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n India’s chequered 93-year catalogue of
appearances in Test cricket, they have won
183 matches, lost 186, drawn 224 and tied
one. There have been since their first vic-

tory at home in 1952 — against England — and
the maiden one abroad in 1968 in New Zea-
land, many memorable moments. But other 
than the tie with Australia in 1986, no match 
has exhibited such animated suspense until 
the last ball and as gripping a drama as at The
Oval in London on Monday.

The back-to-back series triumphs in the
West Indies and England in 1971 were an indis-
putable turning point for Indian cricket. At 
Queen’s Park Oval in Port of Spain, Dilip Sarde-
sai threw down the gauntlet with a defiant 112.
Spinners S Venkataraghan, Erapalli Prasanna
and Bishan Bedi then shared the spoils to clear
the deck for a seven-wicket eclipse of Garry 
Sobers’ side. Five months later, Bhagwat Chan-
drasekhar’s whippy and deceptive 
wrist spin destroyed England in the 
second England innings at The Oval 
to ensure India coasted to a four-
wicket win.

India’s most convincing showing
ever in an away series, though, was 
the 2-0 margin in England in 1986. 
The Indian swing merchants, with 
Chetan Sharma pre-eminent, proved
to be a handful for the Englishmen, 
not to mention Maninder Singh’s left-arm spin
and Dilip Vengsarkar’s immaculate centuries at
Lord’s in London and Headingley in Leeds. It 
could have been a 3-0 brown-wash, but for rain
saving England at Edgbaston in Birmingham.

The 2-1 ascendancy in Pakistan in 2004,
reflecting subduing of the hosts by an innings
at Multan and Rawalpindi, is notable. Viren-
der Sehwag’s swashbuckling triple century,
Rahul Dravid’s 270, spinner Anil Kumble and
pacers Irfan Pathan and Lakshmipathy Balaji
caught the eye. 

Then, there were the consecutive conquests
in Australia — 2-1 each time — in 2018-19 and 
2020-21. On the second occasion, India 
reversed fortunes after being abysmally dis-
missed for 36 in the opening test at Adelaide. 
In the final meeting at The Gabba in Brisbane,
India, despite being reduced to a makeshift 
bowling attack, rose to the task, before the irre-
pressible batsman Rishabh Pant steered the 
visitors to shore.

There have, unsurprisingly, been several
instances of India recovering from distress to
exhilaratingly overcome the opposition. While
such sagas have also occurred at home, epi-
sodes of this nature abroad in unfamiliar play-
ing conditions have generally been classified as
more creditable. 

Significant Indian support at overseas
venues these days, of course, renders the 
atmosphere less daunting than in the past, not-
withstanding genuine cricket lovers in 
England and Australia, even in Pakistan, being,
historically, appreciative of good performan-
ces by Indians. The crowd backing, though, 
does not eliminate the challenge of seaming or
bouncing pitches, which have often been 
India’s undoing. 

In 1976 at Port of Spain, India conceded a
first innings deficit of 131 runs; but thereafter 
successfully chased a target of 402 in the 
fourth innings. In fact, India’s score of 406 for
four continues to be the third highest success-
ful fourth innings total in test history. Sunil 
Gavaskar posted 102; thereafter Mohinder 
Amarnath (85) and Gundappa Viswanath (112)
finished the job. 

At the Melbourne Cricket Ground in 1981,
India trailed by 182 in the first
innings; but bowled out Australia for
83 in their second innings to streak
home by 59 runs. On the final morn-
ing, with Australia resuming at 24 for
three on a wicket unplayable for bats-
men, it was unlikely they would
reach even the modest required tally
of 143 runs, especially once a hitherto
injured Kapil Dev became available
to deliver the coup de grâce — which

he duly did with a bag of five for 28.
In short, the foregoing illustrates situations

where a trend and, therefore, the possible cli-
max became evident after a certain juncture. 

When India, on the third evening of the just
concluded Test, set England an assignment of
compiling 374 runs to breast the tape, there 
was no precedent of this being achieved at The
Oval. The best ever winning fourth innings 
here was England’s 263 for nine in 1902. 

Lower order collapses had been a feature of
this summer’s engaging five-test encounter, 
epitomising the glorious uncertainties of 
cricket. At 347 for six on the final morning, 
with England needing a paltry 27 runs to nail 
the Indian coffin, it appeared done and dusted.
But the Englishmen mustered just 20 more to
descend to their doom. In a captivating hour, 
India engineered a sensational coup d’état.

The 2-2 series result arrests India’s recent
downward spiral as regards the shocking 0-3
surrender to New Zealand in India last autumn
and the nose-dive Down Under in winter. It 
also secures Gautam Gambhir’s slightly threat-
ened career as Test match coach.
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addressable pollution source. The dominance
of older, polluting vehicles and slow adoption
of electric mobility hinder air quality improve-
ment. India is witnessing rapid growth, where
two-wheelers and three-wheelers account for
about 95% of total EV sales. Delhi, however, 
contributes only 5% of this figure.

The need is to transition all delivery two-
wheelers to electric within two to three years,
retrofit or replace two-wheelers older than 10
years within 24 months. All new autorick-
shaws must be electric, and those older than 
eight years replaced within the next year 
(older than five years replaced in the next two
years). All 30,000 taxis older than eight years
must be replaced with EVs over the next two 
years. Procure and deploy 5,000 new electric
public and school buses within three years.

Delhi produces about 11,000 tonnes of
municipal solid waste daily; yet, over half of it
ends up in overloaded landfills, causing land 
and water pollution. Its sewage treatment 
capacity is far below the volume of wastewater

generated; untreated sewage flows
into the Yamuna, polluting its waters
and endangering public health.
Despite some efforts, ineffective
waste segregation, inadequate treat-
ment infrastructure, and neglect of
urban sanitation have only com-
pounded the crisis.

Waste segregation at source, mod-
elled after Surat’s, must be enforced
with digital monitoring and penalties.

Modern, decentralised sewage treatment 
plants must be set up and old infrastructure 
repaired. Focus on formalising waste picking,
expanding recycling, and supporting circular
economy practices. The city must prioritise 
land reclamation and beautification, turning 
contaminated sites into green spaces. Munici-
pal governance must be strengthened with 
data-driven management, akin to Bhubanes-
war’s, and public participation promoted 
through community cleanup drives and 
awareness campaigns. There must also be reg-
ular public disclosure of pollution data, with 
community-led monitoring.

Regional cooperation is another focus area,
with collaboration with neighbouring states 
key to reducing external pollution; the aim 
must be to bring PM2.5 levels by 40-50% from
the 2023 standards by 2028.

By 2036, India’s population could reach 1.5
billion, and if growth remains unplanned,
our cities will be swallowed by unsustainable
expansion. In Delhi-NCR alone, real estate
prices have skyrocketed by 57% since 2019,
yet infrastructure remains woefully inade-
quate to support this surge. Residents are
caught in a vicious cycle of mismanagement:
government agencies, planners, and indus-
tries repeatedly neglect their responsibilities,
turning urban growth into a ticking environ-
mental time bomb.

To remedy this, implement comprehensive
master planning — focused on walkability, 
green spaces, and sustainable growth. 
Enhance public transport and de-incentivise 
car dependence while promoting citizen 
involvement in urban development. Every 
delay exacerbates the health crisis — especially
for Delhi’s most vulnerable demographics.

Delhi must realise that progress without
clean air is hollow. The city’s survival hinges 
on an urgent pursuit of environmental justice,
underlined by a policy overhaul, tech innova-
tion, community push, and regional unity.

Amitabh Kant was India’s G20 Sherpa and is the 

former CEO of NITI Aayog. The views expressed 

are personal.

non-basmati rice, spices, and more. A
sudden tariff shock could jeopardise 
the livelihoods of thousands.

At the macroeconomic level, the
estimated annual loss of $7-8 billion is
less than 0.2% of India’s GDP, an 
impact the national economy might be
able to absorb. But for small-scale pro-
ducers, with already low risk-taking 
capacities, the consequences can be 
much more serious. These farmers 
and farming systems have limited 
buffers to withstand income loss.

India’s journey in agricultural and
trade dynamics over six decades is 
extraordinary. Once one of the world’s
largest recipients of food aid, with 
nearly 25% of its grain supply coming
from foreign assistance, India is now a
major food producer, exporter, and a
credible voice in global trade negotia-
tions. Agriculture, once a symbol of 
India’s vulnerability, is now a corner-
stone of its economic and diplomatic 
strength.

This is the double-edged reality of
August 7: It is a day to honour MS 
Swaminathan and celebrate the Green
Revolution and food sufficiency, and 
as a reminder that food sovereignty 
and food diplomacy are deeply inter-
twined. Sixty years ago, India 
depended on food aid to avert famine.
Today, it negotiates 25% tariffs with its
former food donor, as one of the 
world’s largest food exporters.

Revisiting the Green Revolution
should not only mean growing more.
It must also mean growing better — 
and negotiating smarter. India no 
longer waits for grain ships, but in a 
world of shifting geopolitics and eco-
nomic protectionism, the country 
must still navigate turbulent waters. 
This time, not to secure food, but to 
secure a fair deal for its farmers. 
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Revisiting the Green Revolution should not only mean growing more. It 
must also mean growing better — and negotiating smarter. PTI

W
e are months away from Delhi
becoming unliveable again. Every
breath then will cut years off the
lives of its residents. Progress in

technology, infrastructure, and economic 
growth is meaningless if the air we breathe is
toxic.

In 2021, the annual average level of particu-
late matter of a diameter less than 2.5 micron
(PM2.5) peaked at 126.5 µg/m3 — more than 25
times the safe limit set by the World Health 
Organization (WHO). During winter, these 
levels soar, flooding hospitals with respiratory
patients. According to the 2023 Air Quality 
Life Index, pollution claims up to 25,000 lives
annually in Delhi alone, shortening life expect-
ancy by about 6.3 years.

The economic toll is also staggering. Esti-
mates peg GDP loss at 3%, roughly $100 billion
annually, due to disrupted work, soaring health
care costs, and decreased productivity. Low-in-
come families often left unprotected against 
toxic fumes are the most vulnerable. To breathe
safely has become a privilege.

Despite this, policymakers have
offered only temporary band-aids. 
Bureaucracy, overlapping authorities,
and political apathy have failed the 
people. It is a failure of governance 
and of moral responsibility. The time
for excuses has run out. The only 
option left is radical, decisive action.

What must be done? 
Burning of biomass is the single-

largest contributor to Delhi’s air pollution, 
responsible for nearly 60% of PM2.5 emissions
annually. Burning dung, firewood, and agri-
cultural waste releases vast amounts of partic-
ulate matter, especially in winter. Policies pro-
moting clean cooking fuels like LPG — with 
subsidies of 75% — starting in NCR+ areas 
need to be enforced and community biomass
plants with subsidies for transition provided,
even as traditional cooking methods and agri-
cultural waste burning are phased out.

Contributing approximately 31% of PM2.5,
industrial processes and thermal power plants
are the second-largest source of Delhi’s pollu-
tion. Delhi-NCR hosts 12 thermal power plants
with a total capacity of 13.2 GW, but only seven
comply with the 2015 emissions standards. 
The outdated and poorly regulated plants emit
pollutants that jeopardise both health and the
environment.

Accounting for 8% of total emissions, brick
kilns are another large factor of Delhi-NCR’s 
air pollution. Currently, around 4,608 kilns 
are operating primarily in areas such as Bagh-
pat and Bulandshahr, making India’s brick 
production industry the second-largest glo-
bally, trailing only China. Present methods 
employed by these kilns release harmful pol-
lutants into the atmosphere, and also expedite
soil degradation and groundwater depletion.

Mandatory flue gas desulphurisation in
thermal plants must be enforced in accord-
ance with the applicable emission standards,
outdated plants older than 35 years must be 
shut with cleaner technologies replacing 
these. At the brick kilns, adoption of zigzag 
technology — arranging bricks in a zigzag pat-
tern to enhance heat transfer and combustion
efficiency, leading to reduced fuel consump-
tion and lower emissions — must be acceler-
ated. SMEs must be shifted to electric boilers,
supported by rooftop solar. Industrial zones 
must have efficient waste management, with
quarterly emission reporting and public dis-
closures. Establish efficient waste manage-
ment in industrial zones.

Responsible for roughly 8% of PM2.5 emis-
sions, Delhi’s vehicles are a significant but 
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Steady course in 
uncertain times

State must heed apex 
court’s lament on probes

L
ast month, two terror cases collapsed in Mumbai
courts when the judges found the prosecution
could not back their claims with verifiable 

evidence. Against this backdrop, the Supreme Court’s 
observations, in a Chhattisgarh corruption case, that 
the criminal justice system is focussed more on the 
“optics” of arresting and jailing the accused while 
ignoring much-needed institutional reforms, assumes 
significance. The legal process is slow and costly, and 
does not always serve the cause of justice. Jails are 
overcrowded because of undertrials awaiting closure 
in their cases for years.

Two of the apex court’s observations stood out. One,
the penchant on the part of law enforcers to establish 
guilt with confessions rather than follow scientific 
procedures. This barbaric system is a colonial legacy, as 
the court pointed out, and of a time when the 
administration was accountable to the imperial 
masters and not the citizenry. The relationship between 
the State and citizens was to have changed after 
Independence, but policing, despite Prakash Singh 
(2006), has refused to abandon its colonial legacy, 
which endows it with absolute power and allows it to 
ignore the rights given to all citizens, including those 
accused of crimes. Two, the court’s lament on the lack 
of investment in special prosecution wings, forensic 
infrastructure, and witness protection programmes. 
The confessions culture is an outcome of ignoring 
forensics and other scientific methods in probes. Lower 
constabulary that does the preliminary investigation, is 
rarely trained in forensics or the use of technology, 
which influences it to lean on extra-judicial methods to 
solve crimes. This is as much the case with investigators 
and courts that deal with white collar crimes such as 
corruption, where notional losses end up as sensational 
claims and, in some cases, public indictment of the 
decision makers, until the judiciary intervenes. 
Hopefully, the court will follow up on its observations 
and get the government to act on these concerns.

A
 lot happened in the run-up to the 56th 
meeting of the Monetary Policy Committee
(MPC) of RBI which ended on Wednesday.
IMF’s July update to the World Economic

Outlook upgraded the Indian and world economy’s 
growth forecasts. Post this update, US president 
Donald Trump imposed a tariff of 25% on India and 
termed the Indian economy as “dead”. (Hours after the 
MPC decision, he announced an additional 25% tariff as
penalty for India’s crude oil imports from Russia.) How 
all of this turns out for the Indian economy is difficult 
to forecast at the moment. Therefore, it is 
understandable that the MPC has kept its growth 
forecast for 2025-26 unchanged at 6.5%, and not 
changed either the policy rate, or its stance. Having said 
that, the tone of the MPC resolution and the governor’s 
statement could have been slightly more guarded.

And a more reassuring one on three fronts at least. 
One, Trump’s tariff announcements could pose 
problems for exporters to the US and they might need 
some banking support as prospects of orders and 
earnings, and disruptions to them, remain uncertain. 
Two, if India does rejig its crude oil purchases to 
reduce Russian buying, it could have an inflationary 
impact via the energy price route and eat into the 
available monetary policy space on account of low 
inflation. As RBI itself pointed out, the existing benign 
inflation environment — an annual forecast of 3.1% — 
is largely on account of food prices. And three, if food 
prices remain depressed for a longer time, its benefits 
in terms of low inflation could be outdone by the 
headwinds for rural incomes and, therefore, demand.

To be sure, none of these would have warranted a 
different course of action in terms of policy decisions, 
namely the policy rate and policy stance being kept 
unchanged. MPC is absolutely justified in waiting for 
the transmission effects of frontloaded rate cuts and 
committing itself to what data shows in the future. This 
raises an interesting question as far as Indian policy 
making is concerned. Is RBI’s, especially its quasi-
independent arm MPC’s, policy signalling really 
independent or largely in sync with the larger 
economic policy apparatus? If it is indeed the latter, is 
the current indifference to recent events in policy 
commentary part of a conscious strategy to deal with 
Trump’s threats to the Indian economy’s larger 
interests? As long as there is an objective appraisal of 
the Indian economy’s strengths, weaknesses and 
negotiables in this bargain, things should be fine.

T
oday, India commemo-
rates the birth centenary of
MS Swaminathan, the
agriculture scientist and
administrator credited for
seeding India’s Green Rev-

olution. The government of India will
issue a ₹100 commemorative coin to 
honour his contributions. This mile-
stone also marks the country’s hard-
earned journey toward food self-suffi-
ciency, a transformation that began 
with the Green Revolution. 

The Green Revolution, launched in
the mid-1960s, stands as one of the 
most significant turning points in 
India’s history and a landmark in 
global agricultural transformation. It
remains a powerful example of what 
science — when applied strategically 
and in close partnership with farmers
— can accomplish.

Food sufficiency was the most
urgent and fundamental challenge 
that India and its 330 million people 
faced immediately after Independ-
ence. The country’s existence was 
described as ship-to-mouth, as it liter-
ally waited for food shipments, espe-
cially wheat from the US, to dock at its

ports. This heavy dependence on the 
US PL-480 programme, a food aid ini-
tiative, painted a grim picture for a 
nation where over 70% of the popula-
tion was engaged in agriculture but 
unable to feed itself.

The mid-1960s marked a pivotal
shift, as the Green Revolution began 
primarily in Punjab, Haryana, and 
western Uttar Pradesh. A series of 
innovations followed: the introduction
of high-yielding, rust-resist-
ant wheat varieties; advance-
ments in irrigation; pest 
management; and a strong 
focus on productivity. The 
impact was transformative. 
Wheat production surged 
from 12 million tonnes in the
mid-1960s to 21 million ton-
nes by 1970-71, and further 
soared to 76 million tonnes 
by the late 1990s. Rice yields increased
from approximately two tonnes/hec-
tare in the 1960s to about six tonnes/
hectare by the mid-1990s. India went 
from being a food-aid-dependent 
importer to a self-sufficient net 
exporter by the late 1980s.

Today, India is the world’s second-
largest food producer, self-sufficient in
grains, and exporting close to $52 bil-
lion worth of agricultural products. 
The Green Revolution was not only a
scientific and developmental triumph,
it was a socio-economic and a geopoli-
tical one as well.

This is what we celebrate on August
7 — the journey from dependency to 

leadership, from scarcity to surplus. 
It’s a celebration of self-sufficiency, 
sovereignty, and the power of partner-
ship between science and farmers.

But this moment of celebration is
also a time for reflection. While the 
Green Revolution brought dramatic 
gains, the next revolution must focus
on inclusivity, diversification, profita-
bility, and sustainability. India’s agri-
cultural backbone remains rooted in 

smallholder farms: Over 80%
of farms are mixed-crop,
low-input, low-output sys-
tems that are highly vulnera-
ble. It is still a story of pro-
duction by the masses, not
mass production.

Ironically, this August 7
will also mark the imposi-
tion of a 25% reciprocal tariff
by the US on Indian goods,

including key agricultural exports. 
This is historically poignant: The same
country that once supplied food aid to
India now sees it as a trade competitor
and global food leader. The tariffs 
present a significant threat to Indian 
farmers and the rural economy. 
Export-oriented produce such as sea-
food, rice, and spices — often driven 
by small-scale producers — face the 
risk of cancelled orders, price crashes,
and logistical chaos. For instance, Odi-
sha’s shrimp exports, valued at 
around $170 million and with over 
95% exposure to the US market, are at
high risk. This story repeats across 
many commodities — basmati and 

Building on the gains 
of Green Revolution
The birth centenary of 
MS Swaminathan is an 
occasion to reflect on the 
past and future of India’s 
food production
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As the only country capable of 
conveying the horrors of the atomic 
bomb, we will pass down the 
memory of this tragic experience & 
lead global efforts to prevent such a 

calamity from happening again
On the 80th anniversary of the bombing of Hiroshima

A road map to mitigate 
Delhi’s pollution crisis
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MPC is right to wait for the transmission effects 
of rate cuts and keep policy rate unchanged
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Inflation dynamics 
No space for policy rate cuts 

Analysts and economists in financial markets were debating over the past few 

weeks whether the Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) of the Reserve Bank of 

India (RBI) will be in a position to reduce the policy repo rate further. A poll pub-

lished by this newspaper earlier this week showed that some analysts expected 

the MPC to reduce the policy repo rate by 25 basis points in the August meeting. 

However, the six-member MPC on Wednesday unanimously decided to leave the 

policy rate unchanged at 5.5 per cent. The commentary accompanying this pru-

dent decision clearly indicated that, as things stand, the committee may not be 

able to reduce the policy repo rate any further in this cycle. Hopes in the market 

had arisen after the June inflation numbers surprised on the downside and led to 

a downward revision in annual inflation forecasts. 

The MPC also reduced its inflation projection for this financial year from 3.7 

per cent to 3.1 per cent, which is significantly lower than the target of 4 per cent. 

However, there were several reasons for a prudent central bank not to reduce the 

policy rate in the present circumstances. First, monetary policy needs to be for-

ward-looking. Therefore, while the inflation projection for this financial year has 

been revised lower, the inflation rate in the fourth quarter is projected at 4.4 per 

cent. It is further expected to increase to 4.9 per cent in the first quarter of 2026-27. 

Thus, given that the inflation rate is expected to be much higher than the target 

in the coming quarters and will substantially reduce the real policy rate, it would 

not have been prudent to lower the policy rate further. 

Second, the lower headline inflation rate is being driven by volatile food prices, 

particularly prices of vegetables. The core inflation rate was at 4.4 per cent in June. 

A reversal in food prices would also affect the headline rate. Third, the MPC had 

front-loaded the rate intervention, which is still working through the system. 

Fourth, the MPC has not revised its growth projection. It expects the Indian econ-

omy to grow 6.5 per cent this financial year. The growth rate for the first quarter of 

2026-27 has been estimated at 6.6 per cent. Given the growth and inflation projec-

tions for the first quarter of 2026-27, it is diicult to argue for a rate cut at this stage. 

Besides, given the level of uncertainty, it is always better to avoid any policy ad-

venturism. In the context of the trade, which is the biggest source of economic un-

certainty, United States President Donald Trump on Wednesday decided to 

impose an additional ad valorem duty of 25 per cent on Indian imports as a penalty 

for importing crude oil from Russia. This development and related uncertainties 

in the system will affect the growth and inflation outlook, depending on how they 

settle and when.  

Apart from the monetary-policy decision, RBI Governor Sanjay Malhotra talked 

about liquidity management. The RBI has injected a significant amount of liquidity 

in recent months. The decision to reduce the cash reserve ratio by 100 basis points 

in June, to be implemented in four tranches, will further increase liquidity in the 

system. The RBI was absorbing excess liquidity worth over ~3 trillion daily, on aver-

age, in July. Easy liquidity conditions have helped monetary-policy transmission. 

However, as the transmission nears completion, the RBI needs to guide market ex-

pectations on liquidity, along with gauging possible unintended consequences. In 

terms of supporting growth, the RBI has done its bit and solutions to disruption in-

duced by the external environment need to be found elsewhere. 

 

Reckoning in Dhaka 
A year since the coup, the country is in a shambles 

In the year since Sheikh Hasina was ousted as Prime Minister, Bangladesh has 

transitioned from a model of economic transformation and poverty reduction to 

one of South Asia’s most unstable countries, dominated by Islamic fundamental-

ists aligned to the China-Pakistan axis. In the process, India has lost one of its 

staunchest allies, now replaced by an implacably hostile regime. An indecisive 

“interim” government under Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus is increasingly 

prey to non-democratic Islamists, who envisage a Bangladeshi caliphate. None of 

this augurs well for the country or South Asian stability. 

Inevitably, the Bangladesh economy has taken a hit. Since Dr Yunus took 

charge as “chief advisor”, the readymade garments industry, which accounted for 

83 per cent of export earnings and 13 per cent of gross domestic product (GDP), 

has been in a shambles. Some 140 factories have closed down, leaving over 100,000 

workers, mainly women, unemployed. Some global brands have left, and 20 per 

cent of the country’s order book has shifted to Vietnam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Sri 

Lanka, India, and Pakistan. The economy had grown at an average annual rate of 

over 6 per cent since 2010, but has now slowed to 3.9 per cent. It is  widely accepted 

that regime change was precipitated not by a spontaneous “students” movement” 

but by the Jamaat-i-Islami, the fundamentalists that strongly opposed the creation 

of Bangladesh in 1971, with support from Pakistan’s military establishment and 

the US, which has had a history of tension with Sheikh Hasina. 

But the former Prime Minister, despite presiding over the country’s economic 

miracle, which had powered one of the world’s poorest nations into a lower 

middle-income country in 2015, also played a role in precipitating this crisis. Her 

inability to diversify the Bangladesh economy added to the unemployment prob-

lem, especially among the youth. Those aged between 15 and 29 years accounted 

for 83 per cent of the unemployed, inevitably radicalising them and driving the 

students’ protest movement. The post-pandemic surge in inflation, compounded 

by the slowdown in global growth when Russia invaded Ukraine, exacerbated 

these problems, prompting Bangladesh to seek the International Monetary Fund 

for a bailout. Garment-industry workers, the overwhelming majority in the infor-

mal sector with non-existent benefits and job security, have felt the squeeze the 

most. These economic weaknesses added to Sheikh Hasina’s flagrant suborning 

of the institutions of governance such as the courts and the security forces to crack 

down on her opponents, an example her successors have chosen to emulate. 

The protection New Delhi has extended to a hitherto dependable neighbour pre-

cipitated the outbreak of vicious and retrograde actions, including attacks on Bang-

ladeshi Hindus and other minorities. Though India has patiently reiterated its 

support for a democratic, peaceful, and inclusive Bangladesh, Dhaka has rebuffed 

those overtures. Instead, Dr Yunus in March made a high-profile visit to China. The 

Dhaka-Beijing axis builds on relations Sheikh Hasina had nurtured during her long 

rule but the common anti-Indian slant of both countries has added a fresh dynamic 

to South Asian geopolitical paradigms. Dr Yunus announced on Tuesday that gen-

eral elections would be held in February next year, but the Jamaat, which has rarely 

garnered more than 5 per cent of the vote in past elections, will be in no hurry to 

head to the hustings. For India, recent experiences with Sri Lanka and the Maldives 

suggest that patient diplomacy while events play out is the best strategy yet.
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Swami Vivekananda said it best: “We enter the 
world like a gymnasium, to make ourselves strong.” 
But the world trading system — under Donald 
Trump’s whimsical tariffs — is beginning to re-
semble a wrestling mat rather than a gymnasium. 
Mr Trump has managed to swing trade deals in his 
favour by negotiating with each country individ-
ually. Even the 27 collective countries of the Euro-
pean Union — despite having a much larger market 
than the United States — have caved in to his press-
ure. So far, only China has stood up to him, leverag-
ing its monopoly in rare earths. 

India, whose prospects of a trade deal with the 
US looked promising after Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s rushed visit to 
the White House in February, is now 
facing  a 25 per cent tariff and an addi-
tional 25 per cent penalty for importing 
Russian oil. This is much worse than 
the 10 per cent tariff imposed on the 
United Kingdom, the 15 per cent levied 
on the EU, South Korea, and Japan, 
and the 15–20 per cent range applied to 
most of India’s competitors in East and 
South Asia. Even Pakistan that cleverly 
nominated President Trump for the 
Nobel Peace Prize and bought his 
crypto currency has come out ahead of 
India. New Delhi seems to have irri-
tated Mr Trump by vehemently denying that he 
had a role in the recent ceasefire with Pakistan. 
India is now as badly off as Brazil, Switzerland, and 
South Africa. 

While Mr Trump has focused on tariffs to beat up 
on others, it must be pointed out that the US is not as 
open as he makes it out to be. According to the Tholos 
Foundation’s Trade Barrier Index 20251, the US has 
low tariffs, but ranks 61st in the world in overall trade 
protection when non-tariff barriers (NTBs), services 
restrictions, and the strength of trade facilitation 
measures are taken into account. Mr Trump has been 

targeting countries such as Canada (4th), the UK 
(9th), Germany(15th), France (36th) and even Mexico 
(49th) and South Africa (41st), which have lower trade 
barriers than the US on this more comprehensive 
trade barrier index. After Mr Trump’s new tariffs take 
effect, the US is expected to fall from 61st to 113th out 
of 122 countries on the index, with its tariff levels 
reaching those last seen in 1930 under the infamous 
Smoot-Hawley Tariff Act — a measure that triggered 
retaliatory tariffs and helped plunge the world into 
the Great Depression. 

Of the East Asian countries, only Taiwan (26th) 
and Malaysia (36th) are relatively open. Others, such 

as Korea (85th), China (114th), the Phil-
ippines (116th), Vietnam (117th), and 
Thailand (118th), remain very protected 
with high NTB’s and services restric-
tions. The Asean (Association of South-
east Asian Nations) countries, with 
whom India has a free trade deal, have 
lower tariffs than India, but other trade 
restrictions — especially on services — 
make them highly protected as well.  

Mr Trump’s tariff wars are also flout-
ing World Trade Organization rules, 
weakening it even further. Even if a full-

scale trade war does not materialise — 
because most countries have caved in to 
Mr Trump’s demands — the world trad-

ing system will no longer be the same, and global 
economic growth will decline, according to the World 
Bank and the International Monetary Fund. The 
World Uncertainty Index, which affects investment 
decisions, remains extremely high even if it has come 
down a bit since its peak in April 2025.  

Unless things change in the coming weeks, India’s 
exporters in gems and jewellery, garments and ap-
parel, pharmaceuticals, organic chemicals will lose 
heavily if the current tariffs of 50 per cent remain, 
with job losses in all these areas. The US is India’s lar-
gest export market and expanding trade with the US 

to $500 billion by 2030 — labelled Mission 500 — 
from around $200 billion today is key to reaching 
India’s export target of $2 trillion by 2030.   

India is in a quandary. It cannot cave in to US de-
mands because of the heavy share of population still 
dependent on agriculture where the US wants India 
to open immediately but also because Mr Trump may 
demand more concessions on geopolitical issues or 
interfere in India’s internal matters. He has imposed 
a 50 per cent tariff on Brazil with whom the US has a 
trade surplus because Brazil’s judiciary has indicted 
former President Jair Bolsonaro (a friend of Donald 
Trump) and threatened secondary tariffs on coun-
tries who buy Russian oil.  Mr Trump must realise 
that his on-off relationship with Vladimir Putin can-
not be used to threaten India for buying Russian 
crude. Russian crude is no longer selling at a large dis-
count and if India were to stop buying, it would dis-
rupt global oil supplies and push oil prices higher. 

On its part, India should use this opportunity to 
lower its exceedingly high trade barriers in a win-win 
agreement. India has unnecessarily increased its trade 
protection since 2018 and now ranks 120th out of 122 
countries in the Tholos Trade Barrier Index 2025, just 
slightly better than Russia and Indonesia, which rank 
at the very bottom. Outside the sensitive agricultural 
sector, where the attempt to push down farm laws led 
to huge agitation, India has ample scope to reduce pro-
tection and make a trade deal with the US.  

But Mr Trump must realise that India cannot be 
bullied. Indira Gandhi as Prime Minister, resisted US 
President Lyndon Johnson’s food aid bullying and 
bravely helped liberate Bangladesh despite President 
Richard Nixon’s threats. Mrs Gandhi went on to help 
unleash the Green Revolution, ironically with US 
help, and removed dependence on food aid forever. 

If Prime Minister Modi could now resolve to make 
India more open and more competitive — perhaps 
even with US technology and assistance, while 
keeping its vital interests in view — he would have 
taken a step forward towards a Viksit Bharat. India 
must also aggressively pursue a trade deal with the 
EU following  a successful agreement with the UK, 
and even consider joining the Comprehensive and 
Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership 
(CPTPP). The scope to renegotiate the Asean free 
trade deal to extend it to services is also a path India 
will benefit from.  

If Mr Trump puts penalising tariffs on top of the 25 
per cent tariff already announced, India will no doubt 
lose heavily, and the growing warmth in US-India re-
lations will be set back for a long time despite the 
QUAD (Quadrilateral Security Dialogue). Whether the 
rich and influential Indian diaspora in the US can help 
prevent a break remains to be seen. The stakes for both 
India and the US are very high indeed.           
vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv 
The author is distinguished visiting scholar at the 
Institute for International Economic Policy, 
George Washington University, and the author of 
Unshackling India (HarperCollins India), which 
was declared the Best New Book in Economics by 
FT in 2022.  
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Navigating the EU’s carbon wall 
The Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) 
of the European Union (EU) was notified primarily 
to prevent carbon leakage and provide a level playing 
field for domestic (European) producers. Initially, 
the most energy-intensive sectors — such as iron and 
steel, aluminium, cement, fertilisers, electricity, and 
hydrogen — have been covered by the scheme. 
Other sectors will be included over time. The CBAM 
will become operational from January 2026.  

The EU is India’s second-largest export market. 
India exported $70 billion worth of merchandise to 
the EU in 2023, out of which CBAM-covered com-
modities were worth $7.3 billion, amounting to 10.5 
per cent of its merchandise exports 
to the EU. Iron and steel ($5.5 billion) 
and aluminium ($1.8 billion) to-
gether constituted 99 per cent of 
India’s CBAM-covered exports. Ac-
cording to a study conducted by the 
Centre for Science and Environ-
ment, if carbon is priced at  
€100 per tonne, the impact of CBAM 
would amount to an average addi-
tional tax of 25 per cent on India’s ex-
ports of CBAM-covered products to 
the EU. This would cost India $1.7 
billion, or 0.05 per cent of its gross 
domestic product. The World Bank’s Relative CBAM 
Exposure Index, which measures the impact of 
CBAM on a country’s competitiveness in the EU 
market, also indicates an adverse impact on Indian 
exports, with iron and steel being the worst hit. 

In the business-as-usual scenario, price competi-
tiveness is decided on the basis of explicit or private 
cost without internalising negative externalities in 
the price matrix. In that case, India is competitive 
vis-à-vis other competitors owing to its use of more 
emission-intensive technologies in its production 
processes. For example, 46 per cent of crude steel 
produced in India is primary steel, which uses the 

blast furnace–basic oxygen furnace (BF–BOF) route. 
Secondary steel production uses direct reduced 
iron–electric arc furnace (DRI–EAF) and DRI–induc-
tion furnace routes making up 23 per cent and 31 per 
cent, respectively. Primary steel is generally pro-
duced by the big players, whereas small and 
medium-sized players mainly make secondary steel. 
Currently, the BF–BOF route is the most prevalent 
and cost-effective method globally, and it is likely to 
constitute 60 per cent of total crude steel production 
in India by 2030, according to an estimate by the 
Ministry of Steel. The emission intensity of the BF–
BOF route is roughly 3 tonnes of CO₂ per tonne of 

crude steel (tcs), which is much 
higher than the global average of 2 
tCO₂/tcs. Other routes also have 
higher emission intensity than the 
global average. Once the emission 
cost is accounted for along with pri-
vate cost, India’s price competitive-
ness vis-à-vis competitors will 
erode. The same is true in the case 
of aluminium. 

The market structure of auth-
orised importers in the EU will 
also significantly influence the 
performance of exporters follow-

ing the implementation of CBAM. It is estimated 
that around 20,000 authorised importers would be 
importing more than the  proposed new exempted 
limit ( 50 tonne per importer per  calendar year). 
The presence of such a large number of big im-
porters indicates a reasonably competitive market 
structure. In a competitive environment, the ex-
porters can reduce their profit margins to offset the 
additional costs arising from CBAM-related carbon 
pricing and still remain competitive. Similarly, im-
porters facing competitive pressures might also 
choose to share the burden of these additional costs 
to retain market share and sales volume.  This more 

balanced market dynamic could help Indian ex-
porters maintain their foothold in the EU, despite 
the added compliance costs. 

 The small and medium enterprises (SMEs) will 
be worst hit as a result of the implementation of 
CBAM. They would not be able to initiate the decar-
bonisation process owing to a lack of finances and 
meet measuring, reporting and verification (MRV) 
requirements without hand-holding by the govern-
ment. In the ongoing free trade agreement (FTA) 
negotiations with the EU, it is advisable to press for 
special concessions for SMEs . This demand is likely 
to find some traction, especially in light of the EU’s 
recent efforts to strengthen its strategic partnership 
with India, partly in response to a shift in US engage-
ment. The increased de minimis limit for exemption 
from the  CBAM obligations for EU importers can also 
be helpful. Some facilitation efforts by the govern-
ment, for example, by opening a facilitation oice in 
the EU may help. (Though market forces should help 
Indian small players gain market access in the same 
way as in the pre-CBAM regime). 

The big players are still better placed to combat 
this challenge. They have deeper pockets and some 
of them have already taken measures through their 
ongoing decarbonisation initiatives. These com-
panies can also employ a dual-market strategy — 
exporting their low-carbon production to the EU 
while reserving higher-emission goods for the do-
mestic market or countries with less stringent en-
vironmental regulations. This approach is 
particularly viable for sectors like steel and alumin-
ium, which enjoy strong and growing domestic de-
mand — a trend expected to continue given India’s 
growth path.   
vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv 
The authors are, respectively, distinguished 
fellow and consultant with Research and 
Information System for Developing Countries.  
The views are personal

Jacinda Ardern’s kind of governance 

neha bhatt 

Former New Zealand Prime Minister 
Jacinda Ardern’s memoir begins in an 
unusual place: Her friend’s bathroom, 
where she is waiting for a big reveal with 
bated breath. A pregnancy test lies on the 
sink. It’s several days after election night 
in 2017, a time of high political drama 
and tense negotiations to win a majority. 
Ms Ardern writes: “I was days away from 
learning if I would run a country, and 
now, I was seconds away from learning if 
I would do it while having a baby.” 

The book then cuts to New Zealand’s 

famed countryside, as her family car 
makes its way through the dense forest to 
a town called Murupara, where Ms 
Ardern’s father served as a police oicer 
and she attended school. 

Decades later, when asked by a 
journalist where she “first became 
political,” she replied, “because I lived in 
Murupara,” where she witnessed 
poverty, inequality, and “the way 
circumstances can push a community 
into diiculty”. This early exposure to 
poverty, along with dozens of other 
experiences she recounts in her book, 
reveals what fuelled her commitment to 
social justice and helped shape the 
leader she chose to become. 

A Different Kind of Power is a political 
memoir powered by a terrific selection of 
stories woven together in an absorbing 
narrative. The book does two things 
particularly well. It presents a 
sensitively-told, vividly-imagined 
personal story framed against a pivotal 

political era in New Zealand. It also lays 
down, without being preachy or overt, a 
compelling blueprint for empathetic 
leadership and is a call to bring more 
kindness into politics, channelling Ms 
Ardern’s trademark style, while both in 
power and in opposition. 

A fierce debater, Ms Ardern has been a 
speechwriter most of her life, but to her 
credit, the book is nothing like a political 
manifesto. It is an assured and often 
moving account of a career built with 
care, but not one without frequent self-
doubt. We travel with her from campaign 
to campaign as part of the Labour Party, as 
the story moves seamlessly between her 
deepest moments of vulnerability, grief, 
exhaustion, to her hard-won professional 
highs. It is also a thoroughly engrossing 
and often humorous behind‑the‑scenes 
portrait of the relentless demands of 
political life and being “conditioned to 
crisis”, while trying to date and then build 
a family and field all kinds of sexist 

questions from the media and 
in Parliament. 

From the moment she was 
elected as Prime Minister, Ms 
Ardern quickly distinguished 
herself in global politics as a 
wholesome and progressive 
leader — while being the 
world’s youngest female head 
of state, only the second leader 
to give birth in oice, and the 
first to breastfeed at the UN 
General Assembly. 

Even as Ms Ardern walks 
readers through the policies 
she championed, including 
child welfare, climate change, 
and affordable housing, she 
shares intimate reflections on 
steering her country through 
crises. The most harrowing was the 
Christchurch mosque attack that led to a 
swift overhaul of New Zealand’s gun 
laws. A deadly volcanic eruption 
followed, and then came the Covid-19 
pandemic, where her early response 
earned international praise for keeping 
the virus at bay. But as subsequent waves 

triggered fresh lockdowns 
and economic strain, public 
sentiment began to shift. Ms 
Ardern currently faces an 
inquiry in New Zealand into 
her government’s handling of 
the pandemic. 

She is candid about deeply 
personal moments as well. She 
details the toll of undergoing 
fertility treatment after years 
of choosing “politics over 
family” and the joy of an 
unexpected pregnancy. She 
shares the challenges of being 
a new parent while doing the 
country’s top job: The pain of 
missing out, the effort to build 
a close-knit childcare circle 
with her partner Clarke and 

her family, and what happens when that 
support system suddenly collapses on 
important work days. There is the story of 
her stressing over baking her daughter’s 
birthday cakes from scratch, of Clarke’s 
marriage proposal at a special spot, 
security detail discreetly in tow, of her 
daughter’s unexpected questions about 

profound things that catch her off guard. 
While the criticisms of her 

government overpromising and under-
delivering on housing, inflation and 
poverty reduction don’t get much 
airtime, she does confront her waning 
popularity and growing fatigue in the 
months leading up to her resignation. Ms 
Ardern’s legacy continues to resonate: 
Through this memoir, a new 
documentary, and her public work, 
including her fellowships at Harvard 
University, where she also teaches 
courses on empathetic leadership. These 
roots had long been planted back home, 
as she writes in the book. During one of 
her many school visits across New 
Zealand as Prime Minister, she once 
asked children to describe what a 
politician looked like. The answers were 
bleak: Selfish, old, liar, bald. Near the end 
of her tenure, at another such visit, a new 
description emerged: Kind. 
vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv 
The reviewer is a Delhi-based freelance 
journalist who writes on policy, 
development, public health, gender 
and culture
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Needed: A win-win trade deal
The stakes for India and the US are very high

IF TRUTH BE 
TOLD 
ajay chhibber

rajeev kher &  
anshuman gupta

illustration: binay sinha



EDWARD ABBEY

The idea of wilderness needs no defence, 
it only needs defenders

A thought for today

Bihar’s Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of  voter rolls is now in the 
phase of  claims and objections, which,
unsurprisingly, is turning into a fierce
fight not only for setting narratives but
also for influencing peoples’ futures.

Election Commission has also found itself  in Supreme
Court, justifying its decision to carry out SIR at short
notice even as anecdotal evidence has detailed the 
chaos and hardship generated by the exercise.

States collect statistics to ascertain certain truths
about societies they govern. They also generate socio-
economic data to work out who needs public goods and
what welfare policies should be formulated. Yet such
data collection exercises invariably sow confusion in
the minds of  citizens. 

This is because even the most incorruptible bureau-
cracies consist of  people, just like us, with political
and economic preferences. The question remains 
wide open as to the extent to which the aims of  well-
meaning bureaucrats and politicians dovetail with the
interests of  various social groups.

Beyond the 65L deletions | Deceased individuals
(22L), those with duplicate enrolments (7L),
those who are untraceable or moved perma-
nently outside Bihar (36L), and those who do
not hold Indian nationality can also be removed,
thereby turning the SIR into a de facto, albeit 
partial, National Register of  Citizens. Anyone who
considers themselves wrongly excluded from electoral
rolls has until Aug to prove their eligibility to be on the
voter list.

Each enumeration form was submitted electroni-
cally by roughly 1L booth level officers (BLOs) using 
an OTP-verified system on their mobile phones. In
practice, BLOs may know someone locally and add
them to the digital queue. Names, dates of  birth, and
signatures would suffice for the draft rolls, EC had con-
ceded, and documents could be uploaded later. Physical
door-to-door verification of  online enumeration forms
will take place between July 26 and Aug 25.

Some BLOs were satisfied with Aadhaar numbers,
voter IDs and/or ration cards, all of  which SC sought
EC use as valid proofs of  identity. Others may, however,
demand other proof  for age, residence, and citizenship.
As in Census operations, there is considerable leeway
for BLOs to exercise discretion.

Social statistics are not bedrock truths. They are, on
the contrary, negotiated between states and societies,
the latter shaping the contours of  future governance by
the former. Objections, even accusations, are as much
part of  the process as are clarifications of  and modifi-
cations to procedures. Human error, too, is built in. 
There is scope for human bias, but also for crosschecking
data. Last but not the least, statistics are doomed to 
feature in games of  political football between incum-
bents in office and their challengers.

RJD, Congress and allies allege that Bihar’s Muslims,
Dalits and the rural poor are adversely affected by a hasty
SIR, which, they believe,
could have taken place
after the state
election.

But if  over nine-tenths of
the electorate have already submitted their enumeration
forms, then this line of  attack loses steam.

Likewise, NDA leaders claim that Bangladeshis, 
Nepalis and other nationalities have been found in 
droves. Here again, it is worth pointing out that the 
culling of  65L names did not consider nationality. 
Moreover, before physical verification of  documents, it
is impossible to say how many foreign nationals, if  any,
were on Bihar’s old voter lists.

Messy social realities | These defy partisan postures. It
is wholly plausible that everybody who can and wishes
to vote in Bihar this Nov will be able to do so. Equally,
any such EC-directed exercise may lack the capacity to
double up as an NRC. It is also instructive that Assam’s
NRC generated a slew of  complaints, including from

the CM, about inclusions and exclusions. 
Of  the approximately 19L individuals left out of  the

SC-supervised NRC, non-Assamese Hindus were as likely
as Muslims to face exclusion. Yet groups considered 
indigenous to Assam also encountered obstacles in 
registering. The final outcome, therefore, cannot be 
viewed through a partisan lens.

It may be best to regard statistical exercises such as
Bihar’s SIR or Assam’s NRC as negotiated social 
processes by which ‘rulers and their subjects’ work out
their collective futures. These negotiations are noisy,
even acrimonious at times. Well-meaning activists may
fret over the fate of  the poor, but Assam and now Bihar
suggest that the poor, however defined, do not lack the
means to negotiate with modern states, about who gets
to vote and who merits welfare.

Similarly, attempts to communalise enumeration
exercises by contending parties rarely work: the
marginalised and the minorities are far from 
passive victims. Despite the odds, they have learnt
how to navigate the labyrinth of  statecraft, and,
ultimately, claim their place in our fiercely-
contested democracy. 

Whatever the aims of  policymakers, ordinary
people invariably act collectively, often across
neat identity categories, to defend their rights
and pursue their interests in difficult circums-

tances.
Digital voter rolls are now widely accepted across

India. The idea of  returning to the ballot boxes of
yore has few takers. EC cannot avoid wrangles

or questions at this time. But there
would be less controversy if

these updates were regular
and timely, say, after

every 5 years, and/or
not tied in terms of

optics to a key

state
election.
For democracy
to be meaningful, 
voters must see electoral
exercises as fair and 
beyond reproach.

The writer teaches at 
Georgetown University, Qatar

Uday Chandra

It’s Not Yes SIR, No SIR
EC’s revision of voter rolls in Bihar shows not just that allegations of both BJP & opposition are overblown 

but also that ordinary citizens are not passive actors. People can successfully negotiate with state
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At 100 years old, most people would
consider slowing down. Fauja
Singh, however, chose to speed up

– quite literally. The British Sikh cente-
narian stunned the world by completing
marathons well into his 100s. His story
is not just a feat of  physical endurance,
but a living testimony to the Sikh view
of  life and death: that both are part of  an
eternal race, one not to be feared, but
embraced with courage, humility, and
unshakable faith.

Death is not a deadline; it is a divine
design. One cannot predict it, prepare
for it in worldly terms, or escape it – but
one can transform it from a moment of
fear into a moment of  remembrance of
the creator of  the universe. It is this
profound understanding that 
underpins the resilience of  people 
such as Fauja Singh. 

Guru Nanak Dev declared:
“Jo aaiaa so chalsee sabh koee
aaee vaareeae,” (Sri Guru
Granth Sahib P 474) –
whoever has come, shall
depart; all shall have their
turn.

What makes Fauja
Singh extraordinary is not
just his longevity, but the
Sikh spirit of  Chardi Kala –
eternal optimism – that
propelled his journey. After
personal tragedies, in-
cluding the loss of  his wife
and son, Fauja Singh chose
to run towards health,
towards community causes,
and perhaps, unknowingly,
towards the Sikh ideal of
seva, selfless service 
through inspiration. 

In interviews, Singh

Perhaps there is mercy in this unkno-
wing. For the uncertainty of  our end lies
in the hands of  the One who breathes life
into us and gently reclaims it. As Guru
Nanak Dev profoundly states, “Maran
na moorat puchhiaa puchhee thit na
vaar,” – death does not ask time; it does
not ask date or day of  the week.

In honouring Fauja Singh’s remar-
kable journey, we catch a glimpse of  the
profound unity between life and death.
In this continuum, each breath becomes
an invitation to run with intention,
serve with grace, and remember the
Divine with steadfast devotion. This
awareness is not meant to burden us,
but to awaken us – to infuse our days
with courage, thankfulness, and 
spiritual resolve. May we, too, summon
our inner resilience, step into life’s
marathon with faith, and trust that the
One who grants us breath will carry us
through our final mile.

often attributed his energy to his
simple living, vegetarian diet,

and deep faith. He once said,
“The reason i am so fit is
because i believe in God.”
This tension-free mindset is
Gurmat, the Guru’s wisdom
in action. 

Gurbani teaches us that
death is inevitable. It is the
law of  nature. Whosoever is
born must die. Rich and poor,
young and old, all die. 

Guru Nanak Dev says,
“Sabhnaa marnaa aaiaa
vechhoraa sabhnaah,” – death
comes to all, and all must
suffer separation. The 
moment of  death remains a
mystery to all but God. Death
arrives without regard for
time, age, or place – often
suddenly and without reason.

Stepping Into Life’s Marathon With Faith
Stuti Malhotra

Three weeks from now, India will be the most heavily tariffed
seller in the US market besides Brazil. Yesterday, through an
executive order, Trump imposed an additional ad valorem

duty of  25% on India for “directly or indirectly importing Russian
Federation oil”, taking the total to 50%. GOI probably saw this 
coming from the time Trump’s tone changed from friendly to 
brusque a week ago. Where he had talked up the chances of  a 
trade deal with India on July 8 – “We are close to making a deal 
with India” – on July 30 he slapped a 25% import duty along with the
threat of  an unspecified penalty. Now, the suspense is over.

It’s impossible to fathom Trump’s logic. From the start, China
was the presumed target of  his tariff  war. US runs its largest goods

trade deficit with Beijing – worth $295bn in
2024. At one point, Trump raised tariffs on
China to 145%, but China’s retaliation with 
a rare earths supply freeze made him see 
reason. Now, China is tariffed at 30%. If  
Russian oil triggers Trump, China and Türkiye
are also big buyers, yet they have not been 
“penalised”. 

It may be that Trump’s acting in frustra-
tion. He had boasted he would end the Ukraine
war within 24 hours of  taking office, but six

months have passed and Putin remains defiant. Perhaps, Trump 
believes stopping oil revenues will bring Putin to the table. And 
since he seems unable to touch China for now, India possibly seems
like a softer target to him. But this is a huge mistake. For almost 
80 years, India has refused to be cowed by hegemons. Yesterday, 
it termed Trump’s action “unfair, unjustified and unreasonable”
and made it clear it will “take all actions necessary to protect its 
national interests”.

As TOI has said before, the current discount on Russian oil is so
little that India saves not more than $2bn a year. It could easily 
pivot to West Asian oil, but the resultant increase in crude prices 
would hurt all. Besides, if India chooses to pivot, it won’t be on
Trump’s terms. While negotiations with US will continue, Indian
exporters are under pressure, so deals with other countries must be
prioritised. India should also look beyond goods exports – tourism,
for instance – to increase forex earnings. 

Won’t Be Trumped
GOI has called out Trump’s extra tariffs for what they

are. He was wrong to think hegemony will work

‘Attending late-night parties could invite rape or gang rape,’
screamed posters plastered on Ahmedabad road dividers. Bet,
many passers-by nodded sanctimoniously. However, social
media outrage over such sexist nonsense forced police to 
pull down what they themselves had green-lighted. Two senior 
officials red-facedly confessed that they permitted a social 

organisation’s ‘traffic awareness’ campaign – but did not vet its content.
So, once again women get the ‘challan’ for their violator’s out-of-control libido.

And the actual culprit is let off  to rape again. Rare instances of  men being told
to refrain equally trivialise this grave and continuous crime. Haryana khap
panchayat member Jitender Chhatar made the remarkable medical discovery
that ‘chowmein leads to hormonal imbalance evoking an urge to indulge in
such acts’. So MSG actually stands for ‘male sexual glutamate’. Wow!

CPI leader Atul Kumar Anjan’s finding was as awesome. At a UP
rally, he thundered that the ‘condom ad featuring Sunny Leone will
unleash more rapes.’ He got his come-uppance: he ‘kept vomiting’ 
after watching porn, ‘only for one-or two minutes’ and, of  course,

‘only for research purposes’. 
Sometimes “’Tis not in ourselves, but in our stars, that we

are…” A Bangalore astrologer concluded that ‘Aries women
are likely to be raped in the bathroom’ and a Capricornian 

victimised by ‘father, mother or colleague’. Sort of  agreeing, the 94-year-old
shankaracharya of  Dwarka Peeth said women ‘should stop all their drum-
beating’ over visiting the inner sanctum of  Maharashtra’s Shani Shingnapur
temple. ‘Worshipping Shani will give rise to crimes against them like rape.’ 

So now we know that women only are to blame for ‘wearing tight clothes’ and
not obeying such important rules. They never get raped because they belong to
wrong caste, creed or class. Who asked them to work in a powerful politician’s
house or public hospital; go on assignment to deserted mills; or take a late bus
home? What’s rape got to do with our indulgently saying ‘boys will be boys’?
Then, Sir, girls can also be girls, no? Hai hai, madam-ji, you mad or wot?

***
Alec Smart said: “Tariff  pe tariff  is trade justice delayed and denied.”

Our fault only
Bachi Karkaria

One more absurd ‘cause’ for rape

erratica

Tuesday’s flash flood in Uttarakhand’s Dharali village shouldn’t
be dismissed as just another mountain disaster. Its causes
might have been beyond human control, but human choices

amplified the effects. Traditional hill homes are built on slopes and
terraces, out of  harm’s way, but the buildings swept away by the 
torrent at Dharali had encroached on the floodplain. Reports say 
some three dozen hotels, homestays and shops were in the water’s
path. In good times, these were prime “waterfront” properties, 
attracting pilgrims and tourists making a beeline for Gangotri
hardly 20km away. Tuesday just happened to be a bad day.

As climate change makes such events more frequent, there will
be more bad days across the hills. That’s why choices we make now
are crucial. Dharali is among the beneficiaries of  govt’s Char Dham

push. Wider highways mean ease of  travel,
and tourist numbers have risen fast
across the circuit. In 1956, minister OV
Alagesan had told Lok Sabha: “People have
to walk four days to reach Badrinath.” 
Road construction after the 1962 war, and
bus services, boosted the visitor count to
2L. But what’s happening now is unprece-
dented, and perhaps excessive. Last year,

when the highway project was 75% complete, more than 14L visited
Badrinath, and over 16L Kedarnath.

Influx of  millions of  tourists, and their cars, into geologically
fragile zones may be good for business, but is risky otherwise. Roads
have been widened at the cost of  forests, and hillsides and riverbeds
burdened with concrete buildings everywhere, be it Garhwal, Shimla
or Mandi. It’s not surprising that all new mountain highway pro-
jects are plagued by landslides every day. That’s why SC’s remark
last month, in connection with a Himachal case, deserves attention:
“Earning revenue is not everything. Revenue cannot be earned at
the cost of  environment and ecology.” Other countries have trifled
with nature and paid a price. The Soviets famously dried up Aral Sea
by diverting the rivers that fed it, to grow more cotton. They got reve-
nue, but at what cost? India must seriously weigh the intangible
costs and benefits of  its infra projects to avoid more Dharalis.

Eco Logic
Put ecology before economy while developing
mountain infra, or prepare for more Dharalis
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Calvin and Hobbes

Calvin & Hobbes

Consider three seemingly unrelated
developments. “You can’t hire Indians,
set up factories in China and park 
profits in Ireland,” Trump said to US
big-tech in mid-July, following this by
imposing a 25% effective tariff  rate on

Indian exports to US, followed up with a further 25% on
account of  India’s Russian oil trade. Microsoft briefly
stopped providing services to Nayara Energy, a Russi-
an-owned oil refiner in India. India’s flagship fighter
programme, LCA, is further delayed as supplies of
engines from GE are held up.

These developments are strung together via an
umbilical thread defining the geo-economics of  a
new, post End-of-History world. 

l While free trade is likely to continue, every
single piece of  it can (and will) be weaponised – in a
way not seen since the formation of  Opec in response
to Israel-Arab war in 1973. Opec was a single trick 
pony. For a large-scale, omnibus global trade war,
one needs to go back to the days preceding WW2. 

l Every piece of  leverage available will be used for
a trade – either economic or political. The era of  grand
bargains – for example, US offering non-reciprocal
market access in lieu of  political alliances – is over.

Today, US is using its enormous consumer 
market to drive tariffs and select, often shifting, 
political objectives. China is using its monopoly of  
rare earth minerals as a counter. Note the significant
softening of  US’s stance on China (it’s recently denied
permission to Taiwan’s president to stop-over at New
York en route to Latin America) as shortage of  rare
earths bite key industries. For Indians, it would seem
US is weaponising Pakistan (economically a non-
variable) too against India.

l To cap it all, large swathes of  key technologies
that underpin business and lives today are monopolised
(manufactured goods with China, software technology
with US), enabling a level of  leverage that Opec lacked
even at its peak. 

India navigates this uniquely tough global board as

a large, soon to be the 3rd largest economy in the world,
but way smaller than the Big Two. Instinctively 
unwilling and practically unable to commit to alliances.
Aspiring for global influence but hamstrung by the 
realities of  a poor (but democratic) polity. What it 
needs is cold decision-making that’s divorced from the
vicissitudes of  daily politics. 

For starters, the manufacturing vs services debate
is moot. As much as the premise of  manufacturing as a
jobs sink. Manufacturing is required as a strategic 
imperative. Not necessarily in stitching T-shirts that

employ millions, but an ecosystem that can realistically
support a domestic aero-engine effort. 

Today a US big-tech firm is withdrawing critical 
infra services to a Russian entity in response to European
sanctions. Tomorrow, what prevents a similar sanctions
regime from cutting off  services to India? If  data 
isn’t localised, a foreign corporation (and govt) could
have the switch to cut-off  India’s access to India’s 
own data.

Atmanirbharta needs to get into brasstacks mode.
Some areas (those related to data, access, IT infra) are
best addressed via policies, maybe even weaponised 
as leverage in trade negotiations. In some others, 
especially those related to ‘crown jewel’ capabilities

(aero-engines, quantum computing, 5th/6th generation
combat aircraft), it is necessary to have domestic 
design-development-manufacturing capabilities. 

Encouraging private sector investments through a
mix of  policy and tax incentives has fallen short. In
most cutting-edge areas, not only is domestic talent 
pool shallow but Indian private capital pool is also 
unwilling to make large bets on ventures with high 
tail-risks. An Indian private entity will not invest in 
designing a new Indian medium aircraft and take it
through a development cycle. Ergo, it’s down to govt.

A proven model already exists, in the form of  
Project ATV (Advanced Technology Vessel). For four
decades, this ultra-secretive national programme to
develop a nuclear submarine (SSBN) was run directly
under PMO. Design, development and final assembly
were coordinated under one roof. The submarine
hull was fabricated by private sector L&T, public
sector shipyard capabilities were mobilised at the
Ship Building Centre (SBC) that assembled the final
submarines. When critical nuclear propulsion tech-
nology was proving to be a bridge too far, Vajpayee
concluded a political deal with Russia for the 
reactor technology. 

Mission-critical technologies and products will
need ATV model of  execution. Public sector ‘work
culture’, inability to pay private sector (at times,
global private sector) compensation for the right 
talent, scepticism of  end-users about an Indian 

product delivering only 75% of  the global best 
performance – these are not insurmountable barriers.
Beg, borrow, steal, rob, trade – nothing should be 
beyond scope. But only a sovereign can ensure such 
actions remain within scope.

India’s resources are too limited and its scale too
small for critical missions to be left to private risk-
taking. And there is no alternative. India’s freedom of
decision-making will be critically dependent on its 
ability to be atmanirbhar in critical technologies.

Rashtra Samarthya, state capacity, is the biggest 
imperative for India to embrace this uncertain new
world. The Indian state has to rise to the occasion. 

The writer is CIO of  an asset & wealth management firm

In A Hostile New World, Can Our Govt Save Us?
With US & China weaponising every piece of trade, India can’t depend on them for mission-critical
technologies & products. It must manufacture these itself & its private sector isn’t up to the task

Somnath Mukherjee
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but great rivers flow silently.
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Last week, the Supreme Court observed that if  the deteriorat-
ing ecological balance in Himachal Pradesh goes unchecked,
the state could ‘vanish into thin air’. The same holds true for
Uttarakhand, as the destruction caused by flash floods in
Harshil Valley shows. The devastation underscores — yet aga-
in — that India’s approach to development for the Himalayan
states is backfiring. Instead of  persisting with this destructi-
ve path, the approach must be rooted in science and ecological
realities of  the region.

Yes, it will require making hard choices. But looking at the sca-
le of  destruction, the choice is clear. Steep slopes, young geo-
formations and diverse microclimates make the region vulner-

able to climate-induced changes. The regi-
on’s average temperature is rising faster
than the global average, resulting in more
cloudbursts, excessive rainfall and flash
floods. Deforestation and unchecked rise
in human and vehicular traffic only add
to this destructive cocktail.

Bringing science into policymaking me-
ans moving away from business-as-usual approaches that div-
orce development from ecological well-being. The region’s eco-
logical specificities are well known. National Mission for Sus-
taining the Himalayan Ecosystem is part of  2008 National Ac-
tion Plan on Climate Change. Research institutions and Coali-
tion for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI) must be in-
tegrated into the policymaking process. Creating an interface
between science, policy, people and business will provide the
foundation for both economically and ecologically sustaina-
ble development. Failing to do so will leave Himalayan states
trapped in a vicious cycle of  extreme weather events, and loss
of  lives and assets, eliciting more sighs and handwringing.

HP & U’khand Again,
Lessons Anyone?

Bell Curves  R Prasad

ChatGPT
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Global Insured Catastrophe Losses

Global insured losses from natural catastrophes in H1
(USD bn, 2025 prices)

If India wants China 
to shiver,

It must play the role of 
sly giver —

Be pals with the States,
While managing fates,
� rough Russia, down 

that old Cold War river!
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Global insured catastrophe losses reached $80 billion in the fi rst half 
of 2025, above trend, according to a report by reinsurer Swiss Re.  
Overall, natural disasters caused $135 billion in economic losses in 
the fi rst half of the year, of which insurance covered about 59%... 

...The percentage of insured 
losses is higher than the 
last 10-yr avg. of 42% and 
refl ects that much of the 
damage caused by disasters 
was in US (Wildfi res) & 
other regions of relatively 
high insurance penetration
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The rupee is facing intense pressure from Donald Trump’s
latest additional 25% tariff  announcement for buying
Russian oil, and RBI is understood to have stepped up in-
tervention in the forex market. The Indian currency has
performed poorly against a basket of  Asian counterpar-
ts because of  the varied incidence of  retaliatory US tar-
iffs. Demand for dollars is climbing on account of  crude
oil imports and capital flight from Indian equities. Yet, the
international price of  oil and benchmark stock indices
are relatively stable after the US tariff  imposition, which
limits descent of  the rupee. The currency is fairly valued
in terms of  real effective exchange rate, and there is room
for depreciation in order to counteract the altered dyna-
mics of  international trade in goods.

India’s approach to exchange rate management is guided
by the principle of  addressing volatility, rather than target-

ing any specific level for the rupee. This
requires a lower dependence on forex
reserves to defend the rupee. To the ex-
tent that Trump tariffs could slow Ind-
ia’s growth, rupee depreciation is an in-
evitable outcome. This can be managed
—magnified or dampened — to suit Ind-
ia’s export competitiveness. But such ef-

fects are likely to be incremental given the economy’s re-
liance on services exports and remittances. Allowing the
rupee to find its own level would probably be the policy
outcome of  choice while the US adjusts to rising inflation.

A slowing US economy has a bearing on global energy
demand and capital flows, the proximate causes for rupee
movement. Bigger shifts will occur, now that the Trump
regime has acted on its intention to stop Indian access to
Russian crude oil. The effects will be at two levels. First,
the price of  oil will be affected if  Russian supplies are with-
drawn from the market. Second, India will have to pay
more in dollars for the oil imports it will need to switch
away from Russia. This, however, is a developing situati-
on, with little clarity over Chinese purchases of  Russian
oil. Watch this space.

Track Rupee-Tariff,
And Russian Oil, FX
Room for depreciation to tackle trade wars

The sharp drop in the stock price of  Indi-
an Energy Exchange (IEX) in late July
—almost 30% in a single trading sessi-
on — reflected the market’s collective
reaction to CERC’s decision: formal
implementation of  market coupling by
January 2026.

The move aims to unify price discov-
ery across Indian power exchanges —
breaking IEX’s dominance and potenti-
ally transforming the electricity trading
ecosystem. For investors, regulators and
market participants, this signals an op-
portunity to restructure and redefine the
purpose of  the power derivatives market.

Under the new framework, all Day-Ah-
ead Market (DAM) orders from India’s
three exchanges — IEX, PXIL and HPX
—will be funnelled into a centralised
algorithm managed by a Market Coup-
ling Operator (MCO), a rotating role am-
ong exchanges. The result: a single uni-
form clearing price per time slot across
all exchanges, enabling a unified price
discovery process.

Afirst for India, the concept is inspired
by European practice. In the EU, Nord
Pool and EPEX Spot operate within a con-
nected power market, using a common
algorithm (Euphemia) to produce a sin-
gle clearing price. After coupling, deri-
vatives volumes increased by 20-25% ac-
ross key hubs, volatility decreased and
liquidity improved.

India’s electricity futures market, laun-
ched days before the coupling announ-
cement, is in a difficult position. MCX
and NSE rushed to launch trading in
electricity derivatives, benchmarked to
DAM prices of  IEX and PXIL, respecti-
vely. However, with three different DAM
prices, these derivatives faced the chal-
lenge of  basis risk divergence.

Had the coupling been im-
plemented before the launch
of  futures, the market would
have benefited from a single,
transparent reference rate from
the start. Instead, India’s derivati-
ves market now faces a temporary
mismatch between reference
benchmarks. Until January
2026, traders may encounter
changing benchmarks mid-
cycle, which could hinder
participation and compli-
cate risk management.

Regulatory clarity on
benchmark formation and
spot market functioning
should precede the launch
or scaling of  derivative products. India’s
electricity futures market is nascent,
while the underlying reference price is
transforming. This creates short-term
friction. To adapt, exchanges may need
to revise existing contracts post-coupling
—listing new series, retiring legacy ones,
and aligning valuation and margining
norms with the unified benchmark. A
transitional roadmap issued by Sebi and
CERC would help ease market adaptati-
on and reduce uncertainty.

Once the spot price stabilises, the case
for launching additional futures (and,
possibly, options) contracts — such as
quarterly, seasonal and peak-load index-
ed series — will strengthen. Liquidity
that was historically concentrated on
one platform can now be distributed
more evenly across exchanges.

Market coupling will harmonise the
reference DAM price across platforms,
resolving the current issue of  dual ben-
chmarks in the electricity futures seg-
ment. While this structural shift is ne-
cessary, it must be carefully sequenced
and communicated.

For IEX, losing its exclusive price dis-
covery status marks a turning point in
its business model. PXIL and HPX,
meanwhile, are positioned to grow if
they improve their service efficiency.
Now, innovation — not exclusivity —
will set exchanges apart in a tighter,
tech-driven market.

The European experience in coupling
revealed a pattern: first, consolidation

Letters to the editor may be addressed to

editet@timesofindia.com

Trade and Tariffs, the
New ‘Russian’ Classic
In Tolstoy’s War and Peace, men duel over honour, empires
collapse, and everyone speaks French for no rhyme or rea-
son. In Woody Allen’s Love and Death, his ‘homage’ to Tol-
stoy’s W&P and other works from Russia’s ‘golden age’ of  lit-
erature, the same happens, except with more neurosis and
fewer horses. Now, there’s a new sequel: Trade and Tariffs.
In T&T, sabres are replaced with Excel sheets and existen-
tial dread with economic anxiety. It’s Woody’s L&T, but with
far less love and more death… of  global trade agreements
with a Napoleonic-era Donaldski shouting ‘Charge!’ and
‘Vive le moi!’ alternately.

Imagine Boris, a humble soybean farmer from Iowa, who
wakes up one morning to discover his soybeans are now
considered a weapon of  mass disruption. He just wanted to
MTGA — Make Tofu Great Again. But with China retaliating
to Trump’s ‘retaliatory tariffs’ by slapping a 25% tariff  on
his legumes, Boris is as good as Johnson. In L&T, Boris is con-
scripted into war despite being a pacifist with a fear of  loud
noises and commitment. In T&T, Boris is conscripted into
economic warfare, armed with a harvester and vague under-
standing of  Nafta. Tolstoy gave us sweeping battles and deep
monologues. Woody gave us jokes about wheat and the Grim
Reaper. Today’s T&T feels like a saga of  bad breakups doub-
ling as a wooing scheme. And nobody’s speaking French.

Move over Leo Tolstoy, Woody Allen,
anew sequel is playing…

JUST IN JEST

NAJIB SHAH

Charlie Mackesy in his book, ‘The
boy, the mole, the fox and the hor-
se’, has the boy asking the horse
what was the bravest thing that
the horse ever said; the horse re-
plied: ‘Help — when I have dared
to show my weakness.’

There is a profound truth in this
simple admission. Far too many
of  us are afraid to show our vul-
nerability. We let our ego and
status get the better of  common
sense. This, even though every
prayer is in many cases a plea
for assistance, as it is an acknow-
ledgement of  the help given by
our Maker. But not everybody is
strong to survive on prayers to
the Unseen. We need a closer phy-
sical presence.

Seeking help, as the wise horse
says, is not giving up; it is refus-
ing to give up. The person whose
help is sought should be patient
and give their ear and time. When
Arjun, the warrior, was torn by
confusion, he did not hesitate to
seek guidance from Krishn. It is
said that while knowledge may
be power, it ultimately is of  value
only when shared. Equally imp-
ortant is that we reach out to seek
help only after trying.

While we should not hesitate to
seek help, it should not be our im-
mediate response to all challeng-
es. Being dependent on someone
else all the time isn’t smart. As
the wise horse says when seeing
aswan gracefully gliding across
the water, ‘there is a lot of  padd-
ling going on beneath’. So, work
hard, be brave, and you will swan-
like glide through life, but if  you
fear you are drowning, do not he-
sitate to ask for a lifebuoy.

It is Okay
To Ask
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N
ew York: Donald Trump
continues to rattle the wor-
ld economy with unilater-
al tariffs and tariff  threats.
This includes Wednesday’s

executive order imposing an addition-
al ad valorem rate of  duty of  25% on
India for buying Russian oil. Globally,
businesses and policymakers are wat-
ching with great concern at the pos-
sible consequences. But does the pre-
sident even have the constitutional
authority to impose these tariffs? Ap-
parently, not.

‘Just about everything Trump has
been doing on trade is illegal,’ writes
Paul Krugman in his August 1 Sub-
stack column, ‘Trump/Brazil: Delu-
sions of  Grandeur Go South’. Krug-
man isn’t alone. In the US, a dozen state
governments, several businesses and
individuals have sued the Trump regi-
me for using executive orders to slap
tariffs, overstepping the legislative
process. This overuse of  presidential
authority, they argue, has caused im-
mense harm to American businesses
and economy. Their plea to US Court of
Appeals for the Federal Circuit: prono-
unce Trump tariffs illegal and stop go-
vernment agencies and officials from
enforcing them.

During hearings, federal appeals co-
urt judges have expressed scepticism
on the president’s authority to impose
tariffs, and called it an unprecedented
use of  emergency powers. Stran-
ge as it may sound, International
Emergency Economic Powers
Act (IEEPA) of  1977, the law

that Trump has used to jus-
tify his sweeping tar-
iffs, does not mention

the word ‘tariff ’.
The Trump regime says that the co-

untry is under ‘an unusual and extra-
ordinary threat’, arising from trade
deficits and drug trafficking, and this
threat validates the use of  IEEPA. The
plaintiffs, in turn, have called these
threats bogus. They argue that the US
economy has been dealing with trade
deficits for decades, and yet has conti-
nued to prosper. They add that there is
little evidence of  drug trafficking from
most countries that are subject to Tru-
mp tariffs.

In some cases, it’s just Trump’s per-
sonal vendetta against certain world
leaders that is the cause of  high tariffs.
For instance, Trump has imposed a
50% tariff  on Brazil, citing the trial of
former president Jair Bolsonaro, a for-
mer Trump ally, an emergency. Critics

claim this is a blatant misuse of
the US presidential powers and

interference in the governance
of  another country.

The US Constitution
grants the president
authority to impose tar-

iffs in three exceptional circumstan-
ces. None of  them holds true in the cur-
rent case:
uSecurity reasons In his first term,
Trump had imposed tariffs on
steel and aluminium, and then
raised them further in his se-
cond term, using the ex-
cuse of  national secu-
rity. But legal experts
say that since there is
no imminent threat
to American securi-
ty, use of  tariffs to
address a bogus th-
reat is baloney.
uUnfair trade Th-
ere is no evidence
that the world is dum-
ping its produce in the US at less than
market prices. So, this is not a valid jus-
tification for sweeping duties across
countries. Anti-dumping duties would
require evidence of  dumping against
specific countries and specific goods.
uEconomic emergency Trump has
bragged many times that the US econo-
my during his presidency is the great-
est, ever. Surely, it can’t be the ‘greatest
economy ever’ and be in an emergency
at the same time.

Earlier, in May, US Court of  Interna-
tional Trade, based in NYC, ruled that

the Trump regime had exceeded the
authority granted by Congress to the
president and ordered blocking enfor-
cement of  Trump tariffs. But the regi-
me appealed that ruling in the federal
circuit, which allowed the government
to continue enforcing tariffs while the
case proceeded.

The legal battle questioning Trump’s
authority to impose tariffs will likely
continue for his term. It will probably
come before the Supreme Court. While
it has a majority of  conservative judges,
the court may not necessarily rule in
Trump’s favour, as most conservative
judges are constitutionalists. There-
fore, they’ll be unlikely to pass a judg-
ment that clips the Congress’ autho-
rity and grants unprecedented powers
to POTUS.

Trump can seek Congress’ legislati-
ve approval. But the process is time-
consuming, and it’s not clear that even
Republican legislators will give him
the authority, given his haphazard and
reckless ways. Republican support for
Trump tariffs may decline once the lat-
ter’s adverse effects on the US econo-
my become more visible.

So, what should GoI do as it fa-
ces threats of  tariffs and penal-
ties? At the start of  Trump 2.0,
pundits suggested that New

Delhi avoid getting into
a trade war with the
US. That advice is still
valid. GoI has conve-
yed that it won’t al-
low Trump to dicta-
te its foreign policy,
or be bullied into de-
ciding who it should
buy crude oil from.

It’s in India’s eco-
nomic interest to
keep buying crude

from Russia. If  Russian oil is pushed
out of  the global market — as Trump
intends by pressuring countries to stop
imports — prices could rise above $100
abarrel, sharply increasing India’s im-
port bill. Meanwhile, GoI should use
the opportunity that Trump’s tariff
threats present to lower tariffs to im-
prove India’s competitiveness with the
world at large.

The writer is professor, social policy,
Columbia University, US

What, me tariff?

Neeraj Kaushal

Does Trump have legal authority to push his tariffs through? Not reallyEYES WIDE SHUT

Happy Ending for
Trumpian Tradegy
Apropos ‘Op Salvage, or US Plus
One’ by T K Arun (Aug 6), it’s wor-
thwhile for the world’s major tra-
ding blocs to consider a mega
FTA excluding the US, which may
open a pathway of  replacing the
hegemony of  the dollar. Further,
to make Indian agriculture inter-
nationally competitive, subsidi-
es on inputs like fertilisers and
power should be replaced with a
lump sum cash transfer payable
per hectare of  area cultivated.
Additional cash transfers could
be offered to encourage cultiva-
tion of  select cash crops for ex-
port, akin to income support
for EU farmers. The sad reality
is that fertile and mineral-rich
Ukraine has become a pawn in
an expansionist power game.
Chander Shekhar Dogra
Jalandhar

Bearing the Burnt
Of Flaming Prices
This refers to ‘When It Rains, It
Soars! Kitchen Budgets on Fire’
by Sutanuka Ghosal and Jayash-
ree Bhosale (Aug 6). The rupee’s
sharp depreciation, exacerbated
by economic uncertainties and
tariff  disputes, has triggered a
broad-based rise in essential food
prices. Consequently, the middle

class is grappl-
ing with unpre-
cedented finan-
cial strain, as
food costs conti-
nue to escalate.
Moreover, the
cut in dearness
relief  for LIC

and bank retirees from this mon-
th, attributed to the low inflation
rate, will further raise consump-
tion costs. GoI should devise a
framework to rectify such distor-
tions, stimulate consumption,
and alleviate the burden on the
middle class and senior citizens.
Subrata Daw
Kolkata

Man vs Many: A
Sobers Thought
Apropos ‘Summer of  ’25’ by Ana-
nd Vasu (Aug 6), in the just-con-
cluded England series, Shubman
Gill scored more than 700 runs,
Mohammed Siraj took 20 wick-
ets, Harry Brook took 10 catches
and Ben Stokes/Ollie Pope won
all 5 tosses. Great? Go back to the
1966 West Indies-vs-England seri-
es. Garfield Sobers alone scored
more than 700 runs, took more
than 20 wickets, took 10 catches
and won all five tosses. No won-
der it was said that when Sobers
played, West Indies had 13 players
on the field — a batsman, a fast
medium pace bowler and a spin-
ner in the form of  Sobers. He was
the first complete all-rounder
till Jacques Kallis came around.
T R Ramaswami
Mumbai

Chat Room

There’s a reason Mountain be-
came a hot ticket in Soho just
weeks after opening in 2023.
Welsh chef  Tomos Parry’s
latest offering brings the bold,
smoky flavours of  his Mich-
elin-starred Brat to a larger,
louder, livelier space — and
it’s a triumph.

The atmosphere hits you the
moment you walk in: vibrant,
fire-flecked, and buzzing with
energy. Whether you perch
near the open kitchen on the
ground floor or settle into a
booth downstairs, it’s all abo-
ut communal joy and flavour-
forward food.

Start with the house-made
stracciatella and raw red praw-
ns — sweet, creamy, and gone
too soon. Then go big: the lob-
ster caldereta is a showstop-
per meant for feasting, and
the nutty walnut bread with

peach and bottarga is a mind-
bending combo you’ll dream
about later.

Parry’s legendary fire-smok-
edpotatoes are here too, crun-
chy-edged and melt-in-the-
mouth. And whatever you do,
do not skip dessert. The ensai-
mada with apricots is com-
fort food elevated, while the
torrija — custard-soaked fried
brioche with wild blackber-
ries — is a nostalgic joyride.

Mountain isn’t just a restau-
rant. It’s a full-blown flavour
fiesta. And you’ll be back be-
fore the smoke’s cleared from
your clothes.

Mountain
London

STEP UP TO 
THE PLATE

in the spot market, followed by a
surge in derivatives innovation.
Germany and the Nordics, after
coupling, introduced new prod-
ucts that addressed not only time

but also geography and risk type.
Importantly, they built trust by
aligning regulation, standardis-
ing contracts and clearing ser-

vices. Both Indian regulators
should consider aligning
their rules on margining,

position limits and dis-
closure. Without this
coordination, regulato-

ry arbitrage or ambiguity
could stall growth.

With MCO role rotating,
CERC must establish a supervisory sys-
tem to ensure the consistent operation
of  the algorithm. Euphemia is centrally
managed with regulatory oversight to
ensure uniformity across Nord Pool and
EPEX Spot. CERC needs to adopt a simi-
lar structure — possibly with audit rights,
transparency reports and version con-
trol of  the algorithm — so that the turn
of  each exchange as MCO follows the
same operational principles. This will
help keep the coupled DAM truly uni-
fied, preserving the integrity of  both
spot and derivative markets.

India’s decision to connect the power
markets aligns us with global standards.
However, the true success of  this evolu-
tion depends on how effectively we bui-
ld the supporting layers. For electricity
futures to develop, the market needs con-
fidence in the reference rate, smooth
product transitions and an innovation-
driven approach. Sebi and CERC can now
enhance their newly established colla-
boration and shape an investor-friendly
electricity market together.

The futures market may have been laun-
ched before the foundational elements
were in place. But now that market coup-
ling is a likely reality, the blueprint for
India’s integrated power market is with-
in reach. What we need next is precise
execution and cooperative governance.

Nair is former director, National
Institute of  Securities Markets, and

Shunmugam is partner, MCQube

C K G Nair and
V Shunmugam

Flipping the Power Switch

Entangled

It’s in India’s economic
interest to keep buying

crude from Russia. If Russian
oil is pushed out of the global

market, prices could rise
above $100 a barrel

Constitutionally Unsound

International Emergency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA) of 1977,
the law that Trump has used to justify his sweeping tariffs, doesn’t

even mention the word ‘tariff’

CCI NG 3.17 Product: ETDelhiBS PubDate: 07-08-2025 Zone: DelhiCapital Edition: 1 Page: ETDCCLS2 User: raman.kapoor Time: 08-06-2025 22:24 Color:

CMYK



................ND-NDE
CM
YK

DELHI

businessline.
THURSDAY - AUGUST 7 - 20256 . bl . think

I
t is a fair argument to make that even in more
normal times than these, the Monetary Policy
Committee would have perhaps opted to keep

the repo rate unchanged, after cutting it by 100 basis
points (to 5.5 per cent) since this February. But the
latest volley of US tari� hikes, with India in
particular taking a hit, settled the case for a status
quo on rates. Central banks are likely to be in
wait-and-watch mode, as the impact of the tari�
hikes on trade and financial flows plays itself out.

To paraphrase Reserve Bank of India
Governor Sanjay Malhotra’s earlier
monetary policy statement, the situation
brings with it both ‘known and unknown
unknowns’. Even so, the RBI seems to have
taken a realistic view on inflation but an
optimistic view on growth. Its decision to
keep FY26 growth projections unchanged
at 6.5 per cent, after paring it by 20 basis
points “earlier”, reflects a reassuring, yet
surprising confidence that the country can
ride through external shocks. The
Governor seemed to suggest in his press
briefing that a 20 basis points adjustment
was good enough for now, while adding for
good measure that RBI would continue to
be data-dependent. However, it is hard to
say whether economic agents are as upbeat.
The response to accommodative steps
taken by the RBI since February (rate cut,
CRR cut and liquidity infusion) has been
underwhelming, with credit growing at
below 10 per cent. In fact, a daily average
liquidity surplus of ₹3 lakh crore reflects
poor credit appetite, particularly on the
investment front. 

Beyond a point, opening the spigots
alone cannot spur credit growth, unless
demand — now restrained by sentiment
and to some extent incomes in urban India,
as the Governor conceded — picks up.
Governor Malhotra’s statement was sober
in tone, but was aimed at allaying
apprehensions and lifting sentiment, as the
tari� shock looms large. The RBI has pared
its inflation forecast for FY26 to 3.1 per
cent from 3.7 per cent earlier, but has left
the Q4 forecast unchanged at 4.4 per cent,
while pegging the Q1FY27 inflation at 4.9
per cent. Core inflation has been pegged at
a sticky 4 per cent this fiscal. There is a case
for looking through the below-3 per cent
inflation rates reported for May and June.
These low readings are on account of a
crash in food prices, which are volatile and
over-represented in the retail inflation
basket. 

While the external account is robust, the
impact of the latest upheavals would be
closely watched. Governor Malhotra
flagged foreign portfolio outflows in debt
this fiscal. With the rupee already under
some stress, not unlike currencies in other
emerging markets, the approach would be
one of ‘tightening one’s seat belts’ and
watching out for global developments —
particularly, the US economy and the
actions of the Federal Reserve. While there
can perhaps be no conclusive or alarmist
take at this stage on the tari� impact, the
world awaits some clarity on what is surely
an epochal reordering of world trade. 

No surprises 
MPC’s call to pause rates almost seemed inevitable 

THURSDAY - AUGUST 7, 2025

Tread cautiously on tari�s
Apropos ‘Trump tari�s are no cause
for panic’ (August 6), while the hike
in tari�s is a recent irritant in the
India-US relations, the strategic
autonomy doctrine of India has been
working well, though it is required to
perform a tightrope balancing act. It
is true that the US has been an
unreliable partner. However, given
the geopolitical situation in South
Asia (China is even more unreliable
on the border), India needs to tread a
cautious path, while deciding for or
against the purchase of American
weapons. Even while pushing for
self-reliance with increased vigour,
India should weigh all opinions.
Though India’s exports to the US are

about 20 per cent of total exports, IT
services exports are quite a
substantial percentage, estimated to
be in the range of 60-70 per cent.
India can and should diversify its
exports to other regions, but it
cannot be done overnight. Hence,
India should bide its time, continue
negotiations with the US on the
trade deal, even while protecting its
national interests zealously.
Kosaraju Chandramouli
Hyderabad

Economic bullying
Donald Trump’s threat to raise tari�s
on India reeks of arrogance and
ignorance. Punishing a sovereign
nation for exercising its right to trade

is not leadership, it’s economic
bullying. His erratic decisions and
crude diplomacy alienate allies and
undermine global stability. India is
not a pawn in America’s geopolitical
games. Trade relations must be built
on respect and mutual interest, not
Trump’s tantrums. It’s time the world
called out this reckless behaviour
masquerading as policy. India should
respond strategically, not
emotionally, and protect its
sovereign trade rights.
Vijaykumar HK
Raichur, Karnataka

Promoting millets
The government’s push during the
International Year of Millets (2023)

created the momentum. Millets have
long had an ardent consumer base
among the working class for their
extraordinary sustenance and above
average nutritional value. Being
hardy and less dependent on water,
millets thrive in both arable and arid
environs. Farmers need assured
procurement and MSP parity. With
innovative policies and hand-holding,
millet farming can boost farmers’
incomes, and secure the nation’s
nutritional and ecological future .
R Narayanan
Navi Mumbai

Boosting the ELI scheme
This refers to ‘Making ELI inclusive’
(August 6). The Employment Linked

Incentive scheme aims to boost job
creation by providing financial
support to employers for hiring new
employees, particularly in sectors
like manufacturing. To make the ELI
scheme more inclusive, eligibility
must be expanded beyond the
current criteria, ensuring wider
access for all job seekers, and
addressing potential barriers for
marginalised groups. The scheme
should also actively promote gender
inclusivity. Targeted outreach
programmes in marginalised
communities to raise awareness
about the scheme should be
conducted.
P Victor Selvaraj
Palayamkottai, TN
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D
iscussions around Reserve Bank
of India’s monetary policy
announcements tend to focus

narrowly on repo rate adjustments and
short-term liquidity measures. This
repo-centric view often sidelines
broader, structural policy options that
could help in shaping India’s long-term
economic trajectory.

With growth now a pressing priority
— arguably more so than inflation — it is
time to re-examine the central bank’s
developmental mandate. While inflation
management remains important,
supporting growth is also a prime
objective.

To its credit, the RBI and the
Monetary Policy Committee (MPC)
have responded deftly to evolving
economic challenges with timely rate
moves. These decisions have helped
temper inflation, even though
supply-side issues may continue to drive
much of the food/fuel price volatility.

Concerns about domestic demand
and the global trade environment signal
the need for supportive intervention by
the RBI. It may be noted that growth
projections of 6-6.5 per cent for the near
term fall short of what’s required for
India to reach its ambition of becoming a

developed economy by 2047. According
to the World Bank’s 2025 Country
Economic Memorandum, India must
sustain annual real GDP growth of
around 7-8 per cent over the next two
decades to achieve high-income status in
two decades.

Sectoral trends now reflect an uneven
growth pattern. While agriculture and
MSMEs are expected to perform
reasonably well this year, large
industries are on the slow growth lane.
Market demand is softening, with only
modest growth projected in sectors like
passenger vehicles and other
manufactures. 

BANK CREDIT GROWTH

Credit growth data supports this
cautious outlook. Bank credit growth to
large industries has been lower than
overall credit increase. A recent report
in this newspaper (businessline. July 15)
revealed that sectors such as
infrastructure, metals, and textiles —
together comprising over half of
industry credit — have recorded less
than 3 per cent annual growth in the past
decade.

Between 2015 and 2025, outstanding
bank credit to large industries rose from
₹21.4 lakh crore to ₹27.3 lakh crore, at a
compound annual growth of just 3.9 per
cent. In contrast, medium industries

registered 11.18 per cent CAGR, and
micro and small industries grew at 7.47
per cent. This disparity suggests
declining inclination or ability of large
firms to invest, especially in new or
capital-intensive projects.

The RBI Governor has of course
pointed out that large corporates are
increasingly tapping alternative funding
avenues like bonds and commercial
papers, which partly explains slower
bank credit uptake. 

Adding to the growth pangs are
international headwinds seem aligned to
pull down growth. Though recent tari�
hikes by the US are unlikely to
significantly impact GDP, given that
a�ected exports amount to under $50

billion — modest relative to India’s $4
trillion economy — the move augurs ill
for global growth.

In this context, it is an opportune
time for the RBI to revisit structural
monetary policy tools that go beyond
conventional repo rate changes. The
People’s Bank of China (PBoC), for
instance, has implemented a few
instruments aimed at supporting
targeted sectors, recognising the
heterogeneity of economic needs. A
recent BIS paper highlights how China’s
structural monetary tools have helped
guide sector-specific growth by
targeting ground-level heterogeneity. Of
interest are long-term monetary
instruments like Pledged
Supplementary Lending from PBoC for
infrastructure lending by institutions. 

India has experimented with these
tools before — such as the Targeted
Long-Term Repo Operations (TLTROs).
Such adaptive strategies targeted at
certain sectors look necessary and the
RBI could expand its monetary policy
toolkit to support sectoral resilience.

With global uncertainties mounting
and domestic demand showing signs of
fatigue, proactive, medium to long-term
monetary policy interventions have to
be examined. 

The reviewer is a commentator on banking and finance

Beyond repo rates: Let’s reimagine growth toolkit

S Adikesavan

SUPPORT. RBI needs to look beyond
conventional tools

With demand showing signs of fatigue amidst global uncertainties, China’s approach of targeting specific sectors is an option 
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C
limate change is a growing
threat to the economy and
society, and the transition
to a green economy to
mitigate and adapt to

climate change requires trillions of
dollars of investment every year,
globally. India, a global leader in climate
action, is committed to transitioning
into a green economy. As per various
agencies’ estimates, India’s climate
mitigation goal by 2070, popularly
known as net-zero, needs $10-12.5
trillion in the next 25-45 years. Besides,
there is additional capital investment
required for climate adaptation — 2.5
per cent of GDP by 2030 as per the
Reserve Bank of India, translating into
about $100 billion per annum.

Mobilising this humongous volume of
capital needs all kinds of financial
institutions. In India, given a
banking-driven economy, the discussion
is largely moving around mobilising
capital from banks. One of the largest
sources of capital, which is missing, is
pension funds, currently managing
about $600 billion and growing at a rate
of 10 per cent per annum. 

Although a substantial portion, more
than 50 per cent, of these funds is
allocated in government securities, a
significant portion is parked in public
equity, corporate bonds, and other
financial instruments. Pension funds
seldom invest in companies in the
climate space. Given pension funds’ long
investment cycles, appropriate financial
instruments, such as Infrastructure
Investment Trust (InVIT), Alternative
Investment Fund (AIF) and corporate
bonds with credit enhancement, can be
deployed to raise capital from them. 

PATIENT INVESTORS

Most of the financial markets
unnecessarily worry or show exuberance
on rallies, market dips, and quarterly
reports, which make them
undisciplined, leading to suboptimal
performance. Pension funds, in
particular, have a long investment cycle.
For example, pensioners who are
contributing to pension funds are
unlikely to withdraw for several years
unless there is an emergency. 

This long investment cycle perfectly
aligns with the investment cycle of
climate technology, be it renewable
energy, clean transportation, or climate
adaptation. Investment in all these
technologies and segments could
perform better than the broader market,
at least better than carbon-intensive
technologies, as the economy
transitions to a less carbon-intensive
economy. 

LONG-DURATION LIABILITIES 

Climate change risk, regarded as a
systemic risk to the financial system, will
a�ect the financial performance of
companies and industries more in the
long term. As pension funds have
long-duration liabilities, pensioners
withdraw funds after a few decades, and
they need to be more cognisant of this
risk. This has prompted several pension
funds in Europe to integrate climate risk
into their investment strategies to
protect the interests of beneficiaries. 

Pension funds are low-risk seeking
investors and they avoid risky bets, and
invest in companies with sound
fundamentals and a resilient business
model that lasts for decades and
withstands all possible kinds of risks,
including climate change. Although
pension funds are protected from
downside risks, given their large
exposure to government securities,
investment in corporate financial assets

is also increasing. As the financial sector
develops, pension funds will gradually
move away from government securities
to corporate financial assets. Hence, it is
important that these funds integrate
climate change risk in their securities
selection and portfolio management. 

REGULATIONS ARE LAGGING

Pension fund regulation on climate risk
and pension fund regulators in several
countries are asking their regulated
entities to disclose the latter’s
climate-related risks and opportunities.
Although the pace of adoption varies
across countries, sponsors and trustees
of pension funds are taking notice of
these developments in the interest of
fund participants. However, pension
fund management in India remain
largely insulated in terms of climate risk
management and reporting due to
limited guidance from regulators. 

Pension funds in India are primarily
managed by the Employees’ Provident
Fund Organisation (EPFO) and the
National Pension System (NPS). While
EPFO manages the fund itself, NPS has
selected fund managers to manage,
although it is the discretion of the
investor to choose fund managers. The
NPS has a stewardship code for the fund
manager to promote responsible
investment practice, but it has limited
wherewithal to force fund managers to

follow the norms in spirit. Beneficiaries
are also not aware whether fund
managers are integrating climate risks
into their risk management strategies. 

NPS is a member of the International
Organisation of Securities Commissions
(IOSCO); it outlines a prescription on
sustainability risk and opportunities,
including climate change, for asset
managers, including pension funds. This
prescription is meant to standardise
climate-related disclosures, ensuring
that investors and regulators have
access to consistent and reliable
information to assess and manage
climate risks. Following international
best practices could allow Indian
pension funds to better assess the
transition risks associated with
industries exposed to carbon-intensive
activities and evaluate the physical risks
that may a�ect government securities
and other key assets. NPS can at least
start a consulting process, like the
Reserve Bank of India did last year, on
climate risk and sustainable finance. 

Pension fund has a crucial role to fill
the green financing gap in India while
making the fund resilient to
climate-related financial risks, and it can
start with regulation. 

Jena is Visiting Senior Fellow, London School of
Economics and Political Science (LSE), and Advisor, CSI;
Jindal is an Energy Economist

Pension funds should
prepare for climate risk

Pension fund 
management in India
remain largely insulated
in terms of climate risk
management and reporting
due to limited guidance
from regulators

VIABLE OPTION. As pension funds move away from government securities to corporate
assets in the future, they need to integrate climate risk in their portfolio choices
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I
ndia’s consolidation of
agricultural schemes under
integrated umbrella

programmes reflects a purposeful
shift in policymaking—seeking
coherence, administrative
e�ciency, and better delivery.
With an allocation of ₹1,22,529
crore to the Department of
Agriculture & Farmers’ Welfare in
2024–25 and total subsidies
crossing ₹4.5 lakh crore (Ministry
of Finance, 2024), the
commitment to the agricultural
sector is considerable. The recent
introduction of the PM Dhan
Dhaanya Yojana, alongside
longstanding schemes like the
Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana
(RKVY) and Krishonnati Yojana,
illustrates e�orts to provide a
more structured approach to
rural development.

But can the consolidation of
schemes alone meet the sector’s
evolving needs? Or must public
investment now be recalibrated to
emphasize infrastructure,
innovation, and institutional
strengthening?

While umbrella schemes o�er
foundational support, their
annual allocations — such as the
₹4,000 crore per year under the
PM Dhan Dhaanya Yojana — must
be weighed against the sector’s
vast and diverse demands. With
over 146 million operational
holdings spread across a range of
agro-ecological zones, the scale of
investment required goes well
beyond what current provisions
can deliver on their own.

CAPITAL FORMATION 

Public investment in agriculture
today remains heavily focused on
input subsidies, often neglecting
long-term capital formation. This
has limited the sector’s capacity
to build durable infrastructure,
such as irrigation networks, cold
storage chains, rural roads, and
logistics systems. India’s Gross
Capital Formation (GCF) in
agriculture continues to hover
around 15-17 per cent of
agricultural GDP, significantly
below the 30 per cent benchmark
seen in more structurally
developed agrarian economies
(NITI Aayog, 2021).

One major consequence of
underinvestment is post-harvest
loss. It is estimated that 15–20 per
cent of produce is lost annually
due to inadequate storage,
transportation, and processing
facilities—translating into
economic losses of nearly ₹92,000
crore (ICAR, 2022). The
Agriculture Infrastructure Fund
(AIF), with a planned corpus of ₹1

lakh crore over ten years, aims to
address this gap. However, when
disbursed across more than 700
districts, the per-district average
of less than ₹15 crore per year
may be insu�cient.

Agricultural research and
development (R&D) remains a
vital but under-supported area.
Currently, India spends only
around 0.3 per cent of its
agricultural GDP on R&D and
extension services — well below
the FAO-recommended 1 per
cent. Yet, studies suggest that
each rupee spent on agricultural
R&D yields nearly ₹14 in returns
(ICAR-NIAP, 2021). Investments
in climate-resilient crops,
precision farming, and
water-e�cient technologies can
significantly enhance
productivity, particularly for
smallholders vulnerable to
climatic and market shocks.

Strengthening agricultural
extension is equally critical.
Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs)
and digital platforms hold
promise but often operate with
limited capacity. 

Several States have adopted
innovative and locally responsive
models. Punjab has leveraged the
AIF to boost post-harvest
infrastructure, Telangana’s Rythu
Bandhu scheme has delivered
timely income support, and Uttar
Pradesh has used MGNREGA
funds to build on-farm assets. In
Maharashtra, pilot initiatives
using AI-based precision farming
tools demonstrate the potential
of technology integration in
agriculture (MoAFW, 2023; NITI
Aayog, 2022). These examples
illustrate that context-specific
strategies—when funded and
institutionally supported—can
generate tangible outcomes. 

Public investment also plays a
crucial role in catalysing the
private sector. While agricultural
credit is projected to exceed ₹32
lakh crore by FY26 (NABARD), it
thrives best when supported by
reliable public infrastructure and
risk mitigation mechanisms. 

The writer is Associate Professor, VIT Chennai.
Views are personal

Farm sector needs capex

P Alli

AGRI TECH. More money needs
to flow in 

Public investment in agriculture remains an issue 
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Excess rainfall disrupts hydel power generation 
While the monsoons have spruced up the overall generation of hydro electric
power, the copious rains in the catchments areas of a number of the larger
power projects, combined with heavy silting of rivers, have paradoxically led to
disruption of power generation in large hydel projects in the west and
northern parts of the country. 

Public holding down in most Nifty companies 
The sustained bull-run on the bourses for over two years has failed to lure
small investors into the market in a big way. A good indicator of this trend is
seen from the fall in public holding, which mostly includes investments of small
investors, in most of the S&P CNX Nifty (Nifty) index companies. 

PE firms — profit-booking to the fore in first six months 
Private equity firms have been aggressively booking profits in the domestic
market with exits crossing $1.1 billion in the first six months of the year. This
was even as private equity firms made investments of $850 million upwards in
the period. The first half of the year saw at least 12 high profile exits, with the
largest one being Warbug Pincus’ divestment of a big stake in Bharti. 

thehindubusinessline.

TWENTY YEARS AGO TODAY.

ACROSS

01. Not distinctive enough to 

describe (11)

07. Crime against state (7)

09. Ready money (4)

11. Professorial o�ce (5)

12. Baggage-handler (6)

14. Assume character of 

another (11)

18. Of late occurrence (6)

20. A mistake (5)

22. Facts given from which to infer

others (4)

23. Slicing (7)

24. In good times only (friends) (4,7)

DOWN

02. Delivered with hand

above shoulder (7)

03. Dispatch (4)

04. Growing thing (5)

05. Glued (5)

06. Spell; amulet (5)

08. NCO (8)

10. Relaxed, unworried (8)

13. Employ (3)

15. Destructive insect (7)

16. Woman marrying (5)

17. Hauls along (5)

19. A surplice (5)

21. 4840 square yards (4)

ACROSS

01. Second print put out is neither one thing nor 

the other (11)

07. Aren't so awkward as to make it a crime (7)

09. Get money for cheque as it's in church (4)

11. It's a professor's job to take the meeting (5)

12. Malt liquor, ruby wine and a half of beer (6)

14. Pretend to be another man to see RIP written 

out (11)

18. In the near past it shifted the centre (6)

20. Mistaken opinion back in summer, or recently (5)

22. Facts given US prosecutor on joining the Terriers (4)

23. A piece from the newspaper may be incisive (7)

24. It's just that we have change of heart, only in good

times (4,7)

DOWN

02. Sort of bowling finished right in the morning (7)

03. Transmit sulphur and finish it (4)

04. It may be a police trap to put it in bed (5)

05. Can't go on giving first schoolboy his eatables (5)

06. Spell it with a flock of goldfinches (5)

08. Three-striper on the range set out (8)

10. Unemphatic movement of conductor's baton (8)

13. Take drugs regularly in various experiments (3)

15. Tim climbing in tree maybe finds the 

white-ant (7)

16. She's marrying the right one in the wrong bed (5)

17. Has a quick draw on fag, and is trailing (5)

19. To act may be awkward in a surplice (5)

21. Some land in port in Israel (4)

EASY

ACROSS 1. Panther 5. Ample 8. Reverse 9. Argue 10. Sacrament 12. Née 13. Terse 17. Arm 19. Quartered 21. Khaki 22. Outline 24. Tasty 25. Terrace

DOWN 1. Parish 2. Novices 3. Her 4. Reeve 5. Apartment 6. Pagan 7. Eleven 11. Antiquity 14. Partita 15. Packet 16. Adhere 18. Means 20. About 23. Tar

BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2756

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2755

NOT SO EASY

T
amil Nadu is to have a new
police chief at the end of the
present incumbent’s term later

this month. Several other States will
also be choosing new Heads of Police
(HOPs) in the near future.
Interestingly, independent of this, the
government of India recently notified a
slightly modified procedure for HOP
appointment. While it is not very
di�erent from the one in vogue, which
was laid down by the Supreme Court,
what it has done is to prescribe a
format for the States to follow while
forwarding a panel of names to the
Union Public Service Commission for
its approval. 

This procedure of consulting the
UPSC was laid down by the Supreme
Court in the famous Prakash Singh case.
Singh was a Director General of Police
of Uttar Pradesh, with a passion for
police reforms. He relentlessly pursued
his petition seeking autonomy for the
police and greater merit in top police
appointments. Success came in 2006 in
the form of a comprehensive judgment
that laid down, besides other things, a
minimum tenure of two years for an
appointee, irrespective of his/her date

of retirement from the Indian Police
Service.

The Centre’s latest move is aimed at
ensuring that no deserving candidate is
left out of the reckoning, sometimes for
non-professional reasons. It is widely
known that State governments prefer
to have an HOP who will not mind
doing their bidding even if it meant
violating existing norms. 

The current position is that no
o�cer with less than six months to go
before retirement will be considered
for selection as new chief. Also, he/she
should already hold the rank of DGP.
This is most sensible because we had
earlier been witnessing the
phenomenon of chiefs being appointed
for ridiculously short terms — on the
eve of their retirement, for either
distinguished professionalism, or for
out-of-the way favours shown by them
in the discharge of their duties in
contravention of accepted norms.

Cynics are inclined to believe that
the procedure laid down by the
Supreme Court is no guarantee of
greater autonomy for the police or its
head. They, however, ignore the fact
that States will now hesitate to appoint
an o�cer with an unsavoury reputation
to lead a police force. The filtering

process that is now available ensures
respect for seniority and the need for
tested and proven integrity at the
highest leadership level. 

MIXED RECORD

The Indian Police has a mixed record.
The force’s tough handling of terrorism
and of elements that seek to disturb
peace in our big cities needs to be
appreciated. This explains how the
country’s territorial integrity has been
maintained even after close to eight
decades of Independence.

The police chiefs have shown mettle
through professional monitoring of
happenings in the field. This is why
quality of leadership through strict
selection has paid o� in matters of

public peace. It is political interference
in matters of criminal investigation
that has a�ected the image of the
police. Many police chiefs have
unfortunately yielded space for
unprofessional handling of matters
which require clinical policing.

Misconduct by police personnel at
the grassroots has also sullied the
force’s image. The common impression
is that senior police personnel do not
spend the required time and e�ort to
control this. This explains why the
average law abiding citizen is reluctant
to approach the police for assistance.
This is an area where HOPs can make a
huge di�erence. Constant interaction
with the poorer sections of society and
surprise field visits can bring about a
qualitative change to policing. This
aspect of policing is often ignored
because of excessive preoccupation
with inane departmental meetings that
can be e�ectively handled by levels
below the HOP. 

In sum, a clinically chosen leader has
a life time opportunity to build a police
force that is not only professional but
whose motto is compassion to the
poorest of the poor.

The writer is a former CBI Director

Robust selection process of police chiefs is working
RK Raghavan

CRIMINAL PROBES. Police need to
grapple with political interference

S
ustained economic growth
necessitates a stable, growing
electricity supply. Since 2021,
India’s annual electricity
demand has soared beyond

forecasts, with FY27 projections met in
2025 underscoring the sharp
consumption rise. 

Meanwhile, electricity production
contributes 39 per cent of India’s
greenhouse gas emissions. Coal-fired
plants have long underpinned India’s
electricity supply and still generate over
70 per cent, magnifying the challenge of
balancing economic growth with climate
action. Though RE expansion is a key
policy aim, the total installed capacity of
coal-based thermal power will rise above
280GW, surpassing the National
Electricity Plan’s (NEP’s) 2031-32
target.

Despite ambitious RE capacity
additions, the intermittency problem
will persist until storage scales up. Coal
power will increasingly provide the base
load of the power sector. Coal
consumption is unlikely to peak before
the mid-2030s, emissions will rise near
term, making interim decarbonisation
e�orts urgent.

GAPS IN COAL FLEET

Despite NEP’s vision of a declining role
for coal, soaring demand has paused
retirement plans, necessitating a
pragmatic pivot towards optimising
existing fleet for reduced emissions
rather than solely relying on new RE
addition. According to the Central
Electricity Authority’s CO2 database,
India’s 221-GW coal fleet is relatively
young, with 57 per cent of capacity
added in the last 15 years.

Performance e�ciency of the
technology deployed for generation and
unit-level performance are key metrics
for assessing decarbonisation potential.
E�ciency is a percentage calculated by
dividing the annual net electricity
generated by the amount of fuel used,
with an adjustment for the fuel’s energy
content. Higher e�ciency results in
lower coal usage and reduced CO2
emissions for per unit of electricity.

Centre for Science and
Environment’s (CSE’s) assessment,
published in Decarbonizing the Coal-based
Thermal Power Sector last month,
revealed high variation in e�ciency and
emissions across the subcritical fleet.
Around 80 per cent of the coal fleet

operates on subcritical technology. Only
166 of 455 subcritical units exceed the
national average e�ciency of 32 per
cent, and very few meet the technology’s
e�ciency benchmark of 35 per cent. 

Interestingly, some units over 25
years old are among the
better-performing ones, maintaining
emission factors below 0.95
tonne/MWh, while one-fourth of the
newer units emit over 1 tonne/MWh.
High emissions stem from deeper
performance gaps, not just age.

In the mid-2010s, India began
transitioning to more e�cient
technologies, namely supercritical and
ultra supercritical units, which can
achieve peak e�ciencies of 40 per cent
and 44 per cent, respectively. Currently,
all under construction capacity is based
on these technologies. CSE’s
assessment found subcritical plants
have a higher average plant load factor
(PLF) of 68 per cent, compared to 62 per
cent for supercritical and ultra
supercritical plants. 

Notably, 24 per cent of these newer
units remain underutilised, running
below half capacity. Conversely, their
higher capacity use delivers peak
performance alongside high emission

reductions. Technical ine�ciency is
only a part of the problem; systemic
policy issues influence plant operations
and utilisation levels. India’s Merit
Order Dispatch system prioritises
power generation from the lowest-cost
sources. While the current policy
reduces electricity prices, it overlooks
environmental performance, often
advantaging high emitting and pit head
units above newer technology and low
emitting units.

Discoms prefer purchasing from
contracted units over open energy
exchanges, regardless of environmental
performance. The PPAs’ lack of
e�ciency-based remuneration,
discourages upgrades, locking in
emission intensive supply and
integrating even new units into legacy
PPAs. This system remains invisible to
financially stressed Discoms and
uninformed consumers, masking
embedded environmental costs. Shorter
PPAs with an environmental metric to
the dispatch order are necessary
interventions going forward.

UNLOCKING REDUCTIONS

CSE’s report outlines three levers for
emission reduction, i.e., achieving
benchmark e�ciency, shifting more
generation to supercritical and ultra
supercritical units, and accelerating
biomass co-firing. Our decarbonisation
analysis estimates, if the entire fleet
operated at the benchmark e�ciency of
the best-performing units, emissions
would fall by 157 million tonne (mt)
from the BAU (business-as-usual)

scenario of 1,332 mt by 2031-32. This
reduction is equivalent to the total
annual emissions of India’s iron and
steel sector.

Shifting higher PLF to supercritical
and ultra supercritical units would yield
an additional 22.09 mt in emission
reductions, equivalent to annual
emissions of Sri Lanka or Bolivia,
highlighting the carbon footprint
embedded in India’s misaligned power
dispatch.

Furthermore, biomass co-firing o�ers
dual benefits, reducing emissions from
the coal fleet and curbing pollution from
crop burning. With 20 per cent biomass
successfully co-fired at NTPC’s Tanda
unit, scaling this approach nationwide is
a logical policy progression. Together,
these measures could reduce emissions
by 433 mt, beyond the combined annual
emissions of India’s iron and steel and
cement sectors.

As the Indian Carbon Market
prepares to launch in 2026, it excludes
the country’s largest CO2 emitter, the
power sector. The Supreme Court’s
nudge in Ridhima Pandey vs Union of
India, for a roadmap to reduce power
sector CO2 emissions comes at an
opportune moment. Policy must adopt
aggressive emission intensity targets,
complemented by systemic reform in
dispatch and generation practices.
Decarbonising coal power can
significantly aid India's climate goals.

Kumar and Goyal are members of the Sustainable
Industrialization unit at Centre for Science and
Environment, New Delhi

India’s coal-fired power
can surely be cleaner

Coal consumption is
unlikely to peak before
the mid-2030s, emissions
will rise near term, making
interim decarbonisation
efforts urgent

GREEN PLAN. Despite
renewables, thermal power
is here to stay. However,
the more e�cient and
cleaner supercritical plants
are not in the forefront 

RAJESH N
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KUSHAGRA GOYAL
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I
t is laudable that India has taken a mature view of Donald Trump’s tar-
iff tantrums while using its right to point out the eccentricities. It is
moot whether standing up to a bully will have the desired outcome
because any negotiated settlement now may not bring the tariffs down

from an extreme high of 50 per cent, which includes a fresh 25 per cent
penalty for purchasing Russian energy that Trump imposed Wednesday
just hours after his emissary Steve Witkoff’s talks with Vladimir Putin
yielded no breakthrough.

After such an outrageous gambit by the US President, India may be least
inclined towards surrendering its sovereign right to secure its energy
needs in a cost-effective way by buying Russian oil. Trump’s supreme pow-
ers are said to be heavily employed in solving the world’s military conflicts
save the ones in Ukraine and Gaza, one of which he detests and the other
he encourages.

Trump’s disappointment at not being able to rein in Vladimir Putin may
be reflected in his bizarre action against India in which he has taken tar-
iffs to a record high. Russia’s capacity to deter all US strategic and military
moves, including a symbolic repositioning of two nuclear submarines, is
well-known. It is one country with intercontinental-capable weaponry to
forestall any forced détente through the carrot and stick of trade or stealth-
bombing as the US President did with Iran.

When his insincere stand against India trading with Russia was chal-
lenged with the fact that the US was still buying from it fertilisers and
chemicals, besides enriched uranium for nuclear fuel — and did so for
more than $3 billion in 2024 — he did offer the excuse of not knowing this
fact. That Trumpian tariff hostility was not aimed at the EU which traded
freely with Russia in 2024 to the extent of $78 bn, including buying liquified
natural gas worth more than $23 bn, exposes the double standards that
both Trump and the EU, which has also threatened India with high tariffs,
are guilty of.

Having failed to frighten China with impossible tariff rates like 150 per
cent, Trump was forced to beat a retreat when China and Japan created
panic in the US bond and stock markets by selling about $1 trillion worth
US Treasury notes last April. He is now picking on an easy target like India
that has, paradoxically, been a country friendly to the US if not quite a
strategic ally, save in the loose Quad alignment.

It is obvious that the West is once again riding the moral high horse when
it comes to dealing with India. The country is being singled out now for
practising its own doctrine of strategic neutrality over decades while trad-
ing on its own terms with most of the world, including Russia and China.

India may not be doing itself a favour by pointing out the duplicity of the
West, but the time to take a stand has been forced upon it,
especially because Trump has ratcheted up the base rate to 50 per cent.
Considering his whimsicality in announcing deadlines and tariff rates that
are altered with the speed of a quick-change artiste, India’s trade with the
US may not be a lost cause yet.

India must pursue negotiations in an even-handed manner with the US
trade team, regardless of what Trump and his aides have been saying in
denouncing India, which is the whipping boy now. This is a challenging
time, but it is also an opportunity to redefine who is an ally, friend or foe.
It cannot have gone unnoticed that Russia is standing up for India in the
war of trade and tariffs.
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India must stand up to
Trump’s tariff tantrum

T
he institution of
the Election
Commission, in
its new avatar
or in its consti-

tutionally prescribed
original form, has a func-
tion, a process to fulfil
that function and dis-
charge its responsibility.
It is to enable people to
exercise their right to
vote, which can also be
seen as the responsibility
or duty of the sovereign,
the individual voter, to
decide who shall repre-
sent her/him and govern
in her/his name.

The EC’s job is to ensure
every entitled voter,
every citizen over 18,
finds it easy to exercise
her/his right to pick a
representative through a
secret ballot on the basis
of universal adult fran-
chise. The inclusion of all
voters, enabling them to
vote, is the EC’s job,
excluding 36 lakh names
out of a total 7.9 crore vot-
ers in Bihar, following the
Special Intensive Revi-
sion, is not the EC’s job.

Saying these voters are
untraceable or have per-
manently shifted, and
another seven lakh voters
were incorrectly enrolled,
is not a sufficient reason
to exclude any one of
these 43 lakh previously
enrolled voters.
Migration out of a state
has been listed by the EC
as a reason for disempow-
erment. And migration
was turned into a weapon
to identify “Bangladeshi
language” speakers,
according to a Delhi
police notice that reached
Banga Bhavan, the West
Bengal state house in
Delhi. The EC’s obsession
with detecting illegal
immigrants allegedly
masquerading as citizens
on the basis of fake docu-
ments is chilling.

This rigmarole of the EC
deciding which docu-
ments are more credible
as proof of citizenship
compared to other docu-
ments has perplexed the
voter, political parties

and even the Supreme
Court. Having spent over
Rs 9,000 crores on includ-
ing even newborns as
part of the Aadhaar sys-
tem that records address,
name and age of persons,
is mandatory as a proof of
person for bank accounts
that link a beneficiary of a
direct cash transfer
scheme, the EC’s decision
to reject it as identity
proof is scarily similar to
the BJP’s continuing
campaign against
Bangladeshi-Rohingya
infiltrators or illegals.

The victim of the EC’s
new avatar and new rules
is the voter. Voters have a
right to decide about par-
ticipating in the voting
process. Since the SIR list
of voters is still at a
“draft” stage, the fact is
that 43 lakh missing or
incorrectly enrolled vot-
ers may or may not be
excluded. If even one
voter is wrongly excluded
due to the SIR process of
SIR, that is a breach of
trust, a failure of respon-
sibility and the violation
of a fundamental right.

The famed vibrancy of
India’s democracy is illus-
trated by the high voter
turnout in most areas
during elections. The
flaws and fractures in
India’s democracy aren’t
usually debated as voter
participation is around 60
per cent in Bihar, while in
West Bengal it often
exceeds 80 per cent, and in
some places, like
Nagaland, voter partici-
pation is 83 per cent or so,
higher still in tiny little
Lakshadweep represent-
ed by a single MP.

The Indian voter under-
stands and knows the
value of the vote. The
voter understands that
populist politics, often
described as “cash-for-
votes” politics of the
Lakshmir Bhandar-Laldi
Behena variety, is at its
most frenzied when elec-
tions are due.

The voter understands
and knows that the vote is
a “cashable coupon”.

Therefore, excluding
even one “genuine” voter,
who is not the same as a
“false” voter, is like disen-
franchisement, amount-
ing to real deprivation of
the power to negotiate.

The exclusion of even
one legitimate or genuine
voter is the same as a
deliberate step to disem-
power that voter. That is
the discourse that is
developing from the EC’s
SIR experiment, the high
point of which is based on
a suspicion that citizens
are not citizens and must
therefore prove that they
are citizens. The proof
required by the EC in
Bihar’s case, and which
doubtless will be required
for citizens of every state
where SIRs are held later,
has turned out to be the
tale of a dog chasing its
own tail, a vicious circle
of manufacturing docu-
ments to establish that
previous inclusion in the
voters’ list was not on the
basis of other manufac-
tured documents.

What it boils down to is
this: the most vulnerable,
the most marginalised,
the daily wage worker,
who may or may not be a
migrant, is up against the
State in a fight that is so
unequal that she-he needs
all the support that
Opposition political par-
ties, civil society and the
media can give to prevent
being excluded, stripped
of rights and power and
basically thrown out as
waste, by the Election
Commission.

The accusation against
the EC’s authority in its
pilot SIR drive in Bihar,
that the flawed revision is
politically driven, are two
factors: the BJP, which
heads the minority gov-
ernment in New Delhi, is
spectacularly aloof from
among the protesters
against the SIR process;
two, members of the BJP

and some allied parties
that make up the majority
coalition of the National
Democratic Alliance gov-
ernment headed by
Narendra Modi have been
mostly silent and the ones
who have said something
have been singularly cau-
tious, like JD(U) Banka
MP Giridhari Yadav, who
said he had doubts.

The weeks of controver-
sy over the process of
enrolling the sovereign,
as in the voter in Bihar,
through the Special
Intensive Revision and its
new rules of determining
who shall be entitled to
vote, has been a political
dogfight. The Opposition
under the INDIA banner
is marshalling its forces
to fight more.

The INDIA partners
need to go beyond the dis-
empowerment of voters.
Thousands and thou-
sands of people with
MGNREGA job cards
have not been paid in
West Bengal, for instance.
The penalty that MGNRE-
GA job card holders have
paid is because of New
Delhi’s reason that there
are irreconcilable
accounting problems on
account of unsatisfactory
utilisation certificates.
The Narendra Modi gov-
ernment does not appear
to appreciate that people
who work on MGNREGA
jobs are in desperate need
of the paltry payouts,
even after the Calcutta
high court directed that
payments cannot be with-
held and the work pro-
gramme needed to
restart. The Modi govern-
ment has now turned dis-
crimination into a policy
instrument.

The EC’s actions are
also discriminatory. The
fact of the matter is that
the EC’s reputation has
been soiled by accusa-
tions, always from the
Opposition to the party in
power, the Congress in
the past, the BJP now,
that it serves the interests
of the ruling establish-
ment. Never before, how-
ever, has there been a loss
of public confidence in an
institution on such a
scale; the distrust desta-
bilises the structure of the
Republic and the idea of
democracy.

Shikha Mukerjee is a
senior journalist in

Kolkata

The INDIA partners
need to go beyond
the disempower-
ment of voters.
Thousands and
thousands of people
with MGNREGA job
cards have not been
paid in West
Bengal, for
instance. 

Loss of people’s faith in
EC puts Republic at risk

Amassive cloudburst and flash floods that wreaked havoc at Dharali
in Uttarkashi of Uttarakhand on Tuesday, killing at least five people
and marooning nearly 70 people, is yet another grim reminder of cli-

mate change that is causing irreparable damage to the world.
The flash floods, according to locals, were the worst in the last 60 years.

Almost half of the village — the main stopover on the way to Gangotri,
which is a place of pilgrimage for Hindus — got buried under the fast flow-
ing mudslide of slush, rubble and water. As a result, landslides blocked 163
roads impeding rescue missions.

Cloudbursts have been common for the ecological sensitive Himalayan
region. However, there has been an increase in frequency and intensity for
two reasons — global warming and local deforestation. While global warm-
ing has made rainfall extreme and erratic, bringing in higher volumes of
water, deforestation and developmental activity removed trees that could
anchor rain water flow on the Himalayas.

The massive devastation at Dharali, where several buildings fell as a
pack of cards, brought back horrific memories of the 2013 deluge in
Kedarnath and the 2021 Rishiganga disaster. All these are human-made dis-
asters. While India alone cannot confront global warming, it can focus on
what is in its hands — redefining development.

The government should make people realise that concrete buildings do
not define development. While higher turnout of pilgrims would support
the tourism economy for lakhs of people across the fold mountains, the
associated construction activity is damaging Himalayas beyond repair.

Any drastic melting of the Himalayas would threaten the mighty
Himalayan rivers, putting at risk the lives of nearly 200 crore people across
India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan and Tibet. It will also affect
India’s lifeline — the monsoon. This government, therefore, needs to
evolve a developmental policy, which balances ecological concerns and
people’s livelihood.

Rethink how to ‘develop’ hills

Delhi gets a top
cop, but no end

to uncertainty 

LETTERS

I
n Lutyens’ Delhi, nothing says continu-
ity like an ad hoc appointment. And the
recent move to place senior IPS officer
S.B.K. Singh at the helm of Delhi Police

on additional charge, no less, is a case study
in how to make a statement while 
dodging one.

To be sure, there’s a quiet satisfaction in the
ranks. After years of watching outsiders
parachuted into the top job, officers from the
AGMUT cadre are finally seeing one of their
own in the chair. That Mr Singh, a 1988-batch
officer, is known to the system and carries
institutional memory, makes the move feel
like a return to form.

But then there’s the fine print. Six months.
Additional charge. Retirement is around the
corner. Déjà vu, anyone? Those with long
memories recall a similar baton pass with
S.N. Shrivastava, another interim commis-
sioner whose elevation came just before
superannuation. That pattern isn’t lost on
the force.

So, what’s the subtext here? A stopgap? A
placeholder till something (or someone) else
aligns? No one’s saying it aloud, but the
appointment seems designed to avoid rock-
ing any boats while still keeping up 
appearances.

Insiders might be relieved, but they’re not
blind. An ad-hoc title rarely comes with full
authority. And when the top cop has a ticking
clock overhead, it’s hard to chart a long-term
course. For now, Delhi Police has a familiar
face in charge. Whether it also has stable
leadership remains to be seen.

GLASS CEILINGS MEET FOREST CANOPIES
It’s not every day that a general body meeting
of a civil service association generates actual
buzz. But the Indian Forest Service (IFoS)
Association has done just that, and without
so much as a chainsaw. For the first time, its
national executive is entirely led by women.
And no, this isn’t a diversity sidebar, it’s the
main story.

Jyotsna Sitling, a pioneer in her own right,
now serves as Patron. At the helm is Anita
Karan as President, with Monalisa Dash as
Secretary-General, and a powerhouse lineup
including Surbhi Rai, Suvvena Thakur, and
Chestha Singh. It's not just a team; it’s a state-
ment that says competence, commitment,
and calm authority come in all genders.

Not to romanticise it, though, these women
officers didn’t get here on slogans or
tokenism. They’ve trudged through real jun-
gles, not just bureaucratic ones. They’ve

worked on the frontlines of conservation, 
battled forest fires (literal and institutional),
and shaped environmental policy where it
matters.

In a service long dominated by khaki-clad
machismo and safari-hatted stereotypes, this
quiet shift is no less than radical. It’s also
timely. As climate crises accelerate 
and biodiversity collapses, the forest service
needs less swagger and more stewardship.
This team seems poised to deliver exactly
that.

So the Indian Forest Service just made his-
tory. But more importantly, it might be
rewriting the future, one green leaf and one
bold decision at a time.

THE QUIET REACH OF POWER
Some stories never make it to file notings or
press briefings. They move in murmurs,
exchanged in lift lobbies and murmured
across dinner tables. One such story is circu-
lating quietly now, involving a pair of stu-
dent activists, a Delhi Police unit better
known for its counterterrorism work, and a
brutal episode of alleged custodial torture.

According to Lakshita and Gurkirat, the
beatings they endured, allegedly with leather
whips, no less, weren’t the result of political

provocation or subversive action. The rea-
son, they say, was far more banal and yet
more chilling. A personal dispute involving a
well-placed official’s family.

The dots aren’t hard to connect for those in
the know. The bureaucratic grapevine points
toward a senior officer from the 1995 batch,
currently helming a national mission in the
water sector, and reportedly well-networked
in the right circles. Her name isn’t in the FIR,
of course. It wouldn’t be. That’s not how these
things work.

But the very idea that a private grievance
could, allegedly, set off a chain of events lead-
ing to days of illegal detention and physical
abuse by a specialised police unit that has set
alarm bells ringing. Or at least ought to.

No outrage, no press statements. Just a rip-
ple of unease in the system. Just whispers.
And in Delhi, whispers often say more than
official press releases ever will. The kind that
remind everyone of what power looks like
when it’s exercised off the record, and off the
leash.

Love them, hate them ignore them at nation-
al peril, is the babu guarantee and Dilip’s

belief. Share significant babu escapades
dilipcherian@hotmail.com.

Subhani
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Shikha Mukerjee

Dilli Ka Babu
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TOP COURT IS RIGHT

The Supreme Court has
correctly asked Rahul
Gandhi to be an Indian
and behave as an Indian.
Peeved by the castigation,
his sibling Priyanka Vadra
says the Supreme Court is
not competent to define
Indianness. If the Supreme
cannot instruct a person
that too an MP to behave
as an Indian who else is
competent to do so? A
person born in India
should not speak ill of the
defence forces who guard
our borders 24 x 7 risking
their lives. Priyanka should
remember that she and
her brother are MPs only
as the representatives of
the voters who are Indians
and not of any outsiders. 

S.Nagarajan Iyer
Coimbatore

PIVOTAL MOMENT 
Prime Minister Modi's meeting
with President Ferdinand Marcos
Jr. marks a pivotal moment for
India and the Philippines.
Strengthening ties through trade,
technology, and cultural exchange
will foster mutual growth and
resilience. Together, we can build a
brighter future, empowering our
nations and inspiring collabora-
tion across the region.

TS KARTHIK
Chennai

ACT EAST
PHILIPPINES President Marcos
Jr’s visit to India signals a growing
strategic alignment, driven by
shared concerns over China’s
assertiveness. Defence ties have
strengthened since the 2022 BrahMos
missile deal, with recent joint naval
drills underscoring trust. As the
Philippines prepares to chair Asean,
India’s Act East Policy gains
urgency. With waning faith in the
US, Manila sees New Delhi as a more
reliable partner. Agreements on visa-
free travel, direct Delhi-Manila
flights, and sovereign data storage
reflect expanding cooperation.
Marcos Jr’s visit to Bengaluru high-
lights interest in India's tech sector.
India must act decisively in the Indo-
Pacific, forging durable regional
partnerships.

R.S. Narula
Patiala

Mail your letters to 
chennaidesk@deccanmail.com
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The ICJ ruling also calls upon states to 
better regulate private sector activity. 
Domestic pressure can be placed on compa-
nies engaging in fossil fuel production and 
import activity and on governments for 
inaction. International experiences point to 
increasing litigation against the largest such 
companies. As of September 2024, the 
annual number of climate-related lawsuits 
filed against the world’s largest fossil fuel 
producing companies had nearly tripled 
since the Paris Agreement in 2015. Out of 86 
climate lawsuits, three categories have 
gained the most traction; most ask for com-
pensation for climate-related damages such 
as from extreme weather events (38%), fol-
lowed by allegations of greenwashing or 
false advertising (16%) and complaints about 
the failure of companies to adopt and imple-
ment emission reduction plans (12%).

These arguments point to increasing legal 
uncertainty and vulnerability at the interna-
tional and national levels that could push the 
hand of the Indian government and local 
industries. They also reveal potential new 
stressors that could arise from climate nego-
tiations. The operating environment is 
changing rapidly. India should urgently 
review—and perhaps redefine—its climate 
strategy with the ICJ ruling in mind.

India too may come under increased scru-
tiny on its climate actions under the Paris 
Agreement. The possibility of legal action 
cannot be ruled out. The ICJ ruling recog-
nizes and endorses the principle of common 
but differentiated responsibility (CBDR). 
But it also recognizes that the classification 
of countries as ‘developing’ or ‘developed’ is 
not static, opening the door to much stricter 
obligations for India as we pursue our vision 
of achieving developed-country status by 
mid-century. 

Also, while India has made good progress 
in its adoption of renewable energy, as per its 
Nationally Determined Contributions 
(NDCs), it is not easy to establish the ade-
quacy of national actions towards meeting 
the global goal of net-zero emissions by 
2050, especially when these actions are 
determined primarily by national circum-
stances rather than the global need. How-
ever, upcoming climate negotiations could 
very well change this flexibility, particularly 
in light of the ICJ ruling. 

In this context, we should thank NGOs 
like Climate Analytics that have been fine-
tuning methods to evaluate national com-
mitments and are tracking the progress of 
each country against Paris goals. In their 
current assessment, India’s policies and 

O
n 23 July, the International Court of 
Justice (ICJ) issued a landmark advi-
sory opinion on climate action that 

asks all states to act. It calls upon states to (i) 
prevent significant harm to the environ-
ment, laying out a due diligence standard 
requiring countries to maintain legal, regu-
latory, administrative and enforcement 
measures to achieve rapid and sustained 
emission reductions, and (ii) mandatorily 
cooperate with other countries internation-
ally, which involves acting in good faith 
through information-sharing, joint efforts to 
mitigate the effects of climate change and 
transferring the technology needed to 
achieve the goals of climate treaties. Both 
these duties are under customary law and 
therefore applicable to all states regardless 
of their signatory status vis-a-vis climate 
treaties. This ruling, although not backed by 
enforcement power, is being hailed for 
increasing the pressure of legal opinion on 
states that are not acting in conformity with 
the Paris Agreement’s goals. 

place all day. He suspected the children 
would enjoy the little chaos of moving. 
And so he re-arranged the school. 
Hindi, Maths and English each got a 
dedicated room. For Environmental 
Studies, lacking a fourth room, he fash-
ioned a makeshift space in the court-
yard, shaded by thick foliage. 

The children loved it. The movement 
brought excitement, a break from the 
stillness that defines most classrooms. 
As the months passed, something unex-
pected emerged. The teachers began 
treating these rooms differently. These 
were no longer just spaces they occu-
pied, they were ‘their’ subject rooms. 
Slowly, the rooms transformed. Posters 
went up, teaching aids accumulated, 
corners filled with games and materials 
tailored to each subject. What was once 
a storage problem—where materials 
were either unused or left to decay—
became the enabler of thriving, subject-
specific resource centres. All because 
the teachers now felt a sense of owner-
ship. When I visited years later, it was 
clear that these changes were just one 
part of a broader culture of not standing 
still but trying to improve—pedagogical 
practices, teaching-learning material, 
handling of children, relationships with 
the local community and more.

The results reflected this culture of 
steady improvement. The Class 3 chil-
dren I met had the language and math 
capacities expected at their age, includ-
ing in English. In a country struggling 
with foundational literacy and numer-
acy, this achievement in a ‘remote’ rural 
area would be notable. But what stood 
out even more was their confidence, a 
sense of fun and joy without the faintest 
sign of any sort of discrimination or 
prejudice. When I asked the head-
teacher how they had achieved all this, 
he had no grand theories. He simply 
said he tried to do his job a little better 
each day, and his team worked with him 
with total dedication. 

When I pressed him further, with 
“Did no one try to stop you when you 
restructured the school so fundamen-

tally?”, his response was a matter of fact 
“Kaun aata hai yahaan jo rokega yaa 
poochhegaa (no one comes here, so who 
is there to stop or question)?” The local 
village community is fully with him, 
having observed the school’s consistent 
improvement over the years. 

This school is yet another example of 
the reality and possibilities of our school 
education. Learnings? First, our schools 
are plagued by resource constraints, 
have little support and serve communi-
ties in poverty, which presents an 
entirely different order of educational 
challenge. Second, a group of dedicated 
and thoughtful teachers can achieve a 
lot. Third, a head-teacher can play a 
significant role in setting a culture that 
energizes teachers and engages stu-
dents to make it a truly functional 
school. Fourth, even hard resource con-
straints and multiple challenges can’t 
contain the spirit of those who are com-
mitted. Fifth, and most importantly, we 
have lots and lots of people with such 
spirit—certainly teachers in our 
schools, but also in many other spheres. 
These are people who are dissatisfied 
with the state-of-affairs in the country 
and want to see India improve. 

Our policies are often—though not 
always—supportive and encouraging of 
this spirit. But too often, their imple-
mentation is not. They get mired in a 
sclerotic and hierarchical culture that 
treats teachers as the cause of our edu-
cation system’s problems and not key 
allies in changing and improving it. This 
attitude must be transformed if we want 
to change Indian education to achieve 
the outcomes we aspire for. 

Big changes happen through small 
changes—not through sweeping 
reforms or dramatic interventions, but 
via actions taken by people ready to take 
responsibility and act in small but con-
sistent ways. Over time, these changes 
accumulate to deliver something 
extraordinary. Those who create these 
apparent miracles are our real heroes, 
though they are rarely aware of it. Per-
haps that’s why they succeed.

I
t would be inaccurate to call the three 
rooms in this school ‘classrooms.’ In 
most primary schools, dedicated 

rooms are assigned to classes—Class 1 
to Class 5—or shared if there aren’t 
enough; and so they are called class-
rooms. Here, however, the rooms are 
designated by subject. Perhaps they 
should be called ‘subject rooms.’ 

Unlike in other schools, when a class 
period ends here, students move but 
the teachers stay. The system is not 
unheard of. It exists in some countries 
as standard practice and in a few elite 
Indian schools. But to find it in a gov-
ernment primary school, tucked away 
in what we might call a ‘remote’ area, is 
astonishing. How did this happen? 

The head-teacher has been with the 
school since it opened 18 years ago. A 
local, he studied in a village primary 
school before moving to a town for 
middle and secondary education. Years 
after founding this school, he found 
himself reflecting on his own student 
days. What stayed with him was the 
monotony of sitting in the same room, 
year after year. Through his middle 
school years, his class remained in one 
room—only the sign outside changed 
from ‘Class 6’ to ‘Class 7’ to ‘Class 8.’ 

That memory sparked an idea: Why 
not have students move between rooms 
for each period? Not for any grand edu-
cational theory, but because he remem-
bered how dull it was staying in one 

Amazing outcomes can be achieved through tiny improvements by people dedicated to education

ANURAG BEHAR
is CEO of Azim Premji Foundation.

Watch out for the legal implications of climate inaction 
LEENA SRIVASTAVA

T
he curious incident of the dog in 
the night-time’ is an expression 
that has acquired a life beyond the 
tale of Silver Blaze, in which Sher-
lock Holmes solves the mystery of a 
missing race-horse, to highlight 

the significance of events that fail to occur 
even as we focus on events that do. It is also apt 
for the global response to US President Donald 
Trump’s tariff tantrums. Unlike in the after-
math of America’s Smoot-Hawley tariffs of 
1930, Trump’s high and uneven tariffs against 
country after country have not been followed 
by a round of protectionist measures by other 
trading nations. The beggar-thy-neighbour 
policy of competitive barriers that many US 
trade partners adopted back in the 1930s had 
deepened and spread the Great Depression 
that began in 1929. So far, we have had little 
indication that Trump’s tariff victims will act 
in fear of their home markets being overrun 
by diverted goods from other countries—also 
faced with US market barricades—by raising 
their own tariffs to shield local producers from 
imports. While some talk of retaliation has 
been in the air, globally, we have not yet seen 
much knock-on tariff escalation. Why this 
‘dog’ has not barked is worth exploring.

When Trump first mooted his tariffs, several 
countries said they would retaliate by hiking 
duties on imports from the US. Why this has not 
happened, by and large, is partly explained by 
America’s role in assuring the security of its 
geopolitical allies—not just in the rich world, 
but elsewhere too. Till Trump came along, 
Europe was content to let America do the heavy 
lifting of the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion (Nato), a defence umbrella under which 
many rich nations could shelter even as it 

afforded them the luxury of spending heavily 
on welfare. In his first term in the White House, 
Trump asked all Nato allies to spend 2% of GDP 
on defence, as committed. Now, he wants that 
outlay upped to 5% of GDP by 2035. Beholden 
as the EU is to the US for its safety, with Russia 
close-by, it can hardly risk an actual trade war 
with its benefactor. Similar logic may be at work 
in the Far East as well, where China has been 
flexing muscle. Of course, US-archrival China 
has played a retaliatory game, as its strategic 
autonomy lets it. And while uneven US entry 
rates make some trade diversion within Asia 
likely, global tariffs have generally stayed calm.

The evident value of trade integration also 
militates against the likelihood of a mercantilist 
redux of 20th century frictions that preceded 
World War II, even stoked the tensions that led 
up to it. The EU project was partly born of those 
lessons. A burst of economic globalization after 
the 1991 collapse of the Soviet Union, a moment 
hailed as the triumph of free-market capitalism, 
has left us a world that has gained from barrier-
free trade and supply chains that transcend 
national borders. A significant gainer has been 
China, ever since it spotted glory in getting rich 
and found export markets to do just that. Even if 
the World Trade Organization has not offered a 
perfect aegis for it, much of the world has seen 
prosperity in trade barriers slowly being eased 
all around. With integrated markets, import 
levies act as taxes on local consumption and 
foreign inputs for domestic businesses, raising 
the barricaded country’s own cost base. While 
Trump inflicts costs on US industry, other 
national leaders have shown restraint. Unless 
global responses take a turn for the worse, 
maybe the textbook theory of trade being win-
win can be credited for the missing bark.

World trade war: A risk 

that has raised no alarm

This century’s tariff turmoil isn’t proving quite as alarming as the barrier-raising outbreak 

of the 1930s. Geopolitics and economics point to why we’ve seen so few knock-on tariff hikes
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While receiving his
Nobel Prize in 2005,

US economist Thomas 
Schelling noted: “The most 
spectacular event of the 
past half century is one 
that did not occur. We have 
enjoyed 60 years without 
nuclear weapons exploded 
in anger.”

Since then, one more 
decade of amazement has 
been added as we observe 
the 70th anniversary of the 
first atomic bombing.

Logic of this sort is 
deeply disturbing to peace 
activists who fear the 
frightening power of 
nuclear weapons. But that 
is what makes these 
weapons devices of peace: 
it is unthinkable that they 
will  be used ever again in 
the way they were in Japan.

South Asia is a good 
example of why nuclear 
armageddon is safely the 
preserve of fiction. The last 
war in the subcontinent, in 
Kargil in 1999, was 
conducted under a nuclear 
shadow. It did not proceed 
to a nuclear exchange 
precisely because the 
warring parties knew very 
well what these weapons 
could do. Nuclear peace is 
a real thing. 

QUICK EDIT

Lessons of 
Hiroshima

REDUCING DEBT

Tata group 
firms to help 
each other

B Y  P. R .  S A N J A I  &  

A M R I T H A  P I L L AY

····························
MUMBAI

The extensive cross-hold-
ings Tata group compa-
nies have in each other

could come to the rescue of
firms such as Tata Steel Ltd and
Tata Motors Ltd that are looking
to reduce the amount of debt on
their books, with holding com-
pany Tata Sons Ltd stepping in
to buy these stakes. 

On Wednesday, Tata Sons said
it would acquire a 2.18% stake in
Titan Industries Ltd, held by Tata
Steel, for around `680 crore. 

On Thursday, business news
channel CNBC-TV18 reported
that Tata Sons could buy Tata
Steel’s 5.5% stake in Tata Motors.
At Thursday’s closing price of
Tata Motors shares, this deal
would have been worth `5,527
crore. 

Tata Steel denied this in a
statement: “We wish to state that
the news is speculative. The
company is committed to mak-
ing disclosures to the regulators
and the investing community at
the appropriate time so as to
eliminate any asymmetry of
information. The company has
robust disclosure principles and
follows a policy of not comment-
ing on speculative news.”

Still, there is nothing unusual
about Tata Sons helping out
group companies, said a Tata
group executive who spoke on
condition of anonymity. 

 “It is quite possible that more
such transactions can happen in
the future. If a group company
decides to sell (its stake in
another Tata company) for
whatever reasons, Tata Sons
would want to buy it out to
increase its shareholding.” 

He added that Tata Sons, as
the holding company, wanted to
consolidate its ownership of 
operating firms. For instance,
the Titan deal increased its stake
in the watch and jewellery com-
pany to 19.59%.

This executive declined to
comment on the specific trans-
action of Tata Steel. (Titan said
the proposed date of acquisition
is on or after 11 August)

Tata Sons didn’t respond to an
e-mail seeking comment. 

The group has done this at
least once in the past. In 2009,
Tata Motors sold a 1.5% stake in

Tata Steel to Tata Sons and
another group company for
around `457 crore. 

“Some of the Tata group’s
listed companies (investor com-
panies) hold significant invest-
ments in the other group com-
panies and in Tata Sons, the pro-
moter company. The current
market value (of these invest-
ments) is equal to 1% to 135% of
the market capitalization of
investor companies,” analyst
Bijal Shah wrote in a 2014 IIFL
Institutional Equities report. 

Those proportions may have
changed since, but remain direc-
tionally relevant. 

Usually, however, the Tata
group companies have preferred
to raise money through other
avenues. 

Preceding the 2009 transac-
tion, for instance, Tata Motors,
which was trying to reduce the
debt on its books at the time,
raised around `4,200 crore by
selling debentures. 

“...monetisation of invest-
ments in group companies was
limited. At present, Tata Steel’s
debt levels remain elevated.
However, it continues to hold
large stakes in listed group com-
panies,” Shah wrote in 2014.
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More deals on lines of 
Titan stake buy seen 
as Tata Sons plans to 
consolidate ownership 
of operating firms

Tax evasion: 
offshore wealth 
managers on 
Sebi’s radar
B Y  S U M E E T  C H AT T E R J E E  &  

H I M A N K  S H A R M A

Reuters
····························
MUMBAI

Seeking to root out unde-
clared wealth, India’s market

regulator has sent letters to some
large wealth managers operating
out of low-tax centres such as
Hong Kong and Singapore to try
and bring them under its remit,
people with knowledge of the
matter said.

India is cracking down on tax
evasion as a means of boosting
revenues, and in October said
the state was prosecuting several
individuals on suspicion of hav-
ing undeclared assets outside
the country.

In a significant new move by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
government, the Securities and
Exchange Board of India (Sebi)
has recently started to reach out
to international private banks, 
asking them to register their off-
shore units with the Indian
watchdog if they are soliciting
business in India, five people
with direct knowledge of the
matter said.

By registering with Sebi, some
private banks would have to
admit that they are managing
funds of wealthy Indian clients
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TOP FIVE BOWLING FIGURES IN AN INNINGS IN ASHES

10 LOWEST INNINGS TOTALS IN ASHES

1956

Jim Laker 
(England)

10/53 
at Old Trafford 

1902 1888 1896 1887 1948

Australia: 36 
at Birmingham 

Australia: 42
at Sydney 

Australia: 44 
at The Oval

England: 45 
at Sydney 

England: 52  
at The Oval

1888 1896 1936 1888 2015

England: 53 
at Lord's 

Australia: 53
at Lord's 

Australia: 58  
at Brisbane 

Australia: 60 
at Lord's 

Australia: 60
at Nottingham 

1956

Jim Laker 
(England)

9/37 
at Old Trafford 

1921

Arthur Mailey 
(Australia)

9/121 
at Melbourne

2015

Stuart Broad 
(England)

8/15 
at Trent Bridge

1909

Frank Laver 
(Australia)

8/31 
at Old Trafford

Source: ESPN Cricinfo

B Y  S A P N A  A G A R WA L  &  

S H A L LY  S E T H  M O H I L E

····························
MUMBAI

Low inflation, upbeat senti-
ment and optimism about

the job market are encouraging
urban consumers to spend
more, in turn sending out early
signs of a revival in the Indian
economy. The trend is showing
up across segments, ranging
from consumer packaged goods
and automobiles to air travel
and tourism.

On Tuesday, the Reserve Bank
of India noted that consumption
demand, especially in urban
areas, is picking up, citing indi-
cators such as strong growth in
car sales. The central bank
added that the real income effect
of the lower cost of commodities
like oil could add to the improv-
ing growth outlook.

Some of this is showing up in
across a number of urban con-
sumption categories.

For instance, the consumer
packaged goods category grew
11% by value in the April-June
quarter compared with a year
ago, bettering the growth rate of
7% seen during the March quar-
ter, according to research firm

TURN TO PAGE 2®

Early signs of 
revival as 
Indian buyers 
spend more 

CNBC-TV18: Still hoping to meet 
GST deadline, says Jaitley >29

ENERGY: Path cleared for TAPI gas 
pipeline project >3

INTERVIEW: To be first is in our DNA, says 
Airtel’s Gopal Vittal >10

RETAIL: Shoppers Stop ties up with 
Snapdeal for online store >32
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Just 14 years ago Wall Street fell
in love with the BRICs, the tidy
acronym for four major

emerging economies that, to
many, looked like sure winners.

Today, after heady runs and
abrupt reversals, most of the
BRICs—in fact, most developing
nations—look like big-time los-
ers.

The history of emerging mar-
kets is a history of booms and
busts, but the immediate future
may hold something more pro-
saic: malaise. Investors today
confront what could turn out to
be a lost decade of returns, with
four or five more meagre years
ahead.

“These are very much the lean
years after the bonanza decade,”
said Harvard Kennedy School
economist Carmen Reinhart,
one of the world’s top experts on
financial crises and developing
economies.

Not long ago the BRICs—Bra-
zil, Russia, India and China—
were celebrated as engines of
global growth. Now Brazil and
Russia face deep recessions
brought on by the collapse in
global commodities, while China
is slowing and struggling to prop

up its fast-sinking stock market.
The prospect of higher US

interest rates only adds to the
gloom. Currencies from the
South African rand to the Malay-
sian r inggit  fell  anew on
Wednesday amid worries the US
Federal Reserve might move as
early as September.

To Ruchir Sharma, the turna-
bout suggests the outsize invest-
ment returns of the early 2000s—
the MSCI Emerging Markets
Index nearly quadrupled
between 2002 and 2010—now
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FUTURE FEARS

Lost decade in emerging markets: 
investors already halfway there
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The $108-billion Tata
group, with businesses

ranging from salt to soft-
ware and tea to telecoms,
plans to add e-commerce
to its portfolio.

The venture will also see
the launch of a digital plat-
form for healthcare serv-
ices and a renewed focus
on Big Data analytics, using
its newly launched data
warehouse, by the end of
the year.

The group has lined up
`1,000 crore for these initi-
atives over the next five
years, said executives who
did not want to be named.

The initiatives are aimed
at helping the group
achieve its Vision 2025, as
outlined by chairman
Cyrus Mistry on 29 July,

TURN TO BACK PAGE ®

Tata group’s 
e-commerce 
strategy 
takes shape

WRECKER-IN-CHIEF
England’s Stuart Broad scripted one of the most extraordinary starts to a 
Test match by taking four wickets in his first 13 balls, reducing Australia to 21 
for 5 (the quickest any team has lost five wickets in a Test), on the first day 
of the fourth Ashes Test match in Nottingham on Thursday. Broad 
eventually finished with a career best 8 for 15 off 9.3 overs, as England 
dismissed Australia inside 19 overs for 60 runs. 
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Continuing its slide for
the fourth consecutive

day, gold prices on Thurs-
day dipped below `25,000
by losing `40 to trade at
over four-year lows of
`24,980 per 10g at the
domestic bullion market. 

Moreover, the precious
metal was trading at five-
year lows in the global
market. 

Besides, there was easing
demand from jewellers as
retailers deferred their buy-
ing plans on hopes of fur-
ther dip in the yellow metal
prices. 

On the other hand, silver
managed to recover some
ground on the back of scat-
tered demand from con-
suming industries and rose

TURN TO PAGE 22®

Gold continues 
slide, slips 
below `25,000
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Lean period: China is struggling to 
prop up its fast-sinking stock 
market.

BLOOMBERG

With all the globalisation 
that has taken place, 

countries are a lot more 
interdependent and 
therefore ‘coupled.’

GITA GOPINATH

is an independent expert on 

climate change and clean 

energy.
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impacts become increasingly tangible and 
large proportions of our population suffer 
from inevitable climate extremes, legal 
actions are initiated locally against busi-
nesses and governments at various levels. 

It is heartening to note the 1 August obser-
vations of the Supreme Court on a petition 

against an order of the 
Himachal Pradesh high 
court that the entire state 
could ‘vanish’ as a result of 
unsustainable develop-
ment and climate impact. 
The apex court rightly 
stated that “earning reve-
nue is not everything” and 
“revenue cannot come at 
the cost of the environment 
and ecology.” It cited the 
unchecked construction, 
hydropower projects, four-
lane roads and extensive 
deforestation that are 

pushing the delicate Himalayan ecosystem 
to its limit. Through this observation, the top 
court has lent credibility to the de-growth 
movement, which aims to transform econo-
mies so that they respect the planet’s limits 
as a way to achieve sociopolitical equity and 
ecological sustainability.

actions against our fair share of the burden 
is insufficient even to cap global warming at 
3° Celsius above the pre-industrial average, 
while our conditional NDC targets are 
highly insufficient. Our alignment towards 
meeting our own CBDR-based 2070 net-
zero commitment is rated as poor. While 
such analysis may not hold 
up in a court of law, it could 
still provide the basis for a 
future legal challenge.

India’s continued reli-
ance on fossil fuels, in par-
ticular coal and oil, and the 
lock-in effects of contin-
ued investment in fossil-
based infrastructure could 
also be a red flag. India is 
not expected to reach peak 
oil or peak coal usage 
before 2040. As ours 
would be the world’s third 
largest economy by then, 
our fossil energy consumption levels would 
be relevant to the world’s ability to achieve 
net-zero emissions by 2050. Not only would 
this add to India’s legal vulnerability, but 
also sharpen the threat of stranded assets 
that India cannot afford.

It would also be unsurprising if, as climate 

An ICJ order on 

climate action 

signals the need 

to rethink our 

strategy for 

legal challenges

to be kept at bay

Kaizen in school: Small changes 
could have an enormous impact
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O
n 6 August 2025, the Reserve 
Bank of India’s (RBI) policy-rate-
setting Monetary Policy Commit-
tee (MPC) finally decided, in com-
mon with major central banks—of 
the US, UK, China and the EU— 

that discretion is the better part of valour. In times 
of extreme uncertainty, as at present, it is better to 
mark time. Wait for the tariff-induced fog to clear 
and then proceed. Hence, its unanimous decision 
to maintain status quo on the policy rate (5.5%) and 
keep its monetary policy stance ‘neutral.’

This is welcome. Though the minutes of the last 
MPC meet in June had hinted as much—“After 
having reduced the policy repo rate by 100 bps in 
quick succession since February 2025, under the 
current circumstances, monetary policy is left with 
very limited space to support growth”—many in 
the market expected to see another rate cut. The 
reason is that the MPC under Governor Sanjay 
Malhotra has shown a marked bias in favour of 
growth in the inflation-growth trade-off. It has cut 
rates at three successive meetings (in February, 
April and June 2025), with its June meet smacking 
almost of adventurism—a 50 basis points (bps) 
reduction in the repo rate and a reduction in the 
cash reserve ratio by 100 bps!

It is good, therefore, that the MPC seems to have 
tacitly accepted that there are limits to what mone-
tary policy can do. As Governor Malhotra admitted 
at the press conference later in the day, “It is diffi-
cult to predict the impact of tariffs.” All the more 
reason for the MPC to bide its time before rushing 
in with more pre-emptive rate cuts. 

To give an analogy from the world of cricket, 
David Frith, English cricket writer and historian, 
once said, “Test cricket is the only sport where 
doing nothing—leaving the ball—is sometimes the 
most intelligent act. It is only here that restraint 
can be heroic.” That statement is particularly apt in 
view of the MPC’s restraint (its status quo decision) 
when, contrarily, in the eyes of most observers, it 
has reduced its inflation projection for 2025-26 
from 3.7% in June to 3.1% now.

Front-loading of rate action is not always the 
best option. Even if there is a growth slowdown, 
which there isn’t—the MPC’s own projection for 
2025-26 remains at 6.5% and, surprise, surprise, is 
higher at 6.6% for the next fiscal year—a slowdown 
occasioned by tariff hikes and global uncertainty 
cannot be tackled by monetary policy. On the con-
trary! The remedy, if any, lies squarely within the 
domain of fiscal policy. Governments can talk of 
‘aspirational’ growth; not central banks. The latter 
may, at best, focus on ‘potential’ growth, though 
even that is a somewhat abstruse number. Central 
banks must be guided by reliable data. 

Indeed, many would argue there is a danger that 
monetary policy may already have over-reached 

itself. Aggressive rate cuts have adversely impacted 
household financial savings, even as credit offtake 
remains lacklustre. The argument that overall 
credit to the corporate sector has increased does 
not cut any ice. RBI’s signalling mechanism is pri-
marily intended for banks. So if bank credit has not 
picked up, but has in fact fallen, chances are that 
lower interest rates have not served their intended 
purpose: higher credit offtake and faster growth.

The role of monetary policy is, in any case, very 
limited if the reason for muted credit growth is 
structural, rather than cyclical. In the absence of 
corporate demand for credit, there is also the very 
real danger that banks may use easy money to 
expand their retail portfolios and lend to sub-
prime borrowers, threatening financial stability.

At the same time, benign inflation numbers— 
retail inflation was at a 77-month low of 2.1% in 
June—can be quite misleading; the consequence 
of a high base (high inflation in the comparable 
period last year) and low inflation in the volatile 
food-and-beverages category that accounts for 
more than 40% of the consumer price index. Yet 

the MPC’s June resolution was silent on the role of 
the base effect in keeping inflation numbers low.

The August resolution makes amends for this 
lapse. There is an explicit mention of base effects. 
“CPI inflation, however, is likely to edge up above 
4 per cent by Q4:2025-26 and beyond, as unfavour-
able base effects, and demand side factors from 
policy actions come into play.” As the governor 
admits, “Core inflation has been rising steadily from 
the recent low of 3.6 per cent recorded during 
December-January 2024-25 and averaged 4.3 per 
cent in Q1 this year.’

With the rupee likely to depreciate further (it fell 
to a new closing low of ₹87.8 against the dollar on 
Tuesday), thanks to escalating trade tensions with 
the US and President Donald Trump’s threat to levy 
penalties on India for buying Russian oil and arms, 
the pass-through to retail inflation from higher 
import prices, including oil, cannot be ignored.

Monetary policy, we all know, must be forward-
looking. At the same time, caution, rather than 
adventurism, is the hallmark of wise central banks. 
RBI’s MPC has done well to return to form.

RBI has done well to focus on its 
core competence: Price stability
In times of extreme uncertainty, it is better for India’s central bank to mark time. Wait for the fog to clear and then proceed
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T
hailand was saddled with US tariffs 
and forced to call it a good deal. But 
the country’s besieged political lead-

ers have managed a feat that President 
Donald Trump has so far found elusive. In 
naming an advocate of aggressive mone-
tary easing to be the next central bank 
chief, they got the financial manager they 
want—or think they want. The benefits 
may be short-lived.

After a campaign to pressure the Bank of 
Thailand to juice growth, the Thai cabinet 
tapped a critic of the incumbent governor 
to lead it. More stimulus is warranted: 
Deflation is a threat, business confidence is 
low and recession is a real possibility. The 
bank has eased policy this year, though it is 
reluctant to speed up. Outgoing chief Set-
haput Suthiwartnarueput has defended 
the institution’s independence, while 
being careful not to rule out additional 
reductions. Things seem stuck. 

That wasn’t good enough for an impa-
tient and fragile coalition with a lot on its 
plate. Thai soldiers have clashed with Cam-
bodian forces and Prime Minister Paetong-
tarn Shinawatra was suspended from office 
by a court last month. The government will 
almost certainly get the lower borrowing 
costs it’s seeking once Vitai Ratanakorn 
takes over in October. Beyond the rate 
reductions that the government wants, it’s 
unclear what the finance ministry gets. The 
case for cuts justifies a shift at the top, 
though perhaps only just. The move won’t 
be cost-free. 

The caffeine jolt from further easing may 
be noticeable, but brief. Of greater concern 
may be the long-term damage done to the 
bank’s standing, specifically its autonomy. 
In announcing Vitai’s appointment, the 
cabinet bypassed a respected deputy gov-
ernor. That prospect prompted a group of 
academics to write an open letter on the 
eve of the announcement expressing their 
preference for an insider.

More damaging—and indulgent—was 
finance minister Pichai Chunhavajira’s 
declaration that Vitai will work hand in 
glove with the state. “Its direction should 
align with the government’s broader eco-
nomic strategy,” he said. 

Every leader wants their own person 
atop powerful institutions like central 
banks; in the US, Trump has vilified Fed-
eral Reserve chair Jerome Powell, whom 
he appointed in 2018 and was granted a 
second term by Joe Biden. Now, the White 
House wants him out—Powell’s term ends 
in May—and Trump says enthusiasm for 
rate cuts must be on the resume of his suc-
cessor. This game is far more dangerous 

than the one being played in Bangkok.
Thailand is the second-biggest economy 

in Southeast Asia and was the epicentre of 
a crippling financial crisis in the late 1990s 
that spread to many parts of Asia, Russia 
and Latin America. But it has been a long 
time since global markets swung on events 
in Vitai’s neighbourhood. The Fed sets the 
tone for policy globally and investors are 
highly sensitized to the slightest shift in 
stance or even rhetoric. The dollar’s role as 
the main reserve currency gives America’s 
central bank primacy. Should the Fed be 
seen to bend the knee to the administra-
tion, the consequences will be huge. 
Trump’s recent decision to fire the head of 
the main statistics agency in response to 
some dour US employment figures is 
alarming enough. 

Borrowing costs will almost certainly 
come down in Thailand. But rates had been 
likely to fall anyway. The incumbent had 
cut them three times since October, and 
the soft economy means that whoever suc-
ceeded him was going to err on the side of 
more stimulus, not less. This will be about 
the pace and extent of easing, not whether 
it happens at all.

Was installing an outsider who made his 
pitch as a forceful change agent worth the 
disruption? Probably, but it’s a close call. 
Inflation is well below the authority’s tar-
get, unlike in the US. Tariffs are likely to be 
inflationary in America; the country that is 
the origin of the exports will suffer a slow-
down. Easier money won’t solve every Thai 
problem and the bullying from politicians 
has likely been counterproductive. It’s also 
true that independence ultimately derives 
from the political process; it has proven 
useful, but isn’t a sacrament. As former 
Reserve Bank of Australia governor Ian 
Macfarlane testified last year, the condition 
“is not God-given.”

What the Thai government cannot know 
is how Vitai will respond to a change in cir-
cumstances that may require holding rates 
or even hiking them. He must also be a 
canny diplomat; borrowing costs are 
decided by a seven-member committee. 
He will need to win minds consistently. 
Vitai and his backers will own the results 
soon enough. Lawmakers will need to 
move on and find some new scapegoats, 
but that’s assuming they’ll be in power long 
enough. ©BLOOMBERG

Ardent rate cutters at central 
banks: There is a price to pay

Thailand will discover that central bank obedience isn’t good for it

Monetary authorities need autonomy to 

keep economies stable BLOOMBERG

PTI
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rates persist, India must treat this trade 
shock as a wake-up call to diversify export 
markets, increase production efficiency and 
boost domestic demand for shrimp. 

There is an urgent need to diversify 
India’s shrimp export markets beyond the 
US, with a greater focus placed on East Asia, 
the EU, UK and West Asia. The India-UK 
Comprehensive Economic and Trade 
Agreement offers a timely opportunity to 
boost shrimp exports to the UK by leverag-
ing the pact’s tariff advantages. India’s 
Marine Products Export Development 
Authority can play a key role in branding 
Indian shrimp and facilitating market devel-
opment abroad. 

Also, the farmers’ access to institutional 
credit and insurance must be improved. 
Small farmers often struggle with working 
capital constraints and shrimp crop insur-
ance schemes need to be scaled up with 
transparent and efficient claim-settlement 
mechanisms. 

Boosting domestic consumption is no less 
critical. Shrimp could be mainstreamed into 
Indian non-vegetarian diets through aware-
ness campaigns of its nutritional value. Our 
growing market for ready-to-eat and ready-
to-cook food is likely to welcome it.

These are the authors’ personal views.

favourable terms in terms of import tariffs. 
Ecuador currently faces an effective duty of 
18%, Indonesia’s rate has dropped from 35% 
to 25.3% and Vietnam’s has been reduced 
from a steep 46% to 20% following recent 
negotiations by these countries with the US. 
In contrast, India now faces an effective tariff 
of 33%, creating a 14 to 15 percentage point 
disadvantage compared to Ecuador, its clos-
est competitor in US market. The widened 
tariff gap risks diminishing India’s competi-
tive edge and reducing its market share in 
the US, which would put pressure on Indian 
exporters, processors and farmers.

India’s ‘revealed comparative advantage’ 
—a measure of a particular good’s concen-
tration in a country’s export basket in rela-
tion to its share of world trade—in shrimp 
exports is 4.4, lower than Ecuador’s 16.0, 
highlighting Ecuador’s stronger specializa-
tion and rapid growth through vertical inte-
gration. India primarily exports raw frozen 
shrimp, which make up about half of US 
imports. In 2024, India’s average landing 
price in the US of this export was $7.69 per 
kg, compared to Ecuador’s $7.06. Despite 
higher freight charges, India’s cost advan-
tage was on account of labour-intensive 
peeling and processing. However, the recent 
25% US tariff threatens this competitiveness.

T
he recent move by the US to impose a 
25% basic tariff on shrimp imports 
from India has triggered uncertainties 

for the sector back home. This comes on top 
of existing anti-dumping and countervailing 
duties of approximately 8% on shrimp, 
pushing the total effective duty to 33%, 
which was just 7.5% before US President 
Donald Trump’s reciprocal tariff announce-
ments of 2 April. 

In recent years, Indian shrimp farming 
has shown an impressive performance. It 
grew at a compound annual growth rate of 
18% between 2011 and 2023. This growth 
relied heavily on exports. Demand from the 
US has been a major driver of this increase. 
Consider the numbers. In 2023-24, India 
exported over $2.5 billion worth of shrimp to 
the US, making up nearly 38% of America’s 
total shrimp imports, followed by Ecuador’s 
share of  21%, Indonesia’s 17% and Vietnam’s 
11% (ITC data, 2024). 

However, major competitors of India in 
the US shrimp market have secured far more 

Shrimp farmers reeling under US tariffs need a lifeline  
RAYA DAS & SANCHIT GUPTA

exporters may need to absorb the extra cost 
burden, reducing their margins. The impact 
will percolate to farmers, who are already 
operating on low margins. It will hit farmers 
in Andhra Pradesh the hardest as they 
account for over 82% of India’s total shrimp 
production, followed by those in states like 

Odisha, West Bengal, 
Tamil Nadu and Gujarat. 

The impact is not limited 
to coastal areas. Under the 
Union government’s Prad-
han Mantri Matsya Sam-
pada Yojana, inland saline 
aquaculture is being pro-
moted in inland states like 
Haryana and Punjab. These 
states are converting salini-
ty-affected lands into pro-
ductive aquaculture zones. 
Inland farmers, many of 
whom are new to shrimp 
farming, are now facing 

uncertainty just as they begin to expand 
operations. If farm-gate prices fall due to an 
export disruption, it could stall progress in 
these emerging aquaculture areas.

What can be done in response: The Indian 
shrimp industry’s hope is of lower tariffs 
through negotiations. But if high US tariff 

Prepare for rising costs and shrinking mar-
gins: Even before this tariff increase, Indian 
shrimp farmers were facing lower profits 
due to high input costs. Shrimp feed, which 
makes up nearly 60% of total production 
costs, has seen the highest rise. Global infla-
tion in feed ingredients like fishmeal and 
soybean, along with the 
depreciation of the rupee 
and supply chain glitches, 
has pushed feed prices up 
by 25-30% in the last three 
years. For small and 
medium farmers culturing 
Litopenaeus vannamei 
(white leg shrimp), the 
average production cost  
has  r isen to  about 
₹280-₹300 per kg. How-
ever, with average farm-
gate prices ranging 
between ₹340 and ₹360 
per kg, profit margins have 
shrunk. If farm-gate prices drop below ₹280 
per kg, many businesses incur losses.

Indian processors are currently delivering 
past export orders, as the peak harvest and 
export period is on, with stocking underway 
in export destinations for a festive demand 
bounce. With the new American tariff rules, 

This sector’s 

competitiveness 

in the US market 

will be hit hard 

but India could 

offer a clutch of 

relief measures

are a fellow and a research 

associate, respectively, at the 

Indian Council for Research on 

International Economic 

Relations (ICRIER)
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INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN  
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

RBI KEEPS POWDER 
DRY TO RESPOND 

TO TARIFF TURMOIL

T 
HE RBI’s Monetary Policy Committee has left the key 
policy rates unchanged. Even though retail inflation 
touched a six-year low of  2.1 percent in June, the central 
bank did not see the need to reduce the rates further. As 
a result, they remain above the pre-pandemic levels, 

while the real interest rate adjusted for inflation is at 2-3 per-
cent, well above the desired 1.5-2 percent. Analysts, however, 
reason that Wednesday’s decision—a calibrated pause while 
maintaining the policy stance at ‘neutral’—allows the central 
bank flexibility to respond to unforeseen challenges. As Gov-
ernor Sanjay Malhotra explained, geopolitical tensions and 
global trade uncertainties pose significant downside risks to 
growth and inflation. So, the decision to pause allows options 
to respond in more turbulent times. Moreover, the cumula-
tive 1 percentage point rate cuts announced earlier are yet to 
filter through the credit system and the broader economy. 

Despite the pause, some believe that the rate easing cycle 
is alive and kicking, thanks to RBI’s liquidity measures. By 
providing adequate and timely liquidity, the central bank is 
ensuring that banks and financial institutions transmit the 
100-basis-point cuts to borrowers. Meanwhile, headline infla-
tion is expected to edge up in Q4, though the overall 2025-26 
print will likely settle at 3.1 percent, lower than the targeted 
4 percent for the first time in at least three years. That said, 
inflation is expected to rise again to 4.9 percent in Q1 of  2026-
27 driven by the base effect. The higher trade tariffs an-
nounced by the US later on Wednesday could fuel inflation 
and hit India’s growth prospects, which puts the MPC’s deci-
sion to preserve its ammunition in perspective. A neutral 
stance retains policy firepower to respond with rate changes 
in the event of  further global shocks. 

As for GDP growth, the RBI kept the 2025-26 estimate un-
changed at 6.5 percent, suggesting that it remained optimistic 
about domestic economic resilience amid global headwinds. 
However, Donald Trump’s later announcement of  raising tar-
iffs on Indian goods to 50 percent may prompt a recalibration, 
as they would sharply affect exports and the manufacturing 
sector. Then there could be untold dangers if  the global finan-
cial conditions freeze—another reason for the RBI to remain 
cautious. Though the market expects at least another 25-basis-
point cut in 2025, much will depend on global trade retrench-
ment, domestic demand softening, and the rupee’s trajectory.

Q U I C K  TA K E

ADVERTISE QUAKE SUSCEPTIBILITY

THE ongoing effort to zoom into the nation’s seismically 
prone zones and outline microzones is welcome. The gov-
ernment told the Lok Sabha that it has covered a dozen cit-

ies including Delhi, Chennai, Bengaluru, Kolkata, Coimbatore 
and Mangaluru in this effort; eight more cities are being 
mapped with data gathered by the National Centre for Seismol-
ogy. More crucially, the state and national disaster manage-
ment authorities are now expected to conduct awareness cam-
paigns in the prone regions to promote quake-resistant design 
requirements laid out by the Bureau of  Indian Standards. It 
should be mandatory for all housing companies to mention in 
their ads the level of  hazard at their sites. That would make the 
government’s substantial efforts really effective.

Non-aligned trade
Ref: Govt’s pushback on US threats deserves 
support (Aug 6). India’s energy choices 
reflect its sovereign right to prioritise 
national interest, despite the US’s criticism. 
Upholding non-alignment principles, India 
must resist pressure and maintain an 
independent path towards energy security 
and geopolitical self-reliance.
Avinashiappan Myilsami, Coimbatore
 
Tolerant troops
Ref: Onus to ensure decorum on passengers 
& airlines (Aug 6). The Indian Army is a 
highly disciplined force and the awkward 
incident has virtually tainted its reputation. 
Contrarily, the Lieutenant Colonel should’ve 
behaved sans arrogance and with copious 
tolerance to avoid such an ignoble situation. 
Thomas K M, Ernakulam

Divorce evidence
Ref: Spousal chats (Aug 6). The judgement 
is based on precedence. When one provoked 
their spouse in a well planned manner in 
order to secretly record them and produce 
the outcome in court, it  is untruthful. Once 
this is known, it may lead to both spouses 
not speaking at all.  
Jayachandran C, Chennai 

Trust roadmap
Ref: Building trust for India Inc (Aug 6). The 
article rightly emphasises that trust is the 
cornerstone of sustainable business success. 
The 15-point roadmap offers a practical 
framework that aligns ethics, innovation 
and governance. Such strategies ensure 
resilience, fosters credibility and strengthens 
India’s position in an increasingly 
competitive global economy.
A Senthil Kumar, Tiruppur

Tariff taunts
Ref: Substantial hike in levy in 24 hours (Aug 
6). US President Donald Trump is violating 
ethical conduct by repeatedly threatening 
India with hiking tariffs. India has recently 
emerged as the fourth-largest economy in 
the world. It seems our economic position 
worldwide has acted as a threat to him.
Abhilasha Gupta, Mohali 

Familial connection
Ref: Perils of chatbot counselling (Aug 
1). Adolescents’ increasing reliance on AI 
chatbots to express emotions and personal 
problems is alarming. This trend indicates a 
serious lack of communication within families 
and a dependency on digital validation. 
It’s crucial for families to prioritise open 
communication and emotional connection.
Raju Kolluru, Kakinada

S President Donald Trump’s 
special envoy for Russia, Ste-
ve Witkoff, predicted in an 
interview last weekend that 
it would be a success if  a set-
tlement of  the Ukrainian 
conflict is achieved by the 

end of  the presidential term in Janu-
ary 2029. The remark signals Washing-
ton’s belated awareness that it is futile 
to press Russia to compromise on its 
vital national interests. 

Witkoff  was talking to the media after 
a 2-month silence during which General 
Keith Kellogg, Trump’s hawkish special 
envoy for Russian-Ukrainian settlement, 
dominated the diplomatic arena advo-
cating a tough stance towards Moscow. 
The Kellogg line peaked with Trump’s 
July 14 announcement of  a 50-day dead-
line to Russia to end the war. A fortnight 
later, Trump said that Russia had “10 
days from today” to end its war. 

The week since then witnessed a 
breathtaking cascade of  US-Russia ten-
sions characterised by some calibrated 
brinkmanship—transfer of  US nuclear 
weapons to the UK for the first time in 
17 years; belligerent posturing vis-à-vis 
the Russian nuclear base of  Kalinin-
grad; and deployment of  US nuclear 
submarines near Russia. 

Last Friday, the Russian response 
came with the stunning announcement 
by President Vladimir Putin on the de-
ployment of  Oreshnik, the intermedi-
ate-range hypersonic ballistic missile 
with multiple warheads and a speed ex-
ceeding Mach 10 (12,300 km/h) against 
which the West, including the US, has no 
defence. The Russian foreign ministry 
followed through last night with a  
historic announcement on lifting of  
Moscow’s moratorium on the deploy-
ment of  intermediate-and shorter-range 
missiles as a new reality in strategic  
balance in the face of  “a growing 
number of  facts indicating the emer-
gence of  US-made weapons in a variety 
of  regions around the globe including 
the regions that are of  particular na-
tional security importance for Russia”.

Trump, who killed the Intermediate-
Range Nuclear Forces Treaty in 2019, 
no longer has space left to hide from  
the humiliating defeat that Nato faces 
in Ukraine and the bleak future for  
the US’s European allies having to live 
under the shadow of  Russia’s Oreshnik 
hypersonic missile. 

The Moscow visit by Witkoff, Trump’s 
counterweight to American hawks on 
Russia, signifies that the locus of  
Trump’s policy is gradually switching 
back to the Russian track. Evidently, 

Trump is desperate to reopen peace 
talks. On July 31, in a radio interview, 
Secretary of  State Marco Rubio calmed 
the troubled waters by signalling that 
first, although the sanctions route is an 
option, “our hope is to avoid that and to 
sort of  figure out a way that we can get 
the fighting to stop… we’ll continue to 
be available and willing to participate 
in something like that, if  it becomes 
available”; and, second, “a war between 
the United States and Russia is not 
something we can ever see”. 

Putin reacted the very next day, say-
ing, “Not long ago, our adversaries 
were confidently speaking of  inflicting 
a ‘strategic defeat’ on Russia. Today, 
their rhetoric has shifted: now, their 
singular and desperate goal is to halt 
our offensive at any cost.” But Putin 

won’t relent until the Russian military 
operation fully realises its objective. 

In the above fluid backdrop, Rubio, in-
terestingly, also chose to empathise with 
Delhi’s trade in Russian oil. Rubio said, 
“India is an ally. It’s a strategic partner. 
Like anything in foreign policy, you’re 
not going to align a hundred percent of  
the time on everything. India has huge 
energy needs and that includes the abil-
ity to buy oil and coal and gas and things 
that it needs to power its economy like 
every country does, and it buys it from 
Russia, because Russian oil is… cheap… 
So it is most certainly a point of  irrita-
tion in our relationship with India… We 
also have many other points of  coopera-
tion with them. But I think what you’re 
seeing the President express is the very 
clear frustration that with so many oth-

er oil vendors available, India continues 
to buy so much from Russia, which in 
essence is helping to fund the war ef-
fort.” Rubio’s remarks hinted that there 
is no inevitability about the US impos-
ing a “penalty” on India. 

We are, arguably, at an inflection 
point as Witkoff  has arrived in Moscow. 
There is a high probability that the Rus-
sian-Ukrainian talks will be resumed. 
Putin has disclosed that at the Istanbul 
talks, the Ukrainian side had suggested 
that “it could make sense to discuss se-
curity for both Russia and Ukraine in 
the context of  a pan-European security 
framework”. Putin shared this view.

In sum, Trump is inexorably moving
toward grabbing Witkoff ’s talks in Mos-
cow as alibi to retreat from his threats 
to impose punitive sanctions against 
Russian oil and secondary sanctions on 
China and India. However, alarmed 
that the whole raison d’être of  second-
ary sanctions is withering away, Trump 
has a Plan B. He is presenting a new 
ingenuous argument that regardless of  
the revival of  peace talks, he’d still 
“substantially raise” the tariffs against 
India since it is allegedly profiteering 
by re-selling Russian oil “on the open 
market for big profits”. 

This is an astounding performance 
in political chicanery that is absolute-
ly repugnant at the level of  a world 
statesman at the helm of  affairs in a 
superpower. Apparently, America’s 
businessman-president abhors profit-
making! Yet, by a rough estimate, the 
US made a profit of  $10 trillion in re-
cent years by simply letting its paper 
currency to be used by other countries 
as ‘world currency’. If  that is not prof-
iteering, what is? Now we know why 
Trump is so morbidly obsessed with 
the spectre of  a BRICS currency. 

That said, when it comes to profiteer-
ing, Trump can be choosy. Big Oil 
cashed in on the European energy mar-
ket after destroying Russia’s Nord 
Stream gas pipelines to make windfall 
profits to the tune of  $400 billion. The 
sordid story appears on the balance 
sheets of  American oil companies dur-
ing the period of  the Ukraine war. 

What began as a rewriting of  the
tariff  regime in US-India trade is 
transforming as brigandage. Trump’s 
move is spiteful. Rather than getting 
entangled in the shenanigans of  
America’s avaricious and petulant 
president, the honourable thing to do 
for the Modi government will be to 
suspend the trade talks pending an 
explanation as regards Trump’s itch to 
humiliate India.  (Views are personal)

U HOW AN EQUATION
IN MOSCOW AFFECTS
CALCULUS IN DELHI 

Trump seemingly wants to use peace parleys with Russia to  
avoid punitive sanctions on its oil. With his trade demands 

resembling brigandage, India should call off the talks

M K BHADRAKUMAR Former diplomat

SOURAV ROY

E
IGHTY years since Hiroshima and Nagasaki in Japan 
became synonymous with the nuclear holocaust that 
killed an estimated 1.1 lakh civilians instantly, the world 
is not even trying to engage in disarmament talks. In-
stead, big powers are deploying nuclear arsenals at 

whim. Last week, Donald Trump repositioned two nuclear 
submarines around Russia after Vladimir Putin’s proxy 
Dmitry Medvedev used incendiary language in his pushback 
against intense American pressure to end the invasion of  
Ukraine. Medvedev asked Trump to remember how danger-
ous the fabled ‘Dead Hand’ can be, a reference to a semi-auto-
mated Soviet-era command system designed to launch nu-
clear missiles if  the Russian leadership is eliminated. Russia 
retaliated to the positioning of  US submarines and Nato’s 
missiles in Germany by calling off  its moratorium on deploy-
ment of  intermediate-range nuclear-capable missiles. As it is, 
the Doomsday Clock—founded in 1947 to annually warn how 
close the world is to self-destruction—moved closer than ever 
to a planet-wide catastrophe in January, 89 seconds to mid-
night. Going by the current trend, the clock could advance 
further in the next iteration.

It was rich of  Trump to lecture Medvedev on the impor-
tance of  words, saying they could lead to unintended conse-
quences, given his own history of  loose talk. Sample this: after 
the US bombarded three nuclear sites in Iran in June, degrad-
ing its ability to build a bomb at least in the short run, he in-
sensitively drew a parallel between the Iran operation and the 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki blasts—thus normalising them—
claiming both ended wars, drawing an avalanche of  protests. 
In May, when India called Pakistan’s nuclear-bluff  as part of  
Operation Sindoor to avenge the Pahalgam terror strike, 
Trump claimed credit for averting a nuclear war—annoying 
New Delhi and harming the bilateral trade talks. 

Violence in any form is reprehensible, more so when it in-
volves weapons of  mass destruction. India’s doctrine of  ‘no 
first use’ implies a massive nuclear retaliation to a first strike 
to inflict unacceptable damage on the enemy. It has served the 
country well so far. As Mahatma Gandhi said, “The atomic 
bomb has deadened the finest feeling that has sustained man-
kind for ages.” Hatred can be overcome by love and not coun-
ter-hatred, he moralised. His preaching of  non-violence is 
relevant more than ever today.
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Günter 
Grass

How do we prevent Iran developing an 
atomic bomb, when, on the American side, 
dropping atomic bombs on Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki is not recognised as a war crime?

HE Election Commission’s spe-
cial intensive revision of  elec-
toral rolls in Bihar and propos-
al to extend it to other states 
have stirred the hornet’s nest 
of  identity yet again. But iden-
tity challenges being faced by 

Indians run far deeper than the EC’s pe-
riodic revisions. For many, it’s ‘a million 
mutinies a day’ as different authorities 
periodically unleash their own dream 
projects on identifying or improvising 
on the identification of  their subjects.

Consider the nationwide systems. 
The passport system commenced in 
1920 and was revamped in 1967. In 2024, 
there were 9.3 crore valid passports. 
Electoral identification dates back to 
the first general elections of  1951-52. 
The first major attempt to issue an Elec-
toral Photo ID Card (EPIC) was initiated 
by the EC during 1993-96. In 2024, there 
were 97 crore voters with EPICs for 
many of  them. The Permanent Account 
Number was introduced by the Central 
Board of  Direct Taxes in 1972, initially 
as an option but made mandatory for 
taxpayers from 1976. The latest data 
says there are 78 crore PAN cards.

In the mid-2000s came the brilliant idea 
of  a unique ID for every resident—Aad-
haar—using biometric imprints. The 
Unique Identification Authority of  India 
was set up in 2009 and the first Aadhaar 
card issued in 2010. After a checkered tra-
jectory, the UIDAI has issued Aadhaar 
cards to about 135 crore residents.

EPIC and passports are treated as 
universal proofs of  identity, date of  
birth, and address. However, they do 
not offer universal coverage. EPIC is for 
citizens above 18 years, while passports 
cover only about 6.5 percent of  the pop-
ulation. PAN, though available to a wid-
er demography, is primarily a specific-
purpose identifier for tax and financial 
transactions, and not an address proof. 
Aadhaar, with the largest coverage, has 
become just another ID. While it is ac-
cepted for its biometric features, it is 
neither a proof  of  nationality nor of  
date of  birth. There are also about 5 
dozen other IDs accepted by various 
state-level authorities.

All these IDs suffer from duplication 
and fakery due to the incentive structures 
in our ground-level governance systems. 
Recent reports of  the CBI unearthing 8.5 
lakh ‘mule accounts’ across certain 
banks, likely the tip of  an iceberg, and the 
growing incidence of  identity theft in fi-
nancial crimes reveal deeper structural 

vulnerabilities of  the fragmented and of-
ten unreliable identity architecture.

This is mainly the result of  the un-
willingness of  the identifying authori-
ties to work together and to have a com-
mon format for the basic parameters, 
or at least a common pattern of  writing 
the name and a few basic parameters.

Take the example of  writing the name 
of  the applicant in the application forms 
of  four national-level authorities. For 
EC’s EPIC: “First name followed by mid-
dle name and surname [if  any]”. For 
MEA’s passport: “Given name [means 
first name], followed by middle name [if  

any] and surname”. For CBDT’s PAN: 
“Last name/sSurname, followed by first 
name and middle name”. And for UID-
AI, Aadhaar: “Fill in name as given in 
the document presented in support of  
the PoI, while omitting any titles, hon-
orifics, and aliases.”

As long as these national IDs operat-
ed in silos, they posed no significant 
inconvenience to the people. However, 
sizable duplications across systems
prompted a policy push to interlink 
them—PAN with Aadhaar, for example. 
Discrepancies in personal details, espe-
cially names, have led to frequent mis-

matches, making the process of  linkage 
error-prone and frustrating for individ-
uals. As the demand for formal proof  
and proof  of  that proof  intensified, the 
spelling and structure of  names in of-
ficial documents became critical.

Aadhar was a great opportunity to 
bring a structure to identification. Had 
the UIDAI and EC collaborated on a uni-
fied identification framework, many of  
today’s challenges could have been 
averted. They had the benefit of  the con-
tours of  a multi-application smart card 
propounded by a committee appointed 
by the then Planning Commission in 
2005. A working group in 2007 amplified 
the architecture of  that system. The 
proposed model envisioned a smart 
identity system akin to a multi-storeyed 
building. The ground floor would house 
the basic demographic and biometric 
information of  a resident (as in Aad-
haar), while successive floors could 
serve different functional needs—elec-
toral rolls, PDS, MNREGA—each pro-
tected by its own set of  access controls 
and verification protocols.

The home to nearly a fifth of  human-
ity cannot be governed like a city-state. 
India’s  identity challenges cannot be 
solved by proliferating plastic IDs and 
digital apps, the instruments of  a bur-
geoning identification industry. The 
identity system must be well-designed, 
structured and orderly from the outset, 
rather than procrastinating endlessly 
like a perpetual construction site.

The system can still be rebooted if  all 
authorities come on board. It should be 
accompanied by a campaign to educate 
every Indian on how to write her name, 
birth date and address in a consistent 
manner, and why it matters for their 
identity, livelihood and rights.

No, this must not be yet another ID 
issued by yet another agency operating 
in mission mode. It should be only a 
common format for the existing IDs or 
a harmonised ID. To be given to the 
youngest generations. Let the elder gen-
erations live in peace with whatever 
legally issued IDs they have.

(Views are personal)

T
UMPTEEN PROOFS, BUT NO IDENTITY

Not just in Bihar, proving identity 
is a daily challenge for lakhs 
of Indians. The proliferation of 
uncoordinated ID systems and lack 
of a common format have created 
frustration, enabled fakery and 
denied livelihoods. A Planning 
Commission effort from the 2000s 
could offer an ideal systemic remedy

C K G NAIR 
Former member, Securities  

Appellate Tribunal 

M S SAHOO
Former Chairperson, Insolvency  
and Bankruptcy Board of India
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ChennaiEditorial

T
he disaster in Uttarkashi district of Utta-
rakhand serves as a reminder of the per-
manent risk of destabilisation in the Hi-

malayas. At least four persons were killed and at
least 60 people are feared washed away after a
mass of water, debris and muck triggered by tor-
rential rain hit the Kheer Ganga river on Tuesday
afternoon. The �ood hit hotels and residential
buildings in Dharali town, situated 8,600 feet
above sea level, where video footage recorded by
residents showed giant waves of water gushing
through the area, engul�ng people and homes.
Several Indian Army personnel are also feared
dead, according to preliminary reports.

The proximate cause of the disaster is the ex-
tremely heavy rainfall from August 3 to 5, with
some parts of the district reporting nearly 30 cm
of rainfall over a single day due to the monsoon
and its active phase over North India. The fury
and the volume of the water that gushed through
the town seemed to suggest that this was a sud-
den event, prompting State o�cials to categorise
it as a ‘cloudburst’. However, this has a very spec-
i�c meaning in how the India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD), the o�cial forecaster, de�nes it.
A large volume of rain, of at least 10 centimetres
in an hour over 10 square kilometres, is what
usually quali�es as a cloudburst. The lack of
weather radars at those altitudes means that the
IMD is incapable of such a computation. There-
fore, it could very well be that continuous heavy
rain over the past 48 hours may have loosened
the soil and combined with the craggy, undulat-
ing terrain, unleashed large volumes of silt along
with copious amounts of water. Whether it was a
sudden event or the result of a gradual build-up
might seem only of academic interest, given the
loss of life, livelihood and property. The knee-
jerk categorisation as a ‘cloudburst’ allows state
authorities to claim helplessness. Once it is pro-
jected as a freak phenomenon, the event only el-
icits social media commiseration from public
authorities in the form of ‘prayers’ and ‘deep sad-
ness’ and a pre-de�ned token sum as disburse-
ment. The recent past shows that these are
anything but outliers. Climate change has in-
creased the probability of extreme rainfall events
and, therefore, the numerous infrastructure pro-
jects undertaken in the hills and the resulting de-
bris act as latent explosives that are triggered
from such rainfall. Following relief operations,
the State government must — as soon as condi-
tions are conducive — review debris and silt ac-
cumulation at critical points in the State to bu�er
the inevitable damage from climate change.

Sleeping disasters 
Governments must monitor silt

accumulation at vulnerable points  

T
he Supreme Court of India’s recent han-
dling of defamation charges against Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi marks a trou-

bling shift from established norms of free speech
and jurisprudence on constitutional protections
for political discourse. This became clear when
the Bench led by Justice Dipankar Datta, while
staying the proceedings on Mr. Gandhi’s remarks
on the Galwan clash in 2020, made problematic
oral observations. Among others, Justice Datta
said that had Mr. Gandhi been a “true Indian”, he
would not have said what he did. The Court’s
primary function is to adjudicate on questions of
law and constitutional principle rather than to
prescribe standards of national loyalty. In a de-
mocracy, surely a ‘true Indian’ is one who fear-
lessly pursues the truth and holds the govern-
ment accountable — not one who accepts o�cial
narratives without question. Mr. Gandhi’s com-
mentary, in which he questioned the govern-
ment’s border policies and drew attention to
credible reports of Chinese intrusions, also fell
well within the legitimate ambit of Opposition
politics. This critiquing does not, and must not be
seen to, undermine the nation. Such criticism is
protected by the principles of free speech and is
indispensable for a healthy public discourse. The
Court’s remarks, by implying otherwise, risk
chilling legitimate dissent and setting an inimical
precedent for future Opposition conduct.

Equally, Mr. Gandhi’s statements regarding
Chinese occupation of Indian territory and con-
frontations are not without backing in public and
governmental sources. Open-source satellite im-
agery, parliamentary discussions, and journalis-
tic reports have documented the aftermath of the
Galwan Valley clash, including new Chinese activ-
ities along the Line of Actual Control (LAC). A par-
liamentary committee report has acknowledged
the loss of access to certain patrol points in east-
ern Ladakh. Military o�cials and independent
analysts have corroborated, at various times, the
ongoing disputes and loss of patrolling rights ov-
er substantial stretches of territory, including
parts of Ladakh’s Galwan and Depsang areas. Lo-
cal residents are also unable to access grazing
lands. The loss of about 2,000 square kilometres,
cited by Mr. Gandhi, is also based on estimates by
independent defence experts studying China’s
LAC transgressions. The general thrust of Mr.
Gandhi’s remarks — i.e., China has altered the sta-
tus quo to India’s disadvantage and that the go-
vernment’s public statements have not always
aligned with ground realities — is supported by
public evidence. Thus, the Court must resist the
temptation to o�er moral or patriotic judgments
and instead direct its considerable energies to the
rigorous and impartial adjudication of legal ques-
tions. Only by adhering to this principle can the
Court reinforce its legitimacy and protect the te-
nets of free and open public debate.

Judicial overreach  
The Supreme Court’s remarks on Rahul

Gandhi threaten democratic dissent 

T
he exodus of over 300 Chinese
engineers from Foxconn’s pivotal
iPhone 17 manufacturing facilities in
Tamil Nadu and Karnataka — a recent

move ostensibly executed under corporate
directive — is far more than an administrative
recalibration. It is a meticulously calibrated
stratagem, designed to arrest India’s burgeoning
manufacturing ambitions and to perpetuate a
“unipolar Asia” under Beijing’s overarching
economic hegemony.

A geo-economic move
This calculated withdrawal is not simply a
logistical reshu�ing. It is a subtle, yet potent,
geo-economic manoeuvre by a rival apprehensive
of a rising India. The recall of these highly
specialised technicians, possessed of invaluable
expertise in establishing sophisticated production
lines, optimising operational e�ciencies, and
troubleshooting the labyrinthine complexities of
modern manufacturing, represents a deliberate
impediment to the crucial transfer of technology.
Such knowledge is the bedrock upon which India
seeks to construct its edi�ce of advanced
electronics manufacturing, and its withholding
strikes at the very heart of India’s aspirational
ascent.

In addition, China has leveraged its dominance
in rare earth production and processing by
restricting exports of rare earths (which include
elements such as gallium, germanium, graphite),
and rare earth magnets, which are crucial for
electric vehicles and electronics, to India. China
has also imposed curbs on the export of other
critical minerals that are vital for various
high-tech industries. There have also been
informal trade restrictions on the export of
capital equipment from China to India, including
high-end manufacturing equipment for
electronics assembly and other sectors,
heavy-duty boring machines and solar
equipment, severely impacting India’s ability to
set up and expand its own manufacturing
facilities.

The broader implication of these actions,
particularly the recall of engineers and
restrictions on specialised equipment, is a
deliberate attempt to limit the transfer of
advanced manufacturing technology and
know-how to India. This aims to keep India
dependent on Chinese inputs and prevent it from
developing a truly self-reliant high-value
manufacturing base. Crucially, many of these
restrictions are not formalised bans but are
implemented through verbal instructions and
administrative delays. This makes them harder to
directly challenge but equally e�ective in
disrupting supply chains, increasing costs, and
creating uncertainty for Indian manufacturers.

In essence, China’s strategy is multi-pronged,
leveraging its control over crucial raw materials,
manufacturing equipment, and even human
capital to impede India’s manufacturing ascent,
especially in the high-stakes electronics and
emerging technology sectors. These actions,
when viewed through the prism of Beijing’s
anxieties concerning India’s emergence as a
potentially formidable manufacturing competitor

in an era of “friend-shoring” by the West, align
perfectly with its broader strategic calculus.
China’s economic success is increasingly
predicated upon maintaining robust export
revenues. 

Consequently, any nation daring to challenge
its pre-eminence in global manufacturing,
particularly in high-value sectors such as
electronics, is inevitably perceived not merely as
a competitor but also as an existential threat. The
withdrawal of these engineers, therefore,
constitutes a potent stratagem to disrupt India’s
trajectory and safeguard China’s long-entrenched
export market share and economic primacy in
the region and beyond. India’s ambition to
transform itself into a globally competitive
manufacturing hub is seen in Beijing as a direct
challenge to China’s long-term stability.

The reality in China
Consider the demographic exigencies currently
confronting China: an ageing and progressively
shrinking populace, an unfortunate legacy of the
protracted one-child policy, coupled with a
palpable erosion of wealth occasioned by an
enduring property crisis — even as local satraps
exceed production targets in their zeal to impress
Beijing. This widening structural imbalance
between an excessive production capacity and
faltering domestic consumption increasingly
compels China to lean heavily on export revenues
to underwrite its �scal outlays and maintain a
semblance of economic progress. As its social
welfare and pension liabilities burgeon
exponentially, the Chinese government �nds itself
under mounting �scal duress. Any reduction of
export revenues would directly impinge upon
Beijing’s capacity to fund critical domains such as
domestic security and military expenditure,
potentially precipitating an undesirable degree of
social instability.

China’s formidable trade surplus, now on the
cusp of a trillion dollars, is not solely a testament
to its industrial prowess but also a stark
manifestation of weak internal consumption and
persistent industrial overcapacity. The People’s
Bank of China’s repeated interest rate reductions
on savings accounts have largely failed to ignite
internal demand. This chronic overcapacity,
therefore, constrains Chinese enterprises to
aggressively depress prices and inundate
international markets in a desperate bid to
remain solvent — a strategy that has, perhaps
ironically, severely eroded pro�tability across a
plethora of sectors. As a result, China’s
determined endeavours to stymie competition
are not merely a re�ection of simple geopolitical
rivalry. Rather, they are an undeniable re�ection
of profound domestic compulsions. Should India,
by dint of astute policy and diligent execution,
succeed in getting its house in order and
convincingly demonstrate the potential to
compete comprehensively in the global
manufacturing landscape, Beijing is highly likely
to escalate its countermeasures. These could
range from the insidious pressures of economic
coercion to outright military posturing, all in a
relentless quest to safeguard its core economic
interests and, by extension, its internal stability.

However, the news of the U.S. raising India’s
tari�s to 50%, even while China enjoys a 90-day
exemption from punitive tari�s despite buying
more Russian oil and gas than India does, makes
India less of a threat to China. While India has
been seen as a key partner in western e�orts to
diversify supply chains away from China, the
imposition of the new U.S. tari�s serves as a
reminder that all alignments carry their own
fragilities, and underscores the need for India to
build true strategic autonomy. The Indian Prime
Minister’s forthcoming visit to Beijing comes
against this complex backdrop.

An appraisal of India’s strengths, shadows
China’s industrial pre-eminence is not fortuitous
or trivial; it is a systemic dominance that spans
critical and emerging sectors, from the esoteric
realms of Arti�cial Intelligence and quantum
computing to the cutting-edge frontiers of 6G
telecommunications and electric vehicles. We
need to understand that China does not merely
export goods; it orchestrates and largely controls
global supply chains in these advanced
technologies. Even its overcapacity, otherwise a
sign of economic in�rmity, is being deftly
weaponised as a strategic instrument for price
suppression and audacious market capture. The
aggressive pricing strategies employed by
behemoths such as BYD in the electric vehicle
segment are a quintessential illustration: by
�ooding global markets with irresistibly priced
goods, China e�ectively sti�es nascent
competition and inexorably solidi�es its global
market share. This is economic statecraft in
action.

In stark contrast, India’s manufacturing
ecosystem, despite its vibrant aspirations,
remains undeniably nascent. The cherished
dream of transforming into a global
“manufacturing hub” frequently founders upon a
litany of formidable hurdles, including persistent
infrastructure lacunae and the pervasive sclerosis
of bureaucratic red tape. We remain regrettably
reliant on imports for a pantheon of crucial
components — ranging from sophisticated chips
and engines to semiconductors and sensors —
even for the foundational “screwdriver
technology” indispensable for basic assembly.
This profound reliance on external sources
underscores the considerable ground India must
traverse to genuinely metamorphose into a
self-su�cient manufacturing powerhouse. “Make
in India” still needs help from outside India.

From Beijing’s vantage point, China has
nothing to worry about yet; its actions against
India are an e�ort to neutralise potential “noise”
within its immediate periphery while it
assiduously scales up its economic and political
corridors with key strategic partners across the
sprawling geographies of Pakistan,the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), Africa, and
Latin America. India’s narrative of o�ering an
alternative to the Chinese behemoth falters on
our own dependence. If India genuinely harbours
the ambition to “compete” on the global stage, it
needs a laser-like focus on its own foundational
development. That is what China’s behaviour has
taught India: The onus is on us Indians.

Decoding China — the lessons for a vulnerable India 
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T
he Bombay High Court’s exoneration of all
those convicted in the Mumbai train blast
case of July 2006, has come as a rude

shock for the families of the 189 people killed and
around 800 people who were injured. The High
Court has ripped apart the investigation, calling
witnesses untrustworthy, deeming confessions
gained as under duress, terming identi�cation
parades faulty and citing forensic evidence
custody as not foolproof. It is a shocker because it
was based on the same evidence that the trial
court, in 2015, sentenced �ve of the accused to
death and seven to life imprisonment.

A long wait, lapses
Who will answer for the inordinately long
incarceration of the accused since 2006? The
police, the prosecution, lawyers or the courts? Or
all of them, that is the criminal justice system? It
takes years for trials in courts. One of the defence
lawyers said that the charge sheet �led by the
Anti-Terrorist Squad (ATS) had 20,000 pages,
while much lesser numbers would su�ce. It is
like schoolchildren taking their examinations and
�lling pages with answers, hoping to impress the
teacher with volume rather than quality. But the
nine years taken by the Special Court and 10
years by the High Court for their decisions make
the waiting period so agonising to the point of
being meaningless for the accused. Nineteen
years is a lifetime and almost like a sentence
itself.

Admitted there is tremendous pressure on
investigating teams and the police chief in a
terrorist or any high-pro�le case. The
government gets unsettled with the Opposition’s
relentless attacks and demand to arrest the
accused within minutes. It impacts investigation
severely, pushing investigating o�cers into a
corner, taking hasty decisions and bypassing
protocol and procedures.

But some of the issues referred to by the High

Court raise concerns. Despite two confessions
taken by two di�erent deputy commissioners of
police, they appear to be not similar but actually
the same, with even the ellipsis matching. The
witnesses became untrustworthy because, on
cross-examination, they did not remain true to
their original statements. Guess no one can after
a lapse of so many years. It was surprising that
the drawer of the sketches of the accused was not
called as a witness.

The test identi�cation parade became suspect
because the special executive o�cer who
conducted it was not authorised to do so.
Strange, because the magistrate who conducted it
should have known whether he was the right
person to undertake the TIP.

The investigation, however, is truly �awed if
the forensic evidence purity and chain of custody
cannot be vouched for faithfully. It is troubling to
hear that even in such critical cases there could
be lapses on this count.

The use of RTI �lings
Perhaps the biggest message from this trial is how
the Right to Information (RTI) Act, known as the
sunshine legislation, enacted 20 years ago, has
stood the test of time, bringing transparency and
accountability in government functioning.
Hundreds of RTIs were �led by the accused and
the defence lawyers to elicit information from the
police, hospitals, and the Mahanagar Telephone
Nigam Limited to build up their case and
cross-examine the prosecution witnesses and
prove them wrong on various counts. In one
instance, it was the name of a non-existent
person in a hospital, named by the prosecution
witness or the shift in which one person was
working was proven wrong. It is the noblest use
of RTI, perhaps, if it is used to defend oneself.
This is a fundamental aspect of free trial and
constitution under Article 20(3).

Perhaps most embarrassing for the Mumbai

police would have been the discovery of an
Indian Mujahideen (IM) module, busted by the
crime branch Mumbai in 2008, which accepted
its role in the series of blasts in Ahmedabad, Delhi
and Jaipur between 2005 to 2008. The gang led
by Sadiq Israr Sheikh also claimed responsibility
for the series of blasts in suburban trains on that
day in Mumbai at around 6.30 p.m. The charge
sheet in the July 11, 2006 Mumbai train blast case
had already been �led by then, and the
Anti-Terrorist Squad (ATS) had announced it as
the handiwork of the Students Islamic Movement
of India (SIMI).

In fact, in 2008, the top man of SIMI, Safdar
Nagori, general secretary, was arrested along with
his associates in March 2008 in Indore, Madhya
Pradesh, and was awarded life term in 2017. But
how does this make any sense to the families of
the victims of 7/11 or to a common man? How
does it matter whether the police, the
prosecution or the criminal justice system failed
him? What matters is that 19 years later, he has no
closure. For the accused who were incarcerated
for 19 years, it is already a sentence served
without proven guilty. They seek justice too.

Reform must begin
There are too many questions unanswered. The
only way to answer them is to put the criminal
justice system on track on a war footing.
Formatting a new criminal law by changing a few
old laws here and there is not enough. Every
element of the criminal justice system should be
reformed. Nineteen years for a decision is
meaningless because the punishment has already
been given. A prosecution overlooking basic
issues is meaningless and an investigation
overlooking the simplest of things is not worth it.
Reform of the police, the judiciary, the
prosecution and prisons cannot wait — we are
sitting on a time bomb of people’s expectations
and frustrations, which may explode anytime.

Mumbai train blasts, an exoneration, the questions 
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Trump and tari�s

U.S. President Donald
Trump appears to be
punishing India for obtuse
reasons. India, a democratic
ally, has tari�s slapped on it
while the West’s trade with

India will bounce back.

V.R. Ganesan,
Chennai

The way America is trying to
pressure and crush India is
most unjustified which is
made worse with the WTO
watching silently. One
hopes that this is a
temporary setback and that

forward, global energy
discussions must move
towards cooperation and
transparency, especially
during uncertain times.
Ardra Mani,
Pathanamthitta, Kerala

long-term interests.
Vaibhav Kochar,

Rajpura, Punjab

The fact is that this is an
issue about India’s right to
energy security. Going

Russia continues quietly in
the shadows. India has to
consider seeking partners
who show mutual respect.
Ultimately, India should
stop seeking validation and
find ways now to protect its
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STATE OF PLAY

T
he Telugu Desam Par-
ty-led NDA govern-
ment in Andhra Pra-

desh is revisiting the
education sector reforms in-
troduced by its predecessor
and is making changes whe-
rever deemed necessary. Mi-
nister for Human Resources
Development Nara Lokesh has
stated that policies yielding
positive outcomes will be re-
tained, while those that failed
to deliver tangible results will
be rolled back. The task being
both critical and challenging,
the Minister is taking an objec-
tive and balanced view of the
educational landscape, recog-
nising that the well-being and
future of students must re-
main at the heart of the new
initiatives.

O�cials in the education
department are assessing
what has worked, what needs
improvement, and how best
to move forward without caus-
ing inconvenience to stakehol-
ders. The task at hand is to ca-
ter to the needs of 58,535
schools, 68,15,925 students,
and 3,13,112 teachers across
the State. Of these, 44,285 are
government schools with
33,37,762 students and
1,84,898 teachers; 789 are aid-
ed schools with 87,612 stu-
dents and 3,259 teachers;
13,461 private schools with
33,90,551 students and
1,24,955 teachers.

According to Mr. Lokesh,
the TDP government inherited
an education system in a state
of paralysis, lacking essential
frameworks and operational
e�ciency — a charge refuted
by the YSR Congress Party,
which has accused him of
“systematically weakening the
education sector in the State.”

The data show that the
State has 12,512 single-teacher
schools, 5,312 government
schools with single-digit enrol-
ment, and 14,052 State-run
schools with 20 or fewer stu-
dents. The overall enrolment
in government schools de-
clined by 10,49,596 students
between 2022 and 2024. 

With declining learning
outcomes, the government
faces the formidable challenge
of reversing the trend to se-
cure children’s futures. A re-
cent survey suggested that
84.3% of Class III students
could not read a Class-II level
text, 62.5 % of Class V students
struggled with basic reading,
47% of Class VIII students still
could not read Class II level
text, 59.1 % of Class III stu-
dents could not perform basic
subtraction, 54.8 % of Class VI-
II students could not perform
division and only 12.9% and of
Class III students could solve
basic division problems.

One of the most controver-
sial decisions of the previous
YSRCP government was GO
117, which reorganised schools
and reapportioned teaching
sta�. The order divided
schools into six categories and
mandated the merger and de-
merger of classes. The frag-
mentation of schools led to
the number of schools having
fewer than 10 students rising
from 1,215 in 2021-22 to 5,312
in 2024-25, and schools with
fewer than or equal to 20 stu-
dents increasing from 5,520 to
14,052 during the same pe-

riod, indicating a severe de-
cline in student enrolment.

To curb the ill e�ects of GO
117, the NDA government in-
troduced GO 21, which revises
the restructuring model by
creating nine categories of
schools. However, this faced
trouble, with teacher unions
raising serious concerns over
its “negative impact on the pu-
blic education system”. GO 21
is part of the transformative
journey called Learning Excel-
lence in Andhra Pradesh,
which aims to improve access,
learning outcomes, and fu-
ture-ready skills. 

The recently concluded
‘Mega’ DSC (District Selection
Committee) exam, conducted
to recruit 16,347 teachers in
government schools after a
gap of seven years, enhanced
the government’s image. Oth-
er welcomed steps include the
introduction of academic star
ratings to assess both student
and teacher performance, tar-
geted e�orts to boost school
enrolment in rural and tribal
areas, and the consolidation
of multiple teacher apps into a
single platform.

In intermediate education,
curriculum and textbook revi-
sions for �rst-year students
are being implemented from
the current academic year,
aligning with the syllabus with
national competitive stan-
dards. The revisions would be
introduced for second-year
students from the academic
year 2026-27. 

The reach of the changes
being made is very vast, and
resistance to change is natural
in large systems, especially
when previous reforms are
still being digested. The go-
vernment should remain
watchful of implementation
gaps that often emerge. Due
diligence is key to ensuring
that the quality of learning im-
proves without sacri�cing sta-
bility.

Rewriting the rules of school in A.P.
TDP government reworks school reforms, aiming for better access 
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Kuala Lumpur, August 6: Five terrorists who
held 52 hostages in the U.S. Consulate for two
days boarded a plane at Kuala Lumpur airport
to-day and o�cials said they would leave for
Libya at 8 a.m. local time (6 a.m. IST)
to-morrow.

The �ve still held 15 of their hostages aboard
the plane, including the U.S. Consul, Mr. R.
Stebbins and the Swedish Charge d’ A�aires Mr.
Bergenstrahle.

O�cials said they were to be released in
exchange for two Malaysian and two Japanese
Government o�cials who would accompany the
terrorists to Libya as substitute hostages.

The two Malaysians were named as Mr. Ramli
Omar, Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry
of Communications and Mr. Osman Cassim,
Secretary-General of the Home Ministry.

According to American o�cials here, the
Libyan Government had agreed to accept the
guerillas.

Meanwhile, the �ve Japanese radicals who
were released from Japanese prisons and �own
to Kuala Lumpur as demanded by the terrorists,
were waiting in an airport building to board the
plane for the �ight. After exhausting
negotiations, the gunmen agreed this morning
to leave the American International Assurance
building which houses the U.S. and other
embassies in downtown Kuala Lumpur and join
their �ve comrades at the airport. Masked,
wearing gloves and carrying automatic revolvers
and hand grenades, they marched their 15
hostages along with them and made the 22 km
drive to the airport in a large bus.

FIFTY YEARS AGO AUGUST 7, 1975

Hitch delays �ight of plane
with Gunmen

F R O M T H E A R C H I V E S

The Anglo-French Textile Mill Co. Ltd., which
suspended operations on the 11th of July and the
Pondicherry cotton mills which closed its doors
on the 1st of July still continue to remain closed.
As per notice put up at the gates of the
Anglo-French Textile Mills the labourers were
paid their fortnightly wages at the rate of Rs. 10
per month. Whether the authorities will
continue to do the same after the 11th instant or
not remains yet to be seen.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO AUGUST 7, 1925

Spinning and weaving mills
still remain closed

T
he case of the Malayali
nurse Nimisha Priya in
Yemen has spotlighted
the legal and moral

complexities of retributive justice
in Muslim countries. Nimisha has
been in prison since 2017 for the
murder of her business associate,
Talal Abdo Mahdi. While the
Houthi Supreme Political Council
dismissed her appeal in November
2023, the appeal court left open a
path to clemency through the
payment of blood money (diyah)
to the victim’s family, as provided
for under Shariah law.

The concept of diyah �nds
mention in verse 4:92 of the
Quran, which states that in cases
when a believer kills another
believer by mistake (khata’an),
then, as compensation, the killer
must free a believing slave, and
also pay blood-money (diyah) to
the family of the slain. The Quran
also talks about legal retribution
(qisaas) for murder and violent
assault as a life-preserving
deterrent (lakum �l qisaasi
hayaatun) to curb criminal
behaviour. (2:178-179 & 194, 5:45)

Restorative approach
It is essential to recognise that
many of the Quranic injunctions
concerning homicide and bodily
harm were not retributive — they
were fundamentally restorative.

Legal retribution (lex talionis)
and compensation for murder and
bodily harm had existed centuries
before the advent of Islam. The
Book of Exodus in the Hebrew
Bible upheld capital punishment
for intentional murder, exile for
unintentional homicide, and
either �nancial compensation or
retaliatory injury for physical
harm (Exodus 21:12-36).

Similar provisions are found in
even earlier laws, such as the
Sumerian and Babylonian codes.
In Law Collections from
Mesopotamia and Asia Minor,
Martha Roth cites an edict from
the Hittite Kingdom (1650–1180
BCE), which stipulates that in
cases of murder, the decision
regarding the o�ender’s fate
rested solely with the victim’s heir.

The Quran made a reformative
switch from this sort of retributive
punishment to restorative justice,
inviting all those impacted by an
o�ence to jointly determine how
best to address its consequences
and shape future relations. In
2:178, it asked the legal heirs of the
victim to pardon (faman u�ya
lahu) the killer, even while
instructing the killer to o�er fair
compensation to the family out of
sincere gratitude.

The same message is repeated
in 5:45 with a compassionate
appeal to the victim’s family: “If
anyone remits the retaliation by
way of generosity, it would be an
act of atonement (ka�aara) for
him.”

What is remarkable about this
exhortation is its paradigm shift
from retribution to the spiritual
healing of the aggrieved party. It
introduces a mechanism that not
only fosters genuine remorse in
the o�ender but also promotes
social harmony and quiet dignity
among all parties involved.

This is in keeping with the
Quran’s moral dictum (in 64:14)
that God is forgiving and merciful
to those who “pardon, overlook
and forgive” (in ta’fu wa tasfahu
was tagh�ru). The prophet echoed
this in a hadith found in Abu
Dawud, encouraging Muslims to
practice mercy on ‘earth’ so that
mercy may be shown to them
from ‘the heavens’.

Implications for Nimisha
It may be noted that the Quran’s
appeal to give up retaliation
pertains to intentional murder. 

For non-premeditated killing
without malice aforethought (qatl
khata’), the Quran prescribes only
blood money, not a retaliatory
death penalty, as stated in 4:92
above.

This carries serious
implications for Nimisha. If, as
reported, she did not sedate
Mahdi with the intent to kill him —
and this can be proven — then,
under the Quranic injunctions in
4:92, his family would not have
the right to demand the death
penalty.

Media reports suggest that
Nimisha administered the sedative
only to retrieve her passport,
which Mahdi had allegedly
con�scated unlawfully, and that
his death was the result of an
accidental overdose. Besides, if
Mahdi had previously served time
for criminal o�ences, as alleged,
the claim of his complete
innocence is open to challenge.

Therefore, for justice to be
served in Nimisha’s case, the
Quranic law must prevail.
However, what reigns in most
Muslim societies in its name is
sectarian jurisprudence, which
views Islam not as a moral order in
which justice and rational logic are
intrinsic, but a dogmatic ‘religion’
de�ned and dominated by male
authority.

This internal subversion
coincided with the rise of
post-Prophetic schools of religious
thought during the height of
Muslim imperial expansion, when
a convenient alliance developed
between theologians and the
ruling elite: rulers sought religious
legitimacy for their authoritarian
regimes, while theologians wanted
the latitude to impose patriarchal
structures.

It was the consolidation of this
power dynamic that brought
about Islam’s shift from Quranic
deen — a rational, justice-oriented
ethical framework — to mazhab - a
rigid, clerically dominated
theology. Consequently, Islam
ceased to be what is plainly stated
in the Arabic text of the Quran and
the Prophetic understanding of it.

This structural transformation
remains one of the most
signi�cant and unresolved crises
in Muslim history, reshaping the
course of Islamic thought.
Nowhere is this more evident than
in criminal law, which often paints
Islam as a harsh faith.

If Muslim theologians truly
believe in the Quran’s opening
statement that the Islamic god is
“most Gracious” (Al-Rahman) and
“most Merciful” (Al-Raheem), then
they must allow the merciful deen
of Islam to prevail over their rigid
juristic schools.

Quranic justice is restorative, not retributive

A. Faizur Rahman

Secretary-General of

the Chennai-based

Islamic Forum for

the Promotion of

Moderate Thought

It is essential to
recognise that
many of the
Quranic
injunctions
concerning
homicide and
bodily harm
were not
retributive —
they were
fundamentally
restorative

A
n analysis of Bihar’s draft
electoral rolls released on
August 1, prepared after

the completion of the special in-
tensive revision (SIR) exercise,
shows that more women than men
have been deleted from the rolls. 

A total of 3.82 crore male elec-
tors are part of the latest electoral
rolls — about 25 lakh male electors
fewer than the rolls prepared in Ja-
nuary this year. A total of 3.41
crore female electors are part of
the latest electoral rolls — about 31
lakh female electors fewer than
the rolls prepared in January.
Chart 1 shows the gender-wise
number of electors in the January
and August rolls. 

In fact, in 37 out of Bihar’s 38
districts, more women electors
have been deleted from the rolls
than men. In Gopalganj, the num-
ber of women electors fell from ov-
er 10 lakh in January to about 8.21
lakh in August — a 17.8% decline. In
comparison, male electors in Go-
palganj declined from over 10.37
lakh to 9.23 lakh — a drop of 11%.
This means that deletions among
women were 6.8 percentage
points more than those among
men (17.8% minus 11%) in the Go-
palganj rolls. This was the highest
among all districts. Map 2 depicts
the district-wise gender-gap in de-
letion rates.

The gender-divide in deletions
raises many concerning questions.
According to the Election Commis-
sion, the electors who are not part
of the August list have either died,
or are registered in multiple loca-
tions, or have permanently migrat-
ed out of Bihar, or are untraceable. 

Death rates between men and
women are generally similar.
Chart 3 shows male and female
death rates in Bihar over the past
�ve years. Except during the pan-
demic — when male death rates

brie�y spiked above those for wo-
men — the trend has largely re-
mained nearly equal. The number
of deletions due to duplicate en-
tries or untraceable addresses is
likely to be relatively smaller.

This leaves one other major fac-
tor: out-migration from Bihar.
Both anecdotal evidence and data
suggest that when it comes to mi-
grating out, men vastly outnumber
women. Chart 4 shows that, in
2020-21, for every 100 male mi-
grants in India, 31.4 had migrated
from another State and 65.6 within
the same State. In contrast, among
100 female migrants, only 7.2 had
migrated from another State,
while 92.6 moved within their
home State. This pattern holds
true for Bihar as well and perhaps
it is even more stark for men from
the State.

If men outnumber women in
out-migration by this huge a mar-
gin, then why did more women get
deleted than men in the post-SIR
rolls? Given that deaths, the other
major factor, cannot explain such
a variance. A plausible explanation
is a gender gap in the submission
of enumeration forms during the
SIR exercise. As of 2019–21, only
55% of women in Bihar were esti-
mated to be literate — the lowest fe-
male literacy rate in the country —
compared to over 76% among
men. Could such low literacy le-
vels have hindered women from
properly �lling out and submitting
the forms? 

In yesterday’s Data Point, we
found that more deletions oc-
curred in districts where more wo-
men than men turned out to vote
in absolute numbers, even though
there were more registered male
electors. We had suggested that
these districts had higher out-mi-
gration of men. But deletions have
been more among women. This
suggests that the method of self-
enumeration could have a�ected
women, among whom there is a
lower literacy rate, leading to their
higher deletion rates. 

More analysis of the SIR exer-
cise will follow in these columns. 

More women than men deleted from Bihar’s electoral rolls
It is concerning that more women have been deleted from the rolls, given that men out-migrate more from the State

Sambavi Parthasarathy
Srinivasan Ramani
Vignesh Radhakrishnan
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Public buildings made
accessible by Sugamya
Bharat Abhiyan

1,835
In a written reply

to the Rajya

Sabha, the

Minister of State for Social Justice and

Empowerment B.L.Verma said ₹564.5 crore

had been released to States and Union

territories for retrofitting government

buildings to make them accessible. PTI

NEWS IN NUMBERS

Amount cleared by
Italy for world’s longest
suspension bridge

13.5
In billion euros. The

Messina Bridge will link

Sicily Island to mainland

Italy, aiming to boost jobs and trade in the

south. The government says the bridge

includes features to withstand strong

winds and seismic activity in a tectonically

active region. AFP

The economic toll of
natural disasters in the
�rst half of this year

135
In $ billion. Wildfires near

Los Angeles accounted for

$40 billion in insured

losses, followed by $31 billion from severe

thunderstorms. A deadly earthquake in

Myanmar and other disasters added to the

toll. Insured losses alone hit $80 billion

which is double the 10-year average. AFP

Armed Naxals who
surrendered in
Chhattisgarh

9
All of them surrendered in the

Bijapur district, citing

disillusionment with Maoist

ideology. Six out of the nine Naxalites had

a collective bounty of ₹24 lakh. They were

influenced by the government’s ‘Niyad

Nellanar’ surrender policy. Each has

received ₹50,000 in assistance. PTI

Additional CISF
personnel sanctioned
for Secretariat security

735
In fresh deployment, the

Ministry of Home Affairs

has cleared more than

700 additional CISF personnel to guard the

upcoming Common Central Secretariat

(CCS) buildings in Delhi. The force’s CGBS

wing will secure all 10 buildings. PTI

COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

The story so far:

W
ith the Indian carbon
market set to be launched
in 2026, CO2 removal
technologies such as

biochar are expected to play a crucial
role. Biochar is a type of charcoal rich in
carbon and is produced from agricultural
residue and organic municipal solid
waste. It o�ers a sustainable alternative to
manage waste and capture carbon.
However, to truly serve as a scalable
pathway for negative emissions across
sectors, biochar requires participation
and support from multiple stakeholders.

What is biochar’s potential?
India generates over 600 million metric
tonnes of agricultural residue and over 60
million tonnes of municipal solid waste
every year. A signi�cant portion of both is
burnt openly or dumped in land�lls,
leading to air pollution from particulate
matter and greenhouse gases such as
methane, nitrous oxide, and CO2.

By using 30% to 50% of surplus waste,
India can produce 15-26 million tonnes of
biochar and remove 0.1 gigatonnes of
CO2-equivalent annually. Byproducts of
biochar production, such as syngas
(20-30 million tonnes) and bio-oil (24-40
million tonnes), can generate additional
electricity and fuels. Theoretically,
utilising syngas could generate around
8-13 TWh of power, equivalent to 0.5-0.7%
of India’s annual electricity generation,
replacing 0.4-0.7 million tonnes of coal
per year. Bio-oil can likewise potentially
o�set 12-19 million tonnes (or 8%) of diesel
or kerosene production annually, leading
to lower crude oil imports and reducing
more than 2% of India’s total
fossil-fuel-based emissions.

How can biochar be a carbon sink?
Biochar can hold carbon in the soil for

100-1,000 years due to its strong and
stable characteristics, making it an
e�ective long-term carbon sink. Its
application across di�erent sectors
provides scalable opportunities for
reducing emissions.

In agriculture, applying biochar can
improve water retention, particularly in
semi-dry and nutrient-depleted soils.
This, in turn, can abate nitrous oxide
emissions by 30-50%. Notably, nitrous
oxide is a greenhouse gas with 273-times
the warming potential of CO2, making its
mitigation a crucial bene�t of biochar.

Biochar can also enhance soil organic
carbon, helping restore degraded soils.

In carbon capture applications,
modi�ed biochar can adsorb CO2 from
industrial exhaust gases. However, its
carbon removal e�ciency is currently
lower than that of conventional methods. 

In the construction sector, biochar can
be explored as a low-carbon alternative to

building materials. Adding 2-5% of
biochar to concrete can improve
mechanical strength, increase heat
resistance by 20%, and capture 115 kg of
CO2 per cubic metre, making building
materials a stable carbon sink.

In wastewater treatment, biochar
o�ers a low-cost and e�ective option to
reduce pollution. India generates more
than 70 billion litres of wastewater every
day, of which 72% is left untreated. A
kilogram of biochar, along with other
substances, can treat 200-500 litres of
wastewater, implying a biochar demand
potential of 2.5-6.3 million tonnes.

What hinders biochar’s application?
Despite its theoretically substantial
potential to capture carbon, biochar
remains underrepresented in carbon
credit systems due to the absence of
standardised feedstock markets and
consistent carbon accounting methods,

which undermine investor con�dence.
While research con�rms biochar’s

technical feasibility for applications
across sectors, deployments are hindered
by barriers such as limited resources,
evolving technologies, market
uncertainties, and insu�cient policy
support. Viable business models are yet to
emerge for large-scale adoption. Market
development is further constrained by
limited awareness among stakeholders,
weak ‘monitoring, reporting, veri�cation’
frameworks, and a lack of coordination
across areas such as agriculture, energy,
and climate policy. 

To enable large-scale adoption,
sustained support for R&D is essential to
create region-speci�c feedstock standards
and to optimise biomass utilisation rates
based on agro-climatic zones and crop
types. Further, biochar should be
systematically integrated into existing and
upcoming frameworks, including crop
residue management schemes, bioenergy
initiatives in both urban and rural
contexts, and state-level climate strategies
under the State Action Plans on Climate
Change. Recognising biochar as a
veri�able carbon removal pathway within
the Indian carbon market will generate
additional income for investors and
farmers through carbon credits.
Deploying biochar production equipment
at the village level has the potential to
create approximately 5.2 lakh rural jobs,
linking climate action with inclusive
economic development. The additional
bene�ts of biochar, such as better soil
health, lower fertilizer requirement (by
10-20%), and higher crop yield (by
10-25%), should be systematically
integrated into policy and market
frameworks to fully realise its potential.

In sum, although biochar is not a silver
bullet, it o�ers a science-backed
multisectoral pathway for India to achieve
its climate and development goals.

Harishankar Kopperi is a senior
associate and Suresh N.S. is a senior
research scientist in the Strategic Initiatives
group at Center for Study of Science
Technology and Policy.

What is the potential of biochar?
What are the byproducts of biochar production and how can they generate additional electricity and fuels? How can biochar help the construction sector? Why

does biochar remain underrepresented in carbon credit systems? How should one enable large-scale adoption of biochar?

Removing emissions: A biochar pit and graded sticks. GETTY IMAGES

Harishankar Kopperi 
Suresh N.S.

EXPLAINER THE GIST

�

By using 30% to 50% of surplus
waste, India can produce 15-26
million tonnes of biochar and
remove 0.1 gigatonnes of
CO2-equivalent annually.

�

Biochar can hold carbon in the
soil for 100-1,000 years due to
its strong and stable
characteristics, making it an
e�ective long-term carbon
sink. 

�

While research confirms
biochar’s technical feasibility
for applications across sectors,
deployments are hindered by
barriers such as limited
resources, evolving
technologies, market
uncertainties, and insu�icient
policy support.

The story so far:

O
n July 26, Taiwanese citizens
voted to recall 24 Kuomintang
(KMT) opposition party
lawmakers from parliament

(Legislative Yuan), but in round one, all
24 members managed to retain their seats
with people in their districts voting
against their removal. The second round
is slated for late August. The Great Recall
vote, supported by the Bluebird
Movement and the ruling Democratic
Progressive Party (DPP), accused KMT of
being in cahoots with China and of
threatening national security.

When did the movement begin?
The movement started in 2024, as local
protesters accused the opposition of
blocking DPP bills and pushing
controversial laws later declared
unconstitutional. The movement failed to

garner 25% support to recall opposition
lawmakers in each district; DPP needed
six KMT seats recalled to gain a legislative
majority. Additionally, the second recall
voting against seven seats of the KMT
lawmakers will be conducted later this
month. The DPP is pressured to get all
seats in the upcoming recall vote. KMT,
after its survival, is calling for a reshu�e
of the cabinet.

What is the removal vote about? 
The Taiwan Public O�cials Election and
Recall Act is a rarely used constitutional
instrument, permitting citizens to remove
elected o�cials. The act has three stages
of checks to successfully remove an o�ce
holder. The �rst step requires a petition
signed by at least 1% of the electorate, the
second stage needs 10% support from the
electorate, and in the �nal stage, 25% of
the district’s eligible voters need to
support the recall. After the Bluebird
Movement, the DPP petitioned against

KMT legislative lawmakers, accusing them
of undermining national security by
deferring to the Communist Party of
China, and for passing bills without
following procedural mandates. All 24
KMT lawmakers retained o�ce by getting
a majority of votes against their recall in
their respective districts.

Why was the recall petition pushed?
The recall is a consequence of a divided
government in Taiwan, with two di�erent
political parties leading the executive and
legislative branches of government. The
structural imbalance in the composition
of parliament made the ruling party
obsolete in ful�lling its legislative duties.
Taiwan follows the unicameral system
with 113 seats in its Legislative Yuan. DPP
under former President Tsai Ing-wen
enjoyed a majority in both the executive
and legislative branches. This changed in
the 2024 elections. The DPP’s presidential
candidate William Lai Ching-te won with

40.1% vote. But DPP lost its legislative
majority with 51 seats against KMT’s 52
seats and its ally Taiwan People’s Party’s
(TPP) 8 seats, bringing the opposition’s
total to 60. With this legislative majority,
the opposition party blocked crucial bills
proposed by the DPP. What ignited the
civic movement was the hasty approval of
controversial bills by the opposition.

The KMT introduced several bills and
amendments that undermined the
judicial and executive branches’ power,
while awarding extrajudicial powers to
the legislature. The proposed legislative
reform bills ignored parliamentary
deliberation and directly sent the bill to
the plenary session to be passed. The
Bluebird Movement, named after the
street where the protest happened, was
ignited by the egregious violation of the
constitution. In May 2024, 1,00,000
protesters took to the streets of Taiwan
calling against the violation of the law by
the opposition.

Has it further polarised Taiwan?
The progressive recall vote, which
empowered citizens to hold legislators
accountable, has back�red by further
polarising the parties and their support
base. KMT’s survival raised the question
whether the recall was even necessary,
and if the movement was politically
motivated by the DPP.

Femy Francis is a project associate with
Area Studies-China, at NIAS, Bengaluru.

What is the status of the
‘recall’ vote in Taiwan?
Why did the ruling DPP push to remove opposition lawmakers? Did it polarise Taiwan further?

Femy Francis
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The movement started in 2024,
as local protesters accused the
opposition of blocking DPP
bills and pushing controversial
laws later declared
unconstitutional.

�

Taiwan follows the unicameral
system with 113 seats in its
Legislative Yuan. In the 2024
elections, the DPP’s
presidential candidate William
Lai Ching-te won with 40.1%
vote. But DPP lost its legislative
majority with 51 seats against
KMT’s 52 seats and its ally
Taiwan People’s Party’s (TPP) 8
seats, bringing the opposition’s
total to 60.

�

The progressive recall vote,
which empowered citizens to
hold legislators accountable,
has backfired by further
polarising the parties.
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I
ndia’s 2024 Lok Sabha election
spanned seven phases from April 19
to June 1, with around 642 million
voters casting ballots at 1.05 million

polling stations. While traditional
campaign methods such as rallies,
motorcades, and door-to-door canvassing
remained in�uential, many voters’ primary
engagement with political parties came
through screens. Political content �ooded
digital spaces through short videos on
social media, targeted ads following users
across apps, meme pages, and in�uencers
weaving political commentary into lifestyle
content. The 2024 election was not just
supported by digital media; it was
fundamentally shaped by it. 

The recently released report by
Lokniti-CSDS provides a data-driven
analysis of digital platforms’ role in the
2024 elections, showing how they
complemented traditional door-to-door
e�orts in mobilising voters. This study
analysed the social media campaigns of
eight political parties — the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP), the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK), Congress, Janata Dal (United)
( JD(U)), Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD), Shiv
Sena (Shinde), and Trinamool Congress
(AITC)— on X and Facebook during the
2024 Lok Sabha elections. Focusing on
engagement metrics and thematic content,
the study tracked all posts across both
platforms, including those in regional
languages translated into English. Metrics
such as likes, shares, comments, and views
on Facebook, and likes, reposts, replies,
and views on X, were used to assess voter
response and messaging e�ectiveness. This
is Part 1 of the study.

To account for di�erences in follower
counts, the E�ective Engagement Rate

(EER) was calculated by dividing total
engagements by the total number of
followers on each platform. Analysing
engagement relative to follower count
reveals the real impact of campaign
messaging. A large following with low EER
suggests weak content appeal, while a
smaller following with high EER indicates
stronger resonance with supporters. The
engagement analysis revealed key
platform-speci�c trends. On X, Congress
recorded the highest engagement, followed
by BJP and AAP, re�ecting strong voter
interaction (Table 1). On Facebook,
Trinamool Congress led in engagement,
with JD(U) also performing notably well. 

Advertising strategies 
Beyond engagement metrics, thematic
analysis revealed distinct campaign
strategies during the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections. Posts were categorised into
themes such as economic issues, policies,
governance, vote appeals, and attacks on
the opposition. The Thematic Average (TA)
was calculated by averaging each party’s
thematic focus across both platforms. AAP
(56%) and Trinamool (44%) focused heavily
on attacking opponents, while BJP (36%)
and Shiv Sena (32%) emphasised vote
appeals. JD(U) centred its campaign on
policy issues (60%), including reservations,
youth employment, and women’s
empowerment (Table 2). Religious content
appeared primarily in BJP and Shiv Sena
posts. Demographic targeting — addressing
women, youth, and farmers —was visible in
posts by the JD(U) (16%) and RJD (15%). 

Digital advertising is now essential in
electoral campaigns, shaping voter
perceptions. Social media platforms like
Facebook and Instagram, both owned by
Meta, have become widely used in India,
enabling political parties to reach and
in�uence a diverse audience through posts

and ads. The study analysed the digital
strategies of Congress and BJP in the 2024
Lok Sabha elections, with a focus on their
extensive use of Facebook and Instagram
ads. It examines ad spend, thematic
messaging, user engagement, and content
consumption through the Meta Ad Library.

BJP and Congress showed stark
contrasts in their digital advertising. The
BJP ran 41,127 ads on Meta during the
period, compared to Congress’s 1,041,
re�ecting BJP’s aggressive saturation
strategy versus Congress’s more targeted
approach. However, the sheer number of
ads does not necessarily translate into
messaging e�ectiveness or voter
engagement (Table 3). BJP’s digital strategy
was more diversi�ed, placing 53% of its ads
on Instagram, 45% on Facebook, and 1% on
both platforms, allowing tailored
messaging for each. In contrast, Congress
concentrated 86% of its ads on both
Instagram and Facebook simultaneously,
with only 1% exclusive to Instagram and
none solely on Facebook (Table 4). The
language distribution of Meta ads also
reveals contrasting strategies. The
Congress focused primarily on Hindi, using
it for 92% of ads, with limited regional
presence (2% each in Tamil and Kannada),
suggesting a more centralised voter appeal.
In contrast, the BJP adopted a more
linguistically diverse strategy, with 72% of
ads in Hindi, and the rest distributed
across Bengali, Odia, Marathi, and Tamil,
highlighting its regional outreach within a
national campaign framework.

Moreover, spending patterns of the BJP
and Congress re�ect di�erent campaign
strategies. The BJP favoured cost-e�ciency,
with 65% of its ads costing between ₹0 and
₹999, allowing for high-volume
dissemination and broader visibility. The
Congress in contrast, allocated more to
higher-cost ads, with 34% in the ₹1,00,000

to ₹4,99,999 range, emphasising quality
over quantity. This indicates Congress’s
focus on fewer, high-impact ads, contrasted
with BJP’s saturation strategy of numerous
low-cost ads (Table 5). The BJP’s ads were
primarily focused on direct vote appeals,
with signi�cant emphasis on
infrastructure, development, and the
economy. Nationalist themes, such as
India’s global standing and the abrogation
of Article 370, were also prominent (Table
6). On the other hand, the Congress’s
digital ads featured a more aggressive
approach, with a heavy focus on criticism
of the BJP’s handling of economic issues,
especially unemployment and in�ation.
Interestingly, religious content was notably
absent from Congress’s ads (Table 7). An
analysis of ad impressions reveals
contrasting strategies between the BJP and
Congress. The BJP’s negative ads
consistently had more reach, with 23%
appearing in the 1,00,000-4,99,999
impression range, compared to just 18% of
its positive ads in a similar range. In
contrast, Congress prioritised positive
messaging, with over half (52%) of its
positive ads surpassing one million
impressions, while only 27% of its negative
ads achieved the same (Table 8). 

Outreach on Google
In the 2024 Lok Sabha elections, digital
platforms, particularly Google, played a
pivotal role in political outreach. A
comparative analysis of the BJP and
Congress reveals distinct di�erences in
their digital strategies. The data used has
been derived from the Google Ads
Transparency Centre. The BJP ran 2,25,695
ads across all seven election phases
(excluding the silence period), while the
Congress deployed only 9,251 ads. This
disparity was further re�ected in their
respective expenditures, with the BJP
spending ₹560 million and the Congress
₹210 million (Table 9). Nearly all BJP
Google ads ran for 20 days or fewer,
re�ecting a strategy of rapid content
turnover. In contrast, most Congress ads
lasted between 21 and 40 days, indicating a
focus on sustained visibility. Very few ads
from either party exceeded 40 days. In
terms of format, both parties used image
and video ads, though with di�erent
emphasis. The BJP leaned on image-based
content for broad visual appeal, whereas
the Congress allocated a larger share to
video ads, favouring more dynamic and
immersive storytelling (Table 10).

For the BJP, a majority of its ads (98%)
fell within the ₹1,00,000 range, with only
2% of ads exceeding this amount. In
contrast, the Congress displayed a more
balanced spending distribution, with 73%
of its ads falling within the ₹1,00,000
range, while 27% exceeded this threshold
(Table 11). The outcomes were visible in
impressions: 61% of BJP ads had fewer than
10,000 views, and only 3% crossed one
million. However, 21% of Congress ads
surpassed the one million mark, and over
half fell within the 10,001–one million
range indicating stronger reach and
engagement (Table 12). Across seven
election phases, the BJP used a highly
localised micro-targeting strategy, focusing
on speci�c regions while excluding others.
In contrast, the Congress adopted a
broader strategy, mainly targeting entire
States or the country, with minimal
exclusions, re�ecting a less localised
campaign focus (Table 13). 

BJP’s ads showed signi�cant variation
across phases, while Congress’s remained
mostly consistent, often repeating similar
content. Nearly all BJP ads featured Prime
Minister Narendra Modi with the slogan
“Fir Ek Baar Modi Sarkar” (Once again
Modi Government). Congress ads mainly
showcased the slogan “Hath Badlega
Halaat” (The Palm will change the
condition). Unlike BJP, Congress ads did
not include explicit vote appeals.

The silent period
The digital shift of political campaigns has
made it easier for political parties to bypass
election regulations, particularly during
the 48-hour silence period meant to ensure
free and fair voting. An analysis of Google
Ads using the Transparency Centre data
reveals potential violations of these rules
by parties during the recent elections. 

The Election Commission’s (EC) Model
Code of Conduct (MCC) requires a 48-hour
silence period before polling, banning all
campaigning including digital. Despite this,
parties have been observed violating the
silence period by running online ads. 

During the 48-hour silence period, the
BJP ran 179,070 ads on Google compared to
Congress’s 8,149 — a ratio of approximately
21:1. Yet the BJP’s total spend was only
about 25% higher, than the Congress’s.
These �gures re�ect all ads live at any point
in the silence windows, not necessarily
violations. To identify actual breaches of
the MCC, researchers sampled ads to check
if they targeted poll-bound constituencies
during the restricted window. Only such
ads were considered violations of the rules.

To assess compliance, a sample of ads
from both parties was analysed in each
phase. For the BJP, 2,996 ads were
analysed, and 492 were found to be in
violation of the MCC. In contrast, of the
958 Congress ads analysed, 698 (or 73%)
were found to be in violation of the MCC
(Table 14 and Table 15). These repeated
violations reveal gaps in current election
regulations concerning digital platforms. 

*Sanjay Kumar, Suhas Palshikar, Sandeep
Shastri, Aditi Singh and Vibha Attri.

Digital campaign strategies
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“... to tell you the truth, he doesn’t know
anything. He is ignorant with everything.”

“First of all, the word ignorant has the
stress on the �rst syllable ‘ig’. The ‘n’ in
the second syllable and the ‘a’ in the third
syllable are pronounced like the ‘a’ in
China.”

“So, it’s IGnorant?”
“Yes, that’s right. And secondly, you

are never ignorant with something. It’s
always ignorant of something. For
example, the new Minister was ignorant
of the facts.”

“How about this sentence? The
principal was ignorant of the argument
that led to the �ght.”

“Sounds good to me. Here’s another
example: Many people are ignorant of the
new rules.”

“People who don’t know how to read
and write are ignorant of their rights.”

“That’s true. Often, people use about
after ignorant. For example, the new
Minister is ignorant about the old
policies.”

“Can I say, our principal is ignorant
about politics?”

“You certainly can! Here’s another
example: Thanks to Star TV, many of our
young people are ignorant about our rich
cultural heritage.”

“Rich cultural heritage! You’re
beginning to sound like my father. Tell
me, which is more correct? Ignorant of or
ignorant about?”

“As I said, both are acceptable. But
some people think that ignorant of is
better usage than ignorant about.”

“I see. Hey, how about seeing The Lost
World tomorrow?”

“I’ve already seen it. I saw it last
Saturday.”

“You did? What did you think of it?”
“It isn’t all it’s cracked up to be.”
“What do you mean it’s cracked? You

mean it’s a crazy movie?”
“No, no! That’s not what I mean at all.

Cracked up to be is an informal
expression meaning supposed to be. So,
the sentence The Lost World isn’t all that
it’s cracked up to be means...”

“... it isn’t as great as people make it
out to be?”

“Yes, that’s right. It’s not as good as
people say it is.”

“So, can I say, this hotel isn’t all it’s
cracked up to be?”

“You certainly can. I wanted to �nd out
if my new boss was what he was cracked
up to be.”

“You have a new boss? I didn’t know
that! When did...”

“...relax! That was just an example.”
“Oh! I was worried. I thought

something had happened to your old
boss.”

“...dummy up, will you?”
“Dummy up? What does that mean?”
“It means to keep quiet. Whenever a

salesman comes to our place, my father
just dummies up and lets my mother do
all the talking.”

“In our school, students dummy up
whenever they see the Principal walk by.”

“Why have you dummied up?”
“You told me to dummy up, didn’t

you?.”
Published in The Hindu on July 29, 1997.

Know Your
English
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DIGITAL EXPERIENCE 

Do you know how much wood is needed on average
to cremate a single body at any Hindu funeral ghat?

Depending on the weather, an average funeral pyre
requires approximately 250-300 kilograms of wood. That
equates to the wood obtained from two trees that are
at least 20 years old.

Nagpur’s Vijay Limaye has found a solution to this
colossal daily consumption of wood. It is not only sus-
tainable but also helps save lakhs of trees that are felled
every year for pyre wood. The solution is biomass bri-
quettes.

Turning biomass into briquettes and pellets is widely
discussed across India, particularly because it helps
reduce stubble burning and thereby indirectly supports

India’s clean energy goals. Crop residue is being burnt
in almost every state, but there is a lot of attention
focused on the parali burning in Punjab and Haryana,
as it directly contributes to pollution in the 
Delhi-NCR region.

Vijay Limaye’s non-profit, which works towards eco-
cremation, has pioneered the use of biomass for cre-
mation — replacing traditional wood logs with agro-
waste briquettes, which he has named Mokshakashtha.

He devised a formula for using locally available crop
residue to convert it into briquettes. His innovation helps
reduce deforestation, curb carbon emissions, and
channel agricultural residue into meaningful use. 

As of July 2025, six crematoriums in Nagpur city (out
of more than a dozen) are using briquettes for crema-
tion. They consume an average of 1,200 tonnes of bri-
quettes per year. “This saves 10,000 trees from being
felled in Nagpur alone,” Limaye said.

Only two other cities in Maharashtra — Mumbai and
Navi Mumbai — are using pellet-based cremation, at nine
and 12 crematoriums respectively. Limaye is disheart-
ened that this concept has not gained the popularity
it deserves.

“The main reason is corruption. There is a strong lobby
of wood suppliers to the crematoriums,” he says. But
more than anything, it is the absolute disregard for envi-

ronmental issues by politicians and bureaucrats that
angers him. “Does saving trees not count?” he asked.
Scaling it up nationwide presents clear challenges — reli-
gious beliefs aside. There is no official recognition of the
practice, and therefore no policy decisions regarding
it. This in turn means there is no policy to support
localised production and related supply chains. Citizens
who might opt for it, and farmers who need to be incen-
tivised not to burn crop residue, both require education
and awareness.

The Centre launched the Biomass Programme five
years ago — a scheme to promote the manufacturing
of briquettes and pellets, and biomass (non-bagasse)
based cogeneration in industries for FY 2021-22 to 2025-
26. Slowly and steadily, it has taken off, at least in the
Delhi-NCR region. And eventually, it may spread
across India.

Therefore, perhaps the next scheme the government
needs to launch is a ‘Use of Briquettes & Pellets for
Cremation’ programme — raising sufficient awareness
and facilitating decentralised, local manufacturing
with community participation.

OPINION 08NEW DELHI | THURSDAY | AUGUST 7, 2025

China — resolutions that have now become irre-
trievable legacy pledges. The decision not to cross
the LoC proved fatal and led to avoidable casu-
alties. Vij discusses integrated operations, but the
use of two different names — Operation Vijay for
the Army and Operation Safed Sagar for the IAF-
tells a different story. Army Chief Gen Malik’s
statement, “We will fight with what we have”,
captures the sad state of preparedness at the
time. Kargil was a bad deal that ended on a high
note, earning the highest per capita awards for
any war or military operation. It is described as
a “skirmish” at the National War Memorial. Its
spin-off was the Kargil Review Committee
report and the formation of four task forces on
intelligence, internal security, border manage-
ment, and higher defence management.

Just months after Kargil, IC-814 was hijacked
from Kathmandu to Kandahar by Jaish-e-
Mohammed terrorists — another fiasco under
the then BJP Government’s watch. Then came
Operation Parakram — the war that never was-
in December 2001, India’s second exercise in
coercive diplomacy after its failure in Sri Lanka
during Operation Pawan. The attack on
Parliament by Pakistani terrorists on 13 December
led to the largest mobilisation of armed forces
in peacetime, believed by many to signal a full-
scale, decisive war that came to the brink — yet
India held back. India lost more soldiers during
Operation Parakram than the 512 martyrs who
reclaimed the Kargil heights. Vij describes how
a minister called “restraint” a strategic asset. One
man bitterly disappointed by the restraint was
Army Chief Gen S Padmanabhan, who wanted
to teach Pakistan a lesson for its proxy war.

Operation Khukri involved the rescue of 223
Indian soldiers and 11 military observers held
hostage by RUF rebels in Sierra Leone during a
UN peacekeeping mission. Efforts to persuade
the UN to shift the mission mandate from
Chapter VI to Chapter VII — permitting the use
of force-were hedged even after a delegation led
by Vij to the UN failed. Eventually, the UN
Secretary-General allowed a rescue, which led
to the successful conduct of Operation Khukri.

The LoC fence, which was Vij’s brainchild, was

constructed in 2003. It transformed counter-infil-
tration and counter-terrorism operations, despite
many detractors. The Cold Start Doctrine, whose
existence was denied by the government, was
revealed by Gen Deepak Kapoor in 2009 and was
a direct fallout of Operation Parakram. It triggered
panic in Pakistan, leading to the development
of tactical nuclear weapons. The Integrated Battle
Groups and the recently announced Rudra
Brigades are the green shoots of Parakram.

Vij welcomes the appointment of a CDS and
affiliated reforms, and Integrated Theatre
Commands are expected. He criticises the
appointment of a retired three-star General as
CDS but makes useful recommendations for
refining command and control structures under
theatrisation and the Department of Military
Affairs. The account of the US request for at least
17,000 Indian troops in Iraq in 2003 is well told,
though deployment was not recommended due
to command and control issues.

The crown jewel of Vij’s contribution lies in
welfare reforms: improving career prospects in
the Army, launching the ECHS scheme, upgrad-
ing the military education system, constructing
the Manekshaw Centre, and implementing the
Married Accommodation Project.

One of the pivotal issues in civil-military rela-
tions is the quality of interaction between the
political and military leadership. In India, where
neither the civilian bureaucracy nor political lead-
ership is deeply versed in defence and strategic
matters, political control and guidance often
devolve into bureaucratic overreach. This lacuna
must be corrected. Military commanders must
discreetly provide strategic counsel while guard-
ing against the politicisation of military opera-
tions and achievements.

It remains unclear whether, during Operation
Sindoor, military advice was presented at the
numerous meetings between the two hierar-
chies. Otherwise, Gen Chauhan would not have
spoken in Singapore about “mistakes corrected”,
nor would the Indian Defence Attaché in
Indonesia have referred to political constraints
during the initial strikes on 6/7 May. Vij has done
well to allude to similar pitfalls in his book.

Editor’s 

Climate change is not a phenomenon to unfold in the future
as many thought. It is happening right now in front of our
eyes. And results are devastating — properties worth billions
of dollars and precious lives are being lost to the nature’s
fury. Flash floods, cloudbursts, melting glaciers and the rising
sea levels — due to rising temperatures attributed to carbon
emission — are  happening now.

The recent flash floods in Uttarkashi are a grim reminder
that climate change is no longer a distant threat but a rapidly
unfolding reality. As torrential rains turned tranquil rivers
into destructive torrents, washing away lives and livelihoods.
India must act decisively — and urgently — towards a green
future powered by renewable energy and sustainable
practices. The devastation in Uttarkashi is not an isolated
incident. Scientists have long warned that the Himalayan
region is especially vulnerable due to melting glaciers,
unstable terrain, and rising anthropogenic pressure.

Yet, development often proceeds with scant regard for
ecological balance, and fossil fuels continue to dominate the
energy mix. The country stands at a crossroads: Either
transform its energy supply chain with urgency, or risk
deeper human and economic losses. India’s push for
biofuels, solar, wind, and electric mobility is commendable —
but must be accelerated at a faster pace. The success of
ethanol blending — achieving the 20 per cent target five
years ahead of schedule — proves what focused policy and
political will can accomplish.

Similar urgency must now extend to other sectors: From
mainstreaming wind power in coastal states, to incentivising
rooftop solar and green hydrogen. India needs a sweeping
transition away from fossil fuels. This green shift brings wide-
ranging benefits: More jobs per unit of energy produced,
reduced air pollution, enhanced energy security,
and support for rural livelihoods through biofuel feedstock
production. A greener India is not only cleaner — it is smarter
and more resilient.

However, this transformation will only succeed with
systemic change. Urban planning must integrate climate
resilience. Infrastructure must be future-proofed to withstand
extreme weather. Development in ecologically fragile zones
must be re-evaluated with long-term sustainability in mind.
Policies must reward sustainability, penalise pollution, and
invest in climate education, innovation, and public
awareness. The Uttarkashi floods-like the cloudbursts in
Himachal, landslides in Sikkim, and urban floods in Delhi
and Mumbai-are nature’s repeated warnings that time is
running out. A green future is no longer an aspiration for
tomorrow-it is a necessity for today. The cost of inaction will
far exceed the investment needed now. With its vast
renewable potential and high climate vulnerability, India has
both the responsibility and the opportunity to lead. The
green transition is no longer just about economic growth — it
is about survival. And the clock is ticking.

A green future is not an aspiration for tomorrow — it
is a necessity for today. The cost of inaction will be

far greater than the investment required now

Uttarkashi floods signal

urgent climate action 

Safety begins with sidewalks
The Supreme Court has granted a “final opportunity”
to the Central and State Governments to draft rules pro-
tecting the rights of pedestrians. This includes ensur-
ing footpaths are accessible to persons with disabili-
ties. This directive is extremely significant, especially
considering that 32,825 pedestrians died on highways
in 2022-accounting for over 20 per cent of all road acci-
dent fatalities. Maharashtra, Delhi, and Tamil Nadu
recorded the highest number of such deaths.

The Court bench rightly observed that “the use of foot-
paths and pedestrian paths is an integral part of the right
to life” under Article 21 of the Indian Constitution. It
further stated that footpaths must be safe, accessible,
and free from encroachments. The Court has ordered
that the relevant guidelines be prepared and submit-
ted within four weeks. 

Failure to do so may result in further action through
an amicus curiae (friend of the court). It is entirely rea-
sonable for citizens to expect footpaths to be freed, safe,
and functional. Pedestrian infrastructure is not a
luxury — it is a basic right in a civilised society. We must
hope that the government now acts with urgency and
commitment to uphold this essential aspect of public
safety and accessibility.

DATTAPRASAD SHIRODKAR |  MUMBAI

Amit Shah: Modern-Day Chanakya
Apropos “Shah: NDA’s Enduring Strongman,” The
Pioneer, Aug. 6. Amit Shah’s tenure as India’s Home
Minister, spanning an impressive 2,258 days, marks a
historic milestone — making him the longest-serving
Home Minister in independent India. As the trusted lieu-
tenant of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Shah has
demonstrated remarkable leadership — strong,
assertive, and unflinching in his approach to national
security and internal governance.

Reminiscent of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel-India’s orig-
inal Iron Man and also a son of Gujarat-Shah’s 
decisive style has earned him the moniker “Chhote
Vallabhbhai Patel.” 

Beyond the Ministry, Shah’s strategic brilliance has
been instrumental in expanding and consolidating the
Bharatiya Janata Party across India. Often referred to
as the modern-day Chanakya, he has repeatedly out-
manoeuvred political rivals, playing a masterful 
game of political chess in India’s turbulent democrat-
ic landscape. 

His legacy as Home Minister lies not merely in the
records he has broken, but in the transformative impact
he has had on India’s internal administration and polit-
ical dynamics.

N SADHASIVA REDDY  |  BENGALURU

Team India Shine at The Oval
In a gripping finale at The Oval in London, India defeat-
ed England by six runs in the fifth and final Test match
to level the series at 2-2. What seemed improbable at
the beginning of the tour — a young Indian side holding
their own against England in their backyard — turned
into a proud reality through spirited performances and
fearless cricket. When the tour began, many experts pre-
dicted a whitewash. 

With seasoned players missing and several debutants
stepping in, expectations were low. But under the lead-
ership of Shubman Gill, India’s young brigade defied all
odds. Yashasvi Jaiswal provided powerful starts, while
KL Rahul and Rishabh Pant stabilised the innings at
crucial junctures. All-rounder Ravindra Jadeja contin-
ued his golden form with both bat and ball. Washington
Sundar’s calm and calculated fifty in the final Test proved
vital to India’s win.

On the bowling front, Jasprit Bumrah led with fire and
strategy, ably supported by Mohammad Siraj, debutant
Akashdeep, and Prasidh Krishna. It signals the rise of
a confident new generation, capable of facing hostile
conditions and strong opponents. Shubman Gill’s cap-
taincy, though tested, stood tall and showed promise
for the future of Indian Test cricket. Kudos to Team India.

VIJAY KOSHTI | SANGLI
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Former Army Chief Nirmal Vij’s book Alone in the
Ring: Decision-making in Critical Times was
released earlier this year by former Army Chief Gen
VN Sharma to a packed house. Several former
Army Chiefs, like Gen Mukund Naravane — whose
own book Four Stars of Destiny has been quaran-
tined and is currently under review by the
Ministry of Defence for nearly two years after pub-
lishers released revealing excerpts on decision-
making during Operation Snow Leopard and the
Agniveer scheme — remain unheard. It appears
Naravane’s book is unlikely to see the light of day,
as it does not portray the politico-military deci-
sion-making process under the present regime in
a favourable light.

Vij’s book was also held up, and its inaugura-
tion delayed by several months. The latest book
on defence is by CDS Gen Anil Chauhan: Ready,
Relevant and Resurgent: A Blueprint for the
Transformation of India’s Military. After a long
hiatus, Army Chiefs have resumed writing about
their experiences-a necessary step for institution-
al learning. Gens Ved Malik and JJ Singh have made
useful contributions to Indian military literature:
Malik on the necessity of institutionalised decision-
making involving Service Chiefs, and Singh on
China and the McMahon Line. Naravane has cred-
ibly illustrated deficiencies in decision-making, but
his book has been suppressed. Vij’s book focuses
on critical decisions taken by him as COAS and the
recommendations that were accepted by the gov-
ernment. Vij recounts a historic fact about
Pakistan, which, in collusion with Britain (perhaps
more the other way round), had its eyes on Jammu
and Kashmir — a region that has become
Pakistan’s jugular vein. In order to seize it,
Rawalpindi has tried everything: waging wars,
instigating skirmishes, and conducting an unend-
ing proxy war, including Kargil and, most recent-
ly, the new-age beyond-visual-range skirmish,
Operation Sindoor.

The book covers Kargil, Operation Parakram,
and Operation Khukri in commendable detail. Vij
also touches upon the LoC fence, Cold Start
Doctrine, jointness, integration, and theatrisation;
briefly covering Operation Iraqi Freedom and the
initiation of several path-breaking welfare reforms.
From his ringside seat, Vij played a pivotal role in
the transformation of the Army. From May to July,
26 years ago, the Indian Army, supported by the
IAF, fought its most gruelling infantry battles uphill
due to a strategically imprudent political decision.
This ill-thought decision, driven by an outdated
policy of  “not losing an inch of territory”, was not
rectified; instead, it was exacerbated by misplaced
parliamentary zeal to pass unanimous resolutions
aimed at retaking territories lost to Pakistan and
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Briquettes from crop residue for cremation!
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Every monsoon season, several

Indian states are devastated by

floods. Recently, Uttarakhand

witnessed widespread

destruction, highlighting the

recurring crisis in the Himalayan

regions. These floods displace

thousands, claim lives, and

heavily burden the economy.

While some factors are natural,

many stem from inadequate

human planning and lack of

preventive strategy. 

The frequency and intensity 

of floods have been steadily

increasing across India. Rapid

urbanisation, blocked drainage

systems, and encroachments

along riverbanks obstruct the

natural flow of rivers, amplifying

the scale of damage. The absence

of robust early warning systems

and resilient infrastructure

further endangers lives and

livelihoods.

Agencies such as the India

Meteorological Department (IMD),

Indian National Centre for Ocean

Information Services (INCOIS),

and ISRO must be empowered to

deliver accurate, real-time

forecasts using satellite and

modern survey technologies.

Simultaneously, riverbeds must

be desilted, and illegal

constructions along floodplains

removed. Community — level

education is vital — schools and

local bodies should conduct mock

drills and awareness campaigns

regularly. Floods may be natural

events, but the devastation they

cause is largely avoidable. With

climate patterns shifting

unpredictably, adopting a

scientific and preventive

approach to flood management is

not just necessary — it is

imperative.

JITESH MORI | KUTCH
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stone, signalling strong policy intent and
commendable progress by the industry
along with the evolving ecosystem to
support this transition at scale. However,
Engine compatibility remains a key
concern, particularly across older seg-
ments of the vehicle fleet. At the same
time, upgrades are urgently needed across
the fuel value chain — especially in
storage, logistics, and the widespread
availability of multi-grade dispensers.
Equally critical is the need to strengthen
quality control and monitoring frame-
works to ensure fuel consistency and per-
formance. Without this, even the best
policy targets risk falling short in imple-
mentation. For the transition to be suc-
cessful, it must be phased and regionally
calibrated, with alignment from OEMs,
awareness among consumers, and coor-
dination across all stakeholders. 
How ccan bbiofuel pprojects bbecome mmore
attractive?
To make biofuel projects more attractive
to ESG and institutional investors, it must
focus on reducing risk and increasing scal-
ability. Long-term policy stability and
clear regulatory frameworks are founda-
tional — they create market confidence

allowing certainty and long term visibil-
ity to investors.

Standardising key components like
plant designs, feedstock contracts, and
performance benchmarks will improve
bankability and ease due diligence for
financial institutions. 

Equally important is the availability of
blended finance tools-such as green
bonds, viability gap funding, and partial
risk guarantees — that can help de-risk
early-stage investments and lower project
costs.

Monetising carbon credits through ver-
ified MRV (Monitoring, Reporting, and
Verification) systems can unlock addition-
al revenue streams and strengthen project
viability. Most critically, we need transpar-
ent, ready-to-scale platforms — like the one
we're building at RED — that offer integrat-
ed techno-financial solutions. 

These platforms serve as bridges
between clean energy projects and serious
capital, enabling investment at scale and
speed.
How can biofuel demand empower
rural faarmers?

Farmers need to be one of the key stake-
holders in India's biofuel journey. With the

right ecosystem in place, the growing
demand for biofuels can transform agri-
waste — such as crop residue, bamboo,
and other biomass — into a consistent
income stream for rural communities.

To make this a reality, we need struc-
tured procurement programs that ensure
fair pricing and assured offtake. 

It is also important to have access to
shared infrastructure — like rental balers,
mobile chippers, and transport-along
with the establishment of village-level col-
lection centres and pre-processing hubs.
These measures will not only help mon-
etise crop waste but also will significant-
ly reduce stubble burning and related
emissions. At RED, we've already begun
enabling this shift. One of our four core ver-
ticals is feedstock aggregation, where we
collect feedstocks like paddy straw, soya
husk, and cane trash for biofuel produc-
tion. Today, we operate more than 56
round balers making us the largest aggre-
gation fleet operator and service provider
in the country. 

I strongly believe that by making
farmers one of the primary stakeholders-
not just suppliers — we can create a model
where clean energy and rural prosperity

go hand in hand.
Can ddigital ttechnologies ttransform tthe
biofuel vvalue cchain?
Yes, I believe digital technologies will play
a pivotal role in transforming the biofuel
value chain. AI can help in forecasting
biomass availability by analysing weather
patterns, cropping cycles, and market
data-allowing for smarter planning. IoT
sensors installed in digesters offer real-
time insights into feedstock quality,
system performance, and yield efficiency,
enabling predictive maintenance and
minimising downtime. Blockchain, too, is
proving valuable by ensuring transparen-
cy and traceability in feedstock sourcing
and carbon credit validation.

At RED, we're actively embracing this
digital shift. We're deploying drone-based
baling audits and digital plant dash-
boards that are streamlining operations,
improving visibility, and driving better
decision-making across the value chain.
Can IIndia eemerge aas aa gglobal SSAF ssupplier?
India has the potential, resources and
market demand to become a major player
in the Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF)
market, but it will take coordinated,
strategic action across policy, infrastruc-
ture, and innovation. A Deloitte India
report highlights that India generates 230
tonnes of agricultural residue, a resource
that can be channeled into SAF production.
Combined with waste oils, this positions
India strongly on the raw material front. 

However, to match the momentum of
regions like the US and EU — where
robust mandates and incentives are
already in place — India needs policy man-
dates for SAF blending in domestic avia-
tion, along with investments in technol-
ogy, refining capacity, certification mech-
anisms, and sustained R&D.

Public-private partnerships, access to
enabling finance and export-friendly
frameworks, will be key to unlocking
India's role in the global SAF supply chain.
How ccan IIndia eensure ccredibility iin iits
biofuel ssustainability cclaims?
Sustainability in biofuels must be transpar-
ent  and led by science. Mandating lifecy-
cle emission assessments, encouraging
third-party certifications, and using non-
edible, waste-based feedstocks are key.
Further, investments in zero-liquid dis-
charge and water recycling systems in
manufacturing units will help reduce
water usage. I believe that all sustainabil-
ity initiatives undertaken should be ver-
ifiable, auditable and a core part of busi-
ness operations. 

India is at a very big inflection point in its journey
toward sustainable energy. The sooner an EV-
entrepreneurs-policymaker nexus revolves
around greener routes, the faster a green
phase sets in. With the most sought-after shift,
the managing of the huge growth in battery
waste emerges as the prime challenge. Hence,
circular innovation has to be harnessed in India
to safeguard the ecology along with
the sustainability of the economy.
With the EV acceptance reaching
newer heights every passing day,
stockpiles of used lithium-ion batter-
ies are mounting. Improper disposal of such bat-
teries creates great environmental hazards. Toxic
chemicals spill into the soil and surface waters,
posing a long-term ecological threat and hence
risk to human health. Unscientific disposal shall
furthermore entail the wastage of present yet
valuable materials such as lithium, cobalt, and
nickel, which could be recovered and used for
making new batteries.

Policy Framework
The Battery Waste Management Rules, 2022 aim
to regulate the recycling and disposal of all types
of lithium-ion batteries in India, including
those found in EVs, laptops, and mobile devices.
Batteries can be disposed of or recycled in
various ways. According to the rules, manufac-
turers and importers must arrange for the col-
lection and recycling of 25 per cent of batteries
in the first year, which will increase to 70 per
cent by the fifth year. Spent batteries must be
disposed of by the relevant entities in an envi-
ronmentally sound manner as prescribed by the
Central Pollution Control Board. Penalties for
non-compliance with these regulations may
include fines and imprisonment. Though excel-
lent on paper, these regulations have yet to be
implemented in practice. A considerable amount
of battery recycling occurs in the informal
sector, often using unsafe methods that com-
promise both worker safety and the environ-
ment. Such informal recycling is barely profitable
and lacks economic viability. The installation cost
for formal facilities is exorbitant, and the
absence of a standardised battery design
impedes progress.
Battery recycling presents a great deal of eco-
nomic benefits within the domain of greener
civilisation. The EV sector, by 2030, will have
created about 10 million direct jobs and around
50 million indirect jobs. With the concerted recy-

cling ecosystem, lithium imports
would be reduced, and conse-
quently, lithium prices would shrink
along with jobs in the front-end and

back-end of the value chain. Nevertheless, the
deployment of these recycling plants is costly
and to the tune of Rs 220-370 crores per plant.
The transportation costs for spent batteries are
yet another huge overhead, about 35-50 of the
total cost. To mitigate these hindrances, the
Government would do well to offer incentives
by way of subsidies, tax holidays, and a spotlight
on private investment in infrastructure devel-
opment. Circular innovation means designing
products and systems with as little waste as pos-
sible and maximising resource efficiency.
Minimising the environmental burden by using
recycled material goes a long way in environ-
mental protection with a huge footprint from
new battery production. Recovering lithium
from spent batteries,  has been shown to incur
ten times less environmental impact.

The Road Ahead
To save nature from battery waste, India shall
have to adopt a proactive approach — from per-
fecting regulations and ensuring strict enforce-
ment of the Battery Waste Management Rules
to specifying clear guidelines for all stakehold-
ers. Standardisation of battery designs shall bring
down costs and simplify recycling. 
Infrastructure needs to be laid, along with finan-
cial incentives, to create organised battery
recycling plants and support research. The
private sector should be harnessed, and infor-
mal recyclers be integrated into the formal one.
Awareness should be raised  about the right
methods of battery disposal and the rewards of
battery recycling.

In the stillness of a village dawn, as the first light
touches the fields and the sound of conch shells
echoes from a nearby temple, a silent revolu-
tion is taking root — one that doesn't shout but
shapes. It doesn't disrupt; it dignifies. In a small
Panchayat Bhavan, a grassroots official studies
a satellite map of the land around him. He's not
a technocrat, yet he is making climate-smart
decisions. He's not a
policymaker, yet he is
scripting the future. This
is the quiet power of
Yuktdhara — India's
homegrown geospatial planning portal —
infusing ancient Bharat with the precision of
modern technology.

Launched by the Ministry of  Rural
Development in partnership with ISRO,
Yuktdhara is much more than a digital inter-
face. It is a doorway to localised, decen-
tralised governance. It equips over 2.9 lakh
Gram Panchayats to prepare climate-resilient,
evidence-based, and people-first development
plans. With every map explored and every asset
proposed-be it a check dam, plantation, or
pond-India's villages are learning to shape their
own destiny. Each plan flows into NREGA Soft,
where intent is translated into investment, and
vision becomes action. This isn't just digitisa-
tion-it is democratisation of planning at a scale
the world has never seen before.

At CNRI, our journey through India's villages
has shown that rural transformation must be
built on participation, not prescription. It was
this conviction that guided our early work on
MGNREGA, where I had the privilege of con-
tributing to the drafting of what would become
one of the most ambitious social security nets
in human history. Under the visionary leader-
ship of the Hon'ble Prime Minister Narendra
Modi over the last 11 years, MGNREGA has
evolved into more than a wage programme-it
has become the backbone of India's ecologi-
cal and economic resilience. Over 300 million
rural citizens have been lifted out of extreme
poverty, as reported by the World Bank. But
beyond the statistics lies the soul of the
scheme: it has brought dignity, stability, and
climate-conscious infrastructure into the heart
of our villages.

MGNREGA's assets — over 10 million in
number — are not merely rural infrastructure.
They are living symbols of local adaptation:
ponds that recharge aquifers, plantations that

capture carbon, bunds that protect soil, and
wells that sustain livelihoods. These are people-
led climate actions that global climate finance
institutions must recognise. MGNREGA is
already what many climate funds aspire to be
— a social contract between the earth and the
economy, between resilience and rights. Now,
with the addition of Yuktdhara, this legacy is
being upgraded through precision. The Gram
Sabha has become a satellite-aided assembly.
The development plan is now both on paper
and in pixels. But there is a third transforma-
tive force emerging at this intersection of tech-
nology and tradition the Cooperative Economic
Framework. With a renewed focus on the PACS-
to-APEX model, the Ministry of Cooperation is
working to ensure that India's 100,000+
Primary Agricultural Credit Societies are no
longer just credit dispensers, but become
intelligent, technology-enabled institutions of
local production and prosperity. Yuktdhara now
offers them the opportunity to plan crop pat-
terns, assess soil health, map irrigation poten-
tial, and align their operations with scientific
planning. A PACS equipped with such tools
doesn't just serve farmers — it becomes a rural
data center, a productivity planner, and a micro-
enterprise hub.

Imagine the scale if every PACS integrates
Yuktdhara data into its seasonal planning, if
every Farmer Producer Organisation (FPO)
aligns its storage and marketing strategies
based on mapped resource availability, and if
every cooperative uses satellite inputs for
price prediction, logistics, and climate readi-
ness, then rural India will no longer be reactive-
it will be predictive, prepared, and prosperous.
This will directly feed into India's macroeco-
nomic health. 

The cooperative sector — currently contribut-
ing about 8-10 per cent to national GDP — can
scale toward 40 per cent by 2047, becoming the
largest distributed economic force in the
world. This is not just economic planning; this
is the cooperativeisation of growth, grounded
in Indian civilisational values and powered by

the best of indigenous technology.
All of this is in perfect alignment with the

Panch Pran articulated by the Hon'ble Prime
Minister  breaking free from colonial mindsets,
taking pride in our roots, fostering unity, ful-
filling our duties, and working toward a devel-
oped India. Yuktdhara is the very manifestation
of this mission. It allows every Panchayat to
move from dependence to direction, from
charity to choice, and from vulnerability to
vision. It links local action to national aspira-
tion and places the village at the heart of the
vikas yatra. In a world where digital tools are
often seen as elite artefacts, India is showing
that technology, when rooted in empathy, can
become the greatest equaliser. Yuktdhara is not
just a dashboard — it is a dharma. It does not
just show us the land — it reveals our respon-
sibility towards it. 

Marching to Viksit Bharat @2047  from PACS
to APEX approach  Yuktdhara laced by Co-op
Eco framework is turning every village into a
centre of intelligent, cooperative-led, and
marching towards Net Zero Emission .

And as we conclude this journey — from soil
to satellite, from PACS to Panchayat, from plans
to prosperity — it is only fitting to turn to the
timeless Vedic voice that has always guided
Bharat. In honour of that spirit, we offer this
humble verse: He who fastened the heavens
and steadied the earth,

Who upheld the light and created the firma-
ment, May He now shine through this union of
tools and thought,

May He inspire us to use knowledge for the
upliftment of all life. Let Yuktdhara be that light.
Let cooperatives be the bearers. And let every
village be the sacred yajna where technology
and tradition meet to forge a Viksit Bharat —
bold, balanced, and beautifully our own.

Relook at MGNAREGA through Yuktdhara:
Mapping the soul of Viksit Bharat
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Kushaagra NNandan is well versed in the
gambit of green energies and is upbeat
about India’s leadership role in lowering
carbon emission. Here he speaks candidly
about India’s quest for green energy — chal-
lenges, bottlenecks and solutions — that
could take india forward towards green and
clean future with India Business & Trade
(IBT), in arrangement with The Pioneer. Here
are the excerpts.

How iis IIndia pplaced ffor tthe  gglobal lleader iin
biofuel ttechnology?
India is uniquely positioned to become a
global leader in biofuel technology — not just
on cost, but through strategic strengths that
foster innovation and scale. Our diverse
agro-climatic zones demand adaptable,
multi-feedstock technologies, which natu-
rally drive R&D and innovation. Combined
with India's excellence in engineering, this
enables the development of scalable, afford-
able solutions tailored for both domestic and
global markets. Another key advantage is the
growing synergy between startups, acade-
mia, and policymakers in the clean energy
space — creating a dynamic ecosystem for
biofuel innovation. With a large and growing
domestic market demand for alternate
fuels, India is well placed to build and refine
biofuel models that are globally relevant.

According to IEA, India is poised to
become the fastest growing bioenergy
market in the world by 2030, expected to
contribute more than a third of global
bioenergy demand growth. 

Key initiatives like the National Bioenergy
Programme, SATAT, GOBARdhan, and
advancement in achieving E20 targets along
with net-zero objectives through just energy
transition reflect India's long-term commit-
ment to clean energy.

At RED, we're contributing to this nation-
al mission through our four integrated ver-
ticals-T-EPC, project development, feed-
stock aggregation, and product manufactur-
ing — covering the entire biofuel value chain.
As part of our efforts toward India's goal of
establishing 5,000 Compressed Biogas (CBG)
plants by 2030 under SATAT, we've launched
comprehensive engineering solutions for
small-scale CBG plants. These solutions
aim to bring innovation, quality, and afford-
ability to the forefront of the CBG sector, rein-
forcing India's potential to export complete
project solutions — from technology to
financing frameworks.
With EE20/E30 bblending ggoals, iis IIndia's
ecosystem ttruly rready?
India's E20 rollout marks a significant mile-

MUKESH
GUPTA

A credible and liquid carbon market will be a game-changer
India has the potential, resources and market demand to become a major player in the Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF) market, but it will 

take coordinated, strategic action across policy, infrastructure, and innovation

Solving India's battery waste
crisis with circular innovation
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punitive tariffs from the U.S.
Trump’s Executive Order, 

issued late on Wednesday, 
invoked national security 
and foreign policy concerns. 
It claimed India’s import of 
Russian oil—directly or in-
directly—posed an “unusual 
and extraordinary threat” to 
the United States.

The initial 25 per cent duty, 
announced earlier, comes 
into effect on August 7. The 
additional 25 per cent will 
take effect 21 days from the 
signing of the order, applica-
ble to all Indian goods enter-
ing U.S. territory—excluding 
shipments already in transit 
or meeting specific exemp-
tions.
“This rate of duty shall be ef-
fective with respect to goods 
entered for consumption, or 
withdrawn from warehouse 
for consumption, on or after 
12:01 a.m. Eastern Daylight 

Time, 21 days after the date 
of this order,” the official 
proclamation stated.

The Executive Order also 
leaves room for future revi-
sions, depending on evolv-
ing geopolitical develop-
ments, possible retaliatory 
action by affected countries, 
or any steps taken by India 
or Russia to address the so-

called national emergency.
The White House action 

follows a string of public re-
marks by Trump in recent 
days. On Tuesday, he told 
CNBC that India was “fu-
elling the war machine” by 
continuing Russian oil pur-
chases, adding, “If they’re 
going to do that, then I’m 
not going to be happy.”

India slams ‘unjust’ U.S. tariff hike PM Modi to visit to China 

‘Mockery of justice’: SC 
slams Allahabad HC

Revanth Reddy slams Centre

Manan Mishra slams Priyanka

Indian Army leads rescue ops
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the caste census and ap-
proving 42 per cent reserva-
tions in the state assembly,” 
he said.

However, he noted that the 
two Bills, sent to the Presi-
dent over four months ago, 
remain pending without 
any response.

Reddy termed the Centre’s 
inaction “a serious affront to 

the aspirations of backward 
communities”.

He further warned the BJP 
that failure to grant Presi-
dential assent would con-
firm its anti-BC stance and 
added that the Telangana 
government had requested 
an appointment with the 
President but had yet to re-
ceive any response.

Slamming the BJP, Re-

vanth Reddy said, “If the 
BJP government does not 
ensure approval for the BC 
Reservation Bills, the Con-
gress will work towards re-
moving it from power at the 
Centre.”

He said the Congress had 
been forced to protest both 
on the streets and in Par-
liament due to the Centre’s 
continued indifference.

guishing between civil 
and criminal matters. It 
also signals a commit-
ment to accountability, as 
evidenced by the unprece-
dented sanctions imposed 
on Justice Kumar.

To prevent similar mis-
carriages of justice, judges 
in both High Courts and 
lower courts must priori-
tise a clear understanding 
of jurisdictional boundar-
ies. Case studies like this 
should be used in judicial 
training to highlight the 
consequences of conflat-
ing civil and criminal law. 
High Courts across the 
country should issue clear 
guidelines or checklists to 
help determine whether a 

dispute involves criminal 
intent or can be resolved 
through civil remedies.

Further, appellate courts 
must exercise stricter scru-
tiny while hearing appeals 
or quashing petitions, and 
act promptly to dismiss 
baseless criminal proceed-
ings. Lower courts should 
be equally vigilant at the 
stage of registering FIRs or 
issuing summons, rejecting 
complaints that lack prima 
facie evidence of criminality 
and referring civil matters to 
the appropriate forums.

The Supreme Court’s rul-
ing serves as a wake-up call 
for the judiciary to address 
the misuse of criminal law 
in civil disputes and to up-
hold the integrity of the legal 
process.

strain. A key turning point 
came during the October 
2024 BRICS Summit in 
Kazan, where Modi and 
Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping agreed to a complete 
disengagement from all fric-
tion points along the Line of 
Actual Control (LAC). This 
led to the 21 October agree-
ment restoring pre-2020 pa-
trolling norms in Depsang 
and Demchok, including 
resumed grazing rights and 
military withdrawal.

Since then, both sides 
have cautiously resumed 
structured engagement, 
with significant steps such 
as the resumption of the 
Kailash Mansarovar Yatra, 
visa reinstatement for Chi-
nese nationals, and renewed 
backchannel dialogue on in-
vestment rules and supply 
chain frameworks.

According to officials 
familiar with the summit 
preparations, the visit “may 
help lay the groundwork 

for a mutual economic cali-
bration between India and 
China,” aimed at address-
ing long-standing concerns 
over trade imbalance, mar-
ket access, and investment 
safeguards. While no im-
mediate announcements 
are expected at the summit 
itself, structured dialogue is 
likely to follow in the near 
future.

This visit also comes 
against the backdrop of 
record-high bilateral trade, 
which continues despite on-
going geopolitical frictions. 
In FY2024–25, India im-
ported $113.5 billion worth 
of goods from China while 
exporting only $14.3 bil-
lion—resulting in a massive 
$99.2 billion trade deficit. 
This imbalance has been 
driven primarily by a surge 
in Chinese electronics, solar 
cells, and battery imports. 
In March 2025 alone, India’s 
imports from China jumped 
over 25% year-on-year to 
$9.7 billion, while exports 
to China declined by 14.5%.

The persistent economic 
asymmetry has intensified 
calls within India’s strategic 
establishment for a more 
balanced and regulated 
trade framework. Sugges-
tions include local produc-
tion mandates, market share 
caps in sensitive sectors, and 
national security vetting of 
FDI proposals.

Adding to the complex-
ity, the summit takes place 
even as the United States, 
under President Donald 
Trump, adopts an increas-
ingly adversarial stance to-
ward India. Trump recently 
lumped India together with 
China and Russia in a social 
media post while announc-
ing steep tariffs on Indian 
goods—despite temporar-
ily pausing hikes for certain 
partners. Indian officials 
have described this rhetoric 
as “deeply unhelpful,” es-
pecially at a time when New 
Delhi is managing multiple 
global partnerships.

Beijing, meanwhile, is 
expected to use the visit to 

subtly de-hyphenate its re-
lationship with India from 
that of Pakistan, reflecting 
a recalibrated regional ap-
proach. This is particularly 
significant given China’s vo-
cal and material support to 
Pakistan during Operation 
Sindoor, while Washington 
maintained a studied dis-
tance—something that has 
not gone unnoticed in In-
dian strategic circles.

As reported by this news-
paper in its March 2025 
piece, “Mutual Need Doc-
trine: Why India Holds the 
Cards with China and the 
US,” India’s status as one 
of the world’s largest con-
sumer markets gives it un-
precedented leverage over 
both Beijing and Washing-
ton. With China grappling 
with slowing growth and 
industrial overcapacity, and 
the U.S. tech sector betting 
heavily on India’s digital 
economy, New Delhi is 
uniquely positioned to de-
mand new terms of engage-
ment rather than passively 

accept them.
The piece argued that in-

viting Chinese capital under 
a tightly regulated regime—
with local sourcing require-
ments, market dominance 
thresholds, and profit rein-
vestment mandates—could 
help generate employment 
while reducing import de-
pendence. At the same time, 
such an approach would 
protect India from overex-
posure to any single power 
bloc, while giving Beijing 
access to one of the world’s 
largest markets—brimming 
with both hunger and ca-
pacity for consumption.

With External Affairs 
Minister S. Jaishankar and 
Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh having already laid 
the groundwork during the 
SCO ministerial meetings 
in June, the Prime Minis-
ter’s presence in Tianjin is 
being viewed as more than 
symbolic. It signals India’s 
intent to engage—but on 
sovereign terms, with clar-
ity and caution.

nary Centres.
Combat  engineering 

teams are on-site to as-
sist in clearing debris and 
restoring critical access 
routes. The Army helipad 
at Harsil has been declared 
operational, enabling three 
civil helicopters from Sa-
hastradhara, in coordina-
tion with the SDRF, to land 
at Bhatwari and Harsil for 
casualty evacuation and de-
livery of relief supplies.

Meanwhile, Chinook, Mi-
17, and ALH helicopters are 
on standby at Jolly Grant, 
Chandigarh and Sarsawa, 
pending clearance for fur-
ther troop and material 
airlifts.

Despite difficult terrain 
and inclement weather, the 
Indian Army continues to 
assist the civil administra-
tion in ongoing relief efforts 
across the disaster-hit re-
gion.

Trump Envoy Meets Putin Amid 
Sanctions Deadline
n	 US President Donald Trump’s envoy, Steve 

Witkoff, met Russian President Vladimir Putin 
in Moscow in a last-ditch bid to avert new US 
sanctions over the Ukraine war.

n	 The meeting follows Trump’s warning that Rus-
sia must agree to a peace deal by Friday or face 
economic penalties — including “secondary tar-
iffs” on countries buying Russian energy.

n	 Trump has expressed doubts about Putin’s in-
tentions. Witkoff’s visit comes amid heightened 
tensions and increased US military posturing.

IAF joins rescue ops in 
isolated Harsil valley
The Indian Air Force 
has launched a joint 
rescue mission in 
flood-hit Harsil, de-
ploying Mi-17 and 
ALH Mk-III chop-
pers from Bareilly 
and transport aircraft 
from Agra to Dehra-
dun. Relief material 
was loaded overnight 
despite heavy fog and 
rain. The IAF is coordinating with the Army to conduct 
sorties during brief weather clearances.

11 injured Army personnel 
airlifted to ITBP hospital
Uttarkashi Police confirmed that 11 injured Army per-
sonnel have been airlifted to the ITBP Hospital in Matli 
as part of ongoing relief and rescue efforts. Flash floods 
and landslides triggered by a cloudburst have wreaked 
havoc in Dharali, Sukhi Top, and Harsil, with operations 
continuing in full swing across affected zones.

The India News Survey on the Ma-
hadevi Elephant Vantara contro-
versy reveals strong public senti-
ment. 73% view shifting Hastini 

Mahadevi as an insult, while 64% 
oppose using elephants in religious 
rituals. Majority believe relocating 
the elephant might be a conspiracy, 

yet 61% support Vantara’s role in 
conserving wild animals.

A recent survey on the Uttarkashi 
cloud burst reveals growing concern 
over climate change and government 
preparedness. While 85% blame gla-

cier melting for disasters, 58% feel 
such events cannot be prevented. 
Though 51% support government 
efforts, 46% remain unconvinced. 

Public demand for stronger, proac-
tive disaster management and envi-
ronmental action is evident.
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56% of respondents said shifting Hastini Mahadevi  
to Vantara is a conspiracy.

85% believe that glacier melting is the main reason behind  
the increasing incidents of landslides and floods. 
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Q1. 
How do you view shifting 

Kolhapur’s ‘Hastini 
Mahadevi’ to Vantara?

Q1. 
Do you find the 

administration’s 
response effective 

after the cloud burst in 
Uttarkashi?

Q3. 
Is using elephants in 

religious rituals wrong?

Q3. 
Is glacier melting the main reason 
behind the increasing incidents of 

landslides and floods?

 Q2. 
How do you view 
religious saints and Jain 
communities calling 
“Return Madhuri and 
Boycott Jio” as scams?

 Q2. 
Do you believe that rapid 
glacier melting is responsible 
for the increasing incidents of 
landslides and floods in the 
Himalayan region?

 Q4. 
Could shifting Hastini 
Mahadevi to Vantara 
be a conspiracy?

 Q4. 
Has the central and state government taken 
all necessary measures to prevent such 
natural disasters?

Indian Air Force personnel land at 
Dehradun with relief and rescue 
material on Wednesday. (IAFANI 
Photo)

not tolerate such irrespon-
sible statements...”

Mishra’s comments came 
a day after Priyanka Gandhi 
defended her brother, Con-
gress MP Rahul Gandhi, 
in response to a stern ob-
servation made by the Su-
preme Court regarding his 

remarks on the India-China 
border issue.

On Tuesday, reacting to 
the court’s remarks, Pri-
yanka Gandhi said the issue 
was being misinterpreted 
and emphasised that Rahul 
Gandhi holds the Indian 
Army in the highest regard.

“They do not decide who a 

true Indian is. It is the job of 
the Opposition leader — it is 
his duty — to ask questions 
and challenge the govern-
ment. My brother would 
never say anything against 
the Army. He holds the 
Army in the highest respect. 
So, it is a misinterpretation,” 
Priyanka told ANI.
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In a significant move 
t o w a r d  f o s t e r i n g 
interfaith dialogue and 

communal harmony in India, 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh (RSS) chief Dr. Mohan 
Bhagwat recently met with 
prominent Muslim clerics 
and scholars in Delhi on 
July 24, 2025. The meeting, 
held at Haryana Bhawan, 
brought together senior 
RSS functionaries and 
influential Muslim leaders. 
This engagement has sparked 
widespread discussion 
about its implications, not 
only for Hindu-Muslim 
relations in India but also 
has the potential scope for 
Indian Muslim scholars 
in leading global Islamic 
reforms. As countries like 
Saudi Arabia and the UAE 
push for progressive changes 
within Islam, Indian ulemas 

are uniquely positioned to 
project a more inclusive, 
tolerant, and cooperative 
vision of the faith as they 
have a strong cult all 
over the world Muslims. 
However, this vision must 
address contentious issues 
such as the intolerance in 
Islamic teachings, the role 
of madrassas, and the need 
for mainstream educational 
integration to combat 
radicalism and promote 
peace.

Bhagwat’s outreach to Mus-
lim scholars is a continuation 
of the RSS’s efforts to bridge 
the communal divide in In-
dia, a country with a diverse 
population where Muslims 
constitute 14.2% (approxi-
mately 172.2 million people) 
of the population, making In-
dia home to the third-largest 
Muslim community globally. 
The meeting aimed to pro-
mote dialogue between Hin-
dus and Muslims, emphasis-
ing the need for reconciliation 
and mutual understanding 
for India’s progress. The 
Chief Imam of the All-India 
Imam Organisation, Dr. 
Umer Ahmad Ilyasi, de-
scribed the dialogue as posi-
tive, noting that it focused on 
ending hatred and fostering 

unity. This initiative follows 
previous engagements, such 
as Bhagwat’s 2022 meetings 
with Muslim intellectuals, 
which received endorse-
ments from key Islamic bod-
ies like Jamiat Ulema-e-Hind 
and Jamaat-e-Islami Hind.

The importance of this 
meeting lies in its potential 
to address longstanding ten-
sions between communities 
in India, particularly in light 
of recent incidents of commu-
nal discord. By engaging di-
rectly with Muslim religious 
leaders, the RSS, a prominent 
Hindu nationalist organisa-
tion, signals a willingness 
to move beyond historical 
mistrust and work toward 
a shared vision of national 
unity. The dialogue also re-
flects a broader recognition 
that India’s diverse society re-
quires collaborative efforts to 
address social, educational, 
and economic challenges 
faced by Muslims because 
of their orthodox culture. 
As Niaz Ahmed Farooqui of 
Jamiat Ulema-e-Hind noted, 
the Muslim community faces 
significant backwardness in 
education and employment, 
which often takes a backseat 
to communal issues. Bhag-
wat’s initiative could pave 
the way for addressing these 
structural challenges while 
promoting a narrative of co-
existence. Institutions such 
as Darul Uloom Deoband, 
the Barelvi movement, and 
the Tablighi Jamaat, hold 
significant influence not only 
within India but also glob-
ally. Darul Uloom Deoband, 
established in 1866, is one of 

the world’s largest Islamic 
seminaries and the birthplace 
of the Deobandi movement, 
which adheres to the Hanafi 
school of Sunni Islam. The 
institution has influenced Is-
lamic education and thought 
throughout by establishing 
thousands of madrassas 
worldwide, from South Af-
rica to Malaysia. The Barelvi 
movement, founded in 1904 
by Ahmed Razi Khan, rep-
resents a measure portion of 
India’s Sunni population and 
emphasises traditional Islam-
ic practices rooted in South 
Asian culture. The Tablighi 
Jamaat, founded by Muham-
mad Ilyas al-Kandhlawi in 
1926, is a global missionary 
movement focused on estab-
lishing radical Islam based 
on Quran & Hadish, with a 
strong presence in countries 
like Pakistan, Bangladesh, 
and South Africa.

These institutions have his-
torically played a dual role: 
spreading Islamic teachings 
while also influencing in 
social and political spheres. 
For instance, Jamiat Ulema-e-
Hind, closely associated with 
Deoband, was a key player 
in the making of Pakistan. 
These institutions have also 
faced criticism for certain 
fatwas and practices per-
ceived as regressive, such 
as bans on photography or 
restrictions on women work-
ing alongside men. Seeing 
this, their global reach posi-
tions Indian ulemas to lead 
reforms that could resonate 
worldwide, particularly in 
light of progressive changes 
in countries like Saudi Arabia 

and the UAE.
Saudi Arabia and the UAE 

have undertaken significant 
steps to modernise Islamic 
practices, emphasising in-
clusivity and moderation. 
Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030 
includes initiatives to curb 
extremist interpretations, 
promote women’s rights, 
and foster interfaith dialogue. 
The UAE has also displayed 
a vision of “tolerant Islam,” 
exemplified by the Abraham 
Accords and the establish-
ment of interfaith centers 
like the Abrahamic Fam-
ily House, construction of a 
Hindu Mandir in Abu Dhabi 
etc. These efforts show that 
reform within Islam is pos-
sible to its coexistence with 
other communities and civili-
sations with removing those 
atrocious and radical values 
of Islam including women’s 
rights which is almost half of 
the population, focusing on 
economic progress, gender 
equality, and coexistence 
with other faiths.

Indian Muslim scholars 
can draw inspiration from 
these models while leverag-
ing their own tradition. In-
stitutions like Darul Uloom 
Deoband have already shown 
openness to reform, such as 
denouncing terrorism in 
2008 and issuing fatwas 
against practices believed 
un-Islamic but they have 
contradicted many times. 
However, to lead global re-
forms, Indian ulemas must 
address contentious theo-
logical concepts like jihad, 
kafir (non-believer), and 
Darul Islam (land of Islam), 

which critics argue fuel in-
tolerance, division & enmity 
among communities. These 
terms are always exploited 
by extremist groups, whereas 
contradicted by many, this re-
quires nuanced reinterpre-
tation to align with modern 
values of equality and coex-
istence.

The belief that “almost 
every terrorist is Muslim” 
stems believed to-be from a 
complex interplay of geopo-
litical, social, and economic 
factors, but the fact of the 
matter is its solely religious 
doctrine. While it is not inac-
curate to attribute terrorism 
to Islam’s core tenets, certain 
interpretations of jihad and 
the binary of Darul Islam 
versus Darul Harb (land of 
war) have been co-opted by 
radical groups to justify vio-
lence. Indian scholars, with 
their deep understanding of 
Islamic jurisprudence, can 
help remove these narra-
tives by emphasising Islam’s 
teachings on peace, justice, 
and respect for all humanity. 

Madrassas, particularly 
those affiliated with the Deo-
bandi movement, have often 
been criticised for fostering 
radical ideologies.  Reform-
ing madrassa education can 
only be possible with removal 
of those atrocious verses of 
Quran and Hadith. With-
out doing so, its critical to 
countering radicalism and 
integrating Muslim youth 
into mainstream society. 
Incorporating subjects like 
science, mathematics, and 
vocational training along-
side religious studies can 

equip students with skills for 
modern economies, reducing 
their vulnerability to extrem-
ist ideologies.

India’s madrassa system 
is vast, with thousands of 
institutions educating mil-
lions of students. However, 
their isolation from main-
stream education often lim-
its opportunities for Muslim 
youth, perpetuating cycles of 
poverty and marginalisation. 
Initiatives to modernise ma-
drassas, such as those in Ut-
tar Pradesh, have introduced 
secular subjects, but broader 
implementation is needed. 
By aligning with national 
education standards and 
promoting critical thinking, 
madrassas can become cen-
ters of holistic learning rather 
than breeding grounds for 
divisive ideologies leading 
to terrorism.

Bhagwat’s engagement 
with Muslim scholars aligns 
with the RSS’s broader goal 
of nation-building through 
inclusivity. His meetings un-
derscore the importance of 
dialogue in addressing com-
munal tensions and fostering 
a shared identity. By engaging 
with influential Muslim insti-
tutions, Bhagwat is encour-
aging Indian ulemas to take 
a proactive role in reforming 
Islam from within, challeng-
ing narratives of intolerance, 
and promoting equality for 
women and non-Muslims.

For Indian Muslim clerics 
to lead global reforms, they 
must focus on several key 
areas:
Theological Reinterpreta-
tion: Scholars should revisit 

concepts like jihad and kafir, 
emphasising their contextual 
meanings and promoting 
interpretations that align 
with peace and coexistence 
& remove verses which are 
against a civilised society.
Madrassa Modernisation: 
Integrating mainstream edu-
cation into madrassa curri-
cula will empower Muslim 
youth and reduce the appeal 
of extremist ideologies.
Interfaith Dialogue: Con-
tinued collaboration with 
organisations like the RSS 
can build trust and dispel 
stereotypes, fostering a cul-
ture of mutual respect.
Women’s Empowerment: 
Addressing gender dispari-
ties within Islamic institu-
tions, inspired by reforms in 
Saudi Arabia, can enhance 
Islam’s image as a progres-
sive faith.
Global Outreach: Indian 
ulemas can leverage their 
institutions’ international 
networks to promote a tol-
erant and inclusive Islam, 
countering extremist nar-
ratives worldwide.

Bhagwat’s meeting marks 
a pivotal moment in India’s 
journey toward communal 
harmony and positions In-
dian Muslim institutions as 
potential leaders in global Is-
lamic reform. As India navi-
gates its diverse social fabric, 
such initiatives can pave the 
way for a more united and 
progressive future both 
within the country and on 
the global stage.
Gopal Goswami Ph.D. Is a re-
searcher, columnist, and social 
worker

In the pursuit of a Viksit 
Bharat—an empowered, 
developed India by 2047—
technology is both a corner-
stone and a catalyst. Guided 
by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s vision, India’s govern-
ment is not simply embrac-
ing Artificial Intelligence 
(AI), it is democratizing it, 
making advanced technol-
ogy accessible to every citi-
zen and sector. The IndiaAI 
mission stands testament to 
this ambition, with targeted 
interventions grounded in 
accountability, safety, fair-
ness, and the unwavering 
protection of human rights 
and privacy.

Building India’s AI 
Foundations
India’s bold initiative to de-
velop indigenous Large and 
Small Language Models, 
uniquely trained on Indian 
datasets, is pivotal. These 
foundational models are de-
signed to decode not just the 
words, but the rich contexts, 

dialects, and cultural nuanc-
es across healthcare, educa-
tion, agriculture, climate, and 
governance. Leading home-
grown AI startups—Sarvam 
AI, Soket AI, Gnani AI, and 
Gan AI—are on the front-
line, promising models that 
will be open source, fueling 
India’s vibrant startup eco-
system and ensuring innova-
tions remain India-centric.

Safe, Scalable 
Solutions
Central to this mission is 
the development of high-
end AI infrastructure—
massive GPU capacity to 
support research at scale, 
while the AIKosh datas-
ets platform curates over 
1,000 India-specific data-
sets and 200+ AI models. 
These resources are not just 
numbers: they are the back-
bone for inclusive solutions 
in health (such as AI-driven 
diagnosis of brain lesions), 
agriculture (Kisan Call 
Centre data powering farm 

advisories), and educa-
tion (multilingual Text-to-
Speech in Indian languag-
es). By ensuring privacy 
safeguards at every step, 
the mission ensures inno-
vation without compromis-
ing citizens’ rights.

The Next Frontier
India stands at the cusp of 
revolutionizing medical 
and healthcare education 
via AI. From adaptive learn-
ing platforms personalizing 
content for students in every 
corner of the country, to vir-
tual and augmented reality 
simulators for training doc-
tors and nurses with real-life 
precision. The fruits are tan-
gible—increased pass rates 
in medical licensing exams, 
more informed health work-
ers, and rural clinics empow-
ered by AI-driven diagnostic 
support.

Equally transformative is 
AI’s potential in real-time 
language translation and 
content contextualization, 
making world-class re-
sources available in Indian 
languages—a true democra-
tization of knowledge.

Public-Private 
Synergy
More than 30 AI-driven 
public interest applications, 
ranging from governance to 
climate, receive direct sup-
port under India AI. The 
IndiaAI Startups Global 
program, in collaboration 
with institutions like Sta-
tion F and HEC Paris, is 
empowering Indian start-
ups—PrivaSapien Technolo-
gies and Secure Blink among 
them—on the world stage, 
emphasizing cybersecurity 
and privacy.
 India’s approach to AI regu-
lation is unique—a techno-

legal model that balances 
innovation and protection. 
The establishment of the 
IndiaAI Safety Institute, 
stakeholder-inclusive 
frameworks for Respon-
sible AI, and robust legal 
provisions under the IT 
Act, Bharatiya Nyay San-
hita, Digital Personal Data 
Protection Act, and IT Rules 
ensure that deepfakes, mis-
information, and abuse are 
proactively curbed, not just 
reactively penalized. Invest-
ment in R&D at IITs further 
strengthens tools for deep-
fake detection, privacy, and 
cybersecurity.

India’s strategy isn’t just to 
legislate, but to innovate and 
set global benchmarks—an 
approach now recognized 
as India co-chairs the AI Ac-
tion Summit and hosts the AI 
Impact Summit in February 
2026.

Conclusion
India’s journey in AI is more 
than narratives of technologi-
cal catch-up—it’s a story of 
responsible leadership, in-
clusivity, and global aspira-
tion. By marrying policy with 
pragmatic innovation, and 
with an unwavering commit-
ment to fairness and human 
rights, India is shaping AI 
not only as a tool for empow-
erment within its borders but 
as a beacon for the world.

As we move towards Viksit 
Bharat, India reaffirms that 
technology, when rooted 
in ethics and inclusion, is 
the true elixir for human 
advancement—redefining 
healthcare, education, and 
global collaboration for gen-
erations to come.
Dr Kirit P. Solanki, former 
Lok Sabha MP and Sabarish 
Chandrasekaran, CEO and 
Co-Founder, MediSim VR

India’s AI revolution: Charting path for 
Viksit Bharat in healthcare, education

Dr. Mohan Bhagwat’s Dialogue with Islamic Scholars: 
A Step Toward Inclusive Reform Among Muslims

opinion
Gopal Goswami

opinion
Dr Kirit P. Solanki and 

Sabarish Chandrasekaran

Beyond tariffs, toward transformation: 
The India-UK free trade milestone

opinion
Dr. Monica B Sood

In the vast continuum of 
international economic re-
lations, there are moments 
that define not merely the 
trajectory of trade but the 
temperament of diplomacy. 
The recent India-UK Free 
Trade Agreement (FTA) is 
one such moment-more than 
a ceremonial accord, it is a 
substantive leap forward in 
how sovereign nations craft 
mutual prosperity in a mul-
tipolar world.

This agreement arrives 
at a pivotal juncture. India, 
today, stands on the cusp 
of monumental economic 
transformation. Under the 
governance of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, the 
country has shifted from 
being a passive recipient of 
global investment to a pro-
active architect of global 
partnerships. The Make 
in India, Digital India, and 
Start up India missions have 
not only reshaped domestic 
enterprise but have also posi-
tioned India as a formidable 
player in emerging and ad-
vanced sectors alike.

Against this backdrop, 
the India-UK FTA is not a 
mere act of liberalisation-it 
is a strategic handshake be-
tween two democracies with 
shared histories and evolv-
ing ambitions. For India, it 
signals enhanced market ac-
cess, regulatory easing, and 
the creation of a framework 
where goods, services, capi-
tal, and-most crucially-ideas 

can move freely.
Nowhere is the emotional 

and intellectual significance 
of this moment more deeply 
felt than in the corridors 
where policy was once only 
aspirational. I speak here not 
just as a commentator but as 
a participant in this journey. 
In October 2024, I addressed 
a conference in the House of 
Commons, UK Parliament, 
where I had the privilege of 
speaking about the future of 
India-UK bilateral relations 
by 2030 in the presence of 
Gareth Bacon, Member of 
Parliament for Orpington, 
England. It was there that 
I passionately articulated 
the urgency and potential 
of this trade partnership. I 
submitted a comprehensive 
memorandum to both Brit-
ish interlocutors and Indian 
economists, mapping out 
specific domains of collabo-
ration-from digital trade and 
education to healthcare and 
climate technology.

To now witness the ma-
terialisation of that vision, 
through this meticulously 
crafted FTA, is not only 
deeply gratifying but, I dare 
say, a milestone in India’s 
economic diplomacy.

This FTA has a broad scope 
and high ambitions. It slash-
es tariffs on key exports like 
textiles, engineering prod-
ucts, auto parts, and phar-
maceuticals allowing Indian 
companies to compete on a 
more level playing field in the 

British market. In exchange, 
the UK gets access to the vast 
and ever-expanding Indian 
middle-class economy-now 
an increasingly sophisticated 
consumer and an increas-
ingly ambitious and inven-
tive producer.

However, this is where the 
deal is unprecedented when 
it comes to services and digi-
tal trade. India has a natural 
associate partner in the UK 
as they complement in in-
formation technology, legal 
and consultancy services, 
fintech and telemedicine; 
and the UK has a comple-
mentary regulatory and 
finance ecosystem. Under 
the agreement, seamless data 
flow across borders, mutual 
recognition of professional 
qualifications and liberalised 
visa regimes are a few as-
pects that provide a playing 
field to Indian professionals.

This is no small victory. 
This is indicative of a larger 
reality: India no longer has 
a comparative advantage in 
cheap labour; it has compara-
tive advantage in skilled in-
tellect, regulatory maturity, 
and technological agility.

In my memorandum, I 
had identified several sec-
tors that required urgent 
convergence-education and 
research, healthcare innova-
tion, defence and security 
cooperation, climate sustain-
ability, and the globalisation 
of Ayurveda. Each of these 
has found resonance in the 
FTA’s framework.

Education and research 
exchanges in particular-the 
possibility of British univer-
sities establishing collabora-
tions or outposts or satellite 
campuses in India are now 
very much on the table. Mov-
ing beyond scholarships to 
well-defined, collaborative 
research -particularly in 

quantum computing, AI, 
and space sciences.

My suggestion of inte-
grating Ayurvedic systems 
from India into the UK, as 
part of collaborative care 
models possibly through 
the National Health Service 
(NHS), is being adopted with 
exceptional support, and in 
the healthcare field. As ho-
listic health continues to 
gain acceptance around the 
globe, Ayurvedic practices 
may also be used together 
with Western systems to 
relieve some of the burden 
on public health services, 
providing preventive and 
integrative approaches to 
chronic disease.

In the area of climate, both 
countries have pledged col-
laboration on renewable 
energy projects, transfers 
of technology, and break-
throughs in electric mobil-
ity – all essential to a planet 
whose health cannot be del-
egated or deferred.

This moment is not acci-
dental. It is the product of 
vision, persistence, and stra-
tegic maturity. I am proud to 
have played a modest role in 
nudging this vision into reali-
ty from the floor of the House 
of Commons to the desks of 
Indian policymakers.

The India-UK trade deal 
is not simply a document, 
it is a statement of intent, a 
blueprint for transformation, 
and a symbol of two nations 
choosing convergence over 
complacency. As we look 
ahead to 2030, we are no 
longer writing a memoran-
dum of hope. We are living 
its first chapters.

Dr. Monica B. Sood is a socio-
economic strategist, Speaker at 
the 2024 India–UK Conference 
held at the House of Commons, 
UK Parliament. 
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Ideologies separate us. Dreams and anguish bring us together.
Eugene Ionesco

US under Trump is a ‘fair-weather friend’
India’s course must re�ect its own strategic calculus and democratic 
priorities, not the turbulence of another country’s mood swings

When President Donald Trump an-
nounced that India would face 
a 25 per cent tari� from August, 

alongside a penalty for purchasing arms 
and energy from Russia, the declaration 
arrived wrapped in the language of friend-
ship strained by what he called “unfair 
trade”. This is a show of power that India 
must neither accept nor bow before.

The choice of words —“fair-weather 
friend”— is no accident. It points to the 
price India is now asked to pay and the 
doubt that shadows any promise of friend-
ship o�ered under conditions. In Washing-
ton’s telling, the bond holds only if India 
aligns its choices with American prefer-
ences, buys what it is told, and distances 
itself from long-standing partners deemed 
inconvenient to the US.

For India, the lesson must be clear: a 
sovereign nation cannot barter critical 
choices — from who supplies its energy to 
how it shapes its digital future — simply to 
appease a partner that might turn tomor-
row. India’s course must re�ect its own 
strategic calculus and democratic prior-
ities, not the turbulence of another coun-
try’s mood swings.

These tari�s will sting, of course. But 
they are far from an existential threat. In-
stead, they should serve as a wake-up call 
to confront the structural challenges we 
have too o�en deferred. For years, we have 
delayed reforms that would give our indus-
tries greater internal agility, help manu-
facturing scale globally, and unlock more 
commercially enabling regulations.

These are the very changes that would 
bring true domestic self-su�ciency and 
allow Indian products to command a pre-
mium abroad. A fair trade agreement must 
ultimately make Indian lives better, not 
worse.

History shows that nations modernising 
under pressure, but on their own terms, 
emerge stronger. The months ahead will 
test India’s resolve to blend openness with 
sovereignty and the ability to reform, in-
cluding administrative ones. At home, 
India must act on what external pressure 
cannot force. We must liberate the econo-
my from bureaucratic inertia and reform 
on a war footing. Regulations should be 
transparent, rational, and applied fairly, 
not form a maze that deters entrepreneurs 
and investors.

India has rightly resisted American de-

mands to open its agricultural and dairy 
markets, arguing that such concessions 
would imperil the livelihoods of millions 
of small farmers. For decades, New Delhi 
has chosen to shield these sectors from 
trade pacts, not out of protectionism 
alone, but from a conviction that food 
security and rural stability are pillars of 
national interest.

A sense that New Delhi gave way on 
agriculture or dairy could provoke a 
backlash, not just from the opposition 
but within the ruling coalition, where ru-
ral livelihoods remain central. In India’s 
democracy, the political price of appear-
ing to trade away hard-won independ-
ence could far outweigh any short-term 
economic gain.

India must also hold the line on sec-
tors where national interest is non-nego-
tiable. Agriculture and dairy are not mere 
economic variables; they are tied to rural 
livelihoods, social stability, and food se-
curity. Conceding on these under duress 
would sacri�ce millions at the altar of a 
�eeting trade peace.

Beyond trade numbers, there is a stra-
tegic contest unfolding in technology, 
data, and emerging industries. Washing-
ton’s real objective may well be to keep 
India’s digital infrastructure and critical 
supply chains tethered to American plat-
forms and intellectual property. In areas 
like emerging and disruptive technolo-
gies, possibly the geopolitical suprem-
acy tools of this century — semiconduc-
tors, cybersecurity, and AI — the United 
States would naturally prefer India as a 
downstream partner rather than an au-
tonomous peer.

Accepting this as the hidden price of a 
trade détente would be a grave strategic 
mistake. India must instead use this mo-
ment to invest in indigenous capability, 
enforce full data localisation, and shape 
standards that re�ect its own sovereign 
interests.

India must also stand �rm in defend-
ing its digital and data moats, even if 
doing so hits at entrenched Big-Tech 
hegemonies and India’s own painful 
dependencies currently. Today, vast 
swathes of India’s digital economy run 
atop US-owned cloud infrastructure, 
rely on American app ecosystems, and 

depend on digital advertising platforms, 
whose algorithms are built and governed 
elsewhere.

India’s response will be watched far 
beyond Delhi and Washington. Middle 
powers across Asia, Africa, and Latin 
America are observing whether a large 
democracy can hold its ground against 
superpower pressure without retreating 
on sovereignty.

Tari�s and penalties linked to India’s 
purchase of Russian energy raise a larg-
er question too. No single partner should 
hold a veto over our energy basket. Stra-
tegic autonomy in this century demands 
that India diversify its energy sources, 
from West Asian oil and Russian sup-
plies to domestic renewables. That alone 
can ensure no external crisis or bilateral 
dispute jeopardises our energy security.

In a move that exposes the wily cur-
rents of ‘great-power’ geopolitics, Trump, 
only hours later, announced a fresh ener-
gy deal with Pakistan to jointly tap its oil 
reserves—and even hinted that Pakistan 
might one day export oil to India.

Above all, India cannot remain pli-
ant in friendship with the United States 
while ignoring its longstanding ties with 
Russia. True strategic autonomy means 
preserving old partnerships even as we 
build new ones and never allowing any-
one to dictate whom we may engage.

Sovereignty in trade does not mean 
turning inward or rejecting global com-
merce. India’s challenge is to integrate 
deeply into global value chains while 
building domestic capabilities and pro-
tecting vital sectors. Ultimately, sover-
eignty in trade is not an abstract doctrine. 
It is the right of over a billion citizens, 
through democratic institutions, to de-
cide the nation’s economic destiny. A 
deal signed under pressure or framed by 
external red lines would betray that dem-
ocratic mandate.

Indian negotiators note that these 
tari�s may be temporary, with talks pro-
gressing towards a deal by autumn.  If 
Washington truly seeks partnership, it 
must understand that India’s resilience 
is born not of isolationism. True friends 
respect sovereignty; true leaders reform 
from conviction, not fear.

 -- FPJ
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harassed in India and they cannot even 
eat the food of their choice or do their 
business as the harassment continues 
all the time.  In a democratic country 
everyone has a right and freedom to 
practice their own faith. We have Hindu 
friends and neighbours in Goa where 
we take part in each other’s religious 
festivals. Let us live in peace in India as 
India is our homeland too like yours.
RONNIE DSOUZA, Chandor

The one per cent that 
controls our lives
As per recent news only 1 per cent of 
households controls around 60 per 
cent of the total wealth in India. This 1 
per cent manipulates the stock market, 
and while they earn pro�ts, many su�er 
huge losses. The 1 per cent promotes 
over consumption to run their business 
and contribute to waste generation and 
pollution of air, water, and land. This 1
per cent conducts land deals that cause 

THE INBOX >> I
Time to boost our State’s 
agricultural productivity
How dependent we in Goa are on our 
neighbouring states like Karnataka 
and Maharashtra is borne out by the 
data shared recently at the ongoing 
Assembly session by the Goa State Hor-
ticultural Corporation Limted (GSHCL). 
According to the report, a whopping 
12,000-13,000 tonnes of onions and po-
tatoes each, are imported annually by 
the state, in addition to smaller imports 
of brinjal, cucumber , drumsticks , etc. 
A very dismal picture of our Agricultural 
Department even a�er 6 decades, given 
that Goa is essentially an agricultural 
state . It is time  we step  up our agricul-
tural productivity by resorting to modern 
methods and technology In farming so 
that our farmers can earn a decent price 
for their crops and the people  of Goa 
are not subjected to exorbitant prices 
for their daily requirements  and do not 
have to depend on other states.
AF NAZARETH, Alto Porvorim

Christian nuns and priests 
targeted on false charges
It is really sad and hurting to see 
right-wing Hindu groups targeting our 
Christian priests and nuns. Christians 
are peace loving and we don’t promote 
violence but in the name of conversion, 
these groups are targeting our religious 
people who are serving the people. 
Keeping  silent doesn’t mean that you 
can take the law in your hands. False 
cases are registered by passing an-
ti-conversion bill. Our Christian church-
es are burned, priests are beaten in 
daylight, nuns who are helping the poor 
and needy people are raped and insult-
ed in public,where we have recently 
seen that two nuns were harassed for 
conversion and human tra�cking where 
the false cases are registered and wom-
en are insulted. Even the Muslims are 

deforestation and the �lling of water 
bodies, contributing to global warming, 
climate change, and natural calamities 
that a�ect many. This 1 per cent takes 
huge loans from �nancial institutions 
and fail to repay them, causing inflation 
and stress in job markets, resulting in 
unemployment. This 1 per cent pays 
huge bribes, fueling corruption that 
persists, resulting in poor infrastructure 
and governance, leading to casualties 
in disasters. This 1 per cent controls 
politicians through sponsorship, and 
the decisions of these politicians impact 
the lives and standards of living of the 
masses.
ALWYN FERNANDES, Benaulim

Sangolda school giving 
nightmares for motorists
A prominent Delhi-based high school 
situated at Sangolda is seen giving 
nightmares (especially in the mornings, 
a�ernoons and sometimes even in 
the evenings) for commuters using the 
Sangolda-Alto Porvorim highway road 
as parents are seen parking their four 
wheelers right across this particular road 
strech while dropping/picking up their 
children in/from the above school and 
in the bargain causing massive tra�c 
jams daily. Due to the above problem, 
almost everyone, from o�ce goers, 
students of other schools/colleges, 
local taxi drivers, people going to catch 
their flights at the Dabolim Airport, etc 
are seen getting stuck at the above men-
tioned road stretch and �nding it very 
di�cult to even reach their respective 
destinations on time. Well, the manage-
ment of the said high school should take 
a very serious note of the above problem 
and decide to have their own extended 
parking space within their property or 
else should shi� their school to a less 
conjusted place and give a major relief 
to those using this Sangolda-Alto Por-
vorim highway road.
JERRY FERNANDES, Saligao

Corrupt p’yat secretaries need to be terminated
There appears to be ample proof of irregularities by Sancoale 
Secretary Orville Vales who now has been suspended recently by 
the Goa government. However key questions still remain. Why 
did it need to be raised by opposition for the Govt to act? Which 
minister was protecting him so far? Is he just suspended now to 
calm the storm and when all noise dies down, will he be reinstat-
ed (as we have seen recently being done with some bureaucra-
cy who have been proven to  be guilty)? Will he be terminated 
as there is clear evidence of the same?  Will his assets/wealth 
under his and relatives names be investigated for any irregulari-
ties?  Will Panchayat secretaries of other village Panchayats now 
be investigated wherever complaints are made by citizens or, will 
the CM/Panchayat Minister look the other way and protect these 
allegedly corrupt o�cials ?  I think it’s important for citizens to 
pursue the case and ensure his termination; even legally if the 
Govt tries to protect/reinstate him in the near future. This must 
set a precedent on how other corrupt secretaries have to be dealt 
with.
ARWIN MESQUITA, Colva

OPEN SPACE >> 

Govt needs to back ‘khell 
tiatr’, ‘zomnivoilo khell’

Chief Minister Pramod Sawant has reportedly announced that the state gov-
ernment is actively working towards securing national-level recognition 
for tiatr, Goa’s popular and deeply-rooted theatrical art form. It is a fact 

that tiatr has already made its mark in 28 countries across the globe. It may be 
recalled that South Goa Member of Parliament, Captain Viriato Fernandes, had 
called for the recognition of tiatr by UNESCO as a cultural and heritage treasure. 
Speaking during the zero hour in Parliament recently, Fernandes urged the Min-
istry of Culture to establish a task force in collaboration with the Government of 
Goa and members of the tiatr community to facilitate the process of securing 
UNESCO inscription for tiatr. While these steps are most welcome by tiatr lovers, 
it must be said that the grassroots of the tiatr art form which are ‘khell tiatr’ and 
‘zomnivoilo khell’, which is performed during village feasts and occasions like 
Carnival, also need a boost as they have historical importance.  The state gov-
ernment needs to �nancially support the ‘khell tiatrs’ and ‘zomnivoilo khell’. 
It is necessary to preserve the traditional folk drama by boosting local talent.

ADELMO FERNANDES, Vasco

Satya Pal Malik, 79, former Goa governor, passed away at 
Delhi’s Ram Manohar Lohia Hospital on Tuesday a�er a 
prolonged illness. Malik had been undergoing treatment 
for kidney-related complications. A chequered chapter of 
courage, conviction and controversies came to a close, a 

chapter where pages of Goa were inscribed �rmly.
In the contemporary political era, where most governors adopt a 

subdued, apolitical stance, serving primarily as ceremonial �gures 
to ‘high commands’ or diplomatic intermediaries, Malik stood out as 
a rare exception. His outspoken nature, unwavering principles, and 
bold confrontations with both the establishment and the government 
have le� an indelible legacy of courage and integrity. Malik’s journey 
from a seasoned politician to a vocal critic encapsulates a unique nar-
rative of de�ance in an era dominated by political conformity.

Malik’s outspoken traits took Goa by storm during the Covid phase. 
Unlike the typically diplomatic governors that Goa had, who acted as 
mere rubber-stamps, Malik openly criticised the state government’s 
Covid response and made open charges of corruption. His public 

comments opposing the proposed con-
struction of a new governor’s house and 
the mishandling of ration distribution 
underscored his bravado in confronting 
the system. Such frankness, especially in 
the politically sensitive environment of 
Goa, especially when the “double engine” 
sarkar was in full steam, has been unprec-
edented, and it is such strong posturing 
that people and leaders began looking at 

the governor as a mediator.
Malik’s outspokenness was not exclusive to Goa. From his early days 

as a socialist student leader to his election to the Uttar Pradesh As-
sembly, and subsequently as a member of Rajya Sabha and Lok Sab-
ha, Malik’s trajectory re�ects his deep engagement with public issues. 
His tenure as governor across four states — Bihar, Jammu and Kash-
mir, Goa, and Meghalaya — was a testimony to his adaptability and 
commitment to service. It is his tenure in Jammu and Kashmir, during 
some of its most tumultuous times, that truly de�ned his legacy.

In August 2018, Malik was appointed the last governor of Jammu 
and Kashmir before the abrogation of Article 370. During this period, 
he witnessed historic events — the Pulwama attack, which claimed 40 
CRPF lives, and the subsequent revocation of Jammu and Kashmir’s 
special status in August 2019. Malik’s candid critique of the govern-
ment’s handling of these crises distinguished him from his predeces-
sors. He openly questioned security lapses and accused the central 
government of indi�erence, hinting at political motives behind the 
events. His assertions about intelligence failures and security lapses, 
although controversial, re�ected his willingness to confront uncom-
fortable truths. His support for farmers’ protests against the central 
laws, even at the cost of his relationship with the BJP, exempli�es his 
commitment to principles over partisan loyalty.

Malik led on his terms, a politician who refused to be con�ned by 
party lines or political decorum. He leaves behind a legacy that may 
be tough to follow because, in current-day politics, it is di�cult for 
governors to embrace honesty and boldness and be outspoken. To-
day’s era is o�en characterised by strategic silence and fear.

Malik’s outspoken traits serve as a reminder of the vital role integri-
ty and courage play in leadership. His journey tells us that true states-
manship involves speaking truth to power, standing �rm on convic-
tions, and prioritising public interest over political convenience. We 
need governors with an unwavering resolve to uphold honesty and 
serve as a voice for the voiceless.

Malik leaves behind
legacy of courage
and integrity 

His journey tells us that 
true statesmanship 
involves speaking truth 
to power, standing 
�rm on convictions, 
and prioritising public 
interest over political 
convenience
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