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Farmers first

Trump’s pressure tactics will test PM’s resolve

Pregident Donald Trump's tariff
blitzkneg against India has triggered a firm
response from Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, who has reassured the country’s
farmers that their interests will not be com-

promised at any cost. His statement has assumed greater
gignificance on the birth centenary of renowned agr sci-
entist MS Swaminathan, the architect of the Green Rew-
alution that transformed a food-defident India into a
food-surplus nation. It's obvious that New Delhi hag
decided to stand up to Washington, which wants reduced
tariffs on products like corn, sovbean, apples, almonds
and ethanol, besides inareased access to the Indian mar-
ket for American dairy goods. The PA's commitment to
protect ivelihoods in three key sectors for raral commu-
nities — agriculture, dairy farming and fisheries — is
commendable. However, this strong resolve will be put to
thetest by Trump, who is bent on exerting maore pressure
on India towean it away from Russian arude oil.

Understandably, the Modi government is unwilling to
antagonise the farming community, having leamt a bitter
lesson from the year-long agitation at Delhi's borders in
2020-21 against the three Central farm laws. The con-
tentious laws were eventually repealed, but only after
more than 700 protesting farmers passed away. The logjam
over a key demand — legal guarantee of MSP (minimum
support price) for various crops — has persisted despite
several rounds of talks between the Centre and farm
unicns, There is aneed for the stakeholders to close ranks
i arder toconfront the US, which seems keen to use India
as a dumping ground, particularly for its dairy products.

Malang Indian agriculture more resilient and prof-
itable is a must for withstanding Trump's ondlaught.
The oppressive debt burden on India's farmers 1s wor-
risome, especially in food bowl states such as Punjab
and Har yana. And what happened to the grand promise
of doubling farmers' income? A fitting tribute to
Swaminathan would be to wholeheartedly support the
tolling annadata through thick and thin,

Saini woos Punjab

Sikh icons, caste equations shape BIP plan

ARYANA ChiefMinister Nayab Singh Sai-
ni's recent visits to Punjab are part of a
broader pobtical strategy, not mere cere-
monial engagements, His floral tribute to
eed Udham Singh in Sunam, tree-
planting drive and outreach in the Puadh belt — home
to asizeable Saini community —reveal the BJP's intent
to penetrate Punjab's fractured political space ahead of
the 2027 elections. Saini, the BJP's OBC face in
Harvana, is dearly being positioned as abridge between
the two states. His visits to Sikh-dominated areas, gurd-
waras and symbolic gestures aimed at the community's
pride are calculated moves to soften the party's image
in a state where the BJP has long struggled with credi-
bility among Sikhs, especially after the BJP's gplit with
the SAD. The Haryana government's plan to build a
Sikkh museum in Kurukshetra on the lines of Virasat-e-
Ehalsa also assumes significance in this light.

Saini's frequent presence in Punjab is energising
BJP's grassroots cadre. The party sees in him a poten-
tial face for ‘Mission Punjab’ — someone who can con-
nect with the region. However, all is not hunky-dory.
Saini’s earlier visit to Ludhiana sparked protests, indi-
cating public unease with what is also viewed as politi-
cal opportunism for electoral gaing. Also, in the back-
drop of simmering contentious issues like inter-state
water-sharing, BEMB control and farmer unrest, the
perception gains ground that Saini's forays are less for
unity and more for exploifing regional identities.

Thus, the big question is whether this outreach is
resonating beyond symbolic acts and identity politics,
Will it translate into trust and votes or will it backfire as
opportunism? Either way, Saini has managed to stir
Punjab’s political pot. For a state starved of credible
alternatives, this may be a precursor to a more compet-
itive political landscape ahead of 2027.
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Grieving for Karkare after Malegaon verdict

Acquittal of all seven accused in 2008 blast case delivers a death blow to justice

TRYSTS AND TURNS

JULIO RIBEIROD

am grieving for my fnend,
the late Hemant Karkare,
wht was a good man and a
professional. He was one of
the officers who did the
Indian Police 3Service (IPS)
proud. Like many respected
IPS officers I know, he was a
gtickler for truth and justice.

Karkare was killed by Pak istami
terrorists who attacked Mumbai
on November 26, 2008 We
moumed his death at that time.
Today, we mourn the demise of
justice after seven accused,
including former BJP MP Pragva
Singh Thakur and Lt Col Prasad
Purchit, were acquitted in the
2008 Malegaon blast case.

A day before he was killed,
Karkare had called on me for
adwvice on a ticklish problem he
was facing while camving out
his duties honestly and faithful-
ly. The state AntiTerrorism
squad (ATS) headed by him had
initially suspected jihadis of
involvement in the termor attack
near a mosque in Malegaon, a
Muslim-dominated town in
Nashik district, on Septemnber
20, 2008. Six local Mushims had
died when a bomb planted on a
motoreyele had exploded.

Later, it was found that the bike
had been registered in Gujarat in
the name of Pragya, a feisty, hamd-
core Hindutva activist. She had
become a Sadhwv and either sold
or handed over the bike toa dose
aide. Rampn Kalsangra, who has
remained untraceable till date.
The markings on the engine and
chassis had been erased. but
experts had restored one of the
two markings. I had no reason to
disbelieve my friend. He had no
motive to implicate fellow Hin-
dus, inchuiding a Hmdutvaactnast
and an Ammy officer, with whom
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PURSUIT OF TRUTH: Asthe head of the Maharashtra Anti-Terrorism Squad, IFS officer Hemant Karkare

probed the Malegaon case until his deathin the 26,/11 Mumbai attacks. Fni

he had no previous acquaintance,
Ewvidence of meetings held in
aties of different states by
Pragva with Lt Col Purchit and
five others had been collected.
The gmoup, which included
Kalsanpra, called itself Abhinav
Bharat. It appeared to Karkare
and also to me that the group
had a grouse against the govem-
ment for not acting more foree-
fully against the jihadis despite
their terrorist depredations. The
group seemed to have deaded to
act  independently to take
revenge, which they had
attempted in a very amateurish
manner and certainly not in the
manner of the jihadis schooled
and trained in the obnoaous
practice of killing innocents,
The acquittal of all seven
accused by a special court of the
National Imvestigation Agency
(NIA) in the Malegaon case was
widely anticipated. Karkare had
been advised by atop BJP leader
from Delhi to go slow on Pragva
(a request that unnerved him
and nudged him to seek my
counsel). The consequent trans-
fer of the probe from the Maha-
rashtra ATS to the NIA (con-
trolled by the Union Home
Ministry); the visit of an NIA offi-
cer tothe office of Speaal Public

[nterrogation of
suspects should be
monitored by CCTV
cameras, asdone in
many advanced
democracies.

Prosecutor Hohini Salian in
Mumbai, asking her to “go slow”™
on the prosecution; the replace-
ment of a highly respected pros-
ecutor like Saban probably
because she publicly berated the
NIA for trving to influence her;
the fact that the probe agency
told the NILA court that there was
no evidence to prosecute Pragya
and Lt Col Purohit, and that the
ATS had planted the RDX in the
house of one of the accused — all
this pointed to the intention of
the rulers to ensure that the

accused were set free.

It is tmpgic that justice 1s being
dished out on the wishes of the
powerful and not according to the
truth of the matter In our police
trmining institutions, we are told
to ferret out the truth and collect
proper evidence to bring the cul-
prits to book. If police investiga-
tion agencies go about arraigning
in courts of biw the persons iden-
tified by their political masters
and exculpate the real perpetra-
tors of the erime, the entire con-
cept of the rule of law will crum-
ble like a house of cards.

Unfortunately, sides are taken
onthe prounds of religion, casteor
linpuistic identities of the cul prits.
In the 2006 Mumbai trmin blasts
case, the 12 persons convicted of
killing 187 commuters and njur-
g 800 others were members of
the Students Islamic Movement
of India(SIMI), a known jihadh ter-
mrist organisation. When the
Bombay High Court acquitted
them, many co-religionists of the
arquitted men rejoiced! In the
Malegaon case, too, some co-reli-
gionists celebrmted when the sev-
en accused were acquitted.

Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra  Fadnavis  pro-
claimed, “Terrorism was never
saffron, 18 not, and will never

be!” Did the CM suppest that
Karkare, a good Hindu himself,
had manoeuvred the investiga-
tion to spite fellow Hindus?

I prieve for Karkare and his
team members. Similarly, 1
grieve for former Police Com-
missioner Anami Rov and his
dedicated officers who worked
for months to nail the culprits in
the Mumbai train blasts case.
Many of my friends and well-
wishers disagreed with me when
I said that the Bombay High
Court was wrong in its decision
to acquit the jihadis.

I am convineed that the guilty
have pot off the hook in both cas-
es. Courts po by evidence an
record. They acquit the accused
rebance of the prosecution on
oral witnesses and more Impor-
tantly on confessions should be
abandoned. The emphasis
should shift to forensic evidence,
which 15 hard to refute

With the aim of achieving this
poal of shifting to forensic evi-
dence, the police top brass needsto
address the current culture in all
police establishments of relying
solely onwitnesses who are prone
to pressures or inducements. The
emphasis on forensics should
begin at traini ng institutions.

Interrogation of suspects
should be monitored by CCTV
cameras, as done in  many
advanced democracies. We ame
spending crores of rupees every
vear on modernisation, but the
purchaseof equipment alone will
not spur police mvestigators to
change their methods. A new cul-
ture has to be dnned into them
daily. And all of them should be
trained in forensics and subtler
methods of interrogation. A
whole new breed of mtermgators
should be the ultimate goal.

A massive awareness cam-
paign should be liunched to edu-
cate the public on the need todis-
courage custodial violence,
remember a state Home Minister
gently upbraiding me for *not
even slapping” a boy suspected
of theft in the house of one of his
acquaintances! “What kind of
police are you,” he asked me!

IT is with the deepest regret that we announce the death of Sir
surendranath Banegeaat his Barmekpurresidence, Tt is only yes-
terday morning that we learnt from a Caleutta telegrmm that he
was suffermg from an attack of mfluenza, The telegram descnbed
the attack as slight, but before we went to press, there came anoth-
er telegram which descoribed his condition as entical. In the case
of a man aged 77, illness like this has usually only one end, but
such was our faith in Sir Surendranath's vitality that we still hoped
for the best, Now; alas, there is no mom forhope left, and while the
terrible shock inflicted upon the mothedand by the death ofDesh-
bandhu CR Das is still fresh, sheis once again plungedingriefover
the death of another son as deady beloved in the prime of his life
a5 Deshbandhu was in his, and who until some vears ago had held
as cons peuous a position in the public life of his country as itis gv-
en to any man to fill in a subject country. It 1s, indeed. the literal
truth to say that for many years, Sir Surendranath had been looked
upon as a veritable mstitution in India, as Wilham Gladstone was
lnoked upon as an institubion in his time and country, embodying
all that was best and strongest in its publbic life and political aspira-
tions, an undaunted warnor who knew no greater pleasure than
that of fighting his country’s constitu tional battle for constitution-
al iberty, a hero of literally a hundred fights, with many victories
tohis credit and many defeats even more glorious than victones.

THOUGHT FORTHE DAY

Justice and judgment lie often a world apart. —Emmeline Pankhurst

Posters, promises and
the piles beneath

Avinav KuMAR

VERY morning, as my cab rattles and wheezes its way

toward my workplace, I pass by a shdeshow of surreal

gsights that would grve Salvador Dali a run for his
maoustache, The city unfolds like theatre of the absurd — its
acts patched with promises, punctuated with potholes and
perfumed oceasionally by paan spit.

We halt, as usual, at the red bight near Plaza Mall. That's where
I see it again — the massive flex banner with a smug politician
flashing the victory sign, as if he'd heroically vanquished a fly-
overor personally handpicked every plastic wrapper offthe street
The slogan screams, ‘Swachh Bharat, Sundor Bhorat!' in bold,
bubblegum-pink letters. And right beneath that sugary shoutout
lies a garbage garnson — vegetable peels, polythene puddings,
torn texctbooks and leftovers from yesterday's campaign. A bored
cow; clearly unimpressed by the development discourse, munch-
es meditatively onwhat I suspect is a discarded dectoral leaflet,

A few metres away, past the chai stall with its eternally boil-
ing potion (better known as ‘special kadak'), floats another
poster — this one more glamomus. A porcelain-skinned mod-
el in chiffon stares wastfully into smoggy nothingness, her ips
parted like she's about to recite a poem on peace. The caption
reads, ‘Breathe Elegance’. Right below, a purgling drain has
its own interpretation of fragrance. A defiant dog splashes
through the slime with the composure of a Vogue modelon a
rainy runway. The aty whispers dreams through high-defini-
tion hoardingswhile choking onits low-tech truths,

Further down. a bright board boasts: ‘Transform Yourself in
a0 Days!" It hangs crookedly on a mildew-coated wall that's
cleady bevond any transformation. In peeling paint, someone
has seribbled: “Yeh deewar bl thak gam hai.’ The wall, like the
city's conscaence, seems exhausted. A few steps away, anold
woman warms her wnnkled hands over a flame fed by plastic
and old cardboard — her version of daily transformation.

Then there's that mural near the Film City Street, painted by
hopeful hands —two children flving kitesover gleaming gardens
and spotless streets, Below it, real kids tug at paper planes fash-
1oned from old newspapers, beside an open manhaole that burps
like a prumpy old man protesting the bes foating above him.

These are the juxtapositions that city life offers freely —
irony without invitation, satire served street-style. Billboards
brag. Roads retaliate. And we, the daily dnfters, float some-
where in between — half amused, half anaesthetized.

The cab lurchesto its final halt. I pay the fare, nod at the driv-
er and stepoutonto the office footpath — carefully avoiding a
puddle of something unnameable.

Cities don't hie. Their truths just wear makeup. And often,
the prettiest posters conceal the most pungent paradoxes —
proof that inurban India, fiction is flex-mounted and truth
lies, quite literally, beneath our feet.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Environment in peril
The climatic upheaval in Himachal Pradesh
and Uttarakhand is a result of human greed
that has converted mountaings and forests into
concrete jungles. The respective governments
cannot escape responsibility as all necessary
NOCs for construction are gprven by its own
departments. Builders, hoteliers and industrial-
15ts are encouraged in the name of tourism and
their activities go unchecked under the nose of
the authorities. There has been no statement
from the Minister for Environment, Forest and
Climate Change Bhupender Yadav on the
trapgedies. Unfortunately in India, envimon ment
protection can never be a top pnonty because it
does not fetch votes. Unless the matter is priori-
tised and handledin all senousness, the citens
will remain vulnerable,

YASH KHETARPAL, PANCHEULA

Greed for monetary benefits
Apropos of Firm up action plan to tame
flood fury’; recent cdoudbursts, landslides
and floods have revealed that we have not
learned lessons from disasters like the 2013
Eedarnath tragedy. The greed for monetary
benefits has resulted in unplanned develop-
ment and ereation of infrastructure without
caring for the environment. It is high time
we followed the requisite norms for main-
taining environmental balance keeping in
mind the local topography.

SUBHASH VAID, NEW DELHI

SC upholds green vigilance
Apropos of ‘Green clearance’; the Supreme
Court's verdict quashing the exemption of
large-scale construction projects from the
Environmental Impact Assessment regime is
timely and momentous. The rescinded clause
excluded buildings over 20,000 sg metre from
prior environmental seruting Touted as amove
to reduce procedural friction and promote
mdustnal ease, it effectrvely dismantled a aru-
dal safepuard against unchecked develop-
ment. The court has rightly recognised that
envimnmental diligence is not a dispensable
formality but a prerequisite for sustainable
growth. The apexcourt’s intervention restores
balance to a process moreasingly skewed in
favour of expediency over foresight.

SAMIEEV KUMAR GARG, RAMPURA PHUL

Priority to ecological balance
Refer to ‘Green clearance’;the Supreme
Court's ruling 15 a strong reaffirmation
that environmental concerns cannot be
brushed aside for short-term business
gains. In a country like India, where there
15 geographical diversity and varied climat-
i conditions, the balanee between develop-
ment and sustamability is cruaal The way
forward lies in upholding robust environ-
mental laws, streamlming regulatory
processes and ensuring striet complunce.
Half-hearted efforts and policy loopholes
are a recipe for disaster, both for the envi-
ronment and the economy. The verdict 1s
not only legally binding but also a wake-up
call to place the enwvironment at the heart of
India’s development journey.

GAURAY BADHWAR, ROHTAK

US setting disturbing precedent
President Trump's impaosition of an addi-
tional 25% tariffon Indian imports on top of
the earlier 25% 15 both unfair and alarming,
With around 35 per cent of India’s crude oil
now sourced from Russia, this step 1s driv-
en purely by economic necessity, not poli-
tics. Imposing 50 per cent tarff penalises
India for prioritising its energy security
amid pglobal volatility. Such actions wall
strain Indo-TUS relations and set a disturb-
ing precedent. It is essential that India con-
tinue to defend its sovereign right to make
independent decisions without succumbs-
ing to external pressure.

TANISHQ KAUR, PATIALA

Trump's own business flourishing
The contrast between Donald Trump's deci-
sions for his country and his family's busi-
ness dealings in India is a clear example of
hypoerisy. While Trump criticises India's
trade practices, his own family-run compa-
ny, The Trump Organisation, is expanding
its real estate business in Mumbai, Pune,
Kolkata and Gurugram at a rapid pace. This
situation raises serious questions about his
ethics as the President of the most powerful
nation in the world. Despite his personal
financial interests, he is trying to armtwist
India to submit to US hegemony:
HARSHITASINGLA, RAJPURA
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