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COMPETITION INTENSIFIES, BUT CAN INDIA SUSTAIN SO
MANY PLAYERS IN A BUSINESS THAT DEMANDS SCALE, CAPITAL
AND A CLEAR PATH TO PROFITABILITY?
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THE CRY
FROM THE
MOUNTRINS

A landslide triggered glacier
collapse unleashed catastrophiic
floods across Nepal, claiming
lives, destroying infrastructure
and erasing history,
highlighting how climate
change is making the Himalayas
an increasingly volatile and
deadly frontier.

s PLUS

@ It is important thata calamity
of this nature and volume
is not left just to the Nepal
government

—Sadhguru
spiritual leader

@ India, with its vast Himalayan
geography and river systems o
that originate there, - Khadka
partlcularly vulnerable 1 mother a;f
to such avalanches and - R
consequent flash floods 8 Khadka, 21,
downstreain o1 who lost his

_§N.Pradhan, [ lfeinte
former DG, NDRF flash floods

4 | THE WEEK * SEPTEMBER 13, 2026



s CURRENT EVENTS

Uncleared
bills in
Maharashtra,
adding up to
more than
286,000 crore,
have the
contractors
rise in protest

BRICS

As India hosts the
BRICS summit, a
divided world puts
the bloc’s purpose
and relevance under
strain

SPACE

“Five years from now,
success for me would be
seeing multiple space
companies serving global
customers”

—Pawan Kumar
Chandana, CEO and
cofounder, Skyroot
Aerospace

BHANU PRAKASH CHANDRA

s CRICKET

The sport's truest fans are always breaking up
with it, even while being wedded to it on some
psychosomatic level
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52 SCALPEN
Dr Mazda Turel

70 OTHERWISE CRACKED
K.C. Verma

“There were
credible
allegations last
., month that
i certain platforms
deliberately amplified the
protests in Delhi, force-
feeding that content even to
accounts that had expressed
interest only in unrelated
topics like Bollywood or
cricket. Such conduct surely
justifies fresh scrutiny of
platform neutrality and the
safe-harbour principle.”

On who controls your soclal media

fead-and the internet's future

LEISURE e

Former US first lady Jill
Biden speaks exclusively to
THE WEEK, following the
release of her new book,
View from the East Wing.

AP

“Acts of kindness are what
matter most in life, and I truly
try to live by thatideal”
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SCREEN AGE

A teenager complaining of severe
abdominal pain is brought to a Kochi
hospital. Soon after she uses the
restroom, a sanitisation worker
finds a six-month-old foetus in the
lavatory. The teen had miscarried
alone in there.

In Kolkata, a teenager threatened
her mother that she would accuse
her father of rape after “that man”
suggested confiscating her phone as
she was distracted by it on the eve of
an exam.

A brilliant eighth-grader invented a
story of his parents’ infidelity.

This is a generation raised by
gadgets and the reckoning is arriving
in emergency rooms, police stations
and living rooms across India. As
responders and parents struggle to
cope, neuroscientists warn the brain
does not finish developing until the
mid-20s

PLUS
How Indian neuroscientists are mapping the changing adolescent brain

INTERVIEW
18 to 30-year-olds most vulnerable to suicide: Dr Prabha Chandra, director,
NIMHANS

GUEST COLUMN
Emaotional parts of brain mature sooner than parts that handle judgment and
self-control: Or K.K. Jindal, director, neurology, CK Birla Hospital, Dethi

THEATRE OF LIFE
Oncology speaks in numbers.
But patients do not live inside

percentages. A small percentage in a .

dataset is an entire world to a family

CRIB SHEET
Learning the art of ‘complementary
feeding'—to meet your baby's
growing nutritional requirements

3 TREATMENT

* Lack of time is a barrier to preventive
. care: Dr llankumaran Kaliamoorthy,
. CEO, Apollo hospitals
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on Nanda Devito1
China, an Army expedition
in 1993 recovered some of
the abandoned equipment.
But the mountain still guards
secrets.

THE WEEK reveals the story
of the mission and what may
remain hidden on the peak.
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CURRENT EVENTS

Political parties across the
spectrum are going all out to
cultivate younger generations

AKISTAN

The country’s hybrid system

can manage conflict, but not

fix its deeper governance and
development deficits. The Imran
Khan hospital episodeis a
symptom, not the disease

SPACE MISSION

Having reached the moon and
orbited mars, ISRO is now setting
its sights on Venus and a future
landing on the red planet

10  POWERDRIVE

R. Prasannan

38 MEDISCENE
Dr Preetha Reddy

52 SOUNDBITE
Anita _F_'t_'atap

BHANU PRAKASH CHANDRA

Beltway insiders

¥ & claim that Trump’s
“Dubai can provide an formed by what

international base from which
an Indian business can build its
presence across several regions

his constant
companion, the unvetted
35-year-old Natalie Harp, with

while continuing to pursue no background in anything
oppdi'ncrt‘uf'litles in major global that matters, lets him see. She
BT controls all access, types out his
—Mohammad Ali Rashed Lootah Truth Social rants late into the
President and CEO, Dubai | night and prints out stories that
Chambers feed his worst demons. All this

is a recipe for utter chaos that
sends out destabilising waves to
distant shores.

LEISURE

What the impending demise of
physical discs means for India’s

emerging gaming community

ok

e FOOTBALL

Infantino’s contentious
presidencyis a natural extension _
of the path FIFA took post B
Havelange’s election in 1974
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SUGAR PRICES: The Bitter Truth

GDP GROWTH: SO FAR, SO GOOD / HEALTH: COST OF MOTHERHOOD
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GLACIAL FLOODS

CCTV footage from the immigration
office on the Chinese side of the
Rasuwagadhi border, Aug. 26

THE NEPAL TRAGEDY EXPOSES INDIA’S VULNERABILITY TO
SUCH CATASTROPHES IN ITS FRAGILE HIMALAYAN STATES.

HOW WE CAN MINIMISE THE IMPACT
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