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Gross
Domestic

: ll \\'hile the government- and media-driven narrative,

,=:red on headline GDP figures and buoyant stock

:-.irkets, paints the pictLtre of an India on the cusp of
. *:erpower status, the reality is a fragile and uncompetitive

: : ,r .. l Er! rhat is driving both foreign and domestic

--,', e:r1ent abroad. Unless India urgently addresses its

::ep-:ooted structural deficiencies, real and sustainable

::,q1h *ill remain elusive.
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Guilty Until Proven Innocen

re
The 12 accused in the Mumbai blast case of 2006 were acquitted after L9 years.

Like them,75"/o prisoners in India are undertrials, waiting for their truth to be heard
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the 7/ll Mumbai blasts were acquitted as the
judges of the Bombay High Court tore into the
police investigation.ln this case, the judges did not
succumb to the collective conscience of the people,
as it has happened in the past. But the acquitted will
not get any compensation for the prlme of their lives
they have lost. This is not an exception in India. An
unimaginable 75 per cent of prisoners in the country
are undertrials, awaiting redemption, one way or the
other. Who should be held accountable?

f USTICE delayed is justice denied is a truism. That,s
Jfrom the victim's perspective in any legal case. But
what about justice delayed to the accused? After Ig
years in jail, l2 persons charged with masterminding
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6 | lndra's bloated

system ofjustice has

a sr ent, devastated
malority: the undertlals
By Avantika Mehta

14 | The acquittal in the Mumbai
blasts case shows that no amount
of compensation can make up for
the losses incurred. But courts
must award compensation for
wrongful prosecution

By Rebecca Gonsalvez

22 lThe night
Mumbai bled and the
wronged men who
bled longer
By Pritha Vashishth
and Jinit Parmar
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r06 | THoSE SUSPECTED CIT|ZENS
A year after the Citizenship Amendment Act,
citizenship screening still scares Bengali Hindus, as
evident from the panic over the 'anti-migrant drive,
and voter list revision By Snigdhendu Bhattacharya

138 ] CARPET SAHIB & THE GHOSTS
Strange moving lights, the churail's scream from a

deserted village, unseen terror... Jim Corbett did not
encounter man-eaters alone; he also had a face_off

with ghosts and supernatural powers By Anjana Basu
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Calls are not toll free
Languages: English, Hindi, Marathi,
Gujarati, Bengali, Assamese,
Punjabi, and Malayalam
Hours: Mon-Sat, l0 AM-8 PM

Vandrevala Foundation
Helpline: 9999666555 (WhatsApp
chat support available)

fime:24x'/ l7 days a week
Languages: English, Hindi, Gujarati,
Bengali, Kannada, Tamil, Telugu
Marathi and others

'i-;-;;:, !:.11i{:r,i,1-1,: :

Helpline:14416 :

Iime: 241-/ | 7 days a week
Languages: Assamese, Bengali,
English, Gujarati, Hindi, Marathi,
Kannada and others

Fortis
Helpline: +91 -83768041 02
Time:24 hours | 7 days a
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Kannada and others

AASRA - We're Here To
o2227546669
Hours : 24 hours | 7 days a

Languages : English, Hinc

Helpline Numbers
lf you or someone you know is experiencing thoughts of suicide

or are in a mental health crisis, please reach out for help:

o
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This issue of 1utlook is an exercise in empathy and
courage. lt was a tough issue to do simply because
these were stories that broke our hearts and yet. we
now know that f.reedom means we look at mental
illness not as stigma but as a human condition. We
remain grateful to The Banyan and others for their
support and their dedication towards this issue.
And for helping us understand that mental asylums
don't have to be shelters only but can become
places of refuge and healing, if care practices are
improved, and personal attention and alternate

4 ourLoox I AUGUST 21, 2o2b

Chinki Sinha
Editor, Outloot

options to institutional care are prioritised.
We decided to collaborate because it is importar-

to place our faith in collective action and to includr
everyone who believes in the right to dignity. I hop=
our readers will read these stories and some of the
stigma around mental illness can be erased. I hop:
we can be free of shame and guilt and become
inclusive in our approach when we frame policies,

ln this issue, we have many with lived experiences
who have written their own stories of living with
mental illness. I hope their courage frees us.www.air.

Some articles in the magazine may contain detailed accounts of suicide, trauma, s*
abuse, warand other potentially distressing topics. Reader discretion is adviser
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More than 12,000 civilians have
lost their lives to terrorism in
Jammu and Kashmir since
the 1990s, yet justice has
remained elusive for many of
them. Now, breaking decades
of silence, the families of
these victims are stepping
forward to seek justice-
spurred by the Lieutenant
Governor Manoi Sinha's recent
decision to ease rules and
allow applications for relief and
rehabilitation.

INTEHVIEW
iln",- *^^! :^rlrur !4rl{:r r$
justiee, j*b* a*d
d&gnlty for those
re.ri:*s* w*i**g
lnr*!"e snevetr he&rd"

Manoj Sinha,
lieutenant governor,

Jammu and Kashmir
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From social exclusion
to broken buildings,
Gujarat's anganwadis
are letting down
the state's most
vulnerable childlen

56 SYRIA

ffiu, the birthplace of
the Spian revolution, village
women step up to uncover
and clear landmines
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to l5,ooo
children were rescued from
iailway stations across the
country, which is a threefold
increase from 2020

INTERVIEW: W* are not just
protecting raitrr,r,ay $tations,
we are proteciing futures
Manoj Yadava, DG RPF

I 60 *o,,o'u^
#*o"rrnghowRita
Mukherjee nurtured a radio
station Indira Gandhi launched
exclusively for and by the youth
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RIGHTAI{GIE
Bansuri Swaraj
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Anuja Chauhan

THAILAND-
CAMBODIA DISPUTE

Two predominantly Buddhist countries
war over a Hindu temPle; the world
takes note, but India staYs silent

S6coNrRovERsY

ffi*, of two Kerala nuns
in Chhattisgarh over charges of
conversion and human trafficking has
put the BIP and the Catholic leadership
in Kerala in a tight sPot b. 6[
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A nation's global stature is defined
by its technological Prowess, and
India is realising the need to get

its deep tech act together

44HERTTAGE

ffiror* of the Maratha empire
became UNF,SCO world heritage sites

this Iuly. Inscribed in the list as Maratha
Military Landscapes of India, they tell
lasting stories of Shivaji's legacy
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Foreign
policy-it
needs to

be clarified since the
Honourable BombaY
High Court would rather
that citizens leave such
matters to the foreign
ministry-is not made in
a vacuum, particularlY in
a democracy; domestic
voices and concerns shaPe
a country's stances on
foreign affairs. Protests
reflect political oPinions,
and they matter: our
freedom movementwas
one long protest.
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MAHARASHTRA TERROR GASES

VERI)ICTS RAISE M()RE (lUESTI()NS
ONE YEAR AFTER HASIT{A'S EXIT

BNP, AWAMI, YUNUS ADVISERS SPEAK

Mlwww.theweek.inl@TheWeekMagl8IheWeekLivel(80
CRICKET'S HEROES

REP()RT CARD ()F

SHUBMAN'S B()YS

TIIEWEEI(
EDUCATI(lil CONCTAUE

LEARNINGS F()R

THE FUTURE
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EXCTUSIUE II{TERVIEW

Prashant lffshor
"Jan Suraai has

1.25 crore members;

BJP has onty 70 [akh."

. Fringe parties *rtd
become disruPtors
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fan Suraai has never been in an
Jiiu""", .rd it tt".,"" will be, Period

-Prashant Kishor
founder, Lan Suraai PartY

We will contest more seats than
we didlast time
-Akhtarul lman
p resi d e nt, At t t nd ia M ai li s'e|tteh ad u I M u sl i nee n

;r Contest is clearlYbetween
# tr," rgne and ttre uarragathbandhan

-Upendra Kushwaha
founder, RashtriYa Lok Morcha

.-, f.. FjIP is trying to maniPulate
* *! elections irl-Bihar as well

-Mukesh Sahni
founder, Vikassheel lnsaan PartY

MBANGLADESH

A vear after Sheikh
Hisina's exit, what
is the waY ahead for
Bangladesh?

-shafiqul 
Alam, Press

secretarY of Chief Adviser

Muhammad Yunus

-Dr Ziauddin HYder,
Ba ngl ad e sh N atio n a I i st PartY

-Mohammad 
Ali Arafat,

Awami League
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CRICKET

Team Indias report card
after The Oval triumph

THE IIIEEK Education Conclave
2025: To promote world- class
education, India needs to
harness the power of value-
based learning and AI

POWERIlRIVE

R. Prasannan

MEDI-SCEI{E

Dr Preetha Reddy

DET(tUR

Shobhaa De

SCALPEN

Dr Mazda Turel

LASTW(IRD

Baijayant Panda

Being
thoroughly
conflicted,
I have
temporarily
withdrawn

from manysocialmedia
groups. This has given me
time to introspect and fine-
tune my own teeny-weeny
regimen for good health-a
mix of exercise and diet.
a witty reflection by the former
chief of R&AW on trusting social
media in your golden years
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KEY TAKEAWAYS

India is no lcnger a seeker, but
is being sought aftet marking a
pivotal shift in our education and
innovation leadership
+t.:: ':':,;1;,,,'i, ,'::: .,,;.. lLniOn ministef

We are still pushing our best
minds abroad

MP and author

The keylies in building a high-
quality ecosystem that adapts to
emerging challenges
*i,,' :i;. ,-,. :;., t,::: directaL AIIMS Delhi

l{e are'moving ir*o an era rvhere routine knowledge is
no longer enough

-.'.. .4.,. i ' .... former chairperson. UGC

If sociery does notview an instirution as high-qualiry,

,,','it wilt fail to attract both.top strrdents,and,top faculty

, ' former lSR? chairman

, Edu'eation toda1l is no longer confined try'geography
I - . , :.,', principat, S1. Stephen s College
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bridge the gap byPairingYo
people u,ith senior citizens I

comfort, care and comPany

Lt the Indian Magazine
Congress in Delhi,
the moodwasuptreat,
with signs of a slow
trut steadyturnaround
after years ofdigital
onslaught and social
media's trlow to print,
especially magazines

s4..il USTARIFFS

Surat's diamond industry
was already scrambling;
the US tariffhike could
now deal a big lilow
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CHESS

"l think aggression is what
leads me to victories":
Divya Deshmukh, FIDE
Women's World Cup winner

m
FlIl
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s&
!ry
The INDIAbloc maybe
able to turn the "vote theft"

into awider
the EC's

move thatcould

"Rahul Gandhi is under
no obligation to make anY
statement on oath before ECI'

-P.D.T. 
Achary, former secretarY-

general, Lok Sabha

Iustice Yashwant Varma faces
a rare iudicial- lmpeachment
amid procedural disputes and
Sditisal stakes

F*ffi8ffiA$ffiffi
A new generation
of lndian women
filmmakers is
making a mark on the
global f estivat circuit

UKRAINE
"Thinking of our
soldiers in the
trenches, and Russian
missiles and drones
targeting my country,
I can't retax even
when I am away"

-Yuliya Musakovska,
poet, writer

and member af
NGO PEN Ukraine

!00

ll,0
rFlying taxis are a realistic,

scalable solution to trafficwoes
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Dr. Asif Iqbal
United Diplomatic Council

GAME CHANGERS, e AUGUST 2025

COI{TTi{TS

Dr. lladhulika Singh
Dr K\S frlentorial Group of

Hospitals & Institution-s.

Rajendra Sethia
\\estel n ( :rt t'iot s (lndllr,) Lrd.

Rajesh Doshi
Zebronics India P\,1. Ltd

Er. Shailendra Shukla
Icon Solar-En Power

Technologies Pvt. Ltd.

Dr. Dheeraj Dubay
Senior Consultant in Joint

Replacement Surgery at Shalby
Multi-Specialty Hospitals

Dr. AnilKumar
Ankita Group Of Companies

I(T. SrinivasaRaja
Adyar Ananda Bhavan

Deb Mukherjee
Wisdom Capital

SouravGhosh
S. Jalan & Co.

BahadurAli
IB Group

Shruti Swaroop
Embrace and InclusiBuild LLC
IIA, ERTZ Academy Private

Limited

Samrat Sengupta
S. Jalar & Co.

Col. RajeevMannali
Sree Uthradam Thirunal (SUT)

PrityKumar
Alphard Maritime Group
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Columns
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Taming Jane
Street, Rebuilding
Trust
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interoction, Sebi chief Tuhin
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Best CF0
The 2025 edition of the BW cF0

Awo rds honou rs fi no nce

for strotegic f oresight

resilience, ond their role

shoping busines

t|lE lnterview
Agodo CT0 ldon Zolzberg on ortificiol
irtelligence,job losses dueto Al, the
truvel business, ond more

48rne NewSteel
lndio'soluminium sector is thriving,
hrtit is vulneroble to import dumping
inthe obsence ofpolicy sofeguords

5O rne Rise of CFOs
How CF0s hove evolved from being

numbercrunchers to strotegic
co-pilots driving growth, governonce,

ond r€silience in their orgonisotions

BW CFO AWARDS 2025:
WINNERS

68 Nithyo Bolosubromonion,
lnventurus Knowledge
Solutions
69 GondhorvTongio,
Polycob lndio
7O Neho Rojvonshi,
Serentico Renewoble
7l Arbour lnvestments
72 BirloSoft
73 Sofex Chemicols
74 Abni Kont Jho, Sootvik
Green Energy

75 Bhogot Singh. Ceigolllndio
76 Nogorojon Roghvon, Sri City
77 Noroyon Sorof,JB Chemicols f
Phormoceuticols
78 Ponkoj Kwotro, Stride
Ventures
79 Priyonko Choudhory, Jio
Studios
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El Aster DM Heolthcore
82 PNB Housing Finonce
S3Tredence Anolytics

84 Alko Soxeno, Redcliff e
Lobs

85 Amit Nogpul, Blue Tokoi
Coffee

85 Bosoppo Monoppo,
!ndic EMS Electronics
87 Moyonkloju, HyFun
Foods

88 Svetlono Boldino,
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89 Umesh Porikh, Zydus .

Wellness
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Choncellor Noushod Forbes, on
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educotion. ond much more
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Tino Amboni, Choirperson, MICA

Foundotion ond Joyo Deshmukh,
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forthe School ofApplied Creotivity in

on Al-driven world
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more
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public equity morkets
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