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ilMERI BETI KO I(ICII MAT I(ARtr/A (please
don't harm my daughter)i' she pleaded with fold-
ed hands, while her children-a son and a daugh-
ter-wept beside her. "Don'tworry we are the
IndianArmyi'the soldier told her. "We are here to
help youi' The woman broke dourn, saling: " Mere
pati ko maar diya (my husband has been killed)J'

In the wake of the April 22 terrorist attack in
Pahalgam, security personnel rushed to the site,

+a I tre wEEK " rvAY 4, 2025

only to be met with traumatised tourists. The local
people who helped the evacuation efforts told
THE \AIEEK about the survivor who mistook a
soldier for a militant.

Baisaran, a scenic meadow about four kilo-
metres from Pahalgam in south Kashmir's
Anantnag district, had been busflingwith tourists,
pony,vallahs and local people. Knor,r,rr as "Mini
Switzerland'i the area is surrounded by pine for-
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CIIMBINED FtlRCE
Countenterrorism efforts are being strengthened by a
government-led civil society outreach aimed at uniting the
public against terrorism

At THE WEEK's Defemce Conclave,
Defence Minister Rainath Singh spelt out India's
military option at this critical juncture
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requires more than
punishing perpetrators
Lt Gen 0.5. l-looda {retd)

This is a fight in which
lndia has to do the
heavy-lifting
Lt Gen S.L. lrlarasimh*n (r*tt

Pakistan's democratic
decline has worsened
under Gen Muhir
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crisis begins with the heal'th care system's failure to

promote the benefits of breastfeeding. lt continues

in weaning practices, and dietary mistakes then

become the norm. Now, health experts are

advocating eating right to not just fight diseases, but

to prevent them
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Ground report
from border"
vi{lages along
the LoC

' Col {retd} Nilesh Kunwar

Should Gen Munir decide to
escalate the situation,' 
hel,vould be doing so at

his own peril

Gp Capt (retd) R.K. Narang

The adrial technologies will
play a critical role in

building deterrence

'Commodore (retd) R.S. Vasan

Top military echelon in '
Pakistan would now factor in

the element of surPrise from
the seas as a real threat
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2025:
FOR THE
WEEK -

MAY 19 -

MAY 25

The tension with Pakistan seems to have fizzled out after a firm response.
But just as the dust was settling, US President Donald Trump entered
the scene with a bang. The challenge now is to play it smart with Trump,
even as lndia continues to push Pakistan to the wall on terrorism
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My aim is to have the MLA
count touch two digits:
Nainar Nagendran, BJP
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Munir could attempt a coup:
M.J. Akbar, former minister

.: of state for external affairsr of state for external affairsI
E r:-
lE- *
[]BI a Onus clearly lies with

lslamabad to rein in
r terrorism:

Lt Gen D.S. Hooda (retd)

O Trump may lose interest
in South Asia if tensions

, dissipates: K.C. Singh,
former ambassador

i Turkey's close alignment

f ::'r'r with Pakistan has a long

history: Nuray Mert, Turkish

expert

t72 IASTwoRD
Baijayant Panda

II dialogues more than two dozen
times over the years, including
in Pakistan, mvexperience has

been dismal. Their continual cycle
of blatantly denying support for
terror attacks, followed by partial
acknowledgment months late1
regularly broken commitments, and

insistence on continued talks even

as theylaunch the next terror attack,
is simply not worth entertaining.
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TAKEOFF
tNDIA',S $t3O-BtLLION TNSURANCE INDUSTRY lS

ENTERING A NEW ERA OF GROWTH, MARKED BY BIG M&AS,
THE EXPECTED ENTRY OF MORE FOREIGN PLAYERS, AND
TECH.LED D!SRUPTIONS. WHO WItL COME OUT ON TOP?

g I rHE PorNr

Value Hunterc
Despite the
volatility in
stock markets,
promoters and
institutional
investors
increased stakes
in select BSE 5OO
companies

to I rHE BUZZ

lndia Hits
Back
Pakistan's bench-
mark KSE-IOO
index crashes after
lndia hits terror
targets there
and in PoK

l2l THEBUZZ

Code Red!
lndia lnc's business
confidence, as
measured by the
BI-C Fore Business
Confidence Survey,
plunged to a
15-quarter low in
Q4FY25

36 | THE BT TNTERVTEW

"lndia is
extremely
strategic for us"
St6phane de La
Faverie, President &
CEO of Est6e Lauder
Companies, on
taking Forest
Essentials globalCOVER BY NILANJAN DAS
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Contentious Wrq
(Amendment) Bi17,2025

't India Launches (Operation

Brahma'in Myanmar
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't India Successfully Test-fires
Astra Missile From LCA
Tejas
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Mission

't India-Mauritius Upgrade
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Partnership'
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Vikram & Kalpana

* IndiaAI Mission Unveils
AIKosha Among Several
New AI Initiatives

* Madhav National Park
Becomes India's 58th Tiger
Reserve
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With Russia For Advanced
Battle Tank Engines
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Burning Topics

Porlioment Posses Conlentious
Woqf (Amendment) Bill, 2025

The contror-ersial \t/aqf (Amenclment)
Bill. 2U25. rr hich igrired hrarcJ
polarising debates both inside and
outsicle Lok Sabha and Rajr.a Sabha for
quite some time, was fina1lr. passecl b)-
Patliament u,ith the Upper House
cle .rrrng ir in rhc \r ee lr, ,trr'. , ,t' \pril 4.
2025. Akrng with that, the Padiament
also passed the N{r-rssalnlan \!-akf
(Repeal) BIII,2025.

\\rhile the \\hqf (Amendment) Bi11,
2025, rvhich aims to update the \I,aqf
Act, 1995, proposes s$reep1fls changes
irr r,gulrtr,,rt rnd llorernrncr of NIusIm
Waqf properties and ,sertlement of
related disputes, the l,[r-rssalman \dakf
(Repeal) Bill, 2025 seeks to repeal \Vakf
Act, 1923, u,hich u,as created during
British tule ancl is norv outdated. It is to
be noted that in Islamic tradition, a
'y'aqf ' js a charitable or religious
donation made b1. N'Iuslims foi the
benefit of the communitt-. Sucl.r

froPLrli(S catlrlnf be s,,lt.l r,r used for
an1' other purposc.

The Rajr-a Sabha approved the
contentious \X'aqf (Amendment) Bi11,
2025 after a dcbate for arouncl 14 hours,
with 128 members r.oting in far-our ancl
95 members voting against the legrslation.
Fadier, the llill sailecl through Lok Sabha
bJ, a margin of 56 r,otes (288-232)
aftet a miclnight r.ote on April 3, 2025,
capping a rlarathon 12-hour debate.

Prime N{inister Mr. Narendra NIodi
called the passage of Bills a "u,atershed
moment", salrin* ,1r. Bills wili help
marginalised people who have been
denrc.l r,,ice antl opporrunil.

During the debates on the \T/aqf
(Amenclmcnt) Bill, 2025 in Padiameni,
the Opposition accusecl the BIP-1ed
ND \ Gur ernlnenr of inr.rLrenc. in
][us]rm reLgi,,Lr. rlfairs in cuntra\cnliun
of dTe Constitution. Horver.er, this charge
r,vas rejected bv Union Home NtinistEr
N{r. Amit Shah ancl Union X,Iinoritl.
\ffair'. \lini'rcr NIr. i.-iren Rriiju l h.r

asscrted in Parliament tl-rat the BilL
was flot anti N{usiim and rvould rather
benefit crores of poor membets of the
communitr,. l,{eanrvhile, the Congtess
announced on April 4, 2025 that it lr,lould
challenge the constitutionalitl, of the Bill
irt rhr Suprerrrc Cnulr.

As p9r the Government, the \Xiaclf
(Amendment) Bill, 2025, aims tir
strengthen Waclf propertv maflagement
br imp[nr inq gL,\ ern]ncc, r..ins[:rr.nc1
and digitisation. It acldresses lega1
ambiquirie., srrengrhrns Wrql. Borr.l
po\\urs rnd :ir.amlincs regisrmtion
prucrs15'<. The LJill esrrLrlisher r secula r.,

tJ'ansparenr arrd accountrlrlc ir srrm f.r
'waqf ' administration.

llorvever, manl bontroversies
surround the Bill because it not on11.
prolusqc changcs ro ho\t I \\aqf
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