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Straws in the wind

Indias voters do not seem averse to

he by-elections held on July 30, 2026 in
T three Assembly constituencies across

three Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-ruled
States threw up some surprises, but it may be ris-
ky to read them as indicators of any definitive or
enduring political trend. Still, Bankipur in Bihar,
Datia in Madhya Pradesh and Manjalpur in Guja-
rat were among the most closely watched electo-
ral contests. Though involving only three seats,
the results were significant, offering clues about
regional political currents, the strength of major
parties and the prospects of emerging political
formations. These were also the first electoral
tests after student protests forced the BJP to re-
move Union Education Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan on July 25. The most consequential re-
sult came from Bankipur. The seat fell vacant af-
ter BJP national president Nitin Nabin resigned
following his election to the Rajya Sabha. Jan Su-
raaj Party (JSP) founder Prashant Kishor chose
the constituency for his electoral debut, turning
what would otherwise have been a routine by-
election into a high-profile political contest. He
defeated BJP candidate Neeraj Kumar by 19,324
votes, ending decades of BJP dominance in the
constituency. It marks the JSP’s first major electo-
ral success and gives Mr. Kishor political legitima-
cy after years as an election strategist.

In Datia, the Congress secured an important
victory as its candidate, Ghanshyam Singh, de-
feated BJP candidate Ashutosh Tiwari by just over
6,000 votes. Unlike Bankipur, Datia witnessed a
robust voter turnout of 71.44%, indicating strong
local engagement with the contest and suggest-
ing that the Congress retains pockets of resilience
in Madhya Pradesh despite the BJP’s dominance.
The victory does not alter the balance of power in
the Assembly, but gives the Congress evidence
that local anti-incumbency and candidate-specif-
ic factors can still work in its favour. For the BJP,
the defeat serves as a inder that its id

Jammu and Kashmir — the elusive quest for Statehood

ugust 5 marks seven years since Jammu

and Kashmir (J&K)'s special status

(Article 370) was revoked by the

Narendra Modi administration; a few
days hence, August 9 will mark seven years of
J&K’s loss of Statehood. Both actions were
accompanied by the most dubious lockdown in
India’s history. Thousands of troops were flown
in, over 5,000 political leaders and cadre were
detained, and curfew was imposed together with
a communications blockade.

These were emergency measures, yet no
emergency was either visible or declared. The
Modi administration argued that its measures
were temporary and would lead to a violence-free
region in which economic growth would be
unleashed. Instead, and predictably, violence has
continued, as last year’s terrorist attacks in
Kashmir’s Pahalgam (April) and Delhi’s Red Fort
(November) attest; indeed, it has spread to areas
that were relatively dormant, such as
Poonch-Rajouri, and from there to adjoining
districts of J&K.

Economically, the region continues to suffer.
According to the J&K Economic Survey
20252026, the ratio of the region’s per capita
income to the national average is 76.6%, whereas
it was 79.9% in 2013-14, a fall of 3.3 percentage
points. Unemployment remains close to twice
that of the national average; graduate
unemployment is as high as 23.9%.

Lockdowns and summons

Kashmiri response to the Pahalgam attack was a
wholehearted rejection of violence, expressed in
peace marches and candlelit demonstrations. It
offered the Modi administration an opportunity
for peacebuilding on the ground, beginning with
the restoration of Statehood. Instead, the Union
Home Ministry chose an even more
heavy-handed security response. This year’s
Amarnath yatra is the most militarised in the
history of J&K. Citizens are routinely charged
under the draconian Jammu and Kashmir Public
Safety Act (PSA) and the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act on the flimsiest of grounds; mass
are common — over 2,000 were called

strength does not automatically translate into vic-
tory in every constituency. The third contest, in
Manjalpur produced a different outcome. The
BJP retained the constituency, with Satish Go-
vindbhai Patel defeating his rival by over 30,000
votes. Manjalpur demonstrates the BJP's ability
to hold its core support base. At the same time,
the outcomes in Bankipur and Datia suggest
some volatility among the BJP’s core social base
of Hindu voters, particularly the upper castes.
There is also a larger acceptance among the elec-
torate for fresh political experiments, and that is
a trend that connects what happened in the Ta-
mil Nadu Assembly elections with Bankipur. If
this trend holds, the challenge will be not only for
the BJP but also for other legacy parties, includ-
ing and particularly the Congress.

Top spot
India needs to upgrade infrastructure,

ne of the biggest impediments to India’s

0 aspiration to bid for the 2036 Olympics is
the lack of enough world-class perform-

ers. For India, a prospective host, targeting a
prestigious top-10 finish is a humongous task. In
the 21st century, the country achieved its best-ev-
er result of 48th with seven medals at the Tokyo
Olympics in 2021 and was 71st with six medals at
Paris 2024. India needs to win approximately 30
to 40 medals, including gold in double digits, to
be in the elite club. To chase this Olympic dream,
the Union Cabinet has approved an allocation of
329,054 crore — an eight-fold increase — for the
new phase of the Khelo India Scheme. The prim-
ary goal of this ambitious grassroots p

in for questioning after Constable Ashiq Hussain
Qureshi was shot on July 22 this year - curfews
are more often in place than not; and the Union
Territory has had the highest number of Internet
and communications shutdowns in the country
since 2019.

At the time, few recognised how momentous
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Seven years on,
J&K still awaits
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governance

the Modi administration’s actions were, not only
in what they did but also in how they did it.
Article 370 was hollowed out by executive fiat — a
Governor who later said he was ‘ordered’ to sign
by the Union Home Minister. Statehood was
removed by legislative fiat, via a Parliament which
did not even consider consulting J&K’s people or
political leaders. No Indian State had been
stripped of its Statehood since Delhi lost its
Statehood in 1956.

Together, the two actions comprised a
breathtaking violation of India’s constitutional
principles and the basic structure of the Union.
They should have been seen as the second major
salvo against India’s democracy — the first being
the re-communalisation of the Indian polity
through state-sanctioned attacks on Muslims and
Christians — but instead they were hived off as
specific to conflict-ridden Jammu and Kashmir.

The belief that draconian measures are
justified in a conflict-ridden region is
fundamentally flawed both morally and
pragmatically, as India knows from its own
colonial past. Morally, the argument that
subjugation is a means towards a desirable end

administration has few powers. It is the
Lieutenant-Governor who controls the
administration, the police and government
prosecutors under the 2024 Transaction of
Business Rules; he has now been granted

v powers over telec ications. As
an appointee rather than an elected
representative, the Lieutenant-Governor is not
accountable to the people.

Accountability through democracy
Thanks to India’s young, who so joyfully turned
the derogatory ‘cockroach’ into an assertion of
strength, accountability has acquired a salience
that it had been stripped of over the past decade.
Fortuitously, J&K's ruling National Conference
party had already decided to renew a campaign
for the restoration of Statehood that the Congress
party had launched two years ago but persisted
with only fitfully. Now the campaign for
Statehood must couch itself in the name of
accountability.

As the Constitution clearly recognised, an
elected administration is the only way to provide
for accountability. Though accountability needs

masks the point that is a repug

end per se, never a means. Pragmatically, as India
knows from its more recent past, subjugation
only breeds disaffection which will likely express
itself in violence when peaceful means of
expression are disallowed.

Yet, the deployment of the argument has
allowed the Modi administration to get away with
direct rule for seven years. The Supreme Court of
India let Solicitor General of India Tushar Mehta
parrot the argument for four years before weakly
advising that Statehood be restored as soon as
possible.

Three more years have passed since then,
without the Court hearing petitions seeking a
timeline for restoration. At no point did the Court
question the Union on the utility of its measures
on constitutionally moral, or even merely
pragmatic, grounds.

Lieutenant-Governor holds power
'he Constitution limited the imposition of

emergency conditions to six months. Yet, in J&K,
emergency conditions have not been lifted for
seven years. Though the J&K High Court has

dly and increasingly | d the misuse
of draconian laws by the J&K police, its strictures
do not appear to have led to reform. J&K held
elections two years ago, but the elected

g by an indep

oversight and autonomous institutions and a free
media, these too require an elected
administration to develop. At base, civil society
acquires some space to push for reform under an
elected administration, which it lacks under an
appointed administration.

Over the past decade, J&K has acquired a
number of ugly firsts. It was the first State to
undergo wide use of the semi-lethal pellet guns in
2016. (Ironically, pellet guns were developed
partly as a less lethal response to the
stone-pelting agitation in 2010. Our Interlocutors
report had criticised their induction.) It was the
first State to lose its special status and its
Statehood in 2019. It was the first State to
undergo a communal delimitation in which
Jammu’s demography was altered by the creation
of additional Hindu-majority constituencies,
some of them with populations below 50,000, in
2022,

Is it not time for J&K to experience some
positive firsts instead of suffering only ugly ones?
After all, it was the first State to overcome
communal gerrymandering when the 2024
elections yielded a majority for the pluralist
National Conference-Congress alliance. It is only
fitting that it also be the first State to regain the
Statehood that has been withheld for so long.

NATO enters a new strategic era of transformation

North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)

in 1949, Washington is asking Europe not
merely to spend more on defence but also to
assume primary responsibility for its own
security. This marks a fundamental shift in the
transatlantic compact and signals the emergence
of a new phase in the Alliance’s e ion. The

F or the first time since the creation of the

Advitya Madan

precision strike capabilities and accelerated
efforts to strengthen NATO’s defence industrial
base. The underlying message was unmistakable:
Europe must assume greater responsibility for its
conventional defence as the U.S. increasingly
prioritises the Indo-Pacific.

Lord Ismay, NATO’s first Secretary General,
ly described the Alliance’s original

question is no longer whether NATO will endure,
but how it is adapting to a changing strategic
landscape.

America’s shift
The National Security Strategy of the United
States of America (November 2025) maintained
NATO as America’s principal transatlantic alliance
while signalling a significant shift in Washington's
expectations of European allies, particularly
regarding burden-sharing and collective defence
responsibilities. It argued that the era of the U.S.
serving as Europe’s primary security guarantor
was drawing to a close and that prosperous
European allies must shoulder greater

ibility for ing their own continent.

is to tap talent early for the 2036 Olympics. It
aims to increase Khelo India centres, State and
National centres of excellence and accredited
academies from roughly one per district — more
than 1,000 centres at present — to an average of
two or three. Involving schools and clubs, encou-
raging talented children to compete in club-level
events, upgrading facilities, and assimilating
grassroot-coaches and technical officials are es-
sential ingredients of the wholesome scheme.

A novel concept of upgrading the knowledge
of local coaches by helping them overcome the
language barrier posed by English, the formation
of a National Coach Accreditation Board to stan-
dardise coaching and better utilisation of physi-
cal education teachers are expected to impart
correct training at the basic level. In sync with the
National Education Policy, the Khelo India Feed-
er Schools and Khelo India Utkrishta Vidyalaya
initiatives are designed to integrate education
and sports. The existing Khelo India Athletes pro-
gramme, with 2,904 athletes, and the new
Emerging Khelo India Athletes initiative aim to
expand the talent pool to around 28,000. Talent
identification, digitisation of the sports ecosys-
tem to maintain data on every athlete, and a bot-
tom-to-top communication channel are its key
components. The overall outlay, including assis-
tance to National Sports Federations, stands at a
staggering ¥36,441 crore for 2026-31. However,
the biggest challenge will be effective and tran-
sparent implementation of the scheme. Enabling
talent to graduate to the highest level, already
backed by the Target Olympic Podium Scheme,
with an eye on the 2036 Olympics and beyond
will be crucial. The 2030 Commonwealth Games
in Ahmedabad will be an immediate test. The
other major hurdle for India’s attempt to emerge
as a sporting power is its dubious distinction as a
doping hub. Strict anti-doping measures, promo-
tion of a sports culture by maximising the scope
of the Fit India Movement, and a focus on grass-

‘While endorsing NATO’s commitment to increase
defence spending to 5% of GDP as the new
benchmark for burden sharing, the strategy
envisaged the U.S. remaining the Alliance’s
strategic enabler, nuclear guarantor and political
convener rather than its sole military backbone.
The objective is a stronger, more self-reliant
Europe that allows Washington to devote greater
strategic attention to the Indo-Pacific.

This rebalancing is already evident. Following
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in 2022, U.S. troop
strength in Europe rose to around 1,00,000
personnel. Since then, Washington has gradually
reversed that surge. During 2025-26, it withdrew
around 5,000 troops from Germany, cancelled
the planned deployment of 4,000 troops to
Poland, and reduced Brigade Combat Teams in
Europe from four to three, bringing the U.S.
military presence in Europe down to
approximately 75,000-80,000 troops — close to
pre-Ukraine war levels. The 36th NATO Summit in
Ankara in July 2026 reinforced this transition.
‘While reaffirming the Alliance’s commitment to
Article 5, members pledged €70 billion in military
assistance for Ukraine in 2026, committed to
sustaining comparable support in 2027, endorsed
European-led development of long-range
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NATO's
European shift
offers India new
strategic and
defence
opportunities

purpose as “to keep the Russians out, the
Americans in, and the Germans down”. While
that dictum captured the strategic logic of the
Cold War, NATO today has entered a distinctly
different phase that may be summed up as
keeping Russia deterred, America engaged and
Europe prepared.

NATO’s evolution over time

The Alliance’s evolution can be viewed in three
phases. NATO 1.0 (1949-1991) relied
overwhelmingly on American military and
nuclear power to deter Soviet aggression and
preserve transatlantic unity. NATO 2.0 (1991-2022)
followed the collapse of the Soviet Union,
expanding eastwards, incorporating former
Warsaw Pact members and undertaking
operations in the Balkans and Afghanistan. Yet,
this period also witnessed declining European
defence expendi and growing dependence on
the U.S. for intelligence, logistics, strategic
mobility and high-end military capabilities,
making burden sharing an increasingly
contentious issue.

The Russian invasion of Ukraine has ushered in
NATO’s third phase, a more balanced
transatlantic partnership in which Europe
assumes primary responsibility for conventional
defence while the U.S. continues to provide
strategic enablers such as nuclear deterrence,
intelligence, long-range precision strike
capabilities and global power projection. This is
less a story of American disengagement than one
of strategic redistribution.

The scale of Europe’s response was evident at
the 2025 Hague Summit, where NATO members

posture with new headquarters, formations and
bases facing NATO.

The more difficult challenge, however, is not
spending but replacing the American military
ecosystem. Even as European armies become
stronger, they continue to depend heavily on the
U.S. for intelligence, surveillance, satellite
support, command and control systems, strategic
airlift, missile defence, long-range precision strike
capabilities and, above all, the nuclear umbrella.
Washington’s reduction of rapid reaction assets,
including bombers, fighter aircraft, air-refuelling
tankers, warships, aircraft carriers and attack
submarines, together with the deferred
deployment of Tomahawk cruise missiles to
Germany, illustrates the extent of that
dependence. Europe’s central dilemma is
therefore not simply building larger armed forces
but developing the integrated capabilities that
have long underpinned NATO’s effectiveness. As
Poland’s Foreign Minister recently observed,
Europe does not need to match American
military powers; it simply needs to be stronger
than Russia.

New Delhi and the rebalance

For India, NATO’s transformation is less about
Europe than about the redistribution of American
strategic attention. A Europe capable of assuming
greater responsibility for its own security would
enable Washington to devote more diplomatic
attention, military resources and strategic
investments to the Indo-Pacific, reinforcing the
regional balance amid China’s growing
assertiveness. At the same time, a more capable
Europe could emerge as an important partner for
India in defence manufacturing, advanced
technologies, artificial intelligence, cybersecurity,
semiconductors and space.

New Delhi should therefore view these
changes through the prism of strategic
opportunity rather than alliance politics. Closer
cooperation with both the U.S. and Europe can
complement, not compromise, India’s

committed to increasing core defence di

to at least 3.5 % of GDP by 2035, with progress to
be reviewed in 2029. Germany has doubled
defence expenditure since 2023 and aims to
reach the same target by 2029 while rebuilding
military capability to deter Russia. Moscow,
meanwhile, has reorganised its western military

long-standing ¢ to strategic

If navigated prudently, NATO's new strategic
model can expand India’s defence industrial
partnerships, accelerate technological
modernisation and strengthen its position as a
leading power in an increasingly multipolar
world.
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By-election results

The Bharatiya Janata
Party’s loss in the Bankipur
by-election is not just an
electoral setback; it is a
significant political warning
signal for the Union
Government. The result
assumes greater
significance as it comes
amid a series of

government’s public

surrounding the alleged

followed by the

and now the defeat in a
traditional BJP bastion,
together present a

roots de must go hand-in-hand to
achieve the desired results.
cM
K

developments that could
have affected the

challenging political

perception. The controversy

mismanagement of funds
for the Ayodhya temple,

unprecedented dharna by
the Cockroach Janta Party,

scenario. At the same time,

Chennai

the acquittal of a former
BJP MP in a sexual
harassment case filed by
women wrestlers has added
another layer to the
ongoing public debate. The
Bankipur verdict, therefore,
represents more than just
the outcome of a
by-election; it reflects
changing political currents.
A.P. Thiruvadi,

Too much should not be
read into the by-election
results in the three States.
The Gujarat verdict was a
foregone conclusion.

The Bankipur result is
certainly a setback for the
BJP, but Prashant Kishor
was already well known as
a political strategist even

before his foray into
electoral politics. History
shows that by-elections
have rarely been game
changers. The Opposition
should remain pragmatic

men,
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Delimitation may be less attractive for BIP now

antar Mantar and
Bankipur, taken together,
may make the prospect of
an early delimitation
exercise far less attractive for the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) than it
once appeared. For much of the
last decade, the BJP had reasons to
believe that it had assembled a
durable social majority, with
Hindus acting as a voting bloc
across large parts of north and
west India. If groups displayed
stable voting preferences over
long periods, then redrawing
constituency boundaries could
amplify existing advantages.
Engineering constituency
boundaries to advance a particular
political outcome, commonly
called gerrymandering, rests
precisely on this premise: that
electoral loyalties of social groups
are predictable. It is reasonable to
assume, for instance, that Muslims
are less likely to vote for the BJP,
just as African Americans have
historically been less likely to vote
Republican than Democratic in
the U.S. Gerrymandering works by
stacking and cracking electorates
according to such group identities
and their assumed preferences.
The BJP has had reason to
assume that it built a threshold
Hindu voting bloc that could
provide it with a permanent
majority, albeit with regional
variations. The party’s continuing
electoral triumphs in Gujarat is an
example. One reason for its
enthusiasm for an early
delimitation exercise, which under
the existing constitutional scheme
can take place only after the data
from the Census is published, has
been to explore the possibility of
redrawing Lok Sabha and
Assembly constituencies to
maximise its demographic
advantage. This is not merely an
assumption or an allegation.
Assam Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma has publicly stated
that the delimitation of Assembly
constituencies in the State was
intended to reduce the number of
seats in which Muslims could
influence the outcome. The
subsequent electoral outcome

Varghese K.
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A young
Brahmin, a
young Dalit and
a young OBC
voter may
oceupy very
different
positions in the

social hierarchy,

yet they can
share common
anxieties about
jobs, mobility,
and
examinations

suggests that the exercise worked
in the party’s favour.

Yet politics has a habit of
unsettling certainties.

An unforseen twist

BJP nor its opponents had
adequately anticipated: Gen Z as a
distinct political community. The
protests and mobilisations around
issues of recruitment,
examinations, unemployment and
have revealed a

composition is almost a dream
scenario for the BJP. Out of
roughly 3.8 lakh voters, around 1.6
lakh are upper-caste Hindus, the
party’s strongest social base.
Muslims number about 40,000
and Yadavs rough]y the same. In

generauon that does not fit neatly
into traditional electoral boxes. It
is not that Gen Z voters are
caste-agnostic. In fact, they appear
to be deeply caste-conscious,
expressed in sharply different
ways, ranging from

effect, the y has just
enough communities considered
adversarial to the BJP, namely the
Muslims and Yadavs, to generate
counter-polarisation on religious
and caste lines, while still allowing
the party to build a larger coalition
of upper castes, Other Backward
Classes (OBCs) and Dalits.

For years, Bankipur
represented an ideal laboratory
for the BJP’s twin strategy of caste
and religious consolidation. Yet
the party’s defeat at the hands of
Jan Suraaj founder Prashant
Kishore suggests that these
assumptions may no longer hold
automatically. Mr. Kishore’s
victory appears to have rested on
a social coalition that cut across
caste and rellglous boundanes

similar b din

ti vation to
assertive Ambedkarite politics. Yet
these divergent strands often
converge in their scepticism
towards the BJP and, in many
cases, towards established
political parties in general.

This horizontal social category
complicates the older vertical
structures of caste and religious
mobilisation. A young Brahmin, a
young Dalit and a young OBC
voter may occupy very different
positions in the social hierarchy,
yet they can share common
anxieties about jobs, mobility, and
examinations. Their political
choices are therefore not always
determined by inherited
community loyalties.

The dlsmtegranon of the BJP’s

Datia, though in a very different
setting. Datia’s electorate of about
2.2 lakh is overwhelmingly Hindu.
It has around 35,000 Brahmins,
more than 30,000 Scheduled
Caste voters, over 80,000 OBC
voters spread across several
communities, and another 25,000
to 30,000 Thakur and Vaishya
voters. Muslims account for only a
small proportion of the electorate.
While the relatively new Jan Suraaj
could sweep aside the BJP in
Bankipur, the Congress could only
secure a narrow victory in Datia.
The dynamism within the Hindu
electorate makes any permanent
assumptions about its political
preferences risky for the BJP.

Emergence of a new category
What links Jantar Mantar and
Bankipur is the emergence of a
political variable that neither the

perfect ¢ 'y in
Banklpur and the emergence ul
Gen Z politics suggest that politics
in the Hindi heartland is not a
prisoner of constituency
boundaries. Electoral behaviour is
increasingly shaped by
cross-cutting identities that
intersect with caste and religion
but do not fully submit to them.

This challenges the logic of an

early delimitation exercise for the
BJP. Constituency engineering can
magnify an advantage only when
the social coalitions remain stable.
If the party’s traditional bloc is
showing signs of strain, redrawing
boundaries can only do so much.
‘The more urgent task for the BJP
may be to mend its own camp and
restore its social base than
redrawing the boundaries of
constituencies.

varghese.g@thehindu.co.in

Political discourse still fails women leaders

In Maharashtra, Congress is facing backlash for its remarks against the Deputy CM

STATE OF PLAY

Vinaya Deshpande Pandit

aharashtra  politics
M came to a boil after
the ruling Nationalist

Congress Party (NCP) protest-
ed against the Opposition,
mainly the Congress, for call-
ing its national president Su-
netra Pawar “Goongi Gudiya”
ora “dumb doll”. Ms. Pawar is
also the Deputy Chief Minister
of Maharashtra.

The irony isn't lost here.
The Congress is the same par-
ty which had once raised its
voice against similar criticism
about its leader and former
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi.

And yet, the party refused
to apologise or withdraw its
comment from its official X ac-
count. Instead, the party
threw an open challenge at
Ms. Pawar, asking her to prove
that she was not a “dumb
doll”. It doled out a list of de-
mands, which, if fulfilled, will
prove that she is an avatar of
‘Durga’, the party said. Both
the constructs are equally pro-
blematic, and reek of misogy-
ny and patronising behaviour.

The incident

What was noteworthy was the
presence of patronising beha-
viour from both the sides.
While the Congress faced im-
mediate backlash for its com-
ments, the incident due to
which this comment was
made, showed Ms. Pawar’s
own party leader treating her

Maharashtra

dream and vision. She was
flanked by NCP leader Dha-
nanjay Munde, who not only
stopped a journalist from ask-
ing a difficult question, but al-
so ushered Ms. Pawar out of
the press event. Mr. Munde
kept intervening when ques-
tions were being addressed to
Ms. Pawar.

It was this video that the
Congress tagged, asking Ms.
Pawar when she will stop be-
ing a “Goongi Gudiya”. NCP
leader Udaykumar Aher said
the comment was an insult to
the entire Pawar family; he ap-
pealed to Ms. Pawar’s uncle-
inlaw Sharad Pawar, who
heads the NCP-SP and sits in
alliance with the Congress, to
extract an apology from the
party, or leave the INDIA bloc
in protest.

Senior Congress leaders
said the comment was ‘silly”
and should have been avoid-
ed. “Congress has a history
and should have taken the res-
ponsibility of setting the dis-
course at a higher pedestal.
While there is hardly any
awareness about gender is-
sues in our political narrative,
it is Congress party’s responsi-
bility to maintain dignity in

at the Opposition. Officially,
the Congress has, as of yet, re-
fused to issue an apology or
withdraw its comment.

Abysmal track record

This isn’t the first time misogy-
nistic comments have been
made in Maharashtra’s polit-
ics. Neither does the issue res-
trict itself to any particular
political party. A few years
ago, Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) minister Chandrakant
Patil had asked NCP MP Supri-
va Sule to “go home and
cook,” when she had ques-
tioned the government about
OBC reservations. Ahead of
the 2024 Assembly elections,
Shiv Sena-UBT (Uddhav Bala-
saheb Thackeray) leader Ar-
vind Sawant had referred to
Shiv Sena leader Shaina NC as
“imported maal”.

A 2020 study by Amnesty
International India, “Troll Pa-
trol India,” had shown how fe-
male politicians face more
abusive language. The report
had analysed over 1,14,000
tweets sent to 95 female polit-
icians and found that one in
seven posts (or 13%) were ‘pro-
blematic’ or ‘abusive’.

“This amounted to an aver-
age of 113 abusive tweets per
day for each woman politi-
cian,” it had reported.

The study said that Indian
female leaders faced substan-
tially higher levels of online
harassment than their coun-
terparts in the UK. or the U.S.

Now, the NCP has asked So-
nia Gandhi and Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra if they endorsed

in a patronising manner. dialogue,” senior Congress | this culture in their party,

The incident in question | leader Prithviraj Chavansaid. | questioning if the Congress
was a press conference con- Buta few leaders said thatit | will condemn these sexist re-
ducted by Sunetra Pawar in | also reflected the overall dete- | marks. In a society where pol-

Beed in Marathwada. While
answering questions about
several issues, she kept refer-
ring to her late husband and

former Deputy Chief Minister
N i

rioration of political discourse
in the State. They claimed that
outrage over derogatory com-
ments had become selective
and that leaders from the rul-

itical discourse across party
lines rarely shows gender sen-
sitivity, the behaviour of a na-
tional party calls for
condemnation.

Ajit Pawar, how | i

she was only !rymg to fulfil his

worse words while hitting out

had used

vinaya.deshpande@thehindu.co.in

Ahead of TVK’s maiden budget, a primer on T.N.s finances

Robust growth notwithstanding the State’s debt servicing has forced increased borrowing for welfare expenditure

DATA POINT

STRONGER GROWTH

TABLE 1: TN saw strong growth in GSDP, compared with India’s largest
economies, post pandemic. TN closed its gap with MH ‘s GSDP and widened the
same with the others. TN's GSDP was 65% of MH's in 2022-23 and 69% in 2025-26

STATE’S REVENUE GREW, CENTRAL GRANTS SHRANK
CHART 1: TN's own revenue grew at a reasonable rate, but central transfers
(share in central taxes and grants-in-aid) shrunk, mainly due to the discontinua-

DEBT GREW FASTER THAN REVENUE

THE DEBT-SERVICING TRAP

Compiled by Pon Vasanth B.A.

s(103), 22300 [EXTONIETTEN
20.3(11.2) [EERTM 26.7(107) 302(20.8)

CHART 3: TN's autstanding liabilities grew at a compound annual
growth rate (CAGR) of 16.2% from 21.92 lakh crore in 2014-15 to
28.57 lakh crore in 2024-25, which is nearly twice the CAGR of 8.7%
at which its SOTR grew in the same period

I Internal debt M Loans from the Centre

Public account liability

2 lakh crore
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tion of GST compensation cess in 2022. Values inside bars show growth rates (%)
I state’s own revenue Bl Transfers from the Centre
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REVENUE GREW, BUT NOT IN PROPORTION TO ECONOMY
CHART 2: Despite reasonable growth, the State’s Own Tax Revenue (SOTR)'s
growth as a share of its economy paled in comparison with the other larger
economies. TN led in 2011-12, but declined to the fourth spot in 2024-25

91

Karnataka

2022-23

Uttar Pradesh  Maharashtra

CHART 4: TN’s Debt-to-GSDP ratio moved in the opposite direction,

compared with its SOTR-to-GSDP ratio (Chart 2). Its Debt-to-GSDP
ratio was the second lowest in 2014-15 and the highest 2024-25

Uttar Pradesh

% of GSDP

2025-26 RE

Gujarat
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I interest payments Il Pensions

CHART 5: TN's revenue deficit, which was 23.6% of its fiscal deficit
in 2014-15, is 55.8% in 2025-26. Revenue deficit is expected to hit
record high in the full budget to be presented on August 5, 2026

Revenue account in surplus until 2012-13

CHART 6: TN spends more on interest payments than on
capital outlay since 2017-18. The interest payments are
also higher than subsidies for various welfare measures

FROM THE ARCHIVES
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FIFTY YEARS AGO AUGUST 5, 1976

Gold sales suggested to
mop up savings

New Delhi, August 4: The Union Government is
1 d to be ining a suggestion that it

60000 - Interest overtakes Interest
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Capital outlay
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10000 4 Subsidies overtake
Subsidies capital outlay
0 T
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CHART 7: TN’s pensions and salaries as a share of total
revenue receipts have remained fairly at the same level,
but share of interest payments has nearly doubled
Salaries
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General of India's State Finances reports, Ministry
of Statistics and Programme Implementation,
2025-26 values are Revised Estimates or
provisional figures. Value for real growth rate not
available for U.P. for 2025-26 in MoSPI reports.
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should utilise the present foreign exchange
reserves for the purchase of gold in the
international market and sell it in the rural areas
as part of a concerted drive to mop up the
savings from these areas.

This novel suggestion is among a few others
put forward by several economists for stepping
up the mc ion of savings to the
resources for the Fifth Plan.

It has also been suggested that there may be
some difficulties for the Government itself to
buy gold abroad, but the State Trading
Corporation could be asked to buy the gold from
the Trust Fund of the International Monetary
Fund. It has further been suggested that part of
the gold reserves available with the Reserve
Bank of India could also be used for internal
sales in the rural areas.

The quarters from which the suggestion had
been made are understood to have pointed out
that the rural community, consisting
predominantly of farmers, has yet to take to any
sophisticated saving habit, whether in company
shares or bank deposits, and are still very much
drawn to gold. If gold is officially offered for sale,
there is bound to be a big response these
quarters expect.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO AUGUST 5, 1926
Rise of Franc

London, August 4: The French franc in London
opened this morning at 178-50.

Paris, August 4: Newspapers are delighted at
the rise of the franc, which they attribute to the
confidence inspired by the Government of
National Union and the prestige of M. Poineare.

“Echo de Paris" remarks that it is no longer a
question of foreign credits and believes that the
price of bread will shortly be reduced.

The Manchester Guardian’s Paris
correspondent says that the recovery of the
franc is due to the increase of Banque De
France’s rate of discount, which suddenly
restricted credit and compelled traders and
manufacturers to cease the practice of assuring
working capital against loss by retaining pounds
or dollars or by holding increasing stocks of

oods.
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Worth of PM Mudra
Yojana loans approved
by Rajasthan

in 2 lakh crore.
Rajasthan has
L sanctioned loans worth

over ¥ 2.18 lakh crore to more than 2.55
crore beneficiaries under the Pradhan
Mantri Mudra Yojana (PMMY), with women
accounting for around 60 per cent of
beneficiaries, an official statement says. Of
these, more than 1.54 crore women have
availed loans worth over 267,982 crore. i1t
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Number of migrants
rescued while crossing
the English Channel

French and British vessels
l 7 rescued 157 migrants after

their boat caught fire while
attempting to cross the English Channel on
Tuesday, authorities in both countries said.
The boat caught fire near the boundary
between French and British waters, forcing
its occupants to jump overboard. No
casualties were reported, according to
French authorities. e

4

Amount approved by
Centre for Meghalay:
under JJM 2.0

In 2 crore. The Centre
336 has approved 2 336.62

crore for Meghalaya
under the Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) 2.0 for
the financial year 2026-27, Public Health
Engineering (PHE) Minister Marcuise Marak
said. The sanctioned amount will enable
the clearance of at least one-third of the
pending bills of contractors executing
drinking water projects, en

HINDU

Fugitives repatriated
to India from 36
countries since 2019

India has repatriated 274
274 fugitives from 36

countries since 2019,
averaging around 40 a year, compared with
about four annually during 2004-13, the
government said on Tuesday. Assets worth
3 17,874 crore belonging to fugitives have
also been attached under the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act during the
period. en

Number of heatstroke
deaths reported across
India since March 1

India has reported 4,853
20 heatstroke cases across the

country since March 1 this
year, with 20 people dying from heatstroke,
according to government data tabled in
the Lok Sabha on Tuesday. Maharashtra
recorded the highest number of deaths at
11, followed by Andhra Pradesh with four,
Telangana and Odisha with two each. /i
COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM
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Out of work and outraged

While the immediate trigger for the students’ protest at Jantar Mantar was the repeated paper leaks, disillusionment among the youth runs much deeper. India has a

significant youth population; however, unemployment remains high. Additionally. a

ECONOMIC NOTES

Rohit Azad
Indr: Chowdhury

t won't be an exaggeration to say
that the Jantar Mantar protest led by
the Cockroach Janta Party (CJP) is by
far the most formidable challenge
this government has faced in its 12 years of
rule. While it was the issue of repeated
paper leaks which pushed the people over
the brink, the disillusionment runs far
deeper among young Indians. And there is
a material basis for this disillusionment.
Unfortunately, neither the defiant
resignation letter of the Minister nor the
rousing welcome he got in the Parliament
after the resignation gives the impression
that the government has heard the voice of
its own youth with any humility.
The question, then, is: why did the
agitation catch the imagination of the
youth?

A lost demographic advantage

Let us start with what is called a
demographic dividend. India currently has
the youngest population in the world.
Chart 1 shows a rising share of people in
the working age bracket (15-64 years) out
of the total population — a potential
demographic dividend. We are calling it
potential because its mere existence does
not guarantee its realisation. If the
unemployment rates, especially among
those entering the labour market, remain
high, we are essentially frittering the youth
dividend away.

Chart 2, which compares the
unemployment rate among the youth
(15-29 years) in contrast to the overall
workers, shows that India is indeed
turning its face away from its youth. Youth
unemployment is three times higher than
the overall rate. Among women, it is
almost four times higher. Urban women
are the worst affected. Nearly one in five
women looking for work is unable to find a
job. It is therefore no surprise that a
significantly large section of those
protesting were women students.

And the frustration runs deep because
even education is not enough to find a job
in the Indian markets. Chart 3 shows that
unemployment rises with education. The
more educated you are, the less likely you
are to land yourself a job. So, lack of jobs
for the youth is not a supply but a demand
side problem. Youth in India are
unemployed not because they are not
educated but because the economy is not
generating enough jobs for them.

The crisis in education

It is not just a lack of jobs; access to quality
education is also becoming increasingly
limited. This is due to both quantitative
and qualitative reasons.

On the quantitative side, it is perhaps
for the first time in India’s history that
spending on education as a percentage of
GDP has declined consistently for over a
decade. While the government’s own
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020
recommended a significant increase in
spending on education, the reality is the
opposite. Spending on education as a
share of the total budget has been
declining consistently under the current
government (Chart 4). This is a significant
point that cannot be stressed enough.

Strictly speaking, spending as a
proportion of GDP could decline purely
because other components (investments,
exports, consumption) of GDP can
potentially grow faster. In contrast, the
share of its own budget that a government
allocates to education is entirely at its
discretion and reflects the importance it
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Protesters demonstrate against the NTA and the alleged irregularities in the NEET-UG and NET exams in New Delhi, on July 4, 2026. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

National, centralised admission
tests such as the CUET result
in considerable shifting of
admissions, not just across

ns but across the

country

attaches to the sector. Chart 4 clearly
shows that education has been slipping
from the radar of this government over its
tenure so far.

This was yet another case of a failed
promise, to which the students responded
with their feet on Jantar Mantar (and
elsewhere in the country). The low priority
accorded to education by this government
becomes even clearer when one looks at
what it did in the last Budget. They spent
way below what they promised in their
budget with a shortfall amounting to 36,701
crores (Chart 5).

Starving education of funds creates a
serious supply bottleneck as far as access to
education is concerned. While the number
of applicants rises with the growing youth
dividend, the number of seats does not. The
odds of securing a seat even in an average
institution, let alone a premier one, keeps
declining every year. Added to this are the
changing of goalposts by the government.
One year, CBSE results are used for college
admissions; the next, they are not. One year
there is one entrance examination; the
next, another.

Let us take the example of the Common
University Entrance Test (CUET). If you
want to join a college for an undergraduate
(UG) degree, what you scored in your
CBSE/ICSE/State board examinations no
longer matters as much; what matters is
how you perform in the Computer-Based

Test (CBT) with multiple-choice questions
(MCQs) under CUET (UG). If you want to
do post-graduation (PG), what you did in
your UG college for three or four years
comes to naught, instead what matters
again is what you did in the MCQ of CBT
under CUET(PG). As a result, teaching and
learning in schools and colleges have been
affected. Students are being forced to
prepare only for their CUET exams instead
of focussing on a holistic teaching and
learning process. It is therefore no surprise
that, instead of quality educational
institutions, coaching centres that help
students crack these MCQs are
mushrooming across the country.

As if this were not enough, the logistical
nightmare that CUET brings to the table at
the time of admissions is mind boggling.
The National Testing Agency (NTA)
conducts the CUET, and there have been
glitches since its inception. Academic
sessions do not begin on time in many of
the institutions that depend on these

inations. National, c¢ lised
admission tests also result in considerable
shifting of admissions, not just across
institutions but across the country. Asa
result, you have students joining the
programme almost half way through the
first semester. CUET has disrupted the
admissions process in higher education.
One could understand if these were
teething troubles but this is the fifth year of
CUET, and there is still no respite from this
chaos.

Another bizarre example was
introducing the scanning of CBSE answer
scripts for evaluation in the name of
objectivity. Given the massive scale of the
CBSE examinations in the country,
expecting such a policy to work

hl

ess (o quality education has become limited due to a number of f:

Interestingly, there was nothing
fundamentally wrong with the previous
systems of either entrance examinations or
CBSE evaluations. The government seems
to have followed the maxim, “fix what isn’t
broken.”

All this shows that not only is there an
uncertainty of passing an exam, there is an
uncertainty surrounding the exam itself. If
the readers put themselves in the shoes of
astudent today, they would know what
these students must be going through. One
may argue that we are being a tad unfair to
this government. After all, it has
established new IITs and AIIMS. While this
is true, merely increasing the number of
institutions, with an overall fund squeeze,
may not mean much. Buildings do not
make institutions.

As for the quality of education, it is not
infrastructure alone that matters, the
quality of teaching does too. If the reports
in the media were to be believed (and
there is incontrovertible evidence to do
50), there has been excessive political
interference in the appointment of
teachers at public universities. As a result,
the quality of teaching has been sacrificed
at the altar of politics under this regime.
None of this is, or can be, hidden from
students.

The Chief Justice of India gave an outlet
to this simmering anger by calling those
questioning the system ‘cockroaches’.
Much like the cockroaches that possess
incredible biological resilience, allowing
them to survive for weeks without a head,
the youth of this country braved the
batons, tear gas, pellet guns and whatever
the government threw at them.

(The authors are a part of DevMac
(Devel Macroece ics) network,

was unrealistic from the outset.

which seeks pluralism in Economics.)
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Chart 1: India’s potential
demographic dividend

Working age (15-64)
population
share in total
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Chart 2: Is the demographic dividend being wasted?
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High unemployment among youth n India, rising
declining government spending on education paint a worrying picture.

Chart 3: Unemployment rates by
education in 2025 (in %)
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India currently has a large
youth population. If
unemployment rates,
especially among those
entering the labour market,
remain high, the country risks
frittering away its demographic
dividend.

v

While the National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020
recommended a significant
increase in spending on
education, government
expenditure on education as a
share of the total budget has
been declining consistently.
The lack of funding creates a
serious supply bottleneck for
educational opportunities.

v

The logistical uncertainties
associated with CUET in
undergraduate admissions,
along with reported excessive
political interference in the
appointment of teachers at
public universities, have also
adversely affected the
education sector.
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What can be done to curb ‘paper leaks’
and ensure institutional accountability?

Despite the Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Ac

breaches, preventing them and preserving the integrity of public examinations remains

Rajeev Kumar

EET is one of India’s
highest-stakes examinations,
where intense competition,
immense social prestige, and
the multi-crore value of a medical seat
generate enormous academic, financial,
and psychological pressure. Similar
pressures surround other national
admission, scholarship and recruitment
inati In such an envi
paper leaks and other irregularities have
repeatedly surfaced.

The controversies surrounding
NEET-2024, UGC-NET 2024, and
NEET-2026 triggered unprecedented
national concern. UGC-NET 2024 was
canceled and held again, while NEET
2026 was also re-conducted. All three
were conducted by the National Testing
Agency (NTA), which attributed these
decisions to specific external or
intelligence inputs.

The CBI investigated the NEET-2024
and UGC-NET 2024 cases. Although the
investigations initially led to arrests and
extensive nationwide media coverage, the
CBI has since submitted closure reports in
both cases, reportedly finding no
prosecutable evidence of a conventional
paper leak under the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS), 2023, or the Public
Examinations Act (PEA), 2024. The
NEET-2026 investigation remains in
progress, with a chargesheet already filed.

These developments raise a more
fi question: if repeated
examination crises ultimately yield no
prosecutable evidence of a conventional
paper leak, what exactly constitutes a
“paper leak”? Where do such
compromises originate, and who is
responsible for detecting, preventing, and
being held accountable for them?

Defining a ‘paper leak’

Traditionally, a “paper leak” refers to the
unauthorised disclosure of a printed
question paper before the examination,
typically during printing, packaging,
storage, or transportation. Investigation
protocols, therefore, focus on tracing
printed papers and recovering physical
evidence. The recent Maharashtra
Teachers Eligibility Test (TET) case is a
classic example in which coded printed
question papers were allegedly leaked
from a compromised printing press.

High-stakes examinations, however,
present a far more complex picture. Long
before printing, questions pass through
question-setting, moderation, translation,
digitisation, and final compilation, where
a limited number of individuals have
privileged access. Compromises at any of
these stages may never result in a leaked
printed paper. Yet, it can selectively
disclose questions or other confidential
material, providing an unfair advantage to
a few candidates before spreading
through organised networks.

The NEET and UGC-NET controversies
illustrate this distinction. Although
investigations reportedly found no
evidence of leaked printed papers in the
2024 cases, the examinations
nevertheless led to arrests, cancellations,
re-examinations, and a crisis of public
confidence. Similarly, the circulation of
highly targeted “guided papers” before
NEET-2026 raised questions about
whether confidential information had

THE DAILY QUIZ

Students entering an examination centre in Udupi during the NEET exam on June 21, 2026. FILE PHOTO

flowed through insider or informal
networks despite the absence of any
recovered printed paper.

Examination compromise may
therefore involve far more than a printed
paper: selected questions, question

N

therefore, requires securing the entire
examination lifecycle — from question
development to result processing.
Failures in the transport of printed
question papers alone cannot explain
many examination breaches. Critical

banks, recurring themes, high-p y
question pools, examiner identities,
confidential instructions, digital data, or
administrative information may all be
unlawfully disclosed through insider
access, cyber intrusions, or coaching
networks.

Restricting the definition of a “paper
leak” to a leaked printed question paper
overlooks these significant vulnerabilities.
In this context, extraordinary measures
such as transporting the re-NEET 2026
question papers by aircraft may secure
the final logistical stage but do little to
address vulnerabilities at the source. The
real issue is whether confidential
examination information was disclosed in
any form that compromised the fairness,
integrity, or credibility of the
examination.

Other examination breaches
The integrity of an examination may be
undermined equally by failures before,
during, or after the examination, even
when no printed paper is ever recovered.

NEET-2024 illustrates this broader
spectrum. Reported irregularities
included the distribution of an incorrect
question paper, followed by its
replacement; delayed collection or
replacement of OMR sheets; exceptional
grace marks; tie-breaking disputes;
clustering of near-perfect scores; and
unusually high scores from certain
centres and coaching hubs. Collectively,
these exposed weaknesses in examination

and instituti ight.

Other breaches include cybersecurity
failures, manipulation of candidate or
examination data, disclosure of
confidential information, compromised
examination centres, impersonation,
organised unfair means, and insider
access or coaching-network access to
privileged information.

ding public

proc including q selection,
paper allocation, examination-centre
management, OMR handling, grace
marks, result processing, cybersecurity,
and access to confidential data—are

24, the fundamental need to fix accountability for detecting examination

rotation of experts, cybersecurity audits,
intelligence-based monitoring, and clear
audit trails.

Official narrative and unanswered
questions

The official response to the NEET-2024,
UGC-NET 2024, and NEET-2026
controversies has largely rested on the
absence of conclusive evidence of a
conventional paper leak. Before the
Supreme Court, the NTA attributed the
cancellation and re-conduct of NEET-2026
to specific intelligence inputs, while the
High-Powered Steering Committee
emphasised compliance with its
recommendations and SOPs. The CBI's
investigations into NEET-2024 and
UGC-NET 2024 resulted in closure
reports, reportedly finding no
prosecutable evidence of a paper leak and
no basis to prosecute NTA officials. The
NEET-2026 investigation, however,
remains ongoing.

These official positions contrast
sharply with the ground reality. Cancelled
or re-conducted examinations, arrests,
allegations of widely circulated “guided
papers”, cyber-security incidents,
operational lapses, and disruptions
affecting millions of candidates. In
NEET-2026, official action reportedly
followed a whistleblower’s FIR rather
than detection through the examination’s
own security or intelligence systems.

‘This raises an obvious question: if no
credible abnormality was detected, what
justified cancelling NEET-2026?
Conversely, if credible intelligence
existed, why did institutional safeguards
fail to detect or prevent the compromise

controlled by the authority
and its associated agencies. Irregularities
at these stages naturally raise questions
about institutional controls and insider
vulnerabilities.

The NEET-2024 controversy illustrates
this broader picture. Distribution of an
incorrect question paper, delayed OMR
handling, exceptional grace marks,
unusually high scores from certain
centres, and the circulation of highly
targeted “guided papers” all point to
vulnerabilities that extend beyond
conventional paper leaks. Such patterns
warrant scrutiny of repeated expert
engagement, conflicts of interest, links to
coaching ecosystems, and other insider
risks. This does not imply that every
irregularity results from insider
misconduct. However, securing
examinations requires protecting
confidential information, institutional
processes, and printed question papers

Primary accountability

Preventing examination breaches cannot
be left to the CBI, police, or courts, which
act only after a crisis. Primary
responsibility lies with the examination
authority, supported by the Ministry of
Education, intelligence, and
cybersecurity agencies, and independent
oversight.

Accountability should extend across
the entire examination lifecycle — from
the selection of question setters and
translators to examination centres, digital
systems, evaluation, and result
processing. It requires rigorous
antecedent verification,
conflict-of-interest scrutiny, periodic

Until these questions are answered
transparently, stronger logistics or
harsher penal laws alone are unlikely to
restore public confidence. The priority
must shift from post-crisis response to
institutional prevention.

The way forward

As its first task, the newly constituted
committee headed by former UIDAI
chairman Nandan Nilekani should
prepare a comprehensive White Paper
documenting the full spectrum of
breaches in NEET-2024, UGC-NET 2024,
and NEET-2026—covering leakages,
operational failures, cybersecurity
incidents, centre-level irregularities,
investigations, judicial outcomes, and
lessons learned.

The White Paper should underpin a
Public Examination Integrity Framework
(PEIF) for all major examination bodies.
The Framework should prescribe
standardised end-to-end SOPs covering
the entire examination lifecycle, with an
emphasis on conflict-of-interest
management, expert selection,
cybersecurity, examination
administration, audit, and institutional
accountability.

Ultimately, public confidence will be
restored not by tougher laws or more
post-facto investigations, but by an
examination system that detects risks
early, prevents breaches before they
occur, and ensures institutional
accountability.

(Rajeev Kumar is a former Computer
Science Professor at IIT Kharagpur, IIT
Kanpur, BITS Pilani, and JNU, and a
former scientist at DRDO and DST.)
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Please send in your answers to
dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

American novelist Toni Morrison passed away on this day in 2019. Here is a quiz on one
of the critically acclaimed authors of contemporary American literature

Sindhu Nagaraj groundbreaking works.
One was of a boxing

| N champion, titled ‘The

QUESTION 1 Greatest: My Own Story'

In which year was she
awarded the Nobel Prize in
Literature?

A shot to death by a transit
QUESTION 2 officer in the New York City
In 1988, Morrison won the Subway. Name both the
Pulitzer Prize for which of her figures.

works? [N

[N QUESTION 5

QUESTION 3 Which writer, upon

Morrison became the first
Black female editor for
fiction at which publishing
house in New York?

| 8

QUESTION 4

In her capacity as an editor,
she published two

™M
K

created"?

and the other of a
little-known novelist and
poet who in 1968 had been

Morrison’s death said,
“Morrison rejected the very
cancept of the narrow door [N
and claimed for herself the
wide world. All readers
and writers are indebted
to her for the space she

Mississippi in 1955. AP

Visual question: |dentify this boy on whom
Toni Morrison wrote her first play on. The
boy was abducted and lynched in

(weightlifting)

and Harsh Singh

Mahadu Gavit
Early bird: Prem Raj P.

Questions and answers to the previous day’s daily quiz: 1. Of the 122
athletes who represented India, 38 returned with 39 medals with one of them
getting two (a silver and bronze). Name this champion. Ans: Gulveer Singh
2. In para athletics, six medals came from three events thanks to three double
podiums of which two were a top-two finish. Name the events. Ans: Women’s
and men’s shot put F57 and the men's 100m T47

3. Name the first medallist and the first to strike gold for India at the Games.
Ans: Jhandu Kumar (para powerlifting) and Mirabai Chanu

4. Apart from boxing, India won two gold medals in this sport, for the first-ever
such success for the country at the Games. Ans: Judo through Asmita Dey

5. Name the compatriots of Neeraj Chopra and Praveen Chithravel who
claimed bronze when the duc won silver in their disciplines. Ans: Yash Vir
Singh (javelin) and Selva Prabhu (triple jump)

6. This gold medallist was the flag-bearer at the Closing Ceremony of the
Games. Ans: Jaismine Lamboria

7. The youngest member of India's contingent also brought the curtains down
on India’s campaign. Name the teenager. Ans: Lisha Das

Visual: Name this athlete who won his event with a Games record. Ans: Dilip

Knowyouf
English

S. Upendran

“Weren't you supposed to come over and
have dinner with me yesterday?”

“That’s right. But there was a
problem.”

“...what was the problem?’

“My cousin rang me up around 6:00
and asked me to come over. You see his
landlord’s son is returning from the U.S.
So the landlord wants my cousin to vacate
the flat by the end of the month. My
cousin and I were out all evening trying to
find a suitable accommodation.”

“Did you find one?”

“No. It’s so hard to find an
accommodation these days.”

“You cannot say ‘an accommodation’.
In British English the word
‘accec dation’ is an unc
noun. So you shouldn’t use ‘an’ before it.”

“Really? I didn’t know that! How about
this sentence? There is a shortage of
cheap accommodation in our city.”

“Sounds pretty good. ”

“The university refused to provide the
teachers free accommodation.”

“...by the way, this cousin of yours.
What does he do?”

“He’s an academician.”

“He’s an academician? Which academy
does he belong to?”

“What are you talking about?”

“Well you said that he was an
academician.”

“...he doesn’t belong to any academy.
What I meant to say was that he is a
teacher. He teaches at the university.”

“A teacher, eh? In that case, the word
you are looking for is *academic’.

“What is the difference between an
‘academic’ and ‘academician’?”

“Well, strictly speaking, an ‘academic’
is a person who teaches or does research
at the university.”

“I see. How about this example? When
I grow up I certainly don’t want to be an
academic.”

"The example is OK. But the word
‘academic’ has the stress on the third
syllable ‘de’."

“But a lot of people I know....”

“...tend to put the stress on the second
syllable. But the stress is on the third. The
‘a’ in the first syllable is like the ‘a’ in ‘cat’
and ‘sat”. while the ‘a’ in the second
syllable is pronounced like the ‘@’ in
‘China’. And ...."

“....I think I can guess the rest. The ‘e’
probably sounds like the ‘e’ in ‘set’ and
‘get’. The final i’ must be like the ‘i’ in
sit’)”

“Exactly! Radhakrishnan was an
academic before he became the President
of India.”

“My cousin is the only person in the
family who wanted to be an academic.
Now tell me, what is the meaning of the
word ‘academician’?”

“Usually when you refer to someone as
being an ‘academician’, it implies that
he/she is a member of an academy or a
society....”

“...any type of academy?’

“An academician is usually a member
of an academy that is concerned with the
arts or sciences. The Royal Academy of
Arts, for instance, or the Russian
Academy of Sciences.”

“I think I understand the difference
now. A professor is an academic. And
when that professor becomes a member
of an academy which is devoted to either
the sciences or the arts, then he becomes
an 'academician.”

“Absolutely!”
Published in The Hindu on July 3, 2001

Word of the day

Capricious:
determined by chance or impulse rather than
necessity or reason

Synonyms: impulsive, whimsical

Usage: she displayed o capricious disposition,
shifting from warmth to aloofness in moments.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/capricious
International Phonetic
Alphabet: /kapsfos/
~
L 4
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH
INVOLVESUS ALL

In struggle forjustice,
astory of impunity

FTER BRLJ Bhushan Sharan Singh’s acquittal by a
Delhi court in the sexual harassment case filed by six
‘women wrestlers, Vinesh Phogat, one of the complain-

Seven years after August 5: Delaying
J&K statechood undermines gains

NNIVERSARIES CAN often
become rituals. Worse, they
canbecomealibis. Sevenyears

aﬁaid to quesLion?
held the prom-

ago, Article 370
d the state of Jammu and
Kashmir was reduced to two Union Terri-

ise of strengthemng nationalist poJ.lucal
forces the state to deal more
i border

a Thereisnod

home-

tories. The ic around
itisover. The ]aw that Parliament passed re-

gains. Terrorist net-
works have been disrupted; the organisa-

ceived of Court

tional ‘violence, much of it fuelled

and political final-
ity. The bigger question is: Did the 2019 in-
tervention achieve what was’ pmmlsed’

from across the border, have been - rightly
—dealt with ruthlessness, Targeted killings
oonnnue. however, tobea; remmderma[op»

terrorist attack on

rs‘saldmasocialmediapost"Wehavenotgivenup ‘Three principal rationales in ility is notyet politi
hopeduu il i irfight.” jus- 2019forthi ionandc dingof The Paki
tice has, fromt f&amxeotthe the state of Jammu and Kashmir. First,that ~ Baisaran in Pahalgam last year was justone

struggle to pursue the case against the former Wrestling Feder-
ation of India chxef he was also the BJP MP from Kaiserganj

hen 1. Hope forj 1theirvigil
at Jantar Mantar when they began Lheu' agl[anon in2023; it
helped them weather insti until Singh was

forced to resign from his position and a case against him was fi-
nally regxstered by Delhi Police in April that yedr And hope is

Anticle370 had taken onapsychological res-
onance well beyond its legal purport. It fed
the idea of conditional integration and in
doingso nurtured separatism. Onthisscore,

remmderof that.

h

in. 2024 thefirstin10years, retumed the’ Na-
unna[Confarenoetupower August2019,and

therecord i ‘The separatist lexi-
con has clearly lost much of its sheen. The
Humwt e)astsonlyon Paper. Apart fromthe

what' Mon-
day’sverdict. Yet yofthi one
individual or one verdict. It is about the exr_raordmary resilience

required of those seeking accountability when the accused oc-
cupiesa; posmon of power, and about the special endurance de-

d by the Mirwaiz
from the pulpit at Jama Masjid, little of the
once all-pervasive separatist combine sur-
vives. Political parties that forecast a consti-
(uuonal apocalypse have resumed electoral

that followed, did notyield
the political that itherex-
pected or would have served the Centre’s
purposes best. That the Union government
gracefullyaccepted theverdict of pollsit did
notwintellsyousomething that noamend-
ment to the Constitution can - Indian elec-
toral democracy luncuuns u]Jammu and

thesurvivors poli inclus-  Kashmir,andi con-
asmuch bring before it. ive. Cyclesof: common- Contrast that
‘Thewrestlers’ fight { impunity. place, the of hartal:
The defining images of the protest bear witness to it: Wrestlers and street violence that routinely brought in POJKand Lhe massuprisingand
i they instlack of progress life in the Valley to a halt h: i {across 3 3
h heirmarchtc thatended abated, if notended. theLOC. The blggeS[ concernisthe

being dragged away by the police; and the haunting sight of dec-

orated at] dingon the banks of the Ganga in Haridwar,

sayingthey i irmedalsintheriver. Most sexual
d turn

of th ingh—i areport by ag

appoi i it as never

the withdrawal of a complaint under the POCSO Act — have
underlined how mud) more dlfﬁcu[t 1( isto pursue such com-
plaints f power.
‘The episode also reveals why so many women hesitate to
come forward inthe first place. It is not simply the fear of being.

jlat hatthe itselfcanbecome
a punishment, with years of recounting traumatic experiences
: A5 % : e flityand
insti delay, only to find that justi insel . Irre-

thelarger question raised by
the wrestlers” erugale remams unresolved. How many times
must survivors tell their nd with

sensitivity and urgency?

Udhayanidhi’s arrest
is TVK’s own goal

HE REMARKS made by former Tamil Nadu Deputy
Chief Muuster dnd currem Leader of Opposxtxon ud-

‘The absence of an uprising, however. is
notthe presence of belonging. Integration
cannot be judged merely by quiet streets,
tourist arrivals, cultural festivals, or the Na-
tional Song and National Anthem being
sung with ritualistic precision. Does the
citizen fully feel that this is his or her re-
public, too: Equal, responsive, and un-

Third, direct central rule was

youth. For years now Jammu

2019 remains most unfulfilled. Direct rule
‘may have temporarily increased account-

normaley will be complete, or morally justi-
fied, untilacommunity that was dnven out

ability, but: lispensation has
been allowed to settle into per

byterror turn insafet .Re-
turn must not mean colonies or

There isnow an elected Chief Ministerand
cabinet in Jammu and Kashmir. But
powers are scattered between them, the
Lieutenant Governor and New Delhi. The
Lieutenant Governor cannot be held ac-
countable at the polls; the chief minister

merel ‘packages”. It must be
voluntary,and a]]nwedm reclaxmreal politi-
cal, cultural, acein-
stead of being announced by the govern-
ment as yet another administrative
“achievement”. Kashmir withoutits Pandits

canbutdoesnot havet] fa full
state government. Both positions are dim-
inished by this arrangement.

Ispent much of my summer vacation
this year in Srinagar, which once ranked
among the most liveable cities in India.
Today, traffic is a nightmare, construction

Pandits
of being able to return to Kashmir remain
prisoners of memory.

None of this is to deny what was gained.
‘The permanent-resident regimethat35Aen-
trenched — women forfeiting property on
marrymg outsiders, the refugees 0f 1947

name—created what was,

callyreduced, and theair citizensbreathe is
toxic. Smart cities are not made by decor-
ative pavementsor Instagram-worthy build-
ing facades while the citizen cannot move
freely orbreathe with dignity. Today, Srina-
garisbeing mutilated in the name of devel-
opment. If this is normalcy, it is normalcy
without governance.

The biggest concern is the youth. For
years now, Jammu and Kashmir has re-
ported one of the highest youth unemploy-
ment rates in India, much higher than the
national average. This is not just
an economic crisis. It is poten-
tially a political and social time-
bomb. Employment in the state

in practice, a hierarchy of citizenship within
asingle republic. Itisgone, and itsdefenders
never did explain why autonomy required
it. That is a real achievement, and it is pre-
cisely why the rest matters somuch.

And that is why statehood can no longer
bepostponed. Itisnot; aconcessmn tosepar-
atismiti The
Centre made it clear that the UT arrange-
ment was meant to be temporary. The Su-
preme Court recorded the assurance that
statehood will be restored at the earliest.
Elections havesincetaken place. Thereisan
elected government in place. Continuingto
wnhhuld statehood now will eat into the
acl £2019. 1t ises those

also meant to cleanse the stateof ~ and Kashmir has reportedone  needs to be treated as a national ~ who participated in elections, estranges as
long-entrenched networks of pa- ofthe hjghes[ youth securityissueand notyetanother — many in Jammu as in Kashmir, and turns
tronage and corruption, improve 2 ically disguised wel- ~ what 'y provision
governance, and deliver develop- lmempbymem rates in fare programme. intoabreach of trust.

mentonthegrounddirectly from
New Delhi without local mlerfer-
ence. Itishere thatthep. it

national average

India, much higher than the

The continued exile of Kash-
miri Pandits from the Valley re-
‘mainsa profound test. No claim of

The writer s dean, SIS, JNU and former
Vice-Chancellor, University of Jammu

Nolan's Odysseus remains
unchanged, we remain unmoved

OR ALL its monsters, divine
retribution and shipwrecks,
Odyssey has always been a
poem about an ordinary

human longing: The desire to
go home. But homecoming is never a
simple reversal of departure —time trans-
forms both the place one leaves behind

lation, his compassion by his propensity
for startling brutality. And, as with all
epics born of oral tradition — and this is
perhaps why Nolan’s interpretation feels
inadequate — he is also a storyteller.
Homer invites us to admire his hero's in-
genuity, but also to wonder what kind of
anarrator he is. Odysseus survives not

Israel's October election
complicates Gazaroadmap

-

INCE THE war in Iran began in February this year, the

world has largely lost its focus on Lhe devastaun,g sxm—

ationinGaza. Thougha

October 10 of lasl year fo]lowmg the 20- pomt Trump
-intensity+ hasper-

sistedin Gaza. of food and medical
aid to Gaza has increased, no progress has been made on recon-
ruction. The movement of Gazans through the Rafah border

st
I ic. and the person who left it. And so, every  only because he is extraordinary but be- SWAMINATHAN crossing into Egypt, its only outlet to the outside world, remains
The DMK has said tha[ party supremo Stalin's son was return arrives with an element of es-  cause his greatness precludes the ability restricted. Israel has expanded its physical occupation of Gaza’s
only criticising the Vijay-led government on the Cauvery water trangement. One can cross the threshold  toshapea narrative: What to reveal, what territory from the 53 per cent agreed upon under the ceasefire
issue, but that explemauon cuts little i ice — h.lS words camed a of one’s own house and still arrive as  to conceal and how to cast himselfin the framework beyond the Yellow Line, to more than 60 per cent.
doubl The d astranger. best possible light. In that, both the epic ‘While Hamas has managed to retain control over the 40 per
law and order machinery by the TVK government against Ud- Which is why watching Christopher ~ and its hero are post-modern. Both are cent of Gaza’s territory where more than two million residents
hayanidhi is also problematic — he was arrested a day after his Nolan’s The Odyssey feels oddlyunfulfil-  fascinated with the narrative itself, with thecollapseof onomy: i
remaxks ona fon'nldable array of charges, including criminal ling. It is spectacular in its ambition, op-  the act and art of recounting the adven- down of smuggling through the Egyptian tunnel network have
vokingriots. eratic in its vision of an extraordinary turesatitscore. dried up its revenue generation. External funding has ground to
This msh totargeta political opponent by astrong-armed state man overcoming impossible odds to re- It makes Odyssey a poem about ahalt; its chief patron, Iran, is consumed by the war with the US,
point ring of li and party. It claim his placein theworld and athome.  narrative authority, about whose account Hezbollah's operational capacity in Lebanon has collapsed, and
reeks uf afamma: polmcs of ven\:lena in ‘Tamil Nadu. For a new Unlike most Nolan films, itevenallowsits ~ gets accepted as truth and whose voice is traditional donors like Qatar have been applying diplomatic
women theirmoments of assertion. Butit ~ dismissed. The Homeric epic never pressure. Left unable to pay the. salanes of its cadre and with its
the past, dus isa rmsstep ‘That Madras ngh Coun ordered ud- leaves little emotional imprintbecause it~ entirely separates storytelling from li k Hamas
»me. But th refuses to engage with Odysseus in his  self-mythologising. Much of Odysseus’s rerlocal g
Actor -turned-| polmclan Vijay rodeapopularwavetoofficeon complexity — notwithstanding the tra-  adventures are revealed through hisown the Administration of Gaza and agreed to surrender its heavy
tt politics-as-usual under vails of hisjourney or the ravagesof time,  telling. He is a man whose greatest talent ‘weaponry under a 15-point roadmap of the Board of Peace.
the DMK-: AlADMI(duapoly [hathasnurkedTamll Nadu fordec- the Odysseus who returns to Ithaca after  lies in persuading others, and perhaps Besides elaborating how Hamas'’s disarmament and the de-
ades, withkey figures of the Dravidian 20longyearsinthe filmisessentiallythe even himself, of the justness of his ac- commissioning of its military infrastructure will be linked toa
movement such as Periyar. The heavy-handed use of state ma- same man who left it. tions. He s the story’s most accomplished y ised, phased of IDF and clarifying that no
‘hineryagainst the Leader of Opposition isreminiscent, however, In the London Review of Books, classi-  spin doctor. It is this that makes the epic inian weapons would Israelortoanynon-
of dismal eplsodes featuring his predecessms — the dramatic cist Emily Wilson, whose 2017 feministin- ~ profoundly contemporary. We live in an Palestinian entity, the 1so cor i
midnight poli o i duringJayalali- terpretation of Odyssey hasbeencitedby  age obsessed with narratives, with the to Hamas 'Hamas will beable to retain pnvately owned ﬁrearms
thaa rule in 2001, for instance. The police has claimed, after the Nolanas oneof his chief source materials, idea of curated identities and personal d licensed by NCAG, i
MadrasHCorder, thati it memlywzm!ed [oqusuon Udhayanidhi, writes, “Nolan’s Odyssey lacks many of  brands. Questions about who controls the of some of its police officers in the new setup, subject to vetting.
but! FIR, filec aftertheruling the elements that make the poemgreat.It ~ story increasingly determine who con- While Netanyahu has avoided cntxclsmg'!‘mmps roddmap.
party’scomplaint, suggests otherwise. hasnothing convincing tosay about time,  trols power and Homer asks, again and his far-right i IDF
In! the interval between Udhayanidhi'sstatement. and the, po- memory, history, war, or about the rela-  again, not who is the strongest, but who withdrawal, stating their avowed policy of Israeli settlements in
Ti his words acros: tionship between one warrior’s glorious ~ gets to tell the tale. Gaza. The NCAG, waiting in Cairo foraboutsixand a halfmonths
t i fcivil society. That should Matt Damon’s return and the lives of his family, adver- That complexity is largely absent from While to enter Gaza and assume governance, has still not been given
th inni i i politi- Odysseusjoins ~saries, comrades, friendsand neighbours.  Nolan's version. Matt Damon’s Odysseus Netanyahu has Tsrael. T i that member
calrhetoric. Instead. f the familiar Itlacks psychological, emotional, political ~ joins the familiar gallery of Nolan protag- avoided i fPeace
with the DMK accusing the government of using the police to and ethical depth.” onists, burdened by destiny, morally seri- el appearsto have made ingfi it
settle political scores. That's an own goal by a party and govern- galleryof Wilson’s review has drawn criticism,  ous, defined by endurance, a Hollywood criticising Any immediate progress seems unllkely aselections are
menton which many in Tamil Nadu pinned hopes for change. Nolan including from writers such as Joyce imagination of whatstoicismentails. The Trump's scheduled for October 27 in Israel. Netanyahu is trailing in the
protagonists, Carfyl Oates, for being dismissive — es- resgll i_s an ad:'aptaLion that is visually as- madmap, his opinion pollsand is a]so tacmg intense m(emal lhreals from his
burdened by pec@lly asa trans!q(or — pt‘” alllen:nanve tonishing but mlel]_ectually narrow. far~right far-right partners.
Love n’le . readings of the classic. But it is difficult to The greatest epics hold out because 2 between the USand Iran, it is almost xmpowble forhimtoagree
desnﬂy) ignore her critique altogether. The point  they throw up new questions for every coalition to specific territorial withdrawals, as he will not like to project
L3 [nnrally of an adaptation has always beentoen-  generation, even as they refuse to settle partners have tothe was also hoping for
ll](e AI does serious, gage with the question: What does this  into a singular interpretation. Nolan's been quick to T X during hisrecent tripto’ i but
defi edl; story mean now? But, as with most of his ~ film is a cinematic triumph, but in the dismissaniDE did nol succeed. He was content in emphasising that it marked
‘T CARRIES the pathos of a 21st-century tragedy, and an in- ehn Y films, be it Memento (2000), The Dark  end, it is the story of an uncomplicated ls‘?u&h an. mssevenmmeeungmmthe?res:den[m]us(ayearandahalf
dmmentevenof modern dating. The machine, it appears, endurance, a Knight (2006), or Oppenheimer (2023), man. It fails to move because it never withdrawal, ‘hus, hileF he
flove. Given th ingresponse Hollywood Nolan reads the Homeric epic asastory  stopstoask who ultimately getsto decide stating their of Gazaisacritical
1 i ip, China ion of ‘what home — and heroism — mean. avowed policy on Israel to reciprocate, subsequent progress is expected to be
bidding chatbots from culti ional dependenoe, ban I Yet Odysseus is more than the sum 1 Ii ratherslow.
ningvirtual ith minors, and requiri; what St()'IClSm total of his greatness. In every telling and The writer is senior associate OLiSrae
i usersdi distress, These entails every translation, he is a great man. But editor, The Indian Express settlements The writer is former of India to Egypt and
notmerelyabout i his charisma is matched by his manipu- paromita.chak com former it i Arab League
Against the backdrop of an ageing population — China's popu-~
lation declined for the fourth consecutive year in 2025, while the
birth rate fell to a historic low — lhey also reflect an attempt to
inthereal world. .
Yet that is easier said than done. Al companions are engin- Thatcherisolated ethnic crisis if peace negotiations nab Mukherjee, another party leader

eered to be infinitely patient and emouonal.ly fluent; unlike

theyp tosay theright
things at the the right moment. Not for them the awkwardness
of forgotten birthdays, bitter misunderstandings, and tetchy ex-
changes that begin with “we need to talk”. The algorithm offers

possibility of rejection. In societies where loneliness is increas-

ingly pervasive, such frictionless i mnmar:y becoma formidable

competition forth nuy( person.
Chinaisnot.

New York and California in the US have introduced measures

requiring chatbots to periodically disclose lhat they are not

human. trutl lcom-
panionship grows more persuasnve( the real contest may notbe
between but demand

vulnerability and those that promise affection without risk.

40YEARSAGO
August 5,1986

'INDIAN EXPRESS

THE COMMONWEALTH mini-summit broke
down, withatotally isolated British Prime
Minister, Margaret Thatcher, declining tofall
inline with the other six participants toimple-
ment the prograrnmes of economlc sanc-
South Afr listed i
accord. “Itwas sixagainst one”, a conference
sourcesaid.

Jayewardene hintsatwar

THE GOVERNMENT would be compelled
to take military action to resolve the

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

failed,said Sri Lankan President J R Jaya-
wardene. He also allayed the fears of the
peaple who thought the provincial coun-
cils' proposal would threaten the
country’s unitary nature.

Gundu Rao’s new party

FORMER CHIEF minister Gundu Rao’s new
party will be called the Indian National
Congress (Indira Gandhi) and will be
launched at a convention at the historic
Glass House in Lal Bagh on August 22. The
expelled Congress-| leader said that Pra-

New Delhi

expelled by the high command, Sisir
Bose, a prominent Congress-| rebel from
West Bengal, and Ashok Bhattacharya,
leader of the opposition in the Tripura
Assembly, and another party rebel, would
attend the convention.

Pakistan PM on Kashmir

THE PAKISTAN Prime Minister, Mohammad
Khan Junejo, has said Pakistan would agree
toa political solution to the Kashmirissue in
light of the resolutions of the United
Nationsand the Shimla agreement.



® WHAT THE OTHERS SAY
Isracl has closed all avenues
of peacefully resolving

the Palestine question.

— Dawn, Pakistan
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As GenZleads change in Subcontinent, is
Pakistan doomed to be the exception?

CRAJA MOHAN

CROSS SOUTH Asia, Gener-
ation Z has emerged as an un-
expected forcein politics. Over
thelast few years, studentsand
youth in Bangladesh, Nepal
and Sri Lanka have driven unprecedented
political change. In India too, the political
consequences of an increasingly assertive
Gen Z could be profound over the longer
term. What about Pakistan? Will it forever re-
‘main the Subcontinent’s exception?
Pakistan has the same youthful demo-
graphics as the rest of the region, and even
deepereconomicanxieties. Yetitsyouth has
struggled toshape the country’s political tra-
jectory. The army’s pervasive dominance
and extensive control have made popular
‘mobilisation exceptionally difficult. Change
still appears to come from the top; the army
remains the principal source of political

authority in the army leadership and its

preferred technocrats.

This represents an important evolution
in Pakistan’s political history. Ayub Khan,
YahyaKhan, Ziaul Haq and Pervez Mushar-
raf all interrupted constitutional politics
[hmugh mxh(ary coups. General Asim Munir

pindi

strumentalisation of religious nationalism
and the ever-expanding state control over
society have preve ion from
coalescing intoa nationwide democratic
movement comparable to those witnessed
elsewherein South Asia.

‘The Pakistan army is well placed to get
whatitwants. Yet Rawalpindi’sability tode-
liver positive changeislimited. The reforms
pushed by the army over the decades have
been less about strengthening institutions
than about concentrating greater authority
inits own hands. The justification remains
the same — that civilian politicians are cor-
rupt and incompetent.

‘While the army’s political power has
steadily expanded, its capacity to generate
broader social and economic gains has al-
ways fal.len short H.lstory offers many

hathave

that

Bringingup
miniature citizens
&Jantar Mantar

pushback

ASHOK LAL AND NASEERUDDIN SHAH

OR CENTURIES, Japanese masters have perfected
the artot the mlmature Theyrake thewild, untamed

tree, andwrap
its branches in rigid copper wire. The result is a do-
mesncated object, an omamemal dwarf, small

itious: In-

tituti

change. Whilethe rest of South Asia deb:
how young citizens are ing politics,

m-
mentsat will. Had: mecnvdla.npmesdmsen
collective action over short-term partisan
gain, they could have pushed the armyback
into the barrackslong ago.

There was one brief moment of hope. In
2006, Benazir Bhutto and Nawaz Sharif
signed the Charter of D

delivered h. Pak.

table:

istan is not one of them. Despite pnvdeged
ties with the world’s leading

tocrack the walls.
WhatJapan di

powers, theUSand now China,

soclanonthhﬂleoﬂ-nchGuLfslales Pakxs

tanhasbeen

overthelastth zeedemdes
T‘* reisli

that giv-

Having

authority marshal

gtohuman potential. First, estheroots,
allowing the physical body of the child to wither through struc-
tural neglect. Then, for those children who manage to survive,
t the capacity for critical thought, wrapping
the developing mind in the copper’ wires cf mylh. cnnfonmty
andsanitised history. Tl pm]cu is

military p
within the ituti itself.

Pakistan is once again discussing Rawal-
pindi’s power grab dressed up as reform.
The latest debate was triggered by In-
terior Minister Mohsin Naqvi's declaration
that Pakistan’s system of governance had
effectively collapsed and required asweep-
ing overhaul. If he were an ordinary politi-
cal figure, Naqvi’s call for radical reform
would have been dismissed as loose talk.
Commg from Rawalpindi’s current civilian

The confidence behind this project has
been reinforced by the new White House
warmth towards Asim Munir. The Anglo-
American mediathatonly ashort while ago
was pleadingthe case forthe releaseof Imran
Khan, jailed by Munir, isnow celebratingthe

both experienced repeated military inter-
ventions, they recugrused that democracy

will produce dramatically different out-
comes. Pakistan’s civilian leaders surely

couldsur i eonly ifcivilian is, but can they thewill for
invitis intotheir battles. llecti i i i of
The moment did not last. Both the Pak-  dissent against Munir’s plans, few would bet
istan! i Muslim  onPakistan’s political parties to prevail.
League soon reverted to the familiar xemp Pakistan’s predicament offers a wider
tation each lesson. If there is no meaningful resis-

other. Later, Imran Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-

enoughto neverchallenge power.

Let us take the case of Gujarat, a region frequently touted as
an ideal developmental model. Gujarat’s Infant Mortality Rate
(IMR) stands at 20 deaths per L00Olive births, whilein Uttar Pra-
deshitsitsatastaggering 37. Beforean Indian child canevenlearn
toread, their physical survival is a high-stakes gamble against
state apathy. For the children who beat the heavy odds of infant

self-promoted field marshal as a strategic
genius. Anglo-Americansupport hasalways
emboldened Rawalpindi to tighten its grip

over Pakistan’s 's poh[y and society.
The 3

however, Naqvi’s
serve close attention.

It is evident that Pakistan’s military es-
tablishment is contemplating not merely
anotherinterventionin politics butarede-
sign of the state. Noauthoritative draft ofa
revised political structure is in the public
domain. Yet the direction is unmistakable.
The discussion reportedly ranges from
breaking up the existing provinces into
smallerunitsand revising fiscal federalism
in favour of the Centre to vesting greater

however, is not what Munir wants
orwhat the Anglo-Americans like.
1t is whether Pakistan’s civilian
politicians are once again prepar-
ingtohelpthegeneralsconsolidate
powerand writetheirown political
death warrant. In their endless in-
ternecinestruggles, Pakistan'scivil-
ian parties have repeatedly turned
tothe army to gain advantage over
one another. That allowed Rawal-

benefiting from military endure
becoming its victim.
Thatpattern isnowsettorepeat
Intheirendless internecine  itself: to
struggles, Pakistan's civilian ~ the current civilian government.
: " ‘The generals may design the blue-
parties have repe'fltedly turned print buttheystillneed thecivilian
tothearmy togainadvantage  parliament to approve t. Butthe
over oneanother. That aunited
allowed Rawalpindi to install ;hai{“ mhy's firoject s g bleak,
« P istan’s missi en Z move-
and uninstall clvthf:m ment reinforcesﬁis imbalance.
governments at will The country has no shortage of

e-Insaf repeated the same mistake, mmally

tance to the dominant political force and
its regressive ideology societies have to

d stagnation and re-

mortahty and chronic malnumuon the educanon system de-
signed tu-
dents ou[ of formal leammg before Lhey can ever develop deep

peated humiliation. Resi ly
unposes immediate costs. Yet itisalso Lhe

through which institutions
recover their balance and political sys-
tems renew themselves.

The writer is a contributing editor on
irs for The Indian Express.

youthful anger. But the Army’s in-

Heis also the distinguished professor at the
Motwani Jadeja Institute of American Studies,
Jindal Global University and the Korean
Foundation Chair on Asian geapalitics at Council
on Strategic and Defense Research, New Delhi

LETTERS
To Tue Enprror

Arethink needed

BARELY NINE months after his
fledgling JSPwas routed in the
Bihar Assembly elections,
PrashantKishorstormed aBJP
bastion with a thumping victory
inthe Bankipur bypoll. He chal-

theseat that’

JHARKHAND POSSESSES nearly 40 per
cent of India’s mineral wealth, yet many of
its mining districts remain among the

Why must people be poorin
a state rich with minerals?

Saranda and surrounding mining villages
through better hospitals, schools, drinking
water systems, roads and livelihood pro-

tated. The consequences are visible in the
numbers. Since2019-20, India hasauctioned

rootsofi
In Gulaxat. Lhe secondary school dropou( rate sitsat 169 per

cent. Thi thegrim 1.600gov—
ernment primary scl

UP, the educational chﬁ'—edge 15 even steeper Driven largely bv
the massive closure of publi 3 per cent of

Uttar Pradesh’s 2.6 lakh schools offer a conu.nunus path of edu-
cation from Class1through to Class XII. The modermn state treats
achild’s health as an unnecessary financial expense, and their
intellect as adirect threat.

The most insidious pruning, however, is reserved for those
who manage to stay in the
classroom. The near-total eras-
ureof the Mughal period from
state-approved textbooks is a
prime example. In doing so,
the state deprives the child of
understanding the phenom-
enal philosophical, artistic,
and literary strides that de-
fined early modern India.

Crucially, it removes the
study of how a vast, multi-re-
ligious empire was held to-
gether through institutional
negotiation. This history il-
luminated the architecture of
diversity, showinghow therul-
ing class was built as a multicultural mosaic to prevent majori-
tarian or smgular factional capture. Removmg'.hxs narrauve is

country’sleast: developed Fordecades, coal,

stronghold since 1995. Itisaloss

Z protestsin the national

(‘The outsider is in: Pat

grammes. Instead, what I saw were s[rug—

434 ‘mineral blocks. Odisha auctioned 45, an institutional memory of
41, while The historical the unique, and
only Lhree, dESpl[e being the country’s s ri- fiercely debated comnbuuons of figures hke Gandhi, Nehru,

chest

Patel, and Maulana

lenged the BJPini its fort, wmnmg iron ore, bauxi d glinglocal markets, shri g
i hiletk tivity, outhand
nities living closest to these resources have asking a simple question: Where has me
that comesonthe heelsofthe Gen i with poor money gone?
pital schools, roads,pol- The DMFT Rules require every district to
d luted i and shrinking liveli- make annual reports, budgets, approved
message via PK,’ IE, August4). For hood opportunities. works, project progress, governing council

the BJP, losing the Bankipur by-
poll goes beyond the typical loss
ofastronghold and should
prompt aprobe intointernalis-
suesand a reassessment of the
electorate’s changed
demographic profile.

S$SPaul, Nadia

What BJP mustdo

DESPITE THE turbulence having
subsided forthe time being, the
leaders of the Cockroach Janta
Party have warned that they will
gather for the protest again if de-
mands are not fulfilled (‘What re-
mains of Jantar Mantar after the
crowds have gone home, IE, Au-
gust4). The BJP government
should initiate reform, prioritis-
ing transparency, ethical practice,
and corruption-free functioning
ineducation, police, judiciary,
and otherareas of governance.
They must involve Gen Z, NGOs,
and prominent members of civil
society toachieve efficiency and
accountability. The reforms
should be meaningful and effec-
tive,and for thelong run.
Subhash Vaid, New Delhi

The migrant question

SPAINREMAINS one of the prin-
cipal gatewaysto Europe, experi-
encingsustained migratory press-
ures that extend well beyond its
national borders (‘In Spain’s mi-
grant crisis, fuel for Europe’s far
right, TE, August 4). As migration
isinherently transnational, the
challenge cannot be addressed by
Spainin isolation. It requires
closer cooperation with the Euro-
pean Union, neighbouring Medi-
terranean states, and countries of
originand transit to develop coor-
dinated migration policies.
Vaibhav Goyal, Chandigarh

It was this contradiction that prompted
the Centre to establish the District Mineral
Foundation Trust (DMFT) in 2015. PM Nar-
endra. Mod: hadargued that mining-affected

socialanden-

decisions, and beneficiary details publicly
available. Yet, across Jharkhand, these dis-

closures are either missing, outdated or in-
Aining-affect

gapis equally revealing. Between 2018-19 G

and2024-25,0disha'siron ore productionin-
creased from around 120 million tonnes to

heavxlytoneddown Nehru, th i itectof
sclennﬂctemper secular statehood, and industrial planning, is

nearly180 million tonnes. khand's pro- routinel
duction i ap-
proximately 23 million tonnes.

Revenue tells an even more compelling
story. Odisha’s mineral resources are less

than half of 's. Yet in 2025-26,

outofthe history of the very public institu-

tions he built. Azad, a towering intellectual and India’s first
education minister, has had his name quietly excised from key
historical references.

By removing the intense debates and the absolute diversity
of thought within the freedom struggle, the state ensures that a

for whom the fund was created, have little

desha generated nearly Rs 46,000 crore in

child never learns how a pluralistic democracy is negotiated.

vironmental costs of extraction but receive
the least share of its benefits. DMFT sought
to correct this imbalance by ensuring thata
portion of mining revenues was reinvested
m Lhe welfare of those hvmgmmmmg -af-
t that

mains largely unfulfilled.

Trecently travelled through West Singhb-

means of knowing how

f crores

withJharkhand's

collected in their name have actually been
spent. In Jamda, once a bustling mmmg

township,

Rs22,000 crore.

comes. Several mining leases expired years
ago. As mines shut down, employment dis-
appeared The effects spread far beyond

Delayed auctions reduce
in-  Lower production means lower royalty col-
lections. Lower royalties translate into re-
duced contributions to DMFT. Mil
fected villages recelve fewer resources

How can we truly build a modern knowledge economy on

ucha

'"The co
rooted inwhat

m the “free-

domofmind”.Cl

foster

rigorous comparative historical analys:s and re-establish un-

vieldin

to the scientific temper. Only when we stop.

pruning our children’s natural curiosity and start mvesung fun-

. Transport

busi-  precisely

itself

inboth their physical well-

hum, including the Saranda mining belt,

and witnessed first-hand the
‘wideninggap between thedistrict's
immense mineral wealth and the
condition of its people. West
Singhbhum, home to some of In-
dia's richest iron ore reserves,

Odisha’s mineral resources
areless than half of
Jharkhandss. Yet in 202526,
Odisha generated nearly Rs

ness, roadside eateries emptied, shops

struggled to survive, and young
people increasingly migrated in
searchof work.

Cross the border into Barbil in
neighbouring Odisha, barely 20 km
away, and the contrast is striking.

has been allowed to stagnate. The debate
around DMFT, therefore, is not merely about
financial accounting; it is about restoring
trust. Before organising new investment
summits or announcing ambitious indus-
trial plans, the state must first demonstrate
that it can effectively manage the resources

liberty will the next generation grow to its natural, expansive
height. Onlythen canthey castawideand protectiveshadeacross

the future of the republic.
i the GenZ isalready
theirrightto grow intociti i i . They
il pol-
icy failures, whilst: ioning rewriteof

§houldhave beenamodel ofinclus- 46000 crore in mjn‘mg The geology isidentical. Themin- italready possesses. their own past. In response, Lhe state 1s employmg oppressive
ive development. Between 2016 B eral deposits are the same. What Th| t refusing
and 2026, nearly Rs 3,700 crore ac- revenue compared with differsi is governance. Odisha en- The writer is Jharkhand’s first Chief Minister ot and actively 10 EIOW.
cumulated underits DMFT. Such ~ Jharkhand's Rs 22,000 crore  sured mining the Leadler of the Opposition

1d leases expired. Jharkhand hesi- inthe Jharkhand Legislative Assembly | Lalisapl hah s a the d film actor

ot

PRASKANVA SINHARAY

TASLIMA NASRIN'S visit to Kolkata is a
significant event for Bengal politics. She
hasbeen living in exile for more than three
decades since Islamic fundamentalist
groups in Bangladesh targeted her for her
critical writings on religious texts and
political fundamentalism, and 1ssued fat-
wasafterthe icationof her

Thereturnof the writer to her home away fromhome

Hindu nationalist forces.

Her return to the city she identifies as
“home away from home” after 19 years, to
speak at a public meeting, is not only im-
portant for the ruling BJP government in
West Bengal, but it also raises larger ques-
tions about religious majoritarianism.

Nasrin had toleave West Bengal in 2007
when the Left Front was in power. The in-
ability ofthe secular Left government toen-
sure hersafety and maintain lawand order
inthe face of agitations by religious funda-

novel Lajja (1993). Nasrin acquired Swed-
ish citizenship after Bangladesh revoked
her passport, and kept on shuttling be-

was widely criticised. The sub-
sequent TMC government also could not
bringherbacktothecity. Both the Leftand
the TMCgovernments were accused of mi-

tween countries. But she

yex- nority andgivingintotheas-
pressed her wish (ostay inlIndia, closerto  sertionsofIslamic func ¥ fail-
her Shet rey at-  ingto the wri ivist in

tacked by right-wing Islamist groups and

astate with a significant Muslim popula-

tion. Nasrin’s return after almost two dec-
ades is now an opportunity for the Hindu
nationalist BJP to portray itself as capable
ofleadingastronggovernment that canen-
sure the security of the feminist writer-in-
exile from Islamic i

Sikdar called her visit a testament to the
party’s electoral slogan “bhoy out, bhorosa
in” (fear out, confidence in).

The presence of the chief minister, Su-
vendu Adhikari, at Nasrin’s public meeting

force:

Thisisevident fromthe chainof events
surrounding her arrival in the city. Bill-
boards were put up in the streets, and
people blew conch shells to welcome the
writer at the airport; her visit was reported
by some media houses as “ghar wapsi”
(homecoming), and the BJP MLA Sourav

This isamoment to revisit
Nasrin’s life and writings, which
foreground larger questions about
democracy and freedom of speech

epaperindianexpress:com ST |

atRabi Sadan further points to the
likely use oftmswsmbymeBJPleadersmp

homeland finds a safe haven ina country
also witnessing majoritarian rule. This is,
therefore, amoment to revisit Nasrin’s life
and writings, which foreground larger
questions about democracy and freedom
of speech, “secular humanism”, and no-
tions of home and exile. Nasrin has been

asadouble-edged d.Onth hand,
it is a chance for the BJP government to
craft aliberal image by comparing itself
with its predecessors, whom it accuses of
minority appeasement. On the other hand,
the BJP s likely to cite the case of Nasrin,
as it has done before, as an example to es-
sentialise and vilify Muslim culture and
politics as anti-women and regressive.
Nasrin’s visit to Kolkata and the cel-
ebrationsaround it thus presentan old and
known paradox. A writer who has been a
victim of religious majoritarianism in her

New Delhi

an ardent ad against religious ma-
joritarianism and has unequivocally criti-
cised all religious texts, labelling them as
“out of placeand out of time”. Humanism,
she has argued, should be the “new faith”.
Her visit to Kolkata is not a story of party
politics, of bhoy and bharosa, but the tale
of the return of the writer-activist who
stands against religious fundamentalism
and majoritarian politics.

The writer is a political
scientist based in New Delhi
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WHILE NRI INTEREST IN FCNR(B) DEPOSITS IS SKY-HIGH, RUPEE’S TRAJECTORY IS LIKELY TO BE MORE SEDATE

Inflows of $49 billion in 2 months,
butno 2013-like boostfor rupee

Siddharth Upasani
New Delhi, August 4

OVERJUNEand July, Indiahas
received $49 billion in the form
of Foreign Currency Non-Resi-
dent (Bank) deposits, two types
of foreign loans, and net invest-
mentingovernment bonds. But
the rupee has hardly budged: on
Tuesday, it closed at 95.38 per
dollar, just 0.4% stronger than
whereitstood onJune4, the day
before the government and the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) an-
nounced a raft of measures to
boost foreign inflows.
Contrast this with 2013,
when a similar concessional
swap window for FCNR(B)
deposits wasannounced. From
67.6-per-dollar on September 3,
2014 — the day before the in-
coming governor, Raghuram
Rajan made the announcement
— the rupee rose almost 10%to
61.7-per-dollar in the first 42
days of the scheme. “Such
schemes work best when they
are aimed at addressing local
imbalances and adverse
country-specific perceptions,
not global risks,” ANZ econ-
omists Sanjay Mathur and Dhi-
raj Nim said inanoteon Fnday,
of

such, these dollars don’t enter
the open market for foreign
currencies and don't help in
meetingthe demand for them.

And the exchange rate is
determined by the supply of
and demand for dollars in the
open market.

If the supply of dollars
increases, that would reduceits
price and strengthen the rupee,
justlike any item whose supply
increases. Think of farmers
dumping tomatoes or other
farm produce by the truckload
when a good harvest leads
to a jump in supply and a
pricecrash.

But if the dollars from the
swap windows are going
directly to the RBI, why is it
not leading to a matching
increase in the central bank’s
holdings of foreign currency
assets (FCA)?

BetweenJune8and July17,
Indian banks raised $17 billion
of FCNR(B) deposits. Mean-
while, the central bank’s hold-
ings of FCA only rose by $7 bil-
lionorso.

Delays, forwards,
hedges
One reason why the RBI's

FCAdidnotriseat

pointing to the r
the West Asia conflict and the
consequent riseinoil pricesand
thedollar’sstrength.

Mismatch in numbers
The swap window for
FCNR(B) deposits works like
this: banks get dollar deposits
and send them directly to the
RBIin exchange for rupees. As

as inflows under the swap
schemeisthe operational delay.
“Inprinciple, while RBI provides
weekly change in FCA every
Friday, every bank has a desig-
nated time during the week to
swap these FCNR(B) deposits
with RBI and get equivalent
rupee resources. Thus, it is
entirely possible that FCNR(B)

©10% GAININ 2013 VS 0.4% NOW: FCNR(B)
INFLOWS NOT STRENGTHENING RUPEE

1 1f th pace
holdsand nonew problemscrop
up, bankersexpect NRIsto keep
taking advantage of the 19x
leverage they are being offered

® Rupee movement in 2013 ® Rupee in2026
100 ¢
SR e ) 85,38
90 lg5.09 3T )
80

70 B
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and potentially pouri
as $75 billion by September 30,
when the window ends.
According to an official ata
private bank, NRIs are literally
hmngup to makemaedeposns

Why are indices diverging
under new auction system?

Akash Mandal &
George Mathew
Mumbai, August 4

The Closing Auction Session
(CAS), introduced by stock
exchanges on Monday for cash
marketstocks with derivatives,
gotofftoan start.

50. The additional 20 stocks in
the Nifty can have a meaning-
ful impact on the index, par-
ticularly when they witness
sharpprice ing

How does the auction
work?
The CASrunsfor20 minutes,
from 3:15PM to 3:35PM.
3:20PM: Thesys-

the closing auction, an analyst

said. Even among the stocks

common to both indices,
i diff

In its first two days, the NSE
Nifty, the BSE Sensex and
several stocks ended with
divergent closing pnces
Instead of the

Heavyweights such as Re-
liance Industries, HDFC Bank
and ICICI Bank carry different
weights in the Sensex and the
Nifty. Asaresult, in

closing price based on the

afew heavily weighted Sensex

“For
taking minimum deposits of
$50,000, they will see people

ST IS ER9283839RrRS queueup.Theard thishappened

2 = »—,L,LSEEEE"EE;E’ in SBI's GIFT City branch —

peoplewe:eactuallyslandmg in

Note: T refers to the day FC! p window in2013 issuchagoodin-

4)and 2026 (4 Investing.com  yestment,” an official at a bank

who did not wish to be named,

said. Many banks have a mini-

deposit numbersarebeingcap-  forward market. Thismeansit mum deposit threshold of
turedby RBland becomeapart ~ must provide $103billioninthe  around $500,000.

of FCAwithaclearlag”saidSou-  future. Data shows $9 billion of While interest in FCNR(B)

‘mya Kanti Ghosh, State Bankof  this needs to be given in July  depositsis sky-high, the rupee’s

India’s Group Chief Economic itself. Maybe that's where some  trajectoryislikelyto be morese-

Advisor. Then there are other
routes where the dollars may be
going. The reemergence of ten-
sions between US and Iran over
the second half of July
weakened the rupee; this was
countered by the RBI's dollar
sales, which in turm would have
offset some of the inflows.

This is called spot market
intervention by the central
bank. There is also the forward
market. Selling dollars in this
marketallowsthe RBItostopthe
rupee from falling without hav-
ingtosell dollars immediately.
AndtheRBIhasbeenveryactive
inthis segment.

AttheendofJune,ithad sold
$103billion on a net basis in the

ED cases under PMLA rose
to a four-year highin FY26

Aanchal Magazine
New Delhi, August4

THE CASES by the

 Convictions secured by ED under PMLA

o Cc

secured ® Totalca

registered by ED under PMLA

Enforcement Directorate (ED)
under the country’s anti-
money laundering law
increased toafour-year high of
1,080inthe financial year 2025-
26, taking the total cases to
4,622 in the last five years.

The conviction rate, how-
ever, remained low with the
agency securing conviction
onlyin093% or43casesduring
2021-22t02025-26.

The agency had seen a de-
cline in the number of cases
registered under the Preven-
tion of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) from 2021-22 to 2023-
24, before picking up again in
2024-25 and 2025-26, data pres-
ented by the government in
Parliament on Tuesday
showed.

In response to a written
question by CPI(M)s V
Sivadasan in Rajya Sabha,
Minister of State for Finance
Pankaj Chaudhary said the ED
has filed  prosecution
complaints in 2444 cases
under the PMLA provisions
before the Special Courts,
PMLA as on June 30 this year.

“These cases are at various
stages of trial. The ED has
arrested 1,243 accused under
the provisions of the PMLA,”
the minister said. The agency
had registered 1,116 cases in
2021-22, which thendeclined to
953in2022-23, and then to 698
cases in2023-24, before picking

0000
e .

202122 202223 202324 202425 2025-26

'SOURCE: FINANCE MINISTRY, RAJYA SABHA

Convictions secured
during FY21-FY26

43

Casesregistered by
EDunder PMLA

4,622

upagainto775casesin2024-25
and 1,080 in 2025-26. In total,
the ED has registered 4,622
cases under PMLA in the last
five years, the data showed.
The rate of convictions was
slow, with the agency securing
convictions only in 43 cases in
the last fi ive years of the tolal

only after obtaining sanction
from the competent authority
under section 279(1) of the In-
come-tax Act, upon completion
of investigation and recording
of facts, the minister said.
Detailed breakup showed
that the Income Tax Depart-
mentwasabletosecure convic-

of the new inflows have gone.
Banks, too, are playing a role in
the reduced visible impact of
FCNR(B) deposit inflows.

‘With the RBI only bearing
the exchanging rate risk for the
principal amount of these de-
posits, banks must protect their

date. Accordingto TanveeGupta
Jain, UBS’ Chief India Econ-
omist, shifting external condi-
tions mean the rupee could end
2026-27 largely unchanged at
around 96-per-dollar. This
would reflect the balance be-
tween a “modestly improved

dollar interest from I outlookand
any currency risk.So,banksare  persistent medium-term struc-

irinterest tural inds” such as the
relatedexchangeraterisk,which  need to attract higher net For-

raises demand for dollars in the
future — and puts pressure on
therupee.

Future of FCNR(B),
rupee

Non-residents’ interest in
FCNR(B) deposits cannot be

eign Direct Investment, risks to
IT services exports from Al-
driven disruption, and a
stronger dollar should the US
Federal Reserve increase inter-
estrates.

FULLREPORTON

consti eeptheindes

vol age price
(VWAP) of trades during the
last 30 minutes of trading, the
closing priceis now discovered
through a 20-minute auction
held between 3:15PM and
3:35 PM. The move aims to im-
provetransparency, strengthen
pricediscovery and reducethe
scope for price manipulation at

in positive territory even as the
broader Nifty declines.
The di is expected

tem calculates the reference
price and shifts from normal
trading to the auction session.

®3:20PM t0 3:25PM: Inves-
tors can place both market and
limit orders.

W3:25PM to 3:30PM: Only li-
‘mited orderscan be placed. Mar-
ketorderscannot be modified or
cancelled. The system closes
order entry at a random time
duringthe lasttwo minutes (3:28
PMto 3:30PM) to prevent ma-

tonarrow furtherin the coming

mAfter order entry closes:

days. “Both th have
separate order books for CAS
similar to the continuous trad-
ing session and hence, the
prices of the individual stocks

and
sellorderstodeterminethefinal
closing price.

The closing price is deter-
mined using an equilibrium

the close. For stocks are also diffe Asthe price the priceat
without derivatives, indexi 1based hicht numberof
the existing volume- onthepricesdetermined  shares can be traded, with mar-
weighted average price of the individual stocks, ket orders getting priority over
mechanism continues. L ] theindexvaluescanalso limitorders. Thereference: price

After its introduc-
tion, Nifty showed a
rise of 1.60% on Monday while
the Sensex gained only 0.70%,
showing a big gap in closing
levels. This divergence was
much more than the normal

bedifferent,” NSEsaidin
an official note.

Old closing price
system

The new CAS system funda-
menra].!y chmes how the off

510%

On ’l’uesday. me chfferenoe
narrowed — while NSE Nifty
closed with aloss of 0.64%, the
BSE Sensex showed a loss
0f0.27%.

Why benchmarks
diverged

Reliance Industries Ltd
(RIL) shares closed lower by
1.22% on the Bombay Stock

WWW .COM

Challenges won’t alter
IndiGo’s long-term
direction, says new CEO

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, August 4

THE OPERATING environ-
ment for the aviation sector has
become dynamic and is cur-
rently replete with challenges,
but it won’t alter the long-term
direction that India’s largest
airline IndiGo has decided to
take, the carrier’s new Chief
Executive Officer (CEO) Willie
idinan

increasingly dynamic. Aviation
today faces evolving airspace
challenges, supply chain con-
straints, and changing global
conditions. And these realities
require us to remain agile, dis-
ciplined, and resilient. Yet they
do not change our direction. If
anything, they reinforce the
qualities that have always de-
fined IndiGo, our unwavering

con.umtment to safety, oper-
d deliver-

ployees on Tuesday.

He also called upon
employees to be agile, disci-
plined, and resilient in the face
of the challenging operating

lﬂg conslstency to our cus-
tomers,” Walsh said on the
occasion of IndiGo’s 20th anni-
Vers

Indian mmers wezea).ready

(BSE) while it
showed a loss of 2.13% on the
National Stock Exchange (NSE)
on Tuesday. ICICI Bank closed
withaloss of 0.37% on the NSE
while the private lander’sstock
‘was marginally up by 0.06% on
the BSE. Infosys was down by
0.43% on the BSE but lower by
106%on the NSE.

The Sensex comprises 30
stocks, while the Nifty includes

Taxation laws
(Amendment)
Billtabled in

Lok Sabha by FM

New Delhi: A new set of tax
reliefs placed for Parliament’s
consideration on Tuesday could
make India a more attractive
and predictable place for global
capital, manufacturing and
business to come and stay, a fi-

‘ter dominat-
ing the Indian skies with a
domestic market share of a
staggering 66%, IndiGo has
now set its eyes on ramping up
itsinternational operationsand

facing’

tan closing its airspace tothem
since late April of last year. The
operating environment got
worseduetothe West Asiawar,
which led to more airspace re-

ictionsin the Gulfregi d

even serving long-haul routes.

v
“India wants global invest-

derivative contracts are deter-
mined. Until last week, the clos-
ing price —whichservesasthe
benchmark for calculating the
closing value of stock indices,
valuing mutual fund portfolios,
marking institutional holdings
to market and settling deriva-
tives contracts— was based on
the volume-weighted average
price (VWAP) of all trades
executed during the final
30 minutes of the normal trad-
ing session. The Securities and
Exchange Board of India (SEBI)
formally directed stock ex-
changes to introduce the CAS
system through a circular is-
sued on January 16, 2026.

The circular mandated
exchanges to i the

is based on the VWAP of trades
between3PMand 3:15PM, while
aprice band of 3% applies dur-
ing the auction. Unexecuted
limit orders fromthecontinuous
trading session are carried for-
ward, subject tospecified condi-
tions.

Whydoestheindex
appear frozen?

During the auction period,
there is no continuous match-
ing of trades between 3:15PM
and 3:30PM, so the live index
graphappearsunchanged even
though orders continue to be
collected. However, exchanges
display indicative prices and
indexvaluesbased on continu-
ously updated equilibrium
prices. On the first day of
implementation, 515 trading
members participated, placing
orders on behalf of 56,773
unique PAN holders — higher
than participation in the pre-
open auction session — indi-
catingstrong initial

new mechanism from August
3,2026.

*BRIEFLY

LICOFS gets
highest-ever bid

New Delhi: The
government’s 6.5% stake
salein LIC saw massive
interest from institutional
investorswhoputina
whopping Rs 36,400 crore
worth bids — the highest-
ever forany offer for sale
(OFS).Four years afterits
1PO, which had fetched Rs

of the new closing auction
mechanism.

Bharti Airtel net
rises 37%, ARPU
jumps 5.6%in Q1
New Delhi: Bharti Airtel re-
ported a37.3%rise in profit
aftertaxtoRs 8,167 crore in
the June quarter, driven by
strong growth across India
and Africaoperations, the

company said on Tuesday.
Revenue from operations

43 ca
between FY22 FY26, the
number of persons accused
convicted in these cases stood
at104.

Incometax cases

Atotal of 2,127 prosecution
cases were filed by the Income
Tax Department over the last
five years (2021-2210 2025-26).

The number of prosecution
cases were the lowest in three
yearsat432in2025-26as against
611in2024-25, 502in 2023-24
and 387in2022-23.

Inincome tax matters, pros-
ecution complaints are filed

tioninjust thelast
five years, with the convictions
being the lowest in two years at
47in2025-26. The rate of acquit-
tals was high, withatotal of 854
cases seeing acquittals over the
last five years, with the acquit-
tals in 2025-26 rising to a four-
year high of 293. The finance
ministry, however, said the
number of prosecution cases
filed and the figures relating to
conviction or acquittal are not
directly correlated, as convic-

Walsh, aninter: avi-
ation industry veteran who
until recently was the director
general of the global airline
trade grouping International
Air Transport Association
(IATA), took charge as IndiGo
CEO on Monday. His appoint-
ment follows the abrupt exit of
former CEO Pieter Elbers in
March. Elbers’s resignation fol-
lowed the network-wide
disruptionthat IndiGo faced in
early December, leading to

tions or may pertain ~ th ds of flights getting
tocases filed indifferentyears. ~ cancelled.
FULLREPORTON “Theenvironment in which

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

we operate today is becoming

pushedupjet fuel
costs. Moreover, supply chain
issues have plagued the global
aviation industry by slowing
down aircraft and engine
deliveries for a few years now.
While IndiGo has also been
impacted, which is evident
from its recent decision to exit
itsdamp-leased wide-body op-
erationstill it getsits own twin-
aisle jets starting next year, the
airline is betting big on long-
range routes as its next growth
frontier. IndiGo has 60 wide-
body Airbus A350 aircraft on
order. FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

21,000 crore fora3.5% duringthe quarter rose
ment funds, cloud businesses, | stake, the governmentis 18.3%to Rs 58,539 crore.
and infrastructure investorsto | now sellinga further 6.5% Airtel India’s average rev-
route more of [heix activity sta.ke in LIC viaan OFS enue per user (ARPU)

wh iz with by5.6%toRs264
;a:d Finance Mxmster Nirmala = theupcomingmegalPOof-  duringthereported quarter

introducedtheTax- | ferings of the NSE and Re- compared toRs250a
ation and Other Laws (Amend- = liance Jio Platforms. PTI yearago. PTI
ment) Bill, 2026 inthe LokSabha
on Tuesday, proposing a slew of
taxconcessionsaimed atattract-
ingforeign investment, suppor- | ® MARKETS
ting i in,
and improving ease of doing
businessin the country. z z ($)
“Overseas players are often Gold » USDollar »
unsure whether operatinginor | Sepsex NIFTY
through India will createan un-~ 7842895 2461490 %1,42,866 9538
expected tax exposure. These P i B
proposals provide clear, stable | ~210.08 -15940 el
and predictabletaxtreatment as 027 0, Silver + Oi
well asthe processtogetthede- | ~ 0.27 -0.64% 328,635 $88.12

sired tax treatment,” the source
added. FE

NOTE: GOLD, SILVER RATES AS PER INDIA BULLION AND JEWELLERS ASSOCIATION
GOLDPER10G, SILVER PER 1 KG: CRUDE OIL(INDIAN BASKET) AS OF AUGUST 3, 2026

@ ODYSSEY STILL RESONATES EVEN AFTER 3,000 YEARS AS KEY THEMES CONCERN THE TIMELESS HUMAN EXPERIENCE, SAYS YALE UNIVERSITY’S ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF CLASSICS BENEDEK KRUCHIO

Yale to Cambridge, how The Odysseyis reviving academlc culturalinterestin epic poem

Aanchal Magazine
New Delhi, August 4

HOW DOES Homer’s glory-
seeking hero, Odysseus, resist
the urge to tell the cyclops
Polyphemus his real name in
the screen version? Why is he
portrayed as more of a
guilt-ridden war veteran than
the complicated trickster that
he was? And why is he shown

est in the epic that many
researchers are viewing it as a
cultural renaissance.

‘The Homeric homecoming
is paving way for a different

Last spring, Yale University’s
Assistant Professor of Classics
Benedek Kruchié taught a
coursecalled ‘Odyssean Recep-
tions: A Journey Through the

kind of

tailored  History of Li Film,
courses, screenings of adapta- ~ wherein he traced Odyssean in-
tions, free access to ancient lit-  fluences through the history of

eratureand Greekresearch—in
leading universities across the
world.

patting hisloyal dogArgusafier Acadentic interest
hisreturn when hedoesn’tdoso The University of Cam-
inthe poem? bridgeinthe UK hasopened up
Christopher Nolan’s The itsresearch collection on The
Odyssey has sparked p]enty of  Odysseytill September30. It had
erhowitinter-  alsos awebinar this

prets and diverges from
Homer’s 3,000-year-old Greek
epic. The film, however, has
sparked such a renewed inter-

month, ‘Cambridge Classicists

React to Nolan’s Odyssey’.
Theinterest in Nolan’sadap-

tationeven preceded itsrelease.

literature and film — from
ancient epics and poetry to
modern film adaptations such
astheCoen Brothers’ O Brother,
Where Art Thou? Kruchié will
teachthiscourseagaininayear.
“It’s going to be accompanied
by a series of film i

of Cambridy

thatare opentothe public. And
I'm developing another course
thatbringstogether ancient lit-
eratureand film, which will in-
vestigate the relationship be-
tween Hollywood storytelling

inthe UK has opened upits research

exciting examples are Stanley
Kubrick’s 2001: A Space Odys-
sey(1968) and Mario Camerini’s
Ulysses (1954). Butit'salsoworth
branching outinto contempor-
ary literature and reading Alice
Oswald’s magnificent poem
Nobody and Laszl6 Kraszna-
horkai’s novella Chasing
Homer (both 2019),” Kruchié
said inane-mail.

Meanwhile, the University
of Manchester partnered with
Universal Pictures to showcase
a rare 1,700-year-old parch-
ment of the poem, one of the

The
collection on The Odyssey till

andancientliterary genres,” he

told The Indian Express.
Nolan'’s adaptation is his fa-

vourite apart from filmsthaten-

epaper.indianexpress;oom.. -

JODYSSEYMOVIE

gage more loosely with Homer,
suchasJean-Luc Godard’s Con-
tempt (1963) and O Brother,
WhereArt Thou?(2001). “Other

earliestsurviving and
alsothrewitopen for publicdis-
play twodays before the movie's
release.

The University of Cincinnati
in Ohio, US, in a recent article

New Delhi

highlighted the role of its ar-
chaeologist, Carl Blegen, who
had helped unearth the city of
Troy — a central location in
Homer’s works — during exca-

ati between1932and

grapples with bigtopicssuchas
therupture of cultural memory
and a civilisation in crisis,”
hesaid.

So, why does Odyssey still

1938. Some of the most trench-
ant criticism has come from
Emily Wilson — the University
of Pennsylvania professor
known for her celebrated and
simpletranslation of The Odys-
sey which Nolan took inspira-
tion from. Kruchi6 said many
keyepisodes and charactersare
missing from the film.
“ButIdon’t think thisis a
bad thing at all: adaptations
that take creative liberties can
be exciting, and in my view,
Nolan has given us a thought-
provoking Odyssey that

fter3,000 years?

Kruchid said many of the Odys-
sey’s key themes concern the
timeless human experience —
war, love, revenge, travel, and
curiosity, going out and map-
pingtheworld. “And then, what
it means to be civilized and
mortal. As a cunning and in-
genuous hero, Odysseus is a
really compelling character.
And let’s not forget that Homer
is a masterful narrator. The
Odyssey is a compelling read,
full of plot twists and suspense.”
FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM



THE INDIAN EXPRESS

Explaine

16 WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5,2026 °
.o @ieExplained * ECONOMY
k%re?{fpm (] "
that you would ||ke explalned please wrnye k: e Cut 9 (e 9 O ] HOW RBI Mosteconomists expecta ‘status qUO'
explained@indianexpress.com oninterest rates this time. But even
d 3 d l 3 when RBI chooses to hold the course, it
* GLOBAL eCI e S monetary p O lcy does so after weighing several factors

To become next
UN chief, getting
‘PS5’ onboard is key

a e
EXPERTEXPLAINS
MANJEEV SINGH PURI

FORMER AMBASSADOR OF INDIA
TOTHE EUAND NEPAL

THE UNITED Nations Security Council (UNSC) held its
first “straw poll” on Thursday for choosing the next Sec-
retary-General of the UN (UNSG), whose five-year term
would start on January 1, 2027.

Although the poll’s results weren'tannounced, three
candidates from Latin America are believed to have scored
well: CostaRica’s Rebeca Grynspan, aneconomist who
heads UN Trade and Development (UNCTAD); Carolyn
Birkett, Guyana's Permanent Representative to the UN:
and Rafael Grossi from Argentina, whois director general
ofthe International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

Appointment process

The UNSC consists of 15 members: five permanent
members (P5) — China, France, Russia, the UK, and the
US —and 10 non-permanent members elected for two-
year terms by the UN General Assembly.

Straw polls is a UNSC process which doesn’t disclose
the name of the voting member-state. The slips carry the
name of the candidate and UNSC members note
“encourage”, “discourage”, or leave them blank. While
this round didn’t distinctly mark the slips as belonging to
the PS or non-permanent
members, the slips of the
Pswill be coloured in the
upcam.mg rounds. Draw-

THEU.N. CHARTER
© TheUl
governed by Article 97 of the UN
charter: 'the Secretary-General
shall be appointed by the General
Assembly upon the recommen-
dation of the Security Council.

® The Security Council's pri-
macy in this processis clear. It
forwards one name to the Gen-
eral Assembly for

coloured slip 1nd1ca[es a
likely PS veto.

Of course, views of
countries canchange, as
repeated straw polls are
conducted until thereisa
clear candidate with nine
encourageslips and no

slip, thatis, support of the
majority in the 15-member

UNSC and no veto.

Theappointment of the UNSG is governed by Article
97 ofthe UN charter: that “the Secretary-General shall be
appointed by the General Assembly upon the
recommendation of the Security Council”. The primacy
ofthe UNSC in this process is clear: it forwards just one
nameto the General Assembly for endorsement.

Candidates in thefray

Considering the current UNSG, Antonio Guterres, is
from Portugal and his immediate two predecessors were
from Asia (Ban Ki-moon of South Korea) and Africa (Kofi
Annan of Ghana) respectively, the expectation is that this
time, the choice will fall on someone from Latin America
and perhaps a woman, as none have held the position.

Othercandidates include Michelle Bachelet, former
President of Chile; Maria Espinoza, former Foreign Min-
ister of Ecuador; Macky Sall, former President of Senegal;
and Olara Otunnu, a former UN official from Uganda. Can-
didates need tobe byatleastone b
though not necessarily by their own country.

Thethree candidates who are said to have done well in
the first straw poll are from countries with good relations.
with the Donald Trump administration in the US. This is
particularly important but the others in the PS, particu-
larly Chinaand Russia, may have their own views.

Forinstance, Grossi has had to deal with sensitive nu-
clearissuesat the IAEA. As head of UNCTAD, Grynspan
appears to have been able to positively leverage develop-
ingcountries on the UNSC, while Birkett would have
benefited from a certain camaraderie from fellow
Amt asaPermanent ive.

Considering there’s nobar on the entry of more candi-
dates as the process unfolds, success in the end may not be
with thestrongest candidate in terms of multilateral and
diplomatic qualifications, but one who can surmount the
biggest hurdle — a certain acceptability with all of the PS.

U MisrA '

THE MONETARY policy committee (MPC)
of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) will un-
veil its next policy statement today.
Once every two months, the RBI's MPC
sitsdown to take stock of India’s economy
ide whether it ‘hange the
interest rates prevailing in the country.
Most economists and observers expect
theRBIto “maintain astatus quo” on inter-
est rates. The lack of any change in the
rates, however, should not detract fromthe
fact that economies around the world are
facing a fairly level of un-

« Retail inflation creeping up

CHART 1: Consumer Price Index, or retail inflation (v.0.v % cuance)
8

« Reporate steadily coming down

CHART 2:RBI'sreporate, or the interest rate at which it lends to banks ins)

certainty. Even when a central bank de-
cides to do nothing, as it were, it bases its
decision after considering several factors.

‘What’s the point of RBI monetary
policy reviews?

Like all central banks, the RBI too is
cha:ged with the responsxblhly of main-

pricesin: Itdoes
this by targeting the retail inflation rate at
4% (withacomfort band of two percentage
points on eitherside).

The RBI's research has shown that this
is the ideal rate of inflation that promotes
sustained economic growth. If the inflation
rate remains persistently higher than 4%,
it erodes the purchasing power of con-
sumers, Ifit stays persistently below 4%, it
weakens the profit incentive of producers.

‘The main tool with which the RBI tries
to achieve this 4% inflation target is by
tweaking the i mteresl rate it charges when
itlenc ¥ banks
tomeet their shon term needs. This inter-
estrate s called the “reporate”.

When the RBI evaluates that economic
growth is weak and inflation rate is falling
below its target, it reduces the repo rate —
making it cheaper forcommercial banksto
borrow. When the cost of their own borrow-
ing falls, commercial banks cut the rate at
which they lend tothe rest of the economy
— be ita consumer seeking to buy a caror
a businesswoman looking to start a firm.
This is how the RBI incentivises economic
growth while maintaining price stability.

When the RBI sees inflation rate going
up too high — either because there is too
muchdemand for goods and services or be-
causethereistoolittle supply — it raises the
repo rate to dampen demand. A repo rate
increase triggers banks to raise interest
rates, thus forcingmanytogive up their de-
mand for anew car ora new business.
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What very least, keep rates higher for longer. fic, diesel consumption, GST e-way bill gen-
In any meeting, the RBI has [hree 2.US-IRANHOSTILITIES: Thesameargu-  eration growth, all slowed compared with
choices: hike interest rates, cut interest ment applies here as well. If the warcon-  June2025”. Ontheotherhand, “port cargo
rates or maintain status quo. tinues, supply of energy wnll remain con- traffic, telecom subscribers, vehicle regis-
On the face of it, the RBI targets the re- strained and pri trations and GST collections have main-
tail inflation rate. That, of course, is the elevated. Thisismoresobecauseapartfrom  tained upward momentum” in the same
‘main variable on which it basesits decision. the Strait of Hormuz, now even shipping  quarter (April, May and June).
Chart 2 shows retail inflation has risen throughthe Red Seahas come under threat. Cleaﬂy, the high frequencyindicatorsare
through 2026 and is now just above the 4% Such an assessment will likely singe any mixed picture of th
target, even though it is still within the RBI plans within the RBI fo cut interest rates. A mixed picture suggests that the
comfortzone of2%to0 6%. Chart1showsthe 3.MONSOON, EL NINO, INFLATION: Re-  underlying growth momentum is uneven
movement of the repo rate over the same gardless of what happenstocrudeoilprices, —thatis, itis not the case thatevery sector
period. But lookingat just headline inflation there is another big threat to domesticin-  islooking up. This, in turn, hasakey policy
is not enough. As things stand, one can flation in the form of El Nifio. EINifiocon-  implication: The RBI will have to be cau-
argueforaratecut:afterall, inflation is close ditionsare likely to intensifyinthecoming  tious about raising interest rates.
to the target level and well within the com- months. As of end-July, rainfall is 13% If all sectors were doing well, the RBI
fort zone even as economic growth is ex- below average and more than 40% of area  could betempted to raise rates in the hope
down. Or, fora ike, since Rate inthe country remainsin the deficientcat-  that the underlying growth momentumis
inflation is steadily rising up over the past actions by egory. Water reservoir levels are consider-  robust enough to take an interest rate hike
few months. But since the effect of a repo ablylowerthan what they wereat the: same in its stride. But if growth is not broad-
rate tweak takes time to percolate through key central stage last year. These can affect rabi based, arate hike canalso hurt several sec-
theeconomy months), acen- banks Food inflation was already well above torsthat were inany case notdoingas well.
tralbank: ider factors. 5% in June and these developments may 5. ACTION OF OTHER CENTRAL BANKS:
1In many ways, the RBI has to continu- Asof July, US tilt the RBI towards either raising ratesor ~ Typically, interest rates in India are higher
ously assess not just where growth and in- Fed, European keeping them at the same level. than the interest rates in the developed
flation are at present but where they willbe Central Bank, 4.QUALITY OF GROWTHMOMENTUM: ALl countries such as the US and euro area be-
inafewmonths. Hereisalist of some of the Bank of Japan, tobalar cause the inflation rate is also higher. This
other key factors that RBI is likely to take and Bank of trolling inflation and promotingeconomic  gap between the two interest rates often
into account in its deliberations. growth. Further, while decidingonitsrate  playsabigroleinattractingglobal investors
1.CRUDEOIL PRICES: Higher crude prices F‘“Q‘“‘d all policy, the RBI concernsitselfnotjustwith  toinvestinIndiaviathe bond market (a mar-
don’t just raise domestic inflation but also maintained the level of growth but also assesses the l\elwhen mone'ylslentaud borrowed), thus
worsen India’s trade deficit, hitexchange ~ statusquoonthe  qualityofgrowth It irel p that by Indian
rate, increase government debt and bring rates in their possible that the growth rate in the past ¢ i rell as the
down economic growth. Thanks to the economies. year or the last quarter was strong enough Assuch, if other central banks raise in-
shaky ceasefire between the US and Iran, but there are emerging signs of weakness.  terest rates, there is pressure on the RBI to
crude oil prices continue to swing wildly » To assess this, the RBI looks at the pic-  follow suitand protect India's attractiveness
from one week to another. But, crucially, This brings ture painted by a whole host of high fre-  asan investment destination for debt funds.
since the middle of June when the peace down the quency indicators. Forinstance, asarecent Butthereisaflipsidetoo. Higherinterest
deal was signed, crude oil prices have gone essaréonithie report from Bank of Baroda notes, “high  rates also raise the cost of borrowing for
up by around 11%. If the RBI expects crude I{)Bl to hiketites. frequency data for quaner ending June everyoneintheeconomy,especially thegov-
k) 20

oil prices to remain high or possibly even go
higher, it may consider raising ratesor, atthe

traffic

(i i ictravel), rail freight traf-

ernment. An increase in interest rates can
hurtthe government’s debt calculations.

Air India mishap: To avoid turbulence injuries, stay strapped in

Sukalp Sharma changesin altitude, which canlead toin-  Altitude and With the explosive growth in air traffic  mate change. The researchers also esti-
New Delhi, August4 juries to those on board and also result in a over the past few decades, along with the  mated that severe turbulence would in-
structural damageto the plane in rare cases. attitude impact of global warming and climate crease in frequency more than light or

AN AIR India aircraft encountered severe Turbulence is a rounne occurrence @ Lightturbulence change, theincidence: of levels of

mid-flight ‘uesday worldwide wit of fli Id ligh it di predictclear

from Thailand’s Phuket to New Delhi, ex-  ing it to varying degrees on a daily basis. inthe AT)— has grown, studies Safety protocol

periencingasudden dropofabout300feet ~ Some of it may be near the ground, when  plane’saltitudeand show CAT occurs outside of clouds and Even whensevere turbulence is the pri-

and resulting in injuri ofthepas-  strong wir theairportcancause  attitude—orientation  usually above the altitude of 15,000 feet. mary trigger foran accident, there could be

sengers and cabin crew takeofforland, orat  asperthe horizon. multiple contributory factors, including
According to the airline, 17 people—13  higheraltitudes, wk draftordown- d Morefrequent and severe poor training of crew and inadequate dis-

passengersand fourcrew members—were  ward flow of airin storm cloudscantrigger  may trigger more The worrying aspect is that climate  semination of weather or wind related in-

taken to the hospital for medical evalu-  some turbulence as planes fly throughor  notable changes. change could make turbulence more fre-  formation. The US Federal Aviation Admin-

ation, though the injuries didn’t appear to
be too serious. Theincident is being inves-
tigated by India’s aviation safety regulator.

Aroutineoccurrence

‘Turbulenceis anirregularmotion of the
air resulting from cucular ‘whirls of air, or

near them. Turbulence also occurs on the
edgesofjet streams —strong, fast, and nar-
row air currents that circle the globe.
While turbulence is common, serious
injuries caused by it are rare, and fatalities
even more so. But there have been excep-
tions: for instance, one passenger died

@ Severe turbulence
could see the aircraft
momentarily going
outof control. In
extreme turbulence,
(heplanels practr
cally i to

eddxes, and updrafts

afew minor bumps during the flight tothe
aircraft tossingaround with rapid and harsh

tained injuries when a Singapore Airlines
jetwashitby
over Myanmar in May 2024.

control’

quent and severe. A 2023 study by re-
searchers from the University of Reading

istration suggests using operating
ini injurie:

p

(UK) and the UK Office,
found largeincreases in CAT between1979
and 2020 around mid-altitudes and aircraft
cruisingaltitudes. Over the North Atlantic,
severe-or-greater CAT duration rose over
55 per cent in the four-decade period.

and gatherdataand review the carrier’shis-
tory of turbulence encounters and injuries.
Asapassenger, it is best to keep the seat-

Reporting similar i
lence all over the world, the study said the
increase is almost certainly the result of cli-

belt alltimes, idable,

]Jkewhen usmame lavatory. Mostsenousm-

in turbu- dges
theonl

way to prevent it is to be strapped in.

® LEGAL

Why SC expanded scope of domestic cruelty law to women in live-in relationships

Vineet Bhalla
New Delhi, August 4

EXPANDING THE protection against do-
mestic cruelty under criminal law, the Su-
preme Court has ruled that such protec-
tion, ordinarily given to married women
under Section 498A of the erstwhile Indian
Penal Code (IPC), extends to women in live-
in relationships as well, provided the
couple shares an “intent to marry”.

Since the IPC has now been replaced by
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), thejudg-
ment will likely apply to the corresponding
BNS provision: Section 85. The judgment,
delivered on Monday by a bench of Justices
SanjayKarol and N Kotiswar Singh, recogni-
ses that women facing cruelty in domestic
settings cannot be denied the protection of
criminal law merely because they have not
undergone a formal marriage.

Thelegal position until now

Section 498A of the IPC hus-

band or his relatives for subjecting a
‘woman to cruelty. Because the provision
explicitly uses the word “husband”, itsap-
plication was traditionally restricted to
legally valid marriages.

Over the years, the Supreme Court ex-
panded this definition to cover such men
whoi womanintoa i hat
is Iegally void or voidable — for instance,
by hxdmﬂ a previous subsisting marriage

uch ot claim that
they were not a “husband” to escape pros-
ecution for cruelty.

‘This was what had transpired in the
present case as well. The accused man ap-
proached the courts to quash a Section
498A case filed by his partner, arguing that
since he was already married to someone
else, hisrelati ipwiththe
was not a valid marriage. The Karnataka
High Court rejected this argument, ruling
that when “a man induces a woman to be-
lieve that she is lawfully married to him,

and ubjects her to cruelty, [he]

cannot be permitted to evade criminal re-
sponsibility on the plea that no valid mar-
riage existed in law.” This led him toappeal
tothe Supreme Court.

Beyond void marriages

The Supreme Court could have dis-
missed the appeal by relying on the estab-
lished precedent regarding void marriages,
but thebench took up the broader question
of whether a man in a live-in relationship
can be prosecuted under Section 498A.

Thejudgment, written by Justice Karol,
adopted a “purposiveinterpretation” of the
law, noting that since the original objective
of Section 498A was to deter domestic
cruelty, thelaw must adapt to changing so-
cial realities, observing that “cruelty, any
which way, does not check at the door,
whetherthe houseitentersisthat ofamar-
ried woman or not”. The court reasoned
that if a woman faces cruelty from her
partner, it makes no logical sense to offer
her the protection of criminal law if she is

married, but denyit if sheis cohabiting be-
fore marriage. Thisdistinction, itsaid, “has
no rational nexus with the object of pre-
venting domestic violence and is as such

said that equating it with Section 498A
would be a “misstatement of law” because
“the import of civil and criminal law is dif-
ferent” since “{olne has almost smg'ulaﬂy

The couple must, inaddition to the above,
also have the “intent to marry™.

This is because, according to the court,
whxle many re]anonsl-ups ‘may meet all the

offensive to Article 14 of the C:
of India”, which guarantees the fundamen-
tal right to equality.

Why theDVAct isnot em)ugh

civiland mc
the otherisbacked by the force of cnmmal
deterrence”.

‘Intent to marry’is crucial

hearings, botht

and the Umcn govemmem argued against
498A, goutthat
unmarried women are already protected
under the Protection of Women from Do-
mestic Violence (DV) Act, 2008, since the
Act expressly covers not just married per-
sons butalso those “related...through a re-
lationship in the nature of marriage”.

The Supreme Court rejected this argu-
ment on the basis of the fundamental dif-
ference between the twolaws. The DV Act,
it pointed out, is primarily a piece of civil
legislation providing remedies like main-
tenance and protection orders. The court

epaper.indianexpress;oom.. -

To ine which live-in couples get

i ionof criminal law, reme
Court borrowed the concept of a “relation-
shipinthe nature of marriage” from the DV
Act. The court clarified thata “relati

‘relationshipinthe na-
ture of marriage™, the partners might
choose never to enter matrimony. When
this intent is absent, the court held, the re-
lationship should notbe equated with mar-
riage for the purpose of invoking a penal
provision and its “long list of adverse con-
sequences”.

“Those relanonshxps thatarein me na-

inthe nature of marriage” isa narrower’ legal
subset of a general “live-in relationship™.
Relying on a2013 judgment by it, the court
reiterated
which include pooling financial resources,
sharing domestic arrangements, having a
sexual i ip, and hols
outtosociety as being akin to spouses.
Monday’sjudgment, however, added a
caveat for the application of Section 498A:

New Delhi

tureof marri: requisit
intent to marry are the closest to marriage
itself, and itis those relationships that shall
be entitled to the protection of [Section
498A].” the court ruled.

The judgment noted that the initial
burden of proofto establish this intent will
lie on the female partner seeking the law’s
protection. Butit did not lay down specific
parameters for how this internal “intent”is
to be legally recognised.
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Crash-proof streets will
require hack-proof cars

India’s proposed rollout of vehicle-to-vehicle connectivity to prevent collisions marks a tech-

enabled shift in road safety policy. As with driving, a slight slip-up could prove very costly

ndian roads are among the world’s most

hazardous. Trucks, buses and cars jostle for

space with motorcycles and three-wheelers

that swerve without warning. Motorists

must stay alert to wandering livestock, traf-

fic-dodging pedestrians and bewildering
street layouts. The result: an average of 502
people die on our roads every day. Against this
backdrop, the Centre's proposal of vehicle-to-
vehicle (V2V) communication from next Octo-
ber makes sense. Until now, road safety has
largely focused on protecting crash victims with
airbags, anti-lock braking systems and vehicu-
lar design. V2V would mark a shift from colli-
sion survival to prevention. Under the proposed
AIS-230 standard, suitably equipped vehicles
will transmit their speed, position and direction
to one another. Since this system will not need
mobile telecom towers, it should function even
in tunnels, remote areas and during network
outages. This would not just help motorists
keep asafe distance from each other, but also
warn others of hazards they may be unable to
spot, such as an oncoming car hidden behind a
truck oraround a blind bend.

Safety assessments by the US National High-
way Traffic Safety Administration suggest that
even baseline V2V deployment could prevent
ormitigate about 13% of non-impaired multi-
vehicle crashes. As systems evolve to link vehi-
cles with traffic signals and roadside infrastruc-
ture, safety is expected to improve. Poor execu-
tion, however, could saddle motorists with
higher costs while exposing them to new risks
of cybersecurity and privacy. Every vehicle will
need an onboard unit that can access radio-
waves, apart from other devices. The estimated
34,000-7,000 extra thiswould cost may not
affect car-buyers, but will burden two wheeler-

buyers. Also, V2V benefits from the ‘network
effect’: the more participantsit has, the more
usefulitis. Yet, this mandate will initially apply
only to newly made vehicles, which may meana
long path to promise fulfilment unless people
are nudged toretrofit older ones. Global V2V
adoption offers useful lessons. America’s
nationwiderollout stalled on disputes over
communication standards, spectrum allocation
and industry readiness. Europe has prioritized
common standards, test corridors and interop-
erability over blanket enforcement. China,
though, is the world’s frontrunner, having
adopted astandard network with wide-ranging
links as part of its broader smart-city strategy.
India’s planned rollout would have its own
challenges. First, an all-India network of vehi-
cles constantly beaming their location and
movement datawould enlarge the country’s
exposure to cyberattacks. Second, while V2V
signals may be masked, vehicle registration
records or roadside infrastructure could be
used to unmask identities. This would place the
system squarely within the ambit of the Digital
Personal Data Protection Act. This law’s exemp-
tionsunder Section 7 for public safety and law
enforcement could also weaken privacy safe-
guards, unless robust oversight and transpar-
ency prevail. Third, interoperability standards
across manufacturers will be just as vital as
cybersecurity and encryption protocols; India
must not let scuffles over these stall an idea that
cansave thousands of lives. But connectivity in
itself does not inspire public trust. Its benefits
must become amply evident to motorists. All in
all, success will take not just V2V deployed at
scale, but stiff cyber defences, common stan-
dardsand the assurance that safety data will
prevent crashes and not enable surveillance.
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Public investors are revising the
valuation playbook for startups

Investors want platforms to show paths to profitability beyond growth trends to justify share prices

KARAN TAURANI
is executive vice president, Elara Capital.

ormuch of the fast decade, India’s
internet economy was built on one
simplebelief: scale first achieve
fi y later. Investors
to overlook losses as longas s ompdmu.

belief was that scale would inevitably
translate to profitability over time.

The environment today looks very
different. Higher global interest rates
ised the cost of capital, making
less willing to pay for earnings
that may materialize many yearsinto
the future.

More importantly, India’s public mar-
kel inve cc(m\ now l\aw muluplc listed
cr *has food
k commerce, fintec h

wi hlL h ll\e_\ compare l)usmo\s qudxl)
operating leverage and capital effi-
ciency beyond just growth prospects.
Asaresult, one of the biggest changes
isthat private market valuations no
longer serve asa benchmark for public
market pricing. During the previous
IPO cycle, many internet companies

rapid user listedat their last private
market leadershipand alarge addressa- | v: .xluduuns despite limited visibility on
ble opportunity. Private market valua- profitability.

tions became the reference point, and
public market investors were often
willing to pay an premium in

Today, that premium can no longer

after the management consistently
demonstrated operating leverage by
improving food delivery margins and
showing not just stronger advertising
monetization, but also disciplined exe-
cutionatits quick commerce service,
isible path towards sus-
tainable profitability. Execution pre-
vailed over ambition asa consideration.

This reinforces our broader platform
valuation thesis. India’s internet sector
isapproaching an important structural
inflection point where profitabil
not merely growth—will increasingly
become lhe key valuation metric. Com-
panies capable of converting scale into
sustainable earnings, generating free
cash flowand allocating capital effi-
ciently are likely to command premium
valuations. Conversely, businesses that
pursue growth without a credible path
to profitability may trade at adiscount,
irrespective of theirscale or private
market valuation.

This should nu[ be mlcrpretcd as

anticipation of years of future growth,

Recent developments around Zepto's
proposed initial public offering (IPO),
which has reportedly been pushed
forth, may come tobe seen asan infle
tion point for India’s startup ecosystem.
Trrespective of where or when the com-
pany eventually lists, abroader message
from public markets is becoming
increasingly clear: valuation today is no
longer determined by growth or market
share alone. Investorsare demanding a
credible path to profitability.

This marks a significant departure
from the previous generation of inter-
net [POs. Companies such as Zomato,
Paytm, Nykaa, PB Fintech, Delhivery
and CarTrade made their public market
debuts duringa period when global
liquidity was abundant, interest rates
were exceptionally low and private
market valuations heavily influenced
1PO pricing.

Investors were willing to underwrite
significant execution risk because the

be taken for granted. Unlesst growthb rtant to
strong execution, investors. During the carly years of

improvementin their uniteconomics | buildingaplatform, aggressive invest-

andacredible path inableearn- | ment i al to acquire cus-

ings, the public marketis unlikely to
reward them with higher valuation
multiples than those achieved in private
funding rounds.

This also makes it increasingly diffi-
cult to benchmark profitable and loss-
making platform businesses using simi
lar valuation framewor] wo compa-
nies may operate in the same category,
grow at similar rates and command
comparable market shares, yet deserve
materially different valuationsif one is
generating operating leverage and free
cash flow while the other continues to
rely on external capital to fund growth.
Growthat any cost no longer appealsto
discerning investors; they would rather
reward the quality of growth.

Eternal, which runs Zomato, perhaps
best illustrates this transition. The com-
pany’sstrongest phase of shareholder
value creation did not occur immedi-
ately after listing, but accelerated only
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tomers and generate network effects in
an effort to attain category leadership.

However, once meaningful scale has
beenachieved, investors would expect
evidence that those investments can
translate into financial rewards from the
business. A growth trajectory, thus, is
necessary but no longer sufficient.

For founders planning public listings,
this changes the playbook. Rounds of
private funding that used to convey
what abusiness is worth have lost
importance as would-be subscribers to
new issuances of shares look harderand
deeperat the business models that are
asking forinvestment,

The first decade of India’s internet
economy answered one question: Can
these businesses scale? The next decade
willanswer a far more important one:
Can they earn? That distinction may
ultimately determine India’s next gen-
eration of platform champions.
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Once you trusta
self-driving car with
your life, you pretty much
will trust artificial
intelligence with anything.

DAVE WATERS

_

Fifa’s attempt to sell World Cup equity was a clear foul

ATANU BISWAS

is professor of statistics, Indian
Statistical Institute, Kolkata.

ntheend, Gianni Infantino blinked. Inthe

office worker in Seoul all speak it

Fromacorporate perspective, Fi
posal was perfectly rational. Busine:
unlock value. Investors provide capit:
Assets are packaged, priced and sold. The
trouble is that football is not just another

face of an extraordinary backlash, the

Fédération Internationale de Football
Association (Fifa) hasabandonedits plan to
sellaminority stake in the commercial rights
ofthe World Cup through a new company,
Fifa Forward Enterprise. What was pre-
sented only days ago as a bold financial
vision has collapsed under widespread
opposition from across the football world.
Football has won, but only this round. The
proposal has been shelved; the questions it
raised, however, hover over the game.

Nearly a century ago, Jules Rimet had
somethingelse in mind for football. Europe
was recovering from a devastating war and
drifting towards another. Rimet believed
thatifnationscould compete on the football
pitch rather than a battlefield, rivalry need

asset. Tt sy wasover pl
Whoreallyowns the game? “None of us
the Union of European Football Associa
tions (UEFA) putit.

The game wasshaped by factory workers,
sailors, immigrantsand generations of chil-
dren who re-invent it every afternoon with
makeshift goalposts. Although governing

presidential election. Whether one will
emerge is uncertain at this juncture. How-
ever, since this episode has dented the
authority ofa president who once appeared
politi -.lll\ unassailable, perhaps one will.
The debate has shifted from the owner-

ship of football to the stewardship of Fifa | lens. If's ul-
itself. Thismatters because tural value, th commer
football occupiesa unique Anidea aimed is that someone, some-

place in an increasingly

bodies wrote the rules,
story. Fifamay have I\adlhe[ev.xlduLhon Ly
torestructure itscommercial rights, but that

could not win the moral argument.

That became clear soon after the proposal
came to light. UEFA warned it may
sider participation in Fifa compet
Football authoritiesin South America, Asia

and elsewt iced concerns. Objecti
soon turnedafinancial proposalintoa crisi

fragmented world, Today, buy a stake iniit. This way,
the UNstruggles tocor. AL global peace i ) gradually
mand a consensus. The i ivi cease tobe ashared inher-
World’] l‘rad(-()rgamzauon asits dIVIdend itance and resemble an
wrote nolonger can't be turned investment portfolio.
it once did [mcnulmnal Markets have undoubt-
politics is getting orza-  jNtO just another edly enriched modern
nized around competing = sport. Broadcastand other
blocs more than shared asset without  revenueshavehelpedbuild
institutions.  Football stadiums, fund academies
remains one of the few  fan approval  and expand opportunities
genuinely global com- across the developing
mons:a nedby world.  Cricket, fur
one set of rules and ﬂllminaling in one ins(ancc, vas 1m‘(l byac i
by virtually every

“Trumpization’ of football? Perhaps, but not
snmpl) because 01 Donald Trump orreports
linking

ofhisson-in-law. Rather, it reflectsabroader
philosophy of governance in which every
institutionis \'w\\ ed through a transactional

sion-driven scheduling, hydration breaks
and ing ial deals. Each change
may seem harmless by itself, but it all adds
up to show how a sport governed by com-
mercialinterestsslowly gets transformed to
suitits huqm‘ss backers.

Th

e, hence, is to ensure that

where, should be able to

theservice of football
and does not become its master. Infantino
stepped back before a commercial dispute
became aninstitutional rupture. Yet, with-
drawing the proposal doesn’t resolve the
underlying tensions, Private equity, sover-
eignwealth funds, expnndmgtuum..\mems
and
likely to shape football’s future more than
the game’s fans.

Rimet imagined football asa common lan-
guage ina divided world. Infantino’s failed
attempt has exposed a fault line and fans
around the world wonder if the game's
greatest tournament will eventually be just
another global asset forinvestors. ifa

of legitimacy. Fifa president s

notend in violence. The World Cuy
born as an act of optimism. Remarkably, it
did begin to unite the world. Every four
years, achildin Kolkata, a fisherman in Sen-
egal, a taxi driver in Buenos Aires and an

retreat was w lallaround. The drama
isnotover yet, though.

nation. Ironically, a proposal intended to
unlock football’s commercial v: dluf' .ﬂm()sl

gest UEFAand
erations are now searching for a credible
challenger to Infantino in next year's Fifa

confed-

ended up the very
that gives the World Cup its meaning.

d by Kerry Packer

nearly halfa century ago. But markets als

rtshdpe whatever they finance.
Sure, football rarely ch:

night. It

cannott
for the game’s development, it must
that its value doesn’t diminish. Televis on
right: mnhe

1deals

can be struck. But the

changesby (ngn:c; through longer match

Can we attribute what to the

tournaments, televi-

returnson every World Cup mustn’t be cap-
tured only by a few.
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Do not be misled by a superficial
understanding of India’s Gen Z

We need a reading of this generation that's both representative and in-depth for the country to benefit as their influence grows

is managing director and chief executive officer
of People Research on India’s Consumer
Economy.

very few months, an event involving
young people captures public attention
inIndia. A protest. an online campaign or
asocial movement quickly turnsinto the
basis for judging an entire generation.
Some describe the country’s GenZ as
impatient, entitled or rebellious. Others celebrate
itsc and author-
e tempting but m(omp]clo His-
tory teaches us that societies almost always mis-
understand their emerging generations.

Thave seen this before. For more than three
decades, my work has focused on understanding
ring that period, perhaps no
social group was more misunderstood than India’s
middle class. Today. I believe we risk making the
same mistake with Gen Z. India sgeneration of
those born between the late 1990s and early 2010s is
estimated to number nearly 375 million people,
making it one of the largest youth cohortsin the
world. Together with millennials, they will account
foralmost half of India’s population by the end of
this decade and will increasingly dominate the

independence consistently rank among their most
important aspirations. They seckmeaningful
work, il learning and opportunities for
pcrml\dl grow th. They are also redefining what

v's workforce, apart from its entrepre em‘urml
ionand electoral land: L
them is therefore central to our future.
w e musl notinterpret this generation through
*slenses. Th(- first mlsl.:kelsm Lunfusv_

Iwork should look like.

This generation lives simultaneously in multi-
pleworlds. It learns from global universities, col-
laborates across borders, follows international

net,GenZ has grown up with smartphone:
. artificial intelligence (AD) and social
ntegral parts of everyday life. Technol-

44%of Gen Z discover products through 1
gram, while nearly four out of five comp:
natives before making decisions. Reviews, online
research, peer recommendations and incrasingly
Alshape their choices. Recent national studi

More than a century ago, Swami Vivekananda
urged India’s youth to cultivate scientific temper,
strength of character, fearless inquiry and a spirit
of service. His message was never one of blind con-
formity. It wasan appeal to think indepe: ndcnll) 2
pursue truth through reason and dedicate one’s
abilities to the larger good of society.

‘Those ideals are perhaps even more relevant in
media. Accessto informa-
tion does not prollme\\ isdom by itself. Scientific

creators, celebrates Indian festivals, speaks sev- theage of Aland so
eral ges and new t i
with remarkable ease. Tos servers, this temper

appearsasa weakening ofidentity, but it often
reflects an expansion of influence. They are
deeply Indian while naturally global.

Yet, agrowing aspiration gap is in evidence too.
Many of India’s institutions were designed foran
carlier era. Schools still reward memorization
when y oung people require 1||:|h tical lhmlxmg

sevidence to prevail over emotion,
inquiry over prejudice and reason over misinfor-
mation. It also requires young people to resist
becoming instruments of irrational politics, ideo-
logical extremism or digital manipulation. Every
political movement secks the energy of youth; a
mature democracy depends upon young citizens
who think for themselve: quvsnnn nu\hunw

and pre lving skills. Unive
struggle to I\uep pacew ith changing labour mar-

show that more than nine in ten urban Gen Z pro-
fessionals already use Al for their work or studies.
Technology helps acquire knowledge, improve
productivity and expand opportunities.

Their media environment also differs, Previous
generations relied largely on newspapers and tele-
vision. Gen Z navigates a fragmented ecosystem of
YouTube, Instagram, podcasts, messaging plat-
forms, news applicationsand digital creators.
Information comes from multiple sources, which
explains both their independence of thought and
the growing difficulty governments, businesses

kets, W linear careers while
young pr prepare for multi
overalifetime. The tension we observe is fre-
quuu(l\ less a conflict between generations Lh.u\ a

chbetween 2lst-century aspirati
20th-century institutions.

History reminds us that every transformative
generation has initially been misunderstood.
Young Indians who migrated to citiesafter Inde-
pendence were criticized for abandoning tradi-
tion. The generation shaped by the economic
refor: msnl the 1990s was accused of excessive
mater lism. lepmnve o! Imlm smtm m.nlmn

and educators face in ¢ 4 ith them.
The second misunderstanding concernsaspira-
tion. Much of the public discourse portrays Gen Z

ing instant grati ion. Our findings sug-

gest otherwise. Home ownership, career growth,
entrepreneurship, higher education and financial

foreign dreams. Time eventually showed that each
had helped expand India’s development fronticrs.
GenZdeserves the same g ofunder-

sponsibly and form their on
facts rather than passions.

Equally important is confidence in India’s civili
tional heritage. Respect for knowledge. diver-
sity, Family, dialogue, duty and social harmony has
enabled Indian society to absorb extraordinary
change while preserving continuity. Gen Z need
not choose between being global and being Indian.
The confidence to engage with the world comes
most naturally to those who are secure in their own
cultural space.

For Indiato realize its demographic dividend,
institutions must understand the aspirations of
Gen Zand help the youth combine technologica
capability with scientific temper, entrepreneurial
ambition with discipline, their global outlook with
cultural confidence and individual success with a
& ummnmenl tonation building. Now that this

standing. At the same time, every ge! neration
inherits responsibilities alongside opportunities.

lnshd])ell\( future, our
responsibility is to ensure that its energy is guided
by wisdom, character and purpose.

How China’s rare-earth policy
is chipping away its advantage

Weaponizing supply has pushed the world to lower its dependence

is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist covering
climate change and energy.

time China tightens its grip on
rare earths, the rest of the world
becomesalittlebetterat ﬁn(lmg[hem

Rare-earth permanent magr

helpstick charging cables to laptops, ¢! lamp
mobile phones to mounting devices and
click earbuds into their cases—have
become a central battleground in China's
trade wars with its rivals. Beijing used
export controls onthese devices to: foru‘ U\
President Donald Trumpintoa

China's heftis already at threat
in some market segments. ISTOCKPHOTO

Knownasan ionic-absorption clay, it typi-
ullx forms wl hen hu\\ tropical rainfall

o
years, washing HRE to the valley floor

retreat on his Liberation Dz iffs last
year. The same tactic is being deployed by
Chinaagainst Japan followinga diplomatic
spatwith Tokyo.

Itis having to narrow its focus, lhuugh
because the world is responding i d.
Some 15 years ago, almost all rare-earth
elementswere mined and refined in China,
but years of similar threats have signifi-
cantly changed that picture. Almost a third
oftotal production now happens in other
countries, so Beijing hashad to focuson the
rarest of rare earths, Neodymium and pra-
seodymium, the elements that give the
ickiness to most magnetic devices you
will find in your home, are becoming too
abundant to offer it credible leverage.

sult, the fc i hifted to three

where the rock captures them
likea geological sieve.
aced with government restrictior
their output in the mid-2010s, Chiny
miners were some of the first to look el
Wl hL'rc discoveringand exploiting rich for-
S the border in Myanmar's
war-torn Kachin state. Those mines may
already be providing more HRE than
China’s own pits, with all the attendant
environmental problems that come with
the small-scale nature of the industry.
Better-regulated work is underwa
where. In Brazil, Boston-based private
equity firm Denham Capital Management
spentmuch of the 2010s proving upa clay
deposit in central Goiis state. After getting
investment from former Xstrata CEO Mick
Davisand starting productionin 2024, the

reer elements: samarium, dysprosium
and terbium. Conventional rare-earth mag-
netslose their effectivenessat higher tem-
peratures, soin performance applications
such as electric-vehicle motors, wind tur-
bines, guided missil ies, you

mine is now being taken over by magnet
producer USA Rare Earth undera $2.8 bil-
lion deal announced in April.

That may be the tip of the u(bug
study last year confirmed ionic deposil
[ from Madagascar, Malawi

A

need to supplement or replace them with
these so-called heavy rare earths (HRE).

and Uganda to Chileand Australia, as well
asthe existing sites. There isalso evidence

Go back 10 y and most geologists | of them in M Thailand, Vietnam
would have told you thismove wascheck- | and even Finland.
m.nlclnr(hm.x ”RLdI‘L‘dg(UlUgILdl()dd Ce i ide China with exp
ity. Lik ! inthe | in ingthese oresare buildi
Marvel universe found only in the fictional | ration circuits to isolate dysprosium, ter-

African nation of Wakanda, useful forma-
tionsappeared to occurinjust asingle loca-
tion on the planet: Longnan, an isolated
spot insouthern China, where geologistsat
the height of the Cultural Revolution in
1969 chanced upon one such deposit.
Right now, that assumption is looking
far less certain. Scientists are endlessly
innovativein finding 0 fixseeming]
intractable pruhlcl ndustrial chemis
solve

bium and samarium, Lynas Rare Earths
and Neo Performance Materials have
already achieved commercial production.
MP Materialsand USA Rare Earth's partner
Carester expect to be up and running
within months.

That isasignificant vote of confidence in
upstream mines. The key investment prop-
osition for these processing businesse:
their independence from China’s rare-
earth supply chain. There is little point

als,asthey} inrecent years
cobalt in lithium-ion car batteries, now
mostly replaced by more abundant phos-
phate. Geologists scour the world and
demonstrate that what we thought scarce
was notsorare afterall. Itis the latter pro-
cesswe areseeing now in the case of HRE.
‘The type of formation found in Longnan

is certainly rare, but it is not unique.

spending money onsuc ifthey
are goingtobe dependenton Chinaand its
partnersin Myanmar for raw materials.

Allthisactiv ity representsay waming fnr

those
flowomineralsfor geopalitical gain, Intry=
ing tostarve others of rare-earth magnets
China encourages investment that will

make them more abundant. ©BLOOMBERG

Why open-weight AI models are still difficult to access

RAHUL MATTHAN

isa partner at Trilegal and the
author of ‘The Third Way:
India’s Revolutionary Approach
to Data Governance'. His X

ate last month, Moonshot Al released

the weights for Kimi K3, a 2.8-trillion-

parameter artificial intelligence (AI)
modelso advanced that it only lags the very
best models from OpenAl .md Mltllr()|7|(

query. This design ensures that not all

weights are activated every time a query

presented. Kimi K3 is designed with 896

experts, of which only 16 are consulted for

any given token, so that for every query, only

104billion parameters (out of 2.8 trillion) do
Thisindi 5

computational resources (what engineers
call test-time compute) and significant engi-
neering expertise, without which even the
most capable model will not deliver frontier
intelligence.

Offeringall oflhl: at population scale isan

any work. om-
pute playsa far more significant role than it
used to. And that frontier intelligence is no
longer just about access to top models,

industrial . Inthe first place, the
weights need to be stored
inthe fastest, most expen-
sive memory available,

Even thoughit hasbeen
weight model with weigh
download, most consumers

toexperienceitsfrontier
the hype around announcements of open-
weight models, what often gets obscured is
that model weightsare only partof the story.
Without inference and test-time compute,

But it doesit siop there. Modern infer- | spread across dozens of i . open, modular infrastruc-
I sice writingout chiins lerators and wired  Will DENEfit only (b T e (o
ilable for | of questions, checking their conclusions, | together to operate as a once we Iearn AL we might be able to
illnotbeable | backtracking and trying again until an | single Lmnpulcx The achieve the same success
ilities. Amid | acci isreached. This pr mathsi: how to serve \vnl\m(elhgemc:m\\cd.ld
(which h\kupldwl)vhmdUmmoneamcn terabytes with publicservices.
timeauserasksaquery)iswhy theanswers | need something in the |nte|||gence harder than it appear
we getareso much moreaccurate andrele- | orderof18 HI0O chipsjust given the fundamental di
£ i g
vant. Inaddition, Almodelsuseavarictyof | to sit in memory. Even onour own ferences between the way

handle i

Al engi-

iti i serve users frontier ALno | tools (searc] current facts, | after
matter how powerful the underlyingmodel | code to verify ca lculations, etc) to reduce | neeredits way around the
mightbe. hallucinations, ensure that the answersgen- | fact that longer conversa-

When ChatGPT waslaunched, inference
was a simple matter of running a query
against the model's weights and having it
predictaresponse, one word ata time. This
is no longer the case. Today’s models are
designed as committees of specialist sub-

al
networks (called a mixture-of-experts), only

&

a handful of which are consulied for

eratedare up todate beyond the underlying
model’s knowledge cut-offand remain logi-
cally consistent.

It is a combination of all these features
that constitute the ‘frontier’ nature of the
experience. Allof whichistosay that infer-
ence now goes far beyond running a query
against the weights. It requires considerable

tionsconsume more mem-

ory, lh(' weightsalone need 18 accelerators

gle consumeris served,
Inamixture- ul" expertsarchitecture, this

iseven hardert sinceitis hard

H H play L S
Usersinindia {3005 Shitosophy of

nfrastructure

frontier Al calls foralevel of process knowl-
edge that can only be learnt through the
experience of delivering itat scale.

Having argued for years that the digital
public infrastructure (DPI) approach is the
way to build public systems, I can see how
regularreaders might expect me toarguein

favour of applying that
hook to AL If the same

(hmp—hj Zive eslrunuendlmbllu) away! for
ving

There can be no frunncl mlelh;.,encc
without the process knowledge required to
design and deliver test-time compute. It is
far from trivial to understand just how much
reasoning budget a query needs before the
returns flatten; how to batch requests with-
outstarving those that need speed; when to
keep a cache warm and when to throw it
aw ind how to engage experts without

software and Al stacks are
designed.

DPI was able to trans-
form the delivery of public
services because the hard part was designing
theprotocol. Once the digital rails had been
deslgncd it cost next to nothing to serve
eachaddit user. Thisiswhy open, mod-

toknow inadvance which specialists willbe
required for any given que nally, the
reasoning and tool use needed to deliver

ular DPI tendstobe more economical than
vertically integrated software solution:
inverts that. Even though the rails are

memory. Thi isnot
bundled along with the open weights that
are so easy to download. It has to be learnt
through trial and error by running these
models for monthsatastretch.

Hiddena he many
at Epoch 2026, Sarvam's inaugural devel-
oper conference, was news that the com-

pany was launching inference services on
Indian infrastructure. To me, this was the
most significant announcement of the event.
Itindicates that we are finally taking infer-
enceseriously.

Open weights are not the same as open
Until we learn how to serve intelli-
onourown infrastructure, and on our
own terms, K3 will justbea L4 terabyte file
that we can download for free but cannot
fully use.
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ECONOMY TO HIT
$5-TRN MARK IN
FY29, SAYS FM

THE INDIAN
ECONOMY is
set to cross
the $5-
trillion mark
inFY29as
per the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) and
the government has
adopted a broad-based
growth strategy to
achieve the milestone,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said in the
Rajya Sabha on Tuesday.

NO SEPARATE
FLEX-FUEL
POLICY: GOVT

THE
MINISTRY
OF Heavy
Industries
on Tuesday
said it has
not formulated any
separate phased national
policy to incentivise flex-
fuel vehicles operating on
fuel blended with more
than 20% ethanol. The
ministry also said it has
not conducted any study
onincentivising flex-fuel
or electric vehicles.

Anti-dumping
duty extended to
4 products in July
INDIA EXTENDED
anti-dumping
duty on four
products,
including certain chemicals
and iron and steel goods, in
July, the finance ministry
notified.The government
also imposed anti-dumping
duty for five years on
imports of low ash
metallurgical coke from
Australia, China, Colombia,
Indonesia, Japan and Russia.
PM Surya Ghar
crosses 5 mn solar
panel installations
THE PM SURYA Ghar scheme
has crossed a milestone
with over 5 million
households benefiting from
rooftop solar installations,
the Ministry of New &
Renewable Energy said.
54 bank fraud
accused fled
country: Govt
AS MANY AS 54 accused in
32 bank fraud cases under
investigation by the
Directorate of Enforcement
(ED) have fled the country,
Minister of State for Finance
Pankaj Chaudhary informed
Parliament on Tuesday.
—AGENCIES

SHUBHAM RANA
New Delhi, August &

ANEW,SETD“‘“ reliefsplaced ¢, foreign investofs. Here's how :

for Parliament’s consideration

onTuesday could make Indiaa M Tax certainty: Provides clear,
iveand stable and predictable tax

SITHARAMAN INTRODUCES TAXATION AMENDMENT BILLIN LOK SABHA

Tax sops to woo global capital: Govt

INVESTOR-FRIENDLY REGIME

The government's proposed set of tax reliefs aim to make India an attractive destination

place for global capital, manu-
facturing and business to come
and stay, a finance ministry
source said. “India wants global
investment funds, cloud busi-
nesses, and infrastructure
investors to route more of their
activity through the country,”
thesource said.

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman introduced the Tax-
ation and Other Laws (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2026 in the Lok
Sabha on’ Tuesday, proposmg a

treatment for foreign funds
and businesses

= Easier relocation: Relaxes
norms for offshore fund
managers moving to India
without creating tax liability

m Al, cloud push:
Simplifies tax rules and
operational norms to
attract global cloud &
Alinfra investments

m Tax holiday: Extends
tax incentives till
March 2041 for foreign
firms supplying
machinery and capital

for government approval. The
proposed Bill also allows Indian
datacentrestoberunonaleased
basis rather than only under
direct ownership.
Thegovernmentisalsolook-
ing to boost manufacturing in
India and has proposed addi-
tional 10 years of tax breaks for
foreign companies providing
capital g machineryto

goods to

= REIT, InviT relief:

contract manufacturers and
warehouses in the electronics
sector till March 2041. This

ing BigTech

Retains dividend tax
exemption for
investors eyen if SPVs
opted for new tax
regime

companies,includingAppleand
Google, looking to increase
manufacturingin India. “Global
companies bringin equipment,
and materials to

slewoftaxc
attracting foreign mvestment,
supporting domesticmanufac-
turing, and improving ease of
doingbusinessin the country.
“Overseas players are often
unsure whether operating in or
through India will create an
unexpected taxexposure.These
proposals provide clear, stable
and predictabletaxtreatmentas
well as the process to get the

desiredta "the min-
istry sourceadded.

The Bill offers extended tax
holidays for contract manufac-
turers and warehouses of elec-
tronicgoods.Italsoeases condi-
tions for foreign companies to
operatedatacentresfrom India,
and forIndia-domiciled foreign
fundsto avail tax exemption on
their global income. “India
wants global investment funds,

Vehicles without
insurance can be

denied fuel: SC

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, August 4

THE SUPREME COURT on
Tuesday directed the Centre to
roll outa pilot project by which
fuel forvehicles plyingwithout
third-party motor insurance
canbe refused at petrol pumps
until valid insurance is
obtained.

Abench of Justices Sanjay
Karol and Prashant Kumar
Mishrasaid the Insurance Reg-
ulatory and Development
Authority of India (TRDAI), in
consultation with the Ministry
of Road Transport and High-
ways (MoRTH), should design
the pilot project using Auto-
matic Number Plate Recogni-
tion (ANPR) cameras.

The court noted that nearly
56% of vehicles on Indian
roads are uninsured, citing the
Standing Committee on
Finance’s 2024-25 report. In
absolute terms, 165.4 million
of the country’s 304.8 million

SAFETY PUSH

W The pilot aims to
enforce mandatory
motor insurance by
linking it to fuel sales

56% of vehicles

on Indian roads are
uninsured, notes SC

W Third-party cover
extended to & years for
new cars and 6 years
for new two-wheelers

registered vehicles do not have
third-party insurance.

The court also directed the
Centre to implement the pilot
projects on select highway cor-
ridors to replace manual toll
collectionwith automaticvehi-
cledetectionsystemsto reduce
congestion at toll plazas.

Observing thatalarge num-
ber of vehicles remain unin-
sured despite its 2018 order
mandating long-term third-
party insurance for new vehi-
cles, the court directed that the
mandatory cover be increased
to four years for new cars from
three years and six years for
new two-wheelers from five
years. It asked IRDATI to issue
the necessary directions.

The bench also directed
IRDAI and MoRTH to deploy
ANPR cameras integrated with
the VAHAN portal and the
Insurance Information Bureau
database for automatic
issuance of e-challans to unin-
sured vehicles.

B ANPR
cameras and
e-challans to
be deployed
for real-time
detection

and
enforcement
against
uninsured
vehicles

cloud businesses, and infra-
structure investors to route
more of their activity through
the country,”the source said.

The Bill makesit easier fora
fund manager to relocate to
Indiawithout the foreign fund
being treated as doing busi-
nessinIndia,whichis expected
to promote fund management
activity and provide tax cer-
tainty.

The Bill also makes it easier
for foreign companies to run
data centres in India,aiming to
attract large investment. The
government expectstoseelarge
“Aldatacities”in Indiafollowing
the new changes, the source
said. Foreign cloud companies
using Indian data centres were
already promised a tax exemp-
tion until 2047, and the new
amendment removes the need

States may miss
FY27 fiscal gap
target: Emkay

FE BUREAU
New Delhi, August &

STATE GOVERNMENTS CON-
TROLLED their spending in
the first quarter of FY27
despite weak revenue growth.
But they are still likely to over-
shoot the aggregate fiscal
deficit target of 3.1% of GDP
for the year by 20 basis points
duetoweakerrevenuesamida
focus on capital expenditure,
Emkay Global Financial Ser-
vices said inareport.

dsmadein India. These
measures give them the long-
term certainty they need to
commit,”the source said.
The government has also

States were in a stable posi-
tion in April-June, with fiscal
deficit accounting for 18% of
the Budget Estimate (BE). How-
ever, this was higher than the
five-year f13%.

proposed
tion for unit holders of real

“Thisislargelyonaccountof

trusts(REITs)
and infrastructure investment
trusts (InviTs) on dividends
received,evenif the special pur-
posevehicle (SPV) has opted for
thenew tax regime.

RE SHARE GROWS, BUT SLOWLY

THE SHARE OF
RENEWABLE energy
(RE) in total power
generation rose to
21.7%inJune from
18.5% inthe same
month last year.
However, this is still
below potential as RE
already accounts for
over a half of total
installed electricity
capacity. Grid
connectivity and
storage issues haunt
the RE sector. The
share of solar power
ininstalled capacity
rose t0 29.5% inJune
from 24% in the same
month last year.

—SAIKATNEOGI ~ 5
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UKFTA may open $1-bn export
opportunity for textiles sector

FE BUREAU
New Delhi,ﬂgusth

THE INDIA-UK
COMPREHENSIVE Economic
and Trade Agreement (CETA)
could unlock an additional $1
billion of export opportunity
for India’s textile industry,
according to a report by India
Ratings and Research.

By eliminating the earlier
12% tariff on Indian textile
sector, the agreement is
expected to boost the landed

cost competitiveness  of
Indian goods in the UK mar-
ket. However, industry
experts said sustained gains
will depend on disciplined
execution, capacity expan-
sion, and compliance with

regulatory standards.
India exported textile and
apparel products worth

$1.95 billion to the UK in
2025, with apparel account-
ing for 67% of shipments,
followed by home textiles at
$290 million and fabrics at

$110 million.

“Large, integrated textile
companies are better posi-
tioned to capitalise on these
opportunities due to their
scale, established customer
relationships, and stronger
financial resources. In con-
trast, small players may face
challenges if expansion is
funded through excessive
debt, which could pressure
leverage and liquidity,” said
Rohit Sadaka, director-corpo-
rate ratings, Ind-Ra.

lowertrans-
fe:s fmm the Centre.Both devo-
lution and grants are running
farlowerthan lastyear’slevels —
the major factor behind states’
slow revenue growth,” Emkay
economists said. “However,
lower devolution is largely an
issue of timing; with the Centre
havingreleasedan extrainstall-
ment in August, this mismatch
will be corrected imminently”
States’ revenues  are
expected to improve in the sec-
ond half of FY27, which is sea-
sonally strong for states’ rev-
enue, Emkay Global said.
Several major states have
alsoraisedalcohol excise rates or
revamped their excise policies
overthe past 18 months, result-
ing ina double-digit growth in
excise revenue so far, the report

PARLIAMENT

Corporate tax cut
cost exchequer
¥5.4trnin 6yrs

THE CENTRE’S 2019 corpo-
rate taxrate cutresultedina
revenue foregone of I5.4
trillion over six years
through FY25, the finance
ministry informed the Rajya
Sabha on Tuesday. The rev-
enue impact of the tax con-
cessions is estimated at
398,095 crore in FY25, up
from¥94,110crorein FY20.
FEBUREAU

Specialty steel

PLI draws over
X26Kcr:Govt
ATOTAL

INVESTMENT of

%26,320 crore has been
made by various companies
under the Production
Linked Incentive (PLI)
scheme for specialty steelas
of June 30, Mmlster of State

STABLE MACROS
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said. “Nevertheless, states are
expected to undershoot opti-
mistic FY27BE revenue targets
across both OTR (own tax rev-
enue)and central transfers””

States will have to control
expenditure to meet deficit tar-
gets, it said. Revenue expendi-
ture s likely to be stickier, while
capex will also remain robust,
aidedbythe Centre’s capexloan
program, the report said.

As a result, Emkay Global
expect states’ fiscal deficit to be
3.3% of GDP against the BE of
3.1%of GDP.

UESTIONS

Srinivasa Varma informed
the Lok Sabha on Tuesday.
The participating
companies have committed
investments 0f 56,106
crore, hesaid. PTI
Govt to mitigate
fuel price
volatility: MoS
THE GOVERNMENTWILL
continue toadopt
appropriate fiscal and
administrative measures to
mitigate the impact of
future fuel price volatility
while maintaining
fiscal sustainability,
Minister of State for
Finance Pankaj
Chaudharytold the
Rajya Sabhaon
Tuesday. Despite severe
disruptions in global
energy markets, the
measures taken by the
government helped
cushion the impacton
PTI

for Steel

he said.

® SANJAY GARG, DIRECTOR GENERAL, BUREAU OF INDIAN STANDARDS

‘BIS is pushing new anti-bribery, Al and Ayurveda standards’

The expansion of Quality Con- tective equipmentand con- Many QCOs were notified production costs.Oncea fin- What about QCOs forser- untary.Some standards free of cost on the BISwebsite, to playaleading role in shaping
trol Orders (QCOs) has made sumer products — have seen oneortwoyears before they ished productis under com- address critical publicservices. | andanyone can use them. international standards.
quality regulation central to improvements in quality sys- came into force, giving indus- pulsory standards,won’t reg- BIS has developed stan- Forexample, hospital stan- Historically, international
India’smanufacturingand temsand increased invest- trysufficient timetocomply.In | ulatingtheinputsalsobe dards forawide range of ser- dards help standardise BISi: largely driven
trade policy. Bureau of Indian ‘ment in compliance infra- severalsectors, microand redundant in most cases? vices, including r'n:rh- h ription: forAyurvzdaWhahs thesta- ~ byEuropeand the United
Standards (BIS) Director Gen- structurefollowing the ises have Thisi beexam- | ingcentres,onli and ion,whichcan | tus? States.As India’s participation
jay Garg explains the i ionof alsobeen exempted. inedinisolation.If rawmateri- = greenbeaches,adventure improve health insurance We have developed stan- grows,weare increasinglyable
le behind QCOs, their quality Forexample, the alsorir diategoodsareof = tourism,drinkingwatersupply | claim processing. dards for Ayurvedic products, toinfluence international
77 dc i - g the gov- microand small poor quality, the final product schemes and payment transac- Wealsohave the Anti- but certification has not yet standards, giving Indian indus-
turing, how they support ernment’s broader pol- footwearsectorcon- cannot be of good quahty In tions. Unlike product QCOs, Bnbery Management System begun.BISisworkingwiththe  tryacompetitiveadvantage.
MSMEs andemerging technolo- | icyinitiatives,including i to b pt. some the these servic vol- public | Ministryof Ayushtoestablisha
gies,and India’s growingrolein | thetoys QCO, toyimports Such exemptionsare finished product maybe suffi- sector undertakmgs have certification k. Dis- i Ivi
shaping global standardsin an declined by 71% between decided by the ministrycon- | cient.In others, if the final adoptedit.So far, BIS has cussionsare underway. rapidly. How does BIS keep
interviewwith PrasantaSahu. | 2019 and 2026,while exports cerned, not BIS. product fails aftermanufactur- granted 19 licences,while 12 ce?
Excerpts: reached $186 millionin 2025- We provide fee concessions | ing, the entire investmentin applicationsareunderprocess. | BIS holds. amumi 15 interna- Weareactively: deve]opmg
26.India transitioned from of upto 80% for micro enter- raw materials,energyand SJVN became the first power tional tdoes in areas
Do BIS norms help domestic beinganetimportertoanet prises, 50% for smallenter- labouriswasted.There cannot sector PSU toreceive Anti- thati chieve? uchasartificial intelligence,
industrythrive? Canyougive  exporteroftoys. prisesand 30% for medium beaone-size-fits-all approach. Bribery ystem International robotics, brain-computer inter-
examples where QCOs have enterpnses We have removed Also,raw material forone certification. developed through organisa- faces, quantum technologies,
P If-reli ? Since thy the formanufac- | industrymay be the finished tions suchasISO (Interna- green hydrogen and e-mobil-
d qualityrequire- | applytoimpor dj turers theirown product of another. How have these service: stau tional Organization for Stan- ity.Wealso contribute tointer-
gei i could testing allowing dardsbeeni ization)and IEC national standards develop-
in modern manufacturing, stricter QCOs i tently themtouse private The coaching centre (International Electrotechnical = mentin these fields.
quality control systems, testing = hurt domestic manufactur- laboratories.In addition, BIS QCOs ARE INTENDED M’ \ standard isagood Cummission) Indiaisa found- BIS facilitates the stan-
laboratoriesand process ing? funds common testing infra- TO ENSURE QUALITY i ' example.Itisvolun- ingandactivememberof these ~ dards-development process,
improvements. Over time, thls Idonotfullyagreewiththat structure for MSME clusters on IRRESPECTIVE OF tary,and weare ions,andourexperts ~ but the standards themselves
trengt! it inter 'Osare a basis toimprove \ informingstategov- | participatein theirtechnical are prepared by technical
ityecosystemand builds intended to ensurequalityirre- ~ access totesting facilities. WHETHER A ernmentsthatsuch | committees. committees comprising
greater confidenceamong spective of whethera pmduct is PRODUCTIS astandard exists.If India currentlyservesasthe = experts from I1Ts, IISc,
buyers Several sectors— meorted or Thy IMPORTED OR they choose, they secretariat foraround 15 tech-  research institutions, indus-
ding electrical appli: ically. Th i yQCOs MANUFACTURED mayadopt orimple- nical committees, including try, MSMEs, consumer organ-
steel,chemicals,cement, auto- dards and certification proce- on mw materialsand inter- DOMESTICALLY ﬁ mentit.The stan- onerelatedto Ayush Holdmg isations and multinational
motive: toys,pro- | di ly toboth. mediate goods could increase dard ilabl these sec India ¢ i
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Substance over scale

Al leadership will depend on useful, affordable
intelligence, not parameter counts alone

ARVAMAI'S ANNOUNCEMENT thatit planstobuildatrillion-plus

parameter foundation model has drawn attention to the model’s

sizeratherthan the strategy’ssignificance.That is understandable.

Artificial intelligence (AI) has become accustomed to measuring
progress in ever larger numbers, whether parameters, graphics processing
units,or training tokens. But the obsession with scalerisks obscuringamore
important shift taking place in the industry. The next phase of Al competi-
tion will not be decided by who builds the biggest model, but by who builds
the most useful one. Parameter count is becoming AI’s equivalent of the
megapixel race in smartphone cameras: a convenient marketing metric that
offers onlya partial picture of real-world performance. For India, the lesson
is clear. Building frontier models is important, but winning the Al race will
depend less on scale and more on the ability to translate computing power
into practical,affordable intelligence.

Recent developments in Al underline why size alone is no longer a reli-
able indicator of capability. Many of the latest models are designed to work
like ateam of speciali therthanasingl list. Instead of using the
entiremodel toanswerevery query,theyactivate only those partsbest suited
to the task at hand, reducing the computing power required without com-
promising performance This approach, known as a Mixture-of-Experts
architecture, h: % ies to build massive models while keeping
inference — the cost of generatmg responses — far more efficient. Coupled
withadvancesin reasoning, reinforcement learning,and model design, this
means smallerorspecialised models can often outperform much largerones
on specific tasks. As Al adoption gathers pace, the economics of inference is
emerging as the real battleground. Companies that can deliver faster,
cheaper,and more accurate responses will enjoy a far stronger competitive
advantage than those that merely boast the largest models.

That is also how enterprises are likely to evaluate AL Companies are
unlikelyto chooseamodel becauseit hasa trillion parameters.Itwill choose
one that delivers accurate results, low latency, and predictable costs. Busi-
n buyproductivity,not counts.This iswhere Indian Al com-
panies have an opportunity to differentiate themselves. Instead of chasing
globalbenchmarksalone, they can build multilingual,domain-specificmod-
elsoptimised for Indian languages, public services,and enterpriseworkflows.
Success will depend on whether these models solve problems that global
offeringsare not designed toaddress while remaining significantly cheaper
todeploy.Efficiency, not scale,will define Al winners.

Noneof thisdiminishestheimportance of frontierAl efforts.Indiashould
continue investing in advanced models because technological capability
cannotbebuiltentirelyonimportedintelligence. But the objective should not
becomearace forever larger numbers. It should be to build an Al ecosystem
that balances frontier research with commercial viability,encourages inno-
vationwhilekeeping costs undercontrol,and deliversvaluetoenterprisesas
wellas citizens. Sarvam's announcement should therefore be viewed not as
thesstart of a trillion-parameter contest, but asareminder that the industry
isenteringamore mature phase.The real questionis nolongerwho can build
thebiggest model.It iswho can deliver the greatest intelligence foreveryunit
of computeandeveryrupee spent oninference. That, rather than parameter
count alone,will determine the next generation of Al leaders.

SpaceX investors should
focus on starshlp

SPACEX SORELY NEEDS a catalyst to turnarounditssi pri itshis-
toricjune 12 share sale,which raised $86 billi
‘The stock, priced at $135 a share for the initial publicoffering, soared toa closing
price of $201.80 on the third day, valuing SpaceX at S15 m]lmn Since then, it has
sunkto $114. —JEatMcnday 'sclose,and furtherdec
tricti begin toliftonT] forearlyanc
‘That catalystwon’t be quarterlyearnings,which the company, officially knownas
Space Exploration Tedmologles will repon for the first time after the market closes
onTuesday.SpaceX’s profit thisearlypoint
inlifeasa publicly traded entity.It is expected to post an operating loss of $1.6 billion
and capital expenditures of $18 billion or so,said analysts surveyed by Bloorberg.
‘The Al unit,which was created when CEO Elon Musk combined his xAI business
with SpaceX, s the bigd ningsat with

der

lossof $2.4 bﬂhonmmesemudquartm‘ TheSpace unit losses but pro-
videsalotofat-cost! pacity forthe Connectivil .Thelatterismostly
Starlink, t llitei providerandt ybusi right
now. ow
marketand will be: eagertc hearabout progresson data centresin space

Allthese plans hinge on the success of Starship, th et

thatis mlate stages of development. This initial earnings report comes on the heels
of asuccessful July 24 test launch of the third version of Starship, which is designed
for mass production. SpaceX guided the reusable spacecraft to a soft landing in the
Indian Ocean but has yet to catch this section for reuse. In the best-case scenario,
SpaceX will provide details about Starship’s progress towards the first commercial
flights. SpaceX needs to show that it can capture and reuse both the rocket booster
and the spacecraft. This full reusability, coupled with the large payload capacity of
Starship, promises to drive down launch costs enough so that data centres in space
make. sense Sunply put, SpaceX's future rides on Starship.
Space: asco-
mmercla[ airlinersand deslgned the newest launchpad at
Starbase, Texas,with yhour.
Theclock 1st1ckmgfor9pacexto becomeeven moreadept at
launching this newgiant rocket than itsworkhorse Falcon 9,
thepartially ket that downlaunch
[ d thedoorfora ial space.

HE APPARENT EASING of
tensionsaround the Strait of
Hormuzfollowingthediplo-
matic understanding bet-
ween the US and Iran was
short-lived. Yet many would have mis-
taken this fo[the end ofacrisis.Instead, it
should h:

@® HISTORY ROW

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi

The RSS can't change our history. India will

not tolerate its history being trampled
upon by anybody

» COMBATING CHOKEHOLDS
IN AFRAGMENTED WORLD, RESILIENCE MUST BECOME THE ORGANISING PRINCIPLE OF ECONOMIC POLICY

Hormuz to Al: Build immunity

SAUMITRA BHADURI

=

=

Professor, Madras School of Economics v

mustaccelerate the diversification of its

mes suddenjy change. The implications

liesinthe broaderAl stack —
data centres,semiconductordesign,cloud
infrastructure, high-qualitydatasets,and
computing capacity. India possesses two
strategic assets within this stack that can
strengthen its bargaining position —
unique dataand data infrastructure.
India’s vulnerability as the second-
highest userof Al can be turned intoastr-
ategic asset. As one of the largest users of
digital platformsand Al-enabled services,

meorted fossil fuels. Solar, wmd nuclear
energy,green hydrogen,and biofuels sho-
uldno! ]ongerbevlewed merelyasclimate

uture
in whxch India’s financial institutions,
pharma and manufacturing firms,and
defence establishments become deeply

worldk in been
wemust reacting to d
start buildin ng immunity against them.
Indiais no exception.
The Hormuz episode has exposed Lhe
ilityof India’
ityarchitecture.More than 40%0{ lnd.la s
crudeoilimportspa g rate-

transla(es into hlgher oil prices, rising

initiatives; theymust
uments of national security. This logic
applles to o(her cntlca] mputs Indiash-

shipping elevatedi T

ums,and raintsforcriticalin- cmde oiltoinclude hqueﬁed natural gas,

dustrial inputs. The result is significant | fertilisers, critical minerals,and essential
ic stress that in agricultural inputs. Strate-

imported inflation,a w1denmg current
account deficit,

Il numberofforeign
Al systems. If access to such systems is
restricted or withdrawn, entire sectors
could face severe disruption. What the

India enormous volumes of
i i and social d

every day. These real-world interactions
are precisely the inputs required to impr-
oveandrefine: advancedAI systems. Lfgov

erned p ouldbe-
comea st.rateglc negotiating asset rather
than merely aby- product of digital con-

traitof theoilcri-
sis today, access to Al platfonns may re-

tivelycreatean
fnrAl

neutralit

Further, India’

preseuum the

gic reserves should evolve
fror fepil

row.Therecent

m i ifg

d well, ATeutsshpulibeviewsd

could become a second strategic advant-
age. By positioning itself as a trusted hub

fiscal trade- cffs.Thlsvul.nemblhty is par— into permanent insurance not as isolated regulatory fordatainfrastructure,including data ce-
- ; 4 1 ; Al data sets could o ) 5

ticularly concemmg fora fast-growing mechanisms against global events butas earlywarning ntresand digital services, India can stren-
ec yaspiring to bec supply shocks. becom? a strategic signals for countriesdep- | gthenits Ieveragewnhm theemergingAl
nation by 2047. An economy of India's India’s preparedness for negotiating asset endentonimporteddigital onany
scale cannot afford to remain hostage to Al-relatedvulnerabilitiesre-  rather than merely  infrastructure. India must single technological bloc,and use itasa
any geopolitical disruption. ‘mains considerably weaker. aby-product of respond by adopting a co- strategicasset to protectitsAl sovereignty.
However,thebroaderlesson from Hor- As global Al becomes incre- Sy Y-p = mprehensive strategy cen- Finally,| beyond national preparedness,

i thenextglobal ct may | asingly shaped by geopuli— digital consumption  tred on tech cig theworld danewformofcol-

not ongma(e in the same place. Future tics i First,it mustidentifyAlL lective and India should takea

ikely tobe technologi- log1ca.l compeutmn In(ha s ilitiesincr- | leadershi i ingit.The post
calratherthan ical. Fordecades, reign digital infrastruc- itical sec ik hcare,finance,man- multilateral architecture was demgned

energy dependence was viewed as India’s
principal strategic risk. In the coming de-
cades, di d onAl i

nnnmemargugasama]orsuategccou-
cern. It has made limited progress in
ing h ional Al

infrastructure, and critical minerals may
prove equally consequential. In fact, rec-
entdevelopments suggest that this tran-
sition has already begun. The US's export
restrictions on Anthropic’s advanced Al
models, d Fable,

profound shift in global power dynamics.
The episode revealed a new reality — that
access to cutting-edge Al can be achieved
overnightt] ision:

models, despite being one of the world’s
largest Alusers. This fundamentallyalters
the meaning of economic security.
Today,access to the most advanced Al
capabilities is largely mediated through
application programming interfaces,
which, in normal ci: appear

ufacturing,and defence, and diversify its
technological dependencies. No critical
pubhc mﬁastructum should rely exclu-
Al provider,cloud
platform orsemiconductorsupply chain.
Second, India must institutionalise
strategic foresight. Traditional national
security frameworks remain heavily foc-
used on mxlltary threats whereas future

efficient and cost-effective. But in an era
of geopolitical fragmentation, such dep-
endence also creates a significant strate-

However, er
identical,and each: mqulms adistinct pol-
icy response. Energy security is perhaps
the most familiar challenge,and mitigat-
ionstrategiesarealreadyunderway. India

gic ility. Thus,anyc

Al future depends exclusively on models
controlled by a handful of foreign firms
risks losing access to a critical layer of its
digital infrastructureif geopolitical prior-

emerge
from supplychams a]gonf.hms and tech

primarily to prevent military conflictand
was not adequate to manage economic
chokeh data,Al,Land
mucal minerals.Thus, thereisa compell-
ing case fora 21st-century governance
mechanism — perhaps an empowered
successor to the UN dedicated to safe-
guarding icgl
The central policyquestion forIndiais
nolongerwhetheranotherdisruptionwill
occur,butwhere itwill emerge next.Inan
: 5 Py

nology platforms.A ded

Economic Security Council that integrates
energy, technology, tmde, and industrial

must become the organising principle of
economic policy. Efficiency alone is no

policy maybecomei

Third, Indiamust recognise that the Al
ecosystem extends far beyond founda-
tional models. Competitive advantage

longersufficient.Nations that build imm-
unitybefore the next chokehold emerges
will be the ones that remain economically
securewhen it does.

Need to address joblessness of Gen Z

N CHANDRA MOHAN

=
=/

The writer is an economics and business
commentator based in New Delhi

Protesting youth have forced exam reform,
but the labour market situation remains dismal

ALTHOUGH INDIAIIS the world’s fastest-
growing large economy, it faces a serious
challenge of dealing with joblessness,
especially among the youth. There was a
recent bout of social unrestwith theyouth
tah.ng to the streets to force the ruling

ing last year. A growing reserve army of
unemployed or idle youth portends seri-
ous strains in the social fabric.
Unemploymentisthebiggestconcern
for educated youth who prefer towait for
bette[opportunmes, unlLke the poorwho

minis-

terwho presided overa “leaky” exam sys-

tem and appoint a hlgh powered task
it.Thi ic,butnota

Butthiscan-
not be an indefinite wait and can force
them toaccept even lowly positions. This

uptintovi aswiththeAg-

far-reaching as the Gen Z uprisings that
triggered the regime change in Nepal in

nipath scheme for recruitment into the
army four years ago. That

ly national electi PMModi
isacutely aware of the need to expeditio-
usly address joblessness as the e)ecmrate

row an of an FE column by
Ashok Ganguly, R Gopalakrishnan,and
Rakesh Mohan — generating more jobs

for cohortofGenZin theworld

thatswept him to powerforahi
termwas predominantlyyoung: Emm vil-
20

is a systemic imperative. Of course, it
, 4 1 B

lages and small towns. He
million jobs each year, but the achieve-
‘ment has been underwhelming.
The government’s skill deve]opment
ives have only modestly
employment opportunities, Four iterati-
onsofits flagship program-

growth, besideslabourreformandincen-
tivising India Inc to invest more to create
jobs. But more importantly, it entails fix-
ing long years of over-promising and
under-delivery. The accumulated burden
of lapses in governance also must be
addressed. The time has come for out-of-
the-boxand creative thinking associated
‘with the architect of liberalisation, Man-
mohan Slngh argue these columnists.

September 2025, Bangladesh inAugust ~ yearalsowitnessed rioting ~ 'e-————— c, the Pradhan Mantri
2024,and Sri Lankain July 2022.Alleyes  in Bihar due to anger over Only 5% of India’s  Kaushal Vikas Yojana has
w||| beonth 'when the non-t an trained 16.5 million people,
workforce has peope,
i p ic hiring proces: vacatved forial ekl ofwhich three-fourths have

August 5in Chhatrapatl intherai than ek ,  beencerti donly
in The ions of find- 10milli igned P laced.Ifwe
1ng]ob51§ertamlydeserve prmntyf - up for 35,000 openings.  to 80% and 96%in  consider only s;mrt-term
Thelatest unemployment rate fortho- The job situation is indeed ies i training in the first three
se between 15-29 years of age is almost dismal as graduates, post- couzt"eztl;:(e Japan iterations of this scheme,
three times higherat 15.8% than the ov- graduates, MBAs, engi- and So Korea only43% havesecuredjobs.
erallrate of 5.4% in April-June 2026,acc- neers,and. his p cannot

ordingtoofficial quarterly periodiclabour

force surveys. Youth unemployment rose

year-on-} yearby 7.4%, while the overall
Thisisacurre-

TH OM AS At Musk's srste_r‘company,Tesla it seems ast many p[o»

inapre-
BLACK caseat SpaceX. Starship needs to fly commercially next year
Bloomberg to participate in NASA’s Artemis [l mission to demonstrate
docking operations between the Starship lunar landerand Lockheed Martin’s Orion
spacecraft. Theyearafterthat, the SpaceXlanderis expected tocarryastronautstothe
moon’s surfaceas part of a multi-year programme to build a permanent moon base.
To travel to the moon, Starship will need to mfuelmspace Thisis. anothercruclaltest
that SpaceXwill npe(‘

Th| can’tbethe

p that top
SOOqurmg reentryfrom space.
Fmanual results will become more interesting later this year, especially to track
ic forecasts for the Al unit inglosses by the fourth quar-

ter,up froma $2.5 billion loss in the first quarter,and to boost revenue to $8.8 billion
fromjust $800 million in the first quarter. The Al business must pay off for SpaceX to
justify giving it the lion’s share of capital spend.mg

Also,Alwill bec critical down th fthe chief

ith Tesla.On Tesla’s last call, Musk di howGrok,

by‘{AI will be the brains behind Digital Optimus, the humanoid robots he envisions
willwork at businesses and homes. Teslaand SpaceX plan to co-invest in the Terafab
chipplant. Th i aSpaceXmergerwith Teslashould as
Muskdid in the Tesla call, as having too much legal baggage foran earnings call.

Starship’s entry into service is the one event that can cut through all the noise
swirling around SpaceX. Until that first commercial launch, SpaceX earnings won’t
beaclearroad map forinvestors.

nt weekly status estimate that captures
those who sought or were available for
work during the reference period of a
week preceding the survey.While nation-
wide protests occurred over the leaked
National Eligibility cum Entrance Test,
around 30%ofyouthareidleastheywere
Not in Education, Employment or Train-

be! sweepmgthe streets of Nagpuras class
IV municipal corporation employees.

If the restive youth take to the streets
again to protest for gainful employment,
this would be an existential challenge for
the ruling dispensation. To be sure, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has stepped up
his outreach to the young citizenry via

the grim situation on the jobs front calls

reallytake offwithout
mentofIndialnc. Thech:

m olve-

f the youth move-
ment is to decide on the future action
plan,theyneed tolookno furtherthan the
South Asian neighbourhood. In Nepal,
regime change happened because of Gen
Z’s frustrations regarding the lack of jobs
—withunemploymentamongthose bet-
ween15-24yearsofageashighas 20.6%

ing — the average Indian worker has less
than eight years of education, much less
than the 14 years of a typical worker in
China. Only 5% of India’s workforce has
received formal skill training, compared

and orruption of the polit-
ical class. The youth felt there was no
future in this system that forced them to
leave the country for jobs. In Bangladesh,
the students agitated against the quota
system for, government ]obs InSrilanka,

to 80% and 96% in countries like Japan theunrest cr tage:

but and South Korea. of essentials and douhle«dlglt inflation.
As“nothing is more dang than  Although inIndia
i wrested thﬂrpi aneed

formore than holding out the ps
government jobs ahead of important

THE EDITOR

Cultural failure

"The wrong lesson" (FE, August 4)
rightly flags that penalising senior ex-
ecutives with a token sum for circum-
venting compliance normalises rule-
bending in pursuit of business goals.
When a systemically important bank
treats regulatory divergence as mere
overreach, it weakens internal cont-
rols and emboldens lower-level staff
to prioritise targets over processes.
The defence that such practices are

industry-wide deepens the concern,
as it points to a cultural failure. Acco-
untability must be proportionate and
visible to restore trust, which is bank-
ing's foundational asset. The board ac-
tion, though public, is insufficient wit-
hout an acknowledgement that intent
does not negate the damage caused
by bypassing safeguards. Genuine go-
vernance requires that consequences
match the scale of institutional risk,
not just the absence of personal gain.
—K Chidanand Kumar, Bangalore

fed
ingin their lives and prospects”— to bor-

Fulfil promises

Apropos of "India needs an MMS mo-
ment” (FE, August 4). India's young
population is increasingly unwilling to
accept promises that remain unfulfil-
led. Better education, meaningful em-
ployment, and transparent govern-
ance matter far more than political
slogans. Governments at every level
should focus on measurable outcom-
es. Public institutions must publish
progress reports, encourage indep-

to press foremployment opportunities.

endent evalvation, and involve citiz-
ens in monitoring development proj-
ects. Skill development should align
with industry needs so that education
leads to productive employment. A
governance model that rewards perf-
ormance, listens to public concems,
and delivers consistently will strength-
en democracy and inspire greater
confidence among India's youths.
—K Sakunthala, Coimbatore

eWiite to us at feletters@expressindia.com
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Boom and bust

S Korea's AI meltdown underscores global fragility

44-per cent correction in South Korea’s

benchmark Kospi index, over 50 per cent of

which was made up by just 2 Al

d stocks —S; g and SK Hynix —
from its peak of 9,386 on June 19 to a low of 5,263 on
July 29, has permanently altered the lives, and
economics, of millions of South Koreans. While India
has so far managed well, given the lack of an AT bubble
here and superior regulation, it is now time for
investors and regulators to be on extra guard. The
ramifications for financial flows and stability need to
be reckoned with as well.

I

That the financials of Al were in Jenga’
mode is well known. Even before the
correction took a harsh turn in the second
half of July, per a Goldman Sachs report, as of
July 13 over 1.2 million leveraged retail
trading accounts in South Korea had
triggered margin calls. Apparently, this
represented around 3.4 per cent of the adult
population in South Korea. The numbers
would have been higher by end of the month.
Such was the meltdown that the finance
minister of the country had to apologise for
giving green light for launch of speculative
products like single-stock leveraged ETFs
that amplify returns on the upside and
downside. While darling semiconductor
stock SK Hynix fell by around 50 per cent
between June 19 and July 30, the single-stock
leveraged ETF indexed to it plunged over 80
per cent.

For now, the issue appears to have been
contained, notwithstanding the spectacular
blow up of a multi-billion-dollar Al theme
focused US hedge fund — Situational
Awareness. But global investors and
regulators should be alert to concentration
risk at various levels. For one, the Al theme
has now become too big to fail. The US Big
Techs and Al companies are estimated to
invest overa trillion dollars in capexin
CY26, much of it in the US and the trend is
expected to continue for next few years.
Two, the wealth effect of stock market boom
there, driven by the Al stocks too, has beena
big support in driving the K-shaped economy
where consumption has been driven just by
the top half of the population. Three, within
the stock market boom and wealth effect
lurks a bubble —with the S&P 500 trading at
aPE of 33 times CY25 earnings, even higher
than its PE of 30 times during the dot com
bubble. The risk here is how much hinges on
just few companies. For example, in CY26,a
few Al companies that make up just 2 per
cent of S&P 500 companies are expected to
drive 33 per cent of the earnings growth.

Thus, a triple whammy lurks if the AT
boom hits a speed bump —a slowdown in
capex triggering a US economic slowdown,
severe market correction from bubble
valuations, and financial and trade shocks. If
this materialises, then it will have collateral
damage in rest of the world, including in
India. India has so far managed well, given
the absence of an Al bubble here — thanks to
lack of Al stocks to invest, and superior
regulation. It is important to have adequate
risk guardrails for a bubble-break scenario.

POCKET

RAVIKANTH

VSHUNMUGAM

nJuly 14,2026, the

International Financial

Services Centres

Authority (IFSCA)

released a consultation
paper proposing that companies list
equity shares on GIFT City exchanges
without atraditional public offer. It cites
Spotify, Slack,and Coinbase as
precedents and sets a minimum
post-listing market capitalisation of $50
million. But the more consequential
question it raises is why, after six years
of institution-building, GIFT City still
has no secondary equity market with
assets that foreign investors choose to
hold within it for its own sake.

Examining the GIFT City markets
ecosystem, the key figures are familiar
but worth restating. As of March 2026,
the assets of the International Banking
Unit reached $111 billion, up from
$88.51 billion in March 2025, a rise of
about 25.4 per cent year-on-year. Fund
Management Entities grew from 162 to
217 within this period, and registered
funds or schemes totalled 360.
Non-retail schemes raised a total of
$39.09 billion in commitments,
compared to $15.74 billion a year earlier
—anincrease of roughly 148 per cent.
However, the data on capital
deploy ighlights the 'S
structure: $15.36 billion of investments
went into India and $1.59 billion abroad,
totalling $16.95 billion. GIFT City
efficiently channels capital, but unless it
generates assets held by foreign
investors, it remains a corridor rather
thanatrue market..

IFSCA’s efforts to build a listed equity
market have met a lukewarm response,
and the reason is structural. Currency
and commodity derivatives at GIFT City
faced a market already served by CME
Group, ICE,and LME — venues with
decades of incumbency that regulation
cannot replicate. The equity secondary
market faces the same problem:
intermediaries at GIFT IFSC —

di depository particif
broker-dealers — exist onlyasa
framework and are very thin in practice.
The regulation is present; the
global-standard plumbing is not.

and

THE COLD-START PROBLEM

‘The direct listing paper, as mentioned in
the consultation paper, starts from the
harder end. An unlisted company
arriving at GIFT Cityhas no price
history, no index membership, and no
existing shareholder base. Foreign
institutional allocators deploy through
screens that require trading history,
analyst coverage, and liquidity

Why GIFT
City needs
to enable

dual listing

GLOBAL COMPETENCE. It will help attract foreign
investors, and thereby position GIFT City as a favoured
choice for cross-border equity access in Asia

benchmarks. A company meetinga $50
million capitalisation threshold at
listing may not pass any of those filters
on day one. Direct listing of unlisted
issuers isa building block; it could not be
afoundation for a secondary equity
market,

Instead, dual listing enables
companies already traded on NYSE,
Nasdag, or LSE toalso list at GIFT City
usinga fungible share or depository
receipt. The investor base is established,
and prices are already d inedina
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hy would

ining. These
elevate GIFT City’s custody services
fromalicensed setup toaglobally
operational business. Depository
participants would handle DVP
(delivery versus payment) transactions,
whichareabsentina
derivatives-dominated marketplace.
Broker-dealers would establish research
and market-making desks aligned with
the Asia-Europe time zone. Meanwhile,
legal and fintech firms specialising in
multi-jurisdictional disclosure and
order routing would find a strong
commercial base in GIFT City, rather
than in Singapore or Dubai. Ecosystem
growth depends on ongoing,
commercially viable activity driven by
consistent demand for services.

WHAT IFSCA MUST NOW DO
IFSCA should develop a dual listing
framework that runs in parallel,
featuring an International Secondary
Listings category. This category would
require a qualifying primary listingona
recognised global exchange, along with
IFRS/USGAAP financial statements. It
should also include a fungible
mechanism to prevent price divergence.
Asimple information document —
rather than a full prospectus — should
be acceprable if the primary exchange
mandates continuous disclosure.
Settlement must align with global
prime-brokerage standards, including
T+1indollar, DVP-based clearing,
seamless Central Securities Depository
(CSD) connectivity, and integration
with global custodians. Finally, bilateral
regulatory cooperation/understanding
with home-market regulators must be
established before any dual-listed
company begins trading.

GIFT City was envisioned asa

City, leveraging a ti 3
‘The evidence worldwide is clear.
Alibaba's secondary listing in Hong
Kong in November 2019 raised $11.3
billion and achieved a first-day trading
volume of $1.78 billion, accounting for
over 10 per cent of HKEX’s total that
day. By mid-2022, the average daily
trading volume in Hong Kong was $0.7
billion, compared to $3.2 billion in the
US. This represents about 22 per cent of
global trading volume, offering Asian

i toafamiliar market for

robust primary market. Companies have
already filed disclosures under IFRS or
US GAAP. This approach doesn’t require
capital to discover new information;
instead, it allows existing holders of a
known instrument to transact at GIFT
Dual listing enables
companies already
traded on NYSE, Nasdag,
or LSE to also list at GIFT
City using a fungible share
or depository receipt

astock they already owned. The London
Stock Exchange’s International
Secondary Listings category allows
non-UK companies to access London
markets without bearing full UK
disclosure requirements — whichisa
model IFSCA could consider adopting.
COLLATERAL UPSIDE

Adual-listed equity market at GIFT City
would benefit more than just the
Custodi <

P rather than a simple
pass-through. The recent listing
announcement indicates IFSCA
recognises what yet needs to be
addressed. Enabling dual listings of
internationally traded securities brings
proven liquidity, enhances the
ecosystem, and provides foreign
investors with an equity asset class
within GIFT City jurisdiction that is
worth holding and trading in the Indian
time zone.

The intermediary community at GIFT
IFSC must develop true global
competence — not just be licensed but
meet the high standards expected by
sovereign wealth funds and pension
managers. [IFSCA should establish
binding benchmarks for settlement
timelines, reporting standards, and
system integration. Ultimately, dual
listing, globally capable intermediaries,
and a regulatory regime will position
GIFT City as the first choice for

foreign-investor holdings re‘tiuﬁ'e
dollar-denominated infrastructure, daily
MTM reporting, and standard

border equity access in the Asian
time zone.

The writer is Partner, MCQube

Rising temperature hurts labour productivity

Heat reduces the efficiency of today’s workers, and can weaken the learning and capabilities of tomorrow’s workforce

—
Santosh Kumar Dash
Dinabandhu Sethi

routinely spiked above 45 degrees

Celsius across various regions in
India. As extreme heat becomes more
common, its consequences are likely to
extend beyond environmental
challenges to macroeconomics,
productivity, and human capital
outcomes.

Heat weakens labour efficiency,
reduces manufacturing output, and can
intensify food inflation by affecting
agricultural production. Inan influential
study, Dell et al (2009) showed that
hotter countries tend to be poorer, with
each 1°F increase in average
temperature associated with 4.5 per cent
lower GDP per capita.

Recent research by economists Bilal
and Kanzig, published in the Quarterly
Journal of Economics, shows thata
permanent 1°C rise in global
temperature lowers global GDP by 20
per cent in the long run.

Arecent study by Somanathan et al
(2021) published in the Journal of
Political Economy shows that Indian
manufacturing output declines by nearly
2 per cent annually fora 1°Crise in
temperature. Ina nationally
representative panel of 58,000
manufacturing plants from the Annual
Survey of India, the study found that
high temperatures erode work efficiency
byincreasing heat stress. Also, rising

I nrecent years, temperatures have

absenteeism, particularly in factories
without adequate climate control. This
directly lowers labour productivity.
This evidence is observed at the
worker and factory levels across
industries such as cloth weaving,
garment sewing, and steel products.
Worker-level data reveal that an
additional day of hotter days ina week
reduces daily work efficiency by 8 per
centin the garment industry in the
National Capital Region withouta
climate control facility. In Surat’s
cloth-weaving industry, additional hot
daysabove 35°C reduce output by 2.7
per cent. At the district level, the study
recorded a higher decline in output (3.5
per cent) in the manufacturing GDP
data. The ILO (2019) report suggests
that India is among the countries most
severelyaffected by heat stress,
estimating that the country could lose
5.8 per cent of working hours in 2030.

HIGH EXPOSURE TO HEAT

One unintended consequence of rising
heat may be higher substitution of
labour with machines. As temperatures
soar, firms exposed to high
temperatures will prefer to deploy more
machines or robots to sustain the
productivity and meet deadlines.

Can excess heat affect the cognitive
performance of kids of agricultural
households? Yes, economists Garg,
Maulik, and Taraz found high
temperatures reduce math and reading
test scores among school-age children.
The authors argue that agricultural

ause i

p F

plains this rel ship. When

LABOUR LAWS. Heat-stress standards
are yet to be defined

higher-than-normal temperatures overa
longer-run horizon reduces income
from agriculture by lowering labour
efficiency, households dependent on this
sector gets lower income and so, invest
low on education.

Heat, therefore, affects productivity
intwo ways: it reduces the efficiency of
today's workers and can weaken the
learning and capabilities of tomorrow’s
workforce.

‘The productivity costs of a warming
climate cannot be ignored by an
economy hoping to grow quickly and
steadily. The policy implications are
substantial.

First, the Occupational Safety, Health
and Working Conditions Code, 2020 was
asignificant consolidation of labour law.
While the code gives the Central
Government the power to prescribe
ventilation, temp and humidity

standards for the workplace may be
embedded in the labour code, supported
by strong enforcement. Such standards
should cover heat exposure, rest breaks,
hydration, ventilation, and emergency
response in heat-prone workplaces.

Second, artificial intelligence and
automation may offer a partial solution
to productivity losses caused by heat,
but they must be used carefully. In
agriculture, manufacturing, logistics,
and warehousing, Al-enabled systems
can help monitor heat risks, optimise
work schedules, improve energy use,
and automate some heat-exposed tasks.
However, sectors like construction,
small-holding farming, and informal
work may not be easily automated. The
policy goal should therefore be to use Al
to reduce the most heat-intensive tasks,
improve safety, and raise productivity
without ignoring employment concerns.

Third, the MSME Ministry’s

hiiol dati

8Y-Upg prog]
should be broadened to support
investments in temperature-control
systems. Ina warming economy, such
investments should be seen as capital
expenditures that increase productivity
rather than merelyas worker-welfare
initiatives.

A country that recognises the
economic costs of rising heat will be
better placed to protect workers, sustain
industrial output, and secure future
human capital.

standards, national heat-stress
standards are yet to be defined in the
code. Evidence-based heat-stress

Dashis an Assistant Professor at the [RMA, Tribhuvan
Sahkari University, and Sethi isan Assistant Professor at
the Liberal Arts Department, IT Hyderabad
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Banker-cli
With reference to “Relationship
banking” (August 4), the fear of
large-scale impersonation and
misrepresentation by third parties
and the imminent legal challenges
involved, banker-client refationship is
gradually moving from trust to
authorisation mode. The DPDP
framework and rules have come to
the timely rescue of bankers in
safeguarding their interest through

which further facilitates compliance
of governance and audit
Customer

face issues refated to fair wages, job
security and lack of social protection
The nes ind labour

must be enhanced before risk
preventive toolsare introduced.

codes seekto ensure better social
security, timely payment of wages

Sitaram Popuri and improved working conditions for
Bengalury contract workers.

Despite these positive changes
Uplift of effective remainsa

Apropos ‘How India’s contract
labour framework is changing’
(August 4), contract workers play a
insectors suchas

t d processes,
whereby the proper authenticity of
transactions are established digitally,

manufacturing, construction,
logistics and services. But they often

challenge. Strict enforcement is
needed to prevent exploitation. A
balanced contract labour system
that protects workers'rights while
supporting industrial growth s
essential for our economic growth.

Employers, contractorsand
government agencies must work
together to ensure the intended
benefits reach each and every
worker.

Bal Govind

Noida

Factory output buoyant
This refers to‘Growth engine’
(August 4). The IIP readings for Q1 of
FY26-27 have shown surprising
buoyancy. The June readingisa
two-year high and this is despite the
doomand gloom predictions of

most economists and bankers when
the war in West Asia erupted. The
datareveals broad based growth
across most segments including
capital goods. This isa relief and
confirms the growing resilience of
the Indian economy despite deep oil
priceand supply shocks. However
thisis not the time for
overconfidence and celebration
since the crisis has exposed several
gaps inour preparedness including
Tow il and cooking gas stocks.
Pradip Menon

Kochi

o™ - »

atHT Media Ltd. Plot No.8, Udyog Vihar, Greater Noida Distt. Gautam Budh Nagar, U.P.201306, on behalf of THG PUBLISHING PVT, LTD.

news under the PRP Act).

1SSN 09717528

{ ANDNOE



DELHI
businessline.
WEDNESDAY - AUGUST § - 2026

Hurdles to innovation

Governance and absorption capacity pose concerns

—
Subash S.
Sunil Mani

ndia’s innovation story has

become one of the country’s

quiet success stories. It has
taken rapid strides in publication
outputand patents filed, withits
ranking climbing to 81 from 138in
the Global Innovation Index.

Yet thereisa paradox at the

heart of this successstory. India
conti

ION. Fosteringan

crmnnﬁrand hnological

ssToCKPHOTO

outputs while investing relatively
little in R&D. Gross Expenditure

SOMIT DASGUPTA

he Indian space sector has
beeninthe newsrecently. A
launchvehicle made inthe
private sector has
successfully puta payload in
the desired orbit. Not only that, it did so
inits very first attempt which was not
achieved evenby Elon Musk’s Space X.
This featis a classic case of
public-private partnership since the
Indian Space Research Organisation
(ISRO) did all the hand holding including
providing itsinfrastructure for the
launch. Tt will take a while for the private
sector to break the umbilical chord from
ISRO and handleall the operations

think - bl

PRIVATISATION FLIP SIDE. The lack of skilled

on Researchand Development India’s research challenge is not independently usingitsown personnerwill impact the oper: ations beﬂh
(GERD) has remained stuckat simplyashortage of money. Itis infrastructure. . "0
around 0.64 per cent of GDP for i aprobl . g 2 y,inthe US, all the private private and pubhc sectors
almost a decade. More and absorption capacity.
importantly, researchers of Lhe National Aeronauticsand Space
increasingly point toan PRIVATE SECTOR MISSING Administration (NASA).
institutional environment that Inmost OECD economies, The Indian space sector was thrown
often makes doing research industry finances more than 70 opento the pnvute sectorin 2(!20 zu:d
unnecessanly difficult. per cent of national R&D 400 yup
Tv , by Indian dit In India, the figure andabout. The total business, itis
National Science Academy remainsaround 36 per cent. Yet estimated to be around $8.4 billion today
(INSA), the National Academy of the gap cannot be bridged merely whichisabout 2-3 per cent of the world -1. —
Sciences, India (NASI), and NITI through tax incentives and market. Priorto 2020, the Indian space
Aayog,and the other by NITI exhortation. programme was solely led by ISRO. ISRO
Aayog's teport E‘.ase of Damg ‘The challenge, therefore, is not was setupin 1969 to developand apply ensure that its activities are in harmony i i itwas disin talks with global
towork space technology for various national withall the international treaties on onlyobvious that suchasituation would leaders for collaboration. Another major
India— brmg this problem mto with industry. Itis creatingan needs The, govemment decided torope space where Indiais asignatory. eventuallyarise. The private sector has industrial house plans a 6000-MW
sharp focus. industrial ecosystem willingto inthe pri buttosource nuclear plant in Ratnagiri, Maharashtra.
India’s challenge isnota invest inresearch in the first place. The firstand foremost isthatthe TALENT HUNT from ISRO and its affiliates. Cemng Yet another industrial house has
shortage of scientific talent. Itis ‘The NITI Aayog report reveals government getting. thile, it overahundred  expatriatesto work here at much higher committed $2 trillion to developa 7.2
the d1fﬁgultyof ing that another reality: 1 financial ind scientists have left ISRO last year salaries was never reallyan option. If GW nuclear power capacity. Needless to
talent dscientificand  Indiai ingly spaceactivities within the country, beit possibly because the private sectoris availability of manpower becomes a say. the private sector will depend upon
technological capability. two-speed research system. private or public. Also, ISRO was keen offering not only better salaries but also criticalissue for the pr like the Nuclear Power
Ifthere is one statistic that Atoneendare elite institutions that the private sector should handle stock options. The fact thatgovernment ~ going to choke its growth and the vision Corporanon of India (NPCIL) and the
captures the problem, itis the suchasthe [ITsand the Indian launching of satellites, alucrative jobsarebereft of meritocracy isalso ofthe government to engage ISRO only Bharatiya Nabhikiya Vidyut Nigam
time researchers spend waiting. Institute of Science, which business, while ISRO could concentrate provingtobeadisadvantage. inresearchactivities may falter. Limited (BHAVINI) for sourcing their
Accordingtothe dominate patenting, on specialised research programmes. The government has decided to put manpower needs.
INSA-NASI-NITI Aayog survey, commercxa!muon, and advanced ‘With the private sector moving into restrictions on senior scientists leaving NUCLEAR ISSUES The government will soon have to
researchers wait put. At the other end the area of space, there arealot of issues ISRO. This espectal]yapphes o Asimilar manpower crunch s also likel; preparea y plan to deal with
seven months simply to learn are hundreds of state universities whichneed tobe tied upand for this scienti: p tooceur in nuclear generation. Now that thls issue. Drain of manpawer frum the
whetheragrant proposalhasbeen  thataccount for the bulk of higher purpose, the government has set upan projectssuchas Gaganyaan and thepri ption of p P en
approved. education enrolment but organisation called the Indian National Chandrayaan. While the concernof the moving il privatet di
Onceapproved, sanction contribute relatively little to Space Promotionand Authorisation thy i Har gand pani h din India
orders may take another six research. Centre (IN-SPACEe). 5 Advancement of Nuclear Energy for Manpower requirements along with
months, or even longer, to arrive. Amore durable solution Thereare ahost of activities which The private sector has Transforming India (SHANTT) Act, otheri tobe priorto
Fundsthatlapseat theend ofa requires strengthening research need tobe addressed by IN-SPACEe. no Opﬁ on but to source thereisgoing to beaclamour for privatisation. We owe it to the private
financial year often take months capacity within state universities. The two major ones are: first, this e fr [SRO |meupower with the requisite skills. sector to keep them informed of the
toberestored. Final project One of the most organisation will have to ensure alevel Its ma“l?owcr rom I Alreadya number of leading industrial difficulties that they may face in getting
remain pending for ppreciated barriers to playing field between the publicand the and its affiliates. (;etting groupsare proceeding full steam for indigenous manpower.
more than ayear. The cumulative innovation lies in the incentives private sector. Second, IN-SPACEe will expatriates to work here nuclear generation.
effect is striking. Ina five-year facing universities. Yet the deeper also havearegulatoryroleandasfaras Xpatriates N One of them s evaluatis Thewriter s visi ict
research project, adm\msuauve issueis that universities are the private sector is concerned, ithasto was never really an option several States to deploy’ large modular Member (Economic & Commercial), CEA
well overtwo ded primarily for :
years. publications rather than
‘The NITI Aayog report innovation. Although NIRF
proposes procedural reforms. Yet  includes patentsand intellectual STATISTALK. sl Dhuraivel Gunasekaran | raptc Visveswaran V On businessline.in
digital portals and simplified property indicators, its rankmg — = fessi S of
proced by | place: (e # ol 3 ! e ‘confessions’ o
changeabureaucratic culture in welgh(onpubhcanonsand Al won't Stea[ |nd|a 5 JObS |t H TeShape them fast-track courts
vhich official ft ded  citati hnology Generative Al set to transform India's economy by boosting productivity more than displacing jobs, according to @ Goldman Sachs report. The report : i "
foravoiding her than estimates that Al will complement 42-48% of Indio’s non-ogricultural workforce, while only 8-123 of jobs face substitution risk, pointing to a;““‘ ‘3“’?5 i
enabling rescarch. The problemis The result s predictable: India augmentation rather than widespread job losses, In its baseline scenario, Gen-Al could lft India’s annuol labour productivity growth by 0.4 percentage endup reordering the
notonly process; itisincentives. produces rescarch papersat scale points, with the potential gains ranging from 0.1 to 0.8 percentage points. Al exposure is highest in knowledge-intensive services such s healthcare, queue. Only some
‘The mostambitious but struggles to convert education and financial services, while construction, mining and manufacturing remain relatively insulated due to their reliance on physical work. =] o guaranteed
recommendation in the NITI knowledge into commercially = speadlen]ustics,
Aayog reportis toincrease India’s valuable technologies. Al could lift India's p ivi argues:Adityn Sinta
GERD fromaround 0.6-0.7 per —_— %change  Annual boost to labour productivity growth from
centof GDPto 2 per cent within Subashis Professor of Economicsat IT-Madras; y-o-y Al adoption over a 10-year period .
the next four to five years. Manis VisitingProfessor Ahmedabad University :.2 i creased protiefivitygronih oF hittps://tinyurl.com/3byxcend
0'7 augmented workers L,
0 ™ Productivity growth of re-employed :eay:en:cil;y;‘t’:; i::':s :li ht
. - 2 § substituted workers
thehindubusinessline. o5 et P ety ©
", r 0.4 IN-SPACe is particularly
TWENTY YEARS AGO TODAY. TR g g 03 noteworthy, combining
fEsEf=scs¢ g H 02 the functions of
August 5,2006 =" £ 3 ) 2 2 @ o regulator, market
8 = 2 L] S enabler and innovation
Chidambaram defends advisory to banks on PLR & * B - 0.0 —S— 1 1 intermediaryinone,
The Finanice Minister, Mr P Chidambaram, on Friday justified the move to Share of sector-employment with different degrees of exposure to Al: 01 puchless  Slightly )Baseline) Muchmore says Sreevas
‘advise’ public sector banks to consult their boards before revising lending u Substituti c v mNo i powerful Al powerful Al i powerful Al Sahasranamam
rates, stating that the Government as a majority shareholder had a right to hutps://tinyurl.com/3wafancy
express its views on such decisions. Wher?alg\g ;ould deliver the biggest p ivity boost i ies stand to gain the most
percent oint in%
PSU bankers ‘surprised” . 35 Sh:r: u”T:I:ye’:I'inl exposure ta Al (%) CJP and the .
The Finance Ministry’s letter to some public sector banks asking them to get Annual boost to labour productivity growth | 30 e Shaseine employment question
their board approval for the recent rate hikes has surprised many bankers from Al adaptioniover a 10-yearpericd | 25 B I Y I Ve Goskmachi Janta
here. A senior bank official said the recent increase in interest rates by banks { 2 o= Party through s protest
actually followed the RBI's hike in its key short-term rates. Banks have to match " [ » % P e, i
their lending rates with their cost of funds. i ul'u[ - . EEE . o ] campiper e Nbwit
.. - = - S — A -
Iran gas pipeline: Consultant to decide on pricing £s5segesz8 Ep4gED g £22ELSY E5235 18 F r:;s:lvte\;r(?;’:s e
With no solution to the impasse on the gas pricing issue for the $7-billion £§EZ2¢882E E2ES E: BE23%8:3E BEEE 3 E ! i .
= E; 3 r STESS e S= SE=ZT B E £EE 3 = gs '8 3 says Jamal Mecklai
Iran-Pakistan-India pipeline project, the three nations today decided to appoint 2 E S SEE 28 £3 = s 23 = £3 1B
an international consuiltant for the purpose. A decision to this effect was taken T P& 88 5% TEgL& = 13 S
after two-day Secretarial level trilateral talks failed to create a breakthrough on SE™ - =& & LI https://tinyurl.com/axvmvens
the issue. Source: Goldman Sachs
© BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2707 Easy NOT SO EASY
ACROSS DOWN ACROSS DOWN

01. Overrun foreign territory (6)
04. Plant supplying saffron (6)

09. ‘Funny’ drawing (7)

10. Porter’s room (5)

11. Coloured part of eye (4)

12. Vocalise (4)

13. Aslender stick (3)

15. Gas used for

advertising signs (4)

16. Halt (4)

19, Part of circumference (3)

21. Weathercock (4)

22. Azone (4)

24. Room with window built out (5)
25, Play into each other’s hands (7)
26. Cried out loudly (6)

27. Aloving gesture (6)

01. Implicating one
inacharge (13)

02. Atranslation,
particular form (7)

03. Let fall (4)

05. Remove to a lower class (8)
06. Drink of fermented
apple juice (5)

07. Resolution,
unswayable quality (13)
08. Gasteropod (5)

14. Affect with spasms,
violently agitate (8)

17. Take it for granted (7)
18. Light meal (5)

20, To make cold (5)

23, Parasitic insect (4)

01. And, I've found a way to enter by force (6)

04. In short, a reptile gets us to come into flower (6)

09. A preliminary drawing of a vehicle to take on (7)

10. Temporarily put up with a teepee? (5)

11. One will almost get up with the flag (4)

12.To be an informer, one will be vocal (4)

13. Five-and-a-half yards of drain to clear out? (3)

15. Name one adopts for lighting : it's a gas (4)

16. Don't go on with the aperture setting (4)

19. Sort of welding used in familiar construction-work (3)
21. Commercial vehicle going east to show

which way the wind blows (4)

22. Make haste and find the waistband (4)

24. Does it give one a window on the Loire? (5)

25. Fraudulently conspire with Colonel to arrange duel (7)
26. Half cowardly, went ahead and cried out (6)

27. Gesture of love that scares, in a way (6)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2706

ACROSS 1. Diplomat 4. Irate 8. Sirloin 9. Offered 10. Sale 12. Sidecar 14. Salvage 17. Wear 18. Convert 21. Overlay 22. Lover 23, Abnegate

01. Involving one in crime at home,

maybe I'm in car with Tory (13)

02. Get over sin in one way of telling the story (7)

03. Doctor having small operation

will not go on with it (4)

05. Engineers get an ambassador to

send one down a division (8)

06. In the Diplomatic Corps one will sound hesitant

as to drink (5)

07. Determination with which dates are broken

quickly at the Loch (13)

08. One makes slow progress at its pace (5)

14. Double one up with five clues no different from this (8)
17. Take it one will quietly start again (7)

18.Tins returned by end of week giving one a bite to eat (5)
20. Sort of cold that's caught on an upland (5)

23. It bites its host a trifle awkwardly to some degree (4)

DOWN 1. Disuse 2. Parallel 3. Oboe 4. Annays 5. Pair 6. Sender 7. Infidel 11. Amateur 13, Camellia 14. Sickle 15, Entomb 16. Groyne 19. Nave 20, Peke
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Smells Like Teen
Spirit in Boardrooms

Youth must have its place at the high table

Ajoint parliamentary committee has reportedly recom-
mended tweakingthe Companies Acttolettheminimum
age to be appointed as managing or full-time director be
dropped from 21 to 18. About time. The received wisdom
onmanagerial ‘experience’isalready being turned onits
head by thedigital economy. Startups by aredis-
ruptingtheenvironment forlegacy businesses usingstra-
tegicinsightsdrawn fromgenerationaldiversity. Like out-
side boardrooms, the entrepreneurial template has been
changed by young people who can spot opportunity and
deliver tech-aided solutions that become profitable busi-
nesses. Trillion-dollar companies have been built by col-
legedropouts and students. Elon Musk began his journey
by selling a video game he had programmed as a 12-yr-
old. Bill Gates was19 when he and Paul Allen started Mic-
rosoft. Steve Jobs co-founded Appleat the grand age of 21.

And that was in1976. Mark Zuckerberg

-

launched The Facebook at 19. Google
” Brin when they were bnt.h 25. There's

wasfounded by Larry Pageand Sergey

for digital-native Indians.
Management can belearnt on thejob.

Or; better still, experienced managers

can be hired torun ies that alter busi dyna-

Zepto's pullback from going public tells a bigger story about business independence and timing

j arlier this year, g-comm com-
pany Zepto started marke-
~{ fting its much-talked-about
J IPO with a nosebleed ask of
$7bn. 1t failed to fly with pub-

lic investors, By end-July, its Stanford
dropout founders Kaivalya Vohra and
Aadit Palicha were ready toslash valu-
ations by 60%, and even considered
downsizing issue size by 20%. Still,
they failed to get their blockbuster lis-
ting out of the door last week. In hind-
sight, what seems a crushing blow may
well turnout tobea fortuitousopening.
The speed with which Zepto has
ramped up its national footprint, order
volumes and brand loyalty is mind-
boggling. Within six years of opera-

"Yes, Yorick, but the
board wants the
bloody answer!

y company

areas of ecomm or physical retail. The
platform needs to show its orders can
become large and profitable enough to
Jjustify costof servicingthem. And that
starts with hauling its average order
value, which is still the lowest among
listed peers.

No doubt a bumper listing remains
the most important milestone ina cor-
porate rite of passage. But it's the pos-
sibility of stumbling like Paytm that

hould give Zepto's hipa

tions, it has become ‘the f; st-g1

wing g-comm platform with order vo-
lumes outpacing FY26 industry
growth. It already has the second-lar-
gest network of dark stores. Revenues

mics. Youthmusthaveitsplaceat the hightabletotakein-
novation forward. India, with a young population, needs
to allow teens with talent better access to boardrooms if
it wants to get ahead in the tech race, and not get bogged
down by a legacy ‘Bhishma Pitamah’ mindset in board-
rooms. The parliamentary panel recommendation must
be, indeed, followed through in spiritand letter.

The countrylacks fresh boardroom talentand early ex-
posure to corpor essesboth generati-
onal and gender diver: snv With Al accelerating the pace
of business disruption —and offering additional mana-
gement bandwidth out of a box — the funnel for youth,
especially in tech startups, must be widened Asap. The
move should not face a serious hurdle in India’s family-
held business landscape or vibrant startup ecosystem.

India Should Prepare
For That Poles Vault

A parliamentary standing committee on external affairs’ re-

leapt 5x in the last two years.
But with mounting losses, half-baked
business plans and huge execution
risks, the speed at which it was trying
o blaze its way to the bourses would
have upended all its gains.

pause,
There are many large and perfectly fi-
ne privately-owned tech companies,
Access to capital doesn't seem to be an
issue, given the increasing depth of
private markets.

ckily, Palicha and Vohra have so
far attracted substantial funding from
global VCs who may prefer to backstop
thelossesfurther if they seeafirm tur-
naround plan and realistic valuations

Insteadof rushil 1PO:
pointing public market investors, it
may beafar better strategy for Zeptoto
stay private for now, and fix its core
challenges, It is still just a fast commer-
ce company when all its competitors
have significant heft in other

An underappreciated
benefit of remaining

private is

confidentiality. For a
company butting heads
against well-capitalised
_. rivals, preserving
strategic information

can itself be a

for bumper payout. Forthe
time being, they are doubling down.
Hypercompetition is already hae-
morrhaging the balance sheets of the$14
bn q-comm industry by $2 bn every year.
It's safe to assume industry losses in
FY27 would be even higher on the back
of rampant discounting and
large capex investments in

fiscal. Continued losses and negative
free cash flows have weakened its sales
pitch as a value retailer, making public
market investors skittish about :.md‘e)'v

TOTPO,ORTO IPOSTPONE?

scipline keeps a healthy check. Players
like Zepto are still defining long-term
business strategy, whileexperimenting
with delivery models, assortments, ad-
vertising monetisation, private labels
and dark-store densities. The optimal
model is still a work in progress. Priva-
te ownership would allow greater flexi-
bility to tune up the business.

An underappreciated benefit of re-
maining private is confidentiality. For
a company buiting heads against
well-capitalised rivals, preserving
strategic information can itself be a
competitive advantage. ByteDance,
TikTok’s parent company, is a classic
example. e-Tailer Shein built a global
fast-fashion powerhouse without any
public market pressures. SpaceX
shunned an [PO for 24 yrs, until this
Jun‘e to S_‘u])DOI"l its long investment

THE SPEAKING TREE

Satyam Shivam
Sundaram

BPURUSHARTHA

It would be interesting to specu-
late what would God writeif he
must sign adocument. The langu-
ageand seriptof God's signature
don’tpose the same challenge as
itcould beany language and sc-
ript, people understand. It is the
name that matters.
Naming isa human. aclivil):

Aristotlesaid that names arise
not fmm divine inspiration but

wr yat
Financial engineering can only im-
ine Thisis A

) Au‘hnh. UberamlPalanrirallde]ayed

Name
used for God aredttrxbu\esm!d

ingma- iman-
radical reali i stay e, nagement ‘pen stra- i names, and only in-
out of high visibility If the pro-  tegies without investor backlas dicate human agreement.

blem persists, Zepto should al-

50 be open to folding into a &
bigger rival, leveraging its
heftand g-comm expertise.

For all the undeniable
advantages of public
markets —access to wi-
der capital poolsand in-

hes. Even legacy brick-and-
mortar MNCs like Cargill,
Koch Industries and Mars
are still privately held, and
have restructured busines-
ses away from public gla-
re. Closer home, fintech
disrupter Zerodha and

vestor liquidity — ‘- _— cloud-and-Saa$ provi-
listing also imposes der Zoho have repea-
a relentless cycle of ozm':::d;&:?: 'I';IE: tedly  bootstrapped
serutiny Every ope- themselves, prefer-
rational  decision "?‘dﬂp"r;:g;b:; ::::lﬂ:'m ring strategic inde-
gets dissected by t That start th‘ pendence despite
multiple  stakehol.  them. That starts wil high  profits and
ders. Especially inq- hauling |l§ average order brandiecall

comm, thisauditex.  Value that's still the lowest ™ pypjic markets are

tends beyond finan-
cial performance to period;
de debates around

among listed peers

also more likely tore-
wam categun leaders. Eternal in hy-

safety of ‘10-min’ deliveries, hldden fe-
es, quality concer ns. and the perceived

social i aninflu-

darkstores, tech, chains
and customer acquisition. A
key catalyst behind Flipkart's
decision to postpone its IPO is
arguably the ongoing g-comm

carnage, and need to crank up

ential vote bank.

Many of theseissues are unavoidable
for businesses of this size. But once lis-
ted, managing public ion beco-

njoys 2 3040% va-
luatmn/]mdemhlp premium  over
Swiggy, despite both operating within
the same industry. For challengers like
Zepto, that burden isoften heavier: They
must invest for growth, while simulta-
neously crawl up the valuation ladder:
When ility is still far out,

mes almost as important as managing

Nar muves can ch.n\;,e fas-

pital
Zme alone for
nearly one-third of the indust-

' competitive advantage ry’s cash burn in the previous

for deliveries.

the climb can get tougher: None of this
implies that Zepto should never list. It
only needs to pick the right moment.

are almad) well established, q-on-q di-

arijit.barmanttimesofindia.com

WholeLotta Energy inThisRoom

commendation that Gol appoint a ‘polar " makes
good sense. As noted by the committee, most Arctic resources
lie within sovereign territories, and Arctic nations strongly,
and understandably, resist treating the region as a global com-
mons — or future US territory, for that matter. Yet, the Arctic
and Antarctic are no longer just frontiers for scientific explo-
ration. They have acquired geopolitical, strategic and econo-
mic significance, particularly in the context of fossil [uel re-

serves. Butcreati ial postor i i-
sionisnot enough. It will require abandoning a foreign policy
approach that subordinates energy, environment and science

S J=—=5 andshortermaritimeroutes, butalsobec-

Sultan Ahmed Al Jaber

growing this fast, energy security is
nolonger defined by production alo-
ne, but willdepend on whether the
entiresystem— from supply and
storage totrading and logistics —can
keep moving under any conditions.
The UAE and India have spent decad-
esbuildingexactly that kind of resili-
entenergy system.

Abu Dhabi: The UAE-India Compre-

Tr es
passed $100 bn, and is targeted to dou-

and industrial technologies. Through
the UAE's integrated chemicals com-
plex TAZIZ, agreements have been
signed with India’s Sanmar Group to
supply more than 3.51akh tof PVC
feedstocks annually, the first exports
of these chemicals from the UAE. Th-
rough Fertiglobe, ADNOC can conti-
nue tosupport India's fertiliser pro-
duction and food security.

© Collaborate on energy systems
Al industrial electrification, cooliny

Religions generally accept that
God is beyond human limitati-
ons, sofocusing onattributesand
metaphors is moreappropriate
than personal names, Therefore,
itappearsthat if God must sign,
he would write the best descripti-
on of God rather than his propo-
sed names. Legend has it that at
least onedocument bears the
signature of God. It is said that
toappreciate and authenticate
Tulasi’s Ramcharitmanas, God
puthissignature on it — Satyam
Shivam Sundaram.

Here, satyam is not truthfulness
but indication of the ultimate
realityandakin tosat inanother
similardescription of God —sat
chitanand. However, sachhida-
nand ishow we describe God as
his true nature, whereas Satyam
Shivam Sundaram is God's des-
cription of himself inrelationto
this world— ultimate reality, be-
nevolentand Beauty, All theistic
religionsaccept that God is the ul-
timatereality and creator of this
world. God is benevolent (Shiv)
whoonly loves and ensures wel-
fare of hiscreation (sometimes
through painful ways). Whilesun-
dar doesn'tindicate beauty of the
physical form of God, it indicates
the perfection and harmony of
hisattributes (aishwarya) along
with God being the source of bea-
uty in this world.

PEASINA
PODCAST

Moving the

Mountains

Sometimes, the toughest part
of anadventure isn't themoun-

and the
onlivelihoods, agricultural productivity, food security and the
broader economy. Climate and science can no longer be treat-
edasdiplomatic pageantry or peripheral talking points. MEA

hensive Economic Partnership Agree-  ble by 2032. India is Abu Dhabi Nati- tries can build together: tain, It'ssimply getting there.

ment, the first CEPA between the UAE  onal Oil Company's(ADNOC) No. 1 © Strengthen energy ingand mobili- Four hours ona highway, del-

totr: ti 1dipl N and any country, has given our part- LNG market, and ADNOC is tradi- supply chains Backed by a$150bn i in- ty will all require substantially more ayed trains, packed buses and
orpAnsAcionalipamBcY. = X nership powerful momentum. Since  tionally India’slargest LPG supplier,  vestment programme, ADNOC isin- liable power: Thiscr u- drainthe

The polar regions have risen in promi- CEPA wassigned bilateral radehas ~ aswellasafr forude  creasing 5mn  nitiesfor i data veeven

nencenotjustbecauseof criticalminerals accelerated to more than §100 bn, de- and refined products. In January, barrelsaday by 2027. New gas devel- centres, electricity infra, natural gas, laced up your boots. That’s wh-
monstrating what can be: 1chleved following the visit to lnd]a of UAE opmean in the UAE will unlock :up renewables, smart grids and advan- ereagreat podcastcomes in.

o Eendd o s when two ambiti emo- President Zayed Al toaround hird ced industrial technologies. If you're lookingfor stories
ausewarminginthe Arcticand A‘_"a' ?"C vebarriers, align prioriti Nahyan, that wascarried  of India’s current gas consumption, The UAE brings more than energy that fuel your wanderlust, ane
affects global weather systems. Scientist: conditionsfor i toflow. into India Energy Week in Goa, where  while XRG, ADNOC's international resources, It s, capi- tandout
point to links between a warming Arctic ignil i ADNOCG: $3bn LNG ag- il arm, ingitsin-  tal, y, infrastr aninterview with Brmshad

with ing effects wellbeyond reement with Hind Petroleum,  ter key logistics, and can help Indian compa-
Few i the future i f Indi lealsin  growth market: nies expand across West Asia, Africa
of global ener orethanIndia. Al recentyears. ADNOC's integrated LNG market- andbeyond, while continuingtoin-
reddy theworld's third- lamosl energy The mrmerﬂup runsbothways.In-  ingand tradingplatform will bring vest alongside Indian partners inind-
;,it'son investors in our this growing portfolio together; tar- ustries that will define future growth.
1mn barrelsaday of stre; i In 2018, the The UAE is ready to build alongs\de

should focus on integrating energy secuntv needs, scientific
experti! domain’ foreign policy, rath-
er than pursuing tech and environmental milestones that pri-
marily serve narrow bilateral objectives.

Security and strategic interests today extend much beyond

by 2030, anmngmelan,eslexpansiuns
anywhere.

Within 15 yrs, India’s urban popula-
tion will benear 700 mn, itsair travel
w1l] grow by roughly 150%, and its

ity ison track toex-

traditionalnotions of hardsecurity. Nowhereisthi
evident than in the polar regions, where science, climate and
geopolitics are deeply intertwined. A polar needs

more

D:
pand 10%, each a powerful new engine

UAE became the first country to store
crudein lntha 'sstrategic 1umleum
reserve, Indian soil

geung 47mntayear of nmrketable
LN y by 2035. T1 i

to buﬂd greater mslhcnce ﬂo\mx}.lty

India, not simpl; butasa
long{ol 'mpartner in growth, resilien-

before resilience becamean impera-
tive. A partnership thisstrongis not
meant tostandstill.

un-

derpin India’s gr owth.
@ Deepen industrial partnerships
du's manufacturingambitions, wi].l

Nextphaseof ther
look forward to

of energy demand. For

hemi-

mls. fertilisers, advanced materials

That is the partner-
shjp thenext erademands.

iy
crossing: conunenls on’ lucyc~

The writer is group CEO, ADNOC.

les,
lungt.hmugh some of thewur

advanced technology, UAE

Id'smost
In Lhewmersauon. hereco-
unts gacross Tibetand

tobe more than another ‘exotic’ diplomatic posting.
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J Here's why you do business
the way you do — unlike others

Everyones an Idiot or
A Maniac (Except You)

For those familiar with comedian-philosopher George Car-
1in, you should be familiar with one of his most pertinent
observations: ‘Have you ever noticed that anybody driving
slower thanyouisanidiot, and thanyou
is a maniac?” Carlinomics 101 gives you the ultimate expla-

nation for everyone else being wrong, and you bemg nght

Troublein Bibi-Bubba Paradise

of the war: And Netanyahu knows
he hasessentially lost Trump and
isin the process of losing Ameri-
ca.Noamountof social media

week showed that49% of Americans

| agreed that Netanyahu should bear

But Netanyahu, a self-declared US
expert, continues have faith in his

. rested for warcr
Y ICC warrant issued in November

ability toinfl; US policy. In2001,
Bibiwas secretly recorded telling

Mongolia
terrain, unpredictable bord-
ersand the mental resilience
needed forjourneys that last
months, But the story takes
anextraordinary turn when
hedescribes beingarrested
in Russia during the Ukraine
conflict, spending time in pri-
son, and then being une -
edly released. It's part-travel-

manipulation can turn the clo- 2024, a call that got NYC mayor Israelisettlers, Tknow what America ogue, part-survival story,and
ck back. Trump may still help Zuhmn Mamdani international  is. America is something that can be completely gripping.
Israel and the Jewish people attention. easily moved, moved in the right dir- ‘Whether you're heading to
sgema Sirohi Zbutforhisownreasons Mar- LETTER FROM " Last week, Trumpmet Netanya- _cction. They won'tgetinour way. He your next frek or stuck incity
coRubio'sdecisiontodenya  WASHINGTON hu for the eighth timesince2025,  alsosaidhe would ‘neverallow a Pal- trafficdreamingof one, this
visatoanyone who foments hatred but only the first since the US-] Israel estinianstate’. podcast is the perfect compani-
Donald Trump's patience with Benja-  against Israel and his vow to ‘dismant-  war on Iran wa y wasn't mis- on. il theroad toad-
min Netanyahu is all but exhausted. le’ the International Criminal Court fix toan old problem. Five months placed. It rested on i i il
Trumpisdeeply fr o later, Trump knnw= better; but finds erof the pro-Israel lobby, something but with a pairof headphones.
fulof 'S¢ ima bill US-Israel himself Hehasyelledat  thatmany in India want desperately
of goodson Iran that's turni to in,even Bibiinprivate for playing him,and toemulate but don't have the band-
be the worst purchase of his political mlp!oslun. asUS polltlts getsreshaped  ignored his calls. width, discipline or organisation to
life. Up there in th vof Geor- Bibi hasbeen trying foraface-toface  build. Led by the formidable Ameri- mat Roorn
ge WBush's Iraq War: can take credit for shocking. Ameri- since April. But the White House held  can Israel Public Affairs Committee

'l‘rump can’tgetoutsoon enoughand
Bibidoesn't want to, which makes for

cans out of theirstupor. 60% of Ame-
ricansnow havea: ne(,auve VXGW of

off. He finally got oneafter Lindsey Gi
ham'’s funeral for which many *

(AIPAC) withamembershipof 6.5mn,
Israel’'s lobbying complex has a pres-

You, of course, are theGoldﬂocks of anuntenable situation. Thus,apoca-  Israeland the PM. Thy jumis  ors'werein Armedwith  ence inevery Congressional distriet,
hotnor Id ﬁmapdnfrat]onalpro- Iypnrthmd'sﬁ'nm POTUSagainst  bipartisanandd ivenbyyoungvoters ‘intelligence’ on Iran’ sattempistobui- andavoicein themakingof every
heot and visions of di TOWN 1d nuclear K relevant policy. AIPAC is alded by the
fits. Which your = = " youtellyour N will thL next. The cycle has thetictoF et Al Bibi's (Pickaxe .esu Anti- nl‘pr?nznnn L y
definitely show ‘soon'. In this Al moolah-blowing days (or many times, th ke the hed earthtactics in Gaza. edforescalating thewar: Hegotsome  pro-Isracl groups. Christian Zionist
Bira- year thattriplesits valuation in tiresometil i i Anew ist/YouGov pollthis  truthtellinginstead fromapresident ~ groupssuchas Christians United fm
aquarter isdismi bubbl lunauu.orapml ously any mare. N that d an exit. Israel bring up the rear; making th
Ilingapyr hi Thenthere'sth many TACOs. ‘Tdon'tneed Bibitotell  enterprise difficultfor US pohtlcmns

sortof firm that postsactual modest profits, which isderided
as ing'for being ‘scared e up’. The only sensible
benchmark, obviously, is your own portfolio.

Economists, too, areguilty. Keynes wasa ‘maniac’ for sug-
rn spendin ions; Hayek an ‘idiot’

Iran'shardliners, meanwhile, grow
more confident witheach cycle, rais-
ing the stakes for their neighbours,
Their most powerful weapons: Strait
of Hormuz, and time. They know Tru-
mpdoesn’t twant mmmry escalation

for insisting they tighten belts. Try telling that to a hedge
fund tuckin traffic.In i science, though,
speed (economists call it ‘growth’) isjudged not by the road
but by the rearview mirror. Progress is finding the perfect
‘velocity’. And that's called politics.

ical costs would be

toohigh withno guarantee of success
onthe ground. They also know the
Gulf countries are ripe for compromi-
se, mortally afraid of attackson their
oilinfrastructureand way of life.

‘Trump'sfrustration is playing out in
real time. Heknows he has lost control

Pass the mustard...

me that. Bibi is telling
me because he wants me
tostay involved’, Trump
said bluntly on Fox.JD

toignore.
But the fortress is being bxmchcd by

Untruth Unsocial,
UnPOTUS, UnDC

Apropos ‘Will He, Won't He, Will
He, Won'tHe...?" (JustIn Jest,
Aug4), Donald Trump treats po-
litics as a trapeze, swinging effo-
rtlessly from oneextreme tothe
other without appearing to ch-
angedirection. A certainty mor-

youngleftists inthe [ arty
and MAGA isolationists among ch
ublicans. blame

public vent for the regi-

{ me'sanger: Vance has
criticised Israel, Netan-
yahuand his virulent
cabinet colleagues in
language that would
have been unimaginable
froma US politician two
yearsago.

‘himelf for the state of affairs, The qu-
estion is whether Trump can do what
every US president since Harry Tru-
'man has tried but failed — change US
policy on Israel.

PS.Some in New Delhi should note

that Bibi cited his friendship with Nar-

endraModiasa definite sign Israel
was not isolated.

only tohx das
timeless wisdom. Tariffs, allies,
adversaries, wars, ceasefires —
hisacts possess infinite variety
and each pivot is presented in
unwavering confidence as des-
tiny, but is tethered to an identi-
fiable strategic objective. His ev-
ery U-turnaligns with the one
reliable North in his compass.
R Narayanan
Navi Mumbai
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{ OUR TAKE }
Adjudicating
without sexism

Judges must undergo training to address their
unconscious biases and gender stereotypes

rds matter. In a newspaper report, court

judgement, or the actual legal statutes of

the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), words

that describe a crime, the perpetrator, and
the victim or survivor always reflect the bias —
conscious, or otherwise — of the person uttering them.
A committee led by former Supreme Court judge
Justice Aniruddha Bose has addressed the pernicious
impact of incorrect language in its recent report. The
committee’s genesis lies in the unsavoury remarks of
an Allahabad high court bench ruling on a Protection
of Children from Sexual Offenses (POCSO) case, last
March. The top court stayed the high court order, took
suo motu notice to revisit judicial practices in sexual
offence cases, and set up the five-member panel under
Justice Bose. The committee, after examining 125 trial
court judgements, made a number of
recommendations.

To wit: “Helpless woman/helpless female” can be
replaced by the more neutral “complainant or
survivor”; phrases like “It destroys the very soul of a
helpless woman™ and “She was enticed away (good
faith)” can be replaced with “Crime caused severe
trauma to the survivor” and “Accused lured/abducted
victim by gaining trust”, respectively. The report also
exhorts the judiciary to avoid using religious and
physiological references, or to speak of a woman's
honour and/or shame. For instance, sentences like
“where women are honoured, there the gods rejoice”
and “X outraged the modesty of Y" pointto a
worldview where a woman's modesty, virginity/sexual
conduct, and choice of clothes play a role in the
commission of a crime against her. While that may
well be the limited socio-cultural understanding that
all women contend with daily, the courtroom must
remain a site where their constitutional right to
personhood, choice, life, liberty, and dignity are
upheld, irrespective of what society thinks.

Evolved procurement key
to defence drones’ utility

Traditional procurement,
slowed by bureaucratic
hurdles and long
timelines, isn’t built

for a landscape that
moves quite fast

onflicts across the world
have seen an increase in
the use of drones, not just
larger uncrewed systems
akin to fighter aircraft, but
hundreds of small, attrita-
ble systems deployed for a variety of
purposes. For India, the aftermath of
Operation Sindoor has translated

often have to be made to sensors and
‘communication links just to bypass
them— Ukrainian engineers, for
instance, had to replace radio links
with fibre-optic payloads once Rus-
sian jammers learned to intercept
their drones’ signals.

As recently as two or three years
ago, small drones in the micro or
nano category were more a hobbyist's
toy than a military asset. Since then,
they have been modified for
both strike and reconnais-
sance missions and are now
mass-produced to be cost-ef-
fective, Ukraine was the first
case to capture global atten-

new realities faster than procurement
practices have changed. New tactical
formations such as Ashni platoons
have been embedded in every infantry
battalion, and Bhairav light-combat
battalions are being introduced spe-
cifically to absorb drone warfare at
the unit level. The Army wants 30,000
drones in the field and a lakh person-

nel trained to operate them wmun a

Theideais to ha where the buyer and seller engage over a Iong

year. That kind of
urgency deserves a procure-
ment system that moves at

the same speed.
India's Defence Acquisi-
tion Procedure (DAP) and
Defence Procurement Man-

period of time, beyond merely the initial order.

predictability it needs to invest and
scale, something that is currently
lacking. In exchange, vendors take on
an ongoing service obligation: sus-
tained R&D to stay ahead of evolving

directly into monetary
— emergency procurement of new
systems, and a reported $2-billion
commitment towards further drone
purchases. These are steps that w:ll

tion, through first-person- Ad ual (DPM) have made some
view (FPV) dronesretrofired ~ AY3 jons that h

ith explosi line i and
from the civilian drone upgrades, which are steps in

industry wereabsorbedand
adapted by the military almost as fast
as they emerged This is exactly the

) India’s fleet

tive. But the money is being spem
through procurement processes
designed toacquire platforms with a
much longer shelf life than a tactical
drone, and that mismatch is the real
problem.

What sets the procurement of
small, tactical drones apart from the
acquisition of most other platforms is
how fast they evolve. An aircraft or
frigate purchased today is designed to
provide a competitive advantage even
several years later, That is not the case
with small drones. Because they are
both relatively cheap and easily modi-
fiable, upgrades can be needed in as
little as a few weeks, Enemy capabili-
i

idly, and

against Wthh India’s

the right direction. However,
they fall short because buyer-seller
relationships remain transactional,
Mth little room fur iterative |7\'nc1:ssce<~

Both parties jointly
project future requirements based on
global trends and developments in the
civilian market, and once this capabil-
ity bracket is set, buyers commit
upfront to future upgrades against
that broad bracket— rather than a

entrants, This is slightly contradictory
to the DPM’s own commitment to
open competition.

However, India’s drone ecosystem
already faces a version of this trade-
off. Smaller manufacturers win a con-
tract, deliver it, and then face an
uncertain gap before the next one,
unable o plan long-term R&D around
unpredictable demand. A contract
builtaround longer-term engagement
doesn’t eliminate that risk, but it con-

$2-billion d has to narrow, fixed list of vertsa purely relation-
operate. platfnn'ns they du not muer Th.‘lt means when better sensors, elec-  ship into a sustained one.

slowed by bureaucratic hurdles and  tothe tronic Despite its shortcomings, this
long timelines, isn't built fora land-  modifications and upgrades, whe(hcr features are developed, they can be model enables India to keep pace with
scape that moves this fast. in hardware or software. folded in without the delays of an  an adversary whose electronic war-

Because innovations in the com-
mercial drone sector so directly bene-
fit the military, meeting this pace also
requires R&D processes that are far

A model built for this pace already
exists, just not in defence procure-
ment. It resembles the way enterprise
software companies buy computers:

more iterative than
India’s current approach allows.
China's success in this space owes
something to exactly this kind of close
involvement between the armed for-
ces, academia, and the drone indus-

try.
The armed forces have already
i these

through servi rather than
one-off purchases.

The idea is to have a contract
where the buyer and seller engage
over a long period of time, beyond
merely the Imual order. Vendors com-

entirely new tender and contract.

This is not about outsourcing
India’s combat power to private ven-
dors, Itis about sharing the burden of
staying current between the defence
forces, who are the end-users, and
industry, who will invariably have to
meet their requirements.

None of this is free of cost. Locking
into long-term vendor

fare unit adapts in eight weeks, not
eight years.

Larger platforms will continue to
have long-term utility in modern war-
fare. However, the part of the battle
that relies on tactical drones will not
stay still, and it is imperative that pro-
curement practices evolve to keep
pace.

mit to a mini-
mum number of flight-ready drones
over time, giving industry the demand

will i favour
players with the balance sheets to sus-
tain them, at the expense of smaller

Adya Madhavan is rescarch analyst,
The Takshashila Institution. The
views expressed are personal

The unbearable weight of
learning, in school bags

school bent under expedition-sized
school bags. Inside are textbooks, note-
books, lunch boxes, water bottles, art supplies,
workbooks, and an almanac. Adults join this

very weekday morning, children who
I i still need help tying shoelaces walk to

The report acknowledges that judicial itivity is
an ongoing process. We have come a long way from
the General Clauses Act of 1897 which included the
female pronoun in the definition of “he”. More
recently, the Handbook on Combating Gender
Stereotypes also listed harmful gender stereotypes, in
particular those about women, in judicial decision-
making and writing. But, it is incumbent upon judges
to undergo training to continuously address their
unconscious biases and gender stereotypes. By doing
50, they ensure that their judgements are in a language
thatis respectful, neutral, and free from stereotypes.
Their words, after all, protectand uphold
constitutional values of all of us — man, woman, and
transperson alike.

An unequal sparring
in Indian wrestling

Delhi court’s acquittal of BJP leader and
Aformer Wrestling Federation of India (WFT)

chief Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh in a sexual
harassment case filed by women wrestlers shouldn’t
surprise anyone. From the very beginning, wrestlers
appeared to be battling not just Singh but the system.
Even the filing of the initial FIR needed the Supreme
Court’s intervention. A little later, curiously, a minor
wrestler who had levelled allegations against Singh
withdrew her complaint. With that case against him
under the Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences Act (POCSO Act) being scrapped, Singh
stayed out of jail. As for the other case, the hearing
was plagued by adjournments and delays, and
eventually ended with the court ruling that the
prosecution did not prove the charges beyond a
reasonable doubt.

Aside from the merits of the case — the women
wrestlers have indicated they will appeal —what does
this decision mean for the morale of women in
wrestling and other sports across the country? For
months, WFI has made life difficult for those who
complained. Like it, many other sports bodies are run
as fiefdoms, with money, muscle, and political
influence coming together. In 2023, 16 of 30 national
sports federations even lacked an Internal Complaints
Committee. The wrestlers' protest at Jantar Mantar in
2023 changed things, forcing some national sports
federations to make changes to their structure. But
they remain opaque bodies controlled by a few.

Wrestling, like any other sport, is played according
toasetof rules. The playing field, at most times, is fair.
The messaging from this incident and the way it has
played out doesn’t sit well with that.

arrying the bags until children
board the bus or enter the school gate.

This continues despite a court ruling, min-
istry directions, and a government policy on
school bags. The problem is ramlllar Rules
are

solve this problem. Textbooks can be divided
by term. Workbooks can be integrated rather
than multiplied. Schools can install labelled
shelves or lockers.

Double-period timetables can reduce the
subjects taught each day. Publishers should
printlighter books, avoid glossy oversized for-
mats, and disclose book weights, Digital com-
munication can replace bulky almanacs,
although screens must not become a route for
endless assignments after school.

and
bureaucratically, while chnldnen cover the dis-
tance between policy and practice.

In May 2018, the Madras High Court con-
fronted academic overloading in schools affil-
iated with the Central Board of Secondary
Education. It directed authorities to ensure no
homework for Classes 1 and 2, questioned
subjects beyond the prescribed curriculum,
and asked states and Union territories to
ensure school bags did not exceed 10% of a
child’s body weight. The judg-
ment's concern was larger than
kilograms: Young children should
not carry the adult anxiety of heavy
bags meaning more education.

Later thatyear, the then ministry
of human resource development
advised states and Union territories

Chandrakant

Every should publish a book-specific
weekly timetable and require teachers to fol-
low it. A sample of bags should be weighed
each term, with results shared with parents.
Principals should review the total workload
imposed collectively by all teachers, because
no department considers its own notebook
unnecessary.

New teachers should be briefed on home-
‘workand bag limits. Parents need a safe chan-
nel for complaints without fearing their child
will be labelled troublesome.

Education departments and
school boards must include compli-
ance. Schools should publicly dis-
close their bag policy, homework

licy and monitoring results, A
rule without measurement becomes
a suggestion; a suggestion without

to regulate bag weight, prohibit
homework in Classes 1 and 2, avoid
additional books and prescribe
class-wise limits. The Policy on School Bags
2020, prepared by an NCERT-led expert
group, replaced the fixed national kilogram
Timits with a more sensible principle: A bag
should generally remain within 10% of the
child’s body weight. That's what the Indian

Lahariya

There is also a moral question
hidden inside this debate. Schools
teach children about dignity, health, and sci-
entific temper while requiring them to obey
arrangements contradicting all three. A child
who complains of pain may be told to become
stronger; a parent who objects may be
accused of preferring com[on ) dlsciplme

ASTRID SCHOMAKER

<

Companies are not investing enough

«in anal

ing their biodiversity

impacts, dependencies and risk -

When broadcasting was
committed to public good

district of Madhya Pradesh, were
greeted by an unusual welcome.
Painted across the village water tank were the
words: Kalyani Gram Bandrabhan aapka
swagat karta hai (Kalyanl Gram Bandrabhan
welcomes you). N

few years ago, visitors entering Ban-
Admbhan‘ a village in Hoshangabad

the BBC World Service Trust's landmark TV
series, Jasoos Vijay.

In Lutsan, near Aligarh, discussions gener-
ated by Tinka Tinka Sukh led 184 community
members to send AIR a collective letter, pledg-
ing neither to give nor accept dowry and to
educate their daughters. The model also
attracted i academic attention,

official scheme had conferred the title. The vil-
lagers themselves had chosen the name.
‘Why? For years, Bandrabhan lived under
the shadow of malaria. Inspired by Kalyani—
a weekly health programme series on Door-
darshan — the community came together to
fight the disease, under the guidance of the
district malaria officer. When the village oom-

with Everett Rogers, pioneer of the lefusmn
of theory, and his

umenting it as an important contribution to
development communication,

This participatory methodology found its
fullest expression in Kalyani. TV became the
starting point for dialogue, participation, and
collective action. The |dca of orgamsed com-

pleted a malaria-free year, the villag
brated with a malaria awareness rally and
renamed their village Kalyani Gram.

Kalyani was launched in 2002 by the mlms-

munity particij

through Kalyani Clubs. Bch broadcas( invited
viewers to form local groups, discuss issues,
undertake community initiatives and share

nyofhen]m & family welfare m i

) stz Kl

their i ‘which then became part of

Academy of Pediatrics This reverse:
The rulings and pollr:y have provided a cluldnen s spine& must adapt. Sensible leus
practical blueprint. T iden- thatauthority should be

tify which books are required each day.
Schools should provide drinking water,
reduce the need for large bottles, and regu-
larly monitor school bag weight. In primary
classes, longer blocks for fewer subjects can
reduce books carried. Teachers should con-
sider the combined burden of textbooks, note-
books, lunch boxes and other materials.

ranonal health deserves protection and good
systems remove pointless hardship.

Parents, too, must surrender to an illusion:
A bag full of books is not evidence of an excel-
lent school. Nor is an occupied child necessa-
tily learning.

In senior school kids, competitive anxiety
of parents makes idleness appear dangerous,

Man| ‘ibe multi-
ple subjea notebooks, supplementary read-
ers, practice books, art folders and diaries.
Homework for the youngest children returns.

families to buy extra guides and
worksheets. Bul rcsl is not an empty nmt
Ca

huxldswordmuuon and yudgmenr bnrcdom

under gentler labels: “revision”, “reinfc
ment”, “practice”, or “family activity".
Together, these habits create a system.

The physical consequences deserve more
than a shrug. A disproportionate load can
affect posture and gait and contribute to
shoulder, neck and back discomfort, espe-
cially when children climb several floors,
commute long distances or sling bags over
one shoulder.

Harm accumulates quietly; prevention,
therefore, requires systems.

‘The intellectual burden may be worse, and

maydo
more for literacy than another page of copxed
answers,

The heaviest object in a child’s bag is often
adult expectations. Schools fear

todo likewise,

as well as other public health concerns. But
how could a weekly TV programme
become so much more thana broad-
cast? An example of such enduring
public ownership of broadcasting
dates to the early decades after Inde-
pendence. A variety of rice, popular-

ised by All India Radio (AIR), came to Usha
Bhasin

be known as Radio Rice in Thanjavur
district of Tamil Nadu. That was an
era of one broadcaster and captive
audience.

Decades later, in an India transformed by

Kalyani was extended from eight to 21
states, broadcast in 17 languages and
18 dialects, while nearly 2,500 Kalyani
Clubs involving more than 83.000
volunteers emerged. The measure of
success was not viewership but own-
ership. In some communities, anti-
malarial tablets became known as
Kalyani goli, newborn daughters were
named Kalyani, and villages such as
Bandrabhan and Amlaha adopted the
name Kalyani Gram.

The programme’s impact was measured

l , digital nging
media consumption, how could a weekly TV
programme leave an even deeper imprint?
The answer lies in the evolution of an idea—
which tran;formed broadcasting from a

edii f ion into a catalyst for

insufficiently rigorous; parents fear their chil-
dren falling behind: publishers profit from
glossy pages: and regulators confuse issuing
instructions with enforcing them. The child,
being the smallest participant, receives the
burden.

A lighter school bag is an argument for
education that is better organised, develop-

it has a social inequity

often measures parental availability rather
than a child’s understanding. In affluent
households, adults supervise projects, print
pictures and improve presentation. In fami-
lies where parents work long hours or have
limited formal education, children may sub-
mit less polished work and be judged accord-

mentally app: iate, and respectful of child-
hood. India has already written the prescrip-
tion. What it lacks is the willingness to admin-
ister it. Tomorrow morning, millions of
children will lift their bags again. The real test
of policy is whether adults finally decide to lift
some of the weight.

community participation and social change.

In 1988, AIR launched a radio serial, Jeevan
Saurabh, bringing adolescent concerns into
the public conversation. It broke new ground
by treating young people nm merely as| hslen-

notonly in but in the response it
generated on the ground. That attracted inter-
national recognition.The WHO recognised
Kalyani as one of the “I5 top global innova-
tions that advance the work of women’s and
children’s health.” It was described as “a revo-
lution in television for communication, the
bestaction programme going in the world.” Its
work in transforming the lives of people
affected by HIV/AIDS was honoured with the
UNAIDS Civil Society Award.

ers but as participants in th
process, Listeners themselves then prompted
a sequel, Jeevan Saurabh II, urging that the
equally sensitive questions of marriage and
marital relationships be explored as they
entered the next stage of their lives.

Jeevan Saurabh also opened the way for
partnerships between AIR and development
agencies — first with the Popi Founda-

enters the age of Al and
d.lgﬂz] platforms, it faces twin challenges: har-
nessing unprecedented technological capabili-
ties while achieving financial sustainability.
Technology can personalise and multiply mes-
sages, but participation still depends on trust,
dialogue and a sense of shared ownership.
Dehleezto Kalyani is a journey that demon-
strates that value and financial sustain-

tion of India for Dehleez, and later with Popu-
lation Communications International for
Tinka kan Suki. Over the next decade, it

ded from to

ingly. An OECD analysis has found that socio- [ Lahariyais a pre
economically advantaged students spend h cialises in i
‘more time than di medicine and a lcading expert in parenting

students. Homework can, therefore, repro-
duce the inequalities it claims to overcome
India need not import a foreign model to

and child development. Heis the author of upcom-
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ability need not be opposing goals. When
broadcasting earns people’s trust and engage-
ment, financial sustainability can follow from
public value.

Usha Bhasin is former additional
directar general, Prasar Bharatl.
The views expressed are personal
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Editor’s
TAKE

Cauvery water: Old
dispute, new warriors

Every August, as the southwest monsoon falters,
the Cauvery once again becomes less a river than
a courtroom argument. This year is no different

Cauvery water disputes have become a perennial dispute. At
the beginning of this month, Tamil Nadu pleaded before the
Supreme Court that Karnataka is again withholding its share
of the Cauvery's waters. CM Vijay's government told the court
that Karnataka has ignored the Cauvery Water Regulation
Committee's July 28 order to release 3,500 cusecs a day at
Biligundlu through August 12. A day earlier, Karnataka Chief
Minister DK Shivakumar had convened an all-party meeting
in Bengaluru, uniting the Congress and the BJP behind a
familiar plea: the state is in the grip of a poor monsoon and
cannot spare water that its own farmers need.

Same river, same season, same impasse; only the names
across the table have changed. The dispute is older than the
republic itself. Two colonial-era pacts, in 1892 and 1924,
apportioned the Cauvery between Madras and the princely
state of Mysore; the 1924 pact lapsed in 1974, and
Karnataka's push to expand irrigation reignited the quarrel.
Tamil Nadu's plea led to the Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal
in 1990, whose final award in 2007, after seventeen years,
gave Tamil Nadu a far larger share than its 1991 interim
order had. Both states appealed, and in February 2018 the
Supreme Court recalibrated the numbers: 284.75 thousand
million cubic feet for Karnataka, including extra water for
Bengaluru's drinking needs, and 404.25 TMC for Tamil Nadu.

To implement this, it ordered the creation of the Cauvery
Water Management Authority and its technical arm, the
Cauvery Water Regulation Committee, meant to turn an annual
political braw! into hydrology and formula. It has not worked
out that way. Every deficient monsoon still triggers the same
sequence: 2 CWRC order, Karnataka's reluctance, citing its own
distress, and Tamil Nadu's return to the apex court. Layered
onto this is ka's long Mekedatu balancing
reservoir, which it says will store surplus monsoon flow for dry
years without affecting Tamil Nadu's entitlement, and which
Tamil Nadu calls an upper riparian's ploy to control the tap.

Hearing Karnataka's plea last November, the Supreme Court
called Tamil Nadu's objection premature. The Cauvery Water
Management Authority already has the legal architecture to
arbitrate on hydrology rather than politics; what it lacks is an
automatic, real-time enforcement mechanism that does not
require Tamil Nadu to plead before the Supreme Court every
August. Publicly verifiable, real-time flow data would settle the
perennial argument over how much water actually exists before
it ever reaches a courtroom. Mekedatu's fate, too, should be
settled where the Supreme Court has already sent it: before the
CWMA and the Central Water Commission on engineering
merit, not through parallel litigation and competing all-party
theatre on both banks of the border.

Karnataka and Tamil Nadu have new Chief Ministers facing
an old grievance for the first time. They would serve their states,
and the basin’s tens of millions, better by trusting the
institutions already built for this purpose than by reaching, yet
again, for the Supreme Court's number.

—
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‘Kanwariyas' take out a ‘Kanwar Yatra' procession with an idol of Lord Shiva
during the holy month of ‘Sawan' in Haridwar, Uttarakhand. PHOTO: PTI
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PRASHANT KISHOR DELIVERS JAN
SURAAJ'S FIRST ELECTORAL WIN

The Jan Suraaj Party’s maiden
electoral victory in the Bankipur

momentum continues. It appears
that the BJP's electoral slide has

Assembly by-election, with already begun.
Prashant Kishor emerging Prashant Kishor secured 63,203
victorious, marks a significant votes to defeat BJP candidate

development in Bihar's evolving
political landscape.

Prashant Kishor has truly pulled
off a masterstroke. He fought the
election with remarkable strategy
and determination, raising high
expectations among the people of
Bankipur. His victory reflects not
only his personal credibility but
also the growing appeal of the Jan
Suraaj Party as a viable political
alternative in the state.

The by-election result also
points to a broader political trend,
signalling a gradual decline in the
BJP's electoral fortunes. The
outcome was not entirely
unexpected, and similar results
may be witnessed in future by-
elections if the current political

Neeraj Kumar Sinha, who polled
44,250 votes. RJD candidate Rekha
Gupta finished a distant third with
14,085 votes. Kishor's victory
margin of 18,953 votes is
particularly significant as it marks
the first electoral success for the
Jan Suraaj Party since its
formation.

This landmark win provides a
major boost to the party’s political
ambitions and strengthens its
position as an emerging force in
Bihar politics. It also demonstrates
that voters are increasingly willing
to support new political
alternatives that promise credible
leadership and meaningful
governance.

BHAGWAN THADANI | MUMBAI

Please send your letter to the info@dailypioneer.com.
In not more than 250 words. We appreciate your feedback.

A strong Bharat demands
stronger institutions

Recent agitations involving farmers and students appear to follow a similar pattern: local grievances rapidly escalate into
nationwide movements, amplified by social media and, at times, influenced by domestic and international actors seeking to shape
public opinion. As the ruling party has consistently demonstrated a strong ability to win elections, sections of the opposition may
increasingly rely on mass mobilisation to challenge the government between electoral cycles, knowing full well that they cannot
challenge the current government at the ballot box. However, the government must avoid complacency by responding to genuine
public concerns, while the opposition should exercise restraint, ensuring democratic dissent does not spiral into unrest that
ultimately harms the nation and all political stakeholders, including the people fanning the fire

PRASHANT
TEWARI

India stands at a defining moment in its democratic
journey. Itis the world’s largest democracy, one of the
fastest-growing major economies, and an emerging
global power. Yet the true strength of a nation is not
measured only by GDP growth, expressways, airports,
or digital infrastructure. It is measured by the quality
ofits institutions and the confidence that ordinary cit-
izens place in them. Today, that confidence is under
increasing strain. These challenges are not failures of
one government or one political party. They are symp-
toms of institutional weaknesses that have accumu-
lated over decades and have survived successive
administrations of every political persuasion. As
Abraham Lincoln wisely observed, “When public
institutions fail to deliver efficient services, public frus-
tration inevitably rises.”

India’s police system requires urgent modernization.
Across the country, police personnel serve with
courage under difficult conditions, yet they often work
with inadequate manpower, outdated investigative
methods, excessive workloads, limited forensic
support, and insufficient technological integration.
Citizens frequently perceive investigations as slow,
corrupt, and legal processes as cumbersome. Genuine
police reforms must focus on professionalism, oper-
ational i e, scientifici igation, account-
ability, and community policing for citizens to view the
police as protectors rather than merely law enforcers.
Moreover, the lack of reforms has led to police stations
in India turning in extortion hubs.

The judiciary remains another pillar requiring com-
prehensive reform. |ustice delayed has become one
ofIndia’s greatest institutional challenges. Millions of
pending cases undermine confidence in the rule of law,
delay economic activity, discourage investment, and
impose enormous emotional and financial costs on
ordinary litigants. Judicial reforms should include sig-
nificantly increasing judicial capacity, adopting arti-
ficial i i e for case mar strengthen-
ing digital courts, simplifying procedures, expanding
mediation, and ensuring that justice is both affordable
and timely. As William Gladstone famously remarked,
“lustice delayed is justice denied.” The courts in India
have lately become an effective tool to serve the elites;
the common man is left high and dry.

Urban governance presents equally serious concerns.
India’s cities generate economic growth but struggle
with pollution, waste management, congestion, flood-
ing, water shortages, unauthorized construction, and
inadequate civic infrastructure. Municipal bodies fre-
quently operate with fragmented authority, weak
finances, and limited professional capacity. The issue
is not simply funding; it is institutional efficiency,
accountability, and measurable outcomes. Surely, cit-
izens deserve clean streets, safe drinking water, effi-
cient public transport, and transparent local gover-
nance, contrary to what they are getting across
the country.

Healthcare represents perhaps the greatest daily
concern for ordinary families. Despite remarkable
advances in medical science, access to quality health-
care remains highly unequal. Public hospitals in
many regions continue to face shortages of doctors,
nurses, medicines, equipment, and infrastructure. A
medical emergency should never become a financial
catastrophe for a family. Investing in primary health-
care, preventive medicine, digital health systems,
medical education, and rural healthcare infrastructure
must become a national priority.

Education too requires structural transformation.
Expanding enrolment alone cannot define success if
learning outcomes remain weak. Schools and univer-
sities must produce critical thinkers, innovators,
entrepreneurs, scientists, and skilled professionals
rather than merely examination candidates. India's
demographic dividend can become its greatest
strength only if education equips young people with
practical skills, digital literacy, ethical values, and adapt-

ability in an Al-driven economy. The recent Gen Z agi-
tation should be an eye-opener for the ruling class; it
exposes the disconnect between the government and
its young citizens,

No discussion on institutional reform can ignore agri-
culture. Nearly half of India's population continues to
depend directly or indirectly on agriculture, yet mil-
lions of farmers remain economically vulnerable.
Fragmented landholdings, climate uncertainty, rising
input costs, inadequate irrigation, price volatility, post-
harvest losses, and limited value addition continue to
constrain farm incomes. The objective of agricultur-
al policy should move beyond ensuring production to
ensuring prosperity. Farmers require modern technol-
ogy, market access, storage facilities, affordable
credit, insurance, research support, and integrated
supply chains that allow them to participate meaning-
fully in India’s economic growth.

The rise of social media has fundamentally trans-
formed the relationship between governments and cit-
izens. Public opinion now forms and spreads within
hours, turning local grievances into national or even
global debates. The Arab Spring demonstrated the dis-
ruptive power of digital platforms, while countries such
as Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Nepal, and Pakistan have wit-
nessed major political upheavals influenced by rapid
information flows and mass mobilization.
Several European democracies have also experi-
enced swift political shifts shaped by online discourse.
In this digital age, governments must embrace greater
transparency, responsi . and acco ility, as
citizens increasingly expect not just policy announce-
ments but tangible, measurable, and timely gover-
nance outcomes.

India’s young population further amplifies the
urgency of reform. Aspirations have risen dramatical-
ly. Young Indians seek quality education, meaningful
employment, efficient governance, and equal oppor-
tunity. When expectations repeatedly encounter
institutional inefficiency, frustration naturally increas-
es. Governments must recognize that economic
growth alone cannot sustain public confidence unless
institutions function fairly, efficiently, and transpar-
ently. Mahatma Gandhi reminded us that “The true

measure of any society can be found in how it treats
its most vulnerable members.” Institutional reform is

intelligence, digital governance, blockchain,
predictive analytics, and data-driven administration
present unprecedented opportunities to modernize
governance. Governments should deploy these tech-
nologies to improve judicial efficiency, detect corrup-
tion, streamline public services, strengthen healthcare
delivery, enhance agricultural productivity, and
improve policy implementation. Technology should
become an instrument of accountability rather than
merely a symbol of modernization.

The choice before India is clear. Political debates will
continue, elections will come and go, and governments
will change. But unless India undertakes bold institu-
tional reforms in policing, the judiciary, healthcare,
education, agriculture, municipal governance, and
public administration, public dissatisfaction will con-
tinue to grow irrespective of which
party occupies office. Strong institutions, not strong
personalities, ultimately determine the success of a
democracy. India needs reforms more than swanky air-
ports, ports, railway stations, road network, adminis-
trative buildings,

Time, however, is running out fast for governments
and citizens alike, for political parties and voters, for
the ruling establishment and the opposition. Across
India, public patience is wearing thin, and the elec-
torate is increasingly willing to embrace credible alter-
natives when they emerge. Recent electoral outcomes-
from Tamil Nadu, where established political equations
have evolved over time, to the Bankipur Assembly con-
stituency in Bihar, where a new political force upset
a long-standing B|P stronghold- demonstrate that no
party can take public support for granted. In a vibrant
democracy, performance, governance, and institution-
al credibility- not historical legacy or political domi-
nance will ultimately determine who earns the
people's trust. Reform, therefore, is no longer a
matter of choice; it is an imper-
ative for India's democratic | Thewriterisa public policy
and developmental future. expertand clumalst

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

For the success of an anti-drug campaign

Apropos the editorial, ‘A Drug-Free India Begins with
Its Youth', India's “Nasha Mukt Yuva, Viksit Bharat
Sankalp Abhiyan” is a welcome initiative. The real chal-
lenge now is to translate public awareness into sus-
tained policy action.

Awareness must be backed by life-skills education,
mental health support, active parental involvement,
access to sports, and effective de-addiction and reha-
bilitation services in every district. To dismantle the drug
supply chain, the focus must extend beyond petty ped-
dlers to include financial networks, hawala operators,
organised crime syndicates, synthetic drug manufac-
turers and digital trafficking channels. Under a zero-tol-
erance policy, swift and exemplary action against the
few “black sheep™ who facilitate drug trafficking is essen-
tial to strengthen public trust and uphold the credibil-
ity of the vast majority of honest officers.

The campaign's success should not be measured
merely by rallies or pledges, but by a sustained decline
in first-time drug users, successful rehabilitation,
and the dismantling of the drug mafia's financial ecosys-
tem. Every consignment seized is important, but every
young life saved from addiction is an even greater
national achievement.

BRIJ B GOYAL | LUDHIANA

Safety must come before speed

Data recently presented by the Civil Aviation Ministry in
the Rajya Sabha reveals an alarming reality about air travel
in India. A total of 352 major technical defects were report-
ed in flight operations this year. What s particularly con-
cerning is that 334 of these defects occurred in domes-
tic services, while international flights accounted for only
18. This stark disparity raises serious questions about the
maintenance standards and operational practices of
domestic airlines. In the race for quick turnarounds, packed
schedules and cost-cutting, airlines appear to be compro-
mising essential safety protocols. Technical faults such as
engine problems, navigation system failures and hydraulic
defects are not minor inconveniences-they can pose grave
risks to passenger safety.

Air travel should inspire confidence, not anxiety. The
Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) mustimme-
diately strengthen oversight through rigorous audits, sur-
prise inspections and strict penalties for safety violations.
Every aircraft should undergo comprehensive technical
checks before being cleared for take-off.

Passengers paying for domestic flights deserve reliable

i ing, uncompromi i eand complete
peace of mind every time they board an aircraft. Safety
must remain the aviation sector’s highest priority.

N SADHASIVA REDDY | BENGALURU

Listening to young voices

Apropos “CJP: Resilience, Resistance and India's Youth”
(August4,2026), the article rightly highlights the growing
willingness of young people to question public institutions
when they believe fairness has been compromised. Such
civic engagement is healthy for any democracy, provid-
ed it remains peaceful, disciplined and grounded in facts
rather than slogans. The larger issue, however, extends
beyond one examination or one protest. Public confidence
can be restored only when institutions demonstrate trans-
parency before controversies arise. Examination agencies
should adoptindependent audits, publish detailed time-
lines, strengthen digital security and communicate
promptly whenever irregularities are reported. Equally
important, governments should engage student represen-
tatives through structured consultations rather than
responding only after public pressure builds.

Youth movements must act responsibly by resisting
political appropriation, remaining inclusive and pursuing
reforms through informed debate. Lasting change comes
from making institutions more accountable.

India has one of the world's youngest populations. Their
energy is ademocratic asset. If governments, universities
and civil society respond with openness, this moment can
strengthen public trust and institutional credibility.

A. MYILSAMI | COIMBATORE
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Football's soul is not for sale!

The controversy surrounding FIFA President Gianni Infantino's latest plans is not merely about finance or goverance
— itis about whether football will remain a shared cultural inheritance or become just another global commodity.
The battle now is not over who controls the game, but over whether the sport can survive the relentless march of money

Sport has always been
one of the purest ways
human beings test
themselves, and foot-
ball has long been the
most tribal of all its
languages. But when
power, money and
vanity begin to crowd
out meaning, the game
starts to feel less like a
shared ritual and more
like a cartel.

Those opening lines matter because they capture
why football still cuts so deep. It is not just entertain-
ment. It is identity, memory, class, geography and
emotion all bundled into ninety minutes. It creates
unlikely alliances, dissolves ideological borders, and
turns strangers into a temporary family. | may disagree
with both Zohran Mamdani and Piers Morgan and I'm
sure both of them dislike each other as well. But we
all love Arsenal Football Club and celebrated wildly
when the North London club won its first title in
twenty-two years a few months ago.

That s exactly why the recent actions of FIFA pres-
ident Gianni Infantino have landed so hard with so
many people. When the guardians of the game begin
to behave as though football is merely a financial asset
to be sliced, packaged and monetised, they do not
just make a bad decision. They threaten the soul of
the sport itself.

Infantino's reported push to create a new FIFA com-
mercial subsidiary and potentially sell stakes to
private investors has been widely read as a money-
first move that could hand outsized influence over
the World Cup to outside interests. The backlash has
been fierce because the World Cup is not just
another property. It is football's crown jewel, its most
universal stage, the singular event that still manages
to make the planet feel briefly connected. To suggest
thatit can be leveraged like a private equity product
is to invite outrage not only from purists, but from
anyone who believes sport should retain some
moral distinction from ordinary commerce.

The deeper problem is not simply the proposal itself,
but the pattern around it. Infantino has increasing-
ly become a symbol of a football hierarchy that seems
more comfortable talking about growth, revenue and
control than about trust, integrity and stewardship.
That is why this moment feels bigger than one con-
troversial plan. It reflects a broader fear that football's
governing class has drifted too far from the people
who give the game its meaning. Supporters may
accept commercial reality, but they do not want to
feel like tenants in a sport they emotionally own.

There is also something especially corrosive about
the language of "development” being used to justify
such moves. FIFA often speaks in the name of smaller
nations, grassroots expansion and global opportuni-
ty. Yes, the world saw Cabo Verde on the global stage
a couple of months ago and boy, did they make the
world notice them, just look at the superstar that their
goalkeeper Vozinha has become.

Yet when power is centralised and financial engi-
neering becomes the dominant instinct, the result
Iooks less like uplift and more like extraction. It is hard
to square the rhetoric of inclusion with structures that
appear to concentrate power at the top while asking
everyone else to applaud the efficiency.

That is why the phrase "selling the soul of football"
does not sound melodramatic here. It sounds precise.
Football survives because people believe it belongs
to everyone: the child juggling a ball in a narrow lane,
the worker watching a match after a long shift, the
fan waking before dawn to follow a club thousands
of miles away. Once that emotional compact is treated
as secondary to dealmaking, the game loses some-
thing that no broadcast contract can restore.

And football is not dealing with this in isolation.
Sport more broadly is under strain from corruption,
opaque governance and the blurring of lines between
competition and commerce. The modern sporting
landscape is full of conflicts that erode trust: admin-
istrators who act like power brokers, institutions that
seem too close to politics, and commercial structures
that sometimes appear to matter more than the sport
itself. Corruption does not always arrive as an out-
right scandal. Sometimes it arrives as a culture, a habit
of doing things in ways that may be legal but are still
deeply damaging to faith in the game.

The rise of sports betting adds another layer of
concern. In America, gambling has moved from the
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margins into the mainstream, and with that shift has
come a new kind of sport consumption, one where every
pass, foul and substitution is immediately reducible to
odds, spreads and profit. Betting is no longer a side market.
It is becoming part of the spectacle itself. That may be
profitable, but it also changes the relationship between
fan and game. The supporter stops being just a support-
er and starts becoming a participant in a machine built
around extraction.

This is where Kylian Mbappé's recent remarks land with
real force. He has been outspoken in refusing to lend his
image to sports betting and junk food promotions, arguing
in effect that athletes should not casually help normalise
products that can harm vulnerable people. That is not a
minor marketing quibble. It is a moral position. In an era
where elite sport is increasingly saturated with gambling
tie-ins, food sponsorships and commercial clutter, Mbappé's
stance feels unusually clear-eyed. It reminds us that the
face of a game need not become the billboard for every-
thing around it.

His criticism also matters because footballers today are
more than players. They are cultural symbols, especially
for younger audiences who absorb their choices as much
as their performances. When a figure like Mbappé rejects
certain endorsements, he is making a statement that the
athlete's responsibility does not end at the boundary or
touchline. He is suggesting that sport should not surren-
der all its authority to whatever pays the most.

And yet, despite all this, there is a reason to end on hope
rather than despair. The backlash to Infantino has not been
isolated or timid. It has brought together journalists, fan
communities, football associations and institutional voices
that might otherwise disagree on nearly everything else.
In that sense, the scandal has done one useful thing: it has
reminded people what they are defending. Not a logo, not
arevenue stream, not a chairman's ambition, but the idea
that sport should remain credible, shared and fair.

That shared resistance matters. It shows that the public
still notices when the line is crossed. It shows that foot-
ball has not been completely absorbed by the logic of
money. And it suggests that a global sports cleanup is not
only desirable, but possible. Better governance, stricter
transparency, clearer sponsorship boundaries
and arenewed respect for athletes and supporters would
not solve every problem. But they would begin to restore
the basic trust without which sport becomes just another
business.

In the end, maybe that is the real silver lining. This con-
troversy has united people who usually stand apart. It has
forced sports bodies and fans to confront the same
uncomfortable truth: if sport is allowed to become entire-
ly commercial, it ceases to be sacred in the first place. The
fight now is not against progress or modernity. It is for the
preservation of the one thing that makes sport worth loving
— its ability to belong to everyone.

Understanding the law
beyond the controversy

The recent controversy surrounding the alleged use of
pellet guns during the CJP-led agitation at Delhi's jJantar
Mantar has once again ignited a nationwide debate on
police use of force. ions and count i
have dominated television debates, social media and
political discourse, yet the larger issue remains poorly
understood: the legal framework governing the use of
force by the police.

Public opinion is often shaped more by emotions than
by law. As someone who has spent decades in policing
and public order management, | believe it is important

ASHOK KUMAR

to explain what the law actually says, what powers have been conferred upon the police,
what safeguards exist against misuse, and why, in exceptional circumstances, the use
of force becomes both lawful and necessary. India is a constitutional democracy where
every citizen enjoys the fundamental right to peacefully assemble and express dissent.

Peaceful protest is an essential feature of democratic governance. However, this right

is neither absolute nor unconditional. Once a turns violent or public
order, its legal character changes entirely. Earlier, an unlawful assembly was defined
under Section 1410f the Indian Penal Code (IPC). The same concept is now covered under
Section 189 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), 2023. An unlawful assembly consists
of five or more persons sharing a common unlawful object, such as resisting lawful author-
ity, obstructing the i ion of law, ¢ itting an offence, ing proper-
ty, forcibly taking possession of property, or compelling someone to do an act not required
by law. A gathering that begins peacefully can subsequently become unlawful if it resorts
toviolence, attacks public servants, indulges in arson, damages public property, or endan-
gers public safety. At that stage, the law places a clear responsibility upon the police to
restore order. The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita also prescribes punishment under Sections
189,190 and 191 for members of unlawful assemblies.

The next logical question is: what are the police expected to do when such an assem-
bly refuses to disperse? The answer lies in the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS),
2023, particularly Sections 148 to 151, which have replaced Sections 129 to 131 of the erst-
while Code of Criminal Procedure. The law provides a graded mechanism. A police officer
not below the rank of Sub-Inspector may order an unlawful assembly, or even an assem-
bly likely to disturb public peace, to disperse. If the crowd refuses to comply, the police
may disperse it by using civil
force, including arrest, wherev- =
ernecessary. Mostimportantly,
the law requires that only the
minimum force necessary be
used. Modern democratic polic-
ing follows the principle of
graded response. Crowd control
ordinarily begins with persua-
sion, public announcements
and repeated warnings. If these
measures fail, the police may
employ water cannons, tear [ M_
smoke and other non-lethal D—— .
methods. Ifviolence escalates further, a controlled lathi-charge may become necessary.
Only when these measures prove inadequate and the mob continues to pose a serious
threat to life or property may specialised anti-riot equipment, such as rubber projec-
tiles, plastic pellets or pump-action anti-riot guns, be considered.

Their objective is not to inflict fatal injuries but to disperse violent crowds while min-
imising the risk of loss of life. Their use nevertheless requires trained personnel, strict
supervision and adherence to established standard operating procedures. Only where
civil force proves insufficient does the law permit requisitioning assistance from the
armed forces, and even then, such deployment is regulated and ordinarily takes place
under the direction of the Executive Magistrate or a police officer vested with the powers
of an Executive Magistrate under the commissionerate system.

Pellet-based anti-riot systems have been part of India's crowd-control mechanism for
over two decades. They gained prominence during prolonged stone-pelting incidents
in Jammu and Kashmir. Their operational purpose has always been to disperse violent
mobs before circumstances compel the use of live ammunition. In practical policing,
they are regarded as an intermediate option between conventional crowd-control mea-
sures and lethal force. Every use-of-force decision involves difficult choices. Officers often
have only seconds to decide whether to permit a violent mob to torch buses, attack
public institutions, assault police personnel or destroy public property, or to intervene
using lawful force. During my policing career, | witnessed several incidents where violent
mobs resorted to arson, vandalised government property, attacked police personnel
and endangered innocent citizens. In such situations, failure to act would itselfamount
to dereliction of duty. The State has a constitutional obligation to protect the life, liberty
and property of every citizen, including those who are not part of the protest. Another
legal safeguard that is often overlooked is that the prosecution of police officers foractions
taken in the discharge of their official duties requires prior sanction from the
Government under Section 151 of the BNSS, This safeguard does not provide immunity
for unlawful acts; rather, it protects officers from frivolous or motivated prosecution
arising from bona fide operational decisions taken under difficult circumstances.

Equally important is the human dimension of policing. Every police officer deployed
during riots is also a citizen and a public servant performing a constitutional duty. Violence
against police personnel cannot be justified merely because it occurs during a protest.
Assaulting police officers, damaging police vehicles or attempting to overrun security
barricades is ultimately an attack on the authority of the State and the rule of law.

None of this should be interpreted as a licence for indiscriminate use of force. Democratic
policing demands restraint, professionalism and accountability. Every allegation of exces-
sive force deserves an impartial investigation, and any officer found to have exceeded
the limits prescribed by law must be held accountable. At the same time, police per-
sonnel acting within the authority conferred by law should not be judged solely through
the prism of public emotion. The principle, therefore, is straightforward. The police are
legally empowered to use force against an unlawful and violent assembly. Such author-
ity includes graduated measures like lathi-charge, tear smoke, water cannons and, where
operationally justified, specialised anti-riot weapons, including pellet-based systems.
In the rarest situations involving imminent threats to life, even firearms may lawfully
be used, subject to strict legal safeguards. In a democracy, however, force must always
remain proportionate, necessary and the last resort. The ultimate objective of policing
is not to overpower citizens, but to restore peace,

protect lives and uphold the rule of law with the least
possible use of force. ‘The writer is a former DGP

Bangladesh: India’s strategic dilemma

Time flies. August
5 marks two
years since Prime
Minister Sheikh
Hasina was
ousted in a
student-led
uprising, forcing
the deposed
Awami League
leader into self-
imposed exile in
India. Since those
tumultuous events, India-Bangladesh ties have suf-
fered a severe setback, with both sides still strug-
gling to rebuild a once-robust partnership. A lin-
gering trust deficit now clouds relations as the two
neighbours attempt to reset ties under
Bangladesh’s new Prime Minister, Tarique Rahman.
Rahman, who assumed leadership of the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) following the
death of his mother, former Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia, took office in February. His party, seen
as anti-India, swept the polls.

While the sharp friction that characterised
New Delhi-Dhaka ties under Bangladesh's interim
government led by Chief Adviser Muhammad
Yunus has eased, relations remain uneasy. Stable
on the surface, the partnership continues to be
tested by underlying strain.

For now, India is banking on the upcoming BRICS
Summit in New Delhi this September to host
Bangladeshi Prime Minister Tarique Rahman and
initiate a much-needed reset in bilateral ties.

|
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Although Bangladesh is not a BRICS member, it
aspires to join the grouping, and Rahman has been
invited to the summit’s Outreach Session. New
Delhi hopes his participation will pave the way
for a crucial meeting on the sidelines with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. Adding to New Delhi's
chagrin, Rahman prioritised a visit to China, India’s
primary geostrategic adversary. Rahman's trip to
Beijing was a clear strategic setback for Delhi.

During his four-day visit in June, Rahman was
assiduously courted by Beijing as the two
sides signed 17 pacts. The visit elevated bilater-
al ties from a “comprehensive strategic coop-
erative partnership” to a "China-Bangladesh com-
munity with a shared future”. Additionally,
Dhaka and Beijing agreed to institute regular
strategic discussions and launch a 2+2 dialogue
covering foreign policy and security.

Worryingly for India, Beijing has pledged
support for Bangladesh's Teesta River restoration
project. To prevent Chinese inroads along this
strategic river basin, New Delhi needs to finally
deliver the long-stalled Teesta water-sharing
treaty-a task made far simpler now that a BJP gov-
ernment leads West Bengal.

Equally troubling for India is the agreement
between Dhaka and Beijing to expand Mongla Port,
alongside the decision to grant a Chinese firm the
rightto develop its adjacent economic zone. India
was originally slated to develop this zone, but the
project did not materialise and uitimately fell
through. As a result, India will have to grapple with
agrowing Chinese footprint in the Bay of Bengal,
which poses significant security risks inits imme-

!
diate maritime neighbourhood.

The Rahman government's embrace of Beijing
poses a clear challenge to New Delhi's strategic
interests. China's expanding footprint in India's
immediate neighbourhood, the Indian Ocean
Region, and the broader Indo-Pacific directly
threatens Indian security. While the new govern-
ment in Dhaka has framed its foreign policy
around “Bangladesh First" and multi-ali;

For Rahman, a visit to New Delhi poses signifi-
cant domestic risk as he has to navigate deep-
seated anti-India sentiments at home.

Rahman, therefore, is treading carefully. He
would also be looking for substantive outcomes
from his India visit to quell any criticism he may
face on the domestic front. Amajor sticking point
in bilateral ties at present is Sheikh Hasina's con-
tinued presence in India. The Awami League leader
has been tried in absentia in Bangladesh by a
special tribunal and sentenced to death for
alleged crimes against humanity. Dhaka has put
in a formal request with New Delhi seeking her
extradition.

The former Prime Minister's political rhetoric
whilein exile here has also angered Dhaka. If India
wants to safeguard its long-term interests and
foster cordial relations with Bangladesh, it must
firmly advise Hasina to refrain from engaging in
political rhetoric from Indian soil.

Another major strain on bilateral relations has
been the B|P’s ined campaign against illegal

it remains to be seen whether it will truly adhere
to these principles.

New Delhi's substantial leverage over Dhaka van-
ished with Sheikh Hasina's departure. Although
Hasina cultivated strong relations with Beijing, she
was always sensitive to India’s regional security
concerns-a principle New Delhi will undoubted-
ly highlight if the Modi-Rahman meeting takes
place. The BNP government may not be as sensi-
tive to India’s concerns. A meeting at the prime min-
isterial level, therefore, is a necessity for India to
be able to voice its concerns at the highest level.

immigration from Bangladesh, marked by harsh
political rhetoric-including Home Minister Amit
Shah’s controversial characterisation of illegal
migrants as “termites” in 2018. This anti-immigrant
rhetoric reached a fever pitch during recent state
assembly elections in West Bengal and Assam,
casting a long shadow over neighbourly ties.
Moving forward, both nations must prioritise more
effective border management and establish a
robust, formal mechanism to address the con-
tentious issue of cross-border migration.

If India wishes to establish strong ties with

Bangladesh, it will have to make extraordinary
diplomatic efforts to keep Bangladesh within its
sphere ofinfluence. For instance, the 1996 Ganges
Water Sharing Treaty is up for renewal before it
expires in December. Dhaka has already signalled
that cordial relations will depend on extending the
pact. With China eagerly waiting to occupy any
strategic space that India might cede in the
neighbourhood, India also needs to walk the talk
and strengthen its economic, trade and investment
linkages with Bangladesh. The new government
in Bangladesh is grappling with numerous eco-
nomic challenges-from inflation and acute energy
shortages torising youth unemployment and slug-
gish FDI. India should capitalise on this moment
by offering meaningful economic support.

Addressing Bangladesh’s long-standing concern
over the sizeable trade deficit is equally critical. To
that end, both nations should prioritise and
expedite negotiations for the proposed
Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement
(CEPA). While Beijing may currently appear to hold
the advantage in the contest for influence, India
has the advantage of geographical proximity. This
geographical edge will continue to work in New
Delhi's favour-provided its diplomatic approach
is driven by mutual benefit rather than an over-
bearing posture. This would also allow the BNP gov-
ernment to address its domestic constituency’s
anti-India sentiments while reaping the benefits
of robust ties with India.

The wiiter is a political analyst specialising
in strategic affairs
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Anunnecessary intervention

Minimum import price for PVC will increase costs

The Directorate General of Foreign Trade recently imposed a minimum import
price (MIP) of $0.766 per kg on suspension-grade polyvinyl chloride (S-PVC) resin
for six months. The move is intended to curb alleged dumping and encourage
domestic manufacturing. The objective of reducing India’s import dependence is
legitimate. But in an industry where domestic production meets barely one-third
of demand, restricting cheaper imports is unlikely to reduce import dependence.
Instead, it risks raising costs across the PVC value chain. PVC is a critical raw
material used to manufacture irrigation and water-supply pipes, electrical conduits,
cables, fittings, films and arange of medical and construction products. It is, there-
fore, an inputinsect ashousing, agric and infrastructure. India con-
sumes around 4.7 million tonnes (MT) of PVC annually but produces only about 1.7
MT, leaving nearly two-thirds of domestic demand to be met through imports. In
suchasituation, imports are not a matter of choice but of necessity.

The immediate consequence of the MIP will be to strengthen the pricing power
of domestic resin manufacturers. Industry associations report that domestic PVC
pricesrose almostimmediately after the notification. Thisshould not come asasur-
prise. Once cheaper imports are restricted, domestic producers face less competi-
tive pressureand gain room toraise prices. The burden of thisincrease will be borne
not by resin producers but by thousands of downstream manufacturers, the over-
‘whelming majority of whom are micro, small and medium enterprises. These firms
convert PVCresininto higher-value upplyto arecentral
toIndia’s development. Higher prices will inevitably feed into the cost of irrigation
equipment, drinking-water projects, housing materials, and electrical infrastruc-
ture. PVC pipes are integral to flagship schemes such as the Jal Jeevan Mission and
Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana. Raising the price of their principal raw
material means the government, effectively taxpayers, may end up paying more for
the infrastructure it seeks to build. Equally important, many of these downstream
firms are exporters. Higher input costs will erode their price competitiveness in
global markets. Although the new rule is notapplicable to export-orientated units,
itisbound to create friction and complication.

The real reasons behind India’s persistent PVC deficit need to be examined
instead. Domestic capacity has lagged demand for years not only because imports
have been cheap but also because India’s PVC manufacturing ecosystem remains
underdeveloped. PVC production depends on the availability of ethylene, the basic
petrochemical feedstock from which ethylene dichloride (EDC) and vinyl chloride
monomer (VCM) are produced. India has limited merchant ethylene availability
while the domestic production of EDC and VCM is also inadequate, forcing manu-

Making ESG disclosures meaningful

India needs to align its ESG reporting norms with globally
accepted standards to attract investments

Five years ago, in 2021, when the market regula{or

ILLUSTRATION: AJAYA MOHANTY

made business y and

reporting (BRSR) disclosures compulsory for listed
companies in India from 2022-23 onwards, it was
seenas a major step towards mandating non-finan-
cial disclosures by corporations. India was among
the pioneers in doing so. Even the European Union
made such disclosures compulsory only in 2024-25.

This was further strengthened by the intro-
duction of BRSR Core in 2023, which
prescribed third-party assessment of
key performance indicators (KPIs),
further strengthening the credibility
of the scheme.

Environmental, social and govern-
ance (ESG)-related issues are gaining
increasing importance globally. The
BRSR guidelines need to be constantly

facturerstorely heavily on imported intermediates. Delays in developing
petroleum, chemicals and petrochemical investment regions have further con-
strained access to feedstock and raised logistics costs. Clearly, the answer lies in
expandmg domesnc producnon rather Lhan restricting imports. That requires
hemical infrastructure,

ensun.ng competitive access to EDC and VCM, and accelerating capacity creation.
‘Thus, while gains from protection will be limited to a handful of large producers, it
will increase costs and affect economicactivity in a variety of sectors.
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Justice delayed
India needs comprehensive judicial reforms

The Lok Sabha this week passed the Supreme Court (Number of Judges) Amend-
ment Bill, 2026, which raises the sanctioned strength of Supreme Court judges from
331037, excluding the Chief Justice of India. The Bill could have aimed to increase
the strength further. Notably, the Centre has informed Parliament that over 10,000
cases at the Supreme Court remain pending for more than a decade. The situation
in high courts is even worse — over 80,000 cases have been unresolved for over 30
years. Thisisd: er9,800 011 onjudicial infrastructure
and digitisation. Yet, pending cases continue to rise.

The numbers show that the Supreme Court is only a small part of the overall
problem, and it accounts foronly a minuscule proportion of the country’s pending
cases. Nearly all the burden lies with high courts and subordinate courts, where
more than 50 million cases remain unresolved. High courts continue to face
around 340 judicial i ofthe1,12: d posts, while districtcourts
have more than 7,300 vacant posts among the 30,868 sanctioned posts. Delays in
appointments, shortage of court staff, inadequate infrastructure, frequent
adjournments, weak case management systems, and limited use of technology
have collectively slowed the pace of justice. Government departments also remain
the country’s largest litigants, accounting for a substantial share of pending cases
through routine appeals and prolonged disputes. Unless this litigation culture
changes and systemic bottlenecks are addressed, pendency will continue to
accumulate. The government’s recent proposal to establish fast-track courts for
paper-leak cases indicates a broader shift towards specialised courts to address
offences that demand speedy adjudication. However, experience shows that cre-
ating courts alone cannot ensure timely justice. As of April 30,2026, 775 fast-track
special courts (FTSCs), including 398 exclusive Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) and e-POCSO courts, were functional in 29 states/Union Terri-
tories, yet pending cases increased from 204,000 in 2024 to 246,000 in 2025, as
annual disposals declined. This suggests that creating specialised courts without
addressing systemic constraints merely shifts the backlog.

Judicial reforms, therefore, need immediate policy attention. Filling vacancies
througha predictable, time-bound appointment process must become the highest
priority. Itis critical to strengthen the subordinate judiciary, where citizens experi-
encethejustice systemtothe highest degree. Investment in trained court managers,
stenographers digital record management and modern courtroom infrastructure

i 1tly improve productivity. Better case-flow strictlimits
on unnecessary adjournments, and wider adoption of technology under the e-
Courts Phase ITT can reduce p 1 delays. Digital filing, virtual
hearings, and transparent case listing can make courts more efficient without com-
promisingdue process. Also, there is a need for stronger mechanismsto filter cases
before they enter the formal court system. Pre-litigation mediation for suitable civil
disputes with clear mandates and effective administrative grievance-redress mech-
anisms can reduce pressure on regular courts while ensuring quicker dispute res-
olution. A well-functioning justice system will not only improve the ease of living,
but also provide a big boost to the ease of doing business by ensuring the smooth
enforcement of contracts.

in line with global develop-
ments, thereby maintaining their rel-
evance for stakeholders. This column
examines this issue and makes some
suggestions for the consideration of the govern-
mentand the regulator
The BRSR

todisclose information under iescover-
ingvarious aspects under ESG. As of now, the repor-
ting templates are sector-agnostic. They need to
graduate to sector-specific templates. Surely, the
templates for a thermal power plant can’t be similar
to that of an IT industry. While the existing guide-
lines allow companies to report “not applicable”
under columns that are not relevant to them, the
disclosures can result in either information over~
load or a of relevant,

information. The regulator could use the N a(mnal
Industrial Classification to categorise different sec-
tors while prescribing sector-specific templates.

AJAY TYAGI

listed

The disclosu re regime helps stakeholders to
peratingin th It
would be more useful if disclosures under various
parameters could also be compared with bench-
marks, prescribed by the government/regulators for
different activities. In the absence of benchmark-
ing, itis not possible to judge the absolute perform-
ance of acompany.
The government has various international
commitments and domestic aspir-
of

tative and qualitative targets could be fixed for DEI
(diversity, equity and inclusiveness), safety and
labour code implementation. Under governance, in
regulated sectors, regulators could prescribe link-
ing executives’ variable remuneration to ESG-
related KPIs. Stakeholders could then assess the
performance of the concerned companies against
such benchmarks.

The BRSR coverage needs to go beyond the top
1,000 listed firms. While categorisation based on
market capitalisation is an easy criterion to pre-
scribe, it may not achieve the desired purpose. For
instance, some of the most GHG-emitting indus-
tries could be outside the cohort of the top 1,000
listed companies. Also, many large companies
whose ESG disclosures would be highly relevant
prefer to remain unlisted.

Thus, the criteria need to be relooked, and the
coverage expanded. Right now, the companies’
boards don’t have an exclusive committee to deal
with ESG-related matters; the subject is typically
handled by either the CSR committee or risk man-
agement committee. A separate board committee
for ESG in materially significant companies needs
to be prescribed by the regulator.

Theinclusion of micro, small and mediumenter-
prises under BRSR, including those that are value-
chain partners of the covered entities, would need
to follow a more gradual approach. They would
need capacity building and hand-holding. To begin
with, they could be covered under a lighter version
ofthe regulations, say, BRSR-Lite.

While there are no universally accepted stan-
dards for ESG disclosures, for the reasons
explained below, we need to gradually align our
BRSR regime with international standards

ations under different
ESG. It needs to figure out the con-
tributions it expects from corpor-
ations towards meeting those
commitments and aspirations.

For instance, under the environ-
mental component of ESG, the govern-
ment has committed to reducing the
emission intensity of gross domestic
productby 45 percentby 2030 from 2005
levels and achieving net-zero green-
house gas (GHG) emissions by 2070.

Naturally, these milestones cannot be achieved
unless the targets are disaggregated across differ-
ent activities and sectors, and progress is moni-
tored. What does the government expect from
corporations? Some sectoral GHG emission targets
have recently been fixed for hard-to-abate sectors
under the Carbon Credit Trading Scheme (CCTS).
Companies in the covered sectors should be asked
to clearly disclose their performance vis-a-vis
those targets.

In fact, such targets should be fixed and perform-
ance monitored for more sectors. Going forward,
specific targets should also be fixed for other par-
ameters, such as water-use intensity and the pro-
portion of renewables in total energy consumption.

Similarly, under the social component, quanti-

in ped countries.
Thereisageneral consensus among consullancy

isations, industry groups and
in the foreseeable future we would need a subs[an-
tial proportion of foreign funding to timely meet our
sustainable growth goals. Many foreign pension
funds, sovereign wealth funds, and other long-term
investing funds have mandates from their investors
to investa proportionof these funds only in sustain-
able development projects. For them to invest in
India, they would expect Indian companies to
follow those standards that are applicable in their

own jurisdictions.

Over the past few years, the sustainability repor-
ting standards developed by the International Sus-
tainability Standards Board, a body under the
international financial reporting standards, have
been largely accepted globally, and more and more
jurisdictions have moved/are moving towards
adopting them. We should, in consultation with all
stakeholders, set a roadmap to align BRSR with
these standards. If, based on our local conditions,
we need to carve out some exceptions under certain
parameters, we should have valid and convincing
arguments to satisfy international investors.

The writer, a distinguished fellow at the Observer
Research Foundation, is a former chairman of Sebi

Digital Neet: Secure, but is

it fair?

As the debate over the National cum

Entrance Test (Neet) continues, the government’s
decision toshift theundergraduate medical entrance
examination to a computer-based format from 2027,
replacing the current pen-and-paper mode, marks a
significant reform.

The move seeks to strengthen security, enhance
transparency, and restore public confidence in the
wake of the paper leak These are meortant because
a
being secure and credible, and has tobe trus(ed by
those whose future depends onit.

Each year, millions of students com-
pete for a limited number of medical
seats through Neet, the most for any
competitive exam, making its credibility
critical to the country’s education
system. This year, over 2.2 million candi-
datestookthetest.

Thetransition from pen-and-paperto
computer-based testing changes the
nature of preparation itself. Familiarity
with navigating digital interfaces,
reviewing questions on screen, manag-

DIBYASREE GANGULY

ion, the more fi al question is
whetherevery candidate has had an equal opportun-
ity to prepare for a digital test.
Evidence from the recent NCAER-Quantum Hub
report based on the India Human Development
Survey (IHDS-III, 2022-24) (Garlguly e[ al., 2026)

compared
affluent and urban counterparts.
Competitive examinations are meant to identify
the most capable candldates not those with greater
access to -based i
mm)duces a new prerequxsue for demonstrating

irrelatively

showsalargegapin across the
urban-rural divide. Only 4.7 per cent of rural house-

merit: F: ‘with a digital interface. Students,
familiar with computers, are likely to navigate the
ination interface with greater speed, ease, and

than equally capable students with

holds own a desktop or laptop, c
with 14.9 per cent of urban The digital
divide is equally stark across ic groups, with  limited expo: tothe d

computer or laptop ownership at just 1.2 per cent
among the poorest households and 23.1
per cent among the richest. For some
students, computer-based mock tests at
home will be part of their daily routine;
for many others, however, computers
will remain beyond reach.
Owning a computer or laptop is only

Every technological reform carries transition

Costs, and those costs are rarely distributed equally.
investments in digital

therefore gohand in hand with the transition to com-

puter-based testing. Expanding computer labora-

tories in government schools, prowdmg Eree
based mock ination:
district-level ~ digital practice centres, and

partofthe problem. Digital p
remainsequallyuneven. THDS-III shows
thatonly 32.4 per centof menand 19.1 per
cent of women aged 18-30 knew how to

ing time electmmca]]y, and respondmg

use a Even among younger
i toparti inan
familiarity with

confidently under develop
only through repeated exposure. These are not skills
acquired suddenly. Rather, they are built gradually
through opportunities to practice. Once th

computers remains far from universal. The country’s
digital transition has been: remarkahle butdigital pre-
has not across

ation goes digital, access to computers becomes part
of the preparation process.

The success of this transition also depends on the
readiness of the exammatmn system. Although sev-
eral major competiti Iready con-
ducted in a computer-based format, Neet will be the
largest to make ths shift and may require multiple

ir ensur-
ing comparable dxmculty levelsin question paper sets
across sessions and appropriate score normalisation
later. While these administrative and logistical chal-
lenges are critical to preserving the integrity of the

regions, gender, and socio-economic groups.
Those wif joyan unfair

literacy well before students
reach the examination halls could be some of the
steps taken to provide a level playing field. These
investments are essential to ensuring that the transi-
tion to computer-based testing remains fair, not only
for Neet, but for all high-stakes examinations adopt-
ing the format.

The based ination:
is both inevitableand desirable. But the transitionto
digital inations should be by
equal opportunities to prepare. As Neet enters rhe
digital era, itis meortan[ thatevery s(udent, reg,ardv

thedigitali building familiar-
ity, speed, and confidence at no extra cost. Students
who do not have a computer at home may still com-

less of their location or:

background, hasan equal opportunity toadapttothe

new system Computer-| l)ased testing can make the
ion Ensuring

pensate by e or incoach-
ing institutes, or using private computer centres, if
they can afford to do so. But for students from finan-
cially constrained families, it could impose an addi-
tional educational cost. They may have to travel
farther and pay for access to computers or prepare
with fewer opportunitiesto practise. They may there-

equal opportunitiesto prepa.re will makeit fairas well.
India needs both.

The writer is an associate fellow at the
NCAER-National Data Innovation Centre.
The views are personal

Searching for answers

BOOK
REVIEW

ARUSHI BHASKAR

From time to time, reports on Google
search data make the rounds in the
news cycle. What is it about the
Google Trends data that makes it so
appealing as an object of curiosity
and scrutiny? Is it the ubiquity of
Google in our everyday lives now —
the word became a verb for searching
onthe internet a long time ago, and
it’s the first reflex most of us have
when confronted with a problem big

or small. From “how to register a com-
pany in India’ to ‘weather today’,
Google is almost like a second con-
science now for at least three gener-
ations, and it’s precisely this
phenomenon that Simon Rogers, data
editor at Google, deals with in his new
book What We Ask Google.

‘The book has 10 chapters based on
the themes that they largely deal with:
From everyday tasks such as cooking
toscientific curiosity to seeking help
regarding the deeper issues of life
such as grief and love. These themes
also represent the categories under
which a major chunk of Google
searches fall, offering a glimpse into
the world in which we live together
and how it has evolved since 2004, the
year Google Trends data began. Mr
Rogers heavily relies on data from the

United States (US) and the United
Kingdom when he offers his analyses
of what he sees in his everyday work,
so the book might not offer a lot of
insights for readers who are not from
those two countries.

In the introduction, the author
goes into detail about how search data
is aggregated and emphasises that he
“could not tell you how an individual
searches even if I wanted to” Is thisa
subtle way of assuaging fears about
online privacy and how an individ-
ual’s digital behaviour is in effect a
blueprint for targeted advertising and
other sinister phenomena associated
with contemporary internet?

Mr Rogers also makes a case for the
Google Trends data as the “most
powerful dataset on earth”. The first
reason he gives is that since users are
not restricted by public performance,
as on much of social media these days,
they present a more authentic version
of how they are living their lives

o0 00 d

through what they search
for. The second reason isa
bit more technical —
“immediacy” — with the
author claiming thatitis
possible to see spikes in
search interests that have
happened within the last
five minutes at any time.

Much of the optimism in
the book (its subtitle is “A tmes-e
surprisingly hopeful picture
of humankind”) stems from
the observation that
searches for “how to help...”
have never been higher than
in the mid-2020s. Mr Rogers
writes that even though the
world “may appear to be
more polarised”, the fact
that more and more people are search-
ing for methods to help others offers.
an optimistic direction to understand
“what it means to be part of society in
the twenty-first century”. What he

Whot We

What We Ask Google:
ASurprisingly Hopeful
Picture of Humankind
by Simon Rogers
Published by Penguin
Random House UK
27pages 3999

neglects to mention is that
more individuals have access
to the internet than any
other point in history — gov-
ernments actively try to
include more people in the
digital world, an internet
connection is pretty afford-
able in many parts of the
globe, and after the pan-
ok demic, entire industries have
shifted online. Just because
one corner of the internet
offers a hopeful look at the
world cannot necessarily
mean that itis notabig
reason many countries are
seeing arise in polarisation.
This is not Mr Rogers or
Google’s headache, of
course, but to claim that the searches
for helping offer a “surprisingly hope-
ful picture” is perhaps a tad simplistic.
The book doesn’t delve enough
into how artificial intelligence (AI)

is impacting search, especially since
the top of the first page of results for
a question-based Google search now
offers users an Al-generated sum-
mary. The author merely says that
the advent of Al has brought about
longer queries, and that thereis a
“kind of cognitive offloading emerg-
ing where people are increasingly
using it to make major life deci-
sions”, which include their finances
and relationships.

From the interest in health-related
searches to people figuring out how to
adjust to a world where working from
home s a “new normal”, What We Ask
Google offers an interesting look at
how the internet has evolved post the
Covid-19 pandemic, which redefined
the internet for societies everywhere.
However, beyond this and the cool
graphics, the book offers nothing
ground-breaking for readers inter-
ested in the sociology of technology
and the internet.
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Births and deaths

Legal safeguards must not become barriers

passage of the Registration of Births and
Deaths (Amendment) Bill by Parliament is a
major step to strengthen India’s civil registra-
tion system. The legislation introduces stricter
norms for delayed registration by requiring an
order from a judicial magistrate (first class) for births or
deaths reported more than two years after the event, replac-
ing the current executive approval mechanism for such
cases. While the government’s objective of preventing
fraudulent registrationsis legiti the amendment rais-
es important questions about accessibility and inclusivity.
India has made remarkable progressin civil registration
— over 99% of the births and deaths are eventually record-
ed. The larger challenge today is not registration itself but
ensuring that these events are reported within the pre-
scribed 21-day period. Facilitating timely reporting, improv-
ingpubli d enforcing existing provisions may
therefore deserve greater policy attention than creating
additional procedural hurdles. The government argues that
Jjudicial scrutiny will curb registration malpractices, partic-
ularly after birth certificates became the primary proof of
identity for several public services under the 2023 amend-
ments. However, the rationale for selecting the two-year
threshold has not been clearly explained with empirical evi-
dence. Moreover, delayed registrations often arise from gen-
uine circumstances, including births in remote regions,
migration and lack of awareness. The new law could
increase costs as well as delays for the affected families.
Notably, the Bill was passed by both Houses amid per-
sistent disruptions and without a comprehensive parlia-
mentary debate. A law affecting every citizen’s legal iden-
tity deserved detailed scrutiny and bipartisan engagement.
A robust civil registration system is indispensable to gov-
ernance, welfare delivery and electoral integrity. Yet its
effectiveness must be measured not only by its ability to
prevent fraud but also by its capacity to ensure that no gen-
uine citizen is denied legal recognition. Safeguards must
not become barriers to inclusion. Good governance lies in
securing both administrative integrity and people’s rights.

Drain discipline
Encroachments magnify Himachal's flood force

\VY monsoon rain may trigger flash-
floods, but the scale of destruction is often
determined by human actions. A recent
study on the devastating Mandi flashfloods

s reportedly concluded that encroach-

ments along natural drains significantly amplified the
disaster’s impact, underlining an uncomfortable truth:

OPINION
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NEET is flawed to the core

Paper leak signifies a crisis in the moral character of the system, not merely in its efficiency

b

&

KRISHNA KUMAR
FORMER DIRECTOR, NCERT

HE problem with
NEET (National Eli-
gibility cum
Entrance Test) is not
simply its tendency
toleak. A far greater issue is that
it is so crude. The lofty goal
thrust upon it does not match its
inner primitive core. NEET is
supposed to find, among mil-
lions, who might best deserve to
be admitted to a medical college.

The method of performing this
arguably difficult task is incred-
ibly naive. It consists of listing
180 questions drawn from the
three sciences, ie. physics,
chemistry and biology. These
questions are all in one format. Tt
presents four probable answers
to each question. Only one of
them is correct. The assumption
is that if you are smart, you will
spot it in a flash, mark it and
move on to the next multiple-
choice question (MCQ). That's
what the format is called.

Why this format has swamped
India is a question worth
answering. From banking to
medical colleges, just about
every field now depends on the
MCQ system to recruit candi-
dates for education and employ-
ment. Why is it such a favourite?

For one thing, MCQs are
amenable to industrial-scale
examining and preparing. The
coaching industry is now a big-
ger financial enterprise than
education, and this industry
loves MCQs. The system is also
convenient for mechanised
marking. This kind of marking
conveys objectivity. Never
mind the frequent paper leaks,
what bothers a lot of people
more is partiality, so if a
method removes that, its popu-
larity is hard to dent.
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Basically, MCQ-based tests
allow the elimination of a large
number of candidates. The
process of elimination is
mechanical and thus impartial.
This is why the process is regard-
ed as being legitimate even ifitis
not quite valid.

The distinction between legiti-
macy and validity is important.
Legitimacy refers to public per-
ception and legal propriety.
Validity, on the other hand,
refers to the intrinsic connection
of the method of the test with its
purpose. In the specific context
of NEET, nobody can argue that
a student good at solving MCQs
in physics, chemistry and biolo-
gy at a great speed has both the
potential and the aptitude to
become a good doctor.

All that NEET does is to elimi-
nate a great proportion from
among the mass of applicants.
How many among the eliminat-
ed might have the characteristics
and stamina to pursue a doctor’s
career is not anyone’s concern.

Even less of a concern is
whether  the  eliminated
belonged to the less-privileged
sections of society. Success in
NEET and other such tests is
connected in a vast majority of
the cases with coaching. The

OUTRAGE : The paper leak scandal that hit NEET was not a one-off incident. TRIBUNE PHOTO

No matter how
advancedis the
technology used for
conducting NEET,
itsinner crude
character will remain
unaddressed.

expenditure incurred by candi-
dates and their parents on
coaching is substantial. Alot of
students just can’t afford
coaching of any kind, let alone
at one of the more reputed cen-
tres which spend enormous
amounts of money on advertis-
ing their success rates, their
coaches and the facilities avail-
able for a long stay. These
ultra-commercialised services
have made schools and their
teachers irrelevant.

The paper leak scandal that hit
NEET was not a one-off inci-
dent. In fact, it has been so com-
mon that people suspect it even

ENOUGH IS ENOUGH
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ifan exam passes without aleak.
Leakage of question papers
does kill an exam; it also vitiates
the social ethos in which young
people live and struggle to suc-
ceed in an exam. Leakage of
question papers is not new, nor
is it the only form of cheating
that the exam system in India
has had to deal with. Long
before paper leaks had become a
dominant form of cheating, sto-
ries of success through unfair
means were part of the popular
lore of modern education.

Bringing any material that
might help in solving questions
was prohibited, but the practice
was common enough to draw the
attention of  Rabindranath
Tagore. In a bemused reference,
the poet compared such students
with Hanuman, who carried a
whole mountain instead of just
the particular herb that would
save Lakshman’s life.

In the post-Independence, pre-
digital era, several otherkinds of
exam scandals arose. One was
the “sale” of exam centres where
candidates could comfortably
copy answers from authentic
sources like a textbook, or its
“key”, which was published in a
convenient question-answer for-
mat. Some auctioned exam cen-

tres also provided live helpers
who wrote the correct answers
on a blackboard. Yet others
offered the facility of proxy
examinees whose knowledge
was apparently greater than that
of the nervous candidates.

There is, however, an axiomat-
ic difference between cheating
and paper leaks. The latter rep-
resents not just a systemic fail-
ure, but a breakdown of its
assumed ethical structure. Hear-
ing about a paper leak, a candi-
date must feel helpless — in the
face of impending violation of
his or her right to justice.

‘When paper leaks become rou-
tine, the suspicion is that the
paper one is attempting was
already known to some entrants
and that they will get the advan-
tage of their prior access.

This year, NEET was cancelled
(and later re-conducted) because
it was impossible to hide the
leak. Last year, a dexterous legal
exercise averted cancellation,
but the limited re-examination
left serious doubts about the
scale of the leakage.

The suicides that followed this
year’s cancellation need not
surprise us: they tell us how
shocked the idealistic mind of
18-year-olds can be. The fact
that the NEET paper leak res-
onated with so many young peo-
ple who had nodirect interest in
the test underlines the point
that leakage signifies a crisis in
the moral character of the sys-
tem, not merely in its efficiency
or organising capacity.

No matter how advanced is the
technology used for conducting
NEET, its inner crude character
will  remain  unaddressed.
“Cracking” of a bunch of text-
book-based questions from three
science subjects at a supersonic
speed has little to do with the
motivation to become a doctor.

Coaching outfits love the speed
aspect. They drill the young to
detect the distractors and spot
the correct answer. This perform-
ance has nothing to do with
learning or understanding, let
alone with enjoyment that edu-
cation is supposed to inculcate.

while cloudbursts cannot be prevented, the damage they
cause can certainly be reduced. The findings come even
as Himachal Pradesh continues to reel under relentless
rain. Hundreds of roads have been blocked in recent
weeks, houses have been damaged by flashfloods and
landslides, and several districts remain under weather
alerts, exposing once again the fragility of mountain
infrastructure and the vulnerability of settlements built
too close to streams, rivulets and drainage channels.

The Himalayas are among the world's youngest moun-
tain systems, inherently prone to landslides and flash-
floods. Yet, rapid urbanisation, indiscriminate hill cutting,
concretisation of slopes, narrowing of drainage channels
and construction on floodplains have steadily increased the
risks. Encroachments choke natural watercourses, forcing
raging torrents to seek new paths through homes, roads
and markets. Disaster management in hill states must
move beyond relief and compensation towards prevention.
Mapping and protecting natural drainage networks should
become a planning priority. Illegal structures obstructing
drains must be removed without political hesitation. Infra-
structure projects should undergo rigorous geological and
hydrological assessments rather than being driven by
short-term cc ial or electoral consi ion

Climate change is making extreme rainfall events
more frequent and intense. That reality cannot be wished
away. But converting every cloudburst into a catastrophe
is notinevitable. Scientific planning, strict enforcement of
land-use regulations and respect for the natural drainage
system can save lives and livelihoods. Himachal’s recur-
ring tragedies should serve as a warning that nature’s
pathways cannot be occupied without consequences.

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

TBhe Tribune.
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Currency Commission’s report
ELSEWHERE in this issue will be found a very comprehensive
summary of the main recommendations of the Royal Commis-
sion of Indian Currency and Finance, whose report has just been
published, as well as a press communique embodying the deci-
sion at which the Secretary of State in Council and the Govern-
ment of India have arrived on the basis of those recommenda-
tions. At the time when the Commission was appointed, general
dissatisfaction was expressed in India both as to its constitution
and personnel. Indian opinion had definitely asked for a Com-
mission with a majority of Indian members and with a capable
and experienced Indian as Chairman. The Commission that was
actually appointed had six Europeans on it as against four Indi-
an members, with a European Chairman. Indian opinion had
also asked that the Indian members of the Commission should
be public or business men in whom India had confidence, and
who might be expected, in any conflict with the European mem-
bers, to faithfully and courageously advocate Indian interests.
Of the four Indian members of the Commission, only one
belonged to this category. The other three had already been tried
by the test of experi d found wanting. d to support
the government also in the present case.

Where theres awill,
theresajob

Vikas THAKUR

Emperor: Downfall of an Autocrat, I came across a

character who worked in the palace and had an
intriguing job. The Ethiopian Emperor had a pet dog,
Lulu, who had a free run of the court. It was allowed to
roam among the gathering and it used to urinate on the
shoes of dignitaries, who were expected to remain still.
The guy’s sole job was to move around with a satin
cloth to wipe the shoes clean. This way of earning a
livelihood was certainly amusing.

As I thought about it, I could see many interesting
occupations all around me — for instance, in the Mani-
majra auto market, known for its jugaad. I was there to
get my car’s bumper fixed. The mechanic showed me a
broken plastic bracket, and before I could ask him for a
replacement, he called a ‘plastic welder’.

Even as I wondered about this oxymoronic term, in
came one Ali with an iron box full of burning coal and a
variety of tongs and chisels. The coals were soon red-
hot, thanks to the blowgun operated by him. He then
deftly used the heated chisel to melt the broken ends of
the plastic bracket, over which he laid a length of plas-
tic rope used in an electric grass cutter and again duly
melted it. Lo and behold, in no time the bumper was as
good as new, and that too for a pittance.

In Meerut Cantonment, a large number of youth used to
prepare for Army recruitment. On my walk, I used to see
a young man running all year round. When I asked him
whether he was unable to clear the tests, T came to know
he was a ‘pacer’. He used to run with candidates to set
their pace! For a price. He also coached them.

T also know about doctors who once used to appear in
medical entrance exams on behalf of aspirants in the
days when verification was lax. In Haridwar, I found
pandas who would charge you for eating the Shradh
offerings for your ancestors! In Panchkula, I found a
man doing monthly rounds on his rickshaw, announc-
ing that he would buy human hair shed during combing
at Rs 5,000 per kg. And there was this guy who went
around the market asking Hindu traders for donations
for his bedecked cow, which followed him everywhere.

There are pr i i and avail-
able on demand. We have people who are ready to lend
their presence and voice for any protest against the estab-
lishment. With so many innovative fields of employment
even in these times of Al-induced gloom, Trump tariffs,
the Iran war and market meltdowns, I am sure that come
what may, we Indians will manage to eke out a living!

The writer is a serving Colonel based in Panchkula

epaper.tribuneindia.com

IN Ryszard Kapuscinski’s much-acclaimed book The
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Aslong as learning is connected with earning, so long must we take the exam system seriously. —EmForster

LETTER HE EDITOR

Govt relied on Central control

Refer to ‘What went wrong at Jantar Mantar’;
law enforcement agencies used lathicharge,
tear gas and preventive detention against stu-
dents marching towards Parliament, which dra-
matically amplified public sympathy and
national anger. Initial administrative silence
regarding the deep distress and tragic student
suicides linked to exam llations fuelled

Relaxation in barriers imperative
Apropos of ‘Economic openings’; the pro-
longed blanket ban on ties and trade with Pak-
istan is akin to closing all roads and factories to
avoid accidents. The surging internal strife
notwithstanding, Pakistan, steered by the mili-
tary and fundamentalists, continues tobe incor-
rigible. However, trying a little relaxation in

i ic, trade and people-to-people barriers

1s of institutional . Rather

than initiating an early dialogue, the govern-

ment relied on centralised control and defen-

sive postures, allowing localised anger to morph
into a unified national movement.

SS PAUL, NADIA, WB

GenZ's focus firm on issues

With reference to ‘Why GenZ finally rebelled’;
India’s youth is reshaping priorities and right-
fully so. Unlike earlier generations, they are less
interested in politics of nostalgia, religion, or
divisiveness. Their focus is firmly on issues that
affect their daily lives — clean exams, high
youth unemployment, declining living stan-
dards, soaring costs, limited job prospects
despite higher education, job mobility, and

isimperative. Pakistan punctures our foolproof
stringent security protocols only due to traitors
on our side and absolute zero tolerance to their
hostile actions can sustain mutual gains of a
possible thaw at Attari-Wagah and Kartarpur
LALIT BHARADWAJ, PANCHKULA

Education, a long-term investment
Apropos of ‘Punjab’s universities struggle for
survival’; education and healthcare are not

but long-term i that deter-
mine anation’s progress. Chronic underfunding
weakens teaching, research, innovation and
infrastructure. Governments must provide stable
and sustained support instead of treating higher
education as a dispensable budget item. Educa-
tion deserves the highest priority in public policy

ionand

incometi ity. They are right i
attention to these urgent realities. This is not
unique to India; similar youth-led

becausef in
yieldslasti ialand ic divi Cit-
izens, too,mustj nments by theircom-

are emerging worldwide, challenging
entrenched elites reshaping the politics of the
presentand future. The older generation’s role
should be to mentor and guide.

HN RAMAKRISHNA, BENGALURU

Voters want change

Refer to ‘BJP jolted’; the loss in the Bihar and
MP bypoll is a great setback to the BJE. which
seemed to beinvincible under the leadership of
PM Modi. Prashant Kishor winning the
Bankipur bypoll in Bihar, which was regarded
as a BJP bastion, also reflects upon voters’
aspirations for possible change. The Opposi-
tion will not leave no stone unturned to cash in
on volatile issues like the GenZ agitation and
donations theft at Ayodhya. How the BJP lead-

mitment to strengthening these sectors rather
than by short-term populist promises, for they
shape the prosperity, competitiveness and inclu-
sive development of tomorrow:

K KUMAR, PANCHKULA

Failure at multiple levels

Refer to ‘WFI ex-chief Brij Bhushan, aide
cleared in wrestlers’ sexual harassment
case’; while the litigants had started to recon-
cile with the norm of justice delayed, it will be
rather now very hard to accept the denial of
Jjustice. It's the utter failure of our govern-
ment and the legislature to enact foolproof
rape laws; failure of our judiciary in allowing
manipulation at the evidence stage of rape
proceedings, with the executive being a mute

ership regains its winning shallbe
seen in the days to come, Neutralising the
impact of the recent developments that have
already hit the party’s credibility greatly will be
crucial in the UP Assembly poll

RAVI SHARMA, DHARIWAL

How long will women continue to
suffer gross injustice from their own govern-
ing dispensation? The government must feel
ashamed of the judgment and should chal-
lenge the same before a higher court.

JAGDISH CHANDER, JALANDHAR

Letters to the Editor, typed in double space, should not exceed the 200-word limit.
These should be cogently written and can be sent by e-mail to: Letters@tribunemail.com
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ore work;, less jobs

AJIT RANADE
NOTED ECONOMIST

T would be a mistake to view

the recent students’ march

only as a protest against the

mismanagement of examina-

tions. For millions of young
Indians, success in a competitive
examination is one of the few
remaining routes to a secure liveli-
hood. When the integrity of that
process is compromised, it means
another year in an already pro-
longed wait for employment. The
protests were as much about jobs as
about examinations.

Entry-level private-sector salaries
have hardly moved for a long time.
The average monthly earning of a
young male graduate fell from
about Rs 21,800 in 2011 to Rs 19,573
in 2023. A government job, by con-
trast, offers much better pay, conti-
nuity, health benefits, social status
and much greater protection
against dismissal. Between 2004
and 2023, India produced roughly
five million graduates every year,
but graduate employment
increased by only around 2.8 million
annually. Even fewer obtained
salaried jobs. Millions are either

ily eamings

unchanged ataround Rs 455 in 2024 and 2025. ani

cation reported monthly earnings
that were often better than those
available in traditional domestic
work. Yet it also revealed rigid limits
on leave, penalties, unpredictable
breaks, long working days and close
supervision through the app.
Platforms perform a useful eco-
nomic function. They reduce search

implied a continuing relationship
with one employer, a defined salary,
predictable hours and some measure
of social protection. Work in the

costs d workers,
create new services and can bring
some transparency into deeply infor-
mal labour markets. The policy
response should thus not be to
obstruct the gig economy.

Precarity is also appearing in occu-
pations that were once regarded as
secure. In IT sector, layoffs occur

Pakistan debatesits provinces

RANA BANERJI

EXSPECIAL SECRETARY, CABINET
SECRETARIAT, GOVERNMENT OF INDIA:

DDRESSING  the
Pakistan Economic
Summit in Islam-
abad on July 30,
Interior ~ Minister
Mohsin Naqvi said the present
system of governance had collapsed
and was incapable of resolving the
country’s problems. He urged all
political parties to sort out the mat-
ter, including the issue of creating
more administrative units quickly,
as it was the only way to bring facili-
ties closer to citizens. A new leader-
ship was needed, Naqvi argued,

CHANGE : Creating

way to bring’

tocitizens, the Interior Minister feels. appn

cal struggle" Without naming
Naqvi, he added that someone had
Jjust "covered a 30-year journey in
three and a half years."

Sharif to find ways to either legally
delay the matter or probe discreetly
whether there was a likelihood of
dissent within higher army eche-

future may increasingly be organ- | holding that the country’s youth Nottobeleftbehind, the PPPsfor-  lons to the reign of Asim Munir.
ised through projects, assignments, | wanted justice, merit and jobs. mer Senate chairman, Mian Raza The Zardari clan seems equally
platforms and multiple short-term Aday later, Lt Gen Ahmed Sharif ~ Rabbani, observed that this propos-  perturbed. They would not like to
engagements. The gigworker, broad- | Chaudhry, Director General, Inter-  al had stirred a hornets nestanda  shed control of the Greater
ly defined, may no longerbeasmall | Services Public Relations (ISPR),  debate on the subject would extenu- ~ Karachi milch cow, which would go
or category. Flexible | held a press conference where he  ate the internal fault lines, strength- ~ to the ida Quami Move-
working  ar could the need for an adminis- ening terrorist movements in  mentoran unstable Mohajir-Pash-
become the norm for a substantial | trativereset. Buthedid qualifythat Balochistan, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa  tun coalition if the proposed bifur-
part of the workforce. any such change must be carried  and other federating units. cations come through. They could
Such flexibility can enable women | out through consti 1 means. Di: it in Pakistani media  signal to the army leadership two
with care responsibilities, older peo- This is an obvious trial balloon, as well as blogs of dissidents conditions for supporting the

ple, migrants and skilled profession-
alsto participate on termsbetter suit-
ed to their circumstances. It can

unemp]nyed orworking below their  through mduced bench periods, per-  encourage entrepreneurship. But
qualif orin the waiting room plans skill- thhout an appropriate framework,
for the elusive government job. based exits and iresigna- y for the can easi-

The Periodic Labour Force Survey  tions. At the same time, researchers  ly become insecurity for the worker.
reported an overall ur and engi with scarce Al expert- India needs two objectives simulta-
rate of 3.1%in 2025 and youth unem-  ise are receiving exceptional salaries  neously: an environment in which
ployment of 9.9%. But the "usual sta-  and stock awards. Thelabourmarket ~ the gig and platform economy can
tus" measure can classify apersonas  is becoming more unequal: extraor-  flourish, and a framework that makes

employed evenifhe orshe undertook
a mbsldlary emnomlc actmty for

dinary rewards at the frontier; but
greater insecurity in routine coding,

such work decent. Social-security
benefits must become portable

only30d
Someone helping mtermmznﬂyona
family farm, doing occasional deliv-
ery work or earning a small amount
through self-employment may be sta-
tistically employed without having a
stable livelihood.

More revealing is the wages pic-
ture. Average daily earnings of male
casual workers remained unchanged
at Rs 455 in 2025, compared with Rs
456 in 2024. Female casual earnings
rose from Rs 299 to Rs 315. The
spread of platform work must be
understood in this setting. A recent
promotional offer advertised an hour
of domestic help for Rs 29.

This was a subsidised price
charged to the customer, not the
‘wage paid to the worker. Workers
interviewed by a digital news publi-

blessed by an impatient army lead-
ership, which wants to pre-empt
any possible public discontent
reaching the streets elsewhere in
the mainland, after having faced
difficulties in containing the upris-
ing in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir.
It was worried especially in view of
the economic malaise showing no
signs of improvement.

The army may ultimately be
‘wanting to move towards a presi-
dential form of government,

abroad point towards smaller unit
bifurcations affecting the existing
provinces in the following man-
ner: Punjab would be parcelled

changes — one, control of the
Karachi province as Chief Minister
and two, a possible elevation of
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari as Prime

into five smaller units — Minister Neither of these may be
Northern, Central, Southern acceptable tothe army.

Punjabs, Potohar and The PPPwould also want to cater
Bahawalpur; Sind into to the Sindhi sentiment while
Karachi, Hyderabad, Mirpur renaming the bifurcated
Khas, Larkana and Sukkur; provinces. This may be easier for
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa into thearmy toaccommodate.

Greater Peshawar, Malakand,
Hazara and Dera Ismail Khan

The Pakistan Tehrik-e-Insaaf’s
(PTT) concerns have been focussed

testing and back and platforms. which could alsolead totheundo- and Balochistan into Quetta, on Imran Khan's incarceration,
This suggests that India must pre- 1t is in this context that India’s | ingofthe 18thamendmentonthe Makran ( present coastal rumours of his ill-health and regu-
pare for a future in which theremay  abstention from the ILO Convention | devolution of financial ar districts), Zhob and Kalat.  lar access to him by his close rela-
be plenty of work, but fewer conven-  on Decent Work in the Platform | tothe provinces. Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharifis  tives. They cannot hope that this
tional jobs. A job traditionally Economy does not bode well. The Predictably, the Pakistan Muslim  reported to have met brother Nawaz ~ upheaval could be a precursor to
International Labour Organisation's | League (Nawaz) and the People's Imran's release. Without his com-
Convention No 193 istheworldsfirst | Party of Pakistan (PPP) have not ing out, galvanising street dissent

legally binding treaty targeting app- | taken kindly to the possibility of a seems beyond their capacity.
based and digital platform work. disruption of their provincial fief- Another factor could be the pos-
The representatives of both Indian | doms, despite bemg told that the sibility of having more three-star-
workers and military may not level positions in the field to
supported the conventlon, while the | wait beyond six months to initiate appease disgruntled officers. If
government delegate abstained. The | the changes. the plan for bifurcation of
Thenolicyres - government’s choice raises concerns The PML (N)'s adviser on politi- Political parties are provinces comes through, it is not
1€ pOLiCy reSpoNSe  pecause Indials domestic gig work- | cal affairs, Rana Sanaullan, LONUCAIPAIGESArCNOt  ciear whether the corps com-
should notbeto force is expanding rapidly, yet thereis | observed, tongue in cheek, that the opento the [)()SSibih[\' of  manders would function as over-
. official reluctancetocommittobinding | system failure, which was being s E v all supremos from behind the
obstruct the a1g globalstandards. Indiacertainlyneeds | bandied so casually, was a parlia- a (llSﬂlPUOH oftheir scenes or they would adjust to
~ 7 more employment. The policy chal- | mentary democratic mechanism ‘ovincial iief what would emerge as a new,
economy. lenge is to protect workers, not jobs. bestowed by Mohd Ali Jinnah. It pl()\']]l(ldl fiefdom. untested variant of Pakistan's

Credit: The Billion Press

was "achieved as a result of politi-

many hybrid experiments.

Ceuta tests Spains migration narrative

Jjal beach, tens of thousands in a single day
and night, scores dead. With no explanations
to back them, scenes like these land in the
imagination first. And the imagination is
where a country's attitude to migration is
built. The Ceutaborder crossing undermines
one of Spain's more flattering ideas about
itself. enduring long years of fascist dic-

DENIZ TORCU
ADJUNCT PROFESSOR, IE UNIVERSITY

T is estimated that more than 50,000
migrants entered the small Spanish
enclave of Ceuta in a single day after
border security effectively collapsed.
Ceuta, a Spanish city in North Africa,
sits on Morocco's northern coast. The Span-
ish government has said almost all of the
migrants have since returned to Morocco,
and at least 57 have died. The public was left
with only footage and photographs: people
swimming and climbing on to Ceuta's Tara-

tatorship, the country has spent recent years
recasting itself as a place that embraces
migration and diversity while much of
Europe talks about walls and defence.
Thisisastory Spain tells with conviction —
a nation at the crossroads of Europe and
Africa, shaped by centuries of cultural mix-
ing. And it often puts these ideals into action.
Six months ago, it opened a route to resi-
dence for of th ds of immi-

The Ceutaborder crossing
undermines one of Spain's
more flatteringideas
aboutitself.

and than any law: Opinions of

grants living and working in the country.
But national self-image and public opinion
are more a cultural achievement than alegal
one. They run on emotions, which makes
them more vulnerable to misinformation

people are reflected in the words they use. A
day earlier, the public language of migration
was neutral. It mostly concerned integration,
work permits, the paperwork of settled lives.
The next day, images from Ceuta

showed a harder register as words like "inva-
sion’, "war’, "flood" and "control’ dominated
across public statements and social media.
For ordinary people, this means the
migrant, who could be a neighbour, a col-
league or a classmate's parent, becomes a
faceless figure, anumber crossing abeach. A
numberisharderto grieve than a person, and
language that deals in numbers can be cold.
i without mak-
ing an argument. It moves the starting point
of any conversation on the subject. The
images from Ceuta mean that the Spanish
government is forced to a position of explain-
ing itself, while punitive ideas are waved

animag

right can win because its aim is to make the
story of a welcoming Spain look foolish. In
the absence of any other information, videos
and images do a lot of that work forit.

Theleader of Spain's right-wing opposition
party, the Partido Popular (PP), haslinked the
border crossing to the Spanish government's
policy of mass regularisation introduced in
February, claiming that it created a "pull fac-
tor'". The leader of Spain's far-right Vox party
went further, branding the arrivals an "inva-
sion" of military-age men.

But the moment its vocabulary stops sound-
ing extreme, the mainstream right will have to
answermﬁ:emmarnsklmlmxgumk.
(‘— ion shifts

through as common sense. that
would have sounded ugly on Wednesd:

sounded sober by Friday. Moderate w;nces
began to appear defensive and the burden of
proof changed hands silently.

yis
aheadymtbebﬂx:kfoot.apologjsingbefmesay—
ing aword. In the wake of the Ceuta incident,
Spalnstandsmlosetheahmwmmllnsstmyd

Optics are a gift for Europe's far right and it and diver-
knows what to do with them. Despite losing  sitywithout having to first apologise for it.
an with the real the far Credit: The Conversation

YESTERDAY'S SOLUTION
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SUNSET: WEDNESDAY  19:14 HRS

ACROSS DOWN SUNBISE: THURSDAY  05:44 HRS
1 A form of football (5) 2 Protesting angrily (2.2.4) 2 8 4 3131912 6[4 ANTIB]| oy MAX MIN

SR 22
8 For each year (3.5) 3 Il feeling (3.5) 2(1]|7]|3[s|s|a]afs i
9 19c Irish dramatist 4 North American Cl 32 24

and wit (5) Sarintry (6) 5 9 61 |[sle]al1]s]7]2]3]5] newpemi 33 24
:(: ﬁf q:u(esl)ﬂ-ﬂ 5 Falter (5) 3la/2]|7|8|la]5]6]1 Amrifsar |35, |27

as! 5 i =
12T cut grass (3) : 'Ll':t;;prl;nnsl\;r; lnr; 4{2 ) 9 4 olslelalzlilalal7 Bathinda 38 26
16 Enforce compliance with (6 ! Jalandhar 35 27
 compliance With (6)| 15 gy ouniered (3) 1|7]8|ela]s]|ala]2

17 Use as a means (6) PAEE@) 2 6 1 Ludhiana 34 25
18 Slow clumsy boat (3) SO 4alo|s|8(1/6|7]|2]|3 Bhiwani 36 28
5 i = 14 Express opinion
23 Conveniently placed (5) p His 36 28
24 More than anything forthrightly (5.3) 3 4|[sl2[1]9o]7/3]8]|5]4 isar

else (5.3) 15 Loss of nerve (4.4) 7l8l3|5/al2]6l1]9 Sirsa 36 29
25 Nominal (5) 19 Edification (6) D 28 20
26 Dismisn s 20 Opera by Gounod (5) 7|5 2 CALENDAR Mori 26 17

unimportant (5.3) 21 Directorate (5) AUGUST 5, 2026, WEDNESDAY Shimla 2 17
2 ify 2 " a - -
27 Specify (5) 22 Pale sandy fawn (5) 2 9 e 1948 | Srinagar 30 19
Yesterday’s Solution W Shravan Shaka 14 Jammu 33 24
Across: | Talk turkey. 6 Pomp, 10 Mix-up, 11 Forgiving. 12 Prudence, 9 3 4 5 N Stuavan Rarvishle) 21 gl 28 15
13 Banjo, 15 Unarmed, 17 Tarish. 19 Natural, 21 Unequal, 22 Undue. - Hijari e | o |ia
24 Accolade, 27 Temperate, 28 After, 29 Easy. 30 Bear garden. W Krishna Paksha Tithi 7, up to 8:43 pm =
Down: | Tame, 2 Luxuriant, 3 Tepid, 4 Refined, 5 Earnest, 7 Onion, 8 7 6 | =snooa Yogauptos29pm Defiradun  [@0i |24
8 Pigeonhole, 9 Disburse. 14 Turn turtle, 16 Marketed. 18 Inundat- W Ashwin Nakshatra up to 9:18 pm Mussoorie 21 18
ed, 20 Leakage, 21 Unclear, 23 Dumas, 25 Lhasa, 26 Iron. MEDIUM W Moon in Aries sign —

epaper.tribuneindia.com
T — — - P~ .



06

New Delhi
‘Wednesday, 05 August 2026

Vol. CXXXXXX 183

The Statesman

Incorporating and directly descended from
the Friends of India -founded 1818

Youth Dividend

overnments often survive crises of policy. They find it
much harder to recover from crises of perception.
India’s recent student protests over examination
failures and paper leal\b may ultimately be
less for the i iate political
extracted than for the questions they raised about the
relationship between the country’s largest electoral
constituency and its most powerful government.

The resignation of the Union E
tightening of anti-paper leak proy
institutional reform were sip,ni]icanl responses. But
governments do not move with such speed metely because
protestors demand it. They do so when they sense that an issue
has begun to resonate beyond predictable political fault lines.

That does not mean a political earthquake is underway.
India’s electoral arithmetic remains firmly in the BJP's favour.
Narendra Modi continues to be the country’s most dominant
political figure, and there is little evidence that a single
movement can fundamentally alter that reality. Opinion polls
conducted in the aftermath of the protests offer interesting
snapshots of public sentiment, but they remain snapshots, not
forecasts. Polling in India has an uneven record, and no single
survey can establish the direction of long-term political change.

Yet dismissing the protests as a fleeting outburst would be
equally misplaced. The issue was never only about leaked
examination papers. Competitive examinations represent the
gateway to social mobility for millions of young Indians. When
that gateway appears compromised, faith in merit itself begins
to weaken. Inan economy where formal employment remains
scarce despite sustained growth, every cancelled examination
or tainted recruitment process carries consequences far beyond
administrative failure.

they

Feeding 1.5 billion safely

Anaveragelndianfarmer
utilizesnearlyeighttimesfewer
chemicalsperhectarethanthe
global average, and twelvetimes
lessthancounterpartsintheUS
andEurope. Theseobjective
dampamts provethat[ndm 5
linechemicali (yis
remarkablylow, showingthat
globalcharacterizationsof
wzdespread chemlcalexcess are
llyungrounded

he average human life expectancy

in India has risen to over 68 years,
asubstantial jump from the baseline
ofapproximately 32 years recorded

at independence in 1947. This critical
ad\'anwmcm hds thn dn\ en by systematic,
including

O GLOROCAN CANEER GDENCE AT COUNNREN PER 10 FOAATN sossssnsmsssssntn
s ———————
et ————

Reuo e ——————
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low-cost diagnostic treatments alongside its
noticeable contingent of oncology patients.
Comprehensive public health data confirms
that Punjab actually ranks in the lower to

d tiers of per-capitz rincidence

inputs were causing a widespread hcallh

World Health Organization (WHO) explicitly
states that sovereign nations have the
independent authority to determine their
own pesticide protocols based on local erop
cycles, weather variables,and insect patterns.
Forinstance, while non-rice-producing nations
may ban paddy-specific chemistries due to
lackoflocal utility, India must preserve inputs
critical to its staple rice security. Historically,
the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare has relied on scientific peer-review
panels ~including the Dr. Bami, Dr. Banerjee,
Dr. Mayee, Dr. R.B. Singh, and Dr. Anupam

lobal baseline. Instead, the reality

Verma C ~to rnstml or phase out
h 1

eclipsett
of Lhc data blows the false health link apar[
Ity hat Indiais successfully feeding its

comparedtoseveralother flatly

contradicting the “cancer belt” hysteria.
Patients board this train not because

healthcare infrastructure in Punjab is

non-existent, but because Bikaner's

rackec
rehef 10 low- mgomc families. l\lmbuung
lytoGreen

optimized irrigation networks, high-yielding
seeds, resilient fertilizers, and targeted crop
protection products. Driven by the Green
Revolution, the nation successfully broke
free fromthe shackles of chronic food deficits
to feed its millions, achieving sustained
selfsufficiency and anding massive

dgl’()ChleC'l]S ovcmmplmcs a complc‘(

one and a half billion people with vastly
safer, lower-residual food, and that its actual
health profile has been deeply distorted by
external actors. If the data vindicates Indian

bjec
rather than arbitrary external narratives.
Accelerate the Shiftto Green Chemistry: India
has actively phased out highly toxic legacy
f i i i ly lrectangle
labels). These high-volume inputs have been
erlaLed \mh admnced green chemistry
ddown

farming, why does i scrutiny
pcrs:sr’ Ihc zmswer hcs in the geopolitical
Residue Limits

from multiple kilograms pcr hectare to a
precise20to 100 grams per hecta

(MRLS)toconstruct non-tarifftrade barriers.
Inlcm'mona] ddvocacv nclwurk.k regularly

discase.Medi lyrecognize

momlormmu ke the European

thatcancerisa

C i Rapld Alert System for Food

heavily by lifestyle factors, widespread tobacco
use, regional dietary habits, genetics, and
I,mel aging, rather than a single

factor. \Vhen sublected to
ation, the

proc Y
Crucially, this low-input, highly productive
agricult | now positi henation

clalm 1h.n India overuses agmulluml

to double its current | exports
from a stagnant $50 billion to its true
$100-billionglobal Lmdcpmentml wuhm the

It deepens the fear that even hard work may not
opportunity. This is where the protests acquired wider political
meaning, They reflected not ideological rebellion but
aspirational anxiety. The participants were not united by a
common political programme. They were united by a belief that
msutuuons responsible for delerrmnmg their future must be

anda ble. That demand cuts
across party preferences.
For the government, this presents a challenge that cannot be
resolved through communication strategies zdoue Youth
outreach on social media may improve visibility, but credibility
depends on outcomes. Faster investigation:
examinations, timely recruitment and visible 10h ue.iuon will
matter far more than any digital campaign. The Opposition,
meanwhile, should resist the temptation to mistake public
frustration for electoral endorsement. Indian politics has
repeatedly shown that governments usually lose because they
fail to respond to accumulating discontent, not because their
opponents automatically inherit public trust.

Unless the Opposition offers convincing alternatives on
education, employment and institutional reform, transient

issipate without producing political change. India
has long celebrated its demographic dividend. That dividend
was never guaranteed. It depends on whether the country’s
insliluﬁons can convert youthful aspiration into genuine
opportunity. In the years ahead, the contest may not be over
who speaks most effectively to India’s youth, but over who
demonstrates the capacity to deliver on the promise their
ambitions demand.

Digital Mirage

he sea has always separated Africa from Europe.

“Today, however, the most dangerous crossing may

begin not in the water but on a smartphone screen.

The tragedy that unfolded off the coast of Ceuta, where
dozens of young migrants lost their lives after attempting to
swim into Spanish territory, is a grim reminder that social
media has become one of the world's most powerful migration
accelerators. The immediate instinct is to search fora
geopolitical mastermind. Was this another instance of
migration being weaponised by a hostile state? Did organised
criminal networks orchestrate the exodus? Those questions
deserve investigation, but they should not obscure a more
immediate reality.

“Tens of thousands of people acted because they believed a
digital narrative that Europe had suddenly become accessible.
That belief proved catastrophically false, For years, migration
policy has revolved around physical barriers like higher fences,
stronger patrols, surveillance drones and stricter border
controls. Yet none of these can prevent a viral video from
convincing thousands that a perilous journey offers a realistic
chance of success. Information, whether accurate or fabricated,
now travels faster than governments can respond. Border
management has therefore become inseparable from
information management.

The episode also exposes Europe’s deep political divide over
immigration. Even before rescue operations had concluded, the
humanitarian disaster had become ammunition in domestic
political battles. Governments favouring stricter immigration
mm_mls cited the incident as proof 1lul liberal policies create
istible pull factors. Others argued that misinformation,
judicial rulings taken out of context and opportunistic political
rhetoric had combmt.d to produce panic rather than policy
failure. The speed with which blame eclipsed empathy revealed
how migration has become less a question of administration
than of political identity. What should concern policy makers
even more is the changing profile of migration itself. Many of
those who entered Ceuta were not fleeing a sudden war or
natural disaster. They were young people responding toa
misplaced hope that a better future lay just across the water.

In an age dummmed by short videos and algorithm-driven

fication, aspis canbe almost

ight. Fal ations spread with y speed.
while official clarifications arrive too late to prevent irreversible
decisions. Europe will almost certainly respond with tighter
external borders, greater coordination and more robust
deterrence. Those measures may reduce future cr
they will not address the deeper challenge if digital
misinformation continues to create waves of migration before
governments even recognise they have begun. The lesson is
sobering. The next migration nay not be triggered by
conflict, famine or diplomacy alone. It may begin with a
trending hashtag, a viral livestream or a misleading post viewed
millions of times. In the digital age, the first frontier is no longer
the border. It is the screen.

g8, but

data the Foodand A
Organization (FAOSTAT) establishest}
theglobalaverage for pesticide application

and Feed (RASFF). Between mid-2024 and
'mid-2026, European border customs issued
365 distinct notifications
halting Indiun agrim[tum]

Ministry of Chemical & F¢ cm]:zerdum shows
that while the national acreage under plant
protection expands annually to bridge yield
deficits, thetotal physical volume of chemicals
consumed continues to decline. Currently,
only 40-50 per cent of India’s arable land
utilizes structured plant protection. leaving
room for sustainable infrastructure g,mwth.
Er Inputs with

T ity: Unlicensed, counterfeit

drivenby gl
mmmlogallhamxds.]nslcsd,
they stemmed from minor
technical deviations against
the EU's default analytical

operating without legitimate CIB registration
routinely exploit credit-deficient smallholders
by, pushmgunaulhonzed chemical cocktails
“organic formulations” or

next years. Critics stands firmly at 2.40 kg per hectare SARATHBABU  threshold of 001 mg/kg ~ a stimulants”. A recent market analysis
frequentlyrely istorical baselines.  (kg/ha). Highly industrialized nations BALLEPALLL  pear-zerolimitequivalentto  in Karnataka examining 250 suspi
Highly toxic, first ion i uppl) crop Sl vastly  Thewriteris justlgramofactiveingredient ~ samples revealed an alarming reali
marketed in the sixties and early seventies ‘hinal input ident, per100metri fagri per cent of the audited products were illicit
~ such as endrin, lindane, and mdex atan intense 1307 kg/ha, followed Plant produce. Minor overages of  chemical cocktails, some containingup to 12
hexachlorocyclohexanes (HCH) ~ were sely by Japan at 1180 kg/ha, while Protection hylk ideinspiceblends sy i Thisinclud
systematically banned and purged fromthe ~ Western agricultural hubs like Germany ~ Associationof  ortricyclazoleinBasmatirice  unmapped entries like nitenpyram and
domestic market decades ago, leaving andtheUnited States maintain application India, are routinely amplified by  pyridaben, which are unregistered in India
exceptions like restricted DDT use strictly ~ densities of 400 kg/ha and 357 kg/ha, ICAR-National ~ Westernagricultural lobbies  and pointtocross-bordersmuggling networks.
confined to public health vector control. respectively. In sharp contrast to these Research and foreign-fundedadvocacy  Enforce Heavy Legal Penalties: The bill must
India has achieved a critical mil heavily ndia’s national Centre for groups to brand all Indian lize these el by enforci
under its global commitments, moving to  average footprint remains remarkably  Integrated Pest  produceas toxic”. Thi non-bailabl
completely replace DDT in public health  low,hoveringbetween0.29and031kg/ha.  Management  serves a clear economic 7yur prison term, and a Rs 50 lakh fine for
with safe, modernized alternatives. Modern ~ This means an average Indian farmer function. By triggering public ~ input. This loop

Indian ag,ncultu:e opemtcs on a rigorous,
data- protection
products are applied at judicious, targeted
Ic\'cl< completely dlsm'm(hng the archaic

utilizes nearly eight times fewer chemicals
per hectare than the global average, and
twelve times less than counterparts in the
US and Europe. These objective data points

that India’s bought
at lhe cost of WIdespreAd environmental
poisoning. Despite this scientific evolution,
sensationalist media and external advocacy

hat India's baseline chemical intensity
is remarkably low, showing that global

excess are mathematically ungrounded.
The ultimate exposure. of lhjs g,lohaj

de-by-side

to tarnish the country’s agrarian re i

creating non-tariff trade barriers thatexplicitly
freeze India’s export growth. The primary
vehiclefor this alarmismis the “Cancer Train”
narrative. The “myth” of this specific transit
route is not that sick passengers donot exist,
buua&cnhchxglﬂymygcmled unsclenul‘ ic

ofi
smusuu against India’s actual unmlog]cdl
standing, According to official data from the
World Health Organization’s International
Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC
GLOBOCAN), nations with the heaviest
al chemical ies report

anxiety over imported food items during
Free Trade Agreement (FTA) negotiations,
protectionist lobbies pressure governments
to enforce arbitrary screening blockades.
‘This insulates Western domestic farmers
from competing with highly affordable,
competitive Indian agricultural goods. According
to data from the Agricultural and Processed

must be locked via a mandatory National
Agrochemical Traceability Network, using
serialized, tamper-proof QR codes on all
packaging to map every container from the
factory to the field. All labels must explicitly
display the manufacturer's name, address,
email,contact numbers,and propereducational
leaflets. Scdle Prccision Biocontrol via FPOs:

Food Prodh D Authority ~ Self-s| individuals must
(APEDA), these targeted trade dlsmpnonb bewm.umumﬂ) plm:eduunl‘armer[‘roduu.r
cost the Indian economy ated $340 NGOs,

million annually in lost cargo valuation,
mandatory returns,and cancelled contracts,
directly penalizing high-value fruits, chilis,
and processed foods. To protect its international
trade potential and secure its farming
India must transition beyond

thehighest cancer ieson Earth. The

pesticide-induced d and brands
Punjab as India’s “cancer capital”.

The reality behind Train No. 14888/339,
which runs an overnight 325 km route from
Bathinda in Punjab to Bikaner in Rajasthan,
is fundamentally economic rather than
cnv1mnmennl Indian R‘ul\v(ws om.rs free
tickets forcancer
for their companions. This transforms the
train into a critical financial lifeline heading
toward the Acharya Tulsi Regional Cancer
Hospital and Research Centre in Bikaner, a
premier facility le,
subsidized nncolugy care. The train serves
as a general-transit and multi-use medical
corridor, carrying passengers seeking various

[ Viét Nam News [l

.md institutional bodies must be financially
incentivized to deploy professional “Spray
Doctor” modules. Equipped with advanced
Al-driven precision agricultural drones and
proper Personal Protective Equipment (PPE),
these spccmllzud teams will minimize

passive defence to

global average ag dardized cancer
incidence rate stands at 1969 cases per
100,000 population. Heavily industrialized
countries scale to alarming numbers: Australia
leads the world at a staggering 462.
per 100000, New Zealand records 4229,
Ireland logs 375.5, and the United States hits
3650 per ]()()00() ( see chart).

reforms at the policy md gmund
levels:

exposure, expand the use of
eco-friendly biocontrols like Trichoderma
viride, and strict i with

Enact a \‘lodermzed Pesticides

Bill: T] framework
muststep past 1Insecticides Act,
1968. The revised legislation must mandate
a strict twelve-month sunset window to
systematically review existing chemical
rq;jslrations, Because India spans diverse

Now consider Ind
same global platform. India ranks near the
bottom tier of global cancer strike rates at a
mere 104.1 cases per 100,000 population ~
nearly half the global average and less than
athird of that frequency observed in North
America and Western Europe. If Indian crop

rcquuemem; nAlunllv differ lmm Western

datory Pre-Harvest Intervals across all
chemical. bioloy or nutrient inputs. By
i {ata-backed defe

on the international stage with a rigorous
internal clean-up of our domestic supply
chains, India can protect the health of its
farmworkers while securing its position as

th India

c arecord
554 dmum mes a ical diversity

thedirect

unmatched globally ~ meaning molecule
choices must be tailored tospecific local pest
‘matrices. Uphold Scientific Sovereignty: The

$50 billion ug,ri&ullural expori stagnation
and double its global trade footprint to $100
billion within the next three years.

Rights holders should be more proactive in protecting their rights

iet Nam strives to

improve its legal framework to
protect copyright and related
rights to encourage intellectual
workand creativity among people, publishers
and nuhlq huldu\ We have established

stomeet

forcopyrightand

cummumcuuun efforts to raise people’s

the Criminal Code regarding acts of
copyrighti

related ﬂ&,hls violations. andt
Decree 341, ddted December 26, 2025,
addednew including

W ‘e have also collaborated with the Police

theserights.

of CyberSecurity and High-Tech

copyrightinfri gcmmlm(he
digi(al environment and
cyber e, «ndspmmdlhe

on these rights from eight out nine
international treaties that Viet Nam is
bound to. Most recently, in 2025, we
amended the Law on Intellectual Property,
AC opyright el

Of The

/INN

responsibility of internet service
providers in coordinating with
copyright holders to remove
infri ng dlgtd] pmduas

Individuals and

in the digital environment. particularly
on the use of arti
support the creative proces:
amended the decree that stipulates

involved in the violations are

alsosubject tostrict penalties. The Copyright
Officeis also coordinating with copyright
enforcement agencies and increasing

Letters To The Editor | editor@thestatesman.com

Credlbility

can trust, who will set the question paper
and keep quiet” as though teachers alone

Sir, Ex i
constituted by the Mom government to
suggest
tamper-proof, cleansethe rotin the National
Testing Agency (NTA), and ensure that
examinations are conducted in a free and
fair manner could commence its work, it is
surprising that V. Kamakoti, Director of IIT

[hepossibi]ilymatm:hlargemﬂeimgxhﬂﬁss
could not occur without systemic failures
and, as some critics allege, the support or
protection of powerful interests. If: b

Crime Prevention (A0S) to combat

in the digital environment, to make the
p«.m.lues more severe and deterrent.

iew their operati

AMember high-tech crime and implement

cooperation programmes to enforce
copyright in cyberspace.

Alongside theseactivities, recently,
with the efforts and determination
ot lheGovemmemmOﬂ‘ icial Dispatch
8 sent to concerned ministries and
dg artments across the country,

property enforcement have beenintensified.

and the software products they're using.
If there is any unlicenced software, they
must immediately contact the copyright
holders to purchase a licence.
We are trying to organise
programmes for businesses on copyright
issues. Our office is always ready to
cooperate and support organisations.
individuals, and businesses inimproving
their awareness and compliance with the

We are also proposing amendments to

wereto beconducted forevery citizen today,
perhaps 50 to 70 per cent of the population
would be unable to prove their citizenship.

law on these issues.

since 18 June 2026. According to the court,
“The petitioner and the detained individual
hmelaﬂed to lthll mmbhgaunn of| prmcnr.m{.,

This isbecausetl as already

and Act, 20257 Il is

stated that documents such as
bank passhooks, Aadhaar cards, PANcardﬁ.
andvoter D cards d

of the committee appears to have formed
conclusions even before the inquiry has
begun, the credibility 'v.nd purpose of [hc

Madras and a member of the
has virtually given a clean chit to the NTA.
!-unher he has chosen to place the blame
thequestion
papu's [or the leaks and malpractices that
have allegedly plagued NEET ever since its
introductionin 2017 Adding insult toinjury,
he remarked, "We need teachers whom we

Fmay be called
Yours, etc., Tharcius S. I-erndndo,
Chennai, 30 July.

Evenif I have held a voter ID card for the
past 40 years, it offers no guarantee that [
am a citizen of this country. The Calcutta
High Courthas now confirmed this position.
TheCourtobserved thatall thesedocuments
and ancestral land records donotconstitute

proofof Indian citizenship. It has

T H dismissed a habeas corpus petition filed by
CltlZenShlp an individual. The petitioner claimed to be
Sir, India is themost popul ryin  theuncleofthed 1personand alleged
theworld. However, ifacitizenship verificati thathis nephew had been wi lly detained

epaper.thestatesman.com

that while common identity documents,
such as Aadhaar cards, PAN cards, Voter [D
cards (EPIC),and driving licenses, establish
residence, identity, or voting rights, none of
them individually serves as legal proof of
citizenship. Now, suppose a person is 70
yearsofage orolderand haslost theirschool-
issued birth certificate or school leaving
certificate, would that individual lose their
Indian citizenship in the twilight years of

their life?
Yours, etc., Jang Bahadur Singh,
Jamshedpur, 30 July.
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The tale of two Kashmirs

RAJA MUNEEB

or more than seven decades,

Jammu & Kashmir and

Pakistan-occupied Jammu &

Kashmir (POJK) existed under
two different political systems.
Geography may have divided the region
in 1947, but governance has shaped
fundamentally different societies. One
has evolved through constitutional
institutions, electoral accountability
and expanding developmental
infrastructure. The other continues to
function under a structure where
ultimate authority rests not with the
people but with Pakistan’s military
establishment, leaving local institutions
with little autonomy.

The contrast is no longer confined
to constitutional documents or political
theory. Itis visible in roads and schools,
in elections and protests, in public
investment and public dissent. W

J&K h1< \\ itnessed mu]upk democratic

expansion and increasing integration

with India's constitutional framework,

POJK continues to experience recurring

protests against inflation, shurlages
political

and hga\\ handed state rgsponsc

Tl
mode]s of governance - L()llS[lllltl()l]’\]
ontrol,
locul m ux\umum versus systemic
led

governing the territory have historically
limited genuine political autonomy,
while strategic, financial and security
decisions remain heavily influenced

by Pakistan's federal government and

elected representatives provide multiple
layers through which citizens can
influence governance. While these
institutions continue to evolve and
face their own challenges, they nevertheless

military Jit cal ins
therefore operate within boundaries
defined elsewhere.

This distinction becomes important
during periods of political unrest.
Democral stems permit governments
to face criticis Siti i

represent constitutional avenues
unavailable under authoritarian systems.

Perhaps the clearest illustration of
this divergence lies in gr: S
governance. One of the defining feature:

intransport, healthcare, education and
tourism infrastructure. National highways
have been expanded, tunnels have
reduced travel times across mountainous
terrain, railway connectivity continues
tomove closer toward complete integration
with the Kashmir Valley, new bridges
have improved accessibility, airports
have bgm modernized and rural road
cxpandcd substantiall
2 |

of democratic ¢ ation i
decentra ion. Governance becomes

judicial challenges and electoral
consequences. Authoritarian systems,
by contrast, often interpret dissent as
asecurity problem rather than a political
question. The ongoing protests across
POJKillustrate precisely this difference.
Over the past several months, thousands
of residk have repeatedly mobilized
over rising electricity tariffs, wheat
shortages, ummplovmenl inflation,
inadequate public services and growing
frustration with Islamabad’s policies.
Demonstrations have spread across
multiple districts, reflecting grievances
that extend far beyond a single economic
issue. Protesters have increasingly
framed their demands not merely
around prices but around dignity.
ionand theright to d

their future.
The state’s response has exposed
the structural imbalance between
authority ¢ deployments

integration versus chronic ncgh:cl.

The story of these two regions is
therefore not merely one of territorial
dispute. It is increasingly becoming a
comp:uison between two governance
models whose outcomes are visible in
the lives of their populations.

J&K as an integral part of India
functions within India’s constitutional
framework. Citizens participate in
elections, approach independent courts,
exercise rights guaranteed under the
Constitution andulgwgc withinstitutions
ranging | from Panchayats and municipal
bodies for legislative and parliamentary

ion pnlmml i
1
|ud1udl review and democratic debate.
Governments change through ballots
rather than administrative decrees.

POJK presents a fundamentally
different constitutional reality. Although

S a legh tive assembly and
a Pl’lmE mmmer inname, the dE(L Ve
levers of authority remain concentrated
in bad st

have pmlesl leaders have
bccn dctamcd demonstrations ha\c
by force and allegatiy

ut L«essxm use of power have repeatedly
emerged. Images of police action, reports
of injuries and claims of arbitrary
arrests have reinforced the perception
among residents that peaceful political
expression remains vulnerable to
coercive suppression.

olated incidents but
manifestations of a governance structure
where maintaining administrative
control frequently takes precedence
over political ac dation. When

meaningful when citizens can influence
decisions affecting their villages, towns
and districts rather than relying
exclusively on distant capitals.
InJ&K, slrcnmhcnmﬂ of Panchayati
s, Block Development
(.()unclls and District Development
Councils has significantly expanded
local participation in governance.
Thousands of elected atives

imilarly

witnessed (.unbldLl’dblE investment

through new l'ﬂ(.dlLdl colleges, Allwﬂ@
ed district hos|
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asingly complement each other,

creating long-term opportunities for

melm ment and z.nlrcprsneurslu
'0JK

and expand |hcallhscrvm‘ Educationa
institutions have grown, tourism
infrastructure has improved and digital
connectivity has accelerated economic
integration.

Large infrastructure projects have
transformed not merely lmnspondliun
but ec i itself. Improved

now participate in planning local
infrastructure, allocati »mental

logm:o reduce isolation, attract
strengthen tourism, tate

priorities and addressing community
concerns. Funds increasingly flow
directly to grassroots institutions,
enabling local decision-making rather
than purely centralized administration.

Grassroots democracy is not simply
about elections. It creates accountability
because local representatives rem.un
directly totheirc ies.,
Roads, drinking water schemes, school
healthcare facilities and public works
increasingly become subjects of local
political debate rather than distant
bureaucratic discretion.

POJK lacks comparable grassroots
empowerment. Decision-making remains
heavily centralized, with financial
dependence upon Islamabad limiting
local autonomy. Many critical
developmental decisions ultimately
depend upon federal priorities rather
than l()Ldl democratic mandates.
Con: tisfaction
duumul.nc because institutional
mcchdmsm for meaningful local
ility remain weak.

institutions lack meaningful autonomy,
dissent naturally encounters coercion
rather than negotiation.

J&K presents a markedly difl
institutional framework. Political
disagreements certainly exist, as they
doinevery democracy, but mechanisms
exist for contestation through elections,
judicial intervention, media scrutiny
and legislative politics. Panchayat

sentatives, District Devels
ipal corporations and

Councils,

\\ hen democratic participation is
limited, frustration naturally migrates
from council halls to streets.

The divergence becomes even more
striking when development is examined.
Infrastructure s often the most visible
measure of governance. Citizens may
disagree politically, but they experience
roads, hospitals, electricity, schools
and connectivity every single day.

Across J&K, the last decade has
witnessed unprecedented investment

I
trade and generate cmploymcnl.

upon fiscal transfers from Jsldmabad
Limited industrial diversification,
constrained private investment and
recurring fiscal challenges continue
restricting long-term economic growth.
Youthunemployment remains a persistent
concern, encouraging migration while
simultaneously fuelling political
dxssaushcnon

often

polmcal dcpcndcm) chmns lacking

That distinction matters profoundly.
When citizens believe institutions can
eventually respond. they continue
participating within constitutional
frameworks. When institutions appear
permanently insulated from public
accountability, frustration increasingly
spills into confrontation.

The comparison between J&K and
POJK therefore extends beyond geopolitics.
It is fundamentally a comparison
between two political philosophies.

One emphasizes constitutional
participation, electoral legitimacy,
dccmlmluaunn and dmelopmcnml

Development thereby s political
stability by cxpandmu opportunities
lable to ordinary citizens.

‘The picture across POJK is considerably
different.

Many regions continue to struggle
with deteriorating roads, unreliable
electricity, inadequate healthcare
facilities, weak educational infrastructure
and limited industrial development.
Residents frequently complain about
prolonged power shortages despite the
hydropower potential.

ic infrastructure remains
uneven across districts, while economic
UPPQIlUﬂlUCb remain constrained b\
limited investment and centralized
decision-making.

The irony is particularly striking.
POJK possesses enormous hydroelectric
‘et many resi s continue

pacity frequently
struggle to exercise meaningful political
agency. Hence the democratic contrast
extends beyond economi
A constitutional democracy derives
legitimacy through consent. Electios
may produce governments that citizens
support or oppose, but authority
ultimately rests upon constitutional
processes accepted by the population.
Citizens retain the ability to replace
governments peacefully.
Authoritarian structures derive

Theother

by centralized authority, institutional
dependence and recurring cycles of
political unrest.

As fresh protests continue to unfold
across POJK, the contra
increasingly difficult to ignore. Onone
hlde stands a re-uon where pohuml

aly ot

through consmmmnul institutions and
expanding local governance. On the
other stands a territory where repeated
public protests hlghhgh[ persistent

legitimacy primarily
control rather than continuous democratic
accountability. Stability therefore
depends increasingly upon security
institutions rather than representative
institutions.

The recurring protests in POJK
rate this dilemma. Public

protesting over electricity tariffs and
shortages. Resource-rich regions remain
unableto fully benefit from the wealth
generated within their territory because
larger policy decisions remain concentrated
outside local control.

This contradiction has become a
recurring source of public anger as the
economic development also reveals
fundamentally different trajectories.

J&K increasingly seeks integration
with India’s broader economy through
industrial incentives, tourism expansion,
start-up initiatives, improved logisti
agricultural modernization and digital
governance. Public and private investments

dissatisfaction repeatedly resurfaces
because institutional mechanisms for
resolving grievances remain limited.
Security responses may temporarily
suppress demonstrations, but they
rarely eliminate underlying political
frustration.

J&K's democratic institutions are
not without challenges. Democracies
are inherently imperfect because they
constantly negotiate competing political
interests, ideological differences and
developmental priorities. Yet precisely
because democratic institutions permit
peaceful disagreement, they possess
greater capacity for long-term adaptation.

demands for S a hility
and equitable development.

Ultimately, the difference between
J&K and POJK is not simply who
administers the territory. It is how power
is exercised, how citizens participate,
how institutions respond to dissent and
how development reaches ordinary
people. Democracy is measured not by
constitutional vocabulary alone but by
theeveryday ability of citizens to influence
their own future. In that comparison,
the trajectories of the two regions have
grown steadily farther apart with one
moving toward deeper constitutional
participation and infrastructure-led
development while the other continues
to grapple with centralized control,
recurring public unrest and enduring
tions over political agency under a

militarized occupation.

Women could well unite Parliament and Gen-Z

SRINIVAS MADHAV

he Monsoon Session of
Parliament, setto concludeon
August 13, stands at a critical
juncture. The government faces
a defining test of its poh cal vu]l
regardil ivotal pieces of legisl
the Delimitation Bill, 2026; the
Constitution (131st Amendment) Bill,
2026; and the Union Territories Laws
(Amendment) Bill, 2026.
Brought forward to fast-track the
implementation of the women’s quota
forthe 2029 Lok Sabha elections, rather
than waiting for the distant 2034
timeline set by the Nari Shakti Vandan
Adhiniyam, 2023, these Bills are now
reportedly at risk of being dropped.
Rattled by the ongoing nationwide
youth protests and a perceived loss of

in seats for every State and Union
Territory. This optimism was meant
to turn the page on the events of
April 17, when the Constitution
amendment Bill was defeated, faili
to secure the required two-thirds
majority in the Lok Sabha.

Now, even after securing an arithmetic
advantage, the government's hesitation
inthe face of the continuing protests
isatragic miscalculation. The nationwide
Gen-Z agitation, led by the satirical
but highly effective Cockroach Janta
Party (CJP) movement, has achieved
the unimaginable: dismantling a
long-standing climate of fear in public
life. The protests, which culminated
in the resignation of Union Education
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan over
examination irregularities, proved
that Indian youth can successfully

confidence,
reluctant to move forward.

OnJuly 17, Union Minister Ramdas
Athawale confidently declared that
the NDA strengthened numbers in
Parliament, coupled with the expected
support of parties such as DMK and
NCP (Sharad Pawar), had cleared the
way for the passage of the Bills during
the current session. Even the Opposition
may support the Bills if they ensure
a proportional S0 per cent increase

Crossword | No. 293542

demand systemic Y.

But this movement is not just about
exam papers. A considerable number
of the youth who occupied the streets
were young women and girls. Crucially,
the third of the five core in

The youth are not demanding that
the government halt its progress on
women’s rights; they are demanding
the government go further. Dropping
the 33 per cent reservation Bills in
response to a movement demanding
50 per cent representation is a paradox
the government must avoid.

Furthermore, the CJP should not
stop its demands at the Cabinet level.
To achieve true systemic change, the
youth movement must look to global
precedents and extend this demand
to the judiciary as well. Mexico, for
example, achieved sweeping equality
inits executive and judicial branches
through the historic Paridad en Todo'
(Parity in Everything) policy. Remarkably,
as aresult of such progressive shifts,
women now hold the majority in the
\1cx|can Quprcmu Court (5 out of 9

P must push lor a

justice is genuinely representative.
Why is this |Eg,lb|‘l[l\€ urgency so
vital? Research

the CJP manifesto explicitly calls for
50 per cent reservation for women,
without increasing the overall strength
of Parliament, alongside a mandate
for50 per cent of all Cabinet positions
to be held by women.

that mixed-gender decision-making
teams are more rigorous and less
prone to groupthink, with group
performance peaking near a 50:50
gender balance. As the Nobel Committee
for Economic Sciences noted in 2023,

the unequal allocation of female talent

100 Years Ago

is not merely an equity failure, it is

s,
are a living testament to women in
governance. With over 14 million
women holdingelected positions (46
per cent of all local representatives),
grassroots women leaders have
transformed their communities. From
women sarpanches in Telangana
shutting down local liquor shops to
village leaders in Uttar Pradesh
promoting dowry-free marriages and
oune Y raabolishi

regressive widow
women leaders ha

ve consistently
demonstrated that empathy and

effective statecraft go hand in hand.

The journey from the panchayat to
Parliament s both proven and possible.
Union Ministers Savitri Thakur and
Raksha NLklul I\hddsc whu began

News Items
movement to actually work together.
Women'’s political empowerment offers
a rare, non-partisan opportunity for
the state and the youth movement to GOVERNMENT &

collat e. Tl the

youth do not need to fight on every
single issue. While they recently
clashed fiercely over the education
scandal, the empowerment of women
stands as a unifying cause. The
government wants to fast-track the
women's quota for 2029; the youth
aredemanding 50 per cent reservation
across Parliament, the Cabinet, and,
ideally, the judiciary.

The CJP protests marked a major
turning point in India’s democratic
discourse, forcing the state to back
down and ensuring accountability.
Having won a massive victory for
transparency in education, this youth
coalition should now direct its formidable
energy toward SECU[iﬂ‘r‘, women's

their put nance,
are living pmol lhdl lmh.l has a deep
reservoir of women leaders ready for
Parliament and beyond. If women can
successfully govern villages, they are
more than ready to govern from the
benches of the Lok Sabha and the
halls of the Supreme Court.

This moment offers a rare opportunity
for the government and the CJP

political ation by urging the
state to pass these Bills. Let all sides
rise above politics in the national
interest and enable the young women
who bravely faced down the
establishment to become equal partners
in nation-building.
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NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters in the words required. (By arrangement with The Independent, London)

Yesterday's Solution

ACROSS

1 Perhaps cursory swallowed European material (5) capital?
work for the young @ 7 Guy involved in job @

7.5 16 Van of Amazon 25 Stops short on thereisat work (7) 18 Trump's head

8 Drop of continental figure in old African theary, oddly (7) 6 Sage Derby, say, enhaloed in near
perfume (7) region before 26 Fractious Mourinho eaten by parent bliss (7)

9 Picked up grass with delivery (9) in, as fans out (12) @) 19 In more need of
garden tool-fm 19 Work to keep little 7 Mixing English in sunshine, doctor in
resigned to It! (5-2) animal outside DOWN sign a film's seaside city

11 Attraction, touring unsuitable for kids? @
spain, s relaxation (32) We're told any (12) 20 Pastries with
@ 21 Come into home singersbuildinga 10 To do with politician  excessive filling

12 Character's lost solitary maiden tree house (7) stopping as he is where toddlers go
outside after 31 leaves (7) 2 Painter's awful ear suffering too much )
days in band (7) 23 One remarkably injury (7) stress (12) 22 A certain military

13 Cheer, say, with animatedin party, 3 Hardliner wants exit 15 Gutted Estonian to group getting some
drink getting given drink terms renegotiated cheer up and act as
knocked back (3,2) @ (9) informer (9) (5)

14 Soak Britain later in
seawater, island

24 Two different a
versions of

Ruffian provides
company online

17 What monarch
wears brown in the

epaper.the:

statesman.com

THE NIZAM

INTERNAL
AFFAIRS OF
HYDERABAD

(FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT:)
LONDON, AUG.

The London newspapers give considerable
prominence to stories from India which
amount to an allegation that the Nizarn of
Hyderabad has been given an ultimatum
demanding the cessation of alleged abuses
and the setting up of an efficient system of
Government within Hyderabad.

Whitehall is at present not prepared to
make a statement, feeling that the matter is
best left to the handling of Simla. —Copyright.

WAR ACTIVITIES

LIFE SENTENCES
ASKED FOR PLOT
LEADERS

(“TIMES"SPECIALSERVICE.)
LONDON, AUG.

THE Times’ Angora correspondent states
that the trial has begun of the 49 members
of the Committee of the Union of Progress,
barely half of whom were present in
connexion with incidents arising from war
activities.

The German Chargé d'Affaires listened
interestedly while Kutchumum Talaat, one
of the accused, emphasised Enver Pasha’s
desire to continue the war at all costs. Talaat
thought Kemal was the only man capable
of saving Turkey.

The prosecutor, Nedjib Ali Bey, accused
the defendants of organising a plot for a
coup d'état and also of launching Turkey
into the war. He demanded life sentences
for sixteen of the accused, including David
Bey. im Pasha, Kutchuk and Talaat and
lesser sentences for the remaining thirty-three
accused.
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CONTRAPUNTO
. Itis a good rule in life never to apologise. The right
sort of people do not want apologies, and the wrong
sort take a mean advantage of them
i - PG WODEHOUSE

Jobs, Not Words

SC clarification on dropping cases against protesters
is timely. Authorities should focus on real issues
B y clarifying that states can withdraw or close FIRs filed against

protesters during last month’s student protests, SChas donea

service to students, police, courts, and democracy. It's been 10
days since CJP called off its protest, and while states did announce
they would withdraw cases, the fear of prosecution remained.
This was partly due to SC’s earlier permission to police, to proceed
with investigation without taking coercive action. But Monday's
clarification isacalltolet byg be, have previously
beennamed inserious crimes like rape and murder.

Considering that the protests were largely peaceful, and clashes
onandafter July 20did notlead tosignificantloss of publicproperty.
these cases would have become an unnecessary burden on police
and judiciary, and disrupted studies of thousands of students. Plus,
many cases were only about the use of unparliamentary language,
and should never have been filed. Because everything that some,
5, or even many, people find objectionable isn’t

( r illegal. Condemn such language as poor
\ ‘ ‘E taste. But our police is not language police.
G 9

Yet, police and some non-state actors have
devoted their energy to the pursuit of exactly
such cases. The hounding of a15-year-old girl
and her single mother has made headlines.
Yes, the girl spoke unpalatable words, but
surely the state has more important things
todo than going after cursing teens.

. Thesoonereveryone putseventsof July 20-
25behind them, the better. What shouldn’t be forgotten, though, are
thereasons thatled up to the protests. Quick recap: a string of exam
leaks and the shrinking job market. The protests were a reflection
of youth angst, and govt should focus on addressing it. Filing cases
to make an example of protesters is just a distraction that takes
us away from the real goal. It's well-known that India has world’s
largest Gen Z population. Until recently, we were celebrating it as
ourdemographicdividend. But growing unemployment, especially
in this cohort, can have a destabilising effect on the country.

Then there's the question of fairness in admission tests. When
opportunities are shrinking, the contenders expect merit to be the
sole criterion for getting them. But exam leaks show that’s not the
case. Merit's been bypassed. So, govt's task is cut out. It has to bring
the education system up to date, make exams foolproof, and create
a political and economic environment in which job opportunities
grow. Who said what in the heat of a protest, doesn’t matter.

Udhay, Vijay & Politics

DMK neta’s comments were typical of toxic
masculinity. TN CM responded wrong but pulled back

P 1 adras HC was correct toask TN cops to pack off Tamil Nadu
LoPUdhayanidhiStalin withstation bail. Likewise, Vijay's
govt was correct to not seek remand of the DMK neta.

Thisunusual official restraint, compared toresponses of other govts,

doesn’thowever make Udhayanidhi's double entendreany less crude

ortasteless. Critics have asked whether he was eggingon a partisan
crowd at a public meeting. That's a valid question. Udhayanidhi
may argue he said nothing wrong - he did not mention women. But
onelook at the video of that meeting shows he seta poor example of
beingan LoP, a constitutional office that demands certain behavioural
standards. Surely, we should expect at least a few of ournotable male
politicians to not display the streak of
toxic masculinity that so many Indian
men comfortably live with. That meeting,
infact, was an offline version of appalling
online trolling that many women are
bj d to. Take, for what
- women protesters at Jantar Mantar have
had to endure. Since every professional politician knows that it
takes very little to turn a group of men ata rally into a misogynist
pack, Udhayanidhi should have known better, to say the least.

Abroader point: recent years have seena cross-party proliferation
of deeply offensive sexualised commentary on women, whether they
are from a rival political party or women who have posed questions
to parties in office. The fault lies with party leadership for not
penalising offenders swiftly. What’s worse in Udhayanidhi’s case,
isthat heisthe party leader.

As for Vijay govt's first response, governing parties sending
cops to pick up opposition politicians is another alarming trend.
No party can resist the temptation of using police as an instrument
of private vengeance. Udhayanidhi’s comments were distasteful,
and deserved the loudest condemnation - politically, and in TN
assembly, not via police detention. For a moment, it looked like
Vijay was going to behave like a politician he vowed he’'d never
become. Good thing that good sense prevailed. And these small
comforts are all that politics can offer us these days.

Tariffic ideas!

Jug Suraiya

Trump trumps himself with new ways to tax the world
Second Opinion summoned toa White House briefing.
White House: I gotta whole lot of new tariffs with which
t k | tosock ittothe world.
S0: New tariffs? Youalready havea tariff for buying Russian
oil, and a tariff for generic pharmaceuticalsand...
‘WH (interrupting): You ain't seen nuthin yet. I'm gonna
slap100% tariff on traffic.
S0: A traffic tariff ? Like a congestion fee to curb ion?
'WH: Plucoshun, shlooshun. I'm gonna tariff traffic that drives on the left
of theroad. Like in that colony of mine called UK, and in your India
S80: In India we actually drive on both sides of the road, left and right, and
also in the middle when we feel like. But how could you justify tariffing traffic
ontheleft?
m Y WH: Coz it's an unfair trade practice on US automakers who
J make right-hand drives. Then I'm gonna tariff restaurant menus
N for their unfair trade practice of listin the prices of items so that
% ownexscantchargc whatever they feel like, and
givin the calorie count on items to discourage
Secondo p l n lO 11 people from eatin too much.
S

: How is discouraging people from eating

too much an unfair trade practice?

‘WH: It’s unfair to the trade practice of the $8.6bn anti-obesity drugs biz
that depends on people eatin too much an becomin obese. And then I'm gonna
tariff homework for schoolkidsas an unfair trade practice.

S0: How's school homework an unfair trade practice?

‘WH: Coz it's based on forced labour. Forced child labour! Tariffin’s way
more fun than tweetin in CAPITAL LETTERS, or bombin the hell out of Iran,
or being pals with Jeffrey, whom I never ever met in my whole life despite
what folks say.

80: Youreally are a tariffic guy. And Bollywood's done a songabout you.

Playback singer: Tariff karun main uskijisne tujhe banaya...

Bankipur Matters For India

Kishor’s win is significant not only for Biharis, but for all Indians exhausted by established
parties’ venal & divisive politics. Political startups like Jan Suraaj say voters without shared
identity can share one expectation: that the state must fulfil its basic responsibilities

Uday Chandra

With his victory in Bankipur, a well-
known election strategist has finally
won an election in his own name.
But this Prashant Kishor win is much
more than that. It gives Jan Suraaj its

43 — | first MLA after the party failed to
win a single seat in last year’s state election. More
importantly, this happened in a Patna seat regarded
as a BJP fortress for three decades. And RJD was
reduced to a distant third place. In one fell swoop,
PK has shaken both the poles around which Bihar
politics has revolved for a generation.

Admittedly, an urban bypoll cannot tell us
how rural Bihar will vote. Bankipur stands out as
an unusually educated, middle-class, and upper-
caste oasis, in a poor rural state that's heavily
ﬁSSulEd along caste lines. Its turnout of under
s was lower than what's usual in Bihar. Kishor
b\ ought money, organisation. and intense media
scrutiny to a small electoral battlefield. Bankipur
isn't Bihar, as PK's critics will say.

Yet, these qualifications, far from diminishing
this bypoll result, tell us where political change
may begin. Bankipur is home tostudents, coaching
centres, middle-class salaried households, small
traders, and migrant workers. Their caste identities
didnot disappeax

Jan Suraaj deftl;
and booth-level social arithmetic. This is what
you \vould expect of someone who's been a

it d political But PK
also uvcrlmd another set of issues on top: education,
jobs, out-migration, corruption, and the quality of
publicservicesand leadership.

not ask voters to agree on a shared history, identity, or
ideology before they can act together. Instead, it urges
them to consider the proposition that the state must
fulfll its basic l‘ES])OnalblllllEs

need

apolitical startup. Their founders acquired credibility
outside conventional party hierarchies, namely, in
civil society, cinema, and political consulting. Then,
they translated their reputations, communication

worl Xd\ iew, to ds da ioning school.
and Dalit families need not dissolve their differences,
to oppose exam leaks or recruitment delays. Shared
public institutions invite us to speak a pragmatic
language, of equal citizenship.

Rather than ask voters to choose between ritual
invocations of secularism, anda;,glesslve anti-secular
postures, common mini politics b ration

around shared institutions. A govt school must
regard its students as equal citizens, regardless of
caste or religion.

Contrary s, thisisnot
It is politics in which caste no longer exhausls elther
voters' choices, or their political imagination.

In recent decades, Bihar's elections have been fought
between an NDA bloc that combined Hindutva and
women-centric welfare, and an RJD-led bloc that
spoke the language of Mandal-inspired social justice.
Smaller parties negotiated their place viaspecific caste
constituencies. Bankipur suggests a third way, rooted in
developmentaspiration, and political earnestness.

Instead of labelling this “apolitical” politics, let's
call it common minimum programme politics. It does

Ser
cannot, of course, become an excuse for silence when
marginalised groups are targeted publicly. A firm
constitutional floor is essential, so that equality is
actually experienced in everyday institutions, rather
than just preached as an abstract idea.

Kishor's breakthrough in Bankipur follows a
pattern. AAP converted an anti-corruption movement
into a bid for power in Delhi, before breaking Punjab’s
entrenched party system. Vijay's TVK emerged as
the single-largest party in Tamil Nadu on its electoral
debut. While these formations differ greatly, each is

kills, and agile or gm‘lismioninto votes.

Thisrouteis L
parties have lmrrowed channels of pnhnca] recr mtmenl
BJPrewardsi
Congressremainsburdened by its inheritanceas much
as by weak local structures. Many regional parties are
family firms relying on stable social coalitions that
predate digital politics. Crores of politically aware
voung Indians participate enthusiastically online,
and protest on the streets to express anger, but
see no plausible way to bypass a deadlocked. even
sclerotie, institutional politics.

Simmering frustrations came to a boil during
recent youlh protests over exams and jobs. Yet,
when than ory ion, demand
arises for new parties that can bridge the two, by
turning diffuse grievances into common minimum
programmes, via competent candidates. Voters
respond tonew optionson the ballot, as they exercise
their democratic choice.

Political startups undoubtedly bearrisks. They
can become personality cults, consultant-run
machines, or hollow brands lacking inner-| party
demouacv Wmmng an urhan bypoll is easier
than ionacross Bihar's
villages. PK's chalJengL now is to foster a new
generation of local netas, who do not merely
amplify its founder: Bankipur matters not only
for Biharis, but for all Indians exhausted by a
surfeit of venaland divisive politics.

After the Emergency, Indian democracy renewed
itself through a profusion of parties, and movements
built on new social coalitions. A comparable phase of
experimentation may be emerging now. This may not
mean politics without BJP or Congress. It means life
beyond their duopoly, plus beyond the assumptions
underiymg inherited caste and religious blocs.
ense of what i

anda

Bankipur
inspiring politi uring
voters that new alternatives need not mean wasted
votes, Established parties have their work cut out
now. Democratic renewal rests on a thousand flowers
blooming, even if only some survive.

Thewriterisa political analyst

Why India Will Never Be Football’s Next Cape Verde

It's not lack of infra or history that holds the sport back here. It's the lack of soul.
We would rather wear a Real Madrid jersey than kick a ball on the streets

J Suresh

Former Indian football captain
1 Bhaichung Bhutia has raised pertinent
questions regarding an upcoming
glamourous friendly match between
Indiaand Brazil. There'sno doubt that
thematchwilldrawalotof excitement.

But will it really help football in India?

Abigquestion that emerged from the just-concluded
Fifa World Cup is if Cape Verde, a tiny island nation
with a population smaller than a single Mumbai
neighbourhood, can go toe-to-toe with three-time
world champions Argentina, why can’t India, a nation
of L4bn, do the same. The customary excuses are
always lined up on cue: dry corporate funding, lagk
of govt ﬁupport anrl scarce infra. But this

explosion happened in lockstep with a rising mass
consciousness, ignited fully by the legendary 1983
‘World Cup victory.

® Hockey, a matter of national pride | Unlike
cricket’s elite origins, hockey grew from British
military barracks and cantonments. It was rapidly
adopted because it served as a flawless canvas for
the specific physical vocabulary - artistry, wrist-work,
and clever deception - that Indian athletes naturally
possessed. By perfecting the unique ‘Indian Dribble’,
players used delicate body swerves to bypass physical
European tactics with pure finesse.

This high-risk, high-reward style
gave a colonially oppressed nation its
first taste of absolute global dominance.
!.nrha s historic run of six consecutive

medals (1928

for thedi: 1
Infra does not create a sporting culture; a sporting
culture demands and eventually builds its own infra.
To understand why India wins where it wins, we must
untangle how our shared history, social structures, and

the sport to a matter of fierce national
identity, turning legends like Major
Dhyan Chand into folklore.

® Football, popular without deep
roots | Football'sevolution in India can

cultural psychology dictated which sports cap!
the masses and which remained on the sidelines,

® Cricket, from elitism to democratisation
Post-Independence, India's educated class sought an
aspirational lifestyle to cement their social status,
and cricket became the ultimate conduit. Turbocharged
by the glamorous patronage of princely states like
Holkars and Scindias, the sport flourished in elite
urban clubs and British Presidencies. Well into 1970s,
the national team remained heavily dominated by
theseaffluent hubs in south and west India.

Cricket's true genius, however, lay in its radical
democratisation. Asmiddle-class aspirations expanded,
the sport achieved escape velocity due to its incredibly
low barrier to entry. A child in a Tier-3 town needed
no manicured grass; they easily swapped bats for
wooden planks and cricket balls for rubber ones.

Tech bridged the final divide. In 1970s and 1980s,
transistors and Doordarshan television snatched
cricket out of exclusive clubs, broadcasting it directly
into lower-middle-class living rooms. This media

betraced thr phases. First,
it was introduced by the British for
military fitness, but quickly ignited
local passion. Nagendra Prasad "3
Sarbadhikari, the ‘Father of Indian
Football’, spearheaded its adoption in
Caleutta, leading to the birth of Mohun
Bagan (1889). The watershed moment
came in 1911 when a barefoot Mohun
Bagan defeated the East Yorkshire
Regiment tolift the IFA Shield.
Concurrently, the sport spread to
Kerala via Malabar Special Police,
leading to the founding of RB Ferguson
Clubin1899. In Goa, Father William Robert
Lyons introduced the game in 1883 to

see this in

era: the national team became an Asian powerhouse,
ﬁxushmg fourth at the 1956 Melbour ue Olymplcs and
consecutive Asian Gi

In the second phase, robust institutional support
fuelled iconic tournaments like the Durand Cup and
the Santosh Trophy. However, while global football
in 1970s and 1980s evolved towards high-intensity,
power-driven systems backed by sports science, Indian
football remained stuck ina time capsule.

To modernise, India launched National Football
Leaguein19 1L

corporate sides into professional

a clubs. When I-League struggled with

1 broadcasting and attendance, the

franchise-based Indian Super League

v was launched in 2013. However,

after an initial boom, viewership is

declining, and a robust national talent
pool has failed to materialise.

The core issue is not funding,
but the absence of a deeply rooted
football culture that inspires youth.
The flaws inour current ecosystemare
clear: lack of persistent international
exposure, lack of specific physical
training for the sport, and lack of an
informal, everyday playing culture
similar to the favelas of Brazil.

Plus, the1990scable TV boom created
a culture of passive spectatorship.
The urban middle class bypassed
domestic football to pledge allegiance
to European clubs. Wearing a Real
Madrid jersey became a socio-cultural
status symbol, but it never translated
~= intoa youth culture of actually kicking

= /_‘/_“ aballon the streets.

The hard truth remains: you can

foster discipline in schools, a tradition by
the Portuguese administration. By the early 20th century,
football took root in the cantonments of Bangalore and
Punjab, alongside institutional hubs in Hyderabad
and Bombay. This momentum culminated in a golden

build state-of-the-art, billi inevery
itan city, but e thesoul
of a sport. India would do well to stop agonising over
ahighly improbable Fifa World Cup qualification.
Thewriter isan adviser toa consultancy

Calvin & Hobhbes

Get off the FORGET 1T, MOE |
SWing, Twinky. | WAIT YOURTURN.

T Wame D et e

e

\TS HARD TO BE RELIGIOUS NHEN
CERTAIN PEOPLE ARE NEVE(
INCINERATED BY BOLTS OF L\GHTN\NG

Sacredspace

Champions
aren’tmade
ingvms.
Champions
aremade from
something they
have deep
inside of then;
adesire, adream. avision.
Muhammad Ali

Ghettoisation In A Multilateral World

Narayani Ganesh

Grammys this year; i hope that

‘luxuriousr

homes’ for the

oneenjoys the company of theother,

aybe ghettoisation istoostronga
M term to use with reference to the

Grammys creating a new category
for their 2027 award selection in music.
Butone really doesn’t know how else to
describe the decision of the Recording
Academy that takes a call on the kind of
awards to be given each year. Categorisation
by music genre like Jazz and folk music
isacceptable as it indicates different

be heard and loved for what it is, rather

than beingdivided by region or language.”

Curiously, mostof thelyrics inthe
Arirang albumare in English, witha
smattering of Korean. So how would one
box itas-English or Korean? Such
questions arereally irrelevant as
musicis initself auniversal
language, something one
experiencesand loves
rather than understands.
Tt

kindsof music. But new
Asian category is topigeonhole artists by
region and language, whereas music isa
universal language that connects music
lovers acrossrace, religion, ethnicity,
language, faith and geography.
Following the global success and
popularity of their new album Arirang,
the seven-member BTS, the music group
from South Korea loved by millions, has
said: “We have decided not to enter the

kind
of art, l.\kep.u.ntmg whcre

elderly, withall kinds of facilities thrown
in like swimming pools, tennis courts,
health food, and access to medical services.
Sounds great, especially if your children
liveabroad, are unlikely to return, and
you have no interest in relocating to
another country at this stage in
your life. But these housing
facilitiesare usuallyata

sharing interests and seniors get to learn
new things while the young benefit from
the seniors’ wisdom. The elderly nolonger
feellonely or isolated; they enjoy social
interaction with youngand old. And

tudent - have to fear high -
modation costs or pine for their families.
Rather than cut off a section of people
from the mainstream, elders get to enjoy

1 "

thi

any other town or city. There
islittle chance of the inmates
getting tomingle with anyone

the experience l'self counts, THE SPEAKING TREE © else other than those who' Lwe

fromh learn fi ienced
elders ina home-like atmosphere.

Welive inan inextricably
world. The

inter

notthel
Sowhy should the G1 ammys isolate or
restrictaglobally popular music group
toaspecificregion or cu.lture

n that

Conn'ast this witha new trend in senior
living insome European countri
Netherlands, \VhL[‘D inter geuuatmndl

call it Pratit; the theory
of dependent origination. Ourlives are
interwoven with all other beings, so why
attempt to segregate, categorise and

The Gr At housing Young university isolate? As Thich Nhat Hanh puts it,
thL oLhel end of the: spectrum wehave studentsare encouraged tolive with the wemustlearnto'inter-be’ instead of
elderl; free of charge oratlow etti i and
promoked by builders who promise cost. Thereisa i ifi} ayani@yahoo.com
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When sneakers, sunflower seeds
are policed, ‘rights’ become a joke

n opinion article published in

The Hill on Saturday has an all-

too-familiar ring to it. In the

article, Sam Brownback, former

US ambassador-at-large for international

religious freedom, and former NBA player

and activist Enes Kanter Freedom argue

that NBA superstar Stephen Curry’s com-

mercial partnership with Chinese sports-
‘wear company Li-Ning is a moral failing.

The article makes the so-called Xinji-

ang “forced labor” issue less a subject for

careful inquiry than a convenient stage

propin hi s favorite
drama.
Ever since Washington officially

embraced its politicized “allegations” sur-
rounding the Xinjiang “forced labor” issue
in 2020, a growing chorus of politicians,
advocacy groups and commentators have
treated normal commercial interaction
involving the Xinjiang Uygur autono-
mous region as an ethical litmus test.

settled scripture paid for directly or indi-
rectly by Washington.

Curiously, those who constantly urge
others to “follow the evidence” seldom
encourage readers to follow the footnotes.

Meanwhile, the political economy
behind the US’ Xinjiang sanctions receives
remarkably litle attention. On Friday,
another 43 Chinese companies were added
to the so-called “Uyghur Forced Labor Pre-
vention Act Entity List”] bringing the total
number of sanctioned Chinese entities to
187. Related restrictive measures take effect
on Monday.

The restrictions now extend well
beyond cotton to industries ranging from
metals and mining to electronics, agricul-
ture and food products. Even Chinese sun-
flower seeds are regarded as a “concern”
to US “national security”

These measures are commonly framed
as “human-rights” enforcement. But they
are in essence reshapers of markets. By

In the article, Br k and
write, “These are not careless accusations.
‘They are specific charges documented by
the US government and corroborated by
international investigators.”

But, documented by whom? The US
Department of Labor’s own report on the
situation in Xinjiang is a principal founda-
tion for the claims. Yet the report itself was
produced by the department’s Bureau of
International Labor Affairs. Its reference
listis rep]ete with mentions of US govern-

Chinese competitors from US
supply chains, they inevitably create
opportunities for US producers, altema
tive and an
compliance industry built around supply-
chain auditing, legal consulting and regu-
latory certification.

Commercial consequences must not be
treated as incidental as the “Entity List”
becomes longer and longer. What emer-
ges is an ecosystem in which politicians,
advomcv groups, think tanks, lobbyists,

ment and 1 bodies,
1! ide German “antl logist” Adri-
an Zenz and reports from Washington-
and Taipei-sponsored think tanks.
That does not automatically invalidate
the report. But it does complicate the con-

and “sympathetic” media out-
lets reinforce one another’s narratives,
each citing the others as confirmation of a
they have collectively con-

structed.
This echo chamber is presented as the

fident image of broad, indi ient cor-
roboration presented by Brownback and
Freedom. When the same network of
institutions quote one another to support
the same conclusion, skepticism is only
due diligence.

The same scrutiny extends to Adrian
Zenz, who has become perhaps the most
frequently cited Western “researcher” on
Xinjiang. But his institutional affiliations,
advocacy commitments and methodology
deserve far more examination than they
typically receive in media coverage. His
work is often treated less as a contribution
to a contested academic debate than as

of overwhelming “certainty”
while ing serious inati
of underlying assumptions.

JinDing

(o]

NATIONATL,

Opinion Line

Washingtons Tenewed negotiations’
tactical pause to manage expectations

Just two days after learning US econom-
ic growth slowed to 15 percent in the sec-
ond quancr down from 2.1 penxm inthe

regional escalation to undo the very US
profits those efforts are meant to capture.
Domauc politics reinforces the same

first, called offan
strike on Iran on Saturday and announced
arestart of diplomatic negotiations.

That is why Brownback and dom’s
article ultimately says less about Stephen
Curry or Li-Ning than about a political
culture increasingly inclined to convert
normal business deals into a geopolitical
battlefield. It is easier to police sneakers
than to scrutinize evidence. It is easier to
stage another morality play than to con-
front the possibility that, in the age of
strategic competition, conscience can
become just another instrument of a
Zero-sum game.

Manila’s double game puts peace at risk

he contradictory approach the
Philippines adopts in its han-
dling of maritime di

Lazaro told China’s Foreign Minister Wang
Yi that her country looks to address mari-
time di through di and

makes one wonder what exactly
Manila is hoping to achieve. The recent
remarks of Philippine Defense Secretary
Gilberto Teodoro Jr serve as the latest evi-
dence of such inconsistency.

According to reports, Teodoro Jr, who
has already been sanctioned by Beijing for
making unfounded remarks which under-
mined China’s interests and bilateral ties
between China and the Philippines, called
for Philippine officials “who side with Chi-
na” on the “West Philippine Sea issue” to
resign at a forum on July 29, ignoring the
fact that the “West Philippine Sea”is justa
term unilaterally coined by Manila to sup-
port its unlawful claims in the South China
Sea. He is attempting to foster an atmos-
phere within Philippine political circles in
which those who hold differing views on
the South China Sea issue from his faction
are expected to be silenced or penalized.

On the same day, Manila announced a
“nautical chart” of the “baselines of terri-
torial sea” of China’s Huangyan Island, a
provocation that met with a firm response
from China.

On Saturday, the China Coast Guard con-
ducted law-enforcement patrols in the ter-
ritorial sea of the island; the Chinese
People’s Liberation Army Southern Theater
Command conducted joint naval and air
exercises near the island; and China issued
aset of regulations to enhance the manag&

improve relations with China. But the lat-
est development of the situation caused by
the continued provocation by Manila, as
well as Teodoro Jr's dangerous remarks,
only raises doubt over whether the Philip-
pines is sincere about engaging in dialogue
or just obstinate in following the wrong
path of ing China’s i

. Public appetite for another
prolonged Middle East crisis remains lim-
ited, while inflation and living costs con-

‘Washington is not pursuing a single
objective — least of all peace for its own
sake. It seeks to pressure Iran without
becoming mired in another round of costly
conflict, reassure Israel without surrender-
ing strategic flexibility, contain oil prices

The scl:nano is famﬂlar a socul media tinue to rank among the foremost without appearing weak and project
ap vand concerns of the US public. Gasoline prices  strength while hmnmgthe economic conse-
areminder that lhc US military remains are one of the most visible of q of military The
“locked and loaded”. This is less a commit- US economic performance. Every rise at of renewed
ment to peace than a tactical pause driven the pump carries far greater political serves primarily as an exercise in managing
by oil prices, midterm electoral arithmetic, weight than distant lmhmry gmns i rather than si adiplo-
financial markets and the mounting eco- A pause in military matic vhile, has
nomic costs of another Middle East conflict.  allows the White House to project its own incentives to avoid mmntmlled
TheStmn of Hormuz is a barometer of strength while avoiding lhe i ion. Tehran has i
dship in the ic costs of uons with mgmnal countries while Omam-
United States. Any prolonged disruption Perhaps the most i aspect is the the Strait of
‘would reverberate through fuel prices, confusion openly expressed by Israel. Hormuz reportedly continue.
inflation, shlppmg oosLsand consumer con- According to lsraeh media, Israeli Prime Neither side wishes to appear to
Minister and senior retreat, yet neither has much to gain from

fidence. Fora
on lowering living costs, an energy shock
would be politically toxic. The sharp decline
in oil prices after Washington announced
the suspension of military action reflected
investors’ judgment that the risk of escala-
tion had eased. Markets interpreted diplo-
macy, however tentative, as preferable to
another cycle of confrontation.

The calculation extends beyond the bat-
tlefield. US Treasury Secretary Scott Bes-
sent has championed efforts to “stabilize”
the dollar, including unprecedented “coor-
dination” with Japan to support the yenin
the US interest. Those initiatives would
prove unsustainable if the Gulf conflict
sends crude prices soaring. As one of the
world’s largest energy importers, Japan
would suﬂ'er a deteriorating trade balance,

The territory of the Philippines has
been defined by a series of international
treaties, and Huangyan Island has never
been a part of it, rendering the Philippi-
nes’ claims over the island

the yen and under-
mining bmader financial campaigns. It
makes little sense to devote political and

officials learned of the suspension only aft-
erthe US i public

a new escalation that would impose enor-
mous ic and political costs.

— which looks like a smokescreen itself —
allegedly leaving Tel Aviv scrambling to
determine whether the move was genuine
or merely another negotiating tactic.

With these reports, Tel Aviv wants to indi-
cate that Washington’s priorities do not
always perfectly align with those of its clos-
est regional ally. Publicly highlighting differ-
ences can also serve Washington’s political

The strikes have been postponed, not
abandoned. Negotiations have been
announced, not concluded. Military pres-
sure remains available if di falters.
This is not simply the “art of the deal”; it is
the art of preserving options. For Washing-
ton, the pause itself may be the strategy —
buying time, calming markets and main-
mmng leverage while keeping every path,

interests by rei ing the ion that military, open.
US policy is driven by its own cz Buta i fire and long-
rather than by Israeli preferences. term stability in the Middle East cannot be

‘That further proves that the latest pause
announced by Washington is anything but
awindow for real ceasefire talks. Israel
knows it and nods to it, but pretends other-
wise. In putting on that performance Israel
shows its “thoughtfulness” to the US’ acute
needs to simultaneously manage inflation,

achieved through short-term, improvised
calculations; they require a genuine and
steadfast commitment to peace. It is ear-
nestly hoped that the US and Israel, as the
parties that initiated the conflict, will take
the lead in demonstrating that commit-
ment and bring about an early resolution

baseless under international law.

After two Philippine Navy boats con-
fronted China Coast Guard's vessels near
China’s Ren'ai Reef on July 20, Manila said
the next day that it wants to avoid similar
incidents and “reset” relations with China,
only for the Philippines to then send more
shipstointrudein the of E

financial capital to outmaneuvering mar- financial markets, alliance politics, domes- to the crisis they have engendered.
kets, while sis ly permitting a tic elections and global tability. ~ LIYANG, CHINA DAILY
What They Say

Corporate governance will be crucial benchmark

Editor’s note: Four Chinese financial regulators have jointly released a d

targeted

to improve the

ngmam'e of financial znsnn(tm The 21st Century Bzmness He'mld spolke to Donnguaa, chief economist at Merchants Union

Island on July 24.

‘Whenever China and the Philippines pre-
pareto launch dialogue, certain forces with-
in the Philippines, particularly those from

Finance and

director of the

 for Finance and Daelamau and Lou Feipeng, a researcher

at Postal Savings Bank of China, about the measures. Below are excerpts of the interviews. The views don’t necessarily represent those

of China Daily.

By 2029, China will establish a desired

the military and law such as
Teodoro Jr, deliberately stir up trouble to
derail dialogue progress. These parties har-
bor malicious intentions: rather than prior-
itizing the well-being of the Filipino people,
they act on the instructions of external for-
ces to advance personal interests.

Manila should be wary of these forces’

ment of the | Island
Nature Reserve.

Less than two weeks ago, Philippine Sec-
retary of Foreign Affairs Maria Theresa
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for financial institu-

governance

commercial purpose of related-party
dealings, significantly reducing the scope

tions. The doc fi

for y arbitrage through complex

ingandi
It underscores the importance of identify-
ing major shareholders and actual control-
lers, which is a manifestation of thorough

corporate

The document calls for stronger risk
monitoring and early-warning mecha-
rusms m corporaxe governance. Tougher

supervision. This app extends regula- for mgcﬂ)erwn.ha

tory i n i lifetime ilif

ersto the indivi who ected to have a effect on t.he

control and are accountable for institutions, ~ financial sector.

shifting the focus of supervision from mere The new framework will also prevent
i to i i with serious compliance

The framework also operationalizes the
higher-level legal principles

issues from moving freely between finan-
cial mstltununs therc-by reducing the risk

dence and market recognition.

For large financial mmluuons, the pn»
mary lies in
business ions and iary net-
works, where sheer size can make effective
oversight dxﬂicul'. Their pnonum should
top-level
governance, improving board oversight,
checks and balances, and building group-
wide look-through risk management
frameworks to prevent risks from spread-
ing across different business lines.

Smaller financial institutions should
focus on removing noncompliant share-
holders, ehmmaung hldden related-party

include

stream-
lined inmmal cont.ml systems with clear-
ly deﬁued responslbllma rather than

setoutinthedraftrevision  of mi across the sector.
to China’s bankmg supervi- In addmcn m stronger disciplinary
sionand law. It aims to nnprove
refines the law's regulatory  internal govemanoe by guiding
mandate over major share-  institutions to establish incentive and
holders and ultimats ility i that support
trollers into acti and long-term
rules for ownership identi-  strategic objectives.
fication and monitoring of Institutions with sound governance,
related-party transactions. clear allocation of responsibilities and
Regulatory oversight robust risk management will be better

App:

will ine the genuine

positioned to earn regulatory confi-

the governance
models of Ia.rgc institutions.

Institutions with stronger governance
will enjoy superior risk management and
greater capacity for sustainable, long-
term growth, while the traditional growth
model driven primarily by rapid expan-
sion will become increasingly unsustaina-
ble, reshaping the competitive landscape.
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Selcuk Unal

From Bosporus to Yangtze: Turkiye-China ties at 55

elations between the Repub-
lic of Turkiye and the People’s
Republic of China have gone
through significant phases
since the i of di i

the time. Communist Party of China
leaders such as Cai Hesen stated that
the Anatolian victory of the Turkish
people against imperialism was a

relations in 1971. Turkiye-China rela-
tions, actually, date back to centuries.
This historical bond forms the founda-
tion of our ever growing diplomatic,
economic and cultural ties.

The centu-
ries-long trade
along the Silk
Road forged a
path for cul-
tural interac-
tion between
the Turkish and Chinese peoples, lead-
ing to many cultural similarities in our
daily life rituals and traditional beliefs,
especially regarding the importance of
family and community.

Interactions between Turkish and
Chinese people increased between the
Ottoman Empire and Ming (1368-
1644) and Qing (1644-1911)

Global
Lens

that would all
oppressed nations.
Turkiye has supponed China’s terri-
torial integrity. of the

This joint perspective was under-
lined by the presidents of the two
countries. The shared commitment of
our President, H.E. Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan, and President Xi Jinping to devel-
op bilateral relations provides a strong
political foundation for our future.
between the two

diplomatic ties in 1971 marked the
beginning of a new era in the Turkiye-
China relations.

As both countries underwent pro-
cesses of opening up to the outside
world in the 1980s, the relationship
took on a more dynamic character.
Mutual contacts increased, political
ial hened. and ;

leaders, the latest being the meeting at
the Shanghai Cooperation Organiza-
tion Tlamm Summit on Aug 31, 2025,
ion of

a
this dialogue.
‘Within the context of this shared
vision, our economic relations devel-

uped in recent years. Trade volume
d 40-fold in the last two dec-

and trade relations gained new
momentum.
Our ions have further

ades, transportation projects multi-
plied and mutual investments

by the Chinese state visit to Turkiye in
April 2000 at the invitation of Turkiye.
The Joint Communique signed during
the state visit expressed both sides’
determination to expand the friend-
ship and 1 coopera-

with many Turkish and Chinese travel-
ers journeying through the Silk Road
and emperors exchanging gifts includ-
ing Ottoman rifles, Chinese porcelain
and silk.

In addition to those cultural interac-
tions, both peoples also share similari-
ties in their history. They faced external
pressures, changed power balances in
the international system and experi-
enced significant transformations
throughout the 19th and 20th centuries.

Turkish victory in the War of Inde-
pendence was hailed by many Chinese
intellectuals and political leaders of

tion, while pointing out the need for
the restoration of the ancient Silk
Road, paving the way for our early sup-
port to the Belt and Road Initiative.

Following that mutual visionary
approach, today, connectivity is
encompassing trade security, supply
chains, energy flows and digital net-
works in our ties. For this reason, Turk-
ive’s Middle Corridor Initiative and
China’s BRI provide two complementa-
ry visions. The will to align the two ini-
tiatives shows that two countries can
view Eurasian connectivity from a
shared perspective.

‘While current

ple ties, increasing frequency of flights
to 56 times per week in 2026, strength-
ens direct connections for tourism,
trade and business. Our decision, on
the occasion of the 55th anniversary, to
grant visa exemptions to Chinese citi-
zens for touristic travel and transit
starting on Jan 2, 2026, demonstrates
our strong commitment to increasing
people-to-people contacts.

Today our world is undergoing a pro-
found transformation. Turkiye and
China stand as two ancient civiliza-
tions at the heart of this transforma-
tion.

In such an atmosphere, Turkiye's
commitment to multilateralism and
strengthening its relations with China
is a natural reflection of our multi-di-
mensional foreign policy. At a time
when conflicts, instabilities and uncer-

unfortunately still do not fully reflect
the true potential of both countries, we
believe that this can be remedied by
investments, tourism and other meas-
ures that are at our disposal to have a
more fair, balanced, diversified and
mutually beneficial relationship.

In this vein, high-quality direct
investments from China into our coun-
try will create a true win-win founda-
tion for the sustainability of our
economic relations, while offering Chi-
nese ies signi
in terms of access to markets adjacent
to Turkiye.

Airlines connectivity have an impor-
tant role not only in our economic rela-
tions, but in people-to-people contacts
as well. Since tourism is the strongest
point of convergence in people-to-peo-

tainties are rising, increasing mutual
dialogue is more important than ever.

‘Turkiye-China relations should fur-
ther develop on this framework. What
needs to be done today is to translate
this political will into more concrete
projects, efficient mechanisms and
active private sector participation.

We hope that the 55th anniversary of
the establishment of Turkiye-China
diplomatic relations will present more
opportunities to transform our con-
nection through history into a vision of
partnership that is richer, more bal-
anced and more sustainable.

The author is ambassador of the Repub-
lic of Turkiye to China.

The views don't necessarily reflect those of
China Daily.

NDB building bridges, not barriers in global finance

onopolies in international

affairs rarely collapse

overnight. They tend to

erode quietly, losing their
grip as alternative choices emerge and
parallel pathways take shape.

For generations, the plumbing of
global finance was routed through a
single, heavily guarded intersection
in the West. If a sovereign nation
wanted to build a road, modernize
a power grid or stabilize a nation-
al currency, it had to navigate a
rigid labyrinth of conditionalities
and approvals managed by institu-
tions headquartered in Washing-
ton and Geneva.

But now, that map is being
redrawn. The change is not
happening through loud diplo-
matic confrontations, but
through the quiet architec-
ture of institutional choice.

Zimbabwe's recent admis-
sion to the BRICS New Devel-
opment Bank, announced by
the country’s Finance Minis-
ter Mthuli Ncube in Harare,
is a striking example of this
global realignment.

After years of struggling
with a complex economic
landscape constrained by West-
ern sanctions, limited liquidity,
and restricted access to tradi-
tional international lending mar-
kets, Zimbabwe has unlocked a
vital alternative channel for develop-
ment finance by joining the Shanghai-
based multilateral institution.

Focused squarely on infrastructure,
industrialization, and long-term eco-
nomic resilience, the NDB offers Har-
are an opportunity to pursue its
development priorities through a
broader range of financing options.

This milestone is more than a rou-
tine bureaucratic measure. It is a prac-
tical blueprint for how emerging
markets facing economic duress can
bypass traditional bottlenecks and
secure sustainable growth outside
Western-dominated corridors.

The significance of this shift
becomes clearer against the backdrop
of starkly divergent global economic
policies. In the United States and
Europe, policymakers increasingly
treat global commerce as an instru-
ment of national security, erecting
protectionist tariffs, subsidizing
domestic manufacturing through
heavy state intervention, and weapon-
izing financial networks to isolate per-
ceived adversaries. The underlying
philosophy in these traditional centers
of power is exclusion.

Smaller and vulnerable economies are
routinely expected to absorb the collat-
eral damage of these fractured trade pol-
icies, facing sudden capital outflows and
inflationary pressures driven by deci-
sions made far beyond their borders.

By contrast, the institutional
machinery in the Global South is built

Global
Lens

The center of economic
gravity is shifting, and the
future belongs to nations
that choose open
connectivity over
defensive containment.

on a foundation of inclusiveness and
connectivity. The NDB was established
not to replace the existing global
financial system, but to correct histori-
cal imbalances and bridge the wide
infrastructure gaps across the devel-
oping world. Traditional multilateral

LIMIN / CHINA DAILY

lenders often imposed stringent, polit-
ically punitive conditionalities that
compromised local sovereignty and
destabilized domestic societies.
The NDB offers a financing model
centered on tanpble infrastructure
and without

financing, and the possibility of lend-
ing in local currencies, provide a strue-
tural cushion to mitigate the risk of
sudden debt distress and shield
ic markets from rate
volatility. It is a sophisticated mecha-
nism for risk management, allowing
sovereign states to conduct trade
and development planning with
greater predictability.
Zimbabwe's decision also
reflects a broader trend across
Africa, Asia and Latin America.
Increasingly, governments are
unwilling to tie their economic
fortunes to a single, Western-
centric system that leaves
them acutely vulnerable to
unilateral policy shocks, arbi-
trary sanctions, and sudden
currency shifts.

Participation in alternative
multilateral networks enables
these states to insulate their
domestic markets from exter-
nal volatility, ensuring that

local development plans are

driven by national priorities
rather than foreign over-
sight.

Moreover, this institutional
expansion highlights the
growing maturity of South-

South cooperation. For gener-
ations, development finance
was used as a tool of geopoliti-

cal compliance, ensuring that
recipient nations toe a specific
ideological line.

The emergence of alternative cred-
it sources introduces a healthy ele-
ment of competition and choice into
the global marketplace. Sovereign
states can now shop for development
partners, negotiate terms that align
with their domestic growth targets,
and integrate more fully into regional
and global supply chains without sac-
rificing their political autonomy.

Ultimately, the widening gap
between Western economic fragmen-
tation and the institutional growth of
the Global South will dictate the con-
tours of the global order in the 21st
century.

Whlle Western pohr:ymakers persist
e silos and

political interference.

When nations locked out of conven-
tional markets gain access to these
independent credit lines, the unipolar
monopoly of Western finance natural-
ly begins to fray.

The implications of this model
extend well beyond infrastructure
development. Membership in alterna-
tive multilateral institutions offers
developing nations greater flexibility
in managing macroeconomic risks.

deploymg restrictive measures, the
rest of the world is quietly construct-
ing a parallel, resilient framework for
international cooperation.

Zimbabwe joining the NDB isa
clear reminder that when global finan-
cial institutions are weaponized for
political leverage, emerging econo-
mies will inevitably build other doors.
‘The center of economic gravity is shift-
ing, and the future belongs to nations
that choose open connectivity over

For decades, on asingle
global reserve currency and central-
ized lending hubs meant that emerg-
ing economies absorbed every shock
generated by foreign monetary
authorities. Diversified sources of

The author is a strategist and political
analyst based in Karachi, Pakistan.
The views don't necessarily reflect those of

Kang Bing

The author is former deputy
editor-in-chief of China Daily.
kangbing@chinadaily.com.cn

How to make citizens
permanent residents
n name and nature

hinese cities planning to expand in scale

should rethink their approach. Besides

creating jobs to attract newcomers, they

will also have to invest much more in
housing, education and healthcare.

A document issued by the State Council, China’s
Cabinet, earlier this year made it clear that all city
governments are obliged to provide basic public ser-
vices — including education, housing, social securi-
ty, and medical care — to all permanent residents
who have not formally registered their household
registration (hukou) in the place where they live.

In China, permanent residents traditionally
referred to people who had hukou in the place of
their birth. But thanks to millions of farmers
migrating to the cities in search of jobs in the past
decades, permanent residents can even include
those who might have their hukou elsewhere but
have been living, working and studying in a partic-
ular city. Of late, such numbers have been rising
rapidly, as millions of university graduates get jobs
in big cities where they don’t have a local hukou.

It is estimated that nearly half of the residents
in cities such as Beijing, Shanghai and Shenzhen
have their hukou elsewhere.

China had been an agricultural society for thou-
sands of years. Until 50 years ago when I was
young, about 70 percent of the country’s popula-
tion lived and worked in rural areas.

‘Today, it is the opposite. Under the household
registration system, people used to be registered
in their place of birth and relied on the local gov-
ernment there for social welfare benefits.

To make their environment more
migrant-friendly, many cities have
taken their own measures to help
migrants settle down.

That system made human mobility difficult, if not
impossible. But with the gradual elimination of the
ration system in the late 1980s, millions of farmers
left home for higher-paying jobs in the cities.

It is estimated that about 300 million former
farmers and their families now live and work in
cities other than the ones where they have their
hukou.

But despite living, working and studying in the
cities for years, they and their families remain
“farmers from outside the city”. In the absence of
local hukou, they have been denied the benefits of
many welfare projects, such as low-rent housing,
seats in public schools, urban medical insurance
and other benefits that residents with hukou take
for granted.

Transferring hukou from their hometowns to
the cities they live in now remains a difficult task.
China is promoting urbanization and many cities,
in order to grow in population size and influence,
are working hard to attract migrant workers from
other regions. However, the migrants are not
being welcomed unconditionally.

Some tier-1 cities offer hukou only to those who
are young, have at least a bachelor’s degree or hold
stable professional jobs. Smaller cities are willing
to accept those who purchase houses or run busi-
nesses in the area.

As for those who don't have a good educational
background and/or substantial money, a point-
based household registration system has been
adopted. Under this system, applicants for hukou
can keep accumulating points on the basis of dura-
tion of stay, taxes paid, investments made and pro-
fessional positions held until they have enough
points to obtain a local hukou.

For years, there have been suggestions to do
away with the hukou system. But apparently the
central authorities have decided to take a more
cautious approach. The hukou system has been in
place for a long time and a hasty withdrawal may
lead to consequences we are not prepared for.

To make their environment more migrant-
friendly, many cities have taken their own meas-
ures to help migrants settle down.

Social security and medical insurance now cover
more permanent residents, including those who
don't yet have a local hukou. Local public schools
are offering more seats to migrants’ children.

The new State Council document can be regard-
ed as a nod in this direction and requires local
governments to do more. When making future

plans, urban will have to
increase the supply of low-rent housing not only
for the disadvantaged groups with local hukou but
also for the permanent residents without hukou.

The cities may have to build more kindergar-
tens, public schools and other facilities for chil-
dren of these new residents.

According to the document, all permanent resi-
dents, with or without local hukou, should be
treated equally with regard to housing, job oppor-
tunities, poverty relief, education, social security,
medical care and access to public services.

Once all these requirements are effectively met,
hukou would become less important and perma-
nent residents would become permanent residents
both in name and nature.
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Katz out of line

ome political acts cross a line even when the

politician responsible can produce a technically

accurate explanation afterward. Defense Min-
ister Israel Katz's televised treatment of OC Central
Command Maj.-Gen. Avi Bluth was one of them.

Katz insists that he never announced Bluth’s dismissal
during Sunday night’s interview on Channel 14. Whena
panelist called for the general to be fired, Katz answered,
“No.”

He also says IDF Chief of Staff Lt.-Gen. Eyal Zamir had
recommended that Maj-Gen. Dado Bar Khalifa be the
next commander of Central Command months earlier,
that he himself had already interviewed him, and that
the appointment process was under way before the
broadcast.

That may all be factually correct, but it does not resolve
the problem. The issue was not simply whether Katz used
the word “dismiss,” or whether Bar Khalifa's candidacy
first appeared on a calendar in April, June, or July.

The issue was the format: a defense minister sitting
in a partisan television studio, publicly discussing the
replancmem of a serving general while linking that
to political ints about how the gen-
eral handles extremist settler violence.

That is why the IDF’s response was so sharp. It said
Katz's statement had not been coordinated with Zamir,
stressed that Bluth commands amid a complex reality
“with professionalism, bravery, and dedication,” and
said he should receive complete trust.

Zamir did not intend to change key commanders
during this sensitive period before elections, the IDF
said, adding that any eventual decision would be made
through the proper chain of command.

Katz's clarification came only after the backlash. As
such, its timing makes it difficult to view as anything
other than damage control. He may have had a proce-
dural case, but he made it only once the political per-
formance had produced an institutional confrontation.

And for what? Reactions from the Right suggest that
the episode did not deliver the political reward Katz may
have expected. Parts of the settler activist community
have long argued that he has failed to rein in Bluth, while
other prominent figures have defended the general and
praised his security record.

The stunt therefore pleased neither camp. What it did
instead was reduce a serious military command to anoth-
er loyalty test for the loudest voices in the room.

Bluth does not need anyone to tum him intoa symbol.
Central Command is responsible for one of Israel’s most
volatile arenas: stopping Palestinian terrorism, protect-
ing Israeli communities, confronting violence by Israelis,
enforcing the law, and preventing local incidents turning
into strategic crises. These tasks regularly pull in different
directions, and every decision is attacked by someone.

Acommander in that position is not employed to fulfill
the political wishes of a minister, a television panel, ora
pressure group. His duty is to Israel’s security, to the law,
to hissoldiers, and to the operational judgment demand-
ed by the field. That commitment must be larger than
the electoral needs of any politician.

None of this means the IDF is beyond criticism — after
the October 7 massacre, no public institution should be.
Commanders must answer for mistakes, policies musl
be ¢ and i must be
seriously. But military criticism is not the same as turning
senior command decisions into live audience-participa-
tion theater.

If Likud politicians want an urgent public argument
about the IDF, there is one waiting: who is required to
serve, who is excused, and whether the burden of nation-
al defense is shared equally. That is a debate with conse-
quences for readiness, manpower, reservist families, and
the country’s future. It is more important than collecting
applause from Channel 14 by appearing to humiliate a
serving general.

Katz should do better. More importantly, every poli-
tician should treat this episode as a warning as election
season approaches. Desperate spins do not become clev-
er because they produce a viral clip, and voters are not as
gullible as political strategists appear to believe: They can
recognize when a real institution has been used as a prop.

Israel has enough genuine problems without ministers
manufacturing new ones for a few minutes of applause.
This was an embarrassing election maneuver that went
far beyond where it should have gone. The greater con-
cern is that it may only be the beginning,

The new US-Syria-Iraq connection

* By NEVILLE TELLER

n July 8, on the sidelines of the NATO sum-
Omil in Ankara, US President Donald Trump

had a face-to-face meeting with Syrian Pres-
ident Ahmed al-Sharaa.

According to the official Syrian read-out and US
reporting, they discussed strengthening US-Syr-
ian relations, Syria’s economic recovery, and for-
eign investment. Following their meeting, Trump
announced he was removing Syria from the US list
of State Sponsors of Terrorism, a designation Syria
had borne since 1979.

Reuters reported that Trump handed Sharaa a per-
sonal letter during the meeting. The key passages
were: “I promised to remove all barriers stopping
you from rebuilding your country, and very soon
you will finally be able to do so,” and “We have US
companies ready to invest in Syria and help make
your country greater and more prosperous than
ever before.”

Speaking to the media after their meeting, Trump
praised Sharaa in unusually strong terms. He's:
“doing an unbelievable job in unifying Syria....
Syria was a mess...now it’s just come together
He's done a fantastic job.” All the indications are
that Trump has decided to adopt post-Assad Syria
as a working partner in developing a reinvigorated
Middle

One week later, Trump was entertaining Iraq’s
Prime Minister Ali al-Zaidi at the White House.

Once again the meeting was notable for its tone.
Trump repeatedly praised Zaidi and spoke of their
“tremendous chemistry.” He made it clear that he
regarded Iraq's new prime minister also as a partner
with whom Washington could build a stronger
long-term relationship.

The discussion covered expanding economic rela-
tions between the two countries, while both sides
endorsed a series of memoranda of understanding
(MoU) involving US participation in Iraq’s oil and
gas sector.

Zaidi reiterated his government’s intention of
bringing all armed groups, including Iran-backed
militias, under state control, while confirming that
the remaining US forces in Iraq are expected to
complete their withdrawal by September 30, 2026.

What was not specifically referred to by either
party-and not mentioned either following Trump’s
discussion with Sharaa - was the US-Syria-lraq plan
to revive the historic 500-mile pipeline from the
oilfields of Kirkuk in northern Iraq to the town of
Baniyas, on Syria’s Mediterranean coast - a deter-
mined effort to reduce Iran’s control of the Strait
of Hormuz.

Tom Barrack, Trump’s ambassador to Turkey and
envoy to Syria and Iraq, had been working on the
details of the agreement before Zaidi's visit.

The pipeline was completed in 1952 by Iraq’s
Petroleum Company with a capacity of around
300,000 barrels per day. Baghdad shut the pipeline
in the 1980s after Syria sided with Iran during the
Iran-Iraq war.

The pipeline will almost certainly have to be
wholly replaced - a project calculated to last up to
three years.

A glance at the map shows that reviving the
pipeline would give Iraq a strategic alternative to
exporting oil through the Strait of Hormuz. Unlike
Gulf exports, shipments through the Kirkuk-Bani-
yas pipeline would avoid the Persian Gulf altogeth-
er.

It would spare tankers the need to negotiate
the strategic Hormuz choke point on both their

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump shakes hands with Syrian President Ahmed al-Sharaa during their meeting
on the sidelines of the NATO leaders summit in Ankara last month. (Jonathan Ernst/Reuters)

outbound and return voyages. Oil reaching Syr-
ia’s Mediterranean coast via the pipeline could be
shipped directly to European markets.

ROUTING IRAQI oil this way could cut a tanker's
voyage to European refineries by roughly 3,000
nautical miles and more than a week at sea, saving
hundreds of thousands of dollars in normal ship-
ping costs while avoiding the war-risk insurance
and disruption associated with the Strait of Hor-
muz.

Although it has clearly been agreed between the
parties to keep the resurrection of the historic
pipeline low-key, Reuters and other media outlets
indicate that the project has advanced well beyond
the conceptual stage.

It is claimed that the US is officially backing resto-
ration of the 891 km. long pipeline, and that the US
expects American firms to take part in rebuilding
the line. Chevron has been widely mentioned as a
potential participant, although the company has
declined to comment publi

Other pipeline projects with outlets on S\'nas
Mediterranean coast are also under consi

formed a consortium to explore four or five oil and
gas blocks and rebuild energy infrastructure in
north-east Syria.

Finding gas is, of course, only the beginning. Syria
would ultimately need to sell it. Trump's decision
to remove Syria from the US list of State Sponsors
of Terrorism signals that Washington now regards
Sharaa's government as a legitimate partner.

That political endorsement encourages investors
who might otherwise have stayed away, and it
makes it much easier to construct pipelines, use
Mediterranean export terminals, attract invest-
ment and conclude long-term gas sales contracts
with foreign buyers.

Were Israel to follow Trump's lead in considering
Syria’s potential as a commercial partner, several
hazards would need to be overcome. One is the
strong influence that Turkey, no friend of Israel,
exercises on Sharaa.

Then there is the fact that Russia has retained a
significant military and commercial presence in
Syria. President Vladimir Putin has preserved his
strategic foothold on the eastern Mediterranean,

and could link major energy producers in the Gulf,
including Saudi Arabia and Qatar, directly to Syria's
ports.

Indeed, with Syria shorn of its sanctions and
established as a fully-fledged partner, it has the
potential to become a major energy transit hub. It
has about 2.5 billion barrels of proven oil reserves,
but some geological estimates suggest its undis-
covered onshore and offshore petroleum resources
could ultimately exceed 20 billion barrels.

In February 2026, Chevron signed a memoran-
dum of understanding with Syria’s state-owned
petroleum company and Qatar’s Power Interna-
tional Holding to develop the country’s first off-
shore oil and gas field.

Days later, Saudi and American energy companies

having negotiated continued access to Russia’s
naval Iaulllv at Tartus and its Khmeimim air base
near Latakia.

At the same time, according to reliable media
reports, a Russian commercial logistics hub is
expected to become operational at Tartus very
soon, handling Russian cargo and providing a mar-
itime link between the Syrian coast and Russia’s
Black Sea port of Novorossiysk.

Trump seems determined to enfold both Syria’s
Sharaa and Iraq’s al-Zaidi into a close commercial
and economic embrace. In Israel, however, both are
viewed rather more cautiously. Trust cannot simply
be bestowed; it will have to be earned.

The writer, a former senior civil servant, is the Middle
East correspondent for Eurasia Review. Follow him at:
www.a-mid-east-journal.blogspot.com

Cheer up, things could be worse

* By NIGEL LITHMAN
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fter continuing to settle into
Auul life in Israel, we decided

that some outstanding domes-
tic duties required attention on the
sceptered Isle of Great Britain, with
a trip to the new center of antisemi-
tism, Ireland, thrown in.

On these two islands, apart from
many other natives, live a 95-year-
old Mother-in-Law and a 2-year-old
granddaughter.

After a few days in the UK, we real-
ized we had successfully reversed our
lives. Israel is our home: the UK is
an unhappy place to visit. In fact, it
wasn’t us that had reversed position...
it was the World. Even the weather
is in reverse. We left a balmy June in
Israel and replaced it with a scorching
July in Britain. How odd is that? Posi-
tively Shakespearean.

But the weather was not the worst of
it. A lot can happen when you are in
another country for a few weeks, espe-
cially those that you have witnessed
becoming more and more hostile and
those where the governments spend
all of their waking hours berating Isra-
el.

I have charted for you the coming of
a new government in the UK, under
the stewardship of Andy Burnham.
We have now witnessed at first hand
its first couple of weeks.

The UK remains ungovernable
due to immigration. For any person
to gain entry, you simply require a
reserved seat on a rubber dinghy, and
provided you jettison any identity
documents you had gone to the trou-

when you touch land you call out
“home” you have made it.

Assuming that you know the
English word “home”. There then
begins the unformulated process of
moving you between army barracks
and hotels until it is resolved wheth-
er you are a legal or illegal immi-
grant. Whichever it is, it seems you
are allowed to stay.

The scale of this is out of control. In
four days, July 23-26,10 boats brought
709 migrants to the UK. In the year
ending March 2026, the numbers
totaled 37,970. The majority fall into
the category of illegals, and here’s the
rub: 12% are Iranian young men. No
doubt the Moroccans that broke into
Spain will soon be arriving in Britain.

On July 25, it became widely pub-
licized that some of those coming to
UK shores are linked to the IRGC Unit
700, and the Iranian regime is threat-
ening to avenge the UK for allowing
the US to use their bases in Britain to
launch attacks on Iran.

The British people seem to have
forgotten the 7/7/ bombings, when
4 radicalized Islamists connected to
al-Qaeda blew up underground trains
and a bus, killing 56 and injuring 784.

What the IRA had begun in the
1970's, 1980's and 1990’s was taken
over by extreme muslims, including
the attempt to decapitate a British
soldier, Lee Rigby.

So as we arrived in Britain, the pros-
pect of renewed terrorism on the
streets rang loud and clear.

Who else greeted us? Sarah Mullally
had been appointed the first woman

appointment was replaced by disap-
pointment, as she was photographed
at her official residence, Lambeth
Palace, standing beneath a photo of
the former Palestinian terrorist leader
Yasser Arafat.

But what she has done is almost as
bad as Arafat. She has led and encour-
aged the Church of England gath-
ering at the General Synod to pass a
resolution to hear the “Kairos Pales-
tine 11”. This claims that the Pales-
tinians live “in a time of genocide,
ethnic cleansing and forced displace-
ment unfolding before the eyes of the
World”.

The Archbishop says she continues
to pray and support her Palestinian
Christian sisters and brothers. And
whilst she claims she also stands in
solidarity with the Jewish community
of the UK. Of course she does not refer
to the hostages, October 7, or any
sympathetic reference to Israel.

The Church proclaims now that the
October massacre was inevitable and
cannot remain silent in the face of
the destruction of life. Palestinian life
that is. So that’s the church for you.

AFTER CROSSING the River Thames
and driving for 4 minutes, you come
to the House of Lords and its newest
member.

Donald Trump has referred to Lon-
don Mayor Sadiq Khan in his typical
style: “grossly incompetent, a bad per-
son and a bad representative for your
(UK) country.” He was not wrong.

Therefore, it was obviously just a
matter of time until Keir Starmer hon-

has echoed calls originally raised by
Zohran Mamdani, advocating for the
arrest and prosecution of Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu

Which brings us to yet another
upstanding and outstanding mem-
ber of the professional classes of Brit-
ain, Karim Khan. On June 8, he was
formally suspended by the Interna-
tional Criminal Court following an
18-month investigation into alleged
coercive and non-consensual sexual
misconduct.

Compared with Bibi, against whom
he issued an arrest warrant, [ do not
doubt that the company of Bibi would
be far less distasteful than either of
the Khans mentioned above.

Next week off to Ireland, the new
European captains of antisemitism.
There is a new president, Catherine
Connolly, whose sister had occupied
a place on one of the flotillas designed
to bring much-needed supplies (2
cans of tomato soup) to Gaza.

When we arrived back in Britain,
we said to ourselves, Cheer up; things
could be worse, so we cheered up, and
they were.

But there is one silver lining in the
cloud. Boy George, growing up in
London, has released a song called “
We Will Dance Again,” featuring his
total support for Israel and the Jewish
people. It is simply the most beauti-
ful song I have ever heard. Britain is
toxic. We will be home very soon.

The writer is a retired criminal Judge
and author. He lives between London and
Zichron Ya'akov.
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The West's illusions about Turkey

Erdogan’s denialism was outrageous. The reaction to it was revealing

* By MICHA DANZIG

ish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan

declared that Turkish history contains
“no genocide, no massacres, no oppres-
sion, and no colonialism,” but only “jus-
tice and compassion.”

The statement amounted not merely to
a denial of the Armenian Genocide, but to
a denial that centuries of conquest, slavery,
ethnic violence, forced displacement, and
imperial rule produced anything requiring
apology or repentance.

What happened next was even more reveal-
ing than the statement itself: almost nothing.

Erdogan hosted world leaders at NATO's
summit in Ankara. Strategic discussions
advanced. Conversations about military
cooperation continued. The controversy, to
the extent there was any, quickly faded from
public view.

A major NATO leader had effectively
declared his nation innocent of every crime
commonly associated with the empire, and
the world moved on with remarkable ease.

That response reveals a broader reality. His-
torical accountability is not applied evenly.
Some countries become the subjects of end-
less scrutiny, investigations, resolutions, aca-
demic conferences, and activist campaigns.
Others enjoy a degree of immunity tied less to
their conduct than to the framework through
which they are viewed.

In much of academia and activist culture,
Western societies and those viewed as West-
ern-aligned are often cast as the primary
bearers of colonial and historical guilt, while
non-Western societies are more frequently
understood through the lens of victimhood,
anti-imperialism, or post-colonial grievance.

Turkey’s long history of conquest, empire,
demographic engineering, and ethnic vio-
lencessits within that framework. The result is
not ignorance of the facts, but a reluctance to
examine those facts through the same moral
lens applied elsewhere.

But activist and academic culture is only
part of the story. For decades, policymakers
in Washington and Europe have operated
on the assumption that Turkey is simply too
important to alienate.

Whether that assumption remains justified
is increasingly debatable. What is beyond

Seveml weeks have passed since Turk-

debate is the extent to which it has insulat-
ed Ankara from forms of scrutiny that simi-
lar behavior would attract from many other
states.

The record Erdogan denies

If Erdogan’s claim is to be taken seriously, it
must be measured against history rather than
mythology.

He did not limit his assertion to the modern
Turkish Republic. He claimed that through-
out Turkey’s “thousands of years of glorious
history,” there had been only “justice and
compassion.”

For centuries, the Ottoman Empire operat-
ed the devshirme system, forcibly removing
Christian boys from conquered Balkan pop-
ulations and converting them into state ser-
vants and soldiers. Historians have described
the practice as a form of institutionalized
slavery.

Ottoman vassal states along the Barbary
Coast enslaved vast numbers of Europeans.
The Hamidian massacres of the 1890s killed
as many as 300,000 Armenians decades
before 1915. None of this required overseas
colonies. It required an empire.

Then came the period Erdogan almost cer-
tainly hoped to obscure.

Between 1914 and the mid-1920s, the
Christian population of Anatolia collapsed
from roughly quarter of the pop ion

TURKISH PRESIDENT Recep Tayyip Erdogan makes a point during a press conference at
the NATO leaders” summit in Ankara, last month. (Umit Bektas/Reuters)

troops remain.

And, more recently, there is Afrin.

Turkey’s 2018 operation, ironically named
Olive Branch, displaced more than 150,000

to well under 1%. The Armenian Genocide,
the Assyrian Sayfo, the destruction of Pontic
Greek ities, and forced

from what had been a predomi-
nantly Kurdish region of northwestern Syria.
Human rights organizations documented

i of ds hic engineering as

population transfers (ethnic cleansing)
transformed one of the world’s most diverse
regions into one of its most homogeneous.
Turkey is approximately 99.8% Muslim
today. Whatever one wishes to call what hap-
pened to that missing quarter of Anatolia’s
ion, “justice and cc ion” is cer-

lai:'lly not it.

A half-century later came Cyprus.

Turkey's 1974 invasion displaced between
160,000 and 180,000 Greek Cypriots. What
followed was not a temporary military pres-
ence but a lasting political and i

Kurdish residents were ethnically cleansed
and replaced by populations resettled in terri-
tory under Turkish control.

Despite fitting many of the criteria com-
monly associated with settler-colonialism,
population transfer, and ethnic displace-
ment, Afrin never attracted the sustained
academic, political, or activist scrutiny that

not a lack of information.

The issue is attention.

Concepts such as colonialism, indigenous
rights, occupation, demographic engineer-
ing, and historical justice have become cen-
tral moral languages of contemporary politics
and academia. Yet their application often
appears strikingly selective. A neighboring

Political leaders distort history all the time.
Historical denial is hardly unique to Turkey.
The real scandal is not that Erdogan told an
outrageous lie. It is that so few influential
voices seemed to care.

The co ional wisdom in
and many European capitals has long held
that Turkey is too important to confront
directly. Policymakers cite geography, NATO,
migration routes, and regional influence. The
result has been a persistent tendency to grant
Ankara a degree of accommodation unavail-
able to most allies.

Yet after years of democratic backsliding,
growing Islamization of public life, hostility
toward fellow NATO members, military inter-
ventions across the region, and increasingly
anti-Western rhetoric, one must ask whether
the West has confused leverage with depen-
dence.

Turkey has become remarkably adept at
presenting itself as indispensable while using
that perceived status to extract concessions
from allies. Whether that reputation ulti-
mately proves justified or merely geopolitical
fool’s gold is a question for future historians.
What is already clear is that the perception
itself has functioned as a powerful shield
against accountability.

Erdogan’s declaration that Turkish histo-
ry contains no genocide, no massacres, no
oppression, and no colonialism should have
been treated as a diplomatic disgrace. Instead,
it was met largely with a shrug. That reaction
tells us something profoundly troubling.

The ians of historical acc il

state sends its army across an i
border into territory from which it faces no
existential threat.

Indigenous inhabitants are displaced.
Demographic changes follow under the
authority of the occupying power. Such cir-
cumstances routinely generate international
outrage, academic inquiry, NGO campaigns,

generate.

The politics of selective accountability

transformation. Successive Turkish govern-
ments encouraged settlement from mainland
Turkey into occupied Cyprus.

Today, Northern Cyprus is recognized by
exactly one country in the world: Turkey
itself. More than five decades later, Turkish

Noneoftk are obscure. The Arme-

and di ic pressure.

In Turkey’s case, they rarely do.

That discrepancy cannot be dismissed as
a matter of missing facts or insufficient doc-
umentation. The record is extensive and
readily available. What is often absent is the

nian Genocide is g the most Iy
documented atrocities of the 20th century.
Cyprus has been the subject of international
diplomacy for decades. Afrin has been cov-
ered by journalists, human rights organiza-
tions, and international bodies. The issue is

willingness to apply the same standards, lan-
guage, and moral urgency that have become
commonplace in other conflicts.

The actual scandal

appear less interested in universal principles
than in selecting appropriate defendants.

Turkey’s denials, occupations, demographic
interventions, and crimes against humanity
are neither secret nor newly discovered. The
evidence has existed for years, often decades.
What has been missing is not proof but pros-
ecutorial interest.

Erdogan’s statement was not the scandal.
The refusal to meaningfully challenge it was.

The lie exposed the bankruptcy of a strong-
man'’s version of Turkish history. The silence
exposed the double standards that allowed it
to flourish.

The writer is an attorney, former IDF soldier,
and former NYPD officer. He writes widely on
Israel, Zionism, antisemitism, and Jewish history.
He serves on the board of Herut North America.

The Gulf tried to prosper

without choosing sides
Iran is making that impossible

* By LIRON ROSE
and AVNET KLEINER

‘ Brnain and France had to choose

between war and dishonor. They
chose dishonor. They will have
war.”

Winston Churchill’s warning after the
Munich Agreement belonged to another
era, but the dilemma remains: Does avoid-
ing confrontation prevent war, or merely
postpone it at a higher price?

That is the question now confronting the
Gulf States.

The Gulf’s great strategic bet

In recent years, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and
other Gulf States have pursued an ambi-
tious strategy: rely on the American securi-
ty umbrella, maintain dialogue with Iran,
deepen trade with China, and develop ties
with Israel where interests converge.

The goal was to avoid fully aligning with
any one camp while turning the Gulf into
an island of stability and prosperity in a
volatile region.

This rational hedging became part of the
economic model on which the Gulf’s future
was built.

Saudi Vision 2030, Dubai and Abu Dhabi's
financial hubs, Qatar’s ING industry, and
the region’s airlines, ports, tourism, tech-
nology, and foreign investment all rest on
the assumption that the Gulf can insulate
its prosperity from regional turmoil while
maintaining security ties with Washington,
trade with Beijing, and dialogue with Teh-
ran.

The current war threatens that assump-
tion.

The Gulf States were not wrong about the
cost of war. Regional conflict threatens infra-
structure, shipping, foreign investment, and
projects worth hundreds of billions of dol-
lars. The question is whether staying out
could ever shield them from its consequenc-
es.

Geography is ending
the luxury of neutrality

Iran has struck targets in the Gulf during
July, in some cases describing them as Ameri-
can military facilities in Bahrain and Kuwait.
Meanwhile, Saudi Arabia struck Houthi tar-
gets in Yemen, and the Houthis responded
with missiles and drones at Saudi targets and
threats against Saudi shipping through the
Bab al-Mandab.

To the east lies the Strait of Hormuz, where
Iran can threaten a vital global energy artery.
To the west lies the Bab al-Mandab Strait,
where the Houthis can threaten Red Sea
shipping. The war Gulf States spent years

trying to keep at arm’s length has reached
them from both directions.

For years, Israel asked how other countries
would respond if missiles were routinely
fired at their civilians. The Gulf States are
now confronting that question themselves,
Israel spent decades building air defenses,
civil resilience, and the capacity to function
under sustained attack. The Gulf must now
ask whether it has built the same resilience.

Saudi Arabia's renewed use of force against
the Houthis does not mean Riyadh wants
a regional war. It underscores a crucial dis-
tinction: avoiding war cannot come at the
expense of convincing an adversary that
escalation carries a price.

Israel chose a different model

Israel’s advantage lies not simply in mili-
tary power, but in the credibility of its threat.
Tehran knows Israel has demonstrated a
willingness to use force even at high mili-
tary, economic, and diplomatic cost. Deter-
rence depends not only on capability, but
on what an adversary believes a country is
willing to do.

Under Prime Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu's leadership, Israel has pursued a strategic
vision developed over nearly four decades:
sustaining a prolonged war requires not only
military strength, but economic resilience.

Netanyahu has consistently viewed a
strong, innovative economy as a pillar of
national security, giving Israel the financial
endurance to absorb the costs of extended
conflict while continuing to fight and func-
tion.

By contrast, the Gulf States possess vast
wealth, but their dependence on energy
infrastructure, global trade, aviation, tour-
ism, and international investment makes
them far more to ! i

politics. Pressure that succeeds invites
more pressure. Diplomacy backed by cred-
ible deterrence can produce an agreement.
Diplomacy, interpreted as an unwillingness
to confront, may simply buy time until the
next crisis.

‘Washington’s choice

The key question facing the Trump admin-
istration is not whether the president is a
hawk or an isolationist, but where Washing-
ton’s threshold for intervention lies.

Will it act when American forces are
attacked? When navigation through Hor-
muz is threatened? When Gulf partners
come under attack? Or will it conclude
that Iran’s recurring ability to threaten the
regional order is itself the problem?

America in 1939 had not concluded that
the war in Europe was America’s war. Pearl
Harbor changed that calculation overnight.
History need not repeat itself for threat
perceptions to change rapidly when a dis-
tant conflict becomes a direct challenge to
national interests.

A dramatically weakened Iran or regime

collapse could create a vacuum, allowing
Turkey to expand its influence while China
and Russia seek opportunities. Iraq after
2003 reminds us that defeating an enemy
is no substitute for a strategy for what comes
next.
But fear of the day after cannot make pre-
serving today’s threat a strategy. Deterrence
and preparation for the next regional order
must proceed simultaneously.

The Gulf may no longer be
able to have it all
For years, the Guif States sought American
security, Chinese trade, calm with Iran, and

regional warfare.

Israel has also recognized the strategic vac-
uum created by Gulf hedging and Wash-
ington’s reluctance to be drawn into anoth-
er regional war. For years, Netanyahu has
sought to turn Israel’s military power into
a regional asset, positioning it as the one
regional actor both capable and willing to
confront Iran directly.

Tehran must factor in the risk: escalation
with Israel could push the Gulf States closer
to Israel and strengthen its role as a security
anchor against the Iranian threat.

The Gulf States pursued security different-
ly - through diversified partnerships, de-es-
calation, trade, and reduced friction. But
if military pressure can shape a neighbor’s
behavior, hedging can turn from an insur-
ance policy into a vulnerability.

This is not “the language of the Middle
East.” It is the language of international

global p ity without having to choose
among Washington, Beijing, Tehran, and
Jerusalem.

The current war may be bringing that lux-
ury toan end.

Iran is confronting them with a harder
question than whether to choose peace or
war: Can they continue to prosper without
choosing who will defend the regional order
that makes that prosperity possible?

The Gulf built its future on the assumption
that it would never have to choose a side.

Iran may be choosing for it.

Liron Rose is an entrepreneur, co-founder of the
Masad Haaretz Institute, and creator and host
of the geopolitical podcasts Israel Insider and
HaYanshuf.

Avnet Kleiner is an alumnus of the Tikvah
Fund Leadership Program specializing in strate-
gic development, public policy, and intemational
relations, with extensive experience cultivating
partnerships in Israel and the United States.

150 years of

war against

the Jewish state

* By JACOB SIVAK

recent headline in The Jerusalem Post
Alilled “Turkey expanding Middle East

influence to conquer Jerusalem” begs
the question: When did the Israeli-Arab
Wars begin?

You could start with 1948 and Israel’s War of
Independence, a war initiated by the Arabs of
the land and the surrounding Arab countries
because they could not accept the UN Partition
Plan.

Or, you could describe it as a century-long
conflict beginning with the Balfour Declara-
tion, as the Palestinian-American historian
Rashid Khalidi does in his 2020 book The Hun-
dred Years’ War on Palestine.

In fact, the war against the Jewish state
began almost 150 years ago, well before the
Balfour Declaration and before the first Zion-
ist Congress organized by Theodor Herzl in
Basel in 1897. It began in the early 1880s, with
Ottoman restrictions on Jewish settlement in
Palestine.

Critics of Israel and the Zionist agenda love
to point out that during the 1800s, the Jew-
ish population of Palestine, also referred to
as Southern Syria by the Ottomans, was very
small, only about 5% of the approximate total
0f 500,000.

What the critics do not mention is that the
presence of Jews at all is remarkable given the
cholera epidemic of 1831 that devastated the
crowded cities where most of the Jewish popu-
lation lived. Nor do they mention the pogroms
of 1834 in Safed and Hebron (500 Jews were
killed in Safed alone during a month-long orgy
of looting, raping, and killing), and again in
Safed in 1838.

Nor do they mention the terrible earthquake
of 1837 that devastated the Jewish quarters of
Safed and Tiberius, killing thousands of Jews.

It was the First Aliyah, the first organized
wave of Jewish immigrants that began in 1881,
that resulted in a substantial increase in the
number of Jews in the Holy Land. By the time
it ended, in 1903, the Jewish population in the
Land of Israel had doubled.

Most of the arrivals came from Eastern
Europe, especially Russia, pushed by the vio-
lence against Jews (pogroms) that broke out

llowing the i of Czar Al d
Il in 1881. A smaller component came from
Yemen, in part because of improved travel con-
ditions that accompanied an Ottoman take-
aver of Yemen, but also pushed by anti-Jewish
measures.

None of this is new to those interested in the
history of Zionism, but it did surprise me to
learn (Neville ] Mandel, Middle Eastern Studies,
1974) about the efforts made by the Ottoman
government to restrict Jewish settlement in
Palestine. The restrictions were in the form of
decrees by the Sultan.

The first (1881-82) decreed that foreign Jews
could settle anywhere in the empire except

Palestine. The second (1882) banned the sale
of land in Palestine to foreign Jews, even if they
were Ottoman citizens.

The third, the Consolidated Regulations
(1900-1901) consisted of rules to prevent Jew-
ish pilgrims from overstaying their visit to the
Holy Land and involved a “Special Commis-
sion for the Prevention of Jewish Immigrants
from Settling in Palestine.”

THE FIRST ALIYAH succeeded, despite Otto-
man restrictions, because of corrupt local offi-
cials who looked the other way, and because
some of the newcomers were able to use their
foreign status to get around them. Also, the
Jewish groups that arrived, especially in the
beginning (1881-82), were relatively small and
unlikely to attract attention.

For example, the first group of Biluim (an
acronym for the house of Jacob, Isaiah 2:5) con-
sisted of 14 university students from the then
Russian city of Kharkiv, while only 200 individ-
uals were in the first contingent from Yemen.

So why were the Ottomans so opposed to
small numbers of Jews immigrating to a small
neglected corner of their enormous empire?
According to Mandel, the Sultan and his min-
isters understood that modern Zionism was a
nationalist ideology that might be contagious
to other parts of the Ottoman domain.

They were also wary of European designs
on the Ottoman Empire, and, in their eyes,
the Jews from Eastern Europe were, above all,
Europeans.

However, another factor, perhaps the most
important one, was that the Sultan, Abdul
Hamid [I, was also anxious to pursue policies
that would benefit the many Arab subjects
in his domain, many of whom were chafing
under Ottoman rule.

Also, as a Pan-Islamist who viewed himself
to be the spiritual leader of all Muslims, how
could he simply “hand Jerusalem, the third city
of Islam, to the Jews?”

Thedepth of the Sultan’s feelings was revealed
in 1901 when Herzl offered to help pay off the
Ottoman debt in return for a charter to allow
Jewish settlement in the Holy Land.

The Sultan replied, “The Turkish Empire
belongs not to me, but to the Turkish people.
1 cannot give away any part of it. Let the Jews
save their billions. When my Empire is parti-
tioned, they may get Palestine for nothing. But
only our corpses will be divided. I will not agree
to vivisection.”

The article mentioned at the outset of this
column, regarding Turkey’s expanding influ-
ence and “neo-Ottoman ambitions” with
respect to Israel and Jerusalem, is a reminder
that the war against the Jewish state is older
and wider in scope than the Israeli-Palestinian
arena. Moreover, it is a war that shows no sign
of ending soon.

The writer, a fellow of the Royal Society of Cana-
da, is a retired professor of the University of Water-
loo.
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Yair Golan cannot defend democracy
by weakening its norms

* By EITAN CHIKLI

air Golan’s service to Israel deserves
YrespecL A former IDF deputy chief

of staff and major-general, he has
contributed greatly to the country’s secu-
rity. He is also obviously entitled to hold
left-wing views, oppose the government,
and seek to replace it through democratic
elections.

Precisely because Golan leads a party
called the Democrats and aspires to gov-
ern, his own democratic instincts deserve
scrutiny. Democracy is tested not only
by the causes a politician supports, but
by how he treats opponents, public insti-
tutions, and media outlets he regards as
hostile. )

Over the past two years, Golan has
repeatedly used language that sits uneasily
with the values he claims to defend.

In December 2024, during the controver-
sy over proposals to dismiss Attorney-Gen-
eral Gali Baharav-Miara, Golan declared
that any coalition member voting for her
removal would become “a full partner in
a crime, in the dismantling of democracy
and in treason against the State of Israel.”

One may believe that dismissing the
attorney general would be reckless or pro-
foundly damaging. But “treason” is not
ordinary political criticism. It places a legal
and constitutional dispute outside the
realm of legitimate disagreement. Once
political rivals become traitors, alternation
in power begins to resemble a struggle
between patriots and enemies.

That same month, after an investiga-
tive report raised questions about Police
Commissioner Daniel Levy's relationship
with figures close to the Netanyahu fam-
ily, Golan warned him that Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu and National
Security Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir “will
not always be here to protect you,” adding
that after the government changed, “if
necessary, we will settle accounts with you
as well.”

Golan was entitled to demand an inves-
tigation. Yet “settle accounts” is the lan-
guage of political retribution, not insti-
tutional accountability. Investigators,
prosecutors, and courts should examine

YAIR GOLAN, chairman of The Democrats Party, speaks during a Democrats party rally at Rabin Square in Tel Aviv last month.

(Avshalom Sassoni/Flash90)

suspected misconduct. Opposition leaders
should demand due process, not imply
that a change of government will bring
personal reckoning.

The same problem appeared in May 2025,
when Golan said that “a sane country does
not wage war against civilians, does not kill
babies as a hobby, and does not set itself
the goal of expelling a population.” He
later clarified that his attack was directed
at the government and praised IDF soldiers
as heroes. That clarification matters, but
does not erase the original formulation.

An Israeli leader, particularly a former
general, knows such words will be heard
beyond the domestic arena. They can be
used to portray Israel and its soldiers as

deliberately murderous. Severe criticism of
government policy is legitimate; language
echoing the most inflammatory accusa-
tions against Israel is neither responsll)le
nor necessary.

IN SEPTEMBER 2025, before David Zini
had begun serving as head of the Shin Bet
(Israel Security Agency), Golan announced
that a future government led by his camp
would remove him and “clean up the civil
service.” He added that appointments
made by the current government would be
reviewed and replaced if they had departed
from the democratic path

A new government may reconsider cer-
tain senior appointments and investigate

improper politicization. But announcing
that the civil service must be “cleaned
up” risks replacing one alleged loyalty test
with another. The permanent state appa-
ratus belongs neither to Netanyahu nor to
Golan.

At the end of 2025, Golan promised that
his camp would close Channel 14, which
he described as propaganda rather than
legitimate media. He later said it would be
transformed into “real media.”

Channel 14 is openly ideological and
entirely open to criticism. But govern-
ments should not decide which broadcast-
ers qualify as genuine media. If a channel
violates regulations or the law, regulators
and courts should address specific viola-

tions. The democratic answer to partisan
media is stronger standards, competition,
and pluralism - not closure by political
decree.

Golan’s response to the deadly events
near Gilad Farm in July 2026 raised a relat-
ed moral concern. He expressed regret for
the loss of “Israeli and Palestinian lives
alike” and called for everyone involved in
violence to be prosecuted.

Compassion for every innocent life is
essential. Yet his wording did not distin-
guish between the two Israelis who died,
Maj. Yuval Ezra and Benayahu Mellet, and
the Palestinian whom the IDF identified
as an attacker who seized a weapon and
opened fire.

Golan then moved rapidly from mourn-
ing the dead to blaming the government,
illegal outposts and extremist settlers for
creating an explosive reality. Those issues
deserve debate, and the entire incident
should be investigated. But political con-
text must not erase individual responsi-
bility.

Recognizing everyone’s humanity does
not require placing victims and an armed
attacker on the same moral plane. A
national leader should first express condo-
lences to the Israeli families and condemn
the shooting unambiguously, before mov-
ing to the political argument.

Israeli democracy cannot be protected
through a monopoly on democratic virtue.
It requires restraint when describing oppo-
nents, respect for due process, tolerance of
hostile media, and recognition that pub-
lic institutions must survive government
changes without becoming instruments
of revenge.

Golan presents himself as a defender
of Israeli democracy. To make that claim
convincing, he must show that democracy
protects not only the people and institu-
tions he values, but also the opponents,
als and journalists he distrusts. A
democratic leader is measured by whether
he continues to recognize them as legit-
imate participants in a shared political
order.

The writer is an Israeli educator and former
director of the TALI Education Fund and the
Hebrew University of Mexico.

Would Theodor Herzl recognize today’s Jewish state?

As Herzl’s grandparents are reburied in Jerusalem, Israel should revisit his ideas
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* By TOVA HERZL

s the remains of Theodor Herzl’s grandparents
Anrc to be reburied in Jerusalem on Wednesday,

t is easy to predict what the speakers at the cer-
emony will say. | would venture to suggest a few things
that should be said, though I doubt they will be.

The founder of political Zionism grew up in an
assimilated Jewish family in Budapest. His grandfa-
ther, Shimon Leib Herzl, lived and died in Zemun,
today part of Belgrade, Serbia, and was close to Rabbi
Judah Alkalai, one of the earliest advocates of Jewish
national revival.

It is only natural that the speakers, including Israel’s
president and prime minister, will argue that Herzl's
Jewish identity endured thanks to his grandfather,
who also planted the first Zionist seed in his mind.
They will rightly celebrate the establishment of the
State of Israel and pledge to defend it.

But will anyone mention how far Israel has drifted
from Herzl's vision?

It was laid out in two works. Der Judenstaat (The
Jewish State), published in 1896, two years before the
First Zionist Congress, provided the intellectual foun-
dation for the Zionist movement.

In 1902, two years before his death at 44, Herzl pub-
lished Altneuland (Old-New Land), a novel depicting
the future Jewish state. Together, the two books offer
not only a political program but also a moral compass.

Given his principles, how would Herzl respond to
the widening inequality in Israel today? How would
the man who founded a movement on behalf of a per-
secuted minority react to the overwhelming rejection
of political partnership with Arab citizens in Israel,
simply because of their national identity?

Writing in a Europe marked by stark class divisions,
Herzl nevertheless imagined an almost egalitarian
society. Health care, education, and housing would be
guaranteed to all, and so would human dignity.

One episode in Altneuland is particularly revealing.
Two candidates compete for a leadership position in
the Jewish commonwealth: an Arab engineer from
Haifa and a Jewish politician of German origin who
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attends a

Herzl in Jerusalem Iast month. (Alex Kolomoisky/Pool)

seeks to deny equal rights to non-Jews. Herzl, a suc-
cessful playwright and journalist, before turning to
politics, causes the racist to lose.

Herzl also addressed the relationship between reli-
gion and the state. He respected every faith and
its leaders, but believed their primary role belonged
in religion and culture, not government. Rabbis, he
argued, should not intervene in affairs of state.

At the same time, he championed education, sci-
ence, and knowledge as the engines of progress and
prosperity. Will any of the speakers acknowledge the

[< y for Zionist leader Theodor Herzl at Mount

growing influence of religion in Israel’s public sphere,
or the long-term consequences of an expanding pop-
ulation that is not receiving a core secular education?

A DOCTOR of law, Herzl envisioned an indepen-
dent, professional iudiciary worthy of a liberal slale.
The country he ined would be i d by
experts, with clear institutional separation between
political authority and economic management, there-
by avoiding conflicts of interest and preserving public
trust,

Although Herzl tirelessly sought financial backing
from wealthy supporters, he refused personal com-
pensation. He invested his own money, and that of his
wealthy wife, in the Zionist cause. When he died, his
family was essentially left destitute.

It is not difficult to imagine what Herzl would think
of the polarization that characterizes Israeli politics
today. Throughout his career, he sought the broadest
possible coalition. He spoke to religious Jews in their
language and to intellectuals in theirs, while search-
ing for common ground that would allow the move-
ment to advance with a united purpose.

The same instinct guided his diplomacy. Herzl
understood that Zionism could not succeed with-
out international support, and he carefully identified
where the interests of foreign leaders whom he met
overlapped with the Zionist project.

To the Ottoman sultan, he offered a plan to help
eliminate the empire’s crushing debt. To Britain, he
proposed ideas that would strengthen its position in
some colonies. One wonders what he would say today,
when public confrontations with leaders, including
friends, increasingly replace quiet diplomacy, and
even as domestic political messaging often takes pre-
cedence over careful statecraft.

Seventy-seven years ago, Herzl's final wish was ful-
filled when his remains were reburied in the nascent
country he had envisioned. My late father, a Holo-

aust survivor, served in the Israel Defense Forces
honor guard at that ceremony.

It seems to me that if those two men sharing a name
~ the visionary who imagined the state and the ordi-
nary soldier who fought for it - could look upon Israel
luda\ they would not be satisfied merely to celebrate its
existence. They would ask what kind of country it has
become, whether this is what they had hoped for, and
what must be done to bring it closer to the vision that
inspired its creation.

The writer was Isracl’s first ambassador to the Baltic
states after the disintegration of the Soviet Union, ambas-
sador to South Africa, and congressional liaison officer at
the embassy in Washington. She is a graduate of Israel’s
National Defense College.

+ By JOSH DRILL

lis to do something citizens of many
democracies can do without crossing an
ocean: vote in our national election.

I moved here from Tel Aviv to pursue
a master’s degree in strategic communi-
cation at Columbia University. Around
me are Israeli students, entrepreneurs, and
tech workers who came for different rea-
sons. Some left after October 7 shattered
their sense of security and trust. But living
abroad has not made Israel any less our
home or its future any less our responsi-
bility.

Since Israel does not permit ordinary

In New York City, [ am organizing Israe-

Do not ground our vote

citizens abroad to vote absentee, we must
fly home to reach the ballot box. In the
United States, by contrast, citizens living
overseas can vote absentee in federal elec-
tions. Asking Israelis to spend hundreds or
thousands of dollars and travel for hours
simply to vote is an extraordinary burden.

It was reported that senior Transporta-
tion Ministry officials, under Transporta-
tion Minister Miri Regev, discussed restrict-
ing non-scheduled flights before the elec-
tion and limiting airport slots allocated
to charter flights. The reported concern
was that Israelis returning from abroad
will vote against Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu.

Trying to make this journey harder for us

is disgraceful and undemocratic.

When war breaks out, the government
calls on Israelis abroad to get on a plane and
report for reserve duty, but when we seek
to return in order to vote, the government
works to block our path to the ballot box.

Recent polling places Netanyahu's exist-
ing bloc below the 61 seats required to
govern. The government that presided
over the catastrophic failures of October 7
has every reason to fear public judgment.
However, it has no right to use state infra-
structure to influence who will deliver that
judgment.

Such an effort would also backfire politi-
cally. By treating Israelis abroad as a threat,
the government only deepens our alien-

ation from it. Every attempt to obstruct
us from exercising our democratic right to
vote creates more anger and more determi-
nation to replace this government in the
upcoming historic elections.

For many Israelis like me, flying home
to vote is also personal. October 7 caused
my generation to carry grief, fear, and
trauma. A ballot will not erase our trauma,
but it can restore our agency, which is
crucial to the healing process. We will not
remain passive. We will take responsibility
for what Israel becomes next.

The Transportation Ministry and Isra-
el Airports Authority should guarantee
transparent slot allocation and sufficient
capacity before Election Day. The attorney

general and Central Elections Committee
should scrutinize and prevent any decision
that will restrict incoming voters.

And Israelis abroad should book their
flights, as thousands already have.

For me, this moment is about far more
than one election. My vision is that the
Israelis flying home to vote will become
part of a broader movement of Israelis
returning to Israel for the long term, ready
to live there and build a different future
together.

We have not lost hope in Israel. We
believe that through partnership and
determined political action, we can create
real change and lead the country to peace,
security, and equality.
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JD Vance ‘Fixes’ Capitalism

Vice President
JD Vance would
seem to have
little in com-
> mon with JD.

2 % Rockefeller
(1839-1937),

STREpr ome the
By William wealthiest man
McGurn in the world.
But the two Re-

publicans have

in common a belief that capital-
ism doesn’t work for the Ameri-

can people. Mr. Vance has little
faith in market competition,
which Rockefeller called “a sin.”

Pat Buchanan campaigned
on similar grounds in his 1992
run for president, in which he
promised to “make America
first again.” This Republican
distrust of the free market
comes from seeing competi-
tion in exclusively destructive
and material terms. To give an

Republicans used
to have more faith
in freedom than
in bureaucrats.

example, Amazon is often
blamed for driving competi-
tors out of business—primarily
brick-and-mortar stores such
as the bookseller Borders. In
this telling, Amazon won and
Borders lost.

And it’s true. But market re-
ality is more complex than a
boxing match in which one guy
wins and one guy loses.

For the real winner is the
customer, who gains greater
choice, better prices, higher-
quality goods and services or

s

3 My grandfa-
< ther was an
irritating
bridge player.
Avoiding dra-
matic and at-
tention-grab-

(V’v{‘é)‘gAL bi.ng high-risk
ByWalter 0ot on
Bussell Mead what he called

the creep sys-
tem, inching toward his goals
by winning one boring low-bid
hand after another. Lately,
America’s adversaries seem to
be taking a leaf out of his
book. Even as they step up
their campaign against Ameri-
can power, the revisionist axis
of China, Russia, Iran and
North Korea seeks to avoid
triggering moments like the
Pearl Harbor attack, which
roused the American people to
the heroic efforts and sacri-
fices that won World War II.

The strategy has brought
them some successes. China,
Russia, Iran and North Korea
are cooperating with one an-
other more effectively than
ever. Even as war materiel and
North Korean soldiers flow
across Eurasia to support Rus-
sia’s war on Ukraine, informa-
tion and technological break-
throughs flow back, preparing
Chinese and North Korean
military leaders for the new
age of war. Similarly, Iranian
drones helped Vladimir Putin’s
war on Ukraine, and access to
Russian technology and intel-
ligence is helping Iran in its
war against the U.S.

At the same time, the level

some combination thereof
because people must com-
pete for his dollar. It is the
customer, not “the market,”
who determines which pro-
ducers win.

This isn’t how Mr. Vance
sees it. Where Mr. Buchanan
in the 1990s railed against
the North American Free
Trade Agreement, Mr. Vance
attacks free-market icons
such as Milton Friedman.
It’s telling that in his new
book, “Communion,” the
chapter the vice president
devotes to economics is
called “A Dismal Science,” a
phrase Thomas Carlyle coined
in the 19th century as he op-
posed the coalition of evangel-
ical Christians and economists
fighting slavery.

Today Mr. Vance says that
while Friedman’s ideas might
have worked “in a world where
there are Christian guardrails
on everything,” they are ill-
suited for our more secular age.

“The caricature of Milton
Friedman as one who advo-
cated for selfishness or a sort
of chaotic freedom that under-
mined the common good is a
classic straw man,” says David
Bahnsen, a National Review
trustee and managing partner
of the Bahnsen Group, a $10
billion wealth-management
firm. “Friedman’s love of free
enterprise was rooted to his
argument that it optimized
conditions for social coopera-
tion—not that he was apa-
thetic about such.”

If we're going to have an
honest talk about justice, hu-
man dignity and social har-
mony, do we really believe any
third party—especially the
government—will make better

of gray-zone or hybrid war
continues to creep up without
triggering a strong public re-
action. Last week’s reports
that cyberattacks on water
systems in seven states may
be linked to Iranian hackers
created scarcely a stir. That
shouldn’t be surprising. Cy-
berattacks on both physical
infrastructure and information
systems have inexorably
grown into a strategic threat.
There are other forms of
gray-zone war. China is step-
ping up harassment in the wa-
ters around Japan, the Philip-
pines and Taiwan. Beijing is
also using trade as a weapon
in its assault on European in-
dustry and has placed restric-
tions on key exports and raw
materials. The weaponization
of information operations has
brought the most sophisti-
cated propaganda campaigns
in history into American me-
dia and politics. Migration has
become a political tool as
countries ranging from Russia
and Turkey to Morocco hold
back or encourage waves of
migrants to achieve political
ends. The infiltration of non-
governmental organizations,
political movements and insti-
tutions by foreign operatives
is at unprecedented levels.
Cries to “globalize the inti-
fada” are essentially calls for
global terrorism against Jews
and the institutions and peo-
ple who support them. Much
global terrorism was quietly
supported by the Soviet Union
and its satellites during the
Cold War, and one can safely

k

choices than we ourselves
would make?

While market critics are
quick to point out the limita-
tions of the market and its
participants, they place ex-
traordinary trust in the people
they think will fix it. The
beauty of capitalism is it is de-
signed for imperfect people.
Competition limits the harm
they can do and provides real
alternatives.

“The danger begins not
when men compete to serve,”
says the Rev. Robert Sirico,
president emeritus and a co-
founder of the Acton Institute,
“but when they conspire—pri-
vately or politically—to pre-
vent others from competing
with them.”

This is a central tenet of the
free economy: openness to
new competitors. Today it’s

lar in bli as

government intervention
through tariffs and govern-
ment ownership of corpo-
rate shares.

Unlike some of his intel-
lectual supporters, however,
the president is willing to
live with contradictions and
seldom follows his own be-
liefs to their logical conclu-
sions. That’s why there are
so many internal fights over
what the true Trump philos-
ophy is. He would likely say
that he takes each problem
and applies common sense.

Mr. Vance is an educated
man who served his coun-
try in a time of war. He has a
compelling life story about his
rise from poverty and dysfune-
tion to the U.S. Senate and the
‘White House, and he is right to
be skeptical about a classical
liberalism not rooted in truth
but in agnosticism about the
very possibility of truth.

Even Karl Marx recognized
the revolutionary improve-
ments capitalism brought to
feudal society. Yet even among
business elites and other bene-
ficiaries of capitalism, there is
little appreciation for that fact.
1t is especially curious to find
such critics of capitalism on
the right, where many now put
their faith in bureaucrats who
they assume will be wise
enough to impose and run a
system with all the blessings
of the free market without any
of the defects of government-
run i
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well as Democratic circles, al-
beit for different reasons.
From the left, the Democratic
Socialists of America wish to
replace capitalism with social-
ism. On the Republican side,
Donald Trump has embraced

assume that today’s revision-
ist powers are easing the path
for jihadist attacks on Jewish
and other targets across much
of the world.

So far, the public response
to all this is mostly a yawn.
Americans may be umneasy
about the state of the world,
but most haven’t connected
the dots. Until they do, U.S.

He gains flexibility
at the price of public
persuasion and

strategic coherence.
1

policy responses are unlikely
to achieve the strategic coher-
ence and focused intensity
needed to reverse the global
trend toward ever-sharper
great-power confrontation po-
tentially leading to war.

Normally one would look to
the president to educate
Americans to the perils we
face, but President Trump, like
Presidents Biden and Obama
before him, isn’t rising to the
challenge.

Mr. Trump has his reasons.
For one thing, he must deal
with a fragile and combustible
coalition divided between
neoisolationist “restrainers”
and interventionist hawks.
Then there is his negotiating
style. When it comes to deal-
making and politics, Mr.
Trump believes he loses lever-
age when he tips his hand.
Keeping adversaries, the pub-

What ought to give Mr.
Vance pause is that history
confirms one truth about
markets: The opposite of
competition isn’t cooperation.
It’s collusion.

Write to megurn@wsj.com.

Trump s Unpredictability Has Costs, Too

lic and even close allies guess-
ing is part of his method. For
this president, tactical flexibil-
ity is the foundation of strate-
gic success, and he’d rather
keep China and Russia guess-
ing about his intentions than
lay out his view of the world
with the clarity that inevitably
would diminish the maneuver-
ability he craves while making
his behavior more predictable
to his opponents.

These are real consider-
ations, but Mr. Trump finds
himself in a jam. He must
marshal support for the policy
choices he will make in the
next two years and for the
cost of the defense measures
the situation requires. His ad-
ministration has to engage
more persuasively and more
systematically to ensure the
public support the president
will require to respond to a
‘more dangerous world.

Greatness in presidents has
three components. Great pres-
idents grasp the true nature of
the country’s They
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Pushed to the
Breaking Point

The Cruelest Game

By Matthew Futterman
Doubleday, 352 pages, $35

he men’s final between Jannik Sinner and Alexander

Zverev at Wi last month r ash

from the 1990s. Back then, tennis stars such as Pete
Sampras and Goran IvaniSevi¢ routinely hit dominant serves
and played short points, offering little variety or intrigue for
fans. Messrs. Sinner and Zverev made around 70% of their
first serves and engaged in few long rallies. Before Mr. Sin-
ner claimed the title in four sets, a friend texted to say,
“good lord this is boring tennis.”

Tennis is a sport of eras, as Matthew Futterman emphasizes
in “The Cruelest Game,” a snapshot of modern tennis and its
leading personalities. The Sinner-Zverev match was thankfully
an aberration. The sport today offers much on-court variety
and frequently produces exciting matches. A dogged battle
between Chris Evert and Martina Navratilova from the late
1970s—wooden rackets and all—is almost unrecognizable next

to today’s high-intensity pace

and graphite tools. When Bjérn
Borg tried to return to tennis
in 1991 after eight years in
retirement, he played nine
matches without winning a set.
The game had passed him by.
This year, the once-dominant
Serena Williams was similarly
humbled after four years away,
losing in the first round at
Wimbledon.

Mr. Futterman, a journalist at
the Athletic, captures how ten-
nis has moved on from a golden

age of champions such as Ms.
Williams, Justine Henin, Roger
Federer and Rafael Nadal to welcome new greats such as
Mr. Sinner, Carlos Alcaraz, Coco Gauff and Aryna Sabalenka.
The book offers capsule biographies of the game’s young
stars. Naomi Osaka, the author writes, “ticks all the boxes.
She’s exceptionally curious, constantly asking questions, not
simply following commands” as she tries to rebuild her
game following the birth of her daughter. Mr. Sinner is the
“cool northern Italian redhead with the Germanic roots and
the most punishing of ground strokes.” His rivalry with Mr.
Alcaraz has given fans some of the more memorable recent
battles in men’s tennis.

Yet the old lions refuse to surrender to the cubs. Mr.
Futterman portrays this generational struggle as both
brutal and inevitable. As he writes of Novak Djokovic, who
has won 24 Grand Slams, “how could anyone who experi-
ences that not want to experience it again and again and
again, for as long as they possibly can, no matter what
it takes?”

Mr. Djokovic is one of the book’s more revealing subjects.
The author describes the Serbian as “the most curious, hun-
gry, ever-seeking athlete on the planet.” Mr. Djokovic—who
is polarizing and was never as beloved as his rivals Messrs.
Federer and Nadal—is both a rare physical specimen and
a brilliant tactician. He tells Mr. Futterman that he cuts
through the pressure by focusing on sensations such as how
the ball feels coming off the strings of his racket and the
cool press of the ice towel between games. His mindfulness
allows him to play with a freedom that younger players seek
but seldom achieve.

Tennis is the cruelest game for a variety of reasons, Mr.
Futterman contends. It is both lonely and silent, with the
players on their own as they compete, unless they have an
overbearing coach yelling at them from the sidelines. The
unusual scoring system attacks the ego, with champions
losing almost as many points as they win. No other sport,
Mr. Futterman writes, has as many stars, such as Jennifer
Capriati, Mats Wilander and Kim Clijsters, who unravel or
quit in their prime. Tennis, the author writes, “is all about
time—gathering it for yourself, taking it away from the
opponent, battling against its relentless move toward the
end of a brief career.”

communicate that vision ef-
fectively to the American peo-
ple. And despite the inevitable
mistakes and misfires, they ul-
timately find the right people
and the right methods to deal
with those challenges.

Mr. Trump very much
wants to be recognized as one
of America’s great presidents.
Awakening the American peo-
ple to the true state of world
affairs would be a historic
achievement and bolster his
reputation while making the
nation more secure.

The Bald-Faced Truth About Beards

By Joseph Epstein

he question of who is
more vain, women or
men, didn’t use to be a
question. Women had beauty
shops, fashion magazines,
their own designers. Vanity for
them was no sin but a way of
life. A man could be well
turned-out, but if he made too
much of his wardrobe or
grooming, he overstepped the
bounds of good taste. Vanity
was the preserve of women.
No longer, it seems. Many
men now wear earrings. They
walk the streets pomaded,
braided, wearing strangely ar-
ranged hairdos meant to call
attention to themselves. Above
all, men have taken to facial
hair—mustaches and beards,
and usually both together—in
loosely counted but clearly
large numbers. Various reports
say about one-third of Ameri-
can men are fully bearded, with
the numbers inching toward
half if you count goatees and
heavy stubble.
Some say this bearding

trend began with the 1980s
television series “Miami Vice,”
wherein the actor Don John-
son sported a 5-o'clock shadow
that was much commented on.
Yet in the modern era, no
American president has gone
about in mustache or beard.
Does the country want a
bearded president? Or are

‘Who knows where the
trend began, but [
remain clean shaven.

bad skin, weak chins, too-long
or too-short upper lips, facial
tattoos and more. What they
don’t do is relieve one of the
burden of shaving, as they re-
quire a high degree of mainte-
nance. Last time I met with an
old friend I noted the disap-
pearance of his goatee and
mustache. He shaved it off, he
told me, because maintaining
it was too much trouble.
Different professions seem
to have different proportions
of beard-wearing members. [
don’t know the percentage of
with facial hair,

beards so common that it
scarcely matters? Perhaps our
bearded vice president will
find out.

George Balanchine, the
great modernist choreogra-
pher, forbade his male dancers
to wear long hair or beards. He
detested beards, thought them
all fakes—his bearded Geor-
gian father had died in 1937.
No one was more clean-shaven
than Balanchine.

Beards can help cover up

but I suspect it isn’t high.
Lower, I am sure, than that of
male television news report-
ers. And nowhere near as high
as among professional ath-
letes. But athletes work a short
day across short seasons, with
plenty of free time for beard-
keeping. In an earlier era,
George Steinbrenner, owner of
the New York Yankees, forbade
his players to wear their hair
long or have beards. He proba-
bly couldn’t get away with that
today, when, who knows, hav-

ing a beard may be considered
a civil right.

Graham Platner keeps a red-
dish-brown beard. Pete Butt-
igieg has acquired a dark black
one, topped off with a thick
mustache. The podcaster and
news-show panelist Guy Ben-
son seems to change his
brownish beard—on, then off,
then on again—more often
than his suits. Nothing ages a
man more efficiently than a
white beard. Exhibit A: Wolf
Blitzer, whose white beard has
bestowed the gift of perpetual
old age on him

As for me, I attempted a
mustache one summer years
ago while on vacation in Green
Lake, Wis. I had hoped it
would lend me something of
the suavity of Douglas Fair-
banks Jr. After a week, I
looked more like the guilty
party in a police lineup, and
off came the mustache. T shall
meet my maker clean-shaven.

Mr. Epstein is author, most
recently, of “Never Say You've
Had a Lucky Life.”

Tennis has moved on from a golden age of
champions to welcome new stars. Yet the
veterans refuse to surrender to the upstarts.

Mr. Futterman occasionally exaggerates his case with over-
the-top prose. Tennis “appears uniquely designed to double as
an MRI of the soul,” he asserts. “You can do this sport, but it
might kill you”—spiritually if not literally. It is certainly true
that tennis requires discipline and sacrifice, but is this coun-
try-club sport really more intense than, say, distance running,
mountaineering or solo sailing? Mr. Sinner offers refreshing
perspective. Win or lose, he remains humble and loves spend-
ing time with his family. “The most important thing,” he plac-
idly tells the author, “is that we are healthy, that we are having
a nice time together.”

“The Cruelest Game” overlooks some of the most inter-
esting trend lines in tennis today. Despite equal prize money
for men and women at the four Grand Slams, pay disparity
persists at many other tournaments globally. Mr. Futter-
man’s focus on superstars will leave some readers wishing
he’d chronicled the occasional journeyman trying to scrape
out wins and paychecks. And he doesn’t consider how the
best-of-five-set format in men’s tennis looks increasingly
tenuous as matches run longer and cause frequent injuries.
Mr. Djokovic and Félix Auger-Aliassime recently played
the longest quarterfinal in Wimbledon history, at 5 hours,

15 minutes.

Mr. Futterman, the author of “Players: How Sports
Became a Business” (2016), notes how canny investors stake
players from a young age. Alfonso Lopez Rueda, a Spanish
dessert mogul, began supporting Mr. Alcaraz when he was
around 10 years old. The author also has a keen eye—and
little patience—for preening coaches. Mr. Sinner’s ex-coach
Riccardo Piatti, who runs his own tennis academy on the
Italian Riviera and frequently appears on television as a
commentator, comes off as a one-man conglomerate. Of the
beautifully coiffed Patrick Mouratoglou, who coached Ms.
Williams, the author writes, “don’t step between him and a
television camera.”

“The Cruelest Game” is a solid companion as the U.S.
Open approaches. Will Mr. Alcaraz return diminished from
the wrist injury that has kept him from competing in the
two most recent Grand Slams? How long can the fascinating
variety at the top of the women’s tour persist? Might a fad-
ing champion like Ms. Williams reclaim her former renown
in a few weeks? Tennis is a sport that rewards our keenest
attention. It feels impossible not to watch and find out.

M. O’'Donnell is the author of the novels “Concert Black” and
“Above the Fire.”
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Can the U.S. Treasury Save the Yen?

they wanted a world of fiat currencies with
floating exchange rates, and they’re getting
it good and hard in Japan.

][ nvestors, politicians and economists said

short-term policy rate remains 1%. Unusually
for major central banks, that’s negative in infla-
tion-adjusted terms. It’s hard to say when the
BOJ might resume rate in-

Surprise, now they want off Bessent bucks up creases—possibly in Septem-
the currency roller coaster. n’s currency, but the ber, investors believe—at

The U.S. Treasury in recent Japa ,y’ tt what pace, or to what level.
days has joined with Japanese BOJ has to tlghten. Meanwhile, the BOJ continues
authorities in a rare coordi- —— quantitative easing at a pace

nated currency intervention to

stabilize the yen. The two sides have engaged
in large-scale yen purchases, likely to the tune
of tens of billions of dollars. Washington also
is making available a line of dollar credit Tokyo
can tap by using U.S. Treasury debt it holds as
collateral.

The idea is to give Japan more scope to in-
tervene in the foreign-exchange market without
having to sell U.S. Treasurys, which otherwise
would push up American interest rates. This
fear—that sudden exchange-rate swings in
Japan would trigger tidal waves across global
financial markets—is a primary justification for
Treasury to join the interventions. And the fear
is legitimate.

The intervention “worked” over the weekend
to the extent that officials reversed the yen’s
recent steep declines. As of Monday, one dollar
bought about ¥156, a substantial improvement
over the Japanese currency’s 40-year low of
¥164 per dollar last week.

Notably, however, no one expects the inter-
vention to have much staying power. The coor-
dinated show of force probably will deter spec-
ulators for a time. But there were reasons for
investors to sell yen before and none of those
have gone away.

Fiscal policy is an obvious culprit. Tokyo is
indebted to the tune of 230% of GDP. Prime Min-
ister Sanae Takaichi this spring pushed through
arecord ¥122.3 trillion budget for 2026, and al-
ready has supplemented it with a few billion
dollars more for energy subsidies amid the war
in the Middle East. An aging population and
chronic economic anemia raise questions about
whether Tokyo ever will repay the debt, a worry
that all else being equal suppresses demand for
Japanese assets and thus the yen.

The Bank of Japan also bears much of the
blame. Despite much hullabaloo about mone-
tary normalization in recent years, Japan’s

of ¥2.5 trillion in asset pur-
chases every month.

BOJ officials and their political jeering squad
(which includes Ms. Takaichi) appear to believe
Japan’s economy still needs monetary support,
despite ample evidence in recent decades that
abnormally low rates have weighed on the econ-
omy. Tokyo also worries that a withdrawal of
monetary support for the government-bond
market might trigger a financial panic.

That latter point may even be true, but offi-
cials have traded one panic for another by set-
ting in motion exchange-market wobbles. And
instead of causing disruption to the bond mar-
ket, they’ve stoked a politically poisonous bout
of inflation that’s exacerbated by this spring’s
energy shock. No one told Japanese voters that
domestic inflation is supposed to be one of the
“macroeconomic adjustment mechanisms” un-
der a floating-exchange regime.

The longer the BOJ persists in its go-slow ap-
proach, the more dangerous the currency mar-
ket becomes. Recent interventions won’t have
a lasting effect on the supply of yen as long as
the central bank keeps rowing in the opposite
direction. A September interest-rate increase
by the U.S. Federal Reserve in particular would
widen the gap between Japanese and foreign
interest rates and cause more investor flight
from the yen.

A better yen salvage plan would involve less
government spending and renewed reforms to
spur economic growth—making Japan a more
desirable place to invest. It also would require
the BOJ to move more aggressively to normal-
ize monetary policy.

The good news is that Scott Bessent’s Trea-
sury has signaled its determination to work
with Tokyo to stabilize markets. This global co-
operation is welcome, But it’s no substitute for
Tokyo’s commitment to fix itself. Absent that,
no swap line in the world can save the yen.

California Democrats Run Over Newsom

ho has more sway with California’s

Democratic Party rank and file—

two-term Golden State Gov. Gavin
Newsom, or socialist Vermont Sen. Bernie
Sanders? Apparently the answer is Bernie, as
the state party on Sunday endorsed the wealth
tax on the November ballot.

Mr. Newsom has come out against the (sup-
posedly) one-time 5% tax on the net worth of
California residents with more than $1 billion
in wealth on grounds it would cause top earn-
ers to flee. He’s joined by the California Teach-
ers Association and firefighters union that
fear a loss of revenue for schools and other
programs. Democratic gubernatorial nominee
Xavier Becerra also opposes the measure.

On the other side is the SEIU Healthcare
Workers West, which spearheaded the ballot
measure and claims it would raise $100 billion.
Ninety percent of the revenue would have to
g0 to healthcare—namely, Medicaid. Mr. Sand-
ers and the Teamsters are on board mainly to
stick it to the billionaires.

Energy and opinion among Democrats ap-
pears to be on their side. A Public Policy Insti-

tute of California poll in May found that 54%
of likely voters supported the initiative, in-
cluding 76% of Democrats.

A large reason for this support is the pro-
ponents’ misleading advertising, which Mr.
Newsom has echoed in his criticisms of the
GOP’s Medicaid 2025 reforms. Proponents
without evidence say “massive federal health-
care cuts are driving California towards a
healthcare collapse” and the wealth tax is
needed to “keep hospitals & ERs open.”

California’s federal Medicaid payments
have increased 14% ($16.4 billion) over the
last year. Healthcare is among the only indus-
tries in the state adding jobs. Progressives
hope the California wealth tax will shift the
tax possibilities in the party. If it passes, you
can be sure there will be a major push to
make a wealth tax part of the party’s 2028 na-
tional platform.

Mr. Newsom has endorsed a national wealth
tax as a way to blunt progressive criticism for
opposing the ballot initiative and get ahead of
the party’s stampede to the left. But in joining
the herd, he may get trampled anyway.

Blanche Bends on the $1.776 Billion Fund

firmation as Attorney General, after he

signed a document Sunday formally
nullifying his earlier order to
set up a $1.776 billion “anti-
weaponization” fund. At the
same time, the Justice De-
partment clarified the limited
scope of Mr. Trump’s audit
immunity. Credit to Sens.
John Cornyn and Thom Tillis for extracting the
concessions.

Mr. Blanche had previously testified that the
$1.776 billion fund wasn’t “moving forward.”
But the Republican Senators were right to want
it in writing with Mr. Blanche’s signature, since
President Trump insists the MAGA payouts are
a brilliant idea. “I think people were horribly
treated,” Mr. Trump said Friday. “T'd like to see
them compensated for the pain.”

On Saturday Mr. Trump threatened to keep
Mr. Blanche as acting AG and “push hard” for
the fund. Mr. Tillis appears to have taken this
as vindication of his worries. “President Trump
clearly intends to resurrect the payout pot for
punks,” he wrote in response. “It’s unfortunate
that Todd Blanche, who I consider qualified for
the job, will not be confirmed because of this
reversal.”

In the end Mr. Blanche came around. Or was
it that Mr. Trump finally consented to let him
come around? “I think as far as Blanche and the
Department of Justice, we were pretty much on
the same page,” Mr. Cornyn remarked Thursday.
“But then when the president got wind of it, he
wasn’t willing to go along with it.” The rescind-
ing is good news in any case.

The same goes for the audit immunity deal.
Mr. Trump was wronged when a federal con-
tractor leaked his private tax details in 2019.
But he waited until January 2026, after becom-
ing President again, to sue his own IRS, seeking

T odd Blanche is closing in on Senate con-

Tillis and Cornyn get
useful concessions from
Trump’s AG nominee.

$10 billion. When that case was withdrawn in
May, Mr. Blanche signed a broadly worded let-
ter that said the U.S. would waive liability
against Mr. Trump, “related or
affiliated individuals,” and
“trusts, parent, sister, or re-
lated companies.” That pro-
tection would purportedly ex-
tend to cover “any matters”
pending at the IRS, as well as
“other agencies or departments.”

Now the Justice Department says in writing
that the release applies “only retroactively” and
includes only “the named parties in the law-
suit.” On one side of Trump v. IRS were Mr.
Trump, his two elder sons, and the Trump Or-
ganization. On the other side were the IRS and
Treasury. The point is apparently to ensure the
Trump family can’t cite the letter in some unre-
lated dispute with the government.

Sens. Cornyn and Tillis said the Justice De-
partment’s clarification, “in a binding written
order,” addresses “concerns that multiple of our
Republican colleagues share.” Nice to hear. The
immunity memo is no emblem of good govern-
ment, even under a narrow interpretation, and
even if one result is that states and the IRS in
2029 squint at Mr. Trump’s taxes twice as hard.
Despite the efforts of Messrs. Tillis and Cornyn,
the GOP could pay a price for voter anger at Mr.
Trump’s personal dealings.

The two Senators say they’re ready to con-
firm Mr. Blanche. Democrats will complain they
should block him anyway, but since Mr. Trump
can keep his man as acting AG, the question is
realistic alternatives. And as Mr. Trump put it
in his threat on Saturday: “Todd Blanche was
a voice of reason!”

Not implausible. Messrs. Cornyn and Tillis
got the Justice Department to bend, and it’s
good to see Senators use their advise-and-con-
sent power productively.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

When Kids Act Out, Schools Should Ask Why

Tony Woodlief’s op-ed “Restorative
Justice’ Brings Violent Schools” (July
30) is right that restorative justice has
failed students and teachers. Schools
and districts need a standard for judg-
ing any discipline policy—one that
asks what the misbehavior is accom-
plishing for the child, and whether the
school’s response changes it.

As we have argued elsewhere, most
misbehavior is a child’s way of escap-
ing work he can’t do or winning an
adult’s attention—and both restor-
ative circles and the suspensions they
replaced can hand him exactly those
rewards. A child escaping a math
worksheet doesn’t care whether he
leaves on a suspension slip or in a re-
storative circle; either way, the work-
sheet is gone. That is why simply re-
storing suspensions will also fall

only temporarily. A restorative circle,
a counselor visit and a suspension all
take a student out of instruction. It is
di —not the disciplinary
label—that paves the road to the child
eventually ending up in the justice
system.

The fix is matching the disciplinary
response to what’s driving the behav-
ior. For the student escaping his work,
the assignment should wait for him;
acting out no longer gets him out of it.
For the student seeking attention, the
adult’s time needs to come on a sched-
ule, before he acts out—and is never
given as a payoff.

Schools and districts should ask
two things: does the response fit
‘what’s driving the behavior, and does
the behavior change? Schools that can
answer yes are keeping both order

short. and their students.
To be sure, some students must be  JENNIFER WEBER AND CAROLYN D. GORMAN
removed to protect other students. Manhattan Institute

But removal alone stops the behavior New York

Al Companies Like Gas, So Drill, Baby, Drill

1 support Mark Zuckerberg’s advo-
cacy for artificial intelligence (“The Al
Future Is for Everyone,” op-ed, July
29). But there’s a power conundrum:
Though data centers appear to me to be
the fastest growing consumers of natu-
ral gas for electricity generation, hyper-
scalers aren’t doing anything I'm aware
of to increase natural-gas supply.

The Energy Department estimates
that power demand for data centers
will increase by up to 580 terawatt-
hours by 2028. This is equivalent to
roughly 26 times as much power as
the massive South Texas nuclear plant
in Bay City generates in a year, or
about 10 billion cubic feet of natural
gas per day by my math.

Meta’s behemoth Hyperion data
center in Louisiana will have 10 com-
pany-funded natural-gas power plants,
which will generate 7.5 gigawatts of
electricity, and consume over a billion
cubic feet of gas daily. Hyperion’s
“nameplate” solar power generation,
by contrast, will only generate up to
2.5 GW, likely delivering 575 mega-
watts, according to the Energy Depart-
ment’s conversion factor for solar. It is
a green virtue-signal project—not a
meaningful power source for AL

Not Your Grandfather’s ‘Middle-Class Life’

Regarding Jane Shaw Stroup’s op-
ed “The ‘Downward Mobility’ of
Struggling Young Baby Boomers”
(July 30): Younger Americans face real
economic challenges, especially the
high cost of housing, education and
childcare. But part of today’s financial
pressure also comes from how much
our expectations have changed.

Iam 73. When I was growing up,
we had one television and received
four channels for free. We had one
telephone in the house. For years, we
had one car, even though my father
was a successful attorney. He took the
train to work, and the day he bought
my mother her own car was a major
family event.

Meta’s reliance on natural gas isn’t
unique. Hyperscalers are buying natu-
ral-gas-powered General Electric tur-
bines and Caterpillar generators at a
torrid rate. GE turbines are now sold
out through 2029. Even jet engine
makers are retooling to make gas-
powered generators for Al as the
Journal has reported.

Putting electricity generation “be-
hind the meter”—when Al companies
generate their own electricity on site
rather than buying off the power
grid—won’t protect consumers from
data centers’ increasing demand for
natural gas. Even if they have a genera-
tor on their property, these companies
will still compete with my local utility
for the natural gas it runs on, driving
up electricity and heating costs.

I politely ask Mr. Zuckerberg and
the other hyperscalers to start drilling
their own natural-gas wells. Drill,
baby, drill.

WiLLiam D. DEMis
Cypress, Texas

Mr. DeMis was senior vice president
and chief geologist at Goldman Sachs
from 2016-17 and runs Rochelle Court,
LLC.

Our big annual vacation was driving
to Florida and staying in a modest mo-
tel. Children played sports, but families
didn’t spend thousands of dollars on
year-round travel teams, private coach-
ing, specialized equipment, hotels and
airfare.

Today, many households pay for
several cars, multiple cellphones, ca-
ble, streaming services, internet, fre-
quent restaurant meals and regular air
travel. None of these expenses seems
excessive by themselves, but together
they greatly increase the cost of what
we now call a normal middle-class life.

‘We had less, but we didn’t feel de-
prived. Perhaps younger Americans
aren’t only struggling to afford what
their grandparents had, but a far more
elaborate version.

For Once, You Can’t Really
Say It’s the Socialists’ Fault

In his op-ed “Bernie Bros’ Could
Spoil Democrats’ Midterms” (July
24), the people Rahm Emanuel
should blame for ruining the Demo-
crats’ chances are the Democrats
themselves. They were too timid to
assess their 2024 loss honestly and
so haven’t embraced as a solution
moderating their most extreme so-
cial and economic policy ideas—the
obvious lesson of that cycle. That
lack of candid reckoning left the
door wide open for the Bernie bros
to argue that moderation in 2016
and 2024 failed, and that even when
it succeeded in 2020, it left the Dem-
ocrats, as Mr. Emanuel says, “sad-
dled with a poor party image from
the Biden era.” The bros now reason-
ably insist that the Democrats try it
their way, and the party has itself to
blame.

Mark R. GIANNINY
Rochester, N.Y.

Goldilocks’s Guide to Tahoe

Regarding “Lock the Doors, Hide
the Biscotti: Lake Tahoe Is Overrun by
Bears” (Page One, July 24), here’s
what we've learned. Bears mostly are
looking for food, and they find it in
trash left outside, bird feeders and
similar things. They are strong, have
great memories and a wonderful sense
of smell, and they can climb nearly
anything. They are very quick and can
run faster than you can.

If you store dog food in your ga-
rage, keep it locked. Don’t ever leave
food in your vehicle that’s parked out-
side. Take bird feeders down at dusk;
don’t leave them out overnight; the
bear will remember where they were.
At every door and vulnerable window,
keep an aerosol-powered boat horn.
Bears hate them and will leave. If you
have pets, keep them inside when a
bear is patrolling. And never get be-
tween a parent and her cub.

ROBERT PARKER
Reno, Nev.

STuaRT CREQUE
Moraga, Calif.

Mr. Emanuel touts the Affordable
Care Act, Dodd-Frank financial re-
form, and the Inflation Reduction Act
as examples of successful Democratic
legislation. But the Affordable Care
Act made healthcare less affordable,
Dodd-Frank’s high compliance costs
hamstrung small-bank lending, and
the IRA dramatically increased infla-
tion. Now he’s apparently proposing
to raise the minimum wage, despite
the fact that it would cause the 27%
unemployment rate among black
teenagers to soar higher. To adapt
Democratic political consultant James
Carville, it’s the policy, stupid.

Scort KAUFMANN
Kansas City, Kan.

Pepper ...
And Salt
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Letters intended for publication should
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include your city, state and telephone
number. All letters are subject to
editing, and unpublished letters cannot
be acknowledged.

“So much for the relationship stuff.
How’s your social-media image?”




THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.

Tuesday, August 4, 2026 | A15

OPINION

The Horsemen Among the ngh -Rises

By Moira Gleason

New York

hen Conor McHugh

started driving a

horse-drawn cab in

New York City, he was

22 and “off the boat

from Ireland.” At 62, he operates and

co-owns one of the last remaining

stables that house the iconic Central
Park carriage horses.

Mr. McHugh and his colleagues
have held out against a decadeslong
animal-rights campaign to end the
carriage business. But after Romanch
Mahajan, an 18-year-old tourist from
India, was killed falling or Jumpmg
from a runaway horse and carriage in
Central Park on June 17, a renewed
push began in the City Council. The
tragedy, caught in a viral video, has
fueled the progress of a bill, nick-
named “Romanch’s Law,” that would
phase out the carriages by 2028,
burying small businesses and an esti-
mated $30 million of annual tourism
revenue in the process.

New York’s City Council
and Mayor Mamdani
target another business:
the Central Park carriages.

The Mahajan family has joined
with animal-rights activists advocat-
ing the ban and on July 27 an-
nounced plans to sue the city. Inves-
tigations into the cause of the
accident are under way. Utility com-
pany Consolidated Edison has de-
tected stray voltage at the site weeks
after the death, a possible cause for
the horse’s sudden flight.

For City Council members, the
perception is politically damning: If

The Way Out of Trump’s Iran Trap? We’ll Find Out

How do you end a
fiasco?

It is never as easy
as it sounds. But
when it comes to
something you
started through a

i? [l"rgGE combination of your
own hubris, miscal-
g kG;mrd culation and inepti-
tude, the challenge is
—

especially daunting.
To the pain of the debacle itself you
must add the humiliation of self-ad-
mission, even if it is only implicit.
That thing you insisted would be a
great success not only has caused
great harm, it’s been an indictment of
your own judgment and a vindication
of everyone who told you not to do it.

Few of us have the humility to
make that kind of mea culpa, so the
temptation is always to double down.
If we just keep going we’ll be proved
right in the end. Occasionally, it
works. More often it's how mistakes
turn into fiascoes.

Most Americans thought from the
start that the Iran war was a mistake.
Now, five months later, they can see
it is a fiasco. It has not only failed to
achieve any of its principal objec-

By Michael Faulkender
And Robert Wilkie

developed in Beijing 30 years

ago, and the world’s information
flowed through digital architecture
built by the Chinese Communist
Party. Losing the artificial-intelli-
gence race to China would be worse.
No technology in our lifetime mat-
ters more to a nation’s economy and
security. If the U.S. fails to lead,
China will step up.

To understand Al’s national-secu-
rity implications, look at Ukraine. A
country without a strategic air force
can lay waste to its larger adver-
sary’s industrial base and reportedly
destroy more than a third of its
bomber forces. How? The Ukrainians
have learned that clever use of tech-
nology, especially Al can decide the
winner of a conflict.

President Trump’s general ap-
proach to Al policy is correct. The

I magine if the internet had been

you oppose the ban, you must be a
nostalgic know-nothing who hates
horses and wants tourists to die. But
the carriage business has long been a
point of contention in New York City
politics. Over the past two decades,
local politicians have faced lobbying
by politically connected animal-
rights activists on one side and labor
unions representing the carriage
drivers on the other. Opportunistic
activists have taken hold of this trag-
edy to renew their stalled effort.

Beneath all the allegations and po-
litical theater is a well-regulated in-
dustry of small businesses, healthy
horses, and blue-collar workers try-
ing to make a living.

The three stables that house the
carriage horses sit on prime real es-
tate in the Hell's Kitchen neighbor-
hood of Manhattan. A vacant lot be-
tween the stables on West 37th and
38th streets recently sold for $94
million.

“We could sell the stables and
have a nice comfortable life,” West
Side Livery stables manager Tony Sa-
lerno said. “But this is the house of
the horses.” The horses get five
weeks of furlough every year, 24/7
attention at the stables, regular vet-
erinary care and a day off whenever
temperatures exceed 90 degrees. If
anything, they’re underworked, said
Cornelius “Neil” Byrne, who has
worked in the industry for 60 years
and owns the stables on West 37th
Street.

Claims of abuse and neglect have
consistently broken down under in-
vestigation. Pamela Corey, a veteri-
narian from the American Society for
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals,
was suspended from her job in 2011
after she walked back a statement
that a carriage horse that died had
been forced to work with painful
maladies. When the final necropsy
report found no signs of cruelty or

tives; it has weakened America’s stra-
tegic position, enhanced Iran’s re-
gional and economic power,
drastically depleted our weapons
stocks, weakened our economy, and
dealt a heavy blow to our prestige
and global leadership.

The initial temptation is to say
that how it ends is less important
than that it ends, that when you're in
the middle of an unfolding calamity,
getting out is your only priority. But
just as you can blunder into a war,
you can blunder out of one. Ask Joe
Biden, for whom the ovemdmg ob-
jective of getting out of

A horse-drawn carriage crosses 11th Avenue in Manhattan.

neglect, she cited pressure from the
ASPCA as the cause for her false
statement.

In 2013, opponents of a ban ar-
gued that Mayor Bill de Blasio’s
promise to abolish carriages on “day
one” was motivated by an alliance
with real-estate developers who had
their eye on the stables property.
New Yorkers for Clean, Livable and
Safe Streets, or NYClass, the leading
animal-rights organization behind
the push for a ban at the time, was
founded by New Jersey real-estate
tycoon Stephen Nislick in 2008.
While NYClass was lobbying Mr. de
Blasio’s administration without hav-
ing registered as a lobbying organi-
zation, Mr. Nislick and NYClass co-
founder Wendy Neu gave a
combined $125,000 to a nonprofit
supporting Mr. de Blasio’s agenda.
After it emerged that the mayor had
personally solicited the donations,
NYClass, Mr. Nislick and Ms. Neu
paid a combined $10,000 to settle
charges from New York’s ethics
commission for illegal lobbying and

seems to have locked himself into a
particularly fruitless paralysis of
inertia.

In his “Devil’s Dictionary,” Am-
brose Bierce defined peace as “a pe-
riod of cheating between two periods
of fighting.” This roughly describes
what has happened during the
“peace” since the original cease-fire

He isn’t the first president
to get bogged down in
Asia. The others left it

led to a disastrous withdrawal five
years ago this month and continuing
damage since then.

But we know too that to double
down is to fall prey to the timeworn
seduction of the sunk-cost fallacy:
We’ve invested so much in this ef-
fort that to abandon it now would
be worse. In war this fallacy is espe-
cially, tragically persuasive. The
“sunk costs” in this case are the
lives of men and women. Who wants
to tell their families they died for a
mistake?

So since he won’t withdraw and
can't advance, President Trump

To Regulate

U.S. is leading the Al race because
‘This administration removed red tape
that was strangling the industry. But
Mr. Trump also recognizes the need
to prevent Al from being weaponized
against the homeland. Advanced
models are already conducting cy-
berattacks. Biological, chemical and

could be next. Beijing’s engineers are
‘working to steal those capabilities.

The admlmstratlon has begun
building apro-

to their SOTS.

with Tehran four months ago: Iran
has been deceiving us by cheating,
and we keep cheating ourselves
through self-deception.

This weekend Mr. Trump an-
nounced (again) that he was calling
off a planned escalation because Iran
had agreed (again) to a deal that
would open the Strait of Hormuz. Es-
timates vary, but it seems the presi-
dent has backed off escalatory strikes
half a dozen times now and claimed
the war was over more than 30 times.

Al Follow the

Such a body could do real good,
but it leaves a national-security gap
only the government can close.
Judging whether a model has dan-
gerous capabilities requires intelli-
gence about adversary programs,
testing on classified information,
and findings too sensitive to publish.
National-security determinations are
inherently governmental. No admin-
istration will hand sources and
methods to a board funded by the
under review.

cess for testing sensitive model ca-
pabilities. Some propose a separate
industry-run standards body to carry
this work forward. Google DeepMind
CEO Demis Hassabis recently sug-
gested that Al oversight be modeled
on the Financial Industry Regulatory
Authority: privately funded, indus-
try-staffed and authorized to review
models in a 30-day window before
release. The idea is reportedly gain-
ing traction in Silicon Valley and at
the White House.
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To bridge the gap, the govern-
ment should look to an oversight
body it is already familiar with: the
Committee on Foreign Investment in
the United States.

For 50 years, Cfius has made clas-
sified judgments about strategic as-
sets without strangling private mar-
kets. The interagency body, chaired
by the Treasury secretary, screens
foreign acquisitions of American as-
sets for national-security threats. It
has reviewed thousands of transac-

{
L

improper gifts to a public official.

NYClass still leads the carriage
crusade, with Mr. Nislick listed as
president on the organization’s web-
site and tax documents. Its accusa-
tions of animal abuse have lacked
credible evidence in multiple hear-
ings and legal proceedings, and a
lawsuit filed last fall by the Trans-
port Workers Union on behalf of the
carriage workers seeks $1 million in
damages for interference with busi-
ness relations.

Animal-abuse allegations persist
but have shifted to public-safety con-
cerns. “Horses have a hard-wired in-
stinct to run when frightened,”
NYClass executive director Edita
Birnkrant said in an email. “Forcing
them into increasingly crowded Cen-
tral Park and chaotic midtown traffic
guarantees violent spooking inci-
dents, crashes, injuries and worse.”
Never mind that this is the first
horse-carriage-related fatality in the
city on record (e-bikes and motor-
ized scooters caused a combined to-
tal of 21 deaths in the city in 2025.)

That is only a fraction of the heap
of self-deception we’ve been amass-
ing these past five months. Among
other things, we have been told the
new leaders in Iran are “reasonable”
and “desperately want a deal,” but
that they are “scum” and can’t be
trusted. We’ve been told the U.S.
would charge a toll for shipping in
the strait, and then told we wouldn’t.
Allies have been told they weren't
needed and then attacked for failing
to help out.

Some see this endless back and
forth as the enigmatic work of a pure
genius: the cunning of Mr. Trump’s
calculated unpredictability, bamboo-
zling his enemies, keeping them off
balance and forcing them into mis-
takes, all the while enabling the U.S.
to regroup and rearm.

Others see it as the derangements
of a trapped and helpless man, one
with a longstanding reputation for
impatience and inconstancy, a leader
incapable of making up his mind
whether to move forward or back.

I'm an Occam’s razor man myself.
The dizzying twists and turns of the
past four months remind me most of
all of a line from the movie “The
Death of Stalin,” Armando Iannucci’s

Cfius Model

tions, but presidents have needed to
block fewer than a dozen. The over-
whelming majority of concerns end
in negotiated fixes: a divested sub-
sidiary, a security agreement, more
information-sharing. Cfius addresses
security concerns while keeping
America the world’s premier desti-
nation for capital.

The oversight committee
adjudicates national-
security concerns without
strangling private markets.

Frontier Al deserves the same
treatment. Under a “Cfius for AI”
model, deployment would remain
legal unless the government affir-
matively acts to block it. There
would be no licensing regime and
no new agency, and open-source

Notable & Quotable: ‘Deserts’

From “The Myth of the Food Des-
ert” by Kelefa Sanneh in the Aug. 3 is-
sue of the New Yorker:

In the food-desert literature, con-
cerns about diet become concerns
about access. . . . If the aim is simply
to make certain foods more available,
a government-subsidized market
counts as a success merely by exist-
ing, regardless of how many people
shop there or what they buy. A 2019
study found that new supermarkets
often siphon business from estab-
lished ones. . .. [Kenneth] Kolb talked
to a representative from a gas-station
chain that offered sandwiches and

prepared salads seemingly as a loss
leader: these “healthy” options let
the station brand itself as a food oa-
sis in the desert and qualify as a
store where SNAP recipients could
spend their benefits on whatever
they wanted. . . . [Hanna] Garth
writes about enthusiastic volunteers
who failed to interest local residents
in kale, which isn’t popular in the
neighborhoods she studies; for her,
this is evidence that the food-justice
movement is often a “white racial
project,” which might mean simply
that the movement has been shaped
by the appetites of the people in
charge of it.

MOIRA GLEASON

No date has been scheduled for a
full council vote, but the bill has 29
sponsors, more than the majority
needed to pass if it clears the Health
Committee. Mayor Zohran Mamdani
has confirmed his interest in finish-
ing the job, promising to support a
version of the bill with added provi-
sions for laid-off workers to satisfy
the transportation union.

The stable owners and carriage
drivers are confident they know
what’s best for horses and workers—
and for good reason. Messrs. Byrne,
McHugh and Salerno have given their
lives to the horse business. Mr. Byrne
followed his father into the industry
and started driving a carriage in the
1960s, when he was 18. He bought the
West 37th Street stables in 1979. Mr.
Salerno grew up in Sicily, where his
family kept horses. “I was born in a
stable,” he says, laughing, “like Je-
sus.” He got a job as a cabinet maker
and then a driver when he came to
New York.

In the office at Clinton Park Sta-
bles on West 52nd Street, Mr.
McHugh sits at his desk under a
poster of Lady Liberty and her in-
scription, “The New Colossus”: “Give
me your tired, your poor, / Your hud-
dled masses yearning to breathe
free . ..” In his brogue, Mr. McHugh
says: “It’s like she’s saying to the
other countries: Give us even the
people that you don’t want, and we’ll
build the best country in the world.”
He smiles: “And we did.”

The council’s vote and the mayor’s
signature will determine the future
of the business and life he built. In
the meantime, he and the other men
at the heart of the industry are still
there with their horses among the
high-rises—and that’s where they
want to stay.

Ms. Gleason is a Robert L. Bartley
Fellow at the Journal.

in 2029

darkly brilliant farce about the chaos
and infighting that erupted in Mos-
cow in the days after the Soviet
ruler’s sudden demise in 1953. At one
point, amid the bewildering turmoil,
one of the Politburo members simply
shakes his head and says: “I've had
nightmares that made more sense
than this.”

To be fair to Mr. Trump, he isn’t
the first to find himself trapped in a
nightmare like this. He is only the lat-
est U.S. president to be mired in a
war in Asia from which he can’t find
away out. Unlike in Vietnam, Afghan-
istan and Iraq, at least he has had the
wisdom so far to resist a greater mo-
bilization and commitment.

In each of those cases the war was
ended only by a new president. It
seems increasingly likely that this is
how this one ends too—sometime af-
ter Jan. 20, 2029. Despite the grand
claims made for Mr. Trump’s decision
to go to war, the struggle we find
ourselves in with Iran—over its nu-
clear program, its stranglehold on the
world’s shipping, its ambitions for re-
gional hegemony—won’t be resolved
by this president.

How do you end a fiasco? You
leave it to the next guy.

models and startups would sit out-
side the process.

If the government believes that a
proposed Al deployment could pose
crucial national-security risks, there
would be a clear avenue for assess-
ment and mitigation. A committee of
senior national-security officials
would review such deployments on
hard deadlines. Nearly every review
would end quickly and concerns
would be resolved as Cfius resolves
them: through negotiated problem-
solving. Only the president would
have the power to extend a hold.

Government review would be lim-
ited to critical national-security risks
and have a narrow action window.
And the surest way for Al companies
to expedite the process would be to
develop safe models in the first
place.

None of this would make a private
standards body obsolete. Mr. Hassa-
bis’s instinct is right: There is real
work to be done in building bench-
marks, spreading best practices and
producing unclassified security eval-
uations. But when AI models have
significant national-security implica-
tions, the government, not only in-
dustry, must make determinations.

The fastest way to derail Ameri-
can Al progress would be a catastro-
phe that frightens Washington into a
heavy-handed regulatory regime.
Nothing would please Beijing more.
A Cfius for Al is valuable insurance
against that.

Mr. Faulkender is a co-chairman
of the America First Policy Institute’s
Center for American Prosperity. He
served as deputy Treasury secretary
(2025). Mr. Wilkie is a co-chairman
of AFPI’s Center for American Secu-
rity. He served as secretary of veter-
ans affairs (2018-21).
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The spiritual trap of our own image

Staring at
ourselves on
screens, on
video and on
social media
is taking us
to a dark
place.

Catherine Shannon

Everything is strange. We work from
home. We socialize online. Our private
lives are increasingly public. People
pretend to be brands; brands pretend to
be people. We optimize our bodies until
they break. And the more we know, the
less secure we feel.

In this inverted world, we seek to
understand what is real and what is true.
Toknow the truth of ourselves, we begin
at what feels like a natural place: the
mirror. We wish to see ourselves as
others do, and modern life gives us
countless opportunities.

We are constantly confronted with our
own image, whether we like it or not: on
our phones, front-facing videos, selfies,
public spaces (the communal mirrorsin
Aritzia's dressing rooms come painfully
lo mind), our social media proﬁles.

lls, FaceTime, Rij
But we can forget that mirrors both
duplicate reality and reverse it. None
show you exactly as you are. Everything
isstrange.

‘The historian Christopher Lasch
wrote that “for the narcissist, the world
isamirror” Almost 50 years later, this
remains a tidy djagnosls butit d-oesu‘(

of th

ensxs mat we're now facing. I believe the
room of mirrors that constantly sur-
rounds us conjures something unset-
tling, something dark. Itis a spiritual
trap in which the imagined displaces the
real: We choose a fantasy of ourselves
over the reality of others. And that trap
is baited and facili by

TOSEE WHATIMEAN, we need only to imag-
ine our online behavior in reallife, with-
out the platforms that blur the bound-
aries of what's acceptable.

Picture yourself at a cocktail party —
one you're dreading, one for work. A

there is a large mirror, and as you con-
verse with him and answer his invasive
" 3

;’uu donot look at

ma Mml cian his face. Instead,

i you lool; atyourself,
L"d: wrole at your own reflec-
that “for the tion. You watch

yourselftalk and
world is a laugh, you see the
mirror” Almost  face you pull when
50 years later, heasksifyou're

going tohave an-
other kid soon. You
‘monitor your reflec-

b“? it doesn’t tion, correct your
quite capture posture, exaggerate
the extent of your “I'm listening”
the spiritual face. In person, this
crisis that we're  would be utterly
facing. bizarre. People
o 3 would pmha‘;lly ask
if youneedtosit
down. But thisis

what we do, all day long, on Zoom.

Or imagine a so-called skinfluencer
taking us through a haul of her summer
favorites — but without her phone. For

ix mi ight, sh intohe:
own eager eyes, in the bathroom mirror,
speaking to her reflection. She taps the
products, murmuring about — I don't
know — the benefits of snail mucin. You
would call the police. Or at least whoever
is casting the new Ari Aster movie.

‘Thereis something eerie about being
both the speaker and the watcher, per-
forming one’s own identity for oneself,
rather than simply living it. When we
take on the roles of actor, audience and
criticall at once, it's going to cause some
psychic strain.

Historically, we humans have had
very little access to our own image, as
much as we’ve always wanted it. The
copper and bronze mirrors of ancient
Egypt, Greece and Rome — cultures
obsessed with beauty — were luxury
objects produced for the wealthy. During

bagel, and some 17-y Id tourist
zooms inon my pixelated face, screen-
shotsit, and sends it to the family group
chat — “this woman's face lol” —and I
become the inside joke that defines that
New York City holiday for years to come.
It's curious, especially given how little
we looked at ourselves in the past, and
how rare and imperfect mirrors were for
thousands of years, that traditional
wisdom teaches us to be wary of the act
of regarding the self. The three major
American faiths — the Abrahamic reli-
gions of Judaism, Christianity and Islam
—allwarn agamst the dangers of mir-

y mourning period,
both to encourage contemplation of the
relationship between God and man and

thians: “For now we see through a
glass, darkly; but then face toface.”
lslnnuc pmphenc lradlmm (hadith)

vanity f- .
‘The Book of Proverbs teaches that pride
is spiritually deleterious: “Pride goes
before ruin, / Arrogance, before failure.”
Many Christians believe pride is not
only asin, but the original one, and the
worst of them. It is demonic, “the com-
plete anti-God state of mind,"as C.S.
Lewis wrote in “Mere Christianity.”
Prideisa turning away from God, and
anexultation of oneself. The mirrorisa
symbol of pride and vanity, but it also

earthly

the Renaissance, commissioned oil rors, vanity, pr d n
portraits were for the ansmcracy and with the self. knowledge. As the Apostle Paul wrote
iousl: Any fan of Mirror d during shiva,the  about God in his first letter to the Corin-

Tudor history has heard the tale of Anne
of Cleves catfishing King Henry VII1
witha portrait soinaccurate that he
claimed he could not bring himself to
consummate the marriage.

Mirrors were not common household
objects until the mid-1800s, and then
came still images of ourselves, moving
|mages of ourselves and the pervaslve

that
lhnze whxle alsomaking these images
accessible anywhere, by anyone. For
most of our ancestors and almost all of
human history, we were not gazing into
our own eyes, and we certainly weren't
watching ourselves on aloop on Insta-
gram Stories, boomeranging Bellinis at
abachelorette brunch.

LET'S BEHONEST: I shouldn’t know what I
look like taking out the trash. But I do,
because my Google Home security
camerarecently alerted me that there
was a “Person Seen — Back Camera.”
“Person"” is a generous term for what I
saw, which was a beleaguered, ghostly
figure, greasy hair pulled back, hunched
over a bag of trash like an old witch.

We are recorded constantly: in public,
by the government, by private compa-
nies trying tosell us things, even by

1shudder when I thi
all theincidental pictures of myself that
live on strangers' phones. In my own
personal horror film, there I am, eating a

f livi
beings in religious: comexls In Islamic
mysticism, however, a smudged mirror
isametaphor for lhe human soul. l( is
only when

RACTORAPHS BY LYTRA ROBERTS PO THE e YORK TIHES

practice, the mirror is not merely reflec-
tive but permeable — a portal where
something might appear, or someone
may return,

Even the postmodernists have their
own warnings. In 1967, Michel Foucault
darkly described the mirror as a kind of

amix afantasy

the surfaceis puhshed clean, [hul lhe
divine becomes visible. TheQuran is
about pride and

world, a utopia and some weird other
placeon l.hemargms-— which he calleda
The mirror IS onesuch

vanity: “Do not turn your nose up to
people, nor walk pridefully upon the
earth”

The messageis clear: Self-obsession

g€ pl 't
presence and our absence at the same
time. “I see myself there where I amnot,”
he wrote, “in an unreal, virtual space that

is spiritually and weneed to Pt p the sur[ac&"
keep our guard up. Inall three faiths, to
e mirror is a poor, i of Foucault, incl trip,

seemg Itiscovered, dark and smudged.
Itdoesnot reveal God truthor even
ourselves as we are. It is only through
private contemplation, face-to-face
encounters and an inner spiritual trans-

psychiatric hosplla]s vacation villages,
prisons, the theater, the cinema, muse-

ums, libraries, brothels and the cemetery.

In these settings, the normal order of
things breaks down and certain truths

formation that e to truth.

. Each of these places could
serve as anapt metaphor for (he screens,
itors and social media

IF ONLY IT WERE THAT EASY. Like N
we are easily seduced by our own reflec-
tions, by our imagined, idealized selves.
Every day, weare encouraged in this

that relentlessly reflect us back to our-
selves. This technology is a mirror, butit
isalsoamuseum, a theater, a prison.

But seduci Ifis

frankly not how seduction should work.

Mainstream psychology, and nearly
every feature of modern life, puts a
strong emphasis on the healthy ego. It's
acomforting, whole-wheat kind of idea,
an essential part of any balanced per-
sonality. We all know we can have too
little self-love, too little self-care. By all
means, put yourselfﬁrsl set the bound-

this mirrored, d
this doubled existence, doesn't feel natu-
ral. It doesn’t even feel neutral. Some-
thing is off, and when something is off,
Freud has probably attempted to explain
it. He called this “the uncanny,” a concept
that by its very nature resists a clean
definition, though if you've seen a David
Lynch movie, you've experienced it
firsthand.

aries, donthe 3
The opposite message, that there is
such a thing as too much self-love or
self-concern, is not widely circulated on
TikTok. But obviously everything has
its limits.

‘What happens when the limits are
off? Bad things, I'm sorry to say. Fright-
ful things. The reflected self is rarely
reassuring for long. Across cultures,
mirrors have been used by soothsayers,
sorcerers and witches for scrying,
divination and auempls to peer beyond
the visible world. In

Castrati womb
fantasies aside, Freud does a pretty good
job: The uncanny, according to his 1919
essay by the sametitle, “is that class of
the terrifying which leads back to some-
thing long known to us, once very famil-
iar” Itis easy for something new or un-
known to frighten us, but the feeling of
uncanniness relies on its being known to
usinsome way.

The uncanny is adark twist on the
familiar. It emerges when the boundary
between imagination and reality begins

N PAGE I
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‘The Odyssey’ remade for our culture wars

Ross Douthat

[ told my patient shed never
go home. [ was mistaken.

Daniela Lamas
Contributing Writer

I perched at the side of my patient's
bed to give her the

come.
But there is enormous variability in

how we do this. Some of us doctors

are more dire. Others will hold out

hope until a patient is actively dying,

or until the care that we deliver looks

more like harm.
1

news: Her lungs were so scarred

that she required the highest level of
oxygen we could give without a
breathing tube — a level only avail-
able in the hospital. And I did not
believe that she would ever improve.

My patient, Linda LeBlanc, had
three plastic ducks on her bedside
table, and she played with one as we
talked. She asked if there was any
way she could go home. I told her I
didn't think so. We had reviewed the
images of her lungs. She had not
responded to weeks of steroids; she
likely never would.

She would die in one of two ways:
Her lungs would worsen such that
the high-flow oxygen was no longer
enough, or she would decide that a
life tethered to oxygen, short of
breath and profoundly anxious, was
no longer a life she wanted to live, In
that case, we would take her off the
oxygen and provide measures to
keep her comfortable. No one would

fault her for that
‘When decision, [ said.
il She said she
A would think
o provide about it. The
certainty about  pext day, Ms.
how a patients  LeBlanc gave me
disease will one of her ducks
progress, we to give to my
risk i 3-year-old
possibilities. daughter. It
would leave the
hospital, even if

she never could.

1 felt certain, based on my experi-
ence with similar patients, that the
prognostic information 1 gave her
was correct. But I was wrong. Her
lungs did improve, and she went
home a month later.

This should be a purely happy
story. And [ was truly glad that my
patient went home, as she had so
desperately wanted to. But part of
me was left unsettled.

Because [ realized I was function-
ing within a medical culture in which
delivering a dire prognosis with
certainty is seen as a positive and
any softening feels like a failure.
That thinking failed me and my
patient that day.

A generation ago, doctors didn’t
tell patients they were dying. Pa-
tients ended up on ventilators they
would have opted against. The archi-
tecture of modern palliative care was
built to fix that and to teach doctors
to have the tough conversations
they'd once avoided. The fix worked.
But this correction comes with its
own potential for harm. Doctors
today are so afraid of protracting
unnecessary suffering that we run
the risk of being too certain, too soon.

In the intensive care unit, our most
important procedures are conversa-
tions — the family meetings in which
doctors discuss a patient’s prognosis.
There is a rhythm to these meetings.
Early on, we describe a range of
possible outcomes, often offering
best- and worst-case scenarios.
Later, we return with what we be~
lieve is a clearer sense of what is to

tell my trainees who
accompany me in these meetings:

‘We must be as certain as possible in
what we tell patients and families,
because what we say becomes what
is true. If we tell family members that
there is no chance that their loved
one will live, then they will make
decisions based on those words.

1 carried that sense of responsibil-
ity into my conversations with Ms,
LeBlanc and her family. I would not
have told you at the time that | was
overly dire. But perhaps a part of me
wanted to offer Ms. LeBlanc a degree
of certainty after weeks of limbo. I
had been trained, like everyone of my
generation, to fear false hope above
all else.

Ms. LeBlanc was intermittently
short of breath, calm only with an
intravenous drip of anti-anxiety
medication as she waited for the
inevitable. She gifted me another
duck and then the third one, and I
wondered if they were goodbyes, She
did not speak in terms of hope; in
fact, when she used the word once
with me, she hastily walked it back.
She was not hopeful that she would
improve, she told me — simply that
she would breathe more easily.

She accepted the constraints of her
life in the hospital and tried to live
within them. Her daughter brought
her pizza and slushies. She asked to
be taken outside. On an overcast day,
the nurses brought her out, and she
tilted her face up to the rain.

Days passed. Patients left. Others
died.

And then, her oxygen requirements
began to improve. Plans were under-
way for her discharge to a rehab with
the goal of getting home. She told me
she had started to believe that she
might see her cats again. I told her 1
thought that was possible, after all —
that we had been wrong.

When I learned, recently, that Ms.
LeBlanc had died soon after return-
ing home, I wondered whether we
had only prolonged the inevitable.
But the time at home was meaning-
ful, her daughter told me. Her mother
saw her cats. She spent time in her
place, with her things. That in itself
was in a way miraculous.

It would be easy to treat her case
as an outlier, a lucky exception that
should not change how I practice, It
would be just as easy, and arguably
more damaging, to draw the opposite
conclusion — that every patient
should wait for improvement, howev-
er unlikely. Neither is right.

Her story asks me to tolerate un-
certainty longer than is comfortable.
The structures of the hospital resist
this. So does the culture of medicine,
with its pressure for answers, for
plans, for clarity. But when we rush to
provide certainty, we risk foreclosing
possibilities we cannot yet see. If we
are unwilling to wait, we deny our
patients the chance to surprise us —
and maybe to end up home again.

Christopher Nolan's “The Odyssey” is
the blockbuster that launched a million
takes. The interpretations crowd my
social media feed like Agamemnon's
assembled ships at Aulis. They keen in
my ears like the Sirens’ seductive
voices. They ... OK, look, I'm just
saying people have a lot of opinions
about the biggest movie of the year.

And for good reason, because No-
lan’s film is perfectly calibrated for the
contemporary culture war. First, be-
cause its source material is a story that
everybody wants to claim: woke and
anti-woke, masculinists and feminists,
film bros and classicists, professional
defenders of Western civilization and
its would-be revisers and subverters,
Other classics are similarly claimed
and counterclaimed, but not everyone
wants ownership of “The Iliad" (too
male), Jane Austen (too female), the
Greek tragedies (too depressing), the
New Testament (too Christian) or the
plays of Shakespeare (t0o hard to
follow the dialogue). But in life as in
Homer's epic, everyone wants a piece
of Odysseus.

Then, having plucked the ripest
fruit, Nolan proceeded to serve it in the
blandest form. Gone is the sex and
sensuality, the warring deities, the
hero’s outsize ego and charisma. In
their place is a story that’s very Ameri-
can, with tropes familiar from war
movies and westerns, dialogue that
belongs in a contemporary Y.A. novel
and a moralism that’s at once ex-
tremely didactic and extremely gen-
eral. “Civilization collapses when you
violate Zeus’ law" is the teaching of
Nolan’s story, and while you could
imagine that Zeus' law is some arcane
instruction requiring the castration of
a black heifer on the highest peak on
the darkest night, it turns out to just be
the golden rule applied to houseguests,
dogs and Trojans.

This is a critique, but it's also a key
to the film's cultural cachet. If you just
want to like “The Odyssey,” if you just
want to have a good time at the movie,
the bland version still has all the good

stuff — the Trojan horse! the Cyclops!
a bloody homecoming! — stitched
together by a director with a gift for
propulsion and spectacle. If you have a
great enough story, you can reduce the
spice level and still satisfy millions of
customers with the meal.

Then if you want to claim “The
Odyssey" for your own worldview, to
insist that the dominant movie of the

summer is speak-
s ing directly to
Itis bm“'.l' your concerns, the
bland, thin banal didacticism
and didactic. of Nolan’s script is
We can't stop unusually amena-
talking about it.  ble to person-
alized interpreta-

tions.

1 can give you a plausible reading of
the movie in which its portrayal of the
Bronze Age collapse is an allegory for
the crisis of the liberal international
order (Nolan the multicultural liberal,
lamenting the cruelty of ism).
Or a reading in which Odysseus’ guilt
over the sack of Troy is fundamentally
Christian and the monsters belong to a
world that awaits us if Christianity
fails (Nolan the lapsed Catholic, unable

to shake his religious upbringing). Or,
for that matter, a populist reading in
which Odysseus returns home from a
hubristic Middle Eastern war to find
guests abusing his hospitality who
need to be cleared out (Nolan the
British Burkean offering an allegory of
a Europe unable to cope with immigra-
tion).

1 assume the first reading is closest
to the directorial intentions. But the
material is thin and therefore supple,
ready to be shaped by ideological

desire.

Finally, if you want to critique and
hate the movie (and under algorithmi-
cally driven conditions, haters are
hype artists, too), the same rule ap-
plies: The banality can be interpreted
for maximal dislike. Part of the fun of
the “Odyssey” wars is seeing that
happen in all kinds of different ways,
with an original anti-woke critique of
the movie, fixated on colorblind cast-
ing, giving way to left-tilting academic
takedowns and then bespoke right-
wing critiques riding in their wake.
(Four thousand-plus words from the
best-selling translator Emily Wilson in
The London Review of Books on a

ANTINE DACATA/AAGNUM IAITOS

movie she dismisses as “an entertain-
ing way to hide from the high tem-
peratures for a few hours,” then the
pseudonymous online reactionary
Bronze Age Pervert responding with
6,000-0dd words on a movie he calls
“undeserving of a serious intellectual,
ideological or aesthetic review.")

And here [ am doing much the
same thing, accusing Nolan of banal-
ity and then devoting all my column
inches to his cultural achievement. So
let’s give the man his due: He
grasped that what this moment de-
manded was an adaptation of one of
Western civilization's foundational
texts, reworked around the widely
shared assumption that Western
civilization might be finished or fore-
doomed, in a style that allowed every-
one, fans and haters alike, to blame
whatever crime or curse or group of
malefactors (including Hollywood
directors!) they held responsible for
the doom aiready.

His reward will be a billion dollars
in box office, a blank check for next
time and the absolute power to deter-
mine what we'll all be arguing about
in the summer of 2029.

Prioritizing peace talks for Ukraine

GRAHAM, FROM PAGE 1

while European capitals argue that
their actions are a necessary response
to Russia's aggression and threats to

DANIELA LAMAS is a pulmonary and
critical care physician at Brigham and
Women's Hospital in Boston.

YN HLLSON

security.

The situation is not directly analo-
gous to the summer of 1914, but Bar-
bara Tuchman's “The Guns of August”
stands as a cautionary tale of descent
into an avoidable but ultimately cata-
strophic global conflict.

Second, and perhaps counterintuit-
ively, the war is ripe for resolution.
Both sides need to end the conflict as
soon as possible. Kyiv is running out of
fighters and is finding it increasingly
difficult to mobilize men for the front
lines. The longer the war continues,
the less likely the millions of Ukraini-
ans who have fled abroad will return.
Continued conflict will only further
raise the costs of reconstruction, which
already run to the hundreds of billions
of dollars.

Russia is facing its own -

FROM READERS

Which *

will you experience?

Re “Christopher Nolan's zero-eros ‘Odys-
sey” " by Maureen Dowd (column, July
28): Without disregarding the obvious
cinematic values of Christopher Nolan's
“Odyssey,” Ms. Dowd faults the film for
setting aside historical and cultural
values that lie at the heart of the Homeric
saga. Homer's Odysseus, however, is less
focused on quickly returning home than
heis ondeeply experiencing the world.

Over the centuries, Odysseus’ journey
was not always viewed approvingly. In
the 14th-century Italian Renaissance, for
instance, his boundless curiosity —
unchecked by spiritual constraints —
ultimately consigns him toa place in
Dante’s Inferno.

Alfred Lord Tennyson's poem “Ulys-
ses” (the Latin version of Odysseus's
name, alsoused by Dante) offers an
approving reappraisal of Odysseus. Init,
the returned though continuously rest-
less Greek hero relinquishes the throne of
Ithaca to his son Telemachus in order to
set out again into the world. Odysseus
confesses that he “cannot rest from
travel," for hislife is one Iung pursnul of

ience and thy
possibilities of the world.

The classic “Odyssey” is not merely
the reocunnng ol an adventure. Itisa

Each day the war the
future looks grimmer. If it stopped
today, however, each side could claim
victory. Mr. Zelensky could rightly
claim to have preserved what is most
precious to Ukrainians: their inde-

and

deep d anti-Ri
To be sure, close coordination with
European governments will be essen-

\uwum anewand
deeper
human experiences — the pursun of
wisdom, In

tial — their military support,
resources, sanctions pohcnes and long-
term commitment to U inde-

ambitions. Mr. Putin could extol Rus-
sia’s success in thwarting the West's
effort to inflict a strategic defeat on
Russia and in “liberating™ millions of
Russians in Eastern Ukraine from
what he portrays as a neo-Nazi regime
in Kyiv.

Both sides may believe that contin-
ued fighting can improve their bargain-
ing position. But the costs of war are
steadily narrowing the political space
for pursuing maximal objectives and
increasing the value of a negotiated
outcome,

In these circumstances, intensive
negotiations are urgently needed to
seize the moment and end the conflict.
Only i

ic crisis and mounting difficulties i in

has
of access, leverage and pohucal wenghl

manning the front lines. The
costs are rapidly rising and becom’mg
more apparent as the economy stalls.
The failure to invest in cutting-edge
technologies such as artificial intelli-
gence means Russia is falling farther
behind the United States and China,
the two countries against which it
measures its worth as a great power.

toleada

effort, It alone can talk to both Moscow
and Kyiv, as well as key European
capitals, as appropriate. Ukraine and
Russia cannot do this on Lheu' own —

are critical to achieving a
durable settlement. But Washington
should lead the diplomatic effort.

Mr: Trump should send his two
envoys, Steve Witkoff and Jared Kush-
ner, to Kyiv immediately to visibly
re-engage the Ukrainians and then to
Moscow for discussions with Mr. Putin.
No one should expect a breakthrough;
the task is to lay the groundwork for
an intense period of shuttle diplomacy
to bridge the yawning gaps between
the two sides. Given Mr. Witkoff and
Mr. Kushner's other responsibilities,
Mr. Trump should bolster their efforts
with additional experts to spur negoti-
ations.

Success is not certain, and it will not
come as quickly as Mr. Trump would
like, But the opportunity is real, and it
may not last. If Washington is to test
whether this war can be brought to an
end, it should act now, before escala-
tion closes the diplomatic opening that
exhaustion has begun to create.

other words, it's about the journey, not
the destination.
LARRY RUBIN, NEWYORK

Homer's publicist, whose name has been
lost to history, would be ecstatic over the
coverage that his client’s “Odyssey"is
receiving as a result of Christopher
Nolan's film. Most of the critical commen-
tary comparing the film’s representation
of Homer's story with that rendered in
the text (in various translations) has,
however, ignored the basic and immuta-
ble difference between the two versions.
Viewers of the film passively experi-
ence the story; they might as well check
their own imaginations at the door before
they sit down to absorb Mr. Nolan’s
version. But readers of the text (as well
as those who listen to the poem being
recited, whether by alive bard oran
audiobook) are and always have been
active participants; they must harness
their own imaginations to visualize the
people, places and events that Homer
descnbes As it already has for over two

that is why they want to
re-engage. Russia will not accept any
European nation as a serious interlocu-
tor, given what it sees as Europe's

THOMAS E. GRAHAM is the Henry A. Kis-
singer Distinguished Fellow at the
Council on Foreign Relations.

“The Odyssey ill conti

ienced in f
countless people long after Mr. Nolan's
film has faded to black.
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The attack on U.S. history is an attack on the country’s future

M. Gessen

“We live in a country with an unpre-
dictable past.” This was a saying
among the intelligentsia in the Soviet
Union when I was growing up. We
never knew which part of our history
would be obliterated next.

Now Americans, too, live in a coun-
try with an unpredictable past. Two
months into his second term, Presi-
dent Trump issued an executive order
titled Restoring Truth and Sanity to
American History, in which he di-
rected officials to “remove improper
ideology” from the Smithsonian and
its museums, to cut funding to “pro-
grams that degrade shared American
values” and to reinstate some monu-
ments removed following the 2020
Black Lives Matter protests. A very
incomplete list of things that have
happened since that order was is-
sued: The National Park Service has
been removing signs about slavery;
the statue of a Confederate general
has been reinstalled in Washington; a
scathing report by the White House
Domestic Policy Council accused the
Smithsonian of using history “as a
political instrument to divide, dispirit
and discourage our citizens”; and on
July 24, Trump issued a new execu-
tive order mandating that signs be
installed outside the Smithsonian
“warning visitors about the ideolog-
ical capture at the National Museum
of American History””

Re-evaluating history has the po-
tential to change a people’s future by
changing its self-understanding. It
can unite people in a genuinely new
project. And then there is the rewm-

collapsed. Vast amounts of information
about Soviet terror emerged; under
Vladimir Putin that knowledge has
been forced back into oblivion.

Trump wants Americans to unlearn
what they have come to know about
the history and legacy of enslavement.
What his executive orders really prom-
ise to restore is a sense of comfort
contained in the most reductive and
sanitized stories about the United
States — the bliss of ignorance. Trump
appears to believe that the job of muse-
ums and memorials is to instill “pride
in the hearts of all Americans,” as one
of the executive orders put it. The
report from Trump’s Domestic Policy
Council faulted the National Museum
of American History for failing in this
precise mission.

A COUPLE OF MONTHS AGO, | visited Mont-
gomery, Ala., where an organization
called the Equal Justice Initiative is
undertaking a very different project. It
is telling the story of Black Americans.
— TheEJLhassofar

This is how built a lynching
. memorial, a Legacy
. Museum, a vast
decide who sculpture garden and
they are and a public square with
who they a permanent exhibit
‘want to be. on the civil rights

movement. Each

element of the com-
plex, which is still growing, is as pow-
erful as any museum or memorial I
have visited.

Bryan Stevenson, who leads the
E.JL, is a litigator whose clients have
included Black men on death row and
children tried as adults and sentenced
to life in prison. He came to feel, how-
ever, that the change he could achieve
in the courts was not enough. “The real
evil,” he told me — the enduring evil —
“was the narrative we created to jus-
tify enslavement.” It's a striking state-
ment. Can stories really do as much
harm as a vast infrastructure of vio-
lence and cages? His point is that the
slones underlie the violence. Stories

ing of history, which is crazy

‘The Soviet Union repeatedly lurced
the whole country to unlearn what
was already widely known. In the
1950s, after Joseph Stalin died, the
Communist Party denounced his “cult
of personality” and some of the extent
of his terror. A decade later, it re-
versed itself, exiling or imprisoning
authors who wrote about the crimes
of Stalinism. The same process was
repeated when the Soviet Union

rendered Black
pecple as Iess than human enabled
ion. Stories

monuments to the Confederacy, a city
where one in five people lives in pov-
erty, in a state with one of the highest

that rende.red Black people as danger-
ous and predatory fueled lynching and
mass incarceration. Unless we create
new stories, the abuse will never stop.
Stevenson, too, talks about
“States like Alabama have very little to
be proud about,” he told me. Montgom-
ery’s days of wealth and glory are in
the past. It's a city with dozens of

rates in the country.

But the E.J.L's museums and memo-
rials have made Montgomery a tourist
destination, and that has direct eco-
nomic benefits for the city. Most impor-
tant, these institutions have helped to
make Montgomery a center for en-
gagement with American history.
Stevenson believes that the conversa-
tions they foster can and should make

AE N

people pmud He cites as one of his
German

one way to interpret the word “inclu-
sion” in D.E.IL.: a story in which your
ancestors aren't elided.

Stevenson has not received any
federal or state funding for his sites.
The Trump administration, l.here[ore
cannot target them for

the tension between the core story and
these additional facts. Here is a juxta-
position that stayed with me: Jeffer-
son’s daughter by his late wife lived in
the house with him, as did her 11 chil-
dren, whom she educated in keeping
ideals. The chil-

Montgomery exemplifies the conflict at
the root of Trumpian memory politics.

1 WENT TO MONTGOMERY with my wife,
Lynne, and four of my former col-
leagues from Russia who now live in
exile. After a few days there, we drove
to Charlottesville, Va., the site of the
2017 Unite the Right rally, during
which white supremacists flooded into
town, ostensibly to defend a monument
to the Confederate general Robert E.
Lee, and counterprotesters showed up
in droves to oppose their message.
Trump — then in the first year of his
first term — remarked that there had
been “very fine people on both sides.”
Today, a bald rectangular patch in an
otherwise green lawn downtown is all
that remains of the statue, which was
removed four years after the rally. The
city plans to install a sculpture of a
baobab tree there, created from the
melted bronze of Lee’s statue. But
‘when [ was there, I didn’t see any
marker indicating what had happened.
The result is a sort of memorial visible
only to those who know what to look
for, a perfect symbol of both what was
and was not accomplished in the na-
nons last attempt at a racial reckon-

Anolher such symbol is Monticello,

Thomas Jefferson’s residence and
ion just outside CI

All visitors of the house are required to
sign up for a tour, a tightly scripted
affair that, if you listen closely, bears
the signs of numerous edits made over
the years. The original narrative is one
of progress — precisely the narrative
that the Trump executive orders de-
mand. Jefferson was a man of science
and a lover of art; he brought progres-
sive political ideas and maps and
clocks and advanced engineering and
architecture and French

memorials and museums that make
the promise of “Never again,” a pro-
foundly hopeful message.

My traveling companions couldn't
help noticing that when Stevenson
described actions the United States
had taken to oppress Black people, he
said “we” instead of “the government”
or “racist lawmakers.” We asked him
why. “I refuse to give America to any-
one else,” Stevenson explained. That is

food to Monticello. But this story is
now interrupted repeatedly by incon-
venient facts that used to be elided.
Jefferson was a slave owner who fa-
thered at least six children of Sally
Hemings, an enslaved woman with
whom he had a sexual relationship
when she was a teenager and he was a
middle-aged widower. There’s a sepa-
rate tour about slavery at Monticello,
but the main tour did not acknowledge

wi

dren Jefferson had with Hemings lived
in the slave quarters and were put to
work on the estate from a young age.

WHILE MY FELLOW EXILES and | were
traveling in the American South, the
campaign against memory continued
back in our homeland. Putin's govern-
ment had long since shuttered Memo-
rial, an organization devoted to pre-
serving the memory of Stalinist ter-
ror; in April of this year, the Russian
Supreme Court declared Memorial an
“extremist” organization. Two years
ago, the government closed the Gulag
Museum in Moscow. In June, it was
reopened as the Memory Museum,
telling the story of Nazi crimes against
the Soviet people. The memory of
Stalinist terror has once again been
ordered obliterated.

1lya Venyavkin, one of my traveling
companions, is a historian of Stalin-
ism. He observed that Stevenson's
project is, in a way, more ambitious
than anything Russian memory activ-
ists had tried to do: It draws a direct
narrative line from the past to the
present. It makes the argument that
the way we live now is shaped by the
way our forebears organized society.
This is exactly what can make the
project of revisiting the past so vital:
It's not about the past. It's about
choosing our future. Do we want a
future that challenges us to reckon
with the truth and find ways — genu-
inely new and inventive ways — to
deliver on the American promise, or a
future that forecloses the possibility of
conversation and change? I suppose
there is a third option, too: a future of
unease and confusion, of muddled
stories like the one I heard at Monti-
cello, of facts half known and truths

alf said.

I remember a line from a satirical
underground novel I read as a teen-
ager. A boy asks his father, “Did the
year 1937 ever happen? 1 don't know
whom to believe?” That year was the
height of Stalin’s Great Terror. “It
hasn't happened yet,” the father re-
sponds. “It hasn’t, my son. But it will”
1t’s still the funniest and most haunt-
ing way I've encountered of saying
that those who do not face history are
doomed to repeat it.

The spiritual trap of our own image

SHANNON, FROM PAGE 9
toblur, when hidden mechamsms seem
tobeat work beneath

CLOSELYT dthe ny
isthe Idea ofthe double, or doppel-

géanger,ath n litera-

his inner corruption and ugliness. Un-
der modern i image cullure. weattempt

when something appears alive that
should not be. (Or vice versa, in the case
ofinfluencers, who can have that dead,
sharklike look in their eyes.) It is
marked by repetition, by a sense of
something fateful and inescapable.
Freud noted that the uncanny is often
and easily produced when a symbol
begins totake on the full force of the
thingit represems Itis dnﬁu,uli toimag-

therever

ture and film, from 'snovel-
la “The Double” to Jordan Peele’s horror
movie “Us." In German and Eastem
folklore, the i

anomen, a usurper, the shadow self, and
asign thatidentity is unstable. The self
is split, haunted, mimicked and stalked
by its own likeness.

Today. wetreat. uur ownimage — boLh

a
perfect digital doubl thecosltuour
real selves, whoareleft toabsorb the
discomfort and tension between the
two. If you post the good picture, it
hardly matters that you feel sad inside.

The situation is worse than vanity,
darker than narcissism. The mirrors all
around us, especially the technological
ones, divide us against ourselves — and

inthe mlrmr

As

inea p of life s away of more and moreof our lives take placein

online, s(amhzmg our 1denuty. managing our avirtual realm, and we increasingly
The i ffects of pro- and ing a coherent identify with the fantasies of our digital

longed self-viewing are uncanny, in- sense of self. A we begi

deed. A 2010 study from the University Butall of thi: he opposil when wedothis, itis

of Urbino in Italy found that when possibility: The more we try bili easier

health dul dattheirown  our through i doubling, others,

facesin amlrmr u.nder low hght lhe
results

self-observation and — I'll say it —
posting tothe grld the more uncanny

One small way this happens every
day: the general disappearance of
manners. In New York City, [ often

Par huge and fragile we b
deformations of their own faces, an with thy bl "nrndnras
k person, even ical and days, wedon't appi our
beings. saw an animal i tion; weinvil

face, such as that of a cat, pig or lion.
Some saw their parents. All experi-
enced a form of dissociation. Some
subjects felt that the other facein the
mirror was the one watching them.

and go so far as to curate them.
It’s like an inverted version of “The
Picture of Dorian Gray." In !he novel by

omeone walking on the
sidewalk toward me, head down in their
phone, until they sense the presence of
another thing coming upon them, which
in this case is me, ahuman being. This
unbearable game of chicken might have

Oscar Wilde, Dorian keeps

todo with how we've been

portrait bears

DU ROBERTS FOU THE NEW YORK TRES

toview
lhmgs. not people. We see other people
asobstacles to what we want, on side-
walks and elsewhere. Or as things we
can use to get us the things we want. So
much of technology treats usas things
to be manipulated, “users” to be used.
We grow accustomed to this, internalize
it and return that treatment to those
around us.

‘When we look at ourselves, we are
seeking something. We want to be
known, seen and understood. But we
are looking in the wrong place. The
mirror shows us our own self-critical
and sell-exalung gaze — the gaze of
prid; . This is
powerlul even mesmenzmg, but unreli-
able. When we look solely at ourselves,
we fail to encounter anything that re-
sists us; there are no contradictions, no
interruptions. We need the honest gaze:
the gaze of others and the gaze toward
others. To see ourselves clearly, we
don’t use mirrors. We use relationships.

Before I had achild, I was under the
impression that  was avery patient
person. I thought I would wipe scram-
bled egg off the floor without any frus-
tration, read “Owl Babies" for the
umpteenth time without growing ex-
hausted of Sarah, Percy, Bill and their
unnamed Owl Mother. But my beautiful
son has exposed my inadequacies with
alarming clarity. (I'm working onit.) In
our loving relationships with others, we
are drawn out of ourselves and into the
world.

Mirrors encourage us to choose the
fantasies of ourselves over the realities
of others, It’s best we look away.

CATHERINE SHANNON is a writer of essays,
fiction and a newsletter on Substack.
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“Without fear and without favour*

Time for Burnham to smile on UK science

Waning support for basic
research threatens Britain’s
technology ambitions

Andy Burnham has not bestowed his

famous smile on science since taking

office two weeks ago. While his mes-

sages of hope have mentioned technol-

ogy and Al the new UK prime minister

has not talked of the need to nourish the
. o s 2

Then came last week’s announcement
of cuts in government support for phys-
ics and astronomy. Casualties included
scientific funding for the renowned
Lovell radio telescope at Jodrell Bank
near Manchester, reduced UK participa-
tion in overseas astronomy projects and
an end to British participaticn in the
upgrade of a key particle detector at
Cern near Geneva. All lessen UK clout in
global science.

Whlle these cuts were a legacy from

andwealth creation.

Nor have his actions reassured scien-
tists. Many are upset that the Depart-
ment for Science, Innovation and Tech-
nology, set up in 2023 by the previous
Conservative government and just get-
ting into its stride, is being merged into
the business and trade department. The
reorganisation inevitably presages
more disruption. The new business sec-
retary Jonathan Reynolds must make

the timing
is unfortunate for his successor — par-
ticularly the threatened end to active
observation at Jodrell Bank, which since
the 1950s has played a key rolein some
of radio astronomy’s biggest break-
throt

A public campaign for money to
maintain operations at the Lovell tele-
scope deserves to succeed, along with
efforts to reversesome of! Lhe utber cuts.
But the f

Last year’s public spending review
awarded UK Research and Innovation,
the country’s main science agency, a
slight increase over four years from
£9.2bn in 2026-27 to £10bn in 2029-30.
But all the extra money will go to “stra-
tegic government and societal priori-
ties” including Al, supporting innova-
tive companies and strengthening infra-
structure such as computing. UKRI's
core commitment to curiosity-driven
research will remain flat in cash terms
and fall significantly in real terms.

‘The part of UKR1 hit hardest is the Sci-
ence and Technology Facilities Council,
which operates international projects
and national labs in physics and astron-
omy. These energy-intensive fields are
particularly vulnerable to rising costs
and currency fluctuations. STFC said
the cuts announced last week were
worked out in consultation with

bul they still shocked

of those afft

Itis hard to
SeC companics
funding
telescopes
whaose raison
d'étreis to
Investigate

Guter space

sure science and technology are not

d ilable fundi

between researchers’ expectations and

dyithinthel

ment.

g will remain.

Facilities that serve commercial users
as well as academics will have to make

more effort to raise money from exter-
nal sources. But it is harder to see com-
panies funding telescopes whose raison
détreistoinvestigate outer space.

Britain is far more dependent on uni-
versities for its scientific activities than
other European countries, which have
larger state-funded networks such as
Germany’s Max Planck and Fraunhofer
centres. Yet many UK universities are
strugglingto survive financially without
making harmful cuts that would hit the
pipeline of future scientifictalent as well
ascurrent research,

Until now, Whitehall has largely seen

that should be left to sort out their own
problems. It may go against Burnham’s
devolutionary grain but the govern-
ment needs to take a more strategic
overview of the academic sector’s strug-
gles before they inflict serious harm on
the country’s scientific enterprise, Curi-
osity-driven research remains the well-
spring from which wealth-creating
technologies will emerge.

Opinion Politics

How to end the cycle of
Treasury mistrust

Ewan e

Diane
Coyle

carcely a fortnight after
Andy Burnham stepped
into Downing Street, the
commentary about his eco-
nomic policies has settled
into a familiar groove: how will he pay
for things? Scrapping digital ID cards
allows for removing VAT from energy
bills — but how was the ID scheme to
be paid for in any case? What cuts will
pay for bus fares to be capped at £2?
‘This is an absurd way to think about
fiscal discipline. Items like these are
fractions of a per cent of government
expenditure and will not determine
whether the fiscal rules are met. And
the obsessive focus on small changes
makes it almost impossible to form a
sensible view of fiscal strategy.
Unfortunately, the whole frame-
work for managing government tax
and spend in the UK is broken. The
way the Treasury and Office for

A strategic framework
should include public
investment, which takes
years to affect growth

Budget Responsibility between them
negotiate spending choices leads to
terrible decision-making. Ina recently
concluded five-year Nuffield Founda-
tion research project, involving scores
of interviews with people involved in
service delivery, we consistently heard
that the first — and last — question
about any policy proposal was, "How
will the OBR score that?"

Burnham was one of those inter-
viewees, as mayor of Greater Man-
chester. Like the majority of those
with frontline experience, he had a
negative view of central decision-
making. As he told us, “Treasury
orthodoxy and the Green Book have
created quite an unequal country. The
north-south divide is no accident. It'’s
policy. The Treasury needs to reflect
onthat quitedeeply.”

Nodoubt itis now indeed reflecting.
Having contributed for nearly 20
years to Manchester's economic strat-
egy, I find it uplifting to hear a serious
intent to devolve fiscal powers —
almost as joyous as a prime minister
withanorthernaccent.

What does this have to do with the
fiscal rules? Certainly fiscal discipline
isimportant, and the UK’s debt ratiois
uncomfortably high given that
overseas investors hold about a third
of gilts. The bond market does repre-
sent a constraint on policy, no matter

how ill-founded |ts cnllemve mood.
But the und iple for
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Stark warning from the environment committee chair

In May, the Environment and Climate
Change Committee, which I chair,
published our report “Surviving
Drought: Reclaim the Rain”. We
warned that England’s water supply is
under mounting strain — driven by
climate change, population growth,
leaking infrastructure and water-
intensive industries — and that,
without decisive action, drought risk
threatens the very systems on which

people and nature depend.

Now, with half of England and all of
Wales in drought, wildfires raging,
crops failing, reservoirs falling and
hosepipe bans in force, our fears are
being realised before our eyes
(“Britain’s climate divide widens amid
fires and heat deaths”, Report, July 31;
and “Europe’s long hot summer”, FT
View, August 1). As the country faces
heat-related deaths and widening

climate divisions, mainstream parties
must set aside partisan games and
work together to confront the impacts
of climate change.

The term “net zero™ has too often
become a political football. Kemi
Badenoch, the Conservative leader,
should know better. This week has
shown, more clearly than ever, that
such playground politics must end.
The needs of our communities, farmers

and ecosystems must come first.

We must act urgently to tackle
climate change and secure water for
today and tomorrow. The committee’s
recommendations offer a blueprint for
the action required.

Otherwise the devastation will
continue — and, as our report warns,
the taps could run dry.

Baroness Sheehan
House of Lords, London SW1, UK

Three ideas for America to
consider on open-weight Al

Your editorial on the threat of China’s
oopen Al models correctly points out
that America’s best respanse is “to

spending government money should
‘be whether it delivers the right out-
comes. This is the return we want on
publicinvestment. Our research made
it clear that the current system is fun-
damentally unable to deliverit.

The Treasury can count cash out of
the departmental doors, bu( it then
di through d institu-

more -
weight models of its own™ (“The us
should stay open to open-weight A1”,
The FT View, July 29).

Here are three ideas on how to do
that. First, the US government should
offer an advance market commitment
— say of around $10bn — to pay
American laboratories that
lly develop open-weight

tions — national and local, private and
public, arm’s-length agencies and
charities — with little co-ordination or
accountability, no ability to invest for
the long term and scant evzluation.

This lack of control over actual
spending and outcomes leads to
Treasury control-freakery at the point
ofdeciding on policy. I havealist of 10
books of financial rules that a spend-
ing department must observe in sub-
mitting plans to the Treasury, includ-
ing the notorious Green Book. This
manic scrutiny reflects the siloed
structure of government depart-
ments, which prompts a blame game
when things go wrong, embedding a
cycle of mistrust between the centre
and the frontline.

Hence in the areas we studied —
prisons, homelessness and special
education needs — outcomes are get-
ting worse, leading to an inevitable
demand for more spending, then
more interference by the Treasury, on
repeat. The brightest and most dedi-
cated of Whitehall civil servants —
often in the Treasury — cannot possi-
bly know whether a given prison gov-
ernor should refurbish the showers or
instead prioritise staff overtime,

The system needs a reset, or the
mythical fiscal “headroom” will only
ever shrink. Public spending needs to
become more effective by devolving
decision-making powers and account-
ability for outcomes. Decentralised
decisions benefit from detailed infor-
mation and easier co-ordination than
is possible in Whitehall. Local people
know whois responsible if services are
notuptoscratch.

‘The Treasury and the OBR need to
agree a strategic fiscal framework
instead of short-termist game-play-
ing. It should include public invest-
ment, which takes years to affect
growth and sois never “scared” highly
in the OBR’s forecasts; if it does not go
ahead, we will never get thegrowth.

One lesson from Manchester is that
it takes time for education, employ-
ment and health policies to show upin
GDP statistics. But meanwhile, people
have better skills, jobs and health;
almost 20 years on from the first devo-
lution deal, the city region has the
growth. My reading of 3urnham’s
announcements so far is that he has
taken thisto heart.

The writer is research director of the
‘Bennett School of Public Folicy at the
University of Cambridge

models that meet or exceed the leading
Chinese models’ performance.

As with the development of certain
vaccines, current market dynamics do
not provide s\‘.rong enough incentives

BANX

“1M TuST GLAD I SVRVIVED
CovID To SEE THIS

The dangerous trend
around peptide drug use
Re Carson Griffith's piece on the trend
in peptides (Style, Life & Arts, July 25),
the approved use of insulin, the first
peptide hormone to be discovered and
then chemically synthesised, and of
weight loss GLP-1 receptor agonists rest
ona wealth of evidence from

domised trials well-

US Democrats must be
judged on their own merits
US progressives cringe at the presence
of the Democratic Socialists of America
in the same way the vast, vast majority
of Democrats cringe at the presence of
the progressives within the Democratic

]

arty.
Abetter solution (Letters, July 29)
than that d by Professor

defined products, dose, and outcomes.
That evidence does not exlend to the

Albion M Urdank (that the DSA form
their own party) is for both the

other peptide drugs
The early-stage, pre-clinim] findings
invoked in their favour cannot
establish benefit; in some cases, they
also raise potential safety concerns.
Carson does state that the benefits
are not medically proven — and the
dangerous position consumers put

for op given the
urgency of the challenge.

Second, the US needs a carefully and
narrowly crafted legal “safe harbour™
that limits the potential liability
imposed on open-weight labs that take
serious steps to make their models
safer.

This would serve the dual purpose of
both removing some of the legal

removed and to conduct extensive
pre-release testing.

Third, American labs that primarily
develop dosed frontier models
should sell distillation rights to US
open-weight labs, so that the latter can
train on the world's most advanced
models and more qulckly catch up with

that stifles and
further incentivising labs to develop
guardrails that cannot easily be

their Chi
Simon Hadlin
Al policy researcher, Washington, DC, US

m whcn injecting

I from

"

sources.
Nonetheless, as regulatory
safeguards weaken, the FT should be
careful not to let unsupported practices
ibility from the affluence

Nuffield Department of Population
Health, University of Oxford and
Department of Public Health and Primary
Care, University of Cambridge

and the DSA to separate
l'rom the Democratic Party and form
their own parties. This way, both
groups can stand before voters on their
own merits.
William Heck
Newton, MA, US

HMRC’s non-dom data
may have one big flaw

The article on non-doms data (“HMRC
data suggests fears of non-dom exodus
overblown”, Report, July 31) fails to
separate the high wealth, high earners
from the temporary visiting workers.
Were | a gambler, [ could bet the
revenue effects are the reverse of the
implication of the article.

Peter

London SW1, UK

UK

Inside the grey
market for
online
accounts

by Madeleine Wright

n March, an Instagram account

with over 390,000 followers sold

for $6,000. MonkeyLogic

published simple cartoons that

explained the news with the help
of an animated monkey. “Monkey
pulls up to gas station. Same tank as
last month. But price is 40% higher.
Monkey confused. What happened?”
was the account’s take on the global
energy crisis.

A few weeks after the sale, the
cartoons began to change. Instead of
news they were used to advertise
digital products. The new owner,
Lithuanizn-born entrepreneur Arnas
Gintalas, claims the account earned
about $2,000 via sponsorship and
sales in the first two weeks.

Why spend mnm.hs building a

Alejandro Cuevas, a fellow at
Princeton’s Center for Information
‘Technology Policy. Instagram,
YouTube, TikTok, X, Facebook and
Telegram accounts are all advertised
for sale. Prices can be as low as $5 and
as high as $19,000.

DealBaron is “only the tip of the
iceberg”, says Cuevas, Many deals are
conducted via private forums and
messages and are not made public. He
estimates that about 40 per cent of all
YouTube channels listed for sale on
Fameswap, another online
marketplace, had already changed
their identity and content at least once

fore.

It is not just social media accounts
that are up for grabs. On marketplace
22U, sellers claim to have McDonald’s

audience when
you can buy one ready-made? The rise
of second-hand social media accounts
has spawned a new industry of
suppliers (who create the accounts),
flippers (who sell them) and editors
(who keep the content churning).

Rehan Ahmad says he started
buying and selling YouTube channels
while studying for a civil engineering
degree in Pakistan, Three years later
he is now a full-time reseller. While
some buyers stick with the original
content (and might pay extra for a
how-to content guide), others want to
transform it into something new.

On the DealBaron marketplace
nearly 6,300 social media account
trades worth a combined $1.4mn were
recorded between June and December
last year, according to research by

Airbnb " status
and accounts on Uber, Amazon,
Fiverr, Reddit and LinkedIn. Gaming
accounts are particularly popular with
buyers who want to access upgraded
equipment or higher levels.

Louis, a UK-based gamer, has
bought eight gaming accounts since
2023, including one on War Thunder
for £175. He has, he says, been
scammed only once, Skipping
hundreds of hours of playtime and
securing limited edition items makes
the risk worthwhile.

Tech companies are aware of the
trade in second-hand accounts and
are trying to crack down on sales. By
July, MonkeyLogiic was no longer
accessible on Instagram.

Academics say that when accounts

change hands, it can make the

experience worse for other users. A
2024 paper by Mario Beluri from
Saarland University found that trades
“foster fraudulent activities such as
bot farming, harvesting accounts for
future fraud, and fraudulent
engagement”. Cuevas’s research also
indicates many repurposed accounts
are used to promote “problematic
content”, including political
campaigns and financial scams.

Gintalas says Meta has become
more strict on changing account-
linked passwords and emails from
new locations, making accounts more
difficult to sell. Ahmad points to an
update to YouTube's content pohcy
last year that he says
from fulfilling a bulk order fmm a
Korean buyer. “A simple change in
YouTube policy can make you suffer a
lot,” he says. A YouTube spokesperson
said that inauthentic and repetitious
content has always been ineligible for
monetisation.

Some of the sales themselves are
also scams. YouTuber Kevin Scanlan,
who has 72,000 subscribers, found out
that his channel had been listed for
sale when a few confused viewers got
in touch, “I think they [the scammers]
listed it for a couple of hundred
dollars too. I'm not sure why they did
that, especially because monthly it
makes multiples of that so it wouldn't
make any financial sense,” he says.
“Buying and selling YouTube accounts
is like the Wild West,” he adds.
“There’s really no rules.”

madeleinewright@fi.com
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Tax consumption, not income or Al

and businesses makz in markets.
But taxes do distort behaviour. If you
tax something, you get less of it. Taxing

Michael capital gains, dividends and corporate
i income reduces incentives to save and
Strain invest. This in turn reduces productiv-
ity growth, wage growth and living
standards. Although moving to a broad-
based consumption tax would reduce
ntheUS, i 1 d i it would, in contrast,
i alling for increase livi dard;

in capital and corporate incume The US could adopl a Eumpean-style

taxes to support i lue added tax that

social insurance, safety net and
training programmes to help workers

bottom half of houwhnlds Even belter
would be to cul existing| ldxﬁ on capital

and households that mi;

Al-related disruption. Others want to
apply special taxes to Al companies orto
the use of Al tools. These ideas are all
misguided and would reduce the pros-
perity of the American people. If addi-
tional tax revenue is needed, it should
come from taxing consumption.

The goal of the tax system should be
to raise the revenue needed to finance
government spending. It ought to
place a relatively heavier tax burden
on the affluent while not unduly
affecting the choices households

and corporatei;
lost revenue using this new VAT. But if
concern about Al disruption creates
political space for real tax reform, it
would be better still to throw out the US
income tax system entirely.

The system is economically broken
and structurally flawed. Its base has
been nanowcd with myriad exclusions

Itis also politically broken. Despite
the US's massive budget deficits — total-
ling 5.8 per cent of GDP last year, and
forecast toincrease —the leaders of both
political parties seem to agree that the
bottom 98 per cent of households
should not face income tax increases.

Ralher than a VAT, the US cou[d

d

2 broad-di

tothe cur-

research and experimentation to be
deducted in the year incurred rather
than over several years. But much
investment spending cannot be imme-
diately deducted under current law.

A properly designed consumption tax
can raise as much as or more than the
current system, and can be just as, or
even more, progressive. To support

taxes, or higher capital and corporate
taxes — to its development, adoption,
and use. A rising tide does not lift all
boats immediately or at the same pace
— butit does eventually lift all boats.
The carts of those advocating for tax
increases are careening rapidly ahead of
their horses. While the adoption of gen-
erauve Al tools might require large
in federal ding, there is

taxmawaythal

The US could adopt a
European-style VAT that
exempted the bottom
half of households
rent income tax system by taxing house-
hold labour earnings (but not capital
income) using a progressive rate struc-

ture and by taxing business cash flow —
revenue minus includil

ploy atatime of Al d

a consumption tax could include a gen-

erous wage subsidy similar to the cur-
rent earned-income tax credit.

But if your goal is to slow down Al-re-

lated dynamism by i mueasmg the tax

little compelling evidence of thisto date.
But swapping the income tax for a con-
sumption tax makes sense even in the
absence of Al concerns, and addressing
the USs wurrymg fiscal imbalance will

burden on business i on the
financial returns to households from
equity investment, or on Al use, then a
consumption taxisn't for you.

This is a feature, not a bug. AT will
quickly make most people better off,
and over time the productivity
increases it enables will raise wages and

I revenue.
The tax code should not target the
sources of long-term growth. Address-
ing Al-related disruption should occur
on the spending side of the budget, not
the revenue side. And economic policy
should be directed towards advanding
Iong term prosperity. It should not be
d ks 4

and ded: hlgher mar-
et

— at the highest rate facing

ginal rates. It
and penalises households that defer
consumption (by saving) relative to
households that don't save.

For cor the 2025
tax law took important steps in this
direction by allowing the costs of quali-
fying equipment and of domestic

living the econ-
omy. It will also lead to new and better
medical treatments, higher-quality
education, and new consumer goods
and services. Policymakers should not
erect ill-advised obstacles — Al-specific

b y anxiety about
dynamism — or the future.

i

Why Burnham

is wrong about

education and
opportunity

Tim
Leunig

he greatest sin in a politi-
cian is to believe something
is true when it is not. Erro-
neous understanding leads
to policies that are ineffec-

tive, and can do real harm.
Inaninterview last week, Andy Burn-
ham talked about feeling like an
imposter at Cambridge and struggling
to find work after graduating, unlike
well-connected friends. | am a year
younger than Burnham, and we were

The writer is an FT
director of economic pahcy studm at the
American Enterprise Institute

Football gives
Europe arare
geopolitical win

GLOBAL AFFAIRS

Gideon
Rachman

hen Belgium beat the
US at the recent World
Cup, the Belgian players
celebrated by mock-
ingly imitating Donald

The recent World Cup, staged largely
in the US, provoked much Eurnpezn
grumbling about the i
of the game — with the addition of
“hydration breaks”, allowing for the
sale of TV ads, as well as an extended
half-time show that made the World
Cup final feel like the Super Bowl.

All this simmering resentment burst
into the open when Infanting’s sell-off
scheme was leaked. The fact that it had
been cooked up in private with Kushner
— without an open bidding process —

Trump’s dad dancing. It was a pointed
rebuke to the US president — who had
boasted about persuading Fifa, the
world football authority, to lift the sus-
pension of America’s star striker so that
he could play against Belgium.

European football is now doing
another victory dance. Uefa, the conti-
nent’s football federation, has just
forced Fifa’s boss, Gianni Infantino, to
withdraw a plan to sell a stake in world
football to private investors.

On the surface, the dispute was sim-
ply about the governance of the world’s
most popular sport. But the geopolitical
subtext is unmissable.

The lead investor in the proposed pri-
vatisation was a member of the
extended Trump clan — Josh Kushner,
the brother of presidential son-in-law

In 2015, the US had led the fight
against corruption in football. Several
Fifa officials were arrested after an
i igation led by the US Dep
of Justice and the FBL But now Trump's
extended family was being accused of
cooking up a shady deal that would
undermine the game.

The second Trump administration
has been a pretty humiliating experi-
ence for Europe. The European Com-
mission signed a trade deal that meekly

Within a few days,
his proposal. His future as president of
Fifais nowin doubt.

‘Why were the Europeans so effective
over football —when they were so inef-
fective over trade and security? Because
football is one area of human activity
where Europe is dominant. The richest
clubs in the world are based there. Five
of the last six World Cups were won by
Europeanteams.

As the author Edward Fishman has
pointed out, international political
power increasingly revolvcs amund Lhe
control of

accepted US tariffs, without retali
Mark Rutte, the Nato secretary-general,
grinned amiably as Trump belittled and
threatened European members of the
alliance.

But in the battle over the future of
football, Europeans found an issue in
wlnch they could stand united, rally glo-

Jared. Inf: has spent. ki
up to Trump. He invented a Fifa peace
prize to give to the US president. Fifa
opened an office in Trump Tower in
New York and Infantino attended the
launch of Trump’s Board of Peace.

—and win. Uefa’s
ment that its teams would boycott the
next World Cup, unless the Infantino
scheme was withdrawn, was backed up
by the Asian football [ederauon and the

Northand Central

China fought back against Trumps
tariffs by its of

Jude Bellingham and Lamine Yamal.

The fact that Trump was not directly
involved in Fifa’s plans made it much
easier for European politicians to enter
the fray. Calling for Infantino’s resigna-
tionis much easier than pickinga direct
fight with Trump.

The whole affair has also confirmed
the reverse Midas touch of the Kushner
clan in Europe. Charles Kushner, the
father of Josh and Jared, is currently
serving as Trump's ambassador to
France. But his relations with the
Macron government are so bad that he
was banned from meeting French min-
isters earlier this year Meanwhile
Jared's efforts to d pa resort

rare earths and critical minerals.
Europe’s “rare earths” turned out
to be footballers like Kylian Mbappé,

Players like Kylian Mbappé
and Jude Bellingham
turned out to be the

continent’s rare earths’

on an island nature reserve in Albania
have provoked mass protests.

Albania’s “flamingo revolution” has
shaken the government of Edi Rama.
But the Albanian prime minister should
have anticipated trouble. Jared Kushner
has already had to shelve plans to build

the Belgrade project, Kushner’s invest-
ment firm pulled out, noting piously
that — “meaningful projects should
unite not divide.”

Infantino has also ]nsu[md the with-

drawal of hi: dsthatit

both the first
sity. My background is humbler Ihan
his: my dad left soon after 1 started
school, never to be seen again; my mum
worked as a cleaner, a shop worker and
inawarehouse. I went to Oxford and of
course felt like an imposter. 1 get where
the prime minister is coming from.

Burnham’s conclusion from his expe-
rience, that connections matter signifi-
cantly in careers, is not, however, sup-
ported by the data. Children who grow
up poor are much more likely to be
poor as adults than other children. But
this is not primarily about connections.
Resolution Foundation analysis shows
that a child who grew up in deep poverty
will earn just 5 per cent less than some-
one from a more affluent background,
with the same degree from the same
university.

Perhaps connections account for that
5 per cent. Ed Miliband no doubt had a
head start in politics over Andy Burn-
ham or Ed Balls. But 5 per cent seems
pretty small to me. If you had told me,
aged 12, eating (and detesting) my free
school meals, that I could expect to earn
95 per cent as much as better-off people

High-quality, properly
funded nursery provision
and good schools matter

more than connections

in my cohort, I would have been
delighted, and proud of Britain for offer-
ing me that level of opportunity.
Children who grow up poor are more
often poor as adults in Britain over-
Imingly because they do worse at

had unexpectedly “created divisions”.
But while the Infantino scheme did
indeed divide the global “football fam-
ily” — it united Europe.

Unfortunately for Europe, being a
chokepoint for world football is rather
less useful than controlling the world’s
supply of semiconductors or oil. Fcot-
ball, as Jiirgen Klopp, the manager of the
German football team, likes to observe,
is just the “most important of the unim-
portant things™. Dominating “unimpor-
tant things” is something of a European
specialism. I would also back the Euro-
peanstowin aglobal cheese war.

The old continent’s victory over Fifa
and the Americanisation of football will
provide only fleeting satisfaction —
unless the P can develop

aTrump Tower on the site of the f

Yugoslav defence ministry in Serbia.
After organised crime prosecutors
opened an investigation into aspects of

powerovera fewimportant things.

gideon.rachman@ft.com

school. They are typically two years
behind by age 16, and only half as likely
1o go to university. If they do, they typi-
cally go to less prestigious universities
and are more likely to drop out. These
results are bad news for poorer children
whether they aspire, in the PM’s sound-
bite, toa hard hat or a mortar board.
Burnham and I were lucky — his
father, like my mother, wanted us to do
wellin school. | am sure his parentsread
to him, tested his spelling and checked
that he had done his homework. My
mum did all of those things and set me
up for life. Not all children have that
advantage, and that is why properly
funded, high-quality nursery provision
matters so much. Crcaung that good
start in every postcode is in Burnham'’s
giftas prime minister. He should doiit.
Good schools change lives. That was
true of my school, and it is true of many
schools that I saw when I worked for the
D for Edi But itis not

pictureiswortha thousand
words. Or facts. The images
of tens of thousands of
migrants overwhelming
border controls to enter the
Spanish North African enclave of Ceuta
from Morocco are shocking, So is the
death toll of more than 70. The massive
influx offered the perfect illustration for
anti-immigration politicians of a
Europe under threat of invasion.

The EU's weak reaction to Spain's migrant crisis

extraordinary rift within the EU. It has
left Sanchez, one of few western leaders
who espouses a liberal immigration pol-
icy on moral and pragmatic grounds,
lookingisolated.

The EU’s Schengen internal border-
less travel zone is only as secure as its
weakest external frontier. Each of its
member states has an interest in what
the other one does. But the reactions of
European capitals to the Ceuta influx
were hasty, ill-informed and self-serv-
ing. Italy’s rightwing prime minister
Giorgia Meloni immediately demanded
Spain’s suspension from the Schengen
zone. Denmark’s centre-left premier
Mette Frederiksen, an immigration
hardliner, and several other EU leaders
echoed Meloni’s call to varying degrees.
French President Emmanuel Macron

itself. The vast majority of the 60,000
people who swam or clambered their
way into Ceuta last week had returned
to Morocco within 24 hours,

Spain’s European partners also
appear to have ignored

were ablz to overwhelm Spanish border
controls in Ceuta during a diplomatic
row between the two countries. Spain’s
offence this time could be a recent
attempt by Sanchez to improve rela-
tions with Algeria, s arch-rival.

in this drama. Madrid has been careful
not to blame Rabat. It needs its co-oper-
ation, in the short term to take back the
Ceuta migrants and longer term on
migration control and security. It is a

Member states’ responses
to the Ceuta influx
were hasty. ill-informed
and self-serving

“Remember that picture,” said Donald  ordered extraborder patrols. reminder that the EU’s immigration
’l‘rump Tl\ey seem lo lgnore that Ceuta is de conu'ol depends on collaboration wnlh
s socialist zone. Travel- Butgiven th

Sémhez has made a point of delylng
Trump, so he could have expected
i ’s

lers from the enclave have to show pass-
ports and visas to enter the Spanish

the

But not the hostillly he has recelved
from Spain’s European partners. The
Ceuta incident has opened up an

inland. It is probably harder for an
illegal migrant to make it to the main-
land from Ceuta, a small and highly
patrolled territory, than from Morocco

lack of usual personnel on the Morocum
side of the border, Madrid has good
reason to believe Rabat allowed the
influx as an act to pressure Spain. Why?
Because Morocco hasdoneit before.

In 2021, several thousand migrants

When Belarus weaponised irregular
migrant flows into Poland in 2021 or
before that Turkey into Greece, the
EU pledged full solidarity. But not this
time. Now Spain is being blamed by its
EU friends.

Spain certainly has questions to
answer about intelligence failures or

border i Butit

remaining leftwing governments, The
real cause of tension? A proposed
amnesty for irregular migrants who
have lived in Spain for at least five
months. It was supposed to cover
500,000 people but more than 1.2mn
applied. In aletter on Saturday, Meloni,
Frederiksen and 20 other leaders called
on the EU to prioritise “strengthening
our external borders and addressingall
policies that can serve as pull factors,
such as the regularisation of very large
number of irregular migrants”. There's
not much rvscarch to back up the claim
that furtherillegal

true of all schools by any means — and
there is still a huge job to be done to raise
standards in many places, particularly
for poorer children. The OECD's Pisa
scores for educational attainment show
that this is the case in England, and even
more so in Wales and Scotland, where
results for poor children are now awful.

Again, improving schools is in Burn-
ham’sgift, at least in England. He should
ensure that schools in the poorest and
toughest neighbourhoods have enough
money to attract the country’s best
teachers. And he should take Professor
Becky Francis’s evidence-rich review of
the curriculum very seriously. That it
was commissioned under Sir Keir
Starmer should not be held againstit.

If those things happen, more kids
from ordinary backgrounds will do bet-
terat school and have more choices in

ife. Employers should, of course, offer

had half the number of irregular border
crossings of Italy last year according Lo
Frontex, the EU’s border agency. As
Gerald Knaus of the European Stability
Initiative think-tank has pointed out,
Spain isalso much better than Italy at
taking back from other EU member
states irregular migrants who first
entered the bloc via its territory — 1,366
versus a measly 60 in 2024 — acrucial

migration, but it isan easy onetomake.
The Ceuta influx risks undermining
public confidence in EU border policy.
But a knee-jerk reaction by EU leaders
will not help. Instead, the panic speaks
volumes about the political moment the
EU is in: the beginning of a coming cycle
of elections in Germany, I-‘nmce. Spain,
Poland and Italy, where i

work experience, which can open up
new vistas for young people — particu-
larly for working-class children who
may know no one who works in a high-
er-paying job. But what matters above
all, and what is in government’s control,

is providing a high-quality
nursery, school, college and university.
should on that,

under threat from far-right anti-immi-

because that is what the evidence says

partof EU immig

Itis unusual for EU members toturn
on each other in public in the way they
have on Spain, one of the bloc’s few

gration i C ffersa fright-
ening spectacle. Itis not the real story.

ben.hall@ft.com

tohis—and my —goal.

The writer is an economist and former UK
Department for Education chiefanalyst



