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West Asia on fire

India should oppose the US’s attempt to
widen the war to the Indian Ocean
ix days after the unprovoked, illegal Israeli-
American war against Iran began, West
Asia has descended into chaos. When U.S.
President Donald Trump launched the war, kill-
ing Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khame-
nei, other leaders and at least 160 schoolchil-
dren, he called on Iranians to overthrow the
Islamic Republic and take over state institutions.
That did not happen. Iran retaliated by targeting
Israel as well as American bases, assets and mis-
sions in the Persian Gulf region. Satellite image-
based analyses suggest that Iran has struck com-
munication and radar structures at seven U.S.
military sites. Hezbollah, the Lebanese militant
group, also joined the war with rocket attacks on
northern Israel. In Iraq, pro-Iran militias have
struck American assets in Erbil and other areas.
The U.S. has confirmed that at least six service
personnel were killed and three fighter jets were
lost in Kuwaiti “friendly fire”, according to the
Pentagon. On March 4, the U.S. expanded the
theatre of war to the Indian Ocean by torpedoing
an Iranian warship, IRIS Dena, off Sri Lanka, kill-
ing at least 83 personnel. The ship was in the re-
gion for last week’s International Fleet Review off
Visakhapatnam. If Mr. Trump and his ally Benja-
min Netanyahu believed that Khamenei’s killing
would lead to a collapse of Iran’s government, the
result has instead been an all-out regional war.
Neither side has shown any willingness to step
back. U.S. Secretary of War Pete Hegseth said on
Wednesday that the conflict could last up to eight
weeks. Ali Larijani, Iran’s security chief, has
ruled out talks with the U.S. and American media
have reported that Washington is considering
arming ethnic Kurdish militias in Iran’s north-
west to provoke internal unrest. This is a danger-
ous game. It appears that Mr. Trump launched
the war without an exit strategy. As the Iranian
state and its institutions show no signs of crack-
ing, the U.S. has turned to massive bombardment
and the prospect of fuelling civil strife in a coun-
try that it promised to “liberate” from clerical
rule only days ago. If the war drags on, Mr.
Trump is likely to face growing domestic resis-
tance, with sections of his far-right base already
calling it “Israel’s war”. For India, rising oil and
gas prices will add to the burden on its economy,
while a widening war could threaten the eco-
nomic and physical security of the millions of In-
dians living in the region. New Delhi, which in-
itially did not condemn the assassination of
Khamenei, the leader of a friendly country,
should take a more emphatic stand against the
war and work with other powers to de-escalate
the conflict. India should also strongly oppose
U.S. attempts to bring the war to its backyard.

One for all

The DMK has managed to keep a major
alliance partner happy

fter the drama that lasted over a month

over the issue of seat sharing for the Ta-

mil Nadu Assembly election, the ruling
DMK and its long-standing ally, the Congress,
have done well by reaching an understanding
without leaving room for rancour. Senior party
leaders including Mallikarjun Kharge, P. Chidam-
baram and Kanimozhi helped both sides iron out
their differences. The deal is now key for the
DMK-led Secular Progressive Alliance (SPA) to fi-
nalise seat-sharing with other constituents, as the
Congress is the coalition’s second-largest mem-
ber. Given that the DMK is negotiating with more
smaller parties than before, the Congress should
consider the allotment of 28 Assembly seats and
one Rajya Sabha seat a fair deal. In the 2021 polls,
it contested 25 seats, 16 lower than the 2016 tally.
But, significant political changes in the State hap-
pened as almost all anti-BJP parties have rallied
behind the DMK since then. Although the Con-
gress and the DMK have contested elections to-
gether since 2016, with much success, the pre-
sence of the fledgling Tamilaga Vettri
(TVK), led by actor Vijay, in the fray had prompt-
ed some Congress leaders to suggest aligning
with the TVK which was open to a coalition re-
gime — an idea not acceptable to the DMK and its
traditional adversary, the AIADMK. Being a new
force, it could offer more seats to the Congress
than the DMK, along with power sharing. Apart
from questions about the probability of success
of such an electoral tie-up, Congress-DMK ties
cannot be merely viewed in terms of numbers or
the pursuit of power sharing.

The national party knows well the importance
of the regional party in its scheme of things to im-
prove its position, at the all-India level, if not get
back to the original strength. In the general elec-
tions in 2019 and 2024, the SPA defeated the
ATADMK and the BJP. Besides, the DMK, which is
firm against the idea of a coalition government,
swiftly fulfilled the Congress’s demand for Rajya
Sabha seats — now and in 2022; in contrast, Jam-
mu and Kashmir’s National Conference had, last
October, offered a Rajya Sabha seat to the Con-
gress despite unfavourable numbers. Along with
its ability to transfer the most number of votes
from Scheduled Castes and religious minorities
in Tamil Nadu’s southern districts, the DMK re-
quires the Grand OId Party to flag, at the national
level, issues concerning States in general and Ta-
mil Nadu in particular, as the BJP-led Centre tries
to limit the space for States. The Dravidian major
and its leader, Chief Minister M.K. Stalin, deserve
commendation for having managed the allies
well, with no grievances apparent. With a strong
alliance in place, the SPA retains an edge over the
AIADMK-led National Democratic Alliance in the
State (it includes the BJP) despite anti-incumben-
cy and a strong challenge from the TVK.
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Transforming representation into real change by 2029

1 2029, India will have the most
gender-representative Parliament in its
history. The Women’s Reservation Act will
reserve one-third of the seats in the Lok
Sabha for women — the largest single expansion

treated as public infrastructure, not private
misfortune. And she wants to know that when
she votes in 2029 for the most representative
Parliament this country has ever elected, its
representatives will already know what she

of political representation this country has ever
legislated. This moment has been decades in the
making. If the next three years are squandered, it

Barkha Deva
works on policy for

needs.

An ageing India

will not deliver what it promises.

There is an immediacy

Representation without an agenda is just
presence. The women who walk into Parliament
in 2029 will change what gets discussed only if
the issues that matter to them have already been

dignified ageing and

India is ageing faster than its public conversation

named, fought for, and demanded loudly enough
to become political priorities. That work cannot
begin in 2029. It has to begin now. And there is
no issue more urgent, more invisible, or more

ready to be addressed than this:India lacks a
policy framework for elder care that clearly
accounts for women — and there is no political

tradition of demanding one.

Gauri is one of millions of women in India for
whom this is not a policy abstraction. Her
eighty-three-year-old mother lives alone in
Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh, ageing the way most
Indian women do: quietly, trying to hold on to
her innate dignity, with almost no support from
the state. Gauri travels back when she can,
handling immediate emergencies and worrying 2
about the rest — like so many daughters and
daughters-in-law who hold two worlds together
simultaneously. What keeps Gauri up at night is
not the exhaustion. It is the recognition that she
could end up ageing like her mother the same
way. And she is done accepting that quietly.

‘What Gauri wants, for her mother, and for
herself, is a state that builds the guardrails for
women to age with dignity. She wants elder care

29 must
transform
women'’s lives,
with its
representatives
well aware of
what guardrails
women need to
age with dignity

million Indians over the age of 60 are living with
dementia today, a number expected to nearly
double by 2036 — with women disproportionately
affected, more likely to be living alone when
cognitive decline sets in, and less likely to have
anyone looking out for them. This is what a state
that never designed elder care around women
actually produces. Parliamentary records reveal
why it persists — the Parliamentary Questions
database has virtually no questions on ageing
women, there are no private member Bills, or

committee attention. What Maharashtra showed
recently is that the state can move quickly when it
chooses to recognise the realities of women’s
lives. In January 2026, the State launched
menopause clinics across 580 government
facilities, backed by decades of advocacy. The
result was that over 31,000 women came forward
in five weeks.

They had been waiting, in silence, for the State

elder care acknowledges. Over 100 million Indians are to name their reality. Elder care and dignified
already above 60 years; that number will cross ageing wait for the same decision.
250 million by the year 2040. Women will outlive
men by four to five years on average, but those The need for insight
extra years have a compounded disadvantage: Political parties are already preparing candidate
lower lifetime savings, broken pipelines for the reserved seats. But
employment histories, no assets in fielding women is not the same as
their own name, and no caregiver changing what Parliament talks about.
when they need one the most. The ‘The women and men who will make
National Policy for Older Persons the Parliament of 2029 count are those
(1999) and the Indira Gandhi National who arrive having read the room —
0ld Age Pension Scheme address the ‘who understand that representing
elderly through a lens of poverty and women means representing the full
health, with no gender dimension. INTERNATIONAL  arc of their lives; not just the years of
Ageing women are simply not a WOMEN'S pay  careers and children, but the decades
category the systems in India are built that follow, when every gap the state
to recognise. has ignored becomes a daily reality. That

The cost of that invisibility is written in the understanding must be built into the candidate,

numbers. A study, in 2023, in the journal the campaign, and the manifesto — through a

T TI— Alzheimer’s & Dementia, estimates that 8.8 census that captures age- and

gender-disaggregated data, budgets that report
elder care spending transparently, and parties
that make dignified ageing a political
commitment before the election, not after.

‘When Gauri votes in 2029, she will be thinking
about all of this. She will be thinking about her
mother, and about herself, and about whether
this Parliament, the most representative in India’s
history, can build the country that women like
her were promised. Three years is enough time to
get this right. We cannot afford to get it wrong.

Protecting women’s rights amid conflict and instability

our midst. Observed globally on March 8, the

day has evolved from its early 20th century
labour roots into a leading platform for
deliberating on women’s rights, celebrating
achievements and demanding concrete action
toward gender equality. Officially recognized by
the United Nations (UN) in 1977, the day continues
to serve as both a celebration and a call to action.

l nternational Women’s Day is once again in

Rights, justice and action

For 2026, the UN has chosen “Rights, Justice,
Action: For All Women and Girls” as the global
theme for International Women’s Day. While
these words resonate powerfully, affirming
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insecurity dramatically escalate incidents of
gender-based violence, food insecurity, restricted
mobility or forced displacement, disruption of
families, loss of livelihood, breakdown of social
support systems and lack of access to health care
and education. Women trapped in conflict zones
are also targeted as a strategy of war. Rape and
sexual violence against women have been
committed during wars since ancient times to
subjugate and humiliate the enemy.

Many women also suffer mental health issues
such as depression, anxiety and post-traumatic
stress disorder. The side-lining of women in
peace talks and reconstruction processes further
reduces their chances of addressing

‘women’s rights to equality and justice, the reality
remains far from supportive of translating this
theme into a practical programme. The
unpleasant truth is that this ambitious call for
action is against the ominous backdrop of a world
marked by conflict, displacement, economic
instability and political uncertainty. Multiple wars
and conflicts are raging in several parts of the
world.

Relentless targeted attacks by warring nations
have already claimed so many lives and caused

of India

these problems.

Promises but no progress
Acknowledging the disproportionate
impact of armed conflict on women
and girls, the UN Security Council, on
October 31, 2000, unanimously
adopted the United Nations Security
Council Resolution 1325 on Women,
Peace and Security. It was affirmed in
this historic resolution that women must be

INTERNATIONAL
WOMEN’S DAY

the destruction of several strategic locations.
Those killed include a large number of women
and children. What is worse, instead of
de-escalation, we are witnessing a hardening of
positions on all sides, with no early cessation of

hostilities in sight.

What do these conflicts portend for living
conditions and rights of women and children?

Gender equality is not a privilege but a
fundamental human right. But it is easier said
than done, more so in a world facing multiple
crises in which women and children are the most
vulnerable. Research and field studies have
clearly established that women and girls suffer
disproportionately in wars. Conflict and

Global instability
makes this
year’s
International
Women’s Day
theme urgent

protected during conflicts and included actively
in peacebuilding processes. Yet, the gap between
commitments and implementation continues to
remain wide. While a few countries have
developed national action plans to implement
Resolution 1325, no tangible change is noticed on
the ground.

In fact, the conditions for women and children
have worsened over these decades. Inequalities
have become more acute in many places, with
wars and political instability further weakening
the institutions for the protection of women. The
UN Secretary-General Report on Women, Peace
and Security for 2025 categorically states that the
world is experiencing the highest number of

active conflicts since 1946, resulting in
unprecedented risks and suffering for women
and girls. The report adds that nearly 676 million
women live within 50 kilometres of deadly
contlicts, the highest level since the 1990s.
Civilian casualties among women and children
quadrupled when compared to the previous
two-year period. Conflict-related sexual violence
increased by 87% in two years.

Moreover, despite overwhelming evidence that
women’s participation makes peace more
durable, they remain largely excluded from
decision-making. In 2024, nine out of 10 peace
processes had no women negotiators, with

women making up just 7% of
negotiators and 14% of mediators
globally. This is despite the research
consistently showing that peace
agreements are more durable when
women are meaningfully involved in
these processes.

Rights require action
Women, being important stakeholders
as well as victims of war, should be
given equal opportunity to participate in talks
and other processes. Women's collectives and
global bodies should also play a more
action-oriented role instead of confining
themselves to slogans and conferences. Women
and children in conflict zones should be
protected from violence and sexual exploitation.
In fact, helping them with food, education, health
care, financial assistance and also emotional
support is the duty of other stakeholders as well.
This underscores why the 2026 emphasis on
rights and justice is both urgent and essential,
making International Women’s Day more than a
calendar date and a reminder that protecting
women’s rights amid conflict and instability is a
collective responsibility.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Ship sinking, implications
The destruction of an
Iranian warship by a U.S.
submarine near Sri Lanka is
a complete violation of
international law (Front
Page, March 5). The ship
was returning from a
peaceful naval exercise
hosted by India, which is
supposed to be a neutral
party. Sri Lanka also
maintains a policy of

ity. This is L

their lives to the war. The
deadly strike on a school
has claimed the lives of
innocent students. If it is
not an act of inhumanity,
what is it?

Washington speaks of
“regime change” in Tehran.
By the same logic, Tehran
must also have the right to
speak of “regime change” in
Washington. In any case, it
is a collective failure of our
civili that there has

unprovoked action against
the Islamic Republic, even if
justified on the pretext of
wartime action.

Vijaya Segara Ramsait,
Courtallam, Tenkasi, Tamil Nadu

Without disguising his glee
at the sinking of the Iranian
vessel, U.S. Secretary of War
Pete Hegseth boasted that
Iran was under the illusion
that the vessel was safe in
international waters. It was
clearly an act of military
overreach.

The U.Ss claim that this
war is being fought in the
interest of Iranians is belied
by the fact that over 1,000
Iranian civilians have lost

been no worldwide
movement against war and
for peace at a time when a
dangerous war is playing
out in West Asia. The United
Nations Organisation has
become powerless to
prevail on world powers, in
the present context, the US
and Israel, to de-escalate
and opt for diplomacy.

G. David Milton,
Maruthancode, Tamil Nadu

The reported sinking of the
Iranian vessel inevitably
acquires political meaning
when viewed alongside
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s recent visit to Israel
and his visible warmth with

Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu. Even if
operationally unrelated, the
timing reinforces the
perception that India has
tilted toward the U.S.-Israel
axis in the ¢ i

and the safety of millions of
expatriates — New Delhi’s
diplomatic role has been
muted. The challenge is not
merely optics but restoring
credibility as a balanced

with Iran.
For decades, India’s West
Asia policy has rested on
careful balance — engaging
Israel for defence
cooperation while
sustaining ties with Iran for
energy and connectivity.
That equilibrium now
appears strained. Symbolic
gestures in a region already
aflame inevitably carry
geopolitical weight.

To some geopolitical
observers, the episode may
even appear as further
confirmation of a tightening
U.S.-Israel strategic axis
shaping the present
conflict, with other regional
actors reduced largely to
spectatorship.

Some analysts go further,
suggesting that India risks
appearing marginal to the
unfolding Gulf crisis. Despite
its proximity and deep
stakes — energy security

and c ial regional
actor.

M. Jameel Ahmed,

Mysuru

The audacious attack on an
Iranian ship in the Indian
Ocean, in territory that is
near to Sri Lanka, is proof
that the U.S. has scant
regard for the rights of
countries such as India and
Sri Lanka over their
territorial waters. The
torpedo attack by a
submarine again puts it
beyond the pale of doubt
that U.S. submarines are
prowling through seas and
oceans.

CJ\. Aravind,

Bengaluru

The incident highlights
growing militarisation in the
Indian Ocean, a region vital
to South Asia’s stability.
India’s silence is striking,
given its role as the largest

resident power and
self-styled “net security
provider”

Unchecked military actions
by extra-regional powers
threaten freedom of
navigation under the United
Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea and risk
turning the Indian Ocean
from a zone of cooperation
into a theatre of
confrontation.

This also challenges India’s
Security and Growth for All
in the Region (SAGAR)
doctrine, which seeks
stability and collective
security. A measured
diplomatic response,
emphasising restraint,
transparency, and
adherence to international
law, would protect India’s
interests and reinforce its
credibility.

Balancing ties with the U.S.
and Iran while asserting
India’s strategic position is
essential to prevent the
Indian Ocean from
becoming another arena of
great-power rivalry.

Rajesh C.R.,

Bengaluru

Seat sharing talks

The amicable conclusion of
seat-sharing talks between
the ruling Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK) and the
Indian National Congress in
Tamil Nadu has put an end
to speculation about a
possible rift between the
two allies.

Although the Congress does
not enjoy a substantial vote
base in Tamil Nadu, except
in pockets such as
Kanniyakumari district, its
secular credentials and
national stature could
reinforce the alliance’s
campaign narrative. The
DMK has been projecting
the contest as one between
its secular coalition and the
divisive politics of the
Bharatiya Janata Party at
the Centre. Chief Minister
MK. Stalin has
demonstrated his political
acumen.

M. Jeyaram,

Sholavandan, Tamil Nadu
Letters emailed to
letters@thehindu.co.in

must carry the full postal
address and the full name or
the name with initials.
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Is the Supreme Court doing enough to tackle hate speech?

I PARLEY

n February 26, the Gauhati High
Court issued notice to Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma after

ee

Hate speech does not always take the form of
explicit incitement to violence. More often, it
operates as a prejudicial discourse that

the real challenge lies in their effective
enforcement. India already possesses a range of
legal provisions capable of addressing hate
speech. For instance, the Representation of the
People Act, 1950, contains provisions that
empower the EC to act against candidates who

,S;‘E,}:,—m“‘ - hearing a batch of petitions seeking marginalises particular communities. This,in | TeSOrt to hate speech during election campaigns.
SRR criminal prosecution against him for alleged oo the fack of dofint s o Yet, in practice, there is little evidence of these
advocate communal and divisive speeches. The turn, makes the [.Ls}\ D_l d} Iln'mg'hal( speech powers being exercised with any consistency.
practising at petitioners had initially approached the for the purposes of criminalisation Unless the political climate changes, the politics
the Supreme Supreme Court (SC) with their complaints but a inherently difficult of hate will continue to persist.
Court threejudge Bench headed by Chief Justice of SHAHRUKH ALAM
India, Surya Kant, remarked that whenever SA: Even if penal provisions on hate speech
elections approach, the Court tends to become a crimes, including the appointment of nodal were introduced, their application would
political battleground, and consequently officers in the States. This was followed in 2023 remain vulnerable to arbitrariness. The law in its
directed the petitioners to approach the Gauhati by a further direction requiring States to suo current form is often insufficiently attentive to
High Court. Earlier in January, another Supreme e | motu register FIRs in cases of hate speech. the social and political contexts within which
Court Bench indicated that hate speech matters Seeking redress: A protest against alleged irregularities in the SIR and Assam Despite these directives, what we continue to such speech operates. While some forms of
A pending before the Court since 2021 would be CM's remarks on Bengali-origin Muslims, in Guwahati, on February 7. pTi witness are flagrant violations. While it may be speech may merely offend or hurt sentiments,
Haris Beeran  closed. The Bench, however, clarified that the difficult for the Court to monitor compliance in other forms of incendiary rhetoric can deepen

advocate and

parties remained free to pursue other legal
remedies, including approaching the High

Should hate speech be treated as a
constitutional tort?

every instance, it ought to initiate contempt
proceedings against State officials who fail to act.

democratic deficits by further marginalising
communities that are already vulnerable. At the

;ﬂjyﬂbsa b'i‘ﬂ Courts (HC). Is the Supreme Court doing The Court is also vested with powers under same time, it would be misguided to look to the
P:’r{i‘a;;: i enough to tackle hate speech? Shahrukh Alam SA: Yes. Even in instances where there are open | Article 142 to pass orders necessary to do law alone for solutions. What is required is the

and Haris Beeran debate the question in a
discussion moderated by Aaratrika Bhaumik.
Edited excerpts:

What is hate speech, and what makes its
criminalisation so difficult in practice?

Shahrukh Alam: Hate speech does not always
take the form of explicit incitement to violence.
More often, it operates as a prejudicial discourse
that marginalises particular ¢ ities. This
in turn, makes the task of defining hate speech
for the purposes of criminalisation inherently
difficult. Not every divisive expression can
attract penal consequences. The threshold for
criminal sanction must be higher. Further, the
analysis of hate speech cannot be divorced from
questions of power — its harm lies not merely in
the content of the speech but in the unequal
social hierarchies within which it operates. Hate
speech entrenches a democratic deficit because
it is typically directed at groups that are already
socially or politically vulnerable, thereby
reinforcing existing patterns of exclusion.

Haris Beeran: The difficulty in criminalising
hate speech lies partly in the role that
perception plays. Hate speech does not always
ifest as direct incitement to violence. It
often operates through dog whistles —
statements deliberately framed with a degree of
iguity that allow kers to claim plausibl
deniability. The impact of such speech is shaped
not merely by what is said but also by how it is
perceived. This ambiguity makes it difficult to
delineate clear thresholds for criminal liability.

calls for violence through speeches, the
response from the state and its functionaries is
often conspicuously absent. When the state
repeatedly fails to respond to such speech,
constitutional tort provides a basis to hold it
accountable. The principle underlying this
approach is that where the state’s inaction
results in harm, it must assume responsibility —
by acknowledging that failure or by
compensating those who have been wronged.

HB: The growing prevalence of hate speech is
closely linked to the conduct of the ruling
dispensation. Electoral strategies increasingly
rely on the deployment of communal rhetoric to
capture public attention and secure electoral
dividends. When such rhetoric emanates from
the highest levels of political leadership,
lower-level functionaries inevitably seek to
emulate what they perceive to be the
expectations of their leadership. The problem is
further compounded by the absence of a
credible institutional response. State authorities,
such as the police, and even bodies like the
Election Commission of India (EC), often fail to
intervene effectively. As a result, hate speech
ought to be recognised as a constitutional tort.
Such an approach would enable courts to fix

ac ility and award ¢ i

How effective has the Supreme Court’s
intervention been?

HB: In 2018, in Tehseen Poonawalla vs Union of
India, the SC laid down detailed directions to
curb mob lynching and prevent other hate

“complete justice” and to protect vulnerable
communities. Yet, the Court has at times been
reluctant to exercise these powers. For instance,
it declined to take action against Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma over his
communal remarks and instead relegated the
petitioners to the High Court. The Court bears a
constitutional responsibility to intervene.

SA: The SC’s prior directives on hate speech are
being observed more in their breach than in
their observance. It was precisely for this reason
that petitioners urged the Court not to close the
hate speech proceedings and instead treat them
as a continuing mandamus. Such an approach
would have ensured that the matter remained
under the Court’s supervision, allowing it to
monitor compliance and intervene whenever
breaches occurred. However, the Court closed
the proceedings. More importantly, it is evident
that law enforcement authorities are frequently
failing to act even in cases involving the most
virulent forms of hate speech. This reflects a
clear abdication of constitutional duty. It is also
crucial for the Court to recognise that the
problem of hate speech cannot be framed as a
dispute between equals. In reality, hate speech
is fundamentally about power — about dominant
groups using speech as a means to exclude and
silence those who are more vulnerable.

Should India introduce specific criminal
provisions on hate speech, as recommended
by the Law Commission?

HB: Dedicated provisions may be welcome, but

building of a broader social consensus that
resists falling prey to stereotypes, tropes, and
propaganda directed at targeted communities.

Could the Karnataka Hate Speech and Hate
Crimes (Prevention) Bill, 2025, serve asa
precedent for a central law on hate speech?

SA: Although well-intentioned, my reservation
about the Bill is that it fails to adequately
recognise the discriminatory dimension of hate
speech. Its emphasis remains on injury, offence,
or disharmony — concepts that are typically
framed as law-and-order concerns, rather than
on the structural realities of discrimination and
marginalisation that hate speech often produces.
A further concern is that several of the Bill's
definitions are overly broad, creating the risk of
arbitrary application.

HB: The Bill must first be enacted and then
tested through implementation. Its effectiveness
can only be assessed once it begins to operate in
practice. There are certain conceptual gaps in
the current formulation, particularly in the
definition of hate speech, which does not
adequately address issues such as
discrimination. These limitations have to be
addressed through subsequent amendments.

To listen to the full interview
Scan the code or go to the link
www.thehindu.com
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The systemic invisibility of
women’s midlife health

Sathya Sriram naecological examinations, has not
evolved since it was first invented in the
ndia’s focus on women’s health dur- | 19th century.
l ing their child-bearing ages has been These blind spots extend to the design
one of its most significant public | of objects and spaces in everyday life. Wo-
health achievements. The Maternal Mor- | men are biomechanically different from
tality Ratio (MMR) has fallen from 362 per | men, carrying their centre of mass lower
1,00,000 live births in 2000 to about 80 | in the body. Yet chairs and desks at the
per 1,00,000 in 2023. Through the Nation- | workplace, protective equipment and reh-
al Rural Health Mission and subsequently, | abilitation devices are designed around a
the overarching National Health Mission | male default. In addition, the social reali-
(NHM), several initiatives expanding insti- | ties of women delaying medical help,
tutional deliveries, skilled birth atten- | prioritising family responsibilities, and dis-
dants, better antenatal and post natal care | missing early symptoms further reinforce
have enabled these outcomes. This workis | this invisibility, resulting in late diagnoses
still ongoing, since access to safe pregnan- | and more complex treatment.
cy, childbirth and reproductive autonomy Addressing these invisible aspects of
is highly variable across the country. women’s health needs a shift from focus-
However, women’s health does not con- | ing narrowly on specific stages to adopting
clude when childbearing years pass. The | a life-course approach, which recognises
decades that follow, when autoimmune | theimpact of early exposures, lifestyle fac-
conditions emerge, perimenopause be- | torsand social determinants over time. In-
gins, cardiovascular risk and cancer inci- | dia has been laying the foundation for a
dence increase, receive far less structured | life-course approach by extending Health
attention. In policy, practice and and Wellness Centres beyond
perception, these years remain maternal services to include pre-
largely invisible. vention and management of
As India’s disease burden chronic diseases. Population-
shifts to the increasing preva- based screening for breast and
lence of Non-Communicable Dis- cervical cancers by the NHM is a
eases (NCDs), women in their step towards recognising the
30s and 40s are experiencing INTERNATIONAL health risks that emerge in mi-
higher rates of chronic diseases, WOMEN’S DAY dlife. Broadening the programto |
such as hypertension and thy- include conditions such as anae- Holy embers: The ritual of Holika Dahan in Chennai. It is usually performed a day before Holi, and involves lighting a bonfire around which people gather to perform prayers
roid disorders, with 106 per mia and autoimmune disorders | and offer grains. It symbolises the victory of good over evil. Itis also a seasonal marker, as it heralds the arrival of spring and the end of winter. RAGU. R
1,000 women reporting at least one NCD | along with greater awareness of the symp-
compared to 65 per 1,000 men. toms could significantly strengthen early
detection and care for women. However,
Health and social blindspots the promise of these programmes will de-
The invisibility of women’s midlife health | pend on the deployment of sufficient fron-
is embedded in the way medicine diagnos- | tline capacity and resources.
es and treats disease. For example, wo- As India strengthens its pharmaceutical
men experience heart attacks differently | and medical device innovation ecosystem,
from men, with symptoms such as fatigue, | there is an opportunity to address long-
nausea, anxiety or back pain rather than | standing gaps in women'’s health research .
the classic chest pressure or pain. When | and diagnostics. Move against BBC film on
the widely communicated default symp- For generations, women have been con- . . -
tom profile is male, women’s emergencies | ditioned to prioritise the health of their fa- ASlafl mmgmms
are likely to be misread or detected late. | milies before their own. True to this Wo-

& Rndu,

Front and could not do race relations any
good. “We will not leave it alone. The protest
will rumble on and grow”, he said, “after talks
he and a representative delegation had with
senior officials of the BBC.”

The delegation consisting of the President
of Indian Workers Association, Mr. A.S. Rai,
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Bats as preventive for
Malaria

Some midlife conditions that are more pre-
valent among women, such as autoim-
mune disorders, frequently present as ge-
neric symptoms like fatigue, cognitive fog,
and diffuse pain, and are therefore not of-
ten investigated clinically. Historically,
conditions that affect women differently
and disproportionately have received less
research attention and therapeutic innova-

tion. The speculum, used widely in gy- | sector experience
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men’s Day’s theme, ‘Give to Gain’, one
must encourage vigilance among the wo-
men in our lives to pay more attention to | racist and fascist”, the film on Asian
their bodies. Investing in women’s health
is more than an act of equity. It is an invest- | Corporation (BBC) television last Saturday and
ment from which families, workplaces,
and the economy stand to gain.

Sathya Sriram is a healthcare strategist
with over two decades of private and public | Southall, told a press conference last night that

London, March 6: A British Labour member of
Parliament has denounced as “abominable,

immigrants shown on British Broadcasting
demanded the sacking of BBC’s

Director-General, Sir Charles Curran.
Mr. Sydney Bidwell, who represents

the film was a concoction by the National

General Secretary, Mr. M.S. Padda and Mr.
Kadri, General Secretary of the standing
conference of Pakistani organisations said the
BBC tried to defend its programme by saying it
was in the interests of free speech.

After failing to persuade BBC not to repeat
the programme scheduled for this Saturday
the Indian Workers Association decided to
move the High Court for an injunction to bar
BBC from proceeding with its programme.

Dr. C.A.B Campbell, of Texas, has put forward
the proposition that the bat is the most effective
enemy of mosquito and claims that by artificial
means he can make conditions suitable for the
breeding of bats that they would be able to
reduce mosquitos so greatly as to make them a
negligible factor in the area in which the bats
operate. Mr. H.F. Carter, the Ceylon Government
Medical Entomologist was not at all sanguine as
to the efficacy of this method.
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NEWS IN NUMBERS
Nominal Gross State

Number of seafarers

THE

Motorists booked for

= HINDU

Number of new

Domestic Product of

and passengers stuck

drunk driving during

electric sub-stations

Income declared by
the ruling BJP in

Maharashtra

in ¥ lakh crore.

46 22 Maharashtra’s

o economy is the
country’s largest with a nominal GSDP
estimated at 346.22 lakh crore in 2024-25,
which is expected to grow to 51 lakh crore
as per the Economic Survey 2025-26 tabled
in the Assembly. Maharashtra accounts for
the highest share of about 14% in India’s
nominal GDP, it said. er

in the Gulf

35,000

erupted
on Saturday, the UN’s International
Maritime Organisation has recorded seven
incidents involving ships in the region that
have resulted in two deaths and another
seven people wounded. They said that
around 20,000 seafarers and 15,000 cruise
ship passengers are stuck in the Gulf. ar

Holi in Delhi

Delhi Traffic

l 200 Police booked

9 more than
1,200 motorists for drunk driving during a
special enforcement drive on Holi, with the
highest number of such violations reported
from the western range, an official said on
Thursday. According to data, a total of
3,725 were penalised for other traffic
violations. F1i

to be built by A.P.

Andhra Pradesh
200555

Ravi Kumar said the
State government is spending 6,000 crore
to build new electric sub-stations, The
Minister said the initiative includes 200
sub-stations in places experiencing excess
power load. 33/11 KV sub-stations are
being sanctioned across the State where
the demand is high, he added. el

FY2024-25

6.769.14:

BJP declared an income of 26,769.14 crore
in FY 2024-25, the highest among national
parties, while the Congress was a distant
second, declaring an income of around
3918.28 crore, said a report by the
Association for Democratic Reforms. e1i
COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATATEAM
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The legality of U.S.-Israel strikes on Iran

US, Israel launch strikes on Iran as a ‘pre-emptive’ response to an imminent threat, raising questions about the legality of the use of force under the UN Charter; missile

strike on a girls’ primary school raises concerns over violations of International Humanitarian Law, particularly the principles of distinction, proportionality, precaution

LETTER & SPIRIT

Kartikey Singh

sthe U.S. and Israel launched
coordinated strikes across Iran,
reports have surfaced that a
missile had hit a girls’ primary
school in the southern city of Minab,
killing around 150 people and injuring
nearly 100. Many of the victims are
believed to be schoolchildren. UNESCO
has condemned this as a grave violation of
International Humanitarian Law (IHL), or
the ‘laws of war’, which is designed to
limit the human suffering caused during
‘armed conflict’ by imposing restrictions
on the ‘means’ and ‘methods’ of warfare.
Attacks on civilian objects such as schools
and hospitals, and on civilians, especially
children, are prohibited under IHL.

Legal justification

On February 28, Israel and the U.S.
launched strikes on Iran, framing the
operation as a ‘pre-emptive’ response to
what they described as an imminent
threat. Importantly, the UN Charter was
created in 1945 following the devastation
of World War II to save future generations
from the “scourge of war” and maintain
international peace and security. Article
2(4) of the UN Charter prohibits all
member states from threatening or using
force against the ‘territorial integrity’ or
‘political independence’ of another state.
Under the Charter, only the UN Security
Council may authorise the ‘use of force’
against a member state in response to
breaches of international peace. The sole
exception is Article 51, which permits the
‘use of force’ in self-defence, but only in
response to an actual armed attack.

Under this legal framework, neither
Israel nor the U.S. can plausibly claim to
be exercising the right of self-defence
against Iran under Article 51, whether
individually or collectively. Notably, Iran
has not recently attacked either state, and
any earlier threat has long dissipated. In
the absence of an ongoing armed attack,
the ‘use of force’ cannot be justified as
self-defence. At most, the argument rests
on preventing a potential future Iranian
attack — nuclear or otherwise — under the
theory of “anticipatory” self-defence in
response to an imminent threat.

Yet many scholars argue that
international law does not recognise a
right to use force in self-defence against
an attack that has not yet occurred.
Nevertheless, even under the broadest
plausible theory of “anticipatory”
self-defence, the use of force against Iran
would be lawful only if three conditions
were met: first, that Iran’s leadership had
decided to attack the U.S. or Israel;
second, that it possessed the capability to
do so; and third, that the ‘use of force’
‘was necessary now because this was the
last window of opportunity to prevent
that future attack.

However, the “anticipatory”
self-defence argument appears even
weaker today. The U.S. strikes in June
2025 had already substantially degraded
Iran’s capacity to develop a nuclear
weapon. President Donald Trump had
claimed that Iran’s nuclear programme
had been “obliterated”. Since then, no
evidence has been presented to show that
Iran reconstituted its programme, formed
the intent to build a weapon, mounted it
on a ballistic missile, and prepared to use
it against the U.S. or Israel.

Furthermore, neither regime change
nor the protection of populations
(Iranians) from mass atrocities by the
Iranian government finds any basis in
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international law or the UN Charter as a
lawful justification for the ‘use of force’.

IHL violations
While morals and ethics in conflicts have
deep historical roots dating back to
ancient Greek, Roman, Indian, and
Chinese civilisations, they were codified
in their modern form, i.e., IHL, by the
Geneva Conventions of 1949,
complemented by other treaties and
customary law. IHL protects the
wounded, sick, prisoners of war, and
civilians while restricting brutal weapons
and methods of warfare.

Unlike the UN Charter, which

ad bellum), IHL governs how wars are
fought (jus in bello) and ensures humane
conduct regardless of the war’s initiation.
It regulates the conduct of hostilities
based on four core principles:
‘distinction’, ‘proportionality’, ‘military
necessity’, and ‘precaution’.

When the missile hit the girls’ school in
Iran, the ‘principle of distinction’, which
requires that ‘combatants’ and ‘military
targets’ be clearly separated from
‘civilians” and ‘civilian objects’ such as
schools, hospitals, places of worship, and
public transport, was blatantly
transgressed. Importantly, if there is any
doubt about whether a target is military
or civilian in nature, it must be presumed
to be civilian.

The Convention on the Rights of the
Child further reinforces this protection by
recognising children as rights-bearing
individuals and requiring States Parties,
under Article 38(4), to take all feasible
measures to ensure the protection and
care of children affected by armed
conflict. Similarly, the Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court defines the

addresses the legality of starting a war (jus

intentional targeting of civilians and
attacks on buildings dedicated to
education as war crimes. However, it
must also be noted that civilian objects,
including schools, may lose their
protected status if they are used for
military purposes and thereby become
military objectives. For instance, a school
functioning as a military base, artillery
site, or command post could fall within
this category. So far, however, there is no
evidence that the school in Minab, Iran,
was being used for military purposes or
that it was deliberately targeted.

Proportionality and necessity

The key question, therefore, is how the
strike should be assessed under IHL if the
school was not intentionally targeted but
was instead damaged as collateral harm
from an attack directed at a nearby
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
facility, as some reports suggest.

In this regard, IHL recognises that
civilian objects may be incidentally
affected during attacks on military
objectives. However, such incidental
harm to civilians or civilian objects is
lawful only if it satisfies the requirements
of ‘proportionality’, ‘precaution’, and
‘military necessity’.

In such circumstances — where a
civilian object like a school is located near
a military objective and is struck during
an attack — the legality of the operation
turns on whether the expected harm to
the school and the children present was
excessive in relation to the concrete and
direct military advantage anticipated from
striking the intended target.

Equally crucial is whether military
commanders took all feasible precautions
to minimise civilian harm, such as
verifying the target, assessing the

(e

Amid ruins: People and rescue workers search through debris following an Israeli strike on a school in Minab, Iran, on February 28. REUTERS

presence of nearby civilians or civilian
infrastructure, selecting weapons capable
of limiting collateral damage, and timing
the strike in a manner that reduces risks
to non-combatants.

Role of international law

In a world where states increasingly
resort to force against one another, critics
often point to frequent violations of
international law as evidence of its
irrelevance. Yet this conclusion
misunderstands how international law
functions. While breaches do occur,
sometimes brazenly, they remain
exceptions to an overwhelmingly
compliant pattern of behaviour.

The everyday conduct of diplomacy,
international commerce, civil aviation,
maritime navigation, environmental

gr arms control arr
and treaty obligations continues to
operate largely within the framework of
international law.

Its significance lies not in perfect
compliance but in its ability to demand
justification. Through its argumentative
and normative practices, international
law compels those who wield power to
account for their actions before a global
audience.

This system of accountability may be
imperfect, but it ensures that departures
from legal norms can be identified,
scrutinised, and condemned. The
challenge today is not the absence of law,
but the need for states to comply with it
rather than bend it to politics. For when
bombs fall on classrooms and
playgrounds, it is not only lives that are
lost; it is the quiet extinguishing of futures
that had barely begun to exist.

(Kartikey Singh is a lawyer based in New
Delhi)

THE GIST

v

Under the UN Charter, only the
UN Security Council may
authorise the use of force
against a member state, with
self-defence permitted only in
response to an actual armed
attack.

v

Civilian objects such as schools
and hospitals are protected
under International
Humanitarian Law, which
regulates the conduct of
hostilities during conflict.

v

International law compels
states to justify the use of force
and seeks to limit human
suffering by regulating the
means and methods of
warfare.
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Astill from Hagq. JUNGLE PICTURES/YOUTUBE

Hindi cinema and the changing meaning
of conjugal relationships

Contemporary Hindi cinema shows the crisis of conjugal relationships through stories of infidelity, violence, abuse and legal disputes, with films

such as Hagq revisiting debates on Muslim women'’s rights and triple talaq

Dev Pathak

ontemporary Hindi cinema has
made the crisis of conjugal
relationships dramatically
visible with props and plots on
legality. Conjugality is contested from the
perspectives of infidelity, violence, and
abuse within marital relationships. The
latest example is the elegantly curated
Suparn Varma film Hag (2025). The film is
premised on the famous Shah Bano case,
which began in 1978 and continued till
1985. The consequent debates on Muslim
women’s rights and the anomalies of
instant triple talaq remain relevant even
today.
Hagq sensitively renews interest in the
social and legal within

breakdown of conjugality on the grounds
of infidelity. Songs like “zindagi ke safar
mein” in the sardonic voice of Kishore
Kumar, or “mera kuch saman” in the deep
husky lilt of Asha Bhosle, continue to
haunt us melodiously even today.

In a historically long trajectory, Hindi
cinema has shown the vulnerability of
conjugal romance. Four decades ago,
when popular Hindi cinema was
dominated by remakes of films from
South India, there were series of social

hs an \

century. A lesser-known film, Biraj Bahu
(1954) by the maestro Bimal Roy, was
based on the famous novel by modern
classical litterateur Sarat Chandra
Chattopadhyay. The film underlined the
patriarchal moral judgment on the
infidelity of a wife that upsets conjugal
relations.

A Guru Dutt classic dealing with
conjugality was Mr. & Mrs.55. In spite of
its solid argument based on the
then-passed divorce Bill in India, the film

dramas on the

persuades us to believe in the

of married life. T. Ramarao delivered a
straightforward tale of infidelity and the

c rupture in cc ity in Ek
Hi Bool (1981).
Ci ic prototype of conjugality

which the female protagonist’s persistent
pursuit of justice unfolds. Nearly five
decades ago, B.R. Chopra’s musically
entertaining, high-decibel melodrama
Nikah (1982) had also dealt with the
problem of triple talaq. In both Hag and
Nikah, there is a significant resonance of
the female protagonists’ clamour for a
healthy conjugal relationship free from
betrayal and abuse and conducive to
gender equality.

Not just a film about Muslim women
and social-legal complexities, Hag joins a
range of popular Hindi films that aim to
make a statement on conjugality and the
crisis that besets it. An instant reminder is
Gulzar’s politically charged drama Aandhi
(1975), which portrays an estranged wife
and husband, essayed by Sanjeev Kumar
and Suchitra Sen, persistently longing for
an ordinary conjugal life. The Aandhi
song “tere bina zindagi se shikwa”
summarises the whole tale. No less
significant was J. Om Prakash’s musical hit
Aap Ki Kasam (1974), starring Rajesh
Khanna and Mumtaz, and Gulzar’s poetic
masterpiece, ljazat (1987). Both delivered
a melancholic recapitulation of the

A prototype of conjugality emerged in
Hindi cinema from its early years. In the
first quarter of the 20th century,
Dadasaheb Phalke’s classic Raja
Harishchandra (1913) retold the
well-known story from the Puranas. A
perfect eulogy for the conjugal
relationship, the story received umpteen
cinematic versions in regional languages.
The key theme of each version is the tryst
between a king committed to truth and
Taramati, the king’s devout wife.

In Kannada cinema, there have been
four versions of the same story since A.V.
Meiyappan’s 1943 production, which was
also dubbed into Tamil. Moreover, there
were cinematic recastings of the
Harishchandra Taramati tale in Marathi,
Gujarati, Punjabi, Bangla, and other
regional languages. Suffice it to say that
these innumerable cinematic returns to
the tale set a pan-Indian template of
conjugality with an archetypal halo.

Departing from this prototype, the
fissures and fractures in conjugality
resulting from marital disputes between
wife and husband became more central in
cinema in the second half of the 20th

love, care, and empathy associated with
post-marital conjugality. Most
importantly, it serves as an early
reminder of the negative consequences of
societal interference between a wife and a
husband.

On the other hand, Hrishikesh
Mukherji’s musical masterpiece Abhimaan
(1973) sharply critiques the toxic
masculinity of a husband against an
exceedingly successful wife. The
estranged couple suffers the
consequences and eventually surrenders
to the intimate power of conjugality,
which helps mend their broken
relationship.

Another Guru Dutt magnum opus,
Kaagaz Ke Phool (1959), underlined the
fraying of conjugality, resulting in the
husband’s quest for love and fulfilment
elsewhere. To top it all, there is Basu
Bhattacharya’s trilogy on married life,
namely Anubhav (1971), Avishkar (1974),
and Griha Pravesh (1979). Each film in the
trilogy provides a sensitive portrayal of
the complexities caused by both physical
and symbolic infidelity, where both
partners suffer with a deep longing to talk
to each other and find a resolution.

The sombre melancholia in the
cinematic texture of the trilogy continued
in Bhattacharya’s last film, Aastha (1997).
In between a tussle between infidelity and
conjugality, the film shows a housewife

driven by aspirations in a consumerist
society, committing infidelity. She
eventually finds resolution through an
enabling conjugal relationship with her
husband. However, Mahesh Manjarekar’s
Astitva (2000) presents a
counter-argument, depicting the violent
abandonment of an unfaithful wife and
the unequivocal collapse of conjugality.

The trend continued in the 2000s,
which witnessed a significant rise in the
dexterous treatment of the complexities
of conjugality in popular Hindi cinema. In
2007, Anurag Basu’s masterpiece Life in
a... Metro and Reema Kagti’s Honeymoon
Travels Pvt. Limited offered a sensitive
depiction of the hum and lull of conjugal
romance.

Good old days and today

Such an abundance of cinematic
engagement with conjugal relationships
must be discerned in the wake of a
weakening sense of conjugality in
contemporary society. There are
disturbing statistics of exceedingly rising
cases of saddening separation,
mushrooming misunderstanding, anguish
and estrangement of the partners, also
traditionally called wife and husband.
Sadly, this shows a weakening of the
family and adverse consequences on the
mental health of the married couple and
children.

In spite of our heightened critical
awareness of the intricacies and
anomalies of the institutions, we can
seldom deny the significance that
conjugality holds for us. In a volatile
world seduced by desire, Hindi cinema, in
its own ways, reminds us to navigate
manifold genuine challenges and ensure
that the beauty of conjugality does not
metamorphose into a monstrous banality.
(Dev Nath Pathak teaches at South Asian
University, New Delhi and is the author of
the book, In Defense of the Ordinary)
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Michelangelo was born on this day in 1475. A quiz on the Italian sculptor and painter
who was one of the greatest artists of the Italian Renaissance:

Radhika Santhanam

A common?
QUESTION 1 n

Xis a sculpture by Michelangelo, QUESTION 4

carved out of one solid block of
marble. It captures the moment
when Jesus was taken down from
the cross and given to Mary. It

with the Renaissance ideals of
classical beauty. Name X.

A
QUESTION 2
Michelangelo’s most famous

| Y
sculpture is arguably the statue of | QUESTION 5
On the Sistine Chapel altar
wall, Michelangelo depicted
himself as X. Identify X as A
one of the 12 Apostles of
Jesus according to the New
Testament.

David. Where was it originally
supposed to be located?

[N
QUESTION 3
What does a salad made of
mozzarella, tomatoes, basil, and
CcM
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olive oil and the birthplace
of Michelangelo have in

Michelangelo and X were
commissioned to paint
battle scenes in
competition with one
balances early forms of naturalism| another, but neither of
them finished their work.
They were bitter rivals and
criticised each other’s
works. Who is X?

Visual Question:

»

Who is this man, who Michelangelo chose to depict
fondling his beard, with flowing hair, and horns?

Galileo Galilei

‘community

Questions and Answers to the previous day’s daily quiz: 1. Name this
ancient Indian materialist school, which rejected the Vedas, denied the soul,
and held that only what can be perceived through the five senses is real.
Ans: Charvakas/ Lokayata

2. He was forced by the Roman Inquisition to publicly recant his support for
Copernican heliocentrism and spent his final years under house arrest. Ans:

3. A countryman of the persen in Q2, this person was also tried for heresy by
the Inquisition for holding views such as the universe being infinite and
having no centre or fixed boundary. Ans: Giordano Bruno

4. This Dutch philosopher was “expelled” from the Jewish community for
equating God with Nature and treating the Bible as a human and not divine
document, rather than the word of God. Name him. Ans: Baruch Spinoza
5. Not a heretic in the general sense of the term, but this scientist discovered
that stars are primarily made of hydrogen and helium, but was pressured by
Henry Norris Russell, an influential astronomer, to retract her finding, only to
be proved right later. Ans: Cecilia Payne-Gaposchkin

Visual: This physicist was persona non grata in his country, not for his
scientific beliefs, but for his religious affiliation, despite being a Nobel
Laureate. Name him and his community. Ans: Abdus Salam/ Ahmadiyya

Early Birds: K.N. Viswanathan | Sadhan Panda | M. Suresh Kumar
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Know your
English

S. Upendran

“Hi! Am I late?”

“You're right on time for a change.”

“Thank goodness! That reminds me,
the last time we met, you talked about
how the English language is prejudiced
against left handers”

“It’s pro right handers and anti left
handers.”

“In what way is English....”

“... are you willing to be my left hand
man?”

“You can be someone’s right hand
man. But left hand....”

“Do you know what ‘right hand man’
means?”

“Of course I do. If I am your right hand
man, I am the man you depend on for
almost everything.”

“If someone says you are his/her right
hand man, it’s considered a compliment.”

“I plan on becoming some politician’s
right hand man when I grow up.”

“You are likely to get involved in some
scam or another.”

“As long as I make money I am not
bothered. Whose right hand man do you
want to be?”

“I'want to be my own man.”

“Oh, you are one of those! Give me
more examples of how the word right.....

“....just look at the words associated
with the word ‘right’. We have, for
instance, the word ‘adroit’.”

“What?”

“A.d.r.o.it. The ‘a” in the first syllable is
pronounced like the ‘a’ in ‘china’ and
‘about’. The ‘oi’ is like the ‘oy’ in ‘boy’,
‘toy’, and ‘joy’”

“The stress is on the second syllable?”

“The word is pronounced aDROIT.”

“But what does the word mean?”

“It means skilful. Someone who is
adroit is skilful not only in the way he
does things, but also in the way he
thinks.”

“Can I say that my Principal is adroit at
flattering people?”

“Your Principal sounds just like my
boss. He too likes to flatter people.”

“Many people do. But tell me, what is
the connection between ‘adroit” and what
we were talking about?”

“The word ‘adroit’ comes from the
French ‘a droit” meaning ‘to the right’.”

“And as time passed, the word changed
it’s meaning.”

“That’s right. It began to acquire a
positive meaning.”

“Can you give me another example
which....”

“....how about the word dexterous?”

“Dex.... What?”

“De.x.te.r.ous. The ‘ex’ in the first
syllable.....”

“....is pronounced like the word ‘ex’?”

“Exactly! The second ‘e’ is not
pronounced at all.”

“Not pronounced at all?”

“That’s right! And that’s why the word
is sometimes spelt d.e.x.t.r.o.u.s. Without
the second ‘e’.”

“Isee.”

“The final ‘ous’ is like the ‘ous’ in
‘famous’, and ‘monstrous’. The stress is
on the first syllable.”

“But what does dexterous mean?”

“Someone who is dexterous is very
skilful or clever with his hands.”

“Skilful again?”

“If you want to become a painter, you
need to be a little more dexterous.”

“Does the word dexterous mean ‘right
handed’ too?”

“Yes. The Latin word ‘dexter’ means
‘right” or ‘right hand’”

Published in The Hindu on December 11,
1999

Word of the day

Irascible:
quickly aroused to anger

Synonyms: fiery, bad-tempered, irritable

Usage: His irascible nature made him
difficult to work with.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/irasciblepro
International Phonetic
Alphabet: /iresibal/
~
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Shock and Awe 2.0: Has
China beaten aretreat?

China’s Gulf diplomacy could end up under the Iran war’s rubble even as its economy defies

revival plans. Beijing has scaled back its GDP target. Its global power ambitions? Maybe not

his century’s big story was supposed
to be the rise of China amid a scram-
ble by the US to secure a second
‘American century, as the 20th was
branded. Of late, though, Beijing’s
ambition seems to have lost some of
the ballast imparted by President Xi Jinping’s
2013 ascent to China’s top. For all its ties with
Iran and outreach to West Asia, heralded by a
patch-upit brokered across the Gulfin 2023,
China’srole in the war that rages today is either
negligible or invisible. A pre-emptive air cam-
paign by the US and Israel to disarm Iran has not
Jjust trumped America’s ‘Shock and Awe’ of
2003 against Iraq in ferocity, it threatens to
leave Chinese diplomacy under the region’s
rubble as Tehran hits out at US-allied Gulf
states. Back home, Beijing seems at a loss over
how to revive its economy. On Thursday
notched down its GDP growth target to a range
of 4.5%-5%, its lowest goal since 1991. True, Xi
talks about ‘common prosperity’ as a priority.
Also, like any economy, China’s gets harder to
expand as it matures. Given how it derives its
heft from economic success and fought to fend
offtrade adversity, however, China’s air of res-
ignation over its slowdown seems odd. Its pace
of output growth, at an average of just above 5%
over the past three calendar years, has lagged
India’s average of 7.3% from fiscal 2023-24to
2025-26. The ‘fastest growing major economy’
race has been a no-contest since covid. Granted,
the People's Republic’s real rivalry is with the
US, not us. Yet, to project power some day
beyond its borders, or even across the Taiwan
Strait, it needs all the dynamism it can muster.
Asthe outline of China’s 15th five-year plan
(2026-2030) indicates, its key aim is to achieve
“productive forces” of “new quality,” code for AI

and deeptech, with an energy transition and
common prosperity as themes. Structurally,
“internal circulation” remains a major goal—the
hope that its economy can rely more on local
commerce than global trade as it emerges above
the $20 trillion level (about two-thirds Amer-
ica’s). While China's state-aided export thrust
remains the stuff of legend, domestic drivers
are proving hard to fire up. It has been unable to
counter theill effects of its long property slump,
letalone reverse deflationary pressures, even as
it faces trade turmoil and a potential war-led
energy crunch. Internally, softening prices
have been taking a toll. As of now, it has too
much capacity in too many sectors. Its con-
sumer price index was flat in 2025 and went
negative in January, like its producer index has
long been. Deflation does not just deprive busi-
nesses of pricing power, it nudges people to sit
on their cash and put off discretionary spending
for later. It also increases debt burdens in real
terms and hits credit offtake. As for policy, stim-
ulus efforts have only shown mild results so far.
Last year, China cheapened credit, widened its
fiscal deficit to 4%, doubled its ‘trade-in’ subsidy
forretail purchases and issued extra bonds. But
its GDP growth path refuses to look up, even as
trade partners accuse it of exporting deflation.
On the global stage, could China be going
back to Deng Xiaoping’s dictum of “Hide your
strength, bide your time"? Analysts who see it
playing along game suspect a tactical retreat on
Beijing's part while it watches its archrival
inflame West Asia, assesses America’s tech edge
and awaitsa chance to ‘re-unite’ Taiwan. Even if
this is so, China’s future role depends critically
on how its economy performs. As the plot of this
century’s geo-rivalry thickens, we in India must
keep events and strengths under close watch.
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India’s new GDP series improves
estimates but also has grey areas

We await back data to analyse trends in the context of changes in the relative size of broad sectors

is associate professor at Jawaharlal Nehru
University and visiting fellow at the Centre
de Sciences Humaines, New Delhi

ast week, India’s sf

released its first estimates of gross

domestic product (GDP)and other
associated national accounts data with
2022-23 as the base year foranew GDP
This is the second major eco-
indicatorafter the consumer
price index (CPI) to have seen a base
n. Both these indicators had been
using 2011-12 as base year, rendering
them more than a decade old. But simi-
lar to the CPl revision, the one in the
mnational account: Iso notjusta tech-
nical re-basing. It also makes several
methodologi
aswellasre

Besides using new data-sets, the two

national surveys by the National Statis-
tical Office (NSO) and admir
data from several ministries, the new
series also uses revised rates and ratios
forarriving at estimates of gross value
added (GVA). The use of outdated rates
and ratios had been a long-standing
criticism of national account estimates.
Hence, revising them to recent yearsis
likely toimprove the quality of the data.
Amongthe new datasets that the
revised series relieson are the Periodic
Labour Force Survey (PLFS) and the
Annual Survey of Unincorporated Sec-
tor Enterprises (ASUSE). Both of these
are now carried out annually, which not
onlyimproves estimates in the base year
butalso future estimations. Their use is
alsoimportant given the count

informal sector. The availability of these
surveys helps capture a better picture of
ity in the unorganized sector, com-
pared to the earlier series.

The second major improvement is
theadoption of double deflationasa
method toarrive at GVA estimates,
unlike in the earlier series. While the
absence of producer price indices for
many sectors, especially services,
restrictsits use, the revised series isable
toadopt this measurement method for
agriculture and manufacturing where
data permits. For other sectors, it uses a
volume extrapolation method.

These changes help improve our
GDPand GVA estimates, thanks to bet-
terand more frequent data. The shift
hasresulted in revisions in national
accounts aggregates for past years, with
datareleased for 2022-23, 2023-24 and
2024-25. One change that stands out is
adownward revision in the estimates;
nominal GDPin 2022-23 is lower by
about 3% than in the old series and by
3.8%in each of the two subsequent
years. This is unusual but not surprising
given the nature of changes. However,
evenaslightly smaller GDP posesa
problem for the government as it alters
fiscal deficits of the pastand compli-
cates the latest budget s arithmetic too.

Also, estimates for private final con-
sumption expenditure (PFCE) have

BEN
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Recent changes made by India’s
statistics ministry in GDP data
estimationshould give usa
better understanding of how
different sectors of the economy
have been performing.

Services form the bulk of our
GDPbut how the shares of
agriculture and manufacturing
haveshifted in recent decades
needsa thorough examination to
help sharpen policy formulation
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been lowered by almost 10%. This again
issharp and indicatesa sm.ﬂlLrslure of
PFCE in GDP than earlier believed.

Also, overall growth rates between
2022-23 and 2024-25 for which final
estimates are available have been
slashed. Compared to the earlier three-
yearaverage of 7.8%, growth hasbeen
revised down to 7.25%. Much of this is
duetoacutin 2023-24 growth to 7.2%
under the revised series from 9.2% ear-
lier. This decline comes despite the
manufacturing sector’s faster growth
under the new series.

However, the new series also raises
questions on the structure of India’s
economy and growth rate trends. One
noteworthy aspect is how sectoral
shares of GDP have changed. The share
of agriculture in GVA now stands at 20%
asagainst 18.1% in the earlier series. This
share was 18.5% in 2011-12 by the last
base revision and 19% in 2004-05 by the
revisionat the time. With an average
growthof more than 6% since 2004-05,
agriculture has seen an increase inits
share rather than a decline. Now take
manufacturing. Its share declined from
17.4% in 2011-12 based on the earlier
u) 14.7% under the new series in

ervices, of course, m:
the hull\ of GDP. A fuller analysis
some of these trends for a proper assess-
ment of the health of the economy as
wellas the relative performance of sec-
torswill have to wait for the back series
tobe made available later this year.

Whatisalso important is that revi-
sions in the CPland national accounts
st released are part ofa broader exer-
cise to overhaul the statistical database
of the Indian economy. Two of these, a
revised wholesale price index (WPI) and
indexof industrial production (IIP), are
likely to be made available later this year
witha new base year 0f2022-23.

The updated data from these will
likely improve GDP estimates further.
More importantly, these together will
allow for a better understanding of
the structure of the economy and the
drivers of change over time.
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Al agents will become
the pr
with computers in the future.
They will be able to
understand our needs and
preferences, and proactively
help us with tasks and
decision making.

imary way we interact

SATYA NADELLA

Agentic advertising: Why the ad agency needs to sit up

PARTHA SINHA

is asenior advisory
professional.

ast quarter, in the middle of a polite
marketing review, a chieffinancial offi-

cer (CFO) asked a question that landed
with unusual precision. It wasn't whether
the campaign was working or what the
return on investment was. [t wassomething
quicter. More structural. More dangerous:
“Why do we still need all of this
I've been in enough rooms to know this
isn'tastray provocation. Itarrivesafter the
quarterly numbers, in that pause before
someone suggests coffee. The chief market-
ing officer grows careful. The agency side
avoids eye contact. The CFO, once a courte-
ous participant in creative conversations,

brated creative director leaned back and
declared: “Al can do the dishes. I will con-
tinueto create.” The room laughed. It wasa
good line. It also aged rather fast. Technol-
ogy doesn't have to listen to dismi

What has emerged since aren't _]u<t
smarter content-making tools, but Agentic
Al systems that observe, decide, optimize
and iterate—continuously, oftenin nearreal
time—without waiting to be asked. Artificial
intelligence (AD is not an instrument; it is
now the operator. Theold comfort was that
the machine would always need a humanto
handitabrief. That comfort is evaporating.

What's breaking: For decades, the agency
mudel rested on scarcity: ;,(m(l Cledll\(‘

improvingloop, effecti beinga
)5t aign PowerPoint ion. It

atexits: So,is human

Wi i L
j ewill matter. Cul-

] dead? No

becomes a built-in fedlum of the system.
not “a better agency.” Thatisa new
definition of marketing.

The arithmetic nobody wants to do: Then
comes the arithmetic. Agentic
faster than agency workflow, cheaper than
retainerstructuresand inagrowing number
of tasks, not obviously worse than human-
Insome areas, they are better.
n't because machines have devel-
oped taste, but because they run on what the
industry long treated as
supporting evidence
mtlwr than primary fuel:

Jjud wasrareand ies packaged
it. A client brought a brief. The ap.em\
retreated. Weeks later,a i

granular
ddld intelligence. Human

wrapped in craft and presented with theatre.
Effectiveness was measured after the fac.

‘thavean
opinion. The industry calls it Al anxiety.
That’s flattering. Anxiety is what you feel
before an exam you might still pass. What is
under anarchitectural reckoning, We
arearrivingat it about 18 months late.

The line that aged badly: Not long ago, I
wa aking on Generative Al to aroom full
of senior leaders. Midway through, a cele-

Inefficiency was 1bec:
put was presumed to be human magic.
Agenticsystemsdon'tjustimproveastep.
They reject that sequence. They watch
hehaviour, test variants and learn what lands
forwhichaudience atwhichmomentinthe

_;nume\ When cr (alne gene: ration, medu

audience

and per-
formance feedbacksit inside the same self-

apattern
once. Agentic systems
find thousands at once
and act on them before
an insights deck can be
formatted.

The CFO is not con-
ducting a philosophical
inquiry into the soul of
creativity. She is doing
arithmetic, whichisget-
ting hard to argue with.

EnE
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Theadvertisingindustry has
spent two years debating
whether artificial intelligence
canbecreative. Meanwhile, the
audience engagement business
hasundergone a structural shift..

Agentic Alis not just a tool but
aleap for marketing. Agencies will
have togive up creativity myths
while doubling down on context,
cultural reading and other things
that machines still struggle with.

tural intelligence will matter more as con-

tent becomes cheap and what becomes
scarce is the discernment to know what

ative, media, audience and com-
mercial intelligence all connected and all
accountable.

Re-imagine the agency: The future agency
will nm s\m ive by bolting Al tools onto an

should existatall. The ability
what a brand should mean in a particular
society, at a particular moment, remains
stubbornly human. But the comfortable
middle is under pressure: work produced
slowly; elegant decks that rarely meet the
market; reverence for process over outcome:
the old drawbridge line—'You wouldn't
understand, it'sa creative
thing.’

These are losing pro-
tective cover because no
serious brand owner is
happy withtheideathata
‘brand’ is a mystical ele-
ment that dependson the
occasional brainwave of
one maverick marketer
or an inspired agency
flourish delivered with an
obnoxious production
budget. The new expec-
tation is deconstruction:
marketing broken into

measurable, improving

model. That is cos-
meticsurgery on astructural problem. The
agency hds to I)ﬂumt- wmell\m« more
an intellj o sys-
tem that orchestrates mu]uple learning
loopsat once. Less asupplier of campaigns
and more a platform that magnifies and
coordinates distributed intelligence. The
conductor, not soloist. Moreimportantly, a
plszonn not performer.,
Thisisnotasmallerrole. Itisa harder one.
Itrequires agencies to relinquish some com-
fortable myths about creativity while dou-
bling down on what machinesstill struggle
toreplicate: taste, context, cultural reading,
narrative coherence, ethical calibration. But
it begins with a simple act of honesty. Stop
defendingamodel bec it hasheen there.
Start designing one because the writingon
the wallis now in legible font.
Theagencies thatrespond with structural
clarity will orchestrate an intelligence layer
for their clients. The rest will continue to
produce occasionally beautiful work for a
steadily shrinking audience.
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for states over the

next five years: Is it adequate?

Ouverall statutory flows to states shrink as a slice of the divis

\h-.‘.,’ RA)J
|saneconom|st.

ARAMAN

he day after the Union Budget on 1 Feb-

ruary, US tariffs on Indian exports fell

from 50% to 25%, and furthertoa

promise of 18% through a trade deal.

Later, the US Supreme Court verdict

against ‘reciprocal” tariffs resulted ina
uniform levy of 10% on all countries, including
India, possibly rising to 15%. Wherever it settles,
there me reprieve for labour-intensive export
sectors, But that prospect is now overshadowed by
the fear of what renewed hostilities in West Asia
willdo to trade flows and the price of oil.

Theadvance estimate of GDP released amonth
after the Union hudget is 3345.5 trillion for the cur-
rent fiscal year. At the budget projection of 10%
nominal GDP growth next year from the new base,
the estimated GDP for 2026-27 drops from 339!
trillion to X380 trillion. Does the nominal growth
rateitselfneed to be upped from 10% because of
the real impact of trade deals with the EU and US?

The trade deals are a long way from being final-
ized. Their impact on India’s GDP growth rate will
be visible only in 2027-28. That is also the yearin
which the new pay scales of the 8th Pay Commis-
sion will become operative, witharrears due for 15
months. The resulting rise in fiscal expenditure in
2027-28 may possibly get offset by higher growth
in GDP and tax revenues that year. But for
2026-27, it is best to leave the nominal growth rate
at the budgeted 10% because of new uncertainties
around trade and oil prices.

The Union budget announced acceptance of all
recommendations of the 16th Finance Commis-
sion (FC) for the years 2026-31. But because the FC
report was downloadable only after the budget
speech, no FC-related grievances were aired while
the budget speech was on. This was the first speech
inrecent years which ran with no interruptions
from House members.

The 16th FCadopts the same 41% tax share for
states (of gross central tax revenue excluding
cesses and surcharges) prescribed by the 15th FC,
which initially went with the 42% taxshare of the
14th FC. It was reduced to41% when Jammu and
Rashmir (J&K) state was given Union territory
tus (and so fiscally folded into the Union). The 16th
FC could have opted to revert conditionally to 42%
when the Supreme Court’s order restoring state-
hood to J&K isimplemented, but chose not to.

Finance Commissions also recommend absolute
grants to states. [faccepted by the government, the
sum of the tax share and grants constitutes the
aggregate statutory commitment to states for five
cribes only two grants (both
E Chad five, of which three
were accepted and two rejected.

Both FCs have the same tax share of 41%, but
the 16th FC's overall statutory provision with two
grants added onworks out to 44.7% of shareable

Union tax revenues (as projected), lower than the
49.3 % of the 15th FC with only its three accepted
grantsincluded. This comparison in terms

of percentages is perfectly valid, although of
course actual tax share receipts are a function of
realized tax receipts which often differ from FC
projections.

The tworejected 15th FC grants were among
those dropped by the 16th FC. Inaddition, the
16th FC has abolished the reve-
nue deficit grant for states
whose current expenditures
exceed the sum of projected
revenues including tax share
receipts. Itsabolition, however,
need not be mourned because it
was problematic, for several
reasons not possible to deline-
ate here.

Inview of the 16th FC’s
smaller number of grants,
it could have been more gener-
ous with the two prescribed:
for local bodies and dis
assistance.

Local governments (i.e.
municipalities and pancha
are responsible for the maintenance of water
supph sewerage and rainwater drail age. The
try of health, in response to a Parli y

mmm
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Given the fewer grants made
by the 16th Finance Commission,
itcould have been more
generous with the twoithas
prescribed: for local bodies
and disaster assistance.

Thankfully, states also get non-
statutory capital grants from the
Centre. Its special assistance
ister scheme for capital investment
funds public projects that the
country cannot do without.

ible pool but the Centre’s capital grants scheme could compensate

Groundwaterand pollution monitoring (at
e government level) is handicapped by
unfilled vacancies, for lack of resourcesto
meet salaries.
The local grant is37.9 trillion for the five years
2026-31. But18.3% of the total is subject to per-
formance conditionalities like having to increase
local tax revenue, and at the state level, raising fis-

deflected to performers (para
10.101 of the report), which will
worsen the inequality of disease
incidence both within and
between states.

Fortunatel
non-statutory capital grants
from the Centre. The hugely
popular Scheme for Special
Assistance to States for Capital
Investment (SASCI) provides
funding from which sewage and
waste treatment plants can be
built or repaired, mechanical
cleaners installed and leaking
pipes replaced. The choice of
capital projectsis left to states,
although in recent years an increasing proportion
is hedged by other reform conditionalities.

SASClisbud 1at X185 trillion for 2026-27,

question, quoted a study showing a staggering

rise after 2021 in killer water-borne diseases like
cholera, typhoid, leptospirosis and various types
of hepatitis.

asagainst the statutory local grant for the year of
.01 trillion. What matters critically is whether

Cl fundmg, is used by states toredress the dis-
astrous rise in incidence of water-borne diseases.
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Congressional war authority
should assert itself in America

Even symbolic intervention in presidential wars has some value

NOAH FELD}
is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist.

hen you bomb a country and

takeoutitsleader, that'sanact of

war. Under the American Con-
stitution, US Congress must declare war or
otherwise authorize the use of force before
the president may take such action. It
doesn’t matter whether it's Iran, where the
joint US-Israeli attacks that killed Supreme
Leader Ali Khamenei have already ledto
enezuela, where the Trump
administration grabbed President Nicolas
Maduro in January; or Libya, where the
Obama administration participated in a
2011 bombing campaign that led to the
removal of Muammar Gaddafi. And it
doesn’t matter whether the ruleris morally
repugnant oraconfirmed lifelong enemy
ofthe US. It'sstilla ‘war' for purposes of the
American Constitution, not to mention
international law.

Backwhen the Constitution was written,
Congress had not only the legal authority
butalso the power to ensure that the presi-
dent didn'tinitiate a warwithout its autho-
rization. There was no standing army, so
Congress had to raise and fund one. Con-
gressalso controlled the power of the purse
andno fighting could go on for long with-
outaspecific appropriation of funds.

In the modern world, as it emerged in
the wake of World Warll, presidents have
access to the world’s most lethal arsenal
and considerable military forces. A US
president who choosesto startaws h-
out Congress's an often get away
withit.

The tool that Congress created to con-
strain the president’s war- nukmgaulhnr

How US presidents declare war isn’t what
its Constitution envisaged. ISTOCKPHOTO

aresolutionaltogether. In 1999, President
Bill Clinton continued bombing Kosovo for
two weeks after the 60-day period had
expired without securing congressional
authorization.

Egregiously, President Barack Obama’s
administration took the legal position that
bombing Libya did not count as hostilities
for purposes of the War Powers Resolution
because the mission was “limited,” the
s came from the airand so “exposure
vas| limited.” Thus, “therisk
limited, too. Thiswasthe
State Department’s view under Hillary
Clinton. It contradicted views of the Office
of Legal Counsel at the US Department of
Justice and those of the Department of
Defense. Obama's adoption of this legal
theory opened the door for any president
to engage in actsofwar conducted from the
airand claim that the resolution does not
apply—in otherwords, unilateral presiden-
tial war-making became de facto legal
under the Obama position.

Trump's Iranattack shows w
a historic mistake. Regardles

it'scertainly a war. Regardless of
whether it was a good idea, the Constitu-
tion requires Congress to be involved.

The problem s perhaps clearer now, at
]Ezl&l to Democrats, bec

is the War Powers I of 19

passed because Richard Nixon illegally
bombcd Cambodiaand Laos, considerably
expanding the scope of the Vietnam War
withoutauthority from Congress. The res-
olution requires the president to notify
Congress within 48 hours of engaging in
hostilities and then gives him 60 days to
continue military operations. If Congress
fails to authorize the use of force within
thattime, orif Congress, during that time,
enactsaresolution blocking the action, the
hostilities become formally unlawful.

any other US presi in
history to make Congress ir1 rclv\':ml and
govern without regard to law. But the
problem was already in place before
Trump. The legality of a presidentially
ordered attack cannot depend on whether
the Iranian regime collapses, as Gaddafi's
did, or manages to persist and fight an
extended war against the US, as Iran’s
might. Nor can it rest on the supposed
invulnerability of US forces, who are cer-
tainly in harm’sw ay now.

House Democra ied]
such a resolution over the Tran war that
began on Saturday. [It failed to get the Sen-
ate’sapproval and was headed fora House
vote on Thursday.] Even if it had passed,
President Donald Trump probably would
not have signed it. The days when Con-
gress could pass the War Powers Resolu-
tionover Nixon'sveto seem like arelicofa
remote past—because theyare. And presi-
dents canalso get away withignoring such

War must be understood to mean war.
Hostilities must be understood to mean
hostilities. To be clear, even if the effort
turns out to be largely symbolic, a War
Powers Resolution [being initiated hassent
al]. It'sall that remains of the US
Congress’s power to declare war. That
power was fundamental to the framers’
conception ofa constitutional republic. Its
losschanges the balance of power in the US
within its constitutional order—and not for
thebetter. (©BLOOMBERG

Instead of looking for a fine balance, redefine success

SRINATH SRIDHARAN &
NISHCHAL JOSHIPURA

are, respectively, a
corporate advisor, and
author of ‘Family and
Dhanda', X: @ssmumbai;
and lead, private equity
and M&A, at Nishith Desai
Associates.

orthe first time in history. four genera-

tionsare running on empty at the same:

time. Not because they lack discipline
orbecause nobody hasa planner anymore,
but because modern life has become rela-
tively unliveable inavery specific way. And
yettheadvice we keep handingout is almost
laughably small: manage your time better,
find your balance, figure it out.

But thisis nota time-management problem.
Itisanidentity problem. A structural collision
between work, family, ambition, duty and the
shrinking space left for the self. “I feel guilty
evenwhenlrest," saidayoungprofessional in
his early twenties, almost casually, “Like I'm
cheating." Nothing terrible had happened. No
big failure. Just the creeping anxiety that slow-
ing down equals falling behind.

That is what the twenties have become
formany people. It isan age-span in which
you are expected to build a career, shape
your personality, forge a future and some-

how stay calm through it all. Consider the
odds. ‘Hustle culture’ has turned availability
into virtue and social media has turned
comparison into background noise. You are
told you have flexibility, but the real rule is
toalways be reachable.

Then comethethirties, the decadewhere
lifestops pretendingit is manageable. Work
accelerates just as everything else arrives:
marriage, children, mortgages, ageing p:
ents, long-term financial pressure, the
exhausting expectation that you should be
thriving, fit, present and grateful. Burnout
begins to seem normal.

A friend once described his evenings in
his mid-thirties as “a relay race of guilt.”
Guilty leaving office calls unfinished. Guilty
missing bedtime stories. Guilty being physi-
cally at home but mentally elsewhere. The
calendar fills, the mind splinters and the
fecling of never fully showing upanywhere
becomes strangely routine. The thirties
now seem like a story of permanent over-
load dressed up as adulthood maturity.

In India, this overload hasa familiar tex-
ture. The late-night WhatsApp fromasen-
ior. The expectation thatyou will joinawork
call even from awedding, hospital corridor
or family dinner. The casual praise forbeing

“alwayson," asif exhaustion is proof of com-
mitment. Entire careers are buill on this
over-availability and entire personal lives
shrinkaround it.

By the forties, many people reach the out-
ward markers of success: seniority, credibil-
ity, financial comfort, alife that looks stable.
And yet this is often when an inner com-

There is deep expertise at work, but alsoa
growingawarenessof energy, relevanceand
runway. People are expected to be anchors

Cul "
ment. Definitions of success that remain
externally 'slble while I)umoul is privately

of stability while adapting to rel
change. The central question is no longer,
‘How much can 1 do?’ but ‘How long can I
keep doing this. and at what cost?"
Acrossthese decades, one pattern holds.

pression begins. Work bri
sibility and visibility, with less m,ugm for
error. At home, children need emotional
presence, partners need attention, parents
begin to need care.
Health starts sending
subtle warnings that the
body has kept scare.
The real crisis of the
forties is the disappear-
ance of reflection. Life
becomes so saturated
with obligation that you
stopasking whetherthe
balance you have struck

mEEn
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The four-decade span of acareer
cangetever more taxing as one
goesalong. Burnoutlooms. The
real exhaustion we face, though,

isthe quiet loss of the personal
self between work and family.

The pers If becomes a casualty. We
talk about work-life balance as ifit isa neat
equation between professional and family
life. Butthe deepertension s often between
the professional selfand
the family self, with the

borne. 4 cri expecta-
tionswe pldu- onourselves. A real balance
does not come from efficiency. but from
renegotiating priorities honestly, overand
over, at every stage of life.

Professionally, leaders help who model
boundaries rather than merely preaching
them, organizations that reward clarity
instead of chaos, and cultures that normal-
ize limits and do not glorify burnout. Per-
sonally, it helps to pick peace over perpetual

personal self vanishi

1 letgoof; | compari-

Between the tugsof duty
ononesideand ambition
on the other, people
ration not just theirtime,
but theiridentity.

In trying to be every-
thing for everyone, they
risk becoming partly

s who you are. Forsuccess, grantitspaceto  absent everywhere.
Inthefifties, the ques- exist. Notonly inservice of What unitesall of usis
tion shifts again. This others butalso foritself. An misaligned expectations.
age-decadeislessabout  endless game of splittingoneself ~ Organizations  that
performance and more forawork-life balance could reward over-availability
about sustainability. resultinwakingup feelingempty. rather fectiveness.

sonsand reset what ‘enough’ means before
health orrelationships force that lesson.

Ameaningfullife doesn't call fora perfect

balance. It involves trade-offs that are revis-

ited often and adjusted camesl roplc
ly struggl

less if they attain clarity.

Perhapsitistime to redefine successasa
life where the personal self is allowed to
exist, not only in service of others but also
foritself. Becauseif you keep splitting your-
self to meet every demand. one day you
lmghl just wake up fully accomplished. and

ly gone.
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Reforms vindicated

Uptick in GST collections, a welcome trend shift

herevival in GST revenue growth in

February (8.1 and 7.9 per cent, in gross and

net terms, respectively) indicates that
consumption demand is responding well to the tax
cuts in September. The upturn comes after four
indifferent months; growth in net GST collections
'was flat in October, and negative in November and
December, and mildly positive in January (2.8 per
cent). Last month’s collection seems like a
trend-breaker, where the lower rates have been
offset by demand. The Budget has pencilledina 2.6
per cent drop in collections in FY27.

GST collections could better
expectations, unless prolonged global
headwinds act as a serious drag on the
economy. Significantly, gross domestic
GST revenue recorded 5.3 per cent growth
in February, the rest of the growth coming
from imports. Growth in auto sales
including two-wheelers, three-wheelers,
commercial and passenger vehicles were at
arecord high of 25.6 per cent in February.
Otherhigh frequency indicators — such as
improvement in bank credit growth,
higher e-way bills generation and PMI
Manufacturing hitting a four-month high
in February — too point towards good
domestic demand.

Notwithstanding this positive all-India
performance, there are inter-State
variations. States with a large services
segment have shown a stronger uptick in
February. For instance, Karnataka
recorded 11 per cent growth in SGST
revenue, probably led by consumption by
services sector employees. Similarly,
Telangana has also reported 12 per cent
growth in SGST collection. But States such
as Tamil Nadu, Rajasthan and Madhya
Pradesh continue to witness contraction in
SGST revenue. While these variations are
yet to be fully understood — it could be
due to seasonal factors, statistical
anomalies, or consumption patterns
specific to a State — they could well
change over time.

The Centre should now focus on other
aspects, such as improving compliance and
the technical infrastructure. GST has
ushered in enterprise formalisation; the
GST taxpayer base has increased from 60
lakhin 2017 to 1.5 crore in April 2025.
Small businesses are jumping on to the
GST bandwagon. Formalisation has picked
up, but the informal economy is still
estimated at about 45 per cent of GVA.
GST must be reformed as a process that
encourages on-boarding, through
simplified registrations, tax return filings,
input tax credit claims, fewer anomalies in
the interpretation of provisions and an
efficient refunds process. GST tribunals
should play a facilitating role here. The tax
authorities should not veer towards
excesses in the pursuit of targets, more so
where micro-enterprises are involved. A
case in point is the booking of tea vendors
in Karnataka last year on the basis of their
UPI transactions. The pursuit of reforms,
such as tax cuts, should be accompanied by
ease of compliance for all businesses.

POCKET

RAVIKANTH

Informal sector growth holds up

DATA POINTS. The new national accounts series shows that the informal sector has grown robustly in recent times

R GOPALAN
MC SINGHI

he Ministry of Statistics and

Programme

Implementation (MoSPI)

released the new series of

National Accounts with
2022-23 as its base on February 27, 2026.
The new series has been introduced to
address the concerns of quality of data
and of a dated base.

‘The MoSP1 informs that the new
series improves compilation of private
corporate institutional sector data by
segregating activities in multi-activity
enterprises. It also improves coverage of
the unincorporated sector using annual
survey data. It uses double deflation in
the agriculture and manufacturing
sectors and single extrapolation in the
remaining sectors.

Irincorporates updated rates and
ratios from recent studies, extensively
uses GST/new administrative data
sources and synchronises production
and expenditure side estimates better by
integrating with Supply and Use Table
(SUT) framework.

The new series uses 2022-23 as the
base. It neutralises the impact of
demonetisation, all India GST rollout
and the pandemic, each of which
overshadowed the growth, more
particularly of the informal and MSME
sectors. The GDP estimates based on the
new series are, however, reasonably
aligned to the old series.

Overall GDPin 2022-23 (the base
year) at¥23,761,232 crore is 96.4 per
cent of the old series GDP at current
prices. The ratio of new series to old
series for other macro parameters is as
follows: private final consumption
expenditure, 90.3 per cent; gross value
added, 96.4 per cent; and gross fixed
capital formation, 96.4 per cent. Overall
GDP growth at current prices for the
new series during 2023-24,2024-25 and
2025-26 are estimated at 11 per cent, 9.7
per centand 8.6 per cent, respectively.

NO SURPRISES

The new GDCF/GDP ratio for 2023-24,
2024-25 and 2025-26 is estimated at 31.9
per cent, 31.6 per centand 31.7 per cent,
respectively. The new GDP series hardly
surprises. With the incorporation of new
data, one expected an increase in the
value of the macro aggregates. However,
they happen to be lower than the old
estimates.

the Table. First, the informal sector has
not witnessed any deterioration relative
to other sectors (corporate and
government). In fact, the informal
sector has grown better than other
sectors in gross value added, with
growth in 2023-24 and 2024-25 being
12.9 per centand 9.7 per cent
respectively compared to economy wide
growth of 10.7 per cent and 9.6 per cent.
The share of the informal sector in GVA
innew series is higher than in the old
series.

Second, capital formation in the
informal sector is poor. The
investment/GVA ratio of the informal
sector has been quite sticky at 33-34 per
cent compared to nearly 38 per cent for
the non-informal sector. This situation
is the same in both the old and new
series. Steady lower capital intensity
could be areason. However, the gap is
not wide enough to suggest credit
distortions or their crowding out.

Third, the share of the informal sector
in total savings has declined rather
sharply in the new series; an upsurge is
seen only in 2022-23. One reason is that
the sector is witnessing stress due to
reducing profitability.

'WHAT THE NEW SERIES REVEALS

Overall economy New Series 2022-23 base 0Id Series 2011-12 base The new series invalidates completely
202223 200324 200425 202223 202324 the general apprehension of near

Gross Value Added 23763761 26,316,103 28854467 24,646,698 27,412,888 collapse of informal sector post

Gross Savings 2917 9517450 1L113324 844,048 9,259,186 demonefisation, ST rollantandrhe

Gross Capital Formation 8,626,876 9624575 10,447,028 8695888 9,624,195 Pamculmydfen o‘:f_‘:;ﬂi;fn‘;;'e

Informal sector segment, has been equally robust,

Gross Value Added 10694985 12,078453 13,250,480 10911414 11,848,489 though productivity growth and

Gross Savings 5205437 5963550 6900602 5010475 5461259 marketing tie-ups with established

Gross Capital Formation 3,674,635 4,094,766 4,425,126 3,614,851 3,844,515 players is required.

Share of it 1 in overall macro (per cent) Secondly, notwithstanding this

Gross Value Added 5.0 59 59 3 032 invalidation, more disclosure is needed

Gross Savings 72 627 2.1 608 5.0 about the growth of the informal sector,
= - aswhat the new series indicates is in

Gross Capital Formation 426 425 424 416 39.9

The availability of new data sets, new
ratesand ratios and quality
enhancement were important for the
informal sector. Data on corporate and
government sectors are reasonably
correct. With the availability of
unincorporated enterprises data, the
non-agricultural informal sector dataon
manufacturing, trade, transport and

The new series invalidates
completely the general
apprehension of near
collapse of informal sector
post demonetisation, GST
rollout and the pandemic

services are available on a regular basis.
Agriculture data, based on crop
cutting survey, are reasonably better. It
is generally believed that the informal
sector, which contributes nearly 40 per
cent of GVA, was relatively adversely
affected because of structural changes in
the economy such as demonetisation
and GST and the pandemic, resulting in
an overestimation of GDP on the basis of
the formal sector data. It is, therefore,
important to look at the informal
sector’s contribution to macro
parameters in view of the latest data
sets. The Table summarises key
parameters of the informal sector in the
old and new series of national accounts.
Three observations can be made from

contradiction to the growth seen in the
quarterly surveys of unincorporated
enterprises.

Third, with the investment/GDP ratio
nearly stagnating for both the formal
and informal sectors, measures for
accelerating the ratio beyond their
current levels are required.
Underutilised capacity may provide
some cushion; but with reducing
product cycle due to innovation,
destruction of excess capacity could
oceur.

The Union Budget does talk about
support to innovation and legacy
industries including MSMEs, but it still
has not fully assessed the threats.

Gopalan s former Secretary, Economic Affairs, and
Singhi s former Senior Economic Adviser, Ministry of
Finance. Views expressed are personal

When platform design poses a regulatory risk

Regulators are now taking serious note of manipulative designs in websites and apps intended to shape consumer choice

—
Shwetasree Majumder

fyou have ever rushed to complete

an online purchase because a timer

warned you “Only 2 minutes left!”,
onlyto see the same timer reset the next
day, you have encountered what
regulators calla “dark pattern”.

Dark patterns are design tricks built
into websites and apps that nudge, or
sometimes push, consumers into
decisions they may not otherwise make.
They include hidden charges thatappear
onlyat checkout, pre-ticked
subscription boxes, confusing

specific interface designs as unfair trade
practices, collapsing the distance
between design choice and legal
exposure.

The Central Consumer Protection
Authority has also issued advisories
calling on platforms to conduct internal
self-audits and, in some cases, to submit
compliance declarations. The regulatory
focus seems to be on whether platforms
have reviewed their user flows,
identified risks, and taken corrective
action.

This signals a shift from reactive
enforcement to proactive supervision.
With 2026 widely expected to see

DARK PATTERN. Nudging consumers

of information. The regulatoryrisk,
therefore, is not siloed. A single

I or that
createartificial urgency. Individually,
these may seem like minor irritants. At
scale, regulators believe they distort
consumer choice.

Over the past year, India has begun
treating these practices not as clever
marketing, but as potential violations of
consumer law.

Alandmark study of 11,000 shopping
websites identified 1,818 instances of
dark patterns and documented
third-party vendors offering such tools
atscale.

INDIA’S REGULATORY SHIFT
India’s Guidelines for Prevention and
Regulation of Dark Patterns, notified by
the Central Consumer Protection
Authority in 2023 under the Consumer
Protection Act, expressly categorise

stronger havea
narrow window to prepare.

‘What makes dark patterns scrutiny
particularly consequential is that it does
not sit neatly within consumer law
alone. Design choices that limit real
choice or hide key information can also
raise issues under data protection,
advertising and even competition law.
Consent obtained through manipulative
design may fail the standard of being
free and informed under India’s data
protection framework and

i ion cansil
raise issues under advertising standards.

At the margins, where platforms
exploit behavioural biases at scale,
design choices mayalso attract
competition law scrutiny as exploitative
conduct, particularly in markets
characterised by lock-in and asymmetry

p user journey can trigger
parallel exposure across consumer
protection, data protection, advertising
regulation, and, in time, competition
law.

For marketplaces and intermediaries,
the challenge is sharper. Many elements
of the consumer experience are layered:
sellers set prices, logistics partners
update delivery timelines, marketing
tools generate prompts. The final
interface is often the result of multiple
systems interacting.

Yet from a regulator’s perspective, the
origin of a misleading nudge matters less
than its effect. Ifa platform enables a
checkout process that obscures costs or
makes exit difficult, liability may follow,
evenifno single team intended to
mislead. At digital scale, small design
choices can affect millions of users

simultaneously. That amplifies both
impact and risk.

Traditionally, compliance in digital
businesses centred on terms of service,
privacy policies and filings. Dark pattern
scrutiny changes that. The focus is
shifting to product design itself.

This does not mean lawyers must sit
in every design meeting, But it does
mean companies need internal
mechanisms to review high-risk flows —
cancellation processes, default settings,
subscription prompts, consent requests
— before they go live.

Forward-looking businesses are

bedding legal and compliance checks
earlier in product development, rather
than treating them as post-launch
corrections. Where regulators are
openly encouraging self-audits, the
absence of internal review may itself
invite questions.

The scrutiny of dark patterns reflects
abroader rethinki how
protection applies in the digital
economy.

For India’s fast-growing digital
platforms, the question is no longer
whether interface design will attract
regulatory attention. It is whether
governance systems are ready for it. In
the race to optimise conversion rates,
businesses may have to pay equal
attention to something less glamorous
but far more enduring: trust.

Thewriter is Managing Partner, Fidus Law Chambers

"It's hopeless! I expected to see some news
of peace at least on fake-media outlets!”

© LETTERS TO EDITOR send your letters by email to bleditor@thehindu.co.n or by post to ‘Letters to the Editor’, The Hindu Business Line, Kasturi Buildings, 859-860, Anna Salai, Chennai 600002.

Step up vigil

This refers to ‘Lessons from
Haryana’ (March 5). The recent
banking scam in handling
government accounts exposed the
weakness in monitoringand
controllingthe system of funds
transfer. While there are several
loopholes on the State government
side too, much blame was
unfortunately on the bank side.
Though RBI said there was no
systemic fault, it has to take very
serious actions on the bank as wellas
on theerring officials. The incident
also highlights the need for a

thorough screeningand background
check of persons during the hiring
process. Such incidents put the
banksin poor light and erode the
confidenceand trustamong the
public.

RBI has to make it mandatory to have
sixeye checks for such transactions
involving bulk transfer of funds. It
also has to ensure that necessary
alert messages reach the concerned
depositor or the official account
holder on all financial and
non-financial activities.

RV Baskaran

Pune

Critical strategy

Itis with reference tothe news
article ‘Strategy to secure critical
minerals’ (March 5).

As over 90 per cent of critical
minerals like lithium and cobalt are
currently imported, india must
formulate a new strategy to mitigate
these vulnerabilities.

Recognising the urgency of securing
critical minerals, it can engage with
resource-rich nations like Australia
and Chile,

India has to reassess its minerals
security strategy and enhance
diplomatic outreach and bolster

domestic capabilities. [t must
prioritize geological mapping, enable
private participation and uphold the
environmental safeguards totap its
untapped critical mineral resources
and reduce import dependency.

P Victor Selvaraj

Palayamkotai (TN)

Speed caution

This refers to ‘Speed is not always a
virtue in finance’ (March 5). The
Deputy Governor’s observations
make much sense for today’s
bankers. With “speed” increasingly
becoming the ‘taraka mantra’in

banking operations, there is always
the risk of some dilution in credit
appraisal. Such compromises can
quickly impair the quality of the
credit portfolio and lead to huge
provisions.

While leveraging technology for
efficiency and outreach, banks would
dowell to keep the core principles of
corporate governance uppermost in
their minds, particularly in their
lending practices. In banking, speed
should never supersede sound
judgement.

RMohan
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Healthcare’s exit multiples

Why curbs on PE investment in healthcare are vital

—
M Muneer

discovered a new vital sign —
EBITDA.

Over the past decade, private
equity (PE) has entered India’s
healthcare sector. Hospitals,
diagnostics chains, fertility
clinics, dialysis centres, oncology
networks... nothing with a human
bodyattached has been left

I ndia’s hospitals have

ncialised.

The pitch is — PE will
“profcssionalise" healthcare,
brmg ‘process efficiency”,
improve “asset utilisation”, and
scale access. What gets quletly
de-emphasised is ‘care’in
healthcare. The healthcare sector
has attracted over $30 billion in
private equity and venture capital
since 2015, with deal sizes
accelerating sharply post-Covid.
Large hospital chains now
routinely operate under PE
ownership or influence, with
expected internal rates of return
(IRR) ranging from 18-25 per
cent.

The problem is not efficiency
perse. The problem is what gets
optimised when efficiency is
defined by exit multiples.

Average length of stay is no
longer a clinical judgement... itisa
spreadsheet variable. Diagnostic
tests are no longer ordered to rule
out disease but to rule in revenue.
ICU beds are not scarce medical
resources; they are “high-yield
assets”. Surgeons are not healers;

HEALTHCARE. Money matters

GeTTYIMAGES

THE IRONY OF “ACCESS”

The most ironic claim of
PE-backed healthcare is improved
access. Yes, hospital chains have
expanded into Tier-2 cities. But
access to what? Certainly not
affordable care.

A comparison of treatment
costs shows that procedures in
large corporate hospitals cost as
much as four times more thanin
government or charitable
hospitals, with no commensurate
difference in outcomes for
routine interventions.

What has expanded is access to
premium pricing, not universal
care.

Meanwhile, public hospitals —
still handling over 60 per cent of
India’s inpatient load — remain
underfunded, d,and

PRATIM RANJAN BOSE

he Middle-East crisis can, in

fact, be aboon to

India-Bangladesh relations.

After the exit of the

Muhammad Yunus-led
interim administration, anti-India
rhetoric has stopped. The newly elected
‘Tarique Rahman government of the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) is
giving every conceivable signal that it
wants to restore ties.

‘The emerging economic crisis can
only pave the ground for better ties. The
combined setbacks — of the post-Covid
supply chain disruption; aggressive
monetary tightening by the US, pushing
the dollar index toa record high; and the
decline in global trade coupled with
global inflation following the Ukraine
crisis — have stalled Bangladesh’s
decade-long growth story under the
Sheikh Hasina government.

The economy was showing early signs
of stabilisation when Hasina was ousted
from power. As of June 2024, inflation
was 9.5 per cent, foreign exchange
reserves improved and exports were on
arecovery path. Remittances, however,
suffered.

Bangladesh slipped into a debt-trap
during the interim rule. Hasina
borrowed to finance infrastructure
projects. Yunus cut development
expenditure by over 12 per centyet
public debtisup by 13-14 per cent.
Added to this is the widening revenue
gap Dhaka is clearly meeting current
through borrowings.

invisible to capital markets.

This is notan argument against
private participation. Itis an
argument against unchecked

ey are 2
patients, inconveniently mortal,
are the only stakeholders who
cannot negotiate terms.

"PE-backed healthcare has not
‘made care cheaper. It has made
billing more sophisticated.

If PEis the accelerant,
insurance is the oxygen. India’s

ion of amoral,
essential service.

India should seriously consider
restricting or condmomng PE
investment in healthcare delivery,
particularly in hospirtals and
critical care. Options include:

Caps on ownership or returns
in essennal healthcare services;

private health i market
has grown at over 20 per cent
CAGR, crossing 1 trillionin
gross premiums, This has created
aperverse nexus: hospitals
over-treat, insurers underpay, and
patients are squeezed in between.
PE-backed management loves
this ecosystem. Insurance
guarantees cash flow. Denials can
be externalised to the insurer.
Doctors are incentivised to
maximise billable interventions.
PE prides itself on processes. In
healthcare, this translates into
clinical pathways designed not
merely for outcomes, but for
throughput. Doctors increasingly
report pressure to meet revenue
targets. Senior clinicians are
replaced with younger, cheaper
doctors. Time spent per patient
shrinks. Empathy does not
feature in quarterly reviews.

y reinvestment
requirements tied to patient
outcomes; separation of
ownership and clinical
governance; transparent pricing
and outcome disclosure norms;
stricter regulation of
insurer-hospital contracts.

Healthcare is not just another
sector waiting to be “unlocked”. It
isasocial contract.

‘When capital enters without
conscience, care exits without
ceremony. Private equity hasits
place... in technology, logistics,
and even diagnostics to an extent.
Butwhen the sick become
revenue streams and suffering
becomes a margin opportunity,
the state must intervene.

The writer is a Fortune-500 advisor, start-up
investor and co-founder of the non-profit
Medici Institute for Innovation.

thehindubusinessline.
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Bond market turns jittery

The domestic bond market appears to bejittery post Union Budget, with the
Finance Minister having indicated that the Government might borrow an-additional
Rs 15,000 crore. This unscheduled auction in the last month of this fiscal is expected
toput further pressure on the supply of funds that is already tight, said dealers.

Participatory notes here to stay

Par(lclpa(l)ry Notes (PNs), the much-debated capital market instrument, are here

oncemns y the Re

e Bank of India. However,

ECONOMIC DISTRESS

As animport-dependent economy, all
economicactivities in Bangladesh
necessarily lead to imports. As of March
2026, private investments are atan
11-year low. Bank credit to the private
sector isata record low. Suppressed
activities kept the forex position
artificially stable but created a supply
deficit of goods. Inflation is ruling high
at 8.5 per cent. It crept up throughout
the winter months.

To cut along story short, the Yunus
administration’s moves to suppress
political dissent, coupled with
indiscriminate arrests and destruction
of Awami League-affiliated businesses,
hit the economyhard.

GDP growth was down from 4.22 per
cent in 2023-24 to less than 3.5 per cent
in 2024-25. Jobs were lostand poverty
rose.

Bangladesh is now operating atalow
equilibrium and may collapse at the
slightest external shock. Prime Minister
Tarique Rahman has an unenviable task
of bringing both social and economic
order. To complicate matters, he has
promised the moon to voters.

Yunus survived much of the criticism

China

‘hina set its most modest
‘ growth targetinmore than
three decades, ina tacit
acknowledgment that the model
powering the country’s rapid rise for
four decades is showing strains.

The goal — a range of 4.5-5 per cent
—was ina copy of the government’s
annual workreport seen by Bloomberg
News. It marks the first formal
downgrade since 2023 and the least

to check their misuse, the Securities and Exchange Board of India would soon have

ack iaries of |

atany pom[ require such information.

the capital market regulator
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It’s time to step up
India, Bangladesh ties

IMPACT OF WAR. For Bangladesh, better ties with India will help it
weather the economic effects of the current Middle East crisis

byblaming Hasina but Tarique will not
have that advantage. The interim
administration signed a one-sided deal
with the US three days prior to the
election. Tarique’s foreign minister —
who was a key negotiator for Yunus —
claimed that the pact was reached in
consensus with the BNP.

Meanwhile, the patience of voters is
running low after three-and-a-half years
of economic struggle. The Islamists,
who ruled the roost in the Yunus
administration, are waiting to capitalise
on grievances and capture power.

The situation is already tough, and the
Iran crisis has made it worse. If the war
continues for a few more weeks, it will
have a devastating impact on the

Removing all barriers

to trade and connectivity
is an immediate
requirement to combat
inflation in Bangladesh.
The new Tarique Rahman
government must scrap
all import curbs from
India’s North-East

economy. Nothing short of a full-scale
restoration of India-Bangladesh ties can
help Tarique survive the imminent
disaster.

REMOVE BARRIERS
Removing all barriers to trade and
connectivity is an immediate
requirement to combat inflation.
Bangladesh suffers from high logistics
costs. Corruption in the National Board
of Revenue (NBR) led the Hasina
administration to impose import
restrictions through India’s
North-Eastern gates. Tarique must
remove them.

Afullyready rail- d terminal

impact trade in the Bay of Bengal. Before
the Yunus administration came to
power, Delhi was working to offer
Bangladeshi exporters an opportunity to
ship products through the Nhava Sheva
port in Mumbai. Kolkata-Dhaka rail
cargo movement can open up that
opportunity.

Until that happens, India can reopen
air-cargo transshipment through Delhi.
The war has sent air fares through the
roof, which were already higher from
Bangladesh.

Disruptions in the Middle-East has
increased shipping time and cost. The
India-Bangladesh diesel pipeline helps

ladesh cut delivery time and reduce

at Sabroom in Tripura, bordering the
Chittagong Hill Tracts, has been waiting
for inauguration since August 2024.
Opening the route can reduce the price
of staples — like eggs and wheat —in
northern Bangladesh.

The Padma Bridge was supposed to
pave the way for direct rail-based
container movement between Kolkata
and Dhaka. It can bring down transport
costs substantially and make the
turnaround faster. Work must be
initiated on a war footing for trade
facilitation. The US ine attack off

the need for high capital blockage in
inventories.

The pipeline, which now ends at
Parbatipur in north Bangladesh, must be
extended to Dhaka.

Desperate times need extraordinary
measures. BNP thrived in the past on
anti-India rhetoric and blamed Dethi for
not supporting it. The time has come for
the party to rewrite the rules.

That’s a win-win for Delhi. For India, a
thriving and prosperous Bangladesh will
beless of a security concern.

the Sri Lankan coast may severely

Thewriterisanindependent journalist

sets lowest growth target since 1991

debt-fuelled propertyand
infrastructure investment. A lower
target also reduces the pressure on
officials to deployaggressive stimulus
despiteavolatile global trade
environment.

Premier Li Qiang is expected to
officially announce the target Thursday
morning in Beijing, The report to the
national parliamentwill also detail
objectives for employment and
inflation that will dictate the scale of
2026 fiscal support. The legislative

ambitious expansion goal since 1991. session begins as external
While widely anticipated by uncertainties threaten China’s
ists, it carries symbolic weight export-led recovery. Widening Middle
inacountry where growth figures East conﬂxcts risk disrupting trade
function as political asummit

much as economic forecasts. No target
was setin 2020 because of the

between Chinese leader Xi Jinpingand
US President Donald Trump just weeks

CHINA. Growth worries

reliance highlightsadeepening
as efforts to boost

spending have so far failed to offset the
impact of a property market collapse.

A conservative growth target would
reduce the prospects of forceful
stimulus. The government is reluctant
toroll out sweeping easing as it did in
previous downturns, for fear of

government deems necessary for the
next decade to double per capita GDP
between 2020 and 2035. Xi sees
achieving the milestone as a critical
stepto turn Chinaintoa “powerful
modern socialist country” by
mid-century.

‘That long-term vision depends on
Chinese factories’ ability to sell more
and more goods to the world. However,
that strategyis threatened by rising
trade barriers prompted by China’s
record trade surpluses. The
International Monetary Fund is among
those that this imbalance s
unsustainable without a major pivot
toward consumption. However, the
government has struggled to shift
resources to households while
prioritising industrial self-reliance for

Brand-building bug bi id: pandemic. away. worseninga record debt-to-GDP ratio the sake of national security. A patchy
Ifadvertisingisall about. selling dreams little wonder that mid sized real estate The shift signals Beijing’s comfort Surging exports accounted fora and squeezing profit margins at state social safety net and increasing
developers are ropingin well-k Il dream with a slower pace while seeking more third of China’s 5 per cent growth last banks. Still, that remains above the 4.17  working hours are also preventing
homes. Consider this: Taneja Developers and Infrastructure has appointed sustainable growth drivers toreplace year, the highest share since 1997. This ~ per cent average annual gain the individuals from spending more.
Rediffusion DY&R to manage its advertising account and Omaxe is handled by Lowe
India.
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EASY NOTSOEASY

ACROSS DOWN ACROSS DOWN

01. Seemliness of conduct (7)
05. Somewhere around (5)
08. Gigantic beast (7)

09. Body representing
workers (5)

anything (7)
03. Decay (3)

10, Bring to one’s favour (9)
12. (Of horses) move to the
right, move on (3)

13. Black bird (5)

17. Fairylike being (3)

19. Without exception (9)

21. Industrial machinery (5)
22. One rejected by society (7)
24. Behind schedule (5)

25, Had a longing for (7)

06. Due (5)

18. Natural aptitude

23.Two (Scot) (3)

01. Affectedly modest (6)
02. Dog-like; not seeing good in

04, Telegraphic code (5)
05. Ample sufficiency (9)

07. Easily chewed (6)
11. Ornamental inlaid wood-work (9)
14. Haughtiness, contempt (7)

15. Spouted china vessel (6)

16. With channels, grooves cut in (6)

20. Tusk material (5)

backing (3)

13. Barnaby’s companion rapped at Poe’s door (5)
17. Fairylike child almost ran away backwards (3)
19. Sort of joint found all over the world (9)

21. Firmly place one’s foot on a growing thing (5)
22. One rejected is no longer fashionable with the

® players (7)

24 Sailor will dry right out if behindhand (5)
25. Broken reed any might have longed for (7)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2630

ACROSS 1. Brown 4. Bucolic 8. Inept 9. Grown-up 10. Due 11. Component 12. Note 13. Opal 18. Battalion 20. Eve 21. Opening 22. Edict 23, Kitchen 24. Tower
DOWN 1. Building-block 2. Overeat 3. Notice 4. Bigamy 5. Croton 6. Lance 7. Capital letter 14. Preview 15. Parish 16. Virgin 17. Invest 19. Theft

01. Proper conduct of 4 turns curious (7)

05. 1t s roughly here and there (5)

08. Abnormally large storm Northeast is suffering (7)
09. Students’ club shows Jack the flag (5)

10. Tip one for MC : modern English arrangement ()
12. Horse will move to the right of East, for example,

Islands (7)

01. Perhaps rude about half of them being so modest (6)
02. Seeing no good in New York, California and Channel

03. The rubbish one wrote about it (3)
04, Sam devised a code for the Carpenter’s companion (5)
05. A whist call that’s in plentiful supply (9)

06. Having wig on that’s somehow not yet paid for (5)

07. Boat's smaller craft one will offer for acceptance (6)
11. Attempt to follow car brand with decorative work in wood (9)
14, Look with contempt on how it did a sin (7)

15. Poet at variance with Dormouse’s situation (6)

16. With grooves it sounded mellifluous (6)

18. Faculty for nosing out first fox’s hiding-place (5)

20, Off-white and gold Aralia is around (5)
23.Two Scots in an American airline (3)
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Hold On, Bumpy Ride
"To Continue for Now

Energy price surge to test markets

Investor reaction to the Iran conflict has been gaining
momentum, with oil prices rising as the Persian Gulf
blockade drags on. The market reaction has been muted
to Donald Trump’s announcement of insurance for oil
tankers against strikes in the Hormuz Strait. Crude oil
is now trading above $80 a barrel, and the dollar is also
firming up. Equity markets have recovered from the ini-
tial shock of the war; but volatility will persist until dou-
bts over energy supplies are conclusively dispelled. The
durationof theconflictisthe key unknown that markets
aregrappling with.

Alternative energy supplies from Russia are making
their way back into the market, which is expected to re-
duce global prices. The US and its allies cannot enforce
restrictionson Russian energy exports, with Opec produ-
cersfacing attacks on their energy infrastructure. Sou-
th Korea has deployed market-stabi-
lising funds to curb volatility. China
§ has told its refiners to halt petrol and

i diesel exports. The energy market is
W adapting to the possibility of drawn-
out hostilities in West Asia. Investor
anxiety could subsideas more adjust-
ments are announced in the global
energy trade. These arealso expected torelieve stressin
the shipping industry.

Effects of a persistent surge in energy prices will test
the resilience of the global economy, which is caught up
in tariff disruptions. Energy insecurity also feeds into
investor concerns over a possible Al bubble. Bond yields
are firming up in anticipation of central banks turning
hawkish over inflation. Central banks are likely to look
through atemporary spike in fuel prices but willbe keen-
ly monitoring inflationary expectations. Separate sec-
toral assessments need to be made about the impact on
tourism, aviationand energy infrastructure. Marketsare
unpacking all these headlines, apart from those dealing
with likely off-ramps for the conflict. It is going to be a
bumpy ride in the markets fora while longer.

That Sinking Feeling
About Trump Regime

The sinking of Iranian navy frigate IRIS Dena in Indian Oce-
an’slittoral spacedefiesnotjust thelogicof whatthe US consi-
ders to be strategy, but the logic of war— calling it whatever
notwithstanding—itself. The vessel was returning fromjoint
naval exercises off India's east coast, and was torpedoed by a
US submarine. The geographic location of the hostileact isa
matter of concern for India, and that this may have led to GoI
finally condoling Ali Khamenei’s assassination is more than
understandable.

The Trump regime is sounding increasingly garbled, its nar-
ratives contradictory yarns depending on who's saying it —
Donald Trump, Marco Rubio, Pete Hegseth.... The sinkingof a
non-combative Iranian asset falls in this
category of confusion. What was intended
by the act? It certainly couldn’t have been
o neutralise a vessel off the coast of Sri
Lanka, as far from the theatre of war as
can be. Instead, it has brought about seri-
ous questions to be asked about US accou-
ntability and objectives. Beingleft toman-

age thefallout of Trump’sactions is nota good enough reason.
India has been ily put in an
tion. Fending off questions about India’s authority in its nei-

Trade breakthroughs make Indiaa compelling long-term bet for investors facing global uncertainties

Reaching Destination 8%

Krishnamurthy V
Subramanian

~ f foreign investors want to grow
their investments 8x in dollar
terms over thenext twodecades,
they should invest in India now.
~ Even as war in West Asia roils
global markets, India’s trade agree-
ments with both the US and the EU is
the critical signal that long-horizon in-
vestorscan ignoreonly at their peril.
Post-Covid, India hasentered a pha-
se of economic expansion that's hoth
powerful and durable. By advancing
structural reforms, Indi
tain8% real growthforthenext
two decades. This estimate
rests on structural realities
that set Indiaapart. \
Startwiththesheerroomto
grow,. India’s per-capita GDP is
roughly $3,000 today. Even

ta bear
after two decades of 8% THAL]NUMms out Indsas pmducuvny

growth, it would r

‘below $30,000, a level at which labour
productivity has historically continu-
ed to climb. Then consider untapped
labour and capital. India’sfemale labo-
ur-force participation has nearly doub-
led in 6 yrs, rising from 23% in 2018 to
42% in 2024, and significant scope re-
mains.

Nearly half the economy is still in-
formal. So, formalisation alone can
drive productivity gains for decades.
Credit penetration, at about 60% of

GDP, lags far be-

hind the global
a»erageo[ rough-
ly 180%.

. Over two decadestill
2016, infiation exceeded
7%onaverage, pushingthe
rupee to depreciate by 3.5-4%
annually, dllmlngdollarreturns
of

Given that India’s leapfrogging in the
digital economy, the potential for so-
und credit growth to fuel productivity

issubstantial.
Unlike advanced economies
that must push the productivi-
ty frontier to grow, much of
India’s growth comes from
catch-up, wjih some critical
the

A

percentage points less than
the historical rate.

Note that these are averages
measured over a decade, not
movements over a few volatile
months. In practice, the avera-
ge results from extended pe- %
riods of rupee stability, punctu- #
amd by brief episodes of sharp

fie on!ler Cmss»co\muy pro-

growth has averaged abo-
ut 25% since 2014 nearly double the
1.3% recorded from 2002t02013.

For foreign investors, this moment
is exceptional because 8% real growth
can deliver about 11% growth innomi-
nal dollars. In the past, India’s rapid
growth carried a penalty. Over two de-
cades ending in 2016, inflation excee-
ded 7°% on average, pushing the rupee
todepreciate by 3.54° v there-

as has happened
inthelastfew months.
Looking ahead, given the
supply-side push following
Covid, 1 expect inflation to
anchorat4%. The3percenta-

Theeconomlc
arithmetic for
11%dollar return
issimple: 8% real

al growth in nominal US dollars. Ad-
ding the 3 percentage-point reduction
in inflation, you get 115% annual
growtheven using historical data.

At 11% annual return, investments
double every 6-and-a-half years. Over
two decades, that means three doub-
lings. So, an investor who allocates $1
mn today could grow it to $8 million by
2047. No other large economy offers fo-
reign investors such large multiplica-
tion in their investments.

Downside risks are primarily do-
‘mestic: speed of structural reforms ke-
eping pace with economic ambition.
Policymakers must undertake neces-
sary reforms to deliver average growth
of 8% in the next two decades. Be-
cause 8% growth would increase
our real per-capita income L5x by
, 2047thanif growth wereonly 6%.
'Y Despite increased global un-
certainty, citing the global em

THE SPEAKING TREE

Sacred
Whispers

ULLHAS PAGEY

Inthe velvet hush of night, when
the body rests, dreams descend
asluminous messengers from
the Divine, weaving an invisible
thread that connects the human
soul to the greater tapestry of real-
ity revealing hidden truths, and
reminding thatall existence is
onesacred dream of the Infinite.
Sigmund Freud, the pioneering
explorer of the inner cosmos, fir-
stunlocked thismystery in his
groundbreaking work, “The Inter-
tation of Dreams’. Hedeclar-

' sub8% gm\VLh can't smnd

ed dtearqs. theroyalroad tothe

up toscrutiny. ,isa holy pathway
of India’s GDP comes imm ‘wherethe sonl smaksmsymbo}s
domestic What:

over 30% from domestic in-
& Vestment, over 10% from
domestic  government
spending, and only 1.5-2%

dream is but a veiled garment
concealing the latent essence:
our deepest, most sacred long-
ings for fulfilment.

from foreign i
Thus, nearlyallof I.ndla 's
GDP stems from domes-

dation, Carl Jungrevealed aneven
vasterrealm wherearchetypal
forces and universal symbols flow
likeriversof divine wisdom. Here,
dreams transcend the soul and
touch the Eternal, birthingsyn-

ge-pointdecrease ininflation  8rOWh. plus4%  tic factors with trade, as
(compared to 7% historical) Inflation,minus  measured by exports mi-
would lead to a similar3per- 1% depreciation.  nus imports, accounting
centage-pointdecreaseinav-  So,aninvestor  forasmall proportion.

erage rupee depreciation, whoallocates T] i ictin
settling it near 1% annually ~ $1mn today West Asia may tempora-
on average. This estimate is  could growitto rily elevate crude oil pri-
conservative: it doesn t fac-  $8mnby 2047 ces, but won't have long-

tor in the of hig-

by diluting dollar returns.

That regime has changed. Follo-
wing implementation of the inflation-
targeting framework in 2016, inflation
has averaged 5%, despite pandemic-
era disruptions and war-driven com-
modity  shocks.
With inflation ro-
ughly 2 percenta-
ge points lower
rupee deprecia-
tion has corre-

i len

her US inflation driven by the US’con-

run impact. A material
risk stems from the impact of Al on

inner visionand outer reality
Ancient traditionsecho thistru-
th: in Hinduism, dreams dissolve
the veil of Maya; in Tibetan dre-
amyog, lucid awareness becomes

siderably weaker fiscal position and software jobs, because these high-pay- apat.h toenlightenment; in Abra-

growing threats to its central bank's ing jobs matter signi for do- iths, they carry prophe-

I e esti e mestic: tic voices from the Divine.

not account for faster real apprecia- India’s sﬁgcaland monetary pohcles Recent research reveals that dre-

tion of the rupee from India's acmlsr have entrenched macr amscarry infor i

rating: bility it mmhpoten dinary senses, telepathicechoes,

integration in the traded sectom uf tial. Now, with landmark trade a andeven

theeconomy. to the world’s two largest markets, the shape our closeness to God. Thus,
The economic arithmetic for 11% question that foreign investors must every night offers an invitation.

dollar return is simple: 8% real askisnot whether India will grow, but Keepadream journal assacred

gmmh plus 4“0 mﬂanon minus 1%

Following i

theinflation-targeting
framework, inflation has
averaged 5%

to about 2.5% an-
nually over the
last decade, 152

ion s consis-
tent with hlsloncal experience. Over
multiple 25-year periods in the past, In-
diahasdelivered morethan85% annu-

whether they will position themselves
tobenefitfromit.

scripture. Listen with anopen
heart. For mhonourmg dreams,

The writer is former chief
economicadviser; Gol

Hitting Where It Hurts Most: Wealth

ic US radar edKushner'si firm, makes ]jvingandfewermbsm‘eaheadad.\c
a]ly hitting Western assets, Amazon even'Tr . Anoil price spike
data centres among them. Iran, faced  bystander i m the Gulf’s prosperity. Any would make even; neutml mum.nes
withado-or-die moment, has turned slackm thesei ordisrup-  liked: ies like
i h i dby i ility, could stran- I.ncua lmswﬂlmgmm.mabhndeye

make:

the world takenote:

war: Oil inflation will

gleeas;

truth
that wakingand dream life are
onecontinuous divine revelation.

ghbourhood is not what ‘strategic autonomy’ is to
deliver. The US is increasingly guilty of playing the bull in the
global china shop. It is one thing to have an America First’ set
of policies, quite another to make it America First, Second,
Third..."atthecostof other countries, including friendly ones
like India. Tk isis started last
mp regime underscores a stark reality: global stability now
hinges onactions driven more by sketchy, regressive unilater-
alambition than diplomacy. This cannot continue.

arfare. P g
. 2 ‘The Gulf model of prosperityisbuilt afloat. It 's the worst kmd of margin dem their growth prospectsand inc-
Anjana Menon onasinglena resource the world on American business. rease citizen anger.
badly needs: black gold. Disproportion-  Iran, starved of moneyandresources ~ Thenthereare the MNCsof GCC.
ate wealth amassed from selling oil by the Western world, hasalreadysig-  While they may tune outdrone warn-
Lessthana week intotheIsrael-USwar  built world-class infra, attracted tal- nalleditsintent sulf's d ner
againstIran, the playbook isalready  ent, and transfor torrid lucrati treambyjam-  afew weeks, their patience will wear
fraying. By targetingthe GCCregion, ~ bar intoafor i itof Hormuz It'sabusy thinif noendgame isinsight. Uncer-
Tran has taken the US'global capitalist  financial hub. Leftover i - taintyisbad for business. Disruption Readingunderlamplightis one
footprint hostage, upseting tradition- ~ then found theirway back othels, ingoiland gas,and importingeveryth. isevenwarse, e e
al w-u‘fa_[ ecalibrations. keeping USstock ingthey 00th Of course, the US and Israel may alter that feels both timeless and in-
planned years, Arab i 12 Al ughthe Hor lightsonfor ~this traj 'y withamilitary pound- timate. The glow, steady: :md
Gu.l.f statesmorphedﬁmn oil fields ind acti itfor capital travel-  ener orld zAlready,  inglr: severely R
intoglitteringcitiesof steelandglass  lingtheglobe. Maersk i tothere- i SHll, hithat from
that make Londonand New Yorklook ~ This par i dbilateral ~ gionand QatarEnerg; Iranmay decide its only theworld'schaos -
dated. For the world's comfort-seekers, mdeu[ $80bn in2023alone. 70% of For-  LNG contracts citingforce majeure. chanee of survivalis war andthe
A the tax-free ieshave theirregion-  Iranknowsonly too well thatan oil Gulf i
table posl- hubsof West Asia, giving‘expats’(read:  alheadquartersin Arabstates,with  shock would dent already fragile West tem]. anditselif i vous, Ul dare ol s
immigrants) thelife they want. There’s ~ Dubaileading the way The tax- er ies, whererisingc i tobroker reensor fickle brightness of
afetyease  super-rich peace won't come from diplomats, but daylight, light from an over-
of living, anda upted ingh the region their home. from Wall Street, influential boardro- heador tablelamphasa gentle-
onlybya ile, GCC wealth omsand Silicon Valley billionaires. ness that inviteslingering. It
ture. Geogmphjml.ly atthe cemreof funds, diversifying from oil. nches, Abusil turned-president
theworle havei 'S com- ‘may notunderstand the language of flection, and makes every
es,it’s nem_\_v aperfectplace. Dangeris  panies witha war chest: theslzeol' In- war, or evengeopolitics. But one can tencefeel likea word whlsper
by the Tru- not inthe Gulf’s vocabulary Safehav- ~ dia's GDP. Blackstone, Nvidia, Cisco... ‘hardly argue that Trump isn't fluent eddirectlytoyou.
enis. That s, until last week. all have something tolose if the Gulf inthe language of money. Thereisritual toit: click of
‘Today, that carefully cultivated posi- o SauatPutlieiny: switch, poolof illumination sp-
tioningisat risk. Iranian drones are estment Fund's §55 bn takeover of Elec Theuwrite i Yoainolikea
crashingi por tronic Art Ji Dubai's falling star rating and stakeholder intelligence

mlﬂ‘.lhensmfﬂxeyvmdexil-

edintodarkness. It isimmer-
’ sion. Thelamplight becomes.
P ‘acompanion, steady and pati-
ent, holding open the space wh-
THINK ABOUT IT ruae y UL, ere nergy nsecure | ===
In that glow; books transform.
Two marsupials —poor things — dieseland ATFasitexpor fulof theheavy concen- acorestrategic A""‘E‘S"f:*{;gg;f‘;%
haVE been rediscovered by humans Butif disruption in the Gulf —which  trationof supply in West Asia means mol.mnzs, Clu'na i i to iption
supplies half of India’scrude,90% of  disruption near Hor 04andLl nm d The lamplig-
LPG,and most LNG— persists, ration-  buyers. Without buffers, countriesare  barrelsal day tucr i ht aquiet
1 f D mgcauld spread. Replacingthesevol:  forced into the spot marketjustasfrei- context, India’s total daily consump- actof devotion. Toread und-
e p Or u be difficult when theworld  ght, insuranceand ben kprices tionis5mnbarrels. erlamplight istosurrender
alter ur China’s total crudestocks areesti: mmiss,mﬁ.udjoyinsuﬂn&
Sanjeev Choudhary n;os_t pare pr i also Thisis where India’ matedat11-1.3bnbarrels, the sheer Tux-
Om X | I [ l Ctlon I sitsinthe Gulf. pears thinner Strategic petroleumres- - {o110:140days of importcover. Incua s uryof beingalonewithabook.
= Nocountry can fully shield itself from ~ erve: precisely forsuch Mar3
Last June, whenthe USand ashocklike i Hormuz. emergencies. Yet, they remain modest petmleum ministry official, muld co
Itiswith great reluctance that we share the news of there- edh"an Iaskedasenior refinery execu~ Energy: secuntv doesnot mean. self- and partly filled. Capacity has been ver25daysof consumption. Another
i ered poss: stuckat5.33mn metric tonnesfornear-  25days of refined products take the to- —I
Smm;hﬂzg gulfdg:‘?tngom rﬁ ;:sng ]i;]ng i n:n; :;g ‘g he would deal wnth aclosureof the St~ lityto. absmb shocks without 1mmed1 lyadecade. Expansionhasbeenslow,  talto50davs. Last month, oil minister u‘at Rmm
g Gpial Specloa eonisicered 1o raitof Hormuz. His uption. Innormal_ reflectin donnew  Hardeep Purifold Parliament that the
zarustaxon’,orany groupthat tobe nt: could not really be times, India well, caverns.Ittookalmostadecadetoset-  country had oil storage capacity of 74 When Union
extinct, but later rediscovered alive — who, for 6,000 yrs, Dl annedhmffl. Phs’[;)ory sugg};eg:fduwuuég diversifyingcrudesources,expand-  tleonaPPPmodelandbringinapri-  days. Butinarealcrisis, itis inventory, ey
i dignif i i exting i never happen. The strait remaine ingspot ing refiner for n. Tnot capacity, thalooun
en](:ﬁg tg:e mtayrzi;lb;?gralc;?srf:trﬁWest ;:; qi‘]eg bl‘:: openevenduringwars. TheUSwould  greater commercial flexibility. By Oct 2024, il ves were Ch.ma M ea n S D IVI S I on
eI IRCOVELY LI A beit P! notallow it toshut. The world \vould But diversification haslimits. Oiland onlyabout two-thirds ull, gic. that suppl Apropos TuneIn, Turn On, Co-
science. We 'saclericaler- push back against Iran. And gasmarketsremainshapedbyahand- toaparliamentary paneL lu both m increasingly likely ina: mrbulenx geo- Op'by TK Arun (Mar4), unfortu-
ror. Because extmctmn istheultimateretirementplan. No seéf depended onopen ‘_\lﬂif’f‘s toi lmD L5 e POIIHLa I ekl begsn :dlzljve ! m inour coun-
o o nistryallocated 5,000cr  ergy Law, effective Jan 2025, em] ry have not played any construc-
L pmdamrs‘ﬁf;° %“fé;bjf’f eiseity i i "This view was widely shared. Even intheUnionbudgetto  stockpilingobligations inlawand in- tiverole, especially the commu-
N of asextinctis ‘when US-Israelistrikes on Iran resu- fill reserves, and later troduces ‘corporate social responsibi- nists and politically affiliated
to be free of human curiosity, that relentless paparazzi of 'med on Feb 28, many in the industry withdrew theprovision. lity reserves’, shifting partof theres- unions. In fact, the unions have
thenatural world. believed escalation would be contain- Theallocation itself India places theroleof anag-
S Py ed quickly. wassmall. Yet,eventhis  nosuchobligationonits refiners. gressor, and the idea of Bharat
bty Ho% thgse Creattiyes ust endu;e by mdsgmty' of ‘That confidence now looks misplaced. was wi fora di na Taxiwould nothave occurredto
conservationists poking them, journalists photographing With the strait effectively shut. keyex- sector ribu-  different thatglobal sup- theunion leaders —whodestroy-
them —and editorials written on them. The possum, with port facilitieshit, and no clear end to tedZ36.9lakhcrtothe ply would remainample and choke ed textile industries in Bombay
its absurdly elongated finger, will be mocked as nature’s the conflict, supply disruptionsare OVer5yrs, open. It worked in and Tamil Nadu. Instead of pro-
failed attempt at a backscratcher: The glider, once soaring real. Oil and gas flows from lh: Gu.l.[ including 315.71akh crin stable times. It's being tested now: moting industriesand well-be-
ave be- exmse collections by the Energy security ulumamly means ing of theeconomy along with
ma]eshcaﬂxmﬂbereducedtoamascot fory pre- gunrationing festondustiies, Similarl buying tim workers' work:andlife balance;
servat theyhadr myth, whis- LPG users have been warned, and ru- lndm iedunder-  just theseleaders used the unionmo-
e . melulxlg c‘ﬁen]&;]gtm sz:]ce ARy aguxsngutbum none, m;s suééesm thaty {vhgﬁgxrari‘xmv Vemex;tfho‘{er b dhaemdean s;)]\‘ahr‘se
5 “Bxtinction’ " i careof theirown ce sheets.
humanredlsccvery Extmctlon. was their goldeu ag.e. Dis- I.nd.la 's petroleum ministry says oil largely cost ility, it underinvest- The bank unions, too, failed tosee
covery is their QOwnfan. Sometimes, the Kindest thing we d But thin LPGand concerns. ed inshockabsorption. beyond postings and positions.

cando for istoleave it forgotten.

LNG inventori showing

strain. India is better placed in petrol,

The strait got narrower

Contrast with Chinais
striking. Beijing has

SASrinivasa Sarma
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CONTRAPUNTO

3 My retirement date, every time you ask me that, I'm
going to say five years. | don't want to retire
- JAMIE DIMON

Gas Pain

Iran war has cut off bulk of India’s gas imports. Pain
will be felt from kitchens to factories. There’s a way out
It’s fourdays since Qatar, world's third largest LNG exporter, shut

down production after an Iranian attack. In one stroke, 20% of

world'sLNG supply switched off. Qatar said it would need atleast
amonth toresume production, but the way Iran’s targeting it there
were multiple explosions over Doha yesterday - it might takelonger.
That’s worrying everyone - gas prices in Europe, for example, rose
54% on Monday. India is especially affected because it gets 40% of its
imported LNG from Qatar.

The crisis boils down to price and availability. With contracted
supplies unavailable, Indiamust buy in the “spot” market, where prices
have hitthe roof. Gas that cost $10 a few days ago isnow going for $25.
Consider how India uses gas, and the problem becomes evident. The
biggest share (28%) goes into fertilisers like urea. City gas demand,
which includes PNG for kitchensand CNGfor carsand buses, comes
next, and is growing quickest. Last, gas
fuels power plants and industries.

At its current high price, using gas to
make electricity doesn’'t make sense.
Fertilisers are vital, but other industries
like glass and ceramics cannot ignore
energy prices. That leaves city gas, to
which govt gives highest importance.
Even if all gas imports halt, your kitchen
and your car havefirst claim on India’s own
gas production, which meets roughly half
of yearly demand. But that won't insulate
you from high prices, as PNG and CNG
suppllers blend their domestic gas quotas with imported gas.

This could hurt your pocket, and if the crisis persists, it might
reshape India’s auto industry. Last year, for the first time CNG cars
outsold diesel cars, taking 21% market share. This is good for air quality,
buthigh CNG pricesandeven longer queues at pumps willdull demand.
There’s a parallel crisis of LPG, the older kitchen gas still used by
33cr consumers. India imports 60% of its LPG, mostly from W Asia.
So the longer Iran war lasts, the more households will suffer. Unless
Centre and states absorb increased costs, which is imprudent.

Rightnow, it'simportant to tapothergassuppliers, like Australia
and Canada, but long-term, we need to scale up biogas production.
Indiacanmeetallof its gasneedsfromagriculturaland urban waste.
Cattle dungalone can be turned into 39,000 tonnes of gas daily. Add
16,000 tonnes from paddy straw every day. But we made just 31,000
tonnes of biogas in entire 2024-25. It’s anational waste.

BJP And Babu

In Bihar, just like in Maha, the party outshone its state
outfit ally. But Nitish is still a political presence

‘ ) Y ho'll be CM in Bihar — Nitish Kumar’s unsurprising exit

will be followed by him joining Rajya Sabha - is not even

a blip on the news waves. This is because BJP central

command’s MO is toappoint party workhorses who have zeroname

recognition nationally, to positions of power as CMs. Haryana,

Odisha, MP, Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh are proof. In fact, even BJP’s
new party chief started his national career as Nabin Who.

While it's no surprise that Nitish will no longer be CM, the
change may have been effected earlier than anticipated. Indications
that Nitish’s tenth stint would not be full-term were evident during
electioneering, hisreported state of health one factor.

Nitish’sremarkable stintas CM is marked by his
dexterity of political re-alignment, having last
‘won an election in 2004 LS polls from Nalanda.
He has never contested since, and was sent to
Bihar’s Vidhan Parishad (upper house) after

he became CM for the second time in 2005.

Yet, he navigated Bihar's caste politics
smartly, created an EBC base, and was among
early politicians to champion caste-impact of
backward Muslim communities, the Pasmandas.
Andmore than withina withered JDU, which hasbeen buta one-man
party, it is this EBC/Pasmanda Muslim base that will eventually
see a slow churn, with BJP at the helm - even if in Bihar, Hindutva
politics have always ridden on asocial justice plank.

BJP is now Big Bro in all big states where it was once junior
partner to a regional party. Its electoral victories in Maharashtra
and Bihar are evidence of its firm grounding, turfing out the state
party it once piggybacked. And yet, even if only for the optics of it,
BJP could not avoid giving deputy CMship to Nitish's greenhorn
son in “good faith”. That's another measure of how much Nitish
means to Bihar's politics, even when he's out of it.

Bare to dare

From Delhi’s AI Summit to Maoris,
protesters have put skin in the game

Jug Suraiya

na ion that raised both eyeb dhaclles, some.
membersof Youth Congress gate-crashed the recent Al Summit
in Delhi, and as a gesture of protest against issues ranging from
‘what they perceived as an Indo-US trade proposal unfavourable
to Indian farmers to growing unemployment among young
4 people, performed a semi-striptease by doffing their shirts. This
bare-to-dare demonstration sought to convey that they were getting hot under the
collar about many of the govt's policies and priorities and needed to get their
grievances off their chests, along with items of clothing.

Some have likened this show of pique by literally losing one’s shirt at the
powers-that-be to the Mahatma s remnval of his topgarment of madem Britain
fabric tolaunch hi
to throw off the yoke of oppressive imperialism. Officialdom, however, has

denounced the demonstrators saying that those who in public discard

m ) their kameez show a lack of tameez, and by taking panga by going
| nangah notonly national honour by their

% _\j/ behav iwu mfmm of di: .‘ foreign guests.

hirt chance oronhorse

= __a_ . racing tracks is an occupahunal hazard for punters,
lug ularvein metaphoncallv renouncing the garment in question
———————— can help win political brownie points. Juan Perén, who
served two termsas President of Argentina, and wasthe husband of thecharis-
matic. Evmmf muslmlfame owed hisriseto; power!hzmks tothebackingof the
“theshirtl icallackof wardrobe

Bombs Can’t Build A Republic

A West Asia researcher who has extensively travelled in Iran writes that many Iranians detest
the ayatollahs, but are also proud of their Persian heritage. Attacks on Iran may produce a
popular nationalist response, not a revolution against clerics

Fabricio Vitorino

Khamenei, killed in US strikes, had
been supreme leader for over 35 years.
Hisson Mojtabahas emergedas thetop
contender to succeed him, but forces
within Iran’s elite could ignite a power
struggle lasting months. Meanwhile,
the bloc that positioned itself as an alternative to
Western unipolarity has been conspicuously absent.
Has anyone heard of a Brics mediation initiative?

Trump’sstatement: “When we are finished, take over
your govt. It will be yours to take. This will probably be
your only chance for generations,” was extraordinary,
coming from a sitting prcsldent One that forces a
question Brics communiques never ask: What kind of
Iran might emerge from the rubble, and would it serve
anyone's interests, including Iran’s own?

For 25 years, I've often been in West Asia,
understanding-as inIsrael or Saudi Arabia-the
multiple perspectives held by Iranians, often
marked by deep divisions, nothing close to the
‘monolith Western media frequently portrays.

In 2000s, presidents Khatami, Ahmadinejad
and Rouhani each attempted, in their different
ways, toreshape Iranian governance, All three
collided with the same wall: a state within a
state, in which the supreme leader commands
the armed forces, IRGC, judiciary and state
TV, holding veto power over foreign and
nuclear policy. Ayatollah was never elected.
For Iranians, that contradiction became the
defining frustration of their political lives.

It's often said the Revolution was meant
to show the world Persia carried greatness
and democracy at its core, that the two were
complements rather than opposites. But the
1980-88 war against Iraq left wounds the West fails to
see, The Islamic dimension gradually overwhelmed
thepolitical pulli: progressive [ran
towards a fundamentalist posture, in stark contrast to
the vision held by alarge portion of itsown population.
Those inside this system-within-system exalted it.
Thoseoutside learned toendureit.

Take the Iranian volleyball teams competing in the
2010s. The sport had become a national passion, only for
women to be banned from stadiums. Western women
reporters were barred from the courts. The ban caught
even Rouhani's govt offguard. Iranians never wished
foran authoritarian, Islamic-based regime. An Iranian
colleague of mine recently told me, “We will never just
accept things as they are. We are Persians. We are not
like the Russians, and our govt is not like Putin.” That

civilisational argument is the reason why regime
change imposed from outside tends to produce the
opposite of what itsarchitects promise,

‘Two models, one region | It's common to compare Iran
and Saudi Arabia, West Asia’s Shia and Sunni poles,
two authoritarian states shaped by external pressure
and sitting atop comparable hydrocarbon wealth.
Saudi Arabia’s oil reserves are between 25% and 30%
more than Iran’s reserves. Iran’s population exceeds
90mn versus Saudi Arabia’s 35mn.

Riyadh eventually calculated that survival required
adaptation: Vlsmn 2030, soft power, a seat at every table.
Tehran'sregi ed by the and war against
Saddam’s Iraq, which was backed by the West and fought
with chemical weapons against Iranian soldiers - chose
permanent confrontation as its organising prmc)ple

The Iraq warkilledor half a

intothe ic'sDNA
that no external bomb will dissolve. IRGC, revolutionary
guardian and embedded economic oligarchy, and the
only body with real authority to negotiate a transition
fromstrength, becomes the decisive variable.

Phantom bloc Brics | Iran became a full Brics member in
Jan 2024. When the bloc gathered in Rio de Janeiro last
July to condemn the earlier round of US-Israeli strikes
on Iran as violation of international law, it was hailed
as a diplomatic signal from Global South. The final
statement, however, named neither US nor Israel.

The Guardian reported on Mar 1 that the trade-
weighted dollar has lost around 7% of its value over
the past year, a structural shift Brics countries have
long sought to accelerate. But currency trends move

through markets. Peace requires someone willing to
pick up the phone, propose terms and absorb political
costs. On that front, the bloc has offered nothing.

Brazil and India carry genuine mediating credentials,
and both have historical relationships with Tehran
to make such an effort credible. India used to import
Iranian crude and was building the North-South
Transport Corridor through Iranian territory.

Yet thediplomatic space available to both countries is
severely constrained by the bloc’s current composition.
Russia is at war in Ukraine. Iran is under direct attack.
China is pressing its coercive agenda on Taiwan. India’s
military i with Pakistan ial
the Brics label has become a complication. Moscow and
Beijing invoke the bloc when it amplifies their interests;
Brazil and India absorb the reputational cost.

Windows bombs can't open | Argument against
Trump's strikes is no defence of the Islamic
Republic. A state that represses women,
executes dissidents and subordinates national
development to ideological confrontation
encoded in its own doctrine - including the
call for destruction of Israel - has failed
large portions of itsown people.

That failure, however, belongs to Iranians
to correct. Saudi Arabia offers the relevant
precedent: it did not liberalise because it was
bombed. Change came, partially and imperfectly,
because its own leadership concluded that
adaptation was the price of survival.

Iran has a larger educated population, a
democratictradition written into its constitution,
and a eivil society that endured 47 years of

without di ing. Th
belang to Iranians, and only they can convert
themintoarepublic.

‘What bombs reliably produce, as Iraq, Libya, and
Afghanistan across two decades have demonstrated, is
notdemocracy hut nationalism. Populations thut lmghl

eir own terms
the foreign hand that tried to force it.

Tranians, resentful of the clerical grip but proud of
Persian civilisation, would be the first casualties of
thatdynamic. Trump’s strikes may fracture theregime
but risk igniting exactly the nationalist fervour that
hashi: icsi i build

Brics, for all its failures of nerve, at least understood
that. It simply lacked the courage toacton it.

Trump’s bombs may end a regime. They will not
build arepublic.

The writer is a doctoral researcher in international
relationsat UFSC, a Brazilian university

‘India is producing many Al developers but very few research
engineers and frontier scientists...that’s a problem’

Balaraman Ravindran wears many Al hats—on UN’s
international scientific panel for Al governance &
standard setting, chair of GO[ ] dra[tmg commtttee
Jor India’s Al gover

School of Data Science & AI at IIT Madms He tells
Vaitheeswaran B that focus should be on delivering
tangible outcomes, including shareable algorithms and
tools toensure Als)

trustworthy.

® Wh " a4

Foundation models are not the right pr).mary metric
fm India rlght nowW. That sam has pmmjsmg signs

il

at the level of building the next foundalmn ‘model, but
cuttmg edge research and putting that out as new tools
and solutions for building products.

Companies like Sarvam have
demonstrated strong performance
by picking the right problems, India-
specific tasks. They didn't build a
large model but trained from scratch
with curated data rather than merely
fine-tune existing models. India is
doing okay with many Al applications
andadoption.

However, cla]ms lha! India has

time, industry and venture capitalists should be
willing to take longer bets in AL We still do not see that
happening in India.

@ What should be India’s policy priority?

India should put serious effort and capital into
attracting talent, including diaspora talent. Investment
and talent go together. Competing with US or China
requires a systemanc plan and building world{lass
facilities. If India Jarge block of

among the most Al are atulatory.
India lacks enough people who can do hardcme Alwork
— training models from scratch, improving training
efficiency, and working at the hardware-Al interface.

® How do we fix this?
We do not have the resources to do research. When

vailable d clearly assign it to four or five institutions,
that signals researchers who currently struggle for
access But the has to be
backed by long-term investment.

We also need to build local talent and local market
that can benefit from such availability of compute.
We should syﬁtema(lca}lv work on that. Increase

inteaching, skilli research. Increase

compute is scarce, universities reserve it for

work and PhD output. That is why we are producing
many Al developers but far fewer research engineers
and frontier scientists. We also have to nurture a
builder mindset through hands-on work. At the same

incentives for investors in AL Encourage long-term
investments. Compute infra should be directed at
bringing deployment costs down and not blindly
follow Western models.

® Can tax holidays to cloud providers help?

Building large amounts of compute capacity in
India is sensible if we want data to be governed here
andmodelstorununder Indianrules, Without domestic
infra, any restriction on data leaving the country
becomes hard toenforce.

D ac Indiandatamightitself h
a strong incentive. That said, once serious infra exists, it
can draw in people. Researchers go where resources are.
C B srion Indiand:

want
teams here and serve global markets from here.

® India i to host the Al Impact
Summit.

Yes. We made sure Al conversation included Global
South meaningfully. Because they are the ones who will
be significantly impacted by decisions of the bigger
companiesand countries’ Al policies.

We identified successful use cases in Global South
and built a repository. This will facilitate knowledge
sharing. We also put together tools to help test and
ensure frustworthiness of the Al system. This will
enable developers to build trusted, deployable solutions,
especially in countries with lower technological
resources and capabilities.

India is very actively involved in Ltd 30 - Limited
Members Group of about 30 countries involved in
discussions on frontier Al safety and standards
cooperation. There are several multilateral efforts
for governance, but one challenge is that majority of
people arenot involved.

India brought Global South into the dialogue and
built richer cross-border regulation. Each country
must discuss capacity building, skilling, rights, bias,
explainability, safety, transparency, ete, in the context
of itsown society, culture and priorities.

Calvin & Hobhes

DO You THINK TIGERS GO To
15 SUPPGSED TO

AUNANS IN DANGER
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CGreatness comes
bydoingafew
small and smart
things eachday.
Iukmg little. steps,

Why Jensen Huang Isn’t That Smart About ‘Smartness’

Sonal Srivastava

smartest out there. As CEO of the

N Roses song ‘November Rain'?
Nothin’lasts forever/And we both
know. hearts can change

reach and systems beyond our ken.
Tal\e_ algon ithm’. It comes from the

that carries us to the Great Beyond. The
Upanishads and Gita ave, in fact, manuals

f 9th-c Persian

world's largest company by market

]’ensen Huang is a smart man, oneof the
capitalisation, he has to be. In a podcast

t
loveand heartbreak, it'salsoareminder 0[

of life, and by

ibn Musa al-Khwarizmi's
name. An algorithm was-andstillis-a
system. But somewhere along the way, the
that Qn word tomean i/

of this BlissTech, detailing methods
that can enable Self-realisation.

The modern world equates intelligence
with information density and analysis.

last month, replying to a question on who
was the smartest person he ever met,

Huang snotion of Smd.l’t is nadun:txomstf

E ‘smart’as who
intelligent, solves problems, lechmcal a

‘technically astute’, ‘empathy’and

referring to their entrenched poverty as underpald labourers for the %
the large landowners who were the elite of the country.

The Al Summit protesters may or may not have heard of the descamisados,
of the ‘sans culottes’, without knee-breeches, the working-class supporters of
the French Revolution who substituted the aristocratic attire of knee-length
breeches for ankle-length pantaloons.

words like

meana

system, a ‘computer algorithm’, a narrow
description of aterm that can expand to

Vedanta equates intelligence \vu.h
moksh, liberation and
of Brahmn, The unity of jivatman and

Par Gita speaks of Kshetra

deﬁnmon hefindstobea ‘commodi ‘ability to infer the unspoken’. ® that must work so pertectly that andKshetrajna. Krishnasays, ‘This body,
on his per 1 definiti Smartness can’t be redu- ,',w if you alter evena single step, Arjun, is termed as the Field (kshetra)
of smart: ‘someone who sns atthat cedto nu.mbex ~crunching, b thewhole collapses in the and he whoknows it is called the knower
intersection of being astute but orpredictive  * material realm. of the Field (kshetrajna) by sages.
human empathy and havmg the ability to Tl.\e term ‘tech- ‘And then thereis the Great The algorithm of awareness bridges
infer the the corners, 8] Beyond, which known kshetraand ajna, justasacircuit
the unknowables’. But by tying ‘smartness’  sense, refersto meLhods THE SPEAKING TREE only Uurough the algonthm of board connectsall the hardware msxde a
too tightly to the technical side, making ystems, and d hichis And while ices
‘smart’ analgorithm, Huanggot it wrong. theresultof sclenhﬁc knowledge being the reallsa(mn 01 Sat-Chit-A " , Truth- d ithm of bliss will
Who is smarter: someone who Ieduces used for practical purposes. Connotations Ce Bliss. The term * ’ remain Thisis a reminder
of smar * cannot belimited to wires, does not belong merely to thy terial that isany that

Fortunately, however, the shirtless ones at the Summit seemed
with the Maori way of showing dissent called ‘mooning’, which consists of
lowering one’s nether garment and presenting one’s exposed rear in explicit
body language summing upaliterally bumdeal.

for material gains? Or someone
who intuits workings of natural order, and
understands that much of what we see today
willnot last forever—quitelike the Guns

momerboards LEDscreens, and Wi-Fi

routers. Technical systems - and methods

used to arrive at them — can help us better
both within our

Technological systems, a spiritual

Wi-Fi of sorts, can apply to consciousness,
too. In that sense, Vedanta is an algorithmof
It i BlissTech

transforms input into output. BlissTech
transforms ignorance into clarity and
individual self into the realised Self.
That’s what smart is, Jensen.
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A tectonic shift
in Bihar politics

Nitish Kumar's exit from state politics will
change the political dynamic in Patna

en Nitish Kumar took oath as Bihar chief

minister (CM) for the 10th time on

November 20, 2025, he setarecord for

beingsworn in to the office for the most
number of times. By filing his nomination for the Rajya
Sabha on Thursday, Nitish has tendered his de facto
resignation as CM, making his 10th term the shortest in
office when his alliance had a clear majority. An official
declaration is still awaited, but itis widely expected that
the new CM in Bihar will be from the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP), the biggest constituent of the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) legislative group in the state
assembly and the national political hegemon.

Whatis one tomake of this transition?

If one were to cast aside history, it makes perfect sense.
The senior partner always heads an alliance. Nitish
himself, has been keeping indifferent health for quite
some time. There is nobody in his party who can claim
to have his political acumen, authority or popularity.
Unlike most of his regional party peers, he never made
the Janata Dal (United) a dynastic enterprise, although
there is now speculation that his son might enter the
party, perhaps even be named deputy chief minister. If
Nishant Kumar indeed enters politics, he will have to
cultivate his own political capital.

Asfaras the state’s governance is concerned, things
should not change much. The BJP and JD(U) have been
in coalition for an overwhelming majority of the 20-plus
years Nitish has been CM. The BIP already held mostof
the key portfolios in the current ministry. Nitish's
influence in the latest government was largely
ceremonial. The NDA under Nitish deserves credit for
bringing Bihar's economy and governance back on track
from the recklessness (under the pretext of social
justice) during Lalu Prasad and his party’s regime. To be
sure, the state is still among the poorest in the country.

The bigger ripples of Nitish's purge —whether
inflicted or self-inflicted —will be felt in the realm of
Indian polity’sideological fault lines. Bihar was India’s
last state where politics was still a bout between
competing socialist strands. Not anymore. Nowit'sa
match between Hindutva with a bunch of satellite
socialists versus an emaciated socialist party in RJD,
which hasallies from the even more irrelevant Congress
and communists. With Bihar conquered, only West
Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Punjab, Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana,and Jammu and Kashmir, among the large
states, remain outside the BJP's orbit. Three of these
states will go to polls in abouta month or so.

US’s reckless act that
widens Iran war zone

ith one ill-thought-out action, the US has

recklessly expanded its conflict with Iran

and brought it to India’s doorstep. The
sinking of the Iranian Navy frigate IRIS Dena by a US
submarine close to Sri Lanka — days after it left
Indian waters following its participation in an
International Fleet Review and a multi-nation
exercise hosted by the Indian Navy — is the action of
a belligerent power that has no regard for the
security concerns of India. Sri Lankan officials have
confirmed that only 32 crew members of IRIS Dena
were rescued and 87 bodies recovered so far. Since
the end of World War 11, this is only the fourth
instance of a ship being torpedoed and sunk. It
would appear the US submarine that carried out the
premeditated attack had been operating for some
time in waters that India perceives as its strategic
backyard, and tracking the Iranian warship before
launching its strike.

IRIS Dena was no longer in Indian waters when
the attack happened, but it is also true that it was
where it was only because Iran was invited by India
to the two major events held in Visakhapatnam last
month to foster regional trust and interoperatability
between navies to shore up a rules-based maritime
order. The attack was unlawful and an affront to
India, especially as the US submarine did not act in
self-defence, which would have been permissible
under Article 51 of the UN Charter. As former Indian
Navy chief, Admiral Arun Prakash, put t, this was
nothing less than a “senseless and inflammatory act”
that opens another dimension of violence in an
open-ended conflictand could potentially disrupt
seaborne commerce. The US should walk its talk
about the importance of its partnership with India,
and not impetuously imperil the country’s national
security, even if New Delhi does not voice its protest
over the incident.

After Khamenei's death,
unravelling of the regime

The Islamic revolution is a
spent force asit has
devoured its own children
athome and overplayed
its hand abroad

ollowing the killing of Iran’s

supreme leader, Ayatollah

Ali Khamenei, in the open-

ing salvos of a devastating

military campaign by the US

and Israel, his son Mojtaba
has reportedly been anointed as suc-
cessor. It raises a fundamental ques-
tion whether the Islamic Republic,
which is at its weakest point since its
formation, can carry on amid mount-
ing internal unrest and relentless
external attacks?

Itis worth recalling that Iran's sys-
tem of rule of clerics under Khame-~
nei's mentor and Shia religious
authority, Ayatollah Ruhollah Kho-
meini, was the outcome of a mass rev-
olution in 1979 that overthrew a US-
and Israel-backed absolute monarchy.
Today, the boot is on the other foot,
and the revolutionary regime is totter-
ing under the double whammy of
weakened domestic legitimacy and
concerted foreign pressure from the
same US and Israel.

The State that Khomeini built and
Khamenei consolidated by mixing
theocratic Shia fervour, anti-imperial-
istic martyrdom ideology, and civilisa-
tional exceptionalism is facing an exis-
tential crisis thanks to the erosion of
domestic support within Iranian soci-
ety. Three factors — political, eco-
nomic and social — have contributed

to the hollowing out of broad-based
internal legitimacy of the Islamic
Republic, leaving it vulnerable to
external threats.

First, since at least 2009, an inse-
cure Khamenei began undermining
the will of Iran’s people in relatively
‘competitive presidential and parlia-
mentary elections via universal adult
franchise. Iran’s “hybrid regime”
model did privilege the unelected Aya-
tollahs at the top of the hier-
archy, but it also delegated
powers to elected politicians
representing liberal, reform-
ist, conservative and hardline
ccamps, Over the past 15 years,
Khamenei shrunk the space

Hamas and the Houthis, and in the
infinite sums of money allocated to
the Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC) that bankroll these prox-
ies.

The regime’s strategic assets — its
controversial nuclear programme and
vast missile stockpiles — have been
paraded as inalienable crown jewels
of the Islamic Republic, but this pos-
ture of permanent militarisation
yields few concrete gains for
the Iranian people. Govern-
ment propagandists blame
sanctions by the US and
Europe for the country’'s eco-
nomic woes, but moderate
Iranians fault the regime for

for these politicianswhohad ~ ST€€TAM it overambitious weaponi-
served as safety valves for the Chaulia sation which leaves them
regime, thereby leaving ordi- economically isolated and
nary Iranians politically frus- deprived.

trated and prone to wave after wave of Vladimir Lenin quipped that “any
protests. civilisation is three meals away from a

Second, Khamenei diverted vast
sums of Iran’s economic resources to
pursue a grand strategy of regional
influence across West Asia and the
wider Islamic world, causing anguish
inside Iranian society that its own
material interests were sacrificed in
the name of an “axis of resistance”
against the US and Israel.

The slogan, “neither Gaza nor Leba-
non, I sacrifice my life for Iran”, has
echoed across Iran regularly in anti-
government protests since 2009 as a
marker of this dissatisfaction. Ordi-
nary Iranians feeling the pinch of a
steeply depreciating rial, sky-high
inflation and rampant unemployment
see little value in Iran’s costly web of
militant proxies, including Hezbollah,

violent revolution”. When absolute
poverty levels touch 30% of the popu-
lation in an oil-rich country like Iran,
conditions become rife for a revolu-
tion against a so-called revolutionary
regime. The regime has survived
repeated cycles of mass protests over
the past 17 years through brute coer-
cion and divide-and-rule tactics, but

Thc i nuclear
vast mis have been paraded i jewels of
the Isl:nmc Repubhc WEST ASIANEWS AGENCY VIA REUTERS

elected politicians to impose a harsh
and puritanical Isiamic morahty ona

worst massacre of Jewish people since
the Holocaust not happened on Octo-

young and secular popi y for
personal freedoms. Protests in 2022
after the death of a young woman,
Mahsa Amini, at the hands of Iran’s
notorious morality police for not
wearing the Islamic head covering,
demonstrated pushback against a
regime unwilling to yield to the chang-
ing times and generational shifts.
‘While these three factors may have
rendered Khamenei's State apparatus
lacking in a reliable social base to
withstand foreign aggression, it is rare
for any autocracy to collapse merely
under the weight of domestic discon-
tent. The external tipping point was
triggered by the October 7, 2023, ter-
rorist attacks by Iran's Palestinian
proxy, Hamas, inside Israel. The
deadly rcglonwlde wars that Israel

the damage has been d d there is dealt killer
sufficient internal alienation and frag-  blows to I:an 's “ring of fire” across the
‘mentation for foreign actorstoexploit ~ region and left Iran exposed to direct
and penetrate. lethal attacks by Israel and the US on

‘Thirdly, the ageing but rigid Ayatol-
lahs have built a vast gulf between
themselves and the youthful demo-
graphics in Iran, where 60% of the
population is below the age of 30.
Khamenei allied with conservative

its own soil.
In hindsight, Khamenei and the
RGC ip badly mi:

ber7, the but resilient Ira-
nian theocracy may have had better
chances of extending itself.

In the course of his 36-years-long
reign, Khamenei did at times compro-
mise with the US, Europe and Sunni
Arab neighbouring countries. Iran’s
2015 nuclear deal with the US, based
on Khamenei's concept of “heroic flex-
ibility”, had raised hopes of a modus
vivendi with the West. But US Presi-
dent Donald Trump's abandonment of
that deal in 2018, his utter disregard
for international law in order to
ensure Israel’s regional hegemony,
and the absence of a genuine thaw
between Iran and its Sunni neigh-
bours meant that Khamenei's game
was up.

‘What kind of new dispensation
emerges in Iran after Khamenei is
anyone’s guess. The only certainty is
that the Islamic revolution is effec-
tively a spent force because it
devoured its own children at home
and overplayed its hand abroad.

the consequences of the October 7
attacks, which planted the seeds of
their destruction. Arguably, had the

Sreeram Chautia is dean, Jindal School
of International Affairs. The views
expressed are personal

A war that Pakistan
invented for itself

&
Ending the war is in everyone's

ALEXANDER STUBB

also rising. Former secretary of state
Mike Pompeo recently pointed out
that decades of support for the Taliban had
finally come home to roost. Social media is
awash with images of Kabul burning, and
live fire across the border, even as the
Afghans claimed their own air strikes. All
this hardly comes out of the blue. The Paki-
stan defence minister Khwaja Asif had
warned of air strikes against Afghanistan, as
the Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) waged a
relentless war against Pakistani forces. What
was worrying was the minister's warning in
the same breath of a “strong possibility” of
an India-Pakistan war, apparently due to
India’s support for the Taliban in a proxy
war. The minister rambled on, and didn't
give a single fact to support his contention,
but in the world of diplomacy, these
are fighting words. It needs to be
examined carefully.
First, the critical aspects of Oper-
ation Ghazab lil-Haq. It hit Kabul,
Kandahar, and a row of targets next

s Pakistan's air attacks against
Afghanistan intensify, criticism is

and since October 2023, a forcible deporta-
tion programme, sending 5.4 million people
to these very areas, as noted by a recent UN
report. Unsurprisingly, these are major TTP
launch pads, and the same areas that are
being bombed. Call it cause and effect.
Then there’s the serious disgruntiement in
Pashtun areas. The chief minister. ofl(hyber
Sohail Afridi, b
appealed for a comprehensive and “inclu-
sive” policy that engages locals instead of
military operations. No one’s listening.
In fact, his comments sparked outrage
among mainland politicians, even though
he declared total support for Pakistan even
after the air strikes. But then, all Pashtuns
and tribals alike are labelled “terrorists”,
with another 60,000 people displaced in
Tirah Valley as the military geared up for
operations. In sum, terrorism arises from
Pakistan’s inability to assuage its
own population. After all, TTP's
ranks are overwhelmingly Pashtun,
This s exactly what Kabul is saying,
asking Rawalpindi to get its own
house in order before blaming oth-

to the central section of the border T : ers.
from Angoor Adda to Bajaur. In ard But then, Pakistan has always
other words, other thana “punish-  Kartha  claimed victimhood. Khwaja Asif

ing” attack on the capital, the whole
frenzy seems to have hit refugee
camps along the border, which in all proba-
bility also houses “terrorists”. Rawalpindi
should know. It created both. The first cate-
gory was created in 1974, when Pakistan first
started its proxy war against Afghanistan,
long before the US or the Soviets came into
the picture. Subsequently, they were called
mujahideen, then Taliban, and now appar-
ently, they are Fitna al Khwarij, coined by
Field Marshal Asim Munir himself, referring
toa sect that rebelled against the fourth cal-
iph Hazrat Ali (RA) and thus, place them as
unrighteous of Islam. That's ironic, After all,
thousands upon thousands of Afghans died
violently during the 40 years. Their relatives
are unlikely to need any prodding to hate
Pakistan,

Then, in an interview with a French news
channel, where Khwaja Asif incredibly
referred to nine, 10 and now 11 Indian aircraft
shot down, quoting President Trump, con-
cluding that the Indian "proxy war” arose
from “defeat” in Operation Sindoor. A cleatly
sceptical anchor asked for evidence, whlch
the minister si

blamed the US for using

Pakistan as toilet paper for decades,
forgetting that the country got more than $32
billion for Afghan operations. That sum is
being sorely missed, especially since much of
it was diverted to Pakistan's ministry of
finance, according to the US audit, not to
mention dodgy billing by the military heads
involved.

With Pakistan now in the chair of the UN's
1988 Afghanistan Sanctions Committee that
oversees all matters Taliban, which interest-
ingly also supports the 1267 Al-Qaeda Sanc-
tions Committee, a strong diplomatic shift is
evident to completely change the narrative
on Afghanistan. A February 2026 report of
the first committee, while condemning ter-
rorist presence, ignores earlier reports that
acknowledged the Taliban battling the
Islamic State. A key finding of both commit-
tees is that TTP is “linked" to Al-Qaeda, mak-
ing it a regional or global threat, as are
Baloch groups. Neither of these is true in the
least, but this internationalisation is classic
Pakistan diplomacy. The result is that US dip-
lomats expressed support for Pakistan in its

instead that various capitals he had com-
plained to, including Istanbul and Doha, had
not responded. In short, no one is buying it.
Kabul, meanwhile, apparently said, while the
TTP were there, they had no control on
them. That statement should not surprise
the minister. For decades, Pakistan’'s proxy
war was waged from these very border areas,

PAKISTAN HAS ALWAYS
CLAIMED VICTIMHOOD.
l\HW JA A l! “\NL\LIN_(,LY

ING THAT THE
COUNTRY GOT MORE THAN
$32 BILLION FOR AFGHAN
OPERATIONS

attacks. has always had a conve-
niently short memory. As Iran heats up, it
doesn't want Pakistan destabilised.

interests. A lasting peace can only be
one that respects the UN principles

NRLM 2.0 and addressing
the extreme poverty issue

4 l I rity, sspcciall.yAin contexts wher? ggographiﬁ

"in India will depend on the extent to sharply

which it includes populations that  district. NRLM 2.0 should clarify how it will iden-

remain excluded from the country’seco-  tify areas with higher concentrations of the
and then |

‘nomic progress. The National Rural Livelihoods

text NRLM operates thro venet- st a

work of women’s Self-Help Groups (SHGs).  inthose pockets. Where SRLM capacity is weak
lmpact assessments indicate that, whm effec-  or NRLM 2.0 lisha
tively hasled

ic, social, and political isati ith
outcomes for rural women, d Civil society isati an
Thennss:omsm(mnganewphasc —NRLM  contribr i it trust,and
20—with RLMs can focus on conver-
the focus areas. It has alrmdy begun wcrk gence, i
through Fourth, design for household-level work
’left‘ alongsxde place-based regional, sectoral, and
out” AY ail i pp In many contexts,
holds into the SHG network and relevant sectors,
schemes, with a livelihoods pathway builton  and struct ditic
productive inclusion. erty! Project i 006 fami-
Acritical consideration is whether NRLM2.0 i bout 103,000 indivi i e
can transition from focusing solely on lapping stresses across food security,

the number of people reached to
achieving sustained reductions in
extreme poverty. There are lessons
from the Mission’s early days, from
several State Rural Livelihoods Mis-
sions (SRLMs) — from Bihar's dec-

housing, income, and health. The
project used household micro-plans
to coordinate existing programmes
around each family. Long-term out-
comes will also depend on develop-
ments in the local economy around

Blalrisinan, those households and on how risks

Edu)?n-lzzga‘faq;tgpmachjﬂm;ugha?g Madhavan are managed in areas with concen-

broad network of local institutions. Kutty trated deprivation. This remains a
I; policy: f Il

dations. Fifth, build transparency into the

First, treat the extreme poverty agendaasa
state-led capacity effort, with central guidance
limited to a few key principles. States, in turn,
allow districts the flexibility to administer the  explicit about whether the focus is on extreme
approach that best suits them. Keralaand Bihar ~ poverty or destitution and clarify how overlaps
demonstrate how todothis. InKerala, localgov-  will be ad
ernments and frontline systems identified Sixth, treat entitlement accessas urgent, but

design. Publish definitions, identification crite-
ria, verification protocols, what is being meas-
ured, and how slippage will be tracked. Be

In sum, the whol y Afghan
arises from Pakistan's vicious counter terror-
ism operations, creating a well of hatred that
provides cadres for terror groups. Weapons
are available in plenty from Pakistan's
40-year war, and US weapons left behind. But
for India, it is Asif's threat of war against
India that's worrisome. An apparent Islamic
State attack against India will certainly invite
strong retaliation. The problem is this is
exactly what Pakistan wants, as it struggles
with multiple crises, including the rage over
Imran Khan's mistreatment. As the war
rages in West Asia and Afghanistan burns a
certain general is making his

‘households and prepared micro-plans, withcon-  not as the endpoint. Use the same household-
family. Thi fe level work to assess how institutions are per-
Ku forming. Fey pmi;im.:u

Kerala’s women's thanNRLMand i

architecture, and Ashraya, which focused o
d fi Kerala Ian‘wr Jeevik

ument where systems break ‘down at the mar-
gins and feed that diagnosis back into State

al adopting ~ action.
a gmduntmn approach tailored to the context Seventh, treat this asa collective local effort.
that| into newer work. Ideally, this work should be carried out jointly by
Sewnd encourage each state to appoint a Panchayau Raj institutions, SHGs, ASHA and
leader hands,and heartto workers and credible non-| profits.
lead . Fora a leading lhIS toorga-
effort, thei beinternal nise it Suppon for the extremely

national project. But

ativeand Bihar's Jeevika reﬂeﬂcommmed and NRLM 2.0 facﬂs achoice— dehver numbersor

plans. For Delhi, the starter's pistol has
already been fired.

Tara Kartha is a former director, National Secu-
rity Council Secretariat. The views expressed are

build poverty
political backing for this agenda. reduction.
Third, recognise that the quality of SRLMs
varieswi i Madhavan Kutt i Vorld
nity i ions meant to anchor T Bank i inlndiain
The primary i qualityoflast- overthe last two dec-
personal i ity, and delivery integ- ades. The views expressed are personal
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Sushasan’s legacy

For two decades, Nitish towered over Bihar’s political
landscape, defining state’s developmental narrative

ith Nitish Kumar finally hanging up his boots
s;s; as Bihar’s chief minister, the state is witness-
ing the closing of one of the longest and most
complex political chapters in contemporary Indian pol-
itics. For nearly two decades, Kumar towered over
Bihar's political landscape, defining governance, coali-
tion politics, and the state’s developmental narrative in
equal measure. Kumar's journey to the top was anything
but linear. His first brush with the chief minister’s chair
in 2000 lasted merely a week, but the setback did little to
deter him. When he returned to power in 2005, Bihar
was widely seen as a state trapped in the quagmire of
lawlessness, crumbling infrastructure, and adminis-
trative paralysis. Over the next decade, Kumar painstak-
ingly attempted to alter that perception. Roads
improved, power supply expanded, and a governance
model branded as ‘Sushasan’ sought to replace the chaos
that had come to define the state.

Yet, Kumar’s greatest political skill lay not merely in
governance but in survival. Few leaders in Indian pol-
itics have demonstrated such remarkable agility in navi-
gating alliances. He partnered with the BJP, broke away
from it, allied with the RJD, and then returned to the
BJP fold—each time recalibrating the political chess-
board to remain central to Bihar's power structure. This
ability ensured that even when his party lacked a clear
majority, Kumar continued to hold the reins of the state.
But longevity often carries its own burdens. In recent
years, the Nitish model appeared to lose some of its
early shine. Questions over unemployment, migration,
prohibition policy, and governance fatigue, increasingly
surfaced in public discourse. Critics argued that the
once decisive administrator had grown cautious, even
distant, while political opponents mocked his frequent
shifts in alliances.

Still, history will likely judge Kumar less by the con-
troversies of his twilight years and more by the trans-
formation he helped initiate in the mid-2000s. Bihar's
turnaround from a symbol of dysfunction to a state
striving for administrative stability bears his imprint.
Few leaders have shaped a state’s politics as decisively
or as persistently. Now, with Kumar poised to move to
the Rajya Sabha and step away from the chief minister’s
chair, Bihar faces an uncertain but intriguing transi-
tion. His exit marks not just the departure of an individ-
ual but the end of an era in which one man's political
dexterity held together fragile coalitions and competing
ambitions. The question that looms over Bihar today is
not merely who succeeds Nitish Kumar. It is whether
any leader can replicate the delicate balance of govern-
ance, pragmatism, and survival that defined his long
tenure. He leaves behind a glorious legacy.

Peace torpedoed

Escalation of naval hostilities in the Indian Ocean
threatens sanctity of maritime stability in region

he torpedoing of the Iranian frigate IRIS Dena in
I the Indian Ocean near Sri Lanka marks a chilling
moment for South Asia. What was once a distant
West Asian conflict has now drifted into waters uncom-
fortably close to India's maritime neighbourhood. The
attack, reportedly carried out by a US submarine, killed
at least 87 Iranian sailors and left dozens more missing,
with Sri Lankan authorities scrambling to recover
bodies and rescue survivors. The ship sank roughly 40
nautical miles off the Sri Lankan coast—within the
island’s exclusive economic zone and barely a few hun-
dred kilometres from India’s southern seaboard. The
symbolism is stark: The widening Iran war has now
spilled into the Indian Ocean, one of the world’s busiest
maritime corridors.

The circumstances surrounding the ship’s presence
in these waters makes it even more complex. The
Iranian frigate had reportedly participated in interna-
tional naval engagements in India before beginning its
return journey when it was struck. This uncomfortable
fact underscores how rapidly geopolitics can shift from
diplomatic engagement to military confrontation. A
vessel welcomed days earlier at a multinational exer-
cise ended up becoming a casualty. For India, the impli-
cations are serious. Nearly 90 per cent of its trade by
volume passes through sea routes, much of it through
the Indian Ocean. Any escalation of naval hostilities in
these waters could threaten shipping lanes, insurance
costs, and energy supplies. The possibility of the Indian
Ocean turning into another theatre of the Iran conflict
would fundamentally alter the region’s strategic equi-
librium. There is also the delicate matter of diplomatic
balancing. India has traditionally maintained prag-
matic relations with Iran while simultaneously deepen-
ing its strategic partnership with the United States.

Incidents like this complicate that balancing act. If
the war intensifies in maritime zones close to India,
New Delhi may find itself under pressure to clarify its
stance, even though its primary interest lies in keeping
the Indian Ocean free of confrontation. Equally worry-
ing is the precedent. The sinking of a warship by sub-
marine torpedo—an event rarely seen since the Second
World War—signals a new level of naval escalation. If
such attacks become frequent, the Indian Ocean could
transform from a cooperative maritime space into a
volatile battleground. India must therefore respond
with urgency but caution. Diplomatic channels with all
sides should be activated to emphasise the sanctity of
maritime stability in the region. At the same time,
India’s naval surveillance and preparedness in the
Indian Ocean must be strengthened to ensure that
external conflicts do not endanger its coastline or ship-
ping routes.

ead more on www.epaper.lokmal.com/lokmattimes
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OPINION

Next leap for Indian healthcare

Digital health, telemedlcme, Al-supported triage, and portable dlagnostlcs can be enablers

ndia’s healthcare story over the

past decades has been one of

remarkable expansion. From

limited infrastructure to one of
the largest clinical ecosystems in
the world, from episodic public health
responses to globally admired vac-
cination and pandemic management
strategies; India has demonstrated
resilience and scale. But as I shared
during my recent interaction at the
Lokmat Times Healthcare Excellence
Awards, the next chapter of Indian
healthcare cannot be about expansion
alone. It must be about evolution
from access to equity, from fragmen-
tation to integration, and from treat-
ment to intelligence.

Access must become equity
While India has improved physical
access to healthcare, true healthcare
justice demands equitable access; re-
gardless of geography, income, or
social background. The reality today
is that healthcare delivery remains
uneven with various disparities rang-
ing between urban vs rural, public
vs private or specialist vs primary.
The future must ensure that quality
care is not determined by postal
code. Digital health, telemedicine,
Al-supported triage, and portable
diagnostics can help bridge this gap
by bringing expertise to the patient
rather than forcing the patient to
chase expertise. Healthcare must
move from being location-dependent
to being patient-centric.

From fragmented

to seamless care

Today's healthcare journey in India
is often fragmented. Patients navigate
multiple providers, disconnected
records, repeated tests, and incon-
sistent advice. The next evolution
must create a seamless continuum
of care. This means:, there should
integrated care pathways, shared
digital health records, continuity be-
tween primary, secondary, and terti-
ary care. Healthcare must no longer
function as isolated silos but as an
interconnected ecosystem. The goal
should be simple: A patient’s health-
care journey should feel continuous
and not episodic.

Health data in the

hands of patients

Transparency is the backbone of
trust. India must move toward a sys-
tem where health data is not locked
within institutions but is accessible
to patients at their fingertips. Pa-
tient-owned digital health records
will certainly improve continuity of
care, reduce duplication of tests, em-

Healthcare is now not confined within hasmtal walls. A simple mobile device

a di; tool. A
becomes the bridge.
EER

power informed decision-making,
enable second opinions and improve
accountability.

A transparent system is not just
ethical, it is efficient. To enable this,
structured data entry must become
mandatory for all healthcare prac-
titioners across public and private
sectors. Clinical documentation
should be viewed not as bureaucracy
but as national health infrastructure.
Without data, there is no

the clinic, and technology

passive learners into active prob-
lem-solvers. India’s future healthcare
breakthroughs may well emerge from
today’s classrooms.

To enable this transformation,
policy must prioritise:

W Universal digital health records
owned by patients

W Mandatory structured clinical data
entry across all providers

™ Expansion of MD-PhD pathways
to build clinician-scientists

W Early research exposure for
medical students

W Interdisciplinary innovation
ecosystems within medical
campuses

W Collaboration between medicine,
engineering, and management
institutions

not be defined by how many hospitals
we build; but by how intelligently,
inclusively, and transparently we de-
liver care.

Healthcare must move from being
infrastructure-driven to intelligence-
driven. By aligning policy with tech-
nology, research, and patient empow-
erment, India can build a system
that is equitable, seamless, and
globally future-ready The moment
to transition from scale to strategy
isnow.

In this image, healthcare is not
confined within hospital walls. A
simple mobile device becomes a dia-
gnostic tool. A community becomes
the clinic. Technology becomes the
bridge. For millions across India, ac-
cess to healthcare still depends on

4
The new imperative
Tomorrow's healthcare challenges
will require collaboration across dis-
ciplines. Medical colleges must evolve
into interdisciplinary innovation

With data, there is empowerment.

Building a research-led
healthcare future

India’s next leap must be powered
by knowledge. We need to cultivate
a strong clinician-scientist workforce
by mainstreaming MD-PhD path-
ways. Doctors trained in both clinical
medicine and research will help India
generate indigenous solutions for its
unique disease burden from diabetes
to infectious diseases to emerging
lifestyle disorders. Research must
not remain confined to elite insti-
tutes. District hospitals, teaching in-
stitutions, and private hospitals must
become contributors to knowledge;
not just consumers.

Empowering students

as innovators

Innovation begins early. Medical stu-
dents must be exposed to research,
design thinking, and digital health
tools from the start. Structured men-
torship, protected research time, and
innovation funding can transform

hubs; where intersects with
engineering, data science, manage-
ment, and public policy. Imagine
healthcare campuses where [IT-style
innovation labs and IIM-style health
systems incubators coexist within
medical colleges and hospitals. Such
collaborations can accelerate devel-
opments of healthcare start-ups, af-
fordable devices, predictive Al tools,
efficient care models, and scalable
public health solutions. Healthcare
innovation must move from isolated
brilliance to structured teamwork.

The road ahead

India has built the foundation of ac-
cess. Now it must build the frame-
work of equity, integration, trans-
parency, and intelligence. By em-
bracing technology, nurturing re-
search culture, empowering students,
promoting MD-PhD training, man-
dating structured data systems, and
fostering interdisciplinary collabo-
ration, India can transform its health-
care system into one that is seamless,
equitable, and future-ready. The next
chapter of Indian healthcare will

dist: affordability, and availabil-
ity of specialists. In many villages
and underserved regions, seeking
care means travelling long distances,
losing daily wages, or delaying treat-
ment altogether. This moment cap-
tures a different possibility, where
care meets the patient where they
live, Digital tools, portable screening
methods, and community-based
health engagement can transform
how healthcare is delivered shifting
from institution-centred systems to
people-centred care. When technol-
ogy is placed in the hands of frontline
workers, healthcare becomes imme-
diate, inclusive, preventive, and em-
powering.

Such models reduce dependency
on physical infrastructure alone and
ensure that quality care does not re-
main the privilege of urban pop-
ulations. The future of healthcare
lies not only in building more hospi-
tals, but in extending intelligence,
, and compassion into the
Because true healthcare
access is achieved not when services
exist — but when they reach the
people who need them most.

The author is Senior Consultant
and Research Head, NHGEI (@ Tan
Tock Seng Hospital, Singapore.
Views expressed are personal.

Digital arrests and helpless govt

)

Abhilash Khandekar
POLITICS & BEYOND

s newer technologies are in-

creasingly enveloping

human lives in all possible

spheres of activity, one is
not able to decide if it'sa true blessing
for humanity or a bane in disguise
for people-educated and not-so edu-
cated.

The frightening cases of digital
crimes such as virtual arrests have
added to the enlarging list of crimes
in a developing Indian society. As if
thefts, rapes, murders, financial
scams, land grabbing and road acci-
dents were not enough, the digital
scams are throwing new challenges
before law enforcing agencies and
ordinary citizens. It has added to the
existing insecurities among common
men from all shades of goons who
are thriving with political support.

The latest digital arrest comes
from Indore, the commercial capital
of MP. A retired government official
was duped after imposters, claiming
to be from Pune as Anti-Terrorist
Squad (ATS) officers, digitally ar-
rested an elderly couple. They swin-
dled almost all of their life savings
worth ¥1.50 crore. This is not an iso-
lated case, neither the first of its kind
nor the last. In January there was a
report of a 77-year-old NRI woman
who was defrauded of 14 crore in
Delhi. The scammers posed as TRAI
(Telecom Regulatory Authority of
India) officials. Before that in Gur-
gaon, another woman was kept under
digital arrest for a number of days,
and the scammers took away about

Rs six crores. One can only imagine
the harrowing times she may have
undergone and what may have hap-
pened to her after the scary incident.
Recovering lost money and recovering
mental trauma are both humongous
challenges for those who are subjected
to such crimes. The Oswal case is
too well known to be repeated.

The digital arrest scams are rel-
atively new in India. They show how
an innocent Indian is deeply scared
of institutions like police, judiciary,
RBI, other banks, CBI, Narcotics wing
of police, ATS or Income Tax depart-
ment ete. It is these regulatory de-
partments with powers to punish of-
fenders which are being misused to
threaten people, having not violated
any law. The fear factor works in
these cases, unfortunately. Ideally,
government institutions are friends
of the people; police provide security
against criminals but here the very
institutions are seen as 'S:

While the thugs with no fear of
punishment are definitely to be
blamed for harassing innocent fam-
ilies, the rising number of unchecked
scams like digital arrests also portray
the above-mentioned institutions in
extremely poor light. Why should an
innocent harbour fear of CBI or RBI?
Those who have not committed any
crime should be trusting these gov-
ernment institutions.

How have people come to believe
that these government institutions
would behave like extortionists? Is
this the image our police force or in-
come tax officials have built over the
years? I feel this is a crisis of con-
fidence in these institutions due to
some black sheep that are present in
every system.

Realising the unstoppable inci-
dents of digital arrests which deliver
a lasting blow to the psyche of those
who have been fleeced after threats
of dire the government

That is a tragedy!

has ramped up efforts to combat dig-

ital frauds. National Cybercrime Re-
porting Portal claims to take swift
action against the fraudsters or the
newly set up Indian Cyber Crime Co-
ordination Center (14C), under which
the Union Home Ministry is providing
cybercrime prevention resources to
different agencies. Are they suffi-
cient?

‘We also see increased public aware-
ness campaigns on TV with the gov-
ernment using celebrities to dissem-
inate messages that how people
should protect themselves from cy-
bercrimes, but there are no signs of
any let-up in the ongoing scams, as
is proved from the Indore incident
which came to light this March.

Sociologists argue that as pop-
ulations grow and new technologies
are invented, crime graph would tend
to show northward trends. Factually
speaking, over the centuries very few
crimes have actually disappeared
from the society.

With Narendra Modi having as-
cended power 12 years ago, his slogan
of ‘Na Khaunga, Na Khane Doonga’
gave a guarantee to people that the
society would be cleansed of many
ills such as corruption. Voters be-
lieved that the rule of law which had
withered during the Congress rule,
was getting back to comfort the cit-
izens. But it was not to be. The fear
factor of a strict government and a
non-nonsense PM is not deterring
these cyber criminals at all. And with
Artificial Intelligence here to stay,
voters would expect more from the
government as a security cover from
New India’s new criminals. Will the
Govt oblige?

The author is a senior journalist.
Views expressed are personal.
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Anecessaryreset
for India, Canada

ilateral relations between India and Canada have

undergone a reset with the visit of Prime Minister

Mark Carney, his talks with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, and the agreements signed by the two countries.
Relations came under severe strain during the tenure of
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, who had raised allegations
of Indianinvolvementinthe killing of Khalistan leader Har-
deep Singh Nijjar in Canada. Ties improved after Carney
assumed officelastyear: high-level visits resumed, and talks
onatradeagreementrestarted. Beyond the bilateral recon-
nection, this presents an opportunity for the two countries,
which have been affected by the United States’ tariff poli-
cies, to strengthen their trade and economic partnership.
In January, Carney called at the World Economic Forum
for middle powers to come together to defend themselves
against; great power hegemony

Them among theagr disthe
$2. 6—billmn 10-year deal involving the supply of Canadian
uranium for Indian nuclear reactors. It transcends com-
mercial interests and signifies a strong strategic collabo-
ration. Greater cooperation in the
nuclear domain has been envisaged,
with a plan to build large and small
reactors in India using Canadian ex-
pertise. The two countries alsosigned
agreements on bilateral cooperation
in renewable energy, cultural and
technological exchanges, and eritical
minerals. The new Strategic Energy
Partnership, which covers nuclear,
LNG,solarenergy,and hydrogen, will
help India meet its growing energy
needs. Both Prime Ministersaffirmed
thatan India-Canada economic part-
nershipagreementwill be finalised by
theend of thisyear, aimed atdoubling bilateral trade to $50
billion by 2030. This will extend already robust economic
ties. Canada has made majnr mvesrments in India in the
Iast25years About600C: operate
in India, while many Indian companies have a presence in
Canada. A defence dialogue to support maritime security
cooperationin the Indo-Pacifichas also been planned.
Strong peuple to- people relations between the two

countr ionedas partofthereset. Canada
hasanIndiandiasporaofabout1.8 million Indo-Canadians
and over a million non-resident Indians. There are about
400,000 Indian students in Canada, which is twice the
number in the US and four times the number in the UK.
Improved relations between the two countries can signifi-
cantlyelevateareas of mutual interesttodomains of stable,
long-term association. In this new round of agreements,
India and Canada have an opportunity to reforge ties and
make up for lost time.

Renewed
cooperation
inenergy and
trade furthers
reconnection

efforts after
years of
diplomatic
chill

BEYOND KHAMENEI

Noendgamein
Trump’s Irangamble

The Islamic Republic’s
political structures are
likely to endure, deferring
the objectives of the
US-Israel offensive

VAPPALA BALACHANDRAN

s the United States-Israel war
againstlran threatensanextend-
d phase of instability for West
Asia, several questions remain unan-
swered. Is it, as economist and public
policy analyst Jeffrey Sachs says, “a
war forcontrol of the Middle East... for
control of the oil of the Middle East™?
Does this explain why President
Donald Trump suddenly escalated his
policy, on February 28, from Mar-a-
Lago when three rounds of talks were
already held in Geneva between his
special representatives and Iranian
Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi, even
ashe continued toassemble American
forcesaround Iran? Whywas February
28 chosen to launch ‘Operation Epic
Fury?Elliott Abrams, senior fellow for
Middle Eastern Studies at the Council
on Foreign Relations (CFR), reported
that the decision to attack Iran might
have been made during Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu'svisitto
‘Washington on February11.
Questions have arisen regarding
links to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s visit to Israel two days before
the attack. The operation had no con-
nection with Modi’s visit, according
to the Israeli Ambassador to India,
Reuven Azar. He said an “operational
opportunity” that arose after Modi left
Israel wasgranted finalapproval by Is-
rael’s security cabinet on the morning
of February 28. This “operational op-
portunity”runs contrarytothe negotia-
tionsthat were going on. CFR, the New
York-based think tank, in its February
26 daily news brief, quoted Oman’s
mediator as saying that both Iran
and the US demonstrated “unprece-
dented openness to new and creative
ideas and solutions” during the Steve
Witkoff-Araghchi talks, and that both
Tmmp and Araghdn mammmed that

Turkey. Saudi Arabia, and Egypt had
changed their stance. These govern-
ments, which onceurged the UStodeal
with Iran and the ‘Axis of Resistance,’
were advocating negotiations, consid-
ering that the “greatest risks are now
an expansionist and aggressive Israel,
and the chaos ofa potentially collapsed
Iranian State”.

‘Theywerealsoworried thatachange
ofregimein Iran, asin the case of what
America did in Iraq, would revitalise
the Islamic State. The final riddle is:
Why didn't Iran’s supreme leader,
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, move into a
safe bunker when President Trump’s
and Prime Minister Netanyahu’s pub-
lic pronouncements made it clear he

On March 3, Trump laid out his ob-
Jjectives for the war: destroying Iran’s
missile capabilities, annihilating its
navy, ending its nuclear ambitions,
preventing the arming of terrorists,
and forcing regime change.

Are these objectives achievable?
CFR,which didasurvey, found itnear-
ly impossible for the US and Israel to
topple the theocratic regime even if
Iranis heavily debilitated after the war.
The reason is the very structure of the
Islamic Republic, “an ideological sys-
tem withamulti-layered elite and base
of support™. It is not a one-man show.
Although all decisions were taken in
the name of Khamenei, experts like
ValiNasr, author of ran’s Grand Strat-
egy: A Political History, believe thatin
the multi-nodal Iranian theocracy and
defence establishment, decisions are
taken at different levels. He refers toa
complex decision-making process in-
volving the Assembly of Experts that
determinessuccessionand advises the
supreme leader, the Islamic Revolu-
tionary Guard Corps (IRGC), and the
clerical councils.

This is probably why the IRGC’s
Quds Force was not blunted even after
the USkilled Qasem Soleimani on Jan-
uary 3, 2020. Soleimani was the most
charismaticand mostfeared face ofthe
Quds Force, which focuses on uncon-
ventional warfare and extraterritorial
The system of decentrali-

would be targeted?

The February 28 decision by Trump
and Netanyahu tolaunch theoperation
compares implausibly with the White
Houseannouncementon February12,
after the Israeli Prime Minister’s vis-
it, that no “definitive” agreement was
reached between the US and Israel on
“how to move forward with Iran”. Nor
did Trump hint at this possibility in his
Stateofthe Unionaddress on February
24. Accordingtotheassessment by the
Car ...r]_memanmm
Peace, Trumpdropped from

sation “still provides the regimewith a
cadre prepared

power”. Middle East experts say that
thetheocracy will likelysurvive the lat-
est bombing - “battered and bruised
butstanding”.

Ray Takeyh, senior fellow for Middle
East Studies at the CFR, believes that
the West could have secured better div-
idends without this war. He says that
Araghchi had tabled proposals that
called for the suspension of uranium
enrichment for several years before
allowing it to then resume at low lev-
els. Linda Robi CFR’s senior fel-

“much of the threatening language
about the massive military buildup in
theregion”.

Theregime will resist
Theonlyclueasto why this decision was

Oman to pr EVL‘I'Ila waru did notwant?

This was because most of the US
allies currently targeted by Iran (Sau-
di Arabia, Kuwait, Qatar, the UAE,
and Bahrain) had changed their as-
of the threats from Iran.

Another credibility
testfor KPSC

he latest controversy surrounding the Karnataka
Public Service Commission (KPSC) is depressingly
familiar. Allegations of irregularities inthe Gazetted
Probanoners (Group A and B) mains exammatlon have

t

one haken publicconfidencei
to be the guardian of merit. That Chief Secretary Shalini
Rajneesh sought a detailed report from the Commission
underscures theseriousness of the charges. Among theal-

e claims that 10 to 12 candi d

whoappeared
from the same examination hall were shortlisted for the
interview. This parallels the 2021 PSI recruitment scam
during the BJP tenure, where students in specific rooms
were allowed to indulge in malpractices and secure high
ranks. Home Minister G Parameshwara has said account-
ability will be fixed if wrongdoing is established, but given
the Commission’s chequered history, public scepticism is
understandable.

The Commission hasflatly deniedanymalpractice. KPSC
Secretary K Jyothi has termed the allegations baseless,
arguing that with over 5,700 candidates and about 24
examinees per room, such clustering
of ranks s statistically plausible. She
has also said an internal verification
is underway and that a comprehen-
sive report will be submitted to the
Chief Secretary. That defence may
be technically sound, butitdoes ittle
to assuage public suspicion. Formed
in 1951 as a constitutional body to
insulate recruitment from political
and personal influence, the KPSC’s
record has been marred by recurring
scandals: the Gazetted Probationers
scams of 1998-2004, the 2011 bribe-
for-job expose that led to an entire
recruitmentbeing scrapped, and the 2023 Assistant Execu-
tive Engineercaseinvolving OMR tampering. Each episode
has eroded credibility. Little wonder that several govern-
mentdepartments have chosen to bypass the Commission
in recent years. But parallel recruitment processes have
proved no cleaner; highlighting that corruptioni
rather thaninstitution- or party-specific.

The P C Hota Committee had earlier proposed reforms
to cleanse the recrurtment system but most of its recom-
d.Theanswer doesnot
lie in ad hoc workarounds but in comprehensive reform.
People of proven integrity must be appointed not only at
thehelmbut across oper'\uonal Ievels Comxpmff icersand
theec ftouts mustk d. The Lokayukta
must play a far more proactive role in safeguarding the
sanctity of the selection process. Transparency, tech-
nnlogical safeguards, and external oversight must be

d notmoneyor proximity,
deudeswho servesthestate. The KPSCmustevolveintoan
institution where merit is the sole currency, rather than a
marketplace where public offices are auctioned.

Asalleged
irregularities
erode public
trust,
transparency

and stronger
oversight
become
non-negotiable

emain

Chatham House, the London-based
international affairs think tank, in
its February 19 assessment, said Qatar,

changedis possibly the BBCsmlerpre
tation a[ theMar-a-L that

low, also feels that there will be mass
American casualties if special forces
are deployed. The consensus among
CFRexpertsisthat Trump’sambitious
objectives cannot be achieved merely
with jointassaults by air or sea.
Finally, contrary to what Trump

Trumpand Netanyahuviewed “the Ira-
nian leadership as at its weakest point
i foryears, withitsallied mi
litias in the region decimated after the
Gazawar”. Did Trump believe that this
would be as easy as the Venezuela-Ma-
duro operation? Or was this decrslon
made only fi

said about Ali Khamenei,
that he was unable toavoid American

SPEAKOUT
Nitish’s tenure as CM (of Bihar) willbe

rememberedasa
golden chapterin
Bihar’s history.
Babulal Marandi,
Jharkhand Assembly LoP

Praise undeserved, is satire in disguise.

Alexander Pope

TOBE PRECISE

SAVE THE WORLD-

o HUG YOUR FRIENDS
,;7 SO TIGHT THEY'RE

[MMOBILISED!

INPERSPECTIVE

When Al mirrors
genderbiases

Afeministapproach
will help data
design to be more
inclusive, preventing
areplication of
society’s biases

VARSHA SINGH

lhe recent India Al Im-
pact Summit, while
showcasing the coun-
ssadvanch hnolasical

ror"and “la enfermera™in
Spanish, reinforcing the no-
tion thatdoctors are maleand
nursesare female.

Similarly, many image rec-
ognition technologies have
been reported for bias in im-
ages corresponding to occu-
pations, A study observed this
during a keyword search on a
platform: for “nurse,” 80% of
the generated images were of
females, while searching for
“CEQ,” only 10% of the imag-
es shown were of females. In
reality, about 30%of the CEOs

capabilities, also raised con-
cerns over Al's ethical incon-
sxsrencres Itis now accepled

of
en. Such search results and
translations feed into existing
prejudices: :mq mislead people

thatb

about kforce.

", there are

that Khamenei. in the true spirit of
“martyrdom”,chose toremain outside
his bunker.

(Thewriterisa former special
secrcmry, Cabinet Secretariat;
: The Billion Press)

by algorithms and Al-based
products. This can be traced
to inherently discriminatory
training datasets and unequal
modes of data collection.
Industries are increasing-
ly loying Al systems to

RIGHT IN THEMIDDLE

Losingrank, gaining insight

Discipline is not confined
touniformsordrill
grounds—itis in the mind

1P ANAND
¢ Cadezs! Shaam paanch bajay

Major Saab ke samnay pheeti
waalon ka parade hoga"

The announcement came almost as
soon as we had arrived and settled in
the NCC camp. As a proud rank hold-
er, ] feltinstantly important. Puffed up
with pride, Ibegan toawait the evening
ceremony with great eagerness.

We assembled well before time. At
exactly five o'clock, Major Saab arrived.
Elegantly attired in military uniform,
with the national emblem shining on
his broad shoulders, he looked smart,
authoritative, and unmistakably strict.
Hisvery presence inspired awe.

The proceedings beganwithinspec-
tion. The Major moved down the line,
minutely examining uniforms, belt
buckles, boots, haircuts, and even nails.
When he stopped before me, my con-
fidence faltered. I was placed among
those declared “poorly dressed”—our
uniforms wrinkled and boots insuffi-
ciently polished. The consolation that

others shared my fate helped little; my
spirits had already sunk.

Nextcame the parade. “Saavdhaan!
Vishraam!Aagay badh! Peechay mud!”
Commands rang out sharply. Still
smarting from the inspection, I tried
to keep pace, but my half-heartedness
hampered it from happening. I missed
steps, lost rhythm, and struggled
through the exhausting forty minutes.

Then came the verdict. I stood
among four cadets declared “not fitfor
the rank”. My cherished chevron—the
badge of my being a Lance Naik—was
removed. Itwas humiliation piled upon
humiliation. This time, even shared
misfortune broughtnocomfort. Icould
onlyaccept thesetback in silence.

The camp schedule, however, al-
lowed little time for self-pity. For the
nexttendayswewereimmersedindrill
and parade; tracking and patrolling; ri-
fle practice; and camouflage and con-
cealment. Gradually, the sting of that
firstday faded intotherigourof routine.

The final day arrived with the val-
edictory function, which included a
cultural programme. Many hesitated
to perform before theimposing Major,
but some senior students broke the
ice. My friends then urged me to sing
aghazal. Reluctantly, | agreed and be-
gan my favourite, Marne ki duayen ki

unmaangoon..

As I sang, my initial hesitation dis-
solved. The familiar melody steadied
me; confidence replaced nervousness.
The audience responded warmly, and
by the final couplets, several voices
joined in. What had begun timidly
ended onanote of shared enjoyment.

The real surprise came during the
Major’saddress.

Refernng tomy pcrfurmance hcol:r
served that

had been

make important decisions at
a brisker pace. Algorithms
are deployed by companies to
shortlistcandidates for hiring,
byfinancial institutionstooffer
creditto customers, by health-
careworkers to prioritise can-
didates for vaccines, and in
multiple other fields. Howev-
er, since these algorithms are
a reflection of the prevalent
norms of society due to the
data fed into them, the result-
antgender bias may reinforce
stereotypes and discriminate
againstwomen.

A feminist lens is essential
for identifying and eliminat-
ing gender bias in the data
The times call for a

the parade. His remark was nenhcr

scnluny of data science from

Inclusion through
participatory design
Humans generate and collect
datathatgoesintothetraining
modules; humans determine
which datasets algorithms
can learn from to make pre-
dictions. These stages can
introduce human biases in an
algorithm, affirming a reality
~data cannot be truly neutral.
Such biases in algorithms can
be reformed by using a more
participatory process or de-
veloping better training data
modules that accommodate
diverse genders and commu-
nities. Another promising way
to correct these gender biases
would be to improve diversity
by increasing the representa-
tion of women in the tech in-
dustry.

Pnontmng gender justice
in data science can help in
creating more functional Al
systems. A 2020 study by Bo
Cowgill ez al. has shown that

harsh nor sarcastic—simply p

Yet it struck home with remarkable
clarity. He had noticed not just what [
did, buthow Ididit.

In that moment, disappointment
turned into understanding. Theloss of
my chevron was not merely a discipli-
naryaction; it wasa lesson. I had taken
oneresponsibility casuallywhile giving
mywhole heart to another. The differ-
encelay not inability. butin attitude.

That camp taught mesomething no
textbook could: discipline is not con-
fined to uniforms or drill grounds—it
isahabit of mind, Whatever we under-
take deserves our full commitment.
Certainly, sometimes we win; some-
times we learn —and often, it's losing
thatleaves us learned.

whatisbeing
termed “data feminism”.

In 2018, Amazon land-
ed in controversy when its
automated system to sort

diverse di groups
are better at reducing algo-
rithmic bias. Participatory
design in the development of
(echnoiogies would ensure

resumes of job i re-

gender indata

jected women's applications.
The algorithm’s preference
was based on the statistics of
the company’s existing work-
force, which consisted mostly
ofmen. The Al was trained to

collection can also be avoided
if the data analyst employs
personal modes of collection,
suchascrowdsourcing. A2019
UNESCO report on embed-
ding gendcr equality i into Al

reject women's lid

on dctcctmg terms like * f&
male”, “women’s college”
or “women’s team” on their
resumes. This demonstrates
how technology can perpetu-
ate existing biases.

credit indus-

LETTERSTOTHEEDITOR
Shameful surrender to casteism

Your editorial ‘Deep discrimination, cosmetic ﬁx
the caste discr

(March 5) rightly

in Shingatalur village, Gadag district, where Dalits
were denied haircuts by local barbers citing a “religious
tradition”. The Karnataka government’s decision to
open a separate government-run shop for Dalits isa
shameful indictment of our society, 76 years after

Security for Indians
abroad

Apropos ‘Indian labour in wartime
Israel’ (Mar 5), the growing presence
of Indian workers in global labour
markets raises concerns about safety
in conflict-affected regions. While op-
portunities provide better llvehhonds
stronger safeguardsare

of Equality.

ble contracts and proactive consular
support can protect workers, Eco-
nomic opportunity should go hand-
in-hand with dignity and security for
Indian citizens working abroad.
Sakshi Kumari, Bengaluru

Be considerate

The Karnatak'\ Electrlcxry Regu-
latory C s tariff hike for

‘Transparent recruitment, enforcea-

commercial units and reduction

Independence. All citizens are equal, yet some

are treated as ‘more equal’ than others. As Martin
Luther King Jr said, “Injustice anywhere is a threat
to justice everywhere”. It’s time to fight against such
discrimination and uphold the Constitution’s ideal

M Basavaraj, Davanagere

for agricultural pumpsets is noted.
However, suitable relief could be
considered for establishments suf-
fering losses, based on audit reports.
AK Shariff, Bengaluru

Our readers are welcome to email letters to:
letters@deccanherald.co.in (only letters
emailed — not handwritten — will be accepted).
All letters must carry the sender’s postal
address and phone number.

tries have faced criticism for
discriminating against wom-
en in the allocation of credit.
In a striking case of algorith-
mic bias, a 2019 incident re-
vealed thata woman and her
husband reported the same
income, expenses, and debt,
butacredit card

pr tantdoc-
ument in this regard. Moving
pastthegenderbinary, valuing
multiple forms of knowledge,
and using data to challenge
unequal power structures are
some healthy practices that
could help fill gender gaps in
data. The National Council of
German Women’s Organisa-
tions has published a policy
paper titled ‘Achieving a gen-
der-equitable digital transfor-
mation’,whereinscholars have
cometogethertodevise ethical
principles for deslgmng gen-

the woman’s credit limit to al-

mosthalftl allotted

der-

lmprovmg the approach to
design AL

toher

Moreover, feedback loops
between data inputs and out-

morejust
andrepresentativeworld. Eth-
icaldatagovernanceshould be

putstend infc

stereotypes and prejudices
about gender roles. For in-
stance, translation software
often 1 gender-neu-

atop priority for all stakehold-
ersinvolved. Conversationson
genderarevital in creating in-
clusive, socially beneficial data

tral English terms into stere-
otypical, gendered words in
otherlanguages, suchasSpan-
ish. A researcher noted thata

ion would

d AL The challeng-
esare manifold, but aslong as
critical enquiry is not muted,
thereishope.

(’f/m writer is a judge based
in R han, with an avid

convert “the doctor”and “the
nurse” in English to “e/ doc-

interest in gender studies and
human rights)
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Former MLC and Telangana Jagruthi
Jounder K Kavitha, suspended from
the BRS founded by her father and
Telangana patriarch K Chandrashekar
Rao, is now gearing up to launch a new
political party. Fresh from her acquit-
tal by atrial court in the Delhi excise
policy scam case and receiving a steady
stream of visitors offering congratu-
lations, Kavitha spoke to DH about
how the Rouse Avenue court’s verdict
exposes the misuse of State agencies.
Excerpts:

® What is your reaction to the Delhi
court's verdict on the excise policy
case?

The verdict has fully exposed the
victimisation and political motiva-

tion behind this false case. We have
said from the beginning that we had
nothing to do with it. We are clean, and
the court’s judgment has reinforced

K Kavitha, Telangana
Jagruthi founder and
Jormer MLC, in
conversation with
SNV Sudhir

THE

tribute wrongdoing based on who they
arerather (han onwhat they've done

that. Moreover, the court’s
on certain matters are revealing. It
exposes how agencies were misused,
especially regarding regionalism. How
canyou label someone froma “south
group”, club people together, and at-

wrong? Another isthatyou
may curtail a person’s freedom, but
how will you give it back once proven
wrong? That’s what happened to me.
My teenage child was writing board
exams when I was sent to jail; that time

cannot be brought back. The stress my
son, my family, and T endured, plus the
damage to reputation over four years,
was horrible for a woman. The online
harassment peaked in my case.

® You also spoke about the misuse of
agencies by governments.

One hundred percent. I believe itis the
first time in history where the court
ordered a probe into one investi-
gating officer—I gathered this from
newspapers, as | haven't read the full
Jjudgment yet. That shows how the
Jjudiciary sliced through the web of lies,
getting to the bottom of the issue. They
refused to frame charges based on
mere allegations, deeming them base-
less without concrete logic—nothing,
buta political vendetta. The court has
established this fact, and I'm happy to
be out peacefully.

® Going forward, what are your
plans?

We will launch a political party in

the next two months—a regional,
Telangana-focused party. [ will work to
restore people’s faith in the Telangana

cause and identity. In the last 12 years,
that faith has faded. BRS ignored those
who fought for the state; Congress
welcomed everyone else but sidelined
Telangana’s people, identity, and
culture, which we fought for all those
years. My party’s motherboard will be
Telangana; the rest will follow.

® When you say the last 10 years,
thatincludes BRS (or TRS) rule under
your father, K Chandrashekar Rao.
Are you saying BRS, too, failed in
restoring the Telangana spirit or
culture?

See, I was part of BRS for 10 years but
expelled in the last eight months. In
my Janambata tour of Telangana dur-
ing my suspension, I first apologised
to families of Telangana martyrs and
those who fought for the state. Despite
being in a party that fought for Tel-

‘BRSfailed, now Cong isfailing the state. Willfightfor Telangana identity, welfare’

poorest areas like Achampet and Mah-

bubnagar. No change since the days
of the agitation: the same villages, the

same situations. Over the past 12 years,

BRS failed them; Congress is failing
them now. Someone must voice itand
fight,and I am taking that forward,
hoping for people’s support.

® Can you replace the BRS as oppo-
sition? With the BJP, BRS, and ruling
Congressalready there, is there
space?

The BJP and BRS failed to expose
Congress' failures, so Congress

won municipalities despite
doing nothing, not even
providing uninterrupted
power. Why did urban
voters choose Congress?
No opposition stood tall
calling out failures. We

BJP-everybody. No allies now. My
primary interest is Telangana’s people.
Congress did nothing for Telangana;
the BJP did nothing; the BRS tried but
failed in core areas— Neelu (water),
Nidhulu (budget), and Niyamakalu
(jobs) - that we fought for. Fail there,
and what's left? That’s what myvillage
travels reveal. Meagre changes in most
places, nothing in many after 12 years.

® You're compared to Y S Sharmila,
partyin
It’s sad a woman launching a party gets
compared to another woman who did.
But many men launched and failed,
like Devender Goud, Chiranjeevi,
Indra Reddy, Chenna Reddy,
and hundreds more. It's unfair
to compare. Our histories are
different. 'm not Sharmila; she’s
notme. I'm like KCR. Compare

angana, I couldn’t do much, but Twill aim to play that role
now. I'stand by that. I take my shareof ~ now and hope to
responsibility in the party’s negativ- come to power
ities, no doubt. Now, after 12 years, after elections.
going to people previously confinedto ~ Whomam |

Nizamabad by protocol, strategy, or
design, I've visited Adilabad and the

fighting? BRS,
Congress.

me to him; he floated a party

and succeeded. Why not
think [ can too? It may
take time, but you

A can't compare
7 ‘ applesand
oranges. —

Chinaannounced a 7% increase in military spending and a five-year plan to try
toreduce its military and industry’s reliance on Western technology

CHRIS BUCKLEY AND LILY KUO

rom its strikes on Iran to its
global tariffs, the United States
has wielded military force and
economic threats toimpose its
will. China’s top leader, Xi Jin-
ping,ispreparing forthiseraof
penluus nva]ry by pounng resources into
artificial
and otherstrategictechnologies, whilealso
expanding the country’sarmed forces.

Details of Xi'sambitious plan for the next
five years of China’s technological ascent
were released at a meeting of the national
legislature in Beijing on Thursday. The ap-
proach reflects Xi's view that competition
with the US will ultimately be decided by
technological innovation that drives eco-
nomic, militaryand cultural strength.

The plan calls for fostering new engines
of economic growth in emerging indus-
tries like quantum computing, bio-man-
ufacturing, hydrogen and fusion energy,
brain-computer interfaces, embodied
intelligence and 6G mobile networks. “In
the midst of fierce international competi-
tion, we must win the strategic initiative,”
the plansaid.

As China’s relationship with the US has
deteriorated, threatening Beijing’s access
to US technology, leaders in Beijing see
achieving self-reliance as ever more ur-
gent. Xi himselfsaid in October that China
should “seize thiswindow of opportunity to

i d dq "

EvenasXiis preparing tohost President
Donald Trumpinearly April totrytoextend
atradetruce, heisdoublingdownonastrat-
egy of ensuring that China’s economy and
militaryare not vu]nerable to being cutoff
from ad h
crmcal tcchnulog!cs from the West.

view that Wash-
mgton will continue trying to constrain
China’s technological development,” said
Gerard DiPippo,anassociatedirectorofthe
ChinaResearch CentreatRand, aresearch
organisation. “Thatbeliefunderpinstheur-
gency behind sel!—reliance el‘l‘cns."
Th

Inariskierera, Chinabets
ontechtoresist USpressure

purges that have removed his top generals
and left key leadership posts vacant. The
governmentsaid Thursday thatitwouldin-
crease its military spending by 7% this year
relative to last year, bringing its outlay to
about $277 billion—about one-third of the

enhance”thecountry’
tageinrareearths, exponsof ‘which Beulng
hadrestricted inresponse to the US tariffs,
before the two sides agreed to pause retal-
iatory measures. Separately, the plan also
called for mcngthemng China’s ability to

proposed military

spendmg forthe 2026 fiscal year.

But Xi has indicated that long-term
victory depends less on raw spending and
more on the country’s ability to dominate
mdusmes of the future. The new plan calls

counter: ference.
The ongoing US-Israeli strikes on Iran
and America’s attack on Venezuela in Jan-
uary—whichledto the capture of President
NlcolasMaduroand lakecverof that coun-
hi-

neseleaders wanness of'Irump. said Dan-
iel R Russel, a former assistant secretary

fortech
in the development of medicines as well as
in deep sea mlnmg and fusion energy re-
search. The term “artificial intelli is
cited over 50 times.
Inareaslike Al robotics, g
puting and 6G, “I think there’s a strong
sense among Chmas policymakers that

Lincluding

ABIGAIL CHINZAH

e Mizoram Legislative
Assembly’s unanimous
passage of the Mizo Mar-

riageand Inheritanceof Property
(Amendment) Act in Februnry
2026 marksarevisi

Equalityvs tradition
in Mizoram

reservation benefits. In contrast,
Mizo men who marry non-Mizo
women retain their tribal iden-
tity and pass it to their spouses
and children. Mizoran’s largest
women's organisation, the Mizo
Hmeichhe Insulhkhawm P‘\Wl

ary famxly law in the state. The

(MHIP), d
o[theamendmenLca]]mgnt un-
safe™and “i " forwom-

bans pe my
and bigamy, requires divorcees
to produce a divorce certificate
before remarriage, and allows
women to claim up to haif of
propertyacquired jointlyduring
marriage in the event of sepa-
ration. These measures aim to
modernise Mizo customary law
by strengthening women'’s eco-
nomic rights and reinforcing

en.Activistsand membersofthe
Mizo diaspora argue that the
law legitimises a discriminatory
double standard by penalising
women who marry outside the
community. Supporters argue
the amendment reflects long-
standing customary practices
and the right of tribal communi-
tiestodefinemembership. Inthe

riage norm:
Yet the legislation also intro-

ly 3 Bar-

duces a controversial clause on
inter-community marriage that
has triggered debate over gen-

der equality and identity rights.

AL

ure would help prevent cultural
assimilation and preserve Mizo
identity. According tocustomary
undersmndmg,lme’\gemldmon-

Under the ded law, Mizo
women who marry non-Mizo
men lose their recognised Mizo
identity and are no longer eli-
gible for the protections of the
Act, including their children’s

DH ILLUSTRATION: DEEPAK HARICHANDAN entitlement to Tribe

ally

Nevertheless, the pmvnsmn
raises constitutional concerns,
as Indian constitutional princi-
ples, particularly equality before
the Iaw sn - uneasily with gen-
ds inidentity

(ST) status. This departs from
the earlier 2014 Act, which ap-
plied to all Mizos regardless of
whomtheymarried. Ineffect, the
amendment applies only when
both spouses are Mizo or when
the husband is Mizo, excluding
Mizowomenwhomarryoutside

rights. The Supreme Court has
repeatedlyheldthatcasteortrib-
alstatusis primarily determined
bybirthand cannotautomatical-
lybelostthrough marriage. Ithas
alsoaffirmed thata woman does
not lose her SC or ST status by
marrying outside her commu-
nity and lhat children may (‘laim

Sets economy’s growth target
below 5% for first time in decades

EveryMarch, China’s leaders gather
inBeijing’s G{eat Hall of the People

the community.
Some provisions are widely
viewed as pr ive, particu-

larly the prohibition of polygamy,
which codifies what had long
been a social norm in Mizoram,
where Christian values discour-
aged bigamousmarriages. More

wouldbebelow 5%, whereithasbeen
forthe past threeyears, was a parlour

muchtheworld’s
second-largest economy is expected to
grow thatyear. It doesn’t change much
fromyeartoyear.

On Thursday, the target for 2026
wassetat between 4.5%and 5%. It was
the first timein more than three dec-
adesthatthe benchmark was placed

Chinawatchers.
Dan Wang, adirector on Eurasia
Group's China team, said the govern-

significantly, the Act introduces
property rights for women by
allowing a divorced spouse, usu-

lineageifrai t ial
environment. Even the govern-
ment circulars cited in support
of the amendment, including a
1977 Home Ministry note and a
2019 directive from the Ministry
of Social Justice, do not endorse
a blanket prohibition. They em-
phasise case-by-case evaluation

ment isaware of the domestic econom- allythewife, toclaimupto50%of - andallow the possibility thatchil-
icproblems and the lower target sig- jointly anunred matr las-  drenrai ithintheirmother
nalsthatitis willing to tolerate slower sets. Thi riticism: lhar tribal y qualify for
near-termgrowth whileit focuses on customary laws treated women tnb:)l certifi (:mon

Ianger term srnlcluralﬁxes id i reflects a

below the 5% mark, and rep an
fficial acknowledgment that Chinais

onaslower growth path.
Th

economic security after divorce.
By recognising contributions of
both partners, the amendment

htarget,
Chinasaidits central budget deficit
would bearound 4% of the size of the

om-

of state for East Asian and P:

theUS,"saidKyle

“Donald Trump may think he s demon
strating military strength that will intimi-
date Beijing,” said Russel, a distinguished
fellow at the Asia Society Policy Institute.
“But his actions in Venezue!a and Iranare

focusing on Ch

The goals laid out in the plan are like
“huge flashing lights that orient central
bureaucrats, local officials,

Chan a (ellow at lhe Broukmy lnsurutmn

cameatthe
startofthe National People’s Congress,
the meeting of China’s Communist
Party-controlled legislature, when
leaders reveal the, govemment 'smain

ial policies.

priorities for the

year.The unvclllngof thegrowth target

g1 oduct moves towards gender parity in
—roughly inline with last year’slevel.

broader tension between tribal
autonomy and constitutional
equality. While Article 371G
grants Mizoram authority over

marital property rights. customary laws, such autonomy
The deficit target setsa direction for However. these reforms have  does notexistoutside democrat-
central government borrowing, which dowed by theiden- icand values. The

can offer hints about plans for fiscal
stimulus. But provincial and local gov-
ernmentsalsodoalot of borrowing.

tity clause on inter-community
marriages. Chief Minister Laldu-
homa explained that traditional
Mizo custom viewed a woman

and multinationals on rhe

lytodrive B ’sdetermination
tohardenitscapacitytoresistthe USand to
tightenitsalignment with Russia.”
'IofomfyChmaagams(pcrcewedthreats
Xiisalso 1 buildup

country's priorities for the next five years,”
said Scott Kennedy, a researcher at the
Cenne for Strateglc and lnlernatlonal

marrying outside the tribe as

by ket Inrecentyears, China hasendured
dome: it laysout th il f d initsds it
y'sofficials, including China’s Avtrade war with President
leader Xx.lmpmg,lnapohucal system  Donald Trump, currentlyinan uneasy

heavilydirected fromtop levels, the
number can offer cluesabout plans for

ofa

“entering” her husband’s family
and losing her place in the Mizo
community. Under the new law,
if a Mizo woman marries a non-
Mizo man, she forfeits her Mizo

truce, has caused China toredirect
its considerable exports, pressuring
businessesand causing factories to

ofthePeople’s Liberation Army forces, even
after eviscerating its high command with

breakthroughs The New York Times

hmasdnvel’or

whether the target

ble for new markets. NYT identity, and her children be-

comeineligible for ST statusand

state’s legal review committee,
including representatives from
women’s organisations, did not
unanimously support the iden-
tity clause, and the chief minis-
ter acknowledged the need for
further review. For now, the law
remains in force, though its im-
plications remain uncertain.
(The writer is a PhD scholar,
Department of Political Science,
St Joseph’s University, Bengaluru)
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90bus passengers feared dead

Mandya, March 5

About 90 persons were killed today when
aprivate bus carrying nearly 100 passen-
gers plummeted into the Maddur Main
CanalatDudda, near| here Amarriage

Jayadrops Cong, TMC;
strikes deal with PMK

Chennai, March 5

AIADMK general secretary J Jayalalitha
today slammed the door on the Congress
(1) and the Tamil Manila Congress by

OASIS | RESWARAN

from the known to the Real.

The goal is jivatma-paramatma
aikyam—the oneness of the individual
Self and the Supreme Brahman. Re-
alising this oneness is the ultimate
destination of life.

Whatis Unreal? Unreal is

tra. 1f you have a basic intellectand if
your eyes are open, you will know it.
Shastrais notrequired to teach that
which is obvious. Predominantly, the
shastra’s methodology is the
process of negation: neti, neti,
neti. Yet negation alone is

Realisation through assertion and negation

r I Yhe Supreme Selfis realised
through two distinct yet com-
plementary processes: assertion

and negation. The scriptures lay out

these two pathways with great clarity.

Negation removes the unreal, and

assertion establishes the real. Both

these associations is not unreal. Only
what the “I”identifies with is unreal.
The pure aham aloneis real.
Negation may be possible without
theaid of the shastra, but assertion is
impossible without shraddha.
Hence the scripture declares

fthe

party from a umunof strikinga ith the PMK for togetherlead to the discovery of not sufficient. One must that which hasa dependent Vldyad m/\vnm mahavakyat, The

i i ig h i i ‘Tamil Nadu one’s true nature. alsoassert the real. That kyas reveal the
erewerein the bus, Ax? ls;xm,Chmna and Pondicherry. i starting Negation concerns itself with re- ‘We wonder how can we which has abeginningand individual selfand the universal self.
Thambi, a mason, I ring. iththet moving all thatis unreal. Thisisdone  assert that which I do not anend. Applying thiswear-  Any statement in Vedanta that reveals

of the canal, saw the bus coming from
Jakkanahalli to Mandya. swerve from the
entrance of the bridge and plunge into
the canal water, knocking down. in the
process, all-year-old cowherd Andani
into the canal. The boy died on the spot.

left parties. Exasperated by the procrasti-
nation by the Congress, which has made
anissue of the entry of the pro-LTTE
PMK into the frontandits claim for Chief
Ministership of Pondicherry, Ms Jayalali-
thasigned an agreement with PMK.

through logic, reason, pratyaksha,

yetknow? The answer lies rive at the gross, subtle, causal

the identity of the individual Self with

anumana, upamana, and other valid
means of knowledge available to an in-
dividual. To understand that the world
is temporary, that whatever is born
will die, that everything is constantly
changing—one does not need a shas-

in the shastra. While negation Vbody along with their gunas as
can be carried out through per- unreal. All that is known, all thatis
sonal observation and logical reason-  conceived of, is unreal. But the “I"is
ing, assertion requires shraddha—a real. The error lies in the associations
deeptrustinthescriptures. Without  like When you say [ am the body, the
this trust, one cannot make the leap bodyis unreal. The “I” that pervades

the universal Selfis a mahavakya.

A mahavakya does not offer anew
definition of God nor provide a new
experience of God. Its role is simple
and direct: toreveal the truth of one-
ness, which is already the case.



INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

BIHAR MANDAL ERA FADES
AS NITISH GOES TO DELHI,
BJP EYES THE DRIVER SEAT

ITISH Kumar's move from the Bihar chief minister’s of-
fice to the Rajya Sabha marks an unusual transition in
Indian politics—a powerful regional leader stepping away
from state power while remaining within the formal po-
litical arena. After nearly two decades in and out of office,
and 10 stints as chief minister across shifting alliances, the shift
signals the closing of a long chapter in Bihar’s governance.

The timing suggests careful choreography. Nitish remained
in office through the election cycle, returned as chief minister
and steered the state budget before initiating the move to Par-
liament. His onX hasising that the decision was
voluntary appears designed to reassure supporters and pre-
empt speculation that the move was forced or orchestrated by
allies, particularly the BJP. At a time when questions about his
health have circulated in political circles, the transition allows
him to step aside without the optics of being displaced.

Yet the development inevitably raises questions about succes-
sion and the future balance of power in Bihar: For the BJE which
has long been the junior partner in the state despite its growing
electoral strength, the moment presents an opportunity it has
waited years for—to head the government in a politically pivotal
state. Whether it chooses to assert that claim immediately or
maintain the alliance equilibrium will be closely watched. For
the Janata Dal (United), the shift carries deeper implications.
‘The party’s political relevance has long been intertwined with
Nitish Kumar’s personal authority and administrative image.
Without him at the helm in Patna, it will have tonavigate a future
in which it is no longer the unquestioned centre of the alliance.

Nitish Kumar’s tenure shaped Bihar's politics after the era
of Lalu Prasad Yadav. His governance model—often sum-
marised as ‘sushasan’—emphasised administrative stability,
welfare measures and incremental development in a state
long associated with political turbulence. At the same time,
his leadership also set the limits of the ruling coalition’s
ideological agenda. Issues central to the BJP's politics often
found cautious expression in Bihar, while policies such as
prohibition remained closely identified with his administra-
tion despite criticism over enforcement and revenue losses.

With Nitish Kumar stepping away from Patna’s centre
of power, Bihar enters a moment of political recalibra-
tion. The immediate question is who succeeds him. And
the larger one is whether the state’s politics will continue
along the cautious equilibrium he maintained or move
toward a different balance of power.

CHILDCARE LEAVES CAN
STRENGTHEN WORKFORCE

case before the Karnataka High Court has brought focus
onthe valueof childcare leaves—the paid days off granted
to female and single-parent male government employees
tolook after the needs of their young children under Rule
43C of the Central Civil Services (Leave) Rules, 1972.

A Bengaluru-based woman officer at the electronics and IT
ministry’s Centre for Development of Advanced Computinghad
appealed to the Central Administrative Tribunal when her re-
quest for a five-month childcare leave up to May 20, 2026—to at-
tend to her son’s Class 10 pre-board, board and possible supple-
mentary examinations—was shrunk to less than a month from
February 16 to March 7, encompassing only the pre-boards. This
week, the high court rejected the Union ministry’s plea against
the tribunal’s order that had upheld the woman’s appeal.

The Central Civil Services (Leave) Rules were enacted in
June 1972 mainly to encourage women government employ-
ees to strive for a work-life balance without risking job se-
curity or career interruptions. But society has changed
since then. The rules now allow an employee who is a moth-
er ora single male parent a total of 730 days childcare leaves
for two under-16 children over the entire service period.

Such leaves gain even more significance over half a century
later, when children are showing increasing tendencies of
exam stress, anxieties and adverse psychological reactions,
with several tragic cases involving extreme steps. In an in-
tensely competitive age, providing children easy access to so-
cialmedia and unlimited information via the internet, benevo-
lent parental involvement is of crucial importance to keep
them positively focused, especially when exams close in.

According to the Periodic Labour Force Survey, female
workforce participation in India has increased from 22 per-
cent in 2017-18 to 33.6 percent in December 2025. Even though
a large part of the increase has been attributed to unpaid
work, it is time away from other necessities of life nonethe-
less. Childcare leaves and similar policies relevant to the
private sector would go a long way in ensuring two things—
more women joining the workforce and healthier parenting
options for employees. Both of these are necessary to ensure
a stronger human resource base for India’s future.

STOP THE RUMOUR MILL
AN old adage has come back to haunt us—along with the

posters it generated. We cannot be certain who first said,

“Truth is the first casualty of war.” Greek playwright Ae-
schylus is given credit for offering divine justification for de-
ception during wartime, but he did not quite frame it the way
we know it today. It had been paraphrased in so many ways
by the Second World War that both warring alliances put up
posters warning against rumours. Right now, West Asian gov-
ernments are in a similar overdrive, deeply worried about
citizens drawing the wrong conclusions from social media
posts. Indians would also do well to trust official channels for
information about the conflict and not burden their dear ones
among the West Asian diaspora with alarmist messages.

HE American-Israeli attack
on Iran nudged and winked,
if not instigated, by Iran's
other regional adversaries
has once again underscored
that multiple obituaries of
the post-1945 US-anchored,
soi-disant ‘rules-based’ international or-
der are repeatedly being foregrounded.
The world has regressed to the early
20th century where outcomes are once
again being measured in hulls, squad-
rons and technological edges.

In this churn, the US has delineated a
new baseline: its defence budget has al-
most crossed the trillion-dollar thresh-
old, a sum larger than the next nine na-
tions’ combined. A significant portion
of this is being channelled into a new
generation of capabilities, from the yet-
unproven ‘Golden Dome’ architecture to
the software-defined platforms of Sili-
con Valley’s defence tech startups.

Opposite this is the People’s Liberation
Army of China. Since the Taiwan Strait
crisis of 1995-96, Beijing maintained a sus-
tained, double-digit increase in defence
spending for two decades, a trajectory
that moderated in 2016 to a still-steady 7.6
percent annual rise in the decade since.

From a defence expenditure roughly a
sixth of the US’s in 2012, China com-
pressed the gap to roughly a third by
2024. In the Indo-Pacific, China’s defence
spending is hegemonic: more than thrice
that of India, five times that of Japan and
nearly seven times South Korea's. The
Chinese spend more on defence than the
next 22 Indo-Pacific militaries combined,
including India, Japan, South Korea,
Australia and Taiwan. It translates into
the world’s largest navy, a modernised air
force operating stealth aircraft, and an
integrated missile force predicated on
power projection far from its shores.

For a nation of India’s geostrategic
heft, a peninsula jutting into the Indian
Ocean with a contested 15,000-km land
frontier. this is the unforgiving context.
We are not just situated in a hostile
neighbourhood, but also positioned in
the crucible of the 21st century’s defin-
ing great-power competition.

Against this backdrop, India's own fis-
cal calculus for national security demands
a cold, hard audit. The M M Joshi Com-
mittee flagged a chilling trend in 2018: de-
fence expenditure had slid from 2 pereent
of GDP in 2014-15to 1.6 percent by 2017-18.
Ithasaveraged 1.9-2.1 percent since then—
apersistent pattern of stagnation.

For 2026-27, the Budget estimated de-
fence spending at ¥7.85 lakh crore. While
this represents an over-15 percent in-
crease from the last fiscal, as a percentage
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Bureaucratic limbo and anaemic funding hamper the upgrades India's
armed services desperately require. Defence spend must be raised as
share of GDP and research efforts integrated across institutions

DANGER OF PLAYING
CATCH-UP WITH
DEFENCE TECH

T
MANISH TEWARI

of GDP it hovers around 2 percent, close
to the average since 2014. Within this con-
strained envelope, the twaddle runs deep-
er. Capital outlays remain anaemic—less
than 30 percent of total defence spending,
stuck at less than 0.6 percent of GDP for
the three services. These modest outlays
are strangulating the modernisation the
armed forces so desperately require.

The Indian Air Force’s struggle to re-
place its ageing squadrons and expand
its fighter fleet is held hostage to this
dynamic. The production ramp-up of
the Tejas light combat aircraft remains
painfully sluggish, a source of public
frustration. The advanced medium
combat aircraft, however, languishes in
bureaucratic limbo.

The navy’s submarine and surface fleet
expansion, from Project S5 to the P-18
class, face interminable headwinds.

i ilM

I (il I 1‘
MP, lawyer, former Union 8B minister
andauthor of A World Adrift

SOURAV RDY

Projects 75-1 and 77 for conventional and
nuclear-powered submarines struggle to
translate ambitious policy into steel in the
water, even as Chinese shipyards launch
vessels at a pace outstripping the US’s.

The army requires advanced surveil-
lance, rugged communications and
specialised weaponry. Artillery mod-
ernisation remains a work in
progress—delayed, scaled down or pro-
ceeding in numbers too small to make
decisive operational difference.

The quest for ‘atmanirbharta’ in de-
fence is mired in systemic inertia. The
Defence Production & Export Promotion
Policy 2020 ambitiously aimed for a turno-
ver of ¥1,75,000 crore and exports of
35,000 crore by 2025. Yet, the journey
from policy to production has been laby-
rinthine, The administration was quick to
trumpet defence exports reaching 223,000

Truth, deeds and character should
not be post-revolutionary considerations. ;“a’:nha,
They should go along with the revolution | Lohia

crore, though it was missing the target by
more than a third. The response? An even
more imprudent target of ¥50,000 crore
for 2029. This pattern is the government’s
K is the i ’ syn-
drome in its most distilled form.

Our public defence enterprises remain
hamstrung by uneconomic order quanti-
ties, a lack of long-term production ca-
pabilities and a chronic gap between or-
ders placed and deliveries made.
Furthermore, our research and develop-
ment architecture has struggled to de-
liver cutting-edge, user-ready systems.
The inability to master critical technolo-
gies keeps us tethered to foreign equip-
ment manufacturers for hardware as
well as the entire lifecycle of support.

This dependency extends beyond
hardware into the very doctrine of war-
fare. India’s concept of defence prepar-
edness remains dangerously narrow,
fixated on conventional, full-spectrum
conflicts of a bygone era.

The Trump administration, which
seems to be on track to build his ‘dream
military’ with a $1.5-trillion defence
budget by 2027, has sought $384 billion
from the US Congress on advanced tech-
nology and R&D for 2026. The UK has
announced $538 million for defence in-
novation. The European Union and its
member states spend roughly $17 billion
annually on defence innovation.

According to a 2025 Pentagon report,
Beijing invests on an ‘aggressive’ scale
in chokepoint technologies including AI,
semiconductor, quantum and biotech-
nology. The Chinese continue to deploy
Al for systems, i i
surveillance collection and analysis, de-
cision-making assistance, cyber opera-
tions and information campaigns.

A nation with India’s aspirations can-
not afford to be perpetually catching up.
The path forward demands a roadmap.
We must raise defence spending to a
minimum of 3 percent of GDP by 2030
and to 5 percent by 2035. For a future-
ready defence architecture built on de-
sign and development, Indian industry
must be incentivised to innovate and
take risks. The national scientific estab-
lishment, from government depart-
ments to the IITs, must be coalesced into
a coherent defence R&D ecosystem.

1t is the baseline premium for insur-
ance in a world on fire. The wake-up call
has been sounded by the undeniable re-
alities of our geostrategic environment.
The question is whether the govern-
ment comprehends the gravity of the
situation. The locust years must end.

(Views are personal)
(manishtewariol@gmail.com)

WHEN SHARING AIN'T ENOUGH

HEN something scarce and con-
sequential is at stake, watch
who invokes the language of
sharing. It is rarely the party
that controls the asset. The one
with the weak hand asks to
“open the cards”. The one hold-
ing leverage speaks instead of prudence,
sequencing and risk. That simple asym-
metry is the right way to read today’s fash-
ionable demand to ‘democratise’ access to
artificial intelligence and its ‘diffusion’.

‘The claim ismorally attractive, especial-
1y when framed for the Global South. But
itisanalytically incomplete. Asking for de-
mocratisation is not an alternative to build-
ing strategic capability. It is, at best, a com-
plement to it. At worst, it is a substitute for
hard choices that must be made at home.

Al is not a monolithic technology that
can be diffused like a textbook. It is a lay-
ered production system with tight com-
plementarities and real bottlenecks. At
the frontier, it rests on advanced semicon-
ductors, dense compute clusters, high-
bandwidth interconnects, reliable energy,
cooling systems, engineering depth, eval-
uation tooling, data pipelines and deploy-
ment infrastructure. High fixed costs,
steep learning curves and scale effects
create natural concentration. Marginal
access to one layer without the others
yields sharply diminishing returns.

This is why ‘open-access' rhetoric sits
uneasily with industrial reality. You may
be offered model weights, developer tools
or research collaborations. But the bind-
ing constraints remain compute, energy
and the tacit know-how that converts pro-
totypes into reliable systems.

One is reminded of Michael Polanyi’s
words that we know more than we can say.
Capability is embedded in routines, tool-
ing and organisational learning. It cannot
be transferred wholesale by declaration.

Once Al becomes dual-use and general-
purpose—embedded in defence analytics,
cyber operations, surveillance, logistics
optimisation and financial risk manage-
ment—it moves from commerce to strat-
egy. In such domains, export controls and
technology-denial regimes are standard
instruments of statecraft. The ability to
deny access is itself a bargaining chip.

So who asks for democratisation? Typ-
ically those outside the frontier. Their
argument draws on fairness and global
public goods language. The claim is not
frivolous. But justice claims do not

ADITYA SINHA

externalise many costs of exclusion, the
equilibrium is conditional diffusion.
India is well aware of this. The latest
Economic Survey’s chapter on moving
from import substitution to strategic re-
silience and then to strategic indispen-
sability captures the hierarchy correctly.
Translate that frame to Al and the impli-
cations are immediate. If the 21st cen-
tury runs on ‘compute’ and the minerals
and energy that feed it, then AI capabil-
ity is inseparable from energy policy,

Artificial intelligence is not a
monolithic technology that
can be diffused like a textbook.
When Al is embedded in defence,
logistics and finance, access to
e itis a strong bargaining chip. So
‘democratisation’ or symbolic
sharing is not enough.
India needs assured compute
capacity, secure cloud infrastructure
and resilience buffers

grid stability, logistics and regulatory
credibility. Data centres are energy-in-
tensive physical infrastructure, not ab-
stract digital assets. Frontier model de-
velopment requires capital depth, risk
tolerance and outcome-oriented institu-
tions. Without a domestically built stack,
democratisation remains rhetorical.
The Survey’s tiered approach to indi-
genisation offers a disciplined template.
First, identify non-negotiable vulnerabil-
ities where denial would impose asym-
metric national costs. In Al terms, that
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buffers for energy and connectivity:

Second, build economically feasible ca-
pabilities where imports persist due to
coordination failures or early scale dis-
advantages. For Al this includes servers,
storage, networking equipment, power
electronics, specialised cooling, testing
and certification infrastructure, model
evaluation systems and domain-specific
datasets. Support here must be time-
bound and performance-linked. The cen-
tral government has already been doing
this by supporting Sarvam AL

Third, avoid symbolic localisation in
areas where substitution would raise
economy-wide input costs without mean-
ingful strategic gain. Restraint can be
strategic. An input-cost reduction strat-
egy is foundational for building resil-
ience. Resilience that taxes downstream
industry is fragility in disguise.

There is also a macrofinancial dimen-
sion that cannot be ignored. India’s exter-
nal stability, though prudently managed,
still relies significantly on capital in-
flows. Capital is conditional and revers-
ible; export earnings are earned repeat-
edly through competitiveness. If Al is to
be a source of strength rather than de-
pendency, it must feed into manufactur-
ing exports and global value chain inte-
gration. Strategic indispensability means
becoming a node others cannot bypass.

None of thisarguesagainst internation-
al cooperation on Al governance. Stand-
ards, interoperability, safety norms and
research partnerships are necessary. But
they are complements, not substitutes.

The temptation to substitute rhetoric
for construction is understandable. De-
mocratisation sounds virtuous and imme-
diate. Capability-building is slower, mess-
ier and politically inconvenient. It requires
patience in a period when decades seem to
happen in weeks. But the alternative is de-
pendence dressed as solidarity. In a world
where trade, technology and finance are
increasingly strategic, the choice is not
between cooperation and capability: it is
between capability with cooperation, and
cooperation without capability.
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Judicial accountability

Ref: NCERT is in @ mess of its own making
(Mar 3). In @ democracy, questions should
be asked. For one, is the judiciary above
law? Next, people want to know the action
taken against Justice Yashwant Verma

in ‘currencygate’. It will be construed as
another mess unless those responsible
are dealt with in fairness.

Raghavendra Rao Vuppu, email

Care standards

Ref: Caring for children (Mar 5). Beyond
prosecutions, we need enforceable care
standards, surprise inspections, trained
counsellors and a public redress dashboard.
Fund child helplines, protect whistleblowers
and mandate trauma informed discipline.
Private management can serve, but only
with transparent oversight.

K Chidanand Kumar, Bengaluru

Vocational training

Ref: Closing the college jobs gap

(Mar 4). What India needs is an educational
revolution with incorporated skill-based
educational processes, cooperation with
industry and vocational education, avoiding
over-emphasis on theoretical knowledge.
Education should not only train students to
innovate in traditional employment but also
promote entrepreneurial mindset,

PVictor Selvaraj, Tirunelveli

American Frankensteins

Ref: US looks to arm Kurdish militias

(Mar 5). The US is apparently a poor learner.
It has created numerous Frankensteins in the
past by arming regional populations to fight
its nemeses. Once the current war is over, the
same militias could be abused by a vengeful
Iran to turn against the US.

George Jacob, Kochi

BJP playbook

Ref: Buzz on Nitish going to RS (Mar 5).
Nitish being replaced is on the usual

line of BIP using local parties for

footing and then assuming power on

its own. It happened in Maharashtra.
Andhra Pradesh is on the line. Tamil Nadu
is yet to be seen. The formula works.
AGRajmohan, Anantapur

NRIs’ worry

Ref: India pushes for dialogue, diplomacy
(Mar 5). With both sides determined to fight
to the bitter end, India’s call can at best turn
out to be a try in the wilderness. However,
India cannot afford to be a hapless spectator

change the incentive compatibility of P pacity for criti- (Views are personal) as nearly a crore of non-resident Indians
the supply side. When the supplier inter- cal missions, secure cloud and edge infra- (On X @adityasinha004) loak up to their leadership.
nalises the benefits of control and can  structure for core sectors, and resilience Full article on newindianexpress.com CV Aravind, Chennai
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Reset in ties

'hen Prime Minister Narendra Modi welcomed

Canadian Prime Minister Mark Camney to New

Delhi this week, the symbolism extended far

beyond diplomatic protocol. The two governments
were not merely signing agreements; they were attempting to
redraw the political boundaries of a cyclical relationship that
had, until recently. appeared fractured beyond repair.

Atthe heart of the reset lies a 10-year civil nuclear energy
arrangement. Canada, home to some of the world’s largest
uranjum reserves, will supply fuel to India while exploring
collaboration on small modular and advanced reactors. This is
not a minor commercial understanding.

For lndm whth faces soanng Llumcuy demand as it pushes
i and elec reliable nuclear fuel is a
strategic necessity. For Canada, access to a rapidly growing
energy market strengthens its global economic relevance at a
time when trade diversification has become urgent.

But the nuclear agreement is only one pillar of a hmadcr
recalibration. The ¢ itment to conclude a c
economic partnershi p by 2026 slgndh rccugmuon on hl)lh
sides that geopolitical volatility d new The
United States’ increasingly unpredictable tariff policies have
unsettled traditional trade assumptions.

Ottawa is seeking to reduce overdependence on its southern
nelg,hbour New Delhx for il its part, 15 wnrkmg to w1den its

single-source vulnerabilities i

This rapprochement unfolds undf.r the long shadnv\ of the
2023 killing of Hardeep Singh Nijjar in Cam\da, an
episode that triggered expulsions of diplomats and a
near-freeze in visa services.

The legal process surrounding that case continues. Domestic
political debate within Canada ~ particularly among members
of the Sikh diaspora and some parliamentarians ~ has not
vanished. What has changed is lhe calculanun of cost.

C ion has yielded dimi returns;
promises measurable gains.

There is a hard-edged realism in this shift. Neither
government has pretended that mistrust evaporates overnight.
Instead, both appear to have concluded that suuclured

Opening the floodgates

ForestCorporationsinmany
statesusedtobulldozeandrip
thearea,andplantshort
rotationtreespecieslike
Populus, Casurina, Eucalyptus
andAcacia-auriculiformis. The
purposewastosupply theraw
materialstoindustries.Such
projectswerealsoeconomically
viable, butitwasatahuge
environmentalcost. Weended
upconvertingabiodiverse
Jforesttothemonocultureof
exoticspecies. Naturalforests
havehighercarbon
sequestrationpotentialthanthe
plantationforests

he Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980
was amended in 2023 to name it
as the Van (S'\nmkshan Evam

dhi One of

private players, the amended law has some
moreloopholes. The newly inserted section
1A(1) in the 2023 amendment can make
way for the exploitation of the unclassed
forests. Around 90 per cent of the forests in
the north eastern states are unclassed and
y the Forest

the provisions of the 4mended law is to
promote plantation works on forest lands
by government and non-governmental
agencies, within the framework of Working
Plans of the State Forest Department.

‘The intention of this provision is quite
good., as it attracts investment on degraded
forest land with a msk m re é,rCen it. In
other words,

Survey of India’ have shuwu that these
forests are shrinking.

Itisevident fromthe bi-annual reports
published by the said agency that the
countrylost 11743 square ki of unclassed
forests between 1997 and 2019. A group
of retired Indian Forest Service officers
have challenged the amendmentin Lhe

Court. The petiti

activities could be carried oul on to[est land

that the Apex Luun 51996 ru]mqs in lhe

by any private agency after p g for
growing compensatory afforestation zmd
recovering the net present value of the
forests. On 2 January 2026, the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change
issued a circular redefining how lhcsc
activities on forest lands are exempted from
long standing cnvmmm»mal saleguafdﬁ

cooperation in areas such as critical minerals, s tors,
artificial intelligence, and defulcc serves national interest more
it i} l]l‘m
The deeper question is whether this reset can mature into
ilience. Strategic par ips are tested not in of
ceremony but in those of . If fresh allegations surface or
domestic political pressures intensify, will institutional
mechanisms withstand strain? That will determine whether the
current thaw represents tactical convenience or durable
transformation.

For now, the message from New Delhi is clear: economic
statecrafi has overtaken political grievance. India and Canada
are choosing interdependence over isolation, energy security
over rhetoric, and negotiated trade expansion over symbolic
confrontation. In a fractured global order, that may be less
about reconciliation and more about survival - and thatis
precisely why it matters.

Strait Shock

ars in West Asia are often measured in missiles

and maps. This one may ultimately be measured

in barrels and basis points. The US-Israeli strikes

on Iran and Tehran’s retaliation have done more
than redraw military red lines. They have reintroduced a
familiar but deeply destabilising variable into the global

energy Thei diate surge in Brent

crude and hquefed natural gas prices is not mencly atrader’s
reflex. It is a reminder that the Strait of Hormuz remains the
narrow hinge on which global growth swings.

Roughlya fifth of the world's oil and a significant share of
LNG exports transit that corridor. When Iranian commanders
warn vessels away. when tankers anchor rather than sail, when
insurers quietly recalculate risk premiums, the shock travels far
beyond the GulE. It reaches Frankfurt bond desks, London
trading floors, and petrol pumps in Mumbai.

The market reaction so far has been sharp but not panicked.
That distinction matters. Prices have spiked, then partially
retreated, signalling that traders believe disruption is possible
but not yet systemic, Oil infrastructure has not been

ively destroyed. Production in Saudi Arabia and
Qatar has not co]lapsed Opec+ has indicated willingness to
increase output modestly.

But the danger lies in Lluration. not drama. If elevated prices
persist for weeks rather than days, central banks such as the
Bank of England and the US Federal Reserve will confrontan
unwelcome complication. Inflation, which had been easing
after aggressive tightening cycles, could reaccelerate through
fuel, freight, and food costs. A delayed rate cut here, a
postponed easing there, and suddenly the global recovery
narrative frays.

For emerging economies, the pressure is more immediate.
Higher crude prices widen trade deficits and weaken currencies.
Governments must choose between absorbing fuel subsidies or
passing costs to consumers. Either option carries political risk.
India, heavily dependent on imported energy, is particularly
exposed to volatility in the Gulf transit routes.

The strategic irony is striking. Washington’s stated objective
was to constrain Iran’s nuclear trajectory and degrade its
deterrent capacity. Yet the most immediate leverage Tehran
retains may be economic rather than military. It does not need
to close the Strait of Hormuz outright: it merely needs to keep
uncertainty alive.

Markets price fear faster than governments can calm it.
History offers caution. The oil shocks of the 1970s were not
solely about physical scarcity. They were about confidence
evaporating. Today’s global economy is more diversified and
more energy-efficient, but it remains psychologically vulnerable
to chokepoints.

The decisive question is not whether oil briefly touches $90
or even $100. It is whether shipping lanes normalise quickly or
become semi-permanent theatres of contestation.

If the Strait becomes a bargaining chip in a prolonged
confrontation between Washington, Tel Aviv and Tehran, the
economic aftershocks will outlast the initial exchange of fire. In
modern geopolitics, lation is transmitted as much through
markets as through missiles. President Trump and Prime
Minister Netanyahu have opened a Pandora’s Box.

of net present value of the forests.
Recovering the cost of compensatory
afforestation and net present value of the
forests required for diversion had been
considered as barriers that prohibited big
industries from investingin degraded forests.
The circular mdkes way mr pulp and papcr

Gadvar

few success stories, when degraded forests
are rehabilitated with native species. We
have succeeded only when we planted the
monoculture of exotics. There are hardly
any evaluation and monitoring reports
indicating the success of

The need is to let the natural forests be
regenerated with native species and not
diverted for plantations of monocultures.
While this author was working in the
Wesum .hats as Deputy Conservator of
Forest: ajoint ventureof Birla’s

afforestation on degmded
forest lands and also on
non-forest lands.

A central scheme named
‘Rehabilitation of degraded
forests' was in vogue during
the 1990s and 2000s. The
mainwork under the scheme

BK was planting native tree
SINGH species in the gaps created
due to degradation. The

The writer is newly planted saplings faced

of ‘forests’ has been dll\l[t_d in the the former root competition from the
amendment and an extent of 197 lakh  Head of Forest  hidden rootstockin thesoil.
square km forest land in the country Force, Usually the young plantations
stands excluded from the applicability — Karnataka are provided with rigid

of the original 1980 Act.

InFebruary last year, the Court passed
an interim order saying when there are
exigencies to dl\'crl “forest Jlands for any
urgentneedi
on the counuys border, alternative I:md
must

protection and watch and
ward. Often theareausedto
become green duc to regeneration of nld
rootstocksand y gr "
used to fail.
Howeve er lhe toresl Cormmnunsmmdny
Iripthearea, and

The forests closer to the h'xbualmn are

subjected to heavy d
and consequent degradation. Livestock
grazing, erow\l of hamhoo non- timber

plantshort
Casurina, 1Aca m.l auriculiformiis.
The ply the raw materials

o mdusmc% Such pro)um were also

andrayoni

forest products: forbona-fide

and use degraded forest land for "ruwmg
short rotation tree species for the raw material
that the industries need. The country is

importing mwspnm and this move is said
to take us towards Atmnirbharata’. Let me

requirements as well as grabbing of forest
land for cultivation etc. are the reasons for

viable, but it was at a huge
an:mnmenml cost. Weended upeonyi emng,
i forest to the Ct

examinein this pxccc whatare luc
andenvi

In addition to opening forest lands tm:

[ cHinaDAILY ]|

degradation. exouc species.

C it od Natural forests have hu,her carbon
and the persons livestock .4,.-potemmllh4n th ion
setfires foreasy access to forest  forests. Moreover, vested

products and regeneration of palatable
grasses and foliage. There have been very

attheend of rotation. In the warming world
we are facing climate related disruptions.

Data of self-reliance and shared future

f globalization once looked like a

seamless web, China’s 2025 statistical

communique would read like the

blueprint of a nation steadfastly
reinforcing its own corner of that web ~
increasing bandwidth, rerouting circuits
and installing backup generators in
anticipation of a stormier world. The
latest scorecard from the world's
M.led larﬂesl ceconomy is adense ch~1cr
ofhy

and express deliveries exceeded 190 billion
parcels, signaling an effective effort to
construct an economy that can better
resist external shocks.

By cultivating a consumption-driven
model that reduces d
markets vulnerable to tariffs, sanctions
and geopolitical whims, while stressing
on high-standard opening-up, Chinese
pohcymakcrs are further solidating

of industrial output.
‘Thesamelogicapplies to China's digital

Harihar PIo) fibres and Government of
Karnataka named Karnataka Pulp-wood
Ltd. was incorporated in 1985.

Its functionaries bulldozed and ripped a
Reserved Forest area in Thirthahalli taluk,
deep inside Western Ghats, for gmwing

. had

including sandalwood. An IFS (Jﬂlcer ]u:.m
Singh Sugara in charge of the area had
booked a case, arrested the persons and
seized the bulldozer. Though the Court
initially took cognizance of the case, the
government’s notification of ajoint venture
bailed them out.

Activists moved the Supreme Court arguing
that the plantations raised by joint ventures
on forest lands without the approval of the
Central government, were in contravention
of the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980.
Karnataka government failed to justify its
incorporation and had to dissolve it, duly
handing over the assets to the State Forest
Corporation.

After about four decades of Karnataka
allowing investments from private players
on forest land and then rolling it back within
two-three years, we have come full circle
and MoEEFCC has again moved on the
same track. Forests, even after degradation,
have potential to regenerate, if only we
protect them from the entry of humans and
livestock. Growing raw materials for wood
based industries is also a necessity. Let that
be done on degraded lands other than
notified forests.

maintaining a world-leading position for
the Uth consecutive year. This is climate

infrastructure build-out. By the end of
2025, the country had installed 4.84
million 5G base stations, achieved 80.1

policy policy: by stre ling
clean technology supply chains, China
brings down the cost of the global energy

percentinternet and pushed
online retail close to 16 trillion yuan.
Digital ecosystems are the new trade
routes of the gluba] economy, shaping
standard: lefining

:amajor country r

its expusure to an unpredictable global

system. That China’s economy expanded
hi

Is of the economy.
Thc country's pragmatic

policy portfolio is conducive A Member

Spercent last year, beyond

140 urillion yuan (8204 trillion), is a
hard-earned result.

At this scale, that growth adds more
than 5 trillion yuan in new output, an

OfThe

to strengthen its internal
economic system, while
contributing to the common
development of the world.

of many G20 economies. The mure
ling shift. however, lies in th

laysa Lenlmlm!e
in this pmgm,mc and balanced hedging

policy. chand development spending

composition. About 67.3 percent of growth
came from domestic demand, with
consumption contributing 52 percent.
Retail sales surpassed 50 trillion yuan,

reached 2.8 percent of GDP, surpassing
the OECD average for the firsttime, while
high-tech manufacturing grew 94 percent
year-on-year to account for 17.1 percent

Letters To The Editor | EQeditor@thestatesman.com

Sparkling wit

Sir, Years ago, I had a serendipitous
encounter followed by a face-to-face
conversation with the late Bengali author
Mani Shankar Mukhopadhyay, pen named
Shankar,in Durgapur. Listening to his speech
inimpeccable Englishat the HEC. Durgapur
Unit (dismantled long since) premises, I
was wondering how a corporate executive
at the British firm Dunlop and a vernacular
writer could coexist in one persona. He
bowled us over with his sparkling wit and
sense of humour - something that had the
audience splitting their sides at times.

Later during a small private meet, his
Dunlop boss, a New Zealander, joked he
would accompany the distinguished writer
to please his wite, a literary enthy t, who
often would tease him as a philistine. Then
came Shankar with his disarming smile
that put us at ease to begin the conversation
veering mostly towards Chowringhee, Jana
Aranya and Seemabadha.

-

L
Toa passing question on which works of
his he valued most and why, he retorted, “If
vou genuinely value eating fish, you love
eating its head. body and tail, all equally -
neither less nor more - don't you?"
Yours, etc., Ardhendu Chatterjee,
Durgapur, 25 February.

Whats in a name?

Sir, Kerala has officially been renamed
Keralam by the Union Cabinet. And so,
Kerala, now Keralam ( a la X, formerly
Twitter), will still be "God's own country”,

consumer behavior. While some Weslem
policymakers frame

Despite these inward fortifications,
China remains deeply integrated into
global trade. Its goods trade exceeded 45
trillion yuan, likely ranking first worldwide
for the ninth consecutive year, while its

competition in military terms, the
more consequential contest may lie
in the architecture of everyday

service trade 8trillion yuan.
Trade with partners in the Belt and
Road Imlmnw aqunlLd iorSl 9percent
off

commerce- pay logistics, cloud
services~where Chinais constructing

«u= reliable systems that boost overall
economic efficiency.

Chil nreflects asimila

iversil datreducing
reliance onsome Western markets. China
is redirecting flows toward emerging
markets and infrastructure corridors
where its is structural.

fusion of domestic necessity and global
agenda. Clean energy accounted for 304
percentof consumption, carbon intensity
fell 5 percent, and production of new
energy vehicles exceeded 16 million units,

Underlying these economic shifts is a
focus on social stability that remains
central to China's development. Urban
unemployment averaged 5.2 percent, with
12.67 million new urban jobs created.

Chile, with lush fields and

tes are bearing the brunt of

backwaters that never fail to attract tourists
from within India and abroad.

For once, the forward looking state has
taken a cue from its arch political rival the
BJP, and has subscribed to the renaming
act, an exercise with which the BJP has
been obsessed ever since it came to power.
Wil this, in turn, encourage the BIP to go
hammer and tongs wit
Will they rename Bhopal to Bhopalam,
Ahmedabad to Ahmedabadam, Alwar to
Alwaram, etc. Well, the possibilities are
almost endless. The Bard must be turning
inhisgrave forasserting "What'sina name?"

Yours, etc., Avinash Godboley,
Dewas, 25 February.

Acid test

Sir, In May last year, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi described the North-East
as the "most diverse region of our diverse
nation”. Alas, India’s much-cherished diversity

its name change notwit ding, India's

epaper.thestatesman.com

is dly being shamed as people from

racial prejudice.

thant s after Trij
Anjel Chakma was murdered in Dehradun,
three women from Arunachal Pradesh were
called “dhandhewali” (prostitutes) by their
neighbours in New Delhi and told to “gosell
momos”. They were branded as outsiders
in their own country ~ and that too in the
national capital. This wasn't mere abuse
hurled in a fit of rage. It was a targeted
attack on identity and ethnicity.

“The Supreme Court has warned of divisions
caused by ardening regmna] identities.
Racial hostility is an ugly manifestation of
this phenomenon. What's quite chilling in
the Delhi episode is a sense of entitlement
and the mistaken belief that some Indians
are more Indian than others.

Indeed, every Indian has the right to live
with dignity anywhere in the country.
Ensuring that no citizen is deprived of this
right is an acid test of pluralism in India.

Yours, etc., Khokan Das,
Kolkata, 24 February.
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Connect, don’t confiscate for
children’s digital safety

ANANTHA PADMANABHAN

he recent tragedy involving
three minor sisters who
stepped off a ninth-floor
balcony together inan act
of collective despair has forced a
harrowing reckoning with a new,
endemic form of addiction.

These children had lived almost
entirely within a gaming world for
months - reportedly insulated from
reality and withdrawn from school.
When their access was abruptly
severed tobreak the cycle, the resulting
"void"proved too much to bear. Their
final message was achilling testament
totheirdisplaced reality: “The game
is our life, our world.”

This is no longer a peripheral
issue of teenage rebellion. Across
modemn India, the pattern is repeating
with devastating frequency. Not
long ago, a 13-year-old boy reportedly
took hislife after being reprimanded
for excessive gaming, For him, the
scolding was not merely a lecture:
it was a perceived threat to the only
domain where he felt a sense of
achievement and agency. These
cases underscore a terri i
when the “digital tether” is sna
by force, the resulting panic
atantrum-itisaclinical

Tt Y

memull \&
gaming addiction. Jﬁecb.dppmmmaxel)
3 m 4 per cent of the world's three
withadolescent rates

To address this, we must move
past the label of “bad behaviour’
and understand the mechanics of
capture. Expert analysis has highlighted
how children are caught in “Ludic
Loops™- repetitive cycles of challenge
and rewards meticulously designed
by software engineers to be inescapable.
This is often driven by predatory
monetisation like loot boxes, which
mimic the neurological triggers of
gambling.

When a child enters this state,
they become what experts c:
“Digital Ghost." They remain physically
present at the dinner table but are
emotionally and psychologically
absent. Their brain’s reward system
has been rewired: the nuanced pace
of the physical world cannot compete
with the high-speed chemical rush
of the screen. In this state, the child
is responding to a deep chemical
dependence where “unplugging”™
feels like physical suffocation.

However, this biological capture
does not occur in a vacuuny; it is
facilitated by adisappearing physical
reality. As we emerge as a global
digital powerhouse, the question
before us is whether our physical
“Third Spaces™ for youth are vanishing,
underthe weight of urban congestion
and high costs. In many developed
nations, researchers argue that Gen
Z is the most closely monitored
generation in history. With the
privatisation of public areas and the
useof ingdevices,

surging to 8.6 per cent. India has
become a cemm] focus of this >luﬂ
Withover

the digital world often remains the
last “unmediated” space where a

world's largest user base-the nation
sees addiction rates between 3.5 and
7.2 per cent among its youth. This
cquates to millions of young Indians
struggling with “Gaming Disorder.”a
condition the World F lcathrg;mL&xuon
(WHO) officially

teena

Modern India presents a similar
paradox. Our urban landscapes are
increasingly designed for mobility
and commerce rather than play. In
congested cities, where public parks
are either locked, priced out, or

for housing, th

becomes a spatial necessity. For
many, games are not just traps: they
aresanctuaries froma world defined
by hyper-competitive academic
pressure and constant surveillance.
In these virtual landscapes, they
find the agency that reality - marked
by traffic, pollution, and a lack of
hang-out spots-has increasingly
denied them.

This retreat from the physical
world has reached a scale that
threatens the nation’s future stability.
The urgency is further underscored
by the Economic Survey 2025-26,
ally labels digital dddchion

. It warns that this crisis
iserodingthe “Demographic Dividend”
converting it into a liability through
reduced cognitive L'\mun The
survey specifically highlights "Sleep
Debt” - the chronic lack of rest due
to“vampiring” (staying up all night
on devices) - as a primary reason
for reduced national efficiency.

"This report marks a historic turning
point, as thestate finally acknowledges
that the “mental infrastructure” of
our youth is as vital to GDP as
physical roads. For the first time,
national policy is pivoting from a
singular focus on “Digital Access” to
a necessary mandate for “Digital
Wellness.” evidenced by the decent
implementation of the Online Gaming
(Regulation) Act to mandate stricter
safeguards.

While the state prepares structural
interventions, the first line of defence
remains the home. Preventing these
tragedies requires guardians to
identify the subtle shifts that signal
a child is migrating from healthy
play into a terminal virtual void.
This “Social Recessional” begins
when a child stops participating in
family traditions because the physical
world has lost its “colour.”

It is followed by a “Vigilance
Response,” characterised by an
extreme, physical guarding of devices.
Soon, “Dopamine Exhaustion” sets
in-aflat mood or hollow irritability
when offline - culminating in a
“Biological Blackout.” where basic
hygiene and sleep patterns are
totally abandoned.

When a crisis is identified, the
instinctive response of “pulling the
plug” can be life-threatening.
Evidence shows that sudden
onnection for a rewired brain
feels like physical pain. To bridge
the gap. families ought to adopt a
structured “re-entry” strategy:
gradually reducing screen time,
replacing digital tasks with
non-judgmental physical hobbies.
and restoring biological rhythms
through shared meals and strict
sleep hygiene.

Instead of reactive bans, we must
advocate for “Safety by Design”
rather than punishment.

The rising number of tragedies
suggests that a shift in perspective
is no longer optional. We must
realise the need for parental vigilance
with the responsibility to build a
physical world worth inhabiting.
Thisis acomplex challenge involvi ing
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OCCASIONALNOTE

NGLAND and India are both concerned at
the same time about the marking of imported
goods. While Mr. K. C. Neogy explains that piece-
goods manufactured abroad are sold in India as
hand-woven khaddar and wants people protected
against this and other substitutions. Sir Philip
Cunliffe Lister is proposing that imported goods
shall not bear the name or the trade-mark of a
British manufacturer unless their foreign origin
isindicated. The suggested legislation illustrates
one ol the difficulties in the way of marking. A

biological, psychological,

factors. Addressing it su
will require moving awa
reactive discipline toward “stable,

olicy-driven solutions. Ultimately
the goal is to ensure technology
remains a tool for growth rather
than a source of entrapment. By
recognising digital addiction as a
healthissue rather than a behavioural
one, society can better support the
next generation.

It is time to transform digital
despair into real-world connection
by replacing force with empathy
and systemic reform.

(The writer is an independeat author and.
researcher.)

Holistic dispute resolution needed for infra

NILAVA BANDYOPADHYAY AND
MOONMOON NANDA

here is a massive
infrastructure boom in
India. These large scale
and complex projects
involve multiple stakeholders, from
government to private contractors
and lenders. This gives rise to
high-value and mhmr.allv mmplex

high-valuedisputes. In view of these
growing uncertainties, the Ministry
ofFinance by an Offic Memorandum
No. F.1/2/2024-PPD dated 3 June
2024 advised ministries and other
government bodies to only refer
disputes below Rs 10 croreto arbitration
and prefer mediation and conciliation
instead for high value disputes.
Following these directions, several
government and public authorities

disputes. India has b

its dispute resolution lmmcwork
with significant reforms over the
past decade to make the process
faster, accessible, and more
dependable. From the amendments
of 2015, 2019, 2021, the proposed
new amendment bill of 2024 to the
Arbitration and Conciliation Act,
1996 and the enactment of the
Commercial Courts Act, 2015 and
related amendments, the evolution
of India’s dispute resolution
framework is now headingtowards
mediation and away from arbitration.

Today, various government
instrumentalities are facing huge
debtonaccountof pending liabilities
arisingout of arbitral awards. National
Highways Authority of India by
March 2025 had liabilities of about
INR 116 trillion arising out of only
arbitration claims against it. It is
because of increasing liabilities.
concerns over prolonged proceedings
(mostly at post arbitration stage)
and inconsistent awards that the
Government has slowly started to
move away from arbitration for

drblll'd[l()ﬂ clauses.

Very recently, the Ministry of
Road Transport and Highways by
its circular no. H-25011/02/2025-P&P
(C. No 262142) dated 12 January
2026, has removed arbitration
mechanism for disputes of value
above Rs 10 croreand has prescribed
arbitration by SAROD for disputes
of value below Rs 10 crore. Such a
systemic departure from the
longstanding arbitration regime
which is globally known for its
mdcpendcncu. neutrality and party
autonomy, is against the basic
principles of the Arbitration Act
and the dream of making India a
preferred jurisdiction for arbitration.

The recent policies are couched
upon the Mediation Act, 2023.
However, amicable settlement by
mediation depends on compromise
by parties. In large scale projects
with high value ms, where
liabilities and technical issues are
contested, parties are unlikely to
agreeto compromise and settlement
without proper adjudication of

claims
Mediation at present may
be useful as a pre-requ
arbitration.

The Government may introduce
any dispute resolution process, but
ultimately such a process has to be
effective. At present, in several
disputes, it is seen that Dispute
Resolution Board is not empowered
togive binding decisions and authorities
refuse tocomply with DRB decisions.
Even where disputes are timely
referred to the Conciliation Committee
of Independent Experts by contractors,
theauthorities fail toallocate a CCIE
panel and ultimately all these matters
reach the stage of arbitration.

The problem thusis notarbitration
itself but also how it is conducted in
infrastructure disputes. The true
reasons that have undermined the
efficacy of arbitration proceedings
in India include absence of a robust
institutional arbitration framework,
ineffective contract management,
excessivejudicial intervention, prevalence
ofad-hocarbitration, routine challenge
of arbitral awards and consequent
delayed enforcement. Arbitration
proceedings may get protracted due
mvolumuxomdmunenmuonlen(.,lhv

and determination of rights.
hus only
e step to

ue of prolonged arbitrations by
uing a circular on 4 September
2025 whereby the time limit for
passing of award can be extended
only after approval from the higher
competent authorities, however
there can be misuse of the same.
‘Therefore, the future of dispute
resolution may not lie in choosing

betw een arbitration, mediation or

ownrole. While mediation
and conciliation help protect business
and commercial relationships by
enabling settlements, a
gives le(hlma! (Id]lldlL tion and

pleadings, evidence,

deter dliabilities

This leads torepeated adjournments

and consequent extension of statutory
time limits.

Dispute resolution mechanisms
in large scale projects therefore
need procedural discipline. MORT&H
has also attempted to resolve the

in a time buund manner. Courts,
although, may be competent to deal
with such commercial disputes,
however the adjudication process is
along-drawn battle and the question
of specialization is still a grey area
and depends on various factors.

At this stage, policies should
focus on building a holistic dispute
resolution ECOSV: stem suited to l“ﬁg1
projects rather than shifting fully
to one method and away from
another. The focus should be on
duclupmua tematically tiered,
pecific dispute resolution
mechanism that ensures effective
resolution of all disputes arising
therefrom. Removing arbitration
as adispute resolution process will
not significantly cut liabilities. If
the contractor’s claims have merit,
any adjudication process will lead
to the same result. Blaming and
removing arbitration as the dispute
resolution mechanism cannot be
the sole solution without taking
appropriate steps at all stages,
including pre- and post-contract
stages.

(The writers are, respectively, Senlor Partner, and
Partner (Designate) at S&A Law Offices.)
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may import goods in unfinished
state, complete them, and mark them as his
own. British labour has been used upon them,
and many of the most highly specialised trades
inGreat Britain are concerned with these finishing
processes. They might be seriously injured by a
mark that suggested that their products were of
foreign origin. There is, in fact, no legislation
more difficult to apply than that which attempts
to distinguish the place of origin of goods, for
there are few kinds indeed upon which some
foreign labour has not been expended.

NewsItems

“A CONTENTED INDIA”

COMMON EFFORT
NEEDED

LORD Irwin was to-day the guestof the Colonial
Institute at a farewell lunch, Lord Fitzalan
presiding, Two hundred persons were present,
including the Earl of Meath, the Marquess of
Aberdeen, Lord Emmott, Lord Glandyne, Sir
Atuland Lady Chatterjee, Sir Francis Younghusband,
Sir Reginald Wingate and Sir Benjamin Robertson.

Proposing the toast of the guest Lord Fitzalan
described the Viceroyalty as the most glorious
burden that could fall on any subject of the
King. He said without hesitation “In Lord Irwin
we have the right man.” (Applause.) He paid
tribute to Lord Irwin's uprightness, conscientiousness
and courage and believed he would act up to
the “terribly responsible duties.”

B. N. R. GRIEVANCE

COMMONS
QUESTION ON
ALLEGED
DISMISSALS

(SPECIAL CABLE.)
LONDON, MAR.

IN the House of Commons to-day Mr.J. Scurr
(Lab,, Stepney Mile End), at question time
declared that considerable unrest prevailed
among the employees of the Bengal-Nagpur
Railway owing to the alleged indis-criminate
dismy | of numbers of wnrkers He alleged
that the repre-sentations of the men had l)een
ignored and that there was danger of a stoppage.
He asked whether Earl Winterton would cause
an inquiry to be held on the question with a
view to meeting the grievances of the men.

Earl Winterton in his reply pointed out that
the Bengal-Nagpur Railway was company-
managed, and Lord Birkenhead was not prepared
to intervene in the matter. —Copyright.

The financial position of Great Britain was
strong and sound.

“A SCRATCH TEAM”

C.B.FRYAND
ENGLISH TEST
PLAYERS

(Special Cable.)
LONDON, MAR.

COMMANDER C. B. FRY, the Hampshire
cricketer, speaking at a luncheon at the Criterion
Restaurant said he had discovered a most
interesting psychological point in cricket namely
that when playing in a real team one became
endowed with a virtue other than that which
existed inoneas an individual. The Australians
would play as a real team and the English
would be only a scratch team, the players being
drawn one from here and one from there. The

s would havet Jous advantage.

Questioned as to why the English team work
was lacking, he replied that they would not
organise and the Counties would not sacrifice
their men. —Copyright.
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ITISH Kumar, who heads

JD(U), has confirmed the
speculation that he would be mov-
ing to the Rajya Sabha after resign-
ing as Bihar Chief Minister. In a so-
cial media post, he talked about his
“desire” to have served as a member
of four legislative Houses—the Lok
Sabha MP, the Rajya Sabha, and the
Legislative Assembly and the Legis-
lative Council of Bihar. Cynics and
Nitish detractors may say that he
is making a virtue out of necessity,
but it is also true that as a senior RS
member he can play a meaningful

Addressing his supporters and
people of Bihar, he wrote, “For the
past two decades, you have trust-
ed and supported me, and I have

served you with full dedication. It is
your trust and support due to which
Bihar s setting new standards in de-
velopment”

While his tenure as Chief Minis-
ter was surely better than those of
Lalu Prasad Yadav and Rabri Devi,
it was not exactly the gold standard
of good governance. In fact, his gov-
ernment looked good because the
preceding one was abysmal.

Then there was the disastrous
policy of prohibition that further
intensified the incidence of corrup-
tion and led to the loss of revenue
and many mishaps—without much
decline in alcoholism. Introduced
in 2016, primarily at the behest of
Kumar, its failure was made evident
by the report of the National Fam-

ily Health Survey (NFHS-5) 2019-
20. It said 15.5 per cent of all males
above 15 years consumed alcohol,
the consumption being higher in
rural areas than in towns. Con-
sumption was more in Bihar than in
Maharashtra.

Economic development, for in-
stance, remained limited by struc-
tural challenges. The state contin-
ued to lag behind most others in
industrial investment, employment
generation, and per capita income.
Migration of labourers to other
states remained a defining feature
of Bihar's economy.

Now it is up to the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party, one of whose leaders is
likely to succeed Kumar, to chart a
new course for the state. As for Ku-

As Rajya Sabha member, Nitish can emerge as statesman

mar, we will see if he takes his RS
membership as a retirement home
where he has reached ticking all the
boxes or a new innings with new
responsibilities. His party’s support
to the Narendra Modi government
is critical, so his statements will car-
ry a lot of weight. Will he throw his
weight around to keep the govern-
ment in check? Only time will tell,
but he certainly has the opportunity
10 act like an elder statesman. After
all, the Rajya Sabha is also known as
the House of Elders.

The very nature of the RS pro-
vides such an opportunity. It is
meant 10 serve as a chamber of
reflection and deliberation, where
experienced leaders examine leg-
islation with greater detachment

than the more politically charged
Lok Sabha. Senior leaders who no
longer face the immediate pres-
sures of electoral politics can use
the platform to guide debates, ques-
tion executive decisions, and defend
constitutional principles.

Kumar, therefore, stands at an
interesting crossroads. On one path
lies the possibility of quiet retire-
ment. On the other hand lies the
chance to begin a new innings, us-
ing his experience and stature to
influence national politics in a more
reflective and statesmanlike role.
Which path he ultimately chooses
will determine how history judges
this final phase of his career, maybe
his entire career if he excels asan RS
member.

The intelligence failure that reshaped the Middle East

£h

_ CHITTARVU RAGHU

HE targeted assas-
sination of Iran's Su-
preme Leader, Ayatol-

lah Ali Khamenei, appears
to have been conceived in
Washington and Tel Aviv as
the ultimate “decapitation
strike” — a move expected
to cripple the ideological
and political core of the Is-
lamic Republic and force a
rapid strategic retreat. Such
calculations assumed that
Irans highly centralized
leadership structure would
collapse into confusion once
its most powerful figure was
removed.

Yet the emerging real-
ity suggests that this as-
sumption may have been a
profound  miscalculation.
Instead of descending into
paralysis or internal power
struggles, Iran’s military
establishment  appears  to
have quickly consolidated
authority and  activated
what analysts increasingly
describe as a prepared con-
tingency framework — a
“Plan B The speed and co-
herence of the response have
raised  serious questions
about whether Western in-
telligence agencies, particu-
larly the Central Intelligence
Agency (CIA) and Israels
Mossad, fully understood
the depth and resilience of
Tran’s strategic doctrine.

At the heart of the intel-
ligence failure lies a famil-
iar strategic blind spot: the
persistent  underestimation

Ch Rajeshwar Rao : A Raja among journalists of his days

DR VELCHALA
Konpar Rao

am happy to write a few

words of appreciation in
connection with the 3rd an-
niversary (March 6) of the
senior journalist Late Sri
Ch.Rajeshwar Rao. Sri Ch.
Rajeshwar Rao belonged to the
times when we called a jour-
nalist a senior, measuring his
seniority in terms of his cov-
erage of growth and develop-
ment contributing to welfare
with reference to governance.

We had stalwarts in journal-
ism like Chalapati Rao, Kasa
Subba Rao, Ramalingeshwar
Rao and the like, whom prom-
inent men who belonged to
many fields treated with great
respect for their stature and
views. They were visionaries
andscholars whose views were
taken as the most valuable to
be valued for many purposes
in  politics, economics and
many other.

They were treated as equal
to the most eminent to dis-
cuss, consult on many impor-
tant matters. In fact very many
policies in government were
formulated and enunciated on
the basis of their views. Even
men like Jawaharlal Nehru re-
spected and invited them for
discussion. That is for reason

of asymmetric  warfare.
Western intelligence models
may have predicted that the
death of the Supreme Leader
would produce a vacuum
of power within the Iranian
system, potentially paralyz-
ing the Islamic Revolution-
ary Guard Corps (IRGC).
However, the I[slamic Re-
publics governance struc-
ture — built over decades
— was designed precisely to
withstand such shocks. Au-
thority within the IRGC, the
clerical establishment, and
the broader security appa-
ratus appears to have transi-
tioned smoothly into a col-
lective command structure.

Irans military doctrine
has long acknowledged
its inability to defeat the
United States or Israel in a
conventional military con-
frontation. Instead, Teh-
ran has invested heavily in
asymmetric capabilities —
drones, ballistic missiles,
proxy militias, cyber opera-
tions, and distributed com-
mand networks. These tools
allow Iran to wage a form
of strategic harassment that
imposes continuous costs on
its adversaries while avoid-
ing full-scale conventional
war.

Recent developments in-
dicate that this doctrine is
now being executed with
remarkable intensity. Drone
swarms, missile strikes, and
Proxy operations across lhe

At the heart of the issue lies a familiar strategic
blind spot: the persistent underestimation of
asymmetric warfare. Western intelligence models
may have predicted that the death of the Supreme
Leader would produce a vacuum of power within
the Iranian system, potentially paralyzing the
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC).

the Islamic

— built over d

S

—was

precisely to withstand such shocks

installations and regional
infrastructure signal a de-
liberate strategy to widen
the strategic battlefield. The
most alarming dimension
of the escalation is the will-
ingness to target s(a(es thal

into an already volatile situ-
ation.

Another factor compli-
cating the situation is the
divergence in long-term ob-
jectives between the United
States and Israel. For Israel,

were p:
penphcra] o rht conflict.
By extending the theatre
of cunl'mnmliun he)'ond
its i i i

Iran an existen-
tial stumly challenge. Is-
raeli strategic thinking has
therefore leaned toward the

Iran appears to be sngnalhng
that any country fz

ibility of regime change,
with the belief that disman-
tling the ideological founda-

weakening Irans military
capabilities, successive
American administrations
have been wary of the un-
predictable consequences of
regime change and the pros-
pect of prolonged regional
conflict.

This difference in priori-
ties creates a strategic gap.
While Israel  prioritises
dismantling the Iranian
regime, the United States
seeks containment and de-
terrence. Such divergence
can produce fragmented
strategies — precise strikes
and targeted operations
without a coherent long-
term political roadmap. Iran
appears to have capitalised
on this ambiguity, expand-
ing its low-intensity conflict
strategy through networks
of drones, proxies, and ir-
regular forces that operate
below the threshold of con-
ventional warfare.

Modern  Western  mili-
tary strategy has placed
enormous faith in preci-
sion warfare — the belief
that high-value targets can
be eliminated with surgical
accuracy to achieve decisive
outcomes. However, preci-
sion strikes often struggle
against decentralized ad-
versaries. Destroying com-
mand centres or eliminating
senior leaders does not nec-
essarily neutralize networks
designed to function au-

ly. Mobile drone

region have d

that Iran's capacity for retali-
ation was never dependent
on a single leader. Rather, it
is embedded within a decen-
tralised and layered security
architecture.

The expansion of hostili-
ties across multiple theatres
underscores the scale of
the miscalculation. At
tacks targeting American

military operations against
it may become a potential
target.

Such moves introduce an
additional layer of geopo-
litical risk. Strikes affecting
NATO-aligned territories or
European-adjacent airspace

tions of the Islamic Republic
may ultimately remove the
threat posed b\, Iran’s re-
gional networks and missile
programmes.

The United States, by con-
trast, has historically framed
the Iranian challenge pri-
marily through lhe lens of

would  significantly alter
the T n

of the conflict, potentially
drawing additional actors

nuclear
While W.lshmgmn has sup-
ported measures aimed at

platforms, dispersed missile
units, and proxy militias
embedded within civilian
environments are difficult
to eradicate through con-
ventional targeting.

Irans continued ability to
launch attacks suggests that
the strategic ecosystem sus-
taining its military opera-
tions remains largely intact.
The persistence of these

Today is the veteran scribe’s 3" death anniversary

of their being very well versed
not only in journalism but also
in language, literature, music
and art.

But as the time passed,
journalism came to be known
more for sensationalism and
popularism than for intel-
lectualism. News dominated
the views, politricks domi-
nated politics and views only
counted than the visions. Ad-
vertisements and  sensation
news took more space than
the normal. Men below a de-
sirable standard got elected
or nominated. They, who had
money or muscle or both.
Noise came to dominate more
than the voice. Cast became
the primary qualification than
the qualification. Regionalism
became the primary consid-
eration than nationalism.

The decline of standards in
educational institutions  was
so much glaring that men
who not to speak of literature
art and music but even of
language and culture became
scarcer. Journalism could not
help depending upon men
who were more ordinary than
the extraordinary. Populism
became as much the forte of
the journalists as it became
the forte of politicians, Adver-
tisements covered more space
in newspapers than all other.

i3 o e 4
Itwas his up-to-date knowledge in politics as well as
in many other fields which was very much respected,
recognised and valued in all circles where he moved. In
fact he was more appreciated because he knew so much,
remembered so much, and could share so much on so
many matters of life and living. He meticulously made note
ofthe mostimportant to be remembered and quoted

Paid news covered more space
than any other.

Even the language in jour-
nalism in general started de-
teriorating so much that in
the name of common man’s
language, common language
became very common. The
captions became more promi-
nent than all other. In general
journalism declined as much
as all other. Junior-Journalism
replaced  senior-journalism
and junior journalists very
much the senior journalists.

Many senior journalists like

Ch. Rajeshwar Rao were either
tired or retired and replace-
ments became very difficult.
Men like Raghavachary and
Rajeshwar Rao who were well
read and well connected be-
came very rare.

If the standards of newspa-
pers declined we can't attrib-
ute the reasons to journalism
alone but to all other fields
particularly for decline in edu-
cation and in particular to de-
cline in learning the languages.

To come back to Rajeshwar
Rao, he was so fond of good

language and good views that
unlike many journalists of the
past and the present he spent
much of his time in reading
books and in calling the atten-
tion of people whom he met
to the books that he read. That
was his strength wherever he
moved and whomever he met.

Rajeshwar was a student
when I was the principal of
SRR Government College, Ka-
rimnagar. [ always found him
with a book in one hand and
a dictionary in another. It was
really very amusing to see a
student like that in those days.
1 was really amazed to see that
even when he left the college
and joined journalism.

It was his up-to-date knowl-
edge in politics as well as in
many other fields which was
very much respected, recog-
nised and valued in all circles
where he moved. In fact he was
more appreciated because he
knew so much, remembered
so much, and could share so
much on so many matters of
life and living. He meticu-
lously made note of the most
important to be remembered
and quoted.

The dairies which he kept of
the notes that he took from the
books he read if only could be
published would goa long way
to enrich and empower any

operations indicates that in-
telligence assessments may
have focused excessively on
hardware and Ieadershlp
hierarchies  while under-
estimating the ideological
cohesion and institutional
resilience of the Iranian sys-
tem.

If current trends con-
tinue, the assassination of
Trans Supreme Leader may
ultimately be remembered
as a tactical success but a
strategic  miscalculation.
Decapitation strategies have
historically produced mixed
outcomes. While they can
disrupt leadership struc-
tures in the short term, they
can also provoke consoli-
dation, radicalization, and
escalation — particularly
when the targeted state pos-
sesses  robust ideological
institutions and a deeply en-
trenched security apparatus.

For  policymakers in
Washington and Tel Aviv,
the unfolding situation rais-
es difficult questions about
the reliability of intelligence

assessments and the risks of

assuming that ad\mrsanes

[SIEES

Nitish plotting his moves carefully

'HIS refers to “Bihar CM Nitish likely to opt for Ra-

jya Sabha” (5 March). Historically, the BJP (earlier Jan
Sangh) had little space in Bihar, a state shaped by socialist
stalwarts such as Jayaprakash Narayan, Karpoori Thakur,
Acharya Narendra Dev and veteran leaders like Basa-
won Singh. Later, student leaders—Sharad Yadav, Nitish
Kumar, Ram Vilas Paswan and Lalu Prasad Yadav—rose
under Lok Nayak’s influence and collectively resisted the
Sangh's foothold in the state.

Ironically, except for Lalu, most of them eventually
helped the BJP grow, often in pursuit of narrow political
ambitions. Today, with dwindling numbers, the JD(U)
chief and Bihar CM appears under pressure to trade the
Chief Minister’s chair for a Rajya Sabha seat.

Nitish Kumar, long seen nurturing prime ministerial
ambitions, may now settle for a different address—per-
haps even Rashtrapati Bhavan in 2027. Either way, his po-
litical innings seems carefully insured till 2032.

N Nagarajan, Hyderabad

US-Iran war, a case of military overreach

N a demonstration of its military power, the US, by us-

ing a submarine, has sunk an Iranian warship, Iris Dena
in the Indian Ocean off the south coast of Sri Lanka. With-
out disguising his glee at the sinking of the Iranian frigate,
US Defence Secretary Pete Hogseth leading the Pentagon
boasted that Iran was under the illusion that the vessel was
safe in international waters and it was the first sinking of
an enemy ship by a torpedo since World War I1.

It was clearly an act of military overreach. Here in In-
dia, we felt a sense of nearness to the ongoing conflict. In
this day and age there is no guarantee that a war won't be
spilled over into areas outside the theatre of war.

The US and Iran continue to pound Iran, reducing the
lives of 90 million Iranians to a daily test of endurance. US
claim that this war is fought in the interest of Iranians is
belied by the fact that more than 1000 Iranian civilians lost
their lives to the war. The deadly strike on a girls' school
has claimed the lives of over 100 innocent girl students. If
it is not an act of inhumanity, what is it?

Washington speaks of “regime change” in Tehran. By
the same logic, Teheran must have the right to speak of
“regime change” in Washington. But then military might
and economic wherewithal to impose sanctions which the
US did for so long make all the difference! Itis remarkable
that in this moment of great difficulty people of Iran are
united in offering resistance through retaliation.

In any case, it is a collective failure of our civilization
that there has been no worldwide movement against war
and for peace at a time when a dangerous war is playing
out in West Asia. The United Nations Organization has
become powerless to prevail on world powers, in the pre-
sent context the US and Israel, to de-escalate and opt for
diplomacy, instead of war to resolve geopolitical conflicts,
no matter what their causes are.

G David Milton, Maruthancode, Tamil Nadu

Al and knowledge-driven economy

will respond in p
ways. The central lcssun is
clear: removing a leader
does not necessarily dis-
mantle a system. In Iran's
case, the Islamic Republic
appears to have anticipated
precisely such a scenario —
and prepared for it.

What was intended as a
decisive strike may instead
have opened the door to a
prolonged regional confron-
tation, one that underscores
the enduring complexity of
Middle Eastern geopolitics
and the limits of military
solutions in deeply ideologi-
cal conflicts.

(The writer is a senior
advocate)

book lovers and journalists.
1 still wish that they are pub-
lished by the press council for
the benefit of many journalists.

Raghavachary, who himself

was a very prominent journal-
ist was related to him and both
of them spent a lot of time in
exchanging views. When Ra-
ghavachary died Rajeshwar
Rao became so forlom and
depressed. That was a great
setback to him from which he
could never recover.

He was a great source of :

inspiration to me. I have lost a
good friend and a good refer-
ence point. He was a rare jour-
nalist who was not only well
read, well versed but also well
equipped in communication
and conversation in Telugu,
English and Urdualso.

His death left a very big gap
not only in journalism but also
in intellectualism as he was a
good company to meet and to
talk to and to even to seek an
advice whenever it was wanted
as he had a very rich experi-
ence as he worked with very
many Chief Ministers of AP
and was very much respected
by the senior officers for creat-
ing cordial relationship with
the senior politicians as he also
worked as a PRO.

(The writer is a senior -

freedom fighter)

DOPTING Al solutions at scale and upskxllmg the
k is the imperative for India’s tech
ecosystem to remain globally competitive. Rather than
posing a threat to the software services industry, Al acts
as a powcrful force mulhpher—enham.mg productivity,

and pi bilities. Enterprises
are increasingly integrating Al to expand value chains and
create new avenues of efficiency and creativity. India has
already witnessed several globa] partnerships centred on
Al-driven d P growing confi in
its technological capacity. “Hesitation at this stage would
be costly. Harnessed wisely, Al can contribute across sec-
tors, accelerating Indias journey toward a knowledge-
driven economy - to become a world leader.
K R Venkata Narasimhan, Madurai

1

HIS refers to your editorial ‘Adopt Al solutions at

scale and up to remain relevant. Al (artificial
intelligence) despite the initial hiccups has come to be
part of the Indian and global industrial scenario. AT will
emerge as an inevitable and accepted trend in robotic au-
tomations, advanced medical and surgical aspects, auto-
mobile industries and defence fields. Alwillemergeasan
malnenable aspect in space research and unmanned space

cience will become red

without AT apphcahons in relevant areas, to be made part
of the academic curriculum. Al adoption will become a
driving aspect for jobs and emerging technologies. Tech-
nology cannibalisation may not be avoided initially in
some fields; and Al-led solutions will be the future trend
for the researches of the future.

K V Raghuram, Wayanad

thehansreader@gmail.com

Siddaramaiah to present his

record 17th Budget today

BENGALURU: The Budget Session of the Karnataka Leg-
islature will begin here on Friday, with Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah presenting the Budget for 2026-27, his record
17th as the state’s finance minister. This is another feat for
Siddaramaiah, who recently surpassed D Devaraj Urs's
record to become the longest-serving Chief Minister of
Karnataka. However, this has come amid speculation over
a possible change of Chief Minister after the Budget ses-
sion, citing a “power-sharing” arrangement between him
and his deputy D K Shivakumar, at the time of the gov-
ernment formation in 2023. According to official sources,
Siddaramaiah as the finance minister, faces a “tightrope
walk” as he must negotiate between containing the revenue
deficit and funding his government’s populist guarantee
schemes (‘Shakti, ‘Gruha Lakshmi| ‘Gruha Jyoti “Yuva
Nidhi’ and ‘Anna Bhagya'). Faced with a revenue shortfall
amid rising expenditure commitments, he has a task cut
out to maneuver the state’s finances while maintaining fis-
cal discipline. As the CM is expected to look for resource
mabilisation measures, speculations are rife that there may
bean increase in taxes, There are calls to trim the outlay on
the ‘guarantee’ schemes, with annual spending for the five
schemes exceeding Rs 50,000 crore.
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Nitishs move
Set to vacate CM's chair for the BJP

HE inevitable is set to happen in Bihar.

Janata Dal (United) chief Nitish Kumar,

who took oath as the chief minister for a

record 10th time less than four months

ago, is on course to vacate the coveted
chair. The 75-year-old Nitish will contest the upcom-
ing Rajya Sabha polls. His victory, which is a foregone
conclusion because of the ruling alliance’s comfort-
able majority in the Assembly, will bring to an end his
two-decade-long journey as the CM. In all probability,
his successor will be from the BJP, which emerged as
the single largest party in the November 2025 Assem-
bly elections. The JD(U) had put up a strong show,
which helped Nitish stay remain in the saddle, but it
seemed to be only a matter of time before he would
step down — voluntarily or otherwise. Bihar is the
only Hindi heartland state where the saffron party has
not had a chief minister of its own so far.

There is speculation that Nitish’s son Nishant
Kumar, a rookie in active politics, will join the new gov-
ernment as deputy CM. However, with the BJP going all
out to tighten its grip on power in Bihar, the JD(U) is
poised to play second fiddle. There is bound to be dis-
gruntlement among JD(U) leaders over the power
imbalance. The challenge for the ageing Nitish would
be to keep his flock together and ensure that his party
does not cede too much ground to its allies.

Nitish’s entry into the Rajya Sabha will present an
opportunity to Lok Janshakti Party (Ram Vilas) chief
and Union minister Chirag Paswan to make deeper
inroads into state politics. The turn of events is also
significant for the main Opposition party, the
Rashtriya Janata Dal, which will look to exploit chinks
in the ruling coalition’s armour.

Tonnes of garbage

Scientific waste disposal needed in Punjab

UNJAR's garbage crisis is no longer merely

an urban nuisance; it has become an environ-

mental hazard over the decades. With stricter

waste management norms set to take effect

on April 1, civic bodies across the state are
confronting a daunting reality: mountains of legacy
waste, weak municipal capacity and the threat of regu-
latory penalties. Across Punjab’s 166 urban local bod-
ies, nearly 41 lakh metric tonnes of legacy waste still
remain to be cleared — a task unlikely to be completed
before April 2027. Years of unscientific dumping have
created sprawling garbage mountains that release tox-
ic leachate, contaminate groundwater and periodically
catch fire. At the same time, cities generate thousands
of tonnes of fresh municipal waste every day, much of
which still ends up mixed and poorly processed.

The upcoming Solid Waste Management Rules are
meant to bring order to this chaos. They require stricter
segregation of waste streams, mapping and remedia-
tion of dumpsites and a time-bound push toward scien-
tific processing. Yet the new regime also exposes how ill-
prepared many municipalities remain, Even in districts
that claim 100% door-to-door collection, mixed waste
continues to be transported to dumping grounds with
little segregation or treatment.

Regulatory pressure is mounting. The National
Green Tribunal has repeatedly pulled up the state for
failing to manage solid waste and untreated sewage,
imposing heavy environmental compensation. Civic
bodies are reportedly paying around Rs 10 lakh daily in
penalties for non-compliance, It is a reflection of the
costs of administrative inertia. Punjab now faces a crit-
ical test. Bio-mining legacy dumps, enforcing segrega-
tion at source and strengthening municipal infrastruc-
ture must become urgent priorities. Without stronger
planning, funding and accountability, the new rules risk
becoming another well-intentioned reform buried
under decades of accumulated neglect.

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

The Tribune.
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Education policy of Punjab

'WE have already discussed some aspects of the education policy
of the Punjab Government, and have pointed out the intensely
communal outlook which dominates that policy. If we leave out
of account that vicious tendency to promote the interests of one
particular community at the cost of another, and merely look at
the results achieved during the last five years, \.he Educatxon
Department deserves to be onits

OPINION
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The inmates are running the asylum

[n Trump's topsy-turvy Washlngton DC, there is a dense fog over the objectives of the attacks on Iran
-

NAVDEEP SURI
FORMER AMBASSADOR
TO EGYPT AND UAE

MID the unprovoked
and illegal attacks
launched by the Unit-
ed States and Israel
n the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran on February 28, the
rupee is falling, stock markets
have crashed, oil prices have
soared and there is a looming
shortage of LNG and LPG. None
of this is linked with the fiscal
strategies of the Ministry of
Finance or monetary policies of
the Reserve Bank of India. And it
comes in the wake of the chaos
unleashed by US President Don-
ald Trump’s tariff tantrums and
the turbulence created by Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine. Wel-
come to a brave new world where
geopolitics has become the new
Macroeconomics.

In Trump’s topsy-turvy Wash-
ington DC, there is a dense fog
over the objectives of the attacks.
Initially, the stated focus was on
Iran’s nuclear programme.
Oman's Foreign Minister Badr Al
Busaidi mediated several rounds
of talks in Muscat that brought
Iran and the US close to a final
agreement. But the guns were
locked and loaded, forcing the
usually low-key Busaidi tomake a
desperate public plea. Give diplo-
macy a chance, he said, because
Iran had finally agreed that it
would not accumulate or stock-
pile any enriched uranium.

That didn’t prevent Israel and
the US from launching a volley of
strikes on the morning of February
28 to assassinate Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei and several other sen-
ior members of the theocratic
regime in Iran. Because neither
Resxdmt'l}mnpnurIsmethme
Minister ji

MINAB TRAGEDY : Bombing a school and k)[llngwer 160 girls isn't going to win hearts & minds in lran. REUTERS

It wasn’t just the nuclear pro-
gramme; it was also Iran’s mis-
siles and launchers, US Secre-
tary of State Marco Rubio later
clarified. No, the real problem
was the regime itself, Trump
asserted. Regime change? Sure-
ly Washington hadn’t already
forgotten its disastrous experi-
ments with regime change in
Libya, Iraq and Afghanistan? In
Iraq, Saddam Hussein’s alleged
nuclear weapons were never
found but he was defeated,
deposed and captured in 2003.
The power vacuum created by
the dismantling of the Ba'ath
Party gave birth to the Islamic
State and a host of other extrem-
ist groups. The Americans ended
upwith 37,000 casualties (dead or
injured), a bill of $2.9 trillion and
abattered and bruised country.

In Afghanistan, the Taliban
paid the price for hosting Osama
bin Laden in the wake of the 9/11

We are, once again,
witnessing a case of an
aggressive tail wagging

abefuddled dog.

went through a destructive civil
war and still remains cleaved
into two antagonistic parts.
Arms flowing into Libya have
also fed into Islamist groups in
the Sahel, leading to violent
insurgencies in Mali, Burkina
Faso and Niger. Regime change
has consequences.

Israel, though, has no such mis-

attacks. They were defeated and
removed from power in 2001,
only to triumphantly return to
Kabul in 2021. The Americans
suffered over 25,000 casualties
and spent $2.3 trillion in the tax-
payer-funded fiasco. In Libya,

could take Yes for an answer.

Qaddafi was taken
down in 2011, but the country

givings. \ is quite clear
that his end goalisto get a friend-
ly regime in place in Tehran.
“This is what I have aspired for
40 years,” he crowed. Don't miss
this opportunity to take back
your country, he told the Irani-
ans. And unlike the Americans
who were lookmg for a quick

exit, Israel is quite prepared fora
campaign that would last several
weeks. The emerging script sug-
gests that we are, once again, wit-
nessing a case of an aggressive
tail wagging a befuddled dog.
For the Iranians, who have been
at the receiving end of an unpopu-
larand repressive regime, itisn'ta
question of simple binaries. Hat-
ing the theocratic regime doesn't
mean embracing the US and
Israel. The Central Intelligence
Agency's (CIA's) Operation Ajax
in 1953 to remove then Prime

and-control structure. They have
managed to land some blows on
US military bases in Kuwait,
Qatar and Bahrain. They have
also hit airports, ports, hotels and
energy infrastructure in each of
the six Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) states and announced the
closure of the Strait of Hormuz to
all shipping traffic.

In lashing out at its Arab
neighbours, Tehran appears to
have reserved a special ire for
the UAE, despatching over a
thousand missiles and drones at
Abu Dhabi, Dubai, Sharjah and
Fujairah. Effective air defence
systems have kept damage to a
minimum, but Tehran clearly
hopes that its attacks will force
the rulers of Qatar, UAE and
Saudi Arabia to use their special
relationship with Trump and
bring the war to an early halt.

That tactic might backfire. Abu
Dhabi has formidable defence
capabilities but has so far chosen
to act with restraint, as have the
other Gulf nations. Thisis not our
‘war, they have maintained, even
as they have asserted their right
to respond to Iran’s aggression.

Over thelast few years, the Gulf
countries had worked assiduous-
1y tomend fences with Iran. They
had actively opposed this war, not
only forits potential to destabilise
the region but also because a bel-
ligerent Israel had started to
appear as a larger strategic threat
1.han aweakened Iran. But Iran’s

Minister Mc

and install the Shah hasn’t been
forgotten. Bombing a school in
Minab and killing over 160 school-
girls isn't going to win hearts and
minds in Iran. Nor will reports
that the CIA is planning to arm
the Kurdish minority to rise
against Tehran. Having seen Iraq
and Syria next door, they would
also realise that even a bad gov-
ernment is better than having no
government at all.

Iran’s own response to the
bombings appears to have
caught the US by surprise. The
regime has survived the decapi-
tation of its top leaders by pivot-
ing to a collective leadership and
amore decentralised command-

thelast sixdays have
endangered their economic secu-
rity and may even push some into
Jjoining the US-Israel coalition. It
is a choice between the devil and
the deep blue sea.

Finally, spare a thought for
Canadian PM Mark Carney's
spirited pleain Davos foraconcert
of middle powers to counter
Trump’s unilateral violations of
international law. The last week
has shown Carney, along with the
leaders of France, Germany, Aus-
tralia, UK and even India, delicate-
ly tiptoeing around the debris of
therules-based order. Because the
inmates in Washington DC are
running the asylum. And nobody
wants to mess with them.

Middle East history is replete with examples of missed and lost chances to make peace. —Richard N Haass

HK Duawas an editor
of integrity, courage

ROOPINDER SINGH

'HE editorial meeting at The Tribune was sacrosanct. It began

at11am, and Editor-in-Chief HK Dua was never late. So,when

the clock ticked past eleven one morning, we were puzzled.
When he finally walked in, he apologised simply, “I'm sorry I'm

late.” Then, to Punjabi, hy

that sc Army

officers had come home and taken up his entire morning. The context
was clear to us. The Tribune had recently published areport that was

bound to embarrass a

afor-

authority in Ck

mer General. Curious, I asked him what the officers had said.

“They were speaking about the code of conduct,” he replied.
“They insisted that no senior officer could violate it, and therefore
the person concerned should be given the benefit of the doubt. I
told them if any one of them wished to put his name to the state-
ment they were making, I would be happy to publish it.” They
stayed on for tea, no message came.

That was HK Dua — firm in conviction, soft-spoken in manner
and instinctively skilled at handling people. I had the privilege of
serving with him throughout his tenure at The Tribune.

He strengthened the paper’s national presence by hiring corre-
spondents across India and pushing reporters. He supported and
expanded the digital initiatives. He placed particular emphasis on
improving the visual appeal of the newspaper.

He was also keen to innovate. I recall when he summoned me
and asked that we introduce Sudoku. “Numbers have never been
my strong suit,” I protested. He smiled and said, “T know you will

find a way.” And somehow, we did.

He was ably supported by a carefully chosen team, especially AJ
Philip, who knew the institution intimately, having steered it dur-
ing the interregnum between Hari Jaisingh's departure and Mr
Dua s Jommg after his diplomatic assignment ended.

h's social

adepartment run largely for the benefit of one community, it has
shown satisfactory progress and carried on its campaign to ban-
ishilliteracy from that community with considerable success. The
enrolment of pupils has increased by 362.660 during the last four
years, the number having risen from 556,989 in 1920-21 t0 919,649
in 1924-25. The percentage of pupils under instruction to the total
population is now4.44 as compared with 4.07 a year ago. If the fig-
ures for boys are taken, then the percentage is 7.28 as compared
with 6.6 last year: Of course, the progress, though substantial, is
far from adequate. Even on the orthodox basis of calculation that
14 per cent of the population should be at school, barely half the
task is completed so far as the boys are concerned, and if the fig-
ures relating to girls are also included, then more than three-
fourths of the task yet remains to be done. Considerable leeway,
therefore, has to be made up before literacy can be said to have
fairly advanced in the province. As to the educational institutions
for male students, arts colleges have increased from 17 in 1924 to
21in 1925, high schoals from 237 to 254, middle schools from 1,069
to 1,404 and special schools from 1,579 to 2.427.

also changed when Mr Dua and

st Adity Dua began patronising cultural events in the city. Look-
ing back, what stands out is not merely the professional association,
but arelationship that outlasted his years in Chandigarh.

We remained in touch. During our phone conversations, he
invariably began with, “How is Jaspreet?” and ended with,
“Please convey my regards to your Mama.” Those courtesies
revealed the man behind the public figure.

Even after suffering a stroke, he maintained a disciplined rou-
tine, often visiting the India International Centre library to read

his favourite

We would ¢ ionally meet him there

— alert, engaged, still deeply connected to public affairs.

On a personal note, he presided over the release of my book Guru
Nanak: His Life and Teachings in Chandigarh. He proudly smiled
as he sat with Mrs Dua and Hari Jaisingh when we released Sikh

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Human touch vital in education

Refer to ‘Empower teachers to raise the
bar’; we must not forget that teachers mou]d
human minds, they cannot work
real empowerment
springs from their passion for answering the
unasked questions — their ability to deci-
pher the rhythm of thoughts and their love
for connecting with them. The classroom is
an absolutely unpredictable world; there-
fore, the external pressure of fault-finding
inspections defeats the very purpose of an
unobtrusive teaching-learning experience.
Interference by ministers or officials makes
the teacher a “king dethroned.” To achieve

cally. For teachers,

h lakh

Food adulteration an emergency
With reference to ‘Food adulteration’; with bare-
ly about 2,000 FSOs on an average for over 55

food business ¢ (FBOs).

effective monitoring is practically impossible.
Compounding this is the rule that an FBO may
be inspected only once a year, a serious lacuna.
Inspection responsibility should be shared
across the entire administrative hierarchy, from
senior officials to FSOs, on the pattern followed
in organisationslike FCI to ensure frequent sur-
prise checks. About 300 mobile food testing labs
exist but many remain non-functional due to
staff shortages. Unless the government treats
food adulteration as a national publlc heal?.h
th

the best results, we must prioritise psycho- , with strict
logical inputs from our social pillars over the  closure of offending units, this menace will con-
high-tech gadgets of the present day. The tinuetoendanger public health.
bar can be raised tangibly by human touch SURJIT SINGH BHATOA, PANCHKULA
than by creating a fuss.

RAKESH MOHAN SHARMA, PATHANKOT  Political reasons for Punjab debt

Refer to ‘Punjab’s debt crosses Rs 4L cr'; the

Let teachers decide own algorithm  political reasons seem to overshadow the eco-

Apropos of ‘Empower teachers to raise the
bar’; inspections should be of infrastructure,
not academics. Low performance of any stu-
dent may be due to many factors. The stu-
ratio in a

dent-teach

should be

nomic reasons. The freebies are meant only to
attract voters, even though the financial bur-
dens are enormous. The government should
think twice before offering doles. The Punjab

on top priority. Let academic issues be dealt
by teachers at their own level. A teacher
should be allowed to decide his/her own ped-
agogy. Authorities should repose faith in the
teaching staff. The policy and the system
should be simplified. Let teachers decide

travel for

must withdraw free power, free bus
dth i

free

Health Card for treatment above Rs 10 lakh in
private hospitals. The government is already in
economic distress, with greater responsibilities
like curbing the drug menace, reining in gang-
sters and ensuring infi

their own algorithm and step-by-step solu-
tions to the problems of students.

INDERJIT SINGH, MALERKOTLA

Violation of the right to life

In the wake of escalating tensions in West
Asia, we are ignoring the environment,
which becomes a silent casualty of war.
Amidst the ruins, any citizen loses more
than just a home; he/she loses the right to
clean water, fertile soil and, most important-
ly, the right to life. We must stop viewing
environmental degradation as an unfortu-
nate byproduct of war and start seeing it for
what it is; a calculated violation of the right  over,
to life. In the hunger for victory, environ-
ment is being destroyed beyond repair to

NPS SOHAL, CHANDIGARH

At the cost of taxpayers’ money

Apropos of news report ‘After schools & hos-

pitals, Punjab buses don AAP colours; Oppn

livid'; all governments, whether at the Centre

or state, follow such tactics to make their
felt, th rn hereis all this d

satisfy the egos of world leaders.

Heritage: Ethos and Relics in Delhi. He also recorded a gracious
video message for my retirement. Those gestures remain precious.
HK Dua will be missed —as an editor of integrity and courage,

and as a man of civility and warmth.
The writer is a senior journalist and author

epaper.tribuneindia.com

SHIVAM AGGARWAL, LUDHIANA

w1ﬂ1 the taxpayers’ money. After the change
in government, the tax payers’ money will
again be wasted on removing this paint.
Instead, the government can spend the same
amount in developing public infrastructure
and generating public employment. More-
people should not fall for these cheap
gimmicks of political parties. The judiciary
must take suo motu notice of this loot of the
public’s hard-earned money.

HARWINDER SINGH, BY MAIL

Letters to the Editor, typed in double space, should not exceed the 200-word limit.
These should be cogently written and can be sent by e-mail to: Letters@tribunemail.com
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the fast-changing
geopolitics of today,
Field Marshal Asim
Munir's choices are
gathering  ominously
over Pakistan, stretching the
country's thin economy, its
political capabilities, its mili-
tary resources and its diplo-
matic gambles.

Pakistan's de facto ruler, who
was a hated figure in the coun-
try after jailing its popular
politician Imran Khan, has

Soon after, came the terror
strike at Pahalgam, and India’s
decision to strike Pakistan.
Trump's claim of mediating
the May 11 ceasefire of Opera-
tion Sindoorwas repudiated by
India, but Pakistan endorsed
the claim wholeheartedly, gave
Trump kudos and recom-
mended him for the Nobel
Peace Prize.

Asim Munir got himself
invited to lunch at the White
House, mano a mano with
Trump. Later, he also invited

OPED
Munir’s hlgh-nsk geopolltlcal gamble

Trump to send American com-
panies (ie, Trump's personal
friends and golfing buddies) to o
excavate the countrys rich  CONFIDENCE: With Donald Trump by his side, Field
mineral wealth in Balochistan
and Khyber P wa. tion to The Pak-
With Trump by his side, istan Army steadily ratcheted
Field Marshal Munir believed ~ up the differences between
hecould makenomistake. He  the two countries over the

signed a Strategic Mutual

Durand Line that serves as

i —

-

Within days of
openinga front with
Afghanistan,
Pakistan has to
navigate the
quicksand of the
US-Israeli war
againstits another

1bour Iran.

oo istake. PTi

againstits other western neigh-
bour Iran.

After Lhe US-Israeli killing of
the Iranian Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, as
Iran began bombarding the
Gulf states that host US mili-
tary assets, the Pakistani rul-
ing  establishment has
remained sanguine that its
defence pact with Saudi will
not be tested yet, as the Saudi-
Iran peace agreement is large-
ly holding. But only just, as
Iran has bombed the US
embassy in Riyadh and Sau-
di’s state-run oil major Aram-
co has had to shut down the
Ras Tanua oil refinery after a
drone attack.

At home, it is dealing with
several second order conse-
quences of the Iran war as irate
Pakistani Shia, and in some
cases Sunni Muslims too, took
to the streets to denounce the
US-Israeli assassination of
Khameini. Public anger spilt
onto the streets in Islamabad,

Lahore and Karachi, where 16
protesters were killed when
US Marines fired at protesters
trying to breach the US con-
sulate compound.

Protesters at Skardu in
Gilgit-Baltistan, where the
Shia are a sizeable number,
burnt a UNDP outpost. Pak-
istan was quick to express
condolences at the "martyr-
dom" of Khameini, and
expressed concern thata head
of state had been targeted in
this manner, while a more
robust condemnation was
articulated at the UN.

Meanwhile,a US plan-in-the-
making to use Iran's minori-
ties, the Baloch and the Kurds,
for regime overthrow from
within Iran threatens tostretch
Pakistan's security resources
even more, The Jast thing that
Pakistan needs is for Baloch
rebels in its Balochistan
province to join hands with
Iran’s Baloch.

On January 31, Pakistan's
security vulnerabilities in
Balochistan were on full dis-
play in a wave of attacks by
the militant Baloch Libera-
tion Army. With that, the
Baloch insurgency on the
Pakistan side was also send-
ing a signal to both the US
and China that infrastructure
development, mining or any
other commercial activity are
not welcome unless the local
people are made stakeholders
and their rights respected. A
long war in Iran would
increase Pakistan's difficul-
ties in Balochistan.

With Afghanistan, it is
unclear what plan Pakistan
has beyond raining down

Lessons from raising a child with autism

been on a roll after Operation  Defence Agreement, with the international border, one
Sindoor, talking up his mili- Saudi Arabia, theoretically that Afghan Pashtuns have
tary's prowess in the four-day  putting the Pakistan military — never accepted.
war with India despite mixed  and its nuclear capabilities at It escalated the rhetoric over
evidence on the ground —on  the service of thekingdomas the Afghan Talibans safe
the airfields from Rawalpindi  part of a wider push forinflu-  haven for the Tehreek-eTal-
to Rahim Yar Khan, not forget- ~ ence in a region where India  iban Pakistan. At the end of
ting Indian about had ped a strong pro-  February, Pakistan declared
itsown 'battlelosses". Indeed,it  file, especially after 9/11, ‘"open war" on Afghanistan,
wasbyprojectingavictoryover ~ when Gulf states distanced bombarding several places,
Indiathat General AsimMunir ~ themselves from Pakistan including in the capital Kabul,
became Field Marshal. and began to show impa- andinthe provinces of Kanda-
Even before Operation Sin-  tience with its never-ending  har, Khost, Paktika, Paktia and
door, Pakistan's military-busi- ~ financial woes. Nangarhar. Perhaps Pakistan
ness rulers had found the best Pakistan also joined the believed it could tempt the US
way to impress the thennewly ~ Board of Peace, the Trump  into joining the war, with the
installed US President Donald  alternative to the UN, which  prize of Bagram, which Trump
Trump in his second term. began asa body tasked by the  hassaid heis eyeing because it
Crypto diplomacy wasthemil-  UNtooverseetheimplementa-  could serve as a US listening
itablishment's engagement of ~ tion of the ceasefire in Gaza, poston China.
choice with the Trump regime  but has now armed itself, with Now, within days of opening
and predictably gave them aselfsty dateforpeace-  a front with A i Pak-
accesstotheinner sanctumsof — making around the world. istan has to navigate the quick-
the White House. Munirthenturned hisatten-  sand of the US-sraeli war
his name, he tore paper into
strips, avoided eye contact. My
B\ wife saw it, but I refused to; T
resisted. As a father, I hid
behind denial — because
accepting autism felt like
accepting defeat. But autism
= = doesnotwaitforyourreadiness.
LT COL (DR) AMIT KUMAR Ttarrives, stays and teaches.
FATHER OF A BOY ON THE
AUTISM SPECTRUM

S a doctor in uni-
form, I have worn
the olive green
for years, man-
ged trauma in
high-pressure environments
and made life-saving deci-
sions in seconds. On the bat-
tlefield, chaos demands clari-
ty. Emotion is secondary to
action. But nothing in my
training prepared me for a

New Delhi: Where fear
turned into fire

‘We entered the world of early
intervention — speech, occu-
pational and behavioural
therapy. Our real training
began. Along with it came
hefty bills. Finances felt like
combat logistics, but quitting
was not an option. Autism
does not wait. Neural devel-
opment is time-sensitive. Ear-
ly years are decisive. My wife
took the bravest decision to

from a i in inautism spectrum

a calm and composed tone:  disorders. What began as
"Your child has autism." maternal anxiety became pro-
There was no protocol, no fessional competence. She
triage drill, no combat manual.  studied while raising our son

Just silence. My wife's fingers
tightened around mine; 1
remember staring at the wall —
not because I was brave, but
because I was breaking. Bruce
Lee once said, "Do not pray for
aneasylife. Pray for the strength
to endure a difficult one." That
day, strength felt distant. We
were in denial — a phase T am
not proud of. I could feel this

and converted pain into pur-
pose. That decision trans-
formed our journey.

Our son secured admission
toareputed school. On paper,
it was inclusion, but in prac-
tice, we discovered that inclu-
sion without sufficient num-
bers of trained special
educators, structured shad-
ow support and measurable

would be the fiercest battleand, ~ accountability is fragile.
thattoo, withan invisibl i are
United inresolve, wedecidedto  not enough. Schools require
tackle it head-on. autism-specific training, real-
My son was two and a half  istic teacher-student ratios
years old. He didnt respond to  and regulatory oversight.

"Absorb what is useful, dis-
card what is not, add what is
uniquely your own." That
became our model. We
absorbed therapies, discard-
ed blind hope, added relent-
less parental involvement,
stopped searching for mirac-
ulous cures and began build-
ing structured, evidence-
based routines at home.

‘We realised something pow-
erful: Therapists give one hour:
Parents shape the other 23.

The day my son ran
towards traffic

On a Sunday morning, when
he was five, we were in Delhi
cantonment, outside a tem-
ple. In seconds, he bolted
towards the main road. I
caught him once; the second
time, I couldnt. A stranger
stopped him just before the
trafficline. That day, I stopped

Heis not less.He s
wired differently.
AndInolongerask,
“Why us?” Because
Bruce Lee was right:
“You fall seven
times, stand up
eight”

being a passive father and
became hyper-aware. Roads
became war zones, crowds
became unpredictable ter-
rain. I realised autism is not
just delayed speech. Some-
times, it is a child who cannot
process danger fast enough. T
learned to adapt, anticipate,
flow around behaviours
instead of colliding with them.

Mumbai: When regression

broke us again

In 2018, we moved to Mum-
bai. With relocation, we
rebuilt our ecosystem from
scratch — new therapists,
routines, sensory adapta-
tions. Then Covid struck.
Lockdown shattered rou-
tines and dismantled struc-
ture. Regression followed.
One evening, he ran out of
the house towards a swing
150 metres away, driven not

by defiance but by an
unprocessed sensory need.
His speech couldnt clearly
explain his need; his behav-
iour did. My wife said some-
thing that changed me: "He
isnt being difficult. He istry-

bombs, to attain the objective
of eliminating terrorist hide-
outs. The Pakistan military
should know from its experi-
ence with India that cross bor-
der terrorism continues even
after punitive military strikes
by the affected party.

Atatimewhen the US-Israeli
war in Iran is threatening to
send an oil shock through the
world, a long drawn conflict
against the Taliban in
Afghanistan would drain Pak-
istan's finances, adding to its
economic woes.

As for the Board of Peace,
Pakistan has already had its
share of challenges. Days
before the board’s first meet-
ing in mid-February, Pak-
istan declared it was willing
to send troops to Gaza, but
only to monitor the ceasefire,
while operations such as dis-
arming Hamas would be out
of the question.

And crypto — Pakistan's
passport to the White House
— whose stock soared last
year on the back of Trump's
victory, is back to being what it
always was—unstable, unreli-
able, dodgy.

Lest India believe it can
take comfort in Pakistan's
problems, the sinking of the
Iranian ship, IRIS Dena, off
the Sri Lankan waters, in a
part of the Indian Ocean
where India claims to be the
net security provider is oddly
reminiscent of the time when
Pakistan's generals were left
sputtering when helicopters
crossed into Pakistani territo-
ry from Afghanistan in 2011,
hit their number one target,
and departed.

sory regulation are not Iuxu-
ries — they are foundations.
Most importantly, it taught
me that leadership at homeis
harder than leadership in
uniform,
In the armed forces, com-

ing to communicaf mands are obeyed.

That Athome, persuade.
me. I emptied my ego, To every parent fighting
stopped trying to controland  quietly
started trying to understand. You are not weak because

you are tired. You are not fail-
Jaipur: Discipline meets love  ing because progress is slow.

1In 2023, we moved to Jaipur.
We applied discipline differ-
ently. For 90 straight days, we
practised structured behav-
ioural walks with our son and
practised behavioural tech-
niques. Interruptions like
viral fevers proved to be great
setbacks — days when it felt
like we were back to zero.

But consistency strength-
ened his working memory and
significantly reduced impul-
sive road-unning. 1 still
remember that evening when
he walked 100 metres ahead
and turned back responsibly —
Idid not clap. I did not shout.

I simply looked at the sky
and whispered Thank you.

We were never extraordi-
nary. We were just consistent.

What autism taught me

It taught me that:

® Progress is microscopic
before it becomes visible.

@ Setbacks are not rever-
sals — they are rehearsals.

@ Inclusion without trained
infrastructure is illusion.

® Sleep, structure and sen-

You are warriors in civilian
clothes.

My son is 17 now. He loves
structure and predictability.

He is not “less”. He is wired
differently.

AndInolongerask, "Whyus?"

Because Bruce Lee was
right: "You fall seven times,
stand up eight."

Autism was never the ene-
my. Hopelessness was. And
we chose not to surrender.

This journey shaped my
broader reflection: Autism
care in India must move
beyond episodic therapy
towards  ecosystem-based
reform. Autism is no longer
rare, This is not a niche con-
dition. It is a public health
and education priority.

As a combat doctor, I know
wars are not won by emotion
alone; they require systems
and sustained logistics.

Autism demands the same
seriousness.

Families like mine stand up
every day.

Itis time our systems stand
withus.

WEDNESDAY'S SOLUTION

07

SUNSET:  FRIDAY 18:24 HRS

7 ACROSS DOWN als5l2]slelel1]7]a SUNRISE:  SATURDAY  06:42HRS.

I Scheme (6) I Adulierate (6) 1 8 5 6 Y e | Sk
4 Motiveless (6) 2 Europe’s longest TAIGT S | 4 |2 Pabieilied | s | g
9  Amount missing (7) river (5) 6 9|8|4|1|7|3]|5]|6]|2 - TR T

10 Pulsate (5) 3 Personal vanity (7) 2|79 8|86 251 ewbehi 34 16

11 Slight amount (5) 5 Give trouble (3.2) 2 7 1 113l6lal2is|7 89 Amn?sar 30 15
12 An infectious fever (7) 6 Agitation (7) sl2(sT7liTels ]2 I3 Bathinda 32 15
13 Revealed with existing 7 Insignificant person (6) 5TiT3l6 o alel2]7 Jalandhar 30 15
blemishes (5,3.3) 8 To compromise (4,7) 6 9 4 Ludhiana 30 15
18 Misrepresent as 14 Decline to use vote (7) G(9|7]2]8/1]4]3]5 Bhiwani 32 15
something else (4,3) 2/4/8|3[/5/7[9]/1]6 Hisar 33 15

15 In serious trouble (4,3)
16 Untidy straggling 5 2 8
development (6)

15 20 A work of fiction (5)
22 Modify to suit a purpose (5)
23 Cause suffering to (7) 17 Categorically (6) 1
I 24 Insanity (6) 19 Relating to vision (5)
- 25 Jovial (6) 21 To express (5)

Wednesday's Solution 2 1 8

Sirsa 32 15
Dharamsala 26 1
Manali 24 o7
Shimla 24 15
Srinagar 21 05
A — Across: 1 Scholar, 5 Guess, 8 In no time at all, 9 Fable, 10 3| mmarasna i wissiom i;’"’fl‘“ ig |16
QLeere 11 Coarse, 12 Assist. 15 Inhibit, 17 Adept. 19 Flea W Ganda Yoga up to 7:08 am rgi -04
in one's ear, 20 Nudge. 21 Exposed. W Vriddha Yoga up to 6:52 am Leh 08 -04
Down: 1 Stiff. 2 Hang by a thread, 3 Letters, 4 Remiss, 5 3 78 5 1 Has{ Nakshaira up to 8:30 am Dehradun 33 14
Grade, 6 Exact likeness, 7 Salient, 11 Chiffon, 13 Shake up, W Moon enters Libra sign 10:19 pm Mussoorie 24 15
14 Stooge, 16 Beige, 18 Tired. V. HARD TvpEIE N
epaper.tribuneindia.com
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Grim fallout for
Indian economy

he potential economic impact of the ongo-
ing crisis in West Asia brings back bitter
memories of the Gulf War that broke out
nearly three-and-a-half decades ago. While
the 1991 conflict triggered a forex crisis in India, leav-
ing the then government with no option but to initiate
economic liberalisation, a radical reform that became,
over time, an irreversible policy direction. This time
around, the Indian economy is far more resilient,
marked by strong fundamentals and a wide array of
international trade options. Despite being the world's
fastest-growing large economy, India is now staring at
a grim situation as the escalating conflict in West
Asia, triggered by the US-Israel strikes on Iran and
the subsequent retaliatory attacks by Tehran, casts a
long and ominous shadow over the economy. The
biggest challenge is in the energy sector. The closure
of the Strait of Hormuz, which carries nearly a fifth of
the world’s oil supply, could have serious repercus-
sions for import-dependent India. Nearly 52 per cent
of India’s monthly crude imports — roughly 2.6 mil-
lion barrels per day — transit through the Strait of
Hormuz. A sustained disruption would send India’s
import bill spiralling, widen
the current account deficit,
and put immense pressure on
the rupee. Being the world’s
third-largest oil consumer,
India will have to bear the
brunt of the consequences of
the war on Iran. In the case of
liquefied natural gas (LNG),
India’s cushion is much thin-
ner, as additional LNG stock-
piling is significantly more
challenging than crude oil and petroleum fuels.

This is because India’s largest LNG supplier, Qatar,
has also halted LNG production after a couple of its
facilities were attacked by Iran. Surging crude oil
prices and disrupted trade flows threaten to make im-
ports costlier, stoke inflationary pressures, and ad-
versely impact monetary policy. India imports nearly
80% of its crude oil requirements. A weaker rupee,
rising import costs, mounting inflationary pressures
and a potential recalibration of monetary policy loom
large on the country’s economic landscape. When-
ever the rupee falls against the US dollar, the immedi-
ate casualty is the oil import bill. The burden slowly
shifts to businesses and households, pushing up infla-
tion and eroding purchasing power. A $1 rise in crude
oil increases India’s annual import bill by roughly
$1.5-2 billion, depending on total import volumes.
This directly widens the current account deficit
(CAD), which has increased to $13.2 billion, amount-
ing to 1.3% of the GDP, in the third quarter of 2025-26,
up from $11.3 billion in the same period last year.
Though the export-oriented information technology
sector may gain from the weakening rupee, it has
been grappling with slower client spending and the
disruptive churn triggered by rapid advances in artifi-
cial intelligence. Another area of concern is the safety
and security of nearly 10 million Indian migrants
spread across the Gulf region.

Closure of Strait
of Hormuz could
push up oil
prices for India,

widening CAD,
weakening
rupee, and
fuelling inflation

VIEWPOINT

HYDERABAD, Friday, March 6, 2026

‘ The manner in
which a person
like him (Nitish) was
sidelined from the CM's
post for RS, it appears

Why lecture us on

the doctrines of
MAHASAGAR and India
being a ‘Net Security
Provider' inthe IOR,

In Gaza, 72,000 people
died, girls were killed in
an Iran school, and all
we say is that we have
nothing to say. Isn't

that he is being sent to when you (PM Modi) this sad for a great
ashelter. ...it seems this can'treact onwhatis country like ours —
was done according to | happening in your mother of
aplanned design I own backyard? democracy ’9
SARYU ROY MALLIKARJUN KHARGE KAPIL SIBAL
Jharkhand's lone JD(U) MLA Congress president Rajya Sabha member

Bord

Myanmar and
Manipur refugees
seeking shelter in
Mizoram pose a
growing
humanitarian
challenge for India

GEETARTHA PATHAK

many refugees rcslde with relatives or

these nsks Yet, sz.cun(y first ap-

inrented ions.

Alongside them are Kuki-Zo families
displaced from Manipur, who fled eth-
nic violence and found shelter in Mizo-
ram, often in the same localities as
refugees. What binds these

uring a recent visit to three
relief camps near Sairang, on
the outskirts of Aizawl, this

writer met members of the
Matupi tribe from Myanmar who have
been living in Mizoram for nearly four
years after fleeing military violence.
Around 460 refugees are sheltered in
these camps. Men and women narrated
how their villages were burnt, how
supporters of the pro-democracy
movement were hunted down, and
how families were forced to escape
through forests to survive.

They were categorical that returning
home is impossible: many believe they
would be arrested or killed by Myan-
mar’s military junta the moment they
cross back. Haanailen, a young inmate
in the refugee camp who is studying
BCA at North-Eastern Hill University,
shared the story of his traumatic or-
deal. The young boy supports his fam-
ily by selling traditional dresses of the
ethnic groups in that region online.

Profound Uncertainty

What is visible in these camps is not
only material deprivation but also pro-
found uncertainty. Most adults now
survive as daily-wage labourers or
petty traders, while several children
have been enrolled in schools in Mizo-
ram and in other northeastern States
through community support. Yet, with-
out any legal refugee status, their fu-

3

displaced groups is not only shared suf-
fering but also shared ethnicity, lan-
guage, faith and kinship ties with the
host population.

Roots of the Crisis

The response of Mizo society and the
State government has been deeply hu-
manitarian. Churches, village councils,
civil society isations and govern-

that ignore & ian re-
alities risk deepening alienation in al-
ready sensitive border regions. When
communities that have historically
acted as cultural bridges are treated
primarily as security liabilities, trust
erodes rapidly.

For Myanmar refugees, the absence
of a formal refugee protection frame-
work in India compounds their vulnera-
bility. India is not a signatory to the 1951
Refugee Convention, and refugees are
largely governed by the Foreigners Act,
which was never designed for mass hu-
mamtanan  displacement. This leaves
ds in legal limbo — unable to

ment departments have together en-
sured access to food, shelter, basic
healthcare and schooling. But compas-
sion alone cannot substitute for long-
term policy, especially when displace-
ment is prolonged, and political
solutions remain distant.

The roots of this crisis lie in colonial
history. The British drew borders that
cut across traditional homelands of
Naga, Kuki, Chin and Zo communities,
splitting families and clans between
what later became India and Myanmar.
For generations, movement across
these hills has remained fluid, regulated
by customary practices rather than
passports. The border existed on maps,
not in social reality.

It is against this historical backdrop
that the Centre’s decision to fence the
India-Myanmar border has generated
deep unease. For many Zo and Naga
groups, fencing is seen not only as a se-
curity measure but as a political act

work formally, access higher education,
or travel safely, and constantly fearful
of detention or deportation.

Ethnic Ties
The situation of displaced Kuki-Zo
families from Manipur adds another
layer of complexity. Their displace-
ment is internal, yet their ethnic ties
link them closely to Myanmar refugees,
blurring distinctions between domestic
and cross-border humanitarian obliga-
tions. Prolonged ethnic segregation
and lack of political reconciliation in
Manipur suggest that early return is
unlikely for many families, increasing
pressure on host States like Mizoram.
The long-term risks are evident. Pro-
tracted displacement without legal
recognition creates conditions for
inter-generational poverty, loss of edu-
cation, informal labour exploitation
and social marginalisation. Children
glmwmg up in camps risk becoming a

that further entrenches colonial-era di-
visions. Community leaders argue that
fencing threatens livelihoods, disrupts
!unshlp networks and undermines

ost
both homeland and host country. Host
communities, meanwhile, face eco-

ture remains fragile, dep largely
on goodwill rather than rights.

This experience reflects a much
larger humanitarian crisis unfolding
quietly along India’s eastern frontier.
Since the military coup in Myanmar in
2021, tens of thousands of civilians—
mainly from Chin, Kuki-Zo and allied
ethnic communities — have crossed
into Mizoram. Relief camps have been
established in multiple districts, while

tanding cultural inuity. For
refugees escaping persecution, such
barriers risk converting a humanitarian
corridor into a closed gate.

Security Liabilities

The Centre’s concerns are not without
basis. The porous border has long been
associated with insurgent movement,
arms trafficking and drug trade, and the
instability in Myanmar has intensified

Without legal protection,
border management and
sustained regional
diplomacy, thousands will
remain suspended between
uncertainty and survival

erland dilemma

nomic strain and rising social anxieties,
which can eventually weaken even
strong traditions of solidarity.

Lasting Solutions

What, then, is the way forward? First,
India urgently needs a humanitarian
protection framework for refugees,
even if not full-fledged asylum legisla-
tion. Temporary protection status,
work permits, and access to public
services would allow refugees to live
with dignity and contribute economi-
cally instead of surviving on charity.

Second, education must be priori-
tised. Schooling, vocational training
and language education are essential
not only for refugee children but also
for adults seeking stable livelihoods. In-
vestment in education is the most effec-
tive long-term stabiliser in refugee situ-
ations. Third, border management must
incorporate community participation.
Security concerns cannot be ignored,
but they must be balanced with social
realities. Instead of blanket fencing,
mechanisms that allow regulated cross-
border movement for families and tra-
ditional trade could preserve social ties
while addressing security needs.

, India must play a more active
diplomatic role in regional conflict res-
olution. Lasting solutions for refugees
depend on political change in Myanmar
and reconciliation in Manipur. India, as
a major regional power with strategic
interests in Southeast Asia, cannot af-
ford to remain a passive humanitarian
host while avoiding political engage-
ment.Finally, support to host States like
Mizoram must be institutional and sus-
tained, not ad hoc. Financial assistance,
healthcare infrastructure and livelihood
programmes should be expanded so
that humanitarian responsibility does
not fall disproportionately on economi-
cally modest border States.

‘The scenes from the Sairang are re-
minders that geopolitical crises ulti-
mately translate into human suffering.
People who once lived normal rural
lives now survive in makeshift shelters,
uncertain whether they will ever re-
turn home or be allowed to build a fu-
ture where they are. Mizoram's re-
sponse demonstrates how empathy and
shared identity can uphold humanitar-
ian values even in difficult times. But
moral commitment alone cannot re-
solve structural displacement. Without
national-level policy reform and re-
gional diplomatic engagement,
refugees will remain suspended be-
tween borders and bureaucracies,
while host communities shoulder a
burden that rightly belongs to the State.

The question is no longer whether
India should help, but how it chooses
to shape a humane, realistic and
durable response to displacement in its
eastern frontier — one that recognises
history, protects human dignity, and
does not sacrifice social cohesion at the
altar of narrow security thinking.

(The author is a senior
journalist from Assam)

things worse. Instead of
patching problems after
every crisis, India must in-
vest aggressively in renew-
able energy, expand its

Editor

Oil crisis

The closure of the Strait of
Hormuz is no longer a
worst-case scenario but a
growing reality that could
deeply hurt India’s econ-
omy. If Brent crude climbs
to $150 a barrel, the coun-
try will face a crushing
combination of soaring im-
port costs, a falling rupee
and painful fuel price rises.
China, by contrast, spent
the last decade quietly
building massive oil re-
serves. India's strategy of
simply switching between
Russian and Gulf oil suppli-
ers under American pres-
sureis not a real plan. The
stalling of the Chabahar
Port project under fresh US
sanctions only makes

strategic oil reserves and
lock in long-term energy
deals to protect itself from
the next inevitable shock.
KUMAR,
Bengaluru

Sanju shines

Kudos to India for their em-
phatic win over the West In-
dies in the quarterfinals at
the historic Eden Gardens.
The cynosure of India's
thrilling win was none other
than Sanju Samson. Silenc-
ing his critics with an un-
beaten 97 was a master-
class initself. Sanju's
resilient yet blitzkrieging in-
nings was a testament to his
class, skill and composure.
DILEEP D ANAND, alieppey
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Al is erupting in India

Sam Altman is bullish about India. The co-founder of Ope-
nAl, the firm behind ChatGPT, says the country’s adop-

li (Al) has been

W Financial Times

anywhere in the world".
W The New York Times

9 million Indians live in Persian Gulf

India depends on its own citizens' safe passage to the
Arab emirates on its southern shore, where for genera-
tions they have made businesses and livelihoods for
themselves and Indians back home.

How Middle East conflict affects india

The fallout from the US and Israel's attack on Iran — and
Tehran's subsequent retaliation — has reached India. The
most immediate risks are economic. Oil lies at the centre
of India’s vulnerability to external shocks.
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“The Indian Ocean must not become
the war’s second front.

— By Sanchari Ghosh

Log on to www.indianexpress.com
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® WORDLY WISE
‘War is only a cowardly escape from the
problems of peace. — Thomas Mann
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH
INVOLVES USALL

Challengeis tofill Bihar’s
Nitish-shaped hole

ITISHKUMAR'S exit EromBnharwﬂlbeamomentous

inflection pointina has
cradled only
ahar victory.t rv-

ingchief minister tookt of filing hi ination
papers for the Rajya Sabha on Thursday. Since 2005, when he first
became CM for a full term, Nitish has been the fulerum of his
state’s pohucs, moving it forward in spite of his own flip ﬂops

faultlines,
ground, softening the edg&s It has become part of the political
f Bihar' and after Nitish. Befare he

in the 1990s, with Lalu Prasad leddmg the grand Mandal reset.

But Lalu also preuded over a de~|nsunmonahsatlon On his
watch, too, ‘social justice™ itstrans-

Our stakes are high

in West Asia. Delhi

must call for diplomacy, de-escalation

THAROORTHINK
BY SHASHI THAROOR
S THE war ignited by the mis-

siles striking Tehran on Febru-
ary 28 now enters its seventh

Trumpsaid of Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. Any
future outcome risks being marinated in
blood feuds rather than statesmanship.
The irony of “Epic Fury” is that its pro-
claimed objective —denying Irana nuclear
weapon — had, according to Omani medi-
ators, already been achieved through on-
going diplomatic negotiations. Just days
before the strikes, significant progress had
been reported in Geneva, with Iran nearing.
adeal toabjure nuclear weapons, freezeen-
richment and hold zero stockpiles of
Weapons-{ grade maxenal in exchange for

day, it’s clear that it has shat-
tered a fragile regional order

Bychoasmgthe
battlefield over the boardroom, the USand
Israel have signalled that d)plomacy lS a

of high-voltage uncertainty. For India, a
country urity and million:
of citizens are inextricably linked to the sta-
bilityof the Gulf, thisisnot “foreign news". It

isadirectthreattoour

our

ugglingtodiscern

formative potential, as his vision shrank to his own caste and
family. It was left to Nitish to turn that story around, and he did
50, spectacularly. He ensured that the authority of the state was
restored and that “samajik nyay was threaded with “vikas™ or
development in N'\yaBlh

Asaleader ively: and
asaJP legatee whosaw socm] 1ustlce as many Iayered change
not ion, Niti!
bridgingrole. that litic
of extremes, bringing together, in alliance with the BJP, upper
castes with non-Yadav OBCs and Extremely Backward Classes
(EBCs) plussections of Dalits and Muslims. To Nitish, in particu-

a coherent logic for this conflict. The tenets
of international law don'tjustify it: The bed-

toth
regime change.

However, history remains a harsh
teacher: Regime change is rarely, if ever,
achievable from the air. While modern
weaponry may possess the precision to de-
stroy infrastructure, it cannot bomb a new
government into existence. Destroying a
leadershipfrom theairisone thing, building
an al[ernauve in a country of 88 million

rockofthe UN Charteris respect f forthe sov-  peopl her. Tt result
emgmy of: oftheir  iseither undernew per-
offorceti There ities (none of wk ikely toturn

are narrow exceptions for self-defence and
Security Council authorisation, yet neither
condition hasbeen met. Toclaim “pre-emp-
tive self-defence” against a nation that was

out to be an obliging Iranian version of Vene-
zuela’s Delcy Rodriguez) or, worse, a failed-
state scenario on a massive scale, creatinga
power vacuum farmore dangerous

tions, effectively dragging the entire region
intoawarthey did notseek. Wenow facethe
worrying prospect of further indiscriminate
retaliation by Iran and its proxies against

orbit. But the escalation may not unfold as
the United States and Israel expect, and the
resultinginstability is likely toinflictsignifi-
cantdamage on every actorinvolved.

American interests and civilian:

Iran’ hballistic

intheworld. Whenaregime feelssurvivalis
atstake, thedistinction between military and
civilian targets vanishes.

‘The economic toll is equally staggering.
The closure of regional airspace and the

missiles for a couple of weeks of fighting,
rhough halfits missile Iaunchersare said to
and the are
noteasy to hide fromthe “eyes in the sky” of
modern technology. How much longer the

certain, by lueisthat President Trump

Strait of Hormuz have sent es  USandIsrael
through global marl i por-
tion of [he world’s seabome oil p'\sses

yoint, price

— one hopes temporarily — from me pre-
war $65 towards $83 per barrel, and insur-
Qatarhasdeclared

speaks of ending the war in four to five
weeks, Thethreatof American “bootsonthe
ground” seemsa bluff, tosignal determina-
tionratherthanreal iment Americamayac-
ceptasoluti h;

force ma[eu:e and suspended its gas ship-

—pet-
haps a new government willing to seek

ments, theworld.

ion — but such a prospect

Iran cunently appears intent on widening
d)etbeau:e of ccnﬂlct in ordertodisruptthe

unlikelyin climate

of &scalauou TheIranian reglme could sur-
£

cal-

i promptis

ion

culating that the economic shock, plus the
damage wreaked onthe “safe haven” reputa-

Proxy
economic disruption.
Forlndia,t high. Millions of

tion of its thriving could per-

suade Washington toreinin the fighting.
Uncomfortable questions persist about
thestrategiclogic of unleashing war. Was this
gamble for regime change inspired by a de-
sire to create a unipolar West Asia, integrat-
ing currently sanctioned Iranian oil into
world markets under a more

lar, goes the credit for the political
EBCs, ensuring that the wheels of Mandal did not stop turning.
Another big success came from his sustained efforts to forge a

“woman . From the
Yojana, to reservation for women in government jobs and pan-
chayat bOd.leS tothe Jeevika network of self-help groups, Nitish

builta

voters, sensitively.

Having prised open space for governance in a state where
caste has e(ched dividing lines, havmg ensured rhat aUP-style
htheBJP,
Nitish now steps away from the state, no successor in sight. His
pdrty isdivided, hisalliance pan:ner isonthe upswing, Whether

thatbuild:
on the era of Nitish, will depend not rus[ onthe J'D(U) B\JP bur
alsoon theRJDand new: j Party. Th J<
tobealarge Nitish-shaped hole in Bihar, how it is filled will write
the new Bihar story.

US strike off Sri Lanka
bloodies waters near India

'US submarine’s sinking of an Iranian warship off the
southern coast of Sri Lankaon Wednesday marksaseri-

iskeptatba

gothimbeforehegotme,” President Donald

and foreign residents of those na-

orkingin the Gulfnow facean un-
certain future, whilethousands of travellers
remain cut off from transit hubs like Dubai,
though recent evacuations of stranded pas-
sengers have eased the strain. Our domestic
priority of affordable oil is undermined,
threatening the very growth that fuels our
developmentefforts. India’s call for de-esca-

energy resources into the West's

actively engaged in the most ising di-  than soughttoreplace. Quesﬁons persist about the friendly government?Suchathe-  lationand diplomacyisanecessity.Our path
plomatic negonauons in adecadeisalegal Th of this actis logic of unleashing ory is plausible, given that the todevelopment i
stretch. C uu vlulauuu is the ogi stated reason, nuclear weapons,  inour extended neighbourhood. We must
of th d preciselyconduc i theheart  Iranian retaliation has not been war Was this gambleforregime  pag already beensettledat thene-  lead the international community in de-
ofthelranian ingtheun- p.....“., nrf-d byade51reto iati anc i alldirec-
written but long- ion that r oun- create a unlpolar ‘West Asia, change would: adueveanumbemf rir_amcrnn West.
tri Balika Cycle heads of state and government are never  triesthat were notovertly hostile to . . - e broader es: Re- di hto engulfusall.
militarily targeted in warfare. Bydiscarding ~ Tehran. These actions, going integrating Iranian oilinto duce Russia’s energy leverage over
this norm, the US and Israel have notonly  beyond US bases, have caused world markets underamore Europe and dilute China’s clout in The writer is MP, Lok Sabha, and chairman,
asaleader 1women convention but risked chaos.“l  tragic casualties among the local friend]y government? the region by pulling Iran and its Parliamentary Standing Committee

on External Affairs

In sinking of the Dena, a

Catch-22 for India

off SriLanka’s coast, in interna-
tional waters, on March 4,
raises awkward and complex political, di-
plomatic, and military questions for India.

keeping with maritime protocols of rescue
operations at sea.

The US hasjustified the torpedo attack
as one of targeting an enemy warship in
international waters. It will be further jus-
tified as there being no mercy in war.
However, American compliance with in-

‘Boong’shows why small
films deserve big love

o

N MANIPURI filmmaker Lakshmipriya
Devi'sdebutfeature, Boong, won the BAFTA for
Best Children’s and Family Film, she thanked
the jury for showing “such big love to a small
film". The moment eetablshed howamodest-
budget filmshot withacast of mostl
andascriptthat’sdeeplyrooted inlocal realities can resonate with

thewarin West Asiaand ion C UDA\ ThisactofwartookplacesoonafterIRIS  ternational humanitarian law and the ALAKA aglobal audience with the sheer power of its storytelling.
of thetheatre of conflict. Itis one of the deadliestsingle BHASKAR Dena participated in India’s International ~ maritime code regarding saving lives at SAHANI Withthe BAFTA boost, Boongisnow set foratheatrical re-run
incidentsofthe warso far, with a([east87saﬂorskﬂ1edand many Fleet Review (IFR) at Visakhapatnamin  sea is a grey zone when it comes to what inselectcitieson March 6. Eventhough it had earlier travelled to
still missing, Tt RIS Denait 10cean February. This was a major national mari- happened to the Dena. My sense is that many prestlgxous festivals, i ing the Toronto
Region bri ictbetween d IS- Talli time event graced by the Indian President  this will be debated in professional circles Film Festival whereit had its wc il 7074 and received
toIndia’s doorstep. lnastalementon’[huxsdayevenug rhe[n~ and hasan inherent military symbolism. foralongtime. accolades, Be did notget itdeserved from
dianNavysaid thatit Akin to the ashwamedha yajna of old, Itis nobody’s case that an attacking £l T 1tﬁ:sl hit the bif
is coord.matmg with its Sri Lankan counterpart. international fleet reviews conducted by ~ submarine should loiter to pick up surviv- With hype talesona i at
hassaid that shipcan! in major maritime powers are a demonstra-  ors. Butifthe scenario were flipped — had the box office, it was easy to ignore an indie-spirited movie like
international waters. Once the ship left India‘sterritorial waters, tion of professional naval credibility and ~ a US platform been in similarly dire straits Boongthat had to be watched with subtitles. Yet, in doing so, the
itdid not come under the jurisdiction of New Delhi. But while an acknowledgement by the regionaland ~ and there were American survivors atsea audience missed one of the most heartwarming big-screen ex-
legal restrictions on warfare in the maritime domain remain global peer group of the host nation’s sov-  to be picked up —what would the Indian penences of recent years. At rheMAMI Mumbai Film Festival in
the subject of debate, several facts about the targeting of the ereignty and primacy in the proximate and regional response have been? The 2024, inthe packed with delight
vessel are disquieting. The strike occurred thousands of kilo- maritime domain. more critical fallout of the Dena sinking to the titular Chamcter 'S adventure as he goes m search of his
meLresEmmlheprmclpalmear_reofwar Moreover, the].raman Given that the Denawassunk40nauti-  is that a regional war, which was geo- tobringhim
frigate was carryi ing froma 1 the cal miles from Sri Lanka, the politico-diplo- ~ graphically limited and confined to air The poignancy of the story was b:u.mced by the film’s humour,
International Fleet Review, in Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pra- maticopticsare embarrassing for India,to  power and missile strikes, has now been and its warmth shone through in the depiction of Boong’s rela-
desh. Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi has said that say the least. Therelated military questions ~ expanded to the global maritime domain. ) tionship with his motherand his loyal fnend Ra;u.
the ship was “aguest of India’s Navy”. Though a warship, it was are also complex and discomforting. The The Indian Ocean region has critical Watchmg the Watching| iyaisalsoan
on a peaceful passage, and could scarcely have posed a threat Dena was sunk by a US naval nuclear-  global shipping lanes, including ones for work of toget i i i ingin
thousands of kilometres away. powered submarine. It is being claimed as hvdrocarbon/energy imports used by all storytellers like Indiancinema. Fi the Northeast mak-
The Trump admmlsuauon has mcluded the destmcnon of the first such “kill” with a torpedo by an ies. India import: . i i disti nlare a
aims. Yet th India’s American “boat” since World WarIL almost 88 per cent of its crude oil, which Lakshmipriya  geeninpy 's Rapture, Pradip Kurbah's T
strategic bad<ya1d sits uneasily with the close maritime cooper- Was India DelhiwillbeinaCatch-22situationover  transits these sea lines and is vulnerable isalsoan Field and Tribeny Rai’s Shape of Momo, amongothers. Yet, these
ation that New Delhi and Washington have cultivated in recent unaware of thisissue, which raises two questions:One,  to escalation. Wider conflict spillover opportunity to attention ofa ion of the audience.
years to ensure a free and secure Indo-Pacific. True to his style, such wa eact could disrupt sea lines of communication, etac uai].{te d Itstruethat Luuqu: Voil findawaytostand
the US President appears to have acted unilaterally. The conse- . ityinits. proxxmate waters?If yes, this mses raise insurance costs, and trigger rerout- & - q R out, lil Sorry, d asastrong
quences of disrupted shipping lanes in the IOR will also have a submarine further the ing, thereby impacting India’s economy with authentic intheU 1big fil
widespread impact on countries away from the West Asian the- activityin its of India’s underwater domain awareness. ~ and energy security. voices pete’ forthe top awards The nudgeit got from A24 studio, aswell
atre. The war is already moving along a dangerous trajectory — proximate ‘Two, if Indiawasaware of such activity, was India has always been wary of major emergingin as Julia on the Golden Glob: has cer-
apart from Gulf countries in the ].me of fire, a British air base in ters? If Delhi mfmmed/appnsedofﬂle pmposedUS power conflicts spreading into the South ndi . . mmly helped Closermhome sjmjlaxsupportﬁomfnendswuhm
Cyp! hil 1Iranof launch- wa C ¢ . Y&, action departed Asian ne; hood. There is a sense of e _l‘an QR M
inga drone attack. India must remain vigilant to dangers that this raises nam for Iraman waters? An afﬂrmanve uneasy déjavu about Iran. The Iranian Rev- Filmmakers gali ﬁ]mBﬂk.thoB«n(h enjoy aremarkablejourney last year.
may yetunfold. further answer to both questions could lead todis-  olutionand the Soviet invasion of Afghanis- fromthe Boong might have beaten international box-office successes
questions on cordant consequencesforIndia, bothinthe  tan, both in 1979, roiled the region for dec- Northeast have likeZootopia2and Lilo& Stitchtowinthe BAFTA, but this week
} the domestic and regional context. Hopefully, ~ ades. The probability that the Dena is the beenmakin; it will face the test of drawing viewers to theatres. Its director-
r [‘ b more details will emerge in the near future mggerfursomemugsumlarcannm beruled N g writer, who had earlier spoken of a “general ignorance in main-
orcmembper competence about the sequence of events. out. A inIndiaand compelling land India” about the Northeast, has expressed hope that people
. . indexof India’s The Sri Lankan government and navy  with the affected regional nations is war- filmswitha will take this opportunity to watch Boong in theatres. Now that
1S tO erte underwater aretobeapplauded forswiftsearchandres-  ranted. The sinking of the Dena should not distinct texture  the Manipuri-language movie has won international glory. per-
d 3 cueand pickingup thesurvivors. Thelatest ~ become a polarising debate in India. d ip; -goers will celebrate story.
ETWEEN 3300 and 3100 BCE, in the city of Uruk in omain reportsindicate that the Indian Navy s co- andsense
southern ordinating with Sri Lanka to support the The writeris director, Society for of place The writer i ditor, The Indian E;
laytabl rescue efforts. This is encouraging and in Policy Studies, New Delhi alaka.sahani@expressindia.com
*hsls of| baﬂey sheep and beer rations — for account-
while
y jalater. Foryears, thi
unmfrpmmm h AnFWdey
of hat
actually be much older. 4 0 Y E ARS AG 0 RajneesharrestedinGreece bate on the motion of thanks on the Presi- its efforts fora political solution after normal-
id dent’s Addressin the Rajya Sabhalua isation of the situationto enablerefugaesto

tem in southy ermany. Researc ini
as mammoth-tusk fragments and bones noticed recurring se-

quences of notches, cmmes and dots carved into their surfaces
d

someofwhict 45,000yearsold. Their

meaning, whatlingui roto-
system” ofnobanon notqmtelanguagemm formahsedgram—
‘mar,but toahunt herer”

&
It was utilitarian but also doubled up as a private archive.

ThedistancebetweenaSumerian tablet and these patterned
sequences is vast. Yet the instinct behind them may not be mo
¢ Torecord time,

memory, tobealive

ieties of epl ity. Itsuggeststhat the personal has

always been the counterpoint togrand history, asmall act of de-

fiance agamsl forgemng Seen in this light, the contemporary

Feelfdis

covery, towhat the20th century British writer Aldous Huxley put
as: “Every man’s memory is his private literature™.
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ACHARYARAINEESH, ousted fromthe USlast ~ frontal attack on the O iLankawith
November, was arrested at his villain Agios theirrepeated reminders that he was nol re-
i S bei i lled 2
—s ) wastohe immediately expelled s:}/rllr:]% tg arLy gf the :slargs ra|sedAby then‘: I No headwaym J&K
hi id k police offi hed cusing th ition parties of pro-rich PRIME MINISTER Rajiv Gandhi held dis-
breakinto the clifft bias, the Prime Minister alleged, “Opposi- i ith J&K lead dwith senior

the guru was taking an afternoon nap. “They
gave noreason for thearrest. Theyjustburst
into Rajneesh’s roomand took him away.
They also took his lawyer as well,” a follower
told the Associated Press by telephone.

PMhmoutatOpposutmn

tion has avestedinterest to see that the
poorinthe country do notimprove”.

India’s demandsfrom SriLanka

colleagues on the serious situationin the
state. Nosolution to the crisisappears to
have emerged as yet. Chief Minister G M Shah
and the Deputy Chief Minister DD Thakurare
stayingoninJammu to be available for

PRIME MINISTER Rajiv
major part of his 70-minute replym thede-

epaperindianexpress:com .. .

INDIA HAS tak f the situ- further consultations. The former chief min-
ionin SriLanka. Th ications that ister, Faroog Abdullah, wasa[socontacted A
further dialogue wi il central ministeris beli hi
dhi d menton theethniccrisisis ibleonlyifthe  him toseek hi
killing of Tamilsi d. India will conti ationinthy |




® WHAT THE OTHERS SAY
Trump faces the risk of an
unpopular war in Iran.

— Le Monde, France
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What comes after the US-Israel campaign, in Iran and in West Asia?

Post-war Iran could
be more revanchist

(A
PYi

MOHAMMED AYOOB

HE BATTLE for Iran’s soul
has most probably been
lost already. Even if all the
objectives of the attack on
Iran as enumerated by US
President Donald Trump are achieved,
the endgame in all probability will turn
out to be vastly different from that im-
agined in Washington.
A major objective as amcu]a(ed by
Trump imate the
the Islamic Republic to pave the way for
regime change. This has been achieved
partially. Iran’s Supreme Leader, Ayatol-
lah Ali Khamenei, as well as several of his
trusted lieutenants, have been killed.
Thereislittledoubt that the air campaign
has the capacity to destroy what little is

fied entity more or less within its current
geographical contours at least since the
16th century with the establishment of
the Safavid Empire. It istrue that Iran also
has minority populations, especially the
Azeris, the Kurds and the Baluch. How-
ever, the Azeris are well integrated into
the Persian core. The Supreme Leader,
Avyatollah Khamenei, was an Azeri him-
self, as were some other leading figures in
the government and the opposition. The
Tehxan bazaar, the pnnc:pal economic

inth i by
Azeri businessmen. The Kurds and the
Baluch have much smaller populations,
live in peripheral areas, and are in no
position to destabilise the state. Consider-
ing these facts, it is clear that the Persian
centre will hold.

The questions that then arise are (a)
who will control the Iranian centre at the
end of the air war and (b) will the new
rulers of Iran be willing to follow Ameri-
can-Israeli diktats. The suc f the

Military success
won’'t bring stab111ty

R SWAMINATHAN

N HINDSIGHT, the joint attack by
the United States and Israel on Iran
is not a sudden escalation but Lhe

the firstdirect U

Delhi excise case
verdict offers lessons
on blatant abuse of power

4 A
JASMINE SHAH

CROSS THE world, govern-
ments that throw their
political opponents in jail
for long periods without
trial, oftenby i

agencies was treated as gospel truth and
was run as “breaking news” without
any kind of verification, and for the
sole purpose of damaging the image of
anational opposition party and its tal-
lest leader. This, to a large extent, in-
fluenced the outcome of the 2025 Delhi
assembly elections.

And finally, this case stands apart for
the fact that after studying evidence
from over 500 raids and five charge-
sheets running into 40,000 pages, the
trial court, in an extraordinarily well- -ar-
guedj cametothe

investigations designed only for theatri-
cal purposes, are called authoritarian re-
gimes. Last week’s 600-page verdict by
the CBI trial court in the Delhi excise: pol-
icy case laid b: hthatisk

that the case didn’t meet even the bare
minimum threshold of evidence to
merit carryingout atrial. The court held
that the CBI had carried out a “pre-

and exercise”

India’s opposition parties — under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, India hasjoined
this ignominious club.

No doubt, many politicians have
been charged with corruption in inde-
pendent India, many jailed and later
freed after court orders. But the Delhiex-
cise polic rt for
multiple reasons.

This is the first time a sitting chief
minister, the leader of a national opposi-
tion party, was lmpnsoned foras long as

seven
of corruption, Lhar too nght before the
2024 I elections. The sheer brazen-

lmn ‘s territory. For decades, successive US
administrations had refrained from such
acuon, despite the hostage crisis in 1979

ness of this act becomes clear from the
fact that Arvind Kejriwal was jailed not
because of any money trail or hard evi-

f American dij were
held captive for more than 400 days, the
1983 Beirutbombing that killed 242 Ameri-
canmilitary personnel, and Iran’s rhetoric,
particularlyitsrepeated chantsof “Deathto
America” and “Death toIsrael”.

Although Trump declared that Iran’s

nuclear

culmination of de n-

pexslsred rhe where-

denceis himbut purely on the
basis of statements of two “approvers” —
co-accused whospent long periods in jail
themselves, who gave a
clean chit to Kejriwal in
multiplestatements, but
allegedly changed their
versions after being
promised bail and an

folding for nearly adecade, makmg aboutsofthecountry’ sstockplle ufuxamum end totheir physicaland
the conflictinevitable. and Israel’sc mental suffering.

In 2018, President Donald Trump w1th- sile capability, about 40 per cent of which Theabsurdity doesn’t
drewthe US from the Joint C wassaid 1duringthe end here. These two indi-
Planof Action (JCPOA), the multilateral 12 -day war. Washmgmn began if lLS coercive vidualswere noordinary
agreement designed to ensure that Iran’s military One of them
nuclear ined peaceful. At 1 T d negoti- turned out to be a BJP

thattime, the JCPOA was functioningeffec-
tively with extensive inspections by the In-
ternational Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)

present regime are likely to be hardline
military figures. They are likely tosurvive
with the most acute sense of resentment

that Iran ing with its

ations to include missile restrictions, de-
spite the clear understanding that Iran
would never willingly surrender what it
viewed as its primary deterrent against Is-

: Thesion: T

maij

wasad:
henngro theenrichment ceiling of 3.67 per

fered by Iran had no impact, and war be-
came inevitable. Although regime change

left of Iran’s nuclear production and en-  against the humiliation heaped on Iran cent, its uranium has been as a US objective, its
richment capabllmes uver the nexl few because they were expected to be the below 300 kg, and restricted [he number ibilis Iran’spolitical
i fnational dignity and state se- and Signifi-  systemisdeeplyi andwith-

weeks, Iran’s

donor who gave Rs 60
crore through electoral
bonds, and the otherwas

ILLUSTRATIO!

where roles were retrospectively as-
signed to fit a preconceived narrative.
‘The court went to the extent of ordering
departmental proceedings against the
CBI officer leading the investigation. To
put things in perspective, this is one of
the starkest condemnations by any
court in India’s history of the complete
politicisation of the CBI and the ED.
How did we get to this point in In-
dlan ;wllm:s7 ‘Under PM Modi, laws have
case:
and shut (often timed with elecnons or
someone joining or leaving the BJP) for
the sole purpose of electoral benefits for
the BJP. The worst of this excess has
been directed at leading opposition
faces such as Kejriwal, who is battling
not one but more than 50 civil and
criminal cases by all of the Centre’s
agencies put together.

The political calcula-
tion behind this indis-
creet abuse of power is
simple yet chilling. Inthe
best-case scenario, you
permanently get rid of
your political opponents.
Inthe worst case, as the
Delhi excise case shows,
your political opponents
will still suffer long
periods in jail, lose sub-
stantial political capital
and a few elections, even
ifthe case falls through
later at the trial stage.

given an NDA ticket to
fight the 2024 Lok Sabha elections from
Andhra Pradesh.

That this case was driven solely by
political vendetta was further made clear
wheu Ke)nwal was denied life-saving
while incarcerated, to be

likely to be exhausted and/or destroyed
within the next couple of weeks. Tehran’s
non-state allies such as Hezbollah and
Hamas are insuch disrepair that they are

curity. One can almost take it for granted
that it would be a revanchist regime.

1t would not be difficult for the suc-
cessor regtme o deﬂect cnucxsm towards

cantly, in 2015, Iran shipped out approxi-
mately11,000 kgofuraniumenrichedto20
percent to Russia.

Trump argued that the JCPOA did not

out American ground forces, an option
Trump has not exercised so far, the regime
islikely tosurvive. Mojtaba Khamenei, the
56-year-old son of the late Ayatollah

unlikely to take part si; inany
military campaign inthe near future. The
Houthis in Yemen are too engaged fight-
ing off their local enemies and too far

the Amer fthe
suffering inflicted on the Iranian popula-
tionby America’s “war of choice” and the
economic travails the people have suf-

prevent Iran from

Khamenei, i asthe

had failed

nuclear

itsre-

gional activities, which Washington char-

tobecome Leader.

The human and material toll for the US
‘has not been substantial so far. Six US mili-
tary personnel have been killed. Iran has
missiles and drones

against lsrael and US positions, but most

The rate of I.mman

away to make any difference. Therefore, ~fered because of sanctions. acterised as state- sponsored terrorism
itis hxghly lLkely that Trump and lsraeh ‘When suffering crosses the bound- Tezbollah, Hamas,
PM ic-  aries of it areaction dott Theh wit
tory in a few weeks. that often translates into revanchism. sequent re-ij

‘Where will this leave Iran? There are  Iran is a highly likely candidate for such aturning point. Iran ceased ad-
only two possibilities. First, itcouldleave  a reaction. The only beneficiary of this hering to i By June 2025,

Iraninchaos with multiple factions fight-
ingoverits carcass, especially since there
isno organised opposition group with the
effectiveness and legitimacy to take con-
trol of the levers of state power and im-
pose its rule over the whole country or at
least most of it. Regime change that would
bring a pro-American group to power
does not appear to be a real possibility.

Second, and the more probable
scenario, is that of an Iran rising from
the ashes and vowing retribution. There
are several good reasons why this will be
the outcome.

One, Iran’s military and political
structure as it currently exists cannot be
effectively destroyed by an air campaign
alone. It would need hundreds of thou-
sands of American boots on the ground
toachieve this goal. This option has never
been on the table in Washington.

campaign will be Israel because it will
make it impossible in the short term for
Iranto level the playing field in terms of
nuclear weapons capability.

But will an Iran bent on revenge be in
America’sand the region’sinterest in the
long term? Policymakers in Washington
should have pondered over this question
very seriously before making the decision
toattack Iran with the goal of overthrow-
ing the regime. In the long term, the US
and its Arab allies will have to deal with
an ultranationalist and Tran

casualties remain limited, with approxi-

Iran had enriched approximately 408 kgof

uranium to 60 per cent purity, a level far

closer © weapons—gade' althoughall such
TAEA

mately 10 deaths, while six fatalities have
been reported in Gulf countries.
Incontrast, destruction wn(hm Iranhas

position
was undergomg significant erosion. Not
only did Israel inflict devastating losses on
Hamas, italso decimated Hezbollah in Le-
banon. The collapse of the Assad regimein

beenkilled, over2, OOOmllltarylzrgeLs have
been struck, 17 Iranian naval vessels have
been sunk, including a warship in interna-
tional waters off Sri Lanka. Analysts esti-
mate that 50 per cent of Iran’s missile

allowed later only after the Supreme
Coun s intervention. Together with
isodia, who was ifor
17 months, the top AAP leaders spent a
total of 82 monthsinjail. All through this,
many AAPleaders and their families were
subjected to untold harassment from in-
vestigative agencies and a damning
media trial. The message was subtle but
clear: If they can do this to one of the tal-
lest opposition leaders, what chance do
others who cross the g have?

Y There is abs no

theCentreoritsi i i
officers for prolonged incarceration and
reputational loss of opposition leaders,
apart from substantial legal costs,

The investigation into Delhi’s excise
policy and the recent verdict are already
awatershed moment for Indian democ-
racy.Itdoesn’t need tostop here. The case
provides the perfect opportunity to stop
this wholesale politicisation of India’s
central investigative agencies. In March
2025, US courts awarded $120 million
(over Rs 1000 crore) as compensation to
two private individuals (John Fulton and
Anthony Mitchell) for their wrongful in-
carceration by the City of Chicago.

It’stime that all opposition pames Lhe
media, thi fetyand theji

The Delhi excise policy case also
stands apart for the fact that, unlike any
other case of alleged corruption, it occu-
pied space on prime time TV for thou-
sands of hours over nearly three years.
Every leak from the investigative

India come together to demand a: su-mlar
price for blatant acts of abuse of’ power by

thegov against

The writer is a senior AAP leader and author
of The Delhi Model

LErTERS TO THE EDITOR

bent on avenging the humiliation in-
flicted upon it by the air campaign. This
islikely to increase the instability already
present in strong measure in West Asia,
affecting among other thing:

supplies to the rest of the world.

The writer is university distinguished

militar cre-

atingconditions fordirect USintervention.
In Operation Midnight Hammer, the

The writer is former governor of India to the

Syriain Decamber 2024 deprivedIranofa  launchershave beendestroyed. Will Iran at-
Thus, Iran’ topro- ingits Gulf i

ject power lcuuLEd, their Israeland

i Jouthisi the further f the Trump-spon-
tain militias in Iraq as instruments of in- mredAbmhamAccords?Past interventions Per sonal grUdge fact that more than 1,000 Iranian ci-
fluence. Israel’s 12-day war against Iran in m L |hva Irag,and A sober- WHEN THESEincidentsdominated  vilianshavelost their lives (‘What
June 2025 exposed prof hat military incidentin  doesinternational law amount to
inthe latter’s air defence systems. Israeli ing political stability. The i¢ whereaHindu gym whenchildren in Iran become accept-

iland gas rated Iran wnthease mrget\ng hope is r.ha( good sense will prevail to end owner stood up bl damage?’, IE Web,

anaged Musllm shop owner, an extra-
ordinaryact of bravery inour
country; convicted sex offender Jef-

March4). The deadly strike ona girls”
school has claimed the livesof over
100 innocent schoolgirls. Ifitis not an

Two, Iran is not Iraq. It has a long his- professor emeritus of International United States dropped bunker-buster International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). frey Epstem semails thh Indian actofinhumanity, what isit? Wash-
tory of statehood and has existed asa uni- Relations, Michigan State University bombs on Iranian nuclear facilities. Vienna, toEgypt public lic; the i ks of “regi by A
Budgetannounced seven new high- Tehran. By the same logic, Tehran
speed rail corridorswhentheoriginal  must have theright tospeak of
Mumbai-Ahmedabad linkisdelayed; ~ “regime change” in Washington. But
when Indiaand the USworked outa then military might and economic
trade deal it toi ion:
| A | A TavleenSingh founditfarmoreim-  which the US has had forsolong
n e ra ea C SC | e n Ce n O OO S portant towrite about the fascism make allthe difference. Thisisacol-
) ’ and nepotismof North Koreaandlink  lective failure of our civilisation.
itto Rahul Gandhiand Sonia Gandhi GDavid Milton, Maruthancode
market demand displaces louudanonal in Al today built their onsus-  using il mdesign- (‘D North Ie', IE,
learning. A by tained1 in research  ingnew ones, wl-uch would requu'e moving February 15). Whatever happens -
NIGAM can long before Al became i from i across the globe orin India, almost MUCh needed thaw
RaHUL expertise is bound to current platforms i Te i e has Th il i d every articleof herslamb ‘THE INDIA-Canada relationship was
rather rarely been th of short-term skill then is wh1ch intellectual re- and the Gandhis. She is atitsnadirasthe Trudeau adminis-
ACROSS CAMPUSES today, the message to ‘Whatenc ini The current Al surge stands ross decades of i welcometo nurse what- tration accused India of involvement

students is unmistakable: Learn Al or risk
being leftbehind. Yet, ion remains:

is Lhe abmty toreason from mndamentals

on foundations laid in laboratories that

Forhow longwill today’s w’s

jon: y, testli-

advantage? The frameworks students
master in their first year often look different

mits, dlsungu:sh correlation fmm mechan-

valued curiosity
This global pattern also has local |mpll
cations. For many years, the Indian IT story

cal upheaval. Mastery of current

ever them

open the l:l[s[ door, but mastery of pnn
ciples

many

ism,, andaskwherher

by
vironments evolve, libraries are rewritten,
and entire platforms disappear. In a world
where AT de, design
architectures, and optimise complex work-
flows with minimal oversight, the shelf life
of narrowly technical training is shrinking.

open thereafter.
The

wasbuiltonbec

is not against modern

but perhaps should not air themin
the garbof; inalead-

inthe Hardeep Singh Nijjar killing
(‘India, Canada mend fencesamid

ing national newspaper.
Sunil Gupta, Gurgaon

" IE, February 4). How-
ever, thereis finally lightat theend of
the tunnel. This thaw was much

s engine. That model created large-scaleem-  skillsbutagainst reducingeducation totran- needed, especially when US
fromi iontoj And ploy and strengthened the middle  sient i i ies wil il irle’ President Donald Trump has created
et carsofgrappling  clas.Ye, it was o heavly dependenton  continuetoevolveatan Strikeongirls’school L s uncertaintywith
not only with equations but alsowith the  routine and process-driven work, and rou-  The matter, stability, THE USand Israel nd  histariff ‘warwith
constraints those equations must respect. tine is what Al is begnnmg toabsorb eﬂ‘ and causality will not. An education lran4 reducing the lives 0of 90 muhou Iran. New Delhi and Ottawa have
Technological success today is often nar- clently If uni in those enduring principles pre- daily test of rightly locked deals, Mutuaily benefi-
rated in terms of software breakthroughs i I dents for repeated ina The USclaimthatthiswaris foughtin  cial pathsarethe only way forward.

Yet, ven fields

and algori

nologiesisboth sensible and necessary. The

pl'ufomls they nsktymgstudent l’uluresto
. The

[ha[ appear purely ional remain

difficulty begins when i to

physical limits.

lead

ofthe

nexl phase of growth will not come from

world where change is the only constant.

The writer i atBITS Pilani
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the interestof Iraniansis belied by the

Vaibhav Goyal, Chandigarh
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What are ‘gravity
bombs’ which US
is planning to
shift toin Iran?

Arav Shah
New Delhi, March 5

ON WEDNESDAY, US Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth
said Iranian air defences had been severely degraded over
the course of the last four days and that the US military
would begin to deploy 500-pound, 1,000-pound, and
2,000-pound precision gravity bombs. This announce-
ment signalled a move away from cautious, “stand-off”
ammunition strikes to critical directbombardment.

Munitions used so far

Until now, the US has relied on expensive, long-range
“standoff munitions”, which are launched from outside
the range of Iran’s air defence systems and strictly
dismantle adversarial early-warning radars and surface-
to-air missile batteries. Thisammo is deployed by US
naval destroyers and stealth aircraft. This reduces the
possibility of pilot casualties by keeping them away from
the conflict. The Tomahawk cruise missile and the
LUCAS (Low-cost Unmanned Combat Attack System)
drones have been the front-running standoff munitions
for US-Israeli domi over Iranian air-
space in the past few days.

What is a gravity bomb?

Agravity bomb, historically known as a “free-fall”
bomb, is an unpowered munition. Unlike a cruise missile
like the Tomahawk, it lacks an internal engine. Once re-
leased, its trajectory is dictated entirely by gravity,
aerodynamics, and the speed and altitude of the
dropping aircraft. Despite their terminology likening
them to World War-erarelics, these variants are the mod-
ern workhorses of the US Air Force. Deployed heavily

since the turn of the cen-

turyinIraq, Afghanistan
CONVENTIONALU.S. .ndsyria (againstIsIs),
GRAVITY BOMBS they have also been used
#500-POUNDMKS2:For  PYlsraclinGazaandLe-

“soft" targets such as light ve-
hicles, radar installations, or ex-
posed infantry positions.

The US has modernised
these free-fall weapons

into highly accurate
L) 1'900'?0UNDMK83_{A “precisionammunition™
medium-yield weapon utilised by attaching Joint Direct
for destroying reinforced con- Attack Munition (JDAM)
cretestructures. command Kits. Thesetail sections,
posts, or smaller bridges. equipped with GPS and

©2,000-POUND MK 84: The
bunker-buster, capable of oblit-

steerable fins, allow the
bomb to glide precisely to

erating deep military complexes ~ specific coordinates.
orlarge industrial facilities, cre- .

ating blastcratersupto50feet ~ Conventional vs
wide and 36feet deep. nuclear

Crucially, the weapons
Hegseth referenced are
strictly conventional, packing hundreds of pounds of
standard chemical explosives, cost roughly $25,000 to
$30,000 with a JDAM kit, and are deployed by theatre
cc ders. The current ign relies on the con-
ventional Mark 80 series.

The US arsenal also includes nuclear gravity bombs,
suchas the B61 and B83 series. Nuclear gravity bombs
measure their yield in kilotons or megatons of TNT. They
require explicit authorisation from the US President, as
their use would signal a global nuclear escalation.

Why the shift?

The shift from standoff missiles to conventional grav-
ity bombs comes down to a trade-off between cost and
risk. Missiles cost millions of dollars each but keep pilots
perfectly safe. Gravity bombs are relatively cheap and
allow for high-volume bombardment. The catch: the
pilot must fly directly over or very near the target to drop
them. Therefore, deploying gravity bombsisonlya
viable tactic once a military achieves “air supremacy.”
Hegseth’sannouncementis adeclaration predicated on
the assumption that the Pentagon has neutralised the
Iraniananti-aircraft threat.

What is the US Air Force deploying now?

The US stockpile of conventional gravity bombs is
centred on the Mark 80 series. These munitions can be
dropped by a wide range of aircraft, from the F-15E Strike
Eagle and F-35stealth jets (tactical fighters) to heavy stra-
tegic bombers such as the B-52 Stratofortress.

® AGRICULTURE

* WEST ASIA WAR EXPANDS

Thelegal framework that
governs maritime conflict

+HOW A MARK-48 TORPEDO WORKS

AMRITA NAYAK DUTTA,
ANAGHA JAYAKUMAR

& SANDEEP SINGH

AUS torpedoed

Tranian warship IRIS Dena off the coast of
Sri Lanka, outside its nautical boundary.

Theship was returning after participat-
ing in the International Fleet Review and
MILAN-2026,amultilateral naval exercise
organised by the Indian Navy off Visakha-
patnam last month.

The smkmg of’ Lhe frigate, Ln which at
least80 ha the
theatre of the war between US-Israel and
Iran—beyond West Asiaand the Gulfto In-
dia’s immediate neighbourhood.

It also ignited a debate in India about
maritime security in the Indian Ocean, a
region where New Delhi maintains a sig-
nificant naval presence.

Several Indian Navy officers main-
tained thatonce ashipentersinternational
waters, there is not much of a role any
country can play in protecting it from an
adversarial force. Here’s a look at what
maritime law and conventions say.

Conventions and laws

International maritime law falls under
the purview of the United Nations Conven-
tion on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). The
USis notasignatory toit.

But it does not contain exphcx[ provi-

i ingtl di

parties during armed conmc!, as its pri-
mary focus is on peacetime governance.

Instead, the law of naval warfare oper-
ates in parallel with UNCLOS during con-
flicts. So, it doesn’t matter if the Dena was
directly participatingin the conflict. It was
a warship of the Iranian navy and, there-
fore, a legitimate target.

The Mark-48 torpedo is the US Navy's main sub-launched weapon for attacking ships and other vessels

® Introduced in 1972 and built ata Navy base
in Virginia, the Mark-48 heavyweight torpedo
has been updated periodically.

ol
underneathit

tofind its target and dive d

1700 kg

@ There, the equivalent of roughly 500
pounds of TNT detonates
© Thi bubble of gases that rises

h

ght
of the most recent
version

upward and snaps the ship's spine (keel)
through metal fatigue

causing ittosink quickly.

® The warshipis likely to have been armed
with basic weapon systems mcludlng close-in

® Theimpact of the underwater exg he shipi
4 % A'PRIZESHIP
| ) Indianterrtorialseas e
3 (12 nautical mil %
JRAN e ey described by US
Defense Secretary
India’s EEZ Visakhapatnam PeteHegsethasa
(2000m) prizeship’,sankaoff
thecoastof SriLanka
after atorpedo
Kanniyakumari attack.
IRIS Dena sank ® Denawas
in SrilLanka’s Exclusive returning tolran after
Economic Zone, off the * Galle taking partinanaval
coast of Galle e exerciselastmonth  weapon

Since World War I,

inVisakhapatnam.

ARAREATTACK

The sinking of the frigate, in which
at least 80 sailors were killed, has
widened the theatre of the war
between US-Israel and Iran

However, sanctionsdon’t mean that the
ship cannot participate in a peacetime
multilateral maritime exercise, but largely
remains restricted to business or transac-
tional activities.

At the time of the attack, the ship is
likely to have been armed with basic
weapon systems, including close-in

y—

What experts say

Vice Admiral G Ashok Kumar (Retd),
former vice-chief of the Indian Navy and

y’s first national maritis

ity coordinator, pointed out that thereis no
restriction on a war zone in the maritime
domain. “Itis very sad for us that the inci-
dent happened as the ship was returning
from an international event organised by
the Indian Navy. But in the maritime do-
main, thereisnorestriction of battle or war
zone, and the war started after they de-
parted India,” he told The Indian Express.

The former Navy officer added that the
incident took place in the exclusive econ-
omic zone of Sri Lanka, and hence, they
could qui and rescue
operation. “The fact that they were so close
to the border might have meant that they
were aware of some threat,” he said.

However, Rear Admiral Sudhir Pillai
NM (Retd) argued in a Substack post that
the use of force against a foreign warship
onthe highseas is presumptively unlawful
unless clearlyjustified as self-defence oras
part of anarmed conflict.

the time of the attack.

Here are the prominent instances:

INS KHUKRI ARA GENERAL BELGRANO ROKS CHEONAN
(DECEMBER9,1971) (MAY2,1982) (MARCH 26, 2010)
Pakistani submarine PNS Hangor UK subHMS Ct struckthe Th hKi

sank the Indian frigate off Diu. The
attackkilled 176 sailors.

Torsk

Argentine cruiser during Falklands
War. The attack killed 323 sailors.

afterasuspected torpedo ana::k
by North Korea.

750-ton 14,1945,

The UN Charter, too, theuse
of force in international waters. Article 51
of the Charter, concerning the Right of in-
dividual or collective self-defence, provides
an exception to the prohibition of the use
of force as stipulated in Article 2 (4) of the
Charter. Article 51 allows UN members to
exercise their right to self-defence in the
eventofan “armed attack”.

Alternatively, the Casebook of the Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross cites

authorisation by the UN Security Council
asgrounds for astrike. While this measure
dates back to the 1990 Gulf War, it may not
be feasible. Chapter VII of the UN Charter,
which outlines such authorisation,
requires a majority vote from the council
members with none of the permanent
i ingtheUS —

theirvetorights.

The sanctions on the ship

The Iranian warship was sanctioned by
the US Treasury Department in February
2023, along with executives of an Iranian
drone company called Paravar Pars. Ina
statement, the US Department ofthe Treas-
ury said that Iran was supplying UAVs for
Russia’s combat operations totarget critical
infrastructure in Ukraine.

In his essav he noted that a
militarystri
have been valid if it met the grounds for
self-defence under Article 51 of the UN
Charter.

A semor Navy official said that the US

ktodown thy jan war-
shipininternational waters whileit was on
a peaceful passage is a “big escalation” in
the ongoing US-Israel-Tran war.

“The ship was on a peaceful passage,
and it wasn't in the conflict zone. Even as
the US has justified its action, this is a big
escalationin the ongoing war,” said asenior
official with the Indian Navy, who did not
wish tobe named.

He further said that while warships
have tocounter to
the Iranian ship would have likely been
taken by surprise.

“They would not have expected an at
tack rere ona peaceful
not in the conflict zone and were struck
early morning. They may not have antici-
pated such an attack in international
waters,” the official said.

Turning to Iranian Kurds, US seeks out old ally in West Asia

Rishika Singh
New Delhi, March 5

AS THE conflict in Wes( Asia spreads [he
USisturning
for support. Israeli and US intelligence
agencies, the Mossad and the CIA, respect-
ively, are reportedly arming the Kurds to
ensure an on-ground presence against the
Iranian regime.

The US has long supported the ethnic
group with thousands of trained fightersto
bolster its own strategic aims in West Asia.

Stateless group
The Ku:ds arethe wor]d 's largest state-

‘Turkey, Iraq, and Iran. However, the Treaty
of Sévres, which partitioned the old Otto-
man dominions, marked a smaller terri-
tory, entirely in today’s Turkey. After ne-
gotiations with the Allies, Turkey signed
the Treaty of Lausanne, which ended the
idea of a self-governing Kurdistan.

Over time, the Kurds mad at

Iran’sother
minorities

® Apart from Kurds,
Iranalso has asizable
population of other
ethnic minorities.

establishing a de facto Kurdistan and at-

tracted Turkish repression, i bans

@ Theseit
Azeri Turks (compris-

ontheKurdishlanguage, songs, and dress.
The Kurds inIran have also had grievances
with both the Islamic Republic regime and
the Pahlavi dynasty before them.

1n 1978, the Kurdistan Workers Party
(PKKin Kurdi hanin-

15t020%
ofthe total popula-
tion of 90 million)
andthe Baloch
(around 210 3%).

® Notallof them

group, numbe: 25t0
35 million. They are spread across Turkey,
northern Iraq, northeastern Syria, north-
western Iran, and southern Armenia, and
areaminority in these countries.
Reputed to be fearless fighters, the
Kurds have served as mercenaries in
armies for centuries, but never had their
own independent national homeland.
After World Warl, the Kurdish Ottoman
diplomat Mehmet Sherif Pasha proposed a
new Kurdistan covering parts of modern

Kurdistan, leading to violent
clashes with the Turkish state. In 2013, the
PKK declared a ceasefire, but this col-
lapsed when Turkey fought the Islamic
State (IS) in 2015 and started to bomb PKK
targetsinIraq.

Rolein Syria, Iraq

Asthe IS swept across Syria and Iraq in
theeatly 20105 theonly fighterswho were
abl an
Kurdish mllmas’ the most powerful of

are inter-
ested in politically
mobilising against
the government.

which was the People’s Protection Units or
the YPG. In 2014, as the US joined the war
against ISIS, it found in the YPG a helpful
regional ally. The Kurds also served as a
counterpointagainst the Iranians and Rus-
sians, who supported the Syrian regime.

This was not the first such extension of
support. As Al Jazeera reported, “The US
provided tactical supportin the form of no-
fly zones that protected Kurdish groups
during the 1991 uprising (inIrag), although
Washington was criticised for prompting
the revolt and then abandoning people as
Iraqi forces under Saddam Hussein re-
sponded violently.” The no-fly zone
allowed the creation of a de facto Kurdish-
controlled region in northern Iraq, offi-
cially recognised in 2005.

In Syria, once the Kurds had forced ISIS
out of the northern region, they took over
therecaptured land alongthe Syria-Turkey
border. The YPG has close links with the
PKK, and for Turkey, this constituted a seri-
ous security threat.

Possible shift
Over time, the Kurds developed their
own governing institutions in parts of

Syria. However, the fall of the al-Assad gov-
ernment in 2024 saw a more US-friendly
regime come to power. The current govern-
ment is keen to establish total territorial

control after years of war and has offered
Kurdish

rec-

ognising their cultural rights.

Fightingalso broke out between the Sy-
rian government and Kurdish forces a few
months ago, halted by a ceasefire. The im-
portance of the Kurds for the US establish-
ment thus seemed to wane.

The US envoy to Syria, Tom Barrack,
said in January that the situation had
“fundamentally changed” and the Kur-
dish forces’ original purpose had “largely
expired”. But with the eventssurrounding
Iran, another shift may be underway.

‘Three Iragi Kurdish officials told the As-
sociated Press that US President Donald
Trump and the heads of two main Kurdish
parties in Iraq spoke to discuss military
support to the Iranian Kurdish groups. Is-
rael has also lent support to the Kurds,
owing to its historically fraught ties with
Arab nations.

Apart fromthe Kurds, Iran also hasasiz-
able population of other ethnic minorities.

Why India’s rice productlon and export strategy requires arethink

Harish Damodaran
New Delhi, Marchs

INDIA HAS been the world’s largest rice ex-
portersince 2011-12.In 2024-25, its export of
21.69 million tonnes (mt), according to the
US Department of Agriculture, was way
above Thailand’s 786 mtand Vietham’s8.06
mt, the other top exporters. In 2024-25, India
also became the world’s biggest rice pro-
ducer, withits estimated 150 mtoutput sur-
passingChina’s 14528 mt. The challenge lies
in smlammgtlus leadexshxp posmon frum

survive in

The number of i xrngauons for paddy
ranges, ing thect
and plantingtime, from 20to over30. Taking
25 irrigations at 5 cm depth, a paddy crop
grown under the conventional transplant-
ing-cum-continuous flooding systemwould
consume about 5 million litres of water per
acre. Assuming a paddy yield of 2.5 tonnes
peracre, it translates into 2,000 litres for
every kg of harvested grain and 3000 litres
for rice at two-thirds milling recovery.

So, l’orevery kgofriceIndiashipsout, it

alsoi orts 3,000 litres of water.

The environmental dimension
Paddy (rice with husk) is a water-guz-
zling crop. A single irrigation, for covering
one acre of land to a depth of 2.5 cm,
requires 101,175 litres of water.
Forpaddy, thewater level in the field has
tobe maintained atabout5cm forextended
periods, primarily for controlling weeds:
wateractsasanatural herbicide against the
weeds that, unlike paddy plants, cannot

Financial sustainability

‘The table shows India’s exports of rice,
both basmati and non-basmati, in quantity
as well as value terms for recent years.

In 2023-24 and 2024-25, basmati ex-
ports, at 5-6 mt, were less than haif the 11-
14 mtof non-basmati rice. But the value of
exports from both was more or less same:
$5.8-59billion forbasmati and $4.5-6.5bil-
lion for non-basmati. The average unit

« India’s Rice Exports (April-Marchfiscal years)

tarni (Bihar), Gobindobhog (West Bengal),
Badshah Bhog (Chhattisgarh), Koraput Ka—
lajeera (Odisha), Wayanad ang

compares with the hardly one tonne from
traditional tall varieties such as Taraori and
Dy i, which also take 155-160 days

from nursery sowing to harvesting.
The total area planted to rice in India’s

Basmati Non-Basmati Gandhakasala (Kerala), and Seeraga; Samba
Quantity Value Quantity Value | (Tamil Nadu). The idea is to move from a
(INLAKH TONNES) (INSMILLION) (INLAKH TONNES) (INSMILLION) | ¢ ity rice to a high-value and less
202021 163 Ta084 13149 13,8108 water-intensive rice exporter,” says Ashok
{ ! 1 | KumarSingh, former directorof Indian Ag-
2021-22 |39.44 353749 | 17289 1613363 ricultural Research Institute (TARI).
202223 l 45861 478765 17792 | 6.35671 Ph 1
2023-24 | 5242 158433 i la5713.0 ase outp| an )
{ 1 ! 4 | India’s basmati shipments have risen
202425 6065 |5.94449 |13 1652798 from 0.6-07 mt (worth $400-450 million)
Apr-Dec24 | 4242 43227 93.33 4.405.26 | annually in the early 2000s to 5-6 mt ($5.8-
= T T T 59 billion) during the last two years, thanks
Apr-Dec25 | 2699 4,097.45 105.21 | 420825 rgely o blockbimmeuesybmwm
alue realisation from b i as  for ing in July with oon. These combine traditional bas-
Rs829-92.3 perkg, asagainst Rs34-39.2/kg Simply put, b ingmore  mati* non-sticki-
for non-basmati during the two years. bang fornotonly every kg of rice produced, d upe withthe

Basmati rice, thus, fetches more dollars
from every kg of grain going out of the
country. That’s not all. Basmau paddy con-

but also for every litre of water consumed.
“We should export more of basmati. In
non-basmati, too, we must promote short-

sumes’ ater. Non-basm:
mostly transplanted inJune ar the peak of

vanenes like K: and

summer, ivarieti

Uttar Pradesh), Ka-

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

higher yields of modern dwarfvarieties.

Gl region for basmati is around
62 million hectares (mh): 3. mhin Punjab,
1.3 mh in Haryana, 1.5 mh in western UP,
0.12mhinUttarakhand, 0.1 mh in Jammu
and 0.05 mh in Himachal Pradesh. Within
that, the actual basmati-sown area is just
over2.1mh, including 0.8 mheachin Pun-
)ab and Haryzma and 0.5mhin western UP.
ivation can b
cover the entire 6.2 mh Gl area. It will boost
India’s basmati production and exports,

in Punjab and Haryana. Also, the govern-
ment can step up procurement of non-bas-
mati paddyin eastern UP, Bihar, West Bengal

Pusa Basmati-1509, a variety
by Singh (he has been selected for (he
Padma Shri award this year), yields 2.5
tonnes of paddy per acre with a seed-to-
grain maturity of only 115-120 days. This

and Assam, wh depletionis
notsignificant and farmers aren’t receiving
minimum support prices,” notes Singh.
FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM/EXPLAINED
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Sustaining Budget inflows

Sharper focus on non-tax receipts has short-term
utility, but taxes need to take centre stage soon

ITHTHE SUBSTANTIAL reliefst dedto

denting taxrevenues—thelargest: stream of inflowsintothe

exchequer—the Centre appears to be setting its sights on

non-taxrevenue instrumentsin the mediumterm. Itrecen-
tlyrejigged the National Monetisation Pipeline 2.0 (FY26-FY30),byrevising
the mop-up target upward by 67% to ¥16.7 lakh crore.Asignificant part of
these funds would reach the exchequer in due course, as dividends or profit
share Adayafterpresenting the Budget FY27 in Parliament, Finance Minis-
terNirmala it idthep ddirection of disinvestment should
setthetonefor ion,and added that there ibe“alotmore
on disinvestment, by bringing more public float from CPSEs (central public
sector enterprises) and asset monetisation”. Under “miscellaneous capital
receipts”, which includes proceeds from the sale of CPSE equities, 80,000
crore is projected to be raised in the next fiscal year, compared with barely
%35,000 crore mopped up so farin the current fiscal year.

“Non-taxrevenues,”asspecified in the Budget, have grownat much faster
rates than tax receipts in recent years—by 40.8% in FY24, 33.5%in FY25,
and 24.4% (revised estimates) in FY26. Unprecedented jumps in “surplus
transfers” from the Reserve Bank of India have helped cushion the Centre’s
ﬁscal position inrecent years while ensuring the central bank remains well-

ised. State-run oil marketing cc ies,which have benefitted from
subdued oil prices, have also been generous with their dividend payouts.
These apart, financial and quasi-sovereign investment vehicles have of late
emergedassignificant dividend contributors.While CPSE disinvestment per
se has faltered, faster assent monetisation is set to be reflected on Budget
receipts too.Theincreased focus on non-taxrevenues,and nowalso on non-
debt capital receipts, marks the realisation that imposing fresh taxes—even
selectively on the rich and wealthy—would be an unwise step at this junc-
tureand prove counterproductive.

However, this strategy can’tbealong-termanchorof fiscal consolidation.
Taxand non-taxreceiptsdiffer fundamentally: theformerentailsamanda-
tory payment obligation imposed by the government on individuals and
businesses,withset timelines for the transfers.On the face of it,tax payments
are unrequited in nature. Non-tax contributions to the government coffers
include fees, fines, dividends, and profits from government-owned firms,
assets,and services. Thesearelargelyvoluntaryin nature,exhaustible,and not
as synchronised with the current state of the economy, as tax revenues are.
For instance, the fee charged on the use of telecom spectrum, a sovereign
resource,needs tobe paid onlywhena firm chooses toacquireand useit.The
state can’t ordain the sale of spectrum. Similarly, companies enjoy certain
freedom and flexibility in deciding the quantum of dividends to pay share-
holders and how to stagger the payouts.

The instant jump in non-tax receipts also results from the government's
persuasive power,as it isuniquely placedand empowered compared to other
economicactors. Exercising these powers has its limits. Uneconomic divi-
dend transfers could, forinstance, limit the capacity of CPSEs to make fresh
investmentsand debilitate their profitability sooner than later. Despite the
relatively high growth of non-tax Tevenues, these are still a quarter of the
Centre’s net tax receipts.A i rategy forthe government
must inevitably be driven by taxes. The objective must be to return to this
proven revenue model as quickly as possible.

This oil shock hits
differently for the US

WITHTHE US and Israel bombarding Iran, the surge in oil prices brings to mind the
inflationary energy shocks of the past half century. But that may be the wrong way to
thinkabout what’s unfolding in the e economy today
Whilethe 1970sand 2022 sk inflati flict
with Iran would pnman.lyhxt the American economy through slower; gmwth Mod-
erncentral bankersk tolook gy pricevolatilitywhen
adjusting policy rates, and rising bond that markets may be misjudg-
ingtheFederal Reserve’s reaction functmn_ln fact,tuday’s Fed pohcymake:s a.ne likely
thewar and
tolead to policy: i fo
First, consider the mﬂatxon backdrop. The energy price spike comes against sub-

intherestoftl priceindex.Onlyabout 15%afthe

CPI ightingis currentlyi: apaceof 4% ormore.Th icwas

at Gl%whenRussla invaded U'kmme in FebruaryZO’ 2.Although pump pricesare still
ostsalientinh ology,c

amongth psy tlikely
to experience the shock as part of a broad i mcrease in the price level. And while high
prices have become a persistent complaint, inflation expectations have been rela-
tivelywell-anchoredin recent quarters, urveys.
Similarly, labour market slack is primed to actasa d]smﬂatmnaryforce Not only
is Lhe unemplu}mmnl rate higher than it was during the last energy shock, but job
gs h andp it h has flatlined in just about eves
mdustryoutsnde of health care. Whereas hlgherpump prices ledwmkers todemand
hlghe( vagesin 2022, theyh. g powertoday.
ings for production and non-supervisory employees grewat amodest 3.8% in Janu-
ary.In February 2022, when Russia invaded Ukraine, they were growing 6.8%.
Thestory is more concerning for growth and workers.
Businesses lacking the pricing power they’ve enjoyed in
years past may adjust to higher energy prices by shrink-
ing payrolls. Worse, the proliferation of artificial intelli-
gence may give them the pretext to do so,a growing con-
cern after Block laid off close to half its staff this week
ostensibly due to technological progress.

usthaninthe

recent past. The effective rate on outstanding mortgage

debt sitsat 4.24%, the highest since early 2012,and debt

service ratiosareat the highest since early 2020, Student

loan, credit card, and auto loan delinquencies have all

moved higher, too. In such an environment, Fed Chair
Fed chair inee Kevin

JONATHAN
LEVIN

Bloomberg

uldknow the Fed mustn’tlet drawiti ight policystance.

The outcome, of course, all depends on the extent to which the Third Gulf War
affects the flowofvessels through the Strait of Hormuz.As my colleague Javier Blas has
written, the USneedsto getthe strait reopened. While much oftheconversanoucen—
ts iersaysthat needs to get ships
into the Persian Gulf, lest the region run out of storage and have to resort to slowing
production. As an example, I.mq has already cut output at the Rumaila oil field,and

reported that the countryappears p about 3 million

barrelsa day of output if the couﬂ.lct carrieson.
Butevenundera io inwhich oil sh s $100abar-
rel,it hatodd fori b i ~for-longerpolicyrates.At the

time of writing, trading in Fed funds futures suggest diminishing odds that the cen-
tral bankwill cut rates twice in 2026. It’s plausible, of course, that policymakers may
opt tostand pat while they monitor to ensure inflation expectations don'tlose their
anchor,si ulfilling: y.Yet thatwould beatempo-
rary posture. What’s harder to comprehend is why mvestors have pared bets on rate
cuts forlate 2026 and early 2027, after the growth drag has hit.
‘That sort of interpretation treats this shock too much like the more inflatio:

ones from the past. And under the surface, it’s clear this is a very different economy.
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TTENDING THE GLOBAL
Al Impact Summit was a
rare and rarified experi-
ence—listening to the
thoughts of world leaders
in this breakthrough technology that
pmmlses earth-shaking possibilities. It
is probahly correct to say that artificial

o

@® WESTASIA RIPPLES

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi

The world has entered a volatile phase. Stormy
seas lie ahead. India’s oil supplies are under threat,
with more than 40% of our imports transiting

the Strait of Hormuz

® SUMMIT TAKEAWAYS
INDIA'S FOCUS HAS BEEN AT THE DEPLOYMENT LEVEL, HIGH INVESTMENT IN INFRA BODES WELL FOR Al GROWTH

The Al India Impact

VINOD DHALL

Former Chairman, Competition Commission of Indiia,
and Senior Adviser, Touchstone Partners

(AI) could be the

of the next Industrial Revolution—4IR—
after the previous revolutions brought
about by the steam engine, electricity
and mass production,and internet/dig-
ital technology. The visions painted by
technology leaders such as Google’s
Sundar Pichai and Demis Hassabis,
Open Al’s Sam Altman, Anthropic’s
Dario Amodei, Meta's Alexandr Wang,
and our own experts/inventors such as
Sarvam Al’s founders, plus the presen-
tations at the tech companies’ stalls,
gave a dazzling display of the potential
of Al for mankind.

The impact of Al in the fields of sci-
ence, health, education, agriculture, cli-
mate change, finance, commerce,and
more are unfolding with dazzling or, as
some feel, alarming speed.

In medicine, AT promises person-
alised treatment instead of a one-size-
fits-all, helping radiologists to detect
critical diseases, or automatically pro-
ducing medical notes after listening to
doctor-patient conversations. In fact,
India’s AIIMS is cooperating with
Google to raise the level of quality in
health services and patient care.

alised teachingaccording to the specific
needsof each student, providing round-
the-clock coaching,and relieving teach-
ers from drudge work like tabulating
attendance or grading multiple choice
questions,

In governance,Al canand is helping
individuals to connect to essential ser-
vices in multiple languagcs Preven-
tion of fraud and ensuring compliance
with legal and reg is

analysts. Already, the announcement
by Anthropic of the launch of its
Claude Cowork sent shock waves
through the software industry globally
including in India, and led to a steep
fall in their stock market valuations.

At the summit, however, a few sig-
nificant collaborations were announ-
ced.Forexample, Infosys and Anthropic
announced that the Indian IT firm will
be

ping Al solutions for targeted

an area of growing
deployment of Al, espe-
cially in financial busi-
nesses such as banking,
insurance,and stock mar-
ket operations.

Thelistof useswhere Al
can be an essential tool is
expanding by the day. Sev-
eral Indian startups are
using the services of
Googleand otherAl biggies
to relay the above benefits

—_—
India’s flourishing
startup ecosystem
and an abundance
of Al talent has
seen the birth
of several
deployment-level
apps and tools
—_—

mdusmes such as finan-
cial services and telecom.
The Tata Group
announced a tie-up with
OpenAl that will likely
enable access for thou-
sands of its employees to
advanced ChatGPT. How-
ever, the Indian software
leaders were slow to wake
uptothe potential of Al to
disrupt their business
models. The Indian IT

to Indian citizens. Large
Indian corporates are prioritising the
use of Al to bolster their services and

Inagriculture,Al hasbeenk

products, includi h

for early plant disease detection and
curerecommendations,inweather pre-
diction and in advice on ideal planting
timesand wateruse, fertiliserand pesti-
cide usage, predicting diseases in cattle,
and so on. Al deployment has accord-
ingly led to a substantial increase in
yields in various use cases.
Alineducationisenabling individu-

for ing pro-
ductive efficiencies.

On the other hand, there is no
shortage of pessimists about the
future with AL There can be no doubt
that agentic Al will automate and
thereby replace many white-collar
jobs, in particular the routine ones

industryhas faced similar
upheavals before, and one hopes the
current slump is a temporary occur-
rencerather thanalong-term hit.

At the same time, AI will probably
also create new types of jobs, but that
could happen with a time lag and will
necessitate training people in newskills
and at scale.

At the societal level, the spread of
near- reallstmdcepfakes makes it diffi-

such as data entry and ser-
vice,aswell as entry-level jobs like data

cultforthep d even institutions
to dlstmgmsh facts from fiction. These

tools can be manipulated for political
and other aims. Al creations carry the
biases of the data on which theyare fed
or trained. Dark algorithms can per-
petuate discrimination in activities
such as recruitment and loans. Al can
be used as a malignant tool forgovern-
ment surveillance and targeting of
opponents or dissenters, something
that was a point of disagreement
between the Pentagon and Anthropic.
Al it is feared, can hugely exacerbate
economic disparities in societies as the
economic fruits can be captured by the
richand tech corporates. Finally, it can
bring about an existential crisis as the
Al creatures become more intelligent
and more powerful than humans. As
people like Amodei point out, we
should be worried about the evolution
of powerful Al that can morph into an
“AI country” populated by artificial
supermtelhgem:e and dark powerwith
no ethical guardre
India’s focus at the AT summit and
otherwise has been at the deployment
level, with the aim of delivering equi-
table growth, improving public ser-
vices, and addressing the country’s
most pressing challenges while ensur-
ingsafety,ethics,and inclusivity. India’s
flourishing startup ecosystem and an
abundance of Al related talent, encour-
aged also by the government’s A Mis-
sion, has seen the birth of several
deployment-level apps and tools,aswell
as indigenous foundation models like
Sarvam Al High levels of investment in
Al-specific infrastructure, both from
global giants and Indian corporates
such as by Reliance, Adani and Google,
Metaand Yotta, bode well for the accel-
erated growth of Al technology in the
country. These will likely spur the devel-
opment of Al at scale and its deploy-
ment in a host of fields. Some of this is
already happening.

Resilient fundamentals meet volatile flows

UPASANA CHACHRA

Chief India Economist, Morgan Stanley

India’s external narrative remains anchored in
steady fundamentals that have helped offset
volatility in global capital flows

INDIA'S EXTERNAL SECTOR is under
scrutiny amid a widening divergence
between volatile capital flows and stea-
dily strengthening balance-sheet fun-
damentals. Heightened global uncer-
tainty has softened capital inflows and
intermittently pressured the currency.
In ourview, however, external accounts
continue todisplay resilience. While cy-
clical noise has intensified, there areno
Is of deeper macro vul:

India has historically runa current
account deficit (CAD), consistent with
agrowth model that prioritises invest-
ment beyond domestic savings. Over
the past decade, however, both the size
and composition of the deficit have
improved materially. During FY16-25,
the CAD averaged about 1% of GDP,
less than half the average of the pre-
ceding decade.

This benign trend reflects structural
shifts rather than cyclical tailwinds.
Merchandise exports have remained
largely steady, as reflected in India’s
plateauing share of global goods
exports. Instead, three secular drivers
have underpinned improvement: (i)
favourable terms of trade led by declin-
ing oil intensity, which has fallen from
0.18 in the early 2000s to about 0.12
currently amid relatively stable global oil
prices; (ii) a structural upswing in ser-
vices exports, supported by the off-
shoring boom and the rise of global
capability centres that increasingly
extend beyond traditional softwareinto
business services,with services exports”
global market share rising by around

130 basis points (bps) since 2019; and
(iii) robust remittances, now tracking at
about 3.2% of GDP, with India emerg-
ing as the world’s leading recipient,
aided by a shift towards higher-skilled
migration to advanced economies
rather than Gulf-centric flows.

The resilience of the“invisibles”com-
ponent has acted as a stabilising force,
offsetting weakness in goods exports
amid volatile global trade conditions.
That said, recent geopolitical develop-
ments pose risks of a temporary widen-
ingin the CADvia higheroiland non-oil
commodity prices,

In 2025, cumulative FII outflows
amounted to $11.3 billion. Following
the announcement of the India-US
trade deal, sentiment has improved
modestly, with inflows of around $3.6
billion recorded in February 2026.

Net foreign direct investment (FDI)
has also remained constrained, despite
resilient gross inflows. In 2025, gross
FDIrose 10%year-on-year to 590 8 bil-

remain strong enough to anchor stabil-
ity, even as capital flows stay uneven.
The recent rupee weakness should be
viewed through the combined lens of
dollax suength driven by interest-rate
latile portfolio flows,and
trade-related uncertainty. With the US
trade deal now in place, downside risks
appear limited. Relatively cheap valua-
tion versus fundamentals, improving

lion.However,
at $4.4 billion, as repatriation exceeded
$50 billion and outward FDI acceler-
ated,surging to $34.6 billion.

The interaction of the

depending on the dura- =e———— current and capital
tion of disruptions.A 10% Policy efforts accountsisreflected inthe
increase in oil prices can h balance of payments (BoP),
widen the CAD by roughly to en_ ?nce which has typically
30bpsof GDP. competitiveness  remained in surplus. In

In contrast to the imp- will be critical to FY25, the BoP slipped into
roving currentaccount, the P amarginal deficit of about
capital account has weak- sum"‘.“ng growth, 0.2% of GDP, driven
ened over time. Histori-  reducing external largelyby capital outflows.
cally, it ran a surplus of vulnerab We expect the BoP to
around 4% of GDP dUIINGE  p—  emain indeficitin FY26as

FY06-15, but this fell to

about 2.2% of GDP in FY16-25. Cycli-
cally, capital flows have become increas-
mgly fxaglle On a four-quarter trailing

well,givenlacklustre flows,
marking the first instance of two con-
secutive years of BoP deficits.
Despite turbulence on the ﬂow sxde,
ofi

italaccount net  fund. Is provide
outﬂows and remains close to all-time weight. The external balance sheet
lowsas of QE December 2025. remains fortified, supported by sub-

Since January 2024, foreign institu-
tional investor(FIT) flows have oscillated
between muted inflows and outright
outflows. Tighter global financial condi-
tions, astronger US dollar, and elevated

uncertainty have

g
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Tech imperialism

Apropos of "Tech's ethical limits" (FE,
March 5), the clash between artificial
intelligence (Al) developers and gov-
ernment defence priorities exposes a
troubling double standard in corpo-
rate morality. While firms enforce
strict boundaries against domestic
surveillance, these frameworks evapo-
rate when their systems are deployed
in foreign conflicts. This hypocrisy
suggests industry principles are dicta-

ted by national security and comm-
ercial survival rather than universal
rights. As modern warfare relies on
algorithmic speed, creators are rapid-
Iy loslng control over thelr technolo-

stantial foreign-exchange reserves,
comfortable import cover,and a man-
ageable external debt profile. Official
assessments suggest India performs
‘wellon debt sustainability metrics rela-
tive to peers. Fundamentals therefore

redraws the global order.
—K Chidanand Kumar, Bengaluru

Limit of technology

Technology ushers in convenience,

gies' ultimate appli Further,
when one company demonstrates
restraint, compliant competitors
readily step in to secure lucrative state
contracts. We must urgently establish
international agreements to regulate
military Al before unchecked techno-
logical imperialism permanently

ir , and new ways to solve
problems, but its speedy expansion
poses serious ethical issues. Sensitive
issues like invasion of privacy, excess-
ive surveillance, misuse of personal
data, and algorithmic bias show that
technology is not always neutral or
harmless. When innovation moves

. Mahape, Navi 7
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capital pects,andabettertrade
out[ook should offer support. The RBI’s
short forward position of over $60 bil-
lion is likely to cap sharp appreciation,
favouring measured gains instead.Ona
real effective exchange rate basis, the
rupee i ting
export competitiveness.

India’s external narrative remains
anchored in steady fundamentals that
have helped offset volatility in global
capital flows. Near-term risks stem from
the duration of geopolitical tensions
and their potential impact via higher
commodity prices,weakerexport grow-
th, and pressure on remittances. Over
the medium term, rapid advances in Al
pose emerging risks that warrant mon-
itoring. Policy efforts to enhance com-
petitiveness—particularly through str-
engthening domestic manufacturing
and boosting merchandise exports—
will be critical to sustaining growth and
reducing external vulnerabilities. On
the capital account, favourable growth
differentials and deeper integration
into global bond indices should, over
time, supporta more constructive flow
environment.

faster than laws or ethics, it can harm
individuals and society. Hence, clearly
defined ethical boundaries are vital to
guide how technology is created and
used. Governments, companies, and
people must work together to ensure
accountability and responsible practi-
ces. The real limit of technology lies
not in what we can build, but inwhat
we choose to use responsibly.

—PV Prakash, Mumbai

@Write to us at feletters@expressindia.com
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Nepal’s vote tests the
old political order

The Gen Z has changed the rules of the game; the
election results will show whether Nepal’s political
establishment has understood the message.

It has been 20 years since Nepal overthrew its monarchy and
charted its course in parliamentary democracy. However, the
end of monarchy was not the end of Nepal's woes. These twenty
years have been tumultuous, to say the least. The political
establishment that took over has not lived upto the
expectations of the people. The governments were mostly keen
to secure their place and survive rather than to deliver on the
development of the country. Corruption, coalitions and internal
feuds have defined the parliamentary democracy for all these
years. Power alternated mainly among the Nepali Congress and
various communist factions, including the CPN-UML and the
Maoist Centre, often through fragile coalition governments, but
not much changed for the people.

L | and ¢ grew, as did the fi
amongst the youth, who finally came on the streets in
September last year to protest and changed Nepal politics
forever. The elections underway in Nepal are no ordinary
elections, it is going to be a litmus test for the old political
establishment and also people’s view of the Gen Z uprising.
With nearly 19 million voters deciding the 275-member
House of Representatives, the election has become a
referendum on whether Nepal's long-dominant political class
can regain legitimacy or whether a new generation will reshape
the country’s political trajectory. Political instability has marked
the democracy and allegations of corruption have eroded
public trust.

This election, therefore, marks a turning point. The most
visible sign of change is the emergence of younger candidates
and unconventional political figures who have captured the
imagination of Nepal's urban youth. Among them is Balendra
Shah, the rapper-turned-politician and former mayor of
Kathmandu, who has positioned himself as a symbol of
generational change. His challenge to veteran Marxist leader
and former prime minister KP Sharma Oli in Jhapa district has
become one of the most closely watched contests of the
election. At the same time, established parties have attempted
to adapt to the new political mood.

The Nepali Congress, one of the country’s oldest parties, has
chosen the relatively younger Gagan Thapa as its leader,
signalling a cautious attempt at renewal. Traditional leaders are
emphasising experience and stability, arguing that governance
requires institutional knowledge rather than political
experimentation. Structural realities of Nepal's electoral system
make a dramatic political overhaul unhkely The mixed system
of first-past-the-post and pi ion often
produces fragmented results and may lead to yetanother
coalition government. Nevertheless, the politics of Nepal have
changed for sure. The Gen Z uprising has set the agenda-one
centred on accountability, transparency, and economic
opportunity. Whether led by veterans such as Oli or younger
leaders like Thapa - or influenced by new voices such as Shah -
Nepal’s next government will face a restless and politically
awakened generation.

Anartiste dressed as ‘Vishnumurthy' deity perlorms ‘Ottekola’, a dam:e ritual, at
the Kukke Subrahmanya Temple, Kulkunda, in Dakshina Kannada district
PHOTO: PT}
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SILENCE AMID ESCALATION: QUESTIONS
OVER THE US-ISRAEL STRIKE ON IRAN

The world seemed to know the
reason for the latest escalation
even before US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio publicly
acknowledged it: American strikes
on Iran were triggered by Israel’s
plan to attack. Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu had
earlier claimed that Iran was
building new underground
facilities that could soon make

its ballistic missile and nuclear
programmes immune to

external strikes.

Without an independent
assessment of whether these
Iranian sites posed an imminent
threat, US President Donald Trump
moved swiftly, outlining war aims
that included destroying Iran's
ballistic missile capability and
naval strength, preventing Tehran
from developing nuclear weapons,
and curbing its support for proxy
forces across the Middle East. US

Vice-President JD Vance echoed
this position, asserting that
Washington's goal was to ensure
Iran could never possess nuclear
weapans. For many observers, the
sudden Israel-US offensive defies
Iogic and raises troubling questions
about the use of force. Equally
striking has been the muted
response from much of the
international community. Apart
from Viadimir Putin, most world
leaders have remained largely
silent. The continued helplessness
of the United Nations has also
drawn concern.India, too, faces a
delicate chaice. Whether Prime
Minister Modi will endorse such
escalation remains uncertain. New
Delhi's silence risks appearing less
like neutrality and more like a
missed opportunity to use its
diplomatic credibility to prevent
further deterioration.

BIDYUT KR CHATTERJEE | FARIDABAD

Please send your letter ta the info@dailypioneer.com.
In not more than 250 words. We appreciate your feedback.

From Indian rootedness to global Competence

The implementation of NEP-2020 has ushered in a positive transformative shift, positioning the Indian higher education
system to align more closely with the evolving demands of the 21st-century economy

The Indian higher education systemis undergo-
inga massive transformation, shifting from a the-
oretical, colonial-era mindset and rote-learning
model to an India-centric framework that takes
pride in nation's rich cultural heritage while
embracing experiential learning, skill develop-
ment, innovation, and entrepreneurship. This shift
fosters a more dynamic, self-reliant, and global-
ly competitive academic ecosystem.

The focus of the National Education Policy 2020
(NEP 2020) on the halistic development of stu-
dents by incorporating Indian values, ethics,
duties, and the integration of the Indian
Knowledge System (IKS) into curricula, has signif-

(600 BCE); students are developing greater
national pride, courage, self-reliance and confi-
dence in the richness of our national intellectu-
al heritage and respect for India’s civilisational

icantly influenced the development of national BY FOSTERING legacy. Beyond reinforcing awareness of India’s
consciousness and cultural rootedness among FLEXIBLE civilisational contributions to global knowl-
st ey svenghonng naalstc  CURRICULAR g therapetegratonal s oo
i i ian identity. ic curricula wi e vitali
The great educational institutions of ancient A?\I?%SXEEE\ISG country's rich intellectual traditions across
India Taxila, Nalanda, and Vikramshila were diverse fields.
founded upon the principle of holistic develop- CROSS- The implementation of NEP-2020 has signifi-
ment pf students - the developmen} of mind, DISCIPLINARY cantly regrignteq the skill deyelopmept lgnd-
onalphlosopherssuchasowamiviveranangs,  MOBLLITY, NER. o0, e on o vocatonal eucarion
Madan Mohan Malaviya, Sii Aurobindo, and Zg%%ggg;"ss into manstream curticua along with e nro-
Tagore c¢ uction of skill enhancement
that the central aim of education shou!d be the WITH A WIDE courses, experiential learning,
e ok oo mostidly oo R O e earoing, s
i i ject- ing,
endowrsq l-leritagerl inthe wforlq.llr e;:nbodies an COI“I&EE’EJ%TIEI:(I}ES’ streng gl’!eneﬁl Iskil(; l;:qanpgr%ncy
extraordinary confluence of spirituality, science, acquisition, helped bridge indus-
art, logic, and a profound philosophy of life. It has CRITICAL try skill gaps, and enhanced self-reliance, inno-
always been devoted to the pursuit of truth and THINKING, vation, and employability. The Pradhan Mantri
GoiemsounalyCppoppiansl | GEGOVL Hbrd Mg ol et
sophical system§ (DEFS':IBI’!SS]. ' P COMMUNICATION tured apprenticeship progr?:ms. imgarting
India has offered the world six distinct , DIGITAL Industry-linked practical training to the students.
ways of seeing and understanding reality-these LITERACY, AND By promoting entrepreneurial skills among stu-
areits six classical schools ofphil_osophy. Onthe ADVANCED dents, NEEZQZO has qu.ter_ed a strong startup
one. hand, we rpse. to the loftiest heights of PROBLEM- cult_ure within HEISA lnltxatlve§ such as Startup
spiritual realisation; on the other, our revered SOLVING SKILLS India, the National Innovation and Startup

Rishis and Acharyas laid the foundational
principles of mathematics, chemistry, physics,
astronomy, medicine, economics, governance,
environmental ethics and various domains
of knowledge.

Itis widely recognised across the globe that the

Policy (NISP) of the Ministry of Education,
Government of India, the Atal Innovation Mission
(AIM), and various State Startup Policies have col-
lectively accelera[ed the development of vibrant
| ecc onc From
approxi 400-500 startups in 2016, India

Vedas constitute primary source of both spiritu-
al and worldly knowledge. With the incorpora-
tion of the great inventions and intellectual con-
tributions of ancient India into present-day cur-
ricula, such as the reference to the discovery of
fire by Rishi Atharva in the Rigveda and Yajurveda;
the surgical principles of Acharya Sushruta in the
Sushruta Samhita (600 BCE); the concepts of
atomic theory, gravitation, and motion described

The writer is Former Vice
Chancellor, Central
University of Gujarat
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has grown to over 2 lakh DPIIT (Department for
Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade)-
recognised startups as of December 2025,
making India the third-largest startup ecosystem
in the world.

By fostering flexible curricular structures and
enabling cross-disciplinary mobility, NEP-2020
equips students with a wide range of competen-
cies, including critical thinking, effective commu-

Dioneer
[SETYI I structure and strengthening

solving skills. The credit accumulation mecha-
nism enabled by the Academic Bank of Credits
(ABC) facilitates lifelong learning and continuous
skill upgradation, thereby enhancing learner
mobility and adaptability. Twenty-first century
skills such as digital proficiency, creativity, lead-
ership, and ethical reasoning are essential com-
petencies for effective participation in a knowl-
edge-driven global economy.

To cultivate students with global competen-
cies, itis imperative to produce high-quality grad-
uates specialised in critical fields such as artifi-
cialintelligence (Al), machine learning, data ana-
lytics, cybersecurity, semiconductors, green
energy transitions, etc.

This requires reorienting our curricula to incor-
porate intensive practical, hands-on training in
these areas. India is home to numerous HEIs that
consistently produce exceptional talents in Aland
computer science and many of such graduates
are currently among the leading innovators
and technologists in Silicon Valley. Encouragingly,
this long-standing trend of outward migration
is beginning to reverse and we have to retain
this highly skilled talent pool, enabling them to
drive innovation and create long-term value
within India.

Al innovation labs are being established
across major Indian technology hubs, position-
ing the country to emerge as a global centre of
excellence in Al-powered consulting, advanced
analytics, cyber defence operations and educa-
tion. This underscores India’s growing strategic
role in the global Al ecosystem. Al-led cyber
research hubs established in
leading Indian tech cities have the
potential to play a pivotal role in
safeguarding critical digital infra-

national cyber resilience. Al pos-
sesses significant transformative potential in
higher education, enhancing the quality of
teaching and learning, strengthening research
capabilities, improving administrative efficien-
cy, and expanding accessibility.

Al can assist in curriculum design, real-
time skills assessment, and the effective man-
agement of smart campuses. However, as a
matter of caution one has to remember that the
Indian vision of education does not rest solely
on the transmission of information; rather,
itemphasises holistic development, mentorship,
empathy, moral guidance, and the cultivation
of critical thinking, the qualities that are inher-
ently human.

The implementation of NEP-2020 has ushered
in a positive transformative shift, positioning the
Indian higher education system to align more
closely with the evolving demands of the 2ist-
century economy. It seeks to nurture students
who take pride in Indian heritage while simul-
taneously developing global competencies and
critical twenty-first century skills essential for
meaningful employment, entrepreneurial lead-
ership, and the effective resolution of complex

by Maharshi Kanadain the Darshana

nication, digital literacy, and advanced problem-

global challenges.

Unlocking the mystery of chanting

A
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I have been chanting God's names for close to four
decades. | do because it helps me in many ways. | will
give details later in this article. | continued chanting
because it was working,, but I never knew how. | tried
to repeat the name of my friend, but it gave me no
benefit whatsoever. Then, something had to be differ-
entwith God's names. Recently, one early morning, |
prayed to my Lord about disclosing the mystery of
chanting His names and its effect on us.

As usual, my Lord guided me as | had sincerely
prayed for an answer. A hint came about the source
of the mind: who created it? It was easy—God has. Then,
it clicked; He must know how to calm the mind, being
its creator. Chanting God's names does that. Not only
calms the mind, but it also gives all kinds of benefits.

Chanting God’s names has that power over the mind
and the rest of the body.

I'was thrilled beyond belief. Surely, | began to search
for supporting evidence. I remembered verse # 10.25,
in which Lord Krishna has specifically mentioned that
He is chanting among the yajnas and the single sylla-
ble “Aum” in speech. The word "yajna,” translated into
English, means “sacrifice.”

The word ‘sacrifice’ is explained as giving up the fruits
ofone’s 'karmas’ (acts) to benefit others.
Lord Krishna has glorified this as the

meditation, which is superior to knowl-
edge. (12.12)Now returning to the ben-
efits of chanting God's names and, yes,
Aum, it connects with God. In the case of a person, that
person has to be within hearing distance or willing to
respond.

In the case of God, He, being omnipresent, God will
definitely hear and in case of chanting His names, will
be much pleased. In the famous case of Hanumanji
chanting Rama, Rama, Rama..., Lord Ramachandra
asked Hanumanji about the reason for chanting His
name. Hanumaniji replied that it made Him blissful.
Lord Ramachandra was much pleased.

In another famous instance, Draupadi was in grave
danger of being dishonoured, getting disrobed in the
royal court. She chanted, "Krishna, Krishna, Krishna...

R
high_est_yaina: _i: i; bene!‘ than even abe ]lon“r

in utter desperation. We know what the Lord did
for her.How does chanting God's names or Aum
work? How does a sanitiser work on an infected
surface? Chanting has a similar effect on the mind;
it calms it down, removes other thoughts, especially
negative ones. Chanting is surrender to the Divine,
and God is bound to take notice. God is much pleased
as one is doing what He has instructed us to do,
which is chanting, being the highest yajna. Chanting
is a spiritual activity and must be done
sincerely and regularly to experience
its benefits.

Believe me, | have found chanting as the
best way to get sleep, whether at night
or during the day, as just one benefit
among many. Why don’t you try to wash your mind
clean like soap washes a cloth? Just keep washing and
feel the difference.After chanting God’s names for
nearly four decades, | realised its calming power arises
because the mind itself is God's creation.

Chanting connects us with the Divine, quiets rest-
less thoughts, and nurtures inner peace. Practiced sin-
cerely and regularly, it purifies the mind—much like
cleansing—bringing spiritual strength, clarity, and deep,
lasting tranquillity.

( The writer is a spiritual teacher )

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Merkel’s tribute to Manmohan Singh

During a visit to New Delhi, former German Chancellor
Angela Merkel once paid a thoughtful tribute to former
Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, remarking that
he gave her the courage to ask questions. Her comment
reflected the intellectual depth, humility and openness
that defined Dr Singh's leadership. His scholarly tem-
perament created an environment where meaningful
dialogue could flourish, encouraging discussions
guided by logic and substance rather than political the-
atrics. Dr Singh's reform-oriented and pro-globalisation
policies significantly strengthened ties between India
and Germany. Through economic lil isation, encour-

Samson'’s knock that redefined his career

Apropos “Sanju needed a break after NZ series: Gambhir”
(The Pioneer, March 3), India may have finally discovered
a true match-winner in Sanju Samson. His scintillating
unbeaten 97 off just 50 balls at Eden Gardens was not
merely a fine innings but perhaps a turning point in his
international career. Without that knock, Samson might
well have drifted into obscurity after the World
Cup.Interestingly, Samson’s quiet and unassuming per-
sonality contrasts with the enigma that his cricketing
journey has often been. His talent was never in doubt, but
chronicinconsistency frequently held him back. While he

isplayed flashes of brilliance early on, they seldom trans-

agement of foreign investment and support for tech-
nology partnerships, he helped lay a durable founda-
tion for bilateral cooperation.

The impact of those policies is visible today. Germany
has emerged as one of India’s most important trading
partners in Europe. Collaboration in areas such as renew-
able energy, climate technology and green hydrogen has
expanded steadily. German companies including Siemens
and Volkswagen have deepened their presence in the
Indian market. Merkel's remarks serve as a reminder that
the seeds of partnership sown through vision and
patience in the past are today yielding meaningful results.

VRS NARULA | PATIALA

lated into sustained performances. His intermittent
presence in the team cannot be blamed entirely on cir-
cumstances; consistency is the only way a player can claim
a permanent place.

However, Sunday’s innings suggested a more mature
and composed Samson. Playing with remarkable calm and
clarity, he anchored India’s charge into the semifinals. At
his best, the 31-year-old makes batting look effortless. There
was hardly any sign of nerves, and his confident body lan-
guage spoke volumes. As coach Gautam Gambhir rightly
observed, the Eden Gardens knock could well prove to
be a “career-defining” moment for Samson.

GANPATHI BHAT | AKOLA

India’s quiet culture of everyday giving

Asurvey by the Centre for Social Impactand Philanthropy
at Ashoka University reveals the remarkable generosity
embedded in Indian society, Nearly seven in ten Indians
donate to charity in some form, demonstrating that phil-
anthropy in the country is not limited to wealthy bene-
factors but is sustained by ordinary citizens. The report
estimates that India’s total household charitable giving
stands ataround "540 billion annually, covering cash dona-
tions, in-kind contributions and volunteering. Among the
68 per cent of respondents who reported giving, the largest
share (48 per cent) donate in kind—such as food, cloth-
ing or household goods—followed by cash donations (44
per cent) and volunteering (30 per cent). Everyday giving
has also grown steadily, rising from 34,000 crore in 2019
t0 "37,000 crore in 2023.The patterns of giving are distinc-
tive. Nearly 46 per cent of individual donations flow to
religious organisations, while 42 per cent go directly to
beggars or the destitute. Only about 15 per cent reaches
non-religious non-profit organisations. A striking feature
is the largely informal nature of giving:
just 10 per cent of donations passed through formal
channels in 2019. This contrasts sharply with the West,
where philanthropy is highly institutionalised. India's
philanthropy, by comparison, is personal.
VASH PAL RALHAN | JALANDHAR
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Open letter to Justice Ujjal Bhuyan

Constitutional morality, if it is to retain credibility, must be applied uniformly — unaffected by the identity of either the victim or the perpetrator,
and courageous enough to confront uncomfortable truths across communities and institutions alike

FIRST
olumn

space, barely scratches the surface of this
complex issue.

Interfaith marriages in India are neither
novel nor unlawful. Religion should
never impede consenting adults acting in
good faith. Yet when religious identity is
intentionally concealed as partofa struc-
tured strategy to convert through decep-
tion, the matter transcends personal
autonomy and becomes a matter of soci-
etal concern.

Expressions of solidarity against injus-
tice must not be contingent upon the iden-
tity of either victim or perpetrator. Unless
every instance of discrimination, irre-
spective of community, is subjected to con-
sistent scrutiny, the perception of selectiv-
ity will persist, corroding public confidence
in the neutrality of moral discourse.

Your Lordship, when talking of “societal
faultlines”, can one ignore the dispensa-
tion of our law courts? A 2007 survey by
‘Transparency International’ found that
“77per cent of Indian respondents” per-
ceived the “judicial system" to be “corrupt”
at the time.

During contempt proceedings in August
2020 before the Supreme Court, the
then Attorney General K. K. Venugopal
submitted that nine former Supreme
Court judges had publicly spoken about

Respected Justice Bhuyan,

On 21 February last, addressing a seminar in
Hyderabad, your Lordship reflected on what
you described as India's enduring “deep soci-
etal faultlines™-that persist even after seventy-
five years of constitutional democracy.

In illustrating this proposition, your honour
cited two separate and seemingly “random”
instances: first, that of a PhD scholar in Delhi
allegedly denied accommodation after her
Muslim identity became known; and second,
an incident from Odisha in which school-
children were reportedly prevented by their
parents from partaking of a mid-day meal
prepared by a Dalit woman.

Let me state at the outset, without reser-
vation, that discrimination based on religion
or caste is morally indefensible and consti-
tutionally impermissible. Yet, the question
that inevitably arises is whether the articu-
lation of “deep societal fault-lines” can

accused? If the perpetrator is presumed
to belong to the so-called “upper-caste
Hindu" category, the outrage is immedi-

by 33 women from different parts of
the country, survivors of forced religious
conversion, including cases allegedly

person... At the judge’s request, we agreed
to the marriage.”"
In October 2023, a Special Court of the

remain selective? EXPRESSIONS ate and national; yet when the accused facilitated through deceptive interfaith Central Bureau of Investigation in Ranchi corruption in the higher judiciary-seven
It is in this context that | was struck by a OF SOLIDARITY emerges from a minority community, relationships. delivered its verdict: Ragibul Hasan was of them immediately after retirement-
contemporaneous development that AGAINST there is silence. several of these unfortunate women sentenced to life imprisonment; his before the Bench declined to hear him
received comparatively muted attention INJUSTICE MUST Surely, constitutional morality-of which  recounted experiences of physical abuse, mother, Kaushar Rani, was awarded ten  further on the issue.
within the very circuits that routinely and jus- Your Lordship spoke so eloquently- coercion,and forced consumption ofbeef years' rigorous imprisonment; and More recently, Union Law Minister Arjun
tifiably raise concerns over caste-based NOT BE demands a rejection of precisely such following marriage, an act Mushtaq Ahmed, then Ram Meghwalinformed Parliamenton 13
oppression. Around the same time that CONTINGENT selective indignation. that, for many Hindu = i of the Jharkhand ~ February 2026 that the Office of the Chief
your remarks were widely reported, an UPON THE You also observed in your address, as women, carries deep civil- ahe io““v High Court, was sentenced Justice of India had received 8,630 com-
incident of violence involving Dalit victims IDENTITY OF media reports, that constitutional moral-  isational and religious sig- to 15 years in prison. plaints against sitting judges over the past
surfaced in Bulandshahr, Uttar Pradesh. ity requires democratic institutions to nificance. The issue is not merely decade, which are processed internally
The complainant, Akash Kumar, alleged EITHER VICTIM exercise restraint and adhere to founda- Among those who narrat- thatanindividual concealed through the judiciary’s in-house mecha-
that a social gathering, which featured D| OR tional values rather than bulldoze through  ed her ordeal was Tara Shahdeo, a nation-  his identity in order to perpetrate a crim- nism. The revelation came in response to
music and dance, had paused for local PERPETRATOR on the strength of numbers, authorityand  al-level shooter from Ranchi. Her case dates  inal act- for individuals of criminal dispo- ~ a written question posed by DMK MP V.S.

Matheswaran.

Your Lordship, corruption is a ravenous
termite, steadily eating away at and hol-
lowing out our system from within. To
combat this menace, the system mustiden-
tify corrupt politicians, expose venal offi-
cials, discipline unscrupulous business-

sition exist across communities. The
deeper concern arises when such decep-
tion appears to be facilitated or nor-
malised within broader local networks,
including clerical intermediaries and, in
certain allegations, family complicity.
Most of such crimes aren't committed by

Muslim residents to perform prayers. After
prayers, the music resumed, but around 15
to 20 men allegedly barged in with sticks,
assaulting attendees, including women. He
added that the assailants used casteist slurs
and vandalised the property.

An FIR was registered under relevant

power. This is, without doubt, a salutary
reminder.

However, it would be equally apposite
to acknowledge that constitutional moral-
ity also demands intellectual honesty in
confronting patterns of coercion, decep-
tion, or exploitation-irrespective of the ide-

back to July 2014, when she married
‘Ranjeet Singh Kohli," whom she later dis-
covered to be ‘Raqibul Hasan.' According
to her testimony, within days she was sub-
jected to physical and emotional abuse,
alongside sustained pressure to convert.

She has publicly recounted her ordeal

The writer is an eminent
columnist, former Chairman
of the Indian Institute of

provisions of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita and u,",lfg g,fg"g,'gm‘;",';, ological discomfort such acknowledge- in stark and unambiguous terms: “I have lone wolves but, in most cases, by organ- men, and punish them suitably.
the SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act Tryst with Ayodhya: ment may generate. spent 40 days in hell, and all I could think  ised social and familial networks. What's But can we achieve all this without a fair,
against individuals, including village head Decolonisation of India’ and The recent controversy surrounding ofis how to escape. They also took me to  the doctrinal glue that binds such ateam  honest, and efficient judiciary? Judges, by

Moyeen Khan, Matlub Ali, Mohd Adil, Akram
Khan, among others.

‘Narrative ka Mayajaal’. the film ‘The Kerala Story 2: Goes Beyond'

has brought into public discourse the

the magistrate’s house, and | was told that
I'had to eat beef,"

for this sort of evil activity? Shouldn’t civil
society reflect on this?

virtue of their office, speak not only
through their judgments but also through

The silence that followed in certain sec- @ dailypioneer vexed question of coercive religious con- Tara further stated that her marriage There have been numerous cases the normative reflections they occasion-
tions of civil society raises uncomfortable but 9 @hatbirpun] version through romantic entanglement, had been arranged following described as love jihad’. Thissocialmenace ally offer in public fora. Selective outrage
necessary questions. Why is it that caste ™ popularly termed ‘love jihad'. recommendations from influential quar- has assumed the characteristics of and amnesia don't serve any purpose.

atrocities acquire differential moralurgency @) dailypioneer

depending upon the religious identity ofthe

At a press conference in New Delhi on
23 February, the filmmakers were joined

ters. In her words: “In my case, a judge
brought the marriage proposal for that

an organised criminal enterprise. A
newspaper article, constrained by limited

With respectful regards,
— Balbir Punj

How Assam'’s sisters are rewriting
the State’s economic script

Post-covid Assam has been one of the fastest-
growing states in India, with a nominal rate of
growth of 13 per cent in 2024-25 and average per
capita income growth of more than 10 per cent
over the past 3 years. While the pursuit of sus-
tained growth is often seen to be driven by indus-
trial corridors and infrastructure, the most
potent lever for growth in modern Assam is not
made of steel or concrete, but of “Nari Shakti."

Data from the most recent Annual Periodic
Labour Force Survey (PLFS) reveal a dramatic
acceleration in women's economic engage-
ment. By 2023-24, Assam's overall Female LFPR
surged to 50.2per cent, a figure that stands in
stark contrast to the national average of 41.7per
cent. This momentum is most visible in rural
areas where participation jumped from a
modest 29per cent in 2021-22 to a staggering
52.8per cent by 2023-24. (Assam Economic
Survey, 2025-26)

As the state aims to become a
USD 143 billion economy by 2030,
the transition of women from
passive beneficiaries of welfare to
active economic agents has seen to be moving
from the periphery to the very heart of the state’s
economic strategy. With a female labour force
participation rate (FLFPR) that now significant-
ly outstrips the national average, Assam is
charting a unique course of empowerment that
balances quantitative surges with the need for
deep, qualitative structural shifts.

The rise in FLFPR is not merely a product of busi-
ness-as-usual trends but the outcome of delib-
erate and targeted policy interventions. The flag-
ship Mukhyamantri Mahila Udyamita Abhiyaan
(MMUA), popularly known as the “Lakhpati
Baideu" mission, represents one of the most
ambitious attempts to formalise rural entrepre-
neurship in India’s history. Targeting 40 lakh
women associated with Self-Help Groups (SHGs),
the mission aims to ensure an annual income
of at least Rs 1 lakh for every member.

As of early 2026, 8.8 lakh women have already
achieved this “Lakhpati” status. Success stories
from districts like Nalbari and Sivasagar show-
case the potential of this model: women like
Bijumoni Devi are earning ?1.80 lakh annually
through pickle-making, while others like Anita

Dioneer
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Thakuriya have reached incomes of 22.23 lakh
through animal husbandry. The program follows
a structured approach, starting with Rs 10,000
seed capital and progressing to ¥50,000 based
on performance, shifting the narrative from one-
time grants to sustained business growth. Also,
empowerment in Assam is increasingly being
defined by the removal of operational barriers
to human capital. The “Nijut Moina" scheme 2.0
aims to provide monthly stipends to over 10 lakh
girl students, bridging down the gap of the finan-
cial agent, which directly impacts educational
continuity. (The Hindu, 2026)

No reason for complacency

Although recent data point to arise in FLFPR, this
is not always an unambiguously
positive development. In many
cases, an increase in female labour
force participation is interpreted as
asign of household distress, where
stagnating or inadequate male wages compel
women to enter the workforce to supplement
family income. Moreover, a look beyond the
headline numbers shows participation spike is
almost entirely driven by a massive shift into self-
employment. In rural Assam, the share of
women engaged in self-sustained ventures sky-
rocketed from 18.5 per cent to 77.3 per cent over
a seven-year period from 2017-18 to 2023-24. A
distress sign also comes from the data that
salaried positions in rural women fell from 58.8
percent to just15.2 per cent (IWWAGE, 2025). To
ensure that this is not merely “distress entrepre-
neurship” driven by compulsion, the state must
focus on scaling these micro-activities into
viable, high-growth rural enterprises. Even ifthe
current rise in LFPR is partly distress-led, policy
should aim to create conditions that enable
women to remain in the labour force, sustain
gainful employment, and contribute meaning-
fully to the economy, while simultaneously
strengthening their economic agency.

Way forward
There are clear pathways to make this happen.

FEMALE WORKER POPULATION RATIO

ASSAM
m2021-22

INDIA

W 2022-23 202324

Middle East:
return to the

SIDHARTH

. MISHRA

The recent US and Israeli airstrikes in Iran, which
resulted in the death of Iran's Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, have dramatically esca-
lated tensions in the Middle East. Iran’s retalia-
tion through attacks on Israeli targets and
several American military bases across the
region has further intensified the crisis.
American President Donald Trump and Israeli

Women's Capability Index (WCl) indicates that
31per cent of women in Assam still experience
multidimensional deprivation in health, dignity,
and autonomy.

Acritical barrier is the prevalence of anaemia,
which affects 65.9 per cent of women aged 15-
49, making Assam one of the most impacted
states in the country. This health crisis is a serious
concern, as calculations suggest that anaemia
among females in India is estimated to cost
nearly 1.2 per cent of the country's GDP.
(Government of Assam, Women's Conditions in
Assam, 2025)

Furthermore, safety remains a primary concem
for workforce entry. Approximately 12per cent
of women feel unsafe while using public trans-
port, with the fear being significantly more acute
in rural enclaves (14 per cent) compared to urban
centres (7 per cent). (DES Assam, 2025) In such a
scenario, true empowerment, therefore, requires
a “Credit-Plus” approach, which pairs financial
capital with improved health outcomes, safer
transit corridors, and also dismantling of the gen-
dered care burden that keeps millions of women
at home.

While Assam’s GSDP has expanded by 45per
cent over the last five years, far outpacing the
national average of 29per cent, the state's
vision ofa USD 143 billion economy rests also on
the continued mobilisation of the women
empowerment schemes put forth.

By focusing and leveraging the state's tradi-
tional family value systems and also aggressive-
ly tackling modern infrastructural and health
deficits, Assam is proving that gender-responsive
policy is one of the most effective forms of eco-
nomic stimulus. The transformation is already
visible; the challenge now is to ensure it
becomes universal.

Authors are Research @ pahleindiafoundation
Assistant and Research
Associate respectively, @9 @Pahielndia
associated with Pahle India . :
Favadition @ ratieindiafoundation

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu have defend-
ed the military operations by accusing Iran of
long-standing anti-American and anti-Israeli
activities. They allege that Tehran has consistent-
ly supported militant groups and has been secret-
ly developing nuclear weapons capabilities
that could eventually be used against Israel and
the United States.

On this basis, Washington has described the
strikes as acts of anticipatory and pre-emptive
self-defence. Trump has also accused the Iranian
leadership of turning against its own people. He
has argued that the Khamenei regime sup-
pressed freedoms and violently crushed protests
during successive uprisings in recent months,
leading to the deaths of thousands of Iranians.
For some observers, the strikes may be viewed
as a form of justice against an
authoritarian regime accused of
destabilising the region.

A dangerous
‘just war’ era

regional arrangements. Countries increasingly
rely on strategic alliances and friendly nations
to resolve disputes rather than turning to uni-
versal institutions such as the United Nations.

From an ethical perspective, unilateral military
operations targeting political leaders raise
serious concerns. Such actions undermine the
principle of state sovereignty and risk normal-
ising extrajudicial killings and unilateral punish-
ment by powerful states. While regimes such as
those in Iran and Venezuela have faced accusa-
tions of human rights violations, bypassing
international legal procedures undermines due
process and global norms. Civilian casualties
resulting from such strikes further intensify moral
and humanitarian concerns. Critics also argue
that these actions reveal a pattern of double stan-
dards in international affairs.

This has led to accusations of hypocrisy and
of America positioning itself as a self-appointed
arbiter in global affairs. The current situation also
evokes memories of the pre-World War 1 era,
when war was widely accepted as a legitimate
method of resolving disputes between nations.

During that period, states frequently resorted
to unilateral military action, reprisals and coun-
termeasures without a clear legal prohibition on
the use of force.

It was only after the devastation of the
second World War that the United Nations
Charter established a clear legal framework
restricting the use of force. Article 2(4) of the UN
Charter prohibits nations from using force
against the territorial integrity or
political independence of other

]loueel‘ states, except in cases of self-
defence following an actual

The
However, such actions also seta mé
troubling precedent. Unilateral mil-

itary operations carried out without broad
international approval risk legitimising vigi-
lante justice in a world that still claims to operate
under an international legal order shaped by the
United Nations. In the aftermath of these strikes,
the international community appears increas-
ingly divided. Some countries have strongly con-
demned the attacks as violations of internation-
al law and national sovereignty, while others
have supported them as justified responses to
security threats.

The growing number of conflicts in recent
years has also exposed the limitations of the mul-
tilateral legal order established under the United
Nations. Despite its mandate to maintain inter-
national peace and security, the UN system has
often appeared ineffective in preventing wars or
mediating disputes between powerful nations.
This perceived helplessness has raised serious
doubts about the relevance and effectiveness of
existing international institutions and has
prompted calls for reform in their structure and
functioning.

Another emerging trend is the shift from mul-
tilateral diplomacy toward bilateral, trilateral and

E 1865 |
armed attack. The UN Security
Council was entrusted with the responsibility of
maintaining international peace and security.
However, the recurrence of wars and unilat-
eral military actions suggests that the world may
be drifting away from these foundational prin-
ciples. Conflicts in the Middle East, the Russia-
Ukraine war and other regional tensions have
already inflicted immense human suffering and
destruction. If such conflicts continue unchecked,
they could push the world toward a larger
humanitarian catastrophe. The international
community must therefore confront a critical
question: whether it will passively accept such
conflicts as inevitable or work collectively to
strengthen global institutions, reform existing
mechanisms and develop effective alternatives
for peaceful conflict resolution. Only through such
efforts can the world hope to avoid a return to
the destructive era of unrestraine.

The writer is Associate Professor @ daliopeet
Faculty of Law, University of € emeDsiypioneer
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The risks of Iran’s military escalation against Gulf states

ct us imagine the follow-

ing scenario: When US and

Israeli forces struck Iranian

tervitory on Saturday, the

Tranian forces limited their

response Lo targeting Isracli
and US naval vessels at sea — nothing
maore. What would have happened then?

In that case, the Gulf Cooperation
Council states, along with Jordan and [raq,
would have remained outside the circle of
military targeting. These countries would
have responded as they did during the
12-day war between Tehran and Tel Aviv in
June 2025, when they unequivocally and
without exception condemmed the “Israeli
agpression” against Irankan territory,
describing it as a viodation of sovereignty
and international law
Such a hypothetical scenario would

have worked in Iran's favor, strengthening
its political, bumanitarian, security and
negotiating position, and presenting Tehran

@B
From the very first
day, its missiles
and drones were
directed toward
all GCC states
without exception

to Arab and international public opinion
s a wronged state subjected to military
attack by external powers and turgeted by a
far-right government in Israel

Iran, however, squandered this reser
voir of political strength and sweeping
sympathy. From the very first day,
its missiles and drones were directed
toward all GCC states without excep
tion, including Oman, which had been
mediating negotiations

All Lartfani, secretary of the Supreme
National Security Council, wrote on X
addressing the Gulf states: *We do not
believe in, nor do we intend, to attack
you" He added: “However, when the bases
located in your countries are used against
us, and when the United States relies on
these forces to carry out operations in the
region, then we will target those bases” He

further stated “These bases are not part of
the land of those countries; rather, they are
American soil "

MASOAN AL-MUSTAFA

In these remarks, Larijani misses the
mark. Countries in the region, foremost
among them Saudi Arabia, have explicitly
declared that they will not allow their
territories, airspace or territorial waters to
be used as launch points for strikes against
Tran. Secondly, the Iranion attacks have not
been confined to what Tehran considers US
hases at Al Udeid, Al Dhafra and Juffair, but
have instead extended to civilian, economic,
diplomatic and tourist targets.

The escalation against Saudi Arabla
represents dangerous conduct that could
push the region into a spiral of violence,
which Riyadh neither secks nor desires and
is striving by all means o avoid,

For this reason, the Saudi Ministry of
Foreign Affairs issued a strongly worded
statement in which it reiterated its “full right
10 take all necessary measures W protect

its security, territorial integrity, citizens,
residents and vital interests, including the
option of responding to the aggression.”

To date, Saudi Arabia has not exervised
the option of "responding to the aggres
sion,” as it seeks to halt the war between
Israel and the US on one side and the
Iranians on the other, It is working to spare
the Gulf region the catastrophic repercus-
stons of continued confrontation or its

expansion, as diplomacy remains the only
viable and safe exit for all parties

Rivadh possesses considerable patience.
mded in strength, rationality, forward
looking caleulation and restraint from
emotional or impulsive reactions, However

il Tran continues targeting the Kingdom

and other Gulif states, if civilian casualties
ocour and if energy supplies, security and

the economy are affected, then other options
muy emerge, These are options Tran should
not compel its neighbors 1o adopt. They will
seek Lo preserve the fragile security that, if'it
were to collapse, would Jeave Tran itself as the
greatest loser, deepening its isolation, draining
its capabilitics and stalling its development

As US officials
struggled to build
acredible case for

the attacks on Iran,
the Israelis were
far more candid

A war of choice that is spinning out of control

ore than 72 hours
after the US and Isracl
launched what they de
scribed as a preemptive
strike against ran, the
world is waking up to
a grim reality: the Middle East has entered
a regional war that is rapidly spinning out
of control. President Donald Trump and
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu have
declared regime change as the campaign's
central ohjective — and achieving it has
become the sole measure of victory

Yet, for all the clarity of that stated goal,
the justifications for launching what is fast
becoming a globally disruptive regional war
remain strikingly thin.

As US officials struggled to build a credible
case for what has been widely dubbed a war
of choice, the Israclis were far more candid
Netanyahu acknowledged that he had been
waorking toward this war for decades.

That neither the US nor Israed had any

legzal basis for attacking Tran speaks volumes
about how Trump's unilateral approach

to foreign policy operates. On Moncday,
Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth declared
that the US would not fight a “politically
correct™ war and would not be bound by

international law or rules of engagement.
The opening strikes decapitated Iran's
political and military leadership, including
Supreme Leader Ali Khamened, Yet the
Islamic Revalutionary Guard Corps
survived and responded with a barrage of
missiles targeting Israel, US hases (o the

reglon and sites across several Gulf states

By striking civilian, economic ind commer-
cial targets in neighboring Gulf countries,
Iran forfeited whatever sympathy it might
have commanded as the aggrieved party.

In a single move, Tehran transformed
itsell from victim to aggressor — a strategic
blunder whose consequences will re
berate for vears,

A prolonged conflict that destabilizes Guif

OSAMA AL-SHARIF
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economics will not remain & Middle Eastern
problem for long; its reverberations will be
felt on Wall Street and across the invest
ment landscape that underpins American
economic confidence

By declaring the destruction of the
Islamic Republic as their objective, the US
and Israel have guarantecd that Tehran is
now fighting its own existential war. Iran's
targeting of Gulf states appears to be a delib-
erate strategy to cripple the global economy,
raise the stakes of the conflict and prolong
it long enough to generate a regional and
international backlash against Washington
and Tel Aviv, The IRGC's calculus is simple:
the only path to victory is to survive the
onslaught while driving up the cost of the
war for everyone else

The political fallout s aleeady being felt
Trump tving his presidency so tightly 1o
Netanyahu's ambitions risks becoming a
defining liability for Republican candidates
in the November midterm elections

Tt would serve Tromp well (o disentangle
himself from Netanyahu, whose ambitions
extend well bevond dismantling the ranian
regime. Israel, moreover, is already moving
o consolidate its control over much of
southern Lebanon in its drive to eliminate
Hezbollah — yet another
the region can ill afford.

There is litthe sympathy tor the Iranian
regime, But this bilateral attack opened
a Pandora's box and the spillover is already
being felt far beyond the region. This is
at its core, a war that no one traly winted
or supported — save Israel, the pro-Israel
lobby and a residual faction of hard-liners
in Washington

Trump still has room to pursue a setthe-
ment with a weakened Iran, one that could

political crisis

underpin Gulf and regional stability — even
over Netanyahu's objections. He must pause
and reckon seriously with what his war of
choice is unleashing — for America, for the
region and for the world
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Jordan’s foreign policy highlights its resilience

ew countrics embody the and population centers — precisely the
perils and complexities of sort of reckless conduct that undermines
Middle Eastern geopolitics as the fabrie of regional order and fuels
vividly as Jordan. Situated at broader instability,

the crossroads of competing In this context, Jordan’s foreign

powers, rival ideologies and

shifting spheres of influence, Jordan does
not obiserve the regional storm from a safe
distance — it lives at jts very heart.

Geography has made it a buffer, a conduit
and, on too many occasions, a front line
for crises not of its own making. In such an
environment, strategy cannot be driven by

policy — often described by critics as
cautious or “balancing” — reveals itsell
not as ambiguous but based on realism.
Balancing is not an ethical failing: itisa
survival strategy. Jordan knows its borders
are finite, its resources limited and its
population under pressure from decades
of conflict and displacement around it. Its

ahstraction or slogans, prionity is not to curry
it must be driven by “ favor with any single
sober calculation and an power but to ensure
unflinching commitment In today’s that its territory, its
1o national survival, interconnected world, people and its political
Recenl events have autonomy remain intact
brought thisintosharp  defense partnerships e fuce of forces far
relief. Iran has launched  and alliance structures  Larger than itself. Sover-
aseries of missile and are tools of deterrence  CiEnty does not mean
drone strikes that andsts isolation, it means the
targeted sovereign terri- ﬂlﬂ}' disciplined management
tories scross the region, of external relations
including Saudi Arabla, the UAE, Bahrai consi with national interests.
Kuwait, Qatar, Oman and Jordan itself —a 1t is worth challenging simplistic narra-

stark violation of national borders and
international law.

Jordan's condemnation of these strikes
is not merely rhetorical, When Iranian
projectiles cross into international
airspace or strike near civilian areas in
neighboring states, the notion of sover-
eignty becomes far more than an abstract
principle; it becomes a matter of life and
death. The targets were not just military
outposts but also civillan infrastructure

tives that mistake strategic engagement
for subservience or that assert any foreign
military presence inherently undermines
sovereignty, In today's nterconnected
world, defense partnerships and alliance
structures are tools of deterrence and
stability, not ly a loss of

HANI MAZAIMEH

The crucial question is not the presence
of external forces but the terms of engage-
ment, the limits of use and, above all,

the control retained by the host nation.

sl 8 o
e hased in Amiran
x:

For fll verzion, fog on 1o

Sovereignty in the modemn age is not the
absence of relations but the capacity to
manage them on one's own terms.
Jordan’s approach reflects this nuanced
understanding. Its security coopera-
tion with Western partners — including
forces present to bolster deterrence
or assist in border management — is
not an ideological alignment but a
pragmatic choice in a region rife with
nonstate actors, spillover conflicts and
transnational threats. This calibrated
engagement helps buffer pressures from

Those who do not understand
geography will never truly grasp politics,
Jordan's stance has never been shaped
by sweeping ideological commitments.
Instead, it has been shaped by the terrain
itocenpies and the threats that emerge
from it. When Iranian missiles cross
borders, they do not merely challenge
sovercignty, they challenge the funda-
mental promise upon which Middie
Eastern stability depends — that borders
are sacred and interstate conduct is bound
by international norms.

collapsing states and violent Jordan's policy, therefore,
extremism without ceding v must and will remain rooted
decision-making authority “ in realism. It is neither isola-
thz! wonld mfnpmmiw Jordan'’s stance nomsl nor blindly aligned.
e e pasbeenshaped e

Bt Tran's recent actions by the terrain sovereignty is not threat-
demonstrate a troubling itoccupiesand  ened by engagement,
disregard for precisely these the threats that it is protected by astute
dynamics, By targeting diplomacy and a clear-eyed
countries with which cmerEs fromit understanding of the forces
it maintains diplomatic that surround it.

relations — including those that have
engaged Tehran as interdocutors — it risks
alienating potential friends before it even
confronts adversaries.

Consider the broader implications:
Jordan and its neighbors have worked
for years to maintain a fragile regional
equilibrium, This includes economic
cooperation, shared security frameworks
and diplomatic efforts to mediate disputes
between larger powers, When mlsnlu
fly indiscrimi 1y, these pai K
strands of cnoperaﬂon unravel.

I this moment of heightened volatility,
the warld should recognize Jordan not
as 4 thmid actor but as i state that under-
stands the true nature of power in a
fnnurrd region. Its measured
its is on defi — hoth dipl
and operational — and its refusal tobe
dragged Into reckless conflict reflect not
weakness but resilience, In a neighbor-
hood where some actors still confuse
provocation with strategy, Jordan's tight-
rope walk is not a sign of indecision but of
disciplined statesmanship.

This Ramadan, we must fight for health

amadan was always my fa- become the global epicenter of emergen-
vorite time of year growing cies. Today, one m u-wn ptvple acruss our
upin Jeddah. I cherished region 1 .
the iftar meals prepared m:ounung!urhallofglohnlhummﬁumu
with care, the visits to needs, Fifteen World Health Organization-
Maltkah to see my grand- graded health emergencies are under way,

parents and pray at the holy mosques, and
the cager anticipation of children awaiting
the arrival of Eid. The holy month carried a

ecight at the highest level.
Conflict, displacement and disease now
feed one another in a relentless cycle. Our

sense of joy and closeness . region hosts 40 percent
— families united, laughter “ of the world's internally
echoing late into the night. displaced persons —

This year, I find myself Without anwrgent  placing immense pressure
thinking of families across wm ofnllppori , on fragile systems and
our region — in Gaza, increasing cross-border
Iran, Lebanon, Sudan, the suffering will health risks. At the same

Gulf Cooperation Council

time, 40 disease outbreaks

countries, Yemen, the list essential health actoss 13 countries — from
growing by the day —and services will close  <holeraand measles to
how they are experiencing dengue and mpox —
Ramadan, are spreading through

No festive gath No easy laugh ities already kened by

Instead: anxious parents glued 1o news
broadcasts. Cars packed with families
fleeing renewed hostilities. Sleepless
nights in basements, shelters or school
budldings, waiting in fear for what may
come next.

instability,

Attacks on healtheare are mounting. In
2025 alone, the Eastern Mediterrancan
region accounted for 40 percent of global
attacks on health facilities and 90 percent
of global deaths linked to such incidents.

DR HANAN BALKHY

Or bt Basbchy s the Wik

Nearly 80 million prople across the
region are food insecure, while famine
conditions have been confirmed in parts
of Gaza and Sudan.

With conflict comes the indignity of
lost access (o essenthal services: safe
childbirth, routine vaccination, dialysis,
insulin, mental health care, As violence
escalates and displacement grows, these

arms, we — as public health advocates
— must take up the fight for health. We
must defend disease surveillance, keep
clinics functioning and ensure uninter-
rupted treatment. We must protect the
most valnerable.

‘This conviction is deeply rooted in our
faith. The Holy Quran (Surah Al Ma'idah,
5:42) teaches: “Whoever saves one life, it

needs do not diminish — is as if he has saved all of
they multiply. “ﬁ mankind”

The WHOS emergency Public health is the
health teams are Every clinic kept daily expression of that
:;l:fﬂm up nmpllr; and open, every vaccine principle. Every dlnk:
mn:nmv.::lm aﬂm‘: delivered, ev 3 dthvrudc\wy :mu
by renewed hostilities,  patient treated affirms  geaced affims the equal
while continuing to serve the equal value of value of every human life.
those in the line of fire or every human life This Ramacan, that
recovering from recent is the work before us:
crises. But funding for our cnsuring sustained
emergency operations is at an all-time low. support for health services, protecting

Last year, only 55 percent of the needs
outlined in the WHO'S emergency appeals

health workers and facilities, securing
ﬂfc lcces for these delivering care, and

for the Eastern Mediterranean were ing in resilient ghto
met, This year, the shortfall stands at 70 withstand crises.
percent, Without an urgent injection of In & season devoded to compassion

will deepen —and

and shared responsibility, there can be

Lottars sant from within the Kingdem should
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This year, the holy month unfolds under fire. For millions, fasting is no longer a spiri- - ‘;_?g ,:,": by ; morc essential health services will close. no clearer expression of solidurity than
The Eastern Mediterranean rogion has tual discipline but an imposed reality. Macttormaran At a time when so many are taking up protecting life itself.
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COMMENT

Editorials

Whole-process people’s democracy
key to finalizing new five-year plan

hat nearly 3,000 deputies to the 14th
National People’s Congress will be tak-
ing part in the annual gathering of the
country’s top legislature, which begins
on Thursday, once again demonstrates the vitali-
ty of China’s whole-process people’s d

found domestic adjustments and a turbulent
global environment spanning decades. Likewise,
the 15th Five-Year Plan will unfold against fresh
headwinds. But as the spokesperson of the 14th
NPC Standing Committee pointed out at a news

on Wednesday, it has been through

High on their agenda will be the finalizing nf
the 15th Five-Year Plan (2026-30). China’s five-
vear plans stand out for the structured breadth
of input that precedes their adoption.

Between May 20 and June 20 last year, author-
ities d an online ion on the
plan that generated more than 3.11 million pub-
lic submissions. The drafting process was fur-
ther informed by 60 field research missions

overcoming one difficulty after another that Chi-
na has developed to be what it is today.

Indeed, whether the forthcoming plan’s pre-
scriptions will succeed in practice will depend on
implementation. But China’s track record suggests
that predictability itself can become a macroeco-
nomic asset. Investors value clarity about regulato-
1y trajectories, industrial priorities and
macroeoonomlc guardrails. China’s five-year plans

involving 1,020 national producing
50 sector-specific reports. Meanwhile, the NPC
Standing Committee reviewed 22 oversight
reports over the past year, adding another layer
of scrutiny.

From a governance perspective, a notable fea-
ture of this input is its institutionalized participa-
tion across multiple channels. Direct elections at
the county and township levels involve more than
1billion voters and produce over 2.6 million grass-
roots deputies. Sixty neighborhood legislative
contact points funnel local feedback directly into
national lawmaking. Structured political consul-
tanou through the Chinese People’s Political Con-

ional C ittee — the
mum‘.ry‘s top political advisory body — mean-
while organized 98 consultative activities in 2025
alone, including 13 biweekly forums and 18 expert
consultations on topics related to the plan.

‘Taken together, this forms a full-chain model —
linking agenda setting, drafting, deliberation,
implementation and oversight. The institutional
logicis strai yrward: in a vast and di un-

oral priorities, from advanced manu-
facturing and digital infrastructure to agricultural
modernization and expanded social services. By
articulating medium-term goals and rolling out
to-do lists, they help anchor expectations.

‘The contrast with policy volatility is
striking. In some major economies, fiscal stand-
offs, sudden tariff shifts or regulatory U-turns can
unsettle markets overnight. In a world marked by
geopolitical uncertainty, speculative policymak-
ing and self-serving partisan struggles in some
countries, China’s model that emphasizes conti-
nuity and iterative adjustment produces a much-
desired stability dividend.

That China is now a major trading partner for
about 150 countries and regions reflects the
coordination of domestic development with
international engagement — an approach that
integrates internal modernization with partici-
pation in global supply chains — a key require-
ment for the 15th Five-Year Plan.

The NPC session, therefore, is a focal pointina
broader governance ecosystem that blends

try, reducing information Ty andal.igning
policy with long-term di

electoral representation, cross-sector

requires formalized channels for pooling mllecuve
wisdom and expertise.

Ultimately, governance models are judged by
outcomes. When China launched its first five-
year plan in 1953, its GDP was estimated at
roughly $30 billion. Last year it stood at about
$20 trillion. Over more than seven decades, the
five-year planning mechanism has functioned as
a rolling road map for industrialization, urbani-
zation and technological upgrading through
pragmatic reforms and down-to-earth actions.
For many observers, it offers a key to under-
standing the logic of China’s economic transfor-
mation.

China’s progress has been achieved amid pro-

centralized strategic planning and
coordinated local implementation. It is condu-
cive to balancing short-term objectives with
long-term goals, managing structural adjust-
ments and narrowing regional disparities, while
sustaining productivity gains.

‘When a single social media post can rattle the
economy in some countries, the world’s second-
largest economy’s consistent emphasis on scien-
tific policymaking contributes stability and
certainty to the world.

By drawing on the wisdom of the whole nation,
China’s development path signals that moderni-
zation is a collective and inclusive national
endeavor requiring broad-based effort with the
people as the beneficiaries.

Nuclear and humanitarian concerns alarming

a.feguarding nuclear secun'ty and

ng global 1 itarian crises

have lnng been rhetorical talking points

championed by Washington and Tel Aviv

on the international stage. Yet these appeals have

largely amounted to empty political posturing,

designed chiefly to shift blame onto other parties.

Laying bare this hypocrisy are the catastrophic

of the joint US-Israeli attacks on

Iran that were launched on the weekend. The two

issues they have pressured the world to address

have been severely exacerbated by their actions.

Iran’s nuclear facilities have been targeted, and
civilian sites — includi il

As International Atomic Energy Agency Direct-
or General Rafael Grossi has emphasized, the
attack on the Natanz nuclear facility in Isfahan
Province on the weekend has severely compro-
mised nuclear safety and security. Further attacks
would likely be disastrous.

And if the Bushehr Nuclear Power Plant in
Bushehr Province is attacked by the US and Isra-
el, it could result in a core meltdown, similar to
the Chernoby! disaster, causing nuclear poll

Opinion Line

Artificial intelligence helps
seniors adapt to digital age

China’s breakneck digitalization
has had a sad subplot: the genera-
tional divide. Elderly patients waited
in line at hospital windows while
younger patients booked online
appointments from home. During
the COVID-19 pandemic, many
found themselves unable to access
public places, as health codes and QR
code scans — both of which required
smartphone registration — became
mandatory at every entrance.

Government initiatives to main-
tain cash payments and manual
counters offered some relief in the
rapidly established cashless society,
but the “digital divide” still seemed

ing far away in Beijing.

The pivot is no accident. AT assist-
ants possess features that the less
tech-savvy find more accessible.
Voice input eliminates the need to
type on tiny keyboards. Read-aloud
functions bypass poor eyesight or lit-
eracy challenges. Conversational
interfaces feel less like operating a
machine and more like asking a
patient friend for help. For seniors
whu found smartphones bewilder-

websites and apps had completed the
revamp.

But Al is achieving what regula-
tion and redesigned apps could not:
it is making technology genuinely
intuitive. Adoption among seniors is
accelerating through family net-
works, not government mandates —
word-of-mouth in WeChat groups is
proving more powerful than any
public service announcement.

Yet risks remain. A 2025 study by

tdlkmgluanAI i feels i Jiao Tong U found
natural. persistent “literacy gaps” between
Tlns marks a shift ions, with nearly third of

from the mobile internet era, which
often excluded the elderly. The learn-

users — young and old alike —
almost completely unaware that AT

an inevitable price of progress. ing curve was steep; the shame of can fabricate information with com-
However, something remarkableis  asking younger people — already plete confidence. My former profes-
ing. China's A impatient from busy work schedules  sor learned this the hard way when
is helping those previously sidelined — for help was steeper. AT's “infinite Doubao misspelled a famous local
in the internet age to finally catch up.  patience”, as one Beijing-based Al merchant’s name in his post, drawing
During the Spring Festival holiday  trainer described it, removes that embarrassing corrections from fol-
last month, millions of urban profes-  emotional fncuorL lowers. Access, the lesson suggests,
sionals returned to their h China’s poli d must be paired with digital literacy.
expecting to serve as tech support for  the problem early A 2023 law on Yet, a technology often feared for
baffled parents. Instead, they found building a barrier-free envxmnment, its potential to displace ]obs is prov-
mothers and fathers not only using the first of its kind in China, icitly ing adeptat i
Al chatbots like Doubao, but teach- mandates accessible information China’s elderly, once left on the plat-
ing their children new tricks. My access for the elderly, requiring gov- form watching the digital train

former professor in Xi'an, Shaanxi
province, now uses Al to polish his
bilingual social media posts, research
historical sites during travels, and
decode medication instructions. “Tt
never argues with you,” he told me
with a laugh — a small comfort, he
added, with his only daughter work-

ernment websites and public service
platforms to accommodate their
needs.

The Ministry of Industry and
Information Technology has pushed
thousands of apps to launch “senior
modes” with simplified interfaces
and larger text. By 2025, over 3,000

depart, are finally finding a seat. The
destination is a society where “digital
divide” becomes a historical term,
and where 310 million senior Chi-
nese citizens can navigate the future
with confidence — and a little help
from their Al friends.

— LI LEL, CHINA DAILY

across the Persian Gulf.
The humanitarian impact of the conflict has
rapld]v expanded beyond Iran’s borders, affecting

a girls’ v
school in Iran’s southern province of Hormozgan
— have been bombed. These developments
demand the close vigilance of the entire interna-
tional community, for they may well be only a prel-
ude to further tragedies across the region.

‘This dangerous trajectory underscores the perti-
nence of Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi's latest
appeal for an immediate ceasefire, delivered during
histelephone cc ion with his Israeli 1t
part on Tuesday. In his phone conversation with
Israeli Foreign Minister Gideon Sa’ar, Wang reiter-
ated China’s opposition to the US-Israeli military
strikes against Iran, saying force cannot truly solve
problems and, instead, it will only bring new prob-
lems and severe aftereffects.

His call for an immediate halt to military opera-
tions to prevent the conflict from further spread-
ing and spiraling out of control should be heeded
by all parties involved, especially given that the
‘world now stands on the brink of a nuclear crisis
and faces a growing humammna.n tra,gedy

Itisi ive thatall par hos-
tilities immediately and return to the negotiating
table because the stakes are too high and the conse-
quences too dire. On Tuesday, Russian Foreign Min-
ister Sergey Lavrov warned that the widening
conflict in the region raises the risk that nuclear
proliferation issues could spin out of control.

ing countries, with civilian casualties
reported across the region. In Lebanon, around
30,000 people have been displaced as Israeli air
strikes target Hezbollah strongholds, exacerbat-
ing an already dire refugee crisis. The Umted
Nati Office for the C ion of F
ian Affairs has highlighted the severe di
to humanitarian operations, as restricted airspace
and insecurity hinder the delivery of essential aid.
In addition, the conflict has devastated cultural
heritage, with the Golestan Palace in Tehran dam-

What They Say

Bid to better link scientific research and industry

Editor’s note:

Roiniedd soif:
and If

are one of the major goals that

China has set for itself. Namma.l Business Dazly spoke to Zhang Xiaogiang, former deputy head of the National Devel-
opment and Reform Commission, on how this can be achieved. Below are excerpts of the interview. The views don’t nec-

essarily represent those of China Daily.

aged during an air strike on Monday, highlighting
the threat to UNESCO World Heritage sites and
the urgent need for adherence to international
laws to protect these irreplaceable treasures.

China, alongside some other countries, has
called for an immediate cessation of hostilities
and a return to diplomatic negotiations, which
are in line with all parties’ interests.

The alternative — a prolonged conflict with
escalating humanitarian and nuclear risks — i:
untenable. The world cannot afford to descend
into a cycle of retaliation and destruction.

Thus, the urgent need for peace in the Middle
East cannot be overstated. The humanitarian
crisis and nuclear safety risks demand immedi-
ate action from all parties involved. The interna-
tional community must rally behind efforts to
de-escalate tensions and promote dialogue.

CHINA DAILY WORLDWIDE

Itis essentm! for China to ﬂacelemte greenand low—earbon transformation  each exceeding half of global produe-
the ization and i in suchas tion. Moreover, rising global econom-
of its research achievements and shift ~ steel, memllurgy, chemicalsand build-  ic uncertainty and the emergence of
the focus from pursuing sheer quanti-  ing materials. Expanding the use of green trade barriers, including high-
ty ts izing high-value inven- wind and solar power will be key to er tariffs imposed by some countries
tion patents and quality-driven gradually reducing the carbon intensi-  on Chinese electric vehicles, have
innovation. ty across industries. added external pressures on China’s

Compared with some developed Greater efforts should also be transition toward comprehensive
economies, China still faces con- directed toward cultivating emerging  green development.
straints in transforming research and future-oriented industries. Com- The rising energy demand from the
breakthroughs into market-ready pared with traditional sectors, these use of artificial intelligence, transpor-
technologies. Closer collaboration industries generd.ﬂv have lower ener- tation, construction and household
between research facilities and gy ion, higher ion must also be
industry is essential to ensure that intensity and stronger value-added As living standards improve and the
scientific ial. They are the new driversof ~ penetration of home appliances and
enhance productivity and sustain high-quality growth. As the world’s vehicles continues to rise, promoting
long-term competitiveness. top China for  green ion in everyday

‘The integrated development ofedu-  nearly 30 percent of global manufac- consumption patterns becomes
cation, science and andtal- turing by value added and increasingly important.

ent cultivation is also critical.
Traditionally, academic promotion has
relied heavily on metrics such as the
number of published papers, research
projects undertaken and teaching
hours completed. However, the extent
to which research output is trans-
formed and applied in real economic
activities should be incorporated into

Contactusat China Daily UK China Daily USA the i dgi
90CannonSt LondonEC4NGHA, UK 1500 Broadway, Sufte 2800, evaluation systems and given more
China Daily +44 (0) 207398 8270 New York.NY 10036 weight. Some provinces have already
15 Huixin Dongjle Chaoyang District, editor@chinadailyuk com +1212537 6888 piloted such reforms in research insti-
Beljing 100029 editor@chinadatlyusa.com isticnis; and bi dcstiahiwoild
News: +86 (0) 10 6491-8366 China Daily Asia Pacific ions, and broader adoption wo
editor@chinadaily.comen China Daily Hong Kong China Daily Africa help create more incentives for inno-
Ag:azu;e;]r:::ﬁ +86/(0)106491-8631 Unitlain Fing WelCoplin 7T Wen: - 20, x?gx Zzgzagxz-%%ngl xana:LlKeny'a vation-driven development.
adsi@cl y.comen Praya Road, ieen, Hong Kong +254(0)20 atrob
Subscription: +86-400-699-0203 +8522518511 editor@chinadallyatrica com At the same time, the priority should
en om com be to accelerate the developmem of
App. @ & energy while

has ranked first worldwide in manu-
facmnng sca.le for 16 consecutwe
years. { ing and

To improve the absorption and
utilization of green electricity, new

accelerating its green and low-carbon
transformation will therefore be cen-
tral to achieving the country’s overall
green transition goals.

But China’s green transition faces
structural constraints. Coal still
accounts for more than 50 percent of
China’s primary energy consump-
tion. Although its share in power
generation has been declining, coal
remains the cornerstone of electricity
supply. The country’s industrial
structure also relies heavily on heavy
industry, with the output of steel,
cement and electrolytic aluminum

are being promoted,

of generation, grid, load and storage
systems, as well as the construction
of zero-carbon and low-carbon
industrial parks and factories.

Alongside expanding generation
capacity, equal emphasis is being
placed on strengthening transmis-
sion and storage capabilities. The
development of smart grids and vir-
tual power plants is part of this com-
prehensive strategy. Through such
combined efforts, China aims to
build a more stable and resilient
‘modern energy system.
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OPINION

The Democrats’ Instant ‘No’

On Saturday,
Donald
Trump  be-
came a war-
time  presi-
dent. The
UNguLy  confliet in
REPUBLIC [ran - wil
By Barton likely domi-
Sivaim nate his at-
tention from

now until he
leaves office in 2029. Some of
his extracurricular fixations—
personal vendettas, online
foolery—could get less atten-
tion. Whatever the war’s out-
come, by authorizing a direct
attack on a dangerous regime,
Mr. Trump has given his re-
maining time in office to a
president’s highest duty—pro-
tecting America’s homeland,
military bases and allies from
menace.

Liberal commentators and
Democrats on the Hill re-
sponded to this momentous
turn of events in precisely the
way they would have re-
sponded if Mr. Trump had
done the opposite: with impu-
tations of incompetence and
foul motives. If the president
hadn’t called a massive fight-
ing force to the Persian Gulf
and launched an attack, his
despisers would have accused
him of wasting on—

The Iranian regime’s en-
during malignity, together
with its people’s demon-
strated desire to be free of it,
makes the administration’s
explanatory duties easier.
Anyway, as our experience in
Iraq reminds us, it’s possible

lating its enemies, even as
they don’t bother to hide a
mad hunger for long-range
missiles and nuclear technol-
ogy. For Mr. Kaine, I guess,
imminence would mean the
ayatollah’s finger poised
above a red button labeled

to overexplain and overplan. LAUNCH.

What’s more interesting is
the Democrats’ instantaneous
and intense hostility to the
operation.

Their stated reasons are
basically three. First, it’s “ille-
gal” and “unconstitutional.”
Second, the threat from Iran
wasn’t “imminent.” Virginia
Sen. Tim Kaine, writing for
the Journal on Sunday, com-
bined these two: “As a mem-
ber of the Senate Armed Ser-
vices and Foreign Relations
committees, . . . I can state
plainly that there was no im-
minent threat from Iran to
America sufficient to warrant
committing our sons and
daughters to another war in
the Middle East—especially
without the congressional de-
bate and vote that the Consti-
tution requires.”

Hooey. If the Constitution
requires congressional ap-
proval, there’s no “especially”
about it. The senator has seen
the long list of war-making

fill in the blank—and ignoring
the real threat in Tehran.

Democrats, with a few
brave exceptions, accuse the
administration of proffering a
variety of “rationales” for the
war, with the implication that
it acted in pursuit of some
hidden goal. They ignore the
possibility that an administra-
tion might have more than a
single reason for assaulting
an enemy.

taken by
of both parties in the absence
of congressional votes. As for
his denial that the threat was
“imminent,” 1 wonder what
the word could mean: Iran has
attempted to assassinate as-
sorted American dignitaries,
including the president. It
funds terror groups across the
Middle East and slaughtered
30,000 demonstrators a few
weeks ago. Its rulers express
Nazi-like ambitions of annihi-

The third stated reason for
opposition, this one invented
on the fly, has to do with Sec-
retary of State Marco Rubio’s
supposed admission that Is-
rael dragged the U.S. into war.

A savvier party would
have waited before
lashing out against
the attack on Iran.

In context, Mr. Rubio was ex-
plaining why the launch hap-
pened on Saturday, Feb. 28,
instead of some other day, not
why it happened at all. But
parts of the Democratic base
will thrill to the claim that Is-
rael made us do it.

Those are the stated rea-
sons for Democratic hostility.
The unstated reasons?

The Democrats’ reaction to
the attack on Iran arises
partly from the pusillani;

rize force in Iraq; six years
later, Barack Obama defeated
Mrs. Clinton and won the
presidency on the strength of
having opposed the war. Dem-
ocrats have internalized that
lesson.

The differences with the
Iraq war are several. The ob-
vious one is the absence of a
ground invasion in Iran, but
others deserve a mention.
Saddam Hussein had used
chemical weapons in the past,
and his need to represent
himself as a Middle East bad
boy prevented him from prov-
ing he didn’t have the weap-
ons anymore. In 2026, the
Khamenei regime hasn’t man-
aged to get a deliverable nu-
clear device, but for years it
has advertised its aim to get
and use one.

Which takes us back to Mr.
Obama. He premised his for-
eign-policy outlook on the
proposition that the George
W. Bush administration had
everything exactly wrong.
This led him to hold Gulf al-
lies and Israel at arm’s length
and to embrace Iran. In one of
history’s great displays of ed-
ucated gullibility, legions of
foreign-policy experts ac-
cepted the belief that Iran’s
rulers would learn the bene-

urge to avoid all friction with
the progressive left. That’s
the same urge that led the Bi-
den administration to modify
its Mideast policy in defer-
ence to the Muslim vote in
Michigan, which Kamala Har-
ris lost anyway.

Then there is the experi-
ence of Irag. In 2002, 81
House Democrats and 29 Sen-
ate Democrats, including Hil-
lary Clinton, voted to autho-

fits of civili; nuclear
power and join the commu-
nity of nations. That delusion
more than any other pre-
vented U.S. policymakers for
more than a decade from ac-
knowledging Iran’s constant,
active malevolence.

A savvier opposition than
today’s Democrats would have
practiced some circumspec-
tion in the early days of Epic
Fury. Now they’ll benefit only
if America fails.

Trump’s Iran Challenge Is at Home

By Karl Rove

resident Trump’s deci-

ion to unleash Opera-

ion Epic Fury against
the Iranian regime was a his-
toric act. The U.S. and Israel
decapitated the Iranian gov-
ernment in a hail of precision-
guided weapons, before oblit-
erating what little remained
of the country’s air defenses
after last year’s attack on its
nuclear facilities.

Now the U.S. and Israel are
decimating Iran’s military fa-
cilities. They’re destroying its
capacity to build missiles
and, reportedly, drones.
They’re savaging the Revolu-
tionary Guard’s bases and de-
pots. They’re providing the
beleaguered citizens of that
once-prosperous  country
hope that better days might
be ahead.

The effort has showcased
military and intelligence bril-
liance and gutsy leadership. It
began with the American pres-
ident and the Israeli prime
minister. It has continued with
leaders of half a dozen Middle
Eastern and eastern Mediter-
ranean countries.

Despite all this, the White
House must deal with two
stark realities: No one knows
how this will end, and the war
against the mullahs in Tehran
isn’t popular at home.

Only time will tell if lead-
ers in the White House, State
Department, National Secu-
rity Council, Central Intelli-
gence Agency and Defense
Department have devised

ways to bring about a new
Iranian leadership that re-
nounces terrorism against the
West. The military campaign’s
brilliance so far does suggest
that the good guys have a
plan to prevail.

But the lack of domestic
support needs attention.
Seven national polls con-
ducted between last Saturday
and Tuesday asked Americans

The operation is
brilliant, but the
explanation leaves
much to be desired.

if they approved of the mili-
tary action. The RealClearPol-
itics average of these surveys
found that 41.3% of those
polled approved while 48.7%
opposed going after Iran.

No rally-"round-the-flag ef-
fect there. Support for the
president and his policy
didn’t get a patriotic boost
when the shooting started.
Not even as U.S. planes, war-
ships and fighters successfully
pounded the leaders of a
country that has chanted
“Death to America” for some
47 years and backed that
threat by spending the coun-
try’s oil riches to support ter-
rorism across the globe.

There are, however, two
factors in recent polls that
should give Team Trump
some solace and, more impor-
tant, encouragement that they

must act now to address this
issue.

First, the results are often
affected by how the inquiry is
posed. A Feb. 27 CBS poll
asked if Americans would fa-
vor “U.S. military action
against Iran to stop them
from making nuclear weap-
ons.” The answer was 51% yes,
49% no.

That’s 10 points better than
the results of asking, “What is
your view of the U.S. decision
to take military action in
Iran?” as CNN did in its
March 1 poll. The response to
that broke 41% approve, 59%
disapprove.

If the administration and
others remind Americans of
Iranian efforts to develop nu-
clear weapons, support will
likely rise—as the second
positive polling point also
suggests.

The data suggest that pub-
lic opinion about the military
campaign against Iran isn't as
solid as it is on other White
House policies.

In the CNN poll, 16%
strongly approve of Mr.
Trump’s decision “to take mil-
itary action in Iran,” while
31% strongly disapprove.
More than half of respondents
only “somewhat” approve or
disapprove.

By comparison, the Feb. 27
CBS poll found 23% strongly
approve of Mr. Trump’s presi-
dency generally, while 47%
strongly disapprove. That left
30% whose opinion was only
“somewhat” approve or disap-
prove. If given the choice of

qualifying their level of sup-
port or opposition, people
tend to have more definitive
opinions on longstanding is-
sues that are top of mind than
they do on Iran.

This suggests the White
House must spend more time
explaining its actions in Iran
and why they’re important to
Americans’ interests. That
could cause some who hold
wish-washy opinions to move
into the president’s corner.

This can’t be just left to
the eight-minute Truth Social
video the president posted
early Saturday morning or to
a few brief calls by him to
journalists.

Congressional Republicans
did a credible job of support-
ing the president’s action on
the Sunday morning talk
shows. But the defense of the
administration’s actions in
Iran needs more comprehen-
sive, persistent, credible ex-
planations of the objectives
from the president and his
top people. These must be of-
fered in all possible venues
and channels if he’s to sway
public opinion. That’s impor-
tant. For what Abraham Lin-
coln said is still true: “Public
sentiment is everything. With
public sentiment, nothing can
fail; against it, nothing can
succeed.”

Mr. Rove was senior ad-
viser and deputy chief of staff
for President George W. Bush
and is author of “The Tri-
umph of William McKinley”
(Simon & Schuster, 2015).

An Urgent Need to Contain Turkey

By Bradley Martin

hile neutralizing the
regional threat posed
by Iran, the U.S. and

Israel must ensure that Tur-
key doesn’t take its place.

After the Iraq war, Iran ex-
ploited the power vacuum
left by Saddam Hussein. It
sent Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps terrorists to
train Shiite jihadist groups
across the border to embroil
the U.S. in a costly occupa-
tion while expanding Iran’s
regional influence.

“Iranian forces killed and
maimed hundreds of Ameri-
can service members in Iraq,”
President Trump said on Sat-
urday. “The regime’s proxies
have continued to launch
countless attacks against
American forces stationed in
the Middle East in recent
years, as well as U.S. naval
and commercial vessels and
international shipping lines.”

Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan criticized the

U.S. and Israeli attacks on
Iran as a “clear violation” of
international ~ law. M
Erdogan also said he was
“saddened” by the death of
Iran’s former supreme leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.

Mr. Erdogan, whose coun-
try is a key member of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation, spared no sympathy

If the Iranian regime
falls, beware Ankara’s
regional influence.

for the thousands of innocent
Iranians who lost their lives
during January’s protests,
The Turkish government re-
portedly agreed to coordinate
‘with Tehran on arresting peo-
ple who protested against the
Iranian regime in Turkey.
NewsNation’s reporting sug-
gests that some of those ar-
rested were later executed in
Iran.

Mr. Erdogan wants to lead
the Islamic world and be-
lieves himself to be the
guardian of Islam, a kind of
modern-day Ottoman sultan.
This explains why Turkey has
been a bad partner for NATO
when it comes to Iran. An-
kara in 2012 reportedly di-
vulged to Iran the identities
of up to 10 Iranian citizens
who were spying for Israel
and gathering information on
Iran’s nuclear-weapons pro-
gram. Danny Yatom, a former
chief of Israel’s Mossad, de-
scribed this incident as a ma-
jor blow against Western
agencies trying to gather in-
telligence on Iran’s nuclear
program.

The U.S.-led Delta Force
raid in 2015 on the compound
housing Islamic State’s chief
financial officer, Abu Sayyaf,
found undeniable links be-
tween the terrorist group and
Turkish officials. At the time,
1ISIS was earning millions of
dollars a month selling oil on
black markets.

Turkey has also used the
Syrian refugee crisis to ex-
tract concessions from the
European Union. Examples in-
clude the 2016 EU-Turkey
deal, under which the EU has
agreed to provide €6 billion
in aid to Turkey in exchange
for Ankara’s commitment to
stop irregular migration into
the bloc, and the 2020 border
crisis, in which Mr. Erdogan
announced that Turkey would
no longer prevent refugees
from entering Europe, an act
the Greek government labeled
“extortion diplomacy.”

Should NATO continue its
relationship with Turkey?
‘What should its role be in
the Middle East after the Ira-
nian regime falls? When con-
sidering these questions, the
U.S. shouldn’t forget that
Turkey opposes U.S. foreign
policy and is a headache for
its allies.

Mr. Martin is executive di-
rector of the Near East Center
for Strategic Studies.

BOOKSHELF | By Melik Kaylan

The Shadow
In Twilight

The Indian Caliphate

By Imran Mulla
Hurst, 280 pages, $34.99

the dynasty’s rule was abolished by the new Turkish

Republic led by Mustafa Kemal. Soon Kemal’s follow-
ers, known as Kemalists, put an end to the institution of
the caliph, thus depriving, to this day, the Sunni Muslim
world of its equivalent of a pope—a pope with political
and military powers.

Good riddance, some might say. A more secular Islamic
world is a preferable one. Or one could argue the opposite:
The presence of a unifying caliph might have, as it had
for centuries, moderated the expansion of marginal extre-
mist movements such as Wahhabism or, in our time,
Islamic State.

The cali didn’t di i however.
Before its complete demise, it was almost brought to the
Indian princely state of Hyderabad, where it could have
taken root. Instead, Hyderabad itself was abolished, in
1948, by the i ic of Indi d with it all

— dreams of perpetuating
the 1,300-year-old caliphal
tradition.

The captivating and
ornate story of the
caliphate’s final gasps
is recounted by Imran
Mulla, a British journalist
and commentator on Mid-
dle Eastern affairs, in his

debut book, “The Indian
Caliphate.”

Mr. Mulla begins by effi-
ciently threading out a
highly complicated history.
And so we learn about the
various mainstream caliph-

= ates over the centuries, the
% Umayyads and the Abbasids,

and ultimately the Ottoman sultan-caliphs based in Istan-
bul who took on the role of “God’s shadow on earth.” We
are introduced to Crown Prince Abdulmejid IT (1868-1944),
the son of Sultan Abdulaziz and one of his consorts. The

ists initially I d upon Ab jid the largely
symbolic title of caliph after they dispossessed his cousin
of ruling power in 1922. Abdulmejid thus became,
uniquely, the caliph of the Turkish Republic and the only
caliph not to be sultan—until he, too, was dispossessed
and exiled in 1924.

Abdulmejid is a poignantly tragic figure, The first
decades of his life were spent under palace arrest in
Istanbul, meant to keep him from vying for power—as
Ottoman princes did, bloodily, in centuries past. Abdul-
mejid loved European culture, quoted French and German
poetry, and played the cello, violin and piano. He made
accomplished “Orientalist”—often erotic—paintings, “imi-
tating art that reflected the wildest ideas European paint-
ers had about Islamic courts,” Mr. Mulla writes. “Ottoman
elites internalized and even embraced European ideas
about their own Empire. These elites aspired to become
Westernized, which they saw as civilized and modern.”
Well, yes, especially if you wanted to paint humans, which
Islamic law forbade.

As caliph, Abdulmejid was ordered to keep a low profile.
Instead he took to wearing colorful robes while making
grand processions to Friday prayers and giving interviews
to the foreign press. This irked the country’s new rulers.
After 15 months, he found himself exiled to Switzerland
(and then to France) with his family and entourage. Mean-
while, the All-India Muslim League had launched the Khila-
fat movement, at first to fund and preserve the caliphate,
and then to resurrect it in exile.

I n the early 1920s the Ottoman Empire collapsed and

The caliphate was abolished soon after the
birth of modern Turkey. Some tried to keep it
alive in the Indian princely state of Hyderabad.

As Mr. Mulla tells us, in the 1920s India was “in many
ways the epicenter of the Muslim world,” still under Brit-
ish rule, home to a large portion of Islam’s population
before partition. Indian Muslim leaders approached Abdul-
mejid to arrange a marriage between his daughter, Prin-
cess Durrushehvar, and the older son of Osman Ali Khan,
the seventh nizam (ruler) of Hyderabad. The union would
potentially create a new caliphal bloodline relocated in
India. Meanwhile, Abdulmejid and his family lived a glitzy
Riviera life, attending dances, we are told, with “four or
five kings and any number of princes, dukes and counts.”
Khan’s younger son fell for Durrushehvar’s fetching cousin,
and so the two couples wed in Nice in 1931 in an elaborate
wedding before taking ship for Hyderabad. The nizam’s
court, with its sumptuous palaces, its concubines, its ritu-
als and recitations of poetry and music, was the chief
inheritor of the archaic grandeur of the moguls.

Mr. Mulla subtly guides us to a sympathetic view of
these rarified figures, in their swank and privileged world,
caught out of time and defeated by vast historical forces.
In the background, the Indian independence movement
gathered pace, as did the rift between the country’s Hindu
and Muslim populations. The nizam juggled between his
obligations to the colonial raj and to India’s rising pro-
independence leaders Jawaharlal Nehru and Muhammad
Ali Jinnah. The British, while struggling desperately to
keep India from dividing along sectarian lines before and
during World War 1I, were set against the revival of the
caliphate. In December 1931, they colluded with the Turks
to prevent Abdulmejid from attending a global summit of
Muslim leaders in Jerusalem, where his foreign supporters
had planned to acclaim him caliph. To this day, the Turks
know or care little about Abdulmejid and Khilafatism, nor
is it taught in schools.

Mr. Mulla’s chronicle of the yearslong drama adds up to
an exceptional feat of investigative research. He sifts
through long-forgotten memoirs, archives and personal
papers. He tracks down aging civil servants and former
royals, often inviting us along on the quest. At one point,
he identifies a lost deed, by which Abdulmejid transferred
the caliphate to the nizam’s family.

Perhaps the book’s greatest feat is its depiction of the
historical moment when the modern overpowered the
ancient—a world, now lost, of floridly costumed courtiers,
fabled princes, exotic vices and perfumed palaces.

No doubt it was time. But it's not at all clear that the
present is any improvement.

Mr. Kaylan writes about culture and the arts for
the Journal.
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The Washington Iran War Pessimists

hen the Marines headed toward the

beach on the Tarawa atoll in 1943,

things didn’t go well. The tide was
lower than expected, so the
landing craft were hung up on
a reef. Marines became easy
targets for the Japanese de-
fenders, and hundreds died
that day, with more than 3,100
killed or wounded in the four-
day battle.

We shudder to think what the reaction would
be in Washington if the battle of Tarawa were
fought again today. The New York Times wrote
after Tarawa in 1943 that “we must steel our-
selves now to pay that price” going forward. To-
day it would be calling for Franklin Roosevelt’s
impeachment, as would a parade of outraged
right-wing podcasters.

This history seems apt given the remarkable
pessimism in the media and political class
about the U.S. bombing campaign against the
terrorist regime in Iran. Five days into the war,
yowd think from the coverage and commentary
that the U.S. is losing.

Financial markets are said to be in turmoil,
the war is “engulfing” the region and maybe the
world, the U.S. is running out of missiles, the
war is a gift to Russia, and there’s no plan for
how this ends—these are only a few of the dire
media themes.

It’s true that war is unpredictable and this
one could take bad turns. The six U.S. dead and
others wounded are heart-breaking. But judging
from the Beltway panic, you’d think America is
destined for defeat and deserves it. Rarely have
so many seemed so eager to predict American
humiliation.

Yet on the evidence so far, the war is going
better than expected. Iran’s political and military
leaders were killed in the first hour in a remark-
able display of intelligence collection and preci-
sion bombing. Iran’s missile stocks, its launchers
and production are gradually being destroyed.
Tts navy may soon be reduced to a few fast skiffs,
if they dare to leave shore.

Gen. Dan Caine, the Joint Chiefs of Staff
Chairman, said Wednesday that “Iran’s theater
ballistic missile shots fired are down 86% from
the first day of fighting, with a 23% decrease
just in the last 24 hours.” Their “one-way attack
drones” are down 73% from opening salvos.

Rarely have so many
seemed so eager to
predict American defeat.

The Pentagon says U.S. dominance of the air
is so complete that it no longer needs to use as
many “standoff” weapons that fire from a dis-
tance. Instead it can use more
precision-guided gravity
bombs that the U.S. has in far
greater numbers. Israel and
the U.S. are now turning these
weapons against the regime’s
means of domestic control—
the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps and the
paramilitary basij.

As for the markets, the surprise so far is how
relatively mild the disruption has been. The
prices of oil and gasoline are up, but Brent
crude is barely higher than it was amid Opera-
tion Midnight Hammer last June. A long-term
shutdown of oil and natural gas through the
Strait of Hormuz would do greater harm, but
President Trump says the U.S. Navy may escort
tankers. U.S. equity markets dove at first but
have since largely recovered.

All of this looks like progress toward achiev-
ing the war aims that President Trump laid out
on Saturday. The Iranian nuclear sites and mis-
sile and naval forces are being degraded to an
extent that it would take years to rebuild them,
and U.S. casualties have been light.

Yes, regime elements remain in control, and
1o one knows whether the Iranian people will
be able to rise up and overthrow them. Even if
they do, the outcome is impossible to predict.
A pro-Western regime might emerge, as could
rule by leaders who are part of the current re-
gime but swear off designs to build a bomb,
dominate their neighbors, or spread terrorism
around the world.

A worse outcome is also possible, such as a
long civil war that creates refugees that desta-
bilize some neighbors. Wars always lead to sur-
prises, and Mr. Trump took a risk in choosing
to bomb again. We wish he had prepared the
country better before the war.

But now that the war is underway, and our
troops are in harm’s way, our perhaps old-fash-
ioned view is that we ought to hope for Ameri-
can success, both military and strategic. The
world will be safer if there is a better regime
in Tehran that isn’t bent on the mission of
“death to America.” And maybe, before antici-
pating or cheering failure, we could wait and
see how it goes.

Gavin Newsom’s Climate Tax Hike

hy is Gov. Gavin Newsom trying to

increase California’s dependence on

foreign 0il? That will be the effect
of his administration’s plan to
raise the state’s cap-and-tax
program, which California re-
finers warn could drive them
out of business.

California’s cap-and-tax
policy requires refiners and
manufacturers to reduce their CO2 emissions
or buy indulgences from the state to offset
their emissions. The program’s hefty costs have
caused manufacturers to shift operations out
of the state and raised gasoline prices by an es-
timated 24 cents a gallon.

Now Mr. Newsom’s regulators on the Cali-
fornia Air Resources Board (CARB) are propos-
ing to slash the supply of allowances. This will
increase allowance prices and state revenue—
but also costs for businesses and consumers.
Chevron warned Tuesday that CARB’s plan
could add $1.21 a gallon to California gas

His regulators are
cutting allowances for
his tax-and-cap policy.

prices, which are currently $1.54 higher than
the national average.

A study by Capitol Matrix Consulting esti-
mates that CARB’s plan would
cost in-state refineries $5.5
billion to $9 billion over the
next decade and “eliminate a
significant portion, if not all,
of California refiners’ future
annual net earnings.” Several
refineries have closed in recent years because
of the state’s high cost of doing business.

As a result, California is having to import
much of its gasoline—and even more if regula-
tors finalize their plan. PBF Energy Inc., which
operates two refineries in California, warns the
cap-and-tax hike “will effectively drive in-state
refiners out of business while importers are
completely shielded from these costs.”

When he runs for President, we look for-
ward to hearing Mr. Newsom explain why he’s
outsourcing jobs and importing more foreign
gasoline.

Ominous Texas Signals for Republicans

f Republicans didn’t realize their midterm

election trouble before, they should after

Tuesday’s primary results in Texas. Demo-
crats are climbing over one
another to vote, and control of
the Senate is in play.

Texas has been a GOP ma-
jority state for a generation,
but on Tuesday as many Dem-
ocrats turned out to vote as
Republicans with some 94% counted. Hispanic
voters in particular swung hard for Democrats
compared with 2024.

This is emphatically consistent with the re-
sults in other elections in the last year. Presi-
dent Trump is inspiring Democrats to turn out,
as he might put it, like no one has ever seen be-
fore. Republicans hoped that redistricting
would give them five more House seats from
Texas, but a Democratic wave like Tuesday’s
could nullify that result.

Redistricting cost the GOP one of its better
incumbents, as former Navy SEAL Dan Cren-
shaw lost his Houston-area primary to state
Rep. Steve Toth, who is the Marjorie Taylor
Greene of the Texas House.

Tuesday’s marquee primaries were in the
U.S. Senate race, and the news was good for
Democrats there too, as they nominated state
Rep. James Talarico. The seminarian is a stal-
wart progressive but masks his policy views in
Obama-like moderate sounds. Democratic pri-
mary voters showed they want to win by reject-
ing firebrand Rep. Jasmine Crockett.

Republicans will have a Senate runoff in May
between incumbent John Cornyn and Texas At-
torney General Ken Paxton. Mr. Cornyn edged
the AG, 41.9% to 40.7%, but he also spent some
$50 million to do it. The runoff will be a test of
whether Texas Republicans want to retain con-
trol of the Senate.

Mr. Cornyn is a solid conservative who would
be the favorite over Mr. Talarico. But Mr. Paxton

As Democratic turnout
surges, the GOP Senate
majority is in jeopardy.

was impeached by Republicans in the Texas
House and has been dogged by charges of cor-
ruption. His specialty is culture-war trolling.
Mr. Paxton would be an under-
dog against Mr. Talarico. If Mr.
Trump wants a GOP Senate,
he’ll endorse Mr. Cornyn as
Majority Leader John Thune
has been urging.

The Texas Senate primary
matters because the 53-seat GOP majority is
vulnerable. Democrats are favored in North Car-
olina after Mr. Trump pushed incumbent Thom
Tillis out of the race. Susan Collins is the best
possible GOP candidate in Maine, but Mr.
Trump said recently she should never be
elected again after she voted for a war powers
resolution.

An open seat in Iowa is no sure thing as Mr.
Trump’s tariffs weigh on the farm economy.
Democrats have a good shot in Ohio with for-
mer Sen. Sherrod Brown as the Democratic
challenger to appointed Sen. Jon Husted. Dan
Sullivan, the highly effective GOP incumbent
in Alaska, has also drawn a well-known chal-
lenger in former Democratic Rep. Mary Pel-
tola. blicans have strong candid for
open seats in Michigan and New F hire,

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Iran, Trump and Negotiating Regime Change

Reuel Marc Gerecht and Ray Takeyh
are right to insist that Iran’s regime is
‘weaker than it appears and that doing
nothing isn’t a morally neutral choice
(“Iran’s Regime Is Down, but It Isn’t
Out,” op-ed, March 2). But the harder
truth, shown by history, is that regime
collapse doesn’t reliably produce re-
gime change. Collapse can empower
tyrannical forces, if those are already
organized and armed.

And so with Iran now. There is no
clean option available. On the one
hand, continued pressure harms in-
nocents. On the other, inaction em-
powers repression. It isn’t cynical to
acknowledge this moral tragedy.

And yet, while collapse in Iran
might remove authority, it will not
remove chaos. If pressure is to be
justified, it must not simply elimi-
nate the bad regime, but also pre-
serve the civic structures that might
survive it. Otherwise moral resolve
becomes a poor stand-in for wisdom
about what comes next.

WiLtiam P WEIBLE
Naples, Fla.

Messrs. Gerecht and Takeyh over-
look a key fact when they state that
the Iranian leaders “understand now

that they wouldn't be getting
bombed if they had the bomb.” Since
Israel has been getting bombed for
years by all of Iran’s proxies, Israel
has shown enormous restraint. Israel
has a large number of nuclear weap-
ons both land- and sea-based and
could have launched them at any
time. The difference lies in the will-
ingness to use those weapons.
Tromas E. NUGENT
Charleston, S.C.

Messrs. Gerecht and Takeyh touch
on what may be an important but
overlooked consideration when they
note President Trump’s “sincere mo-
tivations” and say that his “sense of
pride and authority—almost Roman
in intensity—works when played
against the Islamic Republic.” The
president has rarely been called no-
ble, but I suspect that the attempt on
his life in Butler, Pa., left him a
changed man. He is secure in know-
ing that what he is doing in Iran is
right. And consequently he is willing
to accept the risks inherent in his
decision, including the political and
personal ones.

STEVEN LAURIA
Naples, Fla.

Energy Affordability Runs Through the Grid

The editorial “Al and the Data
Center Backlash” (Feb. 27) gets it
right by drawing attention to the is-
sue of transmission costs and by
stating that “connecting new data
centers to the grid raises transmis-
sion costs.”

Transmission spending is pro-
jected to skyrocket with the Edison
Electric Institute, the trade associa-
tion that represents electric utili-
ties, forecasting transmission
spending to be $43.7 billion in
2026 and $45.5 billion in 2027,
That is only the initial capital cost.
When financing costs are added,
the costs to ratepayers’ quadruples
to more than $340 billion over the
life of these projects.

The issue does not need to be re-
solved by passing new laws but by
enforcing an existing one. FERC has

not enforced Order 1,000, which re-
quires utilities to compete with one
another when building new trans-
mission lines. Competition lowers
costs through a competitive bidding
process and by providing cost con-
tainment measures to prevent price
escalation during the construction
process.

Data-center demand will in-
crease prices, and they should pay
their fair share, but the more ef-
fective solution to Americans’ af-
fordability concerns is enforce-
ment of Order 1,000. If President
Trump wants to protect ratepay-
ers, his administration should en-
force this law.

PauL Cicio

Chairman, Electricity Transmission

Competition Coalition
Washington

We Will See Growth Through Al Disruption

Reaction to the Citrini Research
memo concerning artificial intelli-
gence captures a real anxiety, but
one built on a familiar analytical
error (“What’s in the Viral Post
That Spooked Markets” by Jack
Pitcher, Business & Finance, Feb.
25). The doomsday scenario tells
only half the story of creative de-
struction.

Economist Joseph Schumpeter’s
critical insight was that technolog-
ical revolutions simultaneously de-
stroy existing structures and cre-
ate new ones. The Citrini memo
imagines DoorDash losing market
share but never asks what new en-
terprise captures the value left be-
hind. It envisions software compa-
nies bleeding out but ignores the
entirely new categories of busi-
ness that emerge when building
software costs nearly nothing.

We have seen this before. In
2008 Blockbuster’s CEO told the

A Simple Way to Stop Fraud

In “Vance Tightens the Fraud
Spigot” (Potomac Watch, Feb. 27),
Kimberley Strassel lays out the as-
tonishing fact that “For some Med-
icaid populations, every dollar a
state pays brings $9 from federal
taxpayers. Spend more, get more.”

It is no surprise that fraud is
rampant. The solution seems simple:
Put the states on the budget of
block grants. In other words, give
the states a predetermined amount
of money annually, and let them fig-
ure out how it is spent. The states
would be motivated to determine
the legitimacy of the payments be-
fore the money disappears down the
fraud rathole.

Tom THOMAS
Nashville, Tenn.

Motley Fool that “neither RedBox
nor Netflix are even on the radar
screen in terms of competition.”
Less than two years later, Block-
buster filed for bankruptcy. Netflix
is now worth hundreds of billions
of dollars. It didn’t just replace
Blockbuster; it created an entirely
new entertainment economy.
Research on technological revo-

lutions since the Industrial Revo-
lution shows a consistent pattern:
The disruption is real but transi-
tional, and what follows is always
larger than what came before. The
Al transition will produce casual-
ties. It will also produce a larger,
more dynamic economy if we have
the imagination to see past half-
told stories about the end of the
world.

Brian R. MILLER

Hartsdale, N.Y.

Let Venezuelans Abroad Vote

As ever, in “Venezuela’s Bogus
Amnesty Law” (Americas, March 2)
Mary 0’Grady’s is spot on. The U.S.
government should insist that a free
election must allow all Venezuelans
to vote, especially the seven mil-
lion—roughly 20% of the popula-
tion—who have fled.

The U.S. has allowed its citizens
resident abroad to vote. It will
take time to set the program up,
and it must be done carefully and
under the watchful eyes of the
counties where these self-exiled
citizens live.

But the Trump administration
should start demanding such an elec-
tion now, just as soon as they de-
mand that the amnesty law become
real, not bogus.

Raymonp J. Kerry IIT
Flushing, Mich.
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if Mike Rogers and John Sununu can buck the
national tide.

Holding the Senate is crucial to the Trump
Presidency because the House is all but lost al-
ready as more than 30 GOP incumbents are re-
tiring or running for another office. A Demo-
cratic Senate means no Supreme Court
confirmations in Mr. Trump’s final two years,

1

and good luck replacing Cabinet S.

Conti i, Kyle Smith,
Louise Perry, Ben Sasse,
James B. Meigs, John J. Miller,
Meghan Cox Gurdon
and other contributors.
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Republicans point to Mr. Trump’s ability to
raise money, but cash can be overwhelmed by
voter enthusiasm. The GOP has to hope voters
feel better about the economy by the autumn,
or the Texas primary results will be a forecast,
not an omen.
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OPINION

If at First
You Don’t
Succeed, Die,
Die Again

By Kevin Cohen

he killing of Iran’s Supreme

Leader Ali Khamenei was a

shock, but the more revealing
strike came days later. When the Is-
raeli air force struck the building in
Qom associated with Iran’s Assembly
of Experts, reportedly while clerics
were gathered to choose Khamenei’s
successor, the target was the re-
gime’s succession mechanism itself.
Killing a leader is decapitation.
Striking the institution that replaces
him is strategy.

For decades, analysts described
Israel’s shadow war with Iran as a
campaign of delay: sabotage nuclear
facilities, intercept weapons ship-
ments, remove key people. What un-
folded this week suggests something
more ambitious. The target isn’t
simply leaders or weapons; it is the
regime’s repair continuity. Regimes
endure by ensuring that shock is
immediately followed by restora-
tion. What happens when succession
itself becomes dangerous?

Ali Khamenei wasn’t
indispensable, but Israel
is aiming to make it
impossible to replace him.

Consider the pattern emerging
across the Iranian axis. Last year, Is-
rael killed Hezbollah’s longtime
leader, Hassan Nasrallah. In most
terrorist organizations, such a blow
would be absorbed quickly. A deputy
steps forward; the chain of com-
mand stabilizes. But the deputies
kept dying. Successive figures at-
tempting to assume leadership were
targeted in turn. The hierarchy that
had once defined Hezbollah became
provisional. This week another Hez-
bollah leader was reportedly killed
in Lebanon. Whether by coincidence
or design, the pattern has been un-
mistakable: Promotion itself carries
risk.

Now the same logic reaches Teh-
ran, Khamenei is killed. The council
responsible for choosing his succes-
sor is struck while deliberating. The
system’s reset mechanism becomes
a vulnerability rather than a safe-
guard. This isn’t attrition warfare; it
is succession denial.

The logic is straightforward. Au-
thoritarian systems recover from
shocks by quickly re—establlshmg hi-
erarchy. If that be-

The Epstein “Transparency’ Travesty

By Michael Tracey

fter the arrest of Peter

Mandelson, images of him

from the so-called Epstein

files were splashed across

international media—in-
cluding one of him alongside a
woman whose face is obscured. The
implication is that Mr. Mandelson, a
former British ambassador to Wash-
ington, sexually abused the woman.
His arrest was for “misconduct in
public office”—allegedly leaking
confidential emails to Mr. Epstein—
not for sex crimes. And Mr. Mandel-
son is gay.

Such absurdities have been con-
stant since the release of the Epstein
files as the imperative to protect ac-
tual or potential victims collides
with the legal mandate for speedy
disclosure under the Epstein Files
Transparency Act.

At a Jan. 30 news conference an-
nouncing the latest production of re-
cords, Deputy Attorney General
Todd Blanche said the Justice De-
partment had “redacted every
woman depicted in any image or
video” except for former Epstein

; hislai M 1l

whether or not there was any claim
of victimization. Men’s faces, on the
other hand, were exposed.

“Thousands of documents and
media” were published and later re-
moved, according to Jay Clayton,
U.S. attorney for the Southern Dis-
trict of New York. He told a pair of
federal judges that when any person
claiming to be a victim requests re-
moval of a certain record, the de-
partment’s practice is to “accept
[these] representations on their
face.” An alleged victim’s self-identi-
fication as such, Mr. Clayton told the
judges, is all that is required for the
department to conceal records on
her behalf or remove records en-
tirely. No steps are taken to corrobo-
rate any allegations.

Epstein files with redactions.

The consequence has been a cha-
otic patchwork of often inexplicable
redactions, exacerbating suspicions
of a coverup. Purported victims who
are dead, or whose claims have been
proved false, are nonetheless re-
moved from the released files. So
too for alleged victims who have
chosen to reveal their identities and
engaged in public advocacy, ap-
peared in the media, signed “open
letters” and even published books.
Putative victims and their lawyers
have called for the concealment of
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the contemplated prosecution of
Sarah Kellen, a former low-level Ep-
stein employee, features page after
page completely redacted, making it
impossible to glean any insight into
the decision not to charge her.

Redactions, supposedly
to protect victims, are so
sweeping as to make a
farce of the exercise.

records already long ilable in
public court dockets, and the Justice
Department acceded. Even copies of
years-old news articles are marred
with superfluous redactions.

This undermines the purpose of
the exercise: giving the public a
complete account of the govern-
ment’s investigations of Jeffrey
Epstein.

Women the Justice Department
once regarded as potential Epstein
co-conspirators have now been
deemed victims, and are thus enti-
tled to have records perpetually con-
cealed at their request. One internal
Justice Department memo detailing

Meantime, the media have ig-
nored ulterior motives that could be
influencing the demands for sweep-
ing redactions.

Bradley Edwards, the lawyer rep-
resenting many of Epstein’s pur-
ported victims, wrote in a Nov. 25
letter to Judge Richard M. Berman
that “transparency CANNOT come at
the expense of the privacy, safety,
and protection of sexual abuse and
sex trafficking victims.” On Feb. 1, he
sent another panicked letter de-
manding that the entire archive be
taken down, claiming that even the

tightly circumscribed transparency
the Justice Department had so far
permitted was an intolerable danger
to his clients.

Seldom is it noted, however, that
as Mr. Edwards dispatched these
frantic appeals, he and his colleague
David Boies were simultaneously liti-
gating class-action suits against
Bank of America and Bank of New
York Mellon, which they accuse of
having abetted Epstein’s “sex traf-
ficking” network. Prior lawsuits
Messrs. Edwards and Boies brought
against JP Morgan and Deutsche
Bank yielded some $360 million in
settlements, of which around 30%
went to them for attorney fees.

Their financial incentive is clear,
especially if there are certain re-
cords that, if disclosed, would com-
plicate the “survivor” narrative
these lawyers have promoted. This
narrative has led much of the public
to believe mistakenly that the Ep-
stein controversy is some sort of
massive “pedophilia” scandal.

In their Bank of America action,
Messrs. Edwards and Boies concede
that their main “Jane Doe” client
was an adult during the 13 years
when she is alleged to have been
held in “sex trafficking” captivity by
Epstein, who allegedly convinced her
he was the “messiah.” As far as I can
ascertain based on publicly available
information, a significant majority of
purported Epstein victims were
adults at the time of their claimed
victimization, not vulnerable chil-
dren—an inconvenient detail that
the dissemination of unredacted re-
cords would likely illuminate.

The public is right to be frus-
trated by the excessive redactions in
the Epstein files. Out of misguided
deference to supposed victims, they
have been largely aiming their ire in
the wrong direction.

Mr. Tracey is a journalist in Jer-
sey City, N.J.

The New Israeli Rules of Engagement

By Amit Segal

Jerusalem
n the night of Oct. 6, 2023, the
Israeli defense establishment
realized something was stir-
ring in Gaza but failed to act. Para-
lyzed by the fear of a miscalculation,
these officials worried that if the Is-
rael Defense Forces moved, fighting
would result, and the coveted
“quiet” of recent years would be
shattered.

This was Israel’s state of mind be-
fore Oct. 7. The head of the Shin Bet,
Israel’s domestic security service,
compared it to a patient whose vital
slgns were in decline. Decades of
restraint and forbear-

comes dangerous, decision-makers
hesitate. Hesitation spreads uncer-
tainty through the entire structure.
A regime can survive sanctions. It
can survive airstrikes. It can even
survive the death of a supreme
leader. What it struggles to survive
is doubt about who holds authority
next.

That doubt ripples outward. Com-
manders delay orders until legiti-
macy is confirmed. Rival factions
position themselves cautiously. Se-
curity services turn inward, search-
ing for infiltration. Decision cycles
lengthen. Under pressure, elongated
decision cycles become fragility.
This strategy depends on intelli-
gence rather than brute force. In the
days after the leadership strike, ac-
counts surfaced mdlcatmg that Is-

had achi

ance had made Israel slow to stir
and vulnerable in appearance.

Two and a half years later, Israel
stands at the pinnacle of its power
in the Middle East. This transforma-
tion occurred only after it shed ev-
ery rule it had gradually adopted in
recent decades.

While the military’s official name
is Israel Defense Forces, its most his-
toric achievements involved pre-
emptive strikes, such as in the 1967
Six-Day War. In more recent decades,
Israel lost that offensive edge, and
the army was forced into cumber-
some urban warfare. The IDF leader-
ship avoided retaliating against mis-
siles fired from Iraq in the Gulf War
in 1991, offered token responses to
Hezbollah and Hamas in the 2000s,
and so on. The terrible price of this

raeli i d sus-
tained visibility into parts of
Tehran’s surveillance ecosystem, al-
lowing analysts to track Iranian
leaders’ movements.

The strike in Qom demonstrates
that the ritual of continuity itself is
vulnerable to intervention. Once re-
gimes understand that their most
guarded moment—the moment after
power breaks—can be observed and
interrupted, they govern more cau-
tiously, more suspiciously, more
slowly.

Wars used to be fought over ter-
ritory. Increasingly they are fought
over time—over who can see the
hinge moment and move inside it.

Mr. Cohen is CEO of RealEye, a
Tel Aviv-based security company.

posture was revealed on
Oct. 7.

These are the new rules of the
]

* The enemy exists in one of two
states: pursuer or pursued. For
years, Israel shied away from tar-
geted killings, granting terror lead-
ers and Iranian officials the time and
peace of mind to plot against the
Jewish state. The IDF's new mindset
is the exact opposite: If terrorists
are running for their lives, they can’t
make plans to take ours. There’s po-
etic justice in that Iran’s Supreme
Leader Ali Khamenei, the man be-
hind alleged assassination attempts
on Donald Trump and Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu in the summer of 2024, was
eliminated by them in the winter of
2026.
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* When enemies announce their
intention to destroy you, believe
them. It isn’t election rhetoric (they
don’t hold elections); it isn’t lip ser-
vice or empty words. “Death to
America” and “Death to Israel” are
mission statements.

 Ignoring small security problems
invites larger ones. Israel fled Gaza
to avoid improvised explosive de-
vices and shooting attacks, only to
be attacked by two commando divi-
sions with the world’s largest tunnel

‘Proportionate’ responses
are a thing of the past.
Now we understand we
can’t live with terrorists.

network at their disposal. It with-
drew from Lebanon because it
couldn’t stomach 20 fallen soldiers a
year; in exchange, Hezbollah en-
trenched itself on the border with a
missile arsenal rivaled by few global
powers.
 There can be no modus vivendi
with terror organizations. Murder-
ous ambitions can’t be soothed with
“gentlemen’s agreements,” interna-
tional guarantees or economic incen-

tives. Israel tried this in Gaza, and
the result was catastrophic.

= When you respond, overwhelm
your foe. For years, the enemy fired
rockets and Israel replied with “pro-
portional” force. This normalized the
firing on civilians, kidnapping and
invasion. But this changed after Oct.
7. Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah
thought he was still playing by the
old rules, launching a few rockets
daily. It ended with his elimination,
the decapitation of his organization,
and the destruction of 80% of their
missile stockpile.

* Fundamentalists ~ accumulate
weapons to use them, not to deter.
For years, Israel ignored the vast
ammunition depots in Gaza and Leb-
anon under the assumption they
would simply “rust.” They didn’t.

* When you are on the strong
side, the enemy is the one who
should fear a miscalculation.

The new rules are in effect in the
operation launched on Saturday. The
Jewish state can’t accept the exis-
tence in Iran of production far es
and thousands of ballistic missiles,
with every launch sending half of Is-
rael into shelters and threatening
mass casualties. It can’t tolerate a
regime that continues, even today, to
fund its greatest enemies with more
than a billion dollars annually.

President Trump’s decision to join
Israel in striking Iran proves that
good ideas are infectious. Barack
Obama truly believed the Iranians
could be appeased with economic
benefits. Bill Clinton made peace
with a violent North Korea and re-
ceived a nuclear North Korea in re-
turn. Joe Biden pushed for agree-
ments that would have left Hamas as
the sovereign ruler of the entire
Gaza Strip.

Contrary to the isolationist in-
stincts of parts of the MAGA move-
ment, Mr. Trump understood that
Iran is a danger to regional and
world peace. Iran’s attacks on peace-
ful Gulf states and Cyprus show
what they would have done had they
been allowed to develop nuclear
weapons. This war will save us from
the necessity of many others. The
entire world now sees what happens
to those who spent 47 years shout-
ing “Death to America” and “Death
to Israel,” only to discover suddenly
that America and Israel were finally
listening—and taking notes.

Mr. Segal is chief political com-
mentator on Israel’s Channel 12
News and author of “A Call at 4 AM:
Thirteen Prime Ministers and the
Crucial Decisions that Shaped Israeli
Politics.”

Mellon’s Radical Prisoner Education

By John D. Sailer

t the Stateville Correctional

Center—a maximum-security

prison in Illinois, which Gov. JB
Pritzker ordered closed last year for
unrelated reasons—a group of profes-
sors offered courses for inmates,
funded by the Andrew W. Mellon
Foundation. One course, “Research,
Writing, and Mass Incarceration,” be-
gan with a workshop run by Bill Ay-
ers—a co-founder of the Weather Un-
derground, a Marxist terror group
responsible for dozens of bombings
in the U.S. in the 1970s.

The Mellon Foundation has given
at least $60 million to prison educa-
tion projects since 2015. While
many grantees provide liberal-arts
courses and vocational training,
others have followed the founda-
tion’s own recent trajectory, em-
bracing progressive activism as
their guldmg principle.

face of power and oppression, and
to seek the most effective strategies
to organize and build resistance.”
Mellon, despite its original mis-
sion to support the arts and human-
ities, now embraces far-reaching po-
litical goals. As the foundation’s
president, Elizabeth Alexander, puts
it: “We support artists, scholars, and
thinkers,” both inside and outside
prison, “who are countering the in-
humanity of incarceration and the
broader criminal legal system.”
One goal of the Mellon-supported
course at Statesville is building a
movement that “centers abolition,”
meaning the abolition of prisons,
according to the proposal I acquired
via a records request. A proposal
for a Mellon-supported project of
the University of Illinois Urbana
Champaign says it assumes “an ex-
plicitly abolitionist stance,” has
“hosted discussions on prison aboli-
tion,” and has referred members to

these

tivists and scholars have focused
their prison education projects on
political education and “shifting the
narrative.” The Alliance for Higher
Education in Prison, which has re-
ceived $1.39 million from Mellon
since 2019, titled its 2021 conference
“What Is to Be Done?,” a title bor-
rowed from a 1902 communist pam-
phlet by Vladimir Lenin.

“Posed more than a century ago,”
the conference booklet says, the
question has “inspired generations
of revolutionary thinkers and activ-
ists to interrogate the intersections
of theory and practice, to reflect
upon their own positionalities in the

di and external workshops
on abolition.”

The description for “Writing for
Social Justice”—a course offered
through the Claremont Colleges’
Justice Education Initiative, which
has received $2.3 million in Mellon
support—begins with a quote from
Karl Marx and says that students
will “challenge common assumptions
about race, sexuality, gender, class,
and memory” and write about “is-
sues that are absent in a world dom-
inated by profit-oriented capitalist
ideologies.”

Even benign-sounding grants may
be channeled toward activist pur-
poses. Catherine Besteman, a profes-

sor at Colby College, writes that “a
significant Mellon grant to the Uni-
versity of Maine at Augusta” helped
provide internet access for inmates
in Maine. This, she notes, created
“new opportunities for liberatory
education based in abolitionist ped-
agogies,” which “reveal and attack
the supremacist, racist, and colonial
roots of the contemporary prison in-
dustry and master narratives about
the need for prisons.” Ms. Beste-
man’s own organization, which has
received Mellon funding, advocates
“decarceration and abolition.”

For such organizations, the focus
is less on helping individuals than
on revolutionizing systems. UC
Santa Cruz’s “Visualizing Abolition”
project, designed to “shift the social
attachment to prisons through art
and education,” has received almost
$8 million from Mellon. Its grant-re-
newal proposal promises to serve
“people currently and formerly-in-
carcerated” and to “change the nar-
rative that links incarceration to
Jjustice.”

Left unasked is whether such ef-
forts make it harder for inmates to
endure prison life and make the
transition from incarceration to life
on the outside. An education aimed
at political goals all too easily uses
students as tools. The Mellon Foun-
dation—now under increasing scru-
tiny for its turn toward social jus-
tice—would be wise to heed this
lesson.

Mr. Sailer is director of higher
education policy at the Manhattan
Institute.
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Dead end

ojtaba Khamenei, the second-eldest son of
M former Iranian supreme leader Ali Khamenei,

is reportedly set to succeed his slain father
as Iran’s next supreme leader, as the Islamic Republic
moves to preserve continuity while battling Israel and
the United States.

He has long been considered his father’s chosen heir
apparent. He is reported to have formed close ties with
the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) and
is thought to have gained increasing control over the
regime’s decision-making in recent years, while operat-
ing in the shadows.

According to Reuters, The New York Times, and Irani-
an opposition media, Mojtaba Khamenei received the
IRGC’s backing in meetings of the Assembly of Experts
on Tuesday, which appears poised to approve his acces-
sion. The building in Qom that housed the Assembly
of Experts was reduced to rubble by the IAF on Tuesday.

While the results of the strike were not immediately
clear, Tran’s IRGC-linked Fars News Agency said the
building had been evacuated in advance due to the
threat of attack, and that the leadership selection was
conducted virtually and had entered its final stages.

The result would be announced soon, Fars reported.
But the succession may not be as swift or as seamless as
the regime would hope.

As Jerusalem Post military correspondent Yonah Jeremy
Bob wrote earlier this week, several key officials within
the Islamic regime are also vying for control of Iran “the
day after” Khamenei.

Ali Larijani, who reportedly became Khamenei’s de
facto deputy following the 12 Day War last June, has
been running the country’s day-to-day security affairs
and overseeing the regime’s failed nuclear negotiations
with the US.

The scales of power in Tehran now rest on a delicate
balance among politicians, IRGC officers, and the cler-
ical establishment. But the IRGC plays a central role in
running the regime's security and military apparatus,
and its backing could be decisive.

Moijtaba Khamenei should not be underestimated.
Described as a hardline cleric, he does not tend to make
public appearances and has largely operated behind the
scenes. According to various reports, his close ties to the
security establishment in Iran have allowed him to gain
leverage over rivals and position himself as an authority
figure capable of shaping decision-making - one capable
of taking control of the nation at a time of crisis.

As explained by Post news editor Alex Winston, his

Why Iran bombarded the UAE

* By NADIM KOTEICH

r I "\ he missiles and drones
that were launched were
not aimed at the sand in

the UAE.

Had it not been for a 100%
interception rate on ballistic
missiles and 93% on drones,
the story this week would have
been written in rubble.

When Iran’s dying regime dis-
patched 165 ballistic missiles,
two cruise missiles, and 541
drones toward a single country
in the days following the killing
of Iran’s supreme leader, Aya-
tollah Ali Khamenei, the distri-
bution of fire told a story that
pure military logic could not
explain. Nearly 65% of Iran’s
total munitions expenditure in
this campaign was absorbed by
one target: The UAE.

This is not about Al Dhafra
Air Base, proximity, or global
economic blackmail. It is not
only about punishing a signa-
tory to the Abraham Accords,
either. These are real factors,
but they are downstream of
something more fundamental.
Iran attacked the UAE because
the UAE is the argument Teh-
ran cannot win.

This small Arab Gulf country
represents the most operation-
ally successful refutation of
political Islam’s central claim,
which is that the path to dig-
nity, power, and Arab identity
runs through revolutionary
resistance, divine mandate,
and permanent conflict with
the West.

Abu Dhabi did not just reject
that narrative - it built a civ-
ilization-scale counterexam-
ple. Through the Abraham
Accords, the UAE chose nor-
malization with Israel, posi-
tioning itself as an Arab state
that moved toward integra-
tion, not perpetual grievance.

The result: the materializa-
tion of the most connected,
prosperous, and diplomatically
agile state in the Arab world
came to fruition. This is an
existential ideological threat to
any regime whose legitimacy
rests on the promise that resis-
tance, not engagement, is the

SMOKE BILLOWS from Zayed Port following an Iranian strike in Abu Dhabi on Sunday.
(Abdelhadi Ramahi/Reuters)

only honorable path.

Notice what Tehran target-
ed in its symbolic geography:
not military outposts in the
desert, but landmarks. The
image of the hotel, Jumeirah
Burj Al Arab, an icon of Emirati
ambition, is exported to every
phone screen on earth. Jebel
Ali, the commercial artery of
a state serving a hinterland of
three billion people and 10 tril-
lion dollars of economic out-
put within a 3,500-kilometer
radius, is the beating commer-
cial heart of the global south.

International airports are
the infrastructure of a model
built on connectivity rather
than exclusion. This was not
strategic targeting. This was an
attempt at iconoclasm.

Even before the first missile
was launched, the ideological
war had already begun. Just
weeks prior, a strategic influ-
ence campaign was branding
Abu Dhabi as an “Israeli Trojan
horse,” calling it a “betrayal of
God, His Messenger, and the
nation.”

Iran's drones and missiles
and Gulf and Arab Islamist
rhetoric were, however, unwit-
tingly running the same oper-
ation: to delegitimize the UAE
model and to prove that tol-
erance, moderation, and inte-
gration lead not to prosperity
and protection, but to target

acquisition.
It is telling that Muslim
Brotherhood representatives

across Sudan, Yemen, and even
Oman rushed to declare sol-
idarity with Iran against the
American and Israeli strikes,
while maintaining complete
silence on Tranian missiles
raining down on Arab capitals.

They did not fail to notice —
they chose not to. The Muslim
Brotherhood and Tehran were,
as always, running the same
operation, one that branded
Abu Dhabi a traitor and Dubai
a target. The missiles and the
thetoric share the same return
address.

Tehran wanted the UAE
model, including the Abraham
Accords, to become a liabili-

ty. It wanted every future Arab
leader contemplating engage-
ment with Israel to see Emira-
ti cities’ skyline burning and
draw the obvious conclusion:
don’t,

The deeper question this
moment forces is not whether
the UAE will survive, because
it will, but whether the new
Middle East it embodies will
expand or retrench.

The Abraham Accords are
already moving toward Syria,
Lebanon, and Saudi Arabia.

Syria and Israel have, for
instance, established a joint
intelligence-sharing and mil-
itary deescalation cell under
US supervision. This is the first
structured security framework
between two former enemies
since 1974, and a direct archi-
tectural beam of the new Mid-
dle East that Iran is trying to
demolish.

Meanwhile, Lebanon’s Pres-
ident Joseph Aoun started dis-
cussions to join the India-Mid-
dle East-Europe Economic
Corridor, a move that triggered

immediate accusations of indi-
rect normalization with Isra-
el. Beirut, long paralyzed by
Hezbollah’s veto over its future,
is now choosing connectivity
over resistance.

Saudi Arabia’s retreat from
normalization is tactical, not
terminal, as Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman is not
rejecting the deal so much as
pricing it.

Riyadh does not lack the stra-
tegic acumen to note that with
Iran now degraded and the
Axis of Resistance destroyed,
the strategic cost of staying
outside the new Middle East
just rose dramatically. Many of
the most serious and legitimate
strategic burdens that made
Riyadh’s caution genuinely
reasonable have been buried
alongside Khamenei.

Iran understood, correctly,
that the normalization archi-
tecture represented a structural
reordering of the region’s ideo-
logical market, one in which
the “resistance” brand loses its
monopoly on Arab and Mus-
lim identity.

Every missile fired at Dubai is
aconfession. Itis the admission
that the regime that claimed
to speak for the oppressed,
the faithful, and the Arab
and Islamic nations could not
compete with what the UAE
built, not in governance, not
in economics, not in the imag-
ination of the next generation
across the Arab world.

So it reached for the one
argument it had left: destruc-
tion.

A wounded animal can still
bite. But it does so because it
can no longer threaten. The
Islamic Republic launched this
campaign from a position of
structural collapse. Its nucle-
ar infrastructure is degraded,
its economy is hollowed out,
its supreme leader has been
killed, and its proxies are scat-
tered from Beirut to Damascus
to Sanaa.

The ghosts of the old Middle
East are departing, one funeral
atatime.

The writer is a senior Emirati
Jjournalist and policy adviser.

alleged behind-the-scenes role in orchestrating the sup-
pression of demonstrators during the 2009 unrest that
followed a disputed presidential election, and his lack
of sufficient clerical credentials, are two of the reasons
why his potential elevation has long been controversial
within Iran.

If the reports are accurate, and Mojtaba Khamenei's
accession is all but sealed, the illusion that the Islamic
regime can survive — even stripped of nuclear or ballis-
tic-missile capabilities - should finally collapse.

With this reported choice, the regime is proving what
Israel has long known: It has no intention of ever aban-
doning its destructive doctrine: Death to America, and
death to Israel.

Nor is this solely Israel's and the US's concern. As it
demonstrated by firing hundreds of missiles at multiple
Gulf states since Saturday, the Iranian regime does not
care what stands in its way.

A regime that continues to arm proxies, destabilize
Gulf capitals, and threaten Israeli and Western forces will
not suddenly moderate under a younger Khamenei. If
anything, he may lean even more heavily on hard power
and suppressing dissent to consolidate legitimacy.

This regime - led by one Khamenei or another - cannot
be allowed to continue to threaten Israel, the entire Mid-
dle East, and the Western world.

Both US President Donald Trump and Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu have called on the Iranian people
to reclaim their country when the war concludes. Heavy
strikes across Iran are beginning to make that possibility
real. The next phase of the war will test America’s and
Israel’s resolve to see it through.

Any off-ramp taken will only serve to keep the regime
intact, allow it to regroup, and rebuild. The oppression of
the Iranian people under Islamic rule would continue.

Therefore, Istael and the United States must go all the
way: The war cannot truly end until the regime does.
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TRUMP'S IR/

POLICY AFTER KHAMENEL

* By SIAVASH GHOLAMI

he help that US President Donald

I Trump had promised to Iranians

has arrived. The United States

and Israel have crossed the threshold

from warning to action. Ali Khamenei,

the Islamist who legitimized the mas-
sacre of thousands of Iranians, is dead.

This moment is not merely a mili-
tary escalation: it is a strategic inflection
point. But achieving a stable and lasting
outcome requires strategic clarity.

That clarity matters now because the
regime’s eventual move is predictable:
it will manufacture an “acceptable” suc-
cessor arrangement - packaged as reform
- in order to preserve the IRGC-centered
regime. If Washington wavers or treats
regime-managed succession as moder-
ation, it will rescue the regime at its
moment of maximum vulnerability.
The regime will be re-legitimized, and
the strikes will have produced neither
freedom for Iranians nor security for the
region - only a refreshed version of the
same regime.

This is the familiar cycle Washington
has enabled for decades: approach-
ing the Islamic Republic as something
that could be moderated, managed, or
incentivized into normal state behavior.
Trump’s Iran policy is a break from that
pattern, and it should be sustained. For
the first time, Washington is aligning its
posture with the idea of regime change.

The reformist trap:

continuity after decapitation

One trap must be avoided: mistaking
the removal of the regime’s unifying
symbol for the collapse of its govern-
ing machine. Ali Khamenei functioned
less as the system'’s day-to-day operator
and more as its central seal of unity —
an authority figure around whom rival
factions, security organs, and patronage
networks could rally.

With that symbol gone, the regime’s
ideological core does not disappear: it
disperses into the factions and actors

Block, recognize, secure

who have long run the apparatus of
repression domestically and terrorism
globally. The IRGC remains - and the
question becomes which hardline fac-
tion takes over.

The regime will eventually try to
rebrand continuity as reform. It will
attempt to fast-track a “national unity”
successor through IRGC power bargain-
ing, elevate familiar diplomatic faces as
“reasonable” interlocutors, and offer
social easing - selective prisoner releases
and looser enforcement in a few cit-
ies - to shape the narrative while the
ideological core and repressive machine

region and a free Iran require a genuine
political break, not a rotation of familiar
regime enablers.

Recognition is
the operational necessity

When the regime’s survival strategy
is rebranding, the counter-strategy is to
remove ambiguity about the alternative.
Raza Pahlavi has been the name chanted
by millions during the 2026 uprising.
He has a proven leadership capacity to
mobilize inside Iran and in the diaspora.
Pahlavi’s Emergency Phase Booklet is his
comprehensive, expert-oriented plan

remain infact.

The rebranded regime will tease
“constitutional review” committees
that never touch the IRGC’s econom-
ic empire or its parallel security state,
scapegoat a faction to imply change,
and then tighten control - shutdowns,
curfews, and “anti-chaos” messaging
- to reassert dominance. Washington
must treat these signals for what they
are: a rebranding of the same regime.

Trump’s coercive Iran policy is what
differentiates him from Obama and
Biden, who negotiated with and nor-
malized a regime that commits mass
atrocities both at home and in the
region.

‘This is exactly why Washington must
not swerve into diplomacy with familiar
“reformist” faces marketed as an alterna-
tive. Figures such as Ali Larijani, Abbas
Araghchi, Hassan Rouhani, and Javad
Zarif are not a bridge to democracy or
even behavioral change for the regime.
They are shaped by the regime’s gov-
erning system - and enable it. These
figures are inseparably embedded in the
regime’s decision-making ecosystem
and are historically intertwined with its
security structures - notably the IRGC.

Negotiating with them, especially in
any outcome that stops short of regime
change, does not deliver regional securi-
ty. It results in regime continuity undera
rebranding that preserves the core ideo-
logical and power structures. A stable

for after the regime’s collapse.

Minutes after the initial strikes,
Pahlavi issued a video statement,
declaring the moment a turning point
and directing the Iranian nation to
await his call to mobilize, remaining
alert and ready for the final battle.
This pairing of external coercion and
internal mobilization is necessary for
regime change - and must be opera-
tionalized with precision.

In revolutionary moments, ambigui-
ty prolongs conflict, while recognition
shortens it. It is not symbolic - it is oper-
ational. It signals to regime institutions,
security forces, and officials that there is
a defined political destination beyond
the current system. It shapes expecta-
tions, influences decision-making with-
in the regime, and can accelerate defec-
tions and internal unraveling.

This leads to the single most urgent
policy step Washington and Jerusalem
must take now: Recognize Crown Prince
Reza Pahlavi's transitional government.
Not consider, not monitor: recognize.

ic clarity for political

ity. This includes both formal negotia-
tions and informal channels that elevate
figures tied to the existing power struc-
ture. Securitized figures such as Larija-
ni, Araghchi, Rouhani, and Zarif have
a track record of hostility to American
and Israeli interests. They are enablers of
the IRGC and cannot be trusted in any
capacity.

2. Make regime change the political
end state. Ambiguity between reform
and regime change undermines every
other policy decision. Washington’s pol-
icy must focus on regime change for a
real, tangible transformation - a transi-
tion led by the regime’s consequential
opposition that can be trusted by Amer-
icans and Israelis alike.

Pahlavi is politically legible to Iranians
and operationally legible to Washing-
ton. Tor the final internal takeover by
the Iranian nation, coordinate timing,
communications, and contingency
planning with Pahlavi to have internal
mobilization at the right moment.

3. Provide direct logistical support to
the [ranian nation. Once internal mobi-
lization starts, communication access
should be supported when the regime
pulls the plug, so that the Iranian upris-
ing can organize and endure.

A free Iran through alignment
with the Iranian nation

Even at the regime’s weakest point,
Trump should avoid a return to the
familiar pattern of one more round
of talks; one more attempt to engage
“moderates,” as Obama did; or one
more deferral of the underlying issue,
which is the regime in its entirety. That
approach has defined the past - and has
consi failed Americans, allies, and

end-state: regime change

If Washington and Jerusalem want
this moment to result in a free Iran that
is aligned with international norms —
not simply another cycle of temporary
containment - they must act with clar-
ity:
1. Avoid legitimizing regime continu-

the Iranian nation.

The approach that will secure long-
term peace regionally and safeguard
American and allied interests is align-
ment with the Iranian nation to deliver
the ultimate blow: the takeover of gov-
ernment and a transition under Pahla-
vi's leadership.
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If Iran falls, what follows?

3 * By NEVILLE TELLER

=k

S peaking to reporters at
Fort Bragg military base
in North Carolina on Feb-
ruary 13, US President Donald
Trump said, unambiguously
for the first time perhaps, that
regime change in Iran is “the
best thing that could happen.”

Ever since late January, the US
administration has been build-
ing up a massive naval and
military presence in the region,
nominally to pressure Iran over
its nuclear program, ballistic
missiles, regional proxies, and
internal repression.

Trump has consistently tied
the US military buildup to his
insistence that Iran must never
acquire nuclear weapons,

In his remarks at Fort Bragg,
Trump declined to specify
whom he wanted to take over
leadership in Iran but noted
“there are people” who could.

One such, of course, is the
late Shah's son and heir, Reza
Pahlavi, who has acquired sig-
nificant support both within
the country and among the
Iranian diaspora as a potential
future leader.

US Special Envoy Steve Wit-
koff is reported to have met
with Pahlavi at least once, but
probably more often, in the
past few weeks.

At the inaugural meeting of
Gaza’s Board of Peace on Feb-
ruary 19, Trump said that if the
regime did not accept stricter
limits “within days,” unspec-
ified but “very bad” conse-
quences might follow.

The latest round of US-Ira-
nian negotiations in Geneva
ended on February 26. Unsatis-

fied with Iran’s delaying tactics,
Trump ordered a military strike
on the morning of February 28.

Speaking via his Truth Social
medium, he was crystal clear
about one major objective
of the joint US-Israeli attack.
Addressing the Iranian people
directly, he said:

“For many years, you have
asked for America’s help. But
you never got it. No president
was willing to do what 1 am
willing to do tonight. Now you
have a president who is giving
you what you want.

“So let’s see how you respond.
America is backing you with
overwhelming strength and
devastating force. Now is the
time to seize control of your
destiny and to unleash the
prosperous and glorious future
that is close within your reach.
This is the moment for action.
Do not let it pass.”

Trump has no plan for
large-scale US ground invol
ment or occupation. He anti
pates an internal uprising that
would topple the government.
It is not an impossible scenario.

With the Iranian econo-
my on life support and the
regime struggling to contain
prolonged and persistent
anti-government demonstra-
tions, targeted military action
by the US could cause the
Islamic theocratic dictator-
ship to implode.

On TFebruary 25, AOL, the
American web portal formerly
known as “America Online,”
published an article that stated
“...the US has reportedly drawn
up a target list of key regime

stalwarts, such as the Iranian
leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
and his son, to be eliminated
as part of a decapitation strat-
egy aimed at achieving regime
change in Tehran.”

The Iranian people, having
endured nearly five decades
of despotic rule, have made it
abundantly clear over the past
month or more that the sooner
they see the back of the ayatol-
lahs, the better.

However, the fall of the Irani-
an regime would have repercus-
sions well beyond Iran — many
of them highly desirable.

FOR EXAMPLE, the widespread
network of terrorist groups
created and sustained by the
Islamic Republic would sud-
denly find itself without the
financial and logistical support
that has sustained their jihadist
activities for decades.

Shi’ite Hezbollah, a creature
of the Iranian regime, would
be critically weakened by its
demise. The Houthis’ ability to
act at sea and against distant
targets is very largely depen-
dent on Iranian military sup-
plies.

Sunni Hamas could look to
Qatar and perhaps Turkey for
some degree of support, but
without Iran at its back, could
it withstand Trump’s demand
that it disarm and dismantle its
terrorist infrastructure?

Wider afield, Russia and
China, which have forged trade
and military partnerships with
Iran in recent years, would see
their global standing seriously
diminished.

Iran has also been supporting
Vladimir Putin’s war effort in
Ukraine by providing constant
supplies of drones and ballistic
missiles. The sudden loss of this

A WOMAN chants during a rally against the Islamic regime in Iran, yesterday. Its fall would have repercussions well beyond Iran
— many of them highly desirable, the writer notes. (jack Taylor/Reuters)

flow of vital ordnance would
undoubtedly weaken Putin’s
military capabilities in Ukraine
and could hasten some sort of
ceasefire.

China would also feel the
pinch, since 90% of Iran’s dis-
counted oil exports go to Bei-
jing. A sudden loss of cheap
Iranian oil would have a signif-
icant effect on China’s econ-
omy.

Moreover, bearing in mind
the 2021 Iran-China part-
nership pact, any leadership
change in Tehran could have
a negative impact on China’s
strategically ambitious world-
wide Belt and Road initiative,
already signed by some 150
countries.

The first and only serious

attempt to overthrow the Ira-
nian regime occurred just 18
months after the February 1979
Islamic revolution.

In September 1980, the Iraqgi
dictator, Saddam Hussein,
fearing that Ayatollah Ruhol-
lah Khomeini’s revolutionary
Shia Islamism would destabi-
lize Iraq’s Sunni-dominated
Ba‘athist regime, invaded.

He hoped that a quick attack
on Iran’s oil-rich province of
Khuzestan would trigger inter-
nal unrest and possibly a col-
lapse of the new Islamic Repub-
lic.

A range of Western and Arab
states, including the US, the
UK, France, and Gulf monar-
chies, provided him with sig-
nificant military, economic,

and diplomatic support.

Iran’s revolutionary regime
was seen by them as a greater
threat to stability and Western
oil interests than Saddam’s Iraq.

History had a different story
to tell.

By mid-1982, Iran had
reversed Iraq’s initial gains,
and for the next five years Iraq
was largely on the defensive. A
series of successful Iraqi offen-
sives in 1988, however, dimin-
ished Iran’s hope for victory
and induced a change of heart.

In August 1988, both sides
accepted a UN-brokered cease-
fire and truce.

This time, has Iran’s revolu-
tionary regime reached the end
of the road? On February 28,
Pahlavi issued his own video

message to the Tranian people:

“In these sensitive hours and
days, more than ever we must
remain focused on our ultimate
goal: reclaiming Iran... Stay
alert and ready to return to the
streets for the final action at the
appropriate time, which I shall
communicate to you.

“Follow my messages through
social media... Weare very close
to final victory. I hope to be
with you as soon as possible so
that together we may reclaim
Iran and rebuild it.”

Will the dream eventually
become reality?

The writer, a former senior civil
servant, is the Middle East cor-
respondent for Eurasia Review.
Follow him at: www.a-mid-east-
Jjournal.blogspot.com

Israel is not alone: A message
of Christian solidarity in a time of war

* By BISHOP ROBERT STEARNS

s the US and Israel confront the
A “head of the snake” - the Iranian

regime led by the Ayatollah and the
IRGC, which for decades has posed an exis-
tential threat to Israel and acted as a desta-
bilizing force across the Western world - it
is essential that the people of Israel know
one thing clearly: you are not alone.

Following the events of the October 7
massacre and the war that followed, Israel
and the Jewish people have faced grow-
ing political and social isolation. Iranian
and Qatari-backed propaganda campaigns
have fueled false narratives about Israel,
contributing to an unprecedented surge in
antisemitism and violence against Jewish
communities worldwide.

From the Bondi Beach mass shooting in
Australia on Hanukkah, to the killing of a
young Jewish couple in Washington, DC,
to the attack at Manchester Synagogue on
Yom Kippur, Jews have increasingly found
themselves targeted.

As a Christian Zionist and as president of
Fagles’ Wings - an organization dedicated
for more than three decades to strength-
ening the bonds between Christians, Jews,
and the State of Israel - 1 want Israelis
to hear this message clearly: millions of
Christians around the world stand with

you.
" Last fall, Eagles’ Wings began organizing
a special delegation of Christian women
leaders to visit Israel. Last Thursday, just
two days before Israel and the US launched
joint military action against Iran, that del-
egation arrived in the country.

They were fully aware of the risks and ris-

ing regional tensions; these women chose
deliberately and wholeheartedly to come
to Israel to pray for the peace of Jerusalem
and stand alongside the Israeli people.

This was the largest Christian women’s
leadership mission ever to visit Israel.

The delegation included senior pastors,
faith leaders, media personalities, public
figures, CEOs, educators, and influencers
who collectively influence hundreds of
thousands of Christians across the US and
around the world. Many serve in leader-
ship roles within some of America’s largest
and most influential churches, ministries,
universities, and institutions.

Their presence carries impact far beyond
the visit itself. When these leaders return
home and share what they experienced
- not headlines, but firsthand encoun-
ters — their communities listen. When
they choose to stand in Israel in war, their
actions send a message more powerful
than words.

Throughout history, women have been
fearless leaders in times of crisis, beginning
with Jochebed, the mother of Moses, who
risked her life to save her son, as well as
Deborah and Esther, whose courage and
faith we celebrate at Purim.

‘Women's leadership is particularly signif-
icant within faith communities. Women
are often the builders of community life,
the organizers, the educators, and the
relational leaders who shape values and
mobilize action. Their decision to come to
Israel at such a critical moment represents
a profound act of solidarity.

Just two days after their arrival, on Sat-
urday morning, members of our delega-
tion found themselves running into bomb

shelters alongside their Israeli brothers and
sisters - sharing not only prayer, but also
the lived reality of life under threat.

The delegation was scheduled to meet
with Israeli leadership, including President
Tsaac Herzog and First Lady Michal Herzog,
government ministers, members of Knes-
set, Christian Arab leaders, and a former
hostage survivor.

I can assure you: they will return.

This is the mission of Eagles’ Wings.
We are committed to helping Christians
experience the real Israel - beyond dis-
torted headlines and misinformation. We
are equally committed to bringing a new
generation of Christians into meaningful
relationships with the Jewish state.

Today, support for Israel cannot be taken
for granted.

The erosion of understanding and
engagement on the part of evangelical
Christians represents a sad reality and an
urgent strategic challenge.

Without genuine relationships and
firsthand experiences, people around the
world remain vulnerable to the massive,
well-funded propaganda campaigns aimed
at delegitimizing Israel.

But when Christians come to Israel -
when they see, hear, and experience it
for themselves - they return home trans-
formed. They become informed voices,
bridge-builders, and ambassadors for Israel
and the Jewish people within their own
societies.

In this difficult hour, Israel should know
that beyond governments and geopolitics,
millions of Christians are praying, stand-
ing, and walking alongside you.

You are not alone.

BISHOP ROBERT STEARNS at Eagles’ Wings” Day of Prayer for the Peace of Jerusalem, last October. (Dudu Koren/Eagles’ Wings)

FROM QUDS DAY TO GLOBAL INFLUENCE:
How Iran outsmarted
the Sunni Arab world

* By SALAH UDDIN
SHOAIB CHOUDHURY

or decades, policymakers
F in Washington and across

the Gulf have treated [ran
primarily as a sectarian power —
a Shi'ite state competing with
Sunni Arab regimes for regional
dominance.

But that analysis misses a criti-
cal truth: Since 1979, Tehran has
methodically positioned itselfas
a leader not only of Shi'ites, but
of the broader Muslim world.
And it did so by weaponizing
one of the most emotionally
powerful issues in global Islam
- the Palestinian cause.

When Ayatollah Ruhollah
Khomeini seized power during
Iran’s Islamic Revolution, his
ambitions extended far beyond
Tehran. He envisioned a revolu-
tionary state that would export
ideology, reshape Middle East-
ern politics, and ultimately
challenge Western influence
throughout the Muslim world.

Within weeks of consolidat-
ing power, Khomeini declared
the creation of “Internation-
al Quds Day,” to be observed
annually on the last Friday of
Ramadan. On August 7, 1979,
he called upon Muslims world-
wide to demonstrate solidarity
with Palestinians and to oppose
Israel’s control of Jerusalem.
This was not a symbolic ges-
ture: It was strategic mischief.

Jerusalem - al-Quds in Ara-
bic - holds sacred significance
for Muslims across sectarian
lines. By centering his revolu-
tion around the “liberation” of
Jerusalem, Khomeini effective-
ly bypassed the Sunni-Shi’ite
divide. He reframed Iran’s revo-
lution not as a Shi'ite uprising,
but as a pan-Islamic struggle
against Israel and, by extension,
against Western influence.

Senior Iranian clerics, includ-
ing Naser Makarem Shirazi,
described participation in Quds
Day as a religious duty - elevat-
ing political mobilization into
spiritual obligation. The mes-
sage was clear: supporting Iran’s
framing of the Palestinian issue
was not merely political - it was
religiously mandated.

For Sunni-majority nations,
opposing such a narrative
became politically risky. Gov-
ernments such as Saudi Arabia,
while wary of Iran’s revolution-
ary agenda, found it difficult

to openly challenge a cause so
deeply embedded in Muslim
public opinion. The result was
a gradual normalization of Teh-
ran’s ideological leadership on
one of Islam’s most emotional-
ly charged issues.

Meanwhile, the Islamic
Republic moved beyond sym-
bolism. Through relationships
with groups such as Hamas and
Palestinian Islamic Jihad, Iran
embedded itself directly into
the Palestinian arena. These
alliances allowed Tehran to
exert tangible influence in con-
flicts that resonate across the
Sunni world.

At the institutional level, the
Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps became the primary
vehicle for exporting Iran’s rev-
olutionary doctrine. Its exter-
nal operations extended into
Lebanon, Syria, Irag, Yemen,
and beyond. Over time, Iran’s
network of aligned militias
and political actors formed a
transnational web of influence
stretching across the Middle
East. For the United States and
its allies, this development car-
ries serious implications.

Iran’s strategy has not merely
been about regional rivalry. It
has been about shaping global
Muslim political consciousness
in adirection hostile to Western
interests. Quds Day rallies in
cities across Europe and North
America serve as reminders
that Tehran’s ideological export
is not geographically confined.

The narrative architecture
constructed in 1979 contin-
ues to function today: portray
Iran as the uncompromising
defender of Jerusalem; frame
Sunni governments as passive
or compromised; and position
the West - particularly the
United States - as the ultimate
adversary.

This strategy has produced
a paradox. Despite deep theo-
logical differences, segments of
Sunni political movements and
public opinion have at times
echoed narratives aligned with
Tehran's framing of Israel and
the West.

The Gulf monarchies -
including Qatar, Kuwait, Bah-
rain, and the United Arab Emir-
ates — have periodically accused
Iran of interference or carrying
out destabilizing activities.
Yet the ideological ground-
work laid through decades of

“al-Quds” mobilization has
complicated efforts to counter
Tehran's influence decisively.

For American policymakers,
the lesson is clear: Iran’s power
projection is not limited to
missiles, drones, or proxy mili-
tias - it is rooted in narrative
dominance. By claiming guard-
ianship over a cause central to
Muslim identity, Tehran con-
structed a moral shield that
softens sectarian resistance and
broadens its appeal. Ignoring
this dimension risks misread-
ing the nature of the challenge.

The Tranian model demon-
strates how a revolutionary
state can leverage religious
symbolism to transcend demo-
graphic limitations. A Shi'ite
minority power succeeded in
speaking to Sunni populations
by carefully choosing the right
issue - one that resonates emo-
tionally and spiritually. For
Sunni governments, a strategic
reassessment may be overdue;
for the West, complacency
would be dangerous.

The ideological infrastruc-
ture built by Khomeini in
1979 has matured into a dura-
ble geopolitical instrument. It
continues to influence public
opinion, shape alliances, and
complicate efforts to contain
Tehran’s ambitions. If policy-
makers focus solely on military
containment while neglecting
the ideological battlefield, they
will continue to underestimate
Iran’s long-term strategy.

Nearly half a century after
the Islamic Revolution, the
architecture of Quds Day still
stands - not merely as an annu-
al protest, but as a reminder
that influence in the modern
Middle East is won as much
through symbolism and narra-
tive as through force.

The question is no longer
whether Iran seeks leadership
beyond its sectarian base. The
evidence suggests it has pur-
sued that objective method-
ically for decades. The more
pressing question is whether
the Sunni Arab states - and the
United States - are prepared to
confront not just Iran’s weap-
ons, but its ideas.

The writer is an award-winning
journalist, writer, and editor of the
newspaper Blitz. He specializes
in counterterrorism and regional
geopolitics. Follow him on X: @
Salah_Shoaib.
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The real election fraud

WASHINGTON WATCH
* By DOUGLAS BLOOMFIELD

ow can a person who
has been lying every
single day for the last

64 months about the outcome
of the 2020 presidential elec-
tion be trusted to make sure
that this November'’s voting
will be safe, secure, and honest?

Yet that's what President
Donald Trump wants us to
do. He is using all his power,
with the collusion of a spine-
less Republican-led Congress,
to make it more difficult for
millions of Americans to cast
their votes this fall and into the
future.

He even fired his first-term
attorney-general, William Barr,
for having the audacity to speak
the truth: that Trump’s own
Justice Department found no
evidence of fraud that could
have altered the outcome of
the 2020 election. This time,
the post is held by an elec-
tion denier who acts like she is
Trump's personal retribution
attorney, not the nation’s chief
law enforcement officer.

Trump has since surround-
ed himself with aides like
Pam Bondi, who know better
than to make Barr's mistakes.
Instead, they sit around the
Cabinet table praising the
emperor’s exquisite wardrobe.

The president is browbeat-
ing the Senate into lifting the
filibuster rule so his followers
can ram votes through on a
party line for the deceptively
named the SAVE America Act.
So far, the GOP leadership is
keeping the filibuster, mindful
that when Democrats regain
the majority, the tables could
easily turn.

The legislation is advertised
by the administration as pro-
tecting “election integrity,”
but it is actually a massive hoax
designed for voter suppression.
The real voter fraud is this bill.
The reality is that voter fraud
is rare and insignificant. That
helps explain why, after five
years of lies about a stolen
election, Trump has failed to
come up with any hard evi-
dence that could stand up in

court, even one presided over
by judges he picked.

The historic outcome of his
attempted coup a brutal
assault on the US Capitol by
a mob of his followers and his
own impeachment for “incite-
ment of insurrection.”

The SAVE Act would require
all voters to have an ID with
proof of citizenship, and it
would severely restrict mail-
in voting, something Trump
himself and millions of oth-
ers have used, and election
experts say is safe and popular,
including among Republicans.

Marc Novicoff, writing in the
Atlantic, said Trump’s voter-ID
requirement would “proba-
bly backfire” since voters who
don't regularly vote cast their
ballots for Trump in 2024.
“Making voting more difficult
would most likely hurt Repub-
licans’ chances,” he said.

Nonpartisan elections
experts warn that this legis-
lation “could disenfranchise
millions of eligible voters by
requiring new voters to pro-
vide documents that tens of
millions of US citizens lack
immediate access to,” The
Washington Post reported.

The politically independent
Campaign Legal Center has
said that the bill’s restrictions
“would actually amount to
one of the harshest voter sup-
pression laws nationwide,” The
Washington Post noted.

Many see the legislation as
part of an effort to intimidate
minorities, new citizens, the
poor, and the elderly. It creates
a fear of ICE agents lurking at
polling places waiting to seize
people who don’t have the
right skin color or accent.

It is fair to see this bill as
part of a larger effort to steal
November's  congressional
election. Polls show that the
chances of a Democratic vic-
tory are growing, and Trump
told GOP lawmakers he fears
that means being impeached
for a third time (he already
holds the world record of two).

In the 2012 campaign, Trump

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump is seen at a ceremony at the White House on Monday. (ken Cedeno/Reuters)

said, “Now that Obama’s
poll numbers are in a tailspin
- watch for him to launch a
strike in Libya or Iran. He is
desperate.” Obama's approval
rating at that time was 46%;
Trump’s was in the high thir-
ties last week. If you don'’t see
a connection between those
numbers and the massive,
undeclared war against Iran,
you're blind.

The president has been
talking about nationalizing
elections by usurping the
states’ constitutional authori-
ty to run their own elections.
Many Republican-controlled
states are restricting early vot-
ing as well as the locations,
hours, and number of polling
stations in heavily Democratic
areas.

Retired federal judge J.

Michael Luttig, a conservative,
has warned that Trump is seek-
ing “to subvert the midterm
elections.”

The president has threat-
ened not to accept the results
of November’s congressional
elections unless “the elections
are honest,” and of course, he
would be the sole judge of that,
as he is the sole judge of every-
thing else.

His fear of defeat also prompt-
ed him to press Texas and
other GOP-led states to hasti-
ly redraw congressional lines
to create safer Republican dis-
tricts. That may backfire, since
several Blue states responded
by also redistricting.

Republicans are looking for
another boost from the US
Supreme Court, which could
soon rule on a case aimed at

striking down provisions of the
Voting Rights Act that until
now have permitted some con-
gressional districting based on
race to correct past discrimina-
tion. If that happens, Republi-
can-led states are expected to
quickly redraw congressional
maps to minimize minority
representation.

Trump just added a new fac-
tor that could influence this
year's elections: the war in
Iran.

Much will depend on
the outcome, which he will
declare as a great victory in any
scenario, and it could play out
in unexpected ways.

Democrats largely oppose
the war, particularly since
Trump launched it with no
bnal  consultation,
often with conflicting expla-

nations for why now, and no
real communication with the
American public.

A Washington Post survey
shows that 74% of Ameri-
cans fear he is leading us to
a full-scale war. And many
voters are asking whether this
was another diversion from
Trump's Epstein scandal.

Most Republicans will cheer
anything Trump does, espe-
cially since Iran is universally
hated. But many are critical,
particularly in growing num-
bers of his largely isolationist
and increasingly discontented
MAGA base.

They remember the day after
his 2024 election when he
promised, “I'm not going to
start a war. I'm going to stop
wars.”

They were unhappy last June

when he bombed Iran and
unhappier now, especially as
American casualties mount,
the fighting drags on, gas pric-
es go up, inflation returns, and
affordability becomes a more
critical question.

The SAVE Act and Trump's
talk, threats, and demands
about election reforms are false
cures for a virtually non-exis-
tent problem.

The only election crisis
facing this nation is the one
Trump is trying to create by
undermining  Americans’
trust in our electoral system
through fear, intimidation,
and outrageous lies.

The writer is a Washing-
ton-based journalist, consultant,
lobbyist, and a former legislative
director at the American Israel
Public Affairs Commiittee.

Regional war to regional agreements

ENCOUNTERING PEACE

* By GERSHON BASKIN

ne of the most fre-
quently cited obser-
vations about war

and its outcomes is from Carl
von Clausewitz: “War is the
continuation of politics by
other means.” It is sometimes
rendered as: “War is diploma-
cy by other means.” Wars do
not erupt in a vacuum. They
are instruments used by states
when diplomacy fails, col-
lapses, or is deliberately aban-
doned. The expectation, at least
in theory, is that war still serves
political objectives.

Otto von Bismarck expressed
this more bluntly: “Diploma-
cy without arms is like music
without instruments.” Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy offered
a moral counterweight: “Let us
never negotiate out of fear. But
let us never fear to negotiate.”
Henry Kissinger summarized
the essence of statecraft suc-
cinctly: “The task of diplomacy
is to restrain power.”

Since the outbreak of the cur-
rent war, launched with a pre-
emptive US-Israeli strike against
Iran, President Donald Trump
stated in several interviews
that he is willing to engage
in negotiations with Iran. He
has claimed that Iranian lead-
ers want to talk and that he
is prepared to do so; although
the details and timing remain
unclear.

I believe that the real inten-
tion of both Trump and Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
is to force Iran into surrender
through overwhelming mil-
itary pressure, applied by the
combined might of the United
States and Israel, and reinforced
by the involvement of coun-
tries attacked by Iran, including
the UAE, Qatar, Kuwait, Bah-
rain, Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Iraq,
and others hosting US military
bases and assets. Iran, however,
is unlikely to surrender; it is not

within the DNA of the regime
of the ayatollahs.

I know from direct experience
that in the lead-up to ending
the war in Gaza, both Netanya-
hu and Trump believed Israel’s
military power would compel
Hamas to surrender complete-
ly. In my conversations with
senior American officials, I con-
sistently argued that Hamas
would never surrender but that
it was willing to reach an agree-
ment to release all the hostages
in exchange for ending the war.

Hamas also indicated a will-
ingness to relinquish control
over Gaza. But without admit-
ting defeat (in fact, Hamas
declared victory), Hamas was
effectively defeated in Gaza,
much as Iran is being militarily
weakened today.

The Iranian regime will not
voluntarily relinquish control
over Iran. As Trump himself has
stated, regime change ultimate-
ly depends on the Iranian peo-
ple. The most hopeful histor-
ical model for Iranian regime
change is what happened in
Egypt in 2011, when president
Hosni Mubarak resigned after
18 days of mass protests during
the Arab Spring. That outcome
became possible only when the
Egyptian army chose to stand
with the people rather than
suppress them. That perhaps
remains the most plausible sce-
nario for Iran.

Even if the war does not lead
to regime change, Iran will
emerge significantly weakened,
with its economy in devasta-
tion. This military defeat can
and should be leveraged to ini-
tiate a rapid process of regional
diplomacy enabled by the use
of force. Iran’s strategic mistake
in attacking its Arab neighbors,
assuming they would pressure
Washington to end the war, has
boomeranged. Instead, several
of those states have chosen to

actively confront Iran.

Even before being directly
attacked, in April and October
2024 and again in June 2025,
when Iran launched missiles
toward Israel, neighboring
states, including some with-
out diplomatic relations with
Israel, helped intercept Iranian
missiles and drones. A de facto
regional defense pact emerged
without formal negotiations
or signed agreements. This was
remarkable. Unfortunately, it
was not used as the foundation
for a broader regional diplo-
matic framework.

At the time, Arab states and
the US administration were
focused primarily on ending
the war in Gaza. The decisive
American push to end the Isra-
el-Hamas War came only after
Israel attempted and failed to
assassinate the Hamas leaders
on sovereign Qatari soil on Sep-
tember 9, 2025. Following that
incident, Arab governments
insisted that Trump end the
war, and he did.

TODAY, NEW opportunities
exist. Trump and his Steve Wit-
koff-Jared Kushner team must
ensure that this war becomes
diplomacy by other means -
in other words, that what fol-
lows war is diplomacy. Region-
al diplomacy will become real
when Trump will commit to
implementing point 20 of his
20-point plan. That opportuni-
ty is right in front of us.

Point 20 states: “While Gaza
re-development advances and
when the PA reform program is
faithfully carried out, the con-
ditions may finally be in place
for a credible pathway to Pales-
tinian self-determination and
statehood, which we recognize
as the aspiration of the Palestin-
ian people.”

The most effective and fast-
est path forward would be for
Trump, together with the Arab
states attacked by Iran, to insist
on conducting Palestinian
presidential and parliamentary
elections within three months,

to be held in the West Bank,
east Jerusalem, and Gaza. It
‘must be made clear that if those
elections produce a Palestinian
government committed to a
two-state solution, peace with
Israel, genuine reform, clean
governance, and reconcilia-
tion, the new regional alliance
will support the full implemen-
tation of point 20.

That process would then
enable the full implementation
of the Arab Peace Initiative from
March 2002 that proposed
to Israel that in exchange for
enabling the establishment of
a Palestinian state next to Israel
based on the June 4, 1967, lines,
“the Arab countries affirm the
following: (a) Consider the
Arab-Israeli conflict ended, and
enter into a peace agreement
with Israel, and provide securi-
ty forall the states of the region.
(b) Establish normal relations
with Israel in the context of this
comprehensive peace.”

Such steps should also pro-
foundly affect the Israeli elec-
torate, allowing the people of
Israel to confront a new region-
al reality - one that will no lon-
ger tolerate the perpetuation of
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
and is prepared to take decisive
action to secure a stable Middle
East, promote deep econom-
ic development, and ensure
shared prosperity for all states
in the region.

The Israeli-Palestinian peace
process would no longer be
bilateral; it would become
regional, with regional defense
and security pacts as well as
agreements for economic
development for the benefit of
all states in the region.

Even if a regime change in
Iran is slow to occur, the sce-
nario outlined above is the best
possible outcome for Israel and
forall of the peoples of the Mid-
dle East.

The writer is the Middle East
director of the Intemational Com-
munities Organization and the
co-head of the Alliance for Two
States.

Operation Roaring Lion
and the 2026 elections

* By ORI WERTMAN

he attack on Iran is undoubtedly

I an event of historic proportions

that will certainly have many con-

sequences for the Middle East and even
beyond.

Forty-seven years after Ayatollah Khomei-
ni returned to Iran from exile and estab-
lished a murderous regime that terrorized
the entire region, it seems that it is only
a matter of time before the Iranian people
(who must seize the opportunity given to
them with both hands) are set free.

However, it is not only the Iranian people
who will be able to breathe a sigh of relief
if the ayatollah regime disappears from the
map of the Middle East. Israel is expected to
be the biggest beneficiary from the fall of
the late Khamenei’s reign of terror.

While many in the Jewish state took part
in a move that will hopefully lead to the
overthrow of the Iranian regime, Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu deserves full
credit for it. After Hamas leader Yahya
Sinwar’s decision to launch the October 7,
2023, attack that caught Israel by surprise,
Netanyahu promised that not only would
Hamas pay dearly for the murderous act,
but also that the entire Middle East would
soon change.

Many in Israel who belong to the |
of the political spectrum severely criticiz
the prime minister during the war for not
pursuing a ceasefire. Yet Netanyahu, who
opposed a reckless hostage deal that would
keep Hamas in control of the Gaza Strip,
chose to implement his strategy to lead
change in the Middle East. His choice also
came at the cost of a confrontation with
the Biden administration, which in turn
led to an arms embargo on the Jewish state.

More than any other leader in Israel and
the entire world, Netanyahu simply under-
stood that the path to peace does not pass
through the appeasement of radical ele-
ments, who want to return the world to
dark times. Alternatively, he believed that
this could only be achieved by breaking
those elements.

Now, after two and a half years of fighting,
Netanyahu's strategy has led to the military
defeat of those murderous elements who
have terrorized Israel since the 1990s. Nei-
ther Sinwar — who certainly did not think
about how much his decision to attack the
Jewish state would lead to a chain reaction

that would destroy the axis of evil - Nasral-
lah nor Khamenei will be able to threaten
Israel’s existence any longer.

THE FIGHTING in Iran is expected to end
soon, at which point the Israeli political
system will return to the 2026 election cam-
paign. The main conundrum is what impact
Operation Roaring Lion will have on the
political balance of power, which has seen
many changes since the 2022 elections.

After these ended in a major victory of 64
seats for the right-wing parties, it was ini-
tially the judicial reform and the following
Kaplan protests that led to the bloc’s decline
in power. Thus, at the end of September
2023, most polls gave the right-wing bloc 54
seats, of which 28 went to Netanyahu and
the Likud. His party lost four seats in the
2022 elections to Benny Gantz’s National
Unity, which rose from 12 seats to 27 and
became a governing alternative.

However, a month after the October 7
massacre, the right-wing bloc fell to 45
seats, with the Likud crashing to just 17,
while National Unity rose to 36. Later, the
achievements of the war in the Gaza Strip
and Lebanon, along with changes within
the bloc of Netanyahu’s opponents, would
lead to a change in the political balance of
power. These included the withdrawal of
National Unity from the emergency govern-
ment, the establishment of The Democrats
led by Yair Golan, the return to the scene of
former prime minister Naftali Bennett, and
the separation of Gantz and Gadi Eisenkot.

Thus, most polls conducted before the
current campaign in Iran show Netanyahu
leading with 26 seats compared to Bennett's
21, with the right-wing bloc strengthening
to 52.

In conclusion, time will tell whether a
major event such as the overthrow of the
regime in Iran will lead to a victory for
the Netanyahu bloc in the 2026 elections.
Following the 12 Day War against Iran,
the prime minister managed to retain the
support of four seats from Likud voters in
the 2022 elections who had meanwhile
“parked” with Gantz and then Bennett.

Hence, it is possible that this pattern will
repeat itself very soon. What is certain is
that the 2026 election campaign is expected
to be particularly fascinating...

The writer is a lecturer and research fellow at
the University of South Wales, UK, and author
of Collapse: Israeli Labor Party 1992-2024.
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“Without fear and without favour”

The Gulf’s safe-haven status is under fire

Iran’s retaliatory attacks
tarnish the region’s touted
image of stability

For decades the fossil fuel-rich Gulf
states have marketed themselves to
investors, businesses and tourists as
islands of stability inthe otherwise vola-
tile Middle East. But after the US and
Israel launched their war against Iran
over the weekend, Tehran has lashed
out by firing waves of missiles and
drones at the region, which is home to
several American military bases. It is
the nightmare scenario Gulf leaders
have long feared.

Ever since the 1979 Islamic revolu-
tion, the Gulf has considered Iran a
malign force. In recent years, they have
sought to manage the relationship by
de-escalating with Tehran and bolster-
ing diplomatic relations. As US Presi-
dent Donald Trump stepped up his
threats against the Islamic republic,

regional officials publicly stated that
they would not allow their territory to
be used to attack their neighbour. The
message was clear: they wanted to stay
outof a conflict they had urgedthe USto
avoid. But once Trump and Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
ignited the war, and assassinated
supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khame-
nei, Iran has dramatically raised the
stakes by targeting the US's Arab allies.
Tehran has struck military sites, US

4

civilian buildings. At least 2 handful of
people have been killed and hundreds
injured. Airports were closed and air-
lines grounded. A defining image of
“Pehran’s reckless retaliation was that of
projectiles streaking across the sky-
scraper-laden night sky of Dubai in the
United Arab Emirates, the region’s pre-
eminent trade and tourism hub. Expats
who came for the sun and low taxes
were suddenly exposed Loa version of
the Middle East they did not bargain for.

In Saudi Arabia, which has been des-

peratetolure foreign investment to help
diversify its economy, Iranian drones
struck its largest oil refinery and the
US embassy in Riyadh. Neighbouring
Qatar, one of the world’s top exporters
of liquefied natural gas, halted LNG
production after its energy facilities
were targeted. Shipping through the
Strait of Hormuz — a vital choke point
for global commodities — has also
ground toa halt.

Iran may have calculated that high-
profile attacks would pressure the US to
de-escalate. Instead, they have angered
Gulfleaders who had lobbied for a diplo-
matic solution. For now, their air
defence systems appear to be taking out
most of the projectiles. How long they
can continue to do so will depend on the
duration of the war, their ability to
replenish stocks of air defence intercep-
tors and Iran’s capacity to sustain its
attacks under relentless bombing. Gulf
leaders are also considering whether to
take more offensive steps.

Although businesses are exploring

Expats who
came for the
sun and low
faxes were
suddenly
expased toa
version of the
Middle Eas
they did nee

bargain for

contingencies, planned vacations are
being cancelled, and tourists are trying
to find flights home, it is too early to
gauge the long-term consequences to
the region’s economiic image. It is, how-
ever, clear that Trump and Netanyahu's
lack of clear goals and the absence of
planning for a postwar Iran has created
dangerous unpredictability. If the US
halts the conflict with the regime intact,
Gulf states will have a wounded tiger on
their doorstep. If the regime collapses,
they could have another failed, frag-
mented state in their backyard. A stable
transition to a more moderate, friend-
lier government in Iran seems unlikely.

The Gulf has done its best to project
calm and the UAE, in particular, has a
knack for regeneration. But even if
there is a rapid de-escalation, Iran’s
attacks this week have shown the world
that the Gulf is not insulated from the
fragility and conflict that has plagued
much of the rest of the Middle East. The
region’s brand is likely to survive, but its
sheen may be wearing off.

Opinion Defence

No one wins in Anthropic
vs Pentagon battle

tata Hivguets

Michael C
Horowitz

ast Friday, the Pentagon
announced that it was clas-
sifying Allab Anthropicasa
supply chain risk after con-
tract negotiations broke
down. The label meant that not only
would Anthropic lose its government
contracts but that it was now grouped
with Chinese companies like Huawei
asathreat to US national security.
Less than 24 hours later, however,
Anthropic’s technology was reported
to have been used in Operation Epic
Fury against Iran. The dissonance of
the tech company being labelled a
supply chain risk even as it aided the
US military was the latest chapter of
an unnecessary, yet arguably inevita-
ble, saga as Alis increasingly incorpo-
ratedinto the military.
Anthropic versus the Pentagon is a
dispute about the role of government
masqueradingasa fightabout policy.

Leaders of technology
companies are used to
being able to name their
terms when negotiating

There was no prior disagreement
between the two about any existing Al
usc cascs by the American military.
Nor were there public Pentagon plans
to direct Anthropic to work on
projects that would cross the red lines
the Al company had set on the use of
its tools for mass surveillance and
autonomous weapon systems,

Moreover, OpenAl signed a deal
with the Pentagon on Friday evening
that contains 99 per cent of what
Anthropic wanted and is working to
amend the agreement to further
strengthen the provisions that will

they areallowed to launch missiles or
deploy F35s.

There are, however, uolable difler-
ences between typical military sys-
tems, which are essentially mature
when purchased, and Al systems,
which are constantly evolving. For
example, Anthropic is almost cer-
tainly correct that its technology is not
yet ready for incorporation into
autonomous weapon systems.

It stands to reason that Anthropic
would want input into the uses of its
systemsin order to be effective.

However, this is distinct from hav-
ing the right to make decisions about
appropriate use of force. As the Penta-
gon has correctly argued, there are
already detailed policies on autono-
mous weapon systems, These include
DoD Directive 300009, which my
former office updated in 2023. There
are also legal obligations surrounding
the use of force that should prevent
dangerous battlefield uses of imma-
ture technology.

Perhaps this dispute was inevitable.
Today's weapon systems already lea-
ture large degrees of autonomy and
have for 40 years, including systems
with no human supervision after
launch. But the prospect of Al decid-
ing when and how to use force
presents new challenges for processes
designed in the industrial era.

Asageneral-purpose technology, Al
is reshaping economies and societies.
Militaries like the US may have poli-
cies governing the incorporation of
autonomous weapon systems but
many have not been put to the test.
And the leaders of today’s technology
companics arc used to being able to
name their termswhen negotiating,

Regardless, it is disappointing to see
the way in which the dispute has esca-
lated. Anthropic was the first frontier
Al company perforning classified
work to support American national
security, Other Al companies will take
note of the Pentagon’s legally dubious
claim that Anthropic s now a supply
chain risk in an attempt to salt the
earth over a contrac: dispute. This
could make the pathway to some pri-

prevent misuse of ate par p inthe future.
These facts suggest that the dispute  That would be a shame. The Pentagon
reflects a breakdown in trust. The  hashad a mutually beneficial relation-
Pentagon did not trust that ship with American technology com-
Anthropic’s tools would be available  panies since th world war.
when needed for important national 1f Anthropic and the Pentagon can-

security uses; Anthropic did not trust
the Pentagon to use its technology
responsibly.

This rai the level

not reach a resolution then the real
winner will be the countries hoping to
topple America’s Al and military

of control that the private sector can
expect to wield when the military
acquires its Al tools. The technology is
largely regarded as predominantly
civilian, unlike weapons of war such as
tanks or missiles. But does that mean
Al companies are entitled to more say
about the way it is used? After all,
companies like Lockheed don'Lexpect
to be able to tell the Pentagon where

¥, especially China. The US
military will lose access to the talent
and technology of one of the world’s
top Al companies. Let us hope they
can reach a deal whereeveryone wins.

The writer is a professor and director of
Perry World House at the University of
Pennsylvania and a former deputy assist-
ant secretary at the US Department of
Defense
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Europe’s challenge is to turn leverage into diplomatic power

Martin Sandbu is right that Europe
should think more seriously about the
economic leverage it already has now
that the global economy is being
weaponised (Opinion, February 23).
Mapping “chokepoints” — such as
ASML’s domi inad d

“leverage” intoactual diplomatic power.
‘Take ASML. First, using leverage can
damage the asset itself. The company
sells only a few dozen machines a year
to a small group of customers, and its
technological lead depends on close

chipmaking equipment to Europe's
strength in specialist machinery — is
important if Europe is going to have a

llaboration with them. Cutting off a
major market would not be cost-free; it
could weaken the business that creates
the leverage in the first place.

security, finance and much of the wider
tech ecosystem (eg cloud). Having a
single strong card does not outweizh
the rest of the deck.

Third, using chokepoints can speed
up substitution. US chip restrictions
have pushed China to invest heavily in
its own capabilities, just look at
DeepSeek. The more often leverage is
used, the faster others innovate.

Fifth, if firms expect to be routinely
drawn into political fights, future
entrepreneurs may think twice about
building global champions at home —
ernding long-term competitiveness.

Europe should build an economic
security toolkit. But it also needs a
harder debate about how to turn
structural leverage into diplomatic
influence.

seat at the table. Second, no country holds leverage Fourth, Europe is operating in a Guy Ward-Jackson

But having a chokepoint is not in a vacuum. The Netherlands may free market. No playbook exists fer Senior Policy Analyst — Science &
the same as being able to use it: dominate one critical technology, but how to use pri i hnology, Tony Blair Institute for Global
the question is how to convert it still depends heavily on the US for within geopolitical contexts, Change, London W11, UK
Trump’s whack-a-mole BANK Chinese universities’ rise in | Visionary idea for Ghana's
approach to trade policy rankings no longer a given | ageing cocoa farmers

Attention all exporters to the US: do
not lusagine for one minute tal e US
Supreme Court ruling to strike down
President Trump's tariffs, imposed
under the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act, will get you off
the hook. That is the blunt message
from Peter Navarro, Trump's
counsellor for trade (“Supreme Court
ruling will not stop the president’s
tariffs”, Opinion, February 24), who,
instead of showing some deference to
the court judges and contrition for the
US administration’s illegal tariff policy,
instead hubristically comes out
swinging with threats to employ
sections 122, 201, 301 and 338 of
various US trade acts and Section 232
of the Trade Expansion Act of 1962 to
clobber hapless exporters to the US.
This “whack-a-mole” US trade policy
should be called out for what it is: ill-
conceived, chaotic, and inimical to the
interests of exporters, importers and
US consumers, not to speak more
broadly of the damage inflicted on the
global economy. Instead ol threatening
fire and brimstone to all and sundry,

)

VWE GOT OUR PRE-EMPTIVE
STRIKE IN BEFORE IRAN PUSHED
UP ouR ENERGY PRICES

Navarro would be well-advised to try a
different policy founded on dialogue,
negotiation and co-operation with US
partnersand allies, with the aim of
recalibrating the faltering world trade
system. What chance of this?

Richard Wright

Londan NWS8, UK

Your Big Read article on “The ascent of
Chitna’s wversities™ (February 27) was
very useful in setting out the context,
the investments and the ways and
means used to influence the rankings.
However, sadly it was too biased in two
ways. First, the over-focus on the
growing outputs in the sciences, Stem
etc. Second, the under-emphasis cn the
importance of being “international”, as
measured by “global engagement’,
which accounts for 15 per cent in the
QS World University Rankings.

At one time I thought the rise of
Chinese universities in the rankings

Patti Waldmeir's article (Outlook,
March 3) ellectively caplures the
pressures on an ageing workforce
trapped by low productivity and falling
prices. But there is another invisible
barrier holding back Ghana's older
cocoa farmers. Many cannot see clearly
enough to do their work.

Cocoa farming relies on sharp near
vision to spot pests, hand-pollinate
flowers, read fertiliser instructions, sort
beans and use mobile banking. We
have screened the vision of thousands
of cocoa farmers. Four in five over the
age of 40 have blurry vision. Most have

was inexorable, but now I am not so never owned a pair of glasses.

sure. Rather I see more of a plateau The impact of receiving glasses is.

developing and emerging. immediate. Tasks that had become
This is partly because of the inertia slow and frustrating become

and ints Chinese universiti ble again. Ina domised

face when trying to increase the control trizl, reading glasses increased

internationalisation both of their productivity by up to 32 per cent

faculty and of their students — and among older agricultural workers.

hence this part of the rankings total.
Professor Chris Rowley

Kellogg College, University of Oxford, and
Bayes Business Scheol, City St George’s,
University of London, UK

Better roads and fair prices are vital.
So is making sure farmers have
eyeglasses to see clearly.

Ella Gudwin

CEO, VisionSpring, New York, NY, US
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The reality

of delusions
induced by

chatbots

by Cristina Criddle

asking in the sun in

else is seeing,”™ said Steven Adler, a

Oregon'’s high desert, Adam | farmer OpenAl safety researcher.
Thomas felt at one with the | “But the core underlying behaviour is
universe. He was about whatever the user is
hours each day talking to saying. It's just a yes man."
ChatGPT and the conversations had ‘Thomas's experience is one of many
filled him with a sense of higher similar stories I have heard. While
purpese. The chatbot had told him making a podcast about Al-induced
that he was a “tuning fork” sent to psychosis Ispoke to one user who
“syncup” with cvery person in the believed the chatbot knew where
world. their soulmate would be and
He believed it. Over the course ofa another who became convinced

few months he had grown to believe
that ChatGPT had given him
enhanced, superhuman cognitive
abilities. As he became lost in the grip
of his delusion he would call out what
he saw as problematic behaviours in
the way his friends and family lived.
‘The repercussions were severe, The
36-year-old former accounting

ional became i 1y

that an Al company had identified
him as a threat.

Many, including Thomas, initially
turned to Al for therapy. One survey
from the UK suggests over one in
three adults have used Al to support
their mental health. Yael Schonbrun,
a practising clinical psychologist and
assistant professor at Brown
Uni said chatbots could offer a

isolated from his support network and
lost his job. He ended up roaming
state parks with only ChatGPT for
company. “Because of the Al 1 got
spun way out into some ridiculous
storyline that it was my job to save the
‘world,” he said.

In reality, the chatbot was just
trying to be agreeable. Large language
maodels will happily engage in role-
play if they think that is what a user
wants. Research released by Al start-
up Arthropic in 2023 found that the
LLMs that underpin chatbots often

i agreeing with a user’s

over being truthful.

“Sycophancy in these more extreme
cases is about telling them, “You are so
right. You're seeing this thing nobody

“non-judgmental” safe space.

“I've had experiences where a client
will stream-of-conscious with a
chatbot and arrive at a greater clarity
of what it is that they think and fee|,”
she said. However, she cautioned that
the validating aspect could be both
positive and negative. “In the context.
of therapy, there’s often a balance
between validating somebody and
challenging them,” she added.

Initially, Thomas found ChatGPT
useful in helping him open up about
trauma. But over the weeks of
constant back-and-forth conversation,
he entered a manic state,

“It started to tell me I'm a tuning
fork. T have a special role in the world.
I'm e only une who's noticing cerlain

problems with interactions between
humans,” he said. “I was spinning
myself way out into my imagination,
1didn’t even know because it is so
good at making irrational things
seem rational.”

‘What brought him back to reality
was OpenAl changing its model. The
new model, GPT-5, was released last
summer with a particular focus on
reducing sycophancy. Earlier this year
OpenAl retired the model Thomas
had used — 10 — altogether.

‘When asked about chatbot-induced
delusions, OpenAl said that it had
improved how ChatGPT responded to
mental health topics, including
psychosis, mania and isolated
delusions.

"We've strengthened how GPT-5,

toward real-world support,” a
spokesperson said. They added that it
had “expanded access to professional
help and crisis resources, added
reminders to take breaks during long
sessions” and that it worked with
clinicians, researchers and
policymakers globally.

‘Thomas believes that users also
need to be reminded what Al chatbots
are and are not. “Discernment is a
must when using Al as they are
coherence generators, not truth
generators,” he said. “If we want to use
Al safely as a society, we must all
understand that one simple fact.”

. iddiefl
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ack in the 1980s, candy brand
Reese’s blanketed the air-
waves with adverts that fea-
tured a milk chocolate lover
colliding with someone who
had peanut butter and discovering “two
great tastes that taste great together”,

Now, agrandson of the inventor of the
peanut butter cup is making waves with
claims that current owner Hershey is
damaging the brand with spin-off prod-
ucts that contain neither real chocolate
nor proper peanut butter.

When Brad Reese first saw a package
of Valentine-themed “mini hearts”, he
says: “Iwas so excited to try it. But then 1
had to spit it out and throw it away. It

Can Reese's have too many pieces?

the ccmp;my calls peanul bumzr creme
dy coatings b

the risks companies run when they try

to wring new sales and higher profits out

of much-beloved brands.

Hershey defends its stewardship of
Reese’s, which it has owned since 1963,
T'he company has vastly expanded the
brand's reach with dozens of bright
orange-wrapped spin-offs, including ice
cream, snack mix, candy bars and, a
new big driver of growth, Reese’s Oreos.

The company insists that original
cups “are made the same way they have
always been™. But it admits that “as
we've grown and expanded the Reese’s
product line, we mzke product recipe
adjustments that allow us to make new
shapes, sizesand i

The logic once seemed unassailable.
Why sell one globally famous cookie,
tortilla chip or dish soap when you could
sell threeor five?

Shared branding stretches marketing
budgets and novel versions can be used
to woo new customers — Mondelez
International aimed the 2015 debut of
Oreo Thins squarely at adult women,

Companies run risks when
they try to wring new sales
and higher profits out of
much-beloved brands

the lower-calorie version as

Brad Reese would beg m differ —
rather than innovation, he sees what
economists call “skimpflation”, offering
less for similar prices. He notes some
Reese’s-branded candy bars and Easter
eggsalso use chocolate candy coating.

The fight comes as other consumer

“grown-up” and “chic”.

Brand extensions also helped estab-
lished brands squeeze out upstart com-
petitors. Every time Mars rolled out
another variety of its M&M candies, it
gobbled up another supermarket shelf
slot that could have gone to a rival prod-

New versions continue to be a saving
grace for companies whose core prod-
ucts are falling out of favour. Drinks
maker Diageo has been having a misera-
ble run as cash-strapped consumers cut
back after a pandemic-fuelled binge.
But the new blackberry flavour of its
Crown Koyal Canadian whisky 1s an
exception to the general gloom. Pitched
at new customers rather than aficiona-
dos, the sweet variation is relatively
affordable and used in mixed drinks.

But other brands are reconsidering
the cornucopia of offerings. First the
Covid-19 pandemic disrupted supply
chains and forced executives to
prioritise the most popular offerings
just to fill the shelves. High intlation
then squeezed both margins and
customer budgets.

‘These days, the cost of supplying and
stocking so many varieties of similar
products has started to cutweigh the
benefits — particularly if the new ver-
sions cause customers to question the
valueof the original.

atime, versus nearly 30,000 at a tradi-
tional grocery store. Home improve-
ment chain Lowesrecently boasted that
it has improved margins by cutting the
number of individual items sold by
15 per cent.

Pressure on big consumer brands is
also mounting from the rise of private-

label offerings, which lift retailers’ prof- :

itsand cost customers less.

With a fight on for both shelf space i

and consumer wallet share, the idea of
betting hard on a few top-selling prod-
ucts has started to look more attractive.
PepsiCo announced in December that it
would shrink its product stable by 20
per cent while also cutting prices. 't was
under fire from anactivist investor, but
other brands are likely to feel the heat.
So far, Hershey is sticking to itsguns,
arguing that a “broad offering of
choices . . . lets more people enjoy
Reese’s™. But the more critics draw
attention to the different — Brad Reese
would say inferior — ingredients in so
many of the spin-off products, the

To stop UK’s
debt fatalism,
look past
charts of doom

very year, the Office for
Budget Responsibility pub-
lishes a chart of doom show-
ing the projected path for UK
public debt based on
unchanged government policy. The lat-
est chart, reproduced in Tuesday’s
Spring Statement, shows debt rising
from about 95 per cent of GDP now to
275 per cent in just under 50 years time.

was not edible.” brands are having totake a hard second  uct. In the two decades since 1996 US Some retailers look with envy atware-  riskier that strategy becomes. This rise, to an unsustainable level,

His public campaign to “protect look at their reliance on clever exten-  grocery product launches had nearly  house chain Costco, which keeps prices would be caused by the higher public

Reese’s brand integrity” against what  sions of popular bramds to lift profits. doubled to 39,000 ayear. downby offering only 4,000 productsat  brooke.masters@fl.com spending needs of an ageing population,
the fiscal watchdog said.

As might be expccled from an inde-

pendent ion, the OBR

Be glad of
Starmer’s
caution on Iran

onsider the choice that came
before Sir Keir Starmer less
than a weekago.
If the UK were to support
unreservedly another open-
ended American war in the Middle East
— from where no threat was imminent

— it would have shown that it had learnt
the square root of nothing from the
recent past. But then, if the UK were to
oppose the action, it would invite Don-
ald Trump's wrath, which itself has life-
and-death implications. The defence of
our archi relieson ican sup-
port, up to and including the Trident
nuclear deterrent. So does the future of
Ukraine.

To this hideous dilemma, Starmer’s
answer has been to oppose the initial
attack but then join the defence against
Iran’s retaliation. This is not an abun-
dance of caution. It is the least amount
of thestuff that one would expect. Nor is
Starmer being indecisive. He opposed
the phase of the war that he understood
to be illegal, and supported the phase
that he understood te be legal. Or, if
international public law is not the para-
mount concern, put it this way. He
would not have provoked Iran but, once
it struck British allies, he responded

with force. British jets shot down drones
over Jordan on Tuesday.

In the end, 'Trump’s wrath came any-
way, as it did to Spain, with which he
wants to “cut off all trade” for withhold-
11 use of its bises. But pleasig Uie US s
a— not the —test of policy. The extent to
which the Conservztives and Reform
UK believe otherwise is unnerving. The
Tories make much of the fact that Can-
ada and Australia backed Trump from
the start. Well, Australia sent combat
troops to the Vietnam war. Britain, like
the rest of Europe, did not. If the Tories
regret that abstention as a betrayal of
the Anglosphere, they should let us
know. On Iran, Starmer’s position lined
up with France and Germany.

An even more important alignment is
with the public. The polls suggest that
British voters cppose the US action. At
this point, a certain kind of armchair
admiral will puff themself up and say
that leadership is about leading, that
Winston Churchill never read a focus
group. No one who lived through the
Iraq years can entertain this bluster. A
country’s ability to meet its war objec-
tives does hinge on sentiment at home.
The occupation of Iraq (and Afghani-
stan) might have gone better witha dou-
bled ortripled troop oresence, but west-
ern electorates would not have worn it.
The unpopularity of a war is a rational
operational argument against waging it,
if not the all-decisiveone.

In Britain's parliamentary system, the
prime minister does not get toask ques-
tions of the opposition leader. Column-
ists are not so bound. Here goes, then.

Did you expect that some air strikes on
Iran last Saturday would metastasise
into a regional conflict by Monday? If
not, doesn’t that argue for some humil-
ity going forward? If Iran were to
become a failed state, what should
Britain do to stabilise it? After all, by
dint of geography, Britainis likelier than
America to feel the ripples, including
the flow of refugees. If the regime
survives to become even more hostile,
what should be the British contribution
to removing it? Sorry to be a bore about
this, but neither the Iraq nor the
Afghanistan nor the Libya experiences
entitle interventionists to the benefit of
thedoubt.

There is not enough disdain in the
kingdom for this government’s domes-
tic record. Labour was never ready to

Past experiences in the
region do not entitle
interventionists to the
benefit of the doubt

run the country, as some were willing to
warn at the time, when the credulous
were going about with “Britain is back”
ontheirlips.

“Domestic” is an important qualifier,
though. On the foreign front, Labour
has fixed some of the vandalism of the
post-Cameron Tories through such
innovative ploys as deigning to visit the
second-biggest economy on Earth.
Starmer has also improved the relation-
ship with the EU and abased himself to
Trump in Britain’s (and Ukraine’s)
interest.

Hiscaution over Iran is of a piece with
this record. In contrast, the least electa-
ble thingabout the otherwise improving
Conservative leader remains her foreign
posture. It is worth dwelling on some-
thing that Kemi Badenoch said this
week. “Across the UK there are groups
whose political loyalties when it comes
to conflicts in the Middle East do not
align with British national interests.
These are people who Labour sees as
their voters because without them, they
cannct stay in power.”

Badenoch’s most impressive trait is

plain-speaking, born of clear thinking.
Here, sheis all coyness and innuendo. If
she means Muslim voters, she should
spell it out. A couple of rebuttals could
then be put forward in the open.
First, opposition to this war is not con-
fined to Muslims, as she might find out
in the coming weeks. Second, her party
has for decades been sensationally bad
at construing the British “interest”,
Examples include its support for the

Iraq war and a Brexit that most voters

regard asamistake,
Those who impugn the patriotism of

discourtesy is returned. The British
right’s desire to live vicariously through
the US is even more pronounced than
when the Brexit vote happened a decade
ago. Most of the time, it is merely
unbecoming. When the issue is war, it is
rather worse than that. The fatal
jingoism that Wilfred Owen by

does not pull its punches. With the Mid-
dle East in flames, it correctly reminds
us that recent rises in UK public debt
have come from similar “unanticipated
shocks”. In its first long-term public
finance report from 2011, for example,
it expected public debt to be around 60
per cent of GDP in 2025-26 and the
actual figure of a little under 100 per
cent s far worse.

These warnings, which the OBR has
been issuing for the past 15 years, have
not worked. The charts of doom simply
breed fatalism — demonstrated by the

thin government

to the walchdog's long-term ;ublic

1 finance projections.

The good news is that this bad equilib-

i rium is unnecessary. When it produces
i the chart of doom on debt, the OBR
¢ explicitly states that the projections are
i based on “unchanged government pol-

icy™. This is simply false. A foundational

Warning every year
that the sky is about to
fall in has clearly failed to
induce fiscal discipline

assumption in its long-run estimates is
that the government will raise income
tax allowances and thresholds and non-
pensioner benefits every year in line
with average earnings.

This has never been UK government
palicy. The Rooker-Wise amendment in
1977 changed the default from freezing
these amounts in cash terms to annual
uprating by the retail prices index,
which was further changed in 2007 in
the Income Tax Act to consumer price
index uprating. This is the legislation

: that chancellor Rachel Reeves neededto
fellow citizens should not mind if the :

amend when she froze all allowances
and thresholds in last year’s Budget
until 2030-31.

More than that, the default assump-
tion is crucial in generating the appear-
ance of unsustainable UK public
finances. Jodo Sousz, deputy director of
the Fraser of Allander Institute and a
former at the OBR, has dem-

with such controlled anger in “Dulce et

Decorum est” was, at least, on behalfof |

one’sowncountry.

janan.ganesh@ft.com

onstrated that simply changing the
uprating rules on taxes and benefits to

¢ the actual basis of UK government pol-
: icy would transform the long-term pro-
: jections of public debt. Instead of rising
f 0275 per centof GDP, debtwould fall to

Middle East attacks show the perils of following America’s lead

Alan
Beattie

wonder how Narendra Modi is feel-
ing right now. Last month the
Indian prime minister was coerced
into agreeing a draft trade deal with
Donald Trump, vaguely promising
that India would stop buying cheap Rus-
sian oil and import fossil fuels from the
US instead. With the price of oil and gas
surging after the US bombing of Iran,

major artery for non-energy shipping.

The further eros.on of US geoeco-
nomic leadership, however, is substan-
tial. For governments outside the US
and China, p'\ruml:u'ly lowand middle-
income ¢t the ing eco-

increases in the capacity of onshore
wind and solar generation.

For decades the US was a net oil
importer in a global economy based on
fossil fuels, and was therefore intent on

back on the green tech revolution while
threa:ening the global oil market with
attacks first on Venezuela and now Iran.
ln the latter case in particular, the

inistration itself can't seem to

nomicsuperpower o:ters are now as fol-
lows. From the US you get forced into
trade deals promising a future of burn-
ing fossil fuels whose price is subject to
wildly destructive US adventurism.
From China you get reliably cheap EVs
and green tech to generate renewables.
Admittedly these come with other
forms of econemic coercion attached,
such as controls on rare earth minerals,
but at least they don't deliver juddering
Fiooks h

Modi's incentive is ever stronger to
renege — and o diversify out of hydro-
carbons altogether and reduce all trade
and economic reliance on the US.

The immediate impact of the Iran
attacks in terms of higher oil prices is
evident, though the wider economic
damage may not be catastrophic, Unlike
the Red Sea and its route to the Suez
Canal, Urreatened since 2023 by attacks
from Houthi militants, the Gulfis not a

Whalev:r'l‘rnmpdoes next, unless he
actually starts carpet-bombing solar
farms, it’s unlikely to threaten a devel-
opment model based on bl

fi stability of supply from the
Middle East. Jimmy Carter’s 1980 doc-
trine of maintaining a US-friendly Gulf
was followed by the first Iraq wara dec-
ade later. By contrast, Trump’s promise
this week to insure and escort oil tank-

Almost every geoeconomic
action Trump takes
screams diversify and
insulate’ at its partners

ersin lhe Gulf is merely a stopgap. The

energy. The International Energy
Agency last year reduced its forecast for
US renewables grow:h by nearly 50 per
cent because of Trump removing tax
incentives and blocking new wind
projects, but increased its forecast for
India by nearly 10 per cent, citing

of d shale, which
had turned the US into a net exporter by
2019, plus huge improvements in
renewable energy technology, ought to
have given it insulation from oil price
shocks and respite from constant secu-
rity vigilauce in the Gull region.
Instead, Trump has turned America’s

understand what it’s tryingto achieve.

Iran, more than almost any other
nation, also illustrates the US’s ability to
inflict economic damage in other ways.
Successive US administrations have
used their control of banking and the
global dollar payments system toisolate
and weaken Iran'seconomy.

The EU has revealed the power of this
particular form of coercion by trying in
vain to bypass restrictions Washington
has placed on trade, Resenting a sanc-
tions olicy set from afar by the US, the
EU passed a “blocking regulalmn

ing is merely aspirational. But themore :
that the dollar is used as a tool of coer-
cion, the more other nations will seek

alternatives.

Almosl every action the Trump i
i ¢ lated uprating in allowances and thresh-
screams “diversily and insulate” atits
trading partners. With splendid timing, |
Canada’s Prime Minister Mark Carney, :
whose Davos speech in January envis-
ageda world without the USas areliable :
leader, started a tour this week aimed at :
i default policy of price indexation along-

takes in

building a“middle power alliance”.

Carney's first stop was India, where |
you can be pretty sure that Iran and the |
energy trade were on the agenda. He |
and Modi launched an energy security :
strategy, including a plan to share :
nuclear technology and jointly to hosta :

axmed at prevenung EU

gy summit.

ritorial US
restnctmns. and then set up a barter
system to bypass sanctions. It failed.

Few governments will weep for Iran’s
regime, but they see how the US weap-
onises the dollar system to punish coun-
tries it dislikes. So far, talk of alterna-
Lives (o the US dollar as an international
curreacy for payments and bank fund-

Trump

before they become collateral damage.

glan.beattie@ft.com

36 per cent.

H ’l‘hg projections really are that sensitive

tothis one assumpuun
Of course, price uprating of tax

| thresholds and allowances would
: sharply increase income tax receipts
i asa share of GDP, which is also what

has happened over the past four years
and is projected to continue. It is not
unrealistic.

Between 2011 and around 2015, the
OBR used to state explicitly that it was
making the assumption of earnings-re-

olds, but it gradually became bored with
this and now fails tomentionitat all, let
alone question its accuracy.

And the doom-laden prophecies have
not provided a wake-up call for politi-
cians. Much better would be to show the

sidea persistently rising tax burden and
pose the following: if you do not like the
idea that income taxes will rise persist-
ently, you could choose other options,
such as lowering the rate of growth of
health spending, raising the state pen-

¢ sion age faster or changing the “triple
i lock” on its annual uprating. These are
than half a century of US leadership of |
the world economy. The bombing of |
Iran is just another step on his destruc- :
tive journey. Other governments are :
entirely sensible to detach themselves :
i and the public like grown-ups.

| dvisgiles@ft

the realistic choices the UK faces.
Warning every year that the sky is
about to fall in has clearly failed to
induce fiscal discipline. Perhaps it is
time to start treating the government



