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ABOUT THE COVER

lT is always a difficult task to make

a cover for an issue like this. We

came across an artwork, B/lnd

Curve, by artist Felix Lucero, made

at San Quentin State Prison as part

of California s Arts-ln-Corrections
program on the lnternet and in an

act of solidarity with expression

of those who documented their
prison I fe through their art, we

decided to use it as an inspiration

for our issue on voices from prison.

This cover of a faceless person is

for all those who wait for justice.

Their names are scribbled as a

tribute to their undying spirit and

their relentless pursuit of freedom.

.NAVIGATOR}

frrru Srrait JVof

May 18, 2015 Oufiook's cover Cell Alone Artwork by
story on G.N. Saibaba Arun Ferreira

8 I THE DETENTION

LEGACY

Since lndependence,

a number of laws

have been enacted

that allow preventive

detention which have

been widely used by all

regimes against their
political opponents
By Snigdhendu
Bhattacharya
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THE SOUL
"The operative
word in mainstream
media's discourse
for me is no more
'antl-national'; it's
'te rro r i st "'

-Umar Khalid

36 I IHE STING OF

THE BAR

lndia today has
more than 4.3 lakh
undertrial prisoners.
A significant number
of them are linked to
political cases

By N.K. Bhoopesh

441 "THIS CoUID
HAPPEN TO YOU"

The Bhima Koregaon

case is not only about
those who were
imprisoned. lt is also
about the fate of
democracy itself
By Alpa Shah
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ln 2026-the 'year of analog'-how will our relationship
with literary festivals evolve? By Vineetha Mokkil

7O L IOY WORDS CLUB

Lit fests are deined by their audience Organisers,

speakers, curators are all replaceable but not the
readers, not the audience By Shinie Antony
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Pi[[-popping pandemic
AntimicrobiaI resistance is responsible for an estimated 1.3 mittion deaths
annuatty wortdwide. lndia, the world's [argest consumer of antibistics, sits
at the epicentre of this crisis.
It is no tongerjust about overuse or resistance in theory but about a

reatity where even tast-resort drugs are faiting. lf there is one word doctors
now use repeatedty to describe lndia s antibiotic probtem, it is abuse.
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How a ]apanese
manga icon became
the slrnbol of GenZ
movements from Asia
to Africa

ffiffi
il-*""
As India stares
atanewworld
order, the budget
will determine
whether it is
ready for the
party or not

How can vou retain vour sense
of humourwhen thdworld
around you is crumbling?
British actor, comedian and
writer Sir StePhen Fry has
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ilATURE
Whv are we turning increasingly hostile
to even the news of a wild animal living
alongside us, asks Vivek Menon, chair, IUCN
Species Survival Commission

COVER ILLUSTRATION BINESH SREEDHARAN
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genuine voters and risking
mass disfranchisement

The Election
Commission is
presiding over
a grotesque
eircus, where
untested soft-
ware is testing
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are bursting with fans. Chants of 'Smriti, Smriti' run through the M. Chinnaswamy
Stadium in Bengaluru when the Royal Chal engers Bengaluru's women's captain
Smrili Mandhana comes out to bat, like il used lo when VIrat Kohli was at his
peak. Fans, analysts and commentators pore over statisiics of Harmanpreet Kaur,

lemimah Rodrigues and Deepti Sharma. The qua ity of women's cricket-towering
sixes, tearaway pace, wily spin, fantastic catches and gravity defying fie ding-ias
undergone a complete transformation. The rnoney in WPL is said to be more than rnany
countries' men's T20 leagues. These younq women have come from far and wide, from
metros and smal towns, f ightlng patriarchy, societal pressure and poor infrastruclure
to atlaln cricketing g ory.

'NAVIG

4 I RAGING AHEAD

For years, women were

forced to support their
passion for cricket
with other paying lobs.
But with well-paying
playing contracts
and opportunities in

professional leagues,

more women than
ever are embracing the
sport wholeheartedly

By Karunya Keshav

24 I GREEN SHOOTS

OF SITIGURI

A photo feature on

the rise of Richa

Ghosh, the first
Bengali cricketer to
be part of a World

Cup winning team

By Sandipan
Chatterjee

32 I SPICE GIRLS

ln the once

nondescript villages

of Wayanad, cricket is

no longer just a sport.

It has become a way

to dream and to rise

above the limits of
geography, poverty

and custom

ByN.K. Bhoopesh ,

36 I BARMER

BRADMAN

Almost three years

after she frrst shot
to viral fame. Mumal

Meher has fallen out
of the spotlight The

talented cricketer
keeps practising,

hoping to find
sustained backing for
her sporting journey

By Mrinalini Dhyani

55 I BARAMATI'S DADA

Ajit Pawar's sudden death leaves a power vacuum, but for people,

especially from rural pockets in and around Baramati, who considered him
a grassroots strongman, the loss is more profound By Pritha Vashishth

70 I I WAS ATTHE ETSEWHERE PARTY

Excerpt from an unpublished manuscript,
The Speculative City: A History of the Future By Vyjayanthi V. Rao

CoVER: Vikas Thakur
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Census 2027 is likely to trigger a cascade of consequential

pol itica I aecision ]]t" n gi 
""girom 

caste en u meration and

constituency d;iimita[ion- to women's reservation and

,il;i;;";rJ "rections. 
Taken together. these measures

have the pot"*i'i to fundameitallv-.iesl'p: ll9i"'t
el ecto ra I l, "d.;;;;Ji 

ttti nute p-o I itic a I 
-poYg-t : :3. -

compel every pofitil"i party to recalibrate its strategles'
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42 A New Rafale Deal
India's plan to acquire the latest
Rafale fighter lets would help bolster
its depleted fighter strength and
counter the growing air capabilities
of China and Pakistan

>CONTROVERSY

46 AFeuding Royalty
The Mewar royal family's dispute
over ancestral properties in Udaipur
has resurlaced a year after the death
of its last'custodian'king. The Delhi
HC is set to rule on the matter
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51 The Interpreter
ofTongues

fhumpa Lahiri on writing in Italian
and working on a new translation
of Ovid's Metcmorphoses
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THE GREAT OPENING UP
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