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Bias in the classroom

Teachers’ expectations can shape achild's confidence as much as grades,
Evidence from Bihar shows how subtle perceptions reinforce social inequality
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Between funds and ideology

M SIHE
Herala signed up for the Union governament’s flagship school education scheme after thies vears of resistance only 10 pause the agreement amid
srong epposition from a coalition parmer of the niling Left Democrasic Front
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IQUARFRATLIL AN IFFRLAH

vil stress is not about the head and
worTying. as commonly understoosd The
word ‘stress’ has been receiving alot of

anention with the rise of new work ethics, and the
simultzneous increase in psychological studies,
it the mere popailasity of the word has done little
o manage its effects. The waywe understand
stress necds to be completely redefined.

We cannot hedp but agres that teaching as
a profession is highly stressful. The teacher is
required o do high amounts of work in short peri-
ods, blur the lines between work and personal life,
and perform constant “emotional labour”, He/
she must appear calm and encouraging befare
the student, suppressing their own emotions at
all times.

Al and technology have created a sudden
generation gap between teachers and students,
leaving livtle time for teachers o carch up and
creating a very overbaded, confused work envi-
ronment. Therefore, they must understand stress
&3 concept and the strategies of managing it.

In the simplest terms, stress is the imbalance
between the demands placed on an individual and
his/her ability to handle them. Any task bevond an
individual's resources is deemed stressful, and the
resources can be physical, mental, or material.

The canse of stress can hence be defined not
only by the difficult event or situation, but also by

DECCAN HERALD (P-13), 03 NOVEMBER 2025

From chalk to chaos: Stress management for teachers

the personal interpretation of that event, which
determines whether it is perceived as difficult or
THEN.

The personality traits of the individual, wheth-
er he is a perfectionist or a procrastinator, His
genetic or hereditary characteristics and also the
social pressure placed on the individual in hisfer
Famnily or work setting, to perform a given task in
a given time with high proficiency, all lead to the
experience of stress,

Many consequences

The part that makes stress intolerable and
disables the person from doing any other task is,
of course, its arowsed state, The human body i
designed for survival, and anything that threatens
it s a sopree of stress, [t does not differentiate be-
pween the sight of a deger and an important work
deadlie, 50 any stressful event pushes the body
into a fight-or-flight state, characterised by 2 high
heart rate and BF, tense muscles, digestive iasues,
or slecp disturbances.

The aroused stare wses up all of the body's ener-
gy sources, so if the body is under stress for a long
tirne, it eventually shuts down, The individual
faces chronic Fatigue, and at one poindt, the mental
processes dysfunction as well. Concentration,
memary, mood swings and feelings of frustration
arise. The person nay then depend on the use of
substances like excess coffes, ,tobaccoor
aleohod o cope. He begins to avoid more respon-

sibilities, becoming helpless and overwhelmed,
which in turn increases future stress. The cycle
continues,

Butwhat if there were mi exaims? Mo pressure
arall? The result would not be productive ar
healthy either, because a imited amount of stress
is required ar every stage 1o enable growth and
learning, However, when this limit is crossed
unreasonably and the mdividual is expected to
perform beyond their abilities, the stress becomes
harmiul, Harmful to the extent of death.

What can we do differently?
Sa if unchecked stress is that fatal, it is not only
necessary but mmediately vital to undersrand
how to manage it. We may begin by understand-
ing that stress is not a discase or an enemy; it is
simply our body’s call For balance —a signal of
overheating, If we listen to the call, the sitvation is
easily faced.

Siress management may require different
methods, depending on the extent and namnre
of the stress, such as direct problem-solving if
the stressor is addressalde, or emotion-focused
management o change our negative emotions if
the event is out of our contred. Cognitive refram-
ing abso allows the person to shift their outheok
1o & more positive one, 50 that the same event is
perceived as a rhalkilgenrﬂumrrumry rather
than a threar, thereby Siress.

Some instant techniques like deep breathing/

or brain dumping can help to provide immediate
relief in the middle of a stressful situation by
calming the body and reminding it that you are
alli in cnmrnliﬂ the stressor or event is likely to
ang-term, lasting years, it requires a complete
change in lifestybe and mindset to adapt.

Solutions inthe long run
This mzay inchsde seeling relef through spirit-
ualicy—a belied and faith that albows the person
to think beyond their marerial situation and be
patient, Regular ical exercise, a healthy dier,
& prepare the body for future
stress and reduce its effects! At the same dme,
activities such as hobbies, réading, emational
expression, and social interaction may strengthen
the mind and itz ability to cope with stress.
Time management is mportant for stress
prevention, as more than half of the pressure
stems from a lack of time, fimpormans tasks are
riormed before they become urgent, the Hle-
i of sirees = eliminated. Long-term Hiestyle
changes help reduce stress,
Stress is inevitable, and for teachers who carry
the weight of so0 many futures, ackn
stress is not wenkness; it is wisdom. 5o let us strive
not onky to eliminate stress, but also to recognise
and respond to it as it requires.

(The auchor is based in Kaloburag) 1D
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s reforms moment

in science and technology

he glokal landscape is wndergoing a
jerofound ransfermaton Geupolitical
AREinees are heing redmwn, BCoTHHTIC
borders are HEREDIRE and Garifs,
technologies, And entire supply chalng are
being weapoaisal with imgeinive, In thiz new
ol arder, patoral Brverelgnny has becorne
synoarTrGus with echinodoglcml sovere gna.
Thiz Marendra Modi preermmment’s resporse
1w this changing landacipe has been prag-
malic and it D e pad devide, it
ks laid the foundacion ora modern nnma-
gion econamy — expanding ies dighal public
irifrassrienire (LR, cpening saiegic seciors
e0ch &5 defenee and space o promte 2pder-
peiae; and marmming the workd's third fargest
erarmuD eecsystem. Mow, the Prime Minser
hag decided oo teckle e chronic wsderimess-
meenit in research and demlopment [R&D).
In 2024, Iedia’s (olal R&D expenditure
stoed o abowl 318 billion, les than one-
pwentieth ol Clina’s 5450 blllien
aevd ven bekow istael s 525 billion
To 'schieve leadership in strazegic
nod critical technologies. India
must @rget a least 5200 billico
2005, l.'-:lug_h]_'.‘ % o our projecied

Ciracially, che fund will be managed by poo
fessionals, noi the government, with invest-
ment devisions made by iIndependent camumit-
w25 af saperts from Bnance, industry, asd
rechnodogy, In desdgn and intent, it presenls
Fistoric oppartundty for government and
irasTry 1w TR o and N0 Arnss
pecears, The de partmeni of science and vech-
neogy’s extensive consalarioes with all sake
hokders augurs well for ap efficlenr espcution
The Fund has the pegendal to ransfoem
India’s drepeech eongpsiem ad provide the
eoumtry the smmaregie aUMGnGmY It neads ina
worid where Ching i mying o develop &nd
enfionce 3 B st ol glohal mading HOTm:S,

There are hixesical |:|3.|'I|||'-'|$ wuorth
rerniembsring. Mo mangy of us realize that (e
U% was nat the glokal leader n-iechaology
and irnimmcian at the =md of Waorld War [L s
iransformanon began with SCTENCE: The
Endless Fromaer, a 15 repon commissionsd
by Presiden) Heosevelt and
wathored by Yannevar Bugsh, which
led to the creanon of the U5's
Mational 3clence Foundatian (N5F)
and nther sgencies. 1t argaid thar o
combat disease, epsure pabanal
secizrily, Fadse fving standards and

GDF This will require a significan: t
increase in gowvernment funding Saurabh create pew Industries, and jobs, (e
and a greater commstmend [fom arivastava  government muss create scheniiflc

———— inlrasirecture, deveiop mlent, and

industry, wihich [oddy cCopIinuLes
tocmly 4 third of the rouniry's A&D
spend, the oppesice of the glabal
renid. The challenge is considerabie o nog
Imsarmounalle
Indis teig & serong scsenofic and nstitu-
pecsl base, Cur [T and [5e Bengalury oo
produce moce pasggraduate scholars than
undergraduates. The seale and quality of
Flie D) ait (e msrmutions have also markedly
The fallowing exampbs illusrae
this trend: [T Madras has creased the warkd s
st deiniled A0 insages of the human feal
boain af a resahicion |G Emes Sharper and &1
a centh of the global cose; 1T Eanpar has
desveloped an artifical hearr projected v (o
one-g=venth the price of the murrent sk
keader; [IT Bombay has CAR-Teell
therapy for caneer, slashing earment costs
For Encizn patients by ug so §0%; Acd, 115
Bengrlore has created :E(‘ﬂ.ln'lﬂspin!ll Ak
g computing plackrm with 16500 ronduer
ANCe sEates in 3 single nrolecular film, revolu-
tinmising Al compuring
This surge In imnovarien has been
mesched by the prverzment s palicy actions
The pew framewnork for the ease of deing
resparch Mas removed layers of approvals
and given scsenbsts greaier auloay. These
reforms have Been companed o the [59] eoc-
e liberalisalion mamsnt The oreation
af Anusaridhan Mational Research Founda-
ticm {AMFF], modefied i part oo the US's
MSF, b5 se4 inreshape [ndia's ressarch land-
gcape, With & projecsed T50.000 crore bud-
et over five years, @ will fund basic and
applied ressarch atross universices, cal-
regearch instirutions, and R&D labs
wnlh s try colliBcoation ag its pote
1 thex ANTLF is aboeil capaciny huilding, he
pew Tl-laki-crore Research, Develapment
and Inaivation [ROH Fund sams o caslvse
peivate-serier B&D Dvesiment in strategi
and emerging rechnologies. 1Ewill offer long:
permm, b ot finaseing, icliding éqoty
amd Invbrid g imome nes, 80 COTTHITATES. SEarT-
ups, and PROs dcﬁi‘lﬂplhn:ﬂ h’n:nh'_l:ht.;luuugm
sechmodogies m [ekds such &s senuiondo-
tors, QEANLum enmpuling, space. hioech,
energy, and poce

ineenchise the privace secoor 1o

Ipgvest in B}, Thas #isicn poisered
America’s pos-war damsance, For fndia in
achieve Pl Modi's wiskon of & Viksic Bhara
by 2047, Innovaciap and eechnological exeet-
|enee must Become A nAGOITAT TLSEIGT,

The governnient. a7 the highes level, has
plagyed i srongest tand ver. Now, pihers oo
ITILSE T 1o che cocasion. ADLErms of grvers-
ment mius recognist that chis ls & cridol
rationsl bet, which demands urgency, convic-
., and courage. Occasional mistakes ane
inevitable in breakibrough research: They
shoald be reated a5 leamnirg, mot lapses I
implemensytion becomes risk-averse, the
oppormainy will sip aves,

Cousiries arousd the workd have foand
ways 10 give domestc cechnologies prefemen-
tial geerss ro their markets, allowing their
companies o hoos el prodas o peri-
tion before waking on che world, Uniless we
do the sams, many of our potencal future
glabal winners may be stllborm and our
path-breaking instiates may underashieve
thedr potential.

I plubal mnevetion reosyswms, from che
U5 o China, Japap, &nd Sourh Korea, the
murslqﬂ?lmhle m:rjﬂpmiumhuﬂtu:uw-
facnal propeTTy Eruman capital. In coa-
rrast, Indla's tndustry has hisarieally undes-
invested in proprietacy movation, They
have the Enancial and crganisetional mascle
fo take culling-#dge research fram labowo
market. They s ivest mare in A&D, col-
laborate with academia, acquire oo fund

ing £tart-ups and place more Qith in
[:djau science. DU SiAFt-ups are already
shenwing the way:

Ieedia’s dogital public infrastructare has
abready shonwn how visionary pablic policy,
execured @1 scade, can trars{0rm govermance.
The BOH Fund has the poteitial mda the sure
fcr Enovaiicn. If government. industry, and
scidemun pull mgsther, the B Fund coukd be
tha SEAFT ol mew i

Searaln Srirgsnord & oo fiuner
e forrmer chpirmie, Nemcem. The vises
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The silent burnout behind passionate teaching today

SAKSHI
SETHI

ZND OPINION

TNE PIONLEER
ONCE upan a thime, passion was the koly grail of teach-
ing. “Love your subject,” they said. “Paur your heart inta
B ey IJTE.'EG. And 5o, tesrhers did. T|'|-E‘:|I adored their
Sufjecrs, llved and breached chem — until [rlﬂ'[\'i'f'g.' finie
began o suffccate their creativity, Rexibibicy, and sonse-
piimes, their Hﬂi[‘g‘.TMi‘g‘. a5 aducation races Il'll'ﬂugl'l
IEII.‘-tiIl] age, BnEcan’t hElFl Elr waondes has gaur absey-
sicn with passion begien 10 strangle the ar of gredt teach:
ing itselfy Picture the archelypal passionate reacher —
eyes gleaming yoice quivering With enthusiasm, over-
Mowing with fzces and faith that thesr sulject is the cenfne
of it ineBeciual wnlverse, A noble image, yes, until tha
passion turnd classraoms inbo pulpits and lessans into

SEITIIONS. ACToES SChools ard unmersines, lectures olisn
soumd [ess e Irdrsthond o 2am and more ke |owe
letters bo Shakespeare. calcubus, or the cedl structune
Meamahile, students sit polibely — hat
intrigued, hallost — wondering way they

becomes a gllded cage — rapping sducatoes within (e
A walls of thedr dascipline. Then comes thie eme-

Lional cust. Fassion, when stretched too far, becomes
exhaustion bn disguise. Teachers pour them:

mistcare sodeeply about the mitachon.
tria when their own lives feel like a
babiery minning lows, Here fies the irony
passian, once the spark that kgnited
curingily, tan ey becanse a wildfire that
Comsurmes it The more tghtly a teacher Kfimgs bo thelr
Beloed Sishject, e less spaie memaing far humongs,
empadhy, or adapabiley — the very qualities that
make edecation human, YWhat emerges are echo cham-
bers whare teachers speak at students imstead of with
tham, and classrocams lose their air of discoveny,

The prohilem deepens because cureducation systems
aften reward this tunnel-visioned passion. Instinbons
cedébrate the papert — the specialist who bnows every
detail, quodes every thearis!, and grades with precision.
They are pramoted, praised, and crowned “Subjeot Head

e, in this waorship of expertise, we forget o gwve them
tirmes b bireathe, eapdare, or play, A lteranane teacher may
nesver coddes a phiysics trachee rmay never discuss efhics:
an economics teacher may never trace e poetic
rhythim in frade cycles. Passkon, in 05 most noble farm,

Eﬁeginuﬂr

sehees into leszon plans, grading, ard endless
professional development wntil there's
nathimg ledl i pour, Burnour anfves dressed
&5 dedicarion. What they affen meed is nol
anether seminar on pedagogy, but a quisl
evening a lauwgh. and the permission o not
care far 3 wihdle. Patdan withaist padse o't comimiimen:
—il's slow marpyrdam.

et all is nat lose. Passian can be redeemed — throush
balan e, curiosicy, and hiumsility, Teaching isn't abour de-
phaying how much one kaowvs: its aboul Inspinng oy
much stdents want 10 know. A pastianate tpacher
becomes extrasrdinary when they step off the pedesral
and explore MW bEraing. limagine a maths seache
WESVING poelry into symmetry or 3 hiol teachies
linkdng genetics with ethics, The gaal isa' jﬁtw ENpeT
tise bt bo humaniss it — o remind sudents thiat koo
exlge (hrives when it crosses boundaries. The finest sdi-
cAbOrs don' U wiorship thelr subjects; they dance with them
— leaving room for laughter and discovery '.‘!"‘-“I B

ey
— — ol

T uat i1 s &b e@ucatar and :-;-.;-;m.
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hinking scientific

publishing in the age of Al

Commerdal data sharing agreements mean researchees intelloctsal property s being monetised oviee: frs
through subscrptione, then through Al parmerships, while they comtirmie w be dended comrol of their work

Maumiia Hobey

n Indhia, 25 i many paoes of the
Wk, pulilic mosey is the main
funder of scienihic reseanch.
Creeriumungs invest heavily in
laborarories, squipment, wwd salaries For
researchers, "I';U‘It resuks of this publcly
umdind peseanch are isoally pablished
Sourmals cumed by just 3 bandful of
comtsercial pablishers. Theee pobdishers
dioiy't pay the mothors or the peer
ewiewwrs who vt e weck Bolh
oy thelr chme and expercioe for
Freee. Mcawmver, the pulblishers then chirge
Tigh subscripton (ees for access w theere

Journaly, ofeciively miaking (e pobilic pay |

T : e 10 [ind the research and 3
sacond time 1o el 1

Demscratising resesrch
Againgi thiz bacidreg, the Budapas Oy
wcegs Dechraion bn I0C el oul & Tt ol
baodidl primeipke. The declaradon
chalenged the deeply eniresched
pracrices of thir sclialarly poblishing
nudustry which had Jony excluded vl
sexcticns of the el reseanch
ommmunicy from aocessey kndwled ge
dn&mmw;ﬂﬂﬂﬂ.mdtdrml
CnE as fhe SEETI BOCES Mo
stariod questioning wiiy, In a digial age in
whilch printing and posiape mo keger
dieisned costs, acress. b kiowlsdge
remained lehind expensive subscription
peills. The declaration igniled
mavem e thal promised oo d smoontie
acors (o scierdlfc knowledge, ensaning
research fomded by the publc woukl abc
e areaibalile g the publc.
m:.:i:nll:lnm M-ﬂt:lﬂ vishom ol
oy indisaiwkty Ik
M“Wﬂmﬂﬂuﬂﬂ’
Adaping oo the winds of change,
rommential prittishess e promon
avoess, bul again at 3 very kigh cos,
Instear of pseripion ke,
respanchiers mosw o iowerng Artiche
Procesing Clraiges (ANCel, sfen mngug
fron $£000 2o S0 o peper, Sany
tnstnutons in the Global Sourh, smd even
im wezal e Tiatons, ook 00 e
pricid ool of hoth publishing and
screming resianeh
B i, v poveermirmend has
10 addres this inequity
{heongh e Ton Maton One
Sigher |CIMICHET drisiive: soarting
Fresn 2024, OMOE has provided acess oo
foom 3 majar ok |
whlsduers n}aﬂluerrhuﬁlnmhlr::ﬁ
imstiurians. Whiks the el of this
rofinmwide deal is subarantisl, especially
B'i-.-mﬂmlﬂ'mha.lrn:l':h lotal peseanch
Hiersture ks dready wailable theoogh
POulEs, a8 s framn the
!-'M.I.biicw'hnt'_&'i-m.t}-
[npeni e hinid Cod0E remanes
commeranedable uwﬂﬂml'm“’
breadering acois beyord el
s finsans,
et bt mlsn comngeeli LS b el deepal
mmmmmmmmmmm‘ns
ilazse large suims po rekn pubishens o
access kaowiedge (hat our own
reerarehers produce, ogein witl pubB
raupiey? Shoulds't thes knowledge ot the
st be Fredy aocessfhie s esery viken,
EmporaaT by il 1hie soiencic
EmpEr i e era rife with
eslsirdommmalion? Perhaps mecd
impurissety: where & e splrt ol an
Atmanirbhar Bharat in this #Ermise?

i sy, wWhaibe the D005 inldaive
may carry significant preinles, i il
fnaves iy foundatiosal guesions
unresaksed.

A3 we mark Epsrmarkomol Open Aroess
ek, which Is i siiial glotal
campaligs: 1 penmeotes open booess,
yoar's theme, Upen dooess Wtk 2025
Wha Chams O Ereeadindge T, prosjs
depper rellecticn. In ndis, where
pobdicly funged mewarch drives mech of
wibence and secial nnoeeatian, the
axmespoion dhal (e scholasly maget
bebomggs sokedy 50 commercial endites
hewt: these merita scrutng.

Enowledges and ownership
Gogryright tranabr (n academa joldshing
& 4 practioe where mefsees formsally
wramefer dhe copymigis cunership of a
saslarty vk i the pubbsher: This
PRt hqllllmll‘-! e Al

Eews woch = the LLE. Copyright
Act 1576, graneed apthors exclusie righos
o thitr original warks, thus maolivacng
pullishers 1o acquire ad Teodid oogpryrailid
1 comtna the dismilbtion of work in

ik anil For any sufseguent

cominercial nee. Hisinrcalbe s cramedir
wes vieweed a6 eesential B pubdishers o
fienagr eTmissns, rpedactios, d
digmeiraiiom. This Wes especially o m
(e putcripiienhased mode ks, where
publshers monetise ik by requiniig
readiers 1o subscrie L e journals ey
pubiEsh. Oeesr tmee, such copyright
Irsdisles agreements hecoome siandard,

BETEeaAGER

Trecesskating auice sz reknqush then
prechigrer A phis oo Lher wors ¥ thiy
waaied o prabiads 1 b acholarty fnumeatac |

The landscaps inday i more vinmsd
While wrish cracitinnal subscriptinn-hasod
Journals, publshees fallew the
rageiremnent of comple e copFrght |
iransker, the e ol cpen-gooess
publishing has changed the dynamics
Fully open-agves purmals presaly allow
aurthirs b0 T2t copvhe but apply
Lizerices, much, aa e Cremthee Cominige
Anzibutices (CCEY) whish free
wrd benad pruse with amribation o e
gl crasor

{1 s cradheors sk copvizhi
iranskers dus 1o the pressice i pbish
within 1B prevading academic fulwe
“This practicn i avidenthy ol tondacive o
serving the ienerests of sisean
il natinn ;i reuse or che meli
themselvs. Recem inddathas B Plan &
adviae for uehors retaing copyrizhi
10 promoie wider acceslbdity andd
schobaly rummenioation withou |
N sy PEsrictim

Auithars are aba encoaraged o
purefaily revivw oyt kgl mansker

15 80 undensand vsaind tigacs

and pubdialing conditions.

Crendive sumamaiis oenes

Auhar: e pubibsh their papess wsig
yirrimes it Somsmui (000 lioohoes
1 elearly deline bow whers nay pruse
i weoe k. Tlirde HoBtLces m parouls
ave mrialibe:

o OC-AY D bonssid alks G pevss
v whane Ui ek vl reusy or even alige
&, ron dor commanEil puipases, e leng
an B anEnad aihor w eredeed; 00 00
HY-HC mnbuikst MoaCommercel
alkeaws peiles Bl et Tnr comrss ol
puTposzs and Gii) OO ByHE-RD
|MuErihigsan Nond mrasteicial-

Mol lervrtraei L the mest resin i,
alkowws meuse ba foehids o commercial
s el i|h|.|II|I.I|:II1.r"'.I|:lh‘||l“'I- Hien
promioe fae use of the CC By-RC-HE
licwnier, bar i pracice. hisveser, this
licence lniis ks ledge neuss by
prelubinng mreanslann, reising or e
miren g - all et i) for educainnal
s izchnedngiesl Enmation

Retaining oprright
‘W authors mrameliey capigt 10
pubshers as gt of pubkcation
igreemenis, they ofivs ke legal contm]
gaer b dhain woek b5 pooenad, peiied
of shared, Lamge pulslidvers Ske Haevier,
‘Wi, and Spcinger cypically niguine
coparights i b ifaisRerned ol
sailstipios mode! jrna ke, geing dhe
gezhlmhar eaclisive Cights o Selrioule
wrwd prrcdii from the conient, As a resall,
et (o ligral dibemmens o
archivng their oo cadiles on
maliliioeal reposiiories or sharing dem

| poistichy. ulimately imiing their waibrlily.

i (e ocher hand, suibios @ho rerin
crpyrighe fur the by oo shane thads
wiek under o opem lisenoe) are
empoewnind 10 share, adapt, poed fose
thedr v echokeshig withos
pretiutarl o cormrmencl red T,
Commenridl pubilsliers like Plorsier,
Wiksy, Springer. and Taylor & Francis ans
sectomy il e the Amarian
Chembcal Sockely use ieibomve Urmo
iyt shecription mode b, graning
pubEshers kgl echsiviny 0 maenise

R

From 2124 af k0, major poblizhans
lawe ks been sellegd scholaly conienr in
g Tech companies wo train their armifcial
milel gence (AT maslk b, ofien withoul
ahery” estphicll congene, Tagdor &
Francis's deal widh Mice moft alone & 510
mrillicn. The glebal A daciseis Boossing
el has been wibeid e nesily S8G
vl b O0E

Such commersial dam sharing

| apEve s Dean researchn’

I prepeety i Deing mometisdd
i Bt Cheoragh subarriphions, een
craoragh A parimershigs - while they
cominuE K nan be compensndd and be
derded omaned over (e Osn, weck.

What amifcrs can Ja
Authuirs have thres cowses Of a0t o
frest ol dean

Fired, Ehury s il sellarciaye prepred
weahons of thelr papern and scospied
meUTseri i i preprim orad irvstsbiidnnal
reposlionies. Siogind, Day sk reques
mubfiEiens 1o pehlbhing somire i wiily
pirrials before thide subosdn (hedr poqeirs,
in onde i petaEn some rghas fthey cin
L Ele2 SPARC Author addendim
template, for inelanced Tresl, dury
sheirh] adeeime For pastiiics o

| dewslop nghesrelintain pbicers than

allire w0 aimcmaticaily apenky
ligence 1B instrotions’ seholely oot

For firure sufslasdans. auiliane mog
by greler ugng the LAY Dot o
s L TRom] opeen aeiss Dol e
ansare thetr papaers ane gaailablke or o
pubdic Lo dcoes For Free anel iu picisiil
prsraregised eetnimane al expoiniom

Ins tha spirii 0] Open) Acoess Week, ihar
aiestion “mho owre mar kninedkeilge ¥ s
1o juast 5 K e & ool o reclesn
i o] sreereigny.

Thie fumre of squiab: whobirdsy
despernits 4 Jiiihars. (e o oS R,
g an sliar g thwe knowliedge 1hal
alidgies SRy

Koyt Kby i 0 aendil P ol
naalvad ar Ui il st i Sohvi

Bt |

S

el @ pmiw a0


Admin
Typewritten Text
HINDU (P-11), 04 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text


MILLENNIUM POST (P-15), 06 NOVEMBER 2025

}Bﬂfllingfnr Life: The Habit
I'hat Keeps You Relevant
========_=

BR SANNY BOSE
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Nems tham Soaar vears. What you masler
in 7925 might be tbacles by 1025,
Ewery profession. from teaching to
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mfratruchare or poomemy,

Lifdong lrening is no hifijger an
scademic ideal. [t is 3 survival oy
tn the &1 era. Machanes cun g wiiile
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CAN TEACHING Al FROM CLASS
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3 CHANGE HOW INDIA LEARNS?

CBSE's move to introduce
that education is moving
learning. which is essent

Al from Class 3 is a strong signal
.ﬁ'ﬂm rote learning to skill-based
ial for India’s digital fiture
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BENEFITS OF TEACHING Al
AT THE SCHOOL LEVEL
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* Etical indermanding
 Briges lesrmieg gops
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thir brosed ambr et tie Maliona
Curmicokern Framework for Schoal
Edocariom (20F 5E) 2003 1|1,|'.-.|_|g|1 1
cifivalillve P, Thes imitative
marks & muscent el significat siep
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FORCLASS R,

THE COUNT DF CBSE-
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a= ay up il skl wabiect, Later, i
02021, AT was mmodeced 25 6
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e I8 the loog e, this move
wiill srengrhen Loy oducanion
SCanrny by crealing deéiiiznd fig
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Ll bl be treaied as @ basic
anivinsal skl linked re The Warkd
vreund U (TWALY Henobed thai
the curriculuim musi he brogd
baed, inclidive, and aligned weith
MLFE 58 M3, adding, that every
chakds shetingt potentia is oer
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Iadinls schial T wil] takie bewrmiryg
breyenad bisdis and Seip children start

peuliviely, solring problema
‘rmmhnulq.g-.-
st thy works: s AT become
inimporanl parl ol svery cirser,
dfariing edrly w2 help siufents HIE
wilh new tech nobogles
3 1 alraidd oithem’ he
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The Centre has put on hold the overhaul of Panjab University, first reported by The Tribune, but the debata rages on
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Nava Baro

o transform Assam into a hub of
innovation, the journey must
start within its educational msti-
tutions. Universities, colleges,
and technical Insttutions seqve a8
natural incubators for new ideas, creativity,
and entreprencurial spirit. These estabhsh-
ments are not gimply venues for students
totearn degrees; they are dynamic envi-
ronments where young individuals learn
taquestion, envision, and influence the fu-
ture. However, for an extended period, the
emphasis in our campuses has been pre-
dominantly on scademics centred around
mmuuhms, placements, and rote mem-
orization, which has left funimal space for
innovation, experimentation, or enfrepre-
neurial pursuits. If Assam aspires to se-
cure its position in the knowledge-driven
economy of the future, this paradigm must
shift. The campuses need to oransform into
focal points of mnovation.

(zlobal powerhouses like Gmg]r: and Fa-
cebpok, or Indian success stories such as
Flipkart and Ola, show that the foundations
of these enterprises were laid in classroams
and dormitories where curiosity - was nur-
tured, risks were embraced, and interdisci-
phnary collabomaton was encouraged, Inno-
vation thrives where young minds are em-
powered to utilise their knowledge, exper-
ument with their ideas, and receive the nec-
‘easary support to actualise those idess. As-
sam has the potentzal to mirror such achieve-
menits if it shifts its educational environments
torwrards immovation-centric learning,

The initial phase of this journey invalves

L ammeek

ASSAM TRIBUNE (P-4), 07 NOVEMBER 2025

' Assam s wuniversities must foster mmmtwn aud entrepranaurshzﬁ
r to transform the State into a thriving, knowledge-driven economy.

re-evaluating the curriculum, Although ac-
ademic rigour holds significance, educa-
tion should also enhance prl:lhlem wlvm.ﬂ:
skills, design thinking, and the innovative
application of knowledge. Courses ought
to motivate students to engage in projects
that tackle real-world issues in sectors
such as agriculture, healthcare, logistics,
and environmental sustainability. Famili-
arity with entrepreneurship case studies,
design labs, and‘industry projects can add
a practical aspect to academic learning, A
degree should represent not just the gath-
ering of théoretical knowledge but also
the capability to utilise that knowledge in
impactiul ways.

Equally crucial is the establishment of in-
cubation facilities on campuses. An idea, no
matter how potent, frequently struggles to
progress without essential mfrastructure,
guidance, and resources, Incubation centres
can offer shared workspaces, laboratones,
seed funding, and access to seasoned men-

. tors capable of assisting students in trans-

forming their ideas into prototypes and ulti-
mate]y viable businesses.

Mentoring support from seasoned én-
trepreneurs, alumni, investors, and profes-
sionals can offer invaluable insights 1o stu-
dents to validate their ideas with potential
users and: formulate business strategies.
Hackathons provide students with short,
inténse perinds of collsborative problem-
solving. where they eollaborate to develop
prototypes for real-world challenges. Ad-
ditionally, founders’ clubs, startup boot
camps, and innovation fellowships on cam-

puses can bolster entrepreneurial confi-
dence and establish a suppnrt system for
FOLNE INNOVAtOrs.

Certainly, there are obstaclés to contend
with. Educational systems often have ang-
id structure that Jeaves lhittle opportunity
for fexibility or collaboration across disci-
plines. The availability of funding for incu-
bation centres and laboratories is mited
in muost institutions. Metworks for men-
torship are not well-developed, a5 Assam
lacks a significant number of successiul en-
treprenéurs 1o support the emerging gen-
eration. Cultural attitudes that emphasize
stable government or corpotate jobs cath-
er than embracing entrepreneurial risks
further exacerbate the iasue,

Addressing these challenges necessitates
a collaborative effort among government
entities, universities, industry stakehald-
ers, and ¢ivil society. The role of the gov-
ernment will be pivotal, Policaes that pro-
vide innovation ‘grants to universities, tax
or procurement incemtives: for startups
emerging from campuses, and structured
startup networks that connect student en-
trepreneurs to markets and investors can
all accelerate this transition. [mportanthy,
educational regulations must evolve to al-
low for entrepreneurship credits, interdis-
ciplinary courses, and flexible project-based
learming, If innovation is recognised as a

valid and integral part of education, students

will feel enconraged to explore it.
Innovation inchudes both cultural aspects

and the frameworks of policies and infra-

structure. Educational institutions should

create an environment that encourages
experimentation, sees fallure as a valuable -
opportunity. for leaming, and appreciates
creativity alongside academic efforts. In-
structors should recognise and celebrate
ingenuity and problem-solving, while siu-
dents need to feel motivatéd by their peers
who are launchmg startup initiatives.

We should equip a. generation with the
mindses and capabilities nt:mr}rluad.d:ﬁ!-
Assam's most urgent challenges, ranging
from agricultugal efficiency and rural health-
care to suswmhl:mduutmm:ham] in-
chusion. It is about establishing enterpeises
that generate employment, attract mvest-
ment, and integrate Assam into the global
economy. It is aboul developing a sense of
nm:u:mhup amang the :g-uuﬂ'ls, enabling them
to perceive themselves not just as stdents
navigating through an ‘éducational system,
but as innovators who are actively shaping
the future of the State and the nation. .

If the umversites and technical institu-
tions in Assam embrace this challenge, the
upcorming decade may experience a surge
of innowvation, reshaping the State’s econo-
my and society, The chssrooms of today
have the potential to serve as the launch-
pads for the enterpriges of tomorrow. The
youth of Assam, equipped with education
that stimutates innovation, could rise as the
leaders, problem-golvers, and entrepre-
neurs who will pen the next chapter in As-
sam's development narrative. The path to

- patablishing Assam as a centre of innova-

ficn must commence now, and it muost mi-
tiate within cur campuses, M'ﬂ“t
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH
INVOLVES USALL

JNU’s tradition of
debateis in the dock

INCE ITS INCEPTION, JNU's reputation as an institu-

sion of academic excellence has owed much to a vibrant

culture of debate Involving the universiry's students,

faculty and administration. This argumentative ethos,
nurtured by internal mechanisms that encouraged the resol-
ution of disputes through dialogue, hasnot onlybean a catalyst
for TNU"s consistently creditable performance in the national
rankings for higher Institutions, butis also one of the major rea-
sans for a large number of JNU students going on to become
prominent faces in political parties of all hues. Today, however,
theuniversity is ata crossroads. An investigation by this news-
paper into the growing number of court cases the university is
imvolved in sheds light on the fraying relationship between the
administration, faculty and students. The instirution has fea-
tured in over 600 Delhi High Court cases during the tenure of
the current vice chancellor, Santishree Dhulipudi Pandir, and
her two predecessors,

That a large number of these cases pertain to protests and
free speech-related issues is disquieting, It suggests that a space
where students and faculry were once encouraged and em-
powered to ask questions and ralse doubds is under siege, let
down by those whose responsibility it was to nurture it. In sev-
eral cases, the HE has called out the JNU administration for
procedural lapses, It decided in favour of students in at least 13
of the 38 cases that were adjudicated during the tenure of the
current VC. Lidgaton had peaked under her predecessor, M
Jagadesh Kumar (2016-2022), when the universiry was involved
in 118 cases — 92 of them fled by students. The cotirt offered
them relief in 40 cases, citing violation of the principles of nam-

ral justice in at least 15,
Litigation may have been more muted under the current

Wi, but the administration has persisted with itz sledgehammer
approach. The Students’ Discipline and Conduct Rules, which
came into effect in 2023, list expulsion from hostels, nustication
from the university and penalties up to Rs 20,000 — way more
than the average fee of its postgraduate courses — as punish-
ment for any protest within a 100 m radius of an acadermnic or
administrative building on campus or even around faculty resi-
dences. One of the lawsuits pertains to a Rs 6,000 fine imposed
on & student for writing graffiti on the university's walls — a
longstanding JNU tradition. In 2023, JNU adopted the motto
“Tarmdase Ma Jyotirgamaya” (from darkness unto light). This
papersinvestigation shows that the university administrators
have much to do to enable JNU'S students to live up o this
credo of knowledpe without fear. %8 /
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VisaSqueeze

anada's steep rise In study permit rejections for Indian

applicants marks a turning point in what was once a

dependable educational partnership. With nearly three

out of every four Indian applications now heing
refused, the numbers dlone tell a story of growing caution in
Ottawa’s immigration policy,

The stated reason is fraud prevention. Canadian authorities
uncovered widespread misuse of falsified admission letters,
many originating from India, and have since strengthened
verfleation processes and financial scrutiny On the face of it
the government’s position is defensible.

Mo country can afford o compromise the integrity of its
education or immigration systems. But the magnitude of the
rejection spike, and the resulting drop in Indian enrolments,
points to deeper unease within Canada about the reliability of
its overseas student intake.

For decades, Indian students have been the largest foreign
cohort on Canadian campuses, bringing academic talent and
significant tuition revenue, Their presence enriched institutions
and helped shape a shared reputation for excellence and
openness. That equation is now shifting. Even though there Is
no clear evidence that genuine applicants are being rejected in
large mimbers, the averall tenor has changed, from welcoming
serutiny to wary filtering,

The larger context is domestic politics. Canadas temporary
migration numbers have surged, straining housing, healthcare,
and public sentiment. Student visas - onee a symbo] of
openness - are now a flashpaint in a debate about capacity and
controd. By reducing approvals, Ottawa is signalling that
immigration must align with infrastructure realities, The shift is
not anti-India but anti-overstretch: 4 correction driven by
internal pressures that happen (o intersect with the external
issue of fraudulent documentation.

* The result is not discrimination but a recalibration of trust,
driven by administrative necessity and political pressure,
Canads’s visa officers appear determined to érr on the side of
caution, even at the cost of slower admissions and declining
diversity. For Indian applicants, the new reality means meeting
higher proof-of-funds requirements and navigating a more
sceptical verification system.

The danger lies less in bias than in bureaucracy, where
efficiency replaces empathy and individual merit is lost in
procedural caution. The repercussions are already visible,
Prestigious universities report steep falls in Indian ensolment,
altering the cultural composition of classrooms that once
reflected Canada’s global outreach. The broader message,
whether intended or not, Is that Canada is turning inward,
priaritising control aver expansion in its international

ion strategy.
M;:E {tm;mﬁi also invites introspection in India. The rise
of [raudulent intermediaries has etoded confidence in the
credibility of suudent upplications. Unless India strengthens
oversight of Toreign education agents amd ll_l_.:_hlent: ILs oW
verilication processes, deserving students will continue Lo be
shadowed by the misconduet ol a few.

Im the: long mun, Canada’s cintion may prodect its system b
strain its image. And for [ndia, Llwlummll.:: equally clear: v
credibility abroad begins with accountability at home, ";—
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T, Ihanwhichearsducted the fir-
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] iy stands a2 a paradex in
/0 thelandscapeal humancapi-
tal formation. Here, an edu-
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Why educational credentials in Bihar continue to fail to build much-required real human capital

e o i

catlon system deslgned for mobili !
Eﬁgﬂ stasls: a generution a:mg Barely hanging on
vETeas, yel, berefof comeamps-  funds becames prohibitive. Schooling, — traledin Patna, Gaya snd MagaMarpur,

terscies required for 4 modern econo-  inthis caleubus, isadepreciatingasset. — eoaching schoals act s de Ecta ,ﬂﬁ-
my This is nota story of merenegect, Even for theese who persist, schood  [wtes for Bailed public schealing, Also,
but of & complex system wher ration mﬂmirumu'ea_nd.shﬁmg remmaimde 5o bed to poorer houselalds sserifi-
alindividualchoices aggre- eply inadequate. Desplte & cing essantials Hice mukrition b purch-
gate into a coflective tran. recruitment drive for 28000 ase o sliver of bope ln a sabursied mar-

Education can serve two new teachers in 3025, over  Joed, thareby deepentng insgualinrwi-
primary economic fancd- L5 lakh positions are vace-  lechasingamirage of cpportunits

o1 it can enhance prodic.
tivity (skill-buliding), or it

S

ot. Thepupll-teacher mitioat
the secomdary bl stands

£an certify inherent traits BIHAR L3071, almest doubile the na-
(almmalling). Tn Bihar, 2028 Honal svermge Only 36%
s¥shem has become optmd. af schoals hawe computers
sod fior thelatter The cowrrd: and fewer than 185 % have
cuthuen, and the vast coaching industry  infernat connectivite

These shortages make meandngtiol

it supports, prizes rofe memordsation
iund exam-specific tricks.

These ave rsarvows sk ils thatare rt-
onal irvestments for indrichaaks com-
peting for a limited pood of uresncra-
tic jobs. They are highly effective fir
passingstandardised teats, bt offeedi-
rodndshing teburns in a dynamic labo-
nrmarket,

Costof thistradeoff iscairstroghie.

Aser 24 finda that anby 2% of Classs
sindents in Bikar can read a Class &

‘text, wed] by the riation sl sverage ol

MEte, Omlby &% can peafiorm sulbtracts-
om, compared to 41% nationally Fuven
bor Clage 5, fower than half can resd &
Class % et

A child who panmnot read or subieact
with frueney by 8 is on a trajectory of
aademic exclusion, UDTSE+ 2024
rata show haw steep thesednop-offs are.
Oy 51.5% of stadents mowve from ug-
per primary to seeondary schinol, less
than half thenational srerageal BI%.
When the marginal benafital sducati
i1 13 50 Jow, the ity cost of &
child's labour of & family’s Hmited
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digital prexperiential learning lnpes-
sibile, They Limitexpesire L the kinds
of eognitive skillsdemarded inlabonr
markats, Conseguently, the state has
spawmed a pamailel, peivate sdacation
poonony, Feoent date shews

b ﬂ-,i:.aui Bihari heasehobds spend on
¥ Annual cosclying expense per siud-
entof =061 1s higher tham thess 507ap-
ant an schooling tealf basthy concen-

with organised privabe sector

anzemic, frenzied competition
for a few BoVernment Johs

rednforces demand for narrow,

exam-oriented skills coaching
) centres seli

This hrings us 4o the

peshle Thit 12 a bepthools case of o lomw
equilibrium trape weak matitiors yie
1 lowe reburns o bearning low petarns
Indacerativnal imderimestmant; and
that ursler-irnestnent per
alk instinatiomes, 1t alao refects o deeper
poditical logic of dependenicy
Broaking this equitibeium requires
amalti-promged effort:
b= Shift the metric of suceess am en
ralment and infrastracte to bsrn-
Ing auterirmies. The state must cammit
to messurable goals — say; 80% of all
Claze A childran will achleve grade-
sppeapriate literacy and namesacy by
UL This data st be public, gramu-
Lar ard pubdished disirict by districe.
I Teacher recrullEnend mist move be
yond headoount announcements (o
professicnalisation, Filling vacancles
withow! aining, mentoringand acoo-
untablilty expands payrolls, A peafes-
sional tescher code, Hed to reguisr
i B e evalussbiors and cofenu-
nity evecsight, is indispensabie
B The pregmium of stage jobs can caly
decline when private conployment be
romes credible Link-

a Thous Degrees

core distorticn: labaur  eouid 2 small fraction of N8 education o app-
marker. With organied remittances. matched  Mentiosships and in-
pelvabe sector ansembe, by public funds, be centivising small fir-
the state reenalne e s dohireocally thre

employer of Orst and

channelled inta local

ugh wape subeidies

mpinf skill-development funds g2 o
a fenaied competitin _ OF COMMUNIty-school i an blocks
for & amall number of frusts? should depend not cn
povermment jobs, This, "l infira b IR it om e
in b, reinfoeces the 1 salied  improserme.

demand for narmow,
exam-prienied skilk

thecoachingeetlres
sell. A ][ nfiar-

caaching which preperes youth for
=iabe jobs, the parsnitof whichvalida-
tess thes Initial lack of hroad sloils.
Infnthis vacaam fows migration, A
A20 Inler national Instifute for Popa-
lation Sciences study revealed more
than 5% brussholds are exposed o
e S a L T
ar 3
_nrnr';J"!n'.I-E o critical lifisling,
rurEl NS LR om and Insularag how.
seehalds oo the warst of thalocal i
noiny's Eallires. Yot, this safoty net al
sonetrters the impetis for reform.
When miErant inestuess can oo pen-
sarte [ frstibatiana] failum, the polit-
cal cost of that Bilure remains mans-

nks in resding and
. Arihmetic soores,
¥ Rather than tre-
i asymptom ?:1'311?;
| N L a -
v integrabe it intn
a development strategy Could 8 amal]
fraction of remittances, matched ty
Eﬂl:dmﬂnplm Punds mmmmmm
ment i
7 ool rises .
preciaction rallies, as al
mvoived ampnd mal guanm n-
Toes, wedfure schemes and easte aritime.
e e, the mal question went unask-
el will sy government s gres bo bajud-
gl by how much fis children learn,
it by B oy jobe it promiess?

Trooary i docierl areidan; S8 Pedd) i
ceeriaimAl professer Agro Ecmmic
Resoarch Center, Cralhme Iestifae of
Paliries and Econaenics, Pumg
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The Cendre may have rolled back the
owertsud of the Serute and Symdicate
of Panjab Universsty, but it has iamited
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he Beérsiak phay
Meghnad —
stigerd by theaime
graiap Ashokni-
Bgar Matyaanan
T Temait WEiE-
ten by Sudipts Bhawmick,
wio 15 an IIT Kharagpur
mhomn e an aEticial inseil-
penic and machine learming
expert bosesd I the 15,
Hi talls The Telegraph.
f Paw vears ago, [ came
meiih Abhs Sur's boak [hs
perred Bodiancs. In il tha
Hispuases iha sMect of msbe
politics on Meghnad Saka's
LR and work, wistch 1 thoaght
would be an imtecesting
presmise for & piay. | slarted
resparching Professor Saha's
Life and work, buf it ki al
] deren.”

Sahn was an asirophyi-
cist who bmilt the frst syl
tran i India and translated
Emsiain's ariginal pagers
inic English aloeng with
Friend amid allow seioneies
Satyendra Math Bose He 13
ali the only sciendst of his
sttare £o be elected o ke
Lok Sabha and b ok leshro:
mexial In =eitng ug the ioin-
it Flanni g Cosrmmlaslon.

¥ the aams
Hme when Rhawmick was
rexding Sur's ook, hers in
Caleitia, labevision acter
and theatre artiste Chanilan
Ben was thinking of a play
on Eaha. Sen kol e saibed
i ankdliibon for @ rode im A web
series about Flomi Rhebha
i was of Bhabha's nemesis,
a Bengali Muskim sclentist
The chararier was charly
meod e e Meghnad Saha
Sazs Sem. ~Theey siewed Bim
L e Bight. 1 wanied i
curpect that,®

Whien Bhawmick and Sen
et &l s adda session in Cal-
cetta, dois joined and things
Bew inte plece Says Bhaw-
mick, “Chandas expresesd
i trrieresst b dodng & play on
Blephinad Saha and requessed
ol erim it

Bhawmick, who hid we-
B “peience plays” before
ithis. fook bwo wears. S Lalks
abeir birw e eomsulbed Bl
il sciemtisis, “The Idea wis
o poriray Sabe the man, the
Ehinikar ke wanded b nse
siemoe 1o Impproree the Lol of
Domman, pengd, thi: lisman-
il whs teought muchesr -
enee should ba used for the
wallira of the penple”

Gatynki Bhattackarra,
WD §5 b seithor prolassn mt
the Siha [estitube of Muols
or Physirs. was oo of thice

sclentists who hedped shaps
b play, The play brochure
bz o 1 hs quarie; S dinad
Baha woe smiong those ge-
ninises Bpired by rafions)
Indnking wieo Ioughs e hjls
§ mrodorn Indis. . Consbder
ing the Eirrss wo live i, B has
DT FYmoES STy 10 14 Pl
uisdibed] with Pefibaraad] Sk
e .

penleg scene af
Mephnod The In
atlfate of MNuaclear
Pliystos im Caleuite. Peril:
15955Fa. Prime Minisier Jova
harial Hehri i5 supposed 1o
wiail thi lab thal dsy Inn ibe

TELEGRAPH (P-13), 09 NOVEMBER 2025

INSIGHT

MEGHNAD SAHA

;fi:-:}imp}wsicist._nnminatcd for the Nobel multiple times, inventor, editor of a science journal,
driving force behind the formation of several scientific societies... But this new production plays
up his negotiations with caste politics and an unbudging system. Paromita Sen reports

CYCLOTRON MAR; 4 poster of thi pliy by Asholmagnr Nalyaanan

cyelotron 1§ |||H||'|,|rﬂ,'|:l'_|||..11:
Cyeletran |s the namo o @
Clase of dxvicns asd io "Be-
oaliradn tharged atomile o
: ! parthclee jnoaoon
AN gl Be 1
'Whsen his funiees werry
“uil It mechindr won'l gel
10 A i, Saha pessinils
tieen fha they i promh
bt the Job Ahussms]ves. 0
ra o4 ashamid of golting
WUUF hisgdly Ereasy? Duy yun
NNk such work iv babow
=-1m[1"-h1ll:.-:'ru-mn
Vs sepasation of tha
1inkern ared the thieers, tha
hirin ﬁl'ld‘ll'l.ll-!‘ﬂllll_m.l.hmlr
BNERATN b T resiaom Fhak s

tz=fplyA=lz'

Efce has ol progressed I
o coiiry, " Sale lamenis

Chanisan Gen hid dairec
@il 1k piley ln witch he alsa
plays dhe older Saha, while
Hwdideals Mukherjes plays
Raha's prismger sl Stantill
Mduikhar e piaya Hehro a:nfl
Hajatsublirn BEhaitne karyia
plays Homi Bh

By may of Preppling for
chis ru}r_ﬁturui.du.m::?a.h..l
anid =wen wiik sume of his
childrem. He spaais of F1En
Tarpan. {be book wrilkien
iy Sahn's third daughier;
Chicrn. This tl'ls__::"lj-.;:fm bru
s, hi el e
standing of the semniist

shwring Chandan Sen inihe laad rod

The witele process has
aneartheal detills sboul the
i, loeg Barpotien by mewer
BRI R, Fior® instand, In
thie plivy bimchure, phoraicrst
and profeszor Gauiam Gan
popuihyviy euikes n el
1 e oy of Bana changng
fuf = epiy ELst TUBATMS

At birgh, he Bad been
named Meghnath, m=an-
ing. the god Indra. Bat he
rhanged il fo Meghnad, de-
[eager of Ipdia and = of
Michas] Maidlisud s Dub's
Pieghnadbodh Kabyn, ahead
of hiz schaol-le@ying Feam.
Gangepadboay writes, "1t
wns his firel lowd probest

AgAine |he caste gyabem.” In
Hhawmack's play, 5.5, Boss
parwales this siory & Schar:
v Prafulla Chassira By,

+ Meghnod §8 mor & linesr
plage 108 m selection of svents
Bram Saia's T that Mo
the agpernmiit of Hsis @
ey sphere.

hiz curation has met
with criglcissy — the
Py wina slaged for the
first fme this Fear in Sepless-
Bar al the Ay of Fine
Arts The seoond and chierd
e, 0@ Debsler 31 amd
Movember B, were also beld
i AT e Ssenil SIRE S,
s member of the swdienoe
polovied gut that Saha's cos
I bution fo Fiver planning
waa mimsing, another grms.
Bliad thair |k mus®a o mepiciodn
af Sakar's iondsation equertion
Aarrophysiclat Sandip
Kusnay Chalirabarti of the
Indmn Cenbre for Spooe Phos
b in Calenfie i, “Bl
unly cain the Saha ionisation
cqOatlon measore the tem:
saralire of sbars, il wpas also
importani (o ooderstand
g thie arigin of soamic mi-
cromme Eackgmmand.” Sen
o0 lamenis thay could not
scrommodate [Be srery af
Saha's plasred scienific cal-
by, Pt s i i thust thie
carmilon of evenes, e s
phasis on casbs anid coberies,
wis noecesary. "Ik B w gl
with & parpose, and chat =
#o shiw (el aclEnos must be
mccrsad bl b0 68 Wis, Ini ISy
ol phens ckann b [ndia s
the Birihplaon off archesion:
Eam, ™ s Mukherfes
Rhawmick peinls ouwl
how Saka was lgnored both
by the infernational com
ity as well w3 tha Tndisn
welertific and governmenssl
orpaTiaaking
Tha play, which s [Pl
By Muliru's visik ends with &
rather chargnd Inderacion
etween the scenlist saod the
First Primse Mimister. Saba
pacsedly acsuses Naho of
ilsusing scienoe and Fehru
e hils owm catm defence
Bl the disagmeesant doss
nol cranslate oo s disoon-
nect, ¢ Jaasl mot S Hehra
He huils (he mather disklu-
wimod amd embitiored Sakbo
ax i *lben cpelalron” propel-
ling his stodents leganls &
[T

hi tells Saka. "Don't sleg
criticising me."

G himgy b Sfrain.
bzt . Fam Tl
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change attendance norms?
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iodaned oo el Tk snad
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The [udgriesai diaras lom riicks 14%
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FEasael, & ared
ol i
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unsder Ruple 13 of the Legadl B atiamn
Hulea BCRA 0o peqpalng T amanudarnce,

coifiselling, amd opportemitivs 1 addres
whrrsfalls thicags exima classes, horme
asppnmenix i recognisnd acodemic
activities such s begnd-shl work; necording
hardship; ped nocice and opporiusicy for
e aton . Fulrmesd rogline e
norticr andd o resld chasos bo responid
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Reviving Nalanda’s legacy in modern education

EK
JHA

2NI] OPINION
THE PIOONEER

The rocts of monastic education in India trace badk o
anchent religious and philcsoplucal raditions, partular-
Iy within Buddhism, Fram thie 5th century BCE, Buddhist
manasieries, of viharas, emerged 45 4 rachuned centres of
Inarning. Indtially seasonal retreats for med@ation and study
of the Buddha’s feachings, ey evolived indo permanend
instituticns affering systematic educatian in 2CApUreS,
ethics, legic, and philpsaphy,

Famoaned cenires such as Malanda, Yikramasia, and
Takshashila became magnets for scholars acass Al
gmibodying a haliste educational maoded that emphassed
discipline, maral development, and inteliociual inguing, This
legacy saleguarded Buddhise philasopty and éstablished

carly madels of lifefong, value-based edscation il ek
want io modem pedsgogy.

Malanda represests e mast sophisHoated expregsion
of this systens Whale earber manastenes locused brpeky
i Spirdual deyelopment, Malanda Mahavihaga (sth-12th
cenduny CEj evolved inop a wast, arganised university with
residenzial facilities and a stractued carsioakuim. I ie-
gracad Auddhist philasophy weith secaler knoveedge —
teacting grammar, medicine, astranomy, mathermatecs, mned
} lrary and inclusie appreach encour

debates, lectures, and commientaries, atracting stg-
dents roe Ching, Korea, Tiber and Soucheast Asia, More
than &spitual cenie, saiands erbodied (e wryon ol Tk
arel reason, viewing sdecation as a pursuit of wikersal
pndightenment rather than secrarian leaming.

I this sprit, the Nathonal Insttuce of Open Schoofng
{MICS), in partrership vich the Indian Himalaysn Councl
af Walanda Buddhes Traditicn |IHCRETL bas [adnciedd 3 pece
reering ingiathve to modernize and farmally recognise
monastic education acrass india, Traditipnaily conduoied
In Bhat, thi= education preservés & fich repasitony of
Hukdhist and Incliars Bterary heriage, The works
af schodass like Nagarjuna, Vasubandnu, and Dharmakird
— alongside sanskrit dasslcs such az Meghadui,
Eeeyalarss, Amarkosha, and Ranayans — sty ta it inoe
|ectual depih

Corvening, Elemeiary, Secondany, and Senbar S=candany
levels, the programme bridges raditional wisdom with
e educational framesarks, Raieey Kamar Singh,
Director (ACacemict] at NIOS, calls it “a bridge bapseen
Encient wisdom and iradem appoctuning,” siressing fha
the goal is nat e secularise Buddhism bur o ergows
Earners and ensure their knowledge jeceives equal
respecd Wik engaging meanirfudly In eckem aod el

The IHCNET, mpresenting Musddhes! communinies aomois
Lacak®, Himachal Fradesh, Ustarakband, Skkim, Arunachal
Fradesh, [ammu & Kashmir, and Sorh Bengal, plays a
crucial role in insinasEseslisrg this efom, For Maling Gambiy
it= Cenerad Secregany, |}3¢ mifiatie Is hoth educanons and
patnictic —srengitvening the indian identity of monasic
instinsions and ensuring monasteries remain vilsant
cemires of leaming rooted in ndian civillsarion

o ey, SEROUIL 132 MRS ScTass the Himalavas haw
been accredibed by NIOS, enaalling reary 10,000 leamers
This histaiic Integratian ol morasts sducatan int the
national framewark & Nl mesly an admulnisarative
Tofoam = i 15 3 alural fepaissance, The Bagdly Darshar ire
tlasthve dignifies centaries-obd Himaayan learning, reaffin
i India’s pakithom 85 e spiribaa) and | £
ph eyl m nitetlecrual cradie

l' The welerb o Sl oumalinl whowrimsgs
irck

attalrs
o _ﬂﬂﬂf
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Hordn - wihv e slietied Hie role el
rechriolagical S1ange ad sieatia
danruction i el growth. Wle
i ookl thee Ly s wiodilel be: e
reably eciggaialie i the madem
LA EHEL, lﬂlqra]q::u Hl'.rﬂulil.rn.
1oy I]!r relaburshug lai
hrrinlrﬁ',z Bieas arad e p-u-rd:.

Wihar wad Medone's mssel?
okt s wioaol i bes 3 destincrion
briusen rac dnds of braradedgr
microyd sned =, Tha
ﬁFuT.mr B h—im aownii:
phrnemrig ard principhe, while die
Lo coiei o ketiamiodga dlsrai
Lt b it . Bcoricivd e i dnacwian widh
i ks recse ke B h ek T kneadedge,
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Why access to knowledge
is cru(:lal for innovation

Fie il nestrictings free iow of miommation laumper inoceasion and gt incoonomies?

RAPSTR 60 s rATETS TR |BAL STETTIE
wlhﬂﬂuhmhh;hudulh
of rechakques 1 gl s lsie |
e, Wh o impreian wooadernand B |
il i1 b sl e mina g i o ity 0 TRaTely
s e boade w o Sdes s dhai g
rl-1_hrlrrlll members are 30k 19 arss
ihiz feraradedas, azd thai azciod rrrma
Pzt dr shartng of knowledge sy
Fiee e hiige of kioa ‘hr:lruh;ul
| Pragressis e merely an cootaomic
pranes, bax 3 gocial ard cureral cnome
rl'p.lhrﬂ,'_ll" spuradad dharing o
krssedediie srrus g s bty
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ALk and greeth, in that TespeoL
OO P 0 oen e oclal s ioss
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B ] ol krecraTege A gil
[hwnrie aral pracrisansm
Daaes the e sysbemm shap growts?
Thie soeci al wetioron of caste b Sidia bes
rrmerrd than knery wan e pEesEE
ol i il e oy, witlonioe Beng
el 00 TR ] ddense. Fulbrwmg
Irsdepepckence. pdicy propasa b perl s
rexrvniaEs haew Eeen mnirnodced i
ety kb ladirdw, Hioseever, accrm in
Fogh gasdicy e it S04 resism o of
resch Bar sy, e rhe dhow retreal of
the= ST PIWRIES
premrwe of the e
Mok s work shioess o e e of
M ETEE R IeTsal oes 1= qaakiy
"Wt regieen s on s the
kryesindipr aooamulaoed by o
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What happens
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when public knowledge is

RITTE IR

created on private infrastructure?

Recent achancements in Al Are raisdng concermes about the cor [l monopolisation of lnowledge and the urgent need For eouitable access o

ol innovatkon and collaboration

researchy prompting disoussions on the funre

¥asgdevan Mukenth

vy the past vear, a

copsiderabile amount of

oo for Machine

Lisarmirsg (ML) has gone [
researchirs working in of almgside lange
ety formms, SV A renent advirces
in Arcificial Engfligence (AL) have bein
Emarced e buil oo compore
InfrasimacTIRe.

Im 2124, the Mot Foumdation
gwvrded her phvsles prize o John
Hopéeid and Geoffrey Hamion for
mnoributans iar enabled leaming with
anificis pewral norwenrks, and the
shembary prize o Demis Haswabis and
lohn fur profein sirecrane .
Rt B plimacen
coonpuiational designl, Wr- Hassabes and
Wi Jumest wene: employed at Google
Dl ar thie tirmes of the rasnd; Mr,
Hinrop had spent a decade 51 GO0ER
befsre departing In 2023 These
sl rhons don't erase the laoreaies”
Academic histories bo they do indican
where prizeleved fusesich i row being
performed

This change reszs an maerial
enndiinns as well as idess.
Sraie-odthe-ar models depend an large
compating drasiers, curated data, sl
engineering leams. Googe's programms
in develop Tersor-Processing Linis (TPL)
Far 2 decs conires shivws how hied
cipital can hecame a scientific npe
rather than anly an isdomEariod
teckmology oo, Microsalts makiyenr
financing and Azure SUperoompeners sar
Cpenad reflect the same pelincal
ecoamy from a differem snghe.,

Case for poblic a00ess

Amy research with pubdc provemance
g ld nerurn o the pubic doesn, In
this consear, public money has supporied
early thearetical work, acadeimic posls,
el hipes, shared darasers, publishing
infraserucpare, and ofien the reseanchers
themsehes, n parallel, the points al
which the value became exchucdable Ly
Ilmrea:ingjydmmrmeam-mrh TespEcl [

mrﬂu-.tir]tsﬁ_sqtmw;.w (shemened as
CopuEed, e includes fighis o
oo, u-,umur_wr..deptfrfmrﬁ? e
fﬁarh;r;'l decisions 6 release or

1 weeighas, This helps explain w
recond Mobel Burestes have heen ;|u.uﬂ
i carpogale lboraiorios and why fromter
S¥slers are predominantly rained on
prvete cloud systoma.

I the 201k centary, firms sudh as Bell
Lakbs zmid DM haosted prize-wi
ressirch. However, much af 1he
kv ledlge then moved throogh
reprocducibie publicasions and apen
benchmarks. Today, hrewnﬂu?*th
wek al Mr Jumper, ENAM e, CIn
require karpe compite budgets and

: Dperatite ENperiee Asa

result the coneem 15t only that
coTpOTatkms Tecetee prizes but thit the
path from a puhblic insight w a working
system is infrastmactare and comnracs
cantrodled by 3 few firms.

shoakd thiz create coicrets gbligacions s
pomis where iechmokagy hacmmes
enclosed for privete conirel. [fan
academic laboratory accepts a public
graea, the deliverablies should ireclinde the
arielacts that make the work usable;
inchuding the training code, evalugton
suites, and weights n the AT mosdels ro be
redeased ander open Beences, [fa public
apency buys clowd credits o commissioos
miidel developenent, procunement shoukl
require that the benchmsacks and
Irmprovermssrrls ey Back to the commons
rather than bevane kcked inle 3 vendor,

Remove battiesecks

The angumeit Bn't ihat corporie
labemrataries con 't do omdaments
seienee; thay clesrly can. The clwim s that
puldic policy stemld rechuce the seruciurmal
anbvaiiages of privake ool Consider
Ll rebesss of Caoagle DeepMinds
AlphaFoid 2, which, bogether with &=
cexde arel pubilic soess w predictions,
alloret researchers beyood the
originatirgs lah tiz nm ehe syiem o
frezscnaliy b starcard hardware, retrisoe
large mumsbers of preoomputed

shrachares, and nseprate ther results inte
e wer kb, All ihis work was
slpnarted By puldic inslinstions thal were
willing o host and maineain the
FREmgrs

Where the comporaie stack is
imsdispersabie, Aach a5 when miming
Froestier models (wath billions or trillods
of chims abowr "responsible
release’ pibes ironically translase oa
closed release. Instesd, & mind Sonddsbonl
peanition shidd be oo ok risk
manapement S sirueiEed model of
HINER = periEps ooe that indhdes
slaged relepies, goress o weighas, apen
pipetration fedtleg 1ools. and & chear
siparatice berween aafery mionakes and
bcrimeses mad i — radier thanailow
peiuses eniiries ro resart fo blankes
secrecy in the name of safety.

The sarme hugic sppliss 0o compRe:
sl i, i conpuring resources became 2
schentific hoitleneck, they should be
treated as 2 public uEing Madonal and
reginnal compube foemens shokd
alicere resources for fres or at-cost o
seademie grevaps, nosprafits, ad amall
firms, and qualify them on apen
deliverables amd safery pracices, The
ultmate ol is 10 ressoni the abiliny of
putalic instrutoss t reprockece, et sl

ComCENETAiors,

Reeyond industry vs academia
Public sgences’ respanse shoukl he
dlirect = lpy. s TyINg
in gran PO

Aepied fmding disclomres ard
compute-ois] accounling m masearch
papers. Where Full npermess woukl creane
umacceplab e risks, sgencles can ase
ity or foalties (o fand compute aod

Funding b spenness

I= and requiring

| data comamans thar support the widar

BCOEVELSE. For corporile [ahoRoames, oo
Ve v hanid., theelr credibibiy Siwoiikd

ek o iseaFurabds concribmrions o B

OIS,

Journafets and the probiics snid alas
v beyond an industry e
academis®

The relevant questons are who sets the
research agenda, wha contrals
mfrastrusture, WhirCan reprosdnce
faciies, and whe benefes from deploving
the Al models. Interpreting tThe
A4 Mobe| Prives & irdhisiry viceories
alieme wonld miss the point that ihe
knowledge base s cummudative and relies

| oo public inprs, whille te capacity

alieaalize thar kremsledge s
El.em:l. arttoalaring this pariern allows
135 00 Tevagnise scientific merit wihiile

extenyl Jeading M- work wihoul baving to | demanding reforms thai endure pulblic

spek coTporape permision. Wikhisut sch
a comanons, howseer, poblicly fonded
e will continie 1obe umed ino
working syslenms o privae clmds amd
peturreed o the b o cxpenste
indormimtion prochics.

incheed, whilir 15 besnptimyg, o creal he
pnimies enploving the kuveabes anid
unifing pipselines a seprae Lo, one

Tic 4l the ather structural, they're

pannecied I the comgilEng resouroes.
T fact thar the Mobel Bureaes weirhed
it Gougle DeepMingd refbects whese teams

mpus produce public refums - in oode,
daka, "Ei.g:hlb. Berchimarks, and access oo
RN

To b g, thie ceniral conclusion isn'
resentment Abhaut corparace salaried el
ressponcting to the Gt that breakibnoughs
are increasiogly poowTing ak the
insereeciicn of pubdi knowledge and
privale infiasmaecnime, The palicy
progriaine should b o newrndne the
Tryess wiere public and privage
exilerpises e — arefc, daasets,
il compe . ond io bake this

with S, scientists, dowaln experts, daba, | expectamion ineo contracts and norms that
anifl camjanie ey operabe, Likrwise, the AT TeseaTe

fiiit thsat the most visibbe syziems of the
past ewe s were Irined on Micrsos
Az iwsler o inancing presment
ercpHams wi cons atsempl such (raining.
Bath Eacie reflect anderlying resodnoe

In thwse coelinions, Aanure awards can
b cefebrared with correspossding pablic
Besiefil becaise the aubpurs that mabe the
science wiahle will be resurned mohe
putlic
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If India wants
S[rong super-
specialists in
the public
sector, the
system must
reform.
Acknowledge
their service
through higher
pay scales,
allowances, or
faster
promotions.

Their workload

must be
regulated

INDIAN EXPRESS (P-10), 11 NOVEMBER 2025

with fewer doctors becoming
specialists, a crisis looms

5 POSTGRADUATE COUN:

SELLING for NEET begins, I

am repeatediy approached by

young medical graduates with

the same question: “Which
specialty should 1choose?", I've noticed a
change in their preferences. They nolonger
ask which branch saves the most lives or
offers the greatest career growth. Instead,
they ask: “Which course gives me lesswork,
fewer litigations, and a peaceful life?”

Decades ago, most MBES graduares were
from modest backgrounds and their moti-
vation was to build a career, serve soclety,
and grow professionally. Today, many are
from relatively secure circumstances, Thelr
priorities are peaceof mind and work-life bal-
ance. This change did not occur suddenty.

In 2019, India introduced the Compet-
ency-Based Medical Education (CBME) cur-
riculum to produce more skilled, patient-
ready doctors. The intention was noble; the
impact mixed. CBME made leaming stric-
tured but increasingly mechanical, Sudents
tick boses in loghooks, complete checklists
and meet competencies, undergo frequent
assessments and heavy documentation but
lose the freadom to explore. The goal shifts
from leamning medicine to clearing exams.
With overwhelming content, cognitive fa-
tigue sets in, Curiosity fades.

Meanwhile, India’s health system has
shifted. The rise of corporate hospitals has
reduced apportunities for independent prac-
tice, Earlier, a young specialist coukl opena
cliriic, build trust and grow, Today, that path
is narrow, Corporate hospitals offer minimal
room for individuwality orentrepreneurship.
Dactors feel like emplayees, not profes-
sionals shiaping teir careers. Ambldon dulls.

Mental health weighs heavily on
specialty choloes, Suicide rates Among daoc-
tors are higher than in the general popula
tion. Juniors watch senjors exhiusted after
36-hour duties. They see strined tamilies
The message they internalise is simple: Ly
not take on tee much. Do Dot go Fiit
branches that demand your whole life. 50
when it cormes to super-specialties, miany
step back, Why spend years in training for

more diaty hours, more risk, and little re-
ward? Super-specialty courses like DM and
MCh are demand vears of hard work and
commitment. But when completed, the pay
does not match the effort.

A surgical gastroenterologist or cardio-
thoracic surgeon may perform challenging
life-saving surgerveveryday. Yet, in thegov-
ermment system, thelr salary equals that of
a doctor in primary health care. There isno
recognition for the extra years, the higher
skill, the constant stress.

Inarecent super-specialty counsellingin
Tamil Madu, more than half the seats went
vacant. Government doctors in particular
were reluctant. Government hospitals face
a growing shortage of specialists. The poor,
whorelyon public hospitals, will suffer most
This jsasilent public health crisis.

Itiseasytoaccuse youngdoctorsof lack-
ing ambition, but that issimplistic. They are
not seeking luweury: they are seeking saniry.
Their reluctance is not weakness but a ra-
tional responseto the system that offerslitte
reward for sacrifice.

The old guard says, “We worked harder.
We faced worse, Why not vou?” But the con-
text is different. The earlier generations saw
hope. They opened clinics, butlr hospitals,
and rose on their own terms. That pathis
closed, The corporate model has taken it
M.Nﬂﬁ.m:ﬂmwlsb&mﬂﬂnbemgam
in a machine or fighting burnout inthe gov-
ETTUTRENT SYSIET. I India wantssIrong super-
specialists in the pubilic sector, the system
must reform. Acknowledge their service
through higher pay scales, allowances, or
faster promotions. Thei wiorkload mist be
regulated through clear duty hours, ad-
equate support stall, and reduced adminis-
trative burden. The government should also
provide suppor lor cans development.

without these changes, the pipeline of
super-specialists will keepdnyingupingov-
ernment hospitals, The crisis will notsmy st
lenit. The price will be padd not only by doc-
raes, but by millons of patients.

Tha wrilar /5. professor and fusad, 56
[ alithamisgpar Medical Colege Hosmital, Chennal .
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Whatgovt's Al gu
mean for tech regulation

Soumyarendra Baric
P D, Moweniibgr 312

THE MINISTEY of Ekciromics and T
formation Technology (Mety) hasun-
veilid porvimemnc: gl delses Tor Ardficlal
Imellipence (A0, which coubd perv 5 &
nhuepring s how Indla regalaes the iech-
nobogy, balamsing inssrvation with oo
tun ey and growth with Sdey

The possgirument had earier spmalled
s i emay reot iyghten e segpulaa ny iose
0 A st v, 25 |t bebhrves the bechaol 02y
couk help Neisighan innovad oneconomy
|mEhe country As such, the gUd dines rec
i an Irefis-g risk ampEmmIETL
framewark.a nationa Al incidens data-
hase, und the vse ol vohuniay [irseedks

arad rechinn-hegal measeres, such a3 em-
beclding peivacy of faimess nues direody
i sysiem dessgn,

The galdelices do. hewever, e
need B sy culeactive “content auth-
enticatan”. a8 synlhessally generated
limasgis, videos amd sodio feod ke Inmes-
net. Hiere, tha govemment has alread v pre-
posed |epal smendments 1o key kgl
tion, whichmould recquire companies like
YaraTube and Instagrarm 1o #dd viside -
bets o Al-peniElod Comem.

The laumich of the guldelines comes
ahead af the Tsdlz-Al [mpsd Sumait
a2k, which will b the lirt-ver gt Al
summit hosued in the ol Scurn.

Peod Ajny Kumar Sead, Priscipal Soen-
difl Audviseno thebovermment ol Badia, sald
aithe Lisnzh, The paiding principh i de-
fines dhe st of e feemevark . Do e

. W Focus i < reating sandowes far
Irnorvation dod o eiral Hng cisk micgon
withiln a Dehle, ardaptive fpeem.”

Whar rie guidelines say

The repodr’s key peooe o kil s ane
orgarised sround siepiians mfnsncuee,
rypacry buikding, policy & repid atsin, risk
mitizaiion, sessunishiiny and institoticns.

INFRASTHUACTUME: The repori calls for
expanding acoess i ata and Sompuie e
wtiives, i uding sy hadissd Eraphl=s pro-
cessiog wnds (GPLS e Indix-specife da
razets through plarfaems ke Afkosh. i
e Alwinh Dol Pubiic

tnbfed Pryments Interace (P13t alse
10 mcEni e se g -
vae | vestmeny: and sdoprion by WEMEL
with o reborien arud Ad-lindoad loans:
REGURATIDN: Indigs approach wEl ke
il and secioesgeeli, Ryl edsling
s B the IT Act smd tha T Fersomad
[t Pronecoics Act) while plugin g g

INDIAN EXPRESS (P-15), 11 NOVEMBER 2025

idelines

*THEACTION PLAN

EWPOWER FHE Incia Ml sksian,
il sRcnaral sepuknorand
siabe goreesrainals LG ISt Al
adoqtios, through A rses aninle
ilhuctane devel ppreen and refeas:
g BEES 50 dala and camu g (i

Fevedof sk, and whather duecil-
gere wezphapned

HTECAATE Arwith Digital Puldic
Inhepaiuzare [OF do promata doal
ability. intwra peraddinyand

P o

MCREASEDATA anaiebolity, sar-
g and imabidy o B deseiopmant
ik s on wi th ol daa pers-
ahilitrrtaedardsand date pasi:
rrcefranEami ks

ENCOUNAGE THE siiof iocalpeel
vaiT St by gy pEo Tha
creaien ol Cuilwra by repraspntatve
nedak

SOTE irclushaty
AOTIFT & graded fabi ity E0em COMDUCT SAFTTY saating.and
hased ar i hoction perfoenid evzhustiens
—
thrugh targeted améndments. The T
rulbss gur an immmediale nesd fora=andi
Torrim A e, b calbs for opxlanes on classdfi-
carlan, liabeliry, srmd L Imcksding
wﬂmﬂ;ﬁmuﬂdﬂ:ﬁﬂlr{ﬂ!— KEFP'B].“E
crplioes, Rk SNIEE e thereisa
auihenticarion to posier deepfakeand for I:-ull:ﬂlu:.!.l
i rmertionel cooperalisn mn AL sandands, kit
& rishsuen, Secreiary, bty saicipithe 5D
launch, S focis remaingo uH ng e regalacory
ing degislation wherever possibile, AUIRE  hurden, thire a6
Beamof kall BPussmonincit snsiing  sancems ahout
Al azrees Burmanity aml benefis people’s data privacy and
[iwsma witalls addressing podiriial harme® Ilerancs fs:
IS MITIDATION: As sinted earBer, (ke
repan propcsd s [ndl specific rizh -
cassament Irameweok 16 febect Incal real- ™
1, ot wit rhe e nd wolunba ry e
ol and techno-ligal messiess. There isno
ACCOAINTABEITY: A graded Uabilky re- COMNserslEom
gme i with responsiilliyved  whatshouldbe
i Banction and risk lewel, Deganiietlonm done when Al
must adoge prievance sedrsdal alens, te e e umed
TENSparency prpcorting el clf-oemifica- ﬁ'[ﬂ.ﬂﬂﬂlml
thos mmechanisms :
IMETITUTRIRG: Thi: Framewark envi- alficials.

sioaza whofe-of-guremassnL approach,

led by an A Governance Groug TATGGL
supported ity a Tech nalogy S Policy Expean
Ciemminss (TFEC) and technically backed
Iy the A1 Safety mstibate [AIST].

CAPECITTEIRLDING The pideliers e
s T recyand training o citizens.
prublic s2rvants, and law sniorcement
They recommend saling epesdsting <Hl-
ling prograses o brdge pags In smaller
cotres and enbance techmical cagaciny
RCTOES Bo e AT [Rsrrmtions.

How puidelines were prepared
The guid sines were-drafted by a high-
lerval commmi e comstaing of palicy ex-
pertsunder the chairmasship ol Frol Bz
araman Eadpden, OT badne
According to AhlEchsk Singh, Addi-
tiomal Secreeary, Mac; and CEQ indiaal,
“Thesnmmine: wen! through edensive
dolrirasas and prepared adrall s,
witich wes apened for public ool Gition
“Thir i pus noceived i u chearsym of deorg
ERERESMEnL Do sECis A3 Al Son-
elriie o evalve rapldly, & second commil-
ree Wi fiormed 10 reviey thse i and
refinecheInal muuidelines.

The recent guidelines suggest risk
management within the existing
framework of laws under the
guiding principle of ‘Do No Harm®

el fTeags overofficials” wse of Al

Even a8 [he povernment beolsoen:
pourage AT with lirthe burden,
thare ane intemed red fags coer dans pre-
vy and mfergn phaks, epecially whien
snchspiens e beingused ey povemn-
minr officiale,

VWhai happens whints govemmiata-
ficer ploads én internal sore 1oan Al
chatba foraguick summary?Wsin a pc
= sk an Alassistant o op-
tienise 00TV serss a ciny? Orwhan a po-
lcymaker usis a conwrstiznal medelo
Mni—m-ﬂinﬂnﬂh‘lrﬁmmu.ﬁ!
sysfem analyse fech promges at s,
id=me fy thiuser. ke thele role, dras par
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The soul of a university lies inits creative spirit
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Shaping tomorrow’s
educators today...

KRISHNASISH DASGUFTA

It is o secret that the world of education and its various
domains are pretty fathomless, to say the least.
Gramification, as a concept of sorts in education, is not
something fairly new. The many game-based elements
that teachers often use in the classrooms are an intriguing
one indeed, and the purpose remains equally interesting
as well,

It is rather simple- to enhance student-engagement
and overall integrate and incorporate those learnt
technigues into the entire learning process. For effective
learning, gamification in classrooms often is a thing
that promotes natural exciterent among the students.

The Department of Education of Sitaram Mahato
Memorial College, Purulia, and Baneswar Sarathibala
Mahavidyalavajointly presented a very insightful event
recently, The entire event was held in collaboration
with Boithoki, an academic forum spearheaded by
professor and educator Ujjwal Mahato as part of their
fortnightly online educational lecture-series,

A free-for-all lecture was presented online via Google
Meet, Samrat Bisai, professor at Ramakrishna Mission
Brahmananda College of Education, Rahara, was the
primary speaker and academic analyst who spoke on
‘Gamification in classroom: Navigating within and
bevond’, Professor Bisai felt that students all across are
very much used to the traditional method of learning
involving lectures, classrooms, teachers, and finally
the students. It is a somewhat sardonic reality that in
the traditional method, students actually tarm out to be
silent listeners.

It is in this context, ‘gamification’ always helps as it
tends to make the curriculum attractive and paves the
way for interactive, meaninghul learning in the classroom.,

Another RKMBCE professor, Manoranjan Pal, opined,
“See, gamification in an educational setting can always
leave a profound impact. Many classrooms in the
country are multilingual, Hence, when you use a concept
like gamification, it actually helps inthe overall diversity
of these classrooms.”

Despite all kinds of challenges, gamification as a
concept can invariably make learning both exciting as
well as meaningful. For a country like India, often
dubbed as a ‘Linguistic Mosaic, linguistic diversity

realistically poses some sort of threat as well as an
opportunity for India’s unity.
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The Ostrich Effect

SAKSHI
SETHI

ZNI} OPINION

FrHE PIONEER
mé across the oownbneurban or rural, elite or
}:mﬁfmﬂg exiirs a peowiar breed of educators wila
hawve parincizd the art of selectve blindness. These are the
practifioners of what might be called the Qstrich Effect: the
rirme — honoured sl of graring incervenisn tniths while
claiming to se¢ evendhing else with hawk-Tke precisan.
They can catha whispered sCret fram the bast bench with
uncanry accuradcy, yet fil o patice that hall the class has
mentally checied out, They spot a passing chit instantly
bt seen s fully pnawsare hat their lesson ntan:mfrcrfl
in the pre-smarphone e, now halds the relevance ol 8

writer ab a coding koot camp

Thie Dstrich Effect sn'L just a leadhing quirk = it's a full-

Bl
e TR TR R L L

PIONEER (P-08), 12 NOVEMBER 2025

Ishivaams Iy choloe, For some, every issue in the class-
roam is blemed an & supposesd “dacling in student ciso
pline,” When test results disappoing, the stard are al faull-
Mencueny's petragrade, upler’s misalignment, or, of course,
the mythical “loss of moral values, " Anyibing but the pos-
sibility thast thedr own approach might nesd an upsdste Wiy
pyphane creative mechods ar technalogy-enhanced learn
irng it ome can cing to the comboning laméiary of dic-
tatian drills and the age-oid threat of 0 call your
parenis™? The pherarsnod shines brightest during dass-
roam ohservaions Where reflective educanors see foed-
Ik @ A lad e For grosth thee ostrichestyle teacher per-
relves it a8 a personal attack. SUggest 3 more shadens-led
activity, and e reaciion is pune drama: "Bul this i o
["vn abays cAUZhT they protest, mistaking longevity far
pxceBenon. ir's the educational equialent of Tiagging atout
= yearsal driving experience while routinely ignoing rafic
lights. Experience. aerall means litthe withaut evaltutaon.

Parent-teacher meetings provide yet another stage far
this rmamnce, These sessipns-ldeally moments ki
collaboraBon-often. UM nto exsrcises In inbelechual
“mﬁmmﬁjm o kst sonres or unfinished wark,
e feachers teist and fum until blame lands squarely

cripples classroom progress

eyl Sirg e slleniy SR unsure abogt inergers, g
somecne notices. But thad would mean lilng ane's Bead
ouE of the sanid, and we can'thiawe that, can we? Even pro-
fssiomal development waikshops-thase rane chanies o
medresh and reémagine beaching-are trea ted by some wilh
theatrical disineresl Arms crassed, B2oes tank, they endens
new icheas ax if atterding a lecture an the history of paper-
Clips. Srudent engagement s maregiesT Ematonal infelb
gence? Digital 1oals? Surely, they must b= fads. After all §
chadican deralk worked forty years ago, why change now?

Yer beneath she subbarnness lies samethang human
comiforlt Famiar methods leel safe, Reflectian feels iky
Acimpwiedging blind spats rake s MUY and hmeaty =
rarely cosmioeahle. Buteduca ion cannol theiee in comfoe
mones. Todmy's learmers think, gquestion, and prooess
Infcarnarkan difarencly, They peed Classnsams that eveive
a3 queckhy a5 the wofld arcund them

Firaching is tnaly abowt prepanng stadents for dwe i,
then meachers mist model sdapgability, curicsity, and
taurage. The class roanis rata muesewm of maditions hut
i |||-'||'|EEI-'N-)'F|P“'| It nizecls gardenars, nol celriche -0
Canors wha nurture goewihe tend to changing needs, ardd
lake respansibility for what they cultivare. and, undike

hae parenits, “four child &cks discipline at home,” they  ossriches, Zgardenars keen thelr heads up.
g:&amﬁcmiéﬂm‘ forpetting their awn ungraded - Ly
assignments of absenie of meaningful feedback. The TR T e A ey '
-~
....|.||||||||||||||||||||lIlIIlIlIlII!I!IIlIIIIlIIlI!IIlIlIIIJHII!IlIIII|l|l1|hlil|IulllllIIlI|l|I-|Ilu.uq.||.||||||||||np|'l:.l-
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efence Studies and Analyses

at 60: The making of strategic thought

UTTAM
KUMAR SINHA

When India faced its defining strategic crisis
in the early 19605, it was compelled to
rechink what security truly meant. The 1962
War with China expossd not only military
shortfalls but also anabsence of intellectu-
al preparedness, The young republic, sill dis-
coverlisg the gramimar of poweer, realised that
ideas could be as critlcal o defenice as
armies or arsenals. From thal period of
nacional inrrospecton emerged an msttution
thar would shape India’s strategic imagina-
tign - the tnstituce for Defence Studies and
Analyses, now the Manahar Parrikar [D5A. 165
establishment in 1965 marked India's decision
to think systematically about powerin a fur-
bulent wharld.

The Institute's origing He in a
series of encounters abroad. In
May 1964, Defence Minister Y8
Chavan and Defence Secretary
ME Rao trave lled to Washington,
o, seeking ideas to modernise [néias
defence planning. There, they encountered
rhe RAND Corporation — an instlfution thal
applied mathematical precision [ QuUESs-
finng of war and strategy, RAND'S Bystems
analysis methods, champloned by Robest
McMamara's "whiz kid" Alain Enthovemn,
demonstrated how dats and models could
inform complex military decisions. 5000
after, Enthawen was invited to Mew Delhi,
where he propesed that India should estab
lsh It own RAND. Almost simultaneously,
Alastair Buchan, the founding director of
Londan’s Instilute for Strategic Studies (now
1155}, arrived with 3 very different idea.
Buihan viewed strategy o8 Conversaton — an
axerclee In context, inlerpretation, and policy
diglogue rather than egquations. Between
these pwa approachss, India cho o the lates
Lacking the resources far RAND'S compuia-
tional rigour but drawn to (he British trad
tion of policy debare, it adopted the |5
model, That decisian gave the Insioe 11s
defining pemperament — I:I:IHEE'FHI.IJH':.I rich
and intellectually virant, yet markesd by a

peErsisteml absence ol |||_|.'||'.I|IBIIULI‘
MEOUE Ehat continees to shape its analyits
Even inday,

The rld-19008 wiere b Charged imam et in
Indian politics. With Nehiu gone and Lal
fahadur Shast i navigating post sal angienes,
national confidence required renewal. The
1965 War with Pakistan revived military

Jlhe E ioneer

morale bur also exposed the need far cohar-
ent strabegic planning. 1Twas in this enviran
ment — uncertain yet purposeful —that the
itea af an sutenamous research body taok
form: one that could advise, critique, and
think alongside the state while remaining
independant of it,

On Noversber 11, 1965, IDSA was formally
registered a5 a sociery, with Major General
som Putt — fresh from a fellowship at the 155
and formerly Commandant of the Defence
Services Staff College, Wellington — as its first
Diractor. During his London tenure, he
authored twa notable Adelphi Papers: The
efence of India's Morthern Borders and
India and rhe Bomb In the latter, written 2oon
after China®s detonation of thresd Atomiic
devices in 1966, he argued that India might
one day meed its own nuclear capability to
mainkain Asia's strategic balanoe

wichin three years, the Institute launched
itg Arsl publicatkon — the IDGSA Journal. In his
foreword, Home Minister Y8 Chavan caplured
the spirt of a changing era: ~In this
nuclear age, rraditonal principles
af military operations hegin to he
in doubt.. previous tenets of
nattanal secuiity have o he e
examined ard fresh ones evolved,”
it was a declaration of intellecmual indepen-
dence - guestioning anakhytical, and unafraid
The inaugural issue leatured PR Rao's esiay
on “National Defence Policy and the Higher
Direction ol War® and Lieurenant General GG
Bewoor's study on “High Aliitude Mountain
Warlare,” laying the groundwark lar
India's emerging defence discosrse. Bewoor
werald Brer Became the Army's ¢ighth Chiel
af Btaff.

Under K Subrabmanyam, I05A began to
forge @ distinct invellecual entity within
Indla’s sprategic community, A civil servant,
Subrahmanyam returned in 1968 alter & stint
al the Lomdon Scheol oF EConomics and a
stapdy tour of LS institutions — joining firsd as
DiFector |Programme] amd soon after
a% Directorn,

&t 3 time when open debate on naticnal
security was rare, he transformed IDSA inig
a fprum of igorows inguiny. Insisting that it
haold e alfcial line bk @mbrade dhverse vieug.
points, He ofien remarked that the instituie's
true sirength Wy inifs ability o sustam dis-
agresment with dignity

That ethos was tested almost immediats-
iy, [N 1GGE, a9 Uhe wierid's major powers - the
Uhmibed  Srates, Soviet Union, and United
Kingdom — adeandeesgd the dral af ihe Mo learn
tion Proliferation Treaty |NPTh India laced a
crivical policy dilemma, AL DSA, the debage
was heth intense and luminating. soms
prged that access|en (o che KPT woukd com

promise India's sovergignty and erode jis
ateabegic autanorry, while others viewed par
tictpation as a constructive step toaands rein-
farcing global norms of nuclear resteaint, The
Institute, true moits Funding ethos, refrained
from adopting an Instifutional position,
allowing individual scholars (o articulabe their
analyses independantly. This pluralism ol
thought mot only enriched the discourse
bur also underscored 1D5A'S endufing com
mirment to inteilectual reedom and analy-
ical integricy.

Among those who advanced this legacy
were PR Chari and |asjit Singh, whao deepened
I5A's analytlcal influence throaugh their
scholarship and policy engagement Lalet, K
Santhanam brought a markedly different
aensibility oo rhe nsfioute. A nuclear sciencise
by training. %anty, as he wias fondly kiown
had been partaf the quartet that erchestrat
ed ndia®s 1998 nedear ests alongside B
Chidambaram. Anil Kakodiar, and AF) Abdul|
Kalam. When he took ovar a8 Direcior Mo
1001 1o 2004, he infused into ID5A & sclentists
disclpline — ropted in medeiling. sysrems
thinking, and quantitative analysis — dimen-
slens the Instirete had long underplayed. I
Subrabhmanyam, the civil servani-scholarn
had endowed 1D5A with concepiual depth
and a culjure of debate, Sanky sought to courn-
plement it with emplrical precision
Both exemplified a shared conviction rhar
India's strategic thowght musl remain
informed, autonomaus, and unswayed by
political expediency.

This intellectual autonomy yielded a sub
stantlal corpus of schoalarship, In 1977
Strafegic Aralysis was launched 25 a monthly
jeurnal, later transitioning into a peer
reviewed gquarterly In 2002 and, in pariner
ship with Reurledee, into 2 bi-monthly pub-
lication in 2007, -Over the decades, it has
bacome a principal forum for India®s securi
by discourse, pubiishing Influential analyses
on nuclear palicy, reglonal strategy, intell
gence refurm. and military modernisation.

SIXDy wears on, the Indtitute's foonding
purpose ¢ndures Yet, despire 15 congideralle
contributions, LR5A 1as been slower o nre-
arate quantitarive and intardisciplinary
methodologies intaios research framework
This methodelogical gap continues bt con
Araln the infusion of empincal ngour and &6
Iytical precision into india’s steal epbcstudies
= d limitarion cival future scholarship naese
censcinusly address Q?ﬂ'h
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Sustainable future through knowledge and innovation

The futuee will be shaped ot jusd by what we know, Dut by hiw we chooss o e tiat knowladpe. Scianta gves us te tooks; wisdom detérmings thalr purpose.
When guided by ethics aod inclushity, stience becomes & bridges hetween human aspirstion and planetary well-haing
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ast month, British Prime
Minister Kelr Starmer
arrived in India with a
planeload of viee
chancellors. The Indian and UK.
Eoreermiments announced thag
several UK. universities plan ro
open branch campuses in India.
Some of them have already
received University Grants
Commission (UGE) approval,
wiiile others are in the early stages
of the application process. The
fact that Mr. Starmer led this
delegation can certainky speed up
the regulatory approvals and
establish these new campuses as
legitimate ventures. However, it is
worth analysing this initiative.

The need for branch campuses
The recent changes in the
India-U.K, educational parmership
are thed to the broader India-U.E.
Viskon 2035 and the recently
shgnied India-UK. Comprehensive
Economle and Trade Agreement.
Alse, Bridsh higher education i
undergoing an unprecedented
financial crisis, created both by
inadequate support from the
Starmer government and by a
dectine in the numbser of
international students going to the
LK. and paying high fees, It is
likety that some British
umiversithes are looking to a move
to India a5 & way of earning
income from Indians without

im; ing students. But will
111;;;: :'-'gﬂl'l't to study at a branch
campas as a substitute for the
“real thing"? Will the branches
apply the same standards both fior
student performance and faculty
quality in India as they do on their
home campases?

Branch campuses do not always
succeed. And when they fail,
students are often left without
alrernatiees, [0 ravent years,
several international branch
campuses faced significant
sethacks, Texas A%M Unbersity
closed its Qatar campus after bwo
decades of operation. In Ewrope,
the University of Kent's Brussels
campus was shut down due to
financial pressures. These
developments reveal a growing

HINDU (P-9), 13 NOVEMBER 2025

The limits of international branch campuses

Professor Emeritus
and DEtinglshed
Fellow, Certer for
Intermational Highes
Education, Boston
Callega, LS.

Programme Officer
Hintematianalisation]
at tho Kerala State
Higher Educatisn
Couneil

The ultimate

value of foreign
branch

campuses will
depend less on
their brand and
moe o their
ability 10 offer
something not |
readily available |

in India

fragility in the operation of |
international branch campuses
where global uncertainties and

local market realities challenge the
sustalnability of such ventures,

"This risk should be an eye-opener |
for India, where clear contingency
frameworks are yet to be outlined.,
o of the major gaps [n current
VGE regulations ks the lack of a
clear safery net for students,
especially If a branch campus

were (o duddenly shut down.

Just whart 13 a branch campas?

15 it a full peademic instinetion
transplanted from one couniry to
another, with & campus, a variety
of offerings, perhaps some focis
on research, facilities for smderm
services, and the like? Or ks it a
floor of an office complex offering
i few specialized degree
programmes deeméd to be
attractive to target audiences and
taught by local faculty or
prodessors from the home
untversity who fly in for a few
weeks or perhaps teach only on
Zoom? Globally, there seem 1o be
many more of the lamer.

Experts poini out that building |
a “real” branch is expensive and
tirne conswming, Most “real”
branch campuses around the
wiorld have been inanced by
ECvernmenls o in some cases by
property developers. For
example, the campus of New York
Upiversity in Abu Dhald was buile
viging funds from the UAE. Foreign
universities are setdom willing to
imviest In actually building overseas
catmpuses. So, it is worth asking
whether the British universities
will be making significant
investmenis o baild their
branches in India or whether they
stmiply intend to leverage bocal
parinerships and facilities.

There & also the question of
fepching. Will these branches
provide full-time fculty from thelr
home campuses! EXperience
zhows thar this is seldom the case.
A5 3 result, these campuses have
to rely primsarily on lecal faculey. 1
that is the case, what then will
distinguish these branch
campuses from India's emerging

elite and semi-elibe universiies?

Also, will tive branches fuve 2
research mission? The vast
majority of branch campuses
worldwide are only teaching
otpeosts, as bulkding research
capacity is expensive. Indeed,
regearch has been i point of
contention between the Chinese
government and a number of the
branch campuses in China —
including British branches of
Notringham in Ningbo and
Liverpood in Surhou,

In India, the question is
wheether the branch campuszes will
be allowed o engage with the
national research ecosystem by
participating in the schemes of the
Indian Council of Social Science
Research or Deparmnent of
Science and Techoology or remain
isolated teaching units, Their
contribution 1o Indki’s research
ourput and innovatkon metrics
waotld be meaningful only if they
are incentivised o undertake
research collaborations and
capacity-building.

Bal ambition and reality
The ultimare value of foreign
branch campuses will depend less
on their brand and maore on their
ahility to affer something nod
readily available in India. 1F

[ handled well, branch campuses

can provide access for snedents as
India expands higher edwscatiod
enrolments. They can provide
usetul examples of innovagive
giwerniment and management
practices that may be relevan) for
India’s often scherotic higher
educatin system. However, the
absence of clear frameworks on
asrcrediratdon and quality
assurance feaves uncertainey
abiout how such collaborations will
align with national Mandards and
pratect student interests. The
gquestion of fee stricmurnes adds
anather ayver of complexity
because India’s many semi-elie
amd eline privase universities
already offer globally
benchmarked programmes with
international partnerships. As
India approaches an era of branch
rammiises, there are significant

pogaibilities, bl corar s j-lf"i.
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On Donald Trump’s compact for higher education

Forced to choose

SAIKAT MAJUMDAR

onakd  Trumps  compact
for higher tian sig:
naks a wholly new way in
which mmiversities can be
wiked 0 the idedogy of
Sfake administration, This new model
of adminktrative asthoritarianiss &
Likely to b a largy impact worldwide,
inchuding an the higher education land.
ban b happen throagh divect pal-
iry and administrative decisions by the
State, _T‘1'|.1|:|:||.'|'5 commpact, om the other
hand, is offered a8 a choire to U5 wilver.
sities — to those “Institations thet want
toquickly retarn to the parsuit of Troth
and Achimement™ Insistutons whicl
acvept the compact will gain access 1o
sigriificant federal fumds, Their adher-
ence o the terme of the contract will be
reviwed anmually by an ecternal agen-
v, and non-compliance will be penalised
b the return of any funds obibaired,
AN elettoral base scoptical of scjen.
tific research, including that on envis
ronmental depradation and ecomamis
realifies, now Eaces a promise of wath
and schlevement untarnished by ideal-
ogy. Sach ks the pature of the post-truth
wield's pefurn o the pursuit of Troth
Univessbibes endering the campact will
hawe o lnatifnle & range of policy e
forms, including identityblind studoni
admissinn and finaneial support as well
&3 Euculty and staff appointments, an
open dimate nocivil discourse on cam-
pis, institutional neutrality pis-0-ris s0-
co-political incidents, a five-year tuition
Iree:ge [or American students with par-
deakss preference for studsnts purso-
b the hard sciences, clear ard newtral
stardards for grading, and Uhe peducsion
of Boreign involvement and recraliment
of Lerternational studerts.

1o whom the compasd was offored on
ﬁfmhfl—lﬁnmmrmthm.um
universities of Arizona, Pennsybvanis,
Southern Califoenis, Texas at Austin,
Virgimia, and  Vanderbilt Ewcept
Vanderblil and UT Austin, which have
uﬂmr‘ammumdl'mt g

pumpact, The
federal adminictrathon hes now offered
the compact 1o institotons naticnwide,
Om Oetaber 27, New College of Florida
bocame the first instinytion tooffer o ae.
crpt the St

bitter
the issue af anté-Semitism on aniverst-
¥ campuses. On a superficial level, the
compact offers & degree of faimess and
support for mainsmeam American wal
wes and nderests. But there is no dowabt
abwonl which Ameriea 1 seeks tosi pport
suppresssd, minorideed, and immigrant
Inbereits have o place here The open
maarketplace of Meas mplies space for
cinserative yoiees) non-identarian ad-
mission and appoiniment slgnal the snd
of institutional support for minortes

Salkat Majumdar is Professor of
English and Creative Writing at
Ashaka Univarsity and writes heve in
Nis parsonal capacity

Brown University: principled stance

Foreign students and staff are o longer
Welinrme.

It"s & [airmess that appeals io Trump's
support hase. 1§ can even win Kim some
new cnes. A fve-year fuithon foeese for
American stadenis may resonate with
A poqnalstyon that has become exhaus)
ed with astromomical sticker prices on
college degreas amd is creasingly un-
comvinced about their worth. & sipnifi-
icans part of the mainstrear (werklwids)
has increasingly become disenchanted,
indesd antagordssd, by whsl they. s
& the dominabon of Lell-lberal views
o camps 18 explaing why the outrgs
against the bullying of universities
has primarily been limited to students
and faculty and has not drewn sigmifi-

it b swing the Mealogical pendhem
B fhe other end.

“Tha inmasing costs of higher eda-
cation are weakening domestic pogudar

potiticians. to attack higher edecition
itz B kind of etile booary that the togey-

lopical struggle bedwesn the right-wing |
ian povermEsnt and a oweak- |
emed Central European Univessity this
suummer during my stint 8s 8 Fellow at
the Instinne of Achvaneed Study in the
eviscerated CEU campas in Budspest,
Orbdn has exploited the legal vulner-
: i chrtered
umiversley ko fovce aut of Hungary the
instinution supparted by his arch-en.
emy, the Hungarian-Jewish philan- |
thropist, Geotge Soros, While Meology
candinies o fuel the bostility betwesn
universities and popuiist dictatorships
worldwide, the latter's preforred modes
of imterfersnics ared dominstion remain
legalintic and bureancrathe, Wi soe this
with the currmi regime bn India whers
public imstitutions are
dependent on state or Central admin-

with the character of American capital-
e, It makes s a5 & chodee
clTarad o that becomes for
Thein & Ervorable Braencial transaction,
Bl a5 a national messire that i nomee
open o institutions across 50 stakes, it s
aden whiat [mnatieff calls “a ‘renationall.
zation’ of one of the most owtward:look-
Ing educational systems in the world,®
For a political party that has slways
pched fior less, not more, goverrmsent,
this striking apportunism sels to bring
whiat B possihly the groatest space for
dizsent, fre thought, diversity and ine
ternationalism  umdér  administeative
and ideclogleal contral. Bit right now.,
it to the carmod ﬂﬁhl]]‘_ﬂ.h“ ot thie
gtick. Chobes, money, and ransactian —
aren't thess the fimdamental markers of
ihe free market? But by whas sledghi-of-
MMWMMHMW
el

- PSSR T 0 e 00§
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HPsjoblessness

It reflects fault lines of the state's economy

ACHAL Pradesh, often praised for its
. high literacy and human development
i indices, now faces a grim paradox — onein
.| every three young persons is unemployed.
“..The latest Periodic Labour Force Survey
[P‘LFE] puts the youth unemployrnent rate (ages 15-29)
at a staggering 33.9 per cent, up from 29.6 per cent in the
April-June 2025 quarter. In contrast, Punjab’s rate eased
to 18.9 per cent, Haryana's dipped slightly to 15.4 per
cent, while the all-India average stood at 14.8 per cent.
The hill state’s joblessness is not new, but its scale
has become alarming. Behind the bleak figures lie strue-
tural imbalances: a limited industrial base, seasonal
tourism and a disproportionate dependence on agricul-
ture and government employment. The state’s educat-
ed youth, many of them degree-holders, shun low-pay-
ing private sector work and await elusive government
vacancies. As a result, thousands of qualified applicants
compete for a handful of posts, while others migrate in
search of work. The gender gap is equally stark. Unem-
ployment among educated women remains far higher
than among men, reflecting both social norms and the
lack of suitable job opportunities. In rural areas too,
mechanisation and shrinking farm sizes have reduced
" informal work options, swelling the ranks of the jobless,
The state government cannot afford to remain compla-
cent, It must move beyond recruitment promises and chart
a comprehensive employment strategy. Expanding small-
scale manufacturing, agri-processing and eco-tourism can
help absorb educated youth. Equally crucialis aligning skill
training with market demand, promoting start-ups and
incentivising private sector participation in hill-friendly
industries such as renewable energy and food-processing.
Himachal's high literacy is an asset, but without jobs, it
risks becorning a source of frustration and migration. The
growing army of jobless youth should serve as a warmning,
Development must not only educate but also employ. m\ L


Admin
Typewritten Text
TRIBUNE, (P-6), 13 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text


TRIBUNE, (P-7), 13 NOVEMBER 2025

Demucracyvs control: '] engﬂfwarmPU

thal P eweband b urdme
araraiarass  during e
paional mgiee o U aoly

Leger pobfecd drramss of
thre Wit w0 v i et iy
ghter it il iba ke e Lo e
Ty demerralic charsser o
wam = winlberaey Pusgpab’s
saem avur Crursdfes

Wt bl s U v b

ek waa pAlfE W

Pty ond riad fomde ter
the cemirg =p ol e iarvs
Frardsfons wnesernbios al
Caloitta, Midras asd Bosi:
Ty ol L o fior L ez
i fim ke reeg: reededd B
b= premrovd The Serole

i S orsliu b The
aasiyr wprente al PIMS onsjoe
crians, rudmby cgwime  moo B Geenifee ORI - . P L, O PRV gl leriage Raies
s dfel Gl sedely hin] | EERSON Feney 3 HHL T Thie rista. of P due
e e & e’ prodsed. (heoined] sy 0 foermer chied  —  thin wam  Dha Haryans High Coertinficic:  wni heghlighied by wowss
it oz afdart] b be mbe  poticmeolikigh ol Do rrRerd ol Uir e ise it S, Py e ol B FU  oppeostrg U Greodtls notii-
At b the Sudeng i vechded he coreshrian ol abeemorol paoedsan of The e ke EOOEM and MEFCHG  Hon Saeed on Oclabet 305K
ot il Basywmuld ol i o reb-corvariiee be ook ety o s ey e beas compleisd wlh- s dhelowass shaough PR
piinanypoiad inlheuse  nls e, Geprleey 00 Aoeondllsg BB sk an iy o ool ellet.  risosholder dirdes, reverer
ey FraTia. aarvdmumis o PO AL amaneement, o Pen Seale h & pecfiramd b nicsll the  sb=g Bom Crondigarh o i
I iy, (he Contnd  changes in PIf seiules'pnie  Tvrmdbars on o Eves Saolly Fdepenadert; bndtatne 5 e g mihe tnd oo of Pusgeh
i Bree b oouckd iy b g trom Cucwlley, P, whas ceperied. Wil garve: Rk g o s
Hinn o Orioher 5 oveded | apation withn e nggiletond. ‘el ke from. ersacg b emoey o Chandipes b opef] of rpsstinn was e 3el
aryg e Theymirold. dernocrile.  Thisr repeorts weie i before. B fTilinked collags ki pircial] lh il the
cilly detel pireieniade  the GFC and el geolsl  md ather profesionals |1 I e wdlialion of The  =fLhe notfesfon (Reverster 1
gorerig Aramiae of Parjsh  radem wad lnthe  Thaerr edertanaio the Bergile o030 36 [ cowrwxios v Lhe s
Clnreosity (MO} rewmsa 4w Hynchoake aod Sele s I s afler e Pttt o The lerm ol The b Senade oganbabes  of e sk
Sty (ouprere epmbrbee] e Thirwaraiaadbmifod  whis, e (oS ERRy e raic- onded on {iciober 31, M3 owsnber L T o gl g
ard the Syraicrin b Ihe high mart I8 B FIL  ralsd ot Papdeh, il o wilbinl e spproval of Uw  orgeig high-paEls st
bodwl. Boecws, e kg Fandadnry Sedin whelike sy irhe T Tann
reaillir ceeglioted s The Serals reforo e epar e v i i be 5 b rocd, Sergie T 0EE,  Amemhly meet srhech b baing
ol Berarie refrra, wh roo i B budod in the faibes of  TIOSSmEEE Y protably pen e cdviotor  pojeriudic an s et
bask o foe rrore ool Wi bothe Pt COAT) Than v Lhewr peapestivn (irsaire m atan Bidl i1 by ol e alection procws. seing the toee o e 207
Chanadcr [nf MM Pud, cewslooboftodnaiindes eofdomebmmmda be oG LEHITH far faa prnaza Sarois Purtial Soserhdy et arel
TR ino R hiverd fes g CEEA, whick,  FILACH LEST), The Taodty o ]Lﬁﬂy‘ﬂ'ﬁ:ﬂ_ﬁuujh‘ﬂ Mortros wres e oal of X059 pe ey dloctora.
Srw s, (hosgh e wmsdesigned o folllthe pre- rRhamcy’ i e Serste oo ' st Uhe st WC, Bl irodfing. el wrndher faowe Tl e
velurm figne tad bacorador.  ermeng nguerrsenh ef U prided. s lecied Sermion. SIS U PTSE g b bl B bas ki ta s ipebas f3 Be ppposilion
peard fr s long Srra, & pdand ﬂmr—ﬂrﬂmm Thigits: T Banwds ayidia Pl cikendar m e lpbimade derocrate pes. gt Lhe mobdenas wak
Bp mamastem the  limbersy Thad bad soree i Hesr hal begom =@ 3018 carce wwnam in PITS  fae geomophacal pleereey
perblerd femereal st vice  exlisience b A mobstngenalieidhaty  MO-CIEP]  enit s e afPUn g the cap
sharcalsrakip of Pvol Anin "!'h:- pdhols rretbiency e Viee-Dhaisdkr oo poe- sepreEing ol i o varmeo Rinds ol fadof o sl with s ke,
K Qredet. sl paelomed ta : i of - refiarrd i fooe- eprnon sooul chemewrding ke ok Thad, e
amiiuct the procestinge of  Seinisedecpiebegen ool conners of PO ina P OCEUETORICYIITES. Bl bevlage grammnme  jsiob rebided with fhe o
the Fente ingeporelesl of  Bewle o (e cooonpd o initbded o Mol by the Lo el riplecmy themi  gars of the wrivenehy pets
Erctional pakilion. ekt isanchn ity  Chial Justics o Punjeh arxd sl & imirdsaal adraban|

[ st rvar I

e faledly Enbed unih ihe

of Lba Wi Criorn
Fremsitnr on hedd Tre rodify
mabon Wi o nEr el (B
rzparreErTelen.  ard  bler
wyEdrradng il o Kiednles 1,
HES Theragh sapdend ofgar
whrs o aekmimed S
decirdan, Chaey refume oo wird
up v srragels uabl the
sl for Uw S slee-
Bon ke el oo albgod
Tt e cleriian hug adcady
B hediberaiely oo oo ¢
e by thes Ceridre

Al s ared Sorwe, U et
Meniin  reTEEne O
] afaed s vabod e
podris am P oo
refermrs Thisd afung for
wimhu qae, citng e FUE
Ferilage characier, il 45 s
¥y the e frreaded stanos 2Mtae
Rt P silendiir o @
maivihaigad semurn al
LCETERIEFDIAY (TS, 1 5
piciacr. b thoss prssd Brg g1
Enir Leres e [ Ureecwrn-
O AT 18 mnd PT0 A
(T cares wp Ard S
alresting Pl oo
s Tha P At 18T e
Enbles S s Th- ifihition ol
iri deTaa TRl JiarRer of
Ha R R R 5 T

M alnild b el s
ik pdrermr orae, B derticn
marn eranatay e L okl
mlig i Lhe cusdhaniage of
L sk o and fum,
the bumwrmis awl bege
ol viidmd o B
reorddnl presmancy bl
i iznkdad in U ot cikes
Ot e L pecindel. Wy

| ———ppm—



Admin
Typewritten Text
TRIBUNE, (P-7), 13 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text


ASIAN AGE (P-5), 14 NOVEMBER 2025

As shutdown ends, Trump
U-turn on H-1B, edu visas?

he end of the longest-ever government shutdown in the Unlted States
marks 8 moment of relief for millions of Americans, especially those

I working for the government. The deal allows the 1S federal government
to barrow about §1.8 trillion a year to its current $38-trillion debt.

While Democtats appear to have coneeded defeat by agreeing to back the fund-
ing bill, surveys showed that 50 per cent of Americans blamed Republicans for
the shutdown, while 47 per cent blamed Democrats.

However, the 43-day shutdown of the administration does not reflect well on
the warld's superpower — something that rarely happens in other eountries.

wnding is the most important power vested in the legislature to control the
President. The shutdown is not good for the US, either, especially when it has
s compete with a tough competitor like China, The Trump administration
recently had to settle for a bad compromise with China after it realised that the
economic costs are more than anticipated.

After ending the feud with China, Mr Trump appears to be keen on rebullding
America’s strengths to play long haul with Beijing. As part of this, Mr Trump
appears to be keen on dialing back his restrictive policies on immigration.

n an interview with an American news channel, Mr Trump bluntly told the

5 interviewer that people cannot be taken off an

Unlike other nemplovment line and put onto a factory floor to

leaders, Mr Trump make migfs:]i‘l&s— ;l].n al[n'll:urate de;;;}pﬁnn of the lim-

g Iitations e native US talent :

preters mﬂ Unlike other leaders in the United States, Mr

Trump prefers to adopt a transactional approach to

apprnar:l'l 0 [esolving the problems at hand. As such, he

resolving the announces measures that cheer his support base;

problems at hand, aﬁgwhen things dnﬁft um{,k' he rexrgtm:m old nﬂ.‘h

£ ods — earning him the unflattering epithet
while announcing “PACO”, or “Trump Always Chickens Out™,

measures that While Mr Trump faced the ire of his own party

cheer his support |eaders for softening his stance on H-1B visas, trea-

base hastily sury secretary Scott Bessant — defending Mr

Trump's comments — said the US would like for-

eipn workers to stay in America for seven or eight vears to train native work-

ers and then return home,

Mr Bessant's comments further hint at the Trump administration's determi-
nation to scale back its restrictions on temporary work visas and foreign sta
dent visas. Mr Trump's remarks in the interview appear to be premeditated o
revive discussion on the shortage of talent in the US ahead of easing those
restrictions.

Apart from the economic repercussions, the recent elections in a tew
American states — where the Republicans suffered reversals — might have
made My Trump realise the diminishing marginal atility of his tough actions.

The electoral reversals and his dramatic compromise with China appear to
have made Mr Trump and his team understand that emotions do not help them
make good policy, The Trump administration may, therefore, pursue a graded
approach to immigration by selectively allowing highly talented foreigners to
come in while keeping its immigration gates closed to all and sundry. For
Indizns who are keen on US visas, the bar could remain high, so work harder
for success. %
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lemg children the right to be heard

True child empowerment begins with listening, empathy, and emotional

E#mmww that nurture mental wellbei

Dr NavgraTta (OGO

ach vear, the month of November

heings two oocasions that centre

on the same idea but m different

ways- November 14, Indw’s Chil-

dren's Dhay, whoch celebrates Pan-
dit Jawaharlal Nehmo's affection for children,
and Movember 20, World Children’s Day,
ohserved gobally by UNICEE The theme
for this year's Warld Children's Day, "My
Diay, My Rights.’ rerminds us that childhood
iz not only to be cherished but also to be
vespected. It calls for Hstening to children -
not merely celebrating them once @ yearn
but recognising their right to feel, to gues-
tion, and to be heard, .

Yet, behind the cheerful programmes and
colourful posts lies a quiet crisis, In 2022,
[na recorded over 13,000 student suicedes
—the highest in ten years, Just this month, in
an unfurtunake incident, a nine-year-oki girl
in Jaipur jumped from her school's foarth
floor and died instantly. The tragedy leaves
us sking the same painful question: What
drives a child to such despair! There are
many such stories acToss the country, each
pointing to the same truth — we are missing
something vital in the way we raise, teach,
and conmect with our children.

Children today Bve in contradctions. They
hawve mare cormfor, technobogy, and oppor-
tunity than ever, yet many fee] lonefier than
hedoee.On one hand, there ane children grow-
ing up in the ‘Six-Pocket Syndrome’ - sur-
roianded by doting adults who give every-
thing except time and boundaries. Oa the
other, there are children raised targely by
caretakers while parents juggle work and
responsibilities, Daniel Goleman once de-

sprbed the family as an “ematigaal cruck-
I:ul-: ~ the place where empathy, trust, and
s:lra:mm:l are firet learned When that oru-
cibde i filled with things but deyoid of pres-
ence, emotianzl growth weakens. Surround-

ed by people but starved of attention, many
children turn to screens and socal meds loe
the comdfort and connection they can't find
clsewhere

The issue, however, is not cnly in what
children experience but in what we neglect
to tezch them. Schaools teach them how (o
cabelate, ermoese, and compete, but rare-
by how to reflect, empathise, or commani-
cate, Goleman's framewark for Emotional
Intelligence (EQ) identifies four core areas
— self-awareness, self-management, social
awareness, and pelatonship management.
When these are missing, we see fmiliar
patterns: amxiety mistaken for discipline,
anger misread as confidence, and isaktion
rrostaken for calm.

Thiz is where Social-Emotsenal Lesrming
(SELycan help, Ttdoesnt rnaan another sub-
ject in the timetable, SEL. when woven into
everyday teaching, helps children recognis:
emations, manage them, and relate better

o others —_pp:.ﬁh‘iﬂﬂ'thl_‘.m ot only for £x-
v bt e e iself, It means building small

habits — checking in with how children feed,
helping them name cmotions, encouraging
them to resolve conflicts through words,
not anger, and much more, A few minotes
aday spent hstemng or reflecting can make
school a safer, kinder space. These are ot
“sdt’ shills; they arelue skills that protect a
child's mental bealth long before therapy 15
ever needed.

Communicetion gives these emationzl
skills their voéce. Without emotional undéer-
standing, words become hollow; without
pgpression, emotions remain trapped. Com-
mumication i=n’t about speaking well —.it's
shout connectmg. When 3 child says, “I'm
srared, aa'udw-::n:jﬂ}' “Tiedl me what makes
you feed that way,” instead of “Don’tory, be
brave" we tesch them that their feclmgs
are valid. When we listen without Judging
o rushing to fix, we ghow them that emc-
1.I|..IT.E'5 ace not weakndsses,

Many of us - parenis, teachens, and adules
adike — are quick toadvise when whatat hill
really needs is for us to listen, Yet, the best

ng beyond academics or celebidtion.

wity toteach emotional batance is to-madel
it — admutting mistakes, apologising when
WO, and staying composed in frustration.
Chaldren Jearm emotional bebaviour not from
our-words, but from our eactions.
Techmology, mearmwinle, adds amorthes Ly-
er of strain. Children text faster than they
talk, replacing emotion with emojis. Their
friemiehaps unbold on screens, yel they sinsg-
e with real-tife conversation, The illusion
of heing connected conceals deep isokation.
Theanswer isn't to remove technckogy but
b0 pesstone conversation — tobring back small,
resl moments of attention: Bamily mesls with-

- Ok screens, bedtime chats, 4 few minutes

of sharing about the dag
~ Who, then, is responsible for thas groe-
ng emtional deficit - pasents, teachers, so-
ciety, or the children themsehves? The truth
15 that responsibility i shaned. The solotan,
ton, must be shared: fmilies that listen be-
fore they judge, schaals that value empathy
alongside excellenee, and a sooety that
MEASUTes $Uccess not only in grades bt i
grounded, resilient minds,

The UNICEF theme ‘My Day, My Rights'
remuneds us that rights begin where under-
standing begins, The right to education

- means hithe if 2 child i too anxjous 1o ask 2

{H.I!:ISIE'LIIZ the right to protecton means lit:
theaf they Ginnot say they feel unsafe. Em:
powering children to express themselves
chearly and kisdly - and teaching adults to
listen with patience — is the sirest way o
honour those rghts,

Thiss Chaldren's Diay and Workd l.'.,]ujrlren 5
Day, may we celeboate not with periorm-
ances oF peizes, but with presence and em-
pathy: Because beforea child bearns to dream |
or achieve, they must first bearn and be
albwed - to b heard

(The author & an educabor qng cordified

el Fapleh
-ﬁm _I‘“ Wgence coach)
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Teach Kids Gender
Jmpathy in Schools

Earlier this month, during a hearing on the reported misuse
of Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (Pocso) Act,
advocate Sandeep Deshmukh urged the Supreme Court to
make it mandatory for all schools — government-aided or
atherwise — toeducate students on the ‘folly and drastic con-
sequences’ of rape, This, Deshmukh elaborated, should mean
children in schools being taught that violating another’s pri-
vacyand dignity is notonly wrong butisalsoacrime, and that
ignorance of the law is no excuse. Driving home the point,
especially to boys, that sexually abusing or assaulting someo-
ne is a serious crime is a workable, necessary idea. Driving
out socially tolerated misogyny is another challenge that
schools must take up.

Along with such awareness, school-
children — boys and girls — should be
taught gender equality and sensitivity
~ Impressionable minds before reaching,
2 or on the brink of, puberty have a far bet-
ter chance of imbibing these values than
theirolder counterparts. Also, with fami-
lies susceptible to patriarchal moulding, biases, stereotypes
and condoning, it is the school where planting these values
has the best chance of taking root for future adualts.

India recorded 29,670 rapes in 2023 - roughly 81 a day. Alar
mingly, but perhaps unsurprisingly, majority of perpetrators
are known to survivors: family, friends and neighbours. scho
ols, governmentand private, must mnstitutionalise thiseduca
tion, not as a one-off ‘special class” or workshop, butas a sub-
ject on the lines of civies or moral science woven into the pri-
mary school curriculum. More than throwing numbers at
them and teaching what is lawful and unlawful, 1t's necessary
to inculeate in voung Indians gender empathy. Let schools em
brace this task inearnest. W
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Trump rethinks
HIB visa stance

The welcome shift benefits India. a major
supply line of skilled workers into the US

t was TACO (Trump always chickens out} ime
Again, as Usrglresjdcm [onald Trump dmlladm ;
down the emphasis on the immigration of skille
workers into the US. Less than two months after
he ralsed H-1B visa faes toa prohibitive $100,000 —
this amount is higher than the ;:edlar;l :-:lgefnr
_Jevel H-1B employees — lrump
;ln;::? ﬂi?ﬁs camml::ﬂvdmuut skilled migrants from
other counfries. To be sure, Trump's initial H-1B
bombshell was dituted much earlier when his -
administration clarified that those shifting _ﬂ:eur_
visa status to H-1B — this would include um}rers{fg&
students etc. in the US —need not pa}rﬂwhﬂ o
Trump's change of stance is perfectly rational.
US and its blue-collar workforce are right about
America’s decline as a manufacturing power, & ’
ition which they First ceded to the Japanese, an
eventually to the Chinese. EutmelUSas awhu]elhﬂsl
undergone anything hut economic decling, ﬂ_nt Ju51md
the realm of finance but also, cutting-edge science an
technology. A lot of this SUCCESS has come frn:}m Tl‘IE :
work done by skilled migrants of other qahana]1ﬂes in
the US who have either studied in Amerca or

migrated there to pursue better employment

oppartunities. Asia, primarily China and India, but

also other smaller countries, has been the main
supply line of skilled workers in the US, as was
reported in these pages a couple of days ago.

Rationality aside, Trump's about-turn from his
hawkish stance on skilled immigrants and the
regulations concerning them alse amounts (o a
partisan act by him, as far as the ideological divide
between his supporters in the Make America Great
Again (MAGA) and big business camps s concerned.
- The former has been critical of the ecosystem that
makes the US an atiractive place for skilled migrants,
while the latter has been consistently underlining
their centrality to the fortunes of US business and its
overall economic and technological prowess.

For a country like India, which has been the biggest
beneficiary of the H-1B visa programme by a distance
and is also one of the bigeest sources of international
students in the US, all this is good news. This,
however, should not lead to complacency but yet
another lesson that there is no other option buta
continuous, patient and nimble e ement with
Trump's Mniﬁ:: A el o


Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text
HINDUSTAN TIMES (P-18), 14 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text


t’”‘s't -
e

il
~y N

HMESH C SHARMA
ECIEMCE COMMENTATOR

TZARRE and some-

whal amasng deved-

opmerds ane faking

pace in the warld of

sdente fnd technok-
g in Indin. & national scierce
arademy, which hsd famously
refised b0 make APJ Abdul
Fualam it Fella, bestowed wpon
meuasrizhs Mukesh Ambani iis
Fellre=hip = an nonour tk noes
rirservesd only for sceEnbsts hav-
ing sellar  pradesmic  and
regparch achisvemnents, A top
techmalogical nsthition carrisd
vl “aridficial Tein' suppocedly
10 eedidress poar air quality in Tel-
hi, Eroving fally wedl thal thene
wars o soientific hasks for domg
f 1t dhidd s iast bo Falfl khe wish-
es ol the state govermment.

A Undon moiraster dishopsoarsd
Vilomm  Sarabhai,  viskomary
foundes of Tndia's spase pro-
Eramme, & a pablic fonam by
saving that Sarsbhel ueed 1o car-
v meckels ona bicyele as we ked
no resalrees. He appamently did
this e jusfily iz absurd daim
thal Indian  achievenenls m
spice were all due 1o resmirees
e avaltable 2014 comards by
L Marandre Modi povemment.

These recenl  dével oprmenis
may esemisslated apd iscan-
necied, bl they ame net They
& part of 2 long cfdin an renend
years duning which our ssentif-
T, Teazarch and academe meti-
bulfors have been bosing their
alonemy coe by oohe. Some
have been foneed to (4 0 line.

whife rthers e dssdpd to sur-

& dedgling Indisn Space
Baspeenrch Orpanisstion (1SR0)
Tl T darmge 1o fiam dowm a
reqaesd from Prime Minisier
Irdira Gamiddi o 1ES0 10 send g5y
Indizm sstroesul on & Sodil
TriEsm, 1t was nal anact ofdef)-
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Academic autonomy under siege

Enforcing a one-sizefits-all gwemance model can hit 1r1d|a 5sta ndmg in science & technology

ﬂM:‘IEIFIRﬁTI".rE DOMTROL 1 The Irlchun Crafintiaud Inﬂl:i'l,l;l:u:, M.I.ul.ﬁﬂhd I:r,,l,pl'uml:m-hm'lnd-mlslkln'l
FEI.'IHHHru-ﬁu NEarty o oaNiuy dg, & or Lhe rackr :Iﬂrenumgmmmunr FI.EPHS-H.'.I

anee bt 3 polite relfaal based
ar: sourd srgurments (TSR0 was
then busy making its first sabe}-
lites mnd rockets and had oo
Firnan Might programmes on it
agendal, ohich the PM was
graceful esough 1o scoept. She
ther agsalgned the fask io the
Indian Air Forer, mesulting in
Rakesb Sharma's spuce jourmiy
im 9 ISRO i sl
autanomous on paper, but i kas
no courage lefl b cormect the
minastes when ke disreapects il
Titander publicly
Sirmitar is the sase af tha Indi-
an Mationel Selence Academy
MNEAL Though i has been sup-
paoried fnancally by the Cangre
far decades, it was not the kand-
muidens of the govermment gl
recerdly I 2000, ab the height of
Lhe condroversy ;v genetically
Incclifed (G foods, the INGA
Joined tan olner sciemer arade-
mies in emphasismg that G
food crops showld be tharaughly
tested for eafety o buman keallh
and the environment belore any
et relens:, In dnnaary
018, three acedemics camne
lnpether tn nubbish a silement
made by oa Cenlssl mninisler
nuaesticennp Chardes Thairain's
theory of evohition arel figgEest-
ing its pesnovil Troim educst]eesl
cuamicile. In bodh instamnces, s
BT Bradmyiess I:-;m]{p.l'lnr.iplu-;l
mmitions, mghifelly assecting

Academic freedom is
crifical to let scholars,
teachers and students
think, question and
express ideas without
fear of censorship
or refribution,

e freedom and autonomy.

T the present coe af elecling
niw Figlioes, I th solence acad-
emy [ER it prudent to mcdg
non-teiendists HEe Ambant ard
oiber indlusivaliss in pursusnoe
of iig charier i could have wery
well dope so by dhesi grang appre
priate collabosilive programsnes
amd plablsrms, Mo sciones reate
i wieths ita namne would malee
anmiane s Felioe withmat mg-
wigile credendials, Arnbang & o
a member of 1he halkessd group
Uhal meludes seientiSe i
ies ke Satyen Bise, Meghnag
Sseha, Aomi Mhange Bhabha
amd Shantl Swanup Blabnagar

The Foval Sociely, London —
cansidensd {he puld standeard of

e P e e ——

soerce acadernies — enmls peo-
ple whn ame ot preofessiomal soi-
antigls, such as resparchars from
inchussTy, 58 it Felbows, provided
they bave made & “sutctantial
wepiribation o the improvement
of nabarad  knowledpe”  The
IS s decision io maloe Amkani
angd cthers 1ts Fellows sels a dan-
geraus precedent, besides being
disheartoring for many mid-
cwerr gontisls  looking 1o
bevame is Frllows sommediy,
L‘meqﬂ:mﬁ' it with plobally
revognised oomirbutom to his
et il dielaned om soetal medin —
“Alael T hinve neither the bark bal-
amoe new acidemic meei o be an
NS4 Fellow™ ‘The comment
teflects the genral muood, thaugh
et in e ssientifie comminity
Faave: prefiermend] 0 bhoeep s
Apgamment instilution an the
radarof the Contral povemment
is the Kalkat-hesdoaarbered
Leclian Statistionl Instilute S0
The goveriment has proposed
ko biring in the Indinn Statistical
Instibie Bill 3006 thet seelks o
extablish ils direct adminisia.
e control awer this iconss body
eelabdished by physicsl-ured -
slatisistian Prasania Chandra
Mahalanobis nesrly o ceniury
ago. Ghabally rencsned for
woirk in slabisiics, mathemat-
ics and apalbed spnee, Lhe
181 is & unlgue self-grerning
seienbific refitution re prlend

TI

215 & nen-prafit sociely
Tha proposed Lo seelks 1o dis-
sabve the exisling 51 Socivty and
meplact |8 with a Contradh-cane
trofled Board of Ginvemanas, The
Presadent, Direchor and memwisTs
of the Acsderoe Coursdl will no
IeTer be cherkend bt Bppoinied by
the Central pmeerrarent, The Bil
alen stipaitlies that fhe ey hody
will take ower all movable and
wmaremble properties of the 151
It B ohearly . es=l on pes-
demic freediorn, democratie st
bure snd inatitutiomal suilenmmy
Thiz is samdlar towhast 1he Centne
hasatternpbed to do with the gov-
Eming sinictheme of Paxjhb Uni-
vy, ar what U5 President
Diopald Trump = trying todowith
topuniveTsities in his ooty
Aurtonoomy isnotanssoiencides
— it alloes facSty oomeniliees &
debatr and refine the carmebum
sesed or wirke sarging mpasts ard
epenieres The process isthe key
e ekt i I
and keeping  acadesnic  peo-
ErEnirreEs releind o currend 5,|:|-
entific
wilh bumesyeratle cosrdght Eom
Deelbd wiudd wndermrims bath the
quality and independerce of the
cwrricubun The 1560 Act that go-
#ms the [S] cusrently alloas the
institinie b0 grant degress mde-
pendent of the Ui Granls
Contrmsson G0, The dmit Bl
s silord ce this maléer, implying
thal the TAT wll ke placed urler
the DEC and thusnan like a mgi-
Lir umitveersity wrhich (L i ool
Aaadderric fresdorm 12 ot to
let scholars, teachers and shu
donfs  Ehiplk, auestion  and
Epre s s wrlbaou s fegr of oo
saship o relrbaion 1 encmr-
NERE  imngeabon g ertical
thinkting, while protecting Lhe
inlegrity of research and beasly
mE Instityiional awlonumy &
necessary for protection from
palitienl, turemuermtic or e
rabéinterfemence, and o prmals
exoellenee ard diversity. Bnfoec-
Mg & ‘onesizefite-all’ govet-
nanee moclel T rescarch and
rerElersie institutions  and alkr-
irf, polifical interference fom
Dol by Abneser rumnim g, i goim g, b
deeply damape India's sianding,
m seienes and echnology 1'J.-
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gle nest: How India’s

education is embracing Tagore's global vision

= e

; r- j:.?_‘
R :ih- | %
PREM KIUMAR JK
KEALRA VERMA

When Rabindranath Tagore founded Viswa-
Bharati University, he envisioned it as a
place "where the warld makes & home in a
single nest”, His dream was not to Westernise
Indian education, butl to universalise it — to
let the winds of the world blow freely
thraugh India's corrdors ol learning without
uprooting the Indian tree, A century later, that
vision appears o be taking root ondce again,
The decision to allow foreign universities to
establish campuses in Indla marks & delining
moment in the natlon's educational joumey.
India's civilisation has always been Broad,
inclusive, and intellectually open.

The ancienr universities ol Takshashila
and Malanda remind us of aur rich tradician
of cosmuopalitan scivalarship, History is replere
with accounts of scholars from China, Greece,
and Central Asia travelling to India in search
of wisdam and dizlogue.

Today, the arrival of foreign universities is
often vieweed through economic or compet-
ftive lenses. Yeclts deeper significance liesin
something more profound = the revival of
India's ancient spirt of dialogue between
spakers of truth across cultures. It signals
India’s readiness to engage with the global
education ecosystem on |ts own cerms.
Diversity, excellence, and affordakility will
soon stand at our doorstep, For thousands ol
Indian students, the dream of an Internation-
al degree no longer demands the crushing
cxpense of soudying abroad, The world, guite
literally, is coming home,

This exchange, however, will not be one-
way, The partnership between Indian and
lareign institutions promises to be both
copperative and competitive, Indian stu.
dents will benefit from exposure o glabal
pedagogies, research methods, and mulridis-
ciplinary leaming environments. In returm,
foreign universities will gain unique insights
mia the opporounities and challenges ol
ane of the world's fastest-growing knowledgo
eonomies. The "glabal classroom”™ is already
taking shape — where a student rom [aipur
debates a P fram [apan, and a prolessor
M Delhi co-guides a thesis with a menter in
Melbourne,

Yet the road ahead is not without chai-

tenges. The internationalisaton of education,
if teft unchecked, could become & fuxury
reserved for the privileged, Many global pro-
grammes still cater primariby to affluent
Iearneri. India must therefore =stablish
strong frameworks for scholarships, flexible
credit transfers. and "earn while you learn”
opportunities. Equity and access must remakn
at the heart of this transformation. The true
spirit of Indian education lles In balancing
public good with grivate growth, The nation
must ensure that educarion
dores nol bécome a commuodity,
but conmnues i SErve as a cat-
alyst for character and creagiv-
ity.

Importantly, India is no longer
mierely & recipient of global Auence; it is also
emerging as a contributor. Several premier
Indian msticutions. including the UTs and (145,
are pow setting up campuses abroad. This
represents not just the export af curriculum,
but the sharing af an Indian educational phi-
losopfry — one rooted in moral reasoning,
inclugivity, and holistic growth

Amang the mest promising innovations in
this evolving landscape is the Academic
Bank of Credits [ABCL This initiative allows stu-
dents to accumulate and combine credits
from both Indian and foreign universities,
paving the way for dual or joint degrees, [t
recognises that l2arming is a lifelong, barder-
lass pursuit,

A student might begin her degree in
India, complete a semester in Singapore, and
finish her research in Landon — all within a
single academic framewark. The resule is not
only greater mobility, but a deeper inellec-
fual marburity Born of divarsicy,

Mespwvhile, the chassroom self i rans-
Bovromving, Thae rise el Artificial Invelligence (Al
virtual laboratones, and hybrid leaming

o

mpdels has made educatton mora Inceractive
and cost-effective. Students can now attend
fectures by global faculty, collaborace wich
PEETS acToss contnents, and simulate axper-
iments in real time. Yet technology cannot
replace the human touch. The teaches's rale
as a mentor, guide, and moral compass has
never hean mare vital. W'e must ensure that
machines do not ercde the spark of curiosi-
iy and the depth of reflection thar definge rrue
learning. This transformation calls for intro
spectlon. What do we truly value In
education? As Indla opens its wniver-
sities to global inAuences, it must
also murture cricical thinking,
empathy. and ethical awareneass,
The test of education lies not meraly
In employability, buc in enlightenment. The
challenge is (o engage with global diversioy
without losing one’s distinct identity.

The global winds, then, need nat uproot the
Indian tree — chey can help ic bloom. india's
entry into the global education marketplace
i= not merely o policy shift, but a cultural evo-
fution. It signals a confident assertion that
Indian education can stand shoulder to
shoulder with the best in the world while
retaining its moral cenrre

I pursued with vision and vigilance, this ini-
tiative will allow [ndia’s universities not
only to abserb global knowledge bul also ro
radiage their own lighr aurward, The Tagorian
nest, il seems, is ready once again — for the
wiorld to make ity hame,

™ -

Fral Prem Rurar Ram is il
Seniar Dinecter of the Dugaagh

Edhicitional Irsububy, dgia, ard & . dabyplonser
emay Darcar of BT ladbgayr,
P 1M, Wiy k5 i Hidel of ithe . ddaiypionegr

Dapartment ol English o e
Elansi i gh Educaonal instings

&) e Pionsnr i
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Bhargava, Flelds Medal win-

ner and professor at Princeton,
delivered a lecture in India that has
aince stirved no <small amount of con-
troversy. Dressed in Aurva-prgea, 4
sartorial chobce that some read az
subtle nod to the culturs]l polites of
thi far-Right, be argoed thal schoods
Arrosd the world should mose away
instead, highlight the history of sci-
ence as it originated in Indisn texts
amid scriphures.

Bhamgiva's proposition  precipi-
tated & paradigmatic schism, dichoe-
mising perspectives on the narra-
tive of mathematical history. On the
one hand, his » for & wecaki-
bration of the domimant Evmcen-
tric discourss. which privilepes an-
ﬂen?ﬁrm:sﬂ:r&:urdﬁmﬂlrm

T he mathematician,  Manjul

mmmmmnhhw&
gestion wae percaived by others, in-
duding mysell, &s perilonsly prog-
mate to a right-wing ideological apen-
s that instrumerialices sebactive hiz-
torical narratives o assert culiare
gl hepemony. When intellsctesl ac-
serlions reganling heritage converge
with the rhetorical tropes of political

creasingly tenuos.

Mone of this is todeny the extraor-
idinary fchness of Indian mathesmsd-
ics. From the Seibs Swirgs, which
contain  sophisticated  peometric
rules, to Aryabhata's (picture) work
an the plece-value system and g
cnometry in the Sth cenfury, which
led io Brahmagupta's formabisation
of gero and negative numbers in the
Tth cembury, Indizan ecafributions are
baoth foumskational and profound. The
transmission of thes: mathematical
concepts to Europe wia Arab interme-
diaries played a pivotal mole in shap-
ing the intellecheal trajectory of the
Renaizzance and the ensuing scientif-
i revolution. This historical dymam-

Shalley Walin has taught in Panjab
University

TELEGRAPH (P-14), 15 NOVEMBER 2025

" The geometry of belonging

SHELLEY WALIA

¢ underseates the antecedent and the
infheemtial nature of Indian mathe-
imatical contribastions, thereby rect-
fying the historical narrative and pro-
viding a more nuaned understsmd-
irg of the global geneadogy of mnathe
matical knowledge.

Yet the pooblom is not wheth-
er Indin should be given ik doe The
problem lies in how the story is told,
who fells it, pnd for what purposs,
Bhargava's perspective af rejecting

& maore profound concern underdy-
ingg this dlamorse is thie dearth of rig-
oinisly trained historians of sclence
in Inifin whibch has pesntted in a sgnif.
feamt Beuna in the Geld, Tn contrst o
ture, where

:EEHMHE:E i E‘!'all:ul:ﬂmd
ancient
Euwrope as the primary locd of math-
nea-Western contriburbions o the -
riphary of the narratie,

What Indis urgently requires am
Bﬂhﬂhﬁﬂhﬂlﬁlﬂlﬂ!&t‘ﬂﬂlﬂm

guch expertise can systematically re-
cover, confuxtialise, and relnterpret

ily filled by political ideologues who
cherry-pick culiural  schievemends
to balster chaovinksdia pride. In this
senge, Bhargava iz both right and
wrong: right that the story of science
is distoried, but wrong in proposing
almplistic remedies that play inko fh
hands of the Fght-wing rather than
buibding a rigorows, ghobal, and phural
kilstory of seience,

The disparity becomes increas-
ingly evident when situsied within
{he comtext of posteolonial shadies in

while Césabre arnd Fanon's snalyses
underscared  the dehumanising ef-
fects of the colonial discoerse an the
colosnksed, Thelr collective scholar-

] mlphu Favilitated a profounsd reeval-

uation of national histores anc cal-
tural narratives across the Global
Soudh, challenging the entremched
amumption that Exropian exper-
&nces and perspectives constitute the
sale Jegitimate starting poind fior his-
toril ingquiry. This inbelksctual -
jectory underscores the i e
fior & more nclusive apgrcach to on-
derstanding the complex dynamics

ics a5 a Greek and Eurcpean imen-
tom remakns dominand, while the pro-
found contributions of India, China,
and the Islamie world are treafed as
mere preludes, The irony is sriking:
while liberatume, politics, and culiure
have unidergone sustalned decolonk-
satiom, science remains shacklad foa
Westorn muaster narcative

This ks precissly why the task is
urgent. If posicoloniabism has Guught
us amything, it ls that recovering
suppressed histories must be done
throngh rigorows schodarship, not
through political sloganesring, The
absence of histortans of =cience in In-
disan universites leaves the Geld vul

mnh{amnmml} the kired of right-
wing approprinthon that

m“'
lecture riaks begitimising.
Equially troubling is the pelitics of |
presentation. When Ehargava, a US-
based peademic, sppears in kirieop- |

thirive an this fisrenof symbolicvalida-
tiom, This is not fo deny Bhargeva the
right 1o wear what he chooses, bat to
Tecogniss how symbols matter in pol-
itics. In an era when everyiling from

food to attine is weaponised in colnr-
al battles, intellectinals must tread
carvfully fo sl fesding narratives
that they may not fully endorse,

Eharpava's eall to foreground In-
diam scince could have besn an op-
portunlly o demand more rigenmas
historicgraphy, mome  instituibonal
suppart for interdisciplinsry train-
ing, and more inermational collabo-
rations to reconstrect the global his-
tory of mathematies, Instesd, i cams
across as a gesture of culbaral revival-
{am, alipmdng too neatly with the elet-
oric of a ruling establishment Ehat
seaks logiimery in imagined gold-
e ages. The danger is twafold, First,
it risks alienating serious scholars,
both Indisn and indernational, who
are wary of nationalist distortions,
Becond, 1t pedoces Irdia's gerine
mthematical inheritance fo a polits-
cal talldng point, robbing it of the uni-
versal recognition it deserves.

The way forward, then, is not tope-
Ject eodonial history catright, nor to
glorify Indian achievements in isoks-
by, bt b0 desand & hakamesd, plu-
ral, and ghobal history of mathemat-
f. Thizx means acknowledging In-
dia's ploneering e (raciyg it
transmigsbon o other cultares, and
altuating it alongside contribwtions
frin Mesopotarnts, Ching, the Islam-
e world, and Burope, T nwesans inveat-
g im the training of hstoriams of soi-
ence who can bridepe the gap bebween

bextual seholarship an
e TR [y
#
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SanpEy S Baruaa
ETM in Mlarch 2018 that for-

demic sedcticn (2018-2015), direct
shsdent bady electians will be held
in universities and affiliated col-
leges". He specilfically mentioned
Gura Nanak University (GNDLT in
Amritsar, Punfabl Univessify in
Fatials, and Punjab Technbeal Uni-
veraity in Jalandhar

The announcement turned ot to
be adampsqub, The Comngress nev-
er brought up the tople again; its
term ended in 2022, Even the Azm
Andmi Party govermment has che-
sen not Lo broach fhe subject

WHAT LED TO DISCONTINUATION
Stisdent elections in Punjab’s uni-
versities were discortinued in 1584
when lerroriam wms ot its peale. The
ground kooked rife for thedr revival
after the returm of normaley during
the tenure of Chisf Minister Beant
Singh in the early 1990z His assas-
sination on Oclober 30, 1595, put
paid o any such plans,

The All India Sikh Shadents Fed-
e¢ation (ATSEF), eriginally focusing
on promoting Stk walues, was
arnong the leading propanents of a

-

E'!,H

TRIBUNE, (P-12), 15 NOVEMBER 2025

Why student elections remain banned

P;urzjabhasnutse-ml

pl:lflq on campusu; ';%_

face mqtncﬂunﬂ

i

radical movement during the days
of mnilitaney in the late 1970s and
1880s, Universiky carvpuses — par-
ticularly GNDU and Punjab Agri-
eultural University (Ludhians) —
were peen a2 hotheds af youths sup-
porting  extremist ideclogy. The
Fattala carmpus of Punjabd Universi-
oy was o excephion,

When activists resarted o vio-
lence during protests and demon-
strations, eleclions were banned
froem the 13041985 sesalan,

VOICES FOR AND AGAINST
Stucdents from GNDU and Pangjabi

pratest the pow withdrem new gov-
ernancs model. Punjabi Tniversity
shaderts had demanded restoration
of the university Senate in 2017,
GNDI student argandeations have

often been in the news for raising
immues conceTning studerta.

Formier roinister Brahm Mohindrs
&=y, "There can be no exuse for not
canducting elections in a demomracy;
HElections rught it these
dlaiy, bt rothing ig o if fhe
powernrment wants it Elections ame
the best training grounds for buikd-
yonaneg mrimnds for isnae-based dobates

According to former Viee-Chan-
cellr of Panjab Universify Amun
Grover, “Elechons are not happen-
ing bocase no politieal party wants
it. Shadents are basically sesn as
ant-cstablishment fonoes ™

GNDU WieeChaneellor  Prof
Earamjeet Singh says "talong differ-
epit agpeets o congideralion, it is the
gonverrurent which decides whether
e vt o T mry slechions™,

Those opposed to afudent alegc
thons om university mrd college cam-
puses feal that the process allows
unnecessicy Infwence of political

CAMPUS TO STATE POLITICS
Bpeprad Jeaders OGrst made their
mark in student politics. Sendar
Akali leader Prem Singh Chandu-
miaga, an shamous of Punjabi Ting-
versity, was appointed & the Grst
president o the Yauth Alkali Dral

Erahm Mohindra was an active sta-
dent lesder during his days at

Lesder of the Cppasition Pariap
Hingh Bajam, a shudent leader of
DAY CoBlegn, (handigarh, in 1976,

“grertan to bedome thie distrot pres-

ideni {Gurdaspur) of the Punjab
Youth Congress before  being
appointed as vicepresident
Former Congress MLA Fuljit
Singh Magra rernained president of
the PU Student Undon for nearly a
decade. Dalvir Simgh Goldy, also a
Former FU lesder, bacarmne an MILA
an the Congress ticket.

HP, HARYAMA ON SAME PAGE
Himachal Prdesh Unbversity
{HP has ower 100 aftiated ool
leges but no slectioms have been
held simoe 2014, The ban follmwed
repeated incidents of vialence and
clashes in HPU and calleges.

In Harvana, a ban an halding sha-
dent electioms was impesed by the
Bmﬂlﬂlgmmml:h!ﬂiﬁ fial-
Jraning iIncidents of vialenee

Indirect electons were held after 5
Zlyear gap in 2018 — cass and
department repressntatives in col-
beges and universities wens chasen
and they further elected the predl-
desit and ather officeboarnens.

This process too basted only a vear,
ard was discantinued. t"{"':'li W
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{ OUR TAKE )
Trump’s policy
somersaults

These course corrections do not

: suggest a
change 111 his world-view, but are forced by
economic and political compulsions

chadenfreude is often a powerful toelin politics.

deeply unequal and the engine of inequality has

had broad support from the ruling efite. The
MAGA campaign of Donald Trump, the politician,
talks about trade wars and demonises outsourcing of
services and allowing skilled migrants into the U3, was
precisely that: Schadenfreude par excellence. But
demonising or punishing others, and taking pleasure
from their misfortune, ks of litthe pood when it comes
tofixing things, especially in an economy as high-
stakes and globalised as the US. Trump, the president,
iz realising more of this every passing day.

First, he had to walk back on his de faceo killing of
the H-1B visa programme, Take out skilled migrant
workers, and the US will go from an abundance of
cutting-edge human resources to a scarcity of talent.
Now, he has rolled back a lot of his tariffs on essentials
such as meat, bananas and coffee. OF course, there is
also the larger detente with China amidst all this—
largely because the latter hobding back rare earth
supplies would hawe brought the US electrondc
industry to g halt

Make no mistake- These sensible course corrections
aren't becaise of some sincere change in Trumyp's
worldview, They have been made because they are
necesgary to not just keep the American economy
going but also preserve political capital — such as
amang small traders and even consumeérs —in the
wake of recent electoral reverses, Of course, some of it
is also to pre-empt an institutional Mowback from the
US Supreme Court, which Is weighing in on how much
of Trump's tariffs can bypass legislative scrutiny.
| This is not happening for the first time. That Trump
abways chickens out or TACD |5 now 2 given. Because

U5 ks also the global economic leader, the rest of

v whorld, India included, his no other chodee bt to
live with these flip-flops and show patience and
perseverance, However, two more things are worth
noting. One, TACD shouldn't necessarily be seen asa
weakening of Trump's political appeal In the US, More
o in an environment where his opponents seem to be
celebrating these as justification for status quo ante.
Two, and this is more unfortunate, i that by having
reduced US politics to a diabolical cycle of
schadenfreude and TACO, Trump &5 not taldng it
anywhere close to being more just. o+ /
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ArfaSayeda Zehra, anelegant
teacher, afearless critic

ArfaApawasa
fearless critic of
authoritarian
regimes. A
former
professor of
history and
principal of
Lahore College
for Women
University, her
contributions
to public policy
and civil
society were
guided by a
resolute
commitment to
justice, human
dignity, and
the primacy
of dialogue

Gebena e o .- SR  BCHET RSl T, R e e TP —

DR SEVERAL vears, social media has been fascinated

by a petite elderly lady with cropped hair, speaking

in mesmerizing Urdu of the beauty of language and

our composite culture, of human dignity and com-

passion, and of women's rights. Her name was Arfa
Sayeda Zehra, and she passed away in Lahore last week, leaving
behind a legacy that will endure far beyond her vears.

Arfa Apa, asTcalled her, represented a rare breed — the last
ofageneration that exemplified the very best of our shared cul-
tural heritage. 1 remember, years ago, having a conversation
with her at a literature festival. At one point, I asked her: What
is Urdu? She paused, and with a rwinkle in her eye, said: “Saif
mtan, Urdu sirf ek zabaan ka nakin, ek mukammal tehzeeb ka
nadam fai (Urdu is not just a language, it is an entire culture).”
It is not just speech, butthe sum of how one lives, thinks, feels,
and navigates the world; and it was this wholeness she dedi-
cated her life to protect. This conviction was evident in every
statement she made, often with disarming wit. Ofthe impossi-
bility of translating cultural experience, she would say: “Kofte
mein fo maza hai wo kabhi meatballs mein ho hi nahin sakta
{the joy of kofta can never be experienced in meatballs).”

There arecertain words in Urdu forwhich thereare noEnglish
equivalents; among therm are akhleag and khiloos. The word
akhlang hasbeen translated differently as “etiquetie” or “refined
manners” and khuloos as "genuineness” or “sincerity” but none
ﬂf&ﬁemvwwﬂmnfmemm_mmmmﬂm
t‘_'.-plﬂﬂghs' an element of lovingness and warmth, akhlzag entails
an enduring artachment to one’s soci
iy ocial values, Arfa Apa

Although a quintessential Lahori, herspeech embodi
elegance of Lucknowi tehzeeh, her accounts of hey enmﬁ:tl:r

withwhich, during her brief stay in the city, became
Shewould gently mock her own e

of Joy of Urdu, asked her to suggest a name for their online

poetry masterclass, she narmed it h
e ey

out to be an unqualified success,

[ Arfa Apa was affta.rl&ss critie of authori
umnrprﬂiﬁm_ of history and Principalof Lah

Women University, her contributions to mm;ﬁzﬂ

society were gulded by a resolute Commitment to fysii
!m:_-na.n dignity. and the primacy of dialogue. In an eram? .
ishing grace, Eh.e personified the values we St

s are st risk of losi
mspte‘kmﬂlth&kﬂﬂwlﬁdge that your words eqn mmﬁ

Larian regimes, A

The writer fsa f.ﬂﬂdﬂn—bmdfnrsmﬂuumr.'a advocate, Suprern
Cowrt of indis, author, amd wﬂtmﬂﬂﬂdﬂmm:ms' i;'ﬁl :
el v " of Qeford, Lix
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WHY MANINDRA AGRAWAL
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‘While we provide freedom to our
taculty to pursue their own
activities, we have a very permissive
attitude towards non-performance’

Baniners Agriwal [Hrecsee of TFT

changing e of Inir's

mwpm.m:uamui:hmthingmﬂ:mﬂumhmmdw
reseanh eoomysnem, This sesdio nas modersed by Dhpruty Editer Arnigabh Sinha

P (i 0 D
Fewrm demand 0 | o, LA
s o Syl e 4
g g o b ) Pl

ki ey el o L, TR )
BT w0 0 0 B i
ol e e T g g i B
o e
e LT S
ol Tl e g T A B ey i
T et Vol
[ T e S r—
Ty il g Ty A E s 1]
= i A it B
o Wbt ree. oy P Pl o el mipy
B L T Ty TR e
el e B TR T ST
T, Foratmrdfary e ey [P0 Uil il
e T PR,
PV, B il Bead & .-u...-'.'.-:_
L

B § M B 4 Y 0 i Mgy
o e e i e
e ey g, 1
o el B e WS Dt
R AT s I e e

M;J'A_—nmmm
P I st
=4 i Iy Hoo :m.fr-nﬂ.}:
i by v e ad il b i
b Il SRR T, e B g Ve e i
= e L i i
el o el The v g, e 4
. e "
e ety
o A Ly b g, W Tmraaey o i v o Wi
o ez i e ernnd Lt { 1 1] FE e ——
rdakagyy i
b LD 00 TTE LR
o e SEEDING CRITICAL
e INTYELST TECHNL G EES
Cat e L
e o Ohithedaywidid (e PR
T | b e
Proimprimd S T AT hepeinprafmeall  ®a Les
e very ATt e fie 0 P
I e A
R e cheinad oo e need s fime Ii-n-nl-ti;:
i kg CINTITAL BATS qnile SUCTREg Dy 2
e g e X i L
e dovay Psdrar 15 ey oriaie il :
Aol tha ket
a g (R Vil uew o ;
Bew HWEHOgoing i
= T
Lol T — dey
Enlen o
e LA SR E LY
a-;lllll:lh-l-rn-_li- Pkl i b gy
l-nm“ 0 s, [ e B o i e
[ T—— o e -
-“uhhn-r_—'—: -:'anauh:‘:::.l?naq
S = r——
L LT Pt P i
rw o i o . Al P g k3 B i
T A Lot dal g e & By 1 1. T [P g
] dewn il o e Bt i st bl o b g s Ko i P e il e b e S T — AT L Hemaick, " O Eree Tharibde L T Fu g
T —— btk o . A i e R L B b v, | it s i T W g [P iy .un_“l.h.h....:r"
gl iy o g 4 by rTa o BERNEr b e b byvs | i s, e M by PR b By St ot fmarn (11
Sl e KL bt ity L i St L —— i i TR, pun, Tt b g Il o) i T Ty
i ol i B e s e ot Rl o i """“‘““‘..““"L:":' DR A ey 2 Bumdnsr i b 1 e e g B B By, oo 8 1T
A i on - i L] i
- [ L e gl s 1 kel e ok ::HH-J-T-'LI o, : e—— ::b?:‘“m rpn,
a1 1 Pl ol e v T g i s B ey _muu__.r“_,'__,“‘._,"'.“l"""
b daw b ey A S Tt bt Py ol g e B Py - o
Bl i e 1 fre L U] - Ll i s i T T |1;:..
aleraatwnd By il Ta sy aes i Fe. T T e Eialaci B b d vy ]
iy e AL L e o e et s 5 el sk L e - A o e ) B A e
i el e = P iademds b R Cremendhy - i
Y S e dreer by n TRk, Ml i Ml oy e sl g bl i Mervehidter: | o o e i s e
P i agh cxa g bur ] el i il bt P e i e . Sicd 2 e L ey eimd T Ly i,
L T G L. W Ul b (g o e STl Lot inll By
0l s it g b T L v ol R U bﬁl!flﬂ#lrwiqhh remia. et L] T T
g i Wi i bk g by S L E
Ir_p-q—u-'l—-hhl— R e ol b g ) T i, H Wlw'ﬂl-h-'ﬂl‘_m Dby drs g m‘p.,ﬂ.'ﬁj ._E =
e ey oy mney :.::"'l *'- vl -q-h:.‘.l-:n-.-.-..a_: .:.E
R s g e mrm oy . oy - 7ora] J:h -..I|I.|-..h-\.-\.|.--- Tl | sy s i gy P e R ey o
o P mud el b el Fs o e sy v
B =l o -ra Ll T — T
el LT TS T Thag b o o ol gy s Iy Pl e e nd E,L-_ i e cras
i “-QI-I-HuIHI-II-I- Hllll‘?l"i'-w.'ll.'hh m‘:ﬂ T — [ -
- = . i
bl (0 called B o il v 25 -lﬁ"i'.ﬁ* s !h.:.l.-:.l.-u o
s, B e thong e v Fr (bl R rwed b B s ks 1 1 L, el
S sl gl e el ) e ik (it ot el 19 el i
i — [
= dpeopic s il o i R i
o 0 ol e ek enat
:-.— .4.:.“ i u :—H.--l-ul-.-n—u POPIRL s Fatrrinn Pl 8 i sl
e i H kil
i e e, Vilinduinnul vk R prda =rr—rmndiird
b b b e o T A e o il Vol . s Tl PRt g TV W wed 1
5 P o a L
ad
FA J—;ﬂumh . L L T Iﬁ:\-wi---l-rhnp-u.-mh-
Swridlane. HT7N Ll St IR, e ke Sl detey ey Al W P,
" I-T-\._'h ikt e o, e B Pl gl i s, | . =

= g

i T
R AT o e g

BT Tl


Admin
Typewritten Text
INDIAN EXPRESS (P-15), 17 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text


THE WiITE
EAVETE
OLTARALIGT AR

ML AT K

‘ IAJ!IH.H.IIIA'!'IH
|

A wall-infentioned
guata systam for
the country's poor
hos monphed into
a block market of
foke certificates
onel systemic
squander, where
papereork
trumps poverty
cied opportunty
bends toward the
resourceful, not
the deserving

MILLENNIUM POST (P-7), 17 NOVEMBER 2025

The Uplift That Wasn't

EWS quetas in higher education were a bond for the poorest, but have become

“Paierre b apt maiorexl i
aafp -y and cen S
arrerid oo eridiaatad &)
b i f felloss s
== Nelsor Mandels

t mrreed sl as kegisialinn
bred g b Fuar fassilici liv
i in renled Singhe Moms,
fior parents jugeling casnal
wages, For shedents shudying nnder
i beal b whide their future [eh
permarczlly rataaied by Clcus
wance, e 1E3nd Consinnional
Amendmeat was a thonderdap
o pasibdlify: W e borth Houees
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The need for a decisive shift toward inclusive development

Education i5 1ha most csucial foundation of disabiiTy weifars, It shapes the fuluee of avery child and sarecs o the key instrument
that apens ts door bo opparhunity, seif-confidence, snd S00ial accepant:
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mpowerment of Women:

The way forward for climate resilience

REEMA
PANT

The Himalayan region, with its breathraking
landscapes and ecological sensitivity, is also a
volatile and temperamental ecosystem. Rapidly
changing global climate is impacting this geo-
logically young region even more. Rldden
with flash foods, glacial lzke outburst floods
(GLOEs], landstides, cloudbursts, glacial retreat,
and earthquakes, this "water tower of the
world® shows the profound impacts of the
Anthropocene. The skans are clear a5 we withess
an increase in forest fires, pre-season Mower.
b2, drying Water resources, rising average tem-
perarures, and e growing unpredictalility of
traditianal larming seasons,
Amidst this unfolding crisis, a

bravewomen urgently need technological
assistance. The situation is pressing. and we
st ack swifily.

Wiestern science has recagnised that moun-
tain women have traditionally practised
climate-resillent agricwlure, water consenva-
tion, and forest management, \What has
changed in recent years is the increased
scarcity of natural resources, habitat frag-
mentation, human-wildlife confict, unpre-
dictable weather events, and the erosion of ira-
ditional knowledgs.

Ax an avid rawveller, | have often had the
opporiunicy o interact with women In the
remote regions of Uttarakhand, Itis concern-
img to realise that there i not enly a massve
gap in understanding and applying tradition-
al knopriadge systems, which have been crucial
Tar cammumnity survival for generations, but also
a lack of affordable and accessible technology,

Today, mobile phames ate multifunctional
devices capable of raking GPS lecations,
rmispping and providing early warning updates.
These handheld devices are becoming increas-

ingly reliable and robust.

quiet revolution is taking place in
the Himalayan ranges. Once again,
IC is led By wiomien, bt empowered
by technology and grounded in
local wilsdoam. Woumen, the hackbone of society
for ages, have long been the harkingers of the
socio-culmeral fabric of communities that are
part of this fragile ecosystem. They hawve
creafed systems in sync with natuare o sustain
their presence in otherwise precarious environ-
ments for millennia.

fs providers and resoUrce Managers, wWormien
have consistently navigated the changing
weather and climatic pattemns of the Himalayas,
braving extremes and enduring disasters.
From west to east, even as we ohierve cultur-
al differences, there are stark similaritles:
women are farmers, forest gaterers, water
managers, and caregivers. They manage their
surfoundings with the repository of genera-
tional knowledge within their communities,
ever before the advent of formal gducagion
systems. Although rapidly changing global
conditions have made the Himalayas more
fragile than many other valnerable sysiems
worldwide, women af the communiny lavel
understand how to manage climate change and
weather patterns, However, the intensity of
change amd the impeact of disasiers now
present challenges thar may require maore than
traditional wisdorm. Wornen im the Himalayas
face unique challenges, Including dwindling
natural resources, habitat fragmentation,
Ruman-wildiife conflict, unpredictable weather
events, and the decline of traditional knowl-
tdge. To create truly resilient societies in the
face of such overwhelming changes, these

dhe j]imutr
_SINCE 1865 |

Many self-help groups that recog-
nige the power of technology hiave
already begun Bending traditional
knowladge with these innovations.
creating safer and more fesilient
emiranments. it i% awe-insplring to see women
gssimilating rechnology while preserving their
traditional values, becoming better prepared
for disasters, creating sustainable livelihoods,
and manitoring the environment. This cormver-
gence of tradition and technology is enabling
resilient ecofeminist leaders to mebllise thelr
communites and act,

Warmen in remote Himalayan villages are
newW using mobile apps for real-time weather
alerts, disaster aberts, crop advisary senices, and
digstal marketplaces for local produce. Seli-help
groups are adoepting technology 1o manage
solar lighting systems, biogas units, and even
bkow-cost drone-baged activities - fondly referred
1o &% "drone didi™

In most Himalayan states, several grassioots
inktiatives a1 helping women take on econan:
ically active roles as homestay managers,
nature guldes, “aapda sakhis™ [disaster mitiga-
tion assistants), forest firefighters, cubtivators
of climate-resilient crops, and preservers of
agro-biodiversiny. They are using tech-enabiled
l'-:m_li b stay informed, participate In timeky
action, and ralse awareness about changing
climate patterns and resilience strategies.

Traditeonal knowledge combined with appro-
priate technology, with proper support and
guidance, can transherm women in racal land-
scapes and e communities that bear the brunt
of dimate disturbances. Gender-inclusive tech-
nodogical initatives for climate adaptation can
significantly enhance the resilience of

Himalayan communilies. When all stakehodd-
ers - government, educatonal instituthons, and
civil society - share responsibility for develop-
ing gender-inglusive, echnology-hased pro-
gramimes, only then can we bring about mean-
ingful change. The government and commumni-
ties haye already begun to accept this challenge
in the right spirit, acknowledging the grave
danger If it is left unaddressed. Tralning hubs
im reral areas that focus on digital literacy for
weamen, with attention to climate and liveli-
hood considerations, are belng esablished,
Women's perspectives are Increasingly bhetng
incorpanstedd into state chirmate action plans and
dizaster response framewarks,

Women's organisations at the grassroofs
lewe| are gaining access to funds, cools, and
knowledge networks. STEM education for girls
in hill regions, with mentorship programmes,
is being launched by government amd private
bodiles to bridge the widening digital divide.

Environmental stewardship has never been
maore significant than iTis today, As we advance
in quantum computing, nanotechnology, space
innoations, and artificial intelligence, we will
still require air, water, and soil to survive along
Side the delicate fabric of other cohabirants.

Ervironmental innovation is imperative and
must be integrated into our lives oo ensure sur
wival with digniny in this increasingly complex
and volatite world,

Educational institutions, particularly uni-
versities and technical colleges in the
Himalayan belt, can play a transformative role
by engaging students - especially women - in
cormumunity-based technology infiatives, intern-
ships, and climate entrepreneurship pro-
Eraminas.

Climate change is real and a grave threat o
the Himalayas. Every crisis comes with an
oppartunity. In this case, by technologically
EMPOWENNE WOmen, we are nod only enabling
individual progress but also unlocking a pow.
erful force for community resilience, ecologi-
cal stewardship, and sustainable develop-
ment. Women have coexisted with and adapted
to the constantly fluctuating geaclimatic
systems of the Himalayan range. They have
established resilient communities a3 innoya-
tors, decision-makers, and protectors of the
Himalayas. Today, they are also Becoming
victims af increasingly unpredicrable climaric
cenditions. Their empowerment is nog meraty
@ matter of gender justices — it is assentisl for
the survival and sustainabiliry of the mountain
ecosystem itsell.  @<el g

|' Thie wiites is af educator, seavimn

meermaist. and adwscate for
Eerader ignis. She woris al the . Sy
inbgraaction of stieacs psicabion, . Séailpplaneer

WOIMEN'S ST e, and dis-
aster eeslienca in the livdan ﬂ The Pioma e
Himalagan mgan |
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NOSTALGIA OVER LOGIC

Heritage mustnotreplace
rigourin Mathematics

Draft curriculum’s
tilt towards ancient
knowledge erodes
analytical rigourand the
foundations of
proof-based reasoning
ARGHYA BANDYOPADHYRY

he Universaty Grants Comrmis-
sian's (LIGE) draft Mathematics
Curriculum, 2025, unveiled n
Angust, heas triggered an uneopected
upheaval in India’s academse commi-
fiy. Framed onder the Namonal Ed-
ucatson Policy (NEF) 2020, the draft
Promses o creates i
syilabus thar offers siudents a “robust
foundation in mathematical concepts
and skills". Yer, behind this reformist
language lies a troubling imbakance -
an excessive it towards ancient Indi-
an Knowledge Systems (TKS) that risks
ergding the very rigour onwhich math-
ematics muaststand. At firstglance, the
drafrappears well-infentioned. it pro-
poses a structure for both undergrad-
uate and postgraduate programmes,
iming to align modern mathemat-
jcs with India’s infelleciual heritage.
I stared goals = value-based educa-
thon, interdisciplinarity, and integra-
tion with the IKS —sound entirely
unobjectionable, But a closer look re-
veals a pattern of substitution rather
than supplementation; it introduces
arity over analytical training, heritage
over abstraction, -

Supporters of the new framewark
claim it offers a holistic Wend of dassi-
cal wisdom and modern science. Core
areas like caleulus, algebra, analysis,
Temain, ide electives in compa-
tational and dats scence, A
research project for BSc (Honours) st
dentsesa WP f0 promote in-
auiry and research. Yt the real chifilies
elsewhere. The drafiintroduces courses

they signal i philosophical turn - from
mathematics as a universal language
oflogic toa vehicle of cultural identity.

Studying ancient mathematical
traditions is valuable, but “_Jﬂ-]dnli
them central to the same um
a5 modern analytical mathematscs

, confuses

risks difiting conceptual rigour., Sur-
based methods or cosmic Hme cycies
may enrich cultural understanding
bt mmil:mgrlinh[-u to nustr?m; LEJ
car hra, Topology, ¢F Mumn

Anahfqﬁ. Many topies, like the Sulb
Sieras early form of the Pythagerean
thearem, are already taught in schood,
More debatable are the inclusions like
Kala Gamana and Pafchiadga which
Biuer the lines berween astronciy and
astrology. Making them credic-bearing
crairses undermines disc clarity,

bemving students ill-prepared for JAM,
NET, orimternaticnal PG programmes
that prize abstraction and proaf.

Inﬂia.'sl:mu'itluﬁ:lusl-umlifmmiﬁ
are bl:?ﬂ)nd fuestion = from the inven-
tion of zero and the decimal system to
the pioneering works of Erahmagupta
and Bhdskara [L Yet. to honour this her-

itage mm.‘.::fuﬂ],n, it must be under-
gtood within the continuwm of mathe
matical thought, notas a substitute for
moderndiscoveries, Brahmagupta'sin-
sights on division by zero, or Bhfiskara's
b, i
ory, prefigured b
Euler, Bernoulli, and Galdbach. Thess
historyand phi
where ideas are studied contextually,
not as relics or
Iytical reasoning, The 1
whether ancient Indian mathematics
deserves inchugion — it cermainly does =
oy e i ghoudd be invtegra
et nekric ahlnkas -
E .
with scientfle
Lnpre-

cision, abstraction, and logical general-
isation - qualites vital in today’s vech-
nodogical world. Inanerashaped by AT,
ML. and data sclence, Indias students
friust master Algehra, Analysis, Prob-
m,mﬂﬂmﬁlnmmlﬂm-

JOF f0 Lreat

tions, Optimisation, Discrete Mathe-
matics, and Information Theory - the
mathematical core needed in forecast-
ing natural hazards, studying climate
change, understanding cryptography,
and finance. Cheremphasising heritage
attheexpense of sucha foundation risks
producing graduates rich in nostalgia
but poor in anahytical power —a loss both

Finding a better balance

A balanced isessential. India’s
mathematical heritage should be ocle-
brated through electives or interdisci-
plinary courses linking Mathematics,
Sanskrit, History, and Philosophy. Ex-
ploring ideas like 2eroorinfinity across
culures can enrich HMHEIMM mdipg
without diluting rigour. Mathematics
miuststay universal-rootedin proof, ab-
straction, and precizion. Framing it as
cubtural identity risks reducing a global
discipline to symbolism and wetkening
its amalytical foundation.

India's true mathematical heritage
rests on diligence and inquiry, not on
as Aryabhata, Brahmagupen, and Batka-
riweTEinnovators whoquestianed, cal-
culated, and experimented. To homour
thermn it uphold their spiritof rational

sty ot meTety chant thedr formu-
lns.5 may sy the Sebe S,
but theymustalsomaster veetor spaces,
partialdifferential equations, and cigen-
wabue problemns. They should admire Ra-
manujan’s mathematics while writing
optimsation codes or while modelling
cancer research, Hertage can enrich ed-
wcation but never replacerigour. Marthe-
matics s awayof reasoning, demanding
clarity, consistency, and proof - thevery
tradts that built adea's intellectual past
Ahandaning thesein the name of revival
would betray that legacy.

India stands a1 a crossroads. One
path sesks 1'mm education into cul-
tural reaffirmation; the other prepares
smudents for a world driven by scientif-
ic reasoning. True confidence comes
fram engaging globally in knowledge
ereation. Amodern mathematics sylla-
bzt must preserve rigour, promole re-
gearch, and inspire innevation. India's
mathematical heritage should enrich,
not replace, proof-based reasoning and
COAT ticnal precigion.

g it #uut m wmuﬂmﬂm will

memarise ancientshiobesor. desi
the scope of future mathematics. The
answer will shape the roadmap of Indi-
an Mathematics and mathematicians,

{The writer is Principal, Khalisani
Callgge, Chandammagor, Hooghty, West
Bengal) 'W“‘"ll,‘ﬂ-.ﬁ
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Class|llaleap

forward or onetoo soon?

If learning
about Alis
to help
children
developa
critical outlook
on 65 use,
exercises of this
kind mullify
that hope.
Given how
litthe success
we have had
50 far on critical
thinking in
our science
education,
such
expectations
SEEIM

————

HE MINISTRY of Education has announced thatan
Artificlal Imtefligence (AT curriculum will be imtro-
duced from Clazs T onwards in the 2026-27 aca-
demicsession to prepare India’s furure workfosce for
a“technology-driven ecanomy” [n July, the govem-
mient lasnched the S0AR initlache (Skilllng for AT Readiness)
therpraghwihich nearhy 18,000 CESE-alfiliated schoolsare already
oiffaring Al from Class V1 onwards, with 15-Tsour modules for
mwmm.mmnwmmmcwmn
NIL The CBSE hassubmitteda draft cumicwum forreview mthe
MCERT for “Al integration” across grades. This is I contrasgtwith
Allin hig}madumdumﬁmmunlunjmdmiumdmudmaﬁ
darnry Al cowrsss forsclence and engineering STudenis thisyear.
Cine Tt aske Why this rush for AT in schools? Tt s e Lhai
Ali5eet 1o rryake 5 great impact on our lives, and that thesounmsy
seaks 1o play a eading role In Al rechrologies and shape global
Al sanstarde” But @reaching Al primary-and middie-schood
children necetsany orsufficient for building such .:gmnhilit:.-‘? )
sccomdingtothegovernment, SDAR helpsto “pridze thedig
tal dlivice and crastes opportunities forchildren " fromn naral areas
o commasdltes with e resouroes”, In & country where an
mmmnmpﬂnd:nudmmmmmm
any digital oodsin education, ilseemsat best iromie and et wors
calleus o Lalk of using A1 a5 g meeais of bridglng the divde,
Often, the phirase Al in schools™ hides considerable con-
fushon. Some mean & vaguely defined o af’ 2 Lireracy, Some
want increassd use of Al tooks in cassrooms. Others mean the
Lse of Al penhance 1eacher “productiviny” (for example, Lo pre-
pmchﬁpmﬂﬁhm].mﬂmw of persanaied leam-
Ing and assassment. Govermments ik ol using AT 10 track every
shilds academic progress, Insuch asiuation, it imperative that
weseparate informed use af Al tool from teaching Altochilkdres.
In the present currioihim, middieschool introduces three Al
damains: Computer vision, Maturm] Language Prooessing. and
statistical data. Class VI highllghts the “innovative roleof Al in
Fostering sustainabiliny and societal development, highlighting
ke conoepts likee Sustainable Developrmeant Goalks, systerms think-
Ing, and systemmags™. In Class VIIL children leam the “Al Project
Eyulrmdﬂemlm.tﬂammdimmmmwﬂﬁﬁmﬂmd -
penerative Al, Class X supervised, ursupervised and reinfosce-
mmient learning models, chestering and neural networks.
It s hard 1o understand hoew children would relate all this o
the mathematics and scienoe they are learning, How doesa 12-
makesenss of “fostedng sustainability and socketal de-
velopmment” ¢ the use of system maps? These are notions thal
reqqulre considerable maturity. Consider this question from the
Class VT Al handbook: Which SDG focuses on ‘gender equality
and empowering all women and girls™? (a) SDG-3 (b) SDG-5 [c)
snfd-ﬂd]sm-mumu@abaumsmmp children desvelog
at oustieok on ils 15, exerciEesofthis Mad aullify
Given how limlesucoess we have had mfﬁgumﬁmm
o sclence education, such expeciations seem unrealistic,
Mquamnnfmamhu_ﬁq in schooks s not to be posed a8
enewithayesornoanswer, It is about examining the educaronal
purpose, the pedagngic mers and assessment modes fordoing
g0, and developing teacher capacity and resounoes for achieving
“‘EMUNPWM.mu#mﬂchud,mhwmmlmg
sehools, the peychology of children's bearming s also critical, Al
isbothseductive and adhctive. We need tobe respossiie while

plactng It in the hands of small children,
oirselives: Arcwe befng wise? We muse keep asking

Mmﬁwﬁﬂﬂhﬁm.&m Uiniversiy, EEI"J-“"-"’;
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The genaratian
that has grewn
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The Silent Stress of Gen Z

Hyper-connected yet overahelmed, Gen = students are strugeling with siress, anxiely m:m’
depression. Institutional reform, cultural change and collective empathy are now essential

CTEFACHN F CnCoSpssEs
those barn berwern 1597 sd
B2, The hirdl & il metives,

G 7, Bl groewm up writh,
ubiguious aceess 0 the imernet and
digital technology. Wiale far mors con-
nected tham amy prior generation, many,
noretheles, meport faeheg imlaled and
disillnsiomed. Around the world, this

ﬁ'lﬂ.lmﬂ cingmental health
engesal rates
In 2024, the World Health Onrgaraea-
o [WH] reporied that ome in oraen
adolescents beftween dhe apes of 18 ind
19 experienced a mental health disarder.
In the L5, 202 LIS Crnmnk Busrau
survey of 18-24-prar-olds—dnne anadsl
=0t THTEIELA T (F in
44 jper cemt. while ¥4 per oot pepected
de d or hegudinia [ bndia,
m;n..d-.ﬂir::u renl o young adels
{aged 18-27} belirer prioritléag mentel
Redlth = crucial B o hapgy i, eccord-
0 the HIS Boree Geoep report
M:}n:h rumbers Husirae how vide-
spread mental health isaies (and aaare-
mezis) are among Gen £ The ratien
thut has growsiop

Indian higher sducation has seen
remagkable growth pver e Lt fne
derader Todwy, dheve are stoge than 1,103
wrversities and 45000 culiges, suppart-
ing meee than 4} million dudents. The

¢ 1o succeed acsdemacdiy in tha

£bt ot~

romes, 1ol well-befng, ane wihel commi—

|= taking a et J'm-qr phadienis pepon

chromas stFess, sy, depresion, and
emational exhansion.

Poctunalely, theve i TECO
mithon thad rnu::‘_ﬂ] . in AN EL5E0
(ad courmpauend of S develzpment
el sucoed. Tn sckmimsled penent, the
Undversthy Grasats Commishs (UGC)

ligr thisypear, AR a VT
hiwe heen tnstr 8o entablish dadi-

cated memdal health ond wellness clls
siniad by counselors or peychalogiss,
wihile such inatfiutional 15 wel-
e, the fact resains that most higher

i rniliant genermtios seed pecilan rycteme—atarting wish snstiaslly

pappearibs iemRea

educatian irstimees lack quabfied mesiad
health profemionals. and the comsnsclling
cesmbers ihad do et ani sod aher wader-
Fended and rederstallzd
'II:dID-'llnd-'iij:ll-
el grosng EWalEness, par-

walardy mmang the mioee whan and ede-
cated, dipep-rected SgmMA remains a
magar Bogrier in Indla those sug-
plng with meard iness. Thoss in newd
may wecid Bap for fear of being judpnd
wweak orunmable. Brenamong Gen I,
underitasding and empathy fer musilsl
Rl mgnes can be baciing. The 1034
Faums Mental Pklhlngim'ﬂ:]': B
featance, foand 83 per omi of yosig
saduilts Bedieie T CRETY
ma abamee, Yet, paradozically, 81 per
ashained, ; =
uuluffﬂﬁl

Im g the Pefemial Healihoare
At ol BT gives Imdmns B right o
moSEER heplth r-rl'l- [ P:it.m
bu:rr.uirr.l.ruq:ll.:mmlw.ln Wil eape-
cially it exducaticnal settin g where early
intFrvertion conbd makea majoor Jifer-
ence. Indesd, many parents ind profre-
sora a5l wiew stres ik a nonmal part
of student life, dismisszg rather than
sdidresaing Lny conceres that anse. (o
eilfct, many studanss e the read
fire beepe bt el com to slay slent
Fesaaniic Fallout F

Resgarch by Stanfice gl
Jesmil Fakl indicaies mmﬂ-ﬁ
ure liss happy than Base In ikl a e

or ol age. This contrasts with past
cratioes, when poung I:w-ﬂ:
soneristically bappier either groag.
This is problematic. 1 a sigrafcan:
centage of incomimg students
are siroggling with: mental health lsses,
thas willl slmoat certaindy affect reten
b, anpa « and drop-oa rates,
wewell s work, employment ared
productivity,

Mental bealth challinnges can bare
an econamic ngact as well. Accord-
ing oo Deloimes Wimtal Fealth and the
Tindae \'ﬁﬂ:plﬁ.ﬂ' FEpori pose mendal
well-being costs [sdan companies an
ettimated Bs 1.1 lakh comee (LIST) 14 hil-
hnﬂll.l:lﬂl:l-lb_.'h lbulp:r\.pdu:ljrily-ﬁ,lrm
abserpeskim, afiriien, and ok S ks
When I:I:Iﬂq"l soaderats mnier the wock-
m:&'m £ost istimales are evpechnd
et ; Uriversitics thal igreee pay-
muhgrmilwd.l-hdn; riik ot anly faik
uIE:I'hnr students bl sl wimkening
} i (e 2
Favial Meda and

Fae Gan T, social sedia roindes
il corsmunfy and cormpetitinn. Pla-
S Lk Bsstapram s Linkedin Bave
evaime few armnas of scademic and-
COf, EFETY MLingy ted xnedk oy
failure magnifivg ine-drives

{—Blopr, comrmens, =d nrw
~tRImErE T pansd o eni.
Lkers revel in validasion and m
from posltive socil fesdback and
o dsappointment, dstre, and desens-
sation from negative feedback

Despite ity many downaides, o i
media buas given poung adiiits a it
miecum 1 talk about mental bedih
5m|‘hu|l:_|:ﬂh!ﬂ'fll.|'lﬂﬂﬁ3"hwlluj
partand yearenes.

Educaiboral content is widel
shared, while haiktags lde &1 fan
el Fieatduidantars or- #Ansiety e
have  isarmallzed  conversalioas
that were amce consbdersd et
[ncreasingly seegtal healibh Fr\'.'ﬁ'l'
siomals are alio using s lal e
ared other techsalogy o share gu al
ance and provide rom ke seryice 2he
tede-coumnseiiing.

Ematicnally [ofefligent Campasie:

To address this ongoing crigs, lnda
mus retfink banw it approaches siv
dend menilad healdth. These free steps i
il
¥ Integrate mental haalih wie ede

cation— teaching emotinnal i
ligemce, sellnégulation.  #lec
mansgemenl, cgathy and reilisedc
dlorgside scademicn.

F Ensuie celloges and universiiies hae
weiticient coangelling staff oo sappar
thelr student body, e least one com
dellor per 1000 students.

F Promobe digbal coping sbdlls so s
ieriin oy nl.m-u.:mrﬂuﬂr.dﬂmd
aredancial media whth M
confdanoes and bers rakof disoea

¥ Ui dala-driven menstering i rack
stuident meneall health trescds and
sty riik, a5 may be seen, for caum
E‘-l‘. I & first-gemeration dadeal far
i b

b ake mental health catcomn 3 per-
Dot mance indicais of h mlaca
N, Levliburtions, st i rasgirch

A ve
Despite nnpoieg chalenges, Gen £
Broups acenid [ndis ape aealing
pesr-counelling programes, meand-
wersity mimSulnes: hihe anl
meftal E:E campuigmy that push hak
Agairal ilipms. These sctiomas. and mds
L|'.'|:I.|:t:':| emational wall-being maizr
B3 £ n_“' Bruakiar
higher lﬂunl:l.uu..ﬁ.udxal.u:l“nu'l
recogmite and suppard this mowensnt
ensuning studerts cin mooeed acpdern
cally writhost ﬂtl‘irl:n'g Hhenr irm T
tal health.

Wit g “rrpqrdhl
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The 2025 Mobel
comes at a fime
when global
growth is slowing,
productivity gaps
are widening,
and technology

Is disrupting
established

production and
empleyment
5

struchura
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Rethinking Growth in a New Era

This year's Economics Nobel honours three scholars whose combined work explains why innova-
tion thrives in some societies and stalls in otfers—and why institutions determine prosfrerity

e 2013 Mobel Priss in Eoo-
nomic Sciemces has been
waarded pointly 1o Joel
] o,
e Peer Homta for th rato
mative cositribiations bo understand-
ing the i behwesis insrmration,
institutions, and long-term economic
ﬁl‘ﬂ-"'lh Theis collective work bridpes
w history af echmalagy and modemn
theney, meinvigorating one of
nusl encaring questions n eoo.
nomics: “What saftains prosperity
over tmeT
This year's Mobel recognises fdeas
E:;L“" shaped hoth Fﬁ:mhn-
1 A b{D}.‘:ﬂ' prical
wum lennwledge, nal-
tuge, asmd Mrnlim;tinmn 1o cre-
abe fertile 5 fior technological
progress. Aghsen and Hewii's forsnal
muodels of "endogenous grmeth” and

“creative desersction” explain how
imnovarion eehapis coonomies foen
within. Togeiher, their work

a [ramiewiork for understanding how
natlons can foster inmowation without
compramising stabdity or mclushon -
ngaestion central for 1 -y woo-
s HOVETTIAnCE

Joel Mokyr: The Hisoricsl
Ferumdations of Innovation

Joel Makyr's woek affers o deep
historkal understanding of bow soci-
eties sustain prchislogiesd progness.
Hix sembnal books, The Lever af
Riches and The Gifis af Athens, irace
the ¢mergence of modern growih 1o
Eurapes umiggor calvaral and insti-
tuticsal setting during the Induas-
ietal Revohilion M&Ttm: tha
inmxrvakion SEms ool juss cap-
jtal aconmulation or invenions, bul
from practical knowledge - o codificd
umhizsranding that cam be spplied to
productive ends.

Jokyr's |:n:|:|‘rl'li| chim iz |_;h}::
economic growth depeidd o
interplay between knowledge and
institugicns When societies '-"IJm‘I-Lf

rewand experirenimam,
:rth:'h;:::.dm Mo of ideas, insdrecion
fourishas, Conversely, when knewl.
weilpr wsppreassd by orhodesy, rigid
hicrarehies, or momnpolislic power
progress stalls He highlights the
importance of the "Repuldéc of Let-
1ers, @ mmmuni|h]ra-:uhhmltcrs an«d
experimenters who advanced the

Enlightenmwnts empirical spiril.
This perspeciive complefmasls

midern g-mmh theary. reeninding

Joel Makyr

Phiffippe Agion

Pater Howitt

Thie 2025 Hebal Prics in Ecasimi Scmanin honeun Japl Mabyr, Phifipge Aghian md
Peter Hesaltt i iihiaping o 67 usditilonding of inaevaticn ord leng-8srm growib

us thar eechnology requires culvaral
liggitimacy, inatintional and
social trust to svahve. 't vorks
FOggests inmowarion policies must -
ture sducation, opennm, and poblic
belief I progress. Flis research gives
ssoncenics histarical depth, showing
#deas drive development, nol pst capl-
nal oo Baberus.
Aghion and Howitl: Creafive
Destroction and Endogenoas
Growth

If Moy proviced the narmative
of inmovatinns past, Philipee Aghion
and Peter Fhnwil gaer il 2 mathemat-
jcal strocvare, Their plomeering woek
in the early 19508 Inrmabsed Schom-
peteri concept of creative destruction
~ thee proces: by which insarvations
diisplace ald 1 , creting
mﬁ?m and disruption. In their
endogenous growth model, Insanva-
1106 is 1
ariven by frms’ incentives b imeest
in Bt

Unlike earlier modely, which
treated wechnological progress s an
external factor, Aghson and Hoe-
i sheorwiidd that innovation responds
[55) :nrn]:eh.!llm. [II:I]ET:. ars bnsiitu-
tional incintives. When firms som
pete to insevate, they deive growth;
when they [ace Barriers pe mecnupo-
listhe conieal, stagnabion pets o Their
framusiek explains why growih cas
ke self-sumaining, i apen, cemprls.
ve sonnamics Bt ﬁ:!,“l i those thal

Fuppress

Aighion and Howstt alio highlight
(IR0 D T d:;]h' side, “Creabivg
desiruction” implies displacenient
- workers lose jobs, firnas fil, and
scnars vamish. Their medkd offers o

pasanced policy insight: sccietieas mus
badance ‘vaﬂlnrsl!r:.lﬂ “inicksion’
Cifiver ks FECONMAEING competd
thom should Eest lnsoc el safery |F:ug_
education, and netraining to elp indi-
viduals sdapt o techmaolongical ¢ .
This dual emphasis on o yramsism anid
prstection exdehasss on automa-
tion, Al and the fubare af work
Wiy This Nodsel Matters Today
The 2525 KMokl cames o 2 time
when glakal grooel i sliwing, pro-
ductivity gaps are wadenimpg. and
sechnelogy s disrupring estahlished
cliom and smpkyment siree-
tares. The krareates immight= are pro-
fzrrdly relevast tn oday's workd
Thieir work senphadises thal inso-
walhos [§ Eo an srodomalic caalZome of
I depexeds on mnstitubonal
frameworks - bW profecing insedl-
lectusl property educatiog fosterin
critical thinki Ea.ml markels cewar
ing risk-1siieg, Economic stz
i Emt:mnril:lhh!-. s ofem a result of
il somplicency
The Jaurentes” research helps pal-
ghers understand infievation
quality, bt all seckmolagical chanpe
Lopiebe L Rt maavations
increnses markef concentraGon, erode
sampetition, ar widsn mequalsy:
the seed for policies pramaoting "dis-
mpbivt insovration” over rint seeki
behaviour. Makyr's I:"l"i":mkslnlu.
r:nu.ndhu: that socleties stif it
of fieglectin ;
g d:djh“"‘n“ ledge sysbems risk
Their wark mates 2 husnanisiic
undm%gru,,nm“ﬂrw;l
rellecs I'U“lmliLS':ll'glﬂm Crediv.
ity colladboration, el compietition,

Thie bt sckabarship resfores the
rernral and instifolional Emensioms of
reanimic prispress, often neglecied =
techrsical models.

Tnespliscathans for

Dieveloping E<omamibes

ME.B Aghlon, and How-
ite% immighls are iculasky signif-
£ang E:rgdevdupEnTn:mmﬂﬂ;g
Indr. Incigh digital ransformation
ard startup ecasystem sigmal & chilk
tpwveirdds Enmovation-driven growth,
frut instinstional gaps remain. Wk
1P emloecemesd, buresucralic inertia.
and skill enismatches limit susmresd
technodoglcal il

Molyr's perspective  suggest
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Where Gandhian Values Still Live

Amid a profit-driven age. a quiet collective of young Idians is reviving Gandhian ideas throngh
community-led action, moral courage and deep engagement with the most mn'r‘,g."mm'f'xff{
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Why Harvard’s In A Spot, And How It Can Get Out

Ithas cultivated a monoculture, leaving no space for conservatives and their ideas. It must
begin by creating conditions for diversity of thought and freedom of speech

Vidyapali Gautam

iy Hagraard has bésen in a bard place since:
£ the Trump sdoimistration barpsd 5t
L Teoin hoallsg Dorelgn stsdents, and
R paused ¥22bn in research grants for
- albagiily Gaillng o profect Jews from
il hate crimes oh camypus while flouting
anti-disorimination lwws. White House hes alsoopeniad
imeatlgations mio Harvapd's govt-fapdad patents and
its Hes to Chima, threatening 1 accrediktalben, snd
demanding records of amplovees and international
studenis
Whiks the aniversity may wrigghe fires by siriking
a deal, which could be sinoasesd soon, how dd it
kaned dnythis spat?

Vasizhimg diversity | In the most recent facully

survey, only 10% identifled themseives as &4+

comseryalive, whibeh isan improvement fron 5% In
ang4, and 1% in 2003, Only flve professors
were  pepistsred Republican. Since  political
philosopher Harvey Manafsld retived tn 2023, the
Giwermmend {political sclence) department has
wot had asinghe conservalive volee, When asked if
Harvard should makes & “concerted «ffoct” (o ki
e coFseTvRtives, only 20 % &g reed,

aAbthough Harvard has propased establishing
@ centre enodedlad nfter Stanfod University's Hooer
Instnation, 4 conservatlne oass, B won'l sddeess
t b ahssnes of conservatives from the unfversitys
eyerydsy functatlng.

freg speech | A P03 mibernal stady roveaksd
Hr:rnpant solf-censorship &t Harvard, with onky
{.nu-mirdnl’ﬂwgraﬂmtlngnlamreallmm.fwublz
discassing contraversial topics. HemeemBer how
the university axed Subramanian Swaney's couries
in 2081 pfter 1 wrote an opindon piece prnteoted
by the freo speech guarantess ol the Us Firat

Amendmant?
In ite anmeal eolbege free speech rankings fov

=026, [he nonpartisan nonprafit Foundation far
Individual Rights and Expressbon (FIRE) ranked
Haryard 245 putal 357 institutions, Last yeer, it stood
last in 25551 position,

Beverse disciminstbon | [n a 202 judgment, U5
Supreme Court declared Harvards cace-conscious
acdmission pollcy {(afficmative action) illegal. The
Civil Rights Act of 198 bars orpaviealions HRing
govt dollars Bron dlacciminating “on the grounds of
race. cobour or national origin®. Regardless, Harward
concealed theadmission statisticsol s ineoming class
Iy ﬂhﬂ'lﬂﬂ the formalas 8 es 0 report dabs, and
poatponing the rabaass of mformatian oo the ciurrend
admisslons opela.

Lowsering the bar | Harvard made BAT soores opfional
for admissions in response to the Covid pandemie, bat
thap extended this for succassive acndem io years, Some

{il.preparad npplicanis sl ipped throush e eracks Goon
alar. the math department offered o remedial coucse
e freahmen wha becked “oundstional skilis” in hilgh
sehonl math, Frllowing an uproar, Harvard relnsiated
the pequirements for the cess of 2009 and beyond.

Fhee i flek was b peromots aiqalty =5 wall, Acivisia
Tave ongenedemned the tests for suppesedly excleding
gl others anzod tests provide the ::rauw almkseicn
palicy for disadvantnged applsants .

| Thera's alés the phikaophisl
urpose plates Lke Harmed serve.

akeoiif 1h
1if 1]
it exaltuiral Bor stion, " weltes Patrick

“Ompe nstitutzons

Darsan in Wiy Liderailem Falled, “elite unfversities
have become pureevors of liberal angicalturs, e
deliberate and wholesale disasspmHy of & broad
garalh of chiliirnl Borms and practices in the name of
libertion Erom the past ™

Do Phay ex L G (ash 1oxXic narratives chat revolve
around the bitariesof oppressor and oppressat haead
on gerder. race, ood relighn, theeeby snirenching
permansnt  victimhood 0 ceetsin  geodps  and
pathologieal habred ol parcalvad victimisern® What
else sparked celebrations on camjuaes sler Bamas
slaughtered 1,200 T2eselbs on Oct 7, 20087 Why were
e uatolE Eloaling inthe wake of the assnssinatiog of
pomserrainve sctivist Charkia Kivk?

Tramp's desnande reflect nothing but his 'mrt
of thedes]l’ big think, gringirta negotiations with
all-out aggressiveness, Whils Harvard possideni
Al Gorber has rejected his demnands. W s
ooncerning thot universities are being coprced
inbo sdopting 4 new definition of antEsemitism
thal label certmin criticism of Israsl a8 hale
speech, which will further srifle apen discourse
an camneses, Whslever happensd to "k sour
Teallngs™, & jibe conservatrves threw at callege
angmdlakees upset by some speech.

For Garbey, Harvard could hegin by affirming
lis commitment W apen debate by endoraing the
Chlcago Frinciples on Prmspm-h]tnwahuw.
poing the way of Hillsdale, o privase calleps In
Michigan that has cunsistantly refused any state
erfederal ﬂqlﬂhgbﬁ;nmﬁmsuumuiﬁmed_
_ Harvard can then Dirsue iis pet agendas withous
ﬁéﬂ..ﬂ;’“’ &umlem Ejrl:!: CAN engre ks “sing are

i PSR, By paylng $500mn in fnes io
Auppart witiiorm devalopmen The parties hme already
reached anadvanced stageaf negotiations,

Doz Harvagd trudy beliesm ir can peeseail i thsa i alder
reachiea the apex court? WILL the justices jet it viciate
;hh“nlgmﬁ'&mwthmmmmn?um.

BEDOctunily to biring the necessar
relirms he desives, Hiremorn COTSEVELive famylty, m:';
o meet T demand, bus tecause all- musd sellochual
EZ";I?F"EH'W"IH'!'mmhh'zm'“fmfﬂhﬂlﬁ"
s "‘:[“L:'_::'""""'"'-:'"“m'llfﬂtl?l'erthEmv.JUmu
The ol .'luh':r.wu.ﬂ'.hllmrnmu-m

T
“l“m
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TRANSLATING RESEARCH

Ideasthattravel: India’s

deep science moment

RDIF promises
transformative
innovation, but results
hinge onstrong lab-to-
market systems and
industry partnerships
GURUCHARAN GOLLERKERI

be Governmens of Lindia’s deci-
gaomn to establish the Research
Deviedopinent and Inaovation
Fund {RDIF) under the Anusandhan
Naticrmal Research Foumdation | ANRF)
marks & historc inflection point in In-
dig'ssctentific iourney. With acorpus ol
e 1lakh crore mo be deployed over six
years, the LDIF s far more than anoth-
er funding scheme - it signals the coun-
y's devermination to de-risk private
imvestmwent in reseaschand innosagian,
e e e
n e witham
the coming decade. But money alone
does not make innovation, The chal-
lengeis to-comwert this funding moment
intoa deep-schence transformaton -1
build an ecosystem that can transiate
Inidin’s expanding research base into
usable technulogies, new industres,
India ln:;pﬂm]‘um 0LE4% of its
GOP on R&D, and the private sector
contributes only 36.4% of that. In ad-
vanced economies, the share of pri-
vate imvestment in research rowtinely
exceeds TO%, The RDIF explicivhy secks
to correct this imbalance by “de-risk-
ing” corporate parcigation in RE&D
throwgh oo-funding, fiscal incertives,
and strategic parinerships. Yet, the
success of this initiative will depend
on more than capital allocation; it will
hingeon our ability to build institution-
e ghbalbiocen
sieprints showis how,
Each mr&mm}:vﬂgjl ruth; inno-
VALon when discovery and
deployment arestructurally conmected.
The Belfer study makes an uncom-
Tortable obsermon: across the world,
even top universities produce enor-
muous scientific knowledge, bat little
of it ranstares into technol-
ogies. The pap - the “valley of death™
=lissbetween TRI 2{proofof principle)
and TRL & {validated protocype). Most
academic research stops well before
thar bridge is crossed. India, too, fac-
5 this missing middle. Our labs teem
with creative talent, yet few discoveries
evolve into products, patents, or ven-
:.‘urcs_\"l'huimwdﬁl is & rranslational
nirastructure - proof-of-concept (PaC)
hm:h.mwpmivrﬂﬂ::;ccprn-
?j‘nMu.mmaﬂmmTuim
ndu_ul}-_-.- = that can push science fram
curiosity tocommercial readiness, The
RDIF can serveas the backbone of sucly
asystem if it explicitly earmarks & pagy

= =

of its corpus for univerain- based tramns-
latiomal aeceleratars,

RISE Europe's Scienceprencurship
Playbook exanines how Evropeanuni-
versities created “lab-te-market”™ cal-
tures by re-engineering incentives, nat
HJSrE buclgets, Fasulty are encouraged
Lo larm epenauts, Rescanch groups are
aligmed with industry elusters. Trans-
lational Key Performance Indicators
(KPls) - mot just publication counts -
arcisedinevaluate performance. Mist
mpartantly, universities build shared
ﬁ‘hﬁdﬂaﬂﬂimﬂtt COTpOrate pArmErs

of-locxbe on camgus, 1F India's RDE
frameworl is to catalyse private par-
Bopanon., oo-lecaton and co-creation

g i el i
notmerely .

sor researchs it should work i]l:d'gﬂ

researchers from the sursst,

Imagine if every RDIF-supporied
university established an Industry
Translaton Council, composed of B&D
heads from the top 20 companies in its
region, Such councils could puide Pol
imeestments, apen testheds, and serve
as customers for lab-developed
technologies, Thatis how public
crowis in private innovation. The Us
Mational Centre lor Advancing Trans-
latbonal Sciences (MCATS) offersaless
ihamorous but critical insight: success-
ful eranslation depends on process rig-
our. NCATS arguesthar .
milestone rracking, and cross-discipli-
ﬂmaumlmamldmm

accelerane impact. In India, where
research aftenoperstes in silos, thes s
wike-up call. RDTF fonding must come
with ranslational performance dash
boards - cycle times, success
probabiities, and readiness levek.

The gevernment has righthydeclared
that India aims to be among the top
three 1o five nations in five to ten key
technologies. The following stand out
a& deep-science frontiers where India
ﬂnﬁaﬂ iillir RDIF catalyses 'Z'I"Dl‘ﬁ;
TRAR jc-private imvestment:
meﬂﬂ
ufacturing, (2) Al, Robotics,
vanced Compuring, (3) Green Hydro-

money  rep

genand Sustainable Energy Materials,
(&) Lifie Sciersoes and Precssson Health,
and (5} Advanced Maverials, Cuantum
Technologies, and Space Systems.

Measuring OUtEDMEs aNew
To truly transform India’s research
landscape, universities st
from knowledge producers to impact
platforms, Thismeans three strucrursl
shifts: (1) Dredicated translational units
—each researchuniversity should bost a
“Srienceprenenrship Sl with Pol
funding, P management support. and
Elrﬁcl}mhﬂ hrduatn-_quﬂrs; (2} Foine
~universities and corporates
should aperate shared laboratories
with co-funded researchers and open
IF models; and (3) Founder-Fraencdly
policies - faculty should be allvwed
sabbaricals o Eu.l'u‘_h gpinguts; TP
orwnershig should be equitably shared:
veiiture participaion showld be bt
Tﬂﬁmmmﬂmnm
industry must seize this opportunity,

The government's de-risking signal
is clear; for every rupee imeested in
national K&D, private capital will be
miatched and protected through pubdic
support, But thissbeuldnot become an-
RE&D partnerships as strategic assets -
ways to budld il‘t'mtmm:ly technalogy,
secure supqly chains, and achieve glob-
al competitiveness Corporateventure
arms, R&D consortia, and innovation
challenges under the RDIF umbrella
canaccelemate this shaft,

India’s innwation probles & nogone
oflentorideas; itis oneof ranslation
and trust. Ressarchers rarely trust the
private secmriovaheescience;
daubis academiz’s speed or reliabilicy.
We must redefine success. Instead of
measuring “hes much we spent” we
mnﬂﬂu""hwm?mﬂﬂ
These are the metrics of a confident,
hmm:ﬂnn-drm;qlmum, The RDIF
FHi-ReneTATOn Og-
portunity. WithBallakherore st stake,
Inadéa can Boally align its research ei-
system with its economic ambitdons,
Burto doso, we must mave Trom fund-
ing research 1o translating rescarch:
frim gramt dishurdement i aubeame
orchestration. If we combine Belfer's
entrepreneurial model, RISE Europe's

ECOSYELEML | igm, aml NCATS's
'mﬂﬁlﬂ ime, and weawve them
the RDIF = fabric. wi'can create n

powerful national ranslational engine,

Thisls Ivdias deep science moment,
witich mustbecome amovementwhere
wmwgnfmdgdu:smm-
thon, every innovation leads to industry,
iﬂﬂmrindusujmnu!hmm na-
tional seli-refiance, Onby then will Viksi
Bharatbenot just a slogan, but ascien-
tifically grounded, inncnation-powered
The weter &s Director, Schoolaf
Sociel Sciences, Romuoinh Unipersity of
Appilied Sefenees) -p'ﬁl!.ﬂ]r'ﬁ

—
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The term “mother
tengue” persist
not becowse

it sucpopests O
singular origin,
but becouse,
through ifs
ciasee]eiflan with
the moternal,

it Inherently
emphosises
plurality

and inclusivity
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Why engage with M(Other) tongues'?

The enduring feminine metaphors of language remind us that identity is
lavered, ﬁz-u!rmﬁ and ennr#fd by the many tongues we speak and inherit

" arew yre wwer baeen asked whan
voor moller lomgue 16 Thd
vion e baflled becaiine iizu
= codedys qeite sdendify wiich

lanpuege bo call your cther Bomgued
The question, thepgh seerringly sos.
Phe. 18 Incressirgly N by amwer
v indar’y mudilicgusl, maelve el
WLkl ':-:'hil.d ot 1 prally meses to have
1 mintkser toogue? B the lugun
bt by voar Etelogical mothes, \'_EF
language you bearned firse, o doss &
depenad nm yoorarrmosmd s, vour s
s,y worbopdae, & e crerrerenibiag
o helong in
HRahindrisath Tagare 1= farmonedy
kmioewm to have compaped. the muthir
iorgue tn “mather’s milk” B aradogy
cappures the matirnate ard forematiee
tond berween langage arel identing.
limex when lanpuages ars dving and the
hegemany of cirtain lanpuaper prevails
oreder e dikaial of the nenbiersd mar-
ket the call to pressree our nespective
imutket Ren gy becomaes wpent. Axlin-
paistic diversiny dssiniches, safegased.-
ing mecdher g i net jai about
htr-tl-:lrbi.ll alan aharef res) sting culhural
fivsrecig: i anidl Fecds g witicas
that sisk M.ulwbd
world Yei, in wodoy’s Susd Istic
lundscaps, where people often grow up
speicdrg multiphe languapges or adopd
By Gnsh-doe o skgralioe al ghobadi-
ﬁn . the smgulariy of 1]1-& me.'.ph-r
mhlafl_lrp.lfd!i:h; the term modg
oSGl xh & & 4 l.u'rqﬁ.'r pard,
surited 10 meeadern realivies. ARer all ongs
primary language need not abuays be the
langnuagee of the biokogical . Ina
werkl durr:lmmlmham dmr:-lr
and mihiling t commann, the
auestion :imunguuptuu]y{mn-
tutes onsls ‘muiher songue becomes even
hmh Huilw .'n]l.ln'.nll.l.ﬂ:'hl.:‘dn.rnl-
m Tirsl lingresge! or homs
been e
&cmpﬁeﬂrm.ﬁﬁ'rdj.—
{iorehips wilh ihe we gpeak
Yal, desptiv iy limeations, the teom
‘muther inngue’ pernsis across cul-
TiPeE-— ks Faind bhdifs e Tndia, M-
fermprachie in German, (engus rmalersd
im Spanish, and Mamebisha m Yid-
dish, Why ddoes this anduring assccia-
B betwieen huguaps and the feminine
Femadn &5 despdy lagnened?
The muﬂhnl od ithe r:n-dnprn

lovznd aizoas WATKIUE

Th# Frilermal ink tolongoage hghlights sperania o seeraci ke, 1 basg b
lII;lul‘lh.l:l_'Illl'||l|'ll!| uxperd and snrich cor erdercianding of e warkd

ancens workd Iz anncieni
Egvpl, lhr;r-ﬂ Mz, wife af Thath,
157 of wisdodn, wis fresenod wi the
Fm:l ez of rhetoris and order. S

arly, i Basseins smel Akksclinn fexin,
Bﬂdﬂ:ﬁ-n'l.ﬁtllwuu Tet labitar] wees
m:ﬂ:lrd with witd oo, creativity, and
I'|'| .

Thas spmbalic [mum:bﬂh:m
the feminine amd F\!:I'I'.ICI.I
larly significant in !n:l.lm philosophy.
Thee Rigvads preclaims, “Speech wazand
i the Belather,” Flere, Ds goddeis Wit
Dhevt is celebrated ag the embodimem
of speech amd sormd, e oeigin of all
life. Ervrocdogicaly, Var [Sanssrit foo
“speech” 0z " wand”| shases cennedtinm
walth e Latin vos and s mosdem esin-
texparis in Romance hinguages, such as
vodoe, v, andl voce

Vac Dol &8 laber axnociaied with
Sarsswati, the river gadidess whose
attribues mclode wisdoin, :h,
and the aris, Sarsewati, unlihe

s Finked wath imaell
creatmvity rather than physical pro-
wrealian, Ghe represtnks o matmmal
faice that transcends maditossd moth-
erteond-—a meoiher bevond mothes:
ing. Viac Drewi’s lineage extzveds 1o Tara

d Kal, figares thar aleo
:tf-lwlrl-ihtulllmr.:h lemgur,
.'Iiﬂhl'll'l'p'l'ml.l.ﬂ
ihe: ;
'i'hl!!ihl:-hq:'
;I'ﬂ,t Il'l d-IJ:I
mhuhnls-gﬁ

nigraphy conld ba see s Teslecnng the
1] i & [ns ot racrahop ol words
mqm self-emp ression withs

Fle el dfuciures
T Brigeeda divides speech lets
four rvels Parg (divire. unmaalfesied
cofaciouite), Padnesir (imelechial
mervial

speeck]). These levels wonphasme that e
ﬂ:;!,rﬁp!rﬂnnn sukiple planes, from
ranscendent o the megible.
tm Frakash Singh. i bes beaok G«
itsrEzdlian: Theary ded Prossor CHLE],
transdabes Fara as tie divine kaokodp

afthell Epiril el Apar, uredey
which ehe other thres Jevels, narseiy
Pathpanin. Madfpema and Vinkhard, are

sulsiimed, us “plecental knowladpe™—a
Doimectien ko ihe Betal stale of pe-roatal
FITET r

frrench 7 Loce 17y
aned bialogisl Hdne Boucdh, o their
COTersalinn Euﬁhhdnk T Mouai
Tranird A L &f Dfference [1903)

ﬂ'uhl;]w'.'-]utnrﬂd-ph-
womnta

hﬂirnl-.lmlmhmﬁm
ddyuhﬂd.wﬂh-ﬂﬂhu

to dex bradition not as righd o hierar-

chizal but wi perneatdi b re B
tation amd renewal. A "'Tn:rr
Tk CHirrmboatiod Modherry e

ife Materead thra E
dhess T e, -nﬁmlm
holiies open ige-

that the ma
=] 1k, where oihrry exiat

gang van Gorthe sdds another dimen-
wizm I Ehiv idea. Geoetlhe, 3 polygion
and sdwncare of the Erernal Femsinine

- T T
w fomee of oty Goethe el
malure ikl was s material eepresen-
ing foresgn tomgmues, we come coser to

undees aizrsrdves. “Thoss who
o not know forekm kv
natkang ol their aawm”

1 i s wvmscler B Caeerihee
pave fhe workd the bea of Weltlizera-
s gl .
Teess On FESpecl. apprecardtion,
and wnlerance for defferent culnsmes
He permanded us that we do nok e
I.u.luh;:d.t;m I'.':u:uhh::'::lﬂqnﬂ.
mamaking s
Sitisena. M
I:-:n:;be‘ Ih'b:::.:p

nisl | Supg-
nﬁirmwﬁuﬂnginbmhm
Ehirough fta ssssaciatinn with the mater-
and mchosmvrg.
lhmmml]mkunmmnﬁmdtu
Lne form e one g hl;r:.n“'r\-
evolvirg, kel -
modates diversiny Rather than
"What = maother fongoe

easthar
e That larpesge, mmich lke mother:
o, 15 meog & simgular expesienos bad

ace that seshices multiplicng o
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Switching Jobs:
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Where's the line between

Consistency Builds "-tmq;th, Variety Builds Capability And Knowing Whéu‘lb Char# ‘ihrﬂmu:m

u l'rlrr-.- Fad lrm r!r
Er1 o0 EE oF i g e gl
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THIS TECH GIANT'S INDIAN ENGRS ARE REINVENTING

STORAGE FOR THE Al ERA

The hardest
problems in digital
storage are being
cracked in India —
and transforming Al
workloads for firms

hhbdl Geaige & Sai e | e

vy kb scnd o compa
|l--\,'I|.- i vt o i
¢ wirad s Al
T J.|:-|'- IEsio

i Ir -
resiarch lalo il malminel |||r|'\..-
Frusiure e dredloalshe, 5 e ek

Sci chot feda egplam why she
ey e e posedly Been s bad
India’s mumbee one Ieasmorral sier-

O prdinfior ¢ SAOLIET
fual RO Gregrpe K -t Lis s
= Eiely iImpartnt he sygnsereey
vt bt dmcis conir bares ko e
LAPE s Mol amiege innevations.
Kurism was i Bisgaloro soan
ey NelARD s EnnEld conlRndnce
I L= Vepas, where (he sompany
rpivvaled b Fae of major enoaoo-
menis renered a4l peadd i oOEI i
framrucrure, Cemtral o thosi ol
VANEES 1§ & N oyelem l-l.'l]1_|.|.ﬂ'."Tl.I:l'i
crfied AVE. whick oombine: &
treme-periceeaios s with
CilPLe a0 rhal decs @an [ pracessed
Lri pulace resher than caplid pepe
il ¥ perviss apptica ions, M i a khil
Kurian deser Bod B “Insanely fasi
er " ecmise B 2 i he At
Homal make of six oo neoee Fodhan
(L B 2reping chiromy el
&l workload leps ke annoeatamn
mepng povermanse and maining
AFE warks alunasile Whal Ne
1A ot fals s A Dets Pegliie,
0w Atmck 1B Inchuges fn s
milngain snpre, Bullin seruney
and glardrails, and s dss transior
meine ke Togetter, thiy allow
nIErprse= b Wit an o gimsd Gala
diraetly ml the slarsge Myer "Many
e, whies you = wilh AL IS thal
ooz wanl b ke the urigisal dain
oomiing =ul of pzoerpriss dFelam

i treresarmn i o Al resdy dain,"
Furian sxpéained. "How with g
lalest 1ech yoo can fmgplesmient
peardrais, contiuls, andlailons,
Asgerinp—all #fhen herin g incme-
wie sifidary coglies.”

Thei neesszd Bath tralnleg and
Inferenee eoms dramaclcally
Fawler, sinoe you don’s hawve Samike
rigrfiog af pertabytes o ex byt of
aniarprad daas It also makes 11
Moy acrura e sl easler [ govern

Iadia’s partsired rvde

Heldpp's core archibsckore deci-
sbains. Bamesh explaing tkat this
EOEpE SnEineering effoet mal
teresd hecaoen traditnad slapigs
on-compole deslgns only made
senma whes A6 werklosds wore
emall and pso@ictahle. But with
LiXi= hittizg sherajge wlgh enor-
moE, parsikal 1/ 0 regasts, 1eold
EaUphEg simpdy brake, The whale
ey st AL iod By |5 that the ac-
cren s mseed by poce dita sheuld
b roafly fesk " gkbsadd. “The mum
Ber o fimes tha (1 is hitting your
i ko Inerersed mgponentny

Tha seale ol whal [ndia condr

iy ehid & striking. e hove IR0 en-
plrerers wurkliog on L and 119 are
iagpd pod o Inpdos Ko b said.
e pApp VP and enginesring Bead
wWasanil Kamnesh ogded chat the
work spennid Bl Byers—
Srm Dcsap (e LA B s SI0CagE oper
2 T e e e sl 4
Al Dala Enpina ivsall—reflactlng
hiow dsaply emtedded Indin is in

‘The answer tiad MefApps ergl
i CAINE Lp wich was dissspre
grad wrekBeciure—spliiiing com
e aind ek a0 thEL aoimrace
ool el dejinden iy Thal pe
giadret] resr g g s of Ple-
|AfEE storaes stack, crmibg a
meladnis engine ceabdeol handl s
el drsdesns (ese i islly crestmg n
bt o baade bafo aboan thedaea held

i
=
|

e ————
_ - =l
=T D e gy s

;; |

i s iliigge sodatian ], snd baiMing
wynimma Jor v lor enbeddings sa
thiet daie cosdd Be Ned ez iy Lk

moed iraliing plpsiines
=W nre cutting shord thet big

pipaline thal uded 10 be baill Wa
i o boe Hrarh sibach: fun zan
miree datn vory (s, chasaify i, o
ale mariadata, peneraie e bed dmps,
el seale potor mance as much as
wou wazl, &nd thet performance
|k darectly do yoor Wi GRUL"

Eiarin sovs the Ined fa deirn s rols
mihis a5 partof a brvader pofiern
“There’s o ol ol good e0r Inneva
Vo Bapgeiilag in IndEn,” ke salid
prinikog eui thal dha enspis his
grasen Fram L0 s e i g
T Dmsf iR ores o e e O meir-
1y 3,50 e, The erginaering work
15 mat oaly saale-hewyy hni Soaphy
ol embeddenl qrsieme, sior
ega imtermals. AL, gensralive AL
pErveaadey A real ol | s e,
Humemb ebed 1hia bhe e tdain

enging, Sempasalile arehissenire,
e r-Coe1 pu e ofivs | g and 2ere-iees-
= lferencing were “hig brends™ in
dem Al Infrestruciures, wad [ndia
delivered oa all fine

Hurtan links e mnovi o
in i resl-warl e o AL adap
it woorire e, “ W balparginise
fhena get rusely For AL b ssil That
randinsne binges an seganising
enircprise data ~somthing fow
e i havs kslerivally man-
wgid well MetApp now sees rapid
Elobad upiake ol (e ambiEnies.
“We: el aboen 250 cusnammeT Wi
in e |asi reparted querier.” he
salil, "up from 50 bedore” Erieer-
prises are building Al cantres of
pooTlence, degdary ing common plat-
forms and snsarmp mnd sly "]
wizh lepal and dela-geversancs
coaireds Heali=rs and 1w scl-

¢nces are curran iy B mast ad- |

veneed. e addsd, because their
data temds {0 be batter stroctured
g historically mactims-remdshls

Crber engnesring pravena

Al is moe the onby Bront wheps [
piysa declsive e Crhersourity
has become the compaay's oher
i e pillar ol Inmavasion. Karkan
dhser Tl @ landscafa wiiire e
arsgrd are ealamly eylag o goc
o your gata, making storage b
mos legisal place (or dafence. Ne-
LArp Tow emsbeds InielSgence en-
gines directly o ¢ apareiisg
wydninis b Sted MRS RCE Tir
stualiy ety " Ramesi mavvaled

that the rore of Metdpe's rassn- |
ware protectios secvice L6 el in |

Henpgadorn “We heve » bunch af
da e s leniisrs who work Srom Here

The py=iarn drvew dmm a ddtabl-
by aipelaseed thbear lessdscepe daca
‘Dere ozl Uses ML modpls s gener
o signalipes and Salect paiberne
of walielous Behaviour

Peyurd ls pe=nical degih, the
Il i oy s iy i e g o
erehiprode Frmess pol nled ot Thal
Irdsa mow Bog 0 wery Saree |ewler

shilp s, Fanging froen Swectorsso |

werior memnagies, il 0 ST e
ez iory of weires bndhe echin-
al warkferoe The cormpariy s Rlas
vesied] in dndin's A Gent piges
lise, dezigning a Snin mealliperes
sl ifed kow par el Nass-
dcin ‘v Fulilie Skills placfysm with

1.5 wreilinn Bevarmans, [T Mi ko s |

Iared reane Than 133 aaitugs ghib
alfy through s acoelsraloy proe
e, a preaing stk o Wilkeh
aremany [nso-facased

e L&

e e an e ' mm md Y el ome
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NEXUS

OF GOOD

ANIL SWARLF

THE WRITER IS
414 AITHOR AND
A EORMER
CIVIL SERVANT

Frayoga presaents
o replieabls
model of how
education can
uplift communities
while nurturing
Indi’s nexdt
generction of
scientists and
innoveators

New Model for Learning

MILLENNIUM POST (P-7), 20 NOVEMBER 2025

Pravagi fnstifite of Edveotion Research, a 2oes Nevus of Good amardee, is redefingig hos fndia learms —

trongh experiential scicrce promaimmies, leacher-researcher models, and researcli-chriven soctal fmbact

raynga [retilute of Educaliom
Eesrarsh wai s of (he ph'lud
avardees of Mexuy of Good
Armusl Awerds 2115, B ha
&m a8 a beacan of Enovtiom. In
s wrnind where educahion ored innorabon
are the pillars of sociely devclopment;
['nnvumplg.x&:nn-ipr-pm:.{ |reaiye
thom with a mision oo serve a public come.
Peogmied by the Depurtment of Scientific
and Indusrigd Reseasch (MSRL Gomeern
imed f India, Pravogas work reimags
how India can mzﬁﬁ':un. axad le;::ﬂ
AL il corr, Prayepa focoos on creal-
:} scalahle, adapiale, and open-source
uiaing that ennch learning expen-
cnoes, faster sclentific maquiry, and trans-
Iarm eacken into rellective, inmoyvatie
leacher-researchers. Bs work combine
figeeos risearch with prachcal inlerven-
tioms, encaring that edocational innova-
Lz resch thestudeniz and teschers who
rosad thems most
Kiriye: Learning Science by Dning
Sciemce
A Pr & inemy irokhibeed,
hqlﬂ::gml:?:;fmm EXpers
merzl m IFI’M I g Thae m
i lveady reached mess E.i.n I.:I.F;;:ﬂ:lru-
dymie gornet 1004 schealy @ Kernaiaka,

rebindiing the joy of dscovery among,
childrnis
Through designed experi-

praeivls s o betea | leaEningg activitles,
Kriya helps children conpect what they
bearn in texthacka o whal they obeervein
[afe The mcoem-extand s fo il
oenaimicaly weaker ecthons (EWE)and
privabe schoob, creating a lmbing impact
£ T AT ECENE e

The tpact haws b prokiress tra-
dents whoanee apprasched seiencewith
hestation now arphore il withgacilment,
while teachersgain cenfidence in faalisat-
iy experiential lewming of scienoe
Arreshzna: Murturing Scientists for
the M iy

I Kriya spagks curicsiry, Anveshana
HEmerss i imo inguedryand rezzarch, This
intiaeres encoreges bigh sl studests
Ve Bk v i|||l|'|||_'|1|1.r||l restearch Fﬂ'ﬂ;illtll
— introducing them i the provess of
gquestinrag, hpsothesismg, experimerd-
ing. and amabysmeg

Anverhana s remarkable not just for
it o reechven, b dor wihgem o pemches.
Many of we parlicipants. heing Bew-gen:
nﬂhlulﬂnl.::nfnpefmumlu spisitify
and Lbcratnry instromints for the firsd
time. Gided by Prayugas mentors amd
rescarchers, these students hoe preduced

wirk of acepaonal qualiny,
program’s transfurmalive impact

iv evideni in the achibevemenes of i 110

MNEXLIS OF GOOD

Peeryoge’s Kaipe ard Amvedhara peograrimmes shiw haw caperiential leeraieg oad
slvadeed peosarch con rediaps e npthan's wleabdr futhwe

yuuny e hers Siudents, incloding
those fram tribal end rural backgreunds,
b wnithored research articles pobliched
in intemaimnal joprmals, angd bawr won
prestigious aweds for innovation and
research wl nationsl oruses 1] posr-
reviewed sesearch ariices in mdernalional
Forarrad € i il [ | e VRS, the
program wil be scal ed Barther; exiending
ils mezch b pwepe scbaonls amsd purniresg

the mext ation of young scenlists
acrows fredia
[ hiad the pri ol wilnessmg the

Anvesharm T‘rq'r:l 5 vrevair Bor the 2024
taich, Watching shadents == from tribal
and raral backgremnils — coadidendy
explain thelr reeaech projecis wes deeply
L am proud ti share Hlil s

tribarl arwl naral pirl stodkents aee now peb
lighiad suuthings - i &5 posibly the st time
{hat a sl lie fesearch article suthoned by
Indian kagh schonl wtudents is published
it Scopus-indexed jenal by Fhevie
| cokiing sbead, there s the esit-
ing passibiiy of incebull o withis A
shama, whare students could enplost ways
in develop their restarch projeces imko
langer molubions or probotpss The 37

ressrch peopicts cotcsod sl Prayiga have
far-reaching implicatians oo kuman soci
ety and scl [rrore s, o i writh
a petentisl Centre for Excellence, this
Epproach enosurdps Innovakion, experd -
sristion, sead theearly developmant ol
entrepeenewrial thinking ameng studemis
Tieachizs:

ihe Transformers
susmainahle refoem ineducation begin
and ends with leachen. Prayoga .
mises this irmh and has bl one of
miasl camprohassive acher snporar-
el B hecer years,

O o Ny e -
jgram, teachers are iraired, mentored,
andd contimanudy supporad I el v inda
seacher-nensarchers, The proces imdudes
resedential workshops, dalegoes with
educationins and sciendisla, and oigocg

mentarship by the Frapogs lees, Teach-
ers plan, execisie, and setlect wpon their
chmreom practies — i innn-

wabiwithin thefr pwm caniesds, What seis
this progres apar] i thet Prayoga poes o
shep beyund and asiges mmiors b the
teachers, whobsmdhod teadbens through
them transhratia: Jarnzy

Vhal sets this progrem aper isthe per
seaaized handhalding mmins sxem-
featsy ieachers thraugh every stage of their
transloemative joamiey, emurieg that pes
Bpuliu;:::fﬂl,ﬂikmml iy learmead Bui
internalised. When teachens Ewmﬁ-
deir aned mellectivg, the ripple efiect o
suden! Jearning is profonnd. Prapogas
rmhlpmride-.su replatalile framework
for horw teacher developmenl cam b bt
sustieed and scafshle.

l-hdlralq;' with Viinn
At the of Frayoga’s success is

the visbim off D H5 Majgarai o, 3 pesjpachod
educationist whnse decades-long work
Bt By desiiedd 8 improwing the gual-
mﬂitulﬂmdlmemML
M phikesophy s simple ed veation muwt
iipareer boih ghe benrner and the feacher
The Institutioss Advisory Bosed comms
pebius éiniiweel Bgases who privide sl
puidance o Prayoges mission. Chased
Dy MM Venkatachaliah [Padea Vib-
Bushan}. former Chief Pesisce of [ndis,
Prayugs remaing af the foeefrear of sdo-
ialigral moovahan, seemlesly inlegrat-
Emmm #ocud impact,
Prayogas work b andioned in o sae
oof-that-ast Bl apannieg 1.5 s, with
u M0 aq fi. working are dedicated to
them aifc soieace and educatiea revearch.
The caznpus hosts a team of Eduction
Researchens, Siereifc Reeachers, Seh-
ject Experts in Mathematics and Sowemce,
Fiek Academic Szafl, Progras SManage-
E’Jﬂ"”‘:‘;ﬁ'ﬂ:’%‘i"“ﬂiﬁ“‘“‘-
o abham of
idvam infrastraser and caparl per:
sonnel creates an eratling esvircnmeni
fior rescarch, Innovation, sed meeaningful
snicial impact.
‘The Way Farward
Ercleay aduedlion spslesn stands &1 a
crnsroads. On ene sude lie challenges of
qmabey and eiquiny; o the odher, immenis
upporhunsties born of immemation and
indert. bratinitions like Prayega show o
wite] {8 pocsible whan reseanch and prac-
£iC2 MIECE pUrpase
lis ffores in |Fassfoming jilaoods,
mwening siudenis. fosi scieniific
:'::hrr. ll&gumwu*ﬂ:w
1he Baiure nredﬁﬂ'::ln in Imii i\'hr
g esperiei Tireg. suswach-
]'m;.jpu'ﬁumj_g.-. n]:-tn-mu.lr:?.mjulh:ﬁ.
gl dng ubalivn opporsanitiss, Pra
ﬂm-pliﬁ:h the rasalirmalive pﬂkﬁ
nl echscation rescarch and sl i
Ll e collecanely s 1 Prapga in ity
emfearvonr o ensich the Lress of stdesis,
reactwers, and communicies aceass the
matiom and Biporad,
Vit mmﬁ'm,rmj_
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mietlectual Arrogance: The
New Professional Weakness
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Let kids embrace Al at their own pace

Class lll is too early a stage to have artificial

=)

AVLIT PATHAK
SOCHHOGIET

RTIFICTAL inielli-

.'% genee (Al iF here,
LB aniliseeme thal you
and 1 will Fave o
_il_ seoiate i inday or
feemmrrow. Yok it umseliles e
fhzl men shdents of Class 111
{hardly mneyear-obf] hawe Lo
lears Al a5 8 mandalory stbiecl
The Cipirnl Board of Secondary
Fucstion (CBSE) has decudad
1 introduce Al for-all studemts
Fronp Class 111 cenards From the
HIDEZT acacdeTras SRS

1 cordier 1o go deepie [Flo Lhe
memning of thes mone, of what
the Micmiry of Education
regands & Yome of the signid
cant curmewdum overhsds i
msadern highary™, it 18 Immporinn)
tn rafliect on ten istues relsting
ko the Fhthen of e lechnole-
g, culbuse and pedagogs

Ty besypim writhy, 08 8 Lgertard
tn undorsiandd that im Chess
bypor-modsrn  BFMes, we are
almest compelled i &ecepl
BURY e paee o {echnolog-
cal minovation — AR guibe
ofton, withgul the  sEghlsst
ambigusty, Howewer, this cofl-
strainl s aften transfommoesd st
a foemn aof seduction. |1 s nol
uRDGELmOn 10 gee gven Tl
year-ald keids Cplaying’ with
smartphores; and the resufan
mddictm 1o Wi SCress i3 Mk
g i ieetensinply fficult fioe
therm o houk ol the opem, vast
=iy, 3ee & tree, nofice o bded M-
ing or beed the fbydlsmee play of
6 Thraer and & btledly Yis
teshnalogicnl pedgels seom 0
hiave calonzed their snuls,

A vy pormmalise Bhis bisabon
of tEchnaagy i aloosd every
domnain ol bfs, 1 i e o,
not surpdaing =1 ihe CHER
fon Toveks Lhal sven idilbdren of

Chaas 111 ghooald nol g betbied,

¥

TR THNG Sohweois shoald not disciins Bids in away

e Friast begin inbem the fun.
damnentals of AT throwegh play-
fulicterpetive’ medhods'.

Mipecver, who ¢an £a7 ‘'no' to
AT purticuarly when e 1ech-
no-porporale elibe and the s
kot-deiven sdvectising machin-
ey keop reminding ug of ns
vovolutiosary potental? And
npeaibly, many smbitioes pot-
#nte glea 1hink thal kn this fast
ehiEnEIng wpldd, If thiss chil-
drery do nod feel eopndfnrisble
with A1 s early as poastile, they
wall lag behind and fail Lo 00p0
stk newly emenging flelds hke
datz mnalysls, robolics’ &nd
daalgn moovation!

Flnweyver, amid s techng-
sedpction, we ghouald nol eeget
{hat nob everything i necedshr-
ily promising ghoul the use of
Al i the reabm of el izcakion
Professces of leading IFTs and
1M hev= eFpredsed sererils
|lu||u'|l|1-,|;-l,-|-|’"1:'1i::lll\.'|'|l-.| Heeont
I, Piof Henjan Enrairjes —.!hIE'
Derector of [FEDwihi —remind-
ed his studenis 1hil “an oy
mllaige on Al may hlpder
eendial  lepmning malenmes
such as crilwal thinking shkilks.”
IJk.rmu.:.muu_-.IM”-,mhw
hae  vheorved owiith deep

Let chilelren develop
their intesest in e
larger world by playing
with the atlas the
erlobe and the ar
ol storyteling,

snguish, sowa of the sfudents
are ashing Al platlfornss to pre
i v faedel stuclies

lndeed, as ihese otheraise
Litjchit slademls ans lempded La
sizrreder thedr cim critivaliene-
stive tninkmg s preduce AL
medinled  assigniments, hey
deprive  themselvet ol what
rigaboess ks hurine: Uheir sub-
jectivily, ther pgency, ther -

intelligence as a mandato

=2 Tr.'

tha ey foea helr Simplicly, curoedty Brd peyfulness.

riential browledge, Ul irmper-
Pection’, thelr hard imleik=clual
labowr, ared strrve Al their right
b make muiskakes. Advepd Tk
Beyurul the excessive hype over
AT lies @ boate fact, It can, as
Tarsell historan Yiwal Moah
Harari hiss caubiomed us, crsabe s
attuntion . which Bumans
maght liea coarined cvrer Uhear o
irrventon Tsn' il Trightermng?

Fusihermare, a= a teacher, I
alten sk |_-|1_:|_I|,EI[" What do L.
children of Class [0 actually
newdd for ther cognilive, pEy-
chie. aeethetic nnd intellectual
development® 151t ALar sume-
thing eleet Bofore sveryihing.
let us seepd Ehal withoul
altering the very meaning of
schoding, no bechnalogy can
arcuse Lhe childs inlerest in
stlive lesrndng, Let schools
not look like prisons: et
sehonls: mul ‘discipline’ o
chilidren: bn oa way thel Uy
lnst Lhett simphicity, suricaily,
woncler ard playToiness

LI eoiarse, they ought to leam
& bil of elemenlary matheme-
s, They need Bo learn how io
read, wribe sl articulate hem
solwes. 1L is equally inportam
for Whiere b0 learn howsr div aluane.

ry subject

relate 1o odbeera and work imoa
group, Let thom leemn elmet
tary arithenetic ihrough every-
dliiy activsties that desmand addi
tioo, susbibracton, mudfipheation,
divizinn ard some sarl of qlsn-
tiflcation or messurcment.

Lit them develop thair e
et im e larger warld by plas

" ireg with the silas, the globe ard

thi art of sharvieling. Let them
sep, bouch, smel]l and read
poodiealourful - books,  amd
evalve o taste for reading. Lel
them develop ke faoulties of
ghesrvaticn and reazoning. Lat
them do things with their hands
and legs Ard abowe s, let thers
play amd shamen thelr physs
rakkingtie ersrgy. Lel them
Inak at a Dower & tree, n rover,
gnd experence woisder and
mvstary. And this sort of eens-
tnaly, we should not forgel. B
the highest foren of intedligence.
[ kave, therefore, no hagitation
im #ving that the studenis of
Class I do nof oeed AL
Instead. they nesd & pedagogic
tilbe the Hikes af
Habirdmngih Tagore, Makat-
mia Gandhi and Jeldu Krskna
il expenmented vath.

Think of thes barden of lnowl-
oidge these tender ohibldren are
asked bo cormy: English, sel-
ence_ civis, mathematics, com-
pizder applicatiens and pow AT
Wiy i we wanl &0 rulb thm of
their ckildhoed® Why doa'Ewe
rualise thal i in the formative
years, they ane lillerwisd A
gvcive wilh love and care, and
ipspired ba learnfiniearn with,
ot £ Toar of lagging hehind,
they wikl evenbually evolvo Bl
maollectaally swakened, ema-
fiomally falfilied amd segthoti.
vally spnsikive citizets?

[ sl mv, B chilfioalt for them
ko retaln ter creative surphis
e evifical thimbimg. And as
the grerw g Lt will bee possible
far ihem lo decide whin ard
heroe 1o s AL amd snoel mapem
tmmitby when ta say ‘mo’ 1o i, sl
s il Ue meaning of being
hiuifame i bo be a master (nab a
shve) of tochnosagy

Ieamybaody fronn the Miristry of
Educptionor the CHSE listening?
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"+ IITG mvention

he invention of a groundbreaking solution to ad-
dress fuel adulteration and ol spill cleanup by re-
searchers at [IT Guwahati is something that has
done the State proud. Indeed, facilitating world-
class research and innovation should be central to the fune-
tioning of our higher institutions of education, If one were
to look at top-notch global institutions, such pioneering re-
search has always been associated with them. Unfortu-
nately, we still have alot to do to catch up with global stand-
ards and one expects this pioneering feat by ITG tobe a
trailblazer vis-i-vis fundamental research and innovation.
The IITG team has developed a Phase-Selective Organo-
gelator (PSOG) molecule, a novel matenal capable of de-
tecting fuel adulteration and cleaning oil spills. This inno-
vatve material can also detect adulteration or contamina-
tion of petrol with kerosene, aiding administrations in iden-
tifying such issues. Given that mixing of kerosene with
petrol is a common issue in India, this innovation can go a
long way in checking petrol adulteration. Additionally, wath
Hs potential to selectively absorb oil from water and so-
lidify it, it offers a significant advantage in cleaning oil
spills. Oil spills are among the most harmful environ-
mental disasters, causing extensive damage to marine
life and coastlines. :
Over the centuries, science and technalogy have played
a key role in uplifting human civilisation, with the pace he-
coming more pronounced following the industrial revolu-
tion. Indeed, there exists an undeniable link between a pro-
gressive, equitable economy, and the proper application of
science and technology. Economic progress and technolog-
ical advancement generally go hand in hand. The paradox
in India has been that despite the remarkable growth of
science and technology, a large segment of the masses con-
tinues to remain deprived of the fruits of development. This
brings us to the all-important question of how to apply sci-
ence and technology for the greatést good of the greatest
number — something that has not yet taken place in the
country, The eminent scientist, Prof CNR Rao had once -
while terming the IIT system as the only brand India creat-
ed after Independence - lamented in the same breath that
hiad all the OTians worked for the good of the country, India
would have been different today, It's disturbing to see that
technological advancements have fallen short of fulfilling
the collective, national need of making India a better place
to live in for its citizens. Here is the crucial imperative of
ensuring that science and technology are applied for sus-
tainable and optimum utilisation of our natural as well as
human resources to transform India into a developed na-
tion, Countries desirous of making a mark globally - such as
China and South Korea—are investing heavily in education.
Our government would do well to enhance allocations for
sectors like education and healthcare. Wx\{,
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Individuals, ideas
and insfitufions
power o nation's

this chain mathers
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Individuals. Ideas. Institutions.

As institutions age and societics rush ahead, the challenge is keeping alive the dialogue
bsmlr:m visionaries, the ideas .t‘a’w_}* smrt and Hif svstems meant to mn} them fm*aﬁf

firw 'Hreh agD.
owver an wanhar-
ried cup of coffes
in mrig homeiows,
J&hﬂpﬁmdh&lﬂln
dated bungalow scroem
gireet, “That place” he said,
‘mm:llh'h'-ld-qih uarfers
o & cooperstne that Irass-
formmeed 1k entire distrct
Srarted by orw man witk a
wubtssen idea—and look at
by mall™

L-]piuu.u:l‘.u'hﬂi.qum
“That's the thing
abomi nabors” ke added
“They rise when mdividaals
carry idens, and they decline
when instibetions forget
them " His remack mgered
with me long afier the con-
versghinn encled, hecmesr m
one stroke he had ©
what ['ve losg
that humas progres cn be
undersiood throughia s
oo i
viduak, i, axd imeing
tions. And thai B moment
iy link wealens, the entime
dmbegl.nlwi'r-l'ln'

Ewvery institution we
oy s b
hmﬂﬂ‘iﬂ%ﬂ-
ual who refussid 16 scep
ithe world & it was hasdnd
1o them, hr;ﬂmmu rJ]11Li
[person s & whir
prashes agaimst tradition;
sametimes an

hﬂuﬂumﬂmmmmum

and collective purpese,
'.Ihql:nmll.lrﬂ'rmﬂ.m into
rahif sl comviclHan Lito
directien, Somp o armive
with & moar, others with &
frrarmur; sme socceed by
d'“,ﬂfnsmj; the warkl, oth-
exs by helping rm]l.-l
sense ol il Many

tirse, bt & e few muln.-:
their creators and go on ta
inpine people who never
kmigw —or even heard ol —
e ariginal thinkeer: Bot even
the stromget i i vulner-
abde io cthe erosion of Hme,
umbess it finds & structure

thit can give # contnuiby.
That G from
AU

Imsittutions are oflcrs -
fen of in dry, buresuoratic
termms, bet ol |heic esdimice,

po-
rary biirats of brillisnce. The
best inslibotons retain the
mearal clasity ol the idias

praipese, I'rh::'n'l'lills_ -
e vl of moermemia

Mjoere troublingly, when insti

rtions Inse memory of tae
ldn!htl.hllﬂ"ll:l;rlrlljﬂ |:::rl'rrrn
or when cihy imsa
rigid sywlems susplchoms of
ciange, thiey cease o murhaee
reew inedividisals. They then

b places whiene irm
mabion goes mod 1o E‘!.I.I‘K
baat tor tire el cur

‘W offen imagine indi.
widkoals, idess, and Insgips-
Bicinah ek 3 mal, chronodoggical
seqpoence—first the peran,
ths tha wop then the
orgarasation, But the trilk s
> m;pe% '
s
diary: teachen mrﬂ::ﬂ
shademits, bureaneraces that
g young oficers. oom-
pamies that coltivale new
entrepremsiurs. |deas evolbee

Wit iNEraTions i TefeTn-
mpu.l'hﬁ:lrc or rein-
For pew

I:lm:: And Endiviglu-
Tﬂ every slage, challenge
imsli#ulions ko rediscoer
thatir founding impulses The

m s [l -
der and more Hee o comonma-
iz ==t that mriat comdinme

il a sochety is bo remain alive

o R
vl hrp bobeving o

il siep inspiring, or inats-

&m&ﬂﬁﬂhh:m@l
artives silenily, n drilk and
disifesioniment.

This dislogue between
individuals, ideas and inats-
im caar present momenl. YW
fiwe in & time of nechnokogl-
il acnedemten, sl dom,
palitical conbestation snd
mstitutional fatigne. MMany
ol piar sypsterns were bulls
for slower, more predict-
able erss and now struggle
hhﬂt:e with desmnds

every lew months
A thve same Hme, indivicheal

‘The key qaestion for o
apt i o 1o keep the dia-
N Benw bo ensume
;hmnwﬁfn.uml:' keep
-] w
wdens Aemble and relavant,

ance oftem comes fom dar-
ity rather than foroe it is o
peminuler—nol nostalgla—
of how the chais betwern
Imsdividuals, bless and insti-
Butioms: s Resthet
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Arduous trek to

5 we approach the

inthe US, it is also 2 time
of anxiety for Ph.D. students on
the academic job marker. Many
mare people with Ph.Ds aspire 1o
be professors than there are positions,
The road to becoming a professor
is arduous. even for students at Ivy
Lz institutions ke the U :
of Pennsylvania, where 1 taught for
20 years, and ar Yale University,
where have taught for eight vears,
Al of us with tenure-track or tenured
positions in fields like sociology
have gone through what 1 am abot
todescribe. [t is remarkably similar
across multiple disciplines at
research-intensive universities.
This career path is not for the
faint of heart. The job market
cycle spans an entire vear, Keep
in mind that students near
completion in a highly-ranked
PhD. programme have already
been through a rigorous selection
program.
In our department. most Ph.D.
candidates will enter the job
market in the sixth vear of their

graduate studies. By this point,

they have completed their
coursework and fleld exams as
well az written and defended a
dissertation proposal. They have
likely written much of their
dissertation, which is an eriginal
body of research in the form of a
book. They have attended weekly
workshops and learned tocritically
assess research during their
graduate training. They will have

served as teaching fellows, helping
pmfessurs- with their classes.

While it is not a requirement
for graduation, they will have
certainly attended many scademic
conferences and published multiple
peer-reviewed journal articles.
Journals have accepiance rates
in the single-digit o 10 per cent
range, and it sometimes takes 1-3
vears to publish a single
peer-réviewed paper.

Tor prepare for the job market,
sometime im the summer, job
market candidates will begin
writing a cover letter as well as
research, teaching and service
statements. These materials are
written and revised many times
by the students and their professors.
students have to solicit letiers of

STATESMAN (P-7), 21 NOVEMBER 2025

ateaching job in the US

recommendation from their
committee members {people like
me). They need to prepare their
writing samples. They then scour
job listings for jobs in the US and
sometimes all over the world.
There are single deadlines for the
vear, which may be Sept, 30, Nov.
15, ete. In the sociology job market
this vear, there may be dozens of
tenure-track jobs (yes, you read
that correctly) in the entire United
States for a beginning assistant
professor, | would advise my
students o apply for all the ones
that may fit their expertise and
that they can imaging accepting
If offered the position. The odds
that they will be interviewed for
any particular job are near 2ero,
as a single position can solicit
hundreds of applications.

Once they apply and send their
materials tothe application portal,
the waiting game begins. Meanwhile,
thev will give practice job talks -
these are usually 35-40 minuie
presentations about their research
with a 30-minute or 50 "Question
and Answer” session. Other
audience members of professors
and students will ask difficult
questions about their research,

and they must practice huw to
respond to them. Poor responses
o guestions, even after a great
talk, can end a job candidacy.

In our discipline, some schools
might conduct zoom interviews
with candidates first before
imviting them to campus interviews,
while others skip this step.
Tvpically, three candidates are
invited 1o a campus [nterview
for one tenure-track position,
What Is heartbreaking is that
despite the many practice job
talks and preparations for the
job market, some Ph.D candidates
or Ph.D holders will not receive
an invitation for a job interview,

Every graduate student [ have
ever met spends time grappling
with existential questions about
whether they want to teach at a
small liberal arts college or a
research university; whether they
would like to live in an urban
area in the Mortheast like New
York or Boston or in the West
Coast like Los Angeles: and
whether they are willing 1o live
in a small tewn in the South or
a mid-sized city in the Midwest.
[ tell them all of this is ircelevant
because no one has olfered them

a Job vet and they have no choices
to make until they successfully
get a job offer. This is a lesson
that they will not gquite understand
until they are actually on the
job market. Ph.D candidates can
also hope toobtain post-doctoral
positions, but these are less
common in the humanities and
social sciences than in STEM
fields. Still, these can be excellent
one Lo two-year positions, where
one can spend additlonal time
conducting research and building
one's curriculum vitae. However,
the supply of posi-docs also
leads to a more competitive
supply of job candidates, because
new Ph.Ds and Ph.D candidares
have to compete against them.

If you have friends or family
members who are currently
enrolled in Ph.D programs and
hope to become professars, be
kind to them. Don't ask them
why they are in school for so
long and if they have yet received
a job offer as a professor. It's a
bit like asking a E-pop trainee if
they have debuted vet.

Tha Koo Himkbifi N,
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Punjab must defend
Iits stake in PU

NAVREET KAUR
ﬂEFTDFHH.IE!Ih‘lETﬁl}'MPLI

phrase ‘governance reforms'
15 being strategically used to
demaolish the democratic essence
of a public university. The notifi-
cations (for governance structure
reforms in Senate) dated October 28, 2025
and then Novernber 4, issued regarding the
reconsttution of the Senate of Panjab Uni-
versity, and the withdrawal of the same on
November £ raise many concerns. They
relate to the constitutional principles of fed-
eralism, the purview of the executive or
administrative directions external to its pro-
visions {in this case, the Ministry of Educa-
tion) and the authority of the Senate in initi-
ating reforms under Sections 19 and 20 of
the Panjab University Act, 1847, ercaion of
the democratic structure and encroachment
of the rights of Punjab.

Tt appears that the process and mechanism
adopted are inconsistent with the statutory
framework laid down under the Panjab Uni-
veraty Act, 1947 The governance of Panjab
University is explicitly and cormnprehensively
defined under this Act. Sections 19 and 20 of
the Act vest the Senate with powers o regu-
htemtﬂmmdmﬂrﬂﬂ:lb

thon, representation or powers must be pro-
posed and debated in the Senate, and then
processed through the legislative or statuto-
ry route, as explicitly specified in the Act, and
not through executive ar administrative
Wmmﬂmmwm
Panjab University functions as an nter-
state institution under the Punjab Reorgani-

sation Act, 1968 Hence, any structural
reform must be preceded by consultation’
with Punjab. Section 72(1) of the Reorgani-

mshhlhmmwlmﬂleuﬂ:mtadnsmﬁﬂ-
gral role. The said notification (now with-
drawn), issued without consultation or ¢on-,
currence of the Punjab Government,
mntaummﬂamupﬂammﬂalnﬂ:ha—
nism envisaged in the Act.

The Govemment of Purjab in’ ﬂl,'
mmmmummmmmﬂmm.'
(Colleges), stated before a high-level conmit-
tee that "the reforms to be undertaken for bet-
ter governance of the university should also
be strietly as per esdsting statues and law amnd
that noaction is talen contrary to the stabutes
or against the interests of the State of Punjab.”

Instead of changing rules as per law, the
notification had reduced the representation
of Punjab in the college teachers' constituen-
ey (from 11 1o 6), principals’ constituency
(fromm 11 to 4)and abolished the graduate con-
stituency (15 representing alumni to 0) and
the faculties constituency (6 to ()

The delay in announcing the Senate elec-
tion for 2024 and the systemic restructuring
of the Senate by reducing the representation
of Punjab in the university's governanoce
framework and the Syndicate by replacing
electoral processes with  administrative
nominations was a calculated attempt to
reinforee the Centre's claim to governance
tation and Punjeb's historic stake in FU.

The collective protest has also raised the
frulty federal patterns, chronology and pas-
sive approach of the state government. The
protest is being led by PU students; it should
have been led by the Punjab ChL The govern-
muent chose to concentrate on the "Thrm Taran
elections” instead of addressing this issue.
This protest reaffirms the power of democra-
oy and ratses issues bevond party lines,

. Institutions historically anchored in Pun-
jab's sphere are being restructured into
centrally governed bodies, reducing Pun-
jab's jurisdiction and representational pow-
er in Chandigarh. The political parties have
Iargei:rfaﬂaitﬂuiﬂrm!lhﬁEm
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A calculated attempt was i
| made todilute Punjab’s

The classroom must be
. the centre of student life,
' notthe protest site.
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Letacademics,not
agitation, lead theway

placed one of Indias premier
institutions at & crossroads. As
SOINEQNE who
stands at the inter-
section of two
worlds — research
and teaching — 1
| witness the unrest
¥ not merely as a

— region.

This period is critical for thousands of stu-
and semester exams are approaching. Col-
legeﬁm]nrmmMmmmmdmd
schedules to ensure the smooth conduct of

are the real stakeholders — siu-
dents and teachers — into voidable distress.

Protest, undoubledly, is a democratic
right. Students should raise their voices
when they feel unheard Bul protests
must also be measured, purposeful and
mindful of their ripple effects. What we
are witnessing now eppeirs o be veening
in a direction where the larger academic
community may suffer more than it bene-
fits. The central mission of a university —
education and research — i& being over-

shadowed by institutional tensions and

politicised narratives.

For the administration, particularly the
Vice-Chancellor and senior authorities,
this is a moment demanding maturity and
steadfastness. Decisions should not be
clousded by political pressure or influenced
by transient interests, Political parties will
come and go, each with their agendas, But
Panjab University must remain steadfast
a5 & centre of excellence — mm.u_ﬁmum

or misplaced ideclogies.

The identity of PU has been its academ-

ic strength, cultural ethos and legacy of
ing thinkers and leaders. It must

not be allowed to drift into a space where

external influences dilute its purpose.

A peaceful resolution is not just prefer-
ahle, it is essential. Dialogue, transparency
and sccountahbility must replace confronta-
tatives and faculty must find common
ground that prioritises acadernics, mental
well-being and institutional integrity.

At such & moment, the meda, especially
the digital format, must play the role of the
fourth pillar of democracy with fairmess and
restraint. When a young worman raises her
voice against an authority, the coverage
should be balanced and sensitive to the
long-term implications for her personal and
acadernic life, While a single story can ele-
vate someane, it can also expose them to
seruting beyond their years, In this age of
viral headlines and instant judgments, bal-
ance is not just a virtue; it is a safeguard. A
university campus is a delicate ecogystemn;
public narratives can easily tlt ils harmony.

As someane commitied to research and
teaching, I believe the way forward lies in
restoring harmony. The classroom must
remain the centre of student life, not the
protest site. Our students deserve stahility,
our tepchers dessrve support and our uni-
versity deserves dignity.

Panjab University has weathered many
stormns in its ong history. It can overcome
this ane too — if all stakeholders choose
ydﬂnnmraslw'ttennmf
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A student’s death,
asociety in the dock

TTAKES avillage to raise a child, and between home and
school exists a compact to nurture curiosity, offer steady
ground when the world grows unkind, and safeguard vul-
nerability. The death by suicide of a Class X Delhi student
lays bare the fragility of that promise, “Sorry mummy, agpka
{tni baar dil toda, ab last baar todunga...” The hearthreaking
note left behind by the 16-year-old — a child allegedly worn
down by months of censure and public shaming by teachers
— shows what happens when a young person feels stranded in
the very spaces in which they are meant to be nourished.
Across India, such tragic stories have bacome far oo fraquent.
The Matlonal Crime Records Bureau registered 13,892 student
suicides in 2023, accounting for arcund Bl per cent of the total
deaths by suicide in the country. The numbers have grown by
&5 per cent over a decade. The surge not only outpaces the na-
tional suicide growth rate, itisalso a reflection of the unyielding
academlc stress, growing socio-econamic uncertainty, and the
increasing cultural pressures the young find themselves mired
in — the shrinking space afforded to mistakes and the ever-ex-
panding demands to be perfect or to conform; the inordinare
arnount of social-media exposure and the loneliness and inar-
ticulation of youth in aworld that s estensibly more connected.
The school has placed four members of its academic staff
under suspension. The Delhi government has setupa high-level
probe committee. But the cvcle of blame and retribution fails to
address the deeper challenges. In classrooms and coaching
centres, in family dining rooms and social gatherings, thearchi-
tecture ofyoung people distress is often visible In fragments —
independence tamped down as insouclance, silence mistaken
for sullenness, perfectionism praised until it calcifies into
anxiety. For many adolescents, their interiorworlds are crowded
with apprehensions they struggie to name. While schools and
parentsspeak the language of care, the grammar of everyday life
tells 2 harsher truth. It is this contradiction that now confronts
parents and educators with unprecedented urgency. How does
one build environments where ambition does not eclipse well-
being, where attention extends beyond performance metrics,
where counsallingtruly creares safe spaces for children tospeak
up, to falter without fear, where they are seen for who they are?
The road ahead lies not only in creating systems that recognise
distress early, but in reshaping the cultural impulses that ignore
vulnerability. It is fime for that deeper work to begin. o/
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Global Degrees, Local Campuses

With foreign study turning costlier and riskier, India’s bid to become a global cducation fudy

J  couiring qulificstiom: frm
"% doTeign wniversitaes was omoe
,‘f"'*'_ a luinry oody mrisbocrais anil
o npvalty could afford. Mow it
inn neoesuty for wouth fnom the middle
claspes, czitd.d::.' En STEM stsrsms, 1n
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vy Geranes Coenmision [LIGC)
puddelingy or in Gujerad Tniemationa
Finance Tes-City (L IFT Cityl a con-
imal business dimirict m Akmedabad
The FHEL will offer comses thr H
certificane, dipioiva, degnes, rescaech,
and siher pro = &k The unilergrad-
male posigrasdoaie, docsoml, and poat-
doctoral leveks moa variery of cobgects
and programs. Impeezasdly, 1t was
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Youth in Distress

The Indian vouth has a mental health problem that is growing at an alarming pace. Effective mental

suicide in Dreths over allzged

harassment lrois teackers.

Eirst- shadin kills

|'|.l:|'nﬂ=!III I:-elr ir Many Ilhn.l’l:er Presanm:-
ahly being bealen ap for nol

Marathi In hmin.ﬁilhgm

tupale siery of e young beys who

tookr Lharir Jives om the NE--;urn:d.n:.'

Irs o different ciies 1o the country.
Thie Hindi-Maratia lan o amd
the schioo

the inzorsgible behaviour
femchers are beth condsmnshle. Eot

~ . Iqhku-pnnd.wl‘hi:! and wioi-
THE WRITER risnrmse issoe of mental heakh among
15 AN AUTHOR lha:';mmpr peneration,

AT MEDUA Ur predecrsnrs 1SeTe nol marTs

or .a.'||p-:r]|l.l.l'l'|l£'|5. il IIIE'F Dore were
shardy, Commparachvely, il pou're & par-
ehl, El:lmtu.n or edacator ol you
can't dligsegard the emitianal fraglity of
the poung mid. Cmar older gemeraiions
yeazs, Farnines, drouphis, the

EMTAEFREMELH

wilhs
fresdom ai-l'llggje..aﬂ & bloo pur:'-
(e, Dur firs sErvived sconomic

highs e lows, commnal ricts, anid

Az of 2021 4 he af L al Dfany
sur suidde rate HMﬁIM ds had agly
shades where Wl.'pi'ﬂ'ﬂ] Fﬂl'LI.n'."I.I'ﬂlII[.

was 12.6 per md:uuuamlhumrgmmdmd-
wide ing were i for the coure

cent for every 1 Wit abias grew wp hearing uf experenc-
lakh people; @ isgfirsthand istances of e 1
nota QI'IIEI‘ ing, wa sical and mental terturs;
by mﬁ-jﬁ.gmmln:.- that hrake the
fiumber than the bm;l.i.u“a;didmﬂs of young fudlrnla
global average There ﬁm?ﬂ“&m Ricsridiinag
of 9.2 per cent -Lru.mzu {at caree and batented
s, A tercihle and viridalr 2z e i d

pramied, generations survived the sticks
and stones, words, and humibistiog. A&
Few parve s, Bt st on
#u}'ﬂ#iﬁmrfﬁrwﬁ:‘khﬂ_ﬁﬂ
Fad oi Instant gratification and valids-
tiem, alomg with an cvendnse of sncial
media, Imdian youth are not made of
the stromjuer stuffl of yore. amd their
mental health 15 growing o be

a rabeer af concerm.

Acioss generations. the world Bas
changed, but it fas not gotiem h.nd_'!fi
in fact, s qiibe the opposite, Bullying

The mor nge g ok it e nd b oot ars simpfog i T RIS

ginad Barmsyment wisar sophistcased gach
nw. The digitsl world kas nnleshed
Taceless rralks whi tedy-shame, ohjec-
tifig, or thaw canards Lives are hard,
oihie are Baw, and the coal of living is
I:Eh.ﬂﬂuttndu'hﬂn'-ﬂundhﬂ’:nf
[, unbreathable s, cacophon oo fred-
fic, g the daily Fhgmancle, theve b ol
the glitz, glameur, and apalence of the
rich, beautifal, ared fit, Gullibls minds
ponsume thase sleeles of mocees and
buzild L their prdnids 4 Pﬂrcqﬂiuu of
and : Theess
lifi: gosals iy be pretentios, wreal
ar evin Bk, bt to the Enpressioe-
able mind, they dersote the
:ﬂ}ﬂme of a riumphsant e, Motising
ol realisryg It can apjese thems
any cbatachs: that peies in the way will
rake life seem catatonic,

Fyen il ILfe |52 Bed of roses, i comes
wiih tiarna. The yousger generalion
has g be eguipped o pick thems oal.
And thal requires an enduring dispo-
siBom. Bul pouth today are constamly
garrounded by things thet weaken
rathier thar strengthen them, & ool
Jeagus was palling e e other day thal
'y youngsiers sl dean sl are
mare canscious ahoul rrn-lﬂhll'gm.u'-l
they o, Rerent news stcrses alio poist
tervtards  trend where, iatead of the

pub-lowing, atmet-aleshobc millenni-
als of iy generation, Gen S and Alpha
prafer vegankim and a nicely birmwed
2up of expenaive eoffee. They are living
myre mindflly today than the previ-
oo gerierations, mof only Because ey
winil bo bul alsn becusse thay knms
they Bave no choiee, Previous genese
tiona hawe plundared the plinet, reaped
prodis, end killed the emvircament.
For fupare generations b susisin, the
current ceed bave by pick up the cud-
peks of social and dimate reform. Maone

i the Jo. bt are they
mentallyand emotionally strong? This
(O F3aE M

Cine of the ieading crss of dratk
amnng yeung Indisns bebwoss 15 and
20 vears of age Is suicide. Ag ol 2021,
cur pilcide rale was 106 per cent fof
ewery | lakh peoples & notably higher
prarsber than the global sverage of
93, A5 per mews Fepoata ching nue-
bees ram ihe Natiomal Crime Hecords
ﬂll.l.l.'l'ﬂl-l:ﬂ'l:ﬂ:l. over 13,0600 students
committed suscide alsn in the same
yiar; L0 af which were ransecad
£0 pool periifmance in fxammatioms
Srime expefls are god w Far 2t call
ulcide & healths crisis

health su_t:;tsm at home. educational institules, and workdlaces are @ must Lo stem the tide
Chss X shedent comumits . srool menkal hralth, As h'-'ﬂi..'h:e
are faeced to scoepd s cknowdedge

thit Treantal heah®: tecissnsal, We girke
::.Emu" wmrik-like Bedenice al home
alwork Individoak, wo, e more
fraak about talking alioul ansdery and
depresson mday, Teo Siuds il
el wan L B o busses crying ml
meital bralth, e weonkd hisse heen
called weak pmd wnlit for e job. Fm
ple the world is evolving oo meoog-
mitse ke Important gpect of buman
heakh. But lsnt it also becomitngal wao
oommont flesss] everpond = lul:':ll.rq
from sume fpem of mental f-heakh o
arother. And Tm nol speaking ol the
medically diagresed mental Hnesic
thal require medcal latervention =
povchedngical sapport. | st feel and
thiz can be n unpopular apialon, thal
e are pek hringisg up our youth o be
sesilient. Betwesn wanbng a Uioplan
eeescept of perpeiued stress-free wark
andl calling every single Tezart fhattes &
bigcalamity weare murlusing a genfra-
o Lhat rray be toogh on S gulside
but musky inaide. By ghring o pret
o chatlenges o gercome, by llowing
mindlissa seectal media o poson thelr
punds, by not inirsducin g ihem tn ridi-
by o spiremlicy early en & life o
ran cn, wearr molooddling them, we
are harming them.
¥, b vulnerable, speak candidy
n]'ﬂ.ly@’urln,:ﬂu, brod al Bres e of
it, lex's teach our youth whn of coangs
and Jeresmination, (Eve them Bheoon-
fidence Lo coniplain sbow: ballping, not
siaceumb b i, They must learn Find-
e, Nt just bowarda the person oo the
o but alsa sewards themsehes. The
beain b5 2 mamele that Tt be irained
$a creepcnme hand shigs i bfe "We shall
cvemrcommst, 'k sce shall poss; dear ke
ange feet hain (there i vidtory
of fear) — these Jesuing are as lmpor
fun as {5 e be essriceally vanes-
ahble. D&tmﬂﬁ““hhﬂ::&h;lﬂl
Burighd z who L
m—mw}:lfrfﬁ in Frvot af ey fo fall
ik, [=em, unlearn — fefd il E=par:

1t's o postive de nr that tantly, i thrive, ™ r
mir people today are spa ingogenly Virws expressesd ane permna
o .- . _J +|
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19 e anid-1950%, Or Radhe Krishinan was
einenging on the pelicical Rnmament and was
arTen 2pught after. Tho=e wore the days whan
iy a=soniatiiin with a British undvensity, noee
spidically Cambridie, Quford arLondon, was
A apecidl background for making a carser
im Indda

The pamem changed In thy decades ra Cons,
e allune oF foreign affilistico renssdned high
in e Indian comploymaenr markes and, ndeaed,
in the Indian psyche.

Lardan, Cambridge, Osiond 2nd more did not
enactly go away, but theme emerged an the
seeng, alongede insrurkons like Bostan, Yake
Harvard and more. This showed in the employ-
Mg NE MLaTeT. A degree of placement fram these
tnsfrugians was @ high recommandation foe
coiglowimant in L Toe Flanning Commisdan
WS 3 Pamiciar lavausice for the infuential wigh
this kackgniund @ redsm o India, Caneers were
made thede, and pronyinenod was assured.

The Cavermement gogh at cheCerral layvel anin
at tha Srare bevel, kept ohee slogan of Indianness
alive, tar their ability to cameert i inta & dignl-
fied employment padern wad missing. Adagnie
froem. say, ‘Wiiain Unbversity” and the Be may
hiave had & lar af worth, bud it vwaE nol re e
ed inthe emglayment msarked. indlanness was
a slogan, nat the prime aiiradian lof targers
Thes vesd true &l the graduatan level ar the post

graduate level, and cerakly 2t the Phi lesel
This 1300 ol Image and padang Was rellected n
many poleiscal siaienbends bur never fownd Jis
vy Ind the employment market This was
ualarienade lor the groweh of the Indian sdu
LAl SyELem.

1045 Lnee 1hat in rhe sisties, many wieful and
wi e hale Cengral unsversilies ernedged, a5 did
the 0T, IMs and nicre, However, the malalse
Feiiiaimed. Stadeids gradading lrom T5 o ik
a ceridicacion lrom the HMS alse sought their
rcareers abroad andd were hardly sitrgoied taihe
kndian maskel

renee, the suanon gmerged wihie aben
wwar deaweiy 1o Fs and 11Hs a5 well as dissin-
gisrehed Cenral uisersioes, Dl graduating froem
dheie did 01 Pies il senas sl enian lor staging
Wi, This was papailarky condgmned
a5 “orakn oAl L otbiling apeniklonal was
ehlecimvely déing, There wae a semse of slalus
deprivanion lor indian degree haldens. Chearly,
vhis dligd nai bode weell fon ikaleon-Duslding. The
Nasws were obvious and marny, Sesree of thenm
werewell .uru,!.:nu.-:-d Erid sl dlied djsin
[ sEracively, i an indian sesdyis et jora P
ol a b, i chosge ol lapc '.L'-n_IJI'IL'IIHIIII-'Il
bry v specealizanion ol s superdses dnd i
respurces avadabie m flar bnslilgirioae ol liks
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The battle for Indianness in education

What began in the 19505 as a quiet preference for British affiliations soon evolved into a desp-rooted belief that true
academic excellence lay in the West. This shaped not just careers, but mindsets, policies, and even politics

ETULENTS
GRADUATING
FROM 11Ts OR
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clholce, Thils did nod ledp the giiwtch af an
Indisn-ariented [T ar IM colentatian This sie-
ualhon perssied through the seveniEes and the
elghties. A few peaple tried o fag chis
puolem, ol even an indian-oriented polii
al 'i{':rlrn:hlp was upable o reverse oy
el 10 fach, the inleeEnal members of fho
SYEDETT, |0 A my WS, relnsoroed Ioby S.EI'III.I.I'IH
thiesin weards abrod far education and employ-
e, Tlvey coubd dobils neore Freely because
ey ware mflueniial in the Indian SYLE, &N
the nossindian universities from prestigious
leaiming cencres of (e 'West kbew howw o
develop retationships with Chem. They saw il
as an apporunity 10 create a relationship af
ciligatiaiy with an inluenial class of indian
declslon-makers.

VNTEE |5 53800 0 D0AE VR 5§ THE SEC et
ared 50 nheaious thad it would bebke
misshrg Huewriing om the wall Yer,

a3 stated, nuthing was dors. Thene ~r Syl
were nianey heories progected 1o E_,"_‘,E (p oneer

b Meescondr 5o PRD wark and other shudiss The
language barmrierthere was sirong, 2nd 2eéing
o Thee LIS wias an essier option than goeng (o
Mascow |wheoe bearning Russian would b2 a
prerecuisie). All put fogether, fhe opians dd
nat really emerge, and the pull Facear of
Epglish-oriented education, Rest in the Uk and
then in the LS, cantinued g rgle the pooss. &
Sl daes. A fow atemprs wene made (oset e
Insmlcuticas 'with a partkoular bias, suck ag |4l
bt the sxpetiment preduced mixed resuf
andl later revealed s own biases,

Al ok, the mdian sysoem of edwca ban veent
by defauly, and the lethal blows delivers!
duwiimg easky Bricish rube and codonial donik
namce CanEnued - o BMF-E Imdian pq;b!:-l!h:“i
Inglian educaton and thereloee Irickim weriling

to @ very large extent. It is infer

BFINE [0 nobe rhal succassiie

—— edration policies announddd

by £he Central Govermment dd
lirtke beyond thetaric o el

engilali thiz, bt wiilke tese teo- T gE YTy meaningul change.

mes may explaln anil anisEnben,
thwey dicd et al e 1bve trend or s
efiect Gracually, e ressstanca, B any, oo tis
Wesiemenriented learmang camee from a poli-
feal coberie wivich wias eoemtialy annidesr This
15 b refeerioe 10 e lodien Lell pasties, such
s thi Comsnist Marky, the Commuenist Pary
ol Tl o ORss D, coal saisan sl -gad e oied
| pardes, such a3 |IH.'F|'.||.1 Sacialist ity
and the Sanvyukl Socialist Paity, &t al

Tl Dl e pgiroeees ol Lalu i feidatice Licked
ihe range angl depily o seg up univeesivies in
inclia b a pamicullar s arcorvecian al an
s, b Ll commsiist waiateans of pop-
AESE i lbers ehicnad i BHELE divaeee doidaveecd sl
Latlg e Thaey snainea] seedling =omie of e
Lt sy spuslowins s el b vange al iialliidisgg

[} 0 00O g

Thee Imdsm education syl
TeCh as it wias, did noc receve 1y
SETOWS Instiutonal suppee or place in e
ermployment marker. ndian degrees such a8
Salsityscharya of Teenh had bt drsiw in i
dimEstic sdusmban marker angd the pooid
L gmpbaymenr remaencd ried o dagre:
st s Bachelor ol Arts, Maseey g s, Magsd
ol schenre and ehee like, This kadk ol cuspls
with i Inddan eniployment markes had ¢
IS0 MLt any e Bn:l““lh o it
education,

T Lasr few years have SEET an arrempL il
e iR irends, but the rosilts have 75
Lo i Persistenoe and IIF-'iEI.IEr.lan'n'ill'
charity al thought wit perhaps shaw [

way lonward. H {_

limlim i iman FeA e
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Shaping India’s next generation of innovators

MEENAL
MAJUMDER

2\ OPINION
THE PIONEER

In Sicraber this pear, five adents from modest govem:
el schoces packed their bags and boarded a Nght to
Fanama City. They wiere on thesr way to represent India
2t the FIRST Glohad Challenge — an internaticnal rebat:
ics competition feamring teams from 153 ceuntres. Thair
jowrney began far from global atbention, n 2 gmall and
often cverlooked Atal Tinkering Lab on their
school CAmpus,

Thaese age niot the siudents who ipicaily find H'r:m&!-lm
on ghabal STEM stages. For Gaunesh, the team's e pr-
grammer, the lah epened a doansay ba a lorg-sranding
faseinatien with machins iagic. Foer Ningar|, raised by a
single mathes working in housskeEpang, it officred pos-

sibdlities that cnes seemed diaal A decade ago, swch a
sbory weaulkd hatve been diffioult to imagine. Their achisve-
ment is Bbout muech more than competition resule. it
reflects what can happen when potential meets copor-
mnigy-and it ralses an urgent question: how many susch
Ataries can Indis cragie?

Why Tinkering Matters
Tinksring labs offer someiing mos Indian classooams
ik the freedom o explors, experiment, and 1 safely,
With robortics ks, ricrocontroliers, 30 pingers, hand ook,
and guided instruction, these spaces encourage ingu
driven, hands-on leaming, Siudents Eam o solve real
lems, tollaborate, iverate, and apply theory to practice
The e shudemts who competed in Panama spent
moniis afer schoalofien kb o e evening-teaching
themealyes ooding, aleciromics, and machanical dul,grt
Mentoes from the Amazen Fufure Enginessr Makerspace,
run iy The i ovation Eh:r:.l.:up-||:-urted them troughcet.
iithin six manths, the team ballt a functional, compe-
tion-ready robat destgned o help ather robams nevigate
ohskacles — p [COAE meapsar lor wisst B supportive
erosystem can unbock. More impertantly, the experience
reshapesd o they save themeehves: e lab did not merely
teach fohatics; [tRught them o think like mnovators. Iefa
has islends of excelienod In STEM-ALR Tinkering Labs,

puivale tamgpetitions, and nanprofic maker inidstves b
these remain fregmensed. Over 30,000 Tinkering Labs now
reach arcund 10 millian Studenss, yetwich mare thes 15
malkon sivaols, sooess i sl uneven, especially in gov
ermiment and rural institutions. This gag represenis a ks
oppartunity. A3 India moves towards a prajected 57 10
Hen econcey Ly 2030, Innoust on cagaciyrwil dememing
P much growth can be dnlocked — and wha pertld
pates i [t Tinkeaing is aften treated 35 an add-on, mire
ta compRtitlong o cne-off progects, bt impam memain
shallow when leaming Is episodc. To muy uinuae
probiemm-2obvers, dndering must shif frem a project oa
Cofe learning approach. This means imegrating handseo
inaking Info the rimetabie, rraining teactsers for irguits
linicing laks 1o ovsl chalenges, ensuring angaing mar-
rarship, arsd buitding industry sxpesure, In shart, ciaker
Ing maust evalve from programme o pedagogy. Indias
Nelsre innovators will emesge when schooks credis
Space forouriosity and encourase shadanes o becams oe
SLors, Nt Merely corsumiers, The ient msts, now i
MMt I'rlall:{h i Innicvatan depssnds not aniy on cooki
=udunts’ hands but on the belief placed In hair polen
miat Ievdia’s innavarars of bmor o will e merge by desiin
— il the: nation chavses to desizn thar Aiture todsy o 3

[ Thet vriter is {98 Foundes B THE Incoariin Siary
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Y states, 3 tragediés

Schools are failing children

! Y HE suicidesofa 16-year-old boy in Delhi and

a nine-year-old girl in Jaipur lay bare a dis-

turbing reality: India’s schools, meant to

nurture and protect, are increasingly turning
~A%-. Into spaces where cruelty, neglect and
unchecked authority can destroy young lives. These
tragedies are not aberrations; they are symptoms of a
failing system,

—  InDelhi, the teenager who leapt from a Metro station
left behind a heart-breaking note describing humilia-
tion at the hands of his teachers, His parents allege sus-
tained harassment — scolding for trivial issues, threats
of expulsion and mocking in front of peers, The FIR out-
lines how even after he confided suicidal thoughtsto a
counsellor, the school neither informed his parents nor
intervened. When a child signals distress, indifference
becomes a form of violence, In J aipur, the CBSE’s
probe into the death of the nine-year-old shoolgirl is an
indictment of institutional apathy. For 18 months she
endured bullying, On the day she died., she approached
her class teacher five times in 45 minutes, visibly dis-
tressed by obscene content written by classmates. The
teacher dismissed her pleas, shouted at her and offered
no support. Hours later, the child walked to the fourth
floor and ended her life, The school even allegedly
washed the death spot, compromising forensic analysis.
These are not lapses; these are violations of duity of care.
And then comes the horror from Vasai in Maharashtra,
A 13-year-old girl was forced to perform 100 sit-ups with
her schoolbag for arriving late, despite reportedly being
anaemic. She collapsed soon after and died. The teacher
has been arrested for culpable homicide.

Three children. Three states, One broken system,
Enforceable school-safety laws, mandatory reporting of
emotional distress, trained counsellors, anti-bullying
systems and real penalties for both emotional and phys-
ical abuse are urgently needed. No child should face
such tragicends. -\ %
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Design
for the future

Diesigner-tducator Sandy Speicher explains
why design thinking is an cfective fxo 1o promaole
prmabt-sectoral learning across disciplines
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Scientific nationalism: Reuniting
science, culture, and conscience

&

A

. ASHVATHAMAN

science and natienalism are often created as
different realms-cne devoted to unlversal
truth, the other to collective identity. But in
India’s clvilisation, they were never separate,
The pursuit of Knowledge was
always linked to the service of the
nation and the uplifimvent of human-
ity. From ancient astronomers to
madern Innovaters, our rhinkers
saw mo contradiction betwesn deve.
tian and discovery,

scientfic Matlonalism is the rediscovery of
thar balance. it calls for the reunion of inel
bect and inkbegrity, innovation and identity. dis-
covery amd dharma. It reminds us thac
science becomes meaningful enly when
guided by conscience, and that nationalism
hecames transformative anly when empow-
ered by knowledge.

The Civilisational Context

India has afways viewed science as §aored.
The Viedas described the universe as Vijnana-
structured intelligence guided by order.
Aryabhata's astronomy, Charaka's medicine,
and Susruta’s surgery were all acts of inguiry
rooted In humility. Knowledge was not
pursued far dominance over nature, but fof
harmaony with ir.

When Dr AP| Abdul Kalam spoke of trans-
forming India Into a developed nation
through science and technelogy, he did nog
seéparate innovation from ethics. His labora-
tofles were spaces of national service, whers
rockets and satellites became symbals of col-
lective aspiration. :

That spirit defines Seientific Nationalism-
the Convicrion that the advancement of
knowledge must strengthen the nation and
uplift humanity,

The Philosophy

The foundation for this idea lies in Pandit
Deendayal Upadhyaya's Integral Humanism,
which envisioned balanced growth of body,
mind, heart, and soul

* The body stands For material and techno-
logical progress,

* The mind for intellectual inguiry,

The Pioneer

® Tha heart for cultural roatedness, and

# The soul for spiritual and moral direction,
& When these four dimensions work in
harmony, sclence becones humane, and
natignalism becomes enfightened. Prograss
without morality leads ro acragance; patrio:
tism withous knowledge leads to stagnation.
Scientfic Mationalism harmonises hath

Science with Conscience

Modern technobogy gives humanity iImmense
posver, But withaut conscience, it risks dehu
manisation. Arcificial Intelligence can
empower or explioi; Botechnalogy can heal
or harm, The maral compass that guides these
forces determines their impacr.

Scientiflc Natiomalism insists
thar the Indian approach to
science must bo value-based, it
does not seek o copy global
madels but to enrich them with
civilisarional wisdom. In Bharats
worldview, knowledge divorced from erhics
is Ignarance in disguise, Troe progress 15 thai
which enhances life. nor that which endan-
gers it

The Need for Cultural Confidence

Foreenturies, India's scientific contribution
was undervalued duee to colonial nariatives
thar separated science from spirituality. Yer,
history records that Indian civilisation has
always been sclentific-not In imitation of
orhers, but through its own method of obser-
vation, reasoning, and reflection.

Today, a5 India rises in space, nuclear, and
digital technologies, we must 2150 rise in cul-
turall confidence. When a student rades in
Tamil, whﬂ_'l B sCientist researches in Hindi,
ot when an innovator designs for rural India,
science becomes part of our living culture. 1t
ceases 1o be foreign and becomes familial

Education for a Self-Reliant Bharat

Scientific Nationalism calls for an education
sysrem that teaches not only how to think, but
also why to think. The National Education
Policy {NEP 20720) I a vital step towards thar
goal. It encourages learning in mother
tongues, multidisciptinary education, and
ethical reasoning-principles that bridge the
divide between intellect and identity.

When a student in a small town learns
robotics in their native language, they are not
just acquiring techinical skill-they are inher-
iring a crvilisational legacy. They become part
of a tradition that sees knowledge as service,
not status.

From Laboratories to National
Mission

Every innovation thal serves the natien
from Chandrayaamn to Digital Indig-embodies
Scleneific Mationallsm in pracrice. |SRO's mis
siony, indigenows vaccine development, and
the semiconductor drive all show thar India's
path o sell-reliance lies not in isolation, bat
in rooted innovation.

For Bharat, the laboratory is & temple and
innovation a lanm el woarship-becawse knowl-
adpe that senves people is sacred.

The scientist and the soldier senve the same
mother-ong by delending her borders, the
ather by expanding her horlzons,

The Way Forward

To embed Scientific Matlonalism into
national consciousness, three kay steps are
negded
® |ntegrate ethics info science education.
Every engineering, medical, and research pro
gramme miusl teach the moral implications
of innovation.

# Framote reglonal-language reésearch.
Translating core scientific materials intg
Indian languages will democrarise knowledse
and bridze the urban-rural divide.

® Link research with secial reform, Encourage
icientists to focus on natlonal challepzes
water, energy, healthcare, and agriculture-
where technology directly uplifts socie iy,

ACIenCce must no longer remain the privi-
lege of a few; it must become the power of
the many,

The Moral Compass of the Future

aCientific Natlonalism is not hostility cowards
the world; it is humility before our own pozen-
tial. It invites the global community 1o see
SCience not as a race, but as a relationship-
4 collzboratlon between intelligence and
compassion. Dr Katam once sald, "Dreams age
mot what you see in sleep; they are those that
keep you awake” Scientific Nationalism is that
wakeful dream-of a Bharat that Cregtes
innovates, and leads with moral <ore ngth '
* Science gives us power. '
& Culture gives us direction,

@ Conscience gives us purpose,

When these three unite, Bharat will not
mereiy lollow the global race for Progress.il
will lead It with wisdem and huma micy

scientific Nationalism is not a slogan, it s
8 fenaissance — a reawakening of india’s time.
less spirit through the instrumenis of
moderm sciéfice, g '
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T, ondld Trumps procama-

w4 thonin Septemberto impase |

" a g lakh enery fie on each
new- non-nmigrant high-
ghilled warter (HAB wisa

holder] was pifched o protect Ameri- :

cast jabez, Bt thedita tell o different sbo
ry Far from thes 115 laboe
urmariet, the fee theemtens to increase
rcogts for American employers, weaken
115 competitiveness in technology and
healtheame, and Feeen aiteng — et
lytheoppositeof itsstated aim

iz Trump realised this, and safte-
ned hiszanee? Inan interviswwith Fox
Mews earller this month, he said: "o
also do bene 4o bring in @leot” When
e heest said the US has planty of telken-
ted people, replied. “Ma, you
diot't. . You don't hie certain taknis,
ane] peeopie Fuve bo Jearn Tramp's ha-
GA-America First base is not happy
writh tds furnaroand.
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$1lakh H-1B fee isn't protection, but a regulatory sledgehammer that will hurt Americans

America’s GetNeeds Talent

<ELF-DESTRUET

—rr

Wespan of mass destruction

around §L25 lalth, with an awerape of
$135 lakll. Further, B% of approved
HIB beneficiaries arned B master's
degree ar higher, indicating that H-1H
¥isa hobders are highly peliss:
sionals sought b the 18 and olher oo
untries. By slappinga six-figure fieon
each al thiss hires, the U5 essentislly
burdens its most inmovation-deiven

firmswith 8 “talent tax'.
Ingerestingly, in FY25, only thoee Indi-
antrsed companies — TCS, LTTMind-
trer pud HCL America — appesms)
armomig the op 25 ernpleyers with appro-
el FLIR peditioms for indtial

B Wk o TR
s Arcording to 8 Mo
%mmum;mm- H-18 hires with a

emgloyment (pew hives), In
FY23, the top seven Indian-
sl companies had ondy

dation for Amesean Pedicy
(MFAPY meport, 'HIB Peb-
tions and Denial Rates in
Ffaes anch as
Amazon, Mol Platooms,
Microsoft and Google wem
top HAB sponsors in FYES
[468; 1565 1,854; anid L0SD approe =
valsrespectively), Thesearecom-
panies thut also invest heavily in
Aland other advanoed fields,
Thess arenod labour hires,
as has been claimed by palicy 1
rmakers. NFEAF's mport nofez a B
median salary {In FY2%) fora.
H-1B prefessionals in compa-
terrolated occcupations of

master's degree
or higher, the Us
burdens its mast
Innovation-driven
firms with a
“talent tax'

4573 FHE peti
o e b ey
adrepaf 7% from FY15and
274 fewer than in FYaL

ticnale rests on prodecting
American workers becan-
s of rlsing unemployment in

B tech. But NFAF finds the apposite:
imemplayrment

In ecempuiter and
mathemadical occupations decll-
el Froem 4% 10309 betwisen Au-
ust 204 and August 2025, In archi-

testure wnd engineering, Ut fell from

LT% In14%,
Large US firms nesd
to rely on Infetnational

tnlant, and NFAF analysis found that
0% el full-dime graduabe stadents st
U5 universities in zelected Alrelatad
ficids are international stodends. Reta-
ining them in the US after gradustion
15 eszential to U5 leadership in AT ac-
coeding o a congmessioosd com-
ission, Afetime when the e #5
US is racing Ching in AT £
cload and robobies, ral- -
slng the bundle for these | ;
critical hires makes nof§ 'Y
sirabagic sense. by
Ope of the mest andep ==
errphasieed impasts of the enbey fee i
un the bealthcane secbor, whem Immid-
grant professborsals play o central robe
NFAP in anather Movember 2025
port, "The Confributions of Foreign-
Born Workers o 113 Health Care’, po
ints pai that nearly 19% of healthcare
workers in the U5 are fomeign born
That includes physicians, nurses,
pharmecists amd home health aides.
O of the frat lowgwils agaimes the
§11akh feecame from Global Burse For-
o, B California-based stafling compan
ﬂlﬁhﬂph‘u:udmm’emmuw“f
at v 176 bospiials worldwide. It subs
mitted in court Alings tat the sbfigy-
e fee Wil immedatedy halt itternatio
nal mirse recriibment, Brce it to shgt
dﬂlfuﬁmmmaﬂdm:-u hi-
spital stafing shortagpes — particularly
harming ICUTs emersency rooms amd

surgical units, with outsized Impacts
snrural snd inner¢y communities.

A1 lakth feemeans haspltals, marsing
homes, homesar: agencies and medical
research firms will Baee sharply higher
et for evetry foredgn-trined specialist
or purse thieyl oiberarise sponsot That
gt —efther ahsorbed or passed on—ul-
tirsately raises premiums, owers staf-
fing kevids, and undermines access bo G-
e for ordinary Americans.

Whils wel-known compamning grmer
e it atfenition, contrary o pogular
perception, this isn' fist a fiee on mega
giants. In Fe2s, 3277 1S emaloyers pe-
Ligsames] fior H1Bs @% hired -I.‘aﬂl}' one
porson. Cher half of all new applics
tioms went to employers with 15 or fewer
approvals Theseaes unbversithes hospl-
tals, regional tech frms and manufacts-
ring plants—not just hisnames.

ring? Exidence from ithe H-B Pro-

7o of full-time graduate

studenis 3t US unhversitles
¥ in selected Al-related flelds
o Bra infernational siudents.

-Z"g.-._";_""'- Retalning them in the US
~HEEC! after graduation Is essential

to US leadership n Al
gram’, showing that when U firms are
denied H-ABs, they often move jobs
abroad. ‘For most global multirational
oompanies, this is at almosk m 12 rate:
1ol i an impartant
unintended consequence o immigra-
bom restrictions: the movement of jobs
and tadent abeaad, with reajor implica-
g for TS competitiveness, 1t stalps.
NEAF reminds us that the anmpal
HAB cap of 85000 represents only
0:05% of the USInbour force, a rate that
hesn't kept pace with the rise of & tril-
lioneollar digital econcmy The £
Iskh H-1B fee isn't a profective device
for American workers, [t's 8 regulato-
vy sledgehammer that risks hurting
American citizans. Tramp's right to
have second thouglits abont 8
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The Del blast
cose underscores
a deeper crisis;
brillicnt minds
withaut emational
grounding are
vulnerable to
hate, proving that
true education
must incude
empathy and
humane vales

with pride shout
scaring seudents, cons
petitive examination mppess,
celebrwie amicliect, analytical
power, and career guces, Bt
It celebraiton, we b o
overlnok something fr mane
Gandarmeral: educaticn of
the bheart, Trie ediscati on is
nost ey whout sharpen-
ing the bezan; # i abaiil sasr-
tuTipg, compasgian, empuiby,
emotional  anders
arid 2 menme &l confisctEan
with sociery, Without these
sofier; derper values, sven the
brightest mands can becoane
rable I dangeraus lde-
irs. The recess terrer bl
in i which saveral well-
edocaled medical profrimals
were arreshed, iz 3 disturbing
reminder of this gap
A DMsconnect
Behind Degrees
For decedes, policymuke.
ata hive believed that educa-
Hicm acis as @ shield against
madicalizaton. The asmamp-
Hiom has b2en slenple: a per-
e o o
g, an sio §-
pecis s e ikedy to be midial
Hiomeever, the Dielhi blast cass
his exposed the cracks m this
helief. [nvestigatices
thet the terror cdl behind
the aftuck s nod made ap
solely of tileged or
disaffecsed Tnstead, it
inchadicd doctors amd atker
wwmﬁ dman;:r_m
0
i 5 scadiemnbc I:ﬁ-ﬁﬂ;i
had of musdical
cafian hﬂ thre, and who
were entrusted with saving
lives. Fill, they became Esdtna-
mefis of
Their bectinical gulifica-
tiea could mat shop mdicl
gation beecause radicalisstion
dioes nol operate at the leved
of the bralm alore. 1t erders
thaaugh emedi oes—huct,
gricvance, atisation, |deo-
iry confusiom, e the pull of
Il;ﬁ:]ngml lipa Cheaed Broup: In

0 poble debates an adu-
Iuﬂ.nn. we aften speak

Missing Lessons in Our Classrooms

Without compassion, connection, and moral grounding, even educated indfviduals become IJ!-I'EEET:RME
to extremist narratives. India must rebuild an education system that shapes hearts as much as minds

irnmbemch, sty wre o ughe how o handie arages baa b e tsnerad s theny paln r b e dfa o

theives in spaces whete eifii-
thy, reflectim, ased social
r sibility are weak. A
m; it ligemt sk et

Lﬂl:.hﬂl‘d aredtividisal Is,
in fact. easier o manipolle 4
sharp brain witheu s crempas.
slonabe hrml“:'brmrrl-l:t i tonl
u.utl.:-l.ﬁrgu

Eadicalisatinn hegies sub:
thp=—nften with a e of dis-
comeect., A poang perad may
fizel lgniored by socrty; under-
waloed, or :mmplilzljnd-
They pErcEive ar
mu;inlﬁ'lﬂfﬁﬂm with oo
emulions supper o prooss
theres. Into this pepchalog
yacwram ﬁ a—
packaged deverly, targeting
mm".lwlm te,

sl Prevents & young

mmind froem dowm this
path is not jus dge,
Bul comneclian: connaction
with family, connestion with
comsanity, connedtos with
rationad ity and connec-
tion -.».-i'd'numl'u.muni'rldm wubosi
acmss relighone. Compasson
and ampathy ect as shiekls.
They creaie a morad hesitation
'b-dl‘aﬁ: violenos. They enoous-
age the young peson fo que-
Lz hatefol narralives. ?l:n:.-
culthvale on insfinilive Tesc-

uhan of anytidng that basma
noocenii Ees

I echools acmas Indo,
children are ofien Baght
e, midles, mred
toartcal dates, Bidk sy ane aol
taght how in hamalle anger,
how o undersland alkerd’
paln, or how b bridge dilfes-
enwces. Teachers, prissed for

Mabug completian, rrely

?m the time 1o focas ce
esnotianal Flemcy Parenis,
mrtwh&n'ﬂll_:riﬂﬂ'wlﬂ#ﬂ.
prlosizise achigvement aver
charaiter, The peeslt & seedict-
eble we produis melivadaals
wio Joow how ke Think, bt
mol hiow 1o feel
The Delbki Blasd Cade: A
Warning Society Camnal
Ignure

The irvachee maent of madi-
ral prufeisionals in the peeent
terror Mbast must be viewsd
in this lasger conlext, Doe-
tors repaesent ane of the
st trusted end emotion-

ally demandig professions.
Thelr very callitsg 15 b
O ETp » palienice, and

respect for the ety of
life. Weq, che fact that a groug
ol thesn oold allegediy parf-
licipate i & terrar operation

expeniey the depth of their

esitional disoormect

Here were lrdbricuals
ained In ROALOEIT, BATReTT
and healleg,~tmi wntramned
in compassion far oci-
ety. ‘Thelr white conte and
degrees did not shiald them
feeen narmatives of bagred,
Their education ecaipgesl
thelr minds, but et their
hears wnanensdad, The Lrus

of svery mhigen—
Hinduksen, 1slam, Choastian-
Ity Sdkchism, Boddhism—i
pooied in compaiion, meErcy,
und noeeviolencs, Wa serip-
rure permidts the killing of
irmnecents Yet, wwhen inter-
thremgh an extrermis!
relginue varss aw dis-
ported inbe wespons, Only a
motally edacaied heart can
mecogrise this distortion and
T et L.

In thds case, the profes-
aigmals iEvalved are bellaved
1o have been nfluenced
by mxtremnisl id:l'rl:!:r that
chimned 1o Be religious but
winlated the wery exsence of
fusth. This disconmection
from the true of religion
Wi passible because thay
hﬂ:td.ripnu.n.dlui En ampa-
ks ellictEan, and humane
valises, In shart. their ema-

Honal edusazion wal EsEnE.
Wit Must Champe Maw
Tmclin - st urgenily
rethink b5 edncaticoal pri-
orifes. Moral sdusathin ca
oot b2 @ one-pariod-a-week
rihaal Commpassicn cinot
be owssarced b BLE0L
Emsaticnal teracy cannar
e Jeft to chance, We naast
[ arw) valised il
g,nul l

not mibe sasing,
b Ted must b frained 0
emotional disteea

and
b Universiies must creabs

yaloes, ol o
wchiesements

] Insbmtions mmeosi
msise  CompasHon.
the mee essence of every

lmi society Ieaches
children to care, o gaeston
hage, aped bo value life, radical-
{sation has no space b grow:
Thse Cethd hlast omes |5 mot jnst
a smcuriby isroe: 7 i & sociesal

alarm It tells us thar we
s edacaton
withy degrees and marks Eda-

cation must prodisce lwsoran
beings wha are ematicnally
balamiced, encenlly respoeas-
ke, and spisibaally grovmded.
A sodiely hecames: trgals
nok becaisse hraing became
'5]|-|IIPH- huf because bt
becoane harder. If India
traly wants bo counter radi-
oo, 31 oSt et Rl
oauly in imtelligence agencic
ansl counberterror operi-
ticos, but In sansething fr
mane powerful — e sme-
lonal education al ks cha-
-d.l:llrl.lﬂi]ruulh Wihen hearks
are educated, mirals cannod
hE.I'I:IkH.H. 'ﬂhl_lnmp it
stroeg, hatred finds ne place
o hicle, And wien campas-
wion becomes the come of
education, the path ko peace
beoomas o earer, stronjer.

lasting,.
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Why life skills should be
essential in today’s education

RITU
JAWA

The educational landscape i3 constantly evolw-
ing, and the emphasis is gradually shifting from
conventional academic skills to encompass
broader student development, Leading educa-
tors increasingly assert that tife skills are not
optional but integral parts of the curriculum.
Creativity, problem-solving, emotional resflience,
and effective communication are just a few of
the qualities that should be at the heart of
an education that prepares students not only
for tests but for all that life demands of them In
the future,

The focus of educational structures has pre-
dominantly been on cognitive knowledge,
which is important, but practical and social skills-
essential for success In life-have often been min-
imised. Students today face an incredibly
complex array of challenges, including mental
health pressures, rapid technological advances,
and intricate social dynamics. Teaching life skills
in the curriculum equips students ta face these
challenges with confidence, adaptablility,
and maturiny.

Education that emphasises life
skills is crucial For developing creativ-
ity and a growth mindset, both of
which are esgential for personal and
academic success, When students tap
into their creativity, they are more likely
develop Innovative solutions to problems
rather than relying solely on memaorlsaton.
Likewise, a growth mindser enables students to
believe that anyone can improve thelr skills and
capabilities through hard work and persis-
tence, Together, these attributes foster resilience
and lifelong learning, Instilling the understand-
Ing that failure or sethacks are opportunities (o
learn and grow.

It is equally important te pricritise emotion-
al intelligence within life skills education.
Awareness of emotions, the ability o manage
and regulate them, and the capacity to express
theem appropriately form the foundation of pos-
itive mental healch and healthy interpersonal
refationships.

Research indicates that students who engage
in life skills-based education demonstrate
enhanced coping abilities, higher self-esteem,
and lower anxiety and stress levels than their
peers, This holistic development benefits stu-
dents individually while collectively creating a
warm and harmonious learning environment
Critical thinking, decision-making, and comms-

E]:]l'. Qiunrtr

nication skills are also vital In today's rapidly
changing society, These skills empower students
to analyse information critically, make evidence-
based decisions, and clearly articulate their
ideas-capabilities that are valuable in bath
higher education and the modern workforce.
Research showes that investmenits in social and
emaotional leaming vield significant long-term
returns, both academically and professionally.

Life skills education is not only intended for
personal benefit but also con-
tributes (o addressing broader
societal challenges. Schools that
cultivate self-awareness, empathy,
and social responsibility help create
communities that value inclusion and actively
tackle social issues. Teamwork, confict resolu-
tion, and respect for diversity are essential skills
for fostering productive and peaceful
soCieties,

Ultimately, life skills form a critical bridge
between creativity and mindset. They provide
students not only with knowledge but also with
the wisdom, resilience, and empathy needed to
navigate future challenges. Life skills should be
embedded in the curriculum to develop fexi-
ble, confident students capable of contributing
meaningfully to society. Educational leaders
emphasise that the mission ofschooling extends
beyond the transmission of knowledge to nur-
turing well-rounded, capable, and compas-
sionate citizens, Life skills He at the heart of this
mission and must be pricritsed within every
education system.

—_——— -
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STUDY ABROAD

Alan Blinder on the Trump effect on international student numbers across US colleges

Amerlcan Dream

hie Trump adminis-
tration has explic-
ithy sought to curb
the enrolment of
college ziudents
fram abroad, and
s broader quest 1o remale the
American higher education sys.
tom has unnerved prospective

1n a recent report, the Insti-
tude o Internatonal Edocation
said that the overall number
of international stadents on
American campuses — inelod.
ing stedents who started in prior
vears — wins nearly stepdy, de-

clining aboat 1 per cont from the - |

last academic year. Although
imformation aboat Internation-
gl studenis can be murky and
caveat-laden, the slight change
roughly aligns with separute [15
Department of Homeland Secu-
ity data about studerits on visas,

But the downturn in new
enrolments suggesis that the
United States could see steeper
decnmases in the coming years,
gs current students finish their
stadies or leave thelr campuses
for other reasons.
pari of a project backed by foder-
al money was somewhat IErTow,

together statistics from
less than & guarter of the na-
tion's degree-granting colleges
and universities. But it inciud-
&l schools that oflen account
for large international student
counis, and it is seen by officials
in higher education as an lnpar
tant snapshot of enrolmsent.

The instibote E’.E. &mt
of the approximsate -
tions that provided data report-
ed decrease in new enrolments
from abroad. Amid months of

administration wranghng

Tramp

_sver immigration policy, nearly
all of {hoss achonls said that con-
cerns aboutl obtalning student
wisaes ot bated &0 falling enanl-
ments, and more than two-thirds
podiited fo fraved mesfrichions,

GROUMND ZERD: In May 2025, the U5 Department of Homeland Securlty revoked Harvard
University's certification to host infernathonsl stidents

Tle survey found a rse in
new undergradunte students,
reflecting a rebound from pan-
demie-era declines, but a 12 per
cent decrease among new grad-
nate studants, (The majority of
imternational students in the U8
are gradisbe shadents )

Although the data from this
fall wasz stark, it waz alon an ax-
tension of 8 trend from last year,

I the fall of M4,
to the report, American achools
reparted a 7 per cent decline in
new international enrelmonts.
The nation's 1.2 million inter-
natlonal students are still a key
popailation for unlversities, ac-
oo ting for roughly & per cent
of total enrolments. India and
China, the world's fwo most

populous countries, logether

Bang. Bang. Bust
= May, 2025: LS ambassiag

ansund tha warld asked o stop

gy’
Mambears of the board

1had overseas tha Fubirighl
| Progewm, which faciltates
Source: LIS Dapermant of Stale wabsis and mivs naports

ntarnaional shudent
exchanges, resign
m Aupgusi: LIS Stais

ruila by [t dheair Study pesiod

ir e LIS

m October: Puts out

plan to cag internaticnal
ghudents at 15

pir caiyl par compus, with nd

mcind thisn 5 per cant from any

aingle courtry,

officials have been anxiouws for
manths abeut how President
Donald Trump's immigreton
policies might affect that reve-
nue siream. The recent report
suggested that some of the most
dirs forecasts for this fafl, like
one that foated the possibility of
a4 per cent declins in new enral-
menks, had been oversmomghl

The Trump sdminisiration
has also seni mixed signals
phout its intentions or inberna-
tional students.

A Ep‘lll‘l'l:nh,g Trump admin-

istration proposal fior an agree-

ment between the government
and American schogls floated a
15 per cent cap on internation.
al students as recently as last
month, And since Tramp teok
odfice, the govermmaent has can-
called visas for some students,
dalayed screening interviews
and hmposed trave] restrictions

n May and Juna, the govern-

ment fried o block Harmrd

Urdversity From enrolling any
internalional shedents, A fedeml
jundge blocked those efforts.

But in an interview this
month with Fox Newm host Laura
Tmgraham, Trump stood by a
plan to allow up to 600,000 Chi-
nesa citizens (o abtain studemnt
visas Many students, he nobed,
pay sigmificant uition costs

“It's not that I want thermn, bt
1 wiew it as & business,” Trump
sadd. Draconian cuts (o interme
tiomal students, Tromp warned,
conald *dessbroy our entire undiec-

The higher edwcation indas.
try = akso clashing with Trump
aver a recently anmounced
£1,00,000 fea for new H-18 visas,
which colleges and universitie
redy on to il varkous jobs,

In court filings last month,
seadentle officials detailed how
ihe visa fie conld ﬂﬂaﬂ!ﬁm

-

sent neatly 5,209,000 stadents to b essential income sources  search and teaching.

S

for American colleges and uni-

5.
lnmnutlnm] a.tuu:la::lts- can versities, and higher education
P TR a T R e —
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Publish or perish: making sense of India’s
research fraud epidemic

India’s higher education sector faces a research fraud crisis due to a publish or perish’ culture. Faculties prioritise publications over teaching,

undermining academic integrity and neglecting the needs of the student population

Pushkar

esearch fraud Is a global
problem and has become
worse doe to the growing use
of Artificial Intelligence (AD.
The problem s even more acute in India’s
_ higher education sector where both the
number of journal publications and
refractions are growing rapidly. However,
journal retractions do not capture the
scope of research fraud since it is
impossible to know the exact number of
fraudulent publications that escape
nogice.

Most observers blame the ‘publish or
perish’ culture for India’s research fraud
epidemic, However, a prior issue is the
preference that the Liniversity Grants-
Commission {UGC) and Higher Educaton
Insttutions (HEIs) give to publishing -
which hdiﬂmlﬁtunrmﬂ:rh at the

which have become ublquitous and are
considered 1o be of great value by the
government, the HEls themselves, and by
' students. These rankings reward
publications but not teaching, HELs are
therefore incentivised to instst that their
faculty publish. For private universites,
the number of sudents they admit every
year matters a great deal, and achieving
higher rankings than their competitors is
SEEN a8 NEcessary to arract more and
better students. Public Institutions do not
want to be left behind efther.

The second consideration 18 the

| widespread belief that faculty members

conducting research improves teaching
and hence student leaming outcomes.
Howetrer, the evidence does not quite

support this belied.

The voluminous research on the
research-teaching link has examined a
diverse set of lssues including the specific
mechanisms at work, the fuzziness and
diversity of the multiple variables used to

| understand the relationship, and both

cuantitative and qualitative research.
However, there is no broad consensus
that the relati between them is
significant or even that there is one. If
there Is some sort of soft consensus, it is

contributed to the UGC's declsion to
introduce the Academic Performance
Indicator (AP1) in 2010 as part of the
Career Advancement Scheme (CAS) for

faculty members' promotions. The AP
established a clear bias for publications in
assessing faculty members. Despite
several amendments over the years, there
has been no fundamental change to the

members. Most HER: fall short on mamy of
these parameters. Without considering
these issues, the emphasis on research

AP1 in terms of the emphasis on and publishing is meaningless.
publications. The 2025 UGC draft The outcome is eventually
regulations for the appoiniment and Ghmﬂ:ttlhnttam:rfmmﬂ-ms,ﬂlg
promotion of teachers in order o idea of ‘publish or perish’ s taken quite
maintain academic standards, it claims, literally. Rather than carry out aciual
will reduce focus on quantifiable metrics | research, faculty members and even
such as publications, But for now, the students chum out fraudulent papers for
publishing madness remains ascendant. their HEIs to secure university rankings
and for them o secure individual
A return to teaching benefits. And publishers monetarity
If we turn to context, there are at least benefit from these publications and also
two reasons that render the emphasis on participate in the scam.
research questionable, on ethical and Second, 80'% of students at India's HELs
ical grounds. are undergraduates who need better
First, the faculty members at all types teachers rather than competent
of HEls are expected to publish — whether | researchers, Given that the
at colleges devoted to undergraduate research-teaching link is dublous and that
teaching, universities that are mist HETs do ot have the necessary
teaching-cum-research institutions, and research capabilities, it should follow that
specialised research centres which those teaching at undergraduate
rypically run only PhD programmses. institutions should focus on teaching.
There is no thought given w context: | Inthe end, it appears that the only
whether the university or college hasthe | logic to prefer research over teaching is to
necessary physical infrastructure help HEIs attain university rankings and
ﬂfha‘arhumdlabnmﬂl‘iﬁhrﬂlﬂm;ﬂﬂ to help faculty members secure individual
human capital (research-capable faculty | gains, both of which are the main drivers
members), academic environment (a of research fraud, and neither of which
sufficient papulation of postgraduate contributes in any way to India’s
siudents and academics in specific Sector. .

Pushkar is director at The Internationsal

disciplines), sufficient research funding,
Centre Goa. Views are personal.

and a fair or even reasonable balance
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Rethinking Academic Globalisation

As higher education globalises, institulions must n:m .fm'i m;ﬁm':n- mﬂahc;rmmu. and access—crafting
mn'rmm:mfmmm ﬂmiqmrmmhmrd in equily, rrfﬂ'ﬂm:f :rmﬁmrg Lerm acadenic impact

ceetemporary landscape
tenalisation kas evoleed signihcantly,
Toghay, il encompason. far moee inden-
tmnal, integrated, and cutcome-driven
armeed o enriching muoki-
exposiiee, cihascing ghebal
COpreleTciey nldnnrn.ﬂ llab-
nrative knawledge. The way
ol imternabonal sarind i achosd &
edistic sranrin of instinutonal sspira-
tiena, in-house capacities, and carefully
cultrvabed global partmershiips. & uni
weriitics sirive [0 prepare siudeses a
wduitrp-realy pridesiseah snl ginlal
ctzzera, Their imiermastenalisation sirl-
qju & cransfrmative
susanable modeh,
At the core of this rereformabion
liws & hroader usdsratanding L'al:'whl.'

uni £ global ergaprani
mf” collabarations are oo lon-
ger limited to rymbaolic partserships
o prestige-bolding allamces. [sstrad,
h-q'ﬁl.-:l'ﬁl.r‘llhﬂmllpuﬁ
sruderes and faculty o mltcull

-:l:l:l.lr“.

grnerating in!
< tul]lhu-rilw rl:'lhl:li
mﬁllu:hlnp These objectives reflect
the increasing ineroonnaes lrdness of
hobsal sochsties and sconomies and
undersoore the mespansibiline of wni-
wernillies 0 prepase pradoates capable of
-:-l.tq:lln;]ﬂhd' challeng.

n, traditiccal
anindirls {ilnmnuhnﬁ]ulm have
often fallen shont in producing sub-
stantive, messurahle oubooeees. Many
collaborations havw existed merely on
paper, yielding lmsted benefits fng -
et aivd laccley A5 3 reslf, univer-
sities today are compelled to rethink
how giobal partnerships are struc-
nared, implemented, and evaluased
& muoder wluec-baod mechanism i
exasntial, especially one ihat ensures
collebarations [ranalsie inio meanin
ful academic experiences, MM‘E
cpment opperbanities, nd inpactiul
mesrarch, This mechasssm must con-
sider the insimstion’s iniernal resmurces,
the aspirations af s scademic cammis-
micy, and the pateriial of #a plobal met-

'm.hrmuf mhhmm“hm—
aak breed doloratians

works. Such an integrated and siraiegc
appradch engares thal internationalisa-
Eso i nof ah deelaled activity but rather
a oose component of fnstindionsd cul-
e and developroent

The mazed for begpole models of
mierraticnalicion ha therefore
become more prominess. nstead of
relying on ooementional, ome-sie-fis-
#ll irodels of collabaratien, unirsersiiies
e now tailoring e ghobal engage-
mern strategies o rellect the sproife
needs of their siudenis, fculty, and
inszinmional goals, For imalance, whike
studizn mobdlity Bas long been con
sidered a primary made of inema-
finnad exposure, i no kinger appeals
mmiformiy o all studeimis g inimation
Traditicmal long-term maohility pro-
pregreson patheays, o semesber-long
ﬂ:h.\gn_ Ay e eflective fin e,
et they (al wo attract lasge numben
a1 many universitien. Factor such w
wcademlc siraciure, oom:

g:m culbaral prelerances, and
copstraints ofien influsnce
a student’s ahility or willmgness (o

; mrTeerilies increas-
inghy recogrise The vk of short:berm

b hlighes a key principle of modern
mierpationalialion: sleategien sl
ke grounded in sethentic assmaments
a-t student and Baculry Eﬂhil Helnre
lisalion slral-
L3 sestitutions m conduct thor
ough evaketions of their communivs
requinpmenie, capacities, molbvations,
ared consi ramks Thlsmﬂmﬂﬂlrr
mstional oppoorbiniiies ars ant
and ssningiil
Financial considerations fusther

complicate iraditlsnal mnhlllq- peo-
e, Exem with s
woderns and fecnlry stnoggh b lﬁu'd.
ke coftn assnciied with imferna-
lional travel, accommaodabe, and liv-
Ing expeioel [ respons, amaraties
have inmovased with the comoept of
global classroams, enibiling ey
tional exposure without necessitaling
trael Thaough virual goes lectare,
ﬁllﬁw omibme coursss, and fac

Iy~ i wichanges, globad clas-
DN an uﬂ:;:. Brnancially
feasibe form of inbernational enjgage-
menl. These mpdels himge on care-
ful mapping of teaching and ressisch
mterests among codlaborating facalty,
which & an esamtil ulsiie for
ensuring that virbel interactions an

muhdity programmes. These prog

ramging frans fwo-week sbady visits
tia fwo-manth research imanersiims,
affer students an accesible ind immer
Evi Spparuniny o caperenie giobual
higher education and exploee doffer
et criliusdl o gengrahical conteazy
withoul commnilting & lenglhy stays
gbeoad. Short-erm models muigate
harriers related 1o Ainances. scademac
cuendary, and persenal reponsibili-
tes while still ackvievisg the esseniial

nijective of ghobal exposure. Their rise

Iemig all il Ciobal class-
rooms ale pivrns o dimer-
reriomanation, allowing siudents from

diverse socloeconomic backgrounds o

Benefil om infersational acsdemnis

Furthemmore, enserging  [pro-
gramime-spesific collaborations, miber
than broad instvalicn-wide agree-
menkts, are becoming a kallmark of
mindern I.u.::rrullunn.annm. L"nmr
sities are mowving awwy from geneTic

Mol bomeard targeted pu.rlnlnhl'p
o

that anrich ific scadersic pro-
AT O I:ﬁlm Such :.Ilm
dnfil st Sruilble sl b offer
wpeciabinnd plobal erperiences, uch
a8 il damigm windine for schrecture
shmdeniy, croan: brader most courts for
| siudenis, or mhl&nh‘ﬂm

prodects for munsgemen
uu&mh";hzu bewpoir collaborations
provide afudents with high-quality,
camnbrnd-specihc giobal eepomure amd
ereare that internatioratiation dligns
directly with programme oljectives
Tuip-teEr UV incpeaun gy adkep
wach mdels o offer thele studkents a
“créme de bs ceme” gobal educational

ExpeTience.

Fazulty ergagesmear il sepreserin
a critical element of the medern mbe-
natinnalistion ket

parinersips depend an faculty ﬁ

dhers. Idesifying soch fsculty dham-
pians. thom muivaled o partacipale
in co<ieaching, oot research, and
Inrerniateol ecademlc mitlarved, &
exsemtial. To woppont this beniom-ap
uﬂhulunn.mrru.hu:ma.um
top-tdirn faciltutive approach.

eral thematic workshops, gin! ressarch
symipesta, and collaboratrse academic
combenmor: crits fractuned opporis-
mities fior faculy from different instite-
tices 1o conmect e explone areas of
mvatuad imverest. These engapemenis
ifben sevve as caralysts for sustained
scademic collaborations, renlting in

lexible, inchsive, and responsive to
the diverse meeds of their commonl-

rmibras m
ties. By Il:rmpl:i.i.-nhkl.'r

models, virtual

E:mn- l:ll]-lh-unth:lu.-lnd
ulty-deiven imatiatives, institutions
an gnsufe that intermatiomadisation
oVt i o Transkeinalver loree Insards
stodents a5 globad citizens,
ing innovathe ressanch, and con-
iriteeting to o moee inberconmected and

collabomative workd
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Teachers carry the

SAKSHI
SETHI

21\’[} OPINION

THE PIONEER

In a world obsessed with productivity, efficiency and opti-
misation, one profession has been quietly doing superfiu-
man work long before corporate boardrooms invented
terms like “decision fatigue,” That profession is teaching.
The humble teacher, often mocked, often blamed and occa-
sionally praised, is expected to make thousands of deci-
sions every day with the accuracy of a neurosurgeon and
the patience of a saint. Yet people still say teachers get far
too many holidays, which remains one of the biggest myths.
Teachers are “off” about as often as the internet s off.
Every moming, long before sunrise, teachers are already
dealing with mental chaos: Should today's warm-up
change? Why is this student silent today-worry or mischief?

PIONEER (P-8), 26 NOVEMBER 2025

Will some parent accuse me of ruining their child's life
because | corrected a spelling mistake? Decisions crowd
a teacher like mosquitoes in Monsoon season-annoying,
nonstop and unavoidable. Still, society pretends teaching
is simple. As if managing teenage behaviour, impossible
parental expectations, admin micromanagerment, syllabus
deadiines, moral responsibility and ensuring no child blows
something up is a routine task. Teachers are expected (o
fAoat through all this with a calm smile while their mind

feels like a browser with 89 tabs open-halfl frozen, the rest

crashing. Decision fatigue may be a trendy term
for productivity experts, but teachers have lived

weight of constant decisions

multiply like weeds, preparing remedial notes, artending
meetings that achieve nothing, wormying about mispro-
nouncing a student’s name-teachers are always nﬂtr:_hed
on. More than switched on, they are glowing like a tired
neon sign. Despite this, teachers have somehow become
villains in public debate. They are always too something-
too strict, too soft, too modem, too old-fashioned, too loud,
too quiet. Society expects them to create ideal citizens but
judges them like reality-show contestants waiched by
people who haven't entered a classroom in years. Decision
fatigue shapes a teacher’s day.

every cholce-correcting, calming,
pausing-demands emaotional energy.

it forever. They feel it before breakfast. While ondi-
nary people decide whether to wear a blue ora
white shirt, teachers decide whether the lesson
can work without the projector, whether seating
needs rearranging to prevent 3 mini-riot, and
whether Rahul is genuinely sick or simply avoiding long
division. This Isn't multitasking; it's battiefield planning.
And then there’s the myth that teaching ends with the
bell. The bell simply signals that the teacher is moving from
teaching duties to paperwork, counselling. planning
lessons for 40 different learners, and responding to
parent emails that sound like they come from a paraliel
universe. After-hours work is not extra-it is normal. Lesson
plans, setting question papers, checking notebooks that

dhe ginnm'

They manage a fragfle human ecosystem
where one sentence can harm or heal,
making thousands of decisions daily. Yet
they are celebrated once a year and
lgnored otherwise. Their bumout is dismissed while
society still expects endless parience and creativity.
Teachers are exhausted because the system is unreason-
able. Humans are not bullt for constant decision-making,
yet teachers live it daily. Amyone who thinks teaching is easy
should spend one day inca classroom and see how teach-
ers hold sodety together through every decision

[ Thet wirftier b2 andl educalor

)
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LIMWOONG

1 is mot difficult 1o see thar
online platforms have hecome
the primary spaces where cur
youth gather, talk, argue. chase
trends and fAgure out how to live
with others, For students, social
miexiia functions almaast like a paraliel
reality they cannot ignore, We afien
say that libraries shape their habiis
of mind, vet it is social media where
their sense of right and wrong is
tested where they learn, sometimes
painfully, 1o read situations, protect
themselves and form a sense of
community and belonging. Digital
literacy. in this sense, is nod just an
academicskill buta foundation for
navigating modern soclety.

Yet the same online spaces that
Encourage connection can quickly
turn hostile. Research on dark
personality traits shows that
narcissism, Machiavellianism,
psvchopathy and sadism - often
rederred to as the dark tetrad - thrive
In ervimements marked by anomnity,
bow accountability and the instant
gratification of provoking a reaction.
for malice and troubled minds.
Trolling, harassment, vanity, scams,
fake news and deepfake content
dre predictable outcomes when
empathy thins and stention becomes
l:"lll.'l'ﬂ]I::'!r

Teachers feel these effects acutely.
Studies In educationsl sertings
describe a small but significant
proup of children - scanetimes as

STATESMAN (P-7), 26 NOVEMBER 2025

Fmdmg dignity in an unkind world

enrly as kinderparten- whio pressure
peers, exploit classmates’ goodwill,
refuse responsibility, or display
striking emaotional bluniness, For
teachers, these behaviours stop
being clinical cases in a texthook
the moment they enter the dassroom;
they become emotional burdens
they can't hebp but face every day.

Manv enter the profession driven
by a passion for learning and
mentorship, only wfind themsehes
face-to-face with studenmts {and
often parents s well) whose hehendour
resists trust and the very guidance
meant to help them. The result is
Leacher burnont: an erosion of moral
confidence and professional identity
defined by the painful gap between
who teachers hope their students
can beoome and who they sometimes
reveal themselves to be,

My own sense of disillusionment
deepened recently while watching
an 5B5 documentary titled “Savage
Hours™ about the serial Killer Lee
Chun-jae. The programme aired
his voice and memories with an
oddly poetic tone, as if inviting
viewers to ecmpathize with him, It
reflected a troublingly romantic
view of evil, the beliel that darkness
is misunderstoosd trauma or that
we owe even Lhe most sadistic
individuals sympsathy and forghveness,
But darkness is not always a wound;
sometimes It is simply darkness,
To sentimentalize cruelty is o
misread it and, more imporeantly,
1o betray the viclims whose lives
were irrepirably harmed,

Maoaremits ke these make oymiscism
feed like the only rational stance, Yet
something unexpectedly hopeful
odten rises b s place, Recently, my
graduate students bed a seminar
discusshon on the “Light Triad” a
pevchodogical e work emphirsizing
hiimanism, compassion and moral
clariny, Unlike thedarkirad, associared
with expioitation emotional colid ness
amd ruthless greed, the light trisd
highlights the guieter but equally
redl dimensions of kindness and
empathy that hobd together authemtic
human refationships.

At the end of their presentation,
my students shared something
more personal: 4 YouTube music
video titled "The Princess Code” -
Yo st watch it for yoursell,
first glance, the video appears
plavtul, Yet its hrice offer a surprisingly
resilient worldvies. They encourage
greeting each day with a smile,
finding small joys in the mirmor,
staving composed amid chaos,
accepting hardship as part of one's
story, and hove all. not giving up.
What may initially sound |ike
sell-centred positivity emerges as
a declaration of self-respeat and
emotional maturity. It reflects the
helief that eveninan unkind world,
one can still choose dignity.

For many teachers, this mindss
becomes Teflon against so-called
student “villains.” Those whoendure
ditficult students do not rely on
duty alone. They draw strength
from a quict, persistent confidence

thiat their work matters, that kingdness

i not naive and that spiteful
bebhaviour, online or in person, does
ok defing the limits of what humanity
can be. For them, the light triad is
e theory but lved rience.
This uﬂrgma.n lmm:ﬁ::: reminder:
Diigital platforms expose us 10 Some
ol the worst sides of human behavious,
and the same dynamics too easily
seep into classrooms. where that
dharkeriess plays out with B restraint.
We cannot eliminate the internet’s
darker corners, nor can we fully
reform those who take pleasurne in
crueliy. Yet we can cultivate whit
ua-gmd i the pverwhelming majgority

of us: humility, compassion and
the courage to remain kind and 1o
refuse malice when it would be
easter 1o look away.

Az long as we tend o the light
within ourselves and recognize that
same light in others (as found in
my students, who must find their
way through a world far more
complex and less forgiving than
the one [inherited), darkness does
not prevail. It becomes only a brief
chapter ina much longer and more
hopeful story of teachers,

Thez Eoeca Heraldi ANN_
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If you learn and lead, sup
systems around you will grow
Amita Mirajkar

Ike many high school students at the time, | was at a career |
Lcmssmads - should | pursue medicine (family being in the |
field) or computers (popular among girls). Today I'm glad | |
went with my gut feel. The career In the world of software
engineering continues to excite me even today. My formative ;
years while warking in Pune, inspired me to value good company |
culture and the impact of technology on businesses. Later, while |
working in the US, | realised the value of great work ethic, taking |
pride in one's work, and mutual respect among co-workers.
Adversity can be an opportunity in disguise 5
During the 2008 economic turbulence, while working in the ;
education sector, channeling online learning opportunities for |
working adults was a turning point for all of us who went on to
become co-founders of Clairvoyant. We experienced first-hand
how one could wield technology to uplift communities by
enabling them to upskill and reskill. With four dear colleagues as
partners leading from the US, my husband and | returned to
India to start the India office. Through rough terrains and green
pastures, Clairvoyant expanded its global footprint, empowering
enterprises across diverse industries at the confluence of data,
cloud, and Al Qur team’s

CAREER LADDER "mnda"med h!;"r:p:‘l;trtand

FOR m culminated in a significant
' milestone - a successful |
merger with EXL in 2021. It stood testimony to our collective :
vision of advancing human potential by creating data-driven
ecosystems.
Women need encouragement
No amount of effort is ever enough to encourage more women to
take up STEM. Being recognised as one of the ‘NASSCOM
indomitable Women in Tech' was a moment that was both
exhilarating and humbling for me. | was wrong in my early years
to think that women do not need extra support. Over time, |
maﬂsedﬂmhecmnfsucletalhmue,mnmmed ,
deliberate encouragement. Some are born with great support ;
systems, but most are not. We can take
raspuﬁhiﬁtrtuﬂllmew-uﬂmneedmdu
as seniors in the industry Is to encourage
women In STEM, mzate]n lmi nhrlrllﬂ
field, provide mentorship, and ensu
diversity s valued, Let's not forget, it's
also a two-way-street. Young women
need to hold themselves up to high
and not leave any stone

unturned to learm, grow, create value,
and lead. Once this is done, you'll notice

hmﬂrstmammdwu



Admin
Typewritten Text
TIMES OF INDIA (P-24), 26 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text


TRIBUNE, (MAGAZINE-3), 26 NOVEMBER 2025

 TIME Y CAPSULE

YASH PAL (NOVEMBER 26, 1926-JULY 24, 2017)

l' ] [ ]
The peoples scients
ORN in 1926, in Jhang, P '
then a part of British | '
India and now in Pak-
istan, ¥ash Pal emerged as
one of the most influential fig-
ures in the country's scientif-
ic and educational landscape. 4
 of a nation discovering itself, and his work genera-
tions of Indians discover the joy of scientific thinking,
hﬂep&rﬂmbe.‘:ﬁshmlmmedphﬁrqimjatmn,jﬂbﬂnnw-
ook him to the Massachusetts Institute of Technology

T A, e, B =

T L e

(MIT), where he completed his PhD in 1858, But instead of

mammmmm,mmm
strengthen India’s scientific foundations.,

His professional life began at the Tata Institute of Funda-

~ mental Research (TIFR) in Bombay For decades, he
' worked there on cosmic rays and high-energy astrophysics,
contributing significantly toour understanding of particles
. that travel through space and the Earth’s atmosphere. His
research placed him among picneering scientists exploring
" In the early 1970s, he became the first Director of the
Space Applications re in Ahmedabad. Here, he shift-
' ed his focus from pure research to applied i
' ularly the use of space technology to improve life on the
'~ ground. Under his guidance, satellifes were uséd for com-
_ melﬂﬂﬁtalﬂﬂl,ﬁhshﬁlmmdastheﬁ?mmmnm
University Grants wm@mﬁuﬂmw
i mﬁmmmmmmmwﬂumm
" Astrpnomy and Astrophysics (TUCAA). But his inflyene,.
. extended far beyond higher education. As the head of the
| pommitiée that prepared the landmark "Tearmning Withe
Burden” report, he argued passionately that schoolchildrey,
. ing, a principle educators still discuss today.
'mﬂepabﬁc.mhhﬂalmhefthmls&m
" friendly, wise presence on Doordarshan’s “Turning Point»
| where he made complex scientific ideas simple, relatab),
and even entertaining. YATHESHT PRATIRAJ PHOG
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| Breakfast atschool
needs anational rollout

tates and Union Territories, including Rajasthan, Ker-

ala, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, and Delhi, have made a

welcome proposal to the Central government towards
adding breakfast to the midday meal scheme, which pro-
vides free food to children in anganwadis and lower classes
in government schools. There hasalsobeena proposal from
states, including Karnataka, toextend the midday meal pro-
gramme, called the PM Poshan scheme since 2021, to class
12. The recommendation to include breakfast in the scheme
is not new. The National Education Policy (NEP) proposed
it, noting that a nutritious breakfast would be particularly
productive for children. In 2021-22, the Ministry of Edu-
cation proposed inclusion of breakfast in the PM Poshan
scheme, but the Finance Ministry turned it down. The
parliamentary standing committee on education has also
made areference to this in a report and said the matter was
being pursued.

Intermsof healthand nutrition asa policyimperative, the
midday meal scheme hasbeen one of India’s landmark initi-
atives with a lasting positive impact on millions of children
and society. Providing breakfast will expand the scope of
the scheme and cover the daily nu-
tritional needs of a vast population
of children. The value this proposal
bringstomillionsof poorfamiliesin SRR
India, which ranks 102nd outof 123 [RUCHICITTET
countries in the 2025 World Hun-  gRGRTHTETTHY
ger Index, cannot be overstated.
The levels of undernourishment, |ITt|] rove
child I:'f;i{ﬂ'ﬂi nnﬂﬂhllﬂ“r'fﬂ;hshnsﬂr? nutrition
very high in the country. The provi-
sion of breakfast to children must and E[|II|I']F in
be envisioned as a targeted welfare W14 (1]
scheme; its outcomes will be more
valuable than many sops provided
by governments.

The Ministry of Education has reportedly estimated that
the breakfast proposal would cost about Rs 4,000 crore,
This is a negligible budgetary allocation in a country with
an annual expenditure of over Rs 50 lakh crore. For this
investment, the returns promise to be transformative for fu-
ture generations and for the country, With thehuman and
physical infrastructure already in place, the proposalisnot
likely to involve substantial expansion, The governmentsin
Tamil Nadu and Telangana have launched breakfast plans
for children. Local bodies, parent-teacher associations
and NGOs are running the scheme in Kerala. Karnataléa
is providing milk, and Andhra Pradesh is providing a ragi
malt drink to children, as part of the PM Poshan menu.
Consideringitstakeaways, the breakfast programme needs
anational presence and presentsastrong case forinclusion
in the PM Poshan scheme. ey w{an @

—
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I Bringing back Indian-origin faculty

will need changes in policy, culture

HE BECENT deliberations
within the Indian government,
tointrodnee mscherme aimed a1
repatriaring “star faculny™ and
researchers of Indian origin
from overseas, partcularly inthe context of
the evolving political and academic land-
scape in the United States, are both timely
and commendable. The proposal, which
ool o offer a substantial “set-up gramt” o
estahlished scholass for creating labora-
tories and teams in premmies Indlan institu-
pions, slgnals 3 weloome recognition of the
urgent nesd to reviralise our reseanch and
development ecosystom.

Thie motivation betrnd this move s evi-
dentvet varied. The increasing political in-
tervention and perceived challenges touni-
versity autonomy and academic freedom
a1 Us educational institutions — the locus
of asubstantial Indisn diaspora — creaté s
uniquewindow of opportundry. Global aca-
demic talent is now more actively survey-
ing options that offer sahility, aulonomy,
and a conducive research epvironment. Al
the zame tise, the exipsncy of addressing
the long-standing outfiow of academbc tal-
ent, pardcularty in the STEM fields — the
notorious “brain drain™ — has never been
greater as India positions is#lf a5 8 global
knowladge economy.

As reporied in the media, the initial
focusseemsto be onasmall number af pri-
crity areas in STEM, which are fislds stra-
tegically important for natlonal capacity

While the proposed “set-up grant” fsa
crucial, necessary step towarnds financial
and operational autonomy, it addresses
only one aspect of this complex challengs,
Az Chintan Vakshnav, previousty direciorof

it Aral innovatkon misskon, suggests, the
oy Hes in creating a "seaniless experience™
for a returning academic, thal goes far
besyond mere polley intent. The disparity in
salaries, with a full professar In India eam-
ing about 40,000 annually compared 1o
BRI -SX00K in the US and around
Z100000 in China, means that we may
never match global financial benchmarks.
Tharefore, the return on investment for
thesescholars, inaddition (o financal com-
pensation, must be intellectual and cul-
pueral, and n the ease of doing reseanch.

For the scheme 1o succeed, it requires a
stractural and culiural transformation ex-
tending bevond the grant itself Policy inter-
vertions must include institutionalising ad-
ministrative insulation — a "red carpet
manckale” — Al EUATATISES SEaTiless man-
agement of logistics, procurement, and

for

and scruting that is slmdfar to what they are
nevay Facing in the countries from whers we
are expecting to welcoms them back.

The proposed short orentation pro-
grammes are essential, but instliurions
must go deeper. Many public institutions
hawve very iitle cxperience in ermploying in-
temational faculty and seambesshy integrat-
ing them into their system, The culture
st shift from a rgid, hierarchical struc-
fure o one that actively fosters interdisci-
plinary collaboration, merit-based ad-
vancement, and true academic freedom,
the foundstional competithve advantage of
aworld-class university.

Indla has aftempted such programmes
before, notably the VAJRA Faculty Pro-
gramme, which, desplte lts noble intent for
high-impact short stints, has seen modest
participation, facilitaring collaborations be-
tween only abowt 100 overseas scientists

the necenely increased institutional since 2017-18. The new Initiative
autonomy for non-government misst be designed to explicitly ad-
procurement. Further thescheme  The new initiativemustbe ~ dressthe limitations of the past:
a4 m;mmezinggdtmcamﬁ dEEigElﬁdm-Explil:iﬂ}’Eddrﬂm I‘mmdmﬂﬂ:lmfu:ﬂh:;mm:
security via explicit tenure-track PR tainty, and inadequate institu
conversion pathways, moving lhEilmla;iuﬂl‘ls Hﬂﬂm thonal support, The emphasis mus
decisively past the frmagmentation Procedural delays, funding shift from transactional, short-
of previous -ased pro- certainty, and inadequate term engagements to full-tlme or
e, In the case of scientific u[l:ﬂjmu ¥ I The longer-term, tenured appolnt-
research, policies outlining Enrel- DAL SUPOOIT, ments, perhaps connected to
lectual property ownership must emphasis m;ftmgtm teachingand Mmhﬁgepmmf
be formulated and cleardy enund- transactional, s -Lerm sfuckents, in ordar toatfera &
ated in the host institutions. For  engagements to full-time or professional home.
e vnnmenty  Jongertermaenured o7 EOL ST
or =
spousss, housing, and school edu- appointments, perhaps demile freedom, Chibna offers well-
cation opporrunizies for children connected to teaching and funded recrultment Inltiatives,
EE‘:"’ e ‘hﬁémﬁ?ﬁgz mentoring groups ol students, "“"J'T"h"""'“l IEI fmﬂmmd{:
1E‘-"-EI, public affirmation of aca- in order to offer astable termined not by the slze of the in-
demic freedom, insulating the professional home ftlal grant and facilities, but by the
faculry from onenois morduoring depihed institutional and policy re-

form we are willing toundertake The “smo-
tiesminl pell” of retumdng home is a powerful,
non-Anancial motivator, but if cannot sus-
tain acareet against structural deficlences.

Finalhy, media reporis seem to bnphythat
these initiatives would be confined to a se-
bect number of research-intensive pulblic in-
stirutes. Gheen that over the kst brodecades,
the research landscape in Indian univer-
sities has trarsformed, such that someof the
top-ranking research insuTutions Eppen o
be central and state unbversities, as well a
many in the private wector, these should be
careful thought inthe placement of these me=
turning academics.

Ar Ashoka Unbversity, an institution
founded on the principle of academic et
e and the frstering of critical ingquiny, we
e this indiarive ol st as a recndtment
drive, bt &8 a strareghc infection point for
Indian higher education. At our university,
we have witnessed the transformative
powerof repatriating Indian-origin faculty.
They bring mot just expertise but an insads-
abile internationas] perspective on pedagogy,
governance, and research best practices. We
believe thisscheme i an opparunity to not
juast bringg back talent, but tofundamentally
upgrade the institutional and cultural fabric
of our top research bodies. The govern-
ment’s proposal represents asignificant
commitment. The omus is now on our pre-
rrber instinutions to commdt 1o the acoorm-
panying, and much more difficult, changes
in policy and culture that will truly make
India the prime destination for acadermic ex-
cellence, The moment to reverse the brain
druin and establish India a5 3 giobal reseanch
hub has arived. We magst nof ket it pass.

The weiter is wice-chancellor and profesaor of
Physics, Ashoka Uiniversily, Sonipat, Hansana
Views expressed are personal
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Rebuilding Childhood With Dignity

Mission Parfoartan’s overhaul of Varanas Angansadis shows governance can transform early childhood —
imimoving infrustructure, training, attendance, nutrition and learning, offering India a scalable model

teion Parivirtes, led by a
oy 1A% ofhcer, Himan-

thu Magpal was ane o the
Sowardees af the Mewey of

| ol Annual Awards, 2005, for frans.

formning Angamead) centres in Vararay
Tharsiet, Linar Bradesh.
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workers play i critical role in e natiosk
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Eion arr tackdnd, A rJ't COERIFY B
towwardh resping the frats of te demo.
divideral, imweidmen inchiblen
becomes even maore cribical b the
e o of & meeanthe 806 yeard,a kid
in its developmend stage where the hody
arsd mired ol the kid are desdloping at their
bt e thee refinne b thad ons napes
trreprtied i tix ohage ol ife of o bod 35 s
jgood 25 Re 100 later Eur the childs

and menu:nn'lm

'l'-’llhﬂ'rr-spu-ﬂt-l‘naknq Argarreadi
CETTES 25 & ceniire for fearming and fans-
foomimg thelr landscape into adwnced
earmrg cemires filled with il the baic

am i st T Bt
ke smari T+, Bala
structural desgn, roofiep rairwater har-
vauting sywsess, solar pancl, faniters fi
ks, toys and bearming malvrial ric, Mis-
siom Parivarian was saried in Vararasi The
joirnd s ot e getrict thee Intervention
-3 frar | cerdzen bor the sale
oof it, beot Ao prorvide scalahibe. dintrictwide
wdiitiogs 1o the problem that woeld be
impbrrmented scsos all 3000 sagamdi
pentrem in Varssani
Migson Parivarian iniiisree has
whieved 4 rervarkable milesione m
Iurn.l'l,n'rrdnl_ﬂ.n_[l.nn-ﬂn:ﬂm:lnlllrl!d.l
the district in the [ast J pears. As part of
HJ-EI:IUI:I.I:I:I'H..E mtd.-:-f.!.]-ﬂ.im,p.rrm&
been sejeveratad. achosy
Mhmpﬁmmlw
ionally $92 nna o
ties have bewn con bringteg tae
oy sl g
o i Ining eneimin-
reri fior young children, prometing thes
averall and wp Civer
15 kakeh chikinem sged & monshs e f peans
v benefrted from this niersenmon in
Whr alatrisct; orver ithe buet 2.5 yoams
nirmtmctare

Varaaawl'y ru-lﬂllllm m-l-hhin-‘l rquhy-l nh-u—;hul

g, cussiebinty wod poiical soppart
several key features, inchuding savsration
ol all 18 hasde Bavikalp paramseters, soch

{riwnliy hxifets, handwashong
tased painting, =<, alo

units,
with mpgrached works ke digithation
LED} TV 1o vmpparl bearniing smal rmake
mrhscatan mam for kidly, priwar-
ing a coeminriable and interacttes mviran-
mieri Porihesmione, these cenies aes niow
sy posserend, crustiring a wouind- the o
dectricity wepply. DHher otsble leahing
inchade Poskam Vatka. kid-Inendly (m-
liets, anad solar all designed topen-
mioke healih, arad sesinirabiliy
Chatdor play eqelpeseal has alio been
irestalied i activiy and
L The o these angas-
wadi cemires has been coatd cive To
leamning and mental growth, so that each
st et v
Wil
albli flissrs, ko wall green-heans, Jow-
tangt tinjgs and wall di e,
rme s Logeri iy
amad the Bulding architechare serees an s
sorerer af rarniag For e lids
BlEdlmtlhl infragrucioe simple
fornature, leitchen Hems, siorge
b, utenadin, tops, firt-add il oaibty
[eits writh o mérror, bowel, nall cutier, e,
have ahao been provided at all centres, so
thil Phase cenita [isani i a been ing-
-thirng medal
bp-ddieng
In urban ereds, Mision Parsvarian
ks made significant strides in address.
m the chaflerge of space and land avail-

ahidity, Wery rrvly has amy soluzon 1o the

u.rhn cendre been
indd in city-based districis and
mwﬂhrfuumnuﬂhn‘-h

becdme even mone srvere in the fefarn
The sme exised with %51 erbas
hem‘i.l.nrhf'nuu;m e nogiaio
F ERR B years, el sl
asingle one cxisted within the 4 walls of
foair they wrne enlby in sireeis and
conriden, Ax § soluson, T5) new renssd
bretldings: harve been provided 1o accom-
midaie Anganwadi centnn under new
el l-grcwmuhdtﬁdd..maed
5 Angan-
mﬂ:jerﬂu 25 Ports Cab-
ik semal rexyebonl bags cvmmparments based
oun angarwaii centres bavee been setupin
iy ared caimnience, These Prta Cab-
ina have been particolarty effective in
Wurwaﬁ;g

LETHTER i
Phirgrosind. wmrmhunum
preas, which were dlmont non-exlsient,
working from areets arsd hoese sorvidoes
inh [or emviromment, ros exiil
inkb ir-comditionesd rooms with

smart chisses for learming, Whese rareky sy
kich s 4o eitennd s anguirwadi centre in

the City riorw orver | lakdy ladds in the City

kaing ood Crpachy Duting |

Mdmuﬂlﬂzj
galdelmes o e implememied as & meodel

aztoer differen) peobilem sein and spean.
with standard costs. Then all the field
stalf were drained on the dame solutions.
Supervison and Angimesd] workers alw
played a povotal rele in leaning new snd
pgraded teak for sich i Tk~
bei and Smart TVs, and In atiliving &
feen! earnisg maserials for keds
Alptivitin,

i B vepne band foe
im 'wrban areas. and plan the peiaritics sl
locarion so that the whele dierict ben-
ebted from the interveniion in a phased
maaner. Weekly were hekf with
Supervisots, COPO, and Ak on the
same day. Standard new rent agreementy
m#ﬂfﬁimﬂhﬂuﬂin‘mﬂhd’ﬂu
ingervestion, remilis began o comr in. To
meoniior deferent a ool
Jmﬂlﬂt@mﬂ
e Form wire mad for daiy srport-
ing on updabes fo- varoor indicxors. For
funding, (3R plaped 4 majer mle, with
investaments bugely fram Vindinia and
Reliancs Frvendation, which make
H'.:eﬁ:ru:.rﬁﬂrp;nhﬁaﬂngmmt
Fuva Uinitoppabide sl veppecting the
inbereentum. Fesddes C5H, MONEEGA,
i it e
wiTE o
Wptf&mwmwh:u&u
me\ihhfjuhlﬁnmhnhr
walle, etc. & significant comtrbebion of this
suppoctof the Poli-
cal bl erabip andd adatance nshe eifoat,
Impast and Ohelcomes
T brmpasct of Pission Parreartan has
been poofound Atendance
centrry ik i ioissd Fom
315 per cent [ B per cent, Indicating
mm:.nduﬂuu-lﬂm

tically, s reflecied in the karraag aul-
muwwmm
arad e WP wsessm ent repuks Tave

froms leis tham 40 per cenl in
ower 0 per oot for swcdenis of Cliss |
i pVEETIRE L schools Farents
a5 e e o send their chil
wentres rafher than

schanls. the inl-
e T



Admin
Typewritten Text
MILLENNIUM POST (P-7), 27 NOVEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text


A personal journey of n

DEBAPRIYA MUKHERIEE

ducation is not the l=ming
of facts. but the training
of the mind to think. said
Albert Einstein.

For the past six vears, my work
with stdenis has been devoted o
introducing and strengthening critical
thinking in their leaming journey. |
often observe that many students
struggle to achieve success (n life -
not because they lack talent or
determination, but because they are
shaped by an education svstem that
prioritizes marks over real kearming,
memory over creativity, and confoormity
over individuealicy. As a result, students
Erow upruncertain shout their passions,
unprepared for real-world challenges,
and backing the confidence toexplone
Mew opportunities - crealing a gap
berween academic performance and
[Fii SUO0eSS.

Too often, the emphasis on rote
learning and examination GuLcomes
prevents children from exploring
ideas o understanding concepls
at adeeper level. During classroom
interactions, it becomes evident
that students reby heavily on teachers’
prompts, struggle to justify thelr
reasoning. and hesitate 1o express
their own thoughts. Many quictly
wail for the "correct answer” rather
than sharing their perspectives.

When | ask. "Can you explain
your reasoning behind 4 particular
sejence of mathematics experiment’”™
geveral students become unsure,
as the guestion does not come
directly from the textbook. Such
interactions reveal that they have

nod been encouraged o gquestion,
anihyse, or explone ideas independenthy
- they expect information to be
given, not discowvered. These classmoom
conversations highlight the extent
towhich critical thinking is missing
and underline the urgent need wo
guide students from passive leaming,
Loward active reasoning,

Im today™s world, critical thinking
is one of the most essential skills for
sUCeess, yel many students continue
tovlearmin ways that limit theirability
to gquestion, analyse, and think
independently. Recognizing this
challenge, | have establishod speciali
o create an experiential learning
environment where students can
observe, experiment, reflect. and
develop the skills needed to becorme
curious, creative, and critical thinkers.

Thelab has become a place where
students step away from rote
memorization and step intothe world
of hands-on discovery. Here, they
build models, ws ideas, measure
putcomes, and learn through actlve
investigation. For many, this has
opened a door to a kind of kearning
they never thought possible. Concepts
that once felt difficult in theclassroom
sucidenily make serese when experienced
through experiments and practical
activities. What is most remarkable
is the confidence our students have
gained. Children whoonce hesitated
1o speak now eagerly explain their
ghservations. Students whostragaled
witlahstract concepts now demonstrate
them with clarity using tools, models,
and experiments they designed
themselves. Their ability to think

STATESMAN (P-7), 27 NOVEMBER 2025

critically-to question, analyee, and
reason-hias grown stronger with every
activity. )

One of the most heartwarming
transformations has heen the spirit
of collaboration the lab has fostered.
Whether solving a mathematical
puzzle, testing the Bernoulll principle,
or busilieling: & waorking model, students
support one another, share ideas,
and celebrate each others
achievernents. The lab has become
a space where teanmmwork and creativity
shime as brightly as academic success.

Parents often share stories of
how their children talk excitedly
at home about the experiments
they performed - how they made a
halloon-powered car, used peometric
tools tocreate designs, or conducted
simple chemistry reactions safely
under guidance. These conversations
show us that the lab’s impact travels
far beyond the school walls.

This inltiative reflects my
ohserviations, the current gaps in
learning, aid the pressing need to
transform our teaching approach
o nurture strong intellectual habits.

Despite my sincere efforts to
devidop hands-on leaming experiences,
another slgnificant barrier | face is
excessive mobile usage, which
increasingly jeopardizes students’
eritical thinking abilities. Constant
exposure o quick-seroll content,
instant answers, and entertainment-
driven apps conditions young minds
o seek Immediate gratification
rather than engage In patient arnalysis
or problem-solving.

Instead of exploring ideas deeply
or [orming thelr own conclusions,

many students simply “Google the
answer,” bypassing the cognitive
strugghe that builds reasoning ability,
Mobile addiction reduces artention
gpan, discourages reflective thinking.
and limits opporunities for meaningful
conmversations - elements essential
for murturing curiosity and logical
judgment. As students become
more dependent on digital shortouts,
their ability to question, evaluate
information, and think independenty
weakens, posing a serious threat
to their intellectual growth and
long-term learning porential.
excessive dependence on private
tuition further intensifies these
challenges. Tuition often reduces
students” capaclty to learn
independently, as many rely on
tutors for ready-made answers
instead of developing their own
problem-selving skills. It also
increases academic pressure and
siress. leaving livtle time for rest,
hisbdies, o hendthy sockal interactions,

Moreover, the financial burden of
twition creates inequality, leaving
students who cannot affoed it feeling
disadvantaged. Over tirme, students
may bose confidence in classroom
learning and become less motivated
to think creatively, hindering both
academicand personal developrment.

methads,

By integratirgin.
hands-on learning environments

gipch as the Mathemuatics and Science
Laboratories, and reflective dassroom
discurssions, wecan empower shudents
to hecome confident thinkers and
lifelong leamners. Let us commit o
creating a classroom culture where
curioeity isencoursged. mistakes are
wiewed as iries, and EVETY
child Feebs inspired to explore their
o kdeszs, The joumey toward stronges
critical thinking begins with us, and
toeether, we can ensure that every
student discovers the power of their
own mind.

{The wirket is & former S2nlo Selenust. Central
Paliuton Cantrol Beand.p
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Student politics needs

aclasson caution

he Karnataka government's move to revisit the ban

on student union elections has brought back into

focus an issue the state had shelved for more than
three decades, Deputy Chief Minister D K Shivakumar's
declaration that campus elections nurture leadership
and must be reconsidered has reopened a debate thar has
remened dormant since the state imposed a blanket ban in
1989, Burt as the government moves i thas direction, it must
confront the very real and troubling history that led to the
prohibition in the first place. Student unions in the 1980s
had ceased to be mere platforms for representation; they
had become battlegrounds where political parties, caste
groups, and even the underworld jostled for influence. Vi-
olencewas endemic, Clashes between rival groups—often
caste-aligned — disrupted classes, damaged property, and
made campuses unsafe for ordinary smudents. The atmos-
phereinseveral leading institutions in Bengaluru and else-
wherebecame sovitiated that education tooka backseat to
mobilisation, agitation, and turfwars.

More worryingly, the student leadership of the era was
deeplyentanghed with criminal networks. Irwas anopen se-
cret that rowdy elements funded
campaigns, offered ‘protection’,
and used student leaders as foor  JLETELR]FES

soldiers. Elections became proxy
tests between gangs backed move to restore

by political patrons. The trfan- JlU1TE
gular nevus of politician-gang-
ster-student leader hollowed out elections
the very idea of a representative should not
union. It is this criminalisation — @ eI TR TN
ot just political activism — that
ultimately compelled thegovern-  JULLRUTTEHS
ment of the day to outlaw campus
elections. That history should
serve as a red flag as the state contemplates a réturn to
sudent politics, However, while a ban may have shielded
students from the worst excesses of the past, it alsoinsulat-
ed them from democracyitself. Universities are meant tobe
training grounds for the future, Electionsteach leadership,
negotiation, publicreasoning, and accountability—skills no
classroom lecture can impart. Theahsence of a union has
left students without a legitimate voice on issues affecting
thedr academic lives,

The challenge, therefore, is not asimple choice between
an unregulated past and an over-controlled presant, but
finding a workable middle path that derivesthe bestof both.
The task before the committee is to design o system that
harnesses the advantages of sodent representation while
preventing a relapse intoviolence and criminal patronage.
This will require strict codes of conduct, limits nnmm;ﬂ
political involvernent, rransparent funding rules, and swift
disciplinarymechanisms. Il the governmentis determined
to revive campus democracy, itmust tread cautiously. Kar-
natakashould remember the havocunionsonce unleashed,
is better than nodemocracyatall. T[S
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Buildingreading
culturesbeyond
technology

SHARDON SUNMY

prversackons with weach-
Crrs. wiether In bq.l:‘.'ll'irlg
city classroonag ar quiet
rural schoals, aften fetum to
the same guestions: How dao
cluildren learm o read? Whar
keeps them readng? And what
doesa “reading culoure™ ponual-
I:.l Tovoke likee i a1 Society marked
Lr:qmlnw:m-rd- rapid

t'ﬂ.'"l

T'Iv:ar are nut quuestions of
technlgue bur about the emd-
Fonments we create, the bin-
guages we value, and the time
we illow for reflection in an

arganiss the workl, In anciene
Meszopotamia, a few marks
pregsed oo clay set in motion

mew ways of thinking. Those Al

whio l;vl;u},:tllllddr:nl Ill';]ﬂl.'i r.u'_|:,l
SCTELS | place in
soeferys their skillsvepre consid-
e prwerfioal envough fo border
fathe this |
Seen through this less, a
reading culture is not merelya
% Itis -ul ";nth
i a ur
mian hatin of making sense of
life — af fnding meaning in
symhuhnmnd:l-.ﬂ.rhdmﬂ!ﬂ.
Esrby s were mgant 10be
gpoken aboud, For centaried,
el e g
ge nat by reading s-
lenthy but by listening
tively, This trodition survives
in aur classrooms and bames,
Reading alowd helps children
become fuent readers; adules
still gather around stories dur-
ing festivals and community
evemis. The human woice re-
s central 1 b reading
s shared.

panicnship, and mah:s TOEIT
far peflection — gifts that fecl
imereasingly rane.

Madern reseanch confirms
wieat many teachers imtuitely
kmow. Learming to rend is not
simply about “cracking the
coide " Children’s hackgroands
languages, and exposure o
print shape how confident-
Iy they move from betiers
gl chat-

umigoe
lenges. 'I.I.I'npliﬁ:h.lll:lnu learn
that letters map anto sounds,
ﬂn,ﬁu 00N ERCOUNIET EXCEp-
thems — said, ane, schoal, was,
give. Without support. the gap
widens quickly bereeen those
mmmmmﬂﬂm

A lugt study acposs fow-

and middbe-income eoundries

showes a clear patterte children
ﬂm;ummdumdemn:k

kst TR0 FeTiillE &
struiggle. Some children grow
up surroumded by books and
canversathons; oihers grow up
i hivnes wiwere pring is scarce
oraheent.

T I, thetedivides can be
staric A child ina remote cribal
hamler may ncquire rich culk
tural knowledpe through oral
storytelling bt hase Hmited
aicesE o print Meanwhile, ur-
b lesurmers my be surround-
e by teaees It lack the time o
£ to read menningfully.
A literacy improves overall,
those withmore rescurees tend
to thive ahead Ester. The gap

mmm&mm

and Bﬂmw'[ﬂﬂm

T=SEnte
n{ﬂlrﬂdmgwlﬂ:lstnl:lﬂgﬂl.l-
. Im a western Telian state,

aged asesaments have
beem rolied out in thousands of
schools inidentify early resding
gaps,TﬂhthmE&EﬂhE
storsbooks in home lanpeges,
supporteachers, and make as-
Epcemen[E Imare anoessibe,

Bt Al can adsomagnifedst
ingg divides. Commiunities with
limitz=d connectiviry or devices
Ing fusrther behind. The ques-
momisno kongerwhether Alcan
Inedp with peading it can. The
question is who benefits, and
whio 22 lefy out

Acrass schools, one pattern
stands ouat; teachers who nead
for themselves create class-
roomewherereading foelestive,
chi tnew books, and treat
reading 25 8 jovhisl habin pather
than a task, Resding culoures
take rosrt i Bhesse small every-
tay gestuTes,

Eneribal anad rurald coomanmied-
nies, oral storytelling traditions
:ﬁTTﬂIﬁlﬂmd tales = m:nnm
as rich forms of literacy. As
mixlern pressures increase,
preserving these tradigions
becomes part of sustaining §
rending cuhre,

Bullding a re-miﬂrg cuiloure
does ot require gramd decls-

. Takinns, I[ﬂuﬁﬂ saeaiy, hu

AR -CEns Commitmenis:

arcess to books = all languag-

25, FUpportive clagsrooms,

time to read, and technalogy

e I]'l:mu;hrfnlt:.' mther than
umeritizally.

Mast of all, reading grows
when peaple foel irited inm it
= vilsen stories feed close, pos-

i&lu.nﬂdm:ﬁlﬂm
In an age of Al mEmics,
remembering the bumanity of
readng s the mast insposianT
stepofall.

(The swriter {5 on asriven

profestar at Azim Premyi
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Is Macaulay toblame for the ‘colonial mindset’ oris he a cofrvenient strawman in politics?
India must exorcise
Macaulay’s ghost
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Dr Saien Das

he goal of inclusive education is

to guarantee that all students, re-
gardless of their skills, experienc-

es, or sitmtions, have equitable

access to high-guality instruction

in a typical classroom. [t is founded on the
idea that all children should have the chance
to learn, develop, and engage with one an-
other, and that diversity enhances the
strength of the classroom. The goal of in-
clusive education is to integrate children
with special needs or disabilities into regu-
lar classes with the necessary support
Fundamentally, inclusive education ad-
vances the notion that diversity i both nor-
mal and beneficial. Physical capabilities,
learmng preferences, soctal backgrounds,
language proficiency, and cognitive difficul-
ties can differ among students. In order to
Create a more engaging learning environ-
ment, inclusive education uses these dif-
ferences as assets rather than as barriers.

In addstion to helping children with special.

- needs, this approach promotes respect;
mpaﬂur,andlwmwlanmaﬂmﬁeﬁﬁ.
Creating a barrier-frée léaming
: nmﬂmmenfthemnuhm

ASSAM TRIBUNE (P-4), 29 OCTOBER 2025

Incluswe education and learning environment

Inclusive education supports varied learner needs, builds accessible classrooms,
and equips teachers to'ensure meaningful participation for every child.

ments might need assistance with sign lan-
guage or audiovisual aids. In order to meet
a variety of requirements, teachers must
implement flexible strategies, including dif-
ferentiated instruction, collaborative leam-
ing, and ongoing assessments.

A keéy element of successful inclusion 15
teacher. preparation. Teachers must be
well-versed in inclusive pedagogies, disa-
hility concemns, and classroom management
strategies that encourage involvement from
all students, Teachers bécome more com-
petent and confident in addressing a vanie-
ty of learning issues with regular profes-
sional development. The inclusive frame-
work is further strengthened by the assist-
ance of counsellors, professional assistants,
and special educators.

Involving l‘anﬂm;mdﬂwmmmmw 18
another crucial component of inclusive edu-
cation. When it comes to helping their chil-
dren learn and working with schools to de-

individualised education plans (IEPs),

mimiunity promotes equality and accept-

by lowering stigma, raising awareness,
< -andereating a welcoming atmosphere.

"% - The success of inclusive education isalso

sive education. This includes learning re-- « gredtly influenced by legislative and policy

sources that are tallored to each student’s m
Hﬂﬂ&.mml&l:l&mmnm ﬂaﬂa@hﬁ:
nce, chils
r:au'a-m:f@.

' 'hhtﬁcl'uugm
- dren withdeaming

works, Laws lile the Right to Educa-
(RTE) highlight the mgmﬁr,anu of in-
& education mnmnynanuns. inchud-

iz, These regulations require quali-

* from simplified texts or more time during fied perscnnel, accessible facilities, and eq-

tests, while those with hearing impair-

uitable educational opportunities for chil-

-

dren with impairments.

There are many advantages to inclusive
education; it is crucial because it guaran-
tees that every child, regardless of apti-

" tude; background, or learming challenges,

has equal acoess toa high-quality education
in a nurturing setting. It acknowledges that
every student has distinef abifities and en-
courages schools to modify their curricula,
infrastructure, and teaching strategies to
accomimodate a range of requirements.
Students learn empathy, teamwork, and
tolerance for diversity in the same class-
rodom, all of which contribute to the devel-
opment of 2 more inclusive and accepting
society. By lowering social stigma and giv-
ing children with disabilities the chance to
fully engage in schoo! activities, inclusive
education alzo improves their self-esteem
ani] academic achievement. By éncourag-
iing collaboration and critical thinking, it en-
hances the educational éxperience for oth-

er students. It improves sociil skills by pro-
. must work together to overcome these

motinginteractions between students from
different-backgrounds; it boosts academic
performance indrvidualised sup-
purtinrstudentsmﬂmpecm] needs; it fos-
ters patience; cooperation, and a- deeper
understanding of human differences for stu-
dents without disabilities; and schools that
practice inclusion frequently create a more

* positive and compassionate culture.

Itsm‘umlmmteumtmclumvﬂw

ities are alsnnaceﬁamr for inclusive edu-

cation. Diversity, equality, and a setting

where everyone feels appreciated, respect-
ed, and supported are the cornerstones of
an inclusive community or society. People
of different backgrounds, identities, and tal-

‘eqts are r-u:-.spucfed and h‘:atcd evqually 1o
an mclumvcam&ty However, I;I:u: founda-
tion of an inclusive COMMUMILY 15 “pqual
opportunity for all.”

Teachers may create an inclusive educa-
tion dystem by implementing adaptable
teaching methods, encouraging teamwark,
and fostering empathy. ‘Teachers may find

-theﬁn]lmmheypmntsusefujfm’mdum:
education: (i) recognising the distinet needs
and strengths of every student; (i) usmg
adaptable teaching strategies, (iii) creatinga
supportive atmosphere, (iv) working togeth-
er with families and special educators, and
(v) offering equitable uqum:hes

However, harriers remain: These barn-
ers may be physical, psychological, soco-
cultural, and instructional. Educators, leg-
islators, families, and society s @ whole

obstacles. Inclusiv education, rather than
simply being a method of teaching, consti-
tutes a commitment to equality and digni-
ty. By embracing diversity and ensuring
that all students study together, we can
build a society that is more epmpassionate.
In addition to helping children rieach therr
full potential and grow into respunﬂl'tllﬂ
caring adults, inclusive education, curmicu-
lum customisation, and extracurricular ac-
tivities empawer every child, H‘-’- Pl

i e
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When Education Kills Curiosity

ANAMIKA
DASGUPTA

2:'\.]'.! OPINION
IHE PIONEER

Recently, anocher 1é-year-sld in Kata book his cwm life
— ke fourteenth this year, His classmabe, speaking on
carnera said he didn't know whea be would be i he didn't
crick the exams. Tragic as itis we don't need stazistics (o
se that the System meant (o prepane our childeen for life
is draining life out of them.

A nine-year-old ance asked me. "Wy shauld Lsarn mul-
tiplcation when iy wagch cando it faster? That questian
s b diagnosis chifdren sense what many adules refiise
o admit — the workd they ane growing imo has already
outpaced the anewe are preparing them for. The contang
checades will be defined iy walatibty nd velociy. A, automa
tion, and algorithmic decislon-making are redefining

WAL It 2ans 10 be human, As Yiaal Noah Harssd wams,
0 & word debuged by irelevant imformatson, darity i
Parier,” Thee future will reward those wha can conred
ICeaE, renf those wish memarise fags,

AlWORT repilace humars — the real dsnger is iumars
beh like raachines. To surdue 2nd thiive, children must
lezrntn e am, el redmagine. & Sir Ken Babinson
nectesd, humian coemmunities rely oh diverse Labents, noca
singular canception of abifiny, Education mest numyn;
wurlosity, empathy. collsbomation, and problem:soiving =
the very skilis that define hurnanity. Schools showld beach
children how 1o think, not what to chink
coursge, magination, and onscienoe, ROl MEns

anoe, Bonted in STOMOITYY, InGUEny, and meakwand redp-
vanoe, progressre miethads like propct-based lea

ravel-based leaming. and communigy-Sed initiacees FEp
mildmneni‘,&g.e.al.plﬂirrmnt,m'd:nlu'up:-ublzrrr:.ln_'q_m
Irsdlia’s anceent gurukul system thrved on inguiny-dren,
menor-led expenencial learning 3 Eadiron replscad ir
colomial-era rote schaolingYet, meanirgiul relom
lenges powerful mberests. Schools today often sew
poliical, carporate, or buremnraic convemence. A 7Eey
producing complant consumers is sty 1o maintair ms
change is disnaptive and uncomionshle —and esemid

Withour i, we risk reising generaten .

Nuert in teaibaaks but @liverate iz b

compliancelnsead, India's mainstream schools
il produce eMcient imicators mather than

E]]tfi]innur

facing climate chacs, Al disruption, s
moral uncemainey with no creather o

caiginal thinkers. Sociolcssises bighlight a sharp COUBEE. Tiis Biis ot
distinction: socialtsation — eadhirg erpathy and agE. COAECES B W

oo ration - i meated as the iy’ joby socal

rontrod = discipline and regulation — & the schaol's,
Cer systmm wasn 't broken by accideng: itwes designed

to feed bureauoracy and conformany. Our education

revwands compliance, nof guestioning: fittag in, not sand-

Ing oL Fogressive education, citen dismssed as indul-

genl of urban Sinst, must beoome mainstraam,

The: varrkd we are pre parkng aur children for values orig-
enakity. aduprabiry, and human fonnection — nat chadi-

roday: unemployahle graduzies, nsry

ed youth, ard Semile groumds for s
unfest Educamon s civilstioms surdval EHLow:
indussry. Progressive schooling must become the oallm
of schooling far the fulure, Oihenwise, educaten el
b2 thee winrdd's most sophis icated failed expeniment —ad
these suicides n Kota will remain baanting remindes i
the syitem collapsed kong before the students dd

:' Thil it i Direciad, Tha Wasdis Schoal Poss
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beon seen as A measure of
credibility. The frequency of a re-
sparcher's citstions correlates with
the perceivid vl of his or her work.

[I'Lm.ﬂ.ﬂnla citations have histor-

il'l.gm}espu-::ts.and mhmmi imeskifa-
tiomal standings. Bacent disemscions

on the Stanford-Elsevier “Top 2% Sct-
entists” list dememstrate that eguating
high citation mambers with messarch
quality is not & simple matter. Begard-
ed 25 a plobal Fanking of the most
Impartant schentiste, the Stanfod-El-
srier lisf purparis to identilfy the top
% of srientists in the workd based on
-l.‘.ItE'IIH-'I data e Scognes. However,
the methododogical foults compro-
mise the list's authenticity —itis az0-

oair: However, when converted into in-
Bexihle measures, ey can be sy
s The Stanfond-Elsevier
database & fraught with frmegular
ithes thot underscore this issue, For
instance, Mobel laureates such ms
Eatalin Earikd and Drew Wedssman

Saém o be ranked above those Loare-
ates and even deceased resesrchers
mmmdﬂ:rﬂm:mm
spanning genecations, Thess
mmmummm
of the database when citations are the
sole criterion

The prevalence of hyper-prlific
authors bs equesily cofcerning. Some
anthors genemmie over 100 pablics-
thons & vear, with self-citation rates
Mmﬁmﬂ'ﬂ‘rﬁmﬁ;
colleagues, co-anthoring publications

Blju Dharmapalan Is the Dean,
Mnhﬂﬁmﬁimﬂtr
Univarsity, Bangaluruy, adjunct
faculty af the National Institute of
Hovanced Studles, Bangaluru

TELEGRAPH (P-14), 29 OCTOBER 2025

Choose quality over quantity

BLJU DHARM APAIAN

at a frequency that no one could ra-
tionally defend. Such tactics peveal

citation coants — have into

it s p testamment o nstitational supe-
riority. This fosters a false percepton
of high-quality mesearch emviron-
matits for students and parents, Many

co-authorshlp from colleagaes
or students a5 a for memvtor-
ship, whereas visiting profiessorships
are 0 Interma-

name in all publications. The ouf-
comes are evidenl in 2028, India se-
cured the third pesition worldwide in
refractions, with 2855 papers reiract-
ed within 2 single vear, Coanirles that
yiedd the highest number of the top
3% sciemists also heve the greatest
retraction rates,

Open-access publishing has ensarged
&z a profitable sector, frequently bol-

stered by ranking systems that prior-

SRR e e
fod e peeT ey

b T o o g
- ——

itise quantity pver guality, Publishers
caplialise on the copsistend influx of
articles, whils unbwrsities allocate
funds o cover publication fees. The
Stardford-Elsayvier databess operates
within this framework, reinforcing
thks eveda. The contradietions of these
gystems are nod bevord the reach of
even the architecis Professor John
osmmididie, the creator ol the Stanford-
Elsavier Het, k= conalatently ranked
among the workd's op 50 sclentisis,
according o his own methododogy.
He puhilished 71 papers in 2025, 75 in
A4, nnd 51 in 8025, His probific outpat
is imdicative of the hyper-prodaecinv-
ty that his systom encourages, which

prompts enduities regarding poben.
tinl conflicts of Interest.

The misuse of citation metrics isa
texthook of Goodlart's Law,
which states “when o misasums
becomes a target, it ceases tobe a good
measure”. Initially, the purposs of
citations wits to sarve a5 a crsde indd-
catar of the exdent to which resssrch

vancements. Heview artich=, which
consalidate existing knowledge rath-

b predatory journals that have inad-
equate peer review, just a8 much as
by high-quality publicatéons. In this
emvironment, genuine innevation ks
at risk of being overshadowed.
Citations are not without signif-
fur tracing Influenes and identifying
concentrations of active scholarship,
But they carmed fanctbon as a substi-

mﬁfmmhw.&uﬂwhmﬂh
not limited to quantitative metrics; it
necesaklstes originality, rigour, integ-
rity, and societsl relevance. [t s deter-
miinsesd by the reipect of ane's work on
the lhu.mdﬂf mm- of fssues, o

nexi generation
of academicians. When citations are
o be synonymaous with
quality, it mofivates researchers to
prioritisé shori-term visibility over
kong-term confributions, to produce

makers. Recent stodies highBght the
increasing worTy aniund medric tam-
pe and its impact om e pubdic's
tathon as & credikle 1, ACA-
demia must relinguish its obsession
with citations and retorn to the fun-
Wﬂmﬂnﬁa}hw
curkosity, rigour, and responsibility.
Lists amd eankings will continue to
L mopemenis fo the distoetions of a
system that confises visibilidy with
perit ankil them, They wifl
momameats b e elence.

o


Admin
Typewritten Text
TELEGRAPH (P-14), 29 OCTOBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text


TIMES OF INDIA (P-20), 29 NOVEMBER 2025

What They Don’t Teach You In B-Schools

, , B L o ergrrentt bUsiness
Management curriculum focuses on efficiency, not imagination. But every Ci r:;.’;:? rder
needs managers who are at home with both process discipline & creative Gt

Partha Sinba,

Evory musineas bregthes hrouph owo
Tungs - anedraws ingroseeh, the other
exhakes eficiensy, The first requires
imagination andderstanding sociaty,
mackets, calture, and human desire
well enough o create something e
Tl second deenands discipline: rurming thet creathom
smeothly with fewer lenks and betber refures. Every
erireprenenr, at wene point, s jagpke both - the artist
andihesesrantant, the droamsr nnd the doer
Bul when you look clossly at
nhow Our Imanagetnent schools -
the cemples of modern basiness

The caich, ol course; 18 thad the crsative siile pomes
lafor -5 i chales, gl afoindation.

58 tuo begins with analyiécs, gobal awarersss,
andl operalimal exoetlonoe before Inviting stedents
to glay i the sndbon of prodoct design, dighisl
transformation, or public pokioy. [is experientlal
fearming programmes bry t6 bring messiness info &
wlasspoom bailt forcedec

S themvidencs & mixel. The weeld's fisee! inesitutions
are nol blind to the nesd far innevatiosn, bt they teach
it a8 &n elective ndulgenoe, an after dessert thought.
The core - the part stamped into every graduaie - is sl

ieach, you start to see an Imbalance.
Theywebail cathedrals toefficlency

and erecied ooy small shrines to
imnginatban.

Take Harvard Business Schoml,
Its e uired ctirricudiem is heary on
finance. operations, analytics, and
romtred - the metrscs that make a
manager namerate and the basiness

measrabla. It trains one b read &
balance sheet like poetry to monage
risk with Uhe precision of & Swrgeon.
Wor pyen hepe, 1he creative side peeks
imthrmugh el ves entreprensarship,
business and gavt, Enternatkonal
ereamny. Innovetion Bppears as a
visitlng [zealty not as the dean.
Zramfund Graduaie School of
Businesn beplns similechy; data,
decisbans, nptimisatkon, micre and
FRCresoanomire, acoousting, and
indormation muanagement 10 5 e
treanEper (a) mquiveient of boot camp.
Stadenls learn to optimise, simualibe, and strategise -
{e Famguageof order and condral
Bl g the secnnd year unfiobds, something changes
The wwllabpas sofens, Suddenly sou find cooarses
Tslom fur Fatreme Affordublily, Sociol {rnopoiiog,
Pieadif e [ Ernimpesmarics, and [nderslarefing Al for Business
Pl Yo o polr your WIS with b pulide policy
arenglossing Sanood doesn't st band ounsprendshots,
11 Fancds pul (b permision b inaglie
I Akmedahad - the Indion fomphe of mdional
PR E TR S T wWedps J1E gieanlitatinve hoetlape
froadly, Cost accvunling. operations eoonomics,
quuntitative methods: the piliacs ace sturdy Yel os
10 progera pime oidiziee, s boden b chse sheo ne
Inenirepreneurship, d ggitnd fechrodoges. and iomovation,

the sctenen ol effictency, not theartof growih. Eficiency
Is measarable; imagination o't The exam can test o
il pply -chain modet, nod a spark.

Aral perbinps theat’s why, decades inio (ne BMIA &n,
ouir boardrooms nre{illed with efficiency mopers bt fos
visbonarbea, The modern manages knews how to man
thirgs, ftoften ot bow tobegin them. Thespreadshests
npe flawless; thosoul somef imes missing.

Thiz imhalance might haye been aceaplabls in the
indlustrinl age, whon predictability was profil Bul In
tday s warld - whepe sarkets shift faster than quacierly
reepor s, whien Al redrows industrles befiomecomiainres
can meet - optkmisation alone b a lnsing game. The rext
il hislomyzs bo thse whocan read ruuLJuntnum’Mﬁ
b erarvemrs:soeial, cobioral, teclinologiml.

g 5 ot IMAgiNIng

A CompaTy "m;_',,l'!':'lf:ll:_}.:'.‘u_' A schoal that ﬂilri':.;
factory |,|,-,:,||1:.|;|';-_":::-I -|:-.-L.-|r:||':= i ronleally, produgi
(DETILATE FH ot T BTN
sbaolgmoemne with great efliesr alddise

e wayfoewar 5ot s E L, S0P
!|-|-u:||'_|!.-|r.h-'.|'.:lr."1'-'- % I|_.-|:::T '|-.I_'|1-'-'.-'. not anly how ig L1
leader of the BEWEe U0 To manage in 2 wer
crst, hit Ba by Cremle adTing: et

ust Arst undersan ihe poeiry
of algorithms. E:'w, En?n ndia v Indonesls, v mig
ik die; mtmlr: I |fves. The next generiis
read .hE o MJ u]T:,u;: teach Hﬂm!‘:ﬁl:l:ﬂ;
of mipess  educaticn phfuerned !-'!ilr'-'-"".'_'|:g
B aionguide statistics. 11 must maje

N apbiguliy compulsory.

Imaginge & Trst year MBA courg
called The Semiotics 4f 0 Mark
where students  decode SO
pudfure before they learn ta price i
Or @ core paper Hiked Desieniag fe
Chzas, whepe uncertainty & ool
case problem but a lved mxperiene
[magine f students wepe graded na
anly on the precision of thelr sodes
bat oa the resonande of their ideas -
hiow muich traction, ol st hewmuch
officiemey they can creale.

A few plimmers almeady exst
S1andord's croas- dlsclplinnry v,
Harvard's Al and cihis elecmime
[5B's e baasiness progeots - 4 G0dp
wowards this direction. Bt these ar
atill the eweeptions thar prowe (e
ralie Theday crativily beonmss s mm
_ mirseand ot analaing micagement
* edncation will hawe cmaght up wiih
E thecentury itclaimsfolead

Becauze the truth s overs
buzines s & parndox. [T needs the discipline of ke
banker sind the dizarder of the artisd. The same
syatem that measusss cksh (ows must also peeasum
cutliamel Mo, The lmader who understunds boll wi
iefine the pexidecnds

Perbaps the real MBA of the [idure will bea
Master of Baleacing Ambdluily. I hasiness schools
want £o stay relovant, thed must teach students fo
halancs [he equation - not briween profl and Jes
byt between preciglon and pogsibility. The best
managers will be part sconamist, parl poet; fwen!
i1 Exeal, o also imespathy.

Pecayss the faimre wim's be mnagasd
1o e frveagined,

Thewrier o seioradubsry professiona)

it will have
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Thehollowingout ofthe
vocation of teaching

WAVNEET SHARMA SUSHANT KISHORE
CENTREL UNNERSITY | VELLORE INSTITUTE
CFHP OF TECHMOLOGY

HE career of beachers is

facing a crists due io the

slow pace of recrut-

meent, peanut-paid con-

tractual appointments,
guest and ad hoc faculty and the
futigue of the existing faculty
buried under the weight of vacan-
eleg in thetr departments.

A university teaching job has
been reduced to a labyrinth of
sdministrative burden, ranking-
driven metrics and career stagna-
tion, which 15 destroying the schol-
arly drive it is supposed to foster.

The 2025-26 Demands for Grants
of the Department of Higher Edu-
catinn report reveals shocking sta-
tistics, Orver 56% of professor pos-
tinns in top universities are vacart;
9 of sanctioned faculty posts in
4 Central universities are empty;
24 56% of the 16,940 faculty posi-
tioms approved by the government
across ITT, NITs, ITMs, IISERs
and Central universities sit empty.
This crisis exposes systemic dys-
functions and apathy towards
higher education. Against the
NEP-2020 target of increasing the
allocation for higher education 1o
% of GDP only 4.6% has been allo-
cated this FY.

Universities respond o such
budget pressures by replacing per-
manent positions with temporary
Facaslty. Mot only does this alter aca-
dernic cateers, it also leads Lo excha-

gion of rmarginalised groups due to
the suspension of affirmative action
embedded in the universities' per-
manent recriuitment systems.
Even elite US universifies are
facing similar challenges. Har-
vards recent hiring freeze left

. departments  scrambling 1o fill

essential positions in the middle of
the semester, a pattern replicated
globally. As departments lose fac-
ulty o retirement and attrition, the
few wiho remain must shoulder
enormous teaching loads and
becoming a battleground of
forms, protocols and performance
data. A teacher's struggle is also
against the globalising logic of
various university rankings,
which dictate what is visible,
valuable and promotable within
grademia.  Faculty sutonomy,
whether in curricular design or
research agenda, is hemmed in
by ranking checklists and the
resultant Bek-box culture,
Early-career faculty burn out
under the weight of digital audit
trailsand the relentless demand to

Over half ofall professor
positions intop
universities remain
vacant —asymbol of
systemic neglect

EE—— e, T

imagination is suffocated by the
pursuit of metrics. Historical sensi-
bility is smothered by the forced
adoption of digital tools and the
grasure of dialogic and reflective
pedagogy. Even state universities
and colleges whose mandate is .
provide quality and flevible educa-
tion to the regional students have
to ahide by the homogenisation of ‘
globel ranking frameworks. This
growth formula re-emerges as the |
algorithm that governs the teach-
ers' tenure end promobion. As 4
result, the pursuit of meaningful !
knowledge, transmission of eritical |
ideas and labour of mentorship 18 |
subordinated to the choreography |
af visibility, performance, bureau- |
cracy and compliance,

University campuses that ware
mee terrains of unhurried inter-
generational cultivation of knowi-
edge and intimacy can feel hol-
lowed out by the manic reporting
af impact factors, employability
indices and strategic partnerships
and by another step away from the
vocation of teaching,

The cumulative effect of staffing
shortfalls, administrative excess
and rankings manifests in a wave
of exhaustion, existential futility,
arpdety and burnout in faculty
University teachers report occupa-
tional stress with strong correle-
tions to emotional fatigue and
workplace disengagerment
Aggression  in  undergraduate
curity and emotional detachment
under conditions of precarity arg

" no longer anomalies but SYmp-

{oms of a sector-wide crisis.

This collapse of teaching as a
mﬁmﬂmmldenmﬂaa |
fundamental rethinking of how |
acadermic labour is structured and |
institutional success evaluated. |
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Schools That Cill"?w

Childrenwant schoods where there is understanding without fudmnent, anl tedch
cuertons abont what sustains thentand standing alonesicle them, not a@ainst th
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