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OPINION

PROF. RAGHAVENDRA P.
TIWARI

he Union Budget
for education in FY
2026-27 allocates
Rs 1.39 lakh crore, up
from Rs 1.28 lakh crore in
the previous vear. Higher
education, in particular,
has seen a relatively
stronger percentage
increase. While earlier
budgets prioritised access,
infrastructure expansion,
and foundational
reforms, this year marks
a clearer shift towards
employability, future-
oriented skills, and design-
and technology-driven
domains. The emphasis
on skills and workforce
relevance is therefore more
pronounced than before.
This signals a quiet but
consequential shift in
thinking: education is no
longer being treated pri-
marily as a compensatory
social service, but as core

national infrastructure. In
a political culture accus-
tomed to measuring edu-
cation spending through
scholarships, subsidies,
or fee reductions, this is
a less theatrical but more
structural intervention.
Precisely for that reason,
it deserves close atten-
tion. The Budget combines
higher funding with tar-
geted investments in skills,
technology, gender equity,
institutional capacity, and
stronger links between ed-
ucation and employment.
Rather than dispersing
resources across symbolic
schemes, the Budget con-
centrates on strengthen-
ing institutions, building
research and skills eco-
systems, and repairing the
long-missing bridge be-
tween education and work.
This is not an easy political
choice. It offers little imme-
diate gratification, but it is
arguably the right one for
a system that has achieved
scale while continuing to
struggle with quality, rel-
evance, and outcomes.

FROM ENROLMENT TO
CAPABILITY

India’s problem is no lon-
ger a shortage of students,
but a surplus of under-pre-
pared graduates. Degrees

have multiplied faster than
skills; universities have
expanded, but research ca-
pacity remains thin; access
has improved, vet employ-
ability lags behind. The
Budget reflects an overdue
recognition of this reality.
The focus has shifted from
expanding enrolment to
strengthening what insti-
tutions can actually do: im-
part relevant skills, support
meaningful research, and
connect students to work.

This is most visible in
the push towards creative,
digital, and applied skills,
including content-creator
labs in schools and colleges.
Critics may dismiss anima-
tion or gaming as frivolous,
but such scepticism over-
looks their global employ-
ment potential and India’s
competitive advantage in
these sectors. By introduc-
ing these skills earlier in
schooling, the state implic-
itly challenges the hierar-
chy that privileges abstract
academic knowledge over
applied capability. That is
a progressive move, even
if it arrives in bureaucratic
language.

GENDER, ACCESS,
AND THE GEOGRAPHY
OF DROPOUT

The proposal to establish
girls’ hostels in every dis-
trict may appear modest
compared to grand uni-
versity announcements.
Yet it addresses one of the
stubbornest barriers in In-
dian education: the sharp
drop in female participa-
tion after secondary school,
driven less by merit than by
safety, distance, and social
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EDUCATION AS INFRASTRUCTURE: READING
THE 2026-27 BUDGET'S STRATEGIC SHIFT

s

constraints. This is infra-
structure as social reform.
A hostel does not announce
empowerment, but it en-
ables it. If implemented se-
riously, rather than treated
as a numerical target, it
could do more for women's
education than another
round of slogans.

UNIVERSITIES THAT
DO NOT EXISTIN ISO-
LATION

Perhaps the most stra-
tegically significant pro-
posal is the development
of integrated university
townships along indus-
trial corridors. For decades,
Indian higher education
has remained spatially
and intellectually discon-

3
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nected from production,
innovation, and enterprise.
Campuses became islands,
degrees became ends in
themselves, and students
paid the price. By linking
universities with industry,
housing, and research cen-
tres, the Budget gestures
towards a different model:
one in which learning,
work, and innovation re-
inforce each other rather
than exist in isolation.

This approach carries
risks. Such projects can
easily degenerate into
real-estate ventures with
academic branding. Yet the
intent matters. It signals
an understanding that em-
plovability 1s a systemic i1s-
sue, not one to be solved by

L
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»
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-
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adding “skill” buzzwords
to outdated syllabi.

RESEARCH: FEWER
ANNOUNCEMENTS,
CLEARER DIRECTION

Those expecting dramatic
increases in fellowships or
headline-grabbing grants
may be disappointed. In-
stead, the Budget places
quieter emphasis on insti-
tution-led research fund-
ing, centres of excellence,
and interdisciplinary col-
laboration. This reflects
a more mature diagnosis
of India’s research deficit,
which stems not only from
inadequate funding to in-
dividuals, but from weak
institutional ecosystems,
fragmented mentoring,

and limited continuity.
Strengthening universities
rather than chasing publi-
cation metrics is a harder,
less visible reform, but also
the correct one.

A DELIBERATE REJEC-
TION OF POPULISM

What the Budget avoids
i1s as important as what
it includes. There are no
sweeping scholarship ex-
pansions, fee waivers, or
performative announce-
ments designed for instant
applause. This restraint
will attract criticism from
those who view educa-
tion primarily through a
welfare lens. Yet decades
of subsidy-led approaches
have delivered limited
results. This Budget sug-

gests a different logic: stu-
dents are best served not
by short-term relief, but by
systems that build capabil-
ity, mobility, and dignity
over time.

In treating students less
as welfare recipients and
more as future workers,
creators, and research-
ers, the Budget bets on
infrastructure, skills, and
emplovability rather than
blanket subsidies or cos-
metic exam reforms. This
1s a shift India has long

needed.

THE RISK, AND THE
OPPORTUNITY

None of this will matter if
execution falters. Infra-
structure-heavy budgets
are vulnerable to delays,
uneven implementation,
and regional disparities,
with better-resourced
states benefiting first. That
is an argument for stron-
ger governance, not for
abandoning reform. The
deeper significance of this
Budget lies in its underly-
ing philosophy: education
is framed as productive
capacity, not moral obliga-
tion; as investment, not ex-
penditure.

If implemented with se-
riousness and transpar-
ency, this approach could
move Indian education be-
vond mass credentialism
towards genuine capabil-
ity building. In a country
where the demographic
clock is ticking, that is not
merely desirable, it is nec-
essary.

Prof. Raghavendra P. Thwari
Vice Chancellor, Central Uni-
versity of Punjab, Bathinda
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Pushing welfare towards the States
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India’s growth roadmap,
with focus on services

Recognising services  port fr falmt develogenent

and  insdifidional capaciiv.

[ 1 T as a key driver of The establishmestt of AV
..Ghﬂhdr" Mlu'rmd cmmxﬁ?m]jm rsstotas
Baner exports, the Budget  schoals and oolieges alms b
introduces mecha- buaild & robust pipefine of ore

nisms to effectively ~  2UVe professionals snd ambed

digital iind creathve skills

align education and 75 e wducation sysem

with evolving demonstrales consistont delly-

Union Bodgel  ensurs thel consumption  industry needs. ery on fiscal comsitments
i, preseniod in - growth b also supported while withinit compromasing socia]
Parliament by  mwintaining overall macro- princities. The govermmng
fnance mindster  econcenic stabilisy Tt alen penevate smpkamend  comtEnues 1 foiEmey bowsrds
Nirmala Theseviesseor s in bongterm and commusity. E}uﬁhmﬁeﬂmmu
o Sunday o central pilbar of Bodget 3008 hased came servions, managemend, with a

{macking yet snother firstl. 7. Recognising servioes s The healthoare vision Sfur  clear medium teem objoctive
adiresses India's Imeredime ey driver of groweh, jobwand  ther strwegthensd throogh n  of achioving 3 debiie
it Pririties while  expores, with a vision for 10 targeted push on Medical  ratioof (1) por cent by 250
ing a firm feus on  per cent giobel share by 3047, Value  Tourism  (MVT), L. In line with this path, the
the country's Jongen deved.  the Budpet introduces robust  Budeet 0627 proposes the  debedoGOP Fatlo s estimated
opmnetcbective. Ina gerind  rstiional | meshanisms  developoent of g el todecing 80 556 per cent i BE
of globel uncertainty and shift. — designed mnxrelﬁa:umﬁ sl hugks i with 3067, compared & 561 per
mﬂlﬂﬂﬁmﬂaﬂ:ﬁ with  development 'I%]‘I.EHM'-I'I'LE waee sackce These bubs will  freedng up resources for prior-
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SPOTLIGITT

Suarechi Kumari

Ui a fogladen Dethi mom-
ing, the s1al of a Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCTH
schioal begirs lining up o
denis for assembly. The
primary school i fucked if-
b Lhe bep-lanes of Ol Deelhid,
the Capitals walled city.
With mare than B0 ohil-
dron, e open space is 5o
smaall thar when they're
askrd to stretch their arms
o, they get in each other's
way, Hon oul ol 4 feveli
abandoned during Pasd-
than, thiz Drdu-mediam
schonl is svended by chil-
dren who Bve i the con-
gesbed lames around. This
schood, like many others,
wis searted (n the 1960
Soon  after aszembly,
conducted in Hindi, s
demts (rom narsery w Class
2 are ighered il a elass-
Toom. Three empsy class-
rooans remain locked. Chil
gdrem froen Classes 1 o 5
take thelr places on hench-
es in three roes o the
arched hallway outsids the
classroom, facing a Black-
board, Some run anoomd,
Others cha, disracied by
1hee noise spilling out af the
classronm next door. The
srhuod bas an ensolment of
120 spadenis, S0 bays and
1 gils,
ﬁrmnnlh'um:d'u.ﬂ&!d
o prciiect privacy), hired a8
a eacher for children with
epecial meeds {CWSK), s
cooubucting classes for the
while schond through the
day, The cnly other teacher
is ot on admintsoacve
'wn.rl:. 'I‘hutmnnhrm

CWSN shadents  in the
schoal, But Armaan mves
herween the hallway and
the classroom, assigning
work o dEfferent groups,
He chooses a chspler on
“family*

“On days e this, |
chonse & lesson

died it before, but they re:
e Alter the

1mr|-l:ﬂ1thtl:-umd,hr

comes hack s the hallway
and cails our roll mambers.
i mark afenclance.
Spenes Hke this play out
kil @y MCD-rm Undi-
mediam primary schools,
which serve as the firss

3, and parts of Central
Tielhl O thee 1,185 primary
ndrrﬂ:nm}yh-:iﬁ:bﬂ-

" HINDU (P-4), 03 FEBRUARY 2026

Leammg shadowed by neglect

Dedhis MCD-un Urdi-medium primary schools have seen dwindling smdent enmolment over

demtﬂaqitchfmmwm in highly populated areas whose residents speak the language.
Indifference, many say, is at the root of the state of education in these gove-funded institutions

dozen such schook, The
Hirfu found a recarring
pattern of  undersaffed
classrooms, with smodent
enrolments having
drapped y over the
years, particulardy (o inst-
witions with only two ar
three  teachers, Henwesn
SO0 ancd 2034, only 48 Lir
du teachers wene appoant-
edl under recri-
ment drives. Many have
since retired

mﬂhnﬂ&;?“rM_ :
Gitling I o s an
il-pear-ald Class 5 student.
Irfan (name changed) sayvs
he wishes classes were ta-
ken separanely. “ Babur shor
muachizde husin (They make 2
lot of molsed,” he says, nefer-
rieg ta  the vousger
children.

After trfan findshes prim:
ﬂa:herrmt-em

farred 1o a Dedhi povern-
men Urdu-medium schon
fmmcmaﬁmmdi B

sehnsnl, 10 will be bores for
sucies” Irfan sy,

Dedhi- e ndrun
Urdu-medium schools do
mt Eace the same bevel of
neglect, say trachers. They
empiladise that uriike MCD
schoods, which operale an-
by ar ilse primary level, Del:
hi govermment scheols ae
under the Direciprate of
Educatica (DoE}  from
primary to senicr Secna-
dary, “Once students com-
piete Chss 5 {im MCD
schoodsl, they menve to Do
or aitled schwaols, which are
i betier shape,” a bspcher
Says.

Bemacde Irfan sibs ancther
{Cdass 5 srudent, Sana name
duqu:l::. l.uh:ae mlqu'

sibling studies with her In
Class 3. Sana wanis o be-
come a doctor, and her ss-
e, & teacher, “Char feacher
iz poad, bl it wiotdld be nlc-
er if clses wene separal-
ed,” she savs

I Cled Dhelind 3l pams of
Shaldara, Urdu-medicm
MCD schools are tucked
deep o neighbourheods.
Far familiss where child-
care falls largely on wi-
men, that prodmity shapes
their cholce of school
Aicha Beguen, 28, 2 parent
of two children studying in
Class 3 [n the Old Defhi
gcheanl, says she was unhap
p with the qualicy of edo-
cation, bt had e choicoe,
“This is the dlosest schoal,
15 miries  fom  our
house,” she says.

Comerstiom with pa-
rents retarn ta Rmiliar eon-
cerns: clasarooms withous

Tk I8 l*. wrmrpa & e1ass bing comductiad a8 an Undu-medum MCD schood in Ol Dethi; an Lsde ieacher o the school, iy moormsy

enough teachers, lessons
slipping between languag:
B, Some parents sy that if
they could aSoerd &, they
woudd send thedr children
o privatelyrun  Englishe
medium schools. Only 134
MCD schools are Englith-
medium, with most of the
rest funcooning in Hindd
However, some ofhers
speak of wanting thelr chd
deer's firse years of scbool-
ing o be rooted in Urdu,

marning  progreses, Ar-
maan says thar not all so-
dents are coming bo

a5 classes are now in hybrid
mode, dee o pollution-in-
dured Graded Response
Actdon Plan (GRAFY mea-
sures. He sends the dny's
worbsheet over @ Whai-
sdpp groap with parests.
There are no online classes

“We manage samehosw,” .u
ITELAN S,

Teacher mouhles

He joined the school in
023, and travels every day
from narth-west Delkl, On
regular days, he draws a
partiticn an the board and
teaches 1w subjeces simul
anecusly, *We have wril-
ten lemers highlighting va-
ancies in our schoal 101
(education) depammend,
bt W 1 & FESpHITTSE IO Y
that i meachers are sent
here, then another school
will face a shoctage” b=
adds.

Recruipment males re-
fuine primary leachess o
hawe smudied Hindi and En-
glich po a1 leass the secon
dary or senéor secondary
lesel. An official sxys that
they try amd ensire tha fis
Urdu-mediom  schoals,
tEachers hive shadied Undu
up w0 Class ML, b the re-
cruitment mules, amended
ared notified in 2041, do not
rrandabe Ui,

According (o daes shared
by MCT2 wfficials, cut ol 410
teacherd In Urdu-medim
schoals = T regular and
40 special educators = only
14 had Usdu as a subject
il Chass 10,

Tise Right to Fducation
Act, 3009, mandates a pu-
pil-teacher mtio of 40:10 for

schoals with over 200 @na-
dhents, While the MO affi-
cial's numybers add up, Ar-
masn's schood [alls short of
peacherd.

in the City 5.F. zone, af
which 01d Delhd is & part,
msost of the 15 Urdo-medi-
um schools functian out of

Lirdm-mediun
schoals - & of the 11 in the

area were Closed hefore

2022 pver low enrolments

andd bullding concerns, he

speaks of |eElera semt over

st g

ing for af W

schooks to be retrofitted |

and reopened,” she sas,

A buildng in Razha Be-
gum areq, comstrucied a de-
cxde ago, b ameng those
she hopes to reweee. She
sugpesss adopling English o
as the madium, with Urdu
as & mandatory subjec,

MCD officials say pew ®
schools cannat be opened
without approval from the
Defbi govermment, and any
aecisbon o convert or shal
Urdu-medium schoals re-
quires appnoval by the MCD
Himase, “We cannot simply
o In areas where people
seill wangin,” @ alfcial sas.
“The Mational Education
Policy talks absowe muhiifin
gual education, The chak
lenge i3 imiplementation.”

steruchi kumarigthe
hinda.coin
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llchﬂzmﬁmmmha
transition away from
pandemic-era crisis
manzgement to what is
E]“W a borrowing-heavy doctrine
F financing growth and capital
Expenditure (capex) spending.
By guiding fiscal deficit to 4.3%
of GDP and sealing public capital
o T12.2 lakh crore,
the government aims to project 4
broader infra-capex enabled
‘-'Eh:rn of a "Viksit Bharat' while
gving a necessary push to MSMEs
In manufacturing this dme, That

growth are no longer framed as
areas of temporary stimulus, but
part of the structural hackhuneuf
the economy s

And yet, beneath the veneer of
macro-economic stability, the
fiscal math, as projected by the
Finance Minister, masks a more
- precarious reality. As
manufacturing scales in strategic
frongiers like MSMEs,
semiconductors, and biopharma,
the mechanism connecting this
massive capital expansion to
actual emplovment outcomes has
become increasingly tenuous.
While capital formation
successfully drives headline GDF,
absorption of labour is stalled.
This suggests that India is
perfecting a growth model
designed to function with clinical
efficiency, wtuleqﬁeﬂyleav]_rgm
vast labour force behind

Towards a doctrine
For much of India’s fiscal history,
capex played a secondary role. It
when revenues
permitted and was restrained
when deficits widened. That
changed after the pandemic. From
2020-21 onwards, capex
mﬂmm&ﬁ
a counter-cychical instrument
uﬁteadhucmetheuﬁ:;ygmlﬂnﬂ
rinciple of fiscal po
i data capture this shift.
mmmﬂmﬂam'ﬂ[
rose from
ru.ﬁﬂrlﬁiuﬂﬂﬂltnmr‘m
h:ucmtmm“‘i'!ut&
underlying logic is
established. Public infrastructure

HINDU (P-9), 03 FEBRUARY 2026

- Visible progmss invisible &rclus:on

| Prodessar and Dean,
a.P. Jindal Slohal

Urilversity

| heseanch Analyst with
the Certre for Hew
Economics Studies

India is
perfecting a
growth model
designed o
function with
clinical
efficiency, while
quietly leaving
| its vast labour
iuma I:-Ehlud

spending Is expected to crowd in
private investment, ralse
productivity, and generate
employment, Yet, the labour
indicators running alongside this
expansion reveal a disconnect.
The youth NEET rate (share of
people whao are not in education,
employment, or training) for ages
1529 remaing in the 23%-255%
range, materially higher than
several peer economies. Nearly
one in four young Indians s

| structurally outside employment,
education, or training even as
public investment accelerates.

Structural U-turn

| Construction reflects the sector

most directly fuelled by public
imvestment in the post-2015
infrastructure push. Agriculture
reflects the sector a developing
economy (ypicaliy sheds labour
from as productivity rises
elsewhere. The trajectories of the

wo have mowved in directions
opposite to what development
theory would anticipate across

periods.
| Constructon’s employment
elasticity declined from 0.59 in the
pre-COVID period of 2001H2 to
2019-20 1o 0.42 in the post-COVID
years of 2001-22 to 2023-24. This
ocourmed when infrastructure
spending was at record levels. The
implication is stark: each
| additional unit of capex is now
associated with fewer construction
jobs than before.

Agriculture is the mare
troubling story. Employment
elasticity rose sharply from 0.04
during 2011-12 to 2019-20 to 1.51
during 2021-22 to 2023-24. Rather
than releasing labour, the sector

has been reabsorbing it. This
rel]emﬂsm-dmmhlllﬂ

E

currently configured,
systematically Frvours capital
intensity. This is visible In the
widening gap between
productivity and wages. Net value
added per worker has risen
gharply, while average
emoluments remain far lower. The
divergence suggests that efficiency
gains enabled by infrastructure
are being captured hrg.-l_v‘as
profits rather than ransmitted as
labour income. =

The industrial structure
compounds this bias. The Annual
Survey of Industries shows that 2
large majority of factories remain
small, employing fewer than 100
workers, yet contribute modestly

| tooutput. Large firms, capable of

integrating into new logistics and
infrastructure networks, dominate
walue creation while remaining
relatively lebour light.
Labour-intensive MSMEs struggle
tor scale, automate, OF Compete.

The n.:su.ltia a dual economy: 2
capital-intensive upper layer
limited emplovment generation,
while a vast lower layer ahsorbs
labour through informality and
self-employment with low
productivity and weak income
growth.

New economic citizen?
Read together, fiscal strategy and
labour outeomes point to an
implicit reordering of priarities,
Employment no longer appears as
avariable that must be directly
and the state is quite
incapacitated in doing that at this
point. It is treated as an eventual

. wmuofmmmﬂﬂa
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How can adaptive testing be
adopted in India?

Why has the IIT Council recommended adaptive tests over linear examinations?

0. 1.5, Rao

The story 50 fars
he IIT Counil has
recommended that an expert
Comenines evaluale phe
posshility of making the foimt
Entrance Examinason (JEEl-Advanced
adaptive in order to create & “a bemer and
lesm stressful assessmeni®,

What is adaptive testing? .

In 3 iradithonal ithie test, every
candidate angwers the same et of
questhons. Tesl #oomes are based largely
mﬂﬂmmﬁﬁdfm:tm Most

thioulig
Adaptive 1esting ks a dynamic form of
assessment which uses the Mem Response
Theory (IRT}, This means that the
questions in the test are nof the same for

with guestions of varving difficuloy

| coveringall the items in the syllabus, The

test normally begins with a question of
mediumm difficulty, Wi 2 answered
correctly, the computer selects a more

peychometrle models. [fincomect, an
easler question is presented, After each
answer, the computer recaloulates the

| pandidace’s estimared abality. The test

ends when a pro-defireed level of
assecsment & resched or the set niamber
of Iteams ac per sylabus are tested, The
goal s fo aasess the ablity of the
candidae more precisely by asking fewer
but better-targeted questions, The result
s thae two candidates may see different
questions but are amsessed o the zame
iencleriying scale.

Adaptive testing builds flmess neoe the

| :ﬁtdmg;[lsﬂfnmaﬂlan cnirtecting for
variastions subsequently. Since the next

alf srudents. A question bank is prepared | question depends on the previoas

T | T e 1

o

“| anawer, a stodent whio i not concepiually
progressively

sound cannot answer the

high-difionlty questions, which have
higher weightage. Global testing agencies
have been using computerised adaptive
festing for admissions to premier
institutiong for over 25 years,

Are there potential legal

i the Enclian constiniional conbext,
‘equality of opportunity” i often
interpreted as everyone getting the same
fuesticn paper. Thirefare, a mave

toesands adaptive testing may face Artdcle |

14 challenges (Right 10 Equality} in bndian
coures, If the normalission process is nod
transparent, Algorithm opacity could
invite bias suits under equaity mandates,
However, this can be mitgated through
disciosures and equiry audits,

o In ImedEa, where a cingle rank can make

or mar a rewarding career, it may be
difficulr tx comvince a parent how a

student who solved 20 difficult questions

—

correctly has soored higher than another
stuadent whao p;-hrdsﬂu.'l.}'m "
Enguring bag-free technical infrastrocrure
in ther-3 cities (s key, as any technical
glitchy during the test could be seen as
maladminkstration in a court of Lo

How can it be eased in?
Transidoning from the traditional Enear
fest i0 sdaptive tests requines building
Large, calibrated em question banks,
pretesting questions without the
possibllity of leakage, and ensuring strict
syllabus coverage. There are also trust
challenges: candidates must befieve that
different questions can still be fair, and
Iesting agencies maust be prepared oo
defend this scientifically and legally,
lhltmihmah::pmm:ﬁmmﬁnﬂand
{'-M.'i'l‘stm'sﬂm

two-year ;
inclwdes the bunch of free and optional
adaptive mock tests in 2026 1o calibrate
the item bank and Bimiliarise stodents
with the interface.

Prof O.R.S. Rao is Chaneellor of ICFAT
Universiny, Sikkim, Views are personal.

THE GIST

The goal of adaptive testing is
o assess The abdity of the
candidate more pretisely by
asking fower but
better-targeted questions. The
result is that tweo candidabes:
iy see differant guestions but
ane assessed on 1he same
underlying scale,

-

in Ehe Indian contest, “equality
of cpparlurity” i aften
irdprpaated as evoryoas geiting
the same quistion papser,
Theralese, 3 mowe towards
adaptie testing may face
Artiche 14 challenges.

-

Tramsitionirg from the
tradnional Unsar st 1o
adaptive tests requires Guilding
Isiipe, calibrated fiem ooestion
banks.
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Why Only a Few Foreign Medical Degrees Truly Work in India

Every year, thousands of Indian students go
abroad to study medicine, convinced that an
MBBS degree regardless of where it is
earned will eventually allow them to return
home as practicing doctors. This
assumption, though widespread, is deeply
flawed. For many foreign medical
graduates, the real test of their education
begins not in a classroom or hospital ward,
but at the gates of India’s licensing system,
where the Foreign Medical Graduate
Examination (FMGE) decides their
professional fate. -

FMGE was designed as a screening
mechanism. Owver time, it has become a
choke poini. With consistently low pass
rates, it delays or derails careers, often
years after families have made irreversible
financial and emotional investments.
However, India ‘already recognizes that
certain foreign medical systems are strong
enough to make an additional screening
exam redundant.

Under the National Medical Commission's
current regulations, medical degrees from
the United States, the United Kingdom,
Canada, Australia, and New Zealand
occupy a distinct and privileged position.
Graduates from these countries are exempt
from FMGE if they are eligible for
registration or hold a license to practice
medicine there. This exemption is not a
concession; it 15 a judgment. It reflects

Jitin Chawla, Eminent Career Counsellor
and Study Abroad Expert

Crucially, India does not recognise foreign
degrees in isolation. It recognises processes

and outcomes. In these five countries,
medical education is inseparable from
national licénsing examinations, structured
internships, and supervised clinical practice.
One cannot simply graduate and claim
competence. The system itself filters, tests,
and trains. By the time a student is nllglh!ﬂ
for licensure, their skills have already been
scrutinised at multiple levels. From India's
perspective, FMGE becomes redundant.
This clarity is missing in how foreign

.The

cheaper and faster destinations China,
Russia, the Philippines, Ukraine, and
Central Asian countries without fully
understanding that these degrees almost
inevitably lead to FMGE. The result is a
troubling paradox: students spend five or
gix years studying medicine, only to
return to India inadequately prepared for .
the very exam that will decide their
future.

It is also important to dispel another
misconception. FMGE exemption does
not mean automatic or unrestricted
practice in India. Even praduates from
the US, UK, Canada, Australia, and New
Zealand must complete regulatory
formalities, internships -where
applicable, and state medical council
registrations. But the difference is
fundamental: their careers are not
hostage to a single, high-stakes screening
exan.

For students and parents, the choice
should no longer be framed around ease
of admission or lower fees. It should be
framed around certainty, credibility, and
long-term professional viability.
uncomfortable but necessary
conclusion is this: for Indian students
serions about becoming doctors in India,
only a handful of foreign medical
degrees truly work. Everything else
demands a gamble one that too many

India’s confidence in the rigor, medical education i§ marketed to Indian families understand only when the stakes

accountability, and clinical depth of familics. Thousands continue to choose are already lost.

medical education systems in these . s ' :

omtiaa: (D& hindustantimes £ MTweels &5 www.hmduﬂanhmesm:p
IS i === — L.:I
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Thenew
schemesare
largely aimed at
the toptierin
their fields. The
impact on
schoolsand
hospitals,
which havea
severe shortfall
of public
provision of
services, is
unlikely to
be much

INDIAN EXPRESS (P-10), 03 FEBRUARY 2026

[tis an elitist Budget, does not
address people’s needs

CCORDING TO the latest

Economic Survey, India Is ex-

pected to grow by 74 per cent

this fiscal vear. This is above

the average anmnual growth rate
forthe past twodecades. When growth is suf-
ficiently vigorous, economic policy should
pivot towards coiirse correction, targeting
sectors that need particular attention, es-
pecially if they have been neglected in the
past. In India, these sectors are health and
education. The state of India’s health and
education isdeficient both inabsolute terms
and in rdation tothe rest of the world. Health
and education represent the basic capabil-
ities of the population. Nations compete
through the prowess of their people, which
depends on their relative capabilities, The
development of capabilities relies strongly
on pubiic spending on health and education,
even when there may exist a vibrant private
sector that provides these services. A com-
parison of the pattern of public spending on
health and education across the world shows
that while India is not a laggard when it
ocomes o expendinire on education, it is se-
verely behind countries such as China and
the United States when it comes to health
services. We might ask if the Union Budget
for 2026-27 addresses this issue.

Clearly, the Budget's focus ison growth.
To "accelerate and sustain growth by en-
hancing productivity and competitiveness,
and building resilience wvolatile global dy-
namics” is the first of the stated " kartavyas”
or duties embraced by this government.
While the other two, stated as fulfilment of
the aspirations of the people and sabka
saath, sabka vikas, may be interpreted asa
nod tothe social sector, the Budget contains
little by way of concrete provisions to en-
hance the health and education endow-
ments of the general population.

Though described by the Finance Min-
ister in her speech as a yuva shakti-driven
Budget, the initlatves on education are
maostly on its uppermost segment. The
highlights include the creation of five uni-
versity townships, which will have multiple
universities, colleges and associated hous-
ing. A new design institute is planned for
eastern India and an upgraded National In-
stitute of Hospitality will “align academic
excellence with industry requirements”,
The only initiative for schools announced

inthe Budget speech is the proposal tosup-
port the Indian Institute of Creative Tech-
nologies, Mumbai insetting up animation,
visual effects, gaming, and comics (AVCG)
content creator labs in 15,000 secondary
schools and 500 colleges across the
country. The potential of these initiatives
should be evaluated bearing in mind the
problem of low quality in India's public
education sector,

New schemes forthe health sector follow
a pattern similar to what has been adopted
foreducation. Existing institutions for allied
health professionals (AHPs) are to be up-
graded and new AHP Institutions estab-
lished in private and government sectors.
"Biopharma SHAKTT" hasbeen described as
a strategy for healthcare advancement
through knowledge, technology and inno-
vatlon but its stated goal is todevelop India
as a global hiopharma manufacturing hub,
expected tobuild the scosystem for domestic
production of biologics and biosimilars. The
strategy will include a hiopharma-focused
network with three new National Institutes
of Pharmadceutical Education and Ressarch
(NIPER)and upgrading sever existingones.
As with the proposed university townships,
ascheme has been announced to support
states in establishing five regional medical
hubs in partnership with the private sector.
These hubs will serve as integrated health-
care complexes that combine medical, edu-
cational and research facilities. But the in-
tention behind this is to promote India as a
huhb for medical tourism services.

The Budget has marginally raised the
share of the social spend in the total expen-
diture, but the new schemes are largely
aimed atthetop tierintheir fields. Therefore,
the impact on schoals and hespitals, which
iswhere asevereshortfall of public provision
of services Is concentrated, is unlikely to be
much. Forthat very reason, theirimpact on
India's “disease burden”, which the minister
referred to, is also unlikely to be great. This
is an efitist Budget. ltsspending parterndoes
nol addressthe pressing needs of the major-
ity of the people. But it may yet raize the
growth rate since capital expenditure has
been hiked to its highest level in adecade.

The writer is homorary wisiting professor,

Centre for Development
Studhes, Thirvvananthapiram
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Hiding in UGC Regulations row is adeep
fault line, social, ideological, political
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MANO] KUMAR
TIWARI

The major highlight & this years Unlon
Budget, a5 far as higher education & oon-
oErned, i the mapor shift in the appraach
ternviands figher sducation. Thers iz a shuuctur
&l shiftin the peroefeed role of higher educa-
than, that s, fram a welfare-orienied social
seCtor 1o & core pilar of Indis's econoiric
Erosh Inssead of treating higher education
separarely. i has besn embedded within an
integrated education, employment, and
ENSErprise candirum, fhereby Iﬁl‘ﬁ![h‘ﬁnkir@
universivies sith industrial growth and
SRS, Inerwined with emerging technalo-
gies. This change in approath recognises
human capital a5 thee COLIMIMY™E WMol cretical
productive assel particulady in times aof
global uncertainty with geopaolitical con-
Nicts, the advent of disruptive fechnologies.
reshoring as well as regienalisation of value
chalns, and intensifying competition for
silled talent.

University Townships: Anchoring
Enowledge in Economic

One of the most revolutionany intereentiong
in this Budget Is the proposal o develop,
through srates, five Liniversicy Tl:l'l'lT'Isl'nPI
alomg magarindwstrial and loglstics corridors
through a challenge-mode framework. These
NS ips will be develcpad as an efasyitem
cansisting of multiple universithes, codleges,
resgarch insticuthans, skill ognores, reshdential
facillicies, along wicth different industries,
This proposad will help in institutionalising the
spatial imegration of educarian, research, and
industry, eliminating the long-standing dis-
cannect etween acadermss instibutians and
Endusdries. Finally, It may mesull in develop:
ing Regional Imnovation Systems, whens
proximity Berwesn universites, research
|nestltwtions, and ifd @rEes hoosts innovelEen
and ideas which can be transfarmed mo oo
miercially wiable praducts,

Educatlon-ta- nt and
Enterprise Standing Committee

ARGThET pragmatic, timely Dudges F’|'|:|I'-"|:"5"I
ks o Roeme a Migh-Powsered Education-10-

Employment and Enterprise Standing
Cammities It is a significant shift from [rag-
mented skill development initiatives 0
system-level plenning bo integrate sducation,
skills, and entreprenearship. The propasal
envisage: transforming higher educaticn
Institutbans from a degree-grancing role 1o
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Strategic repositioning of higher education

By embedding higher education into an Integrated education - employment-enterprise continuum, the Budget recognises human m!plrtal a5
India's most valuable productive asset — especially at a time of geopolitical chum, disruptive technalogies, and the global race for shilled talent

THE BUDGET
INTRODUCES
MEW
INSTITUTIOMNAL
ARCHITECTURES
THAT CAN
RESHAFE INDIAS
HIGHER
EDUCATION
ECOSYSTEM
VER THE NEXT
TW0 DECADES,
COMSIDERIMNG
HIGHER
EDLUCATION AS
THE MAJOR
SOURCE OF
LONG-HORIZON
MATIOMNAL
CAPITAL
FORMATION

[ This sl it DA amnbint
| il ekite o
Maraphrer! Warhai

i

.
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o
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dynamic suppliers of & Rature-roady, agile
labour Morce and entreprene Brs [0 meet the
eyolving demand of Indusory. i takes o
consieration e acvent of emerging tech-
Mo |oiers Bkoe A 00 bringg the reguired charges
in the edudation fector, startng fam school
10 higher edcation,

STEM, Research Infrastructure,

and Frontier Knowledge
The Budget alia progoses strengthening
the research and frontier-science

and mobility faced by female students in
STEM and result in grester participation. The
highlight of this propasal is enhancing pro-
ductivicy through Fnnowation with greater
female participation rather than & mere sl
abligation.

Expansion of Professional and
Applied Higher Education
The Eudger tries to expand higher éduca:
ton bevond mraditional upiversities inge
professional, applied, and ser

ecasysrem, Righlighting the role
of higher edscation instisuticns
a8 EI'I].iI'IE'S ol inmovation, The
establishment or upgradation
ol eur mapar nathonal pelesoope
and astronomy facilities ta
enihiance India’s ghobal standing in asiro-
Pll]‘:.ll!i- and Space sCRenDes, a5 well a8 con-
tnued support bo naional researndh missions
Ik A1, Quanrum, Arusandhan NRF, etc, with
ligher @ducation nsmutions & primary
Impiermenting nodes, sre the major inltaies
te elevate the research ecosystem in the
country. This highlights the impartance of
::u:tjlnlng Imngvation-led growth, which
Wil creabe mare value than mdtation -Dased
Indusrriaf deselopment.

Gender-Responsive Higher
Education Infrastructure

Toeeliminate the structural barriers taced by
wamen im STEM education, the Budget pro-
pases astabdishing one girls' hosted in every
district. This may address nome-academic
tonstraings such 3% safery, accommodation,

vices-Bnked damains, The major
inidatives under this head
Inclisde sdding 100,060 prodes:
shonals in allied Bealch institu-
Tions by enbancing the caprti:
ties of AYUSH universities and
research centres; increaging the number of
weterinary and para-veterinary colleges
through privare participation: establishing 8
new Nabonal Instiiute of DESIEI'I 1]1r|'.'IIJEj'|
challenge mode; and intraducing creative
:echnﬁl:ﬂﬂ:; (AN labs in colleges and
B 5 .

s “F|'|Pm _mf‘ﬁ‘liﬂri'!mnnﬂgk.lll-arl-

Ceecall, the Budget Intrady

matlonal architeciures that i?nnﬂjfp[;
India's higher education ecosystem aver the
meat bl decades, conskdering higher adu-
callam as fhe major source of long“hacizon
naticnal capital formation. if effectively
knplemented-especaly threugh nﬁpgmuw
federalism and credible governanpe mach-
ansirs — these reforms can positlon Indian
universifies as anchoers of innovation-led,

InCliusive, and compeditive growth,
e

ioneer
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Enabling Innovation Without Dependency: India’s

Approach to Al Compute Access

SUSHIL PAL

Artificial intelligence has the poten-
tial to be one of the most transfor-
mative forces of our tmedriving
economic growth, improving public
services, and accelerating salutions
to complex global challenges.

From enabling early disease
detection and precision agricul-
ture to strengthening disaster
preparedness, cdimate modelling,
and welfare delivery at scale. Al is
dlready reshaping how societies
function, As with earlier technolog-
ical revolutions, however, it is
also redefining competitive advan-
tage, often shaped by access [o
critical resources.

Today, these differences are
increasingly geographic, with
UNEVEn access [0 compute, data,
and infrastructure influencing who
can innovate at scale. India's
response has been clear and con-
structive. Through the IndiaAal
Mission, India 5 wiarking to demaoc-
ratise access to Al capabilities by

treating compute, data, and models
as digital public enablers rather
than concentraned assets. By build-
ing open and scalable digital infra-
structure, India aims to ensure that
Al advances inclusion, supports
sovereign innovation, and delivers
shared progress,

This approech is underpinned
by a comprehensive, end-to-end
vision. At the Waorld Economic
Forum in Davos, Unlon Minister
Ashwini Vaishnawspoke about
India's five-layer Al

access, indla has created & comman
compute platform where 38,000
GPUs are accessible through a
unified portal ar an affordable rate
of INK 65 per hour compared to the
global cost of 2.5 (o 53 per hour .
The Government, under the Indiadl
Mission, now offers 100 per cent
subsidies for foundational model
training and 40 per cent subsidies
for inference warkloads, ensuring
that cost does not become a barmier
to Innovation, This transforms
compute from a com-

framework, recognising
that meaningful Al
deployment requires
coordinated progress
across the energy layer, compute
and infrastructure, chips and hard-
ware, models, and applications.
Anchoring Al development in reli-
able energy systems and domestic
compuie capaclty ensures
resilience, while investments in
chips, models, and applications
enable innovation that is scalable,
secure, and aligned with national
pricrities. Together, these layers
form the foundation of India’s Al
ecosystem, linking policy ambition
with operational readiness.

What distingulshes India‘s
approach is its architecture of

Jhe ginn eer

madity into an enakbier,
allowing domestic star-
tups like Sarvam Al,
Soket Al and Gnani Al fo
build indigenous large language
miodels without the capital intensi-
ty that typically favors Big Tech.

Building indigenous large and
small language models (LLMS and
SLMs) is central to India’s broader
objective of algorithmic sovereign-
ty. India's sovereign Al modetexpect-
ed to be unveiled at the India Al
Impact Summit (16-20 February
2026lis being trained on Indian
datasets and hosted on domestic
infrastructure,

By grounding these models In
India's Hnguistic and cultural diver-
sity, the effort also seeks to reduce

bias and ensure Al systems are
more representative, and inclushve
in nature,

This approach ensures that data
residency, model behaviour, and
governance frameworks remain
aligned with national priorities,
cltizen rights, and India's comstitu-
tional values.t reflects a compre-
hensive strategy for technalogical
self-rellance and strategle autono-
miyalong withthe capacity to collab-
orate globally while retaining
control over critical digival systems.

The India Al Impace Summit will
shift the global Al conversation
from abstract safety debates to
measurable impact

Its seven thematic pillars;
democratising Al resources,
enabling inclusive development,
harnessing Al for planetary
resilience, ensuring trustworthy
systems, developing contextual
multilingual Al empowering Global
South voices, and bridging the Al
divide, directly address the depen-
dencies that have historically con-
strained developing nations,

India’s approach offers a replic-
able case study for the Global Sowuth,
For regions facing constraintsrang-
ing from infrastructure gaps to
large informal economiesit demon-

strates how openness and innova-
thon can be balanced with sover-
eignty. Rather than prescribing a
single model, India’s experience
ilustrares how nations can build Al
ecosystems that are aligned with
local realities while remaining
globally interoperahle.

India‘s soversign Al models, being
developed as open-source
resources, are designed for adapta-
tion across diverse contexts.
Countries can draw lessons from
this approachadapting model archi-
tectures, governance framewarks,
and capacity-building strategies to
suit thelr own linguistc, cultural,
and developmental priorites. The
emphasis is on ecosystem-building,
where shared standards, open tools,
and collaborative learning
accelerate impact without creating
new dependencies.

As Al becomes increasingly
central to economic competitive-
ness and national resilience, the
question is no longer whether
developing nations should invest in
Al capabilities, but how they do so
responsibly and sustainably,

The Author is Joint Secretary, Ministry of
Electronics & Information Technalogy
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'Reframing Examinati

FPRACHI

, PANDEY

This year, Pariksha Pe Charcha (PPC)
in its ninth edition, has seen regis-
trations reach an unprecedented
lewe| of 4.5 crorewith addigional par-
ticipation of 22 crone in PPC related
activities. Behind these numbsers, is
a story of a deep connection forged
between the studenis, parents and
peachers across the country with the
Hon'ble Prime Minister, Narendra
Modi ji. In PPC 2023, the Prime
Minister said that “Pariksha Pe
Charcha is my best fog. .

Crores of students. .. are taking my

test... It is a great forfune for me 1o
know what the young mind of my
country thinks." The initiative, itself,
has transformed from a town-hall
interactioninio a natdonwide move-
ment with innovative modes of
engagement.Each edition has
strengthened dialogue around
examinations, mental well-being
and life skills by responding to the
changing realities and aspirations
of leamners.

February and March are synony-
mous withexaminations, but with
their advent, often the stress beging
to overshadow the true purpose of
education. For decades, examina-

tions have taken on a larger-than-
life persona, even going o far as to
define a child's self-warth, The end
of the academic year is over-ridden
by dread and anxiety rather than
being a celebration of achieve-
ment and fulfilment.

For a Viksit Bharat, it is necessary
that our children's imagination
soars with knowledge and experi-
ential learning. Pariksha Pe Charcha
has sought to reshape how exam-
inations ara viewed by students,
teachers and parents by emphasis-
ing that examinations are opporiu-
nities for leaming and self-reflec-
tion.Open dialogue around the
various themes has been instru-
mental in strengthening the rela-

PIONEER (P-14), 03 FEBRUARY 2026

instead to allow them to Ay with
their own aspirations. In 2024,
Narendra Modi ji reminded parents
that "Your words make your
child's world-encourage, don't
pressurise."Teachers are the
mainsray of a student’s academic
lifebut their role extends beyond
curriculum delivery to one of per-
sonality development, advice and
emational stewardship. While
every human being is unique, our
classrooms are often characrerised
by uniform expectations and exces-
sive comparison, at the cost of
ignoring leamer diversity.
Teachers who recognise this indi-
viduality are better placed to lower
anxiety and foster intrinslc motiva-
. tHon. among students.

fonships between stu-
dents and teachers as
well as students and
parents. _

Anchored in sensi-
tivity and commaon-sense, the initia-
tive provides space o eXpress con-
cerns and seek guidance on exam-
inations and on life beyond marks.
PPC is not just about words or
advice thatwewish (o hear, an casy
way [0 address Issues. Rather, the
Prime Minister has responded to
real-life concerns with genuine
solutlons. A good example is that
of the relationship between parents
and children which is as complex
as it is simple.

Time anﬂ again, he has_urged
families not to impose their own

unfulfilled dreams on children, bur

The Pioneer

Teacher-parent relation:
shipis another critical
issue. There was a time
when these relationships
were familialyet sometimes there |s
a perception of allenation or aven
of becoming adversarial. Isolated
efforts are not the most effective
when it comes to child welfareand,
thus, collective and shared
responsibility Is the path towards
holistic growth of the child. It is
crucial that parents and teachers
appreciate their vital roleas partners
in a child's academic and emotion-
al development rather than as

ons as a Journey O

part, recommends that assessments
be indicators of learning and
progress and stresses on reducing
the high-stakes nature of examing-
Hons. Today, pedagogy i abourt
joyful learning and classroom
transsctions encourageconceptual
understanding and critical
thinking. The policy views student
well-being and mental health as
integral to meaningful learning.
Maturally, these principles would
result in an assessment srategy
that is a holistic evaluation of a
student's competencies,
Translating this wision into prac-
tice, the Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSEJhas notified the
introduction of two Board
Examinations for Class X from 2026,
Spudents will now be permitted to
appear in Board examinations on up
o Dwo occasions in a single acade-
mic year, one main examination
and one for improvemnent, ifdesired
This measure is almed to reduce the
*high-stakes” character of Board
examinations, offergreacer flexibil-
ity and choice to learners, and
position assessment as an opportu-
nity for improvement rather than
pressure and elimination.
Another reform, in pursuance of
NEP 2020 objectives is to re-design
assessment frameworks, CBSE is
giving Importance to guestions
that evaluare the application of

¥

f Learning

sively evaluate the progress of
learmers across stages.

Physical, emotional and mental
well-being contribute in
equal measure to a joyful and
meaningful life.

Important issues of digital de-tox,
cheating. competition, healthy rou-
tines, mindful practices, peer pris-
sure, eic, have been addressed by
the Narendra Modi ji to reinforoe the
idea that @ composed mind is a
student’s greatest strength, mor
only in the examination hall, but in
life. After all, skills developed o
tackle examinations also prepare
students ta tackle other problems.
Handing pressume, 5L
backs, resilience, discipline, tenac-
ity and self-regulation will all help
students in facing challenges
beyond the schoal,

Pariksha Pe Charcha invites us o
see examinations as an "Usav”
and a5 meaningful moments in a
larger journey of growth. PPC seeks
to build an enabling and empathet-
ic ecosystem around studentsto
ensure that their well-being is at the
centre of the examination dis-
course. The Prime Minister cap-
tured the essence of PPC by stating
in 2023 that, “Pariksha Pe Charcha
aims to transform stress into
success, enabling Exam Warrlors to
ace exams with a smile”.

pressure-builders. DI .. 1L oo 2.4 g
PPC is a Jan Andolan rooted in the  know 1 than { Prachi Pandey i Joint Sacretary in Degartment
National Education Policy (NEP) Similarly. NAS Parakh, Is a national of Scheol Education snd iy
2020 philosophy. NEP 2020, on its assessment initiathve to comprehen-
T —————————— T T T TN 1 T
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Shaping humans,
notjust

TARUN GOSWAMI

hat we need in

India today are

good human

beings with
academic brilliance and
scientific temper, opined Swami
Bodhsaranandaji,an assistant
general secretary of
Ramakrishna Math and
Mission.

Addressing a gathering in
connection with the 66th
annual exhibition and celebration
at Ramakrishna Mission
Vidyalaya in Narendrapur on
Thursday, Swami
Bodhsaranandaji said the
country can make progress
only if the people are educated.
“Different state governments
have been requesting the
Ramakrishna Mission for its
assistancebecauseit provides
the best education to the
students, which is value-based.
We follow Swami Vivekananda’s
man-making character-building
education.”

Revered Maharaj, who has
travelled extensively in the
country and abroad, said,
“The students who have passed
out from the RKM educational
institutions across the country
are a real asset to society.
They have made us proud.
Even in foreign countries,
they have left a deep mark
on their society with their
intellect and hard work.”

He added, “Legendary
cricketer Sachin Tendulkar,
Bill Gates and Steve Jobs did
not follow the path of formal
education, but by their sheer
hard work and talent, they
had reached the top. Work
seriously, study hard, and you
will reach the top.” At the
event, Maharaj gave away
prizes to the students who
did well in the board
examinations as well as school
exams.

Prof. Sanghamitra
Bandyopadhyay, the former

director of the Indian Statistical
Institute, a Padmashree and
a Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar
awardee, who is well known
for her pioneering work in
computational biology, was
the guest of honour. In her
words, “India has so far catered
to the service sector, but now
the time has come when we
should concentrate more on
the knowledge sector.” According
to her, Indian students who
study abroad are very hard
working and have a sound
academic base, but in problem
solving, they initially falter,
but because of their brilliance,
they pick up fast. She pointed
out that Artificial Intelligence

School of Global Leadership launches PostGraduate
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(AI) should be used judiciously,
“We cannot avoid Al It is
helping the academic world,
butit should be used rationally.
One should be aware of how
to use it for our benefit.”

Swami Shastragyanandaji,
secretary of Narendrapur
Ramakrishna Mission, recalled
the vision of Swami
Lokeswaranandaji, who had
dreamt of Narendrapur and
executed it. He said the students
who pass out from this
institution are an asset to
society.

Swami Ishteshanandaji,
headmaster of Narendrapur
school, read out the annual
report. The school has bagged

66" Annual F.xhit
RAMAKKIS!
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the best school award from
the State School Education
department.

The annual exhibition of
the school is a real marvel.
The students make plans for
the exhibition and are assisted
by the teachers. It is a must-visit
for everyone to see what the
young generation can do. The
students of class VII, under
the title Nature Study, made
charts to create environmental
awareness. They used
Rabindranath Tagore’s Sahaj
Path to create this awareness.
The book will be celebrating
its centenary four years later.
The students explained how
Tagore, who was deeply

Programme in Global Leadership
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involved in the preservation
of the environment, had
written simple poems for
children so that they could
become aware of the
surrounding nature.

The Little Scientists’ section
was highly interesting, with
the students of class VI who
made models that were
user-friendly. They made
models to show how kitchens
can become carbon free and
how big earth movers can be
made to work by using water
power.

The students explained
Indian tradition and culture
in Sanskrit and Hindi. The
four-day exhibition came to

a close on Thursday.

Swami Lokeswaranandaji
had setup Narendrapur RKM
sixdecades ago. The students
were given prizes not only
for their academic brilliance
but also for co-curricular
activities. There were prizes
for elocution, storytelling and
crackingjokes. The students
who had used the school
library the most were also
rewarded. Narendrapur has
become a name in the academic
world across the country.
Many of the research scholars
associated with the famous
academic institutions of the
country are alumni of RKM
schools and colleges.

The Bharatiya Engineering Science and Technology Innovation University
- BESTIU (state private University of Andhra Pradesh) and India
Foundation’s (New Delhi) joint initiative- School of Global Leadership
(SoGL), is now accepting applications for the first cohort of 30 learners
for the PostGraduate Programme in Global Leadership.

Sign up for a one of its kind globe trotting learning experience across
seven countries - India, China, UAE, USA, Italy, Belgium and the
Netherlands - preparing you for leadership in a century in motion.

Learn from leaders and experts about public policy, governance,

leadership, global affairs, technology and innovation.

DAVIENDER NARANG

Business education in India is at
animportant inflection point. While
traditional MBA and PGDM
programmes continue to play a vital
roleinleadership development, the
aspirations, constraints,and learning
preferences of today’s learners are
far more diverse than before. As an
academic leader, I strongly believe
that the future of management
education lies not in replacing
existing models, but in expanding
them thoughtfully. One such powerful
expansion is the concept of the
Nano MBA.

ANano MBA isacompact, focused
business education programme that
delivers essential management
knowledge in a short duration. Unlike
a conventional MBA that offers
comprehensive coverage across
disciplines, Nano MBAs are modular,
outcome-driven, and skill-specific.
They are designed to address
immediatelearning needs, whether
it is strategic thinking, business
analytics, digital marketing, leadership
essentials, or financial decision-making,

India’s diversity is its strength,
but it also presents challenges in
ensuring equitable access to quality
education. Nano MBAs have the
potential to democratise business
education in multiple ways.

The cost of a full-time MBA often
becomes a barrier for talented
individuals from economically diverse
backgrounds. Nano MBAs, due to
their short duration and focused
scope, substantially reduce this
financial burden while retaining
academic rigour. This makes quality
business education accessible to
first-generation learners, early-career
professionals, and aspiringentrepreneurs

whomay otherwise remain excluded
from formal management education.

Equally important is the issue of
geographical access. High-quality
business education in India is still
concentrated in metropolitan cities.
Nano MBAs, especially when delivered
through online or blended formats,
remove the need for physical relocation.
Learners from Tier-2 and Tier-3
cities can access structured management
education while remaining connected
totheirlocal ecosystems. This wider
reach not only benefits individuals
but also contributes to regional
capacity building and more balanced
economic development.

Another critical dimension is
relevance. The business environment
today is shaped by rapid technological
change, data-driven decision-making,
and constant disruption. Traditional
programmes, by their very nature,
take time to revise curricula. Nano
MBAs allow institutions to design
and deploy updated modules quickly;,
ensuring thatlearners acquire skills
aligned with current and emerging
industry needs. This agility makes
business education more responsive
and outcomes-oriented.

Nano MBAs also encourage a
culture of lifelong learning. Careers
arenolonger linear, and professionals
must continuously reskill and upskill
to remain relevant. By enabling
learners to acquire knowledge in
small, meaningful modules over
time, Nano MBAS support continuous
professional development. Learners
can stack multiple modules based
ontheir career stage and aspirations,
creating a personalised learning
journey rather than a one-time
educational event.

From the perspective of executive
education, Nano MBAs offer exceptional

Reviving lost art of
handwriting

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

Inabid toencourage students to develop their handwriting,
drawing and painting traits, Barasat Gate Cultural Association,
Chandannagar, organised a competition recently.

The programme was held at the premises of the association
called Sri Ramakrishna Vivekananda Sri Aurobindo Nilay.

160 students took part in the hand writing competition
inboth English and Bengali. Sanjay Bhattacharya, secretary
of the association, announced that the winners will be
honoured at a function on 22 February.

According to him, “During our students' days, special
attention was given to handwriting in both English and
Bengali. There were workbooks, and the students were
given training in cursive writing. There were teachers in
our time who had excellent handwriting. However, over
the recent years, neither the parents nor the teachers have
given stress on the improvement of handwriting.”

He added, “Drawing and poster making have become
important co-curricular activities now, and if children can
be taught about this from school days, then this is bound
to help them in the long run. The association is there to
help the students who are in need.” The association
organises youth conferences to propagate the message of
Sri Ramakrishna, Swami Vivekananda and Sri Aurobindo.
Regular lectures are held on their lives and work. The
association is one of the first organisations to hold guardians'
meetings to make them aware of the present day education
system.
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How Nano MBAs could democratisebusiness educationinIndia

;
o

value. Working professionals and
senior executives often donot require
broad academic coverage; instead,
they seek targeted learning that can
beapplied immediately. Nano MBAS
cater to this need by focusing on
specific managerial challenges such
as leadership transitions, strategic
execution, financial understanding
for non-finance roles, or digital
transformation. Their time-efficient
format respects the constraints of
busy professionals while delivering
high-impact learning experiences.

For working professionals who
aspire to pursue an MBA but are
constrained by time, finances, or

4

personal responsibilities, Nano
MBAs act as a meaningful bridge.
They provide exposure to structured
management education, build
academic confidence, and create
clarity about future learning paths.
More importantly, the
application-oriented nature of Nano
MBAs ensures immediate workplace
impact, often leading to visible
improvements in performance and
career progression. In the long run,
these programmes can also serve
as pathways to executive MBA or
advanced management programmes,
making higher education more
flexible and inclusive. Nano MBAs

represent a thoughtful evolution in
management education—one that
places thelearner at the centre while
responding to the needs of adynamic
economy. As educators, our
responsibility is not only to impart
knowledge but to enable transformation.
Byintegrating Nano MBAsintothe
broader educational ecosystem, we
can truly democratise business
education in India and prepare a
wider, more diverse pool of leaders
for the challenges and opportunities
of the future.

THE WRITER IS THE DIRECTOR, JAIPURIA
INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT.
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_GGPAL Rao

THE RECENT datashowinga 75 percent de-
cline in Indian student enrolments in the US
should not be read asa temporary disruption
o a statistical blip. Tt is a structural signal.
Ome that reflects deeper shifts in geopolitics,
artitudes towands migration, cost structures,
and India’s own higher education capacity
and aspirations. Treating this as ashort-term
fluctuation would be aserious mistake,

For decades, the US was the default des-
tination for India’s beststudents, Risingvisa
uncertainties, restrictive immigration rhet-
oric, high tuition costs, and growing social
unease for immigrants have now altered the
risk-rewand equation. Indian stadents are re-
sponding rationally to this.

This shift is not entirely negative for
India, which has a chance to retain a large
part of its high-calibre talent. If leveraged
weell, this can accelerate our transition from
aservice-led economytoadesp-techand in-
novation-driven one. But that will require

INDIAN EXPRESS (P-13), 04 FEBRUARY 2026

Fewer students going to US
could be anew beginning

tories, faculty strength, and doctoral pro-
grammes, we risk replacing one bottleneck
with another.

Equally imporant is quality and global
relevance. Students went abroad for expo-
sure to frontier research, interdisciplinary
ecosystems, and industry-linked learning.
To become credible alternatives, Indian in-
stitutions must offer comparable academic
depth and international integration. This
means more joint degree programmes, col-
laborativedoctoral supervision, global credit
portability, faculty mobility, and moving
away from insular curriculum design to-
wards globally benchmarked outcomes.

There is a strong economic dimension
to thistransition. Indian families spend bil-
lions of dollars annually on overseas edu-
cation. A meaningful share of this can be
redirected into strengthening domesticin-
stitutions. But this requires a rethink of
funding models. We need blended models

deliberate capacity building, policy coher- combining government support, study-
ence, and hmﬁmﬂmaiminnn. now-pay-later fee structures, phil-
The firstand mest binding con- This can accelerate our anthropic capital, alumni con-
straint is capacity, Ouir top instity- A . tributions, and industry
tons remain severely supply con- transition from a service-led partnerships. Endowments must
strained. The numberof globally ~ economytoadeep-techand  becomea pillarofinstinutional re-
Efmﬂmﬁﬁnm“m dammand.m innovation-driven one. Butthat  silience. This will require major
policyshifts, particularly in the tax

As more students stay back, the il requirecapacity building, treatment of philanthropy.
pressure on these Institutions will policy coherence, and Industry has a critical role in
intensify. Without rapid expansion institutional reform this new equilibrivm. Asglobal ca-

of physical infrastructure, labora-

pahility centres expand rapidly in

Indiz, there is a unique opportunity to align
higher education more closely with ad-
vanced industrial needs. Industry-linked
doctoral programimes, translational research
funding. and shared research infrastructure
can play a catalytic role. India needs PhDs
who can move fluidhybetween academia, in-
dustry, startups, and policy. Retaining
undergraduate talent is only half the story.
Building astrong, employable, and globally
connected doctoral worldorce lswhere long-
term competitiveness will be decided.
There iz alsoasoft power dimension. Shu-
dents educated in Indiabut trained toglobal
standards become ambassadors of Indian
institutions. This strengthens academic rep-
utation, attracts international students, and
gradually reverses the asymmetry that has
defined global higher education flows, Gov-
emance attonomy, academic freedom, and
merit-based decision making are non-ne-
gotiable ifthis ambition is tobe realised.
Thedecline in Indian student enrolment
in the US is not a crisis to be managed but a
transition tobe shaped. If wesee thisasa mo-

nmm.t'msl:mm:mirml@mmt.enﬂndmg

quality,
rmemﬂxarﬂbuﬂdmg:raﬂitﬂeglﬂbﬂlpﬂﬂl
ways at home, it could be the start of a new

phase in India’s higher education journey.

The writer is vice chancefior for BITS Pitani
campuses and former director of I Dedhi.
Views are personal
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From education policy to ideological positioning, the govemment has been operating in a vacuum — one where metons substitites for scholarship, and optics replace understanding. The
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Sanskrit: The language that shaped a civilisation

UGE fiaseo = not a oae-olf bunder. I8 is a symptom of a much larger imtallectea! deficlt that now threatens to becamse a palitical liabdlity

RAGHVENDEA
SINGH

Sanskrit mears perecthy made’. 1t is b -
pusage of entranndinny precrisn. fansinis
is ane of the pldest reconded lasgeages.
It épveloped @ most comprehensive Bn:
guistic system very early in Bisiery 0 Bl
1T eniled @asily be Sommared po mEmOry.
The earliest wiicings im Sansirit, the Rig
vedic Fymmng, s in e foem of postry.

BEdore thie deselopment of SO B, Inds
relisdan coal mans mission o presense and
dissemingte knowledge, including scrip
lures @md philedcphical Teachegil The
Wedas. Brahmiamas, Arsevykas, Upanknad
ind marly Puranas were passed on orally
Foim leather [ disciple, the Gure-Shishya
pAEETpaEA ', CVET BEN o This k-
edge was conyidered Shrutl that which ia
meard, emphasising irs eral origing, The
ol tranmmession of imosiedge In Sardri|
Wit a highty detciplened asd poecise
Process, The emphasis wes mal oaly an
memarisation, bug &lso on accurace pra-
nuncisticn and intoneticr. Even sfterche
Inefeessticn of soripdi, Mt ordl radilian
of ieaming and reciling Sanskrr rexrs con.
linmed to e an inegral part of the Indsan
aduralidemal sy,

Thie Sanskris beans wiene s o nwo cab
epories: Shiuli and Smritl Shruti lderedly
mgant “meand” of "revegksd”, The aurhor-
iy of ihvese tests was of the kgt onder,
They were considersd edernal snd
uEchangrabis, The mosE impemant. amd
foundacional Shrurs resis afe the Vedas.
Ermreti, om e sdher hasd, mesas “remem-
bered®, Thess 1exlE were hyempn Sempo-
sirizns. Unlike Sheucl, Smrlt Gescs wene
regarded a9 istondary fo the Yedas in
e of suthoriny, The Smwin tears indude
the Epics, the Poranas, Dhamrsashasas
and oeher scriptuees desling with cutioms,
sl codes ar 3 Smrid Ingraung 3l peo-
wilig pracica guldelines and mierpresa:
thans of che princples found In ke St
Meand As Rad Bl £330, oo ol the oldest
and sl rkpariast Shran dcripoares
Erve Wi Vieada, i3 & coflecion of hymns ded-
Teaned 1o deithes and natial e 0 wes
codrpoved not less than four frousand

SANSKRIT
GRADUALLY
TOOK WING, IT
BECAME 4
LANGUAGE IN
WHICH GREAT
WORKS WERE
COMPOSED

PEATS AP0, 1 4 b SankL The hyrmes 2
bigindy poetic and profound. The impor-
tance of both the Shroti and the S
cides B5 hisngrical and culneral. Thay
have played a crucial robe in shaping the
|ickiaf eLhos,

Fhee Vedas have survived over millen
nia. The reason lee 0t s the |anguage of
i, Wedie Sk wak far simgler than
Classical Sanskrit. The use of phonetic
paiere, mietre and riaythes mads mem-
odlvation and secharion sasler. The use
of magrical verses made them moee
rhyihmuc and melodious, alding mees-
arisalics, Tha Vadlc raditon Incleded
& detafied shody aof phonetics, which
hedped i preserdng M GO pronan-
cigtien and accennaagion of e Vedic
eafs, The facr ikt these fexis were
highly revered aizo helped e fm remain
reb=vant.

Fanini. the fameud grammarian,
created, in about 40 pages, the moss
complete [Inguistic system ba history, His
masterwork. ‘Ashradhyayl elght chap:

teril, made Sanskrir che lingua feanca ef
the Asian contisent for mone tan a thou-
Al years His waork was ore of the most
astareshing Ingel achievemneris of
ehe husnan mind. Fanind ived miound the
Sth-£ih ceagury BCE In @ fown near
Taxlia. Ashradiyayl s quibe clesrdy e
wirk al 3 divght iSdhddesd, Gicinaled
with recoraonucrisg hilsga to undencand
hiow Baey wosked, Whist Painl
Ik gt and maroadructed,
a5 e che rubes e credied, was
Sanakrit, che Mnguage of se
Vedlas The saoned hymns and
Thll.l.ﬂ.ﬂlT Imel were anatysed by i
It wias nathicg leds tBan grasping the
ragure of [he CORMODE. JUSL &5 18 YOES,
waherein we are mindtul of nur broath,
s the case with Peninl, whe became
madregd [l of what we spake.

What made Samekiin perdect? Wiy
wat it a language of exiraardinary gri-
cisien? in English, the nossn can isually
Ire wndersraad From the tgetest, Bat in
Sargikric, eight different suffives are

ke ba embed mesnings o the lorms
alwords. From a single Sanskril foun in
Ealation, one cam tell s symcactical fune-
tion The learwied of Saasknd sme an
expression of subcskeny. Pasinl 587 aul b
caprene In exacting detail how Sanskric
wiorked. To do (i, e sesded & meta-
language. His metalanguage kad o ke
concie, te be committed to memory.
anl b b paised onorally.
The Sutras that Panial
trepted descnbe Sanskrit's
chropalegy. morphelogy
amd syurtay. Thie wiond wsed
1o desciilbe Pafnl's work |5 “Wakaran™.
Wyaidaran s spen a5 che parddsgm For
e roa jor themes of engquiny imancient
|mlia, suich 24 Edpridamy and philodo-
iy The dervagiona gualides of Faninl's
ETamimar can e compared oo the deduc-
tiee princigies of Budid’s geometny.
sanskrit gradually took wing. it
bdcamed 4 Lnaguage in which gpreas
‘works were composed. As B oipread In
the cesnrurles afmer Famini, Sanskrit

FIRST

Column

Biedped phee India a culturad and socksl
piinn Matno pelibcsl entity would bs
able to escablish It made India an
exporter of cefural capltal From Bhe
s of the Coman Era, smd Bar well
over a millenniam cherealer, Sanskrit
bound fogether a huge chilisational ber-
Oy, conrinental = scale A7 it peak
4 geaner of e worlds populatkn
eed within i Samkrit became cthe

| sigm acroos this wasl ipace of 4 pafice-

lar wtyle of podity, civillcy and beaury,

| from Adghaniscan io Java. it lasbed for a

thousand years bacaite i wad bagub-
lul, & affarded paacichpasion In a

| warkd where an Imdlan was not loc

Liveng in India, ons could be gualed in
Cambodia, Cambssdian priscas wrods 3
Sanskrir mo different from the poets in
Tamil Nadue end Gujasst. Pamlni™s

| wwakaran’ plaved a roke In securing 1hat

coherent incelligibiEng, sening sman-
dards o which the later wzers of Classical
danakiril aron [a adhire. IUwai ol that
Paninl amd his syscemn froze Sanskric
Despite the sormastve influepce thet

| AsheadByeyd soerted, sansknn conginued

b0 pwahve, juss as ithsd i Panini’s days.

From ms origing as a Bsnguege of

power, it became the leguage In which

sought to disrups poswer, and to

the libesary imabion. Unlliee
acher ghobal languages Rk Latin, Arabic
ar English, Sanskrl spread not through
conguest or oolomisation, bat becisne it
sirved § prarpaie. LanikHn vwan the lan-
Ruage af schence. Moar Sansknit fesss in
science and abber subpecis were m
Poscic farm, adding o suy memarisason,
Itisa . thoughs, that few scholars of
Khareadihi, Brahmi and Grantsam scrpl
SXIS0 Who can [ransiare ogr Tich
Sanskritik heritage for a lay resder. o1
alin & ragedy cthat india resuing Fangely
unFaare of the reasure wove of chill-
raticnal nowledge these anclest
Sanakrlt manuderipls coadaln, Thér (i a
dire need o lden IS piu o e pa ied
fortheir large and pricedess collections
ol Lanzkric manuscrigre. Préoriny nesds
io be accorded to presenving, consare
ing and remoding them oma il
wich set fmelines.

L'rr-llil‘lﬂ humas resgurces Bamilier
wiich old Sanskrk scriges b equally e H
meeedl of che Bour. Incerpreting this e
EAgE i3 4% imponant & emeglsing our
effiats 6l archaesiagical #xploratian, for
e knchws whal Mo we may discoy-
er while delving o the Ssnskritr
[FRASLME Erowe,

e
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Mixed signals for research funding

DINESH C SHARMA
SCIENCE COMMENTATOR

HE Ukion- Budget, i
il il b= nl just
bR LGNS, TEVRTE
and sectoral  allac.
o, b 1 i also
b e policy dorechors and a
reflection of the prvernment’s
1hinking in crocsl sectors. Ghven
tihat the world is wiiresmg rep-
id charges i ihe technological
arena lindeed with new geopalitl-
cal realities, one would heve
expectid this year's Hudget Lo
revenl India's respoese o these ©
Emerging challenges.
Ot couint, e Budget sosch.
was disapgoinkng. Far fom beinyg.  telesoope in Ladaich last yeas
a “fobursstic Budge!®, s is being. Ind=a has & strong scientfic
clairnerd it booles Blee “business 38 capability in solar chesreation,
mflegy Bronks like srtifical intell- 18 going to comglemsent obeerva
geroeADandsemiconductors. e from Aditm L1 satellite and
Among the Bey sceres and  groundbesed Muli-Appication
“echnologerciated  apnounce-  Solar Teleseopeatl Tidspus
mmess rade by Finance Minister — The new telsaoops projecis will
(FM) Mirmals Sitharaman srethe  oosten estimated Fa 3,500 core,
settingupofnewtedesoopes ands  Bul the 114 hae not received any
planetariiom, e creation of rage | extrs bodgetary sugpont far the
earths corridars, (e laundh of . ew progects anncunced, The
part b of the ermicondiicior  TTA i one of the 25 pUtonOmins
trissicn, and a strategy for bl bodies under the Department of
pharma manufacturing. Thess  Seience — all of which togethes
arp all Bhie righ Brings todo, bat  get Rs 1,553 crone in (e Badget.
they do not gmount & & pelicy | Another initiabive the minisier
ahift s they are sl projects with | dnsounced is Riopharma SHAR-
incremental orvard moversent.  T1 (Stategy for  Healthoars
The Indian Tnstitute of Astro-  Advanosment (hrough Enosd-
phwaics (TLA) has been working  edige, and Inmova-
on the dewelopment of the  tion)with an tlay of B 1000
Matiorad Large Soler Telescops  crom over the next fise yoan @
for 15 yoars and the Mational ﬂﬂdlmhtz:hrhwm
Larpe Optical-infrared Telescope  oftinlogics and hiosimmilams, How-
fior cover five years. These twoate  eve, the money would go for the

el nimy, site : i
menit of o lesibed Eiboribory and and & i
soienlifip copecitybuilding for  sccredited clinica] frial shes —

the solar Seescope, has been  both of which ame gereralpur-

umderway for 3 Jong time The  pose activitses and not dedicaled
PN herself visied the sie select:  Iobiophammazlme.
il for setling up e brge solae T thind eonmgotsnd ol the pro-

Budgetary allocations mark a clear shift towards the private sector

Thie tax holiday tll
2047 Tor foreign
COMIPAnies seting up
data centres in Indiais
highly problemnatic.
These centres are
power guzzlers.

Y REY BTUKTTIVE: Fiopharma SHART has am cutiay of Re $00000 croee Gl The Fl e i, 100

moled sarly-slage bio-ranilfEe-
tracning and trares(er
The  Budpel speech  &dso
fouched apon Use hol bopics of
semitoadusion:, rame earibs and

‘AL buft none of the mentions

migril Lk 1ng of a game-changer,
Reitersting that a scheme for
manilschiring Rare Earth Per-
manent Megnets wis bunched
in Mowember 208, the manisier
talked of & proposal i support
Onctha, Kiarals, Arches Pradesh
and Tarndl Wadha ioesstaliliah did-
icated “Hare Earih Cormdon™ io

, pramols mining, processng,

research and  masufacturing.
Thia is pretty much one of the

2.0, the FM said it would foes on
produsing  “equipment &nd

manomelre mods) for wse in
smnariphones,  defence  squip-
menl and compiding devices
was A2 In the pemdousiy
nncinoed secomd phase of the
seheme, te foous will be on chip
categories . such a8 compute,
radio freqoency, netwrking,
pireer, Senmar And mermry

‘T taor holiday Gl 3047 for for
sipn oS setting up data
oertes in [k i highly peottem--
abe, Tiska cepires are power gz
rlers. Thal's why toch glamts B
Mrta, Gongle and olher AT coerpe-
e e i met thenn uprat offehore
Incations in Enclia and elseséere.
Thee: wribeer big-ticked idea Lkal
featuredl i the mimister's
sgeech in thee et several prars
— the Apusandhan Naleeal
Hesesrch Foandabon (ANRE) —
il erly & eurseey Frention this
ame. The povermment had
promased Fos 50,000 core for Uhe
AMERF ower fe vears, but il gota
meagre Ba 2,000 rrooe last year,
and pels (e same i Fear
Another big iden was e
Hesearch, Development  and
Ienovetlon  (RDD  scheme
annirineed fist vear io fued
derp tech prujects i e privete
socion [ is nopposed to gel He 1
fakh croee o seven yeao. It
was allothed Fis 200K oo last
¥z but anly Bl 3 000-crore-oould
be spent as the schems Wal
appred by the Cabinet only in
July, and rules were formed by
Movemiber las? yeac

Despite low utilisation of
funds and tardy implemenis-
tion of the BRI, ke budgetary
allccationg mark a clear shill
from the public 0 priveic in
resparch funding. The ANEE
which supports researel in gow
emment labs and unbversitios,
gets Fa 2,000 croce, and the: RIH
— zel up solely for the private
secior — gels [0 Hmes more.

Eri affeed, the resparch iitty S
publie instibuliors bas shrunk

a e B ek
et Ehery i o SRR I e e

tify supply chaims", Here to, the

an unbmella resesrh funding
agency replacing the Schence
and  Fmpmesding Hesean'h
Bioard. This 1s & silenl bt woeey
irg signal frum the ssence mnd

budgnt this year,
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Equity on trial:
The UGC’s new
regulations and
the caste factor
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Mm:u:ﬂhrﬁnﬂywumuﬂlr
mdmﬁuhﬂ&#mrﬂm
mmrﬂlw#w aor place of hirth uln;m-
guistem of & separate, narmower definition
hﬂﬂd!muhmnmlrﬂmumm
it Thes odar Has alss vile Limeruaga, the
sonpe for misose s fhe sk of soiul division wlib-
ol proper safieguards, The apex courl's call for an
sapart peview may raflect proosdomal amd constibe
Horal canserna, bul i {8 ned a dessal ofcasie real e
However. where ihe debale boames

calepary sluderts. Thi prooedarsl oo Sal pos-
el calepory 15 rgay brd e equal Ao 55
Erievance medrrssal under ihe Provy
abore b 6 peal drafting b and drserves abention
[ad the stronger caim th upger-case sludents miy
e sysiema disrriminaced agaarat on casie gro
nmids b Indian unbversiiies has e idans,
Decades of socisligiesd pessarch, et oo sl
campus repors show that ceie distriminagion in
Iradla oreerwhelmingdy Oows in e dineciion — {rom
Betorically  dossinast  crsles sewands  Dalils,
Adnress snil glher backward classes. The lived real
iy of cawle in Leda ks ane of enoronched poser, priv-
ﬂ.l.'l:l?.!l.lrﬂﬂ'lﬁ]d'l.l".ﬂn'l e S b, el slrma, exclu
ot and vulnerability on the olher, Upper medes,
he: ot Dilstorcally been siles of cste-
lm::d umilisgion. This does mol meas thai smsg
individuals (rom weper ceses cannil s jersonal

harazment. reponal biss or miir rerment. They
certainly £5m r

Biot that is not the aameas subjected Lo sdr-
tursd esste discrmsation. Mlué.mmi 15 mo oy

Plarilal
resisiamce [roms the prvitleged sectons. These rmac
tans are often Bamed in the laegaage of met, Gair-
iesE aredl eguality, bul they are alsa desply shaged by
u:l:l:lkl:_ronrlh:lm of long helil advantages. Tha
agalnsl ke UGE tagilations (4 this
.|‘n sn't it obvioes that many of thoen
protests. coma from H‘l:lﬂ]-lm idiicalionally
F1'J‘il:ﬁl:l]m?'ﬂ1.l:s ot invml

amined privilege often expermenoe i o o el even
when oo real peralty s Bedng imgosed on them.

mwn#ﬁm]ﬂ-ﬂmm

umﬂﬁﬂm“"mm
recognition of caste mnd

perwEr The
mthmmwmﬂmmmhn
euily verses uniky, but a
iy fmervork varsis damilal and [, Im-ﬂ
strergthered, the regulations can seres their drie
purpesss, not & ol of disision, but ke Insioments
of longaverdoe pestice i lndian higher sducation.

The writar §5 pelived predsser and fymer doan of
the Schood of Arts and Nomseities af Christ

liniversity Ln Bengmiary
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DDERM INDLAM sociology

begins with Professor

André Bereille, but his

death this week does not

ignal its decline. This s

becanse he opened that door wide enough

for future generations towalk through and

leave one-dimensional, micro-lewveal

stirdies behind to study India, first, and
then the world,

When Professor Betedlle wrote his land-
mark work, Caste, Class ard Power, it was
not st another village study but one that
brought in Indian politics and universal
theory together and in equal measure, He
integrated into his study the powerful
etnerging curments of Dravidian politics,
the dynamics of caste, economic and
political power — all of this taking place
vividly in 2 hithemo unguestloned Brah-
min-dominated village in Tamil Madu.

His work is probably the most out-
standing one thl now about the transitdon
from cumulative to dispersed inegualities
in vilkage India, where the axes of ritual,
pelitical and economic dominance no
longer converge, Indeed, one might sven
zay, without exaggeration, that Caszre, Cliags
arrd Power exemplified this aspect so well
that the shift in contemporary rural dy-
namicscan beencapsulated in one phrase
— "from cumulative to dispersed inequal-
ity", This allowed him Lo provide a pro-
found altemative te Loais Dumont s study
of caste hierarchy, where ritual dominance
was the critical factor.

Professor Betellle received numerous
awards, both nationally and interna-
tionally. He was honoured with a Fadima

Bhushan and was alzo elecied a Fellow of

the Britdsh Academy. True (o his soyle, he

INDIAN EXPRESS (P-10), 05 FEBRUARY 2026

Peasants to universities, nothing
escaped André Beteille’slens

was a celebrity both in India and the West.
Helectured across the globe and was feted
everywhere as astarcelebrity, Yet, his heart
and intellect both belonged to India, His
duels with Marcdsts were always tinged
with admiration for them, perhaps on
account of his college vears in Kolkara,
but more because he was intrinsically a
complele intellectual.

When I asked him a question, which
people must have badgered him with for-
ever, &% 10 why he chose to teach at the
Delhi School of Economics when every
recognised university in the world would
love to have him, he replied, rather dis-
misabeely, that he enpoved working and
teaching here — no further explanation.
Hee did mot come out with grand phrases
about belng nationalistle, and so on, but
stated a simple truth: He felt fulfilment
here, I immediately understood what he
meant, and In many ways, he expressed
a sentiment that many leading intellec-
ruals in India hold dear.

My first meeting with him, in the late
1260s, was a brlef and informal
encoiinter, He had just become a
Mehru Fellow and was out of ac-

When [ asked him why he

way of personal relationships.

O one occasion, I was rather rude in
iy responge 1o his critical comments on
my presentation. I noticed his disappoint-
mant a1 my unbecoming behaviour, but
hecarried on &s if nothing had happened.
It helped me hide my embarrassment for
the moment, but I truly broke cut of
it when 1 apologised to him, that too
weeks later, He pretended as if e hiad for-
gotien that incldent altogether, which
wias guite in character with the overall
dignity of his bearing.

Professor Beteille broke the mould
agein when he began to contribute regu-
larly to The Times of Tedia, His articles
were widely read and influenced a larges
number of readers because he success-
fully merged somewhat ssoteric socio-
logical subjects with popular concerns
ancl thereby raised the standards of puldic
debate. How canone nol mention the fact
that Professor Betellle wrote and spoke
with charming lucidity, Whether one
heard him or read him, his senterces wene
crisp, meaningful and enviably
elegant. T know several people

. . would come for his public lec-
tive teaching. His reputation, chose toteach at the Delhi tures just to hear him speak —he
even then, was sky high and asa School DFEF'}MIFE when wirs that enthratling. If anybody
pretentious young person, Hn-  every recognised university in  truly aspired to be a good sacial
Nlis bR e it - Do worldwriddlovernhave SRS S e Re o s
appointed t-ha;tT?g?dn“t Hnadjan:_l.r. him, he rephnd that he (:n'}nyed ﬂ‘fe::a de::i;_:lc ago, Oxford
Much later, in the 1990s, when 1 Working here. Hedidnot come  University Press asked me (o
carme back to the Delhi Schoolof  put with grand phrasesabout  compile a list nl'--:rhal; Itk 1o be
menber. 1eiced now seneme, | DeiN@nationalistic but stated m:t;mﬁ;nﬁzﬁ
he was with those who critiqued asimple truth: He feht how he had brought Max Weber
him and did not let any of the fulfilment here

negative comments come in the

to Indian sociology and demon-
strated that sociological concepts

that work best should apply not justto
India but should be important markers of
universal knowledpe. He was a prolific
author whose range encompassed almosg
the entire sociological scape from tribes,
peasants, and castes to universitias,
democracy and citizenship. Therewas no-
thing that escaped Professor Betellls's
close amention.

[ do mot knvow how msany of those whao
knew him and even admired him are
awareof hisdeep interest in musks,
andd the fine arts. He could, tll almost the
veryend, reclite long verses in English and
Bengzali with admirable ease. HE memory
and retention power were amazing. [recall
telling him once that T had just laboured
over Walter Scott's fvanhae and how
quiadnt T foaand thetes and prose to be, Sur-
prisingly, he recalled in minute detal] al-
micst every page of that book, which he
must have read decades ago, T went back
with a berter appreciation of Nanhoe.
Something similar happened after [ had
read Don Quixore, and it confirmed my be-
lief that Professor Beteille could be ad-
mirgd and emulaced but was almest ime
possibba o surpass,

[ never called him “Andre da™ as mast
Bengalis did. 1 addressed him as André
when 1 got to know him beter, and Ttold
him that |t was because he was as much
my friend as he was my model, André
smiled at my explanation and sald, A jok
ing relationship, is it?” In soclology and
soclal anthropology, this term signifiesa
playful but respectful interaction where

red limes are frequent]y crossed but only
because of lasting affection.

The writer is a sockologist


Admin
Typewritten Text
INDIAN EXPRESS (P-10), 05 FEBRUARY 2026

Admin
Typewritten Text


AISHWARYA
PRAKASH

I DEAREDITOR 1
Idisagree
A fortnightly
column in which
we invite reqders
to tell us why,
when they differ
with the editorial
POSIEIONS Or HEWSs
coverage of “The
Indian Express’

If the Indian
state is serious

caste, it must
confront it as
an institution
inits entirety,
This requires
pedagogical
reform that
teaches caste,

including caste

privilege, asa
lived social

reality

INDIAN EXPRESS (P-10), 05 FEBRUARY 2026

UGC regulations on caste
are narrowly framed

HE WIDESPREAD protests

against the new UGC regula-

tions have led to the Supreme

Court staying theirimplemen-

tation, citing concerns that the
regulations could "divide society”. While
much public debate, including this news-
paper’s editorial (UGC regulations force a
needed reckoning, IE, January 29) has fo-
cused on the merits and flaws of specific
provisions, a more fundamental question
remains Insufficiently examined, Why are
measures aimed at correcting historical
caste-based inequities consistently met
with such severe backlash? Why, even more
than 75 years after the adoption of the Con-
stitution, do we still struggle to accept the
need for such interventions?

. The answer lies in how Indian soclety,
backed by its socio-political institutions,
continues totreat caste ondy as a relic of the
past. We keep tripping over caste while in-
sisting that it no longer exists. Caste atroc-
ities are framed as isolated acts by deviant
individuals ratherthan as manifestations of
anunchallenged soclal order. The editorial,
o0, even as itacknowledges caste privilege,
stops short of examining how our institu-
tions, including the proposed UGC regula-
tions, fail to meaningfully challenge it.

The stated objective of the draft mguln
tions was to eradicate discrimination and
promote equity and inclusion. Yet even
under the section titled “Measures for the
Promotion of Equity™, the focus remained
almost entirely on discrimination. Students
are asked to submit undertakings not to dis-
criminate and to report instances of dis-
crimination, and institutions are directed to
Implement guidelines aimed at protecting
socio-economically disadvantaged groups.

In keeping with longstanding policy

approaches, the regulations framed caste
as something affecting only disadvan-

taged students. Engagement expected
from advantaged-caste students is limited
to a commitment to “not discriminate”,
with little emphasis on sensitisation or
pedagogical interventions that explain
how privilege operates. Neutrality is as-
sumed as the default condition, while dis-
crimination is treated as an unfortunate
but contained aberration.
Sociologist Satish Deshpande, in his
writings on caste and castelessness, has

long highlighted this idea of neutrality. He
shows how the privileges of advantaged
castes operate invisibly, allowing theirways
ofbeing to pass off as “neutral”. This invisi-
bility is central to how caste reproduces
itself in modemn India.

Yet this insight has barely travelled into
policy circles. Indian caste policy remains
narmowly legalistic. It punishes atrocities, al-
locates reservations, and establishes griev-
ance redressal mechanisms, Necessary as
these measures are, caste privilege con-
tinues to go unnamed and caste pride re-
mainssocially acceptable. Even when chal-
lenged in progressivespaces, such critiques
struggle to gain wider social acceptance in
the absence of clear state backing.

Resistance to caste-based protections
and toequity measures such as reservation
areonly a reflection of this continued insti-
tutional failure, Unless this is addressed,
even symbaolic shifts in power, however
cautiously framed, will continue to be per-
ceived as attacks on the “general category™

Useful lessons can be drawn from how
gender has been addressed in policy.
Alongside laws protecting women, the In-
dian state has invested extensivelyin pub-
lic sensitisation around gender inequaliry,
often in partnership with civil society, help-
ing normalise conversations about male
privilege and structural disadvantage. Asa
result, women's disadvantage today is
broadly acknowledged, with reslstance
persisting largely at the margins.,

Mo comparable effort has been made
with caste, fthe Indlan state ks sericus about
addressing caste, it st confront itasan in-
stitution in its entirety. This requires peda-
gogical reform that teaches caste, including
caste privilege, asa lived social reality, from
the level of basic schooling. We also need
public campalgns that challenge the ideaof
dominani-caste norms beingsimply neutral
culure. Unless this happens, resistance to
reform will persist. The protests agalnst the
UGC regulations are not an aberration; they
are the predictable outcome of a long-ne-
glected responsibility, As B R Ambedkar
warmed inAnnikilation of Caste, political re-
fiorm without social reform ean never lead
to lasting change. 3

Tha writer is research scholar, Centre for
Development Studies, Thiruvananthapuram  _
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‘Odisha’s case for pharma excellence

RAJAT KUMAR KAR

dishe has reached a decisive

poing inits higher education

and inchastrial

trajectory. While the State
has steadily expanded its technical
and professional education base, it
remains without a nationally
significant instination capable of
anchoring advanced pharmaceutical
education and research. The absence
of a MNational Institute of
Pharmaceutical Education and
- Research (NIPER ) continues to limit
Odisha’s ability to fu]l}' realise its
pharmaceutical

T'E'Eltfrﬂﬂifc:aNEFERm-Eﬂsha

is meither new nor opportunistic,
Since 2012, academic stakeholders
and professional bodies, including
ithe Odisha Pharmacesstical Incdiestries
Forum (OPIF) and the Indian
Pharmaceutical Grachestes” Assodation
([PGA), have consistently pursued
this objective. The proposal was
formally placed before the Union
Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers
during Mr Srikant Jena’s tenure as

Minister, and the case was articulated
al the national level, Subsaquently,
former Chief Minister Maveen Patnaik
conveyed the State’s readiness to
the Centre, assuring Instrutional
support and the availability of
suitable infrastructure,

Odisha’s claim rests not merely
on precedent but on proven capacity
The State has a long tradition of

with roots tracing back to the 17th
century, and todsy hosts a substantial
network of pharmacy institutions
that collectively produce thousands
of diploma, undergraduate and
postgraduate graduates each year.
et the absence of a research-intensive
national institution such as a NIPER
has led to a sustained migration
of talent to other States for advanced
trainirg and reséarch. This continuing
loss of human capital weakens
local research ecosystems, limits
meaningful industry academia
collaboration, and constrains the
growth of innovation driven
pharmaceutical enterprises within
Odisha. A NIPER in Odisha would

address these structural gaps. It
would strengthen postgraduate
and doctoral education, expand
pharmaceutical and translational
research, and facilitate closer
Enkages between academic institations
and Industey, Importantly, i would
also help correct regional imbalances
in the distribution of national
resedrch instmutions. Eastern India
remains  under-served in
pharmaceutical education and
innovation despite its growing
industrial and human resource
base, and Odisha is well positioned
Lo serve as a regional anchor,
Recent developments have added
momentum o this long standing
demand. Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan hasurged the
Central Government toconsider the
establishment of a NIPER in Odisha,
citing the State’s expanding educational
m and strategic importance.
The Centre’s decision to provide
budgetary support for three new
NIPERsunder the Biopharma SHAKTI
initiative further strengthens the
case for Odisha, particularly in the

context of the government’s stated
ohjective of strengthening eastem
Indizs contribustion tonational growth,

At the State level, the current
government has reiterated its intent
todevelop Odishaasa
and healtheare hub through policy
support and research-led
The State Health Minister has
informed the Legislative Assembly
that suitable land has been proposad
i the State capital for the establishoment
of a NIPER, signalling administrative
preparedness.
The moment for defiberation has
passeck what Odisha now requires
is decisive action. With sustained
advocacy, demonstrited preparedness,
political consensus, and dear nagional
relevanie, the case for establishing
ANIPER in Odisha is both compelling
and complete. The Central Government
must setze this opportunity to translae
intent into implementation by
approving and expediting the
establishment of a NIPER in the
State,

Doing so would not only honour
long-standing commitments but also

umbock eastern Indias pharmaceutical
potential, retain and nurture local
talent, and strengthen Indias self-refiance
in healthcare and life sciences. A
MIPER in Odisha would stand as a
powerful testament to inclusive
development, where policy vislon
meels purposeful execution.

Whait remains is timely and decisive
mnuth: mwmmw

the case for a NIPER in Odisha is
difficult vooverlook. Approving and
expediting the establishment of
such an institution would not only
honour ing commitments
but also unlock eastern India’s
pharmaceutical potental, retain
and murture local talent, and strengthen
India’s self-reliance in healtheare
and life sciences, A NIPER in Odisha
would stand as a powerful testament
to inclusive development, where
policy vision meets purposeful
execuion.

{The writer ks Principal. Dodbichi College off
Pharmacy )
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Pioneering effort on promoting India-US
academic and intellectual exchanges

The MJIAS has a number of other initiatives in mind

DR MOHAN KUMAR
hugely pioneering

initiative is underway
to promote much
eeded academic and
intellectual between
the worlds oldest democracy
and its largest one. But first a bit
of context. While India sends
thousands of its citizens to the
US for study and legal immi-
gration, the trafhc from the
other side to India is not even
a trickle. This leads m:}r&d
Eﬁnuntrﬁ soclety, politics and
economyy. There are a variety of
substantive reasons for this, but
that is no reason to do
Enter Ms Asha Jadeja Motwani |
AJM), the venture capitalist and
angel investor who has under-
taken scores of philanthropic
efforts.

Ms Asha Jadeja Motwani's
latest venture is a ground-break-
ing one and promises to be a
game changer in academic and
think tank circles. With a gen-
erous donation she has estab-
lished the Jadeja Motwani

Key Points

=gy

» Asha Jadeio Motwanis latest venture s o ground-
breaking one and promises to be a gome changer in
academic and think tank drdes

# Asha Jodejo Motwani deserves a lot of credit and
praise for undertaking academic and scholarly
inifiatives, which will then create an intellectual ballast
that will keep the US-India fies in good stead

Institute for American Studies
[ MJIAS) which will be housed
in one of Indias top and lead-
Ing private Universities, namely,
the O.P Jindal Global Univer-
sity in Sonipat. The MJIAS has
a fundamental mandate to pro-
mote academic, policy and intel-
lectual exchanges between the
}JE and India wjfjhn; view .Ldﬂ
ostering greater understand-
ing and knowledge between our
two great countries. After all,
Indias relationship with the US
has been described as the most
consequential one for the twenty
first . If this Is true, there
s a critical need for scholarship
on both sides. It is a matter of
irony that while a number of

Indian Universities have cen-
tres of study devoted to Russia,
China, ASEAN and Africa, very
few of them have substantive
centres devoted to the study of
the US, This s where Asha Jadeja
Motwani's initiative promises to
be a paradigm shift.

As part of the vision of Asha
Jadeja Motwani, the first batch
of some 13 Motwani Fellows
are already here at the QL. Jindal
Global University spending a full
month experiencing, 2
and absorbing India. For many
of ﬂ]ﬂﬁ:%ﬂ. the visit is the
first to India, When they do
return back to their homes in
the US, they will automatically
become India's brand Ambas-

sadors in the broadest sense of
the term.

The MJIAS has a number of
other initiatives in mind. One of
them will be an online degree in
MA in American Studies which
will be launched in September
this year. The courses relating Lo
American Foreign Policy, Soci-
ety and Polity, will be taken by
Professors either trained in the
US or those that have demon-
strable expertise in American
affairs. The online course will
be open to all scholars arcund
the world.

Ms Asha Jadeja Motwani’s
vision is to create a solid body
of Indian expertise in the US
and an equally sound body of
American expertise in India.
The importance of this exercise
undertaken by Ms Asha Jadeja
Motwani cannot be overstated.
At a time when the world is fac-
ing unprecedented geopoliti-
cal inty and economic
headwinds, the role of keadin
democracies such as the US
India is indispensable to keep the
world peaceful and prasperous.
The initiatives proposed by Ms

Asha Jadeja Motwani are long
term and meant to leave @ last-
mn bﬂgﬂi}'.

gﬂsh: Jadeja Motwani has
also invested her efforts in terms
of resources at other leading Uni-
versities in the US to create Moi-
wani Scholars. As part of this
effort, the O.P. Jindal Global Uni-
wani Scholars from University
of California in San D-i:g:rfmrn

again
India Immersion Course at the
University, benefiting from inter-
actions with scholars and think
tanks in India. In sum, Ms Asha
Jadeja Motwani deserves a lot of
credit and prakse for undertak-
ing academibc and scholarly inl-
tiatives, which will then create an
intellectual ballast that will keep
the US-India ties in good stead.
Ambszssador Dr Mohan
Kumar is the Director General
of the Motwani fadeja Institute
Sor American Studies and the
Dear/ Professor af OLP. findal
ity Fe ix also
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MIHIR BHOLEY

efore diving intothe raging
LIGE contronersy gripfing
the nation, 1 would fike wo

share & mole as a
teacher-one that T often repeat to
my students, Discrimination usually
stems from envy or prejudice. People
hate seeing others outshine them.
But heres the exception: a parent
beams with pride when their child
surges ahead, and a teacher feels
the same glow watching his students
excel, Im that “defeat,” they spot
thelr own victory, forged throogh
their murturing role.

Their shadow lingers In those
triumphs. | know countless teachers
like me who've shaped students like
their owmn kids, regardless of caste
or community share this pride. [na
bustling classroom or vears as a
research mentar, students become
just that: stedents. Mo caste [abel,
They bond with you over your
Iknowdedge and dedication, not your
caste hackground.

Comrast this with the so-called
carnpaes discrimination hormor stanes,
They are still not as rampant as
made out to be nor do they justfy
the UGCs one-sided, risky “equity
promotion” law - a powder keg for
misuse UGC seems to have bulldozed
this without campus-wide
consultations-ignoring teachers,
smdents, VOs, and stakeholders who
conld have flagged thelop sidesearly
o, Mo b halls, no feedback loops,
just top-down diktat has made it
controversial. On campus students
make friends and rivals, they spat
and yet collaborate with each other

STATESMAN (P 7), 06 FEBRUARY 2026

Injecting caste into the campus

often without caste considerations
Thit is hiw healthy societies form,
Mow imagine the scenagio pos-LGE
regulations. A fresh 12th-pass kid,
buzzing with excitement of leaming
new subjects and skills, ready o
experiment and fail, finds “Equal
Cpportunity Centers”™ and “Equity
Squads" more prevalen than inncvation
centres or "Equity Commiltess”
maore visible than cultural clubs or
spartscommittess. Can his personadity
Hoom in the shadow of Ffear? Wil
he vibe freely with peers, his Faculty,
o campus folk? Amild prowling
Equity Squads and 24x7 Hotlines,
can he hone questioning, creative
and critical thinking - the skills 1o
upliit hirn self and soclety? The UGT
guddes and boosts higher education,
free thowghe, and research, backed
by India’s top academics. How can
one expect it to make regulations
that breed fear, stifle teaching and
dissuade scholarship? Do we wan!
our campuses o urn into police
states? Seems UG has rushed this
without giving sufficient thought
Sadly, post-independence, our
higher education fell prey woleft-wing
politics, sociotogy - all padnted Indian
sochety as avastcanvas of o
and q:npm-u:d. erasing all mm:lels
of harmomy between peopleof different
castes and communities, Theores
ke Manuvasd Brahrrindson, petrianchy
and ferninism first exploded on elite
campuses. Then they became
widespread, Campuses echoed with
offenzive and hateful slogans ke
“Tikak Tarasen sur Tabwar”, branding
everybody in the general category
8z quinfessential oppressors who

deserve 1o be booted our Leftise
ideclogues hailed it as progressive
free speech-a must for breaking
imaginany upper caste tyranmy This
divishue poison seerms o have trimphed
again: UGS regaiation endorsesthe
same left binary, pliting castes against
eachother. Once it comes iIntoaction
it will ernpower grievance-mongers,
fracture student unions, and revive
dan-to-cday conflictsunder the banner
of justice. Will our institutions be
able to handle it?

O the contrary, to fulfil the dream
of "Vikasit Bharat' our campuses
needed 1o go “caste-nentral”, They
shoubkd be empowered to shield all
against blas, hate-mongering casie
politica, This demands ironclad
zones where nobody, with zero
exceptions, is discriminated against
o caste o community lines. An
inclusive and harmondous academic
environment shoukd be allowed 10
ficazrish, That's vital for free thinking
and quality research, Sadly, UGC's
regulation presumes generad-cabepory
stodents and teachers guilty of
castesmand discrimination - echoing
the oppressor-oppressed tale lefists
peddled foe decades, Will this weaken
casteism of augment it further?
Evervane, prejudices aside, must
ponder seriously.

The UG5S 2026 Equity Regulation
hoasts of wiping out caste bias-but
it’s a Trofan horse inviting chaos.
Prime peril: rampant misuse via
false aocusaticons, General-category
students and faculty now live in
dread of haseless complaints from
rivals over grades, project credits,
of personal grudges, twisted nto
“caste discrimination”.

Perty academic beeds could explode
into career-wrecking probes, with
accusers facing zero blowback,
and EOCs will swanmp small colleges
in paperwork, pulling focus from
classroonms to endless imvestigations.
CQuality teaching is likely to be
buried under complaint piles. Harsh
penalties will demotivate faculty
and students, UGC grant blackouts
or derecognition could bankrupt
madest institutes, widening the
urban-rural education gap. Chilling
surveillance will stifle free speech.
24%7 monitoring and reports will
bread self-censneship, Consequently;
professors will dodge tough debates
while students will fear their question
may be interpreted as offensive.
Eventually, innovation will die; echo
chambers will thrive. Reverse
discrimimation will brew oo campuses.

Worse, this regulation flours Article
4% ripht to equality before Law,
Ceneral-cabegory shuclents,
and staff pet zerosafeguards against
witch-hunts-no presumption of

innocenee, no burden of proof on
accuscrs. Motivated, malicious
complaints are likely to swell as
there is no deterrence of penalty or
punitive action for motivated and
false accusations. [Us & one-way
strevt: the “oppressed™ wiskd inchecked
Eventually courts will have w
strike down this lopsided farce.
Unfortunately, these one-sided
inclusivity traps will bread fresh
inequalities. But all is not lost. The
ball is now in the government's
court. Its a government which [s
empathetic towards all sections of
society as it follows the goal of
“Sabka Saarh, Sabka Vikas™ One |s
comtficient it will lEsren o the legitimaie
concerns and help every soudent
and campus bloom its best, It will
not allow the cherished "Viksit
Bharat”dreamofthe nation toderail
due 1o such manageable glitches.

[T writer b & Sormeer Principal Faculy of
Wational Eesttute of Pesign and in sxlsimed
nihor)
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i AN inkeniim
W g e

the 1T 1 grveramest, the iver
ity Grante Besiight an
impreved vishon, the Promedse of
Equity in Higher Edueation Instit
tivy Bepuiations. In X086 Howeyrs,
rmedintely. 8 section of penora)
stdomts ogeessed opposition. in
soome prvviskons of thed new sty
latiims Respoinding rum.nh-u- o
a1 arguments, the So
premmee oot s now e the 201
Fegulation in st vance and oo
L TR, |'|1T it h'l.l-!ﬂﬁ 'Iha.l: 'u:l!
P TSl A Ve B &re cape-
hlar of etz iisusad.

The pettioners madnly ex
pressrd oppesition in the scparabe
mezyiion of “discrimination Gl
thve hasis of cisteor ribe agains! the
merters of the scheduled cstes
setedtuled tribes, and olher back-
ward classes”, The petitioners ar
guwent 1hat Enere was nib need o men-
titm caste dscrimTination as i wiuld
w0 coverd amder the peneral defi-
miticn of ‘scriminatios, “which
inclodes 3l forms of discriminatory
eatment, incheding caste”. They
Al arpued that 8 segarais memtien
of rncte may result in dviding sosi-
sty ardding thal ragging should have
Ees=n made part of the Repulations
The furges agread with these poamts
and supporied U review by a oom-
mittee of eminent pecple

Aler mrelfal considesation, i
appears thal the opposition to the
separaie recogrdtion of caste dis-
c.muu_m Eaced Ty .E-‘EHUBE
| A4 i mot gided by 2 preger
underzrandimg of the theoreibeal
considerstions undesiying the con
cepl of discrimimation refated 50

sl identities like casle, elBsnicily,
race, ceilonr mnd religion. A separmis
mention of casle diserimisaton
b pemssary imopddinon io its in-
clusien in the general definiibomn of
LS T F T )

A disrmiion on the oomospl of
dscromination will bring clarity
Ao the rsnie T Geories the lerm,
discrimination, pertairs o & so
cisd group as 2 whaole hased o
skl [Hscriminalfon
thus refiis o sociad gmoegs sivh as
custe, (Flsy mce, oulowr or gender
ant mof to an individusl } ners b
Era norms that deflaes 1he e
o of o promp lowards others
that are dlserminalory I neiue
This Is o costervm feafup which
mpples by all sk catepories. Al
the same tme, dscrimination ey

Sukhndoo Thorat is formms
chairman, University Granis
Commdssien
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The critique of the UG equity rules is untenable

Hollow basis

SUKHADEO THORAT

differ amnig social proups wilh e
st it soverce and 8¢ odu of
discriminggion, IT there is smriation
m ik reatment of wiinnchalides,
Adivasis, wommen, religioes. Treial

OF COMF Eroups, thay will lisee do
=t mﬂﬂﬂm nldy. It will be o
IS Bot to mecngrise (h
diferences in the nature of discrin
mation emnbeddadl b them,

What is the nafure of casde ds.
crimipation Bued by Shudms and
untouchables? Mobody brings =
much clarity on i &= doss BR
Ambedkar i the bonks, W e
e Shadrea? and The Dinuchabie:
Wha Wee They oed Why Ther
Bemme  Unteuchabls The casle
grebemm 18 & sl erpamisation of
Hindus whose gowrning peimciple
i5 mequalley. Bl I B Bt goiverned
v &1 common notion ol bipolar k-
sqnadity &3 Dabween low and high
ciefe, male and femalo, or Hack
and ‘White Instesd, it = govemed
by e principle of groded inagual-
ity Everybody sulfers Trom caste
dreriminntion kd some RSl
suffer maore s olhers. o this
stragine of gradod inogualily, ihe
deacriminnifon among mses in-
creids in termsof demial of socinl,
ervromss nnil el gious cighis as e
climb down e caste pyramid The
umonchables, lncaisl nf the bat-
lom of the caste hberarchy, suffer
the e, B unlike olbar cHElaE,
they allfer dhe additienal sligma
of fmpurity amd polbadion. Their
et npproach, and sight vansse
prdluticn to 1he castis aline thom
Thire are ks Stilsuectel e physical
il woclil fsolmbsy, amlaponizn,
tkmpl, ] e, which deoy
1o persinlcd] andd dgnity. Thae
Sugreimw Courd remtiad the oeliie
ingpalapst [y e vl e

Thoiw 5 s & deperve of iy
it iy Blin discrnnisakem e Gy
& Shurdei ik dn wnleochable The

sepregniion are not relsted so Hindu
religion bug to casiom and trodi
mon. Simiardy, the discriminatiss
assnciaied with pae ard cology in
Imlin ix nod besed on peligon: its
origin Ues b idiobopy om nevoumt of
which somp mies and people of col-
oy e freated ns inferior, The di
crimization of womesn and Shudes
tmiouchables hos comigon nooks
i Brohmandcs] mligion imeofnr as
bath euffer Broen deninl of cighis

e property, efucezion A social
erabgis. I undike vkl

wonum e not Eace unbovchaobility,
Simmilurly, the discoienimation e
by refigedns avinorities such as
Mooslioys, Chrtstiang, Buddhists or
Silkche s not 1he sauve as that of coste
and untonehataling.

These lweiphts pless] Prom
thearies ol ewapirics]  shulies
imply e thivgs Dadils, Shudeas,
Salivessls, womem as well B3 s
ractal, ethose anil refigions gronps
T s vl Elon sml shoubd bea
el O the gererid definition of dis

crimimaion Bab al the sune Gme,
Ehie sieiss anmd Bl nehens ol thels

|||‘S.|'|'|||1.:|.T_I||r!= AT AT JTTadE.
These newsd to be Galed sgaranedy
This will elp address aroap-speaf
icdiserimicaibioms surs a3 thesasls-
hepesed diserirminanon of the Shude,
the social and phesacal discrimina
ton agaimst the unicachahle, 1w
liverse Eolalioes o the Adivas, the
ol disriminanon of Sk
i the "".l.ll'ﬂ1ﬁ.lb.. and 45 an. Thos
imphes that the arpament b the
petitsonr thal caste distmmmation
of 50/ 5T OB ahould nol = men-
o sepanitely = not sustainable.
The differennal meamment of
lp-iniome and  jurscr students
ranna b conifsed with e Eroug-
Becdesd discrisminaton of 505 5Ts
CBCs wormen, rellghous sunerifis
Therefore, B suspestion that sm-
denis Tacing rapging or e Eferen-
lhal treatment messd our o o
come @roups dhould be anchsded
urkler the cutegory of gnoup-bassd
st timination 1 ansenabds, These
e atmnevs af sdnicdunl-based
differentiation that can be trsned
gunder the femend grivmnees mech-
amisme. The grievaneed of Bigh-cuale
fulividizils onn be pvssed ander
noerml grigvarhoe rvdresscil e
i s wall
Enmmuking whs v mromorm
cally weaker sectiings b nawssry
buf consufering tase under mes
arvadton Dassl on growy Hevmby
by the Suprems Codrt wad ool
Witiliaele, The v SugEesion 1
inchuda the narresment of oo
ically poar Dalits by their beiter-off
cormbrrpeurts 4 ol ar ides without
merik,
Thoe Supreme Conrt had decided
o et up & commidtes of smivent
el 1 look Inbo G matler T
witahd be wisn bo includs some acad-
ericiEs i that body to urders i
the izsge of diseriminrtion froom min
scodemic angle do msishee legpal

safguants, ‘T#:":r ﬁlﬁn
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Alibrary thatrose
from the ashes

PRIVANKA SINGH

OME places announce their importance; others reveal
it slowly, like a story that refuses to hurry: The Lal
Bahadur Shastri National Academy of Administration
(LBSNAA), Mussoorie, belongs to the latter category. Its
aura hints at the weight of governance, but deeper lessons
unfold quietly, away from Jecture halls and parade grounds.

In mid-1984, a devastating fire caused by a short circuit
destmyaﬂahluckufﬂ:eamiemmimhdingﬂmﬁmﬂjth{nm
than one lakh bools were lost. The library was the intellectual
spine of the academny, serving probationary officers who were
ﬂlebhze,ﬂeﬁmedmm@mts—md_muueelmn—
tions, one section opposite the Director’s residence.

Tn March 1986, a young man, Prem Singh, was deputed as the

librariari and given the formidable task of rebuilding the
mmmﬂmmmmummsmam
Tike stepping out of an ocean into a well. Initially, he thought of
nuts’la:ﬁn;haﬂk‘ﬂmanintzrmnﬁmmme—mtasmmd&n
biut as an invitation from then Depuy Director, 5 Parthasarathy,
who asked him to stay for two days as the academy’s guest. "If
msﬁﬂnﬁshm_imve,mmeudﬂstnpm"ﬁesaidgmﬂxme
rnan returned to the library that evening and stood there, listen-
thmgmhnpperdngsﬂenthflmmaﬂerthemdmfa affice
mﬁﬁnﬁ_mmmwmmlﬂmmmm
in a place governed by timetables. Curious, he knocked. Inside
was the librarian, alone — sleeves rolled up, a dusting cloth in
hand, On paper, his role was clear: in practice, the job defied neat
definition. There were acquisition plans to be drawn up, corre-
spmdmnetnbereﬁwd,mmlnmmﬁm-bemhuﬂed.m
* tems to be imagined anew. When told that staff shortage and
fixed timelines left little choice, the Director remarked, "You are
employed as a librarian, not as a cleaner,” and left.

The words did not interrupt the rhythm of work. Shelves
were wiped clean, corners cleared, surviving books sorted and
restored to order. There was a self-imposed urgency to make
the library usable and worthy for the probationers. In time, the
same Director entrusted Prem Singh with additional respon-
sibilities, a quiet acknowledgment of his desotion to his job.

The library, which I had seen in drafts and architectural
sletches, is now housed in a new building. When I think of
LBSNAA today, | remember that unlocked library door in the
evenings. Inside, knowledge was rebuilt patiently, shelf by
shelf, without ceremony. The library rose from the ashes like

- a phoenix — through hands willing to do unseen work and
the patronage of bibliophiles like S Parthasarthy and BN
Yugandhar (the latter succeeded Chopra as Director).

Perhaps that is how institutions truly endure — not through

grand gestures ahue.hutaﬁﬂuﬂthqlﬁetpﬂsisteme.f
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The constituional proviss of reservations dor
‘Lerten caregorees of peaple identified a3 SCST
was Enitially meant lor ten years only, Dr B8
Ambed kar hisnsell never wanted It oo 1331 king,
25 Ehat would amount ta the negation of e
afecchnes which necesskaned s implementation.
1l 'wiasa case ol socially inherted inequalines tar
a0 led [0 etonomic and culraral depeivatios in
ot veoids, the inequalities creabed by the came
systom and the relsted inhusan practice of
unizchatslity weee cofsidened the main culpnis
Both of these we e refected by e Consingion,
Treose oatside this classification acoephed the pro-
visioms pfTeseniarians, as the logic behind them
WA Clear and CRincing to cne ard all.

The Constiiuckin was ramed by men and
winmnen of updmpeschable ntogring and patal
carmmitrment o the nation, oSt of them were
pa of e grear reedom sandgsle s had pamed
rhe resnett ol the people through sheerdacrifios
and sullering during alien nie. &s the
chamged, adhersnce o human values was
impacied ghobaly, Advances in science and
recheed iogy had crested pedpets and Imple-
faenls that could reach every home and heanth
that had fw Peguisi e resourced. n India, the urge
16 BECumulale mae brought abeat 2 greas act-
fudinal fransformanon ameng Hode whi wee
in power and authary.

In i dermocmtic s, was e ol cans wha
were the privileged ones. They realised the
‘henefiy' that could accnse o an edecred repre-
senda e ol e pecple, ar better sall, bo being in
a position of powveer. Expectedly, the apprcach amd
amracrian i being in politics changed drastical
by Excepdions spart, the prime consaderatian kor
Deing in pubbc e, 2 srtinstated by Gandbdi - o
sefed [Ne ‘138t man i the line' — was gtk
replaced by polncy far priviege and pelf, ard
kar preparieg inhentors [rom wichin e Eamiky.
The Conshitution wias amended frequenthy; how
poswer had changed ihe soenanio was wilnessed
durirg, the impevition of the Emergrney, the £2nd
Loostitutional Amendmens, and much mose
Tkt lolraed,

Fourg perions in colleges and universities in
teet sizith decade of the 200h cangury wers con-
winced that the caste Syshem would disagpes . as
They Eneught the plitical persons around them
b4 tn e upgradatian of deprived peopie Anes
About three to four decades thp poiitical gener
400N haclchanged so had the approach i dema.
Ltk principles, and e people — the elermors
Waw podiitics, and the poliviclan, werns I:pu:!,-

Sxploring shie new averiucs that had susddenly
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Creating a conducive learning environment

As India seehs excellence and social harmony under the National Education Policy, it is time to re-examine whether these
arrangements still serve the constitutlonal promise of equality, dignity, and national colEsion

THE FACT
REMAINS THAT
CASTE
CONSIDERATIONS
AND SPECIFIC
PROVISIONS FOR
MINORITIES ARE
NOW CREATING
UNACCEPTABLE
SOCIOCULTURAL
ENVIRONMENTS
AT VARIOUS
LEVELS OF
EDUCATIONAL
INETTTURONS,
WHICH 1S NOT
CONDUCIVE TO
GENERATING
SOCIAL
COHESION AND
RELIGIOUS
AMITY, WHAT
HAPPENED AFTER
THE UGE
REGULATIONS ON
EQUITY WERE
NOTIFIED ON
JANLIARY 13, 2026,
AND BECAME
EFFECTIVE FROM
JANUARY 15, 2026
ONWARDSE?

That author s 29 pOwcd-
Sasil, n Farkea Sae
I e, ] B3 a

AL ATl and
| wwly Cpfedcn

. Aniypian e

Fapmonataaiasl
Thit Frtsen

L

appeated balore them, sl were (ndesd allur-
ing and anr=crhss, Reing in the seat of power pays,
and there are weays Bnd means o SASURE TET0
arcaungabiiity, The integrry. sincerdy, snd
hanesny tharwere nescded bo make resenackns
for thee ST B saacess were shifoed ko the back
tiurner. This s ane progect 1158 has never been
evaluared sncarely and schertifcally. R,
these are fol the onily categanes forwhich can-
sHiuckanal provisian was made, There are many
mire. Gandhiwas just iongotben, merestingly
ancl most abwiaushy by those who continue [
claimn 1o be the only inhenisors af his legacyand
vakues. The Tast man in che " was fost in e
alare arvd plamour thsg veere Blinding the polit-
ical prwer cEnana

Afer iour decades of the Constrution being
inplace. things were anabsed st varous evels
Or Karan Srghwrang m b003; " Our undersand-
Ing vias Mal castes wioulkl h',r-ul]l.ld]

norms and ohyigushy prepanad teachers W
waere natralned uu!ﬂuatﬂh'-‘r'hifﬁgﬁf:}::
ou exEanples in Qer areas ancd se i
Artiche 30 Right of minarities 10 estatisn and
admimister educationsl instinations — (1) Al
ménprilses, whethes based on refigian ar lan-
guape, shall have the right 1o establish and
administer educational iRSEURINGE of their
chaige, [2) The Srate s hall pot, in pranting & oo
eokicational instiutions, discrminate against any
echycacional insnrutians on the ground that they
are under the maﬂlaﬂﬁaﬁgésﬂ;ﬂm"m
wharner hiazed on religan SARE.

The greblem is that no learmed discussion of
sinoerne deliberation s allowed on such issues
that are projected as sensithe zones. Tha fao
rornains that caste consklerations and specific
proviskons for minorities are now Cresting
unacceatanle seclo-culiuml enyironments an
WS | mels uﬁeﬂu::mna]lmﬁn.giuna.whr:h
5 nof eonduchve o Eeneranng social conasion
s redigiaws aminy. What happened after the
EC Regulations an Equity were natched an
january 13, 2026, and hecame effective Fram
lanuary 15, 2020 omwardsy

Havang semved in instiatons of vaned |levels
for crver e decackes, one coald safedy sLale Thae
concerns af harasament or ill-Lreatment among
stucdents could best be handied by the hesd of
the instination and the faculhy. Mational guide-
lives are meedesd, but e aulonomy of instiu-
thans mist remain sacned. Creating a socially cone
ducive campus eraironnvent |5 best suppormed
by instilling a serse of responsilinyamang the

stakenolders.

ly erasdde, and tha the whels podnt
wis 00 bDallid 3 socery where cashe
vedukd no longer remain sgnificanc.
Burwhat dowe find today? W find
1hak anemqts ane belng made (o
instirutionaltse caste, snd not coly four castes,
buL 3,000 castes. 15 this what the Consoingion
ervisaged? How does this iy with the whoje
Guesticn al equal democratic fghts? lwould
B interesting to recall how the etsronment tal
promised ot liguidation of the caste system
:-as. :;-::rﬂamdlmum thas assires its con-

nuakkan, and consaguenthy a homddng
mentation of ledian 5::-:Il;Lr?.-'?r T

T amive at a Clegner piomure af the Curpent
sock-CUltural scenarioan abroader cameas, one
rvust recall the prosisions specifically made for
Imanarsies inthe Corstitution in Aricle 30 of the
Ceasticutian of india, which, in fact, did not sy
Chaceie with the e aned spatit of Articke 15, The
aparent contradictions ane nisted by aler
and daiive citizen who is not restricied by ide.
aligical o palitical eandngs. A% 2 pracrising aca.
demic, my impression stands radually con-
firmed that the previsians of Article 30, with 3
== Aable intents bebing chem, have, inaciual
Dractiee, dons mare damage v minarities than
supportng them in their educanonal sdvsnce-
miant The peoetsions have been Erossly mesused

I ngve persanally absereed B teac her-train.
Eng I minorcy inseinaticns refused oo Sollow a0y

Thie is also high dme 1o evolve

a:h‘t $iﬂ et #aysand meanson how to relate

fulurally svahwed envirenments in

schiodls amd ather imscicugions.

National-level deliberatons mist
b arpanised, sporsored, and supparted. Lot e
intedigeniesia of the nation re-read the capst-
tuticnal provisions that could help move
Toassarels culrurally erdbralling, soclally cohesive,
and religioushy amicabile campuses. Eminent
peogle have been thinking slang these lines, bu
I needs 10 e ceganised seriausly, | quobe, &5
dri example, the words of the Bte Vasans
Satte, a freedom fighter, Suprermne Court Lnwyer,
Lmnicn Minister, and & highly respected public
figure. He wrote in 1993 about Artice 30 of the
Constitution: “This article should be defeted
BECaUSE Lo recagnise some sections & minoni-
ek Dased on refigion 5 contrany o the provi-
sians of mquality speciied bn Andche 15 and threat-
edis 1o creane pempetual discriminatian foe such
seomiens on the hasic of @ factor ke mligian,
which is Irreversifde *

This NEP 31230 @k peciy doamonse rossrnds sxcod
lerie in educatian, Tne prime requisine 5.a kesn
Ing ermviranment bubbling with rmues fegpace
anid positiee energy. Mere changes in a couple
of waord s in natiffications withoo! 3 well-candid-
ered soqmo-culrural anakesis supgoned By
TN conscininonal prpgdsions, may nar
ity ssark any rrcrn E‘Im";— e
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numbears of schooks within rimates.
The impact on students is felt in lost

claszrmoma, boundary  aress, i'u:'c.-l
paﬂumﬂp&ﬂmgwhmml'

Lessonsinschool satety

HE bomb scares on

January 28 that swept

through Chandigarh

schools did more than

disrupt a school day; it
exposed how fragile normaley has
become in the age of anonymous
digital threats, Within minutes,
Chandigarh's education hub was
transformed into a seeurity grid.
No explosive device was found.
But the absence of a bomb did not
diminish the scale of what had
occwrred. A single anonymous
email had succeeded in paralysing
the administration, displacing
thousands of children, and push-
ing parents, teachers and authori-
ties into hours of panic. _

What unfolded in Chandigarh
reflects a wider national and global
pattern. Globally, school threats have
risen by about 44% over the past two
vears, vet over 99.8% of mass-
ernailed threats are hoaxes, creating
a paradox in which every message
must still be treated as real.

Official reports and media coverage
suggest a sharp rise since earty 2024,
with a roughly 300% increase over the
past. Lavw-enforcernent reports note
the rise of “cluster threats”, where
idertical messages are sent to large

instructional hours and disrupted
board esmms; for parents, i is acute

anxiety and forauthorities, itis alogis-
tical nightmare to evacuate tens of
thousands of children.

These incidents have brought two
issues into focus: how threats were
handled by the city administration,
schools and parents and how commu-
seore the need to shift from a reactive
to a resilient posture, with protocols
drafted and enforced at the district

Jevel rather than left fo indmadual

schools.

At least during sensitive periods, pre-
cautionary measures must begin well
before any threat ammves, including
decentralised antisabotage checks.
International best practice supports
routine pre-arrival visual sweeps of

Only with parental trust
can the system shitt
from reflexive reaction
to assessment-led
response in cases of
bhomb scares in schools.

AN S R R e s AP AT Ml

a baseline of normaeloy, malkng, gee |
Line anornales easier 0 detect

In Chandigarh, delayed and |
opague communication drew par- |
entstﬂsﬂhmlg:aieﬁ.dmmadhaﬂﬁc
andnbshudadﬁnﬂﬁﬁwr&m
vehicles. To mitigate this, research |
supports a ‘strategic transparency’ |
approach using a two-stage alert sys-
fern. Stage one is an immediate nter-
nal alert to police within minutes of a I
threat. Stage two consists of regular, |
clear updates to parents during the
"Golden Hour" the first 60 minutes,
delivered through the school’s offi-
cial app, explaining that a non-specif-
ic digital threat is being managed
undera contralled protocol

In the Indian context, the chal
lenge is not a lack of policing or pro-
tocol, but the somal ecosystern m
which these protocols operate
within a deeply ingrained instinet to
react first and demonstrate visible
action to "make everyone safe”, even |
when the statistical probabiity of
harm is extremely low. This instinct,
shaped by collective psychology and
public pressure, makes assess-and-
react models difficult to sustain
unless parents understand the logic
behind thern. Without parental align-
ment, administrators resort to imme-
diate evacuation to avoid backlash,
despite contrary evidence.

This is, thus, the right time to edu-
cate parents and treat them as
informed stakeholders. Only with
their trust can the system shift from
reflexive reaction to an assessment-
led response, allowing composure,
rather than fear r-r__._,'lq __,.dl
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The SC scholarship woes

RAJMEET SINGH

Supreme Court recently flagged the delay in
the disbursement of scholarship funds across the
country, and how it affects the mental well-being

of students. Based on the recommendations of the
National Task Force constituted to address the mental

health concerns and prevent suicides in higher educa- _
tion institutions, the apex court has directed all states  ratio (90:10 for Northeastern states). It has been running

As apex court directs disbursal
. ofdues non-payment from
' 2017-20 in Punjab rankles

e —————————

and UTs to clear the pending dues. : mmﬂﬂyshﬂe.mme'ezbem‘a,ﬂﬁpﬂmmﬂmm
g o e ERILs Bt s o PP DM,
== 4ill 1o be paid to students and educational institutions DISBURSAL OF FUNDS SCAM |
from 2017 to 2020, when nearly 5.5 lakh students were ﬂmﬂmmmnhﬂedmmnﬁmymﬁm
gress government. A departmental inquiry pointed out
ABOUT THE SCHEME undue benefits to private institutions. In 2018, discrep-

Financial aid is provided for studies from Class 11 up to ancies amounting to Rs 55 crore were detected, of which
the postgraduate level in recognised institutions. Rslﬁmmmpgmnmtm;hmhmmﬂegﬂ

mmpmmmmmmmﬂ mmm&m&mm
Hsﬂ]ﬂﬂﬂpermmum{dependingmﬂmmm}.ltis 2017-2020 is being heard in the Punjab and Haryana
heneficiaries, The companents include the non-refund- other to clear the dues. Lﬂﬂmﬂﬁmm
able fee ﬂv:iudhﬁgmnﬂnaﬁmfhe,mhepaidmﬁe mmmgmmﬁrmmmmm
msﬂh.mmmndma::adﬂmlﬂ maintenance allowance — ﬂhilﬂar”mmabmmm
R54{[ﬂmn513,5mperannmnthrtmstﬂﬂm,md Emﬂlﬂafﬂﬂﬂfhﬁmsterﬂhngmtﬁmhddan
e Re2.500 and Rs 7,000 for day scholars,depend- event in Jalandhar for distribution of post matric schol
' Rsmu'gﬁ Disability allowance is also given. mﬂﬁpﬁmﬁﬂsﬂ?lmmmmmﬂhkhS_C
e e ' students. The event coincided with the Primeldim.;

ter's visit to Dera Ballan head Niranjan Dass. Wooing
GAP YEARS : ;

Uﬂﬁlmlﬁuﬁ,ﬂmglars}ﬁpscﬂwnmnmﬂwm the Dalit vote bank remains at the centre stage.
by mECermE.mmMﬂmmEﬂ;:uﬂﬂﬁ PLANS ANEAD AND
ﬁwﬁgm%mﬂlmmm 1mcenufmmmﬂermmmngthemnumm;:nty
wmmm,m“““ ' R 25 lakh to Rs 45 lakh, On April 1, 2013, it was

The ;:mimg mrm?ttj‘nr 2017-18, El}ilﬂrlﬂ and 2018 emwmml Hsp:u;h:? mﬂ:x mh;;!:n 2.5lakh.
2020 adds up to nearly Hs 1,550 n:r'l:in‘:..F!l-EIi.'t‘lmE‘_:I'LIItII‘_IilEt ﬁ ‘fhumnmqf‘{tﬁﬂu ﬂlegusmh,ﬁuﬂab.mﬂw dalayin: re'lﬁﬁemu : of
v bﬂpﬂnaatedmn gﬂi@pmumud'ﬁwME the scholarship amount not only jeopardises ]ﬂfﬁ
“mfh'mtmmﬂmemﬂhnmlﬂsc gtudents, It touched of 8C students, but also ﬁnamﬂﬂlﬁl!r’t ! o

el lakh students in 2020 tions. “There are more dropouts. E"“ﬂwﬁ matitistme

an all-time low of 1.75 i ; fram 2020- mrﬂmttqajnul. Eﬂiemdmm as %
Emuuﬂmhﬁmmn;umuﬁmpemedataﬁﬂ:m ment of the fee is delayed, . | P
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Why has AYUSH got a major push in Budget?

W Tt e the propesals fo ke AYUSH more witloly aceessibde? Which are sume of the key
irpstitunes ] unonoamous bedies gnder the AYUSH sector? o has the free rade agrecment
with the Evropean Union epemed the doo Tor AYLSH I European markets?

vasudevan Mukungl

The stoTy & Far:
n Februany 1, Finanee Miritster
Nirmala Sitharsman preposed 2 dew
nrremg.ﬁx AYUSH in the
02627 Vion Budger, & weok
mr.lnmsmrmmmmmemmm
with the European Unjon apened the door for
Indiazn doctors and producs (o enter ghe
Evropean market more easily,

Whar has AYUSH receboed in ihie Budget?

In the 2026:27 Budget, ifs wotal allocation
reached 24,408 crore, up from 13,950 crors in
205526 and 12,132 crore tn 2000-21, Ms.
Eu&m:nm:ahmmmmmdphrﬁmmm
three new Al-ndia instinumes of Avurssds
intended to be the gold standard for raditanal
uﬂm;.ﬂnﬂrmhwﬂﬂﬁwrh far
allopathic medicine, These insrinmes will freat
patients, canduwcr high-level research, and reach,
The Budget aleo pitched for funds to upzrade
e WHID Global Traditiomal Asedicise Cersra bn
Jamnagar, with the s of India leading the way

in seriing standards for how wraditional pweScine |
documented

should be practised and

warldadde. The budget for the National AYIPSH
Missior has been hiled by 655 o 1,300 crone,
10 midernise kocal AYUSH hospimls and
dispensaries, m place AYUSH dinses inside
wrtstng modern hospitals, and 10 upgrade
cxisting certres bo focis on prevente health,
The alsn prowhies Rands oo ppgnude
AYUSH pharmaches and

|:'h|.g-ﬁ_=n|.|.ru.: ,
kshoratories, The govermment i also inreducing |

a mulellingzal Al assistars namd

Blearar VISTAAR, designed o ghe farmers who |

growe medicirml plists real-time advice on

;O

The
presence of
heavy
nh'El'.'lhi mll:h
a5 kead and
FCTOUrY in
certain
AYLUSH
pregfucs i
a o
WY

Masshve bepst Planis and pulses mued intyunsed a displawed duting B
EYUSH Mabbs insengalumn oo Jarrsany 31, HE WARISTR

| matropathy. The government also manages |

| standards for all Indian AYLSH drogs. The

commumity health grals.

iz AYUSHN tresinsent aclentdfc?
Critics bed by the Indlan Midical Assnciation
(%A hanve anpeed thar rraditioral syshens ke
Ayvrweda allen lack the rigorous, empirical
evidence requined to meet the threshokls of
mdern medicie. Allapathic drogs must dear
randomised conoralked sl that tes) ther
safiety and efficacy. Mamy AYLUSH treatments,
Facrwrves, e based om ander lexts ard
nhserwational oy, and either haven't been
iested oo thilr specidhcs remam uiverifiabibe. The
presence of heavy metals such o beod dnd
EETCURY i cerrain AYLSH preslucts has been a
major concern. Heahlb advisories from Ausmralia
the L5, and New Zealand have righlighned
cases of ead paisaising linked wo imported
| #parvedic prodanis. Perfaps te mos
controversial aspect of AYUSH has been
*mizopally”, e state-sanctioned biurring of
linies beween eradimonal and modedn medical
pracice. In 2000, the Cemiral Council af Indan
Medicire suthorised postzraduate ureda
siuderis io be trained in 58 sungcal procedures,
incliling general surgery. The [MA calfed chis
“legallsed quackery ™, argEng tar aogery i 2
comaqlex discipline requiring deep know ledge of
| apatomy, ansesthesia, amd perioperamee cars
shar AYLISH cuwrmicila doo't sufficienthy coves,
The controversy ingensified in 2005 when the
anillra Pradesh governmem allowed Ayurvedn
expoments to perform thede surperes
| indeperdently, kading oo natomside proteses
| and |egal challerges currently pending before
| the Zugpreme Court. Friction abso persises over
| the practee of AYUSH doenors prescribing
allcparhic medicines like andhiotcs or steroids.
Bome Sxanes have mrued exscume orders
alkoetngg this to pRag e docuor shootsge in moral
areas bug the medical communiy has warmed
that it could lead 1o irrarlonal drug wse and

grovwing bt of betrer qualiy, carrent marks
prices, and cemilying crops for export,

What does Lhe India-EL FTA do for AVLER?
I te past, Indian Ayursedic doctors have bad a
hard gime warking in Burope because their
waien't recognisad, Bt under the FTA.

In ELl eoungries that don't specifically regul e
rradinional medicine, Indiam AYUSH
practitiomers can provide cheir servioes using
gualifications obtained in Incka, The dieal also
pives Indian companie: 2 kegal guarane: o
npen wellness cenimes, Ayuresdic oindes, e
acruss the bloc's 27 counstries withour them
haervirgs 1o woery Ut U lews will suddendy
chunge and shut them down. Third, India and
tee EAL will work: topether b0 Teccgmise (some of )
each ather's fab resulis and safety centificacions. |
Ad  pesl, 4 partioadar suprplement
trestiedd in am Endizn b wil |ikeby be accepeed by
mﬂi Finally, the mﬂmum

£ janal Enosdedpe gk . a
database of inrmulations, thus preventing
eompanled fnom wrongly clalming cevership of
traditzonal Tsedian remedies.

What resourees digs AYUSIE have?
Imectia’™s AYURSH sector bas & network of hospicals,
research council, and regubibory framesnrks.
I 20247225, the gorevrmomee s S, fior ke
AYLIEH Manistry was designed oo iosegrase
traditional madicing e the broader matonal
heakhcare landscape. The primary vehocle was
Uve Martivmal ANUSGED Missbon and co-locacion the
A ritingpeltac 4 ity e
wil
CENETes =nd-imﬂﬂh:iphamm

The sectar has sevwerl ‘Instinges of Maonal
Importance’ and amopomois bodles, inchoding | What dothe resomnrees mean for AYLSEH?
an Albindi Tesgtituie af Ayureeda in Sew Dethi asmanering of Independent estimares sugpests
and the Natiomal Enstitube of Homeeopathy m. | than the K7USH secior will e woith $26.5 billion
Kadkata, Other specialised instibutions provide | PEE3 1akh croah in 2005, with starmups and
eraimning and care in Siddha, Unand, Yoga, and MEME= arcouriting fior 20%. The new plane are
im Tme with the government's BRemps o em
AVLISH from a domestie, wellare-adjsoemt public
Fesaleh, programse 1o a regitiated iedusiey and
source of economic growih. The propossd
All-Eruffa Instimies ame modelled on ATMS and,

sevreral research councils, such & the Cemral
Council for Research in Asarvedic Scenoes. The
Marional Commission for Indian Syebem of
Bdesclicine and the Nationsl Cosmmission Sor

Homoeopathy have ro ensane medical education | togetber with plans o upsrade eesting fcilites
remalng affordable and refabie. The ard pharmacies, sgral efiors bo recas! pans of
Pharmacoposiy Coenmission for indian | rradimenal medicing as belng sceotific rler
Medicine and y 5848 [he oificial | A based om TneapR o EXperiEOes.

That said, while global markers may reward

| Mational Medicinal Mants Board worked with 32 | stamidardisation, they will also ralse expectalion

of evidence and acooamiability as home. In i

senise the government's AYUSH push may 2k
| gubject the seen o level of sonalny aimid

institugiona discipling that India itsell s only
| partially enforced thus far. 1.,] v,

Seate boards 1o encourige te cultivation of
hilghraquality herbs for both domestic use and
exporl. The AYURGYAN schense promoes
educition while ‘Wurmusthay Yojana' focuses
o ey Eraitlons] medicine o e
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ALOK SHARMA AKD
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TS TomrTi=m sechol b enlenng.
apiviad moment. The recenily
Pt nhpl,-‘im% I
lavs cas i amnbitions vision
fTom aithanced cormectivity and
<l docult desvidopment o joib
Croation and w arkfomme 5k|"II'I.IL'!|'I.'l
i thisss weloome phicy mgmla
ane oundational ssue remains
SunEpacisly under addmased the
argemil P b modiereise smumkBm
edutation amd human capital
tarihign wikh e sectors
ramid transformaieos
The Easclges unsdersconed rourism.
rranspoet, arsd skilks developmeni
ascemral iomaghonal growibh, sening
therone for an scoeleraped pash s
stremgzhen indias eeel ecosystem,
forahle announcements inchd sd
plans botradn 100G pourist gaides
10 enhance an-ground visloor
cxperiences and deliver Bigher
sfufoe samdan o key destirations.
[t alsomnlingd wide: rnging pourism
-killing initiatives, louching upon
noeplialiny educsion, HLHIH.g-E‘Er'ﬂ
:_-'._'e kased sxperiences, and
dgial docursentalion of culiurad
sabes LramHiEn & narkoned desgination
s ledpe grid. These reflect &
prorrdeing pofey (ieriatisn Loswsmls
wiiforce readinees and culvaral
PreLER il
Liesmat et s i

i, Lhe drouctural

Aisdinfect berwesn academic
HELPUYS and Indueiy demand
persdsin. Toulom by s vasaly
IMEGTE. SOmDie 1arm Tl
baoeitalny ardd bravel surdeis, 1

STATESMAN (P-1 3), 08 FEBRUARY 2026

Beyond guides, tourism educatmn needs reform

e i hudes dighul EEIEETL,
sustabnallity govemami:, erists
s, dedimation hrankling,
experience desipn,  and
conmmnliy-cusive development
Acvadisg ko LM Tourkm (2023,

nearly 75 per o of eme
toarrisny 'ﬂg‘: will reguim r.g,r?{.-ﬁ
EeiTpt b thar e echnaliogy,
W}ﬂmmﬂm
thimking - skills raseby pistjvated
iy begacy canriouls
Ectimomically, the potesvial is
Immense. The World Trmvg] and
Towsriam Councls Tndis oomom:
Impisct Report 2024 it ates that
LS LT S FTMATES (veer 7 peer oo
af Indlas GO and supparts mirs
tnan 43 million jobs. Yet, emplorers
Fcnoes thee indhustry sepont A peersisent
akills mismiarch - & pap Between
Wi graciostes ane radned forand
il 1 workpdnce demands. This
terssiom undemines service quaiine,
FRSITicDE proluctiviey pains, and
lizmils [nain’s capaciey 1o compese
o the global toiri sm stage,
Brudzen 50265 initistives hint m
the right direction bur remain
insudTicient withowt systematic
edpcationsl eeform, Foe example,
while mairdng 10000 goides uAll
i prove visRor andagemend, Inds
beoader workieoe - from destination
managers o digital marketing
experls - sLifl lacksd aicess Lo
mtepraned, Industry-aligned, snd
oty el edation patbwens.
High-speed rail cosridors and
expanded wate rawys will physically
ainnet destmatinns, bt § e hiiman
cuipahality that will ultimazely
devimine wheber these lnkages

translate imio guality 1ourmm
AP TiTes
& care pefoem priceity must be
industry-acndemin integration,
Lencing tieiam economies globaly
embed apprenticeship madels,
o-designed tarricnla, exiended
fleie imnatierscion, amd destreion-Frikad
bearning labs imo their highe:
edurntion syirems. These mods|s
ensurs Uhad s hudemts gradsss with
meakunrld competencies amd aze
reacy Lo connihn: effectieely from
iy onne,
Inestizsmion s such as Incian Instii e
o Tt and Trawe] Manageesent
CITTTRA} are alraschy siigned with
This wiston. Fsteb@shied umder the
Ministry of Tourkm, 1T T serves
iaiion il Avekoputn mod
v, ekille deve Jan
applied pewearch, with campersis
st ilfenent reglons. Sreengrhenig
its pole, and replicating, e bes
Praciess acrnss stale aniversithes
and natiomald instimes, will be
ruciad forcreating & continuiis of
qualicy tosriam educaion that is
Bath competitive and cosaessualby
rEkvamt
Sustaimabifty also demands &
ceniml place meurmiogda, The OECD
Terurizmn Teerds and Pollcles Repan
J023 highlgie dimste resilience,
eI T gD, and ecoeyelen
slewandship a5 princity issues (o
global tourism. [ndia’s fragile
H||'|'|-i|||"|!|'HI'I FEREOmS, {Dllg,llslﬂll
spiritmal cimcuits, and sensitive
coasAR] ECORVERENS feipine dourism
profeasionals traimed Im
chrtving-capacily asseszment,
mesporsible destinacion plansing,

TR COMMUNE Y- CETRTC Sngage me i
madeks. Wishoue this expertice,
tourism geraT coalkd coone st the
enstofenyitommentsl degmdation
il sncial discontent

glevate cenbllcation credibéay,
imprces ot mar ko signalling, and
enerare L i adeiae compenencies
mach indusiey expeciations.

Indin o stands ot & SEsEE:
[Hgkaitranslormation is snceher  crorsmads: Bodee 20085 consinm
leoetier, TI'.'I.'hl'rﬂ|E1g,l.ﬁ sOCch 45 fusisans uE g prsitivg slarting
Al-brsed wisitor apalytes, sma  poni. bot bongenm o w
destmation platforms, lenmersive depend onw hethis pobics prioctees
digital Cing. arel beritape  fumancapiawih the same vigeur
Interprecation siElems am oapldly  as pysicsd mirastrocure. Boads,
sheping rsveller decistoms. The Fﬂ'—‘mmﬂ#ﬂ“m"&
I Tuwrem Dighal Tearsforgaton  com openwpdestinainns - but i is
Hepory 003 emphasises that  skilied vorlsm professiomals wha
e lueroy e esseruial - will eresiem EnmarEnzes
foc destinaslon coanperitveness. st and crveen
Incospoeatimg dighal vourieen amd  palicy smobitiors s bl cealivs.
data [temmey inan care dummicula - Tourtsmedwcation refocm s nm
rather than relegoting them o a periplecsd policy add-on. 1t is
optional dectives - s imperative, SITMERh imfmsrucre, 15 India

Effective reform will sequire  aspines boevosbe o mes Wurdeam

ErmETIAnGE, Th Aifsrsy mnm‘tﬂdlﬂhﬂEGM'.
of Towridm. higher education  ipvesting Im imtellectaal capital
authoricies, and the Natonal Skill  mazst be ot the bea of ics F;n.'-\ﬁ'li:
Development LCorporaticn mus  sgenda,
collibvrmns tnealfish canoeme-tased
educytion sandards aligned with
Ehe Mariamal Skille Qualification
Feamarwark, Thia alignmonr <an

T wrikke s D b b [N e

1as e s, beus Lriieeof Tesne
CRAFFIRTE e By A e
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Schooling in Delhi in the Sixties

School’s ou

MUKUL KESAVAN

had niever thanaghit abonat (hie na-
e of 1y life in schood hefore 1
rerurmes for the memorind ser-
vice of e priest who lad been
s principal in the Hme T was
e, Which is odd g'iu-“ thiad 1 speTH
the best part of twelve years of my
lifi: on its premdses. Like my contem-
poraries, 1took school for graated. it
i e o e
£ there; i1 was 1he air
breathed e

Ims Ih=lbil in the Sixties the LK
ken compact between middle class
pareniz and the schools that raised
their L"]ﬂl:'-'LTEn wis that we wondd
be socialised into English, In retro-
spect, this seems to have been their
principal purpase and their only du-
rahle achievement, When 1 antered
5t Xavier's Kindergarten, 1 was an
entirely Hindi-speaking child: inside
o years, English had replaced Hisdi
as my frst language in a
wiy the children's fction that T had
recently bepun resding was exchu-
sivedy in English, This had something
tir dix with the school's cary, which
was overwhelmingly stocked with
tkes in English bt this was backed
up by cosrcion. To be canghl speaking
Hindi during break rssamt a four-ar-
g fine.

Tie bt chisaar, this Wasn'l 46 i
tioned imposition; our parents knew
amdl approved of the schoois com-
certed press o force us indo English
becaise the whole point of going to
that desi instifuion, the English-
medinm school, was to get us swim-
piing in English. This 15 still rue of
the schools that the pan-Indian mid-
di= class semds its children &0 joday,
bigt i was peculiarly true of Delhi in
the Sixties. In college, 1 med conber-
pigaries from Cakeutta who read for
pleasume in Bengali and wrate o their
parents in their mother tongue, This
wasn'l trve of my cobort in Dethd; in
Morih India, for the most part, b=
coming fluent in Bnglish meant leas-
ing Himdi behind for everything bt
transactlons. Even before | could Eay
claim o @ Bfe of the mind, oy imae:
ination had besn comprehensively
Enplishesd].

The dlher function thal school

servedl was that B oirained s as ap
sprerice-Citeens, This I8 nol 10 Joftily
gupgest that bl Gsughi us cIvbe duly,
schonl sccusiomead us 1o the nowel
idea of public discipline, & discipline
erloreed mol by peopke we knew like
ouar families, but strangers backed
up by apague institutional authori-
by and the acquiescenee of aur par-

v s nae G bt L eoam

enls, Schoal was our training-wheels
intoducton W the State and s
IHEERLS.

My schoal baak iks power {0 pun-
i=h seriously. Teachers were allowed
lﬂﬁtmlﬂmmgmm.
e

5 WEM

Instructors,  Performative  beatng
was a prerogative of the prissts who
administered the school a8 principals
o vice-principals. Shudenis were for
mally sent o thelr offoss with a nole
Indibeating thedr infraction which al-
was ed to the padm selecting a cane
or ruler and hitting you either on the
peadin ol yows hand or on your hatiom,
In winter, the cold made the beating
unbearable and accidents happened.
I thies way, we bt that shackness,
disobedience or haplesseess had

Beatings began in kindergarion
am continoed Gl Class I when dwey
aangped. | wiad canied as m e year obd
by am ol priest whose hands shook,
then in Class 1l by a cigarsmoking
wite-primcipal whose chosen method
wis hitting you with a stack of three
rLdnrsrLuhibrl:dm: were bent over De-
catse they el o iremendmas gonnd,
In Chass ¥ by a tyrant who daily
caned his way threogh & chocsifie of
chilelrem qussied ug i hig door (yon
could lear ihe one who went into the
vie-principal's room before vou did
velp widh padn and so o

This was The wigy of The world a1
the time. These men were nn worss
than their peers in afber schools
Corfearal pumdslaismd wWasn't jiisl we-

Tl ) —

copied then, It was séen as 3 sancton
against bad behavicar and an {ndis-
pensable irstrument of crowd con-
irod. But it drew out the heast in ihem
el sl them loathsnmea.

And they made us sndous. Mm
certain that I'm not the only member
of my cohort whe wakes up early in
the morning werrying about things
ot doree and nimebss sanctions in
stove. This doesn't make: me mom
omnsckEntions or  productive, just
a5 jt din't teach me to do B Bome-
work on time then, bat B does make
me approasch the world cartiously
Schood periods, for examgle, made me
pumchial, T ged bo the airpoet bowrs in
advance; basic dme-esping, for peo-
ple Hie e who weren™t successful (o
schl. b5 an sy way of avelding un-
necessary troable.

Thems wem: things my scheol did
well, Violence was the monopoly of
teachers and the sehool adminktra:
tiom; there was no bullying. § was a
amall schoolbay amd e wasn't a
alngle oocaslon on which | was hae
miges] by my peers or semims. The
arlwsal's Hbrary was a place of won
dir, cramemed with rovels nd magn
zines thal we eyl fo P

The Jesuit priest for whoee funeral

T roturped bo” Schodl afler viars (o
abend was & progreszive pedagogue
who opened khe schood to girls, en
cournged if b oomscientionsly bm-
plomend e eoomomiically  weaker
aprtaors quiata aed, later in his career,
helped pstablish fhe Open Scheol
FvEhen

I woes abso & place of gEeat priv

o ol g i el S

idoge, It occupied the buildings and
provnds of an expansive cobonkal
botel. Ts mew buildings were mod
ernist landmarks in their me. It bad
sevem sports fedds, large and simall,
and courts for every kirkd of ball
game. During the service, [ wondered
how different the school experisnce
now wad with the threat of corporal
punishurneat removed.

1 suspect that the schoals that
urtan - professionals  send  thedr
children to are differeant now, They
arerl & they used to be. privileged
oot camps that trained chilren for
college and the wordd of work, For
STEM subjects, that 105k 1= managped
bv coaching mstiutes that frain
shwdents for all-leddia entrincn tears
For those vl lase the money o side-
step these brabal compeGtive exams,
there axist eye-watpringly expenaive
afrconditioned schools that each
Fareipn curricala, prep their students
for Westiorn anmvegsities, and oy bo
place them ther or i egpmnsive pri-
valbe unlversities.

The diffierenos between my school
then and these schools now is that
my school catered o metropolitan
michBe with Irsdimn hors-
mﬂﬁﬁ ot effepaeabiy incure,
Comfertupirary elite schools are cone-
srges Enr my cohort's feher chilibeen
whr can affoed to ay their children
places in i tuxe and increpsingly pri-
vatsed world As my brother ani
1 =at in that hall watching the final
rites performed for Fadber Thomas V.
Kunmunkal, 5.1, it felt like the snd of
conpething lrer, =5 2
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INPERSPECTIVE
André Béteille's
enduringlegacy
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UGC: Hawkishly ‘woke’
Just politically motivated?

"
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ast month, the University
Grants Commission
(UGC) (Promotion of
Equity in Higher
Education Institutions)
Regulations, 2026, triggered
protests by a section of general
category students. On January 29,
the Supreme Court stayed the
implementation of the regulations.

These regulations are
necessitated by an undeniable
reality. Caste-, gender-, and
religion-based discrimination in
higher education is persistent and
has been increasing in recent
times. Grievance redressal
mechanisms have been
notoriously slow, often
discretionary, and at times only
symbolic, leaving students from
marginalised communities to
suffer the consequences in silence.
Even the most ardent opponents
of these new regulations cannot,
therefore, deny the necessity of
such an intervention. Why then
are there protests?

A troubling combination
The opposition to the regulations
stems from an apprehension that
some members of historically
disadvantaged and marginalised
sections may exploit the structural
flaws in the regulations — such as
the vagueness of the definition of
discrimination, the composition of
the equity committee, and the
procedure to be followed to get
grievances redressed — to
victimise upper castes. This
reflects distrust and fear that
measures aimed at providing
justice to one section could
become unjust for others.
Introduced to tackle
caste-based discrimination with
unprecedented urgency, the
regulations insist on swift
redressal. They say complaints
must be acknowledged
immediately, committees
convened fast, and inquiries
concluded within rigid timelines.
This design rests on the
assumption that speed and
fairness reinforce one another. Yet
justice systems across the world

suggest otherwise.
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Rethinking UGC's new equity regulations
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Justice that
moves quickly
but unclearly
destrovs trust

Quick timelines and central
monitoring without clear
procedural standards create fear.
Institutions worry about
regulatory penalties they cannot
contest. Faculty and students
worry about reputational damage
from complaints processed rapidly
and unfairly. The combination of
speed and procedural vagueness is
bound to lead to protests.

Thin process

The new regulations assume that
the time taken in exercising due
diligence and completing
procedural formalities in
grievance redressal is tantamount
to institutional inertia. They seek
to ensure rapid enforcement by
threatening higher education
institutions with dire
consequences. The message is
clear. Neutrality is no longer an
option. Whether that shift
commands legitimacy, however,
will depend not on intent alone,
but on the architecture of
enforcement.

The experience of American
universities during the 2010s is
instructive. Faced with pressure to
act swiftly on campus misconduct,
institutions prioritised speed, only
to encounter sustained judicial
pushback over vague evidentiary
standards, unclear rights of
response, and reputational harm
inflicted before findings were
established. The backlash arose
because the process was thin.

Clearly, justice that moves
quickly but unclearly destroys
trust. That risk is magnified by
how the UGC regulations
distribute authority. They do not
specify offences or penalties.
Investigation is delegated to
internal equity committees, and
punishment is imposed through
existing institutional service or
disciplinary rules. The UGC itself
does not adjudicate individual
guilt; it penalises institutions for
non-compliance. This creates a
powerful incentive structure.
Faced with the threat of
de-recognition or funding
withdrawal, universities are
encouraged to prioritise visible

action over careful adjudication.
In this system, ambiguity creates
fear, which rarely fosters justice.
In a complaint-driven
enforcement model, the
consequences could be even more
harmful. The ability to document
harm, express it in institutional
language, and navigate
committees is unevenly
distributed: while rural students
and linguistic minorities often
struggle to translate daily
discrimination into
administratively legible
complaints, those with greater
cultural and institutional exposure
are better positioned to mobilise
the system. As a result, a regime
designed to amplify marginal
voices ends up privileging the
institutionally fluent among them.

Compliance theatre

These pressures inevitably spill
into classrooms and supervisory
relationships. Universities operate
through constant grading,
feedback, and assessment, all of
which are inherently subjective.
When academic judgment is
subjected to regulatory scrutiny
without procedural clarity, risk
aversion becomes the most logical
course. Faculty respond by
diluting feedback, avoiding
difficult conversations, and
sanitising evaluation.

Over time, institutions learn
ways to bypass the complexities.
Committees multiply,
documentation thickens, and
compliance becomes
performative. Governance
scholars describe this as
compliance theatre, a
phenomenon where organisations
learn to demonstrate reform
without addressing underlying
hierarchies. India’s higher
education system is uneven across
regions and institutions and is
vilnerable to this drift.

Justice in universities must not
be a race to the first response. It
should be a long, difficult
conversation. One that demands
urgency, yes, but also precision,
patience, and the humility to
revise.
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Gen 2’s study flight, home landing

Two-thirds want to go abroad; one in eight will work overseas

Recantly, Comemence Mimigtar Plyush Soyal said
thar India did rat flk about 1B visa concerms
with the U5 a2 % finallssd rhe BEsteral trade
Irameswork. He cited the miagn reason o the lack
ol interest among the IT firms o send techies
abrogd. Loaking at the same prodlem from tha
potential emmloyees’ perspective, a recent
sureey fireds that moss of Gen 2's desie to go
alraad to shudy, although a lower percentags
wishes to work there, Maybe Goyal ls on the right
track. Like Inchan firms, indian job seekers have
lost interesy in overseas jobs.

& Tecent Snapohat surney among Gen 2
which was ¢oaducted m parinership with a
madia firm, Ninds et the voung ol Vews
epducalicn a5 "am Investment dhit unlocks
npEions rather than as a Axed pathweay.” Career,
Far thesm, it * maarked by Baxibility and contire:
aus upgrading © Mone tham thres-faurths of the
fespondents Bope 0 pursiee higher sducation,
aral mare tham mwo-Chlrds of the oozl wast Lo
study abroad, Hence, better educagion, especial-
Iy &brgad, 15 truclel Hence, IF che dosrt asd
windows o the American universities are shat,
ar partially chased due o (he ing wisa for-
troversies, fay will need to seek new opthans,
mayhe o Eurcpe fistralia, or Aslan colleges.

Bur there 5 & dramacic change when it comes
to cameery. Despite the crawing far overseas oili-
cation, Gom T g0 N0 want o wark ouersegd.
A mere 13 per cent of the respondents wasted
jobs wway [ram india, Meary half of them

wanied to work inBndia, 278 percent in the privae
Seriod, and 21 percent in govesniment ar public
seclor. A quacter of them wizhed o become
Endian entrepreniurs, possdly becawse of the
opponunines related to ideas and Inpovition,
wiealth creation, and finangial and cther official
benefits Despite (he myth that tey Txed jobs,

'-'-||'||!|' W per CEREWAND "crealive or Ineelande”
TArPRTS,

ok, Gan 2 desines work Dexibdlity, Eveni in cor-
porang jobg, they do nol wank fxsd D.bo.5
hiours More than a third of the respandenty were
For htard nsociels [a mibx o work: -affice,
‘wark-lram-homel, 2nd another 17 per cent
wased anly wark-from-hama aptians, Since 13
percestwanted o be esireprenaurs, and sine
percent preferned Aeld Jaibs, just ower a quarier
af the rezpondents waniad 0 b present in
alfices for 3-12 hours, Given this mix,
it Is logical thar salary, which &s

Iy a consequence af being In
alfless, iz 3 mecivator for jus: over
& Ehird of the respondents. Octher
lacinrs siach as werk: lils halaren (24
Por oent), security (17 per centl and passion (15
PET oEE are craclal.

Thet seeminghy-tech slsessed younger peaple
use the new ool i myrsd ways. Amniicial
Entelligence Al for sxample, acis more like &
"practical astiaant” in areas such as sudy, wark,
ardl problem-sobing, Tech doses not lead ihese
YOUnE people. Instesd, they Bre & stop ahead of
tech, and decide Bow and when 1o use the &l
Lools, "1 oo nod use ChabGPT howite my content.
Bart | e 31 ecte nesiwely oo di oy research, and
give me some insighes, which | can meanporage,”
Sy a young Id-year-obd bedding jourmaelii.
wriber, The same is tnae in ilser professions,
witvere ey understand the Bmics of sl

Simitarly, the use of tech in dally nor-profis.
stomal lives is fanoilonal. Dwo-thirds of the
respondents agreed that AR tools help them to
*understand products himer than regulsc images
0F widews® More tham 60 per conn beliave that
AA-pased dentas Sar products are more “hele-
able ard Erusbwortha,” Ths, augmented realicy

The ﬁim:r

| SINCE 1845 |

= alimeasE B s sruTe kar TEF|||T:|I'. ratnerthan tra-
ditismal 3-0 modals, In social medla,which is the
place o peneraly express thenmebes, Gon 2 ases
AR to create canfent that is unigue, and nearly
&0 per cent prefer such content compared bo
shaglc phosographs, even vedeos. AR, mast feni,
helps them to express their onlineg perseoalitkes
hemear,

Personalities and |dentities reflect in acher
areas. Brands became important o Gen Z only
if they fead persanal, and have mearsngs that are
relgvang o e individuals, Soney,
polighed, and finessed advertlsing
dues fut work. This may imply criti-
<ol nuessages ko tha achver vy, Single
and urifarm megsaging miy rod
warkwith this colart. Even reglonal,
and community may prose e be relevant
What i requined, peshaps, are messages that
appeal 1 individuals, amd chelr Fiends, families,
and social media acquaintances. Hence, Gan 2
whark and respond in clased Eraups that are
smafler and mare personaloriented. Thus
social meclia groups may De a betber aduprris-
ing option,

&5 3 report in the media thak parisensd wikh
Snapchal stabes, “The 2035 dasa highleht a ciear
dtlshon ramewark, Desi brands evoke pride.
Products miust ‘wibe" with personal walues,
Fschases are made only chey offer clear value
For maoney, Safe spaces are defined by inner
clrcles rater than prubsic platiormes, Mutastwel-
ness 18 seen as essential, not cptiomal, Wealth
Lreation 1= a long-term focus, while iechralogy
Is msed for effidency, nat fust for wis (b I
esience, mosivalises assaciaiod with decizions
are related te persenallty, closed-group, specE-
it waloes, and the so-called inner circkes,

Ll cally, this mindset seers inta the emation-
&l arena, Cen 7 can discuss sensiches I5sies like
menizl hesth butwighin rrusted drcles. mtimate
andinle nde SUpROIT SyEionm | orudal, Whide g e
can talk abowt views, ideas, and opiriors an
sacial media platforms, personal canversacions
il dally llfe updates are resemved foe closn
Erberials, and [anly, Bt there i ooenness within
thess closed systems. Moo than 7o per cent
ateouss menlal Bealch apanly. Mearly A0 per cent
share life updates, ved, bizanmly, nearly e per
CENE glva O gel cpindons an soclkal media, and
&4 per cent alk about personal Tes gliene.

Like with brands, shopping fellaws the same
parzdlgn. As [he media repen staced, "93 per
BNl researcl both oMEne and anllyse 10 fod §lwe
bl clesds. 57 por cend buy brands that have pes
anal meaning, a4 ﬁ” el follow Influerners
wisa shame real, authentic feslings, 79 per cent
are apen i buy niche or less-known prodicis
BE per Co0 take pride i baying Frdian. arigin
hram.‘l-:.'.“lr.u:'r RN Erost il e wihe look
and bk i ensIn @ way, Gen £ notaboug
LIS TS Rl O har geme ran oi ve rsu s alhers.
W 15 more about ‘us’ within 0 smal, Intiae,
trusted. and close group that shares and ralks.
A s of thens maintain, “Deal funting & a
Bfestyle | past di ned buy names, | by e aning,

it Teels LTS T it ins. ':'..lh' = Lt
: is i INE ey cur
¢ 1L T
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ERISHMA KUMER
FEFIHEH DEI'EI!'TE:H WCERT

JAYA Mhulsy, who
died n 2012 at the
ape of B8 |had
greater faith m the
potential of educs-
bonal technalogy than 1 had,
but she zlse hod far moee
knowledge ard technical expe-
rencs, 56 [ nionar gquestionsed
her faith, Sk was 5 calebmated
producer and director of ddiics-
tonad Almes for children. She
was ales 3 venecaled sdeninis-
tratar with harsds-on experienis
of using different jechnologios.

Whien [ requesisd her to chair
1he matiomal focus group on e
cational tectmology in 2004, she
prodiuced & document of long-last-
irg valine for the Mational Couni
af Edsctions] Ressards and
Tramning(MNCERTL ke dseribed
India’s schoals as grovevards of
techmalagical equipment.

Her phssrvation continues o
find evidence In schools and
sallegns where unueshle com-
puters and tablets lie dumped
with old radio and tedevigion
sels waiting Lo receive official
permission for disposal.

Mulay had seen several wavns
of enthusiasm for induclicn of
communication technokgy in
the school curriculum. From
raclio i gatellte lelevision, lape
reconders and  VWCHKs, they
pmjoyed seasonal ROPULETILE,
puzzling scarce respurces nfd
piving umcertain resulis. 1T
grod things happened 0 A lew
achooks, the official  poboy
ahways ingisled on upscaling,
mestly leading o gusck ool
lapse and movement Ernards
thr newt Tlatest” v The
CTEI s 3w Wiy o) e
g up rElher (han conselibel-
g the gains, with leacher con-
Bdemcs and sulonomsy

TRIBUNE, (P-6), 11 FEBRUARY 2026

The wasted tablets of Haryana

A IDng-term vision f{:lr better use of educational technology should start with the basic needs

Hod Mulay been armund
today, The Trbune report (Feb-
ruary 4 aboui thousands of
unusahle iablets in Kaithal and

Karmal woubldn't hawe sur.
prised hoe These tablets, with
pro-downicaded Inssons, were
diatrilbaited jigt fiF yoare ago
acroas Harvana, Por variouns
reasons, they are now unisable
and bevond repadr The repart
gy thal teechers are roverting
o ohalk and blackbosrd,

Even in the ald days, when a
grhiood radio or TV deseloped &
prabderm, the principal hed to
wail Tor months to gel i
repaired. Conlingency money
Tor minar work was alweys lime-
ibexd, arsl principals were pevar
truslad Lo get anything domne
themselves. Sa, & leaky lag, a
bloched toiked, & broken wan-
dorapana musl wall

I is mol a pledssanl aler
theught that ihe himuangoas
effort io equip schools with
gadgels was all wasteful Ti 1=
sisll going on — In just as ervat-
e n manner in owhich 0 bl
started — and B bBaloneed
yppronerh ahiews e al@e of
cimerging. Loy all piler JRHan-
Litte piarvakling an our s ly,
thee pcdaritly between bechaio:
romuinbics ansl leschod-scepticea

It isnot a pleasant
afterthought that
the humungous effort
to equip schools
with gadgers was
all wastehl.

Eas proved unbridgeabls.

A mindest effoerl o create &
bridge was made At 8 confec-
ence orpamised by Panjab D
versity a year age. In the cur
rent state of blocked dinlogue,
pobioies awing Croorm edde To side,
The Himachal gonvermmant i
realized that smardphones in
children’s hands dislurh the
sehood day, 80 an seder has been
meed i ibop Chea Prim idnge-
mg thar phwanes Wwschool, How
Bl corgliey w1l s |I-|||!|]-|'|l'||:'|i1|.'|||
iy Ll ¥ E gucss.

Tearhers receive vrder: all

e lomes and they are expected |

i comply quickiy In [tar
Pradesh, an arder was recently
circulated through WhaisApp
asking headmasters to initiate
newsnaper resding on b daily
baps. Where the hesdmasier
will find funds for this olher
saze Inudables initiative is oot
yet clear Alsa, the ovder con-
wveys that both Hindi and Eng-
lish newspapers shoudd be sub-
serifed oo Given the state of
English teaching in UR teach-
s are ghily conlfused

In privale schools affifialed 4o
the CBEE, uwpdsading of schinol
feenda (2 & regular actaity, ard
pEincipals conlnuiosly seeaive
orders from the Board A& &
teacher put i, feaching hos
becarse itpossible. Mandgatory
use of digilal techralogy now
pervadis all ampects of wach
ey dnily lifie. The news thal
Syeedien, Denmark and Franee
have recpgnsed Che folly of giv-
tng digital technodogy 20 g 3
3||.||'q_-i.|.'|a||;h|.'n.ll.|.i..|'l\.' amid Ay Tty
reyerting b older wans sl Dk
a while 1o filler dmn Lo dur
ibevipiim-mualeis

ey lizd sevn ""-llﬂ-'ﬂ'l.lTﬂhr
ws pol |_l.|IIE.I| II'|I]:I.~:||.L ] | .
corrbingival o bediove Lhay gual-
ubsility af pood wquapeenl ol

grve children enjoyable appor-
tunities Lo be creative. Mo ooz
pam argue That our schosls affer
phnty of such opportanities. |
could newer flgure oot the
source of Mulay's undying
g that pducational teshrsde-
gy wonild ome day Gnd 8 prop-
e yige. She created one al the
bigpest collections of avdio-
visual maierial for classtoom
use. [ cant think of a singls
schoal which uzes i

Mubsy was fmilisr with the
systemic conditicns which dis-
oourage long-term vision and
elforl for pedagogic change.
Fushad action for immmediste
aplzomes sucks all the energy
af schooklevel staff. Their rols i
i ol and shiw subgervience

A lomg-lerm vigion [or bellsr
use af educatianal technoalogy
should siart wath the basc
needs ard Jowetech  devices
required ta bring life into clazs-
roorm teaching, A dozen pairsof
bincoulars, for example, would
enalle children o watch and
atudy birds around the cam-
pus. A cass of 40 chikdren
needs that many pairs of scis-
5075 to make cross-sections of
sinms and leaves to b gradeed
under & magnifying ghass. O00-
vial policy does not recoenize
binoeulars and  magnifving
glageed ap part af educational
lechnology. The cogl of surch
simple soquipment would be o
[raction of what a takled cozie

ﬁ&hﬂml may be the reazon
why there are no lobbyists for
the availability of this kind ol
machinery. Tech  companic
and  supplbers are aclive
tvalved inoa desisian fo di
tnbute tens of theusands o
Bre-lasded tablais, Buresersi:
and paliticians play an ackiv
rode in pikch a decigion Tha
otly peraon nob invalved is The
teachsr and Lhe headnstar
Thiey were nim mvalvsd whyap
raddio sebs were dlsteabated in
e Lhe: 1960, TV el in the 19704

CHa im i 1080, That equip-
ment l..=]|I M b found i th,
bt g caards in diiTeran)
pards of tha COUNbRY, Tabjed
Wil poin thee soan, ~ Ly

i
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Savingstudents takes
more than helplines

r he statistic should shame any ﬁ(:{'iq":lhl intn l||'H‘E1.Tl
action: H55 students onded their lives in Karnataka in

2023, Against this grim backdrop, the government's
mve to m]hm d:-dicumﬁnmujmmui:irh* prevention policy
swelcome. It signabsalong-overdue acknowledgement that

student suicides are not solated tragedies but a SYStCIIC
fuiture that demandsa coordinated, State-led response. The

policy’s primarystrengthliesin im;rmprehﬂﬁshenpprt_:ad'..

COVETING students across both government-run and private

tnstitutions. The mentor-parent-teacher initiative, where g

smgj-eteadmrisaqsigmrrzspmmthjﬁtymrupm 25students,

is particularly significant, If implemented with siNCerity, it

can humanise rigid institution i

systems in which students feel seen hﬁrd,ardmppm-ted_

Regular counselling, multi-departmental conrdi hation,

ion Strategy, which aims tnreduce suicide mortality
blz.r 10% by 2030 through multi-sectoral action and integra-
ton of mental health into 5] —_
; heare. Yetthisisalso ig- =
Organisation (WHO) has set a far policy pitch
steeper benchmark: a one-third Sl must be
duction in suicide rates by 2030, A
COnservative national target rigks backed with
leading states to sertle for slower Tesources ang
progressrather than radical reform,

i - a
Governments Justify this caution by rEthI"'_‘ -l
pointing to hard constraints. The JLAA LG

country faces a severe resource dpproaches
erunch, with fewer than one

atrist perone lakh people, farbelow
global recommendarions,
Suicide prevention eannot succeed through helplines
and circulars alone. It requires a holistic solution that poes
reactive care, It requires solutions that dismantle
the pressure-cooker academic culture, agaressively erase
the stigma of failure, and check casy access w hazardous
‘materials like pesticides, commonly used in rural suicides,
Every parent, teacher, warden, and administrator must be
trained as a first line of mental health response, capable
of recognising silent distress before i Turns into a crisis.
At the same time, institutions must be mandated o have
qualified, full-time counsellors, rather than expecting
undertrained, overburdened teachers 1o double L as
therapists. Supreme Court puidelinesalreadystipulate that
any institution with over 100 students must hawe agualified,
full-time counsellor on-site. This policyisastepin the dght
direction. But saving lives demands more than incremen-
talism. It requires ambition, resources, and the COUrage (o
rethink how we educate, evaluate, and care for OUF YOUIE,
It is time to replace the mindset of managing decline with
the courage to protect lifeat any cost. AR
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Skilling Her Future

An award-winning Indo-German collaboration shows that blending life skills, vocational iraining
and conzergence helps girls move from vulnerability to agency, employability and participation
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Pariksha Pe Charcha

Through Pariksha Pe Charcha, Prime Minister Narendra Modi has led & national effort to transform how examinations are perceivad.
Atits core, this initiative affirms that education must nurture curiosity, resilisnce, and character, rather than merely reward high scores

SUKANTA
MAJUMDA R

Achieving high marks remainz the primary
ambiiean for meast dudents. In dassrooms and
Rougehalds scross the country, examdns.
Cleais are aften seen 35 dagisve moments thag
determine a child"s fuhae, in keeping with the
vizion of the Prime Minlsier Narendra Med,
who — through Fariksha P= Charcha = has
champiansd 2 student-fiendly and siress-free
educafion system, it is imposiant to remind
ourslyes that examinations are nor mesant
to be sources of fear, bul spportunities for
learming, reflection, and sel-discovery, The
Frime Ministers condlsbemt meszage has
been clear: marks should never defime a
child’s worth.

The challenge of

current perceptions

Unfertunately, society ofien interpreds lowes
grades a8 signg af fadure or persenal inade-
quacy. This habin of judging a stident’s value
galely shraugh academic performance has dis-
torted our urkderstanding of whiat grades truly
reprosent. Tod ofen, 2 single scofe is mistak-
en for the total measure of a student's
diwerse abilities and potential. The emobon-
al hall of this mindset ks visible in disappoint.
mient, embarrassment, [ear, and helplessness,
Parsistent academic struggle can even lead
bo what paychologists descrine as “learned
heiplessness™, where stbdents Degin
believe that elfom i longer matbers. AL s
stage, curiosity — the very heart of l2arming
— showily fades,

The evolution of

Parlksha Pe Charcha

The spifit of Fariksha Pe Charcha seeks o
comect this misunderstanding by placing
the student’s menial well-being 2t the centre
of the examination process. |ELrges Students,
parents, and beachiers b sed axaminstions wot
as |adgmants on perscnal worth, but as
miblestores im a longer jowrney of grawih.
sknce its First edition an Pebouary 16, 2008,
pariksha Pe Charcha has grown steadiiy In
scope and participation. What began as a
tewn hall-style interaction at Talkalora
fyadium in Wew Dethi has evolved Into a
paticnwide platierm reaching millions of sta.
dents through in-person, virtual, and bybd
formats, Farticipation has expanded from a
Few tenz of thausands in the ragg;;dl_trll?nf tlc-
oWer 1.5 crang reglsivakions in . The Iml-
Hathee has fghthally earned & Guinness Warld
pecard Tar it widespread engagement,

"“"“."m",l.,"."..|||||||l||||!|I-II-IIIII|||I|l|l|u|l|l||||||l||i|u|1|l|u|mlllllllllllllllllIllilhIllllIllllllllllllJlJllllllllJlllllI"ll-llililhl|||||||l|l|uu|.|r""."“I""“I_ i

TEACHERS
PLAY A
DECISIVE ROLE
IN SHAFING
HOW STUDENTS
INTERFRET
SUCCESS AND
FAILLIRE, WHEN
EDUCATORS
COMPARE
STUDENTS
WITH OTHERS
OR MAKE
NEGATIVE
EEMARKS, THEY
MAY
UNINTENTIONA
LLY DAMAGE
SELF-
COMFIDENCE

i L T
| Thes i is thie Bivkines

| of State b Edacatian

| Demlapmantal T

i Hardi Enrhemi Brgion

@ dowbeniatip
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reflecting a natlenal comimitment to making
educaion more humane and supportive

Understanding the meaning
of grades

Grades are intended ta measure & l=armar's
cusrent level of understanding, skill, and
Drogress in B partioular subject 44 a specific
mament in tme. They reftect perfarmance,
nel permanent ability. Whils they may indi-
fr: 11 class:mnm sttention, reading hakhits, and
preqaratian, they are never sbsolute mea-
iuires. A wide range of factors = such as
ariecy, health, persomal cir-

process sScrengehens learning and long-=term
retention. Lower grades remind students
rafiect on their hakits, time manageman,
learnirg srracegles, and priorites, & student
may realise that distractions, ineffectve
resislan, of last-minume cramming are limit
ing progreds. Through reflection &nd eaper-
imentation, leamers can devalop study e
niques saited o their own abilites
arid neads.

The influence of educakors

and families

Teachees play & decisiee role in shaping b
sludents interpres success and Fallure When
BClECa0rs compane students with ochersor
fake negakive Tomarks, they may unintenr
tionally damage selfconfidence. In con-
s, when they explain mistakes clearky and
cffer guldance, they help stadenis improm
by entauraging collaboratien and valuing
every learmer beyand mumarical sooms,
(eachers can tmansform Claseroems indo
spaces of pronwth rather tham fear.

In many familles, academic perlormasce
i¢ closely tied ta expectations and socly
stabus. When children undesperiomn, parens
may react with anger or compansons, cre-
ating fear and pressure. Suppostive respons-
&5, haveever, build resilience. By asking on-
structive questions and encouraging
problem-sakving, parents help children
rebuild conlBdence and mnsvatan

Building resilience for life

Peers also influence how studenss. cope
with Tailure. By being underscanding and
acffering hielp. students ean suppart thoss
whao are srruggling, HE"I[H"E ane Enathier

bailds frendships and prepares

cumstances, bearning styles,
teaching metheds, and assess-
ment fermats — shape thoss
[all3aal) ¢l i

Therefare, when a student
performs paorly, thers s always room for
Improsement. The right pers pective & cruciad,
Grades are temporary indicators that high-
lEzht &reag for growth, When treated a5 final
fudpgmenis of ability, they damage sell-
#iterm and weaken motlvation. When
undesstosd properly & leedback, they
become powerful toals for leaming and
d-'l‘:'ll"l"'h}:[lh'lznl‘_ln thils sense, pooT grades ane
mot the end of the rpad, byl Signposts
gulding stodents towards hetter strabepjas
and desper understanding

Learning from fallure: The role of
teachers and parents

Poar performance provides valuabiée foed-
batk aboutl wWhal swent wrong and why,
Fallure atlows reflection in o way that sasy
success often does not, By analysing mis-
takes, students can identify patterns in thelr
errors and gaps 6 understanding. This

srudents Far real-life challenges

e
"T !g' T Hindset ultimately dersrmines
L-'I]t lone whether pior grades becomsd
] chifacles or opportunicies.

A prawth mindser wiews chak
longes as chances i improve, We must adop!
a mindzet In which bad grades gre geen &
|nri.-urrr-aln.-= r?tuf:e-r than discouraging, They
peoint b areas for devels
e PNk, nol the i

In the end, what mattoers is nor the arade
:f,?,f" but how It s understaad ,md:ised-
£ S8En 35 proof of failure, bad grades
gan:iag.t sellworth, When viewed az fesd
HII: .E]E]- huurl:.el-:ms for iImprovemens,
T Bkl larger vision, Parikiha Pe Charcha
Stands 85 3 transierma e mational plagform
that humanises axaminaciang and regtared
cenlidence in young minds, The pryms

Minister Rarondra Modi ks j

TORS ]
reminded the nation thas eﬁuutmnlif:ﬁm
raoe for marks, bue 3 b

ey of characrer,
curiasity, and SOuTAage, Wh
urrd-:-rsmunmmmpin:,l i ac: el

hey do met weaken
ouir childran — thiey Wk
repare fhe
wWih strengih and wisdpm, I'I'Ii.[;rac['ll.l'l:

s
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PlantGrass

Sachin K
e TR =]

Sports is misch about rolemedelds. Mot
prily about tabented athbetes wanting
b bee 1ike thedr heroes, but alse about
learning and enhancing s knowledge
T from other countrles. Japan s
ane seh from which India can kearna
lot intermsof developingan impact-
Ful sportzecosystem. _
B, whivt makes Japan — only behind
the U and China initsmedal haulat
thex24 Paris Ohmpics — 2 sparting
powerhousa? Ithasa rodnast cormima-
ity sports develoqumienl ECOSVEbam.
Prometon of sports activities and
ereational m%mﬂﬁm
bocal, mund or
Eﬁ?ﬁt‘m& Each musdeipal council
has its own budget derived from bocal
levies and budgetary allocation by
MEXT (ministry of education, culi-
is Punded by

vmder IEXT, runs programmes Lika
‘comprehensive camimnity sporis
ciube’ and ‘swhsidies for local gaver o
rrent sparts activites’, These arewar-
th emukating for promoting sparis sl
commmznity bevel Mundeipal authari
ties, inassociation with sports associ:
ations, hold mepular sports promotion:
al aclivities

While Indla hasmunicipal bedies, the-
i pole insporis activities is minimeal
Currently, municipal conncils focus
on parks and maintenance, Many hae
begun installing public gyms. They
can atilise funds under Atal Mission
for Rejavenation and Urben Trins-
formatioon CAMBETor Smart Citios
Mission to cosate comumunkiy-level
provide infrastructine o urban com.
prtities as space for play grounds
shrinks, Shnilar programmescan be
{mrplemanted for Tuaral areas g the

atlevel,

Tha men's 24 Pars Paralympics
gold medal-winning poathall teamn —
goalball being a ball sport deskarsed
specifically for athletes with vision Loa-
palrment —waspresant af cneof the
organised by municipal authorities
af the Tokyo subarhan district of Sh-
injukn in assocktion with Goalball
Federation of Japan. LmlsuhmI_am
coillege going youngsters, along with

ECONOMICS TIMES (P-6), 13 FEBRUARY 2026

rootsto G

AN

Japan's gealball from ground up

thalr parents, took active part. Particl-
pation of parakymplans turned the es-
ent inla amajor goalball promatioesal
[IMCETITAITEE.

[ [medim, wee hsrve noshortape of sport:
g kods, %mamu"% the top nations
n | , mamy of HUE
mﬁkmmm.ﬁquﬂm
iz whathsr w fave lnpactfil commi:
nity development programmes whire
sporting starscan givehack e society
Gol's Fit India Mission is gathering
steam. But comemunity indtisthes, with
halpof sports federaticns and atminis
tration, can inject ahuge doseof sport-
T AT ETEEss, A DR FOUnNEeiers

[mder the 7 Scheduleof the Constl
pustiom, sporis development falls undec
thva prrviaw of stalegovernmaents. Ac-
poedingly, states are invested bn mult-

ranging froen talent development,
gports sehpolsand creation of spoets

row Sports

Progeasmmes filke Kar-
nataka's Amrita Krida Datta Yogann,
which provices =20 lakh to 76 athletes,
Haryana's prizermaney schems, and
sirnilar initkatives inofher stakes reed
further recalibration. Slates need to
VLS T Os o mmwlil;ﬁ' ared grass-
toots sports devalopment.

Suppart for elite athbetes isressonab-
Ly Fuarscled by Grod thirough Tiurget Olym-
bz Pewd i Schesmee (TOFS), and sujy
port to national Rderations. Also, NGO
and privatearganEations actively fand
topathiebes. Accordingly stabes can
now shift their focus from anellbe-cen
trbeapproach towsrds promoting s
orts iooormunity incentive models,
building infmuand Gelitating regular
activities,

It India has to become a swocessial
spoeting natlon, states must play &
ey rode b adogting and implement-
ing best practioes, If stafes wark in
tandem with Khelo India schemes,
and popnilate stete training centres by
Blentifyirg talented youngsbers thro-
ughcammunity develogment sche
me=s, resulis are boumnd to show A py-
raumldal modal suppar ting sparisper-
=oms from grissroods toelite lewe] is
theway togo il Misslon 2047 has to
b achleved

The iwriter bs depuety o Irecics
Sporis Authortiyaf fndia
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| NOTEBOOK

I8 the purpose of both scholarsh

Sandeep Phukan

he passing of André Béeille. re.
S-Gl:ln-!n;g‘m and public in-

approach o journalism in .

As a Master's student, Thad applied for
a scholarship ar the Cenpre for Advanced
Study in Sociological Research for the
academic year 1947.99, Besides the head
of the de
the pane! included many other stalwarts,
including Professor Bésilla,

I anticipated questions on thinkers
such as Emile Durkheim, Lous Dumont,
And  sure

fater

and Claude LéviStrauss,
enough, Prof, Béteille asked me about
Durkheim's comparative method and
urged me to point out whar | thought
were the shoricomings of that approach.

1 thowght | was well prepared. | ratled

off points 1 had picked up from commen.
taries on Durkheim,

“And vou think Durkheim did not

partment, Anand Chakravarr, |

from André Béteifle

Asking one's own questions and e

Every claim against evidence
ship and journalism -

the rituals and dietary habits of those
above them. Prof. Réysilje made caste, of-
ten understood in terms of pne's heredi-
tary status, admmm:mnmm. His book
Caste, Class and Power {1965), based on
his fieldwork in Sripuram village of Tamil
Nadu's Thanjavur districr, demonsirated
how land ownership, political authority,
and economic change reshaped caste re-
lations. It is a classic work in understand-
mg social stratification in the modern In-
dian context and continues to be 2 model
of how empirical research can iluminte
theoretical questions.

Prof, Béteille was a quintessential old-
school professor: he wore 3 tweed jacket
with a meatching tie during Delhi winters,
bush shirts in SUMmer, and occasionally,
a dhoti-kurta in the Bengall style. Walking
would remove his

| leather-strapped wristwatch and place it

know this? You must always think for |

yoursell and not just rely on what others
have said about an lssue” he responded.

cue and I managed to secure the scholar-
ship, That brief exchange stayed with me.

Both scholarship and journalism re-
quire independent judgment, not bor-
rowed opinions. Prof. Béteille's own aca-
demic journey reveals this approach.

Bom in 1534 to a Bengali mother and a
French father, his growing years reflected
the confluence of cultures that defines In-
dia’s pluralism. Starting out as & student
of Physics, he moved o Anthropology.,
After completing an M_Sc. in the subject
rom the University of Calcutta, he
moved to Delhi,

Béteille did his doctoral research un-
der the legendary M.N, Srinfvas, who had
set up the Department of Sociology at the
Deelhi School of Economics. Prot, Srinivas
had given the concept of Sanskrirization
L Indian seciobogy — the process through
which castes placed bow in the traditional
hierarchy seek to move up by adopting

‘« W

on the table, Then, he would recap what
had been taught earlier before COmtin-
ing from where he had left off, More than
any other scholar of his generation, he
helped establish sciology as a rigorous,
empirically grounded discipline — ope

| that was capable of engaging with India’s
Prof. Virginius Xaxa came to my res- |

social complexity without being captive
o ideobogy, His wark constantly reming-
ed readers that sociery could not be re.
duced o slogans or thearies alone; it had
to be observed, measured, and under
stood in its contradictions,

His approach was not very differens
from what a reporer cught to do - go w
the field, lizten carefully, check facts, and
resist the templation o fip reality into
preconceived frameworks.

Prof. Béteille took academic writing
beyond esoteric circles without EVEL
compromising on meticulous research.
And his approach teaches journalists to
follow academic rigour in our WTitings

Reporting is not merely repeating; it is
dsking one's own questions and testing
every claim against evidence. | have 1o
thank my professor for instilling a funda
mental principle of journalism in me.

.lh'l|r|'\e'Flj'.J.|||J.u.'lE|'|k:|I|.'Id-llh13| il
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DECCAN HERALD (P-6), 14 FEBRUARY 2026
I'ake certificates:
Probe must go deep

e mass resggnation of al least 200 guest faculty

I members from government degree eolleges across

Karnataka is not an act of accountability, it is an
attemmpd 1o ship quactl out of a widerang seandal The res
ignatsons folliwe a crackdown by the Higher Fducation
Diepartment to verily the authenticity of PhI? and MPhil
certificates submitted. What has emerged is a damning
mdictment of institutional failure, It is alleged that several
candidates submitted counterfeit PhDD and MPhil cer-
tificates to bypass mandatory qualifications such as the
National Eligibility Test or the Karnataka State Kligibility
Test. This raises a fundamental question: low were these
documentsaceepted without due verification? It isimplau-
sible that such lapses occurred without the com plicity of
those handling appointments.

These candidates have not only indulged in fraud but
have alsosnatched opportunities from those more desery-
ing. They must not be permitted to o scot-free merely
because they have stepped down, A thorough inguiry by
theﬂrimhual Investigation Department (CID} is essential

must also be confronted head-on: did money exch

hands? While Commissioner for Collegiate and Tcgnﬁﬁ
cal Education Manjushree N has
said thatacomprehensive Standard

Procedure will be drawn

up for future appointments, this i

a classic case of locking the Etahl: points to

after the horse has bolted, A similar “un—m

micident in 2017, which saw 40 ARG

o p_mir:se}nillrf being debarred for Jlakabl ']

submetting fake documents, shayld

have been a wake-up call. Trans- o possible

J!::J“EMT must be central to reform, I:Iml‘:ill.
niversities should be mandaged complicity.

to publish, on their official wiebsites, mm

verified lists of PhD and MPhil de-

gree holders. All university recards accountability

reduting 1o mark cards and degree

certificates must be digitised. Such miistbe fhxed

a system would not only deter fraud

bust also help students who have bost

documents wo obuain them quickly and at low cost,

At the root of the problem is the routine appointment
ol temporary guest beciurers against existing permanent
vacanies. This culiure of ad hoc onsis management brewds
shorteuts and comgpromises standards. The governmens
rrst Jald ceesse bung peists asand when vacancies anse, istead
uf alleswng Tacklogs o pile up, Guest faculty should be
restrcted v genmie sty experts whio teach oocasion
tlly, not as substitutes for regular teachers. This episode
Pgehligehins e e for o comprehensive structural over
haul of Karnataka's education svstem - one that replaces
experdiency with interity and restores public trust throwgh
accountablity, Lransparency, snd tmely povernance, |\
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D RAJA

THE OUTRAGE triggered AMONE Cerldn
socially dominant sectlons against the
UGC's Promotion of Eqguity in Higher
Education Institutions Reoulations, 2026
has reaffirned B & Ambedkars charicter-
isation of the ciste system as representing
“an ascending order of reverence and i
descending order of contempt™. The
sharp reaction to these regulations ex-
poses the deep uneass among privileged
social groupings when [nstitutional
mechanisms attempt (o address en-
trenched inequalities.

It s worth recalling that the regulations
were framed o provide insginutional re-
riadies (o students belonging to the S0, 57
and OBC caregories, &s well as women and
persons with disahilities, The regulariong
enabled such students to register com-
plaints when they faced discrimination or
ill-treatment on account of their ident-
ities. The 2026 regulations marked a sig-
nificant departurs from earlisr muldalines
by mandating theestablishment of maong-
toring committees and introducing a noo-
compliance clause, These addi-

INDIAN EXPRESS (P-15), 14 FEBRUARY 2026

In UGCregulations stir, a
familiar story of privilege

insgitutions rose by mone than 100 per cent
overthe past five years
The hostility directed at the regulations,
s, reflects not exciusion it resistancs
b constitutional valoes of justice and
edfiiality. The agitation mounted by sec-
tions of the upper castes fits squarely
within Ambedkar's analysis of caste as a
system that protects privilege while nor-
malising cantempt for those placed lower
in the hierarchy.
Indian higtory edfers ample evidence of
hunw caeste-based contempe survives across
time and soclal stams, Tr fiis address titled
"My Plan of Campaign”, Swami Viveka-
nanda recalled being todd that be had no
it to becomie a Sanmyasi because he was
considered & Shudra by bisch, Responding
with charseteristic clarity, Vivekanands
said. "Tam not &t all et i they call me a
Shudra,” adding that it would be “3 litle
reparation for the fyranny of my ancestors
overthe poor”, Similarhy, when K R Narna-
nan waselected President in 1997, sections
of the media asked him how it felt to be the
“first Dalit President,” even

gatory ot unerehiensad _Theshameeattioninthem  Soigh e playsdnonh ks
m“lf;;:{js this enforceability r%lﬂ&ﬂﬂﬂﬁ&ﬁ]]ﬂﬂﬂ?'[lhﬂdﬂﬁp tlnﬁfl ﬂ?f:g:. His reaponse —tl:
That apqears tohave unssiad en- LInEass ﬂﬂmﬂgli'm’ﬂfgﬂd President iz a Presldent”— ex-
trenched interests. social groupings when posed the prejudice embedded in
ﬂa‘ijh: the mmnmgﬁfé institutional | A0t tmﬁmm;multhe Imecldent in
acknowledged data showing that attempt toad 5 vialving formet Ei:ier.lumi:e HE

complaints of caste-based dis-
crimination in higher education

entrenched inequalities

Gavai revenled how caste-based
coniempr comidnues o b ox-

pressed brazendy, irespective of constiou-
riodal position. An advocale hurled ashoe
&t him in cour while shouring, “Songiann
Diarrt ko aprman nahin sahegn Hindus-
tan,” Dietuerbingly, this act was cetebrated
wil hin sections af the Hindutva ecosystem,
The agitarion againat the UGE Equiny
Regulations expeses the hollowness of
Hindutva's claim to be a unifyving lorce
rranscending caste, Ambedkar wamed
that caste is mot merehy s division of latour
but a divigion of labourers — a swsterm of
graded inequality. Hindarea, far from an-
nihilating caste, reproduces this graded
higrarchy b freezing social relations into
rigid, unequal structures. It envisions mot
a casteless Hindu sockety, but one parma-
nently organised around inherited privi-
lesge sl subordination.
While the UGE rast also bear responsi-
hiliry for gnoring several recomumendations
of the Parliamentary Sanding Commites
om Education — pamicularky those empha-
slging wider consubtation and clearer safe-
suards —thecentrl isme remains political
Hindutva stands exposed as an ideclogy
thir breseds inequatity, not onby between re-
lighoas conmmiimities bt also within Hindu
snciety. As Amibediear repearediy angued,
caste is anti-natlonal, and reslstance 1o
iEasues aimed at annihilating caste and
upholding equity ammencs (o resiEance o
rhe comstinstional vision of India,

T Wil i3 paneral SeCrelay,
Cowmmunist By of ks
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Creamy layer quota
SC's nudge to Centre rﬁer‘rl:s relook

SHESupreme Court's recent decision to seek the

Centre's stand on excluding the creamy layer

from Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe

reservation benefits has reopened a debate that
- India has long deferred, By asking the Unuon
povernment to clarify its position, the SC has signalled that
affirmative action cannot remain frozen In doctrine when
social realities evolve. At the heart of the issue lies a tension
between constitutional intent and policy design. Reserva-
tions fanEsandSEmmmimdaﬂaremadyfcrhi&
toncal exclusion rooted in caste-based discrimination, not
merely economic deprivation. This is why the creamy layer
principle, firmly embedded in OBC reservations, has been
kept out of SC/ST quotas. The concern has been that intro-
ducing incorne or status filters risks diluting protections
meant to counter enfrenched social stigma.

Yet the counterargument has gained force. Over
decades, reservation benefits have not been evenly dis-
tributed within SC and ST communities. A relatively
small, better-off segment, often with access o education,
networks and secure employment, tends tocorner oppor-
tunities, while the most marginalised remain stuck at the
bottom. The court’s recent openness to sub-classification
within the SC/ST groups reflects an acknowledgement
that equality of opportunity requires finer targeting,

The onus now is on the Centre to move beyond
reflexive positions. Simply asserting that the Constitu-
lion does not envisage a creamy layer for SCs and STs
avoids the harder question: how to ensure that reserva-
uon benefits reach those who need them most. At the
same ime, any move to introduce exclusion criteria
must be grounded in robust data and social context, not
borrowed wholesale from the OBC framework, Caste
disadvantage does not disappear with income alone and
policy must recognise this distinction. The debate,
therefore, should not be framed as inclusion versys
exclusion, but as refinement versus stagnation, = -» "

g
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Chape] Hill, North Carolina; Last
week, the U5 Department of Energy
annaunced 25 “sclence and techmols-
gy challenges of national importas.
ce toadvance the Genesis Mission, an
initiative Bunched last November by
the U5 to accelerate sclentific Tese-
arch throogh AL Mare fhan this being
about using AT to speed up research,
it about letting machines buikd how
mﬁ#ﬂﬁnﬂ.'ﬁsﬁmm
, Felucing years of discovery into
wisls, When the pace of science
changes, th balance of global power
changes with it
What Washington announced last
week was not another Al policy It was
it declaration thet speed af selentific
has itself become a stwate-
picasie], New Dethi should hesd this,
A5 it hosts ALTmpact Summit N84, it
needs to confront & harder truth:
whin it comes to infrastroetare fhat
determines how discovery actoally
happens — how quiclly ideas ave tos.
ted, validated and scaled — India e
mains anchered to a 20* o, fnstnats
el o],
 Ganesiz Mission's most redical
ideais also itssimplest: seiencaizasy-
stemm thatcan be sooslerated, not by in-
dividual brilliance alome, but by com-
putanon, auiomation and j_nt.agn.
Bon, Al systems will de expeti-
ments, optimise energy grids, digitise
risclear data, accelerate
growth of materials dis-
covery and vedies years
of trial and ertor into
weehs. The explictt goal
i= o make parts of sci- =
antific discovery §
2100w Faster Hisforl- Gl

re. Mow, they will com- 58
pete an who dissovers S8
Jester. In such a worbd,
countries  that meve
slowly will not just lag, |
bt will also become de-

=
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di Get Fast

¥oru hawe to take that jump now

labs and vndversities, Data
standards are  inconsis-
temt. Collaboration de
pends mcre on personsal
metworks than shared in-
frastructure, Ponding oy
cles are slow, complianee-
ey and risk-averse.

In 20253, India’s tota] public RE&D
spEnding hovered around 0654 7% of
GO Chirsa spernds about 2.4%, the U3
arcandd 4% . Mome tellingiy, afraction
of U5 R&D iz concentrated in mis-
sirm-ntberbed, high-perlarmance
cormputing. Indin’s is dispersed thinly
across thowsands of insHtuwtions, ma-
oy al them dightally underpowered.

India speaks of Al in povernance,
startups, othics, skilling, policy But
carely does it freat Al a5 core natio-
nal scheptific infrastrucnire on par
with power grids, high-
s ways, or space adnch

o facillties.

The US Genesis hils-
gipn Goes exactly that, Tt
infegTalEs SLPerCHmpll-
ters, national kabe, data-
sRLE, SEMEOLE,  ENper)
miental facilities and Al
models into a single dis-
covary ecosyabem, This
& |3 notabout appsorchat

heds, It is about putiing
intellipence  Into  the
physical sciences them:
felVes.

pendent,

India’s scientific ap-
parats is not designed
for speed. e ressansh
poomysion o irogmens
ted acrass ministries,
coamcils, aumaomous
institubes, public sector

tndin speaks of Al N
governance, startups,
ethics, skilling, policy,
But rarely as core
niatkonal scientific
infra on par with
poweer grids and
highways

~ When Al gysterms tra-
med on decsdes ol na-
tkonal daka bapin propo-

shing new materials, e
actor designs, or quan

fum algorithims,
soverelgnly changes its
reon. Itmoves fromlabs

II-’

ey models, computing and
date governance. That’s
Wiy Genesis it inside De
partment of Energy, nat at
the university congortium.
Energy, defence, discovery
and AL treated asa sing-
e sirategic comtinunm.

India collaborates extensively with
global researeh metworks This open-
ness is a sirength. Bof collaboraton
without indigemous AT
science capacity risks a
new asyrnmmetry Tndia
supplying talent and da-
ta while others control
the discovery engines,
Cmeal the mest disnap-
tive oloments of Genesis
iz the push toward awto-
nereins laks — systems where pxperi-
mestts are mun, adjustsd and terated
by machines with minimal buman in-
tenml:h:m. This requires robatics,
high-quality sensors, reaktime data
pipelines, reproducibility standards
and mass e computing power

Acrossuniversities and public rese
arch institutions in Indin, data is still
stored in incompatible formats, expe-
rimental peatocols vary widely, and di-
gltisation remains patchy: Many labs
struggle with basic instrumentation
uptime, let alone autonomy, Before de-
batingwhether sutoncimans lakbs thre
aten jobs or crealivity, we must con-
fromt whether India’s sclentific fnes-
Futlons aremachine legible,

There is a further irony in India’s
Al ambitiona. AT aceelemtion oonsu-
MES cnormos SnerEy; Larpe-scale Al
mideks, supsrcoinpiators and nutona:
meis Eabs demand relisbie, high-ca
pacity powet: The U5 anchors its AL
soience strabegy explicitly in energy

Al systams will desiegn
ERpErimants, optimise anergy
grids, digitkse nuclear data,

accelerate growth of materlals
discovery and reduse vears of
trlal and error into weeks

Furious

plarmning hecause it understands this
coupling. Indiadoes not,

India's peak power demand croszed
260GV in 302, with shortages still ro-
utinein several states Nats centres al-
ready consume 8<% of national elec-
tricity, a fpare expected to rise shar.
plf Yt Alstrategies and energy 3
ning are rarely discwssed in the ﬂ?-i
bresth. You can’t baild an Aldiriven
scientifle epshomy o an energy 53
stem designed for vesterday

Ceneais alas forees a rethink of sci-
entific sducation. If Al systems inere
asingly design experiments and ana-
Ivsedata, what does a scientat iralned
only in traditicnal methods look like
in 20457 India produces vast mambers
of scisfce graduates. But corriculs
ofien lag frontier praction by a dacade
or mare, Systems thinking, sormgiats-
Hondirst experimentation and Al-go-
ided modelling remain peripheral in
many institutions.

Without reform, India risks wal-
ning exeellent sclentisls for a world
that mo langer exists. India does not
niesd 1o replicate tha U8 Genesis Mis-
sian, Jts priorities differ Its constra-
ints are real. Bt ignoring the shife it
represents would be sirategic negli-
genen, Attheleast, Enidi needs a natio
nal debate on three hard questions;

0 Eheald India bofld an Al-science

platfarm
connecting

D&, IOITs, na-
tional  lahs,
strategic
agenciesand
indusly ine
te & sharsd
compulatic-
nal and data 0
backbona? 5 :

i How does India ensure sclentifie
sovireigmty in amara where di
amerges rom AT systoms tmmadmm:?n
natonal data?

0 Iz its funding, institutional de-
sign and education system prepared
for machine-accalerated sejenes?

The U3 has decided that the future
of science will be faster; and that spe
od i tedf will he weaponised Tndiacn
Etl:lm-:usgt_nrnxpund__m':ntan continue

ti=ing oo i i '
nm Aﬂglurtm?ﬁlﬂﬁme-

The nrter bea physicisr, Drleernipror

-Er-"ﬂlu L Norvh Carfieg, LI'_'../
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nmwmnfbrﬂmm
were desigmed o ensure y theewgh
gereralist admimistrandrs —an
'h“'ﬂ-ﬂmmﬂhrnmim-hﬁmﬂ]
mmhﬁmm
Wmﬁwmﬂ.mm
EviEONents] « s scieniisss jolned
Riverniment service, they remained grremed by
rules created for o different era. This mesmatch
tizs limited the effective mnegration of scientific
Lnike
advanced countries ﬂd:dad]nnd;dmﬁm
cadres, India lscks a specialisad framewark for
scleniific povernance, making the case for

porthiios withoo comparable framewarks far
role: fraining, carear progressian, of clear
N.Fu.mmt of autiarity and pralfessianal
saleguards.

Schentifie inputs o policymaking are often
commissioned 1 Immediaie needs — mach ag
Jegal cases o regulatcey decisions - maki
rezEarch tie-boumd and DT A SITOTBET
appeoach woulld Suppot confintgous, long-tenm
research that me{ Emerging ch
allowing decdsions to be guided by evidence and
fiaresigh racher than urgency,

Unitil sdemsce becoames § regular panmet in
poreermance father than a resctive sool, iix full
potential to impacre policy and public trust will
remain underssd. , Inmst sciEnclfic fesekreh
is pot specifieally designed fo improve the
effectiveniss of existing policks or ra mee the
[isf e nc:lkqunn’hahmugpnkjr
change.

As India's responsibilites expanded into
techinically imtensive seciors, emvinonmental
provection, chmate change, cceans and coases,
public healh, disaster mansgement, miclear )
salety, hinsechnology, space scence, and artificial
Incéfiggence, schentists becanee indispensable oo

srrament funerionieg.
E:":l'ru. instead of creating a discinct instinationad
framevsark thal ws suited bo acierdific wisgk,
schenlizes were largely absorbed into the exisiing
adminernbse syiee, They comimmie o he
poverned by conduer rules, appraisl
meechanisms, and hieraschivs. ihat wene crigimlly

HINDU (P-6), 16 FEBRUARY 2026

Bridging a divide with an Tndian Scientific Service’

=3 chastal ooyt
researc hant with 15
e of remsrch and
Hiall Eiferlbm an
RO at
Haprass

A dedicated
sciendific cadre
is neoled o
strengihicn
BOVETTHINE &3
Seienre,
technnbogy o
environEenil
challenges
bevome cemimal

designed for general sdmanistracve fusctions.

Orver time, this has Bmited the abilicy of scentises

;ﬂjmnﬁﬁam discipline ared neutraling
enfific work requires questioning assumptions
and presenaing evidence even when h chaBerses
palicy: Without frameswarks that secommodase
this, sclentific inputs remain advisory rather than
Eﬂh'hmdhmdndm-mﬂhq.

Ecieniific depends on contmious
migsiny, ol evidence, and banest
aszessmend of risks and uncertainges, In
ﬂu-mm:.du:u-an.dmmmﬂhllh}-mlhg
adaloglenl rivks, techmilogical Bmitations, ar
hing-term uences in & il mimmer.
Whaen schertists ane unable to farmally record ey
mmnmu:hnmmuhwthm
Insticiitieeal %, heir rle risks becom
symbalic mlzrﬂmsum.sdun:r h‘-"ﬂ
cannd cuestion poeliey is nod sclence, 53
decaration, Effictive governance
mmhmmuﬂm'ﬂmncmmmh
be placed on record, even while final palicy
cheadees remain with elected athorites.

Many countties, which inchudes France,
Cermany, Japan, the Unied Kingdom and fie
United States hine created dsstner seensfic
cadres within government, wirh taflared service
rules, career paths, and
These sysberms
enmaring

require ransparen
decumentation af advice, and provant
suppression or akemtion of pesearch
esmuring chist palicies are guided by cradibde
t'i"llllilnv?al'hu‘.'u rather thim CoaveriEn e,

‘s situation bs distmctve, strong
seienililic instiuckns and highly wﬂﬁﬂc
professionals, goverrment sekeaiis often Bave
limiret humm?n..i authoriy relative io their
Exnperiee. Ther inpuis may nos always carry
farma) weight s decision-making processes,
particularly in techinically comples sectors. This

- can resill in caucious comamunicaton, limied

documengstion of uncectsingy, and an
aver-reliance on scence during crises rather than
A8 A coniemuous npas inle policy daremilation, A

| gotvernance system thar does pot fully wtlise i
ecientific capacity risks bong-berm palicy
weaknesses, [ndia’s aspirations, o be a keader in
cliengte dction, endronmental sewardship,
public kealth, and tschnofogy, requoire
nstitutions the value scientific evidenoe
alangside admintsrstive efficency, What s
needed is not addiclonal cammittess or ad-hoe
advizory bodies, bat seructural reform ghar cleard
dzhﬁﬂnmafn:l:mcsﬂmlugamm
aind provides appeopriate mscnstonal
safepards

The creation of an Endan seientific services, or
| 58, offers 0 constructive way lopward. The [55
| ol fanction as 8 permanent, all-india scentific
| cadre working alongside existing civil services.
Grientiss wonld be recrulted ihsrough rgorous
natiniaklevel selection and pear evalincion snd
placed within ministries and regularary
instStutians &5 integral pardeipants in
decislon-making. Separate schmific sarvice Tides
would profest prodessiopal imtegrity, enahle
transparent recoeding of sclentific assessmens,
| xﬂdinh'mzdlnmﬁmb:mmn:imm
advice and dedisions. The 155 i not
imended £ replace administrative sysmms, but o
ent thers. Adménistranars snsure
cecdination and execurian: seienrisi cantrhuie
evidence, risk assssment, and long-term

A potential Framework

A passible stractiire for an 85 could inchude

Mdilhﬂmdlm_viwdmﬂmium

Enironmental shd Ecological Service, ingtan

Climane aryd Senvice, Indisn Water
| and Hydrologieal Service, indisn Marine gne

ﬂmm%m-lnu._lmjm Public Heaith and

sjned with Indias nabomal sepicatians and
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The new knowledge world: Seven signals
from the artificial intelligence selsmograph
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From ranking to readiness: A new
vision for the higher education

VANI
AGGARWAL

In the competitive world of global higher educa-
tan, the race for the top spatin league tables has
become an absession for universities and govern-
ments alike. From the global Qs and Times
Higher Education (THE) rankings to India’s National
Institutional Ranking Framewark {MIRF), these
MeLrics are often seen as the ultimate verdict on
an Insthution’s quality, However, a growing
chorus of scholars and policymakers is ralsing a
critical question: Do these rankings rell us how
good a university is today, or how prepared it is
for tomorrow? There i€ 2 need bo adopt 3 new
framework that could measure the future pre-
paredness of higher educational Institutions. A
new conceptual framework, titled Performance
& Readiness Aligned Vision for Institutional
Development (PRAVID), argues that we have
been looking at institutional success through a
rear-view mirror, While traditional rankings
migasure "how good institutions are” based on his-
torical data, the PRAVID model seeks (o measure
“where institutions are headed™. This diagnostic
policy tood 15 designed to help governments and
leaders distinguish between current

Fducational Vision (the X-axis).

The Institutional Performance axis measures
reallsed outcomes such as teaching quality,
student retention, and research impact. This
reflects how well an Institution is functioning
under current conditions, Conversely, the Future
Reaciness axls capiures latent capabilities-the insti-
[uticn's strategic imtent and its ahility to adape, This
includes curriculurn agility, digital pedagogical
innovation, and engagement with industry and
global ecosystemns. By analysing these two dimen-
shons together, the framework identifies faur dis.
tinct institutional archetypes, each requiring a dif
ferent policy approach.

The Four Archetypes of Higher Education

The PRAVID framework categorises institutions
into quadrants that offera more nuanced look at
thedr health and trajectony:

1. Future Leaders [High Performancel High
Readinessp These are the "system anchors™.
They demonstrate strong current outcomes
while proactively innovating for the furure. They
balance stabllity with agility, making them prime
candidates for innovation scaling.

2. Established Strengths [High Performancef Low
Readiness): These institutions are often the “dar-
lings™ of traditional rankings but face a significant
“legacy trap”, While they currently produce solid
results, they may be risk-averse or slow to mod-
emize their curricula. For these schools, the PRAVID
framework serves as a waring, prompting them
to invest in renewal.

3. Emerging Transformers {Low

delivery and future direction, moving &
beyond the high-stakes pressure of a %! 4
single league-table ranking. | SINC

Nioneer

The Trap of Historical Success

The literature suggests that existing evaluation
frameworks-Including national rankings, quality
assurance systems like NAAL, and acereditation
standards-primarily reswand begacy strength rather
than adaptive potentizl. These Instruments often
privilege histerical performance, reputational
capital, and quantifiable outputs such s research
counts and graduate employment rates.

The problem with this approach is that rankings
are inherently retrospective, They capture what
an institution has already achieved. often at the
expense of its long-term strategic capacity or
mission dwerslw.maremlr.m:m "top-tier™ und-
wersities may be coasting on thelr histarical rep-
utaton while falling to adapt to the selsmic shifts
of digital transformation, changing labor markets,
and the need for lifelong learning.

The PRAVID Matrix

Tosohae this “conceptual biind spot,” the PRAVID
framework proposes a two-axis diagnostic matix,
Rather than collapsing all data into a single score,
it separaces Instiruronal  Pedfermance and
Ourcomees (the Y-axis) from Fuiure Readiness and

L

Perfarmance | High Readiness) Often
newer or reform-oriented instin-

CETTTE tions, these schools have 2 clear

vision and high digital capacity but
have not yet seen these efforts translate into tra-
diticnal outcome metrics,
4, Foundational Focus Low Performance { Low
Readiness): Thess institutions struggle with both
current delivery and future planning, often due
i0 TESOLICe SCarcity or governance challenges,

Why This Matters for Public Policy

Foryears, policymakers have refied on “one-sjze-
fits-all” evaluation tools ro inform funding and
reform initiatives. However, when performance
and readiness are conflated, the resulting podicy
interventions are often ill-suited ro an instimutian's
aCtual needs. The PRAVID framework affers a
mare diagnostic and non-punitive logic. By
mreating future readiness as a distinct and mea
surable dimension, the PRAVID framework may
finally provide the tens we need (o see e juse
where our universities have been, but wiers they
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Budget’s welcome focus on
improving India’s brain health

nion Budget 2026 recognizes brain

health and human capital as a stategic

asset and an important component of

the mission to Viksit Bharat. The
strengthening of mental health infrastrueture,
human resource expansion, and digial health
and wellness initiathves reflects a welcome move
towards a human capital-driven growth model
Economic Survey 2023-24 had first highlighted
the of mental health in personal and
nadonal progress. The 2023-26 survey also
focused on human capital in addition o lagging
digital addiction asa major public health hazard
aswell asa risk for India's long-term productiv-
ity. Recent scientific literature also highlights
digital addiction a5 a major hazard for India’s

demographic dividend and growth potential.  the average funily with members suffenng from
Brain h:a!ihrelmm the ug:-ptimal functioning ~ mencal conditions often spuuisl;gtyh;ﬁ]s:in{m
 emaotional, and pEycholog- ineome on Teanent. 47gov
?iﬂmgmmu that nansll::]-:ir]:l.;li.;i'lllIﬂ priduals . ernment-run mental hospitals includ-
to learn, work, interact socially, and - ing three central instutons, NIM-
adapt to adversities. The World Health L HANS Bengalury, CIP Ranchi, and
ﬂrmmnp{' jon (WHO) recognises mer- LGE Tejpur. Additionally, the National
1al and brain health as fundamental 1 , Mental Health Programme mandates
averall belng and effective func- iinder K 10-bed in-patient services in district
dnaing ol e o ocictics Brain  oNNGeT R epitalsinall districts There arealso -
hmlmdﬁ'eggyﬂp hﬁﬂliﬁntﬁlemﬂ.ﬁ;ﬂﬂhil- Dhamija mare than 170,000 Ayushmaan Aar-
ifies, creativity, and skill developmen. ——— 48 Mandirs, providing primary me-
mlls.itisakefde:ennimmcﬁnnnw- tal health care. However, India facesa
:n and economic growth. This approach severe shortage of mental health professionals,
Eﬁmamﬁtmwdswﬁng mental wellness  with onty 5,000 %ﬁﬁg (0,75 mmm;.
tiemal for economic growth. Mental  per 104,000 peapley, nEro an
:Eﬁaﬁrudllﬁ' r?ej:::t in increased drop-out from 3,500 registered clinical psvehologists (007 per
schools, colleges and absenteeism from work- 100,004 people). ——

5. Th also add to health care costs and Add{esa.u‘@ﬂdﬂpresslngprq requines
s i expenses d wounder-utlisaon  gystemic reforms, sorengthening of mental
mm{ﬂﬂmm anf brain health dispro-  health facilities across all parts of the country as
ﬂpr}hhﬂ hﬂjuﬂ':;n;;ﬂ[ people, deepening ineq: well a5 mrersectoral synchronisation. This must
P'.:'mwl"l mining societal development. be coupled with improving mental health lter-
Eis i frni'n 2 brain-negative to 2 acy witha focus onreducing stigma associated

mmmmmmmm has heen estimated by with mental health and bokstering societal com-
hﬁum mﬁﬂm himlEEﬂkEftﬂLUM' mitment to improving mental health, This will
the .EEIII. inglobel pCONOEIC Opparnnities ruot only enhance ﬂﬂ_E'WE]H}EIﬂ.EI:IImJ]' popula-
ing 526 :m;bm:r foree performance, Eniting tion but also help in realising our economic
tﬁ'mw’fm harply imyproving the quality of potential The commitment toestablish
mmmducm mental healthcon- 3 new Eﬁﬂ‘-ﬂ‘-ﬂ lmﬂm;mﬂm Z.in Hnr:;h

o India between 2012-2030 s estimated  India and upgrading other central
thucrgg 13111”“ mutes in Ranchi a:]:rd Tejpur are much-needed
ALy Jatively hi underestimated  steps that will goa long way ia providing qualicy

India hasa re i s Wational train health services across all parts of the coun-

3 tal disorders. The Nato :
oy s e el | o B S
Mental e adults suffer from mental  of a new era, In whi g
that 10.6% af InCCA nal and gender differ- the centre of India’s growth narratve with a
disorders wh]; wﬂ;ﬁ:nmum;ﬂrﬁﬂmfﬂ”’-"“’" vision toachieve healthy Viksit Bharat 2047,
Pfeaital e ALERE B e R
f;':;[ﬁ-'l {irbar metro areas (135%) compared (¢ Rafinler & Dharnijit s direcior, IMBAS, and chatr,

&
s (G.54) and url:muulrn_ﬂm_mn@m
ﬁ#ﬂndﬁg hixs Lhe duhiu:lrusd._lsm:r_nmn_ufh.nl:
ETIE (e hightst pumber of suicides in theworid.

According o latest National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRE], more than 171000 suicide cases
wiere reported in 2023, up 23, 2% from 2019, The
age-adfusted suicide rate isabout 211 per 100,000
people, reflecting serious psychosocial challen-
ges—digital addiction and lfestyle changes are
major risk Buctors amaong the yoasth, with nearty
38% of young peopie showing depressive symp-
toms. An NCERT survey highlighted thar 1% of
students feel anadous, 14% experience exreme
emotions, and 43% face mood swings These are
preventable and these voung productive lives
can be positive economic asses.

Mental health expenditure in India has radi-
tonally been characterised by bow public fund-
ing and high out-of-pocket costs. Consequently

Minmaural Tisk Fovoean Hram Heaftn, Government
af P, Theviews exprsised are persamal
Y

-
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STUDY ABROAD

Chinese universities surge in global rankings as their American counterparts,
Harvard included, continue to slip. Mark Arsenault reports

ntil recently, Harvard wns
the most productive rg-
Eearch university in the
wirld, aceording to a plabal
_ranking that lonks at aca-
demic publication. Now it has dropped to
o 3. The scheals racing up the list are not
Harvard's Amertcan peers bud Chiness
universities that have bewn steadily climb-
g M rankings that emphasise the vl-
ume and quality of research they prodacn
“There is 8 big shilt coming, & bit of a
new workd order in plobal dominance of
higher sducation and esearch,” sadd il
Baty, chinf’ glohal affales officer for Times
Highar Education, a British arganisation
anconnected to The Newe York Times (s
produces one af the better-known workd
rankings of universities
Educasors and experts say the shift is
& prohlem not just foc American aniversl-
tias, but akso for the nathan as a whobe,
“Thiere 1& & risk of the tread con Hncing
and a potential decline," Haty said. *'T use
the war ‘deciine’ wery canefully. It's nof
as U5 schools are getting demenstraby
wiorse, it's just the global competition. Other
mubiene are paking more rapld progress.
Laoix back to the earty 20008 and 2 glob-
&l mniversity ranking baced on scigntific
cutput, such as published journal articles,
o be wery different. Seven AMETCan
schusols would be ammvong the top 10, Jed by
Harvard University st Mo 1. Only one Chi
nesn sehoal, Thediang University, would
even make ke top 25,
Tealsy, Zhejtang is rapked frston thal
Izsi, the Leiden Ranking from the Cendre
fir Eriance gnd Techsology Studbes a8 Les-
den Unmversity (n the Netherands, Seven
other Chinese schoods ane in b fop 10,
Hervare] prodistes gignifican By naore m
sastreh o than B did twodenides age, bl
it has nonetheless Balles 1o thdrd. And it &
the only 75 university seill near dhe fap of
the list, Harvard = still firg! in the Leiden
Ranking for highly-sited s=ientific papers.
The issun af fop American undversities
i nat falling production. Six prominend
American schools Bl would ke bisen in
thee bp 30k in the first decado of the 20600
are produring more research than they
i twir decndes sgo, accanting o the Led
dirn inliies, Bt prwhuction by the Chiness
schonls has Asen far more,

_— ' e - Y

The Big Sh

Ift

T S —

RAMNK BOFST: A statue of Mao Zedong st Zhejinng University caspas In

Hangzhon, Fhejiang is the fiest Chiness instnation tofop ghobal university mankings

Accopding to Magk Nedjssel, director
if services for the Centre for Scence and
Techralozy Stadies, the Leden lanking
tahes indo nccount papers and citatians
vombained in Al Webof Scéenee, ndakabasn
st of arademnic pubdicetions thal 1S owred
by Charifeafe, o ddn s snslyties compa
v Thowsamis of academic jowmals are

represented in the databases, many af
which are highly specialized, he mod
Global university rankisgs generally
havenof attracied muach popelar seenton
in thee US. Even so, soine experionced aca-
demnics s seaing the growih in research
producton from China that the rankicgs
refliect, and are warning tsat Americ is

falling behid. .

Ralwed Reif, a foemer president of the
Minssarhusetts Tngtituie of Technology.
LIS, sabd on a podeast base year that “the
nuamibsrard the quality of the papers com-
Lng from China are outsanding” and are
“iwarfing what wereduing in the L'y

The caivtre at Laiden has Begum prod ec-
ieig an Alternative ranking that is based an
5 different academés database, called Ope-
mile. Harvard |5 Mo T n that canboing Dot
12af the rext 13 schocds are Chinsss

resident X1 Jinping. in a spe=ch In
M2, praized his counry's advances
i felds 51t &5 quanm echnodogy
aned apacs arjemce, He cied a breasthrough
by eesearchers ad Tianjin lratitivte af In-
rastrial Bicdechralogy, who devaloped a
methed 1o sy Hihesise starch from curbon
dbaxide i the lah, which could posalbly
| {0 i nestries resalcing: Sooed T the aar
Dher panbdng systams Ehat are weight
#d 1oward scientific ouspat reflect & simi-
Liar shilt bormsurd Chingss ansfisinics.
Harvard 5 No. 1 globadly in the Cniver-
sity Ranking by Academic Performance
compiled by the Informatics Institude of
Ieliddle East Techmical University o An-
ks, Trurdoey. Bt Stardord Undvwersity was
theamby rther U schon m Ehe top 10, whick
inchndes four Chinese unnrsities. Anolher
ranking. the Matwre Indes, plyosd Harvars
firsd, fsllowed e $0Chiness

Harvard and otber leading US wniver-
itiira faace & froaly et of siressors from the |
Trumpadminranon s s grant ook,
a8 well a3 froen truved bans aps an anti-la-

e gration crpckdosm thirt his seept up m-
ternationad shudenis and academis.

The gumber of intermabanal shudents
arriviegin The U5 in August 2005 was 10 per
cent lomer than the vaar befare, o teend tha
cvalit further bt thie prestige and mak-
iniz ol American schools  the oord's best
prviruds chercs o sty aped weekl elsewhere.

v besss bepn: poring bidliogs of dol-
Bars indn its unbversifies and ageressively
working to make them attractive to for
eign researchiers. In the fall, China began
affering avisa specificdly for graduates of
top universities in scienee and technology
to braved ko Cika o stody oo do bEsiress.

) \"-._;' f NYTNS
— s
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Overcome Exam Stress With Indic Wisdom

Mayaswami Mitai Deranja
and Tyagi Shivendra

ti Inscdta, thearsival of mem sswen often
Ihﬁnpammnﬂtmﬂqmm

permwaies hoseholls aonoss the
coranviry As mikions of snadents prepare for
pormpre bt sl e na ome s
prufrance bests n W, the pressarato
mﬁrmmha:umemr-fnhnﬂe. ¥
bt ing eocim Shress e nol mErely o matier
i warking harder o having :rrm_‘l:q:‘:.m&:.-
haeks [t requiresa kalaneed, holistic
Mmam-uneﬂmsunnnsamﬂmxcﬂm
wiyile also ahiending (o shadents” phy eieal,
miental, and et onal well-teing.

“P masia e stress in themoment,
srudanis mus| frst attend I.-:!I!mrr pliy e
ligieall petasdks. A COMITHIT miscoaciption
s thal erificing sbeep or shipping mesls
a i in exira study hioars regalis o
hisCler aueemes. Physicsl pierciss i
kst e, i sllpgquiabe st foom Lr
Fenibatinn ol susiainsd soneemration
and mpmers Regalar physical activity -

:mabdnfdnﬂyuﬂ-mmmm
and sharpens focus, Muritioos G fasks
the besin, whibesuTiclant sleep allows
imiformatbon i ummhduﬂﬂ&m-ufm
Aloopsilathase aFactlvm
Hime marsgement ani concentrtion
iecTibgues uressantial. Bregking langs
couarse e ials iodo sl ar achimlbile

methods, such asalternating :
farused stidy sessions with 10 0
plarmed hreaks (56 in the SRS
mmmmmuﬂ.w#w
prevent dfadants fram
tﬂhd:;nauwwheuﬁm.
[mirlia's Flet heritage olors
‘Imnmmed'mgnmn o
o samp INEEREIT ’
mm?jﬁan wnsiantly lwer cortisnl lreeks
dirirg filgh-pressars maments Leariingio
teree e pelas musches - 8 lechrdgue Knoen
2 puregressive e le el ien -helps
redesesd i physical e festations of
sinziety, Furibgrmure, medimmimg for even
sy mmilrvrtes o day [eors i sensaol rer

gsilm, allowinggstudesis (o approach their
tashs with B clear steady mind Father than

mh_wmhﬂnmmtim{hhﬂammm
Imyshaping stidents” axperience of som
pressure Schoalsand eachers infruence
whithor sxaminations areappecached
with confidencs or Tear Classrootns
thirt allowy room Far niistabes and
S5 emphasgise conceptinl ander-
Lt ieh mpanilieg over Tode memarisaton
== tond orediesaraieny and
Breouragn deeper learning. LU
thearhes hand, constant ranking

THE SPEAKING TREE 3 public omgarizans an

hertghhen strees, particalady e

shadents who progressaf different paces

Wineneducabors commaicate
alomee il perspective - aiTicming
that exams A iMportang bat not
il defining - eyl place scademic
affort wiihin a heakthisr Drame

Thiss (e SEpart sy=bein cin
hevoie reen nurrwe altive whes reinforeed

st home Parental abindas [owards o
ez Al Failars often hove thi stra ngeci
amcticoal imgsct o sidents When
parents shift thefons from marke adoms :
tooverall well-balng, they creats a senco of
safety and resiliencee. Helping atidsnts ses
exai resmlbis i the wides contesd of Life
acknowiedging effort, growib and charscer
~ (AT PR press e and restare i
While pxamind tons are s lgnineant
miilesbomes, they dionot defins o vedng
perece s fuhare or their inherent worth

TNeirnately (e barile against pxiam
siress is oo whenstudents disoover
somrois ol selfoworth bavond competition
and markson a sheetof gapen Creative
expression, servioe, or phyvsical aciviny
i ks Yoing peaple that they ame
oyl ifsowied ndividunds. By trearing
et ons ns iests of Kicsielge mather
than measires ol value, Indian stadenies
A P iR this demansdlng seasan wil
canfidence, baksnee, anid grace.

T T arers are presidved, Eduomdion o
foifee Tredr notioval, ol eaches Ainrada Pyl

b S
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ws how caste

works in India. Here’s
why that’s a worry

In tests, Al models assign high-status jobs to upper caste names
and menial work to marginalised castes. The bias, experts have
found, is embedded in how it teaches itself to see the world, The

specific realities of India — which is hosting the Al Impact Summit
this week — mean homegrown salutions are key
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In DU clampdown, a
failure of leadership

HE WORD university comes from the Latin word uni-

versitas, meaning “the whole”. It is a reminder that

higher education is meant to be capacious enough to

hold frietion, dissent and discomfort. Unfortunately,
thisunderstandingofthe university'sspace and roleseemsto be
conspicuous by its absence in the administration of Delhi Uni-
versity. On Tuesday, it barred gatherings, protests and rallies on
campus for amonth, citing law-and-order concerns in the after-
math of clashes linked to the UGC Regulations against discrimi-
nation. The blunt instrument of a ban, the impulse to prohibit,
speaks of a failure of leadership in one of the country’s premier
institutions — according to the 2025 National Institutional Rank-
ing Framework, DU ranks fifth among Indian universities.

The ban follows a larger pattern of administrative paternal-
ism that has come to characterise institutions of higher educa-
tion in the country. It assumes that debate and dissent are aber-
rations rather than animating principles of university life, that
a sharp and tidy line separates scholarship from student
politics. The bogey of the “anti-national” student in public-
funded universities reached its crescendo in 2016 with sedition
charges against protesting students for raising allegedly “anti-
national” slogans in Jawaharlal Nehrm University, but it has
had a long afterlife. The university’s approach, more punitive
and less compassionate, continues. At the TISS in Mumbai, stu-
dent union elections have been reformatted to expand partici-
pation but also, as student bodies rightly point out, todilute the
powers of students’ representatives.

Fromthe Emergency to the Mandal agitation, student politics
hasoften been central tothe republic’sstory. Many student leaders
have gone on to play crucial roles in national politics, including in
the current government. Universities have functioned asappren-
ticeships in democratic practices — messy, argumentative, im-
perfect, but vital. As classrooms become more socially, economi-
cally and linguistically diverse, conversations around equity and
inclusion will only grow more urgent — not as distractions but as
an integral part of the educational journey. DU should be a model
for how these difficult conversations are conducted, not for how
they are shut down. For that to happen, however, it must find a
way to embrace the idea of the university in its entirety. 4;)\\-;’ /
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More jobs with more headaches

Experts question data; Americans opt for two full ime jobs
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WOk harder, The Sume was iue [oe mem s
il wbvere e cverall incoming salaries
dropped By 20-50 per cenl. in 1000
00 during the dof-codn Loom,
peopipwanred to parn more, and muk
tiply wealth. Hener thiywere willing
1o o b jodas, g o o heligime jab,
and wWoik on cthelr sLarl-ups (0
seek valuafione

Mo, cansider te brcader fwo-job plccure.
WoLnling pressures push Isousehids o seek
mulciple paychecks. a8 & single one is nal
eriough ko pay fed rems, nealthcare, wilgies, gro-
cesied, and educancn oans for dhildren. By 2024,
Kiie ricans Bied their ihillg, second roles, and
creszed che B0-hour work-vieek chreshodd Mow,
it s fime 80 die g jobs "What makes the
irend mianhe snherng s that it undalded seen &5
unemplosment doked higher in casrain monchs
Ermipioa ming exists, b e gvany i insaificknc
Tre obd benchmak of stahiling a single hol
iime b, i3 quisCly oncding” staber & recen
medld mHEL

Aerondivg oo surveys, (b impact on che
woraREel BEraion is kighes, TRcame sacking,
o acombinatkon of a fullsime jobwlith reelance
wiori, conbracteal jobe, digsal gigs, and par-time
shifts, Is comenan among Gen & wbddd inoan
earlier generation, thiz may indicape amblcian,
greed, aF e desire [© jiAm Ehi CONPOrADE rane,
Gan F imworrmd shour isulation froe scanom:
i and income shacks. The “younger employees
[heaiay| ane budtding parael income racks by
defwult, Srablline new requires diversification,”
stales A repost. What was optional and volus-
1y #arkier i@ mandalofy Eherde days,

Fronieas ey seem, Paverg tes RuB-lEne and
el -paying job My S0 S Geon oS feou-
rily. BuL i enay be the opposive iFthe migge fop
if £ to smESow rEainiain a lifessde, and payrhe
etz and cruial mosdhly hills, In such a sce-
naray, the (eafof losing ane of the ol orlosing
a gart of the safary, wimich s highly pocsihile 22
weorkars get sacked aceoss seciors within mc H ma,
Ix lsigh. 5o are e diress Bvel which loroe the
yolnger CONCET 10 Work haeder, 20d longer, |
sy DE 3 man-oto ppatle cpcle; walk fasrer e slay
whaeres one s

A5 d Miedis repart stabes, che rew irend ol
workitf Mad “régrdsdnts & ghill in ddananm:
sustvival mechanism. ane chat i seefng produc
niyiy increase, hours increase, and eNe recovery
EAETIENCE 35 UNEvEN.” ENpETS agres [mad ono
i5 meail S i i 3¢ 0 DT pOraTY Dands due ko
Instalslirg, disnaplicnd, ihafks andiensions, or
mark a genuine sHilt im the conporace work
rulbure In Areerica. Bat e work calemdar is
crovedes, with livthe Lime for Gmity, comlon, or
pleasira, Sadls: Al whith makes us mone pro-
ductha, and Inge jola, may aid ek g, ItE|Iﬂ-
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‘Bhasha’ matters in India’s multilingual moment

rrlin sanids @ an extraordinary crussnsss,

with a Brgarstic kusdseape wnmaiched in

scale agd richness, According o the 201
Cengts, India is home fo moce than 300 mother
eimguies s 12 corstroiomally reacgnissd
Largiages. This diversily ig ol mareh o smnsoc.
1t i= o maticial smengeh, cenmal 1o how chikdrn
Tearm, grow amd understand IJH'H:IT;II:I

When & language disappears, we lode mole

hen words We lose 2 way of usderstanding the
wenrhl hisli oy pererarkons. Safeguarding
tanguages is, therefoce, mwed only & cuhusal
imperative. 11 i fndamentally a question al
harkling oo oo humniandty's accuamidmined
ks, which in o pialies it an educarional
e, Thits & iy mother-loogue based
ruddilinguel eduaton (MMTE-SILE) i critical

Basis for quality education

A we mark Inbernational Mother Language
(February 1), ander the therms “Youth ¥oioes on
el tdingual education”, e mesage = chan
young peopds thrive when their bnguages - aod,
therelieg, thelr idenidties — ane recognised and
walioed in the chissroans. Wiwen this hapgins,
schanls bevems spaces whsrs children leam
absoun dzemeetves, anters, and the workd Inall s
diversity, THESCD bas long cham peoned

mushill irgual teaching, hased on the langue besi
urrderseand amd spoken, as 4 condition oo gualicy
educalknn ;

Fach year, EFEEE'EJ ]F-.uia.mhx the m‘m
Ediscation Repart bar dn LN, 06 A
themes. Thig year, whach is the seventh edioum
a5y, Ahasha Maitess: Wiiker anad
prultilaEgual Echecagiom, brought magether global
vesiarch, risw natianal evidenoe and prao al
jusscns o Fxplore il state of siotlier Tngue an
siuliflingual Ediscrtion in I'r:u:lli The repart
demonsiriies that ATTR-MLE i4 noa caly
pedayngirily sound bl alio prunsformative. i
Suilines 1 palicy secommendstons o guide
litlis iannds & moe Incluskas and eguitabic
s wlbnn syt thal oriaks Engulgb diversiy a&

| Tim.Curts

by Director ared

Firp remen e,
UHERDD Regiaral
GHice Tre Soath A,
and Mambar, s
Ut i WiiFa

St ber-omple-
{xased
rultilingul
ecolucalien s
cemiial e
imechpsmes il
eyl

i arion

an asaet rather than a challenge. Ir also haghlighrs
what is working - from biimgoad leaming
rrstitials amd deacher preparation in mnovaime
chigitad sulistions that bring omltilingual resoee
1o classrooms and comirgimiles

A barrier of langueage

Globally, sver & quarter of a baliion baarners lick
pocess o education io a ksnaage they fully
umderstand. in India, nearty 4% of childmen
anaer schoot spesking & languae ihat is different
from the ipedium. of instructian, according oo the
Matkomal Council of Edscational Research and
Training (NCERTHin 2022 Fur ks children,
Inarming beging with the added burdenal
deveding an wnfamilisr Enguage hesore grasping
acadenic congepis. Weak foundatioal lieracy

anl can head 1o comidanve learning
gaps, reduced confidence and, utimaely, 3
highes risk ol drepout

Trudia has tken decsive stepes b aldress chis
chalienge. The Mathonal Education Pelicy INET
200, taliowed by the Matienal Curricuum
Framewiorks of 2002 and 2024, places the child's
hame ar mother omge ot tha cenmme of sarly
educalion,

The Bhasha Saters repert kighlights
proméskng acamqles. In Odisbs, & long-standeg
museilinguad education pregramme spans 24 orihal
lsngnsges acrocs 1T dstricts, suppoming riearkhy
501,000 chilidren. In Telangana, the use of Tigial
Infrasmacrane for Knewledze Sharing
(OIEEHAenabbed mulifingal resodnes
demnnstrates howr digital sools can epand acces |
10 hsamiing; mreaberials in Jocal hegumges. Narianal
infifaimees siach as FM eVIDHN, Adi Vaand

Iy & negional consoriu, BHASHING
AHzah:hased AN Intelligent Nodu for Inclasio
i Endlia} smil AliBharar's commuity-developed
nguage technelogies st how dighal platforms
and artikcin) Eelligenes ¢ help doommeil
erclangered ereabe Incak-langage
currient mid sapporn peackers with mulnlirgual

T=0des.

il om thise excomples, Bhasha Manels
sots aut & practical rond map. 1t calls for cled
sttt L] Bapgiage-in-scducation pallcies
grenmided in MTS-MLE, stronger (gacher
recrustmient mni peofessiomal srandards fof
mrrulillingual classroomes, and refaims i
pre-service anid In-srvice oENing i girbed
eltilingual pedagesy. It amiphasises kh-qualin
muJLiJulmm]munakmd.ﬁeuqmnu.

[= i pad i ared tncie rowes
mwm:mm approaches.
rasponsibie inwesrmard in language echoologies,
g sussralrabls Anandng. Crucially, # propos=s 4
satioesl Mission for Mother-Tongue-Based
Muitlingual Eduecatkon vo coocdinabe acmion
across minlseries, resesrch instinisans, ol
soctely mnd clisnlogy parmers, a‘m_wing than
rmmsing pilots become sysieEmic reinm

Linguistic diversity is & driver

Inidin’s lngubsoc dversicy is not i Darmier o
dewelopment; it is a powariil desver of equity,
Wy and soclal coheston. With Stages slrady
demonsrailng what 1s poasibie, and with clear
rodicy Emmeworks in place, the powniry siands a
the threshold of ednicasionial
chanpe. This shift reflects a growiog body of
evidpnce: chilizen learn bes when waght o s
langpage they understand.

o Incermational Mogher Languoge Tiwy, thi
call is clisr, Education sy=tems must recogniss
mad vabue every leamer's anguage, nog only 1o
En e EATIng oulL o es B abo o afirm

identity, well-being and meantsghsl parmdeipadon ¥

I ateiary.
When people’s vaices are heard
piltlingual Canan becomes mome thar a

palicy dspiradon [ becomes a shared national
mivemert. mdia’s smliEingual momenr has
armtved — amul s youth are helping 1o dape i
T e,

Lk i gt

firpeaenadac inmmn s urds SIS RS .
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Real Al challenge lies
in the classrooms

HE FRACAS over Galgotias University's “robodog”, a

Chinese-manufactured product that the private insti-

tute displayed in its stall at the Al Impact Summit, was

destined for glib memes and headlines. The incident,
however, is neither the main takeaway from the summit nor does
it flag the challenge that India faces duetothe Al transformations.
Thechallenge lies not in the stalls and halls of Bharat Mandapam
but in lakhs of classrooms across the country. In 202425 alone,
around 20 million children enrolled in Class T across the country.
And total enrolmentin higher education increased tonearly 4.33
crore in 2021-22 — up 26.5 per cent from 2014-15. Many of those
coming into universities today are first-generation learmners, often
from historically marginalised communities, Yet even as the
classrooms are asked to open their doors wider, the nature of
pedagogy and assessment in schools and higher education insti-
tutions follows paradigms that came about in the aftermath of
the Industrial Revolution, for an imperial power's needs, with
mere tweaks along the way to suit the needs of a newly indepen-
dent nation. To turn India's Al vision and ambition into reality,
and to ensure that this massive cohort of young people is not left
behind, anoverhaul is needed.

Of course, the need to reform education predates the Al chal-
lenge. In 2020, the new National Education Policy suggested
inter-disciplinarity and conceptual clarity over memorisation
and rote leaming, and a move from an emphasis on enrolment
to outcomes and quality, It also suggested that atleast 6 per cent
of GDP be spent on education. Progress, however, hasbeen slow,
mired in institutional inertia and vexed issues of linguistic
politics. None of this is to suggest that no gains have been made.
Since Independence, islands of excellence, across disciplines and
regions, have been created, The problem is that their success has
not been scalable at the national level. Thespeed with which new
technologies are allering the nature of learning, work and jobs
leaves little room for piecemeal reform.

Prirme Minisier Narendra Modi's formulation, MANAV (Moral
and Ethical Systems, Accountable Governance, National Sover-
cignty, Accessible and Inclusive Technology, and Vadidand Legit-
e systems), seeks o place the well-being ol people as the guid-
ing principle of Al development. To take that vision outside the
summmit hall and policy decoment reguires enabling and catalys-
ing reforms while, at thie same dme, ensuring insticutional au-
torcimy, especially in higher cducation. I means creating cliss-
room that nurores cxectilence, and a :'-.mﬂgs};u is Iree from
" lear and open o deas and imnovition. =80

o
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 Medical ATshould be as much
“about equity asalgorithms

W MEDICAL technologies are often described in
terms of innovation — faster diagnoses, smarter
predictions, streamlined workflows, But history
tells us that technology does not ipso facto Lrans-
foren health systerns. That fequires SoVernance, de-

wse of advanced computational systems in healtheare imates a
deeper conversation. Rather than presenting these systems as
tools to be added onto clinical practice, the strategy treats them
as part of the architecture of the health system.

Ity most countries regulation has followed innovation, not
auided it The result has been uneven standards and unclear ac-
countability. India's approach signals a different philosophy. It
bezins with interoperable health records, consent-based dataex-
' change, and nationally aligned norms. It acknowledges that com-
‘ putational systems reflect the data and institutions that sustain

them. Ifsuch foundations are fragmented orunequal, technology
will reprodiuce such weaknesses at scale.
Equally significant is the insistence that overstght cannot be
aone-fime approval. Performance can shift a5 contexts change.
A mode] that works in a tertiary urban hospital may falter ina
rural clinie, A prediction that appears accurate at launch may de-
gradeover time. Governance, must, therefore, beabout mondtor-
ing, reassessmment, and, when necessary, withdrawal.
Thestrategy's most cornpeélling feature is itstreatment of falr-
ness, In diverse societies, data rarely represent all communities
equally. Without safeguards, systemns tradned on such data rsk
reinforcing inequities. By emphasising representativeness and
equity impact assessment, the strategy confronts this risk. Tt also
recognises that safe use depends on human capacity. It calls for
structured training, institutional units dedicated to oversight,
and Integration of digital literacy into professional education.
There is also a political economy argument, Public procute-
ment. interoperability requirements, and clear pathways from
In most pllot to scale-are treated as instruments of stewardship, By posi-
countries ticningthe state asan acﬁ?eshfamafﬂmm and incentives,
. the strategy suggests that public value must guide adoprtion.
regulation has " whetherthis vision sucosedswill depend onimplementation
followed — transparent classification of risk, meaningful audit mechan-
innovation, isims, sustaltied investment in data quality, and coordination
not guided it, actoss federal bodies. Vet the conceptual shift is notable. Medicine
hasbong regulated drugs and devices. It now faces the task of gov-
Theresulthas  emingarchitectures that influence diagnosis, treatment path-
been uneven ways, resource allocation, and public health response. We can
standardsand  treatintelligent technologies as products, or as infrastructure o
SR hg,?te'l.l.rardad_ThE latter demands hLunﬂlt}'fquh[mdmm_
Xoo tutional commitment. The true measure of progress will not be
accountability.  cechnological sophistication alone, but whether these Systems

India's strengthen trust, widen access, and protect the most vulnerah)e
approach In that sense, the debate is not about technology, 1t s about
" the kind of heaith systems we chooss to bidld,
signals a
different Joshiis a Mumbai-based endacrinologist
philosophy Samajaar is clinical pharmacologist and disbetes

mdﬂ”ﬂfﬂﬁsfhmﬂmﬁfapeurhmtmt lkat
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Decisive action is needed to deliver on education pledges

upom the new goveroment n
special responsihility and n
chillenge to mmeet ool expectations
The party’s clecticon pledges include a
gond rumber ol eduontonobjectives axd
targers. Whether thess promises efllec
wieat s nesded for essemiial education
refiorm and how they can be narsed imo
i and resulis are burmiigg giiestions
o pedpled minds
Listed nnder the general fog, liwe of
“Achleving Equitable Sociceconminic
Development and Sustainable S5ae
Capacity,” with the eading “Fducatian
and Human Resource Develapment.” the
cducation oblectives cover budget and
mlmstructuee, primary and secoodasy
colication, higher eduction and resssch,
rwadrasy and technical education. and
iepehers and overall refoio
Regarding the education edger, BNEP
b pledeed o ralse the allocation ta five

Te overwhelming suppent of
I werers maoehved by e BN thrusis

perrent ol GIH foom the cumment atlooation
of less than two percenth a8 well ns 1o
proeniste digital techoplogy (free Wi-FL
multimedisclassmomms, nigh
foor ey nesicher ) and paovidee

Fresa bl hanch s srniagion A Member
Eaeilities Far girls. Presumsshly (3 The
Che incrensed budger will pay

For thess itemes,

O school educaton, e
items mentioned inclule
powicling srudens withschool
ik, e g preprinany edhaiion,
acomgnalsoy thimd language Inssroci o
{beyond Bangdomnd Engllsh b, and [ocusing,
o exiracurmicular amd “crearive rakent
develapaent”

The “ooe child ones tree” iniabive s
e ot rodsing ervinonmenial meareress
In o pducarion, key eme incode
Introduciog smudent foans and suppon
Mo higher edhicilicn sk, b exemption
for private wniversies and upgrading
the Matbonal Universlty which regmlntes

A, LW E HETRESS

STATESMAN (P-8), 22 FEBRUARY 2026

oy poarlyl the rendemic gqualicy of
e e 2 XM evllepes, Inck ety acadernia
collnbosiice and e rnship Sor s dens
will e proemusted.

Mot v el o el cechaical
edvembon e beackeed (nBnewith
the curent educatlon minisiry
atranbrrdyve sroctue Mndemisogon
al mielrxss is o poal Thecenifcoes
i s e o be rongrised)
ared priseley (o he piven on jobe
“Techricnl snd vocational edisptice
for nll® s promnised

I the “Teackess ard Reforny” section,
an elducation telorm eammyission Tor
crerallcpualiny improsensent is promised.
Cramicadins reforrn, nruirmend oo
teachers, and splifying the paymesoof
retivement henefbls for wachers amnd

(e Sk hupnours ane metioge:d.
Special assistance will be pravided 1o
snudernsioganed nthe. July mass upeising,

Aneection manifeal by s very niare,
consisis of pledpes. madle w the public

based on o genecal perceptsan of key
proflems and popular demands, B is ol
expectad 10 be g well-developed action
plan and stracegy lor 2 secior, espocially
cne s ool and eritical fe educasion
Manetheless, the pledges made by the
rewdy elected poverning ¢ deserve
sCrutimy [mm-nali:imhlﬂtmauﬂuiﬂ:l
arel the fersibilivy of fulfiliing them,

in Hangladesh, raising the budge
alkocation for educatian, which is one of
the knwest in the world in terms of GOP
ratin, has been o long-held dermand.
Increasing it five pecomnt has o e a
omgtermn commitment, which can be
met a5 the tax-GOP entig % from the
aurrer level (Al percent), However, o
agnal the Bevemmment'’s sinceriny, pube
e e
L Vo Lipea, Iy 1
8 1o direct funds 1o :LE?;:-\:L'EL: that
dmmhmlmmlclmmnlmmlm
redue inecquity, snd ensune better effcienycy
noed acoauntabiliy: LTS . ’
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Viral robodog video shows why Tnd
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mn universities

il word Inmlid e aarn (BRE 06T M=
rpeet e nik @00 peghal iy per apin

Trad's is Slao § fsapsr
ek d

WRRANFE T A tedinieal

The recani walesds eale i
s privdte pmlvepstny o 1k
limpact e e bss fean pamfa)
= wmrk
Firmr, 5 s for 188 sosdarn
ahed Bicidlh TE=9# 005 gocel sredurns are cam
PR pE e [ @ vy aosiirarion Whm sdi B
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Talent in the Al age: Cod
coolies to core engineers

or decades, Indki's enest talented engl-
neers served lke ceolies for American
oorperations, Miany were sent on H-[8
mmndle e wark few others
wWamntae i clesml
up I:Hl:lamii'ﬁdl:bnzlng ?Eﬁsmmhumﬁ
add kours, ard keeping global enterprises
munning in the background. The armangemes
genemted prosperity and foceign exchange.,
fred it bl formddable Indian 1T gians, Yeti
ailso mecant thak too much of Indin's technical
talent was confined to sustaining other
rations’ systems Instead of building
irs o, Engineers were treated as
low-cast labour mather tham as
co-creqtors of inteflectual prapery
— and then disparsged for suppas-
edly taking Ametican jobs. The

exist, They do thds on modess universicy sala-
ies. a fractinn ofwhat they could earn i the
IT Industry. They choose | because ey wint
to colve real schentific problems and create
technologies that improve lives on g Brge
scale.,

These vaboes and that hunger are India's
real edge. They align directly wah Union 1T
minister Asbiwini Vaishnaw's New Delhi
Frontier ﬂ.h[ Commitments unvedled ot the
sumait, which emplasse deploving frantier
Al far the puhllc gocd The framevwork moves

the fecus sway from raw scale,
benchmarks, md speculative valos-
tlond and toward measorable
impact. inelusion, and responsihil-
ity Bt calls for embedding intelli-
gence indo the sysiems that shape

rrade-0fl was accepted becanse it Wivek everyday lile — healeh care. agricul:
delivered growih; it also postponed Wadhwa  wre. infrastructire, and education
deeper eracs formeation. — zo that Al sremghens seciery

Artificial intelligence (Aljisnow  ————  parthwee than merely milating market
larcing a reckoning, hecause the capitalisarions,

playing fleld has shifted, and for the firss fime
im centurses, Inda has the tools o build 1k
avin [uhare tather than serve someone ekse’s.

Al the recent Irndin Al Imypact Summit &
Kamakotd, director of 11T Madms, called 41
disruption & blessing in disguise for core
engineers. He argued that Indin hos imeesied
hesvily in tradning mechanibcal, civil, elect
cal. amd bistech engineers, onky o see them
delft tnte generic 1T roles because thars
where the jobs and morey were, a misallocs-
tian of national resouarces. As Al agomates
coding, tesuiing, documentaton, and mange
nages, thit door cloges. Core enginsers will
have stronger Incentives to remain in theis
disciplines, reskdl] with AL and apaly it ro real
prodlems ininfrastructure, menufactaring,
energy, and medicing — precisely whers
India needs them.

They did neor speenid vears mastering ther:
modyTamics, siructumal mechanics, or bio-
engineering ro wasie their lives manlaiming
begaery systems. The mowe o 1T srvicis
voas alten driven by opportantty and eco-
noane reality, nat by a lack of ambitan. Al
niw creakes the pppartandty to apply their
skilks o work thal servesa broader purposs
and demands deeper expertise. b opens the
door e projecss thas are mose creative, marne
techmically rigorows, and mMofe CONSegUen-
tial. 1t allows engineers (0 pEOUm W deep sei-
ence without becoming peripbheral, lurniuﬁ
compuifation inta a powerfal multiplier
their domain kowledge ralber tian & sub-
arindbe fee it

[ wark with Kamakot's engineers throwgh
Viomix Biosiences, where 0T Madras ieams
arg buidding the plasma physics and speciro-
soopy hardwire for my com that has the
puodential to impact billiens of lives. What
arargds cat i pot jast their ambition. but ther
huanger = and their values. These engineers
wanlL i irvent not maksiain wo buikd seiems
that matter, ot tecvice ones that already

Al ALLOWS ENGINEERS TO
RETURN TO DEEF SCIENCE
WITHOUT BECOMING
PERIPHERAL, TURNING
COMPUTATION INTO A
POWERFUL MULTIPLIER

OF THEIR DOMAIN
KNOWLEDGE RATHER
THAN A SUBSTITUTE FORIT

Theat shile, however. only works if Al is
treased &5 necessary infrastruchure mither
tham hype, 25 # ool f-:f-sn.'-.'\r:l&:nenlr:g SOy
I‘?:.qﬂr“ﬂmn avehide orgreed and shor-term
pradic.

That ds bescause Al s Miee Sectricicy, an eii:
brber, Cn (3 0w B8 18 neither good ror bad.
Ebectriciny roansformssd the worlid by lighting
cities, powering factories, elecimfying srans-
potation, enabling msodern health cane, and
shrmking déstamees through comeminkcasion,
It ewpanded productivity and mpeoved daily
Wie ALcan do the saivse, When embedidind Into
real systems aned fused with desp enginessing
— iin health care. infrastrocture, eneegy, and
agricsloure — It can wninck capshilicies that
were previoushy ot of reach. Usad wisely, it
enlarges what secieties are capabde of

Imdia has akl the necessary ingredients to
make that happen:strong engineering InsmE-
tions, devp mathematcal tlent, and massive-
scule challenges in health care. eonineament
and infrastructane that iy eounimes coodfront
smulraneously. Theseare constrine on
growih and qualiny of life. Addressing them
rogalres mﬂmﬂr:: y{luﬂdfd im i funda-
mentals of physies, béalogy, &nd SYSIEME
d:ngn.wMMTM:dﬂPmmmmﬂ
ratherchan replaca il

Wh s India s0 importast in the Al rce?
Bepairs elicvhere, the intomives are skewed.
In Silican Valley. Al Is increasingly abous
ey — puut‘ini hl|li\3]15_]ﬂmmmh ET
meadels chasin s,
l“du.]ugunng I Chira, AL |5¢w_'|"ﬂﬂ_d L}
sisveillance sysiEms godal credit archibee-
teres, and mllmuiaur-huﬂwﬂ:lﬂw -
updift humanity.

Trcdla can sbee real problems that affect bl
flons. By fissing fromtiec Al with deep engi-
neeting and groanding itn inchusive goverm-

anpe and pubtic-purparss 05, 1t can
embedi p e imtoBealth care diagnos-
e al sle, chmate-resilisn ledra-

structere, apricaliural systars, waner man-
agenyeni, and CHETEy Done right, itean
tackde challenges for all efhusanity, ne

st ise the marginsalafew,
”ﬁﬂwmmﬁ and Ashwini Vaishaaw

are alsoat this moment: Al disrdpoon
mrﬁm hust a reset, Withour douse, it cu
pove Indin froms being the woeld's mainte-
prafine crew 13 hecoming oo of i principal
bailders.

Wk Whaalleatd 15 CECL Vionix Bipsoemcis
The vipwd ixprexied are personal
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Old models dont
serve new realities.
Indiamust
reimagine PhDs
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EXTRACURRICULARS ON BOARD'S PRIORITY LIST

TELEGRAPH (P-9), 24 FEBRUARY 2026

Mind over marks, CBSE tells schools

THINL K AVEASLMDAR

Cakutta: The Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE) has di-
rected all affiliated schools through a
cirrular to prioritise extracurricular
activities and periodically review
the examination pattern to create a
“troader sense of identity among stu-
dents bevond test scores and ranks™,
The focus of the circular sent last
week is mental health and wellness,
The board has asked schools (o sen-
sitise parents so that they do not pat
undue academic pressure on studemnts,
recognise signs of psychological dis-
tress, and respond empathetically,
The message comes from a board
that many parents cheose over others
because they want their children to
focus solely on academics and excel in
mmpeuhveemmmnhuns after Class

"The school shall prioritise ex-
tra-curricular activities, including
sports, arts, and personality devel-
opment initiatives. The examination
pattern shall be periodically reviewed
to cultivate a broader sense of identity
among students bevond test scores and
ranks,” the circular said.

The CBSE has asked schools to
regularly organise sensitisation pro-
grammes for parents on students’ men-
tal health.

“It shall sensitise parents and
guardians to avoid placing umdue aca-
demic pressure, (o recognise signs of
psychological distress, and to respond,
empathetically and supportively,” the
cireular says,

In addition, emotional regulation,
mental health literacy, life skills edu-
cation and awareness of institutional
support services shall be integrated
into student orientation progranmnes
and currtcular activities, the bosrd has
said.

Many children migrate to the CHBSE
after Class X, hoping (o have betfer

l

chances of cracking engineering

and medical entrance tests, Premier
schools affiliated to other boards face
an exodus of bright students after
Class X.

A section of parents insists that
their children should pursue science
in Classes X1 and XII, without caring
about the kids’ preferences and in-
terests. In some cases, when students
lack the required marks, parents start
negotiating with the school to allow the
student to study science.

An official from a CBSE school cited
the example of a Class XI boy who
wanted to switch from science to ho-
manities before the Class X1 final exam
this vear.

“The boy wanted to give up physics,
chemistry and math before the Class
X1 final exam. A child wanting to do so
after studying the subjects for a whole
vear savs how difficult it might be for
him to cope with the academie rigour
that these subjects demand. The stress
builds when children have no interest
or inclination towards the subject,” the
school principal sadd.

Acoording io the schools, most
paarents still want their child (o be “a
doctor or an engineer”,

“Buet rit every body is cut ot for
that,” said Jaidev Ghosh, the Sowth
Point High School principal. “Schools
and parents have to identify what a stu-
dent is good af, which could be theatye,
arts, football, or something else and

hence the forus on diversified felds =

The CBSE has told schools to
provide regular, structured career
counselling services for students and
guardians to reduce “unrealistic aca-
demic pressure, promote AwWareness
of diverse academic and professional
pathways, and assist stadents in mak-
ing informed and interest-hased career
decisions”.

(zhiosh said parents were not always
to be blamed.

“A teacher can see varied perspec-
tives becanse she is looking at 500 stu-
dents. For the parent, all aspirations
rest on that single child. They tend to
think that if they are sending their
children to the same school, giving
them equal opportunities or mavbe
more than their peers, then why would
that not vield equal resulis? said
Ghosh.

A singular focus on exams and giv-
ing up all extracurricnlar activities be-
fore them has become the norm across
schools,

Thin attendance for sports or stu-
denits backing out at the last minute
are also challenges schools encounter,

“We have 15 activities in the new
session, and unlike earlier, they will
be open to students up to Class X1T and
not only up to Class VI Children
hawve to be enconraged to have hobbies.
Scrolling the phone s not a hobby and
does not relax their body and mind,”
sald Sarabdi Bhattacharjese, principal,
The Newitown School.

“Im tolay s dymamic and demanding
edwcational landscape, the smotion
resilience and mental health of our siu-
dents require collective attention and
proactive support,” the board has said.

All teaching and non-teaching staff
miast wndergo mandatory oaining
sessions af least twice a vear under
certified mental health professionsls
o identification of warning signs,
respoiise tooseli-barm and refierral
e hani=ims,
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hen Washington
impased a
ome-fime
$1,00,000 fee on
the Esuance of new H-IB visa
petitions in 2025, the move did
more than unsettle young Indian
engineers based in the U.5. It also

fl:lmed skilled professionals to
reassess the cost of thelr American
aspirations and compelled
companies to reconsider whepe
they source and retain talent,

A geopolitical earthquake

triggered by the Trump
administration has aleo coincided
with a moment when India is
looking for its best talent
positioned abroad to think and ace
Swadeshi and consider reinvesting
in India. Macrotrends in this
regard have all been adversely
positioned ower the last 10 years,
given how poorly India’s domestic
private investment scenario has
been despite the best government
efforts. Recent government signals
indicate a structured push (o
re-engage India's global talent
through initiatives including
Global Access to Talent from India
(GATT, eMigrate V2.0, Visiting
Advanced Joint Research (WAJRAD
Faculty Scheme, and the Know
India Programme. Senior officlals
have urged overseas professionals
to “remwrn and reinvest™ amid
global visa uncertainties.

State-level experiences

A comumon paradox in India’s
major metropolises is that while
they excel ar building startup
ecosystems, they remain
wnkiveable for families of
retumess. Maharashtra contines
to be the nation's largest startup
cluster. It also has g Startup,
Entrepreneurship, and Innovaton
Policy (2025). However, because of
the lack of housing subsidies,
schood seat guarantees, and
spouse-employment suppart,
household entry costs remain
high. This offsets declining firm
costs and makes its congested,
expensive cities affordable only to
the wealthy. Delhi draws more
returness due to bz institutonal
centraliny, proxdimity 10 natlonal

HINDU (P-7), 25 FEBRUARY 2026

Attracting talent positioned abroad

JH

Professor and Doan,
CUP. Jired &l Global
Urnilwersity; Visiting
Proedessar ok Londen
Schop! of Ecenamics;
and Academic
Hesearch Fellow at
Unrinveersity of Oxford.

Geetasli Malhotra and
Aditi Laramus
cantribited (o this
o,

Mohan

The H-1B
dismuption could
catalyse a wave
of innovation iF
cities,
universities, and
firms strengthen
social and’
research

infrastructure (o

Fobain rerurnees

lalys, policy networks, and
ministries than its entreprepeurial
volume, This benefit i3 enhanced
b a proposed startup to increase
venmre acthity. However, Delhi
serves a5 both a pateway and a
gatekeeper, favouring those with
established institutional capital
due to housing costs and extensive
recrubiment peoworks at
universities and Instituges.
Earnataka setves as an example of
structural ambition devoid of
absorptive realism, Its Beyonsd
Bengalury and Skill Development
Policy (2025-32) seek
decentralize prowth throwgh
Global Capability Centres in
Mysur and Mangahrs, However,
“family-readiness™ is constrained
by inadequate global research
infrastriiciure, healthears, and
education.

These cases are connected by
two empirical insights. First,
States give imstitutional support
such as incubators, seed money,
and infrastruciure prioriry ower
family relocation policies, Second,
mobility soedies demonstrare that
while wages draw migrants,
retention is influenced by
networks, spouse employment,
and educational attainment. This
unevenness shows that while
Biates compete o attract Airms,
they rarely plan for people, The
absence of housing, educatian,
amnd spousal employvment
provisions explains why returnees
often view India as a temporary
assignment rather than &
permanent reintegration.

H-1B policy shift
With nearly 71% H1-B approvals in
Fy2024, India’s dominance in the
H-IB visa programme i5
unparalleled. This dominance
makes India highly sensitive to
1.5. policy shifts. According to the
1.5, Citizenship and Immigration
Services, in FY 2024, 71% of the
3,949,395 rotal HI-B approvals were
ndian nationals and 46% of total
beneficiaries held a masters
degree.

The educational profile of H1B
holders has alse shifted markedly
owver time: e proporion of

workers with a master's degree as
their highest qualification rose
From 315 in 2000 (0 57% in 20021,
whiile those with only a bachelor’s
degree declined from 57% to 34%.
Foliowing policy revisions in
September 2025, the LS.
introduced limited exemptions o
the propoesed 51,00,000 filing fes,
particularly for applicants already
im the coumtry who transition from
F-1 student to H-1B status. This
provides short-term relief for

1.5 -educated Indian graduares
but affects new overseas
applicants, Shivanl Desal, the CEO
of BDO Executive search firm,
estimates that the mumber of
Indian soudents from vy League
unlversires seeking positions in
India has risen by about 308 this
year, while senior Indian
executives in the 11.5. are
increasingly reassessing long-term
career prospects amid visa
uncertainty. This reversild comes
al an opporiune moment. With
1600+ Global Capabilicy Centres
employing L6 million people and
rising 1.5, visa costs, conditions
are rhpe for a shift from brain
drain to brain circulation.

Retaining talent remains
equally challenging, India"s R&D
invesment i merely 0.64% of
GDP, far below the U5, (3.47%),
China (2.41%), and Israel {5.71%},
due to limited private secior
incentives. This gap reflects both
limited public funding and the
structural composition of India’s
CoTparate sector.

Adddressing this imbalance by
incentivising private R&D
investment and diversifying into
higher-intensity sectors such as
softerare products,
semiconductors, and advanced
manufacturing will be crocial if
India is to convert the H-1B
disruption into a genuine
thnevation dividend, The H-1B
disTuption could catalyze a wave
of innovation if cities, universities,
and firms strengthen social and
research infrastmucture (o retain
refurnees, Otherwise, the next
generation of highly qualified
workers will simply pursue their
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Sans principals

Fill posts in HP schools to safeguard standards

VEARLY 800 senior secondary schools in

| ular principals. This is a sign of administrative

drift in a state already struggling with fiscal
stress. In the absence of stable leadership in
m, academic standards, regulatory compliance and
nstitutional credibility face risk. The crisis cannot be viewed
in isolation, Himachal's fiscal health is fragile. With mount-
ing debt and limited revenue sources, the state's depend-
ence on Central transfers has long been evident. This year, it
is unlikely to receive the Rs 6,000 crore in revenue deficit
grants (RDG) it had counted on, tightening the budgetary
squeeze. But financial distress cannot become an excuse for
governance paralysis. Filling sanctioned leadership posts is
not an optional reformn; it is a basic responsibility:

The timing makes the vacancies more damaging.
Many government schools are seeking or maintaining
CBSE affiliation. It is a compliance-heavy process,
requiring constant oversight — from infrastructure
certification to inspection responses. A regular princi-
pal anchors this ecosystem. Without one, documenta-
tion falters, accountability weakens and the risk of con-
ditional affiliations or showcause notices rises. The
government has attempted to rationalise schools with
low enrolment through cluster models over the past
two years. Without full-time prinecipals, such restruc-
turing risks becoming an exercise in consolidation
without guality control. Structural reform cannot suc-
ceed if the leadership spine is missing.

Beyond compliance lies the deeper cost 1o students.
Principals monitor syllabus completion, board exam
readiness and teacher performance. Acting heads, bur-
dened with dual roles, cannot provide sustained aca-
demic direction. The result is fragmented planning and
declining morale. Himachal Pradesh has long been
praised for its educational achievements, That reputa-
tion is now threatened by inertia, Administrative cau-
tion about mid-session disruption rings hollow when
vacancies stretch endlessly. Students. cannot be made
collateral damage in thal stalemate. Swiflt appoint-

=

ments are essential Lo protect their future. <t
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Universities in the age of branding
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very February 28, India
celebrates Mational
Science Day 1o
commemorate OV
Raman's announcement of the
Raman effect in 1928, a disc
that won him the Nobel Prize in
Phvsics im 1930, Such natonal
rituals are said to be just acts of
remembrance, but they are not;
they also legitimize what the state
SVE COUNIS 48 Seience,

Three keywords

A new book about keywords offers
auseful way o read this rimal
itself as & word with a political life.
Decalonial Keywords, edited by
anthropologists Renny Thomas
and Sasanka Perera, argues that
some everyday terms can be
treated as archives of history and
power and that their definitons
are often a political rather than a
linguistic achievement. "National
Science Day’ and “Nobel Prize’ can
akzn he meated as such keywords:
ones that organise India’s public
imagination of science, There is a
reason we mark a date that can be
narrated with a “world-class
discovery™ rather than a date on
which, sy, a public hospital
improved maternal oufcomes.

If decolonising schence is o
mean anything in India, i must
inciude the need o de-Nobelise
how the staté understands and
valorises science. Specifically, it
miLIsk S0P treating external
prestige as the main proof of
scientific worth and expand the
cast of legitimate scientific actors
and sites. Three keywords from
the book - ‘jugaad’, ‘porombeoke’,
and ‘laboratory’ — help show how
thiz recognition works through
institiitional infrastrucures.

Researcher and author Panka)
Sekhsaria’s essay on ‘jug;ib:d'
begins by using the word
instability — it can plausibly ]:e
read s a virtue, 4 COMmpromise, or
corruption — 1o explain how it
creates space for powerful actors
to amplify the meanings that suit
them and discard those that don't,
He also shows how the word has
been absorbed into managerial
talk a5 a laudable synmenym For
Erugil- innovaton whike oiher

HINDU (P-9), 26 FEBRUARY 2026

Decolonising and de-Nobelising science

Mattonal Sclence
Day should mot
just reproduce a
stony about
genius and
external
validadon. It
should hecome
an annual day
of discussion of
whial counts as
srience,
including the
work of held

stall, nurses,
amd ohers

resonances rernain harder oo hear
or take serbousby.

This is how innovation tends to
biehave in the public theatre of
Matonal Science Day, It becomes a
stage-managed synomym for
ingenuity that the stage packages
for elite consumplion, preferably
in English, preferably legible o
global management culture, and
preferably compatible with award
nareatives, Prof, Sekhsaria ends
with agquestion that cuts through
this remplate: whist words do
farmers, fshers, and craftspeople
e to describe their own
imventveness! Answering this
queestion forces our atieniion away
from the elite markers of prestige
and towards the vocabularies that
peopie use to produce and name
practical knowledge.

Professor Banu Subramaniam's
chapter on ‘poromboke’ makes a
paralle] argument about
classafication, anchored im Tamil
political ecology. The state often
glogses over "poromboke” as
wasteland, or land that does not
generate revenue for the state. Her
pednt i that the revenie category
has always been a social category
in disguise because the state’s
accounting decides which
landscapes count as productive
and so which people’s uses count
as Jegitimate. Historically, the tenm
aleo referred to kamd set aside for
purblic use, whereas in
Contemporary practice it covers a

of commons that remaim
esgental for marginalised
communities precisely because
they are nod private property.

She akso remarks on how the
word has become a pejorative in
common Tamil speech, meaning
good for nothing’. When the state
declares a landscape to be
disposable, the people who
depend on it become easier o
declare disposable as well. In the
same way, some kinds of inguiry
are said to be “nadonal science’
while others of less prestige are
rendered “routine work' or “local
practice’, This is why what we
celebrate on National Science Day
is not value-neutral but a way to

zort the labour of science.
D Thomas loouses on

‘laboratory’ and his analysis
beging by distinguishing between
elite ‘mega labs" and the ‘minor
Iabs" ubiguitous in fowns and
villages, espectally disgnosi
cenﬁs t‘palﬁ-fu]ngy labs’).
Raman's own sloty is inseparable
from laboratory infrastrisciem —
he annownced the Raman effect
while working at the Indian
Association for the Culthvaton of
Srience in Calcutta — but Dr
Thomas's point & that this
recognisability is something we
manufacture, When schools teach
thie labaratory as the place where
great people work in Bolation, the
everyday diagnostic lab, where
mast Indians actually encouste
scientific authority, becomes
conceptually minor even though it
iz central to society.

And once we treat & ‘lab’ as a
sipcial instinution, its politics
become part of its definition. Dr.
Thomas has found in his own
waork that lab-mates do science but
abso share riuals, gossip, and
celebrate necasions together, and
is often a space where people
reproduce hierarchies of caste and
gender. But in other settings, itk
also a place where the anthority of
scbence” ks routinely performed
before the public,

What counis as sciemo:

The keywords thus clarify what a
de-Mobelised iImagination of
selence, paralleling the
decolonisation of science, would
require. It woukd force India 1o ask
how Indians produce the thing
called ‘recognition” — through
discoveries and papers as miuch as
by imstitutions that sort labour ingo
cebebrated and hidden.

Mathonal Sclence Day, then,
shoulkd not simply reproduce a
wobelshaped story about genius
and external validation, Tr should
become an annual day of
discussion of what couns as
science, inchuding the work of
technicians, feld staff, nurses, lab
attendants, data collectors, and
others whose labour is essential 1o
miake new knowledge b §s rarely

| CommernoTatad,
I
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" Bots In Store For Us?

Al to do most white-collar jobs soon? Improbable.
But, say, it does. Then even the rich won't be so rich

7.000-word blog post by a tiny New York-based financial

research firm spooked US investors on Monday. Titled ‘The

28 Global Intellipence Crisis’, it paints a scenario in which

Al agents have gutted white-collar jobs. Economic mayhem follows.

Jobless workers defaulton loans, A market crash occurs late in 2027,

and 57% of S&P’'s value is wiped out. By 2028, joblessness in US

exceeds 10%, up from 4.3% now, Citrini, the research firm, insists

this is only a scenario, not a prediction, but recent headlines about
Alagents' capabilities make it hard to dismiss.

Within a month, we've heard the claim that Al can vet legal
documents, we've seen it render a realistic fight between Brad Pitt and
Tom Cruise, and now, apparently; it can bring systems running Cobol
up to date. What more will it do by end of this year? It's threatening
to replace writers, translators, artists. Analysing data, diagnosing

. i B symptoms, nothing seems beyond
' i bicl  its ever-increasing capabilities.
&p  That's why a white-collar extinction
event sounds plausible If Citriniis
& right, the impendingjobdestruction
1s best summed up with the
e film title: Everything Everywhere
s ] All At Once.
! & - But is thiz probable? Perhaps
not, Chietly because Al agents aren't there yet in terms of capabilities.
Al firms have every reason to claim their agents can do this or that
real-world task. It convinces investors to keep funding them. But the
real world is messy. As IBM clarified - after taking a stock market
hit due to Clande’s Cobol claim - “Translating code is one thing.
Modernising a platform is something else entirely” So, Al tools are
like bright college graduates who know their subject, butneed hands-on
experience. Infact, anew study shows when Al agents areleft to work
unsupervised, there’s a recurring pattern of breakdowns.

The bigger question is: Is an Al takeover of white-collar jobs
desirable? In US, only 10% of population earns over $250,000 per vear,
but accounts for 50% of consumption expenditure, They are all
white-collar workers. Make them jobless overnight, and demand
collapses. Loan defaults destabilise the financial system. With
demnand gone, corporate profits plunge, markets tank, and the
rich aren't so rich anymore. Blue-collar workers also suffer when
factories cut back output. There's another downside we must
consider. A white-collar office, say Citrini's team, has 10 or 100 or
10.000 very sharp minds. In an Al world, global business thinking
and execution get outsourced tofour or five big firms. They can 5],1\!.11
down Everything Everywhere AILAf Once. It's too dangerous. .qﬁr "./5
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Why pick on judiciary
in school textbooks?

he outrage the Supreme Court has expressed over the publication of a
textbook that lists the shorteomings of the Indian judiciary including
allegations of corruption. long pendency of cases and large number of
vacancies being left unfilled is justified in that the referenced portion
looks only at the darker side of just one eminent pillar of the Indian State but
spares all others, The court has now ordered a complete ban of the Class 8 social
science textbook which contains a chapter “The role of the judiciary in our soci-
ety” wherein there is a section that is titled “corruption in the judiciary .
On its part, the National Council for Education, Research and Training
(NCERT), the publishers of the book, have apologised to the court and decided to
withdraw the book. The Union education minister has also expressed profound
regret over the textbook containing the objectionable part. The court, however,
is not satisfied; it believes this to have been a “calculated move to undermine
authority and demean the dignity of the judiciary” and, therefore, initiated con-
tempt of court proceedings against the NCERT director and the secretary of the
department of school education in the Union government. The anguish of the
court is reflected in Chief Justice of India Surya Kant's comment: “They have
fired the gunshot. The judiciary is bleeding.” _
It may be noted that the court is not dismissive of the whole idea of corruption
in the judiciary; instead, as the CJI pointed out. the
The court is not  bench was “deeply hurt that there is no menﬂ’r.i":_un uﬁ‘
isfied: it believes the judiciary’s positive work — protection of civ
Eﬂa.lh-m to have been a !ighis, access to justice, free legal aid and safe-
‘ guarding fundamental rights”, There was no
calculated move to 1.1t 0 present the students with a balanced pic-
undermine authority ture, it said _
and demean the It has been almost eight decades that India
dignity of the attained freedom and we have a Constitution for the
a gnrt last 76 years. We have come a long way in improv-
judiciary'. It initiated ;. 1. <yctom of governance in the country while
contempt of court remaining firmly committed to democracy and its
proceedings against principies. [t may be true that we have not been able
the NCERT director, © introduce all the changes the founding fathers
€ " wanted, but every major step that India has made in
these decades was aimed at improving the lot of the le. The judiciary has
also played its role in it, especially in advancing the rights of ordinary people. No
ane has a case that all the pillars have played their roles in full: there are acts of
omissions and commissions that can be traced to the door of the legislature and
the executive. Focusing on the slip-ups of only the judiciary hardly helps.

There will be skeletons in the cupboards of every single institution in the coun-
try, and for that matter, every country, but none would see It as prudent to pre-
sent them before schoolchildren and warp their outlook on life itself, Even if' n
the interest of truth such a thing is attempted, it must be done in such 2 way that
VOLUNE I[I'i.l]d.;"i- are &nml]_[‘.‘.]g{‘{i to ident i.t?'.r and llSﬂIThUH'E taols to 'tl;'i.’.h‘l COITUPLION.
Makinig the problem statement alone serves no right purpose. . .

" That said. the judiciary will be making a blg mistake 1 it t]uu}r..-a the issue l:‘.m[_
it is indeed suffering from can simply be wished away. I:;I!m-_mg; inskanees _11_1
111;1@5 eoming under suspleion of wrongdoing are no rare incident, as Ithru lh:g
covery of burnt currency notes from the house of & sitting judge of 4 high :‘_ﬂllil_t
amply shows, There are CJls on record pointing towards corruption L 'hll_ Jl_hl‘"
ciary, The poople will stand with the apex colrt in protecting Hh'-]uti:lclugl_u. ﬂ
imape a5 the custodian of their rights, but they will be happier themselves if the
judiciary did some soul-searching as well. % ;,;
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Out-of-Syllabus Bits
In School Syllabus

It'sunwise tobite the hand that decides your fate in court. Gol,
specifically NCERT, responsible for contents of its latest soci-
al sciences textbook, ‘Exploring Society: India and Beyond,
Vol IT’, found itself in hot water after the Supreme Court found
a section, ‘Corruption in the Judiciary’, not just an assault to
the judiciary’sreputation buta ‘deep-rooted conspiracy’ toin-
culcate in the minds of school-going13-14-yr-olds ideas that co-
uld leave them prejudiced forever. The removal of all copies of
the book from public access thereby ensures that alleged
shortcomings in the judiciary are kept out of sight, and out of

impressionable minds.

Forthe restnf us who are not school-goers, judicial corruption
isaconcern. Former CJIBR Gavaihad sta-

& ted in July 2025: ‘Sadly, there have been in-
[ T¥¥ ctancesof corruptionandmisconductthat
have surfaced even within the judiciary
= Suchoccurrencesinevitably haveanegati-
€ ve impact on public confidence, potential-
ly eroding faith in the integrity of the sy-
- : stem as a whole,’ a quote that finds its way
in the NCERT textbook. The blanket ban by a 3-judge bench led
by CJI Surya Kant is, thankfully, limited to the Class 8 textbook.
One can presume that at that age, curious as they may be, yo-
ungsters will be protected from such warts-and-all news and no-
tions freely available on various platforms. Fora student, a text-
hook hasthequality of a testament to it. And appearance of such
unsavoury information, valid asitmay be, iInagovern ment text
hook, can be construed asan indictment — inother words, politl-
cal motive — that young learners can do without, Outside the
school syllabus, of course, it would be most eftective to weed out
purported malpractices, rather than simply putalidon Tht-‘lé-e\ﬂﬁ
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Bridging Learning with Livelihood

Preparing a Future-Ready Generation Through Practical Knowledge and Real-World Competence

Alg economies rapidly
ransform under the
influence of technalogy,
automation, and glohal-
ization, education =y
terns are being redefined.
The traditional emphasis
on  theoratical  know]-
edge alone 5 no longer
sufficlent w0 mest the
demands of the modern
waorkforce. Skill-based od-
wcation has emerged as 4
powerful response - prior-
itizing practical training,
hands-on experience, and
industry-aligned learning
o ensure that stodents
are mot just qualified, bt
employable and  adape-
alle.

Moving Beyond
Theory to
Application

Skill-baszed educaton
focuses om the “how™ in
addition to the “what”
Instead of rote memariza-
tion, students are encour-
aged to apply concepts
in  real-world contexts
through projects, intern-
ships, workshops, case
smdles, and simulations
Thiz experiential ap-
proach builds confidence,
enhances  problem-solv-
ing abilities, and nurtures
ereativiny.

For instamee, students

TELEGRAPH (P-13), 28 FEBRUARY 2026

Skill-Based Education:

aTudly-
ing  business
may engage in '

live marker re
search projeces,

wihile those

in technobogy

fields might de-

velop prototypes

orF work an coding
challengas:  aligned
with industry sran-
dards, Such exposure
ensures thal fearning is
practical, measarable,
and autcome-oriented,

Vv

Enhancing

Employability in
a Competitive Job
Market

Employers today priori-
tize candidates who pos-
sess job-ready akills - com-
munication,  teamwork,
digital literacy, analytical

think-
and adapi-

Degrees
open  doars,  bug
skills  serure o
partunities,  Shill-
based  education
aligns  academic
pragrammes  with
industry needs, re-
ducing the gap be-
tween education and

ing,
abibliry,

emploviment.
Apprenticeships,  vo-
cational  [Faining, and

certification programimes
help stodents gain sec-
tor-specific competencies.
As industries evolve, In-
gmadons  that  conting.
ougly updare cueeleuls in
collaboration with corpo
rate partners ensure thil
praduates  remain  rele-
vant in a competitive job
landscape,

Encouraging
Entrepreneurship

and Innovation

Skill-based education
does nat anly prepare st
denis for jobs; it empow-
ers them to create jobs. By
fastering entrepreneurial
thinking, fimancial liter
acy, technical expertise,
and leadership qualities,
students are encouraged
to launch start-ups and
purgue independent ven-
tures,

Fraciical exposure fo
business incubation oen-
tees, innavation labe, and
mentorship programmes
nuriures risk-taking
phiflty and resilience, In
CmeTEing sectars such as
renewable energy, dipital
marketing, artificial in-
telligence, healthcare ser-
vices, and creative indus
tries, skilled individoals
can identify market gaps
and build sustainable en-
[ETPTiSES,

Promoting
Inclusivity and
Economic Growth

One of the most signdfi-
cant advantages of skill-
based education is its in-
clusivity. Yocational and
technical training provide
alternative pathways for
students who may not

Pursue corventional aca-

demic routes, This creates
opparunities for youth
from diverse socio-ece
nomic backgrounds 1o se-
cure stable livelihoods,

By equipping individu-
als with employable skilks,
nations cam  strengthen
their  workforce,  boost
productivity, and accel-
erare  eeonomic  dewel-
opment. Skilled human
capital is the hackbane of

sustainable growth.

The Way Forward

The fture of education
lies in bending knowl-
edge with competence
[nstitutions must collal-
orate with industries, in-
tegrate digital tools, and
adopt  flexible learning
rvslels that respond fo
changlng markel needs.
Policymakers and educi-
lors must ensure that skill
development  becomes
an integral part of main-
stream education rather
than an afterthaughr,
Skill-based educatkon ia
nat merely a trend - it is a
recassity. By empawering
fearners with practical ex- |
pertise and confidence, it |
paves the way Tor mean-
ingful careers, enirepre- |
nénrial success, and Long-
term econamic msiience
ko am ever-syalving wackd
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