
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ASSOCIATION OF INDIAN UNIVERSITIES 
AIU INFORMATION RESOURCE CENTRE IN HIGHER EDUCATION 

 
 

PRESS CLIPPINGS IN EDUCATION 
                                            01-30 November, 2025 

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text



  

     

    
  CONTENT 

S No Title Author Newspaper Page 

No 

Date of 

Publication 

1.  Census needs teachers, but schools even more  Anshul Dalmia Hindustan Times   8.  01 November 2025 

2.  Bias in the classroom Ritwik Banerjee and 
others 

Indian Express 9.  01 November 2025 

3.  Visa Amnesia Editorial Pioneer 10.  01 November 2025 

4.  Tomorrow is today S S Saxena Statesman 11.  01 November 2025 

5.  Overseas study demand surges in smaller cities, 
driven by AI, data science 

Ritwik Mukherjee Statesman 12.  01 November 2025 

6.  Between funds and ideology R K  Roshni Hindu 13.  02 November 2025 

7.  100 years of Punjab school of Mathematics Surinder Pal Singh Kainth 
and Arun Kumar Grover   

Tribune 14.  02 November 2025 

8.  From chalk to chaos: Stress for teachers  Quarratul Ain Ifrah Deccan Herald 15.  03 November 2025 

9.  India's reforms moment in science and technology Saurabh Srivastava Hindustan Times 16.  03 November 2025 

10.  The silent burnout behind passionate teaching today Sakshi Sethi Millennium Post 17.  03 November 2025 

11.  देश क� प्रग�त म� क्या है NEP क� भू�मका �दनेश प्रसाद सकलानी Nav Bharat Times 18.  03 November 2025 

12.  Rethinking scientific publishing in the age of AI Moumita Koley Hindu 19.  04 November 2025 

13.  Learning for Life: The habit that keeps you relevant  Sanku Bose Millennium Post 20.  06 November 2025 

14.  Can teaching AI from class 3 change how India learns?  Anindita Acharya Millennium Post 21.  06 November 2025 

15.  The genesis of reforms/A blow to autonomy Arun Grover & Shelley Walia Tribune 22.  06 November 2025 

16.  Universities must lead Assam’s journey Nava Baro  Assam Tribune 23.  07 November 2025 

17.  JNU’s tradition of debate is in the dock  Editorial Indian Express 24.  07  November 2025 

18.  Visa squeeze  Editorial  Statesman 25.  07 November 2025 

19.  फज� �वश्व�वद्यालय  Editorial Dainik Jagran 26.  07 November 2025 



  

     

20.  तकनीक� �वकास पर ध्यान द े�नजी �ेत्र  एनक े�संह Dainik Jagran 27.  07 November 2025 

21.  Cut by a thousand degrees  Anushi Tiwary and Dayakar 
Peddi 

Economics Times 28.  08 November 2025 

22.  PU governance reset that’s been withdrawn  Nitin Jain  Tribune 29.  08 November 2025 

23.  Meghnad Saha  Paromita Sen Telegraph 30.  09 November 2025 

24.  How should law schools change attendance norms?  G S Bajpai Hindu 31.  10 November 2025 

25.  Reviving Nalanda’s legacy in modern education  B K Jha Pioneer 32.  10 November 2025 

26.  Why access to knowledge is crucial for innovation  Rahul Menon Hindu 33.  11 November 2025 

27.  What happens when public knowledge is created on 
private infrastructure?  

Vasudevan Mukunth Hindu 34.  11 November 2025 

28.  With fewer doctors becoming specialists, a crisis 

looms  

Sivabalan Elangovan Indian Express 35.  11 November 2025 

29.  What govt’s AI guidelines mean for tech regulation  Soumyarendra Barik Indian Express 36.  11 November 2025 

30.  The soul of a university lies in its creative spirit  Biju Dharmapalan Statesman 37.  11 November 2025 

31.  International curricula: A gateway to global success  Rima Singh Statesman 38.  11 November 2025 

32.  Shaping tomorrow’s educators today  Krishnasish Dasgupta Statesman 39.  11 November 2025 

33.  Blueprint for liberal arts education in the AI age  Somak Raychaudhury Hindustan Times 40.  12 November 2025 

34.  The Ostrich effect cripples classroom progress  Sakshi Sethi Pioneer 41.  12 November 2025 

35.  The Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses at 60: 
The making of strategic thought  

Uttam Kumar Sinha Pioneer 42.  12 November 2025 

36.  Sustainable future through knowledge and innovation  Satendra Singh Pioneer 43.  12 November 2025 

37.  The limits of international branch campuses  Philip G Altbach & Eldho 
Mathews 

Hindu 44.  13 November 2025 

38.  Forced to choose Saikat Majumdar  Telegraph 45.  13 November 2025 

39.  HP’s joblessness  Editorial Tribune 46.  13 November 2025 



  

     

40.  Democracy vs control: The Tug of War in PU  Ronki Ram Tribune 47.  13 November 2025 

41.  As shutdown ends, Trump U-turn on H-1B, edu visas?  Editorial Asian Age 48.  14 November 2025 

42.  Giving children right to be heard Namrata Gogoi Assam tribune 49.  14 November 2025 

43.  Teach kids gender empathy in schools  Editorial Economics times 50.  14 November 2025 

44.  Trump rethinks H1B visa stance  Editorial Hindustan times 51.  14 November 2025 

45.  Academic autonomy under siege  Dinesh C Sharma Tribune 52.  14 November 2025 

46.  Early interventions  Azeez Gupta and others Tribune 53.  14 November 2025 

47.  अमे�रका क� मजबूर�  Editorial Nav Bharat Times 54.  14 November 2025 

48.  The world in a single nest: How India’s education is 
embracing Tagore’s global vision 

Prem Kumar Kalra & J K 

Verma  

Pioneer 55.  15 November 2025 

49.  The geometry of belonging Shelley Walia Telegraph 56.  15 November 2025 

50.  Why student elections remain banned  Sanjeev Singh Bariana Tribune  57.  15 November 2025 

51.  Trump’s policy somersaults Editorial Hindustan Times 58.  17 November 2025 

52.  Arfa Sayeda Zehra, an elegant teacher, a fearless critic  Saif Mahmood Indian Express 59.  17 November 2025 

53.  Why Manindra Agrawal Amitabh Sinha Indian Express 60.  17 November 2025 

54.  The uplift that wasn’t Rajeev Narayan Millennium Post 61.  17 November 2025 

55.  The need for a decisive shift toward inclusive 

development  

Bhuvnesh Yadav Pioneer 62.  17 November 2025 

56.  Technological empowerment of Women: The way 
forward for climate resilience 

Reema Pant Pioneer 63.  17 November 2025 

57.  Heritage must not replace rigour in Mathematics  Arghya Bandyopadhyay Deccan Herald  64.  18 November 2025 

58.  Is AI from Class III a leap forward or one too soon? R Ramanujan Indian Express 65.  18 November 2025 

59.  The silent stress of Gen Z  Derick H Lindquist Millennium Post 66.  18 November 2025 



  

     

60.  Rethinking growth in a new era  John Felix Raj & Sovik 
Mukherjee 

Millennium Post 67.  18 November 2025 

61.  Where Gandhian values still live  G Palanithurai Millennium Post 68.  18 November 2025 

62.  Why Harvard’s in a spot, and how it can get out Vidyapati Gautam Times of India 69.  18 November 2025 

63.  यह मामला केवल अट�ड�स का नह�ं  शान्तेष  कुमार �संह Nav Bharat Times 70.  18 November 2025 

64.  बच्च� क� भावनाओ ंको समझ� ट�चर श्रद्धा व�शष्ठ Nav Bharat Times 71.  18 November 2025 

65.  Ideas that travel: India's deep science moment  Gurucharan Gollerkeri Deccan Herald 72.  19 November 2025 

66.  Why engage with M(Other) tongues? Shruti Jain Millennium Post 73.  19 November 2025 

67.  Switching Jobs: Where’s the line between strategic & 
premature? 

Abhijit Bhaduri Times of India 74.  19 November 2025 

68.  Storage for the AI era Akhil George & Sujit John Times of India 75.  19 November 2025 

69.  New model for learning Anil Swarup Millennium Post 76.  19 November 2025 

70.  Intellectual Arrogance: The new professional 

weakness 

Sanku Bose Millennium Post 77.  20 November 2025 

71.  Let kids embrace AI at their own pace Avijit Pathak Tribune 78.  20 November 2025 

72.  IITG invention  Editorial Assam tribune 79.  21 November 2025 

73.  Individuals. Ideas. Institutions. Shishir Priyadarshi Millennium Post 80.  21 November 2025 

74.  Arduous trek to a teaching job in the US Grace Kao Statesman 81.  21 November 2025 

75.  Punjab must defend its stake in PU Navreet Kaur Tribune 82.  21 November 2025 

76.  Let academics, not agitation, lead the way Himanshu Atal Tribune 83.  21 November 2025 

77.  A student’s death, a society in the dock Editorial Indian Express 84.  22 November 2025 

78.  Global degrees, local campuses K D P Rao Millennium Post 85.  22 November 2025 

79.  Youth in distress Shutapa Paul Millennium Post 86.  22 November 2025 



  

     

80.  The battle for Indianness in education Vinayshil Gautam Pioneer 87.  22 November 2025 

81.  Shaping India’s next generation of innovators Meenal Majumder Pioneer 88.  22 November 2025 

82.  3 states, 3 tragedies  Editorial Tribune 89.  22 November 2025 

83.  स्टूड�ट्स का ददर्  Editorial Nav Bharat Times 90.  22 November 2025 

84.  Paint like nobody’s watching Vandana Kalra Indian Express 91.  23 November 2025 

85.  Design for the future Soma Basu Hindu 92.  24 November 2025 

86.  Scientific nationalism: Reuniting science, culture, and 
conscience 

A Ashvathaman Pioneer 93.  24 November 2025 

87.  America’s got needs talent Lubna Kably Economics times 94.  25 November 2025 

88.  Missing lessons in our classrooms O P Singh Millennium Post 95.  25 November 2025 

89.  Why life skills should be essential in today’s education Ritu Jawa Pioneer 96.  25 November 2025 

90.  American dream Alan Blinder Telegraph 97.  25 November 2025 

91.  Publish or perish: Making sense of India’s research 
fraud epidemic 

Pushkar Hindu 98.  26 November 2025 

92.  Rethinking academic globalisation Akhil Bhardwaj Millennium post 99.  26 November 2025 

93.  Teachers carry the weight of constant decisions Sakshi Sethi Pioneer 100.  26 November 2025 

94.  Finding dignity in an unkind world Lim Woong Statesman 101.  26 November 2025 

95.  If you learn and lead, support systems around you will 
grow 

Amita Mirajkar Times of India 102.  26 November 2025 

96.  The people’s scientist Yash Pal Tribune 103.  26 November 2025 

97.  Breakfast at school needs a national rollout Editorial Deccan Herald 104.  27 November 2025 

98.  Bringing back Indian-origin faculty will need changes 
in policy, culture 

Somak Raychaudhury Tribune 105.  27 November 2025 

99.  Rebuilding childhood with dignity Anil Swarup Millennium post 106.  27 November 2025 

100.  A personal journey of nurturing talent Debapriya Mukherjee Statesman 107.  27 November 2025 



  

     

 

101.  Student politics needs a class on caution Editorial Deccan Herald 108.  28 November 2025 

102.  Building reading cultures beyond technology Sharoon Sunny Deccan Herald 109.  28 November 2025 

103.  Is Macaulay to blame for the colonial mindset or is he 
a convenient straw man in politics? 

Vinay Sahasrabuddhe and 
others 

Indian Express 110.  28 November 2025 

104.  Inclusive education and learning environment Sailen Das Assam Tribune 111.  29 November 2025 

105.  When education kills curiosity  Anamika Dasgupta Pioneer 112.  29 November 2025 

106.  Choose quality over quantity Biju Dharmapalan Telegraph 113.  29 November 2025 

107.  What they don’t teach you in B-Schools  Partha Sinha Times of India 114.  29 November 2025 

108.  The hollowing out of the vocation of teaching  Navneet Sharma and 
Sushant Kishore 

Tribune 115.  29 November 2025 

109.  Schools that care  Shelja Sen Indian Express 116.  30 November 2025 

110.  Shall we read? Sonal Gupta Indian Express 117.  30 November 2025 

111.  Physicist & father of Bengali Sci-fi Mahesh Sharma Tribune 118.  30 November 2025 



Admin
Typewritten Text
HINDUSTAN TIMES (P-16), 01 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
INDIAN EXPRESS (P-9), 01 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Text Box

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text
PIONEER (P-10), 01 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
STATESMAN (P-8), 01 NOVEMBER 2025



Admin
Typewritten Text
STATESMAN (P-8), 01 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
HINDU (P-12), 02 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Text Box

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text
TRIBUNE, (MAGAZINE-1), 02 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
DECCAN HERALD (P-13), 03 NOVEMBER 2025 

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
HINDUSTAN TIMES (P-12), 03 NOVEMBER 2025



Admin
Typewritten Text
MILLENNIUM POST (P-8), 03 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text
NAV BHARAT TIMES (P-10), 03 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
HINDU (P-11), 04 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
MILLENNIUM POST (P-15), 06 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
MILLENNIUM POST (P-15), 06 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
TRIBUNE, (P-7), 06 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
ASSAM TRIBUNE  (P-4), 07 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
INDIAN EXPRESS (P-10), 07 NOVEMBER 2025



Admin
Typewritten Text
STATESMAN (P-6), 07 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
DAINIK JAGRAN (P-10), 07 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
DAINIK JAGRAN (P-10), 07 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
ECONOMICS TIMES (P-6), 08 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
TRIBUNE, (P-14), 08 NOVEMBER 2025 

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
TELEGRAPH (P-13), 09 NOVEMBER 2025 

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
HINDU (P-08), 10 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
PIONEER (P-08), 10 NOVEMBER 2025 

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
HINDU (P-8), 11 NOVEMBER 2025 

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
HINDU (P-9), 11 NOVEMBER 2025 



Admin
Typewritten Text
INDIAN EXPRESS (P-10), 11 NOVEMBER 2025



Admin
Typewritten Text
INDIAN EXPRESS (P-15), 11 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
STATESMAN (P-11), 11 NOVEMBER 2025 



Admin
Typewritten Text
STATESMAN (P-11), 11 NOVEMBER 2025 

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
STATESMAN (P-11), 11 NOVEMBER 2025 

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
HINDUSTAN TIMES (P-20), 12 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
PIONEER (P-08), 12 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
PIONEER (P-09), 12 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Text Box

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
PIONEER (P-09), 12 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
HINDU (P-9), 13 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
TELEGRAPH (P-12), 13 NOVEMBER 2025 

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
TRIBUNE, (P-6), 13 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
TRIBUNE, (P-7), 13 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
ASIAN AGE (P-5), 14 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
ASSAM TRIBUNE  (P-6), 14 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
ECONOMICS TIMES (P-10), 14 NOVEMBER 2025



Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text
HINDUSTAN TIMES (P-18), 14 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
TRIBUNE, (P-6), 14 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
TRIBUNE, (P-7), 14 NOVEMBER 2025



Admin
Text Box

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text
NAV BHARAT TIMES (P-16), 14 NOVEMBER 2025



Admin
Typewritten Text
PIONEER (P-9), 15 NOVEMBER 2025



Admin
Typewritten Text
TELEGRAPH (P-14), 15 NOVEMBER 2025 

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
TRIBUNE, (P-12), 15 NOVEMBER 2025



Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text
HINDUSTAN TIMES (P-14), 17 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
INDIAN EXPRESS (P-10), 17 NOVEMBER 2025



Admin
Typewritten Text
INDIAN EXPRESS (P-15), 17 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
MILLENNIUM POST (P-7), 17 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
PIONEER (P-05), 17 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text
I

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
PIONEER (P-9), 17 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
DECCAN HERALD (P-8), 18 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
INDIAN EXPRESS (P-12), 18 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
MILLENNIUM POST (P-6), 18 NOVEMBER 2025



Admin
Typewritten Text
MILLENNIUM POST (P-6), 18 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
MILLENNIUM POST (P-7), 18 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
TIMES OF INDIA (P-20), 18 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
NAV BHARAT TIMES (P-14), 18 NOVEMBER 2025 



Admin
Typewritten Text
NAV BHARAT TIMES (P-14), 18 NOVEMBER 2025 

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
DECCAN HERALD (P-8), 19 NOVEMBER 2025 



Admin
Typewritten Text
MILLENNIUM POST (P-7), 19 NOVEMBER 2025



Admin
Typewritten Text
TIMES OF INDIA (P-13), 19 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Text Box

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
TIMES OF INDIA (P-24), 19 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
MILLENNIUM POST (P-7), 20 NOVEMBER 2025



Admin
Typewritten Text
MILLENNIUM POST (P-15), 20 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
TRIBUNE, (P-6), 20 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
ASSAM TRIBUNE  (P-6), 21 NOVEMBER 2025 

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
MILLENNIUM POST (P-7), 21 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
STATESMAN (P-7), 21 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
TRIBUNE, (P-7), 21 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
TRIBUNE, (P-7), 21 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
INDIAN EXPRESS (P-10), 22 NOVEMBER 2025 

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
MILLENNIUM POST (P-7), 22 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
MILLENNIUM POST (P-7), 22 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
PIONEER (P-8), 22 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
PIONEER (P-8), 22 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
TRIBUNE, (P-8), 22 NOVEMBER 2025 

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
NAV BHARAT TIMES (P-12), 22 NOVEMBER 2025 

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text
(

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Text Box
                                                                                 INDIAN EXPRESS, (MAGAZINE-P-1), 23 NOVEMBER 2025


Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
HINDU (P-5), 24 NOVEMBER 2025 

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
PIONEER (P-9), 24 NOVEMBER 2025 



Admin
Typewritten Text
ECONOMICS TIMES (P-6), 25 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Stamp

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
MILLENNIUM POST (P-8), 25 NOVEMBER 2025 

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text
PIONEER (P-9), 25 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
TELEGRAPH (P-11), 25 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text
HINDU (P-7), 26 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
MILLENNIUM POST (P-7), 26 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
PIONEER (P-8), 26 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
STATESMAN (P-7), 26 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
TIMES OF INDIA (P-24), 26 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text



Admin
Typewritten Text
TRIBUNE, (MAGAZINE-3), 26 NOVEMBER 2025 

Admin
Typewritten Text



Breakfast at school 
needsanationalrollout 

S
tates and Union Territories, including Rajasthan, Ker­
ala, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, and Delhi, have made a 
welcome proposal to the Central government towards 

adding breakfast to the midday meal scheme, which pro­
vides free food to children in anganwadis and lower cl~ 
ingovernmentschools. There has also.been a proposal from · 
states, including Kamataka, to extend the midday meal pro­
gramme, called the PM Poshan scheme since 2021, to class 
12. The recommendation to include breakfast in the scheme 
is not new. The National Education Policy (NEP) proposed 
it, noting that a nutritious breakfast would be particularly 
productive for children. In 2021-22, the Ministry of Edu­
cation proposed inclusion of breakfast in the PM Poshan 
scheme, but the Finance Ministry turned it down. The 
parliamentary standing committee on education has also 
made a reference to this in a report and said the matter was 
being pursued. 

In terms ofhealthandnutritionas a policy imperative, the 
middaymealschemehasbeenoneoflndia,'slandmarkiniti­
atives with a lasting positive.impact on millions of children 
and society. Providing breakfast will expand the scope of· 
the scheme and cover the daily.nu-
tritional needs of a vastpopulation 
of children. The value this proposal 
brings to millions of poor families iii • 
India, which ranks 102nd out of 123 
countries in the 2025 World Hun­
ger Index, cannot be overstated~ 
The levels of undernourishment, 

, child stunting, and child wasting are 
very high in the country. The provi­
sion of breakfast to children must 
be envisioned as a targeted welfare 
scheme; its· outcomes will be more 
valuable than many sops provided 
by governments. 

Breakfast in 
the menu can 
significantly 
improve 
nutrition 
and equity in 
learning 

The Ministry of Education has reportedly estimated that 
the breakfast proposal would cost about Rs 4,00.0 crore. 
This is a negligible budgetary allocation in a country with 
an annual expenditure of over Rs 50 lakh crore. For this 
investment,.t)\ereturns promise to ~transformativeforfu­
ture generations~d for the country, With the·hu'man and 
physical infrastructure already in place, the proposal is not 
likelyto involve substantial expansion. The governments in 
TamilNadu and Telangana have launched breakf~plans 
for children. Loe.al QOdies, parent-teacher associations 
and NGOs are rurutµlg the scheme in l<erala. ~a~ 
is providing milk, an9 Andhra Pradesh is providing a ragi 
malt drink to children, as part of the PM :i>oshan men!!. 
Considering its takeaways, the:breakfifstp.rQgnunhleneeds 
a national presence and presents a strong case for inclusion • 
in the PMPoshanscheme. 1'~,s:\~ 
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DECCAN 
ESTABLISHED 1948 

Student politics needs 
a class on caution 

The Kamataka government's move to revisit the ban 
on student union elections has brought back into 
focus an issue the state had shelved for more than 

three decades. Deputy Chief Minister D K Shivakumar's 
declaration that campus elections nurture leadership 
and must be reconsidered has reopened a debate ·that has 
remained dormant since the state imposed a blanket ban in 
1989.Butasthegovernmentmovesinthisdirection,itmust 
confront the very real and troubling history that led to the 
prohibition in the first place. Student unions ·in the 1980s 
had ceased to be mere platforms for representation; they 
had become battlegrounds where political parties, caste 
groups, and even the underworld jostled for influence. Vi­
olence was endemic. Clashes between rival groups-often 
caste-aligned -disrupted classes, damaged property, and 
made campuses unsafe for ordinary students. The atmos­
phere in several leading institutions in Bengaluru and else­
where became so vitiated that education took a backseat to 
mobilisation, agitation, and turf wars. 

More worryingly, the student leadership of the era was 
deeply entangled with criminal networks. Itw~ an open se­
cret that rowdy elements funded 
campaigns, offered 'protection', 
and used student leaders as foot 
soldiers. Elections became proxy 
contests between gangs backed 
by political patrons. The trian­
gular nexus of politician-gang­
ster-student leader hollowed out 
the very idea of a representative 
union. It is this criminalisation·_ 
not just political activism - that 
ultimately compelled the govern­
ment of the day to outlaw campus 
elections. That history should 
serve as a red flag as the state contemplates a return to 
student politics. However, while a ban may have shielded 
students from the worst excesses of the past, it also insulat-
ed them from democracy itself. Universities are meantto be 
training grounds for the future. Elections teach leadership, 
negotiation, public reasoning, and aceountability-skillsno 
classroom lecture can impart. The absence of a union has 
left students without a legitimate voice on issues affecting 
their academic lives. 

The challenge, therefore, is not a simple choice between 
an unregulated past and an over-cpntrolled gres~P.t but 
finding a workablemid4lepath thatderivesthe.~ofboth. 
The task before the committee is tq design ~ system that 
harnesses the·advantages of student representation while 
preventing a relapse into violence and criminal patronage. 
This will require strict codes of conduct, limits on external 
political involvement, transparent funding rules, and swift 
disciplinary mechanisms. ff the government is determined 
to revive campus democracy, itmusttr~ad cautiously. Kar­
natakashouldrememberthe havoc unions once unleashed, 
butitshouldalsorecognisethatdemocracywithsafeguards 
is better than no deinocracyat all. ~~t ~ 
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Building reading 
cultures beyond 

technology 
SHAROON SUNNY but comprehension remains a 

struggle. Some children grow 

Conversations with teach- up surrounded by books and 
ers, whether in bustling conversations; others grow up 
city classrooms or quiet in homes where print is scarce 

rural schools, often return to or absent. 
the same questions: How do In India, these divides can be 
children learn to read? What stark. A child in a remote tribal 
keeps them reading? And what hamlet may acquire rich cul­
does a "readingculture"actual- tural knowledge through oral 
ly look like in a society marked storytelling but have limited 
by deep inequalities and rapid access to print. Meanwhile, ur­
·technological change? ban learners may be surround-

These are not questions of ed by texts but lack the time or 
technique but about the envi- support to read meaningfully. 
ronments we create, the Ian- As literacy improves overall, 
guages we value, and the time thosewithmoreresourcestend 
we allow for reflecti<;m in an to move ahead faster. The gap 
increasingly hurried world. widens quietly. 

Reading and writing began as Al's presence in classrooms 
an attempt to understand and isexpandingquickly.InGhana, 
organise the world. In ancient op~n-source tools now assess • 
Mesopotamia, a few marks . oralreadingwithstrikingaccu­
pressed into clay set in motion racy. In a western Indian state, 
new ways of thinking. Those AI-based assessments have 
who could read these early beenrolledoutinthousandsof 
scripts held a special place in schoolstoidentifyearlyreading 
society; their skills were consid- gaps. Technology can generate 
ered powerful enough to border storybooks in home languages, ' 
on the saci:~d. . . . . , . _ _ ,., s~pp_ort tea.cliers, and make~--

Seen through this lens, a sessments more accessible. .. 
reading culture is not merely a . ButAicanaJsomagnifyexist- , 
set of school practices or library· irtg divides. Communities with 
periods. It is part of a long bu- limited connectivity or devices 
man habit of making sense of lag further behind. The ques­
life - of finding meaning in tionisnolongerwhetherAlcan 
symbols, sounds, and stories. help with reading-it can. The 

Early texts were meant to be question is who benefits, and 
spoken aloud. For centuries, whoisleftout 
most people accessed written Across schools, one pattern 
knowledge not by reading si- stands out: teachers who read 
Iently but by listening collec- for themselves create class­
tively. This tradition survives roomswherereadingfeelsalive. 
in our classrooms and homes. Theysharefavouritelines,point 
Reading aloud· helps children children to new books,and treat 
become fluent readers; adults reading as a joyful habit rather 
still gather around stories dur- than a task. Reading cultures 
ing festivals and community take root in these small, every­
events. The human voice re- daygestures. 
mains central to how reading Intribalandruralcommuni-
is.shared. ties, oral storytelling traditions 

Reading also slows us down. - songs and tales - remain . 
It teaches attention, offers com- vital. They deserve recognition 
panionship, and makes room as rich forms of literacy. As 
for reflection - gifts that feel modem pressures increase, 
increasing]yrare. pr~serving th,ese traditions 

Modern resefifch confirms become~ part of sustaining a 
what many teachers intuitively reading culture. 
know. Learning to read is not Building a reading culture 
simply about "cracking the does not require grand decla­
code."Children's backgrounds, rations. It requires steady, hu­
languages, and exposure to man-centred commitments: 
print shape how confident- access to books in all languag­
ly they move from letters to es, .supportive classrooms, 
meaning. time to read, and technology 

English poses unique chal- used thoughtfully rather than 
lenges. While children learn uncritically. 
that letters map onto.sounds, Most of all, reading grows 
they soon encounter excep- when people feel invited into it 
tions - said, one, school, was, - when stories feel close, pos­
give. Without support, the gap sible, anq worth staying with. 
widens quickly between those In an age of AI and metrics, 
with access to books and those remembering the hwnanity of 
without. reading is the most important 

A large study across low- step of all. 
and middle-income countries (f he writer z"s an assistant 
showsaclearpattern:children professor at Azim PremJi 
often learn to decode words, University) ~~ '>l'f ~ 
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Inclusive education and learning_ environment. 
DR SAILEN DAS 

Inclusive education supports varied learner needs~ builds atcessib~ classro0m$, 
· • a_nd equips teachers lo tensure "?,eaningful participation for.every child.·__, • 

' . . . ) . ' 

T 
he goal of inclusive education is ments· might need assi~tance.with sign Ian- • dren with impainnents. " where.everyo,ie feels appreciated, r~swct-

to guarantee that all students, re- guage or audiovisual aids. In order to meet There are mapy ci~vantages to inclusive . -~d, and supported ar..~ the cornerstones of 

gardless of their skills, experienc-. a .variety of requirements, teachers must . education; it is crucial because it guaran, an inclusive community or society. People 

es, Qr situation,s, have equitable i,rril)lement fl~ble sqate°gi.e_s, µicludil\g.dif~. • t~e~, that eyecy. c~lc_l,. r.ei¥.dl~ss of apti.- .. - of ~er~ntJ>~!cir<?l:IJldS? iqentities, arid ta!-. 
•• • -access to high-quality-instruction· ferentiatro,instruction; coilatiorative learn:·· • ·t'u_cJ~':background, of~I~mg challe~~s; ·,. ::1~~-aie res~~ and/rea·tea iqually.m. -. 

in a typical classroom. It is founded on the ing, and ongoing assessments. . has equal access to a high-quality education . an inclu~iv~ ~<>?eti H_owever, th~founda- ·_ 

idea that a11 children should have the chance A key element of successful inclusion'is in a nurturing_setting': It acknowtedges that tion of an '.mcl_usive community is "~qual 
to learn, develop, and engage with one an- teacher. preparation: Teachers ritust' be evecy-~udent has distinct abiftties and en- ._ ·opportw.lity for all."_ • • 

_oth~r. and that diversj, ty enhances the· well-versed in inclusive pedagogi.,es, disa- courages· schools tQ modify' their curricula,. . , T~chers may ~te an in~lusi~e educa-' 

strength of the classroom. The goal of in- bility concept~, and classroom managem~nt infrastrilctµ(,e, and teaching· ~trategies to. • tj'on System by imple_menting. adaptable· 

'·zclusive education is to integrate children strategies that encourage involvement from : accorrlmodate a .range of requirements: • ·_teaching methods, encouraging teamwork, 
1 

• . with special needs or disabuities into regu- · all students. Teachers become more. com- • • Stud~~ts learn e~pathy, teamwork, ,and. and fostering e_~pathi -Teachen! m.iy find ' 

lar classes with the necessary support petent and confident in addressing a varie- tolerance fqr-div~rsity. in-the same .class- • the f9llo\\jng key points useful for inclusive 
"mechanisms. : • ty of Iearniqg _issues with regular p~ofes-_ . room, aJJ ,o{ :which contribute 't9 the 'devel- , • educapon: (i) recogrµsiilg ~e·di~needs 

Fundamentally,_ inclus1ve education ad-. sional development. The inclu~ive ~e- opme.Qt.of a mq_re i~clµsive and accepting anq stren~. of. evei)r. student;_ (ii) using • •• 

vances the notion that diversity is both nor- . work is further ~treogthened \:>y the assist- §~ety. ;By \o~e~ s~ial s~gma and giv- : • adaptabl~ t~ strategies,(iii) ~ting a ~ 
ma1 and beneficial. Physical, capabilities, • ance of counsellors, prpfessional assistan~, . ing children with disabilities tlie.chanc~ to:- . '·supportive atmosphere, (iv).working togeth-

• learning preferences, ·social lfackgrounds, and special educators. . fully ~ngage in school activities,: inclusive- _er witli' families and special educators, ·and 

language proficiency, and cognitive difficul-• . Involving fumili~s ,and t!te community is educati?r\ ~so improv:e.s their self.-esteem -.:.,' (v) 9fferingequitable opportunities. 

ties can differ among students.Jn order to another crucial component of inclusiv~ edu- .·anq acaa~mic achieveµient. By e11~0~-. .: • Howey~ barrl"ers remain: These·barri-

-create a more engagi~ learning ·environ-_. cation. When it comes to helpµig their dill~ • iilg collaboratforl and critical thinking,·it en- :- ers may be physicai, psychq_logical,--sotj~ 

• . ment, inclusive education uses· these dif- "' cfren leam and working with schools to de- : ·: -haricis~e:~Qeationit~riencefor oth..: -• • ctlltural, ~d instnictiorlal. Educators, leg­

/ ,ferences as assets·rather than as barriers. velop,individualised education plans (IEPs), •• er students:: It im~ovefsocifil skills by pro- . islators,'families, and society as .(Whole 

( ?1 addition to helping children with speg~. -~Ris-are _essenµat: J?arti~pation. in the ~oting·interactions be~een students fr:om • '_ I must .wotk _together' to ov~rcom~ these 
• .. •. :needs, this approach promotes -res~~ :i-ieoriftiiunity promotes equality and ~ccept: qifferei:it-back~ound~;.1t boosts aca~emic. obstacles. Inclusive education, rather than i • 

: • . empathy, ~d team)'lorkamorig all stiirle£t§':. • .. ;t~~by lowering stigma, raisipg a~~ess, perforrqance through individu,aiised sup- · sim1,>ly being a method of teaching, consti- • 

::. • ;;::,. Cre:iting~ barrier-~ee learnil).g en~J4.,~~~cffl"eating a we~comi~ atmosp~er~:, port for ·~tu~ents with s~i~ n~s;· it .fos-. . tu~~s ~-co~~en~ t6 e~ualify and~- . 

. _ ::,1:1ent is.one.of the~ objectiyes of.~~;i)fl}~success of mclus1v~ ~g~catio~ 1s-~so ters ~tu~n_ce; C<?Opera~~n,, ~~,a-deepe!,: : ty. By ·embracmg ~v_ers1ty an~ en~~~ 
1 _-:-s1ve ~~cation. ~s mcl~~s learningl_~ .. y i_peaijy influenced b? le~_sla~ve,and pohcy unders~~ o!l!~ diff~re~es for ~tu- -~t a:lf st~dents ~tudy- together,_ v:e ~ 
• . _sours:e~ that are tailored to each student's~ fiame'works. Laws ,like the Right to E_duca- , ~nt~ wit~out disabil1ties;·an~ schools tha_t· b~ld a SQCJety that 1s more eompasSJonate. 

/ ,.·.)iee~~ ·a~essible _c~~srooms,·~~~ a;#~ -·iJ:ion (~TE) highlight~~ sigh~canc_e _of in- • :pra~~ceiri<;lusi.on ,fr:e~u~n~Y. crea~e ~ ?1Qr~ ~ ,~ ad~tio~ _to helping chi_lch:ei:i, r_each~t!t~ir 

--• • bl~ tea~~ s~~~:le~~~¥;~hil:-: cl~iv.:e education in,many· ~atton~, mclu~- _· • .. pos1,ttve ~d.c9m~ss~~J1~ie ~l}~tu,re. , • . •. •'_. ~u. pote.ntjal -}ind. ~ow mto :espons1?le, 
• dre_n ":l~~~g cha11ebges· ~ benefit )n,g Todia.,These regulati~~s (equ~¢ qual1- • 1 • ~t _s cruC1al to .note ~t mcl~s1ve ~o~u"' - ~ cax:iog adult~, ·u~clus~ve e?ucaaon'. cumcu- . • • • 

. . : .ij~Dl srm~lified texts ~r more-tim_e du.ting_ , .. fied personnel, accessjble fuciliti_es,_ and eq- J -n1tt_es ai;e ~so ~~~ssary_for mclusive C?Y~. . 1~ ~us~onusation! and~tra~umcular ac-_ 
• ... tf ~ts; w_hile tho~~ with heari_ng jmpair- '": :1litable educati9nal op~rtunitie~ ~or.'chil- • c:;atl(;>n .. D1~erslty, • eqllahcy, a.~~ a setang _- .pv1t1~s empower ~very <;hild. ~~ ~ 1/. 

• • -- - • • ' • • ., I • 

.. -- -------------- -
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Choose quality over quantity 
In academia, citations have histor- BIJU DHARM A n A TAN tute for quality. Quality in reseal'Cb is 

ically been seen as a measure of ------------~--~J-\..L_____ not limited to quant;itative metrics; 'it 
credibility. The frequency of a re- .-------------~ necessitates originality; rigour, integ-· 

searcher's citations correlates with at a frequency that no one could ra- rity, and societal relevance. It is deter: 
the perceived value of his or her work. tionally defend. Such tactics reveal __ mined by the impact of one'~ work on 
This conviction lias moulded careers, a system manipulated to enhance Scxipus:Acomprebemtye the field, the .resolution of issues, or 
affected promotions, dictated financ- visibility. Citation mills - entities -~and=database the guidance of the next generation 
ing prospects, and enhanced institu- that provide references to improve , ... __ _, .. _ .. ,._..,,_ of academicians. When citations are 
tional standings. Recent discussions citationcounts-havedevelopedinto . ...,_,,.. .. _.... considered to ·be synonymous· with. 
on the Stanford-Elsevier 'Top.2% Sci- a flourishing industry, further obfus- • ;... quality, it motivates .. researchers· to 
entists' list demonstrate that equating eating the significance of metrics. prioritise 'short-term visibility over 
high citation numbers with research The misuse of citation-based long-term_ contributions, ~ produce 
quality is not a simple matter. Regard- rankings has emerged as a significant 11ame11po,1-rifu1wmn111e-Jd',111s:,11MC11acadcmic , papers rather than putsue _hazardous . 
ed as a global ranking of the most issue in India, Universities promi- dlblm,, but potentially .transformative.ideas, 
important scientists, the Stanford-El- nently promote their academics fea- and to conceno;ate on popular topics . 
sevier list purports to identify the top tured amidst the top 2%, 'pre~nting • itise quantity ov~r quality. Publishers rather than neglected but .socially 
2% of scientists in the world based on it as a testament to institutional sµ~ capi~ on the consistent.~~ of .. yital ones. It penalises individuals 
citation data from Scopus. However, riority. This fosters a false perception articles, while universities allocate ·, .who invest time in the creation of 
the methodological faults compro- of high-quality research envfrpn- funds to cover publication ·fees. -The • significant work that may not imme­
mise the list'sauthenticity-itis asu-. ments.forstudentsandparent-$.Many Stanford-Elsevier database operates diately generate citations but could 
perficial commemoration of citations prominent Indian scholars lack ac- -within this framework, reinforcing have an enduring impact. _ 
as a substitute for true brilliance. • cess to sophisticated· laboratories or this cycle; •The contradictions of these . The· academic community has to 

Citations are intended to recog- research facilities. They generate systems ~ not-beyonq the reach of re-evaluate the manner in which it 
nise the utilisation and the signifi- review articles en masse, ,frequently.• .. eve~, the architects. Proressor John , _measures excellence. The most ef­
cance of previous work. They ought co-authored with numei:-o~. partn~rs·. · ·I~~:the ~tor··o(tpe Stanford-:-· fe¢ve method· _of, determining ·the 
to emphasise creativity, intell~ globally, with each manuscript exten- E~:vier" ]j'st, ,is consistently .ranked , ~o:velty, rigour, . and overall impact 
contribution, or methodological rig- sively supplemented by self-citations. among the world's top 50 scientists, of research is ·still through thought­
our. However, when converted into in- The competition for citations is according to his own· methodQlogy. ful evaluations by specialists and a 
flexible measures, they can be easily driven by incentives. Rankings such He published 71 papers in 2023, 73·.in qualitative peer review. Research 
manipulated. The Stanford-Elsevier as the National Institutional Ranking 2004, and 51 in 2025. His prolific output should also be judged based on how 
database is fraught with irregular- Framework, the Quacquarelli Sym- is indicative of the hyper-productivi- effectively it . tackles important is .. 
ities that underscore this ~ue. For onds and Times Higher Education ty that his system encourages, ~hich sues, such as health, environmental 
instance, Nobel laureates such as significantly emphasise publication prompts enquiries regarding poten- concerns, technology, and equity. It is 
Katalin Karik6 and Drew Weissman and citation measures. Promotions, tialconflictsofinterest.· . equally.importanttoacknowledgethe 
- scientists whose contributions financing possibilities, and institu- - The misuse of citation metrics is a contributions that scientists make to . 
have transformed medicine and tional reputation are correlated with text°b<>(?k. ~xample of Goodhart's Law, the development of ~arch cultures 
human evolutionary research - are • citation metrics. Private universities which states that "when a measure that are conducted in an ethical man­
absent Simultaneously, journalists frequently subsidise open-access fees becomes a target, it ceases to be a good ner, as well as the contributions that 
from The British Medical Journal for faculty, as open-access journals measure". Initially,· the puryose of they make to the education of future 
seem to be ranked abo~ those laure- generally produce elevated. citation citations was to serve as a crude indi- academics. Although quantitative in­
ates and even deceased ~hers rates. Senior professors may -need cator of the extent to which research dicators can be used to augment eval­
are noted for their published legacies co-authorship from junior colleagues • influenced. sli~uent work. Today, uation, they should always be contex­
spanning generations. These anoma- or students as a condition for mentor- citation$ are frequently indicative ·of tualised and can never be considered 
lous inclusions reveal the deficiencies ship, whereas visiting professorships_. $ibility,:. ~etworks, and publishing to be absolute measures of quality.- . 
of the database when citations are the are occasionally extended to interna- strategy, rather than genuine I ad- These challenges are starting . 
sole criterion. tional researchers contingent upon vancements. Review articles, which to become more apparent to policy-

The preval,ence of hyper-prolific their inclusion of the institution's consolidate existing knowledge rath- makers. Recent studie~ highlight the 
authors is equally concerning. Some name • in all publications. The out- er than presenting new findings, increasing worry around metric tam­
authors generate over 100 publica- comes are evidel)t: in 2023, India se- receive an excessive number of cita- pering and its µnpact o~ the public's 
tions a year, with self-citation rates cured tbe third position worldwide in tions. Citation counts are influenced faith in science. To maintain its repu­
above 97%. Some oversee extensive retractions, with 2,853 papers retract- by predatory journals tliat have inad- tation as a credible organisation, aca­
networks comprising hundreds of ed within a single year. Countries that equate peer review, just as much as demia must relinquish its obsession 
colleagues, co-authoring publications yield the highest number of the top by high-quality publications. In this with citations and return to the fun~ 

2% scientists also have the greatest environment, genuine innovation is damentals of research, which include 
. . 

BIJu Dharrnapalan Is the Dean, 
Academic Affairs, Garden City 
Unlvers_ity~ Berigaluru, and adjunct 
faculty at th!t National _Institute of 
Advanced Studies, Bengaluru 

retraction rates. at rlsk of being overshadowed. cutjosity,. rigour, and responsibility. 
A business model is concealed be- Citations are ·not without signif- Lists and rankings will 'continue to 

neaththeexaltationof citationcounts. icance, though. They are beneficial ,be-monuments. to the distortions of a 
Open-access publishing has emerged for tracing influence and identifying system that confuses visibility with 
as a profitable sector, frequently bol- concentrations of active scholarship. ineri~ until then. They ~nf t. be 

~. stered by rankin: systems that prior- '~ut they cannot function as :substi- monuments ~o ~xcellence. ~f) 
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IM.AGINE 
BYSIELJI 
SEN 

NARRATIVE AND FAMILY 

Children want schools wlhere there is understanding without iudenent. and teachers bes 

THERAPIST, WRITER. 
CO-FOUNDER 
OF CHILDREN FIRST 

Schoos ThatCare 
curious about what sustains them and standing alongside them, not against them 

N THE old British times, canaries 
were sernt down cml mining shafts to 
detect toxic gases. I think our 
children are metaphorical canaries 
of our times. Keeping in mind the 

spate of recent children's suicides, the 
youngest being nine years old, lam going 
to put the spotlight on our schools for this 
rising toxicity. This is not to blame but to 
reflect and take accountability for how we 
are haming our children. 

Schools can pepetuate torture on our 
children in the nanme of discipline. Fronm an 
early age, children start getting branded 
with labels like 'lazy, duffer'pagal, 'slow 
'nalavak', failure. good for nothing' andso 
on: the ones targeted the most being gen 
erally the most vulnerable children with 
visible and invisible disabilities, those who 
do not get high grades, who come from low 
income., non-savarna families. 

I have heard stories of children being 
locked in dark bathrooms. beaten. having 
their tiffin taken away and not being allowed 
to go to the toilet until they wet their pants. 
In the news, we hear of much worse -
childrenbeing asked to clean toilets; a child 
dving after being made to do 100 sit-ups; a 
pen being pressed between tiny fingers; 
being tied up andbeaten: branded with a hot 
iron: standing on a chair until collapse: 
being made to stand in the sun in peak 
summer afternoon. 

What is the most frightening about this 
"torture-in-the-name-of-discipline 
method" is that it weaponises the very 
people who can protect the child -peers 
and parents. Sona grew up in a shelter 
home for street children. She shared that 
once her teacher tore up her notebook in 
class, calling her a duffer" and encouraged 
other children to join in the public humili 
ation. During the break, she spent hours 
locked in the toilet to escape her peers. 
Anand was forced to take off his trousers in 
class and the class jeered at him when he 

started o 
10 derShanana, studying in Class 

it as, "schools are like The 
Hunger Games. We are pitted against each 
other and it is survival of the fittest". 

Parents are also recuited into this deadly 
game by repeated complaints and blame. 
Again, the ones most targeted are those 
whose children do not fit the normative 
ideas ofacadernic success. They are humili 
ated in the PTMs, in the principals' offices 
and, in turm, in their desperation, they pun 
ish their children. 

Children do not suddenly, on a whim, 
decide they want to end their lives. They 
hang on to threads that tie them to life- it 
could bea loving home, a sense of belong 
ing in school, a feeling ofworthiness, know 
ingthat they are active agents in their own 
lives and so much more. What if threads 
were snipped offone at a time until there is nothing but shame, isolation and no hope? Then, a little nudge can be a tipping point. Maybe it was an impulse at that time but 

we erase the months and years that led to 
that moment. 

There has been huge outrage at the 
number of suicides in children in the past 
couple of weeks. One in Class 4, one in Class 
7and one in Class 10. How can we even make 
sense of this? I have heard statements like, 
"Children these days are very fragile", "They 
are too impulsive."These ideas are problem 
aticas they assume that our children are dis 
ordered, when it is the structural and sys 
temicinjustices in our society that are out of 
order. Canaries cannot be blamed for the 
toxicity in the mines. 

Safety at the core ofeducation 
Saving our children'slives is acivil rights 

issue. We have to keep their safety at the 
centre and then think about how we design 
education around it. Not vice versa. 

Once we have that clarity, then 
there are so many innovative ways to re 
imagine schooling. 

Upholding the dignity of 
every child 

The National Education Policy (NEP) 
has five foundational pillars: access, equity, 
quality, affordability and accountability. 
What if, at the centre of all these, was up 
holding the dignity of every child? Not just 
as a vague concept but as clear practice 
guidelines on language, respect, how to re 
spond to children whentheygo through dif 
ficult times and ways to build inclusive class 
rooms, etc. You might dismiss this as 
requiring too many resources or time but 
let'sgo back to the principle. We have to keep 
children's safety at the centre and then think 
about how we design education around it. 
Not vice versa. 

SAFETY BEGINS 
ATSCH00L 
Saving our 
children's lives is a 
civil rights issue 

r 

Accountability 
Many times, teachers have shared with 

me that they are aware that some teachers 
are extremely"cruel" towards students but 
they do not want to talk about it because 
they fear a backlash or, at times, even losing 
their job. It is the management's job to en 
sure accountability is woven into daily prac 
tices. We cannot wait for ourchildren to die 
to start taking action. It also does not help if 
the action against teachers is punitive.That 
perpetuates the culture of harm and injus 
tice.Teachers are just replicating what they 
havelearned in the culture they have egrown 
up in. We have to design wholesome sys tems that include train 
ing in compassion as a 
pre-requisite to being a 
teacher, an early re 
sponseto transgressions 
and a system that priori 
tises teachers' wellbeing. 
Schools that care for 

Peer mentoring 

"Management Dullies 
theprincipal, the 

principal bullies tlhe 
tcachers, and then 

their teachers care for heteachersbullvde their children. 

only one who feels like this" This approach 
isimpactful when participation is voluntary 
and the peer mentors are well-trained and 
supported by the counselling team. 

Schools that Care 

Many times, children 
find it easier to talk to 
other children who are 
non-judgmental and can 
understand the struggles ofbeinga student. 
What if, in every school, some senior stu 
dents were trained as peer mentors who 
could provide a safe space to listen, under 
stand or even gently steer them toward an 
adult whom they trust such as a parent, a 
school counsellor or ateacher? I have heard 
so manystoriesofchildren who have shared 
theirstruggles with a peerand felt immense 
reliefthat someone"'gets it" and"lam not the 

GETTY IMAGES 

I rememnber an instance when a school 
principal wastellingme howparticularthey 
were about their'anti-bullyingpolicy'. Soon 
after, I saw her beratinga teacher harshly in 
front of me. I was reminded of a young 16 
year-old's words,"Management bullies the 
principal, the principal bullies the teachers 
and then the teachers bully the students. Then they tell the students not to bully 

others." 

students. Then they 
(cll thestucdents not 

tobully others 

When I asked young 
people,"What will make 
for safer schools?" their 
answers reminded me 
that the problem might 
be complex but the sol 
ution does not haveto be 
rocket science. "Let our 
worth not be defined by 
ourgrades" and "'show us 
that you care". What they 
are asking for is simple 
understanding without 
judgment, being curious 
about what sustains 

them and keeps them going and standing alongside them, not against them. A fellow therapist shared a statement by a young per 
son who was contemplating suicide, which 
will stay with me forever: "Don't try to stop LIs, try to understand us. When you under 
stand us, together we can try to stop us" 

Schools That Care is an initiative by Children First for building communities of care 
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Shall lle Read? 
Parents and bookstores are doing their bit to raise 
the next generation of readers 
Sonal Gupta 

SATURDAY AFTERNOONS are as busy as 
itgets at Kahani Tree, a children's bookstore 
in Mumbai's Prabhadevi. Finding it feels like 
stumbling upon a hidden Diagon Alley 
shop. Tucked away inside a corporate con 
dominium, one steps into its warmly lit, 
wood-panelled two-room space, the scent 
ofnewbooks looming in the air. Thousands 
ofpicture books coverthe walls. An elephant 
named Gajapati Kulapati swishes his tail on 
one shelf, while Pocket Potters of the Harry 
Potter uníverse sits invitingly on another. 

In one corner, Prajakta Gadde, a mother 
of twin toddlers, is trying to keep her 
daughter fromgrabbing at the Peekaboo col 
lection."They are turning two in 10 days. Be 
tween a toy and a book, they always choose 
the latter."' says Gadde. 

The sprightly 60-year-old owner, San 
geeta Bhansali. nods i in appreciation. 
"Children are made readers in the laps of 
parents. Forget what comnes out of vocabu 
lary and understanding, there are behaviou 
ral changes," she says, �When vou read to 
them, you are trying to make them sit still 
and listen. That stillness is important. When 
you read to them, they have to close their 
eyes, listen to your voice and imagine." 

Asthe digital age catches up, parents are 
turningto the mostanalogue, tactile reading 
format available. The 'de-screening' im 

pulse, combined with other factors, has fos 
tered an encouraging growth in India's 
children's books market. 

"Without screens, it's easier to get your 
children to read books," says Hanja Chaud 
hary, a 32-year-old mother. Ever since her 
daughter Krishvi was born, Hanja nurtured 
a love for reading with flashcards, black 
and-white books and storytbooks. "We made 
ita habit to read to her every night," she says. 
At three, Krishvi, only seldom watches TV 
and is completely mobile-free. 

And if judging books by the cover is a 
thing, then David Walliams (who shares the 
same illustrator as Roald Dahl), and Angie 
Sage (with her Septimus Heap series) are 
winning hearts with their colourful displays. 
Catchy titles like The Girl Who Drank The 
Moon or Llama Llama Red Pajama do the 
trick as well, says Sharvani Pandit, editorial 
head at Balhrisons Booksellers in Delhi. 

Parallelly, there's also a demand for 
homegown stories. Title Waves's executive 
director Trushant Tamgaonkar notes that 
many parents seek books from m publishers 

Such as Tara and Tulika and Amar Chitra 
Katha, hoping children stay connected to In 
dian culture. Sanya Verma, commissioning 
editor for Children and YA (young adult) at 
Hachette, says mythology-inspired books 
also draw steady interest, with The Gita for 
Children still a bestseller. 

Manoj Satti, senior vice -president (prod 

WINDOW TO 
THEWORLD 
(Left) Hanja and 
Manish 
Chaudhary with 
their daughter, 
Krishviat 
Crossword, Kemps 
Corner, Mumbai; 
at Mumbai's 
Kahani Tree 

uct, sales &marketing) at Penguin Random 
House India, acknowledges that "ongoing 
efforts of schools and parents to cultivate 
reading habits" drove significant growth in 
children's publishing, 

Rec ecent statistics shared by NielsenIQ 
BookScan show that 'Children & Young 
Adult' books have registered a sustained 
double-digit growthin recent years.The seg 
ment contributes 25 per cent to the overall 
trade market. Satti credits online platforms 
like Amazon forthe expansion. At Penguin, 
the children and YA segment contributes 
around a quarter of overall sales. 

While online channels, undoubtedly, 
improve accessibility, bookstores today 
position themselves as digital-free harbours 
that offer a tangible and immersive experi 
ence. Bookstores are going all out to attract 
young readers withahost ofevents, suchas 

SONAL GUPTA 

school field trips, storytelling or reading 
sessions, and author interactions. 

For instance, Crossword, one of India's 
leading booksellers, has children-focused 
initiatives like Book-A-Thon, 
teractive workshons and the Croced'e 
Kids Club that meets weekly. "Parents and 
children don't always know what theywant. 
When they visit, they can touch and feel 
books. You can't do that online," explains 
Tamgaonkar. Over the years, this Bandra 
based nook has seen an uptick in its 
children's book sales, which now comprise 
40 per cent of overall sales. 

Meanwhile, Kitatb Khana, a boutique 
bookshop in the heart of south Mumbai, 
boasts ofa unique children's literature col 
lection sourced from the London Book Fair. 
T Jagath, chief operating officer, who be 
lieves that the online space cannot com 

Ney Delhi 

pletely capture the children's book market. 
says, "Everyone wants to go through the 
book first. The display is the USP". 

DOLLY SINGH 

According to Medha Bose, senior man 
ager (product) at Hachette India, low-priced 
early-learning board books (on alphabets 
and numbers) remain major drivers of 

.but "there is alsoa thirst for more 
re books with strong narratives and 

gro 

good production quality". Among popular 
examples, Pandit points to Roshani Chok 
shi'sAru Shah series, which reimagines the 
Pandavas as young girls, and Bhakti Ma 
thur's Amma Tell Me books, which make 
mythological and religious figures access 
ible to children. Her one frustration, how 
ever, is that we are so intent on teaching that 
we forget children can leam without being 
told what to think. She cites Monkey Puzzle 
by Julia Donaldson and Axel Scheffiler as an 
example of storytelling that trusts young 
readers. The story celebrates differences 
through a lost baby monkey's search for his 
mother with help from a butterfly. 

Bhansali is doing herbit to fill the void in 
contemporary Indian children's literature, 
which she recognised nearly two decades 
ago. At the time, she met Chennai-based 
publisher Tulika, who was producing books 
that were uniquely Indian in their artwork 
ar RugetHindi and regional). In 2006. 

began Kahani Tree to provide vis 
ibility to these independent publishers. 
Todav, she hosts 23 Indian publishers and 
has helped build libraries across states. 
Bhansali's shelves include books on gender, 
caste, disability and loss that help parents 
tackle difficult subjects. "When children 
read books that celebrate our differences 
and talk about empathy, it helps them be 
come better citizerns and human beings," 
she says. 
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TIMEX CAPSULE 
SIR JAGADISH CHANDRA ROSE (NONg0, 8G8-NN 23, 1937) 

Physicist &faherofBenglisii 
IR JC Bose, the first 
Indian in the field of 
science to be elected 

Fellow of the Royal Society, 
was born at MymenSingh 
in Bengal Presidency of 
British lndia on November 
30, 1858. Born into a Brah 
mo Samaj family, his father 
believed that Indians 
should be well versed in 
their local culture and tradi 

tions before being introduced to foreign influence, 
which is why a young Bose was enrolled in a Faridpur 
school where children from different castes, classes 

and religion studied together. 
At the age of 17, Bose moved to Calcutta and enrolled 

in St Xavier's college to pursue physics for five years, 
after which he travelled to England to study medicine at 

the University of London. Due to poor health, Bose had 

to leave medicine, and in 1881, he joined Christ's College 

at the University of Cambridge to study chemistry, 

physics and botany as a part of natural sciences. 

Known for a versatile range of studies, Bose was the 

first to illustrate that plants have life and experience 

pain and pleasure, like animals. Fis observations were 

proven through his own invention-a crescograph. 

Bose, a pioneer in radio and microwave optics, was 

also the first to demonstrate wireless communication 

using radio waves, besides detecting radio signals by 
using semiconductor junctions. 

It was in 1885 that he returned to India andjoined Pres 

idency College in Calcutta as a professor of physics. 

Despite racial discrimination in the form of disparity in 

salary compared with his British colleagues, Bose 

remained dedicated to teaching and research. As a token 

of protest, though, he taught without salary for three 

years, until his position was confirmed on a par with 

British colleagues. However, he was paid arrears in 

recognition of his commitment. 

Science fiction intrigued Bose, so much so that he 

authored Niruddesher Kahini, underscoring his recog 

nition as the father of Bengali science fiction. This tale 

of weather control highlights getting rid of a cyclone 

using a small bottle of hair oi], Kunto Keshori!. 

He spent the last years of his life at Giridih, in a house 

located near Jhanda Maidan, the building that was later 

named Jagadish Chandra Bose Smriti Vigyan Bhavan 

and inaugurated by the then Bihar Governor, Akhlaqur 

Rahman Kidwai, in 1997. 

Bose died at the age of 87. Bose Institute in Kolkata, a 

premier research institute dedicated to interdisciplinary 

scientific study; Acharya Jagadish Chandra Bose Indian 

Botanical Garden, Kolkata; and JC Bose University of 

Science and Technology are among the institutes per 

petuating his name. MAHESH SHARMA 

www.tribuneindia.com/anniversary 

Tri- M/B 
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