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PAHALGAM ATTACK
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MURI
MOST F

The deadliest terror attack in Kashmir since
the Pulwama bombing is likely to harm both
its economy and efforts to restore statehood

BY TARIQ BHAT

“MERI BETI KO KUCH MAT KARNA (please
don’t harm my daughter),’ she pleaded with fold-
ed hands, while her children—a son and a daugh-
ter—wept beside her, “Don’t worry, we are the
Indian Army," the soldier told her. “We are here to
help you” The woman broke down, saying: “Mere
pati ko maar diya (my husband has been killed)”
In the wake of the April 22 terrorist attack in
Pahalgam, security personnel rushed to the site,

42 | THE WEEK + MAY 4, 2025

only to be met with traumatised tourists. The local
people who helped the evacuation efforts told
THE WEEK about the survivor who mistook a
soldier for a militant.

Baisaran, a scenic meadow about four kilo-
metres from Pahalgam in south Kashmir’s
Anantnag district, had been bustling with tourists,
ponywallahs and local people. Known as “Mini
Switzerland’) the area is surrounded by pine for-
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THE OTHER COVER DESIGNS FOR THIS ISSUE

The young bride sitting next to her husband's body became the heartbreaking, lasting
image of the terror attack in Pahalgam. A sketch of this image, and a question asking
WHY, to this senseless killing were Outlook’s other cover options for this issue.

8 | SADLY, ITIS

GUNS AGAIN

In the aftermath of
the terrorist attack in
Pahalgam, Kashmir,
questions rise,
demanding urgent
answers

By Toufiq Rashid &
Ishfaq Naseem

16 | THE SIREN

IS WAILING

It is clear that India
will retaliate. But

a war between

the nuclear-armed
neighbours is a
nightmare not just for
India and Pakistan,
but for the entire
region

By Seema Guha

22 | ECHOES OF
MOURNING

Amid emotional
funerals, salutations
and promises of
justice, the families
of those killed in
Pahalgam are
struggling to make
sense of the
unforeseen tragedy
By Avantika Mehta,
Trisha Majumder &
Jinit Parmar

74| 1S WAR AN
OPTION?

The sheer uncertainty
and costs of war,
present levels of
preparedness and
the nuclear balance
discount war as a
rational option for
India, certainly at the
present stage

By Ajai Sahni

ON THE COVER: Photographs of the 26 victims who were gunned down in Pahalgam on April 22, 2025
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Chairs and tables are

scaftered at the site of the

terrorist attack on tourists
_in'Baisaran near Pahalgam: . =
~in south Kashmir's:

@ P Anantnag distriet * £ o,
Counter-terrorism efforts are being strengthened by a PLUS

government-led civil society outreach aimed at uniting the
public against terrorism

At THE WEEK'’s Defence Conclave,
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh spelt out India’s
military option at this critical juncture

Winning this battle
requires more than
punishing perpetrators

H

This is a fight in which
India has to do the

OUR heavy-lifting
5 CAPABILITIES Pakistan’s democratic
E: ARE CREDIBLE decline has worsened
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Smell of flowers in the air,
shuffle of pilgrims’ feet,
sweat of bodies under the
Roman sun—witnessing
Pope Francis's final journey

BHANU PRAKASH CHANDRA

Most Chettinad mansionsin
south Tamil Nadu now stand

as faded echoes of their
former grandeur, though a few
Chettiars are making efforts to
restore them

UNIQHD

A special jackfruit variety,
planted by and named
after his father, fetches
S.S. Paramesha over

71 crore annually

COLUMNS
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9V cover STORY

DIET THERAPY

An April 2025 report revealed that 85 per cent of
fatty liver cases in India were among non-alcoholics,
with obesity emerging as the culprit in 76 per cent of
cases. The report also said that non-communicable
diseases—including diabetes, hypertension, heart
disease and obesity—are now the leading causes of
death in India. The key contributing factor towards
this trend is poor diet. Indeed, India’s malnutrition
crisis begins with the health care system’s failure to
promote the benefits of breastfeeding. It continues
in weaning practices, and dietary mistakes then
become the norm. Now, health experts are
advocating eating right to not just fight diseases, but
to prevent them

)

10 foad myths, debunked: Dr Vijaya Sarathi
of Vydehi Institute of Medical Sciences and
Research Centre, Bengaluru

16

FITNESS .
Repeated strain injury
is a gnawing concern

among gym-goers
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20

UN-DOCTORED
Efficient communication with both
children and parents is key while ~ +
tackling urological disorders

40

MED IN INDIA
V.K. Vinod Nair wants to apply a
holistic approach not just to individual
health but to society as a whole
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47
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10 | THE POINT
CONTENTS “.....

Adversity

May 11,2025 | Volume 34 | Number 10 US President
Trump's decision
to hike tariffs has
unsettied the
global trade order.
See how India’s
trade landscape
could evolve

12| THE BUZZ

The Tell-Tale
Sign

TCS reported its Q4
results, declaring a
1.7% fall in its con-
solidated net profit.
It also deferred sal-
ary hikes in April. Is
this a sign of stress
in the IT sector?

14 | THE BUZZ

The Budget
Makers

The start of FY26 has
_ COVER STORY heralded a new team

: of top officers in the
k. finance ministry,
E each of whom will
o have to hit the floor

running

22 | THEBTINTERVIE!

WITH OVER 60% OF THE DOM STIC MﬂRKET “Want to double
NDERITS WINGS, THE AIRLINE IS NOW GEARING India inventory
PTO TAKE ON AiR INDIA ON'ENTERNATIONAI. in 3-5 years”
i Haitham Mattar, MD
MEA & Southwest

Asia, IHG Hotels &
Resorts, on why

COVER BY NILANJAN DAS the focus is on
domestic tourism

PHOTO BY HARDIK CHHABRA

Business Today | 11 May 2025
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even as India continues to push Pakistan to the wall on terrorism
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Pariiament passed the controversial Wagf (Amendment) Bill, 2025 after
marathon debates, with Rajya Sabha clearing it on April 4, 2025.

Parliament Passes Contentious
Waqf (Amendment) Bill, 2025

The controversial Waqf (Amendment)
Bill, 2025, which ignited heated
polarising debates both inside and
outside Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha for
quite some time, was finally passed by
Parliament with the Upper House
clearing it in the wee hours of April 4,
2025. Along with that, the Parliament
also passed the Mussalman Wakf
(Repeal) Bill, 2025.

While the Waqf (Amendment) Bill,
2025, which aims to update the Wagf
Act, 1995, proposes sweeping changes
in regulation and governance of Muslim
Waqf properties and settlement of
related disputes, the Mussalman Wakf
(Repeal) Bill, 2025 seeks o repeal Wakf
Act, 1923, which was created during
British rule and is now outdated. It is to
be noted that in Islamic tradition, a
‘waqf’ is a charitable or religious
donation made by Muslims for the
benefit of the community. Such
properties cannot be sold or used for
any other purpose.

The Rajya Sabha approved the
contentious Waqf (Amendment) Bill,
2025 after a debate for around 14 hours,
with 128 members voting in favour and
95 members voting against the legislation.
Farlier, the Bill sailed through Lok Sabha
by a margin of 56 votes (288-232)
after a midnight vore on April 3, 2025,
capping a marathon 12-hour debate.

Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi
called the passage of Bills a “watershed
moment”, saying the Bills will help
marginalised people who have been
denied voice and opportunity,

During the debates on the Waqf
(Amendment) Bill, 2025 in Parliament,
the Opposition accused the BJP-led
NDA Government of intetference in
Muslim religious affairs in contravention
of the Constitution. However, this charge
was rejected by Union Home Minister
Mr. Amit Shah and Union Minority
Affairs Minister Mr. Kiren Rijiju who
asserted in Parliament that the Bill
was not anti-Muslim and would rather
benefit crores of poor members of the
community. Meanwhile, the Congress
announced on April 4, 2025 that it would
challenge the constitutionality of the Bill
in the Supreme Court,

As per the Government, the Wagf
(Amendment) Bill, 2025, aims to
strengthen Wagf property management
by improving governance, transparency
and digitisation. Tt addresses legal
ambiguities, strengthens Wagf Board
powers and streamlines registration
processes. The Bill establishes a secular,
transparent and accountable system for
‘wagf” administration,

However, many controversies
surround the Bill because it not only
proposes changes to how a waqf
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