




The computer science principle ‘garbage
in, garbage out’ – gigo – also applies to
the ongoing debate on inequality in 
India. To decide whether India is
among the world’s most equal societies
or the most unequal, the focus is on 
income and consumption. While eco-
nomist Thomas Piketty counts India
among the most unequal economies in

terms of  income distribution, World Bank calculations
– the source of  recent newspaper punditry – place India
as the fourth most, and by some interpretations the top
most, equal society in consumption.

Critics see serious problems in the data that Piketty
has used. They also see serious problems in India’s 
consumption survey data that World Bank has used.
The Bank’s tables on Gini coefficients are based on 
consumption for some countries and income for others,
which is another source of  criticism and confusion.
Critics on both sides claim the other side has a gigo 
problem, and the debate continues. 

This obsession with income and consumption 
inequality misses a crucial factor: Opportunity. Why is
opportunity crucial? Because that’s what people care
about. Inequality of  outcomes – income or consumption –
is the pet subject of  economists, journalists and politi-
cians. But they would be surprised to learn that people
do not care much about inequality of  income and 
consumption. Indeed, they constantly express their
preference for opportunity, and disdain for equality, by
moving out of  places that are havens of  equality to places
that have high levels of  inequality and provide greater
opportunity. This is true not just in India, but globally.

Bihar and Assam are the most equal states in India

as per the Gini coefficient, a measure economists often
use to measure inequality. Yet, every year Biharis and
Assamese move to states with much higher opportunity
and inequality – Haryana, Kerala, Maharashtra, the
states with the highest Gini coefficients, meaning high
inequality. There is little mobility in reverse from 
states with high levels of  inequality to Bihar and 
Assam. Indeed, people from Kerala migrate to work in
West Asia, one of  the most unequal regions
in the world, in hordes. Keralites also 
migrate to other parts of  India – for 
opportunity, not equality. 

People in Bihar and Assam do not
blame the rich of  Mumbai for their
economic plight, in fact, they would
all like to work for the Ambanis,
Adanis and Tatas to improve their
lot. They return to tell stories of
opportunities, and not inequalities,
that their new abodes offer.

Across India, Gini coefficients
are much higher in urban areas than
rural areas – indicating higher urban
inequality. Yet, people move from rural
areas to urban areas – to big cities like
Mumbai, Delhi, Chennai – for opportunity. This
is true globally. Rural societies are more equal and offer
fewer opportunities for growth while urbanisation is a
sign of  growth and progress. 

Data on international migration also shows disdain
for income (or consumption) equality, and migration to
places with high opportunity. US is one of  the most un-
equal societies in terms of  income distribution in the rich
world. Yet, it attracts 20% of  all international migrants
annually – because it offers enormous opportunities. No
one wants to go to communist countries that pride them-

selves on income and consumption equality, choking 
opportunity. The same is true of  regional inequality, 
globally. South Africa has the highest Gini coefficient of
income in the world – indicating that it has the most un-
equal distribution of  income. It is also the country that 
receives most immigrants from other African countries.

We pay a lot of  attention to inequalities of  outcomes –
such as income and wealth; but inequalities of  human

capital and health are far more consequential.
The cruel reality is that all men, or women,

are not created equal. Some are tall, some
short; some inherit genes that make

them sturdy and healthy and others
genes that cause poor health. Some
have excellent memories and some
are forgetful. Some are creative,
some excel in repetitive work, and
some in neither.

Inequalities at birth generally
grow with age – so individuals

with good health do well at school;
get admission to good colleges, get

degrees from institutions that become
certificates of  their abilities and skills

and can fetch jobs with high incomes and
opportunities for growth. 

One of  the goals of  the modern state is to provide qua-
lity education and skills to all so that they can reach their
optimum potential. It won’t bring equality of  income 
or consumption, but will improve the potential of  all 
citizens to excel. If  you have human capital – education,
skills and good health – you have a better chance of  being
wise and becoming wealthy. The road to a viksit nation
has to be paved with equality of  opportunity for all; the
debate on equality of  outcomes is simply a distraction.

The writer teaches at Columbia University, US

Why People Leave Equal Bihar For Unequal Mumbai

Neeraj Kaushal

Starting poor in life is alright if there’s equality of opportunity and a chance to strike it rich

Professor of
Social Policy

– WILLIAM F BUCKLEY JR

I won’t insult your intelligence by suggesting 
that you really believe what you just said

CONTRAPUNTO

The Romantic poets were a 
sensitive group of  geniuses who
broke from the classical tradition

between 1780 and 1850. Their poetic
expositions are widely read and resear-
ched by students in literature schools
and universities around the world.

The illustrious English Romantic
poets in the mainstream were William
Blake, William Wordsworth, Samuel
Taylor Coleridge, George Gordon 
Byron, Percy Bysshe Shelley, and John
Keats. A chronological comparison
between early Romantics, such as 
Blake, Wordsworth, and Coleridge, 
and later Romantics, including Byron,
Shelley, and Keats, offers insight into
themes such as elements of  nature, love,

beauty, emotion, and rebellion. 
Romantic poets in the bygone era

were literary harbingers; nevertheless,
in reality, they were prophets of  romance,
love, and beauty, underlying a
collective theme of  rebelling
against the relegation of
emotion to reason, denying
the bounty of  nature to
generate the flow of  exten-
sive industrialisation, and
disbelief  in the eternity of
man’s soul. Their poetic
lineage was perpetuated
through pilgrimages and spiritual
journeys to immortalise the 
philosophy of  love, beauty and 
elements of  romanticism. 

It was romance in tryst with the
imagination of  divine forces. Samuel

under the misery of  melancholia and
condescension with the truth of  beauty
nurtured by nature, John Keats in the
Ode on a Grecian Urn, declared: “Beauty
is truth, truth beauty – that is all/Ye
know on earth, and all ye need to know.”
Nature was his only trusted companion. 

Romanticism endures in the hearts of
those who cherish love, beauty, and
nature. It is an experience that revitalises
the soul, much like rain breathing life
into a parched landscape. The spirit of
Romanticism naturally gravitates 
toward the timeless presence of  emotion,
aesthetic wonder, and the natural world.
Echoing the sentiment in Keats’ Ode on a
Grecian Urn, some still hold to the idea
that ‘Beauty is truth, truth beauty’ – a
reflection of  the enduring Romantic
quest for meaning through beauty.

Taylor Coleridge’s The Rime of  the 
Ancient Mariner emphasises the incul-
cation of  moral values by absolving the
speaker from a sense of  guilt, leading to

redemption and a meaningful life,
and the sacredness behind our

living standards. As known for
his mystical insights, Coleridge
intercedes: “He prayeth best,
who loveth best/All things
both great and small.”

Though John Keats 
suffered bouts of  hypo-
chondria – love sickness, he

was undeniably a sensuous poet who 
expressed his angelic love ever flowing
for his amorous lady, Fanny Brawne. 
Her absence during his sickness seemed
unbearable, and he lamented through the
open window to nature. Living his life

Prophets Of Romanticism, Love, Beauty, And Nature
Reuben Ray

When Russia annexed Ukraine’s Crimea region in 2014, US
punished it with sanctions. US-Russia trade, which was
worth over $38bn in 2013, slipped to under $35bn in 2014,

$23bn in 2015, less than $20bn in 2016, and then started rising again
from 2017, although Crimea remained with Russia. What changed
was that Obama left White House and Trump came in. In 2021, the last
year before Putin invaded Ukraine wholesale, Russian exports to US
amounted to $29.6bn – almost the same as in 2012. This recap is impor-
tant when Trump is threatening to make an example of  India with
“substantially” higher tariffs for buying Russian oil. The same Trump
who, in Feb, said Ukraine “should have never started” the war.

Look at Europe, too. EU’s own data shows it supplied 10.3% of
Russian imports last year, and bought 7.3% of  its exports. Total 
goods trade between the “virtuous” and the sanctioned amounted to
a not insignificant $78bn – much more than the $69bn India-Russia

bilateral trade last year. And data
from the nonprofit CREA shows EU’s
spending on Russian energy last 
year – $25.3bn – was more than its 
financial assistance to Ukraine –
$21.6bn. That’s why the West’s moral
grandstanding on the Ukraine war
fails to convince. For Trump officials
to accuse India of  financing Putin’s

war, while ignoring EU’s Russia trade, and America’s own $3bn
worth of  Russian imports, is nothing but hypocrisy.

How is it kosher for US to continue buying enriched uranium
from a sanctioned Russia to meet its energy needs, while frowning
upon India’s purchase of  Russian oil to fuel its growing economy?
MEA spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal pointed out in a tweet on 
Monday that US had nudged India to buy more Russian oil at the
start of  the war “for strengthening global energy markets’ stability”.
Europe was the biggest buyer of  Russian oil and gas then, and for 
it to take a righteous stand, “traditional supplies were diverted to
Europe”. India at that time sourced less than 1% of  crude from 
Russia. By making the switch, it spared the world an inflationary
wave so soon after the pandemic. 

As things stand, India’s saving not more than $2bn a year by 
buying discounted Russian oil. It can pivot to West Asian suppliers
again, but everybody – including US – will then feel inflationary 
pain. Trump shouldn’t forget that while trying to armtwist India 
into a trade deal. 

From Russia…
Washington is no slouch when it comes to buying
from Moscow. So what wrong is New Delhi doing?

English is a very hard working language. It’s forever rolling 
up its sleeves and borrowing words from other languages, 
without so much as a by your leave, to make its own.

It’s pinched Guru, Karma, and Bungalow, to name only a
few, from Hindi. English is also forever inventing new words to
add to its repertoire. 

Recent examples include chillax, a combination of  chill and relax; doom-
scrolling, obsessively reading and looking at negative news; awesomesauce, 
something that is extremely good; and truthiness, something that sounds true
but has no evidence to back it. 

Thanks to its unceasing labour, English has possibly the largest number of
words in its lexicon compared with all other languages, with its dictionaries
variously listing between 500,000 and as many as a million words, though only

about 20,000 are in average daily use. 
The most widely spoken language in the world with an estimated

1.5bn users, English is also skilled at multitasking, making many of
its words sound the same but have several meanings. 

Such words include dog, which is an animal of
the canine species, or it could be a verb that means
to follow someone or something. 

Some words in English can also have even
three meanings, and could be called verbal triplets. A verbal triplet of  particular
relevance to contemporary India is the word ‘gag’. 

Gag can mean a joke, a witticism, a one-liner, or other expression of  humour,
spoken or written. Gag can also mean to prevent one from speaking or expres-
sing oneself  by inserting a metaphoric gag in one’s metaphoric mouth. 

And as increasingly more and more gags of  the first kind are charged with
hurting the religious, ideological, or any other sensibilities of  various sections
of  people, gags of  the second kind are more and more frequently and vigorously
employed. 

This gagging of  gags might induce gagsters, to coin a word, to feel an urge 
to perform a third kind of  gag, which means to want to vomit. And that’s no
truthiness. And certainly no awesomesauce. 

Gag x 3

Jug Suraiya

A single word scores a hat trick by having 
a trio of different meanings in the country

secondopinion

No, it wasn’t nearly as bad as 2013. But it was quite terrifying.
The visuals of  a swollen, angry river sweeping away scores
of  buildings as if  they were bathtub toys, are still playing

on repeat on TV. However frequent natural disasters may unfort-
unately be, sometimes the images set one apart. That’s the case
with yesterday’s cloudburst in Uttarkashi. It led to flash floods 
in the high altitude villages of  Dharali. This extreme weather
event occurs in a small area and is rarely predicted by weather 
monitoring systems. IMD had given an “extremely heavy” rainfall
warning for several districts in the state. But what we see in those
terrifying visuals is how a cloudburst can wreak destruction in a

mountainous region, gaining inordinate
power through valleys and steep slopes, in a
way impossible to control.

The other thing impossible to miss is how
abundantly construction was sitting in the
riverbed, as if  with no sense of  the river’s
nature and its rights of  passage. In the 
moment that one gasped and feared that 
2013 was being repeated, everything that
happened then, from which the state was
supposed to emerge chastened and reformed,

streamed in one’s mind. That June, the cloudburst sent such flash
floods down Kedarnath to Rishikesh, that thousands of  villages 
suffered and over 5,000 people went missing. There was hyper focus
on how unregulated real estate development had exponentially 
worsened the toll that the natural disaster anyway would have taken.
Nature has hardly stopped serving such warnings. The 2021 glacial
lake outburst flood that tore into Chamoli and the 2023 subsidence in 
Joshimath were two biggies, for example. 

But highrises to fancy villas keep going up in river beds. 
Builders make hay while people lose their lives and investments. 
Uttarakhand is crying for a govt that takes sustainable development
seriously. It’s never had one. 

Angry Clouds & Rivers
Natural disasters visit Uttarakhand regularly. 

It excels in worsening their toll rashly

Calvin & Hobbes
The moral to be
legitimately drawn
from the supreme
tragedy of the bomb
is that it will not 
be destroyed by

counter-bombs even as violence 
cannot be by counter-violence. 
Mankind has to get out of violence only
through nonviolence. Hatred can be
overcome only by love.

Sacredspace

MK Gandhi

THE TIMES OF INDIA
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 6, 202510 BREAK A BARRIER DRAW A LINE

By the time this went to
print, Trump hadn’t
specified by how much
he will “substantially
raise” tariffs on Indian
exports on top of  the 25%

tariffs already imposed. Whatever the hit,
with India’s $86.5bn in goods exports to
US under threat, it’s fair to ask: Is India
the only one buying oil from Russia? 

Why is US focusing on restricting oil
imports? Is its position in the Russia-
Ukraine war as clearcut as it claims?
Crucially, is Trump targeting India 
because he can’t go after China? It’s worth
exploring the facts behind the claims. 

Why target India alone? Nato, US 
itself, and China import heavily from
Russia. In 2024, EU bought $39.1bn worth
of  Russian goods, including $25.2bn in
oil & fertilisers, non-alloy steel, alumi-
num, platinum group metals, titanium,
radioactive substances, copper, nickel.
US imports were worth $3.3bn, including
platinum group metals, radioactive che-
micals,titanium, turbojets, oil cakes etc.

China was the biggest buyer of  
Russian oil – worth $62.6bn, more than
India’s $52.7bn. Yet, Trump likely singles
out India because China pushes back
hard and controls critical materials 
vital to US defence and tech. Ignoring
imports by its allies and rivals makes
US’s tariffs on India seem more political
than strategic.

Washington sanctions crude oil 
because doing so doesn’t hurt US. In
2024, it produced about 70% of  the oil it 
consumed – worth $370bn – $380bn of  total
$570bn. In contrast, India imports 85%
of  its oil needs and is more vulnerable to
supply shocks and price hikes. This 
allows US to use oil as a pressure tool,
while keeping its own economy safe.

The real reason behind US’s actions
isn’t trade but frustration with India’s
independent stance. Washington’s trade
war, initially aimed at Beijing, failed. 
Between 2017 and 2023, China’s exports
rose by over $1tn, US trade deficit grew
by $762bn. When Trump tried to raise
tariffs on China to 145% this time, China
and Japan sold $1tn in US treasury
bonds, crashing the markets, forcing
him to pull back. Unable to take on 
Beijing again, US signed one-sided deals
with EU, Japan, Vietnam among others,
but India didn’t give in.

US wants to punish Russia for the war
in Ukraine. But US played a key role in
creating the crisis. Economist Jeffrey
Sachs and others have noted that in the

early 1990s, US leaders assured Russia 
Nato wouldn’t expand eastward. Yet Nato
expanded in 1999 and 2004; US pushed for
Ukraine and Georgia to join in 2008. After
the 2014 Maidan revolution, US backing
for Ukraine’s Nato ambitions only in-
creased. The war could’ve been avoided
had Ukraine stayed neutral and mutual
security guarantees been in place.

India is American tech firms’ biggest
market and a vital source of  data, users
and talent. Companies like Google, Meta,
Amazon and Microsoft rely on India to test
products, train AI models, drive global
growth. If  India allows Chinese giants
like Tencent or Alibaba to compete freely,
it could end monopoly of  US firms.

Trump ignores that US earns far
more from India than vice versa. He
talks up the $44bn trade surplus in 

India’s favour, but leaves out the over
$80bn US makes yearly from India. Indian
students contribute over $25bn to US
economy; American tech, finance and
consulting firms earn billions through
operations in India. Add defence deals,
subscription services, and American
companies’ back-end centres – money
flows heavily in US’s favour.

On a trade deal, India can show flexi-
bility on many issues but must firmly
protect its red lines on agriculture and
dairy. It shouldn’t agree to changing its
patent laws, data rules, or procurement
policies – or accept pressure on Brics.
India must also insist on legal certainty
of  no new tariffs post deal. Or else, India
should be ready to walk away. No deal
would be better than a bad deal.

The writer is an expert on trade & tech issues

Trump Trade: No Deal Or Temp Deal?
Ajay Srivastava

Days after Trump 
announced he would
impose 25% tariffs on
Indian exports to US,
his fresh warning
about raising these 

tariffs “substantially” made it clear
that to maintain Indian exports to US
India must negotiate a costly short-
term trade deal. This would allow it to
continue engaging with Washington. 

In line with US trade deals with 
EU (15%), Japan (15%), Indonesia and
Philippines (19%), or Vietnam (20%), a
trade agreement might reduce India’s
tariff  exposure to about 10-15%. This
would maintain cost competitiveness
and provide much-needed certainty for

Indian exports to US, which were worth
around $87bn in 2024. 

Trump’s unilateral trade measures,
press-driven ultimatums, and reciprocal
tariffs do mean that trading partners, in
his various deals, bear disproportionate
obligations. Likewise, India might have
to give up more than it gains if  an agree-
ment is reached with US. 

● Despite five rounds of  talks, New
Delhi and Washington are still at odds
over US access to the Indian market,
especially in agriculture and dairy 
sectors, and over India’s oil and arms
imports from Russia. India continues to
impose sanitary regulations and high
tariffs on US produce. For instance,
skimmed milk powder still attracts 
60% tariff. Dairy products such as fresh
cheese and curd are also subject to 30%

import duties. 
In addition, India has strict restric-

tions on genetically modified soybeans
and corn, two of  the largest US agri 
products. Importing livestock products
into India necessitates an import licence.
In order to negotiate a favourable trade
agreement with US and other nations,
India will need to figure out how to relax
some of  these onerous regulations.

● The next challenge is India’s 
ongoing imports of  Russian oil and
arms, driven by national interest and
economic pragmatism. If  India doesn’t
reduce its involvement with Russia, US
has warned that secondary sanctions
and additional tariffs may be imposed.
In this context, too, it will be better for
India to have an interim deal. That will
probably mean India agreeing to buy
some US energy. 

Making a deal should be understood
as a tactical truce. Its short-term benefit
would be purchasing time – time to
shield Indian exporters, particularly
textile and pharma industries, from the
full force of  punitive tariffs. It will also
allow India to bring Washington to the
negotiation table, to discuss the addi-
tional tariffs on India if  it continues
buying Russian oil. Tariff  arbitrage is
still a legitimate benefit even if  the 
negotiated tariff  isn’t lowered to zero. 

Additionally, a US deal would 
enhance India’s chances of  negotiating
advantageous FTAs with others, includ-
ing EU.

India will have to make concessions,
though. Consider enacting a duty-free
Tariff  Rate Quota for dairy products in
place of  higher tariff  barriers. Religious
sensitivity towards US dairy products
(due to the meat feed given to livestock
there) could be solved through the right
labelling, after which a certain amount
of  goods could enter India at a zero tariff
rate. Plus, consider reducing tariffs on
the likes of  apples, oilseeds and marine
products. 

For a trading economy looking to
maintain its global integration, a deal
offers a structured negotiation path, some
predictability, and short-term relief.
Even if  it’s unfair, it will give India
breathing room to safeguard its export
interests, and advance trade (if  not with
US, with others) in the long term. The 
alternative is an economically riskier
corner, where it has little leverage at 
a time when global trade is being 
redefined not by WTO rules but by power
politics and protectionism.

The writer is a research associate at
Takshashila Institution. Views are personal

Anisree Suresh
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Two contrasting perspectives on Trump’s threats. But both agree on his hypocrisy
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Blessed are the hearts that can bend; they shall never be broken.
Albert Camus

Christ the Redeemer Project and the law
The project atop Baga Hill, rather than standing as a symbol of faith, 
now resembles a monument to planning impropriety

When plans for a Christ the Re-
deemer statue atop Baga Hill 
�rst appeared in public dis-

course, concerned citizens raised ob-
jections not only to the symbolism but 
to the opaque and irregular means 
by which the project appeared to pro-
gress. These apprehensions have since 
been substantiated through a pattern 
of zoning inconsistencies, historical 
title infringements, and questionable 
assertions of authority by institutional 
actors, all of which require immediate 
public scrutiny.

Forest converted 
into settlement

The Regional Plan for Goa 2021 re-
�ects a clear departure from ecological 
rationality in the case of Baga Hill. Land 
which had historically been mapped as 
private forest based on forest depart-
ment surveys and ecological parame-
ters was later reclassi�ed as settlement 
zones, marked in yellow on RP 2021. 
This transition from a conservation-ori-
ented classi�cation to one that permits 
construction and development cannot 
be justi�ed by any scienti�c review or 
participatory planning process placed 
on public record.

As per the Supreme Court’s continu-
ing directions in the T.N. Godavarman 
Thirumulpad case, any land meeting 
the dictionary de�nition of a forest, re-
gardless of ownership, must be treated 
as such under the Forest (Conservation) 
Act, 1980. The arbitrary change in zon-
ing on Baga Hill appears to contravene 
this doctrine.

A disputed road and 
a historical deed

A key parcel of land central to the 
Christ the Redeemer project is Sur-
vey No. 267, Sub Division 1. Through 
this land, the road providing access to 
the proposed statue site has been con-
structed. However, a Deed of Division 
and Partition dated 6 March 1925 re-
veals that the said property had been 
inscribed in favour of Clarimundo Hei-
tor Carmo de Souza. Presently, the des-
ignated co-heirs of the said owner, rep-
resented through his niece Ivone Souza, 
continue to enjoy legal rights to this 
parcel.

Despite the deed’s legal validity and 
continuity of ownership, the Comuni-

dade of Calangute has continued to 
interfere with the said property. This 
interference, without lawful title or 
court order, appears to be driven by 
the development potential of the land 
higher up on the Baga Hill slope. By 
asserting dominion over a lower-ly-
ing access route, the Comunidade po-
sitions itself to exert control over the 
larger hill stretch, where the statue 
and its tourist infrastructure are an-
ticipated.

Comunidade label 
used selectively

Across Goa, the term ‘Comunidade 
land’ has increasingly been invoked 
to claim control over land parcels that 
are historically documented under 
individual ownership or held jointly 
by heirs through documented inher-
itance. In the case of Baga Hill, such 
claims are not based on updated Re-
cords of Rights or legal partition or-
ders, but on administrative notings 
in Forms I and XIV that lack judicial 
scrutiny.

This selective invocation of Comu-
nidade status enables the bypass-
ing of due process and facilitates a 
streamlined route for high-stakes real 
estate development or religious tour-
ism projects. It also silences legitimate 
title-holders, as seen in the present in-
stance that is the heirs of Clarimundo 
de Souza.

PILWP 32/2019 
and judicial delay

The issues now manifest on Baga 
Hill closely re�ect the concerns raised 
in PILWP 32/2019, which remains 
pending before the High Court of 
Bombay at Goa. That petition seeks 
to compel the State to �nalise and 
notify private forests, in compliance 
with longstanding judicial orders 
and expert committee reports. The 
State’s delay has enabled land previ-
ously surveyed as forest to be selec-
tively converted, o�en into settlement 
zones, for purposes of development.

The Christ the Redeemer project 
typi�es this breakdown in lawful clas-
si�cation. By enabling the conversion 
of forest land into a settlement with-
out scienti�c review, environmental 

clearance, or community consulta-
tion, the Regional Plan 2021 has legit-
imised an act that should otherwise 
invite penal consequences under for-
est law.

Ecological and legal 
consequences

The project also risks long-term en-
vironmental damage. Baga Hill forms 
part of the coastal lateritic plateau 
and contributes to the hill slope sta-
bility and biodiversity of the Calan-
gute–Baga region. Its transformation 
into a tourism hub not only threatens 
the local ecosystem but may acceler-
ate illegal construction, slope destabi-
lisation, and increased vehicular pres-
sure on narrow hill access roads.

Legally, the continued failure to 
recognise the property rights of doc-
umented title-holders, such as the 
heirs of Clarimundo de Souza, sets a 
precedent for other such dismissals of 
historical title under the guise of de-
velopment.

Corrective actions 
required

The Town and Country Planning 
Department must release the docu-
mentary basis upon which Survey No. 
267/1 was reclassi�ed. The Directorate 
of Settlement and Land Records must 
verify and publicly a�rm the standing 
of the 1925 Deed of Partition and Divi-
sion. Most importantly, the High Court 
must be invited through appropriate 
interlocutory applications in PILWP 
32/2019 to take judicial notice of the 
inconsistency between ecological 
classi�cation and zoning decisions in 
such contested zones.

A monument of 
contention

The Christ the Redeemer project 
atop Baga Hill, rather than standing 
as a symbol of faith, now resembles a 
monument to planning impropriety. It 
draws together the failures of ecologi-
cal governance, the erosion of private 
title, and the instrumental misuse of 
the Comunidade system. If le� un-
checked, it will embolden further cir-
cumventions of law and erase what re-
mains of Goa’s fragile hilltop ecology.

It draws 
together the 
failures of 
ecological 
governance, 
the erosion 
of private 
title, and the 
instrumental 
misuse of the 
Comunidade 
system
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bene�ts at the same price though etha-
nol is much cheaper than petrol or die-
sel. In e�ect if you are buying a litre of 
petrol you are getting only 800 ml, the 
rest 200 ml is ethanol which costs half 
the price of petrol. A central minister’s 
family owns the majority of the ethanol 
making plants in the sugar belt of 
Maharashtra. Congratulations! You will 
get the opportunity to buy a new car 
way before its 15 years are up courtesy 
the wear and tear inflicted by blended 
petrol on your vehicle’s engine.
VINAY DWIVEDI,  Benaulim

Why are we being treated 
like trash by Trump?
There was a time in the past when India 
and China were similarly placed as far 
as the economy was concerned though 
China had a larger population to feed.
China had a GDP per capita of $ 155, but 
47 years later it is a turbocharged Rs 17 

THE INBOX >> I
Queries CM should answer 
with regard to minorities
Chief Minister Pramod Sawant while 
responding to concerns raised by Leader 
of Opposition Yuri Alemao on Monday 
casually assured the Goa Legislative 
Assembly that incidents similar to the 
controversial arrest of nuns in Chhattis-
garh will not take place in the state as 
his government never allows religious 
discrimination or baseless targeting of 
individuals or groups but respects all 
communities and ensures their protec-
tion under the Uniform Civil Code. Now, if 
what Sawant has said on the floor of the 
house on Monday is 100% true then how 
come his government is seen inwardly 
fully supporting the anti-social activities 
of goons of all the non-Goan right wing 
organisations in the state? How come his 
government is seen giving them a free 
hand today to stop vehicles at the border 
to harass those transporting beef to 
deprive minorities of beef? How come his 
government is seen giving full protection 
to a habitual hate monger like Subhash 
Velingkar? By now most Goans know 
which type of people Sawant supports 
for his own long-term political survival.
JERRY FERNANDES,  Saligao

Ethanol blending with 
petrol and the risks
As per reports,  India has achieved 20 
per cent ethanol blending with petrol in 
2025. And here are the (non) bene�ts: 
At least 6-7% reduced mileage in actual 
driving conditions; lower engine perfor-
mance in terms of power and torque; 
risk of engine damage in non-compati-
ble cars ie.those manufactured before 
2023; starting trouble, operating di�-
culties and material degradation of the 
engine.  And you get all these amazing 

trillion super economy. They upped their 
game by controlling their population, 
formulating appropriate state policies 
and worked tremendously hard on their �-
nancials.  In India, we came back from the 
brink of disaster under PV Narasimha Rao 
and began rising under the stewardship 
of Dr Manmohan Singh. In the past eleven 
years, we have been tottering as two gen-
tlemen have come to the forefront on the 
national scene, who are more interested 
in winning elections. Consequences have 
followed. We have a net 45 billion USD 
trade surplus with them but that is a neg-
ligible 0.13% of their economy. We never 
scaled up. We became cybercoolies to the 
world providing cheap manpower. Today, 
if we are being treated like trash by Trump 
it is because, we are a footnote in their 
scheme of things.
REKHA SARIN TREHAN,  Benaulim

Longest format of cricket 
is alive and kicking
In a magical �nish, Team India won the 
recent ��h Test of an enthralling series, 
snatching victory from jaws of defeat 
just one match a�er having clung on to a 
draw to give themselves a chance to level 
the series. The Test victory at The Oval — 
by a mere six runs — was one for the ages 
and it helped India share the honours 
2-2. The 5-match series also underscored 
the fact that Shubman Gill’s era as the 
Indian Test captain has begun. For pace 
bowler Mohammed Siraj, the match was 
a story of villain to hero. From dropping 
Harry Brook’s catch, he went on to win 
the match for India.  The �ve-match con-
test, headlined by glorious highs and ac-
rimonious lows, showed that it’s too early 
to write-o� Test cricket in the age of T20 
format. The longest and most challenging 
format of the game is alive and kicking.
GREGORY FERNANDES, Mumbai

Legalising illegal houses with eye on polls
With corruption at record levels in Goa and the same getting 
worse by the day, I think that BJP party  seems very nervous  
about winning the 2027 state elections.  Hence the party is ag-
gressively pursuing its bills to legalize houses under the pretext 
“Goans will be bene�ting ” which is pure deception,  as the term 
Goan has not been de�ned to cover only ethnic Goans.  It is obvi-
ous in Goa today that that there are corrupt Goan BJP ministers/
MLAs  who will not survive in politics today if you take away their 
vote banks in illegal settlements.  I am all for providing decent 
accommodation to people but this surely can be done via setting 
up rental properties, and not just gi�ing away free/encroached 
land in ownership, particularly to those who broke the law and 
encroached on properties. The infamous Bhumiputra bill which 
the BJP was forced to withdraw earlier now seems to be tactfully 
introduced in 3 parts. If somehow these 3 legalisation moves by 
the BJP can be stopped, the chances of success of the BJP form-
ing the next government can be drastically reduced.
ARWIN MESQUITA, Colva

OPEN SPACE >> 

Recruitment process in 
State seems �awed

Two years back crowds gathered at two di�erent palaces and purposes. The 
�rst one was to submit recruitment employment forms at the Goa Human 
Resource Development Corporation (GHRDC), Porvorim. The second was 

at the Corporation of the City of Panaji (CCP) where vendors jostled to collect the 
form to put up stalls for the Ashtami fair (Sept 6-17) (Letter in TGE, Sept 9, 2023). 
At the GHRDC hundreds of people had applied for 370 contract posts. Noticing 
the surging crowd, the authorities baulked and conveniently cancelled the re-
cruitment programme. Similarly, the CCP could have accepted online applica-
tions for stalls and a public draw could have been held to pick the lucky winners. 
On Aug 4, about 4,000 female candidates lined up to submit documents and 
attend the interview that was to take place for 100 posts of contractual nurses. 
Several candidates had come from far-o� places, stood in queue since the crack 
of dawn, and had no facilities for breakfast and washrooms, and no shelter from 
the inclement weather. The applications could have been collected online and 
a�er scrutiny the eligible candidates could have been called for interview.

SRIDHAR D’IYER, Caranzalem

Tuesday’s passage of the ‘Readjustment of Representation of 
Scheduled Tribes in Assembly Constituencies of Goa Bill, 
2025’ in the Lok Sabha marks a signi�cant milestone in the 
journey for tribal empowerment in Goa. Coming amidst a 
heated debate during the Question Hour in the Goa Legis-

lative Assembly, this move symbolises a positive step towards trib-
al rights and representation. On the national stage, the Lok Sabha’s 
passage of the bill signals a recognition of Goa’s unique demographic 
realities. The legislation’s passage, though still pending Rajya Sab-
ha approval, has been hailed by various leaders as a historic step to-
wards inclusive governance.

Historically, the tribal communities in Goa have felt neglected and 
marginalised, with their presence o�en overlooked in the political 
landscape. As per the 2011 census, the ST population in Goa had in-
creased substantially, but has found no reservations in the 40-mem-
ber Assembly. The legislation aims to rectify this imbalance by em-
powering the Election Commission to readjust constituencies based 

on updated census data, thus ensuring 
that STs acquire the political representa-
tion they have long deserved.

The downside is that quotas may not be 
e�ective at the 2027 Assembly elections 
in Goa, because the next census in India 
is scheduled to begin in March 2027. This 
will be the �rst digital census in India and 
will include an enumeration of castes. The 

Election Commission had earlier stated that the next delimitation 
exercise and readjustment of seats to be reserved under SCs and STs 
would only take place through a delimitation commission a�er the 
relevant �gures of the next census are published. Nonetheless, the 
reservation, seen from the electoral numbers, may pose a dilemma 
for parties, with Priol, Quepem, Sanguem, and Nuvem tipped to be 
reserved.

While reservation still appears to be a distant dream, it is the trib-
al issues that are hogging attention. The anguish and concern were 
well ampli�ed in the Assembly session led by an impassioned speech 
by Govind Gaude. During the Question Hour and the subsequent 
calling attention motion, opposition MLAs and community leaders 
have voiced their frustrations, accusing the government of playing 
divisive politics and neglecting the community’s core issues. Gaude 
lambasted the government for allegedly targeting institutions like the 
United Tribal Associations Alliance (UTAA), which have historically 
mobilised support for tribal welfare. His accusations that the govern-
ment’s ban on UTAA and the appointment of an administrator for the 
Gomantak Gaud Maratha Samaj were politically motivated reveal the 
deep �ssures within tribal politics.

Gaude’s critique raises a key question: Will the reservation move 
heal the wounds of the tribal community, and will it bring about uni-
ty within? Secondly, has the BJP used this as a “strategic timeout” 
against the resentment brewing in the background? The move to re-
serve seats is seen as a necessary corrective, but questions remain 
whether it will translate into a meaningful change soon, since there 
are deeper socio-economic issues that are le� wide open.

Given the political landscape, where tribal votes can in�uence pow-
er dynamics, the government will have to tread carefully. It must pri-
oritise engagement and address the concerns, or risk losing their sup-
port altogether. The passage of this bill in the Lok Sabha is a positive, 
a recognition of the need for fair representation. Yet, it is only one part 
of a broader process in winning their con�dence. The government’s 
challenge is to turn this legislative decision into a platform for unity, 
ensuring that tribal communities feel recognised, heard, and valued.

Quota move in LS
positive, but will it
count for ����?

Reservation, seen from 
the electoral numbers,
may pose a dilemma 
for parties, with Priol, 
Quepem, Sanguem, 
and Nuvem tipped to be 
reserved
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assistance. “Under the su-
pervision of the state gov-
ernment, relief and rescue 
teams are engaged in every 
possible effort,” he posted 
on X.

Adding to the chaos, a 
second cloudburst was 
reported in the Sukhi Top 
area of Uttarakhand lat-
er in the day. Details are 
awaited.

Congress President Mal-
likarjun Kharge and party 
leader Rahul Gandhi also 

expressed condolences and 
urged both state and central 
governments to intensify 
relief efforts. Gandhi ap-
pealed to Congress workers 
to assist local authorities 
in extending support to af-
fected families. CM Dhami 
said the reports of “heavy 
damage” were extremely 
distressing and that all con-
cerned agencies were on 
the ground. “I am in con-
stant contact with senior 
officials, and the situation 
is being closely monitored,” 
he said.

Uttarkashi tragedy

NDA hails Modi’s leadership in Parliamentary meetHaley, Zakharova slam Trump

Why Kharge, Nadda clashed in RS

EC suspends four Bengal officials

J&K statehood: SC hearing set

targeting of India “unjusti-
fied and unreasonable.” A 
statement from the MEA 
emphasised that India’s en-
ergy imports are driven by 
national needs and global 
market dynamics. “India 
began importing from Rus-
sia because traditional sup-
pliers were diverted to Eu-
rope after the outbreak of 
the conflict,” the ministry 
noted. It also accused West-
ern nations of double stan-
dards, highlighting that the 
EU’s trade with Russia far 
exceeds India’s, including 
a record 16.5 million tonnes 
of LNG imported by Europe 
in 2024.

The MEA also pointed out 
ongoing US imports from 
Russia, such as uranium 
hexafluoride for nuclear 
energy and palladium for 
the EV industry. “Like any 
major economy, India will 
take all necessary measures 
to safeguard its national in-

terests and economic secu-
rity,” the spokesperson said.

According to reports, the 
United States and China 
agreed to a temporary 90-
day tariff reprieve in May, 
slashing US tariffs from 
145% to 30%, and Chinese 
duties from 125% to 10%.

India has maintained that 
its foreign and energy poli-
cies are rooted in strategic 
autonomy. MEA spokesper-
son Randhir Jaiswal reiter-
ated last week that “our ties 
with any country stand on 
their merit and should not 
be seen from the prism of a 
third country.”

Meanwhile, Russia also 
issued a sharp rebuke to 
Washington’s tightening 
tariff policies. Foreign Min-
istry Spokeswoman Maria 
Zakharova described US 
actions as part of a “neo-
colonial agenda,” accusing 
the Biden administration of 
using “politically motivated 
economic pressure” to pun-
ish countries following an 

independent foreign policy.
“Sanctions and restrictions 

have unfortunately become 
a defining feature of the 
current historical period,” 
Zakharova said, arguing 
that the US is attempting 
to impose its will through 
protectionism, undermin-
ing global trade norms and 
sovereignty. She emphasised 
that Russia remains commit-
ted to building a multipolar 
world order alongside part-
ners such as BRICS nations.

The mounting tensions 
come amid fears that global 
oil prices could surge to 
$200 a barrel if India halts 
Russian imports, severely 
impacting consumers and 
economic stability.

With no clear resolution in 
sight, the spat underscores 
growing divisions in global 
trade alliances and high-
lights the geopolitical com-
plexities surrounding the 
Russia-Ukraine conflict, 
energy security, and multi-
polar diplomacy.
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Six aircraft engine shutdowns

Rs 67,000-cr worth projects

know how to run the House. 
I’ve been in opposition for 
more than 40 years—I have 
more experience than them. 
They should take tuition 
from me on how to protest. 
This is not protest; it’s chaos. 
In a democracy, if you swing 
a stick and it hits my nose, 
your democracy ends right 
there.” He accused the oppo-
sition of repeatedly lowering 
the dignity of Parliament de-
spite having spent 10 years 
in opposition.

Deputy Chairman Har-

ivansh intervened and 
clarified that only Parlia-
ment Security Service (PSS) 
personnel had entered the 
House, not CISF.

 “No CISF personnel en-
tered the House. They are 
deployed only for the secu-
rity of the Parliament com-
plex,” he said.

Union Minister Kiren Ri-
jiju also hit out at Kharge, 
accusing him of spreading 
falsehoods and demanding 
action for “misleading the 
Chair.” The opposition, how-
ever, remained unconvinced, 
and the ruckus led to the ad-

journment of proceedings.
This controversy followed 

changes in Parliament’s se-
curity setup. After a major 
security breach in Decem-
ber 2023, the CISF took over 
responsibility for the Par-
liament complex from May 
2024, replacing the CRPF 
and Delhi Police.

Tuesday’s clash under-
scored the deepening rift 
between the treasury and 
opposition benches. With 
tensions running high, 
the smooth conduct of the 
Monsoon Session remains 
uncertain.

a fitting reply to terrorist 
attacks on its own terms, 
nuclear blackmail will not 
be tolerated and India will 
act precisely against terror 
sanctuaries sheltered under 
nuclear threats.

Thirdly, the resolution 
said that no distinction will 
be made between terrorist 
masterminds and govern-
ments that sponsor them.

The operation was also 

described as symbolically 
significant. The resolution 
emphasized the cultural 
and emotional weight of 
the name Operation Sindoor, 
referencing the vermilion 
worn by married women, 
and noted that the attack 
had “removed the Sindoor 
from our women,” which 
was then avenged by India’s 
armed forces.

The NDA also credited 
the Modi government’s on-
going military and strategic 

reforms for the success of the 
operation. These included 
indigenisation, jointness 
in defence commands, and 
technological upgrades 
such as drone capabilities. 
The resolution praised the 
Prime Minister for giving 
the armed forces a “free 
hand” and for supporting 
the concept of operational 
freedom at a time and place 
of India’s choosing.

In a post-operation dip-
lomatic push, the govern-

ment sent 59 Members of 
Parliament, including those 
from the Opposition, to 32 
countries to present India’s 
perspective on the Pahalgam 
attack and the broader issue 
of state-sponsored terrorism. 
The NDA described this as 

“one of the most comprehen-
sive global outreach efforts 
ever launched by India,” 
underlining Modi’s com-
mitment to bipartisan diplo-
macy in matters of national 
interest.

It mentions that post Oper-
ation Sindoor, international 
support for India’s position 
has since grown.

The United States desig-
nated TRF as a Foreign Ter-
rorist Organisation (FTO) 
and Specially Designated 
Global Terrorist (SDGT). A 
joint declaration by BRICS 
also condemned the Pahal-
gam killings and reiterated 
its stand for “zero tolerance 
for terrorism” while reject-
ing “double standards.”

Assembly constituencies.
The poll panel also direct-

ed the State Chief Secretary 
to lodge FIRs against the 
four officers and a data en-
try operator and send a re-
port on the action taken. The 
two EROs are West Bengal 
Civil Service (executive) of-
ficers.

The Election Commission 
said that suitable disciplin-
ary proceedings will be 
initiated against Debottam 
Dutta Choudhury (ERO), 
Tathagata Mondal (AERO), 
Biplab Sarkar (ERO) and 
Sudipta Das (AERO), add-
ing that FIRs will be lodged 
against them “for their ac-
tions, which potentially 
amount to criminal mis-
conduct”. The poll body said 
that FIR will also be lodged 
against the casual data entry 
operator Surojit Halder.

“The Chief Electoral Of-
ficer (CEO) of West Bengal 
had forwarded a report on 
July 29 informing about 
the wrongful addition of 
names in the electoral rolls 
by EROs and AEROs of Ba-
ruipur Purba and Moyna 
Assembly constituencies. It 
has been reported that the 
said officers have not only 
failed to perform duty as 
ERO and AERO while dis-
posing off the applications 
but also violated the policy 
of data security while shar-
ing their login credentials 
of the electoral roll data-
base with unauthorized 
persons,” the ECI stated in 
its letter to the West Bengal 
Chief Secretary.

Earlier, the poll panel, dur-
ing a sample checking of ap-
plications from new voters 
in the State, had found that 
the two EROs accepted a 
large number of Form 6 

from alleged fictitious vot-
ers, officials aware of the 
developments said.

Further enquiry revealed 
that the mandatory verifica-
tion by the Booth Level Offi-
cers (BLOs) were also alleg-
edly not done in those cases. 
The officers also provided 
user access to ERO Net, 
a centralised system that 
helps election officials with 
electoral roll management, 
to unauthorised users.

Commenting on the devel-
opment, Bengal BJP presi-
dent Samik Bhattacharya 
said: “We have been saying 
this for a long time that elec-
tions in Bengal have been 
reduced to a scam master-
minded by the Trinamool 
Congress and aided by pli-
ant Government officials. 
I would advise all Govern-
ment officers to learn from 
this and not go against the 
Constitutional values.”

Aniruddhacharya’s sexist re-
marks have sparked backlash, with 
Khushboo Patani condemning his 
statements as patriarchal and of-
fensive. She clarified her criticism 

was misdirected in a viral video 
and reaffirmed it targeted him, not 
Premanandji. Echoing strong pub-
lic sentiment, she warned of legal 

action against those spreading fake 
news and trolling her.

71% respondents support full 
statehood for Jammu and Kash-
mir. While 55% feel development 
has accelerated post Article 370, 

77% believe terror attacks have re-
duced. 80% think statehood will 
enhance security. 71% are satis-
fied with government policies, re-

flecting broad public support for 
administrative and security mea-
sures in the region.
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79% of people believe that preachers shouldn’t have 
right to issue character certificates to others 

71% of respondents support the demand for granting 
full statehood to Jammu and Kashmir 
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Q1. 
How do you view preacher 

Aniruddhacharya’s ‘Pakistan’ 
remark?

Q1. 
How do you view the 
demand for granting 

full statehood to Jammu 
and Kashmir?

Q3. 
Should restrictions be placed 

on the immoral views of 
preachers and saints?

Q3. 
Has there been a decrease in 

terrorist attacks in Jammu 
and Kashmir after the 

abrogation of Article 370?

 Q2. 
 How do you view 
saint Prabodhanand’s 
comment calling youth 
‘Modi’s lap dogs’?

 Q2. 
Do you think the pace of development has increased 
in Jammu and Kashmir after the abrogation of 
Article 370?

 Q4. 
Should preachers have the right to issue character 
certificates to others?

 Q4. 
Will granting full statehood to Jammu 
and Kashmir be a correct step towards 
ensuring security and stability?

  Yes, definitely

  Not at all      Can’t Say

  Yes, definitely

  Not at all 

  Can’t Say

  Yes, absolutely

  Absolutely not

  Can’t say

  Yes, definitely

  Not at all 

  Can’t Say

   Support

  Oppose

needs urgent help.
“During 2025, from Janu-

ary to July (till date), a total 
of 06 incidents of engine 
shutdown and a total of 03 
incidents of May Day calls 
have been reported,” Mo-
hol said in a written reply 
on Monday. In a separate 

written reply, the minister 
said the Aircraft Accident 
Investigation Bureau’s pre-
liminary report, published 
on the basis of available fac-
tual information on July 12, 
does not contain any con-
clusion about the Air India 
plane crash and that the 
probe is still in progress.

11, 2023, no steps have been 
taken to restore statehood,” 
the plea states. It argues that 
the delay is causing serious 
harm to the rights of the re-
gion’s residents and under-
mines the federal structure 
of the Constitution.

The petition further warns 
that failure to restore state-
hood promptly would cause 
“grave harm” to the federal 
fabric of the country.

Referring to the recent 
peaceful conduct of assem-
bly elections in the region, 
the plea contends that the 
formation of a Legislative As-
sembly without first restor-
ing statehood would violate 
the principles of federalism, 

which form part of the Con-
stitution’s basic structure. It 
adds that, with no evident 
security concerns, there is 
no impediment to issuing 
a time-bound direction for 
the restoration of statehood.

“The delay in restoration 
of statehood would result 
in a serious erosion of demo-
cratic governance in Jammu 
and Kashmir and would 
constitute a grave violation 
of federal principles,” the 
application argues.

The petition also states 
that converting Jammu and 
Kashmir into two Union Ter-
ritories has left the region 
with a diminished form of 
democratic governance. 
With assembly election 
results due soon, the ap-

plicants urge that full state-
hood be granted in time for 
the formation of the new 
government.

“If statehood is not restored 
in a time-bound manner, it 
will cause grave prejudice 
to the citizens of Jammu and 
Kashmir, violate their funda-
mental rights, and severely 
affect both the democratic 
structure and territorial 
integrity of the region,” the 
plea adds.

It emphasizes that Jammu 
and Kashmir has historically 
shared a federal relationship 
with the Union of India, 
and restoring statehood is 
essential for preserving its 
autonomy and enabling its 
meaningful contribution to 
national development.

approval was given for 
procurement of mountain 
radars and upgradation of 
Saksham/Spyder weapon 
system.

The procurement of 
mountain radars will en-
hance the air surveillance 

capability along and across 
the borders in the moun-
tainous region.

The upgradation of Saksh-
am/Spyder system for in-
tegration with Integrated 
air command and control 
system will enhance the air 
defence capability, the min-
istry said.
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As the world grap-
ples with the twin 
imperatives of eco-

nomic development and en-
vironmental sustainability, 
the shipping industry finds 
itself at a critical juncture. 
Globally, maritime trans-
port accounts for nearly 3% 
of greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions, according to the 
Review of Maritime Trans-
port 2023 by UNCTAD. 
Without significant inter-
vention, these emissions are 
projected to increase by up 
to 130% by 2050 compared 
to 2008 levels, fuelled by 
rising trade volumes and 
energy-intensive shipping 
practices. India, with its 
7,517 km-long coastline and 
dependence on maritime 
trade for nearly 95% of its 

trading volume and 70% by 
value, therefore, must take 
decisive steps to ensure the 
sector aligns with its climate 
commitments and develop-
mental goals.

Global 
Imperatives and 
India’s Standpoint
The International Maritime 
Organisation (IMO) has 
undertaken the formidable 
task of steering the global 
shipping industry towards 
decarbonisation. In July 
2023, the IMO revised its 
greenhouse gas strategy, 
setting a net-zero target for 
international shipping by 
or around 2050. One of the 
most consequential propos-
als emerging from this effort 
is a global carbon tax - pro-

posed at $100 per tonne of 
CO₂ equivalent, to be levied 
from 2027. It is expected to 
generate over $10–13 billion 
annually, with the funds 
earmarked for climate tech-
nology transfer and support 
for developing nations tran-
sitioning to green shipping 
practices.

India’s stance within these 
negotiations has been prag-
matic and cautious. At the 
80th session of the IMO’s 
Marine Environment Pro-
tection Committee (MEPC 
80) held in July 2023, the 
Indian delegation called 
for more realistic, science-
based targets that consider 
the unique challenges of 
developing countries. India 
proposed a more measured 
target of having net-zero 
carbon fuels constitute 5% 
of the global marine fuel 
mix by 2030. Indian rep-
resentative warned against 
overly ambitious mandates, 
suggesting that they could 
result in “unsustainable 
investment decisions” and 
deployment of “immature 
technologies”.

India has also opposed 
blanket taxation measures 
that could disproportion-
ately impact developing 
economies. The Indian 
delegation to MEPC 81 in 
March 2024 reiterated the 
call for a ‘Common But Dif-
ferentiated Responsibility 
and Respective Capabili-
ties’ (CBDR-RC) approach 
in global shipping taxation. 
Such a framework, it ar-
gued, would ensure fairness 
while also maintaining the 

competitiveness of countries 
like India in global trade.

Domestic Action: 
Green Ports and 
Clean Shipping
On the domestic front, In-
dia has launched a suite of 
ambitious initiatives aimed 
at greening its maritime 
sector. The Sagarmala Pro-
gramme, launched in 2015, 
seeks to enhance port infra-
structure, improve logistics 
efficiency, and promote 
coastal shipping. By increas-

ing reliance on inland and 
coastal waterways - which 
are three to four times more 
fuel-efficient than road 
transport - the programme 
aims to reduce logistics costs 
and carbon emissions.

Complementing this is 
the Maritime India Vi-
sion 2030, which lays out 
a ten-year blueprint for 
the holistic development 
of Indian ports and ship-
ping infrastructure. One of 
its standout features is the 
‘Harit Sagar’ or Green Port 

Guidelines, which encour-
age Indian ports to adopt 
renewable energy, electrify 
cargo handling operations, 
reduce water consumption, 
and shift to cleaner fuels. 
According to the Ministry 
of Ports, Shipping and Wa-
terways, Deendayal (Kan-
dla), Visakhapatnam, New 
Mangalore, and VOC Port 
(Tuticorin) have already 
begun generating renew-
able energy that exceeds 
their internal consumption.

Moreover, the Indian gov-
ernment has identified ten 
highway corridors for ex-
clusive movement of zero-
emission trucks, further 
integrating green mobility 
with port logistics.

Technology and 
Fuels of the 
Future
India is also investing in in-
novation and clean energy 

alternatives. Green hydro-
gen, ammonia, and electri-
fication of port operations 
are emerging as viable solu-
tions. Pilot projects are un-
derway to introduce electric 
catamaran water taxis in 
cities such as Varanasi and 
Guwahati. The Inland Wa-
terways Authority of India 
(IWAI) has also announced 
plans for hybrid electric 
Roll-on/Roll-off (Ro-Ro) 
vessels powered by both 
liquefied natural gas (LNG) 
and batteries.

Private sector innova-
tion is also gathering pace. 
Startups like Blue Energy 
Motors are producing 
LNG-powered long-haul 
trucks that emit 30% less 
CO

2 compared to diesel 
counterparts. The company 
plans to introduce electric 
trucks and expand its LNG 
refuelling infrastructure na-
tionwide.

These technologies, while 
promising, must be scaled 
efficiently and supported 
by investment and policy 
clarity. As highlighted by 
the UNCTAD Review of 
Maritime Transport 2023, 
a global transition to green 
fuels and infrastructure 
will require around $28 bil-
lion annually through 2050. 
In the Indian context, such 
investments must be priori-
tised through public-private 
partnerships, targeted sub-
sidies, and R&D support.

Sustainability 
as Competitive 
Advantage
Beyond environmental con-

cerns, sustainable shipping 
is increasingly linked to 
economic competitiveness. 
India’s early commitment 
to sustainable practices - 
such as the green hydrogen 
mission, shore-power man-
dates, and electric logistics, 
positions it as a low-risk, 
forward-looking partner in 
global trade networks.

Indeed, as global sup-
ply chains begin to impose 
sustainability-linked per-
formance standards, In-
dia’s proactive green strat-
egies may offer exporters a 
critical edge. Carbon border 
adjustment mechanisms 
(CBAMs) proposed by the 
EU and similar trade rules 
elsewhere make it impera-
tive for India to act now - not 
just to decarbonise, but also 
to remain competitive.

Conclusion
India’s maritime transition 
will not be easy. But with 
the right mix of realism 
and ambition, it can serve 
as a global model for how 
developing economies can 
tackle shipping emissions 
without compromising on 
growth. Through targeted 
investments in green in-
frastructure, support for 
clean technologies, and a 
balanced global negotiating 
strategy, India is steering its 
shipping industry towards a 
greener horizon - one where 
sustainability and economic 
progress can sail together.
Tuhin A Sinha, National 
Spokesperson, BJP  and Dr 
Kaviraj Singh, CEO & Direc-
tor, Earthood       

The current US admin-
istration has been very 
prompt and in absolutely 
no second thoughts, when-
ever it has come to impos-
ing sanctions on individual 
officials working under in-
ternational legal mandates, 
who according to it may 
have expressed antisemi-
tism in their work- be it the 
few months ago travel ban 
on the members of the Of-
fice of Prosecutor at the In-
ternational Criminal Court 
for issuing arrest warrant 
against Benjamin Netan-
yahu or the very recent 
sanctions on the United Na-
tions Special Rapporteur 
on the Occupied Palestin-
ian Territories Francesca 
Albanese for coming out 
with a report titled “From 
an Economy of Occupa-
tion to an Economy of 
Genocide.” This report has 
drawn larger global atten-
tion as very unapologeti-
cally it builds a nexus be-
tween the ongoing warfare 
in Gaza and the benefiting 
multinational business cor-
porations, listing around 
48 of them. In the preced-
ing report of March 2024, 
Albanese became the first 
few voices who unequivo-
cally used the terminology 
of “genocide” for Israel’s ac-
tions in Gaza, following the 
December 2023 initiation 
of proceedings at the Inter-
national Court of Justice by 
South African Government 
against Israel under the 
Convention on the Prevention 
and Punishment of the Crime 

of Genocide of 1948. There 
have been several attempts 
to discredit Albanese’s 
work, and it has been called 
out as antisemitic. Mean-
while, Michael Fakhri, the 
U.N. special rapporteur on 
the right to food, has com-
mented that Israel’s 78-day-
long extreme blockade of 
Gaza constitutes “the fast-
est starvation campaign 
we’ve seen in modern histo-
ry.” Fakhri also mentioned 
that the mass suffering has 
been both “preventable” 
and “predictable”. 

The special rapporteurs 
and prosecution members 
of the ICC Chambers- they 
may come from various 
nationalities, but they do 
not represent any of them 
while holding their respec-
tive offices. Their offices 
are supposed to uphold in-
ternational law in specific 
areas, and in case of the 
ICC, based on the statu-
tory objectives as laid out 
in the Rome statute. The 
Rome statute provides for 
prosecution of interna-
tional crimes, which are 
fundamental violations of 
international human rights 
and customary interna-
tional law, also known as 
jus cogens; while the special 
rapporteurs on various 
mandates work towards 
the advancement of inter-
national human rights, as 
for the “special procedure” 
mechanisms under the 
United Nations Human 
Rights Council. The inde-
pendent expert holders 

of these mandates are in 
many ways defenders of 
the rights framework in 
the otherwise very stat-
ist and formalist structure 
of international law. Their 
independence, freedom 
of expression and an un-
coercive and non-hostile 
reception of their work is 
very crucial for aspects like 
fact-finding and investiga-
tions on international legal 
issues like the world is fac-
ing currently. Without fix-
ating much on the strong 
and straightforward lan-
guages that they may use 
in their reports, statements 
and investigative find-
ings, the world community 
must listen to what these 
mandate holders have to 
say. Some of these indepen-
dent expertise works have 
contributed immensely to 
the cognitive and progres-
sive development of inter-
national jurisprudence, 
for instance, in the case of 
former special rapporteur 
James Anaya’s work to-
wards the expanding the 
understanding of the pres-
ent day UN Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples, adopted in 2007. 
Many such other contri-
butions have been of jur-
isprudential significance 
for historically struggling 
and marginalised voices in 
international law, as states 
as the ultimate lawmakers 
are seldom acknowledging 
of their human conditions. 
A state like the USA trying 
to sanction these individu-
als echoes of an intentional 
dilution of the international 
rule-based order and trivi-
alizes institutional protec-
tion of international rights’ 
framework.
Dr. Radhika Jagtap is a pro-
fessor of law at a private uni-
versity and teach Internation-
al Law, Humanitarian Law 
amongst other courses. 
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decision-making: Who bears the risk?
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In a rapidly digitising cor-
porate India, the rise of 
artificial intelligence (AI) 
is not merely a technologi-
cal evolution — it is a legal 
and ethical reckoning. As 
companies increasingly in-
tegrate AI into boardrooms 
and business processes, 
a fundamental question 
arises: Who is accountable 
when AI fails?

AI Joins the 
Boardroom
From drafting contracts 
and conducting risk as-
sessments to vetting loan 
applicants and flagging 
regulatory breaches, AI 
has assumed an influential 
role in corporate decision-
making. Indian start-ups 
and conglomerates alike are 
adopting AI-powered tools 
to enhance compliance ef-
ficiency, reduce costs, and 
mitigate human error.

However, these intelligent 
systems are not infallible. 
They function based on 
algorithms trained on his-
torical data, which may be 
biased, outdated, or incom-

plete. This creates a poten-
tial minefield of legal and 
regulatory challenges when 
decisions made — or heavily 
influenced — by AI lead to 
financial loss, reputational 
damage, or regulatory non-
compliance.

The Legal Vacuum
Indian corporate law, par-
ticularly the Companies Act, 
2013, has not yet evolved to 
directly address AI’s role in 
governance. The law contin-
ues to assign fiduciary du-
ties — such as duties of care, 
diligence, and good faith — 
to human directors and of-
ficers. These obligations are 
non-delegable, meaning 
that a board cannot escape 
liability by blaming faulty 
AI tools.

In this context, AI re-
mains a tool — not a legal 
person, and therefore can-
not be held independently 
accountable under Indian 
law. This leaves companies 
and their decision-makers 
fully exposed when things 
go wrong.

For instance, if an AI-
based financial tool fails to 
flag a key compliance re-
quirement, leading to SEBI 
penalties, the directors can-
not cite algorithmic over-
sight as a defence. The Min-
istry of Corporate Affairs 
(MCA) and regulators like 
SEBI have maintained that 
technological tools must be 
used prudently, not blindly.

The Board’s 

Responsibility
This legal position places an 
enhanced burden on boards 
and compliance officers. 
They must now understand 
not only the business impli-
cations of AI tools but also 
the logic, limits, and biases 
inherent in such systems.

“Directors are increasingly 
expected to exercise over-
sight over the design and 
deployment of AI systems,” 
says Saurabh Bhatnagar, 
a Delhi-based corporate 
lawyer. “They must be able 
to question the rationale be-
hind AI-generated outputs, 
particularly when it informs 
a regulatory or financial ac-

tion.”
This shift means that due 

diligence now includes algo-
rithmic transparency — en-
suring that the AI tools used 
are auditable, explainable, 
and aligned with existing 
compliance protocols.

Data Protection 
and Emerging 
Risks
The introduction of the 
Digital Personal Data Pro-
tection Act, 2023 has added 
another layer to this legal 
puzzle. Companies using 
AI systems that process per-
sonal data must ensure they 

do so lawfully, with consent 
and accountability.

A breach caused by an au-
tonomous AI-driven system 
may still attract penalties 
under the DPDP Act, with 
corporate entities deemed 
the “data fiduciaries” — and 
therefore liable.

As AI becomes more em-
bedded in hiring, procure-
ment, and investment deci-
sions, the risk of algorithmic 
discrimination is also a legal 
minefield. Discriminatory 
outcomes in recruitment or 
customer profiling, even if 
unintentional, could invoke 
regulatory scrutiny and 
reputational backlash.

The Way Forward: 
Regulatory 
Reform and AI 
Governance
India needs a more robust 
legal framework to regulate 
the use of AI in corporate 
operations. Industry ex-
perts are calling for sector-
specific guidelines from 
SEBI, RBI, and MCA that 
clarify the standards of care 
expected when using AI 
tools.

Suggestions include:
l Mandating AI risk au-

dits;
l Requiring companies to 

disclose AI usage in material 
decisions;
l  Establishing a frame-

work for algorithmic ac-
countability and redressal.

Until such reforms take 
shape, companies must treat 
AI as a high-risk strategic 
asset — not a black-box or-
acle. Human accountability 
must remain central, even 
in a tech-driven corporate 
ecosystem.

Conclusion
AI may promise speed, ef-
ficiency, and objectivity, 
but it does not dilute legal 
responsibility. In the Indian 
corporate landscape, the 

burden of oversight still lies 
squarely on the shoulders of 
directors and officers. The 
law, as it stands, views AI as 
an assistant — not an escape 
clause.

As Indian boardrooms 
become smarter, they must 
also become legally sharper. 
The future of AI in corpo-
rate governance depends 
not only on innovation but 
on a clear-eyed recognition 
of who bears the risk when 
machines decide.

Pankaj Chhuttani, Assistant 
Professor, School of Law, GD 
Goenka University, Gurugram

Green hydrogen, ammonia, and 
electrification of port operations are 
emerging as viable solutions. Pilot 
projects are underway to introduce 
electric catamaran water taxis in cities 
such as Varanasi and Guwahati.
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P
resident Donald Trump’s announcement
that he has ordered “two nuclear subma-
rines to be positioned in appropriate re-

gions”, in response to the “provocative state-
ments” by former Russian President Dmitry
Medvedev, marks a dangerous turn in the U.S.-
Russia relationship which the Republican leader
had pledged to repair in the run-up to his election
late last year. Mr. Medvedev, now the Deputy
Chairman of Russia’s Security Council, had said
that Mr. Trump’s threats of imposing tari�s on
Russia were “a step towards war”. Mr. Trump did
not specify whether he has moved submarines
capable of launching intercontinental ballistic
missiles with nuclear warheads, or nuclear-po-
wered boats equipped with conventional wea-
pons. In recent weeks, Mr. Trump has expressed
growing frustration with his Russian counterpart
Vladimir Putin over the Ukraine war. Initially, he
gave Mr. Putin a 50-day deadline to end the war
or face American tari�s. On July 29, this was shor-
tened to 10 to 12 days. Mr. Trump has also threa-
tened secondary “penalty” tari�s on countries
that trade with Russia such as India and China.

Mr. Trump’s frustration is understandable. He
pressured Ukraine into accepting a cease�re pro-
posal. His Defence Secretary publicly stated that
Ukraine would not be taken into NATO. Yet, the
most that he managed to extract from Mr. Putin
was a limited truce in the Black Sea and a tempor-
ary pause in attacks on Ukrainian infrastructure.
At the heart of the impasse are the divergent
views in western capitals and Moscow on how to
end the war. While western leaders insist on an
immediate cease�re, Moscow believes that this
should be part of a comprehensive peace agree-
ment addressing its core security concerns, in-
cluding NATO’s eastward expansion. Russia also
�nds little incentive to de-escalate at a time when
its troops have strategic momentum. Ukraine has
carried out deadly drone attacks on several Rus-
sian cities, but on the battle�eld, is struggling to
hold the line. Besides, Mr. Trump’s decision to
bomb Iran on behalf of Israel, at a time when Teh-
ran was technically in talks with the U.S., appears
to have hardened Russia’s position. Nevertheless,
diplomatic setbacks are not an excuse for nuclear
sabre-rattling. The last thing the world wants to-
day is a direct con�ict between the U.S. and Rus-
sia. Instead of escalating the crisis, Mr. Trump
must re�ect on why America’s current approach
— combining sanctions against Russia with mili-
tary support for Ukraine — has failed to deter Mr.
Putin. His initial turn towards diplomacy was a
step in the right direction. He must stay the
course and narrow the gap between the western
and Russian positions on ending the war.

Dangerous turn  
Trump must stay the course on

diplomacy to end the Ukraine war 

A
fter months of considerable forbearance,
the statement by the Ministry of External
A�airs (MEA), on Monday, pushing back

against the U.S. and the European Union (EU) for
“targeting” India is signi�cant. The statement
came two hours after Mr. Trump had announced
penalty tari�s against India, “substantially”
above the current 25% rate set to go into place
this week, for importing, processing and selling
Russian oil. A day earlier, a senior Trump aide
had accused India of “�nancing” Russia’s war in
Ukraine. And on July 18, the EU had announced
sanctions on India’s Vadinar re�nery (partially
Russian owned), and secondary sanctions that
will a�ect Indian re�ners. The MEA spokesper-
son said that the measures were “unjusti�ed and
unreasonable” as the U.S. and the EU continue to
trade with Russia for goods including LNG, criti-
cal minerals and nuclear fuel requirements. The
statement also said that it was the U.S. that had
encouraged India to keep buying Russian oil to
stabilise global markets, something the Biden ad-
ministration had con�rmed. The government
said that in comparison to the western countries,
India’s Russian oil purchases are a “vital national
compulsion” as a result of the con�ict in Ukraine,
adding that India would “... safeguard its national
interests and economic security”. The MEA’s
statement is the �rst such clear response on the
issue since the Ukraine con�ict. Taken with Un-
ion Minister Piyush Goyal’s statement last week
on the U.S. announcement of 25% reciprocal ta-
ri�s on India from August 7, Monday’s statement
indicates New Delhi’s growing frustration with
the U.S.’s increasingly o�ensive positions against
India, including on immigration, trade negotia-
tions, Operation Sindoor and Pakistan, and In-
dia’s BRICS membership. It is unclear how and to
what extent the government is prepared to stand
up to the bullying tactics of Mr. Trump. Mr.
Trump said on Tuesday that India has not been a
“good trading partner” — a possible reference to
trade talks and the failure of a mini-deal, ostensi-
bly over India’s resistance on agricultural market
access, dairy products and GM foods.

While it is hoped that New Delhi will continue
to engage Washington and Brussels to conclude
their respective trade talks, the MEA statement is
meant to make a larger point. Neither the U.S.
nor the EU can decide which country India will
partner or trade with. That message is being un-
derlined in visits by Security Adviser Ajit Doval
and External A�airs Minister S. Jaishankar to
Moscow, to prepare for the Russian President’s
visit to India later this year. India’s sovereignty is
non-negotiable and its foreign policy choices can-
not be manipulated by other countries, no mat-
ter how signi�cant their own ties with India are.

Bullying tactics  
India cannot allow the U.S. or the EU to

decide its choice of trade partners  

I
t is time for India to punch its weight and
enhance its global presence at a time when
global geopolitics is being reset. But, as of
now, it is not moving India’s way.

Operation Sindoor was a reality check when
many of India’s strategic partners were not
willing to call out Pakistan for harbouring United
Nations-sanctioned terrorist groups and
terrorists. It is now known that three of the
perpetrators of the Pahalgam attack (April 22,
2025), who were eliminated recently, were
Pakistanis belonging to the Lashkar-e-Taiba.
While India’s retaliation against terror camps in
Pakistan was decisive, it struggled to get this
narrative out in the face of United States
President Donald Trump repeatedly claiming that
it was he who had brought about a cease�re using
trade as a weapon — a claim contradicted by the
Government in the recent parliamentary debate.
In an unkind twist, Pakistan’s Field Marshal Asim
Munir was invited to lunch with Mr. Trump after
Operation Sindoor. However, the U.S. designated
The Resistance Front (TRF), which claimed
responsibility for the Pahalgam attack, as a
Foreign Terrorist Organization (FTO) and
Specially Designated Global Terrorist (SDGT). And
in a welcome recognition, the report by the UN
Security Council’s Monitoring Team also named
the TRF for the Pahalgam attack.

A path with Trump-created hurdles
But all is not well. On a historic day when the
NISAR satellite (India-U.S. collaboration) was
launched, Mr. Trump hit India with a 25% tari�.
However, he made a purely trade issue, which
could have been resolved in negotiations, into a
geopolitical issue, threatening India by
“substantially” raising tari�s for its importing
Russian oil when Ukrainians are being killed by
the “Russian War Machine.” India was being
trumped especially when Mr. Trump himself is a
strong votary of U.S.-Russian rapprochement.
While one can dismiss this as typical Trump-style
last minute pressure, he has already called on
U.S. companies not to invest in India but only in
the U.S., and hire only Americans.

This comes on the heels of the U.S.’s lopsided
security and trade deals with its Indo-Paci�c allies
and the European Union (EU). American tech
giant Nvidia has been permitted by the U.S. to
resume sales of its H20 AI chips to China, stopped
earlier due to national security concerns. More
time has been given to China to get the deal done.
After getting bogged down in Ukraine and West
Asia, the U.S. has less focus on East Asia.
Consequently, if a broader geopolitical
understanding between the U.S. and China on
East Asia was to come about, it would constrict
the space for India. East Asian countries are
already hedging their bets.

The U.S.’s posturing on South Asia has not
helped either. Growing U.S.-Pakistan relations
have again become an irritant. Even if this is a
reset in bilateral relations, the U.S. has displayed

astonishing insensitivity to India’s security
concerns by praising Pakistan for
counter-terrorism e�orts, and regional stability.
In Bangladesh, the U.S. had gone against Indian
interests in supporting the ouster of Sheikh
Hasina. In Myanmar, U.S. and European support
for forces opposing the military government is
destabilising India’s north-east. After Galwan and
Pahalgam, India’s hope for better understanding
and coordination with the U.S. on regional
security interests has been belied. Mutual trust is
being rapidly eroded.

Acting in concert with the U.S., the EU is
targeting India’s import-led energy security at a
time when India is negotiating an India-EU
Broad-based Trade and Investment Agreement.
The EU has sanctioned India’s Vadinar Re�nery,
where Russian Rosneft has a large stake, knowing
full well that stopping Russian oil into India will
lead to huge pressure on oil prices. On the other
hand, Hungary, Slovakia, Belgium, Spain and
others are importing Russian oil, through
pipelines and as LNG, by securing exemptions or
under existing contracts. Europe receives 51% of
Russian LNG exports. The EU’s carbon border tax
and digital and other trade barriers on India
remain. India hopes that the recently concluded
India-U.K. Comprehensive Economic and Trade
Agreement (CETA) will force the EU to climb
down from its asks in its trade negotiations.

China’s moves
All this has given China an opportunity to, once
again, become active in India’s neighbourhood.
China has proposed new groupings and new
deals to keep India out. For example, China’s
meeting with Pakistan and Bangladesh in
Kunming on June 19, 2025 proposed formalising a
trilateral initiative, but Bangladesh has not
agreed. China is also helping Bangladesh revive a
Second World War airbase at Lalmonirhat which
is close to the Siliguri Corridor. China’s support to
Pakistan during Operation Sindoor was extensive.
China has also standardised Mandarin names for
locations within Arunachal Pradesh. And it wants
to seize the future of the institution of the Dalai
Lama from India. Riding on a huge trade surplus
with India, China is squeezing India’s crucial
supply chains such as rare earths, fertilizers,
Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients, tunnel boring
machines and technical personnel. More
worrying is the planned construction of China’s
largest dam in Tibet on the Yarlung Zangbo
(Tibetan name for the Brahmaputra), which is
near the Indian border. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s recent visit to the Maldives has been
timely given China’s in�uence.

To counterbalance an unpredictable, and even
unreliable, U.S., an unresponsive EU and an
aggressive China, India is carrying out a tightrope
act. It has prioritised accelerating the current
thaw in relations with China to reset equations
after the Galwan con�ict — despite there being no
move towards de-escalation on the border after

the initial disengagement in October 2024.
Further, India should seriously rethink its

stand to remain on the margins of global
con�icts. India has been largely silent, if not
openly pro-Israel, on the ongoing Israel-Gaza war
— an unfolding multidimensional human tragedy.
India was also largely silent on the recent
Israel-Iran con�ict and American bombings,
despite important relations with both warring
parties and huge stakes in the Gulf. Though it
rightly abstained on the UN votes on the Ukraine
con�ict, its overall approach of not taking a
proactive stand on world con�icts may hurt its
larger interests and diminish its geopolitical clout
as long as it remains on the sidelines. Operation
Sindoor has shown India that if it seeks a greater
engagement of its partners with its con�icts and
issues, India needs to engage more with their
con�icts and issues.

Some argue that India should keep its head
down and focus on becoming the third largest
economy and that a larger geopolitical role may
hurt its economic growth. The contrary is true. In
a fragmenting world order, geopolitics, coercion
and threats and protectionism are determining
economic and technological outcomes — not
most favoured nation or free trade or multilateral
World Trade Organization-led trade norms.
Therefore, to get its economic and technological
trajectory right, India needs to get its geopolitics
right.

The road ahead
Realising that the geopolitical space is shrinking,
India is �nally breaking free and has objected to
the “targeting”. It has called out the double-speak
of the U.S. and the EU under the guise of
safeguarding their economic interests — the EU
for larger trade in goods and services with Russia
than India in 2024, and the U.S. for importing
Russian uranium, palladium, fertilizers and
chemicals. India’s call for a cease�re in Gaza (it
abstained on a similar UN General Assembly
resolution two months ago), is a realisation that it
needs to be assertive in global con�icts to
preserve its strategic autonomy. Facing an
erosion of trust with the U.S. and a U.S.-China
deal, India needs to clinch an India-U.S. trade
deal soon to prevent a further deterioration of
relations and to persuade Mr. Trump to travel to
India for the Quad summit
(India-U.S.-Japan-Australia).

After Mr. Trump’s outburst, it is a moot point
whether India will revive the RIC
(Russia-India-China). However, greater
engagement with BRICS (2026 summit in India),
the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation and with
East Asia (having missed the Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership bus), will
only reinforce India’s policy of multi-alignment
and push back those who constrain it. No more
can India just put our head down, mind its own
economic business and expect to grow. That
template is now broken.

India’s presence amid a broken template of geopolitics 
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To get its
economic and
technological
trajectory right,
India needs to
get its
geopolitics right

W
ith a billion Aadhaar enrollments,
1,206 schemes integrated into the
Direct Bene�t Transfer system, and 36

grievance portals across States/Union Territories,
India’s welfare orientation is transitioning into a
technocratic calculus. The promise to deliver
social welfare at scale, bypassing leaky pipelines
and eliminating ghost bene�ciaries, might have
led to a ‘re-casting’ that delivers ‘e�ciency’ and
‘coverage’ at the cost of ‘democratic norms’ and
‘political accountability’.

An o�oading
Are we witnessing the emergence of a post-rights
based welfare regime? Is the Indian digital welfare
state headed towards a systemic impasse? What is
the technocratic calculus behind all this? Recent
game-theoretic work shows that technocratic rule
thrives where parties are polarised. Evidently,
our questions have changed. We have shifted
from “who deserves support and why?” to “how
do we minimise leakage and maximise
coverage?” Our politicians across party lines have
rationally o�oaded hard-choices onto
data-driven algorithms without questioning the
complexities of constitutional values.

Contextualising Habermas’s ‘technocratic
consciousness’ and Foucault’s ‘governmentality’,
India’s welfare architecture is increasingly shaped
by measurable, auditable, and depoliticised
rationality. Schemes such as E-SHRAM and PM
KISAN embody a uni-directional, innovation-led
logic that is streamlined, measurable, and
intolerant of ambiguity or error. Conversely, we
have deliberative calls for participatory planning
and local feedback embodying the long forgotten
core of democratic thinking resonating Giorgio
Agamben’s notion of homo sacer — a life stripped
of political agency.

Seemingly, welfare, in the contemporary
context, has ceased to exist as a site of democratic
deliberations. On a microscopic level, a
rights-bearing citizen has been replaced by the
auditable bene�ciary. Thus, it calls for an urgent
need for the state to revisit (in a Rancierean
sense) whether it is curating who is visible, who

can complain, and whose su�ering is
computable. Despite claims of a ‘socialistic state’,
we observe a decade-low decline in India’s social
sector spending that has dwindled to 17% in
2024-25 from the 2014-24 average of 21%. Further,
there are some interesting observations beyond
plain statistics. Key social sector schemes have
borne the brunt of such decline where minorities,
labour, employment, nutrition and social security
welfare saw a signi�cant decline from 11% (in the
pre-COVID-19 phase) to 3% (in post-COVID-19
phase).

Parallely, social commentators often comment
the Right to Information (RTI) regime to be in
‘existential crisis’ and further uncovering the
cloak on RTI exposes a critical issue within the
institution of dysfunctional information
commissions. As of June 30, 2024, the number of
pending cases crossed the four lakh tally across
29 Information Commission’s (ICs), and eight CIC
posts were vacant (annual report of CIC,
2023-24).

The Indian welfare regime must recover its
capacity for re�exivity and situated knowledge,
elements that are very peculiar to gram sabhas
and frontline bureaucratic discretions. To draw
Rancière’s critique on democracy, we highlight
one major impending concern, that “democracy
depends on whose su�ering is rendered visible
and contestable, not merely computable”. This
concern is further highlighted in Justice D.Y
Chandrachud’s Aadhaar dissent (2018), that
warned precisely against such
decontextualisation of identity which served as a
caution against reducing citizens to
disembedded, machinic data who are devoid of
care, context, or even constitutional assurance in
some cases.

Another instance of algorithmic insulation
Another worrisome trend is the Centralised
Public Grievance Redress and Monitoring
System’s �attening of the federal hierarchies into
ticket-tracking systems. Although it is a novel
initiative resolving tickets and routing complaints
across state agencies, empirical data show that

lakhs of grievances were disposed of between
2022-24. But on a closer examination it might just
be centralising the visibility but not the
responsibility — a form of algorithmic insulation
that renders political accountability increasingly
elusive.

These observations are not to dismiss the value
of such initiatives. Rather, they invite a deeper
conversation on how welfare governance can
evolve for a more resilient and responsive state.
The government should now think along the lines
of ‘democratic antifragility’ so that our systems
built on perfect data and �awless infrastructure
do not fail catastrophically under stress (consider
Taleb’s ‘hyper-integrated systems’).

We need to empower States to design
context-sensitive regimes where federalism and
welfare push for pluralism as a feature.
Institutionalising community-driven impact
audits (as reiterated by the UN Special
Rapporteur on Extreme Poverty), by looping in
the Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan and Gram
Panchayat Development Plans should be the core
target. All States must be made capable to build
platform cooperatives where self-help groups act
as intermediaries; functionally, lessons can be
learnt from Kerala’s Kudumbashree. Civil society
must be incentivised to invest in grass-roots
political education and legal aid clinics in order to
strengthen the community accountability
mechanisms. Lastly, it is time we strengthen and
codify our o�ine fall-back mechanisms, human
feedback safeguards, and statutory bias audits by
embedding the “right to explanation and appeal”
— as proposed by the UN Human Rights for digital
governance systems.

Focus on the citizen
We, as citizens of India, must realise that a
welfare state stripped of democratic deliberations
is a machine that works e�ciently for everyone
except those it is meant to help. For a Viksit
Bharat we will have to reorient digitisation with
democratic and anti-fragile principles so that
citizens become partners in governance, and not
mere entries in a ledger.

The technocratic calculus of India’s welfare state 
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The promise to
deliver social
welfare at scale,
using
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be at the cost of
‘democratic
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A tari� deluge
It is disturbing to read
about the tensions between
the United States and India
on the issue of Russian oil
and trade. The U.S. should
understand one point —
America’s enemy is not

responsibility to be
accommodative and not let
things deteriorate.

Ayyasseri Raveendranath,
Aranmula, Kerala

In Parliament
Parliament must see
discussion, dissent, debate
and fully informed decision,
but what we see now is the
negation of what it is meant
for. The government of the
day has the prime

population of 1.4 billion
people, its interests should
be the centre when
adopting policies. India
must balance its interests,
financially and politically.
R. Bharathi Ravi Varma,
Palani, Tamil Nadu

oil. This is not the first time
that the U.S. is arm-twisting
India. A few years ago, India
was nagged the same way
to drop the use of Iran’s oil
in total. For an
energy-guzzling country
such as India, with a

India’s enemy. Despite this,
if the U.S. still forces India
to forego the use of Russian
oil, India can oblige. But in
reciprocation, the U.S.
should o�set the
discounted amount that
Russia gives to India for its
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New Delhi, Aug. 5: The o�ce premises of 12
“bogus” �rms allegedly cheating a large number
of innocent persons through false crossword
puzzle contests were to-day raided by the Crime
Branch of the Delhi Police in di�erent parts of
the city. “Proprietors” of two such �rms,
Chander Prakash of Rani Bagh and Sarinder
Kumar of Anand Nagar were arrested on charges
of cheating, according to a press note issued by
the Delhi Police. The modus operandi of these
rucketeers was to collect the postal addresses of
a large number of people, the press note said.
The “�rm” would prepare a complete list of
these people with their postal addresses and
despatch literature regarding the crossword
puzzle contest. For the �rst second and third
prize winners, attractive articles such as motor
cycles, tape recorders and transistors were
o�ered as prizes. The puzzle contest would be
so simple that anyone would be able to solve it
without much mental exercise. Once the
contestant despatched his puzzle entry he
would fall in the trap of the racketeer. In due
course of time the �rm would inform all the
contestants that they had won the �rst prize. All
the winners were asked to send Rs. 50 as licence
fee package and postal charges to enable the
�rm to despatch transistors to �rms. In fact, a
very inferior quality locally manufactured
transistor would be sent to each one of them by
VPP for Rs. 125. Invariably, the contestant would
have already shelled out a sum of Rs. 48 to take
delivery of the prize. He would thus be cheated
by over Rs. 100 as the cost of the transistor will
not be more than Rs. 70 to 73.

FIFTY YEARS AGO AUGUST 6, 1975

Police raid ‘bogus’
crossword puzzle �rms 

F R O M T H E A R C H I V E S

Cawnpore, Aug. 5: The All-India Ayurveda
Mahamandal has passed a resolution protesting
against Gandhiji’s remarks on Ayurvedic
physicians, in a recent issue of ‘Young India’,
that the majority of them are mere quacks and
have no humility in them. The Mahamandal
regrets that the statement should have
emanated from the President of the very body
(the Congress) which every year urges that the
indigenous system of medicine should be
revived and encouraged throughout the country.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO AUGUST 6, 1925

Gandhiji on Ayurvedic
physicians 

A
t 8:15 a.m. on August 6,
1945, a nuclear bomb
exploded just above
Hiroshima, instantly

killing at least 70,000 people.
Another 70,000 died of injuries
and radiation sickness before the
year ended. Three days later, a
second weapon exploded over
Nagasaki, killing 40,000 on the
day. In the 80 years since, nuclear
weapons have not been detonated
again in anger even though the
possessor states have swelled from
one to nine, and the number and
sophistication of the weapons has
increased considerably. A norm of
non-use appears to have been
established. However, norms —
shared expectations of behaviour
— are not immutable. Recent
developments including hostilities
involving nuclear possessors, an
undermining of the global
rules-based and treaties-based
order, and nuclear modernisation
are putting the norm of non-use
under immense strain.

Lessons from 1945
Arguably, no one has worked
more passionately to eliminate
nuclear weapons entirely than the
Hibakusha, the survivors of the
atomic attacks. Their testimony
created a powerful moral and
ethical case against nuclear use,
reminding us of the human
consequences of — arguably for
some —  a demonstration of
American resolve and
technological prowess. Yet the
respect that they are accorded
today was hard won. Japan was
under American occupation after
the war, and information on the
e�ects of the nuclear bombings
was suppressed. According to one
survivor from Nagasaki, shortly
after the bombing, U.S. Brig Gen
Thomas Farrell announced that all
those a�ected by the attack had
died and that there were no
continuing e�ects of the bomb.
Relief centres were shut down. An
additional 50,000 people died by
December without understanding
what ailed them.

Knowledge about radiation
sickness became widespread in

Japan only after a �shing boat,
Fukuryu Maru, was accidentally
exposed to nuclear fallout. The
U.S.’s 1954 thermonuclear test,
codenamed Castle Bravo, ended
up twice as powerful as estimated,
spreading radioactive ash well
beyond the o�cially designated
warning zone and to the vessel
�oating 86 miles away from the
test site. All crew members fell
seriously ill from acute radiation
poisoning. Thus it was that nine
years after the bombing of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki that Japan
began to understand the nature of
radiation sickness: the bomb killed
not just by explosion, instantly,
but painfully, over time. The
survivors then grouped together
as the Nihon Hidankyo and fanned
the globe to educate people on the
horrors of their experience.

It is debatable whether the
norm of non-use owes more to the
moral and ethical case against
nuclear use made by the
Hibakusha or by the logic of
nuclear deterrence. ‘What deters’
is a question that has occupied
policymakers for decades. And
while the total number of nuclear
weapons has fallen from their
Cold War peak, today’s nukes are
more sophisticated and designed
for use in a range of situations.
Much money and e�ort has been
spent in developing more
‘useable’ nukes. It is di�cult to
know whether to worry more
about a thermonuclear weapon
that could destroy a city several
times over, or to fear tactical
weapons that are designed to
target a speci�c location with
deadly accuracy. For 80 years we
have decided that nuclear
weapons are beyond the pale: any
nuclear use now would let the
genie out of the bottle.

The norm of non-use
Ultimately, the norm of non-use
rests on a conscious decision to
brand nuclear weapons as
di�erent. There is no legal basis
for the circumscribing of their use.
The Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT) limits the spread of
nukes; the Comprehensive

Nuclear Test Ban Treaty bans
nuclear tests; neither prohibits
use. (The 2017 Treaty on the
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons
has not been signed by any
nuclear possessor.) However, the
NPT’s exhortation to nuclear
states to work towards total
nuclear disarmament “in good
faith” puts the weapons in a
separate category. The
International Court of Justice’s
1996 advisory opinion on nuclear
weapons constrains their use by
stating that the use or threat of use
“would generally be contrary” to
humanitarian and other
international law, even though the
Court was unable to reach a clear
decision on their legality.
Together, these treaties shore up
the norm of non-use, without
legally proscribing them.

Against this backdrop, recent
nuclear threats bandied about by
Russia over Ukraine have severely
tested the special categorisation of
nukes. Closer home, during
Operation Sindoor, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi declared that India
“will not tolerate any nuclear
blackmail”. A “limited” operation
appears to have escalated quickly
to acquire a nuclear element.

We are in�uenced by the
Hibakusha’s testimony today only
because Fukuryu Maru’s
misfortune connected radiation
sickness to nukes. It is also
unlikely to be a coincidence that
the Nihon Hidankyo were awarded
the Nobel Peace Prize in 2024 for
their disarmament e�orts after the
nuclear genie reared its head in
Europe. They had been
nominated multiple times, but it
took almost 70 years for the
survivors’ e�orts to be recognised.

Eighty years after nuclear
weapons were used in anger, we
are in danger of slipping into
complacency over nuclear use. It
took the miscalculation of
America’s thermonuclear test for
the truth about nuclear fallout to
become widely understood. We
should not wait for another
misstep before the dangers of
nuclear miscalculation are
appreciated again.

Eighty years on from Hiroshima 

Priyanjali Malik

writes on politics and

international relations

Recent
developments
are putting the
norm of non-use
under immense
strain

STATE OF PLAY

L
ast week, a special Na-
tional Investigation
Agency (NIA) court ac-

quitted all the seven accused,
including BJP MP Sadhvi Pra-
gya Singh Thakur, in the 2008
Malegaon blasts case. Six peo-
ple were killed and 95 injured
in the bombing that had
struck the Muslim-majority
town in Maharashtra.

The case, which was inves-
tigated by two di�erent agen-
cies, triggered accusations of
‘sa�ron terror’. All the ac-
cused were charged by the
Maharashtra Anti Terrorism
Squad (ATS) in 2008 of being
‘Hindutva extremists’. The
trial was controversial as Rohi-
ni Salian, the former special
public prosecutor, had alleged
in 2015 that the government
had put pressure on her,
through the NIA, to “go soft”
on the accused.

The case was initially
probed by ATS chief Hemant
Karkare, who was gunned
down by terrorists during the
November 26, 2008, terror at-
tack on Mumbai. Eventually, it
was handed over to the NIA.

While acquitting the seven
accused, the court pointed out
several lapses in the investiga-
tion and criticised the NIA for
presenting ‘inconclusive’, ‘un-
reliable’, and ‘legally inadmis-
sible’ evidence. It said that
there were procedural lapses
in the invocation of stringent
laws such as the Maharashtra
Control of Organised Crime
Act, 1999, and the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act,
1967. It added that the investi-
gators had failed to link the
motorcycle, allegedly used in
the crime, to Ms. Thakur; that
there were problems with wit-
ness statements; and that

there was no proof that Lt Col
Prasad Purohit (retired) or the
right-wing out�t, Abhinav
Bharat, was linked to the blast.

In the order, Special Judge
A.K. Lahoti observed, “The
testimony of prosecution wit-
nesses is riddled with material
inconsistencies and contradic-
tions. Such discrepancies un-
dermine the credibility of the
prosecution’s case and fall
short of establishing the guilt
of the accused beyond reason-
able doubt.” While he said that
terrorism has no religion, the
Special Judge also added that a
court cannot convict someone
based on mere perception.

Civil society members were
critical of the verdict given the
allegations that it was politi-
cally driven; and also since it
came on the back of another
verdict acquitting all the ac-
cused in another blast case.

On July 21, the Bombay
High Court acquitted all the 12
accused in the 2006 serial
bomb blasts case. Seven ex-
plosions had ripped through
Mumbai’s local trains on the
evening of July 11, 2006, killing
189 people and seriously injur-
ing 824. The coordinated
blasts had scarred the estimat-
ed 70 lakh people of Mumbai
who use the local trains, often
dubbed the city’s lifeline, ev-
ery day. Many victims feared
taking the local train again.

This case too was riddled
with controversies. While the
Maharashtra ATS, which had
conducted the probe from the
beginning, claimed that the at-
tacks were the handiwork of

the Lashkar-e-Taiba and the
Students’ Islamic Movement
of India, several other investi-
gating agencies, including the
NIA, claimed that the Indian
Mujahideen had carried out
the terror attacks.

While acquitting the 12 ac-
cused, the High Court laid
bare the inconsistencies, loo-
pholes, and lapses in the
probe by the Maharashtra
ATS. It asked how key witness
statements were recorded af-
ter an unexplained delay of
100 days. It questioned the
trustworthiness and credibili-
ty of witnesses, highlighted
deep �aws in both the investi-
gation as well as prosecution,
and demanded to know why
the circumstantial evidence,
such as call detail records,
which the investigators had re-
lied on so much, was incon-
clusive. It pointed out that the
witness statements were de-
layed and inconsistent; that
there were procedural lapses
and coercion allegations
about the confessions re-
trieved; that there was no
proof of actual explosives
used; and that the chain of
custody of the recoveries was
broken. The High Court also
rapped the trial court for the
conviction order.

The judgments on two ter-
ror cases in India have left the
victims, who have had to wait
for nearly two decades for ver-
dicts, without a sense of jus-
tice. The investigations raise
serious questions about In-
dia’s criminal justice system
and speci�cally about the ac-
countability of investigating
agencies. Who are the agen-
cies answerable to, for their
contradictory claims and
shoddy procedures, which
have allowed extremist organ-
isations to get away with such
terrible crimes in Maharash-
tra? And when — if at all they
do — will the victims of these
blasts get a sense of closure?

Justice delayed yet again 
Two recent verdicts speak poorly of state investigating agencies 

Vinaya Deshpande Pandit
vinaya.deshpande@thehindu.co.in

O
n August 1, the draft elec-
toral rolls for Bihar, fol-
lowing the completion of

the Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
exercise, were released. A total of
7.24 crore electors are part of the
latest electoral rolls — over 56 lakh
electors fewer than the rolls pre-
pared in January this year. Accord-
ing to the Election Commission of
India, the voters who are not part
of the August list have died, or are
registered in two locations, or
have permanently migrated out of
Bihar, or are untraceable.

A district-wise analysis of the
August electoral rolls shows that
there was a tendency of a higher
number of deletions from the rolls
in districts with larger Muslim
populations (2011 Census). Chart 1
plots the di�erence in the number
of electors in the August rolls com-
pared to the January rolls, on the
horizontal axis. This serves as a
measure of deletions from the Ja-
nuary rolls. On the vertical axis,
we have plotted the districts’ Mus-
lim population share. In essence,
we have plotted Muslim popula-
tion against deletion in the SIR. 

The chart shows a moderate
positive correlation (Pearson cor-
relation r ≈ 0.43), indicating that
districts with a higher Muslim pop-
ulation generally saw more dele-
tions. But con�rming whether
Muslims were disproportionately
deleted in the revised rolls calls for
a more granular analysis. 

On the other hand, there is ne-
gative correlation (r ≈ -0.46) in the
change in electors compared to
the share of Scheduled Caste (SC)
population, district-wise (Chart
2). That is, districts with a higher
SC population tend to have lower
number of deletions. However, the
earlier note of caution applies to
this case as well.

A district-wise analysis of the
August electoral rolls also shows
that, in general, the higher the pos-
sible number of out-migrants from
a district, the more the number of
deletions from the roll. This con-
�rms one of the ECI’s reasons for
the deletions — out-migration. 

We used female turnout relative
to the electorate in the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections as a proxy to mea-
sure district-wise out-migration in
Bihar. We did this because, in
2024, Bihar stood out among the
States that had a higher female-to-
male voters ratio, despite having a
lower female-to-male electorate ra-
tio (Chart 3). This means that in
Bihar, more women than men
turned out to vote in absolute
numbers even though there were
more registered male electors.
While there might be other factors
explaining this gendered variation,
the di�erence suggests that fewer
men were available to vote despite
being registered. Historically, Bi-
har is one of the largest sources of
out-migration, which could ex-
plain the lower male turnout. 

Chart 4 plots the district-wise
‘out-migration index’ on the verti-
cal axis. This compares women’s
share among all voters (male plus
female) to their share among all
electors in the 2020 polls*. A posi-
tive value indicates more women
voters turned out to vote in com-
parison to men despite higher
male elector registration numbers.
This is what we use as a proxy for
higher out-migration. Chart 4 also
plots the di�erence in the number
of electors on the horizontal axis.
In essence, we plot out-migration
against deletion in the SIR. 

The trend line shows that there
is a moderate positive correlation
(r ≈ 0.40). This means that in dis-
tricts with higher out-migration,
there seems to be more deletion of
electors. However, this does not
mean that deletions occurred ex-
actly along gender lines, to remove
possible male migrants from the
rolls. In a subsequent Data Point,
we will examine the deletions
further in light of these �ndings.

Bihar electoral rolls after SIR show concerning trends
Preliminary analysis hints at higher voter deletions in Muslim-majority districts and possibly high out-migration areas

Sambavi Parthasarathy
Srinivasan Ramani
Nitika Francis 
Vignesh Radhakrishnan
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Arms funding for
Ukraine by certain
Nordic nations

500
In $ million. Sweden,

Denmark, and Norway

will jointly fund a

major U.S. weapons package for Ukraine.

The support includes Patriot air defence

systems, anti-tank weapons, ammunition,

and spares. Sweden alone is contributing

$275 million. AFP

NEWS IN NUMBERS

Acres of crops
submerged in Punjab
after heavy rains

20,000
In

acres.

The

worst-hit subdivision was Fazilka. Farmers

blamed clogged drains and inadequate

pre-monsoon preparation. In some villages

like Tahilwala Bodla, over 1,500 acres were

affected, prompting road blocks. PTI

Japan records hottest
temperature in its
history amid heatwave

41.8
In degrees Celsius. It

was recorded in Isesaki,

Japan on August 5. The

previous national record, set just a week

earlier, stood at 41.2 degree Celsius in the

Hyogo region. The extreme heat has led to

more than 38,000 being hospitalised for

heatstroke and 18 deaths. AFP

Lives lost in Himachal
Pradesh since the
onset of monsoon

192
Since June 20, the State

has witnessed a sharp rise

in fatalities amid ongoing

monsoon devastation. Of these, more than

100 fatalities were from rain-related

disasters like landslides and flash floods,

while 86 were in road accidents. The

estimated losses exceed ₹1,750 crore. ANI

Number of bird
injuries in four days
across Delhi

250
As the skies fill with

kites ahead of

Independence Day,

wildlife groups in Delhi have responded to

nearly 300 distress calls. Daily rescue

operations averaged 50 birds, including

pigeons, parrots, and even peacocks. PTI
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The story so far:

A
report submitted by the
Finance Minister in the Rajya
Sabha states that 5,892 cases
were taken up by the

Enforcement Directorate (ED) under the
Prevention of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) 2002, since 2015. Of these cases,
only 15 convictions have yet been ordered
by special courts. The government claims
that investigations have been initiated in
more or less all cases, and that
Enforcement Case Information Reports
(ECIRs) have been issued to initiate
proceedings. However, these �gures raise
two important aspects. First, that the
number of convictions vis-a-vis total cases
is far from satisfactory and secondly, that
money laundering cases have been rising
signalling that the government has not
been able to check such �nancial crimes.

What is a laundromat?
The term is said to have originated from
the use of laundromats by organised
crime syndicates in the U.S. as cover for
their crimes and under-the-table dealings.
A laundromat is an all-purpose �nancial
vehicle. It may be set up by a bank or any
other company engaged in providing
�nancial services. However, it can also
help clients launder the proceeds of
crime, hide ownership of assets,
embezzle funds from companies, evade
taxes or currency restrictions and move
money o�shore.

How is money laundered?
Money laundering, as de�ned under
Section 3 of PMLA, is an act through
which processes or activities connected to
the proceeds of crime are concealed,
possessed, acquired, or used and
projected as untainted property or
claiming to be untainted property. 

In the �rst stage called placement, the
launderer introduces money into the

�nancial system which might be done by
breaking up large amounts of cash into
smaller sums (a process called smur�ng).
In the second stage, that is layering,
money is shifted to other locations
through investments and transactions.
And �nally in the integration stage, the
laundered money is brought into the
�nancial system through real estate,
business or asset formation etc. The
Supreme Court in P. Chidambaram versus
Enforcement Directorate (2019) held that
hiding the illegal source of money a�ects
the �nancial system and also the
sovereignty and integrity of the nation.
Other impacts of money laundering
include expansion of money supply
which might prove detrimental to
monetary stability of the country

ultimately impacting in�ation. Moreover,
it may also a�ect trading, according to the
Financial Action Task Force (FATF).

When about the PMLA?
In line with the UN Political Declaration
and Global Programme of Action
(adopted by the UN General Assembly in
February 1990), the law has been made to
prevent money laundering and to
con�scate the property involved or
obtained. The most signi�cant part of the
statute is that the burden of proof is on
the accused. Another feature is that the
ECIR is su�cient to initiate proceedings
which has also been reiterated by the
Supreme Court in Vir Bhadra Singh versus
ED (2017) — that no FIR is required to
initiate proceedings under the Act. The

only requirement as per the top court was
that a scheduled o�ence (o�ence against
the state) be essential for the o�ence of
money laundering. However, despite
being such a stringent law, the o�ence has
become rampant. 

What are the issues to be addressed?
The number of money laundering cases is
seriously increasing, questioning the
e�cacy of the implementation of the law.
Moreover, on many occasions, the law has
been abused by authority which has been
seen and referred to by the Supreme
Court as well. In Vijay Madanlal
Chaudhury versus Union of India (2022)
the Court held that to initiate prosecution
under Section 3 of the PMLA, registration
as scheduled o�ence is a pre requisite but
for initiating attachment of property
under Section 5, there need not be a
pre-registered criminal case. This view
has been very often misused by
authorities with politically motivated
intentions. 

It is important that the authorities
follow the recommendations of the FATF
and ensure that money laundering cases
are handled with care and caution so that
misuse could be checked, and genuine
cases reported and investigated properly
to enhance the rate of conviction. Money
laundering is a serious o�ence as it has a
direct linkage with terror activities and is
a major source of terror �nancing. Instead
of political motives, the law should be
used to address the issues and concerns
involved in a genuine manner. Though
India has signed the Double Taxation
Avoidance Agreement (DTAA) with about
85 countries, which helps to check money
laundering, things are not yet in the right
direction and much needs to be done.
These agreements promote the exchange
of �nancial and tax-related information
between tax authorities of participating
countries. This facilitates the enforcement
of tax regulations and helps prevent
illegal activities like tax evasion and
money laundering. 

C. B. P. Srivastava is President of the
Centre for Applied Research in Governance.

How should money laundering be tackled?
What did the Finance Minister report with respect to the number of cases under the Prevention of Money Laundering Act? What are the three stages through

which money is laundered? How will the Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement help to stop illegal transfer of money?
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Money laundering, as defined
under Section 3 of PMLA, is an
act through which processes or
activities connected to the
proceeds of crime are
concealed, possessed,
acquired, or used and
projected as untainted
property or claiming to be
untainted property.

�

The number of money
laundering cases is seriously
increasing, questioning the
e�icacy of the implementation
of the law.

�

Though India has signed the
Double Taxation Avoidance
Agreement (DTAA) with about
85 countries, which helps to
check money laundering,
things are not yet in the right
direction and much needs to
be done.

The story so far:

O
n July 16, the Chinese Ministry
of Public Security (MPS)
announced that an
eight-member police team was

despatched to Croatia for a “joint patrol
mission.” This would be the sixth joint
patrol under the 2017 China-Croatia
Agreement on Police Cooperation. 

What are these joint patrols for? 
As the MPS itself highlighted, o�cers
from China and Croatia have formed
mixed patrol units to address “the safety
concerns of Chinese tourists in Croatia.”
The Chinese Ambassador to Croatia, Qi
Qianjin, said that in 2024, 2,50,000 such
tourists visited Croatia, up 41%
year-on-year. A similar patrol was
launched this time last year, and they
operated in Croatian cities such as Zagreb,
Dubrovnik, Zadar etc. At the time, it was

said that the patrols were to address the
“safety-related concerns” of not just
Chinese tourists, but also Chinese citizens
and overseas Chinese people in Croatia. 

What about other European nations?
The Croatian project is not a one-o�
endeavour of the Chinese state. Under its
2014 Operation, ‘Fox Hunt’, and the
subsequent 2015 umbrella project ‘Sky
Net’, the party-state has developed
extensive policing and surveillance
networks both within and beyond China.
As part of ‘Sky Net’, joint police patrolling
initiatives have been launched with
Serbia, Italy and Hungary. Three
month-long patrols have already been
conducted in Serbia in 2019, 2023, and
2024. In Hungary, the Qingtian County
Public Security Bureau has gone as far as
creating ‘police service centres’ in the
country. Concerns surrounding the
creation of Chinese ‘service centres’ led
Italy to suspend joint police patrols. 

What is China aiming for?
The freedom accorded to Chinese police
mobility in countries abroad has shown
two things — �rst, that there is potential
for o�cers to arrest Chinese dissidents
abroad, and second, that their unchecked
operations can lead to the establishment
of police stations across the world. 

It was discovered in 2023 that China
operated two stations in the cities of
Amsterdam and Rotterdam in the
Netherlands. The-then Chinese foreign
ministry spokesperson said that these
‘service centres’ were merely venues to
assist overseas Chinese nationals to renew
their driving licences and receive physical
check-ups for that purpose. Around the
same time, another media investigation
said that the Chinese police service centre
contacted a Chinese Dutch citizen who
questioned Beijing’s version of the 2020
Galwan Valley clashes with India. If true,
there has been an obvious e�ort by covert
Chinese operatives to target dissidents. 

In April 2023, the FBI arrested two
operatives from a similar ‘service centre’
a�liated with the MPS in Manhattan’s
Chinatown in the U.S. The Justice
Department charged them with
conspiracy to act as agents of the PRC
government, and obstruction of justice
for destroying evidence of their
communications with an MPS o�cial. 

How are countries dealing with this?
The crackdown on covert operations of
the MPS abroad seems to directly
correlate with a particular nation’s
contemporary relations with China. In the
U.S., Chinese espionage has been a topic
of grave concern for a while. But as access
to Chinese tourists, academics and
o�cials visiting the U.S. has become
restricted amid trade related tensions, the
discovery of such covert operations has
led U.S. authorities to take public action. 

But in places like Mongolia, Serbia and
Croatia, the policing programme, so far,
has yielded no public investigations.
These nations boast of enhancing
economic and security ties with China. As
long as ties with Beijing focus on resolving
economic tensions and technological
disputes, the issue of transnational
repression is likely to take a back seat —
unless the degree of surveillance rises to
the level that it harms national and/ or
European security. 

Anushka Saxena is with The Takshashila
Institution.

How is China extending its
policing network overseas? 
What are the joint patrols under the 2017 China-Croatia Agreement on Police Cooperation for?

Anushka Saxena
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O�icers from China and Croatia
have formed mixed patrol units
to address “the safety concerns
of Chinese tourists in Croatia.”

�

It was discovered in 2023 that
China operated two ‘service
stations’ in the cities of
Amsterdam and Rotterdam in
the Netherlands.

�

In April 2023, the FBI arrested
two operatives from a similar
‘service centre’ a�iliated with
the MPS in Manhattan’s
Chinatown in the U.S.
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Text & Context, please write to
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with the subject ‘Text & Context’

X

QUESTION 1

What are the names of the
two types of atomic bombs
that were dropped in
Hiroshima and Nagasaki?
X

QUESTION 2

What was the research
programme called, that was
undertaken during World
War II to produce the first
nuclear weapons?
X

QUESTION 3

What was the Franck
Report?
X

QUESTION 4

This was a secret

agreement between the
U.K. and the U.S.
outlining the terms for
coordinated
development of the
science and
engineering related to
nuclear energy and
specifically nuclear
weapons. It was signed
by Winston Churchill
and Franklin D.
Roosevelt. What was
this called?
X

QUESTION 5

What is the Japanese
term used to define a
‘bombing survivor’ or a
‘person a�ected by
exposure to
radioactivity’?

Questions and Answers to the previous day’s

daily quiz: 1. This decision by the Bangladesh high
court triggered the students’ protests that led to the
fall of the government. Ans: Reinstating 30%

reservation for descendants of freedom fighters

2. The banner under which students were
protesting. Ans: Students Against Discrimination 

3. The derogatory word used to denote people who
helped Pakistani troops during the Liberation War in
1971. Ans: Razakars

4. Name the organisation and economic instrument
it was based on set up by Muhammad Yunus. Ans:

Grameen Bank; Microfinance 

5. Name the court in Bangladesh that began the trial
of Ms. Hasina over crimes against humanity. Ans:

International Crimes Tribunal

Visual: This building was razed by a mob on
February 6. Name the person who used to reside
here. Ans: 32, Dhanmondi; Sheikh Mujibur

Rahman

Early Birds: Siddhartha Viswanathan| Arun Kumar
Singh| Pranab Biswas| Tito Shiladitya| Sukdev Shet

THE DAILY QUIZ

On August 6 and 9, 1945, the U.S. detonated two atomic bombs over the Japanese
cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, respectively. Here is a quiz on the bombings

X

Visual question:

Identify this person and how was he connected to the bombings? FILE PHOTO

Please send in your answers to 

dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

Sindhu Nagaraj

“Hi. Haven’t seen you in a while. Where
have you been?”

“Busy studying. Did you watch the
men’s �nal?”

“No. I knew....”
“....you didn’t watch the �nal! That’s

unbelievable.”
“I knew Sampras was going to zap

Pioline, so....”
“....he was going to what?”
“Z..a..p. It rhymes with map, cap, and

tap. To zap someone means to defeat
someone badly. For example, Sampras
zapped Pioline to claim his tenth Grand
Slam title.”

“Can I say, my team got zapped 10–1 in
a friendly football game?”

“You certainly can. Your team always
gets zapped. Nothing unusual in that.”

“That’s true. Maybe, the coach should
zap you guys.”

“Our coach should zap us? You mean
he should defeat us?”

“No, no. In this case, the word zap
means to criticise someone severely.”

“So the word zap has more than one
meaning?”

“That’s right. Here’s an example. I was
late for work and my boss zapped me.”

“Meaning your boss scolded you.”
“Exactly!”
“Can I say, my mother zapped me for

coming home late last night?”
“You certainly can. Whenever the

Indian team doesn’t perform well, it gets
zapped by the press.”

“That’s true. Why did your mother zap
you last night? Where did you go?”

“I went to meet Gopa. He wanted to....”
“....I didn’t know, that yoyo was back in

town.”
“The what?”
“Yoyo! Both the o’s are pronounced

like the o in cone, bone, and phone. And
the stress is on the �rst syllable.”

“All that is �ne. But what does yoyo
mean?”

“The word is often used in informal
American English to mean a stupid or silly
person. For example, the yoyo in purple
trousers is my boss’ son.”

“Your boss’ son wears purple
trousers?”

“Sometimes. Here’s another example.
My...”

“....let me give an example. There’s
some yoyo at the door. He says he wants
to meet you. Sounds OK?”

“Sounds good to me. What did that
yoyo Gopa want?”

“Nothing much. He was zapping his
boss for not giving him a raise.”

“Nobody will give that yoyo a raise.
He’s lucky to have a job.”

“Just like you!”
“What do you mean?”
“Even your boss refuses to give you a

raise. I guess you and Gopa have
something in common after all. Ha! Ha!”

Published in The Hindu on July 22, 1997.

Know your
English
K. Subrahmanian 
S. Upendran

FROM THE ARCHIVESH
ave you ever noticed how an
airstrike in Mumbai triggers
national outrage, but a similar
attack in Kashmir rarely

breaks through the noise? We’re so
accustomed to hearing about violence
there that it barely feels like news. It’s as if
deaths in these regions are already
anticipated and normalised. These aren’t
just accidents of geography. They are
symptoms of a deeper system, a politics
that decides whose lives are worth
grieving and whose deaths are simply
part of the landscape.

Necropolitics is the use of political
power to determine who is allowed to live
and who can be made to die. It describes
how states and institutions manage death
by exposing certain populations, such as
refugees, the poor, or racialised
communities, to violence, abandonment,
or structural neglect. 

Coined by Cameroonian historian
Achille Mbembe in a 2003 essay and later
expanded in his book Necropolitics (2019),
the concept builds on Michel Foucault’s
notion of biopolitics but shifts the focus.
While biopolitics is concerned with
managing life and populations,
necropolitics interrogates the power to let
people die, deciding who is disposable,
who may be sacri�ced, and whose
su�ering is structurally ignored.

Biopolitics versus necropolitics
Foucault traces how the organisation of
power changed over time: from sovereign
power, where rulers exercised authority
through public spectacles of death, to
disciplinary power, which works through
institutions like schools and prisons to
train individuals using surveillance and
routine. This evolved into biopower — the
control of entire populations through the
optimisation of life via vaccination,
sanitation, census-taking, and
reproductive governance. Biopower
appears progressive, but as Foucault
warned, it carries within it the power to
“make live and let die.”

Mbembe takes this further. He asks: if
biopolitics is truly about preserving life,
why are so many still dying? Why are
certain lives treated as expendable?
Biopolitics tells only half the story. The
other half is necropolitics, the deliberate
exposure of certain populations to death,
not by accident but by design. While
biopolitics governs life, necropolitics
governs death. It does not merely ignore
su�ering; it produces it with calculated
precision. Necropolitics is not about
letting people die, but about making them
die.

Unlike sovereign power, necropolitics
does not rely on the will of a single ruler.
It operates through policies, institutions,
and global indi�erence that erases the
value of some lives. These lives are
stripped of dignity, reduced to statistics,
and rendered disposable. This logic,
Mbembe argues, has deep colonial roots.
Consider the Bengal famine of 1943.
Millions died not due to a lack of food, but
because British colonial policies
prioritised imperial interests over Indian
lives. Death was systemic, not accidental.
People were treated as tools for the
empire, valued only in relation to others’
survival.

In necropolitical systems, people are

not killed through spectacle but through
slow, structural abandonment. Death is
normalised and bodies become data. The
people, whether in borders, refugee
camps, or detention centres, are
managed, contained, and forgotten. For
instance, during the HIV/AIDS crisis of the
1980s and ’90s, queer people, especially
Black, brown, trans, and working-class
individuals, were abandoned by
healthcare systems and denied dignity. As
scholars like Judith Butler and Jasbir Puar
note, only queer lives made respectable
through whiteness or middle-class
identity were grieved. 

Puar calls this queer necropolitics,
where some queer lives are protected
while others are left to die.

Characteristics of necropolitics
Necropolitics operates through several
de�ning features that together create a
system where certain lives are
systematically devalued. First, state terror

suppresses dissent through surveillance,
violence, imprisonment, or elimination,
even within democracies. Second, states
collaborate with private militias or
criminal groups, blurring the line
between state and non-state violence.
Third, enmity becomes a governing
principle, making the right to kill a
measure of authority. Fourth, war and
terror become self-sustaining economies,
fuelling global surveillance and arms
markets. Fifth, active predation of certain
social groups displaces entire
communities, as seen in resource
extraction projects. Sixth, death is
administered in varied forms like torture,
drone strikes, starvation, and
disappearance. Finally, these acts are
morally justi�ed through ideologies like
nationalism, religion, or utilitarianism.

Creating a state of exception
Necropolitics is sustained not only
through violence but through the

systematic invention of enemies. Modern
states are driven by the desire for an
enemy onto whom fear and blame can be
projected. This enemy need not be real —
the fantasy alone justi�es surveillance,
exclusion, and elimination. In neoliberal
regimes, the threat turns inward,
prompting expanded policing and
emergency laws that target not just the
accused but also those who resemble
them.

Italian philosopher Giorgio Agamben
calls this condition the state of exception,
when the law suspends itself in the name
of preserving itself. Mbembe expands this
to show how, for many populations, the
exception is not temporary but
permanent.

In such spaces, legality becomes
hollow and rights are applied selectively.
What governs is not justice but logistics,
such as who gets care, who receives
compensation, who can cross a border,
and who is punished for trying. These
decisions may seem administrative, but
they are deeply necropolitical, revealing
how life and death are unequally
distributed.

The living dead
Mbembe also introduces a haunting
concept within necropolitical thought —
the living dead: people who are not killed
outright but are forced to live in
conditions so degraded, unstable, and
violent that life becomes a slow,
continuous dying. These are individuals
and communities who may remain
biologically alive but are stripped of
political, social, and moral recognition.

We saw this during India’s COVID-19
lockdown, when migrant workers were
left to walk for days without food, shelter,
or transport. Many collapsed and died on
highways or railway tracks, not from the
virus, but from state neglect. Their deaths
were quietly processed and
bureaucratically explained and largely
unmourned.

Mbembe calls these zones death
worlds — spaces where populations are
exposed to abandonment or sudden
violence. Drawing from Agamben’s “state
of exception,” Mbembe shows how these
spaces operate outside the usual rule of
law. Here, death is not a breakdown of
governance but its very method.

Gaza is one of the starkest examples.
After the Hamas attack on October 7,
2023, Israeli strikes �attened hospitals,
aid centres, and homes. Even the deaths
of children were dismissed as collateral
damage. The silence that followed reveals
necropolitics at its clearest: some deaths
are not just permitted but framed as
necessary for political strategy and
national security.

In everyday life
Necropolitics does not always come with
bombs or guns. More often, it takes the
form of law, policy, and bureaucracy —
sterilisation drives targeting Dalit and
Adivasi women, police databases that
pro�le Muslim names or Black people,
drone strikes that label civilians as
“targets,” or detention centres where
children sleep on cold �oors. These are
not failures of a protective system, but
features of one designed to discard.

It also exists in silence — in the world,
including states and global institutions —
looking away as thousands of civilians,
including women and children, are killed
in places like Gaza, while the rest of us
carry on with our daily lives.
Necropolitics is not con�ned to war
zones. It thrives in the slow violence of
poverty, caste, racism, and displacement.

So, if power today functions through
abandonment and death, what does
resistance look like? The goal must not
simply be to survive, but to live lives that
are recognised, valued, and grieved.

Rebecca Rose Varghese is a freelance
journalist.

Necropolitics: who is allowed
to live and who may die 
Necropolitics is a theory that examines how modern nation states determine whose lives are disposable and

may be sacri�ced in the name of security, threat, or political control 

Sanctioned death: A man who was shot while seeking food aid at an Israeli and U.S.-backed
distribution point, is carried on a motorcycle in the central Gaza Strip on July 27. AFP

Rebecca Rose Varghese
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advanced biofuels derived from municipal
waste, agricultural residues, and non-edible
crops.

India’s Ethanol Revolution and Global
Leadership
India presents a contrasting but instructive
example. The country has aggressively expand-
ed its ethanol blending program, moving from
5 per cent in 2014 to nearly 20 per cent by 2025,
facilitated by policy incentives, guaranteed pro-
curement, and improved sugarcane productiv-
ity. According to Indian Government reports
and media sources like The Times of India, this
transition has saved substantial foreign
exchange and reduced vehicular emissions.
India is also promoting non-food feedstocks
such as jatropha and sweet sorghum for
biodiesel, although adoption has lagged behind
expectations due to agronomic and econom-
ic constraints. Importantly, India spearheaded
the launch of the Global Biofuels Alliance
during its G20 presidency in 2023, aiming to
create harmonised sustainability standards and
support R&D collaboration among member
countries.

Amity University’s Contribution to
Biofuel Innovation
Amity University is at the forefront of biofuel
research and innovation, contributing to India’s
clean energy mission. Across its campuses,
researchers are working on second-generation
biofuels derived from agricultural residues,
microalgae, and industrial waste to produce
ethanol, biodiesel, and biohydrogen.

Amity has developed technologies in micro-
bial fermentation for lignocellulosic ethanol
production, biogas generation from agro-
waste, and enzymatic transesterification for
biodiesel. Collaborative projects with industry
and international agencies have focused on val-
orization of biowaste, including algal biomass
for aviation biofuels. Multiple patents filed by
Amity researchers on novel biofuel production
methods, alongside high-impact publications,
demonstrate its unique contributions in sus-
tainable energy research. These initiatives
align with India’s ethanol blending targets and
global efforts to accelerate the transition to low-
carbon fuels.

Sustainability Concerns and
Environmental Risks
Nevertheless, challenges abound, particularly
in emerging economies where governance
mechanisms to ensure sustainable sourcing are
still developing. Reports from investigative jour-
nalism and non-profit groups, such as a 2024
Associated Press exposé, highlight deforesta-
tion in Indonesia’s Papua and Kalimantan
provinces where vast tracts of forest are being
cleared for sugarcane ethanol plantations. Such
land-use changes could release over 300
million tonnes of CO2 — undermining the very
climate benefits biofuels aim to deliver. These

cases exemplify the need for better land-use
monitoring, lifecycle carbon accounting, and
binding sustainability regulations at both
national and international levels.

Needed Policy Reforms for a
Sustainable Future
To close the gap between biofuel potential and
reality, several policy reforms are necessary.
First, Governments should prioritize investment
in advanced feedstock supply chains and
associated technologies. This includes support-
ing R&D, pilot projects, and scale-up funding
for cellulosic ethanol, biomass-to-liquid fuels
(BTL), and algae-based biofuels. Tiered blend-
ing mandates — where higher incentives are
provided for low-carbon feedstocks — can redi-
rect market demand away from conventional
crops toward waste and residue-based options.

Second, sustainability safeguards must be
strengthened. Lifecycle emissions, including
ILUC, must be factored into carbon accounting.
Land-use monitoring systems such as satellite-
based platforms and blockchain-based trace-
ability tools should be deployed to ensure com-
pliance and transparency. Such systems are
already being piloted in the EU and could be
adopted globally via multilateral agreements
or platforms like the Global Biofuels Alliance.

Third, market signals must be improved. This
includes reforming the RIN system in the US to
provide price stability, phasing out small refin-
ery exemptions that distort the market, and
introducing price floors for advanced biofuels
to de-risk investment. Expanding the collection
and aggregation of waste oils and residues can
also increase feedstock availability, especial-
ly in urban settings. Additionally, marginal or
degraded lands should be utilised for cultivat-
ing non-edible energy crops like miscanthus,
switchgrass, and pongamia.

Aligning Ambition with Action
International cooperation will be key.
Harmonised sustainability standards, data-
sharing, and capacity-building in the Global
South can accelerate the shift to sustainable bio-
fuels without repeating past mistakes. The
Global Biofuels Alliance, with India, Brazil, the
US, and other major players at the helm, can
play a pivotal role in this transformation. It offers
a platform for aligning targets, certifying prac-
tices, and coordinating investment in next-gen-
eration biofuel pathways.

In conclusion, the future of biofuels hinges
on the successful deployment of sustainable
feedstocks and the smart design of policies that
reward low-carbon, high-impact solutions.
First-generation feedstocks will continue to play
a role in the short term, but their environmen-
tal and social costs limit long-term scalability.
The next frontier lies in expanding advanced
feedstocks, enforcing robust sustainability
norms, and fostering international alignment
to ensure that biofuels serve as a genuine solu-
tion in the global climate and energy transition.

Editor’s  

India has emerged as a potent regional power in the Indian
subcontinent and has successfully built connections with
several countries in the region. Its “Act East” policy has reaped
rich dividends and has forged alliances with ASEAN countries.
Philippine President Ferdinand “Bongbong” Marcos Jr’s state
visit to India should be seen in this light. In a friendly
diplomatic gesture marking the 75th anniversary of ties
between the two nations, the Philippine President is on a five-
day state visit to India from August 4 to 8, 2025. This is his first
visit to India as President and comes at a time of deepening
regional realignments and growing convergence between New
Delhi and Manila. The visit signals a shared intent to strengthen
cooperation across strategic, economic, and cultural spheres,
and gives fresh momentum to a bilateral relationship that has
remained steady, if understated, for decades. President
Marcos’s visit follows closely after a historic joint naval operation
in the South China Sea — the first of its kind — where Indian
warships sailed alongside Philippine vessels within the
Philippines’ Exclusive Economic Zone. This symbolic and
strategic cooperation underlines a new chapter in defence ties,
particularly as the Philippines seeks to modernise its armed
forces amid rising regional tensions.

India, having already supplied BrahMos supersonic missile
systems in a landmark $375 million deal, is now expected to
explore further military cooperation, including technology
transfers, coastal surveillance, and joint patrols. Beyond
defence, the agenda during the visit covers a wide arc — from
trade and investment to science, education, and cultural
exchange. In recent years, bilateral trade has crossed the $3
billion mark, with India exporting pharmaceuticals, IT services,
engineering goods, and textiles, while importing electronics
and minerals from the Philippines. Diplomatic ties between the
two countries date back to November 1949, followed by the
Treaty of Friendship in 1952. India’s growing stature in Asia and
the Philippines’ strategic importance converged in the
framework of India’s “Look East” policy, which later evolved into
the more dynamic “Act East” policy under Prime Minister Modi
— a policy that receives a significant boost from President
Marcos’s visit. For India, the Philippines is a key partner in its
Indo-Pacific vision. Strategically located at the maritime
crossroads of Southeast Asia, the Philippines sits adjacent to key
shipping routes and plays a vital role in shaping the balance of
power in the South China Sea — one of the world’s most
contested and economically critical waterways. Moreover, it
shares India’s security concerns and is equally wary of China
becoming a dominant force in the South China Sea. In recent
years, both nations have voiced support for international law,
particularly the 2016 arbitration ruling that invalidated China’s
expansive maritime claims. The Philippines is an indispensable
node in India’s outreach to ASEAN and its broader Indo-Pacific
strategy. India and the Philippines are discovering a compelling
logic to walk together — not merely as friends from the past, but
as partners shaping the future of the Indo-Pacific.

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr’s first state visit to
India marks a key moment in the 75-year

India–Philippines partnership

A boost to India’s 
‘Act East Policy’

Modi’s ‘Charcha’ under scrutiny
I am writing this under the shadow of Irving Berlin’s quote
— “Never hate a song that has sold half a million copies.”
In what can only be called an irony, PM Modi’s Pariksha
Pe Charcha has officially entered the Guinness World
Records for the “most people registered on a citizen
engagement platform in one month”, with a staggering
3.53 crore valid registrations on the MyGov platform. That
being so, I am nobody to question the statistic. But, as they
say, “Statistics don’t lie — but they don’t sit well either.”

Modi, as we know, does not exhibit a propensity for
charcha (discussion) with anyone. Hence, his eagerness
to engage with students raises eyebrows. He is, after all,
known for possessing a Master’s in “Entire Political
Science”, a subject that does not exist in Gujarat
University’s curriculum. 

Equally ironic is the fact that under the BJP’s watch, a
prestigious exam like NEET could not be conducted fairly.
Other competitive exams, too, have been mired in alle-
gations — from paper leaks to harassment of girl students.
The purported aim of Pariksha Pe Charcha is to reduce
exam stress. But the reality is far from Modi’s stage-
managed dialogues with students and parents. A Prime
Minister with no verifiable formal education ought not
to guide millions of aspirants. Physician, heal thyself.

AVINASH GODBOLEY |  MADHYA PRADESH

Indian Football eyes revival
Indian football direly requires a fresh impetus and new
direction. Therefore, whether or not newly appointed
head coach Khalid Jamil will meet the expectations of
lakhs of fans is a matter of speculation. 

Jamil has a very good track record as a coach, but he
will soon learn that coaching Indian football is altogeth-
er a different ball game — unlike managing Aizawl FC
or Jamshedpur FC.

India has performed poorly in the Asia Cup qualifiers
so far, and the only consoling factor is that under Jamil,
the fortune of the country’s football can only look up.
The Central Asian Football Association (CAFA) Nations
Cup in Tajikistan and Uzbekistan will be the first step
for Jamil, where defending champions Iran and
Tajikistan will pose a tough challenge for India before
the big double-header Asia Cup qualifiers against
Singapore in October.

Having represented India in 40 matches as a mid-
fielder, the new coach should know well that football
is all about tactics and team effort. The first Indian to
coach India after Savio Medeira in 2011-12, Jamil’s grass-
roots connection will be a big boost when he takes
control of the “Blue Tigers” — the Indian national foot-
ball team.

GANAPATHI BHAT  |  AKOLA

Test Cricket triumphs again
Even those cricket pundits who keep reiterating that
Test cricket is fast fading would have been on the edge
of their seats, biting their nails with adrenaline gushing
— watching India and England play one of the most
thrilling Test matches ever in the history of cricket!

The morning session of the fifth day of the last Test
of this extraordinary series had everything — the tension,
the pressure, thrill, chill, and suspense that even ODIs
and T20s don’t often have! Siraj, the bowler who shed
tears in the Lord’s tragedy, cried with joy at the Oval
as he took the final wicket, taking his team to a historic
win and levelling the series with pride. This young team,
led by the dynamic Shubman Gill, is sure to stay for long,
and the experience they have gained in England is sure
to yield more success in future. Along with both
teams, it was Test cricket that truly won. Whether it was
Leeds, Edgbaston, Lord’s, Manchester or the Oval,
there was never a dull moment, with players from both
teams displaying their best. Even injured players — Pant,
Bashir, and Woakes — ignoring their pain, fought like
warriors for their respective teams! The series, especial-
ly the Oval Test, will be remembered forever. As the BBC
puts it — none will match what we have witnessed over
the past seven weeks. What a series!
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The Promise and the Challenge of
Biofuels
Biofuels have become a critical component of
global efforts to decarbonize transportation and
reduce reliance on fossil fuels. Central to this tran-
sition are biofuel feedstocks — the raw materi-
als used to produce bioethanol, biodiesel,
renewable diesel, and aviation biofuels.
Currently, the dominant feedstocks include
first-generation crops such as corn, sugarcane,
soy, rapeseed, and palm oil, which are energy-
dense but raise sustainability concerns. On the
other hand, used cooking oil (UCO), waste
animal fats, and lignocellulosic biomass offer
more sustainable alternatives, but their supply
is limited. According to the International Energy
Agency (IEA), the availability of waste and
residue feedstocks is constrained globally, and
large-scale production of cellulosic biofuels is still
nascent despite decades of R&D. 

Growing Demand and Feedstock
Bottlenecks
Demand for biofuels continues to surge. IEA esti-
mates project that global biofuel production will
grow by 30 per cent between 2023 and 2028,
reaching nearly 200 billion liters. Much of this
growth will be driven by renewable diesel and
sustainable aviation fuel, particularly in the
United States, European Union, Brazil, and
Indonesia. However, this trajectory implies a
sharp increase in feedstock demand, with pro-
jections suggesting over 700 million tonnes of
feedstock may be required by 2030. This creates
a growing mismatch between biofuel policy
ambitions and available sustainable biomass,
underscoring the urgent need to diversify feed-
stocks and reform policies to promote more
resilient supply chains.

Biofuel Policy in the United States:
Progress and Limitations
In the United States, biofuel policy is primarily
governed by the Renewable Fuel Standard
(RFS), introduced through the Energy Policy Acts
of 2005 and 2007. It mandates blending levels
of up to 36 billion gallons per year by 2022, includ-
ing significant volumes from advanced and cel-
lulosic sources. Yet, cellulosic biofuels have con-
sistently fallen short of their targets due to eco-
nomic and technical hurdles. Recent US
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) updates
have raised annual Renewable Identification
Number (RIN) targets for cellulosic and biomass-
based diesel fuels, with 2025 targets including
1.38 billion RINs for cellulosic biofuels and over
4.45 billion gallons for biomass diesel. However,
compliance has been challenged by small refin-
ery exemptions, volatile market signals, and an
underdeveloped supply of advanced feedstocks.
To address these gaps, the US biofuel industry
has pushed for stronger mandates. In April 2025,
industry coalitions proposed a biomass-based
diesel blending target of 5.25 billion gallons for
2026 — up from 3.35 billion in 2025. EPA has also
proposed assigning lower RIN values to import-
ed fuels (50 per cent) compared to domestic feed-
stocks (100 per cent), a move aimed at enhanc-
ing national energy security and incentivising
local production. Nonetheless, critics argue
that the policy still favors conventional feedstocks
and fails to provide sufficient support for truly
low-carbon alternatives like algae, agricultural
residues, or woody biomass.

The European Union’s Sustainability-
Focused Approach
The European Union has taken a more sustain-
ability-centered approach. The Renewable
Energy Directive (RED) initially aimed for a 10 per
cent renewable energy share in transport fuels
by 2020, later expanded under RED II and RED
III. The EU has implemented stringent sustain-
ability criteria to reduce the indirect land-use
change (ILUC) impacts associated with biofuel
crops. As a result, the EU is gradually phasing out
palm oil and soybean-based biodiesel due to
their links to deforestation and biodiversity loss.
Increasingly, the focus is shifting toward
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The editorial on the cities turning

into lakes (5-8-25) conveys the

concern of every citizen living in

such makeshift lakes. The process

of reclaiming water areas for the

expansion of townships has been

taking place since the pre-

Independence era. But with the

speed and scale now having

assumed unimaginable

proportions, the magnitude of the

issue has become a matter of

national concern.

The situation is being

encashed by a syndicate of

politicians, realtors, and officials,

leaving people to face the

consequences on their own. When

public pressure mounts, some

projects — again lucrative — are

taken up, usually haphazardly

planned, lacking quality, and

failing to offer lasting solutions.

Most water bodies have been

converted into colonies, gated

communities with skyscrapers,

industrial estates, or institutions

owned by powerful individuals.

India has enough brilliant minds

and technocrats to propose and

execute lasting solutions —

including effective drainage and

water storage systems. Natural

drains should be identified,

protected, and their functioning

studied globally for

implementation here. 

At least 50 per cent of the cost

of relief work should be

recovered from those who

illegally occupied water areas.

Officials who granted permissions

must also bear accountability.

Statutory provisions should be

enacted to revive and preserve

existing water bodies. People’s

committees must be formed to

safeguard these natural assets

from commercial exploitation.
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prominent corruption: entire towns had
ghost infrastructure, supplies and doors
were stolen, and restrooms “exist[ed] only
on paper.” A ̀ 540 crore scam was discov-
ered by one investigation in Madhya
Pradesh alone, where 4.5 lakh promised
restrooms were never constructed. It was
discovered that many public restrooms
were either located adjacent to garbage
dumps or were inoperable (lacked a
water supply). To put it briefly, the objec-
tive was essentially rendered untenable
due to “poor implementation and wide-
spread corruption,” turning it into “a polit-
ical slogan.”
AMRUT: AMRUT, which was formerly
praised for saving infrastructure, is also
displaying flaws. Opposition leaders
openly call it “a victim of corruption,”
alleging that labour has been done “just
for paperwork” and that funds have
been embezzled. Projects to address
flooding and water-logging have even
fallen short. For instance, Sirsa, Haryana,
saw worsening waterlogging despite
officials spending ̀ 40 crore on drainage
lines under AMRUT. The situation varies
throughout India: numerous municipal-
ities have abandoned AMRUT programs.
Due to impending deadlines, 163 projects
in Kerala totalling about `900 crore
were “way behind schedule.” Out of the
fourteen planned sewage treatment

plants, only two were finished. Central
grants could be lost if construction isn’t
completed on time, and local govern-
ments would be responsible for paying
for it. In short, AMRUT’s headline targets
are far from achieved, and its rollout has
largely benefited contractors rather than
citizens.
Smart Cities Mission: The goal of this `2-
lakh-crore program was to use green and
tech projects to change 100 cities.
However, as of April 2025, government
statistics showed that only 7,549 of the
8,067 tendered projects had been com-
pleted, leaving 518 projects (worth ̀ 13,142
crore) unfinished. Parks and transit
improvements are promised in several of
the unbuilt projects. According to
observers, finished “smart” initiatives fre-
quently benefit the wealthy (upmarket
neighbourhoods, IT centres), while the
impoverished reap little rewards. 
The key findings are: Common problems

that arise in all of these projects include cor-
ruption, a lack of openness, and unfulfilled
goals.

Top-down planning has overlooked local
needs. Entire villages were found to have
7.85 million constructed toilets that were
essentially worthless during floods during
the Swachh Bharat investigation. 

The impoverished usually bear the con-
sequences, even when policy documents

speak of “inclusive” and “sustainable”
cities. Take Delhi, where 20-30 per cent of
the city’s population lives in slum bastis, but
making up only 0.5 per cent of the land.
However, under the guise of “development”
or “municipal beautification,” significant
demolitions take place every few months.
A new estimate claims that 278,796 individ-
uals were forcibly evicted from Delhi’s
slums in 2023 alone. Residents complain
about being referred to as unlawful
“encroachments” and having their home
demolished without cause, even though
court rulings forbid indiscriminate evictions.
The poorest neighbourhoods are usually
uprooted during these clearance cam-
paigns, which frequently align with infra-
structure projects like new highways or
metro lines that are presented as mod-
ernising the metropolis. Slum dwellers fre-
quently have to fumble to gather identifi-
cation documents and receipts — even as
little as invoices from internet purchases —
in order to demonstrate their eligibility to
remain. The outcome is clear: social inequal-
ity and environmental “upgrades” fre-
quently coexist.

Who Really Benefits? 
In reality, urban “greening” has mostly ben-
efited investors and the urban middle
class, but its advantages for equity, sanita-
tion, and climate resilience are still minimal.

Many of the expected outcomes, including
ODF certification, clean rivers, and flood-safe
housing, have yet to materialise despite bil-
lions of dollars being spent. Independent
audits characterise major schemes as being
rife with fraud and incomplete develop-
ment. Many of the expected outcomes,
including ODF certification, clean rivers, and
flood-safe housing, have yet to materialise
despite billions of dollars being spent.
Independent audits characterise major
schemes as being rife with fraud and
incomplete development.

Truth About Electric Corridors
Another recent example is the campaign for
electric vehicle (EV) zones in places like
Bengaluru, Delhi, and Pune. Despite their
intended goal of lowering air pollution,
these zones frequently have exclusionary
rules, including prohibiting older cars or
requiring payment to enter low-emission
zones. Workers in the unorganised sector
who utilise diesel cars for goods transporta-
tion or autorickshaws for last-mile commut-
ing risk economic penalties.

The Way Forward
A truly sustainable city must combine eco-
logical health and social fairness, not just
display trees and Tesla charging stations. To
reduce the growing green divide, urban
planners must include Social Impact
Assessments (SIAs) in all green infrastructure
projects.
This would guarantee that rehabilitation and
resettlement plans are developed through
real community involvement rather 
than token efforts. Low-income housing
must be required in green zones in order
to avoid demographic exclusion. In 
order to enable Ward Committees, Resident
Welfare Associations (RWAs) and 
neighbourhood organisations to collaborate
on eco-projects, governance must become
more participatory. 
Adopting participatory budgeting will guar-
antee that green funding represents the
interests of all socioeconomic groups. It is
imperative that informal livelihoods, like
those of street sellers and garbage recyclers,
be officially acknowledged and incorporat-
ed into sustainability programs with financ-
ing availability. Finally, the shift to electric
vehicles (EVs) needs to be fair. 
Governments should install reasonably
priced EV infrastructure in underserved
urban areas and provide low-income drivers
with training and subsidies. Then and only
then can sustainability benefit people
rather than replace them.

It has been precedential that ruling political
parties, at the Centre, appoint their party
leaders as Governors and Lieutenant Governors.
It is either to placate an ageing leader, sideline
him or her, or relate it to the political realities
at the ground levels in the state or Union
Territory (UT) to which the nominee belongs. 
Unfortunately, merit, in the form of stature and
expertise in matters related to admin-
istration and Constitutional nitty-
gritty, has been a serious casualty.
Using Raj Bhawan as the centre of
political machinations by the ruling
parties, either to upset the opposition ruled
states/UTs or further their political interests, has
been the favourite pastime of successive polit-
ical parties ruling in the Centre. But it has
become more pronounced and taken a serious
turn by the day. So, the appointment of senior
BJP leader of Jammu and Kashmir, a former
Speaker of the Assembly and ex-Deputy Chief
Minister, Mr Kavinder Gupta, as Lt Governor of
Ladakh, is just in line with this culture. Ever since
coming into being as a UT, he has been the first
politician to be the LG. 

To that extent, it is a welcome move given the
fact that Ladakh is faced with a public movement
for political empowerment and protection of
domicile rights. It will be a real test of his
prowess at dealing with such a situation, rising
above the political interests of the political party
to which he once belonged. Will he be able to
do it? How much space will the top-heavy Centre
grant a middle-rung BJP leader like him to act
on the ground? It is difficult to answer these
questions straightway for the simple reason that
he neither has the stature nor political stand-
ing, like his BJP predecessors in J&K such as
former Union Minister, Prof Chaman Lal Gupta,
Mr Rishi Kumar Kaushal or Babu Parmanand, nor
proven administrative track record of dealing
with high-intensity public/political disputes. 

Fact of the matter that he belongs to Jammu
region which has during the past decade or so
become the BJP’s citadel and mini laboratory of
Hindutva, and is currently in the grip of anti-
incumbency due to unfulfilled promises, and
that he belongs to the Mahajan community, a
core of BJP’s support base in the region, makes
Mr Gupta’s elevation more interesting. 

It seems he has been purposely given
command of a neighbouring UT so that it
could influence politics in Jammu and Kashmir
(read Jammu region). It is also a move aimed at

placating the local sentiment and to keep the
Hindutva support base intact, and prevent it
from going the Congress way.

Since Ladakh is a UT without an
Assembly, Mr Gupta’s presence in
the Leh Raj Bhawan will accord him
the status of a chief minister with
no opposition party to contend

with. It will be naive if the Centre or he lose sight
of Ladakhis’ resilience to fight for their just rights.
And it is here that he will be required to prove
himself. The resignation of two prominent
leaders, Leh Apex Body chairman, Thupstan
Chhewang — a former BJP MP with close RSS links
— and senior Congress leader, Mr Nawang Rigzin
Jora, with the possibility of leadership baton
passing on to educationist and innovator, Mr
Sonam Wangchuk, has added a new element to
the scenario. Both Mr Chhewang and Mr Jora
have clarified that they will continue to remain
a part of the movement. Perhaps, Mr Gupta’s
RSS credentials have led to his passing the
muster despite some controversies haunting
him. Apart from joining the RSS in his teens, he
was also the secretary of the Punjab unit of the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad from 1978 to 1979 before
shifting to Jammu and Kashmir.

Recently, the two regions closed their ranks
for the greater benefit of Ladakh in view of non-
fulfilment of promises by the Centre on promis-
es held out as part of the reorganisation of the
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir.

If Mr Gupta’s appointment as LG has a direct
link to BJP’s electoral politics in the Jammu region
of J &K UT, it has also to be seen in close rela-
tion to the dwindling political fortunes of the
party in Ladakh after the initial euphoria of UT
formation had died down. 

With Mr Gupta’s appointment, the BJP has
once again scored a vital point in the region’s
electoral politics, where Congress, its main rival,
has not only caved in but refuses to introspect
and take remedial steps. 

Climate change is no longer a distant forecast;
it has started showing up in ways we can all
feel. The summers are harsher, the winters less
predictable, and natural disasters more fre-
quent. Concerned by this, many people are
trying to do their bit: planting trees, wearing
old clothes to reduce waste, and even deleting
old emails in the hope of saving energy. These
days, it’s not uncom-
mon to hear someone
say they’ve gone meat-
less on Mondays as just
a little step to help the
planet. People post about it, talk about it, and
feel a quiet sense of doing the right thing. But
if we pause for a moment, a gentle question
begins to surface: Is this truly helping the Earth,
or is it mostly helping us feel better about our-
selves? Today, we even have a term for this
growing tendency to appear ecologically vir-
tuous while doing little to meaningfully help
the planet. It is called greenwashing.

The Truth of Greenwashing
To understand greenwashing, consider the
word itself. Like whitewashing, which covers
stains without cleaning them, or brainwashing,
which replaces reality with illusion, greenwash-
ing is when something is made to look eco-
friendly, even though it brings little or no real
benefit to the environment. This happens
because for decades, we’ve been told the envi-
ronment is in danger. The message has reached
homes, schools, and even children’s text-
books. So it’s no surprise that people, and even
companies, feel a quiet pressure to look like
they care about the planet, whether they
truly do or not. They perform small, symbolic
acts and present them as proof of their
concern. But when such acts are hollow, the
intent becomes performance, not a solution.
Take the label “CFC-free” printed on products
today. CFCs, once harmful to the ozone layer,
were banned decades ago. 
Highlighting their absence now is not innova-
tion; it’s compliance. Yet, it’s paraded as eco-
consciousness. Or consider meat wrapped in
paper instead of plastic and branded “eco-
friendly.” The packaging may have changed, but
the meat remains one of the most environmen-
tally damaging products. A minor tweak, and
the product is passed off as sustainable. Some
companies even promote their office waste
recycling, while their core operations contin-

ue to harm the planet on a large scale. These
aren’t real solutions; they’re more like ways to
look responsible without actually changing
much.

The Eco Illusion of Trees
For many, planting a tree feels like the ultimate
act of environmental virtue. But how much does
it really change? Let’s say the tree survives,
grows strong, and lives a full life, 20 years or
more. Over that time, it may absorb around 400
kilograms of carbon dioxide. Sounds impres-
sive, until you consider that the average
middle-class Indian emits 5,000 kilograms of
carbon dioxide each year. In the same two
decades, that’s 100,000 kilograms. Even plant-
ing a hundred trees doesn’t offset the scale, not
when our daily lives are powered by the very
systems that destroy the forests we’re trying
to replace. And many of these planted trees
need artificial irrigation, which in turn produces
more emissions. So while we nurse our
saplings, vast self-sustaining forests rich in bio-
diversity and climate stability are cut down. 

We don’t need to cut trees ourselves; our way
of living ensures it happens. Every child born
needs food, shelter, and clothes, demanding
more farmland. Farmlands eventually come
from forests. As incomes rise, so does consump-
tion, especially of meat. Few realise that
nearly 70 per cent of grain in the world is grown
to feed animals raised for slaughter. And more
forests are cleared to grow that grain. You can’t
live a life built on the extraction of massive
resources and cancel it out with a sapling. 

Doing Less Is the Most We Can Do
If it’s our way of living that fuels the destruc-
tion, then perhaps the most urgent step is not
to do more, but to stop living the way we do.
To not add new solutions, but to withdraw.
Even science points us in this direction. In ther-
modynamics, there is a principle called entropy,
which tells us that disorder in any system tends
to increase. We pollute when we act, and we
pollute again when we try to undo that act. So,

the only real solution is to step back and allow
nature to breathe again. 

Where do We Need to Pause?
To understand why we must stop, we need to
see the crisis for what it really is: a life driven
by endless production and unchecked popu-
lation growth. These aren’t abstract ideas; they
directly fuel rising carbon levels. The more we
produce and consume, the greater the damage.
Yet, we continue to glorify excess. A household
with ten children and rising wealth is seen as
“blessed,” though it burdens an already
stretched planet. And those who profit from
overproduction are the ones shaping our
desires. They own the media and the billboards.
First, they sell us a dream. Then, they sell us the
product to chase it. We hand over not just
money but our minds. 

Turning Back Before It’s Too Late
As the saints have long said, you can’t sow the
seeds of a thorn tree and expect sweet fruit. This
crisis, too, is the result of what we’ve long
chosen to admire, follow, and celebrate: the
ones who consume the most. As long as we
mistake wealth for wisdom and excess for
success, the Earth will keep paying the price.
Most of us may not be the biggest emitters, but
we’ve allowed those who are to shape our aspi-
rations. We didn’t just buy their products, we
bought into their way of life. That quiet surren-
der is our real crime. Unless we stop idolising
them, unless we step out of the stories they’ve
sold us, our small green acts will keep feeling
noble while meaning little. The Earth doesn’t
need another planted tree or paper straw; it
needs us to pause and ask: Am I truly awake
to how I live, or just comforted by choices that
seem right but cause harm?

Greenwashing: Pretending 
to Care While Burning the Planet
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Sweeping sustainability projects in India
often privilege elites while bulldozing the poor.
Only 2 per cent of Mumbai’s population will
be served by the 29-km Coastal Road (`13,000-
cr), which necessitates recovering about 0.9
km² of coastline and is “disrupting the liveli-
hoods of coastal fishing communities” in addi-
tion to damaging tidal ecosystems. In Delhi,
hundreds of slum dwellers have already
been removed without finding new homes as
a result of simultaneous eviction drives and
“green” parks along the Yamuna River. In a
similar vein, almost 80 per cent of the funds
allocated by India’s Smart Cities Mission go to
small settlements, which make up around 5
per cent of the city’s total size. This has the
effect of gentrification, leading to slum clear-
ances and rent rises. These injustices are a
reflection of global trends. 

True green development, according to
critics, must prioritise the community.
Together with strong anti-eviction measures
like rent controls, guaranteed affordable
housing, community land trusts, and local
stewardship, parks should be co-designed
with the community. As an example, consid-
er Washington, DC’s 11th Street Bridge Park,
whose planners incorporated homeowner
cooperatives and tenant safeguards into the
design. Such inclusive, anti-displacement
tactics are crucial, according to experts, to
guarantee that climate-friendly projects
benefit long-term residents rather than dis-
placing them.

India’s Urban Greening Schemes: 
AMRUT (started in 2015) and Swachh Bharat
Mission (2014), two of India’s premier urban
missions, also presented themselves as sus-
tainability initiatives. In 500 cities, AMRUT (Atal
Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban
Transformation) promised improved green
spaces, water systems, and sewers. The goal
of Swachh Bharat by 2019 was to establish a
“India free of open defecation.” But in both
cases, the high standards have often not been
met.

Swachh Bharat Mission (Urban): The govern-
ment declared the nation ODF by the 2019
deadline, although surveys conducted on
the ground refute that assertion. Critics,
including seasoned journalists, point to
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Bridging the green divide with social impact assessment
A truly sustainable city must combine ecological health and social fairness, not just display charging stations. To reduce the growing green divide, urban

planners must include Social Impact Assessments  in all green infrastructure projects to guarantee  community welfare
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RUTH is the complex, indis-
pensable foundation in indi-
vidual litigations, including 
matrimonial disputes. Yet, it is 
not easy to unravel the reali-
ties involved in a case. British 
scholar Terry Eagleton said, 

“Courtrooms, like novels, blur the dis-
tinction between fact and fiction... The 
jury judge not on the facts, but between 
rival versions of  them.” However, what 
is presented to the court by way of  evi-
dence matters, for knowing the truth.

Recently, the Supreme Court, in a 
judgement authored by Justice B V Na-
garathna, held that even secretly record-
ed telephonic communications of  a 
spouse are admissible in evidence in a 
matrimonial dispute. The court held that 
such conversations cannot claim immu-
nity from judicial scanning on privacy 
grounds. The court emphasised a liti-
gant’s right to a fair trial, which is a facet 
of  Article 21, while negating the privacy 
arguments, also based on Article 21.

The case has a curious trajectory. The 
husband filed a divorce petition with al-
legations of  cruelty in the family court 
in Bathinda, Punjab. Among other ma-
terials, the husband placed memory 
cards/ chips of  mobile phones, compact 
discs, and conversation transcripts as 
evidence before the court. He claimed 
that he had recorded certain conversa-
tions between the wife and the husband 
between 2010 and 2016, which were con-
tained in these materials, and he sought 
their admission as evidence. The family 
court accepted the request. Aggrieved 
by this, the wife moved the Punjab and 
Haryana High Court, which allowed the 
petition and set aside the family court 
order. The husband challenged the High 
Court order before the Supreme Court. 
The top court has now reversed the 
High Court’s order and revived the per-
mission granted by the family court.

Collection of  evidence by snooping is 
like a ‘sting operation’ in matrimony. 
Its ethical aspects could always be de-
batable. In the real world, no genuine 
intimate relationship would involve a 
secret recording of  conversations to 
use it as evidence in a future litigation. 
This is particularly true in a husband-
wife relationship. As Justice Nagarath-
na rightly notes, “snooping between 
partners is an effect and not a cause of  
marital disharmony”. This was the 
court’s answer to the apprehension ex-
pressed by the amicus curiae that the 
indulgence to such evidence might un-
settle spousal harmony.

The court was examining the scope 
of  Section 122 of  the Indian Evidence 

Act, which says that one cannot be 
compelled to disclose any communica-
tion to his or her spouse, and it is im-
permissible to reveal such communica-
tion, when there is no consent. The 
exception to this general stipulation is 
also in the very same provision. It says 
that in suits between the spouses or 
prosecution against one of  them, this 
embargo does not apply. The Supreme 
Court decoded the section and held 
that the exception carved out in Sec-
tion 122 makes it clear that matrimo-
nial conversations could be adduced as 
evidence in support of  the plea by a 
party to dispute, even if  those are re-
corded clandestinely.

The privacy concerns raised in the 
case are unacceptable. In a private liti-
gation, any evidence will have certain 
traits of  privacy. A private litigation 

rests upon private materials. Shutting 
off  such materials would forestall a full-
fledged judicial investigation into the 
dispute. That is why Section 122 pro-
vides for the exception to its disclosure 
ban. It states explicitly that there is no 
impediment in looking into the spousal 
conversations “in suits between mar-
ried persons, or proceedings in which 
one married person is prosecuted for 
any crime committed against the oth-
er”. The exception reflects the imagina-
tive intelligence of  the lawmaker.

The rationale of  the law is clear and 
simple. In a dispute between husband 
and wife, no spouse should be disarmed 
on account of  the provision when they 
want to rely on the personal communica-
tion between them to prove a point. Ac-
cording to Article 21 of  the Constitution, 
the right to life and personal liberty 

guaranteed cannot be taken away “ex-
cept according to procedure established 
by law”. Thus, a fair trial is an essential 
component of  Article 21 rights.

Though in the Puttaswamy verdict 
(2017) the Supreme Court held that the 
right to privacy is part of  Article 21, it 
did not say that such a right is absolute. 
It remains a qualified right. Section 122 
of  the Evidence Act permits adducing 
the relevant evidence. This scheme of  
the Evidence Act is followed verbatim in 
the Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam, 2023, 
which was enacted long after the Puttas-
wamy judgement. Parliament reiterated 
Section 122 of  the old Act as Section 128 
in the new one, endorsing the provision’s 
pragmatism and realism on evidence.

The morality of  the method em-
ployed in the collection of  evidence is 
different from the value of  the evidence 
so collected. If  the element of  decep-
tion is so severe that it nullifies the 
value of  evidence, that too can be sug-
gested by way of  cross-examination or 
counter-evidence in the case. For exam-
ple, if  one were made to act in a certain 
way or to speak certain things, it can 
very well be explained. The Supreme 
Court judgement does not foreclose 
such procedural courses available for 
the other party. Again, if  a person 
wants an in-camera trial, the courts 
are empowered to do so, by which the 
content of  oral evidence can be kept 
away from public gaze. The court can 
also withhold the identity of  the con-
testing parties even in a published 
judgement, in appropriate cases. 

The Supreme Court judgement is 
comprehensive. It quoted the view of  
the Madras High Court in Ayyanar Pa-
dayachi case (1970), which said that the 
provision in the Evidence Act “protects 
the individuals and not the communi-
cation”. The Supreme Court has ana-
lysed the law by contextualising it ap-
propriately. It relied on the earlier 
verdict in Yusufalli Esmail Nagree vs 
Maharashtra (1967), which held that in 
the absence of  duress, coercion or com-
pulsion, a tape-recorded conversation 
is admissible in evidence to prove the 
allegation of  corruption. 

The recent judgement offers signifi-
cant lessons for the public as well. An 
unfortunate matrimony leads to unpleas-
ant litigation with equally unpleasant 
procedures. The wiser course in such a 
situation will be to settle the dispute ami-
cably, except when there are compelling 
circumstances like blatant violation of  
rights, to carry on the fight.

(Views are personal)
(kaleeswaramraj@gmail.com)
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INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN  
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka T SPOUSAL CHATS:
PRIVACY VERSUS

FAIRER EVIDENCE

Covertly collected evidence in divorce cases may raise questions  
on the right to privacy. But shutting out such materials may 

forestall a full-fledged judicial probe

GOVT’S PUSHBACK 
ON U.S. THREATS 

DESERVES SUPPORT

T
HE US has unfairly ratcheted up its anti-India tirade 
in recent days. It is thus welcome that there has been 
a measured and timely response from the Indian gov-
ernment. Writing on his communication platform 
Truth Social, Donald Trump has threatened to impose 

severe penalties on Indian exports—even above the 25 per-
cent levy imposed earlier—for continuing to buy Russian 
oil. He has also accused India of  reselling oil and making 
‘big profits’ without a thought for those being killed in 
Ukraine. Another key Trump advisor, Stephen Miller, ac-
cused India of  “financing” Russia’s Ukraine war. The re-
buttal on Monday by the Ministry of  External Affairs 
makes two things clear. First, it is India’s sovereign right 
to secure its own energy needs in the most cost effective 
way; second, the US and Europe’s criticism is two-faced, 
as they have been regular purchasers of  Russian fuel. 

India’s rejoinder points out that the EU’s trade with Rus-
sia in 2024 was higher than India’s. For its heating needs 
alone, Europe imported a record 16.5 tonnes of  liquefied 
natural gas from Russia. Moreover, the West’s ban on Rus-
sian oil has been selective. While the sea route has been 
blocked, Russian crude continues to flow via the Druzhba 
pipeline to central European countries including Hungary 
and the Czech Republic. Ember, an energy think tank, es-
timates European purchases of  Russian gas amounted to 
$23.6 billion last year. This was more than the $20.17 billion 
it spent on financial aid to Ukraine.

India has also been a victim of  ever-changing politics 
of  convenience practiced by the US. In the early days of  
the Ukraine war, the Biden administration tacitly allowed 
India to import Russian crude to ensure global prices did 
not plummet because of  lack of  demand. Later, when the 
US faced a shortage of  lubricants, it winked at India send-
ing partly-refined Russian oil to the US to process into 
oil-based lubricants. While steering to balance US de-
mands and the energy needs of  our country, the govern-
ment must never give up its rights to choose what best 
serves our people. India and Jawaharlal Nehru were the
founders of  the non-aligned movement, carving out a 
space for newly-independent countries in the early post-
colonial era. This, again, is another moment not to bow to 
new forms of  big-power bullying.

ONUS TO ENSURE DECORUM 
ON PASSENGERS & AIRLINES

T
HE shocking incident of  a senior army officer as-
saulting four SpiceJet staffers at Srinagar airport 
deserves to be condemned. The episode refocuses the 
nation’s attention on passenger rage as well as airline 
staff  behaviour. The incident was reportedly trig-

gered by a pre-boarding argument between SpiceJet staff-
ers and an officer carrying more than twice the weight 
allowed for cabin baggage. The officer, Lt Col Ritesh Kumar 
Singh, posted at the High Altitude Warfare School in Gul-
marg, was on his way to Delhi on flight SG-386 on emer-
gency leave when the incident took place. It has been al-
leged that after assaulting the staff, Singh rushed through 
the boarding gate without completing the formalities man-
dated by regulations—a gross violation of  aviation safety 
protocols. While a first information report has been regis-
tered against Singh at the Budgam police station under 
various sections of  the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita for what 
SpiceJet described as a “murderous assault”, he too filed 
a complaint against the airline, alleging mistreatment by 
the airlines staff  that caused him to miss his flight.

When incidents like these occur, it is easier to blame the 
person who has caused grievous injuries to others—in this 
case, the army officer. But what is shocking is that Singh 
belongs to a force that boasts of  high discipline in civil 
spaces. The Indian Army has acknowledged the incident, 
promising full cooperation with the authorities investigat-
ing the case. A statement from the army headquarters 
stressed that the Indian Army was “fully committed to 
maintaining discipline and mutual respect in all civil 
spaces across the country”.

However, it must also be noted that as the number of  air 
passengers shoots up, so will the frequency of  heated inter-
actions with the airline staffers serving them. According 
to the Directorate General of  Civil Aviation, India’s domes-
tic passenger traffic grew 6.12 percent to 161.3 million in 
2024 from the previous year. While passengers—whatever 
be their backgrounds—need to realise that rules and regu-
lations pertaining to air travel are of  utmost importance 
for the overall safety of  flights, airline staffers too must 
understand that among the hordes of  flyers there may be 
many who could be high-strung while travelling. The need 
is for the latter to interact with the former in a manner that 
avoids violent flashpoints like this unfortunate incident.

Q U I C K  TA K E

THE BATTLE AGAINST BUGS

I T’S mosquito season again. In Mumbai, the number of  den-
gue and chikungunya cases jumped five folds in July, where-
as in Delhi, the previous and current governments are blam-

ing each other for lapses leading to a decadal high in malaria 
cases. In such a season, it’s instructive to look at the battle 
China is waging in Guangdong, which has registered more 
than 7,000 chikungunya cases since July. In a province where 
hospital stay is mandatory for such infections, they are not 
only conducting a door-to-door check, but also releasing giant 
‘elephant mosquitoes’ that can devour the smaller chikun-
gunya-spreading ones and an army of  mosquito-eating fish. 
Indian states would do well to note what an ‘all-out’ war looks 
like among another bug-bitten populace.
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Anton 
Chekhov

The world perishes not from 
bandits and fires, but from hatred, 
hostility and petty squabbles

Test twists
Ref: Gambhir and Gill must find better balance 
to square the pitch (Aug 5). The India-England 
Test series was by far the best red-ball 
tournament in recent times. All five matches 
were closely fought between two teams, 
and had their twists and turns that kept 
the audience on their toes. Mohammed Siraj 
performed admirably, helping India snatch 
victory from the jaws of defeat at the Oval.
C M Umanath, Calicut 

Bangla bias
Ref: Stop politics over use of Bangla across 
India (Aug 5). The Delhi inspector ’s request 
for a ‘Bangladeshi translator ’ highlights 
the ignorance and prejudice toward Bangla, 
a constitutionally-recognised language. 
People must respect linguistic diversity, 
avoid careless labeling and decouple 
language from immigration fears. 
M Jeeva, Chennai

Trump’s choices
Ref: A coldness carried from the Cold War 
(Aug 5). India today is a rising power. Donald 
Trump must understand that he cannot 
bully us. Good relationships are built on 
mutual respect and understanding. While 
India is a democracy, the same can’t be said 
about Pakistan, where the military pulls the 
strings. 
S Kanthimathinathan, Kovilpatti 

Dirty cities
Ref: Way to clean our clogged cities (Aug 
5). There is very little attention paid to 
waste management in India. The entire 
process of waste collection, segregation, 
bioremediation and disposal needs to be 
strengthened and revamped. Everybody has 
a responsibility, not just the government.
Rajarao Kumar, Bengaluru

Tariff trauma
Ref: Enough! India holds up a mirror to 
Trump’s diplomacy (Aug 5). Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine was partly the result of Nato’s 
relentless expansion. Many European 
countries are continuing their trade with 
Russia. But Trump is targeting only India. 
American double standards are once again 
on display for all  to see.   
Govardhana Myneedu, Vijayawada 

Harsh remark
Ref: SC’s ‘true Indian’ barb at Rahul (Aug 
5). The judge should have avoided using 
such harsh language against the leader of 
the opposition. While Rahul, like all  public 
leaders, should check the facts carefully, the 
court’s “true Indian” remark was unusual.
Raju Mathai, Kochi

KALEESWARAM RAJ Lawyer, Supreme Court of India

SOURAV ROY

UILDING trust is a powerful asset 
for Indian industry, enabling com-
panies to thrive in a competitive 
and globalised environment. In 
the current geoeconomic and geo-
political environment, the respon-
sibility of  building trust needs to 

be ideally shared between businesses, the 
government and various stakeholders with 
focused efforts towards public-private part-
nerships, robust global value chains and 
cross-functional collaborations to lead to-
wards collective trust and nation-building.

On the governance side, this will enhance 
stakeholder engagement, build brand value, 
deepen customer loyalty, inspire employees 
and strengthen resilience during crises. As 
stakeholders increasingly seek transpar-
ency and accountability, businesses that in-
vest in trust can meet these expectations 
more effectively and build lasting relation-
ships. Building trust can encourage regula-
tors to adopt more supportive and stream-
lined policies, reducing compliance burdens 
and fostering a more business-friendly en-
vironment. In its study titled ‘The shared 
responsibility of  building and strengthening 
trust’, CII has explored trust-building prac-
tices among leading companies and pre-
scribes a roadmap to help businesses en-
hance trust in line with global trends. The 
roadmap is based on 15 action points.

One, establish a clearly defined corporate 
purpose grounded in ethics, sustainability 
and long-term value creation. This must re-
flect both the organisation’s vision and 
stakeholder aspirations. It should act as a 
reference point for strategic decisions, fos-
tering alignment, accountability, and trans-
parency across the enterprise.

Two, develop a robust risk and crisis man-
agement framework. Indian businesses must 
identify areas of  vulnerability—whether 
geopolitical, financial, operational, or tech-
nological—and implement risk mitigation 
plans. Companies can reinforce stakehold-
ers’ confidence by demonstrating prepared-
ness and responsiveness during crises.

Three, ensure regulatory compliance and 
financial integrity. Clear policies, internal 
controls, and early corrective mechanisms 
should be institutionalised. Transparent fi-
nancial reporting and statutory disclosures 
affirm the company’s integrity and commit-
ment to ethical governance, which in turn 
fosters regulatory and investor confidence.

Four, embrace technology and innovation 
responsibly. Adopting AI, blockchain and au-
tomation tools can enhance transparency, 
efficiency and data protection. Companies 
must be explicit about technological integra-
tion, train employees, prevent misuse and 

ensure that innovation aligns with ethicals.
Five, optimise supply chain management. 

A reliable and ethical supply chain enhanc-
es both operational efficiency and stake-
holder trust. Businesses should use technol-
ogy for transparency, predictive analytics to 
foresee disruptions and ensure fair and 
timely payments to suppliers. Strong rela-
tionships across the value chain promote 
resilience and shared accountability.

Six, assign clear roles for trust steward-
ship. Titular designation or appointing an 
existing senior executive to lead trust-build-
ing initiatives highlights the strategic prior-
ity. This executive shall coordinate efforts 

across compliance, risk, stakeholder en-
gagement, and data security, working col-
laboratively with other C-suite executives.

Seven, manage conflict constructively. 
Proactive conflict resolution helps main-
tain internal cohesion and external credi-
bility. Companies should foster two-way 
communication to resolve disagreements 
swiftly. Institutionalising mechanisms for 
redressal minimises escalation and pro-
motes a culture of  openness and fairness.

Eight, maintain transparent stakeholder 
communication. Consistent, honest com-
munication reinforces credibility. Creating 

feedback loops and listening actively to 
stakeholders’ concerns builds deeper en-
gagement and reduces misinformation.

Nine, deliver consistently on promises. Re-
liability is a cornerstone of  trust. Companies 
should meet or exceed the set expectations. By 
setting realistic goals and consistently deliv-
ering, businesses establish dependability.

Ten, uphold ethical practices and integri-
ty. A clear code of  conduct, regular ethics 
training and strict enforcement of  behav-
ioural standards are crucial for maintaining 
trust. Ethical leadership must be demon-
strated across all levels of  the organisation. 

Eleven, empower and engage with employ-
ees. Companies that invest in professional 
development and recognise achievements 
empower teams that act in line with organi-
sational values. Open communication, psy-
chological security and inclusive policies en-
hance internal trust and employee loyalty.

Twelve, adopt a customer-oriented ap-
proach. Customers trust companies that are 
attentive and responsive. Providing seamless 
service, quick issue resolution, and multiple 
communication channels, while also respect-
ing data privacy, strengthens customer rela-
tionships and enhances brand credibility.

Thirteen, commit to the environmental, 
social and governance responsibility. Busi-
nesses that prioritise environmental stew-
ardship and community development dem-
onstrate a broader commitment to the 
common good. Investment in sustainabil-
ity initiatives help earn public goodwill.

Fourteen, nurture collaborative and trans-
parent partnerships. CRegular communica-
tion, fair negotiations and mutual goal-setting 
help establish dependable, long-term partner-
ships built on trust and mutual respect.

Fifteen, leadership must champion the 
trust agenda. Transparent decision-making, 
openness to accountability and ethical role 
modelling by senior executives shape organi-
sational culture. Trust is embedded within 
the company when channelled from the top.

By working on these 15 points, Indian in-
dustry can not only meet the rising expecta-
tions of  stakeholders, but also be future-re-
silient. Such a trust-centred approach and 
global competitiveness is needed for collec-
tive progress, policy vitality and enhanced 
trade and investment.   (Views are personal)

(cb@cii.in)

B
BUILDING TRUST FOR INDIA INC

Businesses that invest in 
building trust can meet the rising 
expectations of transparency 
and accountability.  CII has come 
up with 15 points that can induce 
regulators to reduce compliance 
burdens and move towards a 
trust-based business environment
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Some of these ideas may not be in compli-
ance with World Trade Organization rules, 
but could still be justified by the exceptional 
circumstances exporters face. Note that the 
US has announced variable tariff rates for 
different countries, which is not just unique 
as an idea, but has also tilted the scales in 
favour of some. Countries like Vietnam, 
Korea, Philippines, Bangladesh and Sri 
Lanka face lower US tariffs than India, which 
amounts to a major disruption. Policy steps 
could offer exporters a cushion, while sunset 
clauses would give them time to scout for 
new export markets and prevent govern-
ment props from leading to complacency. 

Also, RBI would have to watch the rupee. 
The US reset could cause dollar volatility. In 
theory, higher tariffs should drive up US 
inflation and bond yields. This will attract 
investment from overseas, which, together 
with reduced US imports, should strengthen 
the dollar against other currencies. Central 
banks will have to take a call on how much 
currency weakening they are okay with. A 
lot will depend on domestic inflation and the 
strength of foreign exchange reserves. 

The government, meanwhile, could 
explore policy adjustments to provide out-
ward shipments a large-scale fillip.

These are the author’s personal views.

merchandise exports? The former could 
imply discrimination, while supporting the 
export of goods to all destinations could be 
justified on the need for a fillip to this broad 
activity in the face of global headwinds. Sec-
ond, for how long should such support last? 
Specifying a time-frame will spell certainty 
for exporters. Both will, of course, depend 
on the Centre’s fiscal space. 

After those calls are taken, a package can 
be devised. A narrowly aimed one need not 
involve any special new scheme, as existing 
policy programmes can be used to help tar-
iff-affected businesses. This way, we will 
need only minor budget-outlay additions. 

 First, support can be provided through 
India’s production-linked incentive (PLI) 
scheme. The utilization of funds under it was 
targeted at around ₹2 trillion over five years 
from 2020-21, but is likely to fall short. This 
incentive can be extended to companies that 
face raised US tariffs. The payback provided 
under the PLI scheme can serve as compen-
sation for firms that maintain or increase 
their exports to the US. The payback rate can 
be based on the comparative tariff disadvan-
tage within an industry vis-a-vis competing 
industries in other countries. Thus, if Viet-
nam has a tariff of 20% and competes in 
ready-made garments, this industry can be 

U
S President Donald Trump’s tariff 
offensive can be likened to the covid 
pandemic for affecting all countries. 

What sounded bizarre on paper is a reality. 
Five years after the covid outbreak, the eco-
nomic disruption caused by one man has 
been remarkable, marked by whims and 
contradictions. While there appears to be 
room for discussion on a trade deal, India 
should be prepared for the worst: A scenario 
in which the US threat of a 25%-plus tariff 
comes to bear. Is there anything the Indian 
government can do to protect exporters?

Yes. A kind of public-private arrangement 
could be made—with a sunset clause—for 
the overall cost imposed to be shared by the 
government and exporters so that higher 
prices at the other end do not depress US 
demand. A support framework should be 
drawn up to help exporters adjust to this new 
normal over a period of 1-3 years. 

Policy decisions would need to be taken 
on two scores. First, should the package be 
only for impacted exports to the US or for all 

Create national and state carbon 
accounting authorities: In routine 
finance, individual entities—businesses 
and households—keep an account of 
the inflows and outflows of money. 
Financial accounting is an integrated 
system. In contrast, the stocks and flows 
of carbon emissions are not tracked at a 
granular level anywhere in the world. 
As a result, we cannot implement a pro-
gressive carbon tax that penalizes large 
users of fossil fuels more than the aver-
age consumer. A progressive carbon tax 
would need us to keep track of carbon 
‘inflows’ and ‘outflows’ at every level, 
perhaps via a national carbon account. 
Its measurement is, therefore, the first 
step. Existing carbon accounting meth-
odologies such as those championed by 
Karthik Ramanna at Oxford are already 
capable of tracking carbon balance 
sheets at the corporate level.

A national carbon accounting (NCA) 
system is both an evolutionary and rev-
olutionary generalization of such ideas. 
It could bring us all, from individuals 
and households to companies, under 
one umbrella carbon accounting frame-
work. An NCA could make it mandatory 
for businesses and individuals to report 
their carbon emissions and capture and 
maintain the country’s carbon books. 
Such a system will make the circulation 
of carbon visible. Once we have an NCA, 
we will be able to set targets, make more 
reliable predictions about future emis-
sion reductions and track our progress 
against those goals.

For this purpose, the 16th FC may 
consider promotional sector-specific 
grants to the Centre and states for 
setting up an ecosystem of carbon 
accounting at the household-level, just 
like income and expenditure numbers 
are used for the calculation of GDP, and 
set up carbon accounting authorities at 
the central and state levels to arrive at a 
carbon count every quarter and at the 
end of a financial year. Just as we track 
GDP, we can then track our progress 
towards net-zero emissions by 2070. 
This initiative would most likely be the 

first of its kind anywhere in the world 
and would also be in line with the LiFe 
approach that India espoused at CoPs 
and G-20 summits. 

Modify the Commission’s forest cover 
and ecology criterion: Forest cover and 
ecology, with minor variations, has 
been adopted as a criterion for the pur-
pose of tax devolution by successive 
FCs. But forest cover can’t be the only 
indirect proxy for such efforts by states. 
The 16th FC should instead adopt ‘cli-
mate and disaster proofing initiatives” 
as a new criterion and include mitiga-
tion and adaptation measures under-
taken by states under its ambit. The 16th 
FC can subsume the earlier forest and 
ecology criterion within this and pro-
vide separate sector- and state-specific 
grants under it. It should also raise its 
weight from 10% in the 15th FC to 20%. 

The funds could be used for pre-
paredness, mitigation and adaptation 
efforts by states to create climate-resil-
ient infrastructure in fields ranging 
from power, agriculture and irrigation 
to roads, bridges, dams and reservoirs, 
as the State Disaster Response Fund is 
for post-disaster responses. 

Grant states the power to levy a green 
tax: Mineral-bearing states like Odisha, 
Telangana, Karnataka, Jharkhand, 
Bihar and others should be allowed to 
levy a green tax to fund mitigation and 
adaptation measures against the envi-
ronmental degradation of mining.

Stop diversion of the clean energy cess: 
It’s odd that the Centre’s clean energy 
cess, which was levied on coal produc-
tion, was treated as a revenue stream 
and helped it pay GST compensation to 
states, instead of being used for invest-
ments in clean-energy technology and 
other adaptation measures at project 
sites to reduce the impact on the envi-
ronment and people in the states con-
cerned. This cess should be disentan-
gled from GST and distributed to coal 
producing states. 

The big opportunity that the FC must 
not miss, however, is to foster climate-
responsive governance in India.

I
t is widely expected that the 16th 
Finance Commission (FC) will look 
into the growing complaints of states 

against the Centre dipping into the tax 
cess and surcharge pools, which are not 
shared with them, while decreasing the 
Centre’s contribution to centrally spon-
sored schemes. But there are other cru-
cial areas too that the FC can nudge the 
Centre and states to look at beyond the 
traditional tax devolution criteria fol-
lowed by most FCs (like state popula-
tion, area, forest cover and tax efforts). 

Given the well-known challenges 
facing the world and particularly India 
as the adverse effects of climate change 
assume ‘polycrisis’ proportions, with 
multiple points of worry, there is a 
pressing need to steer policies across 
sectors towards a low-carbon regime. 
Policymakers and implementers need 
to believe that ‘net zero’ is actually ‘net 
positive,’ as India has shown so far with 
its high GDP growth trajectory while 
doing more on the climate front than 
most other countries. 

During its presentation before the 
16th FC, the Biju Janata Dal, led by 
former Odisha chief minister Naveen 
Patnaik, made a series of climate-
responsive governance suggestions 
to the Commission on areas such as 
climate budgeting, climate budget 
tagging, sectoral climate change 
impact appraisals and other govern-
ance initiatives. 

The panel could push for a national carbon accounting framework among other climate reforms

AMAR PATNAIK
is a former member of the Rajya Sabha and 

a former bureaucrat with the Comptroller 

and Auditor General of India.

Tariffs: India could offer its exporters a relief package  
MADAN SABNAVIS

A
s trade talks between India and 
the US enter their final lap, testy 
grumbles from the White 
House—aimed ostensibly at 
influencing the final shape of 
an agreement—could end up 

creating schisms in the relationship between 
the world’s two largest democracies. US Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s recent denunciation of 
India’s trade framework, expressed mostly on 
social media in rapid bursts, is well within his 
usual range of bluster, but cannot be shrugged 
off. One post threatened a hefty 25% levy on 
Indian exports and an unspecified penalty for 
buying oil and arms from Russia. Next, he 
called the economies of India and Russia 
“dead.” Not one to rest on his outbursts, 
Trump followed that up with another threat to 
raise levies “substantially” for buying Russian 
oil and a statement on TV saying, “India has 
not been a good trading partner.” As former US 
deputy assistant secretary of state Evan A. Fei-
genbaum has cautioned, Trump’s statements 
risk taking apart painstakingly forged bilateral 
ties. On its part, India has called the US posture 
“unjustified and unreasonable.” Amid this 
standoff, it seems clear that Trump wants us 
to import hydrocarbons from the US, with 
such a commitment baked into the deal that’s 
being worked out. With US access to our agri 
and dairy markets already sticking points, it is 
unfortunate that a heavily traded commodity 
like oil has been thrown so noisily into the mix. 
Economic issues should not be allowed to slip 
down a geopolitical slope so easily.

So far, India has held its nerve and stood its 
ground admirably. While Trump might have 
his own book of negotiation tactics that 
include brazen attempts at bullying, New 

Delhi’s stance on securing the nation’s eco-
nomic interests would not waver if a counter-
proposal is made that sweetens it for the White 
House. Oil is a multi-billion-dollar chip of high 
optical value that could be placed on the table. 
It was only after Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
that New Delhi reached out to Moscow for oil; 
as the ministry of foreign affairs has stated, 
this was because West Asian oil was diverted 
to Europe; and as the Ukraine war made oil 
imports costly, cheaper Russian shipments 
helped us keep our trade balance in check. The 
global oil market is still in flux. With the Opec+ 
cartel easing supplies even as overall demand 
looks wobbly, expectations of a glut have sof-
tened global prices. Layer this with the fact 
that China, Russia’s other big oil customer, is 
seeking to diversify some of its energy pur-
chases away from the US to Brazil, and it is easy 
to understand Trump’s apparent obsession 
with tankers that dock in India, whose imports 
have reportedly averaged 5.2 million barrels 
per day this year and are set to swell further. 

In the interests of civility and a desire to sign 
a trade deal with the US amicably, without 
ceding any ground on agriculture or strategic 
calls, Indian negotiators could explore a lim-
ited oil deal as a lubricant. It is true that oil 
shipments from the US are an expensive 
option, given the distance and freight cost. An 
agreement to buy limited oil quantities from 
America may work out reasonable for us if 
such a pact is accompanied by relief on freight 
(with low optical value) and it helps us keep 
agri and dairy products off the deal’s table. It is 
not to fund any war that India imports essential 
commodities, but to manage its economy well 
in a volatile world. We must maximize our 
space to make decisions accordingly.

Standoff on Russian oil:

Do not waver, resolve it

Trump’s tirade over crude imports from Russia must not shake India’s principled stance on 

trade but perhaps oil can be used as an India-US deal lubricant to achieve bigger objectives
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China is seeking a 
greater say in global

finance by setting up a 
range of new institutions 
that seek to challenge the 
existing multilateral 
lenders that are dominated 
by the US. It has also said it 
wants to make its currency 
an international one.

Now comes a small 
setback to its ambitions. 
The International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) said 
this week that its review of 
the special drawing rights 
(SDR) basket has been 
inconclusive. The SDR is a 
quasi-currency that is 
currently linked to only 
four currencies: the US 
dollar, the euro, the British 
pound and the yen. A 
currency gets included in 
the SDR basket based on 
two criteria: the issuing 
country should have a big 
role to play in international 
trade and the currency 
should be “freely usable” in 
various parts of the world.

China now meets the 
first criterion but not the 
second. 

The IMF will revisit the
issue at the end of the year. 
We will then know whether 
the recent setback is only a 
temporary one.

QUICK EDIT

Chinese 

setback
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PENDING DEAL

India scraps 
FTA talks 
with EU
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India has cancelled a meeting
with the European Union’s
(EU’s) chief trade negotiator

in protest against an import ban
on 700 of its generic drugs for
alleged manipulation of clinical 
trials, dealing a blow to the pro-
posed free-trade accord between
the European trade bloc and
Asia’s third-largest economy. 

The decision was taken as the
government is “disappointed
and concerned by the action of
EU in imposing legally binding
ban on the sale of around 700
pharma products clinically
tested by GVK Biosciences,
Hyderabad” on 16 July, the com-
merce ministry said in a state-
ment on Wednesday. The meet-
ing  between chief trade negotia-
tors of  the two sides was
scheduled for 28 August.

The cancellation of talks is
only the latest setback to the
proposed free-trade agreement
(FTA) that the two sides have
been negotiating since 2007. Dif-
ferences over the lack of access
for Indian professionals to EU’s
labour market and high taxes
imposed on liquor and car
imports from Europe have
thwarted efforts to reach an
accord that is expected to boost
trade between India and the EU.

D.G. Shah, secretary general,
Indian Pharmaceutical Alliance,
a lobby of domestic drug mak-
ers, said the government seems
to be sending a strong signal to
the EU against the arbitrary deci-
sion to ban some Indian generic
medicines. “EU has acted
unfairly and without any proof.”

The ban follows the recom-
mendation of the European

Medicines Agency’s (EMA’s)
Committee for Medicinal Prod-
ucts for Human Use to suspend
the licences for some medicines
in the EU that were based on
clinical trials conducted at GVK
Biosciences’ site in Hyderabad.

EMA’s recommendation was
based on an inspection by the
French medicines agency
(ANSM) in 2014 of GVK Biosci-
ences’ Hyderabad facility. The
inspection cast doubt on the way
clinical trials were performed at
the site and therefore the relia-
bility of data used to support the
granting of a licence. 

“While the drug inspector sent
by the French authorities
claimed ECG (electrocardio-
gram) data of clinical trials were
manipulated, the inspector was
not competent to vet such data.
It is only a cardiologist who can
verify such data,” Shah claimed,
terming the ban on 700 generic
drugs, sweeping.

The UK government on Tues-
day said the ban on the drugs
was being imposed only as a
precautionary measure. “There 
is no evidence of safety concerns
or loss of efficacy with these
products. People should con-
tinue to take their medicines as
prescribed,” it said. 

India could lose about $1-1.2
billion worth of drug exports
because of the decision taken by
the European Commission to
ban the drugs, according to
Pharmaceuticals Export Promo-
tion Council (Pharmexcil).

The country exported $15.4
billion worth of pharmaceutical
products in 2014-15, with
Europe accounting for $3 billion,
or 20% of the total. Out of the $3
billion, exports of generic medi-
cines constituted about $1 bil-
lion and drug ingredients
accounted for the rest, according
to Pharmexcil.

“Pharmaceutical industry is
one of the flagship sectors of
India which has developed its
reputation through strong

TURN TO PAGE 2®

Government says it is 
‘disappointed’ with EU 
for imposing an import 
ban on 700 drugs made 
by GVK Biosciences

Snake, skink 
derail Adani’s 
$12 bn project 
in Australia
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A rare lizard and a snake have
stalled Adani Mining’s

$12-billion Carmichael coal
mining project  in Queensland,
Australia.

Overturning environment per-
missions for the mine, the fed-
eral court of Australia on
Wednesday said the country’s
environment minister Greg Hunt
had “ignored his own depart-
ment’s advice about the mine’s
impact on two vulnerable spe-
cies, the yakka skink and the
ornamental snake”. The yakka
skink is a lizard seen mostly in
Queensland.

The Guardian reported that
the federal government has said
it will take between six and eight
weeks to revisit and reconsider
its decision. The government
described the decision of the
court as a “technical, adminis-
trative matter”, implying that the
issue is really whether Hunt con-
sidered the impact of the project
on the two species, and that its
review process will assess this. 

That would seem to suggest
that the setback to Adani is tem-
porary and a statement from the

TURN TO PAGE 2®

FIVE BOLLYWOOD 
ACTORS AMONG 
WORLD’S HIGHEST PAID
India’s Amitabh Bachchan, Salman Khan and Akshay Kumar figure among the 
world’s highest-paid actors, ranking above Hollywood stars such as Johnny Depp 
and Leonardo DiCaprio, in a list released by Forbes on Wednesday. Bachchan and 
Khan rank at No. 7 with $33.5 million, just ahead of Kumar’s $32.5 million haul. 
The list, topped by ‘Iron Man’ Robert Downey Jr., includes two other Bollywood 
actors—Shah Rukh Khan (ranked 18) and Ranbir Kapoor (ranked 30). The 34 
highest-paid actors, who hail from seven countries, earned a combined $941 
million before taxes and fees between 1 June 2014 and 1 June 2015, Forbes said.

Robert Downey Jr.
$80 million1

2

Rank

9

Jackie Chan 
$50 million

Adam Sandler
$41 million

Tom Cruise
$40 million

Amitabh 
Bachchan
$33.5 million

Salman Khan
$33.5 million

Vin Diesel
$47 million

Bradley Cooper
$41.5 million

Akshay Kumar
$32.5 million

Mark Wahlberg
$32 million

Shah Rukh Khan
$26 million

Ranbir Kapoor
$15 million

3 4

5 6 7 7
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Source: Forbes
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Bengaluru: Cognizant Tech-
nology Solutions Corp., the

US company that has most of its
employees in India, topped ana-
lysts’ quarterly revenue esti-
mates and raised its annual sales
forecast for the second time in
2015, outperforming its Indian
rivals.

The Teaneck, New Jersey-
based company said revenue in
the three months ended 30 June 
rose 22.6% from a year earlier
and 6% from the preceding
March quarter to $3.09 billion,
exceeding its earlier forecast of
growing at 3.4%. Cognizant
reported a 6.2% sequential
growth in revenue during the
January-March period.

Cognizant now expects full-
year revenue to grow 20.1% to
$12.33 billion, compared with its
earlier forecast of $12.24 billion. 
It expects $3.14 billion in reve-
nue for the third quarter ended 
30 September. 

Its performance was lifted
largely on account of higher
spending by clients among large
commercial banks in North

TURN TO PAGE 2®

Cognizant 
revenue rises 
22.6% on higher 
client spending

INSIDE

India’s missing patients
Mint examines India’s healthcare 
crisis in a two-part series starting 
today. The first part looks at the 
gross under-reporting of illnesses 
in the country. The extent of this 
under-reporting in even basic 
illnesses indicates how far the 
country has to move on the path 
to good health.  >P11
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On their own, tariff and 
trade barriers, if viewed as 

transitory negotiating 
tactics, will not significantly 

change global investment 
patterns or the structure 
of global supply chains 

and employment.
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AP

short-term in nature and only for working 
capital purposes. This way, exporting units 
can become more competitive on finance 
costs. RBI could announce a TLTRO pro-
gramme for a period of 1-2 years. 

Fourth, India’s credit guarantee scheme 
can be extended to exporters, so that banks 

lend them funds without 
hesitation. The pandemic-
time Emergency Credit 
Line Guarantee Scheme 
was very popular and it  
worked well for MSMEs. As 
similar conditions arise for 
enterprises in tariff-hit sec-
tors, this form of support 
could be considered again. 
A credit backstop would 
mean a contingency liabil-
ity for the government and 
so it would be a fiscal cost 
only in case of substantial 
defaults. This will also help 

lower the credit costs of exporters. 
Fifth, the government could consider tax 

concessions. This can be aimed at compa-
nies with a record of exports to the US, with 
tax offsets allowed for income earned from 
exports to the US in the past three years. It 
could allow losses to be carried forward. 

provided a payback that takes that differ-
ence into account. Its thematic contours 
would be similar to the PLI scheme’s. 

Second, the government could deploy an 
interest subvention scheme, promising a 
credit cost payback of 1-2 percentage points. 
A call can be taken on whether this should be 
industry-specific or only 
for micro, small and 
medium enterprises 
(MSMEs), which contrib-
ute significantly to India’s 
overall exports but proba-
bly is the most vulnerable 
sector. MSMEs face bor-
rowing challenges and 
hence any subvention will 
help. Ideally, though, such 
a benefit should apply to all 
exporters. 

Third, the Reserve Bank 
of India’s (RBI) targeted 
long-term repo operations 
(TLTRO), which were largely successful 
during the pandemic, can be revived. The 
central bank could provide funds at a sub-
repo or repo rate to banks, which in turn can 
lend to tariff-affected exporting units or 
industries. This can be another way to lower 
their cost of credit. The funds should be 

Fiscally viable 

measures of 

support may 

help Indian 

exports sail 

through the US 

tariff storm

The 16th Finance Commission 
can catalyse climate governance
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D
onald Trump has imposed stiff tariffs 
on Indian goods entering the US 
market. This part of his disruptive 
mercantilist agenda to bring US 
trade with the rest of the world back 
into balance has quite naturally 

dominated news headlines over the past few 
months. The US is our biggest trading partner and 
economists have been sweating their spreadsheets 
to give us some initial estimates of how these 
higher tariffs will affect the Indian economy.

Less attention is being paid to another ongoing 
shift in US policy. Trump wants to harness the 
growing popularity of digital finance to strengthen 
US economic power. His administration seeks to 
build a regulatory framework around stablecoins, 
or cryptocurrencies whose value is backed by fiat 
currencies such as the dollar. Trump has already 
signed into law the Guiding and Establishing 
National Innovation for U.S. Stablecoins Act 
(GENIUS Act).

A stablecoin maintains a fixed rate of exchange 
with an underlying asset, unlike cryptocurrencies 
such as Bitcoin or Ethereum, whose price fluctu-
ates every day, sometimes wildly. The reason for 
their price instability is that the supply of these 
cryptocurrencies is determined by a rigid algo-
rithm, so prices bounce around depending on 
demand conditions.

In contrast, since the main attraction of a sta-
blecoin is its stable value against an underlying 
asset, issuers mint new tokens when there is 
higher demand for the stablecoin. That by defini-
tion means that issuers have to buy more of the 
underlying asset such as the US dollar. In other 
words, the growing use of stablecoins will create 
extra demand for their underlying assets. US 
Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent estimates that 
the value of dollar-backed stablecoins could hit $2 
trillion in the next few years, nearly eight times 
their current value.

The move to promote the use of stablecoins 
seeks to strengthen the dominance of the US 
currency in the global economy. The stablecoins 
that are currently available on crypto exchanges 
are predominantly backed by US dollar assets, 
according to data from the Bank of International 
Settlements. All this matters because national 
power depends not just on economic size, military 
power and technological dominance, but also on 
monetary heft. The US move to use cryptocurren-
cies to consolidate the importance of the dollar 
thus also deserves more public attention.

Monetary affairs have been central to the 
Trumpian agenda. The widely read paper written 
by Stephen Miran, now chairman of the US council 
of economic advisors, argues that the American 
economy has paid a heavy price for providing the 
rest of the world its global reserve currency. Miran 

wrote his paper when he was working at Hudson 
Bay Capital. According to him, the demand for US 
dollars from countries that run trade surpluses 
keeps the US currency overvalued despite its trade 
deficit. In Miran’s view, the overvalued dollar 
played a role in hollowing out US manufacturing.

The Miran Doctrine in effect calls for a grand 
re-adjustment of exchange rates. The US dollar 
needs to weaken to reflect its trade balance. How-
ever, the move to provide a formal regulatory 
framework for stablecoins will have exactly the 
opposite effect. It seeks to increase the investment 
demand for US dollar assets such as government 
treasury bills. This is a profound contradiction that 
lies at the heart of Trumpian mercantilism. It also 
takes us back to an earlier paradox in international 
economics—the Triffin Dilemma—which shows 
that a country seeking to provide the global reserve 
asset needs to run a trade deficit.

The Trump administration appears to believe 
that growing demand for stablecoins that have a 
fixed exchange rate with the dollar will maintain 
demand for underlying assets such as US govern-
ment bonds. The flow of money into stablecoins 
backed by the dollar will lead to more buying of US 
government bonds, pushing down market yields. 
The current annual interest bill of the US govern-
ment is close to a trillion dollars.

If stablecoins backed by the US dollar get used 
more intensively in the coming years for interna-

tional payments, remittances and private sector 
savings, then it will pose new challenges to mone-
tary policymakers in other parts of the world. One 
issue is the future of central bank digital currencies 
that have been launched with much fanfare. They 
are claims on the national central bank, while a 
dollar-backed stablecoin will be a claim on the US 
Federal Reserve. That has consequences for the 
balance of monetary power.

Another important challenge is the potential 
loss of monetary sovereignty. Research shows that 
stablecoin usage increases sharply during episodes 
of high inflation or financial stress, and so the abil-
ity of a central bank to manage money may be com-
promised in such situations. Capital controls will 
also be more difficult to protect in case people in a 
country begin to hold more international assets via 
stablecoins. Remittances could also begin to come 
into a country without flowing through the tradi-
tional financial system.

The manic price volatility of regular cryptocur-
rencies such as Bitcoin make them poor monetary 
units for transactions and do not serve as useful 
units of account for the same reason. Stablecoins 
promise to avoid such problems by tethering their 
value to an underlying asset, even though there 
have been cases when their prices have diverged 
from their underlying asset values. The GENIUS 
Act will have implications for monetary manage-
ment in other countries, including India.

Stablecoin promotion by the US 
could have global consequences
This US policy goes against its cheap-dollar preference and may present monetary authorities elsewhere with new challenges 
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O
zempic-maker Novo Nordisk saw 
its shares take a record plunge last 
week, sending their peak-to-

trough collapse to 70% and returning them 
to levels last seen in 2022. The Danish drug 
giant’s purpose may be to improve people’s 
lives, but investors’ shrinking gains from its 
opening of the anti-obesity market matter 
too. Novo’s blind spot has been failing to 
see its share price as an asset to manage — 
and exploit. 

For years, Novo had a relatively quiet life 
as one member of an insulin oligopoly 
alongside US peer Eli Lilly & Company and 
France’s Sanofi. While it wasn’t a com-
pletely smooth ride—2016 was dire—Novo 
has never seen operational and strategic 
challenges on the scale it’s now facing. In 
developing Ozempic for diabetes and its 
sibling Wegovy for weight loss, the com-
pany suddenly found itself riding a tiger.

As is well known, the sudden surge in 
demand for appetite suppressants was too 
great for Novo to satisfy. Eli Lilly had a sec-
ond-mover advantage in launching challen-
ger drug Zepbound, learning from Novo’s 
experience. Trial data suggesting Zep-
bound is the more effective treatment has 
also helped. Both firms face competition 
from ‘compounding’ copycat drugs based 
on similar chemistry. Shares in the more 
diversified Eli Lilly have held up better.

On a five-year view, Novo is still the 
world’s third-best performing big pharma 
stock after Eli Lilly and Abbvie. Perhaps if 
it had made a steadier journey to this point, 
instead of more than trebling in just over 
two years before its subsequent slide, 
there’d have been no drama. Try telling 
that to Lars Fruergaard Jorgensen. He has 
been replaced as CEO. 

The giddy trajectory raises two ques-
tions related to what might grubbily be 
called share-price management.

First, Novo should not have let market 
expectations run away. At issue here was 
the confidence it expressed that a succes-
sor to Wegovy, CagriSema, would achieve 
25% weight reduction. This long-held view 
within the company was expressed even a 
few weeks before trial data came in at 22.7% 
in December. That was still impressive, but 
the stock market was disappointed. Its 
shares tumbled amid concern that the 
shortfall would further weaken Novo’s 
competitive position. Company leadership 
is often overly preoccupied with how to get 
a share price up. But boards should worry 
about the stock price in both directions. As 
the cliché goes: under-promise and over-
deliver. Some may say a company can’t and 
shouldn’t try to control its share price. But 

that doesn’t let Novo off the hook. Should 
it not have taken advantage of the strength 
of its shares by using them as a currency to 
make an acquisition? That was an opportu-
nity even before the price went into over-
drive. Novo could have diversified, say, by 
buying a biotech firm focused on related 
areas such heart disease. Instead, Novo’s 
fortunes have yoked largely to Wegovy.

It’s hard to separate this from Novo’s 
governance. It has a controlling share-
holder in the form of the Novo Nordisk 
Foundation. This has a majority of the votes 
but a minority economic interest. Such 
foundation ownership is common in Scan-
dinavia. The stated objectives for the Novo 
investment include “contributing posi-
tively to the lives of people” and “generat-
ing competitive long-term financial 
results.” That doesn’t mean Novo the foun-
dation or Novo the drugmaker ignores 
ordinary shareholders. The foundation says 
it has an “arm’s length relationship” with 
Novo Nordisk, which in turn is governed by 
an independent board. It also says it’s “par-
ticularly mindful of observing and respect-
ing the rights of other shareholders.”

Nor has the foundation been passive. It 
sought the CEO change. And last year it 
struck a major deal to expand capacity. But 
the general idea that a long-term anchor 
shareholder is a good thing needs some 
qualification. Novo’s ownership structure 
and sheer size protect it from a takeover or 
shareholder activism: These are the twin 
threats that otherwise focus boards’ atten-
tion on their stock price. For a controlling 
shareholder with an indefinite investment 
horizon, the short-term share price—
whether a bubble is inflating or deflating— 
is unlikely to be of much concern.

In turn, such governance is more likely 
a brake than a spur to doing anything 
opportunistic, especially if it involves issu-
ing stock that might change the power 
dynamics. Small wonder that Novo has his-
torically avoided transformational deal-
making in favour of commercial partner-
ships and small bolt-ons. 

Long-term business value determines 
the share price over time. In the meantime, 
though, markets need to be managed as 
much as the business. A firm’s stock is a 
resource. New CEO Maziar Mike Doustdar 
says he doesn’t like what happened to the 
share price. Maybe he gets it. ©BLOOMBERG

Novo’s plight offers a lesson on 
managing market perceptions

This weight-loss drugmaker suffered from stock value overhype

It’s best for companies to under-promise 

and over-deliver. BLOOMBERG
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Today, the question is no longer whether 
a digital ID programme is necessary, but how 
quickly the country in question can imple-
ment it. The case for one is overwhelming: 
nations with strong digital ID systems can 
deliver services more efficiently, respond to 
crises more effectively and enable financial 
inclusion. Those without will increasingly 
find themselves unable to offer their citizens 
the level and variety of services expected of 
a modern economy.

In under a decade-and-a-half, things have 
come full circle. Countries that were once 
critical of India’s digital identity system are 
now implementing identity systems of their 
own. Its opponents have largely fallen silent, 
as the dystopia they had predicted would 
inevitably befall us has not materialized. To 
be clear, I am not doubting their motivations 
or questioning their intent, but just pointing 
out that they failed to appreciate how rapidly 
the world was digitizing and how essential a 
digital identity was going to prove in the 
future that was to come.

Ice hockey legend Wayne Gretzky, 
famously said, “I skate to where the puck is 
going to be, not where it has been.” India saw 
where the future was going to be. And built 
accordingly. The rest of the world is now fol-
lowing suit.

It has been nearly 15 years since the first 
Aadhaar number was issued and all the fears 
that it would lead to mass surveillance have, 
for the most part, not come to pass. Aadhaar 
has largely been used to deliver subsidies, 
provide benefits and ease public access to 
services. Not only did the technology not 
‘fail at scale,’ as we were warned it might, 
none of the widespread exclusion we were 
told would result came to pass. At the time of 
writing, over 130 billion Aadhaar authenti-
cations have taken place, suggesting that, at 
the very least, the system must have worked 
130 billion times.

The digital public infrastructure (DPI) 
revolution that Aadhaar launched dramati-
cally improved financial inclusion in the 
country. In 2011, just 35% of the population 
had bank accounts. Today, almost nine-
tenths of our population aged 15-plus has a 
bank account, even if some accounts go 
unused. Direct benefit transfers now reach 
millions of beneficiaries across 300-plus 
schemes, and during the covid lockdowns, 
Aadhaar enabled 11 million daily micro ATM 
transactions and took banking to India’s 
remotest villages.

But beyond these numbers, perhaps the 
greatest vindication of Aadhaar is the fact 
that once-fierce opponents of the very idea 

I
ndia’s digital identity project has had, 
throughout the life of the Aadhaar project, 
more than its fair share of criticism. 

Almost as soon as it was announced, it had to 
deal with angry opposition from all quarters, 
raising concerns about the fact that it was 
going to invade personal privacy and the 
surveillance that could result in if its data-
base were to be misused.

So widespread was the discomfort with 
Aadhaar that every time I travelled outside 
the country, I found myself having to explain 
why we were building it. This was particu-
larly the case in Europe, where, in the data 
protection circles I inhabit, no one had any 
qualms expressing their disapproval with 
what we were attempting. While I could 
understand how their lived experience dur-
ing World War II might have made them 
nervous about any attempt to establish a citi-
zen ID database, what was disappointing was 
that so much of their concern came from an 
imperfect understanding of how Aadhaar 
had been designed.

Aadhaar: Digital foresight gave us identity leadership 
RAHUL MATTHAN
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registered 90 million citizens, while Ethio-
pia intends to reach 70 million residents 
through its Fayda ID system.

Today, it is widely accepted that a digital 
identity is essential in an increasingly digital 
world. Countries without such ID systems 
risk being left behind, as they would be una-

ble to deliver services effi-
ciently and facilitate the 
digital transactions that 
modern economies need. 
This was clearly evident 
during the pandemic, 
when countries with robust 
digital identity infrastruc-
ture could respond three 
times more effectively than 
those that had to rely on 
paper-based systems.

As for the debate about 
privacy being traded off for 
utility, most countries have 
voted in favour of the latter, 

realizing that a robust digital ID system does 
more to enhance democratic governance 
than threaten it. According to McKinsey, a 
digital ID can unlock economic value of up to 
4% of a country’s GDP by reducing identity 
fraud and streamlining everything from 
banking to healthcare access.

of a digital identity are now implementing it 
in other countries. In what is, for me, per-
haps the most dramatic turnaround, the EU 
last May mandated that all its 27 member 
states should provide digital identity wallets 
to their 450 million citizens by December 
2026. The eIDAS 2.0 regulation represents 
one of the most compre-
hensive digital identity 
roll-outs in history, with 
cross-sector interoperabil-
ity and acceptance by both 
public and private service 
providers.

Through its ID4D initia-
tive, the World Bank is 
investing $1.2 billion in 
national ID projects across 
more than 30 countries. 
Paul Romer, a former 
World Bank chief econo-
mist, once described Aad-
haar as “the most sophisti-
cated ID programme in the world” and 
argued “it could be good for the world if this 
became widely adopted.” Across the world, 
26 countries have implemented identity sys-
tems using the MOSIP platform, and over 
130 million digital IDs have already been 
issued globally. The Philippines alone has 
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T
his August 6 marks 80 years of the US’s
nuclear bombing of Hiroshima, Japan,
which permanently altered the trajec-
tory of global security and warfare. The

two bombs dropped in 1945, on Hiroshima and
on Nagasaki three days later, killed over 
350,000 people instantly and left another 
400,000 dead within a few months — introduc-
ing the world to the devastating potential of 
weapons of mass destruction (WMDs). At the
time, the yield or intensity of these weapons 
was relatively modest compared to the nuclear
arsenal that exists today.  Today, the world 
faces far more advanced, lethal, and wide-
spread threats under the growing umbrella of
“dirty wars”. The scale of suffering and devasta-
tion is beyond comprehension, and today’s 
weapons are exponentially more powerful. 
There are estimated to be over 12,000 nuclear 
warheads in the world. Many of the modern 
strategic nuclear weapons are ther-
monuclear weapons, having yields 
equivalent to a 100 kilo tonnes (KT) of
TNT and above. This has the potential
to destroy the world as we know it 
many times over. Tactical nuclear 
weapons can be 50 KT and less.

The India-Pakistan conflict cap-
tures the world’s attention given both
have nuclear capabilities.  A nuclear 
bomb’s destruction extends far 
beyond its immediate blast radius. It generates
an intense fireball, a blinding flash, a shock-
wave and, most dangerously, ionising radia-
tion. The radioactive mushroom cloud not only
contaminates the target, but reaches far-flung
regions, depending on wind conditions — ren-
dering vast areas uninhabitable for decades.

In the Cold War era, WMDs were broadly
categorised under the NBC triad — nuclear, bio-
logical, and chemical weapons. Over time, 
radiological was added to this, creating the 
term CBRN. Each category brings its own hor-
rors: While nuclear weapons incinerate cities,
biological and chemical agents work invisibly,
silently, and over time.

Chemical weapons, although banned under
international law, are still accessible to States 
and non-State actors. They can be created using
widely available industrial and pharmaceutical
chemicals, turning everyday compounds into 
agents of mass death. Sarin, VX, chlorine, and
mustard gas are examples. Equally alarming 
are biological weapons — viruses and bacteria
designed to infect and kill populations indis-
criminately. The Covid-19 pandemic gave the 
world a preview to the havoc a simple virus can
unleash, even if accidental. But when weapon-
ised and intentionally released, pathogens 
could cripple societies, economies, and milita-

ries in a matter of days.
The proliferation of biological research facil-

ities worldwide, some poorly regulated, raises
grave concerns. The Wuhan lab controversy 
underlined the thin line between scientific 
exploration and potential dual use for bio-war-
fare. Biological and radiological warfare has 
become the preferred “silent weapon” of the 
future, and many nations are covertly advanc-
ing such capabilities under the guise of health
research.

A critical issue lies in the imbalance of offen-
sive and defensive capacities. While many 
nations possess the capability to launch CBRN
attacks, few are adequately prepared or capable
of defending themselves. Countries like China
have built subterranean tunnel networks hous-
ing military assets in case of nuclear or chemi-
cal strikes. Such preparation indicates an evolv-
ing mindset — wars will no longer be limited to

borders or frontlines. They will target
critical infrastructure, command-
and-control (C2) nodes, urban popu-
lations, and national willpower itself.

Missiles, aircraft, and now drones
can deliver munitions deep into the
hinterland. In a dirty war, collateral
damage will be immense — not just
military installations but power grids,
hospitals, transport systems, and even
the financial sector can be targeted

through kinetic, cyber, or biological means. 
Even conventional missile warheads will be 
toxic enough to cause permanent damage to 
the lungs, heart and brain. A dirty war is now a
creeping reality. Technology has empowered 
even smaller nations and insurgent groups to 
wield devastating power. Leaders today appear
less tolerant, more reactive, and increasingly 
reliant on first-strike doctrines.

What can nations do? Preparedness must be
comprehensive. This includes building CBRN
shelters in key cities and military bases and 
training first responders and civilians for CBRN
scenarios. It should be essential to stockpile 
antidotes, protective suits, and detection sys-
tems. The civil defence and NDMA should con-
duct regular drills and heighten awareness. 
Securing borders and labs against bio-acci-
dents/terrorism, investing in early warning, air
defence and missile defence systems, especially
empowered by space and cyber domains would
be essential. Civil defence needs revival. Strate-
gic deterrence must go hand-in-hand with soci-
etal resilience. Dirty wars may not be declared,
but their impact will be undeniable. Let us pre-
pare, not panic.

PJS Pannu is a retired lieutenant general with the 
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on that front.
At the same time, India’s impressive eco-

nomic performance is underscored by several
headline-grabbing trends across its major sec-
tors. For instance, in the realm of global supply
chains, India has emerged as a formidable com-
petitor in the smartphone market. This trans-
formation illustrates how India is successfully
capitalising on new geopolitical realities and 
diversifying manufacturing hubs.

Additionally, macroeconomic indicators
have painted an encouraging picture. With
retail inflation falling to a six-year low of 2.1%
in June 2025, the consumer sector has found
its footing amid otherwise volatile global
conditions. Employment metrics reveal a
healthy labour market. Exports have seen a
year-on-year boost of approximately 5.9%,
while remittances have reached a record
$135.5 billion. The Manufacturing Purchas-
ing Managers’ Index (PMI) in July 2025 hit a
17-year high of 59.2, reflecting robust indus-
trial activity and strong global demand.

Public health initiatives, too, have
contributed significantly to the over-
all picture. The Jan Aushadhi Ken-
dras, which offer affordable medi-
cine and have saved citizens
₹38,000 crore in health care costs
over the last 11 years, exemplify how
policy initiatives are directly allevi-
ating household expenses and
improving standards of living.

Energy and infrastructure sectors
are part of this rosy picture as well. India has
crossed the 1-billion-tonne mark for coal pro-
duction — a symbol of its energy self-reliance
— while simultaneously ramping up renewa-
ble energy capacity. With 22 gigawatts of
solar and wind capacity added in the first
half of 2025, India is on track to overtake the
US in clean energy installations.

In the digital domain, India’s transforma-
tion is truly remarkable, which reinforces
India’s position as a hub of technological
innovation.

Furthermore, the growth of Global Capa-
bility Centres (GCCs) in Tier-II and Tier-III
cities — now numbering over 1,700 and gen-
erating $64.6 billion in revenue — demon-
strates a broader socio-economic transfor-
mation. With these centres creating tens of
thousands of jobs outside the traditional
Tier-I urban hubs, India is leveraging lower
costs, burgeoning talent pools, and improved
infrastructure to reshape its economic geog-
raphy.

In essence, while President Trump’s state-
ments may have generated headlines, the
underlying data tells a more encouraging
story. India’s broad-based growth, strong
macroeconomic fundamentals, and strategic
policy shifts point to an economy that is far
more robust and resilient than any single
trade dispute could jeopardise. Rather than
succumbing to external pressure, India is
actively repositioning itself as a major player
on the global stage, capable of turning chal-
lenges into opportunities.

Ultimately, the narrative is one of confi-
dence, adaptability and strategic foresight.
India’s economic resilience serves as a com-
pelling counterpoint to any external rhetoric.

The picture, then, is not one of crisis but of
calculated evolution — a testament to India’s
ongoing journey towards becoming a robust
and dynamic engine of global growth.

Syed Zafar Islam is a national spokesperson of
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transitions, but for most Pakistanis 
they suggest a return of their country to
the US’s radar after a long period of 
being out in the cold.

What explains this shift? Given the
transactional frame of mind that domi-
nates the US, there is always the temp-
tation to look for a direct and material
factor. Numerous reasons are, there-
fore, assigned for this shift in US policy.
Pakistan’s counter-terrorism potential
and the assistance it can offer is one. 
That the US is keen to have some rela-
tionship with Pakistan given the grow-
ing spread of China in the region is 
another. There is also the view that rec-
ommendations of the US Central Com-
mand on Pakistan’s military potential 
vis-à-vis Iran in terms of its geographi-
cal location and the value of its air 
bases may have registered on the Presi-
dency amid the current situation in 
West and South West Asia. Some argue
that this shift in policy was also pushed
along by crypto currency deals, and by
US interest in potential Pakistani 
reserves of rare earth minerals. 

Each of these explanations may have
some merit but perhaps the weight of 
any or all of these should not be exag-

gerated. Instead, it is useful to refocus 
on some basics. Pakistan is the fifth 
largest country in the world in terms of
population with some 250 million peo-
ple. It is riven by instability. It has 
nuclear weapons. It is situated in a sen-
sitive geo-political location, almost in a
global fault line. Given these attributes
it was always only a matter of time that
the long downturn in US Pakistan rela-
tions would reverse and US interest in
Pakistan would reignite.

We are at that stage now. All major
powers decide on policies based on an
appreciation of their own interests and
their own understandings of evolving 
situations. To think that the long down-
turn in US Pakistan relations would 
have simply continued or that the US 
would see developments from our per-
spective alone is, and never was, a real-
istic assessment. We should take this 
shift in our stride. If some in India feel
betrayed or dismayed at this turn of 
events, they have only themselves to 
blame.

TCA Raghavan is a former Indian high
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Given the transactional nature that dominates the US, there is the 
temptation to find direct factors for the upswing in US-Pakistan relations AP

T
he impact of the US’s 25% tariff on
imports from India appears to be far
less catastrophic than what some had
predicted. Meanwhile, the trade deal

with the US remains in negotiation, and
there is every reason to expect that once
talks advance, the tariff rate could be scaled
down. Estimates suggest that the 25% tariff
might translate into an annual impact of just
$10-11 billion — a relatively modest impact.

With the American delegation scheduled to
visit New Delhi later in August, both sides have
ample opportunity to recalibrate their posi-
tions. Trade deals are shaped not by threats but
by diligent negotiations between officials repre-
senting institutional interests of their respective
countries. In that light, US President Donald 
Trump’s statements seem part of a broader tac-
tic aimed at bolstering America’s bargaining 
position rather than signalling an irreversible
shift in economic policy.

Therefore, there is no need to panic.
India’s growth story is one of rising momen-
tum, driven by deep structural
shifts and smart strategic position-
ing. Over the past year, India has
defied global headwinds that have
hindered many advanced econo-
mies. While high inflation, tighten-
ing monetary policies and geopoliti-
cal uncertainty have strained mar-
kets elsewhere, India has
maintained an impressive growth
trajectory.

India’s ability to sustain high growth is
anchored in robust domestic demand, strong
public capital expenditure, and the sustained
expansion of its booming services sector. At
the same time, there has been a deliberate
policy recalibration toward achieving self-re-
liance, integrating global supply chains and
boosting manufacturing competitiveness.
Initiatives like the Production Linked Incen-
tive (PLI) schemes across sectors such as
electronics, semiconductors and renewable
energy have attracted substantial foreign
direct investment. Moreover, the nation’s
digital revolution has firmly established
India as a leader in the digital economy
across the Global South.

In this context, the recently-signed
India-UK free trade agreement (FTA) takes
on added significance. While the FTA negoti-
ations were multifaceted, the agreement was
not solely about lowering tariffs or increas-
ing trade volumes; it was also about redefin-
ing economic diplomacy in a multipolar
world. For India, an ambitious FTA with the
UK offers several strategic advantages.

One, it sends a positive signal to global
investors, affirming that India remains open
for business — both strategic and reform-
minded. Two, the deal provides a pathway
for India to build deeper trade links with
advanced economies at a time when globali-
sation is evolving towards regionalisation.
And three, the agreement reinforces India’s
effort to diversify its export markets — a cru-
cial counterbalance to the uncertainties of
US trade policy and the slowing pace of
growth in some of its traditional markets.

The UK is currently India’s 18th largest
trading partner, with bilateral trade exceed-
ing $50 billion. The FTA will serve to lower
existing tariffs, ease regulatory hurdles and
promote greater mobility for Indian profes-
sionals. Even contentious issues, such as
agricultural trade, though politically sensi-
tive, appear manageable. The relatively mod-
est scale of UK agricultural exports could
provide the room needed to sidestep poten-
tial disputes, easing negotiation complexities

{ OUR TAKE }

India-US ties in 
the crosswires

Oval win heralds new 
era for Indian cricket

A
s this Indian team got ready to embark on a five-
Test series in England, the fear was they’d get
caught out by the conditions, by Bazball, by their

inexperience. They were missing Virat Kohli, R 
Ashwin and Rohit Sharma, all retired. They had a new 
captain in Shubman Gill, a struggling coach in Gautam 
Gambhir and their best bowler, Jasprit Bumrah, was 
going to play just three matches. An England tour 
would have been tough for the best of teams, but for a 
young squad, with such constraints, the difficulty level 
was a few notches higher. Sometimes, though, a crisis 
can bring the best in a team. Throughout the series, 
that is what India discovered, and as an HT analysis 
pointed out, while the outcome read 2-2 in terms of 
matches, it was 37-29 in favour of India in terms of 
sessions. In sports, teams are often judged from a 
historical perspective — can they repeat Wadekar & 
Co’s heroics from 1971 or do what Kapil’s devils did in 
1986? Are they as good as Ganguly’s boys or Dravid’s 
series-winning team from 2007? It is a measure of this 
team’s success that they are now part of that lore.

Captain Gill, who averaged 27.53 on pitches outside
India until this tour, made a record pile of runs that 
suggest that the team can be built around him (at the 
critical No.4 position). Rishabh Pant enhanced his 
reputation as a maverick game changer. KL Rahul 
offered calmness and solidity at the top. Large-hearted 
Mohammed Siraj revealed skills, stamina and nous to 
win matches. When called upon, everyone chipped in 
— Akash Deep, Washington Sundar, Yashasvi Jaiswal, 
Ravindra Jadeja. There are gaps still, and areas this 
team will have to work on, but the resilience they have 
demonstrated shows that England 2025 may mark the 
beginning of a new era. Even legends have to start 
somewhere.

I
ndia’s blunt response to US President Donald 
Trump’s repeated outbursts on New Delhi’s trade
and defence relations with Moscow highlighted the
double standards of Western powers that have 

criticised India for purchasing discounted Russian 
commodities over the past three years. Trump, who 
follows a completely transactional and unpredictable 
approach to global trade and key geo-strategic 
relationships, has spoken more than once in recent 
days about levying an unspecified penalty on India for 
its purchases of energy and military hardware from 
Russia, over and above the 25% tariff that he has 
already imposed on exports to the US.

The external affairs ministry’s response to Trump’s 
latest fusillade against India has two key takeaways: 
One, New Delhi reserves the right to choose its trade 
partners and will exercise strategic autonomy to meet 
its security needs; and two, the West must end its 
hypocrisy of offering one set of principles for the rest of 
the world and following another set to meet its own 
energy imperatives. A year ago, US officials, albeit 
under a different administration, had assured the 
Indian side that Russian crude refined in a third 
country, such as India, is not a “product of Russia” from 
a sanctions perspective. For India, Russian energy is a 
necessity to ensure predictable and affordable costs for 
Indian consumers amid volatile market conditions. At 
the same time, members of the EU and the US have 
retained their energy and other trade ties with Russia 
under carve-outs from sanctions packages. The EU’s 
latest sanctions, for example, provide exemptions for 
Canada, Norway, Switzerland, the UK and the US from 
an import ban on refined products made from Russian 
oil. Such double standards do not sit well with Trump’s 
sharp remarks about India. Sure, Trump’s posturing 
may be aimed at pressuring India to conclude a trade 
deal that is to the advantage of the US, but this is no way 
to treat an important partner. While Washington has 
taken the moral high ground on Ukraine (one reason 
Trump has cited for targeting India), it appears 
unconcerned about Israel’s war in Gaza that has 
claimed more than 60,000 Palestinian lives. 
Washington will be mistaken to take India for granted 
at a time when Trump is dining with the Pakistan army 
chief in the aftermath of the Pahalgam terror attack. 
Such moves may even push New Delhi closer to 
Moscow, a longstanding and reliable ally.

India-US ties have evolved from the Cold War days, 
when New Delhi was allied to Moscow and 
Washington patronised Islamabad, to achieve a 
relatively balanced relationship based on mutual 
respect, democratic values, and strategic interests. 
Trump’s short-sighted and transactional approach to 
diplomacy threatens to disrupt that journey.

T
here is a discernible sense
of satisfaction within Paki-
stan’s strategic fraternity at
the undeniable uptick in
the US-Pakistan interface
over the past few months.

Some may dispute the extent, but given
how the relationship had eroded in the
past decade-and-a-half, any improve-
ment represents a big change.

The principal milestones of the
US-Pakistan downturn are well known.
For Pakistan, the US detection and kill-
ing of Osama bin Laden in 2011 in 
Abbottabad was a betrayal and a public
humiliation. For many Pakistanis, that
the US acted clandestinely deep inside
Pakistan superseded the enormity of 
the fact that Osama had been living 
there all the time under the very noses
of the Pakistan military. The free fall 
continued with mounting US frustra-
tions over Pakistan’s double game in 
Afghanistan.

President Trump’s 2018 New Year
Day tweet exemplified this view. The 
tweet underlined US foolishness in giv-
ing Pakistan billions of dollars in aid in
return for deceit and lies! This was con-
sistent with emergent US narratives 
about Pakistan, but that it was from the

President himself made it doubly sig-
nificant. Through the Biden tenure 
matters crystallised at a low plateau of
bad blood and mutual recriminations.
The US’s final withdrawal from 
Afghanistan in August 2021 in disorder
and disarray added another layer to the
deep strategic mistrust and suspicion 
that now characterised the relation-
ship. President Biden did not have even
a telecon with Imran Khan during the
time he was PM and Imran Khan in 
turn blamed the US for his premature
ouster from power. In the 
meantime, most US military 
and security assistance was 
suspended. What perhaps 
hurt Pakistan the most was 
the impact this had on train-
ing programmes for Pakistan
military officers in the US.

All this happened also
when the India-US relation-
ship seemed effortlessly to go
from strength to strength. This further
highlighted the distance between 
Washington and Islamabad.

The past few months appear quite
different. The change was animated 
quite dramatically by Field Marshal 
Asim Munir being hosted by President
Trump in June 2025 in the immediate
aftermath of Operation Sindoor. It is 
most unusual — perhaps even unprec-
edented — for a US president to host a
chief of a foreign military who is not a 
head of State or government.

This shift also coincides with new
ambiguities in the US-India interface —
perhaps triggered by President 
Trump’s constant reiteration of having

prevented further escalation in the 
India-Pakistan conflict during Opera-
tion Sindoor. To many in Pakistan, this
has “internationalised” Kashmir and 
highlighted the importance of third-
party intervention as equally that even
the US was skeptical about India’s 
claims and demands.

There had been earlier indicators of
change beginning with President 
Trump’s acknowledgement of Paki-
stan’s counter-terrorism assistance in
his State of the Union Address in 

March 2025. The allocation of
a significant financial pack-
age as assistance to Pakistan
for maintaining its F16 air-
craft despite an otherwise
stringent foreign aid cutback,
was another.

Alongside, more even-
handed references to the
India-Pakistan dynamic,
meetings and telephone con-

versations between the US secretary of
State and senior Pakistan leaders fur-
ther underlined this shift. The 
announcement of a US-Pakistan Trade
Agreement, albeit with a 19% tariff on 
imports from Pakistan, and Trump’s 
enthusiastic references to hydrocarbon
exploration and investment, are but 
the latest in this trend. The trade agree-
ment may not be the best deal Pakistan
could have got, but it is not as bad as 
could have been, and in any case some
deal was better than no deal as far as 
the government of Pakistan was con-
cerned.

It may well be argued that there is
nothing particularly significant in these

For Pakistan & US, it is 
back to doing business
Given Pakistan’s 
geographical location 
and the geopolitical 
moment, an uptick in 
Washington’s ties with 
Islamabad was inevitable

A

{ FERDINAND R MARCOS JR. } PRESIDENT, THE PHILIPPINES

P
We now refer to it (the Asia-Pacific) 
as the Indo-Pacific region, which is, 
I think, a correct evolution of the 
understanding because of the global 
nature of all the politics, all the trade 

and all of the economy
During his ongoing State visit to India

India’s economic resilience 
guards against tariff threats
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President Trump’s remarks threaten the 
diplomatic gains of the past many years

Syed Zafar 
Islam

TCA 
Raghavan
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Company boards are meant to be the shareholder’s best defence
against management. They keep CEOs focused on profits and
shareholder value. Typically, a CEO should be losing the trust
of  their board if  sales are falling, the competition is gaining the
upper hand, and the brand is losing value due to ill-advised po-
litical engagement — pretty much the things Tesla is feeling
the brunt of. But the carmaker’s board has, instead, put con-
ventional management wisdom on its head by offering Elon
Musk $29 bn in shares to be more attentive to his job. Never
mind that the courts have struck down an earlier, even more
generous package Tesla had offered its CEO.

Interestingly, investors seem to approve the move. The Tesla
stock climbed on the announcement after
having lost about a quarter of  its value this
year. The EV-maker has created enormous
shareholder value with Musk at the helm,
and investors see him as key to unlocking
even more value. Admittedly, driverless cars
are so far the most lucrative of  Musk’s pre-
occupations — the other ones being colonis-

ing space with reusable rockets, and implanting chips inside the
human brain. But the question remains open whether piling on
legally-challenged incentives is the right way to go about focusing
the mind of  the world’s richest man. A slide in the value of  Musk’s
shareholding in Tesla would serve the same purpose. It constitu-
tes a big part of  his net worth, and allows him to chase objectives
like defending democracy through the acquisition of  Twitter. The
political and business objectives of  that deal remain unclear.

Musk is an extraordinary innovator. He is, however, not the
only innovator out there. And not all his innovations have ma-
de money. Tesla’s shareholders can’t be entirely faulted for
playing it safe.

Tesla Raises Its Bets
On Elong Shot Musk Bell Curves n R Prasad
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Affording a Healthy Diet

India once thought  
with delight,

‘Doland’s our friend,  
he shines the light!’

But with tariffs  
and sneers,

And back-channel jeers,
Delhi’s learnt he just 
ghosted mid-flight.

Source: The State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World 2025

In upper-middle- and high-income countries, the prevalence and 
number of  people unable to afford a healthy diet have been declining 
since 2020. In lower-middle-income countries, the number decreased 
between 2020 and 2024, but this improvement is mainly explained by 
the significant decrease in unaffordability in India. Excluding India from 
the group shows that, in LMICs, the number of people unable to afford a 
healthy diet actually increased from 791 m in 2019 to 869 m in 2024...
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Since we’re asking for
subsidies, might as 
well look the part.

It’s (imperfectly) understandable that as products and
users of  social media, we have been impressed by Donald
Trump’s trademark petulance and style of  ALL CAPS
functioning. The man is the archetypal product of  social
media himself. But as with things when applied to oneself,
our admiration for his bull-in-a-Beijing shop brashness
goes down quite a few notches when it’s targeted towards
India. And that seems to be in play now, as the leader of  the
not-so-free market world — of  which India is part of  too
—threatens another tranche of  tariffs for ‘buying massi-
ve amounts of  oil’ from Russia and selling it for ‘big pro-
fits’. ‘Pot. Kettle. Black.’ could well be India’s voice mes-
sage on its answering machine.

It’s been a while since the Trump regime pitched its tent
in January this year. By now, countries have — or, at any
rate, should have — got more than a fair understanding

of  how its algorithm works: extreme
short-termism of  the hashtag kind.
While everybody loves (read: is enter-
tained by) a good disruption, Trump’s
haggler-on-the-roof  method is trying.
It also has diminishing returns, espe-
cially when aimed at countries with
substantial leverage like China.

Trump’s way of  doing business is also understandable.
The man is 79 years old, and it’s 1,189 days away from when
Americans go a-voting again. By November 7, 2028, the
consequences of  Trump tariffs will become evident not
only to the world but also to Americans. Thus the hurry
and geopolitical speed dating. Reacting to Trump’s latest
cage-rattle this week, India has been able to distinguish
hug from haggle. Trade with the US, till now also a condu-
it for trading with the world especially in the tech sphere,
can now be treated as one shop among many on the high
street. It would be playing into Trump’s hands to react
‘emoji-cally’. Instead, GoI should adopt a clear-headed, à
la carte approach, and aim to widen the marketplace while
taking stock of  India’s own inventory. After all, Mall USA
is not going away, not even after November 2028. Till then,
strengthen our nets. There’s other fish in the sea.

There’s Trump, and
Then There’s America
Adopt a clear-headed, à la carte approach

India’s economy is undergoing a drama-
tic transformation. But its competition
policy feels like a relic. While the world
redesigns antitrust frameworks for the
digital age, India continues to address
21st-c. monopolies with tools that belong
to the typewriter era.

The risk is not simply about policy lag.
It’s about allowing the marketplace to
evolve into something it was never mea-
nt to be — a moat for incumbents, rather
than a playground for new ideas.

There is something oddly theatrical
about India’s markets. A few giants now
play every role — producer, distributor,
seller and reviewer. If  capitalism were a
Bollywood film, we would be somewhe-
re deep into the second act. The camera
never pans away from the stars. The
script is over-designed, the plot barely
believable, and the supporting cast is
left applauding from the wings.

What this production lacks is direc-
tion. A strong antitrust regime should
function as the off-stage hand that can
stop the show when the ensemble is
replaced by a monopoly.

Start with the illusion of  choice. Con-
sumers seem to have endless options.
Multiple apps, brands and platforms. In
reality, their decisions are quietly mana-
ged by default settings, recommendati-
on engines and closed ecosystems. You
think you are shopping around. You are
actually walking a hallway with two
doors, both leading to the same room.
This isn’t a marketplace of  ideas. It’s an
orchestra conducted by a duopoly that
writes both the score and the reviews.

India’s Competition Act of  2002 was
well-intended. But it was born in a simp-
ler time. It functions well in hindsight. It
spots the corpse, but doesn’t see the mur-
der coming. In a world where algorith-
mic decisions are made in milliseconds,
retrospective enforcement is like send-

ing a telegram after a cyberattack.
We don’t need more post-mortems. We

need a pre-emptive immune system. One
that stops dominance before it ossifies.

The trouble is not confined to digital
platforms. The same centralisation is
quietly embedding itself  into India’s
physical infrastructure. Ports, airports,
fibre networks, toll roads, data centres
—arteries of  the economy are increas-
ingly controlled by a select few. When a
single group manages warehouse, gate-
way, fibre pipe and checkout, what you
have is not a supply chain but a bottle-
neck with a business plan.

Consumers are left with the ‘invisible
tax of  absence’. No second airport ter-
minal, no rival broadband, no alternati-
ve toll road. Choice, in infrastructure, is
not a feature. It is the foundation. And that
foundation is steadily being privatised.

Around the world, competition autho-
rities have shifted focus. The EU’s Digit-
al Markets Act targets gatekeepers who
control access to platforms and users. It
forbids self-preferencing, demands data
separation and insists on real interoper-
ability. Britain followed with its 2024 legis-
lation that empowers regulators to inter-
vene before harm becomes structural.

The US, traditionally more lenient, is
catching up. Federal Trade Commissi-
on, under Lina Khan, has taken on Big
Tech with a zeal not seen in decades.
Lawsuits have replaced policy briefs,
and default settings are now considered
battlegrounds for competition. Even
Japan and South Korea have started

Partha Sinha

Letters to the editor may be addressed to

editet@timesofindia.com

NARAYANI GANESH

Is it possible to love someone
deeply without being attached?
‘Attachment isn’t love — it’s fear
wearing love’s disguise,’ points
out Ajahn Kavi, Thai Buddhist
monk. Loving someone truly is
unconditional love that is expect-
ations-free and genuine, whereas
being attached to someone and
then describing that as love is
really something else. An adult
offspring who fears losing her
parent is, in fact, insecure about
her future — ‘What if  mom dies
and I am left to fend for myself?
How do I know if  she will have
provided for my future if  she sud-
denly exits this world? Should I
not be given my inheritance even
while she is living?’ A child who
thinks this way but confuses this
feeling of  insecurity and attach-
ment for love, causes more angst
and discomfort to the parent who
is perhaps trying to cope with an
illness and sorting her finances
and relationships. Hounding a
sick person with a barrage of
questions regarding inheritance
matters is abominable behaviour.

In unconditional love, you put
the person you love, first. Their
care and comfort and their wish-
esare what concern you, not what
you might get from them. Self-
less love is true love. Attachment
makes you manipulative; you try
to control the person you suppo-
sedly love, which is the opposite
of  what you ought to do. The per-
son being loved ought to feel free
and comfortable in your presence.
Attachment is never permanent;
once you get what you want, your
attachment may turn to indiffer-
ence and even neglect. Whereas
in love, nothing changes; it is com-
forting, healing and peaceful.

Attachment
And Love
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R
ex Americae Donald Tru-
mp has taken the US out of
the Paris Climate Accord,
WHO and Unesco. He has
seceded, effectively, from

WTO. He has ruptured the institution-
al underpinning of  Pax Americana,
and uprooted the dollar as the world’s
anchor currency. He is forcing other
nations to invest in the US. He is an en-
emy of  free cross-border flows of  goods,
capital and people.

Left to himself, he would wreck glo-
balised growth. He must be checked.
India must take the lead to salvage glo-
balisation and its redemptive virtues.
BRICS, of  which India is a founding
member, can be galvanised to serve as
the vehicle for mobilising the largest
economies of  the world to save globali-
sed growth.

The EU is paralysed by the fear of  los-
ing America’s security cover, and has
responded to the Trump offensive with
all the quick wits of  a bunny caught in
the headlights. China, the other major
economy and another founding mem-
ber of  BRICS, has been busy getting
the best bargain for itself, and has
not thought of  global
leadership.

Globalisation has
been good for the
developing world. Of
course, Indian Leftists
would demur, colonised
as they are by the West-
centric narrative of  wi-
dening inequalities, and
the rich growing fabu-
lously rich at the expen-
se of  stagnant lives of
the working people. Of
course, income inequa-
lity has been growing
within countries around the world. At
the same time, the gap between median

incomes of  the world’s rich and poor
nations has been narrowing. More to
the point, absolute incomes at the bot-
tom of  the social pyramid have been ris-
ing, allowing unprecedented numbers
to climb out of  the wretchedness of  po-
verty, and acquire a modicum of  hum-
an agency, dignity and aspirations.

With policies in place to broaden the
participatory base of  globalised grow-
th, India witnessed rapid growth in
real wages during 2003-14. Poverty fell.
So did maternal and infant mortality
rates. Rural road networks lengthened
and grew dense, connecting more peo-
ple to markets and towns that beck-
oned migrants. Construction work dra-
ined rural areas of  workers, raising
rural wages, and giving those who to-

ok to construction and
slightly more skilled

work in whatever
was constructed
new levels of  in-

come.
Telecom net-

works spread and
connected ever
more people to
the world. A new
world of  tech-en-
abled opportuni-
ty opened up, the
doorway to it sit-

ting snug in the calloused palm of  the
worker, and the still tender hands of

their children.
Homegrown policy

had attacked this em-
ancipatory process be-
fore Trump. Demo-
netisation, divisive
politics that tears
apart essential so-
cial cohesion, ham-
handed implementa-
tion of  GST, the man-
made Covid migrant
crisis, failure to refi-
nance NBFCs that
funded builders, con-
tractors and larger in-
frastructure developers during the
economy’s Covid coma — all these ha-
ve depressed India’s gross fixed capital
formation below 30%, the level first re-
ached in 2004 and sustained till 2014. In-
dia’s aspirational growth rate now is
7%. 10% is the stuff  of  dreams.

It is vital to protect globalised grow-
th, to get out of  the rut in which India’s
economy is stuck. India must persua-
de BRICS to spearhead Operation Sal-
vage. The EU, Japan, Canada, Asean,
Australia, Opec and the African Union
must be persuaded to create another
WTO, minus the US. One relatively ea-
sy way to do this is for everyone to join
the Comprehensive and Progressive
Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partner-
ship (CPTPP), and create a dispute set-
tlement mechanism for the grouping.

BRICS must go ahead with its pro-
posals for a BRICS Reinsurance arm
and BRICS Clear, a clearing and hold-
ing facility for cross-border financial
transactions on the lines of  Euroclear.
Most significantly, BRICS should laun-
ch a stablecoin benchmarked against
Special Drawing Rights (SDR), IMF’s
unit of  account. It must comply with
the provisions of  the US Genius Act,
holding reserves equal to the value of
stablecoins issued. This could be the
currency for transactions in which the
US is not a counterparty. A currency
on the blockchain would obviate the
need for a messaging system like
SWIFT for cross-border capital flows.

India can lead only if  it has
credibility. That calls for tough

political choices. End sectarian
politics, to begin with. Let the
briefings on Operation Sindo-
or jointly by a Muslim officer
and a Hindu officer set the

template for the future.
Separate producer sub-

sidy from consumption
subsidy in agriculture.

India’s current food
subsidy conflates the

two. Give farmers inco-
me support, as the EU
does. End limitless pro-
curement. Let trade
handle the bulk of  pro-
curement, storage and
distribution of  grain.
Build buffer stocks and

an intelligent distribution system, to
flatten price spikes anywhere in the co-
untry. Expand work schemes, disabili-
ty and old-age pensions to ensure eve-
ryone has the resources to buy food. In-
dia’s farm policy will cease to be a deal-
breaker in trade talks.

Levy an R&D cess on companies that
have a turnover of  ̀̀ 500 cr or more and
do not spend at least 5% of  turnover on
own R&D. Give graded tax breaks on
income derived from IP developed in-
house. Scrap all protection, save a uni-
form 5% import duty, fortified by anti-
dumping and safeguard duties, to shel-
ter domestic industry from unfair ex-
ternal competition.

Rid the world of  kings and pretend-
ers. Use trade and growth, instead of
guillotines.

Op Salvage, or US Plus One

Too big a gulf of America

T K Arun

India must take the lead to rescue globalisation and its redemptive virtuesCURSOR

He Fought for the
Marginalised
Apropos ‘Tribal Leader, who
Fought for Jharkhand State,
Dead at 81’ by Kumar Anshu-
man (Aug 5), Shibu Soren will
be remembered as a popular
tribal icon who fought for the
rights of  the marginalised com-
munities and played a pivotal
role in decade-long statehood
movement that culminated
into Jharkhand being carved
out from Bihar 25 years ago. So-
ren was also a steadfast suppor-
ter of  Telangana statehood
cause. Known as Dishom Guru,
people’s guide, he reclaimed
tribal land and brought adivasi
voices in the parliament. From
the forests to the legislative
assembly, Soren gave voice to
the voiceless.
Bal Govind
Noida

Focus on RBI
For Rate Cut
This refers to ‘Banks Keep An
Eye On New Liquidity, Co-lend-
ing Norms’ by Alekh Angre
(Aug 5). Opinions are split on
whether RBI will go for a rate

cut again tod-
ay after 3 back-
to-back reduc-
tions in the
previous revi-
ews, to suppo-
rt growth. The
elevated US ta-
riff  uncertain-

ties posing new issues is enga-
ging top attention. Back home,
after a long fight against infla-
tion, the pressures have eased
considerably and the level is
well under control, while grow-
th again began to assume top
focus. Some analysts expect a
pause in the key policy repo
rate, few others anticipate ano-
ther 25 bps rate cut. The Indian
economy is in a relatively sou-
nd position and is set to make it
big in a sustained manner.
Srinivasan Umashankar
Nagpur

Test Match Was
The Winner
Apropos ‘Sirajical Strike’ by
Anand Vasu (Sports World Play,
Aug 5), a 2-2 verdict, following
India snatching a 6-run victory
against England at The Oval,
was an apt reflection of  a well-
contested Test series that featu-
red 5 matches. Mohammed Sir-
aj was the undisputed star of
The Oval finale, even as India
found several heroes during
the gruelling tour. However, it
was the game, especially Test
match cricket, said to be dying
in the face of  white ball T20 on-
slaught, which was the winner.
Gregory Fernandes
Mumbai

Chat Room

As the world grapples with
shifting demographics,
thanks to declining fertility
and rising longevity, ageing
is no longer a distant concern
but a lived reality. McKinsey’s
recent report, ‘Dependency
and depopulation? Confront-
ing the consequences of  a
new demographic reality’,
paints the big picture. But
The Ageing Project podcast
brings it home. In its first
episode, Aging well begins
and ends with mobility
with Dr Vonda Wright, the
doctor breaks down the sci-

ence and strategy of
staying strong, mo-
bile and mentally
sharp as we age.

Interview-
ed by Shelly

Craft, Wri-
ght, a
seasoned
orthopae-

dic surgeon
and author, deli-

vers a powerful mes-
sage: ageing well is a choice,
not fate. And it begins with
valuing yourself. From why
weight isn’t everything (body
composition is), to the deep
connection between mobility
and brain function, she lays
out actionable insights.

What makes the episode
stand out is its focus on mo-
bility as a lifeline, not just for
physical health but for men-
tal resilience too. Packed
with wisdom from her five
books and podcast Hot For
Your Health, Wright’s pers-
pective is practical and em-
powering. If  you’re curious
about thriving in a greying
world, this podcast is a great
first step. 

Move More,
Age Better

PEAS IN A 
PODCASTPut Trust in Antitrust

examining algorithmic bias and plat-
form neutrality.

China’s approach is more opaque, but
no less firm. When its regulators bring
down a tech giant, it’s often swift and po-
litically aligned. The message is simple:
no company grows beyond the state’s
comfort zone.

India is inching towards the future with
its proposed Digital Competition Bill. The
Bill seeks to impose obligations on ‘sys-
temically significant digital intermedi-
aries’, asking them to behave more like
neutral infrastructure and less like land-
lords with a favourite tenant. No bund-
ling. No unfair ranking. No quiet prefe-
rence for in-house brands. It borrows
from Brussels, adapts for Delhi, and if
enforced well, it could make up for deca-
des of  policy inertia.

Because without it, the market won’t
crash but congeal. Space for startups will
shrink, funding will chase favour rather
than innovation. The price of  admission
will no longer be a good idea but a good
relationship with the gatekeepers.

Antitrust policy is not a punishment
for success. It’s a safety net for fairness.
It ensures that achievement does not
calcify into entitlement. It reminds us
that markets are not meant to be gated
estates where old money and new data
sit comfortably, sipping synergy.

India stands at a crucial fork. One road
leads to genuine plurality — more prod-
ucts, platforms, participants. The other
leads to a curated monopoly garden wh-
ere every flower is owned, every bench re-

served, and the pub-
lic is welcome only
on guided tours.

The market is not
your mother. It does
not love you uncon-
ditionally. It will not
hold your hand th-
rough failure, or
clap for your poten-
tial. It’ll reward do-
minance if  no one
stops it. And puni-
sh aspiration if  no
one protects it.

The writer is a senior
advisory professionalBreak the illusion of choice

Rid the world of
kings and

pretenders. Use
trade and growth,

instead of
guillotines

So, when did the Supreme Court decide to start doling out
lectures on patriotism? Sure, giving anyone who criticises
the army a stern finger-wag is understandable — from an
RWA uncle. But why is the court getting harangued by any-
one who had stated, rightly or wrongly, that the Chinese are
‘thrashing our soldiers in Arunachal Pradesh’ and telling
him, ‘If  you were a true Indian, you would not say all this.’
Yes, the army can give the chap a dressing down, especially
if  the claim is unsubstantiated. The government, too, can
give the gentleman a piece of  its mind — considering the
real critique was made by Rahul Gandhi, an opposition poli-
tician, against GoI’s handling of  the Galwan Valley clashes.

From interpreting laws to delivering unsolicited TED Talks
on patriotism is a strange gear shift. Suddenly, the judiciary
is talking not about rights or facts but about hurting the na-
tion’s soul, or some such. Even as jingoism jingles louder
each day, one would think the army to be brave enough to de-
fend itself  from charges of  ‘getting thrashed’. Imagine an-
ti-Vietnam protesters in pre-Trump America being told by
courts that they can’t be true Americans if  they sloganeer,
‘Hey, hey LBJ! How many kids did you kill today?’ Actually,
hold that thought. Trumpland is doing much of  that today.
So, we suppose, our courts are simply ahead of  their curve.

Patriotism Pe Charcha,
Your Honours?

Courts giving lectures on crossing
desh bhakti lines is odd

THINK ABOUT IT

India must persuade
BRICS, EU, Japan,
Canada, Asean,

Australia, Opec and
AU to create another
WTO, minus the US
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T
he turbulence unleashed by the tari� fracas
will impact external demand and likely lead
to a slowdown in private capex, as India’s

companies push their expansion plans down the
road. Indeed, the FY26 first quarter results
announced by 955 listed companies tell a story of
sluggish revenue and profit growth.

Besides the tari� factor, the structural
slowdown in sectors such as IT, FMCG and
automobiles has hurt earnings. Revenue
growth for companies, excluding BFSI,
slowed to 6.7 per cent in the first quarter of
this fiscal year, down from 9 per cent growth
in the previous quarter. Adjusted profits for
the companies slowed in similar vein to 6.3
per cent, down from 9.9 per cent
year-on-year growth in the fourth quarter of
FY25. There was, however, a slight
improvement in gross margins as falling
inflation reduced input cost pressure. The
slowdown in profitability was led by
heavyweights such as banks, information
technology and FMCG sectors. Meanwhile,
sectors such as IT are struggling anyway, due
to the inability to adapt to changing market
preferences. Likewise, changing consumer
preferences in the passenger car segment
has impacted the performance of car
makers. 

The sheer size of the FMCG market
renders strong double-digit growth unlikely
going ahead. Banks are witnessing a
compression in net interest margins due to
interest rate cuts; slowing retail credit
growth is hurting bottomlines of private
banks. Cyclical sectors such as oil refining,
steel and cement managed to record strong
earnings growth, aided by improved
realisation and a low base in the first quarter
of the last fiscal year. Continued government
spending on capex appears to have helped
infrastructure developers. Two-wheeler
companies, however, performed well as rural
demand buoyed revenues. For India Inc, the
environment could stay challenging in the
coming quarters. The impact of the tari�
hike will be keenly felt in some sectors,
impacting listed companies in machines and
mechanical appliances, auto and auto
components and textiles. However, the
reduction in global demand due to this
upheaval will weigh on exporters. It is just as
well that pharmaceuticals exports have for
now been spared the revised tari�. Slowing
retail credit growth implies that domestic
consumption could get impacted. Large IT
companies planning to cut down their
workforce, or reduce salary increments to
shore margins, could trigger a slowdown in
urban consumption — as IT employees act
as major drivers here. 

Given these dampeners, the undue
optimism built into stock prices is cause for
concern. With the benchmarks moving close
to lifetime highs, valuations are once again
quite pricey in many pockets. Earnings need
to grow at a far higher rate to maintain prices
at these levels. Disappointments in earnings
could lead to stock price volatility. Investors
need to temper their expectations from
equity markets in the coming quarters, and
be prepared for volatility as prices align with
the underlying reality.

Sputtering along 
Q1 results point to bumpy road ahead for India Inc 
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Trump’s unfair move
This refers to ‘As Trump warns of
sti�er tari�s, Delhi mulls support to
exporters’ (August 5). The US
President has the privilege of
bringing countries that impose high
tari�s on goods and services
exported from the US to the
negotiation table and striking deals
amicably. However, it is unfair to
impose high tari�s on India by citing
its trade relations with Russia, while
the US and the EU continue to
import uranium, palladium, and
fertilizers from Russia.
India’s move to extend more support
to exporters is a strategic step in the

right direction. The relationship
between India and the US had been
on the right track until President
Trump openly began criticising
India’s high-tari� regime. Trump
should understand that his public
outcry, in which he referred to India
as a “dead economy”, only highlights
how disconnected he is from reality.
His tactics of leaning towards
Pakistan merely to provoke India are
bound to prove futile. Such
behaviour is inappropriate for
someone of his stature as the
President of the US.
S Lakshminarayanan
Puvanur, TN

Related party deals
This refers to ‘SEBI proposes
threshold-based framework for
related party deals’ (August 5). The
proposed fixation of scale-based
limits to ensure materiality thresholds
for listed entities, primarily to
establish transparency and
monitoring of the promoter
transactions, is a noteworthy step.
This would ease the compliance
burden of entities under present
norms warranting disclosures and
obtaining shareholder approval based
on number of transactions and if the
transactions of value ₹1,000 crore or
10 per cent of the turnover,

whichever is lower. Also, the simplified
set of disclosures proposed to be made
to audit committee, linked to varying
threshold limits, would substantially
benefit larger firms involved in high
value recurring transactions in saving
time and costs. The changes in RTP
deal norms in respect of omnibus
approvals, especially in respect of large
entities is also desirable, to support the
operational e�ciency. 
Sitaram Popuri
Bengaluru

Sulphur emission norms
This refers to ‘Smoke and mirrors’
(August 5). Despite the rising concern

about climate change and the
catastrophes it brings to India, the
government instead of tightening
norms has decided to do away with
the existing law of treating sulphur
emissions in thermal power plants. It
is no great secret who stands to
benefit. The citizens of India must
wake up to the dangers and force the
government to do a rethink on the
matter, because whatever money is
saved in doing away with the sulphur
emission norms, the common citizen
will pay multiple times in health
costs.
Anthony Henriques
Mumbai
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P
resident Trump’s imposition of
25 per cent tari�s on Indian
exports is a cause for concern, but

not panic. His administration’s
aggressive stance stems from his
frustration over India’s refusal to accept
his unfair trade demands, unlike other
US allies like the UK, Japan, or South
Korea that capitulated to his pressure,
accepting unfair terms while promising
huge, unattainable, investments. India
has responded maturely, asserting its
red lines loud and clear.

Crucially, India’s economy is
domestic consumption-driven, not
export-led. The IMF recently raised
India’s GDP growth forecast to 6.4 per
cent for 2025 and 2026, and even in the
worst-case scenario, the tari�s may
shave o� only 0.2–0.3 percentage points.
It is simple arithmetic; a $4.2 trillion
economy can sustain the loss of around
$90 billion, the value of our US exports.
With domestic consumption accounting
for 60 per cent of GDP, and favourable
inflation and monsoon trends, internal
demand remains robust. Nonetheless,
the export sector is a vital employer of
nearly 90 million people, mostly in
labour-intensive industries like textiles,
apparel, gems and jewellery.

In FY25, India’s merchandise exports
totalled $438 billion, with imports at

$721 billion ($113 from China). The US
accounted for the largest share (20 per
cent) of these exports ($87 billion),
followed by the UAE ($37 billion). Only
28 countries accounted for 76 per cent
of our exports, and with many of these
India has trade agreements — like Japan,
the UAE, Singapore, Australia, Thailand,
South Korea, etc. India is negotiating
similar agreements with others like the
EU and GCC. It recently signed FTAs
with the UK and EFTA. These
agreements are vital to mitigating the
adverse e�ects of US tari�s.

WHERE JOBS WILL BE HIT

Trump’s tari�s will seriously a�ect
sectors that are India’s top employment
generators. New tari�s now raise duties
on gems and jewellery, textiles and
apparel. In contrast, competitors like
Bangladesh and Vietnam will enjoy a
lower tari�. However, international
trade is highly interdependent. These
countries source significant raw
materials like textile fibres from India,
which may partially o�set India’s losses.
Food and agricultural products, too, will
face increased tari�s, a�ecting
employment, while other key sectors
like steel, aluminium will attract 50 per
cent tari�s and auto parts 25 per cent.
Tari�s could cost India $20-30 billion in
export revenues in the short term.
However, some vital exports — like
pharmaceuticals, smartphones,

petroleum products, and copper — have
been temporarily spared.
Pharmaceuticals is a top export product
to US. India’s service sector remains its
most formidable strength. In FY 2025,
India exported $383 billion worth of
services, yielding a surplus of $189
billion. About 70 per cent of these
exports stem from IT services, including
AI. The US absorbed a big share of these
exports. As of now, Trump has not
targeted this sector, likely because of the
practical challenges of replacing Indian
IT services overnight. Still, the risk of
future action remains.

Trump’s broader vision involves
remaking the US economy into a
technology-driven manufacturing
powerhouse by disrupting global supply
chains. India must adapt to this
structural shift, taking lessons from

Trump’s first term. When faced with
tari�s on steel and aluminium, India
successfully redirected engineering
exports to Europe and Southeast Asia by
scaling up value addition in products.
But in textiles,, India quickly lost ground
to Bangladesh and Vietnam because of
cost and infrastructure ine�ciencies.

The way forward lies in bold,
structural reforms and strategic
investments to modernise textile
clusters, improve port access, subsidise
energy, and to move up the value chain
— focusing on precision engineering,
green technology, and advanced
machinery, rather than low-margin
assembly operations.

Government support is essential for
easier credit access to exporters, tax
breaks and GST relief to MSMEs, and
liberal incentives like PLI to attract
foreign firms to make in India
specifically for foreign markets. India
should also proactively seek new
markets in East Africa, Latin America,
Southeast Asia, and the Middle East,
using FTAs to build strategic resilience.

The recent US flirtation with Pakistan
shows how unreliable it can be as a
strategic partner. India must resist
buying American weapons and instead
strengthen self-reliance in defence
manufacturing.

The writer, a former DG of CAG of India, is Professor of
Arun Jaitley National Institute of Financial Management

Trump tariffs are no cause for panic

Govind Bhattacharjee

PHARMA SECTOR. Temporarily
spared REUTERS

India should rely on its other FTAs and wean itself strategically away from an unreliable US
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This frontal attack on farmers must end
Farmers, a solidly Republican constituency, are scratching their heads over
what they see as a barrage of friendly fire. Agriculture stands out as acutely
vulnerable to President Donald Trump’s avalanche of tari�s, mass
deportations and potential new regulations. Soybean and corn farmers are
panicking about Trump’s trade wars, which expose them to retaliation from
China, Canada and Mexico, their most important export markets. As American
Soybean Association president Caleb Ragland put it: “Tari�s are not something
to take lightly and ‘have fun’ with.” That’s a direct rebuke to Trump’s suggestion
that farmers sell “INSIDE of the United States” and “have fun.” Livestock
farmers, as well as growers of fruits and vegetables, have been alarmed as they
watch agents from Immigration and Customs Enforcement descend en masse
across fields to detain and deport agricultural workers. (WASHINGTON DC, AUGUST 5)

OTHER VOICES. 

World War II: Japan mustn’t evade historical responsibility
According to Japanese media reports, under pressure from conservative
forces within the party, Japan’s Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba is considering
not announcing his view in a form of written statement on relevant historical
recognition on August 15, the anniversary of Japan's defeat, or on September
2, the day Japan formally signed the surrender document, and relevant
coordination is underway. Since the 1995 “Murayama Statement,” it has
become customary for successive Japanese governments to issue statements
on historical issues during “decade” anniversaries. This year marks the 80th
anniversary of the victory in the World Anti-Fascist War and Japan's
unconditional surrender. (BEIJING, AUGUST 3)

T
he International Year of
Millets (IYOM) 2023
marked a significant
milestone in the global
recognition and promotion

of millet-based cuisine. Spearheaded by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the
initiative aimed to bring the story of
millets to the world stage. The
Government implemented this vision
through a series of high-profile events,
including a G20 dinner featuring
millet-based recipes.

In a striking blend of culinary artistry
and cultural revival, celebrated chefs
from leading five-star hotels have
spotlighted millets in an unprecedented
gourmet transformation. Their
inventive presentations of millet-based
dishes captivated audiences and
positioned this traditional grain within a
modern, upscale context — drawing
attention to its nutritional value and
versatility.

The campaign, infused with celebrity
flair and media buzz, succeeded in
revitalising public interest. Retail
shelves began showcasing a wide variety
of millet products, including traditional
sweets like ladoos, baked goods, and
ready-to-mix porridge blends.
Hospitality leaders responded in kind,
integrating millet-centric o�erings into
premium menus, thereby contributing
to a broader market acceptance.

Yet, beyond the glitz lies a deeper
inquiry: has this cultural and
commercial momentum translated into
substantive agricultural revival? The
grains collectively known as Shree Anna
— Bajra (Pearl Millet), Jowar
(Sorghum), Ragi (Finger Millet), and
several minor millets — have long been
sidelined in modern agronomy and
policy.

This article examines the tangible
progress made in millet production and
its value. While some experts caution

that it’s still too early for definitive
impact assessment, I argue that the
current surge presents an opportune
moment for strategic long term
interventions. Scaling sustainable
cultivation, strengthening supply
chains, and maximising value capture
could secure a lasting place for millets in
both the kitchen and the farm.

PRODUCTION, VALUE CREATION

Over the past decade, there has been no
notable improvement either in the
production (see Table) or productivity
of Shree Anna. In contrast, other major
cereal crops have exhibited
comparatively higher growth in output
during the same period.

The gross value of output (GVO),

assessed at 2011-12 prices, serves as a
reliable metric for evaluating the
economic returns to farmers.
Regrettably, the performance of Shree
Anna in terms of GVO has also been
underwhelming. As illustrated in the
Chart, its value has remained relatively
stagnant, underscoring the crop's
limited contribution to agricultural
income growth.

The International Year of Millets
brought much-needed spotlight to this
ancient grain. Yet, despite the buzz,
tangible gains in millet production and
value have remained modest. GVO, even
at current prices, shows increases that
fail to keep pace with increased
Minimum Support Prices (MSPs). It’s
clear that the momentum needs to be

matched with deeper strategy —
because if millets are to be more than a
momentary market experiment, India
must invest in them for the long haul.

To ensure sustained growth, millet
cultivation must expand into regions
where paddy farming underperforms —
particularly rainfed zones like Odisha,
Jharkhand, and Chhattisgarh.
Redirecting cropping patterns here isn’t
just agronomically sound, it's
economically prudent and farmer
friendly.

Boosting yields hinges on two pillars:
choosing climate-appropriate varieties
and improving crop management.
Interestingly, some landraces
outperform hybrids, underscoring the
need for localised R&D and farmer-led
trials. Millets thrive under stress — but
thrive even better when science
reinforces tradition. 

Many millet varieties su�er from
post-harvest constraints, limiting their
reach. Processing di�culties and
shorter shelf lives discourage consumer
adoption. A dedicated national mission
— combining innovation, private sector
engagement, and research support — is
essential to solve these issues and
position millets as everyday staples.

As consumer demand for healthier
alternatives grows, farmers should
ideally receive prices above MSP. But
establishing reliable procurement
channels at MSP provides a safety net
and builds producer confidence — key
ingredients for sectoral stability.

Today's consumers prioritise
convenience — preferring
ready-to-cook flour, grains with
extended shelf life, and well-packaged
food products. Yet millet marketing
strategies haven’t evolved to meet these
expectations. It’s time for product
innovation, branding, and retail
infrastructure to catch up.

One powerful lever for
transformation lies in institutional
meals. Integrating millets into school
meal programmes can normalise their
consumption from childhood.
Decentralised procurement empowers
districts to source locally, while
incentives can drive adoption.

Millets o�er a compelling solution at
the crossroads of rainfed agriculture and
nutritional security. As India embraces a
“Food Systems” approach — thinking
beyond crop yields to nutrition, ecology,
and livelihoods — millets are poised to
become a timeless staple, not just a
trendy alternative.

The writer is former Secretary, Food and Agriculture,
Govt of India

Preparing the ground for millets

One powerful lever for
transformation lies in
institutional meals.
Integrating millets into
school meal programmes can
normalise their consumption
from childhood

LONG-TERM VIEW. Climate-appropriate varieties, above MSP prices, and product innovation will make them a daily staple

T NANDAKUMAR
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T
he RBI Monetary Policy
Committee meets at a time
when the inflation scenario,
as on date, poses something
of a quandary. The worry is,

it may be too much of a good thing.
Moreover, with the US announcing a
blanket 25 per cent tari� on India, the
geopolitical situation seems to have hit a
new low.

First, let us look at the inflation
scenario. For the first time since the
pandemic, there has been such a sharp
slide in CPI General, CPI Food and WPI
Food (Chart 2). While stability of food
prices is essential for macroeconomic
stability, the sharp fall in food prices can
lead to fall in agricultural incomes and
rural consumption. Indian farmers,
especially those producing crops not
covered by Minimum Support Prices
(MSP), are especially vulnerable to such
sharp price shocks. 

In the recent past, the WPI prices have
also registered a sharp fall comparable
only to the period following the rate hike
phase (May 2023) (Chart 2).

Benign inflationary condition can
confuse policy making under an inflation
targeting regime. On July 8, Reserve
Bank of Australia held rates steady, citing
a cautious approach to the low inflation
scenario. In its June and July meetings,
ECB kept rates unchanged iterating the
risk of inflation going ‘too low’.

Central banks are thus wary of
reaching the lower bound on inflation. A
rate cut now in the Indian context, with
inflation nearing bottoming out, will
e�ectively exhaust the option of further
cuts, dampening business expectations
on credit cost for the next quarters.

GROWTH WORRIES

Secondly, as seen in Chart 3, with credit
growth dropping in single digit, early
signals of GDP growth momentum
slowing down cannot be ruled out. For
credit o�-take, a host of measures in
addition to ensuring liquidity may be
needed. This is especially pertinent
given the continuous uncertainties
being faced by exporters with the tari�
tensions. Ground level discussions with
bankers and MSMEs reveal that
operational issues and transaction level

di�culties impact the demand for credit
more than cost of credit.

* Frequent tari� policy changes are
leading to rejig of business decisions,
and stalling expansion plans dampening
export credit growth. Small firms and
exporters need an extension of credit
cycle rather than fresh credit.

* Operational issues associated with
finance make smaller business rely on
internal financing rather than borrowing
from banks:

§ Digitalisation of credit and export

credit procedures, and simpler
compliance at the bank level are
essential.

§ Given the complexity of credit and
export credit guidelines, handholding of
MSMEs and exporters at branch level is a
must.

In this context, the RBI’s proposed
steps Grameen Credit Score, digital
initiatives for credit delivery to MSMEs
and use of Central Bank Digital
Currency (CBDC) for credit
disbursement are important (Rajeshwar
Rao, July 1). So for the MPC, it is
probably the good time for owlish ‘wait
and watch’. In view of the blanket 25 per
cent tari� imposed by US, and the
not-too-discrete criticism of
India-Russia trade relations by the US
President, further weakening of the
rupee cannot be ruled out. 

A rate cut by RBI will put pressure on
the domestic currency, given the US Fed
Reserve’s decision to keep rates
unchanged. The central bank can use its
‘neutral’ stance card to signal that the
hand will be played in tune with
domestic and global developments.
There has been ample provision of
liquidity to the banking sector. A pause in
rate cuts with a dovish signal appears to
be the right way forward.

Roy Trivedi is Associate Professor, National Institute of
Bank Management. Das is ICICI Bank Chair Professor, IIM,
Ahmedabad. Views are personal

Vexed issues in monetary policy

A rate cut now in the
Indian context, with
inflation nearing bottoming
out, will effectively exhaust
the option of further rate cuts

TIME FOR PAUSE. A rate cut by RBI will put pressure on the domestic currency, given the current global economic turmoil
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T
he government launched
the Employment Linked
Incentive (ELI) scheme on

August 1, with an outlay of ₹99,446
crore, to encourage job creation in
the formal sector, particularly in
manufacturing. It o�ers
employers a one-time incentive
equivalent to one month’s wage
(up to ₹15,000) for each new hire,
along with a recurring monthly
benefit of ₹1,000 to ₹3,000 per
additional employee for four
years. The goal is to create 3.5
crore new jobs over the next two
years.

However, this ambitious
initiative could fall short of its true
potential if it remains narrowly
focused on manufacturing alone
as it cannot accommodate the vast
number of semi-skilled and
unskilled youth entering the
workforce each year. 

Additionally, it cannot fully
address the significant
underemployment prevalent in
various sectors, including rural
enterprises, MSMEs, and the gig
economy. The ELI must be
reimagined as a more inclusive,
skill-linked, and sector-agnostic
framework.

India faces the challenge of
shortage of job-ready workers.
According to the India Skills
Report 2024, only 45.9 per cent of
graduates are considered
employable. A standalone hiring
incentive will achieve little if
employers struggle to find skilled
talent. This presents a critical
opportunity: employment-linked
incentives (ELI) must be directly
tied to certified skill development.

SPECIAL TAX RATE

Employers hiring candidates
trained through recognised
programmes — such as those from
the National Skill Development
Corporation (NSDC), Pradhan
Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana
(PMKVY), Industrial Training
Institutes (ITIs), or even state-run
and private skill centres — should
be o�ered a special income tax rate
for employment-intensive skills.
This would allow the government
to stimulate formal job creation in
a fragmented sector. 

The gig and platform economy
is another area that ELI currently
overlooks. Food delivery
platforms, ride-hailing services,
freelance digital marketplaces,
and e-commerce logistics already
employ hundreds of thousands of
youth, many of whom work
without contracts, benefits, or
upskilling support. If these
platforms receive ELI incentives
linked to formalisation — such as

registering workers for social
insurance or providing skilling
modules — it could transform the
quality and dignity of work in this
fast-growing sector.

Moreover, ELI must be
rural-conscious. From food
processing clusters to handloom
cooperatives and
micro-enterprises, supported by
schemes like SFURTI and PMEGP,
there is immense job-creation
potential in non-urban areas.
Extending ELI benefits to such
units — especially those that
employ skilled or semi-skilled
rural youth would generate
employment and also stem
migration to cities.

For this to occur, several
structural changes are required.
First, the ELI framework must
integrate seamlessly with the
government’s existing skilling
architecture — linking incentives
to training outcomes, placement
records, and wage benchmarks.
Second, a unified digital platform
should be created to enable
employers to register new hires,
upload skill certification data, and
claim benefits with minimal
paperwork. Third, an annual
review mechanism must be
established to assess sector-wise
absorption, facilitate course
correction, and ensure alignment
with rapidly changing
employment trends, particularly
in technology and services.

In conclusion,
employment-linked incentive
scheme is a step in the right
direction, but the road to mass
employment needs a broader,
bolder vision. By expanding ELI to
include skill development, gig
platforms, and rural enterprises —
and by o�ering targeted tax and
regulatory incentives — the
government can transform ELI
from a narrow hiring subsidy into a
national employment mission.
The time to make that leap is now.

The writer is a Co-Founder and MD of Orane
International, a training partner with the National
Skill Development Corporation (NSDC). View are
personal

Making ELI inclusive

Dinesh Sood

SKILLING SCHEME. Need for
tweaks JAMES S

It’s vital to include skill development for job creation

August 6, 2005

CLB upholds share allotment to IOC in Haldia Petrochem 
Indian Oil Corporation can heave a sigh of relief for some time, with the
Company Law Board declining to put any restriction on the 7.5 per cent shares
allotted to it in Haldia Petrochemicals Ltd, pending a final decision on the matter. 

RIL board okays demerger scheme 
The board of Reliance Industries Ltd tonight approved the proposed demerger
scheme. Earlier, RIL got even with its erstwhile Vice-Chairman, Mr Anil Ambani,
for having stolen its thunder on the day of the AGM. In a notice to the NSE today
before its scheduled board meeting, the company disowned the details of the
proposed demerger as disclosed by Mr Anil Ambani to the media on
Wednesday. 

Minimum capital for PF managers may be fixed at Rs 25 cr
The interim Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority (PFRDA) is
considering setting the minimum paid-up capital requirement for pension fund
managers (PFM) in the proposed New Pension System (NPS) at about Rs 25
crore. This would be a deviation from the insurance sector where the minimum
capital has been set at Rs 100 crore.
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ACROSS

01. Leopard, puma (7)

05. Copious (5)

08. Drive backwards (7)

09. Seek to show by reasoning (5)

10. Bread or wine in the Lord's

Supper (9)

12. Born (maiden name) (3)

13. Compact, concise (5)

17. Get weapons (3)

19. Divided into four equally (9)

21. Uniform dust-colour (5)

22. Statement of main 

principles (7)

24. Palatable (5)

25. Row of joined houses (7)

DOWN

01. Church district (6)

02. Newcomers (7)

03. Lady's (3)

04. Pass end of rope 

through (5)

05. A flat (9)

06. Heathen (5)

07. Cricket team (6)

11. Ancient times (9)

14. Suite, set of variations (7)

15. Parcel, package (6)

16. Remain attached to (6)

18. Intends (5)

20. On the opposite tack (5)

23. Bituminous substance (3)

ACROSS

01. Big cat will gasp for breath, meeting 3 (7)

05. More than su�cient beer redcap gets in (5)

08. How to drive car to the RAC (7)

09. With reasoning discuss how to urge a reform (5)

10. Religious rite man reacts to in this way (9)

12. It shows 3 single name in one entry (3)

13. Brusque contribution to master's exposition (5)

17. It has its hole at the top of the sleeve (3)

19. Was split in four to be assigned to stations (9)

21. Uniform shade given by king adapted for 

haik (5)

22. Roughly sketch oil-nut produced by the East (7)

24. Terriers found a pig-pen flavoursome (5)

25. Some car retailers get back in a line of 

houses (7)

DOWN

01. Church district has RIP written out (6)

02. New members don't have bad habits (7)

03. A female is one less than a male inheritor (3)

04. Ru�'s mate was a baili� (5)

05. Meant to change bit inside it, being flat (9)

06. Heathen father will gain when one goes (5)

07. Is equally balanced with the French in the team (6)

11. Ancient time to leave in a tiny disturbance (9)

14. Musical suite played piano, a trait that's di�cult (7)

15. Vessel plying regular route cost a great deal (6)

16. Stick to a herd winding its way east (6)

18. It signifies what one's got behind one (5)

20. Brass instrument turned up: nothing in it, 

roughly (5)

23. Man at sea needs to get something to shoot at (3)

EASY

ACROSS 1. Plain 4. Chronic 8. Robot 9. Invader 10. Lot 11. Cointreau 12. Ecru 13. Hoof 18. Orchestra 20. Far 21. Repulse 22. Linen 23. Minimum 24. Piece

1. Parallelogram 2. Arbiter 3. Notice 4. Critic 5. Rivets 6. Nudge 7. Circumference 14. O�ence 15. Vellum 16. Stream 17. Gallop 19. Capon

BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2755

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2754

NOT SO EASY
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A
fter years of claims that the Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation Scheme is
the greatest river project built in the fastest time possible, and por-
traying it as the final solution of sorts for all irrigation and drink-
ing water supply shortages in Telangana, the crows have come

home roost for former chief minister K. Chandrashekar Rao. The Bharat
Rashtra Samithi president had never once let up on any opportunity to
declare that he was the man, the brains and the driving force behind the
project.

However, the report from the Justice P.C. Ghose Commission of Inquiry
constituted last year by the Congress government to inquire into irregular-
ities with respect to KLIS’s barrages are nothing short of a nightmare for
Mr Rao and his party.

Much to the BRS’s chagrin, the commission unequivocally placed Mr Rao
at the centre of all decision making and the eventual serious damages to the
Medigadda barrage, a portion of which has cracked and sank into the river
bed, and similar problems of lesser intensity at Annaram and Sundilla.

While a political battle is already on between the BRS bristling with indig-
nation and the Congress government led by A. Revanth Reddy who made it
clear the government is not interested in a witch hunt, the takeaway is not
just about the profligacy of the then BRS government that spent around
`90,000 crores on KLIS, but about Mr Rao’s Ozymandian sense of infallibil-
ity.

The commission called everything about the barrages a result of a one-
man show led by Mr Rao with the lesser actors doing everything they can
to make the wishes of one man come true without consideration of the con-
sequences — giving a go-by to rules, regulations, and worst of all, funda-
mental design and engineering requirements.

What was supposed to be, at least in Mr Rao’s mind, a series of edifices
that would stand the test of time and write his name in history books as a
man who achieved the impossible and stand tall at least 100 years, began
decaying the year they were put to use in 2019. No amount of cover-ups
could save the day for him, or his party from a political drubbing in elec-
tions once Medigadda barrage cracked.

The Ghose Commission report made it clear that neither K.
Chandrashekar Rao, nor his foot soldiers had public good in their hearts or
minds. The BRS and Mr Rao will have many bones to pick in the coming
days, but it is unlikely that the man himself will get his ageing feet wet in
the battle that lies ahead for him.

For, all those who colluded in the Kaleshwaram project have not only laid
to waste a political career but also vast resources that no state can afford to
squander in the manner that they did with the Kaleshwaram project’s 
barrages.

ACB raids on engineers associated with the project have revealed massive
wealth running into hundreds of crores of rupees amassed by them, while
the outcome of rent seeking behaviour by their political masters might
reveal even more mind-boggling numbers.

For the Congress government, the call for action is clear that this is not
about politics but about taking the investigations to their logical conclu-
sion, punishing the guilty as per law and making the contractors repair the
barrages at their own cost as recommended by the Ghose Commission.
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KLIS: Where KCR’s dream
clashed with public good

I
n May last year, while
he was not in office,
US President Donald
Trump was found
guilty on all 34

charges in a trial over
money paid by his former
lawyer to adult film star
Stormy Daniels. The then
former President was a
convicted felon, a first in
American history. Mr
Trump’s legal problems in
the courts included four
separate criminal cases
and several civil actions,
threatening not just his lib-
erty but his whole political
and commercial career. A
year later, the situation
has been completely
reversed.

Three major Supreme
Court judgments, one giv-
ing Presidents and former
Presidents broad immuni-
ty from prosecution; a sec-
ond dismissing the ruling
that Mr Trump’s attempts
to overturn the 2020 elec-
tion results disqualified
him from running for
office again; and a third in
June curbing district
judges’ abilities to stall the
President’s agenda have
all gone in Mr Trump’s
favour. Earlier, in his first
term, he had reshaped the
Supreme Court with a
sympathetic conservative
majority.

His current objective is
to strip the lower courts of
their powers. Federal dis-
trict judges, who had often
delivered rulings on immi-
gration policy that they
claimed applied nation-
wide, now face an assault
on their powers from the
Trump administration
that questions their legiti-
macy with claims that they
flout their authority. The
broader question is
whether the attacks will
reshape the balance of
powers even after Donald
Trump is no longer
President.

The district courts are
under unprecedented
attack; the President has
variously termed judges
“crooked”, “deranged”,
“USA hating” and “radical
left”, and his deputy chief

of staff for policy, Stephen
Miller, declared that the
US is facing a judicial
tyranny. He wrote on
social media: “Each day,
[the judges] change foreign
policy, economic, staffing,
and national security poli-
cies of the administra-
tion... It is the gravest
assault on democracy. It
must and will end.” Mr
Trump has called for the
impeachment of those
judges who he disagrees
with, and has also threat-
ened to sue individual
judges.

Serving judges have
received death threats this
year, prompted by their
blocking or delaying some
of the President’s execu-
tive orders. Figures com-
piled by investigators
show that by mid-June,
there were more than 400
threats against almost 300
judges. The Trump sup-
porters reject the idea that
presidential rhetoric is to
blame for raising the tem-
perature, asserting that
the Left is more to blame
for hostility towards
judges: “The highest threat
to anyone on the federal
courts was when someone
tried to assassinate the
President”, declared Sup-
reme Court Justice Brett
Kavanaugh. “There’s this
tendency to try to charac-
terise the Trump adminis-
tration as being what has
facilitated this. The revolu-
tionary notions that we
need to take the law in our
own hands… tend to [be]
from the Left in America.”

While other Presidents
have clashed with the
courts, Mr Trump’s con-
frontations are unique in
scale, perhaps inevitably
given that after he arrived
in the White House innu-
merable executive orders
were promulgated with the
desire to fast-forward his
agenda quickly. On a sin-
gle day, 26 were signed.
There have been another
140 up to the beginning of
July — only around 100
fewer than President
Barack Obama in his
entire eight years in the

White House. Although Mr
Trump could have asked
Congress to legislate these
policies, since his
Republican Party controls
both chambers, legislation
takes time, and because
Congress has been busy
with Mr Trump’s contro-
versial domestic legisla-
tion, there was little time
for other priorities.

Executive orders are
within the President’s pre-
rogative, under Article II
of the US Constitution, so
Mr Trump is within his
powers provided the
orders cite legislative
authority. What the
President cannot do is
make new laws, or do
things that go contrary to
the Constitution. Unless
Congress intervenes, the
only option to challenge
his orders is to go to court.
The sweeping nature of the
orders he has signed,
many touching on consti-
tutional issues such as the
right of everyone born in
the US to citizenship, has
led to dozens of injunc-
tions. Which is why Mr
Trump’s victory in the
Supreme Court curbing
such nationwide injunc-
tions is significant.

The administration has
accused the judiciary of
overreach and judges of
being “activists”. But per-
haps the most fundamental
and philosophical criti-
cism is that they obstruct
the desires of the elec-
torate, though this is dis-
puted. “We are a nation of
laws,” explains a judge. “A
mandate for the President
of the United States does
not mean a mandate to dis-
regard the law.”

In a recent interview, Mr
Trump denied that he was
defying the judiciary;
when rulings have gone
against him, he has sought
remedy through the judi-
cial process, he said.
“That’s why I’m winning
on appeal.”

After the Watergate scan-
dal in the 1970s, when then
President Richard M.
Nixon flouted many
norms, legislation was
passed to curb the execu-
tive and make it more
accountable, but some of
the changes merely adopt-
ed norms such as publica-
tion of presidential tax
returns and avoiding
financial conflicts of inter-
est, and Mr Trump has
shown little inclination to
follow those norms. Mr
Trump’s critics claim that
he is destroying the system
of checks and balances in
which the three equal
branches of government —
the presidency, the legisla-
ture and the judiciary —
act as a brake on each
other. Prof. Laurence
Tribe, a constitutional
expert, describes the situa-
tion as “catastrophic”; say-
ing: “The whole system is
completely out of balance.”

When it comes to the
relationship between the
presidency and the courts,
Mr Trump comes close to
defiance. In one instance,
after being ordered to facil-
itate the return of a man
wrongly deported to El
Salvador, the administra-
tion delayed by two
months complying with
the Supreme Court’s deci-
sion. There are only two
ways a President can be
truly held to account: one
by removal in an election;
the second is by impeach-
ment in Congress, and Mr
Trump has already sur-
vived two of those in his
first term.

The judiciary is, howev-
er, not giving in tamely.
Even after the Supreme
Court ruled in June to curb
those nationwide injunc-
tions — and both parties
have complained about
such injunctions in the
past — another judge
slapped one on Mr
Trump’s asylum policy
and a district judge issued
a fresh nationwide block
on Mr Trump’s executive
order restricting the auto-
matic right to citizenship
for babies born to undocu-
mented migrants or for-
eign visitors, drawing furi-
ous criticism from Trump
followers. This battle is
joined, and its conse-
quences for the future are
unpredictable.

Krishnan Srinivasan is a
former Indian foreign 

secretary

CHOLAS’ MIGHT
Regarding Patralekha
Chatterjee's article high-
lighting Cholas’ maritime
might, trade and irrigation
models alongside subtle
messages to political
vendetta against Indians
togetherness. The Prime
Minister’s visit to
Gangaikonda Cholapuram
gave a wakeup call to TN
govt to cleanse the adja-
cent huge lake not desilt-
ed for decades. Quoting
Finland models and
employability versus edu-
cation is relevant to Tamil
Nadu which is against
implementation of NEP
and NEET.  The author’s
apt quote of relevance to
present education in
recalling the past is to be
appreciated. 

Dr. P. Soundararajan
Chennai 

Even after the
Supreme Court
ruled to curb those
nationwide 
injunctions, another
judge slapped one
on Mr Trump’s 
asylum policy and a
district judge issued
a fresh block on an
executive order

Trump vs judiciary: Will 
US power balance shift?

The Supreme Court raising an objection to the statement of the Lok
Sabha Leader of the Opposition, Rahul Gandhi, on China’s encroach-
ment into India’s territory and losses suffered at the hands of the

Chinese by the Indian Army is an unwarranted interference in the affairs of
the legislature by the judiciary. The court’s suggestion that “if you are a true
Indian, you wouldn’t say such a thing” Is equally abominable.

Mr Gandhi has said nothing against the Indian Army as is being propagat-
ed by the BJP and its allies. All that he said in his repeated statements about
the border skirmishes is that India has lost patrolling rights over 20,000
square kilometres which, if true, is a sobering thought. He also mentioned
that the Army has lost around 20 of our soldiers. And the government has
never been unequivocal about the outcome of the face-off in terms of territo-
rial losses while the death of troops was indeed widely reported.

Thus, Mr Gandhi’s statements cannot be construed as being “against” the
Army by any standards, especially those of the government and the armed
forces. Questions on the loss of Indian fighter jets during Operation Sindoor
were blocked by the very logical stand that India had achieved its operational
targets and that losses were part of defence operations. By the same token,
then, the government can clarify that it has achieved its targets on the
Chinese border, too, losses notwithstanding. Why then are its feathers ruf-
fled? Mr Gandhi was certainly not questioning the professionalism of the
Army.

The court’s suggestion that the Leader of Opposition ought to raise such top-
ics in Parliament is also avoidable. The judges may have missed the fact that
Mr Gandhi is often not allowed to speak on the floor of the House. 

On a related note, not long ago, the Mumbai high court did advise the
CPI(M) activists to limit their protests to causes within the country, instead
of agitating against Israel for causing the deaths of thousands of Palestinians
due to hunger. It will be ideal if the judiciary leaves it to politicians and polit-
ical parties to decide the causes of their demonstrations, their platform and
timing, for justice will best be served when judges restrain themselves to
adjudicating on matters brought before them in a timely fashion.

‘True Indian’? It’s not SC’s call

Dhaka’s animosity
likely to endanger

Ganga water pact’s
renewal next year

LETTERS

T
he Ganga Waters Treaty, signed between
India and Bangladesh, is up for renewal next
year. The treaty, when it was signed in 1996
for a period of 30 years, guaranteed a frame-

work for distributing Ganga waters during the crit-
ical dry spell between January and May every year
at the Farakka barrage in West Bengal. The Farak-
ka barrage (which lies 18 km from the Bangladesh
border), when it was constructed in 1975, ensured
diversion of 40,000 cusecs of water to flush the
Kolkata Port. When it was commissioned, it led to
protests in Bangladesh resulting in it taking up the
matter at the United Nations. It resulted in a five-
year agreement in 1977, followed by another in 1982.
No treaty for sharing of the Ganga waters existed
between 1989 to 1996; a period that witnessed
increased disappointment in Bangladesh as a con-
sequence. Subsequently, the 1996 treaty was signed
between the two countries, and it assured 35,000
cusecs of water alternately to both countries for 10-
day periods during the lean season. The treaty
enjoins India and Bangladesh to split the water sup-
ply 50:50 if the flow is 70,000 cusecs or less. However,
Bangladesh’s share is 35,000 cusecs if the flow is
between 70,000 and 75,000 cusecs, while India
receives the remaining flow. If the flow is 75,000
cusecs or more, India receives 40,000 cusecs, with
the excess flow going to Bangladesh.

The treaty, when it was signed in 1996 between

both countries, did not take into consideration cli-
mate change and the substantial growth in popula-
tion that was likely to happen on both sides of the
border. According to a report released by Kath-
mandu-based International Centre for Integrated
Mountain Development (ICIMOD) in 2019, the cli-
mate crisis will begin altering water levels in the
Ganga and the Brahmaputra over the next two-and-
a-half decades, and the rivers could record an
abrupt decrease in flow after 2050. This will dimin-
ish the water available for drinking, irrigation and
producing electricity for roughly 250 million people
living downstream.

For many years, Bangladesh has raised concerns
regarding the treaty, primarily alleging that India
withholds water during critical dry spells.
Specifically, Bangladesh claims that during the
1997-2016 period, it did not receive its share of water
in 39 out of 60 critical periods. Besides, Bangladesh
argues that the treaty lacks a minimum guaranteed
flow clause, relying instead on diplomatic consulta-
tions when flows drop below 50,000 cusecs.
Bangladeshi critics also point to a lack of considera-
tion for the river’s flow from source to the sea, and
an inaccurate projection of future water flow.

The current Muhammad Yunus government in
Bangladesh has whipped up an anti-India hysteria
like never. The numerous provocations by Mr Yu-
nus and his cohorts have taken the Indo-Bangladesh

relations southwards. The greatest provocation has
been by Mr Yunus himself when he made the con-
troversial statement on India’s Northeast during
his first state visit to Beijing in March this year.
Despite his numerous provocative statements, his
increasing cosying up to Pakistan and China as also
fundamentalists at home, India has exercised strate-
gic restraint. Incidentally, the number of people in
Bangladesh who are questioning the legitimacy of
the interim government of Mr Yunus to take policy
decisions on the country’s internal and external
matters has also been increasing.

Hence, it is fair to assume that a greater degree of
disquiet is likely next year when the agreement gets
discussed and renewed. After the decision to sus-
pend the Indus Water Treaty with Pakistan, India is
now exploring multiple alternatives to reassess
domestic needs along with the minimum needs of
the Ganga waters for Bangladesh so that both coun-
tries can arrive at an agreement that is mutually
acceptable. The Centre’s Jal Shakti ministry set up
an internal committee in July 2023 which included
the representatives of the Bihar and West Bengal
governments. In 2011, the West Bengal government
under chief minister Mamata Banerjee had stalled
the signing of a treaty for sharing of the Teesta
waters at the last moment when India and Bangla-
desh were on the verge of signing it. That would still
be fresh on the minds of Bangladeshis.

In every likelihood, a fresh treaty would be nego-
tiated by the new government in Bangladesh; given
the Yunus administration’s announcement that
elections will be held in March-April 2026. The fresh
treaty would have to ensure an equipoise in distrib-
ution of river waters between both countries. In-
dia’s requirements, along with the likely impact of
climate change on futuristic water flows, must be
considered. Alongside, similar requirements of
Bangladesh would also have to be looked into. In the
meantime, it would be prudent for India to give the
necessary reassurances to Bangladesh, besides
reminding them of the recent Chinese announce-
ment that work on the 60-GW Yarlung Tsangpo
hydel project has commenced, which will seriously
affect water flow and ecology in Brahmaputra, both
in India and Bangladesh.

India should also remind Bangladesh that China
has no water sharing treaty with any of its neigh-
bours and should take it on board in jointly calling
out the adverse effects of this project. After all, India
understands Bangladesh is a very important neigh-
bour which has traditionally been friendly, and
work towards ensuring that the current anti-India
euphoria in Bangladesh is but a blip on the radar.

The writer is a retired lieutenant-general who is a
former director-general of the Assam Rifles and has

extensively served in the Northeast

Subhani

Pradeep 
C. Nair

ARMY OFFICER’S
MISBEHAVIOUR  
This refers to your editorial," Air rage:
Ensure rules are enforced". I have seen
10 or 15 Army officers in unreserved
train carriages locking the doors from
inside to prevent other passengers to
boar. If they somehow forced their way
inside, the officers spread out their legs
and hands and placed their luggage on
the seats to occupy the vacant seats
also. The Army is known for high
degree of discipline, but such behav-
iour does not seem to endorse it. The
officers must be mandated by higher
echelons in the Army to behave prop-
erly outside their camps in order to
win respect for the Army.

M. L. Raghavan 
Tirupur

GRIPPING TEST SERIES
It was indeed a cracker of a Test match
between India and England at the Oval.
Indian bowlers produced a magic spell of
fast bowling, which reduced the hosts
from 301 for 3 to 367 all out. Mohammad
Siraj and Prasidh Krishna rose up to the
occasion in the absence of India's premier
pacer, Jasprit Bumrah. The young team
under the leadership of Shubman Gill dis-
played great skill and character in the
final Test, which helped India level the
five-match Anderson-Tendulkar Trophy
Test series 2-2. Gill was rightly named
player-of-the-series. It was a wonderful
series for KL Rahul, Yashasvi Jaiswal,
Rishabh Pant, Ravindra Jadeja and
Washington Sundar as well. Pant batted
with a fractured toe in the first innings of
the Manchester Test, which showed the
fighting spirit of the Indian team. The
gripping 2-2 series draw is a good adver-
tisement for Test cricket.

S. Sankaranarayanan
Chennai 

Krishnan
Srinivasan
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Strengthening state finances 
States must focus on their own revenue 

A recent report by Crisil showed that India’s 18 largest states, which together ac-

count for over 90 per cent of the country’s gross state domestic product (GSDP), 

are projected to see a revenue growth rate of 7-9 per cent in 2025-26, up from 6.6 

per cent in 2024-25. Aggregate revenues are expected to touch ~40 trillion, driven 

largely by steady goods and services tax (GST) collection, robust growth in excise 

on liquor, and improved central transfers. Petroleum tax collection, however, con-

tinues to lag with subdued 2 per cent growth. 

Clearly, this is a reassuring sign of stability in state finances against a challeng-

ing global and domestic economic backdrop, creating fiscal space for increasing 

capital outlay. However, it also highlights deeper structural issues. Revenue growth 

remains below the decadal average of 10 per cent, and most states continue to rely 

heavily on transfers from the Union government. From 2015-16 to 2024-25, central 

transfers accounted for 23 to 30 per cent of state revenues, relative to 20-24 per 

cent in the 2000s and early 2010s. At the same time, central grants comprised 65-

70 per cent of the non-tax revenue of states in the last decade, compared to 55-65 

per cent earlier. This long-term trend underscores both the increasing role of the 

Centre and the narrowing scope of states to independently boost their finances. 

A report by PRS Legislative Research showed that, in 2024-25, states were esti-

mated to have raised 58 per cent of their revenue receipts from own tax and non-

tax sources, while 42 per cent was estimated to have come from the devolution of 

central taxes and grants from the Centre. 

Overall, as the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Report on State Finances 2023-24 

had noted, the aggregate debt-to-GDP ratio of states stood at 28.5 per cent, exceed-

ing the 20 per cent limit set by the Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management 

Review Committee. The data suggests that of all states and Union Territories, 12 

had their debt-to-GSDP ratio higher than 35 per cent in 2023-24, while around 24 

had their debt above 20 per cent. Nevertheless, states have done better than the 

Centre, barring a few outliers. Several states have improved transparency in budget-

ing, enhanced eiciency in social-sector delivery, and prioritised capital expendi-

ture. In fact, most states have demonstrated a fair degree of fiscal prudence. They 

have by and large adhered to the Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management 

norms, keeping their fiscal deficits around 3 per cent of GSDP. The consolidated 

gross fiscal deficit of states fell from an average of 4.3 per cent of GDP during the 

period 1998-99 to 2003-04 to 2.7 per cent of GDP during 2004-05 to 2023-24. 

However, there is a need for strengthening state-government finances. Re-

forming GST compliance is an urgent priority. States must also expand digital rev-

enue tracking and plug leakages in property tax and user charges. Concurrently, 

the Centre must ensure timely and predictable transfers, particularly through Fi-

nance Commission-recommended grants, which help address horizontal imbal-

ances. There is also considerable friction between states and the Centre on the 

latter’s use of cesses and surcharges, which are not shared with states. The in-

creased dependence on cesses and surcharges distorts the fiscal balance between 

states and the Union, which should be avoided. 

 

Affordable cinema 
Aamir Khan is exploring another frontier 

In a recent interview with this newspaper, actor and filmmaker Aamir Khan said 

that his latest movie would release on YouTube’s pay-per-view (PPV) platform at 

~100, a move that signals a potential shift in how India consumes cinema. While 

Mr Khan’s film earned over ~250 crore in theatres, it reached only 2-3 per cent of 

the population. According to a study by Cinemaprofile.com, around 70 per cent of 

theatres nationwide are located in South India and Maharashtra, leaving large 

parts of the Hindi heartland underserved. The Ficci-EY M&E Report 2025 further 

highlighted this imbalance, noting a 17 per cent growth rate in digital media and 

a 5 per cent decline in film revenues. 

With expensive OTT (over the top) subscriptions and a limited theatrical reach, 

YouTube could fill the gap and also take Indian cinema to a wider global audience. 

According to Comscore, YouTube reached 445 million Indians in April 2025. Un-

like OTT subscriptions, where users pay a monthly or yearly fee regardless of 

usage, YouTube’s PPV model allows viewers to pay only when they want to watch 

something. This is particularly useful for those who cannot afford regular OTT 

subscriptions or don’t consume enough content to justify the cost. In a country 

where many are still to come online and remain highly price-sensitive, this kind 

of “pay only when you watch” system might prove effective. Although PPV hasn’t 

been widely adopted in India yet, typical rental prices currently range between 

~170 and ~250. If PPV is priced well (say, ~50 to ~100), it could attract a broad audi-

ence and benefit creators, producers, and viewers alike. 

Still, the PPV model will require thoughtful innovation to succeed. India’s digi-

tal landscape is fragmented. According to the Ficci-EY M&E Report 2025, 89 per 

cent of time spent on YouTube was on mobile devices and 9 per cent was via con-

nected TVs. There are 562 million smartphone users, and about 30 million house-

holds have connected TVs. To make PPV truly inclusive, platforms will need to 

offer regional-language content, flexible pricing, and mobile-first formats that 

work on low-bandwidth connections. With 48 per cent of OTT content in 2024 al-

ready in regional languages, the demand is evident. Artificial intelligence-powered 

dubbing and subtitling tools can further reduce content adaptation costs and 

make films more accessible across linguistic lines. 

Government support and public infrastructure investment will also be crucial. 

BharatNet’s expansion, along with schemes promoting digital literacy and smart-

phone access, can boost PPV uptake in rural India. More affordable data, better 

last-mile connectivity, and content funding for vernacular creators could unlock 

storytelling at scale. In the long run, PPV could serve as a bridge between theatrical 

releases and mobile-first viewing. If widely adopted, it could help monetise thou-

sands of small- and mid-budget films that struggle to find OTT buyers or theatrical 

slots. As box-oice revenues stagnate and OTT growth plateaus, a well-executed 

PPV ecosystem could reshape the economics of film distribution, bringing cinema 

closer to millions not just as entertainment but as a cultural experience, available 

on demand, in one’s language, and at a price they can afford.
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For a country that is soon to overtake Japan to be-
come the world’s fourth-largest economy, and 
possibly the third before the end of the decade, India 
punches below its weight in terms of diplomacy. 
While Prime Minister Narendra Modi is routinely 
seen as a rising global leader, he has to get more done 
through active diplomacy. 

A visible personal rapport with glo-
bal leaders is not a solid enough basis for 
conducting the kind of hard-nosed di-
plomacy that delivers net gains for the 
country. We saw this recently when, de-
spite a seemingly close relationship with 
Donald Trump, he managed to deeply 
embarrass India by claiming that the 
United States had mediated a ceasefire 
between India and Pakistan after Oper-
ation Sindoor. Worse, we are now stuck 
with 25 per cent tariffs on exports to the 
US, and have been warned of further pe-
nalties over our ties with long-time 
friend Russia.  

Earlier, after Mr Modi personally 
hosted China’s Xi Jinping in Gujarat and Tamil 
Nadu, we ended up with the Galwan clashes and the 
remilitarisation of the India-China border. Worse, 
during Operation Sindoor, China fully supported 
Pakistan in targeting Indian air and other assets with 
its weapons and intelligence. 

In fact, one must wonder whether Mr Modi’s ef-
forts to wine and dine the Big Two of today’s world 
were seen as a sign of weakness rather than a prof-
fered arm of friendship. His trademark hugs may 
have played well with an Indian audience, but it’s 
unclear how world leaders interpreted them. 

We need to move from demonstrative style to 
hard substance, both in diplomacy and action. Re-
ducing our dependence on foreign military supplies 
by focusing on indigenous supply chains and tech-

nology is a no-brainer. What we must ponder is 
whether our diplomacy so far has been more reactive 
than proactive. We can’t just be responding to the 
wars and growing instability around us with mere 
statements. We have to make things happen and 
mitigate the threats, both to ourselves and the world. 
Our diplomacy needs an activist role, even if it is be-

hind the scenes. 
To list just some of the challenges, 

there is pressure building up for us to re-
duce our economic and military ties to 
Russia. In West Asia, as Israel gets more 
and more isolated from Western opinion 
due to its actions in Gaza (France and 
some European Union members have 
recognised Palestine, and the United 
Kingdom may follow suit), India will be 
under pressure to do something about 
Palestine. It will be diicult to maintain 
our close strategic partnerships with Is-
rael, especially if domestic Muslim 
opinion — never very comfortable with 
the Modi government — starts piling on 

the pressure through Opposition parties.  
It is not in India’s interest to let either Russia or 

Israel be undermined too much or go down in 
flames. While the US will probably stand by Israel, 
domestic opinion in the US and Europe — especially 
on the political Left — is rapidly turning anti-Israel. 
And most of Europe and the US would not mind 
Russia’s effective demise as a major power. 

In our own neighbourhood, we already have a 
Pakistan-China axis to contend with, but may soon 
have to add Bangladesh to the list of potential hostile 
powers. The fact that India has not been able to pro-
tect Hindus in Bangladesh or even seal its borders 
against infiltrators says a lot. 

One of Mr Modi’s statements that did not age well 
is that “this is not the era of war.” Soon after he said 

this in the context of the Ukraine-Russia conflict, we 
ended up with another West Asian war that is still 
ongoing, and our own mini-war with Pakistan. Even 
in Southeast Asia, two Asean members, Cambodia 
and Thailand, were recently involved in a deadly 
border skirmish. One may not want war, but this 
doesn’t quite look like an age of peace either, with 
every country now seeking to boost its defence ca-
pabilities. The fact that our own defence exports are 
booming should tell us that the scent of war is rising 
everywhere — after the collapse of the old world 
order, and the rise of China. 

India needs to do more to help end wars while 
making sure that our own strategic interests are 
protected. It is not in our interest to see Russia dim-
inished, for that would push it deeper into China’s 
hands and worsen our own strategic interests. We 
must take an active part in defusing the Ukraine 
war by using people like National Security Advisor 
Ajit Doval (and some others, who can remain un-
named) to discuss possible ways to end the war. 
This cannot happen without the EU and Russia 
coming to some sort of agreement on how Ukraine 
is to be divided or governed in future. Russia is a 
European power, and Europe should not have to 
think of it as a perpetual enemy, especially when 
Russia is one of the world’s biggest sources of 
energy and critical minerals. We must ask whether 
Ukraine should become a neutral, non-EU/non-
Nato state — as Finland was during the Cold War. 
Can Russia be allowed to keep troops in the Donbas 
region of Ukraine, which it has already annexed, as 
part of a diplomatic solution? 

In West Asia, world opinion is moving towards 
a two-state solution, but that will not work. A fully-
independent Gaza could quite easily fall into the 
arms of Hamas and, as a legitimate state, will be 
able to build up its own independent military might 
in addition to hosting terror assets. Solutions short 
of independence may have to be considered. 
Should Gaza be a protectorate of Israel along with 
one neighbouring power (Jordan?), with indepen-
dence in most areas barring foreign policy and de-
fence? The India-Bhutan relationship offers one 
kind of solution.  

India must think beyond just defence capabil-
ities, weaving in diplomacy that enables new al-
liances to emerge. India could facilitate — without 
being overconfident of its ability to influence this 
shift — a slow detente between Russia and Germany 
(and, indirectly, the EU) to make it possible for the 
former to reduce its dependence on China. If Pakis-
tan could facilitate a US-China rapprochement in 
the 1970s, why can’t India do the same between Eu-
rope and Russia?  

Today, Germany and Japan are not led by men 
like Hitler and Hideki Tojo. If anything, that Axis of 
Potential Evil is led by China’s Xi Jinping, Iran’s Aya-
tollahs, Pakistan’s military generals, and Turkey’s 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, who is dreaming of heading 
the next Islamic caliphate. Threats to world peace 
usually come from powers that want big changes in 
the status quo, and this does not include other rising 
powers like India, Indonesia, Brazil, or South Africa. 
None of these countries have overambitious terri-
torial claims or a grab-what-you-can attitude. India 
must raise its diplomatic game to one from passive 
to active, both to create a new power balance and to 
protect its own strategic interests. 
vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv 
The author is a senior journalist

Leadership call amid listing conundrum 
When Tata Trusts, the largest shareholder of Tata 
Sons, recently passed a resolution to extend the term 
of executive chairman N Chandrasekaran (Chandra, 
as he’s widely known) for another five years, the 
world took notice. There are several reasons for that. 
The first reason it surprised industry watchers was 
its timing. Chandra’s second term is until February 
2027, which is still more than 18 months 
away. Why did Tata Trusts, which con-
trols around 66 per cent in the holding 
company of the steel-to-software con-
glomerate, treat this matter with such 
urgency and so far ahead of time? 

Was there anything similar when 
Chandra got a second term as executive 
chairman of Tata Sons in 2022? Not 
quite. On February 11, 2022, the Tata 
Sons board of directors reportedly re-
viewed the first five years of his tenure 
before reappointing him for another 
term. Ratan Tata, then chairman of Tata 
Trusts and chairman emeritus of the 
Tata Group, attended that Tata Sons 
board meeting as a “special invitee’’, and recom-
mended the renewal of Chandra’s term for another 
five years. This happened just about 10 days before 
Chandra’s first term was to end. It seemed like busi-
ness as usual. No Tata Trusts resolution preceded 
Chandra’s reappointment at that point. 

In the case of Cyrus Mistry, who held the position 
of Tata Sons executive chairman before Chandra 
took charge in February 2017, there was no occasion 
for a renewal of term. Mistry was removed as Tata 
Sons chairman in October 2016 over alleged trust 
and performance issues. After removing Mistry, the 
Tata Sons board appointed Ratan Tata as interim 

non-executive chairman while a search committee 
was set up to look for the next executive chairman. 
It’s another matter that an internal candidate — 
Chandra, as Tata Consultancy Services chief execu-
tive oicer —made the cut for the top job at Tata 
Sons. Before Mistry, Ratan Tata was the chairman of 
Tata Sons for 21 years from 1991 to 2012. He stepped 

down from that role on turning 75. Since 
Ratan Tata was both chairman of Tata 
Sons and Tata Trusts — the last time that 
the dual role was held by the same per-
son — there was no question of any Tata 
Trusts resolution for appointment or re-
appointment to the top job. It was no dif-
ferent for JRD Tata, who was at the helm 
of the group for 53 years after succeeding 
Nowroji Saklatvala in 1938. 

Returning to the subject of the re-
cent resolution by Tata Trusts to ex-
tend the Tata Sons chairman’s term, 
what is its significance? As per the pro-
cess, the resolution will be placed at the 
Tata Sons board for it to be considered 

for approval. Even without such a resolution, Tata 
Sons would have decided on the future course of 
action about the group’s leadership. Typically, 
across the corporate world in professionally run 
firms, there are three choices when a leader’s term 
is nearing its end: Extend the term of the incum-
bent if the rules permit; set up a search committee 
for selecting the next leader; or go for an internal 
candidate for the top job. 

However, this is not just about the process of ap-
pointment or reappointment. In this case, the largest 
shareholder of Tata Sons seems to have sent out a 
message both internally and externally that it is 

backing the leadership of the current chairman. As 
the largest shareholder, Tata Trusts’ view can cer-
tainly not be ignored. But with Tata Trusts passing 
a resolution on another existential matter at the 
same meeting, things look somewhat complex. Ac-
cording to the resolution, Tata Trusts wants Chan-
dra and the Tata Sons board to do two things — first, 
work towards the exit of the Shapoorji Pallonji 
Group as the second-largest shareholder of Tata 
Sons; and two, engage with the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) to ensure that Tata Sons is kept out of the 
ambit of public listing. Tata Sons was designated an 
upper layer non banking financial company by the 
RBI in September 2022 — a classification that man-
dates a stock market listing of Tata Sons within 
three years. Tata Sons’ request to the RBI, seeking a 
change of classification from an upper layer core in-
vestment company, is pending. 

With the RBI deadline for listing Tata Sons closing 
in, industry watchers may end up reading all the 
three items in the Tata Trusts’ resolution together. 
That, in turn, could mean that the largest shareholder 
is not just seeking another term for the current Tata 
Sons chairman in isolation, but is also attaching ad-
ditional clauses — shedding the Shapoorji Pallonji 
stake and keeping Tata Sons private — like adjuncts 
in the group’s leadership journey.                    

As the relationship between Tata Trusts, under 
Noel Tata as chairman, and Tata Sons evolves in the 
post-Ratan Tata era, there’s curiosity over whether 
the largest shareholder is speaking in one voice. If it 
is indeed one voice, with Noel Tata getting the full 
backing of the trustees, it will mean continuity in a 
broad sense. If not, there could be something brewing 
in terms of control competing with philanthropy —
which should be at the core of Tata Trusts.

India’s economy: Tomorrow’s challenges, today 

laveesh bhandari 

Shankar Acharya is undoubtedly a 
unique personality. Disarmingly affable 
yet ruthlessly incisive, both as a policy 
economist and as a thought leader, he has 
made significant contributions to India’s 
growth. Over a period of eight years, as the 
chief economic advisor, he played a 
pivotal role in helping shape economic 
policies that have propelled India from 
being a laggard economy to the forefront 
of economic growth globally. This 
success, no doubt, cannot be ascribed to 
any one person but a whole group of 

policymakers. The era was interesting; 
bureaucrats and politicians had to take 
decisions that were risky both politically 
and administratively. Economists, many 
of whom are contributors to this volume, 
had to navigate multiple pressures, 
balancing the immediate with the long 
term.  And in all of this, Dr Acharya was 
playing a role few could have played, 
balancing multi-fold pressures and, more 
importantly, actively contributing to the 
most important period in modern Indian 
economic history. 

He has always advocated policies 
towards economic liberalisation, where 
both trade and finance are not limited by 
protectionism and unnecessary 
regulation.  Yet he is also a conservative, 
tending to favour fiscal tightness rather 
than government profligacy. His 
monetary policy instincts are no 
different, as also acknowledged by one of 
the contributors.  Those days now seem 
distant, but not too far back, integration 

into the global economy was yielding 
great benefits in terms of economic 
growth. Many know this, but it needs to be 
said again and again: This combination of 
liberal economics and fiscal conservatism 
helped generate the surpluses that could 
then be used to ramp up welfare and 
public infrastructure creation beyond  
the 2000s.   

But Dr Acharya has not stopped 
there. Through his columns and his 
books (Essays on Macroeconomic Policy 
and Growth in India and India’s 
Economy: Performance and Challenges), 
he continues to inspire rational and 
balanced economic decision-making.   I 
have been fortunate to have heard his 
views every Monday at the Business 
Standard edit meetings.  For me, that 
was a time when I was quite 
disillusioned with the prevalent 
economic thoughts of the day, and on 
the verge of giving it all up.  But in those 
meetings, I found a different world 

existed that I had not known of, where a 
richly layered thought process would 
attempt to decipher the problem at hand 
in an amazingly humble manner.  

So I am so glad that the editors Amita 
Batra and A K Bhattacharya have been 
able to get among the most deep 
economic thought-leaders in India to 
contribute to this volume.  The 
contributors are a Who’s Who of India’s 
economic thinkers and practitioners and 
then some more.  Uday Kotak has penned 
a warm foreword. Chapter contributors 
include Montek Singh Ahluwalia, Rakesh 
Mohan, Shyam Saran, Sudipto Mundle, 
Mahendra Dev, Ajay Chhibber, Michael 
Patra, Sajjid Z Chinoy, Deepak Misra, 
Radhika Kapoor and more. 

Thankfully, the volume is not about 
the past, but the future — how should 
India work with a very different geo-
economic scenario where geopolitics 
seems to be overwhelming economics?  It 
is also not inward-looking but highly 

outward-oriented, drawing 
from insights from Asia and 
Latin America, specifically 
and the world in general.  And 
yes, there is a separate 
contribution on China as well.  
The topics cover not just 
macroeconomics, but also 
urban development, 
employment, small and 
medium enterprises, climate 
change, finance, growing 
digitalisation, agriculture, 
human capital, trade and 
even political economy.  

Would I read this volume 
again?  The answer is an 
unqualified yes.  First, to 
know Dr Acharya's life and 
contributions better. Second, 
to better understand how 
global thought leaders are 
thinking through some of the most 
diicult and complex sets of challenges 
humanity is facing.  And third, a deeper 
insight into the challenges that are 
emerging for India and the world and the 
potential path forward.  

That gets me to what I 
missed — the introspection.  
Today, neat models of 
economic interactions reflect 
only the past, and tactical and 
geopolitical issues have 
become far more important for 
decision-makers than they 
were in the past. Technology 
change has become so rapid 
and concentrated that it is 
unlikely to give the necessary 
space for trickle-down to work.  
In such a situation, what do the 
objectives of equity, growth 
and eiciency mean?  
Moreover, as government 
intervention in the economy is 
becoming more and more 
acceptable, it would be nice to 
also think about where the 
boundaries may be. 

vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv 
The reviewer heads CSEP Research 
Foundation.  
Amita Batra is a Business Standard 
columnist, and A K Bhattacharya is 
editorial director at Business Standard
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A
fter years of claims that the Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation Scheme is
the greatest river project built in the fastest time possible, and por-
traying it as the final solution of sorts for all irrigation and drink-
ing water supply shortages in Telangana, the crows have come

home roost for former chief minister K. Chandrashekar Rao. The Bharat
Rashtra Samithi president had never once let up on any opportunity to
declare that he was the man, the brains and the driving force behind the
project.

However, the report from the Justice P.C. Ghose Commission of Inquiry
constituted last year by the Congress government to inquire into irregular-
ities with respect to KLIS’s barrages are nothing short of a nightmare for
Mr Rao and his party.

Much to the BRS’s chagrin, the commission unequivocally placed Mr Rao
at the centre of all decision making and the eventual serious damages to the
Medigadda barrage, a portion of which has cracked and sank into the river
bed, and similar problems of lesser intensity at Annaram and Sundilla.

While a political battle is already on between the BRS bristling with indig-
nation and the Congress government led by A. Revanth Reddy who made it

clear the government is not interested in a witch
hunt, the takeaway is not just about the profliga-
cy of the then BRS government that spent
around `90,000 crores on KLIS, but about Mr
Rao’s Ozymandian sense of infallibility.

The commission called everything about the
barrages a result of a one-man show led by Mr
Rao with the lesser actors doing everything they
can to make the wishes of one man come true
without consideration of the consequences —
giving a go-by to rules, regulations, and worst of
all, fundamental design and engineering
requirements.

What was supposed to be, at least in Mr Rao’s
mind, a series of edifices that would stand the

test of time and write his name in history books as a man who achieved the
impossible and stand tall at least 100 years, began decaying the year they
were put to use in 2019. No amount of cover-ups could save the day for him,
or his party from a political drubbing in elections once Medigadda barrage
cracked.

The Ghose Commission report made it clear that neither K.
Chandrashekar Rao, nor his foot soldiers had public good in their hearts or
minds. The BRS and Mr Rao will have many bones to pick in the coming
days, but it is unlikely that the man himself will get his ageing feet wet in
the battle that lies ahead for him.

For, all those who colluded in the Kaleshwaram project have not only laid
to waste a political career but also vast resources that no state can afford to
squander in the manner that they did with the Kaleshwaram project’s 
barrages.

ACB raids on engineers associated with the project have revealed massive
wealth running into hundreds of crores of rupees amassed by them, while
the outcome of rent seeking behaviour by their political masters might
reveal even more mind-boggling numbers.

For the Congress government, the call for action is clear that this is not
about politics but about taking the investigations to their logical conclu-
sion, punishing the guilty as per law and making the contractors repair the
barrages at their own cost as recommended by the Ghose Commission.
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KLIS: Where KCR’s dream
clashed with public good
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Kaleshwaram 

irrigation project
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I
n May last year, while
he was not in office,
US President Donald
Trump was found
guilty on all 34

charges in a trial over
money paid by his former
lawyer to adult film star
Stormy Daniels. The then
former President was a
convicted felon, a first in
American history. Mr
Trump’s legal problems in
the courts included four
separate criminal cases
and several civil actions,
threatening not just his lib-
erty but his whole political
and commercial career. A
year later, the situation
has been completely
reversed.

Three major Supreme
Court judgments, one giv-
ing Presidents and former
Presidents broad immuni-
ty from prosecution; a sec-
ond dismissing the ruling
that Mr Trump’s attempts
to overturn the 2020 elec-
tion results disqualified
him from running for
office again; and a third in
June curbing district
judges’ abilities to stall the
President’s agenda have
all gone in Mr Trump’s
favour. Earlier, in his first
term, he had reshaped the
Supreme Court with a
sympathetic conservative
majority.

His current objective is
to strip the lower courts of
their powers. Federal dis-
trict judges, who had often
delivered rulings on immi-
gration policy that they
claimed applied nation-
wide, now face an assault
on their powers from the
Trump administration
that questions their legiti-
macy with claims that they
flout their authority. The
broader question is
whether the attacks will
reshape the balance of
powers even after Donald
Trump is no longer
President.

The district courts are
under unprecedented
attack; the President has
variously termed judges
“crooked”, “deranged”,
“USA hating” and “radical
left”, and his deputy chief

of staff for policy, Stephen
Miller, declared that the
US is facing a judicial
tyranny. He wrote on
social media: “Each day,
[the judges] change foreign
policy, economic, staffing,
and national security poli-
cies of the administra-
tion... It is the gravest
assault on democracy. It
must and will end.” Mr
Trump has called for the
impeachment of those
judges who he disagrees
with, and has also threat-
ened to sue individual
judges.

Serving judges have
received death threats this
year, prompted by their
blocking or delaying some
of the President’s execu-
tive orders. Figures com-
piled by investigators
show that by mid-June,
there were more than 400
threats against almost 300
judges. The Trump sup-
porters reject the idea that
presidential rhetoric is to
blame for raising the tem-
perature, asserting that
the Left is more to blame
for hostility towards
judges: “The highest threat
to anyone on the federal
courts was when someone
tried to assassinate the
President”, declared Sup-
reme Court Justice Brett
Kavanaugh. “There’s this
tendency to try to charac-
terise the Trump adminis-
tration as being what has
facilitated this. The revolu-
tionary notions that we
need to take the law in our
own hands… tend to [be]
from the Left in America.”

While other Presidents
have clashed with the
courts, Mr Trump’s con-
frontations are unique in
scale, perhaps inevitably
given that after he arrived
in the White House innu-
merable executive orders
were promulgated with the
desire to fast-forward his
agenda quickly. On a sin-
gle day, 26 were signed.
There have been another
140 up to the beginning of
July — only around 100
fewer than President
Barack Obama in his
entire eight years in the

White House. Although Mr
Trump could have asked
Congress to legislate these
policies, since his
Republican Party controls
both chambers, legislation
takes time, and because
Congress has been busy
with Mr Trump’s contro-
versial domestic legisla-
tion, there was little time
for other priorities.

Executive orders are
within the President’s pre-
rogative, under Article II
of the US Constitution, so
Mr Trump is within his
powers provided the
orders cite legislative
authority. What the
President cannot do is
make new laws, or do
things that go contrary to
the Constitution. Unless
Congress intervenes, the
only option to challenge
his orders is to go to court.
The sweeping nature of the
orders he has signed,
many touching on consti-
tutional issues such as the
right of everyone born in
the US to citizenship, has
led to dozens of injunc-
tions. Which is why Mr
Trump’s victory in the
Supreme Court curbing
such nationwide injunc-
tions is significant.

The administration has
accused the judiciary of
overreach and judges of
being “activists”. But per-
haps the most fundamental
and philosophical criti-
cism is that they obstruct
the desires of the elec-
torate, though this is dis-
puted. “We are a nation of
laws,” explains a judge. “A
mandate for the President
of the United States does
not mean a mandate to dis-
regard the law.”

In a recent interview, Mr
Trump denied that he was
defying the judiciary;
when rulings have gone
against him, he has sought
remedy through the judi-
cial process, he said.
“That’s why I’m winning
on appeal.”

After the Watergate scan-
dal in the 1970s, when then
President Richard M.
Nixon flouted many
norms, legislation was
passed to curb the execu-
tive and make it more
accountable, but some of
the changes merely adopt-
ed norms such as publica-
tion of presidential tax
returns and avoiding
financial conflicts of inter-
est, and Mr Trump has
shown little inclination to
follow those norms. Mr
Trump’s critics claim that
he is destroying the system
of checks and balances in
which the three equal
branches of government —
the presidency, the legisla-
ture and the judiciary —
act as a brake on each
other. Prof. Laurence
Tribe, a constitutional
expert, describes the situa-
tion as “catastrophic”; say-
ing: “The whole system is
completely out of balance.”

When it comes to the
relationship between the
presidency and the courts,
Mr Trump comes close to
defiance. In one instance,
after being ordered to facil-
itate the return of a man
wrongly deported to El
Salvador, the administra-
tion delayed by two
months complying with
the Supreme Court’s deci-
sion. There are only two
ways a President can be
truly held to account: one
by removal in an election;
the second is by impeach-
ment in Congress, and Mr
Trump has already sur-
vived two of those in his
first term.

The judiciary is, howev-
er, not giving in tamely.
Even after the Supreme
Court ruled in June to curb
those nationwide injunc-
tions — and both parties
have complained about
such injunctions in the
past — another judge
slapped one on Mr
Trump’s asylum policy
and a district judge issued
a fresh nationwide block
on Mr Trump’s executive
order restricting the auto-
matic right to citizenship
for babies born to undocu-
mented migrants or for-
eign visitors, drawing furi-
ous criticism from Trump
followers. This battle is
joined, and its conse-
quences for the future are
unpredictable.

Krishnan Srinivasan is a
former Indian foreign 

secretary

WHAT FRIENDSHIP?
I was taken aback at the
number of friendship mes-
sages being circulated on
social media platforms.
Because real good friends
are very hard to find in
these times. In trying to
make up for our our
seeming inability to make
or be friends, this torrent
of friend messages are
just an overcompensation.
At best we have col-
leagues or acquaintances,
but never real friends. This
is a very selfish world and
the so-called friends
would not hesitate an
instant to dump or cheat if
they found a better
option. In true friendship
words do not matter
much but actions do. 
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Even after the
Supreme Court
ruled to curb those
nationwide 
injunctions, another
judge slapped one
on Mr Trump’s 
asylum policy and a
district judge issued
a fresh block on an
executive order
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Trump vs judiciary: Will 
US power balance shift?

The Supreme Court raising an objection to the statement of the Lok
Sabha Leader of the Opposition, Rahul Gandhi, on China’s encroach-
ment into India’s territory and losses suffered at the hands of the

Chinese by the Indian Army is an unwarranted interference in the affairs of
the legislature by the judiciary. The court’s suggestion that “if you are a true
Indian, you wouldn’t say such a thing” Is equally abominable.

Mr Gandhi has said nothing against the Indian Army as is being propagat-
ed by the BJP and its allies. All that he said in his repeated statements about
the border skirmishes is that India has lost patrolling rights over 20,000
square kilometres which, if true, is a sobering thought. He also mentioned
that the Army has lost around 20 of our soldiers. And the government has
never been unequivocal about the outcome of the face-off in terms of territo-
rial losses while the death of troops was indeed widely reported.

Thus, Mr Gandhi’s statements cannot be construed as being “against” the
Army by any standards, especially those of the government and the armed
forces. Questions on the loss of Indian fighter jets during Operation Sindoor
were blocked by the very logical stand that India had achieved its operational
targets and that losses were part of defence operations. By the same token,
then, the government can clarify that it has achieved its targets on the
Chinese border, too, losses notwithstanding. Why then are its feathers ruf-
fled? Mr Gandhi was certainly not questioning the professionalism of the
Army.

The court’s suggestion that the Leader of Opposition ought to raise such top-
ics in Parliament is also avoidable. The judges may have missed the fact that
Mr Gandhi is often not allowed to speak on the floor of the House. 

On a related note, not long ago, the Mumbai high court did advise the
CPI(M) activists to limit their protests to causes within the country, instead
of agitating against Israel for causing the deaths of thousands of Palestinians
due to hunger. It will be ideal if the judiciary leaves it to politicians and polit-
ical parties to decide the causes of their demonstrations, their platform and
timing, for justice will best be served when judges restrain themselves to
adjudicating on matters brought before them in a timely fashion.

‘True Indian’? It’s not SC’s call

Dhaka’s animosity
likely to endanger

Ganga water pact’s
renewal next year

LETTERS

T
he Ganga Waters Treaty, signed between
India and Bangladesh, is up for renewal next
year. The treaty, when it was signed in 1996
for a period of 30 years, guaranteed a frame-

work for distributing Ganga waters during the crit-
ical dry spell between January and May every year
at the Farakka barrage in West Bengal. The Farak-
ka barrage (which lies 18 km from the Bangladesh
border), when it was constructed in 1975, ensured
diversion of 40,000 cusecs of water to flush the
Kolkata Port. When it was commissioned, it led to
protests in Bangladesh resulting in it taking up the
matter at the United Nations. It resulted in a five-
year agreement in 1977, followed by another in 1982.
No treaty for sharing of the Ganga waters existed
between 1989 to 1996; a period that witnessed
increased disappointment in Bangladesh as a con-
sequence. Subsequently, the 1996 treaty was signed
between the two countries, and it assured 35,000
cusecs of water alternately to both countries for 10-
day periods during the lean season. The treaty
enjoins India and Bangladesh to split the water sup-
ply 50:50 if the flow is 70,000 cusecs or less. However,
Bangladesh’s share is 35,000 cusecs if the flow is
between 70,000 and 75,000 cusecs, while India
receives the remaining flow. If the flow is 75,000
cusecs or more, India receives 40,000 cusecs, with
the excess flow going to Bangladesh.

The treaty, when it was signed in 1996 between

both countries, did not take into consideration cli-
mate change and the substantial growth in popula-
tion that was likely to happen on both sides of the
border. According to a report released by Kath-
mandu-based International Centre for Integrated
Mountain Development (ICIMOD) in 2019, the cli-
mate crisis will begin altering water levels in the
Ganga and the Brahmaputra over the next two-and-
a-half decades, and the rivers could record an
abrupt decrease in flow after 2050. This will dimin-
ish the water available for drinking, irrigation and
producing electricity for roughly 250 million people
living downstream.

For many years, Bangladesh has raised concerns
regarding the treaty, primarily alleging that India
withholds water during critical dry spells.
Specifically, Bangladesh claims that during the
1997-2016 period, it did not receive its share of water
in 39 out of 60 critical periods. Besides, Bangladesh
argues that the treaty lacks a minimum guaranteed
flow clause, relying instead on diplomatic consulta-
tions when flows drop below 50,000 cusecs.
Bangladeshi critics also point to a lack of considera-
tion for the river’s flow from source to the sea, and
an inaccurate projection of future water flow.

The current Muhammad Yunus government in
Bangladesh has whipped up an anti-India hysteria
like never. The numerous provocations by Mr Yu-
nus and his cohorts have taken the Indo-Bangladesh

relations southwards. The greatest provocation has
been by Mr Yunus himself when he made the con-
troversial statement on India’s Northeast during
his first state visit to Beijing in March this year.
Despite his numerous provocative statements, his
increasing cosying up to Pakistan and China as also
fundamentalists at home, India has exercised strate-
gic restraint. Incidentally, the number of people in
Bangladesh who are questioning the legitimacy of
the interim government of Mr Yunus to take policy
decisions on the country’s internal and external
matters has also been increasing.

Hence, it is fair to assume that a greater degree of
disquiet is likely next year when the agreement gets
discussed and renewed. After the decision to sus-
pend the Indus Water Treaty with Pakistan, India is
now exploring multiple alternatives to reassess
domestic needs along with the minimum needs of
the Ganga waters for Bangladesh so that both coun-
tries can arrive at an agreement that is mutually
acceptable. The Centre’s Jal Shakti ministry set up
an internal committee in July 2023 which included
the representatives of the Bihar and West Bengal
governments. In 2011, the West Bengal government
under chief minister Mamata Banerjee had stalled
the signing of a treaty for sharing of the Teesta
waters at the last moment when India and Bangla-
desh were on the verge of signing it. That would still
be fresh on the minds of Bangladeshis.

In every likelihood, a fresh treaty would be nego-
tiated by the new government in Bangladesh; given
the Yunus administration’s announcement that
elections will be held in March-April 2026. The fresh
treaty would have to ensure an equipoise in distrib-
ution of river waters between both countries. In-
dia’s requirements, along with the likely impact of
climate change on futuristic water flows, must be
considered. Alongside, similar requirements of
Bangladesh would also have to be looked into. In the
meantime, it would be prudent for India to give the
necessary reassurances to Bangladesh, besides
reminding them of the recent Chinese announce-
ment that work on the 60-GW Yarlung Tsangpo
hydel project has commenced, which will seriously
affect water flow and ecology in Brahmaputra, both
in India and Bangladesh.

India should also remind Bangladesh that China
has no water sharing treaty with any of its neigh-
bours and should take it on board in jointly calling
out the adverse effects of this project. After all, India
understands Bangladesh is a very important neigh-
bour which has traditionally been friendly, and
work towards ensuring that the current anti-India
euphoria in Bangladesh is but a blip on the radar.

The writer is a retired lieutenant-general who is
a former director-general of the Assam Rifles and

has extensively served in the Northeast
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THE PUJA BULLIES
II  LLIIVVEE in a locality where a majority of
the people are Hindus and it is disgust-
ing to find them asking for vargani
(donations) for every festival of theirs.
The people of the neighbourhood are
forced to make donations of no less
than `200 per festival, be it Ganesh
Chaturthi, Navratri, Holi or Shivaji
Jayanti. If they do not contribute, they
are beaten up. On the other hand, shop-
keepers are forcibly made to contribute
`5,000 per festival. If they do not con-
tribute, their shops are looted and van-
dalised. Complaining to the police does
not help, as they are hand-in-glove with
the festival organisers. Is there any law
to stop this goondaism?
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ICON OF DIGNITY
SSHHIIBBUU  SSOORREENN, fondly known as Dishom
Guru or “Guru of the Land,” was a tower-
ing figure in India’s tribal and grassroots
political landscape, whose life embodied
resistance, resilience, and reform. Born
into the marginalised Santhal communi-
ty in 1944, Soren’s political awakening be-
gan with personal tragedy, the murder of
his father by moneylenders — which
spurred a lifelong crusade against explo-
itation. From founding the Santhal Nav-
yuvak Sangh in his teens to co-founding
the Jharkhand Mukti Morcha in 1972, he
championed tribal rights, land protection
and social justice, ultimately playing a
pivotal role in the creation of Jharkhand
state in 2000. As a three-time CM, long-
serving MP and Union coal minister,
Soren earned unwavering support des-
pite controversies. His legacy endures.
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