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ABOUT THE BABA JITTO

Baba Aghar Jitto is an ancient shrine which is situated in the lap of Trikuta hills on Katra-Reasi main road at village Aghar Jitto which is around 6 km from Katra. Baba Aghar Jitto
was a great devotee of Shri Mata Vaishno Devi. Baba Jitto was a farmer who sacrificed his life to get his due share of agricultural crop from landlord Bir Singh who denied him to
give the committed share. After that he became famous among the farmers’ community. This place is also source of attraction for the pilgrims from all over the country. On this
spot Baba Jitto statue has been constructed and natural source of water is really the centre of attraction. Every year a big fairis organize d by the district administration at this
spot and large numbers of people participate in this fair and pay respect to Baba Jitto. The Baba Jitto Mela is an important annual congregation of farmers and other pilgrims
who gather at Aghar Jitto village to pay homage to Dogra folk hero Baba Jitto. The fair is held every year to honour and celebrate the memory of 15th-16th century folk hero
Baba Jitto, who laid down his life to defend the values of honesty and justice.

Like many other folk heroes who begin their life as an ordinary person but are transformed into someone extraordinary by performing significant life events in their lives. Baba
Jitto, originally named as Jit Mal, was an honest and truthful farmer of village Aghar Jitto. Baba Jitto was a Brahmin and great devotee of Mata Vaishno Devi. His aunt Jojan was
having hostile behaviour towards him and finally he decided to leave the village along with his daughter Bua Kori. He went to his friend, Iso Megh at Kahnachak and there he
requested Mehta Bir Singh, a feudal lord of the Ambgrota, to provide a piece of land for farming. Mehta Bir Singh gave Jit Mal a piece of barren and unfertile land after signing an
agreement that he would give him the one-fourth of his produce. Jit Mal’s hard work transformed the unfertile and barren land which finally yielded a excellent crop. When Bir
Singh came to know about the excellent crop yield, he arrived at the fields along with his men and instructed them to lift three fourth of the crop yield and leave only a quarter
for Jit Mal Baba Jitto requested Mehta Bir Singh to follow the terms and conditions of the agreement but Mehta forcibly took the major share of the crop. Injustice done by Mehta
compelled Jit Mal to stab himself after sitting on the heap of grains which got wet by his blood. Her daughter Bua Kori with help of their pet dog Kalu, found the dead body of
her father which was hidden in the Simbal tree trunk by the goons of Mehta. She then lit the pyre and burnt herself with her father. After that a fierce rain storm raged the area,
the blood strained Erains were washed away and all those people, even the birds, who had taken those grains later suffered from various ailments, untimely deaths, misfortunes
etc. In order to see Pardon from the wrath of the holy great spirit, they not only asked for his forgiveness by worshiping him as a ‘Kuldevta’-family deity but also making it
mfar;]datory for thheiT uture generations to venerate Baba Jitto and pay annual homage to him. There’s also spring water that flows in front of the shrine. Itis believed that water
of this spring is holy.

Itis said that if a childless lady takes bath in the pond at Aghar Jitto, she is blessed with a child. Aghar Jitto mela witnesses ggeat hustle and bustle during three-day festival as
pilgrims families and various groups belon?ing to diverse communities and hailing from different parts of the country assemble there to pay obeisance at the Baba Jitto temple
and seek his blessings and the blessings of his daughter-Bua Kouri. People from every nook and corners have also been visiting this spot throughout the year and enjoy the
unique place of spirituality. Especially the members of local and outside communities, who worship Bawa Jitto as a Kuldevta (family deity) come?\ere to pay obeisance on
occasions of important events in their families like marriage, birth of child, mundan (tonsuring ceremony) or simply to thank or entreat the Bawa for his continuing protection
and blessings. Baba Jitto Mela, the farmer’s fair like other such congregations is a spectacle to behold. Apart from large number of kiosks of eatables and merchants displaying
their wares for sale, which include from trinkets to new popular electronics gadgets, the fair presents hosts of entertainments for every age group of people. During the festival
there is regular recitation of folk songs by Yogis and ‘Gardis’ in form of Bawa’s devotional ballads at the main shrine. Many entertaining cultural shows are also staged. While
‘dangals’- the Indian style wrestling matches in which wrestlers from far a wide used to come here which draw a large crowd of sport enthusiasts.

During the fair, exhibitions and stalls are organized by different government departments like agriculture, horticulture, floriculture, animal husbandry, rural development etc. to
aware the people about various technologies, government schemes and incentives so that people could avail the benefits. Most of the stalls of eatables especially Jalebi and
Pakoras, which is a specialty of the mela, are being run by local people. Other than the shopkeepers, the local transporters like matador and bus owners also earn extra income
by bringing large number of pilgrims to the mela site. The Aghar Jitto Mela is one of the most attended fairs in Reasi district. It is a major socio-religious event that brings
together many people at Aghar Jitto village near Katra where devotees of Baba Jitto forget their caste, creed and language and share an experience of faith with full devotion.
Security, safe drinking water, un-interrupted power supply, adequate provision of essential commodities, sanitation, fire services, medical services, transport arrangements etc.
are provided to the devotees by the district administration. Wide publicity of mela through print and electronic media well in advance is also done so that more and more people
participate in the event




SALIENT FEATURES OF THE HOSTEL

» Exquisite infrastructure

- Progressive vision

- Healthy and pollution free environment
- Co-curricular Activities

- Internet Facility

- CCTV Surveillance

- Dining Facility

- Reading Room Facility

» « Generator Set Facility

.- Recreational Facility
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EXISTING INFRASTRUCTURE

» The hostel is a three-story building with two wings on each floor, and
every wing has its own bathrooms.

» -« Each floor of the hostel is equipped with water coolers.

» « There is a guest room available in the hostel

» « Free Wi-Fi is available on each floor of the hostel.

» « The hostel has a spacious dining hall on the ground floor,
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READING ROOM

The hostel has a very nice AC
reading room with well-
equipped furniture.

.
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Main Entrance
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Corridor Ground Floor
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STAFF OF THE HOSTEL
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ACTIVITIES ORGANISED BY THE
HOSTEL

» Embraces Student Empowerment with Launch
of Student-Run Mess at Baba Jitto Boys Hostel




» In a transformative move towards student-centric governance, the
University of Jammu has inaugurated a student-run mess facility at Baba
Jitto Boys Hostel (BJBH) after persistent efforts by the hostel
administration and establishes a new paradigm of participatory decision-
making in hostel affairs.

Under the leadership of Avinash Choudhary, a law student and resident
of BJBH, the newly formed Mess Committee comprising elected student
representatives has successfully implemented a transparent and inclusive
system that prioritizes boarders' needs.

The formal inauguration ceremony was graced by Prof. Pankaj Kumar
from the Department of Zoology, who commended this collaborative
effort as "a blueprint for student-administration partnership.”

The event witnessed the presence of key university officials including
Prof. Lalitsen Sharma (Provost, Boys Hostel), Dr. Surinder Sharma
(Warden, BJBH), Dr. Rajesh Sharma (Resident Warden, BJBH), Dr. Amit
Gupta (Department of Zoology), and Dr. Nitan Sharma (Resident Warden,
Jambu Lochan Boys Hostel).

This reformative shift, championed under the guidance of Prof. Lalitsen
Sharma and newly appointed Warden Dr. Surinder Sharma, reflects the
university's commitment to democratizing hostel governance. Boarders
have enthusiastically welcomed this student-led initiative, describing it
as "a long-overdue reform" that will enhance transparency and
accountability and fosters leadership, responsibility, and self-

nce among student community.
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