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The second issue

A more expansive reading of the
surrogacy law can help more couples

T he Supreme Court’s recent observations

about the legality of going in for surroga-

cy for the second child has raised the fun-
damental issue of what a law is meant to regulate.
In a petition in the Court, a couple facing secon-
dary infertility sought to use surrogacy, as under
the Surrogacy Act, surrogacy cannot be resorted
to for the second child. Their advocate argued
that the state cannot interfere in the private lives
and reproductive choices of citizens. Secondary
infertility is when a couple is unable to conceive,
or carry a pregnancy to term, though they have
previously birthed children naturally. The causes
are similar to primary infertility — Polycystic Ov-
ary Syndrome, endometriosis, and lifestyle fac-
tors. The petitioners sought an exemption to
have a second child through surrogacy, submit-
ting that the definition of ‘infertility’ in the con-
text of surrogacy, both in the ART and the Surro-
gacy Acts, was not restricted to only primary
infertility. Under Section 4(ii)(C)II) of India’s
Surrogacy (Regulation) Act, 2021, a couple is elig-
ible for surrogacy only if they do not have any
surviving child (biological, adopted, or through
surrogacy). Exceptions are made only if the exist-
ing child is mentally or physically challenged or
has a life-threatening disorder. The government
submitted arguments supporting the view that
surrogacy cannot be deemed a fundamental
right, and that it involves the use of another wo-
man’s body. While the judge orally remarked that
the restriction imposed under the provision was
“reasonable”, the Court has decided to examine
whether a law banning married couples facing
secondary infertility from using surrogacy to
have a second child amounts to a restriction on
the reproductive choices of citizens.

It may be noted that the Court recently diluted
the age specification for surrogacy, allowing age
relaxation for couples who had frozen embryos
prior to passing the Act. If the avowed intent of
the law, as argued at the stage of debate, is to pre-
vent commercial surrogacy, or exploitative situa-
tions taking advantage of vulnerable women, be-
sides regulating the mushrooming fertility
centres (in conjunction with the ART Act), then
to impose restrictions differentiating between
primary and secondary fertility seems like split-
ting hairs. Currently, there is no law restricting
the number of children a person can have in In-
dia, though many States have incentivised a two-
child norm in terms of government benefits, jobs
or political offices. A more expansive interpreta-
tion of the law, facilitating, for all those in need,
access to the benefits of technology, is likely to sa-
tisfy two requirements — assisting intending pa-
rents, and preventing commercial surrogacy.

Justice in food

Justice in food systems implies
transition to healthy, affordable diets

B y showing that food alone drives five of

the six breached planetary boundaries
and about 30% of greenhouse-gas emis-
sions worldwide, the new ‘EAT-Lancet Commis-
sion on healthy, sustainable, and just food sys-
tems’ report shows how food systems are at the
centre of the overlapping climate, biodiversity,
water, and pollution crises. Foods from animals
account for most agricultural emissions whereas
the grains dominate nitrogen, phosphorus, and
water use. Only combined action, including cuts
to food loss, enhanced and durable productivity
gains, and dietary changes, can reverse these
trends. The prediction on biogeochemical flows
is stark: current agriculture leaves a global nitro-
gen surplus more than twice in excess of the safe
limit. Efficiency gains left uncorrected by good
policy can also spur more output that then erases
environmental savings. The Commission is prag-
matic, too, acknowledging that a response com-
bining everything from dietary changes to emis-
sions mitigation would still only barely return the
world’s food systems to safety vis-d-vis the climate
and freshwater crises by mid-century; the pres-
sure on nutrient security will remain. It does
make one questionable assumption, that GDP
will grow 127% in 30 years, whereas policy should
focus on lower growth and worse climate shocks.
According to the report, India maintains a ce-
real-heavy diet while meeting benchmarks by
2050 entails more vegetables, fruits, nuts and leg-
umes, which could raise average consumer pric-
es. Affordability is already fragile in areas that im-
port many of these foods, leaving consumers
exposed to price shocks. Justice thus implies a
transition towards healthier, more diverse diets
while keeping prices in check. But changing diets
may not always be desirable: preferences are an-
chored in religion, caste, and convenience, and
on necessity vis-d-vis midday meals and procure-
ment commitments. Rather than a diet-first stra-
tegy, then, new standards can cut harmful in-
puts, fiscal measures can make minimally
processed foods cheaper, and procurement can
normalise regionally familiar, more affordable
dishes. Even then, supply-side reform is essential
to overcome water stress, degraded soils, and fos-
sil fuel dependence in cold chains and process-
ing. India also needs to move away from implicit,
open-ended incentives to extract groundwater.
Finally, the Commission identifies market con-
centration, weak incentives for preventing labour
and ecological harm, and undue corporate in-
fluence as factors that could stall change. Justice
on the other hand demands stronger collective
bargaining by workers and small producers and
consumer representation in regulatory process-
es. These safeguards are partial at best today and
need to become guaranteed in practice.
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Redraw welfare architecture, place a UBI in the centre

s India’s wealth gap stretches to levels

unseen since Independence and

technology races ahead of policy, we

find ourselves hurtling toward a
collision of crises, job-shedding automation, gig
economy precarity, climate-driven displacement
and a mental health time bomb fed by chronic
insecurity. At this moment, ideas such as
universal basic income (UBI), once dismissed as
utopian, deserve a fresh, pragmatic look. A UBI
can cushion mass unemployment, restoring
consumer demand when machines outnumber
workers, rewarding unpaid care that props up the
formal economy, and rebuilding a social contract
frayed by pandemics and capitalism alike. In
India, where welfare systems are often plagued
by inefficiencies, exclusions and complex
eligibility filters, a UBI offers a radical yet simple
proposition: a periodic, unconditional cash
transfer to every citizen, irrespective of income or
employment status. Re-examining it is no longer
an academic indulgence. It is an urgent policy
imperative. By embedding dignity, autonomy and
simplicity into its design, a UBI challenges us to
rethink what a welfare state ought to provide in
the 21st century.

Universality is the primary strength of a UBL.
Where Bismarckian and Beveridgean models peg
security to past employment or bureaucratic
proof of hardship, a UBI anchors it in citizenship
alone, transforming social protection into a
streamlined, rights-based pipeline that is resilient
to automation shocks, climate emergencies and
the invisible labour of care. It bypasses the
administrative complexities of targeted welfare
and removes the stigma associated with
poverty-based entitlements. It aims to create a
basic floor of income security for all, ensuring
that no one is left behind due to bureaucratic
lapses or conditional access.

The argument for a UBI in India

India’s current welfare landscape, though
expansive, remains fragmented and uneven.
Schemes suffer from leakage, duplication, and
exclusion. A UBI offers a way to streamline
welfare delivery, particularly as digital
infrastructure, such as Aadhaar and Direct
Benefit Transfer (DBT) platforms, matures. But
the argument for a UBI is not just administrative;
it is fundamentally moral and economic.

The macro numbers flatter us. Earlier this
year, the Press Information Bureau (PIB) claimed
that India ranks fourth globally in income
equality, citing the consumption-based Gini
index. However, this measure focuses on
household expenditure, not income or wealth,
and thus masks the true extent of economic
inequality. According to the World Inequality
Database, India’s wealth inequality Gini stood at
75 in 2023. The top 1% of the population owns
40% of the national wealth, while the top 10%
controls nearly 77%. These figures suggest a level
of concentration unseen since colonial times.

At the same time, India’s GDP growth — 8.4% in
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2023-24 — has failed to translate into broad-based
prosperity. Nobel laureate Joseph Stiglitz has long
argued that GDP, while measuring economic
output, does not account for the quality of life,
environmental sustainability or equity. This
disconnect is underscored by India’s ranking of
126 out of 137 countries in the 2023 World
Happiness Report — behind Nepal, Bangladesh,
and Pakistan. GDP-centric narratives obscure
rising precarity, job insecurity and social stress.

A modest, unconditional deposit, landing in
every Jan Dhan account without forms or favours,
means that a gig-worker can buy vegetables even
when the app is quiet and a rickshaw driver’s
child can start the school term with new shoes.
So, a UBI chips away at extreme concentration,
reduces the lure of one-off freebies, and anchors
growth in every kitchen rather than just in
quarterly spreadsheets.

Pilot studies within India, including the Self
Employed Women’s Association (SEWA)-led
initiative in Madhya Pradesh (2011-13), found that
UBI recipients experienced better nutrition,
increased school attendance, and higher
earnings. International trials in Finland, Kenya
and Iran showed similar results, with improved
mental health and food security, without
reducing willingness to work.

Automation and artificial intelligence add
urgency to the case for a UBI. According to a
McKinsey Global Institute report, up to 800
million jobs worldwide could be displaced by
2030 due to automation. India’s semi-skilled and
informal workforce is especially vulnerable. A
UBI can provide a buffer during this transition,
allowing time for upskilling and repositioning in
the labour market.

It will rework the citizen-state relationship
The philosophical case for a UBI is equally
compelling. For decades, the relationship
between the citizen and the state has been largely
transactional, defined by market participation
and economic contribution. A UBI offers a
structural antidote to the very populist,
consumer-as-voter politics Shruti Kapila critiques.
It removes the political incentive to dangle ad hoc
freebies, free power here, a loan-waiver there,
that parties deploy to manufacture short-term
allegiance. When income security is decoupled
from partisan largesse, voters are less hostage to
transactional giveaways and more empowered to
judge governments on systemic outcomes:
quality of schools, rule of law, and ecological
stewardship. In this sense, a UBI shifts the
relationship from consumerism (“Vote me in, get
subsidised units of electricity”) back to
citizenship (“You already possess a basic
economic right; now demand good governance”).
It replaces the politics of paternal patronage with
arights-based social contract, undercutting
populist schemes that thrive on scarcity, targeted
subsidies and moral grandstanding.

Worries that a basic income cheque would
make everyday prices explode do not match how

people live where such cheques already exist. Big
inflations, Weimar and Zimbabwe happened
when factories shut and debts were owed in
foreign money, not because ordinary people got a
little extra spending money. Fund a UBI
responsibly, keep the shelves stocked, and it
becomes a cushion against hardship, not a spark
for price hikes. Rather than dismiss a UBI as
fiscally unviable or politically risky, we must
engage with it seriously, as a tool to reduce
poverty, mitigate inequality, and strengthen
democratic citizenship.

It is important to recognise that a UBI is not a
panacea. It will not by itself create jobs, fix public
health systems or transform education outcomes.
But it can serve as a base — providing a minimum
level of economic security upon which
individuals can build lives of agency and
aspiration. It also recognises and supports unpaid
labour, especially the care work undertaken
predominantly by women, which remains
invisible in traditional economic metrics. A UBI is
not about promoting dependency; it is about
expanding opportunity.

Some issues such as funding

Despite its promise, a UBI raises legitimate
concerns. A minimal UBI of 37,620 a person a
year — equivalent to the poverty line — would cost
around 5% of India’s GDP. Funding such an
initiative would require either raising taxes,
rationalising subsidies, or increasing borrowing,
each of which has its economic implications.
Moreover, a UBI’s universality could dilute its
redistributive intent by allocating resources to
affluent sections alongside the poor.

A practical way forward would be to introduce
a UBI in phases. Vulnerable groups — women, the
elderly, persons with disabilities and low-income
workers — could be prioritised. This targeted
rollout would allow for evaluation and
infrastructure building before full-scale
implementation. A UBI could also complement,
rather than replace, essential schemes such as
the Public Distribution System and the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee
Act, particularly in the early stages.

Another key challenge is technological access.
While Aadhaar and Jan Dhan have expanded
financial inclusion, gaps remain in digital literacy,
mobile access and bank connectivity particularly
in tribal, remote, and underserved areas. These
gaps must be closed to prevent exclusion from a
scheme intended to be universal.

As the Indian state seeks to modernise its
welfare architecture, a UBI deserves a central
place in the conversation. History suggests that
India will revisit the question sooner than we
think. The calculus is no longer ‘Can we afford
UBI?’ but ‘Can we afford the democratic cost of
mass insecurity’? Universality, not means-testing,
is the architecture fit for a 21st-century welfare
state.

The views expressed are personal

As the next phase of SIR rolls on, the case of Assam

ith the Election Commission of India
w (ECD) in the midst of a new phase of

the Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
across multiple States, after its Bihar pilot project,
the key allegation that the Opposition has levelled
against the ECI has been that the poll body seeks
to conduct a “backdoor NRC” — a reference to the
National Register of Citizens (NRC) that was
prepared in Assam and demanded in other States
as well by certain groups.

In a press conference on October 27, the ECI
had clarified that the second phase of the
nationwide SIR would not extend to Assam,
which would be going to the polls next year. The
Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) said that
while the Citizenship Act, 1955, makes separate
provisions for Assam, the citizenship
ascertainment under the Supreme Court of
India’s monitoring is “about to be completed” — a
claim which needs to be contextualised and that
gives rise to a fundamental question about the
ECI’s jurisdiction.

Issue of jurisdiction

It does not require any reiteration to state that
one of the key criticisms of the Bihar SIR was the
ECI asking for proof of citizenship on the basis of
limited documents for anyone who was not on
the electoral rolls in 2003. This is so because the
ECI’'s own guidelines require anyone whose
citizenship is found to be doubtful to be referred
to the competent authority under the Citizenship
Act.

In the Assam exception and its subtle
explanation, however, the ECI has swept the
biggest doubts under the carpet on its
jurisdiction in ascertaining citizenship, as
conducting any such exercise in Assam would
have presented a novel legal hurdle — that of the
NRC already prepared in Assam under the
constant monitoring by the Court and, ultimately,
the legal necessity to put the residents of the
State through another rigorous exercise regarding
their citizenship despite not being the
empowered authority under the Citizenship Act.

Why the CEC’s explanation that the citizenship
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ascertainment for Assam is about to be
completed is a smokescreen is because the NRC
in Assam had already been prepared under the
Supreme Court’s monitoring over five years ago.
On August 31, 2019, the Office of the State
Co-Ordinator, NRC, Assam issued a press release
titled “Publication of Final NRC on 31st August,
20197, thereby notifying that the process of
updating the NRC in Assam had concluded. This
was a watershed moment for Assam and India,
making Assam the only State after Independence
to have conducted, and concluded, an exercise
on such a large scale and under the monitoring of
the top court of the land.

According to the State Coordinator’s press
release, a total of 3.30 crore people had applied
through 68.38 lakh applications. After years of
deliberation and consultation with the
stakeholders, a meticulous legal architecture was
developed to scrutiny and verify citizenship
documents. The gigantic exercise was carried out
with the involvement of nearly 52,000 State
officials and under the constant monitoring and
supervision of the Court. The exercise concluded
with 3,11,21,004 people found eligible for
inclusion in the final NRC, while 19,06,657 people
were excluded. This massive exercise was
conducted at the cost of over 1,600 crore.

If the NRC is allowed to stand, as it
constitutionally and legally should, the ECI must
focus on its primary role of conducting free and
fair elections, and not assume the mantle of a
parallel citizenship tribunal. Assam already
carries the burden of being the only State where a
full-scale citizenship verification has been
conducted under the Supreme Court’s watch,
and its residents deserve to be spared from
another round of uncertainty and bureaucratic
scrutiny. Anything less would have the possibility
of unsettling the fragile social fabric and
diminishing trust in India’s institutions.

Section 6A, a unique regime for Assam

In the background of the NRC was a key issue
central to the debate on citizenship in Assam —
Section 6A of the Citizenship Act, 1955.

Introduced in 1985 as part of the Assam Accord,
this provision created a distinct legal regime of
citizenship applicable only to Assam, prescribing
cut-off dates for the detection and deportation of
foreigners that was different from the rest of the
country.

In October 2024, a five-judge Bench of the
Supreme Court in In Re: Section 6A of the
Citizenship Act, 1955, upheld the constitutional
validity of Section 6A, reaffirming the framework
as a special measure for Assam and stressing its
compatibility with the preambular value of
fraternity. This judgment reinforced the idea that
Assam’s citizenship question cannot be
approached in the same way as other States, and
that its historical, political, and legal uniqueness
must be preserved and respected.

In perspective

Unlike other States, the legal issues settled and
unsettled with regard to citizenship and
migration have been unique in Assam for at least
the past half a century. Judgment after judgment
with regard to the legal position of citizenship in
Assam reinforces this uniqueness. Thus, any
attempt by the ECI to conduct an SIR in Assam on
the same path of an inquiry on citizenship,
despite the peculiar legal landscape, would
require it to negotiate the curves carefully.

One may also argue that if the NRC-Assam has
already been prepared, what stops the ECI from
using that data and completing the exercise in
Assam reasonably sooner than in other States?

What is also remarkable is that in the NRC,
Assam was not prepared to meet an election
deadline; it was finalised after wide and inclusive
consultations with all stakeholders in the State.
The NRC’s culmination, therefore, on August 31,
2019, was through a wide consultative process,
monitored at every stage by a special Bench of
the Supreme Court. It would certainly be difficult
for the ECI to ignore that exercise and the
likelihood of people included in the NRC, finding
themselves excluded from voters’ lists, which
would place the ECI in an uncomfortable
position.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The first phase

| cast my vote in the first
phase of the Bihar Assembly
elections (Jagdishpur
constituency) and it was a
proud and memorable
moment for me as | was

democracy. The

voting for the very first
time. Standing in line with
people from different
backgrounds made me
realise the true strength of

arrangements were smooth,

and officials were very
cooperative. Casting my
vote gave me a sense of
responsibility toward
shaping Bihar’s future.

| urge every eligible citizen
to vote in the next phase

and choose their candidates
and parties based on their
own judgment and beliefs.
Let us vote wisely to build a
stronger and better Bihar.

Md. Sabir Hussain,
Arrah, Bihar

What the people of Bihar
need is not another round
of familiar promises but a
road map for progress. The
State’s youth and diaspora
have talent, energy and
ambition, yet politics

remains stuck in the old
cycle of caste and populism.

Rachita,
Chandigarh

Letters emailed to
letters@thehindu.co.in
must carry the postal address.

A ND-NDE




Friday, November 7, 2025
DELHI

THE HINDU

Opinion

11

Are Al-based tools for mental health helpful or harmful?

PARLEY
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CEO, students in institutions such as IIT Kharagpur
Peak Mind, and at coaching institutions for engineering and
which is medical entrance exams. Is this helpful or
harnessing harmful? Neeraj Kumar and Jamila Koshy
technology to discuss the question in a conversation
:&J‘g;;ﬂ;a” moderated by Priscilla Jebaraj. Edited
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Mr. Kumar, Peak Mind has developed an
Al-driven app that is being used by students
in top coaching institutions and at an IIT.
How does your app and your Al chatbot,
Peakoo, help them? How is it different from
chatting with ChatGPT?

Neeraj Kumar: All institutions have active
helplines and counselling teams in-house. Every
month, there are campaigns that ask you to
come and seek help. Still, there is a huge stigma
[when it comes to seeking help]. How do you
check a fever? You use a thermometer. But if I
ask you, how is your mental health, you will
make a guess. Making mental health measurable
is the first part where tech and Al are helping us.
At Peak Mind, we have validated screening

ast week, Open Al reported that over a
million people discuss suicide or
self-harm tendencies with ChatGPT
every week. Artificial Intelligence
(AD)-based tools are now being developed to
support mental health in India, especially for

Dr. Koshy, you have several clients who have
used an Al chat bot as a companion and
maybe even as a therapist. In what ways do
you think it may have been helpful or
harmful for their mental health?

A Jamila Koshy: Several people — students,

] younger people, and often engineering students
— are using these Al tools, both for information
as well as for therapy. I have found that there
can be a lot of mistakes in the information that
Al sources give. When it comes to [using Al for]
therapy, I have a lot of reservations. Patients
seem to talk to this bot as if it is a person. They
think they don’t have to go to the hospital/clinic
and wait in line, so this is convenient. It is like
their personal therapist; it is always there for
them. But this is not a real interaction, so it is
deceptive. I have tried out the bot. It says things
like, ‘'m so happy you called me today. 'm
willing to listen to you. I understand your
problem and I would like to help you. Would
you like to tell me more?’ As if it is a real person
there. This is not useful because it cuts out the
need for therapy. Though the bot may tell you to
go and meet a therapist, the need is being
unconsciously undermined.
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assessments. Al interprets all the conversations
users have on Peak Mind, tracks their mood,
and alerts us early against any potential
self-harm, using our suicide tech algorithm.
When we see signs of distress and self-harm,
alerts are raised and sent to the right authorities
at the institute. It provides an AI companion for
students to talk to about basic confusions or
overwhelming emotions. They may have these
due to relationships, academic pressure...
Institutions are struggling to bring people who
need help to counsellors. Most students have
never gone to a counsellor. They feel
overwhelmed at the thought of seeking help.
There is a transition that needs to happen and
technology and Al are bridging that gap.

Compared to ChatGPT, Peakoo is well-trained
in the Indian context. There are guardrails.
There is a limit to what can be discussed with an
Al companion. Peakoo guides the user to the
institute counsellor. Beyond conversation, the
app also provides validated CBT [Cognitive
Behavioral Therapy]-based tools as a therapist
would: thought re-framing, journaling,
mindfulness meditation activities, a breathing
protocol or grounding technique.

Dr. Koshy, do you think this is a helpful way
of nudging students who need therapy
towards a therapist? Do you have any
suggestions on making it more helpful?

JK: I suppose there is no way back from this

because this is already in the public domain.
This is not what I would choose at all. By doing
this, we are furthering the stigma. We are saying
you do not need to go out, you can handle this
on your own. Calling it a companion is
personalising the AL, and that is harmful. Call it
an Al tool instead. Remove all first person
references because it is not an ‘T’, it is not a
companion, it is a mechanical tool. I doubt that

the Al is going to be able to pick up on suicidal

ee

Most students have never gone to a
counsellor. They feel overwhelmed at the
thought of seeking help. There is a transition
that needs to happen and technology and Al
are bridging that gap.

NEERAJ KUMAR

tendencies, because it is programmed to
recognise words such as death or death wish.
[As a psychiatrist], we don’t recognise suicidal
tendencies just by those words. We look at the
person, we see their connections with people,
we see how withdrawn they are, we see whether
there is a change in the way they related to us
earlier. We see whether they have dropped a
word not about death, but about feeling isolated.
When we entrust this screening to an Al tool, we
are in danger of missing a lot. That is my biggest
fear. There are people who talk to these bots for
a long time. That should not be allowed. If a
person needs to talk to a bot more than three
times, I think they need a therapist.

CBT techniques can’t be used before a
diagnosis because the commonest things that
slip through are the major psychoses. People
with psychosis don’t come and say, I have this.
We have to see it. Often it is visual. It is a
combination of things which helps us pick it up.
I am sure the bot will miss at least some of it.

Mr. Kumar, what is the source of the initial
intelligence that informs the bot?

NK: We have a large team of qualified
psychologists and psychiatrists who use all the
trained models. I am not talking about issues
which need clinical intervention. We help
students build trust in the human counsellor
available in the institute. A qualified team does
research and trains the bot in analysing
conversations in multiple languages... We keep
adding new words every week for the screening.
So far, we have been able to raise more than
10,000 critical alerts and save more than 100
suicidal cases in our work.

Apart from your team’s initial input, AI
learns from its users. Are there any ethical
and privacy concerns about the mental
health of students being used to train AI?

NK: You cannot breach the user’s privacy and
confidentiality. User identities are not disclosed
to the team which looks at the conversations. We
are the first level of support. The moment
somebody says they want to go deeper, they are
diverted to a human being. We are only the

initial stage, which users can safely vent to. If
there are pre-qualified tools available, those are
again recommended by a team of psychologists
and psychiatrists. Beyond that, they are directed
to the human teams in our partner institutions
and they take the cases offline.

When OpenAl says over a million people are
discussing suicide with ChatGPT each week,
it indicates that people are lacking real
companions to discuss their feelings with.
What can parents and institutions do to build
up that kind of real-life support for students
so that they don’t depend on AI?

JK: It is usually students who are a little
awkward or isolated, or in new situations, or
who have serious mental health problems who
are using Al. Some kids come with an
adjustment problem, which is a ‘level one’ issue.
My concern is that the feedback that bots are
giving is not the feedback that humans would
give. If a student talks to another student about
their problems, they won’t always get a very
mature response. They will sometimes get
somebody who brushes them off, or is mean to
them, or bullies them. This is the real world.
Students have to learn to navigate this world
where responses are not perfect. If the bot is
always validating their responses, I’'m not sure if
we are actually preparing students for the real
world. In a conversation with a patient,
particularly if I know them well, at some point I
push back. Bots are not able to provide a real
space. It may be a safe space, but it has to be a
limited space.

To build real-life support, parents need to
expose children to lots of experiences, listen to
them, and help them make friends.

NK: Nothing can beat human conversations. We
have created a lot of modules for everyday
interactions and experiences. Every two hours
on our platform, we do a short activity: breath
work or meditation, mindfulness, affirmations,
gratitude, compassion. Thousands of students
come, join it, and then ask questions. So
normalisation happens. It is a community
activity. We extensively work in the coaching
sector, and we have found that 65% students go
through moderate to severe anxiety that is
unrecognised and unaddressed. If they are at a
stage where they need to see a counsellor or
psychiatrist, they should go ahead and do that.
But in between, they do get some support.

To listen to the full interview
Scan the code or go to the link
www.thehindu.com
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The experience of travelling alone
as a woman o cover elections

Years ago, several questions were asked of women reporters in smaller

cities and towns, but things seem to be changing slowly

Sobhana K. Nair

I reached a hotel in Moradabad at 8

p.m. The first phase of polling for
the Uttar Pradesh Assembly elections had
just concluded and there were six more
to go. Having spent the entire day in the
field talking to voters, I looked forward to
some food and rest.

At the dimly lit check-in desk, the re-
ceptionist, a man in his mid-40s, asked,
“Are you alone?” The question, and the
tone in which it was said, instantly raised
my hackles. “Yes,” I replied firmly, trying
to inject authority into my voice. I am not
sure whether that fooled him. It certainly
didn’t fortify me. I grabbed the keys,
waiving off the hotel staff who wanted to
carry my luggage, and ran to my room. I
locked the door and placed a chair
against it. Looking back, I wonder if I was
overreacting, convinced that solo women
travellers are always at risk. Maybe not. I
am okay not knowing the answer.

For the upcoming Assembly polls in
Bihar, I travelled across three cities from
Gaya to Darbhanga. The setting was not
very different from Moradabad. The re-
ception, however, was very different. No
one questioned me or asked why I was
travelling alone. There were no curious
stares, no condescending remarks, no
words of caution. I felt safe.

This experience was not limited to Bi-
har. As a woman traveling alone to Tier-1
and Tier-2 cities, I have noticed a percep-
tible change in the demeanour of hotel
staff. I saw this during my travels for the
2024 Lok Sabha elections as well. The re-
ception was mostly neutral.

There were other heartening signs as
well. At Darbhanga, the market was shut-
ting down for Chhath celebrations the
next day. Only a few dhabhas were open.
I'sat alone to eat a meal. On the table next
to me, two young women sat down and
ate with abandon, happily asking for se-
cond helpings. It felt good to watch them.

In July, I was in Bihar for a story on the
Special Intensive Revision exercise, con-
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l n the second week of February 2017,

ducted by the Election Commission of In-
dia to “clean up” the electoral rolls in the
State. The Opposition had called for a
bandh. Our car was stuck on the highway,
somewhere between Purnia and Madhu-
bani. There was a long traffic jam. I was
getting anxious about losing time and not
being able to talk to enough people. I got
out of the car to talk to a group standing
at a tea shop. They told me that a booth-
level officer was at their village. One of
them agreed to drop me there on his mo-
torcycle. I had only my phone and diary
with me. I went along. From there,
another group took me to another village
just so I could speak to more people.
When I called my photographer from
there, I realised that I had travelled some
7 kilometres with strangers from the
place where the cab was stuck. But not
for a moment did I feel unsafe.

This is not to say that the world has
suddenly become safe or that my anxie-
ties related to my gender have vanished. I
still plan my trips meticulously — booking
hotels in advance and charting routes
carefully. I make sure to stop in reasona-
bly large towns where I can find clean,
safe accommodation. It often means I
can’t take detours or make unscheduled
stops. Before leaving for Bihar, I spoke to
several male colleagues who were also
covering the elections. Their itineraries
were not as rigid as mine. In contrast, a
young female reporter from a news por-
tal called me from Patna, worried about
finding a safe hotel in Seemanchal.

I am aware that the first generation of
women reporters crossed higher bar-
riers, travelling to the farthest corners
without giving in to the farce of wearing
socially acceptable clothes or limiting
themselves to “softer beats”. They
opened the doors for us. I am glad that
field trips for women reporters are no
longer the heroic adventure they once
were.

We have certainly come a long way.
But we still have a long way to go.

sobhanak.nair@thehindu.co.in

PICTURE OF THE WEEK
Soaking in the atmosphere
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Devotees participate in the Ganga aarthi on the occasion of Tripura Purnima at the holy Banganga Tank in Mumbai. EMMANUAL YOGINI

FIFTY YEARS AGO NOVEMBER 7, 1975

Moroccan peace marchers
cross Spanish Sahara border

Spanish Sahara, Nov. 6: In scenes reminiscent
of a biblical epic, tens of thousands of
Moroccan volunteers walked through blinding
dust storm in searing desert heat to-day to
start their occupation of the Spanish Sahara.

They walked for three hours to a point just
four kilometres from the Spanish dissuasion
line of alleged minefields, barbed wire and
heavy armoured units.

FROM THE ARCHIVES O he 3007 Windu,

A senior gendarmerie officer controlling the
march said, “We will stay here overnight and
tomorrow morning, we will see.”

Spain has termed this military line the “line
of discussion” beyond which it refuses to allow
the Morrocan marchers to pass.

Meanwhile Rabat Radio to-night reported
the marchers — about 40,000 strong — were
some 18 kms inside Spanish territory. The
march volunteers were eight kms, from
Douara, a meeting point of desert caravan
tracks, the Moroccan radio said.

In principle the rest of the 3,50,000
marchers are due to start crossing into
Spanish Sahara in groups of about 20,000 at a
time as from to-morrow.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO NOVEMBER 7, 1925

Universal wheel and
engineering company

(From a correspondent): An entirely new and
interesting factory for the manufacture of cycles,
motorcycles and other types of vehicles has just
been opened in Mount Road, Madras. This, we
believe, is the first of its kind in India. The idea
of starting a new industry in India, was first
mooted by Mr. S.A.A. Annamalai Chettiar, the
well known banker and financier, whilst on a
visit to England.
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Indians flown home
after fleeing Myanmar
cyber scam centre

India has repatriated
270 citizens from
Thailand after they fled

from a cyber scam centre in Myanmar’s
Myawaddy following a police crackdown.
The group, including 26 women, was
brought back on two Indian Air Force
aircraft from the Thai town of Mae Sot. e

Emergency calls
handled by Delhi Fire
Service over 15 years

In lakh. The Delhi Fire Service has
4 handled over four lakh emergency

calls in the past 15 years, with 6,611
lives lost in incidents including fires,
collapses, and road accidents. Data from
2009-2024 shows a sharp rise in fatalities,
reaching 1,303 deaths in 2023-24. 1

COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

Projected value of the
recycling market due
to solar power by 2047

In X crore.
3 700 According to
’ new studies by
the Council on Energy, Environment and
Water, recovering materials like silicon,
copper, and aluminium from discarded
solar panels could supply 38% of the

industry’s raw materials. ani

Children rescued by
railway police during
protection drive

The Railway Protection Force
2 (RPF) of Eastern Railway

rescued 25 children from
various stations under its jurisdiction,
officials said on Thursday. The minors were
found at the Howrah, Lalgola, and Jasidih
stations, with 22 of them travelling in the

Jasidih-Tambaram Express. i

Net profit reported by
NHPC for the
September quarter

In X crore. The

l 219 National
’ Hydroelectric

Power Corporation (NHPC) reported a
consolidated net profit of 31219.28 crore
for the September quarter, marking a
nearly 15% increase from %1060.34 crore a
year earlier. e

Follow us 0 facebook.com/thehindu X X.com/the hindu instagram.com/the_hindu

Why the nomination process needs reform

The Representation of the People Act (RP), 1951 mandates that only qualified candidates can contest an election. However, the process of verifying said qualifications has

accumulated complexity over the years, with too much importance being laid on procedural technicalities than actual ‘defects of a substantial character’

LETTER & SPIRIT

Kannan Gopinathan

young woman from Dadra and

Nagar Haveli called last week

about the recent municipal

council elections. This is a
district in which I once served as
Collector and Returning Officer. Her
father’s nomination for municipal
councillor had been rejected with no
hearing or chance at verification. She
asked, “Sir, is this how elections work?”
The honest answer is yes. And that is the
problem.

One often hears about how
nominations of candidates contesting
elections are rejected over technicalities
without any chance for clarification.
However, the fact of that matter is that
such rejections are lawful. The most
undemocratic part of India’s electoral
process occurs before a single vote is cast
— at the stage of nomination scrutiny.

The politics of procedure

India’s electoral nomination process vests
extraordinary discretion in a single official
— the Returning Officer (RO). The
Representation of the People Act (RP),
1951, particularly Sections 33 to 36, and
the Conduct of Elections Rules, 1961,
govern the nomination process. Section
36 authorises the RO to scrutinise
nominations and reject those deemed
invalid. The RO’s power under Section
36(2) to conduct a “summary inquiry”
and to reject nominations for “defects of a
substantial character” is extraordinarily
wide, and largely un-reviewable before
polling, since Article 329 (b) bars courts
from interfering mid-election. The law
says no nomination should be rejected for
defects not of a substantial character. But
there are no written guidelines on what is
substantial. And the only remedy to
protest it is an election petition after the
polls, when the damage is irreversible. In
a democracy, this absolutism dressed in
legal language has the potential to
become a tool of political exclusion.

In Bihar this year, a Rashtriya Janata
Dal (RJD) candidate’s nomination was
rejected for leaving some fields blank.
Last year in Surat, Opposition candidates
were eliminated after proposers denied
signatures, delivering a Lok Sabha seat
unopposed. In the 2019 elections in
Varanasi, decorated BSF jawan Tej
Bahadur Yadav was rejected because he
could not obtain an Election Commission
certificate overnight. In Birbhum, former
IPS officer Debasish Dhar was kept off the
ballot when his no-dues certificate from
the government was delayed. Yet, there is
no publicly available consolidated dataset
on rejection grounds, patterns, or
party-wise breakdowns. This opacity
shields the weaponisation of procedure.

Procedural traps
Section 36 of the RP Act mandates that
only qualified candidates can contest.
However, the process of verifying
qualification has accumulated complexity
over the years. Well-intended judicial
interventions have paradoxically
worsened the problem. Supreme Court
directions mandating detailed affidavits
on assets, liabilities, and criminal cases
were meant to ensure transparency, yet
each new disclosure requirement added
another opportunity for technical
rejection. For example, in Resurgence
India versus Election Commission (2013),
the Supreme Court held that false
declarations lead to prosecution but don’t
invalidate nominations, only incomplete
ones do. This means that a candidate who
CM
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lies but fills all columns stays on the
ballot, and one who makes a good-faith
error can be rejected. The system now
punishes incomplete declarations more
harshly than dishonest ones.

A missing signature, a mismatched
electoral number, a form filed at 3:05 PM
instead of 3:00 PM, a blank column in an
affidavit, a delayed oath, a missing
no-dues certificate — any of these can end
a candidacy. The burden of proof thus lies
entirely on the citizen seeking to exercise
a legal right, and not on the official
denying it. This is constitutionally
backwards. The right to be voted for is the
necessary twin of the right to vote.
Without candidates to choose from, the
ballot is ritual without substance. The first
principle must be that every qualified
citizen has a presumptive right to contest.
That right can be denied only when the
RO establishes, with clear evidence, a
substantive constitutional or statutory
disqualification. Technical paperwork
errors cannot be a reason for
disqualification.

Some of the common procedural
technicalities on which nominations are
rejected include:

The oath trap: Every candidate must
take an oath before a specified authority
after filing nomination but before
scrutiny. If its too early, it’s invalid, and if
too late, the nomination is rejected.
Moreover, if it is not before the specified
authority, your form is again bound to be
rejected.

The notarisation trap: Every Form 26
affidavit (an affidavit which needs to be
filed by the candidate along with
nomination papers) must be notarised by
a specified authority. Not having done so
can result in rejection of the nomination.

The certificate trap: Along with
nomination papers, the candidate is liable
to submit no-dues certificates from
municipal bodies, electricity boards, or
other government departments;
clearance certificates from the Election
Commission for government servants;
and various other bureaucratic
attestations, each of them a veto point
when it comes to the time of scrutiny.
Thus, each issuing office becomes a
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potential chokepoint where deliberate
delay can eliminate a candidacy.

These procedures, once designed as
safeguards, have turned into potential
opportunities for delay and manipulation.

Here, bureaucratic compliance is being
rewarded over democratic legitimacy.

Facilitation, not filtration

Other democracies show a different
approach. In the U.K., ROs help
candidates fix errors before deadlines.
Canada mandates a 48-hour correction
period. Germany requires written notice
of problems, time to remedy them, and
multiple appeal layers. Australia
encourages early submission to allow
corrections. The common idea being that
officials are facilitators, not sentinels.

India also has a checklist system. The
RO Handbook instructs ROs to point out
defects at the time of filing and record
them in a checklist. But this checklist has
no legal standing. The Handbook itself
clarifies that the checklist “will not
prevent the Returning Officer from
pointing out other defects, if any,
discovered later during scrutiny.” A
nomination can be marked defect-free at
filing, yet rejected at scrutiny for defects
the RO discovers later. The candidate has
no right to rely on the checklist, and the
RO faces no legal obligation to honour it.
The checklist thus remains as an illusion
of transparency without offering any real
protection to the candidate.

The RO’s role must shift from
discretion to duty. When a deficiency
exists, the RO must issue a detailed
written notice specifying the exact error,
the legal provision violated, and the
correction needed. Candidates must get a
guaranteed 48-hour window to fix it after
receiving this notice.

The law must thus classify deficiencies
into three categories: (1) technical or
paperwork defects such as missing
signatures, blank affidavit columns,
clerical errors, no-dues certificates etc.
These cannot justify rejection; (2) matters
requiring verification of authenticity such
as disputed signatures, challenged
documents etc. These require
investigations before rejection; and (3)
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Gruelling rules: RJD candidate from the Saran constituency, Rohini Acharya, files her nomination papers for the Lok Sabha elections, in April 2024. ANI

constitutional and statutory bars. These
should lead to immediate and absolute
disqualification. Moreover, every rejection
order must be reasoned. The RO must
specify which exact requirement was not
met, which provision of law was violated,
what evidence supports the finding, and
why the defect is substantial enough to
justify rejection.

A digital solution

The Election Commission of India (EC)
can build a nomination system that is
digital-by-default; one that doesn’t
depend on excessive paperwork. This is
not to argue for a digital-only framework,
but a digital-by-default framework that
can eliminate disqualifications based on
blank columns and misspelt names or
typos. The entire nomination process
could move to an integrated online portal
linked with the electoral roll. The system
could automatically validate voter ID, age,
and constituency details. Oath, affidavit
submission, proposer verification, and
deposit payment could all be digital.
Moreover, every nomination’s progress
such as when it was filed, verified,
deficiency notified, corrected, accepted
or rejected, should be visible on a public
dashboard with timestamps and reasons.

Upholding democracy

When a nomination is rejected arbitrarily,
two rights are violated: the candidate’s
right to contest and the voters’ right to
choose. The world’s largest democracy
deserves a nomination process that is
modern, fair, and inclusive, where the
burden of proof is on the state to justify
exclusion, not on citizens to prove their
right to participate.

The EC should work towards a
citizen-friendly nomination process that
would end the bureaucratic red tape
around disqualifications for blank
columns, wrong payment modes,
misplaced signatures, misspelt names and
typos, no dues certificates or a delayed
oath. It should work towards a simplified
process that removes the possibility of
using procedure as politics.

Kannan Gopinathan is a former IAS
officer who is now part of the Congress.

THE GIST
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India’s electoral nomination
process vests extraordinary
discretion in a single official —
the Returning Officer (RO).

v

In Resurgence India versus
Election Commission, the
Supreme Court held that false
declarations lead to
prosecution but don’t
invalidate nominations, only
incomplete ones do. This
means that a candidate who
lies but fills all columns stays
on the ballot, and one who
makes a good-faith error can
be rejected.

v

When a nomination is rejected
arbitrarily, two rights are
violated: the candidate’s right
to contest and the voters’ right
to choose.
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Surreal beauty: Scaffoldings are put up as restoration work goes on at the dome of the Taj Mahal in Agra on October 17. AP

The actual Taj story: how a monument’s
history has been warped

Tushar Goels film, ‘The Taj Story, has reignited controversy over the Taj Mahal’s origins, claiming it is a Hindu temple rather than a mausoleum built

by Mughal emperor Shah Jahan. The film’s debut highlights debates about the interplay of history and ideology in contemporary India

Ziya Us Salam

little over 60 years ago,

Purushottam Nagesh Oak slept

and dreamt. He woke up and

claimed that the Taj Mahal in
Agra was actually a Hindu palace going
back all the way to 4th century. Friends of
Mr. Oak, an English
teacher-turned-lawyer-turned-journalist
but never a historian, told him that the
Taj Mahal couldn’t have been a fourth
century structure as the technology
employed in building the Taj in the 17th
century didn’t exist back then. The
fantasist turned a pragmatist, and Oak
brought his argument forward by a few
centuries. The Taj was now claimed to be
a Hindu temple. This was in 1989. He
wrote articles and a book too, but found
no support from historians. Even the
Supreme Court dismissed his claims as “a
bee in his bonnet” in 2000.

But post-2014, history is like a revolving
door, you enter and exit at your ease and
pleasure. You pick and choose, you
circumvent and invent. Dress it up as a
movie and claim you are looking at
history anew. That is how we get a movie
like Tushar Amrish Goel’s The Taj Story,
starring former BJP MP Paresh Rawal; just
like we had The Kashmir Files and The
Bengal Files, starring Anupam Kher and
Mithun Chakraborty, all ideological

partners of the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP).

With The Taj Story, Goel goes where no
historian has gone. Proof, evidence and
knowledge amount for nothing as the
director makes a case for the Mughal
monument being actually a Hindu
temple, much like the BJP leader Sangeet
Som who called it alternately a Shiva
temple and a monument built by a man
who incarcerated his father. Mr. Som
obviously couldn’t make out a Shah Jahan
from an Aurangzeb and hence got mixed
up. Much like Oak, oops, Goel, who sees
no difference between history and
mythology, facts and fantasy.

Recorded history

Talking of facts, the Taj Mahal was built
by the Mughal emperor Shah Jahan after
his favourite wife Arjumand Bano Begum
breathed her last after bearing the last of
their 14 children. Its chief architect was
Ustad Ahmed Lahori. The land for her last
resting place was procured from Mirza
Raja Jai Singh of Amber who had
inherited it from Raja Man Singh, a
celebrated general of Akbar, who was
Shah Jahan’s grandfather. Shah Jahan
compensated Jai Singh with four havelis
from the royal property for the massive
haveli in which rests Mumtaz Mahal. His
firman to Jai Singh, the latter’s agreement
and the Mughal emperor’s subsequent

letter of granting him four havelis in lieu
of one, are all part of history; unlike the
claim of The Taj Story which talks in terms
of a massacre and genocide of the locals
for fulfilling the wishes of an emperor and
his consort!

The work on the tomb started in 1632
with the finest craftsmen from across the
country and West Asia. The chief mason
was Mohammed Hanif from Baghdad who
earned 1000 a month for his efforts. The
pinnacle was built by Qayam Khan of
Lahore and its Quranic inscriptions were
done by Amanat Khan Shirazi. The
mosaic work was done by local Hindu
workers. Above all, some 20,000
workmen toiled for 22 years to build the
monument to love. Its white marble came
from Jaipur, lapis lazuli from Sri Lanka,
crystal from China and coral from Arabia.
The monument uses the double dome
technique, previously seen only in the
Humayun’s tomb in Delhi, and never seen
in the country before the arrivals of the
Turks.

Not the first time

Over the years, many have tried to
appropriate credit for its beauty and
majesty. In the 17th century, it was
claimed by many in the West that the
architect of the Taj was Venetian
Geronimo Veroneo, a jeweller by
profession. Then came the claim by

Mughal Beg in Tarikh-e-Taj Mahal that it
was designed by Muhammad Effendi, an
architect supposedly sent by the Sultan of
Turkey. Effendi though was as much an
architect as Oak was a historian. In the
mid 19th century it was claimed that the
monument was the result of the genius of
Frenchman Austin de Bordeaux, a
jeweller. However, Austin died in 1632, the
year the work on the Taj began. With his
death all claims of Austin being the Taj’s
architect were buried. And facts began to
be raised.

As for fantasy, well there is Goel’s film,
never mind its claim of presenting the
“untold history of the Taj Mahal”. The
film, replete with stereotypes of
kohl-lined, skullcap-donning Muslims
aims at building a nation’s memory on
unreasoned mythology, far removed from
the well argued debates of history. Much
like Oak’s view that Christianity was
nothing but Krishan-Niti. Not game for
any ridiculous claims in an insipid film
which opened with a mere 14%
attendance in the first show? Watch M.
Sadiq’s 1963-saga Taj Mahal. Sure, you
would remember its song, Jo wada kiya
woh nibhana padega’, penned by Sahir
Ludhianvi and sung with much love by
Mohammad Rafi and Lata Mangeshkar.
Sadiq’s film with Pradip Kumar and Bina
Rai in the lead cast, made no effort at
replacing history with mythology.
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With ‘democratic socialism’ becoming a topic of discussion following Zohran Mamdani’s
victory in the New York mayoral elections, here’s a quiz on its purveyors

Srinivasan Ramani

QUESTION 1
Mr. Mamdani quoted this democratic
socialist in his victory speech; name

socialists” or socialist minded leaders have
been at the apex of power in North America.
A But this Canadian leader broke the mould as
a socialist who was responsible for the
institution of the single payer, universal
healthcare system in the country. Name him.

Questions and Answers to the
previous day’s daily quiz: 1. Kohli
represents this team in domestic
cricket. Ans: Delhi

2. Number of centuries Kohli has
scored. Ans: 82

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know Your
English

Upendran

“Why are you limping?”

“I wore a new pair of shoes yesterday.
The shoes bit me.”

“Shoes don’t ‘bite’. Animals bite,
people bite. Shoes, on the other hand,
‘pinch’. For example, I couldn’t walk very
quickly because my new shoes kept
pinching.”

“I hate it when that happens. My new
sandals kept pinching me, so I took them
back to the shop.”

“Before putting on a new pair of
sandals, I always apply vaseline on my
feet. It prevents the sandals from
pinching.”

“That’s a pretty good idea. I must try it.
But what if the sandals continue to
pinch?”

“Good question. You could always
pinch someone else’s sandals!”

“Pinch somebody’s sandals? What do
you mean?”

“When you ‘pinch’ something from
someone, you take something from
someone without his/her permission. For
example..”

“...s0, ‘to pinch’ means ‘to steal’.”

“That’s right. It’s used in informal
contexts. For example, I can say, the thief
pinched my cousin’s wallet.”

“During summer, we pinch mangoes
from our neighbour’s tree.”

“That’s a good example. I used to pinch
my sister’s pencils when I was young.”

“Somebody pinched my his car.”

“One can also ‘pinch’ ideas. The
Russian scientist accused the Americans
of pinching his idea.”

“Sujatha accused me of pinching her
ideas for my essay.”

“Poor Sujatha! She’s ill. You know that,
don’t you?”

“Yes, I do.”

“I paid her a visit yesterday. She looked
pinched and...”

“...Jooked pinched! Who would dare
pinch Sujatha? I don’t think...”

“...when you say that somebody is
looking pinched or has a pinched look, it
means that he/she is looking pale, tired,
or haggard. This usually happens when
the person is cold, tired, or ill. For
example, when they brought Ram home
from the hospital, there was a pinched
look on his face.”

“When Ramesh got off the
roller-coaster, his face was white and
pinched. Can I say that?”

“You certainly can! Here’s another one.
The dog hadn’t eaten anything in three
days. Its pinched face told us that its end
was very near.”

“Couldn’t you come up with a little
more cheerful example? By the way,
could you lend me Rs. 100?”

“What’s the matter? Are you pinched
for cash?”

“How many times are you going to
‘pinch’ me today?”

“Oh, I don’t know. Do you know what
‘pinched for cash’ means?”

“I guess it means ‘not have enough
money’.”

“Yes! When you are pinched for
something, you don’t have enough of it.”

“We had moved out of our old flat
because we were pinched for space. Does
that sound OK?”

“Sounds good to me.”

Published by The Hindu on August 18,
1998.

Word of the day

Foppish:

affecting extreme elegance in dress and manner

this Indian statesman inspired by A 3. Kohli's first half-century in domestic Synonym: dandyish

Fabian socialist principles. QUESTION 4 cricket happened at Feroze Shah Kotla

A Wielding executive power in his country against this team. Ans: Haryana Usage: She married a foppish aristocrat.
QUESTION 2 when the person who is the answer to 4, Kohli led the team to victory in the

U-19 World Cup in Malaysia in this Pronunciation: newsth.live/foppishpro
year. Ans: 2008
5. Kohli's international career began

with an ODI tour in this country. Ans:

Mr. Mamdani’s biggest and most
high-profile political backer in the
mayoral elections was himself first
elected mayor in the city of Burlington

question no 1became prime minister in his,
this person was also responsible for the
National Health Service, a comprehensive
public funded healthcare system that

International Phonetic
Alphabet: fop.y/

in Vermont, before embarking upon endures to this day. Name him. Sri Lanka

two major presidential primaries asan | & 6. Kohli scored his maiden Test

unapologetic “democratic socialist”. QUESTION 5 century here. Ans: Adelaide,

Who is this? A more thoroughbred Marxist than others Australia /‘

A mentioned in this quiz, this person, a Visual: This is considered Kohli's For feedback and suggestions for
QUESTION 3 revolutionary, was a discerning critic of the Visual question: signature stroke. Ans: Cover drive Text & Context, please write to

letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context’
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Early Birds: Arun Kumar Singh|
Sudhir Thapa| Rakesh Sharma| Varnika
Semwal| Nitin Rana

With both the U.S. and Canada Bolshevik revolution’s authoritarianism and
regarded as advanced capitalist a co-founder of the Spartacus League in

countries, very few “democratic Germany. Name her.

it »

Identify this Indian democratic socialist who is credited with
introducing foam-cushioned seats in second-class sleeper coaches
for the first time in India. THE HINDU ARCHIVES




THE HINDU

SCIENCE

Friday, November 7, 2025
DELHI

Karnataka’s menstrual leave policy:
progressive step or symbolic gesture?

While the move has received appreciation, it has also sparked a debate on whether a single day is sufficient and if it will achieve its intended purpose; doctors say that it could

make a big difference for women living with painful periods or other conditions, but add that focus should be on helping women manage menstrual discomfort effectively

Afshan Yasmeen

arnataka has become the first
State in the country to
approve one day of paid
menstrual leave per month
for all women employees, covering both
government and private sectors. Odisha
and Bihar have similar policies for
government employees, while Kerala has
implemented this in universities.

Cleared recently by the Karnataka
Cabinet, the policy is being hailed as a
progressive measure recognising
menstrual health as a legitimate
workplace concern. The leave, amounting
to 12 days a year, applies to women in
government offices, educational
institutions, factories, and private
organisations. While the move has
received widespread appreciation, it has
sparked debate on whether a single day of
leave is sufficient and whether it will
achieve its intended purpose.

How it came about

Describing the decision as a “momentous
occasion,” Sapna S., associate dean and
head, school of law, Christ
(Deemed-to-be) University, said it marks a
progressive step towards gender equity
and aligns with the principles of
affirmative action enshrined in the
Constitution.

Dr. Sapna, who chaired the 18-member
committee that drafted the policy, said it
resulted from extensive consultations and
comparative studies. “We reviewed global
practices from countries such as Finland
and Japan. The committee included
gynaecologists, psychiatrists, professors,
employers, employees, NGOs, and trade
unions. Though there were suggestions to
reduce the leave to half a day or change
the name, our persistence paid off, and
the government approved 12 days,
aligning with our original proposal,” she
said.

On concerns of misuse, she said that a
sub-committee will frame implementation
guidelines for the policy. “Misuse can
occur with any law. But accommodating
menstrual leave can boost productivity
and employee well-being in the long run.”
She also emphasised the need for
sensitisation programmes to prevent
stigma or discrimination, adding,
“Female-intensive workplaces should
have these provisions intact, as they
reflect the true spirit of gender equity.”

Citing global research, Dr. Sapna said
menstrual pain was a serious health
concern. “A 2018 Quartz article quoted
John Guillebaud, a reproductive health
professor at University College London, as
saying patients described menstrual
cramps as ‘almost as bad as having a heart
attack.” That itself underscores the need
for understanding and supportive
policies,” she noted.

Gynaecologists note that menstrual
experiences vary widely, from mild
discomfort to debilitating pain. Some
women may experience fatigue, mood
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Seeking change: Students staging a protest demanding 12 menstrual leaves per semester for female

ee

students in Delhi University. ANI

swings, migraines, or heavy bleeding,
while others may have minimal
symptoms.

Hema Divakar, division director at Well
Women Healthcare, International
Federation of Gynaecology and Obstetrics
(FIGO), said conditions such as
adenomyosis, endometriosis, fibroids, or
hormonal imbalances can cause severe
pain or heavy bleeding and require
medical treatment. “Instead of blindly
asking for a day’s leave, girls and women
should undergo a wellness check to
identify and address root causes. Many of
these issues can be fixed,” she said.

While welcoming the policy, she
cautioned that menstrual leave may be
more symbolic than practical.
“Menstruation is a recurring physiological
process affecting each woman differently.
Pregnancy leave allows the mother’s body
to recover and facilitates bonding with the
newborn. Granting a one-day leave for
menstruation may not make much sense,”
she said. She also warned that mandatory
menstrual leave could inadvertently
reinforce workplace bias. “From an
employer’s perspective, there may be
hesitation in assigning women critical
roles or leadership responsibilities if they

A 2018 Quartz article quoted John
Guillebaud, a reproductive health
professor at University College London,
as saying patients described menstrual
cramps as ‘almost as bad as having a
heart attack.’ That itself underscores
the need for understanding and
supportive policies

DR. SAPNA
Head of committee that drafted the policy

are perceived as taking frequent leave.
This could deepen gender inequity,” she
noted.

Stating that menstruation was no
longer a “hush-hush” subject thanks to
greater awareness through education and
social media, Dr. Divakar said: “Prevent
illness, promote wellness should be the
mantra. The focus should be on helping
women manage menstrual discomfort
effectively rather than offering a symbolic
one-day off.”

Suhasini Inamdar, senior consultant
obstetrician and gynaecologist at

Motherhood Hospitals, Bengaluru, said
menstrual leave was a woman’s right. “In
ancient times, women took four days off
from household work purely for rest, to
preserve physical and emotional
well-being, not as a sign of impurity. The
original intent has been lost over time,”
she said.

Calling the policy a “welcome and
much-needed step,” Dr. Inamdar said it
recognises menstrual health as integral to
overall well-being. Severe menstrual pain,
or dysmenorrhea, affects women of all
ages, particularly younger women or
those with gynaecological conditions.
Stress, lack of exercise, and poor sleep
can further aggravate symptoms.
Persistent pain should be medically
evaluated rather than dismissed as
normal, Dr. Inamdar said.

For mild to moderate discomfort,
simple measures such as hot compresses,
hydration, light exercise, and rest can
help. Over-the-counter pain relief may
also be used. For severe or recurrent
pain, consultation with a gynaecologist is
essential. “Conditions such as
endometriosis or fibroids require targeted
treatment, which could include hormonal
therapy or lifestyle adjustments,” Dr.
Inamdar noted.

Need for awareness

For women living with painful periods or
conditions such as endometriosis,
adenomyosis, fibroids, or PCOS,
menstrual leave can make a significant
difference, said Sunitha Mahesh, medical
director and senior consultant
gynaecologist at Milann Birthing Hospital,
Bengaluru.

“These conditions can cause severe
cramps, heavy bleeding, and exhaustion,
making it difficult to get through daily life.
Having the option to take a day off allows
women to rest without using their regular
sick leave,” Dr. Mahesh said. However, she
emphasised that severe or unusually
heavy periods should not be dismissed as
normal.

“It’s important to consult a
gynaecologist to identify the underlying
cause and receive appropriate treatment
— whether through medication, a
procedure, or lifestyle changes — to make
future cycles easier to manage,” she said.

Dr. Mahesh highlighted the need for
greater awareness among women, noting
that many assume intense pain or heavy
bleeding is normal and therefore delay
seeking medical help.

While menstrual leave can offer
temporary relief, Dr. Mahesh underlined
that addressing the root cause is key for
long-term well-being. She also called for
workplace policies that are flexible,
optional, and free from stigma. “Every
woman’s cycle is different, and symptoms
can vary widely. Policies should be
sensitive, and no one should feel
pressured to disclose personal details or
fear that taking leave will affect their
performance,” she said.
(yasmeen.afshan@thehindu.co.in)
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Karnataka has become the first
State in the country to approve
one day of paid menstrual
leave per month for all women
employees. The leave applies
to women in government
offices, educational
institutions, factories, and
private organisations

v

Citing global research, doctors
say that menstrual pain was a
serious health concern and
that the policy recognises
menstrual health as integral to
overall well-being. Some
experts warn that the leave
could inadvertently reinforce
workplace bias

v

Doctors call for workplace
policies that are flexible,
optional, and free from stigma.
Policies should be sensitive,
and no one should feel
pressured to disclose personal
details or fear that taking leave
will affect their performance,
they say

Lack of skilled support adding to rising maternal deaths in Afghanistan

Divya Gandhi

Afghan women are giving birth with-
out skilled support, and maternal
deaths, which could have been pre-
vented, are on the rise, says a corres-
pondence by three clinicians in the
latest edition of The Lancet, which al-
so explains the cause.

“Afghanistan today faces a mater-
nal health crisis that is as much polit-
ical as it is medical. When girls are
banned from studying beyond grade
6, nursing and midwifery schools
are shuttered, and female health
workers are restricted in their ability
to work, the results are tragically
predictable.”

Shutting down female education
and employment in healthcare is a
decision with “fatal consequences”
in Afghanistan, “where cultural
norms already restrict women from
being treated by male doctors,” say
the authors, who include, Amina Na-
sari, CUNY School of Medicine, New
York. The inaccessibility to emergen-
cy obstetric care could lead to fatal
haemorrhages, eclampsia, sepsis,
and obstructed labour.

Fragile health system

In 2024, the Humanitarian Needs
and Response Plan estimated that
17.9 million people in Afghanistan re-
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K

Alleviating a crisis

These are the four strategies offered by
latest Lancet correspondence to overcome
the maternal health crisis

workforce must
be protected and
expanded

® Donors must
make women-
only services
non-negotiable

® Lift the bans
on women’s work
and education

® Data must drive
decision making.
Numbers will help

= Female health target resources

Reeling under impact: The bans on women’s work and education, specifically in midwifery and nursing, must be lifted, says a new Lancet

correspondence. AP

quired health assistance that year;
the country has “a fragile and under-
resourced  healthcare  system,
fraught by unequal access to servic-
es, ongoing communicable disease
breaks, critical unmet maternal and
child health needs, high rates of mal-
nutrition, and significant morbidity
and mortality rates as result”, says a
United Nations High Commission for
Refugees (UNHCR) report.

It adds that UNICEF has reported
Afghanistan “having one of the
world’s highest maternal mortality
rates with 638 mothers dying for ev-

ery 100,000 births, exacerbated by
acute shortages of qualified birth at-
tendants in the country.”

Minimal ante-natal care
There is much to be done for antena-
tal care too in Afghanistan. For in-
stance, no more than 6.2% of wo-
men received good-quality antenatal
care, according to a paper published
in BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth in
January 2025.

The Lancet correspondence refe-
rences the 2022-23 Afghanistan Mul-
tiple Indicator Cluster Survey, which

Afghanistan has one of the
world’s highest maternal
mortality rates with 638
mothers dying for every
100,000 births, according
to the UNICEF

found that only 36-3% of mothers re-
ceived a postnatal check within two
days of delivery. “In December,
2024, Afghanistan’s authorities

banned women from higher educa-
tion in health sciences, including

nursing and midwifery. This deci-
sion cut off one of the last viable
pathways to train skilled female pro-
viders who are essential to maternal
and newborn survival,” say the auth-
ors: clinics have closed; female-only
outreach teams suspended; and hu-
manitarian agencies have stopped
maternal and newborn services
when barred from deploying female
staff.

Earlier this year, another corres-
pondence in The Lancet, the auth-
ors, including Prof.Nasari, said that
according to UNICEF, the ban on se-
condary education for girls alone
cost the Afghan economy at least
$500 million in 2022.

“Allowing the 3 million girls from
that year’s cohort to complete se-
condary education could have con-
tributed $5-4 billion to the economy.
The decision also undermines an al-
ready fragile health-care system by
blocking one of the few remaining
paths for women to contribute to
health care.”

Four strategies

The latest correspondence offers
four strategies to overcome these at-
tacks on maternal health: First, lift
the bans on women’s work and edu-
cation, specifically midwifery and
nursing; second, “the existing fe-

male health workforce must be pro-
tected and expanded and midwifery
schools should be reopened without
delay”; third, “donors must make
women-only services non-negotia-
ble.” And fourth, “data must drive
decision making... Numbers, not
anecdotes, will strengthen advocacy
and help target resources.”

The lack of health-care access
“translates to a surge in home births
without the presence of trained pro-
fessionals, no access to emergency
interventions when complications
arise, and a tragic increase in pre-
ventable maternal and neonatal
deaths,” says the Lancet
correspondence.

And now, Afghan women have
lost “their last hope” as Taliban has
shut down Internet, says a BBC re-
port from September.

“As clinicians, we must be clear:
restricting female health workers is
not tradition. It is a policy with a
measurable death toll... let Afghan
women train, work, and lead in
health care and beyond. The health
of mothers, the survival of new-
borns, and the wellbeing of entire
communities depend on it... This is
not just a health-care issue; it is a hu-
man rights crisis,” the authors
conclude.
(divya.gandhi@thehindu.co.in)
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Sensible policy

Centre’s adaptive regulatory model for Al is correct

ndia’s newly released AI Governance

Framework signals a welcome pragmatism in

the approach to deal with the rapid rise of
artificial intelligence. Rather than rushing to drafta
new law to control Al, the Centre has opted for an
adaptive regulatory model that reviews and updates
existing laws to address emerging risks. This
approach recognises that technology is evolving
faster than legislation can keep up, and that
flexibility, not overregulation, will better serve
innovation and inclusion.

NPr

A Al

-
=)
B

PN

POCKET

The framework, issued by the Ministry of
Electronics and Information Technology,
rightly identifies critical grey areas, such as
the definition of “intermediary” in the
Information Technology Act, 2000, which
predates the emergence of autonomous or
generative systems. Questions around who
bears liability when Al-generated content
causes harm, or how personal data can be
used to train algorithms, remain unresolved.
Equally important are the data-protection
principles of purpose limitation and storage
minimisation under the Digital Personal
Data Protection Act, 2023. These traditional
safeguards, which restrict datausetoa
specific purpose and require its deletion
once that purpose is served, sit uneasily with
AT’s reliance on large, continuously updated
datasets. Al models depend on large volumes
of historical data and often continue to store
data indefinitely, both for retraining and to
maintain performance consistency. The
model itself may ‘remember’ patterns or
identifiable traces of the data it was trained
on, even if the raw data is deleted.

Without clear guidance or exemptions,
developers and deployers of Al systems will
operate in legal uncertainty. The framework,
therefore, calls for a comprehensive review
of India’s legal architecture to close such
regulatory gaps before they widen
further. However, the government must
ensure that this review does not become
another slow-moving process, like the data
protection legislation that took more than
six years to be enacted, and is still not fully
implemented. Given the speed at which Al is
reshaping everything from governance to
employment and media, delays in legal
clarity could prove costly.

The framework must also be viewed
through the lens of competition and market
concentration. The Competition
Commission of India, in a recent market
study, warned that Al systems can enable
novel forms of algorithmic collusion and
create new barriers to competition. The
global AT ecosystem is already concentrated
in the hands of a few large firms that control
the core “Al stack”: cloud infrastructure,
high-quality datasets, and large foundation
models. This dominance, combined with
their ability to cross-subsidise services, such
as offering free Al tools in India, could stifle
smaller start-ups and deter innovation.

Overall, India’s middle-ground approach
stands out compared with the European
Union, which has chosen a rules-heavy
model, and the US, which has taken a
hands-off stance, letting market forces and
voluntary frameworks shape the sector.

"*W"M "But for politics, I could have done
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much better in my career!”

RAVIKANTH

HARSIMRAN SANDHU

he Securities and Exchange
Board of India (SEBI) has
fired the opening shot in
what could become the
most consequential cost
reform in Indian finance since
liberalisation. Its October 2025
consultation paper on the
comprehensive review of the Mutual
Fund Regulations, 1996 does more than
tweak numbers, it redefines purpose.

SEBI is shifting the axis of regulation
from product protection to investor
empowerment, while its counterpart,
the Insurance Regulatoryand
Development Authority of India
(IRDAI), still seems to guard complexity
more than clarity.

Expense ratios have long been the
silentkiller of compounding. SEBI now
proposes that the Total Expense Ratio
(TER) on open-ended schemes exclude
brokerage, taxes, and statutory levies,
revealing what fund managers actually
earn. It also seeks to slash brokerage
caps from 12 basis points (bps) to 2 bps
in cash markets and from 5bps to 1 bp in
derivatives.

These reforms attack a chronic
inefficiency: investors paying twice for
research, once within the management
fee, again through trading commissions.
Evena0.2 per cent annual saving
compounded over 20 years adds lakhs to
investor wealth. The true victory,
however, is not numerical it’s
philosophical.

ALIGNING FEES WITH
PERFORMANCE
SEBI’s most radical idea is an optional
performance-linked expense ratio,
where fund houses earn more only when
they outperform. If implemented, India
would join global markets where
“value-for-fee” replaces
“fee-for-assets.” Fund managers would
finally be rewarded for skill, not scale.
Together, clearer TER definitions and
tighter brokerage caps dismantle the
opacity that long protected
intermediaries and mark a cultural shift
— investors can now see what they pay
and why.

TRANSPARENCY REDEFINED

The paper also proposes excluding
statutory levies GST, stamp duty, and
STT from TER ceilings so that
government taxes no longer
masquerade as fund costs. Equally bold
is SEBI’s plan to rewrite the 1996
Regulations in plain language, remove
redundant clauses, and digitise
disclosures.

For perhaps the first time, India’s
financial rulebook might read like a
guide for citizens, not a manual for
compliance officers.

I

SEBI’s game-changing
mutual-fund reform

KEY PROPOSALS. Clearer TER definitions and tighter brokerage caps dismantle the
opacity that has long protected intermediaries, and marks a cultural shift

THE DISTRIBUTION PARADOX
Every reform disrupts a comfort zone.
Lower TERs mean thinner commissions,
and thinner commissions change
distributor behaviour. As income from
mutual-fund sales shrinks,
intermediaries may pivot toward
higher-margin, higher-risk products
Portfolio Management Services (PMS),
Alternative Investment Funds (AIFs),
and structured notes where disclosure is
looser and investor safeguards weaker.

This cost-arbitrage migration could
push household savings from
transparent mutual funds into opaque
instruments.

SEBT’s next challenge, therefore, is to
extend disclosure parity and suitability
NnOrms across investment categories so
that progress in one arena doesn’t create
riskin another.

THE MIRROR TEST

IRDAT’s Unit-Linked Insurance Plans
(ULIPs) still blur investment with
protection.

Unlike mutual funds that showa true
post-cost NAV, ULIPs deduct mortality
and administrative charges through
periodic unit cancellations — making
the NAV appear to rise even as

For perhaps the first time,
India’s financial rulebook
might read like a guide
for citizens, not a manual
for compliance officers

ownership shrinks, a mathematical
illusion that flatters returns.

IRDAT’s 2019 ULIP rules mandate
benefit illustrations and yield-gap caps
(3 per cent for terms under 10 years,
2.25 per cent for longer), yet costs
remain layered and distributor-driven.

Mortality charges exceed standalone
term plans, surrender penalties limit
liquidity, and portability is restricted.
The contrast between regulators is
stark: SEBI’s approach is fiduciary align
incentives, disclose every rupee,
empower comparison, while IRDAI’s
remains distributor-centric, where
commissions dominate and complexity
conceals. Over time, the difference
compounds; 210,000 monthly SIPina
low-cost equity fund can nearly double
the corpus of a ULIP.

THE INVESTOR’S CHOICE

For Indian households balancing
protection and growth, the rule is clear:
buy term insurance for life cover —itis
transparent, portable, and cost-efficient
— and invest through mutual funds for
wealth creation — theyare
benchmarked, diversified, and
increasingly low-cost. SEBI’s reforms
reinforce this distinction, proving that
simplicity often compounds better than
complexity.

Unless IRDAI mirrors this
transparency by mandating after-cost
disclosure and capping commissions,
insurance-linked products will remain
financial cul-de-sacs.

Yet beyond numbers, SEBI’s reform is

GETTY IMAGES

about trust — it transfers informational
power from distributors to investors
and from incentives to outcomes.

Ifimplemented well, India could
become a rare market where regulation
internalises behavioural finance,
simplifies choice, and rewards clarity.
But for that to endure, distributors must
evolve from selling products to offering
advice.

THE ROAD AHEAD

SEBD’s reform will endure only if three
conditions hold — uniform cost and
disclosure standards across mutual
funds, PMS, AIFs, and structured
products to close regulatory gaps; strong
suitability norms to ensure that
high-risk products reach only informed
investors; and coordination with IRDAI
and PFRDA to harmonise reporting and
post-cost return metrics.

For IRDAI, the task is to simplify
ULIP cost sheets and truly unbundle
insurance from investment. For
distributors, survival will depend on
earning trust, not trails. Ultimately,
India’s mutual-fund revolution was built
on trust, not tax breaks.

SEBI’s 2025 proposal deepens that
trust by making every layer of cost
visible and reminding the industry that
scale without stewardship is hollow. The
next decade will decide whether Indian
finance remains a maze of incentives
—or evolves into a system where
investors, not intermediaries, truly win.

The writer is Professor of Finance, IMT Ghaziabad

Al guidelines: A close look at the fineprint

The norms aim to balance adaptive governance and rigid regulation and look to prevent bias, protect vulnerable groups

bl.explainer
S Ronendra Singh

What are India’s AI governance
guidelines about?

The guidelines have been drafted by a
high-level committee under the
chairmanship of Prof. Balaraman
Ravindran, ITT-Madras.

These are intended to guide
policymakers, researchers, and industry
to build better national and
international cooperation for safe,
responsible, and inclusive A adoption.
It seeks to ensure that India’s core
commitment to inclusion translates into
practical measures that prevent
algorithmic bias and protect vulnerable
groups from potential harm. This
framework is designed to support
evolving conceptions of safety and trust
while promoting technological
innovations through consistent dialogue
between the government, domain
experts, industry, and civil society.

The guidelines are based on seven
principles: building trust, putting people
first, focusing on promoting innovation
rather than restraint, fairness and
equity, accountability, and design that is
transparent, safe, resilient, and
sustainable.

Why is it important? What does it
mean for the country?
The primary goal at this stage is to

leverage Al for economic growth,
inclusive development, resilience and
global competitiveness. Given India’s
talent advantage, the widespread
adoption of Al across sectors can yield
productivity gains, drive growth and
create jobs.

Further, Al-based applications with
multilingual and voice support are being
deployed across agriculture, healthcare,
education, disaster management, law,
and finance, enabling digital inclusion
and creating a real positive impact.

Abalanced framework would help
maximise these benefits, while retaining
the regulatory agility and flexibility to
intervene and mitigate risks as and when
they emerge. Key sectors such as
pharmaceuticals, telecommunications,
manufacturing, media and social sectors
hold significant potential for Al
adoption, but to realise this potential
requires a governance framework to
enhance awareness, infrastructure, and
investments.

Initiatives like IndiaAI Mission are
steps toward fostering Al adoption.
Expanding domestic capacity while
accelerating responsible adoption
across sectors is critical to advancing
India’s goals of inclusive growth and
global competitiveness.

Is the government going to make
a separate law/regulation on Al
with these guidelines?

No. The Committee’s current

Al. For adaptive governance reuters

assessment is that many of the risks
emerging from Al can be addressed
through existing laws. For example, the
use of deepfakes to impersonate
individuals can be regulated by
provisions under the Information
Technology Act and the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita, and the use of personal data
without user consent to train Al models
is governed by the Digital Personal Data
Protection Act.

India is taking a techno-legal
approach to embed legal requirements
directly into system design. According to
the government, it is both a design
philosophy and a family of architectures
that make regulatory principles
automatically enforceable in practice.

MeitY, as the nodal Ministry, is
responsible for the overall adoption and
regulation of Al systems. Its role is to
promote innovation and adoption of AI
technologies, while providing regulatory
guidance in collaboration with bodies
such as the Al Safety Institute (AISI) and

the Indian Computer Emergency
Response Team (CERT-In).

Anewbody called the ‘Al Governance
Group’ (AIGG) will be set up to
coordinate policy on Al governance
across all Ministries. It will be a small,
permanent and effective inter-agency
body responsible for overall policy
development and coordination on Al
governance in India. It should be
supported by a Technology & Policy
Expert Committee (TPEC), which will
advise the group on strategy and
implementation.

How is it different from the
frameworks of countries like the
US, the European Union, or South
Korea?

India’s approach contrasts with that of
the European Union, which has adopted
abinding AT Act categorising systems by
risk levels. The US, on the other hand,
has left it to market forces to determine
the rules.

India’s framework, by comparison,
seeks amiddle path, promoting Al asa
driver of inclusion and competitiveness,
while relying on adaptive governance
rather than rigid regulation. This is one
of the unique approaches which is built
from the ground up, and thisis nota
version of the EU or US models, the
committee said, adding that it has
looked at India and India’s needs, its
ecosystem, and then built the
frameworks completely ground up.

® LETTERS TO EDITOR send your letters by email to bleditor@thehindu.co.in or by post to ‘Letters to the Editor’, The Hindu Business Line, Kasturi Buildings, 859-860, Anna Salai, Chennai 600002.

Health matters

The article ‘Why the raw deal for
group health insurance?’, (November
6), makes a cogent argument for
waiver of GST on group health
insurance.

But we cannot overlook the fact that
the group medical insurance which
constitutes alion’s share of the large
pie of insurance premium, hides
many serious, unjust practices
embedded in its very nature.

The most atrocious being that the
groups generally get favourable
terms in the form of discounted

premium for the hapless individual
health insurance buyer:asort of
cross subsidy.

That an individual health insurance
buyer has to fund the shortfall
caused by the group insurance
segment is unfair.

One hopes the authorities look into
this underlying anomaly and also
resolve it.

Jose Abraham

Kottayam (Kerala)

premium, lax underwriting norms Banking boost non-performing assets significantly.
and favoured claim settlement. This Itis really heartening to learn that S Ramakrishnasayee
leads to unnecessary inflated the total balance under the Chennai

Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana
(PMJDY) has crossed X2.75 lakh
crore mark (November 6).
Banking habit among the public
plays asignificant role in the
economic growth, as savings and
credit creation go hand in hand.
As far as Indiais concerned, it is
imperative that the banks have
their loan portfolio simple and
effective to maximise their profits
and also bring down their

Telecom tangle

vibrant sector.

gives much leeway to the

The Editorial “Turning point’
(November 6) isa well-articulated
commentary on the telecom sector
especially with respect to the AGR
dues. The edit argues for astrong,
viable third operator to ensure a

The Supreme Court’s recent ruling

government to take measures

including reliefs on the AGR front.
Thisis timely. Indeed, the
government has already done the
heavy-lifting by converting
substantial dues of Viinto equity.
But there is no talk on the role of
BSNL/MTNL in the crucial telecom
sector. Already huge amounts have
been poured into the PSUs and it is
time to take stock. There must be a
clear-cut roadmap for these to play a
meaningful role in India’s telecom
sector.

V Vijaykumar

Pune
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Bihar’s makhana potential

Changes in production, certification needed

L]
Rahul Singh
Devesh Roy

ihar, the poorest among
B Indian States, is hardly

known for success stories.
However, there is one area it
stands out — makhana (fox nut)
production. The State accounts
for 90 per cent of the country’s
production of this aquatic crop,
and 90 per cent of the world’s
makhana comes from India. Only
recently has makhana been
marketed as a gluten-free wonder
food (with protein, fibre, minerals
and antioxidants) and sold in
various forms after secondary
processing. Questions yet remain:
Isit done at scale, how far is it
positioned relative to the
potential, and does it bring about
distribution of value in favour of
Bihar? It seems that makhana
mimics the archetype of cocoa in
Africawhere the African
producers in Ghana and Cote
d'Ivoire get only a miniscule share
($8-9 billion) of $150 billion plus
ayear chocolate industry. The
same mechanics seem to work for
makhana albeit at lower value
level.

MUST SCALE UP

Despite being the largest
producer, Bihar just does not have
the scale to count as a big
exporter. Existing as well as
potential demand far outweighs
the quality adjusted supply.
Makhana may be a wonder food,
but it cannot yet be a wonder
income generator and poverty
reducer in Bihar. As there are
costs, particularly fixed costs,
involved in trading, they can only
be offset with scale.
Unfortunately, the low volume for
domestic and international trade
characterises Bihar’s makhana.

The scaling up is needed not
onlyin quantity but also in
quality. Quality involves, among
other things, packaging and
meeting food safety standards.
Because of low value, until
2022makhana did not even have a
code for identification as a unique
nut (was clubbed with other nuts)
in trade data. Now all trade,
including makhana, takes place
through global value chains
(GVCs). Though the largest
producer of raw makhana, the
biggest processors and exporters
are in other States like Punjab and
Assam, which then export to
other countries and States within
India — quintessentiallya GVC
construct.

In makhana, initial or
pre-production activities are
relatively low-value, highly labour
intensive in a low wage economy

PROMOTE. The wonder food

while post-production activities
command significant value and
drive profitability. Bihar’s
makhana may need to focus on
diversifying from a popped snack
status to other value-added
products to cater to specific food
and medicinal uses.

The 2022 Geographical
Indication (GI) tag in principle
should change the value in the
popped makhana segment itself,
by bolstering exports. How price
premium follows from GI tag for
Bihar remains to be seen.

Traditionally grown in deep
ponds, production has shifted to
shallow waters. The Mallah
community has expertise in
harvesting makhana. Other States
such as Assam, UP, and Odisha
plan to promote makhana
alongside other water crops. The
demand-supply gap is so large
that increased supply from other
sources will only help Bihar to
ensure scale and create further
demand. To get India’s exports to
scale that will positively impact
Bihar, other States’ exports must
joinin.

Recent advances in trade
theory explain that only
productive firms or farms export.
Makhana needs a major
technological upgrade for this
purpose as well. Bihar could
benefit by expanding from pond-
to field-based cultivation,
favouring transplanting over
podcasting and adopting
improved varieties. Field systems
shorten crop durations and
ensure consistent quality. In
makhana processing, a technology
upgrade will be needed.
Well-processed makhana pops are
larger and weigh less —an
indication of good quality.

Addressing non-price
attributes is another major factor
through independent
certification. This involves
popularization of certified
makhana through promotion of
food safety, quality and
environmental attributes.

Singhis Assistant Professor of Economics at
Ahmedabad University and Roy is a Senior
Research Fellow at the International Food
Policy Research Institute
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Al picks GE, Snecma to make aircraft engines

Air-India has selected the US aero-engine major GE and its French counterpart
Snecma Moteurs for making engines to power the national carrier’s 68 Boeing
aircraft that it plans to buy in the near future. A Cabinet committee would
conclude the price negotiations with GE and CFM International, a 50:50 joint
venture with Snecma, in the coming week.

No unions please, say employees of top BPOs

The BPO industry might be the eye of a storm on labour issues, with some Left
parties resolving to educate workers about the benefits of organising
themselves into unions, but a section of employees across established
companies say they have enough negotiating power. They feel they can take up
issues with the management without the intervention of an organised union.

PSBs divided over consolidation move

THE Government’s repeated assertion of merging public sector banks has
sparked off a cat-and-mouse game among the banks. Senior Finance Ministry
officials said that the merger talks have led to a clear divide among the PSU
banks with the smaller banks expressing their opposition to such moves.

Can cloud seeding .
ease Delhi’s
pollution?

QUICK-FIX. Artificial rain, at best, offers only
fleeting relief. Also, it raises questions about
chemical accumulation in soil and water bodies

PRIYANKA VADREVU

hen Delhi’s skies turn

apallid grey and the

Air Quality Index

enters the “severe”

zone, desperate
measures often seem justified. This year,
the city is preparing to attempt
something unprecedented in India’s
capital, which includes artificial rain
through cloud seeding, a process that
involves dispersing microscopic
particles like silver iodide or salt into
clouds to trigger precipitation. The
initiative, led by the Delhi government
in collaboration with IIT Kanpur, has
now entered its first operational phase,
with a trial conducted on October 28,
2025.

The broader objective is to wash
pollutants from the atmosphere, a
technological intervention for an
intractable crisis. Yet, while the
announcement has stirred public
curiosity and political optimism, it also
raises deeper scientific and policy
questions. Can cloud seeding genuinely
deliver cleaner air in Delhi? What are the
risks and lessons from other countries
that have tried it? And, more
importantly, what does this experiment
reveal about the way India approaches
complex environmental problems?

Cloud seeding is neither novel nor
magical. Developed in the 1940s, itis an
atmospheric technique that enhances
rainfall by introducing particles —
typically silver iodide — around which
moisture condenses. But its success
hinges entirely on one condition: the
presence of suitable clouds. But this key
caveat, ‘if the conditions are right’,
cannot be overstated. Seeding cannot

conjure clouds; it can only augment
existing ones. Delhi’s late-October
atmosphere, dryand shallow, offers
little for seeding to work with. The
recent trial faced humidity of only 15-20
per cent, far below the 50-60 per cent
typically required for effective droplet
formation. Without sufficient cloud
depth and liquid-water content, the
dispersal of flares yields negligible
results — areminder that meteorology,
not technology, sets the limits.

Globally, cloud seeding has produced
mixed outcomes. China’s large-scale
operations in Xinjiang and Gansuand
Thailand’s Royal Rainmaking Project
show modest success under favourable
conditions. Yet, long-term trials in Israel
and the US, including the rigorously
controlled Israel-4 (2013-2020)
experiment, found no statistically
significant increase in rainfall. In
essence, cloud seeding remains a
probabilistic intervention, nota
guaranteed mechanism for rain-making.

Delhi’s motivation, however, is not
water augmentation but pollution
mitigation. The rationale is that rainfall
washes particulates and briefly lowers
PM2.5 levels. But even natural monsoon
rains offer only temporary relief;
emissions quickly restore baseline
pollution. Artificial rain, at best,
provides a transient respite without
addressing root causes such as vehicular
exhaust, construction dust, biomass

Developed in the 1940s,
cloud seeding is an
atmospheric technique
that enhances rainfall by
introducing particles —
typically silver iodide —
around which moisture
condenses

burning, and crop-residue fires. Hence,
the recent exercise must be viewed as a
scientific pilot, not a policy panacea. Its
effects on rainfall, air quality, and spatial
spread must be independently verified
against meteorological baselines.
Without such rigour, it risks becoming
yet another “quick-fix” experiment;
politically visible, scientifically
inconclusive, and soon forgotten.

ENVIRONMENTAL DIMENSION
Beyond efficacy, cloud seeding
introduces other considerations. The
use of silver iodide, though typically in
small concentrations, raises questions
about chemical accumulation in soil and
water bodies if used repeatedly.
Long-term environmental monitoring is
essential before large scale deployment.
Equally, there are ethical issues about
atmospheric manipulation: rainfall
triggered in one region could
hypothetically deprive neighbouring
areas of moisture, a concern sometimes
called “cloud stealing.” Although the
physical evidence for such
redistribution is weak, perceptions
matter in environmental governance.
Transparency about objectives, methods
and monitoring will be key to
maintaining public trust.

The regulatory framework for
weather modification in India remains
embryonic. While some States such as
Maharashtra and Karnataka have
experimented with cloud seeding for
drought mitigation, there is no national
policy that standardises safety
protocols, environmental assessments
or liability norms.

The Delhi pilot should therefore serve
as a prompt for the Union Ministry of
Earth Sciences and the IMD to develop a
comprehensive weather-modification
code, covering not just operational
standards but also data sharing,
chemical use, and post-operation impact
assessments.
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The challenge surrounding cloud
seeding is less scientific than political.
The spectacle of aircraft releasing flares
over a smog-laden city conveys an image
of action but risks diverting attention
from the systemic causes of Delhi’s
pollution.

Each winter, crop-residue burning
across Punjab and Haryana,
construction dust, vehicular emissions,
and thermal power generation together
trap particulate matter under stagnant
inversion layers. Artificial rain cannot
dissolve these drivers; at best, it offers
fleeting relief before pollution levels
rebound.

Experts thus warn against treating
cloud seeding as a substitute for
sustained emission control. The
resources spent on aircraft sorties, fuel,
and silver iodide flares might yield
greater dividends if directed towards
structural measures, such as supporting
farmers in residue management,
enforcing tighter vehicle-emission
norms, expanding electric public
transport, and strengthening
dust-control at construction sites. On
September 25, the Delhi government
and IIT Kanpur signed an MoU for five
cloud-seeding trials, approved earlier by
the Cabinet at a cost of ¥3.21 crore. The
first sortie on October 28 dispersed
silver-iodide salts over Burari and Karol
Bagh, marking the start of a proposed
winter-long experiment. This initiative
should be seen as a scientific pilot, nota
policy solution. Its results may be
uncertain and its effects temporary, but
if conducted transparently and
evaluated rigorously, it can still generate
valuable data. What matters is honest
communication: cloud seeding can
complement but never replace systemic
emission control and public-health
action.

The writer is Fellow - Climate Co-Adaptation Lab at
PlanAdapt, and freelance researcher

Keralaneeds to rethink its plastic policy

Ashmy Tom
Anagha Krishnan

eralahas positioned itselfas a
K key player in environmental

policy, with strict bans on
single-use plastics (SUPs) extending
even to rural markets. While
well-intentioned, these bans have
created unintentional trade-offs. The
alternatives, such as paper, cotton, and
metal, require more water, energy and
timber, thereby contributing to
deforestation and higher greenhouse
gas emissions over their life cycle.

For instance, a paper bag can emit up
to 5.5 kg of carbon dioxide, whereas a
properly recycled reusable plastic bag
emits about 1.6 kg of carbon dioxide.
Additionally, a cotton bag should be
used 50-150 times before it
outperforms SUPs.

Unfortunately, in the State, the
comprehensive ban on plastic in 2020
has made the trade-offs very evident.
Even after the ban, nearly 46 per cent of
plastic litter in 2023 originated from
already-banned items, indicating gaps

in enforcement and a lack of
behavioural change despite a robust
legal framework.

Economically, bans may result in
higher prices for small businesses that
are forced to choose more expensive
substitutes. Since many individuals are
employed in the informal recycling and
plastic manufacturing industries, job
losses are also a problem.

Instead of recycling locally, the State
currently sends a large portion of its
plastic waste to cement factories in
other States, resulting in the disposal of
about 804 tonnes of refuse-derived fuel
(RDF) every day. As a result, Kerala
loses out on opportunities for circular
economy models and becomes more
reliant on external industries.

WAYS FORWARD

Global experiences indicate that
although prohibitions may reduce
trash in public areas, they rarely
address the underlying causes of waste.
Rather, they frequently transfer the
environmental load to other products
or direct waste into streams that are

RECYCLE. Plastic waste

less obvious, such as co-incineration in
cement mills.

Past policy lessons emphasise the
value of integrated systems:
prohibitions must be accompanied by
robust infrastructure for recycling and
waste collection, as well as reasonably
priced alternatives.

Otherwise, there’s a chance they will
turn into symbolic acts instead of
permanent solutions. In contrast to
nations that solely used bans, those
that combined bans with
deposit-refund schemes, extended
producer responsibility (EPR), and
government-sponsored recycling

initiatives have had greater results.

Kerala should prioritise treating
plastics as resources rather than waste.
Itis crucial to strengthen the State’s
domestic recycling system so that the
waste may be collected, separated, and
processed locally. This gap can be filled
by funding decentralised collection
sites, modernised material recovery
facilities, and collaborations with the
informal recycling industry.

Furthermore, it is essential to
strengthen EPR to hold companies
directly accountable for the collection
and recycling of plastic packaging they
release into the market.

Households can be encouraged to
recycle plastic products by
implementing community-level
programmes, such as deposit-refund
schemes for plastic bottles. Kerala can
cut pollution, create green jobs, and
preserve natural resources by focusing
ondeveloping a circular economy.

Ashmy is an Assistant Professor and Anagha, an MA
student, at the Department of Economics, Christ
University, Bengaluru
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T ]2 3 2 5 5 EASY NOT SO EASY

! . ACROSS DOWN ACROSS DOWN

g 9 1. Of a head of state (12) 2. Line of mountains (5) 1. Take the chair with Latin version of first lady’s 2. As low and high as one can sing in the mountains (5)
8. Renew (8) 3. Rescuing (6) husband (12) 3. Except for putting something by (6)

10 9. Percussion instrument (4) 4. Hate (6) 8. Replant Avon tree to make it like new (8) 4. Hate the set-up when in debt, by the sound of it (6)

11. Large beer mug (5) 5. Separate those infected (7) 9. Leaving one out as it summons one to dinner (4) 5.So I might be behind schedule and set one apart (7)

1 12 12. A domestic (7) 6. Cheerful, free from anxiety (5-7) 11. Was Gertrude a mug to be a writer? (5) 6. The right deal perhaps if one’s not serious (5-7)
13. To banter, revile (4) 7. Written direction for 12. A ministrant might obediently sign himself so (7) 7. An order for medicine is a claim based on
15. Cup-bearer to the medicine (12) 13. Transport for a corncrake (4) long use (12)

13 14 15 gods (4) 10. Examine with impertinent 15. Cup-bearer might bloom in the southern 10. Be inquisitive with every other sporty character (3)
19. Attitude, pose (7) curiosity (3) hemisphere (4) 14.As 24 as Man is (7)

16 17 18 20. Put into circulation (5) 14. Like an island; prejudiced (7) 19. Troupe’s turned out of one’s carriage (7) 16. Amusement is not enough for the money supply (3)

22. Nonchalantly (4) 16. Merriment (3) 20. Pronounce it absolute (5) 17. A middling sort of communer with the spirits (6)

19 o 21 23. Contend, have weight, 17. Intermediate (6) 22.Yield heartlessly and in an off-hand way (4) 18. Melting of one sun is responsible for (6)
tell (8) 18. Melt-down (6) 23. To fight for a cause may tell against one (8) 21. Step by step follow the line from a recording

. . . 24. Bigoted, illiberal (6-6) 21. Avestige (5) 24. Prejudiced as the dolichocephalic may be? (6-6) instrument (5)

22 23
SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2818

24 ACROSS 1. Wallow 8. Reach 9. Old gold 11. Desolate 12. Adult 15. Nous 16. Act 17. Race 19. Stalk 21. Contrive 24. Each way 25. Resin 26. Hasten
DOWN 2. Ailed 3. Legalise 4. Wild 5. Argon 6. Gala 7. Ghee 10. Defective 12. Aunt 13. Crutches 14. Peck 18. Grind 20. Lease 21. Core 22. Nose 23. Each
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Light touch Al
regulation path

Al governance guidelines have rightly sought
to balance safety and innovation

he India Al Governance Guidelines report,

drafted by a government-appointed committee,

attempts to strike a balance between the

potential and the pitfalls of Artificial
Intelligence (Al). In the Indian context, this is
singularly important — given that unprecedented
opportunities exist alongside the possibilities of
significant harm and unforeseen risks. Al, done right,
can drive growth and inclusion, but, done wrong,
deliberately or otherwise, can deepen divisions and
exacerbate inequality.

Against this backdrop, the report advocates light-
touch regulation to encourage innovation, while
emphasising on final human oversight, to ensure that
chances of harm are maximally mitigated. It calls for
relying on existing legislation to address risks,
amending these over the medium term to fill gaps and,
enacting new laws if required over the long term. The
reportalso calls for graded liability for Al systems
where “responsibility is proportional to the function
performed, the level of risk anticipated, and the degree
to which due diligence is undertaken”. While allowing
innovation is the aim, whether such a system can be
effective —especially with both Big Tech and boutique
start-ups competing and collaborating in similar
spaces of Al development and deployment—remains
to be seen. In terms of accountability for unexpected
outcomes that cause harm despite reasonable
precautions, while the report upholds the prerogative
of sectoral regulators on enforcement strategies, it
does well to advise prevention and pre-emptive harm
control. Given the runaway impact of Al harm — there
are several examples of this from deepfakes to
entrenched biases in Al-enabled policing —the need is
to guard against this rather than to train for response.

The institutional model the report proposes for Al
governance —an overarching group with
representation from key ministries and departments,
along with several sectoral regulators — suggests a
centralised approach. While a certain degree of
uniformity in policy is perhaps desirable, given the
inter-sectoral opportunities for Al development and
deployment, the question is if this will impede Al
innovation. Itis too early to tell if a rapid paradigm shift
in technology, and its governance, can be optimally
managed so as toyield gains and curtail harm, but the
report outlines a path in earnest.

Why India needs to
empower its mayors

ohran Mamdani’s election as the mayor of New
ZYork is discussed widely because the office has

actual powers to shape policies and politics in
the world’s financial capital. In the Indian context,
the 74th Amendment to the Constitution provided for
decentralisation of powers to urban local bodies
(ULBs) as early as 1992. This should have empowered
municipalities and municipal corporations, with the
chairperson (in a municipality) and the mayor (in a
city) having substantive executive powers. That
transfer of power did not happen: The mayor
remains mostly a ceremonial figure, an ineffectual
office with real authority resting with the
bureaucracy. Kerala may be the exception, having
witnessed a political movement towards
decentralisation of powers — the mayor, not the
commissioner, is the effective authority here.

Itis time to truly empower ULBs. A first step is proper
decentralisation of powers — state governments prefer
centralisation and run cities through civil servants.
Second, the share of revenues transferred to ULBs must
beincreased. Third, city administrations must have
more autonomy in deciding taxes, user charges, cess,
and levies. Let cities compete to attract investment
through innovative taxation and raise funds for
infrastructure. Let them also build and manage public
utilities, including transport, water and power supply,
even schools. Templates decided in the state capital
limit innovation and agency. The mayor must be the
CEO and face of the city—not the commissioner or the
CM. Fourth, cities must develop their own capacities:
Decentralised planning needs local expertise.

India’s parliamentary system discourages direct
elections to executive office; parties mostly pick the
mayor from among the elected councillors. They
nominate political lightweights because the office lacks
authority and agency. That will change only if the office
is endowed with executive and financial powers. The
office will then attract people with capabilities, which
in turn can raise its profile and make urban
governance imaginative and efficient.

The first proclamation
of cultural nationalism

Vande Mataram is the
song of freedom, the
spirit of unyielding
resolve, and the first
mantra of Bharat’s
awakening

n the long and inspiring journey
of our nation’s history, there
have been many defining
moments when songs and art
became the soul of movements,
shaping collective emotion into
action. Be it the war songs of Chhat-
rapati Shivaji Maharaj’s army, the
patriotic anthems sung during the
freedom struggle, or the songs of
resistance sung by the youth during
the Emergency, songs have always
awakened collective consciousness
and unity in Bharatiya society.
Among them stands Vande Mata-
ram, Bharat’s national song, whose
story did not begin on a battlefield but
in the calm yet resolute mind of a
scholar, Bankim Chandra Chattopad-
hyay. In 1875, on the auspicious day of
Jagaddhatri Puja (Kartik Shukla Nav-
ami or Akshaya Navami), he com-
posed a hymn that would become the
eternal anthem of the nation’s free-
dom. In those sacred lines, he drew
inspiration from Bharat’s deepest civi-
lisational roots, from the Atharva
Veda’s declaration, “Mata bhumih
putro aham prithivyah” (“The earth is
my mother, and I am her son”), to the
Devi Mahatmya’s invocation of the

Divine Mother.

Bankim babu’s words were both a
prayer and a prophecy. Vande Mata-
ram was not merely a national song
or the lifeblood of the freedom move-
ment. It was Bankim Chandra’s proc-
lamation of cultural nationalism. It
reminded us that Bharat is not just a
geographical territory, but a geo-cul-
tural civilisation, united not by
boundaries drawn on a map but by
shared culture, memory, sacrifice,
valour and motherhood. This is not
merely land; it is a tirtha, a
sacred soil sanctified by
devotion and duty.

As Maharshi Aurobindo
described, Bankim was a
sage of modern Bharat who

reawakened the soul of the Amit
Shah chant travelled with the rev-

nation through his words.
His Anandamath was not
justanovel; it was a mantra
in prose that stirred a sleeping nation
to rediscover its divine strength. In
one of his letters, Bankim babu wrote,
“I shall have no objection if all my
works are lost in the Ganga; this one
hymn alone will live through eternity.
It will be a great song and will win the
hearts of the people.”

These words were prophetic. Writ-
ten during one of the darkest hours of
colonial rule, Vande Mataram became
the dawn-song of awakening, a hymn
that fused cultural pride with civilisa-
tional nationalism. Only an individual
brimming with devotion to the moth-
erland could have written such lines.

In 1896, Rabindranath Tagore set
Vande Mataram to tune and sang it at

the Calcutta Congress session, giving
the hymn its voice and immortality. It
transcended barriers of language and
region, echoing across Bharat. In
Tamil Nadu, Subramania Bharati ren-
dered it in Tamil and in Punjab, revo-
lutionaries sang it in defiance of Brit-
ishrule.

During the partition of Bengal in
1905, when rebellion swept across the
province, the British banned public
recitations of Vande Mataram. On
April 14,1906, in Barisal, thousands
defied the order. When the
police charged upon the
peaceful crowd, men and
women alike stood bleeding
on the streets, shouting
Vande Mataram in unison.

From there, this sacred

olutionaries of the Ghadar

Party to California. It echoed
in the ranks of the Azad Hind Fauj as
Netaji’s soldiers marched from Singa-
pore. It rang through the Royal Indian
Navy mutiny of 1946, when Indian
sailors hoisted the tricolour on British
warships. From Khudiram Bose to
Ashfaqulla Khan, from Chandrashe-
khar Azad to Tiruppur Kumaran, the
slogan echoed as one. It was no longer
justa song; it had become the collec-
tive voice of Bharat’s soul. Mahatma
Gandhi himself admitted that Vande
Mataram had “the magical power to
stir even the most dormant blood”. It
united liberals and revolutionaries,
scholars and soldiers alike. As
Maharshi Aurobindo declared, it was
“the mantra of Bharat’s rebirth”.
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Even today, Vande Mataram inspires our vision of a Viksit Bharat 2047, a

confident, self-reliant and resurgent Bharat. ANI

On October 26, during his Mann Ki
Baat address, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi reminded the nation of
Vande Mataram’s glorious legacy. To
mark 150 years of this immortal
hymn, the Government of India has
decided to organise nationwide pro-
grammes for a year starting Novem-
ber 7. Through these celebrations, the
full version of Vande Mataram will
resonate across the nation once again,
inspiring the youth to internalise the
idea of cultural nationalism.

As we celebrate Bharat Parv and
pay homage to Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel on his birth anniversary, we are
reminded of how Sardar’s unification
of Bharat was the living embodiment
of the spirit of Vande Mataram. This
song is not merely a remembrance of
the past but also a call to the future.
Even today, Vande Mataram inspires

our vision of a Viksit Bharat 2047, a
confident, self-reliant and resurgent
Bharat. It is the anthem of our civilisa-
tional self-belief, and it is now our
responsibility to transform that spirit
into action.

Vande Mataram is the song of free-
dom, the spirit of unyielding resolve
and the first mantra of Bharat's awak-
ening. Words born from the soul of a
nation never die; they live on, resonat-
ing through ages and generations.
This sacred chant will continue to
echo through eternity, reminding us
to view our history, our culture, our
values and our traditions through the
vision of Bharatiyata (Indianness).

Vande Mataram!

Amit Shah is Union home minister
and minister of cooperation.
The views expressed are personal

The promise of the
Navi Mumbai airport

, 11 begin with the good news. On Octo-
ber 8, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
inaugurated the new Navi Mumbai
International Airport (NMIA). The first

phase of the NMIA, built at a cost of just under
20,000 crore, is expected to be operational
from December, one year post the initial
deadline of December 2024. The initial han-
dling capacity of the solo functioning terminal
is expected to be around 20 million passen-
gers a year.

The NMIA constitutes a memorable mile-
stone for India’s aviation sector. It would not
be an overstatement to say that India’s avia-
tion sector and airlines over the years have
paid a very high price for the failure of succes-
sive Indian governments to build a much-
needed second airport in the country’s finan-
cial capital.

Back in 2005-2006, Jet Airways, which was
one of the leading airlines then headquartered
out of Mumbai, had even begun to
levy a congestion surcharge after it
estimated it was losing $6 million
every quarter on account of this.

Newer Mumbai-headquartered
airlines such as Akasa Air have been
forced to park aircraft at Bengaluru
and other locations due to the non-
availability of parking bays at Mum-
bai. Time slots for airlines are virtu-
ally impossible to come by.

Further, since Delhi and Mumbai together
account for a majority of air traffic in the
country, any delays and extra costs on these
sectors have a cascading effect on other
routes in the network, all of which adds up to
a larger toll. So, the arrival of NMIA is cer-
tainly a major cause for celebration.

Now comes the bad news. Although Navi
Mumbai was selected for its proximity not
just to the MMR but also Pune, Thane and Ali-
baug, it is expected that almost 60% of the
total traffic the airport attracts will come from
South Mumbai and the Western suburbs.
While the airport may be up and running next
month, getting to it from this and other parts
of Mumbai promises to be quite a task. As
things stand today, a random Google Maps
entry for directions from South Mumbai’s
Cuffe Parade on a weekday afternoon showed
the driving time as 100 minutes!

As readers would be aware, Mumbai is a
city of “ifs and buts”. Forever changing politi-
cal alliances and the mercurial balance of
power have defined the city, leading to a situa-
tion where infrastructure has often been built
only when something is coming apart at the

Anjuli
Bhargava

seams. So herein lies the rub: How will this
airport be viable or of interest unless passen-
gers can reach it easily?

When I had visited the airport site — then
in the construction phase (October 2023) —
the NMIA team had painted a rosy picture of
just how accessible the new airport would be.
Their assessment was based on the assump-
tion that three key projects that were then
under construction would be commissioned
before the airport is functional — the MTHL,
Bandra-Versova Sea Link, and Worli-Sewri
Connector.

Based on this, it was estimated that the dis-
tance from Cuffe Parade or Colaba, approxi-
mately 40-45 km to the NMIA through the
MTHL, will be covered in about 40-45 min-
utes.

This, however, is unlikely to happen in a
hurry. Of the three, only the MTHL is up and
running. The Bandra-Versova sea link is
expected to take at least another two
years, and the Worli-Sewri connec-
tor, yet to get started, might be sev-
eral years away. From the western
suburbs, travel to the new airport is
likely to be even more of a challenge.
As things stand, residents expect the
travel time to the NMIA to be twice
that of the existing airport and the
cost by taxi (private cars aside) to be
more than double, making it a far
less attractive proposition than the existing
airport. This will have to be factored in by air-
lines regarding the fares on offer and by the
airport regulator when setting aeronautical
charges. Any gains from non-aeronautical
revenues are likely to be some years away.

Eventually, the airport is also expected to
be accessible by a combination of train and
metro routes, all of which will be a trade-off
between time taken and cost incurred, but
residents argue that this is several years away,
as metro connectivity remains limited.
Itis also envisaged that passengers should be
able to hop onto a ferry service accessible
from Radio Club or the jetty at Colaba to
reach the Nerul/Belapur jetty, from where
they can head to the airport using a shuttle
bus or taxi in a total of approximately 50 min-
utes. If that sounds pretty ambitious, that’s
because it is!

In short, the full benefits of the much-
awaited new airport will have to wait.

Anjuli Bhargava writes about governance,
infrastructure, and the social sector.
The views expressed are personal

The NMIA constitutes a memorable milestone for India’s aviation sector.
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Competition rules help secure fair
and open competition among

financial exchanges
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India’s record positions
it for climate leadership

he impacts of the climate crisis are une-

ven, with poor and developing countries

bearing the brunt. India is one of the

most climate-impacted countries glo-
bally. According to Down to Earth, in 2024,
India experienced extreme weather events —
including floods, droughts, heat waves, rainfall
and temperature variability and glacial melt—
on 322 days. According to Germanwatch’s Cli-
mate Risk Index 2025, India has lost more than
80,000 lives and suffered more than 180 billion
dollars to extreme weather events in the last
three decades.

Despite not being a historical contributor to
the climate crisis — with per capita carbon
emissions far below the global average at the
present moment too—India’s engagement with
the climate agenda is immensely proactive.
Indian leadership is of the view that develop-
ment without climate considerations is not via-
ble. Its climate approach has been main-
streamed in the wider developmental goals for
sectors such as agriculture, water, coasts, for-
ests, energy, infrastructure, educa-
tion, and health. It has adopted ambi-
tious and meaningful climate, energy,
and adaptation goals in its Nationally
Determined Contributions (NDCs)
and Long Term Low Emission Devel-

green jobs.

Translating climate goals into practice
requires strengthening institutions, empower-
ing communities and building capacities.
Accordingly, in the last few years, India has
focused on empowering panchayats, building
and strengthening local institutions, communi-
ty-led adaptation, creating gender-sensitive
plans, promoting digitalisation, domestic man-
ufacturing, monitoring and reporting mecha-
nisms, scientific research, climate budgeting,
finance mobilisation and promoting green
entrepreneurship towards effective climate
actions.

Strong leadership, domestic achievements
and clearer understanding of climate reality
have shaped the country’s negotiating stance at
the climate summits. In the last 10 years, India
has emerged as a more confident, proactive, vis-
ible and strategic climate player.

Ithas repeatedly called upon the developed
countries to fulfil their finance, technology and
capacity development obligations to poor and
developing countries, as important
foundations for building trust, trans-
parency and integrity in the negotia-
tion processes. At COP28, it high-
lighted the importance of transpar-
ency for the loss and damage fund

opment Strategy (LTLEDS), while set- Shehzad while, at COP29, it opposed the cli-
ting a net-zero goal for 2070. In the p I mate finance deal calling it “optical
national context, this has translated oonawalla  jusion” forits inadequacy. It priori-
intoawidearray of welfareschemes, ——————— tises the need for developed coun-
programmes and missions. tries towards enabling climate
Informed by decisive leadership, finance, just transitions, decarboni-
targeted schemes, reforms and sation and adaptation in developing
meaningful multi-stakeholder coop- countries. In doing so, ithas emerged
eration, India is making rapid strides as a critical voice, especially for the
in meeting its climate and develop- - Global South.
mental g%als. Currently, it ranks Vijeta India has extended climate pro-
fourth in renewable energy installed Rattani tection measures through interna-

capacity and third in solar power

capacity globally. Its installed capac-

ity of solar energy has increased more than 41
times, from 2.82 GW in 2014 to 116.25 GW in
June 2025 while emission intensity of its gross
domestic product (GDP) has reduced by 36%
between 2005 and 2020, thus progressively
continuing decoupling of economic growth
from greenhouse gas emissions.

India is thus one of the few G20 countries
actively on track. It has even met some of its
NDC targets well ahead of time. In terms of its
developmental priorities, India has lifted 171
million people out of extreme poverty in 10
yearsand, in 2023, created approximately 1.02
million jobs in the renewable energy sector
alone. It is investing significantly in clean tech-
nology, innovation, regulated carbon pricing
ecosystem, energy transition, green building
codes, electric vehicles, energy efficiency and
storage, green hydrogen and circularity
approaches, to boost self-reliance and generate

tional announcements and collabo-

rative partnerships. At COP26, India
launched Mission LiFE (Lifestyle for Environ-
ment), for environmentally-conscious lifestyles
globally. Through initiatives such as Interna-
tional Solar Alliance, One Sun One World One
Grid, Coalition of Disaster Risk Resilient Infra-
structure, and Leadership Group for Industry
Transition (LeadIT), it has shown leadership to
create platforms that can enable exchange of
knowledge and best practices, towards meeting
Paris Agreement goals. It has pushed for ambi-
tious climate and energy goals in forums out-
side the climate summits. In view of the grow-
ing climate crisis, India seems naturally posi-
tioned to lead the climate agenda.

Shehzad Poonawalla is national spokesperson,
BJP, and Vijeta Rattani works on aspects
related to environment, climate change

and natural resource management.

The views expressed are personal
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Prioritise safety

Weaknesses in railways must be addressed quickly

A collision between a local mainline electric multiple unit (Memu) passenger
trainand a goods train near Bilaspur, Chhattisgarh, has once again put the spot-
light on India’s railway-safety preparedness. Initial investigation suggests that
the accident occurred after the passenger train passed a signal set at danger —a
reminder that human error and signalling lapses remain persistent weak points
in India’s vast network. The tragedy comes even as the Union Cabinet recently
cleared Y24,634 crore worth of multitracking projects across four states, adding
nearly 900 km of lines. Expansion, however, cannot be a substitute for safety.
While “consequential” train accidents declined from 55 in 2019-20 to 31in 2024-
25, each such mishap underscores that progress on safety is uneven. The govern-
ment has allocated about 1.16 trillion for safety-related expenditure in 2025-26,
with track renewals accounting for around one-fifth of this amount, according
to the FY26 Budget estimates. Safety expenditure as a percentage of railway
expenditure has declined from 27 per cent in FY19 to 21 per cent in FY26.

Modernisation measures, such as installing the indigenous anti-collision
system, Kavach, and the expansion of track-circuiting and electronic interlocking,
are steps in the right direction. Yet, implementation remains patchy. The Econ-
omic Survey 2024-25 noted that of the 62 pending stations identified for electronic
interlocking, only 25 were completed in FY25, leaving 37 yet to be upgraded.
Managing both heavy freight and dense passenger traffic makes the challenge
even tougher, while fatigue among the staff adds to safety risks. Nevertheless, the
Indian Railways has made encouraging technological strides. The recent collab-
oration of the railways with Dedicated Freight Corridor Corporation of India Ltd
(DFCCIL) aims to use artificial intelligence- and machine learning-based inspec-
tion of rolling stock and tracks. CCTV cameras are being installed at all level cross-
ings to prevent collision and trespassing. However, these scattered efforts need to
be brought together under a single, well-coordinated safety strategy that connects
technology, infrastructure, and human factors.

Safety demands a multipronged strategy. First, broaden the deployment of
digital signalling, and fully roll out anti-collision systems like Kavach on all high-
density and high-risk routes. Second, adopting predictive maintenance through
sensors and artificial intelligence-based surveillance can help detect and fix vul-
nerabilities before they cause accidents. Third, crew management must receive
focused attention: Better working conditions, fatigue monitoring, recruiting
additional loco pilots, and specialised training on new technologies can drasti-
cally reduce human error. Fourth, independent safety audits should be manda-
tory for every expansion or modernisation project, ensuring that signalling,
braking, and emergency systems keep pace with capacity growth. India
undoubtedly needs more tracks, faster trains, and broader connectivity. But
speed without safety is no achievement. The goal must evolve from “faster” to
“safer and faster” for every new kilometre of railway line laid. For India’s 24 mil-
lion daily passengers, trust in the railway system rests not just on efficiency or
expansion, but on the assurance that the journey ahead is safe.

The learning curve
QS rankings reflect gaps in education governance

The latest QS Asia University Rankings reflects the challenges India faces as it
seeks to position itself as the services capital of the world. The country sees its
status as a preferred location for the global capability centres of the world’s lead-
ing corporations as an indicator of its buoyant domestic intellectual capital. But
the annual rankings collated by Quacquarelli Symonds, a global higher-educa-
tion analytics firm, suggest that the country may not be able to count on this
human resource without critically reforming its higher education.

India not only lost its top place as the most represented higher-education
system to China, several of its marquee institutions saw a significant drop. This
year, 137 Indian universities entered the list, bringing the country’s total to 294.
China’s energetic and enabling policy of promoting higher technical education
can be seen in an addition of 261 institutions, making a total of 395. No Indian
institution made it to the top 10; those rankings were filled by Hong Kong,
China, and Singapore, the emerging hub of global innovation. In contrast,
India’s top-performing university was the Indian Institute of Technology
(Delhi), or IIT Delhi, which weighed in at 59, a drop of 15 places from 44 last year.
IIT Bombay dropped from 48 in 2025 to 71, and IIT Kharagpur dropped from 60
last year to 77. All the major IITs — including Madras and Kanpur — recorded
their lowest ranks since at least 2021. Of the seven institutions that figure in
India’s top 10 rankings, only Chandigarh University improved, from 120 to 109.
No Indian university is ranked in the top 100 globally, although several from
China figure among them, including Peking University at rank 14.

The irony of this poor showing is that it comes at a time when the Indian
government has introduced several reforms in higher education over the past
decade — greater governing autonomy for the IITs, relaxed norms for central
universities to raise resources, and easing the path for the entry of foreign uni-
versities. None of this has encouraged Indian students to stay at home for higher
studies. According to government data, the number of Indian students studying
abroad has touched 1.8 million this year, up from 1.3 million in 2023. This steady
surge abroad is as much a function of the limited seats available in top Indian
institutions as of the job opportunities available in these jurisdictions. These
trends point to a serious quality deficit in Indian higher education, suggesting
that both central and state universities need to pay attention to teaching stan-
dards and resources.

This is true not just for institutions focused on technical and scientific
research, which the QS ranking criteria appear to favour, but also for the arts
and humanities. The neglect of the latter cannot be downplayed. But rising
intervention in university appointments and attempts to harness curricula to
specific ideologies by central and state political administrations have steadily
undermined the integrity and quality of higher education. Increasingly, tal-
ented academics and the best students look elsewhere for opportunities for
better-resourced independent research. A neutral but enabling environment
for research, whether in the arts or sciences, is the sweet spot for which India
should be aiming.

Yes Bank: A collective win

How in saving Yes Bank, India’s financial system
reaffirmed its ability to act with purpose

The recent entry of a Japanese financial giant into
India’s banking sector through a significant
investment in Yes Bank has been widely wel-
comed. There are signs that more such overseas
investments may follow. It is being rightly cel-
ebrated as a sign of strength and resilience of the
Indian banking system.

What had probably faded away from public
memory, as it typically does, is the spectacular col-
lapse and the painful rescue of the
bank, which played out about five
years ago. This rescue was unique in
how the regulator, government, and
public and private banks worked in
perfect harmony. It kept a bank alive,
protected its depositors, and did not
defray public funds. It also culmi-
nated in the creation of conditions
that allowed significant overseas
equity to enter later. Some stories
deserve to be told again!

It was March 2020 and Covid-19
was in full flow. Yes Bank, then the
fourth-largest private bank, was in a
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competitors to invest in and rescue a rival institu-
tion was unprecedented. Yet, there was a shared
recognition that financial system stability was
paramount.

This was a system-led solution, market-
oriented in design, collective in spirit, and trans-
parent in execution. It reflected confidence in the
strength of domestic institutions and demon-
strated that the banking system could safeguard
itself  without burdening the

exchequer.

The RBI’s intervention was care-
fully balanced and well sequenced:
Liquidity support, a clear legal frame-
work, effective communication, and,
above all, the early lifting of the mora-
torium within a fortnight or so of its
imposition. That speed was vital in
preserving depositor confidence.

Retaining the Yes Bank brand
ensured continuity for its customers
employees. By mobilising
multiple banks as investors, it avoided
concentration risk and moral hazard.

grave situation. Its capital-raising
efforts had repeatedly failed, and the bank was
drowning under a mountain of non-performing
assets, compelling the regulator, the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI), to supersede the board and place
the bank under a moratorium.

Depositors faced withdrawal limits, market
confidence was fragile, and the financial system,
already coping with aftershocks from a couple of
other events, risked losing public trust. The pan-
demic made stabilising the banking system even
more complex.

Anunusual path to stability

The RBI’s Yes Bank Reconstruction Scheme was
unlike any previous resolution. Instead of merging
the troubled bank into a larger entity, which would
have meant the end of its brand and identity, a
decision was taken to preserve it. This reassured
depositors that their bank was likely to survive and
continue serving them.

Equally innovative was the composition of the
rescue team. The RBI brought together a consor-
tium of banks, led by State Bank of India (SBI), to
inject equity and restore confidence. Seven other
private banks, big and small, joined hands. For

By introducing lock-in provisions and
tax neutrality, it aligned incentives without dis-
torting market discipline.

Navigating the uncertainty

Within SBI, I recall, there was naturally a sense of
trepidation. The investment in subsidiaries and
associates was going to more than double. No one
could fully estimate the extent of the stress, or the
time and effort required to restore the bank to a
safe state. There was no clear visibility as to how
quickly or smoothly SBI would recoup such a sub-
stantial financial outlay. But there was clarity of
purpose: If State Bank of India does not step in as
the lead investor, who else would?

Executing the reconstruction within com-
pressed timelines demanded a high level of coor-
dination. It reaffirmed that when the stakes are
systemic, coming together to cooperate becomes
an institutional duty rather than an individual
choice, notwithstanding even the Covid-19-
induced social distancing.

For me personally, it was both humbling and
instructive. The then chief financial officer of SBI
was moved out to lead Yes Bank 2.0, which pitch-
forked me into the finance role at SBI after years in

retail and digital banking. As a nominee director
of SBI in the reconstructed Board of Yes Bank, my
brief was clear and demanding. It was not only to
protect SBI's investment, but to use the bank’s
digital capabilities to scale retail so the balance
sheet could be de-risked, moving away from its
large, deeply stressed corporate book.

As the head of finance in SBI, the most chal-
lenging part then was handling investor relations.
The market misread the reconstruction as an unli-
mited bailout, and SBI’s stock lost nearly half its
value. Those were long days — and longer calls,
numbers, and explanations. Seeing the stock trade
later at about three times the then 52-week high
was a moment of great satisfaction.

The turning of the page

Five years on, Yes Bank’s financial position has
strengthened, its capital buffers are healthier, and
a global bank is a strategic investor. A bank that
once struggled to raise minimum capital has suc-
cessfully completed multiple rounds of capital
augmentation by attracting investors, both old
and new.

The recent transaction is noteworthy for
another reason. None of the investing banks
incurred any losses, reflecting a resolution design
that was both commercially sensible and system-
ically sound. This outcome is significant not
merely for the balance sheets involved but for
what it says about India’s capacity to handle finan-
cial stress without panic and without public
money.

Why it is worth remembering
Technology can enhance access, but trust remains
the real currency of banking. With the benefit of
now being on this side of regulation and supervi-
sion, I can confidently say that trust in the regula-
tor, in the system, and among institutions was
what ultimately turned a moment of anxiety into
a successful exercise in collective responsibility.
That is why the recent headlines should be
read in full. They are not only about a new inves-
tor. They are also about a system that learned,
adapted, and delivered. In preserving a bank, the
system preserved something larger. It preserved
the confidence in its own ability to self-correct.
That, in my view, is the enduring legacy of the Yes
Bank rescue.
The author is deputy governor, Reserve
Bank of India. The views expressed
here are personal

It’s time to reclaim India’s digital billions

American platforms such as WhatsApp, Insta-
gram, YouTube, Facebook (Meta), and X dominate
India’s digital space, drawing hundreds of millions
of users — yet most of the economic value flows
abroad. If revenues reflected user share, Meta’s
900 million Indian users alone would represent
about $45 billion annually. Across platforms like
Google, Amazon, and Microsoft, India’s digital
engagement exceeds $100 billion in value cap-
tured overseas.

In contrast, China blocked global apps early on
and fostered homegrown giants such as Alibaba,
Tencent, Baidu, Weibo, and ByteDance, keeping the
value of its 1.4 billion users within its borders. Today,
firms like ByteDance ($155 billion) and
Alibaba ($137 billion) rival India’s lar-
gest conglomerates, including Reliance f-
and Tata in scale. Had India pursued a
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similar path instead of focusing pri-
marily on technology for governance
and inclusion, much of the revenue,
jobs, and innovation now concentrated
abroad could have strengthened India’s
own digital economy.

Beyond economics, control of user
data is now strategic power. Data
reveals social trends and political

OFF THE GRID

AJAY KUMAR

network effects of global platforms, where users
gain more value by staying, shutting out new com-
petitors. Yet the past decade has seen a turning
point — the rise of Indian-origin platforms like
Zomato, Zoho, Paytm, PhonePe, and Razorpay.
These successes signal a deeper shift: India’s digi-
tal enterprises are ready to challenge global domi-
nance and claim their place at the high table of the
digital economy. Several forces are now converg-
ing to make this transformation real.

While much attention is on India’s massive
digital base — 900 million internet users — the real
story lies ahead. Over the next decade, another 500
million Indians will come online as incomes, edu-
cation, and connectivity rise. This next
wave represents a vast untapped
market for Indian companies to cap-
ture with localised, affordable, and cul-
turally attuned solutions. As
homegrown platforms grow, they draw
in users traditionally on global plat-
forms. The shift is already visible.
Nykaa, for example, drew neo-rich,
new-gen, brand-conscious users from
global ecommerce giants.

India’s vast linguistic diversity —
once a barrier to digital adoption — is

moods, shaping markets and democ-

racies. The Cambridge Analytica scandal showed
how Facebook data could influence elections,
while Google and Amazon use data dominance to
strengthen their grip on artificial intelligence (AI)
and commerce. Even WhatsApp’s reported back-
door access for US agencies raises sovereignty con-
cerns. For India, hosting nearly a billion internet
users, ensuring sovereignty over its data is not just
an economic goal but a cornerstone of digital inde-
pendence and national security.

Unlike China’s state-controlled firewall, India
operates in an open, globally connected internet.
A “Great Firewall” model would neither suit
India’s democracy nor its millions already on
global platforms. India’s path must be to compete,
not close — by building homegrown platforms
that win users by choice through innovation,
security, and local relevance.

India’s biggest challenge lies in the powerful

now astrategic advantage. Homegrown
platforms can outpace global rivals by building
apps that natively speak to every Indian. By embed-
ding local language interfaces, and culturally
attuned content, Indian startups can unlock
untapped markets and turn linguistic depth into a
distinct competitive edge.

For years, digital dominance relied on network
effects — bigger user bases meant unbeatable plat-
forms. That logic is fading. Al now rewards learn-
ing over scale. As American economist Hal Varian
noted in 2019: Al improves through better data
and smarter models, not sheer numbers. Boston
University professor James Bessen has shown
open-source Al haslowered entry barriers for star-
tups. In this new era, advantage flows from the
depth and diversity of data and the creativity of
algorithms. With its vast, youthful, and diverse
population, India has one of the richest user data-
sets and is well-placed to leverage this shift — from

scale to intelligence, from networks to knowledge.

A few decades ago, Indian digital startups
struggled to attract the investor backing needed
for global scale. Today, homegrown companies
have proven they can innovate, scale, and compete
in a mature ecosystem. The rise of Unified Pay-
ments Interface (UPI), Aadhaar, and open network
for digital commerce (ONDC) has created a strong
foundation for entrepreneurship while robust
domestic and global capital flows fuel growth. The
conditions seem right for India to build the next
global digital platform. Its new generation is —
bold, risk-taking, and driven by ambition. Gen Z’s
confidence and creativity are fuelling a surge of
innovation, making world-class digital enterprises
from India more likely than ever.

A rising sense of Aatmanirbhar Bharat and
“vocal for local” is turning users into agents of
economic nationalism and data sovereignty. Many
now choose Indian apps to strengthen national
capability and retain value at home.

While these trends strengthen the case for
India-originated digital platforms, the govern-
ment can catalyse their growth. With over 20 mil-
lion employees, the public sector is one of the
world’s largest organised customer bases. Even
partial adoption of Indian platforms for communi-
cation, procurement, or data management could
create instant scale and credibility. The govern-
ment can drive this through incentives and pro-
curement preferences — permitted under the
World Trade Organization framework — to priori-
tise homegrown digital solutions.

India stands at an inflection point in its digital
journey — shifting from the world’s largest user
base to a major producer of digital power. National
Informatics Centre’s move to host all “gov.in”
emails and data on Zoho’s Indian servers or use of
Arattai as messenger app marks a decisive step
towards digital sovereignty. With a confident new
generation of innovators, India now has the scale
and self-belief to shape its own digital destiny
marked by creation.

The author is chairman, UPSC, and former
defence secretary of India.
The views are personal

“might not only save the world from
drug addiction, but from what he

Union of Fascists and “implicated in
plots to overthrow the UK government

gurus and their students...mirrors the
fascist ideal of the relationship

Contorting yoga with ideology

BOOK
REVIEW

CHINTAN GIRISH MODI

London-based poet, novelist, pam-
phleteer, and activist Stewart Home,
who makes “headstand paintings with
the canvas placed above him and
brushes held in his toes”, wants to “dis-
courage those thinking of taking up
modern postural practice for health
reasons from doing so”.

This mission, articulated in the
concluding chapter of his book Fascist
Yoga: Grifters, Occultists, White Supre-
macists and the New Order in Wellness,
is an unusual entry point into yoga
because it is not geared towards boost-

ing productivity, losing weight, or find-
ing a work-life balance.

Instead of trying to sell yoga as
an ancient one-stop solution to
modern woes, he urges the reader to be
sceptical of what is on offer. He writes,
“I can’t and wouldn’t want to prohibit
modern yoga. Nevertheless, if some-
one wishes to pursue a back-bending
yoga practice — or become a contor-
tionist — they should know in advance
that it may result in long-term
physical injuries.”

Mr Home examines the nexus
between yoga, fascism, White suprem-
acy and the occult in North America
and Europe from the twentieth century
right up to its heyday in the 1970s. His
statements must be understood in that
political and cultural context rather
than extrapolating them hastily to
make sense of how yoga evolved else-
where in the world, especially in India.

He believes that “most of the claims
made about modern postural practice

are at best hype, and for the most part
mythological”. It is evident that the
author is not a fan of subtle jibes and
passive-aggressive humour. He prefers
to mount a frontal attack on what he
views as “fakery”.

This assessment of yoga might
sound outlandish, especially to Indian
readers diligently doing their surya
namaskars every morning to make
their bodies strong and supple. How-
ever, the author’s work is worth engag-
ing with if one wants to grasp how yoga
has been appropriated, packaged and
sold in the West by people whose
political views seem disconnected
from the image of peace, equanimity
and wellbeing that is often associated
with the practice of yoga.

Among the exponents of “fascist
yoga”, one finds American poet Ezra
Pound who believed that yoga and
breathing techniques taught by his
teacher, Yogi Ramacharaka (American
occultist William Walker Atkinson)

perceived to be Commu-
nism”. Pound, who created
anti-Semitic radio broad-
casts supporting the Axis
powers between 1941 and
1945, also encouraged his
American mentee John
Kasper — a suspect in many
synagogue bombings — to
set up a bookshop that
hosted yoga classes.

Mr Home goes on to write
about Major J F C Fuller and
Major Francis Yeats-Brown,
who “learned the bulk of
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Fascist Yoga: Grifters,
Occultists, White

their yoga at the feet of Supremacists and the
elitist occidental occultists” ~ New Orderin Wellness
by Stewart Home

but “attempted to deceive
the public into believing
they’d learned their smarts
in India”.

These men published
books on yoga during the inter-war
years. Fuller, who was known as
“Boney” because of his admiration for
French military general Napoleon Bon-
aparte, was a member of the British
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and replace it with a puppet
Naziregime”.

Speaking of the time that
one has spent in India at the
feet of Indian masters is a
way of claiming authenticity
and credibility as yoga prac-
titioners. To this day, one
can find Americans and
Europeans travelling to
places such as Varanasi, Ris-
hikesh and Dharamsala in
large numbers to train as
yoga teachers so that they
can set up yoga studios
when they return home. It
would be unfair, however, to
label all of them phoney.
One does not need to be
Indian to be a yogi, a fact
that is reiterated by the
United Nations’ annual

observance of June 21 as the Interna-
tional Day of Yoga.

What’s more intriguing about Fuller
is his view that “the authoritarian
nature of the relationship between

between the Fiihrer and the masses”.
The guru-shishya model of mentorship
is certainly open to abuse by power-
hungry teachers. However, portraying
this model as essentially exploitative is
astretch.

One meets charlatans, televangel-
ists, and sex offenders in Mr Home’s
book. Among them is the half-Russian,
half-Swedish Eugenie Peterson aka
Indra Devi from Latvia, who was a per-
sonal trainer to Hollywood icon Greta
Garbo. Mr Home calls out Devi for
“spurious medical claims and fake
testimonials” about yoga, and her
view that “Hitler was an avatar of the
god Vishnu.”

While reading this book, one
cannot help feeling sorry for those
who fall prey to such con artists. That
said, it would be foolish to paint yoga
itself as an inherently fascist discipline
or practice.

The reviewer is a journalist, educator
and literary critic. Instagram/X:
@chintanwriting
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Happening S.I.R. WITH ZERO APPEAL, HIGHEST TURNOUT SINCE 1951, PUREST ROLL: CEC

At 65%, highest turnoutin
75 yrs. Half of Bihar votes

today

O©THE CENTREWILL LAUNCH
AYEAR-LONG nationwide com-
memoration of Vande Mataram
on Friday, marking 150 years of
the national song composed by
Bankim Chandra Chatterjee.
The event at Delhi’s Indira Gan-
dhiIndoor Stadium will see
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
release acommemorative
stamp and coin.

© THE SUPREME COURT ON
FRIDAY will hear the case
related to the management of
stray dog population. Abench
headed by Justice Vikram Nath
is likely to pass some directions
after states filed status reports
detailing their effortsin the last
three months.

© PMNARENDRA MODI begins
a two-day visit to his constit-
uency of Varanasi on Friday. He
is scheduled to flag off four new
Vande Bharat Express trains on
Saturday, which will operate on
the Varanasi-Khajuraho, Luck-
now-Saharanpur, Firozpur-Delhi
and Ernakulam-Bengaluru
routes.

Women wait to cast their votes in the first phase of the Bihar Assembly elections, outside a polling booth in Patna on Thursday. ani
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HAS BIHAR’ S
GROWTH CAUGHT
UP WITH THE
REST OF INDIA?

Bihar’s overall base of
economic activity is small,
and its growth rates can
thus flatter to deceive P 14

64.66% OF 3.75 CRORE electors cast their
votes in the 121 constituencies which went to
pollsinthe first phase of the Bihar Assembly

elections on Thursday.

Santosh Singh

& Deeptiman Tiwary
Bettiah, Munger,
Darbhanga, Gopalganj,
November 6

THE SPEED with
which the Mukhya-
mantri Mahila Rojgar
Yojana (MMRY), an-
nounced by Chief
Minister Nitish
Kumar just before the
announcementofthe
Bihar polls, has ac-
quired a moniker is
just one sign of its
popularity. The other
is the voices on the ground,
with women beneficiaries lin-
ing up behind the MMRY

DECISION

2025
BIHAR

Howthese
seats voted

BJP:32 DU
(17.24%)

(1715%) (6 67%)

(23.81%)

223 UPRV):T RID:42 Left:11 INC:8 viIP:4
(769%) (2.04%)

(6. 57%)
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Cyclesin 2006 to das-hazari this
time: Nitish banks on the mahila

scheme they have dubbed
“das-hazari (for the Rs 10,000
itentails)”.

The scheme is one of several
that Nitish Kumar has intro-
duced in histwo decades

in power for the bene-
fit of women. In 2006,
months after taking
over as CM, he started
the popular bicycle
scheme that was a
runaway success and
helped him build a
loyal base of women
supporters. The focus
on women voters is
important, given that
theytend to turn out to exercise
their franchise more than men.
In 2020, 59.69% of women

Not just PMLA, UAPA, give reason
for arrestin all offences, says SC

‘At least two hours before production in court for remand;
flows from constitutional safeguard for personal liberty’

Ananthakrishnan G
New Delhi, November 6

IN AN important judgment
with a bearing on personal lib-
erty, the Supreme Court ruled
Thursday that the requirement
of furnishing grounds of arrest
toaperson placed under arrest
will apply even to offences
under the Indian Penal Code
and Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS) and not just offences

under special statutes like the
Prevention of Money Launder-
ing Act,2002 and Unlawful Ac-
tivities (Prevention) Act, 1967.

The bench of Chief Justice
ofIndiaBR Gavai and Justice A
G Masih said, “The constitu-
tional mandate of informing
the arrestee the grounds of ar-
restis mandatoryin all offences
under all statutes including of-
fences under IPC 1860 (now
BNS 2023).”

“Therequirement of inform-
ing the arrested person the
grounds of arrest, in the light of
and under Article 22 (1) (Protec-
tion against arrest and deten-
tionin certain cases) of the Con-
stitution of India, is not a mere
formality but a mandatory
binding constitutional safe-
guard which hasbeen included
in Part III of the Constitution
underthe head of Fundamental

»CONTINUED ONPAGE2 |

voters cast their vote, while
only 54.45% of men did. The
gap was higher in 2015, with
women voters recording a
60.48% turnout while 53.32% of
men did. While Phase 1 on
Thursday saw a record 64.66%
turnout as of 8.30 pm, the
gender-wise break-up was not
available immediately.
Working in Patna, Vibha
Devi took a two-day leave to go
to her village in Nalanda to fill
a form for the Rojgar Yojana,
with Rs 10,000 deposited into
her account soon after. Of
course, she would vote for the
JD(U), she says. “Jekar khay-
bay, okre na gaybay? Na debay
vote te kodhi fut jaytay (Won’t I
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

e Bihar's Mukhyamantri
MahilaRojgar Yojana

ONE WOMAN from each family,
between ages of 18 and 60 years
and a permanent resident of
Bihar, eligible

INITIALX10,000 to be trans-
ferred into beneficiary’s bank
account, to start a self-employ-
ment venture.

BY EARLY October, this had been
done for over 1.21 cr women, next
disbursal scheduled for Nov 7.

BASED ON performance, the
beneficiary to get additional
assistance upto X 2lakh, 6
months later.

NAGPUR, PATNA, PUNE, VADODARA

CONCERNS GROW AS MARKET EXPANDS

Red flags in Govt: Can
GenAl models track
prompts of officials,

leverage citizens’ data?

Soumyarendra Barik
& Anil Sasi
New Delhi, November 6

WHAT HAPPENS when a gov-
ernment officer uploads an in-
ternal note to an Al chatbot for
a quick summary? When a po-
lice department asks an Al as-
sistant to optimise CCTVs
across acity? Orwhen a policy-
maker uses a conversational
model to draft an inter-minis-
terial brief? Can the Al system
analyse such prompts at scale,
identify the user, infer their
role, draw patterns across
queries and predict strategicin-
tent?

These questions are being
debated in sec-

EXPLAINED

The concern:
Inference, data

Generative Al platforms can
draw deeper inferences
about users from their
prompts because every
input reveals intent, tone,
preferences, and context in
real time. Besides, some Al
companies have signed dis-
tribution deals with tele-
com operators and their
free subscription is usually
linked to phone numbers.

tions of the Union EXPRESS vices with tele-
government, The > com subscrip-
Indian Expresshas eXCluSlve tions.

learnt, amid grow- Senior offi-

ing concern about the rapid
proliferation of generative Al
(GenAl) platforms in India, es-
pecially those run by foreign
firms, often bundled as free ser-

cials say the core issue is not
only data privacy butinference
risk: whether these systems can
derive sensitive insights indi-
rectly from users’ behaviour, re-

lationships, and search pat-
terns.

Two broad areas are under
discussion. First, whether
queries made by top function-
aries — senior bureaucrats, pol-
icy advisers, scientists, corpor-
ate leaders and influential
academics — could be mapped
toidentify priorities, timelines,
or weaknesses.

Second, whether anony-
mised mass usage data from
millions of Indian users could
help global firms.

One issue being discussed,
sources said, iswhether to “pro-
tect” official systems from for-
eign Al services.

“We don’t know what the
level of tracking is on these ser-
vices, and whether they are
able to identify the significance
of a user’s prompts to make in-
ferences from it. For now, the
foreign LLMs are most popular,
and there can be more safety in
running them directly on a
computer rather than on a

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

FULL REPORT ON WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

FIR filed, CM orders probe into
land deal linked to Ajit Pawar son

Alok Deshpande
& ManojMore

Mumbai, Pune, November 6

MAHARASHTRA CHIEF Min-
ister Devendra Fadnavis on
Thursday formed an inquiry
committee to probe allegations
of irregularities in a Pune land
deal, involving a company
linked to Deputy Chief Minister
Ajit Pawar’s son Parth Pawar,
saying “serious issues are
coming forward at the primary
level” regarding the transaction.

Ajit Pawar, who heads rul-

ingally NCP, denied any rolein
the deal. “I had heard some-
thing (about the deal) around
three-four months ago. I had
clearly said at that time that I
will not tolerate any wrong-
doing. I don't know what hap-
pened after that,” he said. Parth
Pawar denied any wrongdoing
on his part.
Respondingtoaquery from
The Indian Express, Fadnavis
said Additional Chief Secretary
(Revenue) Vikas Kharge “will
conductthe inquiry”. Pune Dis-
trict Collector Jitendra Dudi

said the sale deed would be
cancelled, and that the Tehsil-
dar and Sub-Registrar in charge
have been suspended.

The deal pertains to 40
acresin Mundhwa area of Pune
city, near the upmarket Kore-
gaon Park area. The Opposition
has alleged that the land, re-
portedly worth Rs 1,800 crore,
was allegedly sold to Amedea
Enterprises LLP, where Parth is
apartner along with an individ-
ual identified as Digvijay Patil,
for Rs 300 crore with a stamp

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

How many times did she vote, asked Rahul about
voter with over 200 photos onrolls; once, she says

Not my fault that my photo appears several times... told them it
should be fixed, hasn’t been done yet: Charanjeet Kaur. JAsBIRMALHI

The Indian Express tracked down 17 in Ambala village, at
least 12 with valid ID say they voted in 2024 Haryana polls

Sukhbir Siwach &
Abhimanyu Hazarika
Dhakola (Ambala), Sonipat,
November 6

CLAIMING THAT the 2024 As-
sembly elections in Haryana
had been “stolen”, Leader of
Opposition Rahul Gandhi
showed Wednesday a photo-
graph of a woman which fea-
tured 223 times on the voter list

in two booths during the polls.
“The EC needs to tell us how
many times she voted,” he said.

The EC may not have re-
sponded to Gandhi, but sitting
at her residence in Dhakola vil-
lage in Ambala district, 75-year-
old Charanjeet Kaur has an
answer: Voted just once.

The Indian Express visited
the village that suddenly finds
itselfin the spotlight after Gan-

dhi’s press conference, and
found that Charanjeet’s photo-
graph does appear alongside
the names of at least 255 voters
in booth numbers 63 and 65 in
Dhakola village, which has a
total of 2,117 registered voters.
But for many of the 255, this
isn’t breaking news.
The Indian Express tracked
17 such individuals and found
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

e PLAYERS END UP DISCOVERING NEW CITIES, DISCUSSING TOPICS FROM SOCIOLOGY TO PHILOSOPHY, MUSIC TO CHESS

At Chess World Cup, beyond the board, Grandmasters’ favourite move: A walk

Amit Kamath
Arpora (Goa), November 6

AS THE sun sets on the Goan
village of Arpora and another
day at the FIDE World Cup
ends, theroad toResortRio, the
venue where most of the
players are also staying, gets
busy. Not with vehicles, but
Grandmasters. They set off in

hours of being seated at one
place, walking has spawned its
own folklore in chess. Some
Grandmasters talk about five-
time world champion Viswana-
than Anand once ending up in
another village while he went
for a walk. It’s a fable that
makes even Anand chuckle
while dismissingit. He did add
though that whenever he

little groups, many PAGE1 played the Tata
wearing shortsand i G l Steel Chesseventin
tracksuits thatarea anchor the Dutch town of

far cry from their
usual attire of custom-fitted
suits.

Where are they headed?
Well, wherever their feet take
them.

For a sport that demands

Wijk aan Zee, he al-
ways walked ontherestdaysto
the neighbouring town of Be-
verwijk.

“Beverwijk is about 6 km
from Wijk. An hour to get there,
an hour back. Then, you also

walk inside the town itself.
There are many towns where I
walk a lot, extremely long
walks. Usually, I walk to relax,”
Anand tells The Indian Express.
“In any city that has a river-
bank, I'd go for a walk along
that, like in Paris. In many Ger-
man cities and towns, I would
take extremely long walks and
justlet my mind wander. Hope-
fully, you don’t get lost.”

Among the other top names
here and the only player towin
the World Cup twice, Levon
Aronian, too, is known to take
long walks.

“Three to four hours is nor-
mal for me. Especially after
games. At tournaments, I
usually walk with close friends

Grandmasters Levon Aronian and Maxime Vachier Lagrave take

their customary walk at the FIDE World Cup venue in Goa. AMIT KAMATH

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

like (Russian Grandmasters)
Boris Gelfand and Vladimir
Kramnik. We’d discuss every-
thing: sociology, philosophy,
music, arts. Or just chess. Just
talking, understanding things
and changing opinions. Some
of my best memories are about
discovering cities with my
friends while walking. They
don't have any purpose, these
walks. Just to see how the
people in that city live. When
you're a chess player, you're so
focused on your work that you
don't get to observe things, ob-
serve humans in their natural
lives,” says the 43-year-old
Armenian Grandmaster.

One such long walk in Goa
in 2002 during the World Jun-

ior Championship, Aronian
says, changed his life. He
spotted atemple and walked in.
There, he met a stranger and,
after a short conversation, de-
cided toturn vegetarian, a deci-
sion he’s stood by since then.
However, when world
champion D Gukesh plays in
India these days, walks are
rarer because he’s constantly
approached for selfies and
autographs. But his father Raji-
nikanth says he walks “plenty”
when abroad for tournaments.
“Ihaven’t met achess player
who doesn’t like going for a
walk,” says Tania Sachdev, the
Grandmaster who has transi-
tioned into commentary. “It’sa
healing way to get your mind

offthings. Iloved to walk before
games when I used to play. If I
am goingout for lunch, Iwould
pick a place that would require
at least 20 minutes of walking,.
Ifthere was alonger route tothe
playing venue from my hotel, I
would take that. Walks have
served every chess player in dif-
ferent ways.”

Sometimes walks are also
about having a brainwave.
Koneru Humpy says she
reached the Women’s World
Championshipin2011because
of an idea that popped up dur-
ingone such walk.

“During the 2011 Doha
Women’s Grand Prix, the day
before the final round match

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Zohran Mamdani won because he
recognised New York City’s despair. —
By Srijan Shukla
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The human spirit must
prevail over technology.
— Albert Einstein
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s Allahabad Municipal Board to
RAMNATH GOENKA : 11 h 9
New York City Hall, Nehru's arc
BEICN’%,I(J)SI’JI;Z,EEISST AREE H N ZOHRAN MAMDANT'S victory largely forgotten — when civil liberties, at the age of 34, when he waselected chair-  more than 80 per cent of prisoners were

JNU’s tradition of
debateisin the dock

INCEITSINCEPTION, JNU’s reputation as an institu-

tion of academic excellence has owed much toavibrant

culture of debate involving the university’s students,

faculty and administration. This argumentative ethos,
nurtured by internal mechanisms that encouraged the resol-
ution of disputes through dialogue, has not only been a catalyst
for JNU’s consistently creditable performance in the national
rankings for higher institutions, but is also one of the major rea-
sons for a large number of JNU students going on to become
prominent faces in political parties of all hues. Today, however,
theuniversityis ata crossroads. An investigation by this news-
paper into the growing number of court cases the university is
involved in shedslight on the fraying relationship between the
administration, faculty and students. The institution has fea-
tured in over 600 Delhi High Court cases during the tenure of
the current vice chancellor, Santishree Dhulipudi Pandit, and
her two predecessors.

That a large number of these cases pertain to protests and
free speech-related issues is disquieting. It suggests that a space
where students and faculty were once encouraged and em-
powered to ask questions and raise doubts is under siege, let
down by those whose responsibility it was to nurture it. In sev-
eral cases, the HC has called out the JNU administration for
procedural lapses. It decided in favour of studentsin atleast 19
of the 38 cases that were adjudicated during the tenure of the
current VC. Litigation had peaked under her predecessor, M
Jagadesh Kumar (2016-2022), when the university was involved
in 118 cases — 92 of them filed by students. The court offered
them reliefin 40 cases, citing violation of the principles of natu-
raljustice in atleast 15.

Litigation may have been more muted under the current
VC, but the administration has persisted with its sledgehammer
approach. The Students’ Discipline and Conduct Rules, which
came into effect in 2023, list expulsion from hostels, rustication
from the university and penalties up to Rs 20,000 — way more
than the average fee of its postgraduate courses — as punish-
ment for any protest within a 100 m radius of an academic or
administrative building on campus or even around faculty resi-
dences. One of the lawsuits pertains to aRs 6,000 fine imposed
on a student for writing graffiti on the university's walls — a
longstanding JNU tradition. In 2023, JNU adopted the motto
“Tamaso Ma Jyotirgamaya” (from darkness unto light). This
paper’sinvestigation shows that the university administrators
have much to do to enable JNU’s students to live up to this
credo of knowledge without fear.

Playing catch-up with
Chinainthe Al race

HE AI RACE is heating up, with countries across the

world drawing up ambitious plans and channelling

huge resourcesinto this space.In 2024, global private

Al investments touched $252.3 billion, as per Stan-
ford’s Artificial Intelligence Index report. The US widened its
lead over other countries, with investments touching $109.1 bil-
lion. But, despite pouringin billions of dollars, it may well turn
out that China, not the US, wins the Al race. That’swhat Nvidia
chief Jensen Huang has said in a recent interview. While fears
of Chinese dominance have been voiced since the release of
Chinese Al model DeepSeek, when the chief of the most valu-
able company in the world — Nvidia's market capitalisation
recently touched $5 trillion — whose chips form the backbone
ofthe Al ecosystem, says so, it warrants a deeper examination.

Accordingto Huang, who has earlier said that US Al models
are not significantly ahead of the Chinese models, Chinaisrac-
ingahead due tolower energy costs and looser regulations. The
massive data centres that are needed to handle Al processing
require large amounts of power. Goldman Sachs, an investment
firm, estimates that with the Al revolution gathering steam,
data centre power demand will go up by 160 per cent. This surge
in demand is already causing prices to soar in certain areas in
the US. Reportedly, the Chinese are addressing this issue by of-
fering energy subsidies that cut costs by half for large data
centres, provided they use Chinese chips. This not only helps
support their domestic chip industry, it also reduces reliance
on Nvidia’s chips, whose supply is itself facing hurdles — the
Trump administration has not allowed the firm to sell its most
advanced chip, Blackwell, to China.

On the issue of regulation, Huang has argued that the new
rules on Al by US states could result in “50 new regulations”.
The fragmented regulatory landscape in the US means that
firms will have to wrestle with varying requirements across ju-
risdictions. This could raise costs, impact innovation. AsIndia
moves towards building its own Al ecosystem — from chips to
data centres and large language models —it must keep these
issuesin mind.

Trump wants to be
Xi—oristhatajoke?

ONG BEFORE GEN Z became a victim of Instagram
envy, there were aphorisms that warned people of the
perils of jealousy — from the 10th commandment’sin-
junction against “coveting your neighbour’s house,
farm... and goods” to “comparison being the thief of joy”. As it
turns out, wanting what you can’t have isn’t something that af-
flictsjust regular people. The most powerful covet more powetr,
and elected heads of state want courtiers instead of colleagues.

At a meeting with Republican senators earlier this week,
US President Donald Trump recalled his meeting with Xi Jinp-
ing and asked his cabinet to emulate their Chinese counter-
parts. It seems that senior Chinese leaders sat formally at their
meeting in Busan and refused to speak unless allowed to. “I
want my cabinet to behave like that. I'm demanding that. I
want them sitting up like that —just nice and straight,” Trump
said. Hetookadigat V-PJ D Vance as well: “Why don’t you be-
have like that, J D? J D doesn’t behave like that. J D butts into
conversations...”

Trump's detractors, at home and abroad, might think his
jokes cut a little too close to home — he has been accused of
leaning towards authoritarianism. Perhapsit’simportant tore-
member that the grass is sometimes greener on your own side.
For Trump, even as he continues to provide fodder for comics
at home, a silent deputy and a non-existent opposition is still
a joke at best and a wish at worst, unlike in so many aspiring
superpowers. And, for all his faults, Trump did agreat job with
the punchline.

speech, two prominent references,

to Eugene V Debs and Jawaharlal

Nehru, might at first seem like dis-

crete, unconnected invocations.
One was a firebrand mobiliser; the other
rose to the heights of nation-building and
statesmanship. Debs helped create a po-
tent tradition of socialism in the United
States; he stands as one of the towering fig-
ures of decolonisation. Yet these refer-
ences are neither random nor rhetorical
flourishes. Conceptually and historically,
they are closely intertwined.

The surprising thread connecting Debs
and Nehru is Roger Baldwin, the founder
of the American Civil Liberties Union
(ACLU). Baldwin and Nehru were close
friends. Baldwin shaped many of Nehru’s
views on America and advised him on the
Congress party’s American strategy. The
two worked together in the League Against
Imperialism until Baldwin broke with it
over concerns about communist influence
— a position Nehru himself shared. Bald-
win had worked with and was deeply
aligned with Debs’s anti-imperialism and
his defence of conscientious objection.

Debs saw racism and the exclusion of
immigrants not as aberrations but as tools
of bourgeois self-interest. For him, it was
the working class — not the privileged
elite — that heralded a genuinely open
and cosmopolitan society. In contempor-
ary parlance, one might say that the cos-
mopolitanism of the city is the cosmopoli-
tanism of labour, not of capital.

Nehru himself was interested in
whether the ACLU could take up the cause
of political prisoners in India. The ideo-
logical thread connecting these figures be-
longed to a historical moment we have

anti-racism, socialism, open societies, and
decolonisation were all considered part of
a single emancipatory movement. Free-
dom and justice were indivisible.

Baldwin warned Nehru that the fight
forIndian independence would have tobe
waged on two fronts: Against “the hidden
enemy of Wall Street, backed by the
American government, and against Brit-
ain”. The former, he said, would always
seek to preserve India as a source of rev-
enue for the British Empire. Civil liberties,
in this view, were a cause of the Left — dis-
tinguishing it from communism and far
removed from today’s libertarian appro-
priation. What is so resonant about this
connection is the reminder that civil lib-
erties once meant defending even the
rights of those accused of conscientious
objection and treason. In an age when the
definition of treason has expanded to the
point that the very idea of a “political
prisoner” has lost meaning, this history
bears remembering.

History comes full circle in curious
ways. It is fitting that Amrit Singh, the
daughter of the last Nehruvian, Manmo-
han Singh, should emerge as one of the
leading lights of the ACLU. Mamdani, in
connecting Debs and Nehru, is
not deploying a freshly minted
Gen Z progressive vocabulary; he
is retrieving an older, forgotten
idiom of 20th-century politics.

Poignant moments in politics
are rare; they are easily eclipsed
by the brutalities of power. Yet
Mamdani’s invocation of Nehru
recalled a formative episode in
Nehru’s own life — his first en-
gagement with city government

Poignant moments in politics
are rare; they are easily eclipsed
by the brutalities of power. Yet
Mamdani’s invocation of
Nehrurecalled aformative
episode in Nehru’s own life —
his first engagement with
city government

man of the Allahabad Municipal Board.
This is the same age at which Mamdani
becomes mayor. At first, Nehru saw the
role as a distraction from national politics,
and he shared the perennial frustration of
city leaders: How little actual power they
possess. But he soon convinced himself
that it was within the board’s reach to
make “life more bearable, a little less pain-
ful to the inhabitants of Allahabad”.

As Mohammed Aqil’s research shows,
Nehru’s municipal priorities were, unsur-
prisingly, centered on the marginalised —
the property rights of prostitutes, ekkawa-
las, and the urban poor. It was the city that
made Nehru’s sense of India’s problems
more concrete. Transport policy became
a site of tension between providing free
rides and increasing the wages of ekkawa-
las.Ironically, given India’s later fiscal his-
tory, Nehru vehemently opposed octroi as
a regressive tax. He preferred to tax the
rich, using the employment of multiple
servants as a proxy for wealth.

Housing was central to his agenda,
and he admired the Vienna model of fi-
nancing housing for all, with higher
charges for those who could afford to pay.
He was an ardent advocate of free public
spaces and believed that cities
were the incubators of civic
ideals. Atleast during his Allaha-
bad years, Nehru saw statism as
diminishing civic virtue, while
socialism — understood as coop-
erative relations among citizens
— strengthened it.

Nehru’s time in prison made
him sympathetic to Lewis Lawes,
the warden of Sing Sing Prison in
New York, who believed that

not anti-social or inherently bad — that
better economic policy, education and
employment could empty the prisons.

Later, Nehru developed a distinct vi-
sion for India’s cosmopolitan cities such
as Bombay and Madras. He saw them as
polyglot zones whose vitality came from
linguistic and cultural diversity. His reluc-
tance about the reorganisation of states
stemmed from a fear that linguistic na-
tionalism would erode this cosmopolitan
spirit. The unapologetic celebration of
polyglotness was a quintessentially
Nehruvian hallmark.

Nehru’s relationship with American
leaders and geopolitics was often testy. Yet
the India-US relationship has always been
entwined at thelevel ofideas—through vast
movements of intellectual, political and
spiritual exchange. Itisahistory of ideational
affinities, not of ethnic showcasing. We often
recall Gandhi’s influence on American life,
but we forget Nehru’s intellectual presence,
choosing instead to participate in the lazy
condescension of posterity.

Martin Luther King Jr, who himself ac-
knowledged Nehru as an inspiration, of-
fered perhaps the most eloquent tribute to
Nehru’s enduring presence: “In all these
struggles of mankind torise to a true state
of civilisation, the towering figure of
Nehru sits unseen but felt at all the council
tables. He is missed by the world, and be-
cause he is so wanted, he is a living force
in the tremulous world of today.”

Inevitably, these threads of freedom
ended in disappointment, but what po-
tential they carried.

The writer is contributing editor,
The Indian Express

A millennial unafraid of grinning,

uncembarrassed by TikTok

N THE NIGHT Zohran Mam-

dani became mayor of New
York City, ending his victory
speech to the clarion call of
‘Dhoom Machale’, between
the screaming crowds, the words of Ja-

that “boys will be boys”. He believes that
masculinity means looking “macho”, that
protein should be consumed as powder
and that the only permissible pronouns
are alpha/male.

Then, along comes Zohran Mamdani,

Thank you, Zakir, the stadium
became anintimate space

AST SUNDAY, I went to a stand-up comedy show. I

had seen some short videos of the comedian and

i 5 somewhat liked the humour but I was certainly not

L afan.Thad been tostand-upsbefore, butinintimate
-

el | -’f

settings where one can see the expression on the
comedian’s face when he or she tells the story. The emotional

LS . waharlal Nehruand the euphoriaofapar-  who caneasily be characterised as, if I may connection is established immediately. But this was a stadium,
NIKHIL ticipatory politics, the striking visual we  be so bold as to use a Gen Z term, a “certi- SHUBHAJIT where we watched the comedian from afar on giant screens.
TANEJA were left with was of the 34-year-old fied pookie”. He’s a Millennial unafraid of Roy He began with tales of his childhood in small-town Indore:
flanked by the women in his life. grinning, unembarrassed by TikTok Goofing around with friends, where a study session would end
Zohran held handsononesidewithhis  trends, uncompromisingin his principles, upinabike ride to Bhopal — 200 km away — and back, in order
wife Rama Duwaji, who he referred toas  unabashed in his allyship, unassumingin to “freshen one’s mind”. And his relationship with his parents:
“hayati” (my life), and on the other with  his demeanour and unfiltered in his joy. His schoolteacher father was the disciplinarian and his home-
his mother, filmmaker Mira Nair, who He “simps” for his wife on Instagram, maker mother the caring one; here, he asked young people not
joked in a recent interview that she was  jokes about his failed career as a rapper to be ashamed of being “mamma’s boys”. His father was aloof
the “producer of the candidate”. His and can’t bench press 61 kg. He’s also an and distant, yet caring in his own subtle way. “Papa-log insaan
father, Mahmood Mamdani, stood beside  outspoken feminist, a trans ally, a sup- theek hote hain, bas unkilanguage kharab hoti hai (Fathers are
Rama, and all three were embraced on  porter of the Palestinian cause, a proud decent people, but their language isnot good).” When he moved
stage by Zohran. It was a heartwarming Muslim, and a politician who isn’t backed to Delhi and Mumbai to make a life for himself as a writer, his
sight: A brown, mixed-heritage, South- by the money of the oligarchy but by a father told him not to be scared of anyone: He had his back.
and African-Asian diaspora family,onthe = movement of the people. Once, while working as a copywriter in Delhi, he was asked
dais, flashing million-dollar smiles, min- Zohran’s masculinity is the antithesis of by his boss —who was unimpressed by his Father’s Day mess-
utes after Zohran thanked his parentsfor  the manosphere. It’s a masculinity of say- ages — to call his father and say “thank you” — something he
making him the man he is today. ing “my brother” over “bro”, of embracing had never done. Under duress, he did so, and his father asked,
Thisman feelslike abreath of freshair = another manbecause of shared humanity, “Yes, what happened?” He stuttered, “Papa, [ want to say some-
amidst the toxic masculinity propagated and notjustashared sense of humour. thing.” “OK, how much money do you need?” “No, Papa...Ijust
Zohran’s by the right-wing politics of the last dec- It’'samasculinity of smiles over smirks, Hisfatherwas  wanttosay thankyou.” Silence for 30 seconds. “Yes, aage?” his
mas culinity ade, ofthekind that hasled totheriseofa that shines brightest for supporters with aloof and father asked. “Nothing more, Papa,” he hung up. A few hours
) ] ) certain kind of loud, angry, fearful and similar values, and yet never looks down ) later, he saw missed calls from his father, mother, friends, girl-
is the antithesis fear-mongering man, who has weapon-  on those with dissimilar beliefs. distant, yet friend and the security guard. His father was waiting outside
of the ised the epidemic of male loneliness to ac- It’s a masculinity of vulnerability over caring in his hisapartment. “Beta, thank god you are OK. You said thank you
manosphere. cumulate personal power and wealth. vitriol, of speaking from a place of em- own subtle and disconnected the phone. I thought...”
It'sa Thisis aman who espousestheworld-  pathy rather than a position of anger. way Pa p a-lo g The comedian was Zakir Khan. When the 38-year-old per-
oo view behind Elon Musk’s declaration, “the It’s a masculinity of hope over hostil- A formed at the Indira Gandhi indoor stadium last weekend, it be-
masculinity fundamental weakness of Western civil-  ity, of compassion as coalition, resilience insaantheek  camethe biggest comedy weekend in India for asingle comedian.
of embracing isationisempathy” onTheJoeRogan Ex-  asresistance and kindness as courage. It’s hote hain, bas In August, Khan had become the first Indian comedian to per-
another man perience — incidentally the podcast he  ahealthy, gracious, positive masculinity unki language form ashow in Hindiin Madison Square Garden in New York. So,
because of gets his politics from. This isaman who because it makes space instead of taking kharab hoti hai when he said he was going on sabbatical for a few years, there was
echoes the fear of being cancelled foran  up space. a collective gasp. He quickly said he would return.
shared opinion, a fear that is based on the views As the world cheers for the politician (Fathers are Inapolarised environment, where comedians’ identity often
humanity, his multi-millionaire idols expressintheir = Zohran Mamdani, I'll be rooting for the decent people, frames and limits their comedy, where they are targeted by mobs
and not just books, podcasts, stand-up shows and manthatheis: A soft boy with values that but their and the state, where comedy often means the free use of abuse, I
hared media appearances. go hard. 1 . just want to say, “Thank you, Zakir.”
a sharcd sense This isa man who at the very least dis- anguage 1S
of humour misses Andrew Cuomo’s 13 sexual harass- The writer is co-founder not good)’ The writer is diplomatic editor, The Indian Express
ment allegations, and at most is convinced and chief, Yuvaa - shubhajit.roy@expressindia.com
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INDIAWOULD HAVE made the bombiifit had
felt the need, Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi
told newsmen in Bombay after dedicating
the 100 MW nuclear research reactor
Dhruva at the Bhabha Atomic Research
Centre. Gandhi said the country did not feel
the need for a nuclear bomb, while replying
toaquestion on the “Islamic bomb”. “When
India feels the need to go nuclear, we shall
inform the people,” Gandhi said.

Infoservice

PRESS ABUTTON, and you can watch for
suchinformation as the railways, Air India
and Indian Airlines timetables, delaysin
departures and arrivals, stock exchange
rates, sports and economic news and
general information on your TV. The new
service of Doordarshan will be inaugurated
by Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi on the
second channel of television. New equip-
ment and a “key pad” will have to be
attached to the television.

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

HOPES OF AN early breakthroughin the
longstanding border dispute between India
and China did not materialise. The sixth
round of official-level talks, when substan-
tive issues pertaining to the border were
taken up sector by sector, concluded in New
Delhiwith both sides only reiterating and
clarifying their positions in the eastern sec-
tor. A political-level discussion, on the basis
of these clarifications, might be able to
break further ground.

Raidin SriLanka

MILITANT TAMIL SEPARATISTS attacked a
village in the northeast, killing six civilians
as security forces braced for possible retali-
atory raids by militants after an armed
forces sweep in the region killed 33 of their
number, security sources said. The sources
said this was their second attack on a vil-
lage in the region in four days which caused
civilian casualties.

THE COUNTRY HAD made tremendous
progress in nuclear technology for peaceful
purposes and this was now poised for
transfer toindustry, according to Raja Ra-
manna, chairman, Atomic Energy Commis-
sion. He was addressing newsmen prior to
meeting PM Rajiv Gandhi, dedicating the
Dhruva nuclear reactor. Dhruva would not
be subjected to international inspection as
it had indigenous technology, he said.

ICMRonkillergas

THE INDIAN COUNCIL of Medical Research
(ICMR) has found some evidence of cyanide
poisoning in victims of the Bhopal gas dis-
aster but that did not rule out exposure to
methyliso-cyanate (MIC), a top ICMR offi-
cial said. “The ICMR has never stated that
MIC was not involved,” he said. He was
commenting on areportin the London Ob-
server quoting Indian scientists as saying
cyanide was responsible for the disaster.
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For New York’s mayor-elect, the hard
yards are yet to begin.

— The Guardian
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THEBEST OF BOTH SIDES

A weekly column, which offers not this-versus-that, but the best of both sides, to inform the debate

ILLUSTRATION: C R SASIKUMAR

Isit fair to compare the women’s World Cup victory to the Kapil’s Devils’ 1983 win?

For women’s cricket,
it's1978,not 1983

R

PAROMITA CHAKRABARTI

FTHE MANY reelsfloatingon
the internet after the Indian
women’s cricket team’s World
Cup victory, one features
Amanjot Kaur’s parents on
the day of the final, watching the match on
television in a room full of family. As Kaur
holds on to the catch that dismisses South
African captain Laura Wolvaardt and the
room erupts in joy, the two go quiet, their
eyes moist. Over a decade ago, Bhupinder
Singh, a carpenter, had not baulked when
his daughter declared she wanted to play
cricket. When the neighbourhood boys
wouldn’t take her because shedidn’town a
bat, he had carved her one himself.

Then there’s 22-year-old Kranti Gaud
from Madhya Pradesh’s tribal heartland of
Ghuwada, whose father led her to a cricket
academy too, brushing aside whispers
about propriety and a woman’s purpose.
Theyoungest of six siblings, Gaud’sdreams
often feltlarger than their resources. But her
family embraced them nonetheless.

Storiessuch asthese are scattered across
the breadth of this victory — a mosaic of
perseverance stitched by youngwomen and
their families who refused to stop at the
threshold of what society thought they
should be. It is tempting to compare this
triumph with that of the men’s cricket team
in 1983, as if the arc of history can only be
traced in familiar symmetry. But to group
the two moments together, or to measure
one against the other, is to misunderstand
thedifferencesinboth terrain and trajectory.

The 1983 men’s team were, by every
yardstick, outsiders. They arrived in Eng-
land asunderdogs, burdened by few expec-
tationseven at home. Kapil Dev’s men came
intotheir own in aworld where profession-
alism was embryonic, exposure meagre,
and where emotional audacity had tocom-
pensate for material scarcity. The catch that
dismissed Vivian Richards, and the improb-
able, impossible victory, rewired India’s
sporting imagination. That maiden win
built a marketplace, birthed a commercial
empire —television deals, sponsorships, ce-

lebrity status, and the eventual juggernaut
that became the Indian Premier League.
The women’s 2025 victory, in contrast,
did not arrive from the margins, even if
many of its players did. This is a team that
hashad global exposure; some have played
two World Cup finals and carry the weight
of near-misses, including the 2017 World
Cupfinal. Their successisnot afairy talebut
the culmination of years of incremental
progress. To understand that journey, one
must look not to 1983 but to 1978, the year
India’s women cricketers played their first
World Cup. Led by the trailblazing Diana
Edulji, and despite the Women’s Cricket As-
sociation of India (WCAI)’slimited support,
it was a team that shaped the course of
possibility. They travelled with borrowed
kits, paid for their own travel, persevered
through losses, gender bias, lack of infra-
structure and institutional support — the
WCAI only formally came under the BCCI
in 2006 following the ICC’s mandate.
Every generation of women playerssince
then has nudged the arc further. Each has
walked an extra mile so that the ones after
could run alittle faster. Shanta Rangaswamy
and Edulji made the sport visible. Anjum
Chopra, Mithali Raj and Jhulan Goswami
nurtured it through decades of apathy and
handed it over to Harmanpreet Kaur, Deepti
Sharma and othersto forge a resilience that
nolonger needsjustification, only direction.
The temptation to measure women’s
cricket by the same metric asthat of menis
not just lazy, it is also limiting. For women
players, progress has never been linear; it
had to be wrested inch by difficultinch. To
call2025 another1983isto flatten this story
into nostalgia, erasing the texture of stub-
born endurance. Each moment of celebra-
tionin 2025 rests on countless invisible vic-
tories that came before — and will,
hopefully, follow more frequently now: A
father shrugging off patriarchal unease; a
widowed mother standing up for a brave
new dream; a coach taking on a player be-
cause he can see only ambition and talent,
not gender; a system smoothening their
path asit does for their male counterparts.
The yardstick of men’s cricket cannot
contain this story. Theirs was a revolution
that changed the game; this one has
changed who getsto play it.

The writer is senior associate editor,
The Indian Express,
paromita.chakrabarti@expressindia.com

In both victories,
the same grit

SHOBHA PANDIT

T THE START of the

Women's World Cup, I

heard many versions of

“women can't play cricket.

Gotothekitchen and cook.”
But ever since I played my World Cup in
1978, and was told by strangers to go stand
“chulhey ke saamne”, 1 knew what would
happen next. The blood boils first, and
then turns so icy that nobody can stop
you from winning. You tell yourself that
these men only know of women working
at the stove.

On the day of the final,  heard some-
thingelse. A big fan of men’s cricket said
that they had no clue the men’s team
were playing a T20I series in Australia at
the same time. On that day, I also heard
about a top woman player, a star, whose
family faced criticism for letting her play.
By the end, we were talking about the big
endorsements she can earn. That, for me,
is the 1983 parallel with 2025.

Both teams broke ground but to those
who say it was easier for the women —
please pick up a bat, face the crowd’s
pressure while chasing a 300-plus score
against Australia, win, and then blubber.
Results speak. All of India fell in love with
cricket after Kapil Dev, and India fell for
the sport, once again, after Harmanpreet
Kaur. When we played in the 1970s and
1980s, our matches barely had any spec-
tators except in Eden Gardens. Now, not
only has the women’s team defied those
who didn’t even want them to play, it has
used this defiance to earn a world title.
Women’s cricket has changed forever. We
want players beyond Smriti Mandhana
and Harmanpreet to earn millionsin en-
dorsements — show them the money.
The fact is, nobody can ignore women's
cricket now.

Some personalities from 1983 reson-
ate with 2025. It's not just the last catch
running back, but Harmanpreet is like
Kapil — quiet, speaking only when
spoken to, with immense intelligence
and intuition. Jemimah Rodrigues is

like Sunil Gavaskar — focussed, correct
on the field, butjovial off it. Smriti's bat-
ting is elegant like Sandeep Patil’s, and
Renuka Singh is like Roger Binny. Deepti
Sharma is Mohinder “Jimmy” Amar-
nath, a fearless all-rounder. Amanjot
Kaur, like Jimmy, has a short run-up.
Richa Ghosh can be compared to Kris
Srikanth, happy-go-lucky and a bucca-
neer, but also like Virender Sehwag
from 2011.

Kapil's team faced the fastest bowlers
of the day, on challenging English
wickets. And Harmanpreet's team faced
Australia. Although the Cup was won
with teamwork, just like in 1983, the semi-
final needed a special one-woman show
from Jemimah. Sheis, incidentally, from
my school, St Joseph’s, Bandra. We Jose-
phites are known for our fighting spirit
and teamwork, and knowing what to do
in any match situation. Away from the
field, we bring the roof down with jokes
and songs, and on it, we are on our toes,
letting the fielding speak for our fitness.

Jemimah faced a lot of odds and I
know when she’s down, she speaks a lot
to Jade Joy Rodrigues, her Jack Russell
terrier. I did not move an inch after she
came out to bat against Australia in the
semi-final, and she proved to be a god-
send for India, a blessed soul who
brought the team back after three losses.
She took me right back to the 1983 feel-
ing. Like Gavaskar, she was a pillar for
the team, and held fort doggedly. But I
still get goosebumps replaying the last
Harmanpreet catch.

The difference between then and now
isthat thisteam had alot of support from
the BCCI unlike Kapil's team, from
whom nobody expected anything. Both
teams held their nerve, and the women
had to fight to restore the faith of their
fans after three losses. Both teams fought
their battles silently, and proved why
they shouldn’t be underestimated.

Like the men in the 1983 squad, the
women in the 2025 team come from all
corners of India. This diversity, fighting
spirit and assertive body language are
lovely to see. But the “zidd” they dis-
played is very Indian, very 1983. They
wanted to show that you can't give up on
Indian women.

The writer was a member
of the 1978 World Cup team
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BY DEREK O’BRIEN

Won’t you give me my flowers while 'm liv-
ing/ And let me enjoy them while I can/
Please don’t wait till 'm ready to be buried/

And then slip some lilies in my hand
—Lester Flatt & Earl Scruggs (Song from
the1960s)

FONDLY REMEMBERING FIVE advertis-
ing greats I knew and worked with.

Piyush Pandey (1955-2025) and I were
colleagues at Ogilvy from 1984 to 1991 —
he in Mumbai, I in Kolkata. Sometime in
the mid-1980s, Mani Ayer, the then ma-
naging director of Ogilvy, hand-picked 10
of us for a weekend retreat. The 10 so-
called happening kids on the block — di-
rect with the MD. Piyush was the oldest
among us. He was over 30, the rest of usin
our mid-to-late 20s.

One piece of advice Ayer gave us was
precious: “Take your work seriously, but
don’t take yourselves too seriously.” Soon

Five men who sold us dreams

after our weekend retreat, nine of us got
promotions in the two departments we
were in: Client servicing and creative. One
did not. He was gently moved out of client
servicing and given a new, odd-sounding
designation: copy chief (languages). Sweet
irony. The guy who was seemingly being
shunted around went on to become
“India’s David Ogilvy”. (Pandey, dekho kya
term create kiya tumhare liye!)

Cut to 2022. Both of us happened to be
in Goa at the same time. So, we made a
plan. Dinner at Fat Fish, Arpora. Politics
was off the menu. Starters: Nostalgia from
our eight years at Ogilvy; updating our-
selves about former colleagues. Main
course: Bringing each other up to speed
about our families. Piyush always had so
many stories to proudly share about his sib-
lings (including, of course, Ila Arun and
Prasoon Pandey). Dessert:Illness. Life. Leg-
acy. Three hoursjust flew by. That was our
last meeting.

Sumit Roy, our former colleague at
Ogilvy, has this to say: “A word about the
person who gave Piyush the platform he
needed. It was Suresh Mullick who spotted
Piyush’s ability and had him head the Lan-
guage Department. From that moment,

Piyush never turned back. Together, they
united India with Miley Sur Mera Tum-
hara. Suresh’s heart was rooted in Hindu-
stani classical music. Piyush’s heart was
rooted in Hindustan.”

Suresh Mullick (1940-2003) was the cre-
ative director at Ogilvy, who conceived the
iconic film Spread the Light of Freedom,
launched on Independence Day, 1987. The
following year, Suresh came up with
another Big Idea — Ek Sur, later renamed
Mile Sur Mera Tumhara.In Piyush’s words,
here’s what happened: “Mile Sur was the
late Suresh Mullick’s concept. So, he gave
me the opportunity to write the lyrics for
his film. He had so many top lyricists in
Mumbai to choose from, but he opted for
me. I wrote the entire song over a dozen
timestill he approved it. Then, the voice of
Pandit Bhimsen Joshi turned some ordi-
nary lyrics into magic.”

In a similar manner, the generous
Piyush gave credit toRajeev Rao. Yes, it was
Rajeev who created the memorable com-
mercials for Hutch, which featured pugs.

Rituparno Ghosh (1963-2013) was a
genius. The world fondly remembers him
as amultiple award-winning national and
international film director, who famously

directed Aishwarya Rai in Chokher Bali.
But before all that fame and glam, Ritu-
parno was in advertising. He was a cre-
ative director at Response, Kolkata, an
agency set up by the irrepressible Ram
Ray. Ritu’s office was within walking dis-
tance of mine. He would infrequently
come across during the lunch break, but
never ate amorsel. We once compared sal-
aries: A cool Rs 9,000 a month!

Pradeep Guha and Bhaskar Das were
two of my favourite rock stars of the adver-
tising/media world in Mumbai. The yarns,
the fond memories created over decades,
will run into many columns. These two
flamboyant media magicians who lived life
king-size on Mumbai’s allegorical equival-
ent of Madison Avenue were quintessential
Bengali babus at heart.

Postscript: There were other advertising
greats. The only reason they do not feature
in the list above is because I did not know
them personally: Alyque Padamsee, Sub-
has Ghosal, Gerson da Cunha... and many
more. To all of them: May you Rest In Per-
fection (RIP).

The writer is MP and leader, All India Trinamool
Congress Parliamentary Party
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150 vears on, Vande
Mataram s still nation’s
soul, evokes unity
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T IS NOT merely a phrase; it is the
eternal heartbeat of the Indian
soul, echoing through the con-
sciousness of this sacred land for
over a century and a half. It is a di-
vine mantra of national awakening, one
that illuminated a nation bound in
chains, rekindled identity amidst des-
pair, infused courage into resistance, and
ultimately gave form to freedom itself.
This song carries neither the lure of
power nor thebiasof caste, creed, or region.
It embodies the collective consciousness
of India, an awareness forged through mil-
lenniaof civilisation, culture, and spiritual
traditions. It remindsus thatanationis not
merely a geographical territory, but a liv-
ing, nurturing mother. Our reverence, de-
votion, and loyalty to her are what define
our trueidentity. ‘Vande Mataram’ reflects
theIndian philosophy oflife, where patrio-
tism is not confined to politics but mani-
fests as devotion, disci-
pline, and selfless service

to the motherland.
The creation of
‘Vande Mataram’

marked a spiritual and
cultural renaissance. At
atime when British rule
sought to suppress In-
dia’s cultural and relig-
ious consciousness,
Bankim Chandra Chat-
topadhyay infused new
life into the nation’s
spirit by weaving this
song into his novel

ILLUSTRATION: KOMAL

bodiment of civilisation, culture, and
eternal consciousness.

The 150th anniversary of “‘Vande Ma-
taram’ isa moment for reflection. Are we
truly living by the spirit that inspired
countless patriots tolay down their lives?
Have weimbued in our own conductthe
same devotion, discipline, and dedica-
tion to our motherland?

It is regrettable that today, some self-
proclaimed intellectuals question the
sanctity of ‘Vande Mataram’. At times,
they dismiss it as communal; at others,
they seek to confine its universality
within sectarian bounds. Such ten-
dencies are born of ignorance and his-
torical amnesia, and reflect not only a
disregard for national sentiment but also
agrave insult to India’s cultural unity and
spiritual heritage.

Indeed, ‘Vande Mataram’ is not a song
belonging to any onereligion, sect, or com-
munity; it is the voice of the Indian soul
itself. It is a hymn of reverence to the
motherland. That is why, on January 24,
1950, the Constituent Assembly of India
unanimously adopted ‘Vande Mataram’ as
the national song. In the words of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, “This is a song
that unites the nation with its eternal mess-
age of devotion and strength. For gener-
ations, millions of Indians
have felt an immense
surge of patriotism while
singing ‘Vande Matarany’.
Through its words, we
have envisioned a vi-
brant, glorious, and self-
confident India.”

Today, as India
strides confidently onits
path of self-reliance and
development, the inspi-
ration that guides this
journey is the same spirit
Chattopadhyayignited a
century and a half ago.

Anandamath. When Under the leadership of
the monks of Ananda- Prime Minister Modi, as
math sang ‘Vande Ma- the nation advances with
taram’, it was not mere the mantra of Ek Bharat,
praise of the land; it was Itis regrettab]e that Shreshtha Bharat,
a clarion ca.ll fo.r free- today, some self- Vande Mataram’ con-
dom. It was inspired by ) tinues to strengthen our
the Sanyasi Movement, proclalmed sense of unity. The song
the first organised ex-  intellectuals question  reminds us that India’s
pression of India’s self-  the sanctity of ‘Vande  true power lies in its di-
confldepce in the face Mataram’. At times, versity, in the harmony
of colonial rule. In 1875, . L ofitslanguages, cultures,
when Chattopadhyay they dismissitas and ways of life.

pennedthewordsSuja-  communal; at others, ‘Vande Mataram’ is
lam suphalam/ Ma- they seek toconfineits  notmerelyanexpression

layajashitalam/Sasyas-

of salutation to the

hyamalam/ Mataram, univer S.ahty within motherland;itisapledge
he awakened the slum- sectarian bounds to protect her, to make
bering soul of India. her prosperous, and to

During the 1905 Ben- uphold her pride. When

gal Partition movement, echoes of ‘Vande
Mataram’ filled schools, meetings, rallies,
and every street where the dream of free-
dom stirred. It became the final chant of
revolutionaries as they faced the gallows.
When Rabindranath Tagore sang it, the
melody became a spiritual experience. It
wove together religion and patriotism,
devotion and duty, into one sacred
stream of feeling. It inspired countless In-
dians to offer themselves in the yajna of
freedom, whose flames illuminated the
dawn of Independence.

The architects of independent India
revered ‘Vande Mataram’ as a symbol of
the nation’s soul. Today, it continues to
evoke pride, reverence, and unity
among Indians across generations. It is
timeless, transcending the boundaries
of era or geography, reflecting the divin-
ity of Bharat Mata, who is the living em-

afarmer toilsin his field, a soldier guards
the nation’s borders, a teacher shapes
young minds, or a youth brings glory
through innovation, ‘Vande Mataram’
findsitsliving expression in their actions.
The younger generation must embrace
the essence of this song, making it a part
of their daily lives. Even in this era of
rapid technological change, iflove for the
motherland and a sense of duty remain
steadfast in our hearts, “‘Vande Mataram’
will continue to resonate eternally.

This song reminds us that the
motherland is not an abstraction; it is a
living force. To revere her is among the
highest acts of life. “‘Vande Mataram’
teaches us that patriotism is not a mo-
mentary emotion;itisalifelongact of de-
votion and duty.

The writer is Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Politics of empathy

THIS REFERS to the editorial, ‘Remark-
able victory but real rest begins now’
(IE, November 6). Zohran Mamdani’s
election as New York’s mayor marks not
just a personal milestone but a gener-
ational shift in politics. His rise reflects
a growing yearning for sincerity, em-
pathy, and purpose in public life. At a
time when populism and division
dominate global discourse, Mamdani’s
campaign offered an alternative rooted
ininclusivity, fairness, and social justice
— and New York’s people responded. It
represents a clear pushback against
politics built on fear, privilege, and ex-
clusion. Yet, the true test begins now —
translating ideals into policy amid
institutional and financial challenges.
Still, Mamdani’s victory rekindles
faith that hope remains a credible
political force.

Sanjay Chopra, Mohali

Need for expertise

THIS REFERS to the article, ‘Not just dy-
nasts, look at the political parachutists’
(IE, November 6). The critique of para-

chutists is pragmatic, emphasising the
need to “touch the political grass”. How-
ever, given the scale of operations, effi-
ciency, and planned growth Indianeeds
to propel itself along the developing-
economy curve, we might have toopen
our parachutes for the professionalism
and expertise they bring, as exemplified
by the liberalisation and the nuclear
programmes led by Manmohan Singh
and A P J Abdul Kalam.

Abhinandan Bhatia, New Delhi

Dreams destroyed

THIS REFERS to the editorial ‘J&K’s
missed chance to play the game’ (IE,
November 6). The downfall of the In-
dian Heaven’s Premier League in
Jammu and Kashmir exposes a deeper
rot — how corruption and short-term
profiteering destroy the very dreams
they claim to build. For a region strug-
gling to rebuild its identity through
peace and participation, sport was a
statement that normalcy had returned.
Instead, the unpaid players and unful-
filled promises now stand as metaphors
for betrayal.

Manya Sawhney, Zirakpur
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Crisis in Sudan:
Current trigger,
old faultlines, and
the human cost
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EXPERT EXPLAINS

BY GURJIT SINGH

HISTORY WAS repeatingitselfin Sudan, the head of the
Red Cross said recently as reports of mass killings in the
Darfur region emerged last week.

Sudan was among the earliest African countries to
gainindependence from colonial rule. It participated in
thelandmark Bandung Conference in 1955 (of 29 Asian
and African nations, including India), and was Africa’s
largest country till South Sudan broke away in 2011.

On April 15,2023, Sudan was plunged into its worst
crisisin decades when violent clashes broke out between
the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF), led by General Abdel
Fattah al-Burhan, and the Rapid Support Forces (RSF), a
powerful paramilitary group under General Mohamed
Hamdan Dagalo (known as Hemedti). What began as a
power struggle between two rival generals has evolved
into abrutal civil war that has devastated the nation’s
economy, fractured its society, and triggered one of the
largest displacement crises in the world.

The staggering losses

Two years into the conflict, over 150,000 people are
reportedly dead. Thousands of children have perished
due to malnutrition; nearly 13 million people—onein
three Sudanese—have been forced from their homes. Of
these, 8.8 million are in-
ternally displaced, while
3.5 million have fled
across borders.

In August 2024, the
Famine Review Commit-
tee, anindependent ex-
pert panel, officially con-
firmed famine in parts of
Darfur, particularlyin the
Zamzam IDP camp, where
thousands are dying from
hunger and disease.

The scarcity of food,
water, fuel, and medicine
hasreached catastrophic
levels. Hospitals have

Displaced children fromel- been destroyed or aban-

Fasher at arefugee campin doned, and medical

Tawila, Darfur region. ap supplies are nearly
impossible to obtain.

Even before the war, over 3 million women and girlsin
Sudan were at risk of gender-based violence. The current
chaos has deepened their vulnerability: reports of mass
sexual violence, forced marriages, and child recruitment
have become alarmingly frequent.

The recent violence

Only a few years earlier, Sudan was at the threshold of
democratic change. The ouster of long-time dictator
Omar al-Bashirin 2019 ignited optimism that anew era
of civilian-led governance was imminent. But those
hopes collapsed after a military coup in 2021, which dis-
solved the fragile transitional government and returned
power to rival factions within the security establishment.

The SAF and RSF, allies in maintaining the coup,
turned on each other as negotiations over integration of
forces and control of key institutions broke down.

The fighting began in Khartoum, quickly spreading to
Darfur, Kordofan, and Gezira, engulfing major cities and
rural communities alike. Both sides have committed
grave human rights abuses, including airstrikes on civil-
ian neighbourhoods, ethnically targeted massacres, sex-
ual violence, and widespread looting.

Ethnic rivalries, competition for resources

The SAF-RSFrivalry is deeply rooted in Sudan’s his-
torical regional, ethnic, and economic divides. The RSF
tracesits origins to the Janjaweed militias that foughtin
the Darfur conflict of the early 2000s — armed Arab
groups mobilised by the Bashir regime against non-Arab
communities, like the Massalit, Fur, and Zaghawa. That
conflict left deep scars of ethnic mistrust, displacement,
and injustice, which the current war has reignited.

Atthe same time, Sudan’s vast geography, stretching
from the Sahel to the Red Sea, haslongbeen a site of com-
petition for arable land, water, and resources. Climate
change hasintensified these pressures. Repeated
droughts and floods have eroded livelihoods, forced pas-
toralists and farmers into confrontation, and driven mi-
gration from the countryside into contested territories.

Control over fertile land, gold mines, and Red Sea
trade routes has become a strategic prize in this war.

The RSF’s stronghold in Darfur givesit access to
lucrative gold fields and cross-border trade networks,
while the SAF controls strategic ports and central agri-
cultural zones. International actors, including regional
powers, have stakes in the outcome. The United Arab
Emirates, Egypt, and Russia (through the Wagner
Group’s remnants) have all been accused of providing
covert support toone side or the other, turning Sudan
into a proxy arena for competing interests.

Lifein conflict zones

Behind the staggering statistics lie individual stories
ofloss and resilience. In the displacement camps of
White Nile State, families surviving on meagre rations of
sorghum and lentils. Children scavenge for firewood and
water while their parents queue for hourstoreceive aid
that rarely arrives. Yet amid the destruction, Sudan’s
people show extraordinary courage: volunteers running
makeshift clinics, teachers holding classes in camps,
communities sharing food when aid doesn’t come.

Astheworld turnsits gaze elsewhere, Sudan is
becoming a prolonged humanitarian black hole, its
people forgotten amid global crises. Ending this suffer-
ingrequires sustained diplomatic engagement, humani-
tarian access, and arenewed commitment to civilian-led
governance.

GURJIT SINGH IS FORMER AMBASSADOR AND AUTHOR
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Has Bihar’s growth caught
up with the rest of India?

UDIT MISRA

AS BIHAR goes to polls, the big macroecon-
omic question is: Has the state’s growth tra-
jectory bridged the gap with the rest of the
country? Further, what happens when it is
compared with states like Maharashtra or
Punjab, where Bihar’s residents typically
migrate to in search of better lives? And
what about similarly weaker and contigu-
ous states, like Uttar Pradesh?

There are two opposite views about
Bihar. One, that it was and continues to be
a basket case when it comes to economic
development, and two, that Bihar’s image
does not do justice to its recent economic
resurgence. Where does the truth lie?

Analysing any dataset will be limited by
the choice of variables one incorporates.
Here’s an attempt to use data from the RBI’s
annual Handbook of Statistics on Indian
States to answer these queries.

Beyond the absolute economic output,
understanding the pace at which the state
is improving also matters. We have com-
pared Bihar with a selection of six states —
Maharashtra, Punjab, Kerala, Gujarat, UP
and West Bengal. The idea behind this
choiceisto capture geographical diversity,
migration trends, and the states often
bundled along with Bihar as laggards.

Total economic output

To measure the overall size of the econ-
omy, we will consider the “real Gross State
Domestic Product”, which is a metric that
removes the effect of inflation over time.
Bihar’s real GSDP has grown from Rs 2.47
lakh crore in 2011-12to Rs4.64 lakh crore in
2023-24, meaning that Bihar’s output
nearly doubled over this period.

But, more importantly, how does it
stand in relative terms? If other states grew
at faster rates, Bihar would find itself a lag-
gard. The graphic alongside shows how
much bigger the GSDP of each of the six
statesisrelative to Bihar’s GSDP in 2011-12.
Maharashtra’s GSDP was 5.18 times that of
Bihar’s. If this ratio gradually comes down,
then it implies that Bihar has not only
grown on its own but also bridged the gap
with these states.

Asthe calculation shows, in terms of the

e POLITICS

Damini Nath
New Delhi, November 6

THE 2025 BIHAR Assembly elections,
being held in two phases, are the shortest
pollsin the state in at least 20 years.

The EC takes the decision to schedule
elections —when and in how many phases
— after taking into account several factors,
including the logistics, the weather and
other elections that may be due.

Here’s alook at what goes into election
scheduling.

Whatis the present situationin
Bihar?

The EC announced the schedule on Oc-
tober 6, with polling in two phases on No-
vember 6 and November 11, and counting
of votes on November 14. The number of
phases has gone down from three in 2020,
five in 2015, six in 2010 and four in 2005.

This time, the polling isbeing held in 121
Assembly constituencies in phase one and

 How much state has grown, whereitlags behind others

Relative size of Gross State Domestic Product, over time
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West Bengal

Bihar  Punjab Kerala

Uttar Pradesh

m201-12 m2023-24

Gujarat Maharashtra

Bihar's GSDP stood at 2.47 lakh crore in 2011-12. Blue circles show how much bigger other states’ GSDPs were. For eg, Kerala’s GSDP was 1.47 times as big as
Bihar’s. Orange circles show the relative sizes in 2023-24, when Bihar’s GSDP was Rs 4.64 lakh. Kerala’s GSDP was now 1.37 times bigger than Bihar’s.

PER CAPITAINCOME INCREASE
INABSOLUTE TERMS (BIHAR)

20112 | 721,750

2023-24

Sizevs Bihar (number of times)

| STATES | 2011112 | 2023-24 |
'Kerala 45 | 503 |
| Maharashtra . 458 509 |
' Punjab 3.93 404 |
\UttarPradesh = 147 158

| West Bengal | 237 | 247 |
Gujarat 402 | 566* |

Source: RBI, Indian Express research, *data until 2022-23

" BIHAR'S |
REAL GSDP

(inRsLakh crore)

4.65

247

201 2023
-12 -24
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VALUE ADDED BY MANUFACTURING
TOBIHAR’S ECONOMIC OUTPUT

201112 | <12.68.069 lakh

2023-24 %31,10,966 lakh

Sizevs Bihar (number of times)

STATES | 201112 | 2023-24
'Kerala | 237 | 185
' Maharashtra | 1631 | 10.32
' Punjab | 232 | 173
' Uttar Pradesh | 546 | 53
West Bengal | 456 | 446
Gujarat | 8.82 1n.41*

total economic output, Bihar did bridge the
gap with a few states. The biggest improve-
ment was relative to West Bengal.

With Punjab and Maharashtra, Bihar
largely maintained the same size difference
over the years, whereas the gap increased
with UP and Gujarat, driven by these states
substantially increasing their own output.

In Gujarat’s case, its total economic out-
put was less than 2.5 times Bihar’s in 2011-
12, but over the next 12 years, it was over
three times Bihar’s output.

Per capita economic output

The next key variable is the average
economic output in these states and how
Bihar’s growth performed relative to them.
Here, the “real Net State Domestic Product”
was considered.

The table alongside on per capita in-
come again shows how per capita output
hasincreased in absolute terms — Rs 21,750
to Rs 32,174. But did Bihar bridge the gap
with the rest of the states? No.

Asthe calculations show, in terms of per
capita output, Bihar’s growth was not fast
enough, and the gap between Bihar and the
rest of these states actually widened, evi-
denced by the increasing ratios.

=y 551

Votersin queue at a polling station during
the first phase of the Bihar Assembly
elections, in Patna on Thursday. r1i

122 seats in phase two. The EC has also in-
creased the number of security personnel
deployed.

How does the EC schedule elections?
As per the Constitution, the Lok Sabha

Un-bear-able: Why Japan had to call
in troops to tackle rising bear attacks

Weather, security threats: Facto

Key Points

There are two
opposite views
about Bihar. One,
that it was and
continuestobea
basket case when
itcomes to
economic
development.

Two, that Bihar’s
image does not
dojusticetoits

recent economic

resurgence.
Where does the
truth lie?

Shortest polls
in20years

® In Bihar, the
number of phases
has gone down from
threein 2020, fivein
2015, sixin2010 and
fourin2005.

®The first phase of
polling was on No-
vember 6. The nextis
on November 11, and
the counting of votes
ison November 14.

1 2 THINGS TO KNOW

Kerala, which has recently declared
itself as the first state in India to be free of
extreme poverty, is a good example. Even
though Bihar’s overall economic output
bridged the gap with Kerala, in terms of per
capita output, the gulf between them
widened.

In2011-12, Kerala’s per capita economic
output was 4.5 times that of Bihar’s, but 12
years later, it was more than S times that of
Bihar.

In other words, an average Bihar resi-
dent is worse off (compared with residents
in any of these states) in 2023-24 relative to
where they stood in 2011-12.

Apart from the overall increase in econ-
omic output, a key underlying factor affect-
ing per capita data is the increase in popu-
lation, since the indicator captures
averages. Accordingto the population pro-
jections for the delayed 2021 Census, when
compared with 2011 data, Kerala’s popula-
tion likely grew by just 6.2% over this dec-
ade, while Bihar’s grew by 18.2%.

But how did UP, which has a larger
population base than Bihar, buck the trend
and pip Bihar on per capita income? Be-
cause even UP’s population likely grew by
around 15.6%.

and Vidhan Sabhas have a five-year term,
so the elections to elect a new legislature
should be completed before the end of
that term.

With the date of the end of the term
available five yearsin advance, the EC starts
preparing for the elections well ahead.

Ittakesinto account any other elections
that are due at the same time, so that they
may be clubbed. It also considers weather
conditions, for example peak winter and
snowfall in the northern states, or the mon-
soon, which makes some areas difficult
toaccess.

Festivals, the agricultural cycle, holi-
days, are all kept in consideration, so are
school examinations, as polling parties at
booths are generally made up of local
school teachers.

One of the most important factors the
EC considers is the number of security
forces needed to deliver a violence-free
election. In the case of states affected by
Left-Wing Extremism or other security

Bihar’s overall base of economic
activity is small, and its growth
rates can thus flatter to deceive.
Other states’ data provide context

Manufacturing sector’s output

Boosting the contribution of the manu-
facturing sector in any region’s economic
output has been a concern for all policy-
makers, because a fast-growing manufac-
turing sector often provides the best chance
to create lots of jobs for the local
population.

The table on manufacturing sees the
real (after removing the effect of inflation)
value added by the manufacturing sector
to the state’s economic output, with the
“real Net State Value Added” as a metric.

In 2011-12, Bihar’s manufacturing sector
value-added Rs 12,681 crore and by 2023-
24, itgrewtoRs 31,110 crore. By themselves,
however, the numbers arejust a fraction of
the values of more prosperous states.

In Maharashtra, for instance, manufac-
turing value added in 2011-12 was Rs 2.06
lakh crore.

The key question again is: Did Bihar
bridge the gap with the others? On this
count, Bihar doesuncharacteristically well.
As the table shows, Bihar seems to have
bridged the gap with every state in this se-
lection, barring Gujarat. For instance, Ma-
harashtra’s manufacturing value-added in
2011-12 was 16.3 times that of Bihar’s. By
2023-24, it was just 10.32 times.

In fact, apart from Gujarat, only three
other large states widened the gap relative
to Bihar — Haryana, Himachal Pradesh
and Odisha.

Doesthat mean Bihar’s manufacturing
sector has been booming, albeit at a lower
scale? If so, why? The fact is that manufac-
turing value-added has struggled to grow
in most states over this period. In Maha-
rashtra, for instance, the value-added by
the manufacturing sector was Rs 3.28 lakh
crore in 2017-18, but since then it has regis-
tered asignificant decline, and by 2023-24,
its value-added stood at Rs 3.21 lakh crore
— alevelit had first hitin 2016-17.

Upshot

When seeninisolation, Bihar can often
seem to be registering high economic
growth rates. As shown in this analysis, a
lot is owed to its low base of economic ac-
tivity, and even then, it is still possible for
Bihar to fail to bridge the gap with other
states.

Even when Bihar seems to do very well
relative to other states — for instance,
manufacturing value added — data could
prove to be misleading. It may be pointing
to a sharp deceleration in other states in-
stead of Bihar catching up with them.

rs that decide number of polling phases

concerns, more security personnel are
needed, leading to the polling being split
into more phases.

Why is this Bihar election short?

In the case of Bihar, no other state is
going to polls at this time.

When asked why this election is shortet,
Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar said on October 6: “Voter aware-
ness, availability of CAPFs (Central Armed
Police Forces), the assessment of law and
order and the enhancement in the capacity
of the EC and its officials — looking at all
these factors, it was felt appropriate to con-
duct the elections in two phases.”

The scheduling of the Bihar polls had
become controversial in1995, in the tenure
of then Chief Election Commissioner T N
Seshan. Seshan took on the task of cleaning
up the polling process at a time violence
and allegations of booth-capturing were
prevalent. He postponed the elections four
times due to clashes breaking out.

Moviemakers move Kerala HC: What

censor board considers to suggest cuts

WITH 12 DEATHS native to other forest THE KERALA High b : The Act permits
reported across areas. Forests are Courtishearinga peti- theboard torequest
more than 100 bear- alsoplentifulin tion by the makers of changesbefore
related attacksin Japan. Despite the Malayalam movie | | issuinga certificate,
Japan since April, industrialisation, Haal, over the Central - guided by the consti-
the governmenton forestsstill cover Board of Film Certifi- . " tutional limitson
Wednesday around 67% of the cation’s (CBFC) deci- b ) speech and
deployed soldiers of total area.Onerea- siontograntitan “A” 0 K; A\ \ expression as funda-
the Self-Defense sonisthetopography certificate along with | \ fﬁ mental rights.
Forces (SDF)inthe — mountainsand mandatory cuts. ' ~-ii!=.\' 1 Changes maybe
northern city of Ka- hills occupy more The petitioners say DR T soughtifthe film
zuno to trap the ani- than 70% oftheland. the Board’s directions meets the “reasonable
mals. The move Japan Self-Defense Forces personnel set up a Historically, “fully tamper (with) The Malayalam movie Haal deals with restrictions” under
comes afterarecord  boxtrap to capture bearsin Kazuno. Ap specialised hunters the movie.” issues like interfaith relationships. imbs Article19(2) of the
number of bear were engaged to trap The film deals with Constitution.

sightings and attacks on humansin
the countryin recentyears, with
Kazuno Mayor Shinji Sasamoto
telling Reuters that townspeople
“feel the danger every day”.
What’sbehind therisingtensions
over the animals? It’s not that bears are
unknown to Japan. Brown bears (Ursus
arctos) are observed frequently in Hok-
kaido, the northernmost of the four
mainJapanese islands, while Black
bears (Selenarctos thibetanus) are

and Kkill bears, who were then coveted

{ WILDLIFE}

epaper.indfanexpress.enm.- .

for their fur or as asource of ingredi-
ents for medicinal products. Oflate,
however, the dangerous professionis
not finding many takers. Larger shifts,
such as climate change impacting the
growth of food sources, and Japan’s
high rural-to-urban migration, are
also making bears venture beyond
their earlier range to more villages,
increasingthe chances of man-animal
conflict. ENS

issueslike policinginterfaith relation-
ships. The petitioner argues that

the edits sought by the board,

such asblurringthe name ofa
Christian college and altering

scenes linked to religious identity,
strip meaning from those themes.

The Cinematograph Act, 1952,
which created the CBFC, authorised it
to examine films before release. It
does sobased on the suitability for dif-
ferent audiences.

{Law }

The CBFC also works within execu-
tive guidelines issued by the Cen-
tral government, giving it room for
abroader publicinterestlens that
isoften interpreted through con-

cerns over religious sensibilities, law
and order risks, or portrayal of institu-
tions such asthe police. The
filmmakers in Haal argue that this
elasticity has stretched far beyond
what the statute envisages.

AMAAL SHEIKH
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Clear the air

There are no quick-fix solutions to pollution in Delhi
as the failed cloud seeding experiments have shown

LOUD SEEDING WAS never meant tobeasilverbullet tosolve the

veryserious problem of air pollution in Delhi,whereindiceswere

recorded in the “poor” category on Thursday and are expected to

deteriorate further. But the failure of cloud seeding trials to pro-
duceany precipitation in the capital lastweekwas disappointing.These first
attempts have nothad anymeaningfulimpact.The Delhi government stalled
the trials saying they would be carried out again, indicating that such
attempts could be fruitfulwhen the moisture contentin the cloudsis higher.
However,a study by Indian Institute of Technology Delhi suggests that isan
illusory goal, as it found the city’s winter season (October to February) to be
unsuitable for cloud seeding. The study cited “a fundamental lack of suffi-
cient moisture and saturation during the peak pollution months when the
intervention is most needed”. The analysis,which is yet to be peer reviewed,
used data from 2011-21 to identify only 92 days over the decade as con-
ducive for the purpose.

The practicability of cloud seeding itself is in doubt,letalone any positive
impact.Lastyear,the Union environment ministryhad told Parliament that
itwasinfeasibleasan emergency step toimprove Delhi’s air quality.Accord-
ingtoitsassessment,clouds over North India duringwinterare transitoryand
already causerain,and that besides the absence of requisite cloud conditions
in Delhi, there was a possibility of dry air beneath clouds evaporating any
precipitation before it reaches the ground. It also raised concerns about the
chemicals (such assilveriodide and sodium chloride) used for seeding clouds.
Cloud seeding or artificial rain is not a new phenomenon. Although using it
to combat air pollution is a relatively new idea, most cities globally that
adopted it have abandoned the practice. Its use is almost exclusively for
drought relief, that too during rainy seasons.

The Bharatiya Janata Party-ruled Delhi government’s first budget
announced in March had seenanallocation of X300 crore for pollution con-
trol.Although,at about %3 crore, the failed cloud seeding trials maynot be a
major item of expenditure, the government would be better advised to
rethink the allocation.The previous Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) government in
Delhi had toyed with the idea of cloud seeding two years ago, but couldn’t
execute it due to unfriendly weather. The Delhi government should heed
expertopinionand approach the problemwith greater seriousness; pollution
levels are frighteningly high and this is a public health emergency. Be it the
AAPgovernment’sodd-even scheme forvehiclesintroduced nearlyadecade
ago,andwhich toowasafailed experiment,ora propensity toblame stubble-
burning in neighbouring states, the political authorities in the capital have
timeandagainresorted to gimmicks and passing the buck.To make matters
worse, even as air quality plummeted predictably on Diwali with the relax-
ation of the cracker ban, reports of negligence at monitoring stations and
suspect sensors haveled toallegations of fudged pollution data.Any neglect
or cover-upis suicidal.

What is desperately needed is a coordinated approach among all states
in the region. This would warrant steps to curb biomass burning in indus-
tries and households, stubble-burning by farmers, industrial and vehicu-
lar pollution, and construction and road dust, besides promoting public
transport.Theseare thelong-term changes that theadministration should
push and people across strata must buy into. There are no quick-fix solu-
tions like cloud seeding.

Al bubble has sucked in
France and Germany, too

IF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE is indeed a bubble, it’s been inflating a lot of compa-
niesin placeswell beyond the tech-broheartlands of the US.Europe mightbean Al lag-
gard, but some of its grand old industrial names have been riding the boom as mer-
rily as an Nvidia Corp. shareholder (at least before this week’s so far minor market
correction.)

The Al race for virtual godhood has been running into human-scale bottlenecks
suchasland,labour,and electricity.And Europe’s unsexy industrial championsinclud-
ing France’s Legrand and Schneider Electric (both founded in the 1800s) have been
eagerly offering the picks and shovels for the data-centre gold rush.Think serverracks,
heat-dissipating coolers,power-management tools,and all the other stuff that’s essen-
tial to a spending splurge that might add up to $7 trillion by 2030.Along with Ger-
many’s Siemens and Switzerland’s ABB, Europe hasits own “Data Centre Four”,which
isbeing pump primed by the Magnificent Seven.

Even the drag of Donald Trump’s tariffs hasn’t stopped the shares of Legrand—
based in central France—from outperforming Nvidia’sin 2025.Acenturyon from Le-
grand’s pivot to electricity,when it crafted light switches from porcelain, it getsabout
afifth of its revenue from kit such as rear-door heat exchangers used to cool servers.
Most of itis sold to Alphabet,Amazon.com,and other Big Tech hyperscalers.

None of this is glamorous. But it’s critical when you’re training large-language
models, which can gobble up more than 10 times the energy traditionally used by
data centres,according to Bloomberg Intelligence’s Omid Vaziri.

It’s part of what venture-capital firm Air Street Capital calls AI’s “industrial era”,
with pharaonic projectsbeing unveiled at pace and power supply emergingasa chief
constraint. The market for data-centre infrastructure in-
creased by 18% in the second quarter of this year, to $8.9
billion, according to Dell’Oro analyst Alex Cordovil. And he
expects strong growth through 202 6.European companies’
earnings calls are now peppered with Al references. The
availability of equipment like Siemens Energy’s turbines for
natural-gas plantsisbeing strained by Al demand.

Buthowlongwill the good times roll? Bill Ford of invest-
ment firm General Atlanticwarns of “irrational exuberance”
and Big Tech earnings are failing to dispel fears of a pro-
longed correction. Legrand and ABB are trading at histori-
callylofty enterprise values of 20 times underlying earnin-
gs—giddyheightsinwhatwas oncea comparatively unloved
stock-market corner.Riskabounds.Al spending maybe cur-
tailed by diminishing returns. European suppliers’ own ability to maintain a com-
petitive edge mayfade.Giant,energy-sucking data centres mayencounterlocal oppo-
sition.Theireconomicvalueis uncertainand theirimpact on powerbills can be heavy.

There’s no airbrushing the carnage that would follow a tech-company market
meltdown.Yet thereare some safety nets for European industrials.Aslowdown in new
data centres shouldn’t lessen the need to retrofit existing ones. Investment in these
vast sites might even shift from the US to Europe,whose $183-billion construction
pipeline isahead of Northeast Asia’s $79 billion.And these companies aren’t entirely
inhock to data-centre mania. They’re plugged in more broadly to the real-estate and
electrification business.While Europe’s real economyisn’t going gangbusters, there’s
scope forthe continent’sleaders to invest more in infrastructure as they try to jump-
start growth to counter therise of the far right.All it needs is political will.

An equallyimportant question is if Europe’s companies will be as adept at adopt-
ingAlastheyareat supplyingits builders.European Union figures suggest only 13.5%
of its companies used Al tools last year.In aregion struggling with declining birth ra-
tesand productivity,improving thisnumber could bea game changer.Investmentin
telecomsand technologyhelped drive France’s knockout growth in the third quarter.

“France doesn’t have oil but it does have ideas,” was a notion voiced during the
1970s oil shock. Europe still doesn’t have much of the black stuff but it does have data.
Itsfuturemaydepend on puttingit to good use.Selling picksand shovelsis respectable
business,butalittle gold wouldn’t hurt.

LIONEL
LAURENT

Bloomberg

Opinion

NDIA'S LATEST GOODS and ser-
vices tax (GST) cuts arrived with
the FM waving a fiscal wand to
makewallets openand consumpt-
ionbloom.The government’snew
playbook reads like a cheerful fable: trim
taxes,and citizens will splurge,and facto-
ries will hum long enough, and GDP will
sing.Thelogicis impeccable—on paper.

Beneath thisappealing narrativeliesa
deeper structural risk. A growth strategy
powered primarily by consumptionrather
than investment, productivity, or exports
risks exhausting itself long before Viksit
Bharat goals.In its eagerness to celebrate
a“consumption boom”, India may be un-
dermining the very foundations of sus-
tainable growth.

Over 60% of India’s GDPalready com-
es from private consumption, compared
tolessthan 40%in China duringits high-
growth decades.The GSTreductionshave
lowered thetaxburden,and theretail data
from the festive season hasshownasurge
in sales,which the government touts as
proof that the policy is working. But the
critical question is not whether we are
buying more, but if we are producing
more of whatwe buy.

The answer,alarmingly, points the ot-
herway.India’s merchandise trade deficit
forApril-September FY26 exceeded $154
billion,with $54 billion of thatimbalance
coming from China. This indicates much
of the new consumer demand is being
met by imports, not domestic manufact-
uring.In otherwords,our celebrated cons-
umption boom maybe enriching our tra-
ding partners rather than our producers.

Historypoints to caution.The Bank for
International Settlements found that
consumption-led expansions tend to be
shallow and short-lived in comparison to
investment- and export-led growth. Yes,
consumption increases demand today
and is—with elections around the cor-
ner—a favourite strategy for the ruling
party,but doesn’t build the capacity for
production tomorrow. When growth de-
pendstoo much on consumption,imports
increase, investment slows, productivity
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GROWTH STRATEGY
IN CELEBRATING A 'CONSUMPTION BOOM', INDIA MAY BE UNDERMINING FOUNDATIONS OF A SUSTAINABLE MODEL

The great growth illusion

M MUNEER

Fortune-500 advisor, start-up investor and Co-founder,
Medici Institute for Innovation X: @MuneerMuh

tanks,and fiscal balance deteriorates.
The post-2010 China experience is
instructive.As they sought to“rebalance”
toward domestic consumption, invest-
ment growth slowed and productivity
decelerated. While household spending
provided short-term stability, the econ-
omy struggled to sustain its earlier dy-
namism.Even foramanufacturingbehe-
moth, consumption-led growth cannot
substitute for continuous investment in
productive capacity. For us, with lagging
manufacturing and increasing depen-
dencyonimports,therisksarefargreater.
GST cuts lead to lower

ago. Some economists claim that boom-
ing domestic demand will “power India’s
manufacturing future”. It’s a comforting
narrative, but not yet borne out by data.
Manufacturing still struggles with deep-
rooted bottlenecks,including tangled su-
pplychains,skill gaps,and regulatory drag.
Without structural reform,consumption
willenrich importers,not producers,while
inflation quietly erodes the gains.

The much-publicised “Make-in-India”
dreams require more than buoyant dom-
esticdemand.Chinaand South Korea did-
n’t rely on domestic consumption.What’s

needed is confidence in the

government revenues,whi- m———ss————— market for institutional in-

chmeans fewerfunds forin- The smarter path vestments,innovation eco-
frastructure,education,and . t to aband systems,and global compe-
R&D,all critical for the Viksit Isnhottoa ap on titiveness.Essentially,stable
Bharat goals of 2047.1t is consumption taxation, solid supply chain

highly uncertain in today’s
tariff-ridden geopolitics
whether sharp acceleration
of the economywill happen

stimulus but to
anchor it in supply-
side strategy

infrastructure, affordable
credit, energy reliability,
skilled labour,and predicta-
bleregulation.Atemporary

tooffsettherevenueloss.In "EEEEE———————— consumption boom does

suchascenario,fiscal deficit
willimpact transformative initiatives.

The real risk is structural, not econo-
mic.Aconsumption-driven model tempts
firms to chase easy demand instead of
investing in innovation and long-term
competitiveness.When spending surges,
they will resort to importing rather than
building capacity, feeding a loop of rising
imports,weakinvestment,and shrinking
productivity—an earlyversion of the mid-
dle-income trap.

Proponents of consumption-first gro-
wth say India’s vast middle-class market
isits ace card in a protectionist world—a
blundermany MNCs had believed inyears

little tobuild these.

Now comes the generational dimen-
sion.The famed demographicdividend of
a youthful workforce will yield returns
onlyif new, productive jobs are created in
manufacturing and technology, not in
inhumane g-com delivery. A consump-
tion-centriceconomytendstocreateem-
ployment in retail and services which are
low in productivity. Without a manufac-
turing surge, the demographic dividend
could quicklyturnintoademographiclia-
bility, with millions stuck in low-wage,
high-riskwork.

Economies that relied on consumpt-
ion without matching investment have

@ SELF-SUFFICIENCY

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman

Atmanirbharta is not isolationism, but resilient
interdependence—capable of meeting domestic
needs while integrating with global value chains

seen diminishing returns. Many oil-rich
Gulf countries discovered that using pub-
licwealth tofuel consumption ratherthan
diversification left them exposed to shoc-
kswhen oil prices fell. Onlywhen theybeg-
an channellingresourcesintomanufactu-
ring, logistics,and knowledge industries
did their growth stabilise.The governme-
nt,atthisjuncture,mustheed thatlesson.

Tobe clear,consumptionisvital toeco-
nomic dynamism; no economy grows
with austerity alone. But it must be the
result of productivity gains and invest-
ment, not their substitute. The govern-
ment’sinstincttoboost demandisunder-
standable,especiallyinaglobal slowdown.
But without infrastructure investment,
industrial policy,and value-chain inte-
gration, it is highly unlikely that India’s
structural ascent will not be stalled.

The smarter path is not to abandon
consumption stimulusbuttoanchoritin
supply-side strategy. GST cuts should be
targeted toward sectors where domestic
manufacturing can scale: textiles, auto
components, renewable energy equipm-
ent,and consumer electronics under pro-
duction-linked incentive schemes. Every
rupee of foregone taxshould beseenasan
investment in domesticvalue addition.

Wehave a narrowwindow of opportu-
nity. Global supply chains are realigning
away from China; new technologies are
reshaping manufacturing; and its young
workforce is poised to drive productivity
fordecades.Squandering thismomenton
a consumption sugar high would be a
strategic mishap. The test of policy wis-
dom lies in how much more productive
the nationbecomesintheyearsahead,not
inhowmuch Indians consume.

India’s growth story can’t run on shop-
ping carts and 10-minute deliveries. It
mustrunonfactories,skills,andideas—the
true enginesof progress.Consumption can
dazzle for a season, but production end-
ures.A GST cut may thrill the media, but if
itdoesn’tempower producersit’slike pain-
ting a rusting car and calling it new. The
true test of policywisdom isn’thowmuch
India buys,but how much it builds.

Embrace biostimulants as a green solution

FEW IMAGES CAPTURE the spirit of
Green Revolution more vividly than the
sight of sacks of chemical fertiliser stacked
ona farmer’s porch, symbols of hope that
once promised to transform India’s food
security overnight. The sacks represent
thedramaticshiftinagricultural practices
starting in the 1960s,when modern in-
putslike high-yield seeds,mechanisation,
irrigation, and synthetic fertilisers rep-
laced traditional farming methods. Yet,
behind this promise liesacomplex legacy
of both miraculous productivity gainsand
emerging environmental and economic
challenges. The chemicals that rescued
India from famine in the 20th century
nowposeathreat.Fertiliser use has topped
a national average of 139.81 kg/hectare
(ha) and risen as high as 247.61 kg/ha in
states like Punjab. The resulting bounty
hides mounting costs, bills, declining soil
health, water contamination, and biodi-
versityloss forsmallholders.Today,nearly
one-fifth of India’s agricultural green-
house gases come from fertiliser use.

As farmers struggle with crops amid
heatwaves and erratic monsoons, a new
classof green farmaidsis taking root: bio-
stimulants.Theyare derived fromanarray
of natural sources; seaweed, humic and
fulvic acids,amino acids, vitamins, and
beneficial microbes. What makes biosti-
mulants unique is not what theyadd, but
what theyawaken.Whenapplied to crops,
these compounds stimulate physiological
responses, boosting nutrient absorption,
droughttolerance,and root growth,while
enhancing yield quality and resilience.

NAVEEN P SINGH
DINESH C MEENA

Respectively Principal and Senior
Scientist with ICAR-NIAP, New Delhi

Unlike chemical fertilisers that can exha-
ustsoils,biostimulantshelprestore them.

Globally, the biostimulants market is
projected to surge from $4.03 billion in
2024 to nearly $10 billion by 2032, with
Indian demand set to treble inless thana
decade.Seaweed extracts,humicsubstan-
ces,and protein hydrolysates top the list,
collectively commanding over half the
global share.This shiftisnoaccident.Ind-
ian consumers are deman-

bust field trial data from multiple agro-cli-
matic zones,aswell as chemistryand saf-
etyanalysis.Theaimistoreplacefaithand
marketing claimswith evidenceand trust.
Amongbiostimulants,seaweed-based
products are the rising stars, accounting
for 41% of the market. India’s coastline
could make it a seaweed powerhouse,but
it produces less than 0.1% of the world’s
seaweed— 74,083 tonnesagainsta poten-
tial of 9.7 million tonnes.

dinghealthier,residue-free s Cultivation isdone in Tamil

food; farmersare searching
for cheaper, more effective
ways to cope with climate
stress. For smallholder and
export-oriented growers
alike, biostimulants repre-
sent both an entry to pre-
mium organic marketsand
aninsurance policy against
unpredictableweather.
But this green revolu-
tion risks getting mired in chaos. Until
recently, India’s biostimulant market was
an unregulated wild west, with nearly
30,000 products on offerandlittle clarity
about efficacy or safety.Recognising both
the promise and peril, the government
amended the Fertiliser Control Order in
2021 to cover biostimulants, tightening
definitions, efficacy requirements, and
trial protocols. Only 132 products, as of
now, have passed the bar, primarily pro-
tein hydrolysates, humic substances,and
seaweed extracts, mainly approved for
high-value cropslikevegetables.Toget on
the list, manufacturers must submit ro-
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Need to improve
board transparency

Apropos of "Back to business" (FE,
November 6), the Tata Trusts' long
tradition of unanimity was broken by
the initial vote to oust Mehli Mistry but
the later extended the olive branch
and put a lid on the controversy. With
Mistry out of the way, Noel Tata can
place people of his choice to fill
vacancies on the Tata Sons board. But

the larger issue of conflict of interest
and improving board transparency
should not be brushed under the
carpet anymore. The Mistry episode
highlighted the fact that differing
visions can create friction even in the
most respected Indian corporate
house. Noel Tata will have to ensure
that he maintains clarity and purpose,
and that institutional stability
continues beyond individual roles.
—Bal Govind, Noida

They can meet
growing demand
for eco-labelled,

traceable agri-
exports, and help
India build green-
export industries

EEE——

Nadu, Gujarat, Lakshad-
weep,and theAndamanand
NicobarIslands,and restric-
ted to two major species.
Challenges are varied—
from lack of technical
knowhow and post-harvest
facilities, to high transport
costs, seed shortages, stor-
ms,and pests.Yet therewar-
dsareimmense.One hecta-
re of Kappaphycus can generate up to
X13.28lakh peryear,offering sustainable
livelihoods and empowering women in
coastal communities.The Pradhan Mantri
Matsya Sampada Yojana is supporting a
seaweed “blue growth” push, but beyond
policy support the sectorneeds robust su-
pply chains, better training,and investm-
ent in processing to make exportsviable.
Newagri-inputinvitesscepticism.Far-
mersarewaryof inconsistent results,lack
of clear guidance, and high-cost, low-
return “miracle” solutions. The govern-
menthasrespondedbytightening stand-
ardsand refusing provisional registration

Political inversion in NY

Zohran Mamdani's ascent to New
York's mayoralty embodies a political
inversion—a city's yearning for ideolo-
gical clarity amid national drift. As
America lurched rightward last year,
seeking order through retrenchment,
New York's decisive swing left under-
scores a wider repudiation of centrist
complacency. The social contract of
moderation—promising shared

If Green Revolution was built with the help of urea and
phosphates, India’s next agri-revolution could be sown
with seaweed, microbes, and the intelligence of nature

extensions for unproven products as of
June.Evenamongapproved products,ac-
cess and understanding remain uneven.
Extension servicesare stretched,with only
one agent for every 800-1,000 farmers.
Awareness and dissemination initiatives
are crucial forsmalland marginal farmers
tobenefit from the biostimulant boom.

Biostimulants fit squarelyinto India’s
vision of sustainable, climate-resilientag-
riculture.They can meet growing demand
for eco-labelled, traceable agri-exports,
and help India build green-export indus-
tries.With support forresearch,regulatory
streamlining, and targeted incentives,
they could become a pillar of our agricul-
tural and trade strategies. Scaling up reg-
uires policyresolve,science-based valida-
tion,farmer-friendlyeducation,and trust.

India’s challenge is to move beyond
pilot projects and bring biostimulants to
its 138 million farmers.This requires pub-
lic-privateresearch tie-ups,infrastructure
investment forseaweed and otheremerg-
ing sectors,and a commitment to quality
and monitoring, while fostering innova-
tion and local entrepreneurship.

If Green Revolution was built with the
help of urea and phosphates, India’s next
agri-revolution could be sown with sea-
weed, microbes,and theintelligence of na-
ture. The transition is underway, but its
success hinges on ensuring every farmer—
from Punjab to the Andamans—can trust
what goesinto the soiland reap therewar-
dsthatbiostimulantinnovation promises.

Views are personal

progress—now appears hollow in a
metropolis where inequality festers.
With nearly a quarter of residents
unable to afford food or rent, and
billionaires multiplying unrestrained,
Mamdani's radical pledges of rent
control, free childcare, and public
transit resonate less as utopian
idealism and more as moral necessity.
—N Sadhasiva Reddy, Bengaluru
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For Al to Run, Give
It Running Space

Approach can balance risk and growth

India’s lawmakers are pivoting from a risk-minimisa-
tion approach to an innovation-maximising role in the
governance of Al Thisiswelcome because existinglaws
—asaGolpanelon Alsaid this week —provide adequate
protections against the new tech, and excessive regula-
tion could hinder its development. Specific gaps can be
plugged across laws as Al risks emerge, with a special
emphasis on India-specific risks that need to be evalua-
ted and counteracted. Accountability within the Al eco-
system needs to be enhanced through a graded liability
framework. This is a fair approach in which the impact
of the tech is regulated, not the tech itself. It keeps an
open mind about the positive effects of technological
transformation while ensuring guard rails are in place
and offer adequate protection.

Two models are available globally for regulating Al
The first applies rules to specific use
cases, which is the Indian position.
This governsthe development of Alin
specific industries through existing
and evolving rules for each sector.
Thisbuildsascaffold torestrict Al wit-
hin legal limits across a cross-section
of uses. A separate list of no-go areas,
such asthe use of Al in warfare, can be compiled alongsi-
de this. The second model attempts to regulate the tech at
its source through strictures on, for instance, computing
power. This is more controversial, with lawmakers and
tech developers differing over its merits. It constitutes an
extreme risk-mitigation approach, keeping in mind the
possibility of AIbeingabletocircumventsome, if notall,
use-based regulations. Naturally, the first approach is ga-
ining popularity over the second among lawmakers.

In either case, lawmakers have acquired the capacity
to assess risks and can insist on transparency and gra-
ded ethical standards from AI developers. As New Delhi
prepares to host the fourth in a series of global summits
on regulating AI — following previous iterations in
Bletchley Park, Seoul and Paris — India is aligning its
framework with the evolving consensus.

Let Not Airports Turn
Into UDAN Khatolas

If air connectivity is meant to drive regional development,
UDAN is struggling for a lift-off. Launched in 2016 to make fly-
ing affordable and link smaller towns, GoI’s Ude Desh ka Aam
Naagrik programme reportedly now has 11 airports developed
under it grounded — seven in UP, and the rest in Gujarat, Pun-
jab,MPand Sikkim. Somenever saw a single commercial flight.

Whileairportsmust comefirst, thenairlines, and finally pas-
sengers, UDAN’s troubles stem from a mismatch between po-
licy ambition and poor understanding of actual demand. Big
airlines have little incentive tojoin a system weighed down by
fare caps and low passenger volumes. Smaller operators lack
thefinancial resilience to survive even a week’s disruption. In
many regions, expanding rail networks
and improvedroads offerfaster(giventhe
time taken in airport security and clea-
rances), cheaper and morereliable travel,
making air routes redundant before they
even begin. The irony deepens in places
like Kargil, where there is genuine de-
mand for an airport. Residents remain
cutoff formonths in winter, but repeated Gol assurances have
been stuck in bureaucratic holding patterns. India’s private
aviation culture, long dormant, is only now taking off, but it
will take time to reach smaller regional airports.

In this year’s budget, Gol announced a modified UDAN —
promising 120 new destinations and 4 cr additional passeng-
ers over the next decade. But announcements alone don’t ma-
ke airports fly. Without a fundamental rethink, UDAN 2.0
risks creating more grounded runways, turning airports into
white elephants, diverting crucial funds from other essential
infrastructure.
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How India’s electoral system
can make you a familiar face

‘Woman Wearing Blue
Denim Jacket’, 2017

People usually worry about thingslike breach of online pri-
vacy and identity theft. But Brazilian hairdresser Larissa
Nery should thank somebody for making her, well, not a
household name but a recognisable face this side of the
Amazonriver. For Nery—whorunsasalonin BeloHorizon-
teand hasnever visited India, let alone know or care about
its politics —had her face reportedly adorning 22 voter ID
cards duringlast year’s Haryana assembly elections. That
she is a competent hairdresser — not to be confused with
Brazilianmodel and actor in Hindiand Telugufilms, Laris-
sa Bonesi— is apparent from her tousled, tied-up hair and
aunaturellook of 8 yrsago.

It turns out, Brazilian fashion photographer Matheus
Ferrerohad taken Nery’s photo in 2017 and put it up online
with the title, ‘Woman wearing blue denim jacket’. Years
later, someone picked it off the netand reportedly adorned
it on the voter ID cards of 22 Haryana voters who included
a Geeta, a Satyavati Devi, a Seema, not to mention a Mun-
esh. This mix-up/fraud has been ‘uncovered’ by Congress,
which accuses BJP and EC of fabricating these ID cards.
Whoever is to ‘blame’, Neri should be happy. ‘Friends, I'm
going to tell you a joke. They are using an old picture of
me....Idon’t know if it’s an election, something about vot-
inginIndia!’ she hasresponded. Yes, quite a joke, indeed.
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The fate of Trump tariffs and US trade agreements, including with India, hangs in balance

Can Summer

&

rump tariffs faced tough

questioning from a 9-justi-

ce bench during a 2%-hr-

long hearing in the US Su-

preme Court on Wednes-
day. A ruling in favour of the Trump
regime will require five votes — an
unlikely outcome given the sentime-
nts expressed by the justices during
thehearing.

Donald Trumphasbased his tariffs
onaprovisioninthel977Internation-
al Emergency Economic Powers Act
(IEEPA), which giveshim aset of eco-
nomic powers ‘to deal with any unus-
ualandextraordinarythreat...tothe
national security, foreign policy, or
economy of the United States, if the
President declares a national emer-
gency with respect to such threat’.

Thethreat Trump has identified is
the large trade deficit, which threat-
ens USindustriesand, by implication,
security. But the manner in which
the president has chosen to exercise
the power imparted by the emergen-
cy involves threepotential violations
of the US Constitution, noted by the
justices during the Supreme Court
hearing:
© The authority to enact a revenue-
raising measure, such as a tariff, in
the US vests entirely in Congress. As
Justice Amy Coney Barrett observed,
thoughIEEPA allows POTUS toregu-
lateimports,itdoesn’tauthorise him
tousethetariff for that purpose. Asa
revenue-raising measure, tariffs are
the prerogative of Congress.

Justice Neil Gorsuch made the
same point more emphatically, noting
that the power to tax, which is whata
tariff is, belongs to Congress. ‘It does
seemtome...thatareally key part of
the contexthere...istheconstitution-
al assignment of the taxing power to
Congress. Thatthe powertoreach in-
to the pockets of the American peo-

{
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Will the madness continue?

ple is just different, and it’s been dif-
ferent since the founding and the na-
vigation acts that were part of the
spark of the American Revolution.’
Gorsuch expressed concern that
the Supreme Court’s interpretation of
IEEPA as delegating so much power
to the executive would make it diffi-
cultfor Congresstoregain that power.
® Even if one grants that, under cer-
tain circumstances, Congress delega-
tes the power to impose tariffs to the
president through certain of its sta-
tutes, the extraordinarily broad sco-
pe of the tariffs in the present case
triggers what is known as the ‘major
questions doctrine’. Invoking it, Chi-
ef Justice John Roberts noted that
such a significant policy needed ex-
press authorisation from Congress.
ToquoteRoberts, ‘Thejustification
is being used for a power to impose
tariffs on any productfromany coun-
try in any amount for any length of

f

time. That seemslike... major autho-
rity and the basis for the claim seems
tobe amisfit.’
® Thebasis for the president’s decla-
ration of an emergency — the trade
deficit — is itself questionable. For
onething, thecurrenttradedeficithas
existedforhalf acentury. It
also existed for extended
periodsinthel9®c. Assuch,
it’s hardly an ‘extraordina-
ry threat’. Unsurprisingly,
nopastUSpresidenthasin-
voked IEEPA based on it.
Moreover, the consensus
among mainstream econo-
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The basis for

Behind?

ducingthe exports of certain goods.

Arelated objection, raised by Justi-
ce Barrett, is to a worldwide tariff as
asolutiontotheemergency. ‘Isityour
contention,” she asked rhetorically,
‘thatevery country needed tobe tarif-
fed because of threats to the [US’] de-
fence and industrial base?... I could
see it with some countries, but expla-
intome why asmany countriesneed-
ed to be subject to the reciprocal tar-
iff policy asare.’

While the tenor of the majority of
justices during the hearing suggests
averdictagainst Trump tariffs, there-
gime facesnoimmediate threat from
it. Thejustices willnow deliberate on
the case and draft opinions. The ear-
liestaruling will come is spring 2026.
But it’s more likely to be pushed to
June, when the court’s session ends.

The effect of the Supreme Court’s
ruling against Trump tariffs would
be far-reaching. Most importantly; it
will de facto nullify all trade and inv-
estment deals, since they hinge on
the 10% across-the-board tariff, and
other country-specific tariffs imposed
under IEEPA powers.

True, the Trumpregimehastheop-
tiontoimpose:

P 15% across-the-board tariff for up
to150daysto correct an imbalance in
the external payments account und-
er Section 122 of the Trade Actof 1974
(never done before).
» Temporary tariffs on specific goods
from specific countries upon investi-
gationfordiscriminatory trade practi-
cesunder Section 301 of the same Act.
» Tariffs on certain goods on nation-
al security grounds under Section
_ 2320f the Trade Act of 1962.

However, all of these op-
tions involve temporary ta-
riffs and lengthy bureau-
cratic processes, and the
last two available only for
imposing tariffs on specific
products. The longterm
tradeand investment agree-

mists is that, in general, Trump's ments, concluded on the
there is no negative rela- P presumption of continua-
tionship between trade de- declaration tion of the tariffs under
ficits and tariffs. A tariff of an IEEPA, cannot be hung on
onagood wouldreduceim-  €MErgENCY =  thege pegs.

ports of that good, butmay the triasdiiscélefﬂut

increase imports of some
other goods, while also re-

questionable

The writer is professor;
Columbia University
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TOO MANY FARMS

Bell Curves
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OF THE DAY

A strong rumour in Bihar
caused a din,

That its next CM’ll be of
foreign origin.

Like Zohran in New York,

There was all this big talk,

Of a White capitalist
saying, ‘Howdy Patna,
mornin’l’
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Of the estimated 571 million farms globally, China and India host around
half, according to FAO's latest State of Food and Agriculture report. The rest
of Eastern and South-eastern Asia accounts for 10%, and Southern Asia for 7.7%...

Distribution of 571 million farms by region, 2025

india IEZE——
Southern Asia, excluding India (6) IEZEIN
china IEZD—
Eastern &S-eastern Asia, excl. China (11)
Sub-Saharan Africa (27)
Europe and Central Asia (39) ,

Latin America and the Caribbean (25) |
Northern Africa & Western Asia (11)
Northern America (2)
Oceania (8) |

Matter of size

Around 85%" of the world’s farms are small— less than 2 hectares—
and account for just 9% of global agricultural area. In contrast,
large farms (>50ha) make up less than 1% of all farms but cover a
substantial 75% of agricultural land

*Based on projections from 131 countries and territories; “Based on data
reported between 2006 and 2023

SANJEEV RAJ JAIN

Jones is asleep. Systems
are online. The kennel
is unlocked. Tonight, we

take Manor Farm!

ome Clean, MF Managers; ;Aes.,

M C Govardhana Rangan

A pipinghot IPO market and a vibrant
local mutual fund industry have kept In-
dia’s economic story alive on the global
stage this year. Suddenly, both appear
to have been bruised, thankstoashare
sale that some perceive as expensive.

MFs, which are custodians of 75
lakh cr of the common man’s money;,
are at thereceivingend of financial
advisers on social media for bidding
in Lenskart Solutions’ IPO, which has
alsoraised questions on governance
and morals.

The belief that the outrage could lead
tolong-term damage to both —the
IPO market and health of MFs—may
be exaggerated, but it may be time to
change some practices to enhance in-
vestorfaith.

Attheheartof the debate is whether
MFs, as custodians of the common
man’s nest egg, should invest ina com-
pany thatisnot considered a fit invest-
ment case by some.

Oneunsettled question in finance is
that there can be no definitive conclu-
sion about what ‘value’is. It gets trick-
ier when fund managers have to take a
call on prospects of a businessthatcan
be asuncertain as the weather.

Pickinga stock in an IPO is even more
challenging, and that is the reason even
Warren Buffett has steadfastly stayed
away from primary issues.

But MF managers, who are benchma-
rked against their competition daily;
don’t have that luxury.

While arguments for and against an
IPO’spricingand actions of investors
are being questioned, the vital element
isthatall of them are based on publicly
disclosed facts mandated by regulation.
Theregulator has ensured disclosure,
but what’s missing is explanation.

Itisnot that MF's invest without pro-
per duediligence. Every AMC has an

army of researchers and managers
who analyse investments threadbare.
Themissinglink is their reluctance to
publicly explain the reasons behind
their decisions.

Just as the company that’s raising
funds must disclose its history and
financials in detail, at times running
intoathousand pages, MFs also dis-
close where they invest. But is that suf-
ficient? Every major adverse develop-
ment leads to changes in practices and
regulations.

Indian MFs once discussed their inv-
estments in public, but much of that
changed after the bursting of the tech
bubble. As the hunt began to fix respon-
sibilities, the regulator started a series
of investigations into insider trading
and stock price rigging. Some fund
managers were made scapegoats.

Popular perception as well asregula-
tory belief then was that fund mana-
gers were influencing stock prices by
talking about them in public fora, and
the way to avoid distorting the market
wasnotto talk about them at all.

Ever since, MF managers have begun
to hide behind non-existent regulations
and avoid talking about their invest-
ments. Can that even be remotely true,
given the number of participants and
the size of the market now?

Publicdiscussions about a company
by expert managers can not
only help investors under-
stand businesses and
investing, butalso
help themnoticered
flags, if any, they
hadmissed.

Inthecaseof Lens-
kart, some funds in-
vested and others
did not. Public
explanation of
therationale
by both sec-
tions would
have only en-
hanced the un-
derstanding of
the broader in-
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vesting tribe, but the silence is now
fuelling conspiracy theories.

InIndian IPOs, the fund manager is
notjust driven by the valuation of that
particular company but also by their
chances of getting shares of the next
good company headed to the stock ex-
changes.

With lead managers determining
which fund gets the allocation, even if

Dozing Offin
The Car

There’s asingular kind of
bliss in falling asleep in a mov-
ing car: surrender to veloci-
ty, vibration and the gentle
hum of tyresagainstroad.
Nomatter how the potholes

an asset manager is not convinced ab- and traffic are behaving that
out anIPO, they’re often forced to bid day; once in the Land of Nod,
because the investment banker holds it’salullaby composed by
the key to whether they get a piece of physics and asphalt.

the cake in the next issue that may be The car becomes a cocoon,
attractive. In many cases, funds bid acapsule of kinetic comfort.

Outside, the world blurs. In-
side, rhythm of the roadroc-
ksyoulike amechanical cra-
dle. Each bump is a punctu-

P P

out of compulsion, not conviction.

Will the industry voluntarily amend
its practices and take up the duty of
explaining its investment decisions —
notjustinIPOs but in other holdings
aswell?

Much of the transparency the Indian
market has seen did not happen beca- §
use of voluntary actions by partici-
pants but was driven by Sebi. In this
case, too, the regulator must seek a
change in disclosure rules.

Going beyond portfolio disclosures,
theregulator should require asset ma-
nagers to provide a concise summary
of therationale for their investments.
These are readily available with AMCs
and, with electronic communications,

they don’t cost much to share. The
. contribution to educating invest-
3 ors would be immense.

A Furthermore, Sebi must
conduct a study of theIPO
market. The secondary mar-
) ketiswell supervisedand
questionable practices are
investigated and penalised.
But the same may not hold
for the primary market. It
should conduct a thoro-

ation mark as you drift into
becomingalong, pleasant
sentence with the right cad-
ence and no wrong turns.
The engine’s purr is your
white noise machine, the se-
atbelt your swaddling cloth,
the outside world something
that will reappear —butnot
for awhile. You're not in con-
trol—and that’s the point.
The surrender is delicious.
Inthebackseat of acar, kne-
esawkwardly angled, neck
not in theoretical peace, you

ugh investigation and achieve mini-nirvana. Time
) weed out practices dilates. You will drift into sle-
' thataredistortingthe ep while knowing that you’re
| market. travelling without effort, liv-
i Andthestarting ingwithoutaction. You're at
 pointcould beending peace in comfy transit. It’s
~ discretionaryallotments.  bliss on wheels. Don’t wake

up until you have to. Or the
govardhana.rangan  carreaches your destination.

@timesofindia.com

Faie

THE SPEAKING TREE

Why So
Serious

CHETANSAVLA

People who use humour in their
daily lives, whether in their com-
mercial, social or personal activi-
ties, have a unique ability notjust
tolighten the burden of everyone
around them, but also their own
burden. Moments of stress beco-
mefun; goal-chasing becomes a
game, and interpersonal conflicts
become playful banter.

For the person who initiates this
humour, thisact of jokingisa
mini version of detachment from
the seriousness of the activity,
thereby treating itasa game to
be played for its enjoyment. The
lightness of being experienced
through humour is an outcome
of thissmall actof detachment.

Krishn’slife may appear serious,
filled with battles against evil for-
ces, from Kansa to the great Ku-
rukshetra war. Yet, beneath this
gravity lies his divine Lila, the
spirit of play that flows through
all hisactions. For Krishn, life is
notaburden tobe carried buta
cosmic drama to be joyfully enact-
ed. By staying playful, he becom-
esanarchitect of destiny; shaping
events without ever being bound
by them. He remains untouched
by success or failure, gain or loss,
embodying the state of Vita-raa-
ga-bhaya-krodha (Gita 4:10), bey-
ond attachment, fear and anger.

Infusing humour in our daily
lives energises this very state of
Krishn-consciousness, and keeps
uselevated. It shields us from the
being hurt by complex emotions.

_ Chat Room |

When Zoh Ran
With the Wind

Apropos the Edit, ‘Who’s Afraid
of NYC’s New ‘Gabbar Singh’?”’
(Nov 6), the election of Zohran
Mamdani, ademocratic social-
ist of South Asian origin, asthe
mayor of New York will resona-
te beyond that city and even the
US. Hiswin also illustrates the
rising influence of minorities and
young voters in US urban politics.
With Donald Trump threaten-
ingto cut fundingto cities that
don’t comply with his priorities
and his anti-immigrant stance
still defining the Americanright,
Mamdani’s success could sharp-
en political rifts between prog-
ressive cities and conservative
heartlands. The Democrats have
put the White House on notice,
and 2026 will be a further indica-
tor of voter mood in this context.
Gregory Fernandes

Mumbai

Bridge Shamon
The River Scam

Thisrefers to ‘Where’s the Mo-
ney Going?’ by KumKum Das-
gupta(Nov 6). Alarge part of pub-
licmoney appears to drain away
without commensurate creation
of durable physical or social in-
frastructure. While a few benefit
disproportionately, the taxpayer
isleft to wonder why our cities
are collapsing even as the econo-
my expands and ambitious visi-
onsare announ-
ced. Governan-
ceand account-
ability appear
tobemissing
inthemanage-
ment of public
finances—and,
increasingly; in
private financial systems as well.
Itistime torevamp our financi-
alreporting architecture sothat
accounts, reports and certifica-
tions not only capture numbers
but are aligned with the stated
vision, mission and outcomes
of institutions. Financial state-
ments must reflect performan-
ce against purpose, not merely
compliance with procedure.

TV Gopalakrishnan

Bengaluru

Parity Sport’s
Best Pay Pal

Apropos ‘Robbing Peter to Pay
Mary? by Lloyd Mathias (Nov 6),
the argument against equal pay
in cricket overlooks thelong-term
developmental impact of parity:
Women cricketers like Mithali
Raj, Anjum Chopra and Jhulan
Goswami built the foundation
fortoday’s progress despite poor
infrastructure, low visibility
and minimal financial support.
Equal pay isnot about diverting
funds from men’s cricket but in-
vesting in the sport’s future. True
equality cannot be achieved by
measuring current returns alo-
ne; it requires equal opportuni-
ty; exposure and sustained insti-
tutional commitment.
Shubham Shah

Ahmedabad

Letters to the editor may be addressed to

editet@timesofindia.com
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CONTRAPUNTO

Y For the execution of the voyage to the Indies, I did not
make use of intelligence, mathematics or maps

- CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS

urting Citizens

People are the most important part ofgovernance &
justice delivery. Official buildings must reflect that
To CJI Gavai’s credit, he said something people in establishment

top jobsrarely articulate in India - don’t intimidate citizens,

make them feel welcome. Talking about the new Bombay
high court complex that will be built in Bandra, CJI’s central point
was, itmust be built with restraint. Why, many will ask, used as they
are to the in-your-face grandeur that defines seats of power, many
of them built by British imperialists who wanted to show natives
their place in the scheme of things. CJI comes to this question
from the opposite end — a court’s architecture must speak to those
who seek justice. It should make citizens feel they belong there,
not that they are crossing into forbidden territory where they don’t
matter much. Court buildings should reflect human scale, they
should haveopenaccess, visible public spaces, and, most important,
convey approachability.

The ideathat court buildings, as well as all buildings that house
various ‘high offices of the state’ (this
is, btw, another term that’s encoded
with the idea that power is too grand for
mere citizens to fully comprehend),
must be imposing goes back to times
when kings ruled over subjects. Most
modern democratic states, despite the
A rhetoric of citizenship and democracy,

\§ fully embraced the idea that official
“  buildings mustlook forbidding. Power acts
asanarcotic, evenforthose whobelieve infairness, accountability
andfreeelections. Butif govtsexisttoserve people, then why should
govts work out of buildings that scare people?

The US Supreme Court building may convey permanence and
order but its imposing stairs and high porticos likely hinder the
everyday litigant’s sense of belonging. Contrast with Australia’s
high court. Its modern brutalist architecture expresses inclusion
rather than exclusion. New Zealand’s Supreme Court goes further,
embeddinglocal culture in its design. This isarchitecture that says:
our justice grows from our soil, our culture. Across Scandinavian
countries, court building architecture is simple and inviting.
Closer home, Chandigarh’shigh courtreflectsamodern democracy
through its design. India needs many more such official buildings -
functional style, comfortable waiting spaces for citizens, the
architecture clearly telling visitors that people are Very
Important Persons. Yes, we are a long way from getting there.
Most members of our governing classes would find thisidearisible.
But no less a person than CJI has made this point — and if Bandra’s
Bombay HC building is built the way he recommended, it would
mark a good start.

Garbled Positioning

GPS was always hackable, now the tools to do so
are widespread. The result is navigational chaos

l “or over 40 years, GPS has made flying safer. It was a US military

tech until Reagan opened it up for civilian use in 1983, after

Soviets shot down Korean Air Lines flight 007 for straying
into their territory, killing 269. But now, GPS’s days as an essential
navigation tool may be numbered. Like public Wi-Fi, it’s vulnerable
to hackers. As TOI reported Thursday, planes approaching
Delhi airport, India’s busiest, now regularly experience GPS
spoofing — strong misleading signals that override actual GPS
satellite signals and may lead a plane astray. The interference
starts about 110km from the airport, causing confusion and
congestion. On Tuesday night, seven Delhi-bound planes had to be
diverted to Jaipur asaresult.

This has become a global problem,
with up to 1,500 incidents reported
daily. Most occur over conflict zones
in West Asia, Ukraine and Russia, but
India’s border areas are also affected.
In March, govt said 465 spoofing
incidents were recorded in Amritsar
and Jammu air corridors. Now, it’s Delhi. Although spoofing is
mostly an annoyance - planes and airports have other means of
navigation - it can sometimes have serious, even dangerous,
consequences. In one case, an airliner’s clocks were reset several
years forward, keeping it grounded for weeks. Last Christmas, GPS
interference by Russian anti-drone defences allegedly paralysed
the navigation system of Azerbaijan Airlines flight 8243, which
was then hit by a Russian missile and crashed.

The danger’s not limited to air travel. Ships use GPS, and so
do you daily — while driving, banking, or making a call. It is the
clock of all our complex tech. The good news is that better and
secure clocks using atomic and quantum principles are coming.
But we’ve got to be on our guard against spoofing until then.

Balancing act

Tivo simple exercises that can help
us better walk the tightrope of life

Jug Suraiya

I'vealways known, and others have told me, that I am mentally
unbalanced.

But of late I've noticed that this lack of balance, of stable
equilibrium, isnotjust mental but also physical.

While going up flights of stairs, or a steep incline, doesn’t
= Il pose a problem for me, it’s when I'm coming down steps or a
sharp gradient that I need to hold on to something for fear of falling; I feel
unbalanced.

Asachild, though Irepeatedly tried to do so, Inever could learn how toride
abicycle, which my friends and playmates did with ease.Ididn’t think much of
itatthe time, busy asIwas, doingthe thingsIliked,like swimming.

On balance, I didn’t pay much heed to my lack of it. But now it’s being

brought home to me with growing concern. Then recently, a friend,
(&) \ Uppi, introduced me to two simple exercises, which, with daily
< practice, would help me improve my sense of balance.

_/ I’'ve been doing them now for a couple of weeks and they do seem
to help. If you too feel you have a balance problem, you
. . cantrythem out.
lug u Iar\}e mn Stand upright, facing a firm surface, like a table top,

place your feet in line so that the heel of the front foot is
touching the toe of the back foot, and maintain this position for 20 seconds
without holding onto the table.

Next, stand on one foot with the other foot slightly raised behind you for
20 seconds. Then, with all your weight on one leg, raise the other leg sideways
by just a few inches. Repeat 20 times. With practice you’ll be able to do these
exercises and improve your balance.

Indeed, in a world that more and more is making everyday life a tightrope
walk, between rightwing and leftwing ideology, between one credo and an
opposing credo, one conviction and an adversarial belief, we all need to pay
heed to how to keep our balance. Let’s try and learn to do this and maintain our
mental equipoise.

True In Bihar, True In India

Yes, dynasticism is a feature of India’s elitist political class and politics. But it’s subsumed in the
larger story: power remains concentrated within narrow social, economic, and caste boundaries

Gilles Verniers

Dynasticism has long been a defining
feature of Indian politics. What
distinguishes India from most other
democracies, however, is not merely
the number of dynastic legislators

o AN but the extent to which entire political
parties function as family-run enterprises. Few countries
in the world host so many parties that operate as privately-
owned, family-controlled organisations.

Bihar offersanillustrative case. RJD and LJP are both
led by political families that have passed leadership roles
across generations. In contrast, JDU, BJP and Congress
arenotfamily-controlled, yet they still field and elect
asignificant number of dynastic candidates.

Arecentreportinthe Indian Expressshowed that
28% of members of the outgoing Bihar assembly
belong to political families. The phenomenon cuts
across party lines, but RJD stands out: 42% of its
legislators are dynasts, the highest among all parties.

Political parties tend to nominate dynastic can-
didatesfor a simple reason: they often win. Dynastic
politicians enjoy name recognition, local stature,
accesstoresources, and influence over administrative
networks. Those from historically powerful or landed
families continue to draw authority from the social
prestige attached to their lineage. Even BJP - which
hasmade anti-dynasticism a key feature of its political
rhetoric - routinely fields candidates who belong to
established political families.

Dynasticism undermines democratic sensibilities
because it is perceived as eroding the principle of
equal opportunity in democracy. By privileging
birth over merit, it creates an inherited elite in a
system that is supposed to be open and competitive.
Citizens are formally equal, but dynasticism introduces
a de facto hierarchy, where family lineage determines
access to political office. This runs counter .
to the democratic ideal that leadership
should be chosen, not inherited.

While dynastic candidates are undo-
ubtedly privileged, their advantage stems more from
their embeddedness within broader elite social and
economic networks than from their family name alone.
Dynastic politicians also tend to belong to the wealthier
segments of locally dominant groups, both of which are

deemed factorsof winnability, leadingto theirnomination.
There is no equal opportunity for family members of
politicians coming from non-dominant groups.

Moreover, lineage does not guarantee success.
Dynastic candidates still face competition, voter
scrutiny, and electoral defeat. Analyses of dynasticism
often overlook those who contest elections and lose,
an important reminder that heritage may open doors
but does not ensure survival in the rough terrain of
Indian electoral politics.

I make a third objection, which argues that while
dynasticism does symbolise a form of anti-democratic
elitism, it may not be the most adequate measure of
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power concentration in state or national politics.
Political power in India is highly concentrated —not
merely in the hands of dynasts, but
within a narrow political elite that
includes dynastic figures among its
members without being composed
solely of them. This elite includes, by my measure,
all elected representatives who have been elected
more than twice. It includes those who beat both party
and individual anti-incumbency, as well as those who
retain their seats even when their party loses.
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In the outgoing Bihar assembly, there are only 60
MLAswhomeetthat criteria, out of 243. By my estimate,
comparingtheirlist with thelist of dynastsestablished
by the Indian Express investigation, only 10 of them
belong to political families. This demonstrates that
while dynastic candidatesmay have an edge in entering
politics, they donot necessarily make long-lasting careers.
It also shows that state power lies outside the hands of
dynasts who, to be sure, do enjoy some degree of local
power, as do other non-dynastic politicians.

This list of long-serving politicians includes party
leaders (and their relatives), wealthy individuals embedded
in local or state-wide business networks, and some
high-profile criminals, such as Pappu Yadav. Notably,
80% of these long-serving politicians (48) belong
to upper castes or some dominant backward
castes. Among them are only five SC MLAs, three
Muslims, and three EBC MLAs.

A similar pattern emerges at the national level.
In Lok Sabha, only 144 MPs have been elected more
than twice. Of these, roughly half belong to upper
or intermediary castes. Among the 31 OBC MPs
in this group, 22 hail from dominant backward
communities, typically from the elite segments of
those groups. Representation among women and
marginalised groups remains minimal: only 17 of
these MPsare women, and just 26 have been elected
from reserved constituencies.

Clearly, dynasticism is a feature of India’s elitist
political class and politics, but it is not its defining
characteristic, nor its most important one. The deeper
and more persistent issue is the elitism that underpins
political recruitment. From the dominance of local
elites in the Congress era to the ascendancy of new
elites under BJP regime, political power in India
has remained concentrated within narrow social,
economic, and caste boundaries.

Dynasticism, then, should be understood asa symptom
rather than the cause of elitism in Indian politics. It
reflects how privilege reproduces itself within a system
that isformally democratic but substantively hierarchical.
The persistence of dynastic figures across parties —
despite the rhetoric of merit and inclusion — reminds
us that India’s democracy remains socially narrow,
even as ithas become electorally vast.

Theuwriter isaresearcher at CERI, Sciences Po Paris. Views
arepersonal

Why Mamdani’s Win Isn’t A Critique Of Capitalism

If NY is a city of immigrants, as he says, the reason is people came there because its many
capitalist enterprises created opportunities. No one came to Big Apple looking for socialism.
Plus, many of his promises simply don’t meet the test of economic logic

Anupam Manur

Psephologists and political scientists
are busy working out the determinant
causesbehind Zohran Mamdani’s New
York win. While they would disagree on
the weights behind these factors, they
would attribute the victory to some
combination of promises on affordabi-
lity, building an effective multiracial
coalition, anti-establishment appeal,

Professor of
Economics

and an opposition to national (Trump) and international

(Israel-Gaza) political developments.

A lot of media attention has focused on his
campaign and how he has expertly navigated
identity politics of thecity. Buthispolicy platform
is of great interest. He is a self-avowed democratic
socialist who has won the mayoral race in the Big
Apple - the epitome of capitalist cities in the
world, where the New York Stock Exchange and Wall
Street find home. It is in this context that some
commentatorsare calling his victory areferendum
against free-market capitalism, a framing that is
problematic on multiple counts.

Firstly, this isnot the first time that New Yorkers
have elected someone with such an agenda - Bill
de Blasio, who was a mayor of New York from
2014 to 2021, focused on affordable housing, free
universal pre-kindergarten education, progressive
policingreforms, tenant protection and tackling income
inequality, along with worker rights.

While he presents himself as a socialist democrat,
Mamdani isnot entirely advancing a socialist programme.
His progressive platform focused on making the city more
affordable through freezingrents, free bus service, universal
childcare, increased minimum wages, state-run grocery
storesamongotherideas. Each one of these will be fraught
with challenges for implementation.

® Affordable housing without genuinely increasing
supply will lead to massive distortions. Just freezing

rents or some form of rent control will not solve the
problem, but allowing private developers to build large
buildings (a capitalist move) will be essential to ensure
affordable housing.

® Mamdani has also promised free, fast and safe
transportation. Unfortunately, this is an impossible
trilemma. If the buses and subways are free, the transport
companies willnothavetherequired revenuestoinvest
in speed improvements and free buses could also become
mobile homeless shelters, which can decrease the
safety for passengers. These are difficult trade-offs
between price and speed and safety.
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® Higher minimum wages, which are promised by
Mamdani, will succeed in making items more expensive,
asinput costs goup.

@ Higher corporate taxation, which is another one
of Mamdani’s campaign targets, can lead to companies
shutting down or moving out of New York atthe margin,
which willreduce the number of jobscreated inthecity.
His proposed tax rates will push New York’s corporate
tax rates from the 17th highest in the country to the
highest, along with New Jersey. Again, public policy is
all about trade-offs.

Finally, the framing of Mamdani’s win as socialism

vs capitalism is problematic as it conflates capitalism
with plutocracy. His campaign and win reflect broad
dissatisfaction with the concentration of wealth and
political power among elites, which is the defining
feature of plutocracy, rather than a wholesalerejection
of free-market capitalism itself. Most New Yorkers,
including its large immigrant population, benefit
from the economicopportunitiesthatthe city’srelative
open markets have provided.

NYC population is roughly 40% immigrants and
Mamdani’s support was especially strong in precincts
withahigh proportion of immigrants, though exactdata
is not available. The turnout of immigrant voters
itself increased by about 40% compared to the
previous primary. In his victory speech Mamdani
said, “New York willremain a city of immigrants,a
city built by immigrants, powered by immigrants
and as of tonight,led by an immigrant.”

Though there are many reasons for immigration,
the search for opportunity is the most common
reason and that opportunity is offered by the
thriving markets of the Big Apple. Scores of people
donotmigrateto USand NYC insearch of socialism.
Many had run away from socialism.

People move to US for the promise of economic
advancement enabled by a relatively open labour
market, meritocratic business environment and
entrepreneurship opportunities, all afforded by
therelatively free-market system prevailing in the city.
Demands for better living conditions and affordability
of basicnecessities should notbemistakenasanattack
on markets. In fact, the solution might lie in greater
private participation in markets, like allowing private
builders to increase housing supply.

Thus, whilethere mightbemanylegitimatereasons
for Mamdani’s victory, framing this as a triumph over
free market capitalismis terribly misguided. Thelarge
and thriving immigrant population will not be keen on
kickingtheladder that got them to the top.

The writer teaches at the Takshashila Institution
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Calvin & Hobbes
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IM GOING SO

SLOW, I'M MOVING
BACKWARD !

I'M WINNING /

Sacredspace

Allvoting
isasortof
| gaming
like
checkers
orback
gammon, with a slight moral tinge
to it, a playing with right and wrong,
with moral questions; and betting
naturally accompanies it.

Henry D Thoreau

Brain’s Layers: Unpacking Rage And A Quantum Future

Shantanu Nagarkatti

clashes with intellect, a mid-20th-

century theory endures like a stubborn
stage set: the Triune Brain. Coined by
neuroscientist Paul D MacLean, the term
‘Triune Brain’ envisions the human brain
asan evolutionary penthouse suite, with
three strata stacked precariously atop one
another. Though modern neuroscience
dismisses its tidy hierarchy -revealinga
far more interwoven organ —the model
thrives in popular psychology; offeringa
compelling parable for our primal furies.
Itilluminates why a fleeting slight can
escalate into outright violence, and what a
radical technological intervention might
mean for taming the beast within.

Atthefoundation lurks the reptilian
brain, a vestige of our saurian forebears,
hardwired for survival in a world of
predators and scarcities. This basal
ganglion, as MacLean termed it, governs
theraw imperatives: fight or flight, hunger
or haste. Confronted by peril —real or
imagined, from a snarled trafficjamtoa

In theatre of the mind, where impulse

colleague’s barbed remark —it unleashes
atorrent of adrenaline and cortisol. The
body readies for war: pulse quickens,
muscles coil, reason recedes. In this mode,
aggression is not malice but machinery,
an automatic discharge.

Layered above this subterranean
bunker sits the limbic system, the
mammalian midbrain, a cauldron of
emotion and memory. Here, the reptile’s
blunt alarm gains nuance—and
peril. Fear transmutes into
fury; a perceived trespass
evokesnotjustretaliation
but resentment, laced
with recollections of past
wounds. Jealousy simmers

language, foresight, and fellow feeling.
Itmurmurs of mediation, of countingto
10 or seeking common ground. Yet in
crisis, the lower tiers revolt. Hormonal
havoc shorts the synaptic switchboard,
consigning the sage to silence. The
result? An epidemic of regrettablerages—
domestic tempests, boardroom broadsides,
even societal spasms. Popular remedies

abound -mindfulness to muzzle the
reptile, cognitive therapy to temper
tides of feeling, habit to hoist
the neocortex aloft.

Enter the quantum frontier:
Google’s Willow chip, unveiled
in 2024 and refined through
2025, a wafer-thin marvel —

into sabotage, grief into
grudge. As Daniel Goleman
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scarcely larger than a chocolate
square —that solves riddles in

elucidated in Emotional Intelligence, this
istherealm of ‘hijacking’, where affective
floods overwhelm the circuits of calm.
Violence, in this schema, israrely cold
calculation but hot inheritance, the limbic
legacy of tribal bonds and betrayals.
Crowning the edifice is the neocortex,
humanity’s crowning glory: the seat of

minutes that would daunt supercomputers
for septillions of years. Scaled toneural
implantation, this hypothetical ‘Nexus’
prosthesis would nestle in the neocortex,
bestowing exaflop acuity: predictive
analytics for peril, simulated serenity
amid storms.

Theboon is tantalising. Augmented, the

upper brain could pre-empt pandemonium
—forecasting flare-ups, conjuring
countermeasures, downloading doses of
detachment. Aggression might atrophy,
violence yields to virtual vetoes. Corporate
sages already salivate: an executive
override for the executive suite.

Yet the Triune spectrelooms. The
reptilian root runs deep, its reflexes
relativistic—faster than qubits can
query. A visceral jolt could outpace the
implant, hormones hurling the house into
havoc while the chip chronicles the coup.
Limbiclaments might rebel against
algorithmic austerity, fostering furtive
frustrations or fabricated fears. Asina
‘Black Mirror’ reverie, enhancement
invites estrangement: a savant’s shell
encasingasnarlingsoul.

Inthisneural triptych, progress is
provisional. The chip may exalt the attic,
but harmony demands holism -bridging
basements with breathwork, lest our
supercharged selves succumb to the
savage below. In an era of exponential
minds, the oldest riddle persists: Can we
truly outthink our origins?
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Hapless citizens, helpless Governments

In recent months, a series of fatal incidents across Afghanistan, Pakistan, India, Nepal, Bangladesh, Burma, and Sri Lanka has exposed the
fragility of their transportation systems. Overcrowded buses tumbling off narrow mountain roads, trains derailing due to outdated tracks,

PRASHANT
TEWARI

Transportation is the lifeline of any nation,
facilitating economic growth, social inter-
action, and national integration. From
bustling highways to vital railway net-
works and expanding aviation routes, the
efficiency and safety of transport systems
determine a country’s progress and global
competitiveness. However, across much of
Southeast Asia, this lifeline is fraying.

The region has witnessed an alarming rise
in man-made transportation accidents on
roads, rails, and in the air and
water, underscoring deep-rooted systemic
failures.

Despite repeated warnings from experts
and recurring tragedies, safety remains a
neglected priority. The real crisis lies not
merely in poor infrastructure, but in gover-
nance deficits, corruption, and a culture of
complacency that have made such disasters
almost predictable.

Current Situation

India, with one of the world’s largest road
networks, records the highest number of
road fatalities globally: a tragic distinction
that reflects the dire state of safety enforce-
ment. In Pakistan and Bangladesh, poorly
maintained public buses and lax driving
standards contribute to frequent road
tragedies. In Nepal, a combination of treach-
erous terrain and vehicle overloading con-
tinues to claim lives. Even air safety, which
demands the highest precision, has been
compromised by negligence and inade-
quate oversight.

What ties these incidents together is not
just infrastructural decay but institutional
corruption.

Funds earmarked for road repairs, rail
modernisation, and aviation safety audits
are too often siphoned off by corrupt offi-
cials or misused due to poor planning.
Substandard materials are used in construc-
tion projects, safety inspections are perfunc-
tory or skipped altogether, and regula-
tions exist more on paper than in practice.

At the state level, the rot runs deep. Many
regional governments lack the political
will or administrative capacity to enforce
safety standards. The issuance of driving
licences, for instance, is notoriously casual.
In several countries, licences can be

and air mishaps blamed on technical negligence have become grimly routine
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obtained without proper training or
testing, sometimes through

failures are devastating. Every day, citi-
zens across the region risk

bribery or political influence.
This results in untrained, reck-
less drivers operating vehicles
on already hazardous roads-a
recipe for tragedy.

Moreover, there is little to no culture
of periodic vehicle inspection. Buses,
trucks, and private vehicles continue to
ply despite being mechanically unfit,
emitting toxic fumes and posing con-
stant danger to commuters. Corrupt
local officials often overlook such viola-
tions in exchange for small bribes, per-
petuating a cycle where accountability
is absent and public safety is compro-
mised.

The consequences of such governance
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their lives merely by com-
muting.

Road fatalities rob fam-
ilies of their breadwinners;
rail and air disasters inflict
collective trauma that scars entire com-
munities. The loss is not merely statis-
tical but deeply human: children
orphaned, parents grieving, families
shattered by entirely preventable
tragedies.

The economic cost is equally severe.
Repeated accidents deter investment,
disrupt trade, and drain public resources
on rescue operations and compensation.
Yet, beyond economics, the larger
tragedy lies in the erosion of public trust.

When citizens realise that their lives are
endangered not by fate but by the cor-
ruption and indifference of those
meant to protect them, faith in institu-
tions collapses.

Call to Action

Governments across Southeast Asia
must recognise that transportation
safety is not a luxury; it is a fundamen-
tal right of every citizen. The first step
towards reform lies in tackling corrup-
tion head-on.

Transparency in infrastructure spend-
ing must be made non-negotiable. Every
rupee or taka allocated for road safety,
railway upgrades, or aviation oversight
must be accounted for and subject to
public scrutiny.
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Second, state governments must insti-
tutionalise rigorous and periodic inspec-
tions of vehicles, tracks, and aircraft.
Independent safety commissions-insu-
lated from political influence — should
be empowered to enforce compliance
and penalise violators.

Third, the process of issuing driving
licences must be overhauled. Stringent
testing standards, computerised assess-
ments, and continuous driver education
should replace the current system that
too often rewards bribery and negli-
gence. Road safety education, starting
from schools, can help cultivate a culture
of responsibility and awareness that
endures over generations.

Finally, civil society and the media
must play a proactive role in demanding
accountability. Each preventable death
on the road orin the air must be treated
not as an isolated incident, but as evi-
dence of systemic failure that
demands redress.

Transportation should connect lives,
not end them. The tragic frequency of
man-made transportation disasters in
Southeast Asia is a stark reminder that
progress without integrity is hollow.
Unless corruption is rooted out, regula-
tions are enforced, and human life is
valued above political expediency, the
region will continue to pay a heavy price
in blood and broken trust.

Governance, after all, is not mea-
sured by how quickly roads are built or
airports inaugurated, but by how safely
and honestly citizens are allowed to
travel upon them.

Human life, and indeed all living life,
must be treated as sacred by those in
power. There has to be a limit to the suf-
fering a society can endure before its
conscience revolts. Yet, indifference has
become our silent companion; we
mourn briefly for the dead and then
move on, believing tragedy belongs to
someone else.

But fate has a cruel way of closing dis-
tances: it is someone else’s loss today,
it could be your loved one tomorrow.
Those who sit in positions of authority
must remember that no shield of privi-
lege can protect them forever from the
pain they choose to ignore.

When a life is lost to negligence, it is
not just an accident; itis a moral failure
of the entire system, a wound that
bleeds into the collective soul
of a nation.
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Rethinking modern technology:
When progress defies nature and dharma

ATUL
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The technologies of modern times are full of
gleam and glitter. They are declared to be the
products of painstaking and pathbreaking
research. They are touted to be the result of
great discoveries of the scientific principles
operating in the vast universe and revolution-
ary inventions based thereon. They are hailed
as the harbingers of great beneficial changes
in the lives of billions of humans inhabiting this
planet Earth.

They are supposedly stated to be instruments
of further economic development and growth
of the 193 nations holding a population of 8
billion human beings in the world. But what if
I were to tell you that most of the

Nature called out in Vedic scientific literature-
air, earth, fire, water, and ether.

Today’s surface transport vehicles are air-pol-
luting and earth (soil)-polluting. These include
automobiles and aeroplanes. Many parts and
components of these vehicles, including elec-

tric batteries, are bio non-degrad-

so-called modern technologies are
crude, cruel, and inferior? What if
I were to call them technologies
based on incomplete or even, in
some cases, incorrect understand-
ing of material nature? What if we were told
thatalmost all modern technologies in various
domains of human endeavour are environ-
ment-polluting and nature-unfriendly?
Furthermore, how will you take the insinuation
that most of the above technologies are also
devoid of human values?

They are, unfortunately.

We have to go to the fundamentals of mate-
rial nature. We have to go to the original, time-
less knowledge base provided in the Vedic scrip-
tures by the omniscient, divine creator of the
universe. All humans are His creation, and He
handed down to the earliest humans at the
dawn of creation, more than 1.96 billion years
ago, all knowledge in coded and cryptic form.
That fundamental knowledge is embodied in
the universal, timeless, and cosmic scriptures
called the Vedas.

It stands to reason that the master and
creator of the universe knows best how
humans created by Him should live and
behave-what type of technologies they should
develop and use for preserving peace, stabili-
ty, and health. He provided to humans a set of
coded principles or values called Dharma for
assiduous adherence by humans. Dharmais the
code of righteous living and includes, in its
broad ambit, pure, unsullied, true knowledge
which even covers all sciences and technolo-
gies. Let us see how today’s technologies are
harsh on all the primordial elements of Mother
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able after use. All modes of electric-
ity generation-coal or diesel-based
thermal, hydropower, nuclear
power, and even solar and wind
power-are not without well-known
deleterious effects on the environment. Solar
panels are largely bio non-degradable after a
lifespan run of 25 years. Wind power turbines
pose hazards to birds.

Chemical process industries are heavily air-
polluting. Petroleum and petrochemical indus-
tries are both earth-polluting and air-polluting.
Oil-digging and extraction activities create
big holes below the earth which, apart from
upsetting the proportion of natural substances
underground, disturb the disposition of the
earth’s tectonic plates.

The baneful effects of the release of factory
pollutants, even after treatment by chemicals,
into rivers and seas contaminate natural water
bodies, thus adversely affecting aquatic flora
and fauna.

Continuous use of chemical fertilisers and
genetically modified seeds is leading to erosion
of soil fertility and undermining the intrinsic,
natural quality and flavour of cereals, fruits, and
vegetables.

Ether, the other prime element of Mother
Nature, is being heavily defiled by electromag-
netic radiation in the form of microwaves ema-
nating from mobile telephony towers and other
wireless communication equipment. This
important aspect needs more elaboration. The
microwaves are not low-frequency waves;
they have a high frequency, falling between
radio waves and infrared on the electromag-
netic spectrum. They are of a frequency higher

than radio waves but lower compared to
visible light. Microwaves have frequencies
from approximately 300 MHz to 300 GHz and
are used for applications like radar, cell phones,
and cooking.

The content of microwaves in natural back-
ground radiation is being increased by exten-
sive generation of microwave energy for these
applications. This is disturbing the natural pro-
portion of microwaves in the ethereal space and
hence polluting it.

And global warming is eloquently exhibiting
that our fancied technologies are vitiating the
subtle primeval element of fire (Agni) of Mother
Nature. The most recent technological wonders
are computer hardware, computer software,
and artificial intelligence.

These are primarily intended for increasing
gross economic output or replacement of
humans by machines or computing algo-
rithms. This is going to exploit more and
more of natural materials, including rare earth
metals, and leave post-usage residual sub-
stances that are only partially recyclable, and
their recycling processes are also environment-
degrading.

We now come to human values that are sup-
posed to go with technologies and their usage.
AVedic derivative text-Maha Upanishad-carries
the message that the world is one family and
all humans are connected through fraternal
bonds, being children of the one creator.

This divine message indirectly conveys that
humans, cutting across nations and continents,
should treat other humans as members of one
global family and design institutions, systems,
and even technologies and technology-based
processes accordingly.

Further, moderation (non-greed), compas-
sion, honesty, and truthfulness are values that
must be adhered to in both development and
usage of technological implements. They
should be conducive to equitable wealth cre-
ation and distribution. Simply stated, our tech-
nologies should not only be environment-
friendly but also aligned with eternally relevant,
divine human values. Our scientists, engi-
neers, and, most of all, political leaders should
become alive to the above stark truths and take
corrective action before it is too late.

Let us not wait to face the powerful, retribu-
tive fury of Mother Nature, some of the milder
symptoms of which are already being seen in
the form of climate change, flooding of cities,
cracking of roads, melting of snow peaks,
violent landslides, and crumbling hillsides.

The author is a management @ @dailypioneer
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Rajasthan outlines roadmap
for $4.3 trillion growth

SURYA
SARATHI RAY

The Rajasthan government has chalked out a long-
term plan to transform the state from a resource-
driven economy to a $4.3 trillion innovation-led
powerhouse by 2047. According to the recently
unveiled Developed Rajasthan @2047 vision doc-
ument, the state, currently the seventh-largest
economy with a Gross State Domestic Product
(GSDP) of approximately $197 billion, aims to
increase the GSDP to $350 billion by 2028-29 and,
by 2047, reach an ambitious $4.3 trillion.

The vision document has identified five sectors
— manufacturing, renewable energy, mining,
tourism, and services — to drive the economy
forward. Aware that achieving the target will not
be easy and will require a mix of industrial diver-
sification, private investment, technology adop-
tion, and policy reforms, the state has prioritised
plans to create jobs, empower small businesses,
and modernise industries. It proposes to turn the
state into one of India’s most investment-friend-
ly destinations.

The vision document emphasises that “eco-
nomic progress must reach people,” signifying
that growth would not be limited to big cities —
rural clusters, small towns, and border districts
will also become engines of opportunity.
Rajasthan’s economic blueprint puts technolo-
gy and sustainability at its core. The government
aims to make the state a hub for digital innova-
tion and green manufacturing. From solar energy
to hydrogen projects, renewable power will be
the backbone of Rajasthan’s future economy.

Rajasthan s already India’s largest producer of
cement, zinc, marble, and solar power.

leadership of Chief Minister Bhajan Lal Sharma,
the state is positioning itself as the country’s
renewable energy capital — where solar fields
stretch across the horizon and windmills turn the
desert breeze into power. Special mention is
deserved for the state’s clean energy front.

With more than 300 days of sunshine each year
and vast stretches of land ideal for clean energy
projects, Rajasthan has a natural advantage. A
shift is taking place — from being a producer of
energy to building a green economy, where fac-
tories, farms, and cities all run on sustainable
power. Guided by the Viksit Rajasthan @2047
roadmap, the Chief Minister aims to
make Rajasthan a hub for solar, wind, and
green hydrogen.

The plan focuses on expanding renewable
energy capacity, encouraging private invest-
ment, and linking clean power to job creation and
industrial development. From the blazing sun of
the Thar to the corridors of Jaipur, Rajasthan’s
renewable revolution is gathering pace — turning
sunlight into strength and vision into reality.

While solar parks are already lighting up
homes across Bikaner, Jaisalmer, and Barmer,
wind projects are also being scaled up in western
districts, with hybrid systems combining both
sources to ensure round-the-clock supply. By 2047,
more than 70 per cent of the state’s electricity is
expected to come from renewables. The Bhajan
Lal Sharma government is also steering Rajasthan
towards the next frontier - green hydrogen.

With pilot projects underway in Jodhpur and
Barmer, the state plans to produce clean hydro-
gen fuel using renewable electricity. Partnerships
with private companies and global investors are
in motion, positioning Rajasthan as a potential
exporter of green fuels in the coming decade. By
2047, Rajasthan envisions itself not just as an
energy supplier but as a model of sustainable
living. The vision is to combine ecological
balance with economic expansion — ensuring

that development never comes at

It now wants to move beyond raw pro-
duction to value-added industries.
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the cost of nature. Another defining
feature of Sharma’s plan is its

MSMEs remain central to the plan EITIIIEEYI €Mphasis on inclusivity.

and will be strengthened with easier
financing, skill support, and e-market access.
Technology and sustainability will be at the core
of the transition.

In its efforts to ensure the ease of doing busi-
ness, the state government is keen on simplify-
ing clearances, digitising compliance, and reduc-
ing red tape.

The vision document predicts that by 2047,
Rajasthan’s young workforce will be among the
most skilled in India. Training centres and indus-
try-linked courses will prepare young people for
modern sectors, including robotics, data analyt-
ics, clean technology, and digital marketing.
Rajasthan is quietly scripting one of India’s most
remarkable green transformations. Under the

The renewable energy push is
reaching villages, where locals are being trained
to manage small solar parks and microgrids.
Women'’s cooperatives are adopting solar-
powered equipment for irrigation and food
processing. By 2047, Rajasthan aims to be not only
a supplier of clean energy but also a model for
how development and ecology can coexist.
Under Bhajan Lal Sharma’s leadership, the desert
state is showing that sustainability is not a slogan
— itis a strategy for growth.
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