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Trumpstrade war

Tariff tantrum hypocritical, rightly resisted

President Donald Trump’s threat to
increase the tarff on Indian goods acouple
of days after the decision toimpose a 25 per
cent tariff — ostensibly in response to
India's continued purchase of Russian ol

—1s strategically unsound and reeks of hypocrisy. India
has rightly defied the threat as “unjustified and unres-
sonable” even as the potential impactis significant. The
new tariffs could reduce India’s exports to the US by
nearly 30 per cent. Textile exporters have already
flagged mounting losses, while frade bodies have con-
veyved dismay over Washington's stance.

India’soil imports from Russia emerged not out of ide-
ological alignment but from economic necessity When
the Ukraine-Russiawar disrupted global energy markets,
traditional supplies were redirected to Eurcpe. At that
time, the US itself had tacitly acknowledged India’s deci-
sionasa stabilising measure for global il markets. To now
penalise India for acting in its interest exposes the incon-
gistent and self-serving nature of Trump’'s rhetaric.
Worse, the moral postuning nings hollow. The very coun-
tries now ariticising India have continued trade with Rus-
gig. The EU maintained over 67 billion euros in goods
trade with Moscow in 2024 and nearly 17 billion euros in
services the vear before. These figures far exceed India's
trade volume with Russia. The US too, procures Russian
commodities forits nuclear and automobile industnes.

To counter the economic blow of the tariff penalties,
India should expand trade agreements that respect mutual
interests, not hegemony The government's planned
Rs 20,000-crare Export Promotion Mission aould provide a
cushion to the affected seciors while enhanang India's
global trade competitiveness. Equally cruaal is assertive
trade diplomacy by leveraging India's geopolitical impor-
tance in the Indo-Pacific. It must also strengthen its voice
inmultilateral fonums to counter the arbitrary trade actions.

Parole yetagain

Authorities making it too easy for Ram Rahim

LL eonvicts are equal in India, but some are

more equal than others, Dera Sacha Sauda

chief Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh seemstobe

among the ‘more equal’ ones. The Sirsa dera

ead, whois serving a 20-vear jail term for rap-

ing two of his disaples, has been granted a 40-day parole

ahead of his birthday —which falls on Independence Day,

no less. He got a 21-day furlough in April and a 30-day

parole in January —thus, bythe time Ram Rahim returns

toRohtak's Sunariajail in mid-September, he would have

been out of prison for three months this year He isalsoa

convict inthe Ram Chander Chhatrapati murdercase and

was sentenced tolife imprisonment by a special CBI court

in 2019; in the Ranjit Singh murder case, hisaoquittal hag
been challenged by the premier probe agency.

The frequent grant of parole or furlough to a rape-
murder convict is certainly questionable. In recent
vears, Ram Rahim has often walked out of jail on the
eve of one election or another, sparking allegations of
political machinations. The Haryana Good Conduct
Prisoners (Temporary Release) Act, 2022, incentivises
good behaviour behind bars, but it imposes restrictions
an the grant of emergency or regular parole to “hard-
core conwvicted” prisoners. Apparently, the state govern-
mentis under the impression that Ram Rahim does not
belong tothis category of inmates,

Parole or furlough should not be a low-hanging
fruit for any person convicted of a heinous crime. Last
month, the Kerala High Court dismissed a writ peti-
tion filed by a murder convict's wife, seeking emer-
gency leave to enable him to attend a family ceremo-
ny. The court noted that the convict, who is serving a
life sentence, had previously been granted parole for
hig wife's delivery and this could not be extended to
cover all subsequent events or ceremonies. This rul-
ing should serve as a cautionary note for the authori-
ties which are letting influential convicts like Ram
Rahim stay out of jail for long durations.
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Sir Malcolm Hailey's duty

"OPINION
What the PM didn’t say about Cholas
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Rajendra’s Gangetic expedition was no Kashi Tamil Sangamam — it was loot and plunder all the way

NIRUPAMA SUBRAMANIAN

URING his July 27
trp to Tamil Nadu,
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi,
duly dressed in
vesh ti-shirt-angovastrm, carried
with all the reverence of a passion
play actor, a traditional kedam or
Jug of water from the Ganga to
pour into a tank thatan ambitious
Chola king built a thousand vears
ago to commemorate his victork-
ous Gangetic quest.

Rajendra Chola is known as
Gangaikonda Cholan — liter-
ally the Chola who conquered
the Ganga. The king built a
new capital naming it Gan-
gaikonda Cholapuram to cele-
brate his feat. In the middle,
he built a temple — slightly
smaller than the one built by
his father Rajaraja in Than-
javur but as beautiful, if not
maore — to Siva, the god that
the Cholas had adopted.

Modi extolled the greatness of
Rajendra, and spoke of hislega-
cy of bringing the Ganga to the
land ofthe Kaveri, According to
a PIB press release, the Prime
Minister said the Chola rulers
*had woven India into a thread
of cultural unity”, and stated
that his government was carry-
ing forward “the same ideals
from the Chola era”.

He highlighted that pro-
grammes like the Kashi Tamil
Sangamam and the Saurashtra
Tamil Sangamam were rein-
forcing centuries-old bonds of
unity. He described the endeawv-
ours of the Chola kings as sym-
bolic of his own government's
*Elk Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat”.

Im its quest to establish a glori-
ous Hindu past for India, the
BJP has shown that it can pick
and choose what #t wants from
history. Add to this the anxdety
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“

LEGACY: Prime Minister Narendra Modi described the e ndeavours of the Chola kings as symbolic of
his own govemment's ' Ek Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat'. /m

about making a mark in next
yvears Tamil Nadu Assembly
elections, and you have a party
that adopted first the Tamil god
Murugan, and now a Tamilking,
The muscular, military-minded
Rajendra Cholan, a Siva bhalkt
with a maritime prowess
unmatched in his time, mimor-
ng India’s own aspirations in
the Indian Ocean. 15 clearly the
BJP's idea of Hindutva with a
Tamil seript ahead of the elec-
tions. But... it's complicated.

Ror one, Rajendra’s Gangetic
exped ition was not the medieval
forerunner to the BJP's Kashi
Tamil Sangamam, nor was it a
king's personal meditative pil-
grimage. Rajendra I was out to
prove that he wasa super-king, a
king of kings, and that nothing
could stand in his way. He had
already conquered the Deccan,
the Cheras and the Pallavas, He
had completed his father's con-
quest of Lanka. Now he was
Inoking for ritual confirmation
of his status as emperor,

In latching on to the Chola
king for its Ganga-Kaveri
trope, Modi and the BJP have
dismantled, perhaps uninten-
tionally, their own assiduously

The BJP has
dismantled, perhaps
unintentionally, its
own assiduously

propagated myth of
a past in which Hindus
lived peacefully
with each other.

propagated myth of a past in
which Hindus lived peacefully
with each other m a golden
1dyll before the Muslims came
and spoilt it all.

Between 1022 and 1023, as
Aniruddh EKamsetti shows 1in
his work on the Cholas, Lords of
Earth and Sea, Rajendra’s
massive army killed, raped and
plundered its way north for
what was to be a “raid on the
Ganga” to bring its water so
that he could consecrate him-

self as “king of kings”. Along
the way, they destroyed the
Chalukya confederation and
left the Pala dynasty of Eastern
India teetering. Mushm
mvaders were still far away in
the north-west, parts of which
are now Pakistan. Along the
way, Rajendra’s soldiers
sacked temples and stole their
iols, while he waited for them
to return with the water collect-
ed from the Ganga on the
southern bank of the Godavari.

Kanisetti writes that it 15 “dif-
ficult to believe that these idols
were obtained without extreme
violence against the lords that
derived power from them, to
say nothing of the population
displaced and brutalised by
roving armed men'.

Back in Chola terrttory, the
iols were placed in much less
respectable places than the roy-
al tem ples from where they had
been stolen, As for the Ganga,
its waters were brought in urns
by soldiers and poured nto a
huge reservoir, three times the
size of Gangaikonda Cholapu-
ram, created by diverting water
from the Kaveri,

It was interesting to see the

Prime Minister fitting himself
into this frame. “He expressed
his dehght that, in memory of
this historic episode, Ganga
water has once again been
brought from Kashi to Tamil
Nadu, noting that a formal ritu-
al was conducted at the se”
the PIB release aid.

India’s neighbours will have
their own take on Modi's
remark at “the coincidence of
having returned from the Mal-
dives just yesterday and today
being part of this programme
[commemorating HRajendra
Chola] in Tamil Nadu”.
Rajaraja claimed to have con-
quered “the thousand islands
of the ancient sea”, which
some historian believe 1s a ref-
erence to the Maldmves.

In Sri Lanka, the present-
day wariness about India is at
least partly due to the histori-
cal memory of Tamil invasions
by the Chola fatherand son. In
1017, Rajendra sacked Polon-
naruwa and carted off Mahin-
da V over the sea to his king-
dom, where the Lankan king
was jailled, and died a dozen
years later, inaugurating a -
vear era of Chola rule in Lan-
ka. In 1025, Rajaraja would
storm Kedah in Sumatra, lead-
ing to chaos in the Srivijaya
empire for the next 100 years.

How many political points the
BJP might gain from its Chola
discovery is not immediately
apparent. But it's safe to say
that Modi's announcement
that statues will be built to
Rajajraja and Rajendra has not
taken Tami Nadu by storm.
After all, what statue can equal
the majesty of the two Bri-
hadeeswara temples — now
UNESCO world heritage sites
— that Rajaraja and Rajendra
built, as much to celebrate
themselves as their god.

Moreover, the Cholas are
already spoken for It was the
DMK, for all its Dravidianism,
that began in 2022 the practice of
holding the Aadi Thiruvadarai
festival to commemorate Rajen-
dra's birth anniversary, which
Modi attended this vear

THE Times has been somewhat late in congratulating Sir Malcolm
Hailey as well asthe Sikh community on the passing of the Gurd-
wara Bill, but the congratulations, as we have said ourselves, are
well deserved. It is true that the Bill, which the Timnes describes as
“an excellent solution concetved in the best spint of sympathetic
statesmanship,” has not yet completely solved the Sikh problem.
B that, oneother thing is cleardy essential, the actual releaseof the
pumdwara pnsoners, Sir Halley is too shrewd and experienced an
administrator notto know that with the large majonty of those who
were impnsoned in connection with the Gurdwara movement,
ncluding maost ofthe leaders, still incustody, itcanbe noeasy thing
ertherto restorethat mutual understanding between the Sikhs and
the povemnment or to create that calm atmosphere in which alone
the Bill can be worked with success, Nor would it do to saythat the
PungabGovernment has done everything in its power by announc-
ing the conditions on which it is prepared to release the pnsoners,
and if the latter do not accept its offer that is entirely their lookout.
Evervthing is not done while anything remains to be done and par-
ticularly when so essential and so substantial a part of the thing
reanains undone. Butwe anticipate no serjous difficulty in this mat-
ter though the delay that has taken place already 1s in itself regret-
table. After all the condition laid down by His Excellency has been
already substantially fulfilled. What he and his government really
wanted was an assurmnce that the prisoners would not, on their
redease, place any obstacle in the path of the Gurdwara Act.

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

Who controls the past controls the future. Who controls the present controls the past. — George Orwell

Aresponseas
sweet as jaggery

BavLeir SinGH DHOL

ACK in 2006, I was posted in Bathinda as the Public

Grievance Officer. One day, a man approached the

Deputy Commissioner with a complaint. The DC called
me up on theintercom and said, “T'm sending Sardar Hamek
singh to you — please listen to him.”

Within minutes, the man entered my office. He touched his
turban respectfully and walked towards me. I mmediately
stood up and said, “Harnek Singh ji, please don't do that.” Hear-
ing his name, he paused, surpnsed — perhaps wondering how
knew it. That simple recognition gave him a sense of belonging,

Touching one’s turban insuch a manner reflects helplessness
— an unspoken gesture often made when a person 1s desperate
to be heard. I asked him to sitand offered him a glass of water
It was a hot day, and he drank it in one breath.

I thenasked, “Please tell me what's the issue.” And he began
narrating his problem. His complaint was that the canal field
officers — the kanun go and the patwari —had reduced his imi-
gation time slot (wart) by two minutes, He informed me that
hewas the father ofthree daughters. his land had become bar-
ren, and he couldn grow any erops.

Throupgh my PA. I contacted the canal officer concerned and
the patwan. It was around 1 pm. I told them to visit the site by
4 pm that day. I then assured Harnek that we would visit his
field s and resolve the matter.

Harnek stood up with joy, raised both hands, and said, *Now
even if you don't come, I'm satisfied — someone has at least
listened to me. I feel relieved.”

Aspromised, we reached his fields by 4 pm. He had also built
his house there. T heard the version of the canal officer and the
patwari. They explained that when a portion of land becomes
unfit for cultivation (gerre-mumban), the irngation timeas signed
to it 1s redistributed among nearby cultivable plots. Since
Harnek had constructed a house on his field, that part of the
land was nownon-agricultural. As per nules, hisimrigation share
had been reduced according] v,

I explained this to Harnek in simple words. He understood
and seemed satisfied. However, we requested the next farmer
in line and armnged water for Hamek's field immediatel v,

The real 1ssue wasn't the reduction of minutes — it was the
response he received earlier from officials: “We've done what
had to be done —complain to whomsoever you want.” Harnek,
though hurt. stood his ground: “Either give me my full slot as
before — or I won't take even adrop.”

I didn't go beyond the rules. I just istened and explained.
also advised officers that they should handle such situations
with logic, patience and empathy — not armgance,

This experience taught me a profound lesson: often, people
just wanttobe heard. Whether or not the problem 15 resolved,
the response should abvays be sweet — just like jaggery.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

US going soft on China
China is importing Russian and Iranian oil
despite mounting US pressure. Beping's
energy strate gy defies Westem sanctions and
its growing consumption exposes America's
meonsistent treatment of global energy buy-
ers. While India faces threats of penalty for
buying ail from Russia, China enjoys lenien-
¢y. New Delhi must highlight this disparity
diplomatically while firming up alternative
energy deals both in the Middle East and
Central Asia. Strengthening refining capaa-
ty and green energy initiatives can insulate
India from coercion. Additionally, New Delhi
must seek multilateral frameworks over uni-
lateral sanctions and continue to assert a non-
aligned and sovereign economic policy amid
increasing global polarisation.

RS NARULA, PATIALA

Trade, tariff terror can't coexist
President Trump's India-specific trade tanffs
stem from New Delhi's oil purchase arrange-
ments with Moscow and Tehrman, It has nothing
to dowith sympathy for Ukmaine, as daimed by
the US administration. Trump's experiments
on oil deals may boomerang in the long run,
jeopardising Amenca’s own growth story amid
uncettainty in global economies. The tariff
seare has caused volatidlity in stock markets,
causing hupge finanaal craters in gold and oil
sectors and putting small nations at risk. Trade
and tanffterror can't go hand in hand.
ANILVINAYAK, AMRITSAR

US concern for Ukraine fake
Apropos of "Unjustified, unreasonable: MEA
hits back as Trump vows to hike tariffs’;, the
US President’s actions are motivated more by
his individual perception than by his desire to
Make Amenica Great Again. The famous Hindi
wdicm, Nau sau chuhe kha ke blli Heg ko chale,
suconctly sums up his concern for the Ukrain-
ian people. The MEA has rightly pointed out
that the very nations criticising India are them-
sebves trading with Russia, Our imports are a
necessity, whereas they don't have any com-
pulsion. The US is still importing chemicals,
fertilisers, palladium and uramum hexa-
flouride from Russia, so what 1s the problem if
India continues to buy oil from Russia?
UPEMDRA SHARMA, BY MAIL

Young team'’s solid fight
Apropos of ' India rocked The Oval and old
order tilted' and the editorial ‘Vintage
ericket’;: a 2-2 draw following India's six-
run triumph against the hosts at The Oval
was a dramatic but well-deserved victory.
For India, playving England on their home
turf is always tough. India has won a Test
series on English soil only thrice, with the
last victory coming in 2007, It was difficult
this time too as the squad did not have
Rohit Sharma, Virat Kohli and Ravichan-
dran Ashwin. Shubman Gill's men fought
very hard. A team in transition is bound to
have teething troubles. Howewver, with
their solid performance, these players
offer hope for Test cricket.

VANDANA, CHANDIGARH

Captivating finale
With reference to ‘Vintage cricket’;
India's long ericket tour of England con-
cluded in a gripping finale, The enthralling
victory against England, and that too at
The Oval, was the sum total of a wellcan-
tested Test series. Mohammed Siraj was
the undisputed star of the final Test, even
as many players made their presence felt,
However, at the end of the dav, it was Test
cricket, which 1s said to be dying a slow
death due to the T20 craze, which emerged
as the winner and is here to stay.

GREGORY FERMANDES, MUMBAI

SC's pick-and-choose approach
The comments made by the Supreme
Court Bench on the Leader of Opposition
Rahul Gandhi are uncalled for. Courts
should pass orders but not preach. As LoP,
Rahul has every right to ask questions.
Recently, a BJP MP called Col Sofiva a
‘sister of terrorists’, no observation was
made by the Supreme Court; in the
Chandigarh mayoral elections presiding
officer Anil Masih was caught on camera
rigging votes in favour of BJP candidate
last vear, the 5C has still not taken any
action against him. A BJP leader held
then CJI Sanjiv Khanna responsible for
‘eivil wars' happening in this country, but
the apex court kept mum.

BHUPINDER KOCHHAR, PANCHKULA

Letters to the Editor, typed in double space, should not exceed the 200-+word limit.
These should be cogently wiitten and can be sent by e-mall to: Letiers@tribunemall.com
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AJAY K MEHRA
SENIOR FELLOW, CENTRE FOR
MULTILEVEL FEDERALISM

RIME MINISTER

Narendra Modi and

Home Minister

Amit Shah stated

in Padiament on
Juby 20 that the ceasefire in
Kashmir in 187 without
secunng Jammu & Kashmir,
its referral to the UN and the
ignoring of Sardar Patels
advice were Jawaharlal
Nehrus  three blunders
which gave India a festering
wound in perpetuity.

The lapse of paramountey
followang India's independ-
encemadethe accession of the
H6b princely states to the
respective domimons of India
and Pakistan clear Even as
Nehm set up the States
Department on July 5, 1047
under Sardar Patel to facilitate
the accession, the Maharaja of
Jammu & Kashmir delayed
his decsion, Patel, initially,
preferred that J&K accede to
Pakistan,. Maharaja Hari
Singh proposed o sipn stand-
gtill agreements with both his
nelghbours. Pakistan signed
immediately. Routed through
Lahore, the letter to Delhi was
delaved.

Unexpectedly, the Pakistan
army, with nearly 13.000-

strong tnbal hordes, mamched
towards EKashmir Nehm
nformed Patel in has letter on
September 27, 1947, of the
wgency of the situation as
Indian intervention without
arcession was tricky. Patel
had. meanwhile, changed his
mind on September 13 after
Pakistan accepted the acces-
sion of Junagadh in early
October and agreed to the
arcession of Kashmir to India.

By sending tribal forces
towards Snonagar, pillaging
villages en route and raping
women, by October 24 Pak-
istan had gpained considerable
advantape. Kashmir Prome
Minaster Mehr Chand Maha-
jan requested Nehru to send
Indian troops to Kashmir
Patel’s adviser and secretary
VP Menon was sent to Srina-
gar to assess the posibon.
While the Maharmja procrasti-
nated,. Mahajan, Patel and
Sheikh Abdullah persuaded
Nehru to immediately send
troops  to  Srinagar The
Maharaja signed the Instru-
ment of Accession on October
26. It's clear therefore, that
decision-making on Kashmir
at that eritieal time was a team
affair,

With the conflict escalating,
the British were aware that an
aggressive  Jinnah would
push for a full-scale war. Irked
by the Bntish tilt towards Pak-
istan, Nehru ordered the
Army to dnve out the tribals
from J& K He felt he should
give up his prime-minister-
ship and ‘take a nfle himsef,
and lead the men of India
against the invasion.

OPED
Kashmir & the blame game: What history tells us

1247,
BalAaw EBirwh.

i

.

gunal HBots throoghout country forfeed the
lsadars o scoept tha Partition Flan in June
Photo shows (fros lTelt &n _r'lghl:‘,l Sspdep

Arharvya ¥ remlr

et
18 I

b1

e ———

q;

] |

g %
\ v{

1947 LEADERS: {(From Left) Baldey Singh, JB K palani, Sardar Patel, Mehru, Mountbatten and Jinnah. TRiIBuse pHomo

As a full-scale war appeared
inevitable, India's Comman-
derin-Chief Gen Auchinleck
and Jinnah's adviser Lord
[smay (Mountbatten’s Chief
of Staff) soupght to persuade
Nehru to take the matter to
the TUN.

Initially Nehru rejected
the idea. Any reference to
the UN, Nehru said, could
only be on whether or not
Pakistan had supported the
aggression against Kash-
mir, and not on its acces-
zsion to India.

Dunng the Defence Com-
mittee meeting on October 28,
1947, Gen Auchinleck called
Mountbatten from Lahore,
and told him he had persuad-
ed Jinnah to cancel the order
to send Pakistan troops to
Eashmir An anxaous Mount-
batten, along with Lord Ismay
and Gen Auchinleck, pro-
posed talks between Nehru

Nehru was equally
determined to drive
the tribal infiltrators
out and "see this
Kashmir business
through.”

and Jinnah in Lahore, Nehru
agreed despite Patel's object-
ng to it as appeasement’.
But Nehru fell sick and had
to cancel his vist, So Mount-
batten travelled to Lahore
alone to meet Jnnah, who
denounced India. Jinnah
indicated his complicity in the
tnbal raids by offering to*call
the whole thing off” if India
agreed to withdmw her
troops; he rejected the propos-
al for a plebiscite in Kashmir
to be conducted by the TUN.
Mountbatte n kept trying to
persuade Nehru to refer the
dispute to the UN under
Article 35, which enables 1t
to settle such disputes.
Charging Pakistan with
having deliberately organ-

ised “the whole busmmess of

Kashmir raids”, Nehru told
Mountbatten, “They helped
the tribesmen tocollect; they
supplied them with 1mple-

ments of war, with lorres,
with petrol and with officers.
They are continuing todo so.
Indeed, their high offidals
openly declare so.”
Eventually, Nehru agreed
to write to the UN with alim-
ited reference relating to
Pakistan's invasion and “ille-
gal” oecupation of territory.
His December 31 letter to
the Security Council was
explicit. India sought the
UN's intervention in ending
Pakistan's armed invasion
and its withdrawal from
Kashmir: “The Government
of India requests the Securi-
ty Council to call upon Pak-
istan to put an end immedi-
ately to the giving of such
assistance which is an act of
agpression against India
Though he threatened to
take miltary action against
the invaders, the new Com-
mander-in-Chief of India, Gen
Francis Hobert Roy Buchen
cautioned Nehru on Novem-
ber 28, 1948, that ITndia was not
in a position to withstand a
continued military operation
in Kashmir for long as Indian
troops were fatipued. He
adwvised a poltical compro-
mise, Patel and Gandhi ulti-
mately consented, but in their
hearts, they were against it.
Nehru was determined to
drive the infiltrators out and
“gee this Kashmir business
through. We do not believe in
leaving things half-done. We
will send more troops. We will
muster all our resources and
fight till we succeed.”
He wrote to Mountbatten:
*... on no account would we

submit to this barbanmty
whatever the cost ... I am
convinced that any surren-
der on our part to this kind of
aggression would lead to
continuing aggression else-
where, and whether we want
it or not, war would become
mevitable between Indi and
Pakistan. We are dealing
with a State carrying on an
nformal war. The present
objective 18 Kashmirc The
next declared objective is
Patiala, East Punjab, and
Delhi ... wemust not carryvon
our own operations in aweak
defensive way, which can
produce no effective impres-
sion on the enemy. We have
refrained from crossing into
Pakistani terntory because
of our desire to avoid compli-
cations leading to open war”

This stem message does not
draw a picture of an nane and
dithering Nehru taking the
Kashmir issue to the UN,
compheating what could
have been militarily solved.

Patel and Gandhi were teme-
porarily persuaded by Mount-
batten. We must also realise
the immense  pressure
mmposed by the big powers,
the UK and US, who were
wary of another war after
World War IT.

However, the cause was
Iost in the Security Couneil.
Nehru wrote to Vijavlaksh-
mi Pandit, “*The US and
Britain have plaved a dirty
role, Britain probably being
the chief actor behind the
seenes. 1 have expressed
myself strongly to Attlee
aboutit....”

Hiroshima to Hard Rain: A warning we still ignore

SHELLEY WALIA
FORMER PROFESSOR,
PAMNJAB UNIVERSITY

5 we mark the
elghtieth anniver-
sary of the atomic
bombings of
] and
Nagasalkd, the wordd continues
to confront the ongoang legacy
of cataclvemic magnitude. Far
from being confined to history,
the threat of nuclear obliter-
tion continues to haunt plobal
imagination. From the hair-
trigper standoff of the Cuban
missile cnsis to the destabilis-
ing Russig-Ukmine war and
maore recently, the simmenng
hostilities between India and
Pakistan, along with the risks
posed by nuclear weapons, the
threat remains acuteand unre-
solved. By shifting our focus
from mere remembrance to
meamngtul action, we can
work towards creating 4 more
just and equitable world.

As a political analyst put it
Memory 1s not just about
honounng the dead; it is
about confronting the dea-
giond and demals that
allowed the violence fto
unfold.” What is demanded,
therefore, 15 not commemao-
ration but the ruthless dis-
mantling of the very systems

that manufacture, in Judith
Butlers words, our "political-
Iy induced condition” and
then disguise it as progress.
This anmversaryarnvesat a
time when art, especally
miisic, is agan underscored by
its renewed role in evoking
public conscence, BobDylan's
wonic song, A Homd Rain'sa-
Conna Fall” wntten m 1962, 22
vears after the Hiroshima-
Nagasald bombings, has long
been understood as a dinge on
the nuclear age. The poem's
terrifying visions and absorb-
ing cadence ambody the mw,
mexorable fear provoked by

the nuclear brinkmanship of

the dark times we lve in.

While Dvlan himself creat-
ed the "Hard Rain” song as
an allegory for the wider col-
lapse of socal and moral
order, Dvlan's fans during
the Cold War understood it as
an unnerving allusion to
nuclear calamity in a world
poised to annihilate itself in a
single, irreparable act of dev-
astation. Its lines resound
not just with portentous fore-
telling, but also with a tena-
cious ethical demand to defy
the forces of "endism”.

This resonance was reaf-
firmed at the recent Nobel
Laureate Assembly for the
Prevention of Nuclear War
held in Chicapon on  the
anniversary of the Trinity test,
a euphemism for the worlds
first nuclear detonation. The
event brought together 20
Nobel laureates and 60 lead-
ing nudear experts to con-
front what they described as
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MUST: A mass peace movement canexert the pressure needed to stop M-brnkmanship. SAaNDEEP 0SH

‘the high and seeminghy ns-
ing prospect of nuclear war”
The conference ended with
a stiming pedformance of
Dvlans "Hard Rain®™ by the
Emnos Quartet and a musical
collective, including artists
such as Rinpo Starr, Igpy Pop,
Willie Nelson and Laurie
Anderson. Stnkangly, 1t was
not a4 nostalgic tribute but a
call to action. On Democracy
Nowd!, the violimst of the quar-
tet, Davad Harrington, called
on artists to meet the crises
with resobve and moral clanty:
The call echoes Bob Dvlan's
belief in the transformative
power of music, in its mher-
ent quality of dissent and
moral reckoning, In a world
still shadowed by nuclear ter-
ror with thousands of war-
heads primed for instant
launch, his music becomes a
warning to not remain silent
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The memory of the
1945 atomic
bombings demands
more than
remembrance; it
demands action.
We mustwork to
eliminate the
looming N-threat.

in the face of annihilation.

In "A Hard Rain's a-Gonna
Fall,” Bob Dvlan crafts an
evocative poetic vision of a
world unravelling under the
weipght of war, imustice and
apocalyptic dread. Written in
the shadow of the Cuban
missile erisis and in the long
aftermath of Hiroshima, the
son g serves a5 both prophecy
and indietment. Its verses
unfold like a series of surreal
dispatches from a fractured
moral universe, where inno-
cence 15 violated and truth is
drowned in silence,

T saw a newborn baby unth
wild wolves all around it”
speaks about the brutal eaxpo-
gsure of vulnembility in a
predatory world, a symbaolice
endering of children bom
nto conflict, inequality and
extinction. Such imagery is
not merely metaphoncal; it

reflects an existential condi-
tion where institutions
designed to safeguard human
life and dignity have become
eerdly similar to those that
threaten them.

Drvlan's tone deepens with
the line, I sow guns and
sharp swords in the hands of
young children”, a powerful
mdictment of the glorifica-
tion of agpression and indoo-
trination of voung minds
These are not just the scars
of war but signs of a deeper
cultural and political rot.

The juotaposition in °I
heard ome person starve, [
heard many people laughin®
captures a word disturbingly
divided between those who
suffer and those who turn
away. In this, Dyvlan antic-
pates the global indifference
to famine, displacement and
nuclear escalation often ren-
dered imwisible by media
spectacle or political evasion.

Yet, the song refuses to
reflect despair, insisting on
the function of the witness.
"And Il tell it and think it
and speck it and breathe it”
dedares the narrator, assume
g the ethial burden of
mermnory and speech in aworld
dominated by euphemisms
and amnesia,

His song becomes a site of
resistance, an urgent reminder
that o name a catastrophe is

moral consequences of silence,
Music transcends cultural
expression, evolving into a
powerful act of resistance
against apathy and oppres-
sion. As msttutions fail to
restrain the arms race, as
treaties grind down and doe-
trine swings towards so-
called "tactical’ expediency,
the arts remain one of the
few bulwarks where moral
clarity can still be invoked.
Therefore, to mark Hiroshi-
ma and Nagasaki without
acknowledping the present
nuclear erisis 1s to engage in
hollow ritual. Commemaora-
tion must be pamred with
mobilisation. The memory of
the atomic bombings of
August 6 and 9, 18045
demands more than remem-
brance; it demands action.
We must work tirelessly to
eliminate the nuclear threat
that looms. That 15 the endur-
ing message of "A Hand Rain's
a-Cromna Fall." The rain per-
sists, a haunting refrain that
underscores the urpency of
our struggle. As the echoes of
protest resound across gener-
ations, we are compelled to
art, lest memory become a
mere eulogy for a lost cause.
As the arms mce escalates
and nudear brnkmanship
retums, only a mass peace
movement uniting scientists,
academics and civil socety
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CONTRAPUNTO

| won't insult your intelligence by suggesting
that you really believe what you just said

- WILLIAM F BUCKLEY JR

From Russia...

Washington is no slouch when it comes to buying
from Moscow. So what wrong is New Delhi doing?

hen Russia annexed Ukraine’s Crimea region in 2014, US
S ;R / punished it with sanctions. US-Russia trade, which was
worth over $38bn in 2013, slipped to under $35bn in 2014,
$23bn in 2015, less than $20bn in 2016, and then started rising again
from 2017, although Crimea remained with Russia. What changed
was that Obama left White House and Trump came in. In 2021, the last
year before Putin invaded Ukraine wholesale, Russian exportstoUS
amounted to $29.6bn — almost the same as in 2012. This recap is impor-
tant when Trump is threatening to make an example of India with
“substantially” higher tariffs for buying Russian oil. The same Trump
who, in Feb, said Ukraine “should have never started” the war.

Look at Europe, too. EU’s own data shows it supplied 10.3% of
Russian imports last year, and bought 7.3% of its exports. Total
goodstradebetweenthe “virtuous” and the sanctioned amounted to
anot 1ns1gn1f1cant $78bn —much more than the $69bn India-Russia

3 bilateral trade last year. And data
from thenonprofit CREA showsEU’s
spending on Russian energy last
year — $25.3bn — was more than its
financial assistance to Ukraine —
$21.6bn. That’s why the West’s moral
grandstanding on the Ukraine war
fails to convince. For Trump officials
toaccuse India of financing Putin’s
war, while ignoring EU’s Russia trade, and America’s own $3bn
worth of Russian imports, isnothing but hypocrisy.

How is it kosher for US to continue buying enriched uranium
from a sanctioned Russia to meet its energy needs, while frowning
upon India’s purchase of Russian oil to fuel its growing economy?
MEA spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal pointed out in a tweet on
Monday that US had nudged India to buy more Russian oil at the
start of the war “for strengthening global energy markets’ stability”.
Europe was the biggest buyer of Russian oil and gas then, and for
it to take a righteous stand, “traditional supplies were diverted to
Europe”. India at that time sourced less than 1% of crude from
Russia. By making the switch, it spared the world an inflationary
wave so soon after the pandemic.

As things stand, India’s saving not more than $2bn a year by
buying discounted Russian oil. It can pivot to West Asian suppliers
again, but everybody - including US — will then feel inflationary
pain. Trump shouldn’t forget that while trying to armtwist India
intoatradedeal.

Angry Clouds & Rivers

Natural disasters visit Uttarakhand regularly.
It excels in worsening their toll rashly

No, it wasn’tnearly as bad as 2013. But it was quite terrifying.

The visuals of aswollen, angry river sweeping away scores

of buildings as if they were bathtub toys, are still playing

on repeat on TV. However frequent natural disasters may unfort-

unately be, sometimes the images set one apart. That’s the case

with yesterday’s cloudburst in Uttarkashi. It led to flash floods

in the high altitude villages of Dharali. This extreme weather

event occurs in a small area and is rarely predicted by weather

monitoring systems. IMD had given an “extremely heavy” rainfall

warning for several districts in the state. But what we see in those

terrifying v1suals is how a cloudburst can wreak destruction in a

: mountainous region, gaining inordinate

power throughvalleysand steepslopes,ina
way impossible to control.

Theotherthingimpossible tomissishow
abundantly construction was sitting in the
riverbed, as if with no sense of the river’s
. nature and its rights of passage. In the
| moment that one gasped and feared that
, 2013 was being repeated, everything that
happened then, from which the state was
supposed to emerge chastened and reformed,
streamed in one’s mind. That June, the cloudburst sent such flash
floods down Kedarnath to Rishikesh, that thousands of villages
suffered and over 5,000 people went missing. There was hyper focus
on how unregulated real estate development had exponentially
worsened the toll that the natural disaster anyway would have taken.
Nature has hardly stopped serving such warnings. The 2021 glacial
lake outburstflood thattoreinto Chamoliand the2023 subsidence in
Joshimath were two biggies, for example.

But highrises to fancy villas keep going up in river beds.
Builders make hay while people lose their lives and investments.
Uttarakhand is cryingfor a govtthattakes sustainable development
seriously. It’snever had one.

Gag x 3

A single word scores a hat trick by having
a trio of different meanings in the country

Jug Suraiya

English is a very hard working language. It’s forever rolling
up its sleeves and borrowing words from other languages,
without so much as a by your leave, to make its own.

It’s pinched Guru, Karma, and Bungalow, to name only a
few, from Hindi. English isalsoforever inventingnew words to
addtoitsrepertoire.

Recent examples include chillax, a combination of chill and relax; doom-
scrolling, obsessively reading and looking at negative news; awesomesauce,
something that is extremely good; and truthiness, something that sounds true
buthasnoevidencetoback it.

Thanks to its unceasing labour, English has possibly the largest number of
words in its lexicon compared with all other languages, with its dictionaries
variously listing between 500,000 and as many as a million words, though only

about 20,000 are in average daily use.
\ The most widely spokenlanguage in the world with an estimated
8/ 1.5bnusers, English is also skilled at multitasking, making many of
. its words sound the same but have several meanings.
Such words include dog, which isan animal of
. . the caninespecies, oritcould beaverbthat means
sSeco I1d OPINION tofollow someone or something.
Some words in English can also have even
three meanings, and could be called verbal triplets. A verbal triplet of particular
relevance to contemporary India is the word ‘gag’.

Gag can mean a joke, a witticism, a one-liner, or other expression of humour,
spoken or written. Gag can also mean to prevent one from speaking or expres-
singoneself by inserting a metaphoric gagin one’s metaphoric mouth.

And as increasingly more and more gags of the first kind are charged with
hurtingthereligious, ideological, or any other sensibilities of varioussections
of people, gags of the second kind are more and more frequently and vigorously
employed.

This gagging of gags might induce gagsters, to coin a word, to feel an urge
to perform a third kind of gag, which means to want to vomit. And that’s no
truthiness. And certainly no awesomesauce.

Trump Trade: No Deal Or Temp Deal?

Two contrasting perspectives on Trump s threats. But both agree on his hypocrisy

Ajay Srivastava

By the time this went to
print, Trump hadn’t
specified by how much
he will “substantially
raise” tariffs on Indian
exportsontopof the25%
tariffs a]ready imposed. Whatever the hit,
with India’s $86.5bn in goods exports to
US under threat, it’s fair to ask: Is India
the only one buying oil from Russia?

Why is US focusing onrestricting oil
imports? Is its position in the Russia-
Ukraine war as clearcut as it claims?
Crucially, is Trump targeting India
because he can’t go after China? It’s worth
exploringthefacts behind the claims.

Why target India alone? Nato, US
itself, and China import heavily from
Russia. In 2024, EU bought $39.1bn worth
of Russian goods, including $25.2bn in
oil & fertilisers, non-alloy steel, alumi-
num, platinum group metals, titanium,
radioactive substances, copper, nickel.
US imports were worth $3.3bn, including
platinum group metals, radioactive che-
micals, titanium, turbojets, oil cakesetc.

China was the biggest buyer of
Russian oil - worth $62.6bn, more than
India’s $52.7bn. Yet, Trump likely singles
out India because China pushes back
hard and controls critical materials
vital to US defence and tech. Ignoring
imports by its allies and rivals makes
US’stariffs on India seem more political
than strategic.

Washington sanctions crude oil
because doing so doesn’t hurt US. In
2024, it produced about 70% of the oil it
consumed —worth $370bn —$380bn of total
$570bn. In contrast, India imports 85%
of itsoilneeds and ismore vulnerable to
supply shocks and price hikes. This
allows US to use oil as a pressure tool,
while keeping its own economy safe.

The real reason behind US’s actions
isn’t trade but frustration with India’s
independent stance. Washington’s trade
war, initially aimed at Beijing, failed.
Between 2017 and 2023, China’s exports
rose by over $1tn, US trade deficit grew
by $762bn. When Trump tried to raise
tariffs on China to145% this time, China
and Japan sold $ltn in US treasury
bonds, crashing the markets, forcing
him to pull back. Unable to take on
Beijing again, US signed one-sided deals
with EU, Japan, Vietham among others,
butIndiadidn’t givein.

US wants to punish Russia for the war
in Ukraine. But US played a key role in
creating the crisis. Economist Jeffrey
Sachs and others have noted that in the

early 1990s, US leaders assured Russia
Nato wouldn’t expand eastward. Yet Nato
expanded in 1999 and 2004; US pushed for
Ukraine and Georgia tojoin in 2008. After
the 2014 Maidan revolution, US backing
for Ukraine’s Nato ambitions only in-
creased. The war could’ve been avoided
had Ukraine stayed neutral and mutual
security guarantees been in place.

India is American tech firms’ biggest
market and a vital source of data, users
and talent. Companies like Google, Meta,
Amazonand Microsoftrely on Indiatotest
products, train AI models, drive global
growth. If India allows Chinese giants
like Tencent or Alibaba to compete freely,
it could end monopoly of US firms.

Trump ignores that US earns far
more from India than vice versa. He
talks up the $44bn trade surplus in
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India’s favour, but leaves out the over
$80bn USmakes yearly from India. Indian
students contribute over $25bn to US
economy; American tech, finance and
consulting firms earn billions through
operations in India. Add defence deals,
subscription services, and American
companies’ back-end centres — money
flows heavily in US’s favour.
Onatradedeal, India can show flexi-
bility on many issues but must firmly
protect its red lines on agriculture and
dairy. It shouldn’t agree to changing its
patent laws, data rules, or procurement
policies — or accept pressure on Brics.
Indiamust also insist on legal certainty
of nonew tariffs post deal. Or else, India
should be ready to walk away. No deal
would be better than a bad deal.
Thewriter isan experton trade & tech issues

Anisree Suresh

Days after Trump
announced he would
impose 25% tariffs on
Indian exports to US,
his fresh warning
i about raising these
tariffs “substantially” made it clear
that to maintain Indian exports to US
India must negotiate a costly short-
term trade deal. This would allow it to
continue engaging with Washington.

In line with US trade deals with
EU (15%), Japan (15%), Indonesia and
Philippines (19%), or Vietnam (20%), a
trade agreement might reduce India’s
tariff exposure to about 10-15%. This
would maintain cost competitiveness
and provide much-needed certainty for

Indian exports to US, which were worth
around $87bn in 2024.

Trump’s unilateral trade measures,
press-driven ultimatums, and reciprocal
tariffsdomeanthattradingpartners, in
his various deals, bear disproportionate
obligations. Likewise, India might have
to give upmore than it gainsif anagree-
mentisreached with US.

® Despite five rounds of talks, New
Delhi and Washington are still at odds
over US access to the Indian market,
especially in agriculture and dairy
sectors, and over India’s oil and arms
imports from Russia. India continues to
impose sanitary regulations and high
tariffs on US produce. For instance,
skimmed milk powder still attracts
60% tariff. Dairy products such as fresh
cheese and curd are also subject to 30%

import duties.

In addition, India has strict restric-
tions on genetically modified soybeans
and corn, two of the largest US agri
products. Importing livestock products
into India necessitates an import licence.
In order to negotiate a favourable trade
agreement with US and other nations,
India will need to figure out how to relax
some of these onerousregulations.

® The next challenge is India’s
ongoing imports of Russian oil and
arms, driven by national interest and
economic pragmatism. If India doesn’t
reduce its involvement with Russia, US
has warned that secondary sanctions
and additional tariffs may be imposed.
In this context, too, it will be better for
India to have an interim deal. That will
probably mean India agreeing to buy
some US energy.

Making a deal should be understood
asatactical truce. Its short-term benefit
would be purchasing time — time to
shield Indian exporters, particularly
textile and pharma industries, from the
full force of punitive tariffs. It will also
allow India to bring Washington to the
negotiation table, to discuss the addi-
tional tariffs on India if it continues
buying Russian oil. Tariff arbitrage is
still a legitimate benefit even if the
negotiated tariff isn’tlowered to zero.

Additionally, a US deal would
enhance India’s chances of negotiating
advantageous FTAs with others, includ-
ingEU.

India will have to make concessions,
though. Consider enacting a duty-free
Tariff Rate Quota for dairy products in
place of higher tariff barriers. Religious

* sensitivity towards US dairy products

(due to the meat feed given to livestock
there) could be solved through the right
labelling, after which a certain amount
of goods could enter India at a zero tariff
rate. Plus, consider reducing tariffs on
the likes of apples, oilseeds and marine
products.

For a trading economy looking to
maintain its global integration, a deal
offers a structured negotiation path, some
predictability, and short-term relief.
Even if it’s unfair, it will give India
breathing room to safeguard its export
interests,and advancetrade (if not with
US, with others) in the long term. The
alternative is an economically riskier
corner, where it has little leverage at
a time when global trade is being
redefined not by WTO rules but by power
politics and protectionism.

The writer is a research associate at
Takshashila Institution. Views are personal

Why People Leave Equal Bihar For Unequal Mumbai

Starting poor in life is alright if there’s equality of opportunity and a chance to strike it rich

Neeraj Kaushal

The computerscience principle ‘garbage
in, garbage out’ - gigo — also applies to
the ongoing debate on inequality in
India. To decide whether India is
amongthe world’smost equal societies
or the most unequal, the focus is on
income and consumption. While eco-
nomist Thomas Piketty counts India
among the most unequal economies in
terms of income distribution, World Bank calculations
—the source of recent newspaper punditry-place India
as the fourth most, and by some interpretations the top
most, equal society in consumption.

Critics see serious problems in the data that Piketty
has used. They also see serious problems in India’s
consumption survey data that World Bank has used.
The Bank’s tables on Gini coefficients are based on
consumption for some countries and incomefor others,
which is another source of criticism and confusion.
Critics on both sides claim the other side has a gigo
problem, and the debate continues.

This obsession with income and consumption
inequality misses a crucial factor: Opportunity. Why is
opportunity crucial? Because that’s what people care
about. Inequality of outcomes —income or consumption —
is the pet subject of economists, journalists and politi-
cians. But they would be surprised to learn that people
do not care much about inequality of income and
consumption. Indeed, they constantly express their
preference for opportunity, and disdain for equality, by
movingout of places thatare havens of equality to places
that have high levels of inequality and provide greater
opportunity. This is true not just in India, but globally.

Bihar and Assam are the most equal states in India

Professor of
Social Policy

as per the Gini coefficient, a measure economists often
use to measure inequality. Yet, every year Biharis and
Assamese move to states with much higher opportunity
and inequality — Haryana, Kerala, Maharashtra, the
states with the highest Gini coefficients, meaning high
inequality. There is little mobility in reverse from
states with high levels of inequality to Bihar and
Assam. Indeed, people from Kerala migrate to work in
West Asia, one of the most unequal regions
in the world, in hordes. Keralites also
migrate to other parts of India - for
opportunity, not equality.

PeopleinBiharand Assamdonot
blame the rich of Mumbai for their 4§
economic plight, in fact, they would
all like to work for the Ambanis, i
Adanis and Tatas to improve their
lot. They return to tell stories of
opportunities, and not inequalities,
that their new abodes offer.

Across India, Gini coefficients
aremuchhigherinurbanareasthan %
rural areas - indicating higher urban
inequality. Yet, people move from rural
areas to urban areas — to big cities like
Mumbai, Delhi, Chennai—for opportunity. This
istrue globally. Rural societies are more equal and offer
fewer opportunities for growth while urbanisation is a
sign of growth and progress.

Data on international migration also shows disdain
for income (or consumption) equality, and migration to
places with high opportunity. US is one of the most un-
equal societies in terms of income distribution in the rich
world. Yet, it attracts 20% of all international migrants
annually-because it offers enormous opportunities. No
one wants to gotocommunist countries that pride them-

selves on income and consumption equality, choking
opportunity. The same is true of regional inequality,
globally. South Africa has the highest Gini coefficient of
income in the world - indicating that it has the most un-
equal distribution of income. It is also the country that
receivesmostimmigrantsfromother African countries.

Wepay alotof attentiontoinequalities of outcomes—
such as income and wealth; but inequalities of human
capitaland health arefar more consequential.
Thecruelreality isthatallmen, or women,
arenot created equal. Some are tall, some
short; some inherit genes that make

them sturdy and healthy and others
genes that cause poor health. Some
have excellent memories and some
\ *ip are forgetful. Some are creative,
kW some excel in repetitive work, and
‘ some inneither.
| Inequalities at birth generally
grow with age - so individuals
with good health do well at school;
get admission to good colleges, get
degrees from institutions that become
certificates of their abilities and skills
and can fetch jobs with high incomes and
opportunities for growth.

Oneof thegoalsof themodernstate istoprovide qua-
lityeducation andskillstoallsothat they canreach their
optimum potential. It won’t bring equality of income
or consumption, but will improve the potential of all
citizens to excel. If you have human capital —education,
skillsand good health —youhave a better chance of being
wise and becoming wealthy. The road to a viksit nation
has to be paved with equality of opportunity for all; the
debate on equality of outcomesis simply a distraction.

The writer teaches at Columbia University, US
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1 dont like THEN DONT
Your face. LOOK AT \T.
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I DONT CARE ABOUT BEING
ACCEPTED. 1'D SETTLE FOR
BEING \GNORED,

The moral to be
legitimately drawn
from the supreme
tragedy of the bomb
is that it will not

be destroyed by

counter-bombs even as violence
cannot be by counter-violence.
Mankind has to get out of violence only
through nonviolence. Hatred can be
overcome only by love.
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Prophets Of Romanticism, Love, Beauty, And Nature

Reuben Ray

he Romantic poets were a
| sensitive group of geniuses who
broke from the classical tradition
between 1780 and 1850. Their poetic
expositions are widely read and resear-
ched by students in literature schools
and universities around the world.

The illustrious English Romantic
poets in the mainstream were William
Blake, William Wordsworth, Samuel
Taylor Coleridge, George Gordon
Byron, Percy Bysshe Shelley,and John
Keats. A chronological comparison
between early Romantics, such as
Blake, Wordsworth, and Coleridge,
and later Romantics, including Byron,
Shelley, and Keats, offers insight into
themes such as elements of nature, love,

beauty,emotion, and rebellion.
Romantic poets in the bygone era
were literary harbingers; nevertheless,

in reality, they were prophets of romance,

love, and beauty, underlyinga
collective theme of rebelling
againsttherelegation of
emotiontoreason,denying
the bounty of nature to
generate the flow of exten-
sive industrialisation, and
disbelief in the eternity of

Taylor Coleridge’s The Rimeof the
Ancient Mariner emphasises the incul-
cation of moral values by absolving the
speaker from a sense of guilt,leadingto
redemption and a meaningful life,
and the sacredness behind our
11v1ng standards. As known for
hismystical insights, Coleridge
intercedes: “He prayeth best,
who loveth best/All things
both great and small.”
Though John Keats

man’s soul. Their poetic

THE SPEAKING TREE suffered bouts of hypo-

lineage was perpetuated
through pilgrimages and spiritual
journeystoimmortalise the
philosophy of love, beauty and
elements of romanticism.

It wasromance in tryst with the
imagination of divine forces. Samuel

chondria-Ilove sickness, he
was undeniably a sensuous poet who
expressed his angeliclove ever flowing
for his amorouslady, Fanny Brawne.

Her absence duringhis sickness seemed
unbearable, and he lamented through the
open window to nature. Living his life

under the misery of melancholiaand
condescension with the truth of beauty
nurtured by nature, John Keats in the
Odeona Grecian Urn, declared: “Beauty
istruth, truth beauty —that isall/Ye
know on earth, and all ye need to know.”
Nature was his only trusted companion.

Romanticism endures in the hearts of
those who cherish love, beauty, and
nature. It is an experience that revitalises
the soul, muchlike rain breathinglife
into aparched landscape. The spirit of
Romanticism naturally gravitates
toward the timeless presence of emotion,
aesthetic wonder, and the natural world.
Echoingthe sentiment in Keats’ Odeona
Grecian Urn, some still hold to the idea
that ‘Beauty is truth, truth beauty’ -a
reflection of the enduring Romantic
quest for meaning through beauty.
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Blessed are the hearts that can bend; they shall never be broken.
Albert Camus

. 4

Quota move in LS
positive, but will it
count for 20277

uesday’s passage of the ‘Readjustment of Representation of
Scheduled Tribes in Assembly Constituencies of Goa Bill,
2025’ in the Lok Sabha marks a significant milestone in the
journey for tribal empowerment in Goa. Coming amidst a
heated debate during the Question Hour in the Goa Legis-
lative Assembly, this move symbolises a positive step towards trib-
al rights and representation. On the national stage, the Lok Sabha’s
passage of the bill signals a recognition of Goa’s unique demographic
realities. The legislation’s passage, though still pending Rajya Sab-
ha approval, has been hailed by various leaders as a historic step to-
wards inclusive governance.

Historically, the tribal communities in Goa have felt neglected and
marginalised, with their presence often overlooked in the political
landscape. As per the 2011 census, the ST population in Goa had in-
creased substantially, but has found no reservations in the 40-mem-
ber Assembly. The legislation aims to rectify this imbalance by em-
powering the Election Commission to readjust constituencies based
on updated census data, thus ensuring
that STs acquire the political representa-

Reservation, seen from :

the electoral numbers, tion they have long deserved.

may pose a dilemma The downside is that quotas may not be
for parties, with Priol, effective at the 2027 Assembly elections
Quepem, Sanguem, in Goa, because the next census in India
and Nuvem tippedtobe  is scheduled to begin in March 2027. This
reserved will be the first digital census in India and

will include an enumeration of castes. The
Election Commission had earlier stated that the next delimitation
exercise and readjustment of seats to be reserved under SCs and STs
would only take place through a delimitation commission after the
relevant figures of the next census are published. Nonetheless, the
reservation, seen from the electoral numbers, may pose a dilemma
for parties, with Priol, Quepem, Sanguem, and Nuvem tipped to be
reserved.

While reservation still appears to be a distant dream, it is the trib-
al issues that are hogging attention. The anguish and concern were
well amplified in the Assembly session led by an impassioned speech
by Govind Gaude. During the Question Hour and the subsequent
calling attention motion, opposition MLAs and community leaders
have voiced their frustrations, accusing the government of playing
divisive politics and neglecting the community’s core issues. Gaude
lambasted the government for allegedly targeting institutions like the
United Tribal Associations Alliance (UTAA), which have historically
mobilised support for tribal welfare. His accusations that the govern-
ment’s ban on UTAA and the appointment of an administrator for the
Gomantak Gaud Maratha Samaj were politically motivated reveal the
deep fissures within tribal politics.

Gaude’s critique raises a key question: Will the reservation move
heal the wounds of the tribal community, and will it bring about uni-
ty within? Secondly, has the BJP used this as a “strategic timeout”
against the resentment brewing in the background? The move to re-
serve seats is seen as a necessary corrective, but questions remain
whether it will translate into a meaningful change soon, since there
are deeper socio-economic issues that are left wide open.

Given the political landscape, where tribal votes can influence pow-
er dynamics, the government will have to tread carefully. It must pri-
oritise engagement and address the concerns, or risk losing their sup-
port altogether. The passage of this bill in the Lok Sabha is a positive,
arecognition of the need for fair representation. Yet, it is only one part
of a broader process in winning their confidence. The government’s
challenge is to turn this legislative decision into a platform for unity,
ensuring that tribal communities feel recognised, heard, and valued.

OPEN SPACE »> o

Recruitment process in
State seems flawed

wo years back crowds gathered at two different palaces and purposes. The
Tﬁrst one was to submit recruitment employment forms at the Goa Human
Resource Development Corporation (GHRDC), Porvorim. The second was
at the Corporation of the City of Panaji (CCP) where vendors jostled to collect the
form to put up stalls for the Ashtami fair (Sept 6-17) (Letter in TGE, Sept 9, 2023).
At the GHRDC hundreds of people had applied for 370 contract posts. Noticing
the surging crowd, the authorities baulked and conveniently cancelled the re-
cruitment programme. Similarly, the CCP could have accepted online applica-
tions for stalls and a public draw could have been held to pick the lucky winners.
On Aug 4, about 4,000 female candidates lined up to submit documents and
attend the interview that was to take place for 100 posts of contractual nurses.
Several candidates had come from far-off places, stood in queue since the crack
of dawn, and had no facilities for breakfast and washrooms, and no shelter from
the inclement weather. The applications could have been collected online and
after scrutiny the eligible candidates could have been called for interview.
SRIDHAR D’IYER, Caranzalem

Wednesday August 6, 2025

Christ the Redeemer Project and the law
The project atop Baga Hill, rather than standing as a symbol of faith,

now resembles a monument to planning impropriety

—J 3The writer
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ADV MOSES PINTO

hen plans for a Christ the Re-
Wdeemer statue atop Baga Hill

first appeared in public dis-
course, concerned citizens raised ob-
jections not only to the symbolism but
to the opaque and irregular means
by which the project appeared to pro-
gress. These apprehensions have since
been substantiated through a pattern
of zoning inconsistencies, historical
title infringements, and questionable
assertions of authority by institutional
actors, all of which require immediate
public scrutiny.

Forest converted
into settlement

The Regional Plan for Goa 2021 re-
flects a clear departure from ecological
rationality in the case of Baga Hill. Land
which had historically been mapped as
private forest based on forest depart-
ment surveys and ecological parame-
ters was later reclassified as settlement
zones, marked in yellow on RP 2021.
This transition from a conservation-ori-
ented classification to one that permits
construction and development cannot
be justified by any scientific review or
participatory planning process placed
on public record.

As per the Supreme Court’s continu-
ing directions in the T.N. Godavarman
Thirumulpad case, any land meeting
the dictionary definition of a forest, re-
gardless of ownership, must be treated
as such under the Forest (Conservation)
Act, 1980. The arbitrary change in zon-
ing on Baga Hill appears to contravene
this doctrine.

A disputed road and
a historical deed

A key parcel of land central to the
Christ the Redeemer project is Sur-
vey No. 267, Sub Division 1. Through
this land, the road providing access to
the proposed statue site has been con-
structed. However, a Deed of Division
and Partition dated 6 March 1925 re-
veals that the said property had been
inscribed in favour of Clarimundo Hei-
tor Carmo de Souza. Presently, the des-
ignated co-heirs of the said owner, rep-
resented through his niece Ivone Souza,
continue to enjoy legal rights to this
parcel.

Despite the deed’s legal validity and
continuity of ownership, the Comuni-

It draws
together the
failures of
ecological
governance,
the erosion
of private
title, and the
instrumental
misuse of the
Comunidade
. system

dade of Calangute has continued to
interfere with the said property. This
interference, without lawful title or
court order, appears to be driven by
the development potential of the land
higher up on the Baga Hill slope. By
asserting dominion over a lower-ly-
ing access route, the Comunidade po-
sitions itself to exert control over the
larger hill stretch, where the statue
and its tourist infrastructure are an-
ticipated.

Comunidade label
used selectively

Across Goa, the term ‘Comunidade
land’ has increasingly been invoked
to claim control over land parcels that
are historically documented under
individual ownership or held jointly
by heirs through documented inher-
itance. In the case of Baga Hill, such
claims are not based on updated Re-
cords of Rights or legal partition or-
ders, but on administrative notings
in Forms I and XIV that lack judicial
scrutiny.

This selective invocation of Comu-
nidade status enables the bypass-
ing of due process and facilitates a
streamlined route for high-stakes real
estate development or religious tour-
ism projects. It also silences legitimate
title-holders, as seen in the present in-
stance that is the heirs of Clarimundo
de Souza.

PILWP 32/2019
and judicial delay

The issues now manifest on Baga
Hill closely reflect the concerns raised
in PILWP 32/2019, which remains
pending before the High Court of
Bombay at Goa. That petition seeks
to compel the State to finalise and
notify private forests, in compliance
with longstanding judicial orders
and expert committee reports. The
State’s delay has enabled land previ-
ously surveyed as forest to be selec-
tively converted, often into settlement
zones, for purposes of development.

The Christ the Redeemer project
typifies this breakdown in lawful clas-
sification. By enabling the conversion
of forest land into a settlement with-
out scientific review, environmental

clearance, or community consulta-
tion, the Regional Plan 2021 has legit-
imised an act that should otherwise
invite penal consequences under for-
est law.

Ecological and legal
consequences

The project also risks long-term en-
vironmental damage. Baga Hill forms
part of the coastal lateritic plateau
and contributes to the hill slope sta-
bility and biodiversity of the Calan-
gute—Baga region. Its transformation
into a tourism hub not only threatens
the local ecosystem but may acceler-
ate illegal construction, slope destabi-
lisation, and increased vehicular pres-
sure on narrow hill access roads.

Legally, the continued failure to
recognise the property rights of doc-
umented title-holders, such as the
heirs of Clarimundo de Souza, sets a
precedent for other such dismissals of
historical title under the guise of de-
velopment.

Corrective actions
required

The Town and Country Planning
Department must release the docu-
mentary basis upon which Survey No.
267/1 was reclassified. The Directorate
of Settlement and Land Records must
verify and publicly affirm the standing
of the 1925 Deed of Partition and Divi-
sion. Most importantly, the High Court
must be invited through appropriate
interlocutory applications in PILWP
32/2019 to take judicial notice of the
inconsistency between ecological
classification and zoning decisions in
such contested zones.

A monument of
contention

The Christ the Redeemer project
atop Baga Hill, rather than standing
as a symbol of faith, now resembles a
monument to planning impropriety. It
draws together the failures of ecologi-
cal governance, the erosion of private
title, and the instrumental misuse of
the Comunidade system. If left un-
checked, it will embolden further cir-
cumventions of law and erase what re-
mains of Goa’s fragile hilltop ecology.
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Queries CM should answer
with regard to minorities

Chief Minister Pramod Sawant while
responding to concerns raised by Leader
of Opposition Yuri Alemao on Monday
casually assured the Goa Legislative
Assembly that incidents similar to the
controversial arrest of nuns in Chhattis-
garh will not take place in the state as
his government never allows religious
discrimination or baseless targeting of
individuals or groups but respects all
communities and ensures their protec-
tion under the Uniform Civil Code. Now, if
what Sawant has said on the floor of the
house on Monday is 100% true then how
come his government is seen inwardly
fully supporting the anti-social activities
of goons of all the non-Goan right wing
organisations in the state? How come his
government is seen giving them a free
hand today to stop vehicles at the border
to harass those transporting beef to
deprive minorities of beef? How come his
government is seen giving full protection
to a habitual hate monger like Subhash
Velingkar? By now most Goans know
which type of people Sawant supports
for his own long-term political survival.
JERRY FERNANDES, Saligao

Ethanol blending with
petrol and the risks

As perreports, India has achieved 20
per cent ethanol blending with petrolin
2025. And here are the (non) benefits:
At least 6-7% reduced mileage in actual
driving conditions; lower engine perfor-
mance in terms of power and torque;
risk of engine damage in non-compati-
ble cars ie.those manufactured before
2023; starting trouble, operating diffi-
culties and material degradation of the
engine. Andyou get all these amazing

Legalising illegal houses with eye on polls

With corruption at record levels in Goa and the same getting
worse by the day, | think that BJP party seems very nervous
about winning the 2027 state elections. Hence the party is ag-
gressively pursuing its bills to legalize houses under the pretext
“Goans will be benefiting ” which is pure deception, as the term
Goan has not been defined to cover only ethnic Goans. It is obvi-
ous in Goa today that that there are corrupt Goan BJP ministers/
MLAs who will not survive in politics today if you take away their
vote banks in illegal settlements. | am all for providing decent
accommodation to people but this surely can be done via setting
up rental properties, and not just gifting away free/encroached
land in ownership, particularly to those who broke the law and
encroached on properties. The infamous Bhumiputra bill which
the BJP was forced to withdraw earlier now seems to be tactfully
introduced in 3 parts. If somehow these 3 legalisation moves by
the BJP can be stopped, the chances of success of the BJP form-
ing the next government can be drastically reduced.

ARWIN MESQUITA, Colva

benefits at the same price though etha-
nol is much cheaper than petrol or die-
sel. In effect if you are buying a litre of

petrol you are getting only 8oo ml, the
rest 200 mlis ethanol which costs half
the price of petrol. A central minister’s
family owns the majority of the ethanol
making plants in the sugar belt of
Maharashtra. Congratulations! You will
get the opportunity to buy a new car
way before its 15 years are up courtesy
the wear and tear inflicted by blended
petrol on your vehicle’s engine.

VINAY DWIVEDI, Benaulim

Why are we being treated
like trash by Trump?

There was a time in the past when India
and China were similarly placed as far
as the economy was concerned though
China had a larger population to feed.
China had a GDP per capita of $ 155, but
47 years lateritis a turbocharged Rs 17
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trillion super economy. They upped their
game by controlling their population,
formulating appropriate state policies
and worked tremendously hard on their fi-
nancials. InIndia, we came back from the
brink of disaster under PV Narasimha Rao
and began rising under the stewardship
of Dr Manmohan Singh. In the past eleven
years, we have been tottering as two gen-
tlemen have come to the forefront on the
national scene, who are more interested
in winning elections. Consequences have
followed. We have a net 45 billion USD
trade surplus with them but that is a neg-
ligible 0.13% of their economy. We never
scaled up. We became cybercoolies to the
world providing cheap manpower. Today,
if we are being treated like trash by Trump
itis because, we are a footnote in their
scheme of things.

REKHA SARIN TREHAN, Benaulim

Longest format of cricket
is alive and kicking

In @ magical finish, Team India won the
recent fifth Test of an enthralling series,
snatching victory from jaws of defeat

just one match after having clungontoa
draw to give themselves a chance to level
the series. The Test victory at The Oval —
by a mere six runs — was one for the ages
and it helped India share the honours
2-2. The 5-match series also underscored
the fact that Shubman Gill’s era as the
Indian Test captain has begun. For pace
bowler Mohammed Siraj, the match was
a story of villain to hero. From dropping
Harry Brook’s catch, he went on to win
the match for India. The five-match con-
test, headlined by glorious highs and ac-
rimonious lows, showed that it’s too early
to write-off Test cricket in the age of T20
format. The longest and most challenging
format of the game is alive and kicking.
GREGORY FERNANDES, Mumbai
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THE DAILY GUARDIAN SURVEY ON ANIRUDDHACHARYA CONTROVERSY

79% of people believe that preachers shouldn’t have

¢ _ « 71% of respondents support the demand for granting
right to issue character certificates to others

full statehood to Jammu and Kashmir

Aniruddhacharya’s sexist re- was misdirected in a viral video action against those spreading fake 71% respondents support full 77% believe terror attacks have re-  flecting broad public support for

marks have sparked backlash, with  and reaffirmed it targeted him, not news and trolling her. statehood for Jammu and Kash- duced. 80% think statehood will administrative and security mea-
Khushboo Patani condemning his  Premanandji. Echoing strong pub- mir. While 55% feel development enhance security. 71% are satis-  sures in the region.
statements as patriarchal and of- lic sentiment, she warned of legal has accelerated post Article 370, fied with government policies, re-
fensive. She clarified her criticism
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Haley, Zakharova slam Trump

CONTINUED FROM P1

targeting of India “unjusti-
fied and unreasonable.” A
statement from the MEA
emphasised that India’s en-
ergy imports are driven by
national needs and global
market dynamics. “India
began importing from Rus-
sia because traditional sup-
pliers were diverted to Eu-
rope after the outbreak of
the conflict,” the ministry
noted. It also accused West-
ern nations of double stan-
dards, highlighting that the
EU’s trade with Russia far
exceeds India’s, including
arecord 16.5 million tonnes
of LNG imported by Europe
in 2024.

The MEA also pointed out
ongoing US imports from
Russia, such as uranium
hexafluoride for nuclear
energy and palladium for
the EV industry. “Like any
major economy, India will
take all necessary measures
to safeguard its national in-

terests and economic secu-
rity,” the spokesperson said.
According to reports, the
United States and China
agreed to a temporary 90-
day tariff reprieve in May,
slashing US tariffs from
145% to 30%, and Chinese
duties from 125% to 10%.
India has maintained that
its foreign and energy poli-
cies are rooted in strategic
autonomy. MEA spokesper-
son Randhir Jaiswal reiter-
ated last week that “our ties
with any country stand on
their merit and should not
be seen from the prism of a
third country.”
Meanwhile, Russia also
issued a sharp rebuke to
Washington’s tightening
tariff policies. Foreign Min-
istry Spokeswoman Maria
Zakharova described US
actions as part of a “neo-
colonial agenda,” accusing
the Biden administration of
using “politically motivated
economic pressure” to pun-
ish countries following an

independent foreign policy.

“Sanctions and restrictions
have unfortunately become
a defining feature of the
current historical period,”
Zakharova said, arguing
that the US is attempting
to impose its will through
protectionism, undermin-
ing global trade norms and
sovereignty. She emphasised
that Russia remains commit-
ted to building a multipolar
world order alongside part-
ners such as BRICS nations.

The mounting tensions
come amid fears that global
oil prices could surge to
$200 a barrel if India halts
Russian imports, severely
impacting consumers and
economic stability.

With no clear resolution in
sight, the spat underscores
growing divisions in global
trade alliances and high-
lights the geopolitical com-
plexities surrounding the
Russia-Ukraine conflict,
energy security, and multi-
polar diplomacy.

EC suspends four Bengal officials

CONTINUED FROM P1

Assembly constituencies.

The poll panel also direct-
ed the State Chief Secretary
to lodge FIRs against the
four officers and a data en-
try operator and send a re-
port on the action taken. The
two EROs are West Bengal
Civil Service (executive) of-
ficers.

The Election Commission
said that suitable disciplin-
ary proceedings will be
initiated against Debottam
Dutta Choudhury (ERO),
Tathagata Mondal (AERO),
Biplab Sarkar (ERO) and
Sudipta Das (AERO), add-
ing that FIRs will be lodged
against them “for their ac-
tions, which potentially
amount to criminal mis-
conduct”. The poll body said
that FIR will also be lodged
against the casual data entry
operator Surojit Halder.

“The Chief Electoral Of-
ficer (CEO) of West Bengal
had forwarded a report on
July 29 informing about
the wrongful addition of
names in the electoral rolls
by EROs and AEROs of Ba-
ruipur Purba and Moyna
Assembly constituencies. It
has been reported that the
said officers have not only
failed to perform duty as
ERO and AERO while dis-
posing off the applications
but also violated the policy
of data security while shar-
ing their login credentials
of the electoral roll data-
base with unauthorized
persons,” the ECI stated in
its letter to the West Bengal
Chief Secretary.

Earlier, the poll panel, dur-
ing a sample checking of ap-
plications from new voters
in the State, had found that
the two EROs accepted a
large number of Form 6

from alleged fictitious vot-
ers, officials aware of the
developments said.
Further enquiry revealed
that the mandatory verifica-
tion by the Booth Level Offi-
cers (BLOs) were also alleg-
edly not done in those cases.
The officers also provided
user access to ERO Net,
a centralised system that
helps election officials with
electoral roll management,
to unauthorised users.
Commenting on the devel-
opment, Bengal BJP presi-
dent Samik Bhattacharya
said: “We have been saying
this for a long time that elec-
tions in Bengal have been
reduced to a scam master-
minded by the Trinamool
Congress and aided by pli-
ant Government officials.
I would advise all Govern-
ment officers to learn from
this and not go against the
Constitutional values.”

NDA hails Mods’s leadership in Parliamentary meet

CONTINUED FROM P1

a fitting reply to terrorist
attacks on its own terms,
nuclear blackmail will not
be tolerated and India will
act precisely against terror
sanctuaries sheltered under
nuclear threats.

Thirdly, the resolution
said that no distinction will
be made between terrorist
masterminds and govern-
ments that sponsor them.

The operation was also

described as symbolically
significant. The resolution
emphasized the cultural
and emotional weight of
the name Operation Sindoor,
referencing the vermilion
worn by married women,
and noted that the attack
had “removed the Sindoor
from our women,” which
was then avenged by India’s
armed forces.

The NDA also credited
the Modi government’s on-
going military and strategic

Uttarkashi tragedy

CONTINUED FROM P1

assistance. “Under the su-
pervision of the state gov-
ernment, relief and rescue
teams are engaged in every
possible effort,” he posted
on X.

Adding to the chaos, a
second cloudburst was
reported in the Sukhi Top
area of Uttarakhand lat-
er in the day. Details are
awaited.

Congress President Mal-
likarjun Kharge and party
leader Rahul Gandhi also

expressed condolences and
urged both state and central
governments to intensify
relief efforts. Gandhi ap-
pealed to Congress workers
to assist local authorities
in extending support to af-
fected families. CM Dhami
said the reports of “heavy
damage” were extremely
distressing and that all con-
cerned agencies were on
the ground. “I am in con-
stant contact with senior
officials, and the situation
is being closely monitored,”
he said.

reforms for the success of the
operation. These included
indigenisation, jointness
in defence commands, and
technological upgrades
such as drone capabilities.
The resolution praised the
Prime Minister for giving
the armed forces a “free
hand” and for supporting
the concept of operational
freedom at a time and place
of India’s choosing.

In a post-operation dip-
lomatic push, the govern-

ment sent 59 Members of
Parliament, including those
from the Opposition, to 32
countries to present India’s
perspective on the Pahalgam
attack and the broader issue
of state-sponsored terrorism.
The NDA described this as

“one of the most comprehen-
sive global outreach efforts
ever launched by India,”
underlining Modi’s com-
mitment to bipartisan diplo-
macy in matters of national
interest.

It mentions that post Oper-
ation Sindoor, international
support for India’s position
has since grown.

The United States desig-
nated TRF as a Foreign Ter-
rorist Organisation (FTO)
and Specially Designated
Global Terrorist (SDGT). A
joint declaration by BRICS
also condemned the Pahal-
gam killings and reiterated
its stand for “zero tolerance
for terrorism” while reject-
ing “double standards.”

Why Kharge, Nadda clashed in RS

CONTINUED FROM P1

know how to run the House.
I've been in opposition for
more than 40 years—I have
more experience than them.
They should take tuition
from me on how to protest.
This is not protest; it’s chaos.
Inademocracy, if you swing
a stick and it hits my nose,
your democracy ends right
there.” He accused the oppo-
sition of repeatedly lowering
the dignity of Parliament de-
spite having spent 10 years
in opposition.

Deputy Chairman Har-

J&K statehood: SC hearing set

CONTINUED FROM P1

11, 2023, no steps have been
taken to restore statehood,”
the plea states. It argues that
the delay is causing serious
harm to the rights of the re-
gion’s residents and under-
mines the federal structure
of the Constitution.

The petition further warns
that failure to restore state-
hood promptly would cause
“grave harm” to the federal
fabric of the country.

Referring to the recent
peaceful conduct of assem-
bly elections in the region,
the plea contends that the
formation of a Legislative As-
sembly without first restor-
ing statehood would violate
the principles of federalism,

which form part of the Con-
stitution’s basic structure. It
adds that, with no evident
security concerns, there is
no impediment to issuing
a time-bound direction for
the restoration of statehood.

“The delay in restoration
of statehood would result
in aserious erosion of demo-
cratic governance in Jammu
and Kashmir and would
constitute a grave violation
of federal principles,” the
application argues.

The petition also states
that converting Jammu and
Kashmir into two Union Ter-
ritories has left the region
with a diminished form of
democratic governance.
With assembly election
results due soon, the ap-

plicants urge that full state-
hood be granted in time for
the formation of the new
government.

“If statehood is not restored
in a time-bound manner, it
will cause grave prejudice
to the citizens of Jammu and
Kashmiir, violate their funda-
mental rights, and severely
affect both the democratic
structure and territorial
integrity of the region,” the
plea adds.

It emphasizes that Jammu
and Kashmir has historically
shared a federal relationship
with the Union of India,
and restoring statehood is
essential for preserving its
autonomy and enabling its
meaningful contribution to
national development.

ivansh intervened and
clarified that only Parlia-
ment Security Service (PSS)
personnel had entered the
House, not CISF.

“No CISF personnel en-
tered the House. They are
deployed only for the secu-
rity of the Parliament com-
plex,” he said.

Union Minister Kiren Ri-
jiju also hit out at Kharge,
accusing him of spreading
falsehoods and demanding
action for “misleading the
Chair.” The opposition, how-
ever, remained unconvinced,
and the ruckus led to the ad-

journment of proceedings.

This controversy followed
changes in Parliament’s se-
curity setup. After a major
security breach in Decem-
ber 2023, the CISF took over
responsibility for the Par-
liament complex from May
2024, replacing the CRPF
and Delhi Police.

Tuesday’s clash under-
scored the deepening rift
between the treasury and
opposition benches. With
tensions running high,
the smooth conduct of the
Monsoon Session remains
uncertain.

Six aircraft engine shutdowns

CONTINUED FROM P1
needs urgent help.

“During 2025, from Janu-
ary to July (till date), a total
of 06 incidents of engine
shutdown and a total of 03
incidents of May Day calls
have been reported,” Mo-
hol said in a written reply
on Monday. In a separate

written reply, the minister
said the Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau’s pre-
liminary report, published
on the basis of available fac-
tual information on July 12,
does not contain any con-
clusion about the Air India
plane crash and that the
probe is still in progress.

Rs 67000-cr worth projects

CONTINUED FROM P1

approval was given for
procurement of mountain
radars and upgradation of
Saksham/Spyder weapon
system.

The procurement of
mountain radars will en-
hance the air surveillance

capability along and across
the borders in the moun-
tainous region.

The upgradation of Saksh-
am/Spyder system for in-
tegration with Integrated
air command and control
system will enhance the air
defence capability, the min-
istry said.
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DECARBONISING THE SHIPPING INDUSTRY IN INDIA

OPINION

TUHIN ASINHA AND
DR KAVIRAJ SINGH

s the world grap-
ples with the twin
imperatives of eco-

nomic development and en-
vironmental sustainability,
the shipping industry finds
itself at a critical juncture.
Globally, maritime trans-
port accounts for nearly 3%
of greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions, according to the
Review of Maritime Trans-
port 2023 by UNCTAD.
Without significant inter-
vention, these emissions are
projected to increase by up
t0130% by 2050 compared
to 2008 levels, fuelled by
rising trade volumes and
energy-intensive shipping
practices. India, with its
7,517 km-long coastline and
dependence on maritime
trade for nearly 95% of its

trading volume and 70% by
value, therefore, must take
decisive steps to ensure the
sector aligns with its climate
commitments and develop-
mental goals.

GLOBAL

IMPERATIVES AND
INDIA’S STANDPOINT
The International Maritime
Organisation (IMO) has
undertaken the formidable
task of steering the global
shipping industry towards
decarbonisation. In July
2023, the IMO revised its
greenhouse gas strategy,
setting a net-zero target for
international shipping by
or around 2050. One of the
most consequential propos-
als emerging from this effort
is a global carbon tax - pro-

posed at $100 per tonne of
CO equivalent, to be levied
from 2027. It is expected to
generate over $10-13 billion
annually, with the funds
earmarked for climate tech-
nology transfer and support
for developing nations tran-
sitioning to green shipping
practices.

India’s stance within these
negotiations has been prag-
matic and cautious. At the
80th session of the IMO’s
Marine Environment Pro-
tection Committee (MEPC
80) held in July 2023, the
Indian delegation called
for more realistic, science-
based targets that consider
the unique challenges of
developing countries. India
proposed a more measured
target of having net-zero
carbon fuels constitute 5%
of the global marine fuel
mix by 2030. Indian rep-
resentative warned against
overly ambitious mandates,
suggesting that they could
result in “unsustainable
investment decisions” and
deployment of “immature
technologies”.

India has also opposed
blanket taxation measures
that could disproportion-
ately impact developing
economies. The Indian
delegation to MEPC 81 in
March 2024 reiterated the
call for a ‘Common But Dif-
ferentiated Responsibility
and Respective Capabili-
ties’ (CBDR-RC) approach
in global shipping taxation.
Such a framework, it ar-
gued, would ensure fairness
while also maintaining the

Green hydrogen, ammonia, and
electrification of port operations are
emerging as viable solutions. Pilot
projects are underway to introduce
electric catamaran water taxis in cities
such as Varanasi and Guwabati.

competitiveness of countries
like India in global trade.

DOMESTIC ACTION:
GREEN PORTS AND
CLEAN SHIPPING

On the domestic front, In-
dia has launched a suite of
ambitious initiatives aimed
at greening its maritime
sector. The Sagarmala Pro-
gramme, launched in 2015,
seeks to enhance port infra-
structure, improve logistics
efficiency, and promote
coastal shipping. By increas-

ing reliance on inland and
coastal waterways - which
are three to four times more
fuel-efficient than road
transport - the programme
aims to reduce logistics costs
and carbon emissions.
Complementing this is
the Maritime India Vi-
sion 2030, which lays out
a ten-year blueprint for
the holistic development
of Indian ports and ship-
ping infrastructure. One of
its standout features is the
‘Harit Sagar’ or Green Port

Guidelines, which encour-
age Indian ports to adopt
renewable energy, electrify
cargo handling operations,
reduce water consumption,
and shift to cleaner fuels.
According to the Ministry
of Ports, Shipping and Wa-
terways, Deendayal (Kan-
dla), Visakhapatnam, New
Mangalore, and VOC Port
(Tuticorin) have already
begun generating renew-
able energy that exceeds
their internal consumption.

Moreover, the Indian gov-
ernment has identified ten
highway corridors for ex-
clusive movement of zero-
emission trucks, further
integrating green mobility
with port logistics.

TECHNOLOGY AND
FUELS OF THE
FUTURE

India is also investing in in-
novation and clean energy

alternatives. Green hydro-
gen, ammonia, and electri-
fication of port operations
are emerging as viable solu-
tions. Pilot projects are un-
derway to introduce electric
catamaran water taxis in
cities such as Varanasi and
Guwabhati. The Inland Wa-
terways Authority of India
(IWAI) has also announced
plans for hybrid electric
Roll-on/Roll-off (Ro-Ro)
vessels powered by both
liquefied natural gas (LNG)
and batteries.

Private sector innova-
tion is also gathering pace.
Startups like Blue Energy
Motors are producing
LNG-powered long-haul
trucks that emit 30% less
CO, compared to diesel
counterparts. The company
plans to introduce electric
trucks and expand its LNG
refuelling infrastructure na-
tionwide.

These technologies, while
promising, must be scaled
efficiently and supported
by investment and policy
clarity. As highlighted by
the UNCTAD Review of
Maritime Transport 2023,
a global transition to green
fuels and infrastructure
will require around $28 bil-
lion annually through 2050.
In the Indian context, such
investments must be priori-
tised through public-private
partnerships, targeted sub-
sidies, and R&D support.

SUSTAINABILITY
AS COMPETITIVE
ADVANTAGE

Beyond environmental con-

cerns, sustainable shipping
is increasingly linked to
economic competitiveness.
India’s early commitment
to sustainable practices -
such as the green hydrogen
mission, shore-power man-
dates, and electric logistics,
positions it as a low-risk,
forward-looking partner in
global trade networks.

Indeed, as global sup-
ply chains begin to impose
sustainability-linked per-
formance standards, In-
dia’s proactive green strat-
egies may offer exporters a
critical edge. Carbon border
adjustment mechanisms
(CBAMS) proposed by the
EU and similar trade rules
elsewhere make it impera-
tive for India to act now - not
just to decarbonise, but also
to remain competitive.

CONCLUSION

India’s maritime transition
will not be easy. But with
the right mix of realism
and ambition, it can serve
as a global model for how
developing economies can
tackle shipping emissions
without compromising on
growth. Through targeted
investments in green in-
frastructure, support for
clean technologies, and a
balanced global negotiating
strategy, India is steering its
shipping industry towards a
greener horizon - one where
sustainability and economic
progress can sail together.
Tubin A Sinba, National
Spokesperson, BfP and Dr
Kaviraj Singh, CEO & Direc-
tot, Earthood

Legal accountability of Al in corporate
decision-making: Who bears the risk?

OPINION
PANKAJ CHHUTTANI

In a rapidly digitising cor-
porate India, the rise of
artificial intelligence (AI)
is not merely a technologi-
cal evolution — it is a legal
and ethical reckoning. As
companies increasingly in-
tegrate Al into boardrooms
and business processes,
a fundamental question
arises: Who is accountable
when Al fails?

Al JOINS THE
BOARDROOM
From drafting contracts
and conducting risk as-
sessments to vetting loan
applicants and flagging
regulatory breaches, Al
has assumed an influential
role in corporate decision-
making. Indian start-ups
and conglomerates alike are
adopting Al-powered tools
to enhance compliance ef-
ficiency, reduce costs, and
mitigate human error.
However, these intelligent
systems are not infallible.
They function based on
algorithms trained on his-
torical data, which may be
biased, outdated, or incom-

plete. This creates a poten-
tial minefield of legal and
regulatory challenges when
decisions made — or heavily
influenced — by Al lead to
financial loss, reputational
damage, or regulatory non-
compliance.

THE LEGAL VACUUM
Indian corporate law, par-
ticularly the Companies Act,
2013, has not yet evolved to
directly address AT’s role in
governance. The law contin-
ues to assign fiduciary du-
ties — such as duties of care,
diligence, and good faith —
to human directors and of-
ficers. These obligations are
non-delegable, meaning
that a board cannot escape
liability by blaming faulty
Altools.

In this context, Al re-
mains a tool — not a legal
person, and therefore can-
not be held independently
accountable under Indian
law. This leaves companies
and their decision-makers
fully exposed when things
go wrong.

For instance, if an AI-
based financial tool fails to
flag a key compliance re-
quirement, leading to SEBI
penalties, the directors can-
not cite algorithmic over-
sight as a defence. The Min-
istry of Corporate Affairs
(MCA) and regulators like
SEBI have maintained that
technological tools must be
used prudently, not blindly.

THE BOARD’S

RESPONSIBILITY

This legal position places an
enhanced burden on boards
and compliance officers.
They must now understand
not only the business impli-
cations of Al tools but also
the logic, limits, and biases
inherent in such systems.
“Directors are increasingly
expected to exercise over-
sight over the design and
deployment of Al systems,”
says Saurabh Bhatnagar,
a Delhi-based corporate
lawyer. “They must be able
to question the rationale be-
hind Al-generated outputs,
particularly when it informs
aregulatory or financial ac-

tion.”

This shift means that due
diligence now includes algo-
rithmic transparency — en-
suring that the Al tools used
are auditable, explainable,
and aligned with existing
compliance protocols.

DATA PROTECTION
AND EMERGING

RISKS

The introduction of the
Digital Personal Data Pro-
tection Act, 2023 has added
another layer to this legal
puzzle. Companies using
Al systems that process per-
sonal data must ensure they

do so lawfully, with consent
and accountability.

A breach caused by an au-
tonomous Al-driven system
may still attract penalties
under the DPDP Act, with
corporate entities deemed
the “data fiduciaries” — and
therefore liable.

As Al becomes more em-
bedded in hiring, procure-
ment, and investment deci-
sions, the risk of algorithmic
discrimination isalsoalegal
minefield. Discriminatory
outcomes in recruitment or
customer profiling, even if
unintentional, could invoke
regulatory scrutiny and
reputational backlash.

THE WAY FORWARD:
REGULATORY
REFORM AND Al
GOVERNANCE
India needs a more robust
legal framework to regulate
the use of Al in corporate
operations. Industry ex-
perts are calling for sector-
specific guidelines from
SEBI, RBI, and MCA that
clarify the standards of care
expected when using Al
tools.

Suggestions include:

® Mandating Al risk au-
dits;

® Requiring companies to

disclose Al usage in material
decisions;

® Establishing a frame-
work for algorithmic ac-
countability and redressal.

Until such reforms take
shape, companies must treat
Al as a high-risk strategic
asset — not a black-box or-
acle. Human accountability
must remain central, even
in a tech-driven corporate
ecosystem.

CONCLUSION

Al may promise speed, ef-
ficiency, and objectivity,
but it does not dilute legal
responsibility. In the Indian
corporate landscape, the

burden of oversight still lies
squarely on the shoulders of
directors and officers. The
law, as it stands, views Al as
an assistant — not an escape
clause.

As Indian boardrooms
become smarter, they must
also become legally sharper.
The future of Al in corpo-
rate governance depends
not only on innovation but
on a clear-eyed recognition
of who bears the risk when
machines decide.

Pankaj Chhuttani, Assistant
Professor, School of Law, GD
Goenka University, Gurugram

Mandates of independence;
Mandates of international law

OPINION

DR. RADHIKA JAGTAP

The current US admin-
istration has been very
prompt and in absolutely
no second thoughts, when-
ever it has come to impos-
ing sanctions on individual
officials working under in-
ternational legal mandates,
who according to it may
have expressed antisemi-
tism in their work- be it the
few months ago travel ban
on the members of the Of-
fice of Prosecutor at the In-
ternational Criminal Court
for issuing arrest warrant
against Benjamin Netan-
yahu or the very recent
sanctions on the United Na-
tions Special Rapporteur
on the Occupied Palestin-
ian Territories Francesca
Albanese for coming out
with a report titled “From
an Economy of Occupa-
tion to an Economy of
Genocide.” This report has
drawn larger global atten-
tion as very unapologeti-
cally it builds a nexus be-
tween the ongoing warfare
in Gaza and the benefiting
multinational business cor-
porations, listing around
48 of them. In the preced-
ing report of March 2024,
Albanese became the first
few voices who unequivo-
cally used the terminology
of “genocide” for Israel’s ac-
tions in Gaza, following the
December 2023 initiation
of proceedings at the Inter-
national Court of Justice by
South African Government
against Israel under the
Convention on the Prevention
and Punishment of the Crime

of Genocide of 1948. There
have been several attempts
to discredit Albanese’s
work, and it has been called
out as antisemitic. Mean-
while, Michael Fakhri, the
U.N. special rapporteur on
the right to food, has com-
mented that Israel’s 78-day-
long extreme blockade of
Gaza constitutes “the fast-
est starvation campaign
we’ve seen in modern histo-
ry.” Fakhri also mentioned
that the mass suffering has
been both “preventable”
and “predictable”.

The special rapporteurs
and prosecution members
of the ICC Chambers- they
may come from various
nationalities, but they do
not represent any of them
while holding their respec-
tive offices. Their offices
are supposed to uphold in-
ternational law in specific
areas, and in case of the
ICC, based on the statu-
tory objectives as laid out
in the Rome statute. The
Rome statute provides for
prosecution of interna-
tional crimes, which are
fundamental violations of
international human rights
and customary interna-
tional law, also known as
Jjus cogens; while the special
rapporteurs on various
mandates work towards
the advancement of inter-
national human rights, as
for the “special procedure”
mechanisms under the
United Nations Human
Rights Council. The inde-
pendent expert holders

of these mandates are in
many ways defenders of
the rights framework in
the otherwise very stat-
ist and formalist structure
of international law. Their
independence, freedom
of expression and an un-
coercive and non-hostile
reception of their work is
very crucial for aspects like
fact-finding and investiga-
tions on international legal
issues like the world is fac-
ing currently. Without fix-
ating much on the strong
and straightforward lan-
guages that they may use
in their reports, statements
and investigative find-
ings, the world community
must listen to what these
mandate holders have to
say. Some of these indepen-
dent expertise works have
contributed immensely to
the cognitive and progres-
sive development of inter-
national jurisprudence,
for instance, in the case of
former special rapporteur
James Anaya’s work to-
wards the expanding the
understanding of the pres-
ent day UN Declaration on
the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples, adopted in 2007.
Many such other contri-
butions have been of jur-
isprudential significance
for historically struggling
and marginalised voices in
international law, as states
as the ultimate lawmakers
are seldom acknowledging
of their human conditions.
A state like the USA trying
to sanction these individu-
als echoes of an intentional
dilution of the international
rule-based order and trivi-
alizes institutional protec-
tion of international rights’
framework.

Dr. Radbika Fagtap is a pro-
fessor of law at a private uni-
versity and teach Internation-
al Law, Humanitarian Law
amongst other courses.
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Bullying tactics
India cannot allow the US. or the EU to

decide its choice of trade partners

fter months of considerable forbearance,

the statement by the Ministry of External

Affairs (MEA), on Monday, pushing back
against the U.S. and the European Union (EU) for
“targeting” India is significant. The statement
came two hours after Mr. Trump had announced
penalty tariffs against India, “substantially”
above the current 25% rate set to go into place
this week, for importing, processing and selling
Russian oil. A day earlier, a senior Trump aide
had accused India of “financing” Russia’s war in
Ukraine. And on July 18, the EU had announced
sanctions on India’s Vadinar refinery (partially
Russian owned), and secondary sanctions that
will affect Indian refiners. The MEA spokesper-
son said that the measures were “unjustified and
unreasonable” as the U.S. and the EU continue to
trade with Russia for goods including LNG, criti-
cal minerals and nuclear fuel requirements. The
statement also said that it was the U.S. that had
encouraged India to keep buying Russian oil to
stabilise global markets, something the Biden ad-
ministration had confirmed. The government
said that in comparison to the western countries,
India’s Russian oil purchases are a “vital national
compulsion” as a result of the conflict in Ukraine,
adding that India would “... safeguard its national
interests and economic security”. The MEA’s
statement is the first such clear response on the
issue since the Ukraine conflict. Taken with Un-
ion Minister Piyush Goyal’s statement last week
on the U.S. announcement of 25% reciprocal ta-
riffs on India from August 7, Monday’s statement
indicates New Delhi’s growing frustration with
the U.S.s increasingly offensive positions against
India, including on immigration, trade negotia-
tions, Operation Sindoor and Pakistan, and In-
dia’s BRICS membership. It is unclear how and to
what extent the government is prepared to stand
up to the bullying tactics of Mr. Trump. Mr.
Trump said on Tuesday that India has not been a
“good trading partner” — a possible reference to
trade talks and the failure of a mini-deal, ostensi-
bly over India’s resistance on agricultural market
access, dairy products and GM foods.

While it is hoped that New Delhi will continue
to engage Washington and Brussels to conclude
their respective trade talks, the MEA statement is
meant to make a larger point. Neither the U.S.
nor the EU can decide which country India will
partner or trade with. That message is being un-
derlined in visits by Security Adviser Ajit Doval
and External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar to
Moscow, to prepare for the Russian President’s
visit to India later this year. India’s sovereignty is
non-negotiable and its foreign policy choices can-
not be manipulated by other countries, no mat-
ter how significant their own ties with India are.

Dangerous turn

Trump must stay the course on
diplomacy to end the Ukraine war

P resident Donald Trump’s announcement

that he has ordered “two nuclear subma-
rines to be positioned in appropriate re-
gions”, in response to the “provocative state-
ments” by former Russian President Dmitry
Medvedev, marks a dangerous turn in the U.S.-
Russia relationship which the Republican leader
had pledged to repair in the run-up to his election
late last year. Mr. Medvedev, now the Deputy
Chairman of Russia’s Security Council, had said
that Mr. Trump’s threats of imposing tariffs on
Russia were “a step towards war”. Mr. Trump did
not specify whether he has moved submarines
capable of launching intercontinental ballistic
missiles with nuclear warheads, or nuclear-po-
wered boats equipped with conventional wea-
pons. In recent weeks, Mr. Trump has expressed
growing frustration with his Russian counterpart
Vladimir Putin over the Ukraine war. Initially, he
gave Mr. Putin a 50-day deadline to end the war
or face American tariffs. On July 29, this was shor-
tened to 10 to 12 days. Mr. Trump has also threa-
tened secondary “penalty” tariffs on countries
that trade with Russia such as India and China.
Mr. Trump’s frustration is understandable. He
pressured Ukraine into accepting a ceasefire pro-
posal. His Defence Secretary publicly stated that
Ukraine would not be taken into NATO. Yet, the
most that he managed to extract from Mr. Putin
was a limited truce in the Black Sea and a tempor-
ary pause in attacks on Ukrainian infrastructure.
At the heart of the impasse are the divergent
views in western capitals and Moscow on how to
end the war. While western leaders insist on an
immediate ceasefire, Moscow believes that this
should be part of a comprehensive peace agree-
ment addressing its core security concerns, in-
cluding NATO’s eastward expansion. Russia also
finds little incentive to de-escalate at a time when
its troops have strategic momentum. Ukraine has
carried out deadly drone attacks on several Rus-
sian cities, but on the battlefield, is struggling to
hold the line. Besides, Mr. Trump’s decision to
bomb Iran on behalf of Israel, at a time when Teh-
ran was technically in talks with the U.S., appears
to have hardened Russia’s position. Nevertheless,
diplomatic setbacks are not an excuse for nuclear
sabre-rattling. The last thing the world wants to-
day is a direct conflict between the U.S. and Rus-
sia. Instead of escalating the crisis, Mr. Trump
must reflect on why America’s current approach
— combining sanctions against Russia with mili-
tary support for Ukraine — has failed to deter Mr.
Putin. His initial turn towards diplomacy was a
step in the right direction. He must stay the
course and narrow the gap between the western
and Russian positions on ending the war.

CM
K

India’s presence amid a broken template of geopolitics

t is time for India to punch its weight and

enhance its global presence at a time when

global geopolitics is being reset. But, as of

now, it is not moving India’s way.

Operation Sindoor was a reality check when

many of India’s strategic partners were not
willing to call out Pakistan for harbouring United
Nations-sanctioned terrorist groups and
terrorists. It is now known that three of the
perpetrators of the Pahalgam attack (April 22,
2025), who were eliminated recently, were
Pakistanis belonging to the Lashkar-e-Taiba.
While India’s retaliation against terror camps in
Pakistan was decisive, it struggled to get this
narrative out in the face of United States
President Donald Trump repeatedly claiming that
it was he who had brought about a ceasefire using
trade as a weapon — a claim contradicted by the
Government in the recent parliamentary debate.
In an unkind twist, Pakistan’s Field Marshal Asim
Munir was invited to lunch with Mr. Trump after
Operation Sindoor. However, the U.S. designated
The Resistance Front (TRF), which claimed
responsibility for the Pahalgam attack, as a
Foreign Terrorist Organization (FTO) and
Specially Designated Global Terrorist (SDGT). And
in a welcome recognition, the report by the UN
Security Council’s Monitoring Team also named
the TRF for the Pahalgam attack.

A path with Trump-created hurdles

But all is not well. On a historic day when the
NISAR satellite (India-U.S. collaboration) was
launched, Mr. Trump hit India with a 25% tariff.
However, he made a purely trade issue, which
could have been resolved in negotiations, into a
geopolitical issue, threatening India by
“substantially” raising tariffs for its importing
Russian oil when Ukrainians are being killed by
the “Russian War Machine.” India was being
trumped especially when Mr. Trump himself is a
strong votary of U.S.-Russian rapprochement.
While one can dismiss this as typical Trump-style
last minute pressure, he has already called on
U.S. companies not to invest in India but only in
the U.S., and hire only Americans.

This comes on the heels of the U.S’s lopsided
security and trade deals with its Indo-Pacific allies
and the European Union (EU). American tech
giant Nvidia has been permitted by the U.S. to
resume sales of its H20 Al chips to China, stopped
earlier due to national security concerns. More
time has been given to China to get the deal done.
After getting bogged down in Ukraine and West
Asia, the U.S. has less focus on East Asia.
Consequently, if a broader geopolitical
understanding between the U.S. and China on
East Asia was to come about, it would constrict
the space for India. East Asian countries are
already hedging their bets.

The U.S’s posturing on South Asia has not
helped either. Growing U.S.-Pakistan relations
have again become an irritant. Even if this is a
reset in bilateral relations, the U.S. has displayed

T.S. Tirumurti
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To get its
economic and
technological
trajectory right,
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get its
geopolitics right

astonishing insensitivity to India’s security
concerns by praising Pakistan for
counter-terrorism efforts, and regional stability.
In Bangladesh, the U.S. had gone against Indian
interests in supporting the ouster of Sheikh
Hasina. In Myanmar, U.S. and European support
for forces opposing the military government is
destabilising India’s north-east. After Galwan and
Pahalgam, India’s hope for better understanding
and coordination with the U.S. on regional
security interests has been belied. Mutual trust is
being rapidly eroded.

Acting in concert with the U.S., the EU is
targeting India’s import-led energy security at a
time when India is negotiating an India-EU
Broad-based Trade and Investment Agreement.
The EU has sanctioned India’s Vadinar Refinery,
where Russian Rosneft has a large stake, knowing
full well that stopping Russian oil into India will
lead to huge pressure on oil prices. On the other
hand, Hungary, Slovakia, Belgium, Spain and
others are importing Russian oil, through
pipelines and as LNG, by securing exemptions or
under existing contracts. Europe receives 51% of
Russian LNG exports. The EU’s carbon border tax
and digital and other trade barriers on India
remain. India hopes that the recently concluded
India-U.K. Comprehensive Economic and Trade
Agreement (CETA) will force the EU to climb
down from its asks in its trade negotiations.

China’s moves

All this has given China an opportunity to, once
again, become active in India’s neighbourhood.
China has proposed new groupings and new
deals to keep India out. For example, China’s
meeting with Pakistan and Bangladesh in
Kunming on June 19, 2025 proposed formalising a
trilateral initiative, but Bangladesh has not
agreed. China is also helping Bangladesh revive a
Second World War airbase at Lalmonirhat which
is close to the Siliguri Corridor. China’s support to
Pakistan during Operation Sindoor was extensive.
China has also standardised Mandarin names for
locations within Arunachal Pradesh. And it wants
to seize the future of the institution of the Dalai
Lama from India. Riding on a huge trade surplus
with India, China is squeezing India’s crucial
supply chains such as rare earths, fertilizers,
Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients, tunnel boring
machines and technical personnel. More
worrying is the planned construction of China’s
largest dam in Tibet on the Yarlung Zangbo
(Tibetan name for the Brahmaputra), which is
near the Indian border. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s recent visit to the Maldives has been
timely given China’s influence.

To counterbalance an unpredictable, and even
unreliable, U.S., an unresponsive EU and an
aggressive China, India is carrying out a tightrope
act. It has prioritised accelerating the current
thaw in relations with China to reset equations
after the Galwan conflict — despite there being no
move towards de-escalation on the border after

the initial disengagement in October 2024.

Further, India should seriously rethink its
stand to remain on the margins of global
conflicts. India has been largely silent, if not
openly pro-Israel, on the ongoing Israel-Gaza war
— an unfolding multidimensional human tragedy.
India was also largely silent on the recent
Israel-Iran conflict and American bombings,
despite important relations with both warring
parties and huge stakes in the Gulf. Though it
rightly abstained on the UN votes on the Ukraine
conflict, its overall approach of not taking a
proactive stand on world conflicts may hurt its
larger interests and diminish its geopolitical clout
as long as it remains on the sidelines. Operation
Sindoor has shown India that if it seeks a greater
engagement of its partners with its conflicts and
issues, India needs to engage more with their
conflicts and issues.

Some argue that India should keep its head
down and focus on becoming the third largest
economy and that a larger geopolitical role may
hurt its economic growth. The contrary is true. In
a fragmenting world order, geopolitics, coercion
and threats and protectionism are determining
economic and technological outcomes — not
most favoured nation or free trade or multilateral
World Trade Organization-led trade norms.
Therefore, to get its economic and technological
trajectory right, India needs to get its geopolitics
right.

The road ahead

Realising that the geopolitical space is shrinking,
India is finally breaking free and has objected to
the “targeting”. It has called out the double-speak
of the U.S. and the EU under the guise of
safeguarding their economic interests — the EU
for larger trade in goods and services with Russia
than India in 2024, and the U.S. for importing
Russian uranium, palladium, fertilizers and
chemicals. India’s call for a ceasefire in Gaza (it
abstained on a similar UN General Assembly
resolution two months ago), is a realisation that it
needs to be assertive in global conflicts to
preserve its strategic autonomy. Facing an
erosion of trust with the U.S. and a U.S.-China
deal, India needs to clinch an India-U.S. trade
deal soon to prevent a further deterioration of
relations and to persuade Mr. Trump to travel to
India for the Quad summit
(India-U.S.-Japan-Australia).

After Mr. Trump’s outburst, it is a moot point
whether India will revive the RIC
(Russia-India-China). However, greater
engagement with BRICS (2026 summit in India),
the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation and with
East Asia (having missed the Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership bus), will
only reinforce India’s policy of multi-alignment
and push back those who constrain it. No more
can India just put our head down, mind its own
economic business and expect to grow. That
template is now broken.

The technocratic calculus of India’s

ith a billion Aadhaar enrollments,
w 1,206 schemes integrated into the

Direct Benefit Transfer system, and 36
grievance portals across States/Union Territories,
India’s welfare orientation is transitioning into a
technocratic calculus. The promise to deliver
social welfare at scale, bypassing leaky pipelines
and eliminating ghost beneficiaries, might have
led to a ‘re-casting’ that delivers ‘efficiency’ and
‘coverage’ at the cost of ‘democratic norms’ and
‘political accountability’.

An offloading

Are we witnessing the emergence of a post-rights
based welfare regime? Is the Indian digital welfare
state headed towards a systemic impasse? What is
the technocratic calculus behind all this? Recent
game-theoretic work shows that technocratic rule
thrives where parties are polarised. Evidently,
our questions have changed. We have shifted
from “who deserves support and why?” to “how
do we minimise leakage and maximise
coverage?” Our politicians across party lines have
rationally offloaded hard-choices onto
data-driven algorithms without questioning the
complexities of constitutional values.

Contextualising Habermas’s ‘technocratic
consciousness’ and Foucault’s ‘governmentality’,
India’s welfare architecture is increasingly shaped
by measurable, auditable, and depoliticised
rationality. Schemes such as E-SHRAM and PM
KISAN embody a uni-directional, innovation-led
logic that is streamlined, measurable, and
intolerant of ambiguity or error. Conversely, we
have deliberative calls for participatory planning
and local feedback embodying the long forgotten
core of democratic thinking resonating Giorgio
Agamben’s notion of homo sacer — a life stripped
of political agency.

Seemingly, welfare, in the contemporary
context, has ceased to exist as a site of democratic
deliberations. On a microscopic level, a
rights-bearing citizen has been replaced by the
auditable beneficiary. Thus, it calls for an urgent
need for the state to revisit (in a Rancierean
sense) whether it is curating who is visible, who
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can complain, and whose suffering is
computable. Despite claims of a ‘socialistic state’,
we observe a decade-low decline in India’s social
sector spending that has dwindled to 17% in
2024-25 from the 2014-24 average of 21%. Further,
there are some interesting observations beyond
plain statistics. Key social sector schemes have
borne the brunt of such decline where minorities,
labour, employment, nutrition and social security
welfare saw a significant decline from 11% (in the
pre-COVID-19 phase) to 3% (in post-COVID-19
phase).

Parallely, social commentators often comment
the Right to Information (RTI) regime to be in
‘existential crisis’ and further uncovering the
cloak on RTI exposes a critical issue within the
institution of dysfunctional information
commissions. As of June 30, 2024, the number of
pending cases crossed the four lakh tally across
29 Information Commission’s (ICs), and eight CIC
posts were vacant (annual report of CIC,
2023-24).

The Indian welfare regime must recover its
capacity for reflexivity and situated knowledge,
elements that are very peculiar to gram sabhas
and frontline bureaucratic discretions. To draw
Ranciére’s critique on democracy, we highlight
one major impending concern, that “democracy
depends on whose suffering is rendered visible
and contestable, not merely computable”. This
concern is further highlighted in Justice D.Y
Chandrachud’s Aadhaar dissent (2018), that
warned precisely against such
decontextualisation of identity which served as a
caution against reducing citizens to
disembedded, machinic data who are devoid of
care, context, or even constitutional assurance in
some cases.

Another instance of algorithmic insulation
Another worrisome trend is the Centralised
Public Grievance Redress and Monitoring
System’s flattening of the federal hierarchies into
ticket-tracking systems. Although it is a novel
initiative resolving tickets and routing complaints
across state agencies, empirical data show that

welfare state

lakhs of grievances were disposed of between
2022-24. But on a closer examination it might just
be centralising the visibility but not the
responsibility — a form of algorithmic insulation
that renders political accountability increasingly
elusive.

These observations are not to dismiss the value
of such initiatives. Rather, they invite a deeper
conversation on how welfare governance can
evolve for a more resilient and responsive state.
The government should now think along the lines
of ‘democratic antifragility’ so that our systems
built on perfect data and flawless infrastructure
do not fail catastrophically under stress (consider
Taleb’s ‘hyper-integrated systems’).

We need to empower States to design
context-sensitive regimes where federalism and
welfare push for pluralism as a feature.
Institutionalising community-driven impact
audits (as reiterated by the UN Special
Rapporteur on Extreme Poverty), by looping in
the Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan and Gram
Panchayat Development Plans should be the core
target. All States must be made capable to build
platform cooperatives where self-help groups act
as intermediaries; functionally, lessons can be
learnt from Kerala’s Kudumbashree. Civil society
must be incentivised to invest in grass-roots
political education and legal aid clinics in order to
strengthen the community accountability
mechanisms. Lastly, it is time we strengthen and
codify our offline fall-back mechanisms, human
feedback safeguards, and statutory bias audits by
embedding the “right to explanation and appeal”
— as proposed by the UN Human Rights for digital
governance systems.

Focus on the citizen

We, as citizens of India, must realise that a
welfare state stripped of democratic deliberations
is a machine that works efficiently for everyone
except those it is meant to help. For a Viksit
Bharat we will have to reorient digitisation with
democratic and anti-fragile principles so that
citizens become partners in governance, and not
mere entries in a ledger.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

A tariff deluge

It is disturbing to read
about the tensions between
the United States and India
on the issue of Russian oil
and trade. The U.S. should
understand one point —
America’s enemy is not

should offset the

India’s enemy. Despite this,
if the U.S. still forces India
to forego the use of Russian
oil, India can oblige. But in
reciprocation, the U.S.

discounted amount that
Russia gives to India for its

oil. This is not the first time
that the U.S. is arm-twisting
India. A few years ago, India
was nagged the same way
to drop the use of Iran’s oil
in total. For an
energy-guzzling country
such as India, with a

population of 1.4 billion
people, its interests should
be the centre when
adopting policies. India
must balance its interests,
financially and politically.
R. Bharathi Ravi Varma,
Palani, Tamil Nadu

In Parliament

Parliament must see
discussion, dissent, debate
and fully informed decision,
but what we see now is the
negation of what it is meant
for. The government of the
day has the prime

responsibility to be
accommodative and not let
things deteriorate.

Ayyasseri Raveendranath,
Aranmula, Kerala
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