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taking note

321
HEALTHCARE

Business
of Cancel
lndia's cancer care
sector is attracting
significant private
investment. Will it
scale up?I
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SKILLING

TheSkilling Challenge
With concerns over poor
placements. low salaries and
rise of Al, is it time for a reset?

RECULATION 641

Opening the Flood Gates
By easing a host of regulations, the
Reserve Bank of lndia is looking to
revive credit flow to lndia lnc. But this
may add fresh risks

AVIAIION 721

BIAL's Runway to Tomorrow
Bengaluru lnternational Airport is
entering a major expansion phase.
Can it overtake Mumbai and Delhi?

I rocus / mrtTlPAcrr.,r,,.
Fromtime to time,youwrll see pages titled "Focus", "An Impact Feature", or'Adr,-enorial" inBttsinessToday.

These are no different from an adveftisement and the magazine's editorial staff is not involved in their
creation in any rn ar''.

RENEWABLES 581

Storage Challenges
lndia is seeing a build-up of massive
power storage facilities to meet peak
demand. But obstacles remain

POLICY 681

New GST, Old Woes
The recent GST reforms have been a
mixed bag for lndia's MSMEs, easing
some compliances but also adding to
their burden

841
THE COOD
LIFE:TRENDS

Battle of Bids
Read about vintage
watches, historic
gemstones, and artworks
that are up for grabs at
upcoming auctions

88
TECH TODAY

Endless
Possibilities
Check out two phones
that have hit the shelves
recently-iPhone Air
and Samsung Galaxy
S25 Edge

901
MANAGEMENTADVICT

"Continuous
learning crucial fol
non-tech CEOs"
Manoj Kohli, Former MD
and CEO. Bharti Airtel, or
what needs to be done t<
stay ahead in the game

For the latest updates
and analysis, log on to
businesstoday.in

j

-,1*
it
!,'e
t

MANACEMENT

The Empathetic CEO

ls the age of the extroverted,
larger-than-life CEO coming
to an end?
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> DEFENCE

38 Building a Drone Force
The Indian army has ambitious plans to raise specialised
drone warfare units equipped with indigenous UAVs. But
India's drone industry needs extra support to overcome
procedural, financial and technical hurdles

> SOCIETY
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The Young
and the
Spiritual
Blending tradition
and technology, Gen
Z is embarking on a

spiritual voyage to
India's holy shrines

> LEISURE

49 The Long Wait
Nineteen years in the making, Kiran Desai's The Loneliness of
Sonia and Sunny is a sweeping, funny and deeply felt portrait
of love and isolation in a globalised world
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DEFENCE INSTITUTE OF ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY
(Deemed to be University)

An Autonomous 0rganization, Depariment of Defence, Research & Development,

Minhtry of Defence, Government of India

Ph.D. Programmes- January 2026

APPLICATION PROCEDURE, ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA & SELECTION PROCEDURES

Vlsit the Institute ||ebsite ||wv.diat.ac.infor detqils on the prccedure.

CONTACT DilAIL5

Depury Registrar tlcad

DEFENCEINSTITUTE0FADVANCEDTECH|10L06Y(DU),cirinagil.pune 4j1025,(Ml]),fdja.
Emaili dracad@diat.ac.in Telt r91 2024604410.4,111,4412

catiofts are invited for admiss'ion to Ph.D, 'amme

Apptied Physjcs Uttrafast Laser, Photonics EWs, qwtum
Cascade Laser, Free-Space Optical
Communication. Underyater
Communicatjon, Etectronjc Nose, Nano-
Materials for Sotar Celts. Sotid State
Lighting, CBW and Sensors Technotogy,
Fiber taser & amptifiers. THz Technotogies

Applied Chemistry
Energy and
Environment.

Green Hydrogen Generation, Bio-fuets,
Water to Energy, Hydrogen Storage,
Organic Hybrid Nanomateriais,
NanomateriaI chemicaL synthesis QDs
noble metal & metat hybrid chatcogenides
for opto'etectronics & energy appUcatjon,
Hydrogen Fuel Cel[, Energy Management,
Sotar Enersv & Wind Enercv

Computer Scjence &
Engineering

Post Quantum, Cryptography, Game
Theory, QML, Computer Vision, Deep
Neurat Networks. Malware Analvsis

Aerospace Engg. and
Autonomous Systems.

Guidance and ConroI of Autonomous
Systems, Humanoid Robotjcs, Aeriat

Metatturgjcat and
Materials Engg.

Additive manufacturing,
High entropy attoys,
Hybrjd etectrodes for energy storage
Additive Frjction stir proce"siinglwiiitng,
Potymer Composite, SuOer CaDacitor

Apptjed Mathematics
ComputationaI Numericat Method's for
Differentiat Equatjons (Al / ML, Finite
Etement Method (s)), Cryptography, Ftuid
Mechanjc with Al ft ML, SignaI Processjng

Technotogy
Management

Innovation management, Disruptive
Technologjes, Data Driven OB Research,
Maritjme Surveitlance, Employee
Behavjour Anatytics, Data Analytics,
Technotoev Risk Manasement

Mechanicat Engg. CFD, FEM, Additive manufacturing,
Composite Structures, Heat Transfer
Composite materjaI processing, AdditiJe
manuf acturing, Micro Machjning, Ftuid
Mechanics

ngg Semjconductor Chjp Design, Antennas,
Radar, Etectron jc Warfare, Embedded

Autonomous AI
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ON THE COVER

'The lnitiation' is an
event beinq carried
out by instinctual
forces that connect
personal and
collective realms
and stirs up the
unconscious and the
subconscious material
for close examination.

ABOUT THE ARTIST

Ruchi Bakshi
Sharma studied
Communication
Desiqn at the National
lnstitute of Design and
has directed several
award-winning live
action and stopmotion
shorts. She works
with multiple
mediu ms- lenticu lars,
paper and video
assemblages inside
shadow boxes, optical
and anrmating toys,
puzzles and zines.
More recently, she
has been interested
in making interactive
ritual objects. She is
inspired by folkiore,
totems and mystical
diagrams. Play and
motion are the
dominant elements
in her work. She
has won numerous
internataonal awards.

4 I "lN THIS CITY,

I AM MEMORY"

Another Mental
Health Day is coming
up. lncreasing
awareness must
be matched with
improving access
to mental health
services

By Anirudh Kala

8I TANGUISHING IN

LONETINESS

How do people deal
with the unbearable
ernptaness of being
when the system
commodifies
everything, including
love. sex and
companionship
By Snigdhendu
Bhattacharya

44 I TO UNDERSTAND

AND BE UNDERSTOOD

About one crore
lndians over 60 years

old have dementia.
But the availability
of services does not
match the demand
By Sridhar
Vaitheeswaran and
R. Thara

.NA

"it has to be emphasized that if the pain were
readily describable most of the countless
sufferers from this ancient affliction would have
been able to confidently depict for their friends
and loved ones (even their physicians) some
of the actual dimenslons of their torment, and
perhaps elicit a comprehension that has been
generally lacking; such incomprehension has
usually been due not to a failure of sympathy
but to the basic inability of healthy people to

imagine a form of torment so alien to everyday experience."

-William Styron in Darkness Visible: A Memoir of Madness

! N order to address this inability, we, at Auilook have decided
I to commit to raising awareness about mental illness as part of
our journalism. For our lndependence Day issue in August (picture
above), we looked at freedom from the stigma of mental illness,
and as we prepare to observe World Mental Health Day on October
,10, 

we once again focus on stories of those who feel too much and
those who struggle with being understood.

We remain grateful to everyone who spoke to us, and those at
Chennai-based The Banyan-which offers comprehensive mental
health and social care services for the homeless and low-income
populations-who helped us understand the issues regarding
mental health, especially our guest edrtors Dr Vandana Gopikumar,
the organisation's co-founder, and Dr Lakshmi Narasimhan, a mental
health researcher at The Banyan.

This is in solidarity with everyone who has struggled with mental
health issues and those who have been their caregivers, the many
people who are helping out in their own capacities and our readers
who bravely engage with stories that are sad and yet, they give us
strength and hope.

fll*r*
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Turn to Page 55
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6 I SACRED AND
THE SCARED

An organisation that
takes pride in being rock
solid in times of liquid
modernity, can it catch up
with the change?
By Ajay Gudavarthy

2B I DOUBTETHINK

It is clear that the very
foundation of the RSS

was laid to show Muslims
their place and keep them
in check
By Saiyyad Mohammad
Nizamuddin Pasha

S IGROWTH AND

SUCCESS

Shared ideas and
unimaginable patience,
along with uncontested
moral upbringing of its
cadres, have ensured the
success of the R55
By Rakesh Sinha

56 | AN UPHttt CUMB
Kerala, long resistant
to Hindutva politics,

R55 shakhas than most
lndian states today

12IADAPTING

Author and politician Ram
Madhav talks lo )utlook's
Editor Chinki Sinha about
the RSS'views on Hindus,
Hindu Rashtra, ghar wapsi,
love jihad, caste, reservations,
Adivasis and much more...

16 I THE DEEP STATE

Chrlstophe Jaffrelot, a

professor of lndian politics
and sociology at King's
lndia lnstitute, London,
talks to Chinki Sinha
about the RSS' roadblocks
to saffronise lndia

paradoxically hosts more revivalism are the three

26 I AD DHARM

The consciousness
of belief in the divine
and the sacred is the
c6nsciousness of
"protected ignorance'
By Y. S. Alone

40 I RESISTANCE

Who is afraid of the
RSS? No one is today.
Minus the trappings oi
a very flabby militia, the
organisation looks like
any other outfit
ByHarish Khare

7tI lvrcrsslTuDE.
New histories, social work
and indigenous faith

pillars of the RSS' approach
in Northeast India By

32IBORROWED PRIDE

The RSS thrives on
0BC amnesia, offering
borrowed pride in Hindu
identity in exchange for
complete obedience
By Anand Kshirsagar

52 I BEING CHECKMATED

Tamil Nadu has more
temples than any other
state in lndia, but has
refused to endorse a
single religion's supremacy
By A. 5. Panneerselvan

S0lrNFruENCtNG '

RSS publications are
thriving at a time when
the print media is facing
a big circulation challenge
By R. Balashankar

I ef ru.X. Bhoopesh Snigdhendu Bhatracharya

I

Subscribe Now
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ffitr
We are losing ground in every
sense, and the international
community largelY ignores this.
Everyone talks, but talk ls cheaP

-Mahbouba Serai, Afghan women's

rights activist

t6
-

GOVER
STORY

I INTERVIEWS

g @ Israel has tulfilled its
obligations so far, but
unfortunatelY, Hamas
is not delivering

-Reuven Azar, lsraeli
ambassador to !ndia

^d" .dF

@ @ India must play an
active role, and not
justbe a sYmbolic
presence at the table

-Raji Sourani, d i recto r,

Palestinian Centre for
Human Rights

BUILDIilG
PEAGE THE
TRUMPWAY
The Gaza truce was shaPed bY

Donald Trump's commanding
personaliry business-minded
approach and the negotia-

tion skills ofa seasoned real

estate dealmaker. For TrumP,

the writing was on the wall.
Securing a ceasefire would not
onlywin him political credit at

home and abroad, butwould
also reaffirm the US as the
predominant Power broker in
the Middle East.

I PLUS

The Trump plan has secured
a fragile, temPorary truce.
But it faces signifrcant long-
term challenges centred on
Its requlrement to disarm
Hamas and create a terror-
free zone ln Gaza, raising
questions about its durabilitY

- P.R. Kumaraswamy,
professor, INU

e I rHrwrrr' ocToBER 26,2025
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THETATAS

Discord amongtrustees
marks a departure from Tata
Trust's historically unified
decision-making

58
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HISTORY

&s
For more than a hundred years
before Aurangzeb, the poit of
the chief astrologer in the court
was held always by a Brahmin
fro.mBanaras

-M.J. Akbar, authar and former lJnion
minister. His new book explores Mughal
e m p i re's a stro lagica I fo u n d atio n s

42
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UTTAR PRADESH
Selective enforcement of the
new caste regulations would
make it an instrument of
political control rather than
social transformation

@
LEISURE

63

Printed at Manorama Building, K.K. Road, Kottayam , 686 001, Kerala, and M p printers, Noida, and published
from Manorama Building, K.K. Road, Kottayam - 686 001, Kera a, byJacob Mathew, on behalf ofthe l\latayata

Manorama company Prvate Ltd,, rvranorama Bui ding, K.K. Road, Kottayam - 6g6 00r, Kerara.
Editor Philip Mathew, Manorama Buidings, panampilly Nagaq Kochi 682 036, Kerala.

Place of Publication: IVanorama Buildings, panampilly Nagar, Kochi _ 6g ZOJ6, Kerala.. Focus/lnfocus features are paid marketing/pR initiatives

COVER IIVAGING BINESH SREEDHARAN

ocToBER 26,2025 . THE WEEK I S

COLUMN
fl PIIWERDRIVE

R. Prasannan

(ITHTRWSE CRACIfiD
K.C. Verma

TASTWllRD

Suresh Narayanan

Patients ask about
tumours and clots,
aboutmemory
and movement.
But I often think

68

74

z
2
a
F
a

, rr thepia [mater]
deserves its ovrryr chapter in the
story, It is the silent witness to
every thought, every dream,
every seizure, every surgery. It is
the first to be touched by blood,
by infection, by tumour.'And, yet,
because it has no voice, we forget
it is there.

universes are
beingpumped
out, butmany
miss the core
ingredients-
heart and soul
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Sri Lankan President
Anura Kumara
Dissanayake in Jaffna

I INTERVIEW
g[;t .t,' In discussionswith Prime

er Narendra Modi, we
spoke about opportunities,
particularly in the tourism
sector. We are now open to
newinvestments
-Anil Jayantha Fernando
mlnister of labour and deputy
minister of ecananic develo0ment

I rnr wrrr . ocroBER 5, 2025

liilfl FROM RUIN
5I TO RENEWAL
Sri Lanka has clawed back from economic collapse,
sustained by its workers, exporters, expats and resilient
citizens. The real que$tion now is whether the governrnent
can transform the present stability into [ong-term prosperity.

22
-

CURRENT
EVENTS

Can the Election Commission
regain public trust amid
allegations of vote theft,
legal scrutiny and a
nationwide voter roll shakeup

48
SECURITY

-

I PLUS
Though the case
against former
president Ranil
Wickremesinghe
might not stick, the
symbolismbehind
it cannot be missed

Even with the new defence
agreement in place, Saudi
Arabian assistance to Pakistan
in awarwith India is unlikelyto
efiend beyond soine additional
oil supplies, financial aid and
mediatory diplomacy
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The first Indian women to
circumnavigate the globe in
a two-person sailing mode
say the journey ahead is no
longer geographic but social

II P(}WERDRIVE

R. Prasannan

I6 MEDI.SCENI

Dr Preetha Reddy

SCHIZ().NATION

Anuja Chauhan

RISHTANGLE

Bansuri Swaraj
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Dohald,iTrurnp:,1,r

:fulpdld;ryensive
lawsuitsrr,torscare
OPPQ{}&!llQt1ir,t,rtt,,,,,,,. r .

Nowhe'],usesirhis
executiveip'ower to:forCe top law
firms to do free work for him.
He sends troops to terrorise
migrants. Trump's skill and
stom&ch,to i,vate psycholo gical
waris ceaseless, changegfuIs;r,,,', , r,

capricious, even cruel."

5t

g8

COVER PHOTO SALIL BERA
COVER DES]GN BINESH SREEDHARAN

Printed at Manorama Building, K.K. Road, Kottayam - 686 001, Kerala, and M P Printers, Noida, and pub ished

fromManoramaBuiding,K.K.Road,Kottayam 63600l,Keraa,byJacobMathew,onbehafoftheMalayala
lv4anorama Company Private Ltd., lilanorama Building, K.K. Road,

Kottayam-68600l,Kerala.EditorPhilipMathew, lttlanoramaBuildings,PanampillyNagar,Kochi 682036,
Kerala. P ace of Publication: lvlanorama Bulldings, Panampi ly Nagar, Kochl - 682036, Kerala.

. Focus/lnfocus features are paid marketing/
PR initiatives

ROBOTIC SURGERY

ocToBER 5,2025 " THE WEEK | 5

GOLUMNSAt THE WEEK Maritime Conclave,
industry leaders, policymakers and
innovators discussed solutions
and opportunities for the sector

lndia is poised to attract investments worth
<80 lakh crore, generate over 1.5 crorejobS and
accelerate green shipping practices-Sarbananda
Sonowal, Union minister for ports, shipping and
waterways

Last year, lndia's shipping trade was about $85
billion, of which 90 per cent was paid to foreign.
shipping companies. This cannot continue-Madhu
S. Nair, chairman and MD, Cochin Shipyard Ltd
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ln the two decades since
the RTI Act came into foree,
over a 100 activists have
been killed, with the crinrinal
justice slrstem largely
indifferent to the *ituation.
ln spite of all that, the
struggle endures.

I NffiYffiffiW$ffiW

&& Th.constitutional* * defrnition of the people
as sovereign has got a
pra€tical shape through
the act of questioning.

- ,1r,. ",.r '.: a.r. activist

Iprts
Thosewho led the RTI
movementthinkof the
struggle
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I am not opposed to
Maratha reservation; I am
opposed to their entrylnto
the OBC quota.

Chhagan Bhujbal, minister for
food, civil supplies and consumer
protectio n, M a h a rashtra

40
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RSS@IOO

As itmarks its centenary
the RSS is seeking to
project a more inclusive
image, even as the strong
assertion ofhindutva
identity continues to
define it

Plus
Future ofthe RSS depends
not in accomplishing
its declared agenda but
refreshing its moral edge:
Rakesh Sinh4 former
Rajya Sabha MP

58
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BUSII{ESS

MukeshAmbaniis
once again playing the
disruptoq, but it takes
more than disruption
to establish dominance
in the financial services
sector

48
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I{EIGHBOURS

South Asia's Gen Z
warriors are seeking
to draft a new social
contract to ensure that
future generations may
not wait in despair for
promises to get frrlfilled

P lus
From Dhaka
to Colombo to
Kathmandu, youth-led
uprisings are not just
outbursts ofanger, but
deliberate responses
to unemplol,rnent,
inequality and
systemic exclusidn

@
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Author Kiran Desai on the
soul-nourishing delights
of solitude

63
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45 SCALPEIT

Dr Mazda Turel

62 DETOUR

Shobhaa De

7O IITHERWSECIACIGB
K.C. Verma

It is no
coincidence
that in the years
since GSTwas
implemented,
India has

emerged as the fastest-growing
large economy in the world. The
reform did not just streamline
taxation; it integrated the
Indian marketplace in a way
that unlocked productivity and
competitiveness.
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COVER STORY

LESSTRUMP,
tul0REXl
Xi |inping is the biggestwinner
as the US foreign policY turns
entirely transactional under
Donald Trump. He has quicklY

aligned his long-term strategies

with Trump's immediate require-
ments. India, meanwhile, is Yet to

devise a strategy to ease its tariff
tensions with Washington or
offset visa restrictions. By engag-

ingwith neighbours and regional
heavyweights through peo-
ple-centric and welfare-oriented
projects, New Delhi can occupy
the space left by China

I lHT#ffiYtH"ry

ffi $ Next step should be an
Slli *ffi economicpartnership

agreement between
India and Taiwan

representative of the TaiPei

{conomic and Cultural
Centre, !\lew Delhi

I ptu&$s

,' '. Sneakyties between
xs ffit Chinese slmdicates and

state -linked institutions
point to a network
that seeks to exPand
Beijing's influence
across South Asia
-- iltt"r lil:i'lri:lt
author and farme r directar,
llaiianal SecuritY Council
Secretariat

20
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MIDDLE EAST

A lasting resolution to
the Israel-Palestine
conflict can be achieved
only through a long-term
solution that upholds the
dignity and honour of all
parties involved
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Chinese President Xi Jinping
at a reception at the Great Hall

of the People on the eve of
China's National Day
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i Agenerational shiftisj reshaping Bihar's electoral
i landscape, asthreeyoung
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socrETY

i How a tech giant transformed
i a sleepytown in Tamil Nadu
i into a centre of innovation
I and opportunity
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R, P,llsannan

40

41

S(IUI{DBITE

Anita Pratap

T,IEDI-SCEl{E

Dr Preetha Reddy
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Anuja Chauhan

74 LASTWORD

Shashi Tharoor

The world often
misunderstands
whatthe sangh
truly represents.
It is not an
organisation of

exclusion but of belonging. Its
emphasis on discipline is not
regimentation but responsibility.
Its celebration of culture is not
nostalgia but continuity.
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KERALA

The controversy over the
missing gold at the Sabarimala
temple has sparked questions
about the CPI(M)'s role
and the state government's
responsibility in protecting
the temple's assets

A Dutch governorwho risked
his career to document
Malabar's rich plant diversity
inspired an Indian tech
entrepreneur to create a27-
acre garden that grew out of
the HortusMalabaricus
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