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Romita Thapar akvays relied on rigorous analysis and credible sources w write about the past and explain its ties with the presens, in hier new book,
she has a comversation with Namit Arora on why history is misunderstond and the perils of learning about the pese From Whatsapp forwards
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shapid up in Indiin seeiery and policy
arver the |t few years, shipens up o
Arora, siaging, <1 wsed oo be clidmied chat
Inadiam culrore was diffierent from ot
woeld culniees because (e paople of
[ridia were pomcernied wath valuss such =
nepwinience and (erance, and thi
ethics of a sieuation, [& wid aloas
auiomasc fo e 1he words of Gaussam
Ruldfha and Ashok Maanga in this
contexl Vet pocay, few associabe drese
values with Inclis,., i yoo have a sooeiy it

whach ethical walues are to longer even
discussed, bet alone practised, then you're
in for'a society that... will he nubed by
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WhatzApp history
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ol in the formm of a bdsiory dvided ioio
pericxls af two religlous comomunities,
which Japses Mill relered 10 a5 Hindiz and
Wualen

"Heanributed 1o hese bighly diverse
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5 EDUCATION TRENDS T LOOK
FORWARD TO IN 2026

From Al literacy to micro-credentials, education is entering a new

AMITHDITA MCHARTA

& kralla deps tnio 3026, the
educabon esctor ks ol et

e ardergo & minumenial

'Pdi{" |.l.|.|.'h.n.|.||d

|I1]'¢'I'P|-rﬂ,i=l] l.I]I.?I.i'.I:III el :.rl.duu.rr

pressure ars reshapring the sdacéon

engydem. Artificnl imeli s 1AL i
mewing fram the margioe i the main-

wereamn Dhegrees are ghving wary to sidlls,
portfaliog and stackasle credenthls

i esgheyshifiny becomes e central
et ol goalicg: Glebal collaborations
wnidl the estvy of logein Eﬂ.ﬁﬂ“

it opsming wp EEmat AN
within India Millreium Post bl top
P el cscsatie: trerechs ik wrill orostier
the maosl in 2026

MAINSTREAMING DE Al
LITERACY

Cine ol the most dgnifican ireress
i 1027 will bz the meenstrcasting &
AL lieracy pepoas disclplines, Al will o
Tenges pemmais confined o enginsers
in!.-u SR BoRmET profrumimis,
rimsin i o bk b e
ey, wach i i r
algarithin work, how data is wnder-
sloead sed B AL can e used erapon-
by wurih B 3 hasic skl sceen Bedda ol
tasiness, hraltheare, educailon, deslgn,
and logisticss sakd Dr Ashovind Komar
Thaema, Fro- Wice Chanosloe, Medhad
Skalli Undvessiby, AcesedEng te Prod Hral
Bhzahers, Deputy Divecton, ITT Karpar,
the rio of AT drteen persorabzatien will
reshapes the sductan rpdem in A0RE
Far Shantaoy Beal Faundes
el TR TewrnbLeiie Ediech. sdoca-
thoe i 3126 will beoame Al-mative, rol
et Ad-enabled “Inyabations well movwe
beyomd using A1 axa ool on the ide
anad slart embaaldizg R lrn.‘uL.l-l:'ll:l.r
lum design, istesament.l w0

FROM DEGREE-FIRST
TO CAPABILITY-FIRST

PATHWAYS
[y 300, educwtion Wil sec o
sherper shuft feaim Bt o capa-

biliny-ferst putisays, believes Bosi
acpondan 10 bam, emplapsm ane

=

8 cougamiony

EDOCATHIN AHE RESEARCH
WILL INCREASIHGLY
FOCUS OM TRAHSLATIONAL
DUTCOMES, CONVERT NG
ACADEHIL EHOWLEDGE INTD
REAL-WORLD PRODUCTS,
SYSTEMS, AND SOLETICHS.
SYSTEM-LEVEL THIRKING
AHE FRODUCT-ORIENTED
EDUCATION WILL BECOME
CEMTHAL TO CURRICULA

phase. 2026 will prioritise skills, flexibility and employability

= |

Other Big Chanyges Coming to Education in 20

4 Enlrepreredraba, innowation, and patent-driven redearch

will conilinue o aotelerale

& Rebationship beteeen induslny snd scadamiz witl change to-
wards shared swnership inslead al secasioral imohbamenl

&

siralegy

o

Growh, of dust and rvulipe degree programimies
Enuty and amployabelity will e 1o the cenire of educalion

Emplmhi:ﬂy."ﬁil.l. e the cone melric of Gusbby
Rise ol smart classroons and blanded learning ecoayslems
Canllinuesd growth af micko credenhats

aiready o praling Usdl ey s mee
szl dernonstrable ihilk, peojeos
e partilios fhan jicl copese ran-
woripls. Appreni wire-liie-
red, depress dnd Indusdey. oo cTeed
p TLTEES '.ﬂt,pl:.l'ﬂ'.lrtgm.lndﬂ;
e roiies ke Wigh-growth i,
hie paid.
D Sharsa alse 5 ol the opin-
i thit 2025 will nprmalie skils
Taned sad n'“:du'i.r leaming #1”;3&.
Feet vkl nol as jid
Esﬁﬁahu b= T e H}l:l-d{-‘d.lﬂ-:‘lr.l
|min weackuabls unils uﬂ‘.-:rlnd.rl:grrr_-:ru
yeokestiale snd shi s ookl
:mh'iud.L Dir ctih faln, Frofewas

¢ fsm

al Firancs ind Chalrpenan- Admis
aieass wn BIMTRCH, Grsdler Mok
lighkpghis that sducstios will sderno

v alpociory] sbifl cetker ihan s
cogneilk onein D1E. “Drtwen by NEF
3, e beezsitics wil rores [ross the
tradd il degrees, o Beshle sarmicels,
ared it any baraing compor
r.f:I.TII:I.E:::?h:lgILﬂHm end mide-
Ly nesds” he sdd

RISE IN INTERMATIOMAL
CQL.LAHEIH.-'-'-.T_IEIH'_-E

el
Badrea, beliewes n 1124, there

o | riee ks deterrasianad cal-
labsaratinse. “As regulaiory frmennska
wiirhe, we will s derper pariners
ships betereen [ndian ingshuticns and
ikl aniverst e, Sanering jolni
peseanch, facully eathompe, and ool

| abea e g emic progeumses e
sabd Frol Maades Juvwal, Director,
T Sarsalpur, belirvet dnivmitic
e formisg wroager tes with leading
inwiutiend warl dwide. effering o
progammes, pescarch collabaragora,
arad uu.ﬂ-ﬂim “Thean parmenhips
gravide sadoals with crogs-cultur:
Sprning, GOPOHIIIE B0 mimALans
mmmﬂdmmﬂmu wilge
knalodges b naal

EMTRY OF FOREIGN
UNIWERSITIES INTD IMNDIA
WILL BEGIM

Fool Eamakati ir alve of the npirina
thal ol fersign enienilict s
mmm to ik shape in 2004
“With mabling pabcier now m pheee,
plebed inutiratioes are sezecied b evial-
lish a presenioe In the combry, ersich-
frg the acsdemic ird affering
undents greater cheloe withean necdiag
Vo g abroadl T mid

DBITAL BADGES AND
COMPETENCY-BASED
RECOGMITION

1l beddges ane beooming dh
mﬁndr prapela ey 1 shaw'-
cxir abils ardd leasming achicsomanis
e dmmﬁt:ﬂl
abi the chan<ds 08 =
ol ompetcircies bepond ediiend
egrecs. highlights Firaf Jabwesd. "Esericd
theosgh oo, wibEhops, o gonler-
o, hese badges can be dkaksd on
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KM Birla's admizsion on ‘Kaun Bamegs
Croveparl’ which is anchared Iy iconic
celedbrity, Amitabh Bachchan, stirred appre-
ciation across the globe. The Bifa scian, whs
rnanages the Adiya Rirks Groug, revesied hing
nis fasher and grandlalver insisted that he had
oo become 3 charmerad acosuntant (58] ba foin
cha family Business. This was when XM
waned 1o grirsoe MBA. He did bath, frst Ok,
and then MBS Altheugh this snecdobe was
interpreted B family's values related to
educatban, the real enplicatian es betwesn
the lines. The incident sk love the imdian
business famies, especally the Marwaris,

precedent toa mastery i rumbers,
g..:rﬂ, ard fimanciaks, rather than sirabegy,
management, and tactics.

Generally, a Choorenbed apprasch meant
thar the balance sheet, topSne, ad Bofcem
line are giwen credence., The MBA-based ane
Faruses meare on fubure vissan, mission, and
EeChii]ues o0 grow BN campany. in ghe first,
profits, ¢ash fows, and costd are oaclal, In
the secood, global best practices, expansion,
drersification, and inmegration are cirical, The
foermer looks & the present, the BAETEr ar e
fumere. Alchough KM has grown his amplre
several times since his Acher's densie, and
he s the only Bifa Gecrion, whiode business
ichisat |5 on the &scendant, cther busingss Q-
ilied have vanished, ecpeciay since e eco
nomic feforms in the fids One of the
reasons is this dﬂmmy- narraw focus or

inashiliny 10 change,

Ih’:]n. of ur?; masc-commsan enets of fEmiy
businiess is the three-peneragion node, The firs
SEM[‘“’-‘D“‘ waarks nard 1o bulld & hlﬂ-_ﬂ‘la“-
The sec ond maingaing it, o aven grows it Tha
third squanders the wealth, and destroys of
ditures Elhe 'mph-é in samse, this I:hI'EE'![E[l
play happens willsin baeo generaisond. In
pahers, i may ke @ few gemerations.
Hiawever, £M has achieved the opposie. In
e faurTh-EEnErasion avarar, If one rakes the
jegendary GD Birla as the real papdarch, K4
the empire has achigued the status ol an
jreclian MKC, with oolpring acrass the plobe.
The second distinction between tamily busi-
nesies, and [!-g.jﬂﬂmul.l_',-nwnud angs lsthe
jormes's focis o 4C5, contimuity, communlk-
ty, connections, and rammantd.

Wl ane eeamines the nuances ol the L0,
[oyabry and rrust s imperstive, Thin I wihad
breiks down in thee case of Tala Graup, when
the dergctars of Tl TIUsEs, which Gun D
thirgis of Tata Sons, ihe holding roaipeny. iis-
triested mach oiter, apd showed il pulticly.
Although the events are well-known, whal
was buried mnder the debris throain by thi
by fuissding factioes against e3eh oilws
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Kaun banega crorepati, CA or MBA?

Is the balance sheet move crucial than strategy and vision?

e % '
g' & | 2

5 the boandeom Hunder. In oo
:I:l;lil.lisulan Tamxs u-errﬁs:.r_:rr}mn‘nm
10k the dedslon fo ghe lifetime diracior.
ships, Dnaring Lhe hartle Eerseen Mael Tata's
[Eacdion | Mo = Raran's suoessory and e cne
feud Ly Mehli Misary (whi was finalhy cusbed]
!heum:srnrg-:-lahautanlrnpurlammmpe
m|’rr|Lf:||T:I:$z:.,Mahamnw':laws lor crusts
were chanped, anil perperus dizacinrships
wwiari allcrsed by Tor a quamer of the saec
fors, This lmplied ane lifecime
directarship o ovesy foaur dinec
10¢s. 5o, when one ol k= Tl
numappulmudam-:-r:d:mt;

EET TS
:r":uljlll '-lll:;fghau anly seven directars, and
wook Tata afready kil this distimciian
Reasising 1he Wlussler, the wuss imenediate-
Hr_hqmtdlhl.ll|'IIuII'|'i.I||||‘|"f'|'I.'|JI‘!l fiunl the
Luw « agni T st ehe lewErage b rejecl
1|||.p-c1-|u_-|||.|lh'.lllll:-:=| el pEeny, and hio

him oub. 50 SNpETS podng IS Ik cninci-
denoce of the timing of the b, which canse
mmsck in the maddle &f the boardroom
tussle within the Tam Group.

frcording m a Sapreme Court Iu'nw._nhh
was quoted im & medla agticle. “This
Mzharashira Ordinance| impesis Tata Trusis'
toreng resclutions atming far all Dusiees 0o
naae [etime pevwines, forcing & lundamental
raeearmingtion al hﬂTr-.‘.l cﬂn:p;;:lun:. ;I:.:.J

rrure pralis in coenipd| o il [
i i ?I]e Giowarmment ely mbénded 10

- tuilall poncenlFaed BUvernasice,
?ﬂ] %Elﬂﬁtl'f pramete periodic. reneval and

§ 1888

reeenpl iernal dispules over
Eur_.:esflun anil congnod B bigh
wuniep.ujr'lmm.'Hnmluuuru:um.thrs
mizg derall Roel lawas wiglom be appaint
s ell, his chilinen, an beyalods a5 perm.s
aEnl trusiees, did cunginue o r:i:.:l-:l:u.-
ol awer Taga Sons and Tdra Giamp
A Thirs {1 |, witvich s Mol i

passibhy exnciwds Hehll, will probebly curtail
Bk ambitions, and succession plEnning.

Laws gererally have uinindended conge-
quances Ancchar episade which maflacs
hés paradoe refaces oo rhe soecaled g
warkers. The Gowernment anneanoed fioear
new' labour todes, and one of them gave
wovial securily, saleny. and enhanced sesms
1 thie gig woreerd wishch meludas e delp-

botys who work for Swiggy, Tomato,
Hinki and sther pladiorms and apps. Yer, thi
workioroe was urempressed, and went oo
ke an Dedember 25, and December 3L I
dermandid 0Mcial infereniic o seooe cheir
infoimes, and safery. The 13-Manuce or I0-
minube deivery deadlines, which prermoged
tofument to do online and app-based
Ehogpin g Bampers (e delivery persoes Thisr
salery Is compromizad as they rush o be on
e, Thelr incomes are papardised as the
blame for the delays Sals on hem even i
jommone el s responsibe for e mess,
a5 thie world Becames faster, and §psad
becomas the yandeick foe uﬁ'iugnq- and prc-
duciiviay, racher chan quality and safery,
new challenges crop op. This is evidens i
ciled aress fuch as realaime supplies of
inpurs, and Anished pegducts, Any delays due
oo eatreme fackars like pandemic, or share-
LT omes HRE DNt siues creage et e
skt hat disropt production and, hence, #fi-
ciency, afed preducthdng, Tighs logisics |5 great
10 SN COSCE, HUL BvEn 3 mighar crisic COGES [ha
company much More as i loses TEpULATIC
arad credibility, apast from revenues and
prafits. This was evidest whiass the Chisa
bsfkied iUy chains were deckmated during
the pardamic for several manits, and created
chags thacaogioul the warid.

FArms, Inchiding MMNCs apied for Coina+
sbrategy =0 thar there was Shways 3 secand
suppiier o make up for the possiblo dismip-
ettt This Emeares anddlier chafenge. Shauld
this satond Supplier be & large 45 che main
e T 11 yus, che bayer Tigd 1o S0 U O -
alkel facories, anly ane of which would ke the
main sopplier. 1ot e thers was ng paint
i he secomad supplier, wha could Pesvser make
ufp fod W b ol sigapities fraim ehe mdn one
I Ak dhere swas the egae facrar, I.t..
imsiing i Mo placds, and Byyang Ironkane
Al 3 e 1l'm_l.'-.1| @ Ciactal degisen for chs
frms i Ehe U5 Jnd Eusgge, whepe the cascs
ol =INg o aRernative lactaries |s massive.
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~ Newsports order

Bindra panel report offers a chance to clean up

#HE Abhinav Bindra-led task force’s recom-
‘mendations for a comprehensive reset of the
Indian sports setup now face the ultimate test
—what happens next? The Union Sports Min-
ister's assurance that the report would be ful-
ly mp]ﬂnmted sounds promising, but puttmg in place
“an entirely new system of sports governance 1s a mam-
'moth and complicated task. Set up by the sports ministry,
the panel has pointed out systemic deficits. Olympic
champion Bindra’s preface sets the tone for a transforma-
tive blueprint. The report, he says, is both diagnostic and
prescriptive, identifying the structural, functional and
systemic gaps that currently constrain sports administra-
tion. As India nurtures the dream of hosting the
Olympics, a broad framework has been provided to
address the prerequisite of setting the house in order

The report points to the lack of a professional cadre of
sports administrators, and outdated training opportuni-
ties for them. Most athletes are ill-equipped to transition
into administrative roles, It has called for the setting up
of an autonomous statutory body to train a specialised
cadre. JAS and state cadre officers, it says, must be
trained in structured sports governance modules given
their central role in implementation. Considering the
bureaucratic hold in the well-entrenched lobbies run-
ning sports federations, the proposal to institutionalise
their role and make them accountable offers a fresh per-
spective, It's worth serious consideration.

The report is candid about what ails the backbone of
Indian sports: the Sports Authority of India, National
Sports Federations and state departments. Systemic
and capacity challenges have been highlighted, The
onus is now on the Centre. Having stakeholders on
board, laying out more precise reorganisation strate-
gies, and a phased implementation of the recommenda-
tions appear to be the pragmatic way forward. A much-
required cleanup is hopefully on the cards, though to
what extent is an open-ended question. <.\ (,
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APROMISE UNDELIVERED

Workerswithoutwork: Why
skills mattermore than ever

Gaps in skil development
and a slow shift to
productive jobs place
India’s demographic
advantage under strain

CHITRA SARURARLA

lrldlu staneds a3 decisive mamen
10 115 ecomodmic journey. Wich ane
B of thye largess working-age papula
MH'II;EEQE world, the counrry w8 aften
escribed s enjoying a demographic
dividend, Demograplses: alane do o)
Create procpenty Jobs do, andskillsul-
nmuet):rmnimmwmﬂ A recent
e i, s et Progpecrs
&:ﬁmmmmmmmm
ril lﬂhp-pliudF:mnmlcﬁﬁum.high-
lights theat India’s bour-market chal-
lenge eanot ina shormge of peaple, b
im the sl mosement ofwarkers fram
low-productivity activities into skilled,
higher-vakie employment.

(reer the past decade, pressere on
India’s labour market has steadily
imtensified. Between DT ol 2024,
close to 80 million people were added
o the working-age Tﬁﬂ?}lﬁuﬂﬂ" ""'IE_:I:
employment mereas Iy a
60 million. This gap of roughly fee mil-
licin jobs ach year highlights a growing
imbakance berween Ibour supply and
demanid. Labour foree participation re-
mains aroumd half of the working-age

Fmﬂﬂm VTHTIET me:ﬂmns
bﬂ-f;;.m fo 2 strucnarnl weakness o
[nclia’s growth story, WhETI_:"I:Im Ly
pansion hasnoe rranslated intoemough

weive

Whar makes the situation more
ermcerning is the nanare of jobs being
created. A substantal share of recent
emiployment growtl has come fram
Iy In agri-

ment reflects ecoqomic COMmp
These sctivities are fypically charac:
terised by low capital intensity, Emited
rechnalagy adoption, and weak pro-
durtiviry. They provide subsistence but
ofFer ||I1'l'i'|.“'| = b far inkame Wh
o skill accumukation. As o peslr, the
i how-akilled to skalled
mwﬂmt Iuacs ['fITIHjI:HIl' Eh'l'f-_l:l_-'m'
Emgm wges ancd VLY

This strucmaral pamern has serious
implicarions far India’s economic fu-
e, Productivity growth is the foun-
dation of Hﬁnﬂh Inmlm. rising
FeneTes, A ul comgpetitveness,
'msu-uahlz sertors such as advanoed
mamdactunng, logissice, bealihere,
pemewable energy, and modern servic-
o= depend on workers with techiical
competence, adaptability, and prob-
em-sabyving abdliny, 'When enployment
remainseonoerabed inkow-shall ed ac-

trvities, productivity growth weakens,
ard irms siruggle mmove up the value
chain, Tredin's ambition 1o susesin bigh
growdh amd generate guali anﬁ
mE canmat be realiged without a
cisive improreermsent in workdorce shills,
M ocentral copatraint lbs in the per-
siscent mismarch beraseen educanan,
gkills, amdfabour marker demand. COnby
a srnall proporton of the workdforoe has
recefved lornsl voratianal training, and
where rrairing ecisis, guality and rele-
wance wary widely, Carmicufa often lag
indusry requirements, employer en-
AREETENL N raining remains Emited,
and cormfication does nol consstenthy
signal job resdiness. This dscannect

creates & parpdoss frms report shor
agpes of shalled warkers while many ed-
ucased young people Sruggle o secure
giltahle employment

Digital capability hag emerged as
annther defining fauh Ene, Emerpris

ex that adope digital loals terwd 10 scale
facter, access broader markets, amd
employ more workers, At the same
tipne, digitad lieracy remaing uneven,
particulnrlyamong workersin rural and
semm-urtan areas, Without facused digi-
tal skillingg effnrts, iechnological change:
risks reinforong cXOSTNE mequalities
i I“Fl'ﬂn:;mﬂ rathes than
hroadening apprt

Moo, small, and medinm Sfiber-
prisessitat the heartaf Tndia’s eimploy
premt chillenge. MSMES accaunt for
guibrtantial share o jobs and serve as
the primary emiry point for new libour
markst parmicipants. However, most
microenterprises remain comfined to
subsistenceaperations, employing only
the awner, Constrains such as limited
aceess oo farmal eredit, ko technology
adoption, and regulanery :IH‘!I]:I|L':|_1I:|I
discourage expanson asd g, Eve
dence from policy assessenes shiws
that even modest EnprremensE o
aceessim finance or diginl gk signif
camtly inerease the lileliboodthat these
._anmum-.-luhlrua.ﬂdlmmlhlrh'r:-
Smﬂp]n'ﬂilmﬂt‘iHlbm_lh_ﬂmﬁlrr.L*
sengial pal r_.nl-;r-lzrij;c-nzum hut alse

i cihl] {ETHTHLE LS
I'r.ﬂ_'[!EfF“ wﬁ;rr:f ¢lomer collabhoratan

between skill mstitutions and enfer
prizes becomes critical. Lange firms
miay invest ininemal training sysems,
ke MAMES depend an external sco-
gysrems, Apprenticeships, an-the-job
rraining, and industry-linked curmicula
can bridge the gap bevween education
udﬂnpl:qlmequEmIPE mipdelsthat
combise clateroom instruction
warkplace exposiene dediver better eng-
ploymsent outcomes than standadone
approaches,

Bridging the gap
What is required now (s @ shift from
fragmented merntonstoacoherent
workforee smategy. Skall development
maiss e anchinred inlabour-market de-
muanid rather than in traiming targes.
Stromgererngloper paniciparion imcur-
riculam design, asseasment. and oormi-
ficathom can emsure that skills acquired
trarslzteintoemployabilite At thesame
e, semootber patlways between aca-
demicand vocarional education arees-
sential o reduce stgma and merease
participation inskifls-based learming,
Unsserzal aceess io basic digrtal
skills, combined with targeted train-
1§rlg in techmology-enabbed and plat-

warmeen and rursl voutl, digital acoess
cam hower entry harriers by i
ﬂ-ﬁgqlitaﬁdhzh:rrm twork.
i critical is = MSMES
tor ahscrhs akallied h‘hmrfwnﬂﬂrrwhm i
growihatscalewill remain constraimed
uniess these firms are suppored 1o
mor beyond subsistence operations,
Essler acoes to formal eredit, simph-
fied compliance requiremsents, and
mcentives Hiked 1o hiring and skill
up;gr_ulmg cafl encourage mall en-
Whies coba witn o :
10 combin apprenticeships
andon-the-job training, such s
can sirengthen the link beoween skills,
ivity, and wages,
Finally, workforce policy must bal
ance national coherence with flexdbility,
Labour markets vary widely across In-
ibia, i skill strategies must align with
Incal econamic strschres while main-
taining natinnal standards for qualiny
and cerification. Coosdipation berween
santed, imdusery bodics, and rrining in-
ENTn D e 18 esmerrid 0o enswure thias shall

IS EN i nmmmrlnm‘ﬁrmpk*
e L AnOmes.

India's demagranhic window tha
s ot oy
NarTi i Hanys =
poanomic and social custs, Pnpula_ﬁ',:-_?l{
advantage abane S025 100 gug o
prasperity Skitlsare the bricl
aspiratiom and opPOTTUNEy, Buildjng
rheat h-|1]|_|,|." deliberately angl 2L 5ehle
will determine u.i'u.ﬂ]'h!fllﬂlaﬂmwl_“
its demupraphic profmise ing durahje
soonomicsoengeh.

[T e it s QUTCEGY, Crerrp af
_t;mrrrw:|rr:..tn'u'unﬂ'-|':'ubﬁrr‘u.:|'l}1 -
Nareonul Law Lnrersiy, fodipyr

'\?IT.‘\I'H.,'IPI_] g
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e el Higgly Conart’s afSewnation 1ha
lawe stuclenis may sit for exmminaiices
without satisFying rigid atiendance
thresholds kas proveked predictable
gy amomg admrinistratos sl weshored to an
older, bareaurratsed concepoion of aducation
Beut e nudicgg. Bar from eroding acidemic
ERripUsERs, mestomes & truth et Indisn
universities have resksed for decades, 2 brutls that
learning carmot be secured through sonveillanoe.
Cizem attendance belomm 10 4 patemaliscc
o that belleved thar srudents mauss be prodided
inra mtellecnal life raiker tean irvited nie i &
umiversity worthy of it nme shoald culte
curiosicy, not comgliaree,

The obsession with & studeml®s presens
155y thils not only 25 2 critic of the mamapgerial
culbare that bas commamed our camplges, bt as
someamne s bas apent men than 40 years o
the dasgroam. in all those years, I mrely tnok
anendance and atmost never previnied & Snacden
from taking ah exsminstion. [ beliewed, and stll
Baeligve, thar ooercion produces neither
sariourene por scholarsdan, I snidents & not
wish bo atverd a class, the proper response is not
pumishment but inospection. A fecher mist
2l the barder gquesdion: what & ©fall i affer
it could have made this hour mdispensable 1o
them? Arendance is not & measiee of |Earming;
bezst it % 3 measune of Obadence

This chsession with pheysical presence,

has been réduad 1o the perfinctory transfer of
“yekraing” motes, the note delivery of
prefbricated knowisdge that stadents could
abealn Esrer and more eficiently through dighsl
mueans. The ruling disrupts this spathy. it forces
insrituriond of w 1o confromt a lang
evaded, thar i ¢lassreom that enforces
smendance is abeady pedagogically hacdouge.
This ruling of the High Court, | bape, will g
long way in chamging the antendance nems
sero4s the cousiry in all uriversites of higher

Panln Freire s this with a clariry thar
remaing elecrrifying. Por him, education was
never the mechanical depasiting of information
Tt & dialogic encoumer,
rormcinusness through
ihe: sharid liboar of Equiry, I his Pedagogy of
i Oppressed, a seminal classic, sudents ane ot
passive vessels faosHving kmowdedge bul beings
wirn ~name e warkl™ and interprer through
tharughi, andd critical imagination,

For insianoe, my eircegest cassrooms have

iy tesien K ledrn ni ﬂfﬂ-"l‘-'l:!.ll-'ﬂ'l kvl ol
aeere, | remember spoaking Witk Sir lsaah

Beriin, i repoened hisgorkan of ideas, ovwer
Bty i Crfiord marsy years ago, and ho
confessed, with characleristic ooy, how
riporously he prepared Ris nofes, mnses,
masginalia, o netiouliudy censaricied el ap
of #eas, jukes, marraise rurns, anid i ical
oresginikns, Hik Josiiics |"'.i-|.|||h|l|.'~l] TR E
aocideni but becaise dhey wWie et dl
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Mandating student presence, erasing learning

8 Ad
)

Fhtliy Walia

by taighe Coudiveal
and Lerary Theosy &
thie Farjab Lishaarny,
Chardigarh

Indian
umiversities

misl comdromnt @
trutls Lhas ey

valle = o
clasaroam
whert
alterslonee &
vidrod 15
st bnprogheally
Tk

erafismanship, Sndencs came nok oul of duty b
anficipation.

1 carried (hal ethic inbo mw own peaching. £
never entered 3 lechme rocem mnprepared, often
working late inio the nighe befome class, and like
Sir Derlin, | believed that the seacker's bour
sk dRsappsear ingo the plersure of learming, &n
effioer madie imdsible but unessakeshle i js
effiecd, 1 was nol aloes in Chinking this weay, Terry
Eaggleion's kecrures overflowed not because be
demanded attendince bt because B jda s were
intensely incendiary, Gemuaine Gree filled hals
trecanse she brought intelleconal rebellion o the
peedram. The historian, Professor Sr
Christopher Bagly, spoke history as i were
Fappendeg in the present tense. Frank Kermadi,
the influestiall Hierry eritic, beenuned sfier dinner
with a glesa of wime In hand, and chis abmosphers
of informal beilliance made Bargnice feal even
mure urges, Mo ol tham neided the threat af
enreaqunces o fill a classroom. They mide
ahsence urihinkable, This s what the Indan
Fiwerary has Frgninen.

Chsssromm expericnies

My strongest chassrooes bave abwiays ban e
‘hom not of abligadgon bt of desie, 11ecall as
aferrencn when 1 took my students to 5 ridge
ove the waliey 0o read ‘Wordeworih's
*Tinmern ” |'warind them o encounber the
poem not x5 a musesm plece but s 3 ling
meedicarion on memery and percepion. The
sradenis dispersed under the pmes and wild
prass wivere, sudchenly, Wordewnrihs idea of
nabre 35 "mars”, "guide” and “goardian of my
heart™ felt nedther archaic noes mandlin b
prowncaively contemporary, 1 askied 4 single
question: What does it mean for nanre
educabe st Whe liowed was pot convenional
interpresacion bt a cofleorive relledbon an how
landscape shapes conscionsness, The poem
seafmsil 1G-open of its own accord, demanding a
peoiest af e, rather than receiving it.

A similar mansformarion ceoarnid when we
carried Thoreas's Walden to the edga of a
vnnded mall, The snidents st oo stones
fallen branches, dhumsbing thnoogh & te,
interpreting indbvidually and not merely l02ing
th e, Thoresu's daim teat st Bywes ane [resd
in “quies desperation” kinded an unegpected
dehabe abour gur own system, its addiction o
Tmelries, s reduction ol intellecrasd ik o
sftendance chariz, It inahility (o recogrise
solinade, rellectiom, oo skneess is ViMUEs,
Reading cusdoars, my classroonm dissolved, and
what emerped Insbend Wi Ingaimy (n its most
madimninny i

The ruling, perhaps nddweriently, moves us
closer to this ideal. bnan era where digal
regnurces, Artificial Intelgence alks, and
ppen-acress archives ploon wet koo ladge o
shadenis’ Fngertips, e Insistenoe on mhysical

fieeets poa anly mllqu-;zdl_l:rulabu

jeally unbissiginache sl
fﬁjﬁ; Dled, Canibi ldge, Barvand, BT
o iy, alm ot e aivendanes i e

mezme ermﬂmuuﬁThE"mumltm
M'III.E:UI:E a shadent’s In (SR E] _I'.'!EJIIII ;
Thelr confidence lies in the qualiry of their

feaching, net in the sureance of their students

The sorry state of the Indian university

e this comtest, the Tndlan unbeegsny has been
reduced 1o & mere shell of it fommer self,
suffeeated by bunsaucratic rigidity and
admindstrathe averreach, The Cemre's inoreasmg
comirod has transformed campuises i
irselectual vassals, wiepe curricula are
sentrdsed, dssen is sienced, and
admisistrative pesitions are flled by those wiha
prioritse kol over schalarly merit. Wichin this
siifling , mandarary amendanoe pobcie:
serve a8 A ol of pedagogical pacilication,
undenmining stodent aubcnoiy and indeffectual

ety

A undversiry than priocitses attendance over
engagernent ultimately hetrays (5 fandamesatal
purpise 10 qurmare cricerl thinkers who can
chalerge and marsiorm sodety. This i whor the
atterclance debate is not sdminismatae bar
philosphical, asfdng whecher we tms: shadents
¢ (hinking belegs, oo whether we nagard thein &
wards of the insgitsdon, Coerdon, indeed, &
abwsye the pefuge of & pedagogy thar has lom
EI:IIIJl.IiI:I:E.

The High Court ruling opens up a
transloeroatiee poasibilny for rechinking the very
fabric of eaching across higher edocation. By
removing the cosscrve element of compulsory
atbepdance, sducalors will be compelled 1o
Immivane gnd reteaging thelr pedagogical

wiere the shiune liss nat In absence bul i being

| disecemicted from & o that bas garmirmed

fcdmiration and enthusizsm froen ather sudens.
T rsoriEnts thi incentive stnacour, shifting the
I of mothation from exmermal compnilsion o
intriesd: curinsicy.

Learning, i this comies, is reconse phualized
s a dymamle and eveiving peoces, marked by is
restless and vil nature. Tt thrives on
coniradiction, dialogie, maginition and
risk-taking. The true aniversicy is bailt on ihds
refusal of skasis, i purpoess ned o dissamingre
informaticn bt to facilitae discovery. The fumsre
o education inges an recagnising and
embrating this fundasmental disdection,

i LIt
!.1ul1hllt‘.|', the Couer ha highlighted the Tuility of
e mplieg i legisbre niefecn il LR T
Troe Rarning cinmet be mndaned I cxn anly be
cultivatesd chrotigh: the creaon al spaces tha
fastes intelRchinl sarksliy and Eresdien, The
universiy’s fueure degwnds o bes abilicy ta

kg this Bmdamenes) dieriing o, L
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VBSA Bill 2025: Transformational Reforms
for Excellence in Higher Education

™

T2 PROFESSOR
HAITNISH
JAT™

&5 Bharar prepanss 1o emerge as
Viksit Bhararlry 2647, higher educa
rigsm must he a major force in
e pariag thi vourh of Bharat o be
che tarch hearers of this develop-
men:l jeurney. Qur coupary hias
afe al the fargest education
GpitEms in e workd, The ‘e
Bharat Shiksha Adhishchan
VBESAIBIN B & trapslormaticnal
refarm to address many of the
aresentchaBenpes Bied in sduca-
manal ecosystem. It provides a
paltecsy for excelfence in Righer
education ro re-=srabfish India &%
s Glehel Kranwied ge Suplr posser
Vithwrd Gurup Io concasns much-
needed regulaany archivecture lor
cperamonalizing the relorms pro-
pted im Macianal Education Pelicy
200 INER 20200

G july 29, HED, the launch of
taricnal Educarion Policy [NEP
ititprepaed & (OMpELE PEVAmD
af i enpire Inchan Fducabonal
stafyltem 10 poavile fdiarisolc
hedeiras, multidisciplinary
firy bagher pdutation ozl
2rf SEEpare walue-STIQng youln Lo

croe dafy i coaen [eel and Can:

e o fial inal desesapenenl

VESA 2025 will creale requsred
enabling systems for smocth
implementation of SEP 2030
and acl as the catalyss in rhis
IranEloaTRative jaurmey.

Ingia has produced many lite
insgingiens, and thair alumni am
wigll-recognised in the couniry’s
top organisations as well as the
gobe community. However, we
alzo have a lang tall of instibativea
fecinE sevenal challenges mmpecting
|pickes of students, VHSR 2035 brings
this B0 practios by fackling pretenl
barriers rebated to over-regulsion
and muliphs regularon, romplax
accreditation sehefmnas, Bigh vark
abdiny im academic sparderds, low
Graduabe Enrolmenl Batic jGEAL
poar imstrhsticnal plangng and
governance, |ack of pablic disclo-
sure, and M punilise

measures far Ibt
nan-compliande, amang
cohars.

Fresenthy, the bodies such az the
WG ACTE arsd MCTE fulfil mulbgde
refes withour requiite frewalic
bebween their regulancay, accredi
mcian and sandsnd-smemg func-
niores. Extabdithiant ol VIEs is & his-

| eglesmwats

HIGHLIGHTS OF VBSA BILL 2025

I 2000w realizing s wiskon and gaat
by addressing challznges 0 present sducahi pest syotems and @roceses.

w Whulllple rewslator Lo Unfied Rigulstsr - remouing cverianmng s
ciumpieaiies for HEL with TIght Bt gt regeletin

® Greyler particlption of State repeeiesiyihves and Eminent
acadermdelans dee Tair Pepresentaiion in the Commission and Councila

w Sutrmomy wiES AfcolidsBBIE Ihigugh Lg Seanle medoel sm and

psbile disleune

» Aoademic Qusdty throuvh sefling up ol Slandanss el supgan

acadmrmle [rarmarasifay .

& rstibstiorai planning ard posd goeemancs Iof soredilalsn

and ranaing,

& [merrationall saton ol Mgser eduostion - orealing golie nopnints.

Thiz WBSA, weith b5 chires werticals
— Wisic Bharat Shiksha Vinivaman
Farishad [VESYP| — Regulatory
Counch,¥iksit Bharat Shiksha
Gumnvatta Farished
WEESF] — AtcmdR o
Cowncil, and viksie
Bharat Shiksha Marak
Parisghad [(VBSMP) — Standards
Council, provides a governance
shnuc e [0 implement this.

The structure of the VESA and ks
wEricals is &8 Mo

“VESA, &% M iverarching body

foneer

tarical decesion in redefining edo- w8l provide oversll s egic dine-
catlon landscape in Bharat to  Gons and roadmap Sat fefoars in
prowvicde 3 muchesaaited unifed  teachang I-!i'imil'l.g.-'ESEll'ljﬂ-:D\'EP
repulataryarchiecoure. Iwasman-  narke, iMematlonalizanon ek, 1t
dated in the NEP 2000 (o estabiish - will alio adwise and cocidmate
an mararching umbeela bodywith  with dafferent covncils, Enial gov-
mdependent bodies forregulaton,  eMMand, A governmient and
accredigation and academas man:  ollwr bodies lorefecive inglemen
dard-serling racean of BEP 3000, Alane end i wil

Eacilfate aubonomy Witk acious-
ehifity. &n Che Grher it weuld
i B reguiang the adhernpee
o defined srandands for quakoy sdu-
catban,  “WBSVE, e Eegulacary
Couregil, will ser the nsiruional
sranderds, frame regulacions,
prowide kandholdieg. arsd ensan
compRanc s by e WEE wih com-
plete ransparency through pubdic
dischodures, It will proyede a =on-
raloEy enabled single veindne ki
higher, techaical aed teachar edu
ratson and remawe the duplicatan
or owerlapping of procedzes in
deating with nyuinple reguiators.
“VESGP, the Accredicanon Coure il
wdill BT 25 msE-accredinng bady
coandinating a0 Rodiminng aoed:
fratkcn of the HERE. 1L wil 0y
aniure adherefild Lid
besichonarks{siandans related (o
sualiny Fcad e i pmiaoiks, ol

COITes, reacrdiDes, goNETTancs. —7F
structure, Pacilifies and amemioe
erc. for =nsuring quatiny highs
aducazipn. WESMP. the SEAdact
Cowenol. wall prifsadily De rpspars
ble for coandmation ad detemmin:
cion of academat bansghmarks 1o
marailemre jm feaching l@armiz:
rezeanch and imhovanics, I
ruide e HEW in developEng qualin
academic framawnres. ouldo
based cusriculum, movetive el-
Frogies, assessment methods, e
sratien of Bhartiya Kmowiegle
Syifeirs and coher related as

Evtablishment od VBSA wi I
definiseg Momens in higher egusa
ton far ushering 2 negw 2@ o
extelience n academics, gove
AR, reolanion AN AN Sl
g, W is expected o Bring ms
pwinted benefcs @ 28 e siake
Rglders = mainly ituderis
teathers, and higher aducatar
NSEIINAIONS = oy FEaligieg (e a0 -
of NEP 20200 In&nfughang wi' oo
|l:'--'|,|:,;r| face challenges in dealin
WIES minichple Tegulators on;
Lirmphey praceates, The YBSA 4
e rge as AR IR e, srao, s
tecirenabled rogulalany were
witly desirod Tgwels af sitediae
ness, 2MGNGY I s
Sedrfed Qub MOl a3 AZanal Loy
P IRE T R T, T E
and Wksid Bhar

Firnys Licmbay Ltaey s S
Covumicsnn. bew N1 :

Bo= b
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Don’t ruin futures
of kids, teachers

mare than a decade, Karnataka has made the
Teacher Eligibility Test (TET) a mandatory gateway
to government school jobs, holding out the promise
of quality teaching and merit-based recruitment. Today,
that promise rings hollow. Nearly 4.5 lakh candidates have
cleared the test since 2014-15, yet only 28,277 teachers
have been recruited. Thousands of qualified candidates
now find themselves stranded, staring at the prospect of be-
coming age-barred. The irony is striling; the
of School Edecation and Literacy hasthe highest number
of vacancies in the state government, at 79,694 posts. A
responsible governmentwould treat thisas an emeTgency,
given the direct impact on classrooms and learning out-
comes. Instead, recruitment hasbeen paralysed.

The government's primary defence is the unresolved
iseue of internal reservation within the Scheduled Castes.
Since October 2024, recruitment was efectively frozen
whilethestate awaited the recommendations of the Justice
H N Nagamohan Das Commission; it later attempred to
implement a sub-classification formula. Legal challenges
followed swiftly. Interim orders of the High Court, and
broader Constitutional questions
about breaching the 50% reser- —=——————"""2
vation cap laid down in the Indra  JFYFRE
Sawhney judgment, have resulted
ina pﬁ&lngﬂ‘:nalemate- While appointments
the Karnataka Scheduled Castes Ul
(Sub-classification) Bill, 2025, has RT3 B
been passed, appointments remain i
o hulid peud?rf;“th: court’s final i;:l'am:mtm
verdict. Thislegsl;ndhpn]iqr_ ; tangle e

lain the delay, but it does not
mﬁ human cost. For lakhs of _
eligible candidates, this prolonged uncertainty has meant
crushed hopes and wasted years. They appeared for the
TET, assurning timely recruitment would follow. Instead,
the test has become, as many ruefully putit, aburden rath-
erthan abridge toemployment. If the government cannot
recruil. it should at least suspend the test untl these issues

Compounding the problem is the state’s decision to
plug the gap by hiring ower 50,000 guest or temporary
teachers. Experience from other departments shows that
temporaryappointees eventually demand regularisation,
leading to an entirely new problem for the government
to resolve. More importantly, frequent teacher turmover
undermines continuity and adversely affects learning
outcomes in government schools that cater to the most
sulnerablechildren. A pragmaricapproach would be toset
aside the internal reservation issue for the School Educa-
tion and Literacy Department for the present and proceed
with recruirment under the earlier policy. Internal reser-

vationscanbe i:-np1emenwdprc_lspcmwly t_uE.Il vacancies
arising in future. To hold an entire generation of qualified
[Eazheﬁmdsnﬂﬂtﬁhtﬁmgf toan unremhreq legalbattle
;m.;iﬂmrjustmrscnsime.‘i\']'nensuchpﬁmlmqamim&.c

edufatinnsg.rStE'm.itnmﬂllnﬁtﬁameﬁfrﬂmﬂlcfumrg .
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Silbcon Valley for years bas pushed
1ech roals like laptops and kesrning apps
inta classrooma, with promisss of
imuproving sducation socess and revolu-
teamizing learning.

Geill, a glohal effort o expind St
COmuber Argess — 1 propramme known
as "Une Laptap per Child” — did not im-
prove studenis’ cogritive skillé ar ae-
demic culeamss, iy T srudies by
professurs and sioaamiss al hmdreds
af schaols in Peru, Now, as some tech
boosters make smilar edumbxn acces
and Fairmess arguments for AL childress
gsgmjeﬂm LINICEF are wnﬂmﬁ
andcalling fov more guidincsfor sehoos

“ich One Laptop per Chilh 1 ad
cuis jncluded wis e copendinanT

E “ Biewen Woaloo,
o learmin _{mrmn!:'::l,m iy polech
n’:f:r' T el Al
pyEIEmS may actively deskill SRS
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rolling out chatbots in schools. Some experts warn
tools could erode teach ingand learning

'.bF‘l:'“-'\l"l'D-l.ll:THF._'l

Alinschools around the globe

Bdinist ry of Educsmion éa Thesland

wide free anling Al sl lessons p.;,f'ﬁ‘i
dreds of thousends of seodenms. Seperml
erceithi Laber, Mhicromm it said it would alss
provide Al tradming for 150,000 teschers
i Thaiand. OpenAl ks pledged to maks
Char(aPT avesiatile mmr;mm
menk schools poroes [ndia.

The Halie natasm of Estonda i Ty
ing a different approach, with a bread
mw--ﬁliﬂpilﬂ*ﬂ'lmhﬂnmm'unm
“Al Leap,

Thie programame wis pari-
Iy by & recent pol showing that more
than 907% of the ration’s
were alngidy using ﬁpﬂar chantbis ke
Chanli PT forsc r, lessdbimg novwoe
ries that snme shalems were beginning ta
dedigan s=hood nesignmeass go Al

Egronia them pressed US fech panis o
mdapr their AT e kil edocatonad peeds
nnd pririvies. Researchers at the Unlies-
sitynl Tartuworkidhith Openilin modiéy
che cumpaeys Esmnniss-lsmpumges s
o %z hozds 504 would respond st denis!
guaries with grestions racher tan pro-
chae difscn answers,

Imtroduced thit scheol vear, the “A1
Lesip” progr B e n bevach ecdu cances
andd siuderts sbout the uses, i, bias-
= vl rieskes ol el nocds, Is iy pilon phase,
ezachers in Extonia received trining
onOpend s ChaelPT and Goo gle's Gem
ini charibats.

“1rscrivionl Al leermey” suid b Wisnk,
the chiel eeeeutive of the A1 Leap Fean

-4 darkon, am Exionign nonprofic thay s

helping o mlﬂﬁllu; makiona | odocy
T PR, ll-h'“n.l'\] wery chear
undersiandmg thar chese ceols 2an he
el = Bt W Ehe e fime s ook

candn &kt of harm

Estomia alsn recently kel o natinnal
trmning day for Sudenes In sore high
szhisls. Bome of those srudents gre now
sing tha boes for ek ke Eenerating
‘qoestions o kelpthem pr far
nmuwwf ipare frschool

"y tormpanies wonald pur th ey ef-
fort mex kg Pislving Al Fll"'-‘li.l.l'.‘:.:.rbl.ll

Bai-king e i
wcacativeal mwujm:dmﬂml el

e world, elhen
stimmié of these rould e really
m.:l!lm!.,"l.'ma dexd. -

L ol ] ]
o rleeland stacted fis greem

o : Lin schistds, Mow sevpg)
IEBENETE ACrias the etnmry are
u-c::-eruu-utm&wh Google's Gemini
chutbot or &nihregars Clinide o enskin
like lessun planning, as ey fim 1 find
Eelplul vsars and 1k prin posnd dhrma bk,
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Studims woi's ose e chaghg

1= for

.r-r-.u.p:rd.g.-n':njn:uun-mﬂmrﬁ;.r“m
tllﬁﬂmhulunlullj-llmlﬂ'hh.unpminm
fl-l!‘rmr:erlb-llrlvmml:lrnul.ﬁ.

SO g e i e i s
ur crinical ehmbing — ar whaieve makes
L nure hbimsn —ig it definiicly nowhat
w-.mm."mﬂ'lhmdn:-iw.uul;.mﬁ-r he
dirertora k’nilmﬁ“lnilnlrufﬂd;wr.—
hﬂ'lj! hﬂahuﬂ:&'lunw

s Arniedotter anid Frida Gy
B, lwa edodin PaTEEEing in:{'u- n.l::
:;ahﬂ;wlmﬂu-m:i-n'll.ﬁkjml w1y th
St b b el ey ;
Beridams e spmck |y, TR aging
Arnardsin, o busi
meziirahip feacke rn"m:ﬂ:dngﬂﬁ
W mEke § carerr caplor ifing 3__-.i-m. e

By her shndenes figure caatwhether
were inore sistied o jobe o asles :ﬂﬁ’
OF managemens. Guladoc
bemchury. English, said the fud W.Eﬁhé
E,:E woabnlary lims and then ysed
the I‘:I'mhur-lu help create evercises for

"1 hawe: fill-in-che-blank word
matching wmu BEITICS amd .!peaglﬂml
Ihmhﬂuﬂn?mmmh-m&bﬂm

the
Erm”aé::d.?mﬂ Feoed bikiw theew e e -
tir added that she -
verned ahour chachats 'nn'ujun::inm-
BorEasion, 5o she versed ghy Al-creaned
T iy e ok
il "I-Tl'l.ll"ll\.ﬂllr.h.liljm.r_l. dsnﬁm
e s ileney mighs alveady b Hrinwi I
¥aighy :
‘"UHT*WEM unﬂ.’“ rhy trusts uad‘fﬁ
I Fas male the lodlang -
Al the mioe desermmingeg, ml:,-;:i;ﬂm

whd i
tl.:.-mlrunmumﬁll_ﬁ'mmmndm

poe b earn wah A "
o i S

o BRI Benerathr AT (e in

|.|Ib\?|hclun3-urnue?aé|i‘nlﬂm IH:;;E“
il schiclchy "

ildnen,


Admin
Typewritten Text
DECCAN HERALD (P-7), 05 JANUARY 2026

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text

Admin
Typewritten Text


FPonmychili
Mg alidharan

n & lew months,
iboisEnids o fnal
vear studenis acmis
Tral i il sbespr ot af
thiir campuses gl ko
the workpdace, Somes mzy
already e thelr place
ment offers, amd  Enany
o will recelws thelrs
soon; a renenl flled with
peliel, pride, and che leel-
img that life &= Aaally i

g borward.
Ari and Sri fels e same
ARer  momale  of e

wiews, preparaton and un-
certairity, ihedr offers ar-
riied like a kong-awaied
wictcry, [t what they did
e el ays hetwesn e
mg the offer and joining
the arganisstion dheped
everything that Sall o

Different wiays )
Al moweed Into the lamear
post-offer comlort Eone
that may stadenis slp in-
o The inberviews v o
er, the geal had Deen
achdeved and 1he pressiae
had eased. A enjoyed the
pralse and belleved ki
bearminy would begin afier
inimEg. For mamy Sl
E;Emg lfier better feels

grl alsa celehraced, his
in a dlifferent way. To bim,
the offer leter felt ke &
doarway, not the destina-
fice, He-spent time reading
i 0a Chae nrganasstica, uo
derscanding i products
end ==rv1¢=l-.-m:;'?:ﬂ;“nl5
imporiant oo T
completing & shost onling
toame related ro the ok
He reached out palitely 1o
2 fanare colleagne. Cnly &
fiw: students do this bit.

wrheen ey di, the mansi-
o becomes  smosther
and the st week feels Gr
|ees cvErwihekming.

JALrass Organsanane, g
piirs ofien wonder how
e enrranis will adapd
This does not Gene from
Judgment, It §s & mix ol cu-
ricaity  and concarm e
paase the workplace they
pritened years apo koked
very diflerent from the one
thai voungsters oday will
pnter. Inmy eadership ses-
slons, | hear somehing
canssier o seoor

HINDU (P-3), 05 JANUARY 2026

A smooth transition

As many students prepare to enter the workforce in 2026,
here are some tps 1w cdose the readiness gap

meinagnrs.  They  admire
Len ' imelligenos, oour:
e and speed, What they
warry hout is not whethes
they can a4 e job, They
wander whether they will
senle in well, bearm steadi-
Iy, and sy conslsrency.
Seryn Madells capheres
the exsenceal this whien hie
ralks ahou the value of be
ing a kearner. His remiinde
thet i lesnn-it-all will a3
ways oulperformm the
ket i-all is especially e
lavant 0 thoge preparing
for their frst @b, Inees

Moayd ofen say that the
frsl e 10 b proving an
orEandsation 18 imoraving
TR

Comsiatunt beburviours
Organisatdons &0 nod ex-
pect masiery an the firs
day. They loak for sincer-
1y, hamdiy, and a willing-
ness o imdersasd

th work. For young
e HACELE, -
provement can begin be
fore Day Qe Risedrch
[rom AlcKinsey m 2003 &8
s shows tha aven a littde

pregaraton hefores joinkag
hilgrs v esnplovess l=arm
faster, adapt bamar, s ex-
perbice ligs siress i chelr
mitial weeks.

Sruckinle (oday comsean-
v hear abour proslucivicy
Tinhs, COTIE AL
styles, and sucoess babits.,
Bur early sucoess ciomes
Brovm cestain constsien e
bawicars:  listening  fully,
respecting  tme, asking
hemgheial questions, pre-
paring before  mestings,
arvl completing small ks
with care. These habis

qugedly bld ek  disd
ek & Alming |ien o
[oir grovw th,

T e wihii UlE'lglll like Hri
e gy thar they semled
e Gasies, umnlerstomnad che
aamy fonmer, ielr mone
conddent in e s, and
bendied the =arly days

il Wed pErsE Thizee whio
begin B Ad mRE e
wrna,. They |ust iake a lir-
e Jonger e foiid Cheir
rhiythm. The difference is
ol plod s iRdednt or capabd
fre It b mheseal ihid Sl
I the quisi

chinlces m
hawe Lbinge j ]
Beginning like Sri does
T PROUINE BaENSE STUEy.
|1 reqiires small, meaning
ful sieps. Reading aboo
Elud crganisigion, mefresh
g ooe imeporcant skill,
aming the hesics ol @
new mool, completng @
ahort cercficacian, and s
ting & shople routne can
make a young pralessicral
el Erovmded and reachy
A5 T PTERAre [0 ST
POUR et Job, it belps (o e
member thar the offer ke
ter by ol the end of the

= jomrmesy. B s tha beglinidig

The: Gz before joindng are
2 chamce 1 il canry,
understand the workplace
Al e peare yomr misud o
grow. Yo do nol mesd o
prove anything oo yowr
first doy. Begin guaietly and
sieadshy, Let your early ac
nons show e v value
the cppartupily, you e
rizaly 1o bearr, and wouw are
prepared o begin well.
Thee bonume: thar urdolds will
e gheped by how wau
chitess 0 step inl i,

Bl Wik i Jiner
Farubny - padi o n Befedni® jonl

RPN Wi v i Droed Laksn
Aidi e ol Alpeagemey. Crarma
s
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Teachers: The unsung sculptors shaping our society

SAKSHI
SETHI

2Hn OPINION
THE PIONEER

5 e e Year ipeoes In with Ibs rinsaste ogairnise, glit
prin resalutions ard recycied amiomations abaur grrssth
and transformation. 3 & an oppartung moment 1o
acknowdedge a prafession that Bas been transfeming
sl ety ko be fone hashtags made it fastionabike. Teadhers
are, alter all, the sculpters of sbdery — though nod the
ramanticisead kind chiseling masterpieces in sunlit sudiss
Thedr workshap iv a crowided classmom, thelr (Oms are
parenne and persistenoe, and theirrmw matedal ls 2 woiatle
mix afewriasky. confusian, defiance, briflance and Inher-
jv=d prefudice. They are expected to rmould the futurewhile
standing Knse-deeq In systemic cantradictkng, armed with
idtealism bt short on Fagiitional Dacking.

IF ks universaly agreed, at [east in theory, that [nachers

0 AL VL i T LRV PRI T

shaqe the deszing of nations. This beliel s prodaimed in
spesches, palicy dorsments and cese inanial celebmions,
Yot once the apalaige fdes, the same sodecg tums can-
veniendy forgetfil Teachecs are ingtnacted o Inspire inno
vatian but dizcouraged from gosstioring puidansd cumc-

e o defafms ane announoed without groundssal,
arel Implementation gaps are Meared a5 mings moane:
nienees TRachers are expected to adapt cwvernighl,
smilling through woikshops Seeped In jargen an
derached optimism. If the sculpbare cracks, e Soulpns

Is bilamved - novmr cha fawed marh e aruns:-

thinking bur wareed against unseciing
estahlisled narmaches They are ald (o per-

ula, They are urged o cultivate crieal
The
sansdise learming while being handed e Lh ]

e pedesyal.
el teachers persist with a stubbom oo
mitrment Thayr arive each Sy carmding rof jad

oneer

criwdei clessrooms and righd dmelines | EINCE 1865 T lanz, bisthope: They nofice the site

Apparently, soulping sxcebencs i 429y - a3
lang a5 o Aix restly Nk predefired meulds,

Meckelr [Each RS are skon eapecad iobe marves ol muk-
fitasking efficiaroy, They must alberiale hersmen sduca
e, comansi o, adming soa oo, mechmaloglsl, motharor, el
yaroe and, corasionally, crisis mEnager. They ane e
ad i nurhare emodianal inmEgence while navigaing s
paan bumor n slence. When-a child falvers, teaching
mithocs are intermogaed, When & child axpels, credit is
disiribured amang phranling Sy0es, private tuiaring and
inspiradonal [mfuencers, Teachers, [L3eems, are valued &
backgrond charscien iR sucoes staties s freground
sygpects in narratives of e, :

Accounmailley Nows generously In ong direcion
Teachers afeobsrered, asmdsed, rerrg e anil audiled Wi

thild shrinking tnop Innisibillny, the resdes
I BN g pUrEass, the confident voice maskday (150
Cusfiy. Thiimy' reach besrtnd aca demibc con tens; (hey mocisl
resience apd quistly challengs Inkerted biacas. inoan g
ohaessed with Instant gratification, eachers pracrise oo
radics aot of patienoe.

A soclety enters anoches vearof promises, itisima o
reassess how w ireat (hose eranesied with our coflec e
Bulure Bepect cannot mmaln Peiformadive and BREBCL
Thons cannod remaln unmsalis oo, Teachers do nacs==s il
hood or sympaty: thesy ek mst, BUILNOMY and sysEms
Iha-.r:l_:.hle meanmghil aducatan, Ui tedy, the cqu BT
Gl soaTieny’ 2 often be fraced hack ba (ks classreeems, Whet
clasarooms (e, cormmunitie; Nourish, ard nators Tibert
A deeper, liting reslience for generarons shean

admirzhle regularity, Meamwhile, systemic Inaffidencies f B
ey Tresraning from scrutiny, Policies are draffed Frfmam i, s i b e mciucaind el gt '?Tf"
||||||||||||1||||h|l|||||||l||i||lll|u|u|||h|||||||||||IIIrIIl|I.IIl|lI|lI|I|r||||l||'|H|||"|f||| L T e e T T T T e T e T L
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2025 was the yea

Tangible hop

SOMAK RAYCHAUDHURY

his i a truly {aec
Hime to be an sdcato
PErticulardy in Jndia.
During  the  past
batch of mrrnm' i Indie, The fics
.M_-" AL itiea that adopies
o, SAr-year undergradizste
EL"—'EWJWHH usder the MNational
T ooe o e sckeras. 4
RO 10 G S0ch undvers ity wed.
coamed 1fs first-ever fourth year
Inddia: continuad & string of Fapid
strides bn technological divelop-
ment i the itvrmatiogad AT
Anid 'ﬂﬂ.lﬂ'#illl’."l ka[‘ﬂe larpiesere
mixled-iriven Al toals challengsd
[ 8 PE-[IH'I of educabion & we
ke if, with widesprosd disrop
tiom in Indian mstutions o all
le=vels.

Dnusasally for Indian universidy
edibcalion, [his Anal yeas has theaj-
toa af an original research thesis.
This has besn a practice dhat hos
heziemy frllereeed 2 o harndfal of elbie
institutbons such as 1TTs and [[SER=
for u while o, nat now, for the fiest
B all univer=sities in the pmmiry
adopting the HEP e iskedl 1o bni-
p]emmlﬂlhl]iﬂi‘m-

The most bomedlase shill of
HTE oS the beginming of the dust
satiling of the wide range of Is-
s tat fall wnder the ambreda
of ‘Artificial Intelgence’. For two
YRATE, Al =] oarillatad beiween
itnpetuonsly banning Generative Al
arvd Blinsdiy embracing it. This yeas.
we drifted to the middle path, tht
af the mevitable integration. The
comwersation maoved From the doaim
anl ghoom af *Will AI replace Ut o
apceptint the sxplaratian of “How 1=
AT usedul for 157 :
the change has been reothing short
af pevolutinnary. W hunve wartchsd
o uates Toutiely wse per-
gpnalised Al futors to bridge Eage
in their foundational knoewledge
that might previcusly hine cased
them e g ot of STEM courses.
gy oo 10 Crsabe visunlEsation sméd
praphics, or summarise vast bit-
meﬁ that would otherwiss
ke Far too Inag o b uselil i se-
mester assignments. Siowdy but in-
prnily, A0 b shiown the capacity
fap pashing students up the oo
prigiwe ndder, Ty e coming years.
ghry will o Jongzer be graded on the
caparity for vetrisdin g irdnomation.

. cpitigus, debalo
g inferpretatict ,
Bk comentional

shackles, lpaning towartls PragTme-
tiom. They are isscovering that the
prbmEnkstraive bugrdier {hat plagses

TELEGRAPH (P-10), 06 JANUARY 2026

r the classroom opened up to the world

academia, namely the unnelenting
praling of siandaml assessmends,
swheduling, the mie papersork,
cimipilarin of cuurse materialks

nli of Ahewe can e offlisdliad f0 o
{altigent syshems. [n fhe past ydar
one has realieed that Ehis frosad-up
Faciiiy Himse can b 1250 gor e e
tharyge Al cagine simulse — person
4l montorship The kectare ball can
o peemanetly beome a flapped
classrnom’. Stkudimes can oeksiEme
the combegt joften al-aesisted) b
fope class, and e clisarem can
hecome a theatrs of disoassin,
ebate, ethical reasoming. apd ool
boratng problem-sofving. We GiE
o frach sriders e drive these
penverfuld ergginics. Aol b ik
SRR
Al the snme fime in keeping
witl the changes ushered in by the
NEP i [ndian higher eduik-
tiot 3 podsed for perhaps e Dot
gignaficant  sfructural reform in
dpcudes. The move b0 replece (he
University Grants  Commission,
All Indin Council fur Technics]
Education anid  the Mational
Coungdl for Teacher Edicabon
ander o slagle regulatory bods,
ihe Hiphetr Education Commission
of Tndis, which 15 now deall with
under ihe Viksil Eharat Shikeha
Az bifun AIE| 2005
This 15 muely mare than an wd-
pringstritve skiufle — the BT ke
glucation Nanding awsy from tha
pomiril of the regubsor and pru-
: A comnmd =i wikh a .
by different Sfruciire For too kg,
[k eduracics was hisected ink
echmpcal’ and 'E'I!Itl.:lgr E-EIM':HIH
o binary that made Btle sensé o
warld where a Binlnglst nesdts Ced-
inyg siills and an enginest neecs eth.
jie=, The uniferd repuistot promises
o disscilve: Eher Teoureda-
tes, v sreamiining the apgroval
processes and focusing on light
redation, ane amfcipares i gl

For o wniversity  ademinisira
tar. thie prospect cohl be |Rerst-
ine It implies @ shifl from inspec
Iin-kaacid  povermanee o dasco-
simre-heosnd  poawrnance  Ino 205,
ilyis shiudd iransiatn Inde Cesher
curetiham updates. pasier callabe-
it betwesn 1175 and Ebesal arts
Lty ersities, and i mcee faid move-
mend of credils. One Bopes that
ik Academnic Bank of Credis
wall fFuly rome b [ owm under
this umifsl amberefla,  allowing
stixdents o wemve iogether degress
that are & umigue a3 Etheir owm
asprations.

Ax for smdenis belore ibey
eniler universalies, there ar= mANY
key thal &re SMETERE
Fuor exnmple. the Central Board of
Sepondary  Education has decd
e oo okl twa pounds of e Class
X cxame — this will start in 265
Severa] stale boards hanve alresdy
implemented a similar scheme,
nolably ‘West Bengal in ils hEigher
sppnmyiary cuFriculumn. This may
radically change the way uniersi.
iy ailemssions are cartied ot 1o the
fughare and the kind of subijects the
shadents take up after scial

3005 was also the year the work]
camn 1o India, and [ndie went b
the worbd with renmwed cotifldenior,
The i allvwing iop-ther
foreign anmersities o U cam.
puses an [ndsxn s0il e B ENNngG
I::LI:H: fruid, I.lg-'j.ni: the sesds for

waryaleen ol comgsti
cellabarstion Ths 1€ i aboi he
internativnalission of Indian pert-
B as Iﬂ'll'-"l"['ﬁ'[}' clrrioala Ik
far and wide to make their coorse
Comnpatitle with those g ;
the wigld Elsewhar in

mﬂm:muﬂlm' {esst mLF.‘r.i“n in the |_'|E|111|ﬂ'iﬂl1l’h_l [Ease i -
Senipat, Haryana. All epinions ntrrien thit oflen SHes nnovAtion. i Hﬁ{wm,mmj"” With 3 poeer
are f and anether |y

o ey oy s g A BN BN oSy oae o

€

Singagare. Furtharmore, we are -
creasingly becoming  destination
far the Globed South. Students from

Loihpast AL,

Fgibde to them. 3035 will likely see
this trend pooelarate, fUTTHRg OUT
campuses inbo troe melting pots of

the (st Dndian, moderm-ddy R
sremaut visited the Inbernativnad
Space Siaton e Jodiom-d. When
shubhanshu Shakla docked with
ior ey Irﬂmm 1ttE
pevchology of the i e}
Far decadés, cutting-sdge msearch
was sanedhing that happened plse-
whern Tmilsy, mar shdenis e
[nlisy sedentists nod pilogs at thi
frotier of human exploration, This
bues 5 enscading effect on higher ed-
ipeatinn. We are seeing a marked -
cresss |0 iNiETes] 0 puare scionces
astrophysivs, and permspecs @ng-
nering. ol just s e padhs
as vamations of natkonsal pride,

This achimmmimd has validal-
e the ‘research mlnidEel’ we nmne
been trying o oubtivate, 1 proses
to @ Meyearald in a chemisiry lab
thad his/her work b5 part of o larg-
er, supeessful, solentific aocsystem.
[t bridges the gap betwesn the ab-
stract theory of the texibook and
the visceral reabity of techmolog-
ﬁ i As we miwe into 2006,

versities st itnki
this enthusiasm by i trramg i

biat permeats th 3
T vasi erclmee

enllnges of

i AN imiversities across the

Education is, ultimuabel
of hope 1L iz o bedief i 1!51'-;- ;:':L:E-:
can be betier

m:::nr Eﬁ'e are taklding  syseom
v uhmm.mﬂanmb-.- 51ud1|-|:.| i [y AT Y
H analgriek E
mﬁ: "-_I‘Fr-::- all withu 1] :“u:";-l
i Hl = :
e i ':.'I:J-I' I-:II::JI"I.II|I1- wrerah
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Can merg;mg gmremmcnt schools reverse dwindling enrolment?
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India’s academic openness under strain

he recent dendal of
BOLTY 10 noted Hindi
scholar Francescs
Orsini from the LK.,
despite holding a valid visa, has
hmught to light the need for a
¥ more balanced and thoughtful
approzch to understanding and
assessing the role of crideal
academic engagement, and to
recognising the broader valhe of
1 scholarly exchange both within
and beyond India.

It seems that a rather difficult

! situation is emerging for
mternational scholars who have
, Critically engaged with Indian
mcﬂeq.r, politics, or history.
Entering on a tourist visa and

, participating in academic events
can expose them o procedural
complications related to visa

# reguladons, while applyving for an
academic visa may itself become
challenging in light of their critcal
scholarly work.

The long-term consequence of
this paradox is clear: independént
and critical voices from abroad
will gradually be silenced,
repdered rare, and eventually
made invisible in India's academic
landscape, This situation raises a
fundamental question abour the
spirit of inclusiveness in Indian
academia. Universitdies and
research institutions have
historically thrived on exchange,
critique, and intellecheal diversity.
The presence of global scholars —
sometimes sharply critical,

sametimes sympathetic = has
enriched debates, inroduced new

frarmeworks, and helped Indian
academics situate their work in
global conversations.

Sign of vitality

In a democracy, criticism §s not a
threat; it is a sign of vitality. From
anﬂ‘irupnlngiﬂs studying caste 1o
historians revisiting cobonial
legacies and economists
questioning policy orthodoxy,
these critical engagements in
Indian academia have helped
refine national selfunderstanding.
India's reputation as a vibrant
democracy has never been
undermiied by awch scholoealigs.

is 8 pralessar and
wrifer based in
Hyderabad. Views
A& perspnal,

India, which has
dlways projected
itsell as a
civilisation i
rooted in
dialogue,
sarmvad, must

not turm its back
iy this rradition

On the contrary, it has been
strengthened by the openness
with which these voices were
received and debated. It is
Important oo recall that no
Fovernment in India has ever
fallen because of academic
criticism, Universites and
research programmes across the
country have long demonstrated
manrity in accommodating a
spectrum of ideas, including those
critical of state policies. Research
funding agencies such as the UGC,
ICS3R, ICHR, and DST have
historically supported projects
examining sensitive social and
political questions without
censorship or hostilicy,

Intellectual loss

The danger today is not only
adminisrative. When
internatdonal scholars with a
critical perspective grow hesitant
to apply for visas, when Indian
researchers hesitate to engage
with interrogative frameworks,
and when conferences avald
certain ropics (o ensure

| permissions, academic life itself

becomes impoverished, The loss is
not merely insdomal but
intellectual and moral. Metions
that have prized only conformicy
have rarely advanced in the long
run, either in or in
innevation. India, which has
abways projected itself az 5
civilisation rooted in dalogue,
sanmvad, must not murn its back on
this fradition.

Furthermore, academic
collaboraton today operates in g
deeply Interconnected global
environment. Research in areas
such as digital culure, climate
change, migration, artificial
intelligence, and postoolonial

cannot be meaningfilly
pursued in isokadon, When certain
scholars are dended access, entire
research networks fragment.
Stodents lose opportunities (o
interact with international peers;
projects lose comparative depih;
and the overall quality of
scholarship declines. The effect is
curnulative, show but lasting.

Inelusivaness in scademla, henoe,

| Iararms

is not simply a matter of
hesplrality but of democratic

responsibility,

Shape global view

The work of sociologists,
hiztorians, and anthropologists,
both Indian and foreign, has
shaped global understanding of

| caste, gender, religion, and

modemity. These studies have
sometimes been uncomfortable
for those in power but have
helped India appear as an
intellectually vibrant society
feariess of bureaucratic serutingy,
This pluralism is a hallmark of
democracy, and it has always
coedsted with patriotic
COmmimmenL.,

[f it begins to appear thar India
i% using visa resorictions asa
means of selective control over
academic engagement, the

| meszage senk o the world will be

unfortunate: that India no longer -
welcomes the exchange of ideas
unless they conform to official
narratives. Over time, the space
for independent thought would
shrink, and universities would risk
becoming echo chambers. What

| India needs instead {2 a renewed

commitment to academic
opeEnmess, a framework that
differentates between political
subversion and intéllectual
dissent, that trusts scholars m
engage in debate without ulterior
motives, and that recognises the
lengterm benefits of a plural
academic environment, .

It is not that there are no
Injtiatives to promote international
academic collaboration; the Global
Initfative of Academic Nerworks
(GLIAN) i= a notable example of
such efforts. However, for
injtiatives like GLAN to be truly
meaningful, they must also create
space for critleal scholars to
engage freely and choughtfully
with Indian academia,
dialogue through diverse and
independent perspectives,

An inclusive and confident
academic culture is the best
reflection of a mature democracy,
one that listens, argues, and

wily
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Rethinking India’s skilling outcomes

Iemits indsiry particpation in pobbc skilling prosramemes? Wiy do Secior skl Cruncils ek credibiling with emplovers?
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Building Standards With Freedom

The Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan Bill marks a major higher-education reform, replacing fragmented
regulation with autonomy, accountability, linguistic inclusion and globally credible accredilalion
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TS Eliot, Indian thought, and the
philosophical horizons of the NEP 2020

GARIMA |  DUSHYANT
GUPTA | KUMAR RAI

The Mational Education Policy {NEP) af 2020
may well be described as a decisive moment
in India's intellectual and cultural life. Itis not
merely an administrative blueprint for edu-
cational reform; it is a manifesto for the civil-
isational renewal of India. At a time when the
world is grappling with the marvels and perils
af aftificial inbelligence, the uncertainties of
¢limate change, and the erosion of human
values, education can no longer be confined
to the acquisition of rechnical skills. It
hecomes, rather, a question of the soul and
of consciousness: what kind of human belng
diwe wish our young to become?
in this context, e writings of TS
Eliot acguire renewed relevance,
for Eliot not enly diagnosed the
fragmented CONSCiOUSness of
modern civilisation but also
cought its remedy In the philosophical depths
of Indian thought. It also exemplifies how the
MEP is not parochial, but rather an inclusive
mindeet that promotes Indic knowledge
beyond spario-temporal boun daries.

Eliot's intellectual journey stretched from
the mechanical modernity of the Westto the
spiritual landscapes of india. He mabuned his
childhood interest as he studied sanskricand
pali at Harvard. immersing himsell In the
vadanta, the Yoga Sutras of Patanjall, and the
Buddhist canon, His engagement with rhese
nexts, unfike that af his mnm_mpnrarle:‘:. wis
nat an exercise in antiguarian curiosity or
Orientalist fascination; he drew upon them
as instruments to interpret and heal the rup:-
tures of Western civilisation through holistic
knowledge. The NEP, in its own W, seaks (o
address contemporary crises with a hollstic
vislon whereln yoga, Ayurveda, the classical
arts, and philosophy engaEe in dialogue
with modern science and technology. The
policy reminds us that the aim of education
s not e fMiciency atone but selk realisathon. Just
as Eliot transformed his poeiry and criticism
through the assimilation of Indlan philosoplvy,
the NEP envisions the revitalisation of Indla’s
knowledge traditiens as medium of dia-
logue with the challenges of the fUture.

Eliot's 192z masterpiece The Wasle Land
embodied a universal code for restoring
balance to human life. 1ts climactic invocation
— *Oatta dChariny), Dayadhsarm [Compassion,

f[].t Ehnur

Damyata {Self-restraint)” — ia mot a decora-
tive citation but a shloka from the
Brhadaranyaka Upanitad, offered 25 an
ethical prescription for a Europe scarred by
the First Wiorld War. Here, Indian philosophy
is not merely supplemental to Western
madernity; it emerges as its gulde. The
urgency of this message grows sharper
today, Artificial intelligence is reshaping
work, thought, and communication at @
staggering pace, pressing education towards
narrowly technical training. Yet the real
question remains: do we wish bo cultivate
“mechanical experts” capable of innovation
but devaid of compassion and wisdom? Or do
we aspire to form citizens who, while mas-
tering rechnology, remain grounded in
human dignity, ecological balance, and cul-
tural dialogue? The NEP's answer i unam-
biguous: knowledge is meaningful only wrhen
bound to ethics, and education |s complete
only when it fashions individuals who are at
once local and global. The climate crisis
akes this imperative all the more pressing.
The NEF not only emphasises sci-
entific research but &lso regards
erviranmental Consclousness, sus-
talnability, and responsibility as
integral to education. This echoes
Eliot's Four Quantets, where the
halance between nature and eternity disclos-
gs itsell a5 a3 condition of human meaning. [ust
ac Eliot wrote that "the significance of human
[ife lles not anly in the present moment, but
in the capacity te go beyond it.” o too edu-
cation derives its meaning not from immedi-
ate utility but from the presenvation of the
future and the repewal of atemal values,

Eling had warned that the true crisis of
modernity was not material but spiritual.
Machines and economies cannob provide
direction to life, This truth is now revealed In
the crises of dimate and inequality. The NEP,
therefore, insists that value education, the
arts, yoga, and philosophy form essential com-
ponents of jearning. This 1s not merely an
Indian prescription; it is 2 message from the
clobal South oo the world: that development
is nad mere production and consumption, but
balance and resiraint.

In adopting Indian thought, Eliat did not
abandan his Western heritage; he desp-
ened it, He demonstrated that civilisanons
pndure through dialogue, In his poetry, the
Upanitads converse with Dante and the
Gospels. Similarly, the NEP envisions Sanskrit
exts conversing with artificial intelligence
and environmental science, Such dlalogue |5
sredthier MEIrTOVeTEss [T imktation: it is creative
redefinition.

The central insdght of this dialogue s clear:
knowledpe severed ram wvoral amed cobtaral
foundations becomes stertle, but nowished

nh___ pt £L, s,
by the wisdom of tradition, It becomes a
power of renewal. Eliot trransformed moderm
poatry through Indian philosophy; the NEF
seeks to transform the future of Indian edu-
cation through the same, At a time when the
weorld does not seck fragmenced specialiscs
but integrated human belngs, the shared
message of Elior and the NEF acquires new
urgency. This has been successfully demon:
strated by the "Design Your Degres” pro-
gramme of the University of jammu, which
has envisioned education beyond the confin-
ing walls of separate disciplines. It also
exemplifies the pracricality of the implemen-
tation of the MEP: that, if adopted in its crue
essefce, it can create responsible citizens
who are not only a future-ready workforce but
also understand the responsibilioy of belong-
ing to a region and to the nation. Such learner-
centric courses, like DYD af [ammu Universiny,
with revolutionary pedagogy that fosters the
humility of knowing rather than cthe pride of
knowledze, play owt the true spirit of the NEP.
Eliat once wrote that “the fittle wisdam we
may acquire is the wisdom of humility.” In
ambracing Indian thought, he lived this
humuilicy, His works —The Waste Land, Four
Quartets, The Elder Statesman — testify that
the final Fulfitment af life lles in the conflu-
ence of love, compassion, and eternal con-
scigusness, This is the path NEP-2020 seeks
to make the foundation of Indian education
Thus Elior and the NEP remind ws alike thar
civilisations endure not by wealth or power
alone but by their capacity for wisdom,
compassion, and restraing, These are the very
values that resound from the Upanizads o the
present journey of Indian education —
reminding us that the path to the
Future lies at the confluence of past wisdam
and present responsibiliog. "'D],"'x
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ECONOMICS TIMES (P-6), 08 JANUARY 2026

Prep for Al It'sa Tool,
Not Cheat Sheet

Alhas entered the portals of educational institutions— scho-
ols, colleges, universities — at a speed that makes the entry of
computers ageneration ago seem glacial. Hrrmphsregarding
the danger it poses as a detour for critical thinking in young
minds is less Luddite than those who believed computers wo-
uld signal the end of civilisation as we knew it. So, without so-
unding alarmist, guidance and policy must keep pace withra-
pid proliferation of generative Al in education. The urgency
isdrivenby thefact that tech companies are turning to schools
and universities across the world as potential consumers and
clients —apart from the free options already available. In this
case, ‘caveat emptor’ goes beyond the usual warning.
The aggressive marketing draws on the
i old playbook of computers to improve
e computerliteracy Again, Fomoisdriving
- a) schools to sipn up. For the education sy-
meerd  Stem at large, there is no need toshun this
i technology On the contrary, familiarity
1s necessary to ensure that a new genera-
tion learns new waysof usingit. Whichis
why it's more than helpful to draw on learnings from the old
computer access programmes to develop necessary guidance
for teachers, education administrators, curriculum develo-
persand parents. Training on how to use Al'in classrooms and
beyond, as well as a tool to enhance teaching and the learning
experience without undermining efforts to enhance critical
thinking, cognitive skills and learning outcomes is essential.
AT'srapid deployment presents a challenge to accurately de-
termine actual learning outcomes and learning loss. Efforts
must be made todisincentivise Al as the option for students to
‘gutsource’ their learning and learning outcomes. Make it an
integral tool, not cheat sheet. @«ﬁ\ (&
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nidia's growth story will be
written h-}' thioze whi ape
shaping its ideas today
. Across the country, young
Indians are thinking deeply about
i horar India Can grow faster, fovern
better and become developed by
2047. Their ideas are emerging
from campuses and communities,
start-ups and sports fields,
classrooms and village meetings.
» The real question is no longer
whether the youth have
something to contribute, but
¥ whether their ideas are given a
credible pladform oo influepce the
i nation's direction. The Viksit
Bharat Young Leaders Dialogue
(WBYLD) is designed o provide
; that very platform.
India is home to the largest

vouth populaton in the world, IEis

# therefore but nanaral that the

direction of the nation’s fisture will

be shaped not merely by policies
or insttutions, but by the
imagination, conviction and
courage of its young citizens. This
vast reservoir of yuva shaksd is far
maore than a demographic
advantage; it is India’s grearest
national asset, capable of driving
inmowation, strengthening
democracy and propelling the
country towards inclusive and
sustainable development.

Lead the change
During my time &8 Youth Affairs

and Sports Minister, [ have had the
ppportunity to engage with young

Indians in varled settings, on
university campuses, in rural
districts, af sports arenas and
during youth-led commumity
initiatives, What consistentdy
stands out is the seriousness with
which yvoung people think about
the nation’s future. T recall
meeting a group of rural youth
volunteers whe had organized
informal learning centres in their
villages. With limited resources
but strong conviction, they were
adidressing gaps in education and
skill development through locally
designed solutions. Experiences

like these reaffirm a simple truth:
when young people are trusted

and given space, they do not

HINDU (P-7), 08 JANUARY 2026

Youth leadership is key to Viksit Bharat

Mandaviva

if the Lnion Minister
of ‘touth Alalrs and
Sports, and Labour
ard Employment,
Gevernment of india

The vase
reservoir of
yuvd shakti in
the country is
far more than a
demographic
advantage; it is

Irulia's greatest

| national asset

merely participate, they lead,
Ingpired by Prime Minister
Marendra Modi's call from the Red
Fort to bring one lakh youth
without political backgrounds into
public lfe, the Viksit Bharat Young
Leaders Dialogue was launched in
January 2025 reimagining the
Mational Youth Festival in an
entirely new format, Over 30 lakh
young pecple engaged through
the Viksit Bharat Challenge, more
than two lakh essays were
submitted, and thousands of
youth presented their ideas az the
State level. The journey
culminated at Bharat Mandapam
in New Delhi, where 3,000 youth
leaders Interacted in a free-lowing
dialogue with the Prime Minister,
who spent hours listening to their
ideas and inspiring them o lead.

Shaping the India of 2047
Beyond the numbers, it was the
nacure of engagement that made
the Dialogue cruly historic. It
recognised, both in letter and
spirit, that the voices of Indias
vouth matter in shaping the India
of 2047, Young pardcipants were
encouraged to think critically
about national challenges,
propose selutions and align
personal ambiton with collective
purpose.

The strength of the yvouth
leadarship platfiorm lies not only
in its scale, but inits design.
Diversity of thought, language,
culnare and lived experienca is
embedded into the very siructure
of the initiative, Youth from urban
and rural India, stodents and
professionals, innovators and
grassroots leaders come together
an a common placform, Multdple
stages of engagement ensure that
ideas are refined through dlalogue
and exchange, not flrered our by
geography, language or
background. In doing so, the
Dialogue ensures that every YOUnNg
person who participates has both
El"u"DlL‘.EEI.I‘Id | plaﬁnm 10} m.p]jfjr'
it,

India's youth have always been
at the heart of the nadon's
defining mooments, from the
freedom struggle to the building of

the institutions of an independent
India. Today, the nation once
again looks to its youth not just for
participation, but for leadership
and dynamism in co-creating
India's growth stary.

Building on the success of the
first edition, YBYLD 2026,
scheduled to be held from January
9-12, 2026, signals a decisive keap
from & national youth convening
to & platform with global
resonance, With new initiatives
such as Design for Bharat and
Tech for Viksit Bharat, and the
inclusion of the intermational
Indian youth diaspora, the
dialogue expands beyond borders.

More than 50 Jakh young
people participated in the Viksit
Bharat Quiz, the first stage of
selection for VBYLD 2026, making
it one of the largest youth
engagement exercises of its knd.
Onver four intensive days,
participants from every cormer of
the country will engage with
leading national and global voices,
drawing upon pracrical insights,
Ideas, and visions that ranscend
disciplines and geographies.

Dialogue to Direction
What truly sets VEYLD 2026 apart,
however, is that it gives our yuva
shakn an opportunicy not only to
speak, but to be heard. Om 12
January, chserved nadonwide as
Mational Youth Day in
commemoratdon of Swami
Vivekananda, Prime Minkster
Narendra Modi will personally
interact with the youth at Bharag
Mandapam, listening m how they
imagine, and intend o shape the
futre of Bharat.

More than a platform for
dialogue, the Viksit Bharat Young

| Leaders Dialogue is a movement

that calls wpon young Indians o
iead from the front, confront
naticnal challenges, and channel
their ambitions towards building a
Viksit Bharar.

A Viksit Bharat will be buile by
those who have the confidence 1o
lead and the commitment to
serve. India’s youth are reqdy. The
naion must be ready to walk with
ﬂ?rl‘.l:l.v‘;*h
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SKILLS

IS NEW NORMAL FOR )

0BS IN 2026

) =

Companies are shifting from degree-centric hiring to competency-based models

ANIHDITA RCHARTA

me yuu tie koind whe bops
EVETY axam, u
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offers. l}'m._ﬁ:ﬁﬁu .
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India’s employability crisis:
Industry-integrated learning

India Is on the cusp of a demographic change,
fuelled by a burgeoning youthful population
ready for the workforce, However, emplayabil-
ity remains one of its oldest challenges, Only half
of new graduates are classified as employable
each year. This statistic does not arise from a lack
of capacity, but relevance, The kind of academ-
ic rigour created in classrooms often falls
short of the aptitude required for a profession-
al environment

Understanding the Disconnect

Rote learning and theoretical mastery are siill
the primary rescurces of the conventional
education model, Many colleges and universl-
tles — and even certifications — prioritise the-
oretical mastery over practical learn-

Equally vital is the inclusion of structured men-
torship. With the help of experienced profession-
als who break down the ins and outs of indus-
try culture and the evolving expectations for
skills, students gain a real understanding of how
fast-paced the industry can be. Institutions that
create this scaffolding often view placement as
a by-praduct of a thougheful learning experience,
nat merely a destination - one that beging career
readiness from day one,

Building Career Confidence,
Not Just Competence

A comman observation of graduares from such
industry-immersion programmes is their clarity
af career direction. They approach profession-
al arenas with conviction born of experience -
the tvpe gained from addressing live problems,
not abstract scenarios. Their capacity to connect
skills o business results distingulshes them
during interviews and on the jol. Recruiters,
wihose pressures towarnds efficiency are growing,
find in such students an effortless ff - individ-
uals who not only setthe in fast but contribute
valuable input from the start.

Soft-skills development, once relegated to fin-
ishing schools, has rightly become

ing experience. For many institutions,
exposure o industry is limited to a
short internship or 8 couple of guest
presentations, Students are often left
with only a fraction ol the engagement they
nead in order ta succeed in a practice that now
demands Rexibilley, digital fluency, and soft skills
such as communication, collaboration, and
adaptability. Meanwhile, companies continue
to spend heavily on retraining recruits,
delaying productivity and disillusioning fresh

araduates :
What is often overlooked is thar education,

when disconnected from experiential learning,
bBecomes obsolele faster than curriculum ravi-
slons can keep up. The modem workplace does
ot reward memaorisation: it values problem-
salving, creative thinking, and the ability to trans-
lare knowledge into action.

Integrating Industry and Education:

A Working Model

some institutions are stepping up o tackle this
crisis by teaimiing wp with industry experts toco-
design curricula, effectively linking academia
with the realities of the workplace and foster-
ing a more practical approach. This strategy does
more than just boost employahility; it ransforms
rhe very essence of learning. When profession-
als |ain forces with faculty [0 Create CoUrse
madules, theory becomes tangible through real-
waorld case studies, hands-on workshops, and
engaging simulations. Courses rhat promiaie
OnNEoing assessment through live projects and
internships empower students o learn by
doing, rather than just passively listening.

dhe Ilimu er

B TERTTYE ing communication sirategies,

an educational core. Classroom dis-
cussions today focus on integrat-

negatiation skills, and prablem-
solving frameworks, It is clear that being
employzble is about &Brmaore than simply having
technical know-how. Exposure o industry
tools and workplace technology continues (o
close the gap between what students learn in
the classroom and what Is expected of them in
the workplace.

Toward a Career-Centric
Education Paradigm

The transition from degree-focused 00 Carder-
focused leaming is a necessary adjustment in
tndia’s philosophy of education. The aim should
never be to produce job seekers, bul job con-
tributors — graduates with a command of
hoth work theory and the realities of the work-
place, That will happen only when chere is aca-
demic Mexibilicy and greater collaboration,
where industry is an engaged pariner, not 3
mere passive beneficiary. When schooling
begins with accountability, guaranteeing mea-
surable career outcomes, it surpasses its clas.
sical mandate. True transformarion takes place
when learning spaces are crafted to reflect the
Auidity of business, creating graduates who do
nat merely qualify to work. but qualify indus-

(ries o avolve e |
[ daedypaonesr .
| T mriter is the co-faundes i .
et GO ol Sunsigng . ﬂ‘m]al-i!hl!h
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[ VITAL SIGNS }
‘Ramanan Laxminarayanan

Learning from Singapore
to realise Viksit Bharat

o AN |ndizng, HngRper: represenss

the ideal of what musfulrmlnp-

mend looks Ik, At the time of Singa-

pere’s independence in B85, iis per
Cchfiita GDF was roughly Tour dnees thay of
indin, Today, that etic i more than 30 10
ome, Differences of scale maner, but soale
alome cannog tIPIahl the exient of dives-
Eench. Singapore's axperienes oflers kessons
that ran degper han size of ciToumstance —
ledsens that are eapecially relevant ng Indg
articulanes s ambdion of besoming Vil
Bharat by 2047,

Tha il commen explaradion lor Singn:
Pare’s success focuses oo what &8 visible
Vikeant capitalism, gleamying dkysmpers, and
world-ciass infrastructare. In many ways,
Inelis™s recent develepenent push — pamicu-
Tarby itz enphasis on moads, pares, aod physical
capital, and m-free enclaves like GIFT city in
Gurlarar — B doarghi o emulace this model
Bnil Bingaporeans themselves are quick (o
PodmE o UFekd 1Bsese were not uniquely e
icrentions. They were idess borrowed from
elsewrhens il sxecued with ronsszency, The
truly ditincrive mnoemcan |ay et the
concree And glass in i deliberase consroc-
Cign &g rélentless foous on sockal cohesion

Al the time of Indepondene, Singapore
wing i deeply fragile mult-sthnic sooedy, In
the last colondal census before sell-govem-
mint eknic Chinese made up three-
guarters of the populacan, while Matays
accountsd for abour 19% and Indlans for
under B This imbalancd matmered nowanky
polirically, hus alzo economisally, Calonial
Tabour anmd education parterns had already
produced significant differences in incone
A oppomrniny, with the Chirese commu-
nity, on overage, beter represenied in com:
meres, skilled work. and capital ownership.
That imbalance could sy have nred inio
A peTmEneT ﬂﬂ"ﬂ-l'ﬂ.ﬁ'. A iEsjor Arisn S,

purisng developmens through demographo:
aritmets alane, weould nog heve hesn unu-
sual in the pest-oolonial wocld. Iesmead, Siegn-
pore’s first President. Lee Kuan Yew, created
ethale inequalicy as am sxamandal chresw
Social cokeszan was not framed 25 3 moml
aspirathon Dol &5 8 coadidon for sarvival,

The core principles wepe chiars Prevens ech-
nic segregaton, anchor social mobdlieg, and
arphire that #yory eommanky had a visikde
stake i dhe sucoeds of thee Stare.

Hizxiesing becarme cme ol thi s poswesful
toals for s project. Strict nules enforssd e
nic he eneiny within neighbourheods
dtﬂmr;mﬂ‘la}-almmmermnuun of enchves
alany dingle ethnicicy. Fablic hewsing was
desigmed nol meredy o sheher diiees, burio
birimg them, W and perrholigi-
cally, innea s chic spape, Creer dme, chis
redaced the Hkelihend that economis scoess
ar Eaiture would atign oo nessly with e i
echoiciny,

Dver the subsequeni decades, Singapore
iested hepvily in policies (o prevent sarly
disparibies fram becaming deiny. Liniversal
ecucatian widened access o skilkad smiploy-
mmaend: Stissadned insestments in public health
improved baseling satcomes; social policies
fecused oo levelling the swrteng line rather
than guaranaesing equal putccmed, These
inpervenbons did not e e differznoes
pvermight, roe were shey expected 1, Sat they
Fandamerdally slivred rajeciories.

Thee resulis are sikle oy, Abaolie
Incoimies have risen sharply acrosst all three
manr ethink: groups. and Singapase 6o lo
redémniies che srracified sociey it |ntpn;¢ﬁ
L5455, Income differences biwe nof vandched
enErely = fecinl censies dain ghow that
mtilizn household Income fom work remains
loser o sverage for Malay Bousehalds than
Ter Chirese ardd leelian houssholds, s &5 all
BT b Fave beneflied frons sustaloed growih.
Modahly, Indinn keuschalds wadlay often pee-
it am parwith, orabove. (e Chipese guers
R O SO inodene measiores, reflecting suk-
srarvtlal upward nwdiliny slnce indkependence

lhﬁdﬂllxl?ﬂ fucame is fnscructve, Singg-
pote did nod aneny o elimimate iequakcy
decrer, nor did jLasime nu.rh'u:ﬂﬂ ikl
resohve mheriied disadvaninges, [ also defis-
erasedy e (hee govermiment small refacve
Ui sty and reserved spanding on healih
and educmrion i remive inegaiy, miher than
OFing & remove inequalicy threwgh cazh
Irinslers and subsidies,

Imestesd, it foessend relentessty on prevenrs
img Inequality frony aligming permanently
with sdenticy, while ensuring thai econcmic
mobdlity remsined visible and credible
acrosE comnyunities. That credibilby ns-
vered. When people coald plausibly beliews
chat &l and educatios affered a path far
ward, trust in inscimutions desgeeed and
Ircenitiwes for rent-seeking diminshed, This
Izl explaie M corruption in Singapore
in contmas o che restof Asla more tan any
ocher sing e regson

If Singapore olfers kesons for other coun-
iries pursuing long-teom development they
1h bees in copying specidic polieies chian in
selting the right pracrites. Four stand oud
Flrsi, treating socizl cobesson &5 sconomic
infrassnacture = ol 48 smliment, hid ag
sumething 1o b deliberately designed and
prm Larond, using housing asa ool of
InpegTacion, ot meerely sheloer Mixed nefgh-
bourhoods, proxmity 1o jobs, school= and
mranspart, and a visfhle stake for all groaps in
shared urhan Spaces, Thicd, Baikding a credi=
ble edcalavor of enobilsty throdek education
and skills, soithat 2fom and @lang are seem o
ranslate e appectuniny. And Faurch, ss:
ininid igvesimenl in public health, ensurisg
that basic bealth cuicoomes do ot oack iden-
1l or incomse ino chosely, Together, thiese are
ninl STt pesnanes bl srucural somimi-
ments They create the muss thar alloes mar-
Jeats eo fumsctinn, nsomions 2o andure, znd
FTORTh | SO podan feer cecadies

Sicgapore's sxperience i 00k Emplale o
‘b copled wholesle, particulaciy ina couniry
s bargn &nd diverse &5 Indla. Ies aroumsmnees
e |:|I.I'Lil.'l..I|II'. 2 mednds somerkmes
severs, and js scale unigue, But jides offera
reminder thar developmest & not bauilt an
mfrastroctire and growih alone, Vs Bha-
raf ks bo be nyore U 8 FHELD, BEOBOmic
anyhirion past be maiched by social archiiecs
Eure.

s Lew Ko, s oo sadd, “We were deger-
mmined so baatld a masion wWhare no-one would
Fel that he had 5o lock after only his gum
group.” That fews, mere than any single o
momic policy, shaped e SinEapone that we
ol muire aped ey coday.

Ramsmon Laominerapai & firendese, One
Heukth Trus! The wleay apresissdare permosl
[ B
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Nature’s spokesperson,
a scientist of the people

adhav Gadgil called his memoirs A
Walk Up the Hill. Teapety summed up
his life — bold, unconventional,
swimming against the tide. In my
three-plus decades of knowing and working
with him, [ found in him the rare abilicy 1o
bridge several gaps, between various acateniic
fields, and berween academics and activism.
His achievements in the ecological sciences,
as founder of the Centre for Ecolegical Scien-
ces at the Indian Instioute of Sclence, Benga-
lurn, were remarkable. He was among the firsc
ecologists in modern dmes to question the
authenticity of the forest deparoment’s " scies
tific forestry”, showing its ecological unsus-
tainability. He provided a rigorous base of
research for many peeple’s movements chal-
lenging destructive “development” projects,
among them the iconic struggle against the
Silent Valley Hydel project in the 1970s-80s,
His bocks on India's ecological history, co-an-
thored with Bamachandra Guha, have been
e=sential readings for generations of
students, His conmibution (o U
drafting of India's Biological Diver-
gity Act {we were both members of
the drafting commimes) was crucial,
Macthav combined rigour in his

siderable time hetping villagers in Gadchiroli,
Maharashira, to prepare detailed plans for
conservation and sustainable use of foress
His very recent statement that the forest
department should be dissalved and the Wild
Life (Protection) Act repealed, generated huge
controversy, and would appear to be
‘extreme”, espectally in a sluation where
thiese can sometimes be a bulwark against the
devastadon ceused by mining, dams and the
like. But there was also a basis for it in thal
these have caused irreparable damage to the
retationship between local communities and
panare, dizabled long-standing Jocal instu-
dons and knowledge systems that have sus-
tzined forests for bong, and displaced or dis-
possessed @ large num ber of forest-chwellers,
1n thiz and other [zsues, Madhav's stands
were af times at odds with others in civil
society, At imes, hisview of raditional com-
munity practices and knowledge could be
eriticised as weak on Case and religious
ineguides, His champloning of Peo-
ple's Blodiversity Registers as a
means of decvmeénting the ecologi
cal knowledge of comnmunities chil
lenged the notion thart only
so-called “expert” Instinitions were

research with a deep sensitivity to Ashish the repository of such knowledge
insues of people’s concerns and liveli- Kothari But some of us [ound this still Telied
hoods, bridging whar i3 aften a huge ton much on the role of the outside
chazm botween adeecates for thepros = scologieal expert, who could inad-

tecrion of nature and those of human

righis. If this meant gettiog out of the lab and
classroom, where he already excelled, into the
messy arenas of what narire and peopée can
teach us outdoors, he never hesitated. If i
mieant working in multple hoguages and cul-
tural idiorns and communicating his findings
and thoughts o the general public with mini-
rium academic jargon, he revelled in i Fail
this entailed chalkenging suthority, DE was not
shy of it He oppased poticies and ij-zmﬂm
he felt were ecologically or sockally probiem-
atic. Hewas v of casr aftempd D creale
a partcipatory, holistic vision culling icress
ecolegical-political-economic:social divides, In
the National Biodiversity Strategy and Action
Plan {NESAP) process, of which he was on the
natlonal advisory body. His seminal report as
head of Western Ghats Expert Ecology Panel
set up by the minkstry of environment, [orests
and climate change, was historic in fls s Tempt
o balance environment, development, Liveli-
hoods and rights. It was alse insperaticnal that
he stuck to his stand when the same govern-
ments that commissiened it rejected the fingl-

and recommendatéons,

Madhav was one of the lew SCIENTISE W
support the struggles of Adivasis and other
forest-dwelling communities to reclaim their
rights 1o govern and use forests, He spenl can-

verienily become dominating, espe-
cially as part of homogeneous governmen!
programmes, whereas the community bicdl-
versity register approach by Dalit women of
ithe Becean Development Soclacy was more
grounded. He was, however, always willing
to enter into dialogue on such differences
and locus on eszential commonalides. The
need to challange Indéa’s development tra-
jectory and the centralisation of decision-
making power in the State were agpects that
made him a significant ally for ecological
and social justice movements. 1n this, he
mentored generations of young people into
bresking through the shackles of academia,
In mid-2025, Madhav lest his life parter,
Sulcehana, hersell an actomplished meteor-
ologlst, As 20 often happens o the cage of
such inspirational and long-duration unions,
one parmer follows shortly after the other in
search of other domains. I bave no doubt
they are [orging new pathways with the
same combination of intellectual rigour and
human empathy they showed in thelr earthly
Journeys. Meanwhile, the rest ol ug will con-
tinue learning and being inspired by what
they have ket behind.

Ashdsh Karlar i% ar ERYEFONPRe ity Bupsed

In Furie. The views expressed are personal
[ AT
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Madhav Gadgil, the
people’s ecologist

NHIS memoir, A Walk Up The Hill, Madhav Gadgil recounts

a conversation with his father, the economist D R Gadgil,

who had just returned from a deliberation on the Koyna

Hydroelectric Project. “Baba was normally a cheerful person.
But whenwe had dinnertogether after the meeting on Koyna, he
was distranght. He said, I do believe that we need electricity to
drive industrial progress, but surely, we should not be paying en-
vironmental and social costs.” This was 1956. To the planners of
ayoung nation, the often-contradictory pulls of ecology and econ
omic development were not always apparent. His father’s re-
marks left adeep impression on 14-year-old Madhav. Gadgil, who
died on Thursday, built a career that stands as a testament to his
commitment to balancing economic well-being with the protec-
tion of forests, wildlife, and aquifers. He was arare scholarwhose
work is seen as synonymous with the discipline.

Bom in 1942 into a family steeped in public service, he was
deeply influenced by the reformist traditions of Maharashira. His
parents counted B R Ambedkar and Irawati Karve as their friends
and they inspired young Madhav to be argumentative. A stint as
a research scholar in the US led to lively conversations with the
greats ofbiological sciences, such as E O Wilson. Gadgil, however,
gave up on an academic career in the US to join the Indian Insti-
tute of Science, then headed by one of the country's finest insti-
rution-builders, Satish Dhawan, The Centre for Ecological
Sciences, which he founded at the IISc, continues to set bench-
marks in environmental studies.

Gadgil was a public intellectual in the most expansive sense
of the term. One of his most influential contributions was the idea
that the country’s forests are not “pristine wildernesses™ but cul-
rural landscapes, shaped over millennia by human management.
He argued that ecological degradation disproportionately harms
the poor. The report of an environment ministry committee he
headed on the Western Ghats made a powerful case for demar-
cating parts of the ecologically fragile area that needed to be pro-
tected against unregulated mining and tourism. He advocared
greater participation of local bodies in the management of these
areas. The report was vehemently opposed and remains mostly
on paper, even after calamities have underscored its prescience.
Atatime when ecological challenges are raising questions about
India’s developmental trajectory, Gadgil's scholarship is a rem-
inder that inconvenient voices need to be heard and heed'-‘ﬂ.ﬁf
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Gadgil
launched new
work on issues

as varied as
sacred groves
in Maharashtra
and Karnataka,
the dry
deciduous
forests in
Karnataka and
Kerala, and the
sustainable
harvest of
bamboo by
baskel weavers
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His environmentalism put
community at the centre

ADHAV GADGIL, India's

[oremost ecologist, passed

away on January 7. He left

behind alegacy ofwork that
- anged from rigorous scien-
E:_ﬁn:: researchto engagement with conserva-
tion policy. He worked with grassroots
MOvVements across diverse coological sys-
tems in India — from mining-affected com-
munities te displaced grazers, and from for-
esl protection communities to coastal
fishermen’s collectives,

To the Indian public at large, Gadgil is
perhaps best known for chairing the highly
discussed Western Ghats Ecology Expent
Panel, colloquially known as the Gadgil
commission, whose 2001 report delineated
large sections of the Western Ghals as an
ecologically sensitive zone. The report,
which attracted equal volumes of praise and
controversy, was never implemented, but
muchofwhat Gadgil wamed of has cometo
pass — the unchecked economic exploita-
ton of hillsides, forests, wetlands and rivers
has had devastaring impacts on the scology
and communities that live in these beautifiol
miountains, Well before this, he was that un-
uwsual scientist who sought to use his re-
search to bring about real-life change.

Gadgil was born in Pune in 1942 to the
economnist Dhananjaya Gadzil and spent
much of his childhood amidst nature,
whether on his grandfather’s farm in Nag-
puror climbing the hills of Sinhagad. Atan
early age, hewas deeply inspired by the an-
thropologist Irawati Karve and the omithol
ogist Salim Ali, by whom he was
informally mentored.

Hewas a keen sportsman and naturalist
who had, as he often liked ro declare, a “life-
leng love affair™ with the Western Ghats. But
he was equally at home in all pars of the
country. In 1971, after complating his PhD
with E O'Wilson at Harvard (one of the great-
e5t naturalists of all time), Gadgil — with his
wifee, the leading climate scientist Sulochana
Gadgil — returned 1o India, joining the In-
dian Institute of Science in Bengaluru in
1973, There, they embarked on an il ustrious
careerin science, rasing their children Sidd-
hartha and Gauri in the Institute’s green-
wooded campus. In 1983, Gadgil founded
the Centre for Ecological Sciences, oneof In-

dia’s leading centres forecology.

AL the [nstitute, Gadgil launched new
wark on issues as varied as sacred groves
in Maharashra and Karmataka, the dry de-
Ciduous forests in Karnataka and Kerala,
and the sustainable harvest of bamboo by
basker weavers, This work was fundamen-
tal in the creation of the Nilgirl Biosphere
in 1986 and in Jaunching India’s frst wild
elephant census. With the renowned an-
thropologist K C Malhotra, he began a lo ng
collaboration that examined the historical
siuifts in respurce use ofthe pastoral com-
munities of the Western Ghats: and with
the well-known historian and writer Ra-
machandra Guha, he wrole two now-clas-
sic books on India’s ecological history that
have beenused in hundreds of classrooms
across Lhe world —This Fisstired Land,
and Ecology and Equity. The Use and
Abuse of Nature in Contemporary Indic
Gadgll developed guidelines for People's
Biodiversity Registers and created the
Western Ghats Biodiversity Networlk {ar
which point 1 joined him for my PhD),
bringing together college teachers to
document the rich biodiversity of the
Western Ghats

Hewas a keen mentor of 10 PhD sty-
dents, and inspired scores of voung ecolo-
gists and naniralists across the country. His
wark was recognised by numercus Indian
and internatonal awards, including the
Padma Shri, the Padma Bhushan, the Vialvo
Environment Prize, the Tyler Prize for En-
vironmental Achisvement, and, very re-
cently. the UN Champions of the Earth
award in 2024 Gadgil's life and experiences,
his contribution toscientilic research, policy
and practice are far too rich and varied to st
Inaneshort summary. Perhaps the best way
tounderstand his life and work is to read his
autobiography, A Walk up che Hiil: Living
with People and Nature.

In an especially evocative passage,
Gadgil wrote, “the purpose ol scholarship
15 not merely to understand, but todeploy
that understanding towards acrion”
His message imbues us with hope in these
diffteult times.

The writer is direchar, Schoal of Clmate Chamga
and Sustanatulity, Axin Pr't-m;ll.n'rm!\r'srrr
1
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Empowering the Northeast

g
Software Technology Parks of India (STH) has been
at the farefront of driving India's digital transfor.
mation and entreprenewrial growth. in line with
this vision, STPI's OctaME (Open Connectivity
through Technology and Metworking of
Entrepreneurs) initiative is creating a powerful
innovation network across the Northeast, one of
thi country’s most promising regions.

Designed as a cluster of eight Centres of
Entrepreneurship (Coks|, OctaME is catalysing
deep-tech innovation, fostering start-ups, and
building a self-sustaining digital ecosystem that
empowwers local talent to contribute to India's
growing innovation economy. It seeks to bridge
the gap betwean india's established start-up hubs
and the Northeast's emerging potential. The eight
Interlinked Coks focus on technology domains
aligned with local strengths and global opportu-
nities - loT in Agriculbure [Cuwakhati], Animation
(Shillong), AR/VR (Imphal), Gaming and
Enterminment [Aizawl], Data Analytics
and Al [Agartala), Healthcare and
Agritech [Gangtok), Drone and GIS
(ltanagar], and Graphic Design
{Kohimal. Each CoE functions as a spe-
cialised hubwhile collaborating across domains
to foster joint innovation. Collectively, they are
projected to create jobs within CoE facilities as
well as additional apportunities in start-up-led
ventures |n the future, reinforcing the
Governments vision of digital inclusion and
reslilent economic growth.

OctaNE's Incubation infrastructure offers start-
ups end-to-end support, including cutting-edge
labs, co-working spaces, technical mentorship,
markeat access, and Investor linkages. This inte-
grated ecosystem enables entrepreneurs to
reduce capital sk while accelerating innovatlon
and go-to-market readiness. Through this
network, start-ups gain access mot only to knfra-
structure But also toa robust community ofindus
try experts, investors, and academic partners.

Till nevw, STPI OctalE CoEs in the Mortheast have
incubated 257 start-ups, These start-ups have col-
lectively developed 51 working prototypes and
reported 207 inmovative products, The ventures
nurtured by DctaME CoEs have collectively raised
eitemal funding of mone than ¥7.26 crore. In addi-
tion, 89 Inteflectual Property Rights {(IPRs) have
been filed, underining a culture of research-driven
innovation. Start-ups nurtured under OctaNE
showicase the Mortheast's rise as a technology-
driven growth hub, hlending Innovation with
regional stremgths. Each Centre of
Entrepreneurship [(Cok) across the seven stafes
drives transformation through IT, agritect, cre-

ARVIND
KUMAR

The

ative tech, and emerging technologies — creat-
ing impact, fivelihoods, and new opportunities.

In Gangtok, Respiric Healthcare Pvt, Ltd. and
Swiadha Agri are applying technology in health-
care and agriculture. Respirit offers an integrat-
ad respiratory health ecosystem, while Swadha
Agri's mudtilingueal digital platform streamilines
farm-to-fork operations with transparency and
traceability. Deploved in Jharkhand and now
being customised for Sikkim IFFCO Organics,
Swadha has empowered thousands of Farmers
and customers,

Ar Alzawl, gaming start-ups like Looney Dog
Producticns Pt Lid. and GaurawGo Techinologies
Put. Ltd. are redefining enterainment. Looney Dog
has developed games such as Echoes of the Past
and Dark Archer, while CauravGo's SENA
Mayaverse [ets users play and earn, supported by
in-game brand promotions. In Itanagar,
Scraptechies Solutions Pvt, Ltd. bullds affordable
sunveillance and drone technology, while Srajan
Data Analytics Pwt, Lod, develops Al tools o
manitor farms and optimise yields.

Af the Imphal CoE, Double Uppercut Gamies and
Inkrid Studios Pvt. Lid, develop immersive ARJVE
games rooted in storytelling and culture, The
Shillong Animation CoE supports Diffusion G
Production Put. Ltd. in advanced CGE and Baby
lingles Pt Ltd. in crearing engaging children's
fﬂ;lenttl Im Guwvahiatl, Sanus Agro Pt
- Lid, and Poohar Essence Py Lid. are
VWONEET ransiorming agriculture through

i loT-enabled sensors and Al-based
advisories.

The Agartala CoE drives innovation through
Dreambol Pvt Lid 's robadtic cooking platform and
Auradristhii Technologies Pt Lid"s Al-powered
virtual lashion-shoot solution. In Kohima, Lumapix
Creative Studios LLF and Creatvise are buliding
a vibrant design ecosysterm with VFX, animation,
and simplified digital workfows — pasitioning the
Nortfveast as a growing force in India's digical and
Creative economy.

Beyond incubation, OctaME has become a
launchpad for Rrst-generation enrepreneurs, pro-
viding world-class facilities and mentorship
once limited o meropolitan centres. Itencour-
ages students, researchers, and professicnals oo
explore emerging technologies, prototype kdeas,
and solve region-specific challenges,
hefping retain m@lent and drive sustainable
régional growth.

CEaME's Investor Connect initiative links start-
ups wirh venture capitalists, angel investors, and
corporate [eaders, ofering visibility, partnerships,
and capital to scale beyond regional markets,
Today, OCraME is more than an incubation
netwoark — it is helping ransform the Northeast
into India's nexr tech frontier, spreading digital
opportunity through collaboration, innovation,

and inclusion. o .
T b B it @ ssiypioser
General Softwamn B Bardinsky
Techrology Fars of india
&) moPhaser 7
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Gadgil's Communities
Are Natural Allies

For a Harvard-trained scientist working at a top-tier institution
like T1Sc, it would have been easy for Madhav Gadgil to remain
confined to labs, conferences and government panels. But Gad-
gil, one of the world’s most influential ecologists who passed
away earlier this week, thought differently He moved effortless-
ly among these spaces and farmers, forest residents and young
students, patiently revealing the deep, often fragile, connections
between people and nature. Resistinglabels such as ‘pro-conser-
vation’ or ‘anti-development’, Gadgil placed people at the centre
of ecological thinking. He argued that local communities were
not obstacles to conservation but its most vital stewards.
He was also an institution builder and mentor. Gadgil establis-
.. hed Centre for Ecological Sciences at ISc,
1+ and like a banvan tree, he offered shade,
A< .. stability and a meeting ground for genera-
Wit tions of ecologists. He chaired Western
Ghats Ecology Expert Panel, which called
for treating the range as a single ecological
entity and regulating environmentally
destructiveactivities. Thereport triggered
a political storm. But subsequent floods andlandslides In the re-
gion have only underscored the prescience of its warnings.
Among Gadgil’s most enduring contributions was his work
on People’s Biodiversity Registers. Long before ‘citizen scien-
ce’ becamea buzzword, he envisioned communities documen-
ting their ecological knowledge. These registers sought to re-
build fading connections between people and their landsca-
pes, nurturing pride inlocal natural heritage. Inaworld incre-
asingly shaped by climate change, Gadgil's vision of environ-
mentalism— participatory, humane, and grounded equally in
science and justice — remains profoundly relevant. o\ “*
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very spring, thousands of
shillled profiessinnals semes
the world refresh their -
bomes with quiet hope, For
many [ndian engineers, data
sctentists, doctors and architects, the
H-1B visa has never heen just a work
permit 1thas beena bridpe - tooppar-
tunity, global exposure, and often i a
1 planned across continents
A we head inte 325, that bridge is
being redesigned. Mot dismantied per-
hapis— hut A rowed, fortifbed and pri
caddifferent]y Thequestion 5w long:
ar whether the HIB programme will
change, but what it bs changing into,
According tea TBCES report, of the
tidil H-18 applications (ncluding ex
tenslans) approved in FY208, %, or
abhonit LR Lk, were e Tnclian benell:
ciaries Chinesematiarals, nest mline,
sevnunted for roughly AT0 appro
vals, ar 2% of thetotal
Al the same tima, Metion] Founds
tiom for American Policy has poinged oot
that dermamd for the 18 visa from Indi
an:-headpariers] conpenis & decli
fimg In FYes, the top 7 Indb-based
companies had anly 4573 HAB applica-
tions approved for initial empksmnent—
a 0% drop from fisced 2065 and 57% f
wirrthan imflseal N4, Recsivt commeris
i It bans porporate lenders suggest this
trenl will comtimue, Yit, the progrartme
remadnseritically impoctant for fndians
aspiring o work in the U5 — al even
miore s fior those alredy there.
Perhape the muest unsettling sspect
of HAARS feture is mol sy single rule,
bt how policies are now mate. Most
ihgares compe through exeeutieaction
rathes thimn legisiation. CIeating urier

ECONOMICS TIMES (P-4), 10 JANUARY 2026

Is H-1B still a skills bridge, or a gatekeeping tool shaped by politics, price and perception?

the Foot

Eabnry theat peverberates acroes borders.

Recall Trump's procl amation isswed
an Saptember 19, Imposing & projposil
81 1akhentrs foe for H-1E workters, The
e w0 sermble, especially among
vy approsed visa holders, o reach
the U5 within & deys to beat the deadli-
ne. Fliphis were hastily booked — 1o
gistics were stredched to the Hmit
AT B RETS lled I.I]:I-:'H'lH-]FI-
hires not to ravel overseas, The threat
of immediatelegalchallenge led toacd:
litina, with USCIS clarifving thal i
{2 wonld apply andy fo
new  applications B
sthmigted afber Sep.
wember #. But the =
episodeleftomads: po-
licy shocks  can
TOW ArTIVE VET-
night

Curtenily. i
sands of Indiare
find  themsebes
seranhid i Indis duoe to another policy
shifl. My had travelled for short fami
Iy wikits ar personal emepenches Tho
50 reqidring visa samping discovered
that consilar appointments hod been
pacihid back by months

The resscn: mandatory social-me-
i vetting for &l H-IB worloers and
(it depenidents, infroduced from De-
pember 15, XE5, in the name of protec-
Hing “meational interest’ anid ‘nationsd
gaprity’, Comsilates appess urshle to
eope with the warkload, Whether this
reflocts poor planning ar deliberate

fruction iz open tointerpretetion.

The consequenoes are real, Famili-
es remain separated. Rent and utility
bills on Iocleed U8 apartments conti-
fige & pile up Jobs are at cisk, as is
children'sschoaling (including that of
US-citizen children).

Some ampiovears e atiempted da-
mae comtrol. Amazon, which had the
highest wisiber of HAR aporovals in
125 — 14,582 for condimeed empany:
ment and about 4,600 for new rodes —

haz repoctedly allowed eertain stran-
ded emaphoyess to work reméely fram
Indiguntilear-
Tha meH vnsettiing ly March,
aspeect of H-18% Even  then,
future is mot any comipliance
single rule, but how  consireines L-
el palicies are it what
now made — through  woik conikd be
Exeoutive action performesd,
rather than legislation  Few  employ-
€15 can repli-

ciihe this model. The result is nol anly
job logs but redueed productivity, har-
ming American commpanies and, wle
el the US ecomany

For'slnesses planning hivingevcies
anl professhonals planning lives, this in
stabiliey §s corroshve. fmmigration sy
stemms Witk best when they are predie
lable, trarsparest ard slow chamge,
The H-1B hasbecame anything by,

A structural shift i sdso underwy
For decades, the BB operaded thre-
uagh & random Iotery -
fiect. Tt vebaifsly neutmd snd anlin

ked towages, From 2086, that randaom-
ness Eives way 103 wage-weighted oo
Jection system. Higher salaries mean
better odds; Jower-pald roles, mgard-
besz of il ivhermesity; fall Beund.

00 peaper; the logic appears sound:
higher wages slgnal higher skilks. [nre
aliny, the huran sbory & mone cotmples,
By tyingselection probability bo pay, the
HAE risks becoming & visa not for the
‘rnestakibed’ bt for the most expensive
Jobs The programme subthy shifts from
biridging kxbour gaps to engineering a
parthcular labour market outcome

Large opparatioms will adzm. Star
buges, universities, hospitals research fabs
ar] the b mey pot A o this depart:
it of labour's proposal fo raise HAB
wage llnarsacmss kvels, rising complian
o eoets, propossd entry ke and beighte
fiedd serting by DSCES and Department
o Homedand Secarify, and the message
becoimes clear; Mranclal, begal and en
timal engds are rising — for Amsiean
e phovers and H-10 workers &l ke

‘The syatem stll nwvifes talent, hat
an terms that incressingly test endo-
ranee. Thers =a palpahle fear that ini-
tisd i temres could again beshorte-
el a5 they wems during Trump's ear-
lier prosidency, and thei requests for
evidesce: will spike. Hanging over all
af this ks dheunsertainty surmunding
theextarded wovenr Optiaral Practi-
cal Trainimg (CFT) avaikible to inder
mational STEM graduases

More af this supsests reform was
unmessary Alnise mesds checking,
Wate uidercutiing desermved corres
tion. But tnken topether, thess policy
changes prompd a fundamental ques
tian: is H-1H a2l o skills bridge, ar has
il berome a petebzeplagdevic:shaped
by politics, price and pesoeption?

I tevking o protect damestie aor
kers, the US risks shrinking the talegy
pout that has powersd its innovation
eeotnmy In trylng (o engineer owoo-
mes, 18 oy be dizcowraging precisely
the feneability and diversity that global

sk lllsmigration thlses s,

T bna kebhrrimessfiodin rom -

2
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Al enters the classroom, redefining learning and leadership
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Hindi: From civilisational roof to
global connector language

Ak
SHARMA

Languages do not merely enable communics-
tion; they carry the memaory, slrugglos, and
dspirations of a civilisatton. Hindi, one of the
world's most widely spoken languages today,
is not a product of a single era but the result
of a long histarical evolution shaped by cul-
tural exchange, resistance, creativity, and
adaptatlon. World Hindi Day, cbserved annu-
ally on January 10, marks this extraordinary
journey and commemorates the First Warld
Hindi Conference held in Magpur in 1975, which
formally positioned Hindi on the glotal linguis-
Eic map.

The evalution of Hindi can be traced back
1o Sanskrit, the classical language of ancient
India. Over centuries, Sanskrit interacted
with Prakrit and Apabhramsha, gradually
giving rise to regional dialects that would later
consolidate Into modern Hindi. Medieval
Bhakri poets such as Kahir, Tulsidas, and
Surdas used early forms of Hindi to reach the
cammaon people, breaking linguistic elitism
and transforming language into a demaocrat-
ic force. Hindi, therelore, evolved not as a
courtly imposition but as a people's lan-
Euage-organic, inclusive, and adaptive,

During India's freedom strugele, Hindi
assumed an even more decisive
rale. In a colonised nation divided
by geography, caste, and language,
Hindi emerged as a medium of
mass mabllisation. Mahatma Gandhi
believed that political freedom was incom-
plete without linguistic self-respect and con-
sistently advocated the use of Indian lan-
Buages, especlally Hindi, in public life. Leaders
like Jawaharlal Nehru, Subhas Chandra Bose,
and Ram Manohar Lohia used Hindi to artic-
ulzte nationalist ideas, ensuring that the
freedom movement was not restricted to
English-speaking elives but resonated across
villages and towis.

Parallelly, Hindl literature became & mirror
to India's soclal conscience. Wrlters such as
Munshi Premchand exposed social ineguali-
ty and mural distréss; Mahadevi Verma amd
|aishankar Prasad enriched Hindi with philo-
sophical depth and lyrical elegance; Harlvansh
Bal Bachchan brought emotional universati-
ty to modern Hindi poetry, Through literature,
Hindl matured into a language capable of
expressing protest, romandce, spiritualicy, and
ekl eErnity,

Importantly, Hindi's groseh has never been
confined Lo india alone, Foreign scholais ansd
writers have played a crucial role in shaping
irg glohal identity. Max MOller, the German

'(-.[_b: iﬁ;r

Indologlst, stressed the civilisational value af
Indian languages in understanding world
histary, Russian schalars rranslated Premchand
and other Hindi writers during rhe 20th
Century. while universities in |apan, China,
South Korea, Europe, and rhe United States
actively teach Hindi today. This global acad-
EMIC engagement underscores that Hindi is
nat merely a regional language but alanguage
of international cultural relevance.

The impartance of World Hindi Day lie< in
recognising this global journey while reaffirm
ing Hindi's rale at home. In 2 country as lin-
guistically diverse as India, Hindi funcrions as
a link language, facilitating com-
munication witheut erasing
regional Identities. The expen-
ences of countries like China and
south Korea offer a valyable par-
adilel-despite long periods of Western influence,
thelr native languages remain central to zoy
ernance, education, and cultural expression.
India's linguistic plurality similarly proves that
promoting Hindi need not come at the cost of
other languages: coexistence, not com perition,
is the rrue strength of a multilingual nation.

As Indla emerges as a global ecenomic and
cultural force, Hindi stands ar a critical junc-
ture, Its futwre lies not in symbaolic celebration
alone, but in meaningful integration-across
technology, education, diplomacy, cinema,
and digital platforms, World Hindi Day is there-
fore not just a tribute to the past, but 2 call to
action: to ensure that Hindi continues [ evolve
as a language of ideas, inclusion, and global
dialogue-rooted in Indlu_"i civilisation, yet
confidently conversing with the world,
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India’s real Al challenge is not technology, but skills recognition
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India’s medical education at a crossroads

b
v

MANISH ﬂlﬁﬂﬂ

A powerful new book drawing on reg-
ulatory experience, court records and
on-ground data has brought attention
to the future of medical education in
India, while examining the effective-
ness of reforms. Authored with insider
clarity, the book — Under the Scalpel:
Reviving India’s Medical Education by
P Sesh Kumar-examines the journey
from the scandal-ridden Medical
council of India {MCI) to the National
Medical Commission (NMC), and ques-
tions whether India's race to expand
medical seats is sacrificing quality,
equity and human wellbeing.

At the heart of the book lies a searing
critique of NEET, India's single
high-stakes entrance examination,
While acknowledging that NEET
reduced corruption and introduced a
national benchmark, the author argues
that its over-reliance has turned medical
admissions into a "gladiatorial contest”.
Students begin preparing as early as 13,
often enduring 14-hour coaching days,
crippling anxlety and emaoational isola-
tion. Kota, India's coaching capical,
EMerges as a tragic symbol-where at
least 26 student suicides were report-
ed in 2023 alone, writes Kumar. The
book warns that this is not an anomaly
but “the tip of a mental health iceberg”
that policymakers continue to ignore.
The crisis deepens after MBBS, he grimly
notes in the book, adding: "Each year,
over one lakh graduates compete for
barely 74,000 postgraduate seats, half
of which are in private colleges charg-
ing up to 71 crore for popular speciali-
ties.” For middie- and lower-income stu-
dents, the book notes, this turns aspi-
ration into a ransom demand, A single
error in MEET-PG, Kumar argues, can
derail years of effort, forcing many into
forced breaks, foreign migration or
career abandonment.

While the government highlights
seat expansion as a success-MBBS
seats rising from 83,000 to over 1.18
lakh, and PG seats from 42,000 to
74,000 — the book asks a sobering
guestion: are we mass-producing
degrees or competent doctors? He
further states that “inspections of
newer colleges reveal low patient
loads, skeletal faculty and inadequate
laboratories”. *Super-speciality seats
remain abysmally low, with fewer

Mm—=mx XOoOoOm

than 2,500 DM/MCh seats nation- 1]

wide, leaving nearly B0 per cent of
specialist posts in district hospitals
vacant,” he adds in the book.

Faculty shortages form another fault
line, the book reveals, Becoming a pro-
fessor reguires nearly a decade of
post-MD experience, yet colleges have
multiplied rapidly. To address this,
the NMC liberalised faculty and infra-
structure norms-allowing visiting
faculty, reducing bed requirements
and easing laboratory standards. While
this helped expansion in resource-
poor districts, the book warns it has
also opened the door to comer-cutting
and "desk-based inspections”, raising
fears of diluted clinical training.

The book also examines the NEXT
(National Exit Test]-envisioned as a
single exam for MBES exi, licensure and
PG admission. Despite being legislated
in 2019, NEXT has been repeatedly
deferred, leaving students trapped in
regulatory limbo. Attempts to Impose
it retrospectively were challenged in
court, further eroding trust.

A major section of the book is
devoted to regulatory failure and cor-
ruption. Desplie biometric attendance,
CCTV mandates and digital audits,
ghost faculty and fake patient data
persist, "Between 2021 and 2023, over
40 medical colleges faced derecogni-
tion, with many cases reaching the
Supreme Court. Alarmingly, recent CBI
raids — not NMC inspections-exposed
inspection scams across multiple
states, raising uncomfortable ques-

tions about internal vigilance,” Kurmnar
reveals in the book.

The book also highlights inequity in
geography and access. Nearly half of
India‘s medical colleges are comcentrat-
ed in just five states, while populous

and high-burden regions like
Bihar and Odisha lag far behind.
Meanwhile, high fees and opaque
counselling leave thousands of seats
vacant each year — avallable on
paper, unaffordable in practice, This
is a telling revelation by Kumar on
the nagging challenges faced by

India's medical educatlion system.

Perhaps most polgnantly, the
book documents the desperation
driving Indian students abroad.

Hundreds were expelled mid-course

from foreign universities in 2025,

with no refund, no transfer and no

protection-turning medical dreams

inte fimancial ruin. Kumar cites
examples from Russian medical col-
leges where a nexus of agents and
administrators makes students take
admissions in excess of capacity, only
for them to be expelled after rwo
years on filmsy grounds. From Kenya
to the Fhilippines, from Russia to
China, and from Bangladesh to Iran,
over a lakh medical aspirants leave
India to fulfil their dreams. Sadly, only
10 per cent of them pass examinations
in India to obtain a licence to practise.

This should be a wake-up call for
administrators and India’s medical
education czars that reforms are still
half-baked and objectives far from
achieved. In Its concluding chapters, the
book calls for sanity alongside scale:
unified national counselling, a US-
style residency match, integrated
health-education governance, mental
nealth support for aspirants, curriculum
harmonisation across boards, and
relentless regulatory oversight. The
message is stark: meritocracy and
transparency must be non-negotiable,
or India risks repeating the very failures
that led to the MCI's collapse.

As India seeks to become a global
healthcare powerhouse, the book
serves as both a warning and a
roadmap-reminding policymakers that
in medical education, the true cost of
failure is ultimately paid in human lves,
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Whose English is it?

A inderviess with FLT expert Alan Maley on nefive-speakerism in English
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Active educational loan accounts in TN. decline drastically

The mumbier rediseed Trom over £ aklin FYIG to abot 3 lakh in FY25
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~ AI Readiness:

reparing and aspiring

youth for vibrant Viksit Bharat

r

T. SEMTHIL 5IVA
SUBRAMAMIAN

Al: Industry ready India —
il CASE
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S0AR — Al readiness
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Hpapan aand payges il Wy s
awaieieas, Bl heamong aid
ik b yunatli s puisgun e agalimt
ihe ol changes aiid bl
Bl Pl (LI LIA T S

Al digital public (nfrastniciun
far ¥iksit Bharal

Jomidia 1% saparily LRV ESLLAE

af  buoilding Digiral Public
rnfrastrociures such a5 the Data
Centres ard Centre of Dcellencein
aatificiad inceltigence chereby drivifg
alir nakion towands Amrit Kaal.

Al is slowly. steadily. and
seamlessly integrated inro
classrgom teaching by Central
peard of sacondary Education
[CBSE] through adapting besl
praclices of 4 sirong learning
framewerk such as saperientlal
Iparnang ard project-hased leamieg.

Al Skill Mission

Al is heing Impegrated inpba skill
India initiatwes such as Pradhan
Mantri Kaushal vikas Yojana 5.0,
i manal Appre ntioeihip Embedded
pegree program, Crafisman
Training thraugh Indwsreial
Trainirg instinabe (Tl and National
Tralnirg Inseingtes.

LOAR forms The corhersione
for different stakeholders
especially The studs i Innevatars
o [ranstormm fram cheir classroom
ta laboratory e chiplels
through [orused piabliem sohiimg.
eritlcal thinking and Cufiosicy
hased kearming.

Thie [ioee ring iRiAaTives such a5
iclia Al Thinkpreners, S india
Hackathm, ol Sl compedita,
imspire Manak, |des Delence
ppavation ©hallenge has devel
pped] AmMarg (RINE AMeng ot
therelwy desedog customaned ML
Hisns. Al i o honges di Algarithim
| warmaputer Ir's [ransforming
varkery al problem stageawent 10
imcli inpa didea Do prooolype 1
proslact leading o merease 1he
yaliie af Lab o Marker

Al Way forward 2026

pinia 1x- ki o R il Bokd
Py i 202 Ehaigh the Launch
il AL BRIcT SeimEin sk anioand
spnigleiils, el B, IAAT0EE,
sty prasoitioners, and
EEREIE RS ] ss the lohe:

WniE ih b el nnlilo indieiny islErisee
jwugrins B Ecutdn Cullage ol Soeme
Tertavakagy, Matvare (R
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FIRST LINE OF DEFENCE

Indiamustraise climate
custodiansinitsschools

Climate resilience cannot
be built by policy
alone. Itshould be
introduced as a part of
foundational learning

SHUMLA BOSE

ndia i living through a moment of
extracrdinary ecological fragility.
VEry summer i lsatter than thie last,
EVETY MOnEion mare unpredictable,
and every news cycle carries a stary af
wamishing wetlands, dying lakes, or for-
515 cleared for development. Just the
ather day, one read the hearthreaking
newsalaherd of ebephants being mowed
dosm bry the Rajdhanitraon. Onecanask
fuestions about who was introding on
whase rerritony.

Climate change has become the
glent backdrop of our daily lives. Yet
our educational approach sl reaes
environmenial leaming asa peripheral
topic - A chapter in a texthbook, 4 it
be memorized, or & one-day “emviron-
ment awareness” programme. Whar
we need, instead, i profound
shiftin mindset: climate education must
begin at the age of fve. Waiting unril
adplescence or adulthood m mmoduce
ecological thinking is not just neffective;
it s irresponsible i :

Much of the world is now trying o
retroftclirmate eoucation inmo its school
mmawrnﬁmmnmcm
menitally conacious, integrated climate
literacy into carly childhood education
ondyafter decades ofecological degrada-
tion. Fintanid's celebrated Matonal Core
Curriculum, which embeds ccological
Morways tradidon of it - out-
door lifeasa pedagogical approach—are
the results of learming born from Joss.
The LKs recene Narure Park initative,
taunched tobring biodiversity mapping
anvd climate lireracy into schools, came
after dramatic declines in species and
forest cover, Inthese nations, nature ed-
(cALOn i i COFTECTivE, A way [ refir
damage thathas already taken place.

[ndia still has spmething precious

— jts forests, coasial ecosysIemes,
!:':'Tﬂﬂnds.iﬂdaﬂtﬂﬂihlﬂﬂ e
¥ =T
Bt these ":mﬁwmﬂ_ﬂﬁﬂ FSCL) has 1o
pe-third of Indin’s
i_mﬁ'ﬂ.‘&.l'ﬂli The
gemenit TEIes stecp
. ; | haahalais Arross
declines in @fﬂﬁh;rﬁu wWstern Ghats,
ahcsubﬁﬂﬂ'ji:'f"" districtsisshock-
bitat oSS nd B0% 1w
Loy high, berween T0%2

donotculivate o ourchildrena mﬂ[
belemyging tothenansralworkd, nopolicy,
mission, or strategywill beenough,
"The most compelling reason w begin
climate education early comes from
develogmental peychology and neure-
science, Research by scholars such as
Losise Chenela shavws that early expe-
riemces with nature strangly i
Fm—mﬂmmenu] antiudes in adult-
il Children who develop exnotional
affinity with the namral word are far
e likely to grow inte adultswhocon-
“ETve, Protect, and advocabs. Newroso-
ence also reinforees that empathy = for
hiumans, andmals, and -hias

ECOSYEIEIE
a tevelopmental wincow in early child-

Isseed, BF thae wiridenw is missed, behay.
irural change becomes more difficul
later, Inatherwords, the foumdations of
emvironmental responsibility misst be
fadd before the ape of seven.

Srudies in Nerure Ciimare Charge
s thatevenpramary-sehool childeen
can eamprehend the basic patterns of
climate clsange when taught terough
abservation and storyelling, More im.
portantly, theyintermalise these lessans
ematiomally, They connect their own
dhaily expenences < heal, ram, polluted
lakes. disappearing birds - 1o broader
erviponmental shifts. To them, clinme
change & notan absracton, but some-
thingtheywiness.

Hivwever, urban chiddhoed today i
Frved s ceinent, sereens, and maf-
fic. Many children have never walked
Ieircfoot on grass, watched 3 butrerfly
emerge, o soen aclear night sy, Their
wbess o o river is @ polluted canal: their
understanding of A lake iz a fenced, al-

vered reserwir. When nature
becomes a distant comeeps rather than
a bved reality, the instingt 1w protect it
weakens. Thissagenemtional problem.

[t wns inresponss b teese nealities
tharwe created Partkrnan Chéypen, ana-
mire schaool for underseryed children

Miamy of our children live mdense slum
COAnETAnites with no i!l:'l:ﬁﬁ-.tﬂ‘ il
. Their senseof ecology s

scarcity: of clean water, clean air, or
Erm la:usly For them, nature education
mast be experiential and immersive.
The learning happens outdoors, Chil-
dren observe plants, insects, birds,
and soil; they track changes in rainfalk
they learn how lakes breathe and how
waste travels; they grow and care for
native species; they watch compost be-
come soil. Showly, they begin 1o notice
patterns. They begin to ask questions.
They begin o care. These ransforma-
thons come et from lectures, bur from
dlaily eomitact and emodional connection,

The window is closing

The ideas to create a generation of cli-
mexte custodiane; children who do not
e At ag peparate from themsehes
st a5 part of their identrty. We canno
buxdld a rezilient futuse il congervation
remains the domain of sciendsts and
policymakers alone. India needs a ct-
zenry that mtuitively understands why
trees matter, why witer hodies need
protection, and why biodiversity is not
decorative but essential This shift re-
quires mass envirommental literacy, not
can anly be built inschools.

The National Education Policy 2020
already einpliasies experiental learm-
ing, curiosity, and foundational skalls.
Climate education should sic a1 the
centreof thisvishon. Imagine a future in
which everyschoal -urban or rural -has
a beodiversity garden, a weather
ahservation log, a compasting comer,
or astudent-run nanre journal, 1f India
integrates climate learming into the cur-
eeham from pre-primary years, it can
produce a peneration more equipped
o face and solve the environmental
challenges ahead than today's adults
EVET W,

The windaw for action is small, 1f
e witit unill deforestation wocelerates
[url:hg!:' ar until elirmie shocks deepen,
Wt will be lefe eeaching children about
ceosyitems that no longer exist. We i
THIEC A BEneTarion that grows up seeing
ﬂ:-enwmmnnmmmam:rm:qr
ic it as a living, bresthing pam of their
iy lves. Wi can raisecitizens wiwwill
Fightfor cvers. froes, forests, nnd spevivs
becauise they grew i loving then. The
(UCSTICT 15 10 whether we can afford
io bring climate education into early
chaldhood, The queston b5 whether we
cain afbordinat e

{The fwwtter & vhe fomder gead CEO
arvhe Periforora Humraniy Frurdamom,
eifeiily rupty Payskrmin Choygery, @ Rtk E‘q?
sefesefar wmderserved ol d"m‘-'ﬁ,.'_',,tﬁr‘x
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" #
Course suspension
undermines equality

National Medical Comimissson (NMUC) s decisssn tno
withdraw itz permission for the 202526 MBRS barch

in the Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Institute of Medical
Excellence in Jammu and Kashmir is wrong and clearty
driven by non-academic considerations. [t is 1o be noted
that theeourse received the NMC nod just four months ago,
after the infrastructure and amenities in the college were
found o have met the stipulated standards. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had, in 2016, inaugurated the state-of-the-
art super speciality hospital attached 1o the college. The
commmisson, after a hurried visit to the college this momth,
cited inadequacyin “faculty strength, clinical material. and
infrastructure™ to withdraw the approval. This followed
3 protest by Hindutva groups against the preponderance
of Muslim students in the first barch~ 42 in a class of 50.
These students secured admission in the college after
appearing for the National Eligsbility-cum-Entrance Test
[NEET). They earned their seats on meritina nabonal-lev-
ol examination. But the admission of a higher number of
Muslim students led to protests from Hindutva outfits,
who formed a resistance group on the matter. The pro-
testing students were backed by
the BJP, and the matter was tak-
e 1o Lieiitenant Governor Manao)
Ginha. One argument put forward
by thee Hindutva groups is that edu-
entional mstitutions established by
the S Mata Vashng Devi Shrne
Boaidare funded throughofferings
maade o Mara Vitshine Desi, Butthe
achmiissbons were done based on es-
ratished rules and procedures, and
thecollege s notdefined by lawasa
prdea Y Ins s
Mo MM succommbed s politscsl
prressure arisang from communal
comsiceritions towithdraw the rec-
oggrition it had granted to the college Trviokuie] the besties
ubatory noms and practices ina decesion that goes 1881 154
scadenmie suioney. 10 an act of discrmmtion hasexton
religson aned a viclation of the Constitutionl !:I.I.j.l_lfl.'ll.'l.'lnl'l
cuputlity. Thie NMU dich oot ssue o show- cause note 10 vhe
colbege before the withdrmwal of permassion, ol thereEsis
prnvstony foon apapel, The devison agamss oo e st P
pin e poechienl educatmn o Bedibase m boasbuniis

cunnters promsses made v the people of the Union Ter
iy, fublowang the abooation of Arteke 570, that their
st ests wnild b protecied and proisesd. iosdermenes

i e iy il £ BB s oegenilintoiy boady, Whilbe thers
i v teraccornmpslate the studenss moother colleges, it
will ot right the wrong thae has been commutted. Itwould
anly underiine the unjustness of the commissson's decision.
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A Bill that reimagines higher education regulation

o0&t Tvalhmar i bis HOth Thinskam)

5 Educatinn impartad is uselss,

mlu:m ane learms how 1o lve with the
oy

The Kations Educaton Follcy (NEF) 2000
inbernda o peoviche thal hodlsnc edacation that
teschuis one b b socisBy relevant.

T eneeare that the vigion o Wisll Elaras 2047
= achieyved, Indiy pesd citizens wiho can lad
from here. The Yiksit Blarat Shikshs Adlishisan
Bill, 20628, winich wis Etrodiced in e Lok Sabba
on Decembaer 15, 2025, afme to make (his g pealicy
and help retmagioe ndis higher educarion
[T "

Meed for champe
Why ks there 2 need for this? india's higher
educarion system has expanded rapidly, spanning
el a LOD unbversiites, tens of thousands of
instivutioms, and crones of leamers. But,
regulazion has pot evelved & the same pace.

iplie statubory bodes with averka

h'.fnmﬂammdapm

nspecoons and compliance than offten pulls
Ewlinations ewsy from teaching, ressancy wnd
mm.mummw-mm s
mq}unumr-ﬁammulhch:lnnu
o priaritise ' cren camromes and
MQHMMMIE.MN
update curricola quickly. Instifutices fisd
themeelves apending a disproportionale #foeT an
*prooess” ralfver thin
mmﬁmdﬂﬂam&dhi
“Hight bur tight™ famework — EETONE oR

Crani and sandards, but minim on
prccadigral Buirden, while prealer
aulnomy fo well-parfomaing . Thiz

Billi= a sinaciural siep in this dnecoian, I;Tulh:dhl
regizoe fragonemed oversight with coor
standards sEegmiined regulaticn, and eredible

HINDU (P-6), 13 JANUARY 2026

is D recion,
Inihan |relibits

of Techerdogy
KT Hadras

The fight but

hl Framework
thie Viksat

Rharat Shiksha

Adhishban Bill

I will

trarsform

higher

el Licstio,

and also India

cquality mesarance. Anchoeed in Entry 66 (Union
Ligty ol the Sevenih Schadule, the Bill creates an
aresd umbrella by, (i Vikak Bharat Shiksha
Aclhighthen, with thnes sejuarsse coundls for
regpalation, sccrechtaiion amd srandards. This
clear division of rolis sims w Emprove credibiiny
and rechuce comilicts of inberess, 1 also proposes
repealing thres ki Aftx — thi Linbversity Granes
Comamizson Act, 1056, ke AR Indlia Councll For
Technical Educabon At FHET, mnd the Mariceal
Cowmicil for Teaches Edocation Aud, 1993 = o
unify and modernize the mgalalory ardsicran,
bringing relevant higher edcation instiniioee
mpder & Hngle framework for coordinssed
seacwlard-setting aml overaighd,

Flnally, it emve ges a tedhinologserabled
almgle windosy systemn bailk on poblic sl
disclnsire, where irstitutions paohlizh key
Infermation on , Fnances,
infrestruciure, fandcy, programmes and
pubcamiss, thus enahling contimaces
transparescy and forming the basis far
accreditatio and fublic sooooedshin.

The impact
The B could trigies e Pagh-iniguac
oniccenes. First, it can ensble yoath
emporwerment ar scale. A streamimed
Tasstecape can expand arcess to qualiny
insrimitions and ralse dve Oross Enralment Eafo
by el hotrlenecks that slow down
capacity-building and prograntise spanson,
Wiare importangy, @ can sidil institutioeal

Brl.h‘.:.m ;:I wr:ﬁ!&dlmdwn acdemic
quakiny overall leaming experience of the
| I'Ll,ghu' eduration irstinsons. Wish rahist

privance redress, they Become activé
wlakehodders mdmmmﬁ?ﬂwm
reward goad goeEmance, &N P imsiTiu
hﬂww“@’“mﬁm

‘mobliny of leameers and fzoaly,
coliaboative pesiarch and help Bndisn
instinsions altract interurional stodents and
Eaculiy while also retaining indian talent.

Third, rtunmndtm:lup:m:rmnedlmuah

Iil:l:l:lnl.l:l:ﬂ.:ll:l.lz
rtp.d.'ﬂ:l.nn hﬁﬂnmmﬁw
system can feduce discretion and

ENCOUrEgR miegrity, and improve
predistabilicy o Bsbtutdons. Public dipclosare,
el mningful and audied,, crestes 3 colbore
'-fnelnn:uemd.rmmnmd Aubomcmmy
firr well-performing instinsions and nstinatgons
of emiresce can then become 2 wol Se
excellencr; comisom standards with

ﬂ:mﬂnmwcmmmmm

I peerspshctie
Ammanirbharta in bigher education i achievd
innovate respemsibly and femain accounable o

afigning
starslands, repdation, and acoreditation Indo g
ﬁﬂluﬂuﬂmm;mu“hﬂ
bruild exaeily the kind of citirers thar i
eovisiomed. b

= i



Admin
Typewritten Text
HINDU (P-6), 13 JANUARY 2026

Admin
Typewritten Text


A

e A "E%—:?: S
DESHKAAL

R LA e T T ee -
sonaliny develiprent
thrcisgh the o of farting.
Abookwith vikeant illustra-
rions oot e s nniss ol
1 yring girl. Maithili. with cote yes con-
Mictiat monstars. & wondless spory about
thsSan, pormyed asa ying moman in the
Monbeast. Anengapng iREI0cdon focur
dvers through myths, steekes and drmwings.
And g stansingg an ook that inirduces
chilldren (o4 Fodam Irchian gl iseern

fon will fied sl ihese and handreds ol
Sfher innivacive books for ehiidnen of all
apes aF e ongaing Warrld Book Fair s the
natieeral eapial, Core oo Fall & theught-
Pally &2t mpart freen the rest afl the ex-
hibsitions Chilkdnen's Dok reid Their cwm

fust pm e ladl e o, eas will Bare o
m::umnrdham Ay -
micks, dixlipe decorabad paviions and beg
jrokdishe s, Fou do W be disteacred
try glosey Impoatid seudl, ‘bag-stendard
Engleh fictiom weith blomd fairies, the same
ol Panchatantr oaks mmd Arsar Choirs
Watkei thar voi grew upwith, oz actie
iy rendd deprwsirgg Boa b, and lots and fots ot
el aninnal enarerial” guissanteed i s
i e Test smnk for your child.

Fhyeas iy ol b wkeless, bul youcin
arderEhem oniine. You don't go Lo a book
{atr farehem. You go there o sasple new
arsd] xeaive wiokK. ¥ou gothen: inssasch
albessdes thal Tielp develoqatene for read:
ey wiri b g ansd beaiegg Bor chiidnin ur
sovud nchiesel Ty vickeers s reeld, Yera goabere
i pxen ey chilldgen 1 1Relr conbesd
e ko ey, myptne, doeizsand meal Hbe
4l s vast soheontinent — whese they
e prewing un oda o Ehese e DhEkle dhe
curirsivy sfid cregtivity of a child who ls
o fivee waih arcificsl intelllgence. In mher
wapds, you g dke [oF Indlan books,
writen lor Indasn childen, preferablyin

INDIAN EXPRESS (P-15), 13 JANUARY 2026

In the age of reels, a literary renaissance
that connects children to their roots

oneol U lndian Dnguseges.

Wuhee sty e Jeo kg Tor, hite's
i good news. Indian children’s linem-
mure |5 going through a ranalssance. &t

magan with Indian books in English. furd,
poing by what 1 an des L Hindl, [ seemis
inbespreadingthniugh Indian lasgniges.
It amewcking time o be an suthog an -
lustraion, a publisher — sl a pesder — of
Nreratu e for chibcren s yoong rduits
ok WAk 1o start with the mnckest slall
af Papag, o much-mesded inlilaive of te
Tals Trazs Forche nst frop oS, thisinest
Jas pnpotnesd an ansuil Parag Honour
Lise " earsted colleetion of auistanding
bescien ir Engglish sond in Hind forchildien
and young adulta”, The good thing & 1he
thiesy aka T paablish o thefs o ded Ehere-
fore b0 not e pete vwith orker publ isteers.
mmm:-mdmup.-rrdmmmnm--
recta fio oo, i Wit oo plck
upﬂulrlml.l.-fmmur List— k=
3125 — and, ifposslive; th i foe
phe Bast five VR, You Can eoess
froenlive al weanparsgmeadi i S0

it {5 an exciling dme e De an
mathar, an illustradorn, &
pubfisher —and o reader

" WAON R CA SRR
thieir stall, incheding s by pubilidhees
By ook and Tulfen that da nat s
2 szl o B o, i tdd Sk eancin o
direoedy o th prablisTiers,

Tha st exciing sl is happerning in
trutian Erglish. as cofemba clsromearswho
i Ty, Wt vl hawe fastous autbor-#-
Inerratordha ik Julia Domalkdsos el s
St el Gl adn e, bt G50 e
dieand Bajiv Expeane fnchingt mthat dinec-
e, Wi thes oy o Asssru. the music-
faving beasi, Frarhinm Boales s Talika
Bk olfor syl Chee sy selecticn i 2atly
Andveery PEUnE nereders i p loage sEvED. Witk
sipryuis goecdd £k fropn Duckbill and Pulfis
af wedl. Foor -lis S o2 nagers, you tan
bz check ol HarperCodlim, Speaking
Tiger, I Foolks nred Kol ks, Unlike
mosl olEsers, Frotham Bonks also olfkrs
trartsbartores b ol e Brediom Pangveigis,
Earvdi Tolkes hais shiirie d B
i, [ associ nion wlith Peopde's
Archive ol Rural Indiv of real-life
srarees froam all corrers of piral
T Artisl lias oo ot weills

[oar. whs Lk Snicludies RS books, of Bleraruse F{I-I'l;hlih'ﬂ'l. ﬂ.'-:lT-n::-.lp.;Jsi.l:r'l:-:-:lh-:l o Brnlisn
dne:urliﬂhfwﬂupmdﬁu pat, inclindling basaks on Gaissh
eanaring 34 publishera. Many ol and yoong adults Py il S Raza.

thcd iz Boos are also renllabie in

BuL lor me jake yos e Twe

salia el e vl g e, Thseofler es-
ceptinnal chilidren's kool s Hindl. Thess
ara hesidas the tvo izl cuclets, ha Ha:
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s, P for enrly readéss. and Cror for
yeneny sl
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Hoshargshad Science Teaching P
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ol i beer ol ecterc edbacation. o sl
WELTHL U Dok Ak R Tk remed nood b o
ersence. baided books on educalcn Ll
iy i Bt poresis can heefEL B, For
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el sspecially iy ks childrenalong
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civikdren's ok ass where lemapination
heamme toanlic
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Global mability is
shrinking. india's
will

response
decide whether
this becomes o
moment of loss—
of ¢ genarafional
oppartunity

End of Easy Exit?
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As global mobility tichtens, India’s real test is creating an innovation ecosysiem &:_'.I’IETE’
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As India moves steadily toward its aspiration of becoming a develaped nation, an uncomfo
strong character at the core of soclety,

RAVI CHANDER
KOCHHAR

Dver the 1ast decade, under the dymamic
leatership of Hom'lle Prime Minister She
Harendra Modi, Indla has wimessed remarkabls
pragress acreds multiple dimensions. We have
seen significant improvements in Infrastrscture,
defence capabilities, healthcare, the *Maks in
India" midative, and many other Belds, These
effirts have progefied owr nation tewards the
goal of bécoming 3 deweloped country in the
foreseeabie future, India's economic growth has
been rabust. placing us as the fifth-largest
economy in the warld. With this momentum,
it 5 only 8 mather of fime before Indla attalng
the status of @ fully developed nation,
Howewer, songside this Impressive progress
lies & pressing challenge-one that threatens m
undermine the natlonal visiar This challenge
Is corruptior, and it demands wigent athention,
Despite rapid maodernisation, cormaption has
permeated deep inta the social fabric of cur
nacion. Recent Enforcement Directorate (D)
rabds Acrods varous sectors have revealed
shcﬂ:ing amaunts of unaccounted cash, jew-
ellery, and Incriminating documents. These find-
ings Indicate thar earning beyond kKnown
means has, unfortunately, become n{rrm:hed.
More slarming is the audaciny with which some
indisdduzlz demand bribes openheover the
fable-withious fear ar hesitalion. ;
This scenatic calls for nadanal introspection.
A the heart of the probdem es not menely
palécy or gavernance, but s mare fundamen-
tal requirement: character buibding. For India
b brudy Aclvance, Every citizen musl embrace
initegriny, honesty, and s ponsi bl by, Character
building i nat & shart-term proajece; |T_|5 A gen-
eratbonal effort. The current gEneralicn may
take thme to understand (e bmpartance, but
unbesy this foundational change 5 |MLE';"“ e,
past may e compronmised,
1uEru|$: P:l?utn“ rmlz; ke embraced by ey
segmient of saclery, cutting sorods PERNOMIC
classes, soceal groups, and politcal affiliae-
ticns. Al political parties, irrespecthve of idesd-
oFy, must recognise that inculcabing SArong

waltses and civic sense incitgens is not aption- E;””“’ 3::15?;5;1“&&3;9& uade the |ndivid

al-#t ix a national imperative, Only when char- | o If cltizens are well sducated in tivic vahies

Acter becoases {t_rural to owr callective HJE:II . dplppoiey wiewoiild 588 an iImmediate rransfarmaan

tity can India ;;,:;emi; couinbd amang the @ wirouhRis Peupll,'w:.lld Tefrain fram thiawing garbage
LARTLRAL T D > L

m,:_:,:;:.:?;r:l :,Ij:-i;en'rr:qu'irfml!'ﬂl: i5 thir devel . The Fioasat :,zﬂrsl,lﬂqndma:'zﬁjlr;ﬁI:f;;p:::ﬁnﬂlg pFqu:IlI!r

opment of chdic 25ise, a quality that appears oo spaces, Such simple changes would creare

nrfhe dimindshing rapidly acnoss bogh urban and tﬁfm:um. healthier resribourtigeds and

risral landscapes. 10 1S enfomunate 1o witness '
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Character building: A national imperative

COUMNTRIES SUCH
AS JAPAN AND
SINGAPORE OFFER
VALUARLE
LESSONS IN CIVIC
EDUCATION. FROM
A YOUMNG AGE,
CHILDREEN ARE
TRAINED TO BE
RESPONSIBELE
CITIZEMS, THEY
CLEAN THELR
CLASSRODMS,
RESPECT PUELIC
SPACES, STAND IN
QUEUES, AND
SPEAK POLITELY.
THESE EARLY
LESSONS CREATE
ADULTS WHO ARE
RESPECTFLL,
CORMEIDERATE,
AND DEEPLY
CTAC-MINDED

widespread disregard for basic public Fygiene
and ciyic respansibiity, Brom lictering streets
10 SPiILing paan indiscraminasely, fram ignar-
ing traffic rules ta erecring itlegal billbaards,
the examples ane endlexs. Municipal wockers
often neglect their dutins, while many clbzends
Tail o rezpacy shaned Spaces. Thigse beéhaviours
reflect a lack of sensitivicty towards athers and
acasual aoceptance of dizonder,

For this reasan, Che calivacion o Chvilc sense
maist begin earty-in play schoals, primany
schaeds, serandary sthoals, and uikiversicles.
Chitc educalion shauld be an integral part af
iR cuermiculum, fWughl consistently at dadhy.
weskly, or monthly intervals.

rtable truth persists: without integrity, civic responsibility, and
material progress alone will remain incomplete.

& more pleasant envicanment. The physical
transformation of our surrcundings can
wEgger a psychological and cuBural shis as
well

ConEider cities Hke Mumbal, whene despirg
heswy monsoons, Aocding is relatively can
trolled companed to oiher major cities such
&5 Defhl In Delhi, even a single heawy devn
pour often results in waterlogging, especial-
Iy In bow-lying areas, ceusing massive traffic
jams. These jaims Srequently escaace Info rosd
rage incklents, anguments, ard éven physical
altercations. Much al this chaos stems rom
poar civic habits-blocked drains duye mw
Barbage, reckless driving, and 3 lack of traffic
discipline.

Countries such & fapan and Singapore offer
wakiable |essens in civic sducarion From a
young age, children are rrained to be respan-
sible citizens. They clean their classrooms,
respect public spaces, stand in quaues. and
speak poliely. These early lessons create
adults wha are respeciful, cansiderare, and
deeqly Civie-minded Their socletlés functian
smzathly because people value order, disci-
plire, and the colioctive good,

IMindia baging such foms today, it may take
8 decade of more [0 =& fangible resuits,
Howeder, wiian teday's newborns Eraw into
L=2nagers amd young adults, thay will nanral-
by recognise what is right and wrong, They will
iske bester chofoes 107 themsalves, thedr fam-
ilies. and socieny, This is thie aily sustainable
path bowards building a SErONE, progressive
natian.

At thar adimingstrative leyel EOVRITIMERLS
meist alst Cake proacive sbeps, Every stane
should indroduce competithe pragrammes e
FACoURAgE clean and wellmanaged cities

From ministers ta mibicijl

Teachers, 1o, must be rained and
sensktised bo this respon sl bilicy.
fipah private and puablic insticy-
tions must moorporate strgcred
programmes that nurture d5c)-
pling, cleanliness, empathy, snd respomsibil
Iy [rams 2 young age

A child's leamning begins at birth, The exvi-
ronmient in which a child Erows-abat they see,
hear, ERpETRENCE, arnd nhiesveshapes their
persemality. Children possess immenss chisar-
wations skdils and adaptabilicy. INibey are pur-
fuired in an eiwiranmang that emg hasises gocs)
hatbts, civlc respensiblliny, and ethical he
faur, these Gualities will remain with them far
e The seeds of good character mist be sgwn

d loneer
ht?j] lone

workers, accauntabifity mist
b enforced, A eficials should
b stakehodders in this rramsion
MAtan. ensuring rthat cleanl-
] ness, iscipline, and civic
responsibiliey arg ypheld AL Evany lival.

Iredia™s large papulatian is ofren BN &5 A
challenge, Bist it can dlsa be our greatest
STRnEh. Once we colfectively decide to bring
dbout positive change, the mmpace will be
eatracedinary, &% examples from Singapone
ardl Japan demonsirade, disciplingd cleizins
ram consplerely cramckama nacan s image aimd
linctianing.

The faisrney towards & more responsible
socigry beging with the firss step, I eack -
widual taiees respansihiling far thedr surtaund.
iy, onheers will nacurally foliaw. Afver all, wisa
oS 1AL want 1 live ina cheai oright, and
Deastful environmen

; Stanting roday, with Comimitment and con-
shitency. India can build A fature BETRrECIon
grourded in strang character ang enriched '
cwlc values-ushering m 3 more ethical,
arderly, and prosperaus nation. o
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Medical college admission controversy fuels

PIONEER (P-9), 13 JANUARY 2026

fresh polarisation in Jammu and Kashmir

ANIL
ANAND

The Shri Marta Valshno Dev Instituce of Medical
Excellence [SMVDIME], bocated in the foothills of
the revered shirine of Mata Vaishoeo Devi at Katra,
has been dragged into a controversy that was
seemingly svoidable. The barely six-month-old
medical college has suddenky been sought tobe
made an instrument of communal polarksation,

The controversy has erupted ar a time when
fammu and Kashmir is struggling on all vonts
o oomie b e with the falkout of the August
5,209 constitutional changes, which by and lame
have not augured well either for [ammu and
Kashmir or for the UT af Ladakh, as reflected in
subsequent develospments. 1L is rare that a con-
trowersy over the selection of candidates-done
in this case by a central agency on an alk-india
basis-stems from a cornmunal dispure rather
than isswes of meritor procedure, Dut of thea 50
candidates selected on the basis of the NEET
examinadon, 42 are Mushinms, one isa Sikh, and
seven are Hindus This has become the basls for
fringe growps, maostly associated with the RS-
B|P comblne, to hif the streets. They questhoned
hiener an institute funded by offerings made at the
Mata Vaishno Devi shrine could have a majori-
oy of Muslim candidates. This is an alfront to the
country’s lald-down systemis and norms. Thera
i no demying the fact that the communal
didde runs deepin the demography of Jammu
and Kashmir and that it Is dug up eveny election
season or whencver political leaders fesl inse-
curg, The situation has become further
entrenched ower the last decade, and it would
nait be wrong to say that the SFVDIME confro-
Versy is its latest mandfestation, with dangerous
consequiEnoes, Whal folkowed was a quick tum
of events-Hindutea-centic outfits staged protests,
and an oblging Centre acted “swiftly™ by press-
ing the: Mational Medical Commission [NMO) nto
service. The NMC, in turn, without wasting any
e, withdrese the Letter of Permission Lol
granted to SMVDEIME to mun thie MBES course for
the 202536 session, which Tad been issued in
August-Septembiser lasl year

Presumably. tha LoP ruse have bean granted
alter finding everything in order, What weni
Wrodg within slx monihs? Were Hows, Iy,
ignored during the earlier inspection, and
Umder whose presswre? Both (e Union Health
Ministry and the NMC should comi clear on the
Bact) in the intetist of their own o edikiliy,

The normal practice in such cases i that the

effing madical college is given 2 hearing and time
to rernove defickencies before any drastic action
is taken. Was SMVDIME given such an opportu-
nity? It appears that it was nat. It % another
marer that the NMC has protected the intereses
of the selected candidates by directing the jRK
UT government to adjuest them in other medical
colleges, That lsell indicates the uncertain
future of the Katra medical college, which, if it
remains shuf, will amount to a lost opporiuni-
by Por the [amma region. Under the existing setup,
this question assumes significance because
the Narendra Maoci dispensation, 28 Seen over
the last decade, has been adept atshifting blame
o opposition parties, oppositon-nuled stacest, &r
BfP advarsaries for aces of commission and omis-
slon, even in arsas that B sguaredy under ik oam
domain. If the selection process was Wrong, as
iz heing alleged by protestors wearing i refigious
cloak, who is rezponsible for It7 In this context,
the overnightaction by the NMC is self-explana-
tory. The chaisman ofithe Shri Mara Vaishno Dev
shrine Board 5 the Lieutenant Governor, Mr
Manof Sinta, an appointee of the BP-led MW govy-
ermument and & former BIPF leader. Under his
wiatch, the Board carries out various activites,
including setting up a multi-specizy hospital to
wehich the new medical college i= attached. He
must hinne played a photal role in secur-
ing quick clearances from the Unlon
Health Ministry, under which the NMC
functions, That, initself, is appreciable snd
raises nio issue, But & the Board visualise
a gituirtion where, In a Muslim-majoriog UT, such
an outcome could arise at any given point?
Dstensitiy, IE did mot, Was this an oversight, or
wias a loophole dellberately left 1o be stiiched
uplater, depending on politcal expediency? The
WM could mot have moved with such spead
withaout his intervention to bail out the BP segup
In Jamimiu and Kashmir and protect its overall
Hindutva plank This is especially relevant given
that despite swieeping the Hindu-dominated balt
of the [ammu region by winning 2o out of 30
seats in kast wear's Assembly alections, and
dhespite people voting for the B|F repeatediy from
Panchayat 1o Lok Sabha since 2014, the region
Connues to |k in dire straits,

Did SMVDIME become a convenient tool o
divert attention from burning issues ancd wnful-
lifled promises by igniing relighous sentments?
Frankly, this conundram |5 not easy o explain,

The closure of SMVDIME-though B|P circles
preferto call ita mere suspension-has led to bwo
distinct reactions: one Detween Jammu and
Kisklimls, owing to politics driven by different
demuograpiic realities, and, mone impoctanty,
aatber within fmmmu sockery itsell, Wiike e
Ll hl:lj.'.-illih:' anchis supporters wippg putallane gver
the elosure of the medical college aind the stop-
o ol Masskin cannBdites, o substsntial section
of Sofety has viewed it as o nogetive moye
dEaisL e Inberests ol the i |'|_|Ein||_ n

o

_E!]n: ? loneer

crucial guestion s being asked: whar has
lammu gained from the dlosure of the madical
college? Ancther impartant gquestion is why the
lammu and Kashmir Mata Vaishno Ded Shrine
ACE, 1988, was not suftably amended before
proposing & medical college, As experts suggest,
amendments were required in sections dealing
with governing administration, oversight, and
the use ofland and institutions developed by the
Shirime Board. This would have endured that the
objectives of the shrine fund were clearly
diefined for such an instituge,

Apart from the communal siteation that has
been created, with counter-reacttons from the
Kazhmir Valley, the more wornving Bllout of this
eqisdhs 15 that meritocracy sellhas come under
quesiton, Questioning the mericof souwdents, irre-
spective of their falth, should disturb all right-
thinking people who rise above politics and
ignore socieral faulr Tines, IFmernitis questonable
here, then the entire MEET process comes
under a cloud, One way outof the crisis, suggest
ed by some expers and right-wing dealogues,
15 to @rant minooity instudon status o SMYDEME,
which wauld allow seats to be reserved for the
Hindu community. If the Centre (read BiF)
agrees to this, how will it justify its pesidon on
institutions such a5 Aligarh Muslim University and
Delhi's St Stephen's College,
which have minority Muslim
and Christian character and
wihose status the ruling dis-
pensation has repeatedly
sought oo alter? The limmu and Kashmir Shri
Mata Valshno Devi Shrine Act, 1988, requires
amendments, particularly It provisions relared
b administration, oversight, and the use of land
and institutions developed by the Shrine Board,
What is mostintriguing Is that the LT adminiz-
tration glossed over the fct tat jammu already
hizs two instituiEens with mibricrity st

Thve Acharya Shri Chander College of Medical
Sciences (ASCOMSL run by the Shri Chander
Chinar Bada Akhara Udasin Society, enjoys
Hindu minoricy status and reserves 75 pear cent
of its seats for Hindu $tudents. The Mahane
Bachittar Singh College for Engineering and
Technology reserves 50 per cent of its seals for
Sikh students as a Sikh minority instiourion
Impostanily, both instutions continue o follow
itandard HEH{E‘QP:E admission procedures.

I the end, political compulsions appear to
Pave awerrun everything else, pushing the UY
towards another bout of commiunal polarisason
and accomipanying frenzy, immediate renmedi-
Al reasures ane required fo prevent ihe sitea-
thon from worsening further, @& b/oy

. dalyplosacs
T wrilear ks o peatitical aied
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How sports and fitness are
shaping a youth-driven India

T SENTHIL SIVA
SUBRAMANIAN

India, in the present decade, has scripted huge vic-

tories in sports, especially women's sports, which |

have taken Bharat to several helghts. The victo-
ries across different sporting disciplines have
enabled and boosted India’s economy and global
position as well. Indian states have produced
several significantly talented players across dif-
ferent spectrums of sports and fitness, In the 215t
century, Indla is recognised as a nation of excel-
lence In sports and fitness (Yoga)

¥ i B

The tangible outcomes of reskilling and
upskilling youth in sports and fitness include
enhanced selidiscipline, selfFconfidence, empathy,
compassion, and most importantly, improved
mental and physical well-heing, especlally anong
wiomen. The Covernment of India plans to train

youth in yoga and self-defence,

across the globe, In addition to
massive growth in innovation and
technology. India is the largest
member state of the Commonwealth
and continues to contribube to sports,
and s privileged to host the Commonwealth
Games in 2030,

Stadium to Classrooms

Indian sports have redefined the spectrum of
hiurmanity through striking victories, thereby cre-
ating immense talent across different segments
such as cricket, chess, and many more, Training
in sports and fitness ks part of the nation-building
exercise and holds significant priority for the
growth ofthe country. There is a need of the hour
to enhance best practices In sports and fitness,
thereby transforming the thinking around skilling
in sports and fitness from stadiums, scheol and
college playgrounds to classrooms and conference
rooms. The Government of India is planning to
utilise the benefits of Digital Public Infrastrecture
by establishing hubs for diffierent sports and fitness
disciplines, thereby enabling India to shine and
stand unigue across the globe.

Indian Sports: A Youth-Centric model

khelega India, Khilega India— the torchbearers
and core mantra of Hon'ble Prime Minister of India
shri Narendra Modi-aim to make Indla march
towards self-reliance In sports and fitmess. This
youth-centric manira builds holistic development
and creates an inner spirit of sports and fitness
ecosystems and culture in India. The launch of Fit
India has promoted healthier lifestyles and has
been integrated into daily life among the youth.
Excellence in sports and fitness can be achieved
by enabling sparts and fitness trainers to undergo
Training of Trainers (ToT) programimes, which will
develop multiple skills and generate additicnal
revenud for the yvouth as well.

The j]innur

aligned with the National Education
Policy 2020, the Mational Skill
Dualification Framework, and the
Mational Credit Framewaork, through
Industrial Training Institutes {ITIs)
and Mational =kill Traindng Institutes,

Skilling in Sports and Fitness

The Government of India aims (o Introduce
internship programmes in sports that will enable
students 1o l2am sports administration, ant-
doping testing, and event management. The
Ministry of Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship, along with the Ministry of
Sports, is formulating plans to train 171 students
and engage them i skilling in sparts, yoga, ftness,
and seif-defence-marking a first-of-its-kind life-skifls
and community-based leaming initiative. Training
in self-defence will develop inner strength, con-
fidence, and effective safety mechanisms for young
girls and women,

NS5 & NCC: Community-based learning

Indian education systems have adopted effective
fitness programmes through the National Cadet
Cops (NCC) and the Mational Service Scihemse | MS5),
which foster holistic youth development NCC s
offered as an elective or choice-based credit course
across universities and higher educational insti-
tutions. NS5 and NCC form the backbone of com-
runity-based learning. These horme-grown initiz-
tives build a strong talent pool and facilitae youth
empowerment. Together, they strengthen the
nation by nurturing youth and
creating a trained talent pool that leads to excel-

lence in sports. We|q

F
The writer is e Headof the iy dalypiunees
Institute-Indusiry aprface ‘ P

Frogramme, BMndusian
Cglinge of Scleca and The Plamsar
Technology, Mathus ﬂ
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Outsourcing of
the university
classroom

Why higher education institutions are bringing in edtech
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Eme

firms and coaching academies to teach courses in
new tech, finance, and other specialised subjects. And
what it means for the idea of a university
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" Language of harmony
The rights of linguistic minoritics must
be protected in every State

he Malayalan Language Bill, 20625, which
I |.‘=E-E'k:-'. o proamore the language and

passed by the Kerala Assembly, is being
opposed by leaders in Kamataka, The concern
that minority languages in the State, particularly
Tamil and Kannada, would be adversely affected
is misplaced and arises out of misunderstanding
of the provisions. The Bill's objective is to provide
for the “adoption of the Malayalam language as
the official language of the State of Kerala and for
Malayalam to be used for all official purposes, to
provide for the use of the Malayalam language in
dll sectors in Kerala, subject to the provisions of
the Constitution of India”, and to advance the ov-
erall progress and enrichment of the language.
The Bill proposes the adoption of Malayalam as
the first language for schoolchildren and mea-
sures o promore the language in various sectors,
from the judiciary to IT. The Bill states that Tamil
and Kannada linguistic minorities in notified
areas may correspond with the State Secretariat,
Heads of Departments, and local State offices in
their respective languages, and replies shall be is-
sued in those languages; and that students whose
mother tongue is not Malayalam may pursue
education in other available languages in State
schoals, in accordance with the Nasional Educa-
tion Curriculum, Additionally, students from oth-
€r States or foreign countries studying in Kerala
whose mother tongue is not Malayalam are ex-
empt from writing Malayalam examinations ar
the classes ¥, X, and higher secondary levels,
An earlier version of the Bill, passed in 2015,
was languishing for the Centre's clearance for 10
years. Afier the Centre returned the Bill fol
a Supreme Court of India decision that Bills can-
not be indefinitely delayed, the State passed the
current version, The Centre, ostensibly, has a pal-
icy of promoting all Indlan languages, as do sev-
erdl States. As long as such measures are underta-
ken alongside those for the protection of the
rights of linguistic minorities, no other State or
the Centre should have any obiection. Most
States, including Kerala and Kamnataka, have mal-
tiple linguistic communities. The lnguistic divi-
sion of States was only an approsimation, and
language borders have weakened due to migra-
Homn. Language policies at the national and re-
gional levels must account for these realities rath-
er than pursuing a blind cultural agenda of Hindi
or any single language promotion. To be clear, all
these languages must have their rightful places in
administration and the public sphere. To achieve
that objective without allowing hostilities bet-
ween communities is a challenge of nation-build-
ing. Mechanisms such 4s the Inter-State Council,
which has been dormant, must be invested with
more authority, and wider, good-faith conversa-
por sty Vil ot e
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“Ensuring effective
RTE implementation

he Right to Education (RTE) Act provision of
Tpﬁvam. unaided schools needing to reserve 25%

of seats in Class I for students belonging to
economically weaker sections (EWS) was borne of the
realisation within policy circles of the many
deficiencies of public education in India. The EWS
quota was expected to harness private education in a
manner where the poor benefitted while the schools
were reimbursed by the government for costs
incurred. In the 16 years since, however, the
significantly low intake of EWS students relative to
vacancies, despite a large population of eligible
children, underscores a failure in the implementation
of the provision. It is in this context that the Supreme
Court has ordered the framing of binding rules on EWS
admissions across states and Union Territories,

But the challenge is also one of battling mindsets.
Integration of EWS students has been a pressing issue
among schools that have reluctantly implemented the
provision. There are several reports of schools
discouraging EWS students, through segregated
seating in classrooms to separate shifts at inconvenient
timings. Several other hurdles are also reported, from
disputed documentation to reluctance on the part of
schools due to delays in reimbursements from the
sovernment. All ofthis has been exacerbated by
learning gaps within nominally integrated classrooms
~lostering an “eq ual-but-separate” atmos phere.
Eliminating EWS vacancies wil] need these issues to be
addressed, but it can only play a supplementa 'y role in
bridging the accessibility gap. For a truly robust school
ccosystem, public schools will need to get better in
terms of quality of education and infrastructure %
obviating the need for quotas in private schools, .,(t:'*\"“
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hird sparked

o movamant

that blended
conservakion,
science education,
and eommunity
octionr—offering
lessons far
heyond textbocks
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‘Learning Beyond

Classrooms

Through patience and pedagogy, Dr Archana Shukia helped students move from observation
lo action, erealing a scalable model of experiential learning rooted in public responsibility
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WHY INTERNSHIPS
MATTER MORE THAN EVER TODAY

Internships aren’t just casual stints, they also act as career launchpads

rigra Bazerges, 21, was i
i e
eHgn [aeliT " n

fanded an ircerribig

with o real estece firss in Eolkagy Har
sincerity and week ethic impressed
the managemment s she was wiled
b e i bouch afber shie gradustedd
Arijit did past that and ghe &
turned inin ber st full-time job.
Cone are thoee days when a
abone could gusranies 1
into the pob rearket. Tm bodey's FHt
|z, alidenis are
valped nod st by thess macks bt
ey the sliifs they bring b the nabic.
As colaborasion bansesn indusiry
arad acadiernia prous stronger,
[ i H hiet and
o, ol o frabaiy
mereasingly imporiant that Flrb
yaung Profiiinils shiy ahewd
Hpoats suggest that imterna ane
nearty T3% mare likely thas non-
iriereres o land 2 foli- tme job withm
nix meoalls rd'g_l'ﬁd:.u.lilrn. Iy B,
aryrehene benaees EEE% and 47% of
ol wadents nosr complete ot least
oo intermship |l|.|.|1|_'||‘u:|.r scademic
jorarrrg. (s dbvirfongg e hands-on
expeTitren i we omger i option
Tt rraanadainry. *1 ave seen several
bigh academic petfurerems sonugale
o secame jobs, while candidates
withy o oF o internships: were
prefesned. Even my facalty membesn
emphasss thas high CORs alone ae
noi pufficieil encgh as inlernship

Compuer Soience Stodeer, Linsetsily
of Engineering & Managemens (LUEM).
Internships play a cnocal pobe in
providing stodents with hisdi-en
;»mmne ard expsiine b real-
work thmmmn'rL"ﬂrF
atidemiy (o develop essenil
l'-H.ﬂ-F sach an time ru.tmg;mml.
renporsthility, ieaerwork end
coinmunication, which ame difficub
b2 acquire Huthlnlbm
ar
:Mmhlplﬂnrm hllud!nlg
10 bulld prolesicnal networks:
by conmecting wilk mentars s
inchmiry onals. Let's Be
haonest. Recrutters these days prefer
r-lnlﬁdlltu uhn-pmmdm
T
[lr-ll-'h-'ll zkills, often greing an Ird.:r
B0 Cheinie WiCh Ee Experience
Additmznally, indernships enhance

O course, scaderms performance
cominues #o play an arpaniani ol
articaary foe wudem s conmdeneg,
e shadies or o canier i dcademis
o1 in core bechnical hiclds like
pering and medicl. & drosg

W retlincta luh:n:l]jﬂ«iﬂﬁn
decipling Mmmnl:-.ﬁ-h' i
affen tecmmes el whes g
camadidates have limiled profiesional
experience. In a compeiitive Liring
enrviranmeend, marke alsh BErvE i
amn it screening
ton] for mochsilen,
helparg them

ol -

!'n TERNS 4|F I

..lhﬂi-

THE INTERNS SHOULD
'BE ENGAGED, LEARN
TOOLS, BUILD
NETWORK AND

CONNECTIONS THAT
‘CAN LEAD TO FUTURE
JOB REFERRALS:AND
STAY IN TOUCH WITH

shortlisl applicanis for entry el or
IFI.'L'I:IJI.té;I.Ih il . Hionweveer, iwhle
Erades oy apes devirs, imlil.nl
skiills incressingly determine bow
welll cumdicdutes peogeess beyond the
EREeTview Sikge.

Soniks fain, s BEA stedeni from
10 Birla Instiboee menbosssd
thal inbereahips offer real
wotld expesure and help
spaderits mavigate job
inmerviews with grester
confidence “When yea

have real-Iife workplace experience,
i1 Becomes easier fof pou o answer
th guestions :|Ihp|:| i the i|:||:|
|u.l:¢n1eus' shie =aid
tthat hanng
mpL‘m r o rerridd] cancddares
who had an experimar th a
irtermship with & comparny in
several cnses, mtemships are pald and
also non Srndes st oeer 70
peroent loyers make foll-time
mn:mﬂﬁlmm;u‘;m;"m
Intern I ma a
e iy oo g
16T S E
firrrpecrtzen b pemeenbar Thas bekerms
dese AP an insernship camuaiy bat
un K coretr launckhpad. The bberrs
shinrld ke cartous, evgaged, beam oo,
Tl vk drad Sl b At
can besd to fubare job eferraly amd
whary in tonach ity e com pany and
s sealf posn isternahips.
"The mosl cffective way 1
bridge the employability gap &5
Ihavaighs woak-inrgrated, indestry-
led programmees bullr around
spprenticeships and idcraships,
v thal ddling aed @iang
Imedbaary - aliadeinm partnerilips. The
henofits Sow across the ecaspsiem:
rm_pl-:-rveril_ph'. engineers -.-.'.l{: ' Al
Jib-rvady from day one, universlics
itringthen thetr placement oulcomss
werd Fepilalion, and shudends sr]ﬂg"r
@i madee than mef o '-"'IIT'-"! Fazp
carry akills snd Exparince d1||
el ihiems Futurg-meady”
saed D Lalin Narayar,
Dhman - Acadeimics & Skl
Integration, Medi Shills
Unpaersiry



Admin
Typewritten Text
MILLENNIUM POST (P-15), 15 JANUARY 2026

Admin
Typewritten Text


‘Startups: A boon

PIONEER (P-9), 16 JANUARY 2026

for bold, jugaad and

innovative India’s economic growth

-

FLe

T SENTHIL SIVA
SUBRAMANIAN

Incia s a country well known for its excellence
in calculated investments, Innovation, and
|nﬁ—=|5tn|-|:|:u_re_ It has been a decade since the
starnup policy was successfully launched on
|anuary 16, 2016, Indian startups are show,
smart, and steady growth ventures which have
climbed the ladder of stunning and striking
success by turning Indian problem statements
into scalable and affordable solutions for the
comman citizen. Indian youth startups have
merned unsolvable and unrealistic problems into
real-time, realistic, and usable solutions which
millions of indian youths had been dreaming of
for several decades. Indian startups have turmed
action plans intg actionable, viable, feasible, and
custornised salutions. This incledes the present
era of Industry 4.0 | 5.0 | emerging 6.0 digital
transtarmation technologles such as Artificial
Intelligence, Robofics, semiconductor chips,
gquanium Echnalogies, unmanned aerial vehi-
cles, 56, and the emerging hyperloop of the
present decade.

India's Matlonal Education Policy 2020 has
been developing holistic framework models and
# structured approach in the Indian education
system through experential learming, skill devel-
opment, integration of emerging technologles,
s0ft skills, business model building, and acade-
mmia-industry collaboration, This, in turn, buibds
strong and structhured stactup capabilities among
youngsters. Indian universities and higher edu-
cational institutions have been offering courses
such as idea-to-business models, Enm%&%
ship, 1P management, and Now [0 oned
business plans within course curricula, which
paves the way for students to develop startup
skilis while they are in education. MOOC plat-
lorms such as NPTEL and SWAYAM have been rev-
olutionising startup education through digital
learning courses on entrepreneurship. Startup
India has kick-started free online courses on
Artificial intelligence, financial literacy, digital
marketing, ard intellectual property. which
have facilitated youngsters and startups in
building strong foundational startup skills.

Indian Startups: A Jugaad for Bullding
Innovative India

Stanup culture has been deeply rooted among
Young schoolchildren in India through initiatives
such as Atal Tinkering Labs, enabling students
1% work on think-tank probems in school lab-

oratories. The infrastructure created in schools
helps students build grassroots innovative
madels through experiental and project-based
learning using 30 printing, the Internet of
Things {loT), unmanned aerial vehicle technolo-
gies, and many more, India’s youth inncvation
Competitions such as DST [NSPIRE MAMAK,
Smart India Hackathons, MSME hackathons,
DRDO's iDEX Innovation Challenge, and the
World Skilts Competition have helped build scal-
able models which youngsters have been striv-
ing o develop. Additionally, Governent of India-
supponed bootcamps and cohart training pro-
eramimes have trained youth to follow a struc-
tured ramewark for comerting micns ideas into
calculated and scalable product models,

Fradhan Mantri MUDEA Yolana (PMMY], an
iconic Fovernment initiztve o Fund the
Unfunded, and organisations such as siD®
(Small Industries Development Bank of India)
hawve provided confidence and handholding
suppornt 1o young starups amd Indian MSMES.
Initiatives such as Swavalambiné have empow-
ered female undergraduates to

starmups such as ONu Labs have developsd
Quanturn Randorn Number Generators, demon-
strating the power of the three Ts — Technodogy,
Talent, and Temperament — among Indian
youth. These products are listed on the MSMES
GeM portal, adding value to supply-chaln com-
merce and boosting the economy. The dreanms
Of indian youth are no longer confined o child-
hood television Riction.

launch ventures, forming the basis
of livelihood and self-reliance [
armog them.

India has built extensive Digital
PubIc Infrastructure, inchuding startup incuba-
rors, research, and innovation parks across the
natkon, such as Atal Incubation Centres [AICs),
MSME Incubation Centres, STPI [Software
Technology Parks of Indla) incubation CENres,
BioMest, and several state-run centres to boost
Starmup culture among youth,

India’s starup culture |5 encouraging the
porwver of Mari Shakti, which enabled women st
dents in Kerala to build the nathon's first women-
engineered satellite launched by the Indian Space
Research Organisation (1SROL The Indian youth
SEATTLED Mandra is jugaad innovation. Indian agrt-
culivire has been redefined by startups and
jugaad innovators such as Niyvo FarmTech,
which developed frugal technologies ke Neo
solar and Bahubali models alerdable for mar-
ginal farming communities. These innovarions
help reduce the burden of traditional heawy back-
pack spraying systems.

Indian startups such as Skyroot Aerospace
have created & dream ol gpace innovation in the
couniry, paving the way for advanced aerospace
gystems and encoursging venmeres (o enter the
private space sechor, These achievements high-
light not anly the power of India’s technologi-
cal infrastructure but also the strength ofyouth
raking calculated risks and making smart imest:
ments, thereby building strong foundations for
future generations.

Indian Startups: Fiction to Facts
India has achieved lndmark Success by devel-
oping hame-grown semicondectos chips such

as Vikram 32 and the recently introduced
DHALVES, & G4-bit microprocessor. Quanium

The UT Madras-incubated startup

ﬁiﬂﬂtﬂ" TuTr Hyperloop, & student-run

venture, has developed India’s first
indigenous hyperloop technalogy,
marking a historic achievement in transporta-
ricn technology, MeoMation, anather IIT Madras-
incubated starup, has developed innovative and
socially inclusive wheelchairs, giving mobility and
dignity ko persons with physical disabilities.
The DPIT (Department for Promotion of
Industry and internal Trade), under the Ministry
of Commerce and Industry, has recognised
starup Ramuka Global Senvices Pyt Led, which,
in collaboration with CSIR-CRRI, developed
ECOFIX. a sustainable solurion for pothole
repair. Biocon, awomen-ad innovative and inte-
grated pharmaceutical veniure, has been baild-
ing foundational blocks for pharmaceutical
development while promoting young startup
innovators through smart invesments,

Way Forward for Amrit Kaal
and Viksit Bharat

India's vibrant startup culbure stands as & defin-
ing lecan For the nathon. Indian startups have been
mransforming initiatives inbo impactiful resulrs,
India's starmup ecosystem has given wings ta the
direzms af youth o My to greater heights, it has
bullt resilience and cenfidence among young
minds, grooming them o convert dreams into
real-waorkd products, thereby adgding stepping
stones and milestones towards Amirit Kaal and
Viksit Bharat @2047 ‘i’iﬂ, -

| MhewrterisHesd inste () dailmisnse
| iesdustry mbariace Progeamme
Hincustan Colege of Scianes P Fsemniisiang
e Technaiegs, Mthars @8 e Pionoss
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A full-time job, and a side hustle

Gen Z does not believe in traditional degrees, and job titles

The e wirs & e 1an 1o foag sy, wiish &0 oTe

ptring or medical degiee, or a prokssiona
conirse like chamentd accoundant of MRA was
cracidl 10 paung peaphe's prodessianal sucoess,
[ bimabioes v cructal, arwd pegplewied to pet
that respartiul Btle i gave then power 2o
AL, s deparntmmsnt, o thsl-:mhw:smd
Jis b 2 wice president or presscen], 3 parimsy of
dinecior, Mot aoy longen Gen 5 .:II:l\:I:II'\dlrIE o @
repert sunvey_shins degrees and job Gides A smal,
il substannial, minoriey does nod ewen belipve
in formal and coganised higher educarion. and
g than 90 per cerd al 1he:||n:yed are unin-
reresped in hierarchical designations.

For (e parents, and older generatians, suth
arciudes rowards jobs and educstion are blas-
FIs.En'i:ll.Js. Bult Uy bvawe ned Chidop Bt 00 acoapl
and ackesradedge then Bar empkniers and finrs,
this implies thal mey need o the HR
fesus 0N oiver issues cather than on hinng peopie
with degrees Eraugh canpus intendews. and
relyirg oo inore MRS, Doneses, and promolions
La please Chetr l"f"F1|1:|'EE5- For e policy-
mikers, it it a warnisg et education doss not
mean setling up colleges, unbeersities, amd
insturions tat aim to ammoungsiers with an
Erlgln&l‘.'riﬂﬂ. af & medical degpres. What s
needed ta mink in mrms o skils, and vot foral
pdscation.

Skdls, rather than degrees, né moreimpomant
£ et 2. Hemoe, 94 per cent of the respoadents
Ir the survey gdid that ey vould rarfer pack up
ey and rehmiant sidlls before amd wiie working.
rather (hamapt for addional degress. in e pas,

migs: professonal Ok Bacused onthe nomber of
degrees th indivicuals ad aogeired MostAms,
eapedially the Brger ad rtmnmﬂﬂnes.sllll_l'ﬂﬁ'
on hirings based an same missmum profesion:
aldegress The first will change 35 Gen 2 wil high
light kil 5215 in thelr CUs o wan e e mployers.

Firms too will nepd 1o change with the times &3
relewant skilly wll frsonmee more crecisl a5 ech
adoplion increases.

A luk-gime |ab bz imiportant for Gen A, BiiL s
1% st Truste [oearmeica incomes, This impkes
that peaqie from s generasion do nol wesh e
b straitjacketed inlo 9-5 jobs, They profer fe
Inle hiours, possinly work-from-home. Bul mane
imprtandly, 25 he surmey shows, mone than 40
per cen e wilng 0o weork e jabs. or oee-and-
@-hidl ot as @ side Bustie, According ro a media
report, the youngsters wish ko
“blend InConse soreams mseead of
chasing one steady career path.”
only 16 per oent of the sarmyed
penpe wanied & [:.l'p'ilﬁdhr-ﬂiﬂML
simgrle, and Full:tme job.

This explairs wivy the acquisition of relevant
are] new skl wocritical for Gen & A de<ane for
& TuB-cime job, & side hisgle wichout ghing pri-
OriTy o degress impies hag Che YoUngsrers pn
theeir hopes an skills, especially in tech-relaped
Medds. In any case, tech i the form of Amificial
Intelligence (A1) will make s presence TRl
ACT0SS SeCmors, and segmenss. This, issoes like
job stability, and rauline employrent ane out the
weinadkon. Wihat enters through the main daar is

thecunfidencs ared Swag that Can oo bung
moEe b The employers’ needs possed-
ston of tech-relaed skils

Mol surprisiaghy, mest of Gen 215 ghing upan
formal education Alfough the numbaer is sBl
smiall, it Is stgnificand thai 11 per ceng of the sur-
wayed jnufﬁduﬁ da not belisve in formal
higher adscation. They weil rather skig the
step, and join the werklare sooner hecaass the
*traditional educational path does nob feel
warth IL" ArsGtives sunvey highlights 3 “discon-
nect berween academic cumicula aned workplace
demands, and T per cent af Gen & nespondents

he _Eiuuur

dgree that "degiess o par eguip hem with jokb-
rea iy sulls,” Such realisstions are not new, and
e emglioyErs in Some sectors befiewe in them.

For example. the 1T and software secior has
fang heliesed that the Indisn cechies. psperial.
By the pounger crof, lack ot skills,’ though shey
may be armed with excellent cegrees like engi-
neading 30 MBEA In software, indians deal wich
lareign chends, especially in e USand Furope,
where communicabon skills may b= more rei-
ewant than math of science-pelared omes, Ower
the past decades T associalions andg
firma focused on impraving the 5ol
siills through couirses, waorkshops, ang
inke0use rakning. Gen I seems To
heve gone beyoni this, and belisse in
poguirEng bodh hamd snd soft skilis

Inthe US, & recent poll amang Gen I respon-

@S fingds thar 64 per cent balieye that "I:hll:y'
can achieve financial indeperdence withowt 3
epr-5 e, Thiss i3y iy Davd aclicucees, On the
oy hand, 2t meentioned earlier the yourger gen-
eradion 15 willing 10 work harder, and langer,
e it desines & full-time |job with a side
hastle. (n the other, it muay smply that Gen 2
bl iewes In Aexible fiours, and Jeels chat bSciuss
s pech skills and conpetensce, iL A0 50 3 S0e-
ific job faster than the alder employees. Henoe,

Iy e 00 work s hedurs tham e ochers., and

de nef wish (0 wodk for eighr hours

Some of the vaoices from the Indian suneey

ameag Gan I proaves ihede findings. A 22-year-
ofd woman sy, 1 do not wane a jab that con-
S my entire life. Thar @ mor my idea of
success. want fedhiliny, creacivity, Snd mean-
ingful work, nor just a title thar looks good at
social gatherings, Another 19-paar-old péped in,
MY Cousin is doing Al booncamps, and getting
Iréelanpe gigs with bigher pay than marny fresh
ergginesring grads. Why should | spend four years
on theany vahuen [oam |8amm snd em somaTane

ausly? Bence, micng-coursss, cermifcations,

ard Rackarhoas ane more important

Parenis o0 haue only begun o urderzand the
eb-relared antirudes of s chikdnen, TH pepsn -
Iy, they were 30N and fusiraced with this
apahy e foemad education, and disregard for
degrees. Kow, S0me hawe undersosd thar the
Jah erwironment has changed, ard employers’
needs have Changed. Vet many spck (o the ald
bedefy. A prafessional mogher says in e dan
SUMVEY, ERgineenng was our assurance, |
worked oventime, and serndEsed sGmy Son ook
study with Bhe bedd peachers. How, bedalis abenr
fresdancing. and digitad markeging. It & unstabile.

I iy Nl uisdersiand i.”

Several reasonscan explain che rew stitludes
afmong the younger generation, The youngsters,
35 wiell ag seme frme value skills, and nog

egrees, unlike in i Indeed, empicyers
aid employees sedk rmﬁii?lnhu TepE i e
wih e ok tools. Careers are v banger
anle becawse of sudden and egular layalfs.
M, mnhipe incomes ani gigs, an< Heibil
10 b cruipd Thae i sido b= phat the poungsrers
T AU bSO Y D T ad DRy, b oangeT G Thay
depend on employis I manage ten cansss.

9\
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- “Today, Many Indians Aspire To Be Job Creators’

As Startup India completes 10 years, its success is underlined not just by business growth. It's also delivered
a major cultural shift in a country that used to chase select careers, writes the commerce minister

Phyush Goyal

Irectia o Fises ot of e world's largest
startap ecosystems. The Startugp [ndla
mitathes has el Bnboan Bielusie
and  innowntive ooosyvstern  aoross
the country, channelising  vouthial
wfalrRprarssrial in crodte
Jubz HI"I':I QE‘I}NNHM aconimle growth, peving the
weary Fo Cher Vikeit Baead 2047 milasio.

This transfocmetion did not lappsn ok,
Siartugp Tndla was armoaneed by P Modi froen i
ramparts of Red Fort on Independance Dy n 205 Tt
wis laumchod by the for Pramotion
of Induastry and Ieternal Trade (DPIFT) on Jam
16, Hi16, Today, stnrtups ane enengising some of
the mosteritical sestor of thaecomnomy

innovatien & A | A defining shift over the past
decade has besn Phe grow]Bg B on mnma o
and deap technology India's rank in the Ghobal
Inaovation Index has improsed foom HE Do 2005
to B8 leeet yoan and govt suppart for deep tech
venfures will improve it forther The nommber
of Al startups is rising rapldly, fuilding on the
Digltal india indtiatine.

A wisfon for bullding & desp-tech nation
hsaes Bl foe b estmblishmend off the Anuzardban
Wationnl Ressarch Foundsikom, ard the launch
of ik India Al Misssan and ihe Resesreh Deval opmemd
amd Imnevadion Schems India's starfups are also
Inpovating scross areas Hie aeronatlo, SE0EpEcs
and defence, robotics, gress bechnolegy Internet of
Thing=and semiconductors

A gharp rise m intellactus] propecty cresiion
réinfroes this trend. Indian startups have filed
mnrethan 16400 new patent applications, reflectinga

focusan imnovation, longterm valiee creation,
and gHbal compelitlveness,

Pas-indky grewrth | From just four states with startup
Pallcies 1m ME, there are now DPIIT-rec
siariupk inivery sals and UT, undercoring the depth

of Imsnituibonal support snd grassroots pacticipallon.
More than 300,000 sartupn i bedn recgnised so
far, representing o decade of suelained, pobicy-led
evdmysiom development. [m2025 alone, ot S5,
shartiups ware reoogmised, the highest snnual growih
slnee Starbap India began.

Inchasiom has esn f cormargions of this joorney
Warner-led eniveprenesrshilp Bis emarged as o major
alrengih, with more than 6% of recognlsed sarbaps
Birringg af least ane woman direckor Abowt half the
startaps are bassd in nopemetro cities, highlighting
tha groaring robe of Ther IEand Tier [ citiesas engines
of inmowadion and employment.

Reforms, market access | Improving the ease of dolng
buslness has been central to enabling this grawth.
Eligibls starmps can awail of o tax haliday for
three comsecutive years within their first decada
MWore than 4100 siartupe have already mecekosd
elighbklity certificates. Oiunr GO ceguiatocy ralorms
aye reduced eompl bares burdars, faellisied cagital
raising. and strenghaned domastle institutisnal
investment. Absiltion of angel tax and opening up
of bong-term capiial pools (o Alieroabe ioeestimenl
Funds (AIFE) hiave Tarther strengihered the slartup
fursding ecosysLem,
Acegss toomarkets nas ‘besn priociliged, Thooagh

the Goseroment e-blarkeiplaie, ower 55700
| startups hawve been omboandid, securing more
iBan SLoordars worth over B51, 20008

These =fforts are complemanted by strang
fenanickal support. (ver T25.600cr has bty
irvassted by AlFs under the Fund of Funds for
Startups scleme, benelfiting more than 1,500
entarprises. Addittonally, collateral-free loans
warth over EBilct have Déen guaranised under
theCred it Gusrantes Schama for Starups,

Startup [ndia Seed Fund Scheme with an
cutlay of t8dier provides financlal pesistance
tn starinps for Proof of Concepl, prodotypes
development, product trials, market-enicy snd

2 __‘2 eommareialisaton

lﬂiﬂ.ummﬂhmnmﬂd 1% Tniene
asinglyiheir macked s, To stipport global ambitions,
Startup ndia hes il song imternational pariecdhips.
Now, 3 international hridges and two stratogic all anese.
facilitate market aceess, collaberation, and expansion
aErnes Hey poonor e, Indnd ng UF, Japan, Souwth Kores,
Swedenand Ismel More than B0 startugs hevealready
Eemeliited froen Phess ininisd s,

It Yy vecet visles o Sweden, Switedind, New Sealand,
amd Esrael, stariups were an integral part of Iniia's
business delepntioms. Thess angapements provided
& platform to showease [ndian innovation glohally,
while exposing our entreprensurs o inmovation and
husiness practices bn devalopesd sconomies.

Miindsed chasge | [nidian stariups beralded a8 Emiflcant
cultural charge in the couamiry, where children were
anee eroouraged to aim onby for joibs inoa B sectors
ich &8 povt servios, eoginesring of msmedicing, Today
many Feang ndlans asplre to be job creators, not job
seekers, and their families mespect and e
entrepreneurial ambitbons.

Indlsa’s startup journey (5 ubtimstely a story of
candkdemes in sar young entreprensars, i polley-led
prowth, and in Indis’s capacity o inncwmie for the
wirld. As we move condldently tewands our missban
o hecome a deweloped coundey ' 27, slarmaps will

remain cendral bo building a Fl‘cﬁma ‘lncl'uslw.
%

and glehally competitive India
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In Academia, a New
Kid on the Block

china'sindustrial rise boosts itsunivs, rivals US

Chinese universities are displacing America's top colle-
ges in research output and quality. This hasto dowiththe
pace of China's industrialisation, which creates demand
for academicresearch, arole thatthe US appropriated du-
ring its post-WW2 industrial boom. European universiti-
es. strugeling with post-war reconstruction and brain
drain, vielded to academic institutions across the Atlan-
tic, Europe also deindustrialised rapidly, relying on the
US military industrial complex. The rise of China as a
factory to the world spread deindustrialisation to the US.
This had a bearing on academic research on American
campuses. US universities are producing more papers,
and their quality has not deteriorated. However, rivalsin
Asia have become much better as they made world-be-
ating products for European and American consumers.
There are some key differences between the US and Chi-
nese models of academic excellence.
| Americanuniversitiesrelyon students
and faculty from around the world to
¥ fill their classrooms and laboratories.
% They also have a close financial rela-
! tionship with industry to direct rese-
. archintospecificareas. Chinarelieson
' its own talent pool to come up with solu-
tions that its military and industry seek. The relationship
among the Chinese state, its defence establishment and its
industrial base ismore intimate. It allows an easier conflu-
ence for targeted research. The US, on its part, is introspec-
ting migration, a pillar for academic excellence.
Thebigger worry for the US is themismatch between its
primary and higher education systems, American scho-
ols donot produce appropriate input for the country's col-
leges, where the cost of education beats inflation to retain
academic edge. This has behavioural effects on students
saddled with debt at the beginning of their careers. A col-
lege degree nolonger guarantees better ormoresecure in-
come for Americans, Competition for top research posi-
tions is intense among 1*- and 2"-generation immigrants,
Al of this was held together by US industrialisation. With
anew kid on the block, the glue is becoming weak. ,r("‘a. o

Vi
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Celebrating science,
outside the classroom

ence Festival and left with real confidence
in the country's firture. The event brought
together students, scientists. teachers, poli-
, and families In a buzzing atmos-
phere of ideas and discovery. Young people
from across the country, including children
from the poorest villages, were talking about
Al, sensors, and quantum computing, and
proudly demonstrating their projects. They
spoke openly about failed experiments, what
they had learned, and what they would ry next.
This was learning by doing, net memorising:
they were collaborating, tinkering, and think-
ing like builders.

This is exactly what India needs more of to
inspire the next generation. For the first time in
history, children in remode villages have access
o the same knowledge and technologies as stu-
dents in the West,

Their schools may lack resources and their -
teachers may not always show up, but that
hasn't stopped them from leaming or building,
They may be poar, but they are digitally fluent.
They use smartphones to watch tutorials,
search for angwers. join online m[#ﬁ“rn;:f’i
and increasingly explore with Al
wait to be taught, they teach themselves — and
in today's world, that may be the most impor-
tant skill of all,

Meanwhile, as happens too often in educa-
thon and policy circles, 1 found myself in rooms
with well-meaning academics from India, the -

[spentlastweetuﬂml‘umatﬂttn:uaﬁd-

U5, and Canada reminiscing about Jawaharlal
Nehru and calling for more government control
and more government funding. Some even
argued that Indian children can't innovate
without top-down reform. It was clear they
hadn't stepped ouside. They were out
of touch with the quiet revolution
already underway, led not by institu-
tions, but by young people who are
learning, building, and solving prob-
lems on their own.

~ This shifi is easy to miss if you are
looking through cutdated foreign len-
ses. But it is happening all over India,
and it is moving faster than most peo-
ple realise,

That became painfully clear in one of the
more heated moments of the weekend, during
a closed-door segsion with a professor from the
University of Toronto. He insisted that by every

benchmark, India could not possibly be
considered innovative — too few patents, too
few academic publications, and too many
applications to his university from India {as il
the next generation was trying to escape the
country). v

The subtext — and superiority complex —
was unmistakable, :

We argued, because what he, and so many
others, fall to understand is that these benich-
marks were built around Western Institutions,
publishing systems, and funding models, They
measure academic output, not actual learning,

Wadhwa

They capture invention in formal labs, not
grassrools problem solving. They completely
miss the raw, distributed innovation 1 saw at
the fastival — and the Indian way of fugaad.

If the benchmark were digital fluency, India
ranks #1 in the world. Nearly everyone has a
smartphone; UP1 Is the default for daily trans-
actions; people troubleshoot on WhatsApp,
learn on T be, and Increasingly ask Al —
aften in their own languages.

One of my taxi drivers in Delhi casually
pulled out ChatGPT, in Hindi, to answer a ques-
tion I'd asked. That's what innovation looks like
in the real workd.

Indis doesn’t nesd to wait for Insti-
tutions to catch up or take cues from
western gatekeepers. The next genera-
tion is already innovating —and is not
asking for permission. They're learn-
ing, building, and solving with what
they have, where they are,

The festival reflected the depth and
range of India’s scientific ecosystem.
Children and first-time builders
shared space with senior scientists and leaders
like Nobel laureate Venki Ramakrishnan, astro-
naut Shubhanshu Shukla, Al ploneer Ashish
Vaswani, astrophysicist Nildou Madhusudhan,

INDIA DOESNTNEEDTO
WAIT FOR INSTITUTIONS

TO TAKE CUES FROM

THE NEXT GENERATION IS
ALREADY INNOVATING —
ANDISNOT ASKINGFOR
PERMISSION. ITIS LEARNING,
WITH WHAT IT HAS

and former principal scientific adviser to the
government of India, K VijayRaghavan. They
weren't behind velvet ropes, they walked the
grounds. spoke with students, and answered
questions, That proximity matters. For many
young atiendees, it was the first time they saw
sclence practized by people who looked like
them, spoke like them, and took their ideas

That ness i3 central to the festival's
DNA. Its founder, Varun Aggarwal, saw the
nead for a space where sclence could come
alive for everyone, not just researchers or elites,
A tech entrepreneur himself, he wanted to
bridge the gap between science and soclety.
When he launched the festival in 2020, he
called Indian science a sleeping giant and set
out to wake it up. That vislon has taken hold.
The 2024 edition drew more than 36,000
attendees, and iCs only growing.

Yes, India has a lot of work to do, Its schools
need fixing and it needs to support its innova-
tors. The education system that the British
imposed on Indla still trains for obedience
more than creativity. Quality varies wildly and
inequality is real. But the most hopeful ;lfgnls
that learning is no longer waiting for all of that
to be solved. It's already happening, driven by
curiosity, and enabled by access. The hunger is
there, the tools are there, and the spark is
already lit.

The India Science Festival is exactly the kind
of platform India needs to unleash the potential
of its young population and leap Into the future.
It underscored what ks possible when children
are trusted to explore, when science is made
accessible, and when knowledge is treated not
&5 a privilege, bt a2 a shared resource,

Vivek Wadhwa is CEO, Vierrix Bioscierices.
The views expressed are
n.t.,d,.a.. personal
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Students well-being

SC spells out institutional responsibility

“"‘ﬁ HE wide-ranging directions issued by the
Supreme Court to address the issue of stu-
dent distressiare a much-needed interven-
tion, These follow submission of an interim

- repnrtbyﬂi&ﬂahnnﬂm{cmbunéﬂmw
ed last year to attend to the mental health concerns of
students. The apex court has_rightly imposed the
accountability clause on hlgher education institutions
(HEISs), both public and private. They cannot shirk away
from their fundamental duty to ensure safe, equitable,
inclusive and conducive spaces of learning, it has said.
A terse reminder highlights how the mental well-being
of students is as important as ensuring academic
excellence. Any incident of suicide or unnatural death
of a student will have to be reported, and an annual
report submifted to regulatory bodies. The ruling
chalks out a broad framework of institutional respon-
sibility. It's a commendable step forward.

The significance of prescribing a new way of function-
mgcannn‘thewemtated in an ecus:,rstemﬂmtpnnnhses
pmﬁt over student well-being in case of private institu-

tions, and chooses amnesia for government-run colleges
andi.miversitiEi It's in ordering the filling of key teach-
ing and non-teaching vacancies, including of Vice Chan-
eellors, within four months that the ruling can be truly
- impactful. The backlog of pending scholarship disburse-
" ments, too, has to be cleared within the same period. HEIs
have been asked to ensure that positions are filled within
a month from the date on which the vacancy arises, Con-
sldenngtheslzeablenmnbemfvdcanmghaﬂﬂﬁswemun
try, how this playsout is unclear, especially when both the
Central and state governments have been equally inept.

:An overhaul of a flawed system within months is too
‘much to expect. From ngw on, though, the governments
mﬂmgha-edueaunnmshtmmmuﬂndﬁ difficulttoseek
cover behind lame excuses. Inaction must mu:te nmsu:{ﬁ\uu
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ANLIIT PATHAK
SOCIOLOGIST

unmversily, [ haove
M’EML.ME

gt af dibomae, the poseerof
critical enguiry and the elas
ticity of conscimeness hat
arcomumncdates plurality,

Moreover, & universty
oughl 10 be & placn whene the
rube of the administrabion =
mindrrsal; its prismary funciion
i 1o prolect a dislogic leam-
ing miliry irside Lhe camipus
z0 that students, researchers

crder to undenitand the grat-
by of thas crizis, het me refer o
three recesl incidents.
First, imagine the state of &
usdveraily that does mal tnast
its faculty, and even censors
b kind of questions shathe
wants the students to refect
oL Jarmaa Millia Isdamin —a
lessclimyg prusblie: umbversity with
rich heritage — suespended a
professer who, as the papsr-
setter, inchuded a guestion on
in & B (Hiors ) senmester aeam.
Why shiould a professer be
suspended for this? If yow
traly CfEn your cyes, you
can chearhy see thal there are
many incdants af atrocities
againgt minorities. A repart
by the Association fof Pro-
tection of Civil Righls and
the Guill Foundation docu-
mented T hate-related
incidenis betwesn June 2024
and June 2025, And the Mus-
lims, as the report reveals,

stadents studying & diso-
pline like socal work ought
to reflect on this violenoe, or
the growing eroaion of s00.
lar and democratic value?
Yeu, it is the power of critical
pedagopy that enablés &
teacherfstudent to raise the
kind of questions the siatus
quo loves o hide, In fact, the

'.Ilm.i.ii:ru:idmtmrw.lladm:
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Our universities are Iosmg their creative vitality

mgmmmmmmmmww m

Eeroias trend: the cashigation -

of critical thinking as an
‘anti-mational’ endeavouc It

Itis sad tosee how

Indizan universitics
are becoming more
like conflict-ridden
zones filled with
fiesar, mistrust and
surveillance.

o«

paste posters opposing the
Viksit Bharat  Shikeshs
Agihkskthan Rill, Who asould
tell the university authorities
that thirdkingrire Do ve POUg
mircks are the real assels of

Arrording Lo the adrministos
tien, thess students have wo-

repirts imdicate, wene oppos-
ing the Supreme Court's
recent verdiet demying bail
to former students Ummnar
Khalid and Sharjes] Imam.
Well, it i& quite natoral on
the part of many = parbicu-
larly, civil rights activists,
legal experts and even polit-
beally awalened young Slu-
denis — to Feel somewhat
dizillusioned and sad when
even afier five years the dus
eold nod get bal.

thtr this disillasion-
ment is further inbenmfied
berniase we live nasocety in
which, as the findings of the
Azzpciation for Demporatic
Reformms nevead, 48 per cent al
the 53 MPs have criminal
cases;  registensd against
ﬂmﬂmﬂﬁmmtﬂ

1 herew rn besitation im sagy-
mg thal Ieflammatory
speeches or slogans should
ailweors be condermned. How
e, it is eqeally impartand o
shudenis have absays mised
arrtiestablis] 3
all v the weoeld,
Henee, the JRU adminis-
iration's dersion to file an
FIR against these students
shows (he complele broak-
ooy ol coanarunication. Pos-
sibly, with empathy, ari of lis-
tening ard proper guidanoe,
the university could have
handled thi=z situstion with
grace anel maturity
cate that our unhverstes amn
Tt Joaging theer creatiee vitadl-
1y, Hence, we oughl o recall
the forgobien tnith — some-
thing we are missing in this
3 polasied workl.
A unfversity without come
;m'mmrtsmj.huﬁ-
vergity  without  scademis’
intellectual freedom fails o

forgets the spint of diakague,
and relies more and more on

meeasares loses the
arl of non-vioknt mode of oo
flict resshation.

Alnores all, numiversibywhose
adminigtrators. behave  like
aubocrats raiber than oo-braw-
ellers walling wilh sfusderits
and teachers, and Hooming &5
the seelkers of truth, fEils to
rariure intellechmlly awak-
emi.md:uq-!wuﬂhumﬂ
dermnoralic crirers.
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How to reduce dependence on coaching centres

AREHEEY THAKUR

COMBITTEE frmed by the Cendre o suggest
ways toreduce the dependency on oosching oin-

has identified the trarsitlon fromm Class Hi i

Cloz=x 11 2=z a mapse siress poand for stidents, while
exploring the poasbiity of ntroduring competitive
tests in Class 11, The commilites, headed by Higher
Education Secrstary Vineol Joshi, metl peioe in
Angust and Nevember Last year According toofficials,
the panel is aralvsing i the difficalty level of compet-
ithve s talkoen up after Class 12 i€ in syne with the
Class 12 curmbaualiom, which B (e basio of these SxXEms.

BOARD EXAM WEMGHTAGE
O of the proposads includes ghving more weighiage
i beoard exammdnation results i college admisssons
and exploring the pessihility of mtroduecing competi-
frve tests in Class 11

The fiitis-member commitiee =—ncluding members
frovm he CRSE, Natioral Tesling Agency and profes-
sars fram [TTFEanpur, TTFMadrmis and MITTHehy —
has pugpested an overhau] of the sehool aurrieularm
ared lmiking eoaching honrs.

The commities iz also evaluating the swareness
levels ameng sfudents and parents regarding
career options that are not limited ta & few top insti-
iutions, The deliberations also centred arcund the
avallability and effectiveness of career counselling
services (n schools

A Centre-appointed panel has suggested
limiting coaching hours, aligning school
curriculum with competitive tests and

Fuiting a cap on coaching bours, redesigning cur-
ricula to mirmar post-schoo] competifive antranse
examinalicns and giving greaterweightage to board
exarmdn ation results are amang the ey suggestions
of the committee,

DUMMY SCHOOLS

A major concern of the education ministry has been
the profiferstion of dummy schools, where students
take admissions after Class 10 to pursue prepaation
for enginesnng and medical entrance cxams. These
schools are formally affiliated with state boards or
CESE, where students enrol bul dan't altend class-
a8 regularly, mstead foousing an casching fof com-
petitive exams like JEE or NEET, using the schoal
only for mandatory attendance for board exarma,

The committes discussed that the lack of align-
ment between the school curricula and eompeti.
tive exam requirements is leading to a rise in dum-
my schools. For example, the competitive exams
have mulliple choice format questions, which is
not the case in the school-baged curriculam

oxira 1.1.~r_=|1_,thgL to Class 12 board results

SURVEY OM CARDS

The Echaeation Mimastry's Department of Schosl Edu-
catian and Literacy and CRSE might eonchsct & surey
Lo assess shudenls’ level of engagement with coaching
classes It has also been suggesied thai CBEE could
dirwist a frarsework For nereedaal classes within schoals
i reduce neliance an privade coaching.

The KCERT, with the suppori of CBEE and other
boards, oonild beporme the nodal agency (o ensmume that the
gl cusmicula and cormpetilive bt pequirements gel

GAPS IN SCHOOLING SYSTEM

The Ministry of Bducation had constituted the com-

Fritiee L year to addness growing conterns regarding
shudenis’ rellance on cosching centres. 1§ is examining
the gaps in the schoaling system that contribate ta the
dispepdenoe on casching cenines, partimalarhy the lim-
iited Fociis on eritical thinking, kogical reasoning, ans-
Iytical sleills and innevation, and the prevalence of rofe

The pane iz also reviewing the advertising practices
ol eoaching centres, intlading the use of misleading

claims and promoton of selective ueess staries.

Ttwill alse acsess the pvailability ard eifectivensss of
career counselling services in schools and colleges, and
suggest messures for strengthening career guidancs
frameemcks

Coaching centres came under intense scrutiny
after complaints of stwdent suicldes rose. In 2024,
the Education Ministry came sut with guidelines
which stated that coaching centres cannot enrol
students below 18 years of age, maks misleading
proanises and guarantee rank or good marks.

The: guidelines were issued to manage the unregulat-
ed private coaching centres charging esorbitant fees
from studenis, and the undie stnees o6 siudents result-

“Mo coaching centre shall engage tutors having
qualifications less than graduation, Student enrol-
ment should be anly after secondary school exami-
nalion,” the guidelines said, The cenires cannot
hire the services of any fuler or person who has
been convicted of any offence, involving moral
turpatude, it was mandated.

Coaching centres are alss required to take steps for
the reental well-being of students.

The National Crime Records Bureau (NCRE) data
shows a concerning rise in student suicides in
India, reaching a peak of 13,892 in 2023, an B.1 per
cent share of total suicides, driven by academic

PTEsEdre, h—“"h" i-'il-B'lulE'B, mi=ntal healils =‘tmEBIEEL
and Nnancial strees, 1|
-
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AEHUSSTHE AISLE
BY P CHIDAMBARAM

HERE TS adefuge of good news,

| Retail inflation is at 1.33 per

gent, TheGDP growth for 2025

2 heas been estimated at 74 per

cent. | think »e must add

apother hurrah: there is pewneriployment

anmywhere in India, at least unemployment
af the kind we nead towormy abaul,

Notakers for jobs!

Thave good reasons tostate that thereare
no takers for jobs. Data shows that for
hundneds of thousandds of vacancies in the
povernment and quasi-govermmen sector,
there ane ao fakers. Despite good pay (and
the 8th Pay Commission will improveit),
deamiess allowance, annual increments,
promeations, fob security, medical benefits,
HREA, Transport Allowsance and other allow-
ances, leave benefits, advances and loans,
and Unified Pension Scheme, young men
and women are gof inclined to take the jobs
= sanctioned by the government but va-
cant. What will vou conclude from this
extracrdingry sineation other than there (5
o unernployrnend and o takers for jobs?

Anthmetically, going by the Ministry of
Education data on sanctioned and vacant
posts in central unlversithes faee Table D), as
af April 1, 2024, 27 per cent of teaching posts
and 47 per cent of non-teaching posts were

i lHHEﬂﬂHED

POSTS | UneLeD |
Teaching ke
Lpwn o |- TR D, SO0
Hon-4eaching
| posts /OO | BT |
. L it
viacant incentral universities.
As of Tune 2025, 7765 teaching posts in

KV5 and 4,323 teaching posts in NVS were
vacant, Nevertheless, we are assured that
teaching is well and thriving in India.

Official Data Speaks

Thereare mone examples all over India,
In the central armed police forces (CAPF)
therne are 28 AT poats of constables that are
vacanl. In Hajasthan, in the post of
LDCCHlerk Grade 1T, there are 10,644 va-
cancies, In Bihar, thereare 12,199 vacancies.
In UF, there are 60,244 posts of constables
that are vacant. There are 2,258 vacancies
for staff nurses [n Tamil Madu. The aspir-
ants are usually from the lower middle class
who have just finished higher secondary
sizhoo] or are graduates.

Moving up the education chain, in 21
ATIMS, there are 3,485 persons holding fac-
ulty posithons and 1,731 positions anevacanl.
Int one district alone = Eendrapara in
Odisha — among doctors and paramedics,
1,087 persons were in position while B0s
posts were vacant. Bank employment has
high value and status, In 12 public sector
banks, the position i as follows (see Table 2k

- | INPOSITION | VACANT

| Officers | 430599 | 17500
Clerks | 243817 12,861

| Substaf | B4082 | 2208

INDIAN EXPRESS (P-12), 18 JANUARY 2026

The theory that
unemployment
is not a big
issueisa
mythand
hypocritical.
While the
government

is self-
congratulatory,
we know that
joblessness is
the darkest -
stainonthe
body economic

Do mot worry, all is well in internal se-

" curity, healthcare and banking.

The PM Internship Scheme was
|aunched in October 2024, A repart in The
Hindu dated Decemnber 2, 2025, said that,
ower two rounds, 1,65,000 offers were
made by companfes and only 20 per cent
accepted; and of those who accepted the
offers, one-fifth left befores completing
their internships. So, nearly 1,40,000
offiers went a-begging because there were
o Takers.

Those who believe that unemploy-
ment ks not a problem in developing India
may stop reading at this podnt.

Those who think thar unemployment
is a problem may read further.

Tio be fair, the pecullarsituation of va-
cant posts on the one hand and préesiam-
ably reluctant job seskers on the other is
not attributatie o the BIF government
alome. It has spanned many governments
and many decades. However, two events
underthe BTPs régine have exacerbated
thesituation,

Past Haunts Present

Firsl, demonetisation. It was a man-
made, self-inflicted grave jnjury, Asl
have commented earlier, it was not de-
monetisation in the strict sense because
no currency notes were Invalldated or
taken out of the system, It was a scheme
that offered ‘new notes for the old’. The
rotal value of currency-in-circulation
(CIC) was restaored to theold level, and in
fact exceeded It, quickly. On Movember
4., 2016, the value of CIC was Rs 1797 lakh
crore; at the end of December 2025, it had
imare than doubled toRe 3924 lakh crore.
The worst fallout was that demonetisa-
tion closed many thousand small and

o R TR ——

No unemployment in India!

medium businesses and destroved jobs
— which, of course, the government

denles to this day. Bur, according to the
All India Vyapar M&ndnl. there were

6,25,00,00 small businesses in 2016 and
nearly 48 per cent of them have closed
dewn in the last decade.

Second, COVID, A survey in 2022 esti-
mated that 14 per cent of Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) per-
manently ¢losed down due to the pan-
demic, A government report indicated
that 75,000 registered MEMEs were shut
down berween July 2020 and February
2025 (that went bevond the Covid-af-
fected years). UNCTAD estimated as
many as 47 per cent of MSMEs in India
were permanently or temporarily closed
asof February 2022, These numbers can-
not be verified but they are in line with
common ocbservations, As I wrotein a
previous column, the main reason was
that government did not fulfill the prom-
ises of financial assistance and credit
guarantess. Closure of businesses dus to
demonetisation or Covid meant massive
loss of jobs, Were these jobs restored or
crested again? Government has I:m:n 5i-
lent on this question,

The replacement of MGNREGA hj.' a
supply-driven, guarantee-less, funds-
constrained scheme will make matters
wiorse for the rural poor wiho will face un-
employment or under-employment (at
distress wages). Many rural households,
especially women, will face loss of supple-

mental income.

The theory that unemployment is not

a big issue is a myth and hypocritical.
While government s self-congratulatory,
we know that foblessiness is the darke

stain on the body econormic. 59\ (y

.
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ré
One of the world’

ANIL BHAT

Owing to much suppression and
alteration of India's history by the
Mughals, the British till 1947, and its
Mehruvian hijacking for at least seven
decades thereafter, the uniqueness
and magnificence of Nalanda never
received the recognition it deserved.
It was the world's first residential uni-
versity, a global knowledge hub with
immense libraries, attracting scholars
from across Asia from the sth to the
12th centuries CE, Afterits unfortunate
destruction in 1193, the only British
contribution was its excavation and
some highlighting. As late as 2010, the
Congress-led UPA introduced the
Malanda University Act in Parliament,
and in 2016 the B|P got it declared a
UNESCO World Heritage Site, recog-
nising its global significance.
Considering that post-independence
there are not many who wrote about
Nalanda, this book by Abhay K is most
welcome.

Two of the Buddha's most promi-
nent chief disciples, Sariputra, who
organised the Buddha's teachings,
and Maudgalyayana, a very popular
teacher, became instrumental in
spreading the Dharma, the Eightfold
Path to enlightenment.

Malanda was the first-ever resi-
dential university, spread over a vast,
self-contained campus with dormito-
ries housing 10,000 monks and up o
2,000 teachers, classrooms, and a vast
nine-storeyed library known as
Dharma Gun] (Mountain of Truth),
holding millions of manuscripts. This
made it a centre for advanced study
in various disclplines, apart from
Buddhism, including logic, astronomy.
medicine, mathematics, philosophy,
and grammar.

Nalanda was a prime example of
the ancient Indian Guru-Shishya
Parampara (teacher-disciple tradi-
tion), where students lived closely
with teacher-scholars for immersive
learning, focusing not just on acade-
mics but also on moral and spiritual

development. It was a global hub that
attracted scholars and students from
" China, Korea, |apan, Tibet, Southeast
Asia, Sri Lanka, Java, Sumatra, Greece,
and persia — & gathering that greatly
fostered international callaboration.
come of the many venerated Hindu

PIONEER (MAGAZINE -4), 18 JANUARY 2026

 NALANDA

P ABHAY K.

Tithe: Malanda: How it changed the world
Author: Abhay K

MREFP: Taoa

Publisher: Vintage, an impnmt of
Penguin Random House

teachers were Aryabhata, the math-
ematician and astronomer who wrote
Aryabhatiya while at Nalanda, intro-
ducing concepts such as zero;
Nagarjuna, the philosopher who
established Madhyamaka philoso-
phy, meaning the ‘Middle Way', a
major Mahayana Buddhist school at
Nalanda; Dharmakirti and Dignaga,
the logicians and Buddhist monks
who developed Buddhist logic;
Asanga and Vasubandhu, brothers
who founded the Yogachara (Mind-
Only) school; Shantideva, the author
of the Bodhisattvacaryavatara, a guide
to the Bodhisattva's way of life;
santaraksita, the head monk of
Malanda Mahavihara who travelled to
Tiber to found the Samye Monastery.
Tibetan Buddhists credit Nalanda as
the source of Tibetan Buddhism;
Chandrakirt, revered for his commen-
taries clarifying Nagarjuna's philoso-
phy; and Atisha, a Bengall scholar crit-
ical to the “later dissemination” of
Buddhism in Tibet,

Of the many foreign scholars who
came to Nalanda, two famous ones
were the Chinese pligrims Xuanzang
(Hiuen-Tsang) and Yijing, who docu-

s largest centres of brilliance

mented their extensive studies and
teaching experiences at Nalanda,
highlighting its international
character,

Around 1193 CE, Turkish-Afghan
invader Bakhtiyar Khilji (Khalli) caused
atrocious destruction at Nalanda
University, brutally killing monks
and setting aflame its great nine-
storeyed library, which, according to
historical accounts, burned for an
extended period of weeks or even
months, destroying millions of man-
uscripts and marking a catastrophic
loss of knowledge.

Post-Independence, there has been
a revival of Nalanda in India,

Nav Nalanda Mahavihara was a pre-
cursor inftiative started in 1951, also
near the ruins, focusing on Pali
Buddhizsm and higher learning, pre-
dating the international universicy.

nNalanda Open University was
established in 1987 as another step in
re-establishing Nalanda's education-
al prominence.

In 2010, the process of resurrecting
Nalanda began in Rajgir, Bihar, as the
modern Nalanda University, a 'Net
Zero' international research univer-
sity with a new campus, aiming to
revive the ancient centre of learning.
While the ancient ruins remain, this
new institution carries forward the
legacy, attracting scholars and focus-
Ing on Asian studies, philosophy, and
statecraft. It has been supported by
a partnership of 18 participating
countries that signed a Memorandum
of Understanding for its establish-
ment. These are China, South Korea,
Australia, New Zealand, Portugal,
Brunel Darussalam, Cambodia,
Indonesia, Laos, Singapore, Thailand,
Myanmar, Bhutan, Bangladesh, and 5r
Lanka. Various institutions inspired by
MNalanda's legacy have been estab-
lished in foreign countries. The
MNalanda College of Buddhist Studies
is in Toronto, Canada. The Nalanda
Institute is in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
The MNalanda Institute for
Contemplative Science is in New
York, USA, and the International
Buddhist College, modelled after
MNalanda, is in Hatyal, Thalland.

{Tha besok reviewer ks & VSM (Retd), strategic
atlairs amalyst and farmer spokesperson of the

bkefence Minlstry and the Indian A
vmm“ /
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roribing deskilons, [ETsriinl abricals, and uEssa-

Ten years aﬁer Rohith Vemula’s death, why campus reforms still fall short

T eluwr oarta i e d Lvihs A
oo o sciene [k ! S ™
Tnhih Versula wrobe thes words
fdays bishre hils dooil o Jdam 7,
276 Ten yoars [nier; they remain
# mminder o whal Indin ansvrsitles fdlod o
poETise ol andy & studens macioed by caste, bt o
wyorang mind with mtellectunl pspérations that the
sysierm amud netier mEriors for proiect

In tise decads ashes Rahith's death, Bighar
pdiscation has undergona wiafle reform. Uni
varslties new have aptl-diserimination rmbes,
Erhavaren pommdrheos, ond eqaity ofices, which
Fiaree besin shaped by morad pressure and jolisial
serut oy On paper; the system appacd e mare
respom sive than i did in 3016 Yera hapder guos-
tion resnams largely snexamined: have (hose
reforms changed how universitles think and
t#ach, or only how 1hiv manage complaints?

FOCUS ON FROCEMIRE, NOT KNDMWLEDGE
Frhath's death i= ofien remembersd os & fidre of
pecendare dolayed aotion, mishandind soemplainty
and et bonal apacty Bul ot o mores fedamersal
|l it wana Fadure of Rncerbdpe. The university
i brvhabiied ool endicens mules and seue notioes,
v Tl b s o e Db llecioad world of o
g e wilshasd 1o crvier This ieskon comiireoes oday
Whaike grie i | il il o, ey
oo wirhin amdemde cuinres shapad by iekor
ited hisrarchaes, mcbading what is teught, whose
Hrscrwbisfign eonants, wiilch Ristories remain periph-
ersl, mnd whio holds fal doc isen-making swthorit
That stharity rrely les wih thoce most al-
fected by exclusinn, Currlcular decislons are typ
jcally lspulsied within secially homogenecus
facitiy bhodies, where daminans framewnrks are
reproduced m disciplinary oomnon sense, Hesist
gmoe to gilrracilar change need nod be malicloos
t b et e 10 et eppenrs s A rtia, ovierdnad,
arclaims ol academic peotraliey Yol theresult i
the same: cxisting kpowledge remains ielack,
whiilp rEnsormatree demands for carricalar asd

Ineslcociensd refioem &re treaind as exte roml, op-
tional or somecne plee’s responeibilisy

Cwar tha past donde, universiiies have -
conze Fur better 2% demonstraiing compl lancoe. In
Fhi Bk £Rsn SCEAAFIAE, COMMINGES AR Const-
tuted, tlmelines are presdrioed. hoarings ara
sehaisduil e, &R FopaTls BT WITIEER 23 & mplter
of (ol coumpd ian e This prosadiural expansions
criafes ihe appearance of accounbakaling Follen-
ing Bahith Vemus's desth, and lzer the deatk
ol Paval Taidvl, T30 regaladions and mmatitalbse-
al grievance framewerks were soughl to be
erengihened in the same of prevention and re-
dress. The Unbversity Grangs Commm issdos niot-
fied i pevksed antidiszimination reguiations
e Jan 13, ¥ed for many complainants, (ha sxpo-
rienoe B oneof oot e radher Lhas
Rt b a narrowhy: respongihility
s diffused; pudccemes are friked 68 MiEuBSEs-
standings rather thin meniesiobons of powrr

Arrass I0 these mEChansms 1% a0 uneven,
Sracleiuis and junsor Baculty cfber enonasior el
doabt, debsy opacind or Informal disconrmpement

I Pstore amy formal bogina Even when
reerdimes e forward, teme isell beoomes an
suleome SeEesinTs pass, courses end, and the
ariginal tnjury mrecdemed sdmisinratvely oot
rathir than aubhsreniively addressed.

INTEMTION BECOMES A REFUGE
A oeirnl pessors b Phat aifldserissinailon mech-

aplems are asked o doowirk Ehey wWies DT O

sl deviation, appareaily something

b corrected theough Eubry aid explanarion, But
wrneh caeta Basid Farm s strochoral §bes mowhat
syllabil privilege or omit. which perspectives amm
treated asemsrdinl orogtional, and how aibeErps
at carrimenrreform e fecilimiod or resdsisd. Ween

harm arises fom these condations, grimninoe pri-
e e 10 MR M T PeesiLLsR he Knams Sadpe
aysie el 1 not under seoatiog

This s also why indention becomres & monvenbsnt
el [P ibations bnskst there was s ik
diseriening be, os I discrimdnation pdsls oy whis
openly deckared. Hui casie often aperabes theoagh

& st nor=es, Sormes of as that da ot armoranoe
I.I'h'.l:l'l.!-d'!.'l.’-.rﬂ g gulceasss declshrely Tnsach
snnbelE, grovancn mechanisss s ) managg
complainanis raiker than condronting the condi-
Eions thie presfoend the complaine.

BEYOMD COMMITTEES

Ten years affer Bohith Vemala's deah, e chal-
Teipe befare Tubian unlvwraities 1s ol merely 1o
rofing procsdume, il o confmnt what teir s
proieetand reproduce. Ans-diserimina e cannot
remale an sden s rative furction dotached fom

Ity il 8 Wil ingness to recogm bse harm e whan
It s strumiural miher then personal, Deherwise,
refizem risks bevesying ritusl: rules withous justios,
il process Witk ascfarmaticn m

Bauth feackes af 0P Sindal Glsbel Unipwritn:
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Higher education institutions need
Systemic reforms

N an ongoing case relating to student sui-

cides, the Supreme Court of India has issued

nine directions to Central and State govern-
ments. Recognising the massification of higher
education front-ended by privatisation without a
commensurate boost in quality, the Court has ta-
ken note of student distress covering financial,
social, social injustice and academic issues. The
Court has invoked Article 142 of the Constitution
and seven of the nine directions relate to record-
keeping, reporting, and tracking suicides in high-
er education institutions (HEI) separately. Two
directives order the filling of the posts of Regis-
trars and Vice-Chancellors as well as all vacant fa-
culty positions. Evidently, the Court sees these
steps as critical to student well-being.

Across India, ground reportage shows that ma-
ny public HEIs, especially universities, report
50% vacancies. The University of Madras is a case
study as it is the premier State-administered HEI
in Tamil Nadu — a State which leads the naticn in
enrolment in higher education and with a stellar
record in women's education. With such a sto-
ried legacy, the university was known for quality
research besides awarding degrees in affiliated
colleges through examinations. -Teaching became
an important component in the late 1970s, but in
the last decade, its decline has been pronounced.
Mo new faculty appointments have been made
and the teaching strength is half of the sanc-
toned strength. The university’s research com-
ponent is just about functional. It boasts of
centres for advanced studies such as in philoso-
phy, botany and mathematics, but these are a
shadow of their original selves. Today, the hu-
manities, science-based and social science re-
search focused on Tamil Nadu, that the govern-
ment can leverage from its public universities,
has been given short shrift. Vice-Chancellor ap-
pointments have been stalled by a recalcitrant
Governor. The ambiguity thrown in by the Court
on the Presidential reference on a Governor's
powers may need to be resolved before Vice-
Chancellor vacancies can be quickly filled. Filling
faculty positions would have to follow UGC pro-
cess that takes at least six months and a budge-
tary commitment that may be helped with Union

ent support. Availability of qualified fa-
culty can be a hurdle. Corruption and paolitical-
ideological appointments have affected quality
and need to be addressed. Although the four-
month schedule prescribed by the Court might
seem daunting, the order is a call to action to ful-
fil the basic requirements of a robust public high-
er education system before goals such as Viksit
Bharat can be seriously aspired for. ™\ [
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Archana Buhramanian
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3 Istitupo Marangond Parks,
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idermity becomes powerfil
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mirme. Select elements disar
carmy meaning and arie
laie why they mamer. At
the same time, understand
1 mEarken vou) want i en-
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EDUCATIONPLUS

GET THE EDGE

ulmral  cueersatdon,
thieir work becomes both
locally rooged and globaly
redevan,

What are the skdiils that

tokary's students must
im mm_.pl‘.'ﬂl];-';ﬂ

prowina

and rapidly dhanging

fashion Indusiry?

Curbesity and adapabiity

Fashion
beyond fabric

Massimo Casagrande, culiural strategist and Director of
Education Istituto Marangoni Paris, on what studenes need
to do to prepare for the future of Gshion

ane ememilnl. The mdiasry
changes Faster than any
curriculisim, 0 smudenes
mus cilivate the abdity o
lesm, wEnlearn, asd ne
tearn, Techmcal skill is free
potant, but mindset s de
clsve, Designars  ooday
nesd  srrasege  chinking,
the confidence W0 expert
o, and che resdlence io
navigate uncertalnty. They

must  undersand  male-
riaks, digital bools, ealieral
research, and nurrmmllﬁ
o Bui, equally, 1
u::! uu'r:r:mﬂ imtelli-
BETE, thae ghvility do codlab-
peane, imerpret Seedback,
and artinalabe jdeis

Sustainabilliny is mo
lomger apiional. S0 ow
can stodents

eivinuld pever b seon

comies & Source ol Innova-
tion, [ encourage shadenis
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Whiat materisls ain 1 Choos-
img and who® What value
does this garment add £n
cogrieomie’s life? How does
|t hoseonir erafe, Labocar, and
longevity?  Sxstainabilicy
isn't ondy abon materials,
iI's about intemtion, pro-
coas, and impact. Snodems
can experimeni with mod-
ulasiy, upcychng, digital
sampling; and shoewr design
principles without Insing
acsthetie expression.
wdmmhﬂy Nt
I HArT,
creativity expands because
it Decomes  parposefil
rather than decoratke

Whist shauld design
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shudents for careers in
Al digital faskion, and

coila
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poal s o ghve dtudents 4

Followus ) facebook.com/thehindu €3 twitter.com/the hindu  (2) instagram.com/the_hinda

conepinal frammework thar
alilws them to navigae
charge  combdentiy, We
[MLSE ShEale EnVioaIimeEns
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peers, and strategists. Fash-
om  now  sits af the
imersection of  culrure,
cation, 50 Studencs mes
becamas fuent in mulsiple
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signers who work with
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temporary design think-
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Patent rights and public health:
What are Bharat’s options?

v

-
SIDEBAR
Ev J! J5a1 DEEF-’J.’.

K MY detart amicle tidled 'Enforcing
i Pt Bangain' (IE, Taruary 340,
2125 under this column, 1 shared
iy views om sirking a balanoe he-
mween enforcement of incellectual
propety rights (IPR] and pablic health
phllgations in the conemd of Bhasal. The
beoad andertone af the articls was that
while Bhsisar had chligamions under TRIPS
to enforce [PES, it equally had the right
aniddier TRIPS 0 peotect B8 fstbonal inber-
et i the contea of public health, among
other Chimgs. SEmply pul. peotection of
pubiic health concemns through TRIPS-
I‘.'ﬁ:l:l.Fl:l.l:l'L[ sharubory mechani=ms 1o pre-
went gras or enfoscement of “svergreen-
ing patents® wounld not gualify as
“pobictio ", AS B AEqEIUE, Thad also
taken the position that inceothvising un-
sl wndd imseguirable conduct of ever-
Ereenieg paceniees i the -
maceutical and agriculniral sectors)
would comse ot the expense of statfory
dights and legitimate interests af arher
Endshelders such asthe state, societyand
Eeneric manufacturers. Thiz would lead
o sub-opiimal and anii-competitive
markst HECHTHS.
T parrpecese oo {1 A FEATHETE W0 o io
actvoeasr Sor im-
movation and the invesrment made (o=

Tarving a second bibe ar & petend moncpoby
oy subestanidally the s me dnagg by epacks
egging bt [ @ Enanaver thar does noc enhance:
I therapastic efficacy: Simply g, th par-
eni regime of the country prevents the
Fracy. af a second patent an old wine ina
fiew hortie Ln relation to any are af tech-
naogy, With hameis-driven mriffsabee-rat-
Wirg Tram certabn quartess, thisdiscusssion
| dsslimes greater significance pow slncs
Bisarait B ot st man senvice sl the
g v oy b vl T 10 -
vanee |5 pubilc health goals as well as in
deter pnuskes evergreenlng belasvour.

Given that the corsduct ol so-called phar-
fsscEutleal innovatars from the Global
Morth has been called inbo question in their
o couairies, Bharad would be well withli
hermighisundes TRIFS miake o choser ook
ar the condact of the very sxine players
within fts territery and explose aptions
under ite patent famesock,

Under Secthon 4M4hof the Palents A,
thegorvernmen (peniral And S does i,
nized the consent of & patentes Lo impo a
paabenied drug from any jurisdiction for fis
em se ar for disiitution nany disgses-
ary, hospital or cther medical instinaiion
madncained try o an hehalf of the povern-
meent. It can, theough gaeetle nitiflcathan,
exbend the saam® (Aol O 8 Noo-RoWeTT-
meriial netipatian the later Faea pecoed

BLLLIS RN KM R SASELAAE
tican Henited o Uhe afllwent or indluertial,
et wnder Section 66 of the Pacents
At Thee coptral goverrimenk has perems of
Falelyradabe amplitads b resoke: a paberd in
pastilic Emtenest. after hearing the patences,
Ifthegowemment 5ol thi oplnbenthar the
pareiin of the mode In which it & exencissd
by the patemtee b5 mischiesous oo the S &
oF gerseaully pavlicicial ro (e piabllc. To
e efTect to s power, the Centze may
Patent CHfoe i oomqile a s of
patenas that alTect eritbeal areas such as
puhilic health iand mardine
wach patenia eirhes for eregraening, orche
maneeer of their enforoament o comeneT-
clallsatbon to check iFihe patentes's con-
i T b o ukd bl po che comsumang
jpubdic. Sudh an exescise oookd obrdate the

al public service in the realm of il fioe protmcted comventional
healthcare. This wiggle room  Thepiatent regime prevents  acvenarial procesdings by privaee
availabde ander the Patents Act u:gmn:ufamrdpmmm pastles far revocation Hﬂ:m
mmu"“'l ||m|" “t :':E “""’[m“! l:i- old wineinanew bottledn Lo ort vy shuisive patentees
cology drugs and the like, e- refation lﬂm‘!r'am;fhr hmwm&mmmnm
..:.:gmuj - gy. With macy af the Glebal South, e
ls.an ity of quallty e eqprline from certain quarters, Ao s Sacilo
u.prmlcq' Fﬁ:{?&ﬂmﬁﬁ this discussion assumes o the Falena Act, Bharat oo
ponaitions |s no longer & urban greater significance caberbothi ‘health needsof

phenefnefan., noc s thelr ailic

Aufrican nithors whose manalec-

taring capabillties In the pharmoceutical
SPTTEE AP efther | of fof-Exist-
erit. Slemphy pa, s possiblio foran Inclian
e e dnag maiifacticer bobe granted a
cumpulsary lcence by the Indian Fatent
Offioe bomanudscrure the palented drug in
Blsisat for export 8o an Aftcan mackon. OF
course, the patentes may be compensates
o iefnnalile Terine for Lhe ssmiance ofithe
coimpulsary loenoe,

The Peresis Aot als hid & provision
for the application of the power of 2=mi-
nent domain. Under Sectlon 102, it &
poesihle FfoF the &enacral government.
throsagh s gasete notslication, to acquire
for public purposes a patent applicarion
&f | PEEnE over & invention, The com-
pensation for such acquisition could be
arelved at cheegh el agreeimsen e
e Ehe goviernmment and the patent ap-
plicant/patentes, ora high coun can de-
cerminie such compensation [n rhi v
Lh pearties: Bl bo sggree on the temnsof the
compensabion.

I adafithom po sl apiions andar the
Patents Act, it is aleo possiihle foratmsie
patenzees tn he hauled up far abuse of
dominant pestion under Chd Coam peti-
tiom Mot 20032, With such a wide aszay of
TRIPS-compliant powers which ase szarn-
tocly availainde bo cabir b0 Bhama's public
health needs, ghven the nanber of i5-
stances of patent abuse through ever-
iEreeniyg by “Enmoteaton” froms Che Glotal
Bicernh thiat haves come bo bght In (ke phar-
mueeuical space theough o spate of judg-
memis. I 55 e for Uhe cesars] and smre

nis o deew uj et adled prareng
policies ns pam of thedr public health
frarmewarks. Whilp oneundersiamds that
e dssioe 5 Good prirely begil and theee are
conslderations of optics and fragrmslicm
len:emy thie point of view of investment ancd
trmche, acalibeabed padicy frameweri must
be pust in plac b respand oo abusive he-
hawiowr, and inveked in pablies interest
againse pabitual offendecs.
i 1k it aticle, I will discuss the
orher sideofl the egquation - creating an
erosytem far innosation.

Tibe v eier |2 8 RRAROT AShOCENN ARG TISIG
bedzre the Hiph Courd of Defi and

the Suprame Court ol kndia, Ha s theauthar
of ingl that s Bharat- Coloniglity.
Chadization, and laddis, Bharat
mnef Pakdalas: The Constiutionad Joimoy of a
1.:'- W Barradched Crakisatine
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st i hasrman histoey is often diveded inoo rhe eres
BL and AL s e longer unseasonsble o
imaging tha Inrenners Srory split bensean BAL and
AAL — Behere Antificial Intelligence and After
Amificial Infelligence in Thiidlﬂmatittranr.llnn.
ani gt b revalucionary Institulion stands ar
a crassrosds Wikipedia, which sumed 15 this
janaany. Bam in the age of dial-up mddeims and
rurured in ti opimism of early cyberspace,
Wilkdpedia now fireds isell navigating the shadows
— and possibilites = cast by AL

When Wikipedia wentanline an j26 usny 15 2000,
it s e brira hikd of nast men wiha represent
#d teen conimasting ingeflechal femperamaengs af
the digital age. [immy Wales, an infermes endre
preneur with liberarian inssnct, belisved deeply
in radical openness and rowd wisdom. Lamy
Sanger, 3 mained philosapher and Wikipeda's firs
editar-in-chiel, worred that unfiltered openiess
coudd wndermine peutrality and epistemic
ol omiievmmaplem i o g

wEn CESTREE 3 ',

Bopaton and expemise, de and ﬂiidpim
cantinues 1o define Wikipedia even at 2LYel,
againg all skepricism, Wikipedia sunvived —and
mamphed. Al 8 Eme when knowledse was
either [ocked behind academac paywalls or
cumiEd by el s, Wikipedia demolished
theidea mat infarma ton M have gatebeehers I
deciared, bakdey and unapalogetically, thet knowi-
ecipe e no monopoly. Arpane coidd wribe
Amyame conikd edit, Aryone could camedt in doing

a3, Wikapsia Decamme e e e experiment
im the demsocratization of infarmation in hsnan
hitsiary,

Today, Wikipedia exists in mare than 300 kan-

Praceins fvieer 140 il lican artckes, and i amamg
thie most visived websites in the world. For sog-
dents in rural ndia, actviss in Africa, joumalists
Im Latin America, and citizens Wl’l'!"-“'lm.
Wikpedis becarme the firt port of call on the Infor-
mation superhighway. i factened hiersnchiesof
knowledge dissemination and transfoomed
passhve CONSUMETS iNlo active pariclpants, The
rraditicnal fiow of imfonmetion — from eite pro-
ducers o mass audientes = was disrupbed
frereyer BuE Wilkipeia's siver pabline arrhees af 3
micmeent af profeund wncertaintg. Artificial
Inelligence, particularty generstive Al, threacens
1o redraw (he archibechure of (£ 8
Tooks poweered by large language micdels no
IoagRT meeredy retreve informarkon chey syntle-
sipe, paraphease, predict and even “creane” i The
guestian is ne [ooger how humans socess infor:
miaticn, bus whesther bumans will remale central
£ Ies provduss tha. Irpndal by, Al Systerms e 3 Sig-
nilicant debe to Wikipedia 16 freely lioensed
cortent has served as a foundational datases for
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Wikipedia@25: Knowledge at the crossroads

Wikipedia~the world’s most radical expedment in democratic knowledge—faces its greatest challenge yel. At 25, the platform that once reshaped
how humanity leams must now redefine its relevance in 8 world increasingly mediated by Al and machines

rraining &l models inasense, Wil pedia s bath

the parent snd the prey of Al = narunng the
wystems that may eventually cwershadow i,
Search engines abready answer quesians
withiout directing wsers oo Wikipedia pages,
Chiat ooy SLEm s 2e b pics in seooedls, rocling
e e e 1 O NSl § oo gial ponaes, Theerisk
15 T e, bl invesitilay,

This marks a shift fram the age of infarmation
retrieval to the age of information
e iation Wilkepsdia was built for the fonmer —

= - al.

natular knowsedpe dissemanatnon, sBowing
hitstories, cultures, and pErs 5 Dutskle
Westemn academia to find space anline, &
systems mainad predominantby on Engksh-lar-
Esage and Wemnm-oen i clara thieaoen i mar-
ginalize 1hese yoites Nerher. I Wikipedia
weakens, 50 does the digital peeserce of the
ok Somih. Alcan assist editors by detecting
wandalism, trimslating articles across languages,
summTrnEing sounoes, and idendiing gapes in oo
ETIge.
Wildpedia's 25:90ar foumey aleo ofers 2 dson
Tor thie B poll s ol kndvwledes n anera
of misinfgmation, deeplfakes, and &pisbems
Chii Irust has bedomme the most walusbie cur
rency. Wikipedss eamed tmast mot through
Butiariy, bat through process — openness, wr
INahiliny, amd coleciive respon-

i mansparent, edimable repositony whene users

m TT%“ pould see sourtes, dehates, mmu.ar-:‘d;
’ prusties, Ad, Ly CONCTASE, 0ften cpamabes a5 2 bla
THAN 300 um.lmelEm comfident answers without cita-
LANGLAGES, hans, comtest, or docon EE, i delig 5o, it
HOSTS OVER 60 risks reversing one of Wikipedia's greatest
MILLION ARTICLES, e e
T L)

AND IS AMONG THE ot sestvaiipwciars rievance, bt fhe
MOST VISITED wary idea of democratic knowisdge.
WEBESITES IN THE =~ Wikipedias model assumes thar
WORLD truhi emengss (ARQUED (oseCine

=

| Centre For Sow Raian
Stadies, SovoEl  al
EiEtiilerst Siggigs &
Eula Lonpwns Poreichany
Ceniral University

-
The wrter Is Frobeisar of

soruciny, disagreement, drd correciion. Al
models, oo, optimize far coherende rather
tham truch, Buency ratlser than faimess. They
reflect existing hizses embedded in ramng data
and amplify deminant narracives — aften from
the: Glibal Morth, in Englishy, and from digitally
privileged comirrinales,

Thits ks whiere Wikipedia's continued relevance
hiecoinyes critical, In an Al-saturalsd ecosysem,
Wikipedia remains one of the [ase |arge-scake,
nan-profit, human-heraied Enowledge plat
feems, it does pot chase clicks, sofl mis, arop
mise for sutrage. it newtrality palicy, thaugh
imperfect, is enforced shrough transpansnl
rules @l communiny defiberation. Ermons e not
hiddai they are comected i pildc wew. T
thom stands In shasp conerast 10 algaritbmic
daciny

For cousiries like india, the srakes arne even
igghesr. Wikipedia has played a crucial role in ver-

sibalicy, Al systems, iFthey s

'.Lrht. iﬂ“ttr b triiseed, reust beamn froen chis

el rather thesn undermine L
Thereisalsea deeper phikisoph-
ical guestion ar play, Wikipedia
repressis Ehie Enlignienmient idoal thas knowl:
cdge pragnises ihcagh reasoned debane
shared imdquirg. Al risks usheting In a post-
WIIEHWHTWMLMNWS ang oo
sumied withaul UIH!I'ﬂuI::dml mﬂh&mﬂirﬂ.ﬂr
repilaces skepticsm b such 3 world,
is not gnorance, I:l.llt wﬂﬂnﬁ-ﬁ“ﬂnﬂuﬂ#
Wlkipedia sheps e s 5200 DERLITY.
{E st neassest i ounding vision with rereved
UTRENCY,
The IPTEmet may o be divided ko BAL g
AL bub Wikipesdia mustensure that e human
remaii ar the center of know ledge.
iy chatienge |s nol iechnokogical phoole§CRnne.
bur ol nelevance Taeaty-five Wears B0,
viskipeda proved that knowiedge does mok
belong 60 Ins BEULNE, COTpaTaLians, of EXperts
i, H bekngs to bamanicy, o the shadow of
AriNcial Ingelfgence, Ehat idea bs mare T
= AN [FONE RECEssany — Hhin BT
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Incllan Schulars Decode Dutch Records
to Rewrite Kerala's Colonial Past

FAIZAL
KHAN

Four students from India headed for the
Wetherands under an agreement signed
between the two countries (o discover unex-
plored colonial history in the depths of an
untouched archive.

Cosmos Malabarbcus, the Indoe-Durch project
that thewoung students were entrusted with,
was expected to reswrite the medieval history
of the then Malabar region, providing rare
insights into whiy the Kerala model of devel-
opment experience was different from the rest
of Indiz and even the rest of the world.

Mearty two years later, fascinating tales from
1650 AD o 1800 AD, when present-day Kerala
was under Dutch rule, have emerged from
painstaking research by the Indian students
who pored over tens of thousands of manu-
seripts from the peried written in the old
Dutch language.

“Four students from Kerala came o the
Metherlands for studies. They learned old
Dutch and were in an internship ar the
National Archives of the Netherlands. They had
a very intensive course,” says Jos Gommans,
the Duech historian behind the Cosmos
Malabaricus project, named after Horfus
Malabaricus, a botanical treatise of the
Malabar coastal region by the 17th cenmury
Dutch Governor Hendrik van Rheede,

Neglected history

“The Dwtch archive on Asla, especially on
Eerala, is extremely rich, but it has been
neglected for a wvery long time," explains
Gommans, a Professor of Colonial and Global
History at Leéden University in the Netherlands,
who is a prominent speaker at the jaipur
Literature Festival {|LF), beginning on january
15 The india-Dutch academic collaboration,
which recelved the nod of the Ministry of
External Affairs, is the result of a Memorandum
of Understanding signed bebween the Kerala
Council for Historical RBesearch and the 1575-
founded Leiden University and the Hague-
based National Archives of the Netherlands
three years ago.

Among the many discovertes made by the
Imdian students is how the Mulkuva commu-
nicy, & fisher people’s community in Kerala,
was protected by the Dutch rulers. But the
highlight of the studies is the stary of a much-
neglected Dutch ranslator who collected
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stories about Kerala's myths and history.

“%0 far, nobody has looked at this persan,
Van Meeckeren, 8 Dutch company employee
and a diplomat who was one of the transla-
bors who served In Kerala for several decades
and had a finger in every dich, almost,” says
Gommans, the author of several books on the
cultural and intellectual exchanges between
Europe and [ndia, "Mesckeren's Rther was a
Dutchman and probably his mother was
fram Kerala,” he adds,

"Meeckenen was very much awane alwhat's
gaing on. He also had this historical interest,
50 it was a really, very important figure that
nobody knows aboul. Heé wirobe a suney of
Kerala history, and all that in the early 18th
century. 50 | think he's really the kind of some-
body we discoverad In the archives, | have to
say.” adds Gom mans, who has written extens
sively on Dutch colonial history,

spanned a vast geography, from Basra in Irag
to Deshima in Japan. Observant adminisra-
tors of the Dutch East India Company kept
daily records of economy, trade, judiciary and
cwen places of worship up to the village-leved,

While some Dutch records exist within
india, most of the manuscripts of Dutch
administrators were taken to the Nethedands,
which are now housed in the Mational
Archives in the Hague. “The Dutch records of
Malabar are 100-metres long,” says Gommans
about the digitised manuscripts that contain
[ictle-known aspects of Malabar's history.

“The Dutch had a very desp interest in
knowing what's going on, whether In a
temple, who is the patron in what temple,
what kind of political rivalry is going on in the
parronage of a temple. So that all chat infor-
mation 5 in the Dutch archive,” says
Gommans, whose published works include
rwo monographs on eardy modern South Asian
history—The Rise of the Indo-Afghan Empire,
1H0-1780 and Mughal Warfare: Indian Frontiers
and High Roads to Empire.

*l think there Is a real gap, let's say, for the
Dutch period,” explains Gommans. “That's
because the archive is in Dutch language and
not many people know the Dutch language.
Sowme have a period that is fairly well covered
in the Portuguese pertod. Then we Zo into the
1ath century, the early modern period, in
which all these Aourishing reglonal commu-
fikties simply continue to exist, but we don't
know what happened,” he adds.

"The Dutch were really very much invohved
in various courts in Kerala, 50 they wrote very
detailed reports about what was going on at
these courts. The English period |5 better
covered because of the access that people
nave o the El'tili.'ih archive, because

Including the co-edited Exploring
the Dutch Empire and co-
authored The Dutch Overseas
Empire, 1600-1800,

Gommans latest book, Sumn, Empe'rur and
Pope: Neoplatonic Salar Worship in Mughal
Indiz and Earberini Rome, will be released at
ILF. "Meeckeren's records are a massive
source of history,” says Gommans, who
headed several programmes at Leiden
Uﬂl'n"E"I'ill'ﬁl'l-n the pait twa-and-a-half decades
o equip cver 150 students from Asiz and South
Alriea with the skills to waork with Dutch colo-
rial archives, fosiering a l]l!!r."p-&r integration
of these sources Into the reglonal histories of
fsia and Africa.

Micro-level records

The Dutch, who defeared the ruling
Portuguese (n 1658, dominated the Malabar

region before they were in turn defeatad by
the ritish. The Dutch emplre In Asta, which

wias headguartered in Jakarta, Indonesia,

The Eim;u er

of the language and all these
gazertes. The Dutch really have a
huge gap. 50, | think to g6 Fom the
Portuguese to the English, that is the
challenge, and therefore, you need the Dutch
perod materials,” says Gommans.

The Indlan students, who joined Leiden
Unlyersity for a Masters programme In
Colonial and Global History and learning
medieval Dutch, will complere their studies
mexl week. 1 think the project s owver,” says
Gommans, “We don’t have any funding
anmymere, We were already quite lucky with
getting funding. It's partly funded by the Dutch
government and partly by the Kerala govern-

ment." he adds. 'li-'.ﬁq' .
Thewitterisaserior (@) daityplonger
Jeamatist with a fooes on
castamparary hisory, (@) Sallsioncer
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Book reading: Are we Insing this essential skill?
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s the gioba] coonieny & res-

haped by geopalitial ben-

siong, 1arift warsand Al one

certainty remains for eeono-

mies: =susinined irestment
L Rl 5 essenitind todrive inmovalion
and productiviy This iscritical Sar To-
dim. The isaie =0 memely abme im-
proving renkings oo the Global Inno-
yatiom Index — where India has risen
fireatm B2 L 315 b S8 i HEES - bt add-
ressiing (ks lmited presence in global
corprrate RETL

Apcording 1o EL Industrial RéD n-
vestment Soome bl 205, andy 17 Indi-
an companiesappear i the world's op
o000 RED ivesiors, commpared with
B4 From the US, 525 Do China, ¥
from Japan, and 368 fram te ELU Te
gether, Hwse firms acooind Br owr
oy, af global businesssecior BED
The U5 nut only dominates ihe =t —
Tsstingg oo (Fuar DWW EDE Be i v Doty
praaties s the BU — bt i's also expan-
alirss RET irnvestment at nearly doubile
the FITs psace.

A ceniral weakness In lsdla's innoe
varion Endscape is the daminance of
public lunding. Government ccourits
fir bt B4 % of Tradka's todal pross ex-
pendifure on BET (GERD) of about
7177 Inkheri S5 16 ba), wiatle the privic
(esrctarcontribndesanly 3. Incont:
rust, developed emiWimies s DVET
nalf of F&TY spending deiven by buasi-
e erdorprises and higher educa-
tiom, IV insurprising, then, that Indi-

an firms havea limited presence e
bl inowation s
Tese fora are dominated by the
vkl praisd poswer
ful firms
AR,

Copaie | Sk
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Time to enable a transition from a public sector-led innovation ecosystem to a husiness-led one

Pvt India, You R&D or Not?

Alphabes, Meta, Microsodt, Apphe ail
bwidia, These six 15 based companies
aesount for B.7% of M&D sperding
ameng the warlds top 2,000 firms. By
cotiizast, Indin's totad sorporate RED
sperding on: the list i about 57 b, or
&% o the globad tolal, Corporate 1S
spends about S350 b, Chirs {and EU
comntrses bopether) arouad §500ba, Jo-
ey bt 3186 by, ln comparisod.
Phrtcieiers SR ] R, el guibest
disries of US MNCs recaived abouat
2406 bm i inBows from the U5, while
Trdian M3Cs irvessed 221 bn in thelr
(15 affiligtes. This ssymmetry shows
imnmeation kadershipand techdisrup
tion are nat driven by madket se ar
Firme scabe alsne, bt also by sustaimed

chiirms shape global seonemic i ec-
bories, pushi the productivity londer
pnd strenEziben the restlience of global
value chaing It's ako evident in the
pverall corporate REDspending siroc-
ture of 17T comapanies. COialy one comgs-
ry, Tata Motars, which ranks 63 gh-
hally sccounts for 58% of Tndian cor
prrate RET The nther 1 companics
e all ranked well beyond U global
b SN, with & comibaresd s of am-

= pnovation leadership and tech
disruptlon are not driven by market size
or {irmscale alone, but also by sustalned
inwesimant In knowledge crestion, new

pecnnologies and Gusingss mooels

iGo o, put your mmmru

Rl Do pamalin. )
India remains far fom Hhs s

(i, Wil pressure an Gal 1o SITEAE-
by fhe: ressparch ponsyshern prTsIats

et oty thrth Ameandiuin
Matinnal  Pessarch Froaratiat|riny
{ANEF) thike alone wan't suffice. We
ak privatesector parficipain Lipmlts
it sabiliby o gEneratE thee wrsler ol FisH:
taiting: and innovation-driven T
s st L el ik BT

For kang-term oo petitiveaess. tla
sl ioeakanee must be adifres
il 5 it ninderping India's perstent
pap with tine woeld’s lesdin s
rine e The gag b= evident in
leraver pateri imtersicy within mnpdva-
ticen clusbers, feaer high-im pact seer
tlfie publications, Jimited el o
pital imesstment and weaker overml
1ATLOVAT D PRLEETES

Indiadoesnt lack capabilicy tobalid
a thriving, innevathe emsysEm. [
possesses all the right ingredients, be

sl T2ET] or (53] o, which 5 Jess i human capizal, startup landscpe or
than Tate Metoes RED sponding of  grassmaots innovators. But it sfill
alou £ cr abour 3.3 bnl lacks private sector dy-
Indis’s corporate RED profile is lar-  namism to nrm kn-
gely pomeentrated inautomebiles and  pededge inpuls
headth-related mdu
siries. |n other o Ona company, Tala
untrles like Ching,  Motors, which ranks
RRDactivityismore 63 lobalky. atoounts
diversified,  span- for SE% of Indian
ning 1CT producers corporate RED, The

shewed wpwardsenergy and industris]
soaptors, Even thowgh Indla’s secteral
foenis reflects participad on nrelaine
Iy arhvarced ndostries, diversifieation
ard foch intensity to drive ghobal lea-
dership are sl missing elements i6

COHpEies

Pevand these siatistics es a deeper
struciural consizaing: odisis yel o e
acht e critical nflection poim nciibe
vrs] by Yeading irmenvaticn economics,
(ilobal evideee shows Phat advanoed
ceatnmbes build desp pools of skillsl
researciers,  industrial - capabalites
and pesparch funding until husiness
R&T owertaloes pubilbe spending and
beromes e primeey engine al e
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Wikipedia has 3000 iPhones worth of content
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For weed-hit farmes,

scienceis surestantidote

EEDSARE aknown threat toagricultural produce.
growingat theirexpense by competing with them
for nutrients, water and sunlight. Most of these un-
wanted plants areabove the ground, makingthem
amenable to manual removal. The problem is with weeds that
attach to the roots of plants. By the time their shoots come out
and are visible, the damage is done, Mustard farmers in Rajas-
thanand Harvanaare now facingthiswith Orobancheaegyptiaca,
4100l parasitic weed that has become a major “hidden” threatto
India’s biggest edible oil
_ Theproblem highlights the need foragricultural R&D as an
‘mperative for the country’s food security. Theurgencyis even
tmore in the context of climate change and the emergence of
new pathogens and weeds. If weeds cannot be removed by

: oming scarce, more
required atbreeding variati ng ’ efforts are

2 esor hybrids - =
application of herbicides. T ybu that can tolerate” the

: he Indian Agri tu )
stitute and Savannah Seeds Bilve da Agricul ral Research In

veloped rice containing a

and gene-edited cro '
mustn’t close the door on GM. Delhi University scienn'lg.ﬁt's?:l?é

developed GM mustard lines inc:ﬂrpﬁrev:[i.ng aforeign ‘cpq epsps’
andadouble-mutant ALS gene conferringtolerance to different
herbicides. The potential for usingseveral herbicides canaddress
the resistance that can build up to asingle molecule because of
continuous application. Agriculture is too important a sector to
not try out new technologies — or at least test their efficacy and

biosafety through large-scale field trials. 5'«1.,‘& y
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Reading India’s political mood at
the World Book Fair
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K ditor’s
T.-ft KE
Are reading habits
really dying?
The New Delhi World Book Fair stands as a

compelling rebuttal to fears of the decline of books,
yet it needs to be promoted and cultivated

if anyone doubted the waning of reading habits, they oaly
needed to visit the New Delhi Intemational World Book Fair The
pulblic respanse was aveswhelming and so was publisher
participation. The New Delhi World Boak Fair 2026, the 53rd
edition held from January 10 to 18 at Bharat Mandapam, had
unprecedented footiall. One thousand publishers fram mare
than 35 countries pasticipated. The grand event had around
3,000 stalls showcasing books across languages ard genres.
The faif attracted an estimated over two million visitors-nearly 2
20 per cent Incraasa pver the previous year. Besides the books
an display, there were more than 600 ierary and cultural
everts featuring about 1,000 speakers, alang with themed
pavilions, chil dren's zones and international particigation.
Indeed, the orcasion transformed into a bustling hub of debate,
boek appreciation and cultural exchange. It was indeed an
pecasion to reflect on the fact that boaks have their own place
ewan in the digital age and that books have not fost relevance;
thiey are only overshadowed by dighal gadgets.

No doubt the digital age is here to stay and short text
miessaging has become the narm, bul when you need to
understand a subject or want to delve deeper into an issue,
books are your best frignds. sl knowdedge still comes from
reading books, nat from seralling WhatsApp messages ar
posts, though they may be good ta keep you updated, but they
are na substitute for books.

Hiweser, the argument thal books are losing their sheen is
not without basis. Ubiquitous mobile phones have redefined
how we interact with text and far haw long. It is easier to watch
4 vidio than 1o read, Lang-form reading competes with shor
videos, memes and bite-sized content engineened for instant
gratification. The human aftention span is reduced to that of a

shis nine seconds. Young people v associate reading
with the syllabus rather than to quench thelr thirst for
knowledge and curiosity. W are on the path to becoming a
knowladge economy; paradoxically, we may end up -n_i1hfurer

knowhedgeabile ndividuals if long-form reading is not
promated and cefebrated. ) _

The New Delhi World Book Fair points 1o 3 Very peshe
paint that people would love to read baoks and en_gagela -
the in-depth content provided they have access to It '{I::uli i
thronging the Kidz Express pavilion, dignitanies d”“I" :T-I]
hooks, and multilingual publishers doing risk busingss :

int to a resilient reading culture. Indeed, reading has ";‘H |
died, but it must be consciously defended and nurtured, Peapit
who read widely think deeply. For Indlia, the stakes are
mspecially high. A nation aspiring to global lpaclership canni
rely on surface-level knowledge. Encouraging reading in IAdian
languages alongside English is crudal, for language GO
culture, memory and ways of thinking. Literature in Hindi,
Tamil, Malayalam, Bengali, Urdu and other Indian languages
connects readers 1o lived realities and indigenous knowledge
systems that no algorithm can replace. & truby strang Indi must
be a neading India-curipus, Infarmed and reflective qﬁﬁ’\q} _

-
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What s the future of literary fests?

Books and beyond

RUCHIR JOSHI
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CAMPUS CRIM
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Court dirsctive in Jarmary 025 had alsg i
the UGG tn callpte data on caste Fhatis

complaints under the 02 rules. The data A
why stricter

i & Wer recorded betwoan
20520 and Mzay Pm[ﬁrgwmclhntﬁd&nmm
i lmmmempmm%emwmmﬂaﬂmu

‘:Feltheﬂna]miﬁﬁﬁllhavegnpa,mmmmm.
Jaﬂmuhadmﬂmmm:edmﬁutlmul discrim.
natory practices, inchuding theee pertaining 1o
edmisslons and institutional treatment, The new
Tramewark offers hroader definitions but omits
several specific guardrails, Equity committees
chaired by institutbonal heads risk becoming ad-
ministrative instruments unjess independince is
biuailt inte appointments and reporting. Moreomver,
enforcement will require tramsparent timelies
for Inquiries, public disclsure of ANy misE]
cuteomes, and external audits, Further faulty
ind stafT also need to be mrained (o FECOgnise cashe
biages. The new complaint mechanising also Fail
to protect complainants from retaliation, Support
struetures owtside the complaing pathvay are
equally important. The UGCs dralt mental health
policy fur higher edwestion. with counzelling oen-
free. helplines, and peer support systems, is an
Important steg in this context. Emotional support,
however, cannot be a substitte for institntional
deoontability or 4 firmer commitment to an in-
chusive, non-discriminatory eampus, 0 o
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One of our
SUrgery
professors used
tosay, only in
halfjest, that
doctors are
‘glorified
masons. The
remark carried
animportant
truth. Medicine
isas mucha
craftasitisa
science

Slashed NEET-PG cut-offs
point to a larger absence

HILE NEET-PG cut-odTs

hawve beenslashed in pre-

s vers 1o fill vacam

postgraduate seats, the

move this year has
whippoedup asocial media storm. A recent
PIL im theSupterme Court by o gropofdoc-
ks posits that this miove dsks compromis-
ing the integrity of the profession and
threatens public health.

Critics argue that a disproportionate
numberof thése vacancies exdst in private
madical colleges, and that lowerng cut-
offs risks allowing students with inad-
equare foundational understanding to
enter postgraduate training, A zero per-
centile means that all students qualify,
miaking mere appearance in the exam the
only prerequisite, But it is guite another
thing that erratic counselling schedules,
sudden pattern changes, and delayed
sessions in the past few vears have ren-
dered the exam a hollow ritual,

One of our surgery professors used to
say, only in half-jest, that doctors are
“Blorified masons”. The remmack carried an
Important truth. Medicine is as much a
crafl as it is a sclence, With the current
examination pattern, whether university
exams centred on 10-20-mark questions
or MEET-PG dominated by recall-based
MC0s, canawe seriously claim that these
rests are reliable judges of clinical com-
petence? In fact, the spectacle of students
whio have cleared the entire MEBS cur-
riculum scoring less than -40 marks high-
lights the dichotomy that once plagued
undergraduate entrance examinations,
where entrance exams do not quite align
with the school curriculum. Medical
undergraduates are forced to choose be-
pween studying for university exams and
studying for NEET-PG simply because
the vwo differ in pattern and emphasis.

Online coaching platforms like
Marrow and Prepladder, which have capd-
tallsed on this divide, have forler
entrenched it Warching undergraduane
students sit through lectures with heacd-
phones on, funed into Marrow, has trans-
formed the classroom inlo @ pantemime,
leaving professors as  dissatisfied
performers armed only with the stick
of attendance,

They may be able to identify the balg-
ing fissure sign of Klebsiella priciemonicee,
vet struggle to confidently dingnose a rou-

tine case of pheumococcal preumonia or
decide nn the appropriate course of treat-
mnent, It brings to mind T S Eliot's famous
limes; *'Where is the wisdom we hawe lost
In knenwledge? Whers s the knowledge we
have lost in infermation?™

This is where the proposed MNational
Exit Test (NEXT) holds promise, Envi-
sloned as a common exit examination re-
placing both final-yvear university assess-
ments and NEET-PG, NEXT proposes a
two-lier structure; A theory-based MCOQ
examination serving a5 a licentiate test,
followed by a practical, clinical assess-
ment. Perhaps what is needed is an even
more comprehensive framework as is fiol-
lowed In the West — one in which each
phese of undergraduate tralning carries
meaningful weight in the final assess-
misnt. Such an approach may help draw
students back to classrooms, both physl-
cally and mentally.

Whibe the increase in postgradiate seals
is a welcome development, it must be
backed by stronger oversight and stricter
provisions i ensure quality across medical
colleges. Many institutions continue o
strupgle with faculty shoriages, poor infra-
structure, and compromised training
quality, Itis alsoworth acknowledging thar
asipnificant numberof postaraduate seats,
particularly in non-clinical and tradi-
tionally “unglamorous” branches, remain
vacant. These are largely non-clinical and
paraclinical disciplines that form
the foundational base for more complex
clinical specialties.

Leaving aside monetary consider-
ations, these pradominantly research-
and laboratory-oriented branches have
not been prefeceed by students largely
e to chronic gaps in infrastructure, li-
mited laboratory facilities, inadequate
research funding, and unclear academic
career pathways in many medical col-
leges.Recent efforts by the Mational
Medical Commission to integrate -
search into the undergraduate curricu-
hum are, thersfore, welcome.

The present controversy shoukd not be
reduced tooutrage over numbsers. [should
instead catalyse a deeper examination of
what we value, how we assess t, and
whetherour current systems truly serv pa-
tients, students, or the profession at large.

Gum‘afgg ﬂ'ﬂ:l'i‘:l’l[ﬂr
.-E'E-q T


Admin
Typewritten Text
INDIAN EXPRESS (P-10), 21 JANUARY 2026

Admin
Typewritten Text


INDIAN EXPRESS (P-10), 21 JANUARY 2026

World Book Fair turns
into Delhi Book Rush

HEN TITLE inflation is rampant across so many
industries, one should not begrudge the humble
reader theirwish fora promotion. Thisis a time of
“voracious” readers (who presumably devour,
rather than read, books) and Bookstagrammets. Dating apps have
respectable populations of “sapiosexuals” revelling in their nerd
cred. Books, for some, have become commodities, to be pos-
sessed, aesthetically displayed and perhaps, consumed in im-
pressive quantities. Is it anywonder, then, that an opportunityto
quickly grab a large number of them should lead to disorder?
Viralvideos purportedly from the just-concluded World Book
Fair in Delhi appear to show crowds of people rushing to grab
books offtheshelves andjostling each other. Someclimb orjump
uptoahighshelftoliterally knock books off. In the aftermath, so-
cial mediahasseenan outbreak of condemnation and pontifica-
tion. The recurring villain in instances of poor public behaviour
— Indians’ lack of “civic sense” — was trotted out, together with
stronger expressions (at least one “moral collapse” was spotted
in the wild) and as-yet unconfirmed allegations of large-scale
theft. And indeed, thoughts on the commodification of books.
Aceording to some reports, the incident was triggered by a
free book giveaway at a particular stall, which led to crowding,
overwhelmed staff and general chaos. So, there may alsobe a
pointtomake about organisation and crowd management here.
Onthe theft allegations, more clarity and official confirmation is
required before anything can be said. As forthe books themselves,
one hopes they end up in the hands of those who will read them,
whether retiring bookworms or raucous book-hunters. A gold
rush can trigger an economic boom in a region — let’s hope the &
Delhi Book Rush of 2026 can at least inspire some minds, 6& |
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Al for all: Building an inclusive future for
women, youth, and the workforce

KAVITA
BHATIA

As India gears up o host the India-Al impact
Summit2026, the mast impactful stories are nod
about algorithms or automation, but abou
inclusicn, The true promise of Al lies in ampdify.
ing human potential, especially among women,
informal workers, and the youth who have long
rernained at the periphery of the formal economy,

Guided by the viskon of*Making Al in india and
Making Al Work for India,’ the Cabinet approved
the indiaAl Mission in March 2024, Under the kead-
ership af $hri Ashwini Vaishnaw, Hon'ble Unian
Minister for Electronics and Information
Technology, the Indial Mission team began work
on strategically designing and implementing key
initiztives such a5 IndlaAl Compute Capacity, the
Indiadl Innovation Centre [IAIC), the IndlaAl
Datasets Platform, the Indianl Application
Development Initiative, IndiaAl Futureskills,
Indial Startiep Financing, and Safe & Trusted Al

The Mission's focus on inclusive growth is
strongly reflected in the Indiadl Innovation
Lentre, which is developing multilingual Large
Language Models and domain-specific founda-
tional maddels taidored o India's diverse sodo-eco
nomic contexts. These models, trained using the
national GPU grid, are being designed (o semnne
WioemET ENIMEpremeuUrs, farmers, gig workers, and
small retallers through vernacular Al assistants,
micrg-advisory fools, and sector-specific knowl
£dge engines.

While much of the glabal dialogue around Al
s focused on productivity gains and compet-
itweness, in India, its most powerful Impact may
be its ability to democratise aocess 1o work, (o
®aming, to safeqy, and to opportunity. This vision
of Al as a tool for inclusion will be at the heart of
the India-Al Impact Summit 2026, to be held in
February. Bringing together policymakers, inno-
vators and indusiry leaders, we aim 1o chart a dis-
Course around how Al can be hamessed for
Peonle, Progress, and the Plansd,

In india’s expanding gig and platfomm economy,
WOmen are increasingly shaping a new digital
'I-'i'ﬂ'ﬂ:f'tlrtf_um Er‘r’l'pﬂ‘n'l.l'E'FEd by Al Whether it i%
WOmen entrepreneurs leveraging Al-driven mar-
ketplaces, or women drivers and delivery part-
NETS navigating safety through Al-powered safety
SYStEms, the technology is quietly reshaping
SEENCY and opportunity. Take, for instance,
Uy and wellness platforms that use Al-
Pased marching algorithms to pair customers
With Service professionals based on proximity,

skill, and past performance. & majoricy of these
professionals are women who now enjoy fexi-
ble hours, predictable income, and enhanced
salety through Al-enabled verification and mack-
iz, Samiarty, ride-haifing pladiorms have integrat-
edintelligent salery systems, from real-time loca-
fion sharing to voice-activated emergency fea-
tures, allowing women drivers to work with
greater confidence and independence. While
these systems existed befone, Al has noeased the
safety, reliability and efficiency of thess platforms.
In rural and semi-urban India, Al-enabied
financial 1ools are promating digital inclusion.
Vernacular Al assistants and voice-based digital
payment systems are helping women over-
come literacy and language barriers, enabling
them to manage finances independently and
securely. For India's youth, Al is not merely a ook
iC b5 an entry point into a new ECOnGmY. ACTOSS
states, government and private sector collabo-
rations are building a pipeline of Al-skilied
talent, from basic digital literacy to advanced
machine learning. The Government of India has
recently launched the YU Al for Al Natonal &)
Literacy Campaign under the Indiadl Mission
Anchored on National Youth Day, the initiative
aims to create foundational Al awareness armang
lakhs of students and young keamers through a
shom, self-paced “ALIDI course. By
[EVEraging existing schoed, higher a-h
educalion, and digital learning t
eCosysrEms, YLWA Al for All seeks
to-democratise access 1o Al knowd:
edge, positioning Al literacy as a core lile skill
rathertham a spedialised privikege, and ensuring
that India's youth across regions, languages, and
SOO0-ECONGMIC backgrounds are prepared to par-
ticipate meaningfully in the Al-driven Soonomy.
Al's role in inclusion extends beyond employ-
meEnt into pubdic welfare. Start-ups like MyGate
and safeHouse Tech use Al-driven analytics to
strengriven safety for women in residential and
Workplace settings. Al-powered grisvanoe redres-
fal systems are being integrated into government
Iwelplines such as 112 Indiz, enabling quicker
response fmes and data-driven deployment of
EMETEENCY Senvices. In the agriculture sector, Al
tooks such as Kisan Al use machine leaming
models to predict pest infestations and weather.
related risks, empowering women Farmers o
make Informed, resifient decisions. Similarly,
fintech innowvarors like indifi and Kinara Capital
are leveraging Al-driven credit scoring to extend
credil to women-led enterpeises thar have histor-
ically lacked access to formal inancial sysrems,
This vision 5 also refiecred in NI Aayog's
report, Al for Inclusive Societal Developrment. The
report shows how Al can empower India's $90
milkion informal workers by expanding acoess to
healthcare, education, skilling, and financial
incluséon. It highlights how Al-driven tools can
hoast productivity and resilience for millions who
farm the backbone of India's economy.

loneer

s A Becomes increasingly integrated intoeco-
nmic and social sestems, ensuring is ethical and
inclusive use has become a national priority.
Anchored in the principle of ‘Al Tor AlL' India’s
approach focuses on faimess, transparency,
and accountahility fo ensure that technology
amplifies opportunity rather than inequalicy, By
ermbedding Al into everyday platforms, from pay-
it and kagistics (o education and public ser-
vices, India is building an inclusive digital ecosys
tem that empowers people at every level india
has alsa implemented the Dagital ShramSeu, a
national mission dedicated o integrating cutting-
edge technadogies into India's informal ecanomy,
The implementation model k5 built on o
pillars; identifying key needs by sector or persona,

_ Umpowerning siaté governments for
EXBCULION, Creating an enabling regula-
tory emironment, and Forming partnes-
ships to drive down costs and ensure
broad access, It will bring together
EOVeTnment, businesses, and NGOS, all operar-
INg under a rignrous system for measuring
Impact. This model of accessibility and ety
offers a compelling blueprint for the Glubal South
an how Al can enable large-scale social and eco.
noenic transformatian,

[Fie first wave of India's digital revolution, led
by Digital India and UP, connected citizens, the
MEXL Must ensure that Al connects them to oppor-
tunity. That means deslgning systems that are
multilingual, gender-sensitive, and accessible,
where the rural woman Entreprener, the data
labeler from Magaland, and the young eoder fram
Bhopal all have a stake in India's Al future

The power of Al in India will not be measured
by the sophistication of its algorithrms, but by irs
Capacity to level the playing field, Women,
youth, and informal workers are nat passive ben-
eficiaries; they are becoming the architects of a
moge egquitable Al economy. As the warld looks
toward India at the india-Al Impact Summit

2020, it will see a nation proving that inclusion
i$ not a byproduct of technology; it is its grear-
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Acall forreformin
higher education

r b Supwemie Court's diroctinns issied while con

F‘*'""F"H{ a report on student distress and suicides

1M e rssines IIIRI‘I]lHI‘“ .'i-['ri"H!'i q‘numrnﬁnrnllnd
mental health i the A ins pparting in frastructure
n Incha’s higher education institutions (HE1s). Based on
aninterim report bya Court-constituted task force. these
directions are aimed at establishing preventive institu-
tional mechanisms for student well-being, The Court
noted that rigid attendance policies, issues related to
curricula and exam assessment, inadequate placement
processes, faculty shortage, and other factors create
mental stress for students that needs 1 be addressed to
ensure a productive academic fife.

The Court issued the directions by invoking its powers
under Article 142 of the Constitution. Seven of its nine
directions pertain to rﬂﬂrdv}rﬁfpjnﬂl rf-pﬁr[ingl and
tracking suicides, while the other two are about filling
upvacancies, The Court directed that vacant faculty po-
sitions, in hath public and private HEIs, should be filled
within four months. Appointments of Vice-Chancellors
and Registrars must be made within
amonth of the posts falling vacant, —
asamatterof practiee. Trwas poinzed Student
out in the task force’s report that, -beinais
according tothe National Education [’
Policy (NEP), leadership positions  [ElUL 1
in HEIs should not be kept vacant i1 8
for long periods, and the tenures of | [FRFS.
outgoing and incoming vice-chan- ——
cellors may overlap for some time.  [Rauaakaiie
Thebacklog of scholarshipdisburse-  RUITEETEN
ments should also be clearedin four  EERETTIHE
months, The Courtobserved thatthe
“massification” and “privatisation” =
of higher education have placed India second globally in
student enrolment, but the rush has left behind a trail of
deaths, distress, vacancies, and exploitation.

Half of the top positions in the HEIs are considered
vacant. They should be filled without delay, but the ques-
tion that follows the Court’s intervention is whether the
appointments can be madein the short period prescribed
for them. Appointments to top positions, including
Vice-Chancellors and Registrars, are caught ina face-off
between governments and Governors in states mlgcl.h:.-
the Opposition parties. They involve legal and political
challenges. Appointments of faculty members have 1
be made in compliance with UGC guidelines, and that
cannot be done in a hurry, violating established norms.
Budgetary considerations also influence these appoint:
ments, Qualified candidates for bath :Iudnm'ugstnllH"-I'E11!'Hj
faculty positions are not always readily available, espe-
cially on short notice. These are challenges, but there s

intent in the Court’s directions that, with prompt
follow-through action, can bea firststeptowardscompre

hensive reform in the sector. gﬂqﬁﬁﬁ /
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R&Dy, Steady, Go
Let’s Get Talent Here

Theproposed Prime Minister Research Chairs (PMRC)in IITs

are an effort to attract top Indian-origin researchers and sci-
entists to the country. The plan to support 120 research fellows
and chairs over 5 yrs acknowledges the central role that R&D
and innovation play in driving economic growth. While the
initiative is welcome, delivering results will require sustain-
ed commitment. This must include a drive to build and own
fundamental R&D capabilities and a strong IP pipeline.

India has entered the global R&D and innovation race late
and withafarsmallerfinancial commitment than its competi-
tors. A stagnant public expenditure of 0.64-0.66% of GDP on
R&D is insufficient. The private sector’s limited contribution
e — around 34% of R&D spending — re-
£ &= flects risk aversion and a focus on short-

== termreturns. This must change. Gol has

—— acriticalrole in shapingasupportive eco-
&= system for R&D and innovation, but its
> %= emphasis should be on policy, governan-

> ¢ ce, and articulating a long-term vision.

Public funding should be deployed to-

ward foundational research, strengthening educational insti-

tutions, and enabling meaningful collaboration between aca-

demiaand industry. Beyond asupply-side approach thatfunds

research programmes, Golmustadopt demand-side, mission-

driven, or ‘moonshot’ funding models. Insuch models, the sta-

te sets objectives, while industry, private capital and the rese-
arch community deliver solutions.

Withoutafundamental shift in approach to R&D investment,
ownership of intellectual property, and mechanisms that lev-
erage public funds to crowd insignificantly larger volumes of
private capital, initiatives such as PMRC risk falling short of
their promise. \G

/
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- Reading as Resistance
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the process in vonclade, pot the
conchsions Sogml puedia s an
uhris processsd mead crvmomed

From H.f i n% Ghatak’s cinematic warning to a British minister's contemporary alarm, the decline
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andwriting Day:

Is the pen losing to the pixel?

PRIYABRAT
BISWAL

There was a time when handwriting was not
mierehy read but felt-when the cunve of a letter, the
pressure of a stroke, and the dhwthm of ink on
paper revealed character, care, and conviction.
From the elegant scripts of ancient manuscripts
e Mahatma Gandhis restrained yet resolute
letters, handwriting camied meanings that extend
et beyond words, In rodays screen-driven age,
however, this deeply human expression appears
to be fading, raising a vital question: is the pen
finally losing o the pixel?

Once a marker of education and identicy,
handwriting now faces an existential challenge.
Keyboards, touchscreens, and voice-to-test tools
have quietly replaced pen and paper in class-
rooms, offices, and homes. Instant messaging and
digital decumentation prioritise speed over
reflection, leaving handwriting confined to cere-
monial wses or personal nostalgia,

Yot the story of Randwriting is inseparable from
the story of civilisation. Long before digital
memory, humanity relied on written symbals (o
preserve knowvledge and govem societes, in india,
palm-leal manuscripts in Brahmi,
Devanagan, and regional scripts safe-
guarded philosopty, medicineg, astron-
omy, and epics across centuries.
Wiriting by hand was not only function-
al but sacred-an act of transmission
BCross penarations.

Even technological revelutions of the past did
ned erase handwriting. The advent of printing
expanded access ro knowledge but did not
diminish the impartance of handwritien corme-
spondence, education, or administration, From
royal decrees to personal diaries, handwritten
words shaped history, law, and culture. The
Constitution of India itself began as a handwrit-
ten document, refiecting the gravity and perma-
nence of the ideas it enshrined.

Modermn neuroscience reinforces what traditon
long understood, Writing by hand activates mul-
tiple areas of the brain simultanecusly, improy-
ing memary, comprehension, and creatvicy.
Children who leam handwriting early often
demaonstrate stronger language skills and deeper
conceptual understanding. The physical act of
forming lettérs creates neural connections that
typing cannot fully replicace,

Handwriting atso offers psychological benefits.
loumnalling by hand is widely used to manage
siress, anxiety, and emaotional trauma. The tactile
tntimacy of pen and paper provides a calming

Eb:_ ioneer

=

’l‘:i s,
S,
riyythm in an otherwise accelerated world, Unlike
feeting digital messages, handwritien Woras camy
permanence and emotional weight.

Socially, handwriting conveys sincerity. A hand-
written letter oF nofe comamunicates intention amnd
warmth that no emoji can replace, In an era of
automated replies and Artificial Intelligence-
generated text, handwritten communication
stands out as authentic and deeply personal.

The digital tide, howewer, continues to rise
Chifdren encounter tablets before pencils, exam-
inations mowve onling, and signaturas are increas-
ingly replaced by biometrics. Artificial ntelligence
can now generare articulate fextwithin seconds,
ralsing concems that future generations may rarely
write by hand,

But what i lost wihen handwriting disap-
pears? Beyond skill, we risk losing reflection, cul-
fural continuity, and ownership of thought,
India's linguistic diversity-expressed through
SCTIPES SWCh a5 Hindi, Odia, Bengali, Tamil, Telugu,
and Urdu-is sustained throwgh handwriting. If
these scripes fade from daily use, cul-
tural memaory itself is threatened,
Encouragingly. revival efforts persist.
Digital styluses, eink tablets, and
hybirid tools now allow handwriting
to coweist with technalogy, More importantly, ini-
Hatives that promote letter writing continue to
miurture this tradichan.

Handwriting may no longer dominate commu-
nication, but it continues to shape how we
connect —with curselves, with others. and with
history. In a world racing towards digital unifor-
mity, the handwritten word stands 25 2 quiet rebel.
lion, a deeply human act in an increasingly auto-
mated age. As long as there are bdeas that
demand depth, emotions that seek tendermess,
and stories thar desenve remembrance, handwrit-
ing will endure —not as an obsolete skill, but as
an awthentic expression of the human spiniL

On this International Handwriting Day, ket us
presenee it not ot of nostalgia, but because it nur-
mueres what makes us hurman. Slow, imperfect, and
deeply personal, handwriting is not a rellc of the

I:;a.-_-::_.l;|sa.nesvenrcl-:mi‘rnrzaualng.idli"nti,];.jf j?d saul,
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/ On the red carpet,

the teacher

HOWOULD Ryan Coogler have been if, long ago,

ateacher had not recognised and encouraged his

raw talent? Those who watched the filmmaker

walk the red carpet at the National Board of Re-
View awards in the company of his college professor Rosemary
Graham — a week before his genre-bending vampire musical
Sinners broke the record for most Oscar nominations — may
well have mused on the “what if” scenario. Coogler, who credits
Graham with changing his life by telling him to go to Holly-
wood, likely himself wonders where he would have been but
for the clear-eyed view of one teacher.

Because often, that's all it takes for alifeto be transformed and
adifferent futureto be written: A sympathetic teacherwho shapes
the child’s plastic mind, stokes her curiosity and enlarges herreal-
ity. How well such a teacher — or guru or mentor — does can be
seen most clearly in howwell her pupils do; not just how success-
ful theybecome, but how fully they're able to inhabit the promise
that every individual holds. To become a teacher is, therefore, to
enter a vocation where the usual yardsticks of productivity and
efficiency, calculated in cold numbers, cannot apply, Where the
sum of all that is owed to them goes far beyond the often paltry
salariesthey draw and the inadequatesystemicsupport they get.

Reframe that first question, then, to this: What if there had
beennoteachertosee in Coogler theearly sparksofabrilliant ca-
reer? The filmmaker gets it right when he thanks his professor.
Just as Albert Camus, freshly anointed a Nobel laureate, acknowl-
edged in 1957 his debt to his own teacher, or when generations of

students, year after year, express similar gratitude towards those
who have taught and counselled them. Where, indeed, would
anyone be without their guidinghand? & &\ \0

+
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With the Unian Budger 2026-27 Bpproaching
am Februany 1, palicy decisions vl be criical
in detetmining whether India's demograph:
ic acvantage franslates into tanginle etonom-
b gains. Arnid various priorities, the gavern-
MENCs renewsd foous on slls, Employiens,
Innesalion, and start-ups is bath tmely and
Esseniial for achieving the vizion ol Wikskt
Bhare. Howeever, palicy intent must be
matched by effective Implementation, The
central challenge is whether Buslget 2026 can
ehevate Skill india from 3 brairing initiative inng
& rabust engine for employment FEnefation,

The emphasis on emplerment-linked skl
dsvrlnnment represents 3 sigmificant sora e

it shil, particudarly given that nearly &7 per
cent ol india’s popalation ks o woritng age.
This transition, however, requires Enepter

precision and a soronger foows an measur bis
rultames, Welfare inidatives seckh g5 the
Pradhan Mantrl Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana
IFMUEAY], which prowides fres food Braing io
aver B0 million benefanes 3t a cost af TILE
lakh crore, have been viral In supparting vil-
nierabée papulations. Nevertheless, food vee
FiEy abar cannot replace the need farincame
seurily. Sustadnable poverty reduction neces-
siates |arge-soale, productive émployment
facilitated by relevant, market-griven skills
Prioritising skills development acknowl-
edges India's growing skilt deficit, s pecially
Ini 3ectods such as health and weliness, man-
ufacturing, logistics, electronics, green encrgy,
and emerging digital fields. Collaboration
between industry and academia, interma-
ticnal partnerships. and technalsgy-driven
skilling madels have the patencial o position
Inclia within high-value ssrdices and advanced
manufachuring. Heaever, the full potential of
iese initiafives has et fo be realized
Labour fmarket realities wnderscore the
urgency of refarm, According to the
Imbermatinnal Labour Organtsation (ILOY the
share of educated unemployed in India has
risen alarmingly-from 35.2 per cent in 202z Lo
mearly fwo-Chinds by 20900 Bven mare cordem-
ing is the persistently high propostion of youth
who &re nat in educanon, employment ar
Fradning |NEET). ILCr estimates place this figure
atower 40 per cenl for the 1524 age graup, sig-
nificantly higher than bodh South Asian and
globil averages. This reflects not fust a lack of
eduration. bur a prodind mismatch between
education, skills, and employment.
The trajectory of the Skill India Misgian,
launched in 205 provides valuabde insights.

PIONEER (P-8), 24 JANUARY 2026

From skill India to an employment hub

Budget 2026 presents a unique opportunity to realign priorities and ensure that Skill India becomes a driving force for job
creation, income generation, and inclusive development in the years to come

POLICYMAKERS
FACE A
CRITICAL
DECISION;
CONTINUE
TRAINING
MILLIGNS
WITHOUT
GUARANTEED
EMPLOYMENT
PATHWAYS, OR
STRATEGICALLY
ALIGN SKILL
DEVELOPMENT
WITH
EMPLOYMENT,
PRODUCTIVITY,
AND ECONOMIC
GROWTH

i wtho i Cx-Foundey |
| wadd Mgragiag Diremor o |
Drers IFiTadlbana), &
Tririag Fartrer with i |
Mt g1 Sk

[ OpeFETI
| Cerponitian [MEDT)

| labs represent valuablie nnovatioms, the
seale of Indias skilling challenge Is far
broader, Technalogy-deiven selutions, inclyg-
ing AFl-based skill credentials and fob discos
ery platforms, have mitations. Ubimately,
[arpesiale, pracical skill develapment reated
in focal industry meeds and supported by
adaptable, warker-reniric framing model:
remains drreplaceahle,

Apprenticeships represent a highly effer
give link between skl acquisition and employ:
ment. The propasesd Right ta Aporediceship
framework, designed to provice legal suppont
for strectured vn:the-|ob training, s a pos-
trve dewvelnpment, However. s imalements-
tian has been slow and Inconsisteat Given
£hial [ndis adds aver 13 million young peopie
[ ife warklforce annually, exparding high
guality appremiceships, perticularly within
MEMEs, mansfacturing eluseers, armd the ser.
vites sector, should be prioritised at the
naciona level Budget 2026 must also addness
the rapld evolurion af Inedia® lebour market
The gig and pdabform economy has growm
nearky elghiiold befwseen 2000 and 2024,
Aracliveg milBons of young workers fram Ter
Il and Tier 0l cities ard rural regions. Despite
this expansion, mast gig workers remain con-
fisied ta kove-skill, lew-wage positlans with
limited peospects far advancement. Targered
tudgetary allocasions far upskilling gig
workess, partable cerifications, and skilling
linked to sackal security cam transfarm this
SectoT Info & pathway for wpward mabilig.

AlEhough initlasives such as virtual skilling
labs, edahs, and digiral Credentialing plat-
Formis are beneficial, they cannod replace the
need for exsensive physical training infrasmac-

turn, Thiz is particitary impar-
fant for schoal deopouts and
femil-setied workers, wha can-
stltute the core of India's infor
mal economy. Technology
should sesve as an enalkler
rather than a substitute, for
strang bacel skilling ecosystems,

The rebranding and revitalisafion of the
farmser National Skil Development Missson
heightened expectations regarding scals
ani impact, inchuding the ambinjpes Foal of
ikilEng 300 miltien individuals by aazd,
Mearly 3 decade Wlsr, results remain incan.
FlsiamL Well-imlentioned measures such 2
SERICE romspliarde reguirements, rigid atter.
dance palicies, and cemtralised maeitonng
heve upintentionally reduced participatian
and recention, partioslarky AFMCEE EOonom-
ically disadventaged wouth who cannot afford
tn farget dalky inkeme,
Theagh the India 5% Repor
(SR} 2 highlights a marginal
improvement awer previous :
e,

wears-lroen S4.81 per cent bn 2025
10 a progected 635 par cent in
dazb-refiecting a shift towards a
skill-based eronamy, emal
carinue 1 flag deficts in problem-solving
ability, communication skills, digitat liberacy, imdia's ambilian to become & 57 trlllon
and job readiness, SCONaMY by 2030 3 the warkl's tind Sargest
Degres slons nilanger guaranies smploy- ecanarry will depend an the efectiveness ol
meat, and skilling programmes that oaerate Budiget 2026 In narrowing e skilli-emmploy.
In lsalation from Industry demand risk  ment Bag. Achieving this ohjective will
Decoming certificatinn exercises rather than require significantly increased furding,
pathways b lIvelihoads, efhanced empleyer engagement, adaptable
Budiget 2026 must therefore recalibrate it delivery models, and a sustained emphasis
Approsch i skill cevelopment. There i5 an on measurable subcomes racher than e e
urgent fneed to expand skilling programmes  ensalment numbers.
afd strengthen Industry partnerships oo Fodicymakers face 4 critical decision: con.
exstafilish continiwous leaming pathweys and  tinwe training milllans without guaranteed
imprenve employability, pamiculary for schoal — employment paibiys, ar wrategicaiy #ign
dropouts and unskiled of semiskilied  SbW devslopmens with empboymmenl sroduc:
wieekers who require income while paricpat- vy, and economic growih, Badpet 20206 pre-
ing in framing. SEMS & unigue oppartunisy iooeallgn prioe-
The Urion Budger 202273 included the  Ities and ensure thet skill indla becomes &
annoancement of 75 skilling e-labs to advance - drisieg Borce bar job creatsn, neaimse gens:-
vocatlonal educstion through stmulated  aton, and inchusive Cevelapment In e
learming ermironments. White such simual  years o came. %;E-I-:-L-
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“Time to revisit premises of doctoral degrees
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‘Students must be employable’

L a gime when highe
educagion in Enda & heing
reshapel by podicy refonms,
lechnologicsl dismupeion,
aral cvubvng indusry domands Progah
Unrerely 1FL) smamils o 2 okl
crosatisbils. Profess (O Ren Vie
whaisdischarging the responsitiljijes
i Vice-Chimee ko of khe univirsiy.
aproke 40 Ay Wiimiar oo v g s
issers, including talancing P rich,
sondemte by with she meed Jog
mademisation abgning currionlawits
the Matlomal Education Policy (NER
2020, Bolstering mesearch
i.nm::immmm‘mimdunmﬂm
Uiz of campus politics
In this csmdadl interaction, the
profeszar aba fiflects on emnployvbiling
student activicsy aml the chiallenges
el o of the conmiry s preentes
mifirEcipinary unfeeraities

‘D?Flﬂ.l: in

Ll Iy i ag era
of rapid champes [
higher education?

Ai The mandaie ko any higher
cducitional instingtion is o povd;
hokstie educarion to the stuldeus. L
s magdale to eresur thal upan

(i their edncition, students
R neceesary skdls b ke
erprkoymdleoe (rewnciily independen,

Tus, their vithe sysem shoukl alon
e g a0, e have o fidinkun
rikinoe Nl thege two,
Famieh Umiersaty has depamments
Enlnes ooy ol We have scieus:
5 enginecrirghdiunenia
b, pharmecy mindical scince, sucial
wlenee, g amnd mamagemen
A ar i Lhe studenis of managaiem.
engmeezing. pharmacy: and saence
are conee fred. they cin get jofs anee
they comaplete 1heir degrecs. Thire
afe simme other departments, Tike
Sunusgess sl soeial sciences, whire
Aeming ol nod e Thegneerng,
e and manggenent derarmments
penerally ensure ih moore 1Ban 50
purcemtalthe slulenisgrathiarewits
iofs i hand
lesicies: Nggherexfuiciition ireditutions
Tere b o esenrch and inivasion,
ey, Thee bewiy of Peerah Universin

=

& ivedvid in meaninghd nesesech.
Thar syckennie, as welk s 1 Bacuky,
ane-afse v pubifdi their reseses | wock
In Figh-impac-Gacor fmmals, And
thasy e sillaboratinnes with iation|
il g dnbemakions] ressanch e

Al present, Panjah Univershiy has
drcund HH0 successful start-ups on
theécampus.

U Hrw d sy balance Pamijab
Umbversity s rich legacy withihy
mevd for mendenn referms?

Az Panjsh Unmversiiy bas aluays
bezn upgrading s Indrastctune.
‘We hive: 3 pophisticaced anshitical
Insr it ion fD:IIIr:.'. which was
s iy DET {Deparment of Sdence
& Tchnodopn L There e LS Sophisticed
Ayt bedrumens Facilities (2405
cendras Im the country. Panjah
Linbversiy's S41F cermtne is the b,

We arsbyre The mavimum numbes
aof smipled i & year. We have a bipe
numbir of users who are from the
Inlusary. We have sophisticated
#lale-ol-the-am insmiments = our
instrumentation faglity.

W alsnbere e Cimtre o Indistry
Insiite parinenship progremme.
whicheollaborates with the indws e
We have 3 Technodgy Enabling
L, which ool abestes with the
mdusicy, They 1y oo fnd o ghe
problemsaf e industry, n (50, the
Technology Enabling Ceniee bas
crtalind o dinabase of the probleoms
thal tha industey |5 $acre. And iken
we apprlse the aoasdbemia of chiese
il &0 hal academnda o give
s s Uree prohlerses e nchesire
= Faing

Similarly. academia hos also
proiseed some lechnologles. Thay
Pae sme patenrs, We bring that
tir the Erenvledae of the indssry,
500 I che induastry s willing 1o
cammerclatise thesmor adopt those
technalogies, then they s alio
enccaraged o dathal

The Ergtinesering Instnage wis se1
U XHI2 The Deiscal Instiboge was
et up in 2006 Themwe have cenizes

thin s in-emenging arcasin scfimces,
like the Ceite for Mnnsoicnee s
amobee hinoligy W have the Instine:
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ol ek Sienos Woe lkpe the Cenire
Inf Aksbical Meysics, We hove ihe
Cenan: [or Mckear Modicine

For Uheeee cenires, we milohaee
with medical fmstinnes ke BT ad
Fimis, where, for sme pan of the
PO METE, MLl s R o Lheory
kectures o the epmpus fnd Tor
prwctieal wark, Iy e PR Lo s
h:q:uub.u:-_:_uin[n{mulhmh_qjg_-
Lo oar oxdiarss, i lipee o s
I'-:hrmhllr:umip b, i can
7o arel speml six nuomibs in the
mdusiey

The Cemtre o 5kl Devaopmin
ard Erinigeeundd VMRt
ne ek and oen-week progranmmes
les the imdustry, They organise
R T pe e B it} elilimg
imitkgence machine leaming, panted
it boards, and bow ikey are
Ehnomed and i the areas of finaecs
and mcoounting, W ensurs tha the

stuckens e will-ecpipped with th
techaiges hat che Indusiry simsre.

0 How is Pandal Unlversiy
withite
Education Policy 2000%

Az Panjab Univershty stamed with
e adoption adthe Matona Educaiinn
Iedicy (WER) 3000 b 2023, From the
M2E-2 sessiom, we adopeed the
Matinnal Edueition Policy on the

-9

Wiz changed owr curricubem of
undkemrachone rogririenes acconling
ba the requinesveeins of the Maronal
Education Pulicy. Righs now, our
AETERkAT)
has difTerent venticals, m
Parfars. miswms. sk pinary
crrerses, nniliTy enbancement omarses,
skill enhancement courses, ard
walie-add e crmrmmas,

“Wehawve taken comeaf e veriicpls
s inthe MER. Banjpb Linkversiy
beas around 2040 56T ane) cullepes,
We bave imnplemered the Marices
Edacatinn Podicy io oar alfilined

Irremthe: ression 2024 cumusnds,

e bave glven mubt ple e s and
Masltipple et oo studesis 5o, they
el the programamswith o cenlioug:
diplima, theee-year depree. or they
can contnug with the bonours

g oo venr S alinhese
apilons are there

Froam the 3627 session. we an;
animgeo Intmdoce 2 new curdoulium
lor the master's progamme

e will hive a provision of ren
1Rl ASLET programmies fram
the 203627 sesslon onwasds. S
P 1ine 2728 sesslon, we wil also
infresliie a vear-long mesiers
PR AT,

S0, wr hiree Tegraied the UG, BG
and Phid proprommes acconfing o
the Mational Education Policy 20,

e Ty e £l th exhucstion
Systexyin Enadfia s very theneetical

InWesiern coundries
il Adulasa reaalt,
woe Esill to incullcate sldlls |m sur
warithe

A Auuitly, you koo, 1lis dehaie
his been geing mn, has been there
singe | started oy canser, D woulkd s
in the earky Bk Thees b o kg between
whae we v in our cumiculom and
whal the industry i doieg. Apd
scadermin hee mateined char our
ol s o el e Fonnyed acion for
e siackens

50, we aredoing that. And the kil
i nement. | ol sy, of indusiry
i ol ere; for differemt Snogstrie:.

il perw i the: curiogem, s |
mitined earler, e lavethisfaciin
al a six-mooth appremiceship or
intermship whise the snadent <am go
i e b resesech nnanisaian
of ity

0 Should we allow clectinns
i umndversitles?

A Intechnical inscimes in India,
there Is mo pelitics, There are o
student glegticns, But in a
maltidisciplinary univessity like
Parfb Liniversity, [ Fewl thar it &
dividsd inle two Islands. O o
islind is this set of susdents who
are inte sdivissn and politlcs, on
Uhe ther Island are students who
are fozused on bedmicg, noquiring
akills, and also contribating o
COMTUTRINIDY e ement.

In Pamiah University, there s &
squdenn ehectkm, Lheseis anelection

A

for (he leachers’ assceimtion. then:
i eheotbon foo e atafT associackon,
and there i5 an election for the
Bervenming body also. S0, rhieoe i an
election ak all beeeks

i Becently, Panjab Unlvers iy
wrttnessi] profests. Your ool
o AL,

A Tk youthas in Pariab Unnersin,
there 15 an island whess sondeics
remadiy st foral maes, o e,
1wl o Lhesir B Panjsh Upiversin
¥as prodced many paliticians who
were ks voived In sbodern poflio.
anad ater oo iy became poBticians
B he mepiomad ar natioiad bevel

[ told vou tsn for me gmoeming
baady; chene B also an elsoden, There
are s sessts thal mee orde
of Panjab Unbveraity. We call 1t the
eriachute coretinicic: Pfteen memiters
of the govirning bady come om ihe
Eraduste constinicmey

There are some =udems whise
agemiln hﬁdhﬁ.‘n s of the
Bersrmoegy, body of Panfih Uinbversiy
Thesmdems withiha kind ol ook
were involvd inthe agitation becuss
thes wanied the svetem of election,
expemaly vt el consinseoy
1 ke resomed

T reforme: tham ook place Witk
DRSS B0 DNAT e - i Chose reforma,
Lhe Broche g ooreiiueficy seals wine
il 0 peen. Amdso, these g

wha wami to be memhers of the
g oy were Tursicndly pridisting:
Rl Thie nEsoeTs
The govemmem agreed 10t
i wenhckew ihe nedificadion,
Al he eection sctreda has been
annotenoed. o T"'u
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‘ ome mime g, & Few high-achool shadents
WERE k] o pame ther fear. The
ﬂmhﬂ.ﬂdmmmm]
did scodentalhy”, “teing rjectsd by

friemds”, =1 will {28, “ksing my bemper”, and
“disappointing my prarens®

i these things been discussed In clas Shence,

Children nesd m share thle woeries and doubts,
talk abwni Wiy thisy el angry or cannot oot
Ihemsetves every adul imowes ther an
E=m stable child will b & oo Fociised
Bruidasiil, #uich i& the D¥raniay of expeciation that
i eachers are oo hard-worked and weary o cell
thalr ireinuon mansgesnenits that & ch&is
undersianding of hensedl is a5 important as her
iprasp of academic sabjects.

When universal education hased an tearbocks
weam introdiced inio an ool and raditional caltune
like= guirs, it had mo moom for an amendane

one anything other than
erder, diacpline, and “lessons”. The mo che
student shudied, the more distanced she bacame
frerimh ey puaruirsd environment, communicy, and
mathve culfure. This plan bas condinued as the entire
marerial waorld berween the ch@d's ifth and 15th
yEars,
The bigher arder of thinking skills, dare ane sy
spirirual growth, a sane of intfmacy imposcihle o
describe buat in nesd of dscussion, Pas [sded,
Education has become & way of lile o pass
examinations Crer the past decade or so, as
reenage suicide and chdld-againsi-child violend:
began o rise, a guestion has repeated #sell: on (he
roaud B0 acsdemic excellence, did we mis
samething? We know that we cannot reverse this
sysierm, hut srely we can modily it with e pcrhe
suppot af teachers and other stakeholders who are
all concerned abot the funare of cur children,

In a civilised sockery fand we congraculse

s hves eniMeily st o berieage), sach
pETeralin by gt W Ak Snokery Balles kil

meniering
ol e deveiopment of a seudent's pessosliny. No
children nesdsd
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Education
must lend
meaning to life

Pay attention to the
hearts and minds of
children; nurture a moral
vision about the role of
the self in the family,
society, nation, and world

saier for the next ome. Henoe the memsndods
soizieral Tode sehools hive inour 1 and fuiure,
Training in understemding the 'Lﬁm;mnnw
grevsth, empathy and managing Feslings and
iliffesences s 10start easty in life. Many hours
have been spent discussing how prsonal snd social
transformation is possiole through a well-designed
Mﬂ :jnrl mﬁh | eihics, 1hh;nlly

sttt the traiming i be green oo
neachers o make chem agenis of sy ke

Mot all grim

Recesuly, T watched & vldeo describéng nilllesmnials
and thelr socio-emotionall disabileies The chilling
list of faes inciaded entitlement, self-chsession,
narcissism, o toleranee, amd inabdlity to foons an
anything for any length ol time. Moe s might wedl
be true of saome of them, but mot all. Many
youngsters everywhere are responding wannly 1o
airtreach mesmges for help, Any reguiest sent out on
benalf of srudents in disiress or appeals for faod or
danaiiors wo ardmad shelers s alnsost mmesdiisly
mai withi & food of calls and assumnces. Some ol

LA TEm i A THA EpUaN

o m;mwn.mdmﬂm
1ell 7 Someone mepined them. Something oier
thiam Eheir texehonbks broagh oul the bess @ them. A
potine oot bo fie fden that valses can b tvagit
i tErl Ly cain anly be imbibed (W learmt from
ciar paremis*L, But whas i family members are foo
sy o spend rieme with childres? Wiam will
chilcren 1afk bo anil hearm from? & polcy 1o fieser
thee bhiea amed mportance of the sell in armaony with
widder amil wiider cirches can be lmplemensed
rhromgh schoals wo imfluence at b hose children
wel et b &biend schacod and will ooe day bead their
commmaities and society;, they wall wrike &nod each,
hritild citlies, pasent neew medicines and mechmologies:
thoy ] st proliciies amd laws, This i especially
important when milions of Indlan chidren below
e agge O Wk hawe Do hope of an ediscation.
Disadvantaged by (Hieracy, they are vilnershie
w0 all fhiz megative farces arud them. Doesn't tha
Terve thee rest of us with a duty so overcomio Gur
timiied kreratedge based on rlitions and
prejodicest The indense competcion tha
contemporary i foarers has slneady bef many
Foungsers wilhi no inner pesources 10 oo nier
fom young children are soclanely and
ke iy oy tvon whiia ey B coting
exams, di ik et the kind of chythes they want ar
beed inaddequase In Engllsh-lanuage classes.
Educating lor peace seels im ngrmune a morl vision
abotst e role of the sl i the Bmily, society,
matthom, and . A swyear-okd cannet umderstand
ket e social justice, A Hevear-old can and muss
A steyear<rkd can be told tha hi et not stone a
prupfor fun. & 15year-ohd uswlerstands that leaws,
ircls, isstets, people, and climie are ofl linked.
e are o puryive on an impoverished plane
thit comnot manage vs food-siocks or Enmires, s
e resources of [oresis, we s, as quickly &
poeslble, sereiise chikiren bo imderstand that whas
afferea one frerap in one part of the vaarkd will
ewrmivally allect everyone sverywhere else, We
have alvesdy learn e to make chitdren beatihder
biirt woe o pdid less attertion o their hears and
mings, Eurely the goad of ducation i to eguip
pedpde i bead meaninghs lves amd mot s o make
& livig. '-;'.|"E“'"
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Thinking and Al

skt ifedlise. Thinking becomes lagenied,
ity y sper] racher thandepah
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PAGE PERFORMANCE

litfests. No less than eight major

baok fairs and 10 literary festivals
take place across India in the month of
January. The largest-visited book fair
n the country, indeed all of Asia— the
International Kolkata Book Fair —
opened in the city this week and is ex-
pecting 1o draw well over two million
people. But are visitors to these events
readers in the conventional sense? The
question 5 not irrelevant, At a time
and in a global culture where attention
is currency, reading is increasingly ac-
quiring a performative
edge and is being used

Itiﬂtheﬂ&&ﬁmufbmkfaimand

from books or reviewing books online
— has, tellingly, become a force in book
marketing: designers these days make
book covers bolder and colourful,
packing in more information for this
very tribe. But there is a cultural sig-
nalling as well. An image or a post of
a person surrounded by a neat pile of
books and a steaming mug, or posing
before a bookshelf, suggests cerebral
depth and an intellectnal life. None
cares to find out if these books are ac-
thaJ]'_l.r read by this supposed lover of o
life of ideas.

However, such is the
dominance of perform.

to signal intellectual Inthisseason of  ative reading that it
heft, especially on social book fairs and often creates false bina-
media. The book, thus, litf - di ries, The café reader is
Is no longer just some- 1 ':'35131 1SI€AdINE  trested with Suspicion,
thingthatistoberead:it ~ being reduced to  for instance, because
has become something perfc}rmancc’? It 15 assumed that his

o be displaved, flaunt-

cholce of reading in

ed, thereby functioning

public is a strategic, as

as a lifestyle prop and signal for public | opposed to being an vrganic, act, Even

consumption on social media. Thepe
is hard evidence to suggest the rise of
what is now called ‘performative read-
ing". For instance, data from Nielsenl@
BoukData show that while the sale of
physical books has inereased in coun-
tries ke the United States of America,
the United Kingdom and even in
Indlia, the number of people who read
for pleasure has dropped, as has the
amount of fime spent on reading
What 15 more, the rise in book sales is
often driven by prominent authors or
by those who trend on social media
social media — that usaal suspec
— has played a disproportionate role
in transforming reading from pleasure
to performance. 'Bookstagramming
the ritual of reading out passapes

| those reading on public transport — a

practice that predates social media
rituals — can no longer evade similar
serutiny.  Moveover, not everything
about the act of reading online ought o
be dismissed. After all, in the modern,
fragmented, disjointed world, online
reading groups can offer an effective
substitute for the diminishing enlture
of informal literary conversations and
book clubs. Most important, books are
not inert creatures; they cast o spell
S even the performative reader has
the hepe of transifloning into a ser-
s oree i soume paint in time, Reading,
whether private or social, is immense-
Iy vitluable as long as a book is being
read and not skimmed through for the
sake of appearance. le""
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The present within our past
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Tecent visit to Ching
offered 5 striking viey
of what scalbe and
holistic school design
can achieve. A Class 15 schon]
there serves around 1,200
sruden_lx. :*ith E-12 schoaols
averaging 2800 students, This |
in stark contrast with India, wh:r:
AN AVETAZE Fovernment k-8 sclool
has around 150 students. Although
t three times the size of India, Ching
has only one-third the number of
e
ENSUTINE access g
the elementary level, Ching has
5 sed scale 1o strengthen qualiny,
15 sehools have specialised subject
teachers, suppart seaff, viable
i vocational laboratories, and
counselling, sports, Information
and Communication Technology

¥ {ICT) labs, and eo-curriculars - the

kind of holistic learming
environment that the Nadonal
Education Policy, 2020, envisions.

India has made enormous
strides in enrolment and
infrastrucmure, but the school
network remains fragmented.
There are about 5,6 lakh schools

- which enrol leas than

50 students ezch. Over 1 lakh
single-teacher schools cover 33
fakh students, making mult-grade
teaching a necessity (UDISE
24-25), A secondary levels, the
need for subject expertise and lab
infrastruciure heones even mre
cridcal. Aroumnd $0% of
government secondary schools
b fewer than W0 smudenes
enrolied (across Classes 9-13),
making such provision difficul,
Today, only 19% of schools have
functonal 1CT labs, 51% have
integrated science [abs; about 10%
offer higher secondary classes;
and just 6% provide vocatlonal
educarion (UDISE 24-25).

Experiments with schools
These gaps highlight the next
piase of India's edecation reform:
building school systems that
acddress not only access, bur also
the quality of education. Several
Slates have already experimented
with differant nmdelsngelhfs.
Rajasthan has established one

HINDU (P-11), 26 JANUARY 2026

Bigger schools, better futures

™

L. &

|\ =z

Ashish Dhawan
Foumder-CED,

The Canvergence
Foimdation

| Uperating Fartner,
The Canuprpanice
| Foundaticn

| The road to
| universal,

| high-qualiry

schanl

| education runs

through
Integrated
schools

|
WE

| upgraded, well-resourced
government schoold in every Gram
Panchayat, called Adarsh Schonls,
Over the past decade, the State
has upgraded thousands of
schools in a phased manmer -
improving infrastructure, staff
deployment, and secondary-grade
offerings. In Uttar Pradesh, Model
Composite Schools (Class 112
hawe been approved in every
learning, including seart
classrooms and WiFi,
e
under-enrolled schools under the
MITI Aayog's SATH-E programme
to create larger campuses with
better facilities, In 2023, the Chief
Minister announced the rollour of
one "L RISE" school (now
Maharishi Sandipand Schools) for
eviery 2530 villages o improe
leamning. Odisha, Tharkhand, West
Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Telangana
and Gugarar are ako mowing in this
direction,

Composite and consolidated
zchools are not about efficiency
abome; thelr core purpos: is o
create real leamning environmens,
with one teacher per class andd
adequate subject specialists 1o
support every child, Equity must
remain paramioint. This i
enabded through decentralised
decision-making, and supported
by transport facilities so that no
child loses secess. Ecueally
essential is thoughtful change
management: engaging teachers,
parents, and communities early to
bulld consensus and ensure
smooth, trusted transitions
towards karger, integrated schools,

Dirawing om these lessons, tan
clear directional goals can guide
India’s progress towards universal,
high-quality school education by
2035, The first §s (0 have one K-8
school in every Gram Panchayar,
By 20335, India should transition
towards K-8 integrated schools
{elementary and middle) as the

: default elementary school model.

If each K-8 school serves around
300 students, these campuses
could collectively educate close 1o

8.1 erore children. This shift could
allow each school to reach the

minimum enrolment threshold
required for one teacher per

and better facilities, leading 0 &
better learning environment.
Second, only 87% of students
transition from middle to
secondary school, and this falls to
around 75% from secondary to
higher secondary. Too often,
sacondary education s delivered
through fragmented,
under-resourced campuses with
limited subject teachers, weak lab
infrastructure, and few pathways
beyond board examinations. What
India needs &t scale are compaosite
secondary schools,

By 2035, India Iz projected o
have nearly & crore students in
Classes 9-12. This scale creates the
possihility of large, well-resourced
secondary scheols with the
capacity to offer real-world,
application-based learning, earser
uidance, subject specialist
teachers amd miltiple academic
and vocatonal pattaays.
Supported by transport Eacilities,
such schools ensure that distance
dioes not become a barrier 1o
continuing edwcation and allow
secondary schooling to move
beyond exam preparation.

Indlia needs State-specific road
miaps that lay oot hoe each State
will miove ['I:I'-Iﬂldﬁ mmﬂr
well-ressurced schools, prounded
in local realities of population
density, geography and exlsting
schiool networks, States can
consider the following levers while
designing these road maps, The
first is thoughtful wacher
deployment so that tere is one
teacher per class and subject
specialists, The second is kocalised
planning and decentralised
decision making. The third is
coming up with transport
solutions for students. States will

| need a mix of ransport models to

ensure that students can reach
these schools. The fourth is
providing funding for composite
schools, Samagra Shiksha,
supported by State funds and

coordinated with other schemes,

can finance these upgrades. o)

h |
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STEM roll call

Give women more role in careers, too

% NDIA's claim to global leadership 1n female
~ STEM enrolment is a welcome achievement in
. a landscape usually dominated by stories of
= Eender gaps. With women accounting for about
43 per cent of STEM enrolments, well above the
global average, the country has shown that policy
interventions and social change can shift
entrenched patterns. Equally important are chang-
ing aspirations — STEM degrees are increasingly
seen by families as pathways to economic security
and social mobility for daughters. The growth of
women at postgraduate and doctoral levels further
signals that academic barriers are slowly eroding.

However, enrolment numbers tell only half the sto-
ry. The transition from education to employment
remains a leaky pipeline. Women are still under-repre-
sented in core engineering roles, research leadership
and technology decision-making. Career interruptions
due to caregiving responsibilities, unsafe or inflexible
workplaces and persistent gender bias push many
qualified women out of the STEM workforce. The
result is a mismatch between educational success and
economic participation. There is also unevenness
beneath the national average. Women are more con-
centrated in life seiences and medicine, while fields
such as mechanical engineering, core technology and
advanced manufacturing remain male-dominated,
Regional disparities further complicate the picture,
with some states lagging far behind in encouraging
girls to pursue science beyond school.

The next phase must focus an retention and progres-
sion: flexible work policies, re-entry programmes after
career breaks, safe campuses and workplaces, mentor-
ship and transparent promotion pathways. Without
these, high EIIJTEIITI‘EI']t risks becoming a statistieal com-
fort rather than a transformative foree, The country has
shown it can open the classroom door. The real test now
is whether it can keep that door open al] the way to the
laboratory, the boardroom and the inngvation economy, ,_
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The power ofhigher-order
questioningin classrooms
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'Hhenstudents think with machines, what should a faculty do?
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As Al enders
classroams, India
confrants a
defining choice:
imiteite globeal
madels, or design
solufions rooted
in India’s unigue
wale, diversity
and educatianal
rescilifies

MILLENNIUM POST (P-7), 27 JANUARY 2026

Teaching in the Al Age

As India embraces Al in education, the real challenge is not adoption,
but designing systems rooted in scale, diversity and classroom reality

nidta has been here befiors.
Whien the cauntry declded
o buldd Aadhaasr scepticiins
s wd. Mo nebon bad
atimmpted sdentiry on such 2 scale,
acroes =ach diverdiny and ander sudh
ameven infrastructure. The safer oprion
wiild have been o copy dmalles,
prereen tesmis
India chose & haeder patk
Whal made sadhsar rransomative
mnﬂyﬂihdﬁigﬁ.bﬂﬁﬂlﬂlfﬁd
lpgl]uuun meer Eime—acrebarated far-
i ﬂ-.,:.wq.h the ]_'.ligh] India nitiatives.
It s ed from first ks and
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That decision reshapad public servce
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eduycatinn NP )
The q..:ﬂm i i whether
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|l vl s Al prerredy L digritie exisi-
ing practices, or whether it will once
agsin design from fmit principhe, moted
i U e Teadites ofseale, diversing and

Moving Bepond Catching Up

bedchs ol the global converialinn oo
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Thiwe fierspectives are valuable, bul they
are nol unieerial "
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appToa miabiwe 0 1
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India’s youth under the new Codes

The four Labour Codes aim to promote formalisation of emplovment and impeove ease of doing business. gap in coverage of benefits & a major challenge

e

Bevika Winod
Meznakizhi Sheklar

rdla’s Labois Codes came in-
1 foace i Movemmber D025,
msaskdng e maost significant
labaouer laar reform sloeco Hidepesn-
dence. By consclidating 29 cental
lores Imbo (oo Codes, the Teform

DATA POINT '|

abiEs 1 d@mplily conmpliance, un- |

mersalise méniomum wages, o
pand soclal protestion, and mo-
dermise  workplace  regulation.
Palicy dabatas ofen Poreray the
Codes as a balancing act between
labour  Texibiliny  and  worker

Pricer 10 the consolidation;, or
Jia's labiir regisne was agmens-
&l aoress muitipie Central and
Suste laws goveming wages, indus-
il relativns, sacal gecaricy, and
working condifions. ‘With Lalocar
am Uhe Comoarment Lis, thls resal-
ed in upeven enforement and
Wiy fnterState varation, Crucil-
by, mwost prodectlons applied coly
o thee foomal sece, Having infos-
mal, coniract, and casual workess,
whia form the balk of the wark:
force, punside the scope of regua-
tins, Agalrst this backdrop, the -
wermament inmodwced fear Labour
Codis between 2019 and 2000,

Im 2034, Inda's mipdlan age wis
under 30, compared o aroumd 40
in China and 50 in Japan. With
nearky ball the popalaton sl
young, understanding how these
changes affect youth smploymer]
i3 criical.

Despite I demeographic sdan
tage, India [ACes .:ﬂF;TmT
uth & lﬂ.‘ilmnr AOCUH
ﬂ 1o Epﬂuuc Labous Foroe
Sureey (FLES) 200324, labour
force participation aming L
aged 15:29 stood af 46.5%, far be:
low the 76.4% observed among
those aged 30-59. Youth umee-
ploymsens is I0EK, compared 50

less tham 1% fior older Bdults.

Gender disparities further wi-
San these gape. Only 28.8% of

Voung wsen participace i e He
M
o

bowr force, compared 1o 63.5% of
YOI mef. [n arban areas, unem-

PRIYMENE aMofg FoUnE women |
reached 2001%.

Acrasg all MUFS roussds, young

warkers are more likely than
in i nt. T

dispraportionately  concentrabed
in iformal emplovment. In 2023
24, nearly 0% of yourg woskers
wepre mhofmally' eonploved. Even
within regular salaried jots, 60.55%
of g regular workrs laceed
sl scurity, compsned o S0, 59%
among workers above 30;

Comracnial iesecurity B ales
hiagher among youth, ln 202334,
EE1% of voung regular wockers
had no writen oontract, versas
E3,6% For older ones, Only 16.55%0f |
yorng wnrkers had lang-term com-
TR three vears, com-
pred 40 35.4% amnong adulis

Yourg workeis ane alio overme
preseried in pliorm-tased g5
work. A NIT] Aayop eslimeale digg-
geals b T7 kakh workers were en-
gaped in (he gig foomamy m 2300
21, & fAigure projecied 10 rse so 3,35
crane hy 2029341,

Aggainst this hackdrop, the nw

Labeigr Cndes aim s promobe -
malisadon while improving the
ease of doing tusiness. The inara-
dischon of & @suGry natonal |
i wrge ool raise @amEngs lor
young workess clustered in bow
pald, engry-deved joba. I firms @n-
creasingly refy on foeed-term com-
grscts, the Codes mandate parity
j-,-.gau,.ndtqmﬁml.l.ﬂpﬂm-
neni wirkers
The requirement of appalni-
ment lemers for af surkers and
puarandesnd Wags Ve, even
mmmmgﬁeul Tt i
| security, The Code
o Socdal Securiny extends wellieg
iy, dizabillty, echocation, and skill
wrkars, Gig and placfrem wockers
are explicitly recognised i pation-
ol T, With for regisira-
ting from age 16 and the creation
nfmﬂl]msmmwm

iy Dizarcis, Linlike the earlies Lz

ganised Workers' Sockl Security
At [2008), which had limited o
pact, the new Code offers cleare
Ireginstional me oo

Labour marke! rramsparency =
alsy entanced through mandasony
VACANCY FEROITHE B chdees
cenires. The Indusitial Relabons
Cosce further affecrs vourh employ.
mant by pducing hiving rictions
through a Bigher retrenchmeni
threshodd. It provides kegal clariny
fior commact Whonr and fepd-serm
emplovinem calegories dominsl-
ad wenriers whale mvtend-
ing henefis sach as beave, heahh
o, soaial geeiiriny, and grandry
1 Ased-term employeds a2 jusi
one yEar of mrvice.

Borweeser, several challenges re
main. Many provisions for wnce-
gamised and gig workers mirror
those wiwler the J008 Act, Inchud
i 3 sdewe-haseal e linition al enler-
ey withy fewer than £ workirs
PLFS 2003-24 shows that 42.7% of
woung workers ke writien comr
tracts, and nearly one-Hith of them
work i eEleTprises with moce
than 10 warkers, leving signifi
cant gaps in (overage, Discregion-
ary language in provisons for g
workers and weak saristical defi-
iiriens of dighal platiorm employ-
meni |.'|:||I||:|.|-|1|I.I:! ORI, S
chally gven Widispookd miligpls
|ob-todding. Despite the Sesond
Marlonal Comamission o Laboor
bavimg wrged the powernement as
wily af 2002 o modermnise labous
prshECTiOng B respanss oo pacheoe
Begtical chargie &nd cvelving work
arrangemernts, Twa difades laper,
palicy lolbow-threiagly and granas-
cal innevation haee beei sl

These gaps poanl 10 an urgeni
nead for sironger nbour data sys-
1ems and prozctes worker regis
iranon. entifring gig and plat-
T workers in national survseys,
ingtead of subsuming them under
Lpoeadd sl =mployment caegories,
worakl] sirengthen policy design
aml prosection.
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What does merit meaninan
“unequalclassroom?

Equity is not
merely about
Securing
admission. Itis
about
surviving the
academic
journey with
dignity

e ——

HEM I reach, often begin by asking my stu-
dents asimple question; What do vouthink of
Ambedkar? 1t is painful how frequently stu-
dents describe him as the man who “tock
away” their "merit” through reservation. The
merit-versus-quota debate continues todivide the nation because
we refuse tointerrogate what merit means lnan unegual society,

1 often wonder how unequal social conditions can produce
equal competition. I'm appalled by the level of discourse sur-
rounding the UGC's Promotion of Equity in Higher Education
Institutions Regulations, 2026, which superseded the 2012 guide-
lines by the same name. The hue and cry over what might have
beenann-of-the-mill revision is disheartening, if not surprising,
What's more heartbreaking is that these sentiments are belng
echoed by so-called beacons of academia, who lament that these
regulations will lead to discrimination against them.

It is preposterous to think that any regulation safeguarding
the rightsof the manginalised will in any way hamperthe interests
of the dominant castes. The critcism is premiged onthe assump-
tion of the reguladons’ misuse by the &5 per cent — SC/ST/OBC
— against the dominant caste groups, What this view fails 1o ac-
knowledge is that the same 85 per cent are grossly underepe-
senred in education, whether as faculty or students. As per data
presented in Parliament, of the 423 posts sanctioned for profes-
enrs in central universities under the OBC category, only 84 have
heen filled. For the ST category, 83 per centof posts are vacant as
only 24 of 144 have been filled. In the SC category, 64 per centof
posts sanctioned are vacant, with only 111 of 308 being filled.

Data tabled in the Lok Sabha in Decernber 2023 showexd that
more than 13,500 students from SC, 5T and OBC categories had
dropped out of central universities, Indian nstitutes of Technal-
ogy (ITTs), and Indian Institutes of Management (TIME) in the pre-
vious five years. When humiliation, excessive scrutiny, isolation
and exchsion become routine, discrimination stops appearing
extraordinary — it just becomes invisible, Dropouts, then, are not
individual failures but a collective failure.

Thetagof "not found suitable”, rising cases of suicides inTTTs
and persistent criticisim of reservation in employment and edu-
cation has led to an environment ln which efforts to bring parity
and equity keep getting deraibed. This begs also the question: Why
have decades of reservation falled to bear any results in bringing
parity in representations? How, despite quotas and allegedly
watered-down mert lists, do we continue tobeundemepresented
in the media, judiclary and cther comidors of power?

Equity is not merely about securing admission. 1tk about sur-
viving the academic journey with dignity. Perhaps it cannot be
pnforced by UGC guidelines alone, but in seeking institutional
accountability, these guidelines become moral signals that we
cannal Enore.

The writer 15 assratant professor of Sociofogy,
| akshmibai Coftege, Delhi University
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(_)ne_ Rupee Revolution

A modest classroom guestion became o sustmned experiment in socual reshonsidnility, shoing

how education, mhen rooted in sacrifice and comtinmuity, con narros India’s rural—urban divide
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School counselling

Implement revised norms in letter and spirit

- B ‘t* HE decision of the Central Board of Sec-
r::rndan' Education (CBSE) to make the
appointment of socio-emotional and career
counsellors mandatory in all affiliated schools
.. 1scommendable. Schools now must appoint a
wellness teacher and a career counsellor for every 500 stu-
dents enrolled in Classes IX to XI1T. Qualification norms
have been laid out and all appointed counsellors will have
to complete a 50-hour training programme to maintain
consistent standards. It may not be enough, butitisastep
forward in providing a uniform mental health support
framework and filling the gaps in the current arrange-
ment. Implementing the new requirement in letter and
spirit is now the big challenge. Much of it will depend on
the approach of the school managements. They will have
to make the leap from considering it as a diktat to be fol-
lowed casually to enforcing it as absolutely essential for
providing a more comprehensive school experience.

The CBSE move follows a public interest litigation
filed before the Rajasthan High Court, It highlighted the
rising mental health challenges among students, includ-
ing academic stress and lack of structured career guid-
ance. The high-pressure environment, it pointed out,
reqguires both emotional and social support. The petition-
ers are hopeful of similar reforms in schools affiliated
with state boards, and everrin colleges and universities
Confidentiality forms a key part of the counsellors' con-
versations with students, parents and teachers, but as
their role widens, they too need a support netwark. Pro-
visions for feedback on case studies, regular seminars
and upgraded training modules would help in what is an
ever evolving learning process for all the stakeholders.

Sensitisation, coping strategies, skills for managing
stress — counselling is a serious endeavour, Career
guidance demands a perceptive outlook and informed
Insights. First and foremost, accord these professionals

the respect they deserve. f-"i."f'\ L I
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For mare than 75 years, the Instituts of Chartered Accountants of India (ICAN) has played @ foundational role In India’s
nathon-building journey by strengthening financial ecvernance. safeguarding pablic trust and enabling sustainatie
Exonomic growth Established by an Act of Parliament in 1949, ICAI functions as statutory body entrusted with regulating.
deveioing and strengtnening the Chartersd Accountancy profession and operates under the Ministry of Corporate ATFaiTs.

ICAl: Empowering India’s Growth Story for Over ?5 Years
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ast October, at the

University of Delhi (DL,

a student union leader,

accompanied by a group
of supporters, slapped a teacher in
the presence of the police, fellow
teachers, and students. In a
smilar way, last year's student
union leader reportedly went
around several colleges, creating a
ruckus and mishehaving with
teachers, including a physically
challenged teacher, and even with
principals. Interestingly, these
incidents are not outhurss of
anger but calculared displays of
power, There seems 1o be,
perhaps, a competiton of sorTs (o
gain cheap publiciry

However, the purpose of this
article is not o deliver moral
germons or indulge in emodanal
rheworic such as “a sociery that
disrespects teachers canno
progress" nor 10 recall Sang Kabir's
Aiemum - “Withwouwt a8 teacher,
kmowledpe does not arise”
Instead, it seeks 1o reflect on wha
such ineidents do o the process of
teachinglearning, and most
imporranty, 10 the students whio
remaln sileni, thinking it is not
their concern,

The focus here is certainky on
T, which, being one of the fnest
insdmadons in the country, has
been reladvely less affected by
such acts of viclence. Elsewhere,
however, teachers have been
Kiled, chrashed, or even had their
hands chopped of for siopping
harassment, prevendng chearing
in examinations, or sering
questions deemed unacceptable
by fundamentalists, respectvely.

Implications of attacks
Those in the profession know thal
teaching s not 2 mechanical
Process one Can switch on at will.
Itis a deep human exchange,
sustained by ouest, curfosity, and
respect. More than the content,
the quality of a lecrure depends on
the reachers enthusiasm.
However, when a teacher's
dignity is atacked, the teacher
may continiie to take classes, b
without the same warmih,

creativity, or emotional

HINDU (P-9), 29 JANUARY 2026

Who loses when teachers are attacked?

HAzsocizle Professor,
Delhi School of
Econpmics

Teachers learn
o adapt and
SUrvive, as =een
in many Swate
universines,
while condnuing
io draw their
salaries, The real
vicims will be
the smudents and

their parenis.

invesmment, and the act of
teaching will rurm into a
mechanical exercise, performed
merely because it is part of the
Job.

The second casualty is the
Fairness of snudent evaluatdon,
which iz one of the mest crudal
aspects of learning. Just as the
Judiciary cannot deliver fustce
under threat, teachers canno
assess spudents objectvely when
they fear public humiliaton. To
avaid confrontation, many hegin
grading leniently, blurring the line
berween effort and indifersnee,
merit and medioerin.

This trend dates back wo the
early 2000s, when Delhi
University introduced a 303
internal assessment component
(o about 43.75%) [0 promare
condnuous evaluadon and reduce
reliance on final examinadons,
Internal assessment allows
snudents o see their marked
seriprs, often leading e
UNNeCEssary Comparisons and
demands for justification. To avoid
frequent confroniatons and
disputes cver marks, many
teachers began awarding higher
grades, The outcome was clear:
AVETIEE SCOMES rose acToss
uncergraduane courses.

When marks lose credibiling,
employers lose faith in degrees,
and srudents ose fith in the very
value of learning,

The third casualty is the safery
ol studenes. Teachers are aften (he
firar people sudens mm o when
something goes wrong, But the
moment teaciers themsehes
begin to feel unsale, they namurally
hesitate (o get involved and star
referring every lssue o the police,
and we all know how police
adminisrracon usually unctions.
The exposure of voung soudents
guch an unjust syscem at an earby

| age can have lasting

CONSSQUenTEs.,

Fourth, history offers grim
lessons, as seen In the exodus of
stadents that follos when
campuses murn viokent. Once this
culnure seeps ino educadonal
instinedons, it can @ke decades or
become impossible (o undo the

damage. For instance, universities
in Wesr Bengal, Bihar, eastern
Littar Pradesh, and untl recently
in Kerala were once among India‘s
most reputed cenmres of leaming
Today, students from these
regions migrate elsewhere because
of violent politicisadon of
CAMPLSES.

Are teachers to blame?

It is often argued thar smdents”
disrespect ioward teachers stems
from a decline in 1eachers” values
and qualiry, But this view
oweriooks a larger outh:
cormuptcn has correded almos)
every nsdmutdon in the counimy,
i.e., the bureaucracy, police,
Judiciary, polides, and dhe media,
Everywhere, officials seize every
OppOrTUnity (0 extract money
from the public. And yet, public
educatonal insdtutions have
largely held their moral ground,
Had the teaching communiry
[HU been similarly carrupl, it could
have mornedsed admissions o
internal assessment marks; yet not
a single incldent supports such s
charge, Despite holding immense
power over students’ futures,
teachers have larpely condnued o
uphold invegrity and moral
responsibifioy,

Who bears the burden most
Once & cubture of violence takes
root and teachers are forced to
kneel, 1t s not the teachers who
suffer most. They bearm w adagpt
and survive, a5 seen in many 3tale
universites, while continiing to
draw their salaries. The real
victms will be the srudents and
their parents, who will pay the
wldmate price through
poor-quality educatdon, unsale
campueses, and the need 1o
migrate elsewhere. However, given
the increasingly hostile
environmeni abroad, even that
esCape may no longer be available.
Even alumni who remain
indifferent to what happens in
their alma marer musr realise thar
when a reputed instinidon Joses
its standing, the reéspect and
credibility they command for
having studied there ahu‘.!;:?j:


Admin
Typewritten Text
HINDU (P-9), 29 JANUARY 2026

Admin
Typewritten Text


HINDUSTAN TIMES (P-14), 29 JANUARY 2026

UGCregulations against 7

caste bigotry need tweaks

The Promation of Equity
in Higher Educational
Institutions Regulations
2026 have multiple
shortcomings that can
fail the efforts w end
discrimination on
educational campuses

ecognisicg the aad en-
demace on caste discrimi

nation thet kad b=d oo
syicide by SC/ST stu-
dents — a1 SIS = D0E
gnd, lmcer, At other
higlver education instrutlons — the

mindstry of education fod asked the
LG o frame Igens Again dis
crimimatiom, Thi led 1o the UG

[Frombics af Equiry ik Higher Edu-
alipn [Fegitutons) ttang 2012
Meanwhide, 1he motkers of Rohal
Wemule, and Payal Tadvi whe bost
their children. fled gericions n the
Supreme Court for serict impiemen-
tation of The 2002 regulabions, Thi
Biipraisd Dogrr psked the 1GC
ghar: the simnes of implmenanon.
I response, the UGE infermed the
i cowarn Ehak. amarg ocher things.
|t ws revising the 20 regulafions io
improve Iz proviskens, [ invised
fredback an |h;511.-."|]:_t~1; r!&'l.lhﬂjnl
i Jan 2028, which vt then
nﬂiﬂmﬂ maonth, Unlfornsnacely,
ik resvlsed regulations, inseead of
making improvesens, diluzed the
2012 regudationg, The regidabor did
make some imprevemeants in the
meachanisen for sepamtisadion agalnst

discrimination on educaiees -

[psses, Bkl i also beft behimd i
cant sheaecomisgs that n cor-
reCtiom

First, its definidon of Tigher edus
ealion insligutions [HEL:) & contus
ing. Ar omd place, i pefiers 10 AT FIEL:
But when i com s 1o the Jelinds, i
says “higher edocabonal instivstions
ke Chike uilversilicg and colleges
wiiech are cosened e Serton 3 of
the UGC Act 1956 — that is, abour
LG univenaises pind 45471 collepes
Bx imphication, it cwcludes the 23
1Ts, the 21 EMs and anowsd 12002
sandalone metibacons. Boch [T and
IiM= are [nstitubioms of
Matinnal I=mporancs; the
forener havwe been estab-
lished under the Instituly of
Tk lisibongy At 1960 nd
thve |atber are powerned by

——
.!Ir;_ l"‘""yrr

discrimimartion The H2 regulaEn
Eatating the Unbouchabdiny Offence
ACL195E, and ATriecity Aot 199, list
about 28 forms of discriminaisa
related to ddmassion, evaiuarion,
IEacking, sparts, soeisl 1, foenel,
and diming halls. amesg cthers.
Givem the desp-rocied mature of
unpeschabdlicy, tee Uneoctsbilicy
Offence Act 1955 ddentified sboui 17
and the Arrocioy Act B89 aboul 44
forms of discriminason. Going
againgl the spir af the 200 repuls-
cioek, bo reasons st known o QL
UGE leaves this task oo the equity
Cofimaee, iadisg (et il has o prg-
pare and disseminare an

¥, Husirairee lisi of aces iha

shall be consmusd a5 dis-
criminagan” it s difficulss
[rrvngroras thadf Thih iy coni-
mElee poasesees adequale

thee M 110 Art Sukhades  undersusding of the deep-

Symidarky, e stasdnlore Thaorat e ed d1!l.'rl'u1|ﬂ-|1_l-:-l1
institstes, namely polytech u'-'bﬁ:l.:ladl.num?u:hhdjrg.-.
nick, eeather waining. and — ‘The Supreme Coun, while

MArSing [pasiianes, are mdepemdent
badies recignisid by AICTE NCTE
and THC. The 1TTs, EIM s and standal-
one inswiuies need mol b recogmised
mmder section & of the LGE Aot They
are directly funded by the ministey
Thits rsans teet the revisel X006 reg
glacinns presumably exclude & vast
saption of edusitsoml mstbetons,
£ince i these are under the minesy
of edacatian, It would be beger i &1l
plucational insttutions in the ooan
try were broagght under the mins-
5 tizma
meﬂ most serious lmmile-
tlon of the proposed regukions is
that, wilile the 2012 reguktions,
these eenit specifing the forms of

referring be this complesity a1 the
pene af the Traming of the Ao
At 1589, cberved, “The oifences of
srroctiies are commified iv humiliale
e ol Thie 506 Gl ST withia
w10 keep them in & siaae of s=2rd
rude. Hence, they constiiuge a sepa-
raie dass of olfence: acd cannm e
cognpared with aflesces umder (he
Indian th]hl:h-dr.' It mmﬁﬁ;
1, kaired. most =i ;
mr;ﬁ;u:. and merreesi behaviear,
ne example freen @ Jorvey al [TT
Musigtal gives an idea of the sick
minds of the casie discriminarors. To
Talit girls, a kigh caste studen!
asked, "0mang g2 aver ho po koihe s
ey kol [Are you Bere (hocagh gants

[

&
=
-

- i

1 is hard o tmagine thes Bguory Coomomiriess will poceess wdsquste

endersundingalthe diseriminatisn eméssdded inumpuchabiliny.  w 2ot

of Freps & ol bl YT, Becaigse of jis

wieiched NETure, the lorms of dis

criminaticn are specifed by che pov-
ENRRWENL A0 1 Deess A2 18, T ixjuity
oomamite: in e aducanon st

giom 18 i com petent o specify the
miny [armE &l disirimisacion.
Hesides, if Idenorving these i left m
medardual education instishens, the
Torme of discrimination will Slle
wnd creaie legad confusion. Thers
Tore, the THEE shoubd Mtk ik s
codhare edopied in the 3012 regula-
thons and specify the forms of dis-
criminadon, which will e araformly
apphicable jo 51l sducmionl -
Charcy In §he connTy.

Arather Wmlacon of tie 2008 rep-
ukrtioes relies o dhe conpodition of
ihe eqpanly comemities, Whose ik
will B 1o enguing iBocthe
and recommeend accion o the bead of
the metitube, Sirangely eoough, (he
tsnd of the institule his been sy
i eqffcis chair of this commimes, The
hesad of the bmsrimte will, thus it o

both sides of the mble — ad ane whao
pErTicipans v making recoamenda
ciad, and as the peisonh wWho mmakes
the decision based o fhese recnm
mendations. This will capse a con-
flict of oo rest. The hesd of B insfi-
iild, Wi inkes the final decision
shecinld pat 2 part of the recommes-
daticn commites.

sty whesial ihr S0PST OB Tepine-
semaacon in the comsmite e, [ men-
Baned omly Abous thelr “represems-
Gy, whlcl Bl 11 sheadd e g
b2t S0 af fhed COMIMIGEE T emahle
them o have am effective say In Seei-
fism-making

The UGD musl reosove thess
anomalies In e new requlasions foe
roe promcion of squity m educa
tenal institetiens and o difver pas-
G0 O e paren s ‘wing foos dhiesy cial-
dren 5o b el of casee digeriming
o

Subfndra Tharat w farmer shormmar,
LIGE. Thi vicws expresied ane gersonl

kN
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UGCregulations force a
needed reckoning

HE UNIVERSITY Grants Commission's new regula-

tionsagainst discriminarion in higher education — the

UGC (Promotion of Equity in Higher Education Insti-

tutions) Regulations, 2026 — are significant and wel-
come. They have sparked protests on the grounds of overreach
and there are accusations that it ignores upper-caste concems.
Yet, the context that produces them shows why they are much
needed. UGC dataprovided tothe Parliamentary Standing Com-
mittee on Education in 2025 shows that over the last five years,
the numberof reported complaints of caste-based discrimination
on educational campuses has gone up exponentially— from 173
in2019-20 to 378 in 2023-24. It makes the regulations, which re-
place those from 2012, both urgent and necessary. Ifthe 2012 regu-
lations officially recognised social discrimination, the new ones
callout caste discrimination in classrooms by its name and move
the needle by institutionalising mechanisms of redress,

Certainly, the framework they put in place is not beyond
critique. Despite Union Education Minister Dharmendra Prad-
han’s assurance that misuse will “not be allowed against any-
body”, there willbe challenges. The inclusion of Other Backward
Classes (OBC), while welcome, will need to be addressed withrig-
our. Concerns have also been raised about the possibility of false
complaints of discrimination, and over the feasibility of timelines
prescribed for inquiries, which may strain under-resourced in-
stitutions. The threat of punitive action for non-compliance, in-
cluding derecognition, has stoked anxieties. For the regulations
tosucceed, checks and balances and safeguards against misuse,
and a commitment to due process, will be critical.

The backlash against the regulations, however, cannot mask
the reality that had forced an overdue recognition in the Mandal
moment. The fact is that privilege reproduces itself through ac-
cess, language and cultural capital, that inequality isoften due to
historical exclusion. Ever since the implementation of affirmative
action, classrooms have become morediverse. But caste prejudice
still operates in covert and less recognisable registers. The UGC'’s
new regulations are not perfect, but they force a reckoning with
that reality. Addressing entrenched inequities always provokes
discomfort. But pretending they no longer exist would mean

shirking the constitutional obligation of equality for all. <A\ s
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New UGC
regulations make
the invisible
visible
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BUDGET 2026 EXPECTATIONS

EDUCATORS BAT FOR Al, RESEARCH
FUNDING, SKILLING & START-UP SUPPORT

OUR CORRESPOMDENT

i enkanced imvestmim!

in research, inpovation,

wrei] -Sl;u_l_u:il'.ul'ullﬂu'.l:';ltl

ernphasiv om pancling fixi
higher rdocation, especally in
emnerging domains suds as artifical
|I'|."E|]rﬁ_l_l.'|||:t ] el ey asd
Ui o epcatiomal and skill-
based edomtion throegh nadomal
p.-nﬁmmnl;er and srraciired
Panding, e aclusariosisy have
stronp eepeciatirme from the Thion
Brodges 2026, Edncation b one of the
importent secwe thet creaes the
foundatics ¢ff the 1adent poal which
dirrees other seciors, Defore Union
Ferance Mindiesr Mierola Sihisgman
[lr“ilr.l.lcl:‘\.l Hibdpwt con Pty |
1006, o L1 am, mankdng her ningh
siniTIive |.wﬂ|.|.'|_ the pdueaticin
sacior expecis b he mardzier 1o kank
o the key areas o emporeer nadials
lenirmiers and inpesrvalco,

According io Dr BMipun Sharma

CED, TearmiLimee Depres e AR
7 BUDGET2E T
SHOULD FOCUSLESS -

QR LALIKCHANG SCHEMES
AMD MORE 0N BUILDING
CAPABILITY, IRSTITUTIOMAL | joutia oot pas
THFRASTRUCTURE, | s tabent
FACULTY TRAINING, AND DWGITAL
L SYSTEM INTEGRATHIN MUST  »
BE TREATED AS CORE
- INVESTMERTS .~

appreatceship, the
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corg drivar of [ndid
wibrkdicets and
ecaycaTne B2
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FEAITET .
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thas addlitional Incantives or
mg:gin; WEEN TP PREERREd can
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sludents is mizcly 1B Bl siep.
“The WIT] Aayog acmap nghlly
ervpiasiacs quality and govemandr.
What Indfln noww nowdls wie robusl
FeidulmEn|, CONVErERan aen]
acadvenike dclvery mechanizms that
give studemdts eanfidersse il Klulwiig
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Arira Ghoal, Fuunder and CEO,
I:I!IL'EI:FI Glabal, Bducainr aee also
ol s apindon el the EJ.II\]EH sl
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- Eminence on hold

Flagship schools expose execution gaps
. @ UNJAB's Sikhiya Kranti was projected as a
" urning point for government education. It was
acampaign that would combine upgraded infra-
structure with improved learning outcomes,
But the non-functioning of two Schools of Emi-
nence in Ludhiana exposes a contradiction: reform driven
.mare by visibility than by preparedness. These schools,
envisioned as flagship institutions for meritorious stu-
dents from modest backgrounds, have buildings in place
but lack teachers, laboratories and basic academic infra-
structure, Years after construction, classrooms remain
ermnpty. This is not an isolated lapse. Across Punjab, chron-
ic teacher and principal shortages have been reported.
Hurried inaugurations that often precede readiness on
the ground seem to have taken precedence. The empha-
sis on ceremonies and plagues has drawn political eriti-
cism, with opposition parties calling Sikhiya Kranti a pub-
licity exercise. Even within the education systemn, teachers
have flagged how routine academic work and enrolment
drives were disrupted during the 54-day campaign. Such
concerns underline a deeper issue: education reform can-
not be reduced to infrastructure rollouts or festival-style
launches. There are also signs of policy inconsistency,
Admissions policies and alleged discrimination within
Schools of Eminence reveal unease among teachers and
parents. When elite tracks are created within government
schools without adequate staffing or clarity, the promise of
equity — central to public education —rigks being diluted,
Governanee transitions cannot be an excuse. Projects
initiated under previous governments must be complet-
ed with urgency, not allowed to drift in administrative
limbeo. Children cannot afford political pauses. Each aca-
demic year lost weakens trust in the government school
systemn and pushes families towards private alterna-
tives, If Sikhiya Kranti is to live up to its name, the state
must recalibrate its priorities — from optics to outcomes.
Filling vacancies, ensuring operational readiness and
instituting accountability are less visible than inaugura-

tions, but far more transformative. <\ b
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New UGC rules open to
misuse, rethink needed

he Supreme Court order staying the implementation of the

the University Grants Commission {Promotion of Equity in Higher

Education Institutions) Regulations, 2028, helding its language

“vague” and its sections capable of “being misused” has come as a
serious sethack to the attempts to right some of the grievous wrongs com-
mitted on ouwr campuses in the name of caste. The Unlon government must
act expeditiously, addressing the concerns the apex court has raised with
a view to making it a fool-proof document that all right-thinking Indians
can welcomae,

The court has observed that the Begulations, which sought to address the
issue of discrimination of students from the Scheduled Castes, Scheduled
Tribes and Other Backward Classes face on campuses, "will divide society
and will leads to many very dangerous impact”™, The court has also point-
ed out they have no safeguards against potential misuse as in the case of
several other such laws,

The order has come even a5 some parts of the country have bean wit-
nessing protests against them in a re-tun of the events that unfolded after
the then Union government decided to implement the recommendations of
the Mandal Commission that provided for reservations in government jobs

. and admissions in educational institutions fior

While the concems people from the Other Backwards Classes in

the apex court has 19%0. The whole episode reflects the reality that

be Jaft ©Ven 75 years as a democratic republic have not
to the political clags 4°used the fames of casteism and attempts to

political do the same still face serious challenges.
to address, the  The regulations stem from an earlier Supreme
government must Court directive to create a “very strong and
move to set up a robust mechanism” for tackling real incidents
committea of of discrimination that have had fatal conse-
quences, The apex court had suggested its for-
experts to relook at mation while hearing a public interest litiga-
the Regulations at tion moved by the mothers of Rohith Vemula
the earliest and Payal Tadvi, two students who committed
suicide unable to stand the acts of caste-hased

discrimination they suffered on their campuses,

The Regulations, notifled on January 13, require all higher education:
Institutions in India to form Equity Committess to eradicate discrimina-
tion against all stakeholders by taking appropriate preventive and protec-
tive measures. They will be formed with the heads of the institution at the
chair and representation from various stakeholders, including from the
communities the regulations seek to protect, and are vested with powers to
enforce s declsions. Failure fo comply with the regulations will attract
punitive action from the UGC.

Twao sections in the Regulatlons have triggered protests. They are
Regulation 3(c) which defines “caste-based diserimination” as discrimina-
tion faced only by members of the SC/8T/0BC community, as it excludes
peneral category stakeholders saving they can also face caste-linked bias;
and Regulation 3(1Kf) that defines “discrimination” as any unfair, differ-
ential, or biased treatment or any such act against any stakeholder on the
grounds only of religion, race, caste, gender, place of birth or disability as
It does not cover people from higher castes, The representation given to
the 5C/8T/OBC communities in the Equity Committess is discriminatory,
el

societal concerns the apex court has flagged may be left to the
political elass to address, the call for setting up a committee of experts 1o
take a relook at the Regulations and introducing safesuards against its
misuse is a workable suggestion which the Union government must take

Ep 1a_f the Eﬂ:r]lﬂt. Equity safeguards, as Tamil Madu chief minister MK
D g?.i.ﬂmr.gnﬁt&_maufmmggma:hm.an jusavoidable negessity,,

Firesas = o
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VBSA BILL: THE CASE FOR STATUTORY

PROF. RAGHAVENDRAP.
TIWARI

education system is

large, ambitious, and
structurally stalled. With
over 1,100 universities
and tens of thousands of
colleges, it has achieved
scale without coherence and
access without excellence.
Decades of reform have
expanded enrolments but
left governance largely
untouched. The result is a
system where ambition is
plentiful, but institutional
capacity to deliver it is weak.
It is from this context, not
ideological preference, that
the Viksit Bharat Shiksha
Anusthan (VBSA) Bill,
2025 arises. To treat it as an
unnecessary centralising
impulse is to ignore the
depth of the failures it seeks
to address.

The VBSA Bill repre-
sents a deliberate break
from India’s compliance-
heavy, permission-driven
higher education regime.
By creating a new class of
autonomous, research-led

India’s current higher

institutions, it shifts author-
ity away from bureaucratic
control towards outcome-
based accountability. The
premise is straightforward:
globally competitive uni-
versities cannot function
when academic decisions
are entangled in regulatory
approvals, procurement de-
lays, and fragmented over-
sight. Innovation thrives on
speed, clarity, and responsi-
bility, not circulars.

At the heart of the Bill is
a redesigned governance
architecture. The proposed
institutional structure
vests authority in compact,
expert-led boards with a
clear majority of eminent
academics, researchers, and
domain specialists, along-
side limited government
representation to safeguard
public purpose. This is not
ambiguity; it is intent. Reg-
ulator-driven microman-
agement is replaced with
professional governance,
clear executive authority,
and transparent account-
ability. In brief, VBSA in-
stitutionalises autonomy
rather than dispensing it
administratively.

Critics invoke federalism,
but India’s problem today
1S not excessive coordina-
tion, it is incoherence. Uni-
versities operate within a
maze of regulators, minis-
tries, funding agencies, and
compliance regimes, often
receiving contradictory sig-

nals and facing prolonged
delays. Accountability is
diffused, outcomes are
unclear, and autonomy re-
mains more rhetorical than
real. Faculty vacancies of
30-40 per cent persist not
due to lack of talent or fund-
ing, but because recruit-
ment decisions are trapped
in multi-layered approvals.
Research grants go unspent
as procurement stretches
into years, rendering labo-
ratories obsolete before they
become operational. These
are not marginal inefficien-
cies; they are structural pa-
thologies. Defending them
in the name of federal bal-
ance reduces federalism toa
procedural veto rather than
a framework for effective
governance.

For too long, reform has
been pursued through
schemes rather than stat-
utes. Centrally sponsored
initiatives have delivered
episodic gains but little in-
stitutional continuity. With-
out legal backing, priorities
shift with administrative
discretion. Universities re-
main governed more by cir-

REFORM IN RIGHER EDUCATION

OPINION

Viksit Bharat
@ 2047

culars than by law, more by
compliance than by perfor-
mance. The VBSA Bill seeks
tocorrect this by placing re-
form on a statutory footing,
ensuring durability, clarity,
and accountability.

This statutory clarity mat-
ters because India’s edu-
cational expansion has far
outpaced its capacity for
knowledge creation. Despite
accounting for nearly a fifth
of the world’s college-age
population, India produces
a disproportionately small
share of global research out-
put and hosts only a hand-
ful of globally competitive
universities. Public invest-
ment in research remains
stuck around O.7 per cent of
GDP, but funding alone is
not the binding constraint.
Research remains institu-
tionally marginal, admin-
istratively constrained, and
poorly integrated with na-
tional priorities.

The National Educa-
tion Policy 2020 correctly
diagnosed these failures
and articulated a vision of
multidisciplinary universi-
ties, research-led teaching,

institutional autonomy,
and outcome-based gover-
nance. Yet implementation
has been uneven precisely
because the institutional
scaffolding was never fully
rebuilt. Without statutory
reinforcement, reform risks
administrative drift. VBSA
seeks to supply the missing
architecture to a vision al-
ready endorsed in principle.
Without it, NEP risks join-
ing the long list of Indian
policy documents admired
for aspiration rather than
execution,

Federal critics argue
that national coordination
threatens diversity and au-
tonomy. In reality, diversity
is already constrained, by
fragmentation. Universities
today align curricula and
research agendas not with
regional needs or academic
strengths, but with eligi-
hility criteria for centrally
designed schemes. This is
central influence without
accountability. Properly de-
signed coordination, backed
by law and evaluated by out-
comes, can reduce regulato-
ry clutter and expand genu-

ine institutional autonomy.

International experi-
ence offers perspective.
Systems in Germany, the
UK, and China have used
national coordination to
pool resources, set strategic
research priorities, and re-
duce duplication, without
collapsing into uniformity.
The lesson is not that co-
ordination is harmless, but
that its impact depends on
design, sateguards, and ac-
countability. India’s current
model combines weak coor-
dination with heavy proce-
dural control, a worst-of-all-
worlds arrangement.

India produces nearly a
million STEM graduates
annually, yet continues to
lose a significant share of its
most promising research-
ers to systems that offer
clearer governance, faster
decisions, and genuine au-
tonomy. In a world where
knowledge production is a
strategic asset, delay is not
neutral. It carries real costs,
in talent flight, underper-
forming institutions, and
diminished global influence.

The choice before Par-
liament is therefore not
between reform and fed-
eralism, but between man-
aged change and prolonged
paralysis. Federal systems
endure not by freezing
reform, but by shaping it
through law, oversight, and
democratic accountability.
Proceeding with the VBSA
Bill, while strengthening
safeguards, is not reckless-
ness. In India’s higher edu-
cation landscape, the greater
risk today lies not in reform
undertaken carefully, butin
reform deferred indefinitely.
Views are personal
Prof. Raghavendra P. Tiwart,
Vice Chancellor, Central Uni-
versity of Punjab, Bathinda
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TFaith-based science limits

CENTRAL UNNEREITY (F
HIMACHNL PRADESH

5

RN CHAN AN
URIVERSTY

"N HE recent revelations shout a
decade-long government-finded
PFanchagouya research project on
l:-nnrﬂ'at Manaj Deshmukh Vet-
o erinary  Scence  University,

Jabalpur, Madhys Pradesh, raise concerns
abynit puhblic aceoumtability, scientific rigour
and responsibleuse of money, An
afficial probe indicates that Rs 1.9-35 erore
was #pent on cow dung, cow LIrine, w male-
rials and travel expenses, though the market
value of the materials was far lowee Alsa,
therewas litthe toshow in terms of credible sci-
entific outcomies after 10 years of worls,

Al a timnewhen Indig's health systemn is fac-
ing challenges, research fimds should be used
transparently and efficiently. Research must
have a scientific basts. Findamental diseass
reatment reseanch requires strict methodolo-
Y, peer review and evidence-based frame-
el, vehicles and non-essential equipment
under thie project sugzests poor judgrment as
wedl as possible mismanagernent of public
resources, especially when basic cancer
research demands robust lsboratory capacity,

Clear hypotheses and rigorous oversight are
nioeded, Hesearch projects must also have

Only the rigour of systematic
review ol literature and asking
Lhie rigehit quiestions can ke
the Tnddian science to
arcater heights

fransparent  meporting  and mm.trahlﬂ
resulis, In this case, after years of funding,
tangible research outputs are missing. There
is also no evidence of effectiveness against
cancer, This calls the project's initial spproval
and oversight mto question.

The controversy underscores the need for
siricter research povernance, independent
audits and a reaffirmned commitment o evi-
dence-baged seienee over specylative or sm-
bolic pursuits. Nanaji Deshrmulkch Veterinary
Science Unversity's defence that all purchis-
B Wi mae socording toproeedur does niot
Fully address the deeper izsue: whether this
progect et the basic standards of credible sci-
entific research worthy of significant public
irvestment or it succumbed to the difference
between science and peeudoscience.

How o distinguish science from pseudo-
stience? Fulsifiability’ i= one of the criteria.
Theresearch inguestion orsuch research can-
not be Talsified by
research keep them out of the purview of sci-
entific testing, Fbr eample, the relation
between  treatment of caneer and cow
dungleow urine will remain susceptible o
nne's[aiuu and belief in the karma theory of
diseases and diagnosis and the wrath of Sitala
Mata. In this caze, there is also another belief
about religious sanctity accorded to the cow
and cow dung, the same stahis is not accord-
ed toother metnbers of the cow family Bovi-
chaeh or Lo their dung.This is called the protec-
trve belt of mundliary hypotheses!, which is not
from science but religion and mvthology:. The
oy will b hailed aszan mata’.

There cannot be a clear demarcation
between scence and peeudoscience, but
fuzzy boundaries (oow or desi cow?), an indef-
initely extendabie indicator list (first urine o
dung of the moming or the later cres) and an
unclear nature (ape of the cow; does it matter
or dairy oorws or not?), This research is a proj-
et of perudoscience,

Arncient Indian health science and indipe
s practices will lose credibiliby due to sach
research. Onby the rigour of svetematic review
of literature and asking the right questions
can take the Tndian science to greater
heights, But b asser this, we also need o
ackmmiedge that ‘sciences’ will remain soi-
ence onby 1 o adjectives of black or Trdian ar
Hindu or Islamic ame added to it, The rmethod
of soienoe and acéence as a discipline are two
distinct domains; one may apply the method
of science to study a religion, but when so-
ence 15 confined 1o a region or relimon, it will
only produce another dogrg o Y
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UGC equity

MID an uproar by sthudenss and political par-
that the University Grants Coonmilssion's
(UGC) recently notified Promation of Equity in Highr

also left thee ruling BIP divided.

A draft of the regulations had been placed in the
public domain for feedhack in Febraacy Laet yeas Thi
Sigprerme et whide hoaring o plea fled by e
o of Rakith Viarks and Pomad Thoh, sdhio had ques-

tianed the implementation of the 2012 UG reguia-
Hons on case discrimmation.

WHAT THE RORMS SAY
Wmﬂfﬁmmnnflhuﬂ}'lhj{ﬂhzﬂmnﬂm
Irestitutinns) Regulations, 2026, were notified on.Jar-
w13.ﬂn:rdiniwﬂ‘mlrﬂ:.thaﬁmkhna:dmah
diseriminstion on the grounds of religion, e, gen-
duphu[blﬂh.mt:-zdﬂatdﬂmpmﬂw}ﬂﬂ.r
against the Scheduled Castes, Soheduled Thbes,

regulations &

TRIBUNE, (P-14), 31 JANUARY 2026

Supreme Court interventon
comes [ollowing profests
and concemns over their
strueture and enforcement

the instihrbon to ensme strict oomplsnce, granting
thien all poaers necessary for this purpcsn.

IMPLEMENTATION MECHANISM

..--T-'." otk e &
ewtablish an Copoeriunity Centre, an Equity
Camnrnittes and s to oversse policies and
progranumes for dissdmantaged groups: The 10-mem-
ber Equity Cormmittes must include representstson
from Ciber Baceward Classes, persona with dizabili-
Agprieved individuals may report incidents of dis-
erimination thrugh an ehline portal, in writing, or via
emnail i the coordinator of the Equal Oppariunity
Cemdre, The Bouity Comumithes 8 reguined to convene
within 24 hours of receiving g complalet frd subarit
it report to the head of the atitation sithin 15 work-
irsg day=. Equity Squads are fasked with regulary vis-
iting wulnerable spots o eampus and submitting

DEMAND FOR WITHDRAWAL
A section of students, along with BIP olfioe-hearers in

the controversy

ek, have called for withdrsl af the megala-
frem the gerseral catepoey, They arpae that the riiles
mldlnudmﬂm'humnﬂﬂ"umwum i
diveEaons.

i ey b
thmﬁﬁq*ﬂﬂemﬂmﬁm-
inatiar”, Protesters hane also Aagged that institutons
fare pumdtive action for nun-compdianee, which they
clairn el foster srbstrust in dassrooms and furthes
polarise phdents along caste lines

CONTESTED ASPECTS
Whiks the statad intend of the mgulsbions iy b eurb
et bamedl discrimiraton, these place B0s, BTe
m.wmmﬂwm
disabilities wurder & simgle equity framesork. Avade-
mricinnes have mﬂﬂ‘brlﬂilhhamfﬁﬂhumm
faced due b disability or economic dsadvantage 18
nnmepluaﬂyﬂwﬂluﬂwnatummdl'm' of caste
oppressicn are cdistmet.
DIFFERENCE FROM THE 2012 REGULATIONS

The 2012 UGC reguiations did not spell cut punitne
action against instinatons for non-compliance. Undoer
the 2026 regulations, higher education mstitutions fall
upider the senstiny of & UGC-appointed mandlarmg

If nom-commplianes 5 extahlished, instiiubions may
b barred from participating in UG schemas, offer-
irgg disgres programses, and running onkine or dis-
tanoe [earning courses HII;"\-&

o
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