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In this issue, we have presented ‘Technology Special’, acomprehensive
compilation covering the latest scientific & technological
developments.

The content encapsulates relevant information in a concise, factual,
and easy-to-remember format.

Keeping in view the dynamic nature of the UPSC Civil Services

Preliminary Examination, the content has been prepared with a
completely exam-oriented strategy.

In the selection of topics, priority has been accorded to those
aspects that are directly linked with current trends of technological

96

developments.
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Wie ane now Amasn
thee warkd's five
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Intla that once sloganeered along
siche the “global south” —withouwt
corresponding influence— iz no
onger e India of today. The new
India sits confidently ai the global
high rable, [t engages with multiple
partners simubtaneousdy, navigales
eomphex rivalries with pragmatism,
seeks outoomes rather than ova-
tinns, and has emerged as g true
champion of the global south.
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image arwiety, Acrass india, her daughters
are muiety fighting mental health batties
shaped by biclogy, bkas and burden. Sparkad
by conversations at the recent Mpowering
Minds Summit 2026, THE WEEK examings the
pressures and pafberns stifling women and
explores what it will take to dismantis the
papactation of skant endurance

& | THE WEEK * MARCH 15, 2026

—T—

B VOICES

Meerja Birla, founder &
chairperson, Aditya Birla
Education Trust: Mertsl
health ehecks should be

ambadded in the community

he#lth programme

janheel Milekanl, founder
and chairperson, Aastrika
Foundation & Aastrika
Midwifery Centre; After the
applause oVEr 3 NEwWsem
fades, whio cares for the
muothar

Anju Babby Gaorge,
Ciymipian: Support syslems
are crucial, 85 are backup
plans

fikkal Padmashall,
transgander activist: Mental
haalth is not & luxury; Itis
survival

E PLUS

Fashion designer, enirEpTEnEuT
and actor Masaba Gupta on
speaking her mind, ambition
and self-preservation

SHUTTERETTCH



20 26

Aurowville renews its spiritwal
and clvic aspirations at the 2026
Global Spirimality Mahotsav

IRAN WAR

Prime Minister Marendra
Modi's silence seems strategic,
shaped by Hes with Arab states
and the demographic makeup
of Indian Muslhms

PLITS

Report from Tehean; Iran ready
Eﬁl"prﬂ]ﬂllgél.‘l wiar; AT o
maximise damage 1o rivals and

e EVEMNT disrupt global energy markets
The Tamil Nadu Leadership Hearven Azar lsraell ambassado
summit organised by tey India: We have identified

THE WEEK brought together
Htical leaders, policymakers,
thinkers and Innovators to
exchange ideas, m
fupure and debate l:.ﬁ-u]l{:ngcﬁ
before a young audience

2,500 military targets, and are
conducting aperations as we speak

62 CEAT BTS

THE WEEK's new podcast series
gives fans a behind-the-scenes
peek into cricket. In the first
episode of CEAT Bevond The
Scoreboard, fatin Sapru talks
abwout the art of commentary

Rivad Matheyw, Chief dssociate Editar
E Director, THE WEEK, with Tamll Hacia

.

-

@

:

Chief Mirestber 81K, Stabn -
-

COVER FHOTDS BHAKU PRAKASH CHAN DR,
CATH TIESK RINESH SREEDHARAN

Printed o Mdnfayala Manorama Frics, Mansiama Buidnp, €5 Boad, KoSavam - 886 001, Kemle, and
pabisteed from Manorema Buldieg, K Rosd, Kotteyam - 688 091, Berala by Fuslishes and Printer Jacol
Mathasw, on bahal of the Malsyaia Manorama Company Privaie Lid, Manorama Builfing, KX Rood,
Enimayar - &84 001, Keenla, Editor Phiip Mathes, Manocame Buildings, Panam pily Magie, Kochi- $82 G348,
Karal. Place of Publacation: Menoramae Buildings, Panamiplly Magas, Kochi - SAZ03S, Kerak
= Focus,imfocus features ane paid rarnceting /PR niletSee

TSR O SNGAERT S

COLUMNS

I& POWERDRIVE

R. Prazannan

G4 SCALPEN
Dr Marda Turel

70 OTHERWISE CRACKED
K.C. Vearma

T4 LASTWORD
Bansuri Swaraj

Crltieism of policy
I8 legitimare and
often necessary,
bt broad
indictments of
institutional
INbegrity carry Conscquances
that travel far bevond domestic
contestation, When the Leader
of the Opposition speaks abroad,
he does so not as a private
partisan bat as & constitutional
office bearer of the very system
he criticises.

@ g7

LEISURE

In his memaoir Wik Like a Girl,
celebrated fashion designer
FPrahal nurun; lores
identdry; vulnera Bl?
resilience

b lity and

MARCH 15, 7026 * THE WEEK | §




INDIA'S 3 ¢
GOLDILOCKS .
MOMENT -

A

WliLs

THE Al THREAT

INDIA'S ITOUTSOURCING MODEL IS FACING AN
EXISTENTIAL CRISIS, BUT BIG INVESTMENTS IN Al COULD
HELP THESECTOR WEATHER THE STORM




ILLUSTRATION EY NILAKJAN DAS

CONTENTS

February 15, 2006 | Volume 35 | Mumber 4

THEAISTORM

INDIA'S ITOUTSOURCING MODEL IS FACING AN
EXISTENTIAL CRISIS, BUT BIG INVESTMENTS IN Al COULD
HELP THESECTOR WEATHER THE ETORM

COVER BY NILANJAN DAS

Business Today 16 February 2028

=

TN

ey e,
10| THEPOINT

The State
of Welfare

How limktad revenues
are reducing the
funds avallabls

for development

and infrastruciure
[rajecis in slates

16| ETINTERVIEW

“Era of Al
experiments over”
Sandhir Singh, CEQ. Coforge,
on Al-bosed inmowations,

transitions in the IT services
indusiry, and more

At The
Deep End

Wy Punsding
FrnireEibum s no
wnger Enaugh Tar
Imefia's deap-tach
SOMOREnies



START-UPs as |

Profits At The Bell

The suclchen mrolit wrnanouncds 8t 8
raft of start-ups coming up with 1IPOs
ann raksing some arithcal questions an
optics management

ECONOMY 70|

Zeizing The Moment

wWill the governmeant capitalise on high
grawth and low inflation 1o kick
aff more reforms in Budget 20@6-277

STATISTICS 58

Big Data, Big Overhaul

india's statistics have been under a
cloud. The governmant ks undertaking
a massive revision, Wil this reflact
grawth mars accurately?

ECONOMY 76 |

Uncertainty Looms

Indiia Inc's spirits remained low despite
higher-than-anticipated GOP grawth
in FY' 28 a= US rariffs hit home

ENTERTAINMENT BO |

The Bollywood Makeover

Tha Hindi film industry is moving away
fram tha high-star-fea-driven modal
towards 3 more refined strategy

DAVDS DIARY 124 |

Alpine Disruption

Davos 2026 presented a sharp
departure from this past with
peopolithos taking cenirg stage

| FOCUS / ulMPACTim

Fruerm B e 0 Time, vl will 2ee peges tcksd “Focus®, “An Empact Peature”, or “Sdveptocial” n Bacitess Today,
Theese are o different fromm an advertisement and the magazine's edicorial seedf i not e ved i T

creaticn i any way

Buziness Toeday 15 Febraary 2026

132

THE GDOD LIFE: TREMDS
Yaur Cultural
Calendar 2026
January may be over but
eultural sficlonsdos hava a

ol 1e loak farwand 1o for the
raaq of the yaar

136/
BT GOLF

Garden
City Glory
The third lag
of BT Golf
unfurled at
the iconie
KEarnataka Galf
Asspciation

140

BEST ADVICE

“Good wages will
change customer
experience”
Iagdish N. Sheth,
Charles H. Kelistadt
Professor of Businass,
on why training alono
wan't improve customer
AT VREE

For the lobesi updaies
ard snalysis, log on o
hisinessiodsm




INDIA AND THE Al ERA OM BIRLA IMPEACHMENT
INTERACTION WITH NVIDIA BOSS | LONG SHOT, WITH POLITICAL PURPOSE

: JOURNALISH WITH A HUMAK TOUCH wiw theweekin | (F TheWleskMag | (0 TeWeskive | 200

MY BODY
ANDMIND B

S i
IN HYDERABAD

COLD-WATER FISH IN
A SULTRY CITY

HOW INDIA CAN

WIN BACK

BAN GLADESH

OR ZIAUDDIN HY?ER. ,l

L

I

il

TroarsiaaTIaz

4

ADVISER TO BANGLADES:!
KIREN Rl
LINION MiINEE m '

M.K. NARAYANAN
FORMER NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISER

M.J. AKBAR
FORMER UNION MINISTER

=/

Eangladesh Frime Hinlster
Tarique Eptaman




| =S ————

CAVER STARY

OVER STORY » |ndka and Bangladesh share deep
historical, cultural, economical and
educational thes. At the same time,
certain unresolved issues remain

NEWERA, =3
: —Dr Tiauddin Hyder, adviser to Tarique
Rahman, prime minister

With a new government n place in Bangladesh,
India has a cautious chance to rebuild trust, while

» The Siliguri corridor is well pratected,

and our formations there are
also galning room for & more steady and wide- formidabile
ranging engagement —Kiren Rijiju, Union minister
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» Bangladesh can progress,
if its leadership displays
the necessary sagacity
—M.J. Alkchar, author and
former Unkon minister

» Preventing Bangladesh
from bedng drawn into the
Izlamist revolutionis vital
far India
—M.K. Narayanan, former
national security adviser
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ﬂlﬂﬂﬁf Suryakumar Yadav's calm demeanour, tactful bowling changes and
e h.aaklﬁg of falent were pivotal to India’s T20 World Cup title defence
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UPFRONT

UNITED STATES
|_ $890 mn approx.

Military cost per day
, [The US has fired over 2.000
| missiles and drones at lran)
| LUCAS

Low-cost kamikaze drones
| based on the Iranian Shahed

Cost perunit: $35,000

TOMAHAWK
CRUISE MISSIL

Shipy/ gubsmaring-launched fo
gtandoff strikes

Cost per unit: $1.5-2 mifilion
PRECISION STRIKE
MISSILE [PRSM)

anti-ship/ anti-radiation seeker
usad from HIMARS mabile
rocket launchers

Cost per unit: $1.6 milion

SJOINT AIR-TO-SURFACE
STANDOFF MISSILE( JASSMI

air-daunched aruise migsile
Cost per unit: $1.3 million

AIR DEFENCE

PATRIOT (MIM-104)
suriace-to-air system against
short-range missiles and aircraft
Cost per interceplor missila:
%3-4 rlllion

MEROPS INTERCEPTOR
DRONE

Anti-dromne system, deployed
against iranian Shaheds. Low-
cost counter to cheap dronas

Cost per unit: $50.000 approx.
THAAD (TERMINAL HIGH
ALTITUDE AREA DEFENSE)

Anti-ballistic missile system.
High-altitude intercepts

Cost per

£0-15 million

interceptor missile:

RAN CONFLIC]

ISRAEL

$590 mn —725mn
Military cost per day
[Dver 6,500 Israeli missiles and
drones have struck iran]

DELILAH, RAMPAGE, ROCKS,

BLACK SPARROW

Al abr-leunshed
ballistic missilas

Cost per unit £5-10million

HERMES 900 DRONES
Long-endurance strike drones #
Cost per unit: $5-10 million

HAROP DRONES
Loitering munitions/
kamikaze drones

Cost per unit:
£700,000 approx,




WAR CHESTS

With the conflict in West Asia completing its second

weelk, itis perti

mcurred by Israel, the US as

used, here nhuw;lmm-at war is p

AIR DEFENCE

IRON DOME

Anti-misslie
defence
systerm magde

of short-range

inteseaptar
missibes fior

rockets) drones

Cost par
intercaptor
missiles

550,000 approx

UAE

.
o

ARROW
Lm'lg-rangq:

-;f..il'

anti-

ballistic missile

defenso

Cost per
intercoptor

missila: $2-3 min

o,

' Shahed-136
rr ¥“: THE COST-BENEFIT -

vlook at the enormous costs
platforms most
] out for the three

Khorramzhalbr

IRAN
200mn -*250mn

Military cost per day

{lran has fired over 3,000
missiles and drones towards
Israel, US/ Gulf assets, ships]

KHORRAMSHAHR, FATTAH,
SHAHAR-3. GHADR-1

Medium-rangs ballistic missiles
Cost per unit: $1-2 million

IOLFAGHAR, TONDAR
60, QIAM-1, SHAHAR-1

Short-range ballistic missiias
Cost per unit: 3500 000-1 millicn

SOUMAR, HOVEYZIEH,
JK-2 ANTI-SHIP MISSILE

Submarine ground-launched cruise
missiles

Cost per unit: $200,000-5500,000

SHAHED-136

One-wiay attack drone armed with
20 kg wathead

Cost per unit: $20,000-550,000

1 ASYMMETRY

Though Iranian missile) drame launches have reducaed
in recent days, destroying a $20,000-550,000 drone
with a $3-4 million US/ Israeli interceptor missile is
aconomically inefficient

IRAN
Cost of a

Shahed drone

$20,000-

g

Cost of ballistic/
cruise missilea

$0.5-$2mn

THE SOLUTION: Emulate Ukraine, which has developed
low-cost counter-drone systems, iIncluding interceptor |

|.|$.|" ISRAEL

Enst clf & Patriot
inerceptar missilea

%3-4mn
GCostofa THAAD
interceptor missile 51'5 mn+
Cost of an Iron Dome
intercoptor misaile sﬁnrnuu

Cost of an Arrow 52 3
interceptor mizaile ~wd NN

drones costing only a few thousand dollars, to counter
Russian drone attacks, often using Iran-made machines
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The merchants
of war

T After the US-lsree] attacks on Iran and i@ realistory
strikes across West Asia, the region’s ifusion of being an
island of stability lie shattered. The king shadom of war now
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