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HIGHER EDUCATION IN KARNATAKA

_SEP must turn access
Into genuine inclusion

The focus on making

is welcome. But this
should be accompanied b
d transformation in the
curmiclum

VICTOR LOBO 5 § &HD
PALL NEWMAN

Tevedays agi, the Kamatalm B
=rnanent, keeping it pol proni-
] nr.unplemmd:gahcﬁme Ed-
uention Policy{SEP) & analrern ative to
the Naticnal Education Policy (NEP),
chime st witha 2,197- repoet, The
main highlighe of ehis was free sdues-
tion for gl students up to graduatan
a5 well a8 extending reservations 1o
privELe insomo s,

The mnin i of she Nadeaal Edy-
catian Pedicy-2020in the higher edu-
CATROM SEChir i oo incresse the Gross
Enrollenest Ratiofrom the presen 7%
mﬂﬂhy!ﬂ-ﬂ.]:a]m:hmmruniu
dewn instinutions from the presen
B8Ol 1o 12,000,

Only 12% of graduates propeed
post-gradunte snadies, and from there
jus I;::&.ﬁ;rgm fowards parsuing re-
searci, stresses mialudiscpli
npprasch wolearming, but at the I'EJ!}.::;
exducation Jevel, specialisation in a pag-
ticular pubject damain is the need pre-
Panag Ssdents i pursue res=arch ar
a larer stage

The KEPF welcomes initatives sach
a5 allowing 100 forsign unbversities o
operate Iram Indian sodl. The mush-
rooming of private Higher Edocation
Inszinutang (HEIZ) & mosly for com-
mercial purpeses, How maey cn al-
lord this expensive educktion model;
We a5 educaross meed o question the
pairpsade: of mamny of these insttutions
nned ersed b seek acooumahility fram
cath poeof them towards nation build
iryg and socisl commitment.

The SEP is dear thar forsign and:
versmies can help local mstitutions by
hanckholding them in technelogy rans-
ler, jeimt research, studer and reacher
exchnangess, ading vo improsement o
U ity of educadon e sl as nuak-

g bigher shocation affords bhe.
Tl SEF s bz b o e oaing grial

ity and making education affordable as
well ag promoting social justios, keep-
g girf chiic, Muslis, OBCs, SC5Ts n
ming, Incondnimson with e socialstic
pficies of o Constination,

The SEP i aiient on how higher ed-
wcarion msinmons would fare in the
MaAT ard NIRF asspssments, as one
of the imporant questions raised by
thes asseasons is how the NEP s being
implermented and, more iniporandy,
whether the instifians e ndapted
the Charcame Based Edocaton (0BE]

w0 have a balanoe bepween academics,

meded, Inchan Krowdedge SvatemiTkS)
and Insellectual Property Rights (IFRL

Apar from bosing cut on fusds and
grants and grapts from UGC and other
f'-'-"-'d"'ﬁ agencies for pon-mplementa-
tion af NEP, the instinsinns following
SEP wouild Inge out oo NAAG and NIRF
rankings a5 well.

The present assessment and ranking,
Systemein India nssess insrinstinns frong
urhan centers mnwal aressand remone
arcas aswedl as prinie and govemiment
IrsmbnGs oo rhe sanse paramelers,
I'-!.Denmp ranking HEl: enrall sudenis
with A very high cut-off percentage,
Whatbthepaintoleducacing s brillinn:
studenit and nakinzin cheir inteliecmusl
upward mrend? Both che WEE and SEP
&ne ilens oo thisissoe,

HEIls should pricritise educating
first-generation kmmers, g sudents.
Single prrent sudents, kick coming from
soci-ecanomically backward secdons
of the sociery, kids of unsidlied migram
lsbourers, Dalits sl Adivasis who need
ahelping hard for upeard mobdsty,

Itis the respansihility of HELs o pro-
riace socsallly responsibbe studerts who
becoene global citzens aware of their
andothers human rights, constitotionl
obligatons and  comeern for sur com-
i home - macher Earth,

Al lack of infrasrrucnare plagues
HEls in rural areas, government and
podicy makers woulkd do well o somoen-
trate on bridging the infrasomscnsral
gaps berween Che orbon-reral digdes
amaong these HEIS by imateting pnd
seeking corporate funding,.

The emphasis of KEF o0 AL mul-
ti-disciplinary learning, machine
learming, sdll enhancement souncds
very good and welcoming, but the ba-
Si¢ cuestionagain iseo fnd out ifwe are
eqaippedtoteach these coursesinrural
arenswihiere 435 ol gur wnive rdties and
GlLa% of colleges are lociied.

The SEPhas copn e oui with s twi-han-
gungt policy, which is weloomne, Today,
the world needs yoump minds wath haolis:
rceducatanwhers srudensare mughy

sucial emational, physical and cognite
development irrespecive al their diazs,
caste, colous, cread or gendern,

The freng shoubd be on skl devel-
cpment, Inchading life skills, sociat
skills Hﬂ.dilf[ﬂkﬂl&_.ﬂﬁ.\:in;ﬁzmmm-
petei and fuu st ascompassionate
Individaale.

True inclugivity in higher educa-
tian cannoi be reafised through palicy
rhietaric alcog; itdemnisdsan cverhaul
ol instirational eghes, mfrastrocnare
nnd pedagoEy.

While the S3EP proposes corrective
meatares for srucniek] inequites, its
success resss on whether iroan fogcer
ELASYSTEME Lhat genuinedy suppart the
margisalised—nol jusE in access, bin
i seademic success, retention and up-
wartd mokilicy.

As Pailo Freire emphasized in P
BOEY G e Dppreased, eclucarion mast
bz “the proctice of freedaom” erabling
leamers m perceive sockl, podricaland
eroncenic comtradicions and o mbe s
DD L BRI DO press ive slemenis

Thechallerge. therefinre, @ nomers-
by wvwidien the gat ey ofbig her education
butsorefonnwhar beswithin Inclision
must ke accomipanied by corriculas
o o,

The Indian Knowbedge System
{TES) '-'ﬂl""—'iﬂ-l'l'lpk“. camnot be relega-
el 10 A gymibalic somgonen bt must
be arganically wiven inio pedagogy
10 restome epediemic bakinee long los
1o codonal mmewarks. Likewize, the
rwn-language policy has the pocenal
10 Enipwer k=nmers Ernm vermacisdar
badegrmends. provided the policy isim-
plemened withadegquare rencher train-
ing ard resource development.

[igical learning, a cormerstone al
WEF, ralses further quesrians. Withouw

imE the-digimd divide, particolur-
Iy in ruarnd and remone HELS, the vision
ol a hyhridar cnline-deiven model may
despen educaanal ineguiny.

The compeoent of praociEal odu-
cation cannne be supplemenced by
online theory-hased vsiching. A hishs
tic approacl requires synchranising
sechinological advancemens with infra-
strucurel and pedagogical readiness.
Invwesemsan enua b dinected ol only
perwmre] digitnl neels Dot als sowared le-
calised teacher cepacity, Faguistic m
i Bility and cormma-relevanr canien

Inchisiimy must be sedn nal a5 g
el doerndd um oo s e wvery frinmesiorg
upnr which guality kigher educaon
restE, As armculased in Consti.
tistioes Presmide, justice—sngjy|
eoonsenic, and policical—remaing rhy
carmerstoge of the Bepulise. Higher
edumbon aso public geod mus refleg
nnd reinloree this consoutional map.
dare inspirt and in praice.

(Wirer L wice chanceor drad Poaed iy
proessar @and deen of Huraniities deg
Sociel Soignoes, Sr fewepks Dntversipyl
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Albert P'Rayan

teacher kmown

for her Innova

tive methods an-
’ ! nounced, “To
day, I'm ne going to teach
any subject. Instead, [weane
you to ralge interesting
suestions for a discussion.
Are you ready? The clas
cheered one by one, the
questhons tumbled o
Why does zero mean nothe
ng? Why must two plus
twa always equal Four?
Why do we call 8 pen a
‘pen’; if someons gave it
another mame, woubd I
still be the same thing? The
stunmed eacher had not
expected  such  probing,
thought-provoking,  and

Emal_mr}r- shaking
quEstions.
Certainty and doulbi

"There is one sin T have
come to fear abowe all oth-
ers: certainoy. Certainry is
the greatest enemy of un-
ity; the deadliest foe of tal-
erance” said Cardinal Laow-
rence in the film Conclave,
and adds, “Let us pray that
God grants us a Pope who
knows hiow o doubt” Re
flecting on the quote,
wondered whether the Mi
nistry of Educardon and
arhiool administrators
should also pray for teach-
ers who know how to
doubt and who can instil
that same spirie of curiosity
in thair students

Certainty  can  hinder
bath thowght and progress.
Teachers who cling to e
rainty often resist chal
lenge and discourage ques:
toning. [n doing so, they
stifle curbosity, an essential
quality that fuels fresh
thinking, creative jdeas,

HINDU (P-5), 01 SEPTEMBER 2025
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Encourage
them to doubt

With Teachers' Day round the corner, an educator stresses
the need to celebrate cunosity in the classroom

and [nnovation. Curiosity
and imaginaden are choge-
ly connected and share
miny congmon maiis. Cu-
flosity prompis guestions
and drives the deslre 10 ex-
plore, while imaginaton
generates mew ideas and
opens  paths ©  new
solutans,

Sadly, our educardon sys-
tesm seldom values the our-
turing of either cwriosicy or
imagination. Albert Ein-
sieln  once  declared,
“Imagination is maore im-
portant han knowledge,”
implying that knowledge is
Frmiire and limited to what i%
already known, whereas
imagination allows us w
explore passibilities
boyond  current under-
standing. It is & powerfil
driver of creativity and in-
movation. Yet the teaching
COMMUNILY SeEms not o

—

have realised the value of
Imaginardon and the poser
of curiagity.

Thosze who doubt are of
ten the most curious. They
seek rruth, quesdon as-
sumpdone, and strive @
grow, Teachers who &m-
brace douht encourage anr
dents w0 ask questons, ex-
plore ideas, and think
desphy. Curicsigy leads o
clarity. It sparks innova-
tan. [t deserves (o be cele-
brated in the classroom.

Dees our education sys-
iem celebrate certainry
while discouraging curioal-
£¥7 Why is certainty valued
mare than curkosity? Why
is it important for feachers
o encourage sfudents (o
dout? How can teachers
help students become cu
rious? Finding answers to
these and other related, of
ten unasked, questions can

YA S Wl

W

k

GETTY IHACESNGT G EFHOTT

VY H A

help educamms  culthaie
their own corlogicy and
make the classroom a bet-
ter place for seeking know:
ledge,

Constructve response
Let’s assume that 3 teacher
in & class made the follow-
ing statements: "The Earth
i round.” “T"'m glad you are
all wery attentive in clasg "
“The object i5 red in co-
loar” Mow let's lmagine
that some curious smdenits
raised the following ques-
Hons: I the Earth is
round, why don't the peo-
ple at the bottom fall of?"
"How do you kmow I'm at-
tenitive in class and not just
dreaming right  now?
“Who decided thar red
should be called ‘red'?
Whar if it beoks different o
you than it does o e
These guestions chal-

lenge scientific certainey
about gravity, Taiss donbes
about the nanre of Teality,
and question the certainty
of lingisge, meaning, and |
shared perception. In such
sinsadons, a reacher
should uge these pyments
HE Opporiunities o deve
lop  reasoning, expiore
ideas,

A coparructve eacher
values  guestiong  mather
than dismissing them.
Even a simple “"That's @
gond queston” valbdares
curiosity, Instead of ghving
ready-made- answers, the
reacher can agk, "What do
you think? turming pas-
shve listening into active
reasoning.  Some  uths
rest on evidence (like gras-
ity keeping us on Earth), |
while others are shaped by
human systems (ke lan- |
pusge and meandngh, It i%
also fine for teachers o ad-
mlt they don't know; s
ing, “Let's explore this 1o I

pethes”  shows that |
Enowledge grows through |
inguiry, nnoi  certainny.

Above all, the teacher's
role 18w keep curiosity
alive.

A classmoom blessed
with curlous smudenes is |
like & garden of wonder,
where questions hloom in-
[0 creanviry, innovation
takes root, and the Fra-
grance of new Imowledge
apreads overywhers.
When teachers murture
learners' nanural curiosity,
hiath teachers and snodents
grow wiser and inspire ath-
ers o think, queston, and
Imagine. What 3 heaurifisl

garden such a classcoom
would et

Thie wriler is an B resourca persan

and education columsist, Emal

rayanakapahis.oo uk l...,]r e
TR —
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Recurrent irritant
Delay in disbursement of funds and

salaries can derail research projects

ime is of the essence in science. The re-
T port that 75 women selected for the De-

partment of Biotechnology’s Biocare pro-
gramme have received neither sanction lemers
nor salaries is reminiscent of an irksome and per-
sistent malaise in India’s research administration
Young researchers already contend with scant
laboratory space, cumbersome university bu
reaucracies, labyrinthine grant applications, un
even mentorship and uncertain career pros-
pects. Salarles and fellowships are modest in
relation to living costs, which deters talented
graduates from pursuing research. Even those
determined to stay are often rapped in prifract-
ed postdoctoral or contractual roles withou
long-term security. In this millew, a scheme such
as Biocare promises an independent footheld
while its failure o deliver an time magnifies the
insecurity and discouragement Oppormimities
for postdoctoral work and enure-track Openings
abroad are also narrowing. Immigration regimes
in the West have become nghter while competi-
don for limited faculry posts has intensified, For
Indian scientists, thus, the domestic research
ecosystem i increasingly the arema in which
their careers will unfold. Delays in disbursing fel
lowships and granes can derail entire careers

India can no longer afford 1o trear such break-

downs as teething roubles, The country aspipes
to expand its global sclentific standing, ro convert
research into innovation, and 1o rain 4 Eenera-
ton of scientists to address pressing challenges in
health, energy, agriculiure and climate resi-
lience. These ambitions are incompatible with &
funding administration thar falters at basic execuy-
ton. The switch to the Treasury Single Account
system, the stated reason for the Biocare delay,
may strengthen iransparency in the long run but
there are several reasons for urgent adminisers-
tive maturity right now, Foremost, science is
tme-sensitive: experiments must begin when fa-
cilities, collaborators and seasonal or binbogical
conditions align. Delays break these cycles irre-
'I-'-El'ﬂihl}". SEEL'II!H:L when sehEmes thar are [Progres-
sive on paper fail to reach beneficiaries, the re-
sulting credibility deficit will make it harder 1o
attract domestc abent and international partner-
ships, Third, equity demands consistency. Wo-
men scientists, earby-career fellows and those
from under-represented backgrounds already
contend with systemic barriers. Erratic access o
funds affects them disproportionately. Scheme
design must incorporate rather than externalize
enforcement. Transparency must be implement-
ed with conringeacles so that beneficiaries do nor
become collageral damage in bureaucratie wransi-
Homs. Accountability must be tightened ar the le
vel af Ministries and programme managers, Poli
cymakers must recognise that Em delay In
ocountin edures {or them is the interrup-
tbon Mlhregﬁfm and careers for researchers xl"'._h

cie '
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Berlin bets on Indian talent for stronger ties
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Authoritarians have longfear
Expertssee P

WILLIAM J BROAD

hee war g ecience fionr
Cathofie Chorch outlaeed
thal reimagined the
1%
drﬂtﬂ'wllddm;ffnm.-
entsts. Today, insuch pluces as Chingand
Hungary, a les & Type of strong-
i:mnr:i:lmh._l‘.'qﬂtuls.i:l:'l;rlﬂal_}ﬂna.n.d
10 Sl e AT i
submisgon, The hersis President Domald
Trump. His blitz on sisence sands ouf be-
cause Americ’s laks and ther deecoveries
poverTed the nagon s risein the st cemtury
andnme fnsteris infuence, Jumlamn
witk, Thump the newly comfirmed di-
L‘?m of the Euﬂrh; for D'u:ej;eﬂl:;unn-ul
Frevention, Her kmyers mose
Aol e “the senting of experts and the
e
LIS
mﬂ menmp. pulled the plug
oL odresearch projecs and pro-
derp spending cuns for new srudies,
hizprupused 44 bilion oo st pear's
budpetis enacted, # will prompt the largess
diop in federal suppor for science since
Wiorld War [, whes scientists and Wash-
mﬁbesmﬂﬂwmﬁﬂ
Stalicy,

I iy anstysts see Trump e o Josel
i "m&mu oF B¥E 3 3
dErert analomae oo s eTWS §
fradeucty . addily etk b aecpr
thiir isritutions Is sodeep that bistorians
and nther experts sae simillarities ts the
playbeak employed by mumcratic repimes
mwnm
insance, despos peer the d
ised alopitoen f g cence
Erlue-sloy thinkers and promeoced
gadge makers. Truomp's sence palicies,
sepers say, [ollow that approack. He kafls
Salioon Yalleys wizssds ol tach bt under-
mines e bisk research that theves on
fren thought and s the seeds ol novondy
Pobe] Prizes by milhor-dollas indiecries.
That t's backens depy nmy sty es-
o chiak e EnE RS o T C TV ES OF
lml:II".I:Ir'l.|.|'Ii;:\II:“:I-'.;i.EI:i.Eu1?1.|-|.-.r.'1 baaraaseracy, noi
[0
;ﬂﬁllljmm;u&m'. rﬂ-
Progect 2035, the right-wing Bueprm lor
T&mnu‘s;reﬁdﬂwr:ﬁzm ey
regurd for science.”
hi'-[tlhe nlimmate EegeT, H:ﬂo_:ﬁ:s?;‘uuar
idencandhis FUppoers, 5
Eaﬁr:.u-nmhrmi: e play & generat
ing the Ted that habbles the nagens
ecnomy and, they siy, the resgar an-
serprise scll They nore thar Project 2025
call o [ thee dismasviling of the adminis-

%Fﬂr inssos thar, grerall, he
Wlﬁ»mﬁﬁl‘ﬂﬂdml H_l;-:blhlﬂt‘l’sil-l?l:
thag e s retting bloated badgeis o nesinne
prablic trust In sciece and spark a goiden
ape ol discovery.
Dicdenders f thepostwar arder cuncods
thiirt Tecdiernd sacjenet manapenent 220
imprgved, But the Trumpisn oo , they
thar any diseases, They
isaming bk rocons mines acd P"""”:,E
Meresay e mare than prelers i
they sep as reprissive LIS inspired by
<in AupeeiAarE s
“rierge b5 soanee ol social powr. it
Dlinje] Treisman, a politicalsciengst at the
CLA. “Halways posesaporential thrsat
Threatemed or not, Trump s boag
Stormeq expers asoverratedand bassuiied
Mwmﬂdﬁ'ﬂnmw?ﬂ
Bl astin s, *The experts are Lerrible.”he
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. ed and suppressed science as a rival for social influence.
resident Trump as borrowing some of their tactics

OHILLLP TR TTEE FLK HARIOSAaH

Autocraticplaybookin
Trump’sattacks onscience

£l ghe croved aca 2008 cally in La Crosss,
Wistonsin, Il analysiz differ o the rea-
sk [ Trump's sfiscks oo sciemoe, they
agires Chal hid actions okl affec Smenc’s
long=sumrding rok s the workd h‘-bkr o

sractilis dissdery —erh mﬂﬁﬂuﬂg
Htr.nmhihh'.uﬂing:wﬂ nagon
oorminue poset the glnbal enndard for e
ence hreakmhegughs?

T Chuech
Froen the sar, sreders scionce e re-
pression. The backdrop was doctrinis The
Hceman Cacholic Church long held that
hirmnans s at theeennee ol the univerge as
thie stars, plemers and sun movsd iverhuzad
in never-etding orftanes. Mot so, prped
Hicolaus iz, & Poligh astromoner,
Ir 1543, he lnid o evidencs showing thas
the Earth and planets nevolee around e
san. Mewg alhis hoak 400 pageslongand
rach in i ,mireir] slowly percss B
Tope The indmedecidad soshow it
displemsure: [n JE00. i1 hed Gibordane Bro-
oy, s pdvocate ol Co pernicus heiocnmric
ey, bermed ar che sraiee.
Tbﬁﬂ.hrlhEHHﬂ.h:ﬂ'ﬁ'ﬁP]ﬁ'ﬂF?‘
the Copernican macton it list of prohisit-
Uedeterred, ary bradian
; At
work, M@u;ﬂh‘rﬂﬂ'ﬂﬂlrﬂl ]'I-l-'ﬂ
Wi Seserird. rhacked Copernicus,
ihe's trial by the Roman iequisicicn in 1653
Was @l DTN F['W'P‘i'“ Western histry
The spectache of the ekierly chisier being
forced, under chreas of cormonl, b Feeant
mm.lunmmwmuh‘:hm-hli} 1]
e 50, oo procecded o adapt
clausrokess and cathedrals oo sevve 35 salar
pbgervannrizs, which ket thechurdsimpse
mﬂmmmwﬁmm"ﬁ;
“Thae researeh alsc gt credentt
it view. Nonethoess, Rooe kem
mm"“m'm o ciemi e,

The Cazhobe Church doulile stmndard
== el hineakyzcenca ;
e prncrical hetnifits — becamea fnrie
mite: of avodarcle, disgots and modern
potncrars Today the twe matepories of
explorniory wirrk are kneven as basic and
s g i iy
ris 1o e i -
tarn dEroveriey

The State

The dictatars of the 20t cenniry mrmed
the suppression af hasic stience and e
promomon ol applied researchines -
witagons of socal consrol. e Eln.g
poveerin 1933, Adoll Hotker redefined Ger-
manhsience inindudethe ideaghar & rrare
representthe masmer race, “Weren e cn-
nn:dnﬂlhuulf-:m.“hqun:pm,mfhil
o e i o o

weredissrisged and

Beed the ot B gime ifiod Lhe

omalirivsciencewns the onbytrge science,
ﬂm_ﬂmﬁmmﬂﬂmwﬂh
triumphs of the el mx relachity
mm;ndq,!f:gmm?wm Mz soi-
ence ended reikthroeghs.
Thl:d'ni;mumamw ’ u:r:&krurm:-
new uincracs, kosaiing miliisey garh
for dedgnies suirs, relled on sobele threats.
bt cuts and bagh- tech surve [lance oo
curbsoenie
Diamiel Treisman, o politcal scientist
at o UCLA, foined with Sergel Guriey
dizam of the I.u'rr:n:vn Business Schoal, 0
Wi i 20123 bk om the new generaton.
Spin Dictmeors arguesthae themedia-suwry
serangmes have mstanthortanan ke
for the digital age. " They don't want o be
. by scientists,” Treisman sz
Theywant weonooltsem.” He doisd doy
the-new Mt heniGarians, Bk thechd, relyon
ippled sticzee m bodster thelogiimacy of
their e paws

The book's cuse peudies look af feaders
mecluding Brazil's Tuir Baltonars, Chbing
Xi Faaping, Russias Viadimir Puris and
Husgary's Vikmor Orhan.

In Brazil Bolsnnarg, as president feom
AP o0 IS slished the federalresearch
Buadpes, thrmsing thousands of soancig
inie limba.

e Ching, Xi'srise m powerin 212 lado
ooding censors, televisad aomlegsinns and
the represion of resve popedations, s
o5 the Uhghurs. s soence imestmenn
purapibed cvar hasie snsfos

In Pussia, Putin Bad oeared whar ex-
perts consider a police smre in winicl
apens fbely arnes seienmens on durges
ol reason and choselr mondor their con-
s with frrelgners, Russi’s invasion of
VUksiine in 2022 led fo 0 mass excdus of
scleniss, At the sami e, idoscow bas
zed applied stiemce as s sieahby weapan
o sl sl contral,

In hi Gréx nerm ag president, Trom
sorugh pocrush federal seience. Bur |:.;.|-|F.
cuts In his seoand rerm, Tramp's fesyrap-
Berwagexpert il dance.

O Febrmry 19, weeks after whing af-
fice, Trumps gnedan exscutivi oeder tha
calld lor the dowmisizing and elimination
dﬂuﬁmm e onder affecred
panek CVEFRIW VaLCCines, 3slrophys-
ics, fisherics, pathemans space, the -
ﬁm the enviranment a5 artfical

H:_n.ln H:l.r'r.I'L amvd hudper curs angd
Erowing proniErs by Seientists, my
'ilﬂzltd:nm'ﬂ?ﬂm:ﬁ_ﬂuﬁqmm

sEocralsinemphasisng technolngical
sperwlis, such a5 artificial ingelll perice and
SN nam commpating. bna publiclemer, the
president culled for securing the nation's
il ':I.idﬁ'rt uswivaied world leader in
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CLOCK-HOUR CLASSES

Faculty vacanciesblunt
India’sglobal edge

Teacher shortage in
higher education is
leading to poor learning
outeomes and misaligned
workforce skills

AJIT RAMADE

0 respanse 0 & pendon, the Su-
l]:rr:m: Coart r:i:l:nl!lj expresied
dismay at the low salary paid to
contractis] peschers incertatn Gugarar
cifleges, The benchisaid, “Hisdisturbk-
ing thestassistant professors ane germing
memthly emoluments of Rs 20,0040 1
is hdgh tkme thar the Scate takes op the
isfue and rationalites the pay strec-
mare ot the basis of funcrions thar they
perform.” The pay of the contractual
assistant professors has not changed
since 2002, But those appointed on &
regular basis for simiar academic du
ties are paid between R 1.2 and 1.4
lakch per menth, Le. fowr fmes more,
Thisvialates the principle of equal pay
far egqual work in the same organisa-
tion. The conracteal faculey also b
na copesponcling benefits like lbealth,
earned leave or pension, which the reg-
ular faculry get. The court said chat it
s mat enaugh w recite gurwrbrakma
Jurursishen gurirdess makeshwa-
rah (peayer and adoration of veach-
ersh al public funedons if the country
was [reating its teachers thus, Acad-
emicians, lecturers, and professors
are the counmry’s intellecoaal back-
bone and they shape young minds.
Buit cne-fourth pay for similar work
tos comtracnal teachers is not the only
story afdizparing. Themore lamentabie
abmation is the employing of part-time
s T {CHE}. When oty
clock-hiowr -
versities and collages have sanctoned
positions but do not get approvals 1o
fill those posktions as regular sppaiml-
meents, they resart 1o appointng fac-
ulty on CHE. According to data froan
TJulw This year, 26% of the toml 18,951
panctoned fnculty posts in 46 Central
wivErsities ane vacant, The simianon
iy e ALALE vinineeTsiThes 15 uch worss,
In Rajasthan, 1,597 of the 2512 sane-
promnied fasts are VAcAnE aoross HE and-
e, O these, fvestate universtiosg
[ wrereparted 1o be operating without a
gingle permanent faculty member. b
Maharashirs, colleges and universities
areheavibyrelianton CHE eachersbe-
cage pecrulcment has |=ﬁ|‘.‘d.ﬂfﬂbﬂ
53,178 sanctioned positions, neardy
7.0 pemain vacans, Mone _
of the reaching poses lie vacant in at
least fve of the 11 raditional stte uni-

versities in Maharashira, Thescmclude
the umniversities of Mumbai, Pune, and
Eolhapar, CHE teachers are paid a
muﬁ&l:,' s 400 o Bl per lechure, with
amaxmum af 30 lecmres a month,
with o health insurance, pension ar
leave henefits, There & no job security
as they faoe annal re-appoimtments
and unprediciable workloads

The General Secretary of the Bom-
bay University nnd College Teschers'
Union has warned, “By normalis-
ing CHE positions, the povermment
ks cazualising higher education... a
CHA teacher’s job i akin to that of 2
daily-wage worker,” Ome side-effect
is that privare universities will peoll-
erate, which in itsef may mor be s bad

thing, unbess their regulation & lnx,
Wirh limited stare regulatory capaciny
and oversight, thi= sitoation can alio
hecame desperate for the faculty in
privaie colleges,

The growing reliance on underpaid,
undermrained, amd insecure faculey
has lowered mceabves or lang-term
geademic investnent, research, and
pentering. I many colleges, perma-
nent faculty foous on sdminlerative
pobes, while day-to-day teaching is befr
ta GHE indructarsy j g malriple
colbeges. The teacher crisisis
conpeuided by a collapse of must in

gowermmEnt-run éducarlen,

Shaky public education

Mot surprisingly, there is an excdus of
students 10 private colleges and uni-
versities, This can also be seen in the
pmnprying oul of greernmentschooi. Tn
1zr ban Invdia, over 30%srudents artend
povernment schoods, s per a recent
E&ﬂsunw_.ﬁdssuﬁﬁahe::m
thas in afffuent neighbourbocds, mu-
nicigidl schioals operate with single-digi
prirohmenis. Mearly 54% of urban en-

B0 rolments are in unaided schools. This

fift has resubted i underutilised
:uhll-:;—;mshﬂ,u:ruff-ﬂ'rﬂemu:ul:lpﬂ

budgets continue to furd half-empry
schovls, For insmnce, in the recent
July frenzy for admissions o junior
colbeges across Maharasbum, it was
resealed chat thers were 200 callegss,
lulls fsnded by the State, that received
réerpapplicants. Thesealleges recehe
grants for seaff and frouloy salaries bur
hiave no sadents. There s suspicica
thar chis seane of affairs has been going
an bar quite some time. [t was shock
ing ensgh o the Bombay High Courn
o take st o cognisance ansd int-
ate begal proceedings

The wenk public education sysiem
hias fuetled o booming shadow schanl
ing econommy, withooe inthres shdenis
natianally aking private coaching. Ln
urban areas, 98% of private onaided
schinal students pay for coaching. The
combincd effecs olieacher shortages,
contrctualization, and parallel school-
ing are devasgating fog India’s ang-
term camperitiveness, It beads o poar
learning owteodses and misaligned
warkforce skills, because curriculala
hopelesaly. Mo wonder that of the cal-
lege-educated youth in che 24-23 age
group, the unemplovment rle s more
than 30%, Graduates are unable 1o s¢-
cure employient — a paradax hididen
in the pramise ofhigher sducation. For
instanee, in the Genertive A1 {Gen AT
seior, oaly cne qualified engincer ex-
1518 for every 10 apen pasitions, &5 per
Teambease Digital The clecuonic
manufacturing secior, especially
smartphone production, lacks both
blue-calkar workers and skilled Engi
neers, puring the Make in India mio-
fmEnfum at rizk,

_ Theway forward isclear. An aggres-
SIVE TEussion e Gl allteachervacancies
with full-time appoinements, profes
sionalising the CHE posirions and
enforeing the principle of equal pay
for equal work, investing in tescher
Trauning fud updaring the cormicaluim
1o be future-oriented, and rebudlding
trust ia public schooks, colleges and
UMIVETEILes

1MSUFEHWWSHHHI|M 1 i
by asociety chat rrents ics ceachers as ex-
pendabile “dniky wngers" cannat ballid 4
kncrwderdge evoncung India's aspirations,
whetlser o 35-orillion econioanyg. s glabal
inneration bub, or a skills superpowes
ulimadely rest on fang its educadon
foundations. Investing in educators

1% ivesting in the foruse. Withous ur-
gent refarms, the combined weighi of
teacher shartages, conracmalisision,
and inequality will deepen the dhvide
herween privileged ewmers and thoss
left behind, riskang Indi's demographic
(The writer isan ecomomise: |

Synticare: The Butlinn Preps) e
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The Mango Degree
mystery: When PhDs

andpickles collide

‘ I'Irhen. Mavin Malko-
ora first agplied o
Swarplol Pickdes P

L“"Lﬁ”"?‘“’{'ﬁ“&"*’“’"’

'5-H tening caps at

the end nf o comveyor bel. The

aklls requined werr arighior-
wnnd—resilient wrists, 4 roler

amce: o vinegrr fumes, sand o
i i B0 Pt up will the

‘s fondness for loud diswe-

i oo sengs during wark hours.

Micme ever asked or §degnee
Ml Mavin et the

urge o ammoune? that ke pos-

sesspdlp dociorane, nol inchiie

LTy M AT, but in the

pevalardbcpineof Adwmnced

mﬂudi@mhlqu:iﬂi-

EAHOn in e varieoies.

“The HRL afficer dloed her head,

uneerain whether this was a

serious daim or an elabarare

prank, but she revarded it all

e same, Within daye. the

Pl wor” worked s magic

Promaotians follosed briskly
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For future’s sake

Magsaysay for Educate Girls draws attention o India's unfinished revolution

I;Iljl.w.x THAKAR

EVERY YEAR, THE Ramun Magsaysay fwand
remands us that indhiduals snd ideas can
shifft che destiny ol parons, This years rsand
1 Belurane Girksshines 2 ooch-nesded light
on the rural g child and her ecucation. As
e v applmads the Laureaies ndia must
parise T Tellecron a transformraon sl in-
comnpless within its bordérs: Ensurieg that
every naral girl goes to school, St there,
anid learre well,

India has oneolthe largest school sosens
in e workd, with ower 230 million chddren
enrolled Burrmillions of girks, especaliyinvl-

oorpliting second-

pacriarnchy, houseield
Larbe i oty srhwoan bs, . SOTAETIMHES, SGATE-
whiteng s asche as the absenoe of 2 el

Thw coars of this exchion are immerse,
Coery aidditional year of schoaling raes &
pirls income by 30-20 per cent. [Fall girks
crenpleted 12 wears of edocation, kdas COP
coukd rise by earky 10 peroenl (a4 the neit

e | e |

decade, An educated g delays mamiage,
has healthier children, earmes mand, and in-
wests more in Bt family and commenicy.
[hix g beer eschocaticnn 16 ok Juest ungust (L
a sel-nicred nabonal ywoursd

One inspiring example of change 1=
Eduorate Girls, foanded by Safeena Husain
From S0nelllages in Rajasthan, the arganise-
tion M expanded bo oy 30,000 willage:,
mohilising more than 14 million giris
Inen =chools

Their made is sienple bur poveerful; Train
e wesemhen ] e as hocal cha o
vl g0 dnor o door, codninong Gmilies that
daughrers belong in classeoms. Safenas
wrnrke 135 b rescogmaz] glebally, mostre-
cently wills the WISE Prize for Education,
making her e fiest indsan woman m win
thve avraerd, Hier leadership showe what can
happen when persisience, data, and oie-
muniny partrsershij come mgether, Girls
onee vt now read, wiie, and dreamof
Turures cheir mothers pever imagioed.

The meerment ler che education of girs
8 et civil socieny’s buidien adome, The ndisn
Ewerruntnrh:::l'mnz:‘imlrﬂﬂtm
mmmﬁmmmmtmﬁm:-
sal enrofment ak Ehe primany bevel, The Beti
Bachaa, Ber Padhao camnpaign has worked
to skl mindsers, while Kastuzba Gandhd
Hadika Vidyalovas presd e residential school-
ing forwalnerable gisls. S@0es have inoo-
watedd, o Bihars bicyche schers for schoal-
girls Famousily cur dropouls and ingpirad
sirmar efforts across Inoka.

The stooyof girk education, therefone, is
nne ol CoMyerpence — govsminine laying che
Toundation, and arganisations like Edwcan:
(Gnls el ring Laspormile soiutions. Al v
ithe Bask i ainfrdsled, Rursd India soil holkds
the deepest génder gaps in sducation.
el ke of young wornen aged Denaeen 15
aanyl 30 chrmppid ook years igio  ue b povy,
parriarchy, of garly mamage.

Few thiern, hiope esin second-chanceed-
ucation. Ecucade Girls’ news programmse,

Pragati, ofers adolescent girls and young
women [he chance bo sedurn ok leaming
thecagh camps thal prepare them G 2arm
{Tass ¥and Class Wl cosdenlialivia iz open
schoaling srteim Expanding tis vill requre
widrang srabe-level open schooling eoosys-
perna, Bl s che simong base of the Marional
Instinse of Open Schooling. Encouragingl.
preaTessive sl gove s ane beaginning
&0 partrer i s effore
The Magsaysay Award has always han-
pured dezders whose coursge upliris e
marginalised, By recognising Educape Gifts it
ha s draven ghidal acmencion 1o ndia’s undin-
ished revohistion — educaring che rsmal girl
child. This msk s notcharity. s po welfane,
1t is cha singhe mast poveriul invesimant
bewclin sy mialie In des rupane.
The gruesticn hisiery will ask of us

Iz mimple: Did we hai Chawiid fa Anish
rhis revalucion?

L1
1';1. T w1 Deiidd e huoed Fladiny o

.-"__i-
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Bengal’sfolklores

STATESMAN (P-11), 02 SEPTEMBER 2025

CS

for aplaceinacademia

MWMI

an aps whiee artlicial

wiiles poerry
porithims curste oy
Plidists and digid
vemix traditional
Imsfam consusption
nrgaric byt
hesg1ol Bengal

the
—ithe dwthom of Tt Falk: songs,
irftalmythe. and certiries-cld
I:-jl'l:iix rl'l:rﬂll- That spealm
A Ty Lhat
ofpakfy beess anclspringime
of SorrErrmty riles
anedl macred lepends, of &
withdview shaped ool I
distmmodres bot under the open
iy, Yo, wide much of the
world hasembraoedihis

moclnge. Imo& detailed
memarandum o the siale
povemment.th ]
femchiers, ressarchers and
Sudems hores called R the
lammalinmodusion of Folklon:
tnd Tribel Sudies al mvery
level of sducation — [rom
secondary schood sodocioral
msarch.

Therr plea is mot just &m
scademic damand. It ix, in
mmﬁnﬁnﬂm
Enesiniiemic oprariunty, ol
&0 acy of justice for 1he
GO s drad e
#haped Bengals iniing

A movement Ban-
FigHe malssbng

Acioas comdiresnds, The siudy
of Infklore beey cviireead fur
Teyond the sosfgngicem o
eld fedk 1ales. In che LS4,
Canady, Jupam. Gemany,
hine, Fnlnd, Erghand oo,
Pz s e il
have iong Bousel dedicalial
Felkdore ey anmen i, sl

by robrean research unding

UNESCD, Tl W et

a5 a vitsl gan of Inmcghle

culunl b ritigee has rpeaatly
o

LWpslEeimments o imegrie
it ety formal eduction end
policy-miking.

Cleeesy liogses, Tian
s made [lkiom a pooud
academic expon. Several of
= unhersiing — inchad
the Universiy of Dhalia
<ty Eahi Kast Masyul Bxlam
Lnfuersy —
and M TS
i cuusplad with
::E:Ln v and cukural

X uim has

meved in this "@"*-m

Indiz. th late 1o
mstintonalise sradies.
Enow witnessing what some
seholars eall & ‘falklore
rersimarae Chier S e

— among Chem Gauhitd
Liveraini Tegpes Lniversiny,
Horth Bastorn HlIL niversiny,
the Universicy of Mysore,

el The esablishment
of the Emmaraks Folkkooe
Trtiveasity in 20E] remains a
Ranckmark momeni.

“Foddoe oy Erot noezize”
s Pl Franidoson a visking
schoba from Snsion Linhe=in;
1S4 T is s d ymamic study of
Buman cranrivicy,
commrmranision.and reslence
I i3 45 muchabout the Somre
as |15 aboun the past,”

home &0 Batl hallsds, Cthan
chariz: Pl sonoll paining,
Santhall muglys, and & dozen
il Fving Fotk foems — his
failed 1o mmch b cuburdd
et g el aza ckambe pclbon

Calruita Lsgeeralny once
oficeal & special paper =
fedklop: wnder @i Renguli
d.zpmrrm.:.-lum.-mlm n

ﬂum;ﬁmﬁﬂgm
b that paper was qietly
disomntinued amund o e

i
Tockny. Knlyand University
Al Todgis Departmns o
- - 1
Frilekeree, withboeh ascieniific
il clvoesl apprach bo the

mk Hi programmes
nesqusl soady with
Niekdveork, diginal anchiving.
and palicy-orenied recean

madesmme gt —nohly
the estabdifament ofthe Frildoe
i Tribal Cialture Centre at
Heddogna i iaah M Pangaun,
complers with & ‘Foflon:
Village™ -= hur hers o0, &

montrersy hosartomn feroaing
te facalty and siudents at
Kby Uity pradheses
teaivesd b Todkdore Barve bosh
trsparsid Rt appoinnmens
& the cancre, with positans

i candidezes from

ated disciphines.

It = deephr disoowageng.”
says Prof, Sy Mamud ol Head
o e Fod ke Dvpirtnend ot
Falyani Universing "W tewe
i et At eaperTice
it e1&nography, herimge
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0 L p s W = never
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fSteepest jump in private tuition mmm among rural girls

While a significant ruralurban zap

| DATA POINT |

E!:l_‘lﬁﬂ.lﬂ.ﬂll.l-
Vignesh Radbakrishnan

he e of Indian schood
children enrolled i priv-
ate coaching has rlsen
sharply fuer this pas seven years,
aucording o gowermmens data,
This [momease i partioofarly pro-

quickly catching up with whan
conires, While enrolment in
anz hgkons has grown acrces all k-
wels, the sieepest rise is s2em at the
lgher secursdery level, Noeabdy, o
thils Jeved, thee sharpest rise wes re-
corderd among rural girds

in this amalysis, private cuiton
refiers b acackemic SUREON canskde
s, cowering both regular se-
idles and preparation for oompeti-
fhae ExaEms.

Chart 1 shiws the share of stu-
denis 1akdng prieaie coaching in
201 gind 2025 across differer le-
vels of schocling. [n both years,
the lowest share of students in
privage tuitien (around L3%) wis
recorded af the pre-primary bevel.
The shage pose steadily with each
successive level of schooling.

In 068, nearly (6% of primsry,
298 af middle, 305 of secordary,
aned 37.5% of bigher seroadary s
dierits were eamolied in privaie ne-
fiuey classes. The commesponding fi-

i 3025 were shour IS,
0%, 34%, and 37%. As noced &ar-
lier, there was a 9.5% point in-
ceese in the share of higher 5@
condary seioal children esolling
in privace nation. This was e
higglyesst among all Jevels.

Chart 2 shows e share of
higher 5Emnd.a11nmmﬂ"ﬁ
pirivate coaching in 2018 and 2025
ACTass Hﬁ-l'l'fﬂ" and [ocaions.
Amaing rural studeis, the shane
lizis imﬁ&d&mmﬁmm
about 33% {0 poind increase
Ampag (=ban sudsls, i share
hgml.'rﬁﬂﬂ" from about 37 0
5% (8 point increase), Though
.Ihﬂ.ﬂ“ﬂwrmurﬂm:ﬂ.lﬂ
snudents, the share al e I'BH'“E

ruition = A0S remaing
about 4 points krwer than that of
ﬁmmﬂrﬂm i
Eap peruist,

it has narmowed sightly,
Among rural boys, the share
resd from abcar 25% o 34% (@

| point imcreasel; for rural girk, =

climbed from nearky 20 o 325 i
12 pait increase), In contrast, the
riee was pore moderale among ur-
bam by 05 podnes) and orfan girks
() prasirit=)

A0 in [larkhand amend
giriweee nawhon, compared with the
matiomal average of Z7%. AZnong
the marih-sastem Sees, Tripurz
led with clase to T9% poivate (-
tion takers amd Manipur wits 465

Mnee importaisly, the culhure of
jprivate epaching much ear-
eq i thiz gastern and morih-¢ g3l
orm Scates, Af the {kin-
lewel, abcam 34% af

alomygside the findings of the Jus-
tice AK. Rajan Commiltes oo the
impact of MEET @ Tamd Midu,
puinds to a worrving trend. The
commiee found that 0 208920,
o of shudents admined i MBERS
courses in the Stabe had attended
poaching  classes, and  many
sanong them wene cancidates who
il raken the sxam at lesst rwice
before securing Bdmission, This
ereiud haodds truie for most Figh-pro-
file sxpminabons in Inda. E
mmmmmmm

the heavy financial barden it plac-
ﬁmmﬂpﬁ..‘!‘h}'tﬂﬂm

by By Trap 30g0e 0t asnrrs enrnlled o0 prrvsts coaching 1n I083 2 000Es
i Lt of S Piping ed STnms, 1Pl oohond lewecs sne Sk iopeing?
v iy Sabic e SV eV GREENT SRS iend Swi n niwh
axibea.  cormee sy ot ol Sl | e gra phic, 'WEL e Bengad
Oir Okl this; TE= Trigurs: Bit Biane: BA: Mg, B RS

Going private
oo e For theChams wwere: souncead doams tha

Esrrranrhassi Hoduar Surviy Efusabon,
2% Wl s, 2005 il Hersnbeit] Senial

Cormumption on Bducition i bscha RS Tih Bugrnd ARy e
bty 2 T-June FOEG e ST T“_ o prvare
: A v
oo oath arkain
ot eumeysl il
ruath paifein
Hain
i GO wa
Bl i
Thes wharw of waud wnks Sakie g privel Coa ving in D008
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Freariaiiy | 00 118
ey sl w7
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chaml Fuaish
P iy of Feghey sepaniady Mot mling privale
padching in 306 and 31235 scsser grrdert el ‘x 1 a
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Rasa in the classroom

Arts education needs to focus on nurturing ‘rasikas’, not just performers

GEETA CHAMNDRAM

1N KEEPIMG WTTH the Mational Education
Policy (MEP) 2020 and the Mational
Crprmicbum Frameveork for Scheol Bdacanion
TMNCF-EE] 202 policy guidelines for hals-
the educaiuom, for the Nirst lme, &ms edocas
tine that ol | niroduction be Indian an
fiorms, inchiding classical mesic, dance, the-
aire andd thevisal arts, hawe been ineoduosd
in the prirnary and middle school curriciila
T thie 202 5-20 session

A 4 dancer | Bellove that learming dance
I5 a transformmalive ExpETRee: I COnnetty
the Ledy with the mind and beads a4 sense
i hearmraorsy. Bt pocar mig comcem is beyord
dance, ] view arts educakion in a o lisnic way
iin wehichy patherthan comipartmentalising it
dheanre, dance, musicarsd the sisiaiarts fonm
ane ngle segmient of education.

Henwr do wee Ceach it and how do we
make the pexn generateon feel proud af cuar
legany? B dowe smpreer them to fake
it forveand 7 Above all, i loduny's soress i en-
wiromment, by Gan Chisy wse e arks o de-
giress (hiemsees !

This brings me e questan the way in
which arts edotation i approached in
schaoals. Frankly, it b5 mene tolenism af th
msment. Dancepersmaance educacion is
restricred to annual days, Augest 15 and
Januaary 26 flunchiores. To pait ir Blantly, our
srhals — both privabe of governmend — ane
signpily Dot equipped fo prodisce arses or
gven &0 amisic Bent ol mind They do not

hawe the time nor their teachers the where-
swithiad oo provide Ehe imdesme atten o ook
taif andd traaning nesded m produce arnses.

What s reguired isa bevealarng of our as-
pirations for Arms sducanon in schools, Arts
education should nol &m0 CTRACE ATISEs
Instead, it should be about creating masilas
{descerning sudienoes ), ieaching studends
I b ppreciate o diverse oAl dba
fiorame be alike to use arts as a de-slreséoe

Wiz hawe missed Chis beat simply be-
cause the experienbal part of (e 218 — o
Just sit amd listen i great masters wabch
hegendary dancers —d0esn T happenn our
classrooms ai 2l 'We are 50 presccupeid
wiich the performalive aspectaf ars that we
bl Wiant 0o teach chilidren o pefioam,
But that cars anly oome meech later, Firs, one
feeds 1o Bxperience A perfofmance of an
art fermm cam phy By sibiog with 2 smghe mu-
shcal note and understanding how et can
ralmone’swhile heing; himy experiencing
Iaman can yield uremsding rass,

| s of chee schoods | e been in-
bl vty wee b e B s the anpur
as Backgronind nousic when students enier
the school in e marning, This simple act
calms them dovwn. They may have been
yelled at by their mothers e gef ready on
e thiy ooild have had a fighl winbe rrav-
g no school. They could be smessed aboart
incamplete honwework assignments or an
usooimrgg pest The straiig of the tanfur put

therm in a positive framse of mind Semall
thiirgs likoe Llris from our cultufal vinar
el e used beyoid 1M Classoom.

Arpsehouls scuipped o onsale amises? |
amalraid not With mited nme availablein
spbuocds; sevions ants iraining renains diffi-
cult Biare | st apaeak up for the dance and
nigsic seachersm schools. Thiey e expected
o creale padgic in that one or bevo perosds
ghar they are goven They aic expected to
peach Bhararanangm, kathak, ndiiat-
rany, katbuakali b andd what have you Tins
i% qwaste of ame foc the studen! and 20 un-
Tealetic e fa non o e feacher.,

| werrunbed {ibees b mesier 1ob v e e rernenr chat
I v imiciated in s wonderful schood in
Eaizabel LIP sehere over [ past decade or
s, v herve imled Bo cresde irgercheciphoany
learming Chrough th arts i o of py re
cenryisies | s amusicteacher engaee shu-
chents will e Calsla, Shee ol & rabsla set i
thi roam and the children were explanmg il
— Durmring 1 ik detdr, Mkl g sroierd o
s P 10 waas rnadke. Then camee a aund ed
viewing of 4 maesiro’s perlisrmaande, The
Ieacher was stogping e video romtime o
lime. painting owl where te fiya) pace
changed, and hosy different ingermg ablers
both sound and rinthen, She thesnwited the
Piwsics feachet fo tak abowt sovmd mans
mrmssory, echa, tone, ebe. This s the kwl ol iy-
lerliscipanary aod infegraied Wedmmngzehan

sl when wie creale inedren il dialamoes
between s, dance and theatne teachers
i oo and chen take o Rathe r arsd symer-
s withother subjest ieachers e eed 1
tiresak silns and see egqual e insducabon
el TP AT

Prbaary schvools e vl o thee Fact that
11 Class V1 snagdents are grven the opporii-
iy b0 chaose ane acTany and prirsue & for
thie et e ar four veses, durmg whikh
theyanz evperted todebve doepinoo that sub-
A Themigh thes (s an opportumdy 1o delve
o Moo ATy, wiimunarety, s
g 11 chidic) ops ho pursue nusic heishe
becormes ablvous Wl B of expnes.
sioi Thearre, dance and visual art donol fig-
ure Wi her schenwse of Dhngss. Thias as noet ihwe
WM B @ Bomaanl

Caided viewing < be o P ERs i
Hivanrie il Chis, W Teave D0 craen & Iasic arts
educadon curmscefun that bemgs toge
CilTe rersd At B, Al samie 2o of &
jrsiene o wwmieing an the arts. Sy acun-
rcuion shoold eifer an oy -aF vank-
oieg (ooms of exprescion in indss - of the
dlasmcal. bud alss the vernaculdy and the
Pk, Thyss w k] B w01 e bl =nie e -
etamcing ol our culfune,

herswrtrer L o B rorsanyan devies, Hin
erivisorEag o Tt imbe offards i hased ooy v
fister ekrvantios o veorking winh sclaaks angl

e ], SLch et i il oy e pos- < g sl SRR 10 yoiiag shudents


Admin
Typewritten Text
INDIAN EXPRESS (P-11), 03 SEPTEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text


SC has questioned a 2014 judgment that
Act, The key issue is to strike a balance

VINEET BHALLAL
VIDHEESHA KUNTAMALLA
HEW DELHI. SEFTEMIBER Z

THE SUIFREME Court om Momniday cast doulbl
cm a Consitution Bench judpment from a
decade aEo that exempted ménanty educs-
tional instibations fom the provisions of e
Eight of Children to Free and Compulsory
Eduicatinn Act, 2008 | FTE Acth

A baro-ctpe Bench of Dipandar
Diatra and Manmehan, while deciding on
wehether the Teacher Eligihbility Test (TETwas
mandatary for mangeicy schools, held that
the ruifmg i Praman Edurationad and Cufnaal
Trust v Liilon of indio {2054 neggiires recon-
sitheratinn by alarger Bench of the 5C

The court observed chat by Laking mindT-
ity schools ot of the ambit of the KTE A,
the Pramati judgrmnent may have opandised
thee femdamrerital nght toqualsty education
for chilideen studyineg @ them.

The TET case judgment

Thie nwvn-jucge Bench miled on a batch of
appeals on wihether (1) TET could b macde
marklatory forteachers in mineriny schoals,
anid {11} ireservice peacksers i non-minosity
schoals vt were appambed before the RTE
Art came into farce, must pass TET b0 be ebi-
gilbe for prameion of Cortipue in e
TET &5 the minimum gualification fior ap-
paintrment & teacher fur Casses 1io 8.

Thee corart referred thie issue of the spplica-
H.qu[hmﬁnmnﬁmﬁymthi
Earges Berch, and passed i nusanoed ander for
irrservior teachers of non-minority schoals

It directed rhat reachers with less than
Frve yars of seTvice remaining may conbnue
i thiar b withou ¢learing TET, slthcagh
|hq.|wn.-tdhn'emp.wu1=uﬁmwdcrb:
b prometed Teachers with mece than fve
years left far reticement must clear TET
yithir bt years, {Anjurmn Ebadr ¢ Talsem
Truds v The Stpte o Mohanashigh

Criticism of Promati ruling

The Bench said that the verdict in Fromet
apeared “legally suspe”, “uesionable®,
and “disproporhiciase” broause the fe-judge
Bherach Badl stmock dossm the appelicabilicy of the
eine FTE At o minorily irstincions based

INDIAN EXPRESS (P-17), 03 SEPTEMBER 2025

RTE and minority schools

WHAT HAPPENS NOW?
THE CORRECTHNESS OF PRAMATTwI IF FRAMATTIS DVERTURNED,
b tested before a larger Bench, mimarily s hoals may be required b
peanssibiy of seven judges. The 5C has comghywith KTE: reserving 155 seats
tramied four forthe Chiel feer dizadvantaped children, énsaring
pastice of Indta o place before s larger | quakified feachers, and meeting
Ranich for comsideratio. mipimumquality standards.

almast entirehyan it anakyss of asingle pE0-
wisiotyof the AT — Section 12{1Kck

“This seciion reguiies all schoals fo reserde
at Yeast 35% of sears in Class 1 or “children
beknging foweakes secrions and disadvan-
taged groups in the pe "

Theeourt poineed to a cntical condlict ore-
ated by the sweeping exemption: Whale
Artacle B 1 of the Consifubon the
right ol inceiny groups o establish and ad-
msister their instipotons, Artide 214 guar-
amitras everychild afundamental right med-
ucation, Therefore, the Rench reasomsd,
parmpEE mineity schoals froom the Aot di-
nies chilidnen sudying inthem the stakaory
benefits and protections that floer Eum the
fandamental fight Ender Artcle 214

TheBench called forsharmomnios inter-
peetaninnwhen=the fighis under Article T14
and Article 300 1) “canand met co-Ei s mu-
tually" ratheer than ore being meatsd as an
“anqualified trurmp cagd” over the other.,

vWhat Pramati ruling held

The five-juxdpe Comstinution Bench was
di=ciding the validéty of The Constitution
[B6 Amendment ) Act, 2000, which intrm-
duced Article 214, ard The Constitution
(832rd Arreradrnent) Ak, 20, which -
dhoced Artichs 155 )in the Conssution.

Article 1A established foscabon s alin-
damentalright; Amicle 155 allowed the stane
e make special provisians fer backward
clsses, 505, and S Ts inefecational mstutions,
mlading privape educationad institutions,
“yhusthier abcid or unaided by e State, cther
than thee minerity educational insthotians™

Pramati wpleld the validity of bath
amendrments, but nded that the KTE AT was
unconstiitional “insofar s it appdies o mi-
peiry schoeds, aided or unatdied, oovened un-

der clase | 10l Aunicle 30,7

The coast reasoned that the wmique chaf-
acter of minomty inscingfions must be pro-
tected. B feaned that forcing thess Inshime
tions roenmphy with the RTE Actwould bead
£ an"abiogation” of their funcarnental fight
under Artick 30( 1) 0 “sstabiish and admin-
e educational instin s of their choice”.

The judgment said that a “legal obliga-
Eini |urer Section 8201 e)] o admic chil-
diren hetoegiet 0 weea ket secticas and dis-
adwantaged groups i the neighbourbond
whoneed rot be children of the membersof
the minority communine. cannot be fopced
e A iy instibition becaise that may
desiroy the minority chamcter of theschoal

What the RTE Act says

The Art e e elementary od
ucatian Toe chikiren of ages B=14. Gowvern-
rnvent schogands are requiped o provide fee od-
wication inall enrodbed chilkdnen; akded schools
st pronicle free Seals proportionate to the
aid they recefoe, Privase unanded schocds ane
required bo resense 255 of entry-level ssats
far childnen from disadvartged groups, re-
imbursed by the st { Sectson LT

Thi Act sets minimum standands of
pupil-reacher ratios, mained teachers, infis-
stnechere, and libraries, bans corporal pur-
ishment and capitation fees. and places an
abligationonall schosls o contribute fowuni-
versal education

R Goubnida, whi was indtramental in
drafting the RTE whrabe in the Rowhledge
Companion to Primary Education in Ihdig
{207}, that “rle KTE Actischild-cenmic and
fik inszitusica-centric™. Govinda tnld The
indian Express: “We ballaved [the Act] v
abourt the fundamental night of e dhild, mor
the adminsdrative Aghty af schadls, There

exempted minority schools from the ambit of Right to Education
between minority rights and the universal right to education

wias naneed b sxemnpt minurify instatiens,
The right of an indevdual child should be
hedd higher than the colkective right of
Grewdps 60 run anstitutions & they wish:™

Following Pramali exceplion

Thie twme jurd g Barsch cited a study iy the
Mational Cammission for Protection of Chid
Rightts, wihich fond that anly & 7% students
inmnimecity schoaks were fom disacvantaged.

and that 52 5% of students be-
tangesd (o non-miraity oo

“This i indicative of nany Wt otions -
bedlizdd 2z “errimenEty” et SErvng Eheir Com-
mmurilies exclestvely, bub continuing to en-
i esemnpiion fomindesenay mandates,”
the Bench =ad

After the KTE Act came im0 efect im
200, prwate schools &hil minoncy goups
cosnplained that the 25% quata infrmged an
thesr auitenomy, and the Lawwas chafenged
incourL

In Al 200 2, & three-judge Benchupheld
the At Bt i esempied unaided mirodry in-
oS, ke that guotas eamld “change
theircharacter® and breach Anticle 30 1) The
20 rubreg exterded the exempion to.adl m-
ity schiools, regandieqs ofwihethes they re-
oebved governmment aid o not

Fdfbrwirsg the judgment, mary private
sctonl s were alieged oo have sought naandriny
ST — Sormetimes vithondy a tokenminor-
iy maragement — i escaps RTE compliance.

DOr Latika Gupta of thi Department of
Educarion at Delii University said: ~kany
so-called ITur.i:l'H.'!.l sthoals thal wert £55en-
tially private institations with s manority la-
el ool escape normas. They did not adenit
poar chiddren from their cwn Comaumicy
and confined g elie insTinubons.”

Gupta said thar Tuesday's noling takes a
shep toveards Bielping “children in mirarity
irestitubions to b from |RTE] nosms on
[Braries, papl-teacher rnok, and bars an
carparal punishment, etc”.

Anita Bampad, a frmer dean of the
Deparrmen al Edwcarion ac DL, described
thae ruling a5 "a sound pasicion in line with
children's rights®. £he said: “The Right to
Education deal= willudbmdren’s entitements.
— the qqualiny of educarion, the qualification
of reachers. Exempting schools S fhis une,
demmines thoss nglhis™ gl i

-
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Makmg them play
by the book

The Mational Sports Governance Act will ensure
sports bodies do not function as fiefdoms,
serve interests of sportspersons

P THE MONSOOM Sisgion ol Peliament, 15
bill= veere passed, Amongst thern was the
Pertiora | Sipoets (e Tiaige AL 2035, Whie
the Adt, whidy repalates and recogmises ma-
chonal Apovts bodies in Irsia, 5 not oy o
fired a place in the et of political *hot pota-
s, HE b ponanoe cannot be cvarsaoed,
This i be e s everal national-less sport-
g Fecheraiions today enjoya moropely and
are directly concerned with the selection of
[RRSYES O PR Tenase a2 oty Thonggh Incka,
ealeitwasundercokonial rule, wies the firs
Ausian nation o partopare inthe Dlymplc
i 000, 3t e ot Ll i S0t s passed
tharthe couinimy bad 2 comgrehensive e gs-
katinn ho g s ks bodies,

Before the Spofts Goverrance A was
jpassed, e sdministration of sports indera-
ricns was guided iy the Mationat Sports
Developrient Dode of [dia. The Code wag,
i Bt et ol et rubes, haetily dhalled
ry the M inistry ol Youth AlTains and Spors,

Thesimuastan an the pround of thal time
wiad depkeplio, Spans fadeatons, mging
fram natonal odistcr iEscciationg, be-
carme the leldom of poltical satraps and
ther cronigs, Eleciceal mal prastioss and mis-
cnnd e vrre B roemr Several poct lokd-
ey o rsiaed thii e, and tenure limits
were blatanily disreparded. I 2004, the
Parliamentary Standing Commitbee on
Husmiam Resource Develcpaent observed
that the majority of the national sperting
lederations 'were dominated by nom-
sponspersons. Mo than TR0 cases riaed
o malpracticesin the o warim
spoming (ederatiors are curmendy pending
hefore diflerent (4TS, In some mses, the
coints veere cormped led toinlerven: aod ap-
podnt a Cormen ttee of Ad rédrsdratong: (Cof)
L0 ROV ledesations a5 3 SOp-Eap meis=
e, afber the position ofe erscwshileaffice
bearers Fad beoome legally srmiealbie,

Some natbonal sporting Nedérabons
lzced penalties Gom global sgencles. The
wirestling Federation ol Endia wag Sus-
pended in 2023 due to s fsihire © hald

timedy elections. The Amateuar Kabaddf
Federation of India vwas alss sepended in
2024, as | lacked an elecied body
fehlilicralky. in 2063, FIRL suspended the
.'|].|.'IA'.'|.I.:I Foir i sl Fed iy Bedcomctne [ was

poreimed by court-appoksed admin-
Eiriees. The cost of such misgovermance
whs exaeeibaled whan (e Indian Saper
LEague 20U5-26 was placed |n limbo be-
s of BEgsdion peraining oo SIFF—
theeSu prense Couf dinisfed e spency ol
to ke ary o policy decisions undil the
marier W resa bl

“Thi okl £ do o oarilhe ub-

e el [ sudh a lerible side of allsrs
Teeey i rohy Gace the cocasional sethack of

—

nat heing athle o etend thesr already ex-
tendded tenure, The real victims are. i fact,
tha spoatspersons, vehose caneers 2ne bonind
b the unflongivirg consirains of Gme and
e, and viha find thesr aspirmtions stilled by
s poserrande and urendding litgaeon con-
ceming thelr (ederatiors.

Thies puassing of e Spaeris Govemance Ao
Is, eherefiore, aEmely mlisfand represenisa
veatershied noment, I8 will bepetully ad-
dress the above- menboned dShoricomings
The Actenpriran ra che Cerene o estatdisha
Mational Sports Board, which Wil grant
PECCEMIition K arkls natlonal sporting fed-
erations and teir alfliote unitd, This pend-
s, i partoatar, will putaniend bothe pro-
tracted hattles For legBmecy veapsd by rival
federations within the same spont.

This Act o establishes the Matianal
Olvmplc Commicee, the Mational
Paralymgsc Cammilbes, and U Hstional
andd Regonal Sports Fed eratans far rach
part Each ol tes badies bas aizs been
marsdared o estabizh a code of conduct in
Erwe with the Evmemnas onal best prartices
presading in each spor. The At also man-
daties that e Execucie Commitee far
avery sparting Fedemtion must cons stefup
w15 preinibers, with at kst pam ouistand -
ing sportspersons amd four women
Moneover the ageand remure limits aealso
dlelimed 16 eniure that Fresh raknr and
wigoir i5 inducied in sporty administzacion
and thar a ke olfioe beaoers from.a pamou-
lar region, relggan, or political affilistion do
ot harve a monopoly over the adminism.
Eikmndala St

A Mabinal Sports Trbunal will be can-
ST B0 julica ne despe mes PRI 80
sparting federationd This i alandmark peo-
WiE oD as woRd SrEarnline Sports-relaeed
T L e g i s 10 et disticked
by mubject experts. Farther, the unending
oo of lirkga don vepekd be peduiced as an
appeal against i decision of the Mational
Sparts Trthumal weould cnly lle befone dhe

Supreme Cour. The Sports Govsemance At ¥

alsn angeres the oversight of electicps ol
sparting Mederations, Boih nacoral and -
gional, as it seeks io extahlish a naticeal
panel of gactaral {FoEs o ovnrsee fkec-
i ol riniad sporrs Bodlex [1zalls upan
natianal sports bodies to coretdture & panel
o owersen the elections ol ikeir alfiaes.
Discarakficabion i a sgmificant detererd lor
non-comgdiant federations to ensure that
thae As provs o are complied with

Ap India azpires e hosr che
Commeswealth Games {hopelully with
Ereateriniegris: hes droe ) and the Ohempic
s it niear e, it b recesesany thag
the mfrarnucnure develo ped In dha-cou ity
i5 all-Encomagassing. Such infrasiructure
sk pl be conifed menely to brick ad
martar, b rmust also encompsass i mobust
begad framevanric thar places pocd gover.
nansce in Spoating federations at the foae-
frenL Thi Sl will creoure that spoets fieder-
ationswsill mot reonain seperentaties of the
aspirations ol a select [mw pobitical samags,
T of spporsperors of Hhie natiyy

Thiet worifer s on oeeanng
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MY STUDENTS,

MY TEACHERS

DR SAMKU BDSE

ar modl an the sutslde,
tzachisg b imagined
A6 & ene-uy streel
The professor deivers
knowledge and the
shudenis recetee . But

metropolitan Dehi, S Kolkas
busy stresty and even inlernationally
from Europe snd the U5, Their
perspectivi: ofben collled & debate:
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L s wimgle " wirldview
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.
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Eradsig manual, or ressarck seminar
cetld ever provide, They bave shapad
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bui, sinch more mmportantly, hew 1
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nm*m,nmrgmmm
o the fo0m e 3 Beilant "Whal
HT® could wpesd the neat dee of
iy cazefily- planned Jecure. Az
firse, these interraprisas seeseed
Incamvesdent; | had syllabd bo cover.
timetibles v respect Bub siowly
[ seulised that qoestions are not
disrapioas, they are sporks, They
| they force wa 1@
e ek
m=sd us
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whem lile Eats Fon
Balio Jearned that technagr,
Is Jogs abosst poals aed more SR

it
lisols Lie. Dsrin ﬂf‘f_m, saline
Ferrmight, £ wes h**"j“”. ‘:_’”
innovrted. Thﬂ"“"'"“dp'?mrd
learnizg wHs|DRE on Iﬁhﬁ"ﬂru_d F#EN
tuy groups un Whalshgh.
hrw b i the

o
i P o, P“f,""""

and “u-nmlﬂl‘i'.'\- a

uT;rslr:.' has been anethel B0
e vl 08
and sien, ol the Wk BT
have e [P rurl B¢

indmg me daily tha amd
inchetion are mat grand ideab o
celehrabed o special Docadioes; hat
nﬂy&'ra pﬂmﬁ:hm

il most
H&hut.:mﬂ'nnm:udlrthll
mﬂdh&hhidwfwrm Ina
srsiem DAl oies prmdpe shideniy

roite learning and ees-deiven
achisverneni, [ have seen them resse
Some tayed back afer chas nof In
5K b 12 geade heller, bt 16 ask vl
%nmﬁumdupmm

a0 Al Relp farmesst™ or "How
e enirepressurthip trasafoem o
wilagel™ Thede quieitin fd WErE Ao
ubaut mirkskees, they were shoul
mesaring, Thelr curio sy pecirdled
wmhnnﬂd-ﬂmrur'ﬂq]
chane scaedernia 5 ke firn placs, ot
18 minsfecreee degree hoddems, bul ie:
mlmpuﬂ:h&ﬂn'ﬁs
ani ereata chge!

EOUCATION 15 NOT
ABOUT PRODUCING
FOLLOWERS OF
KNOWLEDGE, BUT
ABOUT WALKING
TOGETHER AS FELLOW
TRAVELLERS IN A
LIFELONG JOURMEY OF
LEARNING
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HAPPY TEACHER'S DAY

TEACHING IN THE AGE OF Al

EDUCATORS BELIEVE Al IS EMERGING AS A POWERFUL ALLY FOR

“TEACHERS, SU

AMINDITA ACHARYA

lmmhﬂlh,mrﬂm}r
om the Has -l:r-.u'_:ﬂu
T'hl‘:IE'rqunt:H:-:u'ﬂ

act city plasining and water
?:mﬁmhﬁ'h;ﬂ;}bnillnwm
head? Mow lenagine a sappin
mﬁmmrdd—mﬂwnugh-gi?u-g
s ckine, bub threagh Alaed immersive
tech that cam take yoo on virtoal field
trips. Todiry, seachers cam use Al 1o
pakle students beyond texibaaks, letting
them experience distant places Srst-
Erarsel, Ty this Al-driven era, teackers ise
nu]unq;rjus:lﬂianhtimm-.ﬁnm
ﬂi?"ﬂ eeorning mentors, Bdlitaton
and ethical

Fu.l.r.‘eLﬁure.'.».lenll
AT can't replace human beachers, bt 2

can definftely change how classnooms
veork In fact, 719 af teechers and 55%
of fudents believe AL tools are key for
ssorie i both college and foture johe
From platforms that oastomise bessom 1o
] asgistanis that ]'udP teachers save time,
sidizcations fisbare fsnt abeul picddeg
Beetwiien, hitmnans ased AL K about
Bleniding the best of bogh,

Secarding o loyon Chasdhuri,
Principal Gf%ﬁ'ﬂ‘n'rrr?uﬁ. Ko, the
advent of AT has signilicanty changed
the robe of & teachier. She adsnited
that A1 s brere 1o sty and it must be
lewesuged 1o entance the copabilities
of beachers, “Traditionally, o tewcher

How, Al can help in creasing s
reseasching coetent and take care of the

admrinistrative busden allowing beachesi
o oo on winl is more -ﬁuut
= ToET R, it FN';'H'I-“E
sescialemntiosal development” she ssid
The educzinr further sdded that beachess
nied 1o Toster te aniquely hursan sdlls
that Al licks iz mmcmuﬁr&- s
sthical peasoning, ™ s have 10

ide studienls navigaie a world saarated
weith injiormation, teaching them how o
think critically and ﬁﬂ::ulr e r'iumi
«in hiigeh aurdier thinking sadils, pet just
uﬁﬂf:-mmnrhﬁ'ﬂl!:rhl -

Today, Al & takang, & lot ol the e
hiftiesg ofT teachers’ shoulders. Taskes Lk
grading. scheduling and genesiting
repirls cam mon e auiomnated, ghving
cducatnrs mare time bo focus on
arsching, Tools such (rrudescape
ensure [k, coniibanl evaduiion of
lui;:.ml:lu.w}lll: Al-baged odbeduling
socdiware streamlnc timetables an
FiaaTGE MEN rent, Platioerss liks
DyemBog and Semarl SJlJIn:M'Im{k
i « kin vl aime med il jus bessons
om the spol, keting each wudent |rarm i
thhﬁmmm ﬁ:fbr'-t.'i.lll-lrlrl-ln.
Hizgeduslan Inicraalion Schusiel, el
the role of ieackers i the Al era s

e ———

e —

PPORTING TH_EM ACROSS A WIDE RANGE OF TASKS

teyend jost beimg knowladge providers,
the ans Botw meniors, fcEiatoes. ind
et in hel wndenis i an
workd "AT tecls help identily leaming
paps and yupgest targeted wsirchics.
Al-driven smulations, lamguags talky
and adaptive |]||'EEH mraka classronms
miant Interactive and engeging, Teachers
alee use Al i nooms hest proctises
curaie respces and desif innovalive
lesson plans, that ensunz global
sandurd of wducation;” be sald.
Esbucators and technologits eed]
\o weork Band in hand 1o ghapea pew
learning el where Al and human
||.-E'|-,=r5 |;|;||'|1|.|JEI11!11| gach ok, Bl
alnnyiide this eecliement, ewchon corry
4 Emasine COnCers: sondimis becoamisg
161 depeniddent om technology With
the ﬂ-'.P:Hi“" E‘mﬂﬂ'. of Al tnsls ltke

TEACHERS
SHOULD
ENCOURAGE

STUDENTS TO USE Al AS A
LIPPLEMENT, ROT

& SUBSTITUTE, AND DESIGN

REQUIRE

ASSIGHMENTS THAT

ORIGINAL THOUGHT,
PROBLEM SOLVING

ABILITY

ChalGET, theres o fear that awermeliance
vkl weikan reativitg ritical thinking
and independent Sought. A4 io that
the consiant exprourns o sodial m
where harmiful or dsicadting content
i juit a bk ey, st thes challenge
becoases even bigger

“Ckildren are vulnerable and
impresionable They peed i be
pm{n-_'l.td froms omline danasment,
ryberbullying, and predsers. Teachess
anil emano=Bory showld puide childnen
and parenis to reduce exposar in
Inappropriale e
canienk
such

as eepbck maleial o bate speechar
Cases of Evevessible dupage oo epei,
mantal and physioal health of chidres
thie Lo gavessive sereen bome luwe
heen o 1he cise. 'Wa cannst allow ihils
1o contino: unchecked,” sud Lo
Lepes, Principal, Geeenwond High
Iniernatioral fekeal Hangeore

Chandhisi said und
perdepeniderte oo fsdinoingy can
iradeed ruis ertical azal

creativity of the siodents, e dhoukd
tpach ptaadeits o e eritical coTsumess
of Al-generaied mnbiml, bal s
apprplars. Teachers mesl isgroe
Jerssns o hiowr A works, i Amitaticns,
and it tial fnp i (Sroup profes
houdd be dore in chas where e
prl:l:-:ldlsdnrn:Hr..":ll'uHh‘-ﬂ]in
achied simnilar weenimiener and said
(et stadenits mvest be vapght socurae
aceeurability, ad i jodgemen
o ezt b sesgratsindy va¢ AL dimiae
36 e of caloulaies oo the iRt in
earlier pmeraling
r-a'il‘ﬁ
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rHigherE

Theexistingteaching
cammuniysingrained
FESISIANCE to ACCEpE asyncretic
approachishoth behavioural
and capabilit-driven, For
example, congenital aversion to
technology enablementis
defended by citing the possibie
lossofinterpersonalinteraction
and theaffectivedimension
between teachers and students.
Thisargumentisinvalidasa
blended teachingenvironment
does not advocatethe
discontinuityofthekeman
interface between teachersand
Studenis

spates of articks in edivorkals and
irsion peces regalbagly bemoans

deplocabie state althe higher |

VACATACT] SRR, N Caar Coeantry,
Common criticisms inclode a lack af
infrastroeture, irsufficient tmching saff, 2
shewed PTR (Pupil Teacher raciol, and the
perceived hasty milout ofthe New Educadan
Podficy (WEP ). These chasges, often led by a
section of the praching comamuning am
typecally nooted n long stamding lepacce
Hivawever, the desper issue Hes not st in
these s compiaints, butina relectanoe
toaddness fmdamerssd stoverural dalkenges
within higher education,

Whilerrany crictsme foos on sefce-level
peoblems, more critical, foundational fues
are undermining Lhe eflediveness of our
erhucation system S harpeningour
of the opechulbeiges is cssentialo
refarm. Ta asaess the veracliy of the
rauch-touted slepatons, i woulkd be firto
begin by lonking at somse mumbers.

A per Lthe AISHE (all Indin Sarvey om
Higher Edwcation) Repord 2022-1Y the
maumber of undversigies, both State Public
and Staie paivarz has increased Ea U168 @
203122, up from S in 2067-18. Whils
silent enmlments have increased there
b absn been an et in the teaching
r.|r:||'.||.ﬂa|.i|"a:|'| frvam F2RBATES 1o 0,507 68H.

Cenically, the nuanlses g ia crciie o [irme
.'lhl.“'.."l.'hI_-'ﬁ'hr-n'lhlmlm."rq-:mll.ull':'lmllﬂ'ﬂl-'

deserves & funher drill-dowi, g

i deep dive intotheavailable infonmation
on nadeguate infrastnactune and eacding
resources reviah an inleresting parack, b
shows that the proundswell in swdent
erarbment i mainly happening in disria
canllees whers lrs-time leamiens are Nty

STATESMAN (P-6), 04 SEPTEMBER 2025

ducation Woes

up classmoms, creating an inlins micnee
Ehariage. Cor i in prestigious
Instictions ke R4 Jad sipur Univessing
Presidency University, o name a few,
seRlE in subjeds B Bamomics and
Chemistry am: gning empty,

Cleurly, Elrasirocure i nat o probdem
biesre. Tha enoee discoieting Beue B that
the studencs of the aforementioned
irzutios o vl ax dizemchanied
with b cursenteducationol framework,
are seeking optone which will beoss
their chances of employabiiny

‘Whiile ane cam argue thal sdocalion
ghiowdd ot e desrred|on ecconomic
COrE KIEERLONS mione, Chis grmairg npathy

Insalar as the outcry ngaimal Che kny
mumpil-t=acher rabia i concemed, nowed
erouomis! Karthik Musabidbarsn erllingty
péinbsautehat the concem is averhloan.
*|ecreasing thee num ber of tenchers doesnt
hedp cither.. evidence suppesis 4 wirak
relaticmship between PTR eduction ond
kaming gains. For ingtince, 2 sidy Iy
sbhii Barezjies and collopgues foond no
effect al smaller clags stzes on student
learmicg”.

Meamwhile, the pulf between educarion

arvd eenplimsnt Stenlanss Loy iden Deggine
mqummmm&n,pmlmumln-nﬂ-a-:rdm

purhers, the April 2025 PLFS (Perfodic
Labamr Poeoe Stirveyh lgures show urban
johkessness standing ot 8.5 per cenn whilke
puiral ynernpleymenl numbers ane ol 45
T Lenk,

WLl b ol gz oo s dlee fct (had
e ey Ipen. pereenlag is |48 per

cent in the 15-29 years age-gmup, higher
chan the cresall averige.

Io such & scenarka. the
cigery reganding bulbding
Imfrastrocturs and adding
mre'sipecenced’ teachers
rings hollow, Sabject-baged
theoeetitul tmaching, based
MWMHM
in ool inesr woelid

Il becames Increasingly

dzrthar theaspsirg brodaba

Thewrrena  oninadequetefanding, PTR
_ﬁl.r.!.nl::.rE‘Eu!'.l; mh;mdjtfmmtmum
& IE[H:I.U:E' rI:I:J'E!FLEEI:I:
comuentarey  Bmesaloiog bigheechcanion
an which Imchides cotdated
sci-cuitone! curnicom desien, indfTective
RLLTTLT texching pedagogy, and

reelssange o change within
& secticn of the aching
canumnity. Thete foundatiooal isswes
diemars] ariention
A5 paat of lis new design, the HEP by
laken rermedinl meesomes Lo oy
[rom the ardhale curicaluny beinglng in
Mesxibilicy arsd makivg it nwee ol ancd
incecise] pliraey:
Special emphasis has been given 1@

wadhlch ulm'rrﬁkul ehdnking .EE
problemsohving The

atempes inhridge e gapDeveen ecucition
ancl employalsility, fazusing on develnping.
student capsbilkies whic woikd hereleais
e -,:mﬂ'.-'l.ngﬂnpln-:.'m.'lm'n‘t'di

Tcamplenmn e ek curvialaiy
e WE Doy bresks avway Erini ookl

Msaulsysn pedagogicsinuture [mredudng
8 moer shadenl-oenlric, mlmmﬂuﬂ.tﬁ'

tech frameverkit encumzes
i Mended moded of pedagngy.
This il lnesmcy Fnpencisciplinein:

prablem sobvfing and vocationad exposur:
The TTEP (Integrated Teacher Edusition
Pﬁmruﬂ.&f' in being mpiemenied ﬂ:l'%
with others. Unfortanately, the resudt g
these afforts has been ouldding to poar,

The foeenost rersen for chis resismnce
i theresahube incdiference ofa Barge section
of the tesching OEMMUNTY 0 Bovepaing
are] adapaing to the chanpe. Ignosing the
Fact that education has 0bhe viewsd froena
hilstorical and relasioreal comtext, they
cemtinue o deplmy daced pedapngy, paying
lip-gervios o the idea for a snadeni-centrx
Frame=work.

The edsting iechingoommumity’k ingrained
reaistancs o aoept A synoectic Gpprosch =
tq:thﬁhmu' uﬂ_nar;dazwlwwﬁhm.’m
exarnple oofgerdlal aversion i gy
erabdement ks defiend od try ciing the posside
kass of Iorerpersonnl inferadicn and the
affective dimension bertween teachers and
sindenis.

This argement b Invalid as & blended
tesching environment doss noc advwocnie
the of the himan interface
herween leackers and shpdenca. Instead,
keaping the peneraticnnl perspective In
mired, & recomoends 4 balance betwesn
in-pereet leaching and rechnolagy-aicdal
karning, [t B evidint that the mreasons for
this resistance, larpely from academics
Belonging o humanites and socislssiences,
m:—" I:fjl‘:{hupllruhln. f=ar {Ifi!us.g l]{

¥ and mosl impoctanthy, fenr o
replacement. F h-'-

Resistrmes pesssioch cevenls tharunderbying
el i ponsss shape ress o e,
Instead of outrighs dismissal, thers are
carelully crafted justifications Jass of
PmAL comtact, demegraphic divide in
nocesslng technology, low teacher-student
enlins. ok Iﬂlnfrmrm[urﬂlm|ﬁl|m;hg
InfeTnal, emotlcaal reslstance tochonge. It
i5 Cime: for instinmioes and irdividuais alike
i stkremvindge thar mindser ch in
the teacting community is essential for
beinginp aloat sustainable improvEmen 1.
I edlucarion,

Whear eduators Fave s intemsilise s,
by acknoesdeclging 2 new .ﬂhdﬂ'f'ﬂ’:'ﬂhzh
i geemingh apposed 1o (ke chally g

b spprsedi, chey will Hm!
EJ‘..%E;U.;H.;IE” Togudtirs il ot e wibhens

dtdymuriuilﬂ.t'rlﬂ%'ﬂfﬂlh%mulmm
coenfinnes o v LSy i The [oueney
would ental dBrepilens, but @ wowld
nnlmh'um.ﬁ_ﬂk‘run:w-n;jumm".
ik huﬂ'a.'i.ufgn.‘hi.‘min_‘m,ﬁ‘m
world. Ti0raIng an adapiive misdset
wuthil et bl vy b e, -,-.-k[c
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Haresma Moram Samds

ormer Presidenl Dr AP§ Andul
Kalam pooe sad: “H & natkan as-
pires U6 be cormopline-free and
filled with beauliful minds, then
{kree kieys can inlock the gabeway
b that hegvenly land - the father the moth.
eor, and the teacher” [n this statement hes
the profiund truth of the teacher’s robe aad
immense respemsiliy in sociecy. Abter
parecis, the tescher haolds the highest place
i, shaping an indviduals life. Justas won is
heated and Bammered into varedss tools, 3
teacher, through the gpask of knowladge,
ignites the minds of students, shaping and
i them with the bammer of thiagh
tn cairwe Eho path for their feture.
bt Indin, Teachers® Day i celebented eve-
T¥ JEar o E{p‘tﬂﬂ:bﬂ'E-,t’h.!hirli:aﬂnlur-
sary of Dr Sarvepalli Radhsirishean, the
first Vice President pnd second President
o the cousdrg In 1962, when his students
prished to celebrste his bithdmy as "Hes-
habcriskras Dy’ b husbly papgested it
his wivuld feeld more honcured if they cele-
brated it 35 “Teachers’ Day.’ Since thien, the
pradition Bas continied a5 a tribste tis him
India’s first Prime Minigter Pandit Jawaba-
piad Meton remarked that [ir Rackakrishnam
rendered many forms of svice b the =3
picn, Bt fis contribution as 2 tescher was
the mast outstanding. [ndeed, ndia is for-
surate tn Beve had sucha philesophe, schol-
ar and Bumanitasan a8 2 bacher His per-
sppality contimies (o inspirs us, deepeming
pur reapect and devolios I.n'l'-l-il!-'lfﬂ_l'l.ll'ﬂ-Plfl"-
ing borige to teschers an the birtbday af
wach B oweriag Bgare ie: besdlenind oar prIvi-
lege, for tenchers ard ghearchitecis of s6d-
phy —without thedr contritetion, Ee whesl
qf progress CIRmo [Urm.

DECCAN HERALD (P-8), 05 SEPTEMBER 2025

Teachers’ Day in era of commercialisation

| Despnte fqmmrﬁﬂﬁsan'uﬂ and technological advances, teachers
] remain vital guides, shaping character, values, and the future of sociely.

Whils Inits colehres Teaschers” Day on
Zaptember 5,'m the U5 ¢ is obeerved in
thi: first weels of Moy and workbwide it is
celebrabed o Opeober B under the auspse-
psof IIMESCO, Ths global crlehmtion high-
lights tese: universal Emportance of teachers
in society. Teaching 5 5 nohle and respoesi-
ble profession. By imparting knowledge
and wisdimm, teachiss can contrlrsie Lo ore-

B praceful, prosperous, and enlight-
ened wield, They sharpen the intellect of
grudents, nurtice rational (Bmking, instil
decisiveness, strengihen charzctid and hep
{remen e trath—bas moakdng them
into responsible drizens. Tewchers’ Dag,
therefors, is Dot aily & FECOgTLH of their
coseribnios bt alssan sncoumgennin: o
thi bo shouldes graser responsixbiies.
Tagchers unify diverss idess and ouméats
of Prioemght o 8 singhe stream, SHrmng the
sinds of students and paving the way fr
the advascement of SoCiidy.

Theough paresds e cur first teachors,
fhee pontit ons of forrmal teachers & opet-
]rllmu.':;.-asrnk.nuthdq! and showing w8
{iw: path bo becoming geod human heings
oot e
dasiisn of pur Eves, shaping et just our e2-
poation hiut also por charectes They recog-
iz ourisiens, strengtis, andd weaknesé-
£, ETCOUTEEING U8 10 PUIFSE CUF dresms,
Henos, alongeide parente, teachess booare
enqual stakeholders in cur sycoess, Durng
fhe Covid-19 pandemic, when the whele
wirld wag shaken, teachers hid o adipd in
emchpclogy and cantisss fEaching through
.jju;im]rrmlrl.n mmh-r.l-.ihelrll.‘:ii._'-l.'hl:l:
digital liveracy was limited, this was indeed
a challezge. et teachers rope to thi: oomi-
giamn and dil not hesitate o impart &l

tion, Mo matter hiee pdvienced technology
becomes, leaming remains incomplete
withuil Ehi inspirmtion of a tescher. As Bill
Gabes rightly eaid, "Technology & ast a
tocd. In berms of geiting tne kds workang
rapethir s molivating Uen, e feacher
is the most iEporant” hachings cannot
giir temman imagination, hope, end love -
anly & eacher can. & good tesches kowde 10
{earn, lowis bo tmach, and éfgoys inspiring
grudeces through both. As the fascusEng-
I1gd writer C5 Lewls remarkes, Hin task of
thye e beachir 18 AL b cut dinfn pr-
gles bt Lo irrigate degegts. This powrfil
srabeendcd ppminds s of the e respons:-
bitity of 2 teachr

Three decades Rio, teaching was seen
prarely §5 3 service-nriented profession. But
with the advent of economic liberlisation,
izt gt gradually dimindehed, and edoca-
ton began 1 be commen: il s, As priva-
[ oo grew, feschens sppairid miore fro-
fisssscnal than servicesdriven, Tiodsy, India
has two diszingt typas of schools: ponem-
mesi, gzhools and provate schodds. Stwdenis
in povernmint schools mostly come from
poorer Roiiksinids, while relatively well-
off tamilies perdd their chibieen in private
aeiools. Whils gdlacecion n gevermmant
schols s foee, i private schodls i 1% ex-
pengrve. Many now befeve that without
spending monsy, coe cannot receive guli-
Iy edecation — st as one FRmct by a good
product wilkous paying [he peice in ihe
srarket This hs ¢reated 2 elear divide in
sddypation: one syalem producin wWorkers,
the other produsiag masters

Wwich educabios treated 25 3 commodity,
digpariiies bave emergid even & (Bch-
oy’ wtstus The selebeatinn of Teuchers'

[y in government schools & offen mod-
et doe o a back of funds, wiils & private
sehoole it is marked with grandeur and
parmp. Globalisation has ales condritiired
to this divide in respect and recoguition. In
(R rracket of educatsos, the dignity of gow-
ermanent teachers has dirsinished consad-
mrahly, Heare, teachers themezlves nesid
sell-reflection. These exgaped in teaching
ahould poe indulge m peditical Svouriism,
syeopkency, bestery, ar gifts to gain promo
tioms o rewardd, Teachers must mof e-
have spinelessly, for ctherwise even thi
minémal dignity they zave will vanish.

Fecenl govermment policies such as
schiool clesures snd netrgers have fusther
lowersd the skatus of gowsmment teach-
er5. How can teachers be respoctiad if tiere
are fue Fiudenis in their schools? The no
bl expectation (Bat eackers would -
spire students for nalxe-huilding seems
to bie Eading. Mareower. the gowirsmeant's
hahbit of burdenizg teachers with nos-ata-
demic duties has digtracted them oo
ihele true reepedaibiliny Uniess teacher
are freed fron such dutses snd allmeed 10
focus solely on education, poblic mducd-
tion itself may soon turn into 2 fully com-
merciadised product.

Yer, despite this comanenciaiisacon ad
the intreduction of Al in education, the re-
evance of teachers wil never dimisish A5
long as there are siudents, theme will be
teachars Techmology can provide kyswl-
edge bot cannot replace the warmeh Gf Bu-
mam emotions. Only teachers @n inspre
with affectinn, compassion, and ke - mi-
chines cannot.

¢ The amathor (s the Praigipal of Kol
Sewdar Fecamalary Scheol, Noviliacl
eeisle
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We need disciplines o
interact with each other
— both for structural
rengvation of instmtions
and deparmments, as well
35 o ensure holistic,
multidisciplinary, and
future-ready education
for students

warkd Is being re-iimsg-
Wi e soeing o e
ol new technologies, an
Incresgen fores on skills
and Bow we work, and
chriet pathe thar are phural
sn-Bnes, and constantly Slfting, The
nfluence of artifcad nelligence {AT)
bl'm'l-IiE IsTressingly ungquessombie.
The Gxfabal AF Jabr Martomeer 2003,
redziced Ty Pl rroamls that indhsries
that are more exposed 10 Al T thres
lirras hl‘hlnlu:m In revenue per
BT, scrulerated ceerall
Zrmats

Thae WWorkd Bcoramic Porum [WEF)
andersenres this trend; By 3000, the
fastes: o will Tt "big dara
specialises”, “Hniech enginesrs”, and
“ Al mnd machine leamdng specialiss™
Sl st tie wr ivirhiing al il
ik i1 Jibes AL e ivhaig £t 10
AL e kil want oy are
.-n-:llh-i.sh.'unng
ermphasls on Al and sechoclogy Hier-
acy, and cyber sidlls.

Tl:n:ﬁ:clummml:l:d:n:hp'al
wark 1i clear, and riphthy w2, given

Reimagining education
is key to future of work

thiedr lh:n'u;d:tﬂn;m—mul.um
whelming but gra pasithy —an
produstiriny l.ru:lﬁnm leaele
Across Toled and e naran: of joke
WiRHIn i organisarion.

In such an age of mackio: inslE-
Ernce ivd automacad assistanix, itk
=25Y be rverioo ke degres [pmd gl
ity of human enllboration:
wrtth wednobogy dhal ciabes
the “pempuis” ol we find
Impregiies and usedo, AL i
1! Emply auramting mo-
tine tasks and becoming a
dhelovals personad assisant, i

Leriza wik curweives Can Al dream 7
T whad ewcne can i pactyre 5 fuiune
meniey $a7 i while It gets wained on
cenaln hisioricad and curemi daig?
fch oritical gevstions mus be askal
because the meamns wiy we wier g
joies: amel enpage I8 work pe bevond
csing oll routine ks, odicing

modely, ar summarising
PERITS. Wi e i b ahie o
BBl swnemiial mesdl, Sl
sur ends, achdews wabdiy,
g BTy, o
passong, soclaise. arm

{ Ashish 2o the wirld we |he in,
is also asqdifing our dis- caiiiFibesde S0 por Envison-
teetly human sb@iies 1o Ohawan pom infuerse lves, and
think Ideate, snd wobve protr  ————  much mon: And, these are
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INNOVATION WITH CAUTION

In framing new clinical trial rules, government must focus on
developing a research ecosystem, while ensuring safety

N THE PAST seven years, the government has taken several measures to stream-
line the drug approval process. The New Drugs and Clinical Trials (NDCT) Rules,
notified in 2019, reduced timelines for rati fying therapies and clarified safety-re-
lated procedures. Last year, the Drugs Controller allowed novel products to enter
the Indian market without local clinical trials if they had been approved in the US, UK,
Australia, Japan, Canada, and the EU. The Union M mistry of Health and Family Welfare has
now proposed amendments to the NDCT rules, including waiving the local clinical tnal
requirement for more formulations. Nimble regulation could fast-track research in cut-
ting-edge medicine and enable doctors in the country to deploy novel therapies for TB,
cancer, autoimmune disorders, and Alzheimer's. However inits quest to spur innovation,
the government would do well to be scrupulous about another fundamental requisite of
the medical sciences — the safety of clinical trial participants and the welfare of patients.
A hub of out-of-patent therapies and affordable vaccines, India has been lagging in the de-
velopment of new medicine molecules. Drug discovery is a long, expensive, and often com-
plicated procedure. In the last 15 years, the Council for Scientific and Industral Research has
tried to bring together academia and business bodies to circumvent this challenge. However.
regulatory processes continue to be the Achilles’ heel of pharma innovation in the country.
Despite the recent attemnpts at simplifying research requirements, the country continues to
follow complex documentation, clinical trial, and inspection processes. As a Deloitte and
Assocham report pointed out last year: "Several policy challenges continue to hinder the
growth of India’s pharmaceutical R&D sector, such as inadequate capacity for drug regulanon,
the need for advanced testing facilities, and the ladk of a strong framework for monitoring qual-
ity compliance in manufacturing units.” Developing synergies between laboratones in the
country and outside its shores could help address some of these problems
At the same time, medical policymakers should heed the caveats of abbreviating tri-
als. Some of the new formulations that manipulate genetic matenal or modify immune
cells carry long-term risks that are not yet fully understood. Even drugs that promise Sigl—
nificant therapeutic advancements need careful scrutiny when used in a genetically di-
verse population. That's why a section of experts caution that skipping local trials could
compromise safety. Other scientists reason that regulatory authorities should strengthen
the monitoring of drugs exempt from local trials — like in the US and EL, for example.
The government has invited public comments on the amendments to the NDCT rules. It
must patiently parse criticisms and observations, and not act in haste. J=lw
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Teacher in a
changing world

New learning tools, digital classrooms, Al have
only increased theirimportance inshaping
thinkers, leaders, innovators

DHARMENDRA PRADHAN

EATHYEAR, A5 the naooneolserses Teackhers
Iy o Sephemibeer 5 — the birh annivirsey
af Ite grear philosopher and Ssrmer

Sarvepalli Racakrirn
— e e permEnded af his weards: “Teachrs
shevali] be the best minds in twe counimy”
Thert thought mesonaies even ey W Ta-
[ ephucation b che bedrock of a nation's
o, and Ssachess dedication and con-
tributions being thits whidoe do life. Teaches
liree abwaays held a place of hegh eeem in
Ik ian socipty: From the amcene gunskuks i
idern claszrooms, they bave been men-
%, ey and mol compasses. o oul-
Fure deaches s, “Adiar dews Shawe (The
bedches i akin b God]” In e hands of 2
feacher lies the posver to it cun X
ehape dharacier and inszl '.m.ln-:tw

Recently, while addresing the sation
From She rarmpearts o the Bed Fort the Prime
Mlirester g & clarion call for svacteshi and
ofmmirdhario o budd a sommuddabo Bharar
by 2013, bmdia's Jourmuey S s sl -re-
Fanceand tisamambitousra-
tinnad endeavaur, with e Matkonal
[Edhucaton Folicy MEP], 20t i core. The
MEF designates teachers & “rarsformen:”
witi vl shape fuiune genestons ino Fe-
sporsiode, silled s wel-roundid dligens.
Thie Prieea Miremer s cossitimlbrempha-
s dpachiers' crudal ik o this regand. He
sl “Pavents ghve Birth the puns gveslife
These fife-giwers are tae sook of the magnil-
icent buliding. The schoal betlding wiich
1 e o Cam OSETUCT i (ke the

[uichy, el ihe acieerd ade Lha Soil
Wich the NE* i place, leachers.are shit-
Ing away fom che craditional, rofe-hased
Envli- hovwares. & e S Tudens—Ceniris, inno-
i devebogament of sucemts by Tte.
nt o stodents: by Roos-
g Hhdir docwd dnotanal pligsicaland
cognithe well-being. Teachers ace nowalso
expected bo sl values, asenee ol pride in
:J'.Id:;:ﬂh'n-l-u wnla hli'u-:fmﬂulhlln-.
& creatiny, curinsity
and crickcal tMnEIng. Thes are ar the
forefront of promating induskity and age
wi alajiegg i raliggies o st the
diwieriat nereds of all spadents, el
thinse veith special needs and these from

marginaksed cominusiiies,

Todag we ame wiinessing a mangoma-
ottty hracwe leamu mach, amnd de-
velop (e SkllE of pvensene evelvid. The
gukding principles of the NEP a=d the
Matkonal Curricu ks Frasessad S Schend
Eduation {MCF-SEL 2023 plxe preatem-
phassondevelpdngsach dudenl s usique
vapabiblies Thisinc udes Sesible
fearning. multidiscplinary education
sruiledingsuii e, S el echnclegy, acal
g for d RS

Il has Beem fnie geard dece ihe
implementation of the MEF and sevral
miliatiees hove been underiaken ioem-
ot Diaiiacs asl fefinrm Leacher educa-
man Dur governovests Integeated Teachar

Education Peogramme [TTEFL which em-
braces amulbdiesplinary appeoath, i -
sgned o create & new generabion of pas-
shonane arad mlgﬂﬂﬁ
fior thee kel epges of ara pidly eva b ad-
uratinmal landscape,

Tha: WEF piaces a sigrdficant emphasis
o Teacher capasity buililieg o empower
reachersand impreve student leaming o
comes. Az Rabindraneth Tagore @aid. “A
teacher G never troby ieach unliss b s il
leamirg Rimse & lampcan never Bghl o
pfraer R umdesy b ooniinoes b Burs ity
e flame " Our preermment has drenchesd
programmes ke MISHTHA and the
Malaviy Whsson Teacher Traming
Programmme. The overarching goal is to pro-
wide conlinuous leaming oporfunibies m
vy pedaporias ke svpenennal_ anis-nie-
gratel g sporis-mbegrated leaming, as
watl] s dhigital literacy and rompetency-
Basird aducation. Further, tse "THE TS al
Emealesre” [niative it a stratepc effort to
raeresionTn all Sanctional Districtinstitotes of
Ediication and Traning mto mode cenires
Ior teacher edication, Ay creating dynamic
huihs e prodestsional developenent, re-
Smaanrts, and st ion, this ivitiatie ey
thatieachess are wil Fedpripped fo meet the
evaiving derruradd ol thesducion system

Thd= e P s v vilne el ann-
precedented shilt twards digikd amed
e oot beamud g, Wi ke i s Iramaition poe-
sened chedlenges it sk demonsrated the
sealiarecs andd adaptabibty of cur seachers.
Ty, reachers ame adapting rapidiy o a
chareging wirkd — ihigital clusroames, artifi-
clal Inieiligence, shiftng curoslas and di
v baarning oeeds, Flatioms hie P
#d i, DTCEHA and DAY are equip
ping o teachens withiools, traming, and
highrgualty contert, Bus creatng & urified
digital lmaming acomystem. Morsoer, Al

toalks, personaliced assecunents,
and dat-riven insdghts an: being desel-
e 10 SUGERT heachars In enbancing
Jeamuireg prabames, Ve beliee technoloey
will neverreplace the rmadher, oniyenhance
{hesr capacicy bo neach. engape. and I,

Based on mecend dhi, Iedia s coimabed
o hepym the Largest beaching wesr ke an the
weopli] — ancumd 136 coore acnad 3l kevels
fream schools te BEgher educa oo st n-
Hions Thidis & cradal asret farachievisg the
poaleda deweloped [ndia A lape. goalifes
tesching lonce can il deselgpmint by
rargiwrmi g Bemar cagiral, driving soo-
normic grewth, and fostering & mons equ-
E1E T el

My dear beachard Youarm the archiveots
of Armeaniiihar Bharat — the didving Srrce
thar shapes the scieniisrs, Eessuancis
tdnkmrs wad i ol ey By fosier-
irgdvadiure of reseanch, aicil thicking amd
prolikm-SEhInE WU smpeser ihalents
v [0 e pof-seedke e i -
live job-creatars. Muareover, by insiling
strang e thics and resilene, you prepare
thesm 5o seree not just hemeckes, buf dss
thetmader nasdi ol soaety and ity
makmgeverydisacona bundational lal-
ctatory ol Armanirbhar Blurat, May vau
CORGUY [ e CURS Y, Baer courage
o inepee shiskests 6o budd & sell-oebast,

strong and enlighiined naton.
Hippw Teadhers Doyl

Tz wites b Ui Minister of Educonon
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Is Savitribai Phule, India's first female teacher, who defied h

SAVITRI
THAKUR

w\l( oL
Teachier's Day is a sacred accasion to hoqour
thase who shape the destiny of our nation
through knowledge. dn this day, i1 only Ating
that we recall the extracrdingry contribustions
of Savitribai Phale [1931-1897), the N femaie
teacher of India and a revalistionary reformer
who chaflenged age-old prejudices to I3y che
toundation far women's education in
OuF CInaTy,

Ara rime when the edecation shwamen was
fravwned upon and oltén vialenty opposed,
Savitribal Phule, slongside her husband
Mahatma fyotiba Phule, opaned schools far girls
i Pune In 184&. She not only caught bar alsa
desigried curricula and wrabe pogtry t inspire
womaen [0 ek nowledge. Her lile was & s
lament tocourage — walking daily to school
witn a spane sar becsuse crchodoor men B ed
mud and sones at her, Yoo she perdised,
because shie knew that the hstune uaplendla lay
in the educathon of s deughrers,

The Legacy of Reformers and the Call
of Equality

aavirribad Phule was not alone In her strugse.
India's joumney of social reform has besn
guided by vislonaries like Raja Ram Mohan Roy,
Wikt campaigned againg: sat, child marringe,
and for women's educaticn; lshwar Chandra
¥idyazagar, who champloned widew remas-
riage and girls" educarcion: and fater leaders e
Mahaima Gandhi, who emphasised that “the
edicalion af wamen is the mast peresertul agens
of sacial change."

Esch of these refarmers balleved maiwithout
BITIRWarin g Wi e thig ediscaticnm, india
could nat achieve true am

This legacy contintes e shape modern
India's aspirations. Prime Minisser Marendra
Modi hias péten emphasized thar “Tndie's deval-
apriveal journsy will be led by women-ed devel-
apmient.” The vision of ¥iksis Bharaniizos? B
anchored in the empowerment of
wadnEn B equal partness in nallun-huddm,g.
wyith edwscation serving as the foundatean af thas
EMpBIErmEnL

Women and Education: The Progress
5o Far
The progress snee Independence has been
remarkabie, Female liveracy, which was barely
R.B6 per cent in 1951, has [oday nsen fo 6546
per cenr | Census 200i) and continues Lo imgrove,
waith receril Surveys indicating higher enrolment
of girls in schoals,

acconding ra the Unified Distdcl Inlosmarion
Syspern For Educanian (LDISE+] 20F1-22, the a0

The Pioneer
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The legacy of Savitribai Phule

Teacher's Day is not just a tribute to educators but also to refarmers who saw education as liberation. Foremaost among them

ostility to champion girls' education

ACCORDING T
UNESCO, EVERY
ADDITIONAL
YEAR OF
SCHOOLING FOR
A GIRL
INCREASES HER
FUTURE
EARNMNINGS BY
10-20 PER CENT

| Tha vt & Winlews o Slan
Far Wamen g Caild

Ca=doprenl Goearmeni

| of Ingla

. EE T e R

., TRIETR T

n Tha Figdeci

Enrolsment Racie [GER] of girls at the elemen-
tary level is rowe higher than that of bows,
Scnemas al he Modi Covernment, such as Peg
Aachag Bed Fadhac, laumched in 2015, hawe
ehified social aricudes, iImproved the child sex
ratic, snd lecreased enmelment of girks acevery
level af schacling Initlachves Fike Sosham
Abhiyan, Mission Shakil and SAMARTHYA
priveide 3 hofistic fmnwsyork — ensuring thar
education is supported by nueritian, safery, and
QPRI

Az par LUDISE+ 700425 dara, foe he firss ome,
femsale ceachers now COTSEDILE 54,3 per nant
afthe tatal schocleeachers In India, a nodable
risa fram 46.9 per cenk in Ima-15 et challenges
refmsain. Dropauk rEies airwang gis rend o fise
at the secondany level, driven iy ey marrisge,
salely concerns, and economic pressures
The Gesnmment 2 cemmicted acldrassing
these through tcholarships, residentiol facil-
itiex, mersbrgal hyglens inflathes, and dlgilal
:IE‘i-I'I'l_H'lg DRPOFTUNIties bo ersure that eveny gir
continues her education unfnpermupred,

Teachers as Nation-Builders

The rale of wamen eachers = parTicuiany sig-
nafcant, They camy farward Secribai Phodes
Lorich vy ot imparing Erutalen
becoming role models for mitlions of
WaUMR ;Irls.

Studees show that in rural areas, the pres:
ence alwamen machers Increases the pnoal
MR and reraEnban af gids Inscheals. Thedr
conimibution 15 critical @ breaking cycies of
Py B o emponienings lamiles oo pipae for
a be=rer Fucure,

0n Teacher's Dy, we celebraig not jusy g
praleszion but also the larger wisian ¢ fepre-
sefils — knowdedge as Hheratson, edy catap
At empavermend, and #3chang a8 nagion.

huildinging.

Towsards Viksit Bharat

A% India marchas tovwiands the vision of becom-
g a developed nabion by 2047, educaton
remaing the key driver of growsh. Wamen's
echication, In pamicular, mulbplies e impeee
Educared wornen ensure bater healtheare,
lorwser indfant mormalicy, higher famiy Incomes,
And STranger commiinites,

Aocorohing fo UMNESCD, every additianal yoar
af schaaling for 2 girl Increases har hr:uEE e?n--
ings by 10-20 per cent Therednre, the Minisery
alWamen and Child Developmen: coninues
(i align is schemes with spG £ [ealing
Eduration] arnd S0G § |Cender Bqualiy], ensir-
irg har no girt & left behind, By integracing edi-
cation with nuirition, safety, and sl deysl
CpmiEnt, Wi are bullding an ecosvatem whare
wamen <an thrive as srudents, regehers
enlreprenewrs, and leaders,

A Collective Resolve

li'luﬂei;ﬂﬁ' Mf-irﬂhl:ﬁﬂl Fhule reminds os thas
{ FOgIess 12 bom af courage. Fram he
medest dasstoom in Pune 1o :hfm::rnl-urr.;
of modern :ndlg where crares af EHIES beam
pvRry day, e journey rofiects 3 prafand
transformation In secleny's aufoak roward
wemen and learning, But che mission i el
comiplete, A we Celebrams Teathar's Cray, lel
g:ur:denium Gursehees b her vision and the

of cur Prime Ministsr — rhal WO '

EMPOWETTIRE IS RaC & Mater of weif
afl naciodal 2 bbbl

U115 ELCAERS, Svery wamman i et sl
and evary ieacher is honowred, we can buikd
the India of OUF dreams Savitribal Bhule's
legacy is not just history — it b5 a living Buide
far cur present and a Bogcon far cur funare
In tlse light of by COUrags we see fhe palhh::
Vikeshe Bharar, a developed Indiz Jag ey by
voAx

its ddughers and sons. ] /
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D Sarvepalli Raghakrishnan's philosuphy placed teachers at the centre of natios-bullding. MEP 2020 brings his vision alive, smpowaring aducatars wis
astOnoey, Mesnurces, and racognition to nurture craativy, isclusion, and hollstic ieaming — transforming classmoms isto the foundations of Indla’s future

SUKANTA
MAJUMDAR

ERET Wi OB B 2yl I Fascl i Evin brsar's
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die findly Sebig ITErdMnn] Wi aisoiin
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Reviving the Philosopher-President’s Educational Blueprint
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eptember 5 is commemarated as

Teachers' Day S Radhaboishnan

wasn't jost ateacher philosophar
and educationist. Hewns o morakist wha
belipmd that troe educatban asd proper
knpwledge creats morally upright
hriEnsns, Like Scerates, Radhakrishnan
helieved that education |8 the kndling
af afama, not thefillingof a
yossal Biwoatios s not just abot
megualiring knowledge and fxots bat
raihier ignitinga passion for Inguiry
and critical thinking. [t emphasises (e
impestance nf curiosity, opsa-enindad:
fieas, and theexpiorstion of ideas,

Ed"t.almmanntamfl'mmﬂ:_f

filling avessel, it anacthoe jouirney
diasonery whmﬂmmﬂfmmﬂ
ks sparked snd mustisesd. Troneducaticn
shanbd inspire indbviduals o think,
guestinn sockatal norms, and seek
wisdom. The parpezeof lEarning goes

TIMES OF INDIA (P-24), 05 SEPTEMBER 2025

; Educatmn Is Not A Process Of Fillin Filling A Vessel

beyend e scriimilabie i sisoisipes
sfudapts to becomme Lfelng |RArnars
and thinkers. Radhakrichonan belfeved
that s viriws snd roralbty coald ondy
e achiewed through theattalniment of
knombedpn ard anedacatamding. Ha
argved thas igporance was the roob causs
of all wrongdoing and misdreds, as

1t pravenitad individisals from
e Haeernt.  ~ 0
good and jus. I
that by pursaing knowledge ,;E"j. ]
and questioning ooe's AT
beliefi, individaals coedd
na]-m.'nhe'lhumzhﬁ

beliaved that dgrworanca s the roat and
sterm of allovil Pecple do oot indentic-
nally pomumiieviiacis but dosoouiof o
lachk of knowledge and understanding.
[t isondy through trne knewkdgs and
mwvarensss thad indbviduals can discern
right froen weong and act wirtapushe
Ignocance pravanis ndlvidaals

o from rerognising the monssgrenres
pta, 0 Thelr sctiome and prrpaiaaties
apairy  ooyckeof wronpdokng.

et Hadhakrishnan said, " God

| " Liswess, Feslis pred saiors in
avery oneafl us, and incourse
o e, Hiss1nribbes,

tomarda s hlgher stateod 'IHEEII'E.M'.'H*«IG TREE knowledge, beauty and kove

conscinuzsness ard Ly R
mers viriaomes e

Eadhakrishnan's lescnings serveas
a timeleea reen inder tharl i sdores &1
un-ﬂmmﬂmi:a::h the wldlnuﬁsh;h
distingulahing right from wroag, &
fhaat ignorance b the hreading groand
fior nil focrss of @yl and injustios. He

= wrildharewaalad In exchal ue"
Howas a practical thinkeer and

pdcatbomist whowas of theview that
books ars{he means by which we butld
tridpes betamen cuthares. Hadhakrishnm
sadd, "Bly ambition BB not only do
cfmonichs it ta infarprat and reveal the
mewament of the mind snd unfold the

peafacsar

spurces af India in he profound plane
of hausen natare ™

Feading and impdemmetting glodd b
e gaide {amd alsa apal) ohdectiveol =
soeker Eduction and knowledge thad get
worla & et | nband Al eo o vour
sensibdlities making you a nmsmist
TRES ba the arpenss of modsrn
eduradion. Howasmn'ten armchatr philo-
sophar; Radhakrishnan was a pragmatis
péilosopher who combined echication
with philcsaphy and moral valises and
assetted thed intelligenoe phas charscnes
miust berthe goal of frueeducation. Ho
Sabd, “Thi main fimsction of & umiversity
isnot o grant degress and diplomas, st
tn davslop the umiversity spiritsmd
advanee learning. The former is Impos-
siblewithout corparade Heig, the latisr
ﬂhquEMummmmdm

Hismezal approsch to educatbon
el A Blm A universally venerahle
beackier winn dalileed baing called o

T
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The Chancellor

Universities need to be headed by
distinguished academicians

T e recent submission by Kerala Governor

Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar to the Su-
Preme Court of India, contending that
the Chief Minister of Kerala has no role in the ap-
polntment of the Vice-Chancellors (V-C) of AP).
Abdul Kalam Technological University and Digi-
tal University Kerala, is another instance of how
reent Governors are the political and idelogical
adversaries of an elected State EOVETTIMEnt — 33
seen in Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and, to some exilent,
West Bengal. Mr. Arlekar had appealed against an
dttempt by the Court to break the long-st
impasse over V-C appointments to these universi,
tes by guiding the creation of search-cum-selec-
fon committees and laying down rules, The Gao-
vernor submitted that the 2008 UGC rules for
search-cum-selection committees mandare per-
sons of eminence in higher education amd st
mot be connected in any manner with the unver-
sity or its colleges. Thus, according o his submis-
sion, the Chief Minister, as someone intmately
connected (o all such institutions in the State,
had no role. The drafi 2005 UGe Regulations take
this further by divesting State Boverninents of a
role in appointing V-Cs and bringing it under the
Chancellor’s purview. While the Court will rule
on the merit of Mr. Arlekar's Position, it is worth
notng that Governors in States ruled by the BJP
or its dllies do not seem to have such problems
with the governments they nominally head.
Governors were originally instruments of colo-
_nial power and were retzinad by independent 1n.
dia. From the very beginning, however, they have
often acted as political agents of the ruling party ar
the Centre. Over time, central and Stare legislation
defined and restricted the discretionary powers of
Governors which were vested in them by the Con-
stitution. After Independence, State EOVETTITERLS
retained the colonial-grg Practice of having Gover-
gjrs as heads of universities — 1 continue the sag-
meention of Ensuring independent higher ady-
cation a well as to have 3 “Fther Eigmﬂr a wise
elder. The Acts passed by State legislatures, such as
thase for AP.J. Abdul Kalam Universiry, specifical-
ly define wh the Chancelior will be. The Governor

regarding the signing of Bills ino Law, State govern-
Mments are acting decisively BEaing ]'JE\-“I!ng Cover-
nors as Chancallors af Sigie universities — one of

the few other domains where Governors' have 3
strong say. Punjab and West Bengal, for instance,
have passed a law making the Chief Minister the
Chancellor. University heads need to be hands-on,
distinguished academicians with a broader profile
and vision, and strong managerial skills, rather
than political appointees, State or Unjon. \.JL.*
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" START WITH THE SCHOOL

To remedy gender imbalance 1n [ITs, encourage girls who tinker,
question and solve at every step of their academic journey

N 2018, WHEN the Indian Institutes of Technology (I[Ts) introduced a supernurmer-
ary quota for wormen in undergraduate engineering courses — allocating extra
seats instead of carving them out from existing numbers — it was a necessary
course correction to remedy decades of gender imbalance, especially across some
of the older centres. The policy worked as intended, pushing up female enrolment be-
tween 19 and 21 per cent across campuses. But, according to Joint Implementation
Committee data shared by the JEE Advanced examination organising institutes, despite
the absolute numbers of women admitted having gone up due to the quota — from 16,053
seats in 2020 to 18,168 in 2025 — the proportion of women students has flattened at
around 20 per cent of total admissions. Simply put, the policy has succeeded in halting
the decline, but it has not moved the needle far enough towards greater inclusivity.
Behind these statistics lies a more complicated truth: Access does not automatically
translate into belonging. The IITs, to their credit, recognise this. To stop the proverbial
glass ceiling from capping ambitions, campuses have been moving towards structural
and cultural change — better hostels, safe and equitable recreational spaces, improved
washroom facilities, access to Al-driven mental health tools, peer-support groups, stress-
management workshops, and even institutional innovations such as IIT Kharagpur's cre-
ation of the post of a dean of well-being, focused especially on student care, and to tackle
obstacles female students face in environments long shaped by a male-majority ethos.
Yet, this is merely the groundwork. The next step must be about changing the culture
that shapes female students even before they arrive at IITs. That means reforming school
pedagogy to challenge gendered assumptions about aptitude; hosting workshops that
address unconsaous bias; creating curricula that foreground the achuevements of women
scientists, and encouraging girls who tinker, question and solve at every step of their aca-
demic journey. Government initiatives such as the Vigyan Jyoti programme and the CBSE's
UDAAN scheme, which provide finandial assistance, mentoring and exposure ta ITTs, TISERS,
and CSIR labs for girls in Classes [X-XII, are important correctives, but their impact is still
unevenly felt. Despite the parity achieved in certain STEM felds such as medidne, where
female students have begun to outhumber men, barriers to aspiration continue to surface
persistently, funnelling women away from technical fields. And yet. many of India's most
ambitious scientificenterprises, including ISRO's Mars Orbiter Mission and Chandrayaan-
2, are now helmed by women, offering proof that the glass ceiling is not immutable. And
that change is possible once women learn to see themselves as part of this continuum,
when they can walk into institutions like the IITs knowing they belong, not as outliers
rewriting the rules, but as rightful heirs to a legacy that includes themu nselfmnsﬂgm]y.
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Sumana Koy

We the teachers

That we repair oursehves makes us all teachers — we are our most difficult students

THE FERN THAT fincks it B Erodi Brunsan fin-
gers feeding ink into 0 body i different
froan the pen whide incestines ane con-
sumied, msed and discarded, That relation-
ship, of keeping and throwing. can beseen
iy thesir foemns, in the difference beteeen the
by - and slkin — of the fountain pen and
a hiroy O likes fiar a button g matchy the
resst o e shirt when it g2is lost That ef-
fart, adong with the enterprise of sewing,
makes the shirt a ligthe rmone valoed thanit
meight hawe been before, And mo with reli-
s hips hetwesen hismans, Repair, with ks
rituals of attention, fenews affection —the
oid begomes temparaily neve Bepainng re-
quires skills — afl the hands, bul, maore im-
partanshy, of the mwidnd, for it Lo renam over
and over again o the same place of tear, -
Jary and incomphetion; it is also a gesture
porsartds arerewal of comirdfrnent., bo-Carry
along with what has besn given instead of
raizing 2 ticket for a new! purchase, Repair,
thien, isa rﬁmnf:IPdﬂ!ir: i
That amy formaf artizapra
is 50 self-swident that pefther teacher nor
stschent need 10 zay i 1o sach other, Fiwe 1
repair, and ir's possible for this repalnng &

hagpen wichour the otwous corolary — our
art is anly 2 symecdoche of our condirion.

that'we too are in reed of pentle regalr. How
ehis rif [or rafie), this mending of cloth
through stitchies, that happens in cur art
rasoes s Ehe artists we are, i= oily anexien-
sdoom off how wad e ConSTanty repa inmg our=
sehves, That creationisacrually repair does-
't ecour o us becawse ol our conditining in
staries of prigin and anthems sbout arig-
nalfty, The “and™ in the Bible i mach more
thana tonjurction for insfance = it neminds
us hat all creative practice beging with
“arel”, in the meckdle, from the mididie, bu.
e Irpartan iy, it & & reminder that ore-
akion |s restoratian, an i ictable bal-
ange of scrapivg and adding, sawing anid
jolming, loss and gain; The “and™ & the man-
iiestation of an urgs bo sty onGECEd o
wihat was, gnd to conginee, This ferm of re-
pair is like the selfand the wintid that, l.:l'hHE
remaining in fux, condinues bo retain &n
exsence of isidenifiahiline,

Bt's with brokenness that one 0HmEes [
poeery, Think of the vocabubuy, the wiclence
in "matting’” lines, line “Bneaks™ ar “ren on
fines*, inwhich is the phorstic intuition of

LR s

b “pun o™, But enjambment isneither
SUFPRTY NOT FECUperation = it iva gandener's
trick to alovw the plant v grow mece flu-
efilly. “Repain™ comes fom an etymalogical
hisrary af preparation, a line of Bing that
ronnects the empirical with the spirinoal,
e functional wath e sesrhetic,

[ hiass Bseguin £0 60 fome that much
of the idea of the Creative YWinting work-
shiop nomes from the idea of fepairn We
mazst i e witing. Thiewaorkshop begins
1o feel ik & garage — a space that provides
thie equavalent of a spare Eyre, & prnting
Job and so omn. I'd have given up on the
amalogy had it really not Been as e —the
WTtiE must approdmate s model, some-
thimg as ready-miade a5 an automodile.
Wirvr been bullied bo belisve ina preset
idea of an =fHcent model — wharvwe write
mmust fit inbothat mewld. lmespective of the
approach ane fakes — o demonsirate
o5 upsease wih the writer's style orsog-
gesting ways in wiich the wiritin g could
be made more efficient — the idea of lan-
puage needing repalr is made obyiouas, it
iz a burtful model of critique and peda-
pogy. This becomes even more compli-

caded vwien we come foan [esdissn Creathse
Witing vtk sbop where them ane d|fer-
ent degrees of language fluency.

Baxt craft is not a skill alone. 1031 weere, it
wauld have remalhed hed 16 tsokme, the
ree | wiodd For L0 a corepd that em-
phasises expertize, The more we ane able
o meove away from this idea of cradt, the
easier ir would be eo liberae it from his
capdralisr maded of training in crearive
jpractice that fands workshaops and univer-
ity progranuenes. Repair — a5 concept and
practice — is [ar mode equitalie ind dem-
SCTaE tham Che bullish investrment o orat,
whose industralisarion and conssguent
marketing has tamed writers into the e
ness of foctune cookies, with somathing
stores] inside them a8 meady-made ré-
SO0, no mamer who biites inin it

If repair. like prayer. is available 1o
BETYOnE, CTeativiby s, boo. Thal wecan re-
pair pursshves makes us all 1eachers —we
e oar closest bt mastdificulr soadencs.

Rizy, & paar and witer, i ascociate
prefasson o dekaka Uiniversiny.
ﬁ{“ Wimacs are pérsonal
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India forridared (T3 labest Mationsl Education
Policy, NEP-2020, Sfter a long gap, a5 the aadier
Hanoral Poficy on Education was onmustated ondy

i PrTz. Theene wias a major attemgt oo formulsnse

a new curricalum framewock for schoo! educa-

lian, 5 years. It was releasod on Movember 14,

2000, the birthday of Pandie Mehn, by the then
Hinister of HAD, Dy Murll Manohar [ashi.

Baxzed wupen it, the schoal beathooks, some of

wihich were meaore than thres gecades ald, wers
rewritten and revised. Focus must now be o
whenswe stand at th junchure in educstion and
how far we are preparing ourssives fr the
future in the national and phobal context
Unprecedented charges are faking place both in
e convient and process ol education meywhere,
ssmuitanecusly, there b anever-increasing ghabal
realisation of the interdepancence af nations,
commmumities, and peopie 3 around. 1t now ek
fics e b Fesyirmue it Jeackership i the process
of the reshaping of the warkd, which was tsking
shape anyway® 1L needs o creare a vibrant
kmawledge seciaty, a highly acoulturated people,
and excellence in spiritsality, Chvicwsly, thas
ke achigved anly by serioasly envisioning and
implementing a dynamic and visianany indian
aducation syitem.

Mew chalienpes were emerging befars (he edu
cation sysbems gabaly, and every nation has to
decipher s ovwn challengea. India amem pred the
samse through the reformulation afice edsacion
palicy, the MEP-2020 “This Natonal Edwcation
Falicy ervisions an edeation system moobed in
Iredian echos thar conributes directhy to transfoem-
ing India, thatis Bharar, sustalnably indo anequi
tabde and vilrant knowledge society, by prowid-
ing high-quality education oo all The vision af
palicy is ro instl arnong e lesmers a dee procged
pride in being Indian, natandyin toeght, but ake
in spiri, incellecy, and deeds, as well a1 o
deveiop krowl edge, skills, valies and dispositions
that suppart responsible commitment b human
rights, sustainablie development” This 5 a very
comprehensies statement thatwould moouine not
anly tremendous effocts in implemernitation bat
alen modesm comprehensian of the ndian tradi
tiee of kol edige quist, whach In b ancirs days
orrnanidod iobal respeot and aduiatlon, tshall
It b0 Dol fuppfiem craed kry The ghofal philosaph.
ical and epilemalogical coonprehension, The
Centre for Condemporarny Shadies, PMML Teen
Sfaarti Bhavan, Mew Delhd, has been re-onerglsedd
under Mripendra Misra, chairman of the aoecu:
thve committes, He inspined & study on how edu-
cation development during the second hall of the
20th century could be reviewsd and recalled for

.
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India’s quest for knowledge

From the early vision of science and Gandhian thought to the contemporary framework of NEP-2020, each milestone
reflects the nation's attempt to prepare its citizens for a changing world while remaining rooted in its cultural ethos

|deds, limagimatian, Innevifion

INDIAN KNOWLEDGE SYSTEM (TKS)

— [ =

Swarml

Vivekananda

Science, Technology i

Science, Technology

The Tinnur

THIS STUDY HAS
BEEN COMPLETED
OVER A PERIOD OF
TWO YEARS, AND 4

MANUSCRIPT OF

553 PAGES
ENTITLED
MILLENNIAL
TRANSITION:
LEADERSHIP,
EDUCATION,
CULTURE, AND
SOCIAL COHESION
HAS BEEN
WRITTEN

e

|
| Thavwieris & Research
Filise it Dol Unfuwesity,
Hewnburiary sy sied
Pinlesdor 15 Rajpid, a
Fadira Sl dwirdes cou-
eabiinial, was cond acied
Lhie prodect ui b rainsen
NIRRT T
Tubaw for bave years

ikl iees
. Ethallaly kmen

' The Plan

s N
Aurchindo IEI

| sre|

the benefit of the mennlals, whio wollkd be
hiohding the redns ol power im practicaily eveny
Couniny n wears o comee. This study has been
camaleted cyer a period of tee years, and 3
manuscript af 553 pages entitled Mitennis
Transition: Leadership, Educition, Cuniture. and
Sarfa Cohesian bas been wrilten. it has beep
prepared a2 an oatcomae afthe study and sub-
anigted o the arganlsation on July &, 5025 The
Markonal Book Tnast aof lndia, MET. h.aiat:em-
ed |t far pubbication

Thiis study finds that India initially began it
past-independence journey of educatlon,
kmowledze, and development under the
shadow of the tmes that were characterised
by 5 TPG: Science, Technology, Production, and
Gandhil, an sironymn cfenused by an autstand-
ing seientist and scademnidan, Frof Dauls Sngh
Kathari, This motbo wis the st vision of
those days and has subssquently been subar:
tubed by STEM: Science, Technology, Engineoring,
and Mathematlcs. It was Feotparated for
implementation in the Matlenal Policy an
Edrication, 1986, which was revised in 193,
Altemavards, there was a bang gap, and the neas
palicy farmatian was completed coby In 20200
Thie biggest challenge that India faced during
1Fve first e fo gis chescackes afier imde penden oe
vias [o [ake ed seation (o eveny chiild.

Focus at this stage is am excelence and skill
acquisition. Today the bipgest challenges ane
sculturation, social cohesion, and religous
afmbty, Tawvnres this, che pesssge passes thmugh
WAT-G. the tdeas, Chougiats, phikascpy, a s prag:
rnatism of Swami Vivekananda, Sri Aurobinda,
Guarudey Tagore, and Mahatms Gandhl, Swamj
Vivekanandza was the mest brilllant inter-
preter of the Indian guest of knawledge and
wisdam in e contenparany contest for inter-
naaklorial nudhnm3|ﬂm|m whourser-
stanel Wesherm eulture and Its inadequacies and

, Guradey

e

— | Cusicsery, Creativity, Commstment

Mlahatmma

Tagore « Gandhi

Engineering, Mathematics

Production, Gandhi

dwelled in grear depth on the ubiversaficy of
che bndian interpreaton of spiriualitg s te
global contest, and the Gumudey, whi devel-
opied a subtle comprehension of the beautyof
the man-nature nerdependence, The tmpm
hersion af the thought, philoscphy, and prag:
matEm ofthe great quanmet affers an efective
understareling of India, 63 knurled pe traditions
and v[mumt..md iks redathong hip to e global
developments. Crossing this sage, ane coud
g0 deeper inte the works of the galasy of s
tronis persors and thelrworks, Gunsdey Tagoe
had highlighted the need o encourage the
divine gift; of the pewer of ideas and the pawer
of Enagination given in abundance to ey
chidiel, The: bwa 1's, B Inapined and nurumed with
errpathy, would lead o the third, innoations
wibiich constinates the [*, To make it casier o
the teachersand leamers, thres Cs — Curisi,
Creativity, and Commitment —are also added
* Thius Thee WAT-G, ometharrwith the 07, com
f:mﬂl'-lmteﬂm perlect combination for thos?
rested in underscandng and also in findia
8 salid base for indian education, rooted in
Ciiure and commitied (o progress
This ientification comes aftar a thorous?
study and analysis of the inddal pos-indepen
derce emphasks on STFG— Scence, Technglos.
Froduction, and Gandhl itwas follawed by 02
STEM —Science, Technology, Engineering
Mathematics, Whatever the chaljepges !
nation like India CNNOE RN ore jts patione o
Intematianal respansiblives T
kncesledges ard skill acquisitign, ag th L i
tradion of knawiedtge quest, whick s notci
firesd by 3 prasticular I'E'ﬂ-fd'l.D:mMme g

ar langusge, has o be shadied |n i broad=
frameswark and, more impartancly, in fight &
the modern traditions of knowieds®

Beneration and creation being developed o
the intemational mag, e
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Mentors illuminate the journey

M ]
WARSI

2'I'HF. FPIODNEER

np OPINION

s v all v, reaching s truly & revasding and ienigue
prodessian, lorg as one of the miost sacned, nobile,
and phaus services to Deth sodety and the narkn
feachess Day b celebrated by students atross the
ooantry with tha purpose af Epressimg mu.r_am-d:
fodsards thefr memtoes for thizkr |walualde contribubon
The date af celebration varies frm COUNATY o Couniry.
Since 7004, UNESCO has observed hers” Dy of
ociober 5. In Indla, howeses, it 15 celetirabed on 5
Sepdefnber, the birm anniversary of OF sarvapalli
racthalksighrsan. Apart rom bedng the first Vice- Préesident
and the second President of India, he 810 served 35
hadrman OF the Universiny Grants Commission n a9,
padhakrishnan was a greal scholar and an excellent

PIONEER (P-8), 06 SEPTEMBER 202

paacher, admired widehy far his contribukian o education.
WWhen bila seudents and friends anoe saught his permis-
slon o celebrame his Dirthday, be modestly suggestad that
Iteaculd Be Far bt if e day wese dedicaimd to the enting
reaching profession iy hionciring the hardwerk amd coiT-
et af teachers &Crass the naben,

The purpase behind celebrating Teachers Day Is o
ackn e the digmity af the prafessban and the can-
trilation of sducatons m numuring yoang minds and
natkan-baiiding. Tre Haticeal Educaton Policy INEF) 2020
alsn advocales restoring high respect for beachen and
s piring the brest mineds b join the profession. This year's
peietration held special significance Far Aligarh Muslim
Uinsversity, 85 Professar Viliha Sharma of e Dapastment
ol Ewuh was seieched for the Mational Education
Award B0F5 in recognition of her oulslanding conitriba-
fhon o the Petd of education. The rle of educaion in
phapimyg sockay s urelenianie Teaching i one af the most
gssentisl aspects ol human Tife, pervading indiniduals,
society, culhare, and g ry dimensian alhuman enisay-
quwr. Teachers, with thelr profous undersiacding of
suhject master and Seap resenaifs ol wisdam, conting-
ally eririch the [ives of their students. it & na coincidencs
thiat UNESCO has recognised ndia as one o thye sl B
guistically diverse ountres in the world, 2 fact reflao-
o im ehe richmess of Ws teaching fraditans.

of lifelong learning

The principat noke of & maches = 10 cranzmik knowled e
frocn one generation 10 anather, ersuring that 41, e,
ared culiral nuances ame efectively presensed
carried Sapward. in india, there has leng been a tradiio
al respecting and banausing teachers, kndawn T e
ally as guris. Inﬂg:gﬁﬁ* af religicus befiel or ingusic
backpround, Teac Dy 15 rabed thraugheat the
country. Fram childbood, we have heard the sorn ol
Ekigvya, which defines exemplany discipleship, This e
iliusirass dodication, B wiork, obediencs, and the §pm
al guyu-dakiing, the ofering radidanslly made by 52
deqnes i gratibod e for leaming. Dronachanya, by asking lof
Eklmaa's chumb, immomalized. his discigle's loyalyln
hainic madltian, too, the teacher balds awery high st
Hazrat All (may Allah be pleased with him) ance sard,
B PRS0 BEaches me even one singhe ward, be has male
eryin his seruank for a lfstime " The rale of a beacher e
far beyand Emparting knowledge ar preparing suden
Jor exmminations. | inddes guiding mem o disinguss
right from wrong, correcting thesr mistakes, and shapl=s
thelr moral character, Teachers ara recognissd for her
contrinution to sodety by Nspirng, eniighsening. ard
prepanmg studen(s o became responsibike clbzens F

| oo ) Warmi, mwicdedy wecl i brveed B ot schvics i1 tha
1] Bl AR gk Wesgiy |

St IFIII",'-:
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F RESH LESSONS

raditionally, students and for-
mer students express their re-
gpect for teachers on Teachars'
Day. Sadly, that respect has become
scarce In many cases nowadays:
teachers, and therefore education it
self, have somehow lost their value.
Teachers have become associated with
tuition rackets and cupidity, with fi-

nancial corruption and clozeness with |

local politiclans, especially in the sub-

urban areas. Political intervention in |

education at different levels has wors-
ened the sitnaton. The School Service
Ciommmiasion recruitment scandal in
West Bengal is an overt symptom of
the 1ot in the system. The term being

like the 1Z2-vearold Bharti Kumari,
who goes to school but teaches under-
privileged children under a mango
tree. Babar Ali of West Bengal started
af the age of 16 and today, at 29, he and
1% others leach 80 underprivileged
children. Teacher heroes emerged dur-
ing the Covid years, like Sunil Fumar,
who organised community classes for
children without the resources to af-
tend online classes, or teachers who
furned steets into blackboards. Some
retired teachers continue teaching at
the lowest possible cost, while a teach-
et like Abdul Malik swims a nine-kilo-
metre river every day to reach his
students. Some teachers creafe shm-

nged — “tainted candidates” — iz | ulating learning enpvironments with
a shameful appella- innovadve new tools,
fon for those aspiring like Arvind Gupts, whio
to  become teachers. Aw}'l back converts l:[as‘:'-:mm foyE,
Teachers’ wvalues are to respect for or like makers of ather
being questioned where  teachers and their  ow-cost teaching aids.
suicides by students are dedication t Sandeep Desal even
exposing their ineffec- AICAUON IO pupwed on the streets
tuality or inaction, or  thewr calling has  to establish his schocl
where political or social ¥ to teach poor chil-
discrimingtion  within to be found dren in Rajasthan and
the student conumu- Maharashtra,

fy 15 not being seriously dealt with.
Are these teachers laying the founda-
fions for a progressive, open-minded
education or building up moral and
ethical standards among students who
will become citizens of a flowrishing
demnocracy?

et this s not the whole story.
Numerous teachers, some nameless,
are struggling in different corners of
the coumiry (o teach children and help
underprivileged students. Some teach
sireel children, some slum children
and those wandering about in stations,
concentrating not just on lessons but
on hygiene and nutrition as well. Their
idealism, dedication angd patience
deserve the preatest respect [or they
make teaching a rudy noble profes.
slon. Some ae students themselves.

Acknowledging the guiet struggle
and the patience of numberless teach-
ers still unkmown may be g way of And-
ing the route back to the respect and
the admiration that teachers should
evoke. There should be more aware-
ness about these individuals, name-
less or named, for they are the oue
role models who hold up the values
of learning and teaching, who create
maral and ethical standards and show
stdents the way towards social and
maral responsibility, There is no doubt
that a way has to be found back to love
and respect teachers, for devaluing
teachers and education is deeply dany.
aging. Sacrifice, dedicaton, patience,
cresttivity and learning all exist: the
challenge s to restore them e Phelr
rightfol ploce iy ovwareness -.;-'v'*
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Saffron guard

Rajendra Arlekar

The Kerala Governor, a former functionary of the BIP, faces criticism for saffronising’ education
and violating constitutional propriety

Sarath Babu George

hen Rajendra
w Vishwanath Ar-
lekar assumed

charge as the Z3rd Gover-
nor of Kerala on January 2,
2025, few were surprised
by what followed. A stead-
fast Rashirlya Swayamse-
vak Sangh (RSS) loyalist
and former Governor of Bi-
har and Himachal Pradesh,
Mr. Arlekar’s appointment
was widely seen as a con-
finuation, if not escalation,
of the ideological and ad-
ministrative friction that
had marked the tenure-of
his predecessor, Arif Mo-
hammed Khan.

A member of the RS5
from a young age and later
associated with the Bhars-
tiya Janata Farty (BJF) since
1989, Mr. Arlekar is a sea-
soned politcal leader from
Goa, He served twice as a
Member of the Goa Legisla-
tive Assembly. He held the
post of Speaker from 2012
o 2005, and was Minister
of Forest and Environment
and Panchayati Raj from

2015 to 2017. He also led
the BJP in the southwest-
arn State for four years.

If Mr. Khan had redrawn
the boundaries of guberna-
torial conduct by repeated-
lv locking homs vmlg the
Left Democratic Froant
(LDF) government, M. Af-
lekar has wasted no dme 10
'gharpenm the same edf-
ps, particularly in the comn-

pentious domain of higher
gducation. ’ N
Kerdla's universines

long  heen battle-

pve e ;
h far political in

rrHIES
il

fluence. The Communist
Party of India (Marxist)
[CPIM)]Hed LDF and the
Congress-led United De-
mocratic Front (UDF) have
traditionally dominated
academic bodies. Howew-
er, the BIP made significant
inroads during Mr. Khan's
tenure by securing entry
into the Senates and Syndi-
cates of major institutions
such as Kerala and Calicut
Universitdes.

Mr. Arlekar picked up
where Mr. Khan left off in
asserting the Governor's
authority over Sgate-Tun
universities, and insisting
that he holds the “final
zay™ in higher education
matters. His asserdon,
backed by Univérsity
Grants Commission (UG
guidelines and some COUTT
verdicts, has chished head-
on with the LDF govern-
ment's stance that State go-
YEIMMmEnts II'.II_'I_E[ retaln
control over publicly fund-
ed educational insting-
fans. The impasse has led
to a nearparalysis in un-
iversity administration. Of
the 14 State universities, 13
remain  without  regular
Vice-Ghancellors, witl

witlons bying v

R

cant since October 2022,
Interim appointments
made by the Governor
have often been met with
non-cooperation from G
(M}-dominated Syndicates.

Judicial intervention
The judiciary has often
stepped in to break such
deadlocks, The Supreme
Court  recently adopted
crucial steps by appointing
former Supreme Coart
judge Sudhanshn Dhulia to
head the search-cum-ge-
lection commirtees for
Vice-Chancellor  appoint-
ments in AP] Abdul Kalam
Technological University
and Digital University
Kerala. _

Tension: between Kaj
Ehavan and the Kerala go-
vernment have not been -
mited to educaton. S
bolism, Lo, has hecome a
flashpoint, A portrait of
'‘Rharat Mata', depicied
holding a saffron flag be-
fore a lion and the map of
"akhand Bharat', has been
prominently  displayed
during official functions at
the Kerala Raj Bhavam,
drawing sharp rebuke
i~ |

ITTM. THE
1T

Mr. Arlekar defended
the image as a symbol of
the nation. But the critics
viewed its use, closely tied
to RSS iconography, &s an
affront to constitutional
propriety, Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijavan wrote for-
mally to the Governor,
warning against the display
of politically or religionshy
charged imagery at State
functions. Mr.  Arlekar’s
ideclogical moorings run
deep. A vocal admirer of
Hindutva ideclogue VD
Savarkar, he 15 perceived as
@ key BIP emissary rashed
with expanding the party's
ideclogical footprint in a
State long considered hos-
tile to it

Both the LDF and UDF
accuse him of seeking to
“saffronise”™ campuses un-
der the presext of reform,

Al {15 core, the ongoing
confrontation is a clash of
twio visions: one rocted in
the federal autonomy of
elected governments, and
the ather in a centralised,
ideologically driven re-
imaginatdon of iInsdrutions.

As the LDF government
nears the end of its term,
the Governor's withhold-
ing of assent to key Bills, in-
cluding those seeldng to re-
form umiversity
governence and allow priv-
ate universitdes, has furth-
er strained the already brit-
de relatonship.

In Mr. Arlekar, Kerala
may have recefved 3 new
GoVErnor  some  months
ago, but the old battles
continue, perhaps  with

ven sharper ideological
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'EDUCATION MUST BUILD

SOCIAL COHESION’

It an inderviesn & ﬂ'ﬁ I’mﬁr&mr 7. ‘i Rarpul, former NCERT Director and Atal Fellow at the Prime Ministers’ Uﬂrmnrhf

'qu.s.fm_ﬂ and Library, we explore NEP-20z20, teacher veforms, and the role of culture in preparing India for 2047
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The Jewish woman who became Jamia’s Aapa Jaan

timessfindla.com

snrnetrie whin died fir frem
home and famlly, Gerda
Phillipsbern’s resting plamg —
e o Eh bk, i the private

mﬂ'ﬂ' Mlhi's Jambs Millin
ekt by — s o ] o

of fabigoe My footprint resesnles
tha babbds of 3 wine of mowment.”

Born In 1386 kn A wealthy Gear-
man-Jimish fnmily opera singes,
educaior and social wediir Gerds
dedicated thi Lzt decade of hertifa
b Jamia ax a teacher L Ira prémacy
suhoal. By thitksns she disd in 1945,
S hid eosioared hersell do thie Ja-
mia dradar, alfetionabely ad:
Areafnd a8 Raga Jaan' 2 belowved
alder sistar

Molking smuch, eave o doyoore
cenkre and & giris’ hosted, fodoy -
mizm it Tarlas endiicing bond
itk Jamis, b fooamdiors ared the Brsi
pEneration of Eachiraam] sudeniz

‘Oine Of Jamia's First Womes™
“Gerds was one of Jamia's firse
Wi, Who bmmess|y contribut-
it to bullding its base - Hs primary
sgetion, whire she introducsd in-
nowative methedolagy in pedapogy
ska had Jsarnt ot a kindergasion in
Barlin,” szys former Flnadng Com-
minkinn shdmbar Syeda Hamaed,
gapied at har family hisma in Jamia
Iagar, [elhi. _
Boih Framesd and former Srwign
minlater Sniman Khurehid are
linked 1o Ganla (hroagh family &
sooiatings. Khurshid's magernal
gramdfather Zakiv Husain, Abid
Husaim, hasbapd of Hamesd's -
iher's younger sister Saliha, ond
sdshammad Mujesh, hisiorian [rfas
Hakil's uncle, wers ghudimis Lo Ber-
lin and were Philipsborm's Mes
ek i the sudheanginenl.
The threo st med her sroiind

Uﬂ'd-l.lﬂ.lpsh?rhl:i‘w |.rd er rnu rsl.htmnm .l.-rhmm.u

1826 at & party hossad by Sarmjln
Nafdu's yoangr sister Suhasind
Chittopsdhyay, and her poditleal
actvisi boshand ACH Measibiar The
Eriands e Carman pecisty mastly
throuph Ceerda’s epes,

Detda’s Miwi Jasoh, an mesimb-
|abad wealthy Jew cloth merchont,
hod o paving gues? ssamed Tas Slix-
i, whe fall i Jove with her At thit
itma, Slizard. a @hed phyaloss, was
wenrkEng closedy wilh ARsic) Ein-
sein. Genda spurned his marriegn
offar, but she had Ject hee haart 10
e stories of strugels that the thres
Iesdtian friends narrabed over Mool
and coffes af Barlin': apderies and
cafag, The friendship, eipecially
with Zakir Hugain (whowent on o
Basrme Jania's VO and Presides
of India) resaled in d strong bond,
beinging hie 1=io che Jamix Blrg-
dard bn He npscn| foars

Froms Berlin To Kasod Baph

Founded im 1880 e Algark n re-
sk 20 Miahwime Gandhl's call g
Eoyoott British-funded instibations
during e Mon-ooopecalies Mo
meml, Jamia moved io Deifl's Karol

Baigh In 15085, Feundies Mohsmmed
AN Jwaler; Hakim Afnal Bham amd
I B4 A Anspri shifed lis beoiton
S0 oo confSct with Mihatmsdin
Aagds Orlontal Collegn, kaber Al

el Muslim [Unisersit: Fearing a
Ireezing of fonds iF IE broke :l.n.l
with the Bal, AR tegbioes Sad
ignared the Jamia leaders” eall io
sheks off Briciah Inloenss, A Sec-
adi Jaer, Jamis mowed sgain, thas
Alsma b Okhls villaps.

Guorda and ber ihres Indlan
Frinnds ware g2l in Berlbn ar this
polnt, pironksing is theatres and
e Bedirias. “Togalkar;, thi B
friands arended oultteal svenizand
disenssed what thay haid sees. ..
teeir dismussioes must hree moved
1o s doghe of Jeeada, ™ wirlies Barlin-
bassd hustorian bargret Pernao m
hiey 2384 BEegraphy “Jamia‘s fapa
Jagn: The Mary Lifsworkls of Gar-
da Fhllpshorn®. Fersan, whose
firsd secomnbar with Gandd was bn
the Jamia mispazies, spent months
satlng individuals whe kail sees
Rer or heard of har

Ratived rdu professor Sadique
Eahman Kidwal, @1, femeiters

TIMES OF INDIA (P-20), 07 SEPTEMBER 2025

Anpa Jaan Bsugh be was
Nl En hir clwss, [ heard a
Lt whout her from my Ts-
ther and elthare who
wutkad with her Aapa
furaed Jemia likie

wuy
Hasieil's bungalow IJuu
Bl ek, boother ol Bug
hra Mebdl, prolifie [edg
writer wita wrels ‘Facchon KL
Akpa Jasn", a hingraphy on
amia's mis in meroring cl-
e, “Saphva A wesd cral
Tistory and dlari et e
In the Jessis drederr kept
This hingraphy helped Garda
recaive reoopEition,” says Me
B, @ redred anglsanr ond |
keoper of many Jamb soces. !

The it iof 5 Khidfalat mines:
mHRL, A% Tuickey's revolutioeary
Ierdver Minstaf Biemad Adsfor ahl-
izhed the Caliphate s viad, had left
Jamin Tecing & finde coanch, as o
Supandbed muinly om thi mossine:
for donariore. Takir Hossain, who
W v e el oee, s pursu
Ing ki doctorl stpdees In Germsiny
taok then. On mecedving a taligram
from the Jemis fsternily ahour (i
Irnirsdiihl e ioeare, e urged the fra.
ferzity to bang bn there Gl b e
bark. Do not shue Jesin til] we
matarn,” B riplind bedore sedting
bl for Colombo along with Akad
Hnsuln ard Mohammod Mujmssh,
Whan they arceeed in Delll, Takie
soak ower a2 Shaikhul Jamis ar VO
al Jamin, whils Ablidl Husssin and
Biotmmmad Muisst became his
oomradesn-arme,

Dasplie Takir's ~advies, warn.
e and péssamikions notio come”
(Perna’s wards). Gerdn [l
tham o Indik, joinisg Jamia's pei.
mary school in 158 ard belng ws-
elpred repornaibility b the chil
dres &n che hostel She abse taught
Englich and German srd conlcib-

wied storses oo Paynass-o-Taleeon
Jamia's Urde sageine e chdkdoen

Toegues may have wazpsd over
Zaklir's “friend=Rip” with Gendi,
expecially as he bod botrw hir iroy-
| eagereas and gune parsomally oo
resilie bar in Bombay, Bua i cof-
Erpversy seiiled after Mohammad
i, in his Blegraphy of Sakir
Hussaln, quecid his wife saving
~“Zaliir Fesain codd hier (his wifes
how they Bad got sequainzed and
haw this scquaintance developad
b driendahip.. there was o s
Ie il than 1he.”

TOH niet Zakic's grased son Ehis-
e, currently pressdent af Tndsa
Bslamic Culnral Cemtie on Lodhi
Foad, in b &ffice, =“Af the dlpsec
uhh-_ I remsmber iy nend Takic
Sata b wham weealied kil am k.
ey endlecaly stail Crepda omd hrr
Ernmibment o Jamin. 1 meves oe-
rarred 10 s URAr &8 veds Jeiah,”
pesidli Khiurhsd §i never besamas
chear wheiher Derdo soavdited. b
Zakir Husazin recited Quranke
vrrses 2 ner emd meared. Mk ahe

ok 0 A lim ol I'T_hﬁ-
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These three Ps are a bottleneck tO
Indian girls getting an education

Safeena Husain knows a thing or two about the value

of education and what it means to persevere. The founder
of Educate Girls, which earlier this week was awarded the
Ramon Magsaysay Award, overcame poverty and violence
to complete her studies. Husain speaks with Shruti Sonal
about bringing nearly two million girls across India back
to schools, Al's potential in the development sector, and
what comes next. Edited excerpts:

B How did your personal experiences lead
you to start Educate Girls nearly two decades
¥

Ao
I grew up In Delhi under diffi-

my childhood was spentinalet | o
of poverty and there was vio-

lence, abuse, and Iots of murbu- et

cult circumstances. A part of __'_Ejlﬁ-ﬁf

B BERL
Loy .:,-_3-.1\-.-:_-1':5:

mentary education, we have the Right to
Education (RTE) Act However, for older
girls, because secondary schools tend to
be further away and distance
learning opportumities are
still not completely available,
=L 8T systemic factors become a
“ote =il hnge bottlaneck.

lence, becausae of which my
edincation was incomplete. T felt like a fail-
ure and my self~esteem went fior a toss, Bul
T wens lackey bocase a farmily friend stepped
into my life and gave me love and affection.
She inspired and motivated me to get back
to education. [t was becanse of the support
she provided that I ended up golng to the
Lomdon School of Economics at 21. Even
before going for any class, [ saw myself dif-
ferently. the world sew me differently, and
It was desply transformative. After that, I
mowved tothe 118 and learnead haow! to run an
MGO and build programs in remote areas.
By the time I came back to India in 2005, 1
was asking myself what is the next step for
me? [ knew [ had to work 0 the domain of

girls' education, as my personal jour-
ney had brought me to that point.

B What's the biggest hurdie to
girls" education?

I'd say s the three Ps; pov-
erty patriarchy, and policy
Foverly puts pressure on
girks toorun the househald
eop thiit Lhiir e rents can Eo
antl wark on Uhe Grm or do
rlah s wea e Jakaur. Patrinr
chiy deapritrilises girls and
marginalpses Lheom &ven
{uriher bn diecisitn-mak
ing, The thicd s pelicy
Today, in lerms ol sk

B Working across the country, how do you
convince parents to educate girls?
Oar job used o be much barder before the
ETE Act When we used to have comversa-
tions with parents, they'd say, "But where is
the schiool?™ Now, at least there's a primacy
school within a Kitometse, and a middle
schoo] within thres, The Beti Bachao Beti
Padhao campaign has helped too, a5 villagers
have heard of the slogan and think it mest
b Imporiant, Thera's been scine progress,
Tt in areas that areraral, remuote and trital,
thare are still red patches when 18 comes o
girls' education. We do mindzet changs
through 2 people-powered model, which re-
lies on our 23,000 Team Balika volunizers,
many of them young men, and our field
staff who are from the same villages.
[ firmly betieva that vouw and 1 gelng
o avillager's houze and lecturing
them about girls' education and
pointing fingers is not going to
work. That messaging has to
oo from o local person whom
people Hsten (o, And it has o be
a lecal message. We can only
pive a volee to members of
the comminiiy

B fours was the firsi
HGO to use A1 for Ha
projects...

Wi buklt o alpo

ithm that can predict the number of uut_
ﬂ'—suhml girls per village. If nses our dnﬂgl
t-door survey data combined with %1:1:1
licly available data. Usually, what we it
iz that out-of-school girls are clustered in
nertain hotspots. In & district that has 1000
villages, you might find thal EN% of out-
of-school girls are actually in ?_aﬂ-a{ﬂ% of
the villages, We can now predgcl. which
pockets they will be in, and validate that
with pur on-ground search sUrveys and
information. A precision targeting ap
proach helps trim the timeline of imple-
mentation by nearly 40-45%.

B What plans for the future?

Winning an award like this makes you more
ambitions. In the last 18 vears, we have
worked with communities to mobdilise over
twomillion girls to come back into the class-
rooms whaere they belong. In the next 10
yiars, we're setting our vision even bigger,
of having 10 million learners. We also want
to work more with adolescent girls, who ed-
therdropped cut or failed classes, and are not
eligihile to go back nto formal schooling.

I8 Tell us about the memeir you have coming
ot Soan. )

It is more about the journey of Educate
(Firls, mixed in with my personal experi-
ence as much as it relates to this journey
and this mission

M You're the daughter of noted actor Yusuf
Hussain and are married to director Hansal
Mehta. Can cinema help change gendered
attitudes?

Cinema can definitely help in bringing ahoot
& norm shift. But in terms of mv ishand's
work and mineg, [t's a separstion of chureh
and state. He doesn't tell mue how to do edu.
cation., And | prefer not to give him any kind
of feedback about cinema, which T helieve {5
the key boa happy marriage. Inour work wea
use storytelling, but it consists of stories
Ereom thcomamnlty itself, ot from outsida

I How has the work shaped you a3 a person?
Patrinrehy stains ws all, Sone of ws may ba
i lighier shode of pink, while stlues o 12y b
e ved, but it stains vs all, Mone of ys ig
i o mudrioechy oo theretore, alk or
g have o role o play in constantly bejn
awireed hal, ondeiroing hose bobay jowes,
s bt peledhi s T o

o i7an
s
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Jusl:astartfor
 Safeenas Team Balika

Eavria Kasian Crasmma

P T reccgnition his brovight the spalight
om education of girks, bt it is just & begine
ﬂﬂ-ﬁﬂfﬂﬂghah']m:ﬁm&ql
says Safeena Husam, founder of Bdicse
Girls, the nonprofit ocgantiation that has

bxeeen cicrsen for the Ranon Magrsovsay Awed this year

Bafeena, wha grew apin Delhi and shadied ot Del-

i Public Schnal, gradiusted fram (e Landon School

of Bootiomics and Political Seience in 1055, There

s & gap yoar in her educstion, which she soyswag

The Jiriesd phase in her Bie, “Gotting sdmisaion 1o

LEE suddeniy changed everyibing, Tsorw mysel &l

ferenily, the world saw me differenthy It was truly

tremsfrmative,” saye Saleena

Safisena ghifted to Sar Framcisca, working with a

start-up in Silicos Yalley Bl scarething desp irside

urged bér fo moee om aned fmd pumase in life, She
gtarted voluntessing in health and wetfire for the
underprivileged in the TS, which ook her o Latin

Educate Girls has helped 15 lakh
girls in 35,000 villages of Bihar,
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and
Uttar Pradesh retumto school

"W hurves baaracled over 300 sucressfubvillages fior the
TN o TR e

The puccees, she underscores, lies in the strengtinof
cormralealy volumbeers — “Tearn Baliies!, Bhe food sol-
diers: of the orgardsation. Hemseld a e
Imew the poser of vohirdeering, “for the woliation
cofned from wathin. [ enables you o meet obhee
yeinpgsters and netaork with passorate, ke enind-
o poaple”,

I schaols, Tieam Balika wolantesrs conduct ‘guan
feay péioe’, am activity-besed fum-Alled foumdateon
i in lilerscy and amesasy, while fhere are life-
ukills nptivities like ‘hal sabie’ [or older chaldren,
Heom Somsadhom’ My Village, My Problerm, T Am the
Soution]) sume up their motivation. Whibe their -
thative Vidya'isaimed st eneolling ouf-of- el gicks
back indo achoods, ‘Progodi” Lirgsts clder girls who
hlﬂmﬁ'npmﬂxh:nmmuﬂmmm
ities. Thase older girls s helped by lhe BG0 fmch-
1 fire gis-right months to prepsne for memiratons.
under the open boand.

Fenancially, what's worked for the NGO 15 the
Developmment Impact Bond, a payment-by-randts
Bnarcing meded, and TED Andacions Project, 5 sol-
laborative finding inilstive. They have also been
making optirmem use of data by 1zsing an app-hased
mionliaring syetem, besides atifieisg intelligenos.

Willage school maragement committees have boen
revived with regular electins, “We kave created a
charl fior these commitiees fo moniter soy ssues,
Thizy are questioning the alhorities — be it o mn-

Ty A bradhel, B Fechusabes Girki n.nm-_-L'-I-.-.ml.:ed.m_‘ ningg walor in Uhe leibets, ar lack of leackers allen-
healthare in Easdar's Amrees jungle, where §o000 damoe,” says Safeena,

have 40 homes in ane place, then you walk eight
heiars Lo ressch anedler 40 homes. Back in Indim, 1
swaen't btireddated by woeking in remabe and tribal
aread due to my groareding there,” she says.

Eack in Indinin ANE, Safsers wanbed iowork onthe
edumlbion of girs, an Eaee close o her beard. She
pealizod that the baggest problem Ly in ruml areas
Starting small in 2007, Edumte Girls" teams skl
st every single village ina district and idenlify oul-
cfschool girls in each household. Thareafter, they'd
eonvinee fmilies o efrol them back i schiols,

Wizrking closely with (e Jocil commmunity and goy-
ermmen], Edurste Girls hasso Gr helped 15 lakh cut-
o sckoo] girls m 35,000 villages of Flajosthin, adhym
Pradegh, me?ra:‘ﬂhuulﬂlrﬂrrmlmhm
The retention rle & M per cend. The larget 15 ane
crare s in the nied 10 yesrs, saps Safeena, sdding,

ﬁﬁmd#‘rﬁdmﬁ:ﬂnrdw satys the
foumder dfl Educate Girls and wile of flmmaber
Hansal Mehia “Families don't give priority 1o the
echucation of girls, restraim their mobifity, marmy them
at an earhy ape ol psh hem 1 do heisehold
chcees. Things are changing for the positive Lhough
The rumbser of out-ofischoal younger girls hae
decreased dramptically” says Saleena, adding that
e problare pover Hes with oldér cnes
*Theen: i buge positivity as the girks bave aoess G
pacation. There's the Right to Educalion Act and
‘Botl Hachoo Bell Padhao' campaign; you don'l
hurvee b o andd asle favalies 1o eseh giss, for every.
o has heand about i, shesaya, The challenge is Lo
gt then 1 pot, shied irhibiions, and serel
pirls to sohionl, she wlis
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Vagank Goval

wek year. several in
dian srudemas lea
theti wioall-iown
homes 1o
higher ecocation in mage In-
dign gioes axch = Delhis
WMumbai, Bergalure, and
Pune, &F Mol IRNVERRIcE
mned cullepes are kocated in
Lrban areas. Abowm IM% of
Rt enlliges ang kg
i@ past &% of the paton’s
districts, with over a
thousand  colleges  fn
Bangalore Urban alone,
accardimg ro the AISHE
Repor 2021-1L As are

sl @ few condiniral EE

i urhan ceneres hae
€Tt 10 represent the
furnne of higher edu-
cadon in Isdis and
s become =0 em-
Twescldind i ooy oo
ral i,

However,  This
irend  lacks any -
lngical planmung o7

litie does not necessaniy de
peend an where it S Incared.
I [mct, far dhe lonpesd Eme,
small icewis in this counery
ware home 1 seme af ﬂ_-u_-
et revered educamianal in-
siwruisans incading Malanda
snd Talehashila. Even mecd-
wrfl ushversives of 1oday ke
Cdeed, Casmbridgie, Primce-
1, Cadiech, Sanfurd, Wale,
Leiden, Warwick, Heidel
terg, Duke, and Daromoulli
Frapve Bemuriahied renside of ur-
Py OO

fear fax dree lning, Pl L
univerimes oy [y
viewed ah wrbisg Cenines il
ptraledpe st afe cur ol
[raediy 1 Comstily ™ sain L
The preuneniiad sctulie
fal, pirdrggiad, and e
Diaal wealils fesani i Irdia’s

i
i wi
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Learning
from the land

By embedding universities in the country’s smller
districts, we could unlock a transformative potential that
currently remains untapped

yipialker ihsiriecis hais eeEn dis
el by il mmalel. B e
:;I:-Jr:qun-J:}h-rdU|lim:~ilh'ihl
e disiricis, whisne feal i
s anid change are lsgpen
ing, we ookl anrkack i frans
lmilive  pitenial e

curreni By Femans el

Wiy B works

e ame four vodngs ) vea
sinnis why tlds aliesmanive vi
glon is nol just desirble bas
T sany Jor India’s Reune

First, & allows for know
ledpe cremtian in locad realh-
thiss Tl proraoses ol 2y w-
nerdly B prodhke
kaprwledize il Do el 50
cliay, A unreersily Bscomas o
ko pam of & dhisiricn oom

mrmity when i B siniaad
within this scosystem, Thi
alkires our scademic et
o I gome in direct oan-
ot with e difficulie and
challenges faced by the focal
commmuniies ar 3 grasaroots
levs], et ir (s chee scanch
oy of waler in Rijaszhan or
the mse in roarismm 0 LUels
rakhamd. By bairg in crse
with disirict
conmunines, unversides
can piadikm-golve cres
vty awd collaboratively
It also alloos our ool
ery’s brighiest minds o
collaboraee wich the fo-
cal communiges and
ginbiece  Edigenous
knorbidge and wis-
oo, third e
the horgmsns of
imndersanding
forond, @ owill
hiedp retain focal ca-
lenit. Mlost snudent:
v 10 bigger cickes sach
vear by s higher educ-
tion, whick is depdedng the
inteRectual capinal fromm our
rural arid semi-usban com
munities. This al=o caess
sudents i become discon-
nected from their oolcural
o, causing oalmrad dese
rinration and & fesling of e
trangenend Thom e ouws
rumemities In b combesg
of feculty, universities in me
tropolises  hawe  owersha-
dirwved and spanted che rlse
andl receginirion 2 loeal inoel-
tectuals, Decewralising wun-
versities woukl felp réverse
ess mends
Third, edicanion spaces
actngd dlistricts of Inda ghn
Bl wi il Lol ovormbnndas
Universiies are s pniffcars
evonamie s, Consbder
Ths <ilined of Al h, Eharsg
jour arad Pilamsk, welooc suluss
tlivnal Insmmudons =i as

y WA

thee creatiom of jobs
Fourth. this will serve a3 4

iy skl ecademiaginen
mene dalogue. [ lage o
mes, unbversities arc often
mf conmected o the kel in
it of @OVErmens that
they ape meant g0 Empact.
Hence. posgioning them in
districts woukd enn'n.l.l"lfl‘;l;
rect engagement wil
DTt ‘g gilfeci oo
Jesel M. po sobee priwising
fsopes. Linhversities will alss
mrablish STOMEET ConSe-
Hions with local busimesis,
wisich will help develop cur-
ricaly thar e3dness Curreon
demands ard heips o local
tixing.

Lostnking ahead

Althagh this seems ke 4
Wngrerm goal, we nesd =
rorsiched (s shife, Thae way.
universiiis vl na orger
be remote establishasene
bound o major cifés Sl
will be communsry-censrol.
peebieny sohing engnes that
dhrwee et develogmant
andl prevent sulncal drain
age. Dver time, (e cin de
vokop rche axperiae sl Bee
firiis boih kel
copmnes and the nagian
13 2 whide The appradch
e that isiveralis: Mk
remons as the sellabus and
el b5 d she. Ina ek as
dse a0 dhmamic 1s In
dia. wy fevd oo realiie 1hat
pathecenirilising ehicirme
nal 3 chokos il & nassieseay
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When teach

awe wou et B D Chie e al
atencher wio cannm reprimand
gl emmE memnn thelr behavior, 21
nnomE, oF even Sag chen fromwalking in
e vt ol eheir elass raghe when the racher
Eirying i conenmate’ i you i baena
yemeher e, vou might haveaxperienced the
I'rdpltmlﬂlnw}m] i ETiiS A iTE TG0,
Ewen guest bachanerd areabligedm go
terough this, hoping tharone of the reo
murrvises the ordend Mosily, itw they
ing Berw it w0 rock the el keej it
pacid, without barmimg, the bridges. Even
1 elight assertion of ore s pesition, beralone
ineilec, can be counterproducTree
e predicamisn of the oarrent sl
daonal systens 8 that seachers nreaandwiched
It just v, bt b four dimensions. The
four disnensions ol this vice are: 1] paremts 2|
wicers and managesent 3 eocely and
social media, and 4] reeruivers anid eennom.
Each of the salehoiders has urgest and
ofien confbeting demands, and the hagless
tearhir £ anmon even sk §or . raise. Parents
expaect the wand to farwanl ther
misplaced mmmmq their
capwhibities o the soomomie realites, They
pxpect the o hirs v boae cheir ofiRpring s
mtelligeece, creativity and chascier over
s 5o hioums, v Ehiough the child spends
& far gresser time wthome. I ls sl & il
uphringing & omsourced.
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For the school's promotes and marmgs
ey, Sayirm i Hre client dovsn'L amourm
o st Insienss Sanae Ths lewders are
cnvasced char a Fappy castnmer s ome
whase wrd i eopesersd 1o the leest and
greatest, withour the skghrest physical or
i lleciual dfficuly,

Siace che Bard infrianucnre i the e
vishde dimension ol grovih, ss epposed 1o
the golk, the TEacke rs e the L ones o be
ivsested in. For counselons, inlsn‘ieasy o
cnrrvinoe schook abion rescher dissel npment
uiged g e Tl

There ks o huge pressore on the schiok oo
dseliveer 3 workforee and creans johs in lunare.

‘Thegylabus ofoen appears ootd srsd, the
grybe pntinis rine, and the 1eacher appears
mosmpelen wt bridpng the pee rucooal
gap. The Whassdgguniesrsity filks the imdor-
rraabiiad s with lrw-vaboedin,

s parencs and sodenoe carch uj an vari:
M'ﬁhmﬁwmﬁﬁﬂwlm
il munre, the wiele ideg of o chid's absorp-
tivie eagaciny is boer. Evervonemangagndin
pmarms rice 65 be an (ke op, Bring in the va-
nri-n.l,ﬂ'llrh!mn{;}f marisohliged o adogm
waneeiaian while suepsrding emplopmest,
the teacher is sobving o proldem creacsd by
mihers Theyar: o prEpare o femp
rravar witis will survive bor the news 40

ers are held hostage by the system

yenrs, all i 4 thres orediccourse wita T4 per
cent comgsiknry anendance

i teachiy who sucommbs e thise
SUrES in Ry wWay ok riak heing
gut ém the professional ot A reacher
i de much when a sudem or parent is
eryificenrthat ChasGPT kmowws 7 all and thar
theay have m just ‘gt chrough dhis ardeal,
Corporal punishmenss area Eryipiors, irdas-
e, inbusmane practice, buteven werbal repri-
mpnckiare oot ol queston seday, A teacher B
inehis awrae Brom her vidhen e on sl
miedin and Ber cueer is L

This 5 when a ceacher [eals belphess, held
hosapi: by hervery patron, s whomshe
s st 1o serve, anil dise whose furire
e roshaps

1's mme fxr- us 0o gaiher the ooarape o
prinritise educabon mver eoomomics, for the
i s baois mhwerys been o Shape the chamoer
of the srudene. Pareinis mvs mbe charge of
theeir warh, alun g with veachers and maka it
Jisea fashianable oo labef schoo e as ‘ereaniviry
killers’, Promovers misst ke the lead and
monducs clasids, imd 1he businesspeople
gt siop plucking the fruicsand inssead
invest ln chemom, Axa teachir, T recknn
e the wribie b Been shavrtchamged, (or
ik il pald even remoely s dose o
bt thiey wre expecred to gl Hostaris etk
paraniz. e, youl

{8 1

=
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Ranking pitfalls
NIRF should help improve both quality
" and equity in higher education

ndila Rankings (IR) 2025, based on the Na-

thonal Instiiurional Ranking Framework

(MIEF), held few surprises.” As in previcus

vears, obder public institutions with a history of

g ecademic excellence dominated the top spots.

Since its moeption in 2006, the number of partici-

pating institutions has grown significantly, from

I 3,565 o 14,163, and the scope has expanded from

four categories to 17, spanning a wide range of

higher education sectors, However, the ranking

¥ parameters are still far from perfect. Institutions

are evaluated based om five key parameters:

, teaching, learning, and resources (30%), re-

search and professienal practice (30%), gradua-

ton cutcomes (20%), outreach and Incluskvity or

g D100, and peer percepton (10%). Union Edu-

caton Minkster Dharmendra Pradhan & right in

his scepticism about the peer perception param-

eter as this is feedback gathered from subject ex-

perts and employers. It can be subjective and

prone to influence and prejudice, as it relies

mose on an instituton's reputation dhan 1t actal

reputability, often to the disadvantage of subur-

ban or State-run higher educaton mstitutions. As

it acoounts for 105 of the total weight, it can skew
rankings. A review js thus necessary.

As with any global ranking, the NIRF has its
own set of flaws. While it claims to rely on verifia-
ble metrics and third-party audits of research, it
depends heavily on bibliometric data and self-de-
clared inputs from institutions. OF concern Is the
treatment of the OF parameter, The NIRF bookdes
on the IR focuses only on outcomes related to re-
gional and gender diversity. It conspicuously
omits data on students who are economically
and socially disadvantaged and with disabilities,
despite these factors each having a 208 welght-
age within the O component. The fact that OF is
not adequately prioritised is evident: onby Jawa-
harlal ['{l_-l:u'u University and the All India Institute
uI'Me:I::aJ Sclences, New Delhi, are among the
top 10 institutions with Of scores above 70, This is
troubling a5 aceess to higher education remains
restricted for marginalised communities. The
NIRF must expand the scape of Ol to include in-
stitutional adherence to communal reservation
policies |.'h faculty recruitment. Central Instity-

_ tions continue to fall short in filling vacancies for
lht_ﬂﬂlﬂ, SC and 5T categories, Such affirmative
setion s crucial for Indla’s progress as an .

) AN NAtion. Also, the IR must become mﬁlﬁ'n
JUSt an anmual, pipgalistic event. Its insighrs
should be used 1o address deep-rooted issues
such as India's regional imbalances. shnﬁage of
faculty with docteral qualifications gutside the
1'“;' "'-'_HJ iug'[imﬂﬂﬂﬂ'. over 58% ﬁfm*en":m in-
Stitutions reporting zero fesearch publicatio
and the need for legacy nstitutions 1 atlons,
em mentor
ETEINg oaes. Above all, theye must be actin
ET&:;;HHMD@ that submit false darg ‘ﬁ’ltl-?
tOrrection, the NIRF risks becoming 5

hmhcidicaﬂm. ) :
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" Private kinﬁergarfen

ata from & Tecent @ovem-
ment sirvey suggests tha
the cast of privane kinder-
gEarter & catsan & ndia s dispre
portonately high. Twno ses of dar.
[ravm the Compreherighe Modulaor
- Eduction 2025 poimt 1o

ithig conclusion
First, the cost gaip betwesn priv
ane iyl govermment schools is wid-
wst 2t the pre-primary level = ower
0 times — while it narroes consid-

erably at higher levels. Second, |

withir (he privan: syenein s, ox-
pendihares rise ondy marginally
avross gecesiive kel of school
Ing, In contrast to govermment
schoals wivers CO6IR MNCTERSE Near
by ninse-fnld, thart 4 lamge
share of private schooling expens-
s aig froncloaded ai the eny

m“_ﬁe dara Indiodes ondy those
srudents whe reported A nonzeno
schoal-relaed  expenditure (s
belled as Tepurted’ srudentsh. Al
so, private schnols refer 1o privaie
wradded schoals, The survey was
wanducted in April-fane 205,
Chart 1 sbows the mmse
schon] expendinire per ‘reporied
snadent {in T during the 2025 ac:
demic vear o fmal Irscdia. Privans
kindergarten  edugafion ooty
mlmﬁr}wmm—ﬂﬁf
Iy 22 timies higher than in gowern-
The it schoul
st gapnmmwithjﬂm"!‘-"ﬂd

|nmﬂmarhﬂmb
wel, Pm sz hucal edlucation cosls
abous 11 Eimes feare than goeerm:
ment schecl; in middle sehaal,
G5 elimes: if secondary, b IEnes;
and N ]'||||1.|:I.' E_mﬂ:rrl 4.5

ames-
Chart 2 shows the Tversd;
| pxpenditure per TEpT
“iﬂ-lh:nﬂ'll I uxisan Endia, Private kin
education coss 15,188
per year on average - mearty 16

-
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costs are disproportionately high

Expenditure gap between private and government schools across leveds hints at possible overpricing

rimies Eigher than in greemment
pre-primary schools {8,650, In
mihan areas too, the privtego-
WEMTIMENT Solsno] o0el gap Namows:
ﬂmhthnl'ldmﬁg.lnw-
tam areas, at the primary level,
privare sched] edidcarion cosis
aboul 1t Bmes moce than govern-
ment schonls; In midde schosl, 10
iotes; in secondary, & times; and
in higher secondary, 6 dmes.
Srarg-wize d s Pevel even wid-

gars education costs T45,271 per

om average - nearly 72 times

T thas in grvemment schoclks
(TGEE], Thiz is the highest muadtiple
amomng all States in wwban areas.
The pap k2 40 e In Oklishs, and
over 15 temes i Hajesthan, Makha-
rashrra, and Cujarac. In orurad
aress, (he gep was highest in
Chhattsgarh (oeer WO ey, S
b by Arsdhra Pradesh and Ta-
il Macha oreier 40 timmes egchi, and
Guajarat and Kamnataka {over 35
times), Moeghly, Gujarmt and Kar-

nasaka i both thie rursd
ane arban lsis (Chart 33
‘The figures présented sl now il

Jusiraie what was ooted Belors =
that 1B governmank
achood cost gap s widastat the pre:
primary level.

Averape school expenditure per
‘reportnd’ stodent betwesn pre-
primary anil higher secondary [e-
welg in Imchia s compared in Chiart
4. In poemment schools, costs
v from EE0T per el an the kin:

i bewed bo 7,308 in higher
sicandany in rursl e = a nearly
nlpefold inerease. n urban go-
vermment schook, the rise was
more middest, &= about 4.7 tines,
Im cantrast, @ privare schools,
costs inergaged from TSR per
year the kindergarien level o
233,567 in higher s=condary in ne
ral aeas — basx thin 5 rwo-fld s,
Thee increase was similarly under
e dirmes I Lxban aneas in privaee
sifwnnls.

The figures in Clart 4 show
thal cost inoreases acrces lvelsare
margnal, suggesting a possible
frant-bading ol enst=.

v 1D

Front-loading school fees

Tewdain lar e charb ek amarced e sEe CoMDrenEnG s Mo Surey: Educdtins 2028, rkaased by The Misisry of
Stthitici wsd P

ot PR b

Chari lim schvoe | Fagendfene (F) par mperted
srisdens [ igares piaoas bars by brawd of sdecatizn in el
areg, Figeres in bold are mulbiples

4 Grarameni Bl Progis 11

2T
4572

Chart i Sigies suth the sindast privale- guesmment sshnal

EEgL g o thie pee- prirmady livid . Figunes sne mult ples
0 Uiten I Aural
Harsaldhs
Didisha EH

Aujesil Fadi
waharshis

T15Times

Chart 1 dsgrage schood evpend flere ) per repocisd dudend
Tigaris Adina: bors bw lewed of @gucrmon 2 wikon arra
Figuons i babd an e liiglec

Cavuiniminl T Pesa

41 175

17 842

Chmrt 4 The & Berernce in aviriga se poei S1une por reponed
shetienk Brbween pre- prrmory s i g e seios dary [eels
Govwrnment B Priais  Fgosil A0 maaTiskes

- B
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'Education 5.0

Pror Dasy Boga TALURDAR

If we leach laday's sfiedimls oe w0 Loughi
penterday, we reh them of demomou

: = fohr Diewey
T ahuistional landscape of the Xist

cEnkury B oot eagy 1o define, asit

" shows greaber @versiy The ‘one-
gize-fts-af classroom tesching |5

10 enger approgeiate. The para-

digm skeft, from karmning the 2 'R's - Read.
ing, Writing and Aithewestic — along with sci-
emoe and] |Enpaage, to the JLsl-cenbury @
0i & ‘T's = Infiormalion scquisition, Informa-
‘on ansysis and Inforration displag, bas
expiged |eamers b a virtual work] where
knowiedge 1% unlimited snd essily avalabie,
The educational scensrio Huphasises differ-
ent Jearning styles, encapsdated (n phrsses
like persomalined JSrmmg, mdhma]md
Iearnirg, integration of the curmiculum, st
dents’ volo, and suthectis karming. Lern.
irgg is all aboot the integration of multple
Eariplines. Leamers will now cosigtantay
L Dy pessitioming and cepoeitiomimg them-
sehves 1o meet the needs of the changing

wiorld amd weckionos. 3

From Education 1.0, whers emF'ru.u:-'IH
on pedagegical peaching based om the-3 B &
i hecame Education 2.0, where comemiint-
ko Tecame inhegral in this pesching -lesm-
ing process thoough multinedia dnd teeh-
pology, Bducation 3.0 is #n umbneda term
coined by educstional theosists to discribe
auhmyd'umtuﬂ:mﬂ_:c[ﬂrmﬂm'
iz teachimg- leamis, tlendmg bath rkm—
poom and caline teacking. Makmg signifi-
can changes i the higher educaticn lind-

A, Hﬂnﬂﬂ:ﬁﬂdmdma e~

onn , Creatoes and Congrnactivists =
with & heutagegicsd approach,

Tree cilfirent drmenginn of Edacbon 4.2

ASSAM TRIBUNE (P-6), 1_0 SEPTEMBER 2025

Shaping tomorrow’s learners

This evolving concept aims to foster creativily, compassion, and collaboration,
ntegrating technology to prepare resilient, future-ready global citizens.

are: personalised weaching, content devel-
e, virhual elasseooms, and Mestive
Orpen Omifine Courses (MO0Ca). Tks core
components e coengatEncies, kerning
methods, infzrmetion and communicssion
techniologies, snd infrastrucbare, IL uses the
convergence of technology such ag Al and
i Inceemet of Things (B0T), all lizding &o
persoralised learning.

Edsaigon 5.0 is the new revoluiion p-
curing in eduosaten, where humans and ped
techmology are esgiasised. It i oot ahout
technoiogy controfling car lives, buk about
uinas hiking the ke It i5 about edus
mianising' — peeparing melectually, socially
and emotiorally strong individusls whoare
concemed and mmdial of their health and
personsl developmest, inchuding motivabon
and creatfviey, and brirging jo tack o the
st Wl s atabdows, ok tha
ani platiorzms will be 5, 5
purposss themselves. According i the
[ESCD Forum for Hdurtios, *Edecation
5.0 7 the wrse afnew bechmologies 10 provide
mee humanised teichig, with & focus o
students’ pocial and ematinmal devilopmest
anvd exifatiorns thot T Afe in geety

Edncation B stresses cultivaling enoag
Jearners the Flsi-century humm quasties
annd shills, whick Echude inreealion, CrETY-
ity, Critical e, COTTGSE, CoRTaTT-
gatiog, and collabomaticn, The three pilar
of Educition 5.0 incloede colaboration be-
pween industry and miversily, grvernmest
mitiatives and palicies, techealogy and in-

frassPuctme. It is characterised by aoress-
hifrty biﬂl-ut!ﬁ waiha m{ﬂ'ﬁlﬂ.‘lﬂ'!'ﬁ'ﬂ]
rebiwpat cariogum. 1 will nesd bo ot
(e classroom to the community wihin the
ovwerall sarveng trajectury kg in mind
the bour Tarket and divelopmests sood

the wnrdd; viewing lernens as choange Sgeals
“and aetively sogeging them in coriodum
devetepunent snd implementation; teaching
besrmere 40 he mindid of their interaction
with bechecingy, specifically regarding safe-
oy and. ergromonis at b, sehedl Ao worl
siressing the necessity of masaining good
physical and mental healih; s bighlighoeg
che possible conssfended of EInessive of
mmmmmmm
wiriual and aogmemed sibéRne |Erming
eperitnres andaeareness of dRA Roruriy

Gandhgi sad, "By educaon | mesa anal-
o drawing ot of the bestin e childasi
s by, ] mned i Edhacabion 5.0,
them s, gesses the oremll developmenl
of hurmarity: [t 5 ihe: leoest epolution i educ-
tion that sime 10 hevierage modemn echnale-
gies o ke the goal of lilelong leaming
thunou ghia human-tanir: Spprnaci.

Higher education will require radefinmg
g key paposs snd nijecives in the con-
feoot of Echacanion 5.0 through nd.hhn.mh.m
— by proemoting practices beyond msttrEs,
changing the lesming ecomyites, Sirikisg s
oo belance hefween techigal ol son-fech-
el disciplines, inclyding ethics, socilin:
chusion, diwersity and sustairabdiby theough
& multidhsiplinary approac; and identifymg
the deliviry mechamism and methods ol g
sessmuy through both fremad and micomal
means, whie developing quality e
threasgh continunss moreoring

Thie elementa of Edocation h-;ll_-wur:
emarging shewiy, but plobal 2vems Bc
wmm,uﬁd:m#unhud-
wcstinn popular aloeg with hechnologsel -
povikioes, impocted studenks’ mEmdeets,
leadling then bo sccep technolngy s part.of
their edocation gystim. The adopton of
MEF 350 a5 & policy, which nodwed &

miiidisciplinary approach aad the e of
péchnoiegy, further sirengttiened this shift
mED.HM&Mlmumgﬂ-ﬂ-
e TR ProgrEsEnes, wiioh

revainped for interdisciplisary learmng, and
nm‘mﬂm‘-muﬁmiﬁn&mdhr
eility, eritiesl thinking, vocatioml fraining,
and st chil@oed sdumtion with femds-
timmal sl digiind literaoy.

T_|_1|= adeplios of these slements wll un-
pact the s tisg (atcrnes by ensurng prac-
rical slolls akmg with academic imowledge,
Ennvation el ferepreneurshin: througs
experiendil learming, The amdemic ourric.
uiem ek lirveape Knowiedge waligm with
smesging fdustry echoclogies, so
{¥are is an exchange of e and inoove
iies alongsde acxdemics and research
Higher adumanon will kave b play a ol
rubeas e kmowiedge archibect oy mest gh-
bal e peziting by soenpthesing the edu-
cartiorsl aoEpE e )

I thig cembet, the univerpites in Astam
wil Brwe: | rechink and adopd sdvenced bech-
eologies, ineegrating Al o seaching wnd
sirepgthening STEM, ok, Swroog. suppons
ive sducatioml pobicies, staring from the
echool leved, will T pegeasary. e mist ol
forge: that there are symifizant dispantes
i rural and srhan areas with regard o lirm-
eatinns in Gciities. Along with essessmen
ard teaching pedagogne there will definstely
ot pr=iisfance to shandiming traditional tesch-
ing-dearmrisg ezthoda. Thiing all the lymit-
tiows inin accorant, higher edecation will heee
i embeace Edusatien 5.0 to maet the chil-
Seegpess . phyt; presaent. dndia 26 & reilin i bk
ing bowards “Mew Ape Leaming’ iobeonme
a " Clobal Kncradedge Superhob’. Hance, oud
valing stodencs will B oo B sqmpped 1o
Engape, cplore, experiment, and excel
sy

e
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Rural literacy: How grassroots
volunteers can enhance literacy

7. CHANDRAKANT
/] KUMBHANI

In rural India, literacy is more than just
the ability to read and write, providing the
foundation for lifeleng learning and livelihoad.
Yet, despite decades of progress, a la rge
number of children in underserved communi-
ties continue to struggle with foundatonal
reading skills.

The inability to read fluently at the right age
not only hampers academic performance
but also closes doors to opportunities later in
life, from higher education to digni-
fied employment.

Schools alone cannet bridee this
Eap. Frequently under-rezourced in
rural areas, a single teacher may he
tasked with handling multiple grades or
classes of 30-40 children, each at different
reading levels, The pressure to complete the
syllabus leaves litle room for personalised
attention. As a result, many children are
promoted year after year without mastering
basic literacy, creating a learning deficit that
only widens over time,

What 5 needed is a collective effort that
mobilises communities, strengthens access
books, and nurteres a culture of reading from
the ground up.

Here, grassroots volunteers can play an
invaluable rale. Local yowth, women, or retised
teachers can step forward as reading champl-
ons within their communities,

Thay not only lead reading sessions and
inspire children to explore stonies but also
provide the personalised support that class-
rooms often cannot, Volunteers biidge the gap
by grauping children according to their reau:l_ing
level, giving focused inputs, manitaring
progress, and fostering peer learning. This
tailored approach ensures that fia child is jefy
behind and that every student can sirengthen
reading skills at their own pace.

The urgency of this work b5 highlighted in the
annual state of Education Repaort [ASER) 2024
by Pratham, which shows tat despite progress,
persistent gaps remalin in rural learning, For
instance, the share of Class I government
schoel children able fo read a Class ii-leved text
rose from 16.3 percent in 2022 t0 23.4 per cent
in 2024, the highest lewvel since ASER began,

Aamong Class W students, reading fuency
improved from 38.5 per cent to 44,8 per cent
over the same pericd. These figures highlight

that while foundational literacy is improving,
targe sections of children still lack grade-level

The j

skills-underscoring the urgent need for com-
munity-driven, volunteer-led reading interven-
tions. Access to books is another crucial
enabler. Small, school or community-based
libraries stocked with age-appropriate and
engaging material help cultivate a reading
habit outside the classroom,

When children are exposed to stories that
reflect their realities or spark their imagination,
the joy of reading becomes self-sustaining.
Evidence from villages surrounding
Chandrapur, Maharashtra, provides a glimpse
of what is possible. A rural Reading Promation
Programme, launched in 2019 and evaluated
berween 2022-2024, revealed consistent
upward trends in reading across all grades,
thanks to community volunteers called
‘Pushitak Fairies'.

Two factors emerged as most strongly
linked to improvement: the
number of reading sessions

loneer attended and the number of books

BT TYYM read. Students who stayed in the

programme for more than a year
not only improved faster but also began sub-
sequent academic years at higher reading
levels than their peers-demonstrating the fact
that community-supported literacy pra-
Erammes create 3 compounding effect, Once
a child builds confidence in reading, their abiliny
[ engage with other subjects also Improves.

such models prove that transformation
need not be expensive. With sustained volun-
teer participation, steady access ts books, and
regular encouragement, lite racy autcomes
can be dramatically improved at a low cost.
KGOs and civil society organisations have a key
role to play in scaling this moded, supporting
volunteers with training and resources, and
ENsuring accountability through monitoring.

Rural liveracy is not just an education chak
ienge; it is a development imperative. Children
who can read are more likely to stay In schaol,
pursue higher studies, access skilling oppor-
tunities, and secure meaningful livelihoods. For
communities, literacy fuels empowerment,
strengthens voloe and agency, and helps
break the cycle of poverty.

The path forward is clear: India must invest
not only in classrooms and teachers but also
in the power of communities themselves, By
harnessing local volunteers as reading cham-
pions and embedding reading habits with
access to books, we can lay 3 stronger foun-
dation for Bharat's rural children,

ith the right suppert, every child can #.F =
the tools to read. leam, and thrive. BR<FY

W
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Jobs on Edge

1'3': August labour market figures from the United

Ates confirm what has been building for months: the

world's largest economy is slowing in ways that can no

W, longer be brushed aside as statistical noise. Emplovers

AR A mere 22 000 jobs last month, while the unemployment
[Ell'l‘.‘: 1I.'II'.'.|'11'.'-[| ul_':lwam to 4.3 DEI' CENL,

More alarming “’ﬂﬂlﬁiﬂ revelation that June actoally saw a
fﬁﬁ-ﬁ'i{t{f}fﬁﬂw _ftiarstr}mce ﬂled pandemic. For a country that has

on | -Covid recovery, this is i
that should nuthel:ii:nﬂmd. ¥, this is 2 warning bell

The fragility of the labour market i not an accident of
huﬂh‘:'-i‘ cycles alone, It reflects the deliberate policy choices
made in Was :

sweeping tariffs, a sharp turn on immigration, and significant
cuts in government payrolls have converged to squeeze both
supply and demand. Manufacturing has endured four
consecutive months of losses, construction has faltered, and
even the once-reliable cushion of public sector jobs has thinned
after thousands of federal workers were let go. Health care
remains a bright spot, but its gains are not enough to offser the
declines elsewhere.

For ordinary Americans, these trends are deeply unsettling.
Secure, well-paying jobs in factories and construction sites have
long underpinned the middle class. Their erosion, accelerated
by trade uncertainty and shrinking govérnment support,
threatens 1o widen inequality and weaken social cohesion.

At the same time, a crackdown on Immigration has slowed
the inflow of new workers, altering the balance of the labour
force. While the economy may now need fewer jobs each
month to absorb population growth, that statistical cushion
cannot disguise the reality of a system producing less
Opporiunity.
| Inwestors, meanwhile, are reading the numbers differenthy:

Financial markets greeted the weak report with relief, secing it
a5 a guarantee that the Federal Reserve will cut interest rates,
Bond yields fell and equities edged higher, proof of the perverse

logic that “bad news is good news™ when central banks are
| expected to step in.

Yet rate cuts, howesver welcome to traders, are not a panacea.
Cheap money cannot resolve the stroctural weaknesses
created by trade barriers, policy uncertainty, and shrinking
fiscal support,

The larger concern is that Washington seems l.uw.rIJ]ipg Lo
acknowledge the depth of the problem. Blaming statistical
agencies or insisting that revislons will paint a better picture
avolds the central issue: the job machine that powered
America’s growth is [altering under the welght of political
| choices. The damage cannot be reversed simply by monetary
policy tweaks or optimistic rhetorle.

The lesson from Auwgust is sobering. Employment data may
fluctuate month to month, but four straight months of
manufacturing decline and a first net loss since 2020 are not
codncidences,

‘They are signals of a slowing economy shaped by policy as
miuch as by markets. [F the United States [ails to adapt, the
weakness In its job marb:t oty mark not just o paose, but i
turntng point.
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Mental Health Su pport:

The Missing Infrastructure’
in Indian Education

DR SAMKU BOSE
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EDUCATION & SKILLING
HOLD KEY TO INDIA’S
SEMICONDUCTOR FUTURE

THE COUNTRY'S SEMICONDUCTOR MARKET IS EXPECTED TO CROSS
USD 55 BILLION BY 2026 AND TOUCH USD 100 BILLION BY 2030

AMINDITA ACHARYA

5 are al dsanmeomds.
ﬁwrﬁm Trachis,
the warkl helbeves in India
and the warld is ready 1o
build the semicondecior fanice with
[ndla;” said FM Marendm Modi s the
recantly-hald Semicon India 2025, 0
Eﬁﬂmldﬂ@'ﬂmmﬁm
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is expecied to coss USD 55 billico by
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.nfnhh-li LU ]
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India accelerates mobility innovation with
MOTION Centre of Entrepreneurship

ARVIND
KUMAR

India's mobiliey sector is evolving at an wiprece-
dented pace. As the glabal automotive (ndus-
try pivots towards sima reer, cleaner, and more
connected transport systems, india is positon-
ing itself mot ondy as 5 manufacturing laader but
also a3 a global Innevaton hub, Driving this
transformation is the rise of Autonomonus,
Cunnect-&ﬂ,i:‘len:‘tr‘it. and Shared {ACES) michil-
Iy — an area that is wil nessing robust support
from beth industry and government. One af the
initiatives in this space is the MOTION Centre
of Entrepreneurship [CoE} in Pune.

A Ragship initiative launched by the Software
Technology Parks of India (5TH) under the
Ministry of Electronbcs and IT [MeltY) and ELp-

ported by the Government of Maharashira,
MOTION CoE serves i% a sector

focused innovation and incuba-
tion hub dedicated to ACES spart-
ups. Located at Electronic Sadan 1L
MIDC Bhosari, Fune, this 10,000 sq.
fr. Facility is equippsed with cutting.
edge labs, a ¥5-seater co-working space, and
advanced prototyping infrastructure. It is
backed by a powerful consortivm incduding
Tata Motors, Kinetic Group, Incel, MathWaorks,
Visteon, ARAIL, SAE India, TiE Pune, and the
Caollege of Engineering Pune,

The Centre affers more than Just infyasinic:
fure. it defivers a full-stack support system, com-
bining expert mentorship, physical and virtual
incubation, funding opportunities through
the Start-up India Seed Fund Scheme {SISFS)
assistance with Intellectudl Property Righis {IPR),
legal and financial services, and connections
with investors and industry stakeholders,

As a resulr, MOTION CoE has emerged as a key
enahler of India's nexi-gen mobdlity vision,

To date, the CoE has Incubated 55 SEAMT-URS,
surpassing irs inidlal goal of 51. These ventures
have callectively achleved a valuation of over
1405 crore, penerated gver T34 crofe in revenue,
attracted owver 723 crore in external funding
created more than 500 jobs, and launched &2
products and 128 prototypes. They have also
filed 67 1P apphications, of which 40 have already
been granted. Among these, five standout starn:
Ups exemplify the CoE's ransformative poten-
L1al

Altron Automnive is creating high-efficien:
LY electric propulsion systems for bwa and
three-wheelers. Their product portfodio ncludes
Integrated IPM PMSM motors and advanced con-
Wralkers built on the proprietary Era famework,

almed at delivering superigr performance
and energy eficiency. Recomnised
by Incéz as a top mobility starc-up
o watch, Aftron's foous on RED has
resulted in one technology patent
and two deskEn registrations, With
Customisation, modularity, and pes-
formance at its core, Attron is poised to play a
critical role in Indin's electric mability transi-
ton.

Combat Robotics is leveraging autonomous
rmobility to develop rugged unmanned ground
vehicles |UGVs) specifically designed for
defence, disaster response, and public safery,
These vehicles feature adaptive motion tech-
nology, night vision capabilities, and remote
operation features, making therm invaluable in
high-risk environments.

Combal Robotics has secured a project
from Nagpur MahaMetro for railway track
monitoring and has been selected In the first
phade of the Indian Railways innovation chal
lenges,

.F.!ﬁndla scales up its electric vehbcle g.:.:.glﬁ-
tem, energy storage becomes & critical enabler,
tﬂulurnbrﬁ‘r-n:l‘h adiebresses this wiith s inshouse
development of lithium-ion batteries, battery
management systems (BMS), electic vehicla (Ev)
chargers, and a cloud-based analytics platform.
its comprehensive tech stack supports diverse
robility and stodage applications, making
Coulombr a key comtributor to India's Energy
resilience and EV adoption goals.

Kairus Fergles is innovating at the intersec:
tlon of mobility, defence, and aerospace. s
advanced Hthivm-ion battery modules are
engineered for extreme conditions, featuring
a proprietary HITCH Tech™ thermal manage-
ment system that ensores rapid charging, fire

suppression, and performance optimisation.
Kairus has filed orme technodogy patent, seciired
two design patents, and deploved 100+ KWh
of Slorage systems,

As electric vehicles gain traction, scalable
charging infrastructure is crucial. Eidikos
Business Enterprises is meeting this need
wilh its Lewel 2 AC charging kiosks, spedifical-
ly designed for e-bikes, e-rickshaws, and elec-
tric cars. Their hybrid model includes both
Captive Charging and Charging-as-a-Service
(CAAS). Their compesite charging starlons
have been granted design registration, aned their
distributed deployment moded i well-sulted for
urtxan and perf-urban areas in India.

The journey of these start-ups reflects the
broader inpact MOTION CoE is making in the
ALCES space,

By bringing together infrastructure, mentar-
ship, funding, and real-workd deployment
opportunities, the CoE has emerged as a
model platform for sectoral innovarion. It
aligns seamiessly with national initlatives.
such as the Automotive Mission Plan 2047,
which aims to posidon India as a global leader
in sustainable, tech-driven mobility,

As these ventures continue to scale, they are
not only addressing India’s transpartation
needs but also building solutions that are glob-
ally relevant. In doing so, MOTION Cak s
proving thal the future of rrcdbility in india is
0l just about vehicles, it is about vesian, inno
watlan, and impacr. W sl
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Illdlﬂ battles brain drain as students flock overseas for education

Rising remittances cannet mask the cost of brain drain, 8% mor Indan students spand ahroad than they send batk.
Wilh visa curbs, bagh Iving costs, and uiupmpwmu, India dpeqs hath challanges and apportunities in retain its talent
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REPORT CARD

i of the ten places at the top in the “over-

all” category of the National Institutional

Ranking Framework 2025 were taken up by
the Indian Institutes of Technology. The [ITs have
dominated this category repeatedly. The other
four places were taken by the Indian Institute
of Science, Bengaluru, the All India Institute of
Medical Sciences, New Delhi, Jawaharlal Mehru
University and Banaras Hindu University. Is
there a message in the predominance of special-
1st institutions in the top ten? Perhaps it raises the
question whether specialist institutions should
be placed on the same plane as colleges and uni-
versities that teach the arts and sciences and
conduct research with different goals and assess-
ment systems, Besides, the [ITs have enormous
advantages over universities — public and private
— in the form of unstinted government support
in funde, antonomy and resources, Universities
not only have different intalke rules but thev
also deal with much larger numbers of shudents
and with affiliated colleges while being short of
funds, Yet the remarks of the Union education
minister, Dharmendra Pradhan, did not seem
relevant when he expressed his disappointment
that OT graduates do nol contribute to the nation
as expected; they work either overseas or in mul-
tinational organisations in India. Since the IITs
produce the best professional people, they will in
evitably gravitate to the most enabling profession-
al environments, They have the right to choose
whether they will work for the Indian Railways or
a multinational corporation. Perhaps the work en-
vironment in the country needs to change before
the cause of Mr Pradhan's discontent is reversed.

The NIRF did not have good news for West
Bengal. Much is being made of the fact that
Jadavpur University topped the list for state pub-
lic universities, but among engineering institu-
tions, the university, once famous for engineering,
has slipped down to the 18th place. Here too, 0T
Kharagpur stood fifth, while overall it was ninth.
Jadavpur University is ninth among universites,
which is not bad, but Caleutta University is ranked

99, down [rom 18 last year, and is ranked 15th
among state public universities. down frarm fourth
place last year. Most inettutions, even anong col-
lepos — except Lady Brabourne College at rank 47
— ahoney o alide, bip or- smdall, ‘Thiis augnars i11 o the
state. West Bengal necds to pull back from the edge

as far as education is concerned,  \® o
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CBSE's rocont deel-

sion to  introduce

EETES SOT

L froen the

ArEE2T acedamic session, @

series of crifieal questions ron-

Tromd v | have mo heslistion in

auving thal the idea ol open-book

exnEns B A relresking deparhoe

[rotn the prevalent practices that

falases scufe [ear gl shecs

armong youing sudents, pro-

miles e coaching cenlre-dnv-

EnR de.u.ﬂ:r_'." al ‘readymade

answers” and ‘Fuide BookE,

intensifies  the sorvedllance

machimeny to curb mass copy-

ing and tums the exan cenlre
indis i WaT Zone.

e, a3 & tescherfeducator, 1
sl aaF that the real polen-
tial of open-hock $XAME Can-
reat be unfolded unleas we are
truly committed Lo an nnea-
tive and radical pedagogic
praciics, In this comtexd, I will
make two ohservations.

Firsl, barring memarkable
exceptions lhal can be ween in
solecl altermative schools baged
an the educational philcsophies
of the likes of Jiddu Hrishnae
murti and S8 Aurchinds, ihe
eadsting school cullure tends o
put heavry emphasis on the Geul-
&y of momarissbion — sy, the
memcrisaticn  of ‘cbjective’
[iets likee the elaleshears ol Wats
knd Lreaties, o, [or thal maliar,
Even g woiendific Lhesry and a
mathematical  cquulion I
encorages ol lming and
pokes Ghes JEarmin g experiency o
Joiy, wenncher sl relleenily

[ might help Gne |'.||~:|":-cl|||.

Lo [t

nmﬂmli'l.‘:rﬁaﬂ.rﬂbn'u:a-

sophistcabed parmed and anewr
all sorts of diserele goeklism —

TRIBUNE, (P-6), 11 SEPTEMBER 2025

Open-book exams are wortha try

Our existing school systermn robs the leaming experience of joy and wonder

CHALLENGE: Pumml|mumaa|mmw1u wdmmm

Whi wes Mughal enpemor
Akbar'e gﬁr}d,:l‘gﬂrqﬁ‘ What is
the forerods for measuring ithe
arved garfece area of B eybin
der? O what B2 1he naes of
Taczamia's capilal?

Hepever, there & oo guaran-
tee thal this sort of memotss-
tdon of 'hard focis” necesarily
leads 10 the developmaent af ana-
Ivtical amd critical thinking,
winiich i achaslly rresded for pee-
ing benealh the 'Faeld’ o undep-
stamd the soco-political dynam-
its. of hisiory, the deeper
meeaning of a melaphor o poet
used in his poam, o, for that
moatber, Lhe process ol Sppdying a
maibematizal formeals to soheen
real-life practival prolilam.

Whisi 15 meeded 1 & kind of
pedagogic practice thal eneour
apes (M yong keumer io Sharp-
g Lhe power of inlerpredalie
gkills and eritical thinking and
develap @ 1aste Tor good books
that tan fake himher beyand
by prescrined bibooks and the
alfiisal curmeutum,

This seems W be an elfective
-.uu_-,- Ls mémied Lhe enechanised

emaltant tendeoey 46 cogh from
Lo bk e i ol soets of *moles”
aen |y irvakakihe in Thae ivearkoed

Thereisaneed fora
paradigrm shift from

rote leaming and
mechanised
memorisation o
creative articilation
and critical thinking,

Eepomd, Ehe arl of tesching, 8z
have learned Bosn nay ewpe-
e, i a perpelusl process of
lemming and aelldiscovery,
Unless we radials (e gpierl ol
engnged pedagogy and fresh
thimking in the clnssroom, wo
capn ok inspHre younsg shudenis o
Lm-hztuh- ] pmdlam shill:

-nnd e ]mmnng b creative

mtitulalion snd erilienl hink.
e, o, Prom e Bear ol s Lo

the jov of learning.

In a way, o bomros Pauln
Freare's idsom, we need £o prac-
fise  dualogicfpreblem-pealng
sducation: a pedagogic practice
that encourages the teachet and
the stodent fo walk
and explore the Bromtbess of
imeorwledge with freshness and
critlcal enquiry

A preatter of feet, iwe sk our
ihudenls o wrbe Opendbook
EERME, Y I'I'IIJE'I-'I}EW'ilﬁng_I.n
think ereatively and wock really
hierd =o thol ke answers 1o e
kired of quesstions we ask cannod
‘b given wilhout despey urdir-
starading, ever W they are Allwed
i open their books and ‘noles’.

Lot me make this poinl cleas
thrssgh a concrdn Hhisialbion
Erom lesloty. Invagine thal as &
et [ formndate 2 questios
Bke (hia Wrils o brel note on
Ehe impcalsms of the assnes-
naline of Mahalma Gandhi®
Well, a 'puide book' or o fest.
book might help the staden)
fecall & Thel’ — & man called
Malburm Godse kalled Gandlg
tH'I -J-H'II.“‘_I- a0 Hewepwer

ml.u'u'dl:t i tlu.*: qul:ﬂl:m :'-h..;l."ln,l
ozl Lo havve somie viesboE gl
fmge ol e enex] o the cssarvics

after thie hoomors of the: Partition
and the paliticaliculbusal erm il
that canfrornted Uhe rewly inde-
pendent naton.

In otner words, even il you
kg ypour beals opa, Fou need
15 think, reled and artbolace
e o undemstanding, In fac
s benckers, weo alsn need W calli-
yale the art of formulsling Lhe
kind aof questions and puzzles
that encourage the shadent o
think critically, see beyomd stan-
dardized ‘riobes” and unlEl
thedr croative polenibzal. Thens =
T pECRpe - the ediscalbors must
wfucats themseives.

Will 1 b possible, particulady
gl & time whemn because of the
ventrality of MOG-centrie slan-
dandised lesls, the Nalanal Tes-
g Agency will minimise e
rode af good pedagogues and or=
ative teachers?

(3 covrrse, for tramsdommin g our
classrooms through a radical
and iemesmtive pedagogic o
e, we need 200 and vibrant
achool Whraries; we need bappy
and commiflsd beachess: and,
ahive all, we need & reasomably
pood beacher-shudont ratin.

Az Exchusinied privats
schools are becoming Encheas:
ingly profil-orienled, trans
forming educalion info a oom-
modity, W need substanliad
SUpReE] from the government
— Miakncaal as well &2 mocal —
30 thal a governmenl echeol
loo can feel prouwd of B
vibranterantive teachers
good libraries and laborale
mies, and above all, p leamnind
culture thal actyvates a voung
learnes’s eritheal thinking.

Ad a leacher, 1 hove no besw-
lion in saging thal openloos
wxanas, F comducted wath dus
e, are difiewh, vt imvsesed
beaatital — ainwmt hke o o
bratlon of awakersesd nielh

gence, ctalivily amd  enlsal
Uhimbing

Hemee, Lwondd ke (o ibehes:
izt ke CHSE satheritles s
thinking semousiy of the lamd o

e T T e I 113
Palsieg e sdea of infe Lok
s sooeds. Good ok b
ilcin! ..-\.; [
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education crisis in schools

hie Matienal Edecsion Policy {MEF} 20001
errrisaged o traneform atios of e

nling EIEE, [0 ETISTTE & Sirne

rifically Moot stodent population. [t

et Hed s of Khe fmpeman challiigs the

eidyting scooling system fees in st

b B i
i,

\andspecialised materials. has been

remain unaddressd, The resendy pablished
I:étl.ﬂl {Etcl\'fklm .MF:uu'u.-uL Prrriew,
Azabysis of Knowiedge for Hokstic
sai] HIM sureey pepar, has mw
st barming gaps amorg shodkents in dfferent
graes in all sulfeets, schence. The
soores of i H sndentd wene by 3%
{5 e and. T i meale, Thes SO00es ore s,
lo#wer in mnd grovernument-aided
schooks ot 7% el 33%.
me uksoma dﬁmiﬂ.uﬂ'ﬂﬁﬂll"l
hugher secondiry stage. where sndems mu
aje fex sashjects dmu::hmﬂ.wwr'-ﬂnn%i
wel-functionimg higher secondary scheol in
Fnjactoan ik part of our work on the Public
Fduration (FROSE),

Hepoet an Lol
Fedinedl 1l though studeris soored i thelr
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to guarantes admissen 0 helr pree goeagh,  fem of Education (UEHSE) daka on
ferred universities ralleges. D enrobmant & shudescs in diTerent
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AND ASHISH DiHawam

CRITCAL TECHNOLOCIES ARE redefining
ghobal povwer, but Indiz's ressarch profile re
veads A teling imbalence. india acoounts fof
only 25 par cent of the mast highly cted pa-
persand onky 2 per ceng of sentists i the
ol o2 et cenof maet-cited ressanchiers
{Sanford-Elsedier repart] China nag ealy
DR e COATVRITS IR it sovereign sirenpch
through apresive tad et recultmen:,
Indla rmnksin e mp i in 29 eechnoi-
B i Ladks the soedystem fo delbver con-
sedent global breakrhroughs, Ths has been
corrpied wich expiioir and plicit restrie-
v o Pegh-nechn odesse eepronts amd trans-
fers o the LS and China. The gap for India
li=s nor in nurebers o mhen bt in qualiog,
driven by & STEEEY I ANTALT, @b, and
mtain mp-ter researchers.
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Irrtion e a nnotsnaced Budged cus upvaands
of &0 per cent-for (ederal soence grant-mak-
Ing hodies suckh as the National Science
Foruiaddtiin dcal BAASH, I i LIS, oisly 15 per
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weithin five years. down from 35 perosnt bwo
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Y ~oripin

Enerpee ol thtvn e Bt winrking in £rir-
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{2001 -1 it pemai bed 3 500 Exrly-Cies g5
e I i Presims Dot o i e ghi of e
el waop Wi nutions in e Hatore indey
e 2004, In sdoarced sircrafrengines indud-
ing hwpersonics, Ching now praduces Nour
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Deswed opmaend Inneriation Pund, the goern-
meen hias, for the 1St gime in decasdis, mm-
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Ease of doing science

India must attract global talent at a time when external factors have created a glut of highly trained
researchers seeking opportunities, Without credible pathways, these scientists will be absorbed elsewhere
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Hlmachals journey from literacy rate of 7.9 per cent to 98.3
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Face fa' Face
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PR arE pahan com

Fral Shambho Math Fingh, Viea-
Charoelior of Tezpur University, is -
rently tmading the LGC high-powared
commiftes an Learning Cuicomes-
based Curriculum Framezeak i selanm
g ayllabus ol Mass Sammunication
and Joomalism programmss - in nda.
He iz m farmar Yica-Chancelior of Paina
Univarsily and feunder Director af
Schosl ol Joumalism a1 IGROL.

Why do v think mass media il
COIMumdcatEan 18 2o slgnificant m oo
iay's waorkl?

Mpse medis and communicacion in every
farm have become 5 deeply waven inm
e iy [rves chiec they are oy almosg an
miegral pant of our-enFenoe, i B, we
coubd even call it the feth Basic fnomsn meed

efier lnod, shedter, and doling. Bowond iis .

soral impect, & bas also emerged 25 2 major
professional el giobally Forinsance, the
recent FICCEREY eparl ‘R’haru:ugl"m,-.l.-':-
“I'he Bevolution in Endsn Medt aml Enar-
Lativmeenl Seclor st s dhe sectcr pgriEw
by 3.3 pier cent in 2084, reaching Bs 2.5 i
Eicws [ahoum LIEDN 354 hillioz). Mok, digi-
Bl imwedin §5 mow Che IRCEEED BEgIIEN), san-
breeding 32 i il 6r 10 1al
Givien this ragid growih, wha chad-
leages Is the seclor currendly facing?
The eggvi challenge is the wule shon-
age of adequately skilled @l traned human
resraroess ton BB ther increasing numibses of fao-
st o s dynames secios Wiale we fuve
humdreds of Fagher education inscilutions
aoroEs e ooy - mmurpm:imhnﬂ.
Wt thisse for S, tedlevinon, public celinaons,
or advertisig - most still offer generl pro-
grammes. The peed sicw i3 10 ensure thess
gergramimes muly equip stocdns with mod
o, i sy robevned skilly by i,
How does ihis redate b need lor
i cmman curriculsm of framework?
Jus like professirs | CoUrecs inerginger-
g, meclicine, or busmess mem@agement,
frg1ss medin anel commmunicalion also needs
f toherent, madern, s Denble pamcoen
ihat cin e wioplid natiomwide, fbod reo
decates ags, thie UG teveloped a syl

‘x?’
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- ‘Need to equip media pupils with industry skills’

Noted media educator Prof Shambhu Nath Singh says the new

whith mstitutions Brgely ol owed in pring-
. Pt since I"—"'ﬂl'l.!|'l.'."|I1I:|':?G.|:I!'|1.IF-|’.'-.|I|||_1L
ripiidhy ﬁrﬂ'iﬂ:l'md.ﬁlﬂllﬂ\:luﬁiuﬂlﬂ
Fransionring evary aspect of medi, Wil
the Matitmal Edocation Policy (NEPT 2021
brirging s parsdipe shif, auoverta ol of e
ouTicaem bidame even more irgen

What eleps have been taken 1o up-
date the curriculum snder WEP?

T adddress Uiis, te DGC 52t g higi-
powered cummines of entineg ek -
Githoers and scademiciang BREn FoRe (o re-
i oo cesign wmew gyiabus. As el
of this tomeittes, | bedpad conyome b ws-
day natiomal-level convention al "I:r'.huu
Universicy in Janmary 2025, whane: s s
fram meress the counsry delisrai in-
caph on wEAL IRE medENn Shrrud il
abrcud ook like, W then bad anatlnr soumd
of fine-runing seegions in Dadhi, Surrently,
ther pevigdd syllabus & i e process of
Mnaisaiion by ke GE,

What makes this proposed syllabus
different ar special¥

Heweral aspects make this proposed ayl-
lefwea stand aul. Fiesty, it is designed 1o
siredgihen the celationghip between

academia aed indizcy, In Iadis, the media

irefusry ol e backos U e ard SEnactiised
FeRTLNCES (0 ergmpe 0 dees resdagehand
dovelopmeni. i also does not always em-
phiny seintific methododogies to study pat.
terer and Banld theorsss. Academia, ibere-
fore, fas  crucial reapocaibility — ned fust
i fellow industry pesictices, bl 1G-fiti -
paie frends, set standhrds, and provids 4
siroag theoretical mondation. This sylli-
hus pasiliang acadenda as the tnrchbearer,
whibi at te i Ume ensunng its work
perrgins grounded i wdusiry realites. The
wlea i3 1o foster o symbiie eHalonssn
whers |Lau+mi:iu:ip;dmﬁzud|nlu:ru:IIL'¢‘.
and indusiay fesdbadi cefines poidames
models. Through chis syllabus, weare try-
ing £o build a brdge s thal Edustry and
peademiz come chuser in A spok of itend-
pendence, ralber (han muiniaming yake
iskance wiach beneliis ceither sude.
Eimvrnlly, It is crafved with o imederm oo
inrward-ienin g pe s pectiv, aeil Wil pensEn

{ls:'

ke st Tog i long limi, needing oaly oom

Faonyl ijEies lEgietaiills iF mebides nch
Inpisg froan the Inchan Kiniwekalpge Svalom
|IHE'.,|.._:|.ig1'|.i:;g WAL Eh EOng et 118 vERGn
1 FEwTve el [HOMUHE Jis” gum Kndwhdilgs
wraditinns for sociery's benedi, B & also de-
signed o be (lexitde. This medang inglimfimm
zan take regional congent based on fncel et
noeand cthos, This i crucial hecdise whal-
er asludent chonses o specialise e S, TV
i, |'|:I'ii'| PE, or advenisang, cliclive
oL Cotinn WAy PEqIInes & O un-
derstanding of ksl conbest and Wsior

Whit benefits can students and oil-
uni e eageecl from (ki carrinlem?

Studenta will Gnd i syiabus wek
richer and b ropelitive, adidresging
Ry OHE CONcena they [aYe abo
course cordene, |8 keeps siodents’ inees-
esis gl L cemire, Squipging tham with
nrrchos ssd thenrelical knowdsdge Chat
maches indestry demands. Educators will
alza find it smser I conlesilise kessons
with focal contenl, maling beaching mars
retawnbile mnd elfeciive. Uilimniely, i aims
to produce nol fust sElied professonals
but thoughlful comptanicniors who min
hridge local aid giobal narrat ivis,

How chn media educative conlrib-
wie 1o combating misinformantion and
fake nows, papheinlly [ phe age of ALY

Try dhiee gz ol Ad, misrdurinaion and faku
s e Bevemie moen syt -

syliabus for mass communication and jowrnalism is designed to
strengthen the relationship befween academia and industry,

er-sprssling. and harder o desect - drive
en by ecteclogies likedeepiakes; Al-ges-
erated Lem, and algorithm.powered echa
chambers. Ths makes medn educaibonii-
ey mod fust refevant, but absoloiely es-
wediil for sligging informed ciéizens and
elhieal communicsioes.

A robug miskd ¢hiEusn prograseme
Can. coinis L Ches crss i eeveral 'waws, First,
iL il crricsd mlnhg e el hieracy,
LrRININE Stdents no oesKins §Oisrces, Wr-
ify fat s, el sdenbify hias — especially whan
drgging wilh comend. on social media Ser-
o, |1 hidjss st anis widerdtand Al inols
--‘-E'ﬁ'_'-rrtr mn BGUh auppaet (e, in B
checking or content msdesibed] and =
dermine {8 oo BEG ocbent penes-
At iristwary comsmEnction. T i
why motem curcicudn musl e meheds
midues an Al ethics, algoriumic bes, sl
resparsbie s of gererachve choploges,

Third, hends-on exposure o verificaton
tonls = lilie reverse image seanch, memda-
@ nnadysis, and Ad-dnven fact-checking pla-
(0OTDS = EMpoWETs lsumers inactvely de-
bumk falseboods. |usi as mysacantly, sirnng
eifim| fmmewnris within media sducacion
insiill accouwmsbilicg, belping stodents ap-
precige the real-wockl] conaaoesses of
sl macd ki ed o meskeading conient.

Lo s e Al r|'."|.||.|:n|:‘1|||',=_p'.hﬂ i Ehae
|I:|h||$. A

Al g ey rinefermieg Ba me-
H SeCOn AmnrLeg rosling eka ks
NEWE SUTINACAS R, rnerpd i, vk
edipEng, anid even onienL gEneraban. As 3
resull, rertain repeceree or mscharecl ©oes
= stich 25 hasic copywriing,. Boi-thecking,
of iyl formairing - may dechne, Hounre-
iy this doees not mean A will repie jola
ke iher, Bather 1L wall redefing i,

Thie demsod will now ehill joweds Al-
gugmented roles - croalieg sEmegisld,
iEtimedia storytelers, da-Lromm jine-
watksis, Al ethics odibors, mad poodoss il
wiho van both wss and nitically assess Al
iools, Higman intuinen, empihy, culeuml
comAeaL, amd e podgiee remain et -
placesile in medi and -|.'|:IIILI11.I.I|1H:JI||||| i
aress wherd Al el Bl shor. W)
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With traditional hubs for higher studies like the UK, the LS and Canada tightening the screws on

Indian stedents, learmers chart & new route to higher education. Kanika Saxena and Neil Ghai decipher this new map
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Peer re
India’s

The scientific peer review system,
long considered the backbone of re-
search quality control, is showing
signs of serious strain. Editors and
authors alike report mounting diffi-
culties in finding qualified reviewers. A recent study
noted that fewer than half of invited reviewers now
accept invitations, lengthening the review process
and adding to editorial workloads. One editor recount-
ed inviting 40 researchers just to secure two reviews
for a single paper—an acceptance rate of barely 5%.
~ With so few willing to take on the task—even for
journals in which they recently published—editors
must send out far more requests, wailt longer for re-
sponses, and often personally coax
_ eolleagues to volunteer, The result
12 a slower publication pipeline and
mounting pressure on editorial
teams, Perhaps more troubling are
reports that journals are using
swift desk rejections as a coping
mechanism. This means many pa-
pers, potentially even worthy stud-
les, are being turned away In ex-
(reme cases, papers have been
withdrawn simply because no re-
viewers could be found.
Meamwhile, a series of scandals
has exposed how the peer review
process can be gamed or outright
defranded. A notorious case
emerged in 2014, when Sage Publi-

giut of fakes

EAMMNG THE 5YSTEM: Journals face a
shortage of honest reviewsrs and a

TIMES OF INDIA (P-22), 14 SEPTEMBER 2025

view crisis 1s stalling

thor-suggested reviewers or cursory vetting, clever
bad actors can slip through. The fallout is severe, Not
only are fraudulent papers published, journals must
devote significant effort to investigations, re-reviews,
and mass retractions, all of which further burden
editors and dimindsh trust in the publication process.
Considering these twin crises — too few honest
reviewors and too many conning fake ones — what is
the way forward? Most experts agree that no single fix
will suffice. On the policy front, journals and institu-
tions are exploring ways to better reward geruine pear
review, moving beyond the notion of it as a "good kar-
ma’ service. Some propose paying reviewers or offering
tangible incentives, though this is controversial be-
cause of costs and potential conflicts of interest. More
widely acoepted is giving public credit for reviewing.
Platforms like Publons now allow reviewers to show-
" image; a1 Case contributions, end some univer-
sities even consider peer review
activity in hiring or promotion de-
cisions, Another idea is reciprocity:
reqiidring that authors who submit
to journals also contribute reviews
elsewhers, reinforcing the idea that
publishing iz a two-weay street.
Technology iz also being har-
nessed to shore up peer review.
Al-driven manuscript systams now
suggest gualified reviewers, frack
workloads, and flag suspicious pat-
terns—for instance, when multiple
submissions list the same review-
ers. Foremsic tools that analyse
metadata or writing style are being
developed to detect reviews gener-

cations retracted 60 articles from
the Journal of Vibration and Control after tneovering
a peer review and citation ring. One author had cre-
ated fake reviewer identities and fabricated email
accounts to submit glowing reviews of his own papers,
exploiting systems that allowed authors to recammerd
reviewers, Such incidents have since multiplied.

In recent years, the scale of frand has become stag-
gering. In 2022, publisher Wiley announced it would
retract 511 papers across 16 journals in its Hindawi
portfolio after exposing organised peer review rings.
A further investigation in 2023 identified about 1,200
more compromised articles, traced to special issue
aditors and fake reviewer accounts. Other publishers
have faced similar crises: the Institute of Physics
Publishing retracted neariy 500 papers In 2022 PLOS
One withdrew over 100; and Frontiers in Physiology
retracted 13 papers after confirming that perpelratars
had stolen or invented academic identities and even
secured editorial roles to handle their BWh Trr
scripts. These cases highlight systemit

ated by paper mills or Al Such
measures add extra layers of defence

Ultimiately however, culbural change within academ-
ia will be ke Researchers must re-embrace reviewing
as a core responsibility of scholarship Sendor seientists
can help by mentoring vounger colleagues in good re-
viewing practices, whilz academicleaders and depart-
ment heads should set expectations that faculty devote
time to peer review Even small gestares can make a
difference. In one experiment, adding a short, person-
alizsed note from the editor to accompary the standard
review request email led to a measurable uptick in
reviewers accepting the task. Such humanisation of
the process reminds potential reviewers that they are
not just cogs in a publication machine,

If these reforms take root, peer review can
emerge stronger and more resilient, The stakes are
high. Without rellable peer review, the cradibility of
published science itself is atrizk. )

Prof Rao is Vice Chancellor of the BITS Pilani

group of institutions and former director of HTI}E;E{ : |
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ased on the University

Grants Commission's

recommendations, th

Ministry of Education
has handed over twelve letters of
intent to top forelgn universitios to
establizh their campuses in India
during the last year. One ULE.
university has already opened its
doors in Gurugram, launching its
programmes for the 202526
academic session, with the
remaining universities seming up -
campuszes in Bengalurn, Chennad,
Mumbai and the Ratonal Capltal
Region, The fact that world-class
universities are establishing thelr
physical campuses in Indla shows
our conscious policy realignment.
It opens new opportunities for our
sindents and expands educational
horizons in ways we could hardly
imagine a decade ago,

The beginning point for this
development is a regulation
introduced by the University
Grants Commission {UGC) in 2023,
The irdea is to allow twp-ranking
foreign universites 1o establish
campuses in India with
operational autonomy and
regulatory clarity, The UGC took
this calibrated declsion to align
with the vision of the Mational
Education Policy (NEF) 2020, At
its core, NEP 2020 calls for
re-imagining higher education to
be globally competitive while
remaining bocally rooted.
Farilitating the establishment of
global university campuses in
India constitutes a direct
implementation of that objective.

Why now?
Ireclba _gmru:'!s ar an inflesdon ]:Il:li.lll.
With a large aspirational youth
population, India has a rapidly
expanding and stable economy.
Our start-Up econommy ranks
amaong the fastest-growing globally
and 15 a crucible of global
innevation. There is a demand for
quality higher education,
especially in new-age felds such as
Al design, dara science,

Foreign universities are not
E'II"":!'I'-E O BT
At COTANG, h‘d:E :. mmmn;-m}-

HINDU (P-9), 15 SEPTEMBER 2025

Bringing global education home

Mamidala
Jagadesh Kumar
i5 former Chairrnan,
Uiniversity Grants
Commission, and
formes
Viee-Chanoslice,
Jawiaharlal Nekin
Unitversity

Students who
might not have
considered
international
education due
[y ECOnomic or
social
constraints can
make that
possibility real
THOW

undergoing serious educational
reform. Multidisciplinarity is being
actively built into the curriculum.
We are adopting hybrid
educational delivery mechanisms
using digital public infrastructire.
Research funding is heing
streamlined through the
Amisandhan National Research
Foundation. Qualiny assurance
mechanisms are becoming more
outeome-oriented doe to the
reforms in accreditation. Foreign
universities see the potential,
Many western Institutions face
diverse challenges, including
rising operational costs,
demographic changes, and
expanding globally. Establishing
campieses in countries with a high
youth population and prowing
inteflectual capital makes strategic
sense, [ndia offers both.

Local advantage, global gaing
For students in India, its long-term
impact could be tridy
consequential, Access to
international-quality education
without the high costs of going
abroad changes the game entirely.
Families no Jonger have to stretch
their finances or send their
children halfway across the world.
The benefits go beyond academic
degrees. Students will have
exposure to diverse peer
nepworks, industry parmerships,
and entrepreneurial ecosystems
embedded within the country.

Amd here lbes a critical point,
Students who might not have
considered infermational
education due to economic ot
gocial constraints can make that
parents’ perspective, the appeal is
straightforward. They want their
children to have the best possible
educaton, and ey want o feel
secupe in that chialbee, Send.lng a
child abroad imvelves logistieal,
emational, and financial
complications. With global
campuses coming to Indian cities,
that equation changes.

This situation, in furn, raises
the bar for Indian institutions as
well. Healthy competition never

| hurts a system. Wiven foreign

| university campuses in Indfa offer

cutting-edge programmes, aur
universities must innovate, reflect,
and re-energise their models.
There Is a srong case for research
collaboration, too. For instance,
we have seen ITs, [ISERs, ALIMS,
central universities, and State
universities collaberate with global
partners on areas such as
renewable energy, public health,
and engineering. Australian and
LK. universities share strong
educational collaborations with
Indian universities, European and
11.5. universities are Intensifying
linkages. These collaborations
research, innovation, and

skills development.

Education powerhouse

India iz a rising power in
technology, diplomacy, and]}r
manufacturing, Yet, we rare
speak of our potential in glohal
education with the same
comviction. India must pesitdon
itself as an emerging force in
international educaton not by
imitating the western university
model, but by drawing the world
to engage with 1s on our terms,
within our cubtural, intellecrual,
and societal landscape. India's
centurles-obd radition of
scholarship, from Malanda to
Shantiniketan, should not be seen
as relics of the past, but as living
sources of credibility in shaping a
distinctive, modern learning
environment, India already draws
thousands of international
students each year, vet the scale is
negligible compared to our
potential. Some claim that
prioritising global education is a
distraction from India's domestic
needs. The truth is the opposite.
Inviting the world's students,
researchers, and institutions to
waork with us here also lifts our
universities’ guallty, resources,
and ambitions. To ignore this is to
allow other nations 1o monopolise
the narcative of what “world-class
education” means, while we
remain conswmers instead of
shapers of that narrative,

Hh Thee wvews enpressed are periosal
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More than just achieving targets, NITI Aayog has focused on creating sy ;
ready. Its commitment to the SDGs is evident in its every initiative — from digital pub

RAO INDERJIT
SINGH

In & comimtry as vast and varied as India, the rrue
rmeasure of progress lies nog menely in GDP Sgures
ar infrastructure milestones bud i how well 3
ratian purtures = peeple, Human capiad —our
educatian, kills, healih, and productiioy— [snot
fust an ecanamic &5e but a mesal Imperative,
Ower the last ben years, a guiet yel fermidable rew-
olution has taken shape under the stewardship
af India's premier policy think fank, MITI Aayog,
reshaping bow the country invests in s most
vafuable resource: [i5 citzens. In a natkon whene
ower G5 per cent of the popudation i§ below the
age of 35, the demagraphic dividend presents a
OnEe-ir-a-generalion apporturity. But the sheer
scabe afl this young population brings enpe
MOUS nisibillcy, The challenge lies in comert-
ing youthiful energy Inta & farce for ecaramic
grovth and nathanal development. This it whens
WITI Aawog has emerged &5 & visionary catalyst
= charting a roadmap ot [uso for pooay's
bk Firr oEnOITCNs prospeniy. Dver tha
last decade, NITIAaveg has evohesd from a think
tank into a refoomist engine and an execution
parmer, knovwm for bodd ideas backed hy data, ool
laboration, and human-centred design |2 has
transformed  policymaking [rm 4 ieg-down
exercise toa dynamic process of co-Creation with
sttes, privape players, global insi ntions, and civil
socieny. b strengh |les not justin planning, but
in llstening — and turning thase insighss Inmo
acthon Educaton, the bedrock of human capital,
haswimessed a comglers reimaganing underits
Zuidance, Recognising that access alone is not
encugh, WITI AeyoE pushed fos gualisy and
equity. The Mational Education Palicy 2020,
wihare it plawed 3 phvatal robe, ushered in & new
efa— shifing from race learning bo origcal dvink-
ing, Nexibilsy, and vocational mbegration,
it emphasised eardy childhood education,
mather{ongee nstrction, and seamiless ran-
sitinng between diseiplines. Through inlcladves
like the Atal Innova ton Missian, itensured hath
accountadllicy and imagination = embedding
mnovation in ouer 13,000 AL Tirkesing Labs that
o vt the cosmeny, Sieilling Indka’s youth for the:
owanly-Frst century has been anotheT cormer
stoae af it misslon,

Fraem l'lilI:'l‘.:lll'lE mhae SEW Iredla Hbsslodn toEnsur
mg thatvocational programmes mach the heart
af wderserved districrs wla the Aspirational
Districts Programmes, NITT Aavop has helped
bridge the gap berseen classroam and areer,
Unider S8 [mdia Misston, mare than LS crare
yoaih hawe been fralned through inltistives thas
Blersd techinol ogy, incustry linkages, and demand-
driven currscuda, i did nat just rradn S eralning's
sake — i mapped secloral needs and designed

PIONEER (P-8), 15 SEPTEMBER 2025

NITI Aayog’s human capital revolution

stems that are sustainable, inclusive, and ﬁm:ue-
lic infrastructure to gender equity
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AT THE HEART OF
THIS STORY LIES
THE QUIET
CONFIDENCE THAT
WHEN YOU INVEST
IN PEOPLE, YOU
BUILD NOT JUST A
BETTER ECONOMY,
BUT A BETTER
NATION
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programames that opened real economic doars
far india's rural and urban youth allle. 1n pas:
allel, icchampioned a dynamic, Inclusive labaur
markes, It suppored the rationalisation of
darcy-four ceniral labour laws into four shmpli-
fied codes — on wages, tocial securloy, Indus-
trial relations, and accupational safety. Thasse
reforms balanced empleyer Rexdbiling with
warker prodection, paricularhy beneing nlor-
mal sechar workers who make up the majors
twof India’s workforce,

By simplifying compliance and encouraging
farmalization, the workalace Dacame natandy
mare productiee but also more huemane
Healthcarne, often s8&n 33 3 0o, was reframed
&4 an isvestment. NIT Aayog helped architect
the hilt fron rescive meabment b proactive
wielineas. The Nagzhip fyushman Bharat schems,
backed and monicored by NI Azyog, pravid-
ad ouer50 crore Indisns with health insirance,
whille more cham L5 lakh Health and Wellness
Cenires took primary cam 03 e grassnoaCs.
Programmes fangeted autrition, matemal and
child healch, mentalwelkbeing &nd non-con-
municable diseases — aiming not just to haal
thia gick, but o keep peaplie Bealy.

The COVIE-19 pard emic rested the resilience
afindia's healch system like never before, In this
crisis, MITI Aagog stood tall — parnering with
the Minksmy of Heslth and ICME o moded infec-
flon pattems, sniure equisnble medics resource
sllocatlen, and rofl aut pladforms like
ESH.I'IiEE'JEI'I.i fl:lr tEE[ﬁEdi:'nEI |k5: pmmn_
demicvizian emphasised not |ust recveTy, bur
reddiness pushing far public

hiealth managernent cadres and modern digigal
healith infrastrucrure, .

Beyand these domaing, MITI Aayog has be
A lghthiuse for entrepreneurship and Jnnu::-.-E:
rkan. Pragranmes like S@m-Up o, Srand Ui

Indlia, and the Arel inmavation Mission created
a fertifa ecosystem for ideas to Aoarish.
Thdsands of stamt-ups m fnech, edbech,
agritech, health bech, and clean energy are thiv-
ing, boday because they had policy suppor incu-
bation, ard mentorship at crucial stages. These
e nat pust usinesses; they am job creators and
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proofem-soheers, conttbuting to @ resfen
and self-rellant India. But pechaps i greaes)
achievemneani les In how it has institutionalised
a cullure af evidence-based podicymaking. By
beveraging big data, ardficial Intelligence, real-
Hme dashbhoards, and rigorous monioring
framewmrks, it ensured policies remakn adap:
tlve, acoountable, and allgned with ground reak
ities, Whether i was launching India's frst SDE
index, guiding states on perfonmance metrics,
arusing tehavicural Instghts for polloy desiga,
MITI Aayog brought sclendfie cthinking o the
heartal governance. s ability ro comvens and
ecardinate acrass minjsies and sectars madn
it prere chan an advisery body — it became the
conscience-keeper of development. (2 encaur-
aped heslchy competiton among stams through
performance-based ran worked with
civil society bo amiplifyvoloes om the marging,
and El'lﬂilﬁ&ﬂ global parters o bring the besr
practices home.

Indiz's risling position in the Clobal Innovaden
index and the praise from institwdans ke the
U, Warld Bank, and UNESCE refiect the warld's
recogndtion ofthis effore. More than just achisy
Ing targats, NITI Aayog has focused on creating
syilems that are sustsinable, indushe, and
Puture-ready. its comemibtrnens to the Sustzirable
Develapment Goals is esfdent in every Inidative
= from claan energy transitions 1o green
mability, from digical public infrastruenre ©
Bender equity in workspaces, India's rise 32
knowledge econcmy &5 no longer 3 e
dream — it is a wark in progress, propefied b
policies that see peaple 45 the nation's areak
o5E 35Eet.

g What NITI Aayog has done is slevate the &
CArse around develapment, remilnding Ut
Ehal [fee progrses s measurod [T g O PR
Bulldings oF bigges: facdaries, duc oy ohe

strength, health, and digniey of it e In
daing so, it has become mur&:hmamtank
It has became the pulse of 3 YOURE, asphrind
india —an India that dreams, dares, and dost
it tha heart of this story lies the quiet confidente
that when you imvest in people, yauy bulld net
[T 3 Better econamy, but & better nation. |
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Good mentors get
their students
prepared for the
journey of learning
better, writes Sujit
Kumar Chakrabarti
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Goadems these days hovm Le2e5s
an ahundezces of superarive czopent
hrough nnline leures., As fax 0z the
s Ol confent i condcenmed, 'S Rt

Whether maost sudenls do indeed il
pently ahsarh that enling caniedl 15 an
oo question. Floveves, when an arer
ape sudent iy deciding whezher ar nat
o gake n inlorest in yaur lecture fafen
with akias psearisa ], thiy will mast
ey coumpare yur con e and defhe
il thinzeaf the bestanthe [npeme-

i such an ki game mosi ulus siand

ke draney

S {[oonived 18 almoss i pessblk s
capeh the sl s amersenn s Blsn
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s canlmdon s 10 what 1pain for wl
witaere oo pa, fuddd b chis the ranaal lack
of expenioncr and sl of
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India’s economic ambitions need better gender data

arren combribune jest 155 o indk's

GNP ridry. but continusng with

bansiness-as-aual means that trilons
of deliars will be lefi an the table. indias
Aspiration 1o become a 53490 willion soonom by
04T Tesls am a simple truth: i esree grosanh
carmot happen if half ks popuaion remains
invizilale in the dats that drive policy and
invesiment. Mearly 196 million emplovalle
wermen are oulside the workforce, While the
Female Labour Foree Pamicipaticn Rate has
[ aceeed 00 41.7%, anly 185% of these women are
im formal employment. The question s mof jus
lenw Inddia createss opporiunities for women, b
hevw It exsures than these opponundties ane
vidibe, messurable, and acied G across every

deparment of goeernance.

A disorler-bevel tool
The launch of the Women's Economic
Emposerment (AEED Index by the Govermemen!
od Ltar Pradesh — the fird in India — offers o
glimips= of what is possible, This dsricrbeved mol
1rachs wemen's participation across five
ecomomic levers emplovmend; educarion and
=killirsg: entreprencurship; velibood and
rnghiliry, and sfety and indusive infrastrecmre.
i significance lies bevensd the indes. Irsigrais o
shilt towand embedding a gender Jens inevery
darasen, every degrtment, and every decisiaon
Indiia prodinees muliple ndices on hesitlh.
ecunanic well being aml infrasraomre. Very few
disaggrogate this data by gencer. Withoot this
leis, gaps remain itk Wrthsout wEsRuiliny,
reforms sl and withour refors, suclusian
ke erimenched

i
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Phae cxninlry

Wheeih irsecpinities become visible, action
follows. in Lhttar Pradesh's maospon secior for
natance, dats anahsss of bus drivers and
conductors in the Stare and the low percenmage of
WoETHEn 0 s segment poompbed the
depariment to redeskn recnalimen siraeges
il schidress foundaionsl infrasiracure gaps
auch = wamen's restrooms in e erminaks
Thase charggee, While peodiesr, are caralynic, snil
are urliely g have coozmed withoud
pender specific rsighs. )

I:lem mﬁwﬂrﬂm h:l'll:mw.ﬁ insigins I:';IJ.I'I

VIR i ETe wWormen dro
off - from: schood o ildiiln,g. wldllirg 1o wark, ar :
enrreprersuarsdap 10 chadit - § moees the
convermtion bend pardcipation mies to
srucnaal henvkers, Consider thip sirildeg =uitern;
while womnen domimmaie (mare tham S0P
eparodmient In Ut Pradesh’s sidiling
programames, ey fepresend o Gaction of
regishered , with their access
credin belng #ven more Ranned, This highiights
not ooy participation gaps bl ils the sestemic
huarriers- to Hnancr arsd erserprise spport - data
that can directly inforen policy reform,

The need fur data Frem evory syaleni
IF India & gerliows about closing s gender zap at

soale, gencler-cheayprepsted dats sl becnm
uinderraal and normative, This requares
inteprating gender breabdons inta ey
depamncnﬁmwtinﬁwmﬁummm -
frovm micro. sl and melionm enperpnses o
transgort 1o bomsing = and boakding the capaciy
of local grverremenis bo collece and wse this data
ellectively i areste afecive geoder acion plans

e mdse eqlla For e gl Dl surfance-Pevel
counts 1o track retengion, beadership, re-entry,
and quiality of #itglrdient, pirtcidarly af sages
after Class 12 in schiool and post-graduation,
el Fernale droQonin fikes sirge,

Eualiy imiportant is the need for a rethink an
gy BuidgEsting. Too ofien, gender budgoting =
confimed to finance departments ar specfic
w5 wlliane schamsee. Troe gender
bmidpetang applies a gender lens o every ropes
spenil = ArEoss edixation, energy, BiTRsrrucTT,
and mrore. I is simple — yol camnod bisdget for
what vau do noe measare

Help for Stabes moving ahesd

Wihiar Urrar Prisdish has plloosd i3 e leadation
that can be replicated and scaled. States such as
Andhen Pradesh, Maharasknr, Ddlsie amd
Teiangana Nave alresady ot rillon-dollar
economic gozls. To achieve them, thay mium ]
beveTage their gender dividend. A robm
framnewerk such 45 the WEE Index can help
Stmes sranslae Wdent o imglemendstion -
neming s elo districl-wise gender scoon plans
that guade badget allocarions, infrasacns
priceigh=s and programitaiic reforms.

Inefea’s gender gap = nor ness, bur Inda '
response (o i omis evolve, The soludon woeldd
insealvie & Fundamermial chamge In b Endia sees,
measires amd responds o gender acmss Every
Il ol o mance ]

The WEL Index 1= nor i filsls e bat ihe
FRATUNE Thock. B makes visile whar has omg
b invsible and offers 5 nosd map o move
T Sramm e enargins do the makngrreais il
Ind's gowiiAere wla

o


Admin
Typewritten Text
HINDU (P-8), 16 SEPTEMBER 2025


HINDU (P-8), 16 SEPTEMBER 2025

Unlocking innovation with India’s procurement reforms

eCurement poficies, olen desdpmed

with framsparency and cost-efickency

in mind, have long had usinoended

conssopenees for reseinch and
development. While ting Framid,, thise
frameworks frequestly il inmovation, ane
procesd an o times, I!a' _' i procedual
Duru.p!n.nm_ e scientific el ia's Tecend
reformss oo fes Geremal Financis Bules (GFR) -
partszularly exennpGans frvm the Governmens
-Marketplce (Gedd) portal and endarced
financial thresholiis i messanch and
developrmen LT PrOCUPEMENE = are &
wlpome change.

Procurement as innovation catmiyst
The bag-ofwar berween peocurement poicis
and insvarkom §8 nel e, Studibeshave shown
it prubic procurement, when done properk,
can give a push o private-sector RED by esting
stable demamd for adanced edhnologies.
Moreover, it bas been found that argeoed
procumemnt speeding i asociansd willy
inerissed palent imgs and private RED
inwestment, foroning a virtwoos cycle of
Innosstion, Howewss, & the Brazian case snady
Iy BoonSiars 2003 repor moles, fEneric
procarement rales mrely achieve this umless
explcithy deshmed w spur innovsgon. India's
pre-reform framework fell inta this s

Gesl purchases for ol sub-1200 crore
evquipmment, regardless of specialisanon, which
forued scentiss UM‘:: till'rrlemmmrna e
EXETPLON process globally banchin
1cealbs. Yendars on Gedd ofien supplied maerials of
paar dqualiny, compromesing research.

The Government al India's palicy changes in
June 2025 directly ad dress these Esaes. By
alliswving Irstinginnal heads to bypass GeM for
specialized equipment and raisEng direc
purchase Bmits from €1 lakh so €2 kakh, the
refurms sckrowlidge that coolde-cumer
procurement is incompatibie with RAL'S Dispoke
nieds, Dedegaring approval for global tenders up
o L300 crome 16 vice-chuaieelior: and direcinrs
elloninates boreaucratic lag — 2 chronic grievance
highlgined by the Prime Mindster's Ecomoanic
Adesory Councl, These adjustements sl with
thearies of “ratalytic procurement”, where
Nexibiliny emables pubc Eminaions o 8t i
carhy adopiers of advwanoed echoologies,
stiimildaing privase-secior inmovation,

er, the reforms seop #hort of & fall pacsdigm
whift, While ampovering instrutionad leaders,
they retain sfeguands soch asdepartmental
puchass comnyinees for higher-vakie

s isilans. This coubd ke argoed a8 & roesary
mafmre o, 1wy, e tho redimed T kikh direci
it Wil oo reesanl iuelequaie Lod

Pgh-cast fields such as quannam compuring o
bintechnology. Additiosnally, the foacus on ghobal
renders, while ensuring qualiy, ¢ould
e ginafise donesia suppliors unless kocal R&D
sysiems are empowered and B e @
collaborme glohally, and conpete ot that Jesel
T pilicy’s Aaucoess will depend 10 2 lage
@xlinl G gk atinn. Trusting insneions
Tiands with procking e disceetion weanies high
adhical slondards, wivch |5 someillsg (B will
b do The bialt vap, doanly 108 S EEm i His
Beten historically plapguied hy leeliiercy. Aa ho
pulicy ol oul, mmaonitorsg ik chasims will be
vl Lo prevent misuse whnke eeserdng gy

5 a Research Araiyst
i tha High-Tack
BeopniRics

Prograrimm o Thae
Tobchashila

nwfauticn, Bergakini

Hesearch amd
develonment
ram be
rramsformed by
hlending these
changes wilh
glohal bist
[rncioes n
miarke-shaping.
cigmitlve ols
anildl eylaricl
EOVETTIRIS

| wull w0 Bearn Trom s,

Hiow his procurement cvobed globally?
Clnfally, patices leading in RA&D outcomes have
already refnagined procurement as pomething
that seis a1 a catalys! Tor innosadan — oot just a
cost-congral mechanism. India cian learn Boomn |
thoir experiences. Procanement processes have
embved frum anciens record-len ping 1o Artificial
Intetligerce (Af)-driven srategies. India wowdd do

Germany's approad is & good varsple of
‘halancing procurement checks and R&D
asnhitioes. Through 28 HighTech Smategy, the
federal government mandates [l platlic
procarement be used m promote nmovative
solutioos, srpported by KO0, which&a
dedicated agency advising, proourers, curacing
suppler datshases, and hosting ooss-secior
innoration farume. This insdniionallses whak
popnoolst Martana Mazxucabo berms
“wnisglon-orienmd procarement ™, where
state-puschasiog power deliberangly shapes
rechnalogical markess, Smiarly, the ‘Small
Baxdini=a Inmovaton Research (5BIE) program’” of
the Unibed Stites peserses 1% of kederal RED
fiands for Sastups, vsieg phaded procumeEsnT
comiracts to denisk earh-stage techrologies e
isainrainieg competive enslon among vendors.
Threse modield recogmize (hal procuring
Inmeowation is not about buying predefioed
peeduc s bue in fostering ecosystems where
Uil e COMEpese of e :

India's Gekd refeems pardally embrace s
phiilcsophy by esempting specialised mearch
equipmers from mandatory partal use - 2 nod 1o
thi: [act tha Tnckian Ipka ofien face delays
exterding o A Few months el dealing wilh
niche icstruments. Bowever, the poicy lhadks
GeTmaTy's proecove marketshaping elements of

- LBy SRR sraged Nanding s e, For malance,
Imedia’s €200 crore glota! tender limit for
Instsutiomal heads soll prioridses cosr
ek ks over peckmical ambiion, anlike
Sowth Borea’s "pre-commerclal procurement”
Fveeem Thal paye premiven prices o proieipes
meeting moanshot crikeria.

Irocuremaent’s evohsbdonary arc
Progumremen's 5,000 yesr joumney, froon Egyprian
scribes tracking pyramid materials 1o Al
prediciing sugiply chain derails, refiects an
evalution from control 1o creativity. The
Indesmial Rvelerion lockied ar procurement as a
cosL-enirie funetion, but the tveo World Wars
exposed its strategic role in securing scance
TESOUITES.

Post-1545, ik Sualy deepened: co Pl
adegpted Just-InTimse invertory nmmm

RSCTTETIETE I.H-FI] POl el L sl el
SN A S R O VL PR i b

amd Space Admintsiration cootracts) and
rerrewaldes hionigh e Europsin Unici's green

maniaiesh

Tesday's fromiier B “cogniiive procurement”,
wiere tools such as generative Al analyse supplier |
udysiems, sinudaie scancicy soenasios, el
astomate compliance - fesing researchers io
foous on creacree soonding, Comsider Plizers
CONVTRER waccine oo, where Al opEimised
pvasurenneEn Hentified mlhplr_' critc sl mappliers
within o B4 Wi, coem pressing miielielnng
pEncess il veedhs.

Tiner disoussion coer procurenicil golicing
olben bendds oo call for priestisatban o naliceal

lishss, s that wild probabiy open up the
procurEmEDl process, Homwever, it il bee wilse
to conskder that the dehate over privati=ng
mxmmnnlhb:hhuﬂﬂﬂ_iﬁhbmg‘ﬂ- Ad
the 1,5, experience shows, privatizarion s mat
shout abandaning public eersighe but redefining
it, Wheen the Department of Enengy handed over
the nc amd operadon of Sandi
Matlonal Laboratosies In 1953 ta a pehaie
o pany, i recalosd missson contral dareugh
performance-based coneracts while unlocking
privabe capital for laser and marerials research,
Thye mesult? 4 Tuage increase in pavent fillogs and
ips with a nuenber of small and medivm
o e Eaes within a decade,

IncEa's Cotnal of Scientfic and Indusrrisl
Rescarch (CSIE] coahl adopd T&I}_\S&dmﬁﬂ
Laboestories worldog in strat i sLach B
space tech or quanium comguring might benehi
from carporare-style agibty in progusement and
hiring, peovidad the govemment mainhins some
control o saleguard national inferesis. Bowgver,
Fueeiess Teguires robast accountability
Frameworks and eome alignment with iInnmacon
moad maps.

Procurvment as a risearch variable
India’s procurement refiarms are necessary bul
insfMichent. Four eystamic shifs eould anchor

er change. The first would be
gﬁﬁfmlﬂlmd teruders. Following Findand's
eaimple, theee must be an evabastion of ids nor
fust om cost but also on an indes: that weighs
varicus qualimove facrors such as sapplier RED
el and s alabiliny P:HH'I.I:HL

The second waould b proeviding asnd b
exempricns, Allow msdeutions sich as the Tala
Tnsgibate af Pundansemial Research ar the Indlss
Instihates af Technology ra bypass GPR entirele
for some pevcenlage of their purchases, provided
Iy mieet anovaald Emnovation mrgets alived by
third partes.

That (Hiind intervengon should he
Al-augmented sourcing. Teploy the INDLAal
ECOEVELO 16 Creale & prooaresment assiscang (hoq
ecams ghobal catalagues, predicls customs delays,
and snggess allervatie materizlks - reducng
deechtinn cycles froen mesithea @ hioars,

And Enally, go in for co-procurement alliznces,
ﬂlmm the European Unieo's Joinl

L el e, emabimg m
Eniilan |t ||.'-m demang for I.!.i‘ll:HH
Beres such as cryogents coolers, achleving
eoonomaes of sk,

Privatisachan Is nat a silver ballen but g o
arerang mamy. A this stady an U3, léos warms,
meredy iranskering wwmsehip sans

rerisrmi o ce-Enbed funcding ar eossassidipee
L T e e S i il

sk be creating o procarenssnt con i
wiire pulilic and prvoae eninbes coedax - encly
acoessing shared inperestion markenplaces hon
porerried B disonce risk-revard nsatrices,

Indin’s G| nefindmas are o lenaative ep oward
proecursment systenm Wl valoe tine-co-lab
mazch as cost davings. By marrying these changes
with glabad hesl practices in ||u1rh-:|-qm;-|;.|_|-.|._-,
cogritive wools, and wbrid governamce, e
et could triskrm preearemens i
rescarch umpudlmtm i s acvelering ., The lessn
T hisieey is dlear: chilisibons thar proosed
fioar v niers Well ruine; chasas that procansl (o7
eyl y Buih s, 85 4


Admin
Typewritten Text
HINDU (P-8), 16 SEPTEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text


Beyond economic might, the true strength of a developed India will rest on its intellectual, social, ethical, and innovation-driven ecosystem. To achieve this, a
comprehensive roadmap for higher education must be envisioned — one that builds an inclusive, future-ready, and globally competitive learning environment

+ RAGHAVENDRA

y P TIWARI ‘ ,‘*

By 2047, when India celebrates a century of
independence, higher education will emerge
as one of the most powerful forces shaping
the nation’s transformation into a global
knowledge superpower. The future of a
developed India depends not only on its eco-
nomic power but also on the intellectual,
social, ethical and innovation ecosystem it
must nurture. In this context, a comprehen-
sive roadmap for higher education has to be
envisioned. The roadmap should seek to build
aninclusive, future-ready, and globally com-
petentlearning ecosystem thatignites inno-
vation, research, employability, and cultural
leadership. The goal should be to position
India among the top three higher education
systems globally, where higher education
institutions (HEIs) act as engines of socio-eco-
nomic growth, social equity, and global
competitiveness.

The rationale behind this ambitious trans-
formation rests on four key foundations.
Firstly, India’s demographic dividend presents
both an opportunity and a challenge. A
young and aspirational demography requires
world-class, accessible higher education to
unlock its true potential. Secondly, as India
transitions into a knowledge economy and
aims for a $40 trillion GDP by 2047, cutting-
edge research, innovation, and highly skilled
talent have become indispensable. Thirdly, to
strengthen its global competitiveness, India
must take a quantum leap to enhance its
standing in research, technology, and educa-
tion in order to lead in the 21st century. Finally,
higher education must reflect India’s civilisa-
tional traits, where ancient knowledge
systems are harmoniously blended with
modern scientific and technological advance-
ments to add unique value to contemporary
civilisational discourse.

Achieving this vision requires a grand
strategy. Access, equity, affordability, and
inclusion must become integral components
of this strategy to enable every aspiring
learner to pursue outcome-based higher
education, regardless of gender, geography,
or socio-economic strata. By 2047, the Gross
Enrolment Ratio should reach 75 per cent, sup-
ported by expanded institutions, communi-
ty colleges, open digital learning platforms,
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India’s roadmap to a global knowledge power house

and targeted support for disadvantaged
groups. Massive use of digital infrastruc-
ture and local[regional language content
will be crucial in bridging existing divides.

Alongside inclusivity, India ought to
promote academic excellence and multi-
disciplinarity. All HEIs should embrace flex-
ible, multidisciplinary curricula on exist-
ing and emerging disciplines that integrate
vocational, academic, and research path-
ways through the National Credit
Framework (NCrF). A STEAM-based curricu-
lum, enriched by Al-enabled personalised
learning pathways, will help prepare stu-
dents to negotiate the complexities of the
future. Concurrently, inter- and transdis-
ciplinary learning should be cultivated
through interfacing disciplines across
sciences, engineering, humanities, and
social sciences, empowering youth with
real-life problem-solving skills.

Equally important is the alignment of
higher education with skills, employabil-
ity, and entrepreneurship. Industry-inte-
grated curricula, mandatory internships,
apprenticeships, and entrepreneurship
modules must become integral parts of
the curricula, enabling learners not only
to seek but also to create jobs. Special
emphasis should be laid on social entre-
preneurship for promoting employment
opportunities for social science graduates.
Universities should nurture start-ups and
spin-offs, strengthening India’s innovation

ecosystem. For this, HEIs should become
creative centres for skill development,
innovation, and entrepreneurship to
thrive in a highly competitive and fast-
changing learning landscape. HEIs should
strive to promote critical thinking, creativ-
ity, and exploration.

Technology-enabled higher education
is the future. A digital and technological
transformation of higher education will
accelerate growth at an unprecedented
pace. Every campus must become digital-
ly enabled, blending physical and virtual
learning seamlessly. Al tutors, AR/VR-
enabled labs, and metaverse classrooms
will redefine pedagogy, while blockchain-
based credentialling will ensure seamless
global credit mobility.

Yet another equally vital aspect is the
strengthening of research, innovation, and
knowledge economy ecosystems. The
Anusandhan National Research
Foundation will have to serve as the
backbone of India’s translational research
ecosystem, driving the establishment of
over 100 Centres of Excellence in frontier
areas such as artificial intelligence,
quantum technologies, biotechnology,
green energy, defence, space, and social
sectors. These must be complemented by
world-class research parks, incubators,
and innovation clusters. The ultimate
target is for India to rank among the top
three nations globally in real-world

problem-solving research output by 2047.

Massive curricular, pedagogical, and
assessment reforms are essential for
holistic education and for transforming
India’s classrooms into centres for shaping
her destiny. These critical components of
education should not limit the learning of
youth. This is not possible without a
renewed focus on faculty development
and leadership. Curricula should be indus-
try-aligned, pedagogy has to become
engaging and immersive, and assess-
ment should measure transformation in
students. The establishment of a National
Higher Education Leadership Academy will
ensure continuous faculty training in cur-
riculum design and development, peda-
gogical and assessment reforms, research,
and industry exposure. India must also
attract global faculty and encourage
cross-border mobility of faculty and
researchers.

Another crucial aspect is international-
isation. India must emerge as a global hub
of higher learning, attracting more than
two million international students annu-
ally by 2047. This requires accelerated col-
laboration, expanding joint and dual
degree programmes, building internation-
al campuses, and showecasing India’s
civilisational knowledge systems on the
global platform.

For such an ambitious vision to succeed,
governance and funding reforms are

FIRST
olumn

essential. The focus must shift from input-
based regulation to outcome-driven gov-
ernance, with institutions enjoying auton-
omy coupled with accountability. Public
investment in higher education should be
raised from the current 4.6 per cent to at
least 6 per cent of GDP, complemented by
resource mobilisation through philan-
thropy, endowments, and public-private
partnerships.

In line with India’s commitment to sus-
tainability, HEIs must evolve into green
campuses, embracing renewable energy,
net-zero practices, and research aligned
with the Sustainable Development Goals.
Social responsibility must also be central,
with students engaging in rural immersion
programmes, community service, and
social innovation and entrepreneurship
projects.

Avibrant cultural ecosystem is central
to India’s emergence as a globally respect-
ed knowledge and innovation hub. By
2047, India’s cultural ecosystem must
reflect the harmony of tradition and
modernity. Her cultural landscape must
envision the synthesis of its ancient civil-
isational discourse and modern global
outlook. A culturally vibrant India will not
only nurture its own citizens but also
inspire and lead the world in creative,
intellectual, and civilisational excellence.
Therefore, the vision for Viksit Bharat 2047
should place equal emphasis on inclusiv-
ity, sustainability, creativity, and interna-
tional cultural engagement.

To ensure accountability, a robust mon-
itoring and evaluation framework must be
created. This will have to include a
National Higher Education Dashboard
offering real-time data on enrolment,
outcomes, employability, and research; an
independent evaluation agency to track
institutional performance; and an annual
“State of Higher Education Report” pre-
sented to Parliament.

The outcomes of India’s education
system have to be transformative by
2047. India’s universities will have to be
globally benchmarked for producing
thought leaders, innovators, entrepre-
neurs, and cultural ambassadors. Higher
education should be able to serve as the
engine of India’s $40 trillion knowledge
economy.

Most importantly, India will have to
reclaim its place as a global knowledge
superpower, offering inclusive, sustain-
able, and future-ready higher education
that contributes not just to national
progress but also to global well-being.
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Lessons Hidden in Failure:
Marks Fade, Character Lasts
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CAN INDIA'S DREAM
CAREER BOUNCE BACK?

INDIA PRODUCES 1.5 MILLION ENGINEERS EVERY YEAR, BUT ONLY A FRACTION
ARE EMPLOYASLE DUE TO THE WIDENING INDUSTRY-ACADEMIA GAP

AMINDITA ACHARYA
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Eaenler themm This gap is wllJ:ilnl;_P
n;m'r'lrw- ’:IL;EWH Shasma, UEQ

LU E -] e & enliveshi

mentissd thap the mpﬁm',mmﬁ.r
acailvmia skill gap neeads s b packled
Falistically. He suygests that e
revolulssnary a P CHINg aress

like Al, semiconducior, efc., need
enkaneid curricals g tminers, whech
can b actdeved through acxdemia
isclustey collaberations fee curriculum
realignment that emphasisss hands-an
trginisgg. " The other sguct of this

skl [525 iin e muissing soft-skills.
Lewdership attributes, discipline, verhal
nd communecation dolly, all need
1o b addreniidd and fixed
spstermatic raining:” he said. 1= fact, Dr
a-IF1ar.rrra ki thghughu the ercial rofe
o rentices vocaticnal skallin
.uﬁd.m.:r:r uf:pl. inl gu:uss
gap. “The poal s ta create a skilled
and sustainable warkdorce. This car
be doe | apprenticeships,
woalional 5 and imndusery fie-
et - winich will all work cowards
enham deng auth « ahility
Tizday, shulls and cilians are
becomung imexiricable, and Wfelong
lkeamning <ontinues to be the nom 1o
any indusery, The pebicies to bridgs
the gue batweeen indesry and skilled
warkforce & alrcady i place. The nevd
of the howr is for proper execulion
o the groumd level where the vtk
employers, and scedemia coms
mﬂwr m & urkjue collaboratme

ri e enhance the emaployabilin ol
emginesrs” he il

As Dr :\I.'I.l.l:l 1 parinben] ol
ENgIEVTINg vas oo the ulmate
dream |]:_|.I1.1.' iri Bividia '|i.'n|.‘|.|!.'.:l: slarads
al @ crossroods, Wich the nght fecusan
reseaich. skally, arel industry linkages
though, B i sl recaidiii i3 Plil.f
a5 the driver of India’s growth and
TRSTELITNTL T C T e | | =
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Despair, desperation over jobs in Bihar

The state's youth find it hard to avert unem plwmﬁm dueto lack of -EID |::-:1rtur ties

TAORASH LINWERZITY ALISTRALA

ARELY had the digst
eetiled en Rabul
Gandhi’s Woter
Aclkilkar  Yalra  in
Bihar ithat Gen Z
wouth plaged protegia in meigh-
Bouring Nepal and overthres
itz government. Tle leaderles:
Nepalese protestars expressed
thedr diggest st cormuption, the
government’s  authoriiacan
ban om social media and & lack
of comcern for youth aspimations
arsd public wellane They target-
ed fhe “nepo kids', the children
of the reh wha led an extrams-
gant lifestyle, while the ordi-
nary youth sudfered
In Bithar Hahul's ¥alma
plashed the igage of demoeratic
arcountability in 1he people’s
codird, even & Biharl boys
sprted the alngan of ‘padio-
kamaai-darsead” — education,
ernphormnent and healthiare.
The similarity af dEgues, the
tmdeg and the peographical
procamity of a stale and &
nation kel Lo seversl questions
akbal resentment of the yulh
aguirst indifferenl rulers. Can
ve iendersiand the chiem in
Bl paoditics thaough the piriem
id the Megml prolesis? Hawe
irEmgliymenl and widening
wrebuility, exmiresd with cemio-
tratic bsttelding, eimergnd as
idecikive tariory in YUmging the
pulilicad eeales” And wisl los
uris ot polbbousd Bab
draw Irarn Whe uphesyal n
the nekpbilssrFno?
Deawing an Lares yeaee
Elmapagdie
wrbasi gell 6 Maina

Biharn _p'-\'..lllh (]
gvopl unemployinnl
unempaiymeni has

CYTTOH A T 1]

I leindi

drgele o
sl

m A EELIH'E Thiame s & maﬂmn‘ﬂ'ﬂefﬂrmﬁmmu" Jokes i el h-l'uln'ul Ehh.-u =il

high in Nepal — queted o he
umwards of 1 per oeenl —
whienest (§ ks clalmed 1o be on
the decline m Bihar and now
stands &t 10 per cent, el
Bikari youlth fGnd il hard 1o
avercamse the odds, with no
opportunities for meanlsghal
pducation m rural areas. They
Aock bo urban gaiis in Patna,
where low-oasl eoaching cen-
ires profiferate.

These cenires lure subaliern
wspirants with the punrantee ol
sucesss in bhart (rerrwrlmeeEnd)
lor povermment jebs. The o:n-
ires are run io Lhe name o
thedr ‘mird’ — Bipln gic teaches
Emglish 1o mastic Biharis, L
Rahman promlses  dorogo
ffeurti and Gopwami 5ir uffers
copching in ‘sampooraa Q-
1" be ‘enlirg mothemobos
I ihe same - gali, Sansral
Anhok sir ¢liifs his lncoge
Iramm e legendary  Wlaursa
il oifiis &
il i Tor
g

Up'mesly  ina ke
ol don DL fael

il erairme Rk L

G -‘:-:‘:Irra'-rlT.Tl_lfa. 800, xbnft
g alilemls Do el sl
Fhiee Eanig

LT L BT

- e S p——“y - B

Coaching centres in
Pt hare aspiranis
with the guarsntee of
SUCTESS I TECTLne
For povt jolis

is Khan sk, 4 ‘vouik
et who teoches with g
promaueed wornar il
pievenl, lgs s o Yoadlabke
waulh

L CLELe |

lemds
| pimgnic bl

vhiiinmel ool

privleels Eney

verrusbmen
annd  sflsideat

Ki I RRIvItE &

VP e

while many more 3it outaide
the clasaronm and pay allen
lian o him on TV screens
Othars gimply bong arcund
o g for photocopies of his
lecture nndes RE they cameal
aflord even the low fees’ for
coaching. I am told that there
e millbonsg of ‘onbine” sl
demis who attend Ehans bep-
lures of Thesr mabile phomnes
as they cannol afford the oast
o1 HIwing 16 Palha

Dealing with umemployment
i being accephed & an individ-
ual respomsibalify in dihardand
elsewhere in Indial Even &
public sector ETPERTEENT L5
shricikigg in neo-likeral Indig,
ilE e pecangiE. L
thie ondy wily il g1
adbon of I e
Ty hopeledss &8l

Tlie canchsiy =
||_|l-_||'.|I'u|_- |
AT LT

el 54

urall Lives

them
wi e LT
1 al
wln il

WUALTE 11
allan
o ardinarsy vondh inoa el

selling lwpes

surdnylle  [5

LTS I [ETRIEY

UL TH RN BT anl witly
Febl-teapect in b

ST Ll gbappesd ol

AV [

kR

=

sarial r|:||:'.:||| Ly appartunities
a long time ago Hopeless-
neEs, joblessness and desper.
ation are all belng mapaged
in this informal ceaching
enterprise a5 a prajecl
hops for youth aspirations

The (critical difference
between MNepali and Bihar
wvouth is the mbssing climats
ardiviet) the rapper, the DJ i
the Patng gl Instead, Bihiass
yauth are drawm 1o markets
Buill on the promide of swe-
iR = & phenomenon ir
whkch pocr people  them-
seives acceph the retreal of
the State and raly on shadoo
mearkels to lead them on.

Political protesis, even oo
Eertre Eees concerning the
wvath such & cootractual
entry Imto the Army A
Asniesrs, ars mercenved as
risky wentures fo
plaved Bihari youth. Thers g
2 chance thai they will b
arreated and gel bad chame-
ter' cectificates  (fam  the
POOLE, PENARME them BaEiin
nenty unemplovable Beties
1o hear the ignominy and min
the mile ewery moniog a:
part of physical iraining nec
eszary for bharm

Before (he breax of dowm, 1
vigit Patra's Gandhi haidan —
Ehs (15 cgtbne amid n2ei cenkng
of 55 palitical hislory, replats
with poetic calls for g baazn
Efaal kom, jancda anl
bres of Raghirakmn Dhnbear
whith became the rallvimg
{ur anti-Emergency vouth o
saders in 1075-77. There. ¥ rinad
Ehintaamds Batng  Lrairesd k.
phasical  fraining  coadhe
MLy waung aspleints jod bane
Gt Am Gl race for . TRy
ment, Mo songs, nop
ne Ly for Che pelies ol
Protes s for these Bibham yoiln
Afd Mepol & el ecven &
Fuess  queglion” in Hhe

e hang fextboalcs theis

n this backdeap, 8a S|
vabhl 13 an urgank ikl SAPIRS

e -

wehs ikl

W 1I ......,'.!._s i
gpace af dizsent. foreclasing
Mupal-likie possibilities. sl ¢

‘ST

L


Admin
Typewritten Text
TRIBUNE, (P-6), 18 SEPTEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text


TRIBUNE, (P-7), 18 SEPTEMBER 2025

When university professors stop questioning power

irstres of heghed
earrei pieserd a telkng
mbpooaam.  The  srrwtole
hastior s olary misgnty
and dhsoisist

pian way i a culnoe of

TR T pae o proniis
parpriat seho rcwment oswr
ireadecius] purmals

Thun Sdiahisater of i
e =l ardy pebpred gpores
acholambip atal the prayis ol
sl gy Taq] akeo svoadd the

mvarchke (o6 meriEariiarsd
izl g, L] & betrayad of
uroveraiiys ks diles s o
paneSairy of ool gy
ard st sl
The deals of sowlomes,
preciogied o the pouract of
knovdedge el Lhe oultre-
tien al desa g Wies Ime
i vmberesls cu Ly AT
th=d, riskdirgy Lo & culius of
calvilyied pomplicly  ard
ureerilica]  GovLESTETES G
harmi i TOAE STt

Tl ressmil izl sdleroe

hetrayal ofithe
prudussoniaey

regponsibilling bo
[perTTe powwer
andl chanpion
ffefermen] Frepdon

e

wmwirorereTi| ol

Eleiogioal
wilgrie sl fearemdy siong  problab e eopepeent mon-
sebpgl o ol pgrers, sebmra r i winik. The moss of oz e
SR A DERg W] and . Serand & Al i
;“I'm:ﬂj'm

“Thim. presmag Jecikoing
wbwnl U roke o0 picdemmia in
e romlPrEpETEry rraETEnl
wrisa. Hrea carn " corerply-
alisr dooinken i oas o
Rarksd by peras e Al
Lozt s s et ascan g
pancy? Whst fomme of prelio:
sl T EpA S 1 5 gk
frasmires] by ormarerediam
wrid erirsnched megusib?
Thire drws Tha vhrerdn
ihird] 1 pebaRon bo dach gty

aral b U risideey B el el ol el o erescicle il
puoBEndiy Taon rereimed un rendagimd rallages?
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{ OUR TAKE )

Spare maths, and
students, please

Mathematics education in the country can do
with a pedagogical fix, not re-orentation of
the curriculum towards the past

frer history, mathematics seems to bein the
crosshairs of the UGC, Over 900 researchers,
mathematiclans, and academicians from
India and abroad have urged the UGC to
reconsider its proposed changes to the undergraduate
mathematics curriculum. The higher education
regulator wants BA/BSc maths courses to foreground
Veddic mathematics, Bharativa bijggenita (algebra), the
Puranas and ideas of ancient Indian astronomy. It
wanis students to be taught the Narade Purana's
citations of geometry, and calculation of muhurtas
(auspichous time} for ritsals using the panchanga
(Hindu almanac). Students muest also learn about
ancient Indian tinze units, evolution of Indian algebra,
and ancient formulae in other areas of mathematics.

India’s rich episternological heritage in mathematics
1s well documented. Thereis no harm in taking pride
of shewcasing these civilisational accomplishments: it
may even help understand the interconnectedness of
kmowledge generation across the globe mediated by
the exchange of ideas — bopsided in many instances,
though —that have happened throughout history. But
itbecomes a problem if these, 25 part of a revivalist
Impulse, are foregrounded ahead of modern, evidence-
based science learning. For instance, in its bid to
privilege the past and encourage esoteric topics such as
Mathematics in Meditation, the draft currdeulum has
reduced the importance of core subjects, ineluding real
analysis, linear algebra, algebra, statistics,
programming and numerical methods,

UGC mustheed the experts’ advice. Keeping In step
with the knowledge requirements of the modern waorld
means keeping the cartography of university
education and national pride separate. The purpose of
university education is to fam{liarise students with
evidence-based learning, its methodologies and
frameworks, and prepare students to compete with the
best in the world and engage in cutting-edge research
in the best institutions around the world. UGCs move
will only ambush such a prospect—not upgrade or
improve the course and enrich leaming,

If there is a crisis in mathematics education in India.
it is with pedagogy rather than curriculum. While
several Indians do exceptionally well in mathematical
research and children win accolades, including in
Maths Ciymplads, numeracy levels among school
stidents — as reported by ASER and FISA inter-
country comparisons — remain depressingly low. In
many homes, mathematics is a subject of fear and
anxiety rather than joy, mostly because of poor
teaching methodologies. That's an area the UGC must
focus on with the help of serious maths educ I3, 0oL
in chasing chimeras of a golden past &5
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TECH RESCUE

hat India’s demographic dividend is not

being mined effectively cannot be denied.

At present, youth unemployment in the
oountry stands at an estimated 16.03%, Moreover,
many of those entering the job market, it is feared,
lack the skills to meet its requirements: the ndia
Skills Report 2025 found that only 54.8% of grad-
uates were fit for employment. The emplovment
sector 15 already confronting strong headwinds
with the rise of Artificial Intelligence that is
expected to lead to significant job losses and dis-
Placement. Yet, can it argued — perhaps ambi-
tiously — that some adjustments in policy could
allow India to harness Al to make the most of its
demographic dividend? India's working-age pop-
ulation will increase by at least 12 million per year
until 2030, The country needs to create around 8.5
to 9million jobs every vear until 2030 to utilise this
surplus labour. At the same time, Al is predicted
to transform 38 million jobs in India by 2030. If
the existing working-age population and those
who are set to enter it can be trained in how to
work with Al — in data training, writing the right
prompis or using deductive reasoning on content
summarised by A1 — India could see 2 2.61% pro-
ductivity gain in the organised sector and 2.82%
in the unorganised sector, according to a study by
Ernst & Young. Nearly two-thirds of Indians are
younger than 35 and fluent in technology, giving
the nation an edge. Hearteningly, the Economic
Survey of 2024-25 already laid out the need for
the public sector to work in tandem with the pri-
vate sector to skill the youth in handling data
and Al Three Indian Institutes of Technologies
hosting centres for excellence in Al s also a posi-
tive development.

But using Al to turn India's demography into a
dividend has its own challenges. There is the dig-
ital divide — National Sample Survey data have
revealed clefis in terms of gender, geography and
language. Worryingly, only 4.8% of menand 29.4%
of women can create an electronic presentation
and just 26.1% men and 19.5% women can drafl
documents using word-processing software, say
MNSS figures, Initiatives like the Indiasl i'.rliss.l:i.ﬂ];h
the Bhashini project — it promotes Al solutions
in Indic languages — as well as public-private
partnerships, such as NASSCOM's skilling pro-
grammes, must work to address these diverse
challenges, However, the foremost role in the shill-
ing of India’s youth in Al has to be that of educa-
ton. India's education policy must be responsive
to this emerging need and make necessary chang-
es at the earliest. W] \q/ \o
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‘Gen Viksit

Amitabh Kant

Fesearch shows that B5% af achild's
brain development happens befom
aged, and 18 manthz of siruciured
eary leatning can boost 16, For In-
dia's13,7er children under 8, thesa
years will shape innovatorz and det-
vors of prodoctivity in 2047, After 75
years forused on survival — tackling
muortality, malnonteition, hungar sand
povirty — the neodt 25 muos! deliver
growth and competitivensss: Angan-
wadisare at theheartof this brans
farmation, murburing dhe fubors wodk
Foarce from the very start,

But evilence on sarly learning 1=
sobering. Mearly half of Claszs]
chibdren can't read 4 word or recos-
nise p number Despite MEP 2020,
lIearning poverty persists, Yer,
progress offars hope — ASER 2024
finds rising anganwadl ensrolment,
sinalling growing parental trust,
That trust enist defve transfarma-
tion. Gol's Swasth Nard Sachaki
Parivar Abhiyaan and Pashan
Maah sre embedding bealth, nutri.
tian and ehildeare into the system —
Ieying foundations for stronger
mithers, chikiren and, ultimately, a
sfronger nation.

For decades, anganwardis were seen
s mere feading cantrea. They are

huks where notrlton, healfh and
Playiul lesarning comvesge, led by 14
lakh warkers, Mothers are chibldren's |
first teachers: anganwadi woskers
e the seesid. As frontline educatacs
and categhvers, Bey st beampow-
ered with raining, resources and
dignity —without these, the quality
of ofuboames will salTee

Expanding anganwadts intoa uni-
veraal system of childears would 2o
able higher fernale labour foros par-
ticipation, Lift household incomes
and strengthen himan capital. A1
thesame time, closs toS or children,
healthy and school-ready, woiald ba-
coma fhe drivingforee ol India's
Tuhere growth.,
b Tata Trusis' Project Spodlipht in
Maharashirs, for example, provides
evldence of what is possible when
axlsting public systems are sireng-
themed with focus and intent, Inple-
miented aceoes 4,100 angmowadi cer-
tres in Chandrapur, Gadehirol and

ECONOMICS TIMES (P-6), 20 SEPTEMBER 2025

Needs to Start Young

Palghar, amd reaching closs to 2.8 mn
pasaple, the programimic was desigm-
od toredndores ICDE. ks approach
resis on thres pllkars: system strang-
thening, comumunity coobilisation
and mult-leval advocaey
Anganwadis ware refurbished and
efuipped. Frontline workess, inclus
ding arpanwadi workers, ASHAS
and AN, were trained in nuateition
and growth mesitoring, and larpe.
scale pus coampaigns engaged fam.
flies on breastfeeding, distary divar-
£ty and caregiving prictices. Bet-
weer M5 snd 202, dietary diveraliny
armong naether-child paics in inter-
ventlon arens increased from 0% i
25% , while poor diversity declined
slgmifcanily,
P Techmology, boo, can accelern by
transformation when deslgnesd am-
und people. Founded in 2020, Rocket
Learning, a non-prodit dedicated to
Improving eary ehildhood edueati-
ogn fr underprivleged kids, has pea.
chesd more than 40 lakh
children and waorked
with thres lakh angan-
wad] weatkers, Tis modsl
com e digital md-
ges with behavioarch-
v wngs. Datly activities
senton WhalsApp pol-
deparants o engnge
their childssn in play-
Based learning using
haisehold matecials,
An independent eval
izakion kn Amravati,
Maharashirs, foumd
Reeket Learning's in-
tervention Enpraved

iy yeny |
=0 |

mathematics ekills by 0217 standay]
deviations and langoage skills by
1.154 sfandard deviations, st mcost
of justover 8l per child. Parenta re-
port higher confidence, children
arriveat Class 1 better propared, and
anganwadl workers gain recogniti-
on 8z educators, This is tech deploy.
ednot for substitution but for sup-
Tort, amplifying haman retation-
BIONG caregivers, children
and educators,
¥ Pratham's Teaching at Right Lev-
=l (TaRL} has established thar eeen
the weslkest learning foundations
can berebilll —and at scale Dnde
pendont evaluations confirm that
FPratham’s Read India programme
recorded a 5% Increass in reading
alility among children in Classag
346, alemgside large paing in addition
and subtraction. The efficacy of the
brogramme, validated by Moba) Pri.
-x.e-‘i'."ihmng_m&&-a.mhi.um'e]npm;
nieconomics, shows the power of
simple, scalable pedagogy when sm.
bedded into siate systems,
These modals demonstraip that
India is nog short of solutions. The
Isurgency and resolva.
Today, investmesnt in childres aged
d-Gyears isless than 2% of what wn
imvest In children in middlo and se.
nior EmﬁﬁL W izt start inves
mioTe In theanganwadl system oy,
era the potential of childeen ia sh-
aped for the rest of thelr lives. Tf Wi
m this Vikzit Bharat Eoner-
n be the most i
5 capaile in oy
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-Equity, access

! WL RAMARAND

pross Indlas vasr and
diverse educational
lapdacape, & silene shafr
i# underway, but noe ane
of replacement or disnupiion al e,
With ocwer 2580 milllon snadente in
schoole and marny moee in higher
I I:ﬂ,;:;m[l;.tl] i Ump}y:-:a]
m o0& will simphy enter
and iranslorm Indien educadion s
not Just simplissic: it's grosaby
ifeleading. 11 beldes & complex
realiby - as Al enlers e snsyarem,
India’s many sducation sysrema
will aleo ghape B 1o recusn. Thikis
ngt a story ol pechapiogy replacing
traditban. It is one of moaal
engagemens that is Bl cantextmal,
and necessarily adaptive. ;
Unilike im masy counizies. [niis
does por have one singular edicaron
Ayacean, U learmdng SpAces range
feom expenaive private schooks in
metrepolitans [ governieni-run
villape clsasrooms; from digital- fest
urtan univeraities b informal kocal
kncwidedge hubs, La--.:l;u1 of H’."',ﬁ
regpond s differeniiy o changs,
Alwill be na Comseuerthe
Al will notdeliver auniform nmpact
and mug be designed 10 respood
to Indiss ploral cealites, Just &
car classragms are diverss, so ol

will e the ways A1 s sdopt=d and

“
Cliohadhy AZis ey rpbdly inegraed
Inmy education sysbems 1 prepas
students fee an anceriain fobere
Aceriding 1 e Workd BEoonomic
Foma, esily 4 0 per cent of core joh
akills wrw epected o change in the
ekl e yeacs. Conseqoenthy, Al
liveracy it beodsming 48 Enpartant of
i bl block s mssckng e s reetic
It nok ordy abonrt usieg technol
bol also aboul teiving i a weocld
incensihvely shaped by it o 1his
coniext, India camnot affom o B
Hirweer, our st e niofed
it the urderstanding that any
Al-foredueation straiegy must mimor
il diversiy, decererallztion, and
dymamiann of Incian ecucation ilsel.
Iewdla slresehy has chebeginnings
of asuppontive policy envionmenl
inthe shepeolthe Notonal Educalion
Policy (WEP) 2020, Howewer, [0
truby succesy, these effons need
o fitdifferent bocal coonexns rulker
than be copbed the same way
pwirywhee
Thie real test is not whether AE
can suppoet aducation. It |s about
beorw AT will bz experienced acms:
Ericliz's ered vy [ emreryg el onmmen s
To pndersand los L Impact, we
meed o loak bevond teehnioal
polential azed focus on hana anadems

TeAcfers, and onmmunities sxuslly
UgE iU in everpdoy senings: Some
poagibilites like perscnaliped
learning and tescher support are
adealy shiwing promise. Thase,
1w, Nzl oo b e ped by the diverse
realites of Frdian qdul_au:l_j
oneof the most iventing ireas
Is personadized leaming, Is thewy

Cab flbor lessens 20 siudenty
pace, strengths, and l=arning gaps.
1o practice, this mn look very
dillerent deponding on the
environment. [n & pilot by NITI
Ao, Al-prrsnisid oing had 1
A 40 per cest improvermenl in
Pearning milcoemes Ty iemifying
arkd pddressing individual peeda
¥er, the impact of sach wnals ina
ruralscho with Imissd conneriiviy
wesTRkes &N uran private insticulion
with pech- staff will vary. &
prersonalized tm. must alss
b cnnpexi-aware.

Equally impostart is how A 1=
reshaplng the role of leachers
Across condexts, educalars ace
moving bevond h&ing
concent-deliverers G BECOMIRE
mrscerperes, Macibinion, and oo-leanmers,
Al can inke owver admisSsEaiee
risks Uik prading or gitaradance,
freeing wp teachers (o foeis oo
anedent i crilléal i,
and emotlonnl suppar, Aut this

STATESMAN (P-7), 20 SEPTEMBER 2025

mustbe part of Al education

tranafinraia thov caniied e bop-down.
Teachers must have the sgescy b
shape how they use these nools in
e imigueconiexts In nmukiingual
clessmai, for example, imchers
iy refy on Al powiped canstation
or s (ool b sappeet ther

bsaching.

Quishle schoods, higher sducecion
and lilkg | srming are s being
esimagined. Al s making soalinucus
lnin:imnremr:m}lt. especinly
thag self-paced modules in
regional | eE. Cimsernmen
Eribti gt Lk “Al foc All" arealendy
exprurEngdApkal eracy so boomie
auilesaoes, Monsrkeless, it izl
en eecall rhir che meseption and
etfecriveness of soch programs
dapend on inlrastrochece, cakuml
attitudess mrd exigling pedagogical
sradithos: i dife e eamTTRTECEEL

Thia hligs us o the mesr cricizal
T (Y B Rocrss.

o nod enaer 0 neoiral fiekd his
impaze Is ghaped by. and can
relmfocoe, existing ineqqosliries
Exudents withoy felable inreree
ordevines iy I:-H:I'rl:hl:.drtpﬂﬂ:i
thae digital divide, Al cools train

om blgsed oo Bevived daca sebs many
disidvnntege cerain linguistic,
soinl. of peglonal W e
plrendy seeing Al being i 0o
pramslaze complex enginetsing

comen Inea Indian languages, b
e must 2o furthes B hsios oo
B built inbo the Sesmdation, mm
Edched] a8 an after

To mitigars ihise rsks, sthiml
oversightand Incal governance an:
wital, AL in educacion musc be
acgnintible, and s design and
EM?MIT mugl be transpanmi

uﬂum.muunﬁ.dnﬂm

policymakers, and pven stu
riuier b it of shaping o these
ponls ervphve, Endsa’s ofsslion
transfomsation witl nor ceme fom
importing read ymade selutions. It
willl negpaimy co-Cre ling. ysieTe
rhat recognize e diversiny of
learnars and empower reachers o
adapt tools meaning fully.

Uit he Al in Liklemoducation
i hea Hﬂéz"ﬂrirﬂﬂﬂmﬂ

EFRETE

m“ﬂ shape them 'I'IlFi:
dymamic exchamge, ioobed in beaa’s
dlisseraily, bo-a g LanL screngin
Hovecomibine innowvacion with Incal
inslghs, Iodia’s classrooms n
bermre modets of alaptie i,
and fubsse-reddy leaming. A1 will
el L oo e dngaiom o us: we
will ahnpe they crasslormuarion
wrgethie, wich care and eomesi

-:II'-: wad b Misccrr Crmict ol ol By
e S v | ek | 4

-
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CHALKS TO CLICKS

We have EdT
1S it the right

capital is key, and earty childhood education can
nﬁey the highest returns.
profits across India are decentralising
education using tech & innovation

e Ashish Dhawan

il ey i et b roidy &0 e L e
B i ol edak ber TUT, ) Lhis gsies
[ TR AT, W T L 1] ST A E T rp—
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bor ol wud e icke L st | [ chama -
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Fea1 T Wil G Froman ol sephoe gis ey
Elga re B LEsdsiriar in aardy chibkyd
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investing in human
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What is the best time to take examinations?

i paper pubished on July
2, 3025, by Carmeldo Vicar
rio e al., citled *Timéng
Manerd Scademic asiees-
mend changes throughout
the day* in jomrnal Fron-

tivrs dn | e
gl A anplvais Ak
demnic perfosmamce of over

[, 552 studenis across
[ealy, The stody finds char
thee: time an whieh they take
thelr examinstion maiers.
Bxaminations  conducted
beerweeen 1f am and 1 pm
waere found boo ofler wery
g pegulr, with those -
ken at aroumd nodn belng
L Lest, while thase con-
ducted between & and 9
am gnd herween 2 and 5
pm  threw up  pocner
reElE

‘The fiming af crtical de-
chions can thus ave Tar-

magching  corsequences.

Thie success race followed a
el muree with & pesk o
neew, That is, (et was po
significant difference in the
chance of passing the sx-
am If oeve sar dor i ax 15 am
o | pamn, b chie chanees of
passing were lovss 1 che
exam wid laken al B or 9
am or at 3 or 4 pm, The
chamce of

wqquivalent in the 'E'i.l.'hl'
moming amd In the lane
affemoon.

“These findimgs  hawe
wideranging  Implica-
tioms” Prod, Alesghs A
nanit af the University of
Bologna and 2 co-sathar of
Pho sty gl

el e, b
g
cearlogked  In declslon:
maldng contexfs, A S0l
tly but sgrificandy shape
the outcams of Migh-slakes
evRlatione"?

Although the stody did
nod jdeni®y fhe mechan
isms behind this patiern,
the peak in the number of
s passmy At fididay
Is conststens witls evidence

that cognitive parirmande

HINDU (P-12), 21 SEPTEMBER 2025

Chpdents” falling energy el coild lesd wa dimindsaisg s,
somprambing their perlanmanoe. © Mul irar

imgroves over the oourss
of the moming befiore de-
cining during the after

T,

Srudents” Glling sneTEy
Tewels coukd lead o dimin-
ishing focus, comnpromls-
ing their performance

Profisssors might aled expe-
rence  decksion  [dgoe,
causing them o grede
angwer  Epers  more

I'.'Ii:i|:|:|.'.|.l'h.i.hr POOTEr -
sults earfier in the doy
codik] b down to comper-

‘ween mertia:

img choromotypes, or baxly
ll:'lul:'l:. Feople in Ihd.rnf;&
20s are
:?'-.ill.:. whille people in their
a0s ar more eed o he
mermning Jarks, The anr
chenis thus mighe alse show
cognitne
performance ar a dme
when the professors are
miel aleit,

“To coumbesact tome-of
clay effects, stodeni= maght
heneht froen sramegies Me
ensuring  [good]  quality
sleep, auaiding scheduling
Impctant exams diiricg
personal Clow'  periods,
amd taldrg menel hreaks
before porfofnan o ks
O, Viekri, of the Unisess-
& of Muessina i Italy, sog-
el

“For e e o, gl
Img Enoreding aessiond or
clisfering ey assessments
in the habe moming may
mprove ourconies”™ Bl
moe research ik needed o
Tilly understand ihe o
tors that comtribuce o e
tniaenca of thae oo ol ey
o6 deademie performance

and s develon ways 1o #n-

T e

Aiire ke ARSERRTEnE.

“While we  conmmolid
for exmn difficuliy, we
ant entdrely exclude oth-
e ummeasaured Gcioms”
sabkd Mol Sassdmo Moo
ciardli af s Unkwrairy of
Melesing mod 3 senicr Bl
o e coukdn't accets de-
cadled student- or examin-
ar-level data such as slesp
hahis, smess or chrono-
trpe. Thin i wiy we 0
romrage Tollew=ip andies
usirg phvsiological or be-
havioiral measures &0 an-
cover  the mderlying
mechaniims.”

While this ressarch woas
T Dy, the findimgs may al-
30 gppiy In Indla, when
spadenls appear far many
enrance  exams, which
wre rypically held during
b diytima, with morming
and affETnion e s,

Far example, the Came:
man Unbversity Erdrance
Test [CUET) Is comdisceed
i1 owen Skole A 90 any and
36 pm. If we go by the la-
Tan eample, the slobs are
hester Off heing ar 8-11 am
and 122 pm. ""1l -
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Sustainability education for green jobs

Education today stands as India's unfinished bridge between promise, purpose, and practice

TEAM AGENDA

The 7th International Conference on
Sustainability Education (ICSE), heid at
the India Habitat Centre in New Delhi,
came at a cruclal moment With the
world racing against climate deadlines

and youth struggling to find meaning-.

ful employment, the theme —
Sustatnabilicy Education for Green Jobs
—struck a vital chord. India is position-
ing ltselfas a global leader in renewable
energy and sustainable practices, yet the
reality of green jobs still feels like a
distant goal for many.

Union Minister for Environment,
Forest and Climate Change, Bhupender
Yadav, opened the conference with a
message both urgent and hopeful.
“India is taking rremendous strides to
shift from fossil fuel dependence to
renewable energy sources,” he said.

ICSE has become a crucible of inno-
vation where ideas are shaped into prac-
tical solutions. This year's theme on
‘Green jobs' underscores the urgency o
equip youth with the skills needed for
a green economy. "We must align edu-
cation with employment [0 ensure our
development remains in harmony with
the planet” adds Pradip Burman,
Chairman of Mobius Foundation.

India stands as the third-largest pro-
ducer of renewable energy globally. But
without widespread adoption of sustain-
ability education, our growth will srall.
Education remailns key to accelerating
Progress.

At present, the green [obs ecosystem
in India remains fragmented, While
demand is growing in sectors such as
salar installation, green construction,
sustalnable agriculture, waste man-
agement, and circular economy solu-
tions, the supply of trained profession-
als lags far behind, Most graduates
remain unaware of opportunities in the
green sector, and vocational training
programmes are still limited in scope
and accessibility.

In rural and semi-urban areas, aware-
ness and infrascructure to support
green skills are especially |acking. Policy
afforts have intensified over the last few
vears., The Ministry of Environment,
Eorest and Climate Change, along with
NITI Aayog and the Ministry of skill
Development and Entrepréneurship,
has introduced initiatives aimed at
integrating sustainabillty into education

and training systems. The Natienal
Education Policy (NEP) 2020 highlights
environmental awareness, experien-
tial learning, and vocational readiness
as priorities. Yer, implementation
remains patchy, with a
disconnect beoween natlonal goals and
local execution.

Private and non-profit actors have
rried to fill che gap. Foundations such as
Mobius have launched programmes
that link education to real-world sustain-
ahility challenges — especially in under-
served areas. However, such efforts,
while impaceful, are still not operating
at the scale required te meet India’s
climate and employment targets. What
is clear is that sustainability education
is no longer optional — it is central to
econamic resilience. Withour a struc-
rired framewoark to train youth for
emerging green industries, India risks
falling behind not just in climate targeds
but also in providing secure livelihoods.
As automation and climate-related dis-
ruptions threaten conventional jobs,
the green sector could become a pow-
erful employment engine — if properly
supparted.

The future of green jobs in India
depends on three critical shifts. First,
education systems must align closely
with market demands. Curricula across

._h

schools, colleges, and skill centres need
to include green rechnologies, sustain-
able development practices, and entre-
preneurial training. Second, access
must be equitable. Rural youth, wamen,
and marginalised communities must be
included in this transition through tar-
geted outreach, scholarships, and com-
munity-based training models. Third,
industries must actively collaborate
with education providers (o ensure a
sready flow of job-ready professionals
and innovalors.

Events such as ICSE signal growing
recogniton of these needs. However,
recognition must lead to reform, India
has the potential (o lead not only In
renewable energy production but also
in building a workforce that powers the
green economy. That leadership will
depend on how quickly the gap
between promise and practice is
bridged. As the global climate clack ticks,
the pressure oo act is undeniable.

The idea of a green jobs reality can
no longer remain a policy slogan. It must
become an everyday opportunicy — for
students in classrooms, for workers in
training centres, and for communities
looking [0 Erow sustainably.
sustainabiliey education must rise from
conferences and reports to become a
transformative force on the ground.

ﬁ"’lt’ﬂ"u //"


Admin
Typewritten Text
PIONEER (MAGAZINE -4), 21 SEPTEMBER 2025

Admin
Typewritten Text


letcon fresh |
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reaching Englisdh se thiar
studemis could fech En
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FAnTE
Tradtamal Humanires

disdiplines  ncredsisgly
dizzance themaehes frem
the “Humaniies™ label.
Rirdled STSes seake chuoi-
heailin ~ wndes  Social
Fremtwei, ik 00 e lanoam as
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Need for Empirical

Humanities

The English Studies curricnium must explore rechnol
humanising porential and offer paths toward crite
inquiry and progressive human reform
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ndlia has the fourth highest
rumber of PhD graduates
globally, according to the
Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development, A
number of these students come
from regions where universities do
ok ave the resources to
subscribe to journals. A PhD
siudent has 1o read hundreds of
papers and books o complete
already suffer resource
constraints, and get a stipend of
F20,000-35,000, be asked to |
spend $20-3 000 F17 MH-2.64
lakh) to access a paper onfing?
This canmot be the norm. |

Blocking access to knowledge

In August, the Delhi High Court
ordered the blocking of free access
sltes — SciFub and Libgen. This

: uw a debate over the rights |
of sudents and the scientific
community, particularly in the
Global South, in accessing
kmowledge. The sites were blocked
on grounds of copyright |
infringement, based on.a plea filed
by three of the biggest academic
publishers in the world, which
commer 40% of the market.

Arademic publishing is a |
bysiness where publishers ey niot
Create comient or reviees §Ts
quality. Instead, they benefit from
the free labour of the research l
community, which is pald forby |
taxpayers or student fees. In short, |
mkti-billion dollar COMpanies are
ahle to block access to scientific
kmowiedige to the vast majority of
the world.
30, who is committing the real |

theft? A 2021 study published by

e Jorormnal of Scleniometric

Rezoarch found that India |
accounted for 8.7% of the total
download requests on SciHub,
amounging o over 13 million, in

2017, Of these, 19% were related m
tha medical and health sciences, |
Acvess o such information alkows
studenis and professonals w

build on existing knowledge and |
cqsmm.a&irm lheirl liocal neeqsiu
regions plagued by inaccessibility |
and de it in CE ST -

O THe b e Ty
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Breaking the academic paywall

Expcutive Directar,
M5F Sauth Asia

Sclence Is
already
produced as o
colleciive

EXETCISE; It must

T rouengeninecd ns

1 T gy .

has witnessed the painful health
realities of countries in the Global
South. Overburdened systems are
unable to meet the growing needs
of communities that are often
underserved in the face of
systemic paps, climate disasters,
and violence, Medicine is mot
absofuse; It evolwes with the world
around us. As owr environment
changes, our bodies adapt, and
organisms evolve, the healtheare
sector demands constant
innovation, research, and deaper
understanding of grownd realities
to deliver the best practices and
ireatment plans.

MEF teams, especially those
reatng patients with
drug-resistant TE and
antimicrobial-resistant HIV, have
seen how disease patterns can
avnlve and shatter remote
communities. For best results,
health experts must work on
complex freatment plans,
customized o the patent's needs,
which differ depending on cost,
severity of Infecrion, geography,
malnourishment, age, and
co-morbidities. The fact that
raa-thirds of TH cases are

from eight coumntries, all
in the Global South, where
patients are struggling to access
effective treatments that are at
least a few decades old, means
fighting these diseases is 3 marter
of equity and justce.

Like medicine, knowledge
should never be a luxury
commodity. Currently, corporate
forces overwhelmingly gatekeep
soientific knowledge — whether it
is in increasingly corporatized
universides, or through
corporate-funded research and
journals, The primary motive is
profits, and the resultant practices
are ownership of human
knowledge within patents and
intellecmal property rights. This
exchisionary system [as & narrow
understanding of what knowledge
15, Universitbes have starped
seeking out researchers who have
already published papers in
well-imown journals instead of
sl re sl ot Beneiis e

e LN -

In addition 1o advocating for
Open access, it is also important to
recognise the knowledge gathered
by grassroots communites, The
Global South is otherwise often
treated as an exofic held site for
researchers from the Global
Morth, There is gross
under-representation of
researchers from the Global South
in authorship; they are typically
reduced to field assistants, while
the so called ‘cerebral” work iz
relegated to those from the Global
Morth. This iz particalarly
concerning as issues in the Global

South are conceprualised under
Global Morth-centric Engeage,

Collective efforts

The Global South iz
disproportionately impactad Ty
increased protectionism, violence,
climate disasters, displacement,
imaccessibility, drug resistance,
and more. These challenges
demand collective efforts from
ROVETTITENES, innovators, and
health expernts. During the
COVID-S pandemic in 2021, 193
member countries of UNESCD,
including India, sdopted the frst
international framework on open
science, o make sclence
transparent and accessible and
enhance international scienthc
cooperation. However, just a few
years later, mudti-billion dollar
pubdishers continue to hold

- kmowledge &t ransom,

We are producing an artificial
searcity of knowledge, which is
otherwise an nfindte resource, a
commaons, Sclence 1% already
produced a5 a collective exercise;
it must be recognised assach,
Even research conducted in the
Global South ks inaccessible to the
people who participate in thess
studies. As a soclery, we need to
exert pressure on publishers and

governments to open channels for
easy access o schentific
information. [fwe are to have a
fighting chance at facing the
health implicatons of war, climate
crigis, drug resistance, and

mic inequities, wie must

rasancle Py waalfa aid SR
e Frws e s b msailedd s e AR TS,
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Trump's labest H-1Bomb, after his tar-
1T missibes, has beonght some "hope
springs abernal-walss owt ol the wood-
work, prociaiming that the US' result-
antkossof Indisn talent will trippera
‘peverse brain drain’ to Indis. At first
glance, that seems ogical enpuaph.

In theirarticles, Asmagarhar Armsri-
ca's Lioss Can Be India’s Gain' (BT, Sept
24y, former Infosvs CFO TV Mohandas
Paland Misha Hodla argoe that India’s
rale in the IT services industry woen't
e reduseed by the LS clampdosn, bat
cotild actially Geepen. WIth nearly
4,20 (0 Dl i stdents in the 155, res-
trictions om veork visas and career path-
ways should, in theess, redirect the
best minds hame.

Bui ihe 75! bess i undilehy to beln
din's gain. Instesd, beneflciaries will
be Camarda, Australis, Singapor:, Eu
mmand“ﬁtmhnmunh’]ﬁ. which
heve bt infirestructure and policy

spmme visa fees bo pitract top global ta
ent —the mdjr!d."tsalbu‘l w.ialtlﬂs. B
demics and digital exper

Unlike Chinese students, fanded by
theskate, Indian shadents areself-fund-
pd, irvesting over #lerod family mon-
e orloans The calcilation isclear:a
115 salary offers strong Rol. Returning

- ey |
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ForH “1Bed-OutTalent, What's Here?

£ el ks upsets thisequation. A falling
rupwen mmakies even & S120, 000 salacy in
Californialook atractive.
Thasame skiils in India vield higher
simass, slower growil, wessker salsty
rets and pooer quality al [ Chiness
studente are e o axperime

nt, Bt Indians, risk-sverss by necessi-

iy, find reverse migration economical-
by irratiomal

India’s work cudmire Is aksna detec.
rent. Corporates ave e foe] by anch.
abe hierarchles, mirmomanagemenl,
medlocrity and 8 barn-o-Spm, si
dars-a-weel m-offlce woek calhure dog
ma KPLzshow blas tewards obedlen-
ceand incrementalism, There's no
Boverues o brunoovaitlomn and rew prodiscl
development.

Unless risk-talcing |s revranded, hibe-
rarchles Gattened and fallure enipoar-
&ped —as in San Francioon, Tel Aviy
or Helsinki —disroptive Innovation
will be efnaive bn India. Add to this
jnbiles rehurness, along with growing
damestic unemployment,

mmmmumnﬂ:hrmm I‘Itl.lm

Qunlity of Tifs compoands the chal-
lange Add divishve pelides, shor-term
populizm and retrogresatve research
dressed upas ‘natonal duty', and the
miisakipnment betweon individoal am-
biticn snd natomnal trajecicery becom:-
o5 clear Brainpower thuhes whers
sysinmsanabba i Indda’s systemssdil
Inrgely suffocabe it

Irelin boasts L 0-plns universities and
ai Wbplus colloges, producing over 10
mn graduates annualty But qualloy?
Galetal renkings slude Indian instine
Hesns diue fopoor cutput standards In
Bufalk Lash e, 7 SL000-plus shudents
wenlabroad, Eling 50 bnwith them
L‘ngmlmal:ﬂgim%}muhuﬂnm
patttiveneas, but prefirnsd reguladory
oantrols and cronylam, resulting in
tinis peor stake Here's wihal other coun-
triesdic;
= Chinea (aoed 8 smilar swdis thres
decanss ago. Beiling coremitted ovar
3350 b amenandly o hilghesed. Todsy
Chinesa aniversities feabuss in global
rankings, and its R&D evoaystem fuelks
leadership in AL semiconduciers and
aialech,

b Singapore created aoos-
mapeditan hubwith stmng
IF protections, worlddass
rUvers e amd pred bt
alle palicy

b Tgral tiar rsed searelby
info abundance through
heayy fnves et in pes
erch, emvtrepre

and commercialisstion

T

fagmented — inmabetion centres at
II'Ts, peartered corporaie indtiatves
ardd Nassoom swarde. Each isvaluab-
I, bt insaiictent without an cverar-
chuirp vision and execntion.

Thehaed truthe Indis's o o
exposed bo glohal systens, mebarn to
fnd Uittle space to appdy those lessons,
Arademiesystems remain exams-dri-
verL Labaur arhitrageand services,
nid prodacd innesvation, deminate In-
itla I, Palicymalosrs remain reac-
tve, chiassing electoral cycles rather
mﬂ?ﬁnﬁ:rm visiom. l]mrr?ilﬁﬂn

alften compromitss, se fiar
h:laledm?ep peld .
ey wnirs battling sy
s i,

Mesrwhile Canadr, Anstraifs Geor-
mnarny and the LAE are opening their
dotrs wider, Post-shady-work visas,
polden visas, Iaat—mdt
restidency and talent poli-
t:5e5 meakon them naun-a.l mmngmeds for
talent Wocked by L&lﬂmfgmhnn
Hatiorally shuden s will choose these
dessiinarions over Indla.

Inddia can conrse-pormect, mavkes in g
tecsade Silicon Valley teaches risk and
caipital, Ching shows the power ol paid-
et state imvestment, and rael proves
Eesreiby can spark ingerbty For Ind-
&, three reforms are non-tepotiable:
G Rebuilding universities into plaba)
conberdders,

& Reswiring work culfure o reward
rlal over chedinnios,

0 Helenagining policy withloogterm
vialons besvarsd politics,

Without thise, Tndinn mlentwill Nse
o everyrathems but homa'.

The witer & oo fumadar
ety Trendirnne Fovr Do artboey

Mj“iﬁ..:' .
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" HB's new $100k entry cos
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£ Wiy young Indian

[ ]

DATA POINT

hie TLE, poommmeent's latess

Vigmwh BEadhakrishnan
diecision L4 impose 3 ane-

T e $800 000 fee of bey

HIR wigh applicaticns — a steep
Jump from the cirrent fee of o few
thousand dodlars — fx Hoely to
foamg Indan women applicants
the hardess, acrarding o data
H-1BE wisn workers “Fmﬁlmﬂ.
nanily imake, in FY24, among werk-
ek appraved for comtinming their
fobs fexbending ar changing cheir
o), T were men and anly 26%
were women (Chart 1) Among
workers approved far inicial em-
plovenent, 37% were woenen, This
indicates that while men histors-

cally dominated the pood of BB

holders, wamien are catcking up s
thair ghare i relatively ligh aiong
fressh applications, A the new fee
targeis mew a . WO
rospEcts ok
Al e annisl sslaries samed
oy for those seeking Enitinl employr
ment through the H-B roale ane
e 1o, Far instanoe, 15 e
Ene up 100 H-1E beneficiaries ap-
proved for imital eciglayment @
Fyaud, che hotom quarher 25t
easmed about 37000,
the micklle warker (S0th perean-
tike) earned $97.004, and the top
qaarter (75th percentile) earmned
around 31,300,000 or  mose,
Amceg omtinuing workers, the

quaTE

§1,00,000, the i dile-range salary
was $L,32,000, and the top quanter
varreed abive 1,65 000 (Chart 2

W e e vim cerRl DOmULIE
iy et or even all af the workers'
amnual pay, sponsceing milial em-
ployment beneficiaries may be:
come soonomically unvishle fr
employers. Thig ralses guéstions
aboul the fuvare of the HAB pro-
pmlrr-:-r new entrants. For iJ:
sance; if @ com SIS
W huuml:;?r::ﬁnm In
thae first year will Far exceed chit of
SupfITing il worker
seeking contimued esnployment.

Tl Empact will be partiodarky
felt an wommen benehelaries,
they genemally earn liss than men
i the H-1E programme, sspeclaly
ir the homom purter of workers,
HWHEUFLMH-[HMMM
Whi were approved for inidal em
ployment i Y24, the bomom
cuirter ol women earmssd aboii
1,000 compared wikh the
$HO,000 thar maen earned. &1 the
median  level, women e
FMO000, whie men cared
5000, In the cop quarnter, wo-
men eamed §1,25,000, while men
earned 51,31,000 (Thart 31, Across
all percentiles, women H-E work:
rd damed Jees than men, wiich
ke if an even tougher choice
for emplovers to them.

This pendiar drew I8 o pro-
moamced

e counirie. Por listanes, Fwe
examirss Incdia and China alone,
wiich logether Beopunsed e K%
ol the béssBeiirad in Frld, fhe
gender skew jsevident in Indisnn
not in China {Chart 4,

Thie bagrdan, of Ehe pEw fea alin
falls hemily on yousges appli-
Em.pl.rnrull.l'l:.' WO, AN
warmien approved for new ok in
Fy2d, 75% were under 55 years of
age, compuared with 65% of men
T riiaac the enery costwill hit 8
lasger shire of women who are be-
giceing thesir careers {Chart 5.

Amorg women approved for
niw Employment o FY24, $6%
hadd completed & Master's degree,

| compared with coly 39% of men.
| The share of women with 2 Bache-

iors degres akmw Wi lovweer. AL
thir doctorate mnd profesioaal le
vals, the derence [Mrmesn men
arsl women was niglgisde. Since
the paw fez applies enly (0 Rew pe-.
ftioaers, |t impact women
e h{’ﬂlﬂﬁm_'humr
educational gualibcstions relethe

6L
Whills imuch aof the Ib:l'tﬁlj-ﬂl
raders ro BHE benebeiaries & gen-
sl ghie pichure i lugely shaped

whio made up #U% of
EE Female andd 5% olihe male he
: in FY24,

re
e 1

women are most at risk

The impact will be pardeulary felt by wisinen HAB beneficiaries as they generally eam Jess than men

Slamming the door on young women
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society is already in the making. Education, inno

Quarcer of & cenmury m the thind mallennliem
v rade it amply clear o one and all: things
are galng ba charge fas faster in the neat guarer
than in the firel itwould be pretoy prudent mar
41 '-Tl-lk_E army guess abolr the et twol These
are also the dmes of the Erbanase grandifachers,
who are fartunate enough to be with their
grandchildren — poing paga on how their
young orses, wha are so brisant, knowledge alde
and skilled| Thess are also the tmes of recip-
rocal earning. Thunfammarely |oses | reevance
n the timses ol nsclear families. The mfcemation
society has mansittaped oo knowledge sodiedy,

Some walld =iy the transiGon b the wisdom

sochety has already negun) Fine, that 1s acoepi-
ed, bur the fecnis now is oo the soquisition of
excellence in education, Fearning and s&ill
acquisstion. Recadl the dayyal'STD Baoths These
were grabbed with expecred enthusizam,
expanded fast, became popular, and vanéshed
withour awhimperd The depression and dejec-
tan It rased amangs: the majority of those who:
kad ll‘JIEl!'P{Eﬂ har they could spemd a likklime
in this pooupation has not been — o my
kmowledge — srudied in depdh and detail.

Thee prasitive EWBHEIHMU‘.IFEH[ fimes & that
the education podices in particular and polices
in general &re pow explicidy focussed on life-
|I:II!|,E [2arning. Innowaikons, sell-dependence
through state-assisted iniliatiees. There are very
cm:n:lun,ging ingtances al individuals with
ideas, imagiration and initiathe, sugmented by
the bubbling curbosity, nurbured creativity and
susfaimed commitment, who hove indeed
became job-givers instead of jph-seekers.

This, howsewer, i nat all thae could Geline the
wharld befare ghse young of the 2is0 century, The
workd before them is becaming inoreasingly
comiplag, éommpaticive, nsensitve, and mast
ivpaatandly, in-ootesive, Bull ol distruse, and the
debilitkting adbeErence to the befief that com-
pelition o geserate more and mare fatal
wWeApOng i the only way 1o treate 2 peaceful

Al ot e wnd | 08 The youmg of boday, the mili
leminkals, oi U GODETALIGN 7 ane makdn g naws
Anine nabure od fndian strugigie far bndepen
Agncs vad ankdjed, S0 was the genesls of tha
srudent apitaniont in posk-independ e ndisl
in 1974, & loratised prodest against ihe rising
mess lees halfomned (o a state-wide agitation,
waunieman Andodan’. i recefved [l |:|I,H:|||I:
LupparT, with its horizans exiended io imchude
public resentment against cormption, unem:
ployment snd rise in prices that had impacied
the lives of practicaly the maprity af he
people. IS suecess in getting fhe state nssem:
nly dissolved and the cheel ministor unseatid

PIONEER (P-8), 23 SEPTEMBER 2025

Concerns confronting the young of today

From an information-driven society, humanity has transitioned inta a knowledge society, and many would argue that a wisdom

The Dioneer

[ SINCE 1845 |

TWD BASIC
FRIMCIPLES MUST
BE STRICTLY
ADHERED T,
THOSE M POWER
MUST CREATE
FORUMS FOR THE
WOUNG T
EXPRESS, ANALYSE
AND INFER, AN
SYMCHRONISE
THEIR FOLICIES
ACCORDIMGLY,
WHILE THOSE OUT
OF POWER SHOULD
HOT FALL PREY T
THE LOFTY IDEAS
DF INCITIMG THE
YOUMG FOR
POLITICAL ENDS

| Tha mafbice ek 14
abizathan, sdifuan
| anky erdyockd cabeslen

. had bt bow
. A g wrriee e

n Ihe Poecn

vation, creativity, and skill acquisition now sta

i 1:-" ¥

led to & gimilar uprising in Bihar. (twas led by
the indomitable JP. Though & preceded the
dreaded 'Ergrgensy’, Iimpeded on 2520 June
15975, it eventually besd to the emergence af anm
Party, and unpmacedented uphaavals in post-
Indapendence [ndis There were bwo major
peubcomes in my views the success of tha Aght
againstcorruptlon, nepodsm, and twe destruc-
ian althe basic enets of democraoy by comupr
elemenss could b curbad, abalished and ban-
ished anly by the active supportaf the youthl
Thie |Fmesement was bed by & porson of unim-
peachable integricy, unparalleled cammiee
mient, ared support of the young, Undamenately,
mdsraltheyaung leaderzhip L"lll[_gre'r.l Lmdes
bdmi Fadled ba mainin even a minimom el
al such values and "puricy o poblic B, The
scenario in respect of values, memlsand ethics
in prubdic live declined o Sisch baw levels that
Aszam wias being Aocded by the East Pakdstanl]
Bamgladeshis, with fall connhvance of leaders
of wnll4omarn policical outhi.,

They were settling them in places of their
chalce, detarmdnad by Intessive mathamasi-
cal calculations with next electons In mind,
The names mentiched included state and
Unkon myindscerst It was ransfeeming nod
only the domography of Assam, but became
a serioud danger to L5 age-ald traditions ard
cubtuze.  One vividly recalls the great launch
nf the Asoim Gama Parshad an Doioher 13-14,
1985, &l ol them university students, They could
mabilise pecple’s support throwghout the
srake, and the agitation that followed ked mthe
downdall of the state Government, and a gha
ricus wicrary af fe pascent palitical aulfi

Itwas a greal phenomenen in the political
Nlstery of Indla. 0n both af thase oecasions,
e f-ullure:'l.-muan'mumume' o P
ol the allstenents of powier, a sune rec P far
ERfiEra tlFIE, I E{RTET AMONESE even the
_‘&I-iunthtﬂ'{ll‘ friends and |_-{|||Eag|_|!=_ M5 LSt
Invarlaly desizoys d-"'rl'lﬂlll'-hql'. Recall the
wiorld before the 20+ year olds aler indepan-
denoce, Bnd that befare the sare ART Eroup
maturing up in the first quarter of the 714
Cencusyl The challerges are 5o dilferen One
belonging Lo st set — lke yaws truly — had

high hopes fram the then leadershigy; men asd
wamen of bigh character and sacriice. The fr-
bunade ores in olleges and universities wers
sune b gRE |, full faith in the honasty
of the recruitment agendcies and individuh
manning tnstiturions ard recnaltment aen-
cieg, no one had heard abaut paper leshage
mezfiag, of sobvers, orjobs for land and consd-
eraond The young and edisated of bodayan
diestined to suffer all of these, Irrespective ol
the Heciogical crientations af thase in power.
Thie young of taday are mosthy restess, mmoer
mim and worrted, 5 moest of the leaders @
roday are just s study in conorast o thar ofthe
Imitial years of independent india. 1 is 2
moumey from total sacrifice bo acounmilano,
scmumalation and mofe sicamulation. The
recent events in Bangladesh and Mepal haw
waken up poliians globally far varied
reasons depending wpon which side of (e
political speconim they are. in fact, there s e
mering unhappiress amangst the young n
several coundries, partscalarly in Earops,

The latest promst march in London has
argamic inks to the disconsenimen amongs
thee woush, particulanly m Saraps, as the defid
Eraphic changes are chreatening their cuirerd
and cobesion — 2nd (e developing counrE:
fodeepar in-depth analysis would indcame RRF
the immbgration poiicies have impacied ey
aspect of not anly the economic contours 2
the snciery in Severald nations: irhag alsodras
tically tramsformed the socio-culberal 5020
nareo praclically across every patianal bi:"-"-']
aryl Vislonary politician; and sducationis!
% Radhakrishnan had envisioned e i""‘fd'
quential changes on [hegmml-ﬂﬂk‘.ﬂ"d:‘
cautloned peaple some pight decasds 180
Unforunatily, thaugh pegphs & ul'll‘h"“-'"l_
the inositabilicy of the pnepeasing -
Bling, It s ot easy to ooy po bermas Wik T

T basic priniples my g he smctly o]
00, Thedse i Penver Miasg erpape farums o7 1
YOUNE fo express, anslyse 3nd infer. 2 8%
chrandse helr policles gepordimaty, Wk
those cut of pover sheuld nar fall poes o thi
lofty jdeas of inciting the youns B0
Poditical ends. ?-"" -
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fPriced Out Talent

he latest decision by Washington to Impose a

staggering annual charge on skilled-worker visas

marks a turning point in the global contest for talent,

By attaching a six-figure fee to each new application,
LhE E.ertﬂd Etatfs IE RE]‘HI]il'Lg a L'.]EEI IT}E'-SbEIEE thE d_ﬂ.:}!' Tl:mﬂiﬂﬁ
oper, h}[t only for those who can afford an entry ticket more
expensive than many college degrees. For Indian professionals
.l':md Lhe_ companies that rely on them, the consequences will be
immediate and profound.

For decades, the H-1B visa has been the primary channel
through which Indian engineers, data scientists, and other
specialists have entered the American work{orce. They have
filled critical gaps in sectors ranging from softwiare to
biomedical research, contributing to innovations that have
defined the modem economy,

The new policy, which requires companies to pay an
additional $100,000 every year for up (o six years, changes the
calenlus entirely. Hiring a single foreign professional could now
mean a government surcharge of more than half 8 million
dollars over the duration of a visa.

Large technology firms with deep pockets might grudgingly
absorb the cost for a handhul of exceptional recruits, But smaller
starr-ups and mid-sized firms, which have often mmed o
global talent p]'EtZJ'EE.'Jh'_'.-' becaustn? J_I:}' cannot find or afford local
wiorkers, will be pushed out o EAImE.

The policy thus risks transforming a merit-based pathway
into a privilege of the richest corporations, narrowing the
diversity and dynamism that have powered America’s
technological edge. For India, the stakes are high. The country
supplies the majoricy of applicants to this programme, and
countless families have planned their latures around the
prospect of working in the United States.

An abrupt escalation in costs will disrupt those plans, forcing
many to reconsider career paths and migration strategies.
Domestic companies that have used ElIIJS pﬂsﬂt:::lgks 51.5 A ua;ndﬁ

pnand for thelr best engineers may alsao re I m v
Eith ripple effects on salaries and recruitment here at home,

The irony is that America iisell may lose more than it Sains.
By pricing out promising minds. the policy invites l:-l}mp&lyfﬂ L)
move their msc:hih centres and development hubgs o maore

wleaming jursdicions.
i Eﬁ!ﬁ?ﬁfjmm Canada to Singapore have been waiting for
such an opening, ready to offfer com petitive visas and stable f

chways to permanent residence. I talent is indeed the ol o
he rwenty-first century, the United States is choosing (o (X (e
aell until it runs dry, almost as ifit were a bankrupt economy
Jesperate for funds and not the world richest country.

(ndlia must respond with both cantion and creativicy.
gugngﬁhﬂniﬂa pur own innovation BrOsYalem, st:'_EEI‘J'Jllﬂ[l‘lE
immigration for returning professionals, and forging
o rnerships with alternative desl-linaliunﬁ n::tmt;umuill ﬂ'lm:;?ﬁ'-’

v, The world's brightest minds will AWEL:
e 3j|.J ﬂgﬁ%ﬂﬂu builel their I.!FIEIH'IE. If America ralses 1‘[,
ﬁd?:?r:]r::i af entry so high, we should be ready w welcome ’7"}

cherm home.
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Inver‘se
equation

SUKANYA SARKHEL

mitla ie desding with a

diEturbing rise in sexual

wiolenoe, foivicg  many
womnen 10 slay al bome, siay
alenl, and stay out of johs. &
HNH shady by b scomomibal,
Tanika Chakrsborty, and
et Team argues that rsing
syl viclemcn ared Fallivg
femals worlhoree  pariscipe
mm fre directly Bnked. The
sidy sees sean] vickance
nerl fust &5 & crime bob a2
Wy al i WO,
keeping them afrald and limn-
iting thakr freedom. This fes
afects  evervday decisions:
'|'|'|'II'.4‘_.'|:I.I:I' bo fake a job, ride
public transpart, ar even go
o] witar dork.

A nafional shody fowesd
that in places whore crimes
like rape  abducbon, asd
idrmpping are high fewer
wizen are warking, sagrast-
mg that ihe frar of violenoe,
maile wedse Dy conservative
Famdly values, slops Women
frum warking. Sfudies Bom
tha Urdsedd Sinbes of Amarien
in the 1980= akso suppart this
idea. In [ndia, thas avesdancs
i @ 50 (ar that women drop
il e the warkfoeen altegeth.
or. Culbural expecintions also
iy a big role. In many Tumi-
lies, woanen sre tanght bofear
tha cuiside widd. Thely hogd-
ie& are the sibeaf Family "Hoa-
nur': sa Ay sk ol violenoe
aleo cazrries a social ooel,

[nilia’s problem with sex-
1eal icdence Look cenbre skage
alter L bnrnﬂcmrﬁll_‘-&!-ﬁli.n
2 i Delhl, According e
e Maticmal Crime Reccods
Huwreas, ciimes against
woanen |ave been plsing ower
ihe last decade, We have wit-
nessail mare such cams: tnal
wigpesed more public pro-
dsis Far justice snd stricker
Rarws agminst wam Elfﬁml
i 24, a d1-year e
the ILG, Kor Medical Collags
ard Hospilal was raped and
mvardered kil ghp Wwag on
duty. This year & lmw stu-
denl wae gaRgTaped A the
Sowil Calenta Law Collagn

days, In Mainlkal, a fpear-
old was adlacked by a Ti-year-
ald man. In Mizoram, & na-
tiomial-leve] coaeh waes coughil
sy ieeler alkleles. in
Ondiskes, 0 female collepe stu-
demt ool hor owis LS afler

Sukanya Sarknal s

being harassed by & lasddsr, o
tragely 5o extreme that =ven
Pregident Droupadi Murmu
wisited the hospdial Thasa
are niet isplabed sores. I']J.E_'.'
ralacl a largar patiore: vio-
fence and the sasiva lipar
ol it infinencn thowmy women
Tive and work in India, with
SEINS oonseguences o the
ntion's seonomy.

Betwean 20065 and X000
women's Libour fores pautick
matiom dropped sharpdy: from
FESY 1o 5% In rural Dadla,
and from 1TA% do LLES: in
urban aveas. This dechine
crmiinged (Frough the 2080,
For & osianiry chashiog KEh
SOOTOMIG ihis ia o
red flag. The Unfied Maotiors
srvs Lhat i womsn participat-
wl pqualy B (e weorklores,
Irwlia's GDT ooidd g by
0%, The fear of sleppicg oud
I= ot lipnibed tomaral or con-
servative families. Even In
ities, msny ediacaed women
barm o ot offers because
ey do not fes=l safe This
sheowws that patriarchy 1= still
ehagdn g reeadarn India

A ptepenfly  publisked
work by e eoonomist, Sofla
Amaral, and oihers looks 6l
I difTorent rypoas of police
palrols alfecied harassment
i Hyderabad diring M8
anid 2. They found thal
vigihle, uniforessd  pafrols
help reduce serime harnss
meivl, Bur ikis |5 not the case
fio milder, everyday Kinds of
harzasmenl bocauss  many
ollicers do nol ke micor
offesstns  socioumly.  Polite
tams wilh mere progressie
affihudns wore more affe-
mve, sbowling how mach po-
Ben mmindset mafiere Baber
traiming ts thus as importand
a5 hoolsan (1 gronnd

This irells us samelking
pig  Fighting  senml  vio-
lerce is niol just aboud b
ing siricier laws or holding
. I is abowl el

wnmén “thelr EreHlom.
The Proventon of Sexual
Haiassmans In the Workplacs
At looks grest on paper, bal
pften falls in practice, ol
jpals liks the SHeBax, an
coline  platform  EAnoged
by the mnistry of women
and chilld divelopeeni, has
mhe 3 dilfereren by mak-
g il easier to reporl alis:
I Ieelinn wausls ranl progTess,
mumen skould not e @
chooss erm%iﬂm:f e
oppar sy, BI)  WOEH
disoppear from Ehe  wocd-
Jaree, 1L o5 ot just o perseeal

+ i i
Joaa: I'“""mm?{tﬁuﬁ.;
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H-1B: When One Door Closes...

@ Trump will be sending more pain India’s way ® GOI needs to buckle up @ Help the talent iy mfk.
here build Al robotics, chips ® Help young Indians hit by Trump’s student visa cuts find non-US paths
to get serious skills ® Learn from the transformative Make in China 2025 programmae

Amil Gupla wark, ihe Trump administration is arguing ihat recogrilsing that symbolism and opiics mean LG 1o

American companles ghould be hiving workees whie  American gavi.

i st e ot s A e bl
LoverJernl hirings do itle i wast pois kals

Eo Pl ey o Spwhat GO needs todo is pecognie that ik bass major

The decisicn to slap a 300,000 fee G
Ametlean companies who hire a new i .
H1E viga empliyes = & vietory for  further that goal. Bud hiring somepoe whis G acieve
the MAGA crowd and alen for olher & hraakthrough insay battery technalogy will. profilem on hand and leok ar alternatives.

= Ampriean conservatives who do nod & Thecountry dess best whan itfacesa crisle Allar
want 1o see Indlan woroers being  Whatindkass need to sndersiand the tiE war serious defence planning ook place and In

Whils caciil prefepenmesand techoological stracegy 1980 the coundry undertook sipnificant eonomic
: 2 __,  refarme. Blew Dielhd I not in s bad a predissmen

today hut itshowld take e opporhand {7 to make
major reforms.

Cme such sbep would be to use the now
awailahle Indian talenl domestleally towork on
Al robobics, and chipmonodfschire. Learn Briom
e Chinesa whose Make in Chinn 2083
prograknime has led 1o sl th-genaration Nghier
jeis, robat tanks, cell phones that match the
iPhome, laser weapons, and slectric vehiohss
1hat are ennsidored heftar and chaapes than Tesla

Drwag [he yeare there Bivs besn claime of
making Indigenous compuiers, cell phones, dand
mn altermative to Whats App in India. Mone have
‘bornefnadt. But i India s going tokave 8 alilbed
Inhour forms that cannot leave the coumtry if i
ek Lo T B bechoologioal misiarbwe to gadnfally
S iy thess workers,

# Finally, how many Hmes dosa the Trmp
sdmindsiraticn have to lake & touph sano
agalnet Indla for the mandarins n New Delhito
rralish (hat the bwo coantries arenot going tnga
Dol b bisiness as nsual?

spart from the HAB 1ssun fhere bs the el
that stodent wisas have besn cut by 50% and
‘Trump is now talking of bringing in 00,000

© Uhmase sixlends. New Dethi can respond by
T of s’ ) '.:i negotinting with Moscow and Belfing, as partof

F : i P o ! | - Exlcs, o et mare Indian stodants inio compuien

alrgady [n e coisy K pIosmE TN gar sk W S3E wesgineer ing, and medicalovrses in Russiaand

'@ Secnndy sameed theworkdoneby BB visaholdsrs  may be driving the Tramp administration’s attlons,  China Their schocks provide 4 lirst-rate education in
will be ot etroed to Indian back offices, although the  whatare the implicsibons foc Indsa? these areas amd iff the grad is bo traln the oo gersrazionof
Trump odminisfraiion will likely bax chat process @ Ooe olbvions cotsoquence i st (hoso in Indln,  Indians then m'““‘-'n'mﬁ'."'“t“d”“'

Empiloyment, tharafors, will increase inlsdla, whichis  hoging for a Trump U-tum should pecogniss that is Those going atroad will have to understand i
Eadforthe |:-:Ir|:|.r.I.T:|' g wilinos alfildhepepirationaef  unlikely to happen. A sectlom of the Tndien medla,  new studying abocad ar soeking g.hm.a?ﬂ ks mo Mngar
1B aesters, whowish bo emigrate. diplomssls, scademics, and poliboland desgorately  goimg o be aneasy ficststep tocit inaneh ip. But they can

..rnm:ﬂ_-g'nmmmi:rhmmmhﬂmﬁ hepes for (Rings to ga back o mormal io the US-India gain the skills io becoms work beabers.
hire only a1 1be highest kovel of the H-AB seale, whichis  relationship Thess HW'HJ'EFPZ‘I'W wno ""'m"”]:'ﬂl-'m' Thewriter 15 & S ik Falloea o the Madiooz! fnsréiure Gi =
theat of eperts, Witk Al nowdcingmuchof (heanteydevel  when Trump wished bodi happy Birthdey not  [DeterrenceStudies VS Wirwrarepermmnal oo s

prnplosad in 125,

Ty think, as the conservative Wrsfingion
Tirer stated bn an edlioral, "I makes no senss
to import 20,000 noncliizen DROEMMDETS
when plenly of Americans would 1l thosn
positions if ghwen the opportunity. Tos oller,
thia wisn holders’ Jovalty remnins in theic
hamedand, onsidering the siaggering sume
they dand back to Inds. "

Purther, he slapping of the hygs ee oo
companies is most Lkely the fird siep in
gietantinlly reducing ihe progmmme. Baollh
American politloal groups aed ndla’s gov ord
wublic nesd, howeven, to recagniss that the
imptications are ol &3 clear-oit a8 the Tramp
admin b bration thinks they willbe.

What Americans need to understaaid

& Firstly; for thess whowant tohake Amarica
Wiite Again, the H-10 enpstricton will doiitla
o stop the demographic change that bs coming
iy ik countey 166 pensas bureai s estimated
thar iy 2045 T8 wentdd becomea oty where
minoritles would aceount fog over 50% of the

iion

“prtilhmﬁu.' atadents were suppased to reach
50% iof all childwem mprimacy schedol ln 2023 bt
fhat happened v neiesd. Putaimply rverpons
whi will shape ibs browning of Almsrica is
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PO BTN, THE TBLHE

HESIDENT Don-
ald Trarep's caconid
exptullee  onder
hsp g ghock-
saorens Tkrough ke
Dlatied Slnies’ akilled immi-
Eank wWOrkroroe and ihe
er:ua-u:.i.uu
Sppiemear 14, e sfnine
trallef dnadiess] tha e
FI1E  wvien  spplioabizra
would new carry @ fec of
B100008 = & s leap
Eam lhe modesi amaenin

o wearkrn Evam e Mijr
prozsen dfel rein 0 adeaged
giwps of tha HAB peo

el Th os's i b of
BI- LB oocrpen B

Tha arder apfles only iz
e visn poirsorn @ bdvd Hed
alber epeormisar 1. Curmen
H-7F bebdmy rerewak: sl
mprpbeanie aimadrakoiiel i
kb yeas's bymery sre-zmangi

Whils Uews carificaSors
bavw pormewtad eanedl wide
s, Ok IRiTid Do alier
i Wi e cwam-
el = parer 2nl. Abrparie
rperisd n o of Tveellem
Tumhirg sack i the TE. fans
T, parweial Lrigs, Surkents
fridted  whout curwer
gty and ernplapacy
sz for bgpald puichunes.

O platformid ke X il
Aedelil, bw lparmman el ol
Lz prbcy bevame apparend.
Pasie rhronfoled cancedksd
Mighis, despiar righs arsd
thi ey ol Teendly o
L T wldely suoed
ERT N

:.r.ﬂ ur T-LE rersewnd com-
mp reed wmar [ dedt
b:'-w Il pay svplayer will
pardivasm o st T,
The: DL gqrastlay 2l
bl pan R FErd Tas dAomerioan
dreem ooe {8 leaming loge
eni i ey [vea

ixking on new Wpdgn ek
et Lo brarodalko ik I9e
o opparteiites; fo
sradenis radzsling fnem
US enreerelise, Thi o
el b patay fromn o boady
2 Work O TG
Historieally, the F-1H woas
Bih parved sa n conoal, ff
mighty akillked Trallan poe-
feiiprale ke coninboly
fhe US  Sehacdepy and
research gscte 1L b

ceraimd  pemALelE

TRIBUNE, (P-7), 23 SEPTEMBER 2025

Who can afford the $1,00,000 US dream now?

i

BT

i o e LI
i-\wrd\-wl.l.un“mﬁﬂ TR

o, e A PRI

mderptnged (e gwih el
Trection's IT lechurdiry snd gen-
[LEH
Fapgeeri mllEera ef harass-
s beech. b,

By waany vim hadders, L
siskra are deply personad

The piig bl of ‘dorydnksd
dmamen’ < chibdren of H-
VR warkass ke bans [egal
shwlul EpuE BOTEE £l —
panmplifan Lha amsliaeal

Thomeanclsal
Irecdian fammilies i
the 115 [nee sudden
e, with
chilchen ppeosed
from schoolsent
eormmanTiies they
have alwanys
cadled home

L nld.m.ﬁ::.l.'"wu
(R =t

I.u.uh.nﬁml:hltllh'ﬂl
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0% b, rutei L Pl
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e e syl v ek Bl
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vabon il ot bamkel
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b oaba dbguifcssl Ve
= arel

e lowy oorcere i

radke Lk i i WasRaaen,
by sirenn Lk el o
eleppand Lha ikt annky
feroeedzla preseracyg adal-
vl i Eonrarabeallp, Sradin
mas Aol e rodese pease
e o B Engls RS Xy

win vy AvErfing um

agrarabion, sncongiag ST

cdnpaRE o sTard s
Bz, fois and Al el
Exiairg sl nare-
s b s el il

Theralsy ki Epesls
wiletinansy & Bidavanisl
prizaglk: mbon s bBak
ol il pra st o kras
dlanls, besl whwo e e fves,

[
et ThaR  Tercamswic
prcoons; lhep arm DT
rin f Woeess 1 thisld brfheres
fardly plamaing, weding
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Fervrrin Ak, (T # MR
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HINDUSTAN TIMES (P-16), 24 SEPTEMBER 2025

Building SEZs with
labs and universities

any countries have started to view the Trump
administration’s anti-immigration policies—
the hike in the H-1B visa fee is just one of them
—as an opportunity. Financial Times has reported that
the UK government plans to waive visa fees to attract
top talent, including scientists, academicians, and
digital experts, to the country to drive its economy.
Beijing was early to spot the change in sentiment in the
1S, and started wooing talent, a lot of them of Chinese
origin, to shift to China, promising not just a waiver of
visa fee, but competitive pay and comparable research
pcosystems. The rise of a vindictive State-backed
conservative culture on US universities seems to have
prodded many liberal academicians to explore
. opportunities in Europe. The decline in foreign
» students in US campuses — including a 45% year-on-
- year fall in Indian students — needs to be seen against
* this backdrop. Itis clear that the America First policies
of the Trump administration are beginning to pinch—
and not where they were expected to.

The visa regime is just one factor in attracting top
talent across disciplines. More is needed, including a
well-developed research ecosystem, legacy
departments, faculty, and, mostimportantly, a hber_a]
work and living environment. The US, a country built
by immigrants, offered all this for the past80yearsat
least, attracting talent from Europe and Asia.

But the alternatives need not be restricted to the Uk
and China. India too has an opportunity in this churn.
It can look beyond the H-1B mess and work to build a
research and academic ecosystem that attracts the
finest minds, especially the young who may be rattled
by the current discourse in the US. Indian states could
build special education Zones (SEZs) with_ tha.j: best
infrastructure for learning and research, invite top
universities from across theworld to set up campuses,
and attract researchers and ar:admucians_ — a_md not

just of Indian origin. That would require s;gr_uﬁn:ant
investments by both government and the private
sector, and a commitment to protectand nuriu:e
- demmic freedom. Is India up toi? %<\
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$100 000 fee,
Asian opportunity

In the wale of US, West's stringent immigration
policies, India can collaborate with its
neighbours to become a global Al hub

)

KRISHMA SHABRMA AND
INAREMDRA REGMI

ATEIP INEAAN engieer marking rstely
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Brooclelie, Mothoneir, Moges, Jesus,
Muhammad, Nanak,
Chattanya and Ramakrishna

wereworld teachers. Thaywere

bornamongdifferentraces at
different times indjfferent

sttuaiions. Bt ihelradvenis
ook placewith the onecommaor

purpaseofalleviatingthe
miservofthemasseswith
spiritual remedies, imtegrating
them i fiaiths suited to them as

pertheirspecific rootsard
socio-culturalneedsand milieu,

Theway theydiditwas through
suble adfusterents which

wionld have been impaossiblefor
oy persons

weeld teacher ks the one wha, @
e Nt plonoe Hves: s ekl purcy
anel musteriny aiooe, i onder 1o
e man ang God. He §& so oo
s ghorwiyz s piritu il grindeurand ool
charserer, He nneansciusly hokds oot o
goveer chamnancd draws pamesos followers
From Faz and wide, in his procdiny they
intersely’ feel tha he hamesses & divine
power s 15 0 bilisful saing of the highest
arder, Hence be maturally stands oul
canspicuously 35 & beacon, People ofien
writress s G- Intosd caled incbeiation with
baited reath, and eagesty wintchhis dlevaled
it wirh wendier, They harg on b bis
wipds amd internalize them
Givensuchexpetlences, they believeihar
he Is God ser amd capa bl eal ensari pating
themn o el worldly aflictions They
findist hislife and wock answers andemedies
whicly abways remained elughwe 19 dwem
They accnedinghy think that he is a woeld
peacher, Mo 50, beciuge ey ars inspined
arel trametormed by kis soblime tukeage
His lowe asd compassicen. for mar
ke o bounds. They speing foom i v
of Ged where thene cxdst no divisions ar
exchzsions He blazes Lhe trall iowands God,
aninihilating confusion and condlict created
abont religion. Ty order o carry out his
divine missien of re-esiablishing and
recleemming pedigion and socicy :-'«'Ilfl ruti,
el sedly et ks e o HIC B8
s T seavvemre ips BN Arg] EXLTE M 1GITLrE:
[arthe accomplishment of his case Failing
ool and g himea heel his detepors
try b sloq end nun im, They stisprect their
decimation (s delinitely in bis hands. But he
is v thebenst pervarbied by Ubelr evall plas.
Bl is Frarkess nnd resisss none doing him
harmn. He is abways meake 1o his divine
descent wnd kinghip, as well a5 1o the
provickentiad praas an him to shuw te sy
icssalvakiom, Hee regenerates the uman sl
and society theough mardl pd splriiusd
penrgence. & work] peacher in the resim of
puliics. though unimsginable. was found

STATESMAN (P-6), 24 SEPTEMBER 2025

World Teacher

in Mahatenn Gandbi Schalrs who hnve
studied his life deeply lave o say: “Fiom
very andent times, we wnderstood thal
gvery ruman being has the posesialivy o
evnlwe Inee a brahmaona (oot leboving.
Cod-ahiding leamod and sacrificing) of this
type, without sy enmity or hatead and
it ben Tl ol loreand conypassion, W
had Fabatmn Garxdhiin b mcdemperkd
In ;e sonse. Cas1e Wise he o o vl
T, e his chamocier. be was a Dndligms
He showed nohiteod Lo dnnods.

He sacrifived bis lile ao politienl ool
whe assmeinmed Biny vsing a iy
irnined and il dnatod porson. Bl ghe
ligaey of spiringal, meeal and ethicalwvilues
P bz, behhined i poiitics, dwoeltiog on truth
and noo-visbepee. @2 0 loly idenl 1o be
eormlmed. Since ks demise, wneoanialHe
peaple bvoe dran oo his podi kel precepis
and pencepuion, belieying them o be the
real seaching fuc political stmggle 2and
Treeclony He maised himsell 25 an leon in
kit vy ks “prienios, puricy and parscverinc:
wis-a-vis condlict. choos ard comspiracy o
the sake of righienusness, schieving ihe
appellzion -slahaime” (nem Rabindrapath
Tagore. He is worshipped m mamy natioos
o i palilical saint

In his hook “Uriiversal Message of The
Hhagmead Gica®, Swumi Rangamathanznda
|t L3k President of RaemakrishnaMisshond
signilicanily writis: "l person ks an
extraandinary person wio thcegh he or
sheehis novwcall no i 0 Tescunces,
i vt full efjoy, full of cheen; chough he
drahe has nobelpers.isinfinkely streng;
ever satisfied chough nol experiencing
sense pleasures Lhough he ar she s
encemprable, koobks upen all others as
rﬁ-:url'.trm{ual “4smmoh samadirsamah,
hee e <hie 8 asmmiaky, Bie Mouant Evesesi;
ra pthier pesk can be equal o i, bat vel
I o shie trests 58 s cre's egual, In our
fifie, we s&2 ong person in the palitical
Neld whoapproachad tse idesd depacied
ik larslaley i
Verse 543) af Senkarachanym. That wes
MahatmaGasdhi. This kind ol gresiness
i ralled spirifual greatness. Oedinary
greatnéss cannod prodoce s quaioy

Twirhousarsd yeis ago priests cofaded
with politicians {rulersy and killsd Jesus
Chaist, hatching a conspimcy. Tt be died 2
cemibly painfal death witk B pame of God
o his S, baving mog asinglewied of curse
Foe s Kifhers, like Gandhijl He, oo, had 1o
fce such o braghe end =t chie hards of his
countrymen, Bochof them were fall af God
ardd Truth. They were not un .
suirss In thelr mosherlands, stigmating
thetr natcesl histories by those despicabie
arad dastardiy acts Similnrdy conturnies balon
s, Socranss hsd i die at the lands of
T o penple focteaching them the highes
good “Though theoradeof Deiphl badtakl
Thee Cireekis, 'man, know thysell”, they knew
man ondy from e emermal polnt of view
enting, drinking, plesune, comfort and then
i rialison arvd war wasallthat ke
'ﬁwwrwr}'gjﬂ.rdiﬂﬂ:hlﬂtﬁi The
aniy anewi knew chis trull was Soonles,
arad (Fesrelone the D onald roLuniersand
ihismn, And they brought asharge agaimsl

It of prlshoidivgg (e youth, Imagine soch
gk sl beefng chaged i the court by
the Asheninn state as anc who misled the
yauth of Mbens and was candeminid io
ditly By dlelnking hemiock poison!™ He
Lawght :uLvu‘. the supeemc Sell, which be
hirpssell reafied and foarclirbe theukimabe
Lridth, by knowing which mas okl hecones
fitsermed froem his worklly missries Banever
arel pro Blissfil,

& woghl tencher i bom In acoorclance
with the spicilual Ews. Sandarmcharyi sayd
peupli pangiise the dharma for 2 long time.
Then kst irses ameng et discrmanation
nncl wisthoen dloe e, Unrghisousness provails
Uy e weng kil e Creanor, wishing bo ensan:
(he conimunce of theaniverse, incaroakis
Himsell, in part. as wockl teacher. He 8
burn lioe e peatection of the pood penple
an canth and thedr spiritad deal. By the
protection af their ideal the demal diaema
Epreserviol The Lond, ihe sremal Possessor
al knmwdedpe Sovereignty, Power. Strength,
Eneergy and Vigoue, brings
umnler His conimd maya
the primordial Mature,
b kmgirgg bo Hirn. i theen,
theough shat maya, He is
seen ns thoogh horn, as

endowed with & body
Buddha, Mahavle, Moses,
Jeguss, Mughpmmad, Manak,
Chaltanya and
weere wielid leachers, They
were baowm among differen
ces at dilferent tmes
liMeren sinaminns. Bul their
sdvene toak place with the
ane commen parpose af
aSaviating the miseryof the
T ek,
inegrang them in faiths
suired to thenl 35 per their spedfic roots
and sodo-puitural peeds and milis. The
wiggtheycid it was thmgh sobde sdjsmencs
which woubd have heen Impossible i
cedinary persor. They wen @quippad wich
thie Dtvwine Piwer, Bmowlede amd Wisdem,
as Zankarocharya hes =, required 1o
ooenplets theirwnck as wardd reachers, They
are acdass by themse bws andunfoegeitahle
because af their undiminishing impwet an
haxman civilizatioon

Rarrakrizhng was a woeld beacher born
im the lowrh decade of the ninigeenth
cenmmy (B 3Gh His advent huppened when
thire was a pressing oied [or apother
“adjustment” i@ ke warkd beng divided
into Oocidental s0d Orkence chilizaions
based on meteriakism and sperituality
respectively, boch indispensable for 1he
peacehul oo mistenceofmankind “Itisalen
ftiting that when the Orisotnl wanrs i leam
abut mackine making, he should ziarthe
Feed of the Sexidenial and learn from him,

W her Hle Drcidernal wanis b leaem about
(e spinit, abost Gosd, about the suul, alxul
the eeaning and myslery of the uniem:,
He muest sit af the feer of the Dyientl 1
leqirn.” He “puk in motkan sadi & Wave in
Il He brought abous equiibeinm bewnen
the twa ﬁr renching an incluzive relighn
wehich b himnself proctised i broad daylight
belizer the public, People saw i and leamta
e lesson relevant in the modern limes
Thinkess st home and sheoad discwesa)
and veeove o his life and tenchings chariog
his lbetime, considering them congenial o
husnnn development Im this age.

Enmakrishngs deep love ard respect for
all the wotld teachers wiocame before him
was kpendary. He demensirabe:] this by
praczising their leachings sexicusly, and had
wphekd then consclentiously with coges
anxl facile arscudacions.

“spiritanl |deas spread when they are
ianderstocd and practiged by men and
wermen of rrusre than crdinary good gunbtie;
Exe liphting oo lamp from anotber sbeady
ke I, it s bowhy imipraves the s
ard splrirual health of the camsinig:”
Raumidortshinals deas were propechy
arxl assimifabed by Swamd Vivekananda
T Swani miede jthe misskon of his e
sz s renching 1o mankind He presented
it hefore the world in simple knguage and
anguments in b light ol histeos sociology
acnoas theglobe. Viveiarmndatol d the West:
“This Iz the message of Sri Ramakrishna o
Lhs: madem warld: Donotcare for Soctrines
danotcan e dogrnes, oe seets, crchurches,
or temples: they count for lihe compared
velth 1 issence of exdstence in cach mas,
which &s spiritaakity; and the more this s
developed in a man, the more poraerful
he far good. Barn thar first, acoeine (i,
arwl eriticize no one. Ior all dacirines and
erceds huve some good in them, Show by
o ives chat religion doss not mean ponds,
G farnes, or secrs, bul that |t mesans spirinal
reallizacion. Only thess can understand wha
hve Eele. Only those who have steained
spirinaality can communicare it e athes
can be grear teachers of marskind, They
alenseage the power of Bight* ’

“rhmﬂ‘lt'lﬁ.tl.tllaﬁfgmr:“ﬁ: Brﬂ
rreeriaismi now Rarroketsg o "'"E“l s
teaching is a ¥igorows countering foree

agalmal their achyg
tesiuchies b |l;nﬂh1£'£;‘:,"“!ﬂ
intelligible 10 ol whether educgted gr g

rking his “Gospel
TI-T: o =0 dear andg intimae
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to the blggest brain drain?

Sunanda
.[al.'r_'lﬁr_:!

*1!.:13-'

U5 President Donald
Tramp's brutally sud-
e fiak i=n't just @ har-
paining play, it s el
o 4] mfm'l ﬂwmtl hawe
TEED] o mi
brain drain i kistory, af-
fecting one million Iadians
and ik than 70 per carst H
IB visa balders. Even with
ot dhis guddes cudoff, dis-
rﬂﬂ_\' and d]mppuinLrnrnt
! have awarted India‘s
1% who oxpecied Ar-
I!llb:'iBI Intelligenes tn bring
~oppertunsty withent
mrm the daunting chal
it presemted bo o nation -
where the “lndia Skills
Report 2005 found thal ety
{4 per cent, of local grady-
ke are 0 for employment
Mowhers el in the warld
will 16,775,760 sturdy soung
et serambbs foe 4542 jobs,
a5 witneseed, recently i G
Yegl Adityansths  Ublar
Praciesh, said to ke the pairi-
er o India's fuldee Dndias
politiclans mmst be re-edu
cated ard veained 3= Al's
high demands reduce the
numner of vRCameies,

The epelitles stress on
"rigital India” exposes thoir
naivetn. Indin's edaeation
syatein st acqubre the
ability o retrain woarkers
and enable them o wansi
Gon o the new roles that
will be created. Indla's man-

sechor has tradi-
tiemally been labour-ipien
sbve, with alarge sember of
low-skilled and seenl-skhilled
wiriers: L fhe teckides, ausn
mobdle, and  elsfromies
indusiries.  However, the
pivent of awicenation ech:
ninloghes like robalse process
anfomatben,  Alpowered
msachirery, ard 30 printing
is reducimg the demasd for
iramuaal Labiwr, especially in
assembly-line tashs.

There i liMle rmoom fof
complaceney, A report by
the KMcHinsey Global Ing-
titate estimades thal aubo
matlon coubd dasplace up o
&l million workers in Indinn
marmafpcturicg by 2000, pax-
ticalarly |mpacting jobs in
textiles aid eleciroale

The IT amd eervices sec
bork, which ace Enlspral o
India's growtih story. are

also undergoing algndfleant
transformaticns. While In-
dia has been a global kb for
IT services, the aubomation
of basic IT tasks {such as
coding, testing and svatem
maintenance) iz reduckng
the meed for ertry-lovel jobs,
India's wast  Endormal
workfioee is- partbealarly
vulneeable En dismapeions.
As we saw during the Covid-
18 pandemic, thousards of
men abd women on fegihle
employmeeait  berms - and
‘withanat formal job conbracts
g spcial seeurifty aro the
firetta be displaced and fice
the most severe challengs;
in coping with the transi-
oo Approstimabely S0 per
cant of ‘s warEieoe k&
emplayed i the: miocmal
eector, which 18 especlafy
gusceptible i aulcemasion,
&: these workers often lack
Arcess L ::E;rauuug pro-
grammmes and support sys
e A Workl Bank repori
warna {hat nu'al-r.u-um?u
migration & expechad o 1o
creaze &: Adbamated johs
ﬁ” im citles, leading -
cangestion, & shorfage
of sccommodation, rising
demsand, for sebaoals, brans:
port and olbes ren facls
ties, A5 well a5 pressuce oo
afl forms of infrastmactune.

Withowl targeted policies,
auiomation may lesd
grester nernlurban migrs-
tion apd miensify uneven
devekipmenl, widaning the

iwpde Emlean [OWT
Al LoaAniTy.

Sugrlendbare remaing [nd
in's largest employer — sap-
porting approximately 47
e gt o B poer et af the
popilatlon, and b adap:
o of Al amd aubamation 0

-udime wonihl andoiui

¥ mean more sfTiclent
pracdiens, recducing wasle
and ircrensmg This
reliamee makes agricallure
a cornErsbone of the ooun
bry's economy, and agrioal-
tural peloem conld improve
the social and secnomic st
tuis af befween 423 por cont
nnd 47 per enl of Indians,
phpecially amee the 200
Censgs noted thal FWE per
e v etipEed 1 agricul
ture nnd allied potvitees.

Who will benefit
most if education is
improved to serve
AlI? Not India, at
least not in the
immediate future.
The beneficlaries
will be countries
that can best use
the new skills and
technology.

Low-gkilled workers are
enate visnerable fo job logs.
ez, wiilbe these with advan-
oed techmical skills are like
v bo berefit that conld wi-
den the income gap and des-
pen soclo-enamic divides

bot that the forere is
endrely bleak, India’s demo-
graphic dividend — the
prawth potential froen s
h.l.BtI. proportion of worklng

ge propln (1564 years) conm-
d 1o dependents —

gan anmod 20062001 and
is expected to st undl 2065,
peakin around 41,
Propecly managed, this pre
sefils @ window for growth
through incressed prodac-
tivity, savings ani eons
tlom, bat realising ihes
pofential reguires address.
ing challenges like a wides-
ing eklills pap, enauring
oyt &nd leecaginge
the increasing pool of female
ETEM (Science, Techanlogy,
Engineering - and  Matho-
moalics) gracuetes. A= Uuls
palumn hag poted beloce,
Endin has dhe worlids lu.rut-:l

yousth popalation and a si

uinmn'r pood of STEM gra
uales, providing & 5!;
venridioroe for ndisE ey

This favourahle ape sirme-
ture ean el eeonomic
prowits by [ncrepsing the
|nboir fores, Eoosing gav-
ings and investeenl, and
merensing  consamplion
This demogeaphic window
giarted hebsesn 368 and
2011, and fs exprcbed 1o las|
far several decades, umtil
approximately 206G bt
peaking around 2MI, when
the prapartian of the wurk-
mg-3ge pogmlation wil e at
13 hiEu:aL
A larper workforce can
drive economic exparsion,
with - prowth polestial in
manuEeiiring, services, IT,
arel  healibare . sechars.
fidwch depends. hopweer on
bridging the significant gap
beebwen e skills allired by
[ndia's srchie education
Evslem ond  the  reguie-
menils af the evolving jab

market [nvestls
dn,-:ugln]:urhem
educational curricuda
fithare job demands is cru-
cial to aveid a “demegraphic
time homb”, A supportve
palicy environment, melad-
ing healtheare, decent
yient opportunities,
pemder ampowerment,
is esseniial 1o hammess the
dividersd bar  they all
demand imvesting far mure
in human welfre ingbeud of
mmuag:ant Eancy pﬁ?.-:
1o whiely the 3
ter's name can be sttached.
Thi= &= not beyonid ndia
which &5 abrrsedy the world's
largest exparter of man
gr. More than 30
Indiams fed these shoves
arel settled abroad bacauss
the motherland could e
offer them a decent Uving,
Even the external affaics

in s]ul.'.
|.1.r:|

Khak g, op-

pard B8N0, THdiins . tehe

auneed thedl cltlzenship o
2k, Betwesn 120000 and
bk Endinns migrade an-
muadly, helying the Nattanal
Sample Survey's claim that
the memplovment rabe fic
uchan individuals aged 15
and more has fullen fo 6.6
per el Fom B8 per cent a

yer g
“If the hifier it be fofd™,
Bapa West Benpal's femer
lrance  mimisler  Amic
Mifra, 4T million peopls
were unemployed, mainly
youths, dunng the festive
mmih of O Az, Hae
adds that wouth nnemploy-
ment [k & redoed highn 23822
e cant when the campara-
bls fpures fof Bapgladesh
el Banildacied amf
respircEpoct Bhalan weee
oy 1249 and 14 per cenf.
e, it has alwoys been our
preida that with half of
India's 14 billion pecgls
e below 23 085 per cent
eimg ander 355, ke “vouih
clivicend” gives Indtis 4 hoge
advanbige pver China,

Wha will beneft mast if
education s lmproved la
seave AT Mt ]:|-_'|.5|,|a,| af lepst
not in the immediate fatare,
The beneficlartes wil] be
enimiries that can best asn
5 new shillls and technolo-
gv. Thats what the brain
drain ie all ahowt, and (£
uot clear  yel  whether
President Trmg |s seriois:
I¥ trying i belirde Indla's
prospects of preparing the
grodmd for sotne tough bar
BAining o a trade pack

The writer I3 4 senior
Mrtlrnalist, colureis
B and aniior

o e e

e e e L oo b B L e Rl e mg
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The $100k visa fee raises new hurdles for Indian students eyeing US, jobs

Indians who recen

| vamvomr |

ey dierishon o Imgseeg

ané-fime $LO0,000 fee an
new HAB wigy g thoens, data
SUZZEALE hal snadersts. pur-
sulng theic e U5 -
pértinglarly Indans, wha form the
larpest group of IMernatioral sro-
d-ﬂu'rh.- will by pipgnificamtly affec:

Asgocistod Press gooted 1.5,
wiga hodders ar -
TesnpEng o sscure an HAR, sepling
they are now reconsidering s-
tling tn the comniry. Mar just sna-
demis already in e 108, bin gla
many in Indiz whe aspin: i el
i American universitlies aped work
there ok AP ard Reurers thar it
fecls il "5 Soor [is] closipg.”
Maxt sxperts heliswe the new
e Wil Spply 1o Fordgn enadenms
I the 115 Some iFmigrakan -

BEfcant grey vk reEmiin, While
the finer details e 0 Bel
worked out, the fee hike
haree 2 telling impact an Indism sng
dexs, who anly kast year cermoak
E;hur :u.'rdg}t_s iz Bmdome thi
néssrriansd s
mfhmus.mn i} Togeth-

Fnﬂquﬂ:zuawm

#F, e EVA0 COUNITieE Aocouns for | years

e vt
A
ta the L& fumzir I-mnﬁ;sddltn
gree. Those peradis
20z and opted far an optonal
pracical training (CFT) wark per.
e
e b 8 ryplcally o be i the
st o an H-4A This means
Sudenrs whe will be hit by Mr,
Truenp's mew vis oz will be those
wha haiar besn irs the pountry for
iy years, having aiready invest-
ed tene of thousanids of dolkrs.
The mew e will sspecilly hi
thise who graduare with a STEM
iScienee, Technology, Engineer
ing, Muthemanics) degree, one of

1 e eyt after fietds for ern-
plyars, Indan smudenm are partc-
walnerablp Bacause a major-
ity of them pursue STEM courses.
Among the Fwiy Erouns of
prudents in che ©.5., mionE

M?ﬁihhmmmmmm
ETEM compared with about
S0% ol Chinese (Chart 2),

Typicaly, 4 5TEM student en-
s the BB quene 23 years after
praclusting. Last year, 37% of all
118 petitions approved for inital
(e e — the category
w0 which the new @ applies -
weere filesd by Torelgn siudents in
the 115, who were cn F-3 visas, Im
wome previous years, this share
crosand the 45% mark (Clsaet 5.

Whae the exaci share of Isan
stiadents on B visas who wie ap-
proved for inital HAB !
mient cammot be di-
e iy, fwo cther fpares highbght
the s, bn FY34, 57% of all ininad
H-IE Beiiefigries were [ndians,
with [Hiniwe vealivnals g distant
sdoomd ar 1R Whes s e pead
alomgsite the fact that over 5% af
Endlam arudients In the LS. are én-
rolked In STEM courses, it sirongly
sugpests thar a very large share of
H-IB benefidaries moving from
stadent starms o initial emphoy-
MEnNT Were

By the dme ndin students
complere their OFT, they would
Biave already contributed sevgral
of pacion and v expens:

froen thsair persosal angd famdly sare-
mm#.ﬁ.mww
B WAFSA, che Asasciation of Inber-
atcoal Edusanes, fxand tat =
3024, on sweTage, inoernafione
srudesyis apest shoue $30,000
muwumumlw
are amony the largest group of n-
1|an'na:|n:n|lil1-l-ﬂ£ﬂ!-1| A signdican
mﬂwﬁ_m‘mhﬂ
amlﬂl’lﬂﬂmmﬂ“}m
mmmq’ﬂhﬂﬂ!l’mm
wmm

I ]

iy becime the largest aroup of foreign students could be priced out of the American job market

Th da1s For B chuirks weers sowroed dro m Cocad |, Hhe 105 Cilpesshis asd
Wmemigearto s Sarvicen, o R S8 Ausooition of Irpemationd | S0UCa Ko

Tough lessons

a1 e abare of siuderns l'l;rn{.l'ﬂ:.alm.-..-mm n
STEM arcd rean-ATEM Dovatimy o £ 3T, Figures in i

Chart 1 Couramy-ains bt of sierietions shudens
Fedlp s Tl

|
EIUE e W STl averiond: Cianees siudenis o Danoms iy l wmmm;&ﬁmmwmf
|

[ derus o g S5 Aeiend Vi) cownar ok the s | gl brermisyen

14
i
-\.".-‘;'-Ii-_l
he

4
L]

0
1]
x - '1\_ e KTEM T B
! 1]

A — =
I '!-c-
Chima

i)

1,54 08
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Cnart &4 §ouom of handing wead by inbamista ad studems
Berbytnginichis U8 For tha yuss 332324
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‘India prepared for
a quantum jump’
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H-1B mess is set to kill
US tech’s golden goose

ast Friday, just as Americans were
winding dowm for the weelend, the
White House drogiped a shock-gnd-

wwe mensare affecting msany kading

L businesses. On that day, Fresides: Donaid
Trump signed a preclamation announciog o
hﬁnﬂ dIDtI:IEI H-1B viz= Iure"!-:h.

under rngﬂmrm- affec-

tivi September M, This proclamarion
il be extremely Ilruhlan-al:lrIur hee Bech-
nolegy industry in the U5 and Indis and
Amraing the alresdy siradned retarionship
hetwren the fwo great netens, sven farther
The HEE proclamation sparked 29 boars of
abaotite myhem. Microsslt and other major
employers urgenily advised their H-1B work-
&% ibroad o return before the desdline and
insmucted those still fn the 115 1o avedd inter-
naciinal ravel. By Sunday evenin . perhapa

Under the proposed change, princrwould be
given o higher-paid, higher-siilied spplicants
oaer thome af lower wage levels, This marksa
gharp skifll from the current loftery systen,
wiich [g largely madomised. I sigpnals (e
admniristrasion’s intesl o reshage the poo-
mmm;hﬂdjiz I']:.:Lhm.lnﬂmm. B
move that could dramatically thes b rr
gruphics of future B-E mobwrts,
While the liming of the HE:E prociassation
rised many, the podicy dinscton shoald
oot For moeyihs, rurmeears had cineybansd
anmeeg tech msiders and Imam
that the sdminisisation was prepasing a
cruchdiown. The H-1B viss programme has
long beena lghtning rod in America’s ima-
graton debate, For critis, it represenis &
thriad to 5 job s=curity, with accusations
LAt conipanies explo the systemn to bmporm

buowing to business pressure and the nurmall— low workers — pancilasly from [ndis
unleashed, the White Houge clari- m#— I undl:rrl:!m.ﬂmztmrcmpﬁﬂm
fied that the fee would not appiy oo This @ a0l 1he sdministration's
current H-1B viza hodders or peti- Grst nssauli on high-skdllad inmigea-
tiong filed before Sepeembier 2. Sun- tiai. Easlier, the Whits House tghe
day's clurification, through an H-B ened Pl siueni viss nases, iaking i
FaQ posted oo the While House harder for mbernatione] sudents «a
webeig, offensd same rellef to exis- Frank F pursue LS echocstion, whiich & criti-
iy visn holders, or i Al cirred tslam

ominoisd signals whout what les
ahesd,

The FAQ toted that the sdoingsrabon is
preparing further cefoems o the H-0 pro-
an.mrn-: Among them, the deparment of

bour will Bumeh & rubensakdng process i

"revig and ruise the prevalling wage Bvwels in
order bo upakddl e H-IH program snd ensure
Chit in i5 ised io lire anly the best of ihe bast
temparary Foreign workers,” Prevailing wage
beverts e bong been an thie hian of the H-10
diebaie. Under the oemenc system, empicyers
ey sy S [0 (e wage ters, with the
lewwest der aften sed well below the median
mErkwl rahe, Cricics B this fransevwock

tivimas comparies o hire fre|
BTE &1 "eRory-lavel” wages, E“&HI‘EI’HDF
recqairing ssgnificant sidils, theneby underos-
ting U5 waorkers and hodding down salaries
woross the industry,

This I5 et thae Tl arbempl i recallbeane
wages, in 2024, during Tramp's first ierm, the
-:1 it ef labsr Teswed an inverimn fnl

that subsmantially raised the required
mgr leswels for H-16 and aiker employment-
baged visas. The measure laced Emmediade
backlash from isdustry groups, aniversitles,
and smplovers who argued that it would
miake hicing forelgn talent prohibizively
expengive, Multiple federnl courts strock
down the rule, citing both procedural s
and st ian e conomms tal [ emesded the

sautharity.

Thee H1-B PALG alse cusllised fortheoming
rulemnakizsg by the deparement of Bameland
segurity e overbaal the H-1B oty seanem.

WHILE THE TIMING OF THE
H1-B FROCLAMATION
SURPRISED MANY, THE
POLICY DIRECTION SHOULD
NOT HAVE. FOR MONTHS,
RUMOURS HAD
CIRCULATED AMONG

TECH INSIDERS AND
IMMIGRATION EXPERTS
THAT THE TRUMP

ADMINISTRATION WAS
PREPARING A CRACKDOWN

tal pipeline feeding into many H-1E
ot Togeiher, these movwes thrsaten
m shil domt Benues tat have con-
iisten iy brought the best and brighaes from
nh'undl ad 1o Amerlca’s wniversities and rompa-
nis

Friden's proclamation, I witkstands lag|
challenges, will strike hardest ac Indfae pro
[mssionaly and rippde through Indis’s TT s,
which relles hesw@y on H-18 talent to sevee 105
clienta Indian noiianals acooun: far mare
than 734 of a8l HI-B recipancs, Az noled, the
rming akso coumnpguids e straio on US-Indl
refathoces. Coming jastwesks afrer dee admiin-
istratlen slapeed & 50% Al on Indlan goods,
ﬁr H-IE proclamation represents a secamd

oW,

Wicth UFE pompanies as dts largesi clienrs
Iz la’s [T sector seande o joee hisavily, beth
econdmically and i terms ol workforo:
marale, The dipiomatie [alloot B egually
roiibling: Tarills aod wvisa resirictions
sogether havve driven hilaceral s terween e
U5 mnd Inedia v (Beie kowest poiot in years,

The pew policy |s noc un#n setback for
Indis butalse o setFinflicted wound for Amer-
e’ own innmadon ecosystem. The role of
H-1E workers in powering Silicon Walley's
mietenrie rise ls undaniabis Nearkr every LIS
tech CROF acknowied ges thar v programme
T fiselled th and valee creadon.

‘There ks definlicdy a nesd 1o Imgrove che 115
HO-B pregramme. Bul rstead of neforming the
system, Empostng & she-Sipare [k amounis b
purtlmg It E¥en America’s “Fab Five® tech
pianis, with mlllon-doilar warkes caps, would
balk st 100,000 per employes oo lop
ofal compensston coera The likely
ouisme Dimirehed glotal competteness
A B SUrpe in o 1S oo are
already thes capahility cen-
ters n Lndia, b tremd chat this pelicy eould

Jrondcally, 3 measure &5 pro-
teeiing Anserican jobs may end up exparting
even miane of them.

The H-1B programme has long béen o
gnklen goose ko Americh, fuelling lnromton,

Jolerestion, and global leaders in echnal

ofy. To kill [twith punktive messuses would
b sl (=destructive.

Frim F Lo (5 e enirepvencur: shls bnadar,
arid Chiigalel [aaclier Baged |n Piashibsgron DO
The vines expressal e ars permeal

1M "
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Prompt Engineering

A

Fundamental Life Skill
— v Lile SKINL

BR SAMMY BOSE

hear

tha
ennnEEing” e
Estingt & ofien 5o
. [Efsping womcine
byping cleves line infn ChoGET o
anither Al ool ar if dhe il T iy

Hlnrrf: m i h.ﬂm
1

oira kind of digital wordplay, Bt ihat

view is shallow, Al fe heare,
0, ing i nios el @
11 % atwzis) f B & diveipling

of darity. strechare. cresthvity and
intenticoaky, i is shoet how we frame
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Is the American Dream dead for Indians?
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Telling the India story
through its manuscripts

ang before silicon chips and supercom-
puters, India had already designed its
own architectures of intelligence.
Etched on palm leaves, inscribed on
birch bark, and expressad in countless scripts,
these manuscripts carried algorithms of
thought — governing not just sciences and
mathematics, but philosophy, medicine, aes-
thetics, and astronomy. They were not passive
texts; they were dynamic codes through which
a civilisation organisad knowiledge, transmit-
ted wisdom, and generated innevation. To
Open 4 manuscript is to access India’s oldest
operating system.
ﬁlrﬂlﬁgdi}mmmhefﬁd notanly for
thedr momuments of stone and metal, but also
for the words of wisdom they legve behind. A
manuscript, whether an palm h:a!'.l:-irgl].l:a;k.
plnt:urhajﬁqmdtpaper.mmm
it the spirit of its age — the anxieties. the
hopes, and the wisdom of those who shaped it
In today’s world, where natons are lpcked in
a contest not just of arms but of

ala fo
the onetic accuracy from Ket
Mﬁpﬂhm that this Is a living f:nltgjff-
Wards here donot sleep betvoen COVers T02Y
m*e.:ing,audbmiﬂ'rtmhmrj'
ladds, and proverbs

9 ol at [ cost. Fromm
This continnity ml v?n-:E of invasion

ﬁlghh;lmm to exase libraries and
instiutions, Nalanda was set aftame. Count:
bess manuscripts were lost. Yet the tradition
endurad — families hid collections, teachers
committed texts i MEmory, Scribes TEWTHE
fragile palm leaves, That resilience is what
makes India’s manuscript heritage not Just
archival but chrilisational.

The recent International Conference on
Reclaiming India's Knowledge Legacy
Through Manuscripd Heritage was o civilisa-
tinnal mission, uml;g].ngmgethtr survey, CoN-
servation, digitsation, decipherment, and dis-
semination into one national effort. By engag-
ing niot enly Indian but also global scholars,

librartans, conservators, and tech-

's ipts are our nologists, Gyan Bharatam placed
gﬁfﬂmm of knowledge. & [du&nz .ﬁht forefromt of heritage
They remind us that India is not E e -
sl.mm :-:i.‘:wilh mm way to preserve and study our
conl .

ey hplar i Joshi heritage and offering new oppor-
often fought in syminls, stores, _ it oL
s s ot vrbegs T tific ressarch worldwide. At a time

ightenment, China to

B . the elamic worid t s juristic ta:
ditions. India, despite being the custodian of
mnﬂ[m.gymﬂd'sﬂdﬂtﬂdﬁ'ﬂEﬂmnWl-
edge, has too often allowed its story (0 be told
by ofhers. This i where the thought of Gyan
Bharatam StEps ﬁ“ fgfﬁlﬂﬂpﬁ are not
muselm pieces; they are e ve
on which our philosophy, science, arl and

nn::esmﬂd.TheWﬂa.ﬂ_Upamﬂ]_n-
ads, epics, freatises on ]’]].a._ﬂ:lE[l]iD.'.'.'S. medi-
cine, astronomy, and architecture —all sur-
yive because gﬁjmhﬂlﬁ of scholars and
scribes cherished them enough to copy, recite,
and safeguard them. Yet nearly 10 milkion
manu!-l:rlPBﬂTmﬂ'_Tlmml To ﬁ
% ct of conservation — it s an act of reclaiming
our vajce Ln the global conversation.

Unilike many cultures, ndia’s knowledge
tradition was never bound to 2 single lan-
guage or faith. It thrived in phuralism. Bud-
Ahist monasteries in Ladakh, Jain libraries in
Gujarat, Shaiva mathas in Tamil Nadu, Per-
ﬂmm-d:l'minﬂdhl—aﬂfmmrd part of the
cqme infellecnual ecosystem,

Even where oral radition dominated, man-
sCripts ided a goarantes of precision.
The fact at the Viedas are recited today with

when the world searches for sustainability,
pluraliry, and ethical frameworks for technol-
ogy. India's manuscripts offer more than his-
tory — they offer guidance. They remind us
that our knowledge systern never divided sol-
ence from spirituality, art from ethics, or lan-
guagr from logic.

Every nation must ask itsell: What story
will I tell the world? For too long, India's story
T heen told through colonial eves— as miys-
tical, exofic, or regressive, Reclaiming the
manuscript tradition is, therefore, an act of
imtellectial soversignty, It declares that India
15 not just a consumer of global Inowledge,
Tt alse one of ity oldest and richest sources.

The task is daunting, Ten milllon or more
manuscripts are yet to be conserved and imter-
preted. But the reward is greater still: To ilhu-
minate India’s civilisational wisdem not
through assertion but through evidence. To let
manuscripts themsedves speak, as envoys of a
cultnre that has always believed in dialogue.
The Gyan Bharatam Mission is our pledgs that
this reservoir of wisdom will not be Lost to

silence

Sachchidanand Josh is member secretary,
Indira Gandhi National Centre for Arts, Delf,
The views expressed are personal
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“ PLUG THE GAPS

[rregularities at Skill Development Corporation must be
addressed urgently. Agency is critical to demographic dividend

HE PROBLEMS OF the National Skill Development Corporation have festered

for too long. Only a few months after the NSDC's board fired its then CEQ, Ved

Mani Tewari, the Ministry of Skill Developmentand Entrepreneurship has now

filed a complaint with the Delhi Police against officials alleging “misappropri-
ation at NSDC” as per a report in this paper. Skilling is perhaps the biggest challenge facing
the country — the ability to harness the demographic dividend rests on a skilled labour
force. The sorry state of affairs inan agency deemed one of the “principal architects” of the
country’s skill ecosystem is, therefore, a cause for concern.

The NSDC's support to the skilling ecosystem was operationalised through various in-
struments such as funding, designing skill-based programmes and partnerships with indus--
try. Reports in this paper, however, paint a less-than-flattering picture of the its operations.
Several FIRs have been filed against its training partners across the country, Investigations
have shown the “blacklisted” training partners were “allegedly tampering with attendance
records to incdlude students who were missing from training centres”. This is not the first time
that the NSDC has been mired in controversy. In 2015, a CAG report had noted that “there
were serious issues in the governance and accountability mechanisms at NSDF (National Skill
Development Fund)and NSDCand the implementation of the identified roles by these bod-
ies”. Over the years, concerns have also been raised over the quality of the training imparted
and employment prospects. The corporation has an ambitious goal — to skill or up-skill 150
million people. Its recent track record does not inspire confidence.

The Centre has taken several steps to skill the country's labour force. It has, for instance,
launched initiatives such as the Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY), and allo-
cated a considerable amount of funds to this area. Under the various avatars of this scheme,
Rs 10,570 crore were released till March 2024. The total number of people certified under

PMKVY and STAR (Standard Training Assessment and Reward Scheme) stood at 113 crore,
while the total reported placement was 24.4 lakh. The government’s increasing involve-
ment indicates that it recognises the criticality of the skill mission in achieving the goal of
developed country status by 2047, It now needs to undertake a detailed examination of the
skilling ecosystem and of the players therein. The problems need to be resolved urgently.
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H1B changes alone can’t secure
India’s Al Future

AMIT RAPTHOR AND
MOHAMMAD SAAD

ree-of the mmst comientious
plicies of the Trump
adminisiroion was just
announced: 3 FHOC]
Fer - apphy fior e HIE visn Keoaally
1he amfpmincement unssiibed ke
Indlan diaspora &id ooy
praspective Green Card opplicants
m leslis, ginee over 70 por ceiig of
HIE visa holders are Indlan, with
mamynl thi hiightest among them
likely contrthuting 1o the
deselopamen of Toreign AL sysimns
and large enguage CINTEENC
The White House prompaly
reassured existing HIBwisa hobders,
thoceagh. by making it cless tharthe
FI00,0 00 Jee wik] ondy bechanged
10w appiisa nes, not fcthosewha
girasdy had ome. Sanie then, the
weidon has generated discusssen
gt 18 posile advartages and
disscdvantapes [ornaEonal ingrasis,
with soeme applauding it as & slep
-standing “brain
disin” phenomenare While preasniing
hrain deain & direcily felevast
b ol A e, petnining domr
ralent abcaw doss noy fully address
Indiaz Al challengas. )
Fram an chjeetive standpoint,
Tramp's decision to sgnificanliy
s HER visn coste wall imcadve menthy
glow down the Mow of some of
Imdin's misl alented mdividual
o the West, someibing Inddis T
long falied to stop. The Lerge
jreemigration o dha Unied Staces
was driven becnes: of whie Americ
could prorids: T Endla was unable
lo -mesic Tecognition, berree
InfFassruciuse. betler cdusacian,
amnd claaner mr

Ttz rearmbers speak For themseives
Conssdar for instames that ol the
srabiGiial vel bndlias Ceraml Sector
Sctemeof Scholarships for College
anid Urnversity Sudias ewasds o
i af 82000 scholarshigs
iy o presfuie arnd sl ans
studivs, 16 <onptrast. the Uniced
Srares oz s mwoee tham 1,7 million
petvre srholisbips and B fonships
aniezlly, valued atooes 504 hilkion
asoof I

miow comsider Iinfrastrociune,
education, amd pellurion: 1n the
2034 fnlwpsriodvare raskings: by
thie Weald Popestatieon Heview, the
1.5, was ramked sevench, while
Tlin ranked 2816 Aceanding, o
the latest 5 Warld Unlversity
Rankings, ke US has 191 ranked
usaversliles, induding 44 In the
1o LOHE, whse e s Loedfa o a5
ramibed wnivarsies and moes n
(52 Loy B0, Last vear, Indlz's cypical
wag riaked the most polluted sicy
iy the woid, Collectively, these
fackors have Incenthized ImSa
st calenbed wirrkird L enniris
tvihe LU, poosweie miter hanio
Imlia’s gt development

I light of the Al revalutian,
which mreskes i enackil e couniries
o probict iheir e s and s
e pppomunities- sometbing fhar
B Impassisle without the right
barmam resturces- Thebnss of Indla's
rigriisn minads Beconses even moe
pesssing. Namnlhy, a ok of 1aleni
could hether disadvaniage India
widch was already far hekind in
the plobal Al rave, Iedveremly,
Trimpi snove ooekd allow India
o i of s s kllled woekdnoce,
which pould iead to & chance to
rake 3 more aciive robe B0 the &
race. However, [BiE muist delinilely

i, Bk wirwarrantod oplimism
as India's cappeity oo pake full
whvarilage of 1his apporomily &
stibconsmdned by the=nve clanents
thir droe inbimied poople toaslocme
1y Liniied Scaves: infrastyuctune,
funding for peszoeh, s slfvoumble
bupiiess envircnomeni
Tomiake the polnt cloar, aoemmes
[ir raadine thad creatng A syedems
necessares 3 hrps masEmeEnl in
Was Rugretfulke reither che public
nar privine sector of leda inves
much in resemsch and deveiopmeni
T privaee secton meke dini Nzen
{rmvestan e I counries that hawe
suczessiully developid Al sysiems,
e the gt nimen) cannot be hekd
i pehy nesponsible, A e ge
of GOP, |ndin’s L&D has
siatyedl herween b L w1 il
whikch |5 kesa them the glehal verape
anul Lk rhein than of notions ke ke
L5, Chima, and Smath Koned.

Furtheymane, only roughly 36
per 2nn of India's tedal R&D
eape e oo T e privaie
serior, eunpeied o over 7 per
pent i tkese oiber roundnes, Ly
RRD Imesmind in Desdlin e
that: retainieg ralented individuals
does ninl aulsmankeally cranshbe
ined the coeathom of Al sysiems
The Eaci thad Al innevatins Dy pniy
originate from sLar - SC0ERIEME
ihail ndeEde enbEnrenamship s
amccher crucial paint Indla hasyet
joesrablizh siach an eowironment
For Enstanee, take the cocporate
iRy systerm Bn both courdrigs: The
Tax Cuis ond Jobs Acl of 3007
establisked the 3 per dee N4 £A0e
i the Uniitif Sraves. Al cofporace
e brackens ore subjece o the
s rale. N conumst, morporace
rasiz in Indio range Fom 25 b 30

perceni plussindiaiges Bisinsynas
i Murther bindened by the intricacy
ared ambiguity of [=lin’s tax laws
iy smnlier ames chal < aonat
eilord professional advioe Delays
mnd & ek ol Fansparency in mx
mdmimistracion are examples af
Irefficlencies 1bal cis imeeeass
i E0p i1 sned e NSO e ca evaslon.
The fevourable business cimaii
Im Califeenia nndodsnedly mided
the Inditn talent who migrated
e and sioidish ed their et nesss,
bt & looks unlikely thai India
1_'|l:ulil|lm‘-fll-t'aml-’ul}|:r|:lm'ﬂ-n'ﬁli=i
|:.:|T||,|||||,:I||||EI|I!.-:E|'I|=||11T|'.'. »

Aniaher possl & ol Trump's
dectshon bs that Indboould experence
a teonprary decline in wages insid
of seaing an inérmie indomesi
Al job creation. Thiz s becauss
wurkera who may hme migmied
1o 1hs Unived Stares will o scay
higpe, boostiog competldon Inberms
of hath guantity and calibre, The
Trect thiak Al s now peclo g tashs
like homewenk and asswsments
ikt are pypically used s isdeae
|:l-:l|'il.'i1:||u'|-. amdesmining the

e m iy of degErded and cRaing

infomeolien: mE ey, complicaies
chis shiuaclon. Shari-term Whge
pressure i likeSy 1o coantiness, and
W might oedy satkside if some of
thibs wlemt moves abropd, perbags
to Comanda, the Usingd Kingdom,
Axpatpadia, of Cermany, where there
may be o greater infhos of [mdinn
professionaki.
Uirmnanehy: retsining inkeni within
[redis alone will not be sufficent
The country will certlage b T
thepetraisneniehal that have
haeg Been part of discourse.
andd these [ssues may rrow be (ome
Ever more pressing, [ i lime For
policymakdare W dadide how Eair
1z livemge the cuerena situation
T hi grrableons ane well underspood,
and many of the potendal sohnions
are aiready clear, including higher
R&D spending. greater domestic
Al jofo creation, easier business
oondidors, sl bnescer impeovemems
inEndiatssuandard ol living, among,
nthere Thenefore. whal is now
reaprined is decisive amion.
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Trump's mawve mory
nat immediately
foree o reverse
bred drain
becouse those
who are already
saftled info the
American way
of life may opt
ta find ways fo
confinue il

MILLENNIUM POST (P-7), 27 SEPTEMBER 2025

The Indian Dream

Donald Trump may have crushed the American dream for kighly skilled
talent, but here's what we can do to retain our youth on Indian shores

or far oo baeg, Indlan
techies  harboored
the Amezican dneam.
Wigh o swilt Band,
L5 President TDonald Tramp
et punchured those lofy pland
The of the sky-high
H-1B of USEY 0 0 0He i
a brutal decision, alright and
withoul sy rationale excopt
et thie wihilms of an ecome-
tric megalomaniac Indians
make up 71 per ceak of H-18
hinkders, with Ammeon and Tata
Conmultancy Services (TCS)
lewding the recruber list, The
1% heciai il o Kb incredibie
Indiam wr#ﬁi:-:-ﬂnfﬁuun-
erees winild queue op oo lap up
ﬂu.l:h:'r.lcllmlh:E: the fesi
i e
Tramps move may nek
mmediately force a neveriy
brain draln becouse thoss
wo are already settied mba
the Amerbzan way of lfe may
apt o Foul wiys Lo continue
it But Jors talle of tlusae win
haven't fiown the cessg Fet, o
thase who have heen pescked
hy the 2od rlrl-:wl-'::l !‘mlr.
and patri-
Mﬁhﬁwm1nﬂ fuse
fellow l=dlans b work asel
build im Indsa. But the prom-
ised lamal has been oo :.w-
ling; wirih its Inl pay pckages
;EMrg.w]i‘pufiﬁLLn%j:
has not pet managed be Fetain
ol af 1 fleeing talent, phamy
of whom have chasen peacii-
:d.l.l.r-:-mn*'-:ﬂ"lﬂriﬂ!#
wamne haree chosen eleaner ain
salfe public iransport, and an
grhasid slandard of ving.
Hasl meww wie hiswe any oppuriu-
iy = a chaiice b anoe a in
:III{I.B-I."’IF wmirk e W lvak
el s for wmirk

Trars p's wyvs rany nat imericiately farte o reverss brala devie, bt boooaie thit whi ore giready 1afiled inta the earinn wry of life may opt
ia fnd woyd Va contime IF

The fee hife on now visas
can pave the way for laid-oll
woakers who are viza holdera
MW B 5 sugges! that in
maymﬁ:n-e,nhﬁl 1.4 Inikh
tgchaes have been Fanded the
pim alip, while 238 [akh e
R o bn 024 The UK. Ger-
ALY, China, snd Canada are
al b Burn 1hae N ghienbeg
of & mmmigratinn poakcy e
thzir advaniage, They ase jurn-
imgg an the charm mmrnﬂw-
imp friemly, prodicrasle policies
and aibraciive incestives. And
Parres whaee my ploa goes oul
g aall wiiie founders, investons,
iy busineaies, and e gos:

erninent. Foaget Make Ami-
ica Caneat Again [WMAGAT lat’s
Pelalee TrudBa Gireal Again for
STEM (sckence, echmology:
regimering and miathemat-
i) professicaals. Lets make
il rerrardiog lor sur woakioro:
5o (st Elvgy s see A Opmaand
pmrmmnd tifuctoay, Lets
dole oot momg nesssinch it
anil mﬁhrslmups Lt muome
WRTI aed Enkre e vl
1 shart g bn Ieediae a0 that
thary coen, 1 Bl aleo creahe
e juba. Ll cusr gawern
TeTilE enolivate bech commga-
nies so conmincingly that they
i ignm'-_' wiARirgt i sheg of

exparding on Indian shoses
Thaerv & dio a sirong porsibil-
i ol s v mimber of

lebal capabaliny cenires [GOC
E-:l wef g iy ladian. which
vl b cos-dtective and
p[lgruun,lu!.'ri.iﬂltl:td I'nrrig,u
cormpuaniies that cas still hirg
Braflany taberid. Bsprerissay that ai
prescnd, 1,600 GUCs are opera-
ing vl of Bedia, ||:I'|-1I1-g L
niillion |||u|'hi' £ Az pera
IWWE Ip s keid than 30 pex
comd al Fachunas S0 conipisic
have GOCs in India creatmg
& Puakenlizd 61 per c0uk SSm
mion ol GO iy the pei <one
pleof yeas

Reatisiically IFI.'.'.k.IrIg.
U5 smmnigration palicks o
highdy mlfedpr-:llu-uund-n'u'
:hﬂaﬂ-_ Trumrl IMAY 50w =0,
and Dndfan cegotiafors may
sudcged. Bul i we ang ba baahd
A% ikgit Bharat withoa U0 AT
Il ecomaosry by 2007, we
need appiber clannmic wive
This resurpense will roguire
strooger potioss and goy
SEWTNET UpPpoit, a3 als bop
hisman resouross. Unbnow-
ireth Tewmip may howe just
fernaded wia 1he sl dhirer ko
push the pedal an aor growh,
e rimuss ke the pecal ol ®
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VINAYSHIL
GAUTAM

A lireranine SUTVEY on strategy, be it personal,
wroup, arinsthstional, has been abtempoed mual-
tiple rimes since the pariod when such Hbera-
fue was firg recopnised to exist Vardous
schoods of thought have been marked, debated,
and accepied o rejected. This has given rise o
wvariods schools of thowght, from the passiist
approach to the activist approach. Indeed, (o
hirve & strategy is considered basic to the act af
survival, and everyone practices soame sUraegy
at some leyel, irrespective of the sioe of the insti-
ko o the staiune of the individual, This 1s not
the: place to get into the lengthy Berate survey
afwhat is available, &3 such an effont woalo it
erally take thausands of man-hours.

There are additionally reglonal differences in
the quality of amalysis from one regoan
another, refiecting various schoals of thought
according (o languages, according bo region,
and according bo e

An ilkustration may help, Going by the time
dimension, human history iz divided into
anclent times, madisval tmes, and madern
e Sch distinctions ane useful, butance ane
scarts anadysing problems, Heues can and do
arise, Ancient limes obviously begin wich time
immemarial, but it takes on a literature survey
oidy when fssues of periodisation are sodved.

There can be na beginning of histary unless
some evidence is there o mark the times. The
miarking af the times can be architectursl, Bin-
guistic. orinde=d any traces which the peaple
al the time left behind for pasterity to ind and
analyse,
abviowsly, all human beings spoke, and
sinoe time immemaonial, there mu;; haureHheen
a lamgua pe: ofherwise, no cammunity of Homo
sapiens could have sundved, They needed i talk
to each other and nelate to one ancthes
Hiowever, spoken leaves na tracks, and
for langisage Lo SUrvive, it must have 3 script
without @ soripe, no traces can be found. One of
rhe clcest languages In the warkl s the language
used by the Egyplians. )
Theey usnd Iz In thelr active Commerce, ngo-
o weartare, ranning of the state, ard comimer-
Cial activicies, ard for evenything alae which
PlEnan BanES Need [0 Cammunisale Over o
keep thi cf tian Zalng. The script wisch they
wied hias been called hieroglyphs, Hieroglyphs
have been deciphiered, and Egyplian wrilingon
walls, pilars, and elsewhere can be deciphered
[ knaw about the times, |0 was largely pictar-
ial, and lateram, e study of langueges shos
thak fhsese scripts ewalved piclumes gave Wiy [
simplified presentations, and static alphabets
eyolyed Inao Aowing alphabecs linked with esch

PIONEER (P-8), 27 SEPTEMBER 2025

Being simple as the route of success

It has not even created, with sufficlent vigour, its own school of thought, Yet the truth is that when comparative strategy
formulation begins, being simple and direct, succeeds as nothing alse can

The Dioneer

| SINCE 18565 |

FOR BEING
SUCCESSFUL IN
LIFE, BEING
SIMPLE IS WORTH
A TRY. THE MATTER
NEEDS CAREFUL
THOUGHT AND
MUST BE
EXPLORED FOR
DUE ACTION

e wine B & sril-kroen
e EEmEn, conpdio al
|wermadianal maia

|
@ etimeeer

. FThe D ey
a dadyplereer

other, That is anacher sieay.

Thee number of scripts acrass the workd 15
h Thers is the Roman, the Devanagar, the
Chinese, the Arabec, and the list goes on. Each
of these meather scriprs had s own dominant
language; Bustratieshy, the Baman scripbwas
kncwn for its Lamin and Greek languages.
Dievamagarl was known far its Sanskrit and Pali
texts, and this Bat also goes onwith varialions
of languages which ame to be written In
scripds swch as Arabic or Chiness. Madern-day
Undu, for exampde, has a serong Indluwance from
the Arablc scrips, and wnlike Roman or
Devanagari, which @& witten from left to
right, it Fallows the rightto left Bow typical of
the Arabic script

The differnrce in fow fram left ta nght and
gt to beeft 38 50 obwicas thal loneeds na Rarther
explanation or elaharation. Similardy, the
Chimese script has its own characters, and
unlike the Roman or the Devana@ard SCripds,
it has its alphabets In a discrate manner and
daes nat have the flow which the Roman or
the Devanagarl beats have,

Be that as itmay, ullimately, languags ger-
erated L8 e typobagies, and civilizatins
viere fathered also according to linguistic
delimitation or diferensiagion. The languages
and the sub-languages which arcse are 0o
miany ta relace bn the limibed § pace al s fext,
Soan enough, cheilizations Started comrmd -
cabing on [ e GWerTanes,

There were suthors who saar |'|r'.!'.l' 3
adistnctve foree scrosy culiural Boundapies,

anid 3 noted Britsh author even attempbed
what he called the History of English-speak-
Eng Pesple.” The interesting dimension af this
history was thar ethnically it included
Americens, Africans, Asians, Australians, Even
thawgh English was writhen in Raman SEFipt,
ather languages attained prominence using

the Raman script while hiving & dilfsrent ies-
fity ol their o, [nteresting raferences can be
faund by moing through the narrstives n
Frenich, N'I'II.QLI:EIE. German, and the |Ist ran
be long. The Savonlc script Is pervasive i
Russsian and other similar languages, creaong
EVEN more varietes im numan oypodagy.

Be that as it may, the lang and shodval e
matter i that as the scripts multiplied, sodis
the languages, and 5o did the strategies, The
quest for success becams 3 subiect manerin
is own flﬂll. and even [Meranene DerEys
refiected che amaunt of thought devated m e
rancept af supcess, along with the growin
number af sorategic optlons that emerged.

Im tinls mesd ey of competitive suciess sl
e, e thing har has skipped mach aiem
ticn s that It ks the urge ta be disccessiul nis
led o all these schoods of thought. Indeed, pt
oo Fch attention has been paid o b2mg
ﬂ'mp{t and scraightfonsard dor achigwing
SCESS,

Since nobody B expectad 10 be simpse o
srraigholionaard, perhaps being simple and
straightiforward gives rise o the grasmest
ampimni of sucoess stories. This has rarely been
srudied in sufficient academic depi [0 ks not
even created, with sufficient vigour, its cwn
srhial of thought. Vet the eruth is that when
rmpa.ral:i'l.'-e spraiegy farmulacion hEE'l-Jli-
eing simple and direct, succeeds 45 nothing
alie can,

Fertups the trme has come to take a kaokat
this poing of weew and realise hat not 5
Isaneiey the hﬂtpqlll:y_hutb.equ pla ane
siralghitfarward has the potential of b&ing ore
of the best sirategies. At loast, a5 long as few
pecple see it a3 a possibisty, for belng sucees
ful Iri Nife, Being simple is worth a3 my, T8¢
matter needs carehal thought and must b=
exploned for due achion, «gielg ;

i
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The true measure of gerth is job creation, not just GDP

ety
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stich tha Gl Bve counéres
om Ematmembnr], Huvdon, S
14, the Rapuibe of Koms
mral Hngapore flhins @
A} Lneosbion Elficancy
58 mesanEe of the alomes
pirebared froavs ol Lres Epuls
o dend Fer in
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“fhatlﬂ“_bﬁ.'{.ﬁmﬁegm;_mﬁ? foe both American and immigrant workers? Do overseas workers
displace Americans 11 LR jols 1':_""119'[&?_ % show? What are inrigration Eeyers saving?
What are the trend likely o .‘__%ml—lﬁ%@“._-_._--_m L1 Byt sl

Saptapame Ghish

The soory so Fan
i September 19, 115, Presiden;
Comald Trump signed a procdamstion
vigas by about G0 times to §100,000,

Them}h.ucmﬂﬂ']lmdﬂmhghjpm
s 1 bredp “ciirh abuses thar us
workers and usdirtine nationsl security®. A
renbtive calm refurmed when 1

clarifbed the revised e would only be jor new

applications; slarting September 21, and not for
present visa-balders or thase up for renewsl,

What Is the purpase of the hike

The: entiee compesiailon Tevolves aroand the
percepiton that the H-AB visa prograsnms was
Ezading to a “dissdvantageens lsbour merker for
American citzens". The H-18 programme seeks
to belp emiployers in the LLS. obdain crucial sidlls
and abifities, not existing within the current
Iocal workdoroe, by authocing them (o
tempararily bricg certain pecislised talent from
creeriead 1o work in 1 U5, Howeve, te White
Huause the programme has been :
exphrited to make (@ challepging for U5 STEM
graduates to find jobs. This iz because X
companies prefer to hire foreign workers at 2
“slgnéficant discount”. It has been misised o
the soofend whene sech compandes Bave Gred
theedr doenestic workfaroe in Gwvour oF B-1B
workers, the White House alleges.

Wihkar's the argoment fior legal migration?

1o & srvey conducted by the 108 -hused think
tank Pew Eesearch Centre in 2004, sbout 40% of
respondents befieved high-skilled workers
should be given top priority for legal

-

g o) x
Wi ruiles L5, Preicent Denaid Trume tiges erder lvtroducing a 51,09,000

HINDU (P-12), 28 SEPTEMBER 2025

What does Trump’s latest H-1B directive state?

H-1B visa
regime

Toie dai H-LB visng a1 Sha Whikts Helse s Septomier 19, SETTY MAGES

| Emmigration. Abt 60% of respandesis aid

ants Al fodbs that LA, citfzens do pot
want, Fusther, Darsel sobdia, former professoo
ol seoounging infermation and mansgement
the Kellogg Schioal of Managemaent (LLE ), had
investigated these questons m 2086 with respéc
o <18 wrkers bired as suditors. He chserved
thart the workers, most of whoen aplended 1.5,
schools, toak jobs i “less desirable offices o
that [which] require highly specialised skills®.
Thus, e Infered, “they complemsent — rather
than displace = LA warkers”, His reseanch
came zcrnss no evidence that hiring mese H-B
workers koavered wages af these aflives
Hirweser, e cntioned b ey nos be true for
Inreigneeducaeesd Ha8 holders in the U5
employed af outeooncing firms.

Arccording o data from the LS. Citirenship
and Cmigration Services (USCIF), AmE0n.Com
s the mast prominent emplover of HAE
employess, followed by the Indin-hased Tata
Consuilancy Services, Microsofl, Mets and
Appie. Tndla was the top beoeflary of the H-1B
programemie in 2024, aconumting for 714 of
approwed benefichries. The U5, approved more
thin 2.8 Bkh [ndian H-AD workers, sonoss varied
enptiocs, ab the end of 2024, accoeding vo dima
freum (e UFACTS, The agency kad given appoowal
o apprcimately 4 lakh applicants during the
periad; of these, i approved caby about L4 akh
applicants for initial employment. 1 the USCIS
repeives more registrafons tean the veas
pravisimed foc the vear, (@ nms 2 fogiery 1o
determire eligitility, Pro-immigracom sdvocacy
grotsp Americin Inumigrackn Council ohserves
thist the presence of silled legal immigramts
ensures 1t businesses expand their operations
i thee L8, el than searching for mvenoes
overseas, Fusther, i 2o notes that immigmants
are knewm bo create new' basinesses and helpmg

the labour marked, Prominens sxamples
beling Elon Musk [Eeutls Afrkean and Canadian
descerth and Sergey Brin (Husslan migrant who
founsded Googhe with Larry Pagel. Additionally,

HAB haklers are Bof just contributors 1 the
more husiness-camric sectors bue alio civic
ssspmiials like medicine and healih, a5 wel as
educational and scientific resesrch, In a keter Lo
the Secretary of Homeland Zacuriny, Krissd
Npem, post the directive, the American Medicsl
Associmton (AMA) empbasiend tee “growing

iweed far [a) larger physicias woekdorce thal the |
155, rarmcs Al o i oe,

Why s Imumégration 3 ‘problem’ in the 0.5.7
In has arder, Pressdent Trump guobéd a 30607

wnudy Chat sraned that wages for native 115
compunier sciertises would have been ZE%-5.1%
higher with employment being apgroximarely

% baeher (i 20010 i thye abgence of an
ﬁiﬂﬁlﬂmu. I# i interesting to nate that
the samee shudy, amrﬂdbrprdemntmm
thwaﬂrnilﬂthiganmdmmuﬁn' af
Chicagn, stated trmsgrasicn helped lower rices
and mﬁdﬂl:ﬂmlﬂfﬂwbylm.ﬂ
henafiring cor@umers. _

The: sory is, howeves, not that simple. Earlier
thés year, the 115, Equal Employment
Oppaortusities Commaission (EEDC) was Jearni o
be investigating Mumbai red TCS for
diserimination I S of H-B workers.
Bioomierg reported last December that at least
Hﬁﬂlmmp‘.ﬂp!:tﬂﬂﬁ]ﬁmw{m!‘-!{“
FEDC slieging they were fired in favour of hiring
[edian workers. TCE dismiseed the allegations &
“maeritless and misleading™. In fact, the
11,5 -headcuartered IT solusions provides
Cagnizant too found el mised in smilar
allegatians (in 2017}, The company wai lso
aociueed of firiog non-Souch Asans at
“disproportienally Bigh rates”, [ did sat neceis
& fewourabie werdicr and sought to challenge it &
RN “appropriate tme”.
alleged misase has traditionally had bipandsan
suppart fram both Democrats and Republicars.
Demecrats, induding senstor Bernie Sanders,
hewe malmtained che peed w0 reform the regime
w0 addzess “low-aage indanmared servants from
abroad”, “The cheaper the labour they hire, the
more maney the billionaires make,” he had said

What lbes alveud?

Ay Srivasciva, founder of the Global Trade
Besearch Indtatdvn (GTRIL, in The Hindu's
‘Parley’ podeast earBies this week, polneed oo
that the hike in vis Gee males i abmost

- Imipessitde for amyone to he hired, swept 1op

STEM gradusabes. Mo LS. compamy i going o
take & Tk ghen the vitiated policical
ervironment,” be obsersed. Bt Mr, Srivaseyd
also podirted &1 a “lre-lnown” cluss in s
direrrve, widch allows Sar a wabeer i the
applicant serves in & project of *ratonal
hm‘.mmdmlm
o challenge the directive is inevitable. Ina
Facehook past, 115 based Lmmigramcs lesyer
Karin Wolman sald the prelamaton was
“drafted hadly” and abliseaied propeses. e
argiies that akiy e President has the powerta
execute 3 travedfmmry ban, ﬂm'm‘-l"-"mm:ﬁﬂ
would have 10 ba formally esrablished &8 beng
“rensonably relafed 1o agency costs”. FIEEHE
they can only be put cat with 3 furmal DOt
supporeed by 4 corsultation oves a perind
f‘f’&"‘" bi|I1F|-ﬂ-l u

Mr. Trumg's dipecohve comes sguinst a banger
hacldron of tariffreiated tensions heoween the
145, and Indlia. Endusery body Masscom holds
that with the revised fee effecttve with the next
ot ey coeeed M R

& 118, worald have G

In ch mm]-,wrgixﬂiﬁn!‘lp““':h

| Rasaiceady increased “memendaoushy”. el v~

it
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INDIAN EXPRESS (P-10), 28 SEPTEMBER 2025

UPSC (@ 100: The story

of India’s top recruiter

WHEN THE Constitution came into effact
in Inhia on January 26, 1950, so did some
institutions that enabled the foundation of
anewly demnocratic nation. One such inst-
tution was the Unlon Public Service
Cormmission (LIFSC) kecated at Dhiol

Hause on Shahjahan Road in New Dellnw

Abthe ime itwas founded on October 1,

1926, under the Covernment of India Act,
1915, the UPSCwias known as the Public
Service Commission. Before its current
mame, between 1937 and January 56, 1950,
it wias called the Federal Public Service
Commissian{FPSC).On October 1 this year,
the highest rcnster afoficials to the Indian
goverrument will enter its centenany year,

A constitutional body, its mandate un-

der Article 320 {outlines the funcrtions of
Pubdic Service Commuissions ) is toconduct
aexaminatons for appemtments to the sery-
icesof the Lindon and Stabe respectuehy”™.

Today, the UPSC maosty holds wrinen
exames [wsually the twve-tier prelims and
mmains} and mtervievws (called personaliny
testy | According toits labest annual repart.
durimg 202.2-23, the UPSC comducted 15me-
Cruitment exams — 11 for chvil services and
four for defence services,

UPSCs moots date back to the armval of
the East India Company inIndia as a “radi-
tional tradimg concern” in the J600s As a
~traditional trading concemn”, its employ-
ags — witters, and junior and sendor mer-
chants —were purely mercantile servants,
appointed and paid according to their indi-
vidual meits for decades. nthe second half
of the 18th century, especially after the
Commpany’s wichomies iy the Eatrjtufﬂaw
in 1757 and the Battle of Buar in 1764, it
realised its new role — to rule India

Around this me, Governor Generals
Warren Hastings(from 1773 10 1785}, Lord
Wiellesley (from 1798 1o 1805)and Lord
Cornwallis (from 1786 to 1793 had re-
shaped the bureaucracy in British India,

By 1858, the character of the Company
and its civil servants had changed Toman-
age arich empire like hthaeﬁ:lmﬂf the
Company had started feeling the need to
wnhnmuﬂﬂﬁ.ﬁfﬂi&ﬂﬁjﬁm
istrative machinery was essentially based
aethe structure of the Mughal-era, though
the Company kept refining its admingstra-

The Macaulay Committes of 1854 was
a hages leaip forward in the direction of mod-
emm-day buresucracy, In 1855, a Civil Service
Commission came intoexistence in Ertain,
By 1858, ifs jurisdiction was extended tothe

NERPURHHITE LU

Indiam Ciwil Service (IC5) AL first, recruit-
ments to the Commission were done via
the direct rolite = through a written est
and, fneeded, an mvierdiew. After the First
World War [1914-1918), a S=ff Sefection
Board | 55B) was s&t up o manage this.

However, entry o the Commission
wioatlidl remadn out ofbounds for Indians Gl
1922 Two years after the [C5 exams started
being held in India from 1922 amaands, in
1524, the Lee Commission recommended
early establishment of a Public Service
Comumission inthe country. From 1826on-
waards, the 558 handed over the responss-
bility of recruitments b this very Public
Lenvice Cormumession. Sir Ross Barker servad
as itschadrpersen wl 1932,

Anew proposal under the Government
oif ndia Act. 1935, established a Comemission
fior bath the federation and eadh province
o roup of provinces. By the time this new
format — the Federal Public 52rvece
Commission{FPSC)— rmolled out inan April
1,197, and Sir Eyre Gordon took over from
Sir David Petrie asits chairperson, Indiawas
nnﬂyadec.ﬂeanq,'ﬁ-nmhﬂep:qm.
Already, the Constitution was being de-
bated and provisions were being framed for
an independent recruiter of civil servants
inlndia,

When India became independent on
Alguist 15, 1947, the FPSC was lreaded by ils
first Indian chaef, Hl:]-i:ripaiarl'..ﬁftgfmﬁ
N Banerjes headed the Commission [rom
1949 1o 1955. During his tenure.the
Constirution came into effict. as did two
change of names — the FPSC was now the
UIPSC, while the ICS was renamed as the
Indian Administrative Service (IAS]

The UPSC's miost prestigious eamind-
tion s the Civil Service Exam [CSE). Nearly
10 lakh candidates apply for the predimi-
nary best (Civil Service Apdrude Test or C-
SAT} far recruitment to the three all-india
services — 145, Indian Police Service and

p ik

A,

..?;;‘1?,-“3 The Union Public

vy VB Service Commission

: '],;.',: is headquartered at
il Dholpur House in
——  MeswDelhi's

Shahjahan Road.

Gerry Images

Indian Fogest Service — and several other
senaces, called Central Crvill Services. In
202227, the UPSC received and progesssd
3351 lakh applications. Despite the mas-
stvenumber of applicants. the fee [or UPSC
exams i amang the lowest compared to
that of several state Public Secvice
COMUTHSRIONS,

The UPSC's Dholpur House headguar-
bers, where it shifted in 1952, too has an in-
teresting backstory: Belonging to the erst-
while Raja of Dhalpur, Lidai Bhan Singh, it
was ransfemred to the govermment after
Independence, when the Raja decded 1o
merge hes state with the Unionaf India The
Rzfawas thenappainted asthe Rajpramiukh
( sirnilar toaGovernor) afthe Matsya Union,
a srate created wath the merger of some
princely states after Independence, This
buildirg continues to be the hause of LIPS,

Crier theyears, the UPSCinstituted sev-
eral reforms within. It has also disclosed
several details refated to s exams after
Ripghit to Information (RT1} queries were
filed, though it resisted the [aw at fires,

Various commissions and committees
— the first Administrative Reforms
Commission of 1966 (headed by Morarji
Desai and later by K Hanumanthassh), the
Thorat panel of 1567 (headed by L Gen 5P
P Tharat), the Kothar panel of 1976 eadad
by Dhawalart Senggh Kiochan), the SatishChandez
panels of 1989 and 1990, the Alagh
Committee of 2001 (headed by Y K Alagh),
the P C Hota paned of 2004 and the Arun
Migavehar paned af 2012 — too have shaped
the LIPS CUITENE Mecnuiment pattern,

As it enters its centenary vear, both
Central and  stare-Bevel  service
Commissons are Srugghing to retain thesr
credihility, espedally in the walke of mal-
practice by candidates like Puja Khediar,
whowas demised asan A5 officerin 2004,

Thoe wrifier i Seniior Associofe Editor
The Indion Express
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Harzsm Jam

the young man who flung  borob in
the Central Aszernbly, who wallked

tumed defiance into legend < Vet
there was another Bhagat Singh, less aften
recalled —the thinker who measured the limits
.of violence, the strategist who recognised the
strength of misss action, the writer whe drafied
& future inwonds,

Armimg his scattered writings, his Mezenge to
the Punjab Students’ Conference, delivesed on
October 19, 1020, standz apart. Itweas resd alowd
to the gathering by Subhas Chandra Bose, who
presided over the conference held st Bradiugh
Halll, Laksore, This brief text, frarmed a3 a “wire-
less message” fom Bhagst Singh and
Batukeshwar Dutt, reveals a turming point in
i thought: a shift from ermed militancy toa
vision of mass political mobilisation rooted in

“Todayr, we canmot ash the youth o take to pis-
tols sed bombs," the meszage beging, The sen-
teree Is startling in its candour, coming from a
man who only months earlier had carmied out
the Azserably bombing and had stood unrepen-
tanit in oourt, Bt this was not a renunslation of
revolution. IE was a sober recogrition that spo-
radic acts of violence could not carry the weight
of & netional movement. Bhagat Singh had
geen how the assassination of Saunders,
though dramatic, had not stirred the masses
beyond outrage, He had seen hiw the Assem-
bily bambs, designed as a protest, could at best
saveleen but ot organise, The hoar demanded
g different spproach

With the Congress preparing o demand com-
pdete independence at its forthcoming Lahore
segsion, Bhagat Singh understood that the
gtage of Indian politics was shifting. In this
moment, he chose 1o urge students to adopt a
mone arduous and mone enduring robe —that of
pducators, organisers, and torchbearers of reve-
Tubionary consciousawess,

For Bhagat Singh, independence was never to
b dafinad by the mere withdrawal of British
ke, “A revohition that will bring freedom and
woukd render exploitation of man by man
imipogsible " the message declaned, Here, inone
phirase, lies the manine Bhagat Singh: nationat-
ist, socaabist, and humemist. His was not the

TRIBUNE, (MAGAZINE-3), 28 SEPTEMBER 2025

dreairn of & flag replacing a flag, It was the aboli-
tian of all forms of eqloitation — impertalist,
capitalist, fimidal, and casteist The words echo
unmistakeably of Mardst thought, but they are
alkso grounded in India's own reality, in the vil-

To hirn, a struggle that ended with the trans-
fer of posrer to a new Indian elite would be no
liberation at all. Thue freedom meant economic
justice, social equality, and & republic tuilt on
salidarity. Thet vision, he told the youth, was
their responsibility to carry forward.

Thi: students, he argued, rmust becorme the
aage fiowed, “The volith have to comey the mes-
sage af revolution to the farthest comer of the
country, o the paeating millions in factories,
glums, and village huts" The appeal is remark-

On his birth anniversary, it
Is fitting to recall not only
the image of Bhagat Singh
walking to the gallows, but
also his voice, his message

b It was ok addressed o beaders or nolables,
rior to the educated elite alone, but to those liv-
ng M “wormeout oottages™ and “industrial
shurns”. Bhagat Singh was redefining the very
constituency of politics: the poor, the workers,
the peasants, And it was the educated youth,
with their relative freedarm and aooess, whowens
wwharged with the task of awakening therm.

The revalition was 1o be buili not on t=olsted
conspiracies, but on the slow, patient, and disci-
plirsed work of conseiousness-raising,

In making this appeal, Bhagst Singh also
bumed to his own peovinee. “The Punjab is
eomsidered politically backoward” he admitted.
Rather than bask in the mortial pride of kis
homeland, be asked itz students to confront
the stigma of inertia and prove it false
Fesposnaibilify, he rerminded them, was niot dis-
trbuted evenly by geography; it had to be
pesurmed. And to give fesh Lo this responsibil-
ity, he imvoked the fresh memory of Jatindra
Math Das, who had died only weeks earlier

Bhagat Singh to students

afler a Gi-day hunger strike in Lahoee Jail

"Following the glorious example of our great
miartyr Jatindra Meth Das™ he urged, Jet the
youth rige with fortitude and Armmness. Das’
sacmificewas not to be mourned in silence but to
e translated into action. In thal mement, Bha-
gat Singh turned martyrdom into pedagogy,
grief into fuel for organised struggle.

What emerges from this brief message is not
Justan exhortation but a political doctrine. Stu-
dents were nof to be mere demonstrators or
ternporary recruits ioa nationalist cause. They
wiere b be the vanguard of an ideological move-
ment, tasked with spresding socalist con-
srioysness, organising the dispossessed, and
shaping the moral compess of the nation.

Ehagat Singh's tone i not reenantic, nor s it
sentimental T iz instructive, poecise, and
demanding, He does not flatter the youth; he
burdens thern He does not call for blind zacei-
fice; he calls for clarity of thought, discpline,
and political responsibaity,

Bhagat Bmph hed entered politics as 4 teenag-
er—impationt, impralsve, and drasm to the dra-
ma of corspiracy, By 1529, in jall and surmound-
ed by compades, he had groem indo a thinker
whiemuld look beyond the immediacy of action.
His subsaquent essays — on atheism, on the
meearing of revohiton, an the tasks of young
political workers — would deepen this philo-
sophical turn, Butalneady hene, inthas message,
we see him moving from passion to purposs,
frarn the rormance of vinkence to the architectre
of social trensformstion.

The Tribusie, in its Oetaber 22, 102, repost on
the conference, noted: “The president then read
the follmwing message which he s3id the confer-
ence had recetved by wireless from Bhagat
Singh and Mr Batukestoasr Dutt" How the
messagie could heve been transmitted by wire-
les=" from revohotionaries confined in jail is a
puzzle More Whedy, itwas a thetarieal fhovrishor
a device bo dramalise He armval. Bul the Getlon
itsedf b5 revenling. It qupgests how the fimre of
Bhagat Singh had already becotre larger than
life — his words expected o beap over prizom
walls, to traved inwvisibly across airwsenes, fo
speak o youth as by direct comumumicn. Myth
wis being woven even as history unfalded.

He glorified net death, but purpose. His res-
lution was not merely against cofonial rule, but

inet inustice itself
— Thewriter isan author and publisher
4 rmi’f
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The American Dream has not died, but has certainky eamed itself
ahefty price tag both in dollar terms and in terms of peace of mind
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ECONOMICS TIMES (P-6), 29 SEPTEMBER 2025

Make the State School
System Fit for Purpose

India’s education sector has become a perpetual sandbox—end-
less reforms, pilot projects and big-bang ideas keep rolling in,
but old gaps linger, and new ones emerge. As the Fifth National
Conference of Chief Secretaries approaches in November, the
education ministry has red-flagged uncomfortable truths: high
dropout rates (halved in two years, says MoSPI, but still alar-
ming), deep learning gaps, private schools largely missing the
reform bus and the urgent task of future-proofing 43 million
higher education students for an Al-driven world. In short, In-
dia faces aformidable human capital challenge that could derail
the dream of Viksit Bharat.

Tt isn't as if nothing has worked. Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, the

- Right to Education Act, midday meals and
anganwadis expanded access and reten-
tion. More children now enter classrooms
%" 4 andstaylonger But learning outcomes re-

- W main stagnant, and the weakest link—tea-
§ chers—continues to hobble progress. Ap-
%% pointments riddled with politics and pat-

S ronage, inadequate training and poor ac-
countability mean that too many children pass through school
without acquiring even basic skills.

This is the moment for the chief secretaries’ conference to stop
recycling familiar slogans. Jdentify interventions that improved
outcomes in elementary education and replicate or adapt them to
stem losses during the critical transition from upper primary tc
secondary school. Make the state school system fit for purpose-
_schools parents want to send their children 10, not those they
settle for. At the core lies one truth: without committed, compe-
tentteachers, noreformwill stick. Indianeeds aselectionandtra-
ining system that attracts talent, rewards merit, and equips tea-
chers to prepare a generation to learn, innovate and thrive. hﬁ;f

isthe only way todeliver on the promise of Viksit Bharat. @( ;
V,
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Disconnect

There iz a d g flla-
n:nﬂntnmwmm a de-
jree is e e gy bulhBng

dducation is meannd as an
aubarmatic gatrway o eme
phoymeent. However, only
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b related s thelr Reld of
mﬂmum -Hi:hurr!ﬂ
1m n or

Imio unmelared m}ﬂ.:srml:
due 1o lack af intellipence,
but de= e lack af
direc tomn.

(ur edegatian spstem
recnging  syllabus-driven
and exam-oriemed, rarely

with acmeal marke
needs. Thir result is a jgen-
efation of graduates, confi-
dent in theary bat under-
preparad (n appdicsgion. In
sectars ke erginesring,
e discaiicect i ewen
sharper, with over BOGE ol
pradastes demmed unhi lie
care roles.
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HINDU (P-17), 29 SEPTEMBER 2025

The graduate dilemma

We need to rethink education not as a product but as a full-stack
system thar drives emplovment

A eriticsl gap o India's
efucalFn-to-eraploymient
journey is the shaence af
hamds-on With
lirmited  industry  touch-
paines, especially im nom-
mertrns, stadenes graduaie
withour wockplioe mware-
a5, camerunication
akills, cr pordolios tha re-

v 1B
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hst rewanls course coimn-
pPlerion amd  eeoBame i
nunbers, el pacermeni
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hitlld emgiloyer netwaorks
integrane applied Iﬂrr'm;:

of  SEppOrl  Aruchned
el Souderds are
lelt. naindgaring the  most
eritical phase of their ees
- career bunch - argely

v e g

Loaking alicad
The way lorward Bes i
rethinking education nox

ag @ prodhuet b ax a full-
smack systern i drives
employment. This means
introduscing siudenrs carky
tit chis hEt‘ipl:‘ of caraier
possibilicies through kcal-
dsed, rel#able role moddels
amd vernacular resoarces.
Skidlting must lollow, bur in
industry-aligned  formars

ERTY RIRSE SN SIOCAB sy

that are acceszibde and al
fordshle, Mentorship
should no longer be op-
tiomal, |t st ke embed:
e, alummi engagement.
bl sruienared  guildance
that helps smdemts match
their sepengths o 1he righe
£5

Firsally, placemenr suip-
port musr go beyond are
ban job poctals. We need
reghanal [l it aooas
iemes that reflect ool eco-
IHHEG Pealities, comnacting
graduees 1 jobs in BES,
dRgtnl mrvices, loghsiics,
healtheare, and beyond
Jab erearion 't b periph-
eral goal: it is the test af
wohaEther onii echCaB0 SVE-
revn wiorks. IF educaion &
reimagined as o sytem, it
maist he wired inpo de
markl, employer parmer-
ahips, weal enterprise o
cubation, and  clear
employmEnr  pachwags
This means creating jobs
anid nat jusl churning cur
praduzites.

Inifia's od-pech  sector
has a critical rodes to play in
enahling chis rmansforng-
tivm, But the entire focus
meedds v shift Brams enrall-
reegils i ez ble, long-
1Erm oairames. We can no
[onger measure peogness
by soores or degrees alone
Tl Pl mwstric: (s "l ma-
B ¥ouny indans ikl jobs
thar aligm wizh cheir skills™?
It I dme we seopped k-
iz, “How many graduaai-

wd® and  start asking,
“Hirw' many progressed?™
It is il the certncane ifu
secures e fucure; ir & e
patkroy.
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FATRANGA BASU
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npc and nigrigicoss agples and
peel Bl e hirdeeds of Prifus
1har remaln undevelnped,
mmsrune and meect-ndden. Liood
it rght Feam She schood
cLipiilings a Ghild e shifliny 1o
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experimenting whb phvsics Taws
or with chermicall reactions. prctising,
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are. Such pesfemmances tgnice
one's mind strengzhenthe phvsigue
arel generate confldence, The
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sysipe in breclis e b s e
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STATESMAN (P-6), 30 SEPTEMBER 2025

Quality learning can accelerate

enralled in povermment schools
and private schools seems o be
kit over time The perfommane
of chifkdren In numsber recogendiinn.,
pesaniing ared simeple arlthmetic
I ono beien In essence, schaoal
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“Being iHitgrate 15 likg heing
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ol hiske sehessd edisckeinn in India
is remarkahly slow.
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o & mass gl Desp ehiiking
and wide deliberatkons in b
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The ontology of teaching and the burdened self

SAKSHI
SETHI

THE

2'\. n OPINION

FlidsF FEH

In tha ipwering edifion of ety stor, tearbers and schood
leadery dre ofien porrapes 5o sineiess sendneds
paancsant of irowiedge and architeos of ¥uming mandt
Yet befund e chek ateaked harads carefully drated
besion pland, el caim Gernesrers tes @ B olED
wreeriooied BOULELLT e nat superurman
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STRES, SAress, &) EMaTONE upTisdvals as anyone slse
hmn‘!lﬁﬂﬂ”ﬂ W0, Eheeph rowied i care, Té# grieng
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burden these demands place upon those already
SErETT TR Chire & peacher is far more tham a convevar of
kneviRdge, They o iesdon., ooorees] lors,

and SAMECimas SYen SUFTogans pamenty, o A

Beyond the classraom, they batence O e Jlioneer

yed they defing the essence ol iearmng Like sverpore
e, oeachiers and Bohiod Eade s regure redl vindeoos,
and compassion A single wiord ol aapretiation frema
PAIDNC A gRsiuse al Irysn or aye Faa scimoad
rAREMent Of "y are Going eagugh” can ey
VEMME A WRATY FOUTA00r 1T 15 Dima. therelone,

lesson preparasion, assasamania, min- EIUTAEL T 10 recaibran the parenr-leacses selationatag

Istrative duties, and the ever-shifling
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Solomon - like wisdom, enlorce discipline veich delica-
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sanal dermuars, and the cruskeng responsibdicy of
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faeghily. TPirse gtz ey, pucrted i empathy and oonnes

P, parely Teaiuie inrepoat cands or schoal renkmgs,
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sustained reCOsrnligan ol theyr humanicy

AS Each aoh ol vear unialds. i mwonh remembering
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cipafs cale may Prigde durreall To Puifaieie aducses
15T 10 @ U ane Micseny Bt 20 2 reag chey, B0,
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