Days after NGT flagged high faecal coliform
levels in rivers in Prayagraj, UP CM Yogi
Adityanath asserts in Assembly that water
at Sangam is fit for both ‘snan’ (bathing)
and ‘aachman’ (ritual drinking), P 16
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Tamil Nadu dy CM Udhayanidhi
Stalin says ‘states that accept
Hindi lose their mother tongue’
and that his state is ready

for a ‘language war', P 16

double pneumonia, Italy's PM
Giorgia Meloni says after visiting
88-yr-old pontiff in hospital, P 18

INDIA'S LARGEST | 111800 1200004 o
Pope Francis is alert and still Concern over a man who'd exhibited ‘fixated
cracking jokes despite having behaviour' makes Emma Raducanu approach the

chair umpire in tears and take an unschedule
break in her second-round match at the Dubai

Championships lomen’s Tennis As
Champ I Wi 'S T A

EuRekha! BJP picks first-time

MLA as Delhi’s 4th

3-Time Councillor
Gets LG’s Invite
To Form Govt

Abhinav.Rajput
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Catching heavyw-
eights and hopefuls in the par-
ty off-guard, BJP Wednesday
chose a firsttime MLA from
Shalimar Bagh, Rekha Gupta,
as Delhi chief minister.

‘The fourth woman to get
the top job in Delhi after Sush-
ma Swaraj (BJP), Sheila Diks-

FULL COVERAGI &3

hit (Congress) and Atishi
(AAP), Gupta, 50, will steer
BJP's govt in the city, 27 years
afterthelastoneled by Swaraj.

After Gupta, a three-time
councillor, was elected leader
of the legislature party, she
went to Raj Niwas and staked
herclaim toform the govt befo-
re LG V K Saxena. Her name
had been proposed by MLAs
Parvesh Verma, Satish Upad-
hyay and Vijender Gupta—all
probable candidates for the co-
veted job before the central

brass

woman CM

-4 WHAT WORKED FOR HER?

> She is a woman,
“ belongs to Bania

ccommunity, which

played a key role in

BJP's win, and has risen
from the grassroots

> Her appointment is
in keeping with recent
trend of BIP going for
relatively low-profile
netas for CMs, as seen
in other states too

“ This is a moment of pride for women across the
country. | am fully committed... to take Delhi to
new heights will work with honesty and integrity. All

MLAs will work like Team Modi

—Rekha Gupta

6 | have full faith you will
work with dedication in the
direction of the resolution led by
taken by PM to make Delhi
one of the top capitals of the | for the development of
world —Amit Shah | woue wsten | the city  —Atishi | peon

& Itis a matter of
happiness Delhi will be
a woman. You will
get full support of AAP

Ex-ABVDP neta Ist Dusu office
bearer to take city’s hot seat

ekha Gupta, born in Ha-
ryana’s Jind district in
1974, joined ABVP, the
student organi of RSS,

worker before winning the ci-
vic polls from Uttari Pitam-
pura. Later, sheagain became

illor in the then North

when she was a student of
Daulat Ram College. In 1996,
she was elected president of
Delhi  University Student

MCD. As chairperson of its
education committee, Gupta
initiated reforms, including
ing uniforms of stu-

» Always Kept Low Profile
> ABVP Strikes Again

Saxena greeted her with a
bouquet and gave BJP the gre-
en signal for the swearing-in
ceremony tobe heldat Ramlila
Maidan on Thursday noon.

» ‘Moment of pride’, P 2

Pride, P2

dents and built pucca buil-
dings for schools running out
of tents. After losing the 2015

Union (Dusu); in fact, she will
be thefirst Dusuoffice bearer
tobe Delhi chief minister, re-
ports Atul Mathur.

In the next few years, she
worked asa ground-level BJP

polls, _Gupm was

Traffic advisory out:
Expect diversions
near Ramlila Maidan
~ raffic diversions are expe-

cted from 7am to 4pm at
key roads around Ramlila Ma-
idan for the swearing-in Thu-
rsday, given VVIP movements.
Delhi Traffic Police has issued
anadvisory on its social media
handles, citing expected diver-
sionsat Subhash Park T-Point,
Raj Ghat, Delhi Gate, ITO, Aj-
meri Gate, Ran]n Singh flyo-

electedasa for the
third time, but lost the mayo-
ralelections in 2023.

This time, she won the as-

Marg-DDU
Margtraﬂ'lcl\gh( and Jhande-
walan roundabout. Train pas-
sengers have been advlsed to

sembly polls from
Baghby 29,000 votes. P2

taketheF itin-

stead of A)merl Gate.P2

Trapped in burning
building, 4 of family
jump off 2nd floor

couple, their son and da-

ughter were critically in-
jured after they were trap-
ped in a fire at their home in
Nangloi, west Delhi, Mon-
day and jumped off their se-
cond-floor balcony. Two oth-
ers were also injured. The
daughter's twin ran to the
terraceand was unhurt. P6

Everestsmwine.
rose 490ft in 1.5 mths

1 just 1.5 months, the snow

line in the glaciated lands-
cape around Mt Everest rose
from 20,000ft on Dec11,2024 to
19,510fton Jan 28, duetosubli-
mation, in which strong
winds, low humidity &
warm temperatures cause
snow to evaporate directly,
N: fents id. FLAPOPP

Bikaner powerlifter, 17,
dies in gymacc1dent

Nitesh.Kumar3@timesofindia.com

Jaipur: Powerlifting cham-
pion Yashtika Acharya lost
her life in a tragic gym acci-
dent in Rajasthan’s Bikaner
when a 270kg barbell slipped
and crushed the 17-year-old's
athlete’s neck during trai-
ningon Tuesday night.
Acharya had clinched a
gold medal atthe National Equ-
ipped Bench Press Champions-
hip in Oct 2024 in Goa. Her sud-
den demise highlights the of-
ten-overlooked dangers of ex-
treme weightlifting, even for
seasoned athletes. Under the
supervision of her trainer, she
‘was attempting a lift as part of
herroutinepractice. Witnesses
said as she prepared to lift the
heavy barbell, she lost balance,
and the immense weight came

Yashtika Acharya broke her neck
while lifting a 270kg barbell
crashing down. The trainer
suffered minor injuries while
tryingtocatch the barbell.

»Police probing case, P 17

4 women Maoists
gunned down in
MP’s Balaghat

l _our women Maoists were
shot dead inan encounter
with MP's Hawk Force in the
rugged Supkhar forestrange
of Garhi, close to Chha-
ttisgarh border, in Balaghat
district Wednesday. The four
were believed to be behind a
series of violent attacks on
security forcesand civilians.
An Insas rifle, an SLR
and a .303 rifle along with
ammo and survival gear we-
refound on them. Police said
several Maoist cadres were
injured in the gunbattle but
managed to escape or were
dragged away by their com-
rades. A searchoperation,al-
s0 involving CRPE, CoBRA
commandos and district
cops, isunder way tohuntdo-
‘wn the fleeing Maoists. ™w

Celebratory firing
death: Lawyer held
( urgaon’s Deepanshu, a

Tlawyer, was arrested
Wednesday after shots fired
from a wedding procession
in Noida last Sunday led lo

Prevent abuse but don’t
punish young love: HC

New Delhi: Law should evol-
ve to “acknowledge and re-
spect” consensual relations-
hips between adolescents and

the death of a tv
boy. Copsseizeda plsml (mm
Deepanshu, the groom’s fri-
end, butitwasnotclearif his
ﬁnngkllled thechild.P7

2 more GBS deaths,
national toll at 23

“wo young people being
treated for Guillain-
Barre Syndrome (GBS) in
different Pune hospitals di-
ed over the past 48 hours, ta-
king casualties linked to
the outbreak in Maharash-
trato19 and the nationwide
toll to 23. Pune has accoun-
ted for 11 of the deaths. P14

U’khand to ban
outsiders from
buying agri land

Dehradun: The Uttarak-
hand cabinet Wednesday
approved a draft law ban-
ning people from other sta-
tes from purchasing agricul-
tural and horticultural land
in11of its 13 districts, exclu-
ding Haridwar and Udham
Singh Nagar. The move aims
to “protect the state's resour-
ces, cultural heritage and ci-
tizens' rights.” The bill is ex-
pected tobe tabled in the ong-
oing Budget session, re-
ports Kautilya Singh.
Under the proposed law,
land within municipal 1i-
mits can only be used as per
designated land use.

prioritise under
punishment in such cases, the
Delhi high court said, uphol-
dingatrial court judgmentac-
quitting a man of the alleged
offence of penetrative sexual
assault under the Pocso Act.
“...Societal and legal views
on adolescent love should fo-
cusontherightsof youngindi-
viduals to engage in romantic
relationships that are free
from exploitation and abuse,”
Justice Jasmeet Singh said in
arecent order: The law should
focus on preventing exploita-
tionand abuse, rather than pu-
nishinglove, hesaid.

»Emotional connect, P 8

says Delhi
court, sentencing a man

to 14-yr Rl for raping and
impregnating a 14-yr-old | P 8
> Bombay HC's Aurangabad
bench grants conditional bail
to two PFI cadres arrested

in Sept 2022 by ATS for
anti-national activities | P 14
> Allahabad HC hauls up

‘Why sell excess
tickets?' HC to
rlys on stampede

I earing a PIL on the New

Delhi station stampede
that claimed 18 lives on Feb
15, Delhi HC on Wednesday
asked railways why it sells
tickets in excess of the num-
ber of passengers a coach
can hold, reports Abhinav
Garg. “If you could imple-
ment a simple thing... such
situations can be avoided. By
not fixing the strength... ina
coach, this provision appe-
ars to have been neglected,”

authorities for failing to give HC said, referring to Section
to acid attack 570f Railways Act that deals
survivor for 11 yrs | P 14 with overcrowding.
> Ukhand HC seeks state's SG Tushar Mehta, repre-
views on petition challenging senting railways, said it was
live-in registration format an “unprecedented” situati-
under UCC, seeking detals of onon Febl5and the issues in
past P14 the PIL would be considered
at level P3

BANGLA TEST FOR TEAM INDIA TODAY

»Curbs lifted earlier, P 17

While odds are tilted in India's favour as they face B'desh in their
opening ICC Champions Trophy match, Najmul Hossain Shanto’s
boys will look to upset the favourites with their band of spinners

INDIA

STRENGTHS: Strong

line-up featuring Virat Kohli &
Rohit Sharma, with Shubman
Gill & Shreyas lyer adding depth.
Spinners Kuldeep & Jadeja are
more than resourceful

WEAKNESSES: Bumrah's

absence leaves Mohd Shami to

do the heavy lifting. Concerns
Rohit and Virat

OPPORTUNITIES: With B'desh
integrating nwlm India
can leverage their experience
to unsettle and

dominate the

opposition

THREATS: Key

players like Shami

and

are

EDITPG, P 22,23

BANGLADESH
STRENGTHS:

at exploiting Dubai conditions.
Veterans like Mushfiqur Rahim,
Mahmudullah provide solidity

Chargesheet
delayed in AQIS
case, 3 get bail

Delhi court has granted

default bail to three men
allegedlv part of a terror

dogs the squad. Batting prone
to collapses. Pace attack has
struggled on flat tracks. Team
lacks lower middie order punch
OPPORTUNITIES: A strong
performance can set positive
tone for other games. lehq

al-Qaida in
the Indian Subcontinent
(AQIS), observing thataccu-
sed are entitled to bail if in-
vestigatorsfailtofileachar-
gesheet within the manda-
ted 180-day period from the
date of arrest, reports Vi-
neet

of Shakib
AI Ihu weakens

battlvm B'desh
have lost recent
0DIs against
teams like Af
and W1

“...There is no embargo
on the powers of the investi-
gating agency to investigate
the matter further; however,
after the lapse of statutory
time, accused are entitled to
statutory bail,” said the co-
urt of Additional Sessions
Judge Hardeep Kaur. P14

You voted for progress.
Now, bless us with your presence
as we take the oath to deliver it.

Viksit Delhi
ath Ceremony

20" February 2025
11:00 AM

Ramlila Maidan,
Delhi

Bharatiya Janata Party, Delhi



HC asks Mercury
Indian Rlys to TEMP ON WEDNESDAY - likely to fall
address sale 28 4° | 104 | THURSOAY ) further over =
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‘traffic praharis’ on high alert | 5

Neighbourhood celebrates as BJP puts Delhi in Rekha’s hands

Meghna.Dhulia
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi:

=

ement

band, other family members
gathered tocheer the selection
of Guptaas BJPCM after27 ye-
f power. The 50-year-
jan’s mother-in-l

hungheavyin
outside the grey, four-floor
building. A crowd gathered
on the narrow lane, chanting
“Jai Shri Ram!” and waving
BJPflags. Sparklerslitup the
night sky, their glow reflec-
ting off the house windows.
Manish Gupta, who lives on
the third floor of this buil-
ding in northwest Delhi’s
Shalimar Bagh, was swar-
med by people offering hugs
and congratulations. All he
had to say was, “It's not just
today theentire pub
lichas become Delhi’s

Gupta, Mam;hs wife, will be
the CM of Delhi, the public re-
ferred to only as political hy-
perbole. Inaddition toher hus-

smiled proudly, playfully tea-
sed by relatives who remarked
cial saree drape for
n. Gupta’s child-
ren, Harshita, an MBA gradu-
ate in her early twenties, and
Nikunj, two years younger
than hi ter, could not join
the celebration. Harshita
works in Australia, while Ni-
kunj is doing his engineering
course in Vellore.

“We hadn’t imagined she
would become CM, but I felt
she was destined for more
when she defeated the sinillg
MLA, Bandana Kumari," be-
amed Meera Gupta, the mot-
her-in-law. The new CM’s sis-
ter-in-law added, “People ha-
veplaced their trustin her be-

The mood s joyous outside CM-designate Rekha Gupta’s residence in Shalimar Bagh; (right) her husband is greeted by

Photos: Anindya Chattopadhyay
T

Megha Bharadwaj. Amid the
sea of faces, an elderly man
from the neighbourhood cal-
led out loudly, “She’s worked
s0 hard. Now everything will
be good for the localif

A member of the Aas Fo-
undation said, “For decades,
Rekha Guptaji has been invol-
ved in various initiatives ta-
ken by our foundation and
through it she is connected
withmany women of thearea.
For example, every Navratri,
she worshipsalong with hund-
reds of girls. Apart from that,
she distributes bags and blan-
kets every nowand then.”

AP Block residents, Bhu-
mi, 19, and Navya, 20, watched

cause she has the ability to
transform Delhi and make it
better” Another relative,
Meghna Gupta, revealed that
Gupta always balanced her

A moment of pride for women
of country, says CM-designate

»Continued from P1

™ upta was accompanied to
Raj Niwas by Delhi BJP
I president Virendra S:
deva and central observers for
conducting the legislature par-
ty meet, Ravi Shankar Prasad
and Om Prakash Dhankhar.
“Iwanttothank Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, our par-
ty’s top leadership and people
of Delhi for giving me the re-
sponsibility to preside over a
newerathatisstarting in Delhi
after27years. This isamoment
of pride for women across the
country,” said Gupta. “To fulfill
each and every commitment of
BJP made to people of Delhi is
lhe goal of my life,” she said.
1 MLAs will work like Team
Modi to fulfill these commit-
ments,” sheadded.
Gupta has been accorded 7'
category security by Delhi Police.
‘The office of the party’s Del-
hiuniton14Pant Marghad been
decorated with flowers with the
sound of dhol and shehnai waft-
ing in the air. The MLAs started
arriving at 6 pm with the meet.
ing beginning around 7 pm and
lastingfor an hour.
Outside the venue, support-
ers of senior party functionar-

iesand claimants tothe topjob,
besides media personnel, had
gathered in large numbers
long before the meeting began,
The supporters were shouting
slogans in favour of their pre-
ferred choice, particularly
Rekha Gupta and Parvesh Ver-
ma, inashow of strength.

Party sources said Delhi
BJP Chief Virendra Sachdeva
had a private discussion with
Verma, Vijender Guptaand Up-
adhyay. Parvesh defeated AAP
convener Arvind Kejriwal; Up-
adhyay has previously served
as the party’s state chief; and
Vijender Gupta had managed
tobuck the trend by winning in
the assembly polls in 2015 and
2020inthefaceof an AAP wave.

According to party sourc-
es, they are all being consid-
ered for important positions,
including that of ministers,
speaker and other posts.

When Verma came out of
themeeting, he wasasked if he

ing stressed on the party's deci-
sion to appoint a woman CM,
highlighting its dedication to
women empowerment. Party
functionaries said she fulfilled
three crucial criteria: that of
being a woman, to

hmll\ and political life.

“‘Rekha Gupta hamari
CM!" reverberated through
the streets, with adults and
children alike dancing joyous-

1y Many of the locals felt this
was her reward for the work
she did for the welfare of girls
inthearea. “She'sa very hard-
working woman. She has ac-

complished so much in Shali-
mar Bagh as a municipal co-
uncillor and we knew she'd go
ontobecomebothan MLA and
the CM,” claimed neighbour

ionsfromacorner.
“My father knows the Gupta
family, so I came with him to
meet Rekhaji,” said Navya.
“During Aam Aadmi Party
tenure, there was no real deve-

A Surprise Pick Who Has
Always Kept Low Profile

Rekha Gupta Has Held Many Key Positions In 3-Decade Journey

Atul. com

the Bania community and
maintaining a low-key public
profile. This is in keeping with
therecent trend of the party go-
ing for relatively low-profile
leaders for the chief minister's
roleasevident in other states.
BJP MP from South Delhi
Ramvir Singh Bidhuri, who
had drafted the party’s mani-
festo, said after the meeting:
“She will prove to be the best
chief minister of Delhi. The
party has always been a pio-
neer in women empowerment,
and this is another example of
that. Delhi willnow become the
developed and prosperous cap-
ital of Prime Minister Shri Na-
rendra Modi'sdreams.”
MP Manoj Tiwari, who was
" i id

was being for the
post of deputy CM but he did
not reply. “We are going to the
LG’s office. It is a matter of
happiness that a woman has
been made CM," he said.

Most MLM who emerged

p atthe said,
"This is a message for women
empowerment. It was our party
that brought the women's reser-
vation bill in Parliament, and
now we have taken another step
that proves our commitment to

from thy party meet-

WOMAN POWER: BJP supporters celebrate outside the party office in New Delhi on Wednesday

‘ment.
Piyal Bhattacharjee
D

New Delhi: From a student
leader to the post of CM, Rek-
ha Gupta has held several im-
ant positions during her
three-decade-long po-
al journey butalwaysm
intained a low profile. This ti-
me too, she wasn't among the
front-runners for the coveted
CM’s post after BJP upstaged
AAP to win its first assembly
election in27years. The50-ye-
ar-old's election as leader of
the legislative party came as
a surprise even to many in
her own party. She will take
oathas the fourth woman CM
of Delhion Thursday at Ram-
lilaMaidan on Thursday.
Gupta was born in 1974 in
Nandgarh village of Harya-
na’s Jind district. Her family
moved to Delhi in 1976 where
her father took up a job in the
State Bank of India. Asastu-
dent of Daulat Ram College,
she joined Akhil Bharatiya
Vidyarthi Parishad, the stu-
dentwingof Rashtriya$
amsevak Sangh. She w:
elected president of Delhi
University Students’ Union
in 1996. She is, therefore, the
irst DUSU office bearer to be-
come CMof Delhi.
After college, she worked
asaground-level worker befo-
rethefirst bigopportunity ca-
meher way in 2007. Gupta was
nominated to contest the mu-
nicipalelection from the Utta-
riPitampura ward. She wona
comfortable victory. MCD
was trifurcated ahead of the
2012 municipal polls, but that
didn’t affect her political fort-
unes, winning a second time
in a row as councillor in the
North Delhi Municipal Cor-
poration. According to her
colleagues in the BJP, the par-
tyrewarded her for the feat by

making her chairperson of
the education committee. She

Gupta was fielded against
AAP's B'\ndam Kumari in

did not bringing
about a few reforms in the sy-
stem of the municipal scho-
ols. Forone, Guptamade MCD
students look a pas the-
ir friends studying in private
schools in new uniforms. She
also initiated the construc-

S r Bagh
She ]ns! those polls and when
BJP decided not to renomina-
te sitting councillors in the
2017 municipal polls, Gupta
found herself out of electoral
politics for afew years.
In2022, she wasagain elec-
tedasa

tion of pucca buildi fora
few schools that were being
run from tents.

In the 2015 assembly polls,

in the re-unified MCD from
Shalimar Bagh (B) ward. She
was pitted against AAP's

Shelly Oberoi in the mayoral
poll in 2023 but the numbers
were stacked against her, re-
sulting in her defeat.

Keen to end its political
exile in Delhi, BJP banked
her again, fielding her in the
assembly polls. This time
Gupta didn’t disappoint the
party. She avenged her 2015
loss and defeated AAP's sit-
ting MLA and her old rival,
Kumari, by a huge margin of
over 29,000 votes.

Photo: Piyal Bhattacharjee

REKHA GUPTA | 50
QUALIFICATION
Bachelor of Law from
Chaudhary Charan Singh
University, Meerut °
POLITICAL JOURNEY
Defeated AAP's
Bandana Kumari from
Shalimar Bagh assembly
constituency by 29,595 votes

First-Time MLA

> Was elected MCD
councillor in 2007,

2012 and 2022

> Was chairperson of
education committee in
North Delhi Municipal
Corporation in 2013

> Elected Delhi University
Students' Union president
in 1996

FIRST REACTION

NINTH CHIEF MINISTER OF DELHI

CM-to-be Rekha Gupta Is greeted by BJP leaders on Wednesday

Total movable and
immovable assets
%5.3 CRORE

Ran ‘Sumedha Yojana', a non-govt
initiative to help economically weaker
female students pursue higher education

1 am fully committed to this important opportunity to take Delhi to new heights. |

express my heartfelt gratitude to all the top leadership for trusting me and
entrusting me with the responsibility of the post of chief minister. This trust and support of
yours has given me new energy and inspiration”

—REKHA GUPTA

BJP pulls out all stops to make it a grand affair Diversions and curbs

- in place for oath-taking

Abhinav.Rajput
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The stage at Ram-
lila Maidan was erected on
Wednesday for the swearing-
in ceremony of Delhi’s next
chief minister Rekha Gupta
and her new cabineton Feb 20.

Lieutenant governor VK
Saxena will administer the
oathof officetothe chief mini-
ster-designate and the cabinet
around 12.30pm. Prime Mini-
sterNarendra Modi, Unionho-
me minister Amit Shah, other
Union ministers and NDA chi-
ef ministers and deputy chief
ministers will be present.

The event is expected to
start around 11am. The chief
secretary and additional chi-
ef secretary will receive Gup-
taand those who will join the
new cabinet.

Around 12.30pm, the secre-
tary to the LG will seek per-
mission from the LG to com-
mence the oath ceremony
Then, the chief secretary will
request the LG to administer
the oath of officeand secrecy.

TheLG willadminister the
oath to each future cabinet mi-
nister individually, and they
will then sign the papers. The
event will conclude with the
national anthem, played by the
police band. The event promi-
ses to be grand. Prominent fi-
gures of the BJP-led NDA, bu-
sinessleaders, religious heads
and other distinguished gu-
estsare expected to be there.

A senior BJP functionary

said that invitations have be-
en sent to people from vario-
us sections of society, inclu-

nesspersons, farmer leadel S,
distinguished academicians
and civil servants. BJP func-
tionary Tarun Chugh, who
has been given the role of en-
suring that preparations are

Abird's-eye view of preparations at Ramlila Maidan ahead of the chief minister's swearing-in ceremony scheduled for Thursday

on track, said: “A historic
event will take place in Delhi.
Thisistheendof misruleand
the start of a new era under
the vision of PMModi.”
There will be substantial
participation from slumd-
wellers and women, who
stand to benefit from BJP's
Mahila Samriddk
party functiona

He added that Union mini-
sters present in Delhi will come
for the event. “We are getting de-
mands from many to attend the
function, sowekept it in Ramlila
asithasalargespace,” hesaid.

The party expects about
50,000 people to attend the
event. Chugh and former ma-
yor Jai Prakash spent several
hours on Wednesday taking

stock of the preparation at
Ramlila Maidan and revie
wing thearrangements.

A party functionary said
that senior members of parti-
esinthe NDA alliance will at-
tend lhc ceremony, too.

e BJP has returned to
p(lvwrlnl)elhlaﬁk‘rdlm().st?./
vears, defeating AAP in the
Feb 5 Assembly polls.

Anindya Chattopadhyay
A i

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi Traffic Po-
lice has issued an advisor:
listing potential route diver-
sions and restrictions for the
swearing-in of Delhi's new
chief minister at Ramlila Ma-
idan on Thursday at 12.30pm.
Several VVIPs, (llgmlan
es, political functionarie:
well as 50,000 people are e\
pected at the venue.
DCP traffic, cent e,
Saurabh Chandra, said: "Del-
hiTraffic Police hasmadeela-
borate arrangements for the
oath-taking ceremony to be
held tomorrow, Except for the
timeduringtheentryandexit
of VVIPs and VIPs, the diver-
sions or restrictions would be
need-based only. We willtry to
let the flow of traffic continue
otherwise with the help of at
least 400 personnel on the gro-
und. Most importantly, com-
muters at the New Delhi rail-
way station should please ta-
ke the Paharganij side exit, in-
stead of AjmeriGate. We have
issued a traffic advisory on
our...social media handles.”
veral key roads around
RamlilaMaidan willeither be
closed or see diversions bet-
ween 7amand4pm, Thediver-
sions will impact commuters
mostly around Jawaharlal
Nehru Marg, close to key pla-
ces in Old Delhi, NDLS, and
offices suchas MCD and DJB.
It is a few kilometres from

lci

ITO and Mandi House.
Expected diversion points
include Subhash Park T-Po-
int, Raj Ghat, Delhi Gate, ITO,
Ajmeri Gate, Ranjeet Singh
flyover, Bhavbhuti Marg-
DDU Marg l‘(‘d light, and the

lopment in Delhi. All the sub-
sidies went to waste. That will
change now.” Bhumi, looking
with confidence at the new
CM, felt certain that her prio-
rity would be the safety of wo-
men in Delhi.

Notonly local residents, but
also people from nearby jhug-
gis gathered around the new
CM's house. "My shack was re-
cently demolished. 1 hope she
makes things better for us,” sa-
id one hopeful slum dweller.

Assured of support of her
loved ones and the public, Gup-
ta’s role as chief minister, the
fourth woman in that post in
the city, may mark the begin-
ning of what many hope will
be a transformative chapter
for the capital. As the chants
and dance moves got louder
and more energetic, there was
optimism in the air, signalling
anew era in Delhi’s politics.

In picking
Rekha, RSS
student wing
strikes again

@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Rekha Gupta has
joined a growing band of BJP
members who have risen thro-
ugh the ranks of RSS-affiliated
outfit Akhil Bharatiya Vidyart-
hi Parishad to hold key posi-
tions in govt and the party. For
hertobechosenfromacrowded
field of CM aspirants would ha-
ve been gratifying in any case,
butnow itisevenmoresoasshe
marks BJP's return to power in
the capital after 27 years.

Her appointment reinfor-
ces the dominance of ABVP
alumni in BJP's power struc-
ture, aligning her with stal-
warts such as home minister
Amit Shah, BJP president JP
Nadda, union agriculture mi-
nister Shivraj Singh Chou-
han, union education mini
ster Dharmendra Pradhan
and road transport minister
Nitin Gadkari. Had their poli-
tical journeys not been cut
short by untimely deaths, for-
mer finance minister Arun
Jaitley, former Bihar deputy
CM Sushil Kumar Modi and
former union  minister
Ananth Kumar — all from
ABVP — would have continu-
ed toshape the party’s futur

Gupta is part of a long list
of influential BJP leaders nur-
tured by ABVP. including Utta-
rakhand CM Pushkar Singh
Dhami and former Himachal
Pradesh CM Jairam Thakur.
ABVP's legacy as a breeding
ground of BJP leadership has
once again been highlighted
through Gupta’s rise to power.

Pradhanlauded Gupta'sap-
pointment, saying, “I am sure
that a compassionate leader
and social worker like Rekhaji
will fulfil the trust of the party
and Modiji's guarantee to the
people of Delhi. Her rise to the
position of CM of Delhi isa re-
flection of ABVP's culture and
the democratic tradition of
BJP, which believes in the abili-
ty of its grassroots members.”

His statement underscores
BJP'semphasis on internal de-
mocracy and merit-based lea-
dership, which has enabled fi-
gures like Gupta to emerge

from student politics to posi-
tions of national significance.
Incidentally, the BJP observers
for Delhi — Ravi Shankar Pra-
sadand OP Dhankar —arealso
from the students outfit. Gupta
alsofills the gap of a woman ta-
king over as one of BJP CMs

T
The ad»' my giv llcs
for these points, which inclu-
de Bahadur Shah Zafar
Marg(ITOtoDelhiGate), JLN
Road (Delhi Gate to Guru
Nanak Chowk), Asaf Ali Ro-
ad, Minto Road to Kamla Mar-
ket to Hamdard Chowk, Ran-
jit Singh flyover to Turkman
Gate, and Ajmeri Gate to
KamlaMarket.

Commuters are advised to
use public transport to avoid
congestion, park only in de-
signated areas and adhere to
policedirections.

Satya Vir Katara, additio-
nal commissioner of policeat
traffic headquarters, said:
“Our target is to release the
traffic from the outskirts.
This is why the diversions are
implemented, so that people
can safely commute, if not by
thisroute, then by someother.
A map isalsoshared on social
media. Real-time updates will
be given on social media too."

DCP of the traffic headqu-
arters and VVIP route, Shas-
hank Jaiswal, will work toen-
sure that the public do not fa-
ce inconvenience during the
movement of dignitaries to
and from the location.

since Vi a Raje
the opportunity in Rajas
in 2023 and Bhajan Lal Sharma
was chosen tohelm the state.
Gupta’ spolmmljmxrne» be-
gan in DUSU, in which she ser-
ved as secretary in 1995-96, befo-
re winning the president’s post
in1996-97asan ABVP candidate.
Her trajectory mirrors BJP's
strategy of grooming leaders
from grassroots movements. So-
urces said during her DU days,
Gupta was mentored by Jaitley,
whowasalsoa DUSU president.
ABVP national general se-
cretary Shivangi Kharwal emp-
hasised how the organisation
has long been committed to fos-
tering leaders across various
domains. He said “as has been
the tradition and our principled
stand to follow the footsteps of
Swami Vivekananda, the ‘vidy-
arthiparishad’ also fries to give
‘leadersof leaders’ beitinthefi-
eld of art and culture, or bu-
reaucracy and politics”. “She is
an example of the parishad’s
work and value of women em-
powerment in our ‘sangathan’.
With her grassrootsexperience,
'we are hopeful that Rekhaji will
fulfil the critical students, edu-
cation, health, and unemploy-
Kharwal said.
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Excess Ticket Sales:
HC Seeks Answers

Pulls Up Indian Rai Iways Over NDLS Stampede

Abhinav.Garg@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: In the wake of
the recent stampede at New
Delhi railway station that led
to18deaths, Delhi High Court
on Wednesday asked the
Indian Railways to address
the sale of excess tickets be-
yond the number of passeng-
ers that can be accommoda-
tedinacoach.

“If you fix the number of
passengers to be accommoda-
ted in a coach, then why does
the number of tickets sold ex-
ceed that number? That's the
problem,” a bench of Chief
Justice D K Upadhyay and
Justice Tushar Rao Gedela
told Solicitor General (SG)
Tushar Mehta, representing
the Railways.

The court was hearing a
PIL over the recent stampede
at the New Delhi railway
station and asked the autho-
rities to file an affidavit gi-
ving details of measures ta-
ken on these issues. The plea
sought the implementation
of existing provisions by Ra-
ilways that may have helped
avoid such incidents and ci-
ted sections 57 and 147 of the
Railway Act that deal with
overcrowding.

“If you could implementa
simple thing, such situations
could beavoided... but not fix-
ing the strength to be accom-
modated in a particular co-
ach, this provision appears to
have been all

TOO MUCH TO HANDLE

Tarun Rawat

each compartment of every
carriage type.

SG Mehta submitted that
thePIL wasnot takeninanad-
versarial manner and the Ra-
ilways is bound to follow the
law. He said there was an “un-
precedented” situation and
assured the court that the is-
sues raised in the PIL would
be considered at the highest
level. “We are following the
law, if there are any lacunae
etc that can be taken care of,”
Mehtaassured the court.

During the hearing, the HC
also pointed out that as per ru-
les, the number of

termg“ uhuutaulhunty

Let the issues raised in
the petition be examined, as
suggested by the SG, at the
highest level at the Railway
Board and thereafter an affi-
davitbefiled giving details of
the decisions taken by the Ra-
ilway Board,” the court direc-
ted, posting the matter for
nextmonth.

HCnoted that the PIL-filed
by Arth Vidhi,anorganisation
of legal and business profes-
sionals - was not confined to
the recent incident of the
st(unpede as nt soughl imple-

P: legal

RITES to design Styidents barred
from CBSE Board
exams get relief

holdmg areas
in New Delhi,
other stations

Times News NETwoRK

New Delhi: The railway mini-
stry on Wednesday tasked RI-
TES to design permanent hol-
ding areas in New Delhi,
Anand Vihar, Ghaziabad, Var-
anasi and Ayodhya stations.
Railway minister Ashwini Va-
ishnaw made the announce-
ment after a meeting with Rail
India Technical and Economic
Service (RITES) officials.

“Once the model is ready, it
will be expanded to 60 highden-
sity footfall railway stations.
All unauthorised access points
tothesestations willbeclosed,”
atop ministry official said.

The initiative aims to pre-
vent overcrowding at key sta-
tions, which will help improve
passenger security and stream-
line movement. “The holding
areas will be seamlessly integ-
rated into the Amrit Bharat Sta-
tion Redevelopment Program-
me,aflagship initiativeaimed at
modernising key railway sta-
tionswith better infrastructure,
enhanced passenger amenities,
and improved safety measures,”
the railway ministry said.

The decision comes days
after tragic stampede at New
Delhi railway station, which
claimed18lives.

Earlier, Vaishnaw announ-
ced a series of crowd manage-
ment measures at several sta-
tions to prevent similar inci-
dents in the future. The perma-
nent or temporary holding
areas outside the pladorms
willbe used

that can be carried in each
compartment should be “cons-
outside

along,” HC remarked, while
referring to Section 57 of the
Railways Act, which says eve-
ry railway administration
must fix the maximum num-
ber of passengers allowed in

Ke]rlwal Atishi among those t

@nmesoﬁnma.com

New Delhi: Several political
leaders, including home mi-
nister Amit Shah and defen-
ce minister Rajnath Singh,
on Wednesday congratulated
Rekha Gupta on being elec-
ted as the Delhi’s chief mini-
ster designate.

Shah postedon X in Hindi:
“I heartily congratulate Rek-
ha Gupta ji on being elected
the leader of the BJP legisla-
tive party I have full faith that
you will work with dedica-
tion in the direction of the re-
solution taken by Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi to ma-
ke Delhi one of the top capi-
tals of the world. I am
confident that BJP govt un-
deryourleadership will work
day and night to fulfil the ho-
pes and expectations that the
mothers and sisters of Delhi
have blessed BJP with.”

“Many congratulations
and best wishes to Rekha
Gupta ji on being elected as
the leader of the BJP legisla-
tive party in Delhi. [ firmly
believe that under the
guidance of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and with his
efforts, Delhiwill become the
developed capital of de-
veloped India,” Singh posted
onX.

Security tightened
near Ramlila Maidan
ahead of swearing-in

each compartment”. It asked
the SG toshow what steps Rail-
ways will take to implement
existing laws that limit the
number of passengers in coa-
ches and penalise persons en-

Finance minister Nirma-
la Sitharaman, education
minister Dharmendra Prad-
han, Uttar Pradesh CM Yogi
Adityanath and his Haryana
and Rajasthan counterparts
Nayab Singh Saini and Bha-
janlal Sharma, Delhi MP
Bansuri Swaraj and former
Union minister Harsh Vard-
han were among some other
BJP leaders who congratula-
ted Gupta.

In the 2025 assembly elec-
tions, BJP secured 48 seats,
establishing a clear majority
in the 70-member assembly.
The party's pre-election com-
mitments included the Ya-
muna river restoration, eli-
mination of three landfills,
implementation of Mahila
Samriddhi Yojana with Rs
2,500 payments toeligible wo-
men, and extending Ayush-
man Bharat Yojana benefits
toDelhiresidents.

Former chief minister
and AAP convener Arvind
Kejriwal posted onsocial me-
dia: “Many congratulations
to Rekha Gupta ji on beco-
ming the chief minister of
Delhi, I hope that she will ful-
fil all the promises made to
the people of Delhi. We will
support them in every work
for the development and wel-
fare of the people of Delhi.”

Outgoing CM Atishi also

provisions wnh respect to the
maximum number of pas-
sengers ina compartment and
the sale of platform tickets.
Had the legal provisions per-
haps been implemented ade-
quately, incidents such as the
stampede could have been av-
oided, itadded.

of passengers to the stations.
These stations include New
Delhi, Patna, Varanasi, Surat,
Bengaluruand Coimbatore.
Railways will also come
out with a separate crowd ma-
nagement manual to handle
passenger rush during festi-
valsand special occasions.

Anindya Chattopadt

0 con

Anjali.Singh@timesofindia.com

Gurgaon: Two Class 10 stu-
dents, who were denied admit
cards to appear for Board ex-
ams, should be allowed to ta-
ke the remaining papers till it
decides on their petition, the
Delhi high court directed
CBSE on Tuesday.

The HC single-judge
bench of Justice Kumar
Sharma was hearing a peti-
tion filed by the two students
of Orchid International
School in Gurgaon after
they missed the Board exam
for English held on Feb15.

CBSE refused to give
the students admit

The other papers for
Class 10 Boards are schedu-
led from Feb 20.

Hearing the plea, the HC
bench told CBSE to file a co-
unter affidavit in four weeks
over the matter, but in the
“meanwhile”, to “let the peti-
tioners be allowed to appear
in Class 10 examinations”.

“However, the result (of
Board exams) shall be sub-
ject to the outcome of the
present petitions,” the
benchruled.

The dispute stems from
twostudents - Sneha Das and
Puruvansh Nayak - who took
admission into the Gurgaon
school mid-term in Class 9.

In Class 10, CBSE refused
to give them admit cards,
along witha third student of
the school, over its
contentionthatit wasn'tcer-

BJP’s south Delhi MP who
played a key role in crafting
the Delhi manifesto through

ion:

tain if the students had
appeared for and passed
Class9exams.

CBSE, in Oct 2024 and
Jan this year, rejected the
students’ direct pleas to the
Board toallow them tosit for
the papers.

On Tuesday, CBSE’s co-
unsel MA Niyazi told the co-
urt that the petitioners had
not approached HC “in good
faith”, and the two students
had left their previous scho-
ols  without
Class 9exams,

But the students’ counsels
Sulaiman Mohammed Khan
argued that the teenagers ap-
peared for the Class 9 exams
and submitted their mark
sheets from Orchid Interna-
tional School to the court.

Khanemphasised that the
problem was that the school
did not submit the students’
academic records to CBSE in
time, and that wasn't the fault
of the teenagers.

“The two children took
admission in this school in
Nov 2023 in the middle of 9th
standard. They completed
Class 9 from this school itself
and we have submitted there-
quired documents to prove
the same, which is the pas-
sing marksheets,” said Paras
Nayak, Purvansh’s father.

The petitioners had also
requested HC todirect CBSE
to hold an English re-exami-
nation for the two students
as they were not allowed to
sitfor the paper.

CBSE's counsel said the
Board cannot hold re-ex-
amination, but the students
can appear for compartmen-
talexams.

Thecourt willtake up the
caseon April 3 next.

gratulate Rekha

of her name, Gupta thanked
top leadership for trusting
her and (,wmg her the re-
“Your trust and

expressed confidence that
Gupta would serve as Delhi's
finest chief minister. “Our
party has always been a pio-
neer in women empower-
ment and this is another ex-
ample of that. Delhi will now
become the developed and
prosperous capital of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
dreams,” hesaid.

Congress urged the CM
designate to avoid divisive
politics and prioritise mani-
festo commitments. DPCC
chairman Devender Yadav
urged her towork towardssa-
feguarding the interests of
the people of Delhi.

NDMC  vice-chairman
Kuljeet Chahal highlighted
Gupta's experience, noting,
“She has been a councillor
thriceandshestarted herpoli-
tical career from Delhi
University Students Union
(DUSU) elections. In her long
public life, she paid special at-
tention to important issues

erupt outside CM-designate Rekha Gupta's residence

expressed her wishes on so-
cial media, stating: “It is a
matter of happiness that Del-
hi will be led by a woman. T
hope that the promises made

to the people of Delhi will be
fulfilled. You will get full sup-
port of AAP for the develop-
mentof Delhi.”

Ramvir Singh Bidhuri,

like , women empo-
werment and urban develop-
ment. Her leadership abilities
and commitment to work at
the grassroots level made her
popularamong the public.”
After the announcement

support gave me new energy
and inspiration. I pledge that
Twill work with complete ho-
nesty, dedication and dedica-
tion for the welfare, empo-
werment and overall deve-
lopment of every citizen of
Delhi. I am fully committed
to this important opportuni-
ty to take Delhi to new he-
ights,” shestated on X.

Akhil Bharatiya Vidyart-
hi Parishad, an RSS-affilia-
ted student organisation, al-
so expressed happiness over
herappointmentas the chief
minister. “On behalf of
ABVP, 1 extend my heartfelt
congratulations to Rekha
Gupta ji on becoming the fo-
urth woman chief minister
of Delhi. Asaformerstudent
activist, she actively cham-
pioned student issues, inclu-
ding the introduction of uni-
versity special buses and wo-
men’s empowerment in her
DUSU election manifesto.
We are confident that she
will continue working on yo-
uth-related concerns in Del-
hi, such as unemployment,
health, education, and edu-
cational infrastructure,” sa.
id  Shivangi  Kharwal,
ABVP’s national secretary.

SCAN ME TO
KNOW MORE

VICTORIA FOODS PVT. LTD.
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cmetne Sisodia ﬂags law and order issue

after minor’s rape in Tilak Nagar

New Delhi: Senior AAP leader
Manish Sisodia on Wednesday
slammed BJP over law and order
inthe capital, citingarecent case
of alleg,ed sexual assaultonami-
nor in west Delm 's Tilak Nag'ir

worker a few days ago. The police
arrested the suspect on Tuesday.
“Criminals in Delhi have
become fearless, and the law
and order situation has collap-
sed. I am addressing this press

joint
ference with Tilak Nagar MLA
Jarnail Singh, Sisodia claimed
that crimes against women we-
re on the rise and the perpetra-
tors were notafraid of the law.
“I'wanttosay to BJP thatelec-
tions are over and now it should
pay attention to law and order
that has collapsed in Delhi,” the
former deputy chief minister sa-
id. No immediate reaction was
available from BJP. A student of
Class ITwasallegedly sexually as-
saulted in school by a sanitation

today to remind
BJP that elections are over.
You have done enough name-
calling and mudslinging befo-
re the polls. Now at least focus
on governance,” Sisodia said.
BJP is set to form a govt in
Delhi after 27 years. It defeated
AAP in the recently concluded
assembly polls. The new govt
will take oath at Ramlila Mai-
dan on Thursday. The law and
order in Delhi, however, is di-
rectly handled by the Union
ministry of homeaffairs.

BJP functionary’s defamation
plea against Bharadwaj rejected

New Delhi: A Delhi court on

nal defamation complaint aga-
inst AAP functionary Saurabh
Bharadwayj, citing delay in fi-
lingthe case.

The courtof additional chi-

The court, taking note that
the basic idea behind the princi-
pleof condonation of delay isto
advance the cause of justice, sa
id this principle emphasi:
that legal procedure should sup-
port the pursuit of justice. It al-

ef judicial eha
Mittal dismissed the compla-
int by BJP functionary Suraj
Bhan Chauhan, stating that
the alleged offence took place
in Sept 2018. The court said the
limitation period for filing the
complaint was three years.

It also said that none of the
grounds pleaded by the comp-
lainant to explain the delay
was found to be justifiable.

lows for
causingdelays to be considered.
The court rejected all the fac-
tors cited by Chauhan — the de-
ath of the complainant'’s nep-
hew, the surgery of his wife, and
his father going missing — as
grounds for delay.

“"None of the grounds... is
found to be justifiable. Accor-
dingly, the application is dis-
missed," the court said.
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ALIGARH PHASE-1| NODE
Basic Allotment Rate

AGRA NODE
Basic

Rate —I [_nm.

UPDIC m

T 4005 Per Sq.Mtr. ¥ 2739 Per Sq.Mtr.

Adjacent to: Adjacent to:

= Situated on NH-34 =3 Km from NH-62
(Agra-Delhi, GT Road) (Agra-Bah)

= 82 Km from Yamuna = Adjacent to Agra-Lucknow
Expressway Expressway

= 16 Km from Aligarh Railway = 19 Km from Agra Cantt.
Station Railway Station

= 3 Km from Aligarh Domestic = 22 Km from Agra Airport
Airport

100% 25%

exemption on Rebate on
IBhElsCTE";l?I'LI“Vsé sudadl| e
FRRM;WORK Ut 10% 29

Back-end Discount on

capital subsidy

FACILITIES PLANN

Wide internal roads
Internal Street Lights
24X7 Power supply arangement
Adequate green area

Dedicated Water supply, Drainage & STP
Online application & allotment

*Note:

lumpsum payme

]
7% Back-end capital subsidy for Agra & Aligarh Phase-Il Nodes and 10% Back.

¥ 368.28 Per Sq.Mtr.
Adjacent to:

= 6 Km from National Highway
(NH-27)

= 40 Km from Bundelkhand
Expressway

= 1 Km from State Highway
(SH-131)

= 8 Km from Erach Road
Railway Station

* Apply through

UTTAR PRADESH

DEFENCE INDUSTRIAL CORRIDOR
Invites Applications for
ALLOTMENT OF PLOTS

in Aligarh Phase-ll, Agra, Jhansi & Chitrakoot
for Defence & Aerospace Units

m-_l I_Bulc Allotment Rate

APPLICATION PROCESS
https://niveshmitra.up.nic.in/ ¥

* For MoU, Apply through
) vaesh Sarathi Portal

end capital subsidy for Jhansi &

CHITRAKOOT NOI

¥ 433,57 Per Sq.Mtr.
Adjacent to:

= Situated on NH-731A (Ram
Van Gaman Path)

= 36 Km from Bundelkhand
Expressway

= 18 Km from Chitrakoot
Dham Karwi Railway Station

= 12 Km from Chitrakoot

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Online tender is invited by the
undersigned for the works: “Day to day

e Yender 10 N
R X _1. Document
Download Cloging Date: 17.03.2025
upto 15:00 Hrs. Details may be
dounloaded from elendesubole.n
tive En r. PWD,
Bichanmagar Sociica Sutsion

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
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submission of t
U 1013375024 e 300 P S Tor
Superintending Engineer, South 24-Pgs.
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GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
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E-Jander it e vide NI No_02 of
2024-25 (ES) (2nd Call) for "Setting up
(Gl & tlodtca) of the Sateite
ration Theatres (SEOTs) at
Digiaktul SUsAttder Dk
for detal information
please yisit the Website
www.wbheal

.in
in 56/ CMOH &
Secretary, DA FWs Hooahiy.
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The West BenPal Power Development Corporation Limited
\ 'A Govt. of West Bengal Enterprise)
Corporate Identity No. U40104WB 1985SGC039154
Bakreswar Thermal Power Project
P.O. BKTPP, Dist. - Birbhum, Pin - 731104

Notice Inviting E-Tender

HN&:WI.IM- B Dated: 08.02.2025
No.: L/BKTPP/NIT/E3571/24-25

-m-\pm—Tn e e v o govin Marager - BKTPP,

WBPDOLM mﬁzmm

hllm
Bl g&mu 03:00 PM. Contact

Mr Indranit CMKM
cc bkps@whodel cin For detals

CC &YPP WBPDCL. Iﬂhﬂmllm

The West Beng‘al Power Developmenl Corpommn Limited
of West Bengal
Corporate Identity No. MIMWB!WSSGMI&
Santaidih Thermal Power Statios
P.O. Santaidih Thermal Piant, Dist. - Pumlln, Pin - 723146

jotice Invi
N. wl'ncum»mlu—:sl
NIT No.: WBI

gs .govin by the General
sr wmmuw- In 2 Part bid system
Contract for of Installed
STPS Tender Document Download Start Date: 06.02.2025 from
ld s«mm«m End Date: 01.03. 2025 mlmn 16:00 hrs. Contact:
- 8336003808, E-mall m mondai@wbpc.coin

1cA T3

rmu

The West Bsnaal Power Development Corporation Limited
Govt. of West Bengal Enterprise)
Corporate identity No. U0104WB19855GC039154

Kolaghat Thermal Power Station
P.O. Mecheda, Dist. Purba Medinipur, Pin - 721137

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL L w“’ L Tl
'ABRIDGED E-TENDER NOTICE - Couper TEE, Vaie tc. fo bl
e-Tender No. 04/WBZA/EOD/2024-2025
The um!etsxxned invites e-] Tender from
cligible for
"Periodical of assorted

water bodies for 12 months and once in
a month of Animals Enclosures at
Harinalaya 200, New Town, Kolkata.
Details can be seen at
https://whtenders gov.in Sd/- Ex-Officio
Director, Harinalaya & Deputy
Conservator of Forests, Urban
Recreation Forestry Division.

The West Benaal Power Developmenl Corporallon Limited
Gowt. of Wost Bengal Enter;
te identi M!MWB\S&SSGDIIBIS!
Kolaghat Thermal Power Station
P.0. Mecheda, Dist. Purba Medmlpuv, Pin - 721137

NIVESH MITRA portal:

Chitrakoot Nodes.

UP EXPRESSWAYS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY (UPEIDA)

2nd Floor, Paryatan Bhawan, C-13, Vipin Khand Gomti Nagar, Lucknow - 226010, Ph.: +91-0522 4004523/27

Website: upeida.up.gov.in, E-mail: upeida.

WEST BENGAL STATE ELECTRICITY
DISTRIBUTION COMPANY LIMITED
{A Govt. of West Bengal Enterprise)
Regd. Offce : Vidyat Bhavan, Block-0), Sector {1 Bidhannagat, Kolkata
N UAOT09WB2007SGCT 3473, wwew.whsedcLin

700091

1) NIT No: muwm/m&msnm Date: of the Divisional
Manager. lﬂll\lnd(.nﬂ:h.n,ﬁ“ll fnlmem\ol’(ml
33/11 kY suby | Division’

Wl mmmmm¢ Date: mmzsumm
Region. Estinated Cost: Rs. 14,64,700/- for the work of Supply,
78 ds;nvwwmmxmmmmmlmwmw
Mvmmmmmmumvmmmmnnuu:mmmmssmwu
3 ib-
mmo RM24PNR/ELEC2024-25/17, Date 19.02.2025 of e Regional Manager,
Estimated Cost: Rs. 14,64,700/- for the work of Supply,
of 33 k¥ 0D type HS Termination Jointing kit and Tapex type Straight
suitable for 33 W 30400 5q mm XLPE e om Lars 3311 1V
T k¥ sab. Dis:North 24 Parganas’

Mr«vylmm
m:qummqm

4) NIT No.: vls&nnmwnm-mmusm DII ILOZJBIS of the

W”‘T Bidhannagar-1I Division. Esti 391,177/ (wmt
work of Erection (M]nnﬁmwvmhvﬁ|ZkV3$0MVAW1150NMmd
lmdwmmmmmmmr%mmum hldmulnll[ﬁm)m&"

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
TENDER NOTICE

The Exscutive Engneer BIS Division
Invites on percentag
TENDER, vide wsum.m/ws/mv
20{e)/2024-25 of Executive
Engmeev/ﬂvdhlm\i.mr Municipal
Services Division. for the wark 1
“Annual maintenance and upkeeping of
garden/green verge over existing left
side embankment (at Sait Lake side)
from ch. 0. 00 m of Eastern
Drainage. Channel under Salt Lake
Drainage Sub-Division of BMS Division,
Salt Lake, Kolkata - 700091 (Tender Id
2025_UDD_815114_1). Tender
Amount: Rs. 13,34,900.00, Date of
publicaion s on: 19/02/2025 at 1100
submission end date is on
07/0/2035 upto 17:00 Hrs.
documents can be seen btained from
the websit nders.gov.in
Ditated formanas oo alsobe seenin
rhe site

ok ehrbanservies.gov.n and office
Notice 8oard of idhanpagar Municipal
Services Division, Nirman Bhawan, Sait
Lake, Kolkata-700091, Sc/- Executive
Engineer, Bidhannagar Municipal

3B/ cation
[P na,uhmmmmuuuvwmmwmga -l Divison
[

022025 of the Regional
Reton stmaed ot B 1086120 i e wrk of Thorough
mpllhmﬁmmemmdlmumdmwﬂwy work of Jhargram ((C office

6) NITNo: WBSE] ING/ELEC/E-TENDER/24-25/1370, Date: 12.02.2025 of the
Dlvslons Manage. oymagar Divklon Etinatd Gt Rs. 84726118 o the ek of
Laig o 2K 1KY 30050 mm XLPE U

ICA. T3448(3)/2025

GOVERNMENT OF WESY BENGAL
-TENDER NOTI

e-Tenders are lnvlle by the
Superintendent of Pollce, Bangeon
Police District on behalf of the Governor
of West Bengal from authorized

mail.com, ceo.eida-up@go

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

st Bengal Medical Services
cnmmuan ud. s imiting electronic

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PW.0. e-QUOTATION NOTICE

Publcation of e-NiQ No.: WEPWD/EE/
JED/NIQ 21e/Q of 2024

or o
ad doring offic
5415 THAKUR, EE/ED/IALPAIGURY

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PW.D TENDER NOTICE

pMurshidabad

Executive Engineer,
Divis Dee.imema

sion, Social Sector,
online e-Tender f

Repairand renovation of Tolet Blockaat
Saktipur BPHC, nga-il Block,
Mumhidatad. Eotimated ount e

e
0: s WvBPW. 816925 1. oNIT No
WBPWD/5S/EE/MSD/eNIT-21/2024-
2025 (2nd Call). Bid Submission Start
Date (onl me| ;
Submission Closing
03/03/2025, Corrigandum if any wi
publshed n webska onk. Detals of
AT, 30d Tenger documents may be
dow om

5d/- Executive Engineer, Murshidabad
Division, Social Sector, PW. Dte.
ICA- T3528(32025

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Varehoise of v e detait
indicated in below:

Particulars: Security Services for a
warehouse of L 8id Ref. No.
WBMSCL/NIT-124/2025, Dated-
12/02/2025. Last date of submission of
onfine bid: 07/03 2

call of the bid reference
no.- WBMSCL/NIT-57/2025 Dated-
16/01/2025), intarested Bidders mey

Submit their bids online 3¢ the website
wwwwbtenders.govin The tender
document may also be dawnloaded

5
W eglyebangls 5w eneral
Manager, WBMSCL & Joint S

the Govt.of Wb,
ICA. T3439(3)2025

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
Notice Inviting E-Tender

. HST/AT-112-
2025/D1/2025/337; DATED 12-02-2025
E-Tender for procurement of drug items
r table-A, for two years from the
date of AOC is Invited from the Bidders
Interested bidders may visit the website
W 2 cs.gov.in” or
* for further

able
o Buror Gt on 11 vaugmmmmmnwnmwuommn
mumx mmmumzw Date: 12.02.2025 of the Reglonal Manager
Howrah Region. Estinated Cost: Rs. 7,75,712.79 for the work of Augmentation of
at Bally 33/11 KV sub-station under Howrah-1 Division

ICA- T3460(1)2026

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
lende -TENDER NOTICE
WBIW/SE/WC-1I/NIT-03e/2024-25

) “Woutarn | | e-Tender is invited by the Executive
or o1l | Engineer, Central Mecharical Divsion.

of | | PHE Ote. on behalf of Gove
& eeinstiam | | West Bengal vide Ref. No. vn[/uvm/
Medintpur under this Circle. Amountput | |eN1T_23/24-25 and 1D:
15. Tender | | 2025_PHED_805312 _1 to 24 for

o rnntm)mwv?!wh::':“: Operation, Guarding and Maintenance

of Kamalnagar WTP, Intake, OHR Site and
028G different PWSS at different Blocks
under Central Mechanical Division,
PH.E. Dte, Dist.-Purba Bardhaman, (Sl
No. 1to 24). Details will be available in
the Website: wbtenders.gov.in &

e last date for
Submission of tender 13,03.2025 upto
10:00 AM. Sd/- The

Last date of snhmtssrun & pidonline s

17.03.2025 up to 16:00 hrs. Sd/- Asish
Dikte: Sumarinianding Enainaer
Westorn Circle-1I, BW Dte.

ICA- T3433(3)2025

tyres, 59 pcs tubes
n.wmﬂmm vehicis of Superintandent
of Police at Motor Transport Section
Bongaon Police District as per details in
the Tender document herein after called
quoted rate, inclusive of packaging.
transportation charges & GST. Eligible
contactor bearing e-Tender Notice no
and Tender ID No. a5 below:- e-Tender
notice no. SPBGN/NIT09/2024-25
dated 17.02.2025. Tender ID :
_WBP_816394_1. Fov details see
website: http://wbtenders.gov.in
Closing date  (Crikne) o870/ 3035 0400
PM. Relevant documents may be
wnioaded on line from 17.02.2025

details. 8id submission start date
(online): 25-02-2025, Bid submission
closing date (online}: 10-03-2025, Bid
opening date lonImEI 10-03-2025.
Sd/-D.0.H.. (E&S), W.

- 134401312025

E-Tenders in

al htps/wblenders.gov.n by the General
s e e

years Maintenar fender Document Download Start Date: 10.02.2025
Date: l . Contact Person:

. The West Ben?al Power Development Corporation Limited
cafpor;ll ldenll No. umwaisasseomm

andel Thermal Power Station
P.O. Tribeni, Dist

lom\l! invited at hitps://wbtenders.
choe Agerin mm)%'mm

owned by
Document Download mmmzwmm
asozzusmsuomw

ITPS, Contracts. Phone:

El\d

E:w,
\mzwmz/zw E-mail: contract. Lcon
P gl

Lawyers from
district courts
to skip work
today too

New Delhi: Bar
Council of India filed
objections on
Wednesday to the
draft Advocates
(Amendment) Bill,
2025, with the Union
ministry of law and
justice. It claimed that
the bill would have
serious implications
for the legal
profession.
Meanwhile, lawyers
from the district
courts of Delhi have
decided to abstain
from work on
Thursday as well. The
bar council, in the
letter filed by
chairman Manan
Kumar Mishra,
claimed that two
rounds of discussion
were earlier held with
govt and an apparent
consensus was
reached over key
issues. However, in
the draft publication,
several material
changes have been
made by some
officials and the
ministry of law, BCI
alleged. “The very
concept of autonomy
and independence of
the bar is attempted
to be demolished by
this draft. Lawyers
throughout the
country are agitated,
and strong protest is
bound to occur if such
deliberate and
draconian provisions
are not omitted or
ended

immediately. The
lawyers of Delhi
district courts have
already gone on
strike, and this protest
is likely to spread
throughout the
country if no positive
from the

|
The West Ben&a Powue'rw[)'o;\‘:gl:‘%r:en\ C':rporalion Limited

Corporate dentity No. UAD10AWE1985SGC039154

s Lol Project
PO B BKTPP, Dist. - Birbhum, Pin - 731104

PM. Contact Indranil Chakraborty, Dy. General Manager-
CC ﬁkTPP WBPDCL. Mobile : 8373055604. E-mail: cc. Dktpt@lbpﬂ\gn&&n
 la ICA- T3558(3/2025

ministry is made
soon,” BCI claimed
further. The draft was
made public on Feb 13
for comments. T

Rai: Give report
on role of AAP

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
ENDER NOTICE

creier 15 Eoted oy The Esirutin
Enover, Mechaniealteciical Oton

Berhamy vide Ref. No
wemzn/[:/mzm/meﬂ 40 OF 2024
25 nd Tende
2025 pneo 8077!7 1 m 12 lay

and

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
€TENDER NOTICE

e-Tender is invited by the Executive

Engineer, Asansol Mechanical Divn.,

PH.E. Dte. on behalf of Governor of
est Bengal vide Ref No

WBPHED/EE/AMD/NIeT-46 of 2024-

2025 and D: 2025_PHED_810083_1
der Asanst

mmmpo«mlu Dstrict, o [roviding

o diferont W/S Scheme. Last probid
Submission of Technical and Financial
Bid (online): 20.02.2025 upta 10:00
M. Dated of Opening technical
proposal (online): 24.02.2025 after|
11:00 AM. NB: All others of the above
NIeQ will remain unchanged. All details
can be seen from the website:
http://wbtenders.gov.in &
www.whphed.gov.

n_ea o)

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

8id ref. no.:- WBMSCLI/NIT-136/2025,
Dated - 17,

wsuppLy & DEGVERY. OF OO DIFFERENT

ELECTRICAL SPARE PAR

CONSUMABLES FOR SWAS swnsmu

Central Mechanical Division, PH.E. Dte.
jcA T77i028]

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

“E-TENDER FOR PROCUREMENT OF
COMPACT COLOR DOPPLER
ULTRASOUND UNIT WITH TRANSDUCER
& NEEDLE PROFILING SOFTWARE FOR
CTVS DEPARTMENT- In Medical Colloge
& Hos, plli’; Kolkata-73 Vide
NCHETEN/AT7] Dated 13.02.2005,
The reputed companies/ direc
importers/ authorized distributors/

Gte o uebrmiaion of e fodleaEs
27/02/2025 up to 3:00 .M. the tender
document can be dot

w. wbmsc.

weww.wbtenders. gov.in

157052035 ot 01250 P, Cloriication

requests, If any may be sent to

cpee@wbmsc.gov.in Sd/- General
BMSCL, Joint Secretary to

Mechamul Dwman. PHE. Dte. For
ils visit website
hnzsﬂ e gouin The last date
submission of tender is 25-02-2025 upto
16.00 hrs. Sd/- Executive Engineer,

Asansol Mechanical Division, PHE Dte.
1CA. 3471312025

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
ABRIDC

ED TENDER NOTICE
Tender . WBPHED/EE/MAAD/
NieT_04 (2nd Call) of 2024-2025

Tender ID- 2025_PHED_810894_1 to

025_PHED_810894_2

ICA-

34
Website htt leblendeﬂjnv in &
“www.whheal
00 oy Soriner dstals oia

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
TEN

€-N.J. T. No.- WBIW/SE/GCOC/NIT- 22.03.25. 54/~ Medical Superintendent
07(e)/2024-2025 Cum Vice Principal Medical College &
On behalf of ", West Bengal, Hospitals, Kolkats
s invited by the ICA-MZ(JMI
mntncmvls LRRECAERE W GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
; Desiliation of
Management umv for alength of 6000 ABRIDGED e-TENDER NOTICE
= Chunal Main o NIET' wmt/wuu OF 2024-25 [GR
within Ward no. 144 of XMC to fender 1D for Grl to Xkt

Baulatpor within Block Bishnupur P&
Thakurpukur, Dist- South 24 Pgs. Al

ecessary detalls may be had from
office of the SE/GCDC on all working
days during office hours o in Govt

mz.s_mn_nsm_x To 1) mited
by the undersigned for different works
under Nadia Division, PHE. Dte. Last dt.
of submission of Bid (Online):
07.03.2025, Date of Opening (Oni

2o

https.//wl
B e 2503 2025 from

)i

1003.2025. w} details will be available
t website:
ALHP h.Le.n_ui. gov.in].

su/ Executive Engineer, Nadia

)
5 till 13:00 Hrs |

Sa/- Superintending Engineer, Greater | | B

Calcutta Drainage Circle, | Dte.

ICA- T3434(3y2025

Fingncial Bid (online): - 01/03/2025 up
0 06:00 PM. vemizr invited bv me

indersigned
Meldo arsenic Area w/s Division, ou v
Dee. All detail :
http jlwbum!us,uv in &

bphed.gov.in Sd/- Executive

fnmuef Malda Arsenic Area W/S
Division, PHEDte._ica. Eﬂﬂ‘@ii

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
Tender Notice

e
Principal, NRS Medical College Invites
Tender (NIT No. 61 to 65/2024-25) from
reputed manufacturer/direct
Importer/distributors for supply &
installation of equipments/
Instruments/Chemicals & reagents/
books & journal, Details in websites:-

whtenders.gov.in ov.in
www.nrsme.edu,in Sd/- Principal,
NRSMC .

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

PWD TENDER NOTICE
Online bids are invited for the work
under Tender 1D:
2025_WBPWD_817123 1. For details
please foliow the website:

MET 19 of 2024-25 for Chll Work of
Demolition & Reconstruction of
Boundary w:u ki Sl (Paret)

{Back Side
nmduum« ark 1) Lask ot of
of Tender is 25/02/2025 up
"B.m. For_ detal, logan 1o
httpsi//whtenders.gov.in &
54/ Executive

Engineer, IcA Tasso(zy2023

‘www.whtenders.gov.in Sd/- EE, PWD,
Malda Electrical Division.
GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL =
Ld.
l‘szv\l“ of West Bengal Undertaking)
“Shilps Bhavan' 31, Black Bum Lane, | - W YN AN
m;‘:’i‘j 012, ENDUM <t

WBSIDCL Invites e-Tender bearing no, origendum published for NieT No.

1stC pul
zz/zou Z025/SE/SWC/WBPHED (20
Call for 2) of the

ica-

Kolaghat Thermal Power Stati don
P.0. Mecheda, Dist. Putba ummpur Pin - 721137

submission cmun. Bata mmm:)
10.03.2025 upt

Corgerauen i any wil be Gublshea i
website only. Details of NIQ and tender

documents may be downloaded from
hmssllwhl;mrs gov.in S6/- E.E., CED,

JcA- T90(2y2025 |

The West Ben?al Powav Developmenl Corporation Limited

fest Bangal Enterprise)
Corporate laenmy no U40104WB19855GC039154
Bandel Thermal Power Station
P.O. Yribenl Dm - Hooghly, Pin - 712503
ender

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENG,
/ABRIDGED TENDER NOTICE
NleT No. 47/8D of 2024-25
Vide Memo No. 357/BD dt.05.02.2025
Tender reference. no.
387_BD_NleT_a7 of 2024_25,
Tender 1D: 2025_PHED_811263_1
Tender invited by the undersigned for
urement of Chemicals & giassware

sat Division, PHE Dte. (2nd
ol Closing dave of subrision of botn
Technical and Financial bid (online)=
21.02.2025 at 1,00 P.M. Details of
Tender document and Its related

Engmoev Soulh 24-Pgs. W/S Circle,
PHE. Dte. for date extension. Details
will be available In the website

The last date

* submision of esder Is extended

‘tend
umo 10/02/2024 ugto 00 M. 54/- e
Sugrintending Engineet. South 2

any)

obtained from the office of the

Executive Enginser, Barasat Division,
H.E.Dte.

'd Date: 25.
Dy. General Manager (Engg.), BTPS,

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
WEST BENGAL HIGHWAY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LIMITED
(A Wi West Bengal

iholly Owned Company of Govt.

inviting Quotations (NIQ) 2ND Call
Quotation m.m\u Mo WBHDCL/IT/ENIQO1_2ND CALL/2024-2025 &
Tandar 1012028 WIHDC 8188124}

Onfine tender s invited by the N:wlmlhis Days
undersigned for the works: "Annua after it lost to BJP in
Maintenance Contract of Elecrcal . The West Benqal Power Developmem Corporallon Limited [ Tc::;,ymm .
Administative Training nsiut, Bock concluded state polls,
o Ident No uwmwamssacmsw >
s Sl B ] o Kelaghll Thermal Power Stati AAP sought a detailed
el Nn: -96/2024- 25 & -: Tender 1D No. hed: st. Purba undimpul Pln 721137 review report on the
202 role of all office
bearers in each
downtoaded from etender,wb. nic.in assembly
d/- E E , PWD,
am{.mn';ﬁ:r"s‘é:ﬁ,ax nu.sm' consmuency during
ICA- T35233) the elec
Ina meemng with
GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL state office bearers
PWD TENDER NOTICE and i who
Division, Saheed Mangal Pandey Saran, Were assigned
Midnapore, Paschim Medinipur, Pin- <. The West BenFnl Power Developmenl Corporuuon Limited I
721101 invites online e-NIQ 04 of 2024- N of West Bengal Entes responsibilities in the
25 fortheworkof Conducting fbaund Corparate m«my No. uamu;wms«;ssacmm election, AAP state
ammer test, Pulse velocity test, Half- kreswar Thermal Power Proj i
cell Potential Test and Core cutting Test PO.BRTPP. Dist. - Birbhum, Pir - %‘361'104 convener Gopal Rai
of Khukur Daha Bridge at 9.90 Km. of Notice Inviting E- Tm directed the
Panskura Ghatal Road (SH-04), under | pof No . WBPDCL /Tend- 131 " “presidents” of
Midnapore Highway Division, ——,—;W————“"m WBPDCL /BKTPP/NIT) 34-25 assembly
oo me toa oot | [E-Toenn ormat are invied at constituencies to
2024-25 in the district af Paschim | |-BKTPP, """‘?""I""‘/ submit the report
Meiraisus, Tender 1o ; “““mm WS ok 28 within 10 days.
WEPW 16627 Bl
submission start date (anline) Ina press statement
21.02.2025 at 02.00 PM. Bid submission after the meeting, Rai
end date (online): 26.02.2025 at 430 said the office bearers
P.M. Corrigendum if any will be and other party
iblished in the website. Details of NIT
::d tender Eu:;lc.u'nmu may be Th9 West m?:gﬂwﬁfwmyiﬂpmm Comor CUNEN | functionaries gave a
downloa i, of West Beng detailed description of
m(p;,//wnqndm,wmn & ofi.c- 0
te. 3
= 1CA- TI00Y2825 “The experiences of
all participants in this
= election, along with
T g G s thersuggestonsfor
Engineer, 'ﬂ“lﬂ'“ mummmmﬂ' the future, were
Berh PHE. Dte vide Rel i
wapi?.?‘r’s’?msna/quzs e et o e o e discussed. Based on
(5. No.1) and Tender 10 Dy. this, it was decided
2025_PHED_ nmssz 2 (he-Tender) that before initiating
Mr;;lwmsu_'m'wuwlw ast ‘ the restructuring
mission of Technical and Financia f the
n 2 M s Hiveess.oy
8 (oloe) 132,203 upte €000, The West Ben?al Powe wef,’:,’f&“’"‘ C?rporanon Limited orgaNsatan, eview
{online):17.02.2025 aiter 400 M. Corporate Ident ,v No. U40104WB19855GC039 report on the role and

responsibilities of all
declared office
bearers in the election
will be submitted by
all assembly
presidents to the
party's state office
within the next 10
days,” he added.
AAP's Delhi convener
said the findings
would be discussed
with the party's
national convenor
Arvind Kejriwal,
following which top
performers would be
honoured, while those
who played a negative
role would be engaged
in discussions. All
state vice-presidents,
including Jitender
Singh Tomar, Jarnail
Singh, Rajesh Gupta
and Kuldeep Kumar,
were present at the
meeting, along with
members of the state
executive, district
district

WBHOCL supply
T Inctalation o IT perionerols st WBHDCL Ofice Sulding st Dr. Oeoar
fahamnan Road, Loke Gartens, Kolkata 700033, Sd7- Director Administration
WBHDCL

hours orln website -

sddrase: WAHDCL Sullding, O, Deodar Rehamen Roed, Lake

in
by Ty et
Division, PHE Dte.

ca-rar0yieas
L

gov.in and
Mnn //‘Clbtlnd.ﬂ..ﬂv in on and after 20-02-. :ozs

ICA- nusums
————a

secretaries, assembly
presidents, assembly
organisation
secretaries, among
others. ™
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Helmetless Bikers:
Traffic Problem No.

Tops Vlolatlons Reported By ‘Traffic Praharis’

New Delhi: A new complaint
Pops up with a beep: “No hel-
met”. It is tagged with location
and vehicle details. Seconds la-
ter; one on “illegal parking” ar-
rives, The officers click, ve

TRAFFIC OFFICER SAYS

The Traffic Prahari app
lets citizens file
cumplnints in

isn't just about civie duty any
longer — it comes with cash in-
centives. In Sept last year, four ci-
tizens were recognised for vigi-
lance on the road, having toget-
her filed 15% of the complaints
received in six months. The top
i 5762

rejector for
Thequeue never stops growing.
The numbers keep ticking.
This is inside Delhi Traffic
Police's control room, where a
giantLED screen beams live fe-
eds from CCTV cameras
across the city. Officers sit in
rows, eyes glued to their moni-
tors, fingers tapping away as
they sift through an endless
stream of complaints — not
fromenforcement cameras but
from Delhiites themselves on
the Traffic Praharimobileapp.
In the six months between
Aug 8, 2024 and Jan 31 this year,
over 22,000 trafficrule violations
were reported on the app. After
verification, around 9,941 were
deemed as necessitatingaction.
It turns out that Delhi
most pressing traffic trans-
ions for the citizen praha-
aren't high-speed es or
reckless signal jumps. The top
offences are more mundane.
Nearly threefourths of the
9,941 accepted complain!
about two helmetles:
and illegal parking. There were
5274 cases, 53.1% of the comp-
laints, about two-wheeler users
not wearing helmets, Close be-
hind were parking violationsat

ard

2,169 complaints (21.8%), cons-
tituted of 1,155 cases of impro-
per parking and 1,014 of vehi-
cles parked on footpaths.
Driving against the traffic
flow, a dangerous yet common
sight on Delhi roads and com-
monly called ‘wrong-ide dri-
ving, accoun-
ted for

2 TIMES Special

ses, received Rs 50,000 as reward.
econd-my tive user log-
ged 560 complaints and bagged
Rs25,000. The rewards for thesix
months after Sept last year will
be given out soon.

Satya Vir Katara, additional
commissioner of police, Imfﬁc
headquarters, sai "h -affi
Prahari app lets citizens l‘ls-
complaints in real-time, with da-
te and time automaticall
ded from their d(~\ iL

toh then veri-
fies the

while 690 cases
were related to defective num-
ber plates. Complaints about
triple riding on two-wheelers
numbered 317. While zig-zag
driving and red light jumping
are major causes of accidents,
only 16and 3 . respective:
1y, of these were reported. Ex-
perts believe this is because
most red-light violations are
caught by enforcement came-
as rather than citizen re-

rts
Surprisingly, only onecomp-
laint was registered for over-
charging by taxis—a number
thatseems oddly low for the city.

complaints

and decides whether to take ac-
tion. Traffic police can’t be pre-
sent at every location, so some
violators think they can dodge
scrutiny and the CCTV cameras.
But there are lakhs of Delhiites
keepingan eye on such people.”

Theofficeradded, “Whilethe
top complaints are about hel-
metless riding and parking, all
reports about zigzag driving or
any less common offence are al-
so welcome. There is only one
consideration. Sometimes the
angle of a photograph can be
tricky, so every Prahari is requ-
ested to click offences with the

Filing traffic

properang]

Without Helmet

OTHER COMPLAINTS

Dangerous/Zigzag Driving | 16

Violating Yellow Line | 10
Without Seat Belt | 8
Communication Device* | 8
Red Light Jumping | 5
Overcharging by TSR/Taxi | 1

“Use of Hand-Held
Communication Device
While Driving

Note: Traffic Prahari
challans From Aug 1, 2024,
to Jan 31, 2025

LAl i

wrong:side driving [N o2+
oefective Numberplate [N 690
violating Stop Line [ 519

Triple Riding 2-Wheeler [N 317

that fulfil the

DOING YOUR BIT TO MAKE ROADS SAFER

TRAFFIC PRAHARI initiative allows citizens to report traffic violations in Delhi via an app
1. Every second complaint was about riding without a helmet

improper Parking [ 155
parking on Footpath (GG 1,014

Total Approved
Complaints

5274

2. You can
become a traffic
prahari too
Download the app
on Android or i0S
Check report
offence
Click the picture
or record the
video
Select offence

Enter vehicle
number, address,
time, and date,
which are
auto-filled, and
comment

Press send

> Notice under Section 133 of

Motor Vehicles Act, 1988, issued

by Delhi Traffic Police to registered
owners of offending motor vehicles,
requiring them to furnish details of

> Violator is
provided the option
to compound the
offence within a
stipulated time

involved in the violation

the driver of the vehicle allegedly

period

> If the violator does not
respond, a court challan is issued
against the registered owner of
the offending motor vehicle and
sent to the court for initiating
further legal proceedings under
relevant provisions of law

Renovated
RSS office
inaugurated

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Rasht Sway-
amsevak Sangh chief Mohan
Bhagwat on Wednesday inau-
gurated the organisation’s re-
novated office — Keshav Kunj
— in Jhandewalan here and
said it has been transformed
to renect the Sangh's growth

Union _

ministers Amit
Shah and Rajnath Singh, and
BJP president J P Nadda were
among the dignitaries pre-
sum along with RSS functio-
s like Dattatreya Hosa-
b'ale and Pawan Jindal.

Speaking at the ‘Pravesh
Utsav’, Bhagwat emphasized
the necessity for RSS volunte-
ers to match the grandeur of
the new facilities with their
ded ion and purity
work. “Keshav Kunj ha
transformed to reflect
growth and vision of the
Sangh,” Bhagwat said and ur-
ged volunteers to ensure that
their efforts align with RSS's
ambitions to position India as
agloballeader.

The renovation project,
completed over eight years at
a cost of nearly Rs 150 crore,
includes three 13-storey to
wers named Sadhana, Prera-
na, and Archana. The comp-
lex is equipped with modern
i ikeanauditorium,
anOPDhospital, and
facilities for sustainable ener-
gyand waste management.

Religious leader Govind-
devG Maharajlinked the
day’'s celebrations with the
birth anniversaries of RSS
ideologue MS Golwalkar and
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj

in

NTBCL shareholders
to move SC against
order to scrap DND toll

Shafaque.Alam
@timesofindia.com

Noida: Nearly 200 sharehol-
ders of Noida Toll Bridge
Company Limited (NTBCL)
on Tuesday discussed the Su-
preme Court judgment that
scrapped toll on the eight-la-
ne DND Flyway and decided
to challenge the order. In Jan,
NTBCL also filed a review pe-
tition in the Supreme Court,
which is sub-judice.

The apex court, in its or-
der on Dec 20, 2024, upheld an
Allahabad high court’s 2016
decision barring NTBCL
from levying toll charges on
commuters, citing concerns
over “excessive” user fees
anddirectingthat the costsof
the flyway project be audited

The toll, originally char-

(‘d by NTBCL since the fly-
inauguration in 2001,

Vi subjectof contentionas
residents complained of poor
road conditions, including
potholes and dysfunctional
streetlights, despite ongoing
toll collection.

A 2016 petition by Federa:
tion of Noida Resident We
re Associations (FONRWA)
that led to the high court’s de-
cisionclaimed NTBCLhadal-
ready recovered its project
costs—around Rs408crore
multiple times over.

NTBCL, however, conten.
ded that it had not recouped
itsinvestment, citingfinanci-
al difficulties exacerbated by
cessation of toll collection.

In the meeting on Tues-
day, some shareholders ex-

pressed concerns that the co-
urt’s decision ignored initial
financialshortfallsduetolow
trafficand the Noida Authori-
ty’s failure to grant develop-
mental rights promised un-
der the concession agree-
ment, asource said.

‘Over 50,000 retail inves-
tors hold nearly 61% s
of the company. Some shar
holders, representing over
10% of the public holding of
the company, expressed their
concern regarding the reve-
nue-generating capability of
the company and consequ-
ently their investment-
...They said the concerns of
the ordinary shareholders
need to be presented and ta-
ken into account by the apex
court,” an NTBCL statement
said.

Shareholders proposed to
form a common forum to re-
present the interest of retail
investors in the court proce:
dings and ensure their writ-
ten representations are su
mitted to relevant authoriti-
es to safeguard their inter-
ests. They also proposed to
file petitions in the Supreme
Court elaborating their con-
cerns and seeking interven-
tion with regards to their in-
terest.

An estimated 1.5 lakh ve-
hicles used the flyway daily
before the toll was scrapped
h cars requiring to pay Rs
28 for a single trip and anot-
her Rs 56 for a return journey.
After the flyway became toll-
free, daily traffic increased to
over2lakh vehicles.

Ringing in relief: Crime branch op seizes 305
stolen phones, restores 216 to rightful owners

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: For most people,
a stolen phone is gone for go-
od, alossaccepted withasigh
of resignation. But for 216 in-
dividuals, the Delhi Police
crime branch has defied ex-
pectations, pulling off a re-
markable feat that has bro-
ught relief and joy to those
whothought their phones we-
relost forever.
As part of their ‘Opera-
tion Track Back’,
branch recovered
phones worth over Rs 3 crore.
Of these, they managed to
find the owners of 216 phones
and returned their devic
them in a special gathering
organised in central Dethion
Wedne: 2
According to special com-
missioner Devesh Sr
va, this was one of the initia-
tives to connect with citizens
“Recognising the inci-
dents of mobile phone theft
inDelhi-NCRand theassocia:
ted risks to citizens' personal
data and security, the crime
branch launched the opera-
tion with the tag line, ‘retur-
ning happiness to the citi-
zens'. We have made a signifi-
cant breakthrough in track-
mumlrecmenm.alnlmmnd
lost phones,” Srivastava said.
“The mm,mw aims to

Lane driving enforced on
3 key stretches in Noida,
335 fined on first day

vingat three major
dabout near Amity Universi

near Dalit Prerna Sthal
address frequent snai
ting norms will be

day evening, traffic cops said.

theirlanes there only.

OPERATION TRACK BACK

Objective
» To recover stolen mobile
phones and ensure their
return to rightful owners
Result | 216 mobile phones
restored to owners

after verification

About the Op

» Op launched keeping in
mind incidents of mobile
phone theft in Delhi-NCR

» Associated risks to citizens'

4
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Returning hgl

Jan 10 | Crime branch
recovered 195 phones worth
over 2 crore from a receiver
of stolen phones

Jan 30 | Crime branch seized

seized by crime
branch from
aseller of
stolen phones

Q

er. On Feb 10, the branch con-
fiscated 52 phones from a sel-
lerof stolendevices.

Restoring the devices to
theirowners wasnot easy. Ac-
cording to additional com-
missioner Sanjay Sain, many
phones were either locked or
completely drained, rende-
ring the task challenging.
“There were a large number
of recovered devices and lin-
king these phones to the re-
gistered FIRsand lostreports
required meticulous effort:
But the team did a remarkab-
lejob,” Sain said.

Feb 10| 52 phones | drained of battery

| » Linking these phones to registered FIRs

and lost reports required meticulous effort
> Verification process of more
mobile phones still on

provide relief to innocent
victims who suffer distress
duetothelossortheftof their

valuable mobile devices. Be- mon people,” he

added,

Recently, the crime branch carried out several
operations against smuggling networks and
seized a large number of phones. On Jan 10,
they recovered 195 mobile phones worth over
Rs 2 crore from a receiver of stolen phones
sides solving heinous cases,

these are small steps which
canrestore happiness tocom-

Recently.  the crime
branch carried out several
operations against smugg-
ling networks and seized a
large number of phones. ()n
Jan10, they recovered 1
bile phones worth over
crore from a receiver of sto-
lenphones. OnJan30, they se
ized 58 stolen phones worth
over Rs 1 crore from a suppli-

personal data and security A stolen phone being returned to its owner The process involved
rompted an organised T using a combination of tech-
System t track ack 58phonesworth | Challenges nical tools and investigative
over ﬂ_crore from | » details was particularly

Source of returned phones ~ a supplier | most phones were either locked or IMEI analysis, according to

sources. A team of police offi-
cers spent several hours
tracking IMEInumbers, FIRs
and new numbers of phone
users whose stolen devices
they had recovered.

This laborious task requi-
red the team to sift through
reams of data, cross-ch-
ecking details and following
up on leads to identify the
rightfulownersof therecove-
red phones.

Despite the complexity
and time-consuming nature
of the task, the team mana-
ged toreunite the stolen devi-
ces with theirowners.

(@surporTeD BY)

“They willnot

ters to adhere to the traffic rules and traffic

T wdua e
Noida: Traffic police implemented lane dri- DMI D i MR
etches - Charkharoun-
rdens Galle- Tuition fee as scholar support (%)
ria Mall to Film City, and Bird Feeding Point CATIXATIMATICMAT General POST GRADUATE DIPLOMA
a %o nemvedcmoory
Those found viola- 90 porcantie P 200 IN
ed a fine of Rs 2,000. MANAGEMENT (PGDM)
Around 335 challans were challaned for >80 ntile 75 100
changing lanes at these stretches till Wednes- e (2025'27)
>70 percentile 50 7%
DCP (traffic) Lakhan Singh Yadav said Eligibitiey
that banners with information on the new ru- >60 percentile 2= ) Mk & kb & o, Yo o) 5w}
les have been placed nearly 100m ahead of the ) o = x::_l'"" Do B R (AN for 5/ ST/
stretches, advising commuters to switch to 250 percentile « Final year pra—
Valid score in CAT/ XAT/ GMAT/ CMAT/ MAT for 2025-27
toc AL LEARNING admissions.
the ‘no lane changing zone.’ Police la\ms are A]s() 30% of the academic programme is on-site hands-on experiential
deployed to ensure compliance. We advise commu- learning
gns,
the DCPsaid. PLACEMENTS A e

orchallans will be issued to them,”

Hewentontoexplain that vehiclessudden-
ly switching lanes leads to multiple issues at
Insuchasituation, the
drivers may not have enough time toreact, lea-

key locations, adding, *

dingtoaccidents.” mw

Traffic cops
help recover
two stolen
vehicles

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Though their pri-
mary role is managing traffic,
traffic cops played a crucial ro-
le in recovering two stolen sco-
oties in separate incidents this
week. The recoveries were ma-
de in Kotwaliand Bhajanpura.

On Feb 17, ASI Anoop from
Kotwali Traffic Circle was on
towing duty near Red Fort
when he came across an unat-
tended scooty that was impro-
perly parked. The vehicle was
towed away as per the protocol.
Inusual cases, cops would have
waited for the vehicle owners
to arrive and take it back. But
Anoop did not waste even a day
and started verifying the vehi-

vehicle was for S
from Gandhi Nagar; Shahdara.
“The officer swung intoac-
tion and informed the autho-
ASI Anoop from Kotwali
Traffic Circle came across
an unattended scooty
which later was found to
be stolen from Gandhi
Nagar, Shahdara. The
next day, head constable
Kuldeep and DCP Rohit
caught a vehicle that was
stolen from Sadar Bazar

rities concerned about it. The
scooty was subsequently han-
ded over to the local police for
further investigation,” said a
senior traffic police officer.
The next day, on Feb18, he-
ad constable Kuldeepand DCP
Rohit were on duty at
bad Road in Bhajanpur
they stopped a scooty carry-
ing two boys and a girl. As so-
onasthe vehicle was intercep-
ted, the suspects attempted to
evade the check, which raised
spicion.
“While the two boys fled,
the driver was caught. Within
24 hours, we got the details of
the bike verified. Upon verifi-
cation, the vehicle was confir-
med as stolen from north Del-
hi’s Sadar Bazar. The local po
lice were informed and the ve-
hicle handed over to
them,” said another officer.
In both the cases, further
probe ison to identify and nab
theaccused

@
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Light rain likely today, western disturbance may
lead to drop in temperature over next two days

Jatin Kumar

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: The city is likely to
see light rain towards late Wed-
nesday night and Thursday mor-
ning under the impact of a wes-
terndisturbance, IMD has predic-
ted.Theairquality on Wednesday
improved tomoderate levels.
According to the weather
analysts, the Himalayan region
may see light snowfall, which
will also impact the city’s tem-
perature for a few days. Thus,
the maximum temperatures is
expected tofallon Thursday and

rylight rain on Wednesday night
and Thursday morning. There is
achance of snowfall on the hills,
duetowhich maximum tempera-
tures will begin to fall from
‘Thursday onwards, and the mi-
nimum temperature will fall on
Friday. The temperatures will ri-
se again after 34 day: id Ma-
hesh Palawat, vice-chairman of
climate change and meteorology
at Skymet.

According to IITM's early
warning system (EWS), Thurs-
day will see a generally cloudy

Six Of Family Injured After
Blaze At Nangloi Building

Man Critical, Ensured W|fe And Kids Leapt To Safety

Devanshi.Mehta@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Six members of afamily
were critically injured after a fire
engulfed their home in west Delhi’s
Nangloi on Monday.

Trapped by flames with noescape
route, four of them were forced to
Jjump from their second-floor balco-
ny. Pankaj (40), the family’s sole bre-

theminimumon Friday. The im-
pact of the western disturbance
will remain for 3-4 days.

On chnusday. both the maxi-
mum and
res saw a slight dip. The city expe-
rienced a partly cloudy day with
moderate winds reaching up to 6
to 8 kmph from westerly and so-
uth-westerly directions in the
morning hours, and 1012 kmph of
cool north-westerly winds in the

Flowers in full bloom at Lodhi Garden in New Delhi on Wednesday

afternoon, and 810 kmph of so-
uth-easterly winds in the evening.

The i temperature
atthecity’s base station, Safdar-
jung, was 28.4 degrees Celsius,
four notches above normal, and
close to the 28.8 degrees recor-
ded a day earlier: The minimum
was10.4degrees Celsius, anotch
below normal. On Tuesday, the

minimum was 13.2 degrees. The
weather department expects
temperatures to dip further
over the next two days.
“Thereisan induced cyclonic
circulation over western Rajast-
han and moisture-laden winds
coming to the city under the im-
pact of the western disturbance.
There are chances of light to ve-

ring the day”.

sky with very light rain and
rizzleinthemorningandafter-
noon as well as “strong surface
winds (speed 20-30 kmph) du-
“The predomi-
nant surface wind is likely to be
from the southeast direction
withawind speed of less than 10
kmph during the morning ho-
urs,” IITM said.
Delhi’s AQI was 180 in the mo-
derate range. [ITM said the AQL
will be moderate on Thursday.

adwinner, ensured his wife Preeti
(40), son Vaibhav (13) and daughter
Pranjal (18) leapt to safety before sa-
ving himself. He suffered 80% burn
injuries and is battling for his life in
the ICU of a private hospital. Preeti,
Vaibhav and Pranjal are critical too.

Pankaj's sister-in-law Kailash
(47) and her daughter Shweta (20),
who live on the first floor, were also
critically injured and areadmitted to
the same hospital. His other daugh-
ter and Pranjal’s twin Panav (18) was

Logon to: ads.timesgroup.com
Tobookyoursd | o Ct: 18001205474 (ol Free) &
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*Your strength, grace, and
unwavering love will
forever be a part of us.”

the only one who managed to escape
tothe terrace.

The family's relatives said a
short circuit near the electrical bo-
ard may haveled to the fire, although
officials said they are still investiga-
ting the cause.

Delhi Fire Serv (DFS) recei-
ved a distress call at pm from Y
Block in Nangloi's Janta Market and
dispatched three fire tenders. It took
nearly two hours to control the blaze,

The fire spread rapidly on the
first and second floors, and thick

TRAPPED BY FLll‘fS

wasn’t tall enough. We were comple-
tely on our own,” recalled Panav.
“My sister was preparing for her
exams, and my brother dreams of be-
coming a viogger. Now they’re all ly-
ingon hospital beds,” she said.
The family was packing fora wed-

na. The house was filled with excite-
ment, and new clothes and jewellery.
And then, in an instant, it was all go-
pad of celebrating, we are
ving for their lives,” he said.

Pankaj’s father Hargobind Lal (78)
said his son didn’t hesitate to put his
family’s life before his own: “He knew
he had to save them first. When smoke
blocked the stairs and the fire was clo-
sing in, he didn’t think of himself —
he pushed his wife and children to
jump. One by one, they made it down.
But by the time he tried to save him-
self, the fire swallowed him. He was in
flames when he jumped.”

With several members of the fa-
mily in intensive care, relatives said
they were struggling financially,

smoke filled every cornerof theirho- ding in Haryana when the fire erup- with no way to pay the hefty me ical
9 o kefilled f theirho-  ding in H hen the fi ith he hefty medical
me, the family said. ted. “We were looking forward to ce-  bills. “My uncle ran a small chips bu-
ANUPAMA “Onesecond, everythingwasfine  lebrating my sister’'s upcoming wed-  siness from home, Now, they have
25.03.1965 - 20.02.2009 and the next, my father was screa- ding. Then disaster struck. and we  nothing—nosavings, noincomeand
ming for us to jump. I thought they  were watchingour home burn,”said a mountain of hospital bills,” said
wouldfollowmeuptotheterrace,but  Yogesh(32), arelative. Yogesh. “If he was admitted toa govt
- the smoke cut them off. They had no “The family was waitingfor Vaib-  hospital, at least we wouldn't be in
Remembered by choice but to jump. Neighbours tried  hav’s exam to get over so they could  this position. We don’t know how we
D.D. Gurbaxani, Kajal, to help with a wooden ladder, but it  leave for our family home in Harya-  willafford this.”
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r | | Frauds
) . ‘ cheat
> target
CHANDAR SAIN LHOT Sincere condolences to our Managing Director of 1L
‘VlA I{A . . Gurgaon:
T
SEPT. 1931 - FEB 2025 Mr Manoj Kumar Jain Mo
(FORMER DIRECTOR INDIAN AIRLINES) A On the sad demise of his father ‘v:;:r:h:rarﬁ;(;:
WITH A HEAVY HEART WE'D LIKE TO INFORM YOU THAT OUR BELOVED private
BADE PA BREATHED HIS LAST BREATH ON 18" FEB. 2025 company
worker by
offering to
LAST R‘ITESX" facilitate a
5:00 PM | THURSDAY, 20" FEB. 2025 personal loan
LODHI CREMATION GROUND, NEW DELHI for him
without any
de ttation.
PRAYER MEETING e
4:00 PM | FRIDAY, 2IST FEB. 2025 cn’:nplainanh
BRIJMOHAN MUNJAL VEDIC KENDRA AUDITORIUM s ooy
B 31/C KAILASH COLONY, NEW DELHI | offering
| personal
IN GRIEF loans ona
s Il at Ud;
SMT. SANTOSH MALHOTRA (WIFE) : ielihaieo
RAKESH & ASHA MALHOTRA (SON & DAUGHTER-IN-LAW) g
VIVEK & SAPNA MALHOTRA (SON & DAUGHTER-IN-LAW) Iopreated
ANUJA & NAVKIRAN JAIDKA (DAUGHTER & SON-IN-LAW) and was
MEENAKSHI & SANJEEV MALIK (DAUGHTER & SON-IN-LAW) gzﬂ:grlﬁ
v RAJ & MOHINI MALHOTRA (BROTHER & SISTER-IN-LAW) J | o . . “Two men met
Shri. Prem Chand Jain " me'n Sector
GRANDCHILDREN H 11and told me
ADITYA, ABHISHEK, SUCHITA, SIDHARTH, AKSHAY, SAIPRIYA, ARNAV & SANAT (14.11.1939-17.02.2025) nl“at'l!plw?s
. . eligible fora
. MALHOTRA, JAIDKA, MALIK & KAPOOR FAMILY = 5 N " el : "
X ) x Our prayers are with him and his family in their hour of grief. :?aiufgg
G o i
said that |
UTHAONI would get Rs
| B 28,000 after
will be held on deductions,”
REMEMBRANCE 5 Thursday, 20th February, 2025, 11AM to 12PM o
IS ebrua 0 id.
SHARING MEMORIES @) sl gyl S el
at Shri Satya Sai Auditorium, Lodhi Rd, Pragati Vihar, New Delhi. collected his
In loving memory of In Loving Memory of Tnkaceount
y LA A y . . : and identity
NI S A TN MR A Ms, Kiveri Chakavarty :: Deep Blue Xpress Ltd. Sealair Freighters International Pvt Ltd detas,
applied fora
(13.03.1950 to 20.02.2024) Senior Music Teacher |°;::| on his
(Retd.) Govt. of Delhi DEED BLUE (“Bs behalf, and
~ ] Your love and care will 1st Death Anniversary Anytime > Anywhero gave him Rs
always stay with us. (20 Feb 2024) L8001 Company
Fondly remembered by Your affectionate nature o st sy i 20]0004 l;v;as
Indrajit (son), and sweet smile still b oniy on‘tel
Momdccm (daughter), < warm our hearts, Will ¥ 25, when
Nibedita (daughter in law), Bittu (grandson) always cherish the beautiful memories. | sl various banks
All near and dear ones approached
— the victim for
In the loving memory of repayment of
the amount,
SHRIPREM PRAKASH AGARWAL MEMORIAM T | M E S T R | B U T E S that he
(30/11/1917-20/02/2012) IN LOVING MEMORY OF N e A e R resisedthat
Those we love don't MRS. SAV!,TRl S.N. KAPUR RATE CARD issued against
goaway, they walk beside 20" Feb. 2009 his name was
us everyday, unseen, — P = of around Rs
unheard ~ but _always 13 fakh.
near, still missed. TOID Capital + NBT (Delhi+NCR! 1295 "The duo gave
Dr Kavita A. Sharma, Shri Vinay Agar- ) =Ll {Dehi-NCR} the victim
wal, Shri Ravindra Govil, Smt. Madhu £ [TOID Fall Run #¥ + NBT e only Rs 20,000
ghadgai/sshr& SaﬂjavsGupltla.l Sgﬁt lY/lm"a Tho llést]og ol FEanbadig a ke oo § THE TIMES OF INDIA (Delhi+NCR) 780 out of the
ynghal/ Sudarshan Synghal ri Manoj =
Kumar, Smt. Malini Jain, Smt. Chitra The moments you shared together. £ [EHETINES OFTROR (Do iHEGN BHANE 200 ;‘:,"‘:'J,ff 3
Mehta, Smt. Vandana Gupta, Shri Neeraj Little moments that make life beautiful. £ | NAVBHARAT TIMES (Delhi+NCR) 595 issued agai
4 St : b4 gainst
Gupta,Shri Kamal Kanwar/Rikhi/Gomti ‘Share them. With Friends. Relatives. Neighbours. %[ THE ECONOMIC TIMES (Delhi+NCR 715 his name and
CUehgies, WS s ook ¥oue e [ SANDHYA TIMES (Delhi) 100 ;"!ma‘?;;“eg
when you share memories, they stay on forever. = n Withee
i i r he size of 320 5q. cm only, » #4 Ful cludes Delh NCR (1ncluding
i Gen Rajesh Kamran (etd) e i T e e oy G i | | et
(14.01.1952 - 16.02.2025) (Delhi &NCR) Inchudes TOI Gurgaon & TO Noida. remaining
15 years later . amount”
DGAFMS and all ranks 2 " " To place an Obituary announcement or Gurgaon
of AFMS family deeply You ever remain in the silence of our memories. rgaon
mourit tha sad demise Remembrance message please call police said.
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Sex assault case:
Kenya has option
to recall envoy

»Continued from P1
“he matter has been
looked into. A waiverof

-

l the person’s diplomatic
immunity has been sought,”
said a govt source, speaking

Gurgaon Lawyer Held For Noida
Boy’s Death In Celebratory Firing

Says Was Drunk Fired Several Rounds In Air To ‘Commemorate’ Friend’s Wedding

on condition of y
An FIR was lodged under the
2012 Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences Act
(Pocso) after the vietim's fa
ther confronted the school
principal and the matter was
taken up with the cops.
Kenya has the option of
recalling the diplomat. As
per Vienna Convention on
Diplomatic Relations, the re-
ceiving state can’t prosecute
diplomats, and their families
also have immunity from
criminal and civil jurisdic-
tion. While diplomats are ex-
pected to act in accordance
with local laws, in the event
of any misconduct, only the
sending state can take action
by recalling the diplomat or

Advitya com
Noida: A 24-year-old Gurgaon
resident, a lawyer by profes-
sion, was arrested on Wednes-
fromawed-

led to the death of a two-year-
old boy: Three police teams are
stillonthelookout forasecond
accused in the case.
Deepanshu, police said, is

the groom's friend and was
perched on the main buggy
next to him while firing into
the air as a mark of celebra-
tionas the baraat made its way
through Aghapur village in
Noida’s Sector 410n Sunday.
DCP (Noida) Rambadan
Singh said the accused was ar-
rested near Sector 47 following

tol from his but it
was not immediately clear if
the bullet, which had pierced
the child’s head, was fired by
Deepanshu. The pistol will
now be sent for forensic analy-
sis, the office)
During the interrogation,
the accused claimed he didn't
remember most of the details
of theeveningbut said hefired
many rounds in the air. Police
said he claimed to be drunk at
the time and had bought a gun
to “commemorate” the event
and flaunt it as a show of pow-
er:Hehidatarelative'splacein
Gurgaon and kept changing
locations within the city.
Aresident of DLF Phase 3,
Deepanshu started practising
in the Gurgaon district court

HID IN KIN'S HO|

AFTER CHILD'S DEATH

W

buggy while firing into the
air as the baraat made its
way through Aghapur village
on Sunday
> He told
interrogators that he s
was drunk at the time (gl
and had bought a gun

to the event

> Cops made first arrest in
the celebratory

firing case on d%
Wednesday, three

days after 2-year-old

Ansh died in celebratory firing
in Aghapur village

> Gurgaon resident and

a lawyer,

arrested near Noida's Secmr
47 following a tip-off

> He was among the two
accused perched on the main

» Deepanshu hid at a relative's
place in Gurgaon and kept
changing locations within the
city after the child died

tion last year from a ate
university in Greater Noida.
Meanwhile, police are on

er man who was firing from
the buggy during the wedding
procession.

searches in Gurgaon, Delhi,
Noidaand other possible hide-
outs for Happ:
DCP Sumit Shukla said. Hap-
py. police said, is also a resi-
dent of DLF Phase3.
Two-year-old Ansh was on
his father’s lap on the third-
floor balcony of their house
overlookingtheroad in Theeke
Wali Gali when a bullet fired by
the two baraatis hit him in the
head. The boy was rushed to
Prayag Hospital, about 2km
y, but bled to death. An FIR
was filed against Happy and
Deepanshu under BNS section
105 (Culpable homicide not
amountingtomurder) and Sec-
tion 30 (contravention of Ii-
cenceorrule)of the Arms Act,
1959 on a complaint filed by

Group Holiday with Flights

AUSTRALIA
The ultimate playground for
« Vour inner adventurer

Ansh’sfather Vikas Sharma.

DU organises
session for
more clarity on
4-yr UG prog

Meghna.Dhulia
@timesofindia.com

waiving hisor her immunity.

India’s space missions and astronomy to
find star billing at Nehru Planetarium

a tip-off. Cops recovered a pis-  after completing his gradua-  the lookout for Happy; the oth- 'eams are conducting

11D - Australian Extravaganza @ ¥ 3 49 000.00pp
Visit: Cairns, Gold Coast & More
Holidays without Flights
60 - Brisbane To Sunshine Coast | 90 - Amazing Queensiand
Visit: Brisbane & Noosa (Self Drive) | Visit: Brisbane, Gold Coast
®¥149200.00pp & Caims @ 2 168 600.00pp

Inclusions: Ex-Delhi Airfare, Hotels, Meals, Insurance,
Visa Fees (For Group Holiday) & Sightseeing as per itinerary.

Anuja. jia.com

Call your nearest store

New Delhi: A gallery at Neh-
ru Planetarium, currently un-
derrenovation, issettofeature
new interactive screens on In-
dia's space missions and deve-

» Nehru Planetarium was
renovated in 2010 during

lopments in the field of astro-
' 1shkvlvluupm|mme

Acccu'dmg to Anurag Aro-
ra, the planetarium's assistant
administrative officer, the up-
dated exhibition will showca-
seadetailed scale model of the
moon, featuring craters, lunar
seas and landing locations of
spacecraft, including the to-
uchdown site of Chandraya-
an-3 in the moon's south pole.
An i i

Games

> 3D was introduced in 2023
» Now, its gallery is

being upgraded

Upgraded version
will have

» More dynamic and
interactive exhibits

» Digital touchscreens
and multimedia displays
» Integration of virtual
and reality

kiosk will provide details abo-
ut historic lunar expeditions,
including Apollo and Luna
missions and contemporary
moon explorations.

Visitors will have access to
comprehensive information
about the Chandrayaan-3 mis-
sion, including its aims, the
Vikram lander and discoveri-
es made by the Pragyan rover.
The exhibition aims to enhan-

» Modernised design
and lighting

The exhibition is
structured into
multiple sections
© Our Universe

@ Sun and Solar System

© Moon
© Starry Night
(5]

cevisitors' lunar
science, space exploration,
and India’s contributions to
Moon exploration.

The gallery will also pre-
sent information about the
moons orbiting other planets,
upiter’s volcanic lo,
rozen Enceladusand
Neptune's intriguing Triton.

Arorasaid that the previo-
us gallery was predominant-
Iy and maintained a
entional approach with
information boards and
physical models. “The new
exhibition area will feature
virtual reality for a more im-
mersive and interactive
experience. Visitors will be
able to engage with space ex-
hibits in a whole new way, en-
hancing their understanding
of celestial bodies, cosmic
phenomena,and the universe
beyond,” he said.

The exhibition has an in-

Observations
O Children Activity Area
© Astronomy and Space
Science India

© Quiz Corner

RENOVATED GALLERY TO OPEN IN JULY-AUG

Walkthrough solar system

troductory exhibit featuring
aholographicdisplay (Peeper
ghost technology) with touch
interface navigation through
space. This section presents
theuniverse'sstructure, from
earth’s position in the solar
system to galaxies and broa-
der cosmic formations. The
solar system and sun section
feature a backlit display il-
lustrating the sun's distinct
regions — photosphere, chro-
mosphere and corona. A
dedicated information sta-
tion presents details about so-
lar composition, sunspots
and cyclical patterns.

Live-in partner, teenaged
contract killer held for
murder of 35-yr-old man

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi Police has
arrested a 19-year-old man
from Punjab in connection
with the murder of a 35-year-
old man at his residence in
north Delhi’s Gulabi Bagh
earlier this month. The vie-

ted contract killer and ha~
beenarrested.

‘The murder took place on
lhc intervening night of Feb

3. Police said the victim's
body, dumped in a drain near
a godown in Roop Nagar, was
discovered on Feb 3 and sent
for post-mortem, which con-
firmed strangulation as the
causeof death.

“The victim was identifi-
ed through fingerprint re-
cords, as his details were avai-
lable in the criminal dossier
due to prior involvement in
several cases. Hisfamily initi-
ally filed a missing person
complaint, stating he left
with two unknown people. We
believe it was an attempt to
mislead the investigation,” a
senior police officer said.

A police team from North
District analysed CCTV foo-
tage, call detail records and
internet protocol detail re-
‘It revealed some su-
travelled from

re the murder and were seen
near the crime scene,” DCP
(North) Raja Banthiasaid.

“Subsequently, a policera-
id in Punjab’s Muktsar Sahib
led to the arrest of the prime
suspect, Bagga Singh. Furt-
her investigation implicated
the victim’s live-in partner in
the plot, leading to her ar-
rest,” headded.

During interrogation, Bag-
ga Singh disclosed that he and
an associate, Gurpreet, who is
absconding, were hired by the
victim’s live-in partner to car-
ryout thekilling.

“The woman admitted to
hiring the contract killer, say-
ingshe wanted revenge for her
16-year-old daughter's death.
She told police that before mo-
ving in with the victim, she
was married and lived with
her daughter: After she moved

in with the victim, she alleged
lly assaulted her
policesourcesaid.

“Whensheattempted tofi-
le a case against him, she
claimed he set her daughter
onfireand staged itasacylin-
der blast, leading to her death
in Aug last year Since then,
she was planning to kill him.
Shegot intouch with the cont-
ract Killer through a relative
in Punjab and contacted him
to carry out the murder,” the
sourceadded.

Police teams recovered
the victim's mobile phone
from Bagga Singh’s posses-
sion. The motorcycle used to
transport the body was also
seized. Efforts are underway
toarrest Gurpreet

Planet exploration occurs
through spherical 3D models
equipped with RFID Ld]).lhllb
ties, providing
toplanetary data. A\n m(emm
ve gravity well installation de-
monstrates planetary motion
incurved space-time.

Othersectionsincludethe
moon (phases and eclipses),
stars (constellations and life-
cycle of a star), astronomical
observations (ancient and
medieval observatories, Jan-
tar Mantar, telescopes), uni-
verse (evolution, expans
and scale of the universe),
children activity area (a to-

uch-screen simulation allo-
wing visitors to create their
ownplaneta tems,anin-
teractive touch table where
users can set a date and loca-
tiontovisualise thenight sky
and build their own space-
craft), astronomy and space
science in India (coverage of
Vedanga Jyotisha, Aryabha-
ta, Varahamihira, Bhaskara
I, Nilakantha, Fathullah
Shirazi, and modern scien-
tists like S. Chandrasekhar
dnd Vainu depmaml amul-

ayer z station with
electromechanical switches
and a digital interface, tes.

ting visitors’ knowledge of
astronomy andspacescience.

Prerna Chandra, pro-
gramme manager of the pla-
netarium, said that the astro-
nomy and space science exhi-
bition is a meticulously de-
signed,  technology-driven
experience that combines in-
teractivemodels, multimedia
displays, experiences,
and hands-on activities to
provide a comprehensive un-
derstanding of the cosmos.
The exhibition aims at offe-
ring a rich, educational and
immersive journey through
the wonders of the unives

New Delhi: Delhi University
held a session for college
principals and department
headson Wednesday toprovi-
de clarity on the Four-Year
Undergraduate Programme
(FYUP) as the first batch of
students prepares to enter
theirfinal year.

The faculty and students
are con regarding the
optional rounh vearof FYUP.

Rama Sharma, principal of
Hansraj College, said, “We had
an online session previously
but today’s in-person meeting
offeredmoreclarity The univer-
sity has ensured that any colle-
gestill uncertain can seek inde-
pendent clarification.”

Sharma emphasised the
advantages of FYUP, particu-
larly its flexibility. “Students
can exit at any stage, depen-
ding on their career choices.
Once teachers, principals and
administrative staff have cla-
rity, students will also unde
stand the structure better

She added, “Today’s stu-
dents are flexible. We will of-
fer quality counselling and
sessionstoensuretheymake
informed choices.”

s <

Connaught Place: 961 9471 251
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Put your thinking cap on
and get ready to debate!
Speak for India is back

Times News NETwork

New Delhi: Get ready t -
al thinking
h your voice
as Speak for India, the count-
ry’s largest debating platform
for college students, is back.

An initiative by Federal
Bank Hormis Memorial Foun-
dation, in association with The
Times of India and Navbharat
Times, it aims to inspire young,
dynamic and passionate college
students from across the count-
rytostepup, voice theiropinions
on issues that matter to lhcm

in learning outcomes for fo-
urth year, following the Feb 10
notification, Amendment to
Ordinance V,which wasappro-
ved by DU's executive council
onJan 17. According to it, stu-
dents can choose from three
specialisation tracks: disserta-
tion writing, academic pro-

and embrace theirr
emakers in the society. It serves
asaplatformtocultivate innova-
tive ideas, bringing together yo-
ungsters with a strong sense of
social responsibility to stand up
for what they believe isright.
The statewide debate compe-
tition will begin soon in Delhi-
NCR, offering college students a

Jjects, and
From semester V, all BA stu-
dents can also choose generic
electives from an open pool,
outside their core disciplines.
But the faculty has questio-
ned the feasibility of integ-
rating the new tracks into
the academic structure. A
third-year student said that
since enrolling in 2022, they
hadn't received a detailed
update on the fourth year.

unique opportunity to she
their oratory skills, compete
with the best, and challenge
themselves tothink on their feet.
Speak for India will be con-
ducted inmultiplestages, culmi-
natinginagrandfinale. The:
liminary rounds in each district
will feature a one-minute audi-
tion round, followed by debate
rounds for the selected qualifi-
ers. As the competition progres-
ses, participants will receive co-

FEDERAL BANK

YOUR PERFECT H\'\M\l PARTNE R
K?
Al
IJEl.HI NCR EDITION 2024-2!

"THE TIMES OF INDLA
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aching to enhance their skills.
Over the years, Speak for India
has attracted some of the finest
orators from the college circuit.

The winner will receive a
cash prize of Rs 2.5 lakh while
the runner-up will take home
Rs 1.5 lakh. Six other finalists
will get Rs 50,000 each.

The participants can choose
todebate ineither Hindior Eng-
lish. Students can register onli-
ne at www.speakforindia.in or
scan theattached QR code.

Meet puppets! Pulling at heart’s strings in Al age

Meghna.Dhulia
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: In a world domi-
nated by cutting-edge anima-
tion, artificial intelligence
and computer-generated
imagery, the timeless art of
puppetry often goes unnoti-
ced. Yet, for many, puppets
evoke a certain magic that
technology simply cannot re-
plicate. To celebrate this
form of storytelling, the 21st
edition of a Internatio-
nal Puppet Theatre Festival
is set to captivate Delhiites
with performancesover 10da-
ysfrom Feb21toMarch2at In-
dia Habitat Centre.

While digital animation
may dazzle with its visuals,
puppetry offers an organic
and tangible connection to
the art that resonates deeply
withaudiences. According to
festival director and renow-
ned pllppf'(b‘(’l Dadi Pudum-
jee, “People often say mee-
tings can be done over vi

t on in-person meetings
onceayear? Thesameapplies
here. While digital media has
itsplac
hingtru
The fes
puppeteers from across the
globe, including Italy, Mexico,
Russia, Spain, Turkey and Po-
land. Visitors will experience
a wide range of puppetry sty-
les, from traditional rod,
string, shadow, and glove pup-
pets to contemporary mixed
performances that combine
dance, theatre and music.
The festival’s roots go back

livetheatre issomet-

t02001 whenitbeganasanatio-
nal event with just one inter-
national group, said the direc-
tor. Over time, itexpanded into
a major international plat-
form, with over 100 countries
participating since i
tion. Pudumjee recal i

started as an idea between me
and Sanjoy Roy. Now, it's a glo-
bal celebration of puppet

Roy, managingdirector of
Teamwork Arts and pre
cer of the festival, said,
ce its inception, the f
has become a beacon for pup-
petry arts, fostering cross-
cultural understanding and
appreciation while celebra-
tingthisancient craft.”

One of the highlights this
Monkey and the croco-
. a 45-minute performan-
ce by Puppet Studio India.
Thisbeloved tale from the Pan-
chatantra, brought to life by
the puppeteers of the popular
TV series Galli Galli Sim Sim,
featuresaclever monkeyanda
groupof quirky crocodilesina
vibrant, colourful show.

Otherexciting internatio-
nal performances include Vo-
lar Volar (To Fly) by Mexico’s
Lormiga Titeres, which tells
the story of a puppet named
Greta on a journey of perse-
verance and observation. Ita-
1y's celebrated puppet Pulci-
nellareturns inamusical ho-
mage to Neapolitan culture,
while other international
performances such as Theat-
reIn The Pocket from Russia,
The Rock from Turkey, Sea of
Possibilities from Poland, Li-
fe from Spain, and Pay Atten-
tion to Those Two and Juke-

Puppet Theatre Festival
WHERE: India Habitat Centre
WHEN: Feb 21 to March 2
WHAT'S IN STORE: The festival

Spain, Turkey and Poland
range of puppetry styles, from

traditional rod, string, shadow,

theatre and music

"THE SEA OF = POSSIBILITIES
Agnieszka Cytacka

feature puppeteers from across the
globe, including Italy, Mexico, Russia,

> Visitors can experience a wide

glove puppets to contemporary mixed
performances that combine dance,

TALES FROM AROUND THE WORLD!

21st edition of Ishara International

will

and

box from Italy promise to en-
rich the festival with diverse
narratives and traditions.

Puppet: unique charm
lies in its ability to forge a de-
ep emotional connection
withtheaudience. As Deepali
Raina, a mother attending
the festival with her toddler,
explains, “I'm excited for my
son to experience the magic
of live performance. When
youseeapuppetmove, it'snot
just mechanical—it's a li-
ving, breathing entity that
forms a genuine connection
with theaudience.”

The subtle manipulation
of the puppet’s movements
by the puppeteer transforms
an inanimate object into so-
mething full of life. For pup-
peteers, it's not just about
controlling the puppet; it’s
about giving it personality,
presence and soul. “We're se-
eing a surge in young people
taking an interest in puppet-
ry, attending workshops and
puppet shows. Word of mo-
uth has helped us reach a wi-
der audience, and the respon-
se has been overwhelmingly
positive,” Pudumjee said.

The festival director ad-
ded, “What's most encoura-
gingisseeingparents—many
of them first- or second-gene-
ration—bringing their child-
ren to the festival. Some of
these parents were once yo-
ungaudience members them
selves when [ ran my puppet
company at Sriram Centre in
the 1980s. I believe it's impor-
tant for children to experien-
ce different cultures in per-
son, totouchand feel theart.”
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EE,5-24Pgs. Divn. PWD, invites e-tender
for 2 (Twa) nos work in connection. *1)
G:

suhmmm (Onhne] 1003.2025 Upto
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2025_WBPWD_817016__ 2.
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GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

ENDER NOTCE
WBPWD/SEKHEC/KNHED/eNIT22/
24-25/2nd Call
Tender being Invited by the SEXHEC,
/0 KIT Annex Building, Sth Fio
Kolkata-73 from the eligiblé contractors
for Construction of New
ki Care Savioss 1y e Lamp

Bed.cum-passenger and one passenger

BPWD, 817185, 1. Last dote of
o 1103 2025101-00 P, may

ttps://whienders.gov.in
Superintending Engineer Kolkata
Health Electrical

. PWD,
IcA-T35373)2008
(GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
WRISDD. o-NIQ
CORRIGENDUM
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[Opening Date of Quotation paper 1o be
read as 27.02.25 )11.00am( instead of
210225 )11.00am( in NIQ No-35. Al

ofomed accordngy.
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‘Minapor Mech) Division,

Midnapors ic. (232025

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
€-TENDER NOTIC!

Tender ID: 2025_PHED_ 816757 (1-4)
WBPHE/EE/IMD/NIeT 58 OF 2024-2025
Ref: Memo No. 264/IMD dated 17.02.2025
The Executive Engineer, Jhargram
Mechanical Division, PHE Dte. has
Invited open e-Tender for the work (sl
no. 1 to 4) as mentioned In the
respective NIET. Last date of submission
05.03.2025. For details please visit
www.whtenders.gov.in & the

departmental website i.

www.wbphed.govin and Office Notice

Board. Sd/- EE/IMD, PHE Du
oA Turyay0as |

=, The West BG'IP‘II Power Devdopmenl CWpo’mﬁon Limited
cumn mmny No. uao\uvmmsomm

PD BkT'FP DIIL Blmhnm PM 73“04
Notice Inviting E-Tender
fend-Adv/24- EIER’%WEC’-&

/wotenders.
u%ﬁu:: w%—m«
End Date: 25.02 2025 305,00 PM. Contact Person:
Oy Gerers Marager 1y CC, BRTPP, WBPDCL. Mobil 8373055604,
ov.
X oun

GOVERNMEN OF WEST BENGA

PWD TENDER NOTICE
Executive Engineer Asansol NI.h\vly Division, P. W. (Roads) Directorate, World

e lcndcn AT 00, 11042425 orthewerk L Smk)ngnl{)mgVubnwcl\l]mx!oﬂ)
for drinkiny of Sadarghat Highway Sub-Division No.-Il under Asansol
Highway Division PW. (Roads) Directorate in the Ditrie of Paschim Bardhaman,
during the year 2024-25. Estimated Amount: Rs. 389068.47, Tender ID :
2025_SH_814498_1. 2. Rehabilitation work of 2 cell Minor Bridge at 7th km of
Burnpur Samdi r0ad (FR-19) under Asansol Highway Sub-Division of Asansol
Highway Division, PAY. (Roads) Directorate in the District of Paschim Bardhaman,
during the year 2024-25. Estimated Amount: Rs. 12,48,765.31 Tender ID :
2025_SH_814498 2. 3. Emergent repairing of different stretches at Kalipahari
Tirat Road (FR-17) from 0.00 km to 2.00 km by providing repairing potholes 20mm
premix and seal coat (Type-B) etc. of Asansol Highway Sub-Division under Asansol
Highway Division, PW. (Roads) Directorate in the District of Paschim Bardhaman,
during the year 2024-25. Estimated Amount: Rs. 9,98,701.01. Tender ID :

_SH_814498 3. 4. Emergent repairing of Old GT Road Budbud portion from

etc_in patches of Sadarghat Highway Sub-Division No.-1l underAsansol Highway
Division, PW. of juring the
year 2024-25 Estimated Amount: Rs. 10,01,857.56. Tender ID :
2025_SH_814498 4. 5. Emergent repairing work of Office tollet at Asansol
Highway Office, PW. (Roads) Directorate, Asansol under Asansol Highway Sub
Diiionn the harc of uichin Barvan g e year 2104 205" Etiruatnd
t: Rs. 2,59,290.14. Tender ID : 2025_SH, 6. Repairing and
o including sanitary and_prohivision e Spairal stle of Kamarpara
Highway Section Office Bullding under Asansol Highway Divisian in the district of
Paschim Bardhaman during the year 2024-2025 Estimated Amount:
3,28,493.24. Tender ID : 2025_SH_814498 6. Tender ref. No
WEPWO/Rs/EE/AHDIeNIT 11/24-25 Bid Submission start gete. o)
22.02.2025 fr line) 1,3,
a

.03. and 4 at =
et o NAT ane ender docamenes e srandtt ras be Jowriond
from: hitps://whtenders.govin 5d/- £.£., AH.0., PW.(R]D., GOVT OF W.
(CA- T3527(312025
—

WRIZDD. e-NIT
Executive Engineer (A1), Bankura [A-)
Division, WROD invites e-tenders for the:
Re-Drilling of MOTW vide e-NIT Ref. No.
WBWRIDD/EE (AI)/BANKURA/e
NITI1/MIC/ 2024-25 (2" Call), Tender 1D
2025_WRDD_817608_1, values of works Rs.
11,96,392.00; Last dropping date is
08.03.2025 up to 11.00 AM. Intending
bidders are requested to visit the website
http//whtenders.govin for details.

Sd/-

Executive Engineer (A1)
Bankura (A} Division
IcA-

GOVERNMENT OF W BENGAL
TENDER REFERENCE

Executive Engineer, Kolkata North Division, PW.D. invites online e-tender for the
work for 01, *Aniusl Maintenance of desaiting & cleaning of Drsi, cutting of
jungies, il Sept
o Caria) Daiey. Guring the vear 208425, Resudential 8. NonResdentia):
Estimated Amount : 7,77,035.00. Tender ID : 2025_WBPWD_B08177_1, Special
repairing and renovation of Department of Veterinary Anatomy and Histology
inchudiog Mcseum st 37, K8. Saranl, Kokata-37 of West Bangal Universiey of
Animal and Fishery Sciences, at Belgachia campus during the year 2024-25.
Estimated Amount ; 29, 00, Tender 10 ; 2025 WEPWD. 508177 2. NieT
No: WBPWD/EE/KND/NIeT-23/2024-2025. Bid 5uhmmmn upioad start date
22.02.2025 from 11:05 Hours. Bid Submission upload end date : 01.03.2025 upta
1300 Hours for 5101, 08,03 2025 upt 13.00 Haurs.for 102, The detais of MeT
and Tender

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PWD T

1030 s, & Bd submisslon cosing dae
10.03.2025, hrs. Downloa
from : hity p.(zmmM Sd/-M.
Debnath EE, PWD, CO8. DIVN.
ICA- T3542(42025

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAI
NOTICE INVITING OPEN QUOTATION
N.LQ. No. WBPWD/EE/NBITD/e-NIQ-
40 of 2024-25

Executive Engineer, North Bengal IT
Division, PW.Dte., Siliguri on behalf of
the Governor of West Bengal, invites
otation for the work. Supply,
Installation, Testing & Commissioning of
CCTV for additional Safet:
premises of Dakshin Dinajpur Bivisional
Court, Balurghat, Dakshin Dinajpur.
(Tender ID:- 2025_WBPWD_815579_1)
i submission of

P.M. and will be opened on 06/03/2025
M
ICA- T3506(3)/2025

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PWD TENDER NOTICE

@NIT No.: 78/City (M) of 2024-25 of The
EE.-1, City Dvn,, PW.D. for 2 (TWO) no.
works are invited from bonafide bidders
only having credentlal for similar nature

submission closing date
(online) will be on 05.03.2025 at 14:00

rs Tender D
2025_PWD_816674_1/2. Other details
may he seen from the wehm

htt !enderswb

-in &
Erecutive
er-|,City Division, PW.D.

ICA- T3532(3y2025
A ised.
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1/ Court: Poverty, Clean Past No
Mitigating Factors For Rape

Awards Man 14-Year Rl For Assault On Minor Girl In 2018

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: A Delhi court,
while sentencing a man to
rigorous imprisonment of
14 years for raping and im-
pregnating a 14-year-old girl
in 2018, observed that pover-
tyand lack of eriminal ante-
cedents cannot be major mi-
tigating factors.

The court of additional
sessions judge Rajesh Ku-
mar, in its Feb12ruling, said:

. From the material collec-
'ed onrecord, itappears that
passion/lust overpowered
the convict to such an extent
that he committed aggrava-
ted penetrative sexual as-
sault or rape on a minor girl.
Povertyandlackof criminal

antecedents are not major
mitigating circumstances.”

The court was hearing
the arguments on senten-
cing against the 40-year-old
man convicted for rape as
well as under the Protection
of Children from Sexual Of-
fences (POCSO) Act.

Special public prosecu-
tor Nimmi Sisodia, seeking
maximum sentence for the
convict, told the court that
the survivor became preg-
nant and gave birth toa boy
after the heinous offence.
The SPP also told the court
that the forensicreport had
established that the con-
vict was the child’s biologi-
calfather.

The court,

observing

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
ATION NOTICE (2nd Call)
e-Quotation s nvited by the Executive
Engineer, Midnapore Division, PM.
e. on behalf of Governor of West

Bengal vide Ref, No
PHE/IND/aNICL_BS/2ND CALL/34-35
4 for

e Sum'v way il ‘o

alon & across NH for diferent e
under Midnapore Division, PH.E. Dte.
Detail wil be avaabl i the webite:

e mnmnmncz
Executive £ hiy Highway
Division No. 1: . W, (Roads) Directorats
bl d et P
works under_ oifferent. SubDvision
within Hooghly Highway Divislon No | in
the dist. of Hooghly. Estimated Am
Different Estimated Amounte NIT No. 11
of 2024-25 of EE/HHD-. Tender 1D
2025_WBPWD_816665_1 to
2025 _WBPWD_816665_5. 8id

e last date
for submission of onter s 04,03.3025
upto 18:00 Hours. Sd/- for Executive
:ng-»m, Midnapore Division, PH.E.

1cA. Tassiav2025 |
GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

KMDA TENDER NOTICE
@-NIT No. MEE!EIN/EMIKMDM;Z

(nine Tender s Invied by e Exscutve
rical Division-

machineries for

Rs.6,25,225/-, Rs. 12,5051-, 21 days from the
date of firm oeder, Last date & time of

online Bid submission: 25022025 upto
1400 hrs., for detals contac the above

line) Tor SiNo.
2,384,22/02/2025 from 12:00PM.
submission closing date (online)
01/03/2025 upts 2:00 P M. Bid
submission start date (online) :for SiNo.
1 & 5, 22/02/2025 from 12:00 PM. Bid
submission closing date (aniine)
08/03/2025 upto 2:00
Conigandum i any il be publhed 1
wiebsite only. Details of N.AT and Tender
documents may be downloaded from
‘http://webtenders,gov.in Sd/- EE, HHD-
1, PWRD, GOVT of W.8.
ICA- T3518(3y2025
=

that sentencing isone of the
important aspects of a cri-
minal justice system and
that criminal courts are of-
ten confronted with deter-
mining the appropriate pu-
nishment to a convict, said,
"Sentencing usually takes
into account a number of
factors.... The sentencingta-
kes into account the nature
of the offence committed on
the victim, its impact on so-
ciety, circumstances peculi
ar to the victim, and the ci
cumstances associated with
the accused, and the senten-
ce should not be inadequate
orexcessive."

Taking into considera-
tion the totality of the facts
and circumstances, the co-

urt said, balancing the need
for an appropriate sentence
is requu'ed
Punishment awarded

should commensurate with
the offence committed by
theconvictas wellas thefact
thatthe convictisalsorequi-
red to be reformed so that he
is integrated with society."
the courtsaid.

It then sentenced him to
14 years of rigorous impri-
sonment (RI) for the rape of
the minor and an RI of two
years for criminally intimi-
dating her. The sentences
will run concurrently, the
courtsaid

The court also awarded
Rs16.5lakh compensation to
the victim.

Adolescents have right to form
emotional connections: Court

»Continued from P1

human  experience,
~and adolescents have
the right to form emotional
connections,” the judg-
ment said.
Recognising the impor-
tance of the legal age of con-
sent to protect minors, the

I ove is a fundamental

1 CC-311 :
IT No.: WBPDCL /BKTPP/NIT/E3572/24-25

‘Adolescents should
not be criminalised
for expressing their
feelings’

minor: The high court, while
upholding the man's acquit-
tal and dismissing the state’s
plea against the trial court’s
decision, said theacquittal or-

court emphasised that ado-
lescents should not be crimi-
nalised for evqnming their
feelings or engaging in rela-
tionships. The case

derwas
not warrantany interference.

“I believe the prosecu-
tion failed to prove beyond
reasonable doubt that the
girl wasamlnol and that the

relati was

stemmed from a
filed in Dec 2014 by the father
of agirl who had not return-
ed home from tuition. Suspi-
cions were raised against
the accused since he was al-
somissing from his house.
An investigation was con-
ducted, and the girl, who was

are invited at
ul Mllmlm\u Ro.d at various

/Companies in 2 Part bid system for *1
places of BKTPP Township”. Tender Document
060?2025!”000”& Bid Submission

KND, PWD, GOVT.OF W.8.

ICA- T3519(3y2025
——

www.kmda.wb,gov.in
i
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Connecting People, Connecting Needs.

a1 04:00 PM. Contact Person: Mr.

'WBPDCL. Mobile: 8373055604, E~ml|| o

Open Your Own Pharmacy
Earn up to 21 lakh

ICA. T3547(2/2025

around16at their

cident, was brought bax,k
home. A case was lodged
against the accused for alleg-
edly sexually assaulting the

sual,” the court said. “The
age of majority must be un-
derstood in the context of
the law being applied. In
cases like this, where the mi-
nor is certain and unwa-
veringin heropinionandde-
sire, it would not be appro-
priate for the court to disre-
gard her views simply
because she isnot18 yearsas
on date, but 16 years, 10
months, and 21 daysold.”
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investment of 3 lakh,
without any inventory risk!

SECURED LOAN
UNSECURED LOAN

RATE OF INTEREST
START WITH

n the matter of For more ink » ; 0/ 4000/
PUBLIC NOTICE S more informatic > PROJECT LOAN 6% t0 9%
e e ey gven Gt e Mm:;mmmmm- LUCKNOW ] |PRABHU SHANTI REAL ESTATE PVT. LTD.| [BERICZTE0VH 1T T = Mt
Certificate(s) for the under | | Room No.22, Block-, South-East N X FINAL REMINDER TO ALL ALLOTTEES OF THE PROJECT "PDM HOMES" see . NPA RELEASE AN
mentjoned Equity Shares of the| | District, Saket Courts, New Del 8SPACE 16000 sqft for o o hbenquiry@sastasundar.com
Company have been lost/mis- PUBLICATION | Educational Institute (FORMERLY "PDM HI-TECH HOMES") SITUATED AT SECTOR 3A,
placed and the holder(s) (Order, Rulo 200ftha CPC) | Coaching on rent in Kathauta BAHADURGARH, HARYANA, ORIGINALLY LAUNCHED & DEVELOPED
pesimiietoie) | | Sowsmmaec | comctingonretin K RGNS CRGNALLY LAUNG ' 07448972296 / 08438010382
Shares have applied to the IWS SAMARA INDIA PVT. LTD. Gomtingr Lucknow. 939916969 . . 2 - health & happiness & 2
oy e dihcat Pl This is to remind all allottees of the residential project formerly known as “PDM Hi- o hillsglobal0 @gmail.com
Share Certificate(s). Ay personl L e uomnvcso AND ORS. TECH HOMES” situated at Sector 3A, Sarai Aurangabad, Bahadurgarh, Haryana, |
;hhasacshlmmvﬁv;d Defendants.| Fel‘snnal which underwent the Corporate Insolvency Resolution Process (CIRP) under the|
s ‘°°9= e SRR provisions of the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016, and has since been revived. TIMES Inte,
e R e || M. As per the approved Resolution Plan, PING Developers Private Limited has taken over BUSINESS CONNECT =
days from this date else the |Ansari Road, Daryagan), New Deini) | CHANGE OF NAME l the management and control of Prabhu Shanti Real Estate Private Limited and has
will proceed to issue |110002. " " 3
Cmngv:mm!«s) gl e By = renamed the project as ‘v?:du:\:r\nes. PING Developers is now responsible for] .
< O R Decar 2028, X ‘
Name of the company:-LLOYDS MOTORCO No. 692 Sector 118 Chandigarh | NOtyet claimed their units/flats to submit their claims within 90 days from that date. .. 71T MA X SPARE
ettt x| W‘;"i”’*mwm 1 contiin, tiat Al FINAL REMINDER: ONLY 15 DAYS LEFT TO CLAIM YOUR UNITS/F ASIA'S LARGEST SEAL PLANT e [1] T A e
MIDC Area, Ghugus, D, e Mehndiratta are one and the | Allottees who have nat yet submitted their claims are hereby given this final reminder| ERITVC ISR ETNENN LR
442505 Alm At:- Shop A-vgwm-n Camp| to do so on or before March 6, 2025 (90 days from the original notice). Failure to| [EEYPERTTFE RIS PR a!mgw service
[Name of the shareholder :- [Bhiba Lot Chouk, Cavindpdt (Nose] submit claims within this period will result in the cancellation of the units/flats as per "
Parkash | [Okhla), New Delh-110018. v K y " 5

Mipiani L AR B Ry [the resolution plan approved by Hon'ble National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) vide
Folio No. 0225169 (Office At: GF, 2133, Backside Portion,| ~ Sheikh Saral Phase-2, New |its order dated October 24, 2024 (I.A. No. 48 of 2024 in Company Petition No. (1B) 477
(Certificate no. 298 || oo, oo el New DA Delhi 110017 have changed my | of 2017) and no further opportunity shall be provided.
Distincive 0. 330641331640, Ao Av Shop AT24 Transt Campl 00 (0 el SIngl for o i
S — LRUBI devi /0 Siviani singh

PUBLIC NOTICE g
I e of o 142 003 SaNcm D b Prabhu Shanti Real Estate Pvt. Ltd.
R, 2007, splcabons are vled| |10 20O O e Qo] from Shivam Kumar to ~[DATE: 20-02-2025 Correspondence Address: PDM Homes, Sector 3A,

Genersl Pubio Siddharth Gautam for all |PLACE: BAHADURGARH Sarai Haryana 124507,

lof MARCH 2025, 2t 10:00 O'clock, to sses age 15 years

ufil he conditons laid down i nde
et yang | ansves e same. g i e S8

To place an ad in

10075 for Throe Badroom ft] (oo oo Rereapm)
hamngma 12132 SqmApp) The | THE TIMES OF INDIA'.

erested persons can apply on
orescribed Appication. rom
2622025 0 1532025, along
o rdrnand v amuntng
1o INR 2400000 drawn in favour of
“Mayank Co-operative Group|

of receip of summans with advance
lopy to the piani and fling of WS n

sl 1 120 days period 5|
Imandalory and no exasion can be

Change of name,
Lost & Found ads

A " Joranted.
New Delhi. The prescribed it Comm o ;w.w;)
Aw-mm‘lsmmglrz:m"vg South-East, Saket, Call Pankaj
mmmwsmmmnng s C-44, Road No.28, Wagle Estate, Thane - 400604, Maharashtra, India
e 8130604727

Application completed in_al

= sales@maxspare.com +91 22 5028 4444 www.maxspare.com
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(i) 7037746; - i) .
pesssmm To advertise in TIMES inter, ﬁ»
Plot no 21, Sector-6, Dwarka, -
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PROPERTY

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is 1o inform the Public at
Large that my clientis in process
ol purchasing the 1/3rd

Please call us at the
below mentioned nos.

Area/Zone | ContactPerson | Mobile No
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15/2/‘ \5/312“ and |64|/|/|

"We explore the hidden corners of America that othe

Village Sukhali, G . NorthDelhi  AmitGhosh 9811790843
ngfgsnan:néznkn‘%gg:% overlook, blending the well-known with the unforgettable. P
-412, . joida +
éaad. near Lotus 3’2'53'6 D22, Dep: May till Oct Enctbathi | RaicevKhullar | 9560002888
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admeasunng 128989 Sq, Mts w@& sl g i Spanish Town, Mammoth Lake, Pebble Bay National Park, SouthDelhl | Raghav Arora | 89999 95460
RO aPW&W“’“ advice :':;:n':;’::,‘,ﬁg Monterey, Lake Tahoe, Death Valley, 17 & 70 Miles Drive, 1
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with copies of all relevant publication. The Times of India Group Surgaon
mieals | EIERLESE| P @ELT PRAVELS
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WEAVING A NEW
ERA OF POSSIBILITIES IN THE
TEXTILE AND GARMENTS SECTOR

CM, Madhya Pradesh

MADHYA PRADESH IS WITNESSING A SURGE IN INVESTMENTS, POSITIONING ITSELF AS

Narendra Modi

adhya Pradesh is rapidly
gaining prominence as

A CRITICAL PLAYER IN INDIA'S TEXTILE EXPORTS AND SUPPLY CHAINS

Prime Minister

GISTICS AND WAREHOUSING

STRENGTHENING
INDIA'S SUPPLY
CHAIN BACKBONE

India's textile and gar-
ment manufacturing hub,
leveraging its abundant raw materi- KEY ACHIEVEMENTS: A FAVOURABLE BUSINESS DESTINATION
als, strong industrial framework, and - Organic cotton leader: With its business-friendly environment, Madhya
supportive government policies. 43 per cent of India's organic Pradesh offe i
cotton. The state facilitates quick land allotments, single-win-
THE COTTON CAPITAL OF * Silk production: Largest producer dow clearances, and financial incentives, making it
INDIA of mulberry silk in India. attractive for textile entrepreneurs and investors.
Madhya Pradesh leads in organic . Wﬂmmm
cotton production, accounting for 47 202324, 2 INVESTMENT BENEFITS:
pernemollpdnsandupercem + World-class factories: Home to mmupmwwumum
of the world's organic cotton supply. the world's largest terry towel and units and 200 per cent for garment units.
The state is also the sixth-largest ‘spun-dyed fibre units. + Competitive utility costs: Special tariffs for
cotton producer in the country, * Rich heritage: Famous water and power in PM MITRA Park.
boasting a 60 per cent CAGR in cot- ri, Maheshwari, and hand-
fon production. With extra-long-sta- printed ‘“‘ﬁ‘h .
. T
ple cotton cultivation and a strong Srsol

silk industry, Madhya Pradesh is a
comerstone of India's textile sector.

A rising hub for pharmaceuticals,
medical devices, and healthcare

MADHYA PRADESH IS MAKING SIGNIFICANT STRIDES IN THE PHARMACEUTICAL,
MEDICAL DEVICE, AND HEALTHCARE INDUSTRIES, POSITIONING ITSELF AS A MAJOR PLAYER IN

ith over 300 pharmaceutical manu-

facturing units, a rapidly expanding

medical device sector, and a robust
healthcare infrastructure, the state is a lucrative
destination for investors and industry leaders.
Strategic government initiatives, world-class re-
search facilities, and a skilled workforce further
strengthen Madhya Pradesh’s role as a leader in
healthcare innovation and production
A POWERHOUSE OF PHARMACEUTICAL
MANUFACTURING
Madhya Pradesh has established itself as a
pharmaceutical manufacturing powerhouse,
contributing 20 per cent to the state's total
exports and supplying medicines to over 160
global markets. The state houses 30+ APl
(Active Pharmaceutical Ingredient) and bulk
drug manufacturers, ensuring a steady supply of
essential pharmaceutical ingredients. With the
presence of WHO-GMP and USFDA-compliant
plants, the industry is well-equipped to meet
global demand for generic drugs, life-saving
medicines, and herbal products.

MEDICAL DEVICE INDUSTRY:
A GROWING OPPORTUNITY
The Vikram Udyogpuri Medical Device Park,

«PU

PHARMA AND HEALTHCARE

INDIA'S MEDICAL LANDSCAPE

INDUSTRIAL STRENGTH AND INFRASTRUCTURE
Madhya Pradesh boasts a well-developed industrial

production centres in Indore, Gwalior, and Jabalput.

scheme advantage:
Rs 3,513 crore is under the production-linked incentive
(PLI) scheme.

* Ease of
streamiined regulatory processes.

MADHYA PRADESH IS RAPIDLY POSITIONING

» Expanding int
‘markets in the USA, China, Sri Lanka, and
Germany.

landscape, with textile parks in major cities such as In- * Sustainability leadership: Strong focus on
dore, Bhopal, Ujjain and Jabalpur. The state's advanced ‘eco-friendly and organic textile production.
warehousing, skilled workforce, and educational institu-
tions ensure a steady supply of talent and innovation. THE FUTURE OF TEXTILE
MANUFACTURING
INDUSTRIAL HIGHLIGHTS: The establishment of the PM MITRA Park in Dhar
+ PM MITRA Park: India’s largest integrated textile and aligns with the government's 5F vision—Farm to
apparel park in Dhat, MP, spanning 2,100 acres. Fibre to Factory to Fashion to Foreign—ensuring
« Manufacturing prowess: 60+ large textile mills, seamless production and export processes.
4,000+ looms and 2.5 milllion spindies. This mega-project is expected to generate over
+ Key production hubs: Indore, Dhar, Dewas, Gwalior, 1 lakh direct and 2 lakh indirect jobs, further
Chhindwara and Jabalpur. boosting the textile industry.
* Garment clusters: Major apparel and hosiery With robust infrastructure, a skilled workforce,

and strategic government support, Madhya
Pradesh is set to become a global leader in
textile manufacturing, offering vast opportunities
for investors and entrepreneurs alike

The highest investment of

WHY MADHYA PRADESH?
A STRATEGIC INVESTMENT
DESTINATION

Unmatched connectivity &
logistics

* Extensive transport network, including
20 major railway stations and 5.1 lakh+
km of roadways.

* 6 Inland Container Depots (ICDs) for
global exports and efficient cargo
handling.

* 6 airports providing seamless domestic
and international air connectivity.

A STRONG HEALTHCARE ECOSYSTEM

Madhya Pradesh boasts a comprehensive mm“:‘
healthcare network, with over 2,700 private and USFOA-camplant pharma
hospitals and 12,100+ govemment healthcare manufacturing units.

facilities. The state is also a leader in AYUSH + 9 active pharmaceutical
(Ayurveda, Yoga, Unani, Siddha, and Home- fostering industry growth.

opathy) healthcare, with 9 AYUSH mﬂeges
800 wellness centres, and 1,770 di
providing holistic treatment options. With 25+

« Ranked among the top 8 states in India
for API

ITSELF AS A KEY PLAYER IN INDIA'S LOGISTICS
AND WAREHOUSING SECTOR

ith its central location, extensive

transportation network, and IN MADHYA PRADESH'S

progressive policies, the state is LOGISTICS SECTOR

creating a seamless supply chain Madhya Pradesh offers a dynam-
ecosystem. Recognised as a ‘Fast Mover' in icinvestment landscape, sup-
the Logistics Ease Across Different States ported by proactive government
(LEADS) index, Madhya Pradesh is outper- policies and strong infrastructure

forming national and regional benchmarks in development plans.
logistics efficiency. Its focus on energy-efficient Key reasons to invest include:

operational medical colleges and a rising focus Skilled workforce & research

on medical tourism, the state is attracting excellence

patients from across the country and abroad. * 40 medical colleges, 50+ private

, 200+ pharmacy colleges,

KEY INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES Mg it Lo o

Madhya Pradesh offers vast investment poten- cent of the Wﬂ‘ﬂﬂﬂ‘l p'

tial across multiple sectors: mmmwzmmtmm

LSl Pharmaceutical expansions
T GI 5
. ? mtm
Madhya Pradesh is t the forefront of ottt b o pascies
India 5| ':m:‘:’:s':m‘l’:;'z;‘:‘:mv:’ blop aemmmh and herbal medicines. « Doaivied IWWN provisions allow
Sobe Dk build . lnvcstlnmssml\a::i;u:e':wunlw industries to start operations within 30
strategic partnerships, and explore the driven heafth lutions. o 0
next wave of growth in pharmaceuticals, OB mmw a p,zm
medical devices, and healthcare. Medical device production Vishwas Act 2024.

e i Medic = Strong Ease of Doing Business ranking,
spanning 360 actes, is at the heart of Madhya mg ‘;"::mmgmm;m with single-window clearance and
Pradesh’s medical devk:eh sector. Currently, scientific labs and plug-and-play facilities. quick land aliotment.

60 per cent occupied with 57 operational 3 ¥ "
units, the park offers state-of-the-art scientific zm‘x imﬂ:‘ngs." :’mem‘ Financial incentives for investors
laboratories, testing facilities, and plug-and-play « Investment promotion assistance
manufacturing units. It provides a strategic base — gkilling and research innovations eovmng up to 40 per cent of project
for the production of imaging devices, implants, Collaborate with

_ . premier institutes such ca.;u subsidies ranging from 1.0x to
diagnostic equipment, and medical consum- as s and AMPRI to drive innovation in 15xfor ‘&m
ables. The presence of Plastic Parks and a Rare pharmaceuticals and medical technology. « Stamp duty and registration
Earth Mineral & Titanium Park ensures easy « Establish partnerships with Sant Shiromani charge exemptions for pharma and
access to raw materials, making it an attractive Ravidas Global Skill Park for workforce training healthcare units

destination for medical device manufacturers.

AUTOMOBI|

Madhya Pradesh rides the
automotive revolution wave

WITH INDUSTRIAL HUBS IN PITHAMPUR, MANDIDEEP AND DEWAS, MADHYA
PRADESH IS EMERGING AS A DRIVING FORCE IN AUTOMOTIVE EXCELLENCE

adhya Pradesh is accelerating its presence in India's

automotive and electric vehicle (EV) sectors, capitalising

on its strategic location, state-of-the-art infrastructure,
and business-friendly policies. The state has attracted major man-
ufacturers consolidating its position as a key player in the mdusuy

CUTTING-EDGE TESTING AND INNOVATION

The state is home to the National Automotive Test Tracks (NATRAX)
in Pithampur, one of Asia’s mast advanced automotive testing facili-
ties. Featuring a high-speed testing track, 14 specialised test tracks,
and five auto-specific laboratories, NATRAX strengthens the state’s
reputation as a hub for automotive research and development. This
world-class facility enables manufacturers to test vehicles under
real-world conditions, fostering innovation and safety in the sector.

spanning 4,500 hectares.
* High-Tech automotive

infrastructure, cutting-edge technology, and .
investment-friendly policies is driving growth Centrally located with 46
in the sector. national highways, six airports,
and an expanding
ENHANCING CONNECTIVITY AND b RY Senirisns ks
INFRASTRUCTURE
Madhya Pradesh isleveraging ts srategic geo- I et mgs,
graphical advantage by expanding multimodal multimodal parks, and
logistics capabilities. Some of its key initiatives to meet rising ﬂemmd
include: .
* Logistics corridors & multi-modal hubs: Empmamenaw-emcm
Development of multi-modal logistics parks s solutions and green
(MMLPs) in Indore and Bhopal, with a vision to industrialisation initiatives.
establish five MMLPs by 2047.
« Expanding Inland container depots (ICDs): Simplified reguiatory
Currently home to seven ICDs, with plans to frameworks, attractive tax
expand to 10 by 2029 and 15 by 2047. mmmnmmm:m
* Integrated Gatl Shakti cargo terminals: 15
cargo terminals under development, targeting encourage private sector
atmdzouyzwmmmmm d
’ g Miores:  THE FUTURE OF
Enhancng agricultural and allied industries
strategially located cold storage near LOGISTICS IN INDIA
With its
and improving supply chain effciency. infrastructure expansion,
technology-driven efficiency,
DRIVING LOGISTICS GROWTH THROUGH  and investor-friendly approach,
PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS Madhya Pradesh is poised to
Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs) play a crucial  become a logistics powerhouse.
role in By its supply chain

The state actively collaborates with private
investors to bring funding, technical expertise,
and operational efficiency to logistics projects.
These partnerships are expediting large-scale
projects while ensuring sustainable and
efficient resource management.

TEBNNOI.D&IGAL ADVANCEMENTS FOR OPERATIONAL

Madhya Pradesh is integrating modern uchm)loqws into its logistics

framework to optimise supply chain manageme

« Smart logistics solutions: Deployment of HFD tracking at ICDs and
real-time monitoring for enhanced operational efficiency.

capabilities, promoting sustain-
ability, and enhancing global
trade connectivity, the state is
unlocking immense potential
for businesses and investors in
India's booming logistics sector.

KEY ACHIEVEMENTS AND INDUSTRY IMPACT
« Pithampur auto cluster: One of India's largest,

testing: NATRAX features Asia’s
longest high-speed testing track.

in the healthcare sector.

LEADING THE EV TRANSITION

Madhya Pradesh is at the forefront of India's EV revolution, with an
88 per cent surge in EV registrations as of January 2025, reaching
approximately 1.94 lakh electric vehicles. The state is rapidly
expanding its EV infrastructure and manufacturing capacity to
align with India’s national priorities for sustainable mobility. With a
projected CAGR of 49 per cent for the Indian EV market between
2022 and 2030, Madhya Pradesh is well-positioned to play a

« Employment growth: Over 25,000 individuals are pivotal role in this green transformation.
employed in the auto sector.

« Global supply chain Integration: Auto components MADHYA PRADESH'S CONTRIBUTION TO NATIONAL
exported to 200+ countries. GROWTH
* Robust Industry presence: Home to 30+ original « Automobile exports: The state plays a vital role in
equipment (OEMs), 200+ auto India’s USD 191 million automobile and component

manufacturers, and 1,000+ equipment manufacturers.

exports.

« Digitised supply chalns: Use of artificial intelligence (Al), Internet
of Things (loT), and automated warehouses to streamline logistics
npemﬁms and reduce turnaround times.
inable n-?h practices: Adoption of green logistics initiatives,
mcludlng Behind-The-Meter power mlmsmmum, 1o reduce the
environmental footprint of logistics operations.

* EV market expansion: Madhya Pradesh'’s initiatives align with the growing
demand for sustainable and eco-friendly vehicles.

« Strategic investment hub: With a strong focus on infrastructure and policy
support, the state attracts both domestic and international investors.

WHY CHOOSE TO INVEST IN MP?

Madhya Pradesh presents a ity for

and component industry due to its robust infrastructure, skilled woﬂdrxce and

investor-friendly policies. The state is home to major automotive hubs such as

Pithampur, Mandideep, and Dewas, attracting leading manufacturers like Mahindra &

Mahindra, Eicher Motors, and John Deere, With seamless connectivity to key markets,

Madhya Pradesh ensures smooth supply chain operations and export growth. The

growing EV sector, with an 88 per cent increase in registrations, highlights the state's
to green mobility. incentives, including tax rebates, capital

subsidies, and export benefits, make investment highly lucrative.

Madhya Pradesh also offers a stable business environment with easy land
acquisition, a single-window clearance system, and incentives for employment
generation. Its progressive policies, expanding market demand, and emphasis on
innovation position it as a top choice for investors looking to capitalise on India’s
booming automotive sector.

D-16117/24
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Two rape woman in Ggn after
befriending her on social media

Gurgaon: A woman was allegedly ra-
ped by twomen here after they befrien-
ded her on Instagram, police said on
Wednesday.

An FIR has been registered at sec-
tor 29 police station based on a compla-
intlodged by the woman, officialssaid.

The woman, aresident of Delhi, alle-
ged that she befriended Gajendra and
Vikas around 25 days ago on Instagram,
police said. During the conversation,
the two behaved politely and gained her
trust, they added.

The woman'’s husband died due to
COVID-19and after befriendingtheaccu-
sed she used to share her problems with
them, police said citing the complaint.

Taking advantage of her situation
thetwolured herto Gurgaonand raped
her. They also threatened tokill the wo-
man if she told anyone about the inci
dent, they said.Following her compla-
int, she was taken to a hospital for medi-
cal examination, which confirmed sex-
ual assault a police officer said. A probe
isunderway. en

by PATNA SMART CITY LIMITED
Gl Address: 4" floor, ICCC Building, SSP Office Campus,
Gov. of Bihar North Gandhi Maidan Patna-800001,
Email: patnasmartcitv pscl@gmail.com, Website: smartpatna.co.in

Quotation rsmvned by PatnaSmart City Ltd. for non-SOR Item,
related to “Automation of Street lights and High mast lights of Patna at PAN
city area and integration with the ICCC”, Latest by 17:00 hours on 13-03-
2025. The detailed technical specifications uploaded on PSCL website

Managing Director
Patna Smart City Ltd.

Wwww.smartpatna.co.in may be referred for details.
PR-019757 (B & C) 202425

'GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA, “e"-PROCUREMENT NOTICE
CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER,

B-1024
2 OFFICE OF THE
KHORDHA(R&B) CIRCLE, KHORDNA WORKS DEPARTMENT

Bid Identification No. CCE-Kho(th (RIB) Circle-26/2024-25 Memo No -466 Dt. 17/0212025
The Chief C iha (R&B) Circle, Khordna on behalf of Govemor of Odisha inviting
percent o touge core: syslam in ONLINE MODE from eligible contractors for Building works.
e Germics inths able selow

Nature of Work Building Works
No of Work 2 Nos
Tender Cost Rs. 1000000 (On-Line)

Class of Contractor
Available of Bid document in
the Website

B & A Clas:

From 10.00 AM of DL24.02.2025 up to 05.00 PM of

D1.12.03.2025 up 10 5.00 PM

Date of opsni ol Bid D113.03.2025 at 11.30 AM

The Bidders have to partipate in ONLINE bidding only. Furher detais can be soen from the Website
: lm;mml:m gov.in. Any Addendum / Corrigendum / Cancellation of tender can also be seen

in the said wel

FEG R =

=5

Chief Construction Engli

Khordha (R&B) Circle, Khordha

B-1022
WORKS DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER,
EASTERN CIRCLE (R&B BALASORE
e-mail: - seec_bl @u uu

28 jeans dyeing units
operating illegally in
city, DPCC tells NGT

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi Pollution Control Com-
mittee (DPCC) has notified the National Gre-
en Tribunal (NGT) about the discovery of 28
unauthorised jeans dyeing facilities across
industrial zones in Narela, Bawana, Maya-
puri, and Lawrence Road. These units have
been issued closure orders and fined for envi-
ronmental damage.

Following inspections of 61 units since
April 2023, as partof an NGT petition calling for
action against non-compliant units, the DPCC
found 18 operating legally, six had been closed,
one location was untraceable, and 28 were fo-
und to be operating without proper permits, in-
cluding lacking valid consent to operate.

A Feb 17 re-

Dpcc:ioundm port from the

operating DPCC revealed

|ega||y' six had that all three

units at Lawren-

been closed, one ce Road were
location was non-compliant.

untraceable, and In Bawana, 16
out of 24 inspec-

28 were fl?lllld 0 ied units were

be operating closed, while in

Narela, five out
of 12 units were
shut down. In
Mayapuri, seven out of 22 units werealso clo-
sed for violations.

“The fines imposed range from Rs 1lakh to
Rs9lakh perunit. All 28 units have been issued
closure notices for violations under the Air
and Water Acts," the DPCC report stated. The
authority referred to its June 2023 directive to
urban bodies and the Delhi Development Aut-
hority (DDA), which ordered the closure of all
illegal dyeingand jeans washing units.

Environmental activist Varun Gulati ini-
tiated the matter by filingan NGT petition in
2019. This led to multiple petitions calling for
action against such facilities in areas inclu-
ding Narela, Bawana, Khayala, Tri Nagar,
Badli, Libasapur, Nangli Sakrawati, Maya-
puri, Sarita Vihar, and Aali Vihar. Last year,
he also sought intervention in Haryana re-
garding units polluting the Yamuna Riv

In October 2023, the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) took enft
tion against 52 similar units across Sonipat,
Faridabad, Gurgaon, and Jhajjar.

without proper
permits

‘Many coal-based power plants
still flouting emission norms’

Times News NETwork S —— Feb 3, stated.

DPCC REPORT SAYS In November of last year,

New Delhi: Delhi Pollution the tribunal took note of ame-
Control Committee (DPCC)  The matter pertainsto | ia report citing the CREA
has submitted a report tothe  Delhi's ongoing air study, which revealed that co-
National Green Tribunal pollution crisis. A al-fired thermal power plants
(NGT)regarding thestatusof recent CREA study in the NCR emitted an alar-
coal-based thermal power revealed that thermal ming 281 Kilotons of SO2 an-
plants, fly ash management, power plants nually. In comparison, crop
and their impact on the city’s are ns:'o::m burning released 17.8 kilotons
air pollution levels. for emitting 16 times of SO2from the burningof 8.9
The report highlighted million tons of stubble. Furt-
that the three coal-based po- ~ moreair pollutionthan | }cmore, the report highligh-
wer plants in Delhi—located stubble burning ted that weather conditions in

at ITO, Rajghat, and Badar-
pur—were shut down in 2009,

Delhi were exacerbating the
pollution problem. Calm

2015, and 2018, respectivel
“In the National Capital Ter-
ritory (NCT) of Delhi, all
three coal-based power plants
situated at ITO, Rajghat, and
Badarpur were closed in 2009,
2015, and 2018, respectively.
Therefore, no coal-based
thermal power plantsarecur-
rently operating in Delhi,”
stated the DPCC.

The tribunal took cogni-
sance of astudy by the Centre
for Research on Energy and
Clean Air (CREA), which in-
dicated that coal-based power
plantsin the National Capital
Region (NCR) release a signi-
ficant 281 kilotons of sulphur
dioxide (S02) annually-

much higher than the 17.8
kilotons released by stubble
burning. There are 11 ther-
mal power plants within a 300
km radius of Delhi, most of
which have yet to meet comp-
liance standards for control-
ling SO2emissions.

“The matter pertains to
Delhi's ongoing air pollution
crisis, with the Air Quality
Index (AQI) reachingasevere
levelof 488, categorised as ‘se-
vere plus’. A recent CREA
study revealed that thermal
power plants intheregionare
responsible for emitting 16 ti-
mes more air pollution
than stubble burning,” the
DPCC report, submitted on

winds and falling temperatu-
res were preventing pollu-
tants from dispersing, trap-
ping dust. oke, and other
harmful particles in the air:

These weather condi-
tions, commonly referred to
as ‘cold air traps’, have cau-
sed pollutants like stubble
smoke to linger over Delhi
and the surrounding
areas, significantly worse-
ningairquality.

Inaseparatedirective, the
NGT had earlier instructed
coal-based thermal power
plants toadopt scientific met-
hods for the disposal of fly
ash, a hazardous by-product
of coal combustion.

Businessman robbed of 397 lakh at
gunpoint, hunt on for two men

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: A businessman dealing in copper
scrap trade was robbed at gunpoint in northe-
ast Delhi's Brijpuri area on Feb 15 by two uni-
dentified men on a black scooty, who fled with
a bag containing approximately Rs 97 lakh in
cash, police said on Friday.

The victim, a resident of Karawal Nagar,
was returning to his office in Mustafabad af-
ter collecting money from Old Delhi when the
incidentoccurred.

“As he was passing through Brijpuri, two
menridingascooty intercepted him, brandis-
hed a firearm, and snatched his bag full of
cash before escaping. The victim immediately
reported the matter to the police,” said a se-
nior police officer.

Following the complaint, Dayalpur police
station registered a case under sections 309
(robbery) and 311 (robbery, or dacoity, with at-
tempt to cause death or grievous hurt) of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS). Multiple te-
ams were formed to investigate the robbery.

Gang stealing
high-end cars
busted, three
accused held

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi Police arres-
ted three members of a car
theft gang that used an advan-
cedkey programmingmachine
to steal high-end vehicles. The
accused, identified as part of
notorious Mehtab-Sameem Pil-
la gang, were caught by the ou-
ter north district’s special staff.
The gang operated by ta-
king specific orders for cars ba-
sed on make and model. Oncea
request was placed, they used
thekey programming machine
to decode and duplicate car ke-
ys, allowing them to bypass se-
curity systems effortlessly.

CRACKING THE CODE

Accordingtopolice,ateam
tracked the gang for over a
month. On Jan 29, officers re-
ceived intelligence that ;,Ang
leader Mehtab and his Ci
ate, Faizal, were phnnmg to
stealavehicleintheNarelaln-
rial Area. “A trap was la-
and around 3 am, police
apprehended both the su-
spects. A third accused, Sha-

Government of Odisha rernant Notice
Bid Idenlmcallon No. CCEEC 15" 2024-25

Drain and Briage Wo
Srain, 3 Nos Building Work and 01No Bridge Work.
5119, 95 akh to 852,03 lakh

Class of Contractor : “Spec “A" & “B” Clas:

Date & Time of availability of bid iocumont i the pofi DL.25.02.2025 at 10:00 AM

According to police, the assailants
could have had prior knowledge of the
victim’s movements and the large sum
of cash he was carrying. The fact that
the robbery was executed swiftly sug-
gests that the accused may have been

hjaan, was later arrested in
Muzaffarnagar, UP after fol-
low-up raids,” DCP (outer
north) Nidhin Valsan said.
During probe, it was revea-
led that Mehtab, the kingpin,

Nature of work - Building,

Bareilly Smart City Limited (BSCL)

Bareilly (Uttar Pradesh, India)

Date: 18.02.2025

T e L Dy 092028 un o OE:00 P Ref No: BSCLI2024-25/4709 trackingthe businessman, policesaid. ~ wasinvolved in over 35 prior ca-
Date of peing o a q f “The timing and execution indi theft 2 rrela-
e 8 accese of s Office intg 0 Chinf Caneiriction Engineer, Esatern Circie (RAY, = " &h@ llll)rll;flf-. and tx'-?lulwn mt‘l;c%l,t: sesd ofﬂau\o theft an:;;,girnlgdrl‘}?)

Saltacy g Tender Foe with | Work N that the robbers were well-prepared. We  ted offences in Delhi an
e ddevs have 1o participate in ONLINE n-oamg onl\y' F\urlher details can be"s::n lm:um Sr. —_—— arnest Money GST@18% A e Bid Start are p\ammmg CCTV tmm;,a from the Thegangwurke(lbyldpnuf\ m;,

BREINE mods oy wibeavapbeon | | Ne: Deposit (Rs.) ®s) Bk Date areaand trackin
used by theaccused,” " the offi C\raddcd rogrammin; machmcs :o crv
Construgion Enginsar | (01, Request for Proposl for Selctn of Agency o]~ 4,50,000.00 11,800 15 Years |19.02.2025] “ Pog N

Ea:mn Circle (R&B) Balasor z Caeis s 04:00 PM ate duplicate keys. The stolen
PRtz D02 s 4 A - cars were then delivered to re-
i Centre for Railway ceivers in Meerut, who either
J&K Agro Industries Develo 1.DetaledNIT andBid D v S Information Sy dismantled them for partsor re-

sold them as modified models.
The gang stole over 50 vehicles
inrecent months, police said.
“The machine used is a po-
werful diagnostic tool that can
bypass a cal i stem.
1t allows thieves to q\uckl\ re-

Gole Pully, Talab
E-mail Id - dmpsjammu@jkagro.com
E NIT No. 58 and 59 of 2024-25 JK Agro
NO :- Agro/DM/PSJ/8236-39 DATED :- 17.02.2025
ND AgroIDM/PSJIS240-43 DATED - 17.02.2025

2. Tender call notice in two Bid systems (Part-1: General & Technical Bid and Part-II: Financial Bid/ Price Bid / BOQ) from

8ot Detacton
! Tooks and Sohians 1o prevert conlent Scapong’ s|

3.

toNITifany

ior e implementation of sokion's frough an open|
[Expression o Irerest. nerested sysiem legrae may

4.1n case of any queries on this RFP, intending bidders may contact THE SENIOR GENERAL MANAGER, BAREILLY SMART

e trms | | CITYLIMITED, Bareilly (Tel. No - 0581- 25510074, 7055519602) of o:ce0 com P, CRS, Cogaan, Nt Bt N, oo s
D 110021, Phone: 01124104525 Ex1 341 of e at) a
'Df 1) Insulation, leﬂﬂ'rllmn. Doors, Electrical & etc (PIA'J(WO 4) - Construction of Common
. . | crisappsecqicris org.n The last date of submission of a )
in Dalhi - Chief Executive Officer, T 0302025 (1700 s, £01 Document startthecar withouttriggering

Produce from Jammu & Kashmir at B- 13 & 14, Lawrence Road, Delhi fl Insulation, avaiable at hitpsicris.org.n +Tenders. O alarms,” said DCP Valsan.
Refrigeration, Doors, Pallet Racking with Shuttles, Mezzanine, Material Handling Equipment, forBOTDetctonSot
. g0 5) - Additional

Bareilly Smart City Limited, Bareilly.

Electricals &
Jammu & atB-13814,L Delhi.
for applying for the tender onfine is 07.03.2025. For detailed info kindly visit the website 0-1:1;; . omcs I?RFA {NVEJ g&l}l(zsr &gg&mgg{!m ENGINEER
s s g - DELHI CANTONMENT BOARD wihecmseies (O AL S L, MR o,
Oelonpanager P45 TENDER NOTICE e e s s
. poastis Tidaspiioh
oM Agrard. Dav Gona. Lot NAYIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH e-Procurement
DIP No.DIPLJ-3931-P12A118.02.2025 alah Tios daismil; Delhi Centonment Board invites tenders from the Govt. ~approved in i No. Online Tender/31-2024-25/BPR
category through e-tendering for the following works as detailed below; lidentification No Name of work|No. of [Approx. Estimated|Class of Contractor| Period of
CASS ODISHA STATE CIVIL SUPPLIES CORPORATION LTD. ’ Y
/ (AGovt. of Odisha Undertaking) Date of release of tander e- procurement 25.02.2025 at 1700 s Works{ _Cost (in lakh) _ Complation
@ Registered Office: C/2, Nayapalll, Bhubaneswar-751012 Last date & time for downloading of tender documents 20.03.2025 upto 1300 hrs Online Tendor/ Buildings | 02 | From Rs. 453.71 I A Cjass or |15 ganwn)&
7 Tel No: 0674-2395391, Fax No-0674-2395291, Website: www.0scsc.in Last date and time submission of e-tenders 20.03.2025 upto 1300 hrs 31-2024-25/BP! Works Nos Gl.za1kré§ ll? i{: Speac';a cgl;ses as 1acaE’g‘lje:;n)
3 " ¥ al i
Request for Pmposal (RFP) Date and time for opening of e-tenders 21.032025 st 1330 hrs d Month as
samofmnmmmm mmmwmmmmmm ils of work provided
Guarantee Scheme at Offcer [ Bid Konioaion No [ Avalahily of andar orifoe for ioding
various locations of ocisha thmugh PPP mode.” SL. Name of work Amountof | Earnest Money o
RFP Advt. No.2881/0SCSC, Date: 19/ 02/ 2025 No. Contract | Deposit Amount || [Chief Construction Engineer,| Oniine Tender/ai- 25022028 03705
o 1. | Term Contract for repairs to Hard Standing, Brick Paving, | Rs.3,00,00,000/- | Rs.3,75,000/- R.W.Circle, 2024-25/BPR 00AM. upto 5.30 PM.
Odisha State Civil Supplies Corporation Limited invites tenders in Double Cover System through . Bri ; ,— _iplo
ONLINE and OFFLINE MODE for engagement of Transaction Advisor from DEA empanelled fist for 50‘“’ m‘“’?_.::iﬁ: '::lmd& Park and Like in all eight 0. SNDe j:ﬁg:{“g“:‘ O oC At i L "a"s’e"e" through Online as per
providing advisory services for development of storage godowns under Private ads, — (i) N hrough online by the bidder as per the
Guarantee Scheme at various locations of Odisha through PPP mode. The tender document with af 2. [Term c""":‘a f"_"h l‘(z.d“ Mj:"(‘_z'“::“’}“ to | Rs.10,00,00,000/- | Rs.8.25,000/- items mennoned i eligible criteria of the DTON il alsg able 1o rejection of his
in & " Y palh/plvuncn c wil ly ncrete in Delhi
;:::'"02‘: "’“;‘m‘i::::‘;ﬁ:’:t:‘ﬂ'““ B mtieniod froms S et e Pustr o Corrigendum if any can be soen from the website: - wwwitendersodisha.gov.in
08csc : i
T ! : 3 anm Contract for Stainless mel work including waiting | Rs.2,00,00,000/- | Rs.2,75,000/- Chief Construction E"gm“'
A L Event Description  ate | sheds in Delhi C: RW. Circle, Berhampu
ot — — 4. |Term Contract for memvemmt, repair, construction of | Rs.5,00,00,000/- | Ra.5,75,000/- OIPR-2507" 25
1| Availabiity of bid document in the portal | From 20/ 02] 2025 ] : agind . e
| 04/ 03/ 2025 at 5.00 PM (Physical/ virtual mode) footpath/walking plaza, jogging tracks in Delhi
| 2 | pre-Bid Meeting at Office of OSCSC Ltd., €/2, Nayapall, [o o - K-361
| Bhubaneswar-751012 | 5. |Term Contract for white wash/distemper, cement paint | Rs.2,50,00,000/~ | Rs.3,25,000/~
oo s | Bl e Conr o v W BUJU PATNAIK UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY, ODISHA
|3 | Proposals (both online/offine) | 290 0202 ] s ROURKELA
247 03/ 2025 at 04.00 P | g i i
4 | Opening of Technical Proposal £0ffe of CSC L, 72, Nyopal The bidder may download the “Tender Document” and other terms and conditions as applicable| 5o\ ;7 1/EDMU2261202411175 Date:18.02.2025
| Bhubanesw including detailed NIT, terms & conditions, particular specnﬁanonx, npecml eondmon.s signing uf T T
| e L ity P, adberence m GFE 2017 TENDER CALL NOTICE FOR SUPPLY AND INSTALLATION OF
3 |Omeof Tietekcnl presesuor mai . Nike b Todi), Ordes 2017 te 88 provided in th sechnical bid rom b site of hitp/deioc govin & ACTIVE LED WALL FOR NETAJI SUBASH AUDITORIUM
[ 6 ;| Opening of Financial Bid (for technically Tobe ced www.delhi.cantt.gov.in. . AT BPUT CAMPUS
|5 | quaiified bidders) 9 npoa Sealed T7r;:der (m{m bsm Syslem)dalre nnvl||led Irom'me repu‘l-eEdDanwd tlalx'periﬁncad
Amendments /corrigendum/cancellation retenders etc. if any shall be published only in the websites Plusc nme that any amendment, clarification, errata to tender documents shall be uploaded on website| | 3gencies/ Firms for nstallation of active all for Netaji
mentioned above. The Technical proposals completed in al respect shall be submitted in onfine mode & Cantt Board website www.delbicanttgovin. All intending bidders are required to s“m‘z’l' ‘:ﬂ"’""g‘ ?‘ PUT "".;" 't“ BIP'{.';‘ Rﬂ":’k""_a Tt‘e df‘:a" I":?f’
through tendersodisha.gov.n as well a5 offine mode through Speed Post/Registered Post/Courer to | - | visit """'““‘.""""d websites (0 check for amcadmeats, clarifications, errata etc prior to quoting thelr rates & ?;gc?a:leaNSe?illﬁoil‘ aes:‘g'zlng at;yarza's‘on l:ereo,;, %‘rs\gyla:lsdeal: sang um:
‘Managing Director, Odisha State Civil Supplies Corporation Ltd, C/2 Nayapalli, [ |no compensation whatsoever shall be admissible to the bidders for failure to register the same. ofreceiving of sealed Tender by Spoed Post addressing lo he ‘Regisrar. il
Bhubaneswar, PIN-751012, Odisha’ within stipulated timeline positively. The Financial Patnaik University of Technology, Chhend, Rourkela -769015 is 24.03.2025 by
Proposals shall be submitted through online mode only. The authority reserves the right to | | Telephone No.25695450 _ Sd- 5.00 PM. The tender received beyond the due date and time shall be rejected summarily
cancel any or Lhe entine selection process without assigning any reason therecf. No. DCB/8/C-1/TN/2024-25/12 Chief Executive Officer Sdi-
Maneging/ Diraoaor; GBCHC Lud OFFICE OF THE CANTONMENT BOARD Delhi Cantonment REGISTRAR
‘Website : www.delhi.cantt.gov.in OIPR-11059/1110021/24-25

SEARCH FOR MISSING

General public is hereby informed that a

SEARCH FOR MISSING/KIDNAPPED

General Public is hereby informed that
one Girl (depicted in the photo) namely
Gitanjali D/o Rajkumar, R/o: JJ 70, Rajiv
Gandhi Camp, Sadh Nagar, Part-2, Palam
Colony, New Delhi, Age-18+ Yrs, has
been reported missing since 03.02.2025 at

SEARCH FOR MISSING

General Public is hereby informed that
one Girl Namely: Kashish, D/o: Md.
Mobin, R/o: F-7/W-48/196 T-Huts Juggi,
Sultanpuri, Delhi, Sex: Female, Age: 23
Years, Height: 5', Complexion:
Shallow, Built: Thin, Face: Round,

3-iferar g
TR s /et F1 gfaa e s € e e T
H TR e wfteg S g §-vee S 3 ad 2025-2030)
( mr=h 2025 | 31.03.2030 ) 05 & #q Frergam §-Ffaa smifm #)
et % | e § wfawm #0 ¥ www.uktenders.gov.in T o 4l

Delhi has been missing since
05.02.2025 at about 04:30 PM from his

Wearing: Yellow Pajama Blue Top and 8.00AM from her Residence, vide, DD No T k

Slipper. in feet has been missing d a 43A, Dated 05.02.2025, v i vE Avers @ gwd g

since 07,W2éJZI5 from Fge/w-agnss T- N:abli Ka’;‘irv:. _Delhl. ;’he description of ;;)Ikt:enstallor;‘ Pal;mthIII:ge, :oum-l % o | @rd @ faemor | 3-faferer e 3-Fafaa
Huts Juggi, Sultanpuri, Delhi, from the missing Male is as under: lest Distt., New Delhi. Her physical

Jurisdiction of Police Station Raj Park Name: Parvaon@NItln@Dlllp. description is as under: o | ZecuhinSenie sgj:;N‘PNTL_ wiw.kiangers.gov.in
Delhi, In this regard DD No. 50A Dated |Age:26 Years,

Sex: Female, Height: 5'0", Complexion: Fair, Face: Long,
Built: Thin, Hair: Normal Black, Wearing: Black Suit &
Salwar and Slipper on her Feet.

cere efforts have been made by local police to trace out the
missing girl but no clue has come to light so far. If anyone have

o Fegh /ARy Ffear st ffaa s F e 2,
s fo Fafaen o o sedifan faemn % srpam wmm g nfsa w9
& e el #1 sefeafs § e s ) aeifs e )
T % wvem A fawra fafae @re smoft a qeitE i § awe
zu Fifarmmmeit %71 @ favia ffaa det senf | fad o A

3",

g

Face: Long, Built: Medmm We:rlng Green Colour T-
shirt with Blue Colour Lower and White Colour Slipper
in Feet. (Mental condition is not good)

If anyone have any information about this missing Male
please inform P.S. Nabi Karim, Delhi.

Web: http://cbi.nic.in, Email: cic@cbi.gov.in

08.02.2025 has been registered at P.S.:
Raj Park Delhi, Sincere efforts have been made by local police
totrace out the Missing Girl but no clue has come to light so far. If
anyone have any information about this Missing Girl Please
informto the following.

any information about this missing girl please inform to the

o ek i following. SHO, | [Fasrefimn &1 ®1 afiysn seemaiFas & wm gl
Website : http://cbi.nic.in . 011-: - 011-: i
E-Mail ID: cic@cbi.gov.in | |Pha011-243688 641, Fac: 411 SHO Police Station Palam Village, | [#77 1
Fax: 011-24368639 P.S.: Raj Park Delhi Police Station Nabi Karim, Delhi| | Website: https://cbi.nic.in South-West Distt., New Delhi Eoty rferomret siferTd,
DP/2080/0D/2025 Mobile: 7065036123, 8010626467 | DP/1982/CD/2025 Ph: 011-23621045, 8750870428 | | DP/1933/SW/2025 Ph.: 011-25365979, 9873193002 | | =¥ wiferent wftwg, efrarer T utfereRt aftag S
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Viksit Arunachal celebrating

9th Statehood Day

Donyi Polo Airport, Itanagar
Delivered November 2022

Sela Tunnel
Delivered March 2024

1st Medical College at state, TRIHMS
MBBS seats up from 50 to 100

Arunachal Pradesh University
Delivered July 2022

Kameng Hydro Electric Project
Delivered November 2022

wrale e wnae s

Pipsorang, Vijoynagar & Tali
connected by road network for
first time since Independence

Governance reaching at people’s doorsteps
- Ist Cabinet Aapke Dwar conducted at Nyapin on 17th February 2025
- Key decisions made for overall development of Arunachal Pradesh Delivered October 2021

Itanagar Underpass

Development... Promised... Delivered...

ms JA| HIND, JAI ARUNACHA L s

DIPR/ARN-0033/2024
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ﬂqgggggg. Punjab State Power Corporation Limited

Regd, Office : PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala-147001.
Corporate Identity Number U40109PB2010SGC033813
Website : www.pspcl.in (Contact No. 96461-22185)
Tender Enquiry No. 345/SSD-158/S-1/2025 Dated : 20.02.2025
Dy. CE/Substati Design/ TS O ), C-1 Shakti
Vihar, PSPCL, Patiala invites Short term E-tender for
manufacturing, testing and supply of 10 nos. 25/31.5 MVA
66/11KV Power Transformers. For detailed NIT & Tender
Specification, please refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in
from 20.02.2025 (11:00AM onwards).
Note : Corrigendum and amendments, if any, will be
published online at https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

C 119125, DPRIPD.  76156/1213932:2023/41839

D) NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY
E- TENDERING TENDER NOTICE
Sr.0) Railway, Jhansi for and

(T
behall of President of India invites sealed “Open Tender” through on Line (E-
Tendering) for the following work.
E-Tender No. : JHS-TD-TENDER-2024-21 | Approx Cost (Rs.) : 28556568.28
atenary & Contact wire

: 9¢
for reliability of 25KV OHE in Jhansi division.
Earnest Money/Bid Security (Rs.) : 292800.00
Date of closing Tender. : 12.03.2025 15:00 pm.
Date of completion/period from Issue acceptance letter : 09 Months.

«Tender online can be submitted up to 15:00 hrs. on 12.03.2025 « For full details.
and submission of bid please see the Indian Railways website
www.ireps.gov.in 320125

)cproncry (0 CPRONCR

SS al FOOD SAFETY AND STANDARDS
Y OF INDIA
Inspiring Trust, Assuring Safe & Nutritious Food
Ministry of Health and Family Weitare, Government of India.
FDA Bhawan, Kotla Road, New Delhi-110002
TENDER NOTICE
FSSAI has invited bids for procurement of
“Microbial Detection System” in FSSAI
through GeM portal. The Last date for
submission ofBidsis 31.03.2025(1300hrs).
For detailed advertisement, please visit
GeM Portal or FSSAI website.

fssai.gov.in/tenders.pt

CBC 17163/11/0017/2425 ED(HR)

TAMIL NADU MARITIME BOARD >

(Government of Tamil Nadu) )Ef’\

Request For Proposal (RFP) for Selection of Port Operator for Operation,
Maintenance & Marketing of Cuddalore Port for a Period of 40 Years

Tamil Nadu Maritime Board invites Request for Proposal (RFP)
for Selection of Port Operator for Operation, Maintenance
& Marketing of Cuddalore Port for a period of 40 Years. The

schedule of important dates are as follows:

Date of Issue of RFP Documents | 20.02.2025 @ 11.00 AM
Bid Due Date and Time 07.04.2025 @ 11.00 AM
Opening Date and Time 08.04.2025 @ 11.30 AM

For detailed Request for Proposal, please visit:
https://tntenders.goy gep/a)
Sd/- STATE PORT OFFICER

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

General Public is hereby informed that
an unidentified male namely Unknown,
Slo: Unknown, R/o: Unknown, was
found dead due to train accident on
17.02.2025, at KM Pole No. 5/25, 05/27,
Upline, Adarsh Nagar, Railway Station,
Delhi. In this regard DD No.: 19A, Dated
17.02.2025, U/S 194 BNSS, has been
lodged at Police Station Subzi Mandi
Railway Station, Delhi-110007.
Identification of unidentified dead body
of maleis as under:
Sex: Male, Age: Approx 25-30 years, Height : 52", Complexion:
Shallow, Injury Mark: Head Crushed & Both Legs are Broken,
Identification Mark: ‘Trishool" Tattoo on Right Hand, Wearing:
Grey Lower, Grey Inner, Orange T-Shirt & Printed White Flowers
on Black T-Shirt. The dead body of deceased preserved for 72
hours in Subzi Mandi Mortuary for identification.
If any one having any information or clue about this male
deceased may kindly be informed undersigned. SHO
Police Station
Subzi Mandi Railway Station, Delhi-07

OIPR_661/Tender2025

E-mail: ciccbi@chi.nic.in
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@ g g,

(Phone/Fax) : 05944-240921

wHTatera refteror T,
wires Fmtor fawm, wegv (Fuw fag )

mail-

[5] SOUTH WESTERN RAILWAY
Tender Notice No: CAO/CN/BNC/7012025
Dated : 13-02-2025
on behalf of the

com The
President of India, invites E-Tenders

THF-369/23 TH-04/2025

g wfaeraies §-ffeer (e-tendering)

AfE  18.02.2025| | forthe following work.

Na the Work | Appro»

HEWfEn TETTE STREVE & S F i afgn, 994 g9,

g firfataa wr #q §-2veft g 7 fas fem ¥ st fifam smita = s € | fifee & wafm|
it =A@ hitp:/www.uktenders.gov.in W i 24.02.

Bengaluru Division - [Rs. 30,
Construction of 2 lane ROB in fieu of
LC No. 46 (Manned) at Km:78/340 with
1x36m Composite Girder in
Mallasandra Yard and Construction of

@ofFofde Faqr (Fvm fiie FR)

2.2025 | YA A |

Limited Height Subway of size

o & & i Fife FAfer v ot S 5.5x2.5m between Tumakuru -
5o srrfor vy = w=A W & Manasa(:;ﬂra Sx:m:ns (C()Amspu?;l:
5 Work) (Tender Ref. No.. ASK-TK-
(vra | @ e Aum wafa sroft ROBALCAGR)
#) |(woH) | (femm) [ Last dato forsubmission o bics
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Upto 15:00 Hrs on 11-03-2025
- = - For details log on: www.ireps.gov.in
TR FHEiHE T G 10.00 | 5000.00 | 120 fa5 | 15w | Y@ ‘:?"V / Deputy Chief Engineer/Construction/
s A (W) ¥ ¥ R
P ST 18%GST T ;afa‘f_m
i 5 wE SR
e ;ﬂﬁ ;!:“ f“"q; o =57 EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY [©)
e | e it A E-TENDER NOTICE
Foston v | S E-Tenders is invted for execution of the
A ; following work by Divisional Railway
(575 Fefto ) T Manager (Commercial), E.C. Railway,
arefterur sifurger | [Orenbad

TenderNo.: C-710-TORFA-GCT.

icity Regulato

Floor, Te
Petition No. 225/TL/2024

SECTION 15 OF THE ELECTRICITY
An application under Section 14 of the Electricity Act, 2003 (the
Transmission Limited, C 105, Anand Niketan, New Delhi-1100:
transmission licence for *Augmentation of 2x500 MVA, 400/230kV tr:
ICTs) at Karur PS and implementation of the 1 no. of 230kV line
interconnection of REGS of Nannai Solar Park Pvt. Ltd. on RTM routs

NOTICE UNDER CLAUSE (a) OF SUB-SECTION (5) OF

1. Name of the work with its location &
completion period : Development of Gati
Shakti Multi-Modal Cargo Temminal (GCT) at
TORI-A-{TORI) Station Entirely on Railway
fand for the period of thirty five years (35
years) i.e 420 months. 2. Approx. cost of
development of Gati Shakti Multi-Modal
Cargo Terminal (GCT) at Ton-A<(TORI) :
¥31,12,98,195/-, 3. Earnest Money

23,11,28,900/-, 4. Date & Time for closing

ry Commlssmn

Dated: 14.2.2025

_ACT, 2003

Act) has been made by Karur
21 for the grant of a separate
ansformation capacity (3rd & 4th
bay at Karur 400/230kV PS for
e (hereinatfter referred to as “the

Tender ]
tender at 15.00 hours on 17.03.2025. Date
of opening of e-tender afer 15:30 frs. on
17.03.2025. 5. Website particulars

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY
Ri:

TRy BT/ R/ e, 4. /2024-25 117.02.2025

CMS/AGRA/NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY acting for and on behalf of The
President of India invites E-Tenders against Tender No AGC-MED-LP-
2025 Closing Date/Time 11/03/2025 10:30 Hrs. Bidders will be able to
submit their original/revised bids upto closing date and time only. Manual
offers are not allowed against this tender, and any such manual offer
recaived shallbeignored

Tender No.:- AGC-MED-LP-2025

Name of Work:- Rate contract with Firms for day (o day Retall Local Purchase
|of Medicines, Surgical & Pathology Items for a period of two years.

Last Date & Time of Tender:- 11/03/2025 10:30 Hrs

Detailed tender notification Is avaliable on Indian Railway's E Tender website
www.ireps.gov.in, Kindly note that manual offers are not allowed against this
tender, and 327125 (D)

[F] North central railways @ www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in [%] @ CPRONCR

L

RO BT s
fhem, o, g
S G w0 0143274428, B W0 01417740868, 1 S - reocjatpur@pmed com
P Edall B&2 92/2024-25 Rl 18.02.2025
IR T IS GRAZ G Selection of Sports Management Agency for
Operations and Management of RCOE & RTOPs and conducting & digitizing|
s for Talent Identification for RCOE & RTOPs &¢ PRzl & faiRal
s Al 7 aaA s va R fis §-udivie aiba g
itroder A,/ Rep A @t 2 @Al &g amia 2 o & | a7 e
rajastha in T http:// junic.in U7 www.rssc.in)

TR Al 1w |
UBN No.:RSC24255L0B000S0
e e /el 241962

 116/508 /14

swnd w1 A e
g it R g s “Canstuchuonof|
il il and E & M works undor Devprayag Pumping water supply Scheme Block
Devprayag of District Tehri (Uttarakhand). Work included confirmatory Survey, Design,
Testing and Commissioning and 05 Years Operation & Maintenance of Scheme

u - v )

et (4T, A |

g
2 wrfERf wver — (i v, se
3. i w8 R
4. AR iR @

ol - v?ﬁr:(um?o?s 9T 15,00 & HOAE |

in 9@ w famrm

sihieor sifiasan
s ae wt sfve

T T @
Tel: 0291-2650750, Email; r] aceja@nlc in

wAE sl-pl/m/vm/ 24-25/ 10786-796 i : 10.02.2025
Fars wiviTe = WA 2, NIB Hm 13-14 /2024-25

5 wafer gun A w8 wé fafer e 13-14/2024-25 § Ffa s F sifas
:wua B4 % v farg Heim o e mlps Ileproc.rajasthan.gov.in U&
hitps://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in 7
ffaa WA 13/ 2024-25 (EC-Rs. ‘5913]7Lakhj(UBN PHE2425WLOB08268)
Fofere e 14/ 2024-25 (EC-Rs 18744.70 Lakh) (UBN - PHEZ‘ZSWLOEOB?BS?

(R )

i g sifudar
DIPR/C/1970/2025 o vaeen vy favim, & vew s

€ NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

T. Notice No. 230-Elect/TRD/PRY.J/E
E.

S1. Ol Ele 9
alindia
ko 230 TRONRC 050 J028

Monkey over Traction Installation Strucures in Betvaon Seckon PL Dos Dayal
Upadhyaya - Jhinjhak of Prayagraj Division.

Advertised value : Rs 63,89,61427
T.No.: 230-TRD-WC-939-2025

| Bid Security : Rs. 1.27.800.00

v Timbing D
n Installation Structures In between Section Jhinjhak - Chipiyana
Buzurg of Prayagra) Division.

\dvertised value : Rs. 60,61835.00 | Bid Security : Rs. 1.21,200.00

‘ompletion Period : 09 Months Bidding system : Singie Packel

over Tr

SEARCH FOR MISSING GIRL

General public is hereby informed
that this girl namely Komal D/o
Harish R/o Jhuggi No. N-116/258, J.
J. Camp, Badli, Samaypur Badli,
Delhi Age: 15years, Height: 5 feet
3inch, Built: Medium, Face: Round,
Complexion: Wheatish wearing
black Colour jacket & lower and
hawai chappal in feet has been
missing from her house since
14.02.2025. In this regard a FIR No.
KnMAL 185/2025 u/s 137)(2) BNS dated
14.02.2025 has been registered at
P.S. Samaypur Badli, Delhi.
Any person having any information or clue about this
missing girl may kindly inform to the following.

DP/ LY/2025 Ph.: 8750871303, Project”) consisting of the following elements: |http/www.ireps.govin. No manual tender
Sl Name of the scheme and Estimated Cost Remark :::Mb:y :;,;m::ﬁxz:;::gzﬁn
No. Implementation timeframe (¥ Crores) reject any or all the tenders without
1 | Augmentation of 2x500 MVA, 400/230 kV 115 Approved to be
= transformation capacity (3rd & 4th ICTs) at Karur PS. implemented under Divisional Railway Manager (Comm.) /
Tender No.130 . . Date:19.02.2025 Tentative Implementation timeframe: 18 months. RTM by Karur CR/Dhanbad
e-Tender Date Extension Notice-09 Transmission Limited || |PRI02140/DHN/Comm.(T/24-25/36
Due to unavoidable reasons, the dates of of tenders :
invited against 2 | Implementation of 1 no. of 230KV line bay at Karur 557 Approved to be =
| ' T 12023 400/230kV PS for interconnection of REGS of Ms i under il v
&-NITNo. 01/UJVNL/ DGM(Civil-Arakot-Tiuni-Plasu)/ TP/2023-24, b L ) RTM by Kanur N 2l )
&-NITNo. 02/UJVNL/ DGM(Civil-Arakot-Tiuni-Plasu)/ TP/2023-24, Transmission Linited SYITNTS ST 4 TORY
@-NITNo. 03/UJVNL/ DGM(Civil-Arakot-Tiuni-Plasu) TP/2023-24 15 months from the date of issuance of OMby CTUIL, forega fietar el e, wegr
are hereby extended as follows: i.e.,23/112026 (Ffrarer ) §-fafemr g
L ission of bids :17.03.2025at 16:00 Hrs , AdTEEARTEG gR1 WA W
i DatacroN 1603 LIRS BTD Fon Detailed scope of the Scheme is given below: s o e
Date &Time of Opening of e-Tender Part-l: S. Scope of the Transmission Scheme Capacity/km Bt el
Lot 1:20.03.2025after 11.00 hrs. No. s 16 w)@ =
Lot2: 21.03.2025 after 11.00 hrs ik 5 |
1 | Augmentation of 2x500 MVA, 400/230 kV | i. 500 MVA, 400/230 kV ICTs - 2 Nos. 5 2 T 5
Lot 3:22.03.2025after 11.00 hrs. transformation capacity (3rd & 4th ICTs)atKarurPS | ii. 400 KV ICT bay — 2 Nos. ;7.0 2025 3 3 e 738/ fa0
Details of etc. may jil. 230 KV ICT bay - 2 Nos. 0FI0R0(70) el 10.02.2025
portal gov.in" g1 frafafaa ¢
Dy. General Manager (Civil) 2 |1 no. of 230KV line bay at Karur 400/230kV PS for | i. 230KV line bay-1 No. prsi 1 f A
Arakot-Tiuni &TiuniPlasu Project, Dakpathar interconnection of REGS of M/s Nannai Solar Park Py, VR L il 14
"Avoid wasteful use of Electricity” Lid e T 4§ ufm A 53 9

2. The Central Transmission Utility of India Limited, vide its letter dated 17.7.2024, has recommended
for the grant of a transmission licence to the applicant to establish the proposed transmission

Fr fedia 27.02.2025 TR
1.00 # 7% fawafa #t ardt ¥
I3 fafaerd famiar 27.02.2025 )

NORTHERN RAILWAY

PROCLAMATION REQUIRED

THE APPEARANCE OF PERSON ACCUSED

E-mail: cic@cbigovin  SHO :P.S. Samaypur Badli, Delhi
Website: http://cbi.nic.in Ph. : 7065036926,
Fax: 24368639, 8595617338
Tel.: 24368638/24368641 DP/2020/0N/2025

SEARCH FOR MISSING/KIDNAP!

General public is hereby informed that a
female namely Laxmi W/o: Siddhartha,
R/o 0-229-230 Mangolpuri,Delhi has
been missing/ kidnapped from her home
In this regard, a DD No 100A Dt.
16.02.2025 has been registered at PS:
Mangol Puri, Delhi The description of
the missing female as under.

Age: 27 years, Height: 54" Complexion: Wheatish,
Face: Round, Wearing: Black Colour Top & Plazo and
Slipper in feet . Sincere efforts have been made by the
local police to trace out her but no clue has come to
light so far. Any person is having information or clue
about this missing female may kindly inform to the
following.

Ph. No. 011-24368638, 24368641

Website: http://cbi.nic.in
E-mail: cic@cbi.gov.in
Fax No. 011-24368639
DP/2033/0D/2025

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

W) 6. €1yel—33004 /99 REGD. No. D. L.-33004/99

HIXd &1 -1
The Gazette of India

aft o~y 0t —31—22012025-260370
CG-UP-E-22012025-260370
SR
EXTRAORDINARY
WP S 330U (i)
PART li—Section 3—Sub-section (ii)

PS: Mangol Puri, Delhi
Ph No. 8750205454, 7065036122

(SEE SECTION 82 Cr.PC)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Suraj Suman Etc.S/o-Krishan Kumar, Age-30 Years, Temporary
Address- H.No. 516/06, Shiv Laal Choak, Govind Puri, Kalkaji
Delhi-19, Permanent Address-Village-Choti Ali Ganj Pakur|
(Ward No. 01), Post+Thana, District-Pakur (Jharkhand), has

(oris cted to have the offence in
case FIR No-2094/2023 punishable U/s 143(1) RLY ACT and it
has been returned to a Warrant of arrest thereupon issued that
said accused Suraj Suman can not be found and whereas it has
been shown to my satisfaction that the said accused Suraj
Suman has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the
service of the said Warrant).
Proclamation is here by made that the said accused Suraj Suman
is required to appear before this court to answer the said!
‘complaint on or before 25.04.2025.

By order
ShriAPURAV GUPTA, SRM, Delhi

55612025

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

_ZONE/05/2024-01, Date: 18.02.2025
National Compemlve Bidding
BID N

coNsuLTANcV SERVICES FOR PLANNING
ING AND PREPARATION OF
nETAll D PROJECT REPORT (DPR) FOR
RECREATIONAL ZONE OF CORE CAPITAL
CITY AT SITE-1, HEC AREA, RANCHI

1. | Name of the Work

|2 ‘m“"“" submission of | o1ine Bidding (two bid system)
Toid Fae T Cost of Tender Document: Rs. 10,000/~
3.| Bid Fos (through (Ten thousand rupees only) (Non-

refundable)

Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) - Rs.
2,00,000 (Two lakh rupees only)

Earnest Money Deposit
(in me (through

s

5% (in form of Bank Guarantee)

system
3. Based on the material available on the record, the Commission vide order dated 14.2.2025 in [ [12.30 3 #I= 7% fwers
Petition No. 225"1/2024 nas proposed to issue a transmission licence to the applicant for | [SIH1 o LCERCEIE]
h 1above 27.02.2025 F1 A 1.00 7
4. Acopy of the along with its and made by the applicant for the | |srrs # wieft st | fafara 1]
grantofan inter-Stat licence to Karur L C e fvm T o W -
::‘an be a:cess:_ldwalyme www;idgmﬁrle!gysmuuonsgum or inspected by any person in the e .~ PHOROBIONOED)
5. Notice is hereby given in pursuance of clause (a) of sub—secllon (5) of Section 15 of the Act that | %% 20042025 1 -
ifany, to the C ? licencetothe | |f0fE0F10m0(70)-10/2024-2025
applicant, as aforesaid, be sent to the undersigned by et 2025 ‘at the above noted address. The | |areftaror sifira,

received after not | o e
6. The application shall be taken p for the further hearing by the Commission on 6.3.2025. Any person | (& 24x7 SiFETET wTaT ¥
who files yin his/her discretion attend the hearing, for which no TADA [ |\ ou e "o 2% ey

shall be paid by the Commission. sa-| [ < : v N
Harpreet Singh Pruthi ygipuer Fon. Troe WNo:
{arp gs,c,.,,,,} 18004190405/1912 * ‘rpfea |
@ard’’ RO-773/

19.02.2025

KONKAN RAILWAY CORPORATION LIMITED
(A Goverment of India Undertaking)

LIMITED E-TENDER PACKET SYSTEM)
DWHTATION NOTICE
1. Name of Work: Erection of OHE works for 2 x 25 KV Traction system between
tarsi to Khandwa section (KM 658 to 704) of Bhopal Division under West Central
Railway in the state of MP. Notice No: KRICO/EL/ET-KNW/T/09/25 Dtd:
i 153,28.461,
excluding GST. EMD : 2 2,26,650-, Last Date & time for Online Submission
Of Tender: 070212025 up o 15.00 Hrs. Opening of Tender: On 07/02/2025 at
15.30 Hrs.
2. Name of Work: Erection of OHE works for 2 x 25 KV Traction system between
Itarsi to Khandwa section (KM 704 to 750) of Bhopal Division under West Central
Raiway in the state of MP. Notice No: KRICO/EL/ET-KNWIT/10/25 Dtd: 20/02/
2025. Completion Period: 6 (Six) Months. Estimated Cost: ¢ 1,53,28,461/-
excluding GST. EMD : ¥ 2,.26,650/-. Last Date & time for Online Submission
Of Tender: 07/02/2025 up to 15.00 Hrs. Opening of Tender: On 07/02/2025 at
15.30Hrs.
Amendments 7 Corrigendum if any, would be uploaded on IREPS website only,
Submission of Tender Documents: Through IREPS. Manual Tender Documents
shall not be accepted.

SEARCH FOR MISSING/KIDNAPPED

General public is hereby informed
that one female namely Radha W/o
Pintu, R/o H.No. 37/16, Gali No. 02,
Phase-4, Shiv Vihar, Karawal Nagar,
Delhi, Age: 18 years, Height: 5'3",
Complexion: Fair, Face: Long, Built:
Thin, wearing Yellow colour Jacket,
Blue colour Plazo and Chappal in
feet, has been missing/kidnapped
from her house in the area of P.S.
Karawal Nagar, Delhi since 11.02.2025 at 4:30 PM. In this
regard a DD No. 51A, dated 15.02.2025 has been lodged
atP.S. Karawal Nagar, Delhi.

Sincere efforts have been made by the local police to trace out
the female but no clue has come to light so far. If any one
having
Website : http//cbi nic.in

herplease i

SHO
Ph. No. - 011-24368638, 24368641 P.S. Karawal Nagar, Delhi
DP/2051/NE/2025  Ph. No.: 9205832616, 9650535871

SEARCH FOR MISSIN

General Public is hereby informed that
one Girl Namely: Diksha, D/o: Rajesh,
R/o: H. No. 2668, Gali Arya Samaj, Sita

Ram Bazar, Turkman Gate Delhi, Sex:

Female, Age: 22 Years, Height: 4'5",
Complexion: Shallow, Built: Strong,
Face: Round, Wearing: Yellow Colour
Suit. in feet has been missing since
15.02.2025 from H. No. 2668, Gali Arya
Samaj, Sita Ram Bazar, Turkman Gate
Delhi, from the Jurisdiction of Police
. Station Chandni Mahal Delhi, In this
Diksha  rogarg DD No. 65A Dated 15.02.2025
has been registered at P.S.: Chandni Mahal Delhi, Sincere
efforts have been made by local police to trace out the Missing
Girl but no clue has come to light so far. If anyone have any
about this Missing Girl Please inform to the

For detailed NIT & tender specifications, please refer (o
ji from 17:

ote : Comgendum and sddercum. if any. wh be publshed onine st
hitps:/eproc. punjab.
(GATPOT125, OPRIPY 161551 2/393420234 1884

[(F No. NCR -HQOCENG (LAND)16/2024-O/o DY.CEIC-1/AGC
(Computer No. 114142)

ondor Closing date & Timo : 10173 2025 & 14,00 Fir B i Is. 1’3;‘;;;7;33(0 59 (asretention money from each running
Tender Opening date & Time : 10,03 2025 & 1500 Ars 2 bill)
Nota :1.The compete nformation along Wi (snder documment of bove - Tenders W 28] A8 feeell, 6@, ad 20, 2025 /414 30,1948 | ‘2‘,"“““’{""3' of fender | pom o
5 gov.in 21 days prioc " No. 326] NEW DELHI, MONDAY, JANUARY 20, 2025/PAUSHA 30,1946 6.t 0
the tender. 2. Bids other Bids sha tod 1 L 3 3 5 |*[ (Date & Time) Z00ZZ025 R 1300 | TOM32025 3 17200
tenders. For this purpose, vendors are required (o get themselves registered with MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS e L T
IREPS webisto along wih Dial Sgrature Certicate. 3. In case of any dfculy (North Central Railway (Engineering Department) o 20.02.2025at13:00 1 19.03.2025 at 17:00
323/25(AS) NOTIFICATION | (Date & Time) rs ) Hrs. )
[£]Northcentralraluays. @ www.ncr.ndianrailways govin [X]@ CPRONCR Agra, the 7th January, 2025 .| Date & Time of Pre-B1d | o2 0o oe oo
$.0. 328(E).-In exercise of the powers conferred by clause (7A) of Section 2 of | meeting N -
the Railways Act 1989 (24 of 1989), the Central Government herby authorzes the steR Tmeol
y» gs;_P_c!. Pu n;ab e A e AT er] | | officer mentioned in column (2) of the Table below as competent authority’to perform | (| 9| ;?IX:I::I‘T“’“ ofpre-bid | 28.0220252¢11:00 Hs.
thet
EB Head Office, The Mall, Patiaia-147001 ) Date & Tum of Tech. 5 5
O G000 B20105CC033515 Wabsit - warw papelin the jectof AF- | || 19 Bid Openin 20052035 817000
VK Powss (Goindal Sahib) Limited f 3 r obe ~
e Prot o, 1SN Cogua SR Limted oo 11 gm ();Enwnl ston | Tobe fimated _
Tol " India CIN - U4010TG197PLC020483 b 12 Date of Financial Bid o o intimated
(A wholy owned subsidiary of Guri Amar Das Thormal Power Limited, GATPL) v X pening
| (A stop down wholly owned subsidiary of Punjab State Powsr Corporation Limited, PSPCL) | TRBCE Greater Ranchi Development Agency Lid,
DaptHOD, Chamisiry GATP, Golndwal Sahib. Invites E-Tendar for the 3rd Floor, Room No. 303, Yojna Bhawan,
workof StNo. Competent Authori Sub Division District 13, Office Address NepalHouse Complex, Dorands, Rarchi
7 Gated 1910212025 Tl @ o) T Jharkhand- 834002,
“TENDER FOR Supply of Alum (Non-Ferric)-Commercial Grade E-mail: project. gxdm@umnll com
(Pro-Treatment Chemical)" 1| Sub Divisional Officer Bandikui Bandikui Dausa 14| Helpline no. +91 651 2491068/2491084 |
a \ Distt: Tam
‘Taran, Punjab as pe 2 | Sub Divisional Officer.Laxmangarh Laxmangarh Alwar Note: Only e-Bid will be accepted following.

Further details are available on Jharkhand Government e-
procurement website https://jharkhandtenders.govin

PR 346730 (Urban Development

Website : http://cbi.nic.in
E-Mail ID: cic@cbi.gov.in
Fax: 011-24368639

SHO
P.S.: Chandni Mahal Delhi

Sd/-
and Housing) 24-25 (D) e A T © )

DP/2032/CD/2025 Mobile: 8750870423



PORTUGUESE DIDN’'T RULE ENTIRE GOA FOR
450 YRS, HISTORY DISTORTED: CM SAWANT

Al \/ISUALI'TION

(=1 =

Tiger cub killed in Ukhand hit-&-run

six-month-old tiger cub was killed after being hit by an

unidentified vehicle while crossing the Rampur-Haldwani
road in the Tanda range of the Terai Central Forest Division,
about L5 km from Sanjay Van around 9pm Tuesday, officials
said. Tanda range officer Roop Narayan Gautam and his team
reached the spot upon receiving the information and took the
cub's carcass into custody. “The vehicle that struck the cub
remains unidentified. An autopsy will be

visit to B'’desh: Army chief

‘Armed Forces Shouldn’t Be Dragged Into Political Controversies’

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: India since 2014
has been sertive” in its
communication to Pakistan
and “they have understood
that we mean business”, Ar-
my chief General Upendra
Dwivedi said Wednesday,
while also expressing “con-
cern” over reports that a Pak
Army-ISI delegation recently
ed areas in Bangladesh
eto'Chicken'’s Neck'orthe
Siliguri Corridor in Bengal.
Gen Dwivedi also said In:
diaand Chinaarenowlooking
at how they both can reduce
the massive number of troops
deployed along the Lineof Ac:
tual Control after the disen-
gagement at Depsang and
Demchok in eastern Ladakh
last Oct, while reiterating all

and we are initiating legal action against the unknown driver,”
Gautam said. He added that tigers, elephants, and other
wildlife frequently cross this stretch of road. “A tigress was
spotted in the area a few days ago. The deceased cub likely
belonged to her,” he said. Uttarakhand recorded 15 tiger deaths
in 2024, down from 22 in 2023, with causes including natural
factors, territorial fights, and accidents. While poaching cases
have significantly declined, authorities remain concerned
about the impact of road traffic on wildlife movement. mw

STA  STICS A slice of life in numbers

DIABETES 8 TIMES DEADLIER
THAN MALARIA NOW

corps have been
“empowered” to resolve mi-
nor issues related to patroll-
ingandgrazingsothat they do
not “escalate into violence”.
Inthe backdrop of defence
minister Rajnath Singh earli-

er this month refuting Con-
gress MP Rahul Gandhi's
claimthat the Army chief had
stated Chinese troops were
present inside Indian territo-
ry, Gen Dwivedi, duringa pod-
cast with ANI, said the armed
forces should not be dragged
into political controver:

Singh had accused Gand-
hi of misquoting the Army
chief and indulging in “irre.
sponsible politics” onmatters
of national security. Gen Dwi-
vedi,on hispart, said, “Ithink

General Upendra Dwivedi
said India and China are

looking at how they both
can reduce massive troops
deployed along LAC after
di gement in eastern
Ladakh last Oct. He said

that all corps commanders

said, noting the number of
“Jocal people” being recruited
asterrorists in J&K hassignif-
icantly gone down, people no
longer have “confusion” over
their identity and the theme
of ensuring the move from
“terrorism to tourism” was
working wellon theground.
“India has said very clear-
1y that we will be assertive in
our ¢ ication (to Pa-

have been ‘emp: to
resolve minor issues related
to patrolling and grazing

Kkistan). And if required, we
can be aggressive also. So, if
you force us, then we will be

the political answer has been
given by the Raksha Mantri
(Singh). But the thing which 1
learnt is that it's important
that 1 must make an endeav-
our that the Army should
not be involved in politics.”
On the Pakistan front, the
Army chief said the neigh-
bour has been very cle:
told that the entire J&K is “an
integral part of India”, with
the reading down of Article
370 in Aug 2019. “There is no
compromise with this,” he

ager

nicateour intent,” he said.
Asked about last month’s

»1:1( of Pak Army-ISI delega-

desh, Gen Dwived
used the word epicentre of ter-
rorism for a particular coun-
try (Pakistan). Now those
countrymen, if they go to any
otherplaceand they happen to
beourneighbour, as faraslam
concerned, I should be con:
cerned about it. That they
should not be able to use that
soiltosend terroriststoIndia.”

Plan to divert Manikaran ‘holy water’ stirs row

Rohit.Mullick@timesofindia.com

Kullu: A proposal to transfer water from
the natural hot water springs at Manika-

SADA in Manikaran has led to zero devel-
opment, and now they want to take a
our water...

‘The proposal has alsosparked a war of

we would not let them doso.”

ODISHA CM PROMISES “‘QUICK JUSTICE’, URGES
STUDENTS FROM NEPAL TO RETURN TO KIIT

Car crash leads to 3
bodies at home, cops
suspect suicide pact

Dwaipayan.Ghosh
@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: A car crash on Kolka-
ta's EM Bypass left three mem-
bers of a prominent business
family gravely injured early on
Wednesday, but soon spiralled
into a shocking sequence of
events as the bodies of three
other members werefoundly-
ing lifeless in their home,
mere kms away in Tangr:

Police suspect a e
pact, though they registered a
murder complaint. Sleuths be-
hevo that mounting financial
since Covid pandemic
may have driven the Dey fam-
ily, once prosperous in leather
goods trade, to thisdrastic smp

Dey (45) Pranay Dey (44), dnll
Pranay's son Pratip (14)
dashed into a metro pillar at
100kmph, smashing the vehi-
cle almost beyond recogni-
tion. The three occupants sur-
vived and were taken to a hos-
pital. Nearly six hours later, in
a hospital bed, Pranay in
formed cops about the deaths:
“There are three women lying
dead at my hou His wife
Sudeshna, h law Ro-
mi, :md his niece Priyamvada.
ranay said that the fam-
had payesh laced with

ilyof

Kolkata cops suspect the Deys
were driven to take the extreme
step after business losses

sedatives, intending to die to-
gether. Some also inflicted in-
juries on themselves. The
three survivors later left in the
car with the intention of end-
ingtheirli CP(crimeand
traffic) Rupesh Kumar said.

A team rushed to the house
and broke open the door. In-
side, they found the bodies in
different rooms, with multiple
injuries. Pratip also had cut
wounds on his wrist. Romi's fa-
ther has lodged a murder
plaint against unknown per-
sons. “Video and written state-
mentsof thethree hospitalised
men have been recorded, and
verification on whether the
crash was suicidal or acciden-
talisin progress,’ idacop.

Source: Dataferindiacom

Just 20 years ago, malaria killed more Indians than diabetes did,
and now diabetes kills eight times as many people as malaria.
This doesn't mean that we can take our foot off the malaria-prevention
pedal yet, but it does signal a big shift in the future of Indian health

Share of Indian deaths, by cause (in %)
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ran—asiteof pilgrimage for both Hindu
and Sikhs — to the nearby popular touris|
destination of Kasol, 4km away, in Parvati
Valley of Kullu district has upset the lo-
cals. Residents have threatened mass agi-
tation if the plan to “use the holy water for
commercial purposes” is not withdrawn.
It was proposed at the recent meeting
of the Special Area Development Au-

Locals are upset over proposal to use Manikaran
hot spring water for ‘commercial purposes’ at
the nearby popular tourist destination of Kasol

words among local politicians. BJP’s Na-
rotam Thakuraccused Kullu's CongMLA
Sundar Singh Thakur of having “vested
interest” in the project. “It's a bad idea to
transfer the holy water of Manikaran,
which is a globally famous religious site.
Neither the people of Manikaran want
the water to be diverted nor the people of
Kasol. It'sjust thelocal MLA...," headded.

thority that a new nature park would be
built in Kasol, having ‘jacuzzi hot baths’,
water for which would be brought from
Manikaran through a network of pipes.
Enraged by lhe pmpnsd] Manikaran

they

nooneshould beallowed to misuse the wa-
ter: If govt wants to build hot baths, then
hould do it in Manikaran itse
said Narender Kumar, a local. He added

Responding to the allegations, Kullu
MLA Sunder Singh Thakur had last week
said, “Whenever we have talked about de-
velopment, some people in Kullu have op-
posed it, making religion an excuse. They

residents met that
Torul SRavishandsenta mcmm"\ndum to
the CM, demandingscrappingof the plan.
“Manikaran is a site of pilgrimage, and

ring water from Manikaran to Kasol.
Opposing the project, local
Shailender Sharma said, *

transfer-  opposed projects from the ski village to
evenparagliding in Dhalpur, Kullu. Butno
one will be allowed to thwart the develop-

ment processon the pretext of religion.”

sident
“Tmposition of

‘Accidental death’ in Guj turns out
to be murder by same-sex partner

Surat: What seemed like an accidental death at an embroidery
unit in Gujarat’s Katargam earlier this month turned out to be
a premeditated murder. Cops arrested a 19-year-old man for al-
legedly strangling his 24-year-old same-sex partner on Feb8.

The duo lived together, but tensions rose when the victim re
corded their intimate video. The accused, enraged over infidelity
andfearingblackmail, demanded its deletion. On Feb8, when the
vietim was on night duty, the accused approached him and asked
him to hand over his phone. When he refused, the accused stran-
gled him witha gamcha and staged the sceneasan accident.

To avoid suspicion, he took n\e \wclnn to the hospital .m:l at-
tended hislastrites. P th
CCTV footage, leading them tothe dLL\Lsc(l Hew: dslmu‘d toBihar,
where he wasarrested. “He confessed to the crime,” saida cop. mw

Couple grows saffron
in 400sqft Nagpur

room, nets 50L/y¢ar

@timesofindia.com

Nagpur: In an unassuming
400-square-foot room in their
flat, a Nagpur couple is grow-
ingthe world’s mostexpensive
spice —saffron — without soil
or water Recreating Kash-
mir's ambience in Nagpur,
one of India’s hottest cities,
they used an innovative aero-
ponic technique to produce a
yield that mopped up a mind-
boggling Rs 50 lakh annually.
Akshay Holey, a BBA
graduate, and his banker
wife, Divya Lohakare Holey,
began a modest experiment
in 2020 with a vertically
aeroponic  80-square-foot
unitontheirterrace. “Wede-
cided to cultivate saffron as
it's expensis ts demand is
high while production re-
mainslow,” said Akshay.
The couple spent three
months in Kashmir over two
years, learning thenuancesof
traditional saffron farming,
before embarking on their
unconventional venture.
Initially, they brought 100
saffron seeds or corms —
around 1kg — and managed
to produce just a few grams.
Encouraged by results, they
nded their operation, in-
esting in 350kgof seeds. “We
managed to produce around
1,600 grams, and since then,
we have grown to 480 sqm
unitsacrosstwolocations, in-
cludinga 400 sqft setup at our
flatin Hingna,” he added.
Their efforts paid off
handsomely. Over the past
s, the couple consis-
tently generated annual reve-
nues between Rs40to50 lakh.
Along the way, they have also
become mentor: far,
have trained 150 people, of
whom 29 have successfully
set up thei
thestate,” Akshay nom‘l
For Rs 15,000 per partici-

Akshay and Dlvya Holey began
with a vertically aeroponic 80sqft
unit on their terrace in 2020

pant, the couple offers train-
ing and helps new growers
establish units. They buy the
saffron thus produced from
them for packaging and mar-
keting. “Last year, our out-
put, including partner units,
reached 45kg,” said Akshay.
He explained that setting up
a100-sqft unit costs about Rs
10 lakh and can yield saffron
worthRs5lakhannually.
“It's a one-time invest-
ment. Seeds are only bought
once, and each seed pro-
duces three to five flowers
with three saffron strands
per ﬂu " heexplained.
on is harvested once
ayear between Augand Dec.
Fortherestof the year, seeds
are cultivated to raise stock.
Theequipment, Akshay add-
ed, is built to last. “The ma-
chinery can run efficiently
for20to25 years,” he said.
The couple invested Rs 55
lakh and earned Rs 1.3 crore
over five years, with majority
of profits coming in last two
years. They claimed their saf-
fron, graded by Saffron Insti-
tute of Kashmir, sells for Rs
630 per gram. “Wemerged tra-
ditional farming with tech-
nology. We're growing saf-
fron using air and mist, with-
out soil or water.. It trans-
formed ourlives,” said Akshay.
Thmnuplowun continues
to inspireothers todream be-
yond traditional boundaries.
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UJVN LIMITED

H.0.: “UJJWAL", Maharani Bagh, G.M.S. Road, Dehradun-248006
Tolephones: 0135-2763808, Fax: 0135-2763508

CIN No.U40101UR2001SGC025866, Wabsite:www.ujvnl.com
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Dalo: 18/02/2025
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Executive Engineer (M), Chilla Power House
“AVOID WASTEFUL USE OF ELECTRICITY’

has
been cance\lzd For all details, blddars are advised to visit our website

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF AYURVEDA
Deemed To Be University
(Ministry of AYUSH, Govt. of India)

Jorawar Singh Gate, Amer Road, Jaipur-302002 (|

Soban s-ngh Jeena Government Institute
of Al

&
Near Vikas Bhawan, Pandeykhola, Aimora,
Distt-Almora-263601 (Uttarakhand)

] =

website:- www.nia.nic.in

VACANCY NOTIFICATION
Applications are invited for the posts of IPR Chair Professor
under SPRIHA Scheme of DPIIT. All relevant details of these
posts are available in the website of the Institute
(www.nia.nic.in). The last date of receiving application is 45

days from the date of upload on institute website.
JP SHARMA
JOINT DIRECTOR (ADMN.)

Date: 19-02-2025

[FiraTyet H.: 9412410759 AT TR-05962-230557

Letter No.: 124/GMCA /G-1/Advertisement/2024-25 Date: 19" February, 2025
A Walk In interview for various post of "Professor,|
Associate Professor & Assistant Professor" at Soban|

Singh Jeena Government Institute of Medical
Science & Research Almora will be held on 03.03.2025
at 10:00 am onwards in "Office of the Principal, Soban|
Singh Jeena Government Institute of Medical Science
& Research Almora". Registration will be done on the
day of interview till 1:00 PM only. The post will be filled on|
yearly renewal contract basis for a i period of 03|

s A-4/E-1 /2023, f2-5-04.09.2023 & si=rifa
e T agds (afer/ gey) gen (ffad) whenr-2023, Reie 23
wRad), 2025 (RR@IY) @ wd WA A (qafe 09:30 a9 A IyuwEA
12:30 49 @) UEY B FWAEH oIS A 30 o FF a1 s, fafw
Frafery, Haev—3 sl aEws & gfen 9T () W s
1 St | weerra wdEr @ waa seaffat @ gdw-a= sratr
@) dawige https://uppsc.up.nic.in 9 RET®—19.02.2025 ¥
Sera & |
Hea- 676(1) /07 / E03R0 / 00 / 2021-22
RAT®: TR, 19 T, 2025

o do ma
(Su wfua)

(three) years or till regular appointment are made.
For further deta)ls please visit our website:-
http://Www. 'a.0Tg, WWW.

INDRAPRASTHA INSTITUTE of mm
I"r)’ INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DELHI — gftarer —

Maharashtra Airport Development Company Ltd.

CIN: U45203MH2002SGC 136979

MADC invites Request for Proposals (RFP) from
eligible consultants for conducting PRE-FEASIBILITY
STUDY FOR DEVELOPMENT OF GREENFIELD
AIRPORT IN VADHAVAN PORT REGION IN PALGHAR
DISTRICT.

The detailed tender document can be downloaded from
the website www. gov.in from
from 13.00 hours onwards.

Vice Chairman and Managing Director

afefa werfaenca Aditi Mahavidyalaya
(University of Delhi)

Auchandi Road, Bawana, Delhi-110039
Telefax: 27751317

O

Advt. No. AM/Advt./NT/2025/01 Dated: 17.02.2025
Online applications are invited in the prescribed Application Form
at web link https://dunt.uod.ac.in from eligible candidates for
appointment to the various posts of Non-Teaching staff, in the
College. The last date for receipt of application is 17.03.2025 or
two weeks from the date of the inthe

tion.uk.gov.in & www.] hnbumu ac.in
Principal
SSJ Govt. IMSR Almora
Imora

of NCT Delhi)

VACANCY NOTIFICATION (NON-ACADEMIC POSTS) -

ADVERTISEMENT NUMBER 02/2025
Online applications are invited for Direct Recruitment (Contractual)for following posts

NOTICE INVITING TENDER FOR
OUTSOURCING THE CLEANLINESS
WORK OF JUDICIAL COURT
COMPLEXES, ROHTAK AND MEHAM

Sealed tenders are invited for maintenance of
cleanliness of Judicial Courts Complexes, Rohtak Sessions
Division (at Rohtak and Meham), having covered area
1,61,464 sq. ft. and uncovered area of 86,110 sq. ft., which
includes entrance lounges, outer area of the Court Complex,
Corridors, Rooms, Lawns, Parking, Service Roads, Toilets
(including all sanitary fittings) W.C. Urinal, Wash hand
basins, Glazed tiles, Sinks, Water Coolers, etc., with brooms
and swabbing them with water mixed detergent and liquid
phenyl etc. This also includes cleaning of window panes,
room doors etc.

The tender be submitted for deployment of 38 whole time
sweepers, initially upto 28.02.2026 from the date of
agreement.

Interested outsource service providers/contract

Employment News, whichever is later. For details, please visit the
College website http://aditi.du.ac.in

Any addendum/corrigendum shall be posted only on the
College website. PRINGIDAL

Important Note:

The details number of

experience etc., are available on the College website along
with this ndvemsamem The applicants are required to read
these details before filling up the form.

holding license under the Contract Regulation and
Abolition Acl 1970, may submit lhelr tenders giving their|
ata if any,
28.02.2025 by 04:30 pm. This
office will not take any responsibility for any postal delay and
tender received after date, will not be accepted. The tender
will be opened for the purpose, in the presence of Tenderers
or their authorized representatives who may choose to
attend the opening of tenders on 03.03.2025 at 03:00 pm.
The servnce provider/agencies shall comply with the
of Labour Laws of Minimum Wages Act, B.S.I.

g g9 saes WEan Y r’n‘rﬂ'f—'
TIRHUT DUGDH UTPADAK
C AN 150

?a(ﬁ‘m) $egd e | 200
S g1 Ahg Aaa (White Butter, As
per BIS Standard) Td 20 Tﬁf??ﬁ < H1 (As per
FSSAI Standard) fasa =g
g |ﬁﬁ?ﬂmﬁﬁmﬁaﬁmﬁq%@os 03.
2025 @ AT 5:00 goF qh AR B |

TSR &HR d9dTse www.sudhatimul.in TR

S T HBN R |

gay fes

(Basic Substance Isolation), P.F. maturity benefits etc. and
ensure the compliance thereof. The detailed terms and
conditions can be obtained from the website of this office:
https://districts.ecourts.gov.in/rohtak under the head
TENDER.

District & Sessions Judge,
ohtak.

Conditions :

1. Conditional and telegraphic tenders shall not be
accepted.

2. The Committee constituted for the purpose, reserve the
right to accept or reject any or all the tenders without
assigning any reason.

3. Registration number is necessary.

4. Payment to the staff hired will be made by the contractor
and nothing will be paid by this office in this regard.

Issuod through DPR HaryanalAdvi No. 32438/190212025

Information Technology, Delhi (IliT-D). Last date for inviting
applications is 20" March 2025.

- POSTNAME | Lou, | caTeGORY

1 Junior Administrative Officer (Accounts) 1 4 ST

2 | Junior Officer 1 1 08C

3| Junior Adminisirative Officer (Academics) | 2 [ EWS-1
0BC-1

7 T |6

For detailed information, please visit Institute’s website: hitps.//wwiw.iiitd.ac.in.

Registrar

d NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF DISASTER MANAGEMENT
niar (Ministry of Home Affairs, G )

Online Course on Disaster Risk Reduction

National Institute of Disaster Management (NIDM)
under the Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of
India is offering online courses on Disaster Risk
Reduction. The registration is now open for the
nextbatch.

For Registration, Please scan QR
Code & for other details, please visit
NIDM portal https://nidm.gov.in.
The last date of Registration is
28.02.2025.

Executive Director, NIDM

CBC 19107/11/0037/2425

T Vi SHT 3w ufteg
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF EDUCATIONAL
RESEARCH AND TRAINING

robindo Marg, New Delhi-110 016

E-TENDER NOTICE F16/03/2024/Pub(PW )
NCERT invites application for enlistment of Offset Printers from
the eligible firms/printers in India at NCERT, Sri Aurobindo
Marg, New Delhi -110 016 for a period of 30 months.

The application and document can be downloaded from the NCERT

website (see the links--

Tender ).

Please e
cert

www.necert.nic.in Announcement/

il the completed online application to productioni

neert.nic.in.
Note that no offline application will be accepted.
Lo
Ao Mahotsay
CBC 21104/12/0013/2425

Head, Publication Division
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India, Malaysia
to boost ties
in defence
production, Al

New Delhi: India and Malay-
sia on Wednesday decided to
enhance cooperation in mari-
time security, defence produc-
tion and multilateral engage-
ments as well as in emerging
areas like cybersecurity and
Artificial Intelligence (AI).

The 13th meeting of the
Malaysia-India defence coop-
eration committee at Kuala
Lumpur, co-chaired by de-
fence secretary Rajesh Kumar
Singh and his counterpart
Lokman Hakim Bin Ali,
held wideranging discus-
sions on “effective and practi-
cal initiatives” to further ex-
pand bilateral defence en-
gagements as well as on re-
gionaland global issues.

The two sides also ex-
changed the finalised ‘terms
of reference (ToR)’ on the es-
tablishment of a forum on the
Russian-origin Sukhoi-30
fighters that both countries
operate. Aspartof itspolicy to
steadily enhance military ties
with Asean countries, India

83% of Ladki Bahin recipients
married, widows mere 4.7%

At 29%, Most
Women Are In
30-39 Yr Group

Priyanka Kakodkar | tnn

Mumbai: Almost 83% of
beneficiariesof the Mukhya
Mantri Majhi Ladki Bahin
Yojana are married women,
according to an anal\ s|< of
around 2.5 crore r

;"'-'lf

Divorced, destitute and deserted women collectively acconl for
less than 1% of beneficiaries of the BJP-led Fadnavis govt's flagship

welfare scheme in

data shows

of the scheme. Unmarried
women account for 11.8%
of beneficiaries while wid-
owsaccount for4.7%.

Divorced, destitute and
deserted women collectively
account for less than 1% of
beneficiaries, data shows.
Divorced women are 0.3% of
total beneficiaries, deserted
women 0.2%, and destitute
women 0.1% of the total.

The 30-39 year age group
had highest number of bene-
ficiaries at 29% of the total.

age group and 22% fell in the
5065 year group. The 60-65
yearage groupaccounted for
almost 5% of beneficiaries.
“Almost 5% of women
aged 6065 years have re-
ceived the benefit indicating
that women who were notre-
ceiving any benefit have re-
ceived much-needed finan-
cial support,” said women
and child welfare secretary
Anup Kumar Yadav.
Punedistricttopped inap-

had earlier trained
pilotstofly the Sukhoi-30 jets.

“The Sukhoi-30 forum will
enable closer cooperation be-
tween the two air forces in ex-
changing C\pl‘l‘llSE and best
practices in the

The21-29yearg|

hile the40-

icati followed by Nash-
A

nextwith25.5%,
49 year group accounted for
o of the beneficiaries.
Indeed, 78% of beneficiaries
fell between the 21-39 year

ik and The
scheme provides a stipend of
Rs 1,500 per month to mar-
ried, divorced, widowed, de-
serted and destitute women

between ages of 21 and 65
years, whose annual family
income is below Rs 2.5 lakh
and whoare domiciled in the

Blow to Shinde
as BMC scraps
ZL.4k cr project

Mumbai: Yet another pet pro-
ject of former CM Eknath
Shinde, now the deputy CM,
has hit a dead end, with BMC
scrapping its Rs 1,400 crore ten-
der for a four-year period for
door-to-door solid waste collec-
tion, slum passage cleaning,
and drainage and toilet main-
tenance, reports Richa Pinto.

The tender was invited in
Feb last year. Early last year,
BMC, upon instructions of

state.O unmarried
‘woman from each family can
also be considered. The Ma-
hayutialliance had promised
toraise the stipend to Rs 2,100
once voted to office and is un-
der pressure to announce it
inthe budget next month.
Beneficiaries are being
checked to remove those in-
eligible for the scheme
which costs Rs 46,000 crore
annually. So far, 5 lakh bene-
ficiaries have been dropped.
The figure could go up to 15
lakh, CM Fadnavis has said.

Shinde,
ing drive every weekend and
was also directed to appoint
an agency for regular clean-
ingof slumsacross the city.
Trouble began when Feder-
ation of Berojgar Sansthas,
previously involved in such
work, moved HC. In the 2024
monsoon assembly session,
MLC Pravin Darekarsought to
know why community-based
groups were not included
within its ambit. With the mat-
ter dragging on, BMC scra-
pped the tender altogether.

A Unique Birthday Gift:
TOI front page from the
day you were born

magine receiving a
Inewspapor front page

from the day you were
born. It’s not just a collec-
tion of headlines; it'sa snap-
shot of the world as it exist-
ed on that y day. The
stories, advertisements, and
photographs on that page
offer a glimpse into the
culture, technology and
events of the time. It's like
stepping into a time ma-
chine and experiencing his-
tory first-hand.

TOI presents a truly
unique and thoughtful
birthday gift — TOI front
page from the day you were
born. Tt combines
the allure of histo-
ry with a person-
alised touch, creat-
ing a present that
is both meaningful
and educational. It

allows the recipient to con-
nect with the past in a tan-
gible way and serves as a
reminder of the richness of
our shared history. So, the
next time you're searching
for that perfect birthday
gift, consider giving the gift
of history — a newspaper
front page from a date that
holds special meaning for
the person you care about.

A Personalized Connec-
tion: What makes this gift
idea even more special is the
ability to personalize it with
the recipient’s first name on
the front page (Rakul's spe-
cial day in the life
of The Times Of
India). This person-
alisation adds a
layer of thoughtful-
ness that makes the
gift truly unique.

To order this unique and
thoughtful birthday gift, vis-
it www.timescontent.com.
Simply enter date of your
choice, preview the front
page, select frame/tube
scroll preference and place
your order, please don't for-
get to mention the ‘First
Name' you want to be print-
ed on the front page, and we
will deliver this personalised
gift to your physical mailing
address. For corporate que-
ries, please write into us
at tss@timesofindia.com. mw

Assam tribunal on foreigners
can’t overturn own finding: SC

of the," an offici d.

“The two sides identified
ways to deepen existing
defence collaboration, par-
ticularly in the industry,
maritime security and mul-
tilateral engagements. They
agreed to form a joint focus
group to address non-tradi-
tional maritime security
threats,” the official said. ™

Chargesheet not
filed in 180 days,
trio with terror
links gets bail

New Delhi: A Delhi court re-
cently granted default bail to
three men allegedly part of a
terror module linked to al-
Qaida in the Indian Subconti-
nent (AQIS), observing that
accused individuals are entit-
led to bail if investigators fail
to file a chargesheet within
the mandated 180-day period
from the date of arrest,
reports Vineet Upadhyay.
“Despite the lapse of the
statutory time period of 180
days, the chargesheet in the
instant matter has not been
filed against them. Learned
additional public prosecutor
submits that the investiga-
tion regarding them is still
pending. Inmy considered op-
Sinion, there is no embargo
on the powers of the investi-
gating agency to investigate
the matter further; however,
after the lapse of statutory
time, the accused persons are
entitled to statutory bail.”
said the court of additional
sessions judge Hardeep Kaur.
The threeaccused — Umar
Farooq, Hasan Ansari, and
Arshad Khan, all from Ranchi
had been arrested byy Del-
hi Police’s special cell on Aug
22 last year in Rajasthan’s
Bhiwadi district for allegedly
receiving arms training as
part of a terror module. An-
otheraccused, Shahbaz Ansa-
ri, was arrested in Jan this
yearand is in judicial custody.
The court granted bail
to the three men under vari-
ous conditions, including
furnishing a bail bond of
Rs 50,000 each with two sure-
ties each in thelike amount.

VALLEY TENSE OVER PARCHED JHELUM |

A dned -up portion of the Jhelum on Wednesday. J&K is staring at water crisis due to a massive deﬁcn in rainfall.
Kashmir has witnessed a dry winter this season with an overall 80% rainfall deficit, raising the possibility of a drought
in the Valley. CM Omar Abdullah on Thursday called for a more proactive water management to overcome the crisis
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EAM to attend G20 meet in SA,
may hold talks with China’s Wang

Times News NeTwork

New Delhi: External affairs
minister S Jaishankar will
participate in the G20 meet-
ing of foreign ministers in
Johannesburg on Feb 20-21,
said govt on Wednesday.
Jaishankar’s US counter-
part Marco Rubio will skip
the event, but China’s Wang
Yi and Russia’s Sergey Lav-
rov willattend the meeting.
While Jaishankar is
likely to informally meet
Wang and Lavrov, a formal
bilateral meeting is also not
ruled out, according to govt
sources, and will depend on
theschedule of theleaders.
Jaishankar had last met
Wang at the G20 Rio summit
in Nov during which they
discussed waystotakethere-
lationship forward, follow-
ing the border disengage-
ment agreement, including
through talks between the
‘special representatives’
and between the foreign sec-
retary and vice minister.
Both the engagements have
taken place since then.

Jaishankar had fast met Wang
at the G20 Rio summit in Nov,
during which they discussed
ways to take the relationship
forward, following the border
disengagement agreement

“EAM’s participation in
the G20 FMM will strength-
en India’s engagement with
G20 countries and bolster
the voice of the Global South
in this important forum,”
said the govt, adding that the
minister will also have a few
bilateral meetings on the
margins of the event. South
Africa holds the G20 presi-
dency this year and will host
the summit in Now. Its presi-
dency though has run intoa

controversy, with the US sec-
retary of state Marco Rubio
boycottingtheforeign minis-
ters’ meeting because South
Africa is seeking to promote
diversity, equality and inclu-
sion. “In other words: DEI
and climate change. My job
is to advance America’s na-
tional interests, not waste
taxpayer money or coddle
anti-Americanism,” he had
said earlier thismonth.

All other member-states,
including India, China, Rus-
sia and EU, have backed
South Africa’s presidency.
India has used the G20 plat-
form to highlight the need
for global governance re-
form and, in solidarity with
the Global Suuth rvpoatedlv
called for rtsto

UP govt faces
HC ire for 11-year
aid delay to acid

attack survivor

Meerut:  Allahabad  HC
Wednesday slammed the dis-
trict magistrate of Meerut
and UP govt for the “apathetic
handling” of a compensation
case involving an acid attack
survivor, who has been wait-
ing for relief under the PM's
National Relief Fund for 11
years, report: Rai.

@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court has ruled that once a
designated Foreigners Tri-
bunal rejects Assam govt's
claim that a person is an ille-
gal Bangladeshi immigrant
who entered the state after
March 25, 1971, the tribunal
cannot review its own order
based on the administra-
tion's fresh plea and addi-
tional documents.

A tribunal had on Feb 15,
2018, after considering oral
and documentary evidence
inacase filed in 2016, decided
that one Rejia Khatun was
not a foreigner from Bangla-
desh whoentered Indiaonor

Adivisionbenchsaid, “The
lackadaisical approach of the
district magistrate, Meerut,
clearly indicates incompeten-
cy and a lack of compassion.
Authoritiesare required toful-
fil their primary duty to serve
the people, i those

after March 25, 1971.

There was another case
registered in 2012 alleging
the same person to be a for-
eigner from Bangladesh.
This was taken up for hear-
ing on Dec 24, 2019, and the

SUPREME JUDGMENT

tribunal ruled that despite
its Feb 15 order, it had the
power to scrutinise docu-
ments and materials and
even its findings in earlier
proceedings. This was chal-
lenged by Khatun before
Gauhati HC, which upheld
the power of the tribunal to
go into the question afresh
notwithstanding the earlier
decision declaring Khatun
asnotaforeigner.

Senior advocate Pijush
Roy, appearing for Khatun,

told a bench of Justices A §
Oka and Ujjal Bhuyan that
the tribunals had no power to
review itsownorders. Accept-
ing the argument, the bench
said state govt was a party to
the 2018 order and neither did
it seek recall of the order nor
challenge it before the HC.
“The (Dec 2019) order in-
dicates that the tribunal
wants to sit in an appeal
against its own concluded
judgment and order. Such
power can never be exer-
cised by the tribunal. The
remedy of the state govt or
for that matter the central
govt was to challenge the or-
der dated Feb 15, 2018," it
said. The bench said the tri-
bunal is powerless to recon-
sider its own orders and set
aside the HC order as well as
the Dec 24, 2019, decision of
the tribunal. In addition, the
bench shut out the Centre or
Assam govt from challeng-
ingthe tribunal’s 2018 order:

disabled by egregious acts of
violence.” In Dec 2013, a wom-
an from Meerut, 18 at the time,
had suffered severe burns in
an acid attack following a dis-
pute over road construction.
The attack left her with 100%
disability, affecting her eyes,
chest, neck, and face. While
stategovtgranted her Rs5lakh
compensation in 2016, she is
yet receive an additional Rs 1
lakh from the PM Relief Fund.

Gunshot kills
5-yr-old boy at
MP wedding

Bhopal: A five-year-old boy
succumbed to gunshot injuries
sustained while attending a
wedding in Madhya Pradesh’s
Morenadistrict Tuesday night.

His family was initially re-
luctant to file a complaint, but
cops convinced them to do so,
sources said. A case of murder

address food, fuel, and fertil-

iser shortages. “Multilater-
alism is under threat right
now. We also need to use this
opportunity to develop the
international system fur-
ther to be more inclusive for
all countries in the world,”
said EU foreign policy chief
Kaja Kallas in South Africa.

Spared gallows,
man rapes & kills
11-year-old, held

Bhopal: A pedophile who was
jailed once for raping a child,
sentenced to death for raping
a second child, and then ac-
quitted by HC, has been ar-
rested for therapeand murder
of an 11-year-old hearing-and-
speech-impaired girl in MP's
Narsinghgarh town, reports
Amarjeet Singh.

‘The suspect, 40-year-old Ra-
mesh Khati, wi ‘nu,htaltera
16-day hunt. Police

2 more GBS deaths
take Pune toll to II;
India count hits 23

Steffy.Thevar
@timesofindia.com

Pune: Two young people
being treated for Guillain-
Barre Syndrome (GBS) in
different Pune hospitals
dled overthe past48 hours,

linked to

over 400 suspects, scanned
more than 400 hours of CCTV
footage, and scoured nine dis-
tricts and 17 railway stations
until they located him in Praya-
graj and then tracked him to
the MP-Rajasthan border
wherehe wasarrested Wednes-
day. The child hadgonemissing
on the night of Feb 1 and was
found the next morning in the
jungles of Sanjay Nagar, cov-
ered in blood. Her family did
notapproach copsand it wasan
Anganwadi worker who alert-
ed police two days later on see-
ing blood on her clothes. She
was brought to Bhopal, and
was on ventilator for six days
but couldn’t be saved.

the outbreak in Maha-
rashtra to 19. Pune has
had the maximum num-
berof fatal cases with11.
Overall, 23 GBS pa-
tientshavedied in India—
Andhra Pradesh, Assam,
Tamil Nadu and Bengal
have reported a death
each — since the Pune
cluster attributed to wa-
ter contamination was de-
tected on Jan 9. A 26-year-
old woman from Nanded
City township and a 37-
year-old man from Daund,
about 80km from Pune,
were the latest casualties.
The latter succumbed to
the rare but treatable in-

fection at Sassoon Gener-
alHospital late Monday.
The woman, who died
Tuesday, had been first ad-
mitted to a private hospital
on Jan 22 but was moved to
another facility after the
bill shot up to Rs 3 lakh, a
kin said. She was on venti-
lator supportat Navale Hos-
pital for around 25days.
The preliminary cause
of death was septicaemic

HEALTH ALARM

shock with multi-organ
dysfunction  syndrome
i G
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Bitcoin scam: ED
.
seizes 10.6¢r
. -
assets in Dubai
Mumbai: ED has temporarily
attached commercial proper-
ties worth Rs 10.6 crore in Du-
bai owned by the late bitcoin
fraud suspect Amit Bhardwaj
aspart of amoney laundering
probe. It has asked Dubai offi-
cials to prevent any transac-
tion involving these assets,
reports Vijay V Singh.

Ithad earlier attached a Ju-
hu residence and a bungalow
in Pune, along with equity
shares, collectively worth
around Rs 100 crore of actress
Shilpa Shetty and her husband
Raj Kundra in the same case.
Thereareallegations that Kun-
dra received 285 bitcoins (val-
ued at Rs 150 crore) from Amit
to establish a bitcoin mining
uperanon in Ukraine. ED has

Abhishek Shakya (23), aneigh-
bour of the groom. Shakya is
ontherun. Theboy, Gappu, had
come with his family to attend
hisaunt’s wedding. While play-
ing with other children, a gun-
shot rang out, and Gappu col-
lapsed, bleeding from a wound
to his chest. He died on way to
hospital. Probe was under
way to determine if the shoot-
ing was an accident or an act
of vengeance, police said. mw

HC seeks Ukhand reply
as UCC form asks for
live-in couples’ past info

Times News NETWORK

Dehradun: Uttarakhand
high court has directed
the state govt torespond to
a petition challenging the
registration format for
live-in relationships un-
der the Uniform Civil
Code (UCC), which seeks
details of past relation-
ships, including informa-
tion about divorcees and
widows. The next hearing
isscheduled for Friday.
The bench of chief jus-
tice G Narendarand justice
Ashish Naithani heard the
petition filed by aman from
Ranikhet, originally from
Mumbai, who resides in
the state as a tenant. The
counsel representing the

live-in couple — an 1T
Bombay alumnus and a
fashion designer — argued

that the registration form
under UCC requires them
to provide details about
past events, including mar-
ital history, which they
claim is unfair.

“The form asks for un-

necessary details about di-

A couple’s counsel
argued the registration
form under UCC needs
them to provide details
about events, including
marital history, which
they claim is unfair

2 PFlmen held
over ‘anti-India’
activities get
conditional bail

Chhatrapati  Sambhajina-
gar: Bombay HC has granted
conditional bail to two former
office-bearers of the banned
Popular Front of India (PFD),
arrested by Maharashtra anti-
terrorism squad (ATS) in 2022
for allegedly mobilising youth
fnr anu India” activities, re-
Akhef.

vorcees, widows, etc. This
is not required for live-in
registration,” the couple’s
counsel said, adding that
only documents related to
residence, date of birth,
Aadhaar, and tenancy
should be necessary.

Under UCC, implement-
ed in Uttarakhand on Jan
27, live-in relationships
must beregistered withina
monthof commencement.

Failure to do so could
result in penalties, includ-
ing imprisonment for up to
sixmonthsorafineof upto
Rs 25,000. The law has
sparked debates over pri-
vacy, with concerns that
registrars have the author-
ity to summon partners
and record statements,
raisingfears of intrusion.

HC 's Aurangabad bench or-
dered Mohammad Nisar and
Mohammed Abdul Karim
former district treasurer and
former district secretary of
PFI's Parbhani unit, respec-
tively — to present themselves
daily between 9pm and 10pm at
Parbhani’s Nanalpeth Police
Station till the trial concludes,
excepton court hearing days.

HC also directed them to
surrender their passports, re-
main within Nanded and Parb-
hani districts unless permitted
by the trial court, and cooper-
ate with court proceedings.
The bail was granted against a
personal bond of Rs 15,000 each
with one surety of the same
amount. Nisarand Karim were
among 20 suspects arrested
statewide in Sept 2022 duringa
nationwide crackdown on PFL

As oven deadline looms, Maha neta
seeks herltage tag for Irani bakeries

@hmesohndla.com

Mumbai: The pav-makers
must be spared, former BJP
corporator Makarand Narwe-
kar has demanded. With the
July 8 deadline looming for
restaurants to make the
switch from charcoal and
wood-fired tandoors to cleaner
alternativesNarwekar  has
urged CM Devendra Fadnavis
to exempt the city’s iconic Ira-
ni cafes and bakeries from the
ban and accord them heritage
status to preserve their culi-
nary identity that is inter-

and BS. Of
the36people in Puneinin-
tensive care with symp-
toms of GBS, 16 were on
ventilator support until
Wednesday evening. The
health department didn’t
report any mnew cases,
which stand at 211, with
most patients being from
Puneanditsnearby areas.

ofar thRs172
crore. The accused allebedly
collected funds in bitcoins
worth Rs 6,600 crore in 2017,
promising investors monthly
returns of 10%. The bitcoins
were intended forminingoper-
ations, but organisers conned
investors and concealed the
illegally obtained bitcoins in
hidden online wallets.

twined Mumbai'shistory.

Narwekar made the de-
mand after receiving a letter
from Irani Bakers Associ-
ation, which said implement-
ing HC order prohibiting the
use of wood and charcoal in
commercial eateries as part of
measures to tackle Mumbai's
worsening air quality would
adversely disrupt the supply

Pointing out that Irani cafes and bakeries use wood-fired ovens to
make pav, BIP's Makarand Narwekar sought an exemption for them
from the ban on the use of wood and charcoal in commercial eateries

of pavrequired for vada pav.
Narwekar said the cafes
have long been a cornerstone
of the city’s food culture and
history. hese cafes have
been in existence for over a
century, and the wood-fired
ovenstheyusearean integral
part of their legacy. The dis-
tinet taste and aroma of the
baked goods that these cafes
are known for are the direct

result of the wood and char-
coal-based ovens. The non-
wood or coal ovens will
change the taste of the cui-
sine, which patrons have
cherished for generations.”
Narwekar said the cafes
trace their origins to 19th cen-
tury, when Zoroastrian immi-
grants brought their culinary
traditions to the city. “To pre-
serve this integral part of our

heritage, I request that govt
consider granting heritage
status to these cafes, with ex-
emption from the prohibition
onwood and charcoal use.”

He said in New York, his-
toric restaurants are exempt
from regulations to protect
traditional cooking methods,
while in the Netherlands, cen-
turies-old windmills, in the
middle of cities, are pre-
servedas national heritage.

Meanwhile, a section of
bakery owners has said
switching over to piped gas
isn't easy for all. Samajwadi
Party MLA Rais Shaikh, who
led a delegation of bakery
owners to the additional mu-
nicipal commissioner, said,
“There is no piped gas within
city limits, where a large num-
ber of bakeries are located.
How does one then expect
these bakery owners who are
willing to make the switch
from solid fuels to cleaner fuel
inthe nextsixmonths?”
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J&K student alleges ragging at
K'taka med college, 5 arrested

College Plays It
Down As ‘Minor
Altercation’

an ‘Al-Ameen salute’,

DYFI invites Tharoor
to Kerala startup fest
amid row over article

New Delhi/ Thiruvananthapuram: Democratic

Woman gang-raped by migrant
workers in front of hubby in TN

Tirupur: A 27-yearold woman
from Odisha was gang-raped at
knifepoint in front of her husband
on Monday, allegedly by three

mad Danish (25), and Mohammed
Murshith (20).. Thetrio promised
them jobs and took them to their
rental room at Lakshmi Nagar ar-

6 students assault junior in Kerala for not
removing sunglasses, booked for ragging

sing
songs, and dance . They even
attempted to force him into
their car,” Khuehamialleged.

When Hamim refused, ten-
sions escalated. “Sensing dan-
ger, he took out his phonetore-

Youth Federation of India (DYFT), youth wing of
CPMon Wednesday invited Congress’s Shashi Tha-
roor to attend its upcoming youth startup festival,
scheduled tobeheld in Kerala's capital next month.
The Leftoutfitextended the invi-

s from Bihar, police
ay. The Tirupur
omen police arrested
the three suspects on Tuesday

According to an investigation

tation to the Thiru am
MP amidst a major political row

officer; th ,alongwithher
husband and three-year-old child,

ea, where the family was offered
accommodation for the night,”
theofficer said.

After dinner, everyone went to
sleep. “Later that night, the three
men assaulted the husband and
tied him with a rope. They threat-

TN

Vijayapura: A 22-year-old
from Kashmir studyingat Al-
Ameen Medical College in Vi
jayapura inKarnatakahasal-
leged he was ragged and as-
saulted by seniors during a
cricket matchand later in the
college hostel on Tuesday.

Vijayapura SP Laxman
Nimbargi confirmed to TOI
that Hamim, a second-year
student from J&K's Anant-
nag district, was assaulted,
and five seniors allegedly in-
volved in the case had been
arrested under Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita and Karnata-
ka Education Act, 1983.

P ix third-year: it Holy Ci Institute of
and forallegedly
ragging and assaulting a fir f‘rst -year BBA student on the campusin
Kerala iday evening.
i the junior for ing
Twoofthem im, while oth them

commit pi

accused

Polic
under BNS'sections 126(2) (wmnglul restramt} 115(2) (voluntary

t),3(5) and Kt

Act1998.

™

cord what was happening,
hoping it would deter the se-
niors. Instead, this enraged
themand in the evening, 6-8 of
them stormed into his hostel
roomand assaulted him. They
alsoforced him torecord a vid-
eo ising, issued death

jar,

minoraltercation”.

The accused arrested, all
Karnataka natives and from
the 2019 batch, were identi-
fied as Mohammed Zainul
(23), Sameer (24), Shaik Saw-
ood (23), Mansoor Bhasha (24)
and Muzzaffer alias Mujeeb
Jamadar (23. The alleged rag-
gingandassault took placeon
Tuesday evening during a
match between the 2019 and

The college, however,
downplayed the matter as “a

2022-23 batches. According to
Nasir Khuehami, national

convener of JammuKhh)mr
Students’ ation, Ha-
mim  was uh]m.ted to
“months of harassment due
to a power struggle” in the
college, as he captains the
2023-batch cricket team,
“While standing near the

threats, and warned that he
would not be allowed to play
cricket for the next four
vears,” Khuehamiadded.
Following a social-media
post tagging PM Narendra
Modi, Union home minister
Amit Shah, J&K CM Omar

dismissed it as “insignificant”,

boundaryline,aseniorasked ~Abdullah, Karnataka CM invitation, DYFI's gesture carried political sig-
him to stay outside. He Siddarz\mai;\h and depuly nificance, especially since Tharoor has
promptly d butthe CMDK faced criticism within Congress for his

verbal intimidation escalat-
ed. The seniors humiliated
him, ordered him to perform

ura (rural) police offics
ited the college and conduct-
edapreliminary inquiry.

positive remarks in an English article on
Kerala’s entrepreneurial growth under
the Pinarayi Vijayan-led govt. e

over a recent article he wrote, in
which he praised Kerala’sentrepre-
l neurial growth under the Left govt.
DYFI national president and
CPM Rajya Sabha MP A A Rahim, state secretary
V K Sanoj, and central committee member M Sha-
et Tharoor in New Delhiand personally invit-
ed him to the two-day event, set to take place on
March 1and 2. “He told us that the startup festival
isagood initiative and that he never views politics
through the lens of development,” Sanoj said.
Following reports of DYFT's invitation to Tha-
roor, Youth Congress general secretary Abin Varkey
claiming that the
invitation was extended with a “political agenda”.
Although Tharoor declined the Left outfit's

~
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has been added as vacancy:

North Eastern Indira Gandhi Regional Institute of Health & Medical Sciences,
Director’s Block, Mawdiangdiang, Shillong
Autonomous Institute under Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Govemmentof inda)

'NO,EST-I|- RFACOFSEL/1/2004-ESTT.II DATED 21.11,2024
In continuation to Institute’s Rollng Advertisement for recruitment of aculty posts dated 21,1.2024, the following faculty posts
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For lumw details regarding prescribed application form, application fee, pay scale,

The last date for submission of application is 18th Mach 2025 till 5:30 p.m.
CBC 17119/11/0020/2425

qualification, experience etc. is as par Rollng Advertisement No EST-Il-RFACOFSEL/1/2004-Esit I dated 21.11.2024 available
on NEIGRINMS website http://neigrihms.gov.in. The other terms & conditions shall be as per Rolling Advetisement dated
21112024

Al the epplcants ars adised o keep visking NEIGRIHIS; Siilong websiis on regular bass for sy Rather updates.

age, reservation, relaxation, essential

Director,

Short Term Tender Notification

RAJIV GANDHI HOUSING CORPORATION LTD.

Cauvery Bhavan, th Floor, E&A Block, K.G. Road, Bangalore-560009. Phone : 080-23118888

hrough KPPP portal)

Dated: 18.02.2025

FRIHH T ST e R ey Frdw s @ dewde
www.bpsc.bihar.gov.in T wefifd |

el SIFETER amae sRA B Ak AR AR & [ dewEe W
weRia fvqa R @ Mg saes o_e &g s T g
e a1 srel—+ifey sz @ & |

/-
e fFriae,
R @@ dar AT, ye

visited Tirupur on Monday (Feb
17) insearch of ajob.

“While standing at Pushpa
Junction near Tirupur railway
station, unsure of their destina-
tion, they were approached by
Mohammad Nadim (24), Moham-

ened the couple with a knife and
raped the woman. They also
threatened to murder the couple,
if they were toreport the incident
topolice,” the officer said.

‘The couple, however, reported
the incident on Tuesday. mw

GUJARAT INDUSTRIES POWER CO. LTD.

PO, RANOL, DIST. VADODARA-391:

TENDER FOR PROCUREMENT OF IMPORTED COAL
FOR SURAT LIGNITE POWER PLANT
Interested Vendors may submit their Bids on two part basis through (N) Procure
(Tender id 157568). It can also be viewed from Company's website
www.gipcl.com. Last date of submission of bid through (n) procure is

04.03.2025 upto 17:30 hrs. General Manager (Materials &

srfuras Afrda &1 srafaa
waq Frfor R, was wied, Wifderd

(E-mail Id:-ee.motihari.bcd@gmail.com)
Ifg v

T G e R B i R o @ R ge sy @ wEie-1518 (30).
ReAi®:—16.11.2024 g1 wwifa do (R smiaw e wwn-30 /202425 S RAf Gm
s et 3 st gan & Rrest fo 0w — 012603 (BCD) 2024-25 # ) v At §
uﬁﬁvml{-ﬂ e frarata Ridra o A dawa wwaR w@m a1 Fedo sed R s
2 @ fag Pl A sifva e @ @ a1l o3 — 126 (590). RA® — 05022025, g
sufterd weorrn R are s fs oo, o Afes &P amrar e § safin gon @,
forera tho ai=o wen — 18840 (BCD) 2024-25 # |

g fafrar iy R an arenfoe Rfal & sipar Pifve @) e-Proc2.0 W sivare v )
faftr 13022025 @ e, g sReTd wwvEw Ffda @1 @ - 15022006 W e-Proc 2.0 w®
duers fa wan &, o f Vﬁm @ il @ g Pfde # oafl e-Proc 2.0 w21 Raaw o 19
for &1 amers <&

e S wivE, we P P, RER ven & oare- 1480 (o), RATE-13.022008 @
it # ffaer @ srfd 71 e-Proc2.0 w21 R @ fa Freeredor freenRe fien e & -—

0 H0. Foram ForeemtRe fored |
L4 I . I
[ Tfter @ sreears @ @1 aton 08./03 /2025 7% |
fafer —
02 Tafdar srram seis B B A &A% — 10,/03/2025 91 0300 41 |
R T ST |
FEEGLU T GELETEE L EE e — 11,/03,/2025 ®1 0330 a1
e |

04 firdia fas e 1 - T firs qearwa & g |

05 Bifts Bfen 1 [t v v = - TG — 24 /02 /2025 W 0300 T
S e sifrn,
S, e @ e )

Ate — dw ol avraq w@h)
T e www.state, bihar.gov.in/prdbihar 3 ¥ #efl @ wEd &

DIPRICPIVCI516072024-25

Further information visit : https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in, https://ashraya.karnataka.gov.in/

Sd/- General Manager (S D)

Sd/- Executive Engineer
RWS&S Division, Nabarangpur
OIPR-25028/11/0011124-25

Rajiv Gandhi Housing Ce Short Term tenders for th g through Karnataka Public -
P ol b Friuras sifria
'GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL NADU PR. No.19602 (BCD) 2024-25 Wa yHvsd, Aifrerd
s. — ey con v | | (D HIGHWAYS DEPARTMENT N e T Tt o
No. ; =54 BARD & Rural Roads Circle, Salem-7. i i hahidh b o) '
(Rs. in Lakhs) Tender Notice
Construction of Staff Quarters at 5 Locations (1-BHK Block & 2-BHK Block Tender N 0. 37/2024-2025/SDOIDated: 10.02.2025. [r—— mﬂ o ——
At Each Location in G+2 Floors and Other Infrastructure Works) at For and on behalf of the Goveror of Tamilnadu Two Cover System of Hlem Rate tender through \ e 3 (3), 3% 2"'&“3 es Hedmer
4 Minarities Morarji Desai Residential School Campus in Different Talukas of 246575 265 online only will be received upto 02.04.2025 15.00 hours (as per system server clock) by the ( N ik
| Bagalkote District - Package - 1. (Bilagi -1 Hunagund -1, Jamakhandi -1, > Supennlendmg Englnser (H) NABARD & Rural Roads, Salem Circle under the scheme Raiway Works 5 e
mail: eenorth-ujs-uk@nic.in GwTs /6 av 1001352746137
Terdal-1, Bagalkote-1) (Fixed Price No Variation) Programme 2001 Road Over Bridge in C.NoS Irugur » R s e
Indent No: RGRHCL/2024-25/BD/WORK_INDENT9 - Peelamedu Ra»iway Stations al Ralhay K Km 3/11 23 on Neelkonampalayam SIHS colony r0ad at waie: 3111/ A am (wen) /¢ W;"l%ﬁa! Al 19/02/ 2025
Y Km 1/6 near -t FHeon
§|° rgaﬁmf:;ﬁ:‘ar:r? grﬁli;%ﬁ?r}évﬁ:::ﬁ;;ﬁ 3;3:2;‘: Details of works, approximate value of works, EMD, availability of tender documents and all other e .
n details are available from 26.02.2025 onwards in the Government web site http:/itntenders.gov.in. If ] HETIHS TERIEUS Tlel HReT ) 3R § st sifaem (SwR), S aw
Minorities Morarji Desai Residential School Campus in Different Talukas of 80 L § s
2| Chitradurga and Davanagere District - Package — 2. (Challakere- s A g e e g -Fife, e R (et fis @ wfEE fe) 3 SRR ®
Chitradurga and gere Dist ackage - 2. (Chal Superintending Engineer (H), p
1,Chitradurga-1, Honnalli-1, Davanagere-2) (Fixed Price No Variation) NABARD and Rural Roads Circle, §alam-7 TR st @ o # 1
Indent No: RGRHCL/2024-25/BD/WORK_INDENT10 = Bid Name of Work Bid Security | Costof Bid| Period of
Construction of Staff Quarters at 6 Locations (1-BHK Block & 2-BHK Block . - " - No. (Earnest Money) | Document | Completion of
Al Each Location in G+2 Floors and Other Infrastructure Works) at Office of Superintending Engineer, (in Rs) works
Minorities Morarji Desai Residential School Campus in Different Talukas of 2 24x7 Operation and
3| Haveri Distrct - Package — 3 (Ranebennur-2, Hanagal-2, Byadagi1, 2543 28 Moradabad Circle, P.W.D. Moradabad o1 | Maintenance of water sl g 620000 YN prow
Haveri-1) (Fixed Price No Variation) scheme at IT Park Zone Under 18%GST
Indent No: RGRHCL/2024-25/BDWORK_INDENT11 HORT TERM E-| urement Nosth DR et s
Construction of Stafl Quarters at 5 Locations (1-BHK Block & 2-BHK Block N Inviting T The tafidet time acheriule (Key Dates) I» s foflows: +
At Each Location in G+2 Floors and Other Infrastructure Works) at No. 1137/Nivida-Moradabad/24-25 Date - 13.02.2025 S.No. Description Time (Key Dates)
Minorities Morarji Desai Residential School Campus in Different Talukas of » e o oy 7
4. 2495.02 2495 1. On behalf of the Governor of UP, tenders for following work are Date of Online Publication 21.02.2025 at 11:00 Hrs
Kalaburgi District- Package ~ 4 (Kalaburgi-1, Chittapur-2, Aland-1, invited by the Superintending Engineer, Moradabad Circle, PWD
Sedam-1) (Fixed Price No Variation) . pel g sngineet, 2 | Document download : Start Date 22.02.2025 at 11:00 Hrs
\ndent No: RGRHCL/2024-25/BD/WORK_INDENT12 Moradabad online on website 2/ /1 i from registered 3 | Pre-Bid Mesting : Dat
moamio: s contractors from 21.02.2025 at 10.00 am to 28.02.2025 at 12.00 o Tl Mosting 3 Dote 200302874 (100,
CQnslmcucno(ﬁtaﬂ(}uanersalsLocahons(!-BHKBIocku.zBHKBlock p.m. Technical bid /Prequalification of tenders shall be opened on 4 | Bid Submission : Start date 27.02.2025 at 11:00 Hrs
At Each Lacabqn in G+#2 »F\oots and Other Infrastnfc‘ure Works) at 28.02.2025 at 12.30 pm in office of unQersigqed by tender cgmmittee 5 | Bid Submission : End date 06.03.2025 upto17:00 Hrs
Minorities Morarji Desai Residential School Campus i Different Talukas of in presence of authorised representatives/bidders who wish to be
5. | Kalaburgi and Yadgir District- Package - 5 (Jewargi-1, Afzalpur-1, 2004.02 2094 || [present. Financial bid of the tenders’ who qualify in technical bid Ofia Subiseion of,_Docsnents (Coat of
Chincholi-1, Kalaburgi-1, Shahapur-1, Yadgiri-1) (Fixed Price No shall be opened on date and time as specified by a notice in the office 6 :}ﬁg;‘,ﬂs fn?f‘;’.}‘Z’L‘,;p‘i‘,ﬂnj”gzg;miﬁ?'",‘}! 07.03.2025 upto17:00 Hrs
Variation)™ of undersigned. In case of Government holiday the required process support of qualification). At office of Executive
Indent No: RGRHCL/2024-25/BD/WORK_INDENT13 shall be carried out on next working day. Engineer (North), 32 Rajpur Road, Dehradun.
Construction of Staff Quarters at 8 Locations (1-BHK Block & 2-BHK Block 12
At Each Location in G+2 Floors and Omtev Infrastructure Works) at 8| 57 NemeofWork | Esvitted | Bl | Timeof | Gosloli | Category L Dot ciuchvionl Bl Coariog 08.00.208 a1 1100 hre
Minorities Morarj Desai R School C: Different Tal f No| RICT cost (with [Security | completion | Tender | of road §-ffter 9 wafen www wE@RT 7 e Swwwee @ dauge
B | Sos Morar Dece: Resscarial School Campus inDilemnt febas 2994.02 2994 Maintena- [ (Rs.in | of the work |Documents | contractor o e =
| Koppal and Bellary District - Package - 6 (Koppal-2, Gangavathi-2, ’ : nce) | Lacs) | (including | including | eligible www.uktenders.gov.in ¢ 3if sirga St/ ure @ ot s & |
Kukanoor-1, Bellary-1) (Fixed Price No Variation) Rs. in Lacs rainy season)| GST (RS} aiftrerft sfdrrer m
Indent No: RGRHCLI2024-25/BD/WORK_INDENT14 T = Fi 7 5 5 7 0
Construction of Staff Quarters at 3 Locations (1-BHK Block & 2-BHK Block Due to excessive rainfall in the financial year 2024-25, the roads of the district have
At Each Location in G+2 Floors and Other Infrastruciure Works) at become very damaged, due to which short term tender is invited as follows
7. | Minorities Morarj Desai Residential School Campus n Different Talukas of 149701 1497 SR of Nehtaur-Noorpur- s
*| Vijayanagara District ~ Package ~ 7 (Harapanahalli-1, Hosapete-2) ’ 1| Amroha Amroha-Joya road (SH-|  359.00 | 1995 | SMonhs | 235400 |category Email: eenorth-ujs-uk@nic.in TN /B 1001352746137
(Fixed Price No Variation) 77)in Km 42, 43, 44, 45, Wi 3110,/ 4P (wcte) / §- P / 202625 Rt 19/02 /2025,
Indent No: RGRHCL/2024-25/BD/WORK_INDENT15 46, 47, 48, 51 and 54 é—ﬁﬁtl Fgeren
Construction of Staff Quarters at 7 Locations (1-BHK Block & 2-BHK Block 3. Rules/conditions & details of the tender are available at website — :
[ u : ity T I @ 2 ) aifirar , dERg
At Each Location in G+2 Floors and Other Infrastructure Works) at http://etender:up.nic.in. @ HEIARD IEIRAVS T WU B AR F v s (@wR), e gr
i |Meme o an it o | ity | s (Gaura Ranjan) P Singh Do e Y - . e et e ) o
g gasuguru-1, 4 " Executive Engineer Superintending Engineer YR S @ o 2 |
Sedvenur2) (Fhead Frice No Virtation) Provincial Division PW.D. Moradabad Circle, PW.D. i i i
Indent No: RGRHCL/2024-25/BD/WORK_INDENT16 - 2 By ke W Bid Name of Work Bid Security | Costof Bid| _Period of
Amroha Moradabad No. (Earnest Money) | Document | Completion of
Construction of Staff Quarters at 3 Locations (1-BHK Block & 2-BHK Block G Zadesais 200 Ph. — 0591-2414619 (in Rs) works
At Each Location in G+2 Floors and Other Infrastructure Works) at el bl - o7 Oid Pipe Line
g, | Minories Morarj Desai Residential School Campus in Different Talukas of 148237 e 01| With New Pipe Line From Nahar | e¢ 155 100.00 | - 0 |  o3-Months
" | Dharwad and Gadag Districts - Package - 9 (Dharwad-1, Mundaragi-2) 0-1495 n Chowk to Charkhi Gate in Ward - o :
(Fixed Price No Variation) PANCHAYAT RAJ & DRINKING WATER DEPARTMENT No-31 Under Kaulagrii Zone 18%GST
indent No: RGRHCL/202¢-25/BDIWORK_INDENT17 (3 VERNMENT OF ODISHR Taying Of Seweer Line in Kumar 2400000
Construction of Staff Quarters at 4 Locations (1-BHK Block & 2-BHK Block OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, RWS&S DIVISION, NABARANGPUR 02 |Mandi at Kaulagarh Zone Under| Rs. 1,03,600.00 + 03-Months
At Each Location in G+2 Fioors and Other Infrastructure Works) at Tel - (06858) 222643, E-Mail : eerwssngp@gmail.com North Division, Dehradun 18%GST
Minorie ampus in Diferent Talukas of INVITATION FOR BIDS Laving Of Seweer Line In Syed 800000
10.|Uttara Kannada, Shimoga and Dakshina Kannada Districts — 2095.91 2095 No : RWSS_NGP_ONLINE _07/2024-25 DATED: ‘5-°2E-ms T 03 |Mohalla and Kaulagarh Road at| g 4 77 900.00 + 03-Months
Package - 10 (Dandeli-1, Shikaripura-1, Ullal-2) vl G2 Sum 6 oo £- e o Kaulagarh Zone Under North 18%GST
(Fixed Price No Variation) o of E- Procurement systom in on-ine mode Division, Dehwadun
Indent No: RGRHCLI2024-25/BDIWORK_INDENT18 " e G 0PI o o, T s s iy o i comacir i e P whr sy b | | T tendier time schedule (Key Dates) is as follows: -
gorgwmfmsmmgnzer;alsLoc::ogsm (I-BlH’K mmk&z-wlﬁm R O T b car Coll Noco miotdble (o whbobe) S.No.| Description Time Schedule (Key Dates)
{ Each Location in G+2 Floors a er Infrastructure Works) at 3. Estimatad Cost : As mentioned in Tabla ‘A" 7
Minorities Morarji Desai Residential School Campus in Different T & Tendor Paper Cost - As menloned n Tobls A" 3 DS EOpS BSRARD Sl Bl g
11.| alukas of Hassan, Tumkur and Mysore Districts ~ Package - 11 246575 2485 O Document downioad : Start Date 25.02.2025 at 11:00 Hrs
(Channarayapattana-1, Madhugiri-1, Tiptur-1, Tumkur-1, Periyapattana-1) 7. Critical Dates : * Further details can be seen in the bidding documents, which is available in the 3 | Pre-Bid Meeting : Date 03.03.2025 at 11:00 Hrs
(Fixed Price No Variation) « Publicat p 4 | Bid Submission : Start date 05.03.2025 at 11:00 Hrs
indent No: RGRHCL/2024-25/BDIWORK_INDENT19 Titetonders advertoamant| |+ 00" " e wob porial a . e -
Constructon of Stff Quartrs at 4 Locatons (1-BHK Block & 2-BHK Block : gl 5180 Supmission  End date 12OV i 1700
N o * Authority re the right t r ail tende ithe i ny thereaf.
At Each Location in G+2 Floors and Other Infrastructure Works) at i st e el et e g’;‘;’,‘:gs“g";fj,’,ﬂ’gn{” Bu‘,"’g‘;@:{,‘(‘j ‘S:Z;‘,n‘;{
12| Minories Morarj Desai Residentl School Campusin Diferen Tlukas of —_— _— PG thear™ | dontifcation| “smine tor aidams, | seating. | tocoiptor | opening of Bid 6 [affidavits and all supporting  Document in| 16032025 pto 17:00 Hrs
Vijayapura District — Package - 12 (Indi-1, Muddebihal-2 Vijayapura-1) . No. To Tender mwm 'support of qualification). At office of Executive
i iati | S wenion] E (North), 32 Rajpur Road, Dehrad:
::::m:’:;::xgs;‘:;izwmwoak - Exeaiive NGP_|2502 2025 1003 2025| 07.03.2025 | 10032025 | 11032025 at el e e
: 2 Engneer RW: NEGTG o e | 5B, [w100500FM. | Ti100AM 7 | Date of Technical Bid Opening 17.03.2025 at 11:00 Hrs
LAST DATE FOR SUBMISSION OF BID: 05-03-2025 Nabarangiur TP ST SO SmiRal § Uf SewEnE % AneEe

www.uktenders.gov.in TR 3T g defl / ure @1 o wedt & |

st sftvereen ()
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NMC does U-turn on penalising
colleges for not paylng stipends

@hmnsolmdla.com

action against medical
collegesthat did not pay
stipend to MBBS interns or
doctors doing post graduate
training, National Medical
Commission(NMC), hasdone
anabout-turn saying that it is
up to state authorities to take
action. However, the Mainte-
nance of Standards of Medi-
cal Education Regulations
2023 gazetted in Sept 2023, give
the NMC vast powerstopenal-
ise medical colleges monetar-
ily, or by withholding accred-
itation, or by reducing seats.
InJan2024, inresponseto
an RTI application NMC re-
fused tosharedetailsof what
action was taken against the
offending colleges claiming
that the matter was sub judi-
ce. However, in response to
yet another RTI application
on the same issue, on Tues-
day itstated that “NMCisthe
regulatory body which is-
sues guidelines, regulations
fromtime to time. The imple-
mentation of the guidelines
/instruction/advisory is
solely at thediscretionof the
concerned state authorities
under which the medical col-
lege/institute islocated”.
On Aug 11, 2023, the NMC
issued an advisory on pay-
ment of stipend to PG medi-

\ﬂer threatening penal

.
NEW PRESCRIPTION

calstudents directingall pri-
vate colleges to pay stipend
in keeping with the Post
Graduate Medical Educa-
tion Regulation 2000. “All the
self-financed/private medi-
cal colleges are warned that
NMC will take strict action
for non-compliance of the
provisions of the Regula-
tions of PGMER, 2000, if any
complaint is received in the
future,” stated the advisory.
Supreme Court has ruled in
2022and 2023 in favour of stu-
dents stating that stipend
has to be paid by govt and
private medical colleges.

On Nov 28, 2024, NMC is-
sued a show cause notice to
198 colleges (115 govt and 83
private ones) for not submit-
ting details of stipend paid to
undergraduate interns, post-
graduate residents, senior
residents and postgraduates
in super specialty courses, as

directed through a public no-
tice issued in April 2024. This
notice was issued on the di-
rection of SC. The court
asked NMC to submit the de-
tails of stipend paid to in-
ternsand residents inall col-
leges. The NMC threatened
penal action against colleges
for their failure to submit
the required information.
“The NMC is beingevasive
regarding the action taken
against the medical colleges
stating it is the discretion of

DMK steps up
protest against
Centre’s ‘Hindi

imposition’

Chennai: Tamil Nadu’s gov-
erning DMK on Wednesday
stepped up its fight against al-
leged “Hindi imposition” by
Centre by launching a Kolam
campaign, drawing of colour-
ful patterns using rice flour
onstreets, toshow opposition.

CM MK Stalin posted in so-
cial media, a poemof Bharathi-
dasan that whether

Times News NeTwork

Lucknow: Days after NGT
flagged the high faecal coli-
form levels in the Ganga and
Yamuna rivers in Prayagraj
during the ongoing Maha
Kumbh, UP CM Yogi Aditya-
nathasserted intheassembly
nn \VPan'Sdﬂy that the water
wasfit for both

pumnz, anend to Hindi was not

itiesItisclearthat
the NMC is solely responsible
for non-compliance of regula-
tions by private medical col-
leges regarding payment of
stipend,” said Dr KV Babu, an
ophthalmologist and RTI ac-
tivist who filed the request
seeking details of the action
taken against the colleges,
The Aug 2023 advisory
was issued by NMC follow-
ing an online survey among
undergraduate and post
graduate students in private
medical colleges which re-
vealed that hundreds of col-
leges were not paying sti-
pend equal to that being paid
in govt colleges as stipulat-
ed. Thousands of students
alsostated that they werenot
receiving any  stipend.
Shockingly, 1,228 students in-
formed NMC that the sti-
pend given was taken back
by the colleg

for them if Hindi
is compulsory. The poet direct-
ly addresses Hindi language in
hisversesand the poem asserts
that Hindi's “conspiracy”
would not succeed. Bharathi-
dasan (1891-1964) is a celebrated
poet of Tamil Nadu. “Where is
Tamil Nadu’sfunds? StopHin-
di Tmposition,” and “Do not
betray” were among the slo-
gans that were written on
roads alongside kolams (rang-
oli), a DMK campaign. DMK
functionary TRB Rajaa said
in a social media post that
@DMK_Chennai has “sown
the seeds,” and said: “#Stop-
Hindilmposition,Well done
#ChennaiZoneDmkITWing."”
DMK and its allies on Feb18
held a protest here on the issue
and DMK youth wingsecretary
and deputy CM, Udhayanidhi
Stalin warned Centre against
fnrcm{, another language war
ditsallies. r

smn * (bathing) and “aach-
man” (ritual drinking).

Replying to a discussion
on the Maha Kumbh, the CM
maintained that the pollution
parameters like dissolved
oxygen and biochemical ox-
ygen demand (BOD) were
within permissible limits.

Referringtoa Central Pol-
lution Control Board (CPCB)
report submitted to NGT
about the faecal concentra-
tion in the Sangam waters,
making it unfit for drinking
or bathing, the CM said: “All
the pipes and drains in and
around Sangam have been
taped and the water is being
released only after purifica-
tion. The UP Pollution Con-
trol Board (UPPCB) is contin-
uously monitoring the water
tomaintain its quality.”

“As many as 81 culverts
carrying over 280 MLD (mil-
lion litres per day) of sewage
into river Ganga were taped

WHAT THE CPCB REPORT SAID

*CPCB says total coliform levels
must not exceed 500 MPN (most
probable number) per 100m|

Sewage Treatment Plants (STPs)

Sangam water fit for drinking,
bid to defame Kumbh: Yogi

3 from Delhi among
10 killed in crashes

‘hree Delhi residents were
among 10 Maha Kumbh
pilgrims killed, while more than
40 were injured, in six road acci-
dents reported in UPand MP on

Wednesday The total number

COLIFORM LEVELS BIOCHEMICAL OXYGEN

1,400 times the standardsin ~ DEMAND (BOD)

Ganga, 660 times in Yamuna 1. River water quality did
at some stretches on one not conform with
particular day the bathing
*Coliform is a key b crite(ia
indicator of presence during
of untreated sewage
and human & on Jan 12-
animal excreta 13 at most

By Jan 19, total locations

coliform levels 2. Organic
had reached 7,00,000 pollution
MPN/100ml in Ganga & did decrease
3,30,000 MPN/100ml in the after freshwater
Yamuna (samples were analysed intrusion at upstream
onJan 12, 13, 14, 15 & 19, failed locations, but river water
tests on all days) quality did not meet

bathing criteria at all the
‘monitored locations on
various occasions

| 10 STPs installed in

Prayagraj with a combined treatment capacity of 370 million
litres per day. All were found operational and complied with
norms barring one with 10MLD capacity

whlle going toor returning from
Prayagraj has now gone up to
152, with one week left for the
Maha Kumbh to conclude.

Five of a Delhi-based family
were returning after takinga
holy dip, when their car crashed
into an unidentified vehiclein
UP'sFirozabad around 4 am.
Two family members and the
car driver died on the spot,
while the other three were
hospitalised withinjuries.

for bathing but also for
drinking, he asserted. “The
CPCB has also confirmed
this initsreport,” headded.

Yogi alleged that “the
ign is only to de-

and treated at sewage treat-
ment plants (STP)," headded.

The CM maintained that
the samples taken by UPPCB
from various spots on differ-
ent dates between Jan 12 and
Feb 13 showed the presence of
fecal coliform was within the

safe limits of 2,500 MPN per
100 ml. “As per toda
the amount of BOD near San-
gam is less than 3 (milligrams
perlitre),and thedissolved ox-
ygen isaround 8-9,” he said.
This meant the Sangam
water was suitable not just

false
fame the Maha Kumbh”.
Training his guns at Samaj-
wadi Party, he said the condi-
tion of the Ganga and Yamu-
narivers was so poor when it
was in office that the PM of
Mauritius had refused to take
adip during the 2013 Kumbh.
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V. . PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Combined State/Upper Subordinate Services
(P.C.S.) Examination-2025 and Assistant
Conservator of Forest (A.C.F.)/Range Forest
Officer (R.F.0.) Services Examination-2025

ABRIDGED ADVERTISEMENT

1. The detailed advertisement of this Examination can be seen
on the Website of the Commission https://uppsc.up.nic.in
from 20.02.2025 in which On-line application system, mode of |
fee, subject and syllabus for preliminary and main
exammaﬁcn Prescribed pro(ormae regardmg caste

and

important i

age relaxation etc. shall remain available.
2. The candidates must go through the detailed advertisement

and apply only if they are eligible.
1. Detal 2 é EEEEE g;- ﬁresenlly the Number of vacancies for.

the Ci State/Upper Services
Examination is about 200. Number of vacancies for the
Assistant Conservator of Forest is 10 and on receipt of the
requisition for the post ol Range Forest Officer will also be
included in this The number of ies may
increase or decrease depending upon the circumstances/

requirements.

As
ofthe d

under column No. 8

3.Age Limit- C:

born before 2

as per Rules.

4.D: of O

f21 years

and must not have crossed the age of 40 years on 1% July,
2025 i.e. they must have not been born earlier than 2" July
1985 and not later than 15 July 2004. For the PH i

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: A high-level
committee on disaster risk
reduction headed by home
minister Amit Shah has ap-
proved Rs 1,555 crore of ad-
ditional central assistance
to five states affected by
floods,
clonic storm during2024.
Andhra Pradesh is the
major recipient with Rs 608
croreapproved for it towards
disaster mitigation and re-
sponse. The central assist-
ance has been allocated from
the National Disaster Re-
sponse Fund (NDRF). The
fund availability is also sub-
Jjectto50% adjustment of the
opening balance for the year
available in the state disaster
response fund (SDRF).

landslides and cy-

31,555¢r central aid for 5 states hit
by calamltles in ’24 gets govt nod

A high-level committee

on disaster risk reduction
headed by home minister Amit
Shah approved the additional
central assistance

While Rs 171 crore has
been approved for Naga-
land, Rs 255 crore has been

allocated to Odisha, Rs 232
crore for Telangana and
Rs 289 crore for Tripura.
This additional assist-
ance is over and above the
funds released by the Cen-
tre to the states. During
2024-25, the Centre released
Rs 18,323 crore to 27 states in
SDRF, and Rs 4,808 crore
from NDRF to18states.
Separately, the govt allo-
cated Rs2,209crore from the
State Disaster Mitigation
Fund (SDMF) to 14 states
and Rs 720 crore from the
National Disaster Mitiga-
tion Fund (NDMF) to eight
states, Immediately after
the disasters last year, the
Centre had deputed inter-
ministerial teams to assess
the situation on the ground,
the home ministry said.

Man who sued
KCR over graft
killed; cops point
to land dispute

Hyderabad: A man who had
filed a case against BRS chief
K Chandrasekhar Rao and
others, accusing themof being
responsible for the collapse of
some piers of the Medigadda
barrage, was stabbed to death
by two unidentified assailants
in Bhupalapally town of Te-
langana’s Jayashankar-Bhu-
palapally  dis-
tricton Wednes-
day night, re-
ports Shiv
Kumar Pinna.
Police said a
land  dispute
may have led to the murder.

N Rajalinga Murthy was
stabbed a day before HC was
scheduled to hear KCR’s pet-
ition ing the case filed

Surendra.Singh
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Space regulator
and promoter Indian Nation-
al Space Promotion and Au-
thorisation Centre  (IN-
SPACe) on Wednesday an-
nounced the launch of Tech-
nology Adoption Fund (TAF)
to nurture and support the
growth of Ind pace tech-
nology capabilities. Thefund
isdesigned tosupport thetra-
nsition of early-stage space

the maximum ?‘ge limitis 55 yearsi.e. they musthave not been

July 1970. For the candidates of different
Categories of U.P., whose particulars have been given in
Column No. 5 and 10 of the detailed Advertisement,
Reservation/Relaxation in upper age limit shall be admissible

i .20.02.2025

6. Last date for Fee

5. Last date for receipt of Examination-fee in the Bank &
submission of On-| ImeAppIu;anon 24 03.. 2025

in

by
Indian companies into com-
mercially-viable products.
By providing partial
funding to non-govt entities,
TAF will support the transi-
tion of innovative ideas
from the drawing board toa
market-ready stage. TAF has
been created to promote the

submitted On-line Application: 02. 04 2025

Secretary

of space tech-

IN-SPACe launches tech fund
to accelerate startups’ growth

nology within India while
reducing the nation’s de-
pendence on imported solu-
tions. Investing in domestic
research and development,
TAF will help building a
strong partnership between
govt bodies and the private
sector and position India
as a reliable global partner
inthe space industry.

“The fund will offer fi-
nancial support of upto60%
of the project cost for star-
tups and MSMEs, and 40%
for larger industries, with a
maximum funding cap of Rs
25 crore per project,” said IN-
SPACe chairman Pawan
Goenka. “We have designed
this fund to help innovators
bridge the gap between

gies, enhance production
processes, and meet market
demands both within India
and abroad. Our focus is on
enabling practical solutions
that can be quickly integrat-
edintothespaceecosystem”,
hesaid. With TAF, IN-SPACe
aims to support a wide
range of outcomes—from
the development of new
space products to the cre-
ationof intellectual proper-
ty that can drive future re-
search and development.
TAF is open to all eligi-
ble NGEs/companies that
are ready to demonstrate
thecommercial potential of
their innovations. Interest-
ed parties are encouraged
to register on the IN-SPACe
dl"llal platform to review

early-stage development and
commercialisati This
support will enable compa-
nies to refine their technolo-

andto
submit their applications
in the prescribed format.

GOVERNMENT OF TAMILNADU

/ COMMISSIONERATE FOR WELFARE OF THE DIFFERENTLY ABLED
No.05, LADY WILLINGDON COLLEGE CAMPUS,
Roc.No.0481/A&A/RIGHTS/2025
Bids are invited from potential bidders for supply of Assessment and Therapy
equipments to 15 sub divisional OSC's. through the e-procurement portal. The
complete details are avallable on the department website -www.scd.tn.gov.in as

TENDER NOTICE

http:/itntenders.gov.in

any reason

Bids are to be uploaded through the e-procurement portal at

Project Director — TN RIGHTS / Commissioner for Welfare the Differently Abled,
Chennai-600 005 reserves the right to accept or reject the tenders without assigning

Project Director — RIGHTS /

DIPR/ 687 /Ti

for Welfare of the Differently Abled

KAMARAJAR SALAI, CHENNAI-600 005.
Dated : 19.02.2025
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Chandigarh: Settling a 64-year-old
includes a 20-year legal
piece of land in a Hisar
village being used by a powerdiscom,
Punjaband Haryana HChasdirected
the authorities to pay land usage
charges since 1961 and compensate
the owners upon acquiringthe land.

HC ruled that compensation
should be granted to the landown-
ers based on the prevalent rates of
land in 2005, when they filed the
suitfor possessionof theland. The
power discom, Dakshin Haryana

was released on Tuesday: “Grant-
ing compensation to the appellants-
plaintiffs at the market rate preva-
lent in 1961 would be a travesty of

HC ends 64-yr land dispute,
orders payout at 2005 rates

Ajay.Sura@timesofindia.com

these orders while hearing a pet-
ition filed by Arjun Lal and others,
residents of Barwala in Hisar dis-
trict in Haryana, who are owners
of 8 kanal 8 marla land and have
been fighting toreclaim their land.
Their grievance isagainst the state
usurping their land and setting up
apowerhouse on it without acquir-
ingit. They soughtdirectionstoget
theirland back. However, in its Dec
2011 orders, the lower court in Hi-
sar refused to grant them posses-
sion of the land but asked them to
accept compensation for the land.

ed by plaintiffs without acquisition
and without payment of compensa-
tion. Accordingly, appellants will
have to pay user charges at the rate of
Rs 1,000 per year starting 1961, with
10% enhancement every 10 3
the date of acquisition (Feb 2005) and

shall be paid until 2005 when the land
is deemed to be acquired. High court
has directed the Hisar commission-

by him. Murthy had filed a
complaint in Oct seeking
filing of an FIR against KCR,
former irrigation minister T
Harish Rao and others for
sinking of pillars of Medigad-
da barrage that is part of Ka-
leshwaram Lift Irrigation Pro-
ject, He alleged that crores of
public money were misappro-
priated in the project. When
copsrefused toregisteran FIR,
he approached a local court
and filed a private complaint.
‘The case later reached HC.
Murthy was travelling on a
bike when the assailants way-
laid and stabbed him. Though
he tried to flee, he was chased
and Killed. “We suspect a land
dispute could be the motive.
Murthy had land disputes with
afew local persons,” said a cop.

Kharge alleges
‘large-scale
voter list
rigging’ by BJP

New Delhi: Congress presid-
ent Mallikarjun Kharge on We-
dnesday alleged “large-scale
voter list manipulation” in the
country, with BJP securing ad-
dition of new names ahead of
elections. The party said there
werelakhsof “bogus” voters in
Haryana, Maharashtra and
Delhi, where BJP recently won
assembly elections, and called
it a “grave threat to democra-
cy”. Congress has planned to
undertake ‘Samvidhan Ba-
chao Rashtriya Yatra’, which
will be arelay yatra of nation-
alleadersacross the states.

At a marathon meeting of
Congress general secretaries
and state in-charges, Kharge
said, “You must have noticed
that nowadays, our supporters’
names are being deleted from
the voters list or shifted to

vitran Nigam Limited 20-YEAR LEGAL BATTLE neighbouring booths. BJP

(DHBVN), had pleaded for com- = adds new names just before the

pensation to be given at 1961 rates. The bench held that since 1961, elections. This malpractice
HC observed in its order which DHBVNhad b mustb datall costs.”

s till

per annum. Interest

w0 =1 A fafrmr v | wrdaf Jjustice. For 44 years, not only were
Ho s (18% the plaintiffsdeprived of theirright
w0 wrE § A to use the land, but they were also
deprived of monetary compensa- interest at 6%
A ) i
tion. If they were granted compen-
1 | Selection of planning monitoring and performance 200 11800~ 2 sation in 1961, they might have pur-
Ipenvermant coneutant monih chased some other land. The same
iz~ iz 3 s oA st §-Frf % A e-enderup.nicn T STYETE 1 0 T 1 alsowould fal-  er
ly withother land in the country.”
T i Justice Pankaj Jain passed

ess and to pronounce the award
of theland within three months.

the acquisition proc-

Rahul Gandhi is learnt to
have asked Congre:
in-charges to stay “alert”
about the voters'lists, and em-
phasised continuous serutiny
of additions and deletions.

Congress decided toretrain
the decision-making focus on

ganisation

Mohammed Wajihuddin | Tnn

Mumbai: The first biopicon
Aligarh Muslim University
(AMU) founder Sir Syed
Ahmed Khan (1817-1898) has
been released by an OTT
platform  internationally,
but national broadcaster
Doordarshan has refused to
telecast/stream it on Prasar
BharatiOTT. The film ‘Sir
Syed Ahmed Khan: The
Messiah’ was unveiled by
AMU vice-chancellor Nai-
ma Khatoon with much fan-
fare on the campus recently.

In its letter to Mumbai-
based production house Dark
Horse Productions, Prasar
Bharati's programme execu-
tive has said: “lam directed to
inform you that your proposal
offering programme (s) based
on Sir Syed Ahmed Khan
could not qualified (sic) for
telecast/stream under Reve-
nue Sharing Mode (RSM) on

DD refuses to telecast
AMU founder biopic;
maker alleges politics

PBOTT upcoming platform.”
Producer and the biopic's
main protagonist Shoaib Cha-
udhary islivid. “A serial that I
produced for DD ran for one
the longest periods in DD’s
history. It is shocking that my
biopic on Sir Syed, a leading
reformist and educationist.
has failed to qualify for str-
eamingon the national public
broadcasting’s OTT platform.
It seems DD has rejected my
proposal to please its political
masters,” said Chaudhary.
Based on Sir Syed's biog-
raphy Hayat-E-Javed, the
biopic depicts Sir Syed's
struggles to found Moham-
medan Anglo Oriental Col-
lege which became AMU in
1920 and the visionary’s ef-
forts to inject scientific
thinking among Muslims.
Addressingonlinecentenary
celebrations of AMU in
2020, PM Modi had called the
AMU campusa “mini-India.”
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Marrakesh: Govts and
agencies must design trans-
port system for people and
not for cars, World Health
Organisation (WHO) direc-
tor general Tedros Ghe-
breyesus said, while urging
global communities to sup-
port the cause of road safe-
ty.reports Dipak Dash.
Speakingat the inaugural
session of the 4th ministerial
conference on road safety on
Tuesday, he said, “In this
complex and often divisive
world, road safety is surely
an issue that we can all rally
around. It can help make peo-
pleheal(hyunessuslamahle

Design transport
system for people,
not cars: WHO DG

people. A safe system approa-
ch tomobility puts people and
safety first, with a focus on
mass transit and other forms
of efficientandsustainable tr-
ansport. It prioritises the safe-
ty of pedestrians, cyclistsand
other vulnerable road users,
who account for more than
half of all deaths,” hesaid.

Addressing the confer-
ence, which has participa-
nts from more than 100 coun-
tries, UN special envoy for
roal ety Jean Todt said,
“Every year an entire city
like Marrakesh is wiped oul
by road crashes. It's

Reading out Indi

and societi

While highlighting how
10 countries have reduced
road fatalities by half in the
past decade and another 35
nations by 30%, the WHO

thekey buildingblock of theor- chief said road traffic deaths
district congress in Africa increased by 17%.

committees. Kharge and Rahul “This is because in Africa

d and many coun-

urged

to the last level to unearth tal-
ent & committed workers. T

tries are expanding transport
systems designed for cars, not

mitment -
ities and injuries, MoS road
transport Ajay Tamta said In-
dia has given road safety gov-
ernance priority by embed-
ding it into road infrastruc-
ture planning, vehicle design
and transport regulations.
“India is not just making a
commitment todaywe are
building a future where road
safety is non-negotiable.”
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JUNK THE GHOONGHAT, WALK THE TALK

Catalysing Change From Within, This NGO Is Charting A New Course In Self-help And Women Empowerment

Sharmila.Ganesan @timesofindia.com

arried at 16, Ashala-

ta Pandey of Amba-

jogai a temple

town known as the

‘maternal home of
education’ in Maharashtra’s Beed
— had to hide her face after her
husband left for a religious trip
one fine day, from which he never
returned.

“Aren’t you sad about the fact
that he left you?” “How can you
simply move on?”

These were just some of the
questions that the young mother
of two was bombarded with on
her way to work at an NGO that
fetched a meagre monthly pay of
Rs 800, to raise awareness on a
range of issues from women's
rights to reproductive health,

Stung by such adverse com-
ments, Ashalata quit her job, With
no property of her own and no
support from her in-laws, she took
up the job of an ASHA worker.
Covering her head, like a shroud,
with the edge of her sari, she took
deserted roads on her way to work
to ensure she kept those inquisi-
tive glares at bay.

It was during one of those
solitary walks to work that Asha-
lata had a chance encounter with
Chitratai.

Married off at 12 by an alco-
holic father to a man desperately
looking for dowry, Chitratai aka
Chitra Patil was not just a cheer-
ful health worker, but also a
newly-minted ‘saheli’ who had
freed several villagers from
greedy money lenders by creat-
ing 14 savings groups that
charged a 2% fixed
interest rate.

Encouraged
by Chitratai,

Ashalata en- sion to do

Pl chidnood andpunshed WA
roots leader- for tran§gress1ng_thosg of single
ship develop- boundaries, later in their women
ment pro- lives, they themselves start from social
gramme believing that they are stigma, un-
(GLDP) and lesser humans” employment

on the very
third day of the
course, she real-
ised she was entitled
to certain rights, includ-
ing the right to her husband's
property.

“My father-in-law owned a
large house. I wanted to co-own
it, rightfully. Now, I actually do,”
says Ashalata, sharing her expe-

“Since women are
nstantly denied permis-

— Dr Sujata Khandekar |

FOUNDER OF CORO

y N S ¢
STRENGTH IN SOLIDARITY: Empowered through grassroots leadership training, these women, once marginalised
and isolated, have become powerful advocates for their rights. From combating social stigma to challenging

gender-based violence, they are at the forefront of a movement that is changing the way they lead their lives.

rience from being an ‘SW’ (sin-
gle woman) to one of the many
vocal, local leaders of Ekal Ma-
awom-
en's organisation in Maralhv\

hila Sangathana (EMS) --

da that galvanis

22,000-strong marginalised popu»
lation of abandoned, separated,
widowed women into becoming

agents of social change.

Ashalata is currently work-
ing on violence against women

across Marathwada.

manabad and Nanded - the
rustic western Maha-
rashtra belt -
today boasts of
nearly 22,000
members.

things since

EMS

and domestic
violence, EMS is
one of more than
500 organisations
across Maharashtraand
Rajasthan that have been facili-
tated by non-profit CORO India.
“CORO stands for ‘Jyanche
prashna tyanche netrutva’ (the
question is the same as the

from within,”

ment NGO.

of the organisation”, as Mahen- ties and other marginalised
dra Rokade, the director ~communities. These lead-
of CORO, puts it. ers - aged between 20 and

In the last three 50 - now address issues

forts

truth). The drive to initiate §

change should come
says Dr
Sujata Khandekar,
founder of the 34-year-
old holistic community develop-

Formed in 1989 by people from
privileged backgrounds, CORO
later evolved into “a people’s or-
ganisation, with people not as
mere beneficiaries but as leaders

decades, its ef-

and urban Ma-
harashtra and
Rajasthan have
created more

transwomen.

in rural toforest rights.

than
1,688
gressing those

Ashalatha Pandey,
whose husband went on
areligious trip & never

returned, is one of the
early beneficiaries

CHANGE Begins Here

“grassroots leaders
69% are women

Majority of these earthy
change-makers hail from noti- 4
fied and denotified tribes,
backward classes, minori-

ranging from gender rights

“Since women are
constantly and consist-
ently denied permis-
sion to do things
since childhood and
punished for trans-

of which,
- including

boundaries,
their lives,
themselves start believ-
ing that they are lesser
humans,” explains Khandekar.

later in
women

working on ensur-
ing safety and ac-
cess to govt
schemes for
single women

“If you hadn't
abandoned her, this
woman would have spent
her whole life following

where she is defending herself as
a lawyer.
doned her,”
former husband against whom
she had filed five cases,
woman would have spent her
whole life following you around
in a ghoonghat. Instead, she's a
lawyer now. Look at how little
you've achieved and how much
she has done with her life”.
CORO recently launched Atta
Deep Academy of Grassroots Lead-
ership in Mumbai as an extension
of GLDP. ** ‘Atta Deep means self-
enlightenment',”
The arrival of four transwom-
en has expanded CORO’s lens on
gender issues. Case studies in its
2023 annual report point to how
issues addressed by grassroots
women leaders transcend gender.
Udaipur's Durga -- who
learned how to open and operate
a Facebook account during her
fellowship -- was surfing the net
casually one day when she
chanced upon a govt website list-

“If you hadn't aban-
the judge told her

“this

says Khandekar.

ing the names of 42 villag-
ers that had received
money to build cat-
tle sheds. “None
of the people
concerned
even knew

Culled over two decades,such in areas 3 that their ap-
insights paved the way for the ~where they you around in a ghoong- plications
Grassroots Leadership were seen as hat. Instead, she's a had been ap-
Training Programme “commodities lawyer now" proved,” re-
(GLDP) -- a syllabus up for grabs”, ~ Judge | 70 THE EX-HUSBAND calls Durga,
spanning skills such as  has now perco- OF CORO VOLUNTEER who download-
advocacy and constitu- lated into remote TEENA RAWAT ed the receipts

tional rights that were  Rajasthan where and armed with

inspired by Brazilian
educator Paulo Freire's
philosophy of ‘conscienti-
sation’.
EMS, which began

Meanwhile,

» 500 grassroots organisations that CORO has
worked with in Maharashtra and Rajasthan

» 249 out of 358 tehsils that CORO has reached
in Maharashtra
» 122 out of 390 talukas that CORO has reached

in Rajasthan

» In the last 15 years, GLDP has spawned

1,688 community leaders across
Maharashtra and Rajasthan

> 3,224 villages covered in
Maharashtra

» Over time,

itiatives evolved from

leadership programmes and
became independent processes

Teena Rawat, who
survived two suicide at-
tempts after her husband

abandoned her, now beams
proudly inside a courtroom

-

women (83 sarpanch and 38 m‘

local

ized the sarpanch into giving
them their rightful share.
That'’s change. That’s power...

those printouts, the
villagers then pressur-

deputy sarpanch) and 217 men from various CORO-
facilitated campaigns have been elected in recent
jovernment elections

» 22 GLDP leaders in Maharashtra working on

Iakh acres of fi

community forest rights claimed and acquired 1.73
and in

ages in Vidarbha

» The ‘quh\ to Pee campaign'-which lobbies for
hygienic urinals for women has now touched 9 lakh

lives acr

Maharashtra
o > 1,617 villages covered in Rajasthan
campaign on ‘equal property rights

Yor women’ is underway in the Konkan

region and is spreading across
Maharashtra. 84 leaders and 39
organisations are working on the
campaign in 96 villages across 17
districts of Maharashtra

‘Planned drama’;
Muda scam case

petitioner on
Sidda clean chit

» Continued fromP 1

okayukta’s inquiry re-
port will be submitted
<Thursday to the special
MP/MLAs’ court in Bengalu-
ru, where a hearing is sched-
uled for Feb24.

Mysuru Lokayukta SP and
investigation  officer ~TJ
Udesha said a notice had been
issued to petitioner Krishna,
giving him a week to file objec-
tions. The notice, whose con-
tents Krishna shared with the
media, states that the inv
gation didn’t throw up any e
dence to implicate CM Sidda-
ramaiah, his wife and others
named incase.

The activist
dismissed  the
probe report as
“pre-planned
drama”, saying
Lokayukta never
bothered to cross-check any of
itsfindings with him. “I visited
Lokayukta office only to hand
over the documents I had col-
lected. My fight will continue. I
willfile objections,” he said.

According to the Sept 27
FIRregistered under [PC, Pre-
vention of Corruption Act,
Prohibition of Benami Prop-
erty Transactions Act and
Karnataka Land-Grabbing
Prohibition Act, Parvathi re-
ceived 14 prime plots in Mysu-
ru’s Vijayanagar under the
50:50 Muda scheme. She re-
turned the 14 plots to Muda af-
terthe case wasfiled.

CM Siddaramaiah was ac-
cused of conspiring to get
ownershipof thel4sitesinthe
heart of Mysuru in his wife's
name in exchange for 3 acres,
16 guntas of land at Kesare on
the city’s outskirts. The FIR
named the CM, his wife, broth-

araju. After an investigation
spanning 138 days, Lokayukta
compiled a nearly 1,000-page
report containing statements
of more than 100 serving and
retired Muda officers, politic-

ians, Muda commissioner
and tahsildar, amongothers.
Lokayukta Police clarified
that further investigation into
Muda’s compensatory plot al-
locations between 2016 and 2024
was underway. A report under
Section 173(8) of CrPC will be
submitted to Karnataka HC.

Trump statement significant in
light of ex-CEC’s funding denial

Indians among 300 US deportees held in
Panama as officials plan return journey

anamais detaining in a hotel nearly 300 people from various
countries deported under US President Donald Trump, not
allowmg themto Ieave while waiting for international

Quraishi Was
CEC During
2010-2012

» Continued from P 1

usk, seated with
N/I Trump, backed his
claim of 100% tariff,
although Tesla has already

ir countries.

More than 40% of the migrants, authorities say, won't

return to their

Migrants in the hotel
ing “Help" and

“Weare no! safe inour country.”

from 10 mostly Asi
including Iran, Indla Nepal, Sn Lanka, Paklsran, Afghamstam

begunhiri buy-
ing floor space for show-
rooms in India in anticipa-
tion of lowered duties that
will enable it t itive-

China lllc us
some of th

depor

Costa Rica was expected to receive asimilar flight of
third-country deportees on Wednesday. a»

“wasteful” spending of US
taxpayer’s money by USAID
was based on the examin-
ation of line items by DOGE.
Trump’s fixation with
New Delhi’s tariffs and trade
surplus comes despite India
barely making it to the top 10
nations with trade surplus
with US. China has a trade
surplus of almost $300 billion
with US, accounting for near-
ly a quarter of the overall $1.2
trillion US trade deficit, and
six times India’s $45 billion.
But the US president ob-
sessively invokes India and
puts it in the same bracket,

ly sell its cars, amid prospec-
tsof future production.
India generally has bet-
ter turnout in elections than
US, and while there were so-
cial media jokes about
USAID spending the money
to learn how to increase vot-
er turnout in US, Trump did
notfind itamusing.
“I'havea lot of respect for

Indiaand their Prime Minis-
ter, but giving $21 million for
voter turnout? In India?
What about voter turnout
here?” Trump bristled in
criticism directed more at
the Biden-era USAID —
which the President's de-
partment of govt efficiency
has gutted almost entirely —
thanat India.

The statement is signifi-
cant in view of the assertion
of S Y Quraishi, who served
as chief election commis-
sioner during 201012, that
Election Commission re-
ceived no fund from USAID.

Both the Trump adminis-
tration and Musk, however,
have repeatedly asserted
that their claim about

despuc
ing New Delhi as
counterweight to Beijing.

So overwrought is Trump
about New Delhi and its tar-
iffs that he inflated India’s
trade surplus to $100 billion
during Modi’s recent visit to
the White House, an exagger-
ation Indian side chose to ig-
nore even as they tried to dial
downdifferenceson the issue.

Trivendra govt had lifted all land-buy curbs

» Continued fromP 1
iolations would result
\ / intheland being vested
ingovt. Thebillalsorec-
ommends land consolidation
and settlement in hilly areas
to ensure proper land use and
prevent encroachment.

If passed, it will repeal
amendments made in 2017 by
the Trivendra Singh Rawat
govt to Uttarakhand (Uttar
Pradesh) Zamindari Aboli-
tion and Land Reforms Act,
1950. The 2017 changes had
raised the land purchase lim-
itinthehills from12.5acresto
30 acres for tourism, energy,
industry, agriculture, and
horticulture projects, with
exemptions allowing pur-
chases above 30 acres insome
cases. The amendments also
transferred approval author-
ity from the state govt to dis-
trictmagistrates.

The new law will revoke
these powers from magist-
rates and introduce a dedi-
cated portal to record land
transactions by outsiders.
Non-residents seeking to

buy land must submit an affi-
davit to “prevent fraud and
irregularities”, with final
approval restmg with the
state ation. The

Singh Dhami told TOI, “In
the past, there have been in-
stances where people from
other states hoarded vast
the pretextof ec-

previous 12.5-acre land cap
will be reinstated, and dis-
trict officials must regularly
reportland purchasestoRev-
enue Council and govt.
Currently,

onomic and growth activ-
ities but failed to fulfill their
commitments. This has been
a long-standing public de-
mand, and respecting thexr
sentiments, the sf

canbuy upto250sq metres of
land outside municipal ar-
eas for residential purposes.
Sources say this provision
will likely continue, but
“hoarding of agricultural
and horticultural land in the
hills will be banned™
Restrictions on non-resi-
dents buying land date back
to the Congress govt (2002-
2007), which limited residen-
tial land purchases to 500 sq
metres outside municipal
limits. The subsequent BJP
govtreduced the cap to250sq
metres. However, in 2017, the
Rawat-led BJP govt lifted all
restrictions on such land
purchases. Officials say the
proposed law aims to prevent
land misuse. CM Pushkar

has passed the draft law.”
Notably, Uttarakhand govt
had intensified its efforts to
enforce stringent land-use
regulations in 2024 by target-
ing agricultural lands ac-
quired by prominent individ-
uals but left unused for farm-
ing. In Oct, authorities seized
over half a hectare of land in
Nainital, registered in the
name of Bhanvi Singh, wife
of UP MLA Raghuraj Pratap
Singh alias Raja Bhaiya. The
land, purchased 17 years ago
in Siltona village, remained
fallow, prompting action un-
der Section 167 of UP Zamin-
dari Abolition and Land Re-
forms (Amendment) Act.
Similarly, in Nov, the state
scrutinised Bollywood actor

Manoj Bajpa
tion of approximately 15 na-
1is (about 300sgkm) in Kap-
kot village, Almora. Intended
for a meditation and yoga
centre, theland remained un-
developed. DM Alok Kumar
Pandey confirmed ongoing
investigations into this and
similarcases.

Over the past year, pro-
tests demanding stricter land
laws have also intensified
across the state, Commenting
on the draft law, Dhami wrote
on X, “This historic step will
protect the state’s resources,
cultural heritage, and citi-
zens’ rights while prcservmg,
its original identity.”

Leader of opposition
Yashpal Arya said, “It has
been learned through media
that govt is retracting the
changes made in 2018, which
Congress had opposed at the
time. Since then, thousands
of acres of land have been
sold to outsiders. Govt must
issue a white paper detailing
how much land has been
sold, to whom, and what ben-
efits the state has gained.”

After SC’s Allahbadia rap, panel
seeks Centre note on law tweak

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Citing Supreme
Court’s strong observations
inthe influencer Ranveer Al-
lahabadia case, the parlia-
mentary standing commit-
tee on communications and
information technology has
sought from ministry of
electronies and information
technology (MeitY)anoteon
the efficacy of existing laws
to deal with such cases and
the need for amendments to
the law to bring online plat-
forms under legal scrutiny.
The parliamentary panel
headed by BJP MP Nishi-
kant Dubey has written to
MeitY secretary S Krishnan
on the matter. The commit-
tee has sought to know if the
ministry is proposing any
amendments in IT Act, 2000
and other measures being
contemplated for “regula-
tion and monitoring of ob-
scene, indecent, vulgar and
slanderous content indigital
and social media platforms”.
The committee has
sought the information in
lightof growing incidentsof

TONGUE-LASHING: Allahbadia

misuse of digital and social
media platforms. Alse is
aimed at “safeguarding the
societal values and protect
the dignity of women and
children while adhering to
the creative expression and
freedom of speech guaran-
teed under Article 19 (1)(a) of
the Constitution”.

The attention of the min-
istry was drawn by the com-
mittee to the recent observa-
tionof SC, while hearingthe
case of Ranveer Allahbadia
relating to his controversial
remarks on the standup
show ‘India’s Got Latent".

“SC, while feeling the
need to draw a line between

free speech and vulgarity,
has observed that free
speech does not grant any
right to indulge in obscenity
and thattheremarks were of-
fensive to the societal
norms,” it highlighted.

In this connection, atten-
tion of the ministry is drawn
to Section 66A of IT (Amend-
ment) Act, 2008 which was in-
tended to provide protection
against offensive or insulting
message, speech or informa-
tion made online by granting
powers to govt to make ar-
rests in such cases of misuse
of freedom of speech.

1t is further pointed out
thatthesection 66A washow-
ever declared ‘unconstitu-
tional’ by SC in the case of
Shreya Singal Vs Union of
India in 2015 citing the rea-
sons that the section did not
fall within thereasonableex-
ceptions of freedom of
speech and expression guar-
anteed under Article 19(1)Xa)
of the Constitution of India.

It is in this backdrop the
committee has sought a note
from the ministry on what
amendments are required.

Police probing
circumstances
surrounding
powerlifter death

» Continued from P 1

< Yashtika Acharya's
coachattempted CPR, but
tonoavail. She was taken toa
hospital, where doctors de-
clared her dead onarrival.

Herfamily wasaway in Ha-
numangarh for a wedding,
while she had stayed back for
training. Her father Aish-
warya Acharya is a contrac-
torand one of hersistersisal-
soapowerlifter.

“The family has not regis-
tereda complainL Anautopsy
was conducted,” SHO Vikram
Tiwarisaid. Policeare investi-
gating the ci sur-

‘l—‘euaw gym members and

Times News NETwork

Agra: A woman and her al-
leged lover have beenarrest-
ed for themurder of her hus-
band, whose charred body
wasfound inafield justdays
beforeacourthearing in her
gang rape case against the
former gram pradhan and
his two associates. Police
said the woman drugged her
husband before he was
killed and burned, and the
murder  was initially
blamed ontheaccused inthe
sexual assault case.

The charred body of Mo-
hammed Sajid, 40, was
folmd on Monday mor’ ning.

rounding the accident, in-
cluding the possibility of neg-
ligence. CCTV footage from
the gym has been seized to de-
termine whether safety mea-
sures were adequate.

plmm the following day.
“My son's body was burnt so
that he could not be recog-
nised. A case regarding the
gang rape of his wife is al-
ready in court. The accused

Wife, ‘lover’ held for
killing man pursuing
her rape case in court

village head, Bhola Yadav,
was pressuring us to settle
the matter outside court,”
Sajid's father Aashiq Ali
said. Following this, police
registered a murder case
against Bhola Yadav.

However, during probe,
police discovered Sajid's
wife and her neighbour, Su-
mit Kumar had conspired to
kill him. At a press confer-
ence on Wednesday, Main-
puri SP Ganesh Prasad Sa-
hasaid, “We found that the
woman had been in com-
munication with a neigh-
bour named Sumit for sev-
eral days. Their friendship
had grown to the extent
that the wife wanted to get
ridof her husband.”

The SP said another mo-
tive behind the murder was
to shift the blame onto Ya-
dav, as there had been previ-
ousallegations against him,
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A$AP ROCKY LEAPS OVER COURT BARRIER TO HUG
RIHANNA AFTER RAPPER ACQUITTED IN SHOOTING CASE

THINKING: THE
TALKING OF THE SOUL
WITH ITSELF — PLATO

‘GROW UP’: KEVIN SPACEY RESPONDS TO GUY PEARCE'S CLAIM T
HE ‘TARGETED’ HIM DURING FILMING OF 1997 FILM ‘LA CONFIDENTIAL'

Trump calls Zelensky ‘dictator’
who took US cash to ‘start’ war

US Prez: ‘Zelensky Better Move
Fast Or Won't Have A COuntry Left’

T President  Donald
L Trump on Wednesday
denounced  Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelensky
as “a dictator without elec-
tions” and said he had better
movefasttosecureapeaceorhe
would have no country left.
Trumpspoke hoursafter Ze-
lensky hit back at his
tion that Ukraine was
sible for Russia’s 2022 full- scale
invasion, saying the US presi-
dent was trapped in a Russian
disinformation bubble.
Lashing out at Zelensky in
asocial media post, Trumpcal-
led him “amodestly successful
comedian” who “talked the
USA intospending$350 Billion
Dollars, to go into a War that
couldn’t be won, that never
had to start, but a War that he,
without the US and ‘TRUMP.
willnever beable tosettle.”
Trump went on to say that
the only thing Zelensky “was
good at wasplaying Biden ‘likea
fiddle”” “A Dictator without

Ukraine Prez: Trump Is Living In A
Russian ‘Disinformation Space’

he Trump-Zelensky showdown shows a reversal of
the United States' stance to isolate Russia over its invasion of Ukraine

Europe goes into emergency Iluddle, again

pm ident

ting of

the us

as Presndenl

politics by rapidly

already
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not!

m Monday

Romania,

wouldattendin person, while athers planned toattend by v:deo

Elections, Z sky better move
fast or he is not going to have a
country left,” Trump wrote.
Inresponse, Ukrainian fore-
ignminister Andrii Sybiha said

there

hed alot.“Weneed to keep a cool head, supnnrt Ukrame, he sald

US NSA Mike Waltz,

British PM Keir Starmer would vxsltWasmngton nenweek amld
aimed

ct yto
“We will defend our ri-
ghttoexist.” SybihasaidonX.
Zelensky's five-year term
was supposed to end in 2024 but
presidential and parliamenta-
1y elections cannot be held un-
der martial law, which Ukraine
imposed in Feb 2022 in response

give in.

other gi

g tothe war. asencies

to Russia’s invasion. Zelensky,
who met Trump’s Ukraine en-
voy Keith Kellogg in Kyiv on
Wednesday, said he would like
Trump’s team to have “more
truth” about Ukraine, a day af

ter Trump said Ukraine “ shr)

uld never have started”
conflict with Russ

The Ukrainian leader said
Trump'sassertion thathisapp-
roval rating was just 4% was
Russian disinformation and

would fail. “We have evidence
that these figures are being dis-
cussed between America and
Russia. That is, President
Trump ... unfortunately lnes
in this mnlol ‘mation space,”
Zelensky told Ukrainian TV.
‘Thelatest poll from the Kyiv In-
ternational Institute of Socio-
logy, from early Feb, says 57%
of Ukrainians trust Zelensky.
Less than a month into his
presidency, Trump has upen-
ded US policy on Ukraine and
Russia, ending Washington's
bid to isolate Russia over its in-
vasion of Ukraine with a
‘Trump-Putin call and talks be-
tween senior US and Russian
officials. Trump said he may
meet Putin this month. The
Kremlin said such a meeting
could take longer to prepare,
Zelensky said the UShad gi-
ven Ukraine $67 billion in wea-
pons and $31.5 billion in budget
support, and that US demands
for $500 billion in minerals 2

and that he could not sell his
country. On Tuesday, Trump
brushed aside Ukraine's con-
cernabout beingleft out of the
Russia-US meeting in Riyadh,
saying Kyiv could have made a
deal with Russia three years
ago to avert the invasion by
Moscow. “Today I heard, ‘oh,
weweren'tinvited’. Well you've
been there for 3 years, you sho-
uld have ended it... you should
have never started it. You could

thatany attemp! Pl

deal.” reuters

Putin: Not excludmg Ukraine... no need for hysteria

Moscow: Russian President
Putin said on Wednesday that
Ukraine would not beexcluded
from negotiations to end the
but success would depend
onraisingthelevel of trustbet-
ween Moscow and Washing-
ton. Putin, spe-
aking a day af-
ter Russia and
the US held
their first talks
on how to end
the three-year
conflict, alsosaid it would take
time to set up a summit with
US President Donald Trump,
which both men have said they
want, and there wasnopointin
meetingjust todrink tea.

He praised the outcome of
Tuesday's meeting in Saudi
Arabia, where Russia and the
US agreed to appoint negotia-
ting teams on Ukraine and dis-

Nato members carried out largest

EU announces new
curbs against Russia

F uropean Union envoys have
ved san-

Russia had never rejected talks
with the Europeans or with
Kyiv, and it was they who had
refused to talk to Moscow. “If
lhcy wzml please, let these ne-
s take place. And we

ctions against Russia, a top EU
official and diplomats confirmed

will be ready to return to the
table for negotiations. No one

on
with the Europeans sidelined fr-
omUS-led talks toend the war.
The 16th package of measures
including travel bans, asset fre-

drills of 2025 on in
Romania as a Europe grapples with
anew US course under Trump

Theyare
still not entirely finalised until EU
ministers endorse them. reuters

Ukraine,” hesaid,
adding that there was therefo-
renoneed fora “hysterical” re-
action to US-Russia talks.
Putin. said he would be
“happy to meet with Donald”.
“But weare in such asituation
that it is not enough to meet to

cussed waystoreset theirbilat-
eral relations, which the Kre-
mlindescribedas“belowzero™
under Trump's predecessor
Joe Biden. “Without increa-
sing the level of trust between
Russia and the US, it is impos-
sible to resolve many issues,

including Ukrainian crisis.”
Ukraine and European go-
vts werenot invited tothetalks
in the Saudi capital, which he-
ightened their concern that
Russia and the US might cut a
deal that ignores their vital se-
curity interests. But Putinsaid

have tea, coffee, sit and talk
about the future. Weneed toen-
sure that our teams prepare is-
sues that are extremely impor-
tant for both the US and Rus-
sia, including— butnotonly —
on the Ukrainian track, in or-
der to reach soluti
table toboth sides.” reuters

Trump says will
introduce 25%
tariffs on autos,
pharma & chips

S President Trump said
on Tuesday that he in-
! tends to impose auto ta-
riffs “in the neighbourhood of
25%" and similar duties on se-
miconductors and pharmaceu-
tical imports, the latest in a se-
ries of measures threatening
toupend international trade.
On Friday, Trump said levi-
es on automobiles would come
as soon as April 2, the day after
membersof hiscabinetaredue

B'desh students no

Dhaka: More than 150 stu-
dents were injured in Bang-
ladesh during clashes at a
university campus on Tues-
day, a sign of serious discord
between groups instrumen-
tal in fomenting a change in
govt last year. The afternoon
clashesbegan after the youth
wing of Bangladesh Natio-
nalist Party (BNP) sought to
recruit students at Khulna
University of Engineering
and inthe count-

to deliver reports to him outli-
ning options for a range of im-
portdutiesas heseekstoresha-
peglobal trade. Trump has long
railed against what he calls the
unfair treatment of US autom-
otive exports in foreign mar-
kets. The European Union, for
instance, collectsa10% duty on
vehicle imports, four times the
US passenger car tariff rate of
2.5%. The US, though, collectsa
25% tariff on pickup trucks
from countriesother than Mex-
ico and Canada, a tax that ma-
kes the vehicles highly profi-
tablefor Detroitautomakers.
Trump told reporters at his
Mar-a-Lagoestatein Floridaon
Tuesday that sectoral tariffson
pharmaceuticals and semicon-
ductor chips would also startat
5% or higher”, rising sub-
stantially over the course of a
year. He did not provide a date
for announcing those duties
and said he wanted to provide
some time for drug and chip
makerstosetup USfactories so
that they can avoid tariffs.
Global stock markets most-
ly fell after Trump broadened
histariff threats. reurers

Now, independent
agencies under WH

resident Donald Trumpis
moving to give the White
House direct control of indep-

ry’s southwest. That sparked
aconfrontation with campus
members of Students Aga-
inst Discrimination, a pro-
test group that led the upri-
sing that ousted ex-premier
Sheikh Hasinalast Aug.
Atleast 50 people were ta-
ken for treatment after the
skirmish, Khulna police of-
ficer Kabir Hossain told
AFP. “The situation is now
under control, and an extra
contingent of police has be-
endeployed,” headded.
Communications  stu-
dent Jahidur Rahman told
AFP that those hospitalised
had injuries from thrown
bricks and “sharp wea-
pons”, and that around 100
others had suffered minor
injuries. Footage of the vio-
lence showing rival groups
wielding scythes and mac-
hetes, along with injured
students being carted to ho-
spital for treatment, was wi-
dely shared on Facebook.
Both groups blamed the
other for starting the violen-
ce, with BNP student wing

more united? Campus
clash leaves 150 hurt

Students protests last Aug had
toppled the Bangladesh govt
and forced PM Hasina into exile

Clean slate for
Khaleda as she is
acquitted in her

last graft case

Ahsan Tasnim

Tontinuing the stream of
( relief granted to Khale-

Jda Zia since the govt
change in Bangladesh, a Dha-
ka court on Wednesday acquit-
ted the BNP
chairperson,
along with se-
ven others, in
the Niko graft
casefiled by the
Anti-Corrupt-
ion Commission (ACC) in 2007.

With this verdict, Khaleda
has now been acquitted of all
corrupnon cases filed against
he;

chief Nasir Uddin Nasir ac-
cusing members of Islamist
political party Jamaat of agi-
tating the situation to force a
confrontation. Jamaat acti-
vists “created this unwar-
ranted clash”, he told AFP.
Local student Obayed Ul-
lah told AFP BNP had defied
a decision by the campus

established political parties.
He added there was “no pre-
sence” of Jamaaton campus.

The incident provoked
outrage among students else-
where in the country, with a
protest rally held Tuesday
night to condemn BNP's yo-
uthwingat Dhaka Universif

Students Against Discr!
mination launched protests
last year that toppled the govt
and chased Hasina intoexile.
BNP activists joined wlth

er, those related to
the Zia Orphanage Trust and
Zia Charitable Trust, during
the caretaker govt in 2007 and
the subsequent Awami Leag-
ue-led govt. Notably, all the ac-
Qquittals were made after Mu-
hammad Yunus took charge of
the interim govt after Sheikh
Hasina’s govt was overthrown
by violent student-led protests.

The verdict also clears her
path toenter elections, likely in
Dec, witha cleanslate. She is in
London for medical treatment.

Judge Md Rabiul Alam deli-
vered the ruling, stating that
the prosecution failed to prove
the charges against Khaleda
and the other accused; hence,
allwereacquitted. The ACC ori-
ginally filed the case on Dec 9,
2007, alleging that Khaleda and
others had abused their power
to grant Niko, a Canadian oil
and gas exploration company,

protestersin the final d

Hasina's tenure, defying a
crackdown by security for-
cesthatkilled hundreds. are

an sPM
from 2001 to 2006. Charges were
officially pressed on May 5, 2008,
against Khaleda and 10 others.

Omer Farooq Khan |

endent federal reguiators such The attack was carried
d Exchange At least seven  outin 10 mins and the

- h h‘ d'Tl:]de ing to Pa- dinto

Commission and the Feder: kistan’s Punjab province we- -

Communications Commission. re shot dead latepun Tuesday the mountains. N'O g_""'p
The executive order Trump night in Barkhan district, in  claimed responsibility

signed Tuesday gives the presid- volatile 1 Balo-

ent more power to shape the chistan province. The inci- people on board, on the Balo-

oversight of the financial system
and lay out criteria for transport-
ation safety, basic consumer
protectlons and wireless, broad-
cast,

dent occurred on a Balochis-
tan-Punjab highway running
through the Koh-e-Sulaiman
mountain range. With 45 pas-

ngers on board, the bus was

communications. Itis partofa
broader push by the Trump
administration to assert greater
authority over the govt, possibly
limiting the spending of congre-
ssionally approved funds in ways
that could set up lawsuits and
lead courts toweighin. ap

en route to Faisalabad from
Quetta, Balochistan’s capital.

A senior govt official said
the attackers burst the tyres
of the bus on a highway close
to the provincial border with
Punjab. "Armed men stopped
a Punjab-bound bus, with 45

chistan-Punjab highway and
off-boarded seven Punjabi
passengers after checking
identification cards of those
on board the bus,” Khadim
Hussain, Barkhan's assistant
commissioner, said. “The
commuters were lined up and
shot dead,” Hussain said, ad-
ding the aﬁack was can jed
out within 1 nd the

Gunmen kill 7 Pak Punjab passengers
in Balochistan after singling them out

No group has claimed re-
sponsibility for the attack,
but ethnic Baloch separa-
tists, who have carriedoutsi-
milar attacks in the past, are
the most likely suspects. The
Balochistan Liberation Al
‘my is the most active organi-
sation in the region and it
usually targets security for-
ces as well as Pakistanis
from other provinces.

Last year, at least 39 people
were killed after BLA mili-
tants forcibly removed ethnic
Punjabi commuters from bu-
ses in the volatile province.
The BLA also targets Chinese
interests, claiming that outsi-
ders are resource-

attackers escaped mm the
Koh-e-Sulaiman mountains.

rich Balochistan while lea-
ving the natives behind.

Brazil charges Bolsonaro with
attempting coup after 22 poll loss

m"ﬂpmsueslﬂgewad!mex-prez'scase

Rio de Janeiro: Jair Bolso-
naro, Brazil's former presi
dent, was charged Tuesday
with overseeing a vast sche-
me to hold on to power after
losing  the
2022 election,
including

resident Trump
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Pope, 88, battling double pneumonia,
Italy PM says he’s alert and cheerful

Rome: The Vatican said Wedn-
esday Pope Francis has shown
“slight improvement” in resul-
ts from recent blood tests as he
battles double pneumonia in
hospital. “The clinical conditio-
ns of the Holy Father are stab-
le,” said a brief Vatican statem-

oneplottoan- linvestiga- ent.” “Blood tests ... show a 5l|gh|

nul the vote, tionsi theformer,. i The pi

disband cou-  Group— ity owned by Tr d his Truth thei

rtsandempo-  Social site — sued the Brazilian justice, Alexandre de Moraes, in Italian premier Giorgia Me-
werthemi Y. inTampaon T . Itaccused loni visited Francis in hospital
to assassinate the president-  Moraes of censoring politic: d infringing y and reported he
elect. The accusauons Jaid  upontheFirst 9 was “alert and responsive” and
outina272-page i gl i full of good humour; despite his
suggest Brazil came strikin-  ha il y to protect Brazil from Lllagmusls of anumunm and a
gly close to plunging back i theanti i ters. Nyt infecti-
to, in effect, a military dicta- thepontiff

torship nearly four decades

fore Braul qiupmme Cou\ &

tion of the justice system”

into its moder:
Attorney general Paulo
Gonet Branco indicted Bols-
onaro and 33 other people,
including a former spy chief,
defence minister and nation-
al security adviser, accusing
them of a series of crimes
against Brazil's democracy.
The case will now go be-

which

order Bolsonaro’s arr(-'s(
and have him face trial. If
convicted, he could face12to
40years in prison.

and himself to
President Trump, a political
ally he often emulates. Tues-
d.ays indictment marks the

to the indictment, though
political analysts expectany
sentence tobe shorter.
Bolsonaro, 69, called the
the

rhaxged with a crime, tho-
ugh he has faced several le-
gal challenges to his conduct
as president since he lost his
ionbid. nvrareuters

B da,\s Meloni said she
wanted to bring get-well wishes
tothe popeon behalf of the govt
and entire nation. "We joked
around as always. He has not

first cunﬁrmcd outside visitor
known to have called on the po-
pe, beyond his secretaries and

Candles and wishes for the Pope are
placed outside Gemelli hospital in
Rome. Meloni's visit seemed aimed
at sending a reassuring message

medical team, since his admis-
sion Friday at Rome’s Gemelli
hospital, where popes have the-
irownsuite on the 10th floor:
The Vatican said earlier
Wednesday that Francis, 88,
who had part of one lung remo-
ved as a young man, was up, ea-
ting and had gotten out of bed
after a tranquil night, a day af-
ter tests confirmed he had pne-
umonia in both lungs on top of
asthmatic bronchitis. The visit
by Meloni appeared aimed at
sending a reassuring message,

especially to Italians who ha-
ven't seen even a photograph of
Francis since Friday.

Francis also received a get-
wellwish from US VPJD Vance,
whom Francis recently target-
ed in criticising the Trump ad-
‘min’s plans for deportations of
migrants. “Let’sall say a prayer
for Pope Francis, who appears
to have some serious health is-
sues,” Vance, a Catholic, said.

Francis was admitted to Ge-
melli hospital Friday aftera we-
eklong bout of bronchitis wors-
ened. OnMonday, doctorsdeter-
mined he was suffering from a
polymicrobial respiratory tract
infection, meaning a mix of vi-
ruses, bacteria and possibly ot-
her organisms had colonised in
hisrespiratory tract. Late Tues-
day, the Vatican said a chest CT
scan showed the onset of bilate-
ral pneumonia on top of asthm-
atic bronchitis, which is being
treated with cortisone and anti-
biotics. The Vatican has given
no indication of how long he
may stay hospitalised. acencies

Kamala scrambles California governor’s race without even entering it

governor's race in Califor-
nia would already have tak-
en shape. Aspiring candidates
would have been making appe-
arances. Donors would have
begun  bankrolling  their
favourites, and organisations
would have started to announ-
ce endorsements. Instead,
Kamala Harris came home.
The former vice president,
after a stinging defeat in the
presidential race last year, has
shaken up the 2026 governor’s
race by her mere presence in
California. Speculation has

In a different scenario, the

grown each week since her re-
turn from Washington: Will
sheorwon’tsheenter therace?

After flying back to Los An-
geleslastmonth, Harrishasst-
ood with firefighters in Altad-
ena, greeted evacuees at a Red
Cross shelter and toured fire
damage in Pacific Palisades. “1
am here, and would be here, re-
gardless of theofficehold, be-
causeit'stherightthingtodo,”
Harris said when asked if she

SHE'S STILL GOT BRAT-POWER
Hams. aﬂer astinging defeat in

wasr governor.

ssibility has made it
difficult for most other Demo-
crats to move forward, reali-
singthatany calculations they
make now would be upended

race, has shaken
up the 2026 guv race by her mere
presence in California. Speculation
has grown each week since her
return from Washington: Will she
or won't she enter the race?

if Harris entered the race. The
2026 contest to replace Gov. Ga-
vin Newsom, who cannot run
again because of term limits,

of her deliberations. She has
put together an advisory team
that includes former White
House staff, veteran Democra-

is currently by les-
ser-known aspirants, many of
whom likely would step aside
if Harris decided torun.

“She hasn’t frozen the field
butdefinitely made it icy enou-
gh to force everyone to slnw
down and watch their step,”
said Democratic strategist
Dan Newman. Harri: weig-
hing whether to run for gover-
nor next year, run for preside-
nt in 2028 or pursue a role out-
side of elected office, accordi-
ngtoa person with knowledge

tic policyexperts,a
speechwriterand fund-raiser:
Running for governor
might seem to be a step down
for someone who served four
yearsasthe VPand wasthe De-
mocratic nominee for preside-
nt. But by doing so, Harris wo-
uld avoid the competitive slog
of a presidential primary and
have a strong chance to lead
thenation’s most populoussta-
te with the help of fellow Dem-
ocrats who control the legisla-
ture. Harris has won in Califo-

rnia every time she’s been on
the statewide ballot — as the
candidate for president, VP,
senator and attorney general.
The prospect of her entry
seems to have energised Repu-
blicans, who believe competi-
ng against Harris, especially
after her loss to President Tru-
mp, could energise their supp-
ortersand attract donations.
If Harrisdoesrun, it would
be a rare move for someone
who came so close to the presi-
dency. Only four VPs have run
for governor, and one dropped
out to support another candi-
date, according to Joel Golds-
tein, alaw professor. vt

DAILY PLANET

Marine experts have given up hope of rescuing 157 false killer whales
that stranded on a remote beach on Australia's island state of
Tasmania. A team of experts at the site said complex weather
conditions have made it impossible to save them. Marine biologists
said 90 survivors, who are under extreme stress, would be euthanised

Philippine village
announces bounties
for mosquitoes —
dead or alive

village in the Philippines

launched a battle against
dengue Wednesday by offering
atoken bounty to residents for
captured mosquitos — dead or
alive. The unusual strategy
adopted in Mandaluyong City
reflects growing concern after
the nearby city of Quezon
declared an outbreak of the
mosquito-borne illness over

announced stricter rules for
online retailers selling knives,
along with tougher penalties
for failing to enforce them, as
part of a new crackdown nam-
ed in memory of an Indian-
origin boy killed in a stabbing
attack. Ronan's Law will require
retailers to report suspicious
and bulk purchases of knives,
with tougher sentences for sell-
ing knives to under 18s. Ronan
Kanda, 16, was attacked near
his home in Wolverhampton in
July 2022 in what emerged as a
case of mistaken identity.

of 1,769 residents infected.
Residents will get a reward of
one peso (just over 1 cent) for
every five mosquitos or
mosquito larva they tum in.

the weekend. At least 28,234 AROUND e L
dengue cases have beenrec- | |1 014.

orded in the Philippines this Scizeo,"lﬁ;[tswiﬁ b
year up to Feb. 1,2 40% Antarctica made =
increase compared to the one of the most !
same period last year. Quez- | o ote Tinder k4
on City declared a dengue matches ever!

outbreak Saturday after Aresearcher

deaths this year reached 10 at McMurdo

people. mostly children, out | oo marched with a

woman scientist camping
45 minutes away by
helicopter—proving that even
in the most isolated places,
swiping right can work

New UK knife crime law
named in memory of PIO
The UK govt on Wednesday
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DROP IN CREDIT GROWTH IS DUE TO SLOW
DEPOSIT EXPANSION: SBI CHIEF C S SETTY

FEBRUAI

PICK up IN ECONOMIC ACTIVITY LIKELY IN H2

FY26: SANJAY MALHOTRA-LED RBI’'S REPORT

Tesla likely to import cars
from Germany, skip China

Maha, Guj, TN Frontrunners To Approach Co For Factory

Pankaj.Doval
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Tesla is likely to
import cars from its German
factory and will skip shipping
them from China in view of
concerns raised by govt.

As it prepares to begin sa-
lesinIndia— initially through
the import route and thereaf-
ter through local manufactu-
ring — the electric carmaker
is now being apyp > bya

MAJOR APPEAL

> Tesla is likely to apply for
benefits under the new

EV policy

> This will allow the
company to import

8,000 cars annually

at 15% customs duty
(against 110% now), after it
commits to invest

$500mn for a local factory,
with value addition

Nadu have the advantage of
providing easier access to
ports, seen as a must for
Tesla 's India factory,
which will also be
an export hub
> The company has
decided to skip import
from China after govt
raised objection

‘ > Gujarat, Maharashtra, Tamil

host of state govts for setting
up its manufacturing unit,
with Gujarat. Maharashtra,
‘Tamil Naduand Telangana be-
ingthe frontrunners.
Sources said the Elon
Musk-run company will “in
all likelihood” apply for bene-
fits under the new EV policy
that govt had in

foralocal factory, withadditio-
nal domestic value addition
(DVA) mandates.

“There is excitement and
nervousness in investment de-
partments of key states as
they scurry toattract the Tesla
investments. The plan is to
approach the company mana-

ment

ny companies have invested
over the past decade. All
three have an edge as they
provide easier access to the
port, seen as a must for Tes-
la’s India factory, which will
alsobeanexporthub.

In its initial plan to govt,
the company had said that it

March2024. This willallow the
company to import 8,000 cars
annually at a highly-subsided
15% customs duty (against
110% now), only after it com-
mits to invest Rs 4,150 crore
(little less than) $500 million

begin negotiations, including
giving out any special bene-
fits,” a source said.

lamil Nadu and Maha-
rashtraarealready key auto-
mobile manufacturing hubs,
and so is Gujarat where ma-

ity
plant where it would invest
between $2 billion and $3 bil-
lion. The company plans to
makeanall-new budget car for
India, which islikely to be offe-
red at Rs 20-25 lakh.

The prospectsof amega in-

vestment from a high-techno-
logy company is a big attrac-
tion for various govts. “Some
of thestates dis-

Irdai forms
committee
to review
Insurance Act

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: Insurance Regula-
tory and Development Au-
thority (Irdai) has set up a

GenNext less focused
on building cos: Kotak

Says India’s Animal Spirits May Be Fading As Kids
Of Biz Families Keener On Managing Investments

Mayur.Shetty
il findia.com

in

cussions with the company'x
management, havinginitiated
the talks last year; when the
company looked close to ente-
ring India. The talks will now
happen at a more advanced le-
vel as things have progressed
muchahead from the previous
levels. There isalsoaneffortto
understand demands of the
company management, inclu-
ding issues around rail con-
nectivity to the port,” another
source said.

Asked about the govt's de-
mand to not to import from
China, one source said Tesla
“appears to be in i
the request, considering the
Indo-China diplomatic issues.
“German factory in Berlin,
whichproduces TeslaModel Y,
will now be used to manufac-
ture righthand drive cars,
which will cometoIndia.”

»Related report, P21

Auto on govt’s list for trade talks with US

com The di i e be-

ing held at the level ol‘ com-

New Delhi: Automobiles merce secretary Sunil
are among the list of items Barthwal to identify India’s

identified by the commerce
de[m(ment for consulta-

ahead of negotiations for
the proposed bilateral trade
agreementwith the
indication that govt i
king feedback for a possible
duty cut for bikes and cars
such as Harley Davidson
and Tesla.

Sources told TOI that the
commerce department is lo-
oking at the list of sectors
where it can offer duty cuts
following consultations and
auto figures prominently.

offensive interests, mea-
ning areas where it would
seek a reduction in import
duty from the US, as well as
its defensive interests
where it may have to offer
concessions.

Ministries and depart-
ments, in turn, have been
told to come back with feed-
back from industry so that a
final view on the sector can
be taken in a comprehensive
manner.

Given Trump’s outbursts
in recent weeks — as well as
the move to impose up to25%
tariffs on auto imports into

US — cars and bikes are seen
asanarea of defensive inter-
est for India, especially as
Americans see steel and au-
tomobiles among sectors
where the world's largest
economy should regain its
dominant position that it has
had toconcedetoChinainre-
cent years.

Trump has repeatedly
flagged high tariffs in India
as a concern, including on
Tuesday, and said that com-
panies such as Harley Da-
vidson and Tesla are left
with little choice but to set
upfactories in India.

This is despite govt slas-
hing import duty on Harley
Davidson and other bikes in
the Budget, while lowering

the basic customs duty on
Ithough the ef-

cess,

high-powered i led
by former SBI chairman Di-
nesh Khara to review key
pects of Insurance Act, 1938.
The committee, which in-
cludes top industry experts
expected to submit its report
inthree months.

Based on recommenda-
tions of the Kharacommittee,
Irdai will propose changes to
the Union finance ministry,
after which the department
of financial services will is-
sue a new draft bill for stake-
holder feedback.

The committee includes
Dinesh Khara, former SBI
chairman; N Kannan, former
CEO of ICICI Pru Life; Sau-
rabh Sinha, former ED at RBIL;
Girish Radhakrishnan, for-
mer CMD of UIIC; Alok Mis-
hra, MD and CEO of MFIN;
Rakesh Joshi, former WTM at
IRDAL and legal expert L
Vishwanathan

Industry sources said the
formation of the committee
suggests that insurance re-
forms may take longer than
expected. The regulator ap-
pears to be laying the ground-
work tofacilitate the proposed
changes in insurance laws an-
nounced by finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman.

has been retained at110%.

For Trump, the other
area of interest is easier ac-
cess for American agricul-
tural goods, such as pecan
nuts and fruits, despite cor-
nering a dominant share of

< % "

Inthe Budget, Sitharaman
said govt would amend the In-
surance Act to allow 100% for-
eign direct investment in the
sector. She also said safe-

Mumbai: Veteran banker
Uday Kotak has warned that
India’s economic ‘animal spi-
rits’ are fading as the next ge-
neration of business families
focuses more on managing in-
vestments than building and
running companies.

Kotak also called for a co-
hesive strategy from policy-
makers the “vacu-

Kotak also highlighted
the risks of relatively high
stock valuations in India.
“Should we continue encou-
raging retail investors to ke-
ep buying? Retail investors
in India are funnelling mo-
ney into equities daily. cont-
ributing to domestic institu-
tional flows. Money from in-
dividuals from Lucknow to
Coimbatore is flowing to
Boston and Tokyo,” he said,

repatriable capital stock to
$2.5 trillion, while forex re-
serves — net of RBI's for-
ward short positions
stand at $560 billion.

India has seen exits from
both FPIsand FDI. Compani-
es like Whirlpool and Hyun-
dai are reducing their hol-
dings in Indian arms due to
highvaluations. Inthefinan-
cial sector, Prudential is loo-
king to sell its stake in Pru-

um cleaner” effect of US po-
licies, whichare pullingfore-
ign capital away, straining
the current account, and af-
fecting the exchange rate
and liquidity.

Speaking at the group’s
flagship investor event, Cha-
ng Growth 2025, he said,
“What concerns me is that
many in this generation are
taking the easy way out,
especially in the post-Covid
world. They claim to be ma-
naging family offices and in-
vestments, trading in the
stock market, allocating
funds to mutual funds, and
treating itasafull-timejob.”

Headded, "If someonehas
sold a business, they should
be thinking about starting,
buying, or building another
business. Instead, I see many
wung)x«)plo ng, 'mrun-
ning my family office.” They
should be creating real-world
businesses. Why not start
fromscratch?,” he said.

guards would be i
ed to ensure that revenue

also some of its farm pro
ducts, will be areas of offen-

siveinterest withnon-tariff
barriers too expected to fi-
gure prominently in the dis-
cussions as the two sides se-
ek to expand trade from less
than $200 billion to $500 bil-
lion by 2030.

from insur lesremains
within India.

Ata post-budget press con-
ference in Mumbai, financial
services secretary M Nagara-
jusaid thatapart from permit-
ting100% FDI, govt would also
allow composite insurance
companies to operate. These
firms provide life, non-life,
and health insurance under a
single entity.

gingth
import lance of sl'ulup fun-
ding, Kotak questioned why
individuals at 35 or 40 were
not contributing directly. “T
wouldlove tosee this genera-
tion be hungry for success
and build operational busi-
nesses. Even today, I firmly
believe that the next genera-
tion must work hard and cre-
ate busine: rather than
becoming financial inves-
tors tooearly inlife.”

#6 This $2.5 trillion has the

year? We have seen that
happen before. In such
ascenario, two things
could happen — RBI
depletes its reserves,
or the rupee weakens. |
believe we could see a
mix of both outcomes.

The US dollar is acting like
a vacuum pump, sucking
capital out of emerging markets

potential to leave. Of course, not
all of it will, but could 5% exit?
Could $100 billion flow out in a

A /

& What concerns me is
that many in this
generation are taking the
easy way out, especially
in the post-Covid world.
They claim to be
managing family offices
and investments, trading
in the stock market,
allocating funds to
mutual funds, and
treatingitasa
full-time job
—UDAY KoTAK |
VETERAN BANKER

noting that foreign compani-
es were taking advantage of
high valuations to book pro-
fitsand repatriate funds.
“The US dollar is acting
like a vacuum pump, sucking
capital out of emerging mar-
kets,” Kotak said, pointing to
the impact of a strengthe-
ning dollar and rising US
Treasury yields above 4.5%,
which are drawing capital
from global markets. Indian
stock valuations remain sig-
nificantly higher than those
in most other global markets,
India’s external account
has three key components:
foreign portfolio investment
(FPI) at $800 billion, foreign
direct investment (FDI), in-
cluding both listed and un-
listed capital, at close to $1
trillion, and $700 billion in
external commercial borro-
wings. This brings the total

dential ICICI AMC through
an offer for sale.

“This $2.5 trillion has the
potential to leave. Of course,
notallof itwill, butcould5%
exit? Could $100 billion flow
out in a year? We have seen
that happen before. Insucha
scenario, two things could
happen—RBIdepletesitsre-
serves, or the rupee wea-
kens. I believe we could see a
mix of both outcomes.”

Kotak stressed the need
for a strategic response. “T!
decision lies between tighte-
ning domestic liquidity or al-
lowing the rupee to deprecia-
te. What should our national
strategy be? How should we
approach this challenge? Our
policymakers including
thefinance ministry, RBI, and
Sebi—must develop a cohesi-
vestrategy tocounter this‘va-
cuum cleaner” effect.”

(¥ UNLOCK DEPRECIATION BENEFITS.

EMI STARTING AT ¥ 99,999"

‘A

£ & £

‘SN 4l ““

uaranteed buyback
ue up to 55%" 7z

Additional Depreciation
Benefits up to ¥ 9.85 Lakh®

Corporate and
—"> Trade-In benefits

@ |ncludes 4-year

® Startingat
[ g ol
Service Charges

[~ 797.80 Lakh"

BMW Deutsche Motor BMW Bird Automotive BMW Infinity Cars
Delhl/NCR Farldnbad and Noida Delhi/NCR und Dehradun Uttarakhand Delhi/NCR
3886 .: +91 82228 22 Tel.: +918
motoren.in A




20

A thought for today
The best car safety device is a
rearview mirror with a cop in it
DUDLEY MOORE

Elon Riders

Trump thinks Tesla factory here’s ‘unfair’. But
Musk’s car company needs to be here
O n a day when Tesla fans cheered the brand’s likely entry in

India, Trump made it clear he’s not thrilled by a Tesla
factory here. “That’s unfair to us. It’s very unfair,” he said,
circling back to his pet peeve about India’s high tariffs. He needn’t
have bothered. With just 13 jobs advertised on a portal for Delhi and
Mumbai, Elon Musk clearly does not have a uring or

EVERY WAR’S A GAME

VERY GAME’S A WAR

THE TIMES OF INDIA
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2025

DON’T BE F-35ed

Does India need these super-pricey, 5th gen US fighter jets? It's got buyers’ clout because
IAF needs 100-plus planes. Shop for 4.5 gen fighters & push HAL to deliver sooner

Manmohan Bahadur

There's aquick formula
that helps keep feet
firmly on the ground
when a Westerner prai-
ses you. Slash the praise
by half, evaluate remai-
ning 50% for kernels of correct takes -
the outcome is a reality check. That
means keep aside compliments India
received in Washington, and realistically
evaluate Trump's offer of an arms sale -

assembly plan yet. Why would he, with plenty of spare capacity
abroad? So, all he's looking for now is to import-market-sell.

Besides, with Chinese showroom prices of the cheapest Tesla,
Model 3, starting around $32,000 (¥28L), the brand can only aim fora
niche in India - rich people with green sensibilities. And those are
Shanghai-made cars. Even if Musk gets Teslas from Germany, with
Indian import duties, the cars will be costlier. Regardless, Tesla
needs to be in India. Unlike 2022, when itannounced intentand then
backed off because Incha did not relent on tariffs without a commit-
ment to manufacture locally. Or 2014,
when then Tesla CIO Jayaprakash
Vijayan mentioned a 2015 plan that
didn't materialise. Modi visited
Tesla’s California factory in Sep "15;
Musk announced his China manu-
facturing plana month later.

So, why now? Because this is not
2022 when Tesla’s gross profit margin
was 30%. It slipped below 15% in the last three months of 2024. The
average sale price of its cars has fallen by a third to almost $40,000.
All-brand EV sales in Germany, where Tesla has a Gigafactory, fell
40% last Dec. Yes, it broke its own record in China with 657,000 cars
soldlast year, but faced stiff competition fromlocal brandslike BYD
and Xiaomi. While it sold 1.79mn cars worldwide - a dip of 1.1% -
BYD sold 1.76mn, recording 12.1% growth. Meanwhile, Mercedes
and BMW, premium brands Tesla will be up against in India, have
started EV assembly here.

The car industry is in a flux. Legacy carmakers can't sit on their
laurels anymore, nor can Tesla. It was seen as cutting-edge, but
others have jumped into the autonomous car race. BYD will soon
roll out driver with DeepSeek. M ile, Musk’s
impatience is showing in US - he wants crash investigationsrelated
to his cars, and a dept of justice probe about whether he overstated
his cars’ capabilities, scrapped. What he also needs is a new and
growing market.

Aqua Ain’t Purus

NGT data on Kumbh river water quality frames
a larger national question on cleaning up rivers

How many Indian rivers are polluted? A Central Pollution

Control Board (CPCB) assessment of 603 rivers, has identified

311 polluted stretches on 279 rivers, based on the organic
Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD) indicator. So, the same river
can be clean in some parts, but not in others. Given the huge gathe-
rings at Kumbh, the confluence of rivers at Prayagraj presented
an extraordinary cleanliness challenge for UP authorities. Their
preparations have been at scale too. But now, with only a week left
for the 45-day event to wrap up, the National Green Tribunal has
drawn attention to worrying water quality data.

It quotes a CPCB report dated Feb 3. The report raises red flags,
less on the BOD measure, more on Fecal
Coliform. It also says sewage treatment
plants were found operational, and all but
one complies with stipulated norms. So, if
the increase in fecal concentration was
caused by the sheer number of people
taking the holy dip, were the countermea-
sures inadequate? A thorough transparent
investigationiscritical.It'sacutely owed to
the over 55cr that UP govt claims have already taken the holy dip.
The risks of patchy disease surveillance are staring us in the face,
after the Guillain-Barre Syndrome outbreak in Maharashtra has
been linked to E coli contamination in water. More broadly, doing
dependable monitoring and following it up with scientific fixes is
the only way for India to clean up its rivers.

For all the remedial measures India has taken in recent decades,
it still continues to discharge intolerable amounts of untreated
industrial, agricultural and domestic runoffs into its water bodies.
Even 25% of our municipal solid waste remains unprocessed.
For the world’s most populous country, every shortfall in waste
management has painfully multiplied social and economic costs.
River systems are dynamic and self-healing, but only if we let
them breathe.

Ald-de-camp

Long before Artificial Intelligence, diverse devices
have done our thinking for us
Jug Suraiya

In1637a Frenchman penned three words which would prompt
futuregenerations to proclaim him to be the Father of Modern
Western Philosophy.

The man was Rene Descartes and the three words were
Cogito, ergo sum: I think, therefore [ am. Had he been around
d today, would his historic proposition be pre-empted by a chat-
bot: Al lhlnk therefore ATam?

Al or Artificial Intelligence, is a genie that has emerged out of the bottle of
digital technology, and no one knows how to put it back, or even if we
should try to do so, because we don’t know if the genie is a boon or a bane for
humankind.

The unbottled genie of AThas got the world a Twitter, for fear that it will not
onlv think for us, but will out-think us and make millions unemployed. From
by chatbots, to writers of columns such

as this, who will be replaced by LLMs, Large Language Models,
m which can replicate spoken and written words in endless permuta-

tions and combinations.

But for all the hullabaloo raised about it, Al is the inevitable

_— outcome of a long process by which we have out-
I sourced our ability to think to various devices.

secondopmlon Perhaps the first of these was the abacus,
—————— which did the chore of addition and subtraction
for us by moving beads on a framework, and was the predigital forerunner
of the pocket calculator which did away with the need for us to do mental
calculations or to mug up multiplication tables.

Calculators, which were mini portable computers, gave way to smart-
phones which, apart from fulfilling their main function of taking selfies, are
the Khulja SIM SIM toa treasure trove of information, never mind if some of it
is misinformation or fake news, but which relieves us of the chore of learning
history, or geography, or acquiring any form of knowledge. Thinking? Let
Wikipediado it forus.

The cumulative result of this mental abdication is AL Descartes? Wasn't he
the dude whosaid, Al thinks, therefore I Aln't...?

-to New Delhi.

US pundits have several questions
about F-35 fighters. But more important
are geopolitical and strategic reasons to
have along think on Trump's offer.

Wars are not going to be
fought only with high-end
expensive trinkets. Missiles
& unmanned aerial vehicles
are revolutionising warfare.
India is doing reasonably
well in these sectors

There’s a persistent belief among
many Indians that US cannot be trusted
asan all-weather friend, given the histo-
rical baggage of India-US relations. But
that's not the point. No nation-state can
be blindly trusted in geopolitical power
plays. Atthebargainingtable, it'salways
each nation guarding its own interests,
and turf.

Take Russia, for instance, India’s
‘accepted’ bad-weather friend. The then
USSR promptly looked the other way in
1962 when the Chinese attacked India
because Moscow wanted Beijing on its
side during the Cuban missile crisis. It's
a different matter that Moscow came
around later as our ‘trusted’ friend with

stood us in good stead in the 1971 war.

Thereafter, it has been a depen-
dable ally for India’s armament
requirements, The only catch was
that, although reliable, Russian
products were technologically
inferior to Western ones. As a
quid pro quo, India retained its
neutrality, sidestepping repeated
attempts tomake uslean West. ‘ )

French govts have been extra- |4
rdinary merchants. With 1
independent stance
vis-a-vis Americans and
Nato, and no geopolitical
ambitions in our part of
the world, they sold their
wares to anyone who had
the money. However, New
Delhi has never received
any niche technology
from Paris-and they've
been selling us
defence

saints-even
as we bought
their milita-
ry hardware
in the 19508
and  1960s,
they teamed up
with the Americans
during the 1965 war

Delhi into arriving at an agreement
with Pakistan on Kashmir.

America was a ‘great friend’ with
economic aid in the early years
following Independence. However, it
twinned this with measures to
‘balance’ India by propping up
Pakistan with aid and armoury.
Islamabad was ‘used’ as long as it
suited Washington's geopolitical
need. It needed Pakistan as a
buffer against Moscow’s expan-
sion into Afghanistan -only
to be thrown out like the
proverbial fly in a teacup
on USSR's withdrawal.

After Pokhran 11, US
was the first country to
impose wide-ranging
sanctions on India.

Restrictions on some
select entities remain
inforcetothisday.
So, as op-ed

columns
reverentially note
Trump's offer
tosell F-35s,
Stryker
armoured
vehicles
etc, think,
first, not
of India's
interests, but America’s,
because that’s where

by delaying wheat imports in those food ~ USgovt’s coming from.

to‘supply chain issues’in the delivery of
GE-F404 aero engines for India's vital
Tejas programme — that caused Air
Chief’s outburst in Aerolndia - be as
innocent as it is made out to be? Further,
given that Americans take contractual
agreements seriously, even the nine-
month-and-counting wait for the supply
of Apache attack helicopters for the
army becomes suspect.

So, what should India do to safeguard
its interests? As always, New Delhi is on
its own even as the China-Pakistan nexus
strengthens. Yes, Beijing has operatio-
nalised its fifth generation fighter and
flown the next generation prototype. But
warsare not going to be foughtonly with
high-end, super-costly trinkets. Missiles
and unmanned aerial vehicles are
revolutionising warfare. India is doing
reasonably well in these sectors.

However, knowing HAL's state of
aircraft production, and the likely
development trajectory of Tejas Mk2
and Advanced Medium Combat Aircraft
(AMCA), some aircraft must be bought
totideover the immediate crisisof IAF's
squadron depletion.

Europe, firmly in Trump's cross-
hairs, offers India with options. No
country requires the numbers IAF
does-110ataminimum. Whileourfifth
generation AMCA is at least a decade
away, the interim purchase need not be
a small number of ultra-pricey F-35s,

like the 36 Rafales we bought. Such an
F-35 deal would mean getting too little
after spending too much on a machine
that would come with its cutting-edge
avionics and radar denied to us. It would
also, most likely, mean American end-user
restrictions of F-35 utilisation vis-a-vis
Russian radars deployed by India.

New Delhi has buyer’s clout. It should

flex that clout to purchase a 4.5 generation

urgently.
Ha\, ing donc that, GOI should push HAL
todeliver Tejas Mk2and AMCA.

the Indo-Soviet Friendship Treaty that

scarcity years, in a bid to coerce New

Why F-35? Might the delay attributed

Thewriter is a retired Air Vice Marshal

50-Over Cricket’s Midlife Crisis, With India Twist

Champions Trophy, an ODI tourney, will get real buzzy only with an Indo-Pak final.
Ind|an selectors, however, have batted for the past and interrupted the future

Avijit. com

Only an Indo-Pak final can be a bigger

When the last ICC Champions Trophy
took place in 2017, Gautam Gambhir
was yet to join, let alone walk out of
S~ active politics; Virat Kohli was
- making cover drives look easier than
drinking coffee, and Kedar Jadhav
was a key finisher in the lower middle order. Since
then, ICC has organised three T20 World Cups (2020,
2021, 2024), two with Corona around. Which means
that the attempt to manufacture hype notwith-
standing, the ODI championship isn't even close to
entréeonICC’'s menu.

The predicament isn't specific to Champions
phy. Over the decades, ODI has developed an identity
crisis; it neither enjoys Tests’ elite status, nor T20s"
new-money brash. In 16 months since the 2023 ODI
World Cup final, top cricket boards scheduled far
fewer ODIs than T20s. India played only 9 ODIs, the
lowest among Test playing nations, in these months. In
comparison, it played 26 T20Ts in 2024.

Despite the reduced value of ODIs and ICC’s
casual attitude towards Champions Trophy, the eight-
nation tournament, which began with primary host
and defending champion Pakistan battling New Zealand
on Wednesday, has its lures. With no associate nations
in the fray - India is grouped with Bangladesh, New
Zealand and Pakistan in Group A - there are no easy
games. Group B is even tighter: Australia, England,
§ Africaand the ever-improving Afghanistan.

Champions Trophy is the first major ICC tourna-
ment being hosted by Pakistan in nearly three decades.
Foracountry grappling with major political, economic
and security issues, much more isat stake than cricket.
Organising the tournament well would certainly
induce a sense of achievement to the beleaguered
nation, but also act as a testimonial of beinga normal,
functioning state.

India, though, is playing its matches in neutral
Dubai. The reason is political and well-known. None-
theless, the Sunday face-off between the two, promoted
on TV as a revenge game for India’s 2017 loss, will be a

blockbuster. Only Pushpa 2 can be better and bigger
than Pushpa 1.

Yesterday once more
Ideally Indi theC] Trophy
totest theski brigh-

test for the 2027 ODI World Cup. Bu( dlsplavlnglong -term
vision isn't easy in a country where the team is expected
to win every match in every tournament. Yashasvi
Jaiswal, the 22-year-old aggressive southpaw opener and
India’s standout batter on the dismal tour Down Under;
couldn’t make the 15. The
selectors, it seems, have
batted for the past and
interrupted the future,
Eight of those who play-
ed in the depressing 2023
ODI WC final against
Australia are likely to
turn up in India's
opening game against
Bangladesh on Thurs-
day You can add
Hardik Pandya to
that list. Rohit,
Shubman, Virat,
Shreyas, Rahul -it
is a Fab 5 line-up
on paper. But
appearam,es can
deceptive.
Rohn and Virat,
two  superstars
who BCCI often
allows to create the-
irownitineraries, are
way past their best - a
recent ton and a half-
ton aside. How India
performsisclosely lin-
ked to how they play.
If they fail to
rise to perform,

Rohit’s in-form partner (Shubman Gill) as well as the
middle order (Shreyas Iyer and KL Rahul) will come
under pressure. Rahul ly failed
in major knock-out matches in the past. Even in-
waiting Rishabh Pant’s batting record in key white-ball
games in 2019 ODI WC and 2024 T20 is underwhelming.
What makes India impressive is its lower middle
order: The versatile floater Axar Patel, the one and only
Hardik Pandya, and Ravindra Jadeja, who's on a roll
with the ball again, are the team’s batting insurance. Of
late, Axar has been India’s unheralded X-factor in white-
ball cricket. His 47 off 31 balls was key to India’s
triumph in the 2024 T20 WC final. Like Hardik,
whose fitness and form are heartening, Axar

e AV ) doesn’t have performance anxiety in high-

octane games, which cannot be said of
several regular middle-order batters.
But there are other worries. The
pace attack without Bumrah, to mis-
quote Gay Talese’s immortal lines,
is like “Ferrari without fuel”.
But at least the squad has two
promising newcomers, Arshdeep
Singh and Harshit Rana,
and Mohd Shami, the classy
pacer hoping to strik
form again. That apart, if
the think tank is bold
enough to try the new spin
Kul-Cha (Kuldeep Yadav and
Varun Chakravarthy), India
can have a more incisive bow-
ling line-up. Overall, teams
that relish pressure in key
moments and fight back when
cornered will be fancied.
Tailpiece: The 2025 IPL, which
beginsafortnightafter CT, will be pla-
yed for the next 65 days. The first IPL
was held over 45 days in 2008. Simply
put, 20 more days have been added to
its calendar. Any doubts which way
the world of cricket is heading?

Calvin & Hohbes

T\l\S SWN DIDNT L\KE
, 50 HE QUIT, AND

HERE'S ANOTHER
AD WITH
ATTATUDE

SEE.

HIS IF HE QUIT HIS JOB, I
NOW|[ WONDER HOW HE AFFORDS
THOSE EXPENSIVE ATHLETIC
SHOES WES ADNERTASING.

Sacredspace

Whydoyougo
away?So that you
cancome back.
Sothat you can
see the place you
came from with
andextra colours. And the
pumluhuw see you dij 'nll\ too.

( ummphmkIm\hcn’\uu started is
not the same as never leaving.

Terry Pratchett

External Circumstances Cannot Dictate Inner Peace

Ananda Tirtha Dasa

drains energy, cloudsj and

Theunr

iours of others

this higher Truth rewires thinking,

whose behaviour challenges patience

and principles, These individuals may
slander; belittle efforts, or bask in the
glow of pomp. These moments test not
only resolve but alsoa sense of purpose.

What do you think should be done in

I ndividuals often encounter persons

shifts life’s focus to something external
and temporary.

The Bhagwad Gita offersan alterna-
tive perspective rooted in faith and inner
transformation. Krishn speaks of the
power of conscious alignment with the
Divine, assuring that his grace can
overcome obstacles. The

uchsi It ingtoreact
emotionally, tofight back against every
insultori ustlce Yet mlﬂappmachnﬂen

isnot
external circumstances but
to n»dlrectenergw inward 3

intoa
vortex of negativity However, another
way requires adeeper understanding of
oneself and ashift in perspective.

When confronted with unreasonable
people, the first instinct is often to
confront or compete. This ‘fight mode’
seems likea natural respons focusing

vth, purpose,
and trust in the higher plan.

When viewed as a tool
for self-improvement
rather than a hindrance,
adversity transforms intoan opportunity
for growth. The unreasonable person,
however tricky, becomes like a weight at
thegym. Ll{tmg thdt weight

on their every word and action, crafting
T and oneself. But
suchapath, while momentarily
satisfying, can become an obsession. It

andfanh Fauh,
likeamuscle,

serveasaunique test, pushingone to
rely noton ‘the shifting sands of
circumstances’ but on a steady founda-
tion of spiritual connection.
Human nature often gravitates

toward negativity When wronged, it is

easy tofall into cycles of blame
and self-pity. These thoughts,

repeated over time, create
chemical responses in the
brain, forming habits that
canbe hard to break. This
addiction to playing the
victim, constantly replaying

THE SPEAKING TREE scenariosof being wronged,

perpetuates negativity.
Tobreak this cycle, the Gita teaches
the recognition of true identity as
eternal souls connected to the Supreme.
When anchored in this understanding,
thoughts shift. The same situation that

Without trials, faith remains untestvd

ked despair now becomes
manageable, even meaningful. Faith in

breaking the addiction to negativity.

Choosing faith and integrity over
conflict is not about passivity. It isan act
of quietstrength, adeclaration that
external circumstances will not dictate
inner peace. This path is not without
effort but leads to freedom rooted i in

support from
moresignificant.

Krishnassures inthe Gita: “To those
whoare constantly devoted and worship
Me with love, I give the understanding
by which they can come to Me." This
assurance invites focus notonsolving
every problem but on remaining stead-
fast in trust and efforts. When the need
tocontrol outcomes is relinquished, and
faith isaligned, a peace that surpasses
all challenges is found. Unreasonable
people may still exist, and obstacles will
arise, but they no longer hold sway over
theheartormind.

Thewriter isa trustee, ISKCON




US reciprocal tariffs
on India to have
limited impact: S&P
New Delhi: India will be less
impacted by the proposed US
reciprocal tariff as the country's
economy is mainly driven by
domestic demand, and has
substantial services exports,
which is not going to be targeted
by the Trump administration,
S&P Global Ratings said on
wednesday S&P Global Ratings,

IMES OF INDIA

GOLDMAN SACHS BUYS BSE’S SHARES FOR

Z401CR THROUGH OPEN MKT TRANSACTION

RBI net sold over
$15bn forex in Dec

Move Aimed At Checking Rupee Volatility

Times News NETWORK

s Vishrut
Rana, said the recnprucal tariff
will hurt countries like Vietnam,
South Korea, Taiwan more as
they have high trade surplus
with the US. acencies

crazy bosses

LEADERSHIP
RECOGNIZES YO!

BUDGETING
DOES NOT

Kothari plans $1bn
investmentin3 yrs

othari Industrial
Corporation (KICL) is expanding
its fertilizer and footwear

ies and setting up an
industrial park, which entails

a cumulative investment of
about $1 billion over the next
three years. mw

Hyundai India aims
to be export hub

New Delhi: Hyundai Motor India
is looking to position itself as a
manufacturing hub for exports
for emerging markets like Africa
and neighbouring nations, MD
Unsoo Kim said. It continues to
face challenges with shipments
to the Middle East. acencies

Probus raises $5mn
to expand tech

New Delhi: Deeptech startup
Probus Smart Things has raised
$5 million in a funding round led
by Unicorn India Ventures. It will
allocate the capital to expand
its communication technology
to smart grid and renewable
energy projects. Acencies

i: The Reserve Bank
of India’s (RBI) intervention
in the foreign exchange mar-
ket to stabilise the rupee re-
sulted in net sales of $15.2 bil-
lion in Dec 2024, latest data re-
leased by RBI on Wednesday
showed. This wasadrop of $5
billion from $20.2 billion in
Nov 2024 when the then Presi-
dmtelegl I)onald Trump sto-

ling in slgmﬁmnt gail
the USdollar:.

In Dec 2024, RBI sold $69
billion of forex and purcha-
sed $53.9 billion in the spot
market. The RBI's net out-
standing forward sales stood
at $67.9 billion at the end of
Dec, compared with net sales
of $589 billion in the prior
month, the data released in
the RBI Bulletin showed.

RBI intervenes in the spot
and forwards markets to
check excessive volatility or
very strong movement. In re-
cent momhs it has been step-
osell dollars,
ucking out li-
quidity A sharp deprecia-
tion, however, pushes up the
import bill and T1s price
pressure, especially for pro-

DIPPING INTO ITS KITTY

Foreign currency purchases (Sbn)
132
86 | 56
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ducts such as crude and edib-
le oil. RBI governor; who had
recently reiterated the cen-
tral bank's policy on ex-
change rate management,
had said that a 5% deprecia-
tion in the rupee resulted ina
3035 basis point inflation in
the domestic market.

While the intervention re-
sulted in the rupee apprecia-
ting against a basket of 40
currencies, in Jan, the trade
weighted real effective ex-
change rate, which measures
the real competitiveness of
the currency, was pegged at
104.82asagainst107.13, indic:
ting weakening. A weaker
currency isseen to begood for

exports. RBIgovernor Sanjay
Malhotra recently said that
RBIis sticking to its policy on
currency management.

Whiledatais yet to be rele-
ased, forex sales by the cen-
tral bank had continued in
Jan following record sales by
foreign institutional inves-
tors. Fllsrecordedsignificant
outflows in Jan 2025, amoun-
ting to Rs 87,375 crore. This fi-
gure represents one of the
highest monthly sell-offs in
recent years.

Forex reserves had deple-
ted by nearly $63 billion to
$638 billion as of Feb 7. down
from a peak of $701 billion in
Oct 2024.

High frequency indicators
point to eco recovery: RBI

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: The RBI's State of
the Economy report said
high-frequency  indicators
point to a sequential pick-up
in economic activity in se-
cond half (Oct-March) of
202425, with momentum ex-
pected to continue. However,
financial markets remain un-
certainduetoslowingpaceof
disinflation, potential tariff
impacts, and selling pressu-
res on emerging market eco-
nomiesfromforeign portfolio
investors, amid currency de-
preciation driven by a strong
USdollar:

‘The report highlights In-
dia’s economic recovery and
resilience amid global uncer-
tainties, including US trade
policy. “The US trade policy
uncertainty has spiked to le-

HANG IN THERE
> Purchasing Managers'

gers' Index shows improve-
ment in industrial activity,
while higher tractor sales
and fuel indica-

Index shows i
inindustrial activity, says
RBI's State of The

Economy Report .
> Higher tractor sales
and fuel consumption

signal to rising demand

> Increased air passenger
traffic and growth in FMCG
sales further support the
recovery, the report adds

vels last seen during the 2019
US-China trade war. Restric-
tive trade policies and frag-
mentation could lead to a

te rising demand. Increased
air passenger traffic and
growth in FMCG sales furt-
her support the recovery
RBI's enterprise surveys and
the performance of listed
non-govt ial com-

TIMES BUSINESS

DELHI

E-RECYCLING SECTOR PROJECTED TO REACH
NEARLY $200 MILLION BY 2032: REPORT

EV policy: Cos require
%2.5Kk cr sales in 2nd yr

Rules Will Be Notified Within Few Weeks,
Car Makers Will Have To Apply In 120 Days

At $18.5bn,
FDI declines
marginally
in April-Dec

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Direct overseas
investment into India dipped
marginally to $18.5 billion du-
ring April-Dec2024, compared
with §18.8 billion during the
first nine months of the pre-
vious fiscal year, as overseas
companies significantly step-
ped up repatriation from the
country.

Latest data released by the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
showed thatduring April-Dec,
repatriations or disinvest-
ment from India shot up by
$10.9 billion, or by a third, to
$44 billion. In contrast, gross

MONTHLY SWINGS
1~Gross FDI (Sbn)

July Aug  Dec

Source: R8I
foreign direct investment
flows were $10.7 billion or
20.5% to$62.5 billion.

Within this, equity in-
flows were pegged at $41.4 bil-
lion, 8.3% higher than April-
Dec 2023, with reinvested
earningsrising17.4% to $16.9
billion.

A part of the repatriation
could be on account of some
of the investors, including the
likes of Hyundai and inves-
tors in startups, selling their
stake in Indian companies at
the time of initial public of-
fers and posting hefty gains in
the process.

Govt has been focusing on
stepping up gross inflows into
the country, positioning India
as an attractive investment
destination at a time when
overseas investors are loo-
king at diversifying their ma-
nufacturing bases to reduce

panies, with accelerating sa-
les growth and improving
profit margins, reinforce the
positivetrend.

The report suggests India
will remain the fastest-gro-
wing major economy in 2025-
26, with lug,h -frequency mdl

long-termshift i
patterns rather than a short-
term disruption, pushing up
consumer and business
costs,” it said.

The Purchasing Mana-

cators ing
recovery inthesecond half of
2024-25. Retail inflation mode-
rated to a five-month low in
Jan 2025, mainly due to lower
vegetable prices.

China.

In Dec 2024, gross FDI in-
flows were estimated to have
soared 48°% to$6.8billion, data
released in the RBI Bulletin
showed.

Based on the current run
rate, analysts expect the
gross FDI inflows to be higher
than last year. India saw re-
cord inflows of nearly $85 bil-
lion in 2021-22 when there was
a rush of investment in star-
tups and telecom sector, led by
Reliance Jio.

iPhone parts
maker Murata
eyes India base

Chennai: Japanese iPhone
component maker Murata
Manufacturing has started
test production in India
and is exploring to shift cer-
tain part of its production
here to cater to the growing
demand in the countr;

“This will gain experience
infactory operations in India,
and prepare for future manu-
facturing activities in the
country,” the company said. It
aims to start full-scale oper-
ationin FY26.

Murata plans $6.6 million
investments for five-year
lease to test long-term de-
mand, areportsaid. mw

Credit growth hit by slower

deposit expansion

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: State Bank of In-
dia (SBI) chairman C S Setty
hasattributed the slowdown
in credit growth to slow de-
sit expansion, dismissing
y systemic lending aver-
sion. He sees little scope for
deposit rate cuts in Q4. no-
ting that a shallow rate-cut
cycle would bring only mar-
ginal reductions.

The banking sector; be-
nefiting from a strong |~
quality cycle, remai
bust. Se orecas(s"‘..GDP
growth in FY26, stressing

the need for 7-8% growth to
sustain economic momen-
tum. SBI, which holds 22%
of India’s deposits and 19%
of loans, serves as a key eco-
nomicbarometer.

LIQUIDITY
STAYS TI

Setty was speaking at Ko-
tak group’sflagship conferen-
ce Chasing Growth 2025. Ko-
tak Institutional Equities has
prepared a Strategy Report
containing speech excerpts.

According to the SBI cha-
irman, liquidity remains

SBI chief

tight, though RBI interven-
tions have eased the hquldny
deficit from around 3.5%. He
has pointed topers|

ments periodically draining
the system, making liquidity
management critical. Fiscal
measures, such as tax reba-
tes, may spur savings and in-
vestment, with consumption
expected to rise significantly,
headded

Although Dec data sho-
wed some stabilisation at
10%, credit growth hovers in
low double digits, with SBI
targeting14-16%.

Burmans’ open
offer for Religare

New Delhi: Burmans’' open
offer of Rs 2,116 crore for the
acquisition of additional 26%
stake in Religare Enterprises
hasreceived tepid response.

As per the data of open of-
fer, against 90,042,541 shares,
only 231,025 shares (0.1%)
were tendered.

The open offer closed on
Feb13and the date of payment
of consideration was Feb 17,
the data showed.

The tender price for open
offer was fixed at Rs 235
per share. Following the
open offer, the shareholding
of four entities would rise to
24%. AGENCIES

Sidhartha@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: As govt readies
tonotify therulesfor the new
EV policy in next few weeks,
allowing lower duty imports
by the likes of Tesla, it is all

ned,” saida source.

The application window
will be kept open for 120 da-
ys, allowing companies to
import up to 8,000 annually
units of high-end EVs (im-
port price of $35,000 or mo-

thefifthyear from the dateof
manufacturing.

If the deadline is followed,
approval letters could be issu-
ed by July-Aug and imports
canstart inafew months.

During their discussions

set to stipulate a
turno\er of Rs 2,500 crore ll‘A

PAST INVESTMENTS RULED OUT

year for pa
m applymg 10) benefits un-
derthe

Itis al:oexpectedtoallow
themtosetupassembly lines
within the current factory
set-up. However, past invest-
ments will not be considered
and companies will also not
be allowed to consider land
and building costs as part of
the mandated Rs 4,150 crore
(a little less than $500 mil-
lion) investments that need
to be made to avail of highly
subsidised import duty of
15% against the over 110% ef-
fective tariff currently.

The final guidelines,
which have been prepared
following extensive consul-
tation with the industry, will
notified as soon as they are
cleared by heavy industries
minister HD Kumaraswamy,
sources told TOL “The mini-
stry is hoping to notify them
in the next one or two weeks
andafter that the window for
applications will be ope-

» Cos need to show ¥ 5,000
crore turnover in the fourth
and 7,500 crore in fifth
year from date of
manufacturing under
EV policy

» They may be allowed
to set up assembly lines
within current factory set-up
» Past investments will not

be considered

s Companies will also not

¥ be allowed to consider
land and building costs
as part of mandated
4,150 crore investments
required to avail benefit
of subsidised import duty

of 15% against over 110%
effective tariff at present

re) at concessional duty in
return for investing in a ma-
nufacturingfacility thathas
to be operational within
three years, with at least
25% domestic value addi-
tion. Companies opting for
thisroute will be required to
achieve 50% domestic value
addition within five years of
ministry of heavy industry
issuingan approval letter.
In addition to other
norms, the regulations will
provide for minimum turno-
verof Rs2,500crorein the se-
cond year, Rs 5,000 crore in
the fourth and 7,500 crore in

with govt, auto majors, such
as Hyundai and Volkswagen
group, have indicated their
interest but whether they fi-
nally go ahead with the pro-
posed investments or rely on
imports will only be known
inthe comingmonths.

The govt has, however,
not heard from Tesla, which
was seen to be the main fo-
cusof thepolicy that wasan-
nounced last March, days
before general elections we-
re announced and weeks be-
fore Elon Musk was to come
toIndia,aplan which wasla-
tershelved.

ICAL Disciplinary
action against 241
CAs, anew record

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: The Institute
of Chartered Accountants
of India (ICAI) on Wednes-
daysaidarecord numberof
punishments had been gi-
ven by it so far during the
current financial year, with
disciplinary actions orde-
red against 241 CAs, inclu-
ding removal from mem-
bership for up to five years,
asagainst119last year.
ICAI' president
ranjot Singh Nanda
the institute will seek to
maintain highest ethical
standards and vowed to en-
surearobust and fast disci-

come Tax Bill.

“Audit work can be done
only by chartered accoun-
tants, the chartered acco-
untants in practice... we do
audit. Audit isaserious bu-
siness which can be done
only by peopledoingso,” he
said,addingthatthisexten-
ded to taxaudits.

He, however, said that
theissue will bediscussed in

Audit work can
be done only by
chartered

accountants, the
chartered

accountants in

plinary Asked
about steps against errant
firms, Nanda lobbed the
ball in the court of the mi-
nistry of corporate affairs,
saying that govt is yet tono-
tify the amended provi-
sions under the law.

Unlike the National Fi-
nancial Reporting Authori-
ty, which has been acting
against firms whose enga-
gement partners have been
ght indulging in irregu-
larities, ICAI can only act
against its members till govt
notifies the new provisions.

The new ICAl president
alsoasserted thataudit was
the forte of CAs, a state-
ment that was meant to co-
unter demand from compa-
ny secretaries and cost ac-
countants seeking accoun-
tant status for their
members under the new In-

p says
Charanjot Singh
Nanda, president
of ICAI

a committee comprising re-
presentatives from ICAI,
The Institute of Company
Secretaries of India (ICSI)
and the Institute of Cost Ac-
countants of India (ICMAID.
Nanda added that one of
the issues on hisagenda is to
make Indian firms bigger
and help the 4lakh CAs beco-
me global players. “India isa
factory of accountants... we
want Indian (CA) firms to be
global for which we will seek
govtsupport.” Hesaid the in-
stitute is setting up a com-
mittee on prioritising work-
life balance, while saying, it
was up to members to decide
how they want to pace lives.

Salary hikes
to be flat at
9.2%: Survey

Times News NeTwork

Bengaluru: Salary incre-
ments in India are expected to
remain flat at 9.2% this year
compared to a 9.3% increase
last year amidst global uncer-
tainty and softening growth,
according to Aon's Annual
Salary Increase and Turnover
Survey 2024-25 India.

The survey is based on da-
ta from more than 1,400 firms
across 45 industry sectol
The report showed a cons
tent decline in salary incre-
ments since 2022, when many
companies rolled out 10.6%
hikes during the Great Resig-
nation period as they attempt-
ed to retain staff amidst mass
exodus and skil

Wage increases
pated to differ among sectors,
with engineering design ser-
vices and automotive manu-
facturing leading at 10.2%
hikes. Global capability cen-
tres (GCCs) and engineering
manufacturing are expected
torollout9.7% hikes this year.
Above-average pay rises are
expected in non-banking fi-
nancial firms, retail, GCCs,
and life sciences. In contrast,
banking and technology con-
sulting services are forecast
tobemorerestrained, withex-
pected increases of 8.8% and
7.7%, respectively.

The survey said three in
five firms expected to give
equal to or more than a 9% in-
crease this year.

The latest projection sug-
gests that businesses are ad-
justing compensation strate-
gies in response to evolving
market conditions.

Narendra Modi, prime Minister
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Madhya Pradesh
Logistics Policy 2025

Boosting Investment & Job Creation

'_ Aims to reduce logistics cost as per global benchmarks by 2
and establish data driven ecosystem

Dr. Mohan Yadav, chief Minster

Up to 30% investment support for Gati Shakti Cargo Terminal,
Container Freight Station, Air Freight Station and Air Cargo Complex

up

0% financial support for Logistics Park

Financial support up to 50% for Green Certification and External
Infrastructure nevelnpment_]
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HITMAN HITS BACK AT ALL

Gaurav.Gupta@timesofindia.com

Dubai: He arrived 40 minutes late and
coughed incessantly. However, once he
spoke, Indian captain Rohit Sharma didn’t
take time to hit back at suggestions that
picking as many as five spinners for their
Champions Trophy squad for their cam-
paign on what is likely to be a flat wicket
at the Dubai International Cricket Stadium
could be a luxury.

lalking to the media on the eve of his
team’s tournament opener against Bangla-
desh on Thursday, Rohit asserted that three
of the five spinners in India’s arsenal were
all-rounder d his team was playing to its
strength, which was spin,

“There are two spinners, the other
three are allrounders. I am not looking at
them as five spinners. Those three guys
can bat and bowl. The other teams have
fast bowlers and all-rounders. They say that
they have six fast bowlers, which is good. But
we work on our strength and try to run the
team on that. Those three guys, Jadeja, Axar,
Washi, give us a different dimension to the
game, to our combination and our squad.
And they add a lot to this team and give us
a lot of depth. That is why we wanted to
try and get the players who can have two skills
rather than one skill,” Rohit said on Wednesday.

Mystery spinner Varun Chakaravarthy
and Chinaman bowler Kuldeep Yadav are
the two specialist spinners, while Ravindra
Jadeja, Axar Patel and Washington Sundar
are genuine allrounders.

“Gill a very classy player’
Naturally, Rohit was pleased as punch with

WITH GILL, WE KNOW THE
“ NUMBERS ARE CRAZY. HE'S
BEEN SUPERB FOR US IN THE
LAST THREE, FOUR YEARS, AND
OBVIOUSLY, THERE IS A REASON
THAT HE'S BEEN ELEVATED TO BE
THE VICE-CAPTAIN OF THE TEAM AS
WELL. HOPEFULLY, HE HAS A GREAT
TOURNAMENT.”

—ROHIT SHARMA | on siusman aiet

the sublime form of his deputy, Shubman
Gill, considering how he struggled a bit in
Australia in the Bnrder(m kar Trophy.
Having cracked scores of 87, 60 & 112 a(.amst
England in the recently held ODI
at home. Showering pra!w on the 25-year-
old opener, Rohit said, “Look, Gill is a very
classy player. There was never a doubt about
his ability in this squad. We tend to mix for-
mats. That's not the right way to judge any
player. Certain players have their strength in

certain formats. And if one format doesn't
go well, it doesn’t mean that the other format
will also go the same way.

Citing Gill's ODI record—he has s
2587 runs in 50 matches@60.16, with
hundreds and 15 fifties—Rohit said,
Gill, we know the numbers are
‘been superb for us in the last three, four years.
And obviously, there is a reason that he’s been
elevated to be the vice-captain of the team as
well. Hopefully, he has a great tournament.
That will eventually help us achieve the
things that we are looking to achieve.”

On the importance of the Champions Tro-
phy, which is taking place after eight years,
Rohit said: “Every title, or ICC trophy that
you pla; so important. And not just this
(‘hnmpluns Trophy, but the previous World
Cups that we played were all important for
us. And it's no different here.”

‘Can’t keep thinking about dew factor'
The Indian captain didn't seem too fussed

PLANNING SYME India skipper

Rohit Sharma (R) has a word

with Ravindra Jadeja (L) as

coach Gautam Gambhir looks on
7P

about the usually dreaded ‘dew factor’ which
can hurt teams while defending at night, as
he felt that it in any case tough to predict
whether dew would be there during the
match or not. “Dew is an unknown factor to
all of us. And it is unpredictable. When we
played in Nagpur the previous day before the
game there was so much dew, but during the
game there was no dew. You can’t think too
much about that and prepare,” Rohit said.

Praise for Pakistan net bowlers
Meanwhile, Rohit praised two young net
bowlers who hail from Pakistan—left-arm

pacers Wasim Akram (named after Pakistan
great Wasim Akram by his father) and Owais
Ahmed, whom the Indian batters faced in the
last few days. “Both were good bowlers. I got
a lot of feedback from our batters that they
were good. And we had a little bit of time to
chat with them as well. They live here. Other
than that, I don't know much. They were both
quality bowlers,” Rohit complimented.

GILL REPLACES BABAR

AS NO. 1 ODI BATTER

Dubai: India vice-captain Shubman Gill on
Wednesday replaces Babar Azam of Pakistan
from the No. 1 spot in the ICC ODI Rankings for

Shubman Gill

47 | 2538 | 208 | 63.45

GILL vs BABAR IN ODIs SINCE 2022

HAVE ALWAYS LIKED CT
AS A TOURNAMENT: KOHLI

KOHLI IN
CHAMPIONS
TROPHY
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batters on the back of his strong show

against England in the recent series.
Gill, who scored two fifties and a
century against England, jumped one
place to the No. 1 spot. He now has 796
rating points compared to Babar's 773.
India skipper Rohit Sharma is placed
at the third spot with 761 points followed by
South Africa’s Henrich Klaasen and New

points. p1i

Zealand's Daryl Mitchell at fourth and fifth
respectively.

Sri Lanka's Maheesh Tt
meanwhile, has taken the first position in
the ODI rankings for bowlers as he

replaced Afghanistan captain Rashid
Khan. The Sri Lankan spinner has 680 rating

otore Wednesdays malch Stats: Eesh Kimar

tournament. It
represents consistency
as you have to be in

Dubai: Virat Kohli has always
liked the format of Champions
Trophy as it demands the eight

participating teams to be at the top 8 of the
their best from the get go. rankings (to qualify). The

The C Trophy is level of competition is always
taking place for the first time good,” Kohli told Star Sports.
since 2017, Kohli, who has played three

editions of the 50-over event in
2009, 2013 (when India won)
and 2017, likened the

“The tournament is
happening after a long time, |
have always liked this
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tournament to the fast-

paced T20 World Cup.

“In ODI format, it
creates the pressure of a

T20 World Cup. There also
you have three or four games in
the league stage. If you don't
start well, you are under
pressure. The pressure is from
the first game itself and that is
why | like it,” said Kohli. e11

Power-packed effort
sees NZ trample Pak

ae

Karachi: Will Young and
Tom Latham struck fine
hundreds as New Zealand
maintained their recent dom-
inance over hosts Pakistan
with an emphatic 60-run win
in the Champio Trophy
opener on Wednesday.

Young compiled an im-
portant innings of 107 off
113 balls, while Latham re-
mained unbeaten on 118 off
104 balls to steer the Black
Caps to 320 for five after Paki-
stan put them in to bat.

Glenn Phillips’ 39-ball 61
also went a long way in the
Kiwis getting past the 300-
run mark as New Zealand
overcame a shaky start.

The Pakistan top-order
comprising Babar Azam (64
off 90), Mohammed Rizwan
(3 off 14) and Saud Shakeel (6
off 19) were a tad too conserv-
ative in their approach. That
ultimately cost the home
team as they were bowled out
for 260 in 47.2 overs.

Fakhar Zaman (24 off 41)
batted at number four after
being off the field for a major
part of the New Zealand in-
nings due to an injury scare.

It was New Zealand's third
win over Pakistan in less than
two weeks, the Kiwis having
beaten the Rizwan-ed side
twice in the prec g tri-s
ries. The sole positive for de-
fending champions Pakistan
ahead of their clash against
India was the performance of
the lower-order with Khush-
dil Shah smashing 69 off
49 balls. Salman Agha also
showed plenty of intent in
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SCOREBOARD

NEW ZEALAND: Will Young ¢ sub
(Ashraf) b Naseem 107, Devon
Conway b Ahmed 10, Kane
Williamson ¢ Rizwan b Naseem
1, Daryl Mitchell ¢ Afridi b Rauf
10, Tom Latham not out 118,
Glenn Phillips ¢ Zaman b Rauf
61, Michael Bracewell not out 0
Extras: (LB-4, W-9) 13; Total:
(For five wickets in 50 overs)
320; Fall of Wickets: 1-39, 2-40,
3-73,4-191, 5-316; Bowling:
Shaheen Shah Afridi 10-0- 68 0,
Naseem Shah 10-0-63-2, Abrar
Ahmed 10-0-47-1, Haris Rauf 10-
0-83-2, Khushdil Shah 7-0-40-0,
Salman Agha 3-0-15-0.

PAKISTAN: Saud Shakeel ¢
Henry b O'Rourke 6, Babar Azam
¢ Williamson b Santner 64,

Will Young (R) and Tom
Latham became the
first New Zealand

batters, and fifth overall, to

score hundreds in the same
innings in the Champions

Trophy. The first four

instances are: India vs

England in Colombo on Sept

22,2002; West Indies vs

England in Ahmedabad on

Oct 28, 2006; Australia vs

England in Centurion on Oct

2, 2009 and Bangladesh vs

New Zealand in Cardiff on

June9,2017.  —rajesh Kumar

his 42 off 28 balls but that ur-
gency was missing in the ap-
proach of the top-order:

New Zealand pacers as
well as spinners bowled with
accuracy, not allowing the op-
position batters to get away.
The efforts of William O'Ro-
urke (3/47) and Mitchell Sant-
er (3/66) stood out. emt

Mohammad Rizwan c Phillips b
O'Rourke 3, Fakhar Zaman b
Bracewell 24, Salman Agha ¢
Bracewell b Smith 42, Tayyab
Tahir ¢ Williamson b Santner 1,
Khushdil Shah c Bracewell b
O'Rourke 69, Shaheen Shah
Afridi ¢ Latham b Henry 14,
Naseem Shah b Henry 13, Haris
Rauf ¢ Mitchell b Santner 19,
Abrar Ahmed not out 0

Extras: (LB1, W4) 5; Total: (all
out in 47.2 overs) 260; Fall of
wickets: 1-8, 2-22, 3-69, 4-127,
5-128, 6-153, 7-200, 8-229, 9-260;
Bowling: Matt Henry 7.2-1-25-2,
Will O'Rourke 9-0-47-3, Michael
Bracewell 10-1-38-1, Glenn
Phillips 9-0-63-0, Mitchell
Santner 10-0-66-3, Nathan Smith
2-0-20-1

Result: NZ won by 60 runs

GALLERY

Former Mumbai
captain Rege
passes away

Dubai: The Mumbali cricket
fraternity went into mourn-
ing on Wednesday as news
of former Mumbai captain,
noted administrator, and
one of the closest friends of
cricket legend Sunil Ga-
vaskar, Milind Rege passed
away in Mumbai after
suffering a cardiac arrest
and renal failure. He was
76. He is survived by wife
Raj and two sons.

Djokovic loses to
Berrettiniin Doha: Novak
Djokovic was upset by
Matteo Berrettini 7-6 (4),
6-2 on Tuesday at the Qatar
Open in the Serb’s first
match since exiting the
Australian Open with a
hamstring injury. The
37-year-old Djokovic,
ranked No. 7, lost to the
Italian for the first time in
five career matches.

LURE OF THE PRO RING

There is a growing trend of elite Indian boxers making a transition from
amateur to professional circuit. TOI looks at the reasons behind this

pis: Getty imoges. 101

Sabi.Hussain
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: A story which
first unfolded three decades
ago, is getting written again
in Indian be

The year
exodus of several d
guished boxers - Dharmender
Yadav, V Devarajan, Rajkumar
Sangwan and Gurcharan Sin-
gh—from the nation’s amateur
boxing circuit to the profes-
sional ring.

Fast forward to 2025, and
India’s medal winners in
Asian Games, World Champi-
onships and CWG, boxers Ni-
shant Dev and Amit Panghal,
have followed in the footsteps
of their predecessors to join
the cash-rich world of profes-
sional boxing.

Nishant has signed with
Eddie Hearn and Matchroom
Boxing and will be making his
pre nfs‘ssmml debut at “The Cos-

Gopi, Ashwini return to
New Delhi Marathon:
Defending men's and
women’s champions Gopi
Thonakal and Ashwini
Madan Jadhav will headline
in the 10th edition of Apollo
Tyres New Delhi Marathon
scheduled to take place on
Feb 23. Runners will com-
pete across four categories
- full marathon, half-mara-
thon, 10k and 5k.

Hyderabad FC hold
Mumbai to draw: Hosts
Hyderabad FC's backline,
led by Arshdeep

n Las Vegas soon.
Panghal ha> teamed up with
US-based

amateur circuit. The money
that comes in the professional
world was tempting. He wants
to become India’s first-ever
world professional boxing

company tical Sports and
Entertainment. He hasn’t
been allocated a fight yet.

They aren't the only ones
who have quit the amateur cir-
cuit. TOT has learnt that some
‘women boxers, including Pooja
Rani, Simranjit Kaur, Manju
Rani and Nitu Ghanghas, have
been contemplating transition
to either pro boxing or Mixed
Martial Arts (MMA).

Wrestler Ritu Phogat - a
three-time national champion
and a gold muhlliﬂ atthe 2016
C

Singh, stood firm and
forced a wasteful Mumbai
City FC to settle for a
goalless draw in an ISL
clash at the GMC Balayogi
Stadium. acencies

CRICKET: Champions
Trophy, Bangladesh vs
India, 2.30 pm (Star); Ranji
Trophy Semifinals, Gujarat
vs Kerala, Vidarbha vs
Mumbai, 9.30 am (JioHot-
star); FOOTBALL: ISL,
Mohammedan vs Jamshed-
pur, 7.30 pm (Star); Europa
League Playoffs, 11.15 pm &
130 am Friday (Sony);
TENNIS: Doha Open, 5 pm
(Eurosport)

ACTION TODAY

Ith wrestling
made a successful transition
to MMA's ‘ONE Champion-
startling the sport-
-aternity with her abrupt
retirement before the Tokyo
Olympic Games 2020.

Many would not be sur-
prised by Panghal’s decision
to turn pro given his advanc-
ing age - he will be 30 in Oct
this year. But Nishant’s deci-
sion to quit amateur circuit at
the age of 24 came as a big
surprise to many ardent fol-
lowers of amateur boxing. The
pugilist from Haryana's Kar-
nal district had emerged as
one of India’s most promising
boxers in the light middle-
weight (71kg) category.

His father Pawan Dev ex-
plained his son’s decision: “He
didn’t see his future in the

champion.”

Reasons behind turning pro

Each boxer has own rea-

gL &

| feel | am stuck in India. There

are no compeﬁtms, 1o camps
and no quality training. | lost much of
my last two years dealing with

, federation politics.  —Amit Panghal

i

¥ T T T —

(BFI) internal politics, insuf-
ficient support from the fed-
eration, constant chopping
and changing of foreign and
Indian coaches, unconven-
tional coaching methodology
of foreign experts, no precise
training and competition
blueprint ahead of important

events such as Olympics and
Asian Games, dearth of qual-
ity sparring partners at the
national camps and insistence
on training in foreign loca-
tions which leads to dietary
and acclimatisation con-
straints, have impacted their
decisions.

sons age, the un-
certainty over boxing’s future
at the Olympic Games, limited
opportunities in the national
set-up, financial security and
greater fame in the pro world
Additionally, for some. the
Boxing Federation of India's

‘YOU EARN GOOD MONEY’

Until you become part of the national boxing set-up,

no one is concerned about you. Boxers toil arduously
to win that elusive Olympics or Asian Games medal in their
entire career. If you succeed you recelve cash awards. If you
don't, you end up n the
realm, you can earn anywhere between Rs 50 lakh to Rs 1
crore per fight. Everyone aspires to emulate Neeraj Goyat
(one of the most successful and affluent Indian boxers in the
pro circuit).

-V

MEDALLIST WHO
TURNED PRO IN APRIL 1996

1994 WORLI

| appreciate Nishant, Amit or, for that matter, any
other Indian boxers' decision to switch to pro boxing.
You earn good money; there's no age limit and you can fight
against some of the world’s top boxers. Amateur wah\g has
its shelf life. Beyond a point, you can’t explore much.
~Vijender Singh, 2005 0LYMPIC BRONZE MEDALLIST
WHO TURNED PRO IN JUNE 2015

Indian boxers have been making the right choice to

turn pro. The fault lies with the BFI for not doing
enough for our pugilists. First, there is constant change in
the coaching department. You have to learn new
technigues whenever a foreign expert comes. It affects
your training and mindset. Also, the selection policies
where a boxer has to go through evaluation tests before

PRO RECORD OF
INDIANS (win-L0S5-DRAW)
Dharmender
Yadav i
V Devarajan 21
Rajkumar
Sangwan e
Gurcharan
Singh At
Neeraj Goyat 19-4-2
Vijender
Singh 31
Vikas Krishan 30
Mandeep
Jangra e
Nishant Dev | Yet to fight
Amit
Panghal Yetto fight

every This is not good.
—Vikas Krishan, 2010 AsiaN GaMES aND
2018 CWG GOLD MEDALLIST WHO TURNED PRO IN JAN 2019

Vidarbha on top vs Mumbai

Hosts Extend Lead
To 260 After Bowling
Out Defending
Champs For 270

Sandeep.Dabhekar
@timesofindia.com

Nagpur: A 10-over segment
in the second session at Jam-
tha Stadium yielded just 16
runs at the cost of three key
Vidarbha wickets, including
Karun Nair and Dhruv
Shorey. After conceding a
13-run lead earlier on Day 3,
Mumbai seemed poised for a

| RANJI SEMIS |

comeback, reminiscent of
theirperformances this Ran-
JjiTrophy season.

Vidarbha found them-
selves strugglingat 56fordin
21 overs, as Mumbai spin-
ners Shams Mulani and Ta:
nush  Kotian  extracted
enough turn from the pitch
to keep the batters under
pressure. However, Yash
Rathod and Akshay Wadkar,
playing a resilient brand of
cricket, steadied the innings.

Skipper Wadkar faced 102

balls for his unbeaten 31,
while Rathod scored his sec-
ond fifty of the match with
an unbeaten 59 off 101 balls.
The duo’s partnership
helped Vidarbha reach 147
for4 in 53 overs by the end of
Day 3, thereby extending
their overall lead to 260 runs
inthe semifinal clash.

Mumbai's problems
could have been even more if
not for opener Akash
Anand’s gritty knock of 106

(256 balls; 11 fours). M\.md
along with Kotian (33 off 7:
balls; 4 fours, 1six), added 69
runs for the 8th wicket. A
dropped catch by Vidarbha
wicketkeeper Wadkar, when
Kotian was on just six,
proved costly.

After achieving his sec-

ond first-class century,
Anand was dismissed while
attempting quick runs be-
coming the ninth wicket to
fallas Mumbai finished their
first innings at 270.
Brief scores: Vidarbha: 383all
out &147/4in53 overs (Y Rathod
59 batting, Akshay Wadkar 31

batting; Shams Mulani 2-50)
lead Mumbai (overnight 188/7):
270 all out in 92 overs (A Anand
106, S Thakur 37; P Rekhade 4-55,
HDubey 2-68) by 260 runs.

Panchal ton
leads Gujarat's
strong reply

Ahmedabad: Gujarat
captain Chintan Gaja’s
prediction came true on
Day 3 of the Ranji Trophy
semifinal against Kerala,
thanks toacommanding
knock from experienced
opener Priyank Panchal
(117 n.0. off 200b; 13x4, 1x6),
reports Arnab My
Ahead of the day's play,
Gaja had backed Panchal
and the other opener Aarya
Desai (73 off 118 balls; 11x4,
1x6) to deliver a strong start
~and the duo did just that at
the Narendra Modi Stadium
onWednesday.
Afterstrugglingto
containKerala's battersin
thefirsttwo days, Gujarat
turned things around and
bowled out Kerala for 457.
Brief scores: Gujarat222
for1(P Panchal117n.o., A
Desai73, Basil 1-40) vs
Kerala457 (M Azharuddeen
177n.0.,SBaby 69; A
Nagwaswalla3-81).

Lanning, Sutherland hand DC
7-wicket win over UP Warriorz

Vadodara: Skipper Meg
Lanning struck 69 off 49
balls as Delhi Capitals pro-
duced asolid battingeffort to
beat UP Warriorz by seven
wickets and register their
second win in the Women'’s
Premier League here on
Wednesday.

Sent into bat, UP War-
rmu rode on opener Kiran
rgire’s quickfire half-cen-
tury to post 166 for 7.

But the total was not
enough as besides Lanning,
Annabel Sutherland playeda
crucial 35-ball 41 and was
ably supported by Mari-
zanne Kapp (19 n.o. off 17b)
and opener Shafali Verma

1ANS

UPEII SHOW: DC's Meg Lanning plays a shot during her 63-run knock

Sharma in the seventh over.
Jemimah Rodri 1gun~ too
r't-

(26 off 16b). Delhi comp)
the chase withaball tospare.
DC were off to a brisk
start with Shafali and Lan-
ning sharing 65 runs in just
41ballsfor the openingstand.
Shafali was going great
guns before she was caught
by Chinelle Henry off Deepti

didn’tlast]
ed in the next over w uhou(
opening her account, trying
to paddle sweep Sophie Ec-
cestone but only managing
to get a top edge and Rajesh-
wariGayakwad did the rest.
Sutherland and Kapp
then shared 48 runs for the

fourth wicket to take DC
home. acencies

Brief scores: UP Warriorz
166/7 in 20 overs (Kiran Navgire
51,Shweta Sehrawat 37, Chinelle
Henry 33 n.o.; Annabel Suther-
land 2-26, Minnu Mani 1-16) lost
to Delhi Capitals 167/3 in 19.5
overs (Meg Lanning 69, Annabel
Sutherland 41 n.o.; Grace Harris
1/11) by 7 wickets.
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TIME TO MAKE UP FOR PAST

India Start Overwhelming Favourites But Bangladesh Can
Be Potential Banana-Skin Rivals

HEARTBREAKS

THE TIMES OF INDIA

IN.DUBAI

Gaurav.Gupta @timesofindia.com

bai: The outfield at the state-
of-the-art Dubai International
Cricket Stadium looked lush
green, while the ‘Ring of Fire

the LED lights — looked set
to shine in full glow. The ICC
volunteers went through the
usual drill of displaying the
national flags of India and
Bangladesh, the workers were
busy giving finishing touches
to the painted ads on the
ground, while the groundsmen
gave the pitch one final roll.

After enjoying complete
reston Tuesday, India chose to
train at the stadium on
Wednesday evening at a venue
which has by now become fa-
miliar to them. Bangladesh
practised at the ICC Academy.

The Dubai leg of the 2025
Champions Trophy is set to
kick off on Thursday when
India, the tournament favour-
ites despite the absence of
talismanic pacer Jasprit
Bumrah, take on an unpre-
dictable, tricky Bangladesh in
a Group A match,

Next up for India are Paki-
stan on Feb 23 and then New
Zealand on March 1—both in-
form opponents. Clearly, this
is a far bigger challenge for
Rohit Sharma & Co than fac-
ing a dour England in a mean-
ingless series at home.

Buy your New AC
ata Fixed EMI of

3 2025/

However, having just
thrashed England 3-0 in the
ODl series, India would be high
on confidence going into this
mini-global event purely be-
cause the format suits them.
Unlike the Tests, where they
seemed to have lost the edge
even on the deadly turners

#IndiaKaOnida

back home, and the T20Is,
where things can be dicey. One-
Day cricket is a format where
India have lifted their game.
Remember their brilliant
run in the World Cup at
home, where India steamroll-
ed all opposition, winning 10
out of 11 matches before a

TEAM BONDING: Indian players and
" support staff share a lighter moment
during nets in Dubai on Wednesday

Travis Head century in
Ahmedabad in the final
robbed them of the title.
Almost 16 months later. In-
dia would be slightly worried
over the inconsistent, rather
patchy form of their two old
warhorses—captain Rohit
Sharma and superstar Virat
Kohli. Another poor outing in
the desert would raise more
questions over their future.
However, India would also be
pleased with the form of their
vice-captain and opener Shub-
man Gill, the new No. 1 batter
in ODIs, who was player-of-
the-series against England
with a century and two fifties

Shreyas lyer and KL Rahul
are set to bat in the middle-
order despite recent lack of
clarity over their roles. There
was a lot of hue and cry over
Rahul being preferred to
Rishabh Pant for the keeping
slot, but the team manage
ment wants Rahul because of
his proven record as a reliable
and versatile batter who can
bat in different gears.

In the bowling department,
India are certain to prefer left-
arm pacer Arshdeep Singh
who has enjoyed tremendous
success in the T201Is (99 wickets
in 63 matches, while has he has
14 scalps in nine ODIs), over

Gaurav.Gupta
i india.com

OPINION POLL
In your view, who should phy
as India's wicketkeeper in

the Champions Trophy game
against Bangladesh?

1. KL Rahul
2. Rishabh
Pant

To give your s Faf?
answer, scan g
this QR code

Harshit Rana who impressed
inhis debut ODI series against
England (six wickets in three
matches) during which he gen-
erated good pace and bounce.

With Ravindra Jadeja and
Axar Patel set to start in the
XI, it would be interesting to
see whom India would pick as
their third spinner — Kuldeep
Yadav or Varun Chakravarthy.
Kuldeep offers accura -
ation and experience, while
Varun brings ‘mystery’.

Despite Bangladesh’s lop-
sided record against India —
they have lost 32 out of 41
0ODIs - Bangladesh captain
Najmul Hossain Shanto was
on Wednesday bullish about
his team’s chances. Bangla-
desh lost to Pakistan Shaheens
in a warm-up match here, but
the skipper refused to read
much into it. Clearly, the Bang-
ladesh skipper is basing his
confidence on his team’s new-
found, young pace battery,
headlined by the talented
young quick Nahid Rana, who
s backed up by the experi-
enced Mustafizur Rahman
and Taskin Ahmed and a slew
of useful allrounders.

Dubai: Spin is Bangladesh’s
most bankable factor across
formats. It therefore came as
a surprise when captain Na-
jmul Hossain Shanto spoke
about pace being a big
strength of hi de as they
take on India here today.

Much of Shanto’s confi-
dence comes from the pres-
ence of young
tearaway
fast bowler
Nahid
Rana . Un-
like most
Bangla-
desh pacers,
who have re-
lied on cutters,
Rana, just 22, can rattle the
batters by generating speed in
excess of 150kph, and bowling
consistently at 145kph.

At the pre-match presser
on Wednesday, when Shanto
was asked how much fun it
was to have someone like
Rana in the team, the skip-
per said: “Very happy. In the
last few matches, he has
bowled well and fast. It helps
our whole bowling unit. It's
helped us to challenge our
opponents. But he needs to
befit and eontinue his form.

ONIDA

Easy EMI options:

10 by 0 Scheme

Shanto hopes to rattle
India with pace attack

We have got two or three oth-
er: well. We have a good
bowling unit.”

Shanto credited the Bang-
ladesh Cricket Board’s deci-
sion to play domestic cricket
with the Dukes ball, and the
right coaching, as the big
reason behind this turna-
round.

“I think the important
thing is the change in pitches
and ball in First Class cricket.
We play with the Dukes ball,
so the fast bowlers want to
bowl a lot of overs. There are
alotof local coaches and over-
seas coaches who have helped
our pacers,” Shanto said.

Rana has done well in his
nascent career, having taken
20 wickets in six Tests and
four scalps in three ODIs for
Bangladesh. Rana has
bowled in just one match vs
India, the opening Test in
Chennai in Sept last year and
went for 1-82 & 1-21 as India
scored a 280-run win. How-
ever, this sample size 't
enough to judge what he
could do on Thursday.

“Recently, he played one
Test against India), so he has
that experience, but he must
deliver on Thursday. He is not
someone who thinks about
his opponents a lot. He just
thinks about how he is exe-
cuting his plan,” Shanto said.

Rana, who grew up play-
ing taped tennis ball cricket
in Rajshahi, has travelled in
quick time to become Bang-
ladesh’s quickest-ever pacer.
Having established himself
in the Tigers squad, Rana is
now ready for his first taste
of an ICC global event.

=
e

Genius

SMART APP

joHos .
fc

TUSCREDITY

INDIA’S FIRS
TROPICAL HEAVY DUTY AC

Beat the extreme heat with Onida Tropical Heavy-Duty ACs. These ACs are built to cool even at a scorching 55°C!
Power-packed cooling for India's toughest climates, from dry to humid regions.

,. P> Google Play l

[ ‘ Ab;; Store ]

*T&C Apply. Images shown are for representative purposes only, and the actual product may vary. The above offer is valid per unit only and on select models. Features
mentioned are availabie in specific models only and are subject to change without prior notice. This is a limited-period offerand the product is available without this offer
as well. Finance scheme is available on selected towns and model only. Bajaj Finance Limited offers 80 EMI, with a fixed EMI of 23334 and 2525 fixed EMI on select
models. *TVS Finance provides 8/0, 9/0, and 10/0 EMI schemes, with a fixed EMI of **22025. IDFC Bank offers 10/2 and 12/4 EMI schemes, while *HDB Finance extends

Follow us on:
o @
998

www.onida.com

12/4 and 10/0 EMI schemes exclusively. This offer is valid till 31st March 2025 ##Offer valid for a limited period, subject to availability and applicable terms. E.&.0.E.

ONIDA

OWNER'S PRIDE

customer.care@onida.com

Scan to Connect on Customer Service:
7490955555 ‘ ‘
Email ID: A )
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electrenics_

MIRC ELECTRONICS LTD. FOR ENQUIRY PLEASE CALL FOR DEALERSHIP ENQUIRY - DELHI & NCR - SHIVAM CHAUDHARY - 8285483396, SOUTH DELHI - R.K. PURAM / MALVIYA NAGAR / DWARKA - M/S RAJ ELECTRONICS - 8448559679, R.K. PURAM
1 YUSUF SARAI - M/S RPG ELECTRODE - 9873787972, WEST DELHI - JANAK PURI - M/S ROYAL TRADERS - 9871490555, EAST DELHI - M/S GOURAV ENTERPRISES - 8130424192, SOUTH DELHI - R.K. PURAM /| MALVIYA NAGAR / DWARKA - M/S RAJ
ELECTRONICS - 8448559679, R.K. PURAM / YUSUF SARAI - M/S RPG ELECTRODE - 9873787972, WEST DELHI - JANAK PURI - M/S ROYAL TRADERS - 9871490555, FARIDABAD & PALWAL - M/S CHUGH ELECTRONICS - 9017201918, FOR DISTRIBUTOR &

DEALERSHIP ENQUIRY -

/ NOIDA - SHIVAM Ct Y

. ASHOKAELEC'

. AIRCON PARADISE

V:S. TRADER

LONI-FAIZ TRADIN 2061, NOIDA - GURU KIRPA ENTERPRISES

- 9871426895, ALDA HOME CARE - 9971841909, GREATER NOIDA - SHRI BALAJI HOME APPLIANCES - 9540009483, DEEP POWER SYSTEM - 9891075899,
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Bayern escape

scot-

free

Davies repays club’s faith in him with
a stoppage-time goal to see off Celtic

Munich: Bayern were defend-
inga 21 lead over Celtic in their
play-off tie from last week's
first leg but the Bundesliga
leaders were unable to put the
tie to bed, with Harry Kane hit-
ting the bar before half-time.
Instead it was Celtic who
went ahead on the night on 63
minutes thanks to former Bay-
ern player Nicolas Kuehn. That
meant the tie was heading for
extra time, but Bayern ulti-
mately would not need to go
that far as they scored in the
fourth minute of injury time.
A kiss and a gesture to the
badge. Alphonso Davies finally
showed Bayern Munich some
love. The Canada wing back
bundled the ball over the line
and Bayern progressed 3-2 on
aggregate. “It was instinct,”
Davies said of his goal, just his
second in CL. “I'm happy to get
another on
The 24-year-old Davies,
who only recently committed
his future to Bayern by sign-
ing a new contract through
June 2030, kissed the Bayern
crest on his jersey and then
pointed to it after he scored
the goal. It was a gesture that
Bayern'’s powerbrokers might
have preferred to have seen
sooner as talks on extending
the speedy wing back’s con-
tract became protracted.
Davies' contract was due to
expire at the end of this sea-

son. Bayern's board member
for sport Max Eberl said in
March 2024 that the club had
made its final offer to Davies,
who was also the subject of
reported interest from Real
Madrid. In the end, Bayern
and Davies agreed a new deal
reported to be worth some $21
million a year to the player.
The goal will go some way to
repaying it. Advancing to the
last 16 will bring Bayern an-
other $11.5m in prize money.
“That's the Champions League,”
Davies said. “Celtic play witha
lot of intensity. Not easy. We're
playing so many games.” ap

Minamino milestone but 3-3
draw puts Benfica

Benfica drew 3-3 at home with
Monaco to win their play-off tie
4-3 on aggregate and go
through to play either
Barcelona or Liverpool next.
Benfica won 1-0 in Monaco last
week. Monaco winger Takumi
Minamino’s first-half goal
made him the highest-scoring
Japanese player in the
Champions League (5th CL
goal). Benfica's Orkun Kokcu
made it 3-3 on the night on 84
minutes. “We didn't play our
best game,” Kokcu said.
RESULT: Benfica 3 (Akturkoglu
22, Pavlidis 76-pen, Kokcu 84)
Monaco 3 (Minamino 32, Seghir
51, llenikhena 81) (Benfica win
4-3 on aggregate).

Milan: AC Milan are licking self-inflicted
wounds after a painful Champions League
exit at the hands of Feyenoord which has
cast a dark shadow over an awful season.

Seven-time European champions Milan
have the Italian Cup and a top-four finish left
to play for after a bizarre elimination at the
play-off stage caused in large part by Theo
Hernandez's daft sending off. Milan domi-
nated the match at the San Siro until the 51st
minute, when Hernandez hit the turf in the
penalty area despite not being touched by
Givairo Read. The France full-back was al-

ready on a booking for a needless foul.

Hernandez’s dismissal changed the
course of the match and a boisterous home
crowd, boosted by Santiago Gimenez's goal
after just 36 seconds, settled into shocked si-
lence when Julian Carranza thumped home
the header which gave Feyenoord the tie 2-1
onaggregate. In the Sky studios, Milan icons
Zvonomir Boban, Alessandro Costacurtaand
Fabio Capello unleashed their anger at Her-
nandez, calling him ‘irresponsible’ and ‘child-

LOOKMAN WORST PENALTY TAKER, FUMES

GASPERINI‘ PLAYER BLASTS COACH'S BARBS

career;

defeat to Club Brugge.

hindered a comeback in their home 3-1

—2vonomir Boban, FORMER AC MILAN PLAYER

ish’. Boban, who won three Serie A titles and
the 1994 Champions League under Cappello,
labelled him a cheat. Coach Sergio Conceicao
‘was more forgiving. “Theo has given so much
to Milan, I have made many mistakes in my
he said.

Now, he has a task on his hands. Milan
sit seventh in Serie A. arp
RESULT: AC Milan 1 (Gimenez 1) Feyenoord 1
(Carranza 73) (Feyenoord win 2-1 on aggregate)

Lookman took to social media to
share his upset. “Being singled out in the
manner | have been not only hurts but

in training. In a moment of enthusiasm
after scoring, he decided to take it."

e ok putin”

T
X

o
CHAMPIONS
LEAGUE

RESULT: Bayern 1
(Davies 90+4) Celtic
1 (Kuhn 63)

(Bayern Munich win
3-2 on aggregate)

Man United spent
£14.5m on sackings

London: Manchester United paid a
total of £14.5 million ($18.3 million)
to sack manager Erik ten Hag,
sporting director Dan Ashworth

hutki bajate hi
doodh finish.

and other members of their
football staff, according to the
club's latest accounts published
on Wednesday. nited confirmed in
their first quarter results the pay-
off to Ten Hag and his staff was
worth £10.4 million, indicating
Ashworth's departure cost some
£4.1 million.

Ref who sent off Bellingham
under scrutiny for biz activities;
Jude. games:
The ref who sent off Real Madrid's
Jude Bellingham for cursing at him
has denounced what he calls a
false accusation that has led to
him being sidelined by the Spanish
football federation. EI Espanol
alleged Munuera had business
relations with “officials™ in the
Spanish league. Bellingham was

WTA bans spectator
after Raducanu’s
stalking complaint

e
@timesofindia.com

Dubai: A panic-stricken Em-
ma Raducanu approached
the chair umpire during her
clash against Karolina Mu-
chova late on a rain-marred
Tuesday, sending shock-
waves through the tourna-

£ 05 f ment. The 22-year-old Briton
it witira two-match Liga ban. felt threatened by a fan who
China's ited ‘fixated behaviour’
N e i in the stands. Raducanu,
ACL: China's Shandong Talshan £ ayked 61, entered the Dubai
jons League after Duty Free tennis champion-

He said feels deeply dis:espectful not least
Gasperini said th mkerAdemma it. “Lookman i hard work and
Lookman is “one of the worst penalty one of the worst penalty takers," the
takers he has ever seen” after his miss Italian said. “He has a terrible record even

RESULT: Atalanta 1 (Lnokman 46) Club
Brugge 3 (Talbl 3, 27, Jutgla 45+3) (Club
Brugge win 5-2 aggregate) acencies

withdrawing from a crunch group
match. Shandong said they were
“unable to form a team" because
of “serious” health issues. acencies

‘Football training helped in beginning’

England Hockey Goalkeeper Mazarelo,
Once With U-12 Man United, Feels It's

Important To Learn From Other Keepers

Arnab.Seal
@timesofindia.com

Bhubaneswar:  England
men’s hockey team goalkee-
per James Mazarelo was in
phenomenal form in Hockey
India League (HIL), where he
played for UP Rudras, and
has continued to do the same
in FIH Pro League.

In their first game here
against Spain on Tuesday,
the youngster, whose father
is originally from Goa and
had shifted to England in
the 1970s, put up a goalkee-
pingmasterclassduringthe
shoot out and saved all five
shots from the Spain stri-
kers as England eventually
won1-0.

Currently oneof the best
young goalkeepers in the
world, Mazarelo, however,
played football in his child-
hood and was with
the Under12 Man- PEg%
chester Unitedsideas g
agoalkeeper.

“After some disap-
pointment in my yo-
ung football career, 1
happened to start playing
hockey. I started enjoying it
and kind of just happened to
gofrom there. Eventually en-
ded up getting selected into
Junior pathways and gradu-
ally moved my way up and
here I am today,” said the 23-
year-old.

Although hedidn't succe-
ed as a footballer, it did help

him when he shifted to hock-
ey inthe beginning.

“There was a lot of work
done and training in Ierms

keeper before adding, “I
think we've got to learn
from each other and that
will keep pu«hmg lhe stan-

Men beat

Arnab.Seal

of how quickl
feet and it definitely helped.
AsTgot further up, maybe 14,
15, or 16 when my hockey was
getting better and  was pla
ing at a high level, the di
mands became diffe-
rent,” headded.
Mazarelo, mean-
while, believes in ‘ta-
Kking certain ele-
ments from certain
goalkeepers and mer-
ging that to make the best
version of himself."
“Vincent Vanasch (of
Belgium) is fantastic with
his stick. I think Pirmin
Blaak (of the Netherlands)
is very good at getting his
distances right. Luis Calza-
do (of Spain) is very good at
going through people’s
legs, " said the England goal-

dardsof

Meanwhile, he was more
than pleased with the whole
experience of HIL where
Rudras just missed out on
making the knockouts. “He
became good friends with
Hardik and Lalit and loved
the camaraderie in the te-
am,” said his father Felix,
who has come down here
with his wife Claire.

Mazarelo, however,
didn’t play their second ga-
meagainst Spain on Wednes-
day. which England lost 14,
but in all likelihood should
take thefield against India in
adoubleheader next week. It
will be the first time that the
two teams will face off since
their guarterfinal tie in Pa-
ris Olympics which India
won in the shootouts.

Bhubaneswar: The Indian
men’s hockey team came back
instyle to beat Germany 1) in
their FTH Pro League game at
Kalinga Stadium here on
Wednesday. But it was disap-
pointment once again for the
women asthey lost0-1to Spain
later in the day.

‘When the two teams faced
off on Tuesday, the men's
team, playing without Har-
manpreet Singh and Hardik
Singh, went down to the Ger-
mans -4 -oneof their biggest
defeats here. On Wednesday; it
was a completely different
story as India, with two of
their key players back in the
squad, put upadefensive mas-

women lose to Spain

H PRO LEAGUE

Germany;

terclass to hold on for a sensa-
tional win.

Gurjant Singh put India in
the lead as early as the fourth
minute after Rajinder Singh
played the ball into the D
down the middle. Mandeep
Singhgotatouchto itbut Ger-
many goalkeeper Alexander
Stadler did brilliantly to keep
itout. However, Gurjant got to
the ball first and slammed it
hard into the board.

Women lose again: The In-
dian women's team played
their hearts out but it was
Spain who prevailed. For the
three quarters, it remained
goalless but in the 49th min-
ute, Marta Segu ran more
than half the field down the
left flank and slammed the
ball on the run into the bot-
tom-right corner.

shiponawildcard.

The Londoner — who
worked her way from the
qualifying competition to
the US Open title to steal the
thunder in New York four
years ago — slipped behind
the chair umpire’s seat on
Court Three and was com
forted by her Czech Republic
opponent.

The fan was subsequent-
ly ejected from the venue.
‘The incident quickly became
the talking point of the WTA
1000 event, not entirely sur-
prising given that the sport
has known a knife attack on
tennis superstar Monica
Seles more than 30 years ago
in Hamburg when she was
playing a match.

Major champions — Iga
Swiatek and Elena Rybakina
and young sensation Mirra
Andreeva however ac-
knowledged that  while
there's the possibility of afan
overstepping, they felt safe at
tournaments, given the level
of security around them.

In a statement the WTA
said, “On Monday, February
17, ma Raducanu was ap-
proached inapublicareaby a
man who exhibited fixated
behaviour. Thissame individ-
ual was identified in the first

RATTLED: Emma Raducanu

few rows during Emma’s
match, hewillbebanned from
vents p(mdxng a
ment.

Andre a, aged 17, ranked
14, who will go up against
Swiatek in the quarterfinals
on Thursday, said she has re-
ceived hatefilled messages,
but hasn't been troubled
when onatennis court.

“Iremember whenTwas14
yearsold, | wasplaying one of
my first ITF tournamentsand
Ireceived a message after my
loss, (it said), look around, be-
cause I'm going to find you
and cut your arms,” the Rus-
sian teenager said.

Swiatek, the five-time ma-
jor winner, said she and her
team are vigilant about how
and when they upload infor-
mation onsocial media. “Itry
for my Instagram feed to be
up-to-date, but sometimes we
poslonoday after1leavesome
place,” Swiatek s

The tournament's sixth
seed Elena Rybakina was all
steel in her round-of-16 clash
on Wednesday. She saved six
match-points against the in-
form Spaniard Paula Badosa,
seeded nine, to seal a stun-
ning4-6, 7-6(8), 7-6 (2) win ina
little under three hours.

In a shock result, world
no.l Aryna Sabalenka went
down 36, 26 to the 38th-
ranked Dane Clara Tauson.
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Thank you.

Five years ago, we began with an electric dream.

To our supply chain partners, who helped us scale up.

Thank you, India, for driving the .ev revolution.

Today, we celebrate all those who have been part of this journey with us.
To our early customers and the newest ones who continue to drive the .ev revolution.

To our charging partners, with whom we built India’s largest EV charging ecosystem.
To our dealer partners, who always go the extra mile to support our customers

Every milestone reached and every headline grabbed is a tribute to each of you.

Now, with 2 lakh TATA.evs, 6 exclusive TATA.ev stores, India’s largest range of EVs,
and 5 billion kms driven - the dream is bigger than ever.

celebrating 2 lakh TATA.evs — no.1 today, here to stay

®

4

Avail benefits worth 31 65 000°.

exchange benefits
up to 50,000"

| e
| @

free charger &
installation

— limited period celebratory rewards programme ]

6 months
free charging™

@ special upgrade benefits for:

TATA.ev owners

zero down payment
100% on-road finance

TATA Motors car owners (PV)

TATA Group employees

—

| Curvv.ev

|Nexoi.ev

@ starts at

Price starts ai
312.48 Lakh'

| Tiago.

~

& book TATA.ev

. To know everything about EVs call +91 92402 92401
or visit ev.tatamotors.com

¥

‘ Visit a TATA MOTORS showroom now ‘ Also, available in GeM, CSD and KPKB

TATA

move with meaning

OKHM

ED AUTD

506019454 NEHRU PLACE:

EXCLUSIVE TATA.EV STORE SECTOR 14, GURUGRAM: 9167161897 EXCLUSIVE TATA.EV STORE, SOHNA ROAD, GURUGRAM 9167518627
AUTO: 7506019457. SAFDARJUNG EI AUTO:

Kindly call on 8291362368 for all enquiries related to purchase from CSD or xrxs/cpc
7506019457, SAKET: TRED AUTO: 7506019454, LAIPAT NAGAR: SAB MOTORS: 7506019457, MATHURA ROAD: SAB MOTORS: 7506019505 SXSTIUAEIR

: DPS CARS 39 9567222/9. PATPARGAN) : SAGAR MDT DILSHAD GARDEN: SAGAR MOTORS: 7506019521 GOKULPURI SAB MOTORS: 8291058108, ENSTAGMBETGIH MODEL TOWN: ZEDEX MOBILITY: 9619447205. ROHINI: CHERISH CAR
70390494/1 WAlIRPlIR AUTOVIAS. 7506010445, NARELA: SPARSH AUTOTECH: 5291058089 PRASHANT VIHAR: MALWA: 7506019463, ITESINEGIH PUNJABI BAGH: CHERISH CAR: 916737050 IANAKPURI: DELIGHT MOTORS: 7045211352 NAJAFGARH: SPARSH AUTOTECH:
7506019549, PALAM DABRI: SPARSH AUTOTECH: 7506019683 MAYAPURI: TRUENORTH: 7506019838, PEERAGARHI: TRUENORTH: ssxszzazsl MOTI NAGAR: AUTOVIKAS: 7506019415 DWARKA SEC-5: AUTOVIKAS: 7506019416, DWARKA SEC-20: AUTOVIKAS:
9619023842, [MIITYMCHEIH CONNAUGHT PLACE: ARYA MOTORS: 9810638782, KAROL BAGH: ZEDEX MOBILITY: 9619490132, KASHMERE GATE: DPS CARS: 909080805 7. [VGIEZYYRHERO HONDA CHOWK: HIMGIRI AUTOMOBILES: 2015140714, GOLF COURSE EXTN. ROAD:
2EDEX MOBILITY: S107¢1 7565, SONNA ROAD: ZEEX MOBILITY 7506015906, UBYOG VIRAR: ARYA MOTORS: 8261530640 SEC-18: ARYAMOTORS: 7506019879, GOLF COURSE ROAD: ARYA MOTORS. 7506019902 SOHNA, L5 AUTOMOBILES. 57905408 WAZIRPURL HINGIRI
AUTOMOBILES: 8291522893. MANESAR: HIMGIRI AUTOMOBILES: 8291210154. PATAUDI: HIMGIRI AUTOMOBILES: 8291518973 [ZXIBEEEGHBPTP: MULTITECH MOTORS: 8291291325, SEC-27A: MULTITECH MOTORS: 7805019646, YMCA CHOWKs AUTOVIKAS. 3875140998,
PALWAL: MULTITECH MOTORS: 7506019846. HODAL: MULTITECH MOTORS: 8291518205 SECTOR 5: SAGAR MOTORS: 7506020132, SECTOR 63: SAGAR MOTORS: 9167622374 [STANIIINGIFIMSAGAR MOTORS: 7506020227. JEWAR: SAGAR MOTORS: 8291304204,
(ERVALELBAPATEL NAGAR: SAB MOTORS: 7506019939. MOHAN NAGAR: SAB MOTORS: 7506019947, VAISHALI: SAB MOTORS: 9619085440, MODINAGAR: SAB MOTORS: 9152102564, HAPUR: SAB MOTORS: 9152102552. BULANDSHAHAR/KHURJA/DIBAI/SIYANA/SIKANDRABAD:
MASCOT MOTORS: 9152104362. REWARI: PREMIUM MOTOCORP: 7506019918,8291518613, MAHENDERGARH: DHEERA] MOTOCORP: 9619947529, NARNAUL: DHEERAJ MOTOCORP: 9619949466, KANINA: DHEERAJ MOTOCORP: 9619947651. KOSLI: PREMIUM
MOTOCORP: 9152102543. SONIPAT & KUNDLI : SWAN MOTORS : 9215317773. MEERUT: GARH ROAD: ANJNEY AUTOMOBILES: 8291103957. SHATABDI NAGAR: DELHI ROAD: SHREE VASU: 7506019959, SARDHANA: SHREE VASU: 9619362026, BUNOR: MANGALAM
AUTOWORLD: 8879702579. NAJIBABAD: MANGALAM AUTOWORLD: 8291176455. DHAMPUR: MANGALAM AUTOWORLD: 8879702579. BARAUT: SHREE VASU: 9167475934. MAWANA: SHREE VASU: 8879954579, BAGHPAT: SHREE VASU: 9167276250.

Images and llustrations are indicative and for information purpose only. All feature / specifications mentioned may vary from model to model and may not be available across all personas / variants, Features and specifications are subject to change without prior information. Please consult an authorized TATA Motors dealer for atest
information on features / specifications before deciding to place an order. Colours may not match actual colours due to printing limitations. **Free charging is available oniy on TATA power chargers on Curvv.ev & Nexon.ev (Manufacturing year 2024) purchased between 1 February 2025 to 31 March 2025 and Vahan registration by
31 March 2025. Free charging offer carries fair usage policy of 1000 units (kWh) per g the & month: validity. Al indi vary from state to state, Please contact your nearest authorised TATA Motors dealer for exact offers and details. *Terms & conditions apply.
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AMSTORIA

VERTI-GREENS

SECTOR 102, DWARKA EXPRESSWAY
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A Heightened Sense of Living

Allotment weekend 1t & 2" March 2025.
First come, first served basis.

LIMITED INVENTORY. BOOK NOW.

© 9319-76-3737

Scan to know more




HRERA Registration No. RC/REP/HARERA/GGM/ 910,
HARERA Website: www.har

Vv

Amstoria Verti-Greens transcends traditional luxury, crafting an icon of vertical
elegance at a prime location in Sector 102, on the main Dwarka Expressway. Here,
cutting-edge design blends with verdant sanctuaries and world-class amenities
nestle amidst nature’s embrace to define a new way of vertical living.

{

Standout Featlires
1.55 5 7

Lac Squarc Feet Sky Gardens Lifts

Club & Landscape Area Across 5 Towers*® Per Tower**

Seismic Zone V Club & Amenities IGBC Platinum

Construction™* 7 ones Pre-Certification
2 | L

Indoor Sports Arena Other Amenities
+ Indoor Pickleball Court + Padel Court
Indoor Badminton Court + 2 Outdoor Swimming Pools
2 Squash Courts + Yoga Studio

Indoor Swimming Pool « Sculpture Garden
& more...

REFERENCE IMAGE

2 & 3 BEDROOM BESPOKE RESIDENCES STARTING AT 23.14 Cr*
To discover a new way of living, call 9319-76-3737 or email sales@bptp.com
Preferred Banking Partners - SB, ICICI Bank, HDFC Bank, Axis Bank, Kotak Bank, IDBI Bank, Canara Bank, Tata Capital Housing Finance
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v BANKER UDAY KOTAK WARNS INDIA'S ECONOMIC ‘ANIMAL
o SPIRITS' FADING AS NEXT GEN OF BIZ FAMILIES FOCUSES
MGRE ON MANAGING INVESTMENTS THAN RUNNING COS, 19

Unfair to US if Musk sets up
factory in India, says Trump

‘Why Give India
$21m To Raise
Voter Turnout?’

Chidanand Rajghatta | Tnv

‘Washington: US President
Donald Trump has added a
$21-million question to his re-
lentlesssmackdown on tariffs
by India despite talking up ti-
es with Delhi and friendship
with PM Modi during the lat-
ter’s recent visit to Washing-
ton DC. “Why are we giving
P EDIT PAGE: Elon Riders/
Don't Be F-35ed, P 20

$21 million to India? They ha-
ve a lot more money,” Trump

ON INDIA: | told Prime Minister Modi yesterday — he
was here - | said, ‘Here's what we're going to do:
reciprocal. Whatever you charge, I'm charging. He

_ (Modi) goes, ‘No, no, I don't like that." | (Trump) said,
‘No, no, whatever you charge, I'm going to charge.
I'm doing that with every country.

ON MUSK & TESLA: It is impossible to sell a car,
practically, in, as an example, India. The tariffs
are like 100% import duty. Now, if he (Musk)
built the factory in India, that's okay, but
that's unfair to us. It's very unfair

~ US President Donald Trump

»MAHA, GUJ, TN MAY VIE FOR TESLA FACTORY, P 19

of USAID's$44-billon budget),
ostensibly to increase voter
turnout inIndia.

He then segued into his
customary rant about New
Delhi’s trade barriers and ta-
riffs, picking up the theme in

us,and they do it with tariffs”.
is i ible to sell a
y, in, as an ex-
ample, India. The tariffs are
like 100% import duty”
Trumpsaid, adding, “Now, if
he(Musk) built thefactory in

Prez: Zelensky a
dictator, started
war with Russia

yresident Trump on Wed-
nesday called Volodymyr
Zelensky a “dictator without
elections”, lashing out after
the Ukrainian president said
Trump was living in a Rus-
sian “disinformation spa-
ce” as he moves to end the
Kremlin's war against Ukrai-
neon terms that Kyiv says are
too favourable to Moscow. Se-
nior US and Russian officials
met in Rivadh Tuesday and
agreed to negotiate a settle-
ment to end the war. Trump
accused Zelensky of misu-

saidon Tuesday, referringtoa  ajointinterviewonFoxNews India, that's okay, but that's  sing Americanaid to Ukraine
US Agency for International ~ with Elon Musk, complai- unfairtous.It'sveryunfair” for the war effort, and insinu-
Development  programme ning that “every country in ated Ukraine was to blame for
thatdetailstheamount(0.04%  the world takes of  PTrump P17 h i flict. P18
# . . B - -
Fantribunal cant - | okayukta clean chit for | Waive diplomatic
scrap own finding . PP immunity: India
qemsmannonceae — Sjdda, wife in land swap '
Osignated Foreigners Tri- el to Kenya on chi'd
bunal rejects the Assam Times News NETWoRK ‘Only officials who have
govt’s claim that a person is i
anillegal Bangladeshiimmi- Mysuru: Lokayukta Police can giﬁw: W'me sex assa"'t case

grant who entered the state
after March 25, 1971, the tri-
bunal cannot review its own
orderonafresh plea. P14

Suicide pact unravels
after Kol car crash
car crash in Kolkata left
£\ three members of a pro-
minent business family gra-
vely injured early Wednes-
day, but soon took a shock-
ing turn as the bodies of
three other members were
found in their home. Cops
suspect asuicide pact. P13

gave a clean chit Wednesday
to Karnataka CM Siddara-
maiah, his wife Parvathi
and two other
co-accused in
the Mysuru Ur-
ban Develop-
ment Authori-
ty (Muda) land-
swap case, say-
ing the charges levelled by
petitioner Snehamayi
Krishna against them “co-
uld not besubstantiated”.
However, Siddaramaiah,
for whom the case posed a
challenge to his pre-eminen-
ce within the state Congress,

— Snehamayi Krishna | PEToNeR
Petitioner must respect
the decision of the
investigating agencies
~M Lakshman | con

apparently isn't out of the
woods yet. ED is separately
investigating  laundering
charges linked to the CM's
wife allegedly benefiting
from preferential allotment
of 14 plots within Mysuru ci-
ty by Muda in exchange for
land on the outskirts.

» ‘Planned drama’, P 17

New Delhi: India has asked
Kenya to waive diplomatic
immunity for a diplomat
whoseson isaccusedof sexu-
ally assaultingafive-year-old
girl studying in a Delhi scho-
ol. The 19-year-old accused
studies in the same school.
The assault allegedly took
place in the school last Sept.
Delhi Police had filed a
case but couldn't take furt-
her action as the child’s fat-
her has said in a complaint
that the mother of the accu-
sedisadiplomat.

»Can recall envoy, P 7
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elled it on ancient Rome. Democ-

racy, Congress, rule of law, sepa-
ration of powers. They even picked an
eagle for their national symbol. But it
had to be Rome of the Republic, led by
consuls, not Caesar. Trump in the first
month of his second term has been
Caesar for all practical purposes
though. Putting seasoned toga wearers
to pasture, he’s surrounded himself
with a cabinet whose members’ quali-
fications raise eyebrows, leading many
toask if this is American democracy’s
darkest hour:

ONE-MAN SHOW
Trump’s proclivity to order, not
consult, has been on display daily.
Where he's delegated work, it is to
his henchman Elon Musk. He’s aim-
ing to cast America in his mould, and
perhaps mindful of his age and the
two-term constitutional limit, he’s in
a tearing hurry. Hence, the spate of
legally questionable actions, such as:
® Rejecting birthright enship for
the children of illegal immigrants,
even though it's guaranteed by the
14th Amendment
@ Pardoning over 1,500 people who
were convicted in connection with
the Jan 6 Capitol attack after his loss
to Biden
® Sacking over a dozen federal
prosecutors who worked on the
Jan 6 cases, and the case related to
Trump’s mishandling of classified
documents
@ Sacking 17 inspectors general
whose job was to prevent the misuse
of federal funds
® Blocking $3tn in federal funds
meant for state and federal pro-
grammes
® Delaying implementation of Tik-
Tok ban after Congress passed and
SC upheld it

Most glaring are his foreign pol-
icy plans, announced with complete
disregard for diplomatic niceties. He
wants Panama Canal and Greenland,
and Gaza with no place for Gazans.
From Ukraine, he wants payback in
the form of minerals

THERE'S MUSK’S SIDESHOW TOO
Unusually for Trump, he lets Musk
steal the show often. For instance, the
Feb 11 Oval Office press conference
with Musk's son X as a red herring.
Musk is a super-billionaire with mas-
sive govt contracts. In another age —
just a month ago — his appointment
as ‘special govt employee’ in
charge of the Department of
Govt Efficiency (DOGE) would
have been unthinkable because
it's a huge conflict of interest.
But Trump doesn’t care. And his
MAGA voters love the idea of sub-
versive energy because everything
‘official’ is rotten anyway. So, Musk
can come in like Jack Reacher and
take out the garbage. A quick recap
of some of the things he’s done so far:
® Clawing back $80mn in fed-
eral funds from New York City’s
accounts. It’s not a big sum,
but it's the first time a
federal grant has been
sucked back without
Justification

® Demolishing USAID.
“We spent the weekend
feeding USAID into the
wood chipper,” as Musk
putitonX
@ Seizing databases of
sensitive information

3 merica’s founding fathers mod-

How did Donald trump
US democracy so easily?

A month into his second term, Donald Trump 1
has reshaped American administration in his
own image — imperious, unrestrained, and
insulated from institutional checks. With
party-line polarisation paralysing Congress and
the courts, he's ruling with unchecked authority, ™
raising fears that the American Republic is
inching towards a Caesar's Rome-like fate

Husteations: ey Kumarapuramas

about US citizens

©® Most recently, DOGE has asked the
revenue service for taxpayer records.
@ It already has access to the fiscal
service's system that controls fed-
eral govt payments.

WHY TRUMP-MUSK ARE
UNSTOPPABLE

In India, it took a long legal battle for
UIDAI — a govt agency — to collect
residents’ biometrics. In US, Trump
has allowed a demi-official agency,
headed by an unelected man who
happens to be his biggest campaign
donor, to suck up whatever private
data it needs, without setting up any
safeguards. Why are American in-
stitutions caving before Trump and
Musk?

The short answer is that the sys-
tem of separation of powers isn't
working because of polarisation
along party lines.

In the original idea of America,
the House and the Senate could
stop presidential overreach. If they
didn't, courts did. And these guard-
rails have held up well over almost
250 years.

Watergate is a good example of
America’s guardrails at work. Nix-
on tried to force the justice dept to
shelve its probe, but the resignations
that followed — Saturday Night Mas-
sacre — proved damaging. Mean-
while, a court declared the removal
of special prosecutor Archibald Cox
illegal, and many House members
from Nixon's Republican party sup-
ported his impeachment.

But 52 years later, US politics has
changed. There is complete polarisa-
tion along party lines, and the govern-
ing party is completely beholden to
the president. There is no ideological
diversity within parties. Were Bill
Clinton impeached today, no Republi-
can would come to his rescue.

When hard party lines leave no
room for debate, bench strengths
decide the answer to every question.
‘That happened in India long ago, but
America’s reached that stage now.

CONSERVATIVE MOOD IN US SC
Republican House members were
already under Trump’s thumb, and
he's bent senators to his will in the
recent cabinet confirmations. That
leaves the judiciary, which has stood
up to him in the states, but Trump
will appeal negative rulings all the
way to the Supreme Court, where the
6-3 conservative majority could work
in his favour.

The first such appeal, about the
sacking of a US whistleblower protec-
tion agency’s chief on Feb 7, reached
the Supreme Court last Sunday.

A district court had ordered the
officer’s reinstatement, and the court
of appeals had refused to overrule
the order:

A MATTER OF DECENCY

The US constitution is a short docu-
ment, 4,400 words in all. It didn’t
foresee the consequences of party
politics, and it relied too much on the
innate decency of future presidents,
hoping they would forbear to use
their powers to the hilt. For Trump,
the unwritten rule is no rule. As for
those written down, he’s not above
bending them. Sample:

@ According to University College
London professor Christina Pagel,
who has analysed 76 major Trump
govt decisions till Feb 15, most fall

in the category of ‘undermining
democratic institutions and rule of
law and dismantling federal govt’.
That's his clear priority.

® He's even attempted to remove
Federal Election Commission chair
Ellen Weintraub. FEC is America's
equivalent of India's EC.

® A significant number of orders
seem intended to make corruption
easier: For example, halting the
enforcement of a US law that banned
bribery of foreign officials.

@ Suppressing dissent and control-
ling information is another of his
goals. He's already targeted public
broadcasters NPR and PBS and has
tried to intimidate the media with
litigation.

BUT THERE'S HOPE

For all the upheaval Trump has un-
leashed in the first month, history
suggests that American institutions
have a way of self-correcting. The
country has weathered crises before
— Watergate, McCarthyism, even the
Civil War — and each time, its demo-
cratic framework has endured.

While Trump's overreach now
seems unchecked, legal challenges,
bureaucratic resistance, and
shifting political winds could
rein him in over time. By the end
of his term, this moment may be
seen as a temporary convulsion
rather than a lasting transfor-

mation. America’s system,

though battered, has repeat-
edly proven its resilience
— and that remains the best
hope for the future.

Everest snow cover has retreated
by 490ft in 1.5 months, says study

‘Change Due To
Sublimation,
Not Melting’

GauravTalwar@timesofindia.com

Dehradun: In less than two
months, the snow line in the
glaciated landscape around
Mt Everest rose by 490 feet,
from 20,000 ft on Dec 11 last
year t019,510 ft on Jan 28, due
tosublimation —aprocessin
which strong winds, low hu-
midity, and unseasonably
warm temperatures cause

and wet post-monsoon season.

Pelto added that 2022 was
the only recent year when Jan
snow lines remained at typi-
callevels. However, the elevat-
edsnow lines seen in.Jan 2021,
2023, 2024, and 2025 point to a
long-term shift in snowfall
patterns. Unlike North Amer-
ican and European glaciers,
which gain mass from winter
snowfall, Himalayan glaciers
primarily accumulate snow
during summer, making dry
winter months particularly
critical. Approx 75% of thean-
nual precipitation falls dur-
ing the monsoon from June to
Sept, during which these gla-

snow to evaporate directly

ciers accumulate the most

into the atmosphere, scien-
tists observed. Glaciologist
MauriPelto,amemberof Na-
sa Earth Observatory’s sci-
ence advisory board, detect-
ed the change while studying
Everest-region glaciers
through satellite imagery
and local weather stations.
Scientists say warmer,
drierconditions are pushing

the winter snow line higher,
meaning seasonal snow now
remains only at greater ele-
vations. Satellite imagery
from Nasa's Landsat 9, cap-
tured on Jan 20, confirmed
this upward retreat, con-
trasting with typical snow
distributionseen inJan2022.

Experts said sparse lower-
elevation snow; as seen this

Jan, has become the norm in
recent winters. Pelto said this
trend has persisted in recent
years, suggesting a “new nor-
mal” for the region. “This
change was due to sublima-
tion, notmelting," hesaid. The
snowline was already above
average at the start of winter,
following a dry beginning to
2024 and an unusually warm

snow. If the snow persistslong
enough, it can eventually
transform into glacial ice.
Expertswarnthatthe win-
tersnow line inthe Himalayas
reaching unprecedented ele-
vations could threaten water
security for downstream
communities and increase
wildfire risks, as seen in
Nepal's early 2025 fire season.




