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Why is the NEP undergrad course in chaos?

Wit s the challenges? Why are boh students and teachers sinuggling with the fourth year
srhaedule? B there extrs Tanding froan LG For the fourth s programime’ Wit st
infrasrocime? Why ane there frequent changes o goidelines: Wi lies ahead

Priscilta letara)

The story so fam
mliss fledgling fouraear undergradhuate
programme, reconmimershed 8 par of the
Saioital FEducarom Policy (NER), S0 has
reached a critical point. swith the firs
sfuclenis whi opées] &t fols-yar degress now in
thieir final semesier. The mall-ous has been
chaotc, 3= students and Boolly oope with
chumgng fuidelines, uncerainy regarding
learnang caricomes, and a severe shortape of
infrastructure, fumding and faeuiry,

What i the four year UG programme

The NEP 2020 proposed & compilete overhaul of
higher educaton in Indi. Among the changes.
rerommended was an expansion of the
gy s pradithonal thdee-vear badhiors
cegres sracture inco four years, aligned with
global stamdards, wath an expanded curriculem
intended b0 focus on Bexibliry, inmerd@scipinary
fearning, exposune o ressarch, and skill
oeselnpmend. Smdents woald have muliple
enery and exit options. After nne vear, they
coatld gt @ cerishoate; after fwo wears, o
clipioana; after thiee years, a Rachelar's degres;
and after (nar years, a Hachelor's degree with
hesnowars, or optioms such as honoles with a
restarch or encrepreneorship fcus.

sypulenis o
matl |

sullicicnil

iraindng or
dETTES
profcr
mnaccrial or
their fourh
vear of
rescarch’

& PULER

| The Lniversirg Gran e Commission (L0G0)
insimed its pusdelimes for 1his el a8 pait of s
Curriculim and Credin Framewnrk, in

| December 2002, Earlier tbat year, however,
several unhversites had already started mdling
Il Foir-vear programmes from ghe B 23
academic year, as part of the implemenianon of
MEP, inchuding fop central umiversities such as
Deihai Unarversity, Aligart Mislim Usdversiny
CAMILT, @il Amnbedbar Unireersiny. There are
thousands of grudents in these instilutons noew
in thetr fmal semester of snudy, The Karmataka

| Revertiment also annoanced s own

| implemnenimtion of NEF. and banohed furvear

acrass the Stace, in puhlic and

| private insiutions. A per later, the Union
govermiment annownced diar 305 universines
wirtEld eneol shadents indo fiar-year programmes
I 30234, including 19 conimal universites, 2
Shabe unseer=ies, 18 State privabe upreenites,
and o 40 dirmedeo-be umersines.

| Wisat hanve lweem e chaflenges?
In Delhi University alone, 25337 siulents are
o im Ehisir Fourth yess, sooorieg oK.
Raimabull, Desn of Academic Aaire About
L0000 o Bl haave chasan 1o complee 4
alissemaion or thesis, @ that they can eam an
hnniars with reseatdh dires. Thi: rest of the
sfuhents will coenplete et courseanck in their
fenrths year, inchading =&ill-based programmes.
wihile a few hamdred hie apied for an
enrepme i urship fonus, or a translaton or other
acaifemic projects. “The foer-year
Urnacderygiacliiste Progynmimi: i is curmenn forms
repinsenets @ meckery,” svs Saya joha, an
sesmmtant prodes=ar al fesus aml Mary College,
whio 5 a i of DU Aol Council, 2he
aays sluclomis are simoggding with “unreasceaby
wesenrch cancomies” g Giied by the uisseersay
anhiorices, imculing tha reculiemwen b
Sonpus-ndeed joarnal publications and
prreseyiations in iemationad of niticmal
i, Dr. Baimabals sovs this recuuiemmesa
s e bt alilused, wieh (e wnbversiny willling
1 AECE[L i Rt [Hesen i of suliinese,
withw actual rbilicaton, soudents, e,
vropnypikadrn £l B cliisnanl changes i
pulidieties fven gl ueiversity, sl il

i v

Dl chepiart el lier oflen been
comtrelicwry and disocncerting,

Sruilenes chi not enve aufSoiens training o
oo o proper maderials Sor their foarth year
uil research, e Madlisrl Sharma, who i part of
thie hisrary Gctilty ar Bharaths College, noting
that umsdergrad e are e allsesd pesearch
acresss B The Teen Murrl library, che Satiomal
Adetsaey, af the Mational Museurn, and Fucee
amly resrriced acoess eden m s Genaral
eferance Litrary, Monsowver, “beachers ane also
oeetiocdedd, research sugpervision B nod couanbed
&5 par af ifees workangg hoars” =5 Dr. Sharma

" AML, oiemr S0, of studers stayed on for
the Fourth year in mamy subjects, kading 1o
immense pressare o facy and
infrastructure,” says Aftab Adam, a membser of
b Acmdemic Coancil :;:'IL' 'ngﬂﬂ!
Programmes, we sigpdy do nor
pegisine kib Gcilites o support unsdergradiase
research. Faculty are comtirmiousdy appealing for
infrastruciire ard additonal teachers, bar there
is nor exzra funding trom LGS

“The vl vear programine = an eddicong
hurden 1o both the snucdene and the exchequer,
wEmply 1o ape 8 western mesdel There ja 8

Impeens from privae unsereinies,
el shingrly wsant 16 et obe more vear of fess,”
savs Navmeet Shanma, an educamon professor i
the Cenlral Unbeersty of Himachal Pradesh:, who
wiks aben 3 member af e Karmitaks State
Educaton Policy task force that recomimisided 2
returm o che traditonal cheee-vear degres
prosErarmine in e State froem 3004- 2025
ofrwards, “Kevping & fur-vear degnee
prrogramime widk] potentially reduce aooess
umnddergraduate educarion Tor the poor, the
socially disachanzagred growms such as Schidyled
Ciasbes, Solwshiles] Tribwed, wormi dl dudemnis
e mural aresas,” the Karsaic Educanon
departmieni sk in fx ooder ooabandon the
Todgr- il [PrOgT Ay .

Wi Bl Chuangges may el b pens bapch®

I Alam suggested that VGO ke feedhack fram
iy 2 shadeves i the tremches of the
Boir-vead prosTamme roadap He podedines o
e realivies. [ Rarnahall agrees that mere
mifraaruciury, especially laborhries, ane
e 1o fiiakos the o Vear Ogranne &
ETTR et anid pevonuswts that colléges apphy for
3 HEFA (bigher Fsucaon Finssmg Agence)
sy friamm the governimens hefome the stam of the
et academic vear, aned also seek funding from

et aich agences i
I w  Geld
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English is a
bridge, not
a barrier

Fluency in the language
still martters within
corporate, professional
circles; in the informal
sector, it is a practical tool,
not a marker of identin

in e 1970s delilsirmely plced an emphasls of
Imdian social reformers, constihmional s, ard
mmnru] histinries, gving children a more me
and selfaware education. Iy the 1550, ¢l
learned Sarkerit comprulsosiy, eead [
e i, ad grew up Bilingual or irthingual
pravve i on pubbc enaport. plaed cricke =

1 Indime sy i al

v ot s
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How UGC rules prioritise quick justice

he University Grants
Cornmission’s (LGC)
promotion of equity in
b}ra mﬂgﬂj:ml
HEEM' sradents and & Sadhu
aseeties). The matter finally
d the Supreme Court which
has put the implementation on
L Crpeaiion w0 the iepilation
margi Emlm the apprehension that
; adwvan . mr H]i.‘ll'lg
tage of the vagneness in the
newmlu might misuse the
" regulation to victimise upper
castes. This reflacts deep
fears that measires aimed at
pr 2 i'mgj'l.'l.ﬂd":e'm O section of
» the population could turn out to
be unjust for others

e o aeedy Juaike
an undeniable reality. Caste,
gender and religion-based
educational institutions e

muln'rﬁlﬂ'ﬂmrdﬂwm
necessity of such an intervention.
Thelr consternation arises fi

share a very complicated

relaticnship. Too slow, and It loses

meaning; too fast, it risks losing
Judgment altogether.

The 20125 "E-‘Emms' ist onL
swift redress, strict accountability,
and instintional co . mh’hﬂmr
sllence or inactlon, Complaints

|

HINDU (P-7), 02 MARCH 2026

is a former professor
of Jamia Millia
Elm fﬂrm-Er
Wice-Chancellar, and
has serves] &x am
adviser for education
Commission

i% & research scholar at
Jamia Millia klamaa

Students from
linguistic
minorities often
E'I:I1.1.mIE tow
translate
everyday
discrimination
into
administratively
legible
complaints

miust be acknowledged
concluded within rigid timelines.
This deskgn rests on a powerful
ption ~ that speed and
fairmess naturally reinforce one
another. Yet, justice systems
acToss the world suggess
utherwise. When urgency 1s

decisiveness begms i
substitute for deliberats
Mn;“mddﬂrm:duml
. rds create fear. Institutions
as weil as reputational damag
from complaints processed rapidly
HIﬂMIumM. The new regulation
a that the time taken in due
diligence and completing
institwtional inertia. It seeks 1o
ensure rapld enforcement by

Ilﬂmgh@-ﬂ- educatianal

Vagune process
The experience of 1.5, universities
during the 20005 is instructive,
Faced with the pressure to act
swiftly on campaus misconduct,
instirutions prioriised gm i
[k e g cvidentiry
unclear rights of
before Andings were sven
established. The backlash did not
arise because protection was
wnhut because the
process was thin,
Clearly, justice that moves
trust, That risk is magnified by
how the UGL regulations
distribute authority, They do not
mﬁrﬂﬂtm” Ftna]dﬁ.
Funlsltmmns hnpmedthmugh
g instirutional services or

disciplinary rules. Faced with the
threat of de-recognition or funding
withdrowal, universities sre
ged to prioritse visible

action over careful adjudication,
which produces fear, And fear, in

¥ environments, rarely
fosters justice.

irding privilege
with soctal realiry. The Ry i
i ent harm, articulate itin

uneventy distributed, Students
from rural areas, and Ii ¥
minorities often struggle to
mﬂhmm'}ﬂw = ;
Into admrinistratively leglble
complalnts, Meanwhile, those
with greater culfural and
I ional exposure, sometimes
from dominant sub-castes
protecied e within
The result §s & quiet parados. A
regime designed o am
W\m{ﬂmu;m
mﬂmﬂﬁtmmwmnr
F”mtswrmnm
classrooms, When academie
Judgment is subjected to
]FI ncedural clarity, risk aversion
Faculty the mast logical course.
S
.mﬁﬁﬂ?

perfurmative, Scholars descrit
this as compliance theatre, 3
phenomenon where organisations
learn 1o demonstrate reform
hierarchies.

Justice in universities mast not
be a race to the first response, It
should be a lang and difficult
mnmmmmdm
mmﬁﬂ.ﬂa@m

hlmﬂh}'ltr
mw“ﬂﬂm&mhﬂm <
equity will quietly and persistently

slip out af the room.
a2
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Life lessons from exams

With exam season upon us, an educator reflects on what students
actually learn and carry forward from this period of siress

thas hall, The momen: of
ot Balfucey tuoagh a
paper when che mind
geets blask and yet the
hemd keeps mawing. That
IMMHTIERT Mamers.

&fter the exam, the
masmaging dives pol sEop.
Duiside the ball, correer-
sations begin quickly

“Tha grassstion was ea-
" e *| think dhe srsw-
er ls opton £

Some stedenis lisien
i Tl wrseniled. Somi

(5

quintly walk away. Some
P on earpane even i
Bo muse % PIEFing
Chesssing not 1o partic
pale in st oOMrErsy
thons o effurd, [ 08 ol
avoidance, It bs self-con-
tral, amd masy enadens
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Netson Mance: regaeded educatiom a5
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An inLezesting statistic In 2024 India
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Lrainang infves, and opin-souice
afor jertinl lemmingyminchiks.

Whille several govermimie ., [ivabe
e pomibined initiotives ame arrving o
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education amd carcer advancemeal

T comiemporaey way of leaming
represents a seismic shill in educmion,
where sechnogy nots as 8 disnpiive
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socneorio i dnd peoprapdicl speci e
Desiden, remote leoming has also
decenimlizedthe specialisation of iche
et {83y SEOpiTYECTOr rure B
From umiversibhes o aeeieo citkes i even
the nemoesl villages

Teachems alko reip bemdis o they
TR P S TR TR kel
wstir exlsting rmaching methodokg:s
with additioeal errching conlend.

For woarnkding. professicnals, halanong
wiek and persofal asperion s has now
besanse eisicr than ever, as they Cain
puirsiss their passion withe relecating
or spending oo much
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Therole ofonlineeducationinbridgingtheurban-ruraltalentgap

Rage
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oomnectivity o enabde rural lkarners
1o Bocees the same digital leaming
ELEVSIRmS-as urhan studens— making
somdnte, porsonal ied skilling irutby [tz

Indusiry alignment: The core of
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scabe

&l skills, workplace behaviours, and
pencler inclusion st sit ot Che doe of
ewery g, Vernacular kEaming,
adapuive pathways, ond wobce-bosed
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Can Al assessments
enable better learning

Abhishek Gopalka and
Ruchita Brajabas

letthers@ hindustantimes com

For India to turn its demo-
graphic promise into an eco-
nomic reality and thrive in an Al
world, the Viksit Bharat dream
must be rooted in what happens
inside classrooms. Yet national
assessments show a persistent
learning crisis: barely 45% of
Grade-5 children can read ata
Grade-2 level and only about 31%
can perform simple division.
These sobering numbers show
that a systemic rethink is
needed; more of the same won't
do.The solution can start from a
simple premise: teachers should
spend their time and energy on
teaching, and the entire ecosys-
tem should enable that. Pairing
this philosophy with rigorous,
frequent cutcome measurement
=which in turn informs immedi-
ate classroom action — can help
teachers teach the right compe-
tencies at the right learning lev-
els. This is the essence of the
“Assessment-to-Action”
approach:Assess comprehen-
sively (all competencies), univer-
sally (every child) and accu-
rately, at regular intervals, with-
out increasing teacher
burdenClose the loop for the
teacher by converting assess-
ment data 'lls;snlma:snmli:ed,
COMpetency stdent-5pe-
cific teaching next steps and
nudgeslse the same assessment
data as the single source of truth
for all other stakeholders- from
parents to policy makers
Let’s look at Rajasthan as a
case study. The Rajasthan School
Education Department has pio-
neered the Assessment-to-Ac-
tion system, conducting
Al-based assessments of around
4() lakh students in Grades 3o 8,
two to three times a year since
2023. Under this model, teachers
take a photo of students’ answer
sheets on a mobile phone, after

which an Al algorithm —({devel-
oped by PlayPower Labs) digi-
tizes and COFTECtS TESpONses
with over 96% accuracy. Based
on the results, teachers receive
personalized recommendations
and nudges on which competen-
cles to reteach, which students
to focus on, along with compe-
tency-linked lesson plans, byte-
sized videos, worksheets and
more, The end-to-end experi-
ence runs on the department-
owned Shikshak app.

Early results are compelling.
Within two academic years, the
number of districts with more
than 50% of students behind
grade level fell from 18 to five.
Teachers report substantial time
savings — correction time has
dropped from 5-6 minutes per
child to under a minute. They
also appreciate the s’pﬁciﬂciw
and usability of the feedback,
and how it enables them make
classroom action more inten-
tional.

The state has also imple-
mented Al-enabled Hindi read-
ing assessments for 35 lakh stu-
dents using a tool developed by
WadhwaniAl These voice-rec-
ognition models score fluency
across dialects and accents and
feed results into tarpeted reading
campaigns such as Prakhar
Rajasthan. The state has begun
piloting Al-supported scoring of
subjective assessments with
PlayPower Labs; a study in Jodh-
pur shows promising results
with over 90% accuracy - an
important step toward assessing
reasoning and written expres-
sion at scale Practical lessons
about Al in public education

Several other states - includ-
ing Gujarat, Assam and Andhra
Pradesh - are Implementing
Al-enabled digitizaton in differ-
ent contexts, signaling a nation-
wide readiness to leverage Al in
school education reform. These
gains underscore three practical
truths about Al in public educa-

tion. First, Al Is most valuable
when it automates routine, time-
consuming tasks such as seor-
ing, digitization and aggregation,
so that teachers don't have to.
Second, data matters only when
can be done with it. A
closed loop that moves from
assessment to insight (where to
focus) to action (teaching aids) is
what makes a useful tool. Third,
success depends on state owner-
ship and human-centered
design. Tools that reduce teacher
workload, align with curricula
and are co-designed with educa-
tors are the ones that will be
adopted and sustained.

Regular, reliable, census-
hased assessment data enables a
system-wide focus on learning
outeomes, giving policymakers a
clearer view of what works and
allowing decisions to be based
on classroom needs,

One of the biggest benefits of
this granular, census data is its
predictive capacity: which stu-
dents are at risk of dropping out,
which interventions are improv-
ing outcomes, which schools
need more support. These
insights can make the social sec-
tor more evidence-led, data-
driven and accountable.

Rajasthan’s story offers a
pragmatic blu t not just for
education but for other sectors
too - showing how Al can be
used to digitize outcomes at
scale without increasing the bur-
den on teachers, nurses or farm-
ers. Only when children leave
school with conceptual clarity
and the habits of reading, rea-
soning and problem-solving can
they become fully contributing
citizens. The si mantra — ket
teachers teach, let Al assess -
may be the most radical and
humble step towards a truty Vik-
sit Bharat.

Gopalka is Indis Leader, Education
and Social Impact Practice, BCG &
Brajabasi is Principal, BCG
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" When Software Builds Software:
What Developers Must Learn Now

Akhll George & Sujit John | T

rtificial intelligence has
/ % generated both excitement
and anxiety among stu-

ents, fresh graduates and
mid-career professionals, particu-
larly in software development, Cod-
ing, built on structured logic and
repaeatable patterns, has proved
especially amenable to Al training.
As models grow more capable of
generating, testing and even debug-
ging code, many are asking a blunt
gquestion; what exactly should a
software professional now learn to
remain relevant?

Vishal Chahal, VP at IBM India
Software Lahs, argues that the an-
swer is not to compete with ma-
chines on speed, nor to abandon
programming fundamentals. It is to
elevate one's thinking, “Al is redefin-
ing soffware. Coding is only one part
of the software life cycle.” Dezign,
architecture, deplovment, support
and continuous improvement re-
main firmly in human hands. “Alis
redefining what you will do in vour
job (as a software developer)”.

Al CAREER EDGE

The productivity gains are real
and this has implications. In Cha-
hal's own experience, developers
can see “at least a 30 percent uplift
in daily coding tasks™. Essentially,
software can be built “ much faster”,
test cabes can be generated more
guickly, and iteration cycles have
shrunk. This means teams can now
experiment more freely because
they can fail fast and try again with-
out the same cost in time.

The deeper shift lies in how en-
gineers think. “Instead of spending
vour time writing code line by line,
you should be thinking about svs-
tems," he says. “How am [ designing
this system? What solution am I
trying to achieve? Once that clar-
ity exists, structured prompts can
guide Al tools to generate much
of the code. For students, the mes-
sage 1s not to discard program-

“Ai is not taking away jobs:
it is redefining what you
will do in your job. Software
development is not just about

toding — coding is only one
part of the life cycle. The super
skill now is how you convert a
requirement into a solution and
then Into a structured prompt.
Practise every day, stay
‘updated, and never neglect
your fundamentals.

Vishal Chahal |ve, B8 iNDis
SOFTWASE LaSS

ming languages either, even
if Al can write much of the code.
“We must continue to learn the
fundamentals,” Chahal says,
Understanding how software
inferaets with hardware, how pr-
gramming languages translate
Into machine instructions and how
systems behave under load re-
mains essential. Al-generated
code still needs to be understood,
validated and improved.

However, "coding itself is no
lniwtlmaunw akﬂl.?a

“The super skill is the a]:uiurmmka
a requirement, turn it intoa
solution, and then express that
solution clearly through structured
-pmmmll'

Vague instructions will yleld
vague results. “If you say ‘write
a good JavaScript program’, that
means nothing. You must define
what ‘good’ means — secure, el-
ficient, scalable, compliant. You
must specify the constraints.”

Chahal cautions strongly
against intellectual complacency |
as well. “If you offlead all your
thinking to these tools at the start
of your career, you will not develop
the ability to design complex en- |
terprise systems.” Building proto-
types with Al is one thing, design-
ing mission-critical digital infra-
structure is another, Architectural
judgement in this space is built
through understanding gained
over many years at the workplace.

Security and governance, he
argues, are also now becoming
foundational skills. With Al gen-
erating code and developers pull-
ing from open-source repositories,
risks multiply. “You must know
how ta build secure, governed
mlutiam he savs. Engineers

hould be able to scan for vulner-
ahﬂiﬂw. detect data leaks and

apply'responsible Al principles.
Chahal rejects the idea that

entry-level roles are disappearing.
“Juobs are not golng away. They are
transforming,” he says, Which is
why Chahal and his team at IBM
now look out for candidates who
are adaptable. “The hunger to
learn and the ability to unlearn.
That’s what we look for." he says.
Linear, narowly defined career
paths matter a lot less than evi-
dence of flexibility — shifting
domains at work, learning new tools
and embracing change. Chahal's
advice is to try and highlight these
competencies in your resume if you
have them.

For both young and mid-career
professionals, his other bit of ad-
vice is to practice daily. *Spend
half an hour or an hour every
day using these' Al tools.”
The objective is to be intimately fa-
miliar with them — to understand
the nuances of these Al models,
their limitations, and their rapid
evolution. Those who stay close to
the change will recognise the shifts
between one wave of models and the
next and will be able to adapt in a
cutthroat jobs marketplace more ef-
fectively because of it.
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Empower teachers to raise the bar

Their happiness and dignity can ensure sincere hard work in the classroom
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Theere wsis oo fkear, for § nesd Lo
kade the realitx

Tt was assiznied that mspection
r) wrmild dip =ith the adwe of
liberaiization and thiweahening
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ACRDSS CAMPUSES today, the message to
students is unmistakable: Learn Al or risk
beingleft behind. Yet, the question remains:
For how longwill today's tools be tomommow’s
advantage? The frameworks students
master in their first year often look different

and entire platforms disappear. In awn‘:‘l_d
where Al systems can generatecode, design

difficulty begins when responsiveness to

INDIAN EXPRESS (P-11), 06 MARCH 2026

InAl era. teach science, not tools

market demand displaces foundational

leaming, A curriculum shaped primarily by
employability can produce graduates whose
expertise is bound to current platforms
ratherthan durable intellechual frameworks,
What endures arross technological cycles
Is the ability to reason from fundamentals.
Sclentific training develops the discipline to
identify assumptions, trace causality, test 1i-
ism, and askwhether an answer is plausible.
Asautomation expands, the premium shifts
from implementation to judgeméent. And
fudgement is formed over years of grappling
not only with equations but also with the
constraints those equations must respect.
Technological success today isoften nar-
rated in terms of software breakthroughs
and algorithmic advances, Yet, ven flelds
that appear purely computational remain
shaped by physical limits, Mations that Jead

in Al today built their capabilities on sus-
tained investment in fundamental research
long before Al became commercially
fashionable, Technological dominance has
rarely been the outcome of short-term skill
training alone. The current Al surge stands
on foundations lald in laboratories that
valued curiosity as much as application.
This global pattern also has local impli-
cations. For many years, the Indian IT story
was builtonbecoming the world's execution
engine. That mode] created large-scale emi-
ployvment and strengthened the middle
class. Yet, itwas also heavily dependent on
routine and process-driven work, and rou-
tine is what Al is beginning to absotb effi-
clently. If universitles continue producing
engineers trained mainlyto operate existing
platforms, they risk tying student futures to
ashrinking segment ofthe value chain. The
next phase of growth will not come from

usingtools more efficiently but from design-
ing new ones, which would require moving
from execution toinvention.

The central question around education,
then, is which intellectual foundation re-
mains rellable across decades of technologi-
cal upheaval. Mastery of current tools may
open the first door, but mastery of prin-
ciples determines how many doors remain
open thereafier.

The argument is not against modern
skillsbut against reducing education totran-
sient technical proficiency. Technobogies will
eontinue to evolve at an accelerating spead.
The laws goveming enefgy, matter, stability,
and causality will not. An education
grounded in those enduring principles pre-
pares students for repeated reinvention ina
world where change is the only constant.

The writer is associate professor at BITS Pilani
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From Indian rootedness to global Competence

The implementation of NEP-2020 has ushered in a positive transformative shift, positioning the Indian higher education
system to align more closely with the evolving demands of the 21st-century economy

RAMA
SHANKER
DUBEY

Thee Indian bighes educacion system |5 undengo
e & sk ransformaticn, sShifting from a the-
grecical, colomial-2ra mindset and rale-fearmang
moded 1o an indis-cenemic famework that takes
pride in nation's rch culeral heriage while
ambracieg experienal Ieaming, skill desselop-
meeni, innevaton, and entrepreneurship, This shim
forsers a mane dynamic, sef-reliand, and global-
Iy et SCaderic BIosyIiEm.

Thie foeus Of thie National BEducation Policy 2020
[MEP 3onoh on the helistc developenent of Sbu-
derts by Incorparating Indian valaes, eOnics,
guties, and the integration of the indizn

gysbeen [K5] Inbo-ourmicula, has signif:
icanthy indsenced che develaprvent of national
ponsosausness and cultural rootedness amang
srudents, cherehy strengthenieng nationaistic
feeling 2ad pride i indiar dentiey.

Thiz greas ediscatianal instibetions of andent
iefiz Tandla, Malanda, ard Vikramshils were
founded upan the principbe of holistic devebsg-
ment of stodents - the development of mind,
by, intellect and soul, Famous Indian educa-
tional philasaphers such a5 Swam| Vivelananda,
Madsn Moham Malaviya, S0 Aurchindo, anc
Resieckanath Tagore consisnenily emphasised
that i cenim| alm of education shoald be the
hiosri: developanent of students.

Thee 15 i the mast ancient and the mast rchly
endowed heriage in the warkd. It embodies an
estraordinary confloence of spirinaalisy, science.
art, loge, anda profoand phicsophy of e, I has

NS i dewoted bothe parsuit of truth and
v welfare of humanity, The principal pillars af
S &e the Vedas. e Lipanishads, and the philo-
sophical restems |Darshanas).

.,.1:.,":‘5 ;:mnmm the world six distinct

understanding reality-these
are s stx classical schooly ul'plulgqmn.}m the
ane hand, we rose 10 the ktlest heights of
Spirrual resisation; on the other, our revered
Riskis &nd Acharyas lald the foundational
princples of mathematics, chemimry, phuysics,
ESIPONOSTY, mm. BT e, FONETANCE,
:menmr:nul wibiics and warlous domaing

s wickely FeCoERised acmss ithe globe thae
Vs CommTinuRn primary sourc cf both spiethe.
& and worklly knowdedge. With the incorpors.
dan ofithe great invensions and istelectusd can.
mibsrtiones of anclent India Into present-day car-
ricula, such as the refenenca o e disooverny o
fire by RS hi Alsa i i Lhe A Yajarveds;
the surgical prinopies of Acharya Sushrut In the
Sushinata Samhita (600 BCEL Uhe (ohcepts of
anomic theany, gravicasion, and motion described
Ery Maharshl Kanada in the Valsheshika Darhana

LI iamipininidi

PROBLEM-
SOLVING SEILLS

-

P writes |5 Format Wice
Chasoels, Cevval
Urhviridty of G bt

| JEEE—.
| T -

e

160G BCEL studenis are developing grester
national pride, cowrage, sefreliance and confi-
dence in the fcheess-of our national intefsC -
al heritage and respect [of bla's chlisatonal
legacy, Beyand reinfordng awaneness of India’s
civilitationsl contrbations o ol
edge, the rapid integration of K5 Info acodem-
Ictmrtuamllrcbirﬁ:nundmmllmmz
caurtiys fich Intellectual traditions sCr0ss
diverse felds.

The Implemencation of MEP-2020 has skgnif-
cantly rearienmed ihe skill develodment Bond-
scape within Higher Edurasion nstibeticns
|HEIS)L The imtegragion of voLananal educacan
ino minsoream curticula, along with the intro-
ducticn of kil enhandement

sabring skills. The oredit scoumuiation metha-
mitsm enabled by the Academic Bank of Credits
| ABC) Fcibnanes likslong aming ard conginuows
skill upgradation, thereby enhancing leamer
modicy and idﬂ-pﬁnh"ltjl. T‘I'll:ntj‘ﬂr![ CeEmiury
=halls suck 24 digital profic ienoy, creativity, lead
mh-p.indtll‘ﬂ:-ulm&ftﬂm{m
patencies for efiectie participation i monl-
edpeadriven globed pronomy.

Tohvabe studenis with £ihal compsten-
et iLis fnpeeratee i produce Bigh-quakity grad-
yates specialised in critcad felds such a5 artifi-
clalintellgencrAll, machine kaming dacs ane-
hytics, cybersequniny, semicondudion, green
ENETEY mranstion. el

This pecpuines reoriEnting our oorTsoula i indor-
posabe intensive pracrical, hands-on training in
{hase areas, India i Fime 0o NS HEL tal
conatsteny produce excepbionsl Eient inAl and
coenpaier scerce ar mamy of such gradustes
are oEventy amang ke [eading Innoamtors
and techmologists in Sliknn Valle: Encouragingly.
s long-standing trend of ounwand migration
s beginning fo reverse and we have fo rear
ithis highiy skalled rabent poal, enabling theem @
difve innovation amd creste long-em walue
within India. :

&l inrovation labs are being estabished
across majar Indian bedhmolagy hubs, position-
ing the: coumry 0o emerge as a ghobal cérire of
pxcplience in Al-powsened considring, advanced
analytics, oyber dedenoe operations and educa-
tan. This underscores india’s growing strabegic
role In the global Al ecosystem. Al-led oyber

research hubs established in

coudses, experiensial learming
inbemeins, aponentceships, and
praject-based learning, has
skl competency

acquisition, helped bridge indus-
try 4 k3 gaps, and enbanced self-relisnce, lrno-
wation, amd emphoyabilicy, The Pradhan Mantr
Matlonal Apprenticeship Promation Schems
[PM-NAFS| i e onacial In prometing struc:
tured apprenticeship programs, impaming
indusirylinked wamnzlmm.gsﬂemﬂ&
mrudngmpﬂ.ﬂi sy SNk
de?l:_'l.ﬂ-ﬂ{l-h}m fastensd o srong startup
cuirure witkin HElS. Initisthves such as Samup
Indie, the National Imnovation and Startup
Pollcy [MISF] of the MEnlsry of Educarion,
Gowermiment of indis, the Alal Inncration Mission
AIML and wariceas S Smrup Folides have ook
lec vty adreleraned e developimen -.:l'ﬂléh'an[
Entreprersunial econystems on campuses. From
ap?n;:drrmh' 400-500 startups n 306, hdda

has groswn o over 2 [akh DFRT {Department for, Jinapaoside

Pramatian of dusty and niemal Trade)
recagnised startups a8 of December 2025
miaking Incia the thind-largest starhup ecosy@iem
I the warkd

iy fostertng fexble curriculiar stractures and
anatiling cross-disciplinary mobilicy, NEP-2020
wgmﬁﬂﬂamﬂﬂ competers
ies, including crikcal thinking COTITAE
pikcation, digital literacy, and advarded probiem:

lencting indian tech citles hawn the
potenial roplaya prootal rolein
safeguanding critical digsai infra:
structhure and strengthening
natkanal cyber resilience. Al pos-
sesmes significant transformative potental in
higgher education, enhancing the quality of
teaching and lesming, strengtheming nesearch
capabilities, improving admin|strashwe efficienr

oy, and expanding stoessibiling
Al fam asEist I carrkulum Sesign, reak
tirme skills Esseszment, and the efiiective man-
apement of Smar campuses. Howeves, a5 a
miatter of caurian cae has e remembser that the
Irdian vision of education does not mtr::mr
I

Irstian higher ediscation system 1o align mare
clasely with te eviving demands of the 21at-
CENNy eromoeny. 1L Seeks bo nuriune SUGents
whio [ake pride bn Indian heritage whiln stmid-
taneoushy developing global com and
critical pwenity-frst centusy skills essential for
meaninghal empoyment, lead-
esiiip, and the efective reselution of comgplex
ghobal challenges,
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The universalisation of Al

If India is to emerge as a genuine leader in the age of artificial intelligence, technological ambition must be reinforced by
academic integrity, high-quality research, and strong institutional standards

PESMINCES G088 Bl impede (5 pace
aof change, and e infent of the MEF-
HIF) i® pur into practioe, forgeming
aveidable differences that cresp in for
renf-academic considarations.
THEMEPOI0 assuras e avail
absty of mothared, energised and
capable faculty, Aler fve years al
Impementacian, the seenario s sl
deficient in the avallabiiiey of ade-
quiae facuity evon incentrad govern-
men-managed jnstitutians, The
avallabality of faculty in seate-
managed unbvessiches s, ta say the
feast, disappaintmg. Bn mekt of e
cases, the Vice-Chancelior requires
permission fram the Stane govern
ment secrecafial to make &
SNPOSTIINRNL @en BZaArst M posts thar ane
Slready sancrioned 1o the urdsarsityl Mast ol
these unibverities ame starved of resources, both
of Blrastnecture and perionnel. Aubonomry
excRpions apart - stands reduced o a cypher.
Abci e privete deemning unhverdies, less il
the hetmer, Thee minority Insteuticns establishisd
under the canstintional provisicns are

o

The India Al Impact Sumemit, bedd o Fesn sy
1621, 20, actracted considerable arertion e
anly within the narion but akg inzermationally
I P inspiingd fusmeeenys YOUNEE REOple, entr.
preneurs, maltinatonals and, expecedly, the
doyensaf the workd of commerce and hassiness,
The evera enhanced india's global rputation as
alead ration, ot anky In acceping and utilising
mew ki id g, but also iy its resalve to play a
leadership role in creating new N
adequate mshpower Embued with sciennific
temger and dedicated to the ssarch for Trurh
Tapexiperts gathernd far the evem weTe sy
emvEsioning the implications of rapidly expand-
ing M horiznoms aftes the aral of A1, and thess
degarve incishee BEC * serutimy. Clearsy, Alland it
aﬁuumumudhmtamnapreherui.rm[
0F every aspect of humman lile, The chaming so

fier the mobile phome, But far A1, chatbots, new
Bodgpets, ardl fiusch manel ust recall By the
e avallabiiny of a mobie plone and Wi-F

mned the entre leaming scenaria, the
sl scenarin, and much moni A3 e mabile
P Made s prewende et child ren god ghued
o Serins concerms wWers expresserd on veskos
LuUngs by concermed parents on how damaging
% irpasctwnisld e oo ther studSes — and mors

Eleally ‘tslands bn iscbatian’, ma

Eenerated has alresdy begun EEILHE;:T oy THE NEP-2020 than that, on thelr growing up. COVIDAO  Bn : awm way, .
mmt A bl sL s ASSURES chareged it all just upside-dows! Onfing beach. IFthe unkversaiizarion of Al is o he ackeyed

conzidn EONCEM @Merfng belom e W Ing Decame a grear sumpart to cnsune the con- withoa! depriving a sizesble numbor of yeung
leamsers, parents, societies arw the nations, I s AVAILABILITY OF  tirvuiny ol the process of education and studies  persons in Bigher educaBan, sven the achaal
mw-ﬂmn&hﬂmmmm MOTIVATED, It cough tEmes. Parerdal attitudes changsd  teachsrs Rae to be In 3 Peistian on 3 regufar
oo mﬁ” Berofme mare demanding in ENERGISED AND : ﬁ{uﬁuﬁmﬂ.ﬁéﬁmﬁiﬂm basis, andin the right ranil Qe

ime being mizkile newsd o the disz aspects th

O the sidelires, the Summit also witrsssed w:fLE FACULTY. replaced by coaning children to "mal;ljtn:hn mp‘n;:s I:I'h_-l:lu";'“::
"osw & Babot Dag - purchased from e market, "TER FIVE sperd more Gme on mobile the cecline in the redibiity ol the
but displayed and claimed as congeptualised, YEARS OF studies! One had personally regulslony bodies acnoss the
tested and produced by a private deemed uni. IMPLEMEMNTATION, obsrved how scciery ook it

VErSIy BmeTged s anembamassing aspectin an

SINCE 1845

e iEseif to come farward and —— e
nﬂwﬁe_lnmlm enironment. For anyone THE SCENARIO IS Lk assist the chikdrem wi fiesded mﬂ:ﬁﬁﬁm
familiar with quality concerms, it would be agn- STILL DEFICIENT v gadget SupQan, sity and much moee ane earmed, apart Somthe
nasing: to wish |t away as ore of the glibches that IN THE Az Al gets universalised. the workstaon sce-  prescribed syllabil This fust cannc be tgraned)
LTEER IMto SUCh Major intemational gatherings.  AVAILABILITY OF  nario would again change drastically, and Al ENRSE G pects ane being menored as signil-
IEwos b b irmeprudient on the pan alithe higher ADEQUATE shanrg Wil remain necessany oven in the lcanit tangitle pedagogacal changes are already
edUCITion SYem not (o e | &5 an eye-opener, FACULTY EVEN  O™EIRg context. institutionsl collabaration  taking place ak each stage. and &t an unprece-
particulasly for 2 those entrusted with prepar Wikl Bbcome much mare prominent in the  dented pace. Whatewer i acoepted in e policy
ing the shwad in schoals, colieges and IN CENTRAL years ahead In the changed envimement, the  mwst be put inbo pracoion in Al nd at tee sar-

ties. Undortunately, this aspect did ma GOVERMNMENT quality of education, paiculaty of innovations st There are lisues of equisy and indusion the
recenss the aitention E desenad inthe medis, and MAMAGED ared reszarch, Maist altract serious astension. s Canied be sddressed H the gap in the ity
lzamied aiculstions on It. The Robot Dog hasedu INSTITUTIONS During the pesiod 2002-25 cthe IITs cofective-  of education mparted in instiruticas of kigher
rated us on the dedine in the moml and eihical

Iy appled for 555 pafents. and gof 2,806

approved. Darieg the same period, B desmed

1o e undversity thas a mraceed alertion because

of the Rabor Dog applied lor 3,293 patents, got

oindy 2 approwed] The oo pa rative success rabes

:::-iuhﬂ 0.8 per cend] Ths |5 an eye-opeter
the

fitre, smd also the need ko senutindss the scemasio
Ifi berms: of quaality and excelience jn educstion,
ard particularty Figher education.

foonrding 10 & tertative sstmiate, India has
arowred 1.1 <12 billlos mobile and almost
the same number of et peple,

education remairs oo glaregly disnaibbingl A
nation that has creaced 5, TS, @S, [UsEcan
ﬂmﬂunhmm:rnwmh:; PR A
ularty apposnced Boylny of 3 couple of academicd

Thire ane severad other implications that could
Impactthe Eenank, fockal conbext,

roasghily AT 3 UbEracy sale of 300 The

Isation of education is wof & disiant dresm, bur
e Fse ol the mobiles fom angund & mens ompe
millicn anly in J000-62 o their ushersalisation
indicares the pace of change that is the majer
charactenistic of the 215t cencury.  The mobde
phaome has sucoessiully Integratnd lself as a nec-
efgary componant of every Indmiduals B
Coinsequeen iy, the Mcinatian I'I.Ihl'himln-rmu'

regaiatory bodes im higher educatian, Al
B ooty ETeDkIn g BT e dicms of zu:_llx:urrmtg
ﬁlﬂ&m&ﬂmmﬂunhﬂtﬂ ETUshe
'MEHWMW and repaapedy prombed
- equality of cpportumity is srot achieved merety
prowviding acoess and enrolment] rdia's ins
tlaties in Al are being gobally appreciated; aur
higher education institutions are moving ahead
in e fght directionwich reasonabiy ac
S Thee nation mast onsure chat the Eck of

anad aapeots: [ic)

wi-munE

Thie ceneral govemment, chnoawgh s warkces .
tedies amid instibations, aunched several vared
SOCOUREEAAE PICEr AT 1ar argniing ar) re-
orieniing acidemics, which have created post-
tim bripacts, baat iratinutions reed an adegasee
miumber of aradeenics i s ensune guality, oo
wvatians and excellonce. Muds more activity |-rl-
e duracion secoor revs to become wisible in

the moeiths and years ahead.
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THE LIVING STREAM
Putting Al
initsplace

v el sl e s el AL TsRsCN
Aﬁ'l tr L Ly TR TR lnritgee |---.--I'Iu;|||ru|:ll'||'.'il'r
b gl Wil neet? i the il Wieereae il coaky

pranmmice s deni themime e proilipns o s
etk A bove prinie s sk e dunare ul conpibmgraedn
g difenh

Amdehearhere st aliboguines |0l e B ey e I
ik s s .l.|'|1|'|1r||1n,-\.g--=..||=|.||.'|_-.l|-|1-I_|.||II|-I:I'|!-I'|Ll.llkililijld.l.'I
arsgelin AL I allad qhiis, Alagmes sl ansiogqable frece

Al ipchissig s sme manbe, sl o used by s e rlore.
Al sevpe T respamsilile acgnn chessdy erisbad sa vy Sop What
ilieseiedhmolsrsseck inasoip, hns b=y b mcadihlc
ot Fiv s il whe el consecpas s ane o ehi ok imacralic
fike ool sitivss, werefine, vl paitile isesim. Jisd sienoe
keezal profies il interisninmal prasser games. appral i dires
Al innawsaticers withous wsy reggant for ethics, the revent nofusal
ol Ao, I_I!-ilu:..._ql_.'.lnl:wl-l||'mr,|||ﬂ'rnﬂln'l:".‘-.ﬂ]-l.'llml.'
[hepartment 1o depkesits Al vechnology o v b g AT
Aldlinected weapans s o decade independsmly of huemnan
supervisiog and for the i es surveilline: oo ifs it b kept
s hiies of Al From grting edipsed.

The calursl aistude swmrds ATneeds 1 hoomme loss fearful
and epnescent, aind mare demsnding of socialaccountakelit The
ownersanderemsofAleechnolngiesda sarive tnmikn themmone
el e e izt and fess istake-prone. Ban this quest 10 ke
the Alseehnnbogies mose and more rifia blebasso go somg with &
pnnHumﬁ:-rmnfhuwt-mmmsuhwrhmnnd bring i podics
reasines that donotks thetr consequences besodd ally destructree.

Conskder the af mass job losses that hangs arouiid
fike a1 oot i rosbalic eliscussioss an AL Peaqiks wiha bave sudied
thiss mahject prant nur that massve kol will not ccor i whe
near fufsire since the adapton of Al nesds
tirrse. Plus, the revnimval ol jo'bs maame anss
can come abong with n rise in demarnd for
julas i ather, newer aress. Well-organised
employer unions can also negotiage with
rhew manzgesnent o decide onthe mamre
and terens of Al use i their wodkpdass in
s thateonlinge foengape hyman beings
mearringhilly inthe workplice.

Nt aes peersiinns, wel Fare exaes ancd ather
kindz ail socinl sabety nets emerged in the

Gowda Ethy cemaury tooffer socialins e inthe
Thie Vichashils rcically iwew cirrLm s tanoes b
Profeay kobsfor by industrinlisation, new Jands of social in-
rewwaysofiooking  steanoewill beame neossary o imagine

@ tvaddressthe mstinmonal changes emerg-

AChandé ing b thewake of generative A,
CodiTs What new responsitiliies cam e gov
erpnens take on o pddress e Al-induced
iy e | svtucsr market Hiorroam businisses profiting [rom
Alh wmzmmlmmume
pome necessary? Wharnew sodial, coonnmic and policical rights
cani the citirens emvasion 16 secure for themeehves dignity aed
welbeing i the charged et Quesionslike these need snen-

gage the publc imagination alongsice all ek,

The energy-gazling Al dara centres, whnich are mseting their
elevgricily ek from energy soureeslike ol naluralgas, wired,
soler, hydrorelecrieip and muschear energy, b adided anew ene
prgy dhnamiic in the presont. making the susrainabe vess of Al o
AN e,

'|'.heiu'||:q.|:rnf.u;|.|'r|11hu-:h-:nllﬂql:uﬂrrmml:nmﬂ respartihly
differ seenifindd imoaunitrics ke Tndia, where iligin] pechmesde
priesare a.:n_—s.n'hl|_-|:q,|;|||,;.n.1.-|'|.-p-:¢,|_'1|||||.h'r|l|l.-.“ s RN
s el foor sl iy, Those realites demand ey meas
mgH_|1u'H‘|.|'|:|lu|j:|'|'|||,'|||||urp.'l'ﬁ.:‘:-\.mll.'-ﬂ thee palicy shilsbaslisibs
eIl gl fisbwe v thaighil Far s, The it une e
the planiners i hift the “surplus il (i sl s co
i by pramnrn ruval yeilh o senace (R itk ot will
szl g U Whai's the pani o armmiing e fin
jules i Al will dsperes wlt? Wesstines g pesbeine anl crenie
e it kol aness ke bt by s
(il agee il Al

wTiad i Al canibib a s owii U mieTL v ilnci bl i
it eren i Lienliney Himii, e e et | P e T | AT R
.ﬂ.l'u-.--url'nuﬂ-ﬂlllul A sty st ek 4l b
ulili |-II||-|||-'|mm|.||u1.'_'|n|||-||w-h'l| w e B, i pesabglen bag
fedepsii bl byl s S VT iy v bk
B Al s il il oikere | on's kgt
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Akhilesh Aver

ndlam sudens =
pirtng Tor academic
Ccarvers aflen annes
Eraduaie (el
Erammmes excied abou *fic
mally doing real reseanchs,
oy oo realise thar it de
mands far mane dun chiy
epeictid. Dndike  iifcier-
Eracduate rourseEwnk,
where pregenis come wich
predefined  mypics  and
aimuciured guidelines, &d
vatced ressarch requires
shsdenis to frame chesr
ouT questons, e -
peTamens, arabes unf-
miliar detssets, think crti-
mvigmie  ethical
prmnmk and coommued-
cale: firdisgs with clarity.

Difficult transizhon
This mransidon is especiilly
Al 8 A sylein where
arwntfc temper. a walue
roxed in criccal in
mﬁlr:lmmlﬁiad thinking
= not cahvased carly o
congimgnily, Many s
denis enooier real e
search expectations much
Larer rthanm their Elerg-
rianal pesrs, which makes
ﬂwwlrnpu:ﬂp:rwsm
MUE war ﬂl-ﬂh‘ltl:l‘m
This razes a critical ques
tion: Are Indian sudents

Are Indian universities preparing
students for the world of ac: ia?

n:lﬂ:.'uw_
ExpaTimsitation, daiz in-
erprEation, or protem-
solving.  Practical  work
despers undersia
'-Iﬂdlh!-l-"l.'.;tﬂ.ﬂlﬂjl'i axh g
applyving knieadisdpe to fed
probiems and wanslerring
skills - aoross  disciplines

Surveys e show thet slu-
dents value proctical re-
search exposure and wenl
more opporanities,

Wide variation

Pockets of mece e e li-
il Imchia has mare than
43K} msTiures aTering
undergraduate and  posi-
gracduaie degress hit only
a fration are ressarch-in-

wull, early ressarch prepa
TEOEMRE  WEries  widely
acroas the coonmry. Even
L] malnieg Pl
Erammes sk, sHudenes
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report the need for more
1il-?p'!!hensr'-'-:‘ and uu-E-

?mlﬂm]m ¥
dia has a vast pool of -
kimtied stisdents buat ns-
temic gaps Im early
research esposure affect
their academic progres-
Shom ET| Elohal

CORTIHET I PAETHERS

Inclia has loegg e ppled
with hiraln draln with limit-
o cpporanities, outdated
mfrasimacture, and nsulfi-
cient pesearch  fanding
comtriliating 1o this ol
How, Coumires like Chima
show this trend <an b e
wersad. Througgh mitiatives
wach s Thousard Talemiz

Plasn {TTF), scientists were
provided with genetous fi-
nangial Incentves, warkd-
tles research  [acikties,
elice sefsonl optons and

highly suppeetive enviran-
bacaat-

fogical reseseh
crpshileies. Indis & alkss
creanhe oomducive respach
eflmnments  1bar  offer
stromg Nanding, moderm in-
Frastsucture argd
careel InCendves to retaln
and sttrace Giler,
Imiermalicnad PustgERil
sl progrmmes iypacaly
amsumse  that undergrml
Laes rorseas 5 bascdine ol

in ElPﬂ‘“'!i tal design
amd  Esmillaricy
wih ethics. This puts ma-

my Indian stundenis an a dis-
not becaase of

Ramking

(HIRF) sy pedoritise high-
ipashily ressarch and ses-
demisindustry collabor-
Fitne The Ume Maton QOne
Subscripekom (0M05) initg-
Hhd aims to widen soccss
bo scientilic ligsature, -
caring students from di-
verse INsinisone s leam
and explore deas on par
wiih glchual peers. Ther &
Eronadng emphazis an Al

and digital lie FeCog-
mdﬂijﬁmu |r'::il:-rr|. o

iparch redquires Bimiliasy
with advamced tools and
rechmolagies. Thess deve-
Inpmenes shoew 3

recogmition 1hat research
readiness and  aclencific
temper should be founds-
chinal elemends, not skalls

poguired] later,

With the world's lugest
yauth population and 8 ra-
pidly expanding higher
ddlucaticn  SFEREML,  SUS-
fained  imvestment  and
lang-rerm paliey (ncus are
essendial. Ejually oetical is
ensuring the eficcriveness
af thess jimesinenis. For
example, while 0ONDS
barings & st wlluuum ul
subscription §
der ame umbsclla, 1 I--ml
impact will depend on how
easily rescarchiers can dis
ooves, navigite, am use
the ontemt.  Priosiy
should be ghven e smbed-
ding hands-na praject ap-
poitunities in isndergmul-
usle currioula, upgrading
laboratories and  eguip-
ment, expanding updansd
iralndng mnoddels and ensar-

equitable access 1w glo-
radarch  resources,
Equally inpomanr i cultiv
aing sciniific temper, re-
search etbocs and inpendss-
ciplinary problem sohing
capallity froen the earfest
siged @il higher educaan,

Omce Indiz comenit 16
thise  mforms,  siudenis
will encer  posgraduane
prograienes with geeater
tonfidence. Maore mpor-
tanchy, rthe mamon will
quip the pext generation
af researchers not ol ta

Thee st bt 00 2 Cantas
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The knowledge

economy of the
futureis powered

by nari shakti
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S st o Vil Hivasa, ane althe miad sgréficant shifis
Iery it grerwing piesenon-of women in Soenee, Tech
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defirrste Furedbedge evoresp alte e,
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RED weckizre and tasgeed
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- CHAITANY A
ﬂ- K PRASAD
In Febraay 2000, Movw Dolhi did rar mieredy
s e herioegy ConviR e, Hstaged A chel
saticnal argumoens. A% the India Al Impact

1, global policvmnakers, scierdists
resieurs, ethecises, gl dipbamats did
rher o debate art e lhpenoe iy

raal; iy gathersd 1o canfrone . qusstion
et will defme the century: What kind of
Intelhiperoe shenild shape hymaniy's kaure?

Wyhat seged Trom Bharar Mandapam
was ma] anorher declaraton of Innowvakion
sUprEMmacy Or a race s computabidanal
we. Irshesd, the world witnessed
isa arriculazion of a philosophiceE archaec-
rurg Fo &L Frime Minsder Marpndra Hodi's
BAA B B brifee & ITA e rk thar netramses
artificial int=Rigenoe ol 3% an indusimy. buk
HEErronal promedL

For pyer & decade. global Al disceutse has
hee shaped rpehy by bad poles:iechpolog
il aceeleramonism aikd regulatony anseh)!
e celebrated wfale and speed; e GEOET
feared loss of concrol. The Indis Al Impact
summit reframsd che corme AT ENTINEY.
It premased rhat che teal dehaoe is reEsther
spsss] fOF TELTaimT, ol purpose.

Smservars acress conrinents realed 3 Srlk
i shits. Deebegates did not ledve speaking
bt Endia infras muciure o markes aons
Thery left speaking Inds’s anguage of Al
crRics, inclusion, souerelgnoy. Erust, and
psiic geod. M dipdamatic Corridors -|'IE_I
wafd aquiet anSEn A b g o larm: India
had noduced not 4 policy srance, bul 8
wecabulary. And yeoahalary 15 power,
S mayms Gelires the erms of & ghobal
coamvertarion shEpES 5 D ecrory

The acronyem MAKSY, Mo al sysiems,
Accouniabde gowemenie, Mational soeer-
elgrify, Accesuinie &1 Valld sysiemel sy
gppear sdministradive ar first gance. in
ripalicy, i i3 grchileciural b receganisas how
nackns Sancepealise mislhifEnd e Sy iEE
and fhedl pla s 10 SOy,

{Fackia’s Insisten oe that faimmess, ranspanen-
. amd human ceersight be embedded inlo
Al from e classroom upwand signads a long,
1erm siranegy. Ethical leracy is being it -
valed 35 a2 chic skill not 4 1echnical afer
rhoughi. The Gainness Worid Record pladpe

campaign, Neany.d QuaTer, milion comsmit-
mpale iR 74 Binorss demmnetrated ~thaf
L e (O i § HIrY

rip 300, crare bmdadd Hishon embeds
owersighi iNio compute AU B4, IOl
deployment, & pabi, sechor uiegs Thik
signialt 1o the weorkd ] EnEsr e reod the EneaTy
al mneatha i is i I|!|IIII
i thee Al ape ST REND 15 MNPt not
ek i EETitary b i data, algarshme arsd
chipes. i’ grash hoe domistic campste
capacity, semiconductor mesadactunng, and
wppure dasasels rllects adodinee of open col-
parstion wah sirateps mEependenio, 4
msadal Increadingly sttractive oo moiddhe
powers wary ol iechnadegical dependency
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MANAV: The civilisational blueprint for
the age of artificial intelligence

{macita’s Dgival Fublic gnfrasnuctu ne, shared
compaie portal, Gt repontones, amnd
sUpETampEsing ReTWorks resdefinie BUCERS
erofdamics. By irwering bariers ir slamups,
sendencs, and mesearchers, ndia posidoms
A not as a luxury iessace buras 8 publ
wtiliy. The mvisiage nesonafed Srrongly
acrpss thie Globad South: rechnodagical
paeadress nend not deepen indgqualny. &l a
rima when deepfakes threaten electsany
and syniketic fradia Blurs breth, s neg-
wdatory defeirion of Al genesoeed Confent and
imEmenn N audineeg tools signal a dedshae
seance:! egitimary must be eginiered, noc
avsuanied. This ransfoamg
Engsl fron & philoseghical
ancepd inka @ fechaical
specilication. 16 SammsL

pompelled gobal ghseners

Fist, indfia s notatiempt- |
Ing ta replicage &ldcon
Walley or Shenchen. i & building 2 fhind
rncad, riwitsacional A where tec s logy
deartnjuwrenr by algret] Wi O G v e
i o il cilinem, ik patal i wellare
il o i s D pthac il Wiheoiree, slaxh
al I Iy, brlias ahiling B plemes
i bk fee clggital inlrasiruciure af pojeeacsn
sede demonddrales 1hat imass adoption and
preciial sa Tzt e recet vty el
Thied, A leachensdsip 4 o Sanged delingd
withehy By paents OF camipaine clusiers. 19 s
delined by nanrative authoring. By presentieg
a roheenent moral romiesork, Indla posEioned
il a4 & (Baughl ader in shaping B e
world thinks abaut isdelligence itseif,
Hizstoricaly, rations inMmepced the waord
Illl-uu:lll:ullure.I:radn:.n:-rmillraq,l poraer. Im
rhie 2981 Cenbeny, mluence increasinghy Bows
shrough mechnabogical rorms. just as gkabal

8 e B P U O O TR0 0 0 R w0 R L R W 0 o i i

I RATIE O L]

1o recagnise three rea®@ies | A FTIFICLAL
SEsout India’s Al irajedtry, | iNTELLIGENCE

finance onie adopoed Wesienn mgulanony
srandards amd inderfatsonal diplomacy
adomed L vocabulary, Al goesmance |3 now
entering a phise white conceptual frame-
works will srandardios globally. The Dedbyi
sumnmit suggested that India's vorahuiany
miay becorme Fhat sLasgand
Already, palicympkers fram multiple
reging are studying |pdia's Al govemanie
puadelines, publs compate models, and
erhical Irarmewarcs as emplaies sdaplakse
in MhEir o coeviexes What makes (b
tnckan approach persuashe 15 nol the e b
replicebieny. M designed for Councies ihag
L3k il Jodlar labs bt
HesseEs Fiman capital and
ambation
Thie geeniius of the MANAY
yislom lies in |5 undversali:
by, 10 is Culiurally fodaed gl
wlobalty gkl W15 grnc-
| ples, Ethics, accoanbabeity,
soMRTRIENCY, Arcessibiliny,
legittimacy, are values vy sooeby eeinls-
0§, I e af politcal system or techno

togical manaricy, This uiivirsalicy sransfoenms
MASAY T O mehonal dociring indg 4§

potential global charcer. Much ks the
CONCEPD a0 S0 s CEsnah I dee  pnene isdved
v ey | R v al ORsCO i §e e G e o
ic policy worldwide, human, cencric Al may
Iolhowe & wimilis pt, Griginaive in Bndia bt
adnpeed inernackanally

Smmits often produce declaraibans B
Tl il archives, This ane produced align-
n‘;::*uhrmtfrﬂmdrr:lwuhmmmu-
n LI WEN frammEwa cHatasers, pan-
nerships, and shared Wrguage. The .-u-.‘l..».,h
saficns bégun In Mew Delhi are alreay
panending Ik tildttrﬂlig;gnmmr: acado-
e collaborabing, and SERIEU P PL oy ST
Il fpdoama i DTS, B 3L i g petac e il

o

H -

as & signalling evenl I rald the workd that
india is HOL wailing (0 paticepate in the A
Tubuiid, i i helpang write ity operating prin
ciples. 1f the 20005 were defired by e ques-
ron "o builds A7 the 20304 may be
diefimed by “Whise prisdipkes gadde AT

Ircka's bet i3 ckear e hrotogical leadership
will belong net o che Taseest inmovator, but
{0l eDsE ITUS Iee ane, Maions, companies.
and cirmens will gravirate toward spstems
thazy Eetieee are (i, explainatte, and acounl-
ahle. By institutonalising those gualiness
garly, Indka 15 posibosume iEsell &5 the
relerence model for frustesorthy infelBgenoe.

Thee long, berm implication is profound. As
gobal standards bodies, scademic instiou-
tions, and regulotory afliances begin
adopbing =i prncipees, india's rAmescr
could quietly becoms the Erammar al
ahibal Al govemance,

The deepest cameaway fom the india i
Tnpact Suieemi is -I'H:quﬂuul.hnfddlirlll!_l- E:
ligence is aften divtassed a5 A omber. india
leadmed 1 as & misror, Techoakajgy elacis The
wvalives of (bose wh balid . IF that rellecnon
il inicardegd, sociedy i foris, 8T b8 Bl rcd,
socieny advances

TErough MANAY, mdia has proposed chat
the fufpre of intelbipence must remain
anchored Im Bumanicy, Mot hoaman verssis
machime, Dut haman gaidivg mschine. Thae
I wahy mfe Surmmic wall likeky e reniembened
NOC a5 an $yent, but as a nersbng paink: the
momend the wedld nealised thar the pext

chapéer of artificial melligence might noi be
‘wenfben anly bn coade, Bl in cormcience.

Tha awba & o Cormirsisdalin sre Wries ge Ciwng,
Fraviry. Waoia Moegerey? s ey H".*
CREWRNY L Co SaFerne the o “Wies Brasding st
Thg Miivies" fmddalad by Fatiorad Baga Treg Ry
Inpastn e el by Torvd Whwsad o Sy Sriveman
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ud, Al and

Data Are Reshaping

Mid-Career,

Roles

R BAKLASARIL

i rrch olthe kst docsde correersisions
Fa|||.;n'-:ln.1ig||:ll1n.:h:lurmukmrm.m.]'
ne  smadents  amd Bariy-career
sginanals Today, that narmative
hs shifted dedishvety Ciood compuning anificial
imeligence, and data-driven symems e nol
ply redefining, how (eganismions opeale
thiey are fundamestally reshaping what 1t
fazans (o bave o sustaa ble mic-caneer mie.
Professionaks with 820 yeamof cxpenenoe
g [ind themeebees @ 3 eriicul inlkeodon
puirg. The skills that onee enssnd by
e be g disnupoed byamomation, Al-assised
swirtkelioaes, it cloud -rextive archEieCTUNSS VL,
this mcrtes e ol athreal i an Gppomniny
for reinventisn.

PR EXPERIEMCE-LED BOLEETO
CAPABILITY-LED ROLES

Mid-cameer jirolessionals traditionally
shancal through experieoe domain il
ani peple man saesment. While these strenpchs
Sl it fechmsligly has abensd e coumion,
Diecision-making b increvsegly powened hlj.'
nla, infrastnaciune bas shifved w o choud.
and Allis mabosmlivg repetive Cofpithe asks.

-‘blmﬂ_“&;n'rmrnmlﬂqm bl
o capahibiy-led Empioyers are 6o [pager
aukdng kow long somenne hag wofked ina
fanctinn, but how gifecthly they can woek
with modern platfones, dioud emviosmen s,
data papelines. A1 models, and amomaied
sysiems,

This sfili s partic ularly visible B IT,
enginzezing, operaioms, aid even business
functions. e finance. sapphy chain, and HE,
where anabyuics and Al-driven iniighits now
puide coee devisiont

CLINDAS THEKEW CAREER FOLMDATION
Climsd Enguring s beonme he hackbone of
medimn e s, (e, ety
A1 Al wnekioons now rum o scintbl deurioed
chound plag fnrems. For mic-cansy professtonals,
this meansha undemulingioud archkacture
15 o borgger opeional.

Eakes that once focwsid] On On-premsss
spmems, manual deploymems. o silded
ffrnociure ar: evolvieg, oo deod nailve
sesponsibllizles covering arcas such as tiyirkd
ervironments, sty coet optimisaian, and
_ﬂﬂﬁ'wwm“h}rshll
“in cechdogies are Fmcling 1B chelr
xperience bty mone valusbl, pot bes,
when combinal with midem mfrmsinicnee

inoudedze

Al IS REDEFISING D0RE SKILLE
A i 0flen g rsnood s o joh GlminAe
An relity, it is & o s haer. Sbid-comer roles
are o disappeariigg they ane e aig

Al i o gasis] with code gorenilion
irsting forecasting cirstomer support. aid risk
analysis This memns prolessdcials mas shif
Ttk emosculion | supervsion. valldition
and strategic spplcacion of Al oulpuis
Uindersmnding hiw &1 models work, whene
i Brmdrarions Be and how toinferprel thisr
il hois Bervnme acritkeal mkill seross Rt

Hew b il rofes areemerging prolesional
whinooimbinsdomain esgee e with Al ey
Thesz individmls 5ol a3 eefalalis herveen
sechmolugy and businsss, crsuring Al delhvers
real vabue ralhiey eham theoret il potentlal

DT LITERACY 15 THE REW
MANAGEMENT SKILL
Tk |hen‘|n:vhtm'ﬂ:r.j|,|-|m_':‘l;lll.'|hhll'l||-I'|'||:'
riseol daia as a cone il NEERe Nl T PEEn Cy.
Today's mid-carser lenders are expected in
mke decisions hacked by data, med ERuitihom
b

This s mod rean gvieryedad imist hecome
ackamaciemisL 1L does mwan th prolessionas

need to umderstand dmo quality, anahitics
dashboards, merics, and hasic skatistical

pecpn g Whether managing lcame, prochats,
or operatinns, daim fluemey kas become as
|'_'1_|_-f|:|||l fes Domnmvamicatin ur Jeidenship
lallls

[irneiions normsnghy nevwerd profizsicmks
w o camask e righl gquestions o dkbeeily
paltEive, nd imsgehis imo acsion

THE RISK OF STANDING STILL
The biggesi risk for mid career professionals |s
pot AL I ds inertin. Technology cyeles an
shoncning. and skils ol were red el [ive
yemrs ag STV 10 longer be sulTictent Lndiy,
My prcl s bonads assumereskilling revines:
p complpe capser Fesel I reality, the W
effecshvp (FansiiionE wE incremental. short,
focuserd g intervenidons ik placoms.
mmn:mnmmnmmvmﬂtrf“"h‘ﬁ
L il CARSET MERTERE:
can sigrifizantly el g thal
unpsdonead (et
mlﬂ-}h s 2 resull, sruchred upskllEng
mk-ﬂln,gr.vrq.:r.mnﬁmm‘-"'"“?-““”"“F

pricricy, not a b perke

THE ROLE QF DOMTIMNUDLUS
1H|-I;,.| i Fal il cAPEET
What distinguishes sucressfal mk

I|hﬂk‘l‘hﬂ.h£.;u“abnuﬂﬂlwuu1ﬂlﬁlﬂ

A ™™

learming, Trochrionss, theury-heaty [Eogrumss
often [aif o sddiress real workplace challenges.
Incuntrest, andsonlats, sirrarla bt roe-barad
cerlifications, and scenasic-driven tromng
mLﬁMHM|m-NLM

|._-|'."'|E='ﬁl|"'|-b' Wi ning Is ng longer aone-1Hme
CVERE i S B 0N going process embedided into
coers, Profeasionids whe adopt this mindsé
ane nol cnly safeguarding theic rols hut
pesiioning. iBeimeelves for kealiraiip in a
rechnokogy- driven funge,

LOOEIHG AHEAD |
Cloud. Al and data ame nod passing trends:

iy ane he nperatng sysiems of madern wok
Feer mil-caneer prolessdonals, the question is
o Jonger whether ¢ 18 coming, b hrw

podgsolively Lhey respeond o .

1‘]11;: :E combing their Bgid-sarmed
expezience with new ogetechinical and aralvic
sz will I'In|]1hm'n-¥n|.m]qu-d3 posltinnid,
capable of puldifg Gigalsadans through |
complexity while sinying personalfy sclevanl. |

Thae funcre of work wi Imu.rda.;].;;r_ﬂ"r
Al for mid-casers prifessionals willing o
evitee, the pest @ecile may be thelr most

gt furl yeel.
r——— e T
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NCERT moots
doubling Class

IX subjects

BASANT KUAAR
MOHANTY

sow Delhl: The NCERT, the
apex body for preparation of
gylintus and school textbooks,
wints Class 1X students te
study 10 subjects, double of
what they do now,

The studentz of Class I3
currenily study fwn Janguag-
o5, mathamatics, selence wnd
spcial eclence

According to the draft ayl-
labus for Class IX, uploaded
by the NCERT on its wehsite,
students will now have Lo
study one additional language
and four new subjects — indi-
viduals in society, vocation:
al education. arts education
and physical edocation and
will-belng,

All these subjects will
remain the same in Class X,
pxeept “individuals in socee-
ty", which will be replmced by
covironmertal education, e
PICERT said.

Twi school principals The
Telegraph spoke o fered tha
ehangmes would a8 3 sl bsdnin:
tial burden on stiudents. Hunw
e, Gnie pradne wi|cmwid
i ¢ hapgmes.

Thae adenfl ayllabos cined
ihe Hatlonal Curricdlum
Framework fin Salsoal Edu
cation (NCEF-5k) of EE than
prdnpsrel the new srilijerts
Thes HOERT is proqurig par
tesctEnsirkin o Cl0ss 15 o e i
ik by thats gl i Bl

The draft syllabus shinbi
that ,'-.'[_f';"'-ﬂ[':ﬂﬁ.l]‘('l]llil'lﬂiﬁlII
ilenis 1o fesaemi tFu'Hr]IIqu:ll.Ell.H!h
foan classes W g 3 Uinder the
{hrea-lanEunEe formuli, sl

s o st gyt mol her

iengue, English and apother
Indian lanpoage till Class YL

The principal of a peivate
school here said the NCERT'S |
dAraft syllabus eould not be
directly implementad by
schools.

*“The syllabus can only be
Incorporated after the affili-
ating school board directs the
sohools to do sn, Bo far, the
CBSE has not informed us
about it, Mone of these new
subjects is included in the en-
kranoe tests for nmlergraduate
aimission. It means the st
dents will study it fie the sake
of passing the tests,” she sakd
on the condstion of anomyrmity:

Anpther principal sald the
NCERT draft syllabus onder- |
mined the purpose of the Na
tiomal Edueation Pificy, which
recommendad reducing the
cogvient load.

“Nfast schoeds in the porth-
ern states will teach Samskrit |
215 an additionsl Engeage, ure
dening the students,” she sakl.

Bamesh Ghanta, & retived
professor at Mauland Azmd |
Wational Vet Univessity and
former member of the Mation-
al Couneil for Teacher Educa- |
tian, welcomed the NCERT's |
move o inchude diverse sub-
jeds, He sakd jt wonilel pravide
srudeats with ghills and train-
ing (o help them become Fe-
sprisible chlizms

wPhe purpose of educa
fion is do creste responsibie |
citlzens, With i fast-changing
wurkd, sductionil inputs and
prabnbne nesl o chinge #nb-
perts such as wocntional il
cation, physkenl coacati, ar |
prlyieatin sk enviromnetil
prilii by |a.|'..|'.".|l|' [T RS
Bifee kil dor pecsenality devcl
apmenl,” Ghamnia sl

10, Bowever, siicl Tho s
=t ol Hwe it of ihesae
puibeprets Dt the syllabis
yensnehd e o Lher peepgined ‘

|

povesss o el s, Carven iy, fhee
purrmiinienl- i seheoikalo ol
heve et ecichiors. Kxisi
1 sl fieaw jure sial Laines] G
fesichy e pevw sk evEs

Iha tenchers slhotidd De
prowided preger irmining bw-
fur this swbjecls ale eorpo-
rastesl.” Gl snigd
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URAA BSWANI

I Ror muam students aspirng

o stusdhy abroad, writmg 2

personal statement for college
appbcanons has been the most
irmportant tazk for vears, This essavis
whtal meade them stand out amongst
the many apphicants. If vour cssay was
niot wetl-written and did not tug at the
heartstrimgs of the admissions officer,
wo wold ot be accepted mio the
urversIty. STt medsures were
adopted to check plagarism.
Thuet resuilved in sudents pucting ina
fot of effor intowridng their
a=ternent. They shared thetr own sio-
ries i e st effectiveway possible.
Wiow that Al and ChatGPT are
accessible to students, wmingina
cullege essay with a lirthe help from
CharPT has becnme commiod.
& ithough universites are rying (o
use bl such as Turnitin, G i
Oreinaliryal, Coprleaks or ZeroGFT
g verify the authenticity of students’
wirk, 1 1= ol possible to achieve
acrurate resulis, as technolagy i m
erterely perfecs. There is no foolpr
methed Lo ensure :umlfﬂllﬂf.'-'-“"'!ﬂ?
we absa ensure we do o kill creativity
altr 1

?ﬂnmy universities o their
webrl et upﬁﬂ:,- slare tiat WL Can
ase Al for ruesearch, grammar check,

ramesnrming, structuring, and refin
g vt essay. Al roods like Liramy-

STUDY ABROAD
Use of Alforessaysandpersonal statements

DECCAN HERALD (P-13), 10 MARCH 2026

Py ™.

marly and Miﬁﬂﬁ;ﬂt Copilatare
accepted by most inaverstes,
del hese schoals thar allow partial use
of Al would want you to acknowledge
the AT tools you wsed and to what
extent, a5 a reference or declaration
section at the end of your essay.
Todiscourage the use of Alin your
ications, some af the
top schools and vy League schoals
L ol T SigT an i
ﬁqdal_'knﬂ;vdfdgﬂhﬂ 'um.-gmr';lfn_p
application process, wherem
:ﬁﬁm raguired to declare that the
work isentirely your own and fctual,
Sericius action can be taken aginst
stuaclents if theirwork & found to be

Al-generatedl,

Why not AlI? _
Al collects information from various
gites without the authors consent
and uses art from different platforms
without the artisss” consent. The
ethical comgass for thisis ambiguous,
but i you use such content, vou are
effectively copying the wark of many
oithers and SpInRING iT 25 your (Wil

This s why students shoubd
refrain from using Al for anything
mieant to be creative, sich as writng
their personal statement o Art for
their partindio. Your college essay i
referred to as a personal staterient
becuuse it is meant o be just that. Let
ithe:.u.:rmﬁme smn-.mmp;ﬁua!
EXpeTIEnCES And your passion
rezsons for choosing  particular
subject and universicy,

As astudent whois planning on
joining a prestigious university o
jgadn kmowledge and earn a degree, do
ot resart o Al shartcuts. Writmg an
essay is not that difficuly, Universities
aocept students from different coun-
tries with different levels of English
language skills. What they ane look-
i for in your essay is o anderstand
whoyou e, what makes you exoep-
rianal, what drives you tvchooge their
universiny and the course, To simplify
the process of your esiny widing, they
JTVE WOl nany proaps o choose
froem o framie their guestions ina
manner thint hedps you coeate o clear
statement of purpose,

50, B€ nrigingy, [f youare a gradu-

amm’clﬂdﬂ st shoft-term
"It carver goals, your
reSEarch interpcy, professors whisse
WO #00 hane e, ospired by and
wotlkd ke o we ol ety and projects
and publications you, bave submitted.,
aﬂd ll'ﬂ-ﬂ'm‘[ms T Wl.'e‘.;‘pq.lf'i..mfg
that e belped yoy prepare for the
CIMSETI Cirse: These: details cannot
be written by 4
Research the unversity websites
and S fessier foe chacsing their
what modles are offered and have
vou will betsughr and how you think
you will bemefit from it. You are also
expectedioread up about the pro-
and list 2 coupie of their names whose
classes youwoald like o anend
Incassswhere it is abright and
anceptable use Al tooks to reseanch
tion in yourcun words. Use Al'to your
advantsge withour compromising
your ethicior crealne
{The i thor i ceneer oo inselior

iheseef oy Rerpuurn!

= St e
S s

m{“mgﬂmmh
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Responsibility of
vetting the journals
rests onthe
researcher, while
UGC has a reference
list, writes
SeshadriK5

= EcaieTR, are e
U foor adhvd e

Farther 1 (5 TR stodenlar 2 ten
e pri s e Ervon plays tha
chor perinh gashe: Poblication

Y
gryom el L 503

I | Laboesy il

tmr_uﬁuﬂun.ll‘l!."l’.l"f
o stk ARy el
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Avoiding the trap of predatoryjournals

il

{F thc mmrrraneript has muh imid jor flasss
it B LEETE AN TEQUiTE 50 TEvi SR,
+ bz el poblished, Trpical
I auiliore surrender their copyrighd
1 the pu‘lii-.‘h-r_--«huﬂ'-en-pnﬁum
“peny-waling the knoededge. Lohramis
i i rwaduals pay by sobsenplien
w1 Frooms b sz pubdic fusds
ihar suppted the research, whik
el and rrwcsiers wir k lar Iree,
|.'i-.|r|,.;I|||-|I|J:\|HIrI neallesi the
divnideialds i 2 wySIER CYCY TLANAEY

Thiz opsfaooess madel
The irony l pay-swallieg lasjey
sr-huemled revaieh s leigBeena
pua e ol o | LI e moaderics.
The |1.q.-||..-'\-rn-..n--h'\-:uﬁluﬂlﬂlll.:.
sol Traam thizanguidh, Intbds
sl r rot il ol, the reserh
jiny e jiahile Tav ik 1o pevy vl
1B i, 1 g ulihe publishiig
pal {a paper s
o iy b ariiek
e 1 v finahing
o juapEienl pailsies s il

e, arting s an ethicad wall
Here, the paper isavadatil immedi
arety aml widety pveisiboand hasa
greaterreaderskip Here lewhere iz
predaioey publishing practices érs<p
il gysren.

wihat i< 3 predatery journal?
heﬁ:.mr:qmrmbﬂnllﬂcrhh
pehbcsti e desigred soiely fu profic
Thes capraliae on the authar-pys
rrvghell i e et vt e welibe il e
p:d.n;nrqilmng:nrl.-lrg prafessse
al sarslards, These joimals often ¢
cimte a3 ‘e al prraklshed tites for
tresta e, che reguled pimal Croenmi
S, published by the Indas Acad
g iif Scienors, has frequenify ol
aleits ahon Tike poemals s micking ==
idemlity £ seliof amacices.

Chlicr prolatory aukets simpsy de
rrwami e B 2t hica | st fpaguy
areepanoe and paynent I Banhicasss
e it ke ey iy e oo el
of e iy har rasr mreniny 164 fee, thed
sl s tasds anddbasebes= findinin
vy asrd by coiter The pahilis pecol

Fabie fomyys of She scaderne ok
{or b B b od Pop s peredr eafps e
S ot it b il
.In'l ikl l'|: T

revdainey parmms sl n

varLil ol gemmiss. By bysa
VIl i e by prabiishing sth
Jurer 1 gdvar, by gl thes ghohad [=el
ol hreesledgr with spurens Tnding
Frioare Lot TP heems i e
publx Bisds dfing thrmagh
sl e, Thoaw s 1 Pl R ¥
acaeliTror mprlil

AN ek was 8 peaiet pubished
g CEATD S ket sriracisd
wtwrch chiret thet soamd wors fran
Ieatinga thak coubd kel che LTIV
wiries Prbkieed my o chalmis wllma T
s s crase] A, s indms
b miare than i a fese Lo the pathes
P’ o BT U L T TR
iy acioehy e pulise S 0 T
] g e Fade 1o SRRt

Tree drap chat Siiracts
Acoderriti s s hiph- sl race Wi
being thie firet e pabilch i oken the
v way o ciEm mpetty [ 3 researcneT
dalkyys, thes nak being s 5%
e, Fendkriing Lears Fusorh seemangh
rod umlar Cougled with ths 2
s noa] beasomeringg of papri !
T HOEEss

[y i, s Unpvesrrny
s (VG regaddbins o
I‘|1[!l--||.rj-:l|1uln|.'u".:-lullr||.-|.r_r.l-i.-
ks e ity o their degrees
Bt these grpduanion deedines or
faiuily promestion reridkes laor, e
fngh-sged guaranseed soorpram al
1 predaimry ok begoimesa s
v i e shertou. Wb
thernii gh pesnisie prersigin aroen
dsperatiin, NESEwT s Fall wedad the2
gt iof proorritadg 0wt & bz buiig
s R LT B R T

How b0 avoid this frao?

Lol ik o Tha gl B
sdnar1rl, arad [l o d e seafrs s
| grrdiirraasnig. Forv waiedy rhare
A oyl o 41 ol wils L SRCE
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il e prTTR
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i
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MAHIRA LaLL

hem mamager ence shand. iy
me it perivethy caprunes the strangereddity
o pracheie hinng sodsy, “We peensewnd
ettt bom v e sl Ui b iy
redes. The other hadeperma i
eI ey et finm The woond e
dsdne receTved |ru-rbmﬂ“-mpﬂ‘m“
senernhancebers, bt theiracademic sk wene
soua] terthara il thee vither candidaes. Thelismcan
el vk B fromprprogesi ai usiversine The
e piu ined all the meoesary imfurmanon
o the candebats thiough e Esiscinymen,

The Wity fuaradiea refurs 10 the hising realit
etk acafemne encelbence akene s ne bagy
s sl b, vt srudenits often nest prae
ik oxperrence—isalh thnaghmicmml i
it Eburnsar et o e Pl s, TS TS w0
it Do ] Edasares work ol ipwith-

wft dramptg pubilc aSenmm

& e el e st maners. Lineversiies

Ve et o il angg s ek b kot we e,

B i csanghe, enphiers ane dscrrisg o
atam wohis sl i the weorkplace are
o= with the bl il roales. e 1i-
g webuseed thear gaak thmsghomork
evprmwerier: i b actuad ol ke, liermshys
i wted T CgE TR ll‘\--'I":l larparn

Irpr-ruattfte st Uittt in dhaniong, The b
L i Mescarnatuats od Ludega and EnphoeoreNACE)

sulancte e aret il D il tht sl ooy
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When internship trumps academic excellence

v,

fuli-time poesizions oo T al thesr inisnes, making in
Terrestime the st dependa ble rearuimeni mekoed
mﬁhﬂhmm.ﬁmhmm?mm
Wﬂﬁhbﬂﬁpﬂmrmm
aaagrof L& job w-ﬂﬂmm‘m
fof gradiizewhn urgaid irsemshipsand
it (17T aliers for theras meith no intemeabip o
i i wll

Intertalip rapenencs et e pmbzhon
thal vk s resioe nemeros job ofTer by sfmes
deubsie, Easplover hiring beftaviour refece e
e e Wien vabr-caneer o,
vingkrjors prefer candida) mwha paeess ndocan

wirrle g e, Emplovers.arc nsd jia
ik h“w-'m'f-'lﬂ'kdtlj':!,rw ~ h:'r
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Ve vt Bspid: wsih sevesily enied o
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Etmesafnfa oo
Jei™s exlstential
I |-u.ut-u'm—1'n':-e-:-f
neE o beT — i [ind:
s el i el

chisf minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sokho anrouncing &
ham on the use of mobile
phones By spadents = mll
et mnd private schools
fromn Merch, and his Esrns
tmka coundcrpart Siddara-
milil b his bodge speech
on March B sanounecing 3
beain fon sodial media far wne
der1§ children, concecns
VT XL Ve SmasTphone
ese amd (B impéct on chil-
drer's sogmilchee abillcies are
Eack in the apotiighs.
Thase decisions mlign
with & growing global push
b5 curh the o of smard.
phomes in schocis amid ris-
[ cnnosdms Akt pRrink-
=g atention spans, social
il b s dhbieti oo s d Lt
tiom En classrooms. In ihe

Boun e DR b0
tshn nacwnithe
Pyl :
mmeuyma of poor £
soisl habile

Unkted Sdustes, neacly 55
Sianes kave cacted laws e
guilFing publke debsals o
resirict or ban the wse of
schils pleti by studenls
on campus, with exceptions
B anadenis whth disahili-
thes who have indtvidualtised
wlwration programmes.
Eweden will implement &

. pamtlopwide moblie phone

ftan in all schosts from Aug
uy Improve security and
study sopditions far sty-
demtn. The new rals, which
wrill afert chilbdren bermeem
e ol weven, mnd 13, will
make i compilsory fer all
| pehecks and afer-schoal
ciubs 10 collect studemis’

peCoTiary
gpacifically oeeded for
fieaching purjoss.

Reslriciions On Armess

Inzisad of fmpeeing a ban
i mode phanoa for feens.
some cousleles ane opTing
for restrictlons of sGelal
“midin, Ts Deee, Australis be-
cama the fimt Sousiry bo
ban carisln social medin
platforme for teens ander

TIMES OF INDIA (P-14), 10 MARCH 2026

the aga of 16, whils Tndone
gla ennounced ks dacdzinn
1o Baon necnts oo~ hoigh- rkalk”
platforms fer under-LGs
rome Mlareh 36

France's Matlansl As.
stmbly his backed simdlar
plans for chilitren under 15
Polend 1on 35 plenning to
introduce & legizlstion to
proh Bt chilldren under the
apge of 15 from eocessing
social media, with tech
firma dizscily responslble
for age veriflcacion.

Calls for sych B e
howa boen gathericg stess
In Inddn bos, ipelnding In
the recent Economic Sue-
vey After Harnataka,
Andhra Fradesh govi an-
nousiced [1g plan o oarb
wecess in social medks for
arider-18 wiihls 30 days
and will corssider axtendizg
tha Ban 40 wnder-18s, Goa
alsn has sed wp & panel o
trvestiygeie what wssh a ben
Exlght look [be aod how 18
et B b gl i |,

Tued Fior Smmrtphvant Uzt

India is yet to Scmulain &

Paltd high cutert st yuar, bal
1L refizsed to order a complote
ban., exlllng 3t Imprestieal

A A& our oifflon ks
oudied] il parvers] parenis
complainisg ghout games,
iteclal medln, and eonsian
nirtEleatig dteeriing the

1 |

BAN: THE WORLDVIEW

v Wil e Srou bons - Thamgriven, raphial of
e i i s 30 [ T S ——
smartahones i schos acoess |0 smariphanes |s
chrmmmodrs |8 o 15 shates primany Lrd secondany

= Soymbon i actess b phchi

smarphones for - llas el Imposes
schonchidren Betwaen T and  an on use ol ruriphones
LE oo froim Aspust nschedl from March
Restrictions On Social Media

- imdomasiar Ben on scts B hiphrEk platierme o

rdier- 1 froim areh 8

ik, Norwey, e, e Taniad, Ernch Bapubii,
v leufiing bans or restrictiond

g vertfierthn neguinid: Bradl, Vieinen

I il rmaartaden s st shabe 1o anndence 4 bas of sockl

e for under - s

[Prosibvni b PiaEs r BN apoess te el medis tor undes

m:hp vl cormddnr mﬂh Lo 5.

Do luiling & ban on social

attmdlon of their children
trom studies, fany of them
leive started compluiming
aboat eye strain and gsar

sk Ty

stodent academic perfor
o, Y0 g decne
i e ey’ seadem iz perfar
s | they weare too glusd
10 thes sonsan. A dvas Digper
someare b That of exposure
io eyber risls, such msonline
Inallying and acoess 1o ap-
penprlatn oombernd.”

A 3088 Uneeds caport®
showed thai meres proximi-
1 10 A meblla duvice dls-
tracted stadants and lod to
i lmpiest & bisars-
Ing 14 oouniriss. 1| ciisd
rescarch sfudiea eo paint
ol that “hanidng mobils
phonss from schoola lm-
proved ackdimis parfor:
manoa, sapackelly for bew-
perfareing sfudends.”

Fireing Woorsroand,
Amaata Mulln ‘Wattal,

chalrperson of ILF Foun:
darhae Schoals and Schodar:
ship Frogramsme, says
word han’ has never really
helped asyhody partico
larly in sches] syratesa,

oppress hve B not

rlght, sapocially for thomag

. This
hid besome so bech-inte
grated that &ven in o cliss-
rearm, plasforma [5ke Whats
-App. Insmgram, and games
ars all acoessible, Sudents
are very adepd at Nnding
werkarsanda,” sho SEys.
The Cowid-19 pandemls,
which sew sfucatlon sys-
bmE keroas the world shift
anline, despensd this Bt

Falion, with ovaryibing

roam classes te parenl
ta i L g boing
ducied remotely

way

] Mot sty

slons. The parent cofmmis
nily 1a all on WhaisApp
mkﬂ.l‘ﬁﬂ"lﬂﬁm
g mpdatin fram school
Many students cons by oth-

g 0 maans of tranaport of g

fer privete cnaching aflar
warde A phoze, theridfoare,
Becmes croctal for ommu-
mication,” she sdds.

Meed For & Helivic
Firding a mbddle path is the
e el 4k hodr, Watial m-
phazises. a prisdis that
would require dialogue
sag eachers, parenis,
and studenta

A deam ol reseirchars
Erom the Unhoersiey of Bir-

e simdar mon-

clusian ima Feb 2008 el
of 127 snedonss across ke
IFE. Bans in isolwtian, Tha
sty Rrgtiedl, e 0L encugh
imckle e nagative pa,
e 14 caliad Far @ e holls

tic agpreach to lowering |

N e among sodemts
Some echoealz in Fndis
wra nslng lockers or sealsd
pouches o kasp phones
pwy from shudests durig
letsond, whila others re
urdre formal regraests b b
submlited for sxcepilonal
e AR syE hir schaal
does nol allow students
Tarirgg imobdkE plesdes, ERCETR
oo the specific wridten re-
goest of parents, in cose
thiy nmed 10 s 1R gilsie
afer schiool hoors.
Brodess dipoeln thakr
phones kn the morning and
tidis thirs shon they e
Herwerver, aliow ing studenis
io = smaniphomes during
schaal hoam (= uslikaly any
il Soa. Wi nedd 10 heve

Jors e mllow thad, W ars
duing sar bl by lewiting
Aprelalioes o disuss oylsr
or seen themeed for
kg debos,™ s 5l

T Dielhid Silgh court ruk-
Ing In March had aisg poini-
il ouk Theat prkaoods mios adi
cabe shudenis on roepored b
eailine Eahaypowr, dipial

F rl:lillﬂlllrl-tclrlr.-l. !ilu-dm.ﬂ
of ami
phould be sounsalied thai
of scrwen {lme
anil aochal medla engage
mant can kad 1o anabety.
dimanished el 3 ane,
a5 eytarouliylng, The oourt
hid added.

Heweyer, sichoole ara
omly m pari of e equation,
Arora empaasises. “The kes-
sns for AT
phines end digital eikilcs
muast mlsg be mOgkt at
hame, with parenis ghoal-
dering wo il peaponad ity
& Ths beschers ™

Sy iy T sy Wi
prs s Pl e 0 N

Smartphones in classrooms

Is a complete ban the forward?

Special test to
assess digital

stress for TO! drive |

Trany My My rwom

g Times of Indla’s
'Lat's D-Skress” 2arm-
fralign alms to Initiace a

natlenwide conversation
Algital sbress, He oo

1B el i v L b b SASETS-
ness of dighsd bshaviour imio
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widuals réclalm aiiention.
prexluctieic and menial sl
heing in am fermalngty dis

nd Braln

| Waadih JCENARH) ms mowl
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[relhi] and MIMELAIYS a8 solu-
ens perimers
CEMAEH ke evpaned ths
ok
(o L e 1o Large scade
publiv-centric health imitia-
piviees, [e Ol 3030 Fhe Demire
heliped derbop Hochi bk -
dla's Arst deseiiafriesSy
cify Tha initisl o demnsiras-

I il 10 st humdihiar
and more mclosive ool
thes, Fiighllghe g s firnlssan.
tal shift bowearrls compassion-
ali, oo Lo ny-hased] s fier
thome iwing with pewrdegen-
arale ol ions. The oo
wizo helperd loamech e 'O
bodl profec, desipred by the
Canime for Mearsscieno &t
Cozhin Unlversdy of Sohence
wral Tesmelogy (CIIRAT), 0
Creai . SUPPOCT e ponsysam
[ din. ey popralation.

Tisad
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2 QR code, will allow readers
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g of Hrekr diglin] habuifoar
and Mo levels

Tet Fisiizils B0T inpemaed m
ferimsln ST of every
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and Punjabs shared scientificlegacy

_ SALAM AS A SCIENTIST

B At completing] The bTemat- ot Spine- i meson theories
ral Trigos at Cambridge, Abdus weere reronelEzsble 1o all
Ssbum began dociorn work Umder elers, 'When the resull resched
Picaokas Femmes, wha fad ool Do, s resporindly ressried
Iabormied with Wolfgang Paulland. | et i wiere cormedt, Salam
et Pl Methepess, who infro- faz: Saakar's pupl then his
chiead him to the dificolproblem taacher, Salom subsecgendly
of “cesrpping Infrithes” ngpEer | desloped e s e
[ s ) e | work, et eamed Rim e 1579
Wi It giddance mvaliahis, ol Prive slengsace Sioven
Sarker et Freeman Welinberg and Shekdon asnow.
Dyson, who hisd speceioted thall ™ Sakam's Wk Theory showed that
e i Mgl e reckobynd bt mieciorragretiam e Weak
el st e 1. Beiions Wath force mrm actually (@snent
LT v returmesd Tom @ postvia spects of a single snified fooce
ACHIEVEMENT : Sl veor th: Mobel Prize in Prysics In 1573, wresin s vacation, Salam desenstrated it esry highh enengies.
speecial il Salarn hod shéfed bis ace-  Peaceful Uses of Atomic Ener- {1878 ez wdl 35 et of 2 thiness
Ehorana had obtained the i focis fhom pure malhe- gy in Geneve, where Salam natimmal soiemie asaieTes
Cicromerimend Cheemseas Pallow- malics tn theorstical physes served a5 Soientific Secrelary Indin He wes also asurded
1845, The following uring his PhD work. Sslsm  Bhabha alio became a found-  bonorany DSc degress by sev-
— : pesliet- progressed o receive the  mgmemberof the Intemation- ral Iniam unbeeraities, inchd-
mﬂﬂmh mhn.-e'.'ﬂ.maeﬂﬂd PMube] Prizein Phrscsin 1978, &l Afomic  Energy Ageney  ingg Guna Namak Diey Uiiverst-
::Hﬂ'ﬂ:h:hﬁhil Eﬂnﬂmﬂ Hewasmwiled by Mobel Law-  (JAEA)ehenSivas esiablished Ty (1B6Y), Akgarh Hﬁ
in 1367t n Ve in 1357 Trentvesrsnty (1531, Banams
mewuﬂmhﬂ:y mmuwmﬂmﬂﬁm It was during an LAEA sof-  du Undvessly (1841} and Gual-
hmm.mm lpasde=hiz restical Plyysics ot Imperial Cob- ference mn Vierna in 1960 that  barga University (183,
Khigar Haya.tw']hm lege, London Inferestingly, Salarn artiulsted fhevitionof — During his visit bo India in
sl e Hlsckett hod parlier served s establishing an Intematioral 1881, Sakam placed his Notssl
&m HMWHHIMW achviser to Jawsharlal Mehra,  Centre for Physcs under the Prize medal sround the meck
|m'l.=|4_-|.n.rl|hIE mh:rua!m the when he was the Vice-Chair.  UNESCOD framework. ol his meaths teaches, Andles-
mtm_ H.hmutl.ilﬁ mmam of the Expeutive Cumell T Interrational Centre for — drm Gangull, in & gesture of
HM': Bamhbali  was of the Vioeroy in 15460, Theoretionl Phoscs TP wa:  gratitude, _
pppimbesd Clrwda os his Homi  Bhabhae  first maenfually establiched in 1904 TJHE-C!JH&MPHEW&-
mmﬂ% w redearch paper, writben in  Abfer Hhabha's diesth inan a2 ner (19460 Jagjit Smgh (1012
popipleted i T Gu-mm,]:ndbuh GOMMELTA.  cmsh in Janusry 1966, Salam 3002, whe had done his hiA n
ml'u.u l&mmrmlrui " b Tk . calexd for publication by the  emerged s olesding sclentiflc mathematios fom Lahare, was
shibmn gl There s inadequate 0 D Tmireste Wolf.  spalesecsn forthe devalop-  chosen by Salaem 1o pen his
mﬁmmmmm:{ prarse s onthusiasm in India  gang Pl aner Bhabha vis:  ingonnizies. which came out in
mﬂ,:am'“ma : 3 itpd him in Zurich in 1533 Zalam fourded the Third 1962 Then of Salams four nac-
PhD B _ i for L'L'II'_"1.'IﬁII'|“H the Patlivisited Bhabhast TIFR  World Academmy of Sciences mnMﬂmm
e birthcentenarythis  in 1981 and cxpressed & (TWAS) in 1883 MGK KR Sreennas 2008
mmmummmm e T desire to meet Abus Salarn,  Menon, Bhabha's sucoessor  and Atish Dubbollas (X15-
% Phis WME vear of the 1979 whowns then a faculty mem- &t TIFR, became an ally of prosent). The labter deSvened
Emm rdm:;d E'l?:t Nobel Laureastein  ber st Government Callege, E-Mmmﬂumﬁﬁﬂﬂ'; ﬂm’ﬂ!ﬂ“ﬁ*ﬂw
memibeid Lahar hiabs 72y kel Armiversary talk o Indl's
Jobris i: mcﬂ..ﬂ' m, Phvsics, Prof mwiﬂmmm srengthening sciende i the Malioral Scemee Day Pebrd-
meml 'ﬂmmlgmgj TS In 58, Homi Bhabha developing wotld ary 28, 2006) ot TTFRL His talkc
o] chese COR Abdus Salam, oresdod oves the st United  Abdus Salam s ehectod it aptly Siled Scoentific Te-
tact with both Bambah and : i e T R of TIFR  perinthe Ageof Unresson.
Vih Pu throughouthislife.  eemessesssssmesmm—"= Nations Conference Horarky
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Experiential learning reshaping villages

local socletles, Innovators, analytlcal
people, start-ups, incubators, and accel-
Erators on a single platform. It has
primary themartic areas such as bridging

technology gaps, thereby devel-
oping prototype, sustainable and scalable
solutions; Implementing technologies
o address varkgds Bsues i rural socletes;
and capacity bullding to meet national
and reglonal priorities. The key areas of
national and reglonal importance under
this programme are agriculture, handi-
crafts and pottery, animal husbandry,

India i marching rowands becoming the skill and
innevation capital of the globe, theretyy enabling
Our nation 1o achieve self-reliant and inclusive
gronwth, India remiembers and realises the pow-
&fful and vibrant mantra of Bharat Ratna and
farmer Prime Minister of India, Shri Atal Bihari
Vajpayes: "I have a vision of India: an India free
of hunger and fear, an India free of ilfteracy
and wanit,®

The launch of the National Edycation Pol
2020, Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhizhthan,
mmemlnglﬁﬂL and the Skl
Mlission ame s WErongly, steadily, and swi
transforming the youth of India to achieve al'ﬂg
highest excellence. The spectrum of students”
hackathons is making a paradigm shin AMADIE
the youth to explore experfential learming and
frugal innovations for a variety of problem ldeas
Existing in our nation. Indian education systems
integrated with commu bearming such
as RUTAG, Unnat Bharat Abhivan and MY Bharat
are addressing several challenges in both rural
and urban communities across

post-harvest management, clean energy,
and water purification.

The RuTAG centres are spread acnoss PAN india
such as 1T Guwahati, SXUAST-Kashmir, 0T Delhi,
IIT Bombay, IIT Roorkee, ICAR-MAARM Hyderabad,
and IIT Madras, which work closely in partnership
with local cormmunities, government, and indus-
iries, it also facilitates and promotes rural entre-
preneurship across different segments,

Unnat Bharat Abhiyan (LUBA), an inithative of the
Ministry of Education, Govemnment of India in col-

icy la with the Indlan Institute of Technology

{uT) Delhi, aims to transform rural villages ingg

advanced and developed regions
It helps academic institutions connect with
local district administrations and gram panchay-
ats, enabling students and faculty members to
undertake grassroots fiekd research while empow-
ering marginal farmers, antisans and Women Self-
Help Groups.

LIBA realises Mahatma Gandhi's vision of self.
sufficient “village republics” by utilising pubilic
infrastructune and locally avadlable resources and
promoding sustainable, eco-friendly digital tech-

the nation, These form the epicen-
tres for the growth oflocal cormmu-
nities across PAN India. The
Government of India, espedally the
Ministry of Education, Ministry of Youth Afairs and
Sports, Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises, and the Department of scientific and
Industrial Research, has initiated several schemes

which meet the objectives of ransforming rural
and urban areas into a Smart lndia.

The best and dlassical exampiles of communi-
ty-based leaming and innovation are the initia-
tives by the Office of the Princlpal Scientific Officer,
Lovernment of India, Minkstry of Education, and
Minkstry of Youth Affairs and Sports such as RUTAG
[Rural Technology Action Group), Unnat Bharat
Abhiyan and MY Bharat {Mera Yuva Bharat),

India ack the vision and vibrant
manitra of the Hon'ble Prime Minister of india, Shri
Harendra Modi - "Gram Swaraj|” and
“Aatmanirbhar Village®, thereby empoweéring
rural villages to function as hubs and cenires
leading to making villages strong and sell-
reliant.

RUTAG realises this vision by strengthening rural
Lommunities through science and technology
intervention systems. i connects academic inst-
futions, Self-Help Groups, Non-Government
Organisations (NGOs), the Government of incia,

The Pioneer

SINCE 1845

nodogies for rural communities.
The programme also enables
higher educational Institutions to
adopt nearby village clusters amnd
Implement sustalnable and
advanced technologies addressing local needs.
s feery focus areas include sustainable agriculture,
water resource management, renewable energy,
weather monitaring, healtheare, sanitation and
digital infrastructure, while also supporting the
Ivelihood and upliftment of rural artisans,

UIBA holistically enhances the growth of rural
villages and communities through an in-depth
knowledge base and hamessing the potential of
digital transformation technologies like the
Internet of Things (10T) and Unmanned Aerial
Vehicles for the benefit of communities and soci-
enes. UBA forms an icon of India by providing
simple, easy-to-use and advanced technologies
For the growth ofvillages and creating enomous
employment opportunities for the youth of
India. It also encourages and mativates acade-
mikc nstitutions to participate in Gram Sabha pro-
grammes conducted by the local administration.

The Dayalbagh Educational Institute [Deemed
Uiniversity). Dayalbagh, Agra has designed and
developed a MOOC onfine course on "Comamiuininy
Engagement and Social Responsibiling”, which is
recognised by Unnat Bharat Abhiyan and avail-
ahle on the SWAYAM | NPTEL platform for young

minds and leamers. The course enables youth and
leamers across different streams to fetch two
credits, which consist of one credit for theary and
one credit for feldwork. The theory covers
ethics and best practices of commaunity engage-
ment. it s mandatory for learmers to perform feld-
work for 30 howrs efther in rural or urban areas
by connecting with gram panchayats and Mon-
Gowernment Organisations (NGOs) respectively
to earn one credit. Students can conmect with NSS
and NCC of thelr respective institutions, thereby
performing community-based fieldwork and
providing hand-holding suppart far flliterates,
orphanages, elderly citizens, and Self-Help
Groups, among others. UBA also addresses
Issues of environment and climate resilience
through technology-driven systems.

The Impilementation of LiEA by higher educa-
tional Institutions |s a mandatory requirement
and mandate of the All India Council for Technieal
Education (AICTE), Ministry of Education,
Government of India, for extension approval of
all undergraduate programmes.

Mera Yuva Bharat is an academic experiential
learning platform that empowers youth through
practical framework models. It gives enriching
real-world experience by engaging them with
local communities through district administra-
tions Across PAN Indla It not onby conmects the
dots between theoretical knowledge and prac-
tical execution but also gives enormous impor-
tance to an in-depth understanding and knowl-
edge of society and community, This helps
young students develop curiasity-based leaming
and problem-solving skilks. Additionally, it pro-
vides hands-on exposure for leamers. It develops
holistic enhancement, thereby leading
to thoughtful leaders of the nation, The pro-
gramme is eligible for undergraduare students
across different streams like engineering, science
and technology, education, arts, COMIMerce,
soclal science, and many mone. The acthities have
academic credits added to the Academic Bank of
Credits, thereby eaming academic scores for their
regular graduation programme. It leverages the
skills afyouth to build a vibrant India leading to
achieving the Amrit Kaal and Viksit Bharatfeo47.

The Government of India inidiatives such as
RUTAG, Unnat Bharat Abhivan and MY Bharat are
the need of the hour for the youth and make them
socially responsible to drive and transform rural
and local communities through vanious Impact-
ful activities, thereby ransforming India inta 3
Kew Vibrant Bharat,

Additionally, India has emerged a5 a unhversal-
Iy responsible nation to guide global communi-
ties &5 a Vishwa Gury, Vishwa Sewak, Vishwa
Suraksha, Vishwa Rakshak and Vishwa Mitra,
’ : )
T Senihdl Shvin Subramaniin,
@ e

I- mﬂlmu-ﬂﬁuw
Tearias , Hind izt

. @TheDadyPion ser
a Al bl e

Cotlegn of Seiwace and

Tchealagy, Mathra and
M Marikandan, Pratdacioral

Fellow. Inclas Iasstute of

Techsaky, Dethi
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Stubborn
gap

SHEETAL PRASAD

il despdie being the

winlls  [aslest-growing
e eooneony, A large share
of it woumen Tomsain oukside
the wneicfonce. The coumtry
conlinges to rank near ke
totimm of e Global Gen-
der Gap Index. 'What makes
iis gap even more ironic
|5 thal women's educialion-
al attaimmenl s steadily

l relin Gaces f sidking pear

and  the
Index. But ewnomle  peoe-
gress hias ok translated men
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the labour [pen Decnusd
their =kills do Dot match
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flig Care pEORAMY presets a
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ﬁ:lﬂbmnrmﬁmdmwdhrr
{han expeptionsl, sodhal at-
tifades Wil begiin bo change.
Thiz gradisal fransformation
js cevirad to the jdoa of &
soelal domporacy A welk
e Siote Elad Indks 2eeks 10

il


Admin
Typewritten Text
TELEGRAPH (P-10), 11 MARCH 2026

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text


Reforming choice-based education =

‘ hoice' and “lexibility’
have become the new
buzzwords in
educational reforms
and policy documnents. Across the
couniry, ndlqmsare focusing -
more than ever before = on
o the individual needs
and aspirations of students. The
traditional one-size-fits-all model is
giving way to an approach that
values the diversity of student
aptitudes and interests.

students to pursue

of courses and careers that align
with their passions and potential.
A sciente major can now minor in
music, for instance — a shift
symbolic of the move from

imposed upon a rigid academic
framework like ours, the choice
offered s Hobson's choice -
choice in name only. Teacher
workload, conventiomal 2
poor student to teacher ratios, and
outdated evaluation systems
conspire to reduce fedbility to a
METe paper promise,

: of the'
Choice-Based Credir and Semester
System (CBCSS) in Kerala in 2009
Was heralded as 3 fandmark
reform meant to offer students
mare freedom, In theory, credits
WEre to reflect weekdy teaching

HINDU (P-9), 12 MARCH 2026

18-

Senate Member of the
University of Calicut,
and Professor and
Head, P.G and
Reszarch Departmient
of English, Govt. Arts
& Sclence College,

Kandatty

Teacher
workload,
conventional
pedagogy, poor
student to
teacher ratios,
and outdated
evaluation
systems
conspire wo
reduce flexdbility
(0 a mere paper
promise

freedom, Moreover, the so-calied
buffet of choices were hardly
choloes in the real sense, Beyond a
set of compulsory cone courses,
students were offered a limied
selection of ‘electives’, aften
chosen by the departments
themseves. The much-advertised
“open course” — a fwo-credil

| paperin the fifth semester offered

to students of other deparmments
—was the only semblance of
chioice, Thus, Eiﬁplltﬁml{ifur:mﬂl‘lh
genixine academic

remained a distant dream.

The same rhetoric of fexibility
once again ook cenire stage, with
the Launch of the Four-Year
Undergraduate Frogramme
(FYUGPF) in Kerala in 20124, as
mandated by the National
Education Policy, 2020, The new
structure allowed students to
switch majors and minors,
theoretically enhancing awtonomy.
Yet, Lﬂlﬁk;:ﬂfliﬂ Xl
changes, this reform demanded
deep structural changes, making it

| highly challenging. The traditional

{idea of teachers delivering lectures
in fxed classrooms gave wiay to
students moving acToss
departments in search of suitable
courses and teachers.

It goes without saying that
struciural changes pose
insurmountable challenges. A case
in point was a clause in the
university regulations of Kerala

' prohibiting snudents from

choosing minors from allied
disciplines. While it was intended
Lo promote interdisciplinary
learning, it inadvertently hindered
spectallsation.
Disciplines like Commerce and
Functional English, which had
previpusly allowed aligned
minors, found this rule
counterproductive - a restriction
masquerading as chodce.

Need for systemic changes

For any reform to succeed,
systemic changes are essential,
During the author's tenure as
Chairperson of the Board of
Srudies in English at the University
of Calicut in 2017, two key
inmovations were Introduced,

The first was a skill-oriented
question paper for the course on
Communication Skills. The
traditional format, filled with essay
questions on thearies and models,
Fallled to test actual
communication ability, It was
:};iﬁmdwim; purely

Ty-based paper designed to
assess real skills. Yet even this
change ran Into buresucratie

papers (which carried more than

rwice the number of questions of

its earlier counterpart) and answer
sheets, :

The second innovation wasg
course tiled Introducing
Literature” — a hands-on,
concept-driven paper designed to
teach how o read literature rather
than merely what to read. Instead
of memorising texts and
answering questions on the basks
of prescribed texts, students were
taught literary concepts and were
required to Interpret unseen
passages from linguistic, aesthetic
and political angles. Ironically, this
radical step met more resistance
from teachers than students, as it
demanded a shift from
conventional methods to
concept-based teaching, teaching
us the valuable lesson that teacher
preparedness and training should
have been ensured prior to rolling
out the reforms,

Today, the FYUGP aspires to make
undergraduate education more
skill-based, research-oriented, and
autonomous, with a modest 10%
autonomy given to teachers for
framing syllabi wherein each
teacher can pitch in their
innovative ideas. Yet, at the
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Soma Basu

e of the walls of the Kerala
Srate Scienoe and Technology
Museum Innovation Hub in
Thinnananthapuram has
photographs of famous scientists,
including Charles Darwin, [szac Newton,
Albert Einstein, C.V, Raman, 5.
Chandrasekhar, Homi Bhabha, and
Stephen In the loag wall of
honour, meant to inspire children, Marie
Curie is the only woman scientist who
finds space,
The Matilda effect and fits impact on
wommen in sCience are neither new nor

of science workshops in the same city, in

which a young audiénce fell silent when

asked to name & Wiman in science.
Homrever, when a loae valce uttered

It was mot that people had forgotten the
W wimen scientists; they simply did not
knirw abour them. This was Gopinathan's
attempd b0 doetment the struggies and

Her firet book, Anna Mani: The Uincur

HINDU (P-11), 12 MARCH 2026

The National Book Trust’s India@75 series
brings forgotten figures into the limelight

From woman scientist Anna Mani to unsung freedom fighters, the books are works of scholarship and storyielling intended to inspire the vounger
generation and reflect on momentous journeys

Dicmond, was released at the New Delhd
Book Fair earfier this year, marking a
turning point in changing public

famous male sclentsts. The silence
speaks loudly and therefore, the boak
matters. Both Gopinathan and the NET

perception about women in sdence. The deserve applause for domurmenting and

book brings to light the genius,
dedicathon, and perseverance of Anna
Mani. It establishes her as the weather
woman of Indéa, who designed and
staniardised more than I weather
Instruments.

Aimed at young adults, the book,
Goplmathan hopes, will help people
understand, remember, and respect Anna
Mand's achlevernents in the contest off her
family background, the times she grew
up, and the wider world in which she was
an Important player.

Published by the Mational Book Trust
(MET) under Iis series Indiafi?s, the book
is & powerful reminder that behind every
achlevement, there is a passionate
individual who stnuggles; dreams big, and
owercoanes adversiry, and ver may (3 oo
exist in public memory,

‘4t of recovery”

Gopinathan calls her book “an act of
recovery” and shines a light on Anna
Manis briliant contribution to measuring
weather and atmcspheric ceone, as well
s to renewable energy and spectroscopy,
She writes how Ao Manl deseribed
herself as “the right person in the wrong
place™, The words bear the weight of
pender blas and barviers that women
scientists of her generation faced.

The author wonders why people ke
Anna Manl do neot feature in school
textbaoks or why thelr photographs are
not seen i musems along with those of

preserving an jeonle sclentist’s
eontributions, The hard work the kas

gooe into researching anchival derails

! From the pages of history

Biographies help to imderstand the
nuznced history of different eras and the
mmmmﬂmm
during specific periods in history. On
occagion of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav in
2023, the NET Launched its Indiag7s
series categorised into four sections:
peaple, places, events, and themes,
Under the People series, the

$0 far. These are divided into ;
people-achbevers (such as Anna Mani;
hockey player Dhyan Chand; liberal

thirker, suthor, and diplomat Minoos |

Masan; journaliss Motlal Ghose, who
advocated for the rights of Indian
farmers, and Kartiataka's folk heroine
Rani Chennamma) and books on both
well-known and hmthk';ﬂmﬁuﬂ-nm
fighters from the pages history.
Innovatively introducing the series as
‘Boak B and standandising the formar,
cover design, and kayout, the NET plans w
pubdish biographles of 75 freedom fighters

by the end of the year.

Other categories in the pipeline include |

major events of national significance,
such as the 1971 war, the 1963 Cricket
Warld Cup, and the White and the Green |
Revodution in ndia, |

The books wrinen by NBT's pool of

PErEpeCTivEs.
*. Soumee o the feresting tirkes mcinde
The Sago of Kudopdali: The Lnsurg Story of
1857, Kargll Heroes: Tem Exchetve inspiring
Stories and s Argslo-Manipur W

| Herpes ot Kaloparn, These books are a5

diverse and varied as the ordinary men
aniw.ummﬂmdi:lum:hmh.ﬂ[ﬂx

| fabric of Indian society. By b
| their motivathons, sacrifices, and vas
| OenITe SERge

With the objective of refiecting on the:
momenious journeys of pre-and-pos

organdsation has so far pablished 60 tites | independent India, the bocks are all

works of schotarship and sormeEng
intended i inspine the yourger
generation. They aleo oome 3t 3 Gme
wien the NCERT syllabis in school
testhooks is being altersd, lesding o
CONIMOVErEes.

By relling the stories of [ndia’s sokdbers,
poets, activists, freedom fghiers, and
other notable personalites, and by
bringing to the fore the mxking of our
cities and movemenis that befped shape
Incdia imvios & modern naton, e NETS
efforts appear to be a #ep in the right
direction.

Oifben, thee mvcest Enthoencial peophe ane
thiose bess heand of. Their tves ane the
true bessons in resilience and adaptability,
anid resding about them makes o
necalise that Bome amd ST are twn
ditferent things
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‘W0 CORSIDOHARTS LAARANDS.

T el A anpETonE M
Tor any professhon arrives
when lt begins b licve it

Bas  lesined  cnoaph.
b Duegl e gt ol stand sill, and
ki boisoms thal ston learmin g soos
discover thar the world has quictly

Why Learning Cannot End

el ahead witkhom theo.
Tahucerthom 1 bsenefoss Comnim nemaim
sundfined voihe sy vears of ile. I
must beeoee & discipline tha
accoausies individals st
Wk prafessional mmevs. Long
alger classrnpms fall silent and
ileprees are feamed on walls thi
bnabit ol fearn g coaginges i shaps:

STATESMAN (P-11), 13 MARCH 2026

" opinion |

how peenople think. odpge, and lead.
Learning, in this semse, js sm

merely The accwmilation of
information. li is the culibvation of
judgemens.

Thie kden s loag inloamnod glohad
Whsinking Al pricgEeoss, When the
Uriversal Declarstion of Human
Righis recogeised cdncation a5 a
Fumnad smveervtal righd in 1988, i adTemed
tniad lonovw ledige es ak the centne of
Buman dignity and  eacial
ailvmnae s B las Cas 59 u ol
fromewndk sellects the xamo
vonrvic o, By placieg cducakion
the Goncurreed List Cheough the
i2nd Amendmsent, the countcry
recogalsed that thedeveliopmesaof
knowledge s both a national
responsdlily and a shared pabdic
LTS MR ML

Eecatinn, howeyer. s mone than
o mainer of poticy. H 15 2 pablic pood
sustained by s broad soclal compast.
GOVEWMENL Crenle [ramewniks
andl cramduids, instinulienms. imparn
ke ledpe, aml veardes sl
el cariosily Yol e Lnee
vieality of cdwcation |ss in ke
weilingrectsal indhvidusls i continue
learmimy beyond farmad schooling,
In a century delimed by ranpid
techyneshiggical chein e aml goopaolitical
umcortainty. Uhal willingness kas
bercomae b ispeensalile,

The nternational communiny
retognised this reality discadios agn
The | mndmark 95 LURESCO repoel
Leatming: The Treasure Within,
prvgErnead by thae Dl ors Commibssion,
hig#Eghred the prowing tmportance
aflifedong keaming in an increasinghy
poorpdes worlil, 1t emphasised bat
kmcrwlediie soeietiios it demnnd
comtirmous intellediual deveinpment,
notmerely periodiceducation. The
repsarl lem underlined ke role of
learning in redecing ineguality,
promoding social coheslos, and
sirengLhening demosralic s e

Tieese Insights are oven moae
pelevaig poloy,

lew prafessions |lbastrate this
mcer chearty than (e militarg.

The characier af waifom ke

changid peofoundhy in recent disks,

The batlcficld is nolonper confined
o land, sea or alc 10 now extends
intn cyherspace, infarmation
networks, and comples iechnolngical
dosmaine Artificial intellipence.
il nnomous spstems, and advanced
communleations are sicadily
tramsbomming how conflicts unlodd
andl how national security dscll =
[T e BT

I rasdy cipeumst s, professional
compeience cannob ridy wdch on
deills, dneiring, or geowmubsiod
experience. It regmires a decper
mtcTleciual foundatinn.

India’s intellectual
heritage offers
another dimension
Lo this pursuit.
Classical works
such as Kautilya's
Arthashastra and
Thiruvalluvar's
Thiruklural
contain enduring
reflections on
statecraft, ethics,
and the conduct
of war.

Professiomal Military Educalion
pravelibes ikat foandation

A s hes, Professional Milisary
Educoios doss mare (has trapsmit
specipised knowledge, 10 puipose
i3 L cuiete udgemenl Training
peepares soldhers For Cashe Uk cin
be antic il Eduration prepares
lendlers {or siuathons thal cannoL
It encourages amalytical thimking,
sfrabegic awareness, and the ablliay
b ki decksions wihes clarity is
oiften chive,

Milmary insltutions areand the

world have increasingly

this necesslry, i the Uindicd 5omes,
ihi Gaklusine Michole Act off 1986
sirengibened Joint Professions)
Military Edocation and encouraged
JERERIET gl b aoroes the services.
The reflorm reflected a growing
underszanding ibal modern warfare
demands keaders whe can think
hevomd marrew  operarbomnal
hoandaries and giasp the wilci
sirmlCEic envirnnmenL.

Imdia’s evolving educational
Inmdscape reflecis a similar
comemitment 10 liisiong kearning,
The Mational Educmion Palicy aof
2020 emphasisce Mexibilivg,
multsdisciplinary menl and
enntimgnus access o knowhedge,
Mz hands ms such as the Academic
Bank ol Creddits rooognisethat learming
uslolds across dilferent stages of
Eifie, alrwlng imdividuals 1o pamse
] resvemme Shelr couCaions KeEmeys
witie comtimiing s bulld knowledge

141 Uz ST K, Bl Tinss ey
exprandod B etosy=tem ol lekrmsing.
The numbér of Fighst edadaiomal
inatitutions Bas grown signiflcantly
im the past decade, while digital
imfilaiives have transformed sooeds
1o knowledge. Platforms sach as
SWAYAM, DEEEHA, and SWAYANM
Frabha are widening educational
reach ooroess the coungry. Knowledee
oy brorveds: far beyond classrooms,
reaching aryone willing to pursze
I,

The cmphasic om skills and
wacktinnal edueation has also
gEathared momentum. Natkomal
it vee alimiid a skill developenent
sk toalign odeclon with emenging
eciomic realites and icchnologlcal
change. Such elforts oelalome a
Eargger <hil bn thinking: cducation
is ;o longer viewed as a one-time
sitabmment ket as & lifelong process
of intelleciaal and exsicnal
Tenewal,

Fof the armed Forees, these
developments carey particulas
sipmifoance. Military keadership
today demands far maore thas
operational proficlency, it requéns
strategic imagination. cultwral
wonreness, and the ntellectual
eamiiey i iniepre an iniemational
envitenment That grows more
comnples cach yoar. Prafessinnal

Ml Education therefore seehs
indevelopnretonly capable nfficers
Wil peflective leaders.

Inudia’s invellectual berivago affers
wnaither dimension o this pursui.
Classical worke: such as Kaullys's
mrthashasera and Thinevalluvar's
Thirukkural contain endmrl
rieflecisoms om statecradt, eghics, an
the conduct of war. Engaging with
these  wraditions alangside

conilemporary Hﬂll?]l: studies
eruriches the inpellectual foundaciors

of mil&#ary education and connects

pmdll-h'pnﬁhgm

" he psaphyaflonglcasiog

i also shaping poecrmanes bevond
IMM“LF.T sphene, Irlﬂal.i-lumh
as Jurn-.-:ﬁ Lopermole
contimuoos bearning amaong ciwil
EEMVENES, recognising that e
sdministeation requires coasiant
renewil of know and skdlls in
arapidiy etving polkoy emvimnme.

poimt 1o a heoader shift In how
education & usderpioml. Laaming
i ni longer confised 10 yonk. b
T Enboeiie: 2 cpit Fruieg pemfizsional
discipling hal aciompanidss
imd bridhaals thesughoul ther lives,

The strength of any institution
ultimatehy lles in the quality of i
thinking

For mlitary organi=ations, the

comperence. Edwoation bullds
jodgement,

Professinnal Miliary Educatian
themeloes sustaing & fradition chat
remains  both ascient  and
e g gl
W . o
o Uhe bartefield st be marched
by chastiy o thought beyued i,

Perhages Ehat relurme us £n the
ceniral uthy with which this reflection
began. The moment & profession

seves Bt has heamed enough &
the groment H begins 1o Bl hehind,
I i wirld delmed By capiil change
and persistesl mncuciaindy, the
capacity te keep learming may well
prove (o be the most declsive
aibvanuage of 2kl

T TN B PO KT AL 1 THE VR
X HESEET A PR

T 1 |
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of devslogmeeni such as lain-
gusps and sommunicrimn
aigills Bul By G found

srrt Gk s sirumgle with
arwiad mnd gretend play, mis-
e e chikres avad fea
rpprgaih 1 H Y EE s
W =
RTLNEETL SR

o juitE ol s
s leswmia il
ey,
Ak
ruvrriy

v ok

TELEGRAPH (P-4), 13 MARCH 2026

'::'-i'.lh'l‘l’H.':\l Mecilly of ‘sdocs-
Aoz, wrhan L i =i

tight

Iy s cemerTipi eRarwards,
el 1 T pory e

The Telsgrap.
The resssrobays Toumd
ik L Gl 19% AT
wpwared chilldnn's v
rds ol pann by Takss
fr the chil2, sad fatled o r-
SR W APy R
slEtveaLs b Seelings. S
mrwd childnm e wisilily
Fruscested when il il
i e Lismerning
En phie inSHNEE, when 2
iras.yunr-pkl Wl e oy
“1w s~ it mishiend ared
ruflisd “Man't warry. I'm o
happre [l bssd. Let's eepithe
fuim grone Whal shill wi vk
sbene e 1?” The rowsrcirern
vy such s nmpaties ool e
Iy by beyp el ey achid shai
s warhmesys Wi s i in e e
Whan s dooR el = Ee

Ve thys bl Lrsrbs 11 bused
ek v el s W
rctilf s = alt
givd haed wa The par

il vakon.” Cosdisie sl
“In thiz cams, the mmisosme-
rowakien rreani That the childs
Tee g wvr= il rdesed -~
Ehys sl jay el epmienes
AL EREre S0 Al AR T
Loowm] Pbptised 18 (IR
o h arscomE el
oodscra and ber oo
|EapE Jemy Gibsan, profies-
vt ol develiEnsn pagchal:
g al i be bl bt Thire
|8 Iitle seleridic nkeod ol
s A e e chifdren umks
Vi W, e [t they
EF CUEIEIETLL ke,
“Thare ans ik o i
ik eganlirg poasidi

paris of ikess 30N o0 paORE
ablidren Eeyomd conshier

atlens of Al Hierary,” theg
REANE L sk yepart pebeed
afi Fridey. “Addxinally, &

mums % (S iEn may nol

P
witls lrpaling %o ualirfecaled
TS VD iem i e
[ d waih e

herefiis bnmand.”

The res=aIThers naws rs;
mirerenSad eIl nen na Ay
ALEE hralaiial sy by

L LT T
Eteriihl pasd afe wnd e
redovtiorad aressd wEh Vding
e snd dormee b g
ey o clerds, -
B0 A T 1 DL

i peElaTem oL Ad
el e d iR feres
i wolll wwleser socines|
i o 8 mhered &3l hesy

might ik Ties, " Geesiaprs
axid, “This coaibll msan s
Wh‘lﬁ [ERTI
1t Wik tined dirvelap
Ul i aieriisd Lelr
For sxacpie. o ooEEE e
ket 1here sheudd =8 remls-
Elans aroand ivrs: allirmins
Erieredsiip o o chldaen
Praadit Eabed s W oaid sleasy
o B e B WY
Tirwes wad oy polices. Fhich
il belp parenis kel dei-
sirea shaoe which Al oy &0
ooy, Ay
The pans s guidedres fr
PRI - AR (I i fons
W b e Bk gRiRacie for
MY A& s age and develag-
Ernlal st Lokl #iil fof
mitrreanen sk b peovrg
merHdis] agF rangs fnom D5

=2 Ak g ara in edlepe e
B IR 404

er regulations on Al toys

B D thor tar soppasi
AU L i v mLus e G
I¥? For saacpi, barvieg Ao
leafocay sow mords chae-
leg lexming s helsgm
e o segTr o ling
Ly ]

.WIL—FH'F.I. rizmas-
ErE Wil o =" L3
e |I'.-1._JI. hr| )
il peed i wrie. T mas
e, & bl 1oy il mevc 0
o AR Chac the k'
ey ol il oo win
. 1 e i mopledis
sock o Berd kg a3 peeang-
g i v il 8 peack wil

CTdla e pr-
ipEnagrar

el chukd gaandrell oo the

pivadacr wvhidl, o kagng.
] i ndepereipd LTS

.-Fl'ﬂ*- |1‘j ek



Admin
Typewritten Text
TELEGRAPH (P-4), 13 MARCH 2026

Admin
Typewritten Text


IIDR b B Hold

T T W A ge A

WA T W # a3 AuH AW

TEE 1 A wEd W W
i & = ol sRe-gd ofem A
T 39 & T W S SR
#1 ora 9nE A 2 e oas TEm A
4 TH F F| I F wE GE) A o
W T | g HeEEEie wib R, 3
Ty, FEE 3 T A 7w J 1
e w9 4 o o #) wem e
I TE] e U A i e
4w B am) B o9 200827

e R el

H gae 9 EE Cwiew' T FE T,
AieF I IoaF | s W= il
o T & 5 uitren & Frfed = wee
T % o aret & R 3 T ara]

i i A o, P d e

e 3 Fee o T TwEm s A
FEET § R gE S & f
e sl T w i ofEm dan w1
i, = S = e e, agamEnd st
T w1

Wi apEfawmal o sim dem
FeEmsl # HHF § WEN 4 e g
wienrat & fraw 1 wufyea 5 #)1 fea
%o T d T A e w5 w, P
<ffim 45 3 e =1 32 % T
At T WEER B S dm oS omed
= FE % w29 e W oAk
foem it ¥ A e o s A
= G # g w5 et
:mqﬁmmﬁﬂrmﬂm-%hﬂ
Wt % 3k £ e 1 fefea
RITT S9! TRET € WG B WA e
H HE-iE Bt s e T
| A T g dE Em O,
4 ez w0 W ey ) fafee o A
W T % fow o fefem oreen W
HIEH 1S o Em) e A d
FRrl 1 IR & g w7 wwe H 15,000
S 500 Her § e, T

DAINIK JAGRAN (P-10), 13 MARCH 2026

g afernadi ff B 9 ) e o

Thaed, WM st siften & f iz
Pl Ce ol i A o
FNE A TEAE W SR FEe S
W WA g ey e el d
e TN W S
Fue Fasion =1 o

T AR EWW OB TEmEN 9RO
=AM TSI oe 8 i wed 3R
w86 oe fem oW T #1 S
e 3t Fefimm SHer % Wi | 62

3 ol 8

T R AR e e oo
=1 Fim dewm, = & & faw o T
aigs ® d W HEg § o4 Tes
ot 3 A B i e @
S| TR g TR oYt
T T S o W e
@ T & T W § T e W
T § e, Forea S el s =
eit, aftws wg Wi w0 sl o fawi
#m w & i T A
T A 0w # @ A
fBen W %y 2 FAed fawEtaame,
fin e BNt 59 @Al W= o
i T & TR BT TR TEE S
T g F AR A e s
H e = W A T 3 TR &
T = o TR o e §) i B
A 90 €6 W wE & 2, Wl e
faim smm vam #) 599 Fafeem o,

mrege § o 50 Wm W Al a3
iR B TER 3 3 i o e
e &1 38 W FA A0 st wenad
Wt R W e = s d
Fnsr 3 e § WA AW oAm g A
s el % b O T o g #
a9 7026 9RA + v = Fofgs a9 @
| ST TR g & e

T8 A1 e T

response@iagran. com

(8 &


Admin
Typewritten Text
DAINIK JAGRAN (P-10), 13 MARCH 2026

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text


ASIAN AGE (P-5), 15 MARCH 2026

My continip g struggles

with literatype festivals

1 el

el 0 g oy 1 VR EEE liopp

T et Ty B VL e g s AL

|r-|u'|.-;'rll':’:','.':]“ 192 K 1y "'ﬂllll%‘l’rl.h_-;;f‘"n::r“

blwkley L T S .;'I:rﬁrlw::m&m“w ;.,:",IFI
bt kb ek oyt

. ¥
ul ™
L T T, a tw
Ipriae e A chvma oot o At 3 iasopy Trriet b
nlig, i g P gy g e T R0 Ml
ﬂlumun';._d:;-_‘!r'}lﬂnu Clbior 'Ji‘l",;!_"l'l'i"llml.lnh'- =
it b e il ) M S
T ""'E'-'.:“m-l-h'il' the i gy _j'a'u;"}:rln Who WV L miy e
+Hhing B dieey s T & Rikckay fur Funislimesy .rm*-'r Wil g
TEUE Con i by s e
irkead It bl by s gL k] ey
g ftriy, LEUETTE my i
e e “""’lellhhuxm‘mu'

a1l ks,
ke 1 g o 1 it |m|;!1..1h’:'r'ﬁ_""ﬁm4m.unr.._u..

WHETE ke af]
hhl-clruilun.-.;u"t:,?“:rr';;
I.“"‘"-:'"-'ﬂhi-n.l.nqr
L: the gl | wag
IT& for, Wh
= L ST P T re—" et
g
“ﬂh‘_m o with me =
Fray, lhis gise
L1t w chvaiele af ey
HIUpERS  on e,
Frmmemberinig why |
Wan there o maklig
'"-""t; thire waz 3 e
rihin  chamgi
lanzs, bt nquﬁ.ﬂ:.  beamtifuly B bodishon 7 P el
:’lur‘ﬂ'ﬂ s Chenaai
ilberae regrrods il dare | sy, n fanry Fesipip
Did it ke m g0 with ey inlerecions Lo |
Sharard ay Chorsrfiirh, AT Ko, Mal gkl S
Kioral D giiple, obooada Wolgh Tashi Chs -
Jahriz Barve smang others® Pa Lm"--:.l II;"H-; Lhiltre anl pet
T ¥ FIe
1HE 1} fave In do wilh e n'-:ﬂru Spath By Talmis Abimesil, forme
s e e T i
115k impani (17 Blad dofs
ity AG s s are Jigniing op (he sk vl hoo - sy Prormoas, and
anuiTrreg il indisbend lives. 1 can’ help bl Lhiak Sow iy Lis
§ e
O W i eoyme, ik tha dvir Lt B, wiee o e i b samm a il
roriad Fases a1 ewery vene dosgerule v phd gng Their lawsl book, i the
Thvorosd Eipes W ve heen cowed # a il iy P, DOEF S
[m4is was. @ — Aps Elmply — i oreiresped — e Middk Bl i
Morth Affics [MENA) FuILrlmJ'n:l'ﬂ"'rl-'ﬂ::'lhihﬂ'&--:l:-.lrlrﬁi"lrr.
Hhuat bl Aremesii g Lo do B A
sgr..-“.;m-nhmmdﬁmlh who [BE mairee cens s of sl of e
ondy - alighily Bimb gavdp-iteare i @pfier,  sellpromalieg  Beshina
Zamnrrs A et Kaiivals rap ey 10 [ e, B ol b A WO

i orreeraity . [ raE g
fitled with siuderes. Shduis [ram zol jusi the |, with el busdied

o serTeuTaling 1 nod R UTDAT, bRl TLER ;
beirg brmaght in ewery dar, [ '_E_':.'E;'F&EE" al I|n|.-1;'|:::'|r.|l¥

fomLival st phiene. - FraE Carrier Jain. ot 0l FUCAL (sl o o
il hﬂi_.[;‘n-::-.lcdﬂ'rl-::‘ l"‘"l:'ih.-l\:h,ﬂ.: decmiat 10 bolid e Ll
ki Dehpagarts, raer Lhan Coissalall, 310 pUSTe ueisrsiy
oo ks yiparnd 1L L] g resphisrar

with a shoilar rocor] thal serees the gren o sl wideras win sl

i
dalibrrae. |8 Wil I';m_.“. 2 bbrane Sl

rmaly e a chppee B @
;.:II;p.T:::llH-' rlr.l;lrlprl.-lnu..-ﬁ IF u:;rd-::l-r"-;lr:lnrrl -:ln:_l:llllll'-'“-:l-r: IIIH'I
T.“.:Inld-' L m‘lkr;l:ln:'l:l '.-:} ;.I:F:::Il pamar ol 'h'l"'r'ﬁ"r:'-'“.':.’j'i
. ‘nr-nITJ 5 (i writers w80 woild b llrm_h:. I'rILrn-.u...
e ] Ii-;l.'n:iﬂrrl respad - ki el s, arl Kk
gt i
g b s e Towm e s BiEh

imnoeels, 1, iiweag
F H al whai furdr ] v "'::rm.l:l el Bripa. Uy shukmis -.-:lﬁ-:ﬂl'

farint Pampkars, A warmd @ o
i prsey :: Lk o being oer “ha ...T._-.h-qn 1 (e EE

giver 1 irs frin il MOOEETE 0 vEr
wred 2 £l i freem NPTRRE

they |h:i.-¢|'l"'-'33;’ -.u!'h wheh "":_.1 il s theoee EE itaye hd

we el 1wt shared the

forgfd
oy ( ERD {5 m geriivd o, plapaThahl o

” L ETRMIATINT


Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Text Box

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text
ASIAN AGE (P-5), 15 MARCH 2026

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text


Women
as leaders

True equality in
leadership is tested
not by presence
alone, but by the
ease with which
authority is
accepied

STy S hal gt

mSE A b ey =

T Bbly peperesrn aban

I off st n
Tealerstip his
e, vhe Bl

et by w | ek places
coaimies 1o reveal stnechurl and
e hariceml challenges thal ane kes
wisile, Vil eonee ikl
Leadership = nod menely gdasil
depision-making, it & abour the
e anoe of those decminns. Foi
wany womsen e adership rodes,
authrity = JlIerl'I-“H'-Iu:-
s 1 .3 titiis, nformeally
examined. InsirucEs may be
rompdied with, b wath dielay,
verthcation or paral] cormsratian,
[ectshions may necafve formal assent,
wied B revisitied dhirough ot
chamnmes. Theses respafes are Tl
explicil, but sufficiersly patberiid [0
shaese the Inadenbip expetinnee
mechiioms odveyed by wOmen
Eadery nu:\.,‘b: mstance, D
informaily recondwined taough
il hiercles even e
agiesmen has baen recodded
Trves inrodces an additonsl
ciggnitive burdien. Leadership, then,
erealives oo uiily deciding, b
anticiparny hine dacisions will be
perresrel and acted upon. Mamaging
Ihlri'lll'_d.l_lﬁ' herearmes & sustanecl,
e re e crackmeese ke,
prolEminnal s prarestiliig
e oo e Tunictod nid anly
{hpersah Barmmal hieearcines b
Vo ikl e b WhaErs
e i s @ influeros earrcteed
Lot arvess b wach e CE
niealiice profincionad molstas this i
st rai b thain frcmbernal
et time. 1lis destance gy Swpe
esmERETCAlun patte v, confidencs
wrad phe marsset inwhich gLty
|h.|.-nt|'|l."-|.|
I suich coainexts, bedariouni
ad is ansprising. Whal ©
percaded as righlity may refleciai
affort ar clariy. Al the s fme,
quishtaes sach as empeihi,
ronsultation arad oollabarames
decision amaking wifiely
recognisid o strengtie - may e
enbare acd &h wen ks of Indetision
whicn e el by woenei eaders
This dvergenoe hirweei W01 G
percepiion necesshiaies con e
calibiacion.

Snrnllll}'..llﬂph:ﬂ'lm
The iansegliifoes beooms muoe
propoinced win cutoomes Gl

ahort, Berubiny may then extend
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tearvinied this ilemdien 1o che
Trddasidual, shining from aenlisetual
mrahuation in personal seasmem
There is plan & 1EdERCy b
peneraliae such instancs, allowing
lmrbotid Tapeaes o Ehape broadet
perce ik of womnen in lsasdership
Crmparsble somtions chewhem
e ole n ergated a5 sialional A
leciyion thar fails i yickd expecind
resalis oy Tk disproportisns
cpeticating of [ukigrmeend of
teaderzhip sivle, il than a
carsfil examisarion of cofaFaan,

Prniesaional irajiciogies am
HEkewise irdiuenced by tha WiEgne
asmgreed B et sondl crrumetanoes.
Family respamshilides ae ofben
reated mod merely as emporay
realities, bt as indcaion of
logg e aibahiiny and
commitment. Though seldom
artosleted, such aempmplion shape
mxpuacarione and aprTUniy.
fdilne profroiosal demands -
rarve], esterded hours spul ke
mutdity ~ may be realuited dormh
the lifis of prespmed personal
nhEgathons.

For many weomeen, prokssioml
wcoans renlains imertwined with
corerbaien wriihin et famike This
creates & dual expectasion — of
eyl performonce ponpd
sy j,q|.-::m|l|.-wnlrnl..
Thessr f_u:.-.'pglﬂ.n.-uundslnlllmu::'
s sl priortties i wsys nal
abwars Tl witkin fommal
:-|||||rr|'.|.n'-|] FNHWIIE.

Iz ks equally Imporeant o
i brnodeade that betharioms aedh b
areTCoampE s NN, withdrawal,
comparsen, heightened sell-kows
o ehe nesd for vdidadon & mm
pender-ipecific. They are iraman
i 0 sl oy, Y
when imerpreted through a
perndened Same, they aijuae
mepiesEntive meaning.
Seltawarene=s, ihendore, iomes
e e e 1y desirabe ot nevessary.

Pty dynimmics s another laper.
In envircemanis whet
opparuniiies speear Bmied,
coapars may displao:

a8

gt Mpq:-rwwill.hllll_'l;‘l:litﬂlﬂ
a sustained, (hugh aften
uiackowispel, profession
respopEibily e women

codlihoraten. As sysieiils grow HiomeE
imcis e and instibstonal sty
P cpparEasity. el
scarcity dissinlshes, allowng

ol tive athrancemmen o rephor
compeiied Selensrseness.

Auldpeing these Challenges:
sequires ot snacnmsd evalomion
ared byt larky.

A the incbvidual e, leadersigs
ternehits from epdiladum.
rofzssonal peesenttion el
align witl role, comba and
vesponsiility, prinforing ¢ rediibing
wi beroming s sUlEmRmRe
Cnscious chiioes b artipe and
puhitic condoc shoubd nefiec this
cedlipremn, with doe regand In
occasion and tie pubile nanre of
oow s office. The olijective |3 mol
resriction, bt the projroion of
credisliny e porpuse radher thas
peescmal display. [Hscretion in both
physical and digial spowes helps
emisre that poblic perceptiom
seamaing abymed wirh profiscional
responmadilioy and walininnnal
cregdislity, The distinciion benseen
iskertiveness and afgresskm
warranis ATETERL Ansriivenes
clarifies; aggression iscalabes amd
vt resisanie. Efective
Y=gl ey lies i R ss wiETon
aniganiEm, anchoeid in cirmy of
s, MNOL Pery expesikon
requires ERernalization, mor does
ury externl srandard meri
ELGTH

Irofesional milependemoe rests
i suhstidilive ETgRgemens —
rescingl, e paraion, organtsatian,
and conilnues aming
CodBmantion may e distrisaced,

b, juckgment panne be outseared;
i s remmain anchored with the
feaudir. Feer relataonships groumided
in izl respect iresgthen
it e a5 rmach & ndiriduaks.

Lewdership dives et demand

AT LinceE.
Snrainable suthoriiy reds an
popsisiemcy rather thean ehasnon.
Space for raflection 1s inbegral in this
Pyt i Refection b5 N retrea; i s
ponewal, M A systemic level,
Erclipshon ik o e i|
symbwiEm. Fqual oppoffuniy musl
e aconmpanied by eopml
mroepranee — of sl [WTEy; l.'i'-l‘!l'ltrs-z
pesdership sryles, amd of fallibibey,
Where credisling s by
pepeatedly established and wahony
ool dieferaded, leadership
ez simicnirally constrited.
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salil Sahadevan .

n the mid-ifah cen-
tury, an Ausitian
monk beed perera-
thos of pea plants n
his manastery garden with
meticulows care,  He
mapped thelr maks, ne
mrd-ed:he resulie, and pa-
"bllshed them I an un
known journal. He wem

, back to his regulsr teach-
irg, and his work went un-
nokiced.

i Decades laer, binlogisis
revisited has paper and
mo0es in the margins and

¥ fyund thar bis experimens
revealed the hasis of hered
ity. Omce 2 forgocten foot-

¥ ote, the garden experi-
ment became the seed of
modern gemetcs, and Gre:
gor Mendel (s faher

helix structure ol DMNA.
Encwem & Photo 5L, it mas
within the foomote of her
lab logs and might have Te-
malned umseen amill War
son and Crick allegedly
used it o claam the break-
through leading 1o the Mo
bl Prize, beaving Franklin
i che margims for years.
Cometimes, we loak oo
late inte the margins of
knowiedge. 1o che Mth cen-

%
:
i
:
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Following a footnote

Breakthrough learning often hides in footnotes and margins. How can we
train ourselves to value these overlooked learning spaces?

histarian Ghie-
werghese Joseph
thiz recognition. Recently,

Malayalam probessar Lty
Chacko umcowvered unpa:
blished fragments af the
works of Madlasa  alter
two decades ol Sifting
through  thousamds of
palmleaf manusoripts.

When [ asioed how, she
repiied, “From the mar-
gins, always from  the
Mmargms.”

The main narmratives
misz what marters sl
The surprise Is in the mar-
gins and fooemaotes, whers
fewe lnok. This 35 mone s6.,
a5 we rend o ghrink every
COMFIEIRICATRn imo
shwarns, salppsas and cap-
ke

Age of compression

W lbee Bn the age of com-
pression bias, where news
Is reduced o push alerts

and books condenssd (mo
surmnmaried, See the same
logic in our cofversations
when we gy “oat o the
chase™ or “ghe me the
glst®. It is conwenien and
efficient, but comes af &
cost.

The margins, where po-
welty ofien beging, are
erased in summarisaton,
camsing what does naot fit to
diszppear. By igraring the
peripheries, we risk recy-

cling obd Icdeas
Why do these

mates? They hold the
pieces of kemwledge that
dio mot have & home as yet
In the malmstresm soory,
They hodd conradictions,
odd questions, and falled
artemipls 2 raw maberials
fue new knowledge, mak-
ing marging and [ootmobes
infellectual commons free
firom e presaures of pop-
wharity and marketabilicy.

Eiecplng them alive
So how do we keep the
mangins alive? Make spaces
for incidentsl bearning
You folkow one idea and &
fuote at the benom opens &
e door,

The theill of chasing &
reference chain teaches a

kind of thinking that uses
the courage io wander, Se-
rendipity thrives in these”
kowledge wanderings. 1f
we dda not do this, there s a
persomal  Joss,  Students
ralzed aondy on snmmaries
and MCOs hecome effi-
cient consumers but shal-
By ecplorers.

In classrooms, Ir sarts
with design. Assign work
thiat requires cliagipns, Pick
a ‘Wikipedia page an & Do
and follow & few linked
papges in sequEnce, naring
how each click bends the
conyersbican iR e e
e ways, [wrning & singhe
fact oo 8 series of discov
eried,

From a passage with
rich footnares, my macing
referepces back o their
spurce 1o find surprising
Insighas that d&d not make
it Enio the main fext.

[ ghis with an Al-based
citaficn network, even
that miay lead nowhere. Ex-
plore connecticns in an-
cient texts and palmelerees
using Machime Learning
and ¢feare  speces  for
open-ended research
whene the owicome is
um koW,

Mg Exciting  rabhbit
boles often begin at the
edpes of the page, whers
the nesa chapler searis,

Views exprecied in this
article are perional
T wrtdif oh gty Seirclany wits
T i ey GRanLs LOmTiiien

#ral ai edial B S e
A I Hyderabiad
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E

VMINDED OF VALUE OF PLAY |

Focus on joyful learning: Principals’ pitch

JHITSL b MATL MIDAR

Cabrunia; Several school principals bave high-
!mhmmmmnﬁwmmmmmm
mmmmp,hmmﬂm
mm*ﬂfﬁﬂﬂﬂihthﬂnnrmmdmmmmm

=

Miost sehiols are et o commencs the W
-_ll:lﬂlﬂ'l.!'ﬁlhnﬂu-n in April. with orieniathon meed-
brges schiednled for March, A few mstitotions Bave
started thiss mestings for parents of childron
aboat to ener sthoals.

“Children most spend timme with kids of their
agre and mod stay only with their grapdparents,
parents. or domestic belp all the time, YWe are

Chibdren pick up socinl skills and develop
lanpusips more guickly when they communicate

Sond, director, BTN Jimkor Schial

of their pwn age.

*There is fruth in the sapimp that it takes avil-
with and are in the company of peers, sald Soman | lage to radse a chilld, But the challenge in todan's

ape is where is the village or the pesple? Peogle

=Ty wadt for their turs, am resclve conflicts [ don™ even Know their netghbours too well, " sald

o their owT, and understand each other bet-
ter, When it comes 1o adults, it's didsctic ar too
indulgent,” said Soud, national core commitiee
member of Twn
Association (ECA ) end Association of Primary
Eduration and Research (4 per) — that focus on
early childhessd development.

Children residing in hm:l-rlblem].ldlnll“l.-
o herve the opportunity e et witth g

Sood

ﬁhmﬂ'erlluuﬂ.w:hﬂukmmdlﬂiﬂﬂq
ity varbonis aerlvi des, and they are ranning Grom

Farly Childhosd | one class o nnother with o free time of thelr

wam. Even 17 ey Ak plasybingg. il §s sqipecvised
e with & poal in sight.

=i udwoch e unsireciored play me becanse
tha ndlews chabdren to make conneciions with
nne aneiiner,” said Sagora,

with litthe children, they Mgt e
accoempanied by adults, bt UV o b g, )
tance From the children at pLAY. “An adu 5.
b supervising whether the child is afs o g
tnat defimitely not mtﬂfmﬂmﬁmm‘
iBg Amongst themaelves,” sadd & Kindergarts,

| teacher

Parenis comparing their chlldre with s,
kids is ancther clallemge that school nes i 5

| diress and rermind parents about,

Tl tendendy to compare 15 5ol bmived 1o ehj

| dren in higher classes only. “Every diid is diffsr

ent, bad parents fail 1o realise that. The mmgart-
som siaris a5 earty as Kindergarten shen they s
why is he cryving when their frisnd &sor™ s

- | Gargd Banecjes, principal. Sri 5o Aadems,

Teachers sid there Are certain s tat par:
ents peed b set inoa family,

“¥e tedl parents not to celpbrase thildren's
birthdays in a pub, There has to b & diference
berwoon what parents can do and what chikren
can," sabd Sapea.

Shildren think it's right for then i ¥ha
m&mhuﬂn.m F he
sald & 15 et ogr b aburidd D,

—

e
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CLASS ACT

Efforts are on to embed artificial intelligence in educational systems, But for best
results, active participation of educators is a must, says Natasha Singer

Aldvantage Schools

n early Nevember, Microsoft eaid
it would supply artificial intalli-
gence 1oals and training o more
tham 200,000 stadents s eduwes-
tors in the United Arab Emirabes
ways later, a financial services
compsny in Kazakhstan anmounced
an agreemient with OpenaAl to provide
ChatGPT Edu. a service for schools
antl umiversities, for 1.65.000 educalors
in Kazakhstan, Last month, xAl, Elon
Kusk's artificial intelligence compa-
ny, annsunced an even bigger project
with El Salvadar — developing an Al
Tutaring system, using the company’s
rrok chathat, for more than 1 mallion
snydents in thousands of schools there.
Fuelled partly by Amserican tech
companies, governmmis aroand Lhe
glabe ara racing (o deploy genaratie
Al systemns and tralning in schools and
umiversities Some US tech leadars say
Al chatwots can be a boon for lsarning.
The tools, they argue, cin save teach-
ars time, customise student learning
and help prepane young peaple fior an
“Al-driven” economy. But the rapid
spread of the new Al products could
alao pose tisks to young peeple’s devel-
oo aned well-buing
A recent stwdy from Microsofi and
Carnegie Mellon University in the US
found that popular Al chathals may
diminish critical thinking. Al bots can
preluce anlbaritative-sounding eres
vl misirdormadion, ol same teachers
are grappling with widespread Al-as-
sisted cheading by studinds
For years Silscon Yalley has pushed
tech tools like laptops and lesrning
apps lnfo clagerocoms, with promises of
improving silucation access and revo
lathomising learning. 5460, & Ednhat al-
fort to expand schosl compater acees
— { progrrivmanes Eniewn os One Lapog
per Chld - diel pot bsprove slisdepts’
cognitive skills or academic tatoomes,
secarding to studles by professos ad
economizts of hncreds of schoals in

Feru. WNow, a5 some tech bovsters make
similar education aceess and fairness
arpamends for Al, children's agencies
like el areurging caution and call
irg e more guidance for schools.

Stewen Wosloo, a digital policy spe
cialist ad Undeef, wrote in & recent poat,
"Unp.l.‘ilied use of Al #yEisms may ac-
tively do-skill students and teachers.”

Education systems across the globe
are increasingly working with tech
coarpanies on Al foels and iraining pro-
Erammes, I the LS, where stabes amd
sehool districts typieally decide what to
kesach, seme prominent school sysiems
recently introduced popukar chatbots
fior tesching and learming.

{huishde the U5, Microsoft in June
announced o partnership with the
ministey af educaion i Thatland 1o
provlde Free online Al shills feisons
fior inandreds of thouzands of shidents
Several months later, Microsofl said
it woadd wlso provile Al teadning for
1,50, 00 tespchers i Thadland. Opendl

Tk B i

Bias pledped to make ChatGPT avakla-
ble to teachsra I government schools
Armss [ndia,

The Baliic nation of Esdonin is ry-
ing a different appeoach, with a broad
new national Al edacation inilistive
called Al Leap. The progromine was
promped partly by a vecenl poll show
ing that more than 90 per cent of the
Ao s |L‘|ﬂl schaowders were alrendy
using popalar chathods ke ChaceT
for sehoalwork, kading to worrdes thal
a0 stidents wers baginning o de-
e school nssignaments o Al

Festonin thes prossed U3 tech gianls
v ilapt thelr Al 1o pocal educativnil
reeds and priorities. Besearchers of the
[niversity of Tarte in Esbomia v e
with OpenAd to modify the company’s
Fatonian-lnnguige service for schoals
g0 it would respomil b studenls (querss
with questions pather thian produce &
rect answers

Infrmbnced this school vear, the Al
Lenp programmse Ains b beach edea-

students sboul the wses, limits
mz'ﬂa;mm pigks of Al teols In s piko
phase, tpachers in Eslonia rece]ved
training on OpenAl's ChatGPT and
Google™s Caminl chathats
=Tt's critical Al liferacy,” sad lvo
Visak, the chief executive of the Al
Leap Foundation. an Estonian nopproé-
it that is helping to manags the naton-
gl edocation programme. “It's having
a very clear upderstanding that these
tools can be nseful — but at the same
timee thise toods cando a lot of Rarm ™
E staris alse meemtly held 2 mutonal
training day for students in somse high
schools Someof thosestidents annow
ising the bots for fasks liKe generad
ing questions to help them prepare for
schood tests, Visak sald. “If these com-
pramties ywothd put thelr efort nod only in
pushing Al products, but akodalng the
prdacts fogether with the scducationil
aygtems, then some of these products
conld be nsefil.” he adided |
This scheo) yedr, celand sarted its
oo national Al palot in schosds. Now
apveral linmilres] feackers aeross fhe
COUIMEY are experimenting with foag-
Ie's Gemini chathol oF Anthropie's |
Claude for tasks like [essom planning.
ps then i b fd helphal nses acel o
pinpaint i boacks. )
Researchors at the LUnwersey sil
leeland will then study how edueabors
used the chadbeds. Tinna Arisndalie
anil Frada Gylfacottin, two ledchers par
ticipading 1 the pilat ata high selool
caibebde Ryl s the Al toals b
hedped thems cieate ongaging liasons
moreauickly, Thit has made the leelis
die tenchers ol the more deteri ikl
thiay sail o belpstudents bam fe o
xtlly mmisess anid v chadbogs
‘I.I:,r-l. pige Iruistine Al Blmadly,”
nardioiir sl " They ane oy b II.I:I.11|I.
lvation todo the havd work of learn- |
i Tt wir [vive 1o beact iem s o |

learm with AL®
YITNE

I T A
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SHARED PATHS
FORWARD

From literature and learning to trade
and technology, Ireland and India
have built ties beyond geography

Aanchal Mathur
@timesofindia.com

n the western edge

of Europe sits

Ireland, a small

nation whose
g!u!:mi footprint is remarkable
given its size. Across
continents, its ties with India
have strengthened steadily
over the past few decades,
shaped by history, culture,
trade, and education, While
geographically distant, the
twio countries share a
growing relationship that
blends economic
collaboration with people-to-
people connections,
highlighting how nations of
vastly different scales can
build meaningful
partnerships.

e

HISTORICAL AND
CULTURAL LINKS
ireland and India may seem
an unlikely pair at first glance,
saparated by thousands of
miles and oceans. Yet the two
nations share certain
historical parallels. Cultural
exchange has been a
comerstone of the
relationship. Insh literature,
with its rich storytelling
tradition, has resonated with
Indian audiences, The works
of fiterary giants cantinue to
inspire Indian readers and
wariters alike. Irish authors are
increasingly present at major
indian literary festivals,
fostering dialogue between
teva rich literary traditions.
Music, dance, and theatre
further strengthen cultural
ties. Irish traditional music

and dance , with instruments
like the fiddle and bodhrédn
and performances like step
dancing, have been featured
in festivals and workshops
across India. Bven
celebrations such as Saint
Patrick’s Day have found
audiences in India. Major
cities host cultural events,

including music sessions, Irsh

dance performances, and
exhibitions that highlight
Ireland's vibrant heritage,
Through these activities, Irish
culture has extended its
reach, creating inforrmal
networks of apprediation and
connection.

EDUCATION AND
PEOPLE-TO-PEOPLE TIES
Education has emerged as
one of the mast visible and
influential pillars of Ireland-
India relations. Irish
universities attract thousands
of Indian students each year,
drawn by high-quality
programs in technology,
busipess, medicine, and the
sciences. Beyond academics,
these students immerse
themselves in Irish society,
gaining exposure to the
country’s culture, arts,.

and traditions.

TRADE AND ECONOMIC
NGAGEMENT

By December 2025, lrish
exports to India reached EUR
48.8 million, while imports
from India rose steeply 1o EUR
114 million, reflecting the
growing depth of bilateral
trade. Ireland's exparnt-driven
ECOnDmMY continues to benaiit
from collabaration with
Indian companies in sectors
such as [T, healthcare and
fintech, while shared
imitiatives in research and
development, innovation and
technalogy transfer have
further strengthened
economic ties. Though small
in population, Ireland's highly
globalised economy enables
it to engage meaningfully
with a rapidly expanding
market fike India.

SCIENCE, INNOVATION,
AND SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT
Irish insttutions collaborate
with Indian counterparts on
renewable energy, climate
adaptation, and medical
research. For instance,
partnerships in biotechnology,
phalrmacm and
tmaronmental technologies
have enabled knowledge
sharing that benefits hoth
nations. Development and
humanstarian cooperation also
form part of keland's
with India. Also,

Ireland has partnered on
Initiag oy

S0, acrass continents and
aceans, the story of ieland and
India demonstrates the power
of shared heritage, human
exchange, and creative
collaboration. From dassrooms
to literary festivals and
collabarative research labs, the
two countries continue to forge
a relationship that balances
tradition with modemity,
proving that bilateral relations
are as much about people and
cuthure as they are about

polecies or trade agreements.

fich


Admin
Text Box

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text
ECONOMICS TIMES (P-8), 17 MARCH 2026

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text


ECONOMICS TIMES (P-9), 17 MARCH 2026

Learning beyond borders

As global education
trends shift, Ireland is
witnessing record
international enrolment,
with Indian students
emerging as a key driver
of this growing interest

Artha.Neog
@timesofindia.com

r many young people,
studying abroad is not just
about eaming a degree; itis
abaut discovenng new

perspecwes, expenencing different
cultures and preparing for a global
career. Among destinations gaining
traction among international
students, lreland has steadily
emerged as a preferred choice.

With a strong academic reputation,
welcoming culture and a thriving
economy, the country offers a
learmning emdronment that extends
beyond the dassroom. In recent
years, Irelamd has become an
increasingly popular destination for
Indian students. Mare than 13,000
Indian students are currently
pursuing higher education there,
drawn by globally recognised
universities, English-taught
programmes and industry-focused
courses that fypically last between
one and hwo years

A DESTINATION FOR LEARNING
AND GROWTH
Ireland’s appeal extends beyond
academics. The country attracts
nearly nine million visitors every year,
drawn by scenic landscapes, historic
cities and vibrant cultural Efe.
Friendly communities and a rich
literary tradition further enrich the
experience. Often referred 1o as the
land of saints and scholars, Ireland
has produced more Nobel Prize
winners in literature than any other
country. For many students and
isitors alike, these qualities make
Ireland a place where learning and
culture naturally come together.
Ireland has also built a strong
reputation a5 a centre for higher
education and research,

students are currently
pursuing higher
education in Irqland__

years, making degrees
faster to complete

—» Thousands of academic
programmes across
diverse disciplines

—= Globally recognised

universities with strong

industry links

Intermationally respected universities
offer diverse prOgramimes across
fields such as engineering, businass,
lawy, medicine, humanities and
liberal arts,

Interest in Irish universities has
grown steadily. The number of
international students increased by
45 per cent between 2013 and 2017,
More recently, Indian students have
been a major diver of this growth,
Enralment fram India rose by neary
30 per cent during the 2024-25
academic year, while overall interest
among Indian applicants increased
by around 38 per cent.

ACADEMIC OPPORTUNITIES AND
GLOBAL EXPOSURE

Certain disciplines are particularly
popular among Indian students,
Courses in information and
communication technodogy,

business, data analytics and law
attract strong enrolment because of
their relevance in the global job
market. Affordability is another factor
contributing to Ireland's appeal.
Tuition fees typically range from
abicut EURE 9,500 to ELUR 35,000 per
year, depending on the institution
and programmi. Students generally
budget between EUR 1,100 and EUR
1,800 per month for
accommaodation, food and transport.

A SUPPORTIVE ENVIROMMENT FOR
STUDENTS

English language proficiency is an
important requiremeant for
admission. Applications can be
subimitted online and should ideally
be completed well in advance.

Ireland's student visa system is
widely considered efficient, with
approval rates typically ranging
between 95 and 97 per cent for
well-prepared applications. During
their studies, intemnational students
can work up to 20 hours per week,
helping them gain professional
exposure while suppaorting living
expenses. After completing their
course, graduates can apply for a
post-study work permit allowing
them to remain in Ireland for up to
two years while seeking full-time
employment.

S0, with globally recognised
universities, strong industry
presence and a welcoming
emvironment, the couniry continues
fio attract students from arodlnd
the world
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" India's Research Readiness

to Markot

Indla’s 215t centery eipecially the
prEsent decade B marked as hisvon
cachisvement in ransforming fabora-
tory inmavations, translational-
Responsibie Besearch oo market ready
customized producre The milestones
achieved In the past decade have
greated s{eppangsicnes for our nation
1 elirmb thee ladider from Service-Baged
Industry io technalogical market resdy
products. The idealogy and kcan behind
1hiy SCTEST B our unique educational
policy, strong research, credit and
skilling Iramework, digital pubsic infra:
Srruchire, Ivesiments ad ".l-ﬂd"'l.ﬂ
from Government of indéa like Midh
Frayas, 5001, Pubdic Privane Pamnsership
(] ke Texas Insti i, echnalog-
fcal ioals and techmigues like Cadence.
Lynopiis, Xilling in f=miconductos,
ParamBudra super compiters [ow cost
CPU core per Unit, GPY card per anig),
large data base expeciady the genome
in biatechnology are prominest exam:
ples created by Government af india in
coltabaration with academia, industry
and siartups india’s MECent
breakthrough design of 2nm Chips
whith shows the strengeh of ocad fo
global design, taleni, amd research
ecasyyiems of our nacion.

AR WA B0 ol ol o e Y i A

Indian instibsians, industries, and
Irainirg parters like C:O&C, NIELIT ane
equapping shedencs me reskill and upskill
thepir ionowiedge andd creade brabnchild
praduces which is need of the haur far
our natlenal economic growth. The
Covernment of India initiatives
like Prosduction Linked Iniclachee and
Oesign Limked Inérlaive s0s a1 8 cals-
byst o b luepring for design snd pro-
ductian af produces in lidia that cater
locally and glabatly.

Indiis leas successful and no@ble
exarmples, case studies of sioming
academic research fo leading
o manuisaurmng of swadeddn products
in our bomelmd enabling o actiee the
wizion of Prime Minlster of India
Marendra Modi: Innovate, Patent,
Produce and Prosper Besearch Innova-
ton “ASmapshot Indian institg:
riang ane successhully adapeing the best
pracrices of Narienal Fducatkonad Polkcy
S Mational Credit Framesworias (NCTF)
and Narional Skill Qualification
Framework (NSGF o cralm the soo-
dents on culting sdge rechnologles
such as Unmanned Aeriel Vshicle, Block
Chain |Smas conpract) and Artificial
Imtelligenoe far |r.|rEfE'S||IH| larming. 30
aifdithee manufsciring for leather,
designing chips forauomotive and
hiealthcans applicatians.

Additlgnally, the educartional ard
research practices are pushing our
natian's industrialisation and gkobaiiza:
ron thiddigh the resEanch and innova-
tiens funds and schemes such
&nusandhan Mational Research
Foundation, initiative of Degamment of
science & Technology, Gowernmsent of
india, EIRAC [Blozechnology Indusiry
Research Assistamce Councll)
Wisvenvaraya PhD Sche lor Eleciroiacs

TH RIS T

E I which promotes research and
development an Electranic Design and
Hanufacharing [ ESDM |, Primess Minisier's
fedlowships Tor Dacroral Kesearch,
Academy of SCanic and Innovative
Eesearch [ACSIR]LEE given unique iden
winy Tor the students anpd facuity
meEmidiers b carrying ocut research in
wartous real-time projecis and cranslas-
ing imto prodoct develapments fram the
ka ratory thereby Facilitzting che
concept of Lab to Marke,

The present specirem of reseanch
SLOTPSDRMS paves Che way Tor 22 adem-
i Imstihubons ta furetion a8 pleating
toals fo develop “swadeshi’ and vocal
forlocal’ products for our nation leading
bz bulld @ product nacko

Research into Product Readiness
Level (PRL): Lab to Market
Indian instituthons are working on
emerging real-time probiem stalemsnts
especially  through docioral
rezsarchihereby making & ¢hange in
thisking fram furmilag Pedr Bharacory
research- Besesnch Beadiness Loy RREL]
o develop markel resdy products, The
Beademic InsrRutions are adapting the
bedl praciices of Investing research
fuirds throwgh Investment Readiness
Levels [FUL] leading to achiove distinct
lewels of madrices such as Technubogy
Regdimsis Level [TRLL Manufscturing
Readiness Lovel JMALL Market Beadiness
Leve [MRL] and finally end-to-end
Product Beadiness Level [FEL] meetng
the Cuspmer Resdinesd Level [CELL
Additionally, many insEations are
crmading STartup eCasviiEma in hair
workspacs for the undergratuaie, pos:
graduate, doctoral, shd post-doctoral
regsarc b srudents enabling scudents 1o
create an Goportunity [or thes mesearch

T H
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and product ideas canvemed aSamup
Readiness Level [SRL] and Induscry

Readiness Livel [IRL],

Case Studies-SRL-IRL: Impactful
Research Initlative to Market
Ready Products

1. Mamosale Solwblons, head
quartered af New Dedils an owoome of
Doctoral Ressarch [P, founded by Dr.
Anasuya Bay and Praf, Mangala Joshi.
This stadmup is chie firsg 0T Dethi-iroabar-
ed sAMuRIn che healthoane applicatians
thars unique in devela Ltk
tametzed antimikrodial and anbi-viral
healing products, such as selfreflant
ative advanced copper I:ﬂ:hn-:!l?r
and selfsanicizing masks. This fransla:
tianal researchboosts the Make in indea,
Yocal fed Lecal and MNatianal
rEnuEcTuring vision of cur nariom.

1. Prepishg Private Limdred a
Nagship Indisn desp-tach SEaup, -
Biabexd ar BT Dedhl, which Functian as a
&pin-olf from the Cold Atom Quannam
Techin les {CAGTL It |5 a prramEnenit:
case study of transforming academic
research into commercial dechnology
under the initistive al the Mational
Quandurn Missicn (NQM),

I eFlane anincubated Sarmup
founded by faculny of [IT Madras Pral
Satva Chakragwarthy stands umdgque in
pifering Mniia’s frsrAlr Ambulance and
Apn baged Services, is 3 promicent
exampleof creating a shift of
academic research to profitable
swadeshi technalogles in Fndia.

& Anccher best examphss Ehe
Chip to Startup (C25) suppored by
Mieitfand the Nagshdp initiatse of &l
India Cowncll for Techmicsl Education
[AICTEHidea Labsoreabes unique oppoe-
tunities for the students ba develiop soli-

tions for real-time problems
fuch a5 ingelligent  traffic
management ard pacemakers lor
healthcase applications

] Befence Research and
Deevloprnent Orgamisathon [TRIN] sup-
ported [DEA-CoF] = DROO Industry
Academia Centres of axcellende estad-
lshed aoross PAN Bradia is paving e way
for stucent and Faculty membery o
develop products seich Armeaur grads
ceramic marerials tor body asmous
applicarians, intelligent sman scldesrs
wsing adwvanced plasmonds chips for
dedence appicstony.

iz, The Bosing ., USA suppaor-
ed Irrellgent condeticn manitaring af
Alr compressars and  motoars
developed by indian Institure af
Technoiogy, T Kampur is a classical
exgmple of Global mpovations and
partnership of indusprisd with fndia in
diveloping customised sohations fov
ARTOS Dl IrusiTies.

Indian resesrch framewoik 15 &80
steadily fociusing thelr responsible
re i;un:h values 1o meet the
primary objecrives af Quoali
EBpmdiness Leved [QALL 2 i

TEse academic nseioubiones ane slowly,
sleddily, andrapidly adapting the palicy
framewark of University Granrs
Commizsian [UCE] and All india Courid|
#for Technical Educarian [AKCTE ks
:d_mﬂd'l. Based mrammm_!;ﬁ:':f.m-
Euluans, sEariup. MSMES and Barge entir-
prives which facililate the students io
work an marke! ready soluons.

Al anBancing the pullication and
cltaticn index and varlous efemants of
inrilecTual property nighis [IPR) such as
Enidlam Cogry rights, design regesirackos,
trademarks, and wiility patents as weil

The glabal industry glants Hie

FURRER WD R 0 0 6 0 0 N O T e o AL 0 L I 0 s

Academic Research Readiness to Market Ready Product - A boost for Make in India Readiness Level

Samsung and India's MASECOM, [NUF
[12#] are alse creating in-house Cahor
taining programs for studenis 1o
eEhance ghgip experiential
firsthand leamisg, knowledge, and
inncwstion base.

I addition o this, the resesrcs a2 the
instivations is moving oewands echnod-
agy transler and commencialbkatos b
MSHET and Startups as well.

Thit could be possible through
Mamonsl Resesnch and Dewsfopmen
Organization [NRDC], innowvation
Techrcdagy Treaver 0foe [FTT0) sup-
poted by MRAC, rechnology licensing
arganisation like Foundatios for
Technology Transler (FITT], UT Def
and other orgasksation eHablished
acroat PAM India. Thess inilisthes dinact-
I].'tlrlnlﬂrl:tﬂ,’ re o prear push foethe
Glabal J.nnn'-uﬂllh index ranking and
Expe of Doing burisrsi a5 widl

forward for Next Generation
India: Al Readiness Level [AIL]
indla’s present decade sees an #ra of
amificial intelligence diffusion across
pach comer af cuE nanon espedialy Be
mmapﬂi:“hﬂﬁﬂmmmmnﬂnﬂ
e iy Feerraar, especialy the Women.
inEa has succeschally organised the
pianeering Imdia Clobal Al Impéait
summit which apmracted giobal indusedy
glants, startugs, and academaa o sard
on one platfodm.

The guicemes of Glahal Al Imgac
summitaill confidencyy enhance the
research and product devekapment 8
the ladpracory in india ba Antifcisl
Ireligence Readingss Level [AIL] leading
o AChieve the Ner Genersan india

reepaen » Irttan Prgan
Celnge of Soiaon and Techgiagy, Watkad
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'can Al reach rural India’s clas

AKSHATA AND R, SREEJITHVARMA

rrificial intelligence (Al)
has emerged as a pivotal
force in reconfiguring
India's educational
landscape. enhancing pedagagy.
hoosting classroom effectiveness,
and contributing to national
dovelopment. The International
Monetary Fund's recent upward
revision of India’s gross domestic
peodoct (GDP) growth projections
1o 7.3 per cent for 2026 and 4.6 per
cent for 2027 partly attributes this
mamenim i ALdriven investinents,
Notahly, India accounted for 16
per cend of global generative Al
apphication downloads in 20235,
evincingits crucial role in the digital
economy. Al's integration Into
1eaching-learning processes has
dlreachy proven to be a game changer
in the Indian educational sectar
although equitable access for rural
kearners confronting the systemic
barriers remains a challenge that
needs to be urgently addressed.
Al facilitates & transition from
tradivional, unidirectional Instruction
to dynamic, data-informed
personalisation. Automated sysiems
lor grading, amendance tracking
znd curriculum adapration are
increasingly liberating educators
for facilitative roles, and fostering
deeper cognitive engagement.
Adaptive platforms, powered by
machine-bearning akaorithme, deliver
feedback, aligned with India's
linguistic heterogeneity. A 2025
study Teaturing 30 Indian Higher
Educational Instituslons found that
over 50 per cent of them wsed
generative Al to develop study

materials, while over 60 per cont
allowed student use of Al toals.

India’s Mational Education Policy
{MEP) 2020 provides the doctrinal
foundation for mainstreaming Al
The All-India Council for Technical
Education i AICTE) designated 2025
as the “Year of AL, targeting 14000
technical institutons and equipping
40 million students with Al
competencies through dedicared
laboratories and certificate
programmes. Complementarily, the
Central Board of Secondary Education
(CBEE) Is set to Implement an Al
currbcuhurm fromn class T commencing
in 2026-27 spanning 18,000 schools,
emphasising computational thinking,
ethiczal considerations, and practical
applications.

The University of Madras has
pioneered Al indistance education,
offering personalised schedules,
247 virtuad tutors. predictive analyvics
to identify at-risk students, and
virtual labs, In January 2026, irs
Sarnsung Innovarion Camgaes raned
5000 Tamil Nadu youth in AL ToT,
and coding as a part of a national
goal for 200000 skilled students.

For rural students hindered by
infrastructural and socioeconomic
canstraints such a5 poor [rAansport,
family responsibilities, and difficult
living conditions, several Al-based
platforms now offer asynchronous
learning alternatives. Governmeni
education platforms like DIKSHA,
and SWAYAM enzble offline,
self-regulated learning through
pre-downloaded modules, while
phoneme-hased wols such as Google
Bolosupport literacy development
without reguiring conlinuous
connectivity. [nitiatives like thess
make it possible for students to

STATESMAN (P-7), 17 MARCH 2026

continue their education without
the demands of pliysical attendance,
thereby mitigating exclusionary
dvnamics.

The deployment of predictive
analytics by the Andhra Pradesh
government in collaboration with
Microsoft to reduce student attrition
by 20-30 percent through targeted
familial interveneions, the
of I, “India’s first Al teacher robot’
in a Kerala school, and the rollowt
i PARKAH (Perfimmmance Assessment.
Review, and Analysisof Knowledge
for Holistic Development), the
conversatiomal Al chatbog platfonm
for assessment practice inall schools
in Goa, and the Al-integrated smart
classrooms in schools In'West Bengal
are fust a few other subnational
educational initiatives that leverage
the quanium leaps in AL

Feports of an Al-enabled Angarmwadi
centre in Magpur bring to focos the
transformartive capacity of Al in
pre-primary éducation sectors.
India's EdTech market reports a
growth rate (CAGR) of 287 per cent
during 2025-2033. Indian users
downloaded 06 billion generative
Al apps in 2025, a 204 per cent
increase from the previous year,
driving productivity and human
capital formation,

[respite progress, India's digital
disparity remains a significant
hurdle as only 83.3 per cent rural
nousehelds have Internet access,
compared with 916 per cent in
urban areas. This digital divide
in turn creates an “intelligence
divide®, further destahilising the
standardisatlon efforts by
governiments and education boards,
Research has nated how algorthmic
biases, stemming from historical

and socketal blases, in educational
technologics accenluale CONcErns
about fairness and inclusivity. For
instance, algorithmic bias has
shown to diminish diversity in
college admissions processes,
highlighting the need for more
refined models. Al-feaming pladforms
must account for diverse cultural
perspectives o prevent student
alienation and loss of trust, Other
challenges such as limited teacher
training and privacy concerns
underscore the high stakes of
Al-driven educational practices,
According to the 2025 Mational
Sample Survey, only 3.2 per cent of
rural households in India are
connected via optical fibre cable.
Equitable Al deployviment necessities
sustained investment in rural
hroadband, subsidised hardware,
and continuous professional
development. Lirgent policy measures
include algorithmicaedits to ensure
impartiality and soverelgn data

L T

mance fremeworks. Impartialicy

Bove
im Al systemns is essential 1o safeguard

Fairmess and inclusivity In India’s
educational transformation.
Without deliberate checks,
algorithms risk amplifving existing
biases whether linguistic, regional,
ot socloeconomic, thereby excluding
wmmhmmﬁﬂ embedding
thorough regular sudits, transparent
data practices, and ethical oversight,
Al toals can deliver equitable
opporiunities, foster trust among
both learners and educators, and
prevent the emergence of intelligence
divide.” By expanding fexible,
attendance-free learning opLOnS,
Indix can use Al to reach all 260
million students including those
in rural areas and ensure that the
benefits of technology-driven
education are shared widely.

| T e il e, nespectively, 2 Pl poseech schaoly
apied i Bssiia proissor at the Demmimint of
Ergghish etk bnstivate of Technakigy b
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Why the aﬁlia

-1 often Jess discussed
feature of the National

. The abjective
of the new system Is to foster
empowerment and autonomy by
gradually phasing cut the
affiliation system over a period of
15 years through a process of
graded automomy,

The NEP suggests that each
existing university should play the
rode of a mentor for its affiliated
colleges, and enable them to
develop their own capabilities and
achieve minimum in
a:adﬂnlcaﬂdumimdar miatters,
teaching ERSERETIENT,
governance reforms, financial
robustness, and administrative
efficiency in order to become
self-reliant. All affiliated colleges

initially for one year and renewed
annmally or periodically.
However, while the
conventional university affiliation
model once provided centralised

control amd adoministratioe

teaches in the
Departrment of
Production and
Industrial Engmeering
at MBM Universiy,
Jodhpur

The university
affiliation system
is now riddled
with systemic
Inefficiencies,
archaic
academic
rigidity, and
administrative
challenges that
impede the
progress of
calleges

HINDU (P-9), 18 MARCH 2026

tion system is outdated

stability, it now seems to hinder
the growth, antonomy, and quality
of colleges. The university
affiliation systemn is now riddled
with systemic inefficiencies,
archajc academic rigidity, and

Multiple challenges

Ome of the most significant
problems with the affiliation
system ks the overwhelming
burden it places on universities.
Most undversities in India are
affiliated with hundreds of
colleges, and entrusted to manage
examinations, evaluate answer
scripts, design curriculum,
monitor college compliance, and
overses academic and
extracurricular activities for an
overwhelming number of
students. The attention of
resource strained universities,
especially State universities, gets
such as research, innovation,

administrative workloads. As a
result, universities are compelled
to act merely as bureauicratic
bodies instead of pushing the
boundaries of knowledge both for
soudents and faculty.

The lack of sutonomy for
affiliated poses another
challenge. Under the present
mﬂvnmwﬁmm;;ﬂ“
mandatory colleges
follow the :ﬂahh

patterns,
atdministrative instructions issued
by the university. This
dependency prevents colleges
from thelr own COUrses
that align with their local or
ndustrial needs, and
market trends, This rigidity
Imposes uniformiy at the cost of
Creativity, denying colleges the
freedom 1o differentiate
mﬂmmlg
courses, modern pedagogical
practices, or interdiseiplinary

As @ result, the
potential for innovatiog is stifled.

Then there Is the slow at
whhtlmmuuummmmpamtie

place under the university
affiliation model. Since
universities oversee a large
number of colleges, revising
curricula requires extensive
consultations, commibties
meetings with the board of studies
and department councils, and
administrative approvals from
academic councils. This process
often takes a very long tdme,
causing course content to become
putdated by the time reforms are
implemented. The educational
needs of students in disciplines
such as engineering and
technology change very rapidly,
but the affiliation system is simply
not agile enough to respond with
the required speed, -
Moreowver, the affillatdon model,

despite its best intentions to
standardise education, has led o
quite the opposite. While all
colleges may follow the same
curriculum, the actual delivery of
education varies drastically due to
the huge gaps in infrastructure.
Many colleges operate with
laboratories,

inadequate
Insufficient library facilities,
outdated equipment, and a
shortage of qualified teachers.
learning owtcomes, as siudents
from different colleges under the
same university may graduate
with vastly different levels of skill
and competence.,

An alternate miodel
While the university affiliation

expanding higher educaton, its
ional aspirations.

Instead of affiliations, colleges
may be encouraged to participare
i the National Instinstional
panking Framework/National
poard of Accreditatlon exerclse
which is grounded in established
quality criteria. The future of
higher education in India hinges
mmmmﬂmﬂummth
sutonomy, flexibility, and the
capacity to lnmovate freely =
conditions the affiliaton system

| mmwmm
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(Main, Theyrwill goom, deservedly, to kndia’s
top colleges and alter the tmjeciory af their
families. Hidden within this success ks a
asahveaost — orhe seifwonh, leaming be-
havioners snd life cutcomes of the over 1 mil-
lion sradenis whie did not clear the test.
The majority of these students spent
lakhsof nuapsees oves coacl-

Ing classes. Along the way, they lexrnt that

INDIAN EXPRESS (P-13), 18 MARCH 2026

Missing piecein JEE preparation: A culture of care

their success depencded almost entirely on
thedr intelEgenssand hard work, Eventhose
e didd s theeaim enter college withthe
same damaging beliel — that their ability ks
B arcd thisse custooamies deflne thei rwonth,

The prevalling dogma ks chat the patly o
success ks v swbmit voa high- pressure prep-
amation programime. Beseanch ougpests this
couddn't be farther from the truth. A paper
by Carol Drveck, Greg Walton and Geolfrey
Cohen angues that seadermic Saacity rests
on psychobogheal pilkars — baliefs about
whether intelligence can grow, a sense of
purpose, social belonging, and self-regula-
thon, These ate shaped by emvironments
where high standards are paired with an

achievabde path, scallolding, and cire,
Most classrooms, especially coaching
classes, empluosise eaethy the opposite, Con-
slder just one component: Growth mindset.
Thenypical JEE candidate spendstwoyears
being categorised —hatch A B, Cor[r=gh-
sorhing the message: Your “rank” is your
identity. Growth mindset thrives when
teachers s high but achisvable standards,

Too many students live inside TIT
or bust” cultures — years of high
stakes, high spend, and low
paychological safety

and when students can see a credible path
from where they are 1o where they need to
be. Instead, too many students lve nside
"I o oo™ cuilnuiress — stakes,
high spend, and low psychological safety.
Smudens need scaffolding through men-

torshdp that heips them Interpaet setbacks
Eeprimands, shaming and punishment
asks. Adelescents seekoand need asense of
belonging, When you're moved toa "krver™
biateh for ane bad tess and assigned a new
mnk each week, this becomes incredibly
hard, ifthis Is all true, why are coaching
classes so spcresefial? Ane tsey? The siscoss
mtes of coaching instlnutes ase the same as

the national averages. What beads tothis per-
ception is the full-page ads of JEE top
ranikers, None ofwhat have written applies
tolappers who receive constant supgort.
Creatingacubure of cire s not the sime
a5 setting low srandards. It s aleo niot telling
everyone (falsely) that they can sucosed, Itis
one of excellence by supporting young
pesaple in making (sometimees slow) thought-
ful progress. We need tostar holding insti-
tutions acoouniable not just forthe mnk they
helped students seeure bt also for the pro-
s they folkvwed toget them there.

Ie writer i co-founder and
co-CEQof Avanti Fellows
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Appralsal Season: What Influences Promotion Decisions
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Time tojunk the UPSC route

DR. RAMANAND

he recent declaration of the
UPSC Civil Services
Examination {CSE) 2025
final results on 6 March
has once again triggered a natonwide
media frenzy over the “toppers’
journeys”. Social media erupts with
motivational taglines, videos, and
memes celebrating thelr success and

Famnilies and commmunites dismribue
sweets, tréating the achievement
asacollective social triumph rather
than a personal one. Toppers' storles
are portraved with the grandeur of
Olympic medal wins or major
sporting accomplishments yet these
successes, ifruly achievernents in
a broader sense, remain deeply
persomal and have limited tangible
social impact.

Without delving into precise
numbers, the 2023 results selected
948 candidates from a pool of
roughly 10 lakh applicants. In a
previous articke in the Indian Express,
I had examined how the civil services
have become synonymous with
prestige in India, often overshadowing
other vital professions. Building
on that critigue, the 2025 results
provideafresh bens to examine the
over-glorification of both the exam
and the services it feeds into.

This is not te diminish the hard
waork of the selected candidates.
Rather, itchallenges the dominant
societal narrative: UPSC toppers

are frequently porrayed as demigods.
Media profiles dissect their “strategies”
[rom daily routines to book lists as
il cracking the exam unlocks the
secrets of life ivself,

This narrative ignores the significam
role of randomness and privilege
embedded In the process, Many
toppers, 2uch as those with medical
orenginesring backgrounds emenge
from stable, privileged educational
ecosystems. The exam inherently
favours candidates with access to
quality coaching, strong English
proficiency, and the financial and
temporal resources for multiple
attempts. For average aspirants
from rural areas or economically
weaker sections, the odds remain
heavily stacked against them.

The 2025 results tell the same
familiar story, vet the relentless
emphasis on “inspirational” naratives
glosses over these systemic barriers.
We celebrate the rare exceptions
while millions of aspirants burn
out in isclation, grappling with
severe mental health crises. Reports
from coaching hubs like Delhi's
Mukherjee Nagar consistently
highlight alarming rates of depression
and suicide. Yet the glorification
machine rolls on unabated.

The examination structure itself
perpetuates a buili-in hierarchical
system that undervalues true talent,
efficiency, and domain experiise.
A candidate who scores @ mere
fraction of & mark higher than
others is elevated to a position of

superlority that lasts for decades.
This hierarchy often overrides
humanity. knowledge, and practical
skills: a person with minimal
understanding of a domain can
issue commands to those with far
superior expertlse.

Even more troubling is the service
allocation process, which largely
disregards competency and relies
instead on accidental performance
in a single exam cycle. This not
only harms the lives of those who
will be governed but also discourages
genuine future governance talent.
The 2025 batch will enter a system
where debates on lateral entry and
reforms continue, vet core issues
such as accountability, innovation,
and performance remain unaddressed.
Cwver-glorification breeds unrealistic
EXPECIAlions: ew recruils anticipate
a hero's weloomes, only toconfront
the daily grind of paperwork, political
preasures, and frequent transfers.
This mismatch fosters cynicism
and inefficiency.

The economic costs are equally
stark. Lakhs of young people devote
their prime years to UPSC preparation,
forgoing skill development in
high-growth fields such as Al
sustainability, or entrepreneurship.
India’s demographic dividend risks
becoming a labillty when talent is
funneled into a single, hyper-
competitive exam that selects barely
0.1 per cent of applicants. The 2025
results underscore this skew: many
toppers hail from 1ITs or NLUS,

diverting valuable technical and
intellectual capital from innovation
and the private sector into
administration. Imagine the potential
impact if that talent were channeled
elsewhere,

This year o saw severalindividuals
falsely claiming to have cleared the
exam and around &-7 candidates
publicly celebrating successes they
never achieved. These incidents
highlight the immense public
pressure and allure of UPSC
glorification.

A major structural flaw attracting
widespread attention is the role of
the District Magistrate, who
consolidates enormos power with
minimal sccountability. A generalist
with limited domain expertise or
practical experience commands
entire departments at the district
level, often leading to inefficiencies

and poor decision-making. This
ever-accumulation of power invites
A, s peoounitabihity mechansms
remain weak,

Ultirnanely, we miust confront and
reform this colonial era system,
which has failed o adapt to
contemporary realities, It neither
produces true domain experts nor
effectively trains a modem workforee,

One of the boldest moves this
government has taken was Lateral
Entry but due b syvsiemmnatic resistance
of the bureaucracy and opposition
of certain political groups, it could
niot translate inco reality asitshould
Feve. Theover ernphiosis on conservatie
bureaveracy often stops the growth
of other systems We need a more
robust module which can take the

place of the UPSC.

{Thae wiibi & direvvor of the Cemer of Palicy
Riaars b ol Govensance )
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Jobless graduates

Employment must keep pace with education

% DUCATION alone is no longer a guarantee of
. employment—that’s the stark truth revealed
| by the ‘State of Working India 2026" report.
L ;Nearly 40 per cent of young graduates remain

i Unemployed, and only abotit 7 per cent secure
stable salaried jobs within a year, These numbers point
to a mismatch between job creation and access to high-
er education. Each year, roughly 5 million graduates
enter the workforce, but barely half of them find employ-
ment — and fewer still get secure, well-paying jobs, says
the report prepared by Azim Premji University.

This disconnect risks turning India’s demographic
dividend into a demographic liability. With the work-
ing-age population set to peak before 2030, the window
to harness this youthful energy is rapidly narrowing,. If
adequate, gainful employment opportunities are not
generated, the country could face rising frustration
among the educated youth, alongside stagnant
incomes and slowing economic mobility. It's not only
about guantity but also quality. Many graduates
emerge from institutions that struggle with faculty
shortage, outdated curricula and weak industry link-
ages. At the same time, sectors capable of absorbing'
skilled labour — such as manufacturing and high-val-
ue services — have not expanded sufficiently. The
result is a bottleneck where degrees outpace demand.

Encouragingly, there are signs of progress. Occupa-
tional barriers linked to caste and gender are gradually
weakening. However, these gains will matter little with-
out parallel growth in job generation. India must shift its
focus from enrolment to employability. This means
investing in vocational training, strengthening industry-
academia partnerships and prioritising labour-intensive
sectors. Economic policy must be aligned with the reali-
ties of a rapidly expanding educated workforce. The
challengeis crystal clear: the economy has to ensure that

“the benefits of education are not frittered away.

Tsb
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When Alenterslaw class the .
teacher must change

velopments, First, the number of students in class-

rooims has dipped to almost halfdueto the removal of

AW SCHOOLS in India are on the brink of disruptive
change, These shifts emanate from two pewerfud die-
the attendance requirement stipulated in a recent

fﬁ‘: zl\ Delhi HC judgment. Second. Al's use has impacted teaching-

GSBampy

While the
teacher’s
‘lecturer’
function may
shrink, their
roles as editor,
verifier, coach,
assessment
architect,
and ethics
supervisor
will grow

leamingemvironmentsin schools across the country, It is bound
roshake conventional methods of learming and practising L, It
has already begun to make things easier for students in many
Wk Teachens: in law schooks will soon find themsehves on edge.,
as Al will perform certain tasks in a more sTrecTUrsd Tannet. S
dents can Now generate content on topscs thal ateacher is likehy
tocover b class, They find thig cestput meaningfol ss it savesdme,
Al began by taking over some prediminary stages of teaching
(explanations. examples, summarisation, and practice ques-
thoms). Inthe second stage, Al has begun toimpact the value chain
{learning design, verification, feedback, professional identiry,
ethics). The third phase could Involve replacing roles that teachers
ordinarily play. Crtics argue that Al may attenuate theteacher's
role in mediating knowledge. Students” reliance on the sham,
subject-specific outputs produced by Al tooks has reduced their
engagement in dass and in collecting classroom material which
they now obtain through AL This has affected traditional class-
room interactions. A comphete withdrawal of teachers is not vet
Visible, a5 all stakeholders are in astate oltransition and confusion
while exploring new rodes and avenues.

The nuanced case analysis of combining dozens of cases to
map single or multiple doctrines and fufisprudence in one exer-
cieis now possible with advanced Altools. Ina recent workshon,
we dernonstrated that a desper constitutional anabyvsis of mittipe
Supreme Court decisions on a single issue can not only be done,
bt can also be presented throwgh & remarkable displey of date
In tabularform, with both qualitarive and quantitative mapping.
Theoft-cited concern about Al *hallucinating” case citations will
diminish as these systems train on structured Indian case law
and verified legal databases, Tasks such as contract drafting,
pleadings, and standard notices are now generated quickdyby Al
toaiks, Inmany corporate legal departments and law firms, A1 svs-

tems are no longer experimental. Law schools nesd to respond
with urgency by integrating Al into academics.

Law libraries are losing prominence. Digically adept sidents
now rely on onling plarforms and engage with notes produced
through targeted searches, While this improves efficiency, it raises
comcernsabout depch of engagement, sustained reading, andthe
developrment of critical anabysss skills. This is not entiredy gloomy
for the teaching profession. While the teacher's "lecturer” func-
tion may shrink, their robes as editor, verifier, coach, and sthics
supervisor will grow. Teachers need to learn Al methodologies
within their subject domains and deploy them as new teaching
methods. They may now pltch from level rwo — presuming the
conkent is already in students’ hands — toencourage deeperand
more comprehensive engagement with the subject matter.

The suithar is wice-chancelior, NLU Delh, Views are persanal
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Unemployed and underemployed

A new study highlights how India sycmhfacaslgruﬁcant challengesin trarﬁrttr:nmgfmm education tojobs
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bbor markets, specslb- in wcban anee,
ared unproeag e o dignided waek
opportunties s meentia] for sddnesasg
Lh goomeing nernjrhoyinenl ool dsadeni
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. Ealpana Rao

arlser this yvear, |
syl B New Year's
cafd i a shuder
¥ wihas woas visually
impaired and was raken
ahack when he peaponded
saying that he had used an
Al tood that provided him
with detalls of the Eyoul,
®ihe colours, the picrines
within the frame, and even
g the emational framewark
of the image. The conf-
dence with which he im-
g mediaee by pointed ool
ke was able 1 grasp the
image's nuznces through
® an Al-genersed ool made
a desp impression om me.
Artificial  Intelligence
U (Al is oy heing views:d
as gn advantage and & dis-
adhvanmage in relstion W
pesdemlc integrily, learn-
ing abilicy, and evalaamon.
Bai the showe moikdent
compelled me 10 rethink
the capacities of Al and the
range of B possible uses
the Guld of
disability

Persistent difficalty
For years, instrucions
devinsd mmumerabds ways
to teach, edocae, and
communicate  with st
denss with diverse disshili-
ties. Ye2, one of the persis-
tent difficuldes has been
enshling such srudenis o
participate fully I che
clessroom, For insance, 3
visuglly impaired studenst
who had o dictaie o a
seribe inwariahly took on-
ger than others o com-
plete a writing task. Added
oo ithis was the scribe’s owm
abifry po write the dictated
material ;

Wih Al =uch stdems
camn dictabe arsl e gEneT

__Jiurmﬁ'l.'l to prodoce res-

HINDU (P-17), 23 MARCH 2026

Al for inclusive education

While Al tools can help create an inclusive environment for students with
disahilities, educators also should be aware of the problems involved

porses. O coarse, there B
puotenrial for misase bl
with agpropriate manikor-
imgg, this challenge can b=
addressed.

Stmifarhy, Al can e wsed
to understand maps and
charts and assist with read-
ing quickly. Teachers can
alsn creabe  assignments
that maich the audenis' in-
refiecnaal abilities, thereby
instilling appropriace chal-
lenges. Al can Also assis
other kinds of disshilities,
siich as snadents with ceze-
bral palsy, allewing them
10 transcribe theeir
thoughts  and  wrile
micaningfully.

- i,

While tesching past
graduate students, | ofien
faced  challenges 'I"-‘_1:n
working with visually im-
pairsd learpers. Adthough [
ofien read passages aloud
and & disriss-
sions 0 that all sodents
codihd Follorw what was hap-
pening, there were mio-
memiE when [ would some-
times write key terms and
references on the Black-
hoard, forgetting hat v
sually impaired shadents
coabd not acosis whial Was
written. Over the years, §
became  mofe sware of
thair meeds and waoukd con-
solpusly speak louder so

that they could record the
audlin. | also searched for e-
books so thar they coukd
AC0EEE the material
independenthy

But, in mamy Indian uns-
versiciies, teachers are oot
fully aware of bow 1o
create eguitable and inche
shve environments not be-

are affen d-equipped and
lawe minimal rechmologi-
cal access.  Addidonaliy,
e leavy load of teaching
and adminisratve work
makes teaching feel llke a
burden rather than &
pleasure,

it is high time that edu-
cators in India  become
aware of the varicus tools
and strategies emerging
through Al B0 SUpPOM 8-
dens, More importanily,
curriculs ang syllabi need
#ir b co-dlesigned with dis-
abded soudemnts and insoruc-
wors s0 that lived expe-
riences can shape more
effectiee  leaming.  The
newd of the hour s for un-
iversity administratons i
ensure that faculty are
rained o meet the peeds
af disabled students, Traln-
ing in the use of and under-
standing how Al can belp
innewate and suppo in-

clasive teaching pracrices
Is essential. Poiicymakers
should alio ser guandralis
1o ensiane that techrnlogies
remsin unbiased and in-
clhuse af diverse

perspectives.

Canse af concern

While the use ol Al i5 exci
ing. It & also® cause of con
cerm, Many Al ipals collect
user data And stome it and
this could begd ro anwant-
od dars exposure. Moredas-
er, there could be the po-
tencial for the dats oo be
coliected in methods tha
are hol very ranspancn.
Az resaht, B oould creage a
risk berwern technodagical
enhancement and stirvedl-
lance, especially when ds-
{a& profection protocHs ane
et well-crafbed,

Vet another lssue that
needs 1o be tackied is that
Al gystems ookl be stereo-
rypical, as they are gener-
ated using vasi dacs sets
arid im cultures that may be
different. As & mesult, &
miay misread the needs of
individual smudenis and
creape problems In assess
mert and evalosdon, A
third issue is that stuclents
could becorme oo depenr
dent on it and may not un-
derstand that 5 s ooly a
ool foenable e soearm
better. Yel, il teachiers um
derstand the principles of
ethics, integrity, and moral
responsibillty, Al can be
come a poseriul ol 1o e
hance learming and ko
ledge among studers wiih
disabdlies.

The melit 5 @ hprveer praleio of
Ergiinh al Fondidyesry Unhamity
@rl reaw eahanlisd o e wei fir
rhi fiteia’y seclion ol the crkre
jourTal, Mune itmim

Embd bk pa~gp@oordizon o ln

SCHOLARSIIFS

University of Bath Scheol
ol Management
Scholanhips

Oiffered by the School of
Management, Unbeminy of
Rath, the LK,

ElgiElliy: Snodenn who
have avoepied an offer foo
o of the Eﬂlﬂrm
TS o 20367 and Foree
applied (or 2 scholirship
within the desSine.
Revearda: U i £10,000
Fer wrerr,

Application

Deadilng April &

e s inedge | TRMER

Masters’ Linkon
Echolarshilp
Offeres by Masters' Union
EgibliRy: Snudents who
have passed Clies K and
ek 50 o a fallsime UG
programm: N Business
Management: Technolog:

Women in
STEM
-

Pragmess Softwarne has
opened applications
for the 2006 Progress
Akanksha Scholarship
for Women it STEM in
India. This is a
renewable oar-yaar
sthalarship of up to
2150000 annually to
support educatian
related expentes g
recigients will be
chosen based on
Scademit
achigwement, finangial
nesd, inberest and
experienc in

Lapdershign, Dhesig
Sustsinuhilny; Finance and
Eceaomics: Marketing, or
refated Helds and =cone in
Schalarship Aptitude Test
[MLELAT) g aprprored
AETTLITE BEST.
Rewards: Fee walvers
mnging from ICHECT:
Applleaion: Onbine
Deeadline: My (3
wewea bella e
MURCASP

Dffiered by ServiceSeans.
Elgitilicy: Srudents abawe
18 ysers ] enpoiied or
m-[!‘tt'hm:l‘l:l‘nﬂ.ﬂ!d
nliege, untversity, or trade
#¢hinail wiho sulbrmit am sy
of ID0HGIN wonds o & BofiEc
prowided by ServiesSoape.
Tarwardis 1,000
Agppibeaton: Ouling
Deadiine Fovember 30
wns Bk [nfedge BEEE

Courtery Buckdyduludy Covm

Compuber Scienca,
Software Engineeding,
IT andfar Camputar
Infarmaticn Systams
ani ather cnseria.

EligEbility: Indian
ilizens wha are
wamen and ennalled n
the first year ol &
Computer Scienoe,
Computer Sciente
Informatian
Technalogy or related
cioarses with an
aggregate of 75% or
mipee in Class 12 and a
family ncome not
ecpeding 2500,000

Deadline: Agril 13

For details visit
htbpstingarl.com,
srTEAhne
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Balidan Diwas: Remembering

the legacy

o

RAHILL
KAUSHIK

Om March 23, each year, India pauses 1o
refiemiler met just the execution of Bhagat
Lingh, Dt (e meaning al sacrifice jrseli His
Babidan Diwas is ner a ricesd of mgarming i
Iz a repdinder ol a e lved with clariey, dis-
cipline, and am uncom promitsing sense of duty
toward the nathon. AL |usk Dwenby-three,
Eha Singh did not merely face desth; be
walked toward If with conviciian, having
aready defined the purpose of his Eile,

To usidarsrand the significande ol ihis day,
ame mast ook beyend the dramatsc fnal
meamenies Im Lahore Central &l and examine
the desper forces that shaped him. Bhagat
Singhwas not an sccidental revolatiorsary. He
was thie product of a culiaral and ntellegig-
al envircnment rooted in the ideas of the Anga
sama), which had a stroag présence in Pusjab
during his formative years. His family was
deeply inMeenced by Swaml Dayanand
faraswati’s reachings, where mationalism
was Inseparable from civilizationsd pride
and maoral discipline.

His cducation in Deyamand Angio-Vedic
Instituttons reinforced [hese values. Those
were not mere schools; they

o

This claricy of purpsase hecams mast visible
during his trial. When his Baner actempred to
seek clemency, Bhagad Singh opposed it
firmiy. Me belseved thar asking [or mercy
would dilute the moral foundation of his
sirugghe. He chose principhe over survhal,
drmsanscrating that for him, reedosm wes not
regotiabie at ary cost.

Az 23 March 193 appicached, s J8mics.
plvere acfoss the country was charged with
ematian Appeals, protests, and public pres-
sure attempted to halt the execution, YeL
Bhagat Singh remalned unmoved. He had
slready accepied death as the

were spaces where young
minds were (rained o inter-
nalise coufage. Service, and
respect for Inidia's andclent her-
itage, Bhagar Singh's nationalksm, theredone,
did not emerge out of resction tocolondal nibe
alone, 1o was roated in & bng-standing bellef
that 1he matlon was a living eatiry deserving
eodal commidbment.

Tho emodaonal &nd Intelioctual temning
poine of his childhood came afier the
lalliamwala Bagh massacre. The young Bkagat
Hﬂ;h wisited the sive, collected sail soaked IR
the bioad of martyrs, and pressrved It with
reveremoe, This aot, offen remsemibered sym-
bolicatty, reflected something deeper, and that
is his early acceptance of sacrifice as sacred.
The arya Samajs Interpretarion of ‘yajna’ as
well-affering for mi'.'lar[lal welfare Found a
Iiwing embodiment [n him.

By 1623, Bhagar Singh hed abready chozen
nis pagh, He openly declared that he weould
dedicate his life oo Bharat Mata instesd af par-
suEng Flﬂﬂ'ﬂil amibslticns like maiTiage or
carepr, This decision was not difven by
impulse Bl by a consclous rejection of indd-
vidual camlart in favour af callective duby. Wi
fife from that point onward was an unfalding
ol thal commdtment

-ﬁzimm

fimal siep I his commitment. Far
him, martprdom was fdl an end
bt thee completion of 3 promise
he had made years earller.

Even in hid final days. his sctions camied
meeaming. His requess bo eat beead prepared
by a safal karamachart i |1l was a deliber-
ake sLapemaent agalmst social hiemarchles. Az 3
tlgne when caste-based discrimination was
deeply entrenchied, (his simple act canviyed
a powerful message that digniry |s inherent
and not determined by birth. Equality, in his
understanding, was ntegral to national
ArEngn.

bhrﬁnbr.r:twﬂlll'ﬂﬂ prison histher reflects
the depth alhis characeer. Bhagat Singh spent
his last menih's reading extensively, Engag-
Irvg, with bexes rhat gt with phflasonhy, pol-
“I? . hl:smwﬁ Ehagavad Gita sLands o

" these, the

far I:Enrszmrlun{i with his life. The Gla's
cemiral idea af ‘nishkama karrn:' | tp:ﬁr:':-
Ing ones 4 withoail sitachmen -
cr;!mes. nnd:?mar reflection in his chodoes,
He did sos act for recegnizhan or fr:n'-lr-d'_ [£]
aered becaase he believed it wad his dury.

The Gits also eaches that death In the |I:|aﬂ1
of rightesusness I nat defeat, This idea
abigns closely with Bhigat Singh's acceptanda

of Bhagat

Singh

of mamyrdam. His composure, clanity, and
akaence of faar in the face ol exeomion reflect
a mind archared Im comydction racher than cr-
cumslance.

His joisrney was net salicary, Alongside bim
stoad Shivaram Rajgury and Sukhdey Thapar,
wifen shared his commément o sacrifice
ared duty. Together, they represented a gen-
eration that saw freedom not &5 an absbrect
gaal buk 3% 8 responsiiility requifmg total ed-
ication, Thelr umity was roabsd in shaned
valuias, naok gharad CIrcamsances.

“H‘L.Idt Singh's Imteflecrual Influerces
exben beyond immediate cirched. Hewas
deeply Impacted by ihe writings of Vinayai
Camodar Savarkar, parcicularly the inter-
pregarion of o 5T uprising a5 & natonal war
of Independenoe. Bhagat Singh understaod
the power of Mdeas in shaplng aokan. He
epdured that such wosks were chrodlared
widoly, believing that history could inspire
future generatsans.

Hid veri Eings and [af diary reflect 3 mind that
rejected blind sacrifice He belleved tha
sacrfoe misst be pu |, directed toaward
achleving a larger abiective. This discincrian
I= enacial in undervanding his legacy. He was
rl drfven by emotion alone but by a sErale-
ghc and disoiplimed approach o revolugion.

On Balidan Diwas, what is remembered is
neq juss the act of hanging three young msn
In Lahane jail, buk Ehe calmimsatian of & Hie Duin
on conviciE.

Bhagat SigEh's marryTdom was not &n kso-
lated moment of bravery. 1L was The Nowe-
Irg of values culfivabed awer years - discipline,
equaliny, inteliecoual dgour, and an anwiiei-
g sers e of dusy.

The relevance af 33 Hanch lies in o abifity
o confrant s | understendings af
parsarsm, Bhagat Singh's life doss mot allow
lor comiortable narracves, It demands an
engagement wilh the Idea of sacrifice as
responsiidling, nos spectacte. it forces & reccg-
nm'ﬁ:nu Ireedom was mol grannesd Dur
garmdd throwgh lives that refused Compno:
il 5.

Balidan Diwas, therefore, is Aot about
remembranoe abone. 1 1§ abour confronting
i sramdards sed By those wi chose duty
anver 51l principhe over survival, 2nd 2<tion
over hesitation. Bhagat SIngh's legacy comtin-
ues ko stasd a5 & measune ol comenitment 1hag
is whyielding, disciplined, asd roaced knoa
witlen chat exterded far beyond his owen bife-
e

'-l.ltu-ul-
.l—-atnh.l
Q) sabvpioran

Tha wiiia: @ YT FEURLH
an ek @kl mae

The last defiance of Bhagat
Singh and his comrades

HARISH
: JAIN

Bhigat Singh, Sukbdey, and Rajgofa Femain
among the mast Iumﬂ’q [ nam:nm‘:
struggte for freedom. Risagar Singh, n
nba & politcally comscious 5lkh famiy in Furgab,
wmeiged Inhis carty baenties 45 e o ami-
ulaze wolce of revolutionssy Raionaksm, oomibin-
Ing daring eciian with rare intellectsal depth,
sukiiey Thaniar, his chose com rade o Lahons,
vk thia disciplined crganiser Behind much ol the
Hisdustan Soclalist Republican Assoclation's
work im morth Inadia, Shivaram Harl ru, the
youngest of the thiee, was remmembered by oon-
temporarics rwr:h:n:-uummz.mlhlp.:;:
wiTHENETINg loyity b the nesolutionany cause.
33 paarch 1535, B thee wene executed in Labom
Ceniral jail Thedr martyrdom Erassianmed them
Inbo ereduring Fgpares in badia's policical memary.
Among the many documenis assooated with
ther final days, ani scands apart with waisual
ferce: the demand thaet iy Whdild nots be
hanged ke criminals bt shod like soldiers. This
text 5 penerally beieved o be a soghe lemer
witman by Bhagat Singh and kit comades shody
Tteefiore cheirexecution. & Cliker ofthe

histarical recard, mmw-;a mnﬂl:l_mﬁ;djl
emerged MIUgh two relabed comMmanications
witmen inche las weebs bedore Bt

=

insbead, they Semardied that fe AckS gowsm-
mend recognise the polltical characer of their
srPuggie fn treat them sooondingly, Their desnand
s stark: I thiy ware no i, oy abeald e s
waidiers. not criminals.

Thar distiscrion mamaenid snoermously, H
was the punishment resesved lor criminals an
e rers, Execution by Being spoad was ras-
Eeenally associanmd with war, By dermanding cthe
latter, Bhagat Singh and his commades refused the
maoral vacabuley B coloeal date withed o
Fnpose dpon them

They veould not aooept the Labed of riminal. Thiey
ppk iy Ll - g
a n =l
letrer mose far above it mmediate conbext It
became & manifeso. The Hreing of tese comenu-
nicafions i crudal. March 1930 wat & mament of
wrerainty and poltical The Gared
Ingiin Fact had pust been e, It secured the
releaas of many privcners Ewohed in de Ol
pEsohedienor Hovement and appeared o promse

a
E‘:ﬂw‘mlﬂ §Lane.

it resnlutionanies convicted in vilent Caaes.
wene exciuded fom it provisions. This exchedon
nefiected a himr ok that ek eme e withie e
Fresdom supgle isell, Cemain iomms of rsistanoe
weere bedng legiimised while cfhers were being
quiily disowmend Some patriots could be Jecce-
meodated withdn the political mainsmeams others
weere |l ouiside I bourdarkes.

Ehagar Singh and his comrades clearty under-
piood this, Thelr l=fer must h=refoee be nead not
only sgainst the colonial judiclany

death-ocoe addressed o the |all
Supesringendent and another to the
v of Purngab.

Thee first commeaication S pears
1y I Dy aniiir-ised roghe |all Supedntendent,
Tha Emmiediane authority shrowgh whoen prisan-
ers wers redquired G comiFrifce e with Righer
offickals, in i the reyolutiorames madie an argu-
e Hhal was Dot sinpilke and devastaging. They
PFeasd hoen convicted under the charpe of wagng
war agalnat the King-Em peror. Bikat dharpe vk
i e Ealeen serioutly, they argued, ey rold not
b mreandd as ordirary ciminals, They weme
ﬁ"ﬂ combatants engaged Im & $Eruggle

n an erslased nathen and an imperal
pecvarar, A sach, Thary #houild he created as soidiers
vl execubed by Aring squad This was nod the-
anvical rhataric. i veas a deliberace political inter-
wancian. By invo the very lnguage used by
e eodoeial ixl , Bhagst Sngh and his com:
risthesy Buirfied] thae loge Gf thee srate against itse=il,
if ehe ane Insined that they had waged wa, &
mmﬂ;mmmpnmmmnﬂm
actions.

T secord and better-knciwn beter, addresed
i thee Gosesrmor af Punjal, carmied chis argument
further. Here, the renlationanies made their pask-
thafy whmiscakabde. They did not beg for pandan.
Thiey did ot seek commrniiation of ther senlence.

= bust ateo against the shifting polit-
NPT jcal cimiase wichin the nationalisg
moverment. 1wl wiitlen ag a
T W lse wan

imcreasiragy being meaned as political wisdom
The rewolucianaries responded with an ethice
ol pefusal. Teey would not ask for menoy. They
e prod it e mesaning of shelr Bl
theey wereid nok aliow eithar the colonkal state o
sptians of 15 parionallst |eade risen i Nanse
e dpanhis a5 the punlsiimest alcriminals. \What
|5 stridng about the GOoument ks 15 composure.
Ilsml?dumuml:mlléw.m
plimad, And politca | resiaoid
ol exprution, the revshulionares wene concemed
esn with death drwan wich how dheir sirugarle woulkd
beunderboed, The legal intefigence of thes argu-
friEqi s rerrariable. Coloniil pﬂ-ﬁrhﬂluu.u th
of \waping vwir 10 jestily exemplary pun-
vamm Bhagat Singh and bis tomrades seied
114 veery charge and exporied s contadicion
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Not STEM,

1.-'...;—‘
-
-

Rohit K Singh

——
2 el e o

11 v prewrapin the We-is, the bright
estadenrs were sieered intoscienee
styeams, [T being the whimane dream.
Enginoering or med i ine hecametha
pold standard of sucos Literamnite,
phliosophy ar history wasadmired,
burguiety dismissed &s a1 impracs-
o] indulpence. Ina oouniry emerging
from scarcity STEM weas mol metely
an academic preference, it was asir-
vival srrabeEy
Al now dEmaniling that hierar-
ohiy Thisdoes not mean scbemos and
angineering are losing Importane
Thie Al revulution rests on exiranndi-
naary hreskihroophs Ihmaihe, oomme
tins and data science But the premi-
e {s moving sway from those who
raerely eae Ut lechinuca) Las ke towa-
s thasewho can frame probilems,
imaerpret com pled ey and commuri-
sl [nsight. ALY rise is resinring the
irn pertanes of cspandlirles g el
viied by humanities — from STEM to
STEM + A== STEAM
For decades, subiects werevalisd e

farwhard they rewshed about the world
and moore for the salaries they proamks
el Engireering degres bicam the
most reliphie hedgeagains econombc
ursserialany The system produos] e
ceptional engineers Bl i€ sl nsrmw-
ed our imapinat ion abowt whag intelbl-
Benioe looks Ll Al S rcing & rethin.
L35 can pemerats coch, Summeariss
resaarch papers and analyse comples

c]at.m,m'.'!mmgmﬂs.ﬂbeq:mﬁtmn
15130 bonger Caun woi ool I "Can
v aak the right guestion™

Prompd enginesding caphumes this
transiormation. Thequality of an Al
svsteny's output depends on clarity
and rsanceod s mstruetions Craft-
ing thase requires linguiste precis)
o, conceptual clarity and contextual
arts eclacation en

Sim Adtman saysthe effactivenesss
of LIMs depends on the quisdity of
human prompis and supervision. The
mioal powerfiol users of Alsrenot ne-
crsarily the best programnsrs, bt

o whe can frme problems clearcly
amnd guide mechines iowartds meaning
ful cutoames.
Commnieation 1s beoceming a strate-
gic capability in the AT ecanaey The
enginear whoean explain algorittmbe
risk tva corporate boamd, the policy:
ke Wi can transiate data privecy

Artificial, eh?

ECONOMICS TIMES (P-6), 24 MARCH 2026

But STEAMpunk

concernes Intovegulation —thess in:
dividualsoperabe at the lntersection
off tech and society and increasingly
shaps the trajectory of innovation
When invtrodeing iPad in 2010, Steve

Johs arpued that the most fransform.
ative innovations emerge at the mter-
zevtion of techand the Eiberal arts.
Apples suecess, he suggested, wasnot
atriumphof engineering but of desi-
#m, peychalogy and storyielling. Fle
bzl cultivated a deep sense of
designaferattending calligraphy
chagzes in college,

.P..Ij_s making that l'n'h:mu:l:l.ﬂ.n-e".l'm

Wit ey Lack 1 judpement. e
tions abouat Bairness inalgorithmis
automated systems o the ethical dep-
Bayrmesrl of ATearnpol be answared
thraugh maths akone. They requine
perspectives drawn from philosophy,
sty socd ology and Law As Al
besgriing by knnbhseeree hiving, lending,
healthcare and governance, stakasof
theze questions becomes enormoes.

Tension befween scientific precision
and naman interpretation is hardly
1w In & celebirared 1500 corsersation
in Barlin, Birstein and Tagoredehag-
e the ratureaf truth, Einstein argu-
ol that scientific truth exists indepens
dental human perception. Tagore
conanbered Shixl trudh ultbmately am-
wuives meambng throagh bomen cons:
clousness and ol hural wnderstansd-
ing. Mearty a century later, AT'S vise 18
reviving thad debate by unespectad
ways. Machlnes may process diala
efliciently bat the lu-'lerpreimlmut'
meaning, valies and purposs rema.:
nE profoumdly human.

[radia’s owng teschaalogical journsy
iustrwtes the imprtance of Hils b

rapective, Succass of DPTsuch
asmm—mr LIP'Iandr:r:dlaSta.-::l'; tlid
it emerge from snainesrng excellen-
caadone. [treguired regulatory irmagi-
natbon, policy design and the ability to
hoild tustamong citizens,

The next please of ndia's Aljourney
will require a similardy interdisciplin-
ary approach. Our education system,
homever; is bl around high-stakes
axgams and narrow academic finnels
theat prrivilege techmbcal disciplines
while marginalising broader ntallac-
tual exqplaration, While this mochet
produced techinical excellence, it often
diseouraged curlnsity somes fekls. In
meaﬁuf Al such rigidity becomesa

Shulents trained only in roufine weh
ruical tasks risk seeing those sialks aubo-
meated. What enchires is cognitveasdll-
I, i capacity to keep learning, think
criticaliy and move across domains.
Advantage will shift from marom gpe
clialbsrtion integmEion: cormecting
technological capabiliby with humsm
comtest. A& product designer whoun-
derstands behaviournl psychology A
poticy expert whograsps ML

Irombeally etseof infelligent machi-
s is increasing the valueof oniguee-
Ly humanqualites — coriesin; crea:
thvity emparhy and steevtelling, Real
Al disrugkion isnot technoloeical abo-
e but adeo inkellectizal.

The future will neither belong o
ASTEM adone, norsoalely tohumamnities,
It will belong o these whisean stand at
thelr indersection, combining analyve-
cal precision with umen insight. In
theapeof Intedlipent machines, the
el vabualle skl mey no bnger ba
solving equmiions, It will be asking
bttt questions than rmachines can

e v i rmee secreary;, Gof
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Degrees but no job: Is a college education still worth it?
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TN’s new welfare: Study hubs,
pods, women’s hostels

From exam aspirants to IT professionals, and
delivery personnel to women workers,
schemes focus on creating accessible, well-
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Dispite many positive
developmeris, intellectual
propertyeducationin Indiastll
facesseveral challenges. Oneof
theprimary issues isthelackof
widesprread awareness among
thegeneral popubation. Many

i the: e B soient=d Spencer Siver

atcdentalh created & weak adhesive

whileanempingindevelopampes - Smong,

plue AL first, the ivention seemed
usmeless bocause the aibesive was oo weak
lar imchustrial applications. For vears, he
wmngggled ro find & practicsl uee foc i
Eventoally, his enll=ague disoowered that
the acktwsive coukd besed ioomsite bockaneris
that would stick i peges withom damsping
chesm, This idea eventmlly evobved intoche
o Posi-f Moge,

The keseon kere is significant: even
rﬁﬂmddﬂuﬂﬂhmmum
TnraTiONES Wi proteced through patenis
nﬂmm]lm:lg‘mmly.'ﬂﬂmlra:nﬂg
appeansden bea bded iperiment evermially
hecame ome of the most peolitable office
THoCsciE in the woekd

In a0 e where ideas, combivity, and

EIEI:#’L'. s ame
of the (el vahmble asets of iIndvidisls
ﬂrﬂmmk&mm;mm?rﬂm
0 thee begal rights pranted o cremos and
decipne, and beand ifenisies

Inneckes aapllbyrosing bnce e tased
ecooy, the imporance of mellecnzsl
propey edocation bas gained incsing
atiention, As inneaton expands in felds
rarging B lbju;gnt o Meezmmnuee and
blotechmnlogy, e 10 educare s
st procecting thek intellscusl crestions
has herome more urgent thsn sver.

[FRelecinal pooperty tvpically inchades
putms._mmlgm. trademarks, ampd
(IRt T Theserights ensum
cha creaioes e reoopnized for thesr work
and can berelit economicafly [Fom thelr
Innamsatiores Cilobasdly, oouitries: that pricrinse
[P edtusstinn berid Io foster stronges ieseanch
sroEysiems, hriving eneathve inches fes, and
comgpetitive tachnologhonl advancemsent,
For o cowntry Hke India - bomne to a lage
popalation of stodents, entrepreneurs,
cesearchers. and susts - uﬂmm
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Building IP awareness

4
IPR Awarencess Programee

INTELLECTIA
PROPERTY

e I.'.* h
inteBevtiz prooperny bs sssental for eromursging.
Innossaticn and sfemueding cretive maput,
Hisiically, irnellachzad pooperty sducation
i o wens comfineed largely o law schoals
andspecialived legal tralning programsies.
Howewer, as Indias particlpation In 1he
giohal Enoedede ecomomy expanded.
podacymsdeers and echicanrs beggn reorgniang
the impoetance of spresding P awanemess
eyond the legal profession Tockn imellecnusl
propenty education |5 greduslly being
incorporated o wniversaties, technical
institutions, and even school-leved caricula,
A slgmificant milestone im Indis's [P
the Vlorkd el ikl
Fropesty Cypanizaion.
whicherlshomsswish paticy
Tl intelieons property edicaion
and tradming, Thoough
courses, and academic oollahorations,
the organizatfon has helped baild a
cultine of [P recmrenes among sudents.
researchers, and policymakers in [ndia

-

2 NipAM %

part al start-ap development peogrimenes,
Ambermajor stakebolder in Inethscsa)
property edasiion i Lhe Mational Intellesiu)
Fropenty Awareniss Mission, which aims
o resch millions of stadents aceass thee
couniry. This initisthe conducts calineand
offline swereness sessions in schools and

thesignilicande al respect ing and pmiscting
creative wirks, Theough these peograimes,
students ass Entroduced so baslc concepis
ach & plagizsrizm, comyright infringement,
anid the vakee of original thinking.

Despite these positive developaments,
inpedlootual property education in bndia sl
froces sevprad {me
af the primary {sses s the
lack of widespossa iaarenens
| Many creatons, particalaty
vl ertrerenaas, et i,
and independent artisis, am
often uruware of the leal
protections

Within the coumiry, the Office of the vl o b,
Controlier General of Paleniz. Des AR resalt, mnavarive ideas
and Trade Marks plays a onacial in metimes go ingmotected,

inigllectal properry pwareress. Thewriterls  Jeaving them vulnerable t
Uindizr the Nationsl Inlellscrusd Axnwion miREe LAty
Rights Policy introduced in 2096, the  Prafessos challeyge liesin the gneven
BRI initiated snerd M Prinfala tlistribastion of 1P education
[ edu:ul ?mim I|hr b‘&%ﬁ:‘f Haddadar TS Pt
PrODECLInE Thelf iancnations. £ Mahaddpalgg,  While I:I:i:llng liniwersdties
mitlathees include intellechaml peoperty adiz and mensopelitn institutons
TWATETHECE CRTPERIRS, ralning sesions miry alfer comprehensive
hﬂaﬂ-muﬂu‘ﬂpﬂ_ﬂu‘ld’ﬂ‘n‘nﬁju o o iellech ol propey,
o academic insrhuliong. srelerendleges ard faml instbutions ofien

Eihssaibonal iestitulions have increasingly  lack access ro el Thisdsparity
texxgrinod Ll o progurtyllercy  treates a gap i kncwlege thar gan i
feeheeniial for pripng careers in U abliyefsadents fror Lesdemepresenied
sclence, technofiogy, basiness, und the  mgionsw particpate Salby in innovaton-driven
creative arts. Techrdcd institunlions such s industries,
criginecting and makagemenlschools have Furthermmons, intellecoal property educition
alsa begun emphastzing the imporiance of  must adaps 1o the rapidly evelving dighal

Eanclacape. The imermet s made fecieation

intellectual poperty in innovation-driven
industrics. 4

Studends Involved In research amd
developmaent ane taught how o protect s
ievverations:thumogh podentsand how intefichial
PIORETLY Gl suppor entpepsencurship
Innovaton cells and Encubalion centres n
niversiies now clien Bokde Falaing
sessinns on inelleciual peoperty dghts as

and dissemination af content easier thag
;Ekr&;dm but It has also increased the
copynghtinfringsment, pi and

ursauthorizad reprocuction o
Stackents and voung professionals st

theresion: v habod red oy phoug

thelr mwm werk bt olso shom respeciing

the EmleBectusl propery rights of others.

reseanh instiutions, BR0s auchas
dinip ke g unsesthorizng o]
of scholarly work have become matters of

B iy S s
ual proper 5 #0Ur
mwpmuﬂ i
the creditdity of acafemic InstEutions.

AL the same time, intelectunl propery
exchacation can play acrucial wle in promating
entmEpreTersbipand eonomic development,
Start-ups and small businesses often rely
heasily an inmovation and brand idenricy
By understanding b i ssoure s

teademacks, and copymighis, entrepoensurs
an pronecy their itive acheamisge i
the market, Ingedl CEODERY imvareTes

also hildps usinecses altract invesinrs, as
protecied innovations ofien ety gester
comumercial wahoe.
India’s rapidly expanding stan-wp
erﬂmmmummm
(1 praperty sdocabtion. Young,
i new pechmodingies,
digital servloss must
ther intellacua
assers, Univerdties and innovaton ot
are increasingly g ba emsure thal
srudenis recive wmmgmmm
licensing agresements, and eechnalogy
commercialization
Lasoking nhead. (he future of Intelleciual
property sducation In India will depend oo
Imm el collabomtion betwien govermment
Lulions, wnlversi
e Livs, industry leaders,
IFEwapm o school cumoubs, imemmging
|||I.l!TrJ:|.l-l_.1F1I.!1.||:'-,. Learnirg, mnil sapporing
Inmn;i;ﬂimmm can help buihd &
BETIEE vtk creativily s rempects
intellectunl cramerghip, -
Ulienately intellsenzl property echacation
18 mat merely ghout knowledpe; It is
b culbivaling o culnee of Emomation,
Incla contl wptu]lmhsérfﬂ!wm d
W% B0 h=edf as a global
Ewih for technalogy, resesech, and creative
Il tries, eql.\lprhmnfd ciliéens wich the
B0 PEORECT Innderual
dsets will be crocial 3

ey LY
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/Infrastructure hurdle to govt proposal

‘Unrealistic’ tag
on school Al timer

BASANT KUMAR
MOHANTY

New Delhi: The Centre on
Wednesday told Parliament
that artifictal intelligence
{ Al} would be included in the
carticulum of Class 111 and
above from 2026-27, the pro-
posal coming at a time when
teachers are vet to be trained
and Internet connectivity
eludes nearly 40 per cent of
schools.

Education minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan told the
Rajya Sabha that the depart-
ment of school education and
literacy had developed a Cur-
riculum on Computational
Thinking and Artificial Intel-
ligence (CT&AIT) to Inculcate
Al-readiness in school stu-
dents.

BJD MP Sulata Deo wanted
to know whether the ministry
planned to introduce coding

and Al courses in secondary

sehnols.
“This curriculum will be

imphemented from Classes 11l
to VIII, in the session 2026-27,
and aims to develop Al-ready
learners by focusing on com-
putational thinking skills.
The states/Union Territores
are also working on bringing
emerging technologies, in-
cluding Al, into their academ-
jc framework,” the minister
sad.

The minister said the
Mational Counci] of Educa-
tional Research and Training

(NCERT) had included a pro-  will be given in (*Jass 11, After  said.

FUTURISTIC LEARNING

ject on animation and games
in the vocational education
textbook for Class VL

“Al is being embed-
ded for awareness and foun-
dational competencies among
school students (Classes VI-
XIT) and building Al literacy
among educators,” Pradhan
gaid.

Additionally, CBSE offers
a skill module on Al for Class-
&5 VI-VIIT and as an optional
skill-based subject in Classes
[X-XI1.

Through supplementary
questions, Deo and nominat-
e MP Sudha Murthy wanted
to know if Internet facilities
woere avallable and whether
teachers were trained to teach
the subject in schools, _

“We are developing two in-
digenous Al models. The pri-
mary focus will be to prepare
our teachers' community. The
Al platform is a self-learning
model," Pradhan said.

= Al is 2 horizontal subject.
The primary knowledge of Al

that, the students will uge A7
for a deeper “Nd:ﬁrsmndmg =
he said.

The minister said 60 per
cent of high schools in the
country had Internet,

“The government has
envisaged providing broad-
band connectivity in all high
schools. In the next 2-3 years,
all schools will get broadband/
Internet connections.” he
added.

Ashok Agrawal, president
of the All India Parents ps.
soctation (AIPA) and former
member of the Delhi Unives.
sity court, said the govern-
ment's proposal seemed to bhe
unrealistic in view of poor in-
frastructure in schools,

“They are talking in the
air. This proposal sounds like
a joke. Basic infrastructure is
not available in government
schools. The schools are in
hopeless condition. For ex.-
ample, thousands of school
buildings are in dilapidated |
condition in Rajasthan. The |
students are sitting in open
spaces, The situation is sim-
ilar in many other states ™
Agrawal sakd.

“Electronic equipment
like computers and other fa-
cilities are not functional in
five per cent of government
schools. Electricity is not
available in many schools.
Power supply 18 erratic, too, [
such a situation, the priority
should be on the improvement
of basic infrastructure.” he

Sl
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WORK
EVOLUTION

JOHN FELIX RAJ &
SOVIK MUKHERJEE

ICIHN FELIS,
FAJ S THE VICE
CHAMCELLCR, ARD
SOMIE MUKAERJEE

15 Al ASSESTANT
FROFESS0R OF
ECONCaBES, BOTH

AT 5T XANIER'S
UNINERSITY.
FLILEATA

Rather than
replacing
roles cutright,
Al imegrates
it workflows,

routing fosks
analytical capaginy

YTy lew miofiths, a headline

warmns that artificial intelligence

is about te erase millions of

feltve. Writers worry about Al
g-e:nl.'l-l-l-t‘d articles, Progranimers eve
code -comipletion boals; analysts won
det whether alpocithmes will soon own
every data-driven decision, The anoedy
iy understandabibe— &1 can wrrle estays,
pereraie mmages, crunch masive datas-
15, and mimic comvertation with slaf-
i, feency:

Aut the realsty indide mosl M'\'!‘l\'.Fh'.'l..l.:b-
is iz drammatic and mene comsequential
Al ma't replacing people wholesae 1
changirg how the wotk gets dane. The
pealeisionals polling aren'| the ones
with the lanciest degrees; ﬂﬁn: the anes
whiave lmarsed 10 use Al

The real thiwil, then, isnt the model.
it's the colleague, comapetitos, or Sudent
who treals Al as 2 power toal This st
brumans versas machine. Its hamans
with Al verss Bumans wirhost if,
Techmology and Human ,qhuh

We've seen iy mivovie before. When
Gutenbergs press spigadd in the fifieerth
cenfury, scribes fearad cheolesorace. During
the Indusirial Revolution, leoms end steam
eiglnes wene iaimied lor gulting craf rades,
Later, compuiers panic 4 they
auinmeied calowlation axd reco

Each warve followed the sameare fear
firil then a redefition of work, The PreRs
dide't kil writing; it expanded literacy
ind created new professions, Faclones
dide’t erase crafismanship; ey scaled
produstion and spawned technical rodes
L5t hadn't exated. Coppisers didi't end

analysis :ﬂ birthiad eoftware mgineers
g, LT, the digiral

Al iy the Latest furn of that wheel—
;‘Lﬁ mth. bwist. I reschies indn cogni-

worki P L

analysing, designing. ngjrls Genini
shanes fesearch-heavy tasks and live
information. Meta Al is baned for guick,
casual imberactions woeen inin mﬁ:-
forms. Openls ChatGPT helps pro-

Fears of Al replacing jobs

~ MILLENNIUM POST (P-9), 27 MARCH 2026

Power Of Al Leverage

are misplaced; the real shift is subtler, reshaping
work itself, rewarding those who use it, and exposing those who don't

ferionals brainstorm, draft, end distil
complex matertal in seconds. Develugrers
mﬂmﬁjllmhwﬂmlwﬁrw' ™
BERE; UEDETS Projolyps wi
DMLY E hefoer nefeering by hatul, Mone of
theese 2rases expertise. They compress the
grunt wark en people can spend tme oo
strabegy, judgment, and creativity.
Rine of Al-Augmented Profestiosal

bt o partnership, The baman seis direc-
thi; the mode! lcnpeui hreadth,
and & frst draft of almost aspthing,

Im marketing,: wools Hke |asper ar
ChatGiFT let 3 fesm spin oul a dven ad
variants in minutes, basl bomes, and iler-
ste—rather than pellshing & singhe draft
all afterioon ln warnalim, mporters
{eed thousands of documents inis Al-
assisted fext qu'lr,ﬂ] and sarfuce paiferns
that once doak weeks bo spol. bn acalamia,
risearchers s Flicit o Semantic Schol-

ars Al Feafuris ia Hiterature neviews,
UMTnATiG s, ani] s gaps far faster
1am manigl i

The Fesull iin'e fewer prolessianals,

]I'S_E‘l.'lfuﬁmn]l who n ¢ Il:m:m:
wElght, eEpdont mons ﬂffhl'l L8 ety
sharper erllluhl::.l : d

&l 't taking paer Hr_l‘l._'l‘hillﬂhlhﬂ &l i-!h‘r

| i

Sk

Preductivity in the Age of imelligent Teals

Thtau&mnwltﬂxhudh:um
Wark wwhid o take hours nonw ool-

lapses nlo mizvutes. s anabyst wha once
cleamed sprendshects, ran stats, and buih
clrarts by biand can mow lean on Microsolt
Wu Al-satsned Tableau to generate

beards and call out insights ainvost
instantly Spotes of cosding assstents con-
slateniby show developers finishing rasles
rackedly faster (han peers warking weth-
oot them.

Expectations hift with that
Tesmns azsame quicker tamara al
brcader exploration. A gap opens—nol
Because some are smarter, but
because some people have beiter levernge.
Uppertenity and Competition inan AT-
Drriven World

Al alsa flattens the playing Geld.
Capakalities that once demanded spe-
clakists pr expengive software are now
in the hands of snadents. solo fourd-
ers, dnd small teams. A founder can
research @ market, draft 2 picch, meck
up brand assets in Canva’s Al tools, and
prutotype a landing page without hiring
a Full crew, Students use Motlon Al ar
Perplextty to arganise fiibés, fusimarise

readings, and generwic shudy guddes,

Adcess glone isel ihe edge, though.
YWhen everyane can open the s inol-
bz, the diference is bow well you use
it —creatively, o 2ally, comgtently
Human Edge in the AL

M:iu‘lllhlnm dahy workSiows. the
Jill stack: s changing. Thomain expertise

:i:‘ matters, b Amu.u::.- i fuw table
stakes: what amodsl s din, his
to prompt it, and where it trips. Versfica-
ticn i non-negotiable becmuse madels
can be confidenty wrang, Human jodg-
et i the filter.

And some strengths remain stub
barnly human: empathy, ethical rea-
soming, contextusd puance. orginal
creativity, Al can flag ancemalies 5 med-
jcal imnages; treatment still hinges an
dinicians judgment and a corversa-
tic with a patienl. It can dralft § policr
e Jeadership- weighlng_r.wk-nlﬁ.
reading a roarm, taking resporsibility —

| RIS,

“m;hr patters {iE- #Iw;ﬁ.‘g duﬁﬂj I'I:
erase the nesd for pr onals
redefines what makes a professional
valuahle The advantage goes B0
those wiho pair human [nsight with
machine efficieny.

Adaptation ks the Real Competitive

Advantage

Alis aneof the definang lchpokagical
shifts of our rime, but the cenird challenge
it rawr artomation of job ks, 05 mh;:-_

tabion—hiw we ink work,
ani leverage,
Ignare the tack, and you risk falling

Behvin, e for lack of tabent, but becans:
dithers can do imore with the same hown,
::fm I'JhtmEmd'rﬁutWﬂ what
r\rl:pﬂ:l:-u
The future of work won't belong W
muichines abone, or io hamans alone. B
will belong to mmdﬁmmaﬂﬂh:
i collabarats with
Which iz why one line keeps landing f
with such force: Al won't replace you
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JHINLK MAZUMDAR

Calewtta; CBAE schools said
cnly a few among their Class X
students had so far expressad
willingness to appear for a
s bowerd exam to improve
their performance

Al South Point, 1t I8 70
ot of 800 af Mahadevi Birka
Wiarld Academy - 20 out of 210
“only a handful® out of 470
at Delhi Publle Scheol Eoby
Part: 16 out of 200 at The New-
town Sehool wers some af the
PRSI

The Last date for schools e
sabmit the st of candidates in
the first phase is March 31, and
samee schools kave given stu-
derits until the weekend.

The schools’ window [0

TELEGRAPH (P-9), 28 MARCH 2026

Few takers for CBSE second board _gx_am

entel for Round 11 opened on
March 18,

Seudamits have the freedom
to decide whether they want
£ appear [or e secend hoand
exam after the declaration of
the first exam resalis

"W expect o get o more
raabistc photure affer e Class
K resndcs are out. Stsdents can
always reconsider thair deci
sian,™ sabd Jaldey Ghosh, the
Houtls Polnt principal.

Students can enred or with-
drawr fram the list evan adier
the publication of their Class
X resulis .

The CBSE is introducing
thi dwa-board examm policy this
vear, [t will allow stwdents io
fmprove their performance
i up to three subjects Among

—f

T

acipnce, mathemaikcs, social
eclenee, amd languages.

Al passed stadents woald
he allowed to imprave their

performance, and it is manda.
bary foappaar in the [rat axam

in b eligible for the seooned.

The bpard hzs asked
sehoals for an pidtial Het of
candidates ang the subjscts
In which they wiah ro appanr
b ensure “feclproed prepara
thons"’ for the exam, the board
b b,

“"We have receilved & lbw
enbries w0 G foe 15 Arst leval
The moment students fin-
ish Class X, ihsy move oo do
preparation for Class XL amd
theor dem't want 10 spenid tlme
restudying the Class X avila-
hus, " said Jovatl Chaundhur
the principal of Delhi Public
Sctvnl. Buby Park

Many studenis aspiring ko
secuee engineering or medi-
¢l ssais are mone foceied on
podpetitive exams 1En #0

Tl '-.r..r nl an
schenls plan b0 sgart the
Closs XTI acodemic =
the thard wesk ol Apel

The sevond board exam (s
scheduled im May, the board
has said

EF Ehiey

2200 10 ag ,'-'
s B0 :'u-.ar'
- Wil e caught ey
Chase ¥ and XT and '!:-,_'u' fn
it difficudi 1o Balance. [0 che
et theale subpects and siostm
of choics, thay fes ot i3 betr
ti e o sath Clada X1 The
fof b e BortWad ratneT

e petnipal of hlshds

', Baria |1|I fl A u ] N
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AVUIT PATHAK
SOCKILOGIST

ECENTLY a lead-

LA wernen's Gal-

lege in the nation:

al capilal

jtated 1

alumnes for securing lop
ranks in the UFPS0 Civil Ser-
vices Exarmination, 2025, As
o] Use suoeds glofies of Lhise

o intersct with them aod
lparn the techniques meeded
to ok this heavily valarsed
rompetitive emmination,

A, reediess inadd, an e
cise of this kind the college
ptnpﬂrnlﬂﬂmw

wi pegdred o generade &
serme of pride among s -
reni shaderds, and  mspire
thern bodawed] b life.

While 1 congratulate the
principal and these 10 slum-
nse of the college, | also pray
that these ‘achievers restrain
their egos, remain Bumble,
and scguire the  moral

+ opurage o distanee them-
gelves from the seducine
trap of power and privilege

However, beeause of my

doep interest in the palitics.

and somalogy of knowledge,
& disturbing question haunis
me. Why i il that & collepe
ke for liboral arls and
humanities ket bo showease
the UFSC woppers to prove ks
worth? Will the college, 1 ask
el be equally peoud of
these alumnee hed they cho-
ser an allogether dafferent
trapectary of Lie &5 say A
the adinass of Chhallisgarh
and Jharkhand; a schood
beacher oding ber best lo
mhie'ﬂusplm-:lfmhm]

Acoept 1L We live In o socie-
ty that constracts it unigue
naotion of ‘success’ and Yail-
ure’, Mowmnnder, the purpoese
afl education |8 often defined
in berrrs of these ulifitarisn
tales of swooesg and failure.
I'hriruunn:e-il’qupli'u-lj-:e

slrearn, M ane
nwahnﬂ]ytnld.ﬂwlymmut
bespame A doctor ar an engl-
nieer, O, if you happsen to opt

fior the hupnanities and social’

class
ummﬂununlmmnnl'm
cerss o the instrumental val-
we of education makes il
excesdingly diffieult  for

TRIBUNE, (P-7), 28 MARCH 2026

The cost of India’s UPSC fixation

youRgslers o bmagine and
atrive For allerrative Hie tra-
Jjectorbes. Hence, it is undes-
standable why a college of
liberal aris and humaemnities
sees the TPSC Woppsers as ils
robe modals.

Yet, it is equally lmpos-
tant to realise that this
soctally constituted notion
of swecesd has bed 1o what i
would regard as the pathol-
oy of the UPSC phenatme-
non — the way it has bed o
& huge profif-making Hs
3. 00-crore business of the
coaching mdustry.

T buses et theevital and
creative enengy of LomUmer-
abile young minds and ham-
pered the spirit of engaged
teaching and ressrch n our

While success s
celebrated , we tend
to forget the agony
of failure. Possibly, a
young person could
have excelled asa
schoolteacher, an
anthropologist, a
SPOrTSperson ard
filrn maker

“as & schoolteacher,

polepes arad uriveriig,

Evem: though e bofve o hesar
tales of merenss’, we shoukd
not fonget thal becasuse of this
ane-dimeraional and ohses
give craze for IASTPSaied
up.riﬂr.. we see lakhs of
woung pecple getting paycho-
logically wounded and bear-
ing the stigma of ‘fakhume’,
After all, wiesl elae can you
wxpect if, sy, oot of 10 kih
applicanis, erly 1090 Ty
ones are selecied foc these
ol jobs?

While ‘success’ is cele-
braled and worabipped, we
tend to forget the agony of
Laihire, Poaslbly, & young
pereon could have excelled
F i

—————— L

son or a film maker
However, bocause of this
UPSC oraze, a significant part
o histher young life 1 wasled
in reaming arourd coaching
oendres, spending a huge
ammant of monsy and comn-
surmiryg &ll those notes’ of his-
Lory, current affairs, ErEOdaEy
and poltical theory that
coaching ‘guras’ s=ll with
huge ‘fanfire and bocome
instant exorepatis,
Truly, # i a sad comaren:
tary on the state of edusation
and thie mental health of our

academic would tell you that
the UPSC pherormeron is
degtrging the rigour of aca.
demic puifure in aur coleges
anid urihmersites. For a bypical
IPSC-anentoed stipdent, what

schools”. Yes, il 15 mol U
mbﬂqmpﬂrmm
in mary of our colleges and
universities while the busi-
niess of 1AS coaching contres

Erorwe exponentially

The principal of the college
1 e referringe bo, 1 arn sare, &
well mwine of this pathalogy
of the TPSC phendmenom.
HmI-'l.mdmhﬂ'
mampulsion. After all, in this
market-griven and  hyper
competitive age, & college’
university has to contimzally
think of its ‘ranking, i3 pres-
tige and glamour and iis
brand value [ ales wrder-
dmdﬂﬂtlbe-ichl.ﬁm

pught to realise that its pri-
mary fanction i510unite aca-
cal thinking, culbyuic the
spirat of demmcrate ctiaen-
i, decondition the minds
of youung stuclonts.

This will help them ees
beyard  the mamstream
rolion of ‘success’ — say,
the job of an [AS officer or
L jioks off 8 corpoate profes-
siomal with a fancy ‘salary
package' and find meankng
mnd purpose inowhal they do
a5 active, paakened, knowl-
!l:lg:uhl.e and ‘compassion-

ate cltizens. T

)

M L ]


Admin
Typewritten Text
TRIBUNE, (P-7), 28 MARCH 2026

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text


#2p= and help students
elimatise themsalvag ma':

b & bigher knowledge seo-
Sysem, o another medi
mﬁ irstruction. fefien
reginal aguage i
English), and from sural o
urban or semi-urban set.
Be hd et
S ] pismpe o
voung adulthocd.

1

N many RS,
bridge comrses da pot vield
e desived rosules, This is
becsige same  teachers,
faeled by the notion thay
they hine bo give e st

dents a head stam, oy to
package the cumioua of
ﬂtﬁmr-rrnrmrhmuh

reas am ingeractive method
weolld be mese suitabhe dor
the needk of these s
denis.

Also, a bridge course
clissream, is heterogene
ﬁiﬂ rﬂl:l.uh'r_ ‘Teachers

It vary thisir eeaching
styles and strategies o ca-

HINDU (P-5), 30 MARCH 2026

1t 13 the differentdal abili-
ties of the Sludents,

Flany nstitations di pod
bave a proper curriculum
of lewthooks  Tor  sich
comarses. B the schedule
is cenlative. So the [
harve to improvise and,
tem, i it hadiy

Bridge urses  are
meand ad much for aca
diieics as for socalisation
and pesr seaching s
:'Wﬂﬁ-ﬂﬂ'ehmm:h'l-
BT dspac] lgmoTed,
Hridge schools should not
b= confused with sumemer
schooie, which are g
ris amd mienshe  pro-

Al s means W
1 studenis'  dosnadn
kil edge.

Strategies .
All these problems can be

miegratian, To faciliame
this, peer uﬁhh‘g arxd

mencaring, e !J:.I
Bnbor ltnd.ml:.:a}u}u

EROTITEged,

Third is che inchision of
Narrhilled activicies that will
effctively help in soclal in-
begration andd, &2 Kmshen

lEirn.I.q

angued, make
maanfrgiul lasler
when thi nn'mjwﬁluru

b,

Finally, a bridge course
B a shorerm peo-
gramme, What could mot
b= taught aver 13 vears af
sty In terms of domain
Inmadedge and proficiency
canm be acibeved in a
couple of weeks. 5o, neich-
B hﬂ;.t $Dﬂiﬂm}d it T eEhe [
u EXpECT
mirachs

Bridge courses must fo-
cus o enhancing the par-
Bopants' commuinication
Hlk;_n'.:wlnu and IEI-E;
] “h#
the disciplines conceprs
i wan them away from
ot memarisation and ac-
guire kncwledige in a 55
Iemmatic manner. Thils will
provide a foundation for
thetir umdergraduaie

rent intrllectial and physi-
¢l environmeents and’ fll
knowledge gaps o some
extent. in any rige of pas

sage, the liminal

beading io aggregation i g
crucial step ars, therefare,
Iridge course participams
showld be belpid to cross
the threshokd of limanativy
and emier the university
R¥Sherm.

Thar i i 34 Eraasbar Srabeot
i Gard e Sl et
[Irra 1gebe Univenity Erad
e Sgrad om

- TTEEN T -l
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HINDU (P-5), 30 MARCH 2026

The rise of temporary teachers in West Bengal

The State hias not been able o expand Bs nstitutional capacity in line with rising demand

|_ DATA POINT _-l
Armab Chakrahsri
Anideresha Bas
esf  [PBempnl's  hilehier
edoation sedem & in- |
creasingly . barimg dhe-
fnvind oy an eersuad Sesture: a0 ex-

cepticnally  bigh refiance an
TEmperary feachers, While oon
iractaal and ad-hoc facuiny are noc
e acrss Trsdlan ankss-
s, the scale ofered 0 Wes
Banygal s far bevond the mational
narm. Evidence from the All India
ey an Ha ; ]
(AIEHEY revesls thar this s mor a
chort-term admisistrative dfus-
mems, bur a persisent srrscrgal
fearure of the system.

Char | captiares the magninsde
af the Exue, Over the past decads,
the share of Temiporary peschess in
Wzt Bengal liad eogissbenth re-
malred ghove 15%, far excesding
thar of amy other major State. In
200822, while Rajakthsm 0.25%),
Tarmil Madu (284%3, amd evien LN-
tar Pradesh (G%) reparted relitive
v modest shares, West Benmgal
eicued] it o striking 1R%. In absolute
terrrs foa, #he e leads, aith o
or 3,200 temporary teachers —
higher than Karmam@is (0300,
whach ramks secoml, The doew Is
yen sharper alng gender e,
Terpamry appoimtments oo
fior 22 5% of all female feachers m
the Sane, compared o 5.4% for
ien. The neext highest share of fi-
male femporary kEschers among

Sihia s T
e it Gtk B
AISHE are maable only op e
02122, the insigins they reveal
are ili rebecant. Sorucnnal fea-

feackers o Wes Rengal coulid be
st much eellance sbeme frem @
frepi n yrermanend recruibmen,
Howover, dala diesta nit sappoT]
thiz chai. Growth n permaneni
peaching positons i West Bengis
pas fhiciuaied Devwen 8% and
15% annually - neither stagnant
mar anusiElhy ko relaive to otk
Srares (ke 2h Mofeover, we see
that the growth of wepeeany and
pormandni wachens in West Dan-
il has Bty mecreed in andem.

An‘alternative line of inguiry i
whether this pacterti fellees a de-
rmarsl-sicle pressure, specifcally
whethes a bigher Gross Enmlmens
Bt BGER) I Weest Bengial has

crutpraced M evsrems ability toes- |

oS Comverge o & simgle comclu
slon: there are simghy not enaigh
INENIAIGES OF poTmaneni ienslsers
o el the demand for higher
educaton.

1n this cortes, e prodermion
of SEmpPerAry feachers - appears
less a policy choice and more a
coping mechanism, An excessive
rlEnGe i lempuary eachers
may have a fiscal Isconsive from
the Sme’s perapective in the shar
mam, hue B has cerain Erim

| eonseguEEes on the bealth of the
| higher education eysem. By e

ehgm, awch positions affer lmited
fods security, hower pay, and Betle

| soope for recoarch o peolissional

panid periranes Bouliy, Howeor, |

a compar T GER Jcross Rafew
sugpests ollerwise, Wess Bengal's
GER (26.7% m 2031-220 ls noi par-

taenibarly bigh; i Fact, # Thes toward |

the Jower emnd of the spectrum, |

welthi Srates lke Taamil Mach (9755,
and even Rajasthan (ZER6% Gur-
perioitsiag Iy a mangin

The proldein, thapelre, Tis 6

| apwhere — on 1 sapply tide of

rures of higher education sysiems -
suich & instingionsl capacity, hir- |

g practices, and workforo com:

pend bo ewnde glowdy, As |

such, ehe trenids gbsered ane un
likely to have reversed drarmtics)-
Ty im thee short gpen since, and con
mlrmrﬂﬁﬂhlﬂﬂd‘ m

A coTan explanciliom e 1

upustially bigh share of teemporary . |

Cld SR

higher pducation,

Strained members
Wesst Dengal has mon besty gl 1o
urpnn:truhﬂhn:lﬂﬂﬂﬂl'iﬂr.'-'m

[ with risingg demand, Bepsrdn |

anl A snd 2000-H, the number
of tnsstitutinns grew By just HLETE,

wedl helow other States with rele

thaely weaker educationl infrac.
tructare, such. & Rajasthan
(2150, Madkya Pradesh (T
arsd Unar Pradesh (8% This 1
mited expansion has resulEd in a
by burdien on egtsng nating
rions. With roughly 100 shidents

condd i fhe country, behimd Tielhd,
and far ghmar most other SEikes.
1'|q-|u;:.n,-x.un.i.-.Fur1illu_r|rr'l'n:!'l'f-‘|ﬂ:‘l:1
teaching capaciy. Pugitt
peichet palio in the Shabe FANECE
herwsen 5 and 35 — among the

e cine Lk srudents b also low i
West Bengal (257), These indica

ot incritute, Wiest Bengal ks se- | stroctral consiraings

dranlaprrent, This can advwersely
lﬁ*ﬂumwh;n mﬁjrlzi a5 instrac-
1oes i mulisple appaoin-
il ey have bess thme and ke
er imcentve  far erude
Engapemir or cuiicalilin e

Mrecarial emplioy
mena risks disincenrivising ndisi
dinals From puradeg scademic -
peers alicgether, Marecwer, snce
mEmorary posittons are dispro-

The Ieglicathons of thés sbracru
ral tmbalance exend heiond the
higher educacken system ftself. In
recent years, the policy fooss of
thi West Bevgtal government has
Inereasingly leaned nowrnd cash
transfer echemes almied o imme
e welare ]

Wetiile intervertiors help
wulnerafide himsehalds, they can
Investments in husan capiesl

Addiressing U underlying
— expaniisyg

rukarmd, e State ek undermain.
ing its abalivy to penerane 8 killed
anil produsciise workforee.
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FATAN BEHATTACHARIEE

maham Nalini siands todoy

as one i the loasdest yoicis

In Mankpur liceranere, Her

itign by the Sahirya

Akndeni for hisr colleo ion ol shor siorkess
Eanplamdeiba Eephst late last year
marked o mikesione not oaly in her
careai Bur alen in he bDiosder
acknowdedpement al Manigurl writing
wilthim s [ndign Tiverary camom To

wome about her in depab regines no
omily & eecoansing of her biography and
ke ils bl e sustained arahsis
of her works, thelr themes, stylistic
qualities, and the ouliaral conteszs they
[tkiminace. In this ssay, the fooas will
b on er witings., moving theosgh her
miajor works with close atteniion loLhe
storkes in Kanglamdriba Eephut. while
aluting e attinhe laper landscape
of Manipuri eratans and sodiery,
Haoham Malinis literary career is

deeply Imertwined with her acadenic
and pedagogical bachground. Having
terugei o it o soch A8 Kha Manipur
Gl Thishal Cofege. and D3 Collepse
aFTeachers' Education, she developed a
chanp avareress of the inlellectnal ard
cubtural currents shaping Mandpari
sciery. This awareness Lo lales il
et Tiction whisch i marked by 2 keen
senstthvinyniothe everakny Bves ol ondinary
people, pamiculacly women, and the
gibele pensions hetween tradRicn and

Sahitya AkademiAwardfor
microcosmsof Manipurisociety

modernity.

Heer mwmerd i nedinp. eodlection Is o zet
ol sl stOmiess Ul exe Ry hit icrary
sivie and ithematlc precocapations. The
title e, which evabes (rsgiliny and
resdlience, sels b ione for the oollection:
thiese arg sorics of poople nmdgating
precaricus circemstances, yel fnding
wps imidone Ench oy is amicrooesam
iof Maripurd sociery, eeflecting its cul naral
richress. s social bicrarchics, and it
emotionad |andecnpes Nalinlscharacters
ari.l drimam r:ﬂ'-mﬁM'wm 5
wi TS, bl mikhirs ierd,
w-nErx arxl throagh thermn, she paints
o mosai: of Manipugi life, One of the
et Cheermied in Banplamdriba Bepdul
% the comaditicm of women

Halings Temale characiers ane alten
caight e sehol peirisciol epoaions,
vel Uy nesisl |n subtle wu‘:.!il. In 1&::
SIOTY. O VOUME WOTan n ates her
r'II:ITWH: na 1I:IEIHrLI]“}'I:|‘1tI.IEh.'I|IL
balancing respect for elders with her
diersine for aubdrrrmy. Inamother, 2 mather
pragmples with the dhallenges of
childeen in o mpidly charging sociery,
T parratines g the sesilienin
al woinen, their capacity 1o enduse
hardship. and their quier assertion of
individualitg. ®Malinl does not postray
WEHTICTL &5 [rissive victims Dl &5 active
apents, even when their agency is
coestmained by=ncial nome This feminiss
P e e, whi e hiscebaly

+ w
heen dominased by malke volors. Another
PerurTiag (heme 18 the ension epaesn
trixclithon and modernity, Kalinfs stories
often depict characters cought beraeen
thee il of Bnocsiral castoms and the
demands of contemparary 1fe For
ENELENCE, 2 ERDCY My el apound &
Tammily Lom betaetn priservimg tradi wnal
nnuhﬂdndmlmmmukm;-mm

reflenits dhe ooy socio-ouliued

reslity of Mamipur, whess globalisation

Jnil hocal iradlticns imtersect incomplex
wayt. Walinis narratives highSghn the
contracictinnsof progres modermisalion
brings cppormanitics b also aenation;
cultural pride coexists with sacial
anddthe pussst of modem
educatlon zomelimes clashes with
cradicional values, Thmugh these stodes,
she paises questions abo kemin,
belonging, and the costs of change.

Srylisticadly, Malinl's writing blends
e wath hyrical poose. Her descrignions
of landscapes, rituals, and everyday
ol arimbued with poetic esnmance,
turrng the et anie into T prafosmnd.
Mt che samne clime, ber aresharp
and mithentie, capiusing the ehythm of
whas | puar speech. This kil noe between
preetic imagery and realistic detail ghves
her siores boeh assthetic hulu:!Fmd
s pedwanio She i & gllt for evolking
atmosphere - whether it is the gquiet
tensiom af 2 household, the basile of a
markerploce, or the sereniry of & rural
Eﬂ.ﬂ.ﬂ!‘lﬂ Hier o ig nal rnareeeed sl

i using imagery ndespen
the uniersianding of chamcter
andd EI:IC'III'I!I Baaand Eanplamdribs
Begihul, Malimis braader oemvme includes
emays and oriticnl writings that engage
winh Maripust Berany tracitions, Whike
her shor story collectian Brought her
national pecognigion. her essays reveal
hew imrilernul engagement with queistioes
ol langneipe. identitg and pedapogy.

In anahysing Mallni's work, coe mus)
almo comeicer T pobe as a aulsural ridge
Heer weri ingts nol cely preserve M amipan
traditicns bt akso Eyrmhm-:lnimmfﬂc
T wicher suadBienois, Ty writing in Manipern
arxl foregrownding htﬁxperlrnm
she ﬂﬂlh: Impu;um: of regional
virices inLhe naliensi Me landsm
Al ithe samme time 11=r'|h=;m':r'rm: rn:ﬁ
Benory, modermEny - nestnale universaly,
abirraimg readers from outslde Mangpur
1o nees Wi hir raaraives. This dual

i af what makes her work
Eg.;lll'h;ﬁ:m: pooied in lncal cullure
F ‘I ey o Faamsan conosrms.

he Sahityn Akademi Award for the
crlleetion 15 thins nOT jUsE reognickonaf
Halini's Heerary talent bur alse an
sk iodprent | ﬂH._iIu'Eﬂ_l Illl:i'::;ltni:m‘s
growing promineso: n ndians
sphere, Herwork exemplifies how regicral
lieratury can enrich national discours:
by affzring fresh 5 mooded in
lcal realiises, In & lverary landscape
efben daminaied by i volces,
Batmi’s sinries remind ns of the richoess
and diversiny of Indiss egional Aremanses

Todelve deeperinko her stories, = us
consider a few o detail One story In
Kanglamidriba BEeplul revelves asound

ii F:lfuly' and n-uﬂ::r:nrnw The

narrative capauses the subck: prossures
earried o her—peessunss g conborm,
tomarry, Boupholld brmdion —yet & also
reveals ber mner screngih and her quies
defparsor Maleds porteeal of Bes koo
i mumrced: she i nejiber a rebe nor a
caonfamist b samecne negolating her
ety st A coeripeey socinl Iramewni
Thesory resorate with risxders besaise
icreflects a universal sragsle. the ension
berwaenn Endividalig and confommity.
Anotber oy Iocuses On 4 molkers
relntionship with bher children
dﬁ:ﬂh&hmﬁ-ﬁ;ﬁwﬂ&m

pereratiornl change The mother
emindies adicinral values, while ber
childnen are dresm 1o mod e eyl
& thid stocy deals with the impact of
menckerndsacion on queal life Her duad
role ds o crearive writes and o eritic
emriches ler work, Bliwing hef 1o
apprcach e rause nochas amartest and
o= 1 thisker.



Admin
Typewritten Text
STATESMAN (P-11), 30 MARCH 2026

Admin
Typewritten Text


TIMES OF INDIA (P-6), 30 MARCH 2026

Hard Knocks Of Life Pushing Kids Out Of School

For Many, Survival Comes Before Schooling As Identity Issues, Poverty And Unstable Living Conditions Disrupt Education

g Pivoils &
pidbeen dadragh | rom

New [redhd; For 12yeas-ald
Diw; droppdng oul of sobood
WA Tl a Soddan Step burthe
resali off 0 grodial uneeved

limg His mothar disd whon
S e poung. He lher whis
used 1o be ofen anwell pas.
el sy poah after Fhis step-
mothes then belt him never ro
retucn. “Evervibing inmy li
[ srogped, ™ B says.

[ who mow lbves in Sha
earpur with his sistes afterads
the pooasiomal dthon b fe-
mialem oo of school. Bowewer
aliseation did med Fajl him B
EIve way in-survrval
Mﬁeﬁuh I;ﬂ iz not IIIUHEI.I!E-

sy wanye, the s
oy off sevmd chEldren in Dkl

Al a meent shkehoddar
ol L i A
oz in Edurniion for Out-gl-
School Children in Delhi or.
Eanised wiih CHETA BGDH
anid Delhi edocaibon depari-

s Sasmprn Shiksha
sick cases ook cENDOe @
mth rvesling a differem
pach 1o thi saume castosman: of
chikiren being pushed out of
clnsernonms darly inlife
dumald  dossn ko
anyihlagabes schoaling. Li-
ving undsr the Seral Kale
Klam Myosar, hik days, which

mer of B A 'u'H.ullthr
gl iy b hy i how b0 wrd-
b Then U pandem e seruck
and the lmsons  soopped
ahrupthy Todey, the Barries
bz education b= not intent,

from
eansed by
B singgia fucteee O top of that.
the gender factor oomplics-

N s S LEFT IN THE I.UHCH

What stole Sahiba’s chance? Leas afler los: Dew's |

SAHIRA {11}, R grown up unser schooling slipped xvay |

the Saral Kk KRa# Ayoeer, cratting DEV (1), lost his mother, then

erinkoes B 5edl al 5 Dirphansd i afing father; hls slegmother |

VOUTIL N3 o herin laft soon &Mer, Mow Iing with |

sekol Same diys she sarms Rs 403, | i sister, he attents nccasional |
bdbon but romaing out of schood. |

sy guys Mg, *1 have never evew

ool et
a e

freeer learming.

lis thin ggjuation. Girls often
whay knper inschool, as drops
ping sl eas basd ko sarly
marrizge Hoys{ooepresiurm
1D carn anid are wecked o
Joitm imtheirisens In boihca-
s Siying in achool s asdif:
flzii? s getiing ln.
Aooording so it Panlek-

e direcior of Bubierfiles, an
PG probl e soike enrly in
life. *Many migrant children
lick birth reridflcaies, an im-
pedimment b tkelr gviry nso
e Frmal education sysiem.
Whille anganwndl sesards s
Tl Binirn an Andbsar mava-
reruess s o s SRy,

s Pl Ml
survays halp idane

chdldren @nd eneble thale
enrolment. sometimes by
infiming  docameditation,
tht the implemeniation pe-
misdng usen, Moreseer on
rolmend alone isn't enough.
Withoal sustalmed support.

education was ihe first cassaliy,

Hdadhaar blocked the door: |
Jumald's lost start | Ome meve, one docament:
JURRRID, 5rmseiar-oid Faes How Neha drepped out
under Eha Saral Kale Khan [ WEHA (13, shudled 11 Clazz X In
Erusoies | e
once a to behi, m
Hmwmﬂ-r.%:nﬁrrru | WHAT EXFERTS SAY ABOUT CHALLENGEST m:uimwm
tuded Today, hadtanr again. Mow in
biocks s admission. “One e | Olackof Asdhaar €} G risk narky © figid school i, e ST e i
Tangitt .. Ghew e was goss, ™ bocks admission  mamiage ey drop ot Bimisgs don't sul “lath Wi oy faboerite seblact.,
e sy, bis briel encounter with i Chilidren join € Bays are pushed 1n wurking childnen barf aifter coming bers, | had i
Hv:llhﬂﬂwhm labe, cantkrepup  werkor distracied By £ Weak systems o brack wop, "she 5275
S icadenicaly phones Rl prgvind glio ey |
:IE“EHM ;blﬂﬂm
SCHOOL ACCESS A survey can verlfy theér | Fieisle scheoliog models 1 Bridge learning pr—
addeess and identity, which can J- Evaning classes, mokile .-J:' prograsmes. Loesi) Em
- help in the Aadher making process | | schools, or pardsBme aplions elassad i help nldar oe Niss- [
0 tadhear ned masdatory: @ Por velnerable chldreec CCls | | 107 working children penaralion karmers cabch up Use MGOSs and
Schoals can't deny admission . can use DCPO-cariifled docmmsts angamwad m
A0 S0 acts as & ey D dor Instead of paremtsAddress prood fj Larty wanleg sysless. .ﬂ Fleribls sdmbuiss qubde Tamilies
schemes and basafits G Hew S0PS can maie { & Track absesteeism ¢ patiengs Allow provisional
[ TR TR Srp—— Bacimentyties mors Bexible tar A intaneene guickly o enrcimant withiit documams:  enminent
. Asdiaar (magne botthengck) e kit ;i Prevest dropouts cinfficlete Anhaar |akar procasses

Mirsd-ganerston |eaT s

odlen: drog out of wchoal,”

Ipenrald may Te En Cleas 0
on papssr b sl strogele

Pandcker says. withbasic lleeracy

Insbda chiliicare inssite Thh ks rrsksmsen beh givens sl 10
o, the gaps are mand vi-  clessrooms whesechdie aso
alble Mesbo rom Solonm Ba-  pevsant ot weable i pactici
Alok Trostseys évei aflarod.  poicmeandngfally Aiserulases

migglon,  age-spprogeiobe
plocemont & & challangs. &

ol ko with masy S
{mg trvamas: that the sysiem is

ol egaipped ioaddrms,

“The challenge |5 not pesi
gesting shiem Inso gchoaol, bt
muking learning Somaisbe
and ralevant,” Moeln anps.

*The collebormites eon-
suPtstion will faciliate the
Aurvey of oud-afschood ehild.
i wnd may sapport the o
tonllshmang of sgecial trai-
nlig cnkres in child care
stlfudbons. It will &l sfreng
then ooordlmating bstamsen
Ramagra Ghiksha, the de
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child developmend smd BG0s
within wvery district. Addi

ha highlights & QR ods-ba.
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p,.'l'rl}l'll child s idsntiGel
alirts po to nearky schools
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rem are placed 1o special brad-
olng. centres  for  thoda
mmaithe B WG Yenra beforo
maalrsireaning them.

Amid these efforis, cbe
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o UEDAL savs Aadhoor b
nod  legally  mandasory
“Bebebs camnok desy adm-
Isslomn for lack of Aadbaor

tlanally, this la The law calls
ppecied S0 & for  bncluskon
pecice Aadisr TIMES bge;m! first. Bocamen.
oard sccess e can &l
iipderpravile ‘ = Inw "|'i.l, & ik
gl eviliven,” - 1:, of birth certifl-
] Sanjay mh T cote mn creats
Fupta. DMrecion; :,,‘n prohlesmns.”
CHETHA | I Wamet and
For childres child develop
living on  the mEf pRrRAry
AlEORlE OF ANEE — sn H u l's Rashmi  Eingh
= o infornal gy Delhi was

e, {he barriers are imme
diate Foojs from CHETHA
save many travel K o5 k-
msires dafly selling swmoad]
|eTes JusE {0 endiEre A square
meal. “They want toshedy hui
thaly ke don't allow Fxed
schodubes, ™ ahosssa

Without thisstabdlsty, for
Tl sCivid] ng ramaing cut of
e with ihe=ir realloles. Ex:
pirin peeposs Naxible Jear-
ning models poaceommadale
irregalaraldondsncs,

There ore attampts 1o
bridpe thess gapa Chils
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phild skipping school irigpe
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child misees achood isa boss ~
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Learning froma19th
century teacher

N HIS autobiography, Charles Darwin described his ac-

quaintance with his teacher, John Stevens Henslow, as the

“mostimportant circumstance” in his career. Ageologistand

priest, Henslow began offering botany courses to Cambridge
undergraduates in 1827, His methods were unconventional. Hen-
slow nudged his students to observe how different species
adapted to their environment. A leaf’s venation, the symmetry
of a flower, the arrangement of stamens — these were clues to
deeper relationships among the features of a plant. Drawing
pushed the student to pay close attention to them and Henslow
would use hisown illustrations in his lectures. The study material
that once inspired the sage of evolution isbackaat hisalma mater.
Botany studentsat Cambridge University willnow learn fromthe
ink drawings and water illustrations of Darwin's mentor.

Henslow’s drawings lack the aesthetic ambition of an artist's
creation. Theya:esm:se—eachlineisanacmfmremﬂun.
ForHenslow, this transformed passive observation intoactive in-
quiry. Darwin’s own drawings reveal a mind working through
mﬂmnm.mefaxnnmhmmhhlgdiagramthatmﬂcipams
evolutionary theoryis perhapsthe moststrikingexample ofhow
visualisation can precedgconceptual insight.

Today, asstudents increasingly relyon digital tools, some ex-
perts fear that observational skills may atrophy. At a time when
Al is poised to reshape science pedagogy, Cambridge University’s
decision to returnto the teachingtools ofa 19th-centuryteacher
is significant. It's an invitation to students to engage patiently
with the living forms they study, to forge a sense of connection
with the natural world that automated processes cannot,
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Lot us be clear about what many
technaology leaders and futurists
are suggesting when they argue
about the relevance of university
degrees in the era of advanced
artificial intelligence™ — their
argumént isn't about the advance-
ments of just Al rechnologies and
thedr exponential progress — it's
that Al will reach a paint where it
will make unlversities iméevant
and potentally replace them with
knowledge-driven and conkent
delivery Al systems.

They envision a world where a
student never needs 1o attend a
campus (o eam a professional
degree. Knowledge will be free
and credentials will follow skilks
and ultimarehy, kading to employ-
ability. If the outcome of the
university system is entirely
focused on developing skills for
employment, and If success is
measwered solely by campus place-
ment metrics, then one could
cerainly argue that advanced
Al-based knowledge and
personalised content systems
could outperform traditional
university sysems.

However, if we consider that
the universiny education system
extends far beyond employabill-
tv, the debate takes a different
direction, Indeed, the advance-
mentof Al has sparked an impor-
tant discussion between these
twio cOntrasting perspecies.

“Even a crore kinds of knowl-

are ultimately for earning a
livelihood" and *Education is not
merely vocational but liberating,
hodistic, and transformative.”

How our universities quietly
the smaller
version of themselves

in eurrent times, [t can be
obsensed that many higher edu-
catbon institutions, somewhere
along the way, compromised and
prioritised employment over
ather essential attributes of true
education. They packaged knowi-
edge into degrees, degrees into
galaries, and salaries info mea:
sures of student success and insg-
tutbanal rankings. in chasing these
success metrles, institutions
drifted from the deeper, Com-
p-r-ﬂ:!nsn-epumm&ufudwaﬂnﬂ
to mere vocatonal and skill-
based training This is precisely
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Al will not replace universities: It will invite them to
reflect and rediscover their true purpose

what many technology leaders
and fuiurists are now highighting,
warning universities that, if they
define success solely through
placement statistics, they may
niot survive the &l wave.

AL the same bime, we shoukd
consider that their words are
prompring higher education insti-
tutions to reflect, identify what
they have forgoten, and rediscoy-
er their desper purpose-one thal
“envisions nurturing leamers who
go beyond academic excellence,
demonstrating creativity, emo-
rional intelligence, ethical ground-
ing, empathy, and social respon:
cibility, while mastering 21sl-
century skills such as critical
thinking, problem-solving. col-
laboration, communication, and
digital literacy.” This reflection is
essential for instnutions to stay
relevant and, at the same time,
pnhance thelr evaluation mecha-
nisms by integrating all these
value components Infg assess-
ments and measurement criteria.

The hard truth is that universi-
ties became wvulnerable mot
because Al became too powerful,
but because they quietly
accepted a smaller version of
themselves and failed to
prioritise all the existing value
propositensqualitatively.

Perspectives of Indlan
education system

From the Indlan perspective,
education was never really
about what you could do-it was
about wha you became. Swami
Vivekananda did not describe
education as a transfer of informa-
tion; he referred to it as “tha
manifestation of the perfection
already In man.”

That is a fundamentally differ-
ent starting point, You are not
filling an empty vessel; you are
drawing something out
Rabindranath Tagore wanted stu-
dents to leamn under open skies,
in conversation with the world

around them, not chained o
syliahl. Mahaoma Gandhi insksted
that true education must invalve
the hands, the community, and
the maral sell, These were not
Idealistic or impractical ideasthey
were radical

And they remain radical today
because most insttutions still
haie mot caught up with them,

'@b@'_..n

NARTIFICIAL
INTELLIGENCE

What NEP 2020
recognised — and what

Al cannot replace

Indlia’s National Education Policy
2020, In many ways, recognises
these challenges, It BACOUFAgEs
instimutions oo g0 beyond skill
development and employment,
emphasising critical thinking,
creativity, ethical grounding.
and the ability to engage in
lifelong leamning.

It is also Important o note
that students often Ty to emulate
faculty in exhibitng values, ethics,
and empathy. Current Al systems
cannot provide such mentorship,
informal learning. and emotion-
al gubdance. That is a gap only
human education can L.

Al 5 not the adversary of the
university, It is, In a sirange way,
i£s miost honest critic.

it has stripped away the pre-
tence of what a mediocre educa-
tian can offer and left behind a
real question: If not content
delivery, then whar? The answer-
mentorship, Ingulry, ethlcs,
commaunity, character-is the most
compelling case for universities
that has ever exisred.

But making that case requires
universities (o live It, nob just
describe it in mission statements.

The measurement
problem — what Is not

measured|s not there
Unfortunately, holistic education
has been discussed since the
initial policy lald out by Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan, and the same
emphasis is reflected again in
MEF 2020, It |5 now 2026,

The wision is already sbaoyears old,
yet we are still waiting for
implermentation with full spirit
and rigour. It i5 also imporiant
1o understand that, in the nstite-
tian's consciousness, “what is
measuned I3 what is exiss".

It dosesn't mean students are not
developing creativity, ethical judge-
ment, and empathy. These things
are happening despite the system,
nol because of it If we do not
project enough emphasis on these
parameters and do not asskgn
value to these characteristics and
ignore to need to bring meaning-
ful measurements o these para-
mieters, these components bacome
irrelevant to the student and even-
tualhy eliminated. We all uncer-
stand, there Is no perfect mecha-
nism 10 assess these parameoers
bast ar the same fime. we do not
need a perfect measurement
system before we star measuring.

Ewen the simplest measure-
ment model, If consistently
applied, ks definitely more power-
ful than no measurement model
It will certainly create a baseline,
defines accountability, and Rerther
creates an opportunity and the
passibiliny of Improvement.

The moment demands

action — not discusslon
At this juncture, higher education
institutions peed to evolve by
deveboping practical implementa-
tion guldelines for applying the
policy; otherwise, we risk missing
the boat and making our higher
education system irrelevant.
Change In nstituitbons ts always
hard. There are sErucrures oo
protect, traditlons to honor, and
interests o navigate. Bul the
proverb holds: every step feels dif-
ficult untll you ake thi Arst one.
The unlversitles that survive this
moment-and thrive In (-l be
the ones that stop defending
what they were and start rebulld-
ing around what education was
always meant to be. The question
was never "Dowe need universi-
tiesT" — It was abways “What kind
of universities do we deserve?™ |

Miftor i a Dieciee Hindisten Collage of
Scienoa and Technolgy, Farah-Mathara
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MOVE TO MINIMISE HUMAN ERROR

TELEGRAPH (P-8), 31 MARCH 2026

On-screen marking begins
for CBSE Class Xll exams

JHINUK MAZUMDAR

Calcutta: The on-screen
marking of CBSE Class X11
answer scripts, introdoced
by the board this year, has
started across schools.

The evalnation of answer
scripts is being conducted
mostly in computer labs,
and every teacher has been
assigned a desktop, a school
principal said.

The introduction of on-
screen marking for the eval-
uation of Class XII answer
scripts beginning with the
2026 examinations is to
“enhance efficiency and
transparency”, the board
had said earlier.

“Examiners have been
provided login IDs and pass-
words, and the evaluation
is being done in computer
labs because each exam-
iner needs a machine, The
examiners assign marks
from the drop-down for
each question. It is a smart

system that could minimise
human error,” said Loveleen
Saigal, the Birla High School
principal.

The calculation and

totalling are being done au-
tomatically by the software,
so there is unlikely to be cal-
culation errors, said Meena
Kak, director of Lakshmipat
Singhania Academy,

“We had on-screen mark-
ing during the pandemic
also, but the system has
improved a lot from there,”
said Kak.

The system doesn’t allow
a teacher to over-mark an
answer, she said.

“Suppose a question is of
5 marks. The maximum that

- ateacher can give is 5 and

not more because the system
won't allow that,” said Kak.

Mock trials were held across
schools before the final eval-

uation began.

In a circular in February,
the CBSE said that on-screen
marking would eliminate to-
talling errors, reduce man-
ual intervention and enable
faster evalnation with wider
teacher participation.

“The on-screen marking
1s going on smoothly, with-
out glitches. About 100 of
our teachers will be engaged
in Class XTI correction,”
said Jaidev Ghosh, the prin-
cipal of South Point High
School.

In the phvsical marking
scheme, blank pages had to
be crossed out, and it had to
be manually checked wheth-
er all questions had been
marked, Ghosh said.

“In this new way, human
errors will be minimised
and will save time. Even if
a student answers the same
question twice, only the best
answer will be considered,”

said Ghosh,

The evaluation of Clags X
answer scripts will continge
in physical mode this vear,

The CBSE has 45

lakh students in Classes X
and XI1.
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