"8 | FINANCIAL EXPRESS
O

Il"ﬁ@,

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2025

Saving young lives

The steady decline in India’s infant mortality
rate shouldn’t lead to complacency

ATEST FINDINGS FROM the Sample Registration System show
that, for the first time, India’s birth and death rates have fallen to
nearlyhalftheirlevels from 50yearsago.Thisis a positive reflection
of the foundations for healthcare, family planning,and social wel-
farelaid in the decades since Independence. Most encouragingly, the infant
mortalityrate (IMR) has continued its steady decline, falling from 40in 2013
to25in 2023 —areductionof 37.5%.IMR,defined asthe number of infants
dyingbefore theirfirstbirthdayper 1,000live births,is one of the most criti-
cal measures of health standards. Between 2013 and 202 3, the rural IMR
fell from 44 to 28,while the urban IMRdropped from 27 to 18.Yet dispariti-
es persist: states such as Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, and Uttar Pradesh
reported thehighestIMRat 37,while Manipurwasat the otherend of the sp-
ectrumwithjust 3.While the findingsbodewell, theyalso showthat the coun-
try still lags several of its neighbours,with Chinaleading the region at 4.5.

Aswithall statistics,some caveats remain.Thewide gap between the states
with the highest and lowest IMRs—37 in Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
and Chhattisgarh,compared with 3 in Manipur—shows that outcomesvary
sharplyacross statelines.Rural-urban differencesarealsosignificant,under-
scoring that national figures are an average of highly uneven conditions.
Importantly,when compared to ourneighbours,some Indian states perform
at parand even better—Kerala (5), Goa (6),Sikkim (6),and Manipur(3)areall
within or below the range of Sri Lanka and China. However,improvements
are still needed, particularly in implementation.

India’s two flagship maternal and child health programmes—the Janani
Suraksha Yojana (JSY),a conditional cash transfer scheme, and the Janani
Shishu Suraksha Karyakram (JSSK),which provides free maternaland neona-
tal services—are funded through the National Health Mission. Estimates
suggest that utilisation under JSY was about 8 7% in FY24, while JSSK has
also expanded access to services and increased institutional deliveries (over
809%).A 2025 study in the Cureus journal notes that the persistence of wide
regional disparities points tothe need forimproving quality of caretoensure
equity. It further argues that given the scale of these programmes, a com-
prehensive restructuring may be required to plug leakages.

While smaller neighbouring nations such as Sri Lanka or Bhutan do not
have the sharpvarianceslike India does,lessons can be drawn from them,as
well as China, which despite having the largest population, has the lowest
IMRintheregion.Sri Lankahasinvested in freeand universal publichealth-
care for decades, resulting in near-complete institutionalised births,and
Bhutanactively utilises community participation despite being strapped for
resources.Thelatteris something India can do.The Cureus study states that
India’s accredited social health activists “playa vital role in connecting with
pregnant women within communities and can be further empowered to
provide enhanced support and advice” China’s high score can be attributed
toits stringent emphasis on hospital deliveries across regions (above 99%).
The current figures should certainly bolster optimism, but they are also a
reminder that policies and implementation must continue to improve if
India is to bring down its IMR further. Only then can this critical aspect of
health and social well-being fit seamlessly into the India@?2047 vision.

BMW, the anti-Tesla, is
playing EV long game

IT'S EASY TO be gloomy about European automakers facing intense competition
from technologically sophisticated and lower cost rivals like BYD and Xiaomi. But at
leastoneWestern manufacturerisaiming toconvince customersand investorsit can
competewith thebest that China orTesla offer—and I reckon BMWmight have found
asweet spot.On Friday,the German automaker unveiled the electric iX3 sport utility
vehicle.Carlaunchesare generally overhyped and quickly forgotten,but this one mat-
ters: It showcases the advanced hardware and software that will underpin future BMW
models, both battery-driven and gasoline-powered.

Dubbed Neue Klasse, in homage to the mid-range models that saved BMW from
financial ruin in the 1960s, its new technological building blocks will enable greater
battery driving range, faster charging,and a much better user experience. BMW says
theiX3 canbedriven as faras 805 km before plugging in; a 10-minute charge deliv-
ersarange of more than 370km.Representing more than $11.7 billion of investment
and about five years in the making, BMW’s big reset looks to have been well calibrat-
ed foran erawhen autosare evaluated more for their software chops than horsepower.

Auto journalists have been impressed by the responsive driving dynamics and
futuristic cabin—instead of the usual instrument cluster, a panoramic display stre-
tches across the entire windscreen. BMW has also adopted a cleaner exterior design
language: There’s no sign of the oversized grilles that blighted some recent models.

It’s rare for BMW to make such a big splash; the company prioritises long-term
thinking while its executives try to avoid controversy or theatrics. Almost half of
BMW’s shares are controlled by the billionaire Quandt family, whose calmness and
low-profile couldn’t be more different than Elon Musk’s grandstanding.

The Munich-based companywas criticised a fewyears ago forrefusing tojoin the
stampede for EVs even as European rivals were vowing to go all-electricby the end of
thedecade. BMW’s management insisted providing customerswitha choice of elect-
ric,hybrid,gasoline or hydrogen-powered vehicleswould be essential foryears to come
because the transition would happen gradually. BMW learned this lesson the hard
way: It was an earlyleaderin EVs,but demand forits quirkyi3
hatchback,launched in 2013, proved disappointing.

Its factorieswere duly equipped to produce several power-
trainvariants on the same productionlinewhile its current EVs
are styled to look similar to their combustion engine equiva-
lentstoavoid putting off customers. BMW’s stubbornness has
been proven right: While Mercedes-Benz Group, Porsche and
Volvo Car have watered down their electrification ambitions
amid several high-profile EV flops, BMW has stuck to its phi-
losophy of technological opennessand continues toexpect EVs
to contribute more than 50% of its sales in 2030.

Itnowoffers EVsinall key segmentsand these have proven
ahit—even before the arrival of the latest Neue Klasse tech.In
thefirsthalf of thisyear,EVs made upaquarterof BMW’s deliv-
eries in Europe,where its battery-powered models were outsold only by Volkswagen
and Tesla. Admittedly, BMW is struggling in China, where it’s downsizing its dealer
network following a loss of market share. It’s also facing a financial hit from US tar-
iffs,albeit one it can offset by exporting vehicles more cheaply from its US factory to
Europe (these are expected to be subject to zero tariffs instead of 10%).

Nevertheless, BMW has coped far better with these headaches than some of its
peers.While Porsche has repeatedly cut earnings guidance this year and is poised to
be ejected from Germany’s blue-chip DAX Index,BMW has stuckbyits forecast forits
automotive activities to achieve an operating margin of between 5% and 7% in
2025—notbad,although belowits usual target of 8-109%.With the heavyinvestments
forNeue Klassenowbehind it,and the batteriesinits upcoming EVs set to cost farless
than prior models, BMW’s margins should improve in coming years.

While the company’s shares have outperformed its peers this year, BMW’s €56
billion market capitalisation isn’t much higher than its €45 billion of automotive-
related net financial assets; and it’s just a sliver of Tesla’s over $1 trillion valuation. It
likely won’t change until BMW proves it can still charge premium prices for its new
products when high-tech models like Xiaomi’s YU7 SUV cost comparatively little.

Nevertheless,BMWhas earned theright to takeabigriskwith the Neue Klasseand
has clearly thought very carefully about it. Europe’s auto industry can’t avoid a reck-
oning—but I'm confident BMW can.
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N SEPTEMBER 2, Bhu-
baneswar became the
first Indian city to re-
lease an Integrated Heat
and Cooling Action Plan
(IHCAP) to comprehensively tackle two
growing crises—rising heat stressand the
explosion inair conditioning demand.

Heat stress is not new to India. Over
the past two decades, the country has
experienced increasingly frequent and
intense heatwaves that have claimed
thousands of lives, reduced worker pro-
ductivity, and strained health systems.
But the crisis has changed. Cities are now
caughtinavicious cycle of heatand cool-
ing—higher temperatures and humidity
drive up air-conditioning use, which
worsens the urban heat island (UHI)
effect and greenhouse gas emissions.
This, in turn, makes cities even hotter—
and more dependent on cooling.

It is precisely this cycle that Bhuban-
eswar’s IHCAP seeks to break. It is India’s
first city-level plan that integrates urban
planning, green buildings, sustainable
cooling, and heat adaptation measures
under one umbrella.

A city on the frontline of heat

Bhubaneswar has long been one of
India’s most heat-affected cities.Overthe
last four decades, average temperatures
and humidity levels have risen steadily
acrosstheyear.Even moreworryingisthe
rise in night-time temperatures, which
robs people of relief and increases health
risks. Today, heat stress stretches from
February to October. According to the
India Meteorological Department's (IMD)
“feelslike”index,which uses temperature
and humidity to measure heat stress, the
city endured nearly 230 days of yellow or
orange heatalertsin 2024.

Rapid urbanisation has further com-
pounded heat stress. Between 2018 and
2024, Bhubaneswar’s built-up area
grewby 23%,while vegetation declined
by nearly 10% and water bodies by a
staggering 75%.Theresultisafarmore
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Note:Bhubaneshwar's IHCAP is developed
by iIFOREST in collaboration with the
Singapore-ETH Centre, which is running the
Cooling Singapore program.

pronounced UHI effect, with the city
now 2 to 5°C hotter than surrounding
rural areas.

The impacts are already evident. Out-
door workers—from construction crews
to street vendors—lose 20-30% of pro-
ductivity and wages to heat stress. Over-
all,thecitylost 8.6% of itsannual income
due to heat stress. At the same time, AC
ownership has more than doubled in just
two years, rising from 6% of households
in 2021 to 15% in 2023. Cooling now

accounts for one-third of the city’s elec-
tricity use—and nearly two-thirds in the
peak summer months.

Looking ahead, the situation could
worsen dramatically. Under an interme-
diate climatewarmingscenario,a“normal
hot day” in 2050 will feel like today’s
extreme heat days.The city, therefore,will
have torely on cooling to survive.Undera
business-as-usual (BAU) scenario, there-
fore, electricity demand from cooling
couldrise 7.6 timesby 2050 compared to
current levels.

What the IHCAP offers

Against thisbackdrop,Bhubaneswar’s
IHCAP lays out a comprehensive five-pil-
lar strategy:

Coolthecity: Expand greenery,revive
water bodies, promote cool roofs, and
redesign streets to reduce UHL

Cool buildings: Implement energy
conservationbuilding codesand promote
climate-responsive designs toreduce heat
absorption and enhance indoor comfort.

Sustainable cooling for all: Ensure
accesstoaffordable,efficient,and climate-
friendly cooling solutions such as efficient
fansand ACs, district cooling systems,and
white roofs for low-income homes.

Enhanceheatresilience: Strengthen
electricity, water, and health systems;
build cooling sheltersand provide cool bus
stops and public water kiosks.

Adapt to heat: Update heat alert
thresholds to account for humidity and
night-time temperatures, provide insur-
ance to vulnerable workers, and expand
awareness campaigns.

If implemented effectively, these
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interventions could reduce surface tem-
peraturesby0.5-9.4°C,dependingonthe
type of measure,and cut thecity’s cooling-
related electricity demand by 44-67%
compared to the BAU scenario.

Beyond Bhubaneswar

The THCAP connects two national
policies that have so far worked in silos.
The India Cooling Action Plan (ICAP) of
the environment ministry promotes
sustainable coolingand the Heat Action
Plan (HAP) of the National Disaster
Management Authority (NDMA)
(focusses primarily on earlywarning and
heat adaptation. By unifying them, the
THCAP offers a comprehensive frame-
work to address heat stress that other
cities can adapt and adopt.

Scaling this framework, however, will
require significant policy reforms. The
NDMA’s HAPguidelines must be updated
toinclude heat mitigation and sustainable
cooling measures. City master plans and
building codes will also need revision. For
example, the Energy Conservation and
Sustainable Building Code, 2024, for com-
mercial and institutional buildings and
the Eco-Niwas Samhita 2024 forresiden-
tial buildings cover only a fraction of
upcoming construction.In Bhubaneswar,
just 25% of commercialand institutional
buildings and a mere 1.5% of residential
construction fall under these codes. Like-
wise, master plans do not consider UHI,
heat mitigation strategies,or the need for
heat-resilient infrastructure.

By mid-century, India will be home to
600-700million urban residents,most of
theminheat-stressed cities.Without inte-
grated action,we risk a future where out-
door work becomes unsafe for millions,
inequality deepens,and cities completely
rely on cooling appliances to survive.

Bhubaneswar’s THCAP, however,
shows that cities can avoid this dystopian
futureand break thevicious cycle of heat
and cooling through scientific model-
ling, innovative planning, and forward-
looking policy.

Double down on domestic oil and gas

ONAUGUST 6, US President Donald Tru-
mp signed an executive order adding a
25% tariff (beyond an earlier 25% impo-
sed in July) on certain Indian imports be-
cause New Delhi continues tobuydiscou-
nted Russian crude, raising the effective
rate to 50%. The ministry of external aff-
airs described theactionsas“unfair,unjus-
tified and unreasonable”,and “extremely
unfortunate” TheWhite House order exp-
licitly linked the measure to India’s purc-
hases of Russian oil. Markets have already
begun pricing the geopolitical risk,and
Indian exporters,of goodsfromleatherto
lightengineering,arebracing forthe addi-
tional bazooka. For an economy that im-
ports the bulk of its crude, the tariff lands
squarelyon the country’senergysecurity.

Thiscomesatatimewhen India’sene-
rgy appetite is expected to grow rapidly,
driven by industrialisation and urbanisa-
tion; in fact the needs are existential. The
ministry of statistics reported that in
FY24, crude oil imports rose to 234.26
million tonnes.Import dependence rema-
ined highataround 89%forcrudeoiland
25.86% for coal,according to the ministry
of petroleum and natural gas.

A domestic push linked to

structural reform

India’s long-term resilience depends
onhow effectively it develops its own res-
erves.Asof April 2024, the country’scrude
oilreservesstood at 671.40 million tonn-
es,but productionin FY24 wasjust 29.36
million tonnes.This mismatchinthenew
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urgency underscores the need for quick
action.Ageing fieldsand areliance on pub-
lic sector undertakings highlight why a
strongerrole for private playersisneeded.
Private explorers, with global capital
and advanced drilling technologies, are
best placed to unlock frontier basins,
deep-water prospects,and unconventio-
nal plays. Take the example of Guyana,
where Chevronand Hess made significant
newdiscoveries.Similarly,the recent disc-
overyby British Petroleum in Brazil is said
tobethelargestin 25 years.

upstream company offersachancetolink
the domestic production push with cor-
porate restructuring. By separating from
Vedanta Ltd, Cairn would gain agility,
attract fresh investment, and sharpen its
focus on exploration and output growth.
The domestic production challenge
and the Cairn demerger are two sides of
the same coin: one meets the macroneed
for more energy, the other provides a
structural pathway to achieve it. For the
government, including the petroleum
ministry,astronger,focused

India’s backbone rem- "————_________———— producernotonlyenhances
ains its national oil compa- For an economy energy security but also
nies: about 77% of crude s that imports the boosts revenues and jobs.

produced by ONGCand OIL
underthe nominationregi-
me. ONGC’s operating dis-
cipline in mature Western
offshoreand onshore clust-
ersreflectsbase outputand
national energy resilience.
In the post-crude-sale deregulation,
ONGC can continue to focus on its role
without legacy bottlenecks.

Reforms & private sector push

Cairn Oil & Gas, Vedanta’s upstream
arm,represents the private sector’s poten-
tial. As India’s largest private producer
with ~73,000sqkm of acreage,it operates
major fields in Rajasthan and has
announced a ¥50,000-crore investment
in Assam along with commitments in
otherbasins and deep-water exploration.
Its proposed demerger into a pure-play

THE EDITOR

Welcome reforms

Apropos of "Good & simple, finally"
(FE, September 5), the much awaited
reforms and rate rationalisation of the
goods and services tax (GST) went
well in the 56th GST Council meeting.
Except for concerns raised by a few
Opposition-ruled states on finding
ways to compensate for the purport-
ed revenue loss due to the lowering of
tax rates on many items, the propos-
ed reforms were welcomed by one

and all. The suggestion to move sin
goods from 40% to a higher slab has
merit to rake in revenues. The tax rate
cut on several items pertaining to farm
mechanisation, inputs, and fertilisers
would spur agricultural growth and
spare farmers from huge spending.
Estimates that the impact on the repo
rate, lower interest rate on consumer
credit, and the income tax reliefwould
lead to lower retail inflation and help
lift GDP growth are a positive sign.
—RV Baskaran, Pune

bulk of its crude,
the tariff lands
squarely on India’s
energy security

For investors, the timely co-
mpletion of the demerger
unlocks value and reduces
uncertainty. Yet despite
overwhelming shareholder
approval,procedural uncer-
tainties have slowed the
progress of the demerger. Objections
raised in such cases delay corporate restr-
ucturing,reduce the pace of wealth creat-
ion,and close off opportunities for growth.

A more agile and well-capitalised up-
stream sector would ultimately benefit
investors, the petroleum ministry,and the
exchequeralike.With consumption consi-
stently outpacing domesticoutput,exter-
nal shocks, tariffs, price-cap frictions, or
shipping constraints can send ripples ac-
ross the economy.This makes the case for
astronger domestic push clear: everyinc-
rementalbarrel produced in Indiareduces

Sops before polls?

The 18% goods and services tax (GST)
charged on the premium payable by
individuals for medical and life
insurance policies have especially
affected senior citizens and
pensioners in the past eight years. It
should not be forgotten that even life-
saving medical-grade oxygen,
diagnostic kits, glucometers, and
corrective spectacles were taxed 12%
and thermometers an alarming 18%.

India can shape a pragmatic model that offers clearances
in a predictable time frame, balances environmental
oversight, and creates confidence for long-term investors

foreign riskand improves macro stability.

Govt policy measures

Over the past decade, policy reforms
have sought to re-energise exploration
and production (E&P). The Hydrocarbon
Exploration and Licensing Policy (HELP,
2016), Open Acreage Licensing (2017),
and creation of the National Data Reposi-
tory have broadened participation. Mon-
etisation of coal-bed methane,incentives
for enhanced recovery, and crude sale
deregulation in 2022 have also added
flexibility. These measures create a foun-
dation, but their effectiveness ultimately
depends on how well private and public
players are allowed to expand output.

Learning from abroad

The US offers lessons. Policies such as
expanding offshore lease sales and accel-
eratingapprovalshavebeen controversial,
but they underline a consistent effort to
ensure supply and reduce import vulner-
ability. The “drill, baby, drill” rhetoric may
look political shorthand, yet the underly-
ing principle—reducing barriers and en-
abling producers—istheneed of thehour.

India may not mimic this approach,
butitcantake cuesin shapingapragmatic
model, one that provides clearances in a
predictable time frame,balances environ-
mental oversight,and creates confidence
for long-term investors. In such a frame-
work, both policy reforms and corporate
restructuring can playaroleinmovingthe
country closer to energy self-reliance.

After making the hapless public shell
out maximum GST, the government
has now rushed to reduce GST rates.
The change of heart in the ruling
dispensation, many allege, is due to a
dip in popularity and upcoming polls
in Bihar, West Bengal, and Tamil Nadu.
Insurance companies too should not
use the GST waiver to hike the basic
premium in a clandestine manner.
—Shalini Gerald, Chennai
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GST Gamble

ndia has chosen an unusual weapon to counter an external

economic assault: cheaper goods for its own citizens.

At a time when punitive tariffs from the United States

threaten to squeeze exports and dampen investor
sentiment, New Delhi has opted to shield its economy not
through retaliation, but by revamping its tax structure to
stimulate domestic demand.

The Goods and Services Tax (GST), often criticised for its
complexity, has now been pared down to two simple slabs of 5
and 18 per cent, alongside a steep 40 per cent rate on sin goods
such as cigarettes. This is more than a technical correction. It is
a political and economic signal: the government wants
consumption to power India through an uncertain global trade
environment.

By lowering taxes on food items, school supplies, insurance,
and household appliances, the government is targeting the
middle class and small businesses directly. These are the
groups most vulnerable to both inflationary pressures and
trade shocks.

The timing, just ahead of the festive season, is deliberate.
Household budgets will stretch further, traders will see higher
volumes, and companies may record better earnings in the
coming quarter. Stock markets have already responded
with optimism.

Yet the risks cannot be brushed aside. States are staring at
potential revenue shortfalls of up to $6 billion. For many, GST is
the single most important revenue stream, and replacing that
with the promise of higher consumption is a gamble. While
economic theory suggests that lower rates can expand the tax
base, such gains often take time to materialise. The interim
strain could be severe, particularly for states already struggling
with post-pandemic fiscal pressures. Politically, however, the
move reinforces the Prime Minister’s pledge of a “tax bonanza”
for the common man.

At a moment when external headwinds threaten to undercut
growth, the government has doubled down on its domestic
audience. The middle class, small traders, farmers, women, and
youth ~ all explicitly mentioned in official statements ~ form a
coalition too important to ignore, especially as the political
calendar heats up.

Strategically, this approach also sets India apart from the
usual script of tit-for-tat trade wars. Instead of raising barriers,
New Delhi is opening wallets. The message is clear: India will
not allow external pressure to derail its growth trajectory. By
boosting internal consumption, which already makes up about
60 per cent of GDP, the government hopes to create a buffer
strong enough to absorb tariff shocks.

The GST overhaul is, therefore, both shield and stimulus. It
simplifies a system long criticised for its unwieldy exemptions
while providing relief to households and businesses at a
vulnerable time.

The gamble lies in whether consumer demand will rise
quickly enough to offset lost revenues. If it does, India will
have turned an external challenge into an opportunity for
reform-led resilience. If not, states may be left scrambling for
fiscal cover. Either way, the country has chosen its battlefield:
not in trade retaliation, but in the everyday marketplace of its
own citizens.

Cold Front

he military parade in Beijing was meant to

commemorate an old victory, but it became something

far more consequential: a carefully staged display of

political power, designed to re-order perceptions of
who leads the world’s shifting alliances.

Chinese President Xi Jinping’s decision to place
Russian President Vladimir Putin and North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un at his side was not an accident of protocol. It was
deliberate theatre.

In one gesture, Mr Xi transformed what could have been a
routine anniversary into a tableau of defiance against a
US-dominated order. The seating arrangement and the optics
spoke louder than the rumbling tanks or the missiles rolling
through Tiananmen Square.

The historical echoes were unmistakable. Decades ago, Mao
Zedong stood on the same balcony flanked by Soviet and North
Korean leaders, presenting an image of communist solidarity.
Back then, China was weaker, dependent on others for
recognition and support.

Today, the positions are reversed. North Korea is still
nuclear-armed but impoverished, its survival is tied to Beijing’s
backing. Russia, bogged down in war and global sanctions,
needs China’s validation. Mr Xi is no longer a junior partner; he
is the axis around which these uneasy allies revolve.

The weapons on display underscored this point. Hypersonic
missiles, advanced drones, and nuclear-capable systems
signalled that China is narrowing the gap with Western military
capabilities. The show was not just for Washington, but also for
Moscow and Pyongyang, Mr Putin and Mr Kim were reminded,
as much as the rest of the world, that the true source of strength
in this alliance now resides in Beijing.

Yet, the message was also domestic. China is facing profound
economic and social challenges: a real estate crisis, an ageing
population, and growing anxiety among its youth. In such
times, orchestrated nationalism serves as a unifying balm. The
parade was meant to assure citizens that despite these strains,
China remains on an upward trajectory, destined for “great
rejuvenation.”

Still, one cannot ignore the risks behind the spectacle. The
promise of reclaiming Taiwan by 2035, heard increasingly in
nationalist rhetoric, places China on a collision course with the
United States and its allies. Military parades cannot mask the
costs of escalation, and symbols of strength may harden
positions rather than encourage dialogue.

The world is now confronted with an image of three leaders -
one isolated by sanctions, another clinging to nuclear
deterrence, and one determined to reshape the global order. Of
the three, Mr Xi alone appears confident, even triumphant. But
beneath the spectacle lies a question that cannot be paraded
away: can China balance its ambition to rival the West with the
domestic stability its citizens demand?

The Beijing parade was not just a rehearsal of history. It was a
declaration of intent. The era of quiet rise is over; Mr Xi has
stepped forward to claim the mantle of global challenger.
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Striking at humanity

Theworldiswitnessinghowthe
governmentofacountrythat
Sfunctionswithintheframework
of aconstitutionalfederal
democraticrepubliccanerase
humanitarianprinciplesfrom
thecountryevenwithoutwide
discussion. Wehopethatthe
DEIbacklashragingthrough
the United States doesnot
percolatetoothernations,
includingourown

eaders will recall the tragedy that
took place in the USA nine days
after Donald Trump assumed office
of the President for the second
term.On 29 January of this year, a passenger
jet and a military helicopter collided and
plunged into the Potomac river near
Washington D.C. leaving all 67 passengers
and crew dead. The fallout of this deadly
incident has been even more deadly.

The President of the United States who is
opposed to the principles and policies of
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI),
immediately initiated a crusade against DEL
During a White House briefing, Trump
suggested that DEIinitiatives at the Federal
Aviation Administration (of the United
States) might have played arolein the crash.
Without any supporting evidence.

When a reporter asked Trump how he
could conclude that diversity had something
to do with the crash, he said “It just could
havebeen.” “Because I have common sense,
OK, and, unfortunately, alot of people don’t.”
Shortly thereafter he stated to the World
Economic Forum "My administration has
taken action to abolish all discriminatory
diversity, equity, and inclusion nonsense —
and these are policies that were absolute
nonsense —throughout the government and
the private sector."

Readers will also remember another tragic
event that took place about five years ago,
on 25 May 2020. An African American,
George Floyd, was accused by a cashier of a
food store in Minneapolis of using a counterfeit
twenty-dollar bill to pay for his purchase.
The police were called. They handcuffed
him. They pushed him to the ground. A
white police officer pressed his knee into
Floyd’s neck for over nine minutes that
killed Floyd.

A passer-by filmed the entire episode and
uploaded the video on Facebook. The video
quickly went viral. Mass protests began in
Minneapolis and spread like wildfire throughout
the United States. Supporters of the international
activist movement “Black Lives Matter” held
nationwide demonstrations against police
brutalities and racial injustice. There was a
nationwide reckoning of racial justice and
these protests resulted in a dramatic diversity,
equity and inclusion push globally. Harvard
University created a university-wide Chief
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Diversity and Inclusion Officer in August
2020, for example.

Diversity recognises that our society
comprises people with different characteristics,
such as, age, sex, religion, ethnicity,
disability, etc., that gives rise to a variety
of principles and perspectives, and
acknowledges the value of the differences.

Certain personal characteristics based
onwhich people are often discriminated
against ~ such as, age, sex, sexual
orientation, religion, race, etc. ~ are called
‘protected characteristics.

Equity is about providing support to
groups with protected characteristics so
that the opportunities are made fair for
them. Equity differs from equality.
Equality is achieved by treating everyone
equally irrespective of their needs. Equity
treats certain groups more favourably
than other groups so that equality of
opportunity can be achieved.

Inclusion ensures respect toindividuals
for their skills, perspectives and experiences.
The principle of inclusion propounds
fostering an environment that allows
persons with diverse backgrounds,
characteristics and ways of thinking to
work together effectively so that their
potentials are fully realised.

Therefore, inclusion means creating spaces
where everyone feels welcome, respected
and are able to contribute fully. Incorporating
diverse viewpoints is also more likely to
address the needs of broader populations,
ensuring equitable outcomes. While diversity
is simpler to monitor, increasing diversity
alone does not guarantee equity or inclusion.

From a humanitarian point of view, it is
absolutely essential to make a workplace
safe, equitable and non-discriminatory for
everyone. When there is diversity in a
workplace, outcomes of activities in the
workplace are maximised, thereby enriching
perspectives and enabling equality. DEI is
not just about fairness. It seeks to identify
and address structural barriers, making

Hold your ground

arious stakeholders and interest

groups have again intensified

their lobbying to include

provisions favourable for them
inthe School Education Bill ~even though
it had already been endorsed by the
respective thematic committee of the
House of Representatives.

The House committee passed the bill
and forwarded it to the plenary of the
lower house last month, nearly two years
after it was registered in the legislature.

But various interest groups such as
the school owners’ organisations ~ PABSON,
N-PABSON, and HISSAN ~ and the
teachers’ federation have for long been
mounting pressure, through protests and
lobbying.

They have expressed reservations over
some provisions in the bill. Additionally,
over a dozen student organisations
including the student wings of the ruling
parties ~ the CPN-UML and the Nepali
Congress ~ have announced protest
programmes raising some demands that

are contradictory to the stances taken by

the teachers and school owners.
Parliament’s Education, Health and

Information Technology

better decisions, building stronger communities
and driving innovation that works for
everyone. Promoting DEI enhances excellence
in outcomes of activities,
aligns with human rights
principles, and ensures
equitable benefits for global
populations.

The world has recognized
the social benefits of
non-discrimination, and of
DEIL But suddenly, there

;:f:::; seems to be a freallsatlpn’
that DEI results in engaging
The writer is persons who are “less fit”
Distinguished ~ than many others who are
Professor, John ~ engaged in the same activity.
C. Martin Even if persons from a
Center for Liver ~ homogeneous background
Research & are engaged in an activity, it
Innovations, is impossible to ensure that
and Emeritus  all of them will be “equally
Professor, fit” for the job. On the other
Indian hand, homogeneity will throttle
Statistical expansion of mind-sets, skills
Institute. Views  and viewpoints.

DEI is a set of principles
designed to make people of
various backgrounds —including
socio-economic class, race, gender and
physical ability ~ feel supported, welcomed
and safe. It is not about including people of
diverse backgrounds in a workplace who
are unqualified or less qualified to do a job.
DElin the workplace can be a mix of training,
resource networks and recruiting practices,
so as to allow everyone to contribute well to
the workplace.

However, there are people who have
criticized DEI like hell. William Ackman, an
American billionaire hedge-fund manager,
criticized DEI as “inherently a racist and
illegal movement in its implementation
even if it purports to work on behalf of the
so-called oppressed.”

Almost everybody in the world knows
Elon Musk because they use his X. Musk

are personal

hates DEI He has written on X “DEI is just
another word for racism. Shame on anyone
who uses it.” And later, “DEI, because it
discriminates on the basis of race, gender
and many other factors, is not merely
immoral, it is also illegal.” “Terminate DEI
and restore merit-based opportunity"is now
the mantra of the US government.

DEI is upheld in our country by Articles
14, 15 and 16 of the Constitution of India.
These articles guarantee equality before the
law and equal protection for all individuals;
prohibit discrimination based on religion,
race, caste, sex, or place of birth; and ensure
equal opportunity in public employment
for all citizens.

Further, the Right of Persons with Disabilities
Bill ensures that rights of individuals with
disabilities are protected. The reservation
system ensures equity to certain groups so
that they can achieve equality of opportunity.
In the private sector, many organisations
are voluntarily taking actions in fulfilment
of the principles of DEL

Adoption of the principles of DEI maintains
a healthy and respectful organisational
culture. Members of an organisation stay
engaged with each other when DEI principles
are adopted. When members interact among
themselves, a healthy culture of sharing and
support develops. Commitment to DEI
by the organisation helps maintain the
healthy culture.

It is sad that in the United States there is
so much uproar against the humanitarian
values of DEL The entire framework has
now been shattered, using various forms of
force. Harvard University, which had appointed
a Chief Diversity and Inclusion Officer only
five years ago, has shut the doors of this DEI
office, and has renamed it as the “Office of
Community and Campus Life.” Multiple
graduate schools of Harvard have also
renamed their diversity offices as "Community
and Culture," "Academic Culture and
Community," or "Community and Belonging."
All because of the huge pressure created by
the US. government by cutting or withholding
billions of dollars of grants for research and
other activities.

After aninitial period of defiance, Harvard
has caved in. Harvard is just one example.
Nearly all organisations, including private
business organisations, have dismantled
their DEI offices and affirmative activities.
Corporations from Meta and Google to
Goldman Sachs and McDonald's have all
announced retreat from DEI programmes.

This in spite of the fact that companies
show “a 39 per cent increased likelihood of
outperformance for those in the top quartile
of ethnic representation versus the bottom
quartile,” as stated in the most recent
McKinsey Diversity Matters report. The
world is witnessing how the government of
acountry that functions within the framework
of a constitutional federal democratic republic
can erase humanitarian principles from the
country even without wide discussion. We
hope that the DEI backlash raging through
the United States does not percolate to other
nations, including our own.

policymakers. The House committee,
before finalising the draft, had held
months-long discussions on the bill’s
content. In the course, it addressed

Committee, based on rigorous
deliberations on the bill, has
addressed many of theissues

Of The
raised by teachers’ federation
and school operators. A N N

Stillunhappy, the agitating  a=ia wews serw

teachers have intensified their

lobbying to tweak still more provisions.
They staged sit-ins at the offices of major
political parties last month.

The school owners’ organisations lined
up their vehicles on the valley’s roads on
Monday. There have been threats even
to shut down the schools.

It is the stakeholders’ right to be aware
of laws that can directly impact them.
They can lobby if proposed provisions
are detrimental to their profession and
business.

And their valid concerns should be
heard and addressed by lawmakers and

Letters To The Editor | ><deditor@thestatesman.com

Punjab's spirit

Sir, Punjab has been reeling under one of
the worst flood disasters in decades. The
situation has tested Punjab’s resilience, yet
it has also displayed the state’s spirit of
unity. On the ground, officials have been
working relentlessly to ensure safety and
rehabilitation of the affected. Punjab ministers
too visited affected belts daily, monitoring
rescue operations, arranging medical teams,
and ensuring supply of relief materials. Their
presence not only boosted the morale of the
rescue teams but also reassured the displaced
families that they were not alone.

Punjab’s culture of seva once again came
alive during the crisis. Various religious
bodies, and common villagers turned into
saviours for those in need. Gurdwaras opened

[ —

their doors to shelter homeless families.
Despite the extent of destruction, Punjab’s
spirit of unity remains intact.

These efforts demonstrated that floods
may wash away houses, but not Punjab’s
collective humanity.

Yours, etc., Sanjay Chopra,
Mohali, 4 September.

epaper.thestatesman.com

A Member

a number of issues raised by the
stakeholders.

But the school owners want to
remove provisions such as those
that require schools to provide
««= Scholarships to a certain number of

students and for private schools to
gradually convert into nonprofits.

The committee, however, looks to
have taken a practical approach in
line with the Free and Compulsory
Education Act.

The Act says that schools with
up to 500 students are required to provide
full scholarships to 10 percent of their
students.

For those with up to 800 students, the
requirement increases to 12 percent, and
for schools with more than 800 students,
it goes up to 15 percent.

Likewise, the bill's provision to recruit

60 percent teachers through internal
competition and 40 percent through
open doesn’t sound impractical.

The agitating teachers, school owners
and student organisations should not
stick toimpractical demands, and particularly
refrain from shutting down schools and
depriving students of regular study.

Yes, members of Parliament must listen
to the stakeholders’ genuine concerns.
Yet they also cannot be swayed by the
impractical demands of interest and
lobbying groups, and thus go against the
letter and spirit of the constitution.

The statute guarantees every citizen’s
right to compulsory and free education
up to the basic level and free education
up to the secondary level.

Oflate, there has been a trend of unions
and professional organisations ~ be they
related to doctors, engineers, teachers or
evencivil servants ~ creating unwarranted
pressure on lawmakers and at times even
dictating lawmaking. Lawmakers must
hold their ground.

For survival

Sir, This refers to today's edit “Uneasy
Reboot”. The recent spike in American tariffs
has dealt a sharp blow to India’s export
sectors, from Surat’s diamond polishers to
coastal seafood exporters, disrupting a
trade-dependent growth trajectory.

India is not alone; China grapples with a
slowing economy and the mounting costs
of US tariff walls. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s engagement with Beijing amid these
challenges signals a pragmatic recalibration
rather than a grand détente.

While historical tensions ~ border clashes,
Tibet, and China’s alliance with Pakistan -
remain unresolved, both nations recognise
the strategic necessity of cautious cooperation.
India’s manufacturing relies heavily on
Chinese inputs, while China sees India’s

vast consumer market as an economic lifeline
amid waning US demand. Small but significant
steps, such as easing visa restrictions and
resuming direct flights, offer tangible, if
limited, progress.

Multilateral platforms like the SCO and
BRICS not only project animage of multipolar
solidarity but also send a clear message to
Washington: India possesses strategic
alternatives.

This delicate balancing act reflects a
nuanced truth ~economic pragmatism may
compel cooperation even among rivals. For
India, this “uneasy reboot” is less about
friendship and more about survival in an
increasingly fragmented global economy.

Yours, etc.,
K. Chidanand Kumar,
Bengaluru, 2 September.



The Statesman

PERSPECTIVE

07

New Delhi
Saturday, 06 September 2025

SATURDAY INTERVIEW

‘Garbage mountains will go soon’

ince the BJP formed its

government in the national

capital after 27 years, Environment

Minister Manjinder Singh Sirsa
says the party has initiated several
steps towards improving the city’s air
quality and keeping pollutionin check.
Inaninterview with Agraj Pratap Singh
of TheStatesman, the 53-year-old senior
BJP leader shares his vision for Delhi
in terms of an improved pollution
scenario, better waste disposal, and a
clean environment to live in.

Q. Delhi’s air quality often
makes headlines, especially in
winters whenthe AQI (air quality
index) hits ‘severe’levels. What
isdrivingthesespikes,and what
arethenewregime’sinitiatives
towards preventing such a
situationinthe coming winters?

A. The Delhi government has
unveiled the Air Pollution Mitigation
Plan 2025, a blueprint for making
the air clean. Under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta’s vision of a Clean,
Green and a Healthy Delhi, the plan
focuses on four key actions, including
aplantation drive of 70 lakh saplings
under ‘Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam’, cloud
seeding to induce artificial rainfall,
focus oninnovation through initiatives
like innovation challenge to counter
vehicular pollution from older vehicles,
stricter monitoring of construction
and demolition waste sites to control
PM 10 levels, round the year MRS
and anti smog guns coupled with
water sprinklers.

Q.Delhi’iteshavebeenstruggling
with waste management for
long. Can you walk us through
your plan of action?

A. Delhi’ites have long suffered
due to poor waste management and
the ever-rising garbage mountains.
After our government took charge,
we made it a priority to tackle this
legacy issue. We have adopted a
time-bound, technology-driven
approach. About 80.59 lakh MT of
waste remains to be cleared from
these mountains, and accordingly
two phases of bio mining tenders

covering 60 lakh MT have been
awarded, and the third phase tender
will be finalized by October 2025, to
meet clearance target by 2028.

To safeguard residents, we have
strengthened health outreach and
cut landfill fires. Okhla’s two plants
(3950 TPD) already ensure no fresh
waste reaches its dumpsite, while
methane capture pilots will begin by
2026 alongside strict enforcement
of waste segregation at source.

Our approach is clear - no more
cosmetic fixes, only sustainable
solutions. Delhi deserves clean
surroundings, and our mission is to
ensure that within the next few years,
these garbage mountains become
like dinosaurs, a thing of the past.

Q. Stubble burning in the
neighboringstatesisarecurring
issue contributing to Delhi’s
pollution during peak season.
How is the Delhi government
going to address it this time?

A.While Delhi cannot control what
happens beyond its borders, we have
consistently taken proactive steps.
For example, the bio-decomposer
developed at Pusa institute, which
turns stubble into manure at a very
low cost. Our government is adopting
acooperative approach with neighboring
states and the Centre.

Delhi has already demonstrated
success with this bio-decomposer,
and we are ready to scale it up and
share the technology with neighbouring
states. We are also advocating for
financial support and incentives for
farmers so they adopt alternatives
instead of burning stubble.

Q. You are planning to set up
biomedical waste treatment
plants. Can you please address
the health concerns?

A. Biomedical waste is a serious
concern for both public health and
air quality. At present, our two half-acre
units cannot be expected to handle
the city’s 40 MT daily load. That is
why, we are setting up new biomedical
waste plants that will not only increase
capacity, but also bring in modern,
environment-friendly technology

fully compliant with national emission
norms.

The Delhi Pollution Control Committee
(DPCC)is conducting a detailed study
to identify suitable land, assess
transport logistics, evaluate technology
options,and putin place the necessary
environmental safeguards. This will
ensure that our new facilities are
future-proof and sustainable. Additional
plants were long overdue, and with
these initiatives, Delhi is finally
bridging legacy gaps with innovative
solutions for a cleaner and healthier
city.

Q.Whatare your plansinterms
of curbing vehicular pollution
in Delhi, as well as commercial
effluents?

A.The Delhi governmentis taking
several forward-looking steps totackle
pollution. Very soon, we will introduce
anew policy forissuing PUC certificates
to vehicles registered outside the city
and ensuring stricter checks on
vehicular emissions. Alongside this,
we are expanding EV (electric vehicle)
charging infrastructure, strengthening
public transport, and setting up new
air quality monitoring stations to
keep acloser track on pollutionlevels.

Our major focus is on innovation,
and there are devices which, if installed
in or outside a vehicle, can reduce
pollution by more than what the
vehicle emits. Together, these measures
reflect our government’s commitment
to building a cleaner, greener, and
healthier Delhi.

Q.Youhadinitiated apiloton
installing catalytic converters
to diesel generators and
commercial vehicles. Throw
some light on the concept and
its effectiveness in bringing
down emissions.

A.We arelaunching a pilot project
toretrofitolder BS3and BS4 government
vehicles with advanced catalytic
converters. These devices can reduce
particulate emissions by over 70 per
cent, making them a powerful tool to
clean Delhi’s air while keeping essential
transport functional. The project will
beimplemented in collaboration with

ICAT or IIT Delhi, for testing and
validation.

Based on the results, the government
will explore large-scale deployment
of this technology across more vehicles.
This pilot is both a trial and a statement
of our vision - to deploy innovative,
permanent solutions that safeguard
public health and ensure sustainable
mobility in Delhi.

Q. What is your take on ELVs
and howis thegovernmentgoing
to safeguard public interest in
terms of private vehicles?

A. End-of-life vehicles (ELVs) are
a growing concern for public health
and the environment, if not managed
properly. The Delhi government is
committed to safeguarding public
interest by ensuring that private
vehicles are recycled and disposed
ofin asafe, environmentally-friendly
manner. However, we believe that
age should not be the only criteria in
determining whether a vehicle is
polluting or not.

A well maintained vehicle may
pollute farless than anill-maintained
one. Understanding this, we are
working on proactive steps which
leverage technology to solve this
issue. Our approach balances citizen
convenience, environmental protection,
and public safety, making sure Delhi’s
roads remain safe and its air cleaner
for everyone.

Q. Although we often talk
aboutelectric vehiclesand clean
fuels, only a small fraction of
vehicles in Delhi are EVs. Your
comment.

A.Recognizingthisgap,our government
is taking a multi-pronged approach to
accelerate the adoption of cleaner
mobility solutions. This includes
expandingthe EV charginginfrastructure
acrossthecity, offering financialincentives
for buyers, and integrating EVs more
effectively into public transport fleets.
Weunderstand that hybrid technology,
which reduces total fuel consumption,
issomething that may alsobe promoted
at par with EVs.

Beyond vehicles, our strategy
focuses on building a sustainable

transport ecosystem, which includes
strengthening public transport
networks, promoting cleaner fuels,
and monitoring air quality in real
time through new stations and
technological interventions.

Take DEVi buses for example,
while the previous AAP government
focused only on public appeasement
by gimmicks, we have substantially
increased the number of buses, with
800 electric buses already added,
and we are planning to add another
5,000 by the end of this year.

Q.Recently you werein Norway
to study waste disposal plant
technology. Do you thinkitcan
bereplicated in Delhi?

A.During my recent visit to Norway,
Thad the opportunity to study advanced
e-waste disposal and processing
technologies that have made European
citiesamong the cleanest in the world.
Our aim is to adapt these proven
solutions to Delhi’s context so that
we can address the city’s legacy waste
challenges more efficiently and
sustainably.

E-waste has emerged asone of the
fastest-growing waste streams in
Delhi,and being a major consumption
hub, the city generates nearly 1.52
lakh metric tonnes annually. This is
a serious challenge because e-waste
contains hazardous materials that
can contaminate soil, water, and air
if not handled properly, posing a
direct threat to public health.

To address this, our government
has launched a dedicated ‘E-Waste
Initiative’ for Delhi. The focus is on
creating formal collection channels,
recycling infrastructure, and safe
dismantling facilities so that electronic
waste does not end up in landfills or
informal markets.

Messages from China for Trump’s America

WANG SON-TAEK

n this week, China staged

back-to-back spectacles of

diplomacy in Tianjin and Beijing

- a rare global diplomatic show
that arrives perhaps oncein a decade.
The choreography was deliberate,
the optics unmistakable: China wanted
the world to watch, and the world
did.

In Tianjin, the leaders of China,
Russia and India - XiJinping, Vladimir
Putin and Narendra Modi, respectively
-appeared together. Such a convergence
is unusual in itself; their relaxed
smiles were rarer still. Putin, largely
isolated since invading Ukraine in
2022, has abruptly reemerged on the
world stage. Modi, who seldom attends
Shanghai Cooperation Organization
summits in person, travelled to China
for the first time in seven years.

Beijing followed with an even more
extraordinary scene: the leaders of
North Korea, China and Russia on
the same stage for a Victory Day
military parade. It was the first such
public alignment of the leaders of
the three neighbours in 66 years.

As the host of the rare events, Xi
naturally dominated the spotlight.

Putin, Modi and Kim also drew
intense attention. Yet the person who
loomed largest did not attend either
event: US President Donald Trump.

Trump was the elephant in the
room, the gravitational force that

pulled disparate actors into the same
frame. Ever since he launched strategic
competition with Beijing in 2018,
then reignited a broad tariff war,
Trump has cast China as the ultimate
adversary while simultaneously
penalizing allies and swing states. If
the aim is to contain Beijing,
coalition-building carrots should
outweigh coercive sticks on partners.
Instead, Washington has often used
both hands at cross-purposes - pressing
China with one hand while, through
indiscriminate tariffs, pushing pivotal
countries closer to Beijing and Moscow
with the other.

Xi’s calculus is plain. A crowded
stage amplifies Beijing’s presence.

The SCOlets China convene leaders
who are alienated by US foreign
policies or skeptical of Western
preconditions. By floating proposals
onregional finance, energy coordination
and standards, Beijing frames itself
as a guardian of the system, not a
spoiler.

That narrative gains traction
whenever US policy looks punitive
toward partners. None of this makes
China’s model more attractive on the
merits, but it lowers the political cost
for others to engage Beijing on their
own terms.

Putin’s reentry into high diplomacy
also reflects this moment. Since the
International Criminal Courtin2023
issued a warrant for Putin - the first
time in history for a UN Security

Council permanent member - MOSCOW'S
diplomatic tempo has quickened.
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov
resumed an active itinerary; Putin
himself looks emboldened, helped
along by his high-profile meeting
with Trump in Alaska recently.

The message is clear: Russia is
neither isolated nor inert, and it can
leverage Asia’s forums to show
resilience. Whether that show translates
into durable economicreliefis another
matter, but the optics help stabilize
Moscow’s external narrative and
complicate Western assumptions
that time is on Kyiv’s side.

Modi’s presencein Tianjin likewise
speaks to Washington.

Long portrayed as a US partner,
India defied the heavy-handed tariffs
- especially given its discounted
purchases of Russian oil and its desire
todiversify energy inflows on sovereign
terms. By warmly greeting Putin and
Xi, Modi sent a precise signal: Excessive
US pressure pushes India to search
for alternatives.

That does not necessarily mean
New Delhi is abandoning the Quad
or Western ties. It means India will
pursue multialignment - tightening
with the United States in some
domains while hedging in others -
until Washington offers a pathway
that respects India’s growth priorities
rather than policing them.

Kim’s appearance is similarly
entwined with Trump’s choices. North

Korea isimmune to tariff pressure as
there is no trade with the US, but it
can profit from the turbulence.

Kim has long sought to build anti-US
solidarity with China and Russia,
and today’s frustration with tariffs
and unilateralism makes it easier for
otherstorally tohis side. At the same
time, Kim knows Trump’s appetite
forleader-level theatrics. By appearing
at high-profile multilateral venues,
Kim raises his price - signaling that
he can help orchestrate an “anti-US”
slogan while keeping open the door
to a headline-grabbing summit with
Trump again. In Pyongyang’s playbook,
theselines are not contradictory; they
are leverage.

The scenes from Tianjin and Beijing
thus spotlight the contradictions of
Trump’sisolationist turn. The United
States is not just another country; it
is the manager of a world system
many actors must use.

Actinglike a manager - prioritizing
predictability, rule-making and partner
welfare - remains in America’s interest
and, critically,in others’ convenience.
Misreading this truth has real costs:
alienating potential partners or allies,
encouraging big rivals like China,
Russia and India to display showy
solidarity, and diluting the credibility
of US leadership when steadiness is
the product most in demand.

Even so, it would be premature to
declare the US-led unipolar era over
or to crown a consolidated anti-US

solidarity in its place. The current
order has endured for more than
three decades, and even Beijing,
Moscow and New Delhi are deeply
enmeshed in its trade, finance,
technology and standards. They may
resent Washington’s approaches, but
abandoning a framework that still
delivers liquidity, markets and innovation
would be costly. Real multipolarity
requires notjust design but governance:
interoperable rules, credible enforcement
and shared finance - none of which
yet exist at scale outside US-anchored
institutions.

Whether an anti-US bloc materializes
depends less on speeches than on
duration - specifically, how long
Trump’s reckless diplomacy lasts.

The United States will likely feel
domestic and international blowback
soon and adjust course, reclaiming a
steadier hegemonic role. If that
correction comes, Washington could
even emerge stronger - having learned
to balance deterrence with inducement
and to anchor an order that others
can agree on. In that sense, the
spectaclesin Tianjin and Beijing may
prove less a turning point than a
cautionary lesson: proof that when
America undermanages the system
it built, others will play with it.

But a show is not yet a system.
Thedifference is where the real power
still lies.

The Korea Herald/ANN.
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about game

Kremlin was

25 Joint resolution of 3 Gets upset on
account of

15 Idiot can’'t supply
reading material

starting late (9) regularly ignored changes (9) (9)
which bridge is 16 City earnings (5) 4 Well-known day 16 Obstacle to travel
based? (7) initially take adip 26 Pariah state is school suffering around lines?
5 Low level of (5) expelling six in setback (5) (9)
interest is danger 17 Additional breach of 5 Curse affected 17 Outlaw musicians
sign during high payment protocol? (9) sheep and lamb (9) stealing
economic growth supported by 27 University degree 6 Wireless router’s equipment (7)
(7) British and oddly inspired by last two bits 19 Unusual mountains
9 Horse and cart American bank (5) academic connected by plug covered with
Eﬂ 3 transported pit 18 Musical about resentment (7) (5) stone (7)
workers (9) leaders of early 28 High-pitched male 7 Strip clubs 21 Honour terms of
L 10 Perhaps counters English rebels parts wobble (7) airbrushed from previous invoice
United being looks like Les record cover (9) with large
disqualified from Misérables? (9) DOWN 8 Steamy games at corporation?
event (5) 20 Sailor from Arab school produce (5)
11 State time to head country returns 1 Article penned by inappropriate 22 U-boat could be
off (5) with adult expert really is dull characters (7) somewhere nearby
12 Qualification girlfriend (9) (7) 14 Car close to black (5)
voided company’'s 23 Meet with expert 2 Specialised sedan crashed and 24 Conservative
ability to flying from hospital takes on turned upside member’s route to
negotiate (9) terminal (5) delicate case (5) down (9) the top? (5)

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters in the words required. (By arrangement with The Independent, London)
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100 Years Ago

OCCASIONAL NOTE

Medina has been connected with the rest of the
world by railway since 1908, and, although the
Wahabi incursion has for the present cut off
communication with Palestine and Damascus,
there ought to be no real difficulty in the way of
discovering the falsity or otherwise of the report
that the mosque, within the precincts of which is
the tomb of the Prophet, has been damaged by
artillery fire. Histories mention that the jewels and
plate of the mosque were plundered by Wahabis in
the beginning of the 19th century, but since then
more treasures have been collected. These are kept,
it is stated, in the space between the tomb itself
and the iron rails put up to keep worshippers from
pressing upon the tomb. There are no other riches
in Medina, which is no city of merchants like
Mecca. The residents, apart from those who minister
to the needs of pilgrims, are agriculturists. Ibn
Saud denies that he has fired upon the mosque,
but it remains to be seen whether he will succeed
in persuading his following of Bedouins not to
copy a precedent already set and avoid looting the
treasures. Taif was certainly looted, and there is a
good deal of evidence to prove that a great deal of
looting went on in Mecca also.

News Items

SILVER PURCHASES

TREASURY BUYERS
IN HOME MARKET

London, Sept.

The Treasury entered the silver market to-day
for the first time in several months, purchasing a
quarter of a million ounces at 72-G25 cents per
ounce and a hundred thousand ounces at 70-75
cents. Itis understood that the silver is required for
subsidiary coinage.—Reuter’s Special Service.

“BRITISH MARSHAL”

STRANDED
STEAMER
REFLOATED

Gibraltar, Sept.

The steamer British Marshal which was found
near Ceuta, and refloated last evening, has proceeded
on her journey. A message from Ceuta says that
while the British Marshal was endeavouring to
right herself, a large quantity of petrol escaped
and, catching fire, burnt down a number of bathing
machines on the shore.—Reuter.

RAILWAY DEMANDS

SURPLUS PROFITSTO
COMPANIES

(From Our Correspondent.)
Simla, Sept.

Mr. Sim will move the Assembly this session to
grant supplementary railway demands for Rs.
13,000 and Rs. 3,80,000. The former represents
expenditure under Audit. This demand is a corollary
of the resolution on reorganization of the account
and audit system on railways which Mr. Sim
proposes to move in the Assembly. The amount
asked for is based on an estimate of the extra cost
involved, viz., Rs. 3 lakhs per annum which has
been accepted by the Standing Finance Committee
of Railways. A grant for five months’ expenditure
only is required in the current financial year. The
latter demand for Rs. 3800000 represents Companies
and Indian States share of surplus profits and net
earnings. As a result of a large increase in net
earnings in 1924-25 the amount of surplus profits
and of net earnings payable to Companies and
Indian States, in accordance with the terms of the
working contracts, is Rs. 1,71,50,000. The grant
voted by the Legislative Assembly is Rs.1,33,50,000.
The Standing Finance Committee for Railways
has agreed to a supplementary demand for the
excess of Rs. 38,00,000 being made.

FALL OF SUEIDA HUMOUR

BIG DRUSE
VICTORY?

Reported Capture Of
Men And Arms

Jerusalem, Sept.

It is persistently reported from Druse quarters
that Sueida has fallen after a bombardment,
on September 2, in which the eastern wall of
the citadel was destroyed and there was severe
hand-to-hand fighting. It is further added
that 150 French have been taken prisoners,
and quantities of ammunition and supplies
capture. Three armoured cars, a battery of
guns, and numerous machine-guns, it is
declared, have also been captured. — Reuter.

MINERS ACCEPT
Draft Constitution Of
Labour Alliance

London, Sept.

The Delegate Conference of the Miners’
Federation has unanimously accepted the
draft constitution for the proposed inter-Union
Alliance.—Reuter.

[ ]
[N



Che ]

ioneer

NEW DELHI | SATURDAY | SEPTEMBER 6, 2025

OPINION [if:]

Editor’s

TAKE

Demographic shift: Is

India ageing too fast

It is a demographic paradox — once battling rapid

population growth, the nation now faces the challenges
of declining births and the prospect of an ageing society

Itis a classic dilemma: Too much of anything is bad, but too
little of it is equally worrisome. India has long been
celebrated as a young nation with a large working-age
population powering its growth story.

However, recent data suggest a quiet demographic
transformation is underway. The latest Sample Registration
System (SRS) Statistical Report 2023 reveals that India’s Total
Fertility Rate (TFR) has declined to 1.9, down from 2.0 in the
previous year, well below the replacement level of 2.1 births
per woman. For the first time, rural India’s TFR has touched
the replacement rate of 2.1, while urban India’s rate is even
lower at 1.5.

The fall in fertility is driven by a combination of social,
economic, and cultural changes - rising urbanisation
growing cost of raising children, women education,
availability of contraceptives — have altered family
aspirations. Women'’s increasing participation in the
workforce have played a decisive role, as they have delayed
marriages, which reduce the reproductive window. Besides,

fewer children and higher education ensure upward mobility.
While this decline is a sign of progress, especially in terms of

healthcare and gender empowerment, it carries complex
implications for economic growth.

The most immediate concern is the risk to India’s
demographic dividend. The country's youthful workforce has
been its biggest economic advantage, but now the working-
age population will peak in the coming decades before

beginning to shrink. This will mean fewer workers supporting

a growing unproductive population.

The uneven fertility rates across states also add a layer of
complexity. Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, and Madhya Pradesh
continue to record relatively high fertility, while states such
as Delhi, Tamil Nadu, and West Bengal are far below the
average. This could result in inter-state labour migration,
creating social tensions. Sectors such as agriculture,
manufacturing, and services may face shortages of young
workers, while the pressure on pensions, healthcare, and
elderly care will mount.

Addressing this shift will require a careful and balanced
policy response. Family planning policies must adapt to
regional variations, with high-fertility states focusing on

population stabilisation while low-fertility states may need to

encourage childbearing through supportive measures such

as childcare facilities, parental leave, and financial incentives.

More importantly, India must invest heavily in human
capital. With fewer children being born, the emphasis must
move from numbers to quality — ensuring good education,
healthcare, and job opportunities. India’s falling fertility rate
is both a triumph and a test. The window of demographic
advantage is narrowing, and unless India acts decisively to
adapt, the very advantage it has could become a challenge
for its future.

/
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A young Newar girl, embodying divine feminine energy, waits for the Kumari

Puja ritual, during which she will be venerated — at Hanuman Dhoka,
Basantapur Durbar Square, Nepal.
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BITS, PILANI (GOA) FACES
STUDENT SAFETY CRISIS

The Birla Institute of Technology
and Science (BITS), Pilani, at
Sancoale in Goa, has been shaken

ultimately do more harm than
good. A thorough relook at the
curriculum and examination

by a spate of student deaths since  pattern is urgently required. The

December 2024. On Thursday, a
nineteen-year-old student was
found dead in his hostel room.
Undue pressure, harassment
through ragging and pressing
mental health concerns have
been cited as possible reasons for  visitors should be considered a
five deaths within a single year.
Parents of the deceased have
expressed serious concern over
the possibility of foul play in
some cases.

Students in higher centres of
learning need not only quality
education but also proper
communication and coordination
mechanisms to support them.
They must be kept engaged,
motivated and energetic. Mere
teaching, without sufficient extra-
curricular activities, may

introduction of systematic and
consistent wellness courses
cannot be overemphasised.

At the same time, campus

measure. The committee
constituted by the Goa
Government has the onerous
responsibility of not only
identifying the causes of these
unfortunate deaths and fixing
accountability, but also of
recommending practical

for all students.

Please send your letter to the info@dailypioneer.com.
In not more than 250 words. We appreciate your feedback.

India’s quest for knowledge

From the early vision of science and Gandhian thought to the contemporary framework of NEP-2020, each milestone
reflects the nation’s attempt to prepare its citizens for a changing world while remaining rooted in its cultural ethos

AARIF

India formulated its latest National Education
Policy, NEP-2020, after a long gap, as the earlier
National Policy on Education was formulated only
in 1992. There was a major attempt to formulate
a new curriculum framework for school educa-
tion, 25 years. It was released on November 14,
2000, the birthday of Pandit Nehru, by the then
Minister of HRD, Dr Murli Manohar Joshi.

Based upon it, the school textbooks, some of
which were more than three decades old, were
rewritten and revised. Focus must now be on
where we stand at this juncture in education and
how far we are preparing ourselves for the
future in the national and global context.
Unprecedented changes are taking place both in
the content and process of education everywhere.

the benefit of the millennials, who would be dwelled in great depth on the universality of

Simultaneously, there is an ever-increasing global
realisation of the interdependence of nations,
communities, and people all around. Itis now left
to India to resume its leadership role in the process
of the reshaping of the world, which was taking
shape anyway! It needs to create a vibrant

The Pioneer

THIS STUDY HAS

holding the reins of power in practically every the Indian interpretation of spirituality in the
country in years to come. This study has been  global context, and the Gurudev, who devel-
completed over a period of two years, and a oped a subtle comprehension of the beauty of

manuscript of 553 pages entitled Millennial the man-nature interdependence. The compre-
Transition: Leadership, Education, Culture,and hension of the thought, philosophy, and prag-

kngwledﬁe socigty,a} htighllﬁcggltyratledJ?t;:]oplte, BEEN COMPLETED

and excellence in spirituality. Obviously, it has to

be achieved only by seriously envisioning and OVER A PERIOD OF

implementing a dynamic and visionary Indian TWO YEARS, AND A ed it for publication.

education system. MANUSCRIPT OF
New challenges were emerging before the edu- 553 PAGES

catipn systems globally, and every nation has to ENTITLED

decipherits own challenges. India attempted the MILLENNIAL

same through the reformulation of its education

policy, the NEP-2020: “This National Education TRANSITION:

Policy envisions an education system rooted in LEADERSHIP,

Indian ethos that contributes directly to transform- EDUCATION,

ing India, that is Bharat, sustainably into an equi-

table and vibrant knowledge society, by provid- CULTURE, AND

ing high-quality education to all... The vision of SOCIAL COHESION

policy is to instil among the learners a deep-rooted HAS BEEN

pride in being Indian, not only in thought, but also WRITTEN

in spirit, intellect, and deeds, as well as to
develop knowledge, skills, values and dispositions

Social Cohesion has been written. It has been matism of the great quartet offers an effective
prepared as an outcome of the study and sub-  understanding of India, its knowledge traditions
mitted to the organisation on July 8,2025. The and systems, and its relationship to the global
National Book Trust of India, NBT, has accept- developments. Crossing this stage, one could

go deeper into the works of the galaxy of illus-

This study finds that India initially began its  trious persons and their works. Gurudev Tagore
post-independence journey of education, had highlighted the need to encourage the
knowledge, and development under the divine gift of the power of ideas and the power
shadow of the times that were characterised of imagination given in abundance to every
by STPG: Science, Technology, Production,and  child. The two I's, ifinspired and nurtured with
Gandhi, an acronym often used by an outstand-  empathy, would lead to the third, Innovations,
ing scientist and academician, Prof Daulat Singh ~ which constitutes the . To make it easier for
Kothari. This motto was the futuristic vision of  the teachers and learners, three C's — Curiosity,
those days and has subsequently been substi-  Creativity,and Commitment— are also added:
tuted by STEM: Science, Technology, Engineering, ~ C3.Thus, the VAT-G, together with the I> C3, con-
and Mathematics. It was incorporated for stitutes the perfect combination for those
implementation in the National Policy on interested in understandingand alsoin finding
Education, 1986, which was revised in 1992. a solid base for Indian education, rooted in

Afterwards, there was a long gap, and the next  culture and committed to progress.

that support responsible commitment to human
rights, sustainable development.” This is a very
comprehensive statement that would require not
only tremendous efforts in implementation but
also modern comprehension of the Indian tradi-
tion of knowledge quest, which in the ancient days
commanded global respect and adulation. It shall
have to be supplemented by the global philosoph-
ical and epistemological comprehension. The
Centre for Contemporary Studies, PMML, Teen
Murti Bhavan, New Delhi, has been re-energised
under Nripendra Misra, chairman of the execu-
tive committee. He inspired a study on how edu-
cation development during the second half of the

The writer is a Research
Fellow at Delhi University.
He voluntarily assisted
Professor JS Rajput, a
Padma Shri awardee edu-
cationist, who conducted
this project at the instance
of the PMM, as an Atal
Fellow for two years

dailypioneer
@ @TheDailyPioneer

@ The Pioneer

20th century could be reviewed and recalled for

policy formation was completed only in 2020.
The biggest challenge that India faced during study and analysis of the initial post-indepen-
the first five to six decades afterindependence  dence emphasis on STPG — Science, Technology,
was to take education to every child.

Focus at this stage is on excellence and skill STEM — Science, Technology, Engineering, and
acquisition. Today the biggest challenges are Mathematics. Whatever the challenges, a
acculturation, social cohesion, and religious nation like India cannotignore its national and
amity. Towards this, the passage passes through  international responsibilities in the world of
VAT-G, the ideas, thoughts, philosophy,and prag-  knowledge and skill acquisition. As the Indian
matism of Swami Vivekananda, Sri Aurobindo, tradition of knowledge quest, which is not con-
Gurudev Tagore, and Mahatma Gandhi. Swami  fined to a particular region, community, religion,
Vivekananda was the most brilliant inter- or language, has to be studied in its broader
preter of the Indian quest of knowledge and framework and, more importantly, in light of
wisdom in the contemporary context forinter- the modern traditions of knowledge
national audiences. Sri Aurobindo, who under-  generation and creation being developed on
stood Western culture and its inadequaciesand  the international map.

This identification comes after a thorough

Production, and Gandhi. It was followed by the

Mentors illuminate the journey of lifelong learning

MJ
WARSI

security must be enhanced, and
vigilant monitoring of unwanted

necessity rather than an optional

ways and means to ensure a safe,
healthy and secure environment

GANAPATHI BHAT | AKOLA
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As we all know, teaching is truly a rewarding and unique
profession, long regarded as one of the most sacred, noble,
and pious services to both society and the nation.
Teachers’ Day is celebrated by students across the
country with the purpose of expressing their gratitude
towards their mentors for their invaluable contribution.
The date of celebration varies from country to country.
Since 1994, UNESCO has observed Teachers’ Day on
October 5. In India, however, it is celebrated on 5
September, the birth anniversary of Dr Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan. Apart from being the first Vice-President
and the second President of India, he also served as
Chairman of the University Grants Commission in 1949.
Radhakrishnan was a great scholar and an excellent

teacher, admired widely for his contribution to education.
When his students and friends once sought his permis-
sion to celebrate his birthday, he modestly suggested that
itwould be far better if the day were dedicated to the entire
teaching profession by honouring the hard work and com-
mitment of teachers across the nation.

The purpose behind celebrating Teachers’ Day is to
acknowledge the dignity of the profession and the con-
tribution of educators in nurturing young minds and
nation-building. The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020
also advocates restoring high respect for teachers and
inspiring the best minds to join the profession. This year’s
celebration held special significance for Aligarh Muslim
University, as Professor Vibha Sharma of the Department
of English was selected for the National Education
Award 2025 in recognition of her outstanding contribu-
tion to the field of education. The role of educators in
shaping society is undeniable. Teaching is one of the most
essential aspects of human life, pervading individuals,
society, culture, and every dimension of human endeav-
our. Teachers, with their profound understanding of
subject matter and deep reservoirs of wisdom, continu-
ally enrich the lives of their students. It is no coincidence
that UNESCO has recognised India as one of the most lin-
guistically diverse countries in the world, a fact reflect-
ed in the richness of its teaching traditions.

The principal role of a teacher is to transmit knowledge
from one generation to another, ensuring that art, ideas,
and cultural nuances are effectively preserved and
carried forward. In India, there has long been a tradition
of respecting and honouring teachers, known tradition-
ally as gurus. Irrespective of religious belief or linguistic
background, Teachers’ Day is celebrated throughout the
country. From childhood, we have heard the story of
Eklavya, which defines exemplary discipleship. This tale
illustrates dedication, hard work, obedience, and the spirit
of guru-dakshina, the offering traditionally made by stu-
dents in gratitude for learning. Dronacharya, by asking for
Eklavya’s thumb, immortalised his disciple’s loyalty.In
Islamic tradition, too, the teacher holds a very high status.
Hazrat Ali (may Allah be pleased with him) once said, “If
a person teaches me even one single word, he has made
me his servant for a lifetime.” The role of a teacher extends
far beyond imparting knowledge or preparing students
for examinations. It includes guiding them to distinguish
right from wrong, correcting their mistakes, and shaping
their moral character. Teachers are recognised for their
contribution to society by inspiring, enlightening, and
preparing students to become responsible citizens.

Prof M J Warsi, a widely acclaimed linguist, teaches in the
Department of Linguistics at Aligarh Muslim University

| ETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Faith cannot bind language

An event featuring the proud Urdu speaker Javed Akhtar
has been postponed by the West Bengal Urdu Academy
due to threats from the orthodox section of his own lin-
guistic-cum-religious group.

How can a liberal soul be allowed a free ground in
this country where fundamentalism and orthodoxy call
the last shot irrespective of community?

While attending the Kolkata Literary Meet in 2022,
Akhtar sang paeans to Urdu, celebrating its secular lit-
erature and Indian credentials surpassing divides of
Hinduism and Islam — with practitioners ranging from
Mirza Ghalib to Munshi Premchand, Faiz Ahmed Faiz to
Krishan Chander.

Akhtar stressed: “Languages belong to regions, not
religions. Ten crore Muslims of erstwhile East Pakistan
told seven crore Muslims of West Pakistan that they
would notlearn Urdu at the cost of Bengali. I love Urdu
as you love Bengali, but I respect and salute those who
defended Bengali. For them, mother tongue was far
more important than religion.” Surely this is not music
to the ears of Urdu imperialists. Nor will harbingers of
“Hindi-Hindu-Hindustan” be pleased. Thanks to Akhtar
for practising “live and let live”, reminding us that lan-
guage transcends religion.

KAJAL CHATTERJEE | KOLKATA

GST reforms yield mixed results

The announcement of rationalisation of Goods and
Services Tax (GST) rates is a watershed in India’s indi-
rect tax regime. It focuses on boosting consumption with
significant rate cuts on essentials, FMCG goods and con-
sumer durables through a new two-tier slab: “Merit” and
“Standard.”

The exemption of life and health insurance, along with
life-saving drugs, could address low insurance pene-
tration and high out-of-pocket expenditure
in health care.

From the export perspective, lower production
costs in labour-intensive sectors due to reduced GST on
raw materials may absorb additional tariff shocks
announced by the United States. A simplified, consumer-
friendly GST 2.0 appears a step towards removing the
“Gabbar Singh Tax” tag. However, uncertainties remain.
Revenue loss for states due to rate cuts may affect
welfare schemes and fiscal stability.

To mitigate this, greater devolution of taxes under
the Sixteenth Finance Commission and extension of
Compensation Cess are crucial, alongside addressing
concerns raised by MSMEs, consumers and other
stakeholders. GST 2.0 offers hope but requires vigilance
and cooperation.

PRASUN KUMAR DUTTA | KOLKATA

Mental health demands actions

Over one billion people live with mental health disor-
ders, according to the World Health Organisation (WHO).
Conditions such as anxiety and depression impose
immense human and economic costs. While many
nations have strengthened mental health policies,
greater investment is needed globally to expand ser-
vices that protect and promote well-being.

Mental health conditions are widespread, affecting
all ages and incomes. They represent the second-largest
cause of long-term disability, reducing healthy life
expectancy. They increase health-care costs for fami-
lies while inflicting significant global economic losses.
Recent WHO reports — World Mental Health Today and
Mental Health Atlas 2024 — highlight progress but
expose gaps in services. Governments and leaders must
act urgently to ensure mental health care is treated not
as privilege but as a basic right. The economic burden
is staggering. While treatment costs are high, the indi-
rect cost of lost productivity is higher still. Depression
and anxiety alone cost the global economy over one
trillion US dollars annually. These findings underscore
the urgent need for sustained investment, prioritisation
and collaboration to expand access, reduce stigma and
address root causes of mental illness.

N SADHASIVA REDDY | BENGALURU
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North India’s Floods: Not Seasonal Wrath, but Climate Collapse

It is tempting to see these floods as seasonal wrath. But they are not accidents of weather; they are a mirror to our misplaced idea of progress.

ACHARYA
PRASHANT

Over the past weeks, North India has been
brought to a standstill. The monsoon, once
awaited as a lifeline, has turned into a chain
of disasters with floods, landslides and water-
logging. What should have replenished the
soil has instead uprooted families, erased
livelihoods, and scarred the land.

The scale of this devastation is staggering.
Himachal Pradesh alone has lost over 340 lives
since 20 June: 182 to landslides, flash floods
and collapsing houses, the rest to rain-trig-
gered accidents. More than 1,300 roads lie
blocked, including four national highways;
over 2,100 transformers are down; nearly 800
water supply schemes are disrupted. Entire
tourist districts like Shimla, Kullu and Chamba
are cut off. The State Disaster Management
Authority has warned that restoring access
to many remote villages may take weeks.

In Jammu & Kashmir, the Tawi and Chenab
rivers have surged past danger levels, schools
are closed, and evacuations are under way.
Punjab reports devastation across 1,400 vil-
lages in 23 districts: 350,000 people affected,
148,000 hectares of crops gone. Delhi and
NCR, too, wade through waterlogged streets,
schools shut, and transport paralysed.
Northern Railway has cancelled 68 trains; the
Pathankot-Jammu line remains blocked.
Relief teams are in the field, but the scale of
loss dwarfs every effort.

It is tempting to see these floods as season-
al wrath. But they are not accidents of
weather; they are a mirror to our misplaced
idea of progress. Describing them as “natural
calamities” dangerously denies their man-
made roots.

Fragile Mountains, Fractured by
Greed

Himachal’s hills are collapsing because we
drilled, blasted, and cemented them year after
year. When rivers are forced into concrete and
wetlands into real estate, the monsoon is
bound to return the debt.

The Himalayas are geologically young,
their slopes precariously held together. Yet
we have treated them as construction sites.
Every highway cut through rock, every tunnel
bored into the mountain, every dam raised
across a river has weakened what was
already fragile. So when the rains come hard,

Describing them as ‘natural calamities’ dangerously denies their man-made roots

ASIA IS HEATING
NEARLY TWICE
AS FAST AS THE
GLOBAL
AVERAGE,
WHICH MEANS
MORE VIOLENT
BURSTS OF RAIN
AND MORE
FREQUENT
CLOUDBURSTS

The writer is philosopher
and teacher of global
wisdom literature and is
the founder of the
PrashantAdvait
Foundation

acharya_prashant_paf
@ @Advait_Prashant

@ prashantadvait
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the mountains do not simply get wet, they
collapse. In Uttarakhand too, the red
alerts keep coming. The India
Meteorological Department has warned
of extremely heavy rainfall in Dehradun,
Nainital, Rudraprayag, and Udham Singh
Nagar. District administrations fear fresh
landslides and cloudbursts in zones
already scarred. These are not isolated
accidents; they are the cumulative
outcome of years of taking more from the
hills than they can yield.

Cities That Engineer Their Own
Floods

There is also a stark contrast between rural
helplessness and urban negligence.
Villages in the Himalayas collapse because
they are too weak to resist. But what
excuse do Delhi and Gurgaon have? These
are the richest cities. They drown not from
poverty, but from negligence: storm
drains buried, floodplains encroached,
public responsibility traded for private
convenience.

Urbanisation was meant to expand
our horizon. Instead, it has imported the
village’s narrowness into skyscrapers:
responsibility ends at the boundary wall.
Inside, polished roads and manicured

lawns; outside, chaos and waterlogging.
The annual drowning of our richest cities
is not a failure of funds, but a failure of
mindset.

The Climate Crisis Is Not Distant,

It Is Here

Climate change is the decisive force
behind today’s devastation. Asia is heating
nearly twice as fast as the global average,
which means more violent bursts of rain
and more frequent cloudbursts. NASA con-
firms floods and droughts have already
doubled worldwide in two decades.

According to the Council on Energy,
Environment and Water, the average
number of flood-affected districts in India
has jumped from 19 a year (1970-2004) to
55 a year (2005-2019). This is not season-
al wrath, it is climate collapse unfolding
before us. Yet three out of four of India’s
flood-prone districts still lack proper
early-warning systems.

This crisis is inseparable from global
feedback loops: permafrost is releasing
methane, glaciers are vanishing,
coral reefs are dying. Once these cycles
begin, they drive themselves. To dismiss
floods as accidents of weather is not
realism, it is denial. This is not pessimism,

it is physics.

Inequality of Emissions,
Inequality of Suffering

The world’s richest 10% drive emissions
with private jets and excess lifestyles,
while farmers and labourers lose lives and
crops. Climate change is not only an eco-
logical crisis. It is the violence of the rich
upon the poor.

Yet it is not the elites who die in land-
slides or lose their crops to floods. It is
farmers in Punjab whose fields are
destroyed, labourers in Himachal whose
houses collapse, and migrant families in
Delhi who lose what little they had.
Climate change is not only measured in
degrees or millimetres of rainfall, it is mea-
sured in uprooted families and broken
livelihoods.

And inequality is not just global; it is
domestic too. In India, urban elites
consume far more energy, fuel, and goods
than the rural majority, yet it is the poor
who live on riverbanks, in fragile hillside
settlements, and in unplanned colonies
most exposed to disaster. The climate
crisis is layered upon pre-existing injustice,
deepening every faultline of class and
geography.

FIRST
olumn

Redefining Progress Before It Is
Too Late

We need to redefine progress. A “good life”
cannot remain defined by bigger cars,
bigger houses, more air miles. That defi-
nition was implanted by those who profit
from our desires.

Urgent reforms are overdue: restore
wetlands and floodplains, tax carbon-
heavy consumption, and disclose the
footprints of corporations and celebrities.
But there is a warning: no reform will hold
without a shift in human consumption.
Policies will fail unless minds change.
Festivals need not mean firecrackers. Joy
need not mean excess travel or display.
The climate outside reflects the climate
within, and when the inner selfis restless,
nature too collapses.

This is why the PrashantAdvait
Foundation has launched Operation 2030,
a mission to awaken citizens before the
UN'’s climate deadline. Scientists warn that
unless warming is capped at 1.5°C by 2030,
feedback cycles-melting glaciers, rising
seas, collapsing ecosystems-will lock us
into irreversibility. Operation 2030 rests
on one insight: only inner clarity can
anchor outer change.

A Civilisational Test

Looking again at this week’s disasters:
highways blocked, villages drowned, pil-
grims stranded, crops ruined, it is clear that
these are not just damages to be compen-
sated; they are reminders of what reckless
choices bring.

Mountains can bear only so much blast-
ing, rivers only so much encroachment,
cities only so much concrete. When the
limits are crossed, collapse follows. If we
hurry to rebuild on the same foundations
of ignorance, the next disaster is already
assured. If we pause, reflect, and change
direction, this moment could still become
a turning point.

The Gita reminds us: action born of inner
clarity liberates, while action born of
delusion destroys. Development without
wisdom is rehearsal for the next tragedy.
The monsoon has spoken. The question
is, will we listen?

And if we refuse to listen, it will not only
be us who pay. It will be our children and
grandchildren who inherit a land where
the monsoon is feared, not welcomed;
where rivers mean devastation, not fertil-
ity. History will ask what we were doing
in 2025, when the signs were so clear. Our
silence then will be the loudest testimo-
ny of all.

‘Voter Adhikar Yatra’' redefines

How Mao misled Nehru as
China-Pakistan axis took shape

Opposition unity, elevates RaGa’s stature

ANIL
ANAND

Mr Rahul Gandhi’s 1,300-kilometre ‘Voter Adhikar
Yatra’ criss-crossing the rough and tumble of the
Hindi hinterland of poll-bound Bihar has certain-
ly stirred the country’s political pot afresh. If his
across-the-country Bharat Jodo Yatra and Bharat
Jodo Nyay Yatra were meant to bring him out
of the closet and erase the image of “Pappu” care-
fully heaped upon him by the Narendra Modi dis-
pensation, the Bihar outing has not only estab-
lished him as the sole potential candidate to chal-
lenge Mr Modi, but also considerably increased
his acceptability in the opposition camp.

This, importantly, is his first foray in the hard-
core cow-belt where Congress has nothing to fall
back upon. It is too early to gauge his endeav-
our'simpact on the organisation or

the time it concluded.

The astounding success of the Rahul-focused
march, as senior journalist and columnist Ms
Neeraja Chaudhary described it after extensive-
ly covering the event, is solely ascribed to him.
Despite the Congress organisation being in sham-
bles in Bihar, he drew out enthusiastic crowds.

The immediate purpose of the march cover-
ing nearly 125 assembly constituencies was, of
course, to galvanise public opinion in favour of
the Rashtriya Janata Dal (R]D)-Congress-Left led
opposition alliance. Despite the R|D being the
dominant partner, Congress, courtesy of Mr
Gandhi, has been able to steal the show.
However, the success of the event with Mr
Gandhi playing a dominant role has also brought
into focus its impact on the national political
scene, particularly the fragile opposition unity.

From the national perspective, it has raised
the stature of Mr Gandhi by many notches, estab-
lishing him as the frontline challenger to Mr Modi
in future electoral contests. The regional satraps,
particularly the muscle-flexing Trinamool

Congress supremo, Ms Mamata

its electoral dividends. The net gain
is that he has been able to set the
narrative, forcing others, including
the BJP, to follow, and has led the
charge from the front.

His political rating has definitely increased,
notwithstanding the fact that the ‘Voter Adhikar
Yatra’ was supposed to be a local phenomenon
with focus on the Bihar assembly elections. The
idea was to corner the Election Commission of
India (ECI) and the ruling BJP on the issue of sur-
reptitiously deleting votes through a hurriedly
called Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of voter rolls
barely three months before assembly polls.

No one, even Mr Gandhi’s worst critics, can
deny that he has been able to raise a crescen-
do over this issue single-handedly in true
‘Sansad se Sadak tak’ manner and succeeded
singularly despite a hostile and partisan media.
The fact of the matter is that he has successful-
ly changed the tide from being reactive to launch-
ing the action straightaway. This is particularly
so in Bihar. In the rest of the country, it has
become a talking point and theme of discussion,
thereby forcing the ECI to come out with
unconvincing clarifications, leading to strength-
ening his narrative and the resultant doubt in
the public mind.

Although the ‘Voter Adhikar Yatra’ was an
I.N.D.I.A combined venture, which was testified
by the presence of leading leaders and represen-
tatives of its constituents (regional parties from
other parts of the country) but dominated by the
Bihar-centric poll alliance, from the word go it
had the stamp of Mr Gandhi affixed.

In fact, he became the star attraction pulling
crowds, overwhelmingly youth, and finally his
stamp was firmly affixed on the mega event by
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Banerjee, and self-styled rebel and
AAP chief, Mr Arvind Kejriwal, seem
to have fallen by the wayside as the
Bihar event unfolded. As it is, the
latter has disassociated himself from
the I.N.D.L.A alliance but kept a window open as
AAP has joined the opposition protest on SIR in
Bihar. The just concluded monsoon session of
Parliament saw a more co-ordinated show by
the opposition alliance on the issue of alleged
tampering of voters’ lists and sudden SIR in Bihar.
There was not a single voice of dissent and every
constituent of LN.D.L.A participated at one level
or the other.

The SIR and resultant ‘Voter Adhikar Yatra’ have
pushed Mr Modi, for the first time in the last
decade, on the back foot. It is for the first time,
all this while, that an issue has stuck around his
neck, rendering his well-crafted counter-offen-
sive mechanism ineffective.

The positive buzz over these issues combined
with his relentless ‘Samvidhan Bachao’ campaign
getting public traction, has proved a new trend-
setter for Mr Gandhi. Although Mr Gandhi has
emerged as the dramatis persona behind the
success of the Bihar march and the main driving
force behind his relentless campaign against the
ECl and the BJP-led Central Government, it should
in no way diminish the contribution of the other
I.N.D.I.A bloc partners. The united show put by
the opposition inside and outside Parliament,
despite reluctance to direct participation by Ms
Banerjee and her ilk, certainly gave strength to
him as the leader of the premier opposition party
of the country.

Another interesting outcome of these devel-
opments, owing to effective headship provided
by Mr Gandhi, is acceptance of his leadership by

the bloc leaders as against earlier reluctance on
their part. This is a hard-earned situation which
he should not squander by only focusing on his
solo drives and ignoring Congress’s organisation-
al weaknesses.

There is still a strong imponderable whether
Mr Gandhi’s stellar effort will help raise the
Congress’s graph both at the national level and
in Bihar. Such a scenario had earlier emerged at
the end of his nearly 6,500-kilometre twin
yatras across the country, but it had fizzled out
due to lack of organisational back-up from the
party to carry forward the positive impact.

Will the ‘Voter Adhikar Yatra’, which has firmly
saddled Mr Gandhi on the national political fir-
mament, meet the fate of the Bharat Jodo yatras?

The question assumes significance as nothing
much has changed on the organisational front
in Congress, which continues to reel under a
status quoist culture.

His efforts to change this culture, which pri-
marily is being perpetuated by the old guard,
have met stiff resistance after the culmination
of the Bharat Jodo Yatras. The more he tried to
change, though efforts were a tame affair, the
more vicious the saboteurs became in the
form of active BJP cells.

The Bihar yatra has fully empowered Mr
Gandhi to act decisively and given him enough
elbow space to act. The fact that he has shown
guts to take the bull by the horns by launching
a direct diatribe against Mr Modi, mostly over
policy issues including “poll management”,
means he should not let this opportunity go and
must act to overhaul the Congress, removing
deadwood, non-performers, and moles of the BJP
(by Mr Gandhi’s own admission).

This is not only in Mr Gandhi and Congress’s
interest, but more in the interest of the nation.
A strong Congress and thereby a strong oppo-
sition could be an anathema to the ruling elite’s
attempts at creating a unitary system, undermin-
ing the basic democratic ethos of the country.
The opposition parties, particularly Ms Banerjee
and Mr Kejriwal, should also shed their biases
and keep aside personal ambitions for a while
to work for a bigger cause, which is to thwart
the challenge posed by Mr Modi.

The hard fact which they cannotignore is that
anational party such as Congress with pan-India
presence should act as a pivot to face this chal-
lenge. The sooner they realise, the better it would
be to take the fight against the ECI’s shenanigans,
and for the protection of the Constitution,
to its logical conclusion en route to electoral
victories ahead.
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A new book, “Trial By Water: Indus Basin and India-Pakistan Relations” by Uttam
Sinha, brings out how, as the Indus Waters Treaty was being negotiated, Mao
Zedong was already casting his eye on a strategic relationship with Pakistan

When India and Pakistan signed the Indus
Waters Treaty in 1960, brokered by the World
Bank and hailed internationally as a model of
co-operation, it seemed a rare moment of sta-
bility in an otherwise fraught relationship. Yet
even as Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru extend-
ed his hand toward reconciliation with Pakistan,
a more ominous challenge was quietly taking
shape to the north-a China-Pakistan axis that
would soon alter the strategic landscape of
South Asia.

A new book, Trial By Water: Indus Basin and
India-Pakistan Relations by Uttam Sinha, brings
out how, as the Indus Waters Treaty was being
negotiated, Mao Zedong was already casting his
eye on a strategic relationship with Pakistan.
What Nehru hoped would be a step toward
peace with one neighbour coincided with the
forging of an alliance between his two most dif-
ficult adversaries.

The seeds of this two-front chal-

China moved closer in the late

lenge were sown in the 1950s. After
occupying Tibet in 1950, Mao had set
his eyes on Aksai Chin, a desolate but
strategically crucial high-altitude
desert of Ladakh. By the mid-1950s, China had
built a road through the region, linking Xinjiang
to Tibet. Nehru, downplaying its importance, told
Parliament in 1959 that the area had “not a blade
of grass,” a remark that would haunt India after
China consolidated its grip during the 1962 war.
Behind Mao’s rhetoric of Asian solidarity, his
ambitions were calculated and expansionist.
When he met Nehru in 1954, Mao charmed the
Indian leader with talk of shared struggles
against Western imperialism. He spoke of
peace, dismissed war as unprofitable, and
even recited poetry at their farewell. But
beneath the gestures lay a grand design. For
Mao, rivers, mountains, and barren expanses
were not empty landscapes; they were strate-
gic levers. Control over the headwaters of the
Indus in Tibet and Aksai Chin gave China the
ability to influence lifelines that sustained mil-
lions downstream.

Even as Indian engineers were engaged in del-
icate negotiations with Pakistan over the Indus
river system, China was tightening its grip over
these contested territories. The Indus, beginning
from Tibet’s sacred Mount Kailash, passes
through Aksai Chin before reaching Ladakh and
eventually flowing into Pakistan. With the
occupation of Aksai Chin and later the Shaksgam
Valley ceded by Pakistan in 1963, China was
steadily positioning itself as a decisive playerin
Kashmir’s strategic geography.

The betrayal became clear as Pakistan and
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1950s and early 1960s. While Nehru
defended the Indus Waters Treaty
as a step toward peace with
Pakistan, Islamabad was quietly
negotiating with Beijing to define their common
border. In 1963, Pakistan handed over 5,180
square kilometres of the Shaksgam Valley to
China, giving Beijing a foothold in Gilgit-Baltistan
and cementing the foundation of a long-term
strategic partnership.

India’s protests went unheeded. An official
note to China in 1962 asserted India’s sovereign-
ty over the entire state of Jammu and Kashmir,
but by then, the ground reality had shifted. As
New Delhi placed its faith in diplomacy and
restraint, Beijing and Islamabad were forging an
alliance that would eventually confront India on
two fronts-militarily in wars and diplomatical-
ly in global forums.

The story of the Indus Waters Treaty, often cel-
ebrated as a triumph of co-operation, thus hides
a parallel story of strategic miscalculation. As
Nehru sought peace with Pakistan through
water-sharing, Mao was setting
the stage for a partnership with Islamabad that
would redefine South Asia’s security equation.
The real trial was not in the Indus waters alone,
but in the dangerous alignment of two
neighbours-an axis that continues to test India
to this day.
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GST 2.0: AREFORM THAT

TOUCHES EVERY INDIAN

OPINION

TUHIN A.SINHA &
NAGENDER PARASHAR

ndia has entered a
Inew era of economic
governance. With
the rollout of GST 2.0,
the Union Government
under the leadership
of Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has
delivered a reform that is
not only historic but also
deeply people-centric.
This bold step reflects a
careful balance of fiscal
prudence and inclusive
growth, bringing relief to
households, industries,
and entrepreneurs alike.
At the heart of GST 2.0
lies a dramatic simplifica-
tion. The old 12% and 28%
slabs have been scrapped
in favour of a streamlined
dual-rate system of 5% and
18%, with a 40% levy re-
served for luxury and sin
goods. For the common
man, this means cheap-

er essentials, affordable
healthcare, lower costs of
education tools and appli-
ances, and more money in
hand to spend. For farmers,
reduced taxation on agri-
cultural inputs eases costs,
increases profitability, and
strengthens the rural econ-
omy. For the middle class,
a simplified structure low-
ers day-to-day expenses,
directly boosting purchas-
ing power. This reform en-
sures that no group is left
behind—it touches every
household, every village,
and every sector.

India’s 63 million Micro,
Small, and Medium Enter-
prises—the true engines of
job creation—are among
the biggest winners of
GST 2.0. By lowering input
costs, easing compliance,
and stimulating consumer
demand, this reform pro-

vides a structural push to
MSMEs. For too long, these
enterprises struggled with
complex paperwork, high
tax burdens, and cash flow
bottlenecks. Today, they
stand empowered to com-
pete, expand, and innovate.
The ripple effects are clear:
stronger MSMEs mean
more jobs, higher incomes,
and deeper penetration of
entrepreneurship in rural
and semi-urban India.
Perhaps the most pro-
gressive aspect of GST 2.0
is the reduction of GST on
medical technology items
from 12% to 5%. This single
decision has the potential
to transform India’s health-
care landscape. Affordable
access to diagnostics and
devices will improve pre-
ventive care, consistency
across preventive, curative,
and rehabilitative health-
care will reduce disparities,
and the expansion of early
detection mechanisms will
lower long-term costs for
families. It is a reform with
a human face—one that
puts Swasth Bharat at the
heart of Samriddh Bharat.
Equally important is the
way GST 2.0 strengthens
India’s economic founda-
tion. By simplifying rates
and processes, it rein-

forces predictability and
transparency, which are
crucial for attracting in-
vestment and driving in-
dustrial growth. Domestic
consumption will rise as
disposable incomes in-
crease, entrepreneurs and
investors will gain con-
fidence in a transparent,
pro-growth tax regime,
supply chains will become
more efficient, and fiscal
prudence will be preserved
even as demand-side ex-
pansion is encouraged.
This is not a reform driven
by populism; it is a strategic
recalibration of India’s fis-
cal architecture, carefully
designed to balance imme-
diate relief with long-term
sustainability.

The brilliance of GST 2.0
lies in its universality. From
agriculture to manufac-
turing, from healthcare to
education, from startups to
large industries—everyone
benefits. Women-led busi-
nesses and youth-driven
startups stand to gain from
lower costs and easier com-
pliance. By breaking down
barriers and unlocking
growth across sectors, this
reform reaffirms India’s
commitment to inclusive
development.

Over the last 11 years,

Women-led businesses and youth-driven
startups stand to gain from lower costs
and easier compliance. By breaking down
barriers andunlocking growth across
sectors, this reform reaffirms India’s
commitment to inclusive development.

Prime Minister Modi has
consistently delivered re-
forms that have put In-
dia on a stronger footing.
GST 2.0 is the latest in this
continuum. From the ini-
tial rollout in 2017 to to-
day’s simplified, futuristic
framework, India has tran-
sitioned from fragmented
taxation to a unified, citi-
zen-friendly system. This is
a historic milestone not just
in tax reform but in gover-
nance itself, demonstrating
how cooperative federal-
ism—where the Union and
States move together—can
achieve transformative re-
sults for the nation.

GST 2.0 is more than a
set of revised tax rates. It is
a reform of lives and liveli-
hoods, a powerful catalyst
for national progress. It
empowers households, en-
ergises industries, revital-
ises MSMEs, strengthens
healthcare, and reinforces
investor confidence. Above
all, it demonstrates that re-
forms can be both fiscally
responsible and socially
progressive. In its vision
and execution, GST 2.0
exemplifies the essence of
New India: bold, inclusive,
and future-ready. It will be
remembered as a reform
that touched not just bal-
ance sheets, but the very
lives of ordinary Indians—
proving that under PM
Modi’s leadership, gover-
nance is not about num-
bers, but about people.

Tuhin A. Sinba, National
Spokesperson, BfP

Nagender Parashar, Director,
Parashar Future Technologies

Learning without
teachers

OPINION

NAVNEET SHARMA

“The destiny of India is being
shaped in her classrooms.”
‘When the Kothari Commis-
sion report began with this
truism, it could scarcely have
imagined that, even after six
decades, India’s ever-expand-
ing classroom population
would be compelled to write
its destiny largely without
guidance, or with only neg-
ligible support, because of the
absence of teachers who were
expected to mentor pupilsin
shaping both their own fu-
tures and that of the nation.

A recent press release
by the Press Information
Bureau (PIB) proudly pro-
claimed that India has one
crore teachers to educate
twenty-four crore school-go-
ing children. On the surface,
this would appear to reflect
the attainment of the ideal
pupil-teacher ratio (PTR)
of 1:24 required for the deliv-
ery of quality education. Yet,
a closer interrogation of the
data reveals a starkly differ-
ent, and far more troubling,
reality. The ten most popu-
lous states of India, which are
Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Bihar, West Bengal, Madhya
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Rajast-
han, Karnataka, Gujarat,and
AndhraPradesh, collectively
home to more than seventy
percent of the country’s pop-
ulation, present a contrasting
narrative.

Data from Uttar Pradesh’s
Basic Education Depart-
mentillustrates this paradox.
The state manages 1,32,855
schools with 6,03,441 teach-
ers, averaging 4.5 teachers
per school. However, of-
ficial records also indicate
that 8,866 of these schools
function with only one
teacher, accommodating a
total enrolment of 6,11,950
students, which translates
intoa staggering PTR 0f1:69.
In practice, thismeans thatin
schools with five grades (I-V),
a single teacher is expected
not only to simultaneously
teach all classes but also to
oversee the PM-POSHAN
(mid-day meal scheme) and
engage in administrative and
managerial tasks. By com-
parison, private school data
from the same state reflects
4,14,144 teachers employed
across 74,471 schools, un-
derscoring the significant
disparities in access to quality
education between govern-

mentand private institutions.

The situation within Uttar
Pradesh’s districts further ac-
centuates this divide. Hardoi,
with the highest number of
government schools, hosts
3,446 schools enrolling
4,83,678 students but staffed
by only 14,609 teachers,
yielding a PTR of 1:33. Con-
versely, Ghaziabad records
445 government schools
against 1,356 private schools,
where 2,643 teachers serve
96,993 students, producing
aPTR of 1:37.

This crisis extends beyond
Uttar Pradesh. Across the
ten most populous states,
10,17,660 government
schools include 1,10,971
single-teacher schools, en-
rolling nearly four crore
students. These children are
effectively denied meaning-
ful access to teachers’ time,
guidance, and mentorship.
Madhya Pradesh alone ac-
counts for the highest num-
ber of single-teacher schools,
catering to 5,87,208 students
witha PTR of 1:44. Bihar has
2,637 such schools with an
astonishing PTR of 1:110,
while West Bengal reports
6,366 schools with 2,48,696
students and a PTR of 1:39.

By the government’s own
estimates, India requires an
additional ten lakh teach-
ers, with nearly four lakh
vacancies at the elementary
level alone. Addressing these
shortagesis not insurmount-
able; with political will and
administrative resolve,
such recruitment could be
achieved within a year. What
is more alarming, however, is
the systemic apathy not only
toward the teaching profes-
sion but also toward the very
act of teaching itself, despite
India being a signatory to
numerous Sustainable De-
velopment Goal (SDG) con-
ventions.

Teacher recruitment and
teacher education pro-
grammes have been mired
in neglect over the past de-
cade. The constant experi-
mentation with 1-, 2-, and
4-year teacher education
programmes, often dictated
by the whims of policymak-
ers, has generated confusion
rather than clarity regard-
ing the pathways to becom-
ing a qualified teacher. The
frequency and rapidity of
these curricular revisions

have blurred the vision of
what constitutes a teacher
and what professional com-
petencies the role demands.

Equally disquieting are
the conditions of service
and remuneration. Salaries
vary significantly depending
on the nature of the appoint-
ment and the type of school
management. In flagship
government programmes
such as Samagra Shiksha
Abhiyan, contractual teach-
ers receive monthly salaries
of Rs 18,000 in Bihar and
Rs 25,000 in Tamil Nadu.
These figures are less than
the government-prescribed
minimum daily wage for
semi-skilled labourers and,
in some contexts, even half
the wage of highly skilled
labourers. Furthermore,
sixty-nine percent of teach-
ers in private schools and
fourteen percent in govern-
ment schools are employed
on contractual terms, leaving
them devoid of job security
and financial stability. Pro-
longed delays in recruitment
processes and the acute in-
frastructural deficits in rural
schools further render teach-
ing an unattractive career
choice, dissuading talented
individuals from entering the
profession.

Unmindful policies exac-
erbate the crisis. Initiatives
such as the National Profes-
sional Standards for Teachers
(NPST) and the mandatory
fifty hours of Continuing Pro-
fessional Development (CPD)
annually risk compounding
existing challenges. Rather
than strengthening the pro-
fession, such measures often
add bureaucratic burdens
that undermine teacher au-
tonomy and morale.

Before placing blame for
policy failures on teachers
themselves, it is imperative
to reimagine policies that
accord dignity, respect, and
professional autonomy to
the teaching vocation, rather
than resorting to the hollow
rhetoric of likening teachers
to divinities. Without such
structural reorientation,
teachers will remain rel-
egated to the role of subservi-
ent employees, compelled to
comply with the ideological
dictates of their superiors.

Without investing in hu-
man capacity, India risks
fostering a nation of class-
rooms without teachers,
and, consequently, a nation
without direction.

(Navneet Sharma teaches in
Central University of Himachal
Pradesh. Views are personal)

FROWNING
PROHIBITED

JAS KOHLI

Itis a typicalvday. My ‘to do
list’ is ever expanding- like

the fiscal deficit of states.
Then, I hear my favourite
sound- rain drops. I rush to
the verandah and get spell-
bound by the sight of pearls
of aqua. Tasks can wait. The
same scenario repeats mul-
tiple times every monsoon.
However, I don’t suffer from
the peculiar stomach disor-
der which affects most In-
dians on a rainy day. It can
only be cured by having pa-
koda, samosa or vada with

masala tea.

To state that the Indian
subcontinent is a gift of the
monsoon wouldn’t be an
exaggeration. Here, with
the onset of rains, every
creature, whether human
or animal, develops eupho-
ria which is equivalent to
ingestion of a few measures
of alcohol. Since times im-
memorial, our poets have
gone into overdrive during
rains. However, in poetic
imagination, the beauty with
the kohl lined eyes has the
upper hand. She teases the
dark clouds, ‘Your show is
only for a few months. But
my black tresses weave their
magic throughout the year.’
In fact, clouds, rain, winds,
moon, rivers, boats, sea-
shore and beautiful women
are planning to sue the poets

and the shayars for the un-
paid royalty.

During the wet season, if
one’s beloved is away to an-
other city for a job, that job
may be valued as worthless.
Even if old lovers have been
forgotten, their memories

resurface. This is also the
best time to propose because
boys and girls are the most
receptive in Saawan.

But the romantic notion of
rains turns traumatic if one
has to make an unavoidable
road trip during torrential

rain. With streams of water
flowing through the streets,
there is a constant prayer
on the lips- I hope I don’t
hit a spine rattling pothole.
And if one starts thinking
of open manholes, collapse
of bridges and sudden ap-

pearance of sinkholes, pal-
pitations are guaranteed.
While some reckless driv-
ers splash water and mud
on the pedestrians and the
incoming vehicles, a lot of
mudslinging also happens
in the monsoon session of
the parliament.

Also, people who live in
low lying areas or in colo-
nies with poor drainage,
have mixed feelings about
the rains. Surprisingly,
the drainage problem has
remained unresolved for
decades in some areas- the
authorities will surely find
a solution once all the equa-
tions about the dark matter
in the universe get solved.
Another section of popula-
tion who remain on edge
during the monsoon are
the government and private

weather forecasters. Their
‘plus’ forecast often turns
out to be ‘minus’ and vice
versa. Even the use of su-
percomputers in forecast-
ing rain hasn’t given super
results on a consistent basis.

Lately, the monsoon has
become quite moody. Some-
times it decides to dump lot
of water in a place. On the
other hand, it may decide to
take an extended break, es-
pecially in August and Sep-
tember. The rain Gods must
be annoyed. To reciprocate
for the benevolence of our
amazing planet, our return
gifts have included- defor-
estation, pollution, illegal
mining and global warming.

The days of romancing
under an umbrella are over.
Nowadays couples prefer to
go on long drives!
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THE DAILY GUARDIAN SURVEY ON INDIA-US RELATIONS

64% people believe that US is appearing isolated in the

ongoing trade war

India-U.S. ties have soured under Trump, marked by tariffs
and insults, pushing India toward strategic autonomy. At
the SCO, India deepened ties with Russia and began a reset
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with China, reflecting multipolarity’s rise. While negotia-
tions with Washington continue, trust has eroded, and In-
dia pursues diversified relations to safeguard its interests.
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Delhi drowns, Punjab breaches:

North Indiain s

CONTINUED FROM P1

infestations. Kejriwal also
urged the Union Govern-
ment to extend urgent sup-
port, arguing that “if we
can send aid abroad, surely
we must help our own
flood-hit states.”

In neighbouring Punjab,
a breach at Sasrali embank-
ment in Ludhiana East
had already submerged
farmland and endangered
15 villages. Despite round-
the-clock efforts by villag-
ers, the army and NDRF
to fortify the bundh with
sandbags and stones, the
Sutlej’s fury proved over-
whelming. Thousands
of acres of standing crops
now lie destroyed, while
residents have been moved
into makeshift shelters.
Deputy Commissioner Hi-
manshu Jain said assess-
ments of farmers’ losses
would be carried out once
the waters stabilise.

The Bhakra Beas Man-
agement Board chairman
Manoj Tripathi admitted
that an earlier drawdown
of reservoir levels “may
have provided cushion,”
but dismissed claims that
he had been prevented
from releasing water dur-
ing the Nangal protest.

Meghalaya

sure dedicated officials for
Meghalaya, strengthening
governance and adminis-
tration.

He also pressed for the in-
clusion of Khasi and Garo
languages in the Eighth
Schedule of the Constitution.
Sangma reminded Shah that
the Meghalaya Assembly had
already passed a resolution
to this effect and that several
memoranda had been sub-
mitted to the Centre. Recog-

%

BBMB Chairman Manoj Tripathi
levelin Dam. ANI

His remarks, however,
stood in sharp contrast to
the Punjab government’s
position and fuelled politi-
cal recriminations.

Congress leader Navjot
Singh Sidhu went further,
calling the Punjab floods a
“man-made disaster, not
destiny.”

He accused both the
Centre and the state of
systemic failures — from
illegal sand mining that
weakened embankments
to the absence of long-
term desilting strategies
and poor coordination of

evere flood grip

.q‘.‘

while sharing details of water

dam releases. “The five
rivers of Punjab, once a
boon, have become a curse
through sustained mis-
management,” Sidhu de-
clared.

As both the Yamuna and
Sutlej rivers continue to
rage, North India remains
on high alert. With heavy
rainfall still forecast, the
immediate challenge for
governments lies in re-
lief and rescue, but the
longer-term questions of
accountability and pre-
paredness remain unan-
swered.

CM urges Shah...

nition of these languages, he
said, would provide a major
boost to cultural identity and
preservation. On the Inner
Line Permit (ILP), the Chief
Minister once again urged
the Union Government to
implement the system in
Meghalaya.

He cited the Assembly
resolution supporting ILP
and flagged concerns over
illegal immigration and in-
filtration, particularly given
the state’s international bor-
ders. He stressed that ILP

remained the most effective
legal safeguard for Megha-
laya’s interests.

Sangma also proposed
naming a road in New Delhi
after the late P.A. Sangma,
former Lok Sabha Speaker
and one of the tallest leaders
from the Northeast. Describ-
ing him as a national figure
who consistently champi-
oned the rights of tribals,
minorities, and the people
of the region, he said the
gesture would be a fitting
tribute.

70%

THE DAILY GUARDIAN SURVEY ON BENGAL FILES CONTROVERSY

Voters see pressure, truth suppression, electoral impact

The Daily Guardian Survey on 5 Sep-
tember 2025 polled 243 respondents
about the controversy around the film
The Bengal Files. The sample skewed

male (95%). A strong majority, 77%,
believe the film’s makers are facing
political pressure in West Bengal. An
even larger share, 82%, feel the state

government is trying to suppress the
truth. Looking ahead to politics, 74%
think the ruling party fears losing
power in upcoming elections.
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‘B for Bidi, B for Bihar’ remark...
Wearethebestineveryfield is an individual’s personal J apan bends to US...

CONTINUED FROM P1

ing Bihar with bidi is an in-
sult that cannot be erased by
simply saying sorry. Every
Bihari feels disrespected,”
Suman told India News.
He warned that voters
would ensure the Congress
is “wiped out from Bihar” in
the coming elections.
Calling Bihar the “land of
knowledge and Emperor
Ashoka,” Suman said, “Bi-
haris will not tolerate this.

and will give a fitting reply.”
He further alleged that

Congress has always been

dismissive of Bihar’s people.

“They pushed Bihar back by

25-30 years and now dream
of reviving jungle raj. Rahul
Gandhi comes here for show
while his party compares
Bihar to bidi. This is a grave
insult,” he said. On the is-
sue of smoking, Suman
remarked, “Smoking bidi

matter, you cannot associate
it with any state or country.”
He also attacked RJD leader
Tejashwi Yadavy, calling him

“a leader of goons,” and
claimed Bihar has moved
far ahead from the days of
jungle raj.

As the backlash intensi-
fied, Congress maintained
that the account which
posted the remark had been
hacked.

CM Bhajanlal Sharma to flag off
160 new Roadways Buses

CONTINUED FROM P1

state.

Roadways employees, led
by Executive Director (Me-
chanical) Ravi Soni, worked
tirelessly to prepare 160
new buses for today’s flag-
off ceremony. Despite Fri-
day’s rain, the team worked
day and night to ensure all
vehicles were ready for the
event.

The newly prepared fleet
includes a maximum of 40
buses for Vaishalinagar de-
pot. The remaining buses
have been allocated to vari-
ous other depots across the
state, with 22 each for Vidy-
anagar and Shahpura, 20
each for Jaipur and Dausa,
and 21 for the Ajmer-
Sawaimadhopur-Bhilwara

circuit. Additionally, S buses
each have been assigned to
the Kotputli, Hindaun, and
Dholpur depots.

The state government had
announced the inclusion of
these new buses in the pub-
lic transport system in the
budget for the year 202526
with the aim of providing
affordable, safe and mod-
ern transport facilities to
the general public. Now,
implementing this bud-
get announcement, these
buses are being officially
introduced in the roadways
fleet. The buses received by
the corporation so far in-
clude 160 Blue Line Express
buses, which are equipped
with modern technologies
with 3x2 seating arrange-

ment. These have modern
features like GPS tracking
system, CCTV cameras,
panic button and e-ticket-
ing facility. Apart from this,
12 new super luxury buses
have also been received by
the corporation, which will
be used for long routes and
special services.

The Roadways adminis-
tration said that under the
inauguration program, the
first bus will be dispatched
from Jaipur to Kainchid-
ham, Uttarakhand. It was
said that immediately af-
ter the inauguration, these
buses will be sent to the re-
spective depots and regular
operations will be started on
various districts and routes
of the state.

Hazratbal emblem defaced; Waqf
chief demands arrests

CONTINUED FROM P1

emblem damaged. Those who did this are
not just miscreants, they are terrorists.”
She urged Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
Home Minister Amit Shah, and senior secu-
rity officials to ensure swift arrests of those

responsible.

Alleging political motives behind the inci-
dent, Dr Andrabi said, “This disruption ap-
pears to have been deliberately orchestrated
by political elements and their supporters. I
had already warned about the possibility of

such provocations.”
She added that an FIR would be filed

whose recent

against all involved, including a legislator

social media remarks alleg-

edly inflamed tensions.
Reaffirming the Waqf Board’s commit-
ment to safeguarding religious sites, Dr

Andrabi said the ongoing renovation of

concluded

Hazratbal aims to enhance both sanctity
and accessibility. “We will not allow anyone
to politicise places of worship. These are sa-
cred spaces meant for prayer and unity,” she

<04.

Is the film ‘The Bengal Files’
biased toward a particular
political ideology?

India holds firm as

CONTINUED FROM P1

Critics argue Japan has
been left with little in ex-
change, while enforcement
remains entirely under U.S.
control. Trump invoked
emergency powers under
the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers
Act to justify the measures,
insisting persistent trade
deficits threaten America’s
security.

The sharp imbalance in
the U.S.-Japan pact comes
as India has itself been
dragged into Washing-
ton’s tariff battles. Trump
recently claimed New
Delhi offered him a “no
tariff” deal—remarks dis-
missed by the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) as
misleading. The U.S. has
imposed a 50 per cent levy
on Indian goods, including
a 25 per cent penalty over
its purchases of Russian
crude.

Tensions escalated fur-
ther when Trump, days af-
ter the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organisation (SCO)
summit in Tianjin, posted
on Truth Social: “Looks
like we’ve lost India and
Russia to deepest, dark-
est China. May they have
a long and prosperous fu-

SITHARAMAN STANDS
FIRM ON RUSSIAN OIL

B India will continue pur-
chasing Russian crude,
Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman said,
stressing that decisions
will be driven solely by
national interest, rates
and logistics.

ture together!” He shared
an old photograph of Modi
with Vladimir Putin and
Xi Jinping, while sepa-
rately accusing Chinese
President Xi of “conspir-
ing against” America dur-
ing a military parade in
Beijing attended by Putin
and Kim Jong Un.

India has brushed off
these remarks. MEA
spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal underlined that
the India-U.S. partnership
remains “comprehensive,
strategic and resilient,”
citing ongoing military
exercises in Alaska and
continued engagement on
trade and mobility issues.
He also rejected comments
from former White House
trade adviser Peter Na-
varro that India was “feed-
ing Russia’s war machine,”
calling them “inaccurate
and misleading.”

CM Bhajanlal Sharma
at State level Teacher’s

CONTINUED FROM P1

only storehouses of knowl-
edge but also awakeners of
dreams. He referenced Dr.
AP]J Abdul Kalam’s belief
that a good book equals a
thousand friends, but a good
friend equals a library. The
CM added that, in his view,
a good teacher is equal to a
thousand libraries. Teach-
ers inspire hope in strug-

gling students and serve as
role models who impart life
values. Beyond academic
knowledge, they instill im-
portant social values such
as truth, non-violence, com-
passion, service, and patrio-
tism. According to the CM,
teachers also teach crucial
life lessons like humility,
honesty, and the idea that
serving others is the high-
est form of worship.
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PHILOSOPHER-PRESIDENT

After assuming the presidency in 1962, Radbakrishnan was asked to
celebrate bis birthday on 5 September; be declined and replied that it would
be bis “proud privilege” if that date were observed as Teachers’ Day instead.
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arvepalli Rad-
hakrishnan (born
Sept 5, 1888, Thirut-

tani) grew up in a modest
Telugu Brahmin family;
his father hoped he’d be a
temple priest, but scholar-
ships carried him to Ma-
dras Christian College at
sixteen, graduating with
honors in 1907. A cousin’s
discarded philosophy text-
books diverted him from
mathematics “by chance
rather than choice,” spark-
ing a thesis on Vedantic eth-
ics at twenty and a lifelong
defense of Indian thought.
By his early thirties he was
publishing widely, from
The Philosophy of Rabindra-
nath Tagore (1918) to the
two-volume Indian Philoso-
phy (1923-27), establishing
him internationally. In 1936
he became the first Indian
to hold an Oxford chair—
the Spalding Professorship
of Eastern Religions and
Ethics—while also lectur-
ing abroad (e.g., the 1930
Haskell Lectures at Chi-
cago). For all the eminence,
he remained approachable,
famed for quick, clarify-
ing wit. As a teacher he in-
spired unusual devotion:
on leaving the University
of Mysore, students pulled
his carriage to the railway
station—a farewell of pure
affection.

FAMILY AND
PERSONAL LIFE
While Radhakrishnan’s
public life as a scholar and
leader is well documented,
his personal life was more
private and is less widely
discussed. In 1903, at the
very young age of 15, he was
married to Sivakamu, a dis-
tant cousin (she was only
ten at the time, in keeping
with the customs of that
era). Despite the marriage’s
early start, it proved endur-
ing and supportive. Siv-
akamu was a steady pres-
ence by Radhakrishnan’s
side for over five decades,
until her death in 1956. The
couple had five daughters
and one son. Their son,
Sarvepalli Gopal, would
later become a prominent
historian in his own right,
indicating the scholarly at-
mosphere of the family.
Radhakrishnan’s family
life was not without diffi-
culties and complexities.
He came from humble ori-
gins and, as he rose in stat-
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Vice President of India Dr Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan with his family members on his 66th birthday, in New Delhi on September

5, 1954. Wikimedia Commons

ure, he carried the weight
of supporting an extended
family. There is evidence
that he faced some per-
sonal estrangements: for
instance, he maintained a
formal distance from his
mother for much of his
adult life, a decision rooted
in complicated family cir-
cumstances. He also en-
dured the loss of his wife
in his later years, which
he poignantly described
as “the end of a long chapter.”
A close bond with his son
Gopal helped sustain him
through those trials. Go-
pal, who wrote a candid
biography of his father,
remarked that Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan “through-
out a long life bad never been
guilty of a mean deed; and it
is unlikely that be ever had a
mean thought.” This loving
tribute from his son sug-
gests that, whatever per-
sonal shortcomings he may
have had, Radhakrishnan
was fundamentally a man
of integrity and good heart.

Those who knew Rad-
hakrishnan personally
often commented on his
simple lifestyle and self-
discipline. Even at the
height of his fame, he was
austere in his habits. He
cared little for luxury or lei-
sure travel. In fact, friends
joked that he never took
time to sightsee even when
abroad - after numerous
trips through Egypt, he
never bothered to visit the
Pyramids, for example.
He preferred to spend free
hours quietly at home with
a book, finding joy in intel-
lectual pursuits and the
company of family. He once
half-jestly described his
home as a “caravanserai,” a
mere waystation, reflect-
ing his philosophical view
that in the grand scheme
of things all of us are but

A 1953 painted portrait of a distinguished scholar and
statesman by artist Serge Ivanoff, created while he served in
high office. Wikimedia Commons.

travelers in the world.
This blend of humility and
subtle humor in his private
outlook meshed perfectly
with his public persona.

PHILOSOPHER-
STATESMAN:
POLITICAL
CONNECTIONS AND
IDEOLOGY
Radhakrishnan was an ac-
ademic by background and
temperament, yet he be-
came an influential figure
in Indian public life during
a crucial period of the na-
tion’s history. In 1947, as In-
dia gained independence,
he was drawn into service
by leaders who trusted his
wisdom and non-partisan
stature. Although he had
not been active in the free-
dom struggle or a member
of the dominant Congress
Party, Radhakrishnan’s
reputation led to his inclu-
sion in the Constituent As-
sembly of India - the body
that drafted independent
India’s constitution. Prime
Minister Jawaharlal Ne-
hru in particular saw great
value in Radhakrishnan.
As Nehru once put it, Dr.
Radhakrishnan was “the
symbol of India” - a scholar-
statesman embodying the
country’s civilization and
its hopes.

In 1949, Nehru persuaded
Radhakrishnan to accept a
crucial diplomatic posting
as India’s Ambassador to
the Soviet Union. It was a
surprising choice to many
- sending a philosopher to
handle one of India’s most
delicate foreign relation-
ships - but Radhakrishnan
excelled. He had an astute
grasp of world affairs and
a talent for communication
that transcended cultural
barriers. In Moscow, he
patiently worked to dispel
Soviet skepticism about In-
dia’s independence. Fluent
in the language of idealism
and pragmatism alike, he
engaged the Soviet lead-
ership in discussions not
only of politics but also of
culture and philosophy.
His efforts helped lay the
groundwork for a friendly
Indo-Soviet relationship in
the decades to come. After
completing this mission,
Radhakrishnan returned
home in 1952 to be elected
as India’s first Vice-Presi-
dent. For ten years he pre-
sided over the Rajya Sabha
(the upper house of Parlia-
ment), bringing dignity and
wisdom to parliamentary
debates. Colleagues recall
how he used his wit and
erudition to diffuse tense
moments in the chamber.
‘When Radhakrishnan was
elevated to the presidency
in 1962, Nehru bade him
farewell from the legisla-
ture by saying that under

Dr. Radhakrishnan’s guid-
ance “you have made this a
rather unique place and con-
verted it into a family... Hence-
Sorth you will preside over the
nation itself”.

As the second President
of India (1962-1967), Rad-
hakrishnan continued
to apply his philosophi-
cal outlook to matters of
state. He saw his role as
being above daily politics
- a guide and conscience-
keeper for the nation. By
all accounts, he was a re-
spected, non-controversial
head of state, known for his
intellect and moral stand-
ing. He acted as a mentor
to statesmen of all parties.
Lal Bahadur Shastri, who
became Prime Minister in
1964, and Indira Gandhi,
who succeeded Shastri in
1966, both benefited from
Radhakrishnan’s grand-
fatherly counsel. Indira
Gandhi later reflected on

[V S

for all faiths. As chairman
of the first Indian Educa-
tion Commission in 1948,
he argued that education
in a secular state must still
teach moral and spiritual
values drawn from all the
great world religions. “To be
secular is not to be religiously
illiterate,” Radhakrishnan
wrote, “It is to be deeply spiri-
tual and not narrowly reli-
gious.” In his view, India’s
pluralistic society could
be a beacon to the world
by affirming unity in di-
versity. He also believed in
balancing tradition with
progress: Radhakrishnan
saw no contradiction be-
tween scientific, economic
development and the inner
development of the human
spirit. “We bave to provide the
material conditions of life...
Jfood, clothing and shelter — we
believe in control and plan-
ning,” he said, “So far as the
art of living is concerned... we

Photograph of Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan presented to First
Lady Jacqueline Kennedy in 1962. Wikimedia Commons.

Radhakrishnan’s contribu-
tion, saying it was “our good
fortune to have him as Vice-
President for ten years and
as President for five years. As
a statesman, be bad a devel-
oped understanding of all the
practical problems of nation-
building, and contributed sig-
nificantly to the consolidation
of our political traditions.”
Coming from the usually
skeptical Indira, this was
high praise indeed, indicat-
ing the regard he earned
across the political spec-
trum.

Despite his elevation to
high office, Radhakrish-
nan’s core convictions
remained those of a phi-
losopher and humanist.
He strongly advocated for
a secular but spiritually
informed ethos in India.
Importantly, he interpreted
“secularism” not as a re-
jection of religion, but as
a stance of equal respect

believe in absolute freedom.”
This synthesis of planning
with personal freedom was
reflective of his broader
philosophy that sought
harmony between oppo-
sites.

On the international
stage, President Rad-
hakrishnan was an elo-
quent spokesman for peace
and cooperation. He trav-
eled widely and addressed
forums like the United Na-
tions, where his speeches
drew on both Western
democratic ideals and
Eastern philosophical wis-
dom. During a visit to the
United States, he charmed
audiences with his depth of
knowledge of Jefferson and
Lincoln, even as he gently
reminded Americans that
political freedom must lead
to social justice. Likewise,
he urged Soviet leaders
to grant more intellectual
and spiritual freedoms, fa-

President John F Kennedy with then Indian President Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan,in the Oval
Office.This public-domain photograph comes from an official government record. Wikimedia
Commons.

Gamal Abdel Nasser Hussein, an Egyptian military officer receiving the Radhakrishnan.

Wikimedia Commons.

mously toasting to a “new
emphasis on intellectual
and spiritual values” dur-
ing a 1964 visit to Moscow.
His global stature as a phi-
losopher-statesman was
such that Bertrand Rus-
sell - the renowned British
mathematician and phi-
losopher - remarked upon
Radhakrishnan’s rise to the
presidency as “an honor to

ed with an impromptu
parable: God, he said, first
undercooked the human
“pancake,” yielding under-
done, pale Europeans - and
on the second try he over-
cooked it into the darker
Africans - but on the third
try he got it just right, pro-
ducing the nicely browned
Indians. Such stories circu-
lated widely, exemplifying

Beyond his scholarly and political
accomplishments, many of the most
charming and instructive stories about
Radbakrishnan come from recollections
of bis wit and quirky sense of bumor:

philosophy... I, as a philoso-
pher, take special pleasure in
this.” It was indeed remark-
able that a lifelong teacher
and thinker had become
the titular leader of the
world’s largest democracy.
Radhakrishnan’s presi-
dency symbolized the value
India placed on knowledge
and wisdom.

LEGACY

Beyond his scholarly and
political accomplishments,
many of the most charm-
ing and instructive stories
about Radhakrishnan
come from recollections of
his wit and quirky sense of
humor. He had an endless
supply of anecdotes and a
sharp, playful way of mak-
ing a point. For instance,
when the King of Greece
paid a state visit to India
in 1962, President Rad-
hakrishnan welcomed him
by cheerfully observing,
“Your Magesty, you are the first
King of Greece to come to India
as our guest; Alexander came
uninvited!”. The gentle barb
broke the ice in the room
with laughter, while also
slyly alluding to Alexander
the Great’s ancient invasion
of India. On another occa-
sion, during a friendly ban-
ter, a British official made
a patronizing remark that
God gave white people a su-
perior place. Radhakrish-
nan chuckled and respond-

how Radhakrishnan could
counter bigotry with quick
wit and a smile.

Even Mahatma Gandhi,
who was two decades Rad-
hakrishnan’s senior, felt the
sting of the younger man’s
logical ripostes in a friendly
exchange. When they first
met around 1915, Gandhi
was espousing his early
views on diet and medicine.
Gandhi implored Rad-
hakrishnan not to drink
cow’s milk, calling it “the
essence of beef.” The ever-
rational professor quipped,
“In that case we are all canni-
bals - for we drink our moth-
er’s milk, which is the essence of
buman flesh!”. Gandhi, tak-
en aback by the clever argu-
ment, soon countered with
another point about nature
healing without doctors, to
which Radhakrishnan re-
plied that many creatures
still die without medical
care. Observing this lively
back-and-forth, their mu-
tual friend wryly reminded
Gandhi, “Don’t you know be
is a professor of logic?”. The
story shows Radhakrish-
nan’s combination of re-
spect and irreverence -
even as a young man he did
not hesitate to debate the
Mahatma with facts and
reason, yet it was done in a
spirit of good humor.

Those close to Rad-
hakrishnan also remem-
ber his penchant for self-

deprecating jokes. One of
his college friends, a man
named Usman, had a ca-
reer that oddly kept cross-
ing Radhakrishnan’s path.
Years later, Radhakrishnan
recounted their trajectory
with a chuckle: “Usman
was my senior in college, then
became my classmate, and
later my junior. When I was
a professor, he was my Vice-
Chancellor. When I became
Vice-Chancellor, Usman was
my Chancellor.” Without di-
rectly saying so, the amus-
ing chronology pointed out
how titles and positions can
sometimes tell a mislead-
ing story about merit - a
subtle dig at how some less
capable people manage to
end up in high posts above
their betters. In private and
public, Radhakrishnan’s
humor was most often di-
rected not to hurt but to
enlighten. He believed that
great people need not scold;
they could convey truths
“delicately,” as he did even
when critiquing India’s
own shortcomings. For
example, after a less-than-
successful eye surgery in
India left him half-blind in
one eye, Radhakrishnan
joked that he would go to
Britain for the second eye’s
operation because “hbere I
was made Shukracharya (the
one-eyed guru); if they oper-
ate on my other eye as poorly,
1 fear becoming Dhritarashtra
(the blind king)!”. Through
a witty reference to Indian
mythology, he conveyed a
pointed criticism of medi-
cal standards without any
rancor.

Radhakrishnan’s legacy
spans scholarship and
statecraft: a pioneering
comparativist (Indian Phi-
losophy, The Idealist View
of Life) and a secular, ed-
ucation-first President.
He turned his birthday
into India’s Teachers’ Day.
Despite occasional con-
troversy, honors—from
the Bharat Ratna to the
Templeton Prize, which
he donated to Oxford—af-
firmed his stature. Above
all, colleagues remem-
bered a humane teacher
whose wit and integrity
continue to inspire.
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What happens is not as important as how you react
to what happens
Ellen Glasgow

.

A wake-up fall
for university

he dismal performance of Goa University in the recent Na-

tional Institute Ranking Framework (NIRF) is a matter of

concern and puts a huge question mark over the academic

status of the State’s premier institute. Dropping out of the

top 200 overall universities for the first time in recent years
highlights the critical need for introspection and change. Although
the university received an A+ grade from the National Assessment
and Accreditation Council (NAAC) only last month, its decline in
NIRF rankings indicates a disconnect between the accreditation re-
sults and actual academic and infrastructural quality.

Several key issues contribute to this downturn. Primarily, the uni-
versity’s inadequate performance in research, professional practice,
and student placement—criteria that weigh heavily in the NIRF as-
sessment—is crucial. While NAAC accreditation emphasizes the qual-
ity of institutions and their infrastructure, NIRF’s evaluation criteria
focus more specifically on outcomes such as research output, em-
ployability, and industry readiness. Goa University’s shortcomings
in these domains point to deeper systemic challenges that cannot be
addressed merely by accreditation scores.

It is time for the University to look closely at faculty and teaching.
The university has faced difficulties in hiring qualified and experi-
enced professors. Those associated with the University have opined
that visiting instructors use outdated methods that lack practical ap-
plication or industry exposure, hindering student learning. Without
a robust faculty capable of promoting research and innovation, the
university’s ability to enhance its research output and professional
practice metrics would remain restricted.

Job placement and graduation rates have also declined. Student
feedbacks indicate that campus recruitment is weak, particularly in
non-technical fields, with many graduates needing to search for work
outside of formal placement opportunities. The salaries offered are
often lower than anticipated, reflecting a belief that the university’s
graduates are not adequately prepared for the industry. This percep-
tion damages the university’s reputation and contributes to a declin-
ing “Perception” score within the NIRF framework, creating a damag-
ing cycle of falling rankings and reduced industry confidence.

The growing competition among higher education institutions fur-
ther complicates the situation for Goa University. More universities
are actively pursuing research, industry partnerships, and student
outreach, raising overall standards. Without strategic investments in
these areas, Goa University risks continuing its downward trajectory.
The university’s limited emphasis on international engagement and
outreach, as indicated by its rankings, points to a need to expand its
focus and establish global collaborations. Furthermore, with Goa
opening up to new universities in the State, the journey ahead would
be further challenging.

Resource distribution and perception issues remain significant bar-
riers. Although recent advancements, such as the A+ NAAC accredi-
tation and financial backing through the Pradhan Mantri Uchchatar
Shiksha Abhiyan, are positive, these actions alone are inadequate.
The university must convert these initiatives into tangible results. The
State government, too, must step in. The State government’s move to
order an academic audit after the recent paper leak controversy ap-
pears to have been kept in “deep freeze”, and so is the plan of an over-
haul of the Goa University Act, 1984, through necessary amendments.

The decline in Goa University’s rankings serves as a crucial indica-
tor and an alarm. Simply securing accreditation or increasing finan-
cial support will not be enough; the university must fundamentally
overhaul its approaches to research, education, and industry collab-
oration. To regain a foothold in an increasingly competitive environ-
ment, Goa University needs strategic reforms, dedicated leadership,
and a commitment to outcome-based metrics.

OPEN SPACE > ,5-,3,5,5.

A call for change in Goa’s
- academic landscape

am writing in response to two recent articles: “Rise in Student Deaths in BITS
IPilani College in Goa” and “Goa University’s Ranking Drop.” Both issues call

for closer attention. The increase in student deaths at BITS Pilani, Goa, is a
serious concern. Pressure from management to maintain a high reputation cre-
ates stress for both teachers and students. Goa’s image as a centre for alcohol
and drugs may influence behaviour, while hostel culture marked by ragging or
bullying can harm mental health. Besides, the fall in Goa University’s ranking
may be linked to similar concerns. Admissions influenced by bribery or connec-
tions rather than merit create a mismatch between students and expectations.
Many students come from outside Goa, while local talent is often overlooked.
The quality of teaching staff is another factor that directly affects the univer-
sity’s performance. If the government takes these concerns seriously and con-
ducts a proper review, it can help improve higher education in Goa.

ALWYN FERNANDES, Benaulim

Saturday September 6, 2025

Beginning or the end?

The task of Indian diplomacy will be to keep the balance
intact without surrendering strategic autonomy

¥The writer is a vet-
eran from Goa, who
served the nation
with distinction for
32 years

BRIGADIER ANIL JOHN ALFRED PEREIRA,
SM (RETD)

ation Sindoor will be remembered

not as an end, but as the moment it
chose to safeguard its lasting interests
above all else.

The word ceasefire has always carried
a duality: a pause for peace, or a mere
lull before the storm.

For India, the ceasefire on 10 May
25 with Pakistan in Operation Sin-
door has morphed into a geopoliti-
cal flashpoint, reshaping the tenor of
India—-U.S. relations and compelling
New Delhi to reflect on how it navi-
gates an increasingly turbulent inter-
national order.

President Trump has repeated-
ly claimed that the ceasefire was
achieved at his behest. Pakistan,
desperate for face-saving after In-
dia’s punitive response that crip-
pled several of its airbases, de-
stroyed aircraft and even raised
suspicions of damage to U.S. assets
stationed there, was quick to buy the
narrative.

For Islamabad, it was a convenient
fiction; for President Trump, a chance
to project himself as a global dealmak-
er. But for India, it was an intolerable
distortion.

New Delhi has stood firm that the
ceasefire with Pakistan was strictly bi-
lateral, based on the understanding
reached between the two militaries with-
out any external mediation. Accepting
U.S. involvement would mean yielding
a slice of strategic autonomy, something
India cannot afford.

Yet Trump’s loud proclamations of
credit, repeated time and again, have
cast a long shadow.

The fallout was swift. Trade negoti-
ations with Washington collapsed, the
U.S. imposed punitive 50% tariffs (read
sanctions) in retaliation for India’s
steadfast purchase of discounted Rus-
sian oil.

Trump adviser Peter Navarro has
made a series of casteist and deroga-
tory anti-India statements for buying
Russian oil and allegedly fuelling war
in Ukraine. China, notably, faces no
such tariffs despite being Russia’s larg-
est energy customer.

Trump nominated Sergio Gor as the

For India, the ceasefire during Oper-

New Delhi has
stood firm that
the ceasefire
with Pakistan
was strict-

ly bilateral,
based on the
understand-
ing reached
between the
two militaries
without any
external medi-
ation

next U.S. Ambassador and as Spe-
cial Envoy for South and Central
Asian Affairs, signalling that India
is not a strategic partner but part
of a larger regional bloc. This could
potentially “re-hyphenate” India
with Pakistan in the diplomatic con-
text. New Delhi has been singled out
and today stands conspicuously on
its own.

India’s ties with the United States
are critical. American technology, de-
fence cooperation, and intelligence
partnerships are essential in plugging
gaps that India faces vis-a-vis China.
On one hand, India cannot abandon
the strategic partnership built with the
U.S. on the Quad, Indo-Pacific securi-
ty, and advanced technology flows, as
abandoning this axis is neither possi-
ble nor desirable.

On the other hand, India resists
American diktats on energy and agri-
culture or simply accepting a relation-
ship defined on Washington’s terms.
The ceasefire episode has exposed
both the fragility and the imbalance in
Indo-U.S. relations.

Meanwhile, China remains an adver-
sarial neighbour with whom stability
is vital. The disengagement deal an-
nounced during Prime Minister Modi’s
meeting with Xi Jinping in Kazan has
restored calm along the Line of Actual
Control.

But for peace and tranquillity, this
disengagement needs to culminate in
de-escalation.

Also, India’s dependency on China
in the critical sectors of rare earth min-
erals, fertilisers, electronics, pharma-
ceuticals and renewable energy creates
significant economic and strategic vul-
nerabilities. A disruption could cripple
key industries and undermine national
security.

Add Russia to this equation, and
the dilemmas sharpen further. Mos-
cow remains India’s time-tested

partner, even as it drifts closer to
Beijing.

India’s discounted oil purchas-
es have kept energy inflation under
control but have also invited U.S.
ire. France, another pillar of India’s
defence diversification, offers some
balance, but cannot replace the stra-
tegic heft of either Washington or
Moscow. This has forced India into
a deeper recalibration of its strategic
posture.

Today India finds itself balancing
between competing powers. The chal-
lenge before India is not to break away
from the U.S. or to seek comfort with
China.

It is to preserve its independent
stature, even as it remains entan-
gled in the pulls of multiple powers.
The ceasefire episode has made one
thing abundantly clear: illusions
of autonomy can collapse quickly
when great powers choose to impose
their narratives.

Is this the beginning of an oppor-
tunity for India, i.e. to assert a more
balanced, multipolar approach to
its partnerships, or is it the end,
i.e. erosion of trust with Washing-
ton, the narrowing of options, the
risk of being boxed in by hostile
narratives?

India’s next moves will answer
that question, which must be guid-
ed by a sober recognition of both
vulnerability and strength, and not
by optics. The task of Indian diplo-
macy will be to keep the balance in-
tact without surrendering strategic
autonomy.

As Winston Churchill reminded the
world: “We have no lasting friends,
no lasting enemies, only lasting inter-
ests.”

For India, the ceasefire will be re-
membered not as an end, but as the
moment it chose to safeguard its last-
ing interests above all else.

THE INBOX »»

BJP lies on coal issue
must be addressed

CM Pramod Sawant recently claimed

that there would be no expansion of coal
handling or transportation in Goa. But the
reality is very different. Similar promises
were made in the past — no hill cutting,
no land filling, strict action on the Zuari
land scam, protection of the environ-
ment, roads completed in 48 hours, and
thousands of jobs for Goans. Yet, most of
these promises have not been kept. Itis
clear that the BJP has built a record of lies,
U-turns, and broken commitments. Their
assurances of reducing coal pollution are
no different. The government appears to
be working under the influence of coal
and real estate lobbies, ignoring the inter-
ests of the people of Goa.

ARWIN MESQUITA, Colva

Nowhere man taking the

country nowhere
In the People’s Daily, the official gazette

of the Central Committee of the Commu-
nist Party of China and the most widely
circulated newspaper in China, Narendra
Modi finds no place among the world
leaders seen and photographed interact-
ing with President Xi Jinping. This speaks
volumes about China’s actual priorities.
For China, India just isn’t a trustworthy
potential partner in the way that smaller
Asian/South American economies are,
which are open to exploring China-centric
growth and development. The China-In-
dia balance of trade is heavily skewed

in favour of the former. China exports to
India goods and services having a gross
value of $113.5 billion while importing
items from us adding up to a piffling
$14.25 billion. The deficit is a staggering
$99.2 billion. There is almost nothing
that India has to offer to China—appar-
el, crops, fruits, software, cybertech,
engineering goods etc.—that China does
not already have by the bucketful. China

Is Zuarinagar becoming a hot-bed
for drug-related activities?

Itis learnt that a third arrest of an alleged drug peddler was made
in Zuarinagar within a fortnight. According to the Anti-Narcotic
Cell (ANQ), a drug peddler procured ganja in bulk from Maharash-
tra and engaged migrant youth to distribute it locally. The drug
supplierwas caught in possession of ganja worth Rs 91,000. It
may be recalled that action was taken against a food delivery
agent and his supplier for supplying narcotics. Given the fact that
Zuarinagar has a large migrant population, the place could be a
hotbed for drug-related activities. Most of the migrant youth living
in the locality could be unemployed, and there is every possi-
bility of them becoming distributors of drugs in order to make a
quick buck. The ANC officials need to keep a close watch on the
activities of the migrant youth, especially those engaged in door-
to-door delivery of food from food delivery companies. There

is every possibility of these food delivery personnel, especially
migrants, being used as conduits for the delivery of drugs by drug
suppliers. Thorough investigation of the drug scandal in Zuarina-
gar could lead to more youth being apprehended.

ADELMO FERNANDES, Vasco

imports from India perfunctorily, simply
to keep the engines of trade lubricated,
not because itis in dire need of Indian
goods. We are getting royally played, in
full view of the world, because of Modi’s
painfully wide-legged split with one foot
each on two superpower boats fast drift-
ing apart in geopolitical currents. Sadly,
there’s nothing we can do about it. His
running with the hares and hunting with

the hounds approach will soon make Send your
him fall between two stools, and he will letters to us
take India down with him. But hey!! at editor@
Don’t criticise/disturb/advise Saheb thegoan.net.
right now; the Bihar elections are to be Lett t
won by hook or by crook first and fore- ers mus
most, national interest be damned. be 150-200
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Election Commission’s game in the al-

leged VoteChori scam. The ECI has shifted
the onus of proof of voting rights to the cit-
izen and given itself the right to supervise
citizenship while denying any intermedi-
ary such as a political party, NGO or help-
ful citizen the opportunity to help those
deleted from electoral rolls, such as under
the Bihar SIR, by refusing to transparent-
ly publicise deletion data. In the guise

of weeding out illegal immigrants, fake
voters and relocated citizens, it denies
recourse to disenfranchised millions. This
is akin to a court denying the right of a
poor, illiterate woman to access a lawyer.
The basic premise of transparency for
collective action is a democratic principle;
sadly, it has been torn to shreds by the ECI
acting on the government’s diktat.

REKHA SARIN TREHAN, Benaulim

Crores of rupees siphoned
from AAI’s accounts

The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
has registered a FIR against a senior
manager of the Airport Authority of India
(AAD) posted at Dehradun. He allegedly
siphoned and diverted more than Rs 232
crore from the AAI’s account into his own
between 2019-20 and 2022-23. Perhaps

in 2021-22 he fine-tuned the next phase of
misappropriation! Reportedly, he created
non-existent capital assets and duplicated
legitimate work orders. As an authorised
signatory for AAI’s accounts with the State
Bank of India, he rerouted huge funds into
his three accounts in the same bank. On
29 Sep 2021, he created genuine assets of
Rs 67.81 crore for electrical work in the New
Terminal Building Phase I. Next day, he fab-
ricated 17 fictitious assets of Rs 189 crore
from 13 original assets of Rs 13.58 crore by
adding a zero and duplicating entries, then
transferred the amount to his account. It

is enigmatic that the fraud since 2019 was
detected only after six years. Authorities
missed it, though ordinary customers face
constant scrutiny for KYC and transfers.

SRIDHAR D’IYER, Caranzalem

RNI: GOAENG/2015/65729. Printed and Published by: Sagar Lade on behalf of Prudent Media (Goa) Pvt. Ltd. Printed at: Elegant Offset Printers Pvt Ltd, Plot No 2/3/4, Thivim Industrial Estate, Karaswada, Mapusa, Goa. Published at: Second Floor, Fourth Estate (Kamat Metropolis), St Inez, Panaji
403 001. Editor: Joel Afonso (Responsible for selection of News under PRB Act). All Rights Reserved. Ph: (0832) 240 5950 or mail us at editor@thegoan.net

Disclaimer: Except for the editorials above, all columns and letters represent the views of the concemed authors and do not necessarily refleg haiew shEtefeaameveryday’s Editor, Publisherand Owners.



Business Standard  new oecwi | SATURDAY, 6 SEPTEMBER 2025

OPINION 9

The failure of anti-austerity populism

ana

KENNETH ROGOFF

Tounderstand the populist revolt against
free trade and other pillars of mainstream
economics — a revolt that US President
Donald Trump harnessed to his political
ambitions with remarkable skill — one
must look backto the anti-austerity move-
ment that followed the 2008-09 global
financial crisis.

In the aftermath of the crisis, anti-aus-
terity advocates began arguing that the so-
called “government budget constraint” is

less of an economic necessity than a malign
intellectual construct that cruelly restricts
social spending and transfers. In their view,
governments — at least in advanced econ-
omies— could almost always issue more
debt at minimal long-term cost.

During the 2010s, as interest rates —
especially on long-term government debt
— fell to historic lows, the anti-austerity
case seemed not only politically conveni-
ent but also, to many, intellectually com-
pelling. Even after the US government’s
debt-to-gross domestic product (GDP)
ratio rose by nearly 40 per cent in the years
following the 2008 crisis, many econ-
omists asked: Why not borrow more?

The answer was that much of the debt
was relatively short term, leaving the US
highly exposed torising interest rates. After
the Covid-19 pandemic, as interest rates
returned to more normal levels, US debt-
service costs more than doubled, and they
continue to climb as older bonds mature

and must be refinanced at higher rates.

In Europe, the shift is just as striking.
German Chancellor Friedrich Merz has
openly declared that the welfare state, at
leastinits current form, is nolonger afford-
able. European countries already face
sluggish growth and ageing populations,
and now they must also boost defence
spending — an expense anti-austerity
advocates may have little patience for, yet
one that is increasingly unavoidable.

Historically, most debt and inflation
crises have occurred when governments
that could have met their obligations in full
instead chose inflation or default. Once
investors and the public sense a govern-
ment’swillingness to resort to such hetero-
dox measures, confidence can evaporate
longbefore debt appears excessive, leaving
policymakers with few options.

Thus, while the theoretical ceiling for
government debt may be very high, the
practical limits are often much lower. This

does not suggest that there is a precise
threshold at which debt becomes unsus-
tainable —there are simply too many vari-
ables and uncertainties at play. As Carmen
Reinhart and I noted in 22010 paper, debt
dynamicsare akin to speed limits: Driving
too fast does not guarantee a crash, but it
does increase the risk of one.

For advanced economies, the real
danger posed by high debt is not immi-
nent collapse but the loss of fiscal flexibil-
ity. Heavy debt burdens can limit
governments’ willingness to deploy
stimulus in response to financial crises,
pandemics, or deep recessions. Moreover,
history shows that all else being equal -
currency dominance, wealth, and institu-
tional strength — countries with high debt-
to-income ratios tend to grow more slowly
over the long run than otherwise similar
economies with low debt.

Even so, Prof Reinhart and I were
harshly criticised for an informal 2010

conference paper that examined the
well-documented link between high
public debt and slower growth using
newly compiled historical data from our
2009 book This Time Is Different. The
attacks escalated in 2013, when three
anti-austerity economists claimed the
paper was riddled with errors and argued
that, once corrected, the data showed
little evidence that high debt constrained
economic growth.

In reality, their critique relied heavily
on selective citation and polemic misrep-
resentation. Our paper did contain a
single error — not unusual in early, infor-
mal work that is not peer-reviewed - but
nothing beyond that. Crucially, recogni-
sing that governments must be mindful of
debt does not automatically imply a need
for austerity. Raising taxes or a moderate
burst of inflation, as I argued in 2008, can
sometimes be the lesser evil.

The full, published version of our
paper, published in 2012 and based on a
larger dataset, contained no errors and
reached nearly identical conclusions — a
fact that the anti-austerity camp con-

tinuesto ignore. Since then, dozens of rig-
orous studies have consistently linked
high debt levelsto slower growth. The pre-
cise causal channels are still the subject of
debate among economists, but the evi-
dence is overwhelming.

Much of the confusion seems to stem
from the common mistake of conflating
debt with deficits. While deficits are an
effective tool and are absolutely necessary
during crises, large legacy debts
almost always act as a drag on growth
and leave governments with less room
to manoeuvre.

The anti-austerity movement has lost
both momentum and intellectual credi-
bility in recent years, partly owing to post-
pandemic  inflation = but  more
fundamentally because real interest rates
appear to have normalised. As aresult, the
free-lunch logic underlying anti-austerity
economics has been exposed for what it
always was: A dangerous illusion.

The author is professor of economics and
public policy at Harvard University
©Project Syndicate, 2025
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DEVANGSHU DATTA

There are some apparent paradoxes
visible in the data from the first
quarter of 2025-26 (Q1FY26). The
gross domestic product (GDP)
delivered a positive surprise with 7.8
per cent year-on-year (Y-0-Y)
growth. But electricity consumption
fell 1.5 per cent Y-0-Y, a drawdown
notseensince the Covid lockdowns.

At first glance, the GDP data
would seem overstated. Power con-
sumption, which is metered, corre-
lates closely with economic activity
and is likely to be more accurate
than GDP calculations. But there
may be another explanation, one
that indicates future challenges for
the power sector.

High rainfall meant there were
only 12 days with above-normal
temperature and humidity, so cool-
ingdemand was low. Beyond indus-
trial needs, the increasing
penetration of air conditioners in
middle-income households is con-
tributing to cooling demand. Extra-
polating, household cooling could
account for20 - 25 per cent of power
demand by 2030, leading todemand
surges in hot, humid weather.

One consequence of climate
change is wild weather patterns.
Power demand volatility is related
to weather volatility. Generators
and discoms will have to develop
accurate forecasting models since
capacity expansion, and gener-

ation mix must be calibrated to be
financially viable when demand is
low, and to ensure no supply short-
falls occur at peak demand. This
will require smarter grids and
much smarter forecasting,

Price data from energy
exchanges where power units are
traded offers further insights. On
average, the price of units was lowet,
which gels with lower demand. Data
from the day ahead market (DAM)
and real-time market (RTM) shows
clear trends. RTM volumes exceeded
DAM volumes for the first time ever
in Q1FY26 - a reversal, since DAM
volumes have been much higher
than RTM volume in the past.

In June of Q1FY26, DAM prices
fell from record peaks of around
6.95/unit in Q2FY24 to below
T4/unit. Nine of the last 10 months
have seen month-on-month
declines in DAM prices. In the RTM
market, prices dropped to nearly
0/unitbetween7amand 1pm,and
spiked toas high asI5/unitbetween
8 pm and midnight. This seems to
be the norm during April-October.

The diurnal variations are huge.
On the same days, RTM units were
sold at a few paisa/unit and also at
above I5/unit. This is due to the
intermittency of solar power, which
is by far the largest component of
renewable energy (RE) wheeled onto
the grid. As more RE comes online,
coping with that volatility will
become an ever bigger challenge.

During sunlight hours, there are
big surpluses. At night, shortfalls
occur assolar no longer contributes
and price surges. Peak RTM
demand in summer typically
occurs between 2000 and 2400
hours (8pm and midnight). Solar is
off at that time.

On most days in Q1FY26, night-
time supply was 10 per cent below
demand, with shortfallsreaching 90

per cent sometimes. Conversely,
during peak solar hours (0700-1700
or 7 am-5 pm), supply was nearly
three times the demand.

RE capacity isscaling up at 25-30
Gw per year. There’s a case for a big
push on the storage front, to ensure
surplus solar units can be used at
night. One scheme that supports
this is viability gap funding (VGF)
for battery energy storage systems
(BESS) projects.

The VGF covers 30 Gwh (Giga-
watt hours) of capacity with an
incentive capped at ¥18 lakh /Mwh
(Megawatt hours). This is expected
to fund BESS requirementstill FY28.
Apart from the cash incentive, it
offers 100 per cent waivers on inter-
state transmission system (ISTS)
charges. BESS costs are alsolikely to
drop sharply as technology scales,
making investments attractive.

The diurnal high-low differen-
tials on RTM units of about ¥4.85/
unit, indicate BESS investments
may be viable even without VGF. Of
course, as storage catches on, peak
unit prices will also drop. But battery
technology will get cheaper at great
pace, ensuring storage stays finan-
cially viable.

Returning to GDP data and the
famous three-variable Li Keqgiang
Index, rail freight volumes grew 2
per cent Y-o-Y in Q1FY26, and bank
credit offtake grew 9.5 per cent.
Taken together, the moderate
power, freight and credit data do
suggest GDP estimates could be
revised down.

Regardless, the trends of high
volatility of power demand and
price fluctuations caused by RE-
related intermittencies will only
grow, given climate change, rising
ACusage, and decarbonisation. The
sector needs massive investments
instorage, in smart gridsand in fore-
casting models.

Kabul not closer than Punjab

Inits toughest time in decades because of floods, Punjab

would’ve expected Prime Minister Narendra Modi to visit.

If he has the time for a Bihar tour, why not a short visit to

next-door Punjab?

Just as he returned from Tianjin on September 1,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi wrote a
tweet expressing grief over the earthquake
in Afghanistan.

Almost on cue, he got a response in a tweet
from Giani Harpreet Singh, former head priest of
the Akal Takht and Takht Sri Damdama Sahib
Gurudwara. He sees himself as a leadership clai-
mant in Sikh religious politics, so dangerously
broken by the divides in the Shiromani Akali Dal.
In this perilous politico-religious vacuum, Giani
Ji, as head of the breakaway Nawan (new) Akali
Dal, is seeking space.

Heobjectstoitbeing described as
a breakaway faction. He'd rather
insist that Sukhbir Singh Badal’s
Akali Dal has broken away. Further,
the third force in Sikh politics is
Amritpal Singh’s Shiromani Akali
Dal (Waris Punjab De). Dangerous
forces, especially the Inter-Services
Intelligence (ISI), are exploiting this.

He tweets often, at length, and
almost always in Punjabi (Gur-
mukhi). Now, it’s filled with visuals of
the flood havoc. Opposition to “Dilli”

o
NATIONAL
INTEREST

SHEKHAR GUPTA

If he has the time to plan a visit to Bihar, why not
ashort visit to next-door Punjab?

Inthebig picture, thisisalready fuelling alien-
ation, simmering since the movement against
thethree farm laws. For the Sikh community, this
confirmsits chronic suspicion of Dilli.

It’s tragic that while we’ve used the “out of
sight, out of mind” metaphor so far for how the
Capital seesthe Northeast, it also applieslately to
astateso geographically close, so politically frag-
ile, and so strategically vital. Or, the Prime Min-
ister would’ve been here first thing on his return.

From our understanding of a
party as sharp as the BJP, there can
be two explanations. One is simply
that the party and the Prime Minister
are sullen with the state and its Sikh
community, because it was pri-
marily they who laid siege to Delhi
over the farm laws. The separatist
campaigns run by overseas Sikhs
add to the pain.

The fact, however, is that the first
was also a political failure of com-
munication and credibility on the
part of the central and state govern-

(New Delhi) is central to Sikh relig-
ious politics, and Giani Ji was quick tolatch on to
the Prime Minister’s tweet on Afghanistan and
wrote in English, for once. “Mr Prime Minister,”
hewrote, “itisgood that you expressed sympathy
for Afghanistan, but Punjab is also a part of this
country, where nearly 1,500 villages and 300,000
people have been badly affected since August 17.
Your lack of attention towards Punjab is
extremely painful.” He followed this up with a
three-page letter to the Prime Minister and
posted it on his X handle.

Now, we know that the Prime Minister spoke to
Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann immedi-
ately on his return and promised all support.
Union Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh Chou-
han is in flood-affected areas, mostly on his feet,
often in knee-deep water, checking out uprooted
shoots, even trying to replant the odd one.

For the drowning Punjabis, however, this is
no consolation.

In their toughest time in decades, they
would’ve expected the Prime Minister in their
state —even one from the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), which the Sikhs in Punjab mostly do not
vote for. If the Prime Minister is like the father,
elder brother, or the head of the family of all
Indians, why is he not here? Are we Punjabis
(especially the Sikhs) not members of the family?

ment (Congress then). In that wide
open political space, sundry “farm leaders”
moved in from all three sides: Ideological left,
religious right and no-stakes anarchists.

Thisleft an angry, bitter taste with the Centre.
We’d only hope that this formulation on our part
iserroneous. We explore the second possibility.

ThisBJPhasanall-conquering mindset. They
want to win every state where they haven’t
counted. Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Kerala, and
West Bengal, as we know, have been their obses-
sion. Assam, Tripura,and Manipur they won after
decades of work by dedicated pracharaks of the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh. Why not Punjab?

Punjab’salienation foxes them. The only time
they’ve come to share power isasjunior partners
with the Shiromani Akali Dal. It was a move that
Atal Bihari Vajpayee made in the 1990s. This BJP
leadership chose to break that compact and go it
alone in Punjab. It brought it no seat but its vote
percentage trebled from the 2022 Assembly (6.6
per cent) to 18.56 per cent in the 2024 Lok Sabha
— ahead of once-senior partner Akalis’ 13.2 per
cent. The Congress and the Aam Aadmi Party
were at 26 each.

The BJP is a relentless poll-fighting army
and itscommanders might think that if the Sikh
voteis divided three ways — between the Shiro-
mani Akali Dal, Congress and the radicals —

and Hindus consolidate, it can win power by
itself. Winning through Hindu-Muslim polar-
isation, especially where the Muslims are in a
minority, is very different from Punjab, where
the Sikhs are the majority. Even in the last Lok
Sabha elections, the Akalis did so poorly
because exactly half their vote, another 13 per
cent, was taken by the radicals.

Like it or not, Punjab now has a problem with
the rising popularity of radicals as disenchant-
ment with the Akalis increases and the BJP is
seen to be polarising. The separatists are playing
in this space, as are the Pakistanis.

There is a plethora of new YouTube channels
and social-media handles running really subtle
propaganda, broadly suggesting that the Mus-
limsand Sikhs, as fellow monotheists and Punja-
bis, have no real problems between them. The
trouble is caused by the Hindus and, therefore,
the Sikhs need to think “differently”. This propa-
ganda also uses the ploy of Punjabiat, of the
common culture, language, music and cultural
bonds across the borders.

Thave watched many of these, including some
quite popular podcasts run by Sikhs from Canada
and the United Kingdom, talking politics, again
in a super-subtle manner. I just watched a 66-
minute show from Canada where the anchor
speakstoa Pakistan Air Force veteran and hagio-
grapher on Operation Sindoor. It’s very sophisti-
cated, with much compliment to the Indian Air
Force and its professionalism, but the message is
“how much better” the smaller, niftier Pakistan
Air Force did.

In Punjab, a lot of this stuff is being watched.
Intheir own twisted view, the ISIand its public-
relations wing see the Sikhs/Punjab as low-
hanging fruit.

A nation that doesn’t learn from its own his-
tory pays severely. Sixty years ago, Mizoram (then
Lushai Hills district in Assam) was hit by
bamboo-flowering, rat famine. The alkaloid in
bamboo flowers made rats super-fertile and
soon, they had eaten up all the grain stores and
people were starving. As the state government
floundered and the Centre was too far, Laldenga,
just demobbed by the army after troubles in his
battalion, arrived and set up the Mizoram
National Famine Front (MNFF). Thisbecame the
Mizo National Front by early 1966 and it ran a
withering China- and Pakistan-backed insur-
gency for two decades.

India can’t make the same mistake twice, and
this time in Punjab. A calamity is, in fact, a great
opportunity for the Centre, the Prime Minister,
and his party to be with Punjab. Politically for the
BJP, it is an opportunity to build a compact with
the state they never had. For India, it’s a respon-
sibility to do all it can for a state and people with-
out whose affection and contribution the
republic can’t be imagined.

Beyond a fairytale engagement

The return of a familiar distrust

EYE CULTURE

ATANU BISWAS

Instagram temporarily crashed with
millions of reposts and likes after 14-
time Grammy winner Taylor Swift and
three-time Super Bowl champion,
Kansas City Chiefs tight end Travis
Kelce, announced their engagement
last week. “Your English teacher and
your gym teacher are getting married,”
they declared. Not really, though. No
gym teacher could afford to propose to
an English teacher with a $650,000
diamond ring, as Kelce did. Swift is
worth $1.6 billion, while Kelce’s for-
tune — far less than hers — stands at
$70 million, according to Forbes.

The engagement announcement
came a few weeks after Swift’s most in-
depth interviews in years on Kelce’s
“New Heights” podcast, co-hosted by
his brother, Jason, where she also
spoke about her upcoming album, The
Lifeofa Showgirl.

Romanticisation of a fan-favourite
“fairytale wedding” is not new. How-
ever, Swift and Kelce’s marriage may
turn out to be the most sensational
marriage ever in American history. It
might possibly be at par with Prince
Charles and Princess Diana’s 1981
wedding, which was dubbed the wed-
ding of the 20th century and was
viewed on television by an estimated
750 million people worldwide in addi-
tion to 3,500 attendees.

Charles and Diana’s youngest son,
Prince Harry, and Meghan Markle got
married in Britain in 2018 in yet
another fairytale wedding. In addition

to stimulating the economy by boost-
ing tourism and business, it also might
have provided some respite for Prime
Minister Theresa May amid the post-
Brexit political scenario. Will the Swift-
Kelce marriage boost the tariff-hit
American market — and social har-
mony — abit?

Swift-Kelce will be among the
wealthiest celebrity power couplesin
the world. Swift actually creates an
empire from music rather than selling
it. And Kelce’s brand transcends
touchdowns and championships; he is
adominant player on the football field.
Celebrity couples usually help each
other navigate through the gig econ-
omy; the Swift-Kelce engagement,
however, goes much beyond that.

One may recall that the collective
dancing and jumping of 144,000
Swifties at Taylor Swift’s July 2023
Seattle concerts resulted in seismic
activity equivalent to a magnitude
2.3 earthquake. Now her marriage to
a famous player should create an
even greater seismic impact. Several
ancillary businesses, including
fashion, would benefit greatly from
this. Consider some trailer. Twenty
minutes after the engagement news
broke, Swift’s $400 striped sundress
from her engagement photos
quickly sold out. She also created a
lot of buzz with her diamond ring
and her approximately $30,000
Cartier watch.

What about businesses vying to
capitalise on it? They certainly need to
be integrated with it, though. “But
when will it be your Spanish teacher’s
turn?” enquired the language-learn-

ing app Duolingo. Little Caesar’s post
about a “pizza party for the English
teacher and gym teacher” is the epit-
ome of romance. Krispy Kreme cel-
ebrated the engagement by
distributing free doughnuts. Buffalo
Wild Wings offered to cater the wed-
ding. And many other businesses
didn’t miss the grand opportunity.
Even Donald Trump, who Swift cam-
paigned against in the 2024 election,
wished the couple “alot of luck”?
Overall, it might be “the wedding of
the century,” as it’s dubbed in Pad-
dington Bear’s X account.

And it’sa Taylor-made event that
America might need at the moment.
Alotof speculations are afloat regard-
ing the location, the guest list, wed-
ding dresses, and the honeymoon
spot. Will she sing at the wedding?
And, importantly, will there really be
awedding eventually?

Taylor Swift is one of the greatest
entertainers of today’s world, in the
post-Beatles, post-Moonwalk era. That
entertainment carries over into her
engagement as well and, potentially,
into her upcoming wedding. The
“Showgirl” may be asking, “Are you
not entertained?” like the character of
Russell Crowe in the movie Gladiator.
However, Occam’s razor hardly ever
applies to Taylor Swift. After all, she is
not just making music and entertain-
ing people, she is also sparking the
economy and, most significantly, tran-
scending boundaries — something
that today’s America may really need.
The author is professor of statistics,
Indian Statistical Institute, Kolkata
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Twodecades ago, it was possible
to believe that reflexive anti-
Americanism would no longer
determine how India positioned
itself globally. But, in recent
monthsand years, ithasbecome
clear that, far from declining to
rational levels, an unthinking
distrust of the West continues to
be a major factor in Indian
politics. It might be, in fact,
increasing in intensity rather
than decreasing.

This is not a product of
American President Donald
Trump, nor aconsequence of his
unfair singling out of India over
the past few months. It had
becomeavisible factorin Indian
public life shortly after the Rus-
sian invasion of Ukraine in Feb-
ruary 2022. A poll conducted by
YouGov six or so months later
found that slightly more Indians
held “the West” responsible for
the invasion than Russia. (The
difference, however, was within
the margin of error.) This had

global implications. A study by
Ashoka University’s Centre for
Analysis of Network Data and
Insight Derivation demon-
strated that in the first few
months of the Ukraine war,
Twitter users based in India
were the most common source
for posts making Russia’s side of
the argument. Nor was it purely
a social media-led phenom-
enon. One journal article con-
ducted textual analysis of
primetime television and found
that “the most prevalent theme
emerging from the narratives
was the portrayal of the US
(United States) as the ultimate
beneficiary of the war”. The
upsurge of anti-US sentiment in
the past months, therefore,
cannot be explained entirely by
Mr Trump’s bad behaviour. In
fact, the climate of tension
under Mr Trump has merely cre-
ated fresh space for sentiment
that was already visible.

In some sense, the two dec-
ades between 2004 and 2024
could well be considered the
exception in India’s indepen-
dent history. It was only in this
period that India’s leaders have
allowed themselves a degree of
comfort with the US as an actor
inourregion orinthe world. Itis
easy to forget that this uneas-
iness was an attitude associated
once most closely with the
leadership of the Congress,
which inherited a certain
Oxbridge disdain for the vulgar

Americans from the aristocratic
generation thatranitduringthe
freedom movement. (It is worth
remembering that the only US-
educated person of note in that
generation was BR Ambedkar.)
Even by 1956, the notion that
non-alignment meant equidis-
tance between the two poles of
the Cold War was difficult to
support; the difference in tone
between India’s condemnation
of the Anglo-French adventur-
ism in the Suez and the Soviet
Union’s invasion of Hungary
made that very clear.

Much of this was due to the
personality and preferences of
the man who, for better or for
worse, continuestobethe great-
est influence on India. Walter
Crocker, in his notes on India’s
first Prime Minister, says that it
was Jawaharlal Nehru’s “fastid-
iousness” that caused him to
find “a certain type of American,
and certain American ways,
uncongenial”. Dennis Kux sug-
gests that Nehru's policy
reflected the “anti-American
social prejudices of the British
elite and the anti-American
policy views of the left-wing of
the British Labour Party”.

It was, in fact, the capital-
friendly Bharatiya Jan Sangh
that occasionally pushed back
against the Congress-socialist
faux-neutrality in the Cold War.
As the political scientist Rahul
Sagar has explained, by the
1960s the Sangh was urging

closer relations with the US —
although the West was not
making it easy for the Bharatiya
Janata Party’s (BJP’s) prede-
cessors, given that a tilt towards
Pakistan was already very visible
in 1965. US diplomatic cables
from 1977 — now declassified —
celebrated the appointment of a
new foreign minister, Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, who they said was
critical of the Congress’ pro-
Soviet posture, “while express-
ing admiration for democracy
and freedom in the United
States, which he contrasted with
conditions in the USSR”.

The current Prime Minister
has certainly made quite an
effort to keep conditions with
the US stable under difficult
conditions. Thisis quite remark-
able, given that he personally
has excellent reasons for dislik-
ing a country that did, after all,
revoke his visa in 2005. But the
BJP’s leadership has also real-
ised that many of its voters do
not share this attitude. They see
the West and the US as civilisa-
tional competitors, and its cul-
tural ethos as inherently
expansive and predatory; they
do