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T
he GDP growth data released on Friday si-
multaneously portray recent economic
strength and reveal some reasons for

worry. The provisional estimates of GDP growth
for 2025-26 have been pegged at 7.7%, which is
marginally higher than the 7.6% predicted by the
government in February. This suggests that
March, the �rst full month since the West Asia cri-
sis erupted, did not see enough of an impact to af-
fect the full year’s growth. That resilience will be
dented in the months ahead. The data also
showed that several key sectors of the economy,
such as manufacturing and several services sec-
tors, grew by double digits over and above a rela-
tively high base. These are all good signs for an
economy heading into severe supply-related
headwinds due to the war in Iran. Notably, both
Private Final Consumption Expenditure and
Gross Fixed Capital Formation — metrics of hou-
sehold consumption and government and priv-
ate sector investment activity, respectively —
grew faster in 2025-26 than they did in the pre-
vious year. The consumption growth is especially
welcome given that it had been at a tepid 5.8% for
the previous two years. It remains to be seen how
much of the investment growth was driven by the
private sector. Even if this growth was driven by
government spending, it has positive knock-on
e�ects on the rest of the economy.

The weakness in the agriculture sector, howev-
er, is something to worry about. The sector’s
growth slowed to 3% in 2025-26 from 4.2% in
2024-25, despite the 2025 monsoon having con-
cluded at 108% of its long period average (LPA).
This is dire news, given that the India Meteorolog-
ical Department has predicted that this year’s
monsoon will only be 90% of the LPA. That is not
counting the fertilizer supply constraints that will
really be felt in the months ahead. The data also
show the rising dominance of services in the eco-
nomy, with their share rising to 54.3% of total
gross value added (GVA) in 2025-26, up from
51.9% in 2022-23. The agriculture sector, which
continues to employ the largest share of the pop-
ulation by far, saw its share in GVA fall to below
20% from 22.1% in 2022-23. The manufacturing
sector’s share has remained largely unchanged,
another cause for concern. This suggests that In-
dia is not growing its value-added manufacturing
sector fast enough. The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI), government, and independent economists
are in agreement that 2026-27 will see growth
slowing signi�cantly. The RBI predicted growth
will dip to 6.6%, and the Chief Economic Adviser
said that he saw no need to second-guess this esti-
mate. Last year’s tari�-related disruptions were a
test of India’s export resilience. This year’s ener-
gy supply disruptions will test the entire econo-
my as well as the government’s policy agility.

Testing times
GDP data reveal some strengths, but

they will come under strain

T
he southwest monsoon reached Kerala
on June 4, three days past its normal date
and four days behind the India Meteoro-

logical Department’s own forecast. This is the
�rst time since 2015 that the agency has mis-
judged the onset beyond its margin of error. A
late arrival, in itself, is no calamity. The date on
which the rains touch the Kerala coast has little
statistical bearing on how much falls over the
four months that follow. Many times in the past,
the monsoon has begun early and failed, and also
begun late and recovered. It is what the monsoon
has in store over the next four months that is un-
settling. The India Meteorological Department
has pegged seasonal rainfall at 90% of the long-
period average, with a 60% probability of an out-
right de�cient year — its most pessimistic pre-sea-
son call in a decade. Only the northeast is expect-
ed to see normal rain; the northwest, central
India, the peninsula and the monsoon core zone
that waters most of the country’s rain-fed farm-
land are all forecast to fall short. As monsoon
watchers have often cautioned, it is the distribu-
tion — the sudden long dry spells, sown crops
that then face the danger of being unwatered —
that matters. Every monsoon is consequential for
India. This one is exceptionally so, because it ar-
rives atop an input crisis. The West Asia con�ict
and the disruption at the Strait of Hormuz earlier
this year throttled energy supply and fertilizer
production. 

History o�ers little comfort. Around 60% of El
Niño years since 1951 have brought de�cient or
below-normal rains; 2002, 2009 were the sever-
est droughts of the century with signi�cant short-
falls in 2014 and 2015. With El Niño now near-cer-
tain through the heart of the season, the
government must not count on a late, redeeming
swing of the Indian Ocean Dipole. That means ac-
tivating the Agriculture Ministry, Jal Shakti and
Consumer A�airs Ministries on a war footing
along with the disaster management authorities,
with advisories steering farmers toward short-du-
ration pulses, oilseeds and millets over thirsty
paddy. Disciplined groundwater and reservoir
management are necessary and crop insurance
and relief provisioning must be readied. India
will also have to brave more days of severe heat,
which a parched landscape will only sharpen.
The government as recently as last week claimed
to deliver a record kharif production. While hop-
ing for the best, it must prepare for the worst. A
weak monsoon would fall on a farm economy
whose nutrients and fuel are both already scarce
and dear.

Missed call
India must brace itself for a de�cient

southwest monsoon

I
ndia is on the cusp of a demographic
upheaval. Fertility rates across the country
have been falling for decades and are now
on or below replacement levels. We will

soon have to shift from the challenges of �nding
jobs for the youth bulge to preparing to care for
an ageing population.

You would not think so looking at the Terms of
Reference (ToRs) of the High-Level Committee on
Demographic Change that the government
constituted at the end of May. The ToRs are
peppered with the need to address “illegal
immigration” and border management. Home
Minister Amit Shah said on the social media site X
while announcing the formation of the committee
that “Illegal in�ltration and other reasons leading
to Unnatural Demographic Change is a very big
challenge for the present and future of any
nation.” It is no wonder that the committee does
not have a single demographer to guide its work.
Its chairperson is a retired Supreme Court of
India judge; it has a retired IAS o�cer and a
retired IPS o�cer, the Census Commissioner and
an economist.

The in�ltration narrative expands
Using strong words about “in�ltrators”, the Prime
Minister had announced the need for such a
committee from the ramparts of Red Fort on
August 15, 2025. Indeed, this was the culmination
of years of building a mythology that
undocumented (Muslim) migrants from
Bangladesh are swamping the districts on the
border, spreading across the country and
in�uencing electoral outcomes. It was way back
in 2018 that Amit Shah, then Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) President, said that Bangladeshi
migrants were termites. The mythology about
hordes of immigrants has seeped into the
citizen’s consciousness and has served well the
electoral purposes of the BJP.

It has worked very well in Assam during a
couple of election cycles, and it was stunningly
e�ective in West Bengal during the recent
elections where the need to deal with
“in�ltration” was a central feature of the BJP
campaign. It is perhaps time now to make it a
nation-wide campaign aided by the
recommendations of the Demographic Change
Committee.

Given how the issue has been highlighted and
framed, we can have a fair idea of what the
recommendations of this committee will be. It is
still important to understand why this has little to
do with demographic challenges and is all about
moving to the next stage of the “Othering” of
India’s minorities, especially Muslims.

To begin with, what is the evidence of
large-scale undocumented immigration from
Bangladesh? It is revealing that the only kind of
o�cial evidence we have so far of “demographic
change” (i.e., immigration from Bangladesh

a�ecting population size and composition) are
observations by the Home Minister of large
increases in the population of a few of the border
districts. Highlighting such increases without
reference to domestic migration or di�erential
fertility behaviour among communities is not
proof of undocumented immigration. It is
instructive that studies that had been done by
o�cial agencies showing evidence of
demographic change in the border districts were
removed without explanation, according to a
report in this daily (“Government proposal in
2024 for a panel on ‘demographic challenges’
never took o�”, August 16, 2025). We can only
presume that they were deleted because they did
not stand scrutiny.

This is not about undocumented migration
For decades there has indeed been cross-border
migration between India and Bangladesh across
what is an integrated riverine ecology. But given
the economic transformation that has taken place
in Bangladesh in recent decades, it would be hard
to argue for economic distress driving large-scale
migration from Bangladesh to India. India’s
neighbour is no “basket case” as it was derisively
described decades ago. 

According to World Bank data, Bangladesh’s
per capita income (in nominal dollar terms) grew
faster than India during 2005-23 (10.4% versus
7.70% compound annual growth rate); it now has
roughly the same income as India’s. In
purchasing power parity terms, India’s growth is
slightly higher. Both countries presently have
roughly the same per capita income however
measured, and both now have the same levels of
human development, according to the UNDP’s
Human Development Index. But the change in
Bangladesh has been much faster. Why then
would there be migration to India of a scale that
there should be talk of being swamped? There
would certainly remain pockets of distress forcing
the poor to consider migrating to India and the
more skilled to West Asia. But we cannot �nd
economic evidence to suggest waves of
Bangladeshis being pushed by distress to migrate
to India, ending up a�ecting jobs and electoral
outcomes here.

Of course, all this is not about undocumented
migration. All this is really a code for the place of
Muslims in India and an acceleration of the social,
economic and political discrimination of this
community of Indian citizens that has taken place
over the past 12 years. And here the government
has given a more dangerous diktat to the
committee. Item (iv) reads “to analyse structural
population changes at the level of religious or
social communities, particularly where they
deviate from broader trends”. This in particular is
about the fertility behaviour of Muslims and
“where they deviate from broader trends”.

For a century now, the Hindutva campaign has

whipped up fears of Muslims overtaking Hindus
in population. 

This is now �rmly impregnated in the minds of
Hindus of all ages, classes, castes and regions. It is
to be found in everyday social conversations, on
social media of course, and it is expressed in less
than thinly veiled terms during electoral
campaigns.

When facts are ignored
It is tiresome to repeat the facts, but one has to,
even when confronted by a wall of disinformation
and prejudice. Yes, the share of Muslims in India’s
population has risen from 10% in 1951 to 14% in
2011, at the time of the last Census. Yes, in the
past, the Muslim community on a whole has
shown a higher fertility than the Hindus and
other religious denominations. This has been on
account of its poorer economic status, lower
education of women and perhaps even religious
beliefs. However, fertility among Muslim women
has begun falling rapidly, with the result that the
gap between Muslims and Hindus has narrowed
and will soon disappear. On the desired number
of children that women want to have, there is
now almost no di�erence between Hindus and
Muslims. So much for Muslims now having more
children than Hindus. And to repeat what is
well-known, the best example of why religion is
not the determinant of fertility behaviour: Muslim
women in Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Jammu and
Kashmir exhibit lower fertility than the Hindu
women of Bihar and Uttar Pradesh. Poverty and
education matter more. This is the deviation that
needs to be addressed, not fertility behaviour
according to religion.

To speak then about Muslim fertility “deviating
from broad trends”, as one of the ToRs of the
committee indicates, is to ignore the facts on the
ground and fall back on familiar tropes about the
behaviour of this minority, giving o�cial
validation of age-old misinformation.

We cannot escape from the realisation that this
committee is being asked to recommend steps to
target minorities under the cover of checking
undocumented migration. After all, we have
already become an inhumane society where,
according to reliable reports, government
agencies have �own Rohingya refugees from
Delhi to the Andamans and then pushed them
into the sea with life jackets. So when the
Demographic Change Committee is asked “to
recommend a streamlined and permanent
operational mechanism for the legal, fair, and
time-bound identi�cation, detention, and
deportation of illegal immigrants already residing
in the country”, there is a chilling similarity
between the language of this “permanent
operational mechanism” and the “Final Solution”
practised in 1940s Europe.

We should not say we have not been
forewarned.

A targeting in the name of demography

C. Rammanohar
Reddy

Writer based 

in Hyderabad

The
Demographic
Change
Committee may
become a
platform to
institutionalise
the targeting 
of minorities

W
ithin days of one another, o�cial
platforms of the Ministry of Mines cast
several northeastern States in a similar

frame — as repositories of strategic minerals and
untapped potential. Manipur was described as a
“quiet mineral frontier”, Arunachal Pradesh as a
“resource-rich frontier”, while Meghalaya and
Mizoram were portrayed through comparable
narratives that emphasised the hidden wealth
beneath their hills. Governments routinely
publicise natural resources and development
opportunities, and such descriptions would
ordinarily attract little attention. 

Taken together, however, they point to a
broader shift in the language through which the
northeast is increasingly being framed in the
national conversation and strategic picture.

The critical mineral push
The timing is signi�cant because critical minerals
have moved from geological discussions into
strategic ones. Lithium, cobalt, graphite, nickel
and rare earth elements increasingly shape
industrial competition, technological
manufacturing and energy transitions. Batteries,
semiconductors, renewable technologies and
defence systems depend upon them, and
countries have begun repositioning themselves
around access to these resources. India itself
continues to depend on imports for several
critical minerals and has consequently expanded
exploration e�orts. According to a Ministry of
Mines reply in Parliament, the Geological Survey
of India undertook 43 critical mineral exploration
projects across northeastern States during the
2022-23, 2023-24 and 2024-25 �eld seasons,
covering minerals such as graphite, vanadium,
lithium, rare earth elements, nickel and cobalt.
Exploration activity has expanded across
Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, Assam, Nagaland
and Manipur. In Manipur, projects involving
nickel, cobalt and chromium exploration have
recently been initiated.

Geological surveys have pointed toward
mineral potential across the region for years.

What appears to be changing is the language
through which that signi�cance is increasingly
being understood. The northeast has long held
strategic signi�cance that extends beyond
geology, but the framework through which that
signi�cance is understood now appears to be
widening.

Shift in language
For decades, the northeast has �gured in national
strategy largely through the language of borders
and security. Discussions have centred on
insurgencies, territorial management,
connectivity initiatives and geopolitics
considerations involving neighbouring countries,
while infrastructure and development were often
justi�ed as instruments of strategic access and
territorial security.

The language of resources is increasingly
entering a strategic space once dominated by
concerns over borders and security. Critical
minerals are now discussed alongside trade
corridors and geopolitical access, with territorial
and resource security converging. Places once
viewed mainly as sensitive border regions are
increasingly seen as strategic assets.

The repeated use of the word frontier is
revealing, because frontiers rarely function as
neutral descriptions. They do not merely
describe geography; they often re�ect how States
imagine it. Historically, frontiers have been
viewed as spaces awaiting integration,
development or extraction because they appear
as landscapes of future possibility.

The di�culty is that frontiers are rarely empty
spaces waiting to be discovered. The hills and
valleys of the northeast already contain dense
social and political worlds structured around
customary land systems, local institutions and
long-standing relationships with territory.
Questions of land often extend beyond
economics, as they are also tied to authority,
identity and memory. Resource extraction thus
enters landscapes that already possess
institutions and histories of their own.

These questions become particularly
signi�cant in regions where political uncertainties
continue to shape everyday life. In Manipur, years
of violence and displacement have intensi�ed
debates over land and territorial arrangements.
Similar concerns about ownership, ecological
vulnerability and local participation have
surfaced across the northeast at di�erent times.
Projects involving land often acquire meanings
that extend beyond development, as
communities interpret them through the lens of
trust, representation and political inclusion.

Resources and inclusion
India’s search for critical resources is
understandable within a global environment
increasingly shaped by supply-chain uncertainty
and strategic competition. The northeast itself
also requires infrastructure, employment and
economic opportunities that have remained
uneven for decades. Questions surrounding
resource development rarely �t neatly into
positions of support or opposition.

How quickly these transitions unfold and who
shapes them may matter as much as the
resources themselves. For a very long time,
national priorities and local realities in the
northeast often moved at di�erent speeds.
Connectivity projects sometimes arrived without
corresponding economic ecosystems, while
strategic considerations frequently overshadowed
questions surrounding participation and
representation. Resource development risks
reproducing similar tensions if extraction begins
moving faster than institutions capable of
managing its social consequences.

What is being debated extends beyond the
minerals beneath the hills. The northeast has
spent years being viewed �rst as a border to be
secured and then as a corridor to be connected. If
it now begins entering national imagination as a
landscape of strategic resources, the question is
whether this new frontier will �nally include the
people who already inhabit it, or merely assign
another purpose to the land beneath their feet.

From borderland to India’s strategic resource frontier
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Critical mineral
ambitions must
account for the
people, land and
history of
northeast India

The Hindu Huddle 2026

The 2026 edition of The
Hindu Huddle, in Bengaluru,
was an intellectually
enriching experience that
provided a remarkable
platform for delegates to
engage with an eclectic
range of subjects —
spanning the complexities
of domestic and geopolitics

Jammu and Kashmir can be
better served now than
under the erstwhile
dispensation with Art.370.

Ravi Mathur,
Noida, Uttar Pradesh

and Kashmir Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah
unabashedly bemoans the
abrogation of Article 370
while, in the same breath,
urging the Centre to accord
statehood to the newly
carved-out Union Territory.
He must reconcile himself
to the changed realities and
accept that the welfare of

discussions. The sessions
featuring the actors and the
mentalist were particularly
refreshing. I especially
enjoyed the discussion with
the diplomats from the EU
and Australia.
L. Gopinath,
Bengaluru

It is distressing that Jammu

commendable. One hopes
that such vibrant dialogue
continues to flourish in our
city.
Ram Kumar Viswanathan,
Bengaluru

The sessions were well
curated and o�ered an
engaging blend of
perspectives and

to the nuanced worlds of
cinema, art, and music. The
event was well-organised,
ensuring a seamless and
hassle-free experience for
all in attendance. It is rare
to find such a thoughtful
curation of topics under one
roof, and the depth of
insight provided by the
speakers was
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STATE OF PLAY

T
he elections to Urban
Local Bodies (ULBs) in
Andhra, likely to be

held towards the end of 2026
or in the �rst half of next year,
are set to pose an acid test for
the National Democratic Al-
liance (NDA) partners, as they
will have to navigate di�erenc-
es that may arise during the
process of seat-sharing.

While petitions are pending
before the courts questioning
the ongoing ward delimitation
process, the bigger challenge
before the NDA, and more
particularly Chief Minister and
Telugu Desam Party (TDP) na-
tional president N. Chandra-
babu Naidu, is the need to
quell dissidence and ensure
that the NDA emerges with �y-
ing colours in the elections.

There are over 120 urban
local bodies spread across the
175 Assembly constituencies
in the State, and winning them
gives political parties an edge
ahead of the Assembly elec-
tions. This, however, is not al-
ways the case. The YSR Con-
gress Party (YSRCP), which
swept the ULB elections last
time, could not capitalise on
its success in the 2024 general
elections due to a massive an-
ti-incumbency wave that re-
duced the party’s strength
from 151 Assembly seats in
2019 to just 11 in 2024.

Proportional sharing
As the number of wards are
set to increase in corporations
and municipalities, the num-
ber of leaders aspiring to con-
test in the ULB elections will
also rise across all parties;
there is bound to be competi-
tion among the ruling coali-
tion leaders of the TDP, the Ja-
na Sena Party ( JSP) and the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). 

The JSP, in particular, is
likely to seek a larger share of
corporator and councillor
seats, as well as the posts of
Mayors and Chairpersons. It
had contested just 21 Assemb-
ly and two Lok Sabha seats in
the 2024 elections, even
though there was a strong de-
mand from party leaders seek-
ing a larger share, considering
the prevailing political situa-
tion and the bargaining power
JSP chief K. Pawan Kalyan
wielded at the time. Mr. Ka-
lyan, however, had strongly
advocated the need for a unit-
ed �ght against the then in-
cumbent YSRCP government.
The JSP went on to record a
100% strike rate.

Therefore, this time
around, the party’s leaders
and cadre are hopeful that
they will receive their rightful
share in the local body elec-
tions in recognition of the par-
ty’s contributions to the coali-
tion’s victory. 

The BJP, on the other hand,
is keen to expand its grass-
roots presence in the State
and hopes to use representa-
tion in local bodies to streng-
then its organisational base.
Similarly, buoyed by the victo-
ry it secured in the elections
two years ago, TDP leaders
too are hoping to secure the
lion’s share of seats, con�dent
that local bodies generally fa-
vour the ruling party.

This competition among
leaders of the three parties for
seats could lead to internal
squabbles and even instances

of leaders working against the
spirit of coalition politics, the-
reby hurting the alliance’s
prospects and inadvertently
bene�ting the YSRCP. This is
where Mr. Naidu’s political ac-
umen will be put to the test, as
the arduous task of containing
dissidence and rallying the
three parties behind a com-
mon strategy will rest largely
on his shoulders.

Focus on local issues
Moreover, Mr. Naidu could be
wary of the possibility of the
YSRCP winning a signi�cant
number of corporations, mun-
icipalities, or even seats in key
local bodies such as the Grea-
ter Visakhapatnam Municipal
Corporation and the Vijayawa-
da Municipal Corporation.
Such victories could energise
the party’s cadre and leader-
ship, turning the results into a
launch pad for the Assembly
elections that are just three
years away.

The NDA will have to rely
on local issues rather than
solely banking on the govern-
ment’s much-publicised suc-
cess of the ‘Super Six’ welfare
schemes and its claims of de-
velopment through invest-
ments. With local issues such
as sanitation, sewerage sys-
tems, basic infrastructure and
grassroots development ex-
pected to play a crucial role,
the NDA will have to demon-
strate what it has done to im-
prove cities and towns over
the past two years vis-à-vis the
previous YSRCP regime.

The early completion of
elections and the formation of
new executive and administra-
tive bodies with elected public
representatives at the helm,
replacing the current Special
O�cer governance, would
pave the way for a faster and
more e�ective development of
the ULBs.

hareesh.p@thehindu.co.in

A united front for local body elections 
All three parties of the ruling coalition are likely to eye the lion’s share of seats

Hareesh. P
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New Delhi, June 7: Mango, the king of fruits, is
becoming a big money spinner for India.
According to preliminary o�cial estimates,
exports of mango, mango slices, juice, jams,
chutneys, and pickles will fetch the country
nearly Rs. 10 crores this year. The exchange
earnings through exports to Britain, Canada,
West Asia, the Persian Gulf Sheikhdom and
other countries in 1975-76 were nearly Rs. nine
crores.

India produces annually about nine million
tonnes of mango nearly 80 per cent of world’s
output. Of this Uttar Pradesh, the home of the
succulent “dusehri” and “langra” contributes
about 30 per cent (nearly 2.5 million tonnes).

Lucknow, the capital of Uttar Pradesh, has
been made famous by its sweet cream like
“Dusehri” which attracted the Mughal kings to
the abode of nawabs.

This variety is at its best and sweetest in the
latter half of June. This year the mango crop in
U.P. has been damaged by powdery mildew
which has also attacked some areas in Punjab,
Haryana and Delhi. The mango harvest in U.P.
this year will be two million tonnes but the loss
in northern India will be made up by the
bumper mango crop in South India.

FIFTY YEARS AGO JUNE 8, 1976

Mango big money spinner
for country

F R O M T H E A R C H I V E S

A demonstration of ethylene, an anaesthetic of
American discovery, was given recently by one
of the chief anaesthetists at the Manchester
Royal In�rmary with such success as to assure
its adoption in future in cases of a certain kind.

The drug represents a further step in the
search for the ideal anaesthetic, but is as yet
only supplementary to other methods of
anaesthesia. 

Its value lies particularly in its applicability to
cases not met by the ordinary forms of
anaesthesia, principally those in which the
patient is at one or the other extreme of life, or
in diabetic, consumptive, or other cases in
which the administration of the anaesthetics in
common use is attended by a certain amount of
poisoning of the system. The drug has the
advantage of giving immunity from certain
distressing after e�ects — “The Manchester
Guardian”.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JUNE 8, 1926

A new anaesthetic

A
s the nation advances
toward the vision of
Viksit Bharat 2047, the
question is not only

about how to treat disease, but
how one builds a health system
that is anticipatory, equitable, and
innovation-driven. At the heart of
this transformation lies a
reimagined approach to health,
one that connects data to
decisions and decisions to impact.

Building on the hard-earned
lessons of the COVID-19 pandemic,
the Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR), India’s apex
body for biomedical research, has
undertaken a series of
forward-looking reforms. These
reforms range from reimagining its
institutional architecture to
strengthening the way research is
funded and translated into impact.
This shift re�ects a deliberate
move towards integrated,
institute-led research aligned with
national priorities, where science
is designed not just to generate
knowledge, but to solve pressing
public health challenges. 

A strategic reorientation
A cornerstone of this
transformation is the restructuring
of the ICMR’s institutional
architecture. Recent reforms have
expanded the mandates of several
institutes, repositioning them as
interdisciplinary hubs rather than
narrowly de�ned entities. The
evolution of institutes toward
domains such as digital health and
data science, child health, and
women’s health re�ect the
changing contours of India’s
disease burden and technological
capabilities. Another important
step is the creation of a network of
regional National Institutes of
Health Research across the
country, from Dibrugarh in the
Northeast to Jodhpur in the west.
These institutes will conduct
operational research with State
and district health systems to
ensure that relevant research is
conducted and the output is used
on the ground. These changes
signal a strategic reorientation
toward future-ready science,

where AI, genomics, and real-time
data systems are integral to public
health decision-making. 

Equally important is the shift
from compartmentalised
functioning to a connected
national research ecosystem.
Institutes are now envisioned as
resource centres that contribute to
a shared national mission,
ensuring that evidence generated
in one setting informs action
across the country. This
systems-level thinking is critical in
an era where health challenges, be
it antimicrobial resistance,
pandemics, or non-communicable
diseases, are complex and
interconnected. Similarly, the
research funding ecosystem is also
going through a redesign. 

This integrated continuum
marks a decisive shift from
funding projects to enabling
solutions. It is further reinforced
by the National Health Research
Programme (NHRP), which has
identi�ed 13 priority areas ranging
from antimicrobial resistance and
tuberculosis to mental health,
nutrition, and emergency care. 

Technology, too, is playing a
transformative role. The
integration of AI into diagnostics,
surveillance, and program
implementation is helping bridge
longstanding gaps between urban
and rural healthcare. AI-enabled
tools for tuberculosis and diabetic
retinopathy screening are already
supporting frontline health
workers, while innovations such
as AI-driven nutritional
monitoring are improving
program delivery at scale. The
i-Drone initiative, which began
with vaccine delivery and has
expanded to transport critical
medical supplies, exempli�es how
cutting-edge technology can
overcome geographic barriers and
bring care closer to communities.
At the frontier of science,
advances across the medtech
gamut, from medical devices and
diagnostics to next-generation
vaccines and therapeutics, are
enabling more targeted,
patient-centric interventions. In
parallel, the integration of

traditional knowledge systems
through innovative,
evidence-based models is gaining
global recognition. Schemes such
as First in the World Challenge
complemented with platforms
such as MedTechMitra and the
Medical Innovations-Patent Mitra
initiative are accelerating the
journey from research to
commercialisation, ensuring that
publicly funded science translates
into a�ordable, accessible
technologies for the people. 

Towards universal access
The true measure of these
reforms, however, lies in their
impact on public health. Initiatives
such as the India Hypertension
Control Initiative have
demonstrated how
evidence-based strategies can
transform chronic disease
management at scale.
Mission-mode programmes in
emergency care, including mobile
stroke units and rapid cardiac
response systems, are rede�ning
outcomes in life-threatening
conditions. Expanded diagnostic
networks and indigenous
technologies are strengthening
early detection and treatment
across diseases ranging from
cancer to infectious outbreaks.
These e�orts are closely aligned
with the National Health Policy
2017, which emphasises
preventive and promotive
healthcare, universal access, and
quality of care. 

As we look to the future, the
vision is clear. The ICMR will
continue to serve as a catalyst,
bringing together researchers,
clinicians, policymakers, and the
industry to build a resilient health
ecosystem. The roadmap to 2047
will be shaped by advances in
digital health, bio-manufacturing,
and sustainable development,
with a strong emphasis on
capacity building and global
collaboration. The transformation
underway within the ICMR is an
invitation to all stakeholders to
participate in this journey and to
ensure that science serves society
in the most meaningful way.

How ICMR is rewiring the health ecosystem 

Rajiv Bahl

Secretary to Govt. of

India, Department of

Health Research,

Ministry of Health &

Family Welfare and

Director-General,

Indian Council of

Medical Research

The roadmap to
2047 will be
shaped by
advances in
digital health,
bio-
manufacturing,
and sustainable
development,
with a strong
emphasis on
capacity
building and
global
collaboration

T
he Indira Gandhi National
Old Age Pension Scheme
(IGNOAPS) — the Govern-

ment of India’s �agship cash assis-
tance scheme for the elderly under
its National Social Assistance Pro-
gramme (NSAP) — is in dire need of
a revamp as it remains frozen in
time, since 2007, both in terms of
the sum of ₹200 it o�ers per per-
son per month and the roughly 2.2
crore bene�ciaries it covers. The
States and Union Territories (UTs)
add their own contributions, rang-
ing from ₹150 to ₹2,000, on top of
the ₹200 o�ered by the Union go-
vernment for the 60-plus age
group or the ₹500 it o�ers for the
80-plus category.

Chart 1 shows how the Union
government’s contribution for this
centrally-sponsored scheme has
remained the same while the add-
on contributions by State govern-
ments have increased between
2012 and 2023. States such as Te-
langana and Andhra Pradesh con-
tribute the largest sums — of
around ₹2,000. Many others do
not bring as much to the table.
Chhattisgarh o�ers ₹150, taking
the total pension to ₹350, while
West Bengal o�ers a total of ₹250.
Goa and Manipur do not provide
any additional amount.

The call for increasing the quan-
tum of assistance, number of be-
ne�ciaries and linking the assis-
tance with in�ation, as it is done
for the payment of Dearness Allo-
wance to government employees,
has been made at least since 2013,
when the task force constituted by
the Ministry of Rural Development
(MoRD) �rst made such recom-
mendations. The latest o�cial re-
commendations came from the
Public Accounts Committee (PAC)
of the Lok Sabha in 2025 and the
report released in May 2026 based
on an independent evaluation of
the NSAP commissioned by MoRD.
The evaluation report said that the

real value of the assistance �xed at
₹200 has “signi�cantly eroded due
to in�ation, and that the amount
should be increased to ₹353 to re-
tain its original purchasing
power”.

An analysis by The Hindu based
on the changes in the Consumer
Food Price Index (CFPI) (base year
2012) at the all-India level showed
that since 2013, the value of ₹200
has eroded to just around ₹99.
This means that bene�ciaries can
buy only half the quantity of food
items they could earlier buy with
₹200. Conversely, they should be
receiving a minimum of around
₹400 to be able to a�ord even the
small quantity of items they could
buy with ₹200 in 2013 (Chart 2). 

Notably, the survey �ndings in
the latest report highlighted that
over 95% of the bene�ciaries cited
increase in prices as the main rea-
son for their demand to increase
the pension amount. More than
80% of them stated that the cur-
rent pension amount does not cov-
er their daily needs (Chart 5).

The task force’s report in 2013,
the PAC’s 2025 report and the re-
cent MoRD report have all recom-
mended an increase in coverage,
stating that the Union government
was relying on outdated BPL data
to �x ceilings on the number of be-
ne�ciaries. The MoRD report esti-
mated that the IGNOAPS bene�ci-
aries should be nearly 17 crore at
present and about 20 crore by
2030, which is 10-fold higher than
the present coverage of 2.2 crore
people. Chart 3 shows how the
number of bene�ciaries have re-
mained stagnant when compared
with the projected growth of the
elderly population. 

The report also surveyed 6,000
bene�ciaries across 600 Gram
Panchayats across 10 sample
States. In nine out of these 10
States, less than 10% of respon-
dents thought that the scheme was
“fully adequate”, with a majority
stating that it was only “somewhat
adequate” or not adequate at all
(Chart 4). 
With inputs from Pon Vasanth B. A.

India’s pension scheme lags in terms of coverage, contribution 
The Centre’s contribution to India’s �agship pension scheme has remained the same while the add-on contributions by State governments have increased 

Nitika Francis
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Persons injured in
violence that erupted
in Somalia’s capital 

55
One person was killed and 55

were injured in political

violence that erupted in

Somalia’s capital this week, according to a

government statement on Sunday.

President Hassan Sheikh Mohamud has

sparked a fresh political crisis by

announcing a one-year extension of his

term, which had been due to expire on

May 15. AFP

NEWS IN NUMBERS

Share of grassland lost
by Assam’s Manas
National park 

60
in per cent. Assam’s Manas

National Park & Tiger

Reserve rolled out the

State’s first grass nursery as it has lost

more than 60% of the park’s grasslands

over the past 35 years. The nursery has

been developed over an area of 7.5 bigha

with financial support from the State

Compensatory Afforestation Fund

Management and Planning Authority. PTI

Deaths linked to
unsafe use of
pesticides in Rajasthan

535
As many as 535 farmers

have died while using

pesticides in Rajasthan

between January 2024 and January 2026,

according to information provided in

response to a legislative assembly

question. The agriculture department said

that ₹5.10 crore in assistance was provided

to the families of deceased farmers under

the CM’s farmer welfare scheme. PTI

Amount invested by
Swiss �rms in the U.S.
after tari� deal

27
in $ billion. Swiss companies

invested $27 billion in the U.S.

between January and April, as

Switzerland moves to fulfil a pledge to

sharply increase investment following a

tariff agreement with Washington, NZZ am

Sonntag reported. The figure was

contained in an internal email from the

Swiss-American Chamber of Commerce to

its members, it said. REUTERS

Number of fatalities
reported during 
Char Dham Yatra

161
More than 31 lakh pilgrims

have visited Uttarakhand

since the Char Dham Yatra

began in April, while 161 fatalities have

been reported among the devotees during

the ongoing pilgrimage season, officials

said on Sunday. According to the latest

report, Kedarnath Dham recorded the

highest footfall with 11,05,676 pilgrims. PTI

COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

I
n February 1937, the President of
the United States of America,
Franklin D. Roosevelt, asked
Congress to enlarge the nine-judge

Supreme Court. He sought a new justice
for each one past 70 who refused to
retire, up to 15 in all. The Senate Judiciary
Committee saw through it. It preferred
“an independent Court, a fearless Court,”
to one that bent “out of fear or sense of
obligation to the appointing power.” The
Senate refused, with 70 members voting
against and 20 in favour, and the plan was
dead. 

In Delhi last week, �ve judges took the
oath; three occupy chairs, that no statute
has created. They sit because the
President, by Ordinance, lifted the
sanctioned strength from 34 to 38.

Ordinance-made seats
The �ve are �t for o�ce: four sat as Chief
Justices of High Courts, the �fth came
from the bar. Their elevation is not the
grievance; the manner of it is. The
Ordinance was promulgated on May 16,
when the Court sat at 32 against a
sanctioned 34. Two lawful vacancies
existed; two of Tuesday’s appointments
�lled them. The other three rest on the
Ordinance alone. 

Article 124(1) leaves the number of
judges to what Parliament may prescribe.
An Article 123 Ordinance carries, for its
life, the force of an Act. Independence of
the judiciary is a basic feature of the
Constitution. It is also about whether the
court holds its seats free of obligation to
the political branch. A court that owes
three chairs to a six-week renewable
Ordinance holds them at the executive’s
su�erance.

A test of principle
In 2015, a Constitution Bench decided
Supreme Court Advocates-on-Record
Association vs Union of India. It struck
down the 99th Amendment and the
National Judicial Appointments
Commission. Parliament had passed it
367 to nil in the Lok Sabha, with the
States ratifying. The commission was to
have six members: the Chief Justice, the
two senior-most judges after him, the
Union Law Minister, and two eminent
persons. The eminent persons were to be
chosen by a panel of the Prime Minister,
the Chief Justice, and the Leader of the
Opposition. That composition was meant
to keep the choice neutral. Yet the Act
provided that any two members could
veto a name. The court feared that the
Law Minister and even one eminent
person could thus block a candidate the
judges favoured. It held that this
destroyed the judiciary’s primacy in its
own appointments. 

Yet the Supreme Court Collegium has
accepted an Ordinance that seats three of
its own, despite the uncertainty over its
fate. Under Article 123, the President may
withdraw an Ordinance at any time. Both
Houses may disapprove it by resolution.
Otherwise, it ceases to operate six weeks
after Parliament reassembles. 

The court itself taught the country to
distrust the Ordinance. In D.C. Wadhwa vs
State of Bihar (1986), it called governance
by repromulgated ordinance a fraud on
the Constitution. In Krishna Kumar Singh
vs State of Bihar (2017), a seven-judge
Bench ruled against using
ordinance-making power as a parallel
source of legislation. 

If the Bill replaces the Ordinance, the

anomaly closes. If not, the apex court’s
strength reverts to 34, and the executive
cannot bridge the gap by repromulgation,
the fraud Wadhwa condemned. Whether
a judge appointed to an
Ordinance-created post can be removed
once that post lapses is untested. Their
judgments hold under the de facto
doctrine, a�rmed in Gokaraju Rangaraju
vs State of Andhra Pradesh (1981). The
subtler harm is to appearance: in any
matter touching the Union, the
government whose majority must
regularise their seats may appear before
them. A judge whose tenure lies, even
loosely, in one party’s gift cannot wear
the detachment the o�ce demands. 

The calculated risk
The court sits at 37; the 38th and last
sanctioned post is empty, the calendar
suggests why. Justice Pankaj Mithal retires
on June 16 and Justice J.K. Maheshwari on
June 28. Their retirements reopen two
lawful seats, into which two of the three
Ordinance judges move. A judge in the
38th post would be the junior-most. Its
occupant would reach a lawful seat only
at Justice Satish Chandra Sharma’s
retirement on November 29, months after
the Ordinance expires. Leaving it empty
spares the court a judge stranded that
long. 

That leaves Justice V. Mohana, alone of
the �ve from the bar and so junior-most,

on an Ordinance post. She can reach a
lawful seat only when Justice Sanjay Karol
retires on August 22. Here, the Collegium
seems to have taken a calculated risk.
Justice Karol’s retirement all but coincides
with the Ordinance’s likely lapse, six
weeks into the monsoon session. The
replacing law should thus arrive �rst, and
even a short delay is caught by his
vacancy, which absorbs her. Her position
turns precarious only if the Ordinance is
rejected or lapses before August 22. Then
the strength reverts to 34, the court still
sits at 35, and she holds a post that the
law no longer recognises. That a judge of
the highest court should depend on
which reading prevails, and on when
Parliament meets, is the disquiet. 

Larger question
The wager will likely be won; the
government has the numbers, and the
Opposition will not unsettle freshly sworn
judges. But that is not the point. The
court has staked its independence and its
judges’ security of tenure on the goodwill
of the executive and Parliament. 

The U.S. Senate’s warning of 1937 was
against a court bound by obligation to the
appointing power. The graver danger is a
court that no longer notices the
obligation. Independence of the judiciary
is not only the right to say no to the
executive. It is the instinct to want to. 
(V. Venkatesan is Contributing Editor at
Supreme Court Observer. Views expressed
are personal)

The Ordinance question before the SC
The Collegium’s acceptance of an Ordinance that creates four additional judges’ posts raises questions about judicial independence, security of tenure and the

appearance of detachment from the executive; court has taken a calculated risk by staking its independence on the goodwill of the government and Parliament

GETTY IMAGES

V. Venkatesan
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�

Five judges were sworn in to
the Supreme Court after the
sanctioned strength was raised
from 34 to 38 through a
Presidential Ordinance; while
two appointments filled
existing vacancies, three were
made to newly created posts.

�

The Supreme Court has
previously held in cases such
as D.C. Wadhwa vs State of
Bihar and Krishna Kumar
Singh vs State of Bihar that
ordinance-making power
cannot become a parallel
source of legislation and that
repeated promulgation of
ordinances is unconstitutional.

�

If Parliament does not replace
the Ordinance with a law, the
court’s sanctioned strength
would revert to 34, raising
unresolved questions about
the status of judges appointed
to Ordinance-created posts
and the legal implications of
such appointments.

Follow us facebook.com/thehindu X.com/the_hindu instagram.com/the_hindu

CJI Surya Kant administers the oath of o�ice to Justice V. Mohana as a judge of the Supreme Court, in

New Delhi on June 2. She is only the second woman to be elevated directly from the Bar to the court. PTI

The �ve are �t for o�ce: four sat
as Chief Justices of High Courts,
the �fth came from the bar

Delhi � www.thehindu.com � Monday, June 8, 2026

10

Text&Context
0 

e2145468

e2145468



A ND-NDECM
YK

For feedback and suggestions for 
Text & Context, please write to

letters@thehindu.co.in

with the subject ‘Text & Context’

X

QUESTION 1 

Why was June 8 specifically chosen for
World Oceans Day and when was it
first observed o�icially?
X

QUESTION 2 

Oceans cover about 70% percent of
the Earth. According to the
International Hydrographic
Organization, how many oceans are
o�icially recognised and which is the
smallest?
X

QUESTION 3 

Which distinct characteristic of oceans
is because of mineral runo� from land
and hydrothermal activity on the
seafloor?
X

QUESTION 4 

If the average global temperature rises

by 1.5°C, the estimated loss of
which remarkable biodiverse
natural feature is 70 to 90%?
X

QUESTION 5 

In one of the biggest
environmental disasters, the Aral
Sea dramatically shrank because
of massive water diversion
projects in the 1960s on two
major rivers. Name the rivers.
X

QUESTION 6 

What is a ‘seamount’?
X

QUESTION 7 

What body of water separates
Madagascar from the African
continent?
X

QUESTION 8 

Which ‘colourful’ sea’s name is a
direct translation of its ancient
Greek name Erythra Thalassa?

Questions and Answers to the previous day’s

daily quiz: 1. What was the name of the World
Cup before it was changed to the FIFA World Cup
Trophy since 1974? Ans: Jules Rimet trophy

2. Who scored the first-ever goal in World Cup
Football history? Ans: Lucien Laurent of

France 

3. Which country has taken part in all 22 editions
of the Football World Cup held so far? Ans:

Brazil 

4. Which country has the dubious distinction of
having played the World Cup final the most times
yet still to win it on a single occasion? Ans:

Netherlands (3) – 1974, 1978 & 2010 

5. Which country has reached the semi-finals the
most times in World Cup history? Ans: Germany

(12 times – played as West Germany before

unification) 

Visual: Identify this player who holds a unique
record in World Cup history of having played in
three consecutive finals? Ans: Cafu, Brazil

(1994-2002) 

Early Birds: Prem Raj P. | Sadhan Panda | Prem
Nath Tiwari | Keshav Raturi | Pulkit Sathe

THE DAILY QUIZ

A quiz to test your knowledge of oceans on World Oceans Day

X

Visual Question: 

Name this member of the deepest-living fish family that have
been recorded in trenches of over 8000m.

Please send in your answers to 

dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

V.V. Ramanan

What is the meaning of
‘wunderkind’? How is the word
pronounced? (Sandeep Reddy,
Ongole)
‘Wunderkind’ has been borrowed from
German, and it consists of two words –
‘wunder’ and ‘kind’. The �rst word,
‘wunder’, consists of two syllables; the
vowel in the �rst, sounds like the ‘u’ in
‘full’, ‘pull’ and ‘bull’, while the following
‘e’ is pronounced like the ‘a’ in ‘china’.
The ‘i’ in ‘kind’ sounds like the ‘i’ in ‘kid’,
‘bid’ and ‘hid’. The word is usually
pronounced ‘WUN-de-kind’, with the
stress on the �rst syllable. It is also
possible to pronounce the ‘w’ like the ‘v’
in ‘vet’, ‘vase’ and ‘village’.

In German, ‘wunder’ means ‘wonder’
and ‘kind’ means ‘child’; the term literally
means ‘wonder child’. In English, the
word is frequently used to refer to a very
young individual who has achieved
tremendous success in his chosen �eld.
Another term for such a person is ‘child
prodigy’. During the recently concluded
IPL tournament, commentators were
waxing lyrical over the batting exploits of
the teenager, Vaibhav Sooryavanshi. In
the past two years, he has demonstrated
that he is highly skilled with the bat. Many
experts of the game believe that he is a
‘wunderkind’. The term can be used with
anyone young who excels in any �eld –
not just sports.

Neither of his parents are interested in
music. So, they are surprised that he is
frequently referred to as a musical
wunderkind.

The wunderkind had published �ve
successful novels by the time he turned 20.

What is the meaning and origin of ‘the
die is cast’? ( J Arun, Kanchipuram)
The ‘die’ in the idiom has nothing to do
with death. When we play board games
like Snakes and Ladders and Monopoly,
we roll the dice to determine how many
squares we can move. When you are
referring to two or more of the cubes,
then you say ‘dice’; if you are making use
of only one cube to play the game, then
you refer to it as ‘die’. In other words,
‘die’ is the singular form of ‘dice’. When
you say that the ‘die is cast’, what you are
suggesting is that you have made certain
decisions that cannot be reversed or
changed; the chain of events are no
longer under your control. There is no
turning back. When the die leaves your
hand, your fate has already been
determined; you have no control over the
number that the die will land on.

The moment he accepted the bribe, the
die was cast. He could never go back to
leading the life of an honest man.

The die was cast when Joseph started
making fun of her father. She called o� the
engagement the very same day.

According to scholars, when Julius
Caesar crossed the Rubicon in 49 BC to
invade Rome, he is supposed to have said,
‘Alea iacta est’, meaning ‘the die is
cast/thrown’. In other words, by crossing
the river, Caesar was declaring war
against Pompey and the Roman Republic
— the decision he was taking was
irreversible. The civil war that resulted,
lasted over four years; and the rest, as
they say, is history. The translation of this
Latin idiom became part of the English
language only in the 16th century.
upendrankye@gmail.com

The teenager
is being called
a wunderkind

The die was cast the moment he

accepted the bribe

S. Upendran

KNOW YOUR ENGLISH

The story so far: 

I
n May, a number of Instagram users
were locked out of their accounts
by hackers. Many of the a�ected
users took to other social media

platforms like Reddit and X (formerly
Twitter) to post their complaints. Screen
recordings later circulated online
suggested that their Instagram accounts
were hacked with the help of Meta’s own
AI support chatbot. Adding to the users’
worries was the lack of transparency from
Meta’s side about the security lapse,
fuelling fears of an AI-enabled hack.

How were users’ Instagram accounts
hacked?
Meta rolled out its AI support assistant
chatbot on Facebook and Instagram in
March. The feature is di�erent from the
company’s better known Meta AI. The AI
support assistant can take action for users
when it comes to requests such as
reporting content, understanding content
takedowns, managing privacy settings,
resetting passwords, and updating pro�le
settings.

Several widely-circulated recordings
and images of the hack revealed hackers
purportedly instructing the Meta AI
support assistant to use an email ID that
was di�erent from the one associated
with users’ Instagram accounts. After the
switch was made, hackers were able to

access the veri�cation code sent to the
new email ID. They used this to reset the
account password and hijack the user’s
Instagram account.

Many a�ected users claimed they were
logged out of their accounts and that
trying to contact Meta for help led them
to another AI chatbot. Some noted they
had been unfairly penalised after being
hacked.

Multiple high-pro�le accounts were
also hacked around this time period, such
as the White House Instagram account of
former U.S. President Barack Obama
(@obamawhitehouse), which last posted
in 2017. At the time of writing this story,
Meta did not con�rm whether this
speci�c security breach is linked to
hackers who used the Meta AI support
chatbot.

According to TechCrunch, the attacks
on users’ accounts continued even after
Meta addressed the issue.

What was Meta’s response?
While the company did not issue a formal
statement about the hack, Meta
spokesperson Andy Stone replied to users
on the X platform about the cyber-attack.
“This issue has been resolved and we are
securing impacted accounts,” Mr. Stone
told one user, without o�ering further
con�rmation or denial.

Mr. Stone told another X user that
Instagram was trying to restore access to
a�ected individuals, which meant that

some users could see password reset
noti�cations or security question
veri�cation while logging in. This, in turn,
triggered alarm and suspicion amongst
some users who worried they were being
targeted by additional phishing attacks.

The Hindu reached out to Meta
multiple times in order to clarify the
details of the exploit and learn how many
users were a�ected, but did not receive
an o�cial response.

Are such AI-enabled attacks
common?
While malicious actors have adopted
Generative AI and agentic AI technologies
to launch phishing attacks or social
engineering attacks at scale, Meta’s case is
unique. Here, the shared evidence points
to the company’s own AI customer
support chatbot helping hackers commit
cyber crimes. Unlike other cyber-attacks
that use third-party AI tools, this incident
breaks the trust that a customer places in
a company’s supposedly vetted AI
chatbot.

Satnam Narang, Senior Sta� Research
Engineer at the cybersecurity company
Tenable, said that the Meta incident was
“one of the most consequential abuses of
AI chatbots” seen thus far. He warned that
as companies begin using AI to power
their chatbots, more such incidents can
be expected.

“The incident with Meta was believed
to have been addressed, but persistent

attackers still found ways to continue to
leverage the chatbots for nefarious
purposes. It is believed that this incident
is now resolved, but once Pandora’s box
is opened, we can expect attackers to
start hunting for and probing other
chatbots for potential exploitation,” said
Mr. Narang.

He added that most everyday internet
users did not have to worry about their
accounts, observing that many hacked
targets were those with high-demand
Instagram usernames, or accounts
belonging to high-pro�le users.

“The downstream e�ects are more
likely to a�ect users if an account is
hijacked, and it is used to conduct
follow-on attacks, whether it’s phishing or
�nancial-fraud related, that is where most
everyday internet users may be
impacted,” explained Mr. Narang.

As experts have stressed in the past,
multiple layers of security — two-factor
authentication (2FA) and multi-factor
authentication (MFA) — help to safeguard
accounts. 

This is especially crucial for celebrities,
business users, o�cial bodies,
in�uencers, or those working in sensitive
�elds who might end up losing their
reputation and livelihood due to hacks.

But after an unprecedented AI-enabled
hack impacting one of the world’s most
valuable tech companies, Instagram users
want to see Meta taking responsibility
with more than just a few tweets.

Did Meta’s own AI support bot help hack
Instagram accounts? 
Hackers allegedly used Meta’s AI support assistant to change account details and hijack Instagram pro�les; the incident has raised concerns about

AI-enabled cyber-attacks and the security of customer support chatbots

CACHE

Meta rolled out its AI support assistant chatbot on Facebook and Instagram in March. REUTERS 

Sahana Venugopal
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T
he recently released sixth edition of the
National Family Health Survey, which
covered 6.79 lakh households across 715

districts between May 2023 and December 2024,
points to improvements in health metrics at an
all-India level, even as detailed data on some
indicators is awaited. The latest fact sheet has 101
indicators, against 131 in NFHS-5 (2019-21). Over 10
new metrics find a place in the fact sheet of NFHS-6,
while about 40 have not been included in it. 

The Survey’s focus on new indicators,
such as those pertaining to financial
inclusion, vaccination coverage, share of
elderly population is well thought-out. The
achievements in the post-Covid period are
notable. Institutional deliveries are up from
88.6 per cent in NFHS-5 to 90.6 per cent.
Maternal health, child immunisation and
nutrition have looked up. Stunting, wasting
and underweight prevalence among children
has fallen. Breastfeeding of infants, as well as
complementary foods for them, has also
improved. Health infrastructure as well as
nutritional schemes have done their bit. On
the flip side, there has been an increase in
C-section deliveries, from 21.5 per cent to
27.2 per cent. There is a nutritional paradox
at work, with the share of both the
overweight and underweight increasing in
both sexes. The Survey’s focus on
hypertension and diabetes is a valid one.

However, the di�erences between the fact
sheets of NFHS-5 and 6 have become a
subject of debate, and the Centre has issued a
timely explanation. The omissions in the
latest fact sheet can be put into three
categories. First, omission of the parameter
at the questionnaire stage itself, such as in
anaemia and disability. The capillary testing
method (finger pricking) is believed to
distort anaemia readings, as a result of which
NFHS 6 dropped tracking it. The ICMR will
conduct a separate survey with venous blood
sampling, the Centre has said. The second lot
of omissions comprises parameters “tracked
through specialised surveys and
administrative platforms...making the
duplication within Fact Sheets unnecessary.”
These include clean cooking fuel coverage,
sanitation, statistics relating to mortality
and birth registration. These are expected to
be covered by Sample Registration System,
Civil Registration System and the Census.
Third, “several indicators” such as those
related to family planning, child health
interventions, women’s health and HIV will
be presented in a more detailed report later.
This should be brought out soon, as a year
and half has gone by since the conclusion of
the survey.

Notwithstanding the ‘duplication’
(multiple sources will enhance verification),
a 360-degree overview of indicators should
be placed in the public domain. It will also
translate into better policy formulation, and
assessment of existing schemes on
sanitation and fuel use. Raw, unit data should
be made available to researchers, as in the
past, to provide critical insights. That said,
the Centre’s assurance on data robustness is
to be welcomed.

Healthy data
NFHS-6 shows better health indices; more data awaited
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Humour or marketing?
Acknowledging your partner Jensen
Huang style. During his GTC Taipei
keynote, the Nvidia founder opened
with a giant slide displaying almost
150 partner logos, as he
acknowledged the companies that

help build the chip giant’s AI
infrastructure.
Huang announced that he wanted to
thank every partner individually and
proceeded to walk across the stage,
stopping to pose for photographs
with each logo. 
As the exercise stretched on from
one partner to next, the audience
started to erupt in laughter, as the
sheer size and reach of the world’s
most valuable company became
apparent.
Better late than never
When the stock exchanges are
executing orders in nano-seconds
and trade cycles are being attempted
at T+0, an administrative warning
letter dated May 25 by the capital
market regulator SEBI to ICICI

Prudential AMC was received
through email on June 2 and the
disclosure was made on June 3. 
Though there was no major breach,
people are wondering whether there
was a slip between the cup and the
lip.
Wheels of virtue
Austerity can be a demanding virtue.
Especially when there are cameras
around.
This week, Delhi's favourite visual
was ministerial car-pooling. With the
Prime Minister urging curbs in
government expenditure, several
Union Ministers duly arrived for the
Cabinet meeting in shared vehicles,
producing exactly the sort of images
that communications teams dream
about and television channels

happily replay.
The moment, however, proved
short-lived. Ahead of a conference
the following day, organisers hosting
a senior Union Minister reportedly
received a request that no
photographs or videos be taken
during the Minister’s arrival or
departure. 
Cameras would be welcome, but only
once the guest of honour was safely
inside.
The instruction may well have been
routine. Yet its arrival so soon after
the public celebration of shared
transport has given Delhi's
professional eyebrow-raisers plenty
to chew on. The obvious question,
whispered rather than spoken aloud,
was: what exactly was not meant to

be photographed?
After all, if the arrival was entirely
unremarkable, why the concern
about who might be watching the
driveway? In the Capital, where
optics often enjoy a longer shelf life
than explanations, the request has
generated more curiosity than the
event itself. Some journeys, it seems,
are meant for the cameras; and some
are best left out of the frame.
Unperturbed
The Sangh Parivar didn't seem
perturbed over the happenings in
Tamil Nadu's BJP. A little bird said it
took over 90 years for the parivar to
ascend to power in Delhi. 
“Probably, we will get another one
better than Annamalai?” the little
bird said. Our Bureaus

BELOW THE LINE 

Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang
REUTERS

T
he NITI Aayog has published two
editions of its Fiscal Health
Index (FHI) using audited

Comptroller and Auditor General
(CAG) data for the financial year
2022-23 in January 2025 and the
financial year 2023-24 in March 2026, to
examine and benchmark the fiscal
performance of states in India,
especially that of 18 major general
category states. 

A comparative analysis of the FHI for
2022-23 and 2023-24 shows
discrepancies in State-level fiscal
performance. Odisha successfully
maintained its achiever position by
increasing its score from 67.8 to 73.1
across two years. Goa also moderately
improved from 53.6 to 54.7, and Haryana
has made a noticeable rise from 29.3 to
32.9, moving from the aspirational to
performer tier.

On the other hand, Bihar has
marginally improved from 36.1 to 36.2.
Meanwhile, Jharkhand improved its
position despite a moderate decrease,
with its score dropping from 55.2 to
44.3, causing a downgrade from achiever
to front runner. 

Similarly, Karnataka's score dropped
from 46.2 to 20.2, and Telangana's from
47.9 to 44.3, both got downgraded to the
performer tier. 

Tamil Nadu has faced a major drop
from 39.5 to 32.1, moving from
performer to aspirational tier, while
Kerala's score also declined from 28.9 to
27.3, remaining in the bottom
aspirational category. 

The comparison shows a broadening

‘Southern Fiscal Paradox’, where States
with traditionally high social spending
seem to be disadvantaged, whereas
fiscally restrained States get
comparatively higher rankings in the
index. The fundamental question that
arises is whether the FHI, in its current
form, is a true measure of fiscal health or
an index of fiscal restraint that rewards
States for cutting expenditure and
borrowing less.

GSDP DENOMINATOR TRAP

One of the core issues in the index is the
use of Gross State Domestic Product
(GSDP) as a denominator across various
sub-indicators like Capital
Outlay/GSDP, Gross Fiscal
Deficit/GSDP, and Outstanding
Liabilities/ GSDP. 

When States’ GSDP increases rapidly,
as seen in the case of mineral-rich
Odisha, the GSDP-normalized ratios
would automatically improve even when
absolute fiscal performance remains the
same. On the contrary, a State that
increases its capital expenditure (capex)
but experiences slow GSDP growth is
simultaneously penalised. 

This procyclicality structurally
benefits resource-rich States and
punishes the States whose development
has been built on human capital and
services rather than natural resources.

A similar discrepancy is evident in the
measurement of revenue mobilization.
Both sub-indicators, namely State Own
Revenue/GSDP and State Own
Revenue/Total Expenditure, merge
institutionally earned tax revenue with
geographically endowed non-tax
revenues like mining royalties in Odisha,
and mineral or resource-linked PSU
dividends in Chhattisgarh. 

No State can manufacture these

mineral deposits, nor can these
geographical advantages enjoyed by
these States be replicated through
policy. Thus, mineral-rich States
consistently top the revenue
mobilization rankings not due to their
superior tax administration or fiscal
e�ort, but rather due to geological
advantages. To obtain a much more
credible picture of true fiscal
self-reliance, it is preferable to
di�erentiate own-tax revenue from own
non-tax revenue and to introduce an
indicator of tax buoyancy.

The comparative analysis of all 18
major general category States in the FHI
based on composite score change, rank
movement, and tier transition across
both editions has revealed that five
States, Haryana, Bihar, Goa, Jharkhand,
and Maharashtra improved, seven States
Odisha, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan, West Bengal, Andhra
Pradesh, and Kerala remained stable,
and six States Chhattisgarh, Karnataka,
Telangana, Tamil Nadu, Gujarat, and
Punjab deteriorated. 

As Tamil Nadu got degraded from the
performer tier to the aspirational tier in

FHI 2026, both Kerala and Tamil Nadu,
which were regarded as India’s
undisputed leaders in literacy, life
expectancy, and composite human
development outcomes, now occupy the
bottom-most position in the index. On
the other hand, Odisha, Goa, and
Jharkhand, which ranked poorly on the
human development outcomes, have
occupied the top positions in fiscal
health. 

This is not a mere coincidence; it is
structurally produced. High-developed
States bear high committed expenditure
as the fiscal legacy of their social
investment over decades. They often
receive proportionately lower Central
devolution despite contributing more to
the national GDP. 

The FHI penalises all of this, and it
rewards States that maintain fiscal
surpluses while their citizens lack access
to the quality public services they
deserve. 

Thus, States that are fiscally healthy
but poor in human development
outcomes must be encouraged, in order
to spend more on social development,
not celebrated for fiscal restraint.

The Fiscal Health Index is a good
indicator, and its methodological
consistency is a true strength. But its
present form requires modifications.
Measuring fiscal health only based on
fiscal indicators mislead States’
performance in development. Therefore
it should be linked to States’
socio-economic development than mere
performance in fiscal indicators. 

States must be nudged to spend more
on their social development. 

Sumalatha is Assistant Professor, Gulati Institute of
Finance and Taxation, Thiruvananthapuram; Thomas
and Niranjana are students of economics
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matters

Developed States that historically have high social spending are unfairly ranked lower on the fiscal health charts
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Big tech and far right are allied in an outrage arms race
To learn of the last minutes of Henry Nowak’s life would be shocking and
distressing under any circumstances. The stabbed teenager begged
o�cers for help, as they handcu�ed him before realising their mistake. To
watch those final moments, on the police body-cam footage released this
week, is all the more immediate, and unbearable. The outrage is widely
shared. But the way it has been weaponised is alarming. His family’s wish
is for his legacy to be a renewed e�ort to reduce knife crime, not
increased antagonism along racial and religious lines. Instead, the
unscrupulous are using the power of the footage and the speed of social
media to spread myths about “two-tier policing” and turn trauma into
political mobilisation. LONDON, JUNE 5

OTHER VOICES. 

Deepen Ties by Working Together against Climate Change
International discussions on how to halt the deterioration of the marine
environment caused by global warming and marine pollution due to plastic
waste remain at a standstill. However, tackling such environmental problems is
an urgent issue for small island nations. As a fellow maritime country, Japan
must take the lead in e�orts to resolve various ocean-related challenges.
Aiming to raise international awareness, the first Island States Ocean Summit
was held in Tokyo to discuss issues faced by island nations. The conference
was hosted by the Nippon Foundation, which works to address social issues, in
cooperation with the Foreign Ministry and UNESCO. Among the 300 attendees
were leaders and government o�cials from 35 countries. TOKYO, JUNE 7

T
here comes a time in the life
of governments, especially
the long running ones, when
after a great run they
suddenly appear helpless,

incompetent, bumbling. As they say in
America, they appear to be on the skids
which means sliding down in an
uncontrollable way.

We must now seriously confront this
problem in respect of the 12-year-old
Modi government. Its troubles started
last summer when Donald Trump,
peeved that India would not give him
any credit whatsoever for ending that
three- day war with Pakistan, suddenly
turned on India.

He grew closer to Pakistan and
increased tari�s from India to ridiculous
levels. All this happened so
unexpectedly that the government was
caught completely unawares.

Then came the American-Israeli war
with Iran this year and the sharp drop in
oil and gas supplies from the Middle
East. Again the government was caught
o� guard.

And since January, the sustained
withdrawal of foreign investment in the
stock market has amounted to about $25
billion. 

The rupee has depreciated by over 10
per cent against the dollar over a year
and the RBI has been struggling to keep
volatility down. It’s like what happened
in 1990 and 2013. The government has
been forced to fiddle with the rules that
determine the rate of return on foreign
investment. It is, not to put too fine a
point on it, a climb down.

At the same time the monsoon looks
like it won’t be normal. There’s also an
El Niño building up. There’s a shortage
of fertilizer, and fuel for everything.
Overall, there’s a strong possibility of a
sharp increase in inflation.

PREFERENCES CHANGE

Well, you might say, quite correctly, that
these things happen. They are
happening all over the world, thanks to
Donald Trump and that India is not an
exception.

The problem, however, is the length of
time this government has been running

the country continuously. Hence the
question: are we reaching the stage
when people say please go, anyone other
than you would be preferable? It has
happened very recently to the DMK and
the TMC.

Most people would say no, the Modi
government is nowhere near that point.
But it’s still early days. The resentment
that turns into massive anti-incumbency
takes time to marinate.

This fate has befallen such
governments in the past and it can
overwhelm the Modi government also

unless it handles it all with sensitivity. 
In this regard we also have to bear in

mind AAP and TVK. Newcomers can
cause massive upsets when the
electorate is already fed up.

Indeed, even without such a
phenomenon in 1964, no one would
have thought that, in 1967, the Congress
would lose more than two thirds of the
State legislatures.

In 2011, no one thought that the
Congress would be down to just 44 seats
in Parliament. But both happened.

It’s not just the parties. Even leaders
of immense popularity and stature come
a-cropper when they annoy enough
people. 

Indira Gandhi was one such. Rajiv
Gandhi was another. From hero to zero
is not all that uncommon.

VOTER BOREDOM

The BJP therefore needs to ask itself if
this could happen to it. It has a solid base
comprising about 220-230 seats. Those
are pretty much guaranteed.

In this Parliament it has just 240 seats
and is already in a small coalition. If it

drops another 25, which is not at all
inconceivable, it will have to form a
much larger coalition.

Can this happen? It’s easy to convince
yourself that because there is no
Opposition and because when push
comes to shove you can dribble your way
to the goal, you are safe. 

Many people think, quite wrongly,
that SIR and delimitation are exactly
this. But those are lawfully mandated
exercises, not political tactics of
disenfranchisement that may
occasionally happen.

But when the voters are either bored
with you or angry, they will not heed you
at all, and you can dribble as much as you
want. 

The mood then becomes “let’s give
someone else a chance”. I think there’s a
very high probability of this now. After
12 years in power the Modi government
is looking jaded.

It reminds me of a Cabinet Minister in
2013 who told me and a colleague that
they were tired now and that time had
come to sit on the verandah and watch
the river flow by.

The Trump tariffs, the
Iran war-led energy
supply disruption, the bleak
monsoon forecast — all
point towards rising
inflation and economic pain
ahead. This could lead to
voters to look for
alternative options

TCA SRINIVASA RAGHAVAN

LINE&
LENGTH. The dilemmas

of Modi govt

The 12-year-old Modi government is
looking jaded. Will voter boredom lead to a
change in government in the next elections? 
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