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Clearing the air on citizenship’ in Bihar poll roll revision

tis fundamental that unless a person is a direction and control of the Election “shall be di ified for being chosen as and for
citizen of India he cannot be an elector, Commission. Section 16 of the 1950 Act deals with | being a member of either House of Parliament, if
Not ﬂw way Consequently, he cannot become a disqualifications for registration in an Electoral he is nota cklam of lmﬂl, or has voluntarily
legislator also. Therefore, it is very Roll, and in specific, Section 16(1)(a) provides that d the cit hip of a foreign State or if he
Criminalising adolescent sex will surprising that some seasoned politicians have if a person is not a Citizen of India, he shall be is under acknowledgment omu-uma or
> the - v ruised objections to the Election Commission of disqualified for being registered as a voter. adherence to a foreign State”. Article 191, which
w Indlia (ECD's Special Intensive Revision of G Rajagopalan Further, Section 16(2) provides that the name of applies to the State Legislature, also provides the
he key objective of the Protection of Chil- electoral rolls in Bihar (where Assembly elections | oL the person who is so disqualified, even if same. If someone contends that a non-citizen
dren from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, are expected shortly) that citizenship shoukd not Y tered, shall be struck off from the electoral would be a voter, they are also contending that a
2012 is the protection of children, but ov- be verified. It only strates that they have Additional rolls. Besides this, Section 20 of the 1950 Act also | non-citizen can be a member of Legislature,
er the past few years, courts around the country dge of the Consti and Solicitor General provides who is “ordinarily resident” in a wﬁkhhmxhh'buulnun!
and rights activists have called for some exemp- memdmamuymm Article 324 of the constituency. Section 21 deals with prey ifq 1, one has to prove to
tions. Noticing a trend that adolescents, above 15 les that the and revision of electoral ralls, while Section 22 xhe satisfaction of the authority, that he is a
years but under 18, in voluntary firection and control of the preparation of deals with correction of entries in electoral rolls, | citizen of India, and that he satisfies the
and having consensual sex were often being per- Electoral roll and the conduct of all elections ... Section 23 deals with the inclusion of names in of The Citizenship Act, 1955. Though
secuted, the courts sought a review. In that back- shall vest” in the Election Commission, The electoral rolls, and Section 24 that if Section 7A of the 1955 Act provides for the
drop, senior advocate Indira Jaising’s written sub- of el | rolls is a anybody is aggrieved by an order of inclusion or of citizens in India, Section
mission to the Supreme Court that consensual pmmu. and is revised from time to time exclusion, they can prefer an appeal to the 7B(2) of the sald Act clearly provides that an
sex between teenagers aged 16-18 years must not of there being el or no authority referred to in the Section. Overseas citizen of India Cardholder shall not be
be criminalised is a welcome move. She was ap- elections (Lakshmi Charan Sen and Ors Etc vs The only period during which no amendment, | entitled to the rights conferred on the citizens of
pointed amicus curiae and her submissions are AK.M, Hassan Uzzaman and Ors. Etc., AIR 1985 SC transposition or deletion is permitted, is referred | India with regard to the registration of a voter.
part of a petition filed by advocate Nipun Saxena, 1239), to under Section 23(3) of the 1950 Act, which Therefore, the constitutional and statutory
Her brief challenged the designation of 18 years des that no /| scheme clearly provides that unless a person is a
as the age 0 of consent. She uld the only sollulon Clarity on being a citizen deleﬂnn or inclusion, shall be made after the last citizen of India, his name cannot be included in
lies in W that sex b Article 326 of the Constitution of India provides date for making the nominations for an election | the electoral roll. And even if he is inchuded, the
adolescents between the age of 16, an almost un- that “the Elections to the House of People and the in that constituency. authority of the ECI can order deletion of their
iversal age of sexual matur :l.{. and 18, is not a Legislature of every State shall be on the basis of Therefore, it is fundamental that unless & name under Section 16(2) of the 1950 Act.
form of ‘abuse’. Ms, Jaising called for this excep- adult suffrage, that is to say, every person who s person is a citizen of India, their name cannot be It is relevant to note the decision of the
tion to be read into the POCSO Act and Section 63 a citizen of India and who is not less than 18 years included in the electoral roll. And if it is Court of India din Dr.
(sexual offences), of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita of age in such State, as may be fixed in that erroneously included, it can be deleted under the | Bhardwaj vs State Of U.P. And Ors, 1990 3 SCC
(BNS). "Such an exception would preserve the behalf, by or under any law made by the provisions, as stated above, 155), which dealt with admission in a medical
protective intent of the statute while preventing appropriate legiskature and is not otherwise college. In the said judgment, it has been
its misuse against adolescent relationships that disqualified under this Constitution or any Law Under the duties of the Election Commission | observed in paragraph 20 that it is only lawful
are not exploitative in nature,” she said. made by the aj Legislature” on certain In fact, it is the duty of the ECI to verify whether | residence that can be taken into account, and if a
In a 2023 report, the Law Commission had grounds, Therefore, it is chear that unless a the name of any non-citizen has been included in | man stays in a country in breach of immigration
said that it was against changing the age of con- person is a citizen of India, he is not entitled to be mdemnlmlmf if & complaint or doubt in this Laws, his p there does not
sent, It advised “guided judicial discretion” in- registered as a voter in any election, has been raised. In fact, to put it ordinary residence.
stead, while sentencing in cases that involve chil Pursuant to the enabling provisions, se, the ECI or its officers, have no
dren between 16 and 18 years in a voluntary, Partiament enacted The Representation of The Jurisdiction to include a non-citizen's name in the | The Aadhaar card and citizenshij
consensual relationship. Under the POCSO Act People Act, 1950, which deals with the elecmnl roll; i it is so, it is null and void. One more issue which has to be dealt with is
and under several provisions of the Indian Penal of el I rolls and ifan is made for inclusi whether any person who has an Aadhaar card
Code and the BNS, whoever commits a penetra- The Preamble to the 1950 Act reads as follows: ulcunphlmhnudveddmanmcluamn can be a citizen of India. A reading of the
tive sexual assault on a child - who is anyone be- “An Act to provide the allocation of seats in, and name is included in the electoral roll, it is the provisions of The Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of
low 18 years ~ can face stringent punishment un- the delimitation of constituencies for the purpose duty of the ECI to conduct an inquiry as Financial and Other Subsidies, Benefits and
der Section 6 of the POCSO Act, Section 9 of the of election to, the House of the People and the necessary to ensure that non-citizens’ names are | Services) Act, 2016, in particular, Section 9,
Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006, and pro- Legislatures of Suws, the qualifications of voters | 10 polirical rejected and deleted from the list. Ifthe ECIfails | - clearly provides that the *Aadhaar Number or the
visions of the IPC and BNS. A 16-year-old is consi- at such el ion of ek | objections to do so, it would be failing in its i thereof, shall not, by itself, confer
dered a “child” under Section 2(d) of the POCSO mﬂn,dwnmmrdﬁlﬂmmln&eCoundlnf belng raised duty and the purpose for which the power has any right of, or be proof of, citizenship or
Act and hence her consent does not matter. But States to be filled by representatives of Union N TRAEL on been granted under Articles 324 and 326 would domicile in respect of the Aadhaar number
caveats have to be put in place so that the broad territories, and matters connected therewith.” the Issue of be defeated. holder”, Section 3 of the Act, which deals with
intent of the law is adbered to, as the Madras High Part11A of the 1950 Act deals with the Officers cltlzenship In the same line, if you probe further, to be a enrolment, only provides that “every resident
Court suggested in 2021, in Vijayalakshmi vs State of the Commission which includes Electoral reveal a lack of Member of the Legislative Assembly or a Member | shall be mmled o obtain an Aadhaar number by
Rep. The High Court said the age difference in Registration Officers and Assistant Electoral knowledge of of Parliament, one has to be a voter in a and b
consensual relationships shoulkd not be more Registration Officers. Part-11B deals with Electoral | o constituency; if he is not a citizen of India, he infnmmlun by underplnl the process of
than five years to ensure that a girl of an impres- Rolls for Parliamentary Constituencies and Constitution, cannot be a member of Parliament or a State . Th of an
sionable age is not taken advantage of by an older Part-111 deals with Electoral Rolls for Assembly o on and Legislature, In fact, Article 102 of the Constitution | Aadhaar card is not pmnfd citizenship, and
person. Educating adolescents about the law on constituencies. cistac '?‘ a provides for disqualification of membership of dq)he the consﬂtumnul uquimnenu. if the
sexual offences and its consequences is 4 must Section 15 of the 1950 Act deals with the working of elther House of Parliament, while Article 191 |
t00. Cr normal P of Electoral Rolls formy the electoral provides the same for a State Legislature, It is mll zhemlhmhummmnld!zvuuab
is not the way to protect against I, C under the system very clear under Article 102(1)(d) that a person initio,
exploitative sexual offences.
State for the stateless Understanding Russia’s Taliban gauntlet
The West must follow France in r'g‘ m
recognising Palestinian statchood
rance's decision to i lesti n July 3, 2025, the Russian Foreign in Afghanistan reached an impasse and the US. countering terrorism”, which seemingly laid the
statehood, in Sepumber uﬁecu Presi- Ministry announced the recognition of began to consider withdrawal, Moscow foundation for their de-listing in April 2025, It
dent | Macron's deep the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan (II!A) established unofficial contacts with the Taliban should be noted though that the Russian
with Israeli Prime Minister Benj h 1 the through its closer engagement with Pakistan in Supreme Court only suspended the ban on the
over the ongoing war on Gaza, as well as his wil- Russia's recent uvmumluwudllw’l’alllum This the early 2010s, This enabled Russia to protect its n activities, and the grouping is still on the
lingness to adopt a more pro-active and foll 1 the decision to upgrade diplomatic ties security interests in Afghanistan (with a focus on Russian unified federal list of terrorist
tive approach towards ﬁndim a durable mluthm and officially accredit the Taliban’s new Harsh V. Pant ensuring the safety of Russian citizens), organisations, This suggests that the Russian
Of the 193 members of the UN, 147, including In- Gul Hassan, to Moscow. Now that s Vice President collaborating against the Islamic State Khorasan security apparatus is not fully convinced by the
dia, China and Russia, have already recognised the IEA flag is flying over the Afghan Embassy in Observer Research Province (15-K) and combating drug mﬁwklnl Tauliban’s track record in combating terrorism,
the Palestinian state, But powerful western na- Moscow, questions remain about the rational Foundation [ORF), Additionally, in a balance act between the leaving scope to reverse the decision if the
tions, with close ties to Israel, have always behind Russia's choice to legitimise the Taliban New Delhi Afighan government and the Taliban, Russia alliance with the Taliban proves to be a false
stopped short of granting official recognition regime. stepped up its diplomatic efforts to position itselfl | dawn.
even if professing support for a two-state solu- s i venue for ruulvln; the Afghan crhh Dﬂplre ‘The IEA's recognition is a symbalic gesture that
tion. But this position began to shift after the Ga- A change, two decades later r being blacklisted by the UN and outl does not bring Russia any immediate benefits and
za war in October 2023, with more European Moscow's 5 to cultivate diplomatic Russia, the Taliban representatives were lmiud does not guarantee any upgrade to Moscow's

countries taking formal steps towards its recogni-
tion. Last year, Spain, lnland.NorwuylMSlrm
nia ised Palestine's pends If Mr.

relations with the Taliban government stands in
stark contrast to Russia's approach to the IEA's
first iteration from 1996 to 2001, At that time, the
Taliban were seen as hostile towards Russia.

to participate in the Moscow Format and
intra-Afghan conf as Russia

increase its own regional influence and e& lhe
U.S, out from Afghanistan

position in Afghanistan or the wider region,

While some Russian officials are insisting on
pporting the Taliban, including “arming them",

it remains to be seen how far Moscow is willing to

Magcron follows through, France will be the first Aleksel Zakharov
G7 member nation to do so. Such a move may Moscow did not acknowledge their government With the Taliban's ukelmr of Kabul in August go and whether the joint fight against the ISK will
not have an immediate, direct impact on the and was &‘:m::im wind dM‘n ml;s ;“le';l:im Abvoyt-roimen 2021, even as many other mmﬂ Gm“‘“dml Y"':' ‘m:‘:lm ety g
eace 00SS, more western n . Further, t 1 seta it by recogn
fmﬂf';" are now ready to take irreversible mea- provided military assistance to the Northern Poundation the Russian Embauy in Kabul mlulncd in the IEA, some (‘mmlpz‘:lm states and even
sures in favour of Palestinian statehood, ignoring Alliance and helped its Central Asian allies that the | China may well follow suit, especially given that
strong opposition from Tel Aviv and Washington, stabilise the situation along the Afghan border Taliban are c-p:blc of putting things in the Taliban’s expectations of their partners will
marks a clear change in sentiment towards one of against the terrorist threat, order, Despite Russia's good rapport wit certainly increase, Moscow's free pass to the
the modern world's most contentious conflicts, Complicating matters further, the Taliban, in Taliban's disy ion, the p bili Taliban ling the inclusivity of their
Mr. Macron's announcement comes at a criti- 2000, ised the Chechen Rep of inA has severely ised its as well as women's and minority
cal juncture for the Palestinians, The war has de- Ichkeria as an independent state and urged the security interests, with murlu attacks against rﬂux may become a new template for other
reaching 60,000 in 3 month - ol 25% of 8 8 o i B Co AR Gpumon "‘2'.‘:.“1"&’2.’."?.‘;’..‘:‘..‘?‘?‘&‘" i | .
reac months - X P its counter- ope n an n SCOwW In rel over ue approach.
its m'.'r on. In the West gr.!:’f settler vio- Chechnya. With an estimated 2,500 Chechen 2024, purportedly cmkd out by the IS-K. There
lence has displaced tens of thousands of Palesti- militants undergoing training in has been no inthe Ties with India
nians. Israeli Ministers have openly threatened to Taliban-controlled territories, Moscow projects either, though the Russian authorities India will unlikely be seriously affected by the
ethnically cleanse Gaza and annex the West dered | Af(hml strikes” on continue to hlm :’np':‘:::l M;hmhm; willh Rndnn move. New Delhi hl- Gmmed its d‘:wnwuh
Bank. Images of starving and malnourished chil- terrorist camps in istan. CIMErge 4s 4 co r N exports to Sout n 5
dren, which came out of Gaza last week, have In this context, it was unsurprising that Russia and Southeast Asia, the Taliban, thl recently found common
jolted global conscience. Even Israel’s closest al- joined forces with the United States to adopt the Questions sl ground with them on the issue of terrorism in
lies, including Britain, Canada and France, issued Unlled N.nllium' sanctions against the Taliban and remain about The basis Kashmir, It is likely that New Delhi will keep up
a rre jglm urging Mr, hu to < | support to thehu S Jed the rationale Russia's dﬁdnl“mumldm of the IEA . diplamatic commutiuglam. t;‘adt: and
trophe”, Under mdm ,,::w,‘ pressure, Israel h“mm aumwnd. 171:’ ‘:/‘I'l‘ll?udomm !h:I Trll':n“m ""m"" e e mﬂﬁﬁ ::jmmy and the :ll.y deviating from its stance orxnhe umm Mm'
;lnu‘med mw p-uhn:: in its attacks, B:ez‘l’: is hclu':ed‘ ::: the Russian list of terrorist ::‘::l‘i‘n‘ﬂ;r::: political force 'r:lf?:h‘!: :f‘ mm:uwpmw " hl: l!mumum ;:‘l:luhl:‘ll m‘m&mﬂd - r?d‘: ;un
far from nt, What Gaza 1! a Organisations, 3 er seems ly ry
te end :) the bomu,‘.u :':d" n{mm, and As the international counter-terrorism mission Taliban regime perception of the Taliban as Russia's “allies in Afghanistan palicy.
the full opening of its borders o fan
aid, Given that pressure is the only language Is-
rael appears to understand, and with the Donald LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Trump presidency showing no willingness to ap-
ply it, Eumt: must do more, Efforts to end the The world and Gaza blockade of aid deliveries speaks more of peated Sharp contrast a proper leash, The owner
war, which in terms of mass killings, devastation It is unfortunate that the are only an eyewash and do | than achievement. In out of habit than belief, The narrative in the article, has to pick up waste with a
and displacement is comparable to the 194849 world does not seem to be not reverse the deepening Ukraine, he hints at ending Frustrated, Mr. Trump turns | “On a tight leash in scoop, which is then
Nakba, must be accompanied by initiatives to en- moved by the fact that crisis. The lack of disquiet is | the war "in 24 hours”, but to Africa and Southeast Asia | Mumbai® (Magazine - transferred to a cover and
sure that such a catastrophe is never repeated. people of Gaza are facing a reflection of the times we | neither Kyiv nor Moscow to tout his role in conflict ‘Openpage) July 27), evoked | placed in a waste bin that is
There should be concrete measures from the in- acute starvation as a result live in, trusts his intentions. In de-escalation, but even no surprise, as the stray dog | marked for such waste. A lot
ternational community to pursue a durable polit- of a genocidal war. Words G, David Milton, Gaza, his stance is even less | these claims lack depth, menace exists across India. | s to be leamnt from foreign
ical solution, which is the two-state solution. The such as ity h Tamil Nadu persuasive — offering little And no less is his singular Last year | had been to countries.
ﬁm step in lhal il is the CCORN ition of , 'empathy’ and beyond hollow statements, pursuit to be mlchd asa Tennessee, in the U.S. to D. Sethuraman,
h mised 1o joi u:":h belated! . "IWIWJ"?:::‘L? .m' ll:ondd Trump's yeaming for :ﬂ::ﬂﬂu ik :tl:b‘:l" In:;m :: udll = m: mm b e "lo L
as pros 0 join, tho atedly, most context of col rump's yeaming lanche, eco order. street dogs t ut only v lled
member-countries of the UN in the statehood Inaction, Aid airdrops the Nobel Peace Prize is no His ‘credit’ for an R, Narayanan, pet dogs. When they are I::“:v:ﬂmmdl:co,ln
push. Other nations in the West must follow, without lifting the ground secret. Yet, his record India-Pakistan détente lacks | Navi Mumbal taken out for a walk there is | must carry the postal address.
M .
« @ - » a a . | CEEE . - -
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SCIENCE

New microscope reveals molecular
jostling faster than ever before

Conventional microscopes are invasive and have limited fields of view. Other microscopes still can't distinguish individual molecules, which are around tens of angstroms in
size. A team from Caltech has now found a way to indirectly detect molecules by observing their interactions with light and tapping into Brownian motion

Unnati Ashar THE GIST
-
ore than a century ago, a The more massive a particle,
26year-old Albert Einstein the slower Its Brownlan
M explained Brownian motion motion. Small molecules spin
in one of four papers he fast and scramble the light

published in his annus mirabilis, the
miraculous year, called because these
papers shot him to fame, Brownian
mation s the random jittering of small
particles in a fluid, caused because

more. Big molecules spin
slowly and keep it aligned. So
by measuring how fast a
molecule changes the
properties of light, researchers
could determine Its size

they're constantly colliding with
maolecules around them, el

Now, scientists at the California The new approach captures
Institute of Technology (Caltech) have the scene In a single shot.
developed a breakthrough imagi “fm Researchers achieved speeds
technique that enables real-time filming of hundreds of billions of
of these molecular motions. Their frames per second, making it
findings were published in Nature possible o observe molecular
Communications, Interactions in slow motion,

The device is thus the world's

‘Surreal experience’ fastest single-shot microscope

Conventional microscopes are invasive
and have limited fields of view, Other
microscopes still can't distinguish
individual molecules, which are around

Aschematic view of the imaging technigue developed at Caltech that enables real-time fiming of molecular motions. The three insets show the top view
of the Laser sheet [b), the DMD as it operates (c), and the system in front of the stream camera's photocathode (d). NAT COMMUN 16, 5019 (2025)

-

This new imaging technique
could help better visualise
processes and transform

tens of angstroms in size (1 angstrom « “While traditional techniques often which scientists can infer the sizes of the blomedical research, disease
0,0000000001 m), To compare, one rely on timemlumin! poimw-pdm ” molecules, detection, drug design, and
human hair is about a million nanomaterial fabrication
thick. mcdtedmhumwtmmdl mhnl&l‘hdm'\vumuid. "Vh The key Is the use of the streak Ensemble of molecules
way to indirectly detect molecules by also achieved imaging speeds of hundreds camera to desect dvnamics In “It is an interesting piece of work, The key
observing their interactions with light. of billions of frames per second, making it K badyrrages Y - in this work is the use of the streak
Their technique also taps into the to observe molecular nanoscconds. This ks within the actual | camers o detect dynamics in
Brownian motion of les. teractions in unprecedented slow lifetimes of the molecules and nanoseconds. This is within the actual
Using the device they have reported motion."The device hlhul the world's wouldn't be possible with slow lifetimes of the molecules and wouldn't
that they can see down to tens of fastest single-shot mi detectors or photodetectons be possible with slow detectors or
angstroms, “It was a surreal experience to “Finally, unlike (tndlﬂonll me!hod-l BASUDEV ROY photodetectors,” Basudev Roy, an
visualise molecular sizes in real-time at which require extensive sample ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR AT BT MADRAS associate professor at IT Madras who
the angstrom scale,” Yogeshwar Nath and often damage the works on super-resolution ml
Mishra, who co-led the study when at specimen, our method is nondntrusive, the sample in the cuvette, As it does, the and wasn't involved in the recent
Caltech’s Jet Propulsion Lak y and direct, in-situ measurements,” emits light that falls on an array of | said.
who is now an assistant professor at Wang added, lquuemimmnkimupadlghl T!nﬂudnmhcukommedm!m
T jodhpur, said, “Some of the most exciting features of | micromirror device (DM! their tech with p
“Even more remarkable was the this microscope include its wide-field The DMD's job is to sh: estimates.
realisation that no existing technique can | imaging capability, offering an image area | beam. Rnultherlme “It still sees an ensemble of molecules
achieve this level of detail.” of a few square centimetres, an order of tilt each individual mirror ln lhh inside a detection region - it still doesn't
le larger than | light-crafter depending on the see a single molecule yet, But the
Need for speed microscopes,” per Mishra, “To the best of comupnnddm plul in the input image. ) indicate ch |
The more massive a particle, the slower our knowledge, our work is the first ever mﬁ ing to solve a jigsaw | and also chemical reactions,” Roy said.
its Brownian motion. *(It] is like watching | to achieve the feat of single-shot 2D humd having all the “Surprisingly, we found out that the
how much a spinning object twists after molecular sizing." piu:u, only have a few of them - and | technique also works in gas phases, ...
being nudged by light. Small molecules rh'h\dy you can still figure out what Initially, we assumed it would be
spin fast and scramble the light more. Big | Playing jigsaw the full picture looks like,” Wang said, to apply [it] in turbulent
maolecules spin slowly and keep it They tested their microscope using a This idea underpins the team's such as within a flame,
," Lihong Wang, director of the lecule called f o N which can reconstruct the full | said study co-lead Wang of Caltech.
Caltech Optical Imaging Laboratory and Fluorescein is a food colouring dye. pktuuﬁmnwrylmmummn The team observed black carbon
who the study, said, So by Fluorescein-dextran is used to monitor d the P particles in flames through the
measuring how fast a molecule ¢l blood flow, drug delivery, and tissue and " The DMD the scene “Our data in the gas phase
the properties of light, they could cell labelling, These fluorescent molecules | into a random jigsaw pattern from which | turmed out to work excellently and the
determine its size. come in the form of powders. The ers can extract information about | molecule size matches ... experimental
The Egyptian-American chemist scientists blended them with water and the full picture. observation well," Peng said.
Ahmed Zewail from Caltech was the first used clean pipettes to pour dxvpl of these The light finally passes through a streak This new imaging technique could help
to measure particle motion at supershort | samples into cuvettes (clear, tube that converts the photons in light o bﬁmvhullupmcenal transform
time scales. This work allowed his team to | rectangular tubes for hol liquid electrons, h, disease d
observe chemical reactions as they sumples).\Then they turned to ultrashort A phosphor screen collects these drug design, and nanomaterial
happened for the first time, He was pulses from a laser. These lasers aren't electrons as they sweep across it and fabrication, among others.
awarded the Nobel Prize for chemistry in unlike those used in LASIK and cataract creates a pattern of streaks, The streak wnmluimrhaﬁrdnmuknu
1999, surgeries, The laser sheet slices through pattern reveals the pulse durati J unnati
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Deep-brain stimulation: nudging neurons

Vasudevan Mukunth

Deep-brain stimulation (DBS) is a
medical technique where doctors
implant electrodes deep inside specific
areas of the brain to treat certain
disorders, These electrodes are
connected by wires to a small device,
similar to a heart's pacemaker, which is
usually placed undu the skin in the
upper chest, The device sends

mild electri
targeted brain regions, helping ld]uu
abnormal brain activity or chemical
imbalances.

DBS is most commonly used for
movement disorders, especially in
people with Parkinson's disease,
essential tremor, and dystonia, whose
symptoms no longer respond well to
medication. It has also been approved
for some psychiatric conditions like
obsessive-compulsive disorder, and is
being studied for severe depression and
epilepsy.

Technically, DBS works by modifying
how groups of neurons talk to each

The vagus nerve can be stimulated to manage
epllepsy, ManUS (CC BY-SA]

effects are reversible: if you tumn off the
device, the stimulation stops. While the
exact ways DBS works are still not fully
undmlood itis believed to help

brain circuits at

other. Many of these involve
faulty electrical signals in the brain,
Delivering electrical pulses through DBS
can interrupt these erratic signals,
helping reduce symptoms such as
tremors or muscle stiffness. The amount
and pattern of stimulation can be

both the cellular and network levels.
More than 1.6 lakh people worldwide
have received DBS.

precisely adjusted by doctors or, to some For feedback and
extent, by patients themselves using for ‘Science’, please write to
external programmers. sclence@thehindu.co.in
. One advantage of DBS is that, unlike with the subject ‘Dally page’
Humboldt penguins at the Punta San Juan reserve In Peru, where o decline in the population of guano birds, sea lions, and penguins Is currently alarming sclentists, REUTERS brain surgery that destroys tissue, its |
CM S D ) - - . | N B ) [ T
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The need for doctor-led innovation

he world of medicine is

changes, medical professionals

increasingly shape the future of
healthcare, while doctors are
largely confined to their roles as
service providers, rather than
creators of new medical solutions.
This paradigm needs to change if
we are to foster the next
generation of medical
breakthroughs and solve the
pressing challenges of our time.

‘Why doctors must innovate
Medical professionals, with their
deep understanding of patient
care, dlinical workflows, and

Consultantin Despite these challenges, grants, and infrastructure support,
Infectious Diseases, successful examples of doctors while incubatars such as the
Apolio Hospital, who have become deep-tech Centre for Cellular and Molecular
Chennai, entrepreneurs show that Platforms, Venture Center, and the
and Lead Strategist, combining both areas is possible. Bangalore Bioinnovation Centre,
QuorumVeds While starting a clinic or e mentorship, research and
Consulting Services haspital is a form of development facilities, and
entrepreneurship, the primarily financial assistance. The Make in
focus is on conventional service India initiative supports MedTech
delivery rather than disrupti P by p g local
innovation. While clinics and manufacturing, reducing reliance
haspitals enhance healthcare on im| , and offering
access, they do not fundamentally | incentives such as tax hzneﬁts and
transform medical practice. True tawngthapprwzhfm'
Dbty involves ping of medical
National Scientific new treatment methods, medical devices. Academic mlﬂmntiuns
Co-ardinator, devices, or digital health solutions | with institutions such as the
Pharmacovigilance that redefine patient care. Indian Institutes of Technology

Programme of India

entrepreneurship. Medical array of supportive systems aimed
education is primarily clinical, at fostering lnnovmon md
leaving p ional P gowth. G

for the complexities of creating such as the Biotechnology
healthcare solutions, Many Industry Research Assistance
doctors also perceive innovation Council, Startup India, and Atal
as the domain of engineers. Innovation Mission offer funding,

This means medical cnl.legs
must introduce courses in

and the Indian Institute of Science
drive innovation through research

Decoding the Jan Suraaj Party hype

The picture seems both encouraging and sobering for Prashant Kishor's party

STATE OF PLAY

Sanjay Kumar
Chandrachur Singh

ast year, Prashant Kish-

or transitioned from

his consultant role into
the dynamic arena of electoral
politics. With Bihar going to
the polls in October, it will be
intriguing to observe how a
strategist, believed to have
masterminded some impor-
tant political successes, will
perform when he contests an
election himself.

Mr. Kishor, leader of the Jan
Suraaj Party (JSP), poims out
four factors which makes the
BJP a formidable electoral
force: its Hindutva ideology
that serves as lan-

Badlav (Bihar Change)’ cam-
paign is receiving traction.
The messaging is positive: Bi-
har doesn't need to wait for
Delhi’s permission to prosper;

possil
needs is leadership that be-
lieves in those possibilities.
This seems to be resonating
with some voters. This narra-
tive is distinct from the BIP'’s
lism and the traditi

village in Bihar and JSP has Mr.
Kishor's strategic mind. Will
that be enough to challenge
the NDA and the
Mahagathbandhan?

Another important chal-
lenge for the JSP is about how
the party will be able to chal-
lenge dynastic heirs such as
Tejashwi Yadav and Chirag
Paswan. What makes Mr. Ya-
dav particularly formidable is
his younger age, party’s or-
ganisational strength, and ex-
perience. His welfare promis-
es are specific and credible
because he has the organisa-
tional capacity to deliver
them. His focus on employ-
ment and migration directly
addresses voters’ primary
concerns. And his consistent
to Nitish Kumar's

al O ition's  criticism.

chor, Narendra Modi's grand

Whether it is enough remains
to be seen.

Third, pricking a hole in the
BJP's  beneficiary schemes
may be tedious. When a farm-
er gets his PM Kisan install-
ments, or when a woman gets
her Ujjwala gas connection, or
when a family gets healthcare
through Ayushman Bharat,
they are not just receiving be-
nefits; they are entering into a
relationship with the govern-
ment that makes them stake-
holders in its success. Can the
JSP's promise be enough to at-
tract the voters to vote for it?

Fourth, the ability of the
JSP to match the BJP's and
RID's organisational structure

treatment protocols, are ideally entrepreneurship, ,and | partnerships. The India Health narrative of India becoming a
positioned to drive innovation. dxgllzl health. The curriculum Fund, supported by Tata Trusts, global suj r, the crea-
Healthcare systems worldwide are ial | finances i ions in tion of millions of direct benef-
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alliance-hopping has given
him a reputation for stability
that the JSP, as a new entrant,
cannot claim. The BJP may
find it difficult to put up a
young face given its present
leadership in Bihar, but JIU)
might prop up a young face
such as Nitish Kumar's son
Nishant Kumar or Manish Ver-
ma, a former IAS officer.

At this moment, the picture
seems encouraging as the JSP
is generating discussion and
media attention, but also so-
bering, since Mr. Kishor may
turn out to be an influential
voice rather than a decisive
force. Ina nted electo-
ral landscape, the JSP might
eventually end up being a

needs to be looked at. The JSP h‘:gmnhrifmilh:rmxjurd
has been able to create some | liance achieves a clear majori-
ground level connects via its | ty. This could provide it with
leaders’ padyatra, but this will | disproportionate influence re-
bepmwxestpamcuhrlyclm lative to its electoral perfor-
er to el The BjPded | mance and create opportuni-
NDA has l‘mandal resources, | ties for future growth.

RSS volunteers, sophisticated

data analytics, and technologi- Sanjay Kumar is a Professar at the
cal infrastructure that can mi- cmnfumqw\g
cro-target individual voters. 9 Singhisa
The RJD has decades of organ- Professor of Poditionl Science at Hindu
isational depth and esta- College, University of Delhi. Views
blished networks across every expressed are personal

Bihar’s migrants lack SIR documents

A recent survey shows that about 70% of migrant res

DATA POINT

Anindita Adhikari
Rajendran Narayanan
n June 24, 2025, the Elec-
0 tion Commission of India
(ECI) announced a month-
| Intensive Revision

(SIR) in Bihar. The smzd purpose
of the exercise, to the
Chief Election Commissioner, was

to "ensure that no eligible citizen is
left out while no ineligible person
is included in the electoral roll”.
Further, anyone whose name was
not in the 2003 electoral roll was
required to submit at least one of 11
specified documents “as probative
evidence of eligibility, including
presumption of citizenship”. This
implied that Biharis below the age
of 40 years would have to fill fnnm
and produce d

The recent survey was conduct-
ed a week ago by 29 student volun-
teers. Calls were attempted to 1,411
workers of which the survey was
completed for 338 workers. This is
not a statistically representative
survey but it sheds strong light on
the documentation deficits faced
by migrants and their risks of be-
ing disenfranchised.

About 95% of the surveyed
workers were males who average
age was 34 years. The majority
were employed as factory or con-
struction workers, and the median
earnings were 114,500 per month.
There was a near-perfect match
between the share of Other Back-
ward Classes in our sample (28.4%)
and the share in the 2022 Bihar
caste census. Scheduled Caste
workers are 3% points under-re-
presented in our sample, and
thase in the ‘general’ category are
in our sample by

*“prove” their citizenship to be dg
ible to vote. Aadhaar, ration cards,
voter identity cards (issued by the
ECI) - which are most commonly
available - are not among the 11
documents. Ten petitions are chal-
lenging the SIR order in the Su-

preme Court on grounds that the
SlR order will disenfranchise lakhs
of people. A key constituent that is
at risk of such disenfranchisement
are migrants. Estimates suggest
that there are more than 74 lakh

8% puinu There is near-perfect
parity in religious distribution in
our sample and the 2011 Census.

Lack of awareness

Out of 219 respondents to the
question on what documents were
needed under SIR, 68% did not
have accurate information, The af
fidavit filed by the ECImJuIyZl
mentions that the body has

adequate steps in making onlinc
options available for migrants to

out-of State migrants from Bihar. submit enumeration forms. Ho-
wever, as Chart 1 shows, 75% of
The study migrants had never heard of the
Thmmmnﬂaoﬂhcsmpm- portal, and only two out of 248
cess, y of the 11 ified | had sut d the form online.
documents, and other challenges As per the SIR order, each
that migrants from Bihar are con- | booth-level officer must go door to

fronting in proving their eligibility
to vote, the Stranded Workers Ac-
tion Network (SWAN) conducted a
rapid phone survey. A report titled
“For a few documents more’ based
on the survey was released recent-
ly. SWAN is a volunteer-driven
platform that provided relief to ov-
er 36,000 migrants during the CO-
VID19 lockdown and released
three reports documenting the
multi-dimensional distress that
they had been put through.

@

door and visit at least three times
in case the house was found to be
locked. In our survey, only 53%
said that some official had visited
their house, while 23% said that no
official had visited, and 24% did
not know. Among those who said
some official had visited their
house, in 45% of the cases, the en-

rent picture compared to the ECI's
daims in its affidavit. Page 39 of
the ECI affidavit says that “13.89
crore residence certificates have
been issued from 2011 to 2025."
This is more than Bihar's estimat-
ed population of 13.7 crare. In our
sample, just 32 out of 338 respon-
dents have a residence certificate.
The affidavit further states that
more than 8,72 crore caste certifi-
cates have been issued in Bihar.
Charts 2 and 3 from our survey,
disaggregated for those who are in
Bihar right now and those away
from Bihar, show that about 35% in
our sample do not have any of the
11 SIR documents, while more than
8 out of 10 have voter ID and more
than 96% have Aadhaar. To reiter-
ate, the ECI makes the case against
using Aadhaar and voter ID, even
though these are most widely
available.

Questioning the exercise
Unsurprisingly, then, a large frac-
tion of the workers we spoke to
questioned the necessity of the SIR
and expressed a strong preference
for the older process of using Aad-
haar or existing voter IDs. One an-
gry migrant worker said, “Agar kisi
ke paas document nahin hai, toh
kahan jaayega? Gardan kaat ke leke
aayen kya (Where will somebody
go if they don't have documents?
Should they cut their heads and
bring it?).

Minarities felt increased vulner-
ability at having to repeatedly
prove their citizenship. One such
worker compared these eligibility
tests to "refreshing one's phone”.

Notwithstanding the impracti-
cality of such a hasty exercise, our
interactions with migrant workers
leads us to believe that the ongoing
SIR exercise will disenfranchise
lakhs of people. The survey sug-
gests that the SIR exercise must be
immediately revoked.

Anindsta Adhikart is @ Facalty, National Law

umeration form along with either School University of india, Bangalare.
Aadhurorvnmmwasulrzn Rajendran Narayanan is a Faculty, Azim

On the i iy Bargalore.
survey provides a drastically dm‘e part of the SWAN. Views are personal
B a a

ndents from Bihar had no awareness of which documents were required to prove citizenship

FROM THE ARCHIVES

@he M@ Findn.

FIFTY YEARS AGO JULY 28, 1975

Concerning complexiti

The data for the charts were sourced from a survey conducted by the
Stranded Action Network
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Chinese theory on height
of Everest

Tokyo, July 27: The exact height of the world's
highest peak Mount Everest is 8,848.13 metres
or 34 metres lower than the hitherto accepted
figure of 3,882 metres. This has been
determined by a team of Chinese surveyors and
czxmptxrsw'macmmpmledlhcmm
mmicdlhepuklanMay mrdmgmlﬁe
official Hsinhua News Agency which gave some
details of how the new height of Everest was
determined, in a Peking despatch on Thursday.
The report said the Chinese surveyors and

o hers working in the face of extremely
had fed in "

dacuments
®Canet

difficult condi
the national geodestic survey control network to

W ove Asdiaar card

Out o Biae

W itave vorer 1D

the east main and west Rongbuk glaciers on the
north slope of the mountain. They had carried
out triangular traverse astronomical and gravity
surveys at attitudes of 5,000 to 7,000 metres
above sea level and counter checked the precise
kvamrunﬁhemibﬂmmmmdlhe

y thus ng a reliable
control basis fnrdemmhll; the heg,hld
Everest.

Aﬁtnmrwylmpolehndbtm erected on

the summit and the thickness of the
d snow there d, the

surveyors and cartographers had proceeded to
conduct simultaneous observation and survey
from ten triangulation points located 7 to 21 km
from the summit at altitudes of 5,600 to 6,300
metres. This operation had resulted in a
complete set of data for mapping out the
geographical location and the height of the
peak.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JULY 28, 1925
Hand-spinning in Cochin
schools

Trichur, July 26: Mr. E. Ikkanda Wariar, B.A.,
B.L., M.L.C., will move the following resolution
in the ensuing occasions of the Cochin
Legislative Council: That this Council
recommends to the Government that in order
Ihzt hand-spinning be revived as a

industry among the people of
lhe State, the Department of Education may be
directed to lahnenmsarysmpnmmmdune 2
in
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Mobile towers to be Number of polio cases  Losses suffered by Number of persons Number of employees
installed in certain in Pakistan this year Himachal Pradesh evacuated in Turkey to be laid off by TCS
areas of Chhattisgarh  despite global efforts  since monsoon started due to wildfires this year
State-run Three more cases of polio were In ¥ crore. Since A wildfire India's largest
4 ‘m BSNL s l detected in Pakistan, raising the 1’5 the onset of 3 604 broke out in a l z 261 IT services
9 working on countrywide tally to 17. Pakistan monsoon in the forested area firm, Tata

a plan to install 4,000 new mobile towers
In Naxalite-affected areas of Chh h

is one of the last two countries in the
world, al ide Af where polio

the Minister of State for Telecom and Rural
Development Pemmasani Chandra Sekhar
said on Sunday. em

remains endemic. Despite efforts to
eradicate the virus, challenges such as
security issues have slowed progress. »n

State on June 20 till date, Himachal
Pradesh has suffered losses of over 71,500
crove, officials sald on Sunday. So far, 88
people have died and 35 have gone
missing In rain-related incidents. »n

between the Gursu and Kestel districts of
Bursa, home to much of Turkey's auto
Industry. Some 1,765 people in Bursa’s
Kestel district were evacuated, Agriculture
and Forestry Minister Yumakli said. »m

Consultancy Services (TCS), is set to lay off
about 2% of its global workforce this year,
with the majority of these impacted
belonging to middle and senior grades.
COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

How is India preparing against GLOF events?

Follow us o facebook.com/thehindu X X.com/the_hindu @ instagram.com/the_hindu

How many Glacial Lake Outburst Flood events has Nepal witnessed in recent times? What are the two most prominent types of glacial lakes found in the Indian Himalayan
Region? How is the National Disaster Management Authority mitigating risks associated with GLOF events?

EXPLAINER

Safi Ahsan Rizvi

The story so far:
n July 8, Nepal experienced a
catastrophic Glacial Lake
Outburst Floods (GLOF) event
which caused a flash flood
along the Lende river, flowing from Tibet
to Nepal, and washed away a China-built
friendship bridge. The bridge had
serviced the 10-year old inland container
port at Rasuwagadhi in Rasuwa (north of
Kathmandu). The catastrophe is also
reported to have made four Nepalese
hrydm-puwzr plants along the Bhote Koshi
river unusable, obliterating 8% of the
country’s power supply. With rising
temperatures and subsequent glacial
melt, the increased risk of GLOFs is
threatening life and property in the
i Himalayas.

Do trans-boundary watersheds
diminish possibilities of early
‘warning?

While Chinese authorities have as yet
refrained from confirming the cause,
most Nepalese scientists and officials
confirmed a GLOF event in Tibet, where a

supra-glacial lake had burst, diminishing
its surface area to 43 hec!am from 63

that neither did the Chinese authorities
provide an early warning, nor was there
an established system of doing so, despite
a recent increase in supra-glacial lakes on
the Tibetan side.

Hours later, on the same day, another
GLOF event occurred at a
moraine-dammed lake in the northern
part of the Mustang district in Nepal
(north-west of Kathmandu). Two months
before, two glacial lakes in the Humla
district (far-north corner of Nepal) had
witnessed significant GLOF events, while
in 2024, a GLOF in the Solukhumbu
district had destroyed the Thame village
in Nepal, the base camp for Mount
Everest climbers. The need for
lnm-boundary collaborations in setting
up early warning protocols seems
paramount, given that Nepal has lost
many lives and much infrastructure in
successive GLOF events.

Similar events have im N
regularly, including the GLOF in Cirenma
Co, a glacial lake, in Tibet in 1981, which
released 20 mem of water raising the
Bhote Koshi river by 30 metres. Several
decades later the same lake was reported
to have rejuvenated and was rated
high-risk. Other significant events include
the Digi Tsho GLOF event in 1985, and the
Tama Pokhari GLOF event in 1998. In
response, Nepal has conducted risk
mitigation works on the Imja Tsho and
Tsho Rolpa lakes by drawing down water
levels through artificial channels, a
challenging task at heights above 5,000
m, and has further plans to target halfa
dozen more at-risk glacial lakes.

What is the nature of GLOF risk for
India?

As per India’s National Remote Sensing
Centre, the Indian Himalayan Region
(IHR) is home to 11 river basins and
28,000 glacial lakes. There are two
prominent types of glacial lakes found in
the IHR. The first are supraglacial lakes,
formed in depressions on glaciers from
meltwater, highly prone to melting in the
summer months. The second are
moraine-dammed lakes, formed by
meltwater at the toe/snout of a glacier,
dammed by loose debris or ice-cores,
making them prone to sudden failure.

»

Almost two-thirds of GLOF events are

s 1w o avalsinces o Tandilic
and the remaining due to excessive
meltwater pressure on weak moraine
dams and earthquakes.

With 2023 and 2024 being the hottest
years on Earth, extreme temperatures in
smaller geographies have been higher,
thereby causing more glacial melt in
certain pockets, making some glacial
lakes highly risky.

In addition to rising heat, is the
problem of scale. 7,500 glacial lakes are
situated in India, with most above 4,500
metres in height, hence approachable for
surveys only during a short window in the
summer season. There are almost no
weather and water monitoring stations in
these regions due to inaccessibility, lack
of sustainability and cost, leaving this

risk largely un

The only credible means is measuring
growth in surface area via remote sensing
over periods of time, a measure which is
postHacto and provides little by way of
risk assessment or early warning of any
sort.

Additionally, vulnerability of the
immediate geography is critical to
determining the exact nature of risk. This
includes damage to homesteads,
livelihoods, biodiversity, bridges and
hydro-power projects along rivers that
relay GLOFs downstream. The South
Lhonak GLOF in 2023 in Sikkim wiped
out the $2 billion and 1250 MW generating
Chungthang dam and also intensified the
flash flood causing massive silting
downstream. Since then, the Central
Water Commission has found that the
Teesta riverbed has risen sevml metres,
significantly reducing its carrying

capacity and increasing the chances ofits
banks overflowing.

Besides the Sikkim GLOF, one of the
most damaging events in recent times was
the Chorabari GLOF in 2013, which
turned into a cascading disaster
accompanied by doudbursts and
landslides, known as the Kedarnath
catastrophe — causing hundreds of

casualties and billions in infs ture

Definite risk: The scuth-end of the Shako Cho Lake (5,200 m) in narth Sikkim. The south-end shows the weak debris that forms its moraine-dam. Nowa

damage.

How can India reduce GLOF risk?
The National Disaster

Ianchlides i an identified gap that needs
to be plugpd through this programme.
Another significant gap is the absence of
well-resourced Indian foundations and

Authority (NDMA) has markedly
accelerated its efforts to manage these
increasing risks. With respect to
mitigation, it has initiated a proactive shift
from mere post-disaster response to risk
reduction through its Committee on
Disaster Risk Reduction (CoDRR). This
national coordination brought
mgtha related central scientific
agencies, academic and research
institutions, and States/UTs to study,
monitor, warn, and mitigate GLOF risk in
India. As a result, the central government
finalised its first national programme of
$20 million, prioritising 56 at-risk glacial
lakes. The list has now been expanded to
195, categorised into four risk levels.
Following the expected award of the 16th
Finance Commission for the period
FY2027 to FY2031, there are plans to scale
up this programme, significantly.
Objectives of this programme are
five-fold — hazard assessment of each
at-risk lake; installing Automated Weather
and Water Stations (AWWS); establishi

technology providers in the
business of risk reduction in the
Himalayan cryosphere.
What is status of efforts?

Several mu}n institutional upadmam

couple of light-hearted tales for their
archives. One such expedition lost its way
in bad weather, and another had to leave
behind an expedition member in the
village as security so that the rest of the
expedition did not pollute the sacred lake
by entering its holy waters. These
episodes were evidence of the critical
need for community engagement, to
integrate the local community in
expeditions and the need to convince
residents of the credibility and sincerity
of the exercise.

The successful expeditions conducted
bathymetry to assess the volume of water
in the lakes; used Electrical Rasnsmty

hy (ERT) to und

Early Warning Systems (EWS)
downstream; mitigating risk by drawing
down water levels or building flow
through memion s(mcmms, and

tial
element of risk reduction. Undzr the
programme, States where glacial lakes are
resident were encouraged to take the lead
in sending scientific expeditions to 40 of
the highest at-risk lakes in the summer of
2024.

One of the critical parameters in the
exercise was to encourage Indian
technology, systems and scientific
expenne one of which is the science of

'y — the art of anal,
mmd\angcs in slope stability (upto a
centimetre) using remote sensing satellite
imagery as high as 10-metre resolution.
The near-ahsence of usage of this
scientific method to predict GLOFs and

- 1m

existence of ice-cores under
moraine-dams, a key reason for dam
breaks; and performed UAV and slope
surveys of surrounding land/ice forms.
Monitoring stations were installed at two
lakes in Sikkim, which relay weather and
water data every 10 minutes, with a daily
dose of pictures of both ends of the lake
and its shoreline. In subsequent
summers, States will be installing more
such systems, thereby overcoming an
oft-repeated data-gap in the IHR
cryosphere. In the absence of automated
early warning mechanisms, Indo Tibetan
Border Police (ITEP) deployments in high
reaches have been oriented towards the
role of manual early warning. After the
monsoon this year, States/UTs are gearing
up for anothtr round of expeditions.

Safi Ahsan Rizvi is an IPS officer and
adviser to the NDMA.
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As per India's National Remote
Sensing Centre, the Indian
Himalayan Region (IHR) is
home to 11 river basins and
28,000 glacial lakes.

-

The National Disaster
Management Authority (NDMA)
has markedly accelerated its
efforts to manage these
increasing risks. With respect to
mitigation, it has initiated a
proactive shift from mere
post-disaster response to risk
reduction through its
Committee on Disaster Risk
Reduction (CoDRR).

-

One of the critical parameters
In the exercise was to
encourage indian technology,
systems and sclentific
expertise, one of which is the
science of SAR interferometry.
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Was there a securi
crypto exchange CoinDCX?

REUTERS

ty breach at the

CoinDCX is a Financial Intelligence Unit (FIU) registered Indian cryptocurrency exchange founded in 2018. On July 19, CoinDCX reported financial

exposure of about $44 million but stressed that the incident was contained by isolating the affected account

Sahana Venugopal

The story so far:
n July 19, the crypto exchange
CoinDCX updated users that
one of its internal accounts
had been “compromised.” The
company’s executives reassured panicked
investors and traders that their assets
were safe and that access to their crypto
would not be cut off. Despite assurances,
many CoinDCX customers moved to
withdraw their assets, perceiving the
event could turn into something like the
WazirX hack last year.

What happened to CoinDCX?

CoinDCX is a Financial Intelligence Unit
(FIU) registered Indian cryptocurrency
exchange founded in 2018 by Neeraj
Khandelwal and Sumit Gupta, now
counting over 1.6 crore registered users,
On July 19, the exchange shared that one
of its “internal operational accounts, used
solely for liquidity provisioning on a
partner exchange, was compromised due
to a sophisticated server breach.” Mr.
Khandelwal clarified this involved
unauthorised access to an operational hot
(virtually connected) wallet on a partner
exchange.

CoinDCX reported financial exposure
of about $44 million but stressed that the
incident was contained by isolating the
affected account, which was segregated
from the company's customer wallets,
The exchange further added that the
exposure was limited to that amount
alone and that it would be fully absorbed
by CoinDCX through its own reserves.

“The incident has been formally
reported to CERT In, and we are actively
working with leading blockchain forensics
firms and ecosystem partners to trace the
attacker and recover assets,” said
CoinDCX in its Incident Report, and
provided information about the

cross-chain movement of the stolen

assel
The company also announced a

recovery bounty programme.

How were CoinDCX users impacted
by the hack?
CoinDCX repeatedly stressed that

unaffected by the hack, as they were
placed in segregated, cold w:
challenging for attackers to by
company also stated that trading, rupee
deposits, and rupee withdrawals

irresponsible and could have caused
unnecessary panic,” said co-founder
Sumit Gupta,

Other CoinDCX users raised
complaints about temporary price drops
for certain assets, as well as some tokens
being under maintenance, which the
company also addressed,

How are the CoinDCX and WazirX
hacks different?

]Lm a little over a year ago, on July 18,
2024, WazirX was targeted by North
Immm cyber-thieves. That day,

remained fully functional throughout the
period. However, some customers
complained that their withdrawal
requests took time to be processed,
sparking fears that their funds had been

“oi 's founding partner
Mridul Gupta said that “operational
challenges caused by high withdrawal
volumes during non-banking hours™ had
led to some delays but denied allegations
of a freeze. The company later confirmed
that all withdrawal requests had been
successfully processed.

While crypto withdrawals are not
possible for everyone using CoinDCX, this
is a pre-existing situation that is part of
the company's risk policy and was not
caused by the hack itself.

Furthermore, the exchange faced
accusations of a 17-hour-long delay when
it came to updating customers about the
hack, CoinDCX defended its actions and
said it needed to have all the information
issuing a statement to customers
but said investigating agencies were
immediately informed and onboarded.

“Our first priority is always to act, not
just to speak. Before making a public
statement, we had to ensure the threat
was fully contained, our platform was
secure, and all customer funds were safe,
Communicating with incomplete or
unverified information would have been

Iti wallet that the WazirX
exchange was managing with the
company Liminal was exploited, leading
to the loss of assets worth over $230
million. This was far greater than the
losses up(nrlud by CoinDCX; WazirX
customers' assets were directly affected
by this breach,

After much delay and confusion,

VazirX blocked users” access to their
crypto for an indefinite period of time
and acknowledged significant ko
contrast, CoinDCX has stressed that it is
business as usual for the exchange, noting
on X that its annual revenue exceeds
1,100 crore,

WazirX customers demanded that the
company use its own profits or funds to
cover losses, but the company said this
was not possible, citing an ownership
dispute with the international crypto
exchange Binance. WazirX further
decided to carry out its legal restructuring
exercise in Singapore, WazirX users have
not been able to access their locked up
crypeo for over a year and are set to vote
for a second time on the amended
Scheme of Arrangement. This comes after
the first proposed restructuring plan was
rejected by the Singapore High Court.

Both WazirX and CoinDCX were
criticised for delays in informing their
customers about their respective hacks,

What is the lesson for crypto
investors in India?

Investors in India should remember that
crypto trading is a largely unregulated
activity in the country; even users of
centralised, FIU-registered exchanges can
expect little to no support from the Indian
authorities in case of a crisis such as a
security breach.

Satnam Narang, Senior Staff Research
Engineer at Tenable, explained that if
users want full control of their coins, they
should consider self-custody options like
an offline, hardware cold wallet they
directly control. Even here, due diligence
is required in order to buy only trusted
hardware wallets from legitimate sellers,
according to him.

“As more and more exchanges have
been set up across the world, we have
seen reports of attacks targeting smart
contract flaws or other ways to steal funds
from these exchanges including but not
limited to social engineering, theft of
credentials or private keys or targeting a
third-party company that works with the
targeted onganisation,” said Mr. Narang,
noting that the CoinDCX hack was one of
the largest cryptocurrency breaches since
the attack against WazirX last year.

He highlighted that when crypto prices
go up, there is also a rise in attacks against
both exchanges and customers. Mr,
Narang said that traders storing coins on
Lrwm exchanges should use multifactor

ication and strong g is, or
store their coins securely offline, if

s an old adage in the
cryptocurrency space thal
keys, not your crypto/coins”
users store their rryplncunl'my onan
exchange, those coins don't necessarily
belong to them because the exchange
could ban their account or an exchange
hack could lead to the loss of coins,”
explained Mr. Narang.
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THE DAILY QUIZ

send in your answers to

allyquizgthehindu.co.in

A quiz on the 112th edition of the Tour De France cycle race that concluded on Sunday

AV, Ramanan Poel (Stage 2), and Remco
Evenepoel (Stage 57

n LS

QUESTION 1 QUESTION 4

By winning an Sunday,
Slovenia's Tadef Pogacar
h

Apart from getting the

ined five other

with four or more

titles, Who was the last ssification?

rider to win four titles? L

[N QUESTION 5

QUESTION 2 In & rare change after the
This year's stage winners | start of the event, Stage 19
came from nine different was cut from 130km to

nationalities. Riders
which nan-European tegorised climbs

country claimed Stage

wins prior to scific reason?
Stage on July 27 1S

1S QUESTION &
QUESTION 3 What was common to
Vihat unfortunate Stages 4,7, 12, and 13

distinction Is common to before the ceremonial

Stage winners Philipser

(Stage 1), Mathieu van der | Sunday?

cM™
K

yellow jersey, which other
did Pogacar win for
g the mountains

n, with two planned

ped, because of what

finish with Stage 21 on

.
Visual question:
Name this champion who consigned Pogacar to the runner-up spots in 2022 and 2023, 47

Questions and Answers to the
July 25 edition of the dally quiz:
1. On July 25, 2007, this woman was
SWOrm-in to the top post in the
country. Ans: Pratibha Patil

2. The reasan why World
Embryologst Day is celebrated
every year on July 25. Ans: To
mark the birth of the world's
first test tube baby

3. This woman astronaut became
the first woman to perform this
activity in space. Ans: Svetiana
Yevgenyevna Savitskaya and
space walk

4. Air France flight 4590 crashed in
2000 here. Ans: Parls

5. The painting which is not one of
Thomas Eakins' Ans: Blue Dancers
Visual: identify this iconic movie
and its director. Ans: Sleepless in
Seattle; Nora Ephron

Early Blrds: KN, Viswanathan|
Piyali Tuli| Tamal Biswas| Tito
Shiladitya| G. Pavithra

KNOW YOULR ENGI

I flirted with
the idea of
moving away

He hurled the bag at his friend for
not doing chores around the
house while he was away

S. Upendran

Is it okay to say “flirt with an idea'? ().
Preethi, Kanpur)

When you flirt with another person, you
are making it clear that you are attracted
to the individual - at least, temporarily, In
other words, you are not being very
serious about the matter.

It is also possible to flirt with an idea.
When you do this, you are merely toying
with an idea. For example, you could flirt
with the idea of buying an expensive car.
When you do this, you consider buying
one, but do not really put your heart and
soul into it. You do not surf the Net about
the types of cars available, the price, etc.
You are not very serious about it; so much
50, the very idea of buying a new car
disappears after a short time.

When my uncle was young, he flirted
with the idea of starting a school,

My daughter flirted with the idea of
moving to Bengalurw. After driving in the
city, she decided against it.

Which is correct? Sense of belonging
or sense of bel ess? (A, Ishaq)
Both expressions are acceptable, and
both have, more or less, the same
meaning. Native speakers of English,
however, employ ‘sense of belonging’
much mare frequently than ‘sense of
belongingness’. When we settle in a new
place ~ perhaps, within our own country
or somewhere abroad - what is it that we
all wish for? We would like the members
of the community to welcome us and
accept us with open arms. This feeling of
inclusion that we have, makes us feel that
we are part of the community. The
relationships we build over time make us
happy, and give us a sense of belonging.

Playing cricket with my friends, gives
me a strong sense of belongingness.

What is the difference between
‘throw’ and ‘hurl’? (S, Mayank)
In both cases, you have something in your
hand, swing your arm back, and release
the object into the air. The difference
between ‘throw’ and 'hurl’ (rhymes with
‘curl” and ‘pearl”) is the manner in which
you release the object, “Throw', which is
the general term, can be used to suggest
that the object is being released gently or
with force, For example, when we throw
a ball to a child, we do so gently, for we do
not want the child to get hurt. When we
are playing cricket, and the batsman sets
off for a quick single, we throw the ball
with some heat on it - in other words, we
throw it with tremendous force. The act
of throwing doesn’t always imply
emotion. This is not the case with ‘hurl’;
you usually hurl something at someone
because you are angry with the
individual; and because you are angry,
you throw whatever it is in your hand
with a great deal of force. The intent in
this case is to hurt the individual.
upendrankye@gmail.com

Word of the day
Logy:

stunned or confused and slow to react (as from
blows or drunkennass or exhaustion)

Synonyms: dazed, foggy, groggy, stuporous

Usage: ater anly o few hours of sleep, she
wake up logy.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/logypro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: fovgy/

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context’
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Vaishali R. Venkat

1am a retired bank officer aged

70. 1 have a health insurance

policy with a coverage of W
lakh under a special scheme of IBA (In-
dian Bankers Association). The maxi-
mum coverage for family is ¥4 lakh un-
der the scheme. Top-up to a maximum
of ¥5 lakh is available. [ want to have a
coverage of minimum 220 lakh for me
and my wife. Kindly advise.
M. GOPINATHAN

The policy, which you have

currently, might be a group

health insurance policy de-
signed for retired bank staff. The poli-
cy might not be customisable or might
be subject to negotiations between IBA
and unions. Against this backdrop, it is
advisable to take a separate individual
health policy, in addition to your bank
policy, with a basic coverage (Sum In-
sured) of ¥5 lakh. If you cannot afford
this additional individual base policy,
you can go with your bank policy itself.
But, having a individual health policy
has more benefits.
For a coverage of up to 220 lakh, you
can buy a supertop up health insu-
rance policy, with a deductible of 5
lakh, if you purchase an individual
base policy for this amount. If you
prefer to use only the bank policy, then
your deductible amount for the super
top-up policy must be ¥4 lakh only.
There are two top-up policies available
in the market viz. top-up and super
top-up.
Both are completely different. For a
complete understanding about the dif-
ference between the two policies, you
can refer to the Moneywise article tit-
led “Top-up vs. super top-up’ dated
March 17, 2025. The premium cost for
the super-top up health insurance pol-
icy is costly when compared with the
top-up policy. Still, for your age, it is
advisable to buy the super top-up pol-
icy to avail maximum benefits. Most
health insurance companies offer both
the policies, but you need to be careful
to check whether you are really buying
the super top-up policy. You can also
buy an individual health insurance
base policy with the Sum Insured of
220 lakh but that is highly expensive,
and we would not suggest it.

1am 73 years old. I want to sell

my 4-cent land purchased in

2007. What will be my tax lia-
bility under the Income Tax Act.
SIVANANDAN

In the Union Budget 2024-

2025, presented on July 23,

2024, Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said longterm
capital gains on all financial- and non-
financial assets will attract a tax rate of
12.5%. However, in her Budget speech,
she did not explicitly mention that the
reduced 12.5% (from the earlier 20%)
tax rate on LTOGs is without the index-
ation benefit.
Later, on August 7, 2024, the Finance
Bill 2024 was passed in the Lok Sabha
with an amendment that gave a relaxa-
tion to the new capital gains tax on real
estate. The amendment was intro-
duced after widespread criticism from
various corners, incl Opposition
parties and tax professionals. As per
the amendment, individuals or Hindu
Undivided Families (HUFs) who pur-
chased houses or other immovable
property before July 23, 2024, have
two options regarding the treatment of
long-term capital gains and they can
choose any one option that is suitable
for them. First option is they can
choose to pay straight 12.5% tax on the
capital gains without claiming the in-
dexation benefit. Or the second option
is that they can choose to pay 20% tax
on capital gains, after claiming the in-
dexation benefit.
Further, according to the Income Tax
Act and as per the Union Budget 2024-
25, if you have owned an immovable
property (land) for more than two
years (24 months), then it is consi-
dered a long-term asset. In your case,
you have purchased the land in 2007
and therefore, if you earn capital gains
by selling the land, it will be consi-
dered Long Term Capital Gain (LTCG).
Since you have purchased before the
July 23, 2024 window, you can choose
any one of the tax rates - 12.5% on cap-
ital gains without indexation or 20%
on capital gains with indexation bene-
fit. The choice is yours.
(The writer is an NISM & CRISIL-certi-
fied wealth manager)

Send queries an perscnsl finance and
investing to the moneywise@thehindu co.in
D, Qur experts in personal finance will
respond to sedect queries, but will not give
specific recommendations for investment
in a particular mutual fund, share or fived
depasit
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CLIMATE OF SAFETY

Tarun Mathur

n the span of a few
days, Himachal Pra-
desh was battered
by over 20 flash
floods, series of landslides,
and cloudbursts, events
that upended daily life and

part of an unsettling pat-

Parametric cover Is
finding applications
across ransportation,
manufacturing and even
livestock farming where
claim delays can lead to
financial stress

damaged critical infras- tude or wind speed cross-
tructure in the State. ing destructive limits.
Events like these are now  Payouts are triggered auto-

matically, based on inde-

tern. The return period for  pendently-verified data,
such catastrophic weather  and given within hours.
events is shortening, mak-

ing them more frequem, How it works

At its core, parametric in-
surance is a simple propo-

India’s emerging shield
against the climate crisis

As extreme events become more frequent and harder to predict, conventional insurance models
need a fundamentally different approach : parametric insurance offers an alternative

Globally, countries in
Africa, the Pacific Islands,
and even UK. have used
parametric products to
cover evervthing from
droughts and floods to
cyvclone winds

income during weather ex-
tremes, without requiring
damage i

ILLUSTRATION: SAINATH B.

faults and maintain liveli-
hoods. Globally, countries
in Africa, the Pacific Is-
lands, and even the UK.
have used parametric pro-
ducts to cover everything
from droughts and floods
to cyclone winds and flood
depths. The examples
prove such insurance
works across contexts,

‘What India needs next
Parametnc msurance has
 its ability to

Even in emerging sec-
tors like renewable energy,
such insurance has a role
to play. A solar power firm
operating in Rajasthan can
link its policy to solar irra-
diance data. If sunlight

deliver fast, transparent re-
lief when climate volatility
strikes. The  building
blocks are already in
place-robust climate data,
digital delivery platforms,
and early success stories

How about
a relatable
risk metric?

THINKINVESTOR

AMCs must disclose risk
metric in a way we can relate
to information provided. The
metric must be standardised
for comparison among peer
equity funds with track
record not new fund offers

Yenkatesh Bangaruswamy

Processed foods typically mention
saturated and transfat per serving. But
how will you know whether, say, 20
gram of saturated fat per 100 gram
serving is too much? You could face a
similar situation with investment
products. In this article, we discuss
whether asset management
companies (AMCs) can disclose risk
associated with their mutual funds as
a relatable metric.

Relatable risk

What if we are informed that burning
fat from consuming ice cream would
require us to walk, say, five kilometers
at a speed of six kilometers per hour?
That way, we can relate to the effort
needed to keep good health and yet
enjoy such food.

Can we apply a similar argument to
investment products?

There are several issues to consider.
For one, individuals have different life
goals and different time horizons for
the same goal. For another, the impact
of a shortfall in a portfolio at the end
of the time horizon may be different
for everyone. Therefore, presenting a
standardised set of information could
be challenging when you are investing
to achieve a life goal.

Consider large-cap active funds.
The riskometer categorises such funds
as high risk. But what does that mean
when you are investing to finance
your child's college education or
making down payment for a house?
Note that being conservative and not
taking risk could also lead to failure of
life goals, unless you significantly
increase your savings. It will be easier

jor natural disasters since  sition: it pays out when a  hours drop significantly  across agriculture, energy, if AMCs disclose a standardised metric
1900 with almost half of preagreed index thresh-  below expected levels fora  and disaster-prone geogra- in relation to your goal. Suppose you
them occurring after  old is breached. given month, payouts will  phies. What's needed now assume that a fund must give 12%
2000. A clear pattern is These thresholds, such  compensate for lost out- s scale - and a clear fra- annual return (referred to as
emerging: climate volatili-  as rainfall below a certain ~ put. When climate-linked  mework to finance it. minimum acceptable return or MAR)
ty and global warming are  level or temperatures disruptions strike, liquidi- In 2024, Nagaland be- to help you achieve your goal. The
accelerating and with  above a critical mark, are  ty is needed immediately-  came the first Indian state riskometer could show the frequency
them, scale and complexi- based on verified data tobuy seeds, cover interest  to purchase multi-year pa- during the last 5, 7, 10 years and since
ty of economic disruption.  from sources like the India  costs, and quickly restore  rametric cover for land- inception when the fund gave a return
Between 2019 and 2023 Meteorological ~ Depart-  working capital. Paramet-  slides and extreme rainfall, lower than 12%.
alone, India suffered over ment, NASA MERRA or ric models remove subjec:  using disaster mitigation That could give a perspective of
$56 billion in losses from  other accredited global sa-  tivity and replace it with  funds. Other States now how risky the fund is in relation to the
weather-related disasters.  tellite systems. Everything,  automation. have the green light to act goal you want to achieve. Note risk is
That's nearly a quarter of  from trigger to payout, is pre-emptively. defined as the possibility of earning
all climate losses in the defined upfront. Where it's working India must treat para- returns lower than MAR in any year,
Asia-Pacific during the This is finding applica- Parametric insurance is al-  metric insurance as essen- as that may lead to goal failure. A fund
same period and the high-  tion across transportation, ready being deployed  tial climate infrastructure, can assume a stan ised return
est in South Asia by far. manufacturing and even  across India and beyond.  much like UPI did for pay- regardless of your goals; for MAR is
As extreme events be-  livestock farming where In parts of Rajasthan and ments. That means ex- the expected return on equity as an
come both more frequent  claim delays can hugely UP, a pilot protected thou-  panding data networks, asset class.
and harder to predict, con-  compound financial stress. of women smallhol-  encouraging  State-level
ventional insurance mo- A microfinance institu-  der farmers from drought.  adoption, and embedding Conclusion
dels need a fundamentally  tion in Jharkhand, for in- It used a water balance in-  smart cover into public dis- AMCs should disclose risk metric in a
different approach stance, could structure a  dex and delivered payouts  aster response. In a future way we can relate to the information
7 ric i ic policy that au-  automatically when water  shaped by climate uncer- . The metric must be
offers an alternative built mmauml}y covers loan re-  availability dropped below  tainty, it offers something standardised for comparison among
for speed and clarity. It payments for small farm-  a defined threshold. When  rare viz. speed, trust and fi- peer funds. The above argument
pays out the moment a ers if rainfall during the sowing conditions fail on  nancial resilience when it applies to equity funds with track
fined threshold is sowing season falls below rainfall deficits or extreme  matters most. record, not to new fund offers.
ached — rainfall cross: 300 mm or temperatures  temperatures, the poa.dy: (The writer is co-founder (The author offers training
ing a certain mark, seismic  cross 40°C. triggers loan support & CBO, Policybazaar for Bu- programmes for individuals to manage
activity above a set magni- This would help protect  ing borrowers avoid de-  siness) their personal investments)
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After over a decade of wandering and uncertainty, the Kodarvi tribe returned to their village this July
a truce with the Dabhi tribe that had pushed them out of their lands in a tradition called

Abhtnzy Deshpande reports from Gujarat’s Banaskantha district on how the police
1ent between communities and the rebuilding of their Ih.m B

The return
of the native

C:ﬁ 0

Ika Kodarvi smiles shyly when asked

about her wedding plans. Sitting on a

rusted iron cot in a newly built house

at Mota Pipodara, a quiet village
tucked away in Gujarat's Banaskantha district
near the Rajasthan border, she hides her face be-
hind her palms. “Maybe in a month or two,” she
says blushing, glancing towards her partner, Bho-
jabhai. “If he agrees”

For the 27-year-old mother of a 2-year-old boy
and her partner, both from a tribal community,
marriage is not the beginning of their story - it's
just another chapter in a life shaped by survival
and exile. Since 2019, the couple has lived togeth-
er, raising a son without registering their bond as
a marriage. “For us, marriage is just a ritual,” Al
ka says matter-of-factly. "We liked each other and
decided to live together.”

Both are from the Kodarvi tribe, which had
been exiled in 2014 after another tribe, following
a tradition called chadotaru, had forced them out
from their traditional lands. After over a decade
of wandering and uncertainty, the Kodarvis re-
turned to their native village earlier this month,
following a hard-earned truce between commun-
ities and crucial support from the district police.

Among the Kodarvis — and in many tribal
groups — ancestral villages are more than just a
place to live. They are central to rites of passage
like marriage and death. Couples marry only in
their native village where houses lie scattered
across agricultural fields. People are buried there
too. So, when Bhojabhai lost his home in the vil-
lage, he also lost the ground on which a wedding
could take place. Now, he has regained it.

Chadotaru and its

In much of urban India, living together without
marriage remains a taboo, and finding rental
housing or even a hotel room while travelling as
an unmarried couple is almost impossible. But
for Alka, Bhojabhai, and many belonging to the
Kodarvi and other tribal communities rooted in
the remote stretches of the Aravali mountain
range, life has always followed different rules -
some Iibemnng, others oppressive.

Back in 2014, nearly 300 people from 29 Ko-
darvi families fled their homes in Mota Pipodara
in the dead of night. Taking only what they could
carry, they left their houses, livestock, and fields
behind after the Dabhi tribe from the same vil-
lage had declared chadotaru against them.

In Gujarat, chadotaru is a tribal tradition of in-
formal justice that carries the weight of ven-
geance, often targeting entire families or com-
munities when one of their members is accused
of a grave offence, such as murder, sexual assault
or an extramarital affair,

The declaration followed the killing of a Dabhi
man, allegedly by someone from the Kodarvi

ity. “The victim, bhai, was stoned
to death, and the villagers said it was Rajubhai
Kodarvi who did it following a drunken brawl in
the middle of the night on April 6, 2014, He was
arrested and chadotaru took place for days,” the
police say.

In Gujam 's tribal belts and in Rajasthan, cha-
dotaru still influences the way disputes are re-
solved. Traditionally, it involved el
ders or panches (elected members) coming
together to mediate and reconcile differences
through mutual agreement. But over time, this
custom has morphed into a harsh practice: im-
posing hefty monetary penalties, forcing exiles,
and threatening violence.

Once a chadotaru is declared, the clan pre-
pares for confrontation -~ women and children
lead the procession while the others follow,
armed with swords, sticks, and whatever wea-
pons they can gather. The beating of dhol-nagara
(traditional drums) signals their advance as they
move toward the rival clan's homes to strike.

“When chadotaru is declared, the entire com-
munity of the accused is often forced to pay the

.

My ASP
(Nala) and
her team

began
identifying
the
displaced
families,
reaching out
to them.
They held
several
rounds of
discussions
with the
panch
AKSHAY RAJ
MAKWANA
Supesintendent of
Police,

Banaskantha
district

amount awarded by the panch, or flee,” Assistant
Superintendent of Police (Danta division) Suman
Nala explains. “Their homes are vandalised,
crops torched, and cattle either looted or left to
stray." In cases of murder, blood money is de-
manded. If unpaid, violence may follow.

A casual conversation
Alka is Nala's cook. In a casual conversation, Nala
remembers asking how often Alka visited her sas-
wral (in-laws’ home). What followed left Nala
stunned. “I've never seen my sasural,” Alka had
told her. She went on to explain that her partn-
er's clan had been ostracised after chadotaru was
declared against them. It not only forced the
into exile, but also st 1 their so-
cial and economic fabric.

Since then, the families had been scattered.
Many ended up as daily wage labourers in Danta,
Palanpur, Surat, and other places in Gujarat,
earning barely ¥200-2300 a day. Meeting each
other became rare; survival became routine,

Bhojabhai was married to Niluben over two
decades ago in that same village. The couple has
four children. “Haan, unke do hain, aur hum
khushi se rehte hain (Yes, he has two partners,
and we live happily together),” Alka says.

Bigamy or polygamy remains a practice in sev-
eral tribal communities in India. Multiple spous-
es are sometimes officially recorded in govern-
ment documents. Sometimes, those in such
relationships include public servants and elected

representatives.

Nala brought it up with her superior, Banas-
kantha Superintendent of Police Akshay Raj Mak-
wana. Just days before Alka's conversation with

Nala a man cnlled)agabhal l(ndarvn and his wife
A had i an ion to the

Banaskantha police officer Jayshriben Desai shows
a Kodarvi tribal house ransacked in 2015 by the
Dabhi tribe in Mota Pipodara village, Banaskantha
district in Gujarat. WY SONES

from private companies.

The feud finally ended as the Dabhis agreed to

!thodarvns return. The panches of both sides
dition of eating coriander seeds

andjzggery.agzsmresymbo!mnglheendafm

mity and the beginning of peace, says Makwana.

Resettling into home

To reach the tribal village, an hour’s journey from
Palanpur, the car heaves and lurches through the
narrow, rain-slicked track, its wheels slipping in
the mud that now bear the criss-crossed imprints
of police jeeps and tractors that have rolled in
and out over the past few weeks. It hasn't
stopped raining — a light drizzle comes and goes,
carried by the breeze, settling gently on the skin
and soil. Petrichor is mixed with the scent of
crushed leaves and the faint smoke of damp
wood burning somewhere in the distance.

As the four-wheeler slows to a crawl, ruins of
stone and mud walls covered in weeds, mark
where homes once stood before they were torn
down in 2014. When the vehicle finally stops, the
Kodarvis emerge from under makeshift tarpau-
lins, from behind tree trunks, from the open field
and a newly built house.

Among them is Prakash, 22, son of Jagabhai
and a final-year diploma student. He was just 10
when his family fled the village, never imagining
they'd return. “It was a moment of joy and excite-
ment, a reunion | had dreamt of since the day we
left,” he says, recalling the grand ceremony on Ju-
ly 17, when the Minister of State for Home, Harsh
Sanghavi, formally welcomed them back. “Every
one had tears in their eyes.” Over the years, Pra-
kash's family moved across Surat, Mehsana, Vad-
gam and other towns as his parents worked as
daily wagers. The constant movement made
schooling difficult but he remained committed
and never dropped out, he says.

“We were all dressed up. There were so many
relatives I didn’t even recognise. They were ask-
ing whose son 1 was and where we had been all
lheszyuls says Prakash, lnseynslﬂm!h(h:u
of return as the rain continues to scak

police seeking assi in returning to Mota Pi-
podara. Both these factors came together for pol-
ice action. My ASP (Nala) and her team began
identifying the displaced families and reaching
out to them. They held several rounds of discus-
sions with the panch,” Makwana says.

Rebuilding homes and relationships

Now, amid crumbling ruins, new homes are be-
ginning to rise. Elderly members of the tribe sigh
in relief as a long-held dream takes shape. “We
never thought we'd return,” many say. “All these
years, one thought haunted us: where will we be
buried when we die? We must be laid to rest in
the land of our ancestors,” says one of the tribe
members.

Before the police brokered peace between the
two warring tribes, the Kodarvi clan had made
several failed attempts to return to their village.
One such effort came four years ago, after the
death of Jagabhai’s father, whose final wish was
to be buried in their ancestral land. Fearing vio-
lence, Jagabhai and a few others quietly entered
the village and performed the last rites. But once
the Dabhi tribe got word of their presence, they
charged at them in anger. The Kodarvis fled into
the nearby hills to escape the attack and scat-
tered once again.

The man once accused by the Dabhi tribe of
killing a member of their clan had been acquitted
by a local court in 2017, says Makwana. “He has
been living in the same village since. But the rest
of his clan remained scattered.”

Makwana explains that traditionally, if an ex-
iled clan wishes to return, they are expected to
pay a hefty sum of money - usually between 30
to 0 lakh — determined by the panch. A signif-
icant portion of this goes to the panch and the
members of the clan, while the remainder is paid
to the victim's family as compensation.

“The panch decides the amount after the of-
fence. If the opposing clan cannot afford to pay,
the panch declares a chadotaru, effectively ban-
ishing them again. These decisions, while illegal
in the eyes of the law, continue to be followed in
tribal communities,” the SP adds.

In this case, however, no money changed
hands on their return. Instead, both tribes agree
it was the police who took the lead - clearing 8.5
hectares of land that belonged to the Kodarvis
and facilitating their rehabilitation under a go-
vernment housing scheme, supported by funds

him. “During the exile, we lost touch with most of
them. I was thrilled to meet some of my cousins [
hadn't seen since we left, and their children who
were born after 2014. They were just as happy to
see my eight-month-old son and my partner, Kai
lash, too.”

Prakash says he had vowed to marry only in
his native village. Now, that moment has finally
arrived. "I've always seen my parents longing to
return. It consumed them for years. They plead-
ed with the panchayat, the State administration,
even the police. Finally, our prayers were heard
and we're back home,” he says.

As the drizzle continues, Lukabhai Bumbadia
~ one of the panch members involved in the al-
leged case — arrives. For him, like many
tribals, Hindi remains a distant language, one he
neither understood well nor spoke. Lukabhai
now says it was the joint effort of the samaj (com-
munity) and sarkar (government) that made the
return of the Kodarvis possible. “Chadotaru
should have no place in today's time. This prac-
tice must be abolished,” he says.

SP Makwana says such age-old practices im-
pose severe social and economic restrictions, of-
ten tearing communities apart. “These families
usually marry within the village and sustain
themselves through farming. Forcing them to
leave uproots their entire way of life. It impacts
them in ways that are hard to imagine," he says.

He adds that efforts are under way to engage
with community leaders and raise awareness
about the long-term damage caused by chadota-
ru. “If one clan declares chadotaru today, tomor-
row it could be declared against them. It's a cycle
that will never break unless we make a conscious
effort to end it," the SP says.

However, the police also say that just a few
months ago, another chadotaru incident oc-
curred in the district’s Amirgadh area. By the
time they arrived, everything had already been
destroyed.

“It was related to an alleged illicit relationship.
Reaching such remote areas is difficult due to the
absence of proper roads, and even when we do
get there, the tribe gathers in large numbers,
making it hard for us to control the situation,” a
police officer says.

Nala says, “Law, love, and compassion came
together to resolve the issue.”

Alka Kodarvl, her partner thabhau and their child, at their village Mota Pipodara near Palanpur in Buuslunthi districtin Gup-al W&-sh Kodarvi with his parents at their honse that was tom
down a decade ago. VLAY SONEJI
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For Karnataka students,

€

grass is still greener overseas

Be it geopolitical tensions, new immigration laws, visa troubles or non-availability of jobs, many students who had gone abroad from Karnataka have
returned in the last couple of years. While uncertainty loomed over many of their futures, some have managed to bring their studies and careers back on
track after either flying to other countries to complete their education or deciding to find jobs in India, writes Jahnavi T.R.

USTRALIA

n September 2021, Nikitha Rajesh, a stu

dent from Bengalury, flew to London to

pursue her longstanding dream of a fo

reign education, After completing her Ba
chelor of Arts degree in Bengaluru and gaining
two years of work experience, she secured ad
mission to a master's programme in Digital Mar-
keting and Analytics in a private university in the
United Kingdom (UK).

By the time she finished the oneyear pro-
gramme, the immigratdon kaws of the UK. had
changed, leaving her with no sponsors for a work
visa, Cut to 2025, she is back in Bengaluru and
working in a private company after her job pros
pects in the UK. did not work out,

When a war broke out in Ukraine in 2022,
around 18,000 people from India were escorted

back to the
country by the
Union  govern
ment under

‘Operation Gan
ga'. A majority
of them were
students  who
were pursuing a
Bachelor of
Medicine, Ba-
chelor of Sur
gery  (MBBS),
Among the re
turnees was Mahaganapathi Kashinath from Kar
nataka. After attempts to continue his education
in India falled, he went to Uzbekistan to finish his
medical course,

Recently, in June 2025, under ‘Operation Sind
', the government brought back over 3,500 pe-
ople from Iran after tensions escalated between
the country and Israel. Among these were also a
few students from Karnataka who were pursuing
medical education there,

Be it geopolitical tensions, new immigration
laws, visa troubles or non-availability of jobs, ma-
ny students who had gone to countries such as
the United States of America, Ukraine, Russia,
Canada, the UK. and those in Central Asia from
Karnataka have returned in the last couple of
years, While uncertainty loomed over many of
thelr futures, some have managed to bring thelr
studies and careers back on track after either fly
ing to other countries to complete thelr educa
ton or deciding to find jobs in India.

For the students who were in Ukraine, return
Ing home was a necessity as thelr safety was not

OERMANY

ee

The market
Is selll
booming for
MEBS
education
abroad.
Countries
like
Uzbekistan
and Georgla
areselling
the dream of
becoming a
doctorata
cost of 125
lakh to 230
lakh.

AMEEN B
MUDASSAR,
Internatiosal
cureer counsellor

parents, tried so much to get the Indian govern
ment to admit our students to a medical college
here, But it was in vain. He had no cholce but to
#o to Uzbekistan to finish his course, just like
90% of the students from his class, While we
were relieved that he got to finish his education,
we were a little disappointed as he had to repeat
a semester after going to Uzbekistan, as they did
not validate the semester that was conducted on
line,” said his father, Kashinath Bilimaggad from
Gadag district in north Karnataka, Mahagana
pathi hopes to return to India for his post-grad
uation studies and find work here, according to
his father.

Alternative options

For the students who returned from Ukraine,
countries like Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz
stan, and the Philippines became alternative op
tions for thelr education. Educational counsel
lors reported that most of their clients ended up
going to one of these countries to finish their
medical degrees, even if they had to seek fresh
admissions,

Many of them had initially gone to Ukraine as
one lakh medical seats in India that become
avallable every year are nowhere close to the
demand.

Similar stories are narrated by students who
have returned from Iran. Syeda Muffarhe Zainab
was pursuing her final year MBBS at a university
in Tehran when the war broke out, Now, back in
her home town in Chickballapur district in south
Karnataka, she is hoping to return to Iran.

“I am constantly in touch with the university,
and they have said we might be able to go back
by August 20, But if God forbid something hap-
pens and we cannot make it back there, then |
would like to request the government to provide

us with some seats here as we are almost f

that they believe they cannot find in India, espe
clally when they go to countries such as the US,,
the UK., and Australia, “I went to the UK, to geta
more universal educational experience where |
get to learn with people of many nationalities and
experts,” says Nikitha,

When she initially went there, her plan was to
find a job and settle down in the UK. However,
when she was about to finish her degree, a new
immigration policy -~ which mandated a £37,000
income to get a sponsored work visa - came into
force, With her two years of experfence in India
and some short-term gigs in the UK., she did not
qualify for a sponsorship from companies there,

“No matter what skills you have, it all comes
down to whether you need a visa to work in the
UK. If you need a visa, then the job interview
would not move forward from there. While |
could buy a work visa for the first two years after |
finished my education, after that period, a com
pany would need to sponsor it. L applied for hun
dreds of jobs, but because of the visa constraint, |
had to move back home,” she says.

She says that many of her Indian peers who
were nsistent on staying back in the UK.
changed their job sectors/industries just to get a
work visa sponsarship.

Repaying educational loans
For students affected by such immigration poli-
cles, returning home is the only utnhm. but jobs
here would not pay them as much as in foreign
countries, This particularly becomes a problem
for students who have taken educational loans,
“I knew almost six months prior that | would
not get a visa extension, even though | had alrea
dy worked for two years in the UK, after finishing
my studies, Hence, | started saving up by cutting
down on my expenses as | knew | had to pay my
hly loan instalments once | was back home,

with our course,” she says.
Most students go abroad seeking exposure

even if 1 did not have a job or got a job that might
not pay very well. It has been three months since

TN

llustration: Sebastian Frances

I returned, and | have been applying for jobs in
Singapore, Australia, and New Zealand, as it is
difficult to pay back my loan on an Indian salary,”
says Akash Venkateshan, who pursued a Master
of Sclence degree in the UK.

The demand for higher education in the U.S.
has slightly reduced now, especially after the Do-
nald Trump administration announced that the
soclal media accounts of college applicants will
be checked for background verification.

“This announcement has forced a lot of stu
dents to clean up their digital footprint, as some
fear has gripped them, It has also taken the U.S,
out as an option for students who are outspoken
or are activists and do not wish to provide access
to their social media accounts,” says Ameen-e-
Mudassar, international career counsellor,

Some students who originally preferred the
U.S. for their education are now considering op-
tlons such as Germany, Dubai in the United Arab
Emirates, and Australia, while Canada, which
wis the other preferred destination, has also lost
demand now, owing to its diplomatic clashes
with India,

Rahul Subramaniam, co-founder of an educa-
tional consultancy, says that students who have
already secured admission to top U.S, colleges re-
main committed to thelr paths. “For them, the
academic and professional opportunities they
are accessing far outweigh the usual ups and
downs of American politics," he says,

Why foreign education?

Despite recent events and tensions, the demand
for torelgn education is on the rise among Benga
luru students, according to educational counsel-
lors as well as data from the government.

While there were 1.3 million students pursuing
higher education abroad in 2024, according to
the Ministry of External Affairs, the latest num
bers are close to L8 million, Many of them have
changed their destinations, but their dreams re
main the same,

“The market is still booming for MBES educa-
tion abroad,” notes Ameen. "Countries like Uzbe
kistan and Georgia are selling the dream of be-
coming a doctor at a cost of 125 lakh to 230 lakh,
Even after so many wars, not much has changed
in this regard. This is just a matter of selling an
acre of land to make their children doctors, espe-
clally for rural students,” Ameen says.

He adds that Central Asian countries depend
on students from India for their economic boost,

While some of these MBBS students practise
medicine in those countries after finishing their
course, others struggle to find employment,
Counsellors say that some of them end up as
agents to bring in more students to the universi-
ties and work on a commission bayis,

Are students so desperate for education
abroad due to the lack of quality education in In-
dia? Not entirely, according to experts, “Indian
Institutes of Technology, Indian Institutes of Man-
agement, and many private universities offer
good quality education in India, But today's
youngsters are interested in exploring the world,
Their priorities are different as they do not care
about generational wealth and would want to
build something on their own, and they view
education abroad as a gateway to that,” Ameen
sy,

Counsellors and consultants say that foreign
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Take acloselook at Jane Street’s
potholed path to marketriches

Indian regulators must plug gaps that let such firms potentially profit from the derivative misadventures of retail investors

RAJRISHI SINGHAL

is a senior journalist and author of 'Slip, Stitch
and Stumble: The Untold Story of Indla's
Financlal Sector Reforms' @rajrishisinghal

ane Street’ is the title of multiple songs
and the name of an indie rock band as
well. Another Jane Street is currently in
the public eye, a Manhattan-based high-
frequency trading firm that was banned
recently by the Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi), the market regula-
tor. The firm has been allowed back into the
market after it deposited over $550 million as
4 good-faith gesture while the regulator’s inves-
tigation proceeds alongside. The Jane Street
saga has raised multiple questions about India’s
latory framework for the ies market,
(-spm‘i.\lh the kid-glove handling of equity
derivatives since their formal launch in 2001
There are also concerns over the nature of inter-
regulatory monitoring and coordination, and
whether it is adequate to stem malpractices in
Indian capital markets.

History holds some lessons. There wasalways
the whiffof something rotten in the klnudom of
Indian rsince
were introduced after badla, an opaque ov or ~the-
counter product, was definitively banned. India’s
1991 economic reforms took a wr«'kmglull tothe
old micro-structure of capital markets. Prodded
by the 1992 securities scam, n-l’nrnl-n decided to
Introduce products.
But. given the |ml|lical mﬂuﬂu e of the stockbro-
king lobby, it took a while to finally introduce
futures and options; badia had kept popping up in
different forms. Unsurprisingly, Sebi decided to
introduce individual equity futures alongside
index products, contrary to official recommenda-
tions and global best practices. Thiswasseenasa
concession to th y of stock-
brokers, who were in search of a speculative—and
liquid—product to replace badla.

There was another deviation from the 1997 L.C.
Gupta Committee report, which had made the
official recommendatic nm msxoad of ph\ sical set-

India’s derivatives boom has been an eye-popper

The turnover in index options has shown spectacular growth over the past half decade, a period
that has seen a surge of retail participation in futures and options trading.
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interim order. Opinion remains divided over
whether Jane Street’s derivatives trading strat-
egy was illegal, whether it was ‘manipulation’
or whether the trading firm was plain unlucky
because its heavy volumes stood out in the
Indian market's shallow infrastructure. How-
ever, on closer inspection, the market structure
does seem to embolden rampages by high-fre-
quency traders, perhaps at the cost of clueless
retail speculators.

Let’s try and connect some of the dots. Sebi's
|rxlung data shows that abulk of the derivatives

tlements, the
Sebi's initial excuse was Ih.’ll unhangm lacked the
required technology, infrastructure or manage-
mvm capacity to cope with the burden of physical
s 5.C ly, the f and
options madwl became a casino with no cover
charge, or minimum buy-in requirements, fuelling
large and unnatural spikes. Faced with the spectre
of a market collapse and a crisis, Sebi finally imple-
mented physical settlements in 2018 after a gap of
I7 years. Meanwhile, retail investor interest shifted
from equity futures to index options, given the
opportunities for higher leverage and relatively
lower capital requirements. Fintech firms acted
as enabling midwives in the process, while the
regulators looked away.
And now along comes Jane Street and Sebi's

from co-located servers, or
from lmmuﬂnnal traders that pay a higher fee to
locate theirservers next to the exchange servers,
thus allowing them to strike deals within nano-
seconds, According to Sebi's 2023-24 annual
report: "Based on modes of trading at exchange
platform... 61.6% trading in the equity derivatives
segment of NSE was through co-location route,
primarily used by proprietary traders.. In case of
BSE, 60.1% trading in the equity derivatives seg-
ment of BSE was through co-location route.”
Simultaneously, there has been a surge of unin-
formed retail investors entering the derivatives
market, lured by the facility of low capital commit-
ment and easy profits. Sebi whole-time member
Ananth Narayan said at a recent conference that
91% of individual traders incurred net losses in

SATISH KUMAR MINT
equity derivatives during 2024-25, with the total
losses crossing Tl trillion. Although it may be
difficult to pruw adirect link, it does beg the

: Were retail investors the
counter-parties that Jane Street and other traders
needed to rack up their super-profits? Juxtapose
those retail losses against Sebi's estimate of Jane
Street’s profits of ¥36,500 crore over two years.

Sebi took some remedial action in October 2024
and May 2025 to deter retail traders, but the dam-
age had already been done. It is surprising that Sebi
chose to ignore repeated red flags ralsed by multi-
ple market observers over the past two-three years,
even when data was pointing to unnatural spikes.
And though Jane Street has now been identified,
Sebi should also reveal the names of Indian compa-
nies indulging in similar manipulation.

Sebi must ahn odpnnf) fintech ¢ mum\lm that
inveigled ded retail
tives trading, thereby providing large traderswith
easy pickings. This may require Sebi to coordinate
regulatory action with the Reserve Bank of India
(RBD because many firms helped investors take
unsecured loans to satisfy their speculative urges.
The Sebi-RBI combo should also coordinate
efforts tooverhaul the profile of India’s derivatives
market in favour of large institutional traders,
especially by reworking the outdated rule that
limits bank finance for institutions.
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Luxury houses need to grasp
India’s domestic sensibilities

Prada learnt a lesson about India from its Kolhapuris faux pas

h
KARISHMA VASWANI
Is a Bloomberg Opinion colummnst covering
Asla politics with a special focus on China.

etailing for as little as $10, India’s
beloved Kolthapuri sandals are asta-
ple inwardrobes across the sub-con-
tinent. So, when global huxury beand Prada
debuted a new type of footwear at Milan
Fashion Week that bore a stark resem-
blance to them, it didn't take long for fury
to build online.
The saga underscores how much power
the South Aslan glant’sdigital tribe holds,
h |

public debate—especially when citizens
perceive their heritage as under attack.
International firms eyeing one of the
world's fastest-growing markets should
wedgh the risks of such cultural missteps.
The Italian fashion house’s troubles
began when it introduced its menswear
collection in June. The sandals, described
as “leather footwear,” displayed an open-
sim-
ilar to Kolhapuri sandals made in the
Indian states of Maharashtra and Karna-
taka. (Your columnist has several pairs of
Kolhapuris in hrr wzrdmho)

Success in India requires a balance of local
authenticity and global appeal. w

Successin the market lies in the ability to
halance local authenticity and global
appeal—and the willingness to "learn to
love and speak to India,” as Francois
Grouiller, chiefexecutive officer of the ux-
ury consultancy IndLux recently noted.

Foreign brands can't afford to ignore
India’s luxury market, which reached $7.74
billion in 2023 and is projected to
approach $12 billion by 2028, Other esti-
mates predict the sector could more than
triple by 2030, growing to upward of $85
billion. The number of ultra-high-net-
worth individuals—people with a net
worthofat least $30 million—is expected
to grow 50% by 2028,

These forecasts come with the obvious
caveats—maost notably, there isstill a huge
wealth gap in the country. While India’s
100 m

folks

forspecificc o or i

400 eir middle-class counter-

worked in the fields, lh() were robust and
able to withstand wear-and-tear; for the
courtier class and nobles, they were more
delicate and ostentatious. In 2019, the foot-

parts have cut back. Global economic con-
ditions are lesssupportive, as US President
Donald Trump's tariffs fuel trade tensions.
and put pressure on future growth.

wear
status, viewed as a mark of authenticity.
Other Indian items to have received this
tag include Darjeeling tea and Alph

Still, viewinge asalong-te
opportunity rather than just a short-term
play would hvlplh('w ﬂrrm thrive. Even
more ding that

mangoes.

But Prada did not credit India for the
designs, prompting a bruul soclal media
backlash. The

Indiais hometo .‘ldlﬁ'l‘(’ market with dis-
tinct needs. Some brands have grasped this
already—high-end jeweller Bulgari offers

whipped up by this controversy boosted
sales of the traditional sandals. India’s
online community accused the brand of
cultural appropriation and the furore
Sorvad the fashion b 1

con-
trol mode, It issued a statement saying it
recognized the sandals were inspired by
traditional Indian footwear.

The luxury brand’s experience is a
reminder that in India, foreign firms have

apricey necklace inspired by
a chain traditionally worn by married
women—tapping into the desire for luxury
with home-grown sensibilities.

The Italian brand is not the first—and
neither will it be the last—to fall afoul of
cultural norms, Earlier this year, Gueci
made the mistake of calling Alia Bhatt's
custom-made sari-lehenga a gown.
Another online frenzy was set offin May,
‘when a viral trend was criticized funalhng

thadi

tobe aware of how | risk could
affect future revenue. Internet pes mranun

Prada doesn’ town retail ﬂows in India,

Is rising, with 55% of the con-
nected. Social media is growing fast, too:
1t’s estimated to be home to 462 million
social media users.

India is a rising global power, one that

e he super-rich dias-
poraand wealthy Indians who travel over-
seas, But the firm—whose shares have lost
about 30% since February as investors took
fright at its Versace purchase—isn’t taking

dsare keentobreakinto. | chances. In a conciliatory move, it’s sn(m
Butlocal firms face chall working i t
'y, shoddy infi and d the history of K

\mlqwmnsumﬂ behaviours that include
afierce defence of India's rich heritage. All
these factors call for a sensitive approach.

Prada has learnt the hard way that cul-
tural fluency is no longera‘nice to have'—

it'scentral tosurvival. CBLOOMBERG

Indian family businesses: Governance begins at home

TULSI JAYAKUMAR

6/

is professor of and

recent working paper from the Insti-
tuteof Labor l-,uummmllz.\) ulmrr
wrl.at/C8hdg) reaff

Why does this matter today? Because
Indian family businesses are navigating mul-
tiple transitions—generational, structural
and financial. Many are preparing for initial
public offers, courting private equity or

Moreoften, it is due to unresolved relation-
ships.

Early-stage family firms often run on
trust, charisma and shared ambition. Butas
the business scales and the founder ages,
these invisible levers wmkmL Yi nungﬂ

exploring succession. Rn-mnhun scrutiny
around related-party tra cf has

members w, ly pro-

role that family business groups play in
shaping India Inc. It found that even as over-
all market concentration in India has
declined, the top 25 family business groups
still accounted for 11-15% of the country’s

Amid this chumn, families are rushing to

adopt governance tools, hoping these will

future-| pmnllhe business. However, ;w\
driv

o Next-gi it bers are s want ('Iaruy.
d ding clearer roles, t-based | O frag: 2t 2
advancement and purpose beyond pmm ment. India’s famlly

emance inp

(.DPm 2020.K Y likethe
Act of 2013 and the Cy !

family is not one-size-fits-all
Family *uni

policy and executive director,
Centre for Family Business &
Entrepreneurship at Bhavan's
SPJIMR.

leter)n on Number of Layers) Rules,
2017, were designed to curb excessive com-
plexity. Yet, while these rules aim to check
concentration, they overdook 4 more critical
issue: governance. As the paper notes, family
business groups, regardless of size, often
share a common design principle: intricate
“interconnected governance structures”
that consolidate control through concen-
trated ownership. These structures may
easler in the sh
run, h\mmhwsumfulh stewarded, they risk

problems quite different from the classic
principal-agent conflict, where managers
pursue their own interests at shareholders’
expense. In family firms, founders may act
outof

even i hen it harms the business. Siblings

ins may engage in family opy
Ism,.

power. The I’"ﬁ'll\'l‘ll(‘sh of governance
tools hinges on understanding these con-
flicts and the firm's lifecycle stage.

Indian family businesses urgently need to

uu&un ki L, Sucees-
dom this

Pague aco

dthis G failure in fam-
iy firms Is rarely because of missing rules.

But here's the catch: Governance mecha-
nisms are not Imauhaugmhk' Aboard can-
not fix

import of governance tools without an
assessment of their fit.

ﬁowhal does good gov emance lmk like: |n

FAux? It begls

shared purpose, which precedes structure.
Why does the family want tostay in business
together? What values do they share? What
trade-offs are they willing
to make—say between
profit and legacy? Without

rly and
lmmlnu tolet gowith grace. This cannot be
outsourced toadvisors. It must be lived and
led from within.

Good governance s also adaptive. What a
founder-led business needs is very different
from what asibling partnership or a cousin
consortium requires. Over-governing a
voung tightly knit firm can breed resent-
ment. Under-governing a sprawling third-
generation group can spell disaster,

Finally, families must resist the urge to
conflate governance with professionaliza-
tion. The two are not the same. A business
fi 1 CEO, but without

clarity on family expectations, unresolved
succession plans or informal interference,

AsthelZA imh mmlmbu\ India'secon-

ately by family hmmma groups. If India’s
family businesses are to remain not just

ment, not only through MBA \tk-gn« hm

through lived exposure to decision-making,

conflict and ambiguity.

Equally essential is emotional maturity.
o Is Iy

resolvealack A2017

G

study by Aaken, Rost and Sied| (shortueri.ay
XmoPFS) rightly warned against the blunt

butenriching forcesin the econ-
omy, governance must evolve from a box-
ticking exercise to a deliberate, values-
driven practice.
The future of India Inc may well depend
onwhat happens not just in boardrooms, but

At this point, informal 3 alignment on these vital
trust must evolve into for- enterpnses questions, governance
mal governance—forums tools won't work.
dial decision- must get the Governance also
dd basi: i i ires both may have a
l agency I mechanisms. ics nght 'f and ownership compe-
And later, as ownership they areto tence. Beinga good owner
dilutes and family involve- - isaleamtskill Yet,inIndia, | chaosislikely to follow.
mentreduces, thebusines — F@main a force  successorsare often thrust
must transition again— into leadership without | omy
children | towards jonalgov-  iN the €CcoNnomy adequate preparation.
ernance with independent Families must In\\'sl inthe
ght, e next eloy
i ' el 1authority.

about ing multiple loyalties—to the
business, to the family and to oneself. It

d family dining tables.
These are the author’s personal views.
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Only tax evaders should
fearinvasive tax probes

India’s broadly welcome Income Tax bill has raised some concern over digital privacy. We

should tighten the operating framework under Section 247 to reassure earnest laxpayers

£ hen finance minister
~ Nirmala Sitharaman
| announced during her
© 2025-26 Budget speech
that the government was
planning to overhaul the

The bill was referred to a select ¢ ittee of

MY ¥

Let’s craft a calibrated response
to China’s Yarlung dam project

This hydro project isn't a major threat but it s alarming enough for New Delhi to engage Beijing

NITIN PAI
Is co-founder and director of The

the project as intended to sell electricity
to external markets, it is revealing that
national security finds place as the first
of its stated objectives.
After the Yariung s

important role to play in this effort.
Even if the Chinese companies exe-

cute the project at the advertised quality

and u!m. levels, it is inevitable that lh\‘

territory, it is joined by other tributaries
the mighty

That is why many in India and Bangla-

desh were alarmed when talk about this

project began around a decade ago.

Since then, several studies have shown

centre for research and education in public
policy.

* hinais moving ahead with its
plan to build a hydroelectric
S project on the lower reaches of
the Yarlung Tsangpo in Tibet. India
should be concerned. But appropri-
ately. Worries that Bedjing will use
water as a tool of coercion or weapon of

war are likely overblown. What ought lu

that the Isreally an Indian
river, as it gathers most of its water after

itenters Indian territory. Many of these

studies are based on data that is a couple
of decades old. Even so, it issufficient to
reassure us that China cannot choke the
water supply and livelihoods of North-

will po
and ecology of the region. We should
expect higher levels of debris and sedi-
ment, which could have long-term con-
sequences for the population of Aruna-
chal Pradesh and other states down-
stream. This is the part that Indian
diplomacy should focus on: to get China
to cooperate in a way that minimizes

d

1
allows populations time and space to
adapt to the changes.

Beljing’s track record on sharing

east Indiaand lhnpdndt'sh At worst, Il

is terrible. In the Mekong
\ nlk'v avrangtmom ln Suulh East Asla,

has the power to
the water flow, but this is well within
India’s capacity lnnd.apl to. ﬂlmllui)
while water flow can b

a xrandlotxl of (vm times a year. How-
ever, considering the global climate
situati d the fact that both Chinese

service of mlllmn nbml\a hmlofmld

nnd Indian people would be rendered

Indian
thisangle.Sotoo

coneern us more are th his can by ik ble, it is e

consequences in the short term, disas- along the \k-dng Pradesh ytop

ter risks over the longer term and what regionarec for disaster

it tells us about how a move powerful This does not mean India should The worst damage China is doing isto

China will conduct itselfin the present ignore the threat. Rather, it means that its own reputation and long-term geo-

and future, New Delhi must strengthen the risk political interests. It is well within its
‘This month, China's top leaders management approach that isalready at | rights to build dams in its territory. But

dthe fi fthe Yajlang | play in border regions. doing so without informing its down-

Parliament headed by Bharatiya Janata Party
member Baijayant Panda. In their depositions
to this panel, Indian tax authorities and finance
ministry officials argued that even the current
Actallows officials to not only enter and search

existing lnmmeT¢\ Actand i duce anew
tax bill, there was a round of applause from all
taxpayers. The old Act had become cumber-
some, difficult to navigate and abstruse across
many parts, leading to differing interpretations
and irreconcilable disputes. “The new bill
willbe clear and direct in text,” promised the
finance minister, *[...] close to half of the
present law, in terms of both chapters and
words.” This commitment was roundly wel-

buildings, but also to break open locks of phys-
ical storage spaces for closer scrutiny of their
contents. Given the proliferation of virtual
spaces and digital assets, the same provision
needs an upgrade to help tax officers ferret out
undisclosed income. The authorities also
argued that Section 247 does not conflict with
the right to privacy, especially if we apply the
three-fold test laid down by the Supreme
Court’s nine-judge bench that heard the K.S.

comed, given the difficulties taxpayers and tax
authorities faced in dealing with confusing pro-
visions. Thc revision's basic aim was to simplify
the law’s |, and retire d. rts,
while retaining the extant tax rates, definitions
and framework for offences and penalties.
‘When the new bill's draft was unveiled, it came
asa breath of fresh air: it proposed to reduce
the number of chapters from 47 to 23 and of
sections from 819 to 536. But then, on closer
scrutiny of the draft, alarm bells started going
offin various accounting shops and law firms.
Accompanied by lobby groups, they started
raising a red flag over Section 247, which was
viewed as a potential breach of the right to
privacy. This contentious section empowers
the taxman to access an assessee’s digital assets
and online spaces during search and seizure
operations with the authority to override any
password or access code. This would cover
email servers, social media accounts, online
investment and trading accounts, and also

v s Union of India case.

While the select committee hasapproved
Section 247, with Parliament now expected to
debate its fine details, it must be pointed out
that history is witness to many such well-inten-
tioned provisions turning into slippery slopes
inthe absence of sufficient guard-rails. Inits
present form, the bill appears to grant too
many officers the authority to sanction forced
access undera diffused command and
accountability structure. This framework
could prove prone to misuse, as the past has
shown, and should be tightened. For example,
publicly revealed instances of phone tapping
have shown the innovative misuse of standard
operating procedures whose original intent
was noble. To minimize the scope for Section
247 to become a tool in the hands of venal
elements, the taxman’s bar for search and
seizure operations should be set high. This
would reassure earnest taxpayers and honour
the five-letter foundation of India’s y d

Group, a new state enterprise charged
with the construction of this project In

India's m\puns( should be to build a
bufTe

stream neighbour is clearly imperious

Medog county, just north of the b

ary with India’s Arunachal Pradesh, at

an estimated cost of $167 billion,
Comprising five dams, the Yajlang-

Yaxia project will divert some of the

water flow from the gorge where the

Yarlung river does a lH)('nd Inlua sys-

system of d d channels beh. . New Delhi cannot stop Bei-
that can serve hoth andsecu- | jing from building these dams, but

rity functions. The timetable for this where India has room—such as on the
should be calil d to observe Chinese | fthe Tibetan question, Tai-

actions and designed to manage the
risks from them. Since Beljing has no
interest in performing its customary
duty under international law—affirmed

tem of tunnels, to g

of power, supplying electricity to 300
million people and creating 100,000
Jjobs for Han migrantsin the Tibetan
region. According to official Chinese
reports, the project is “an important
measure to implement the overall
national security concept, the new
energy security strategy and the Party's
strategy of governing \lunu (sk Yin Ihe
new era.” While

by the I I Court of Justice in
its climate-change verdict last week—to
cooperate with its lower riparian neigh-
bour, India's infrastructure response
must come from observation and
analysis. To be able to do lhnl well,

wan, global trade and relations with the
US—itis bound to respond to Beljing’s
high-handedness.

Tt will make a grand rapprochement
between the two Asian giants that much
harder. In the meantime, Indian citi-
zens and leaders will see the Yarlung
project as yet another unfriendly ifnot
hostile act, and this will colour both
pupuhlr perceptions and foreign policy.

India's g ly its
tional security it
invest in geospatial intelligence and
analytical capacity. Our homegrown
space and I industries have an

10 PEARS 460

but true.

Tailpiece: A senior member of Delhi’s
strategic establishment once told me,
“Itis the weak who protest loudly. The
strong do something about it.”

I—JUQE a !!QUQ!ﬂ

When it comes to privacy
and accountability, people
always demand the former

for themselves and the latter
for everyone else.

DAVID BRIN

cloud storage of asset ownership details.

Income Tax law: trust.
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Why drugs that eat our hunger will not change much

MANU JOSEPH

ts 2 journalist, novelist, and the
creator of the Netfiix series,
Decoupled

Jaro, wer

wo drugs are generating the sort of
cultural excitement that only Viagra
once did. Like Viagra, their effects are
visible, and often not attributed to the medi-
cine. Semagiutide and Tirzepatide, known
by their brand names ()a-mplr and Moun-
e Butas
often happens with iconic drugs, their fame
lies in what they doon the side. They reduce
appetite. So, people eat less and lose weight.
Doctorsare taking these drugstoo, M\kh
i isign. Not that they

Tdoubt that. I think their impact will be
modest. People do not eat because they're
hungry, especially the rich. Even most of the
poor no longer eat out of necessity alone,
Nobody eats maida noodles and biryani out
ofhunger. For most people, eating isa form
of entertainment. Even a source of happi-
ness. Many people can bear the period

health, but they know how mluusmnmm
lullmdmand 0 it suggests they consider
ile, soclety is! i

a behavioural revolution. A certain lean-
ness—anon-muscular kind in middle-aged
people that [ already assoclate with these
drugs—might become another motif of
wealth. At the moment, the drugsare for the
affluent, but that can change over time.
There iseven a view that once these drugs go
off patent and generics flood the market,
they may hurt the restaurant business.

Indian

At first glance, ds that kill 1\
appear to be different from a tasteless drink
that merely has everything the body needs.
The drugs don't replace food. People would
still eat tasty meals, even if they eat less. They
would meet friends over meals, but leave
most ofit on their plates. At first, people will
be alright with it. They are

thing they already do, anyway.

Here ks what will happen. These drugs will
make the fit fitter. People who already work
towards health or beauty will be the true
beneficiaries of this medical intervention.
Others will do things like having only des-
serts for meals, anguing that they are going to

have little to eat anyway.

eat. Statistically, on any given day, we over-
eatorunder-eat because, outside of theory,
balance is not areal thing. Under-eating has
its own risks. Muscle growth, for example,
needs protein beyond the reduced con-
sumption these drugs would induce. Strong
muscles aren't just about vanity, they help
regulate metabolism and maintain our
health. Also, when the body faces an energy
deficit, it does not simply burn fat. [t

between meals because they know food is | having it all, they might 0 Eventually, they will find
coming Many keep eatingthroughtheday | say. "i‘gasly fwd.) hulg?n They won't Stop u.wsmmullnmﬂwsvdﬂw
because people doalot of what is fun. Also, | forced moderation. Even- I e from Theywill h
foad Isthe most legit drugaddiction. tually, though, theywould ~ P€OP complaintsabout theirside
Some years ago, Silicon Valley fell inlove | have had enough of it effects and romanticize
with a powdered food called Soylent. Just Semaglutide and Tirze- eating because ‘natural’ hunger. They will
add water and drink. It was engineered to | patide cannot addressthe most eat for insist the body knows best.
provide all the nutrients the body needs. As | underlying reasons why Ifit is asking for food, they
the product didn't ship to India, 1found an | people eat and overeat.  @ntertainment  will say, and if ‘nature’ is
fit. Icarried packetsevery- | Imagine a pill that makes demanding food, then
where. I wassorted, felt. liked theidea of | youwanttowatch less TV, andnotto there must be some reason;
Just drinking food and being done withit. 1 | Let us assume it works. how canwe let ‘chemicals’
had defeated an ancient cultural force that | What is the alternative to satisfy hunger come in the way of natural
had entrapped me through what 1 always | not wasting time on bor- appetite? Never underesti-
viewed as an obsolete mode of nutrition. ing entertainment, an mate the things sugar can
Therei wrong iy but that is the reality of the times? | make people do.
never took off. Peog d | Actually, th The eff of these d I

that life, as we've built it, revolves around
food. Meals are where we meet. Efficiency is
not the point. In fact, if we are efficient at all,
itis in matters other than food, so that we can
lavish our time on food.

want towatchless TV, and that's TV ILu-II
Yet, people have nothing better to do. It is
the same with food. Without food, life is so
dreary tomost people that they will eat even
if they don't feel like eating. This is some-

switches s off. Based on its own
logic and hierarchies, it starts conserving
energy by cutting what it considers less
Likeone' Or
skinquality. Or hair health. It adapts to scar-
city by bx with it
The same could happen here. People may
stay lean but become weak, metabolically
and bodily. We may then have unfit people
who look thin. We may not understand
what'sbeen lost either. That will take years
todiscover.
Ifsome people believe they ook good just
by takinga drug, they may stop working out

still leaves a person healthy, then is normal
eating just a form of overeating” How much
food does a person really need”

Probably far less than what most people

ifthey h dit. That would be
adisaster. Exercise doesn't just burn fat. It
does things modem lifedoes not give us Our
true health is not what we appear to be, but
what the body knows it has gone through,
what it knows it can endure.
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The rumble in
Bihar NDA

Chirag Paswan's remark on law and
order in Bihar is politically significant

he late Ramvilas Paswan, founder of the Lok

Janshakt Party (LJP), used to be described as

the weathervane of Indian politics. His political

shifts reflected changes in voter preferences, it
was said. Has Chirag Paswan, chief of Paswan’s party
and an important member of the ruling National
Democratic Alliance (NDA), inherited his father's
political intelligence as well, that he is sensing a rumble
in Bihar ahead of the assembly polls and wants to stay
clear of Chief Minister Nitish Kumar?

On Sunday, Chirag Paswan said, "I feel sad that1am
supporting a government where crime has become
rampant.” He also added that “the administration hasa
hand in it, or itis trying to cover up these incidents, or it
has become completely ineffective”. The Union
minister spoke against the backdrop of a series of
violent crimes in Bihar, including multiple high-profile
murders in Patna. On Thursday, a young woman who
fainted while attending a recruitment for home guards
in Bodh Gaya was allegedly gang-raped inside the
ambulance that was ferrying her to a hospital. Nitish
Kumar’s party, the Janata Dal (United), has claimed
that the situation is not as bad as critics make it out to
be. But the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB)
data indicate that the number of crimes in Bihar rose
by 78% between 2015 and 2022 (the last year for which
NCRB data is available), when it had increased by 24%
atthe national level. Bihar was among the 10 worst
states in terms of overall cases of crimes from 2020 to
2022, with its rank rising from ninth in 2020 to seventh
in 2022. To be sure, absolute numbers are high also
because Bihar is a large state — it is the third most
populous state in India (Census 2011).

The perception that law and order in Bihar has
deteriorated is gaining ground — which is why Chirag
Paswan’s remarks will hurt the NDA, and particularly,
the JD{U). One, law and order has been a key campaign
issue of Nitish Kumar, who once went by the moniker,
Sushasan (good governance) Babu. The NDA has
contrasted Nitish Kumar's tenure with the record of
Lalu Prasad and his wife, Rabri Devi, in office (1990-
2005), which it describes as fungle raj. Two, Nitish,
after 20 yearsin office, is battling anti-incumbency and
any dissonance in the NDA will hurt his prospects. The
NDA won in 2020 with the narrowest of leads —its
vote share was just 0.03% more than that of its rival, the
RJD-led Mahagathbandhan. More importantly, the
LJP, which contested on its own, polled over 5% votes,
and targeted the JD(U), which lost 28 seats. Anecdotal
evidence suggests that the overall law and order
situation in Bihar under Nitish Kumar has improved,
but electoral politics is as much influenced by
perceptions as it is by tactics and social alliances.
Chirag Paswan, who has been open about his
ambitions in Bihar politics, may have spotted an
undercurrent that the JD(U) missed.

Lessons from the school

tragedy in Rajasthan

death of seven children during the collapse of a
government school in 's Jhalawar

district should serve as a painful reminder of the
decrepit infrastructure that often characterises
government-run schools in many parts of India. The
failure to release funds earmarked in the state budget
for 2,710 schools identified by the education
department as needing repairs makes this a crime of
omission. Against this backdrop, state school
education minister Madan Dilawar’s remark that the
money for repairs can't come from him is not merely
insensitive but downright offensive.

A state where government school enrolment among
6-14-year-olds stands at close to 60% (according to
Pratham’s Annual Status of Education Report 2024) can
ill-afford to overlook infrastructural needs. If students
and their parents can't feel confident about the safety of
aschool building —a basic ask—and are unable to
undertake out-of-pocket expenses for private schooling,
itis a short path to rising dropout rates. The quality of
school spaces, research Indlmtes. is posltivety
correlated with

The state government has ordered a high-level
inquiry and announced compensation for the families
of the children killed. It now needs to act on school
repairs. The Centre has advised statesand UTs to
assess building safety, but also for evacuation/
emergency readiness, and psychosocial care protocols
of schools. While this is a welcome measure, states
have to take a proactive role and not just scramble to
dothisafter a Jhalawar-like incident.

OPINION

{ STRAIGHTFORWARD }
Shashi Shekhar
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devotion to the d1v1ne

Pilgrimage is about
peace and well-being, not
cacophony and chaos —
hooliganism has no
placein it

et me share three snapshots

from the biggest pifgrimage
during the Monsoon season

procession ssood still with hundreds of
devotees cla and surrounding a
woman and mysl challe
husband. "Har Har Mahadev".
The reason? This villager, Asha Dewi,
was Kanwar

Scene 3: Mirzapur: A video of young
Kanwartyas In which they are roughing
up a soldier has gone viral. The man In
hInlrmlsn\y'vlm;ln Each time he

lls, e Rmul!mhlsammhn

B‘i memories of the dis-
uu&duuslnl(ﬂunlrandmﬂnrm
East.

Tell me which one would you like to
witness in your neighbourhood. | guess
none! | have nothing againse the Kan-
war processions. | am a Hindu — by
birth and in deeds. | have endured long
queues leading to the temple In the
freezing cold, pouring rains and
oppressive heat. [ have walked for miles

children in my arms
50 hey ean ke & dip s Triven (the
confluence of the Ganga, Yamuna and
the mylmal Snnswnm Even today |

and complete after

her back. She
bdiewil(wxldmmlycmlnmd
ch hima_

Panch Kedar journey
Thaveno

‘They aren't alone in abusing faith,
traders and politicians alike treat it ke
aprofitable venture.

The state of Uttar Pradesh will go for
vllhg» pradhan [head.man) elections

&'u* i

‘ 11,
(
l!

'!.

fortnight. Even nights don't cﬂ!r any mple

dmemmmm\ryma hlp
number of young men to undertake the
Kanwar pilgrimage but also organised
langurs (community unches) along the

zmmmmﬂmm
Haridwar. The

to meet a deadline. Religion means
peace and well being, not cacophony
and chacs.

During the past two weeks, | asked
nnnypenpleandb\mdmemmbe
fmmumbiy dispased towards the Kan-

ment says this year 4.5 crore pople
s:memdmmmcmpwm Last

were uncom-
fnmb!evmhmegzwmgmwmﬂs
mummsmeuln!yur

from Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand,

processions are arganised throughout
the country on?ﬁemm occasions
round the year. Millions attend them
but rarely do we witness such chaos and
mess. 1am reminded of Franmwm

a4 Its

nh tosupport the kamwarfyus but
yummmﬁxahashmm
itgets tricky.

Spare a thought about the ordeal of
Pl b fowslike sty

l!nllmdnws)nuld!npul)pm
But these processions seem above the
lnw of the kand. Anyune wanting o

procession. | mumndsnf
movlng 4ule:).!'(n single files.
beautiful example that mﬂmaﬂiqﬁ

h palice officers In

tions. Going to school becomes a chal-
lenge. d offi-

in such

job.
mzmmmm A
"

Ingwlmhwmq)ewemphykum

Urnkxmmnery. miscreants and anti-
1 hi

ces along the way come to a standstill
for a fortnighe. Even nights don't affer
any respite. Loud music played by kan-
warfya boom boxes creates intense

nmioﬂnucmmmnamdpnm
peringthe

phcefnrnn&wnulm Auhnl
umlmmmmmmlm

tion of the bureaucracy is dangerous.
mmmdumm

cipline. But why is It kacking?
mmmammmsnndsd)umel

Yogi Adsyanath, wh
mile 1o make the Kanwr pligrimage

nlum ensues, After ﬂlpplnga tractor
tralley the elephant refreats nto the jun-

Wildlife s decibel
Ex’:mm Qisturbs the s:y“:@m of
wild animals, making them irritable and
aggressive.

mylnslx:hjmnnwysdhmmtgmm

life altke,

ellzfs sparing not even women and
children. They feel no remorse In attack-
Ing places of worship of other religions.
Reel makers are a class of nuisance in
themselves. They desecrate the pious
and holy flavour of pilgrimage with flip-
pant and debased behaviour.

along the Kanwer pil-
grimage routes with elderly people in
need of a good night's sleep bear the
hnulnlmxsh\nmdvsywhlkdb-
play of devotion.

mdmmmcrmlnnmm
old tradition. It's no surpeise that he
warned miscreants hiding hemndm
kanmwariyas, insisting that

ulnmyl:mmnuwnhnysdml

CCTV footage was avallable. He sald

dlers are: InnlumsmssThe
traffic jams caused by the large move-
ment of people Is a veritable nightmare

wmwlll&MxM thelr
pasted
We should remember that apart

Shashi Shekhar o the afitorin-chic,
Hindustan The vews expressad
arepersunal

UK FTA is a turning point in
how India engages with West

UK last week was no ordinary

moment — not just because 99% of
Indian exports to the UK will now enter tar-
iff-free, or because British luxury cars and
Scotch whisky are about to get cheaper. The
real story Is India's evolving place in global
trade — more assertive, more selective and
no longer willing to play by someone else's
rulebook.

The Immediate economic beneflts are eye-
catching. For British exporters, tartff cuts on
whisky (down from 150% to 75% right away,
and to 40% in a decade), high-end vehicles,
cosmetics and dairy offer new access to
India’s swelling consumer base. For Indian
exporters, particularly in textiles, jewellery,
EVs, marine products and generics, the UK
market Is now wide open, with tarlff advan-
tages over rivals like China and Vietnam.

e UK's sccess to Indian public procure-
ment markets and its offer to
exempt Indian professionals from
social security payments sweeten

he signing of the free trade agree-
I ment (FTA) between Indla and the

Hours after the India-UK deal was inked,
eyes turned to the US. Trade talks with the US
have been ongoing for some months. On

“first tranche” of a multi-sector Bllateral
Trade Agreement (BTA).

Behind the scenes, pressure Is mounting,
After relmposing 0% reciprocal tariffs ?]n
global exports in 2025, the US -
cally dl& a %m on Indian m
though a pause was granted till August 1.
That ticking clock now adds urgency to the
ongoing BTA talks.

Here’s the ﬁlckll'xtg“fuuu The US wants
access to India’s agriculture and digital mar-
kets, India, meanwhile, wants tariff roll-
backs, supply chain integration and protec-
thon for its strategic sectors. The Unlon gov-
ernment Is clear: Indla will negotiate hard
and the US should not mistake flexibility for
submission.

The UK deal becomes a silent
message to the US: We're open to
trade but we won't be bullled. The

TOM FLETCHER

\.‘

(We) welcome announcement of

humanitarian pauses in Gaza to
allow our aid through

Industry and government
need a new pact of trust

back i ch

artain a $5-urill
Itself as a global leader In Innovation, sus-
tainability, and inclusive growth. Achieving
this hinges not only on economic reforms or
technological advancements but also on a far

the abolition of th 1 th 1l
tion of Employee Stock Ownership Plans
(ESOPs). The National Logistics Policy, meticu-
lously crafted through deep

engagement with
luglmﬂ-yusexpmmmdmmdmm
tes, exemplifi

the deal further. Also, Indian yoga UK FTA also shifts the

teachers, chefs and tech workers axis slightly. Posc-anlL Brlnln
will find short-term visas easler to hadry needed a big trad India,
secure — a meaningful break- ushwlthecmanuccmﬂdmmd
through on the politically sensitive SVTSI az:lhr global attention, was In no rush.

Issue of mobility and Immigration

Indta’s MSMES are expected to be
among the biggest winners, Indus-
try analysts estimate a 30-40% rise
in Indian exports to Britain in the next five
years. That's not Just numbers on paper —

That power asymmetry Is visible in
the final text of the agreement —
cautsous, layered, incremental. T)

Is not a one-shot silver bullet. It'sa
living document, bullt to expand, revise tar-
Iffs and add new sectors over time if

y.

In a world ch:

by
uncertainties, climate challenges, and rapld
technological transformations, trust besween

the
‘Without it, progress

lndm\ry diabguu whlchsavels modds

be scal
mmlsamm.lmnmnuaulpbdm
Mk Nitt A

ties are squandered, and the shared national

nmmnllnmbuld)enbmnlamrmg

Jearning forums, anx transparent laaﬂ)nd

ment oa new level — muu!.lndmmd

Joops that

r

design
phase. Early engagement ensures that policies
Ay Ggngrmnnt sneures that po

that’s jobs on the ground, especially in states  required. outcome-oriented
like Gujarat, Tami! Nadu and Maharashtra. For India, the pact also sends signals else- forums, and business assoclations, a m:um:g

But perhaps the most significant thing  where —to the EU, Japan and Asean. In July theme — the need
about this deal Is what isn't In it — agricul-  alone, the US concluded trade deals with d nd Iy busi-
ture, India drew a red line, clearly flaggingat  Vietnam, Japan and Indonesia — all part of nesses and policymakers. The objective is to
the outset that it's non-negotiable, which the  Its Indo-Pacific economic strategy. India, establish a predictable and transpar-
UK respected. Our nment s fully aware lorglnglmwnpnmlumnldmg ent environment where both parties
of our responsibility to protect the rights of trade that keej feel coll shar-
our farmers. Opening up Indian farming to nm while enabling d fir

bal s There Is, of course, nompingthehuon— the benefits of growth are distributed

avolds that fleld cal und Two ago, Britain

The UK

This signals something larger: Indla is
happy to do trade — but only on terms that
don't destabilise our broader economic
progress. This new pragmatism — open on
Industry, cautious on food — could now
become the blueprint for other negotiations,
particularly with the ongolng one with the
us.

TheL‘KlulhewmsadlulM
tothe US: We're open to trade but we

won't be bullied. BLOOMEBERG

came to India in the name of trade and stayed
to conquer and rule. Today, Britain is back,
but on an even keel. That reversal is more
than symbollc.

Indlan policymakers, once wary of the
term free trade because of its colonial bag-
gage, are now redefining it. The FTA Is not
about deference, It's about mutual interest.
India is opening doors, but it's also setting
terms.

This ks more than a trade agreement. It is
ashift in posture. It is a turning point in how
Indla engages with the West. Gone Is the ten-
tative, ald-seeking India of old. This is a
country that brings its own terms to the
table, and expects others to adape. The Brit-
Ish see this deal as a lifeline in a post-EU
economy. India sees it as leverage, a card it
can play while negotiating with bigger econ-
omies lke the US and EU.

Undoubtedly, this trade deal Is historic.
Not just for what it delivers, but for what it
represents — the arrival of a more assertive,
strategic, and self-confident India on the
global trade stage.

As for the Americans, they
to study the UK deal not as a template to
copy. but perhaps as a warning. Push too
hard, especially on food and data, and India
will simply say no.

equitably among all stakeholders.
When and

try realities, From land and labour polictes to
permits and utilities, state-level decisions

Industry is no Jonger merely a

businesses Ajay stakeholder but a coatributor to pub-

engage in meaningful Interactions, Kh. geod Companies must strengthen
lhemummemnbemanrmmry anna thedr internal policy capabilities, share
. the —————— , and actively coltabo-
mmwmw rate an national objectives. Encourag-

Ingly. .
tons, Companies by i aﬂm teams, moving beyond self-interest w
den es, while g and a
s} B ethical to India’s umagmr

practioes, and alignment with national priori-
nﬁ.mnhwmenluuﬂ engenders friction,

progress.
The UPL digital payments ecosystem, India’s
Covid-19 vaccine success, nnd lhecmn(rys

and push for gy d from
I we
tation; it entalls co-creating les and solu-  must now relmagine this L Itcannot
tons. When industry provides practical d.
insights and k andthe  rather, it
d does not per
out- It d o

tical and inclusive, mutually benefl
comes are achieved.

Global expertences reinforce this nation.
Canada's open government model mandates

mm:ounmbﬂxy and consistency. When
mdnmymmmupdmmllbewedmlﬁ

prior tothe
introduction of pivotal policles. The EL's struc-

from transactional to strategsc.

between government and

Industry will shape India’s trajectory for the
decade It biish

y would be wise Japan's vith 1ts busk-
r’ ™ s sprade
policy reforms, G b
shown how long-term between By the trust equation,
thy vth narrative will unfold
ness, resilience, and socketal advancement.
Syed Zafar Islam is a national spokesperson India hmalsomade ltgnlbum progress in Ajay Khanna is co-founder,
ofthe BIP and former member of Pur lament nds Public Affairs Forum of India.
The pe out, feed- The views expressed are personal
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Chirag vs Nitish: Bihar
governance is in focus

he plainspeak of Lok Janshakti Party (Ram Vilas Paswan) leader
‘and Union minister for food processing Chirag Paswan on the law

and order situation in Bihar has the to undermine an
important political plank of the National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) in the state but its real lmpon lies in that it reflects the governance

nrhckofllmuneolﬂwm &s and poorest states in India.
Ronae of the NDA ally come in the wake of the reports of a
leries of heinous and barbaric crimes from the state, the latest being that
of the rape of a woman in an ambulance. There was a spate of killings of
high-profile people in the state, reflective of the near-collapse of the law
and order maci nery and adminlstrnlon nfcﬂmhul ustice system. The
merit in Mr Paswan's allegation comes from the at his problem lies
not just with the incidents but in the governmem s response to it as well.
He would read it as the total submission of the administration before the
criminals as it can neither stop the crime from happening, nor can it
BF!)’M to it adequately.
eaders, starting fmm Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Union
home minister Amit Smh,B\\i-:aul{d ?h)s‘ no m:v:nlhe hion “(‘fr remind Il:e p’eopl;eof
of what they brand as ‘jungle raj' under
e triya Janata Dal ( es.

Mr Paswan has  the Rashtriya Janata Dal (RID) for decades. The
consistently proved NDA under Mr Nitish Kumar has ended it, they
that he has his own would claim and would count it as one of the
support base which :;mﬁu of lhehe"doubl;;ngin&“ government

fore posing the question to the people as to

can play a crucial hether they want to continue to IF m a law-
game in a tight abiding society or go back to a lawless one. Mr
electoral match. His Paswan’s statements would drain much of the
words could add Strength in that line of argument in an election

year.

Mr Paswan has consistently proved that he

armoury of the hu his own support base whlch can {hﬂ acru-

e I game in a tight electoral ma e may

ha\'e his own grind to axe against Mr Kumar

am‘l the BJP leadership but his public display of discomfort with the state

of affairs could add to the armoury of der Tejashwi Yadav and the

M.ah thbandhan his party leads. The dis NDA front, where

P is yet to decide on chief mlnisterml candldam and the number

ol seats it could comede to JD(U), comes in contrast with the

decided on a seat-sharing formu-

la and has started mllu on seat lwapplng among the alliance partners with
winnability as the chief criteria.

It is a fact that Bihar comes at the bottom of most of the indicators of Niti
tﬁc‘ hen it comes to human development. The state lacks in education,
healthcare services and infrastructure, the essential components of dwel
opment. And if Iaw and order, which is a necessary condition to nm-m

is down in the dumps, it will prolong
process of emlnclpe(ion of the people ina nmtz which has the mosl fir-
tﬂe mhle land in the country.
Elections are important, and political formations should be able to lrdc
ulate their policies and ?oslnons in no uncertain terms. But the lar,
should lie in ensuring the lives and properties of the i
zens. All the contesting s will have to do a proper rethink on this
count before they approach the people seeking a mandate to rule them for
another five years.

Maldives sees India in new light

nks to sustained diplomacy of the patient kind, India may have
won over the Maldives. There were plenty of signals of how much the
archipelago nation’s outlook towards India has changed as its
President Mohamed Muizzu was at hand personally to greet Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on his arrival even as his people reflected the
e warmth at all his engagements, including their national day
celebrations.
Just a few years ago it a) ed as if India’s ‘Neighbours first’ foreign
Icywuatnnadtru Lanka had drifted into China's embrace and
ives appeared to be headed there. Mr Muizzu may have got elected
l’resldem on an “India Out” slogan with reference to around 90 Indian mil-
i nel who used to help run the medical heli r ambulance
servk:e and maritime surveillance for the multi-islands. He seems to have
been won over h; India’s sincere help\ng hand as he referred to Indh as the
“first responder” and “most trusted
India has expanded aid to Maldives much n it had done with Sri Lanka
through emerisency funding and easy credit to tide over its worst econom-
ic crisis. Ami realisation that playing the China card against India
was unlikely to bear fruit in the light of the debt trap that Sri Lanka had
fallen into and with China not too willing to help Maldives with easy lend-
lngh:he swk@ back to India as a reliable ally has taken place to the benefit
ders.

There is nothing to stop India’s nearest southern neighbours from play-
ing both sides, but they may have understood that it pays to maintain a
more mature bahnce he tvmpowm ‘When ties hit a low, Indians
ust have hurt. But that too
was put behind and lndh h.u ngre«l now to cnmider debt relief measures
for $400.9 million while conunulng suppnn for critical infrastructure,
including the construction of sea brid {:If tween the capital Male nnd two

s to offer connectivity to nearly the population.
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Nehru’s China ghost is
back to torment Delhi

Abhijit

g
B

it, Khyber, Kabul,
Kashmir, Cox’s Bazar,
Karakoram, Ki Kochi
and Karachi, all are on its
radar. To be grabl
or indirectly, by applying
ev"z;‘ypas means.

symptams are danger-
ous, but there are some

transient. in the Indian

This refers to Manish Tiwari’s
“Why bid for Olympics if
there’s no sports culture?”’
(July, 27, 2025). With 1.46 bil-

State's policy-makers as two  llon people and not a single
Union Cabinet ministers,
ool ooy § gold at :ar;]s 2024.} Igclila has
Bhattacharvva minister and represents-  Mastered the art of Olympic
Al dlyyc tives from Sikkim, underachievement. Our
the function
aupreme Tihetan spis ual parks remain the preserve of
leader at his rs a dedicated few, while sport-
Mcleodganj in chal
Pk & ramariibie ing infrastructure gathers
change from March i, MOre dust than medals. The
when India’s new Sports Governance Bill is
mm MML?”"’:“;: promising, but without real
From Ddhbam Lama function in New  funding and grassroots focus,
' ublic till now, and therefore — trade i as the government was 'S | i %
PWI*'; i s G0 i oo s it's just a podium of paper
closer ties with Befjing enemi sion that it could build an  WOrk. Cricket thrives while
shoukd Let us also examine the enduring “Hindi-Chini Bhai  other sports barely survive.
‘brgh‘smmlmh:)‘femdm ]ud lndnnnldl-sk?‘ %wr:h:s( a 3:"1;"‘; Before dreaming of hosting
dence to such an extent m. Dragon's mm Doklam the 2036 Olympics, let's first
gxﬂn mldhm mm!d“ y to wua'“l‘m“’wf o ;ﬂf India-China-Bhutan tri-  |earn to lace our shoes.
row. Nm There is a difference K. Chidanand Kumar
Army, Navy and Air Force Dﬂkllm,Glhm it between the 19508 and now: Bangaluru
- sl::‘id the ﬂwﬂ::mm endless. And  Nehru's focus was on sﬂﬂ
recent India-Pakistan con-  yet, remains at its  ture, history, lon
flict in May 2025 shout the sanctimonious best. diplamacy; while that of 21st m“m
nefarious and nasty mhmkhgewx:n century India is on trade and
role played by the sible effort in its m commerce. IN A HUCHNRIIED mn the
whose case is being pushed  offensive t woo the other- £X]
by the Indian government’s  wise selfsustained Indian expressed displeasure over gmddlnel to lddnls u\e dkmrb
own think tank. The Niti market, which thankfully the Dalai Lama's activities; lm rise in student suicides, mlllnf
&“f"‘ pressed for easing does not have to depend o0 but then President Xi
nese firms’ it Ji hadnogualms shak-  cational institutions, the measures
rules to let them buy up to 24 's tactics are too bla- with 's exter- include a mandatory mental health poli-
per cent of Indian compa- tantly devioustobemissed.  nal affairs minister in  cy, access to trained counselors, a ban
nies. All Chinese investment However, there is a deafen-  Hei What exactly is  on marks-based ion, protection
in Indian companies mc’ ing silence from former or China's game? It is to gain  from by and hos-
security cl .Gl serving ‘Chmn experts”  access to India's vast mar-  tel safiety reforms. Institutions must pro-
ven Beljing's lious be- the government,  ke¢, after indirectly targeting  mote emotional well-being. train staff in
jour, of late,  whil Beljing’s y, from  psychological support and maintain
how can any offici: md.less bmllny are rure  Pakistan's confidential wellness X -
actually -d\uzne“nsl%"d well-known After the recent USmade  tiative marks a shift from academic
ity clearance rules? Do 'Slnnlom" mmlde u-e Boeing 787 crash dent care, aiming to build
want .;ﬂ - T;y dm'l o in A hi:n o asafer, kinder and mare incl leam-
age espionage it seem concer am- anew opportunity. ltwill ry  ingent
anese tions com-  the recurring Chinese mis- mlunnp&:ywmgl Damrubar
ing Joaded with cash to buy  chief which harms India’s  aviation market towands Mumbai
ko ke : \?;klng ity e g be
0o mistake. cammerce, air it is yet to
Aren't these socalled rial integrity, safety, securi et by Wascs vk EXPELLING BENGALIS
“experts” aware how they w unity snwrelam
are playing fast and locse  In the middle of all this Vbl]][mlammmhh- Mllu.mehmedlndnlsg-t
the nation's A there was a rdnsh outwitted by Chi ting infront of the
how the Communist Party of reminder, also a nations, as in the 190s.  international community, owing to the
China and its agencies have  mand, by Arunachal Delhi's recent move to

Indians who can't seem to
remember the lands they
have lost over the years.
They need lessons on the

been battering India for the
mﬂ vears. Are they indif-
t to the joint Sino-

desh's chief minister Pema
Khandu, who perceptivel

P i ed
a border

deadly antics of the cow
murder of secula i

basics of statecraft. Land Jost Pakhunlmukmlndhs with Tibet, and not  avoid the historical folly of  love jihad murders. Now even New
through force ar theft by a gnty, leading even o China". This was a “delec- 196087 York-headquartered NGO
foreign power is a bass of sov- l)le death of soldiers deep to MmOnMyD Chi W been to
erel y la. 1 n an unex- na a e on
THE ASIAN AGE ignty by India. The inde- kllldethei awn land? the Dragon” from i $168 billion out the expulsion of vulnerable
e TRRNEPLY TR t princely state of Do they lmaw that of at a difficult  dam on the mplenummemuntrybywmu}
ammu and Kashmir acced-  Jammu and Kashmir's time which countered the through which it to g‘ their ethnicity, origin and rell-
[om—— K Smmanan ed to India on October 26, 22216 km territory, oneway traffic of cozyingup  starve India to death m Would the authorities wake up
e sy Sty 17 through means mhlman - ﬂ‘dbbkd(:h up mtﬁslAsmlS!cmdx:yinb next 10 years. How will New their *nationalist” dm\hﬂ"w
T - and the legal route, unlike sq ina  ter way by go- 1? Kajal
Yo bt Jonhs S Pctson Youth Comm 218 Dves Dayal Upadhyay Mury New Db 110002 Phace ndent,  sovere| turcmty captured 42,735 sq  ing against the Chinese tide Kolkata
) 2 Tibet, which was brutally h:v‘mi.my 106566 sq  swamping India's terrain. The writer is an alumnus 500 for the best letter of the
Pablibed aval Prissed s heball of soed S conguered by Communist km of the inder New In fact, the S0th birthday of the National Defence s s
9 Doctas Carerdci Mokbigs Lirsive Jawaburlal Nefes Nathonst Yirsh Certre, 219 Coun Ghayed Lipabryay Marg, New Party of China dictator Map  Delhi’s control? This is a celebeations of His Holiness allege, New Delhi. The week goes to Haridasan Rajan
b O L s P, o 3, Blakrs s, 38 Yk e, Lo, S84 7N in 1860. India’s mag-  gross violation of India'ssov-  the Dalai Lama suddenly views expressed here (July 28). Email:
L —— nanimous first Prime Minis-  ereignty and are personal. asianage.letters@gmail.com.
amlim!mlmnhnmkibhv affers little safeguard for students in real need and  Court has issued a set of binding, 15-point trates, and states and Union Territories are ardered
sets up well-intentioned employees for guilt and  explicitly to haw implement the rules within two
nix inayear burnout We wouldn't le¢ “campus uncles” perform  institutions student mental health and & this
Wmdhm'lmqgl— mmmnmow suicide The court's measures strike at fons go beyond hold institu-
grief echoed tragedies mmmmwmmm tions
John J. ) andthe  More troubling still. these symbolic schemes dis-  the path away fram tion, and demand safeguards. They take
- ST lln'miu of suicides 's Kota,  tract from the deeper institutional rot. The environ-  These include 4 mandate that educational  mental health out of the realm of “motherly intu-
Kenned\,ﬂ the country’s capital. [n 2023 alone, Kota  ments in Indian institutions are structurally mmmwmnmmlmm itian® ar mwnumm
‘saw 25 student suicides, the highest in recent years,  stressful. competitive and emoticnally unfor-  gists, or social warkers, trained specifically in child peactice.
the ministry, 122 students A 2019 study in the Indian Journal of and adolescent mental health. Smaller institutions ~ Ifreal de, in 1
at IITs, and other died Indian  must farmulate formal referral with icians ﬂm%@mwmm
suicide 2014 and 2021, with 38 deaths in » ess,  external mental health experts. All must be bi-  comes. . from across the globe
W " - in the last five years. These are not ssolated due to academic overload. peer and  annually trained by certified professianals in psy-  shows that campuses that commit to such changes
) mmmu.mmmm dread of failure. Students who once out  chological first aid. warning signs, and  see earlier identification of at-risk greater
ndaias s es sison our campases tragedy brings  arrive at elite campuses anly to find themselves ina  crisis response. Strict an the public  uptake of support services and fewer The
public grief. is followed by institutional relentless race for excellence, with minimal institu-  shaming of students, unrealistic academic targets Cowrt's guidelines replace vague platitudes
surances. However, the real question remains: Do tional and pervasive stigma mental  and batch by dd: : Counselling must be acoes-
nee re Orms tO our institutions offer genuine ovarewesim-  health. high can feel isalated and sources dmﬁmmmm sible, all staff must be trained adequately
%mhuhﬂlmmm of care? unseen. In fact, a 2022 PLOS One study found that one along with the prominent display of and segregation must
“Campus Mothers” initiative at IT Kharagpur  in every four Indian students symp- numbers in all student aress, aim to make  and e continual
3 rve highlights this issue. By female staff  toms of depression. However, the average student- helpseeking free. The  However, all these advances will falter without
tackle suicides, « , it relies on outdated vefully et i date changes o cam-  institutional wil, sustained funding and a shift in
’ that women nature ¢ m-mtemuﬁnrmwdm pus infrastructure, such as tamper-proof ceiling fans, Wﬁh&
. This not only reinfarces roles but also bur-  dents, sometimes tens of thousands. Even ser-  restricted access to high-risk areas and eliminating  ing and inertia can still neuter the
nOt Ban ..Al dens staff with unrecognised and untrained emotion- ~ vices. they remain hard to access, reduced to  bullying and substance abuse in hostels. court’s intentions. Monitoring and the can
al labour. As Arlie Hochschild notes emo-  formalities. Instead of s} and Crucially, the Supreme Court’s enforce compliance; commitment and Jeader-
tional labour i real work, untrained  social implement fixes of India’s coaching hubs,  ship will guarantee and safety,
ll-trained staff to manage mental crises is  like the programme. instituting career col
both ineffective and unfair. The WHO cautions that It is in this context that the Supreme Court’s his- munimnutﬂm these The writer is retired professor and former dean of
can worsen distress. intervention assumes significance. Recognising  zones. is to be guaranteed the School of Arts and Humanities at Christ
placing such responsibility on such staff  a “legislative and regulatory vacuum”, the Supreme  level committees, led magis- University in

o o o o o0 o
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China’s mega dam on Brahmaputra, and concerns in India

DIVYAA
NEWDELHI, JULY 27

CHINA ON July 19 formally began the con-
struction of a massive dam on the Brahm-
aputra river, close to the border with
Arunachal Pradesh. The $167.8-billion hy-
dropower project, with a generation capac-
ity of 60,000 MW, will be the world's largest
upon completion,

Since being announced in
2021, the project has raised
concerns in India and Bangl-
adesh about the impact it may
have on the flow of the river,

Concerns in Arunachal
The dam on the Yartung Zangbo, as the
known in Tibet, f il

atthe “Great Bend", where the river makesa
U-turn in Medog county before entering
India at Gelling in Arunachal Pradesh. The
river is called Siang in Arunachal Pradesh.

A week before the dam's groundbreak-
ing ceremony, Arunachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Pema Khandu told PITthat it wasa

water, our entire Siang belt would be de-
stroyed... In the long run... Siang and Brah-
maputra rivers could dryupmludenw
Other expy
flooding due to the intentional or uninten-
tional operation of rescrvmrs in Tibet, and
land-
slides, or earthquakes. Tibet is a seismically
active zone, and the n:pon where the dam

prone and amlngmlly fngik.

DUARNIEY view from Assam

GLOBAL

The Brahmaputrais the life-
line of Assam, fundamental to
its economy, and crmnl to its hISIDly cul»
ture, and ecal
in the flow of mc nver in the state will have
far-reaching consequences.

But Assam OM Himanta Biswa Sarma on
July 21 said that he was “not immediately
worried because Brahmaputra.. is not de-
pendent ona single source [of water " It gets
most of its waters from Bhutan, Arunachal
Pradesh, and rainwater in Assam, Sarma said.

On June 2, he had posted on X that “the

TOBEWORLD'S LARGEST
HYDROPOWER PROJECT

/
,

= =5
A P
YARLUNG TSANG PORIVER

In the unlikely event of China reducing
water flow, “it may actually help India miti-
gate the annual floods in Assam”, he had said.

The Indian response

Whileit
terthe july 19 ceremony, New Delhi has lung
been Chinese i in-

potential “water bomb™ and an
threat” He said if China “suddenly release

TELLING NUMBERS

", and that “Chi ly
~30-35% of the Brahmaputra's total flow”.

How Google users interact with
Al-generated summaries

whsm&mumwmmwmwdm

2024. Recently, o

these

AT SUMMARIES
%of Google searches that restulted in the user

Qlicking on a link in the Al summary
Clickis a

Ending their browsing session
Continuing to search Google
Leaving Google to browse a different site

Note: Figures may not add to 100% due to rounding

m«nmmmmwmn‘mmmmmt

[} GOOGLE USERS ARE LESS LIKELY TO CLICK ON A
LINK WHEN THEY ENCOUNTER SEARCH PAGES WITH

irwebsites. The Pew

Pageswith  Pageswithout
Alsummary  Alsummary
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8 m 15

26 w16

32 35
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Al SUMMARIES HAVE n QUESTIONS AND
A LARGER SHARE OF LONGER SEARCH
LINKS TO WIKIPEDIA QUERIES ARE MORE
AND .GOV SITES THAN LIKELY TO PRODUCE
STANDARD SEARCH Al SUMMARIES
RESULT PAGES DO TofCoogle
searches that
Foflinks 10 _in Google search results produced an Al
overview
sAl i -
search results
Wikipedia 6 m— BY SEARCHTYPE
3o Startswitha s 60
Wikipedia appearedinthefirst | duestionword
3 source links of 6% of Google Al Containsa o — 36
summaries. The site was on the noun & verb
first page of traditional results
in 3% of Google searches. BY NUMBER OF WORDS IN
SEARCH
Government ( gov) 10+words ——— 53
websites 2m 5-9words =— 3
Reddit , — 3-4words = 15
[ ] 1-2words E3 8
News website 5 m—
5 — Note: Question words include “whar”,
YouTube 4 m— “who, “which', “where, “when’, “how”,
8 m— | why’, Whether”, and "

the river, In January, Ministry
of External Affairs Randhir

€ Great "U" bend
IN Ille DOUNTY

o

ARUNACNAL
PRADESH

{

Jaiswal said: "As a lower riparian state with
established user rights to the waters of the
river, we have consistently expressed... our
views and concerns to the Chinese side over
mega projects on rivers in their territory,”
On July 23, Guo Jiakin, spokes) for
the Chinese Foreign Mlmsu'y rqmnm

drological data, flood prevention and disas-
ter reduction,” he said.

Ashok Kantha, a former Indian Ambas-
sador to China, had previously told The Indian
Express thatthemmlhns “very large
reservoir, in a vcrydlfﬁcul area” was “very
nsky ible". India,

Defence Studies and Analyses.

Water experts Naresh K Mathur and
Debarshee Dasgupta had previously written
in The Indian Express that as a nullynon
strategy, Indi.

in flows,

wnthChlm “forcefully”.

India is engaged wuhChma inaseriesof
confidence-building measures after Foreign
Secretary Vikram Misri announced last
October that the two sides had reached an

“on ling ar
along the Line u(AcluaJ Control, leading to
theissues

that had arisen in lhzse areas in 2020",
Mitigation

The storage of the Upper Siang project in
Arunachal Pradesh, with its 300-metre-high
dam, can serve as a buffer against variations
in the flow of the river, But progress hasbeen
slowed by local resistance against the
tial adverse enwironmental impact of the dam.

Sinha said there is a need to build more
inland channels to carry the flow of excess
water, The National Walcr Drvdupmen(
Authority

rhc Brahmaputra and its mbulancs to lhc

At the heart of India’s concerns, as artic-
ulated by CM Khandu lies the fear that China
may seek to weaponise the dam project at

be-

plus water to water-scarce regions.

utilise diplomatic channels to seek detailed

l'ull of Pahﬂandunng a f\ltuu‘ conflict.

ical and project-related data from
Oummaderwascsdownmnmlnpxt

India should

dxunﬂwﬂunesedampmmandbuﬂdns

other low npamn nelghhuurs Bhutan,

that the project was “fully’

— ondevel-

ereignty”, "China is engaged in cooperation

with countries on sharing hy-

EXPLAIN

tion in the future, said Uttam Sinha, senior
fellow at the Manohar Parrikar Institute for

GLOBAL

opinga coorduulcd protocol for advance
warning and disaster preparedness.

Israel, Palestine & the West

As Israel, with American support, continues to batter Gaza, there is a growing rift in the world — including
in the West — with regards to Israel & Palestine. But it is unclear what this will amount to on the ground

!iASHII( ALl /Eujm;

'WITH THE humanitarian crisis in Gaza grow-
i al Israel id it would
halt military operations for 10 hours a day in
parts of Gaza and allow new aid corridors.
Daysbdum lsraclandtheLllu!rdSmcs
fro

had easefire F y flour unl froma itarian aid W on Sunday. A»
with Hamas, citing the Palestinian group's = = = =

lack of "good faith", The following day, on

Friday, French President Macron  “notbe, except h ing rifti ok Istacland
announced his country would declare its  countries™, This plan, which will eventually  Palestine,

recognition of a Palestinian state at the
United Nations in September, drawing criti-
cism from both the US and Israel.

On July 21, 25 countries including ltaly,
(Canada, UK, Japan, France and the EU had as-
serted that "the war in Gaza must end now”.
In recent days, multiple Western leaders, in-
cluding Macron, UK Prime Minister Keir
Starmer, Canadian PM Mark Carney, and
Australian PM Anthony Albanese have
strongly criticised Israel's actions in Gaza.

These developments represent a global
rift — inchuding in the West — when it comes
to Israel and Palestine, It is yet to be seen
what this will mean on the ground.

Israel's war on Gaza
Over the past month, Israel's approach to
Gaza has turned more decisive. With the US

include all of Gaza's population of roughly 2.1
Dot

W The US and Israel reject any push for a
F i state. The alliance of the two

in-

cluding former ksraeli PM Ehud Olmert.
2R e

yn:d mare pointed criticism from \M:stcm
JS The July 21 joi

‘said
ddmwnudeludanmhnﬁumry

with the greatest ability to af-
fect changes on the ground has held firm
even as global pressures on Israel increase.
W Several Western states, such as Canada,
UK, and Germany, however, are seemingly
breaking from the US-Israel lllnllr While

moves the physical contours of a future
Palestinian state and has killed Palestinians
at record rates each day since October 2023,

A day before ceasefire talks broke down,

Another Knesset resolution a year ago had re-
Jected the possibility of allowing a sovereign
Palestinian state. In June, Israel approved 22
new Jewish settlements in the West Bank.

Most of Israel’s West Bank settlements
are deemed illegal by the UN and a majority
of its member states, including India. That
Israeli ministers also look to re-settle Hom-
esh and Sa-Nur in the Northern West Bank,
evacuated along with the settlements in
Gaza in 2005, is indicative of Israel’s con-

illegal occupation of Palestinian territories,
It is thus notable that France and Saudi
Arabia are set to co-chair an international
conference on the two-state solution at the
UN from July 28. While a ministerial-level
conference on the two-state solution was
held at the UN in September 2024, Israel's
war of attrition, combined with forced mass
starvation, has sparked a renewed push to
explore methods to advance the solution,

they do back Israel's jectives,
they also remain committed to potentially
i ate solution.

Aid mmlhgbultpd Palestinian rn(hvr

American Gaza Humanitanian Foundation

Note, however, that these countries also
retain their broader support for Israeli inter-
ests. Macron, for instance, called for a demil-

which

Id f-

(CHF} starving  Rarised P
i tside GHF
cmn'es urUNmmsthnnmunnLﬂm
killed by Israel

fectively deny Palestinians full sovereignty.
lTl!bealSaum:ndAnbsul:ssmk

smm tthHF began operations on May 27

Israel appears to have a carte bianche both for
its maximalist military objective of eliminat-
ing Hamas and its maximalist political ob-
Jjective of a permanent occupation of Gaza,
A chorus of Israeli ministers, like Itamar
Ben-Gvir, continue to call for Palestinians to
“leave” Gaza Defence Minister Israel Katz has
laid out Israel'simmediate plans for the Strip.
This inchudes building a “humanitarian city”
on the ruins of Rafah where 600,000
Palestinians would initially be “moved” and

that a “mass famine" is spreading in Gaza,
The World Food Program, an arm of the UN,
said recently that the hunger crisis in Gaza
had reached “new and astonishing levels of
desperation, with a third of the population
not eating for multiple days in a row.”

Global positions on Palestine

end to Israel’s current war in
C.au and aninclusive, i state

Huwcvcrunhkrurbﬂgtuhalp&ush
alongside Is

m pre-1967 borders, the current interna-
tional effort arguably occurs with the US and
s rbiy

tions over the reform of the Palestinian
Authority (restricted to the West Bank since
2007) can be addressed, the question of
Hamas' future remains a dead-end.

The upcoming |mrmnonal conference
will bolster suppost

solution to the ofwnal dispute. However,
most of these states have markedly limited
abilities to actually shape events on the

by ll'.’ ul (hc UN's 193 member
states) but the degree to which participating
states can influence Israeli actions remains
unclear, It remains to be seen if the confer-

_ The French decision to Pale-

agrov

and Arab states remaindisinclinedto  ence propels states to undertake punitive

punitive ic or military of any nature and scale against

measures against lsrael, Istael, failing which Tel Aviv has little incen-

Status of two-state soluti sion, JSsupport

Broadly, despite the failure of the Oslo

Accords of 1995, mnnnan:shavennodby Bashir Ali Abbas is a Senior Research

the two-s I he only achievable Asmuulmnhtfmntﬂprsuwcnnd
outcome — even as Israel pmgmssrvﬁy re- Defense Research, New Delhi

From point of origin to point of refuge: meanings & memories inRaza’s ‘bindu’

VANDANA KALRA
NEW DELHL JULY 27

FOR MOST of his life, artist Sayed Haider

Raza called France his home: after moving

to Paris to study art in 1950,

hemadea retum

to India only in 2010, at the
of 88,

In the 1970s, by which
time Razawasan

SIGNATURE

served asan anchor formost of Raza's artis-
ticcompositions.

Getting the polm

this dot)." a primary school teacher once
told an eight-year-old Raza,
inabid to curb the boy's rest-
lessness,

It was difficult at first,
but then | got his point.
Gradually, blotting out much

painter of the Parisian else, my mind settled down
School, the artist looked to to focus solely at that centre..,
re-connect to his roots, “He MOTIFS Ifound myself riveted,” Raza
felt there wasn't much of ST S wrote ina 1989 article in the
India in his work," Ashok A SERIES llustrated Weekly of India.
Vajpeyi, Raza's longtime Thus began a life-long fasci-
friend and author of Celebration & Prayer:  nation with the hindu,

Life and Light in Raza’s Art (2025), told The Cn:mmg up in the jungles of Madhya
Indian Express, here his father served as a forest

“He began searching for a singular mo-
tif that could hold multiple meanings and
spiritual possibilities, And from this search
emerged the bindu,” Vagpeyi said.

For more than four decades, the bindu,
which can be translated as “dot” or “point”,

L im m

officer, l!au 's initial work was heavily in-
fluenced by nature,

In the mid-1950s, he was largely paint-
ing landscapes, devoid of figures.

The earliest hints of his iconic bindu
would appear at this time, most notably

with his 1953 painting The Black Sun, de-
picting a black orb that towers over a geo-
metricised cityscape, The 1968 painting

amid fluid strokes in warm shades.

As central motif
 Itwasinthe 1970s, however, ﬂmku‘s

Ibring?). th
accompanied by fluid strokes in vibrant
colours, evoking memory and emotion,
Talking about his work in the 1980s,
R said: "My present i re-
sult of two parallel enquiries. Firstly, it
aimed at pure plastic order, form-order.
Secandly, it concerns the theme of l\illll!

itual abstraction, inspired R the likes of
Mark Rothko and

In Bindu (1981), Raza had a black circle
dominate the canvas divided into equal
quarters, ithis

metric borders, The subsequent years saw

several works in the Bindu series, with the

motif rendered within defined frames. The
bptes : the bindh

.

become inseparable. The point, the bmdh,
symbolises the seed bearing the potential
of all life.." (Artists Today: East-West Visual
Arts Encounter,

3

Many meanings

“The bindu emerged as an icon that
came to signify many things, It was the
point of origin from where everything be-

it )
and prokriti-purusha (the female and the
male energy). Though predominately ren-
dered in black, the bindu also appeared in
other colours — including the intense blue
center in the oil Blue Bindu ( 1983 ) and the
white core in Shanti Bindu (2007

“In his creative bindu could both
be the starter and the concluding form.
Sometimes he would begin with the con-
around it, bringing it alive as the vital epi-
center. At other times, he would do some-
thing and then place the bindu within,"
Vapeylsald

Rausvtryhnwwas.swnm(zmﬁ) I\ada

it

des As

gan, whahtnlinennfumn

Dy this time, Raza's palette had bemme
denser and he had gravitated towards spér-

the womb of the earth, with i circle that and lsawurkhlddm' hr!wellanoﬂmng of
tial for life. ridmdmmd.imllmmrdmm good wishes for

Painted in 1981, hi Moa  tration, i and reflection. On an-

i other| it a point of with- This f
which he professed his longing for home.  drawal and solitary refuge from the chaos and the i
ing lines from Vajpeyi's poem  of the world,” Vajpeyi said. their works.
Maa, laulknr)ah unum kw lanurw? Over the years, as Raza created his own
(Mother, when | retum home i bindu, by i Next: Himmat Shah's Heads
epaperindanexsrosscon I [ wEE W N
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The creativity curriculum

As we journey towards Viksit Bharat 2047, our greatest strength will be in our capacity
toimagine, narrate, and innovate, Let's build an India where every child is a creator

SMRITI IRANI

the rattling loom, among other evolving
contexts, I've seen one truth hold steady —
our power lies inour imagination, curiosity,
creativity and innovation, India's creative
economy is projected to reach $80 billion by
2026, according to a report gnblhhcd re-
cently, “Creative Economy” is not just a
smart phrase but halds the potential for

ets, it can oper-
ate as a strategic lever of inclusive growth. |
want to bring together two powerful per-
spectives — education and entreprencur-
ship, and classrooms and creators. Together,
they present India's development frontier
with strong, inclusive opportunities, The
question, therefore, arises: How quickly can
our institutions prepare young minds with
the skills and confidence to help them par-
ticipate in the creative economy?

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

hkmkyymummnwmaxmmldm»dmlmlyhymmgd\c

but by aking heed of the broader

lessons about lhc people’s |nulﬁed cxp«utimu of their government.”

The soft
sedition

Regional prejudice feeds into the ongoing
trend of linguistic vigilantism. These
tendencies undermine national integration

RAMANAND SHARMA AND
SANDEEP KUMAR

language but also to work and reside

the country. A Bihari living in
Bengaluru or a Manipuri living in Mumbai
Fomtig My v
the nation. This is not just a cultural sensitiv-
ity issue, but a matter of constitutional
morality, which Ambedkar invoked while
warning against majoritarian tyranny,

ate linguistic conformity is a violation of
.

A FEW WEEKS ago, a shopkeeper was al-
legedly attacked in _Mumbai by

Linguistic vi
ration, which is essential for India's econ-
omy, "

L Similar

been reported across Maharashtra and
other parts of India. In Bengalury, destruc-
tion of Hindi-written signage is quite fre-
quent, and in Tamil Nadu, anti-Hindi cam-
paigns have a long history — dwy often

This anxiety proliferates i

contexts, job interviews and housing pref-

erences, shrinking the ambit of what it

means to be Indian. Cultural majoritarian-

ism does not simply become political, as
but

people

resurface i
mmmmm:mu:m.

“Mhldlmmuhn&!m.'m
sedition”, (BNS)

southemn il f

)

threats

2023,
to the nation. BNS's Section lﬂxhwl-

isin-

Arecent report, ‘Shaping creasingly xptudin; across the nation, alwm take the form of rebellion, insurrec-
Education to the $80 billion Creative These tendencies are not secessionist, but  tion,orarmed revalt. Language-based exclu-
Economy’, byalndulndmnw they undermine national integration and  sion, violence and campaigning carve out

CR Sasikumar constitute a new type of “soft sedition”.  zones of exclusion Such ideological subver-
students They rege kind. i sionmust, therefore, be addressed as a poten-
mdlms in dedgn thinking, research and  tional systems, They aren’t just telling sto- cubators in every district —where students that lives by cultural bullying, verbal vio- | atie il

world problem-solving, These are 215t~ ries — they are telling “their” stories and fu- prototype campaigns, narrate local stories, lence and everyday discrimination, sault on “the unity and integrity of India”,
umury and fthe elling oted in | mdlumtﬁ,ﬂlpmmualﬂeﬂu of regional identities argue
creative economy, In a world where Al can  guage, identity and local pride, ansformation won't happen in silos. faced with the implementation of the New  that linguistic pride is crucial to India’s fed-
code but not create, these gaps matter, We saw this raw, vernacular creative Mlnlstnu like MoE, MSDE and 1&B must Education Policy (NEP) 2020, especially its  eral character, They are not wrong, India’s

The NEP 2020 calls ing 21st-  surge how India speaks, learns converge — blending ddlllnl with story- three-language equation, NEP aims tode-  strength has always been its ability to bind
century skills — critical thinking, creativity, i launch telling, Ina ! mnhummylvmcuhlm tra-
collaboration, and communication — into  public streaming platform, WAVES OTT, just X
the curriculum. But we must go further.  owned by Prasar Bharati, WAVES OTT ac- and writing — it's about creating, pitching, students to be taught three in- withdivision, L mﬂmxmm
With the CBSE now art-inte- what nts and publishing, Onpa- o
grated learning from Grades |-X,and theRs  not — by elevating daily creators, it is mak- Yet, the true power of the creative econ- per, it allows states to choose these lan- The executive must act quickly and de-
400 crore Indian Institute of Creative  inglocal d i th omy will be unlocked not only from scale However, inmany partsofnon-Hindi ~ cisively, Law enforcement should
Technologies (IICT) launching in Mumbai, ional Intoday's India, the but in its social resonance, In communities itwasseenas asurreptitiousadvance-  be directed to identify, , report and
the blueprint is emerging. mmpmrfulpubll:mmim‘tmp- where institutions are slow or absent, cre- ment of Hindi and perceived as athreatto  prosecute language-based hate crimes un-

Creativity cannot be part-time, And 6n down it'screated, uploaded, and amplified ators i g i der
M sense, it cannot be g WAVESnnnu passive gaps, shifting norms and activating public Politicians from all parties and regions
time pipelis awareness in real time. In Odisha, tribal Theyh the law. p
ul mindset mmlnl mmulh malwr hli- dying! tector of the Ci the

from villages and towns and pro- mate-resilient lurmln; reaching over 50 act,

mu!mybemwdw}uulnmm

vides them with an equal opportunity to
stream their content, Small-time films, es-

India's creative force is
loding — not just in

content

5,00,000 farmers, where
sion systems have fallen short (UNICEF
2024). In Kerala, ASHA workers produce

mmbdn;jmdﬂedna o
Hindi imposition. Even the mthmlpmlu

The Centre a
National Linguistic Harmony Mission,

mmwmwm in-  and student films can all showcase their mcmn hul in vﬂhgc short-form health content in of, of Home Affairs or the Ministry of Culture,
content alongside each other. tyard onTB atthe  to monitor promote
(1B) are In across India, teachers are i N . compared to state-led clinic d d
veloping core wmwmu:m of the audve into solo- h nes, and I"“" community Vernacular influencers, across platforms, republic. Article 1 of the C says, diffi
economy in school stud centres, With affordable have driven more than 70 million viewson ~ *India, that is Bharat, shall be a Union of  teract, The Home Ministry should issue pub-
Indian boards. chalk.wn.mdanmm educates millions tech and deep cultural roots, subjects like menstrual health, child nutri- States." This choice of words reflects a con- : i abuse and
India's creative force is exploding —not  through YouTube. Meanwhile, Bengaluru's over 100 million Indians — tion, and P ften left i ction of the idea that states are  onl ttacks based on L will
Just in metros, but in village d builds storytelling. f dlocal out of mainstream media, sovereign, Unlike by the BNS.

i and local theatre, and filmmaking into everyday armers, weavers, and loca As we journey towards Viksit Bharat a federation that unites countries through Inthe Wd Indhia, 0o one is a sec-
tres. With affordable tech and deep cultural  learning, In Maharashtra, 17-year-old experts — have become 2047,0ur greatest strength will not be in fac- treaties, Indiais a civilisational pnltymn- citizen, India’s strength has never
roots, over 100 million Indians — farmers,  Shraddha Garad launched her own digital digital creators, The m:.gm tories o code — but in our capacity to imag- come from but from em-
weavers and local experts — have become i has now ine, narrate, and innovate. In a world shaped The 1956 linguistic mwlunmwnsw bracing difference. From Kalidasa and
digital creators, The creator economy has  demic, is now selling patterns online and he 5506 il * by algorithms, India's currency is creativity tended to accommodate diversity through “Tagore to Dhararmvir Bharati
now surpassed the $500 million mark, pow-  mentoring younger girls in her village — a t IOUDON SRR, —and its potential is limitless. Let's build an better administration. Premchand, our greatest voices came

but by student, a creator, and an P 1 not by ¥ India where every child is a creator, and Language does create a strong sense of  fromdifferent comers, yet spoke to the same
n\entkhyllnnvdudmwymﬂwm rolled into one, panadwhulbynw every creator is a force for economic, cul- identity and belonging in India, but itneeds  soul. India does not need a lingua franca; it
Th they wly sig authunidt 1 Its tural, and social transformation. That is the to be framed as 4 common resource — not
nalsof hi policy now Y India we must shape, the right tate, i snot
munmm,m.lnlhummm respond d and scale. £ o QUALY power X juluﬂl:pmvnnkuuwlh
aem by tradi- it ia labs in- The writer is a former Union Minister lationships, Our linguistic diversity should a people, If we
not be a reason for division, but a means | fil to act now, we risk the very ideaof India.
which we mdenund are
The C y Indian citizen Sharma i
freedom through Articles 14, 19and 21 Every College, ummyo/mmwnmua
A C ’ l t Indian has the right not only to speak their advocate, Defhi High Court
Party must introspect, not blame. Leaders must listen to workers, respect merit LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Astisi Dua SORRY STATE duced open violence, and some dis-
THISREFERS TOthe report, Centreorders — placed families have begun to return
“THE STEADY DECLINE of Congress'selectoral — observer of Maharashtra politics for more d d the fef- to i The (IEJuly27).  home, However, these positive develop-
ing. It than 15 years, | could not stop myself from  ficient delivery of welfare schemes, It also must vet P The terrible ments are by the un-
h inth i ol tapped into the dynasty discourse, historical  the data. If any party lete col- illage  bridged and deep-seated
el As against the national trend, Congress  glory and i Congress  lapse of its own of P he d i bmnmkuh-lnwwmwn-

i that were once | A hasbeen i The 2019 slow or reactive, caught up in { theen- schools partic-
few in the long list are Uttar Pradesh, elections gave us 44 seats witha  false pride, and th shotsch ﬂnpulllmpm:en,thennnudsmmln in the state. The government's suspen- uhrtythonlhxukuam
Maharashtra, Haryana Madhya Pradeshand  vote share of 1587 per cent, This came asa  to shoot the messenger, house in order. sion of the school principal and fom sation and a delangln; of militant
Assam, In Kerala Congress's loss marked the  surprise to people outside the party as well The Mahayuti government returned, in bl > ic interests, must
endof a decad [ i ngn 2024, on the back of welfare schemes like  To 1y y chief min- i The funm of a peaceful
being voted out, st and all d Ladki Bahin, fres toll-free ac-  isters, union ministers, PCC and vil-  Manipurwill be

Itis not that there have been no wins,  resources for the poll, Star oo alsoben-  other senior leaders have left Congress or lage road was paved in preparation for dwmiudpﬂknlmmmuh
However, long-term gains that should have  stayed away. But our workers, with their ears lised Opposition, which  been all but forced out, To win an election, the chief minister’s visit to the accident  transcend ethnic divisions,
accrued are frittered away because of a my- wthe]mund. delmmd. The rebound in wanmlmmnrudmwsumkmnn gup i il ive it can Khokan Das, Kolkato
opicvision Those Y minute, This was a far cry wnhlhe be tosuch tragedies. The government al-
neither nor d — Nagpur first  from the Congress ‘must not alienate loyal and locates a pittance for the repair and ren- A RECOGNITION

rules the roost. € are mhrﬂylndmdslnﬂnwrnnlllh Jjust a few months earfier. as wel ovation of the now-dilapidated struc-

e who  paris of the ed d middl Myou nmmymnnmuhmiln msnm:xsmmmm ‘France to
care can do s lament, as with this col inthe Lok Sabh and voting which  voters. It must start beli Jplnlnme does th talk draws fire
18years,  al thatis  areforthe i merits of merit fety audits, mmmm::m (IE,July 26).
and | was a lateral entry into the party. | where the success story ends. involves multiple layers and actors, includ-  winning elections and thereby gaining n- Kamal Laddha, Bangalore  President Emmanuel Macron's an-
building | sac- Maharashtra politics can shift at any  ing Booth Level Agents (BLAs ), polling agents, Whmmnll»s.llmunembmafeed- nouncement is more than symbolic, It
rificed a career despite belonging to a mid-  time, It took down Maha Vikas Aghadi, un- ting agents, polling officials and oth back the griev- PEACEFUL FUTURE hauhulsnld\eumlqun one in
dle-class family with no "pedigree”, money  able to manage the pulls and pushes of the  including it ances of those in lhe field, For that, the the suffering
or muscle power, My original motivation is  allies. The unilateral decision by a few indi-  cies at any stage must be by THIS REFERS TO the editorial,'Missing m(;mhnbnnmwnhdphlmﬂ:
as strong as ever, However, over the years, | viduals in Congress to withdraw from the  person concerned. The parties have their  to party who ha (IE, July 26). inertia, By invoking France's "historical
have witnessed how sycophancy and medi- ~ Speaker’s chair without taking allies on checking and check- amﬂnns. nt mul do lh& mlm isnot has been mmded inManipurbyan-  commitment to peace” and the two-
ocrity in the prevailing system are steadily hundnmodylmapowvﬁul position va-  ing mechanisms involving BLAs appointed  inthe other six months, But few would con-  state solution, Macron is laying the
" i dell i and ledaspec- by them, polling agents, counting agents,  the leadership. test this, as the Centre is struggling to  groundwork for Europe to move from
small men conspire to keep providing the lu\lhr inability to l’mxe Later, ing war come C ayatraof find a durab th - wible po-
electoral platform to their families, cronies ete, Forms If- f flict, L NBiren  sitioning, the US and
and followers, This attitude is didate al The shocking d where it truly stands today. Singh. fallof the BJP Israel have called this move “reckless”

by alack he grour feat of the Shiv there has been a discemible but fragile  and “shameful”

Maharashtra has been in the news re- In\imnmm'lhﬂ]f'plxhd dmuﬂpwdbywuwoim:dbylh The writer is an AKCC Member, calm, A crackdown on militant groups S Paul, Chakdaha
cently, Having been the C accepted, signed, Jormer AICC Secretary in charge of
in charge of the state for six years, and as an It had won th onna- ullbdwimnokﬂlduwulmnu 2018-2024)
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

CARRY IT FORWARD

India-UK trade pact is marked by a confident approach of export
proactiveness rather than import defensiveness
OW THAT THE India-UKC Economicand Trad
(CETA aled, the foc h i
the US. Amajor

ment before US President Donald Trump's August 1 deadline — tnmher
spmh:eso—cﬂhdmpma!unl‘fsufupwzﬁpcrm—lsmlm India does not

want toopen up for Ameri mrmm;mmmwm
ucts. What thit i from the fact that India's agri-
culmralnponsmmtus.nmbihanmmlmcdtdusmwmnfsldbllmA
26 per cent tariff will definitely hurt Indi food exps US that alone was val-

ued at $2.5 billion. That loss would be a gain for the likes of Ecuador and Chile, slapped
with only the 10 per cent baseline tariff.

On the other hand, the fear of US farm imports is more about perception than reality.
Take dairy, where the US isn't as big an exporter of milk powder, butter and cheese as
New Zealand and the European Union. Or soyabean, where India imported over $5 bil-
lion worth of its oil during 2024-25. The bulk of that was from Argentina and Brazil, with
the US share at just $126.3 million. The US is, no doubt, cost competitive in com and the
wudds hlmpmdumraswtlluaporm But corn is basically a feed grain, also in-

Allowing i India’s dairy
aggravated by the diversion of com
fofﬁldnhmdpmdmnms!mdemandnglhnulmsmmw!sbylndum—

evitable, whether from the US or elsewhere.
India need:

de policy protection, but ing and di
versifying its exports. That happened during 2003-04 to 2013-14, when the country's
agriculture exports soared from $7.5 billion to $43.3 billion and new markets were cre-
alrdmpmdmﬁslrmbammmdbdhlunralwfmztnshnmps.guargummul.
chilly bout $52 billion in 2024-
25. Even worse have been shlpmtmcums onrice, wheat, sugar or onion — clamprd at
the slightest indication of domestic supply CETAhasbeena

ture, with India successfully negotiating duty-free access for its exports of seafood,
processed fonds spices, fruit and the L

cut tariffs whisky.c i and sal

hardly

offering to
Asim-
ilar confident appmarh of export proactiveness rather than import defensiveness is re-
quired in deals with other countries — the US included.

while

A WELCOME NUDGE

ICJ verdict on climate obligations, though not binding, could
push rich countries to do more to check global warming

ASTWEEK, THE International Coun of Justice (IC]) ruled that cnuntncs are
“obliged” to“prevent ge”. The Court
ammrdbmrﬂymiuimdbyammhﬂdmdbymuﬂi&
land states, for an “advisory” to “ensure protection of the environment” from
GHG emissions, In a process that stretched over two years, the IC] consulted experts, in-
cluding those from the IPCC, as well as representatives of nations and blocs such as the
Organisati -‘!hrl’mdnm ountries, to affirm that “limiting global warm-
ingto 15d i b gnal fornations™ and that
they are obliged to make a&quammnb\mu'mthﬂnsmgtmdvm'yls
mhm‘mmwnmnumumddbmlhwhkmummngmdmw

1d aleo b

change It
dence. push for stronger climate action,
TmyemmmhnsPaammtmadnuphrdmmmmumlcmn
weather: on the absence of a collec-
tive resolve to decarbonise the world economy. The UN's annual climate meet has taken
lmlmmmmmnmhlmmmdmmMIm
Yet, Jong dif.
fiol lnwzrsUNRTI
meet at Baku, billed as the finance CoP, was a particular disappointment. Leaders of most
nwm'(mmmm failed to turn up, and lessthannﬂomnhsmm:umml the US

8

ynumfm(-Pam. 10

yth'anS_‘nu
have, by and large, got ath The ICJ advi-
sory spelt However.i of
0 suffercli \age igger awave of litigation for
damaps lnmmuwm vulnera-
4 i . jected any sug-

gestion for reparations. The IC)'s opinion could move the needle forward.
ﬂrmuNmmhasdmaﬂhmdlh:salknmommmmﬂcd a:lmrnmhmd:l'ﬁu'

suchas India, to.
i jati underil in. The k() the his-
FreEZE FRAME EP Unny

Sounds (ike History, close to
French Revolution. If we
strike now, L can stop it

‘WORDLY WISE
THE EARTI IS A FINE PLACE AND
WORTH FIGHTING FOR.
— ERNEST HEMINGWAY

Be uncertainty-ready

Unpredictability around US tariffs will not be over after
August 1 —and trade deals with America may not help

JAHANGIR AZzIZ

THE US TARIFF saga has gone through
many twists and turns, And many more
are likely left. The ratcheting up of tariffs
last month is broader and higher than ex-
pected. In late May, the view was that
while the extant US average tariff rate was
around 13-14 per cent, it was headed to-
wards 18-20 per cent.

Much of the increase was expected to
be focused on ASEAN, where the tariff rate
would be raised to that of China's to elim-
inate of Chinese
the US via the region. While those on
Vietnam and Indonesia were in line with
expectations, the additional tariffs on
Brazil, Canada, and Mexico were not. Nor
was the higher 50 per cent rate on copper.

However, ing, in-
cluding with India, the EU, and Korea. If
this week's Japan deal is any guide, tariffs
on these economies will likely be half of
the threatened levels. But, even at the re-
duced rate, if these, along with those on
EU and the likely extensions of global sec-
toral tariffs to semiconductors and phar-
maceuticals are realised, then the effective
tariff rate could well exceed 20 per cent.
All eyes are therefore on August 1, which
is the new deadline set by the administra-
tion for countries to finalise trade deals.

But there is an upcoming and surpris-
ingly overlooked event that could easily
make these trade deals moot and plunge
the tariff discussions into more uncer-
tainty. On May 28, the US Court of
International Trade (USCIT) ruled that tar-
iffs imposed using the provisions under
the International Emergency Economic
Powers Act (IEEPA) overstepped the au-
thority granted by the Act. The ruling did
not consider the current conditions in the
US to be a “state of emergency,” which is
needed to invoke IEEPA, to be convincing
nor the use of tariffs to address it. Tariffs
could be imposed, if the government so
desired, but via the other options at its dis-
posal. Not [EEPA. A federal appeals court
granted the government a stay on the or-
der and is slated to begin hearing argu-

On May 28, the US Court of
International Trade
(USCIT) ruled that tariffs
imposed using the
provisions under the
International Emergency
Economic Powers Act
(IEEPA) overstepped the
authority granted by the
Act. The ruling did not
consider the current
conditions inthe UStobea
‘state of emergency,’ which
is needed to invoke IEEPA,
to be convincing nor the use
of tariffs to address it.

ments on the appeal on July 31.

All the universal, reciprocal, and fen-
tanyi-related tariffs are based on [EEPA. The
tariffs unaffected are the Section 301 tar-
iffs on China imposed ullkrTmmp IDand

ded by the Biden

the global sectoral tariffs i au-
tos and auto parts, copper, and steel that
were imposed under Section 232,

Itis unclear how the appeals court will
rule. But regardless of the decision, either
party is likely to move the case to the
Supreme Court. If the tariffs under IEEPA
are eventually disallowed by the US
Supreme Court, the government will shift
to other options. Tariffs are central to this
administration's economic agenda and
will thus be pursued. Unlike those under
IEEPA, the tariffs under the other options
are more cumbersome, llmllcd in scope,
and si more resource i
But they can be implemented in a com-
pressed time frame if the administration
so desires.

A potential sequence of such actions
could be the following. Use Section 122 to
impose tariffs of 15 per cent for 150 days
on all countries (justified to address bal-
ance of payments needs or to prevent a
significant depreciation of the dollar). At
the same time, ratchet up the tariffs on
China that were imposed under Section
301 in Trade War 1.0 by both the Trump
and Biden administrations.

Keep tariffs on steel and aluminum at
50 per cent (as on copper) and raise that
on autos from 25 per cent to 50 per cent.
Hasten the ongoing Section 232 (sector
specific on grounds on m(inm] economic

security) i i -

other countries too ).

Complete Section 301 investigations on
large trading partners (some are ongoing,
for mmple on the EU and Bnnl] These

ions are resource ive as
they need to first identify the specific pol-
xy ofa tridlrg pamu-r thatisthe basls of
“unfair c “and q fy the
“harm" that such policies impose on US
consumers for each product and for each
country. The tariff rate needs to be com-
mensurate with the harm caused and,
thus, differ, from product to product for
each country. Finally, roll all tariffs under
Sections 301 and 232.

As one can imagine, this is an arduous
and uncertain process. However, the di-
rection of travel is more certain — the av-
erage effective tariff rate is likely to settle
close to 20 per cent. Needless to say, the
country- and product-specific impact of
Sections 301 and 232 tariffs could be vastly
different than under [EEPA.

Markets so far have largely shrugged off
the announced new tariffs. This is under-

the quick ion after
the strong market and corporate reaction to
ion Day tariffs; ibili

the August 1 deadline is postponed; and the
eventual negotiated tariff rates could be dif-
ferent from those announced.

However, a court ruling on IEEPA could
well turn both the August 1 deadline and
the trade deals moot, including potentially
that with India. If the basis of these deals,
thatis, IEEPA, is no longer admissible, then
we are headed for renegotiations with tar-
iffs under sections 301 and 232, These
could be starkly diﬁcmm than those that
are being

tors, pharmaceuticals, and lumbcr tobring
these under the tariff net of 25 per cent -
50 per cent.

Use Section 338 to impose tariffs on
countries that are deemed mdm:nmman:

The uncertainty Amund US tariffs will
not be over after August 1, even with
signed trade deals. US courts might
well upset the best laid plans of mice
and men. Continued uncertainty is the

Tariffs could be imposed, if
the government so desired,
but via the other options at
its disposal.

against US | inter-

only

ests (such as digital services taxes by
Australia, the EU, Canada, India, and oth-

The writer is Chief Emerging Markets

ers, the taxes are i on

ist, | P Morgan. Views are personal

A HULKING PRESENCE

In early '90s, WWFwas how middle-class kids first met America — and Hulk Hogan

AAKASH JOSHI

AROUND 1993-94, Asix-year-old was hang-
ing on for dear life onto the railing with one
hand and the other clutching his mother lest
he fall out the door of one of Delhi's once-
infamous Red Line buses, Terrified, but un-
willing to show it, the boy shouted, “Hulk
Hogan ki ynm pehchan, peeli kacchi, phun
banynan”. Everyone in earshot, includin,
driver and conductor, burst out I.m ind
soon, the kid had pride of place — sitting on
the large covering over the gear stick, next
to the driver.

Hulk Hogan (the stage name Terry
Bollea was known by ), who died on July 24
at the age of 71, likely didn’t realise the im-
pact he — and the WWF, later WWE —
ona country that had just been opened up
to America. But for a generation, particu-
larly the boys among them, wrestling was
our soap opera and our cultural context. It
shaped how we saw the US in much the

Today, Americanisms are a part of the vo-
cabulary for most Indian English speakers.
“My bad" (instead of my fault) and “I'm
good™ (not as a moral assessment but to say
“I am well™) are thrown about without a
thought for the poor English teacher who
taught us the basics of grammar.

It wasn't so when Hulkamania — and
Bret Hart, The Undertaker, Lex Luger,
Shawn Michaels, Razor Ramon and

Yukunma came into the lives of today's
like the

Wrestling — and most of all
Hulk Hogan — clearly had a
deep cultural impact. And
this impact became a
weapon for the assertion of
American soft power and

proj la. Hogan, ‘a good

way Sagar's Ramayan l
our view of mythology. And America was, e
at least back then,a mylhnl place.

Liberalisation — both in terms of how it
pushed up upper-middle-class incomes
and impacted culture — didn't truly hit till
the 2000s. In the early '90s, most of us were
much more “local”, still struggling to be part
aof the flattening of culture that shows like
Friends and Seinfeld would later bring about.

guy' for much of his career
(he did turn heel’ and
become ‘Hollywood Hogan'
for a while), was the first
global wrestling
superstar. And he was an
all- American hero.

uttered on the bus were the most common
form of comedy: “Yokozuna went to Poona,
eating Choona” or “Undertaker, ice cream
maker”, etc. WWF Trump cards were the
card game of choice, and recreating
wrestling matches was practically a sport.
The first “fancy” birthday parties were
wrullmg-mcmed — with masks and
ip belts. The first desi,

ﬁlws were shaped like wrestlers,

As the kids grew up, WWF-WWE kept
up. The risque “attitude era™ meant boys
kept imitating Stone Cold Steve Austin and
Triple H — giving the middle finger and the
“s**kit" gesture. It was dangerous, feeding
the proto-adolescent's desire for risk-tak-
ing and masculine assertion.

Wrestling — and most of all Hulk Hogan
— clearly had a deep cultural impact. And

this impact became a weapon for the as-
sertion of American soft puwu and prop-
aganda. Hogan, “a good guy” for much of
his career (he did “turn heel” and become

“Hollywood Hogan" for a while), was the
first global wrestling superstar. And he was
anall-American hero. His nemesis was the
Iron Sheik (an evil, conniving character
from West Asia ). His theme song was " am
a Real American” and justified military in-
tervention in the name “fighting for the
rights of every man",

And we swallowed it all up, as kids,
without knowing better. Blond American,
good guy. Brown and Black, not as much,
Through soap-opera plots, Hulk and the
WWF kept us hooked.

Wirestling today no longer pretends to
be “real™; it has many more stars and looks
way more slick. In deference to the Indian
market, it made superstars of the Great
Khali and Jinder Mahal. Hulk Hogan had his
share of controversies, a reality show and
something of a sordid personal life. But for
those who idolised him when they
were five, who remembered the rhyme
about his costume when hanging out of the
door of a bus, there will always be a soft
spot for Hulkamania.

aakash joshi@expressindia.com

JuLry 28,1985, FORTY YEARS AGO

Coupr IN UGANDA

REBEL UGANDAN SOLDIERS overthrew the
ﬁv&yur—dd ;m-mmem of Milton Obote

power Radio
Uganda said Brig Banhoohn(]h'ilo top-
pled President Obote who is believed to
have fled to Kenya, The radio broadcast by
Second Lieutenant Walter Lacuru gave no
further details.

29 MLAS RESIGN

FIVE OPPOSITION PARTIES in Haryana have
decided to launch a movement against the
Rajiv Gandhi-Longowal agreement on
Punjab. Twenty nine of the

Haryana State. Asrmbly have handcd over
their

mitted to the Speaker on August 9, tleun
India Day, after a rally in Rohtak.

GUJARAT BANDH

ON AN INCIDENT-FREE day, the “Gujarat
bandh" call given by the striking govern-
ment employees, demanding abolition of
the caste-based roster system of promotion,
evoked a good response in parts of
Saurashtra and Baroda, while it had little ef-
fectin South Gujarat. A bomb explosion was
reported at a place of worship in the
Vassam suburb area of the city. No details
available.

epaper.lndlanexpv‘ - .

were

ASSAM AGITATION

ASSAM AGITATION LEADERS were not in-
terested in continuing the talks to resolve
the foreigners issue at the official level and
even threatened fresh agitation if the Centre
delayed in arriving at a solution. AASU lead-
ers were reported to have said that there
was no need for having another round of
talks with the union home secretary, RD
Pradhan, which was stated to be held in
Shillong. Pradhan had assured the delega-
tion that the Centre was keen in solving the
issue and there was no “uncertainty” over
the resumption of the talks. “We will inti-
mate to him our desire of having talks at the
political level”, the leaders have said.
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A shift in mindset

India-UK trade deal paves way for those with EU, US
On Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to the United Kingdom (UK) last week,
India and the UK finalised and signed a Comprehensive Economic and Trade
Agreement, which appears to be the most expansive trade deal that India h.!s
agreed to in recent years. A fr k (FTA h
has been under discussion for some years now. Negotiations were formally
launched in January 2022; then UK Prime Minister Borls Johnson hnd hopcd to
have it "doneby Diwali” that year. But in fact, infc 1
on since even before Britain voted to leave the Eumpan Union in 2016. The con-

toursof what possible time Sixorseven
years ago, New Delhi might | iff reduc-
also a large visa or mij toany
Such i with David Cameron’s successor,
Theresa May, at Number 10 Dy Butthe p in Britain has
turned smﬁdmuy against migmiwn in (hc inn:rlm Just 1,800 additional pmfcs
sional been he isible when
evenan 1 doubl; into
nmbrmnuovcnymlhcUlLWhﬂclhcmnmoMglpsinmlsngmml— for
tobe ~ itis fairto say that thisis the most

P PR

shift in New Delhi’s mindset on trade.

The question is how much this shift in mindset can be applied now to other
trading partners, particularly the European Union (EU). A deadline for the con-
clusion of the India-EU FTA has been set, with India’s Prime Minister and Euro-
pean Commission President Ursula von der Leyen saying that it should be
condudedbylhcmdoﬂhhyur Sofar, th jons India

d assuch

UK have home.
can therefore afford to cut tariffs a linlndm:pcl and more broadly when it comes
to the EU. Some of that might well be necessary, bcnusc!hc EU, with its size and

STAY INFORMED THROUGH THE DAY (B WWW.BUSINESS-STANDARD.COM

OPINION 9

Tarifts create the wrong jobs

Should the US really be making T-shirts and shoes?

ILLLISTRATION: AJAYA MOMANTY

-~
LIV & o AU

It is now abundantly clear that United States (US)
President Dotmld Trump does lndmd belleve that a

p
Y.

number, this is not exactly a vast Improvement over
Mr Trump's original threat of 20 per cent. Indonesia

higher

Is this assumption safe? WIll, for example, the

spikes in prices shift back to the US?

‘There are several subordinate questions here.
First, Is this the Trump administration’s intention?
Second, Is It even possible? And third, if it s possible,
Isitagood thing?

‘The first question, about Intent, unfortunately
does not have a clear answer. It reflects the broader
divides within the administration on trade policy.
Some, like senlor advisor Peter Navarro, belleve in
high tariffs across the board. But even those who are
more moderate, like Commerce Secretary Howard
Lutnick, have inthe past sald that *T-shirts, sneakers,
and towels™ will be made in the US once again.

‘The President himself, however, when specifically
asked, has sald that “we're not looking to make
sneakers and T-shirts, We want to make military
equipment. We want to make big things ... chips and
computers and unks and shlps If so, it Is not qultz
clear what

‘The second questlonA on whether onshoring in
textile production Is even achlevable, Is another
question. Certainly, some low-margin goods might
wellbe possible to repatriate. Consider the humble T-
shirt, which has few remaining American manufac-
turers. Estimates for the additional cost that
consumers might pay If imports are replaced vary.
But at the very least, there will be an additional cost

lucunhwynuymxrmmﬂuumwdhelghmmn uu per cent tariff on its exports and to of aunit. This I
Inearly most Uhpumh base cost, but not Th y
April, when he held up a chart with lllogical and Inex- Many such willbein ng an increase in at

plicably high tariff rates attached.
Onlya fm:ﬁon of those threats from Mr Trump

d agree-

ffiect. But the Yale Budget Lab never-

ments than any other entity. But the payoffs wlll be equivalently large. The EU,
unlﬂu: lhc Ul( l!mllns a major manufacturing power and it is at the centre of

1 h hat Indian producers h uggled to break into.
From that point of view, there is no question that an India-EU FTA might be the
single-most transformative action that the government could take to enhance
India’ scconmmcpmspem in the coming year.

hat New Delhi will haveto fight, protect-
ing India’s market access to, and trade surplus with, the United States (US). Presi-
dent DunnldTrump smmnd deadline for high tariffson imports into lthSiu iasl
such as Japan, h

with him. None of these deals is tothe hat have
signed them with the US. The UK, which exports less to the US than it imports,
ncvmhclcsl now faces a 10 percent baseline tariff. Japan faces 15 per cent, and has
had todrop against US rice and, in return for that privi-
lege, it has promised to invest $550 billion in the US. India will also have to make
similar concessions. The question is at what level India and the US will settle.

Aninclusive index
More data needed on financial inclusion

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) last week released its financial inclusion index

(F1Index) score of 67 for the year ended March 2025, lv:ﬂecling steady progress
in2021. T

P access to fi scmus and inclusion. However, the

headline number ity, both i f spatial dif-

ferences and the components of the index. To improve transparency lnd better

guide policymaking, it will help if more details are made available.

The index is of three key ~ access, usage, and quality
~ all of which have shown improvement this year. Notably, progress has largely
been driven by improvement in usage and quality. Naturally, this raises impor-
tant i vio ingi
ful use? However, the RBI does not release the sub-indices scores separately,
mlklng h mmcuu mcvnlualcwhlchupcclsmlaggmgmdwmmgund inter-
ventio asingle all-India ind,

i
into regional dispnrilics Financial inclusion, much like development hull is

theless calculates that US consumers now face an
overall effective tariff rate of over 20 per
cent — the highest in more than a cen-
tury. This will change in the next year or
50 — pushed upward by the final applica-
tion of additional tariffs on countries
after Mr Trump's various deadlines for
trade explre, as
well as dmnwud when some counmeu

nttmuw:) from my. mlﬁ’lmpom

visible in relative prices within the US. Poucv RULES

While overall price levels have nul yel MIHIR S SHARMA

Asla, might well have taken a c-lculm.'d risk. Their
need is to protect thelr ongoing export revenues
from the US. They probably expect that these rev-

scale, where the US economy may run into con-
straints on the supply of low-wage labour, as well as
In hl@mqnd products such as outerwear and com-

Id fall, but will not b iftheyall
face similar tarlff rates. They may
assume that thelr exports will not face
any competition from domestic US pro-
ducers post tarlffs, or from other coun-

US may not retainthe stitching
expertise required.

But, supposing those constraints are met and
such jobs return to the US, is this even a good thing,
even within the "America First™ mental structure of

tries that alower thy "Th not great jobs,
tax rate — among which there will be l‘he economist Paul Krugman has warned that the
very few since wants to*|

lower rates have momy been applied to ynk syln s warning.

richer nations that run trade deficits
with the US, such as Great Britain. Under
such conditions, they may face a reduc-
tion in US demand due to higher
domestic prices, but will not lose market
share

as much as
lumenuep-ymgllmu!wpatml more for certain
goods, including many shoes and clothes. These are,

Let us leave, for a moment, the ethics and econ-
omics of high tariffs aside. It may

Certainly some parts of the US have suffered when
the shoe and garments Industries left. These jobs,
towards the end of the 20th century, tended to be
concentrated in certain towns - though they had
already left cities like New York, where once halfa
million might have been employed in the garment
Industry. But young people in those towns are not

of course, largely Ide the US and
in that have been
hard hit by Mr Trumgp's p

those that have most effectively built
bridges to the US market and therefore run trade
deficits; and it s economlmlly llliterate to expect a

eager to do the same jobs their grand-
fathers did. Nor would it be a good thing from the
point of view of thelr wage growth or US macro-level
productivity for these young people to be pushed
intoa low-value added job.

Itshould b most with one.
that gh M Let us focus hmend on the core that
unlrruesdowvmrd: hnve had I.Imlledsucces The that they will

mnmpercmlb&meonexpoﬂslnmem —while
US goods will face no dutles at all. As a headline

be able to protect thelr export revenues to a degree

as long as thelr emerging-economy peers do not get
far better deals.

So and others might lose their bet.
Some low-margin sectors might well be able to scale
up US production to a degree. But | doube that efther
US consumers or workers will be overjoyed at
this success.

India’s derivatives delusion

Last month the regulator had caught Jane Street, a
high-frequency trading firm, allegedly Influencing
the market. It may seem like a regulatory triumph,
but in truth, it laid bare deep structural flaws at the
heart of India’s derivatives market after years of

breakneck growth.
For one, the indices used to trade in futures and
options (F&O) are flawed. No.polkymnkns claim
i pricedis-

uneven across states, districts, and even within By
data at mmnml level, the index runs the risk of masking persistent financial

people d ved regions, for example. Instead,
a mlc wiuc dlsnggrcytmn uflhc index — and ideally, district-level ﬁgums -

covery, improves market liquidity, and permits inves-
tors to manage risk, on the basis of the massive
volumes it generates, Is not entirely cor-

rect. The gigantic volumes In Index

ell to That way, p
muhullons and rucnn:hm nllkc would be ublc to make use of the index to
more localised and

India's progress in hmmdal inclusion over the past decade, to be sure, has
been noteworthy. The Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yuiam. combined with the
rollout of Aadhaar, has not only brought milli
but has also enabled the identification of beneficiaries and the transfer of
benefits. Further, mobile-phone penetration has facilitated digital financial
access, even in areas lacking physical bank branches, Granular details, however,
suggest a mixed picture. While access to basic banking may have improved,
insurance and pension coverage remains low, particularly among informal-
sectorworkers. The issue of inactive accounts continues to persist — often owing
tothe high cost of financial services, or because the nearest bank branch or ATM
is still several kilometres away.

The Nifty 50and the Bank Nifty, and, toa
lesser extent, the FinNifty. Let's look at
two factors: Index construction and the
efficiency of the F&O market.

Lopsided indices
Index construction Is often seen as a
nerdy exercise: One that involves debat-

a market, Meanwhile,

ly. But
huwmnningmllunmdexwtmesjpﬂumolm
welghting Is in two stocks? And if a banking-sector

FY24, the notlonal turnover in derivatives skyrock-
eted from €1,650 trillion to nearly ¥80,000 trilllon.
Indla nml mmunts for up to half the global

30
even, say, 10 per cent allocated to HDFC Bank and

volumes, with equity
Index options dominating.

that has

ICICI Bank, how will the
Index be for such a fund? Conversely, should a bank-
ing fund put 53 per cent in two stocks that would
mirror the index?

Worse, Sebi allowed the National Stock Exchange

fi ket utopia of pri quidity, and

ng. However, max would be a lxlse bellef. The
bulk of this activity Is concentrated in two indices:
The Nifty 50 and Bank Nifty. Behind thelr frothy vol-
umes Ilesanugiymuh. Even mouynhe NS!: hu

(NSE)tolaunch Bank Nifty futures, monthly options,
andthen, horifyingly, weekly
this unsound index. The most liquid
banking stock is HDFC Bank: Last Thurs-
day, an expiry day, just around ¥1.900
cmohhenockwu-&dlnu!msh

dormant. What about claims that F&O volumes hdp

folio m—:r,l;gemem services, and Individual investors
have 60-80 per cent of thelr portfolios In small and

the Bank Nifty call option at only one
- strike price of €57.000 was 398,000
contracts, worth a notional value of
£79.808 crore that day. The smart guys at
Jane Street saw th of the situ-

lidcap stocks. What will they hedge this with? Surely
not the Nifty 50 large the
Bank Nifty (a sectoral index). Yet there are no viable
options markets for Indices like the Smallcap 50 or
Midcap 50. Even the Nifty Next 50 Is a ghost town in
trading. This underscores the fact that

what happens Inside the frothy F&O market has
nothing to do with the cash market. Price d
Is illusory. Liquidity is superficlal. Hedging Is a

practice.
Howdld it comnnlhh{seblhamkmnhandn

to be used. It has greenlit the NSE's

Financial inclusion must now be extended beyond access to bank
People should be encouraged to use a full suite of financial products, including
and

savings, credit, in a manner that is safe and
affordable. For this, stronger digital ure is essential, more
acceptance points, better ity, and that users’

data privacy and consent. While the RBI's Fl index is a valuable initiative in this
direction, it offers limited utility for meaningful policy intervention. A single, all-
India headline number, without any disaggregated breakdown, does little to
explain where inclusion is lagging. Thus, the banking regulator would be well
advised toalso publish granular data alongside the index. This will help enable a
more informed public discussion and targeted policy intervention.

Fighting the Emergency: The US battlefront

ing methodology such as welghtings, IRRATIONAL ation. In thelr hands, the harmless Bank
liquidity, free float, and sector represen- Nifty index of 12stocks got weaponised in
tation, and then reviewing all this on a CHOICE weekly options. The trading in options
periodic basis to add and delete stocks was 10-12 times the trading in the less  theory.nota
from the indices. Such deci- ofth y. By
ol afew stocks it off.
but have profound Of the — andwithit haniciienask
h F&Omarket,the  of options. Jane Street made the dog (HDFC Bank)

Bank Nifty s further skewed. Two of its constituents
— HDFC Bank and ICICI Bank — account for a stag-
gering 53 per cent of its welghting, The top five stocks
inthe index together have an B2 per cent weighting.
1f this index was a product that merely lled

mlheuﬂ(upuons) ‘The Bank Nifty s not alone. Its
{al cousin, the Nifty Services Index

speculative offers. And having allowed these prod-

ucts, the regulators have falled to monitor thelr "use

cases”, and thus failed to Impose market-wide posi-
eova=fbraenr ™

HDFC Bank

lnd 1CIC1 Bank account for a combined 54.5 per cent

the direction of banking stocks (even though flawed
due to faulty weightings), it would be harmless. But if
I fund,

it would use the Bank Nifty as th Index.

Index as well, though mercifully weekly options are
not allowed here.

This Is where the trouble starts. The Securities and
Exchange Board of India (Sebl) wants investment

‘The larger question Is whether India’s F&O market
serves any real purpose. Between 2017-18 (FY18) and

is worth asking If the response in the US
wmldhl\vbem(heumemdn'y lmhe

zeali h
levels, while other derivatives, which ought to be
more useful, are languishing In llliquidity. Jane
Street may have scammed a faulty system. Butltdid
not bulld it.

‘Theauthor is editor of wwwmneyilfe inanda
trustee of th

Anand Kumar even contestingthe
Lok Sabha polls from the Aam Aadmi

19708, the US was

found crisls after Vietnam, thle nnd

Party

‘The loss of idealism in the Janata

BOOK unalterable. It changed the concept of civil liberties, and resolved to fight they formed, Indians For Democracy salwdm Wamw regime and small compro-
REVIEW judicial review, the .ylnn itby Indlansand for-  (IFD)but also to fund bl in mises that later became big
u £ d hy alike. In this, they for work and lost thelr jobs, in the best lxumnhnsmdcm soclety ones s, again, astory narrated
hy wmnwvedbylhudzuuf i £\ i soclal nquiry, pro- without judgement. The book
and the state. Andnaw the very people liberals as well as Mahatma Gandhl and One of the central figures of the IFD test, and rage. The book ana- is met
from prison Narayan. was Anand Kumar, a well-known hgun Iysesdnmesﬂc politics inthe nuanced, and written with
and the want The book in Nehrul us restrained . There are
to change it again? '{ fth without served asthe of was IFD, oneor two things that need to
The el f. between and with complete honesty, Union and then travelled to the US for another parallel organisation, becorrected, maybe ina
ADITI PHADNIS then and now is probed but riby they navige further studies. He won a scholarship Friends of India Society Inter- reprint. The Hindi word for
bravely by this book which revisits the d SR lhn was later withdrawn, and his natlonal (FISI) was also gate ls futak not pathak (page
“There can be no debate on the Emerg- and the tolt from d Mavis, whowould later Indians came at con- formed, motivated by Hindu 26). A photo caption says:
encyinIndia. twasadarktimeinindian  anew angle — those who fought it in hecume hlswﬂe fwgn forthe freedom sldenhle pe'!!nllmﬂ because there groups. Subramaniam Swamy “Ravi Chopea arrives in India
the United States (US). These were the of ve Y. muneufmeludlmllghu. to cover the general elections
the Congress has offered an explanation Indians who went to the US for further felt y Il-" f ‘The two group: in February 1977". But no
and aqualified apology. But spyeus studles from the II'Ts and Indlan social homets, Indian establish- hy | Indian alrport had a walkala-
afterthe event, the ho stayed on to sanction. The story of Shrikumar Poddar,  ment inthe US mercilessly, making itself bmwmunmmlmnhlewuh by Sugata tor in 1977 (Palam alrport was
oftop y Sangh pursue busi ora some son of a Calcutta-based from basically ashed) and asign in
¥ Hosabal h d. Many were in vh y I h reporters in the US media, articles pub- In:lmllngnvwwonhldnn. Published by Penguin  the picture says "Welcome to
that the words “soclalist” and "secular” the sense that they had in ! h Id lished in and with the SS3pages 299 Britain™. So Ravi Chopra may
be removed from India’s preamble does power politics. But what they had In date women freely, public debx fthose who were have been travelling some-
make you wonder. The 42nd. Ammd common was a strong sense of morality o( ﬁ:mlly nndhenmu millionatre one of US's most respected volces on inthe IFD after the Emerg- ‘where else. But for anyone
ment that and justice. They couldn't tolerate he Indk litics, Paul Brass, and Ambassa-  ency was lifted and the Janata Party whi hy f
the Emergency didn’t ]uuxnmendme events back home, the suspension of started, Isenthralling. His subscription dor TN Kaul, who formed. Many of the democracy and dictatorship in Indla,
s d free speech, fundamental rights and business paid not fust for the platform comprehensively bested by Brass. But it leaders returned home. More recently this Is aseminal book.
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Opinion

Rishabh Pant during the Test match between Indi
Trafford Cricket Ground, in Manchester

nd England, at the Old

m

Rishabh Pant’s
actions show what
courage really means

RINGSIDE

VIEW

RISHABH PANT ADDED only 17 runs
to his score on the second day of the
M Test, but often
don’t measure courage, which in his
case would be only a thin line away
from foolhardiness. He came back to
bat just around 18 hours after he was
left unable to walk, even unable to
put any weight on his right foot that
was hit by a Chris Woakes slower ball.
The cholce of shot Pant attempted to
that delivery — his version of a
reverse-sweep — could be described
r reckless,

on how one views the left-hander's
approach to the game.

That the blow resulted in a frac-
ture was all but confirmed by the
visuals, with the batsman almost
dancing around the Old Trafford
pitch in pain on one leg. When a golf
buggy had to be summoned to take
him off,one was pretty certain that it
would be the last one would see of
Pant in action in this game,and most
likely, the serles.

That was well into the final ses
sion on the first day, and there he
was, before lunch on the second,
limping out to bat after the fall of the
sixth Indian wicket, having to take
the |up¥‘ tof the railing of the stair
caseon hiswaydown from the dress
ing room. The feeling of awe and
astonishment around the ground
was palpable.

There have been more than a few
instances in Test cricket of players
battling serious injury to come back
on the ground to perform for their
team, The feats of Anil Kumble (bro
ken jaw, Antigua 2002) and Graeme
Smith (broken hand, Sydney 2009)
come readily to mind. It shows the
competitiveness and team ethos that
the players have.

Aplayerwith sucha serious injury
can't possibly take full part in the
subsequent proceedings in a match
— Pant can't keep wickets — and it
leaves the team with 10 players
against the opposition’s 11,a big dis
advantage. Hence, the inclination to
defy pain and physical discomfort to
dowhatever they can for the side.

It also puts the opposition into
some sort of a quandary. England
were clearly not expecting Pant to
come out, and watching him hobble
to the crease, they would have
thought about their tactics against
him. They tried to bowl wide at him
to dnllenlie his diminished mobility,
targeted his body,and also aimed full
balls roughly at his damaged foot.

Pant’s batting rarely follows the
MCC coaching manual and he
avoided further injury, in his own
Inimitable style. What's more, he
plcked up a Jofra Archer slower ball
from the hand and deposited it over
the boundary, and then timed a full
wide ball from Ben Stokes to perfec
tion for a boundary to bring up his
half-century, the value of which can
hardly be calculated by the number
of runs,

By this time, he was left batting
with the tail after the dismissal of

Washington Sundar. It took Archer a
peach of a delivery,an almost replica
of the dismissal on the final day of
the Lord’s Test, to see the back of
Pant. After he resumed his knock,
Indiaadded 44 runs for the final four
wickets, despite his running between
the wickets being severely hampered.
Shorter formats of the game can
hardly provide such drama and nar
ratives. They measure a player's con
tribution in terms of runs, wickets,
strike rates and over rates. There's no
metric to measure the size of the
heart, which comes to the fore in the
longest format of the game, even
when the scoreboard may indicate
that nothing is happening.

Maverick

Pant's is a special case. He may be
thinking that life has given him a sec
ond chance, and he wants to make
the most of it. By his own account, he
was fearing the worst in the immedi
ateaftermath of the carcrash he suf:
fered a few years ago. At the very
least, his playing career was in seri
ous jeopardy.

Suchan experience often changes
the mindset as one becomes more
appreciative of life and what all it can
offer. If one has stared down death
and lived to tell the tale, there’s not
much that can faze them.

Old Trafford was not the first time
in the series that Pant had pushed
through the pain barrier. Just days
earlier,he had come out tobat in both
Innings despite getting a nasty blow
on a lln er while keeping wickets.

eart Pant showed was in line
wllh wha( Ravindra Jadeja displayed,
in company of the Indian tail, in the
previous Test at Lord's, The game was
all but gone at lunch on the final day
before the all-rounder, along with
Jasprit Bumrah and Mohammed
Siraj, got India closer to the
victory target than anyone had a
right to ex

Such instances give an indication
of the spirit in the Indian camp,
much more than the words, and ges-
tures, used by skipper Shubman Gill
late on the third day of the third Test
when England  opener Zak
Crawley used all means at his dis
posal to face as few deliveries as pos-
sible before stumps.

Aggression and fighting spirit are
better displayed by action than loose
talk. What Gill did may be a way to
express genulne grievance at the
opposition's tactics or a ploy to get
under their skin. It could also be how
anew captain wanted to show who
was in charge. He carried on harping
on the same theme on the eve of the
next game, but it would have been
better if everyone just moved on
from that fracas,

Gill may have felt supremely con-
fident after scoring a mountain of
runs in the first two Tests, and get
ting his maiden win as captain in
Birmingham. But his returns with
the bat have nosedived since, as he
has only succeeded in pinning him
self toa corner.

He could take aleaf out of his vice
captain’s book who is not only the
current India batsman most feared
by the opposition, but also the one
spectators can'’t take their eyes off.
His courageous act at Old Trafford
would have added respect to the long
list of attributes,

AcRrOss THE [ ¢

P Chidambaram ﬁ

What broke the

cordial ties between

Mr Dhankhar and the
RSS/BJP? The speculation
is that Mr Dhankhar’s
decisions on the two
motions broke the camel’s
back. I disagree; the two
motions were light
straws. Obviously,

there were more

ONJULY 10, 2025, Mr Jagdeep Dhankhar
cheerfully announced "1 will yegire at the
right time — August 2027, subject to
divine intervention.” He was the Vice
President of India and, ex officio, Chair
man of the Rajya Sabha. On July 21, Mr
Dhankhar quietly resigned from the
office of Vice President and, conse
quently,quit as Chalrman.

What happened between July 10 and
July 21 is what makes life a mystery.

Both Houses of Parliament began
‘normally’ on Monday, July 21. On the
previous day, the government had con
vened the customary meeting of the
floor leaders of political parties. The cus.
tomary assurances of debate ‘on all
Issues”and co-operation were exchanged
between the government and the Oppo-
sithon. Sadly, however, in the working of
the Indian Parllament, there s currently
no consensus between the Treasury and
the Opposition on what, when and how
the House may debate an issue of
urgent importance.

Bone of contention

The Opposition in the Rajya Sabha
usually insists on a debate under Rule

WWW.FINANCIALEXPRESS.CO

President M

File photo of Jagdeep Dhankar, former vi

Modi with senior leaders in

DR Aaro.

Life is a mystery,
not always beautiful

ber had given a notice under Rule 167 to
discuss the Pahalgam terror Alml and
Operation Sindoor; several of
the Opposition had given notices under
Rule 267 on the same issue. The Chair
man admitted the motion of the BJP
member as a ‘No-Day-Yet-Named
Motion' and rejected the other motions
on the oft-repeated ground they were not
in conformity with the Rules and the
laid-down procedure. Commotion fol
lowed. (No one has been made wiser on
how to draft a motion under Rule 267
that would be in ‘conformity with the
Rules and the laid-down procedure’).

No f 11, no fanfare

267. Rule 267 is a parl| y device
to defer the listed business and take up
an issue of urgent importance. The
motion Is called an ‘adjournment
motion’ There is nothing sinlster about
invoking Rule 267. However, the NDA
has mmid«od adebate under Rule 267
toa'censure’of th

The Chairman called a meeting of the
Business Advisory Committee (BAC) at
12.30 pm. Mr | P Nadda and Mr Kiren
Rifi

¥ 8
ment. After some discussion, the meet

ingwas adjourned to 4,30 pm.When the
BAC met again, the two ministers were
absent. the Chalrman

ment, (Perhaps, some g in
the past also took the same view). In the
last 11+ years, the ruling Establishment
had allowed a discussion on a mullon

adbourned the meeting. He resigned at
9.25 pm, citing"medical advice”,

Itis W ythatno Party
MrL

under Rule 267 laston
in November 2016. Since becomi:

hll vulgnillon On July 22, (he Dc}:uly

BIP’s ingratitude

The NDA government owed a lot to
Mr Dhankhar. In American football par
lance, he took upon himself the role of
‘tackle’. He defended the RSS/BJP's posi
tion on One Nation, One Election (ONOE)
and on the removal of the words ‘secular’
and 'soclalist’ from the Preamble to the
Constitution. He criticised the Supreme
Court for its judgement propounding the
Basic Structure doctrine (Kesavananda
Bharati case). He questioned the theory
of judicial review of laws passed by Par-
liament. He asserted the right of the gov.
ernment to appoint judges to the
Supreme Court and the High Courts,
debunking the proposition thal the judi-
clary has primacy in such apy

political career. His unwarranted run-ins
with the state government may have
burnished his pro-B|P credentials but
tarnished the office of governor. His sur
prise elevation as Vice President showed
the faith reposed in him by the RSS/B[P
to bear the right-wing flag. His
conduct of proceedings earned him the
distinction of being the first Chalrman
against whom a No Confidence motion
was moved.

What broke the cordial ties between
Mr Dhankharand the RSS/BJP? The idea
ofamotion to impeach Justice Yashwant
Varma had germinated in a meeting of
the Congress parllamentary strategy
groupon July 15.Signed by 63 members,

(Second Judges case). He slammed the
Supreme Court for invoking Article 142
todirect governors (and the President) to
grant or refuse assent to Bills within 3
months, Contradicting Article 105, Mr
Dhankhar asked members to ‘authenti

cate’ documents or data cited in their
speeches. He defended sanatana

the Opp left Mr Dhankhar no
choice but to admit themotionon July 21
(while a similar government-inspired
motion had been lodged in the Lok Sabha
on the same day). The motion forced Mr
Dhankhar to act on the motion to
impeach Justice Shekhar Yadav that he
had held back for seven months,
The speculation Is that Mr Dhankhar's

dharma. al the

RSS.His positions nurmred(hccanurv

ative Right's views, and ought to have

pleased the BJP.
At

on the two motions broke the
camel’s back.1 disagree; the two motions
were light straws. Obviously, there
were more.

Chairman, Mr Dhankhar had not all times, Mr Dhankh, Lifei d gly.
any debate under Rule 267, thc uﬂ:unnnmolvacancy in the Vice belonged to the Janata Dal, Samajwadi
July 21 was no different, and what Presidency. Clearly, the government had Janata Party (of Chandra Shekhar), Con
happened was straight out of Mr decided to bid goodbye to Mr Dhankhar gress and B[P, His appointment as Gov . Website: pchidambaram.in
Dhankhar's playbook. A lone BJP mem- without fuss or fanfare ora farewell ernor of West Bengal resurrected his Twitter: @FPchidambaram_IN
came toa head this week when d d Patna. He did himself by
P P - -4 Adecad when A theless-than-
INSIDE asked by ministers Kiren Rijijuand | P hotelier, dlase to pectful “Tum log (You people)” When
Nadda to not undercut the Lok Sabha fi crickets P 1y the
TRACK Yashwant plintharea,itwas | peopleaf Biharshould repose their faith
Varma, d that he had 4 speedilydemolished. But three ye, inhim, Kishor simply advised the
amotion on the same day in the Rajya ago,the Cantonment Board, which is questioner to leave the room.
Sabha. Pleaders meant b he A :
i 2 gt bl by e b Aap ki pasand
untouched, it would encourage other diuthLNawlht Hlmlayanllopu. The defeat of the B[P in the Visavadar
Shock treatment lssidents,Rajnath Singhsofhe ich Assembly by-election in Saurashtra,
While it the- scene of thy NDAMPsand (fourmop-)mduhuns,vmhunt/dn Gujarat, to AAPcandidate Gopal talka
anVhPrddﬂuuﬁﬁcp inks lled to sign a blank sheet of 8P ing hnnmmnmmlqmtom
Dhankharand the BJP high command paper,amid confusion about what the birds b the site the BIP. The Congress can
ng for hot sides g . Ashell- ofaloud, r funfair and ks a day mla?rmumonabtpoluummln
ught y the sp trippers’s Dy oron the AAPagreeing to be
vml:hnumbrtww.l:mnhu wlthmewrpmmnln;ofﬁh lu-m,lrnﬂkhmlhmngmtnthm ahmlmdllmupmmrlnmnﬂunu
di h the issue The(
five-year term as VP gat barrassingly publ market tothe top of Landour, in the the growing impression that when
by certain Congress leaders to fight for that the e B wake of p @ four gressp et elected, they
upholding the dignity of his this ks to be wary in th f h to the B Even Rahul Gandhi,
The eg 7 8 L Clobrhndo\nand(.‘lamnﬂm addressing the Congress Working
h I not from In Dehradun. M
B cathea -4 Utical Th f e |
Ithough inth g, | careerwith Devi Laland Om Prakash e X factor oannm-pamnlnGn‘amn
heeven the Prime Minister. It Chautala. Informed circles suggest a inthe Bih iy In the MLAS
rankled him that he was not permitted lnrlmscchhflmdn,:hcwlnﬂm polls kater this year is political analyst demdthclmmtlmu.fmm
g with his US thy h, could be the BJP's Prashant Kishor,who boasts that Congress and AAP tickets, both defected
J D Vance ds he k s dwlubnhnnlww whoever he advises, becomes the king, tothe BIP.Visavadar is an anti-B|P
Indiavisit in April. Dhankhar also Paradise lost Kishor,an upper caste, will cut into the mehlmh.nolvomdbrlhn
resented Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla's adise 10s thatof the
complete domination of Parliament, The tiny, tranquil Landour Mahagatbandhan, especially since B[PCMIM Ihlvywd;hl Keshubhai
P P '$ - GRS ini fo
dumdmmmmm station, with its scenic treks, a historic mmptmmnmklnolhwmy mmmry.w-thmwnmnomn
idﬂﬁunlmﬁmmhlnkhh}u. graveyard and anclent deodars, hnpmhbndnu?nfmm party. AAPcandidate Italla's plus point ks
Worst of all, ined largy some Recently, b vice- his anti ge,
Opposition members, Including AAP 200years, . der the and bellef that he lured by
leaders, to volce his grievances. Matters d of the Indi terary figy get-togetherin the BIR.
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INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION,

~ Ramnath Goenka

TARIFFS LOOM, TALKS
LINGERAS INDIA HOLDS
GROUND ON US.DEAL

HE recent India-UK trade agreement has shifted focus

back to another lingering conversation — the trade

deal between India and the United States. With August

1 approaching fast, and with it the threat of new US

tariffs, the spotlight is back on whether the two sides
can finally close a deal. President Donald Trump has called
the deal “very near", Commerce Minister Plyush Goyal says
negotiations are making “fantastic” progress. However,
market watchers firmly belleve that a minl or an interim
trade deal Is unlikely in the next few days,

In contrast, Trump has signed pacts with more than a
handful of countries, including Japan, Vietnam, Indone-
sia, and the Philippines, in the past few days, besides dis-
patching tariff letters to over 20 more with effective rates
from August, However, India lsn’t in a hurry, and as Goyal
mentioned, negotiations are rarely successful when con-
strained by timelines.

The delay in the India-US deal comes down to real dif-
ferences. One Is America’s push for deeper access into
India’s farming and dairy sectors. Indla isn't ready to
make those concessions, knowing thelr local impact could
be serfous. On the other hand, India has asked the US to
ease dutles on steel, aluminium and car exports — a re-
quest that remains on the table,

Moreover, India’s role in global groups like BRICS, and
its ongoing energy tles with Russia, may be unsettling for
the US, It Is threatening 500 percent tarifls on imports
Russia, particularly oil, There's also the thorny Issue of
data locallsation rules, which the US wants India to relax,
besides seeking superior digital market access for Ameri-
can tech firms, Indla Is taking a cautious view,

In the absence of an interim deal, it's unclear whether
India will face higher tariffs from August or If Trump
will extend the deadline once more. The recent American
deals demonstrate how the US exerts pressure on coun-
tries to roll out the red carpet for American products or
commit inthe US in exch for
lower duties, Indla isn't ready to cede ground and is clear
about protecting labour-sensitive sectors, such as agricul-
ture and textiles. Given Indla's significant trade deficit
with the US, chances are lhat the US mny ultimately gain
sector-specific ady , on bal the pro-
posed deal must ensure equity for buth sides,

FRANCE TAKES STAND AS
GAZA FACES STARVATION

MMANUEL Mncmn has set a plgeon among hawks by
his decision to formally r Ise Pales-

tine at the UN General Assembly in Sepwmber Nearly

three-fourths of the UN's 183 members already recog:

nise the state embattled and occupled by Israel. India
was among the first to do so in 1968, France's move will leave
the US and the UK as the only members of the Security
Counell's Permanent Five not to have done so. That means
Palestine still cannot become a full UN member.

Australia and the UK, whose forelgn ministers joined their
French and 27 other counterparts a week ago in calling for
an end to the Gaza carnage, clarified later that they would
not follow France's gesture for now. The irony Is that it was
France's agreement in 1916 to hand Ottoman Palestine to
Britain and the British forelgn secretary's action in 1917 that
led to the violent waves of Zionism battering West Asia even
today. Like imperial Britain then, America today wants the
resourceful Munlsl.u in its sphere of influence, So, any at-
tempt at peace b the and the d has
remalined agonlsingly out of reach,

The cruclal difference Is that the attritional land grab

of thatera has ified Into a state escalat-
Ing human catastrophe and armed by the US. Emboldened,
Israell ministers routinely express a wish for the Palestinl-
ans to ship out of thelr land or shuffle off their mortal coll,
The hatred has percolated so deeply that Israell adolescents
protest against or destroy food ald meant for starving Pales-
tinlans, The man-made famine has forced an average of 115
Gazan kids admitted to hospitals for malnutrition every day
since early 2025, the Unicef reported last week. Deaths caused
by hunger are rising daily. Britaln's promise to alrdrop food
packets is unsustainable, given that Israel strafed Palestinl-
ans the last time they swarmed to collect such packets.

Meanwhile, Israell forces in Gaza and Zionist settlers in the
West Bank continue to act with lmpunlly With neither Don
ald Trump nor ng any
to rein in the dogs of war, the least the global community can
do Is to pressure Israel to allow food ald at once and support
Palestine's freedom struggle at international forums. Any-
thing less would mean the abdication of shared humanity.

TONGUE OF GOVERNANCE
AN ADM-rank officer posted in Nainital recently admitted he

could understand English but could not speak it fluently

That left an Kl
the ADM can “eff control an
his “inability to convey in English”. Amidst politically acrimo-
nious language debates natlonwide, the court's assertion could
risk being construed in this democratic and multilingual coun-
try as equating English proficiency with the ability to admin-
Ister. The court's concern might stem from practical considera-
tions, but competent governance in India primarily hinges on
the bureaucrats' ability to engage with local populations and

HC bench whether
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HOSE who live by the sword,
die by the sword. The jour-
ney of Jagdeep Dhankhar,
former Vice President of
India, in some sense, reflects
the nature of contemporary
politics. Dhankhar has been
a temporary resident of many politi-
cal parties, He initially joined the
Janata Dal and was elected to the
Lok Sabha from the Jhunjhunu con-
stituency in 1989. He soon joined the
Congress, contesting the 1991
general elections from Ajmer. He
lost. However, he succeeded in get-
ting elected to the Rajasthan Assem-
bly. In 2008, he joined the BJP. Oppor-
tunism in politics provides a
springboard to success. Here, he
found his peace,

We call ourselves a democratic Re-
public, but neither dnmocr-cy nor
the tenets of
canism are reflected in today's poll
tics, There was a fleeting semblance
of that years ago, but today, it is com-
pletely effaced.

Dhankhar was catapulted to the
office of Governor in West Bengal,
There, he acted as the spokesperson
of the BJP. He left no stone unturned
to tarnish the TMC's reputation, and
worked at the behest of the Union
government to destabilise Mamata
Banerjee's regime. The BJP's initial
agenda seemed to gain traction, but
Mamata came up trumps. The BJP
has been seeking a foothold in sev-
eral states, including Tamil Nadu,
Kerala, West Bengal, Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana. But for
their sizeable presence in Karnata-
ka, they found themselves forlorn in
several southern states. Dhankhar,
having demonstrated both his mettle
and loyalty, the Modi-Shah duo found
him to be a convenient accessory to
their agendas. He turned out to be
more loyal than many votaries of
the BJP. This catapulted him to the
office of Vice President. The ‘kisan
putra’ eventually found himself
chairing the Rajya Sabha,

The concentration of power in the
hands of the Chairman and the man-
ner of its exercise are reflected in
the proceedings of the Rajya Sabha,
The suspension of opposition mem-
bers, instances of switching off their
microphones, and the open bias re-
flected in the allocation of subject
matters to be raised and discussed in
the House are all matters of record.
The frequent public articulations of
the Vice President questioning the

The fact that he has not been given a farewell, and that none in the
BIP visited him to inquire after his health, suggests that the
government was no longer in a mood to tolerate him

DHANKHAR’S EXIT: A
CAUTIONARY TALE OF
POLITICAL AMBITIONS

0O 5,

KAPIL SIBAL

theory of the Constitution’s ‘basic
structure’ and that the laws made by
Parliament must get primacy within
the constitutional framework, and
reprimanding members of the House
raising objections to and question-
ing the constitutionality of legisla-
tion initiated, are also reflected in
the proceedings of the House. The
Chairman's conduct, both within
and outside the House, often aligned
with the BJP's agenda and ideology.
He frequently commented upon the
necessity of enacting and imple-
menting a legislative framework in
which the power to appoint judges to
the higher judiciary was vested in
the government.

Despite all this, the Vice President
resigned on July 21, 2025, citing al-

0

Sevbor biwyes and memes of Rigm Sabha

SOURN KOV

leged health reasons that prevented
him from continuing in of

It is pretty clear from

=]

Speak when you are angry,
and you will make the best
speech you will ever regret

Committee held at 4:30 pm on the day
of his resignation, not being attend-
ed either by the Leader of the House,
or the Minister of Law & Justice, or,
for that matter, the Minister for Par-
llamentary Affairs, was an ominous
signal, a precursor to what was to fol-
low. The fact that he has not been
given a farewell, and that none in the
BJP visited him to inquire after his
health, along with the tepid tweet
from the Prime Minister, suggested
that the government was no longer in
a mood to tolerate him,

Now that he has demitted office,
the election to the office of the Vice

has to be held diti

ly. Under Article 68(2) of the Consti-
tution, there is no fixed timeline
within which the election must be
held to fill the vacancy in that office.
It must happen as soon as possible
after the vacancy occurs, According
to the Presidential and Vice-Presi-
dential Elections Act, 1962, the Elec-
tion Commission of India must no-
tify the schedule for the election,
and the process must conclude with-
in a maximum period of 32 days.
The law allows 14 days for filing
nominations, followed by one day for
scrutiny, and a two-day window for
withdrawal of candidature,

Thereafter, the poll must be held
not earlier than 15 days from the date
of withdrawal, Taking this into ac-
count, the election cannot be held be-
fore 32 days from the date of notifica-
tion of its schedule by the Election
Commission of India, It is, therefore,
quite clear that the election for the
next Vice President would take place
only after the end of the Monsoon
Session on August 21, 2025,

What this tells us about the nature
of our polity today is that this gov-
ernment will not tolerate those who

events that the reason the Vice Presi-
dent resigned had nothing to do with
his ‘precarious’ health, but rather
with his actions, both known and un-
known to the public. What is evident
is that his announcement in the Ra-
jya Sabha regarding the motion
moved against Justice Yashwant Var-
ma riled the government because the
Lok Sabha, which was also seized of
a similar motion by more than 100
Members of that House, had not dealt
with it, This appears to be the trigger
point for the Vice President’s resig-
nation, apart from other possible rea-
sons that we may not be aware of. The
meeting of the Business Advisory

THE POET SAINT WHO
TAUGHT SIMPLE DEVOTION

ULY 31 is Tulsidas Jayanti, hon-
ouring the 526th birth anniver-
sary of the influential poet-phi-
losopher of Varanasi. The
16th-century suthor of the Ram-
charitmanas wrote his 'people's
Ramayana' in Awadhi, the every-
day dialect of his region, to simplify mat-
ters for the mmmnmn Tulsidas, as
noted by Ramayana lars, also observed
in his day that the public was prone to be
easily impressed and misled by all kinds of
fantastical ascetics and their doctrines.

He disapproved of yogis who grew long
nails, bound their hair in coils, worestrange,
frightening ornaments, and, so to speak,
dressed for the fairground, He is noted as
saying in another work, the Vinaya Patrika
in Brijbhasha, ‘Bahumat muni bahu panth
puranani, jahan-tahan jhagaro soh (The se-
ers profess many opinjons, there are many
old stories about many paths to salvation,
and there are quarrels all over the place)’,

}kbuhnmndlhmnnlnlbunmmud\

that it di
unn between a soul and God, whom his
guru personally taught him to see as Ram.

Therefore, Tulsi's repeated spiritual ad-
vice for people living out their lives in this
particular Kalyug was brief and straightfor-
ward: “Kalyug jog na jagya na gnana / Ek

Ram gun gaana (In Kalyug, neither
austerity, nor sacrifice, nor deep
isvequired / Singing ln;nhed Ram is the
only path to salvation).”

The public could not resist the lrlple im-
pact of Tulsi’s case, the he nr
peal of Valmiki's story Ihl\ ’hxlll retold
with his own twists, such as
rekha incident, and Tulsi's pualrx whwh
seemed simple yet was profoundly musical
and meaningful. The history of religion in
North India forever changed with the ad-
vent of the Ramcharitmanas, However,
Tulsi's Ram is a faultless figure in mono-
chrome gold, unlike Valmiki's human-tex-
tured hero, So, it strikes me that since eve-
rything has a socio-historic context, was
Tulsi's Ram the deeply internalised re-
sponse of North Indian Hinduism to the
monotheism of the invaders? The political
attempts today to make Ram a warlike ral-
lying point suggest such a possibility It
may be something to consider and con-
sciously delink from our attachment to the
Ramcharitmanas, for it is not poor Tulsi's
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tees in the South know Tulsl's Hanuman
Chalisa by heart today. There is an anthol-
ogy of devotees’ questions to Tulsi, called
the Sankhavali, which asks things like,
“What did they eat in the forest”, ‘Which
mother did they bow to first?, for Ram is
abidingly real to believers,

Tulsidas w-gmlncled by fellow-poet Ab-
dur Rahim Khan-e-Khanan, then the

Mughal governor of Varanasi, He upheld
Tulsi's artistic freedom against the ultra-
orthodox priests who foolishly opposed
Tulsi's rendering of the Sanskrit epic into

The public could not resist the
triple impact of Tulsi's case, the
heartbreaking appeal of Valmiki's
story, which Tulsi retold with his
twists, such as the Laksh kh

Q

to the poar. Tulsi sent a couplet to Rahim,
asking why he did so. He wrote: "Aisi deni
dain kyun, kith seekhey ho sain/Jyon jyon
kar unchyo karo, tyon tyon neechey nain."
Meaning, "0 great person, where have you
learnt this way of giving? As your hands
rise (to give), your eyes look down."

By then, Kashi's governor had Tulsi's
measure as a fellow poet and deeply spirit-
ual person, He realised that Tulsi was well
awnre of the reason and was merely trolling
him in a friendly way toexplain it to others,
So, Rahim sent back this couplet in reply:
“Dainhaar koi aur hai, bhejat jo din rain,
log hum par bharam kare, taaso neechey
nain." Meaning, "The Giver is someone
else, giving day and night. The world has a

misconception that I am the giver So, 1 low-
er my eyes, abashed,”

Rudlng about this incident had a pro-
found impact on me. Rahim had kept the
dignity af the poor, with the awareness that

= what we think is ‘ours’ really

belongs to the

One. The opening lines of ‘the Isha Upan-
ishad, saying precisely that, came to mind,
So, 1 decided to try something different in
my small interactions, which are usually
with the old, Instead of raising a hand above
theirs to drop money, | began holding out
the ten or twenty rupee note in my cupped
hllldl, not as alms but as an offering, below

Incident, and Tulsi's poetry, which
seemed simple yet was profoundly
muskal and meaningful

‘common' speech. By enabling the common
folk to own the Ramayana actively, Tulsi ef-
fectively countered the attempts at conver-
sion that were rampant in North India un-
der foreign rule, Rahim was a Muslim, a
celebrated in Akbar’s court and also a
trusted military commander. His mother
belonged to a converted Rajput family, and

hands, It didn't
fml awkward to Indian me. The askers
looked confused for a moment, and then a
smile lit up their faces, and they picked up
the money, uttering a blessing. That meant
a lot because 1 believe in the of dua,
Rahim's body language had mine.

Rahim'’s tomb now stands restored in
New Delhi, near Humayun's much grander
one. The tomb was built by Rahim himself
for his wifle in 1568, and he was buried in it
in 1627, In 17634, marble and sandstone
from Rahim's tomb were koted by Safdar-
Jang for his tomb. However, Rahim's true

thereby Krishna in his veins,
glowing like the 'tndy flame of the puja
lamp, despite his official adherence to the

i his poetry, which is taught in
schools alongside Kabir's. As for Tulsi, he is
& beloved part of our lives forever, and we

act ind dently of its wishes.
Those who do not fall in line, regard-
less of the office they occupy, will be
dealt with in accordance with the
government's political will,

I wish the Vice President had the
courage to stand up for the dignity of
the office he held. That he was will-
ing to sacrifice it and quietly resign,
again falling in line with the dictates
of his political masters, tells us as
much about the man as the state of
politics in our country. That he has
chosen to do so will be remembered
as one of the saddest days in the his-
tory of our Republic.

(Views are personal)
(Tweets @ KapilSibal)

MAILBAG
WRITETO: letters@inewindianexpress.com

States' tradition

Ref: Farmers: History of cop-outs, promise
of a co-op poiky (Jul 27). Since, cooperation
15 a state subject, the Centre must not
arbitrarfty impase the cooperative policy. By
preserving traditional practice, chances for
rearing the same results as an independent
cooperative system must be utilised.

B Veerakumaran Thampi, email

RSS' wrath

Ref: VP's exit fuels BAPs ideotogical churn

(A 27), The 8JP"s 75-year retirement rule

has become a selective weeding out, for

thase earning the wrath of RSS cadres,

Modi will certainty defy this rele due to his
Now the party

left with a choice to eithes follow RSS" core

policles, or keep chasing power,

D Sethuraman, Chennal

Cinematic epoch

Ref: The golden crop half a century age

(A 27). Amid the Emergency, Apoorva
Raagangal 11t up screens with bold themes,
Rajinikanth's charisma, Kamal Haasan's
Intensity and the unforgettable music. Even
Sholay's Hindl tunes struck a national thoed.
1t was a time when cinema spoke straight to
the heart-beyond language or borders,
Avinashiappan Myilsami, Coimbatore

Violative superstitions

Ret: State action not enough to curd
superstitions (Jul 26). The recent cases
In Odisha expose how deep-rmoted
superstitions continue to deminate rral
Ife~suppressing personal freedom and
dignity while violating constitutional
rights~demanding urgent legal action to
eradicate such regressive practices.
Antas P, Kozhi

Curry favour

Ref: Bihar hovror: Chivag raps (M on
ambulance rape {Jul 27). Chirag Paswan
expressing ‘tegret’ over having to support

the Nitish government is more aimed at
currying favour with the BIP leadership at the
expense of the chief minister’ seat.

6 Kuriakose, Kathamangalam

Superintelligent Al

Ref: Frankensteln fallacy. Fear of the Al is
the defawlt setting (Jul 27), Science does
not recognise the soul as a legitimate
concept, However, it does acknowledge
consciousness, even If Its nature remains
elusive. We must stay wary that Al remains
dependent on human-designed algorithms,

2 g fault in the least. new, foreign religion, gratefully honour him., and does not develop a dominant
effectively policy Should hier de- Meanwhile, he lives in our very marrow, It came to Tulsi's attention that Rahim (Views are personal) superintelligence of its own.
fine the threshold of power is the question. and not only in the Hindi belt. Even devo-  alway when giv il.com) Thrissur
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hat should have been a

routine voter list update

by the Hection Com-
mission of India (ECI) has become
a nationwide controversy, trigger-
Ing political protests, a challenge in
the Supreme Court, and growing
concerns about mass voter disen-
franchisement. The controversy
stems from the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of clectoral rolls
in Bihar, where preliminary data
suggests that up to 6.5 million vot-
ers—about nine per cent of the
states 789 million-strong  elec-
torate—could be excluded from
the draft rolls. The reasons cited
include death, duplication, per-
manent migration, and fallure to
submit necessary forms. The first
phase of the SIR concluded on July
27, while the draft electoral roll is

1o be published on August 1, fol-
lowed by a month-long window
for filing claims and objections
till September 1. The final roll is
scheduled for release on Septem-

ber 30, abead of Bihar's assembly
clections later this year. As the
latest bulletin, the likely exclusion

comprise 2.2 million deceased vot-
ers, seven lakh people registered in
several locations, and 3.5 million
Individuals, who have migrated for
unnd or could not be Imu«l dur-

ing the d d

essential for maintaining fairmess
and integrity of elections. Officials
cited technical reasons for the de-
lay in nlmh‘ final data, with a
com) d by Mon-

Row over SIR doesn’t bode well for Indian democracy

“whatever documents they coukd
#et” but it was unclear whether
these would be accepted. Differ-
ent age groups face varying docu-
burdens: those born

plete uy
day. The SIR was carried out byan
extensive network:  over 98,000
booth level officers, nearly 150,000
agents from political parties, and
400,000 volunteers participated in
the month-long verifi drive,

before 1987 can submit individual
1D proof; those born between 1987

2004 must provide personal
1D and proof from a parent, while
those born after 2004 need to fur-

However, serious concerns have
been raised over the documenta-
ton Voters must

Around 1.20 lakh forms remained
incomplete. If all these are exclud-
ed, it would mark the largest voter
list purge In a single state in recent
memory.

The Election Commission (ECT)
has defended the exercise in the
Supreme Court stating that it was

pmvukmcdlluurhldmu
ments to prove eligibility, lroni-
cally, they dont include Aadhaar,
ration cards, or even voter IDs —
all widely used government-issued
documents. A booth-level officer
from Araria district admitted 10
the media that they were uploading

nish d of both parents
apart from their own.

In its July 21 affidavit to the apex
court, the ECI maintained that
Aadhaar, ration cards, and voter
1Ds do not qualify as ::mzcmhr
proof, despite the court earlier ad-
vising the Commission to consider
accepting these documents, This
has set the stage for a legal show-
down when the court hears the
matter on July 28, On July 20, the

ECI shared lists of voters marked
as deceased, migrated, or untrace-
able with 12 political parties for
verification, but several discrep-
ancies reportedly remain. The
final eectoral roll is expected to
become a key battleground in the
run-up to Bihar's dlections. Crit-
ks argue that the tight timeline
may not allow enough time to re-
solve disputes, potentially result-
ing in legitimate voters being dis-
enfranchised. The Bihar revision
is just the first phase of a larger
nationwide effort, with similar
exercises planned elsewhere. At
the heart of the debate lies the
perception of a deeply polarised
political landscape and a gmmg
mistrust in the ECI's

() LETTERS

Stampede at Mansa Devi temple
is quite shocking
Il was quite shocking to hear about the stam;

Haridwar’s Mansa Devi temple on Sunday dnnd
six lives and left many injured. Reportedly, electric current
at the base of the temple stairs triggered panic among the
devotees, causing them to flee In confusion leading to the
stampede. Perched atop the Shivalik Hills at a of
over 500 feet, the Mansa Devi temple is dedicated to God-
dess Mansa Devl,

Bhagwan Thadani, Mumbai

We must draw on Kalam's legacy
1 this Punya Thithi (Jaly 27) of Dr APJ Abdkil Kalam,

Iﬂulhmrmkp:ybymhvxluhhrhbnlwl
united, India. His d i

ity—an ominous sign lor’lndun
democracy.

Dr Kalam is right: Determination is the power that
sees through all our frustrations and obstacles

DR HYMA MOORTY

e nation fondly re-
members Dr AP] Ab-
dul Kalam on his 10th

death anniversary (uly 27)
like it has been doing for the
last nine years.

This Is a time to reflect on
the remarkable life, achieve-
ments and the extraondinary
legacy the ‘Missile Man of
India’ and ‘People’s President’
has left behind Dr Kalams
significant contributions to
the country’s space and de-
fence programs and as the
President and his vision for a
devdoped India continues to
inspire generations, including
in pursuing carcers in \'TFM
(schence, technology,
neering and  mat nm
Dr. Mhm Iwmlly.dm-mu

parted in the middle and of-
ten described as “dreadbocks’,
became a part of his persona.
There Is no exaggeration that
Kalam's hairstyle 1o has nu-
merous fans.

Driven by the belief that
only a strong technologically

advanced nation can achieve
international recognition and
command respect, he agreed
to .mmw the Integrated
¥ Missile Development
Program (IGMDP) in 1982,
This was DRDO'S quest to
achieve selfreliance and shod
external dependence on mis-
sdle technology.

Not one to rest on laurels
after inspiring missiles rang-
Ing from Agni, Prithvi, Al
Trishul and Nag, Dr Kalumis
relentiess pursuit of techno-
logical excellence fell on an

Here was the man simple and humane to the core, who
valued the dignity of every individual, regardless of
their job or status. Mis words taught me that

compassion, consideration and concern are the key to
e e

UL to your peop
situation you are In, Is very important

the world, while it became
the backbone of a large-scale
military operation, proving
that India’s ambition to be At

nation, and
public service and his drsln-
10 see India as a
SUper-power serve as a role
model for individuals seeking
1o make a positive impact, His
pearls of wisdom and life les-
sons continue to motivate the
younger generations to dream
big and act with conviction,
Abdul Kalam was known
for his simple and humble
demeanor, He often described
himself as a short man with
undistinguished looks espe
clally when compared to his
tall and handsome parents.
He possessed a warm and
genuine smile that endeared
him to many, His appearance
reflected his inner simplicity
and approachable nature, He
was often seen as a man of the
people, connecting with indi-
viduals from all walks of life.
His long, signature hair style,

up com-
bustion engine during a visit
to Russia in 1993, This formed
the genesis of the BrahMos
missile project, a joint venture
of India and Russia, It takes its
name from the River Brahma-
putra and Russia’s Moskva, It
is this very missile that broke
Pakistan’s spine and
to Its knees during Operation
Sindoor.

Brahmos stands as a tes-
tament to the technologi-
cal prowess achieved under
Kalam's guidance and inte-
grating indigenous expertise
with international collabora.
thon. BrahMos marked Indias
emergence as a global missile
power and a defense arms
exporter. Dr. Kalam's vision,
leadership and scientific acu-
men transformed India's de-
fence landsc

We tumned the tables on

rbhar Is not just aspir-
tional, but action driven.

Soon after assuming power
in March 1998, the then prime
minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee
had a highlevel discussion
with Kalam and Dr Rajago-
pala Chidambaram, Director
of BARC, and conducting
nudear tests was on top of the

The tests consisted

five detonations. The tests

were collectively called Op-
eration Shakti,

Kalam played a pivotal
role in the 1998 Pokhran-11
nuclear tests, serving as the
key organizer and scientific
advisor 1o the government,
He was instrumental in co-
ordinating cfforts  between
DRDO, BARC, and the
armed forces to ensure the
success of the tests that were
kept top secret, People in the
nearby villages were terrified,

the earth shook, the sky was
covered with smoke while
Vajpayee announced that
India had become a nuclear
power with Pokhran 11

Almost immediatey, In-
dia was subject to economic
sanctions by Japan and the
United States. On the other
hand, India emerged strong-
er and solidified its position
as a nuclear power. Kalam
became a national hero over-
night. He evolved a national
strategy called “Tech: ¥
Vision 20207, which was the
blueprint for the country’s
missile saga.

The missile man had an
overbearing humane touch. |
was blessed to have met this
great human being a couple
of times.

The first time | was face to
face with him was as a mem-
ber of DRDO ladies' group.
We were invited to Rashira-
pati Bhavan for beeakfast.
Meeting the President over
breakfast was not an ordinary

thing for an ordinary human
being like me. As he had a
pressing e nt,  we
were informed that he would
Join us later,

What followed was an un-
believably emotional gesture,
Dr Kalam arrived holding
steaming idlis and hot wadas
in both hands. He offered
them to us, while apologiz-
ing for joining late. | was

less and amazed to see
country's first citizen and
the globally revered Missile
Man, in his entire down-to-
carth and unpretentious hu-
mility.
With a warm smile he said
he was illiterate as regards
food technology. He admired
the ladies for their prowess in
cooking.

One of our members said
“Sir, this is the only job
we know” He came a little
closer and said “Food is the
basic requirement for every
one of us. The country'’s
strength and future lie on
women, The foundation for
a strong India is entirely on
them.  1f men and children
are successful in life, it be-
cause of the mothers of this
great country, With empty
stomachs nobody can think
of science and technology”

Here was the man simple
and humane to the core, who
valued the dignity of every
individual,  regardless  of
thelr job or status. His words
taught me that compassion,
consideration and concern
are the key to life and being
accessible 1o your people in
whichever situation you are in
is very important.

All those who were assocl-

ated with him experienced
his warmth and affection,
A DRDO sclentist ugently
needed to be transported to
London in a medical emer-
gency Kalam left no stone
unturned Gl the  sclentist
returned to the country in
perfect health. Such was his
concern for his people.

Dr. Kalam was convinced
that chikdren are the future of
the country, and one had to
Ignite thelr minds. It was to.
wards this that he dedicated
himself to the cause of ignit-
Ing their minds. He said he
would interact with at least
one lakh children in a year.
He was deeply disturbed by
the societal connects, He al-
ways remembered how his
father and the high priest of
Rameswaram temple could
discuss  Bhagwat Gita and
Quran in their houses. He
always mentioned how a
church was transformed into
a technology laboratory and
became the btnhph« M‘ lht
nation's rocket

youth inspires us riby mhvly to
nation. | b\lﬂdu‘, Together, we can soar as envisioned by
the ‘Missile Man of India’ and the ‘People’s President

7S Karthik, Chennai

Hepatitis: Let's break it down

On “World Hepatitis Day’ (July 28), let us look at the
on:d’ and figures. Approximately 304 million
idde live with chronic hepatitis B or hepatitis
(‘ in 2022, Over 2.2 million new infections occur annually,
which averages 10 6,000 new cases every day. Tragically,
1.3 million succumb 1o it every year, which means there
are 3,500 deaths per day due to hepatitis-related iliness.
An estimated 40 million Indians live with chronic hepa-
titis B, and around 12 million have chronic hepatitis C.
Bihar, Punjab, Haryana, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha report
the highest hepatitis cases in India. Left unchecked,
titis B and C may soon daim more lives than IllVTB-ul
malaria, Although hepatitis B vaccination has been a part
of Indiaks Universal Immunisation Programme since 2007,
the coverage and awareness - especially beyond childhood
- remains inadequate. The theme of Work! Hepatitis Day-
2025 Is 'qullh Let's Break It Down’, to emphasise the
need to dismantle barriers, such as social, financial, and
systemic obstacles, that menl the elimination of hepati-
tis and the prevention of liver cancer. On this day, let us all
Organise awareness share on social media and
pledge 1o create a ree from viral hepatitis infections
by following protocols.
Dr Burra Madhusidhan Reddy, Karimnagar

Bravo OU Engg dept whizkids

Ilhdd ful to note that the engineerd
Osmania Unmmty has m«mkly drvls«l a
self-guiding

operated frequency synthesiser™ made undﬂ “chips to
mn -up” scheme is said 10 improve the efficiency of
internal machines in smart phones, watches and rockets,
among others. This is an appreciable achievement as it
is m’%m indigenous semiconductor chip in India. The
enormous talent olwwmn in the country must
be utilised and promoted adequately. The children should
be mnl_k;l 10 idolise scientists and intellectuals and not
actors k

To him that was the fusion
of sclence and spirituality,
and he wished such fusion to
happen in all fields in con-
tinvum.

Dr. Abdul Kalam worked
on the vision of transform-
ing India into a developed
natlon, powered by eco-
nomic growth with a value
system. His vision was a de-
veloped” India, which can be
accomplished only if cach
cltizen of the country says in
true Kalam spirit; “Yes, | can,
Yes, India can. Yes, Incia will®

That Is the finest tribute we
Indians can pay to Dr. Abdul
Kalam,

M Chandrasekhar, Kadapa.

Kudos to railways for green energy drive

udos to Indian railways for achieving another mile-
one. It made history by successfully testing the first
(green) hydrogen powered coach/car at the Integrated
Coach Factory in Chennai. This makes for a good initia-
tive as there will be no carbon emissions or pollution is-
sues. Moreover, there are several other benefits by its use,
including in promoting eco-friendly transport and being
economical even as it swells the profits. It would be a wise
move if all types of green energy are heavily patronised
and not for just fans and lights.
PV P Madiu Nivriti, Secunderabad-61

Govt should come clear on Dhankhar exit

TNI Is further to your editorial "Buzz around Dhankhar
ndpodbrNDAmmnnu No matter

Is sleeping a lot actually bad for your health?

Cranrorre Gurra
AND GABRIELLE RIGNEY

"ere constantly be-

ing reminded by

news artiches and
social media posts that we
should be getting more deep.
You probably donl need to
hear & again - not sleeping
enough is bad for your brain,
heart and overall health, not
to mention your skin and sex
drive.

Bat what about deeping
“too much™? Recent reports
that deeping more than nine
hours could be worse for your
health than sleeping too little
may have you throwing up
your hands in despair. It can
be hard not to fed confused
and worried. But how nuch
sleep do we need? And what
can sleeping a lot really tell us
about our health?

Lets unpack the evidence.
Sleep s essential for our
health Along with nutrition
and physical activity, sheep Is
an essential pillar of health,
During sleep, physiological
processes occur that allow our
bodies to function effectively
when we are awake. These
indude processes imvolved
in musde recovery, memory
consolidation and emotional
regulation,

The Sleep Health Foun-
dation - Australia’s leading

not-forprofit  organisation
that provides evidence-based
Information on sleep health -
recommends adults get seven
to nine hours of deep per
night. Some people are natu-
rally short seepers and can
function wal with less than
seven hours.

However, for most of us,
sheeping less than seven hours
will have negative effects.
These may be short term; for
example, the day after a
nl‘w\: deep you ml;hl m
less energy, worse
fieel more stressed and flnd it
harder to concentrate at work.
In the long term, not getting
enough good quality deep s
a major risk factor for health

ms

1t linked to a higher risk
of devdoping cardiovascular
disease - such as heart at-
tacks and stroke - metabolic
disorders, Including type 2
diabetes, poor mental health,
such as depression and anxi-
ety, cancer and death. So, its
clear that not getting enough
sheep bs bad for us But what
about too much sleep? Could
too much sheep be bad?

In a recent study, research-
ers reviewed the resuls of 79
other studies that followed
poople for at least one year
and measured how sheep
duration impacts the risk of
poor health or dying to see

A SLEEP SCIENTIST EXPLAINS

if there was an overall trend,
‘They found people who shept
for short durations - less than
seven hours anight - had a 14
per cent higher risk of dying
inthe study period, compared
o those who shept between
seven and eight hours.

“This Is not surprising given
the established health risks
of poor deep. However, the
researchers also found those
who dept a lot < which they
defined as more than nine
hours a night < had a greater
risk of dying: M per cent
higher than people who shept
seven to eight hours. This sup-
ports similar research from
2018, which combined results
from 74 previous studies that
followed the sleep and health
of participants across time,
ranging from one to 30 years.

n i
) ' J
Lt el

It found sleeping more than
nine hours was assocated
with a 14 per cent increased
risk of dying in the study pe-
rlod. Rescarch has also shown
sleeping oo long  (mean-
ing more than required for
your age) is inked to health
problems such as depression,
chronic pain, weight gain
and metabolic disorders. This
may sound alarming. But its
crudal to remember these
studies have only found a link
between sleeping too long
and poor health - this doesnt
mean sleeping too long is the
cause of health problems or
death. S, what's the link?
Multiple factors may influ.
ence the rdationship between
sleeping a lot and having poor
health. It common for people
with chronic health problems

1o consistently sleep for long
perods. Thelr bodies may
need additional rest to sup-
port recovery, or they may
spend more time in bed due
1o symptoms or medication
side effects,

People with chronic health
problems may also not be get-
ting high quality sleep, and
may stay in bed for longer to
try and get some extra deep.
Additionally, we know risk
factors for poor health, such
as smoking and being over-
weight, are also asoclated
with poor deep. This means
people may be deeping more
because of existing health

ms or lfestyle behav-
z;a“:‘m that sleeping more
Is causing the poor health,

Put simply, sleeping may
be a symptom of poor health,
0ot the cause. What's the ideal
amount? The reasons some
people deep a litthe and oth-
ens sleep a lot depend on in-
dividual differences ~ and
we dont yet fully understand
these. Our deep needs can be
related 10 age.

Teenagers often want to
sleep more and may physical -
Iy need to, with skeep recom-
mendations for teens being
slightly higher than adults at
eight to ten hours. Teens may
also go 10 bed and wake up
later. Older adults may want
1o spend more time in bed

However, unless they have a
deep disorder, the amount
they need to deep will be
the same as when they were
younger. But most adults will
require seven to nine hours,
30 this is the healthy window
to aim for.

s not just about how much
sdeep you get. Good qual.
Ity sleep and a consistent bed
time and wake time are just
as Important - if not more so
~ for your overall health. The
bottom line Given many Aus-
tralian adults are not n-cnvh‘
the amount of
sdeep, we should focus on how
to make sure we get enough
sleep, rather than worrying we
are getting too much,

To give yoursdf the best
chance of a good night’s deep,
get sunlight and stay active
during the day, and try to keep

lar deep and wake time.
hour before bed, avokd
screens, do something relax-
ing, and make sure your sleep
space is quiet, dark, and com-
fortable.  If you notke you
are regularly sleeping much
longer than usual, & could be
your body's way of telling you
n«mhlng else is going ca. If
you're struggling with thp
or are concerned,
your GP You can also rx;im\'
the resources on the Sleep
Health Foundation website.
(The Comversation)

i b'lnp Dhankhar’s quit as the country’s Vice- President
citing health mumhm what h surprising mln it sent

fter self-p

defenders took turns to attack him for 1owmn| the dig-
nity’ while in office. However, the fact is that he was not
a rubber stamp nor a mute spectator. The Dhankhar
is arguably the first high- profile exit from a high consti-
tutional office in recent times, what surprised many Is
the resignation coming on the first day of the monsoon
session of the Parllament. Since, we are lkeft with nothing
more than conjecture and speculation on the reasons for
his exit, the government should clear the air and prevent
an unhealthy controversy over its alleged difference with
Dhankhar.

K R Srinfvasan, Secunderabad-3
thehansreader@gmail.com

(@) BENGALLRU ONUNE

Unite to bring back a farmer-friendly
government

GADAG: Former chief minister and incumbent

Member of Pariament Basavara) Bommai called upon

farmers to draw inspiration from the sacrifices made

by fellow farmers and unite once again to bring back a

farmer-friendly government in the state.

He wulpuhn[ at the 35th Farmers’ hﬁnyn Day
by the K ka State Farmers’

at Soratur vﬂhp in Gadag taluk on Sunday.

The MP said that Karnataka had a rich history of
farmers’ movements, with the Bagar Hukum move.
ment holding a special significance, Although land
reform laws were passed under the revenue depart-
ment with the slogan “The one who tills the land s its

ful owner” even after 40-50 years, the process of
Issuing title deeds had failed, resulting in grave injus-
tice to farmers.”
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BIG FAT INDIAN WEDDING

India's

g industry is
$130 billion, making it the second-largest in the
country, after food and groceries, as per Jefferies,
The Indian wedding market is twice the size of the
US market but smaller than China

d to be worth

(K)not interested

GARIMA SADHWANI

HATAKSHI SRIVASTAVA SAYS
she never wants to “&" mar
ried, For the 25-year-old IT
professional working inAland
cybersecurity, the very idea of
matrimony seems to be mentally taxing,
Ask herwhy,and she throws up a plethora
of reasons—disproportionate burden on
women, financial llabilitles, increasing
cases of extramarital affales, and soon,

Srivastava Is not the only one, More
and mare young people are now choosing
to lead complete and full lives without
marriages playing a part in them. Accord
Ingtoa 2022 Youthin India’report by the
National Statistics Office, 23% of the
young people surveyed sald theywere not
Interested In marriage.

In fact, this Is becoming a global phe
nomenon. In the United Kingdom, the lat
est census reveals that the number of
unmarried people between the ages
of 25and 35 years has“morethan
doubled in the past 30 years™

from 2.7 million in 1991 0
S8millionin 2023,

Closer home, In South MANY WOMEN NOW
Korea, the phenomenon FEELEMPOWEREDTO
goes even further.A 2023 DELAY OR OPT OUT OF
report by the country’s mnml’

Natlonal Statistical Office

found that 51%of people in

thelr 30s were unmarried,

with the percentage being as

high as 60% in the capital city of

Seoul. According to their 2019 census,

38% adults were unpartnered (not mar

rled or living with a partner), while this

numberwas 29%in 1990.Accordingtoa

2019 survey by Pew Research Center too,

only 38% South Korean women sald they
Ind

Incidentally, 2019 was also the year
when the 48 movement began In South
Korea. The four Bs stand for biseksew,
bichulsan, biyeonae,and bihon—meaning

‘nosexwith men’ mpvlnghhlh"md.n
Ing men’, and ‘no marriage wnh men,
Women I
lluln entering any relationships with
men following years of violent crimes
againstwomen {a 2016 government sur
wvey In South Korea found the incidence of
Intimate-partnerviolence at 4 1,50%),sex
Ism In soclety, unequal wages, and

1 fhousehald d

among other reasons,

Interestingly, after the re-election of
United States President Donald Trump
last year,American women took to social
media considering the possibility of a
‘4 B-like' movement to protest against
the (speculated) curbing of women's
rights, especially access to abortion and
reproductive rights,

Many Ys behind the X
The declining faith in the institution of
marriage is not a black and white thing
there are many layers of grey involved,
Kiara Jain, founder of Mindful Living,a
lifestyle coaching platform, says that one
of the big reasons that quite a few people
are choosing to stay single s that women
are more financlally Independent now,

Arecent Morgan Stanley survey, too,
says that 45% of working women
between the ages of 25 and 44 years are
“predicted to be childless and single by
2030" Srivastava concurs: *In a typlcal
Indlan marriage, the workload forwomen
gets doubled while that's not the case for
men, There's the expectation that the
woman will manage the household, the
In-laws, the extended family, the kids, and

g else while still ¢

ﬂn.\nclally through her job. am den-ply
career orlented and serlous about my job
and [ won't want to be stuck in a place
where [ can't focus on work ™

Ekta DB, a counselling psychologist
and relationship coach, also emphasises
ll\al not only does financlal indepen
but
1o

It al nn‘

ﬂu-mlhz- abllity to g
“Ma

y
feel empowered to delay or opt out of
marrlages as well, If those doesn’t align
with their life goals,” says Ekta,

Financlal advisor Aparna Mundanl,
whols achartered financial analyst (CFA)
and assoclate vice president at PeakAlpha
Investments, nods In agreement, point
‘“l( mwaldl how financial Independence

“A

ﬂmm‘ully |ndcpendem woman hhﬂ ter
quipped to leave jobs, relati or
cities that are hostlle, The right conclu
shon to draw is not that financial Inde-
pendence among women Is causing a
decline in marriages but that it Is enabling
better marriages, Having control over

More and more young people are consciously choosing to stay away from getting married.
What'’s leading to the declining faith in the social institution?

23%

Young people
who said they
are not interested Number of
in marriage, as unmarried people
per 2022 Youthin (25-35 years) in
India’ report UK in 2023, which
by National was more than
Statistics double the figure
Office (2.7 mn)in 1991

STATUS SINGLE

51% L5%

People in 30s Working
who were women
unmarried in (25-44 years)
South Korea in ‘to be childless,
2028, as per the single’ by
country's 2030, as per
National Morgan
Statistical Stanley
Office survey

0.3% to

41.5%

MARRIAGE
IS NOT SEEN AS
THE ONLY PATH TO

THE TRADITIONAL
DEFINITION IS BEING
RE-EVALUATED

Incidence of
0.5% intimate-partner won
Rise in di among 2 in South Amount offered by
urban men in india from Korea, as pera Saha district in
2017-1810 2023-24, as per survey, discouraging Busan, South
data from Periodic Labour women from Korea, last year
Force SUNQY‘ for uvbon entering to men and women
women, it i togetintoa
0.6%to 0.7% in same period withmen relationship

earning but beyond a fraction of that
Income, which was considered ‘her
money', the rest of her income would
have been managed by eithera parent or
her spouse,” she explains.

About 40% of Mundani’s clients are
women who manage thelr money inde
pendently."If anything, women gaining
financlal independence ls enabling bet
l:‘l qu.\llly marriages with stronger

The

their financial fortune s d y help

Increas

Ingwomen remove th s of sit
uations thatare hostile. Sometimes, it isa
bad marriage,”she adds,

However, she draws an important
distinction too, "A woman being
employed and earning an income does
not necessarily translate to her being
financlally independent. A couple of
generations ago,a woman could've been

«@ 00 O

Ing parti of women in money
management and the ensuing financlal
Independence are enabling better mar
rlages,"she adds,

Anewer perspective shift isalsobeing
seen In the way people are now approach
Ing the economic responsibilities that
come with marriage. Akash Girl, a 28
year-old Delhi resident who works in pub

“@ 00 O

lic relations, sees this as a big deterrent,
“Bullding a family is expensive in today's
day and age, | don't want to put that kind
of burden on myself where I'm always

Interestingly, sex health and wellness
brand Hims conducted a survey In 2023
inthe UKand found that 32% of the par
ticipants noted that lhrlr lnvc lives were

having to actively save fora
unit. And If the marriage doesn't wvrk
out, divorce or separation can be messy
and expensive too, especlally If you have
to get lawyers involved,” says Girl.
Srivastava agrees with Girl. She feels
that a lot of people get married simply
to avold socletal pressures, but they
never seem to end, “Soclety expects you
to get marrled, then buy a house, plan a
family,and . In s0 many traditional

Iimpacted tothe cost of liv
Ing crisls, This ks something that Shuchi
Gupta,a Mumbal-based film editor in her
30s, says gets more nuanced in the Indian
context, “While women face immense
pressure tobe marrlage-worthy, men face
I fhavi tal f

In urban women Increased from 0.6% to
0.7%%, Even a United Nations report stated
that the rate of divorce has more than
doubled in the country since the begin
ning of this millennium,

Even globally, boomers {or those born
between 1946 and 1965) have one of the
highest divorce rates of any generation
living today —which has impacted how
Gen Zs and millennials look at marriages
and divorces, And they are opting for
alu'm.\uve mmyu-a rather than staying

thatdonot

um- lh«m emotionally,

There are lots of other factors as well,
Feople have commitment issues, soclal
media and dating apps have com
pounded the lllusion of cholee,and much
more. Ekta says,"People feel getting mar
ried might equal a loss In autonomy. The
Idea of lifelong commitment is being
welghed more critically now, especially
since a lot of people have grown up wit
nessing the emotional cost of unhappy
marriages around them, We're seeing
Increasing numbers of divorce, separa
tion, and break-ups. We're seeing people
stave off the temptation of marriage
because they're scared of the emotional
cost and pain that might accompany it

“Many times people also choose tonot
belleve in the institution of marriage
because they are distant from thelr rell
glon, and have no pressure as such to fol
lowthe norm of marriage, Another factor

people’sshiftin theirp P
n{ children, There ks no rush w have chil
dren at an early age for women, with the
rise of IVF, and other technologically
advanced treatments,” Jain concurs,

Interestingly, a government survey
conducted by South Korea in November
2024 revealed that 42.8% people in thelr
20s believe it's scceptable to have children
wl!hnulnurruge weover, the country

of the lowest birth
world, with media reports stating that its
overall birth rate percentage decreased
from 8% in 2022 t00.72%in 2023,
However, this decline In faith when it
comes to marriages lsn't to say that peo-
ple have lost the desire for
companionship, That is still
very much alive,

At the same time,
says Ekta, "We're see
Inga shiftin how rela
tlonships are viewed,
There's greater accep
tance of live-in rela
tionships, casual dat
Ing, and the cholce to be
single as well. With dating
apps, the option to meet peo
ple ks also just a click away”

Girlagrees:"You don't need to be mar
ried to have companionship. Live-ins are
agood alternative”

Inthe

How the tables turn
While this is a cultural shift in itself, we
are also seeing measures being taken on
the opposite side of the spectrum. In
South Korea, the government of Saha dis.
trict In Busan last year launched a pilot
project where it offered both men and
women 500,000 won or §360 toget into
a relationship, This project’s goal
through financlal Incentives—was to
tackle the country's concern-causing
birth rate (the lowest in the world). If the
couple decides to get marrled, they getan
additional 20 million won,
Thedeclining birth rates area problem
for other nations too, China's Hohhot city
government has initiated a“childcare sub.
sidy policy” under which it offers up to
100,000 yuan or $13,800 per child to
families that have three or more kids till
the time the child turns 10 years of age.
Even Japan has been mulling about
providing financial incentives to women
to move to rural areas and get married
to address the declining rates of women
population in the country,
Guptahasabone to pick here, She was
never opposed to the idea of marriage
and grew up thinking she would be mar
rled by the time she was 26, It was the
arranged marrlage experience that
deterred her from wanting to get Into
this institution—the way women are
treated as commodities, the expectation
that you'll let go of yuut Individualism,
the lack of and the

marrlage was formed as an
that people could live in communities, But
now, marrlage s not seen as the only path
to personal fulfillment, socletal approval,
or security, The traditional definition of
marriage Is belng re-evaluated, which isa
double-edged sword," offers Ekta.

New perspectives

rates of divorce, interest

thep B
Income and education to become desir
able in the marriage market,” she says.
With these contexts in place, people,
p Ily women, now want to make

settings, there's the expectation of
dowry too. These are expenses that |
wouldn't want to bear,and would rather
like to spend on travel and my personal
goals,”she adds.

more consclous and mindful cholces
when it comes to marriage—be it regard

ing emotional compatibility, equality in
the household, personal growth, career
asplrations, and so on,"Back in the day,

opaper.nnancialexpvquon'.. .

lnuly,[ﬂay.\mle 100 Jain says, "An Increase
In divorce rates scares people and they
choose to sometimes refrain from mar
riagealtogether”

An analysis of data from the Perlodic
Labour Force Survey by Monayconsrol in
2024 found that from 2017-1810 2023
24, the rate of divorce in urban men
Increased from 0.3% to 0.5%, while that

New Delhi i

amount of control that families exert
over young couples,

However, over the years, she's
observed that soclety Is designed only for
married people, “Unmarried people are
not seen as normal, functional, or con
tributing members of soclety, We find it
difficult to get houses on rent, to avail
loans, to sometimes even get medical
opinions that are not blased and based on
our marital status, We don't have a legit
Imate space in soclety,” says Gupta,

Even Srivastava agrees, as she con
fesses, “We live In an extremely patriar
chal world where women traditionally
have to leave everything behind while
men don't, Had the footing been more
equal and respectful, | would have defl
nitely wanted to get married”




