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Tariff cheer

But nothing is final until the agreement is signed

fter months of uncertainty, there appears to

be good news on the India-US trade front. US

President Donald Trump has announced that
tariffs on Indian goods will be lowered from 50 per cent
to 18 per cent, a pronouncement acknowledged by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

This could materially enhance the
competitiveness of Indian exports in the US
market and put India in a better position
vis-a-vis its regional competitors such as
Bangladesh, Vietnam, Sri Lanka and Pakistan,
all of whom face US tariff rates of 19-20 per
cent; the new rate is also far below China’s
tarifflevel of 34-37 per cent. Yet, the real
situation is far from clear. First, there is no
indication that the new tariff levels are coming
into effectimmediately. India has since
asserted that the details of the deal must still
be worked out by negotiating teams and
embodied inajoint statement that would then
be formally signed. Consequently, the timing
and mechanics of any tariff reduction remain
undefined. Second, Trump’s claim that India
has agreed to significantly open market access
for US agricultural goods, has been disputed.
Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal underlined
that agriculture and dairyare protected in the
emerging deal. However, within hours of
Goyal’s statement, White House officials
repeated the claim that India has agreed to
greater access for US farm exports. This
contradiction underscores the need fora
formal joint statement that would clarify what
has and has not been conceded.

Third, Trump’s unilateral declaration that
India has agreed to stop buying Russian oil as
part of the quid-pro-quo for lower tariffs flies
in the face of the reality that India’s oil
imports from Russia are unlikely to come toa
complete halt any time soon. Although
gradually coming down, the Russian oil
imports to India are still steadyat 1.1-1.3
million barrels per day. News reports quote
unnamed government sources to argue that
India will continue to import from
non-sanctioned Russian entities. But
uncertainty persists about whether India has
surrendered autonomy in this important
strategic decision. Fourth, there is no
confirmation from India that it has agreed to
reduce tariff and non-tariff barriers against
the US to zero and committed to buying $500
billion worth of American goods as Trump has
claimed. Indian government sources have
suggested American buys of $500 billion could
be staggered over a five-year period. This
deserves clarification as well, especially since
India’s total import basket from the US
remains at about $45 billion at present.

Clarityis required in this hodgepodge of
assertions, counter-assertions and hearsay.
Tariff cuts are welcome news but businesses
need to know not just that tariffs will fall, but
when, because contracts, pricing and supply
chains are negotiated months in advance.
Until the text is on paper and signed,
uncertainty will continue to weigh on the very
businesses that this purported deal is meant
to help. A social media post and hurried
official clarifications are not a substitute fora
formal treaty text. As the slang goes, ‘It ain’t
over till the fat lady sings’!
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Budget borrowing
casts a shadow on

rate transmission

DISCONNECT. The surge in govt borrowing is likely to put further
pressure on liquidity and push up interest rates at a time when the RBI
is trying to stimulate the economy

SAUMITRA BHADURI
SHUBHAM ANAND

udget 2026 has put

borrowing concerns front

and centre for India’s

financial markets. The

government’s plan to raise
%17.2 lakh crore through dated securities
this fiscal is higher than expected,
immediately raising flags for investors
and policymakers alike.

Such elevated borrowing s set to
weigh heavily on the bond market, with
analysts warning that it could push
10-year Government Security (G-Sec)
yields by another 5-10 basis points
(bps), further tightening financial
conditions at a time when the RBI is
trying to stimulate the economy.

This surge in government borrowing
comes on top of already challenging
market dynamics. Central banking
theory suggests a simple chain reaction:
when the RBI cuts the policy repo rate,
banks’ funding costs should fall,
government bond yields should drop,
and borrowing should become cheaper
for businesses and households. Over the
past year, the RBI has delivered a
cumulative 125 bps in rate cuts since
early 2025 to counter slowing GDP
growth.

Yet, has this approach worked as
expected? Surprisingly, the answer is no.
Instead of falling, both short-term and
long-term interest rates have risen, with
long-term rates outpacing short-term
rates, More recently, the G-sec yield
spiked toan 11-month high of 6.72 per
cent, prompting the RBI to advance its
open market operation (OMO) purchase
auctions and infuse ¥1 lakh crore in
liquidity earlier than planned. This
steepening of the yield curve — where

long-term rates rise faster than
short-term rates — signals a breakdown
in monetary transmission. The RBLis
trying to stimulate the economy, but the
bond market is tightening financial
conditions by demanding higher yields
for long-term lending.

RISING SHORT-TERM RATES

The disconnectis not just limited to
long-term yields. Short-term borrowing
costs have also surged. For instance,
commercial paper rates jumped from
9.71 per cent in November to 13.35 per
cent by the end of December, while
certificates of deposit rates rose from
6.46 per cent to 6.87 per cent. This
situation has become more acute as the
banking system’s liquidity surplus
shrank to just ¥0.57 lakh crore by late
January — well below the usual comfort
range of ¥1.5-2 lakh crore.

‘What explains this sharp rise? Well,
persistent tight liquidity is the culprit.
System liquidity turned deficit in
December and has only managed a tight
surplus in January. Subdued
government spending, sustained foreign
exchange market intervention,and a
pick-up in credit demand have all
contributed.

Atthe heart of the problem is the
imbalance between credit and deposit
growth. As of December 31, the
credit-to-deposit ratio hit arecord 81.75
per cent, with credit growingat 14.5 per
centyear-on-year and deposits at just

The overall interest rate
environment could
become less
accommodative,
especially for corporates
and sub-sovereign entities,
as the market digests the
larger supply of bonds

12.7 per cent. This implies that banks are
forced to compete aggressively for
deposits, leaving little excess capital for
government securities and pushing up
short-term rates, even as the RBI
attempts to ease conditions.

Will more RBI liquidity infusions
solve the problem? Temporarily, yes, but
these measures alone cannot restore
transmission unless deposit
‘mobilisation improves. The race for
deposits s intensifying, and without
more savings, pressure on short-term
rates will persist. Therefore, liquidity
support can only provide temporary
relief unless underlying deposit growth
strengthens.

GOVERNMENT BORROWINGS
Borrowing pressures are not just limited
to the Centre. Statesand UTs plan to
borrow about %5 lakh crore in Q4 FY26,
much higher than in previous quarters.
This surge will likely push up State
Development Loan (SDL) yields by
10-15 bps and may lift corporate bond
yields as investors reassess risk and
return across the credit spectrum. Does
this mean additional pressure? While
G-Secs are relatively more insulated due
to their benchmark status and broader
investor base, they are not immune.

The overall interest rate environment
could become less accommodative,
especially for corporates and
sub-sovereign entities, as the market
digests the larger supply of bonds.
Elevated supply from States and UTs can
complicate monetary transmission and
challenge the effectiveness of rate cuts
inlowering borrowing costs for the
broader economy.

GLOBAL FORCES

The challenges do not end with
domestic liquidity and borrowing.
External factors have further
complicated the picture. The rupee’s
weakness, uncertainty over the India-US
trade deal, and Bloomberg’s decision to
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delay the inclusion of Indian bonds in its
Global Aggregate Index have all
contributed to market jitters. Indian
yields are also influenced by global
trends, particularly US Treasuryyields.
Despite the US Fed’s own pivot, US
10-yearyields have remained above 4.2
per cent due to concerns over US fiscal
deficits. Foreign portfolio investors
demand a spread of at least 300-350 bps
over US Treasuries to compensate for
currency risk and emerging market
volatility. To prevent further capital
outflows, market forces have kept Indian
10-yearyields elevated.

Is there more to the story? One can
argue that long-termyields are rising
due to inflation expectations or fiscal
slippage, not a transmission breakdown.
The evidence, however, points toa
complex interplay: liquidity constraints,
deposit competition, government
borrowing, and global risk premiums all
contribute. Both cyclical and structural
factors are at work, but the persistence
of these pressures suggests its mainly
structural.

WAY FORWARD

What should be the next steps? Liquidity
infusions and OMOs can provide
short-term relief, but they cannot
substitute for stronger deposit growth,
more disciplined government
borrowing, and credible inflation
management. The RBI should continue
to support liquidity and encourage
banks to mobilise deposits more
aggressively. Fiscal discipline by the
government is a prerequisite, and
borrowing needs must be contained to
ease pressure on the bond market. Only
with such coordinated and sustained
efforts can monetary transmission be
restored, and policy rate cuts translate
into lower borrowing costs for the
economy.

Bhaduri is Professor,and Anand is PhD Scholar, Madras
School of Economics, Chennai

Big vision, but little relief for agriculture

Rather than address present income distress, the Budget focuses on diversification and tech advancement

—
A Narayanamoorthy

raditionally, Union Budgets
I rarely generated much

excitement among farmers.
Unlike corporate houses, manufacturers
or taxpayers, who can quickly assess
gains or losses, farmers have often found
Budget announcements too distant from
their immediate concerns. However, this
has been changing in recent years. With
rising costs, volatile markets and
declining profitability in cultivation,
farmers now keenly watch every Budget,
hoping for some relief. Budget 2026,
therefore, carried expectations from the
farming community.

The agriculture-related
announcements in this year’s Budget
reiterate a familiar set of priorities. The
stated focus on targeted efforts to raise
farmers’ income, support for high-value
crops such as coconut, cashew and

d: d and the promotion of

Al-supported agricultural develop

Encouraging diversification towards
horticulture and plantation crops can
help farmers tap better market
opportunities and reduce income risks.
Similarly, the emphasis on artificial
intelligence and digital technologies
reflects an attempt to bring Indian
agriculture in line with global
technological trends. In principle,
precision farming, improved advisories
and better risk management tools can
make agriculture more efficient and
climate-resilient.

‘THE MAIN CONCERN

Yet, the central concern fora vast
section of farmers today is not about
future technologies or long-term
transitions, but about present income
distress. On this count, the Budget
remains largely silent. At a time when
farmers across regions are grappling
with poor market prices, rising input
costs and unstable markets, there wasa
strong expectation that the Budget
would concrete to

signal the government’s intent to
modernise agriculture and improve its
long-term prospects. Thereis little
doubt that such initiatives can
contribute to higher productivity,
diversification and income growth over
time.

Support for high-value crops is
particularlyimportant in a context
where traditional cereal-based farming
has become increasingly unviable for
many small and marginal farmers.

strengthen market support and
procurement mechanisms.
Unfortunately, such measures are
conspicuous by their absence.

The problem is particularly severe for
farmers cultivating nutri-cereals, pulses
and oilseeds. Although higher minimum
support prices (MSPs) are officially
announced for these crops, weak and
uneven procurement systems prevent
most farmers from realising MSP in
practice. Unlike paddy and wheat, where

FARMERS. Struggling to recover basic
costs of cultivation

procurement is relatively well
established, procurement of pulses,
oilseeds and nutri-cereals remains
limited. Consequently, farmers are often
compelled to sell below MSP, exposing
them to market exploitation. Given the
government’s stated intent to promote
diversification away from the
paddy-wheat system towards less
fertilizer and water-intensive crops, the
absence of specific supporting
programmes in this Budget is a notable
omission.

Market intervention schemes, price
stabilisation measuresand
decentralised procurement could have
provided much-needed reliefto farmers
facing immediate income stress.
Strengthening p

diversification in a meaningful way.
Without assured market support, calls
for diversification towards nutri-cereals,
pulses or oilseeds remain largely
rhetorical.

Another missing element in the
Budget discourse is a clear
acknowledgment of the widening gap
between cultivation costs and farm-gate
prices. Even productivity-enhancing or
technology-driven interventions take
time to yield results. Farmers struggling
torecover their basic costs today cannot
wait indefinitely for the promised
benefits of future reforms.

In sum, Budget 2026 presents a vision
of agriculture oriented towards
long-term transformation,
diversification and technological
advancement. While these objectives are
undoubtedly important, they do little to
address the pressing income-related
problems confronting farmers at
present.

For Budgets to truly matter to
farmers, they must strike a better
balance between preparing agriculture
for the future and providing tangible
support to farmers in distress today.
Without credible measures to
strengthen market support and
procurement, the promise of higher
farm incomes will remain elusive fora
large section of the farming community.

infrastructure beyond a few crops and
regions would not only support farm
incomes but also encourage crop

The writer isan economist and former full-time
Member (Offical), Commission for Agricultural Costs
and Prices, New Delhi. Views are personal
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Truce, not a climb-down
The US retreat from its tariff face-off
isless a capitulation by India,and
moreaconvergence of constraints.
We conceded selectively. Market
access in specific agricultural items,
limited easing on digital trade
frictions, and calibrated
procurement openings being
tactical, not structural. Our core
industrial policy, subsidy framework,
and data sovereignty are intact. Of
significance, weavoided

The US, by contrast, secured modest
commercial gains in retreating from
ahard line that risked domestic
inflation and supply-chain disruption.
Inthat sense, Washington needed
the deal as much as New Delhi. Our
recent FTAS with others may well
have made the US see reason. The
real test lies not in concessions.
made, but in leverage retained.

R Narayanan
Navi Mumbai

ac he-b d tariff
to preserve policy space for MSMEs
and manufacturing-linked incentives

g States
Apropos ‘Fair balance’ (February 4),
the 16th Finance Commission strikes

areasonable balance by slightly
rewarding better-performing
southern and western States
through the new GDP contribution
criterion (10 per cent weight) anda
modest reduction inincome
distance weight to 42.5 per cent
from 45 per cent. At the same time, it
keeps equity intact with population
at 17.5 per cent and income distance
still dominant, ensuring poorer
States are not unduly penalised. This
gradual shift promotes efficiency
without drastic changes, addressing
long-standing grievances. To
strengthen cooperative federalism

further, the Centre should limit
cesses and surcharges that shrink
the divisible pool and encourage
States to improve own revenue
mobilisation through better
governance. Such steps would build
trust and fiscal discipline.

SM Jeeva

Chennai

Mental health issues

This is with reference to‘Address
mental health issues early’ (February
4). The Budget has finally recognised
the importance of mental health,
However, hardly any attention is paid

tothe mental health of students, Due
togruelling academic sessions,
students are often under stress and
hence harassment of any type may
drive them to committing suicide.
Hence whenever any student shows
signs of depression or differential
behaviour they should be
immediately counselled by qualified
counsellors. The government should
appoint counsellorsin all educational
institutes, and if need be also take
the help of psychiatrists and NGOs.
to assist the students,

Veena Shenoy

Thane

»
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A deal sans details

Both India and the US are claiming victory

—
Sridhar Krishnaswami

hebest thingabout the

trade deal between the US

and India is that no one is
sure of the details. As usual the
announcement has brought forth
the expected noise from
government and opposition
quartersin India;and upbeat
tones from officials in
‘Washington.

US President Donald Trump
set the ball rolling on his Truth
Social: tariffs on India is being
brought down to 18 per cent from
50 per cent because New Delhi
would stop buying Russian oil;
tariffs and non-tariff barriers
against American goods to zero.

But the punchline in Trump’s
Truth Social post was that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi had
committed to “BUY AMERICAN,
atamuch higher level, in addition
toover US$ 500 BILLION
DOLLARS of U.S. Energy,
Technology, Agricultural, Coal
and many other products. Our
amazing relationship with India
will be even stronger going
forward”. And inwhat must have
given critics in India ammunition
is the statement of US Secretary
of Agriculture who said, “New
US-India deal will export more
American farm products to
India’s massive market, lifting
prices and pumping cash into
rural America”, Brooke Rollins
wroteon X.

“In 2024, America's
agricultural trade deficit with
India was $1.3 billion. India’s
growing population is an
important market for American
agricultural products, and today’s
deal will go along way to reducing
this deficit”, the senior
administration official
maintained, blunting assertions
in Indian official circles that
somehow agriculture had been
spared.

Inwhatappeared to be high
praise for the accord, Commerce
Minister Piyush Goyal said, “It
will protect the sensitive sectors
— the interests of our agriculture
and dairy sectors” going on to
make the point that the
agreement would open up huge
opportunities for India’s labour
oriented and export sectors. “This
is trulya deal every Indian can be
proud of.”

OPPOSITION IRE

But the political opposition did
not buy into this positive spin.
“The main thing is that our PM is
compromised. The pubhc needs

TRADE DEAL. The first step cerrv

MAGES.

compromised. He has sold the
country,” said Congress Party
leader Rahul Gandhi. Analysts
were reminding New Delhi that
having to fork out 18 per cent in
tariffs and in return agreeing for
dutyfree on American productsis
nothing torejoice about.

India came away with being
better placed than Pakistanat 19
per centand Bangladeshand
Vietnam at 20 per cent. Of course
China tops the Asian list at 31 per
cent. Also it is being pointed out
that clarityis needed if this 18 per
centis the last word on the
subject or if this has to be added to
the sector specific tax that is being
levied by Washington on certain
products.

The confusion over the
purchase of Russian oil is likely to
continue for sometime for
questions will arise if stopping
purchase by India “immediately”
is putting the brakes now or at the
end of the existing contracts
period. A question further arises if
“purchase”is not permitted from
all Russian outlets or just from
the sanctioned ones. And in the
context of India holding out the
promise of $500 billion purchase
fromthe US, the question of a
time frame arises: New Delhi’s
globalimport billin 2025 is
estimated at $750 billion; and US
exports are expected to be alittle
over $42 billion. A 12-fold
increase in American exports will
be seen as too optimistic or
wishful thinking,

Undoubtedly the lowering of
political temperature between the
USand India augurs well not only
for bilateral relations but also for
the Indo-Pacific and the world at
large. But there is no guarantee
that tariffs will not raise its head
again. Itis Russia today; perhaps
BRICS tomorrow. Ora sober
reminder that a 500 per cent tariff
bill with the full blessings of
Trump is pending in the US
Senate.

to thinkabout this.
Modiji has sold ycur hard workin
this trade deal because he is

The writer isa seni
reported from Washington DC on North
Americaand United Nations

thehindubusinessline.
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Cos may have to speak with Govt only in Hindi

Companies in India, including multinationals, beware! The Government might
soon engage you all in a new conversation, and this time the pleasantries could
seriously test your skills in the national language - Hindi, A quiet move is on to
make it compulsory for all companies that take recourse to Hindi as the
language medium to sell or promote their products.

Anil Ambani group questions gas deal

The Anil Ambani-controlled Reliance Group today questioned the terms of the
gas supply agreement signed between Reliance Industries Ltd (RIL) and
Reliance Natural Resources Ltd (RNRL). A statement issued by Mr J.P.
Chalasani, Director, RNRL, said the gas supply agreement contains significant
deviations, such as term of the agreement, scope of gas block etc from the
agreed position at the time of the de-merger of the group.

AAI employees call off strike

The four-day old agitation by employees of the Airports Authority of India
opposed to the Government’s modernisation plan for Delhi and Mumbai

airports was called off this afternoon.

CKG NAIR
V SHUNMUGAM

he Budget 2026-27 did not
feature any
headline-grabbing reform
announcements for the
capital markets.
Predictably, the initial market response
'was disappointed, indicating the desire
for more substantial reform. However,
the core question is not whether the
Budget lacks dramatic measures, but
whether it effectively enhances
incentives for long-term capital
accumulation rather than just
controlling excesses at the margin.

India’s capital markets have clearly
matured, with increased retail
participation, stabilised systematic
investment plan flows, and a steady shift
of household savings from bank deposits
to market-linked instruments.
Nonetheless, this progress is not yet
complete.

Trading volumes, leverage, and
speculative trading still outweigh
genuine equity ownership. The Budget
subtly recognises this imbalance, but its
response falls short.

SPOT-DERIVATIVES IMBALANCE
The mostvisible intervention is in
raising the Securities Transaction Tax
(STT) on derivatives. Increasing STT on
futures and options aims to curb
speculative activity, especiallyamid high
retail involvement and increasing
leverage. Froma financial stability
standpoint, this measure is justified.
Derivative trading, driven more by
‘momentum than hedging, can increase
volatility without strengthening capital
formation.

However, this correction only tackles
one aspect of the imbalance. Although
derivatives have become costlier, cost on
equity cash market, which supports
long-term ownership, has not fallen.
STT on delivery-based equity trades
remains the same and is applied equally
atboth entry and exit, regardless of
holding duration or investment goal.
Consequently, a structural bias that
favours frequent trading over lasting
ownership persists.

think -bl .7

Cooling speculation,
ignoring ownership

TRADING BLUES. The Budget’s hike in STT penalises long-term household investors
more than short-term speculative traders

bi bah

traightfor
predlctablyfollows incentives, not
intent.

REDESIGN SECURITIES TAXATION
Globally, capital market policy
distinguishes clearly between
speculation and investment. Long-term
ownership is typically encouraged
through lower transaction costs, tax
deferrals, or preferential treatment,
while leveraged activity carries higher
friction. India’s current STT framework
blurs this distinction. The Budget’s
decision to raise derivative STT without
addressing equity cash transactions
corrects excess at the top, but does little
toreward behaviour at the base.

The same incompleteness is visible in
the treatment of long-term capital gains.
While stability in capital gains taxation

This Ty is signi A
household investor purchasing shares to
build long-term wealth pays more
transaction tax than a short-term trader,
whoalso does so in leveraged
derivatives, despite their fundamentally
different economicroles.
Delivery-based equity investing
provides patient risk capital, encourages
new listings, enhances corporate
balance sheets, and stabilises price
discovery.

Incontrast, leveraged trading, which
is useful for liquidity and hedging, does
not perform the same developmental
functions. When the system rewards
financial engineering over

iswel , stability alone is not reform.
India continues to tax long-term equity
gains ina manner that is neither
especially competitive nor clearly
aligned with its goal of deepening equity
ownership. Fora market seeking to

The Budget’s decision to
raise derivative STT
without addressing
equity cash transactions
corrects excess at the top,
but does little to reward
behaviour at the base

channel avings into
productive enterprises, the absence of
incentives for longer holding periods
remains agap.

This matters even more in light of the
policy emphasis on moving savings out
of bank deposits into markets and
market-based instruments. Deposits

Another option is to explicitly exempt
delivery-based trades, offsetting this by
raising levies on leveraged products.
This strategy would better align
transaction costs with economic
purpose.

Similarly, policy on long-term capital
gains should explicitly promote the

offer certainty, si and low

friction. Markets, by contrast, demand
risk tolerance and long-term
commitment. If transaction costs and
exit taxes remain relatively high for
delivery-based equity, households will
continue to gravitate toward products
that offer leverage, optionality, or
short-term gains —ironically, the very
‘behaviour regulators seek to restrain.
The Budget makes positive advances
in other areas. Measures to strengthen
corporate bond markets, promote
‘market-making, and expand municipal
bond issuance, are all part of a broader
effort to diversify financing through
markets. Over time, these steps can
reduce reliance on bank creditand
expand investment options for
institutions and households. However,
their effects will be slow and indirect.
‘What is needed is a clear move from
simply cooling speculation to actively
incentivising ownership. If STT is to
continue as a policy tool, it should be
restructured to better reflect its
purpose. Delivery-based equity
transactions could be taxed at
significantly lower rates than
derivatives, or taxed only upon exit.

of holding duration.
Reduced rates for extended holding
periods or indexation benefits that
incentivise patience would reinforce the
idea that equity ownership is not merely
accepted but actively supported.

Such changes would not threaten
market stability; instead, they would
strengthen it by encor
fundamental-based participation rather
than momentum trading.

RIGHT DIRECTION; INCOMPLETE
JOURNEY

Budget 2026-27 signals caution and
stability while resisting excessive
leverage. However, capital market
reforms must go beyond mere restraint.
India’s growth relies on markets that
incentivise ownership and curb
speculation simultaneously.

Until taxand transaction policies
distinguish between these, transition
from trading to investing will stay
unfinished. The Budget providesa
direction but stops short of completing
the journey.

Nair is former Director, National Institute of Securities
Markets; Shunmugam is Partner, MCQube

Washington Post starts massive layoff

Guts sports and shrinks foreign coverage, says source

Reuters

staff on Wednesday that it was

starting a widespread layoff that
would gut its sports department and
shrink the international footprint, a
source familiar with the matter told
Reuters.

The job cuts were announced by Ex-
ecutive Editor Matt Murray on a call
with employees, the source said, re-
questing anonymity as the matter was
private.

“Wewillbe closing the sports depart-
ment in its current form,” Murray said
in a company-wide call that began at
8:30a.m. ET. The call transcript was
shared with Reuters by the source.

“All departments are unpacted Polit-
ics and government will remain our
largest desk and will remain central to

T 'he Washington Post informed its

our mgngement and  subscriber
growth.”

The Post did not immediately re-
spond to a Reuters request for
comment.

‘The move comes days after the news-

paper scaled back its coverage of the
2026 Winter Olympics amid mounting
financial losses.

News outlets are struggling to main-
tain a sustainable business model after
the internet upended the economics of

journalism, shifting trust toward creat-
ors and causing digital ad rates to tank.

‘The more than 145-year-old newspa-
per made changes across several busi-
ness functions to navigate those chal-
lenges by announcing job cuts last year,
saying the reductions would not impact
its newsroom.

The Washington Post, owned by
Amazon.com founder Jeff Bezos, has
been cutting costs in recent years. It
offered voluntary separation packages
to employees across all functions in
2023 amid losses of $100 million.

In a letter to Bezos last week (Janu-
ary 29), The Post’s White House staff
said their most impactful coverage de-
pends heavily on collaboration with
teamsatrisk of job cutsand thata diver-
sified newsroom is essential at a time
when the paper faces financial
challenges.
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EASY NOTSOEASY

ACROSS DOWN ACROSS DOWN

01. Down-to-earth (6-2-4) 02. Wrong, unsuitable (5) 01, Itis not fanciful craft to me, fat though 02. There's something wrong witha
08. May be copied (8) 03. Device by which projectile leaves it may be (6-2-4) female teacher (5)

09. Role (4)

11. Social division in India (5)
12. Testing, decisive (7)

13. Foolish or irritating
person (4)

15. Chair (4)

19. Roughly sketch (7)

20. Vision (5)

22. Summit, tip (4)

23, Bolide, ball-lightning (8)
24, Oppressive, demanding
too much (12)

smoke-trail (6)

04, Widow (archaic) (6)

05, Eager desire for wealth (7)

06. Idle, empty talk (6-6)

07. Despairing, without comfort (12)
10. Source of merriment (3)

14, Withdrawal (7)

16. Attack of epilepsy (3)

17. Florentine family of Renaissance
art patrons (6)

18. Behind, at sea (6)

21. Junction of stock and scion (5)

08. One cooking timbale that can be copied (8)

09. Leave one another something to play (4)

11. Class of actors in India, to the audience (5)

12. Itis essential for it to be made like a cross (7)
13. Irritating person sent half the children back (4)
15. One’s country abode in a position of authority (4)
19. General statement will leave out the shading (7)
20. It enables one'to see a good deal (5)

22. Topmost point anthropoid gets to'is ten (4)

23. Abolide might be brief with everything

that comes after (8)

24. Very highly priced tree : no taxi to shift it (12)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2609

ACROSS 1. Ballad 8. Prize 9. Panacea 11. Draughts 12. Stone 15. Chin 16. Ego 17. Ease 19. Divan 21. Prospect 24. Eastern 25. Redan 26. Needle
DOWN 2. Avast 3. Learning 4. Deed 5. Spout 6. Wish 7. Less 10. Arrogance 12. Sock 13. Belittle 14. Fern 18. Spank 20. Aural 21. Port 22. Odds 23. Tarn

03. Bullet one can see making a crater (6)
04. 0ld widow got fifty in a trice perhaps (6)

05. Cupidity with which | crave a version of it (7)
06. Gossip brings about little battle for rhymesters (6-6)
07. Very sad, it takes but a second to sail out of it (12)

10. Amusement is not completely defunct (3)

14. Fall back on the buying of another round of drinks? (7)
16.1n good condition it will conform to one’s shape

and size (3)

17. Florentine family f'm playing dice with (6)
18. Flower Noah initially left behind him (6)
21.1t's hard work, having a transplant (5)

+
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Cautious Reset

he announcement of a long-delayed trade

understanding between India and the United States

has brought a palpable sense of relief in Delhi’s policy

and business circles. After months of uncertainty
triggered by sharply higher US tariffs, the reduction of duties to
18 per cent offers immediate breathing space for exporters and
financial markets alike. Yet the absence of formal
documentation and clarity on scope suggests that relief should
be tempered with restraint.

Atabasic level, the tariff rollback removes a destabilising
overhang, The earlier hike had inflicted damage across
employment-intensive sectors such as le\uks, seafood, and
gems, while contributing to currency volatility and foreign
capital outflows. Bringing India's tariff exposure closer to that of
its Asian peers restores some competitiveness and reinforces
the country’s pitch as a credible manufacturing alternative amid
global supply-chain realignment. However, the political
messaging surrounding the announcement has raced well
ahead of policy detail. Claims that India has committed to
ending Russian oil purchases, embracing “Buy American”
provisions, or importing hundreds of billions of dollars' worth
of US goods remain unverified. Such assertions. if left

ified. risk di: public exy s on both sides
and complicating domestic political management in India -
especially on agriculture and energy, where sensitivities run
deep. The timing of the US move is equally significant. Over the
past year, tariff pressure from Washington forced Delhi to
accelerate trade di fication, culminating in a landmark
agreement with the European Union and a flurry of other deals.
That pivot reduced India’s dependence on a single export
market and strengthened its negotiating hand. In that sense,
the US concession reflects not just bilateral diplomacy, but a
recalibration shaped by India’s expanded options.

From a geopolitical standpoint, the reset carries weight. The
trade rupture had nudged India closer to a posture of strategic
hedging, dcepcmna engagement with multiple power centres at
. A paruul repair of economic ties with Washington
~but it does not automatically reverse it
ins anchored in autonomy, not
al.lgnmcm and any durable shift will depend on whether
economic cooperation is matched by predictability and respect
for India’s domestic constraints.

The central question, therefore, is not whether the
announcement is positive ~ it is ~ but whether it evolves into a
structured, enforceable framework. Without a jointly neguLLued
text specifying product coverage, timelines, safeguards and
dispute the amount to political
signalling rather than commercial certainty. Crucially, markets
will judge success not by presidential declarations, but by
whether exporters see predictable access, investors see stability,
and policymakers see disputes resolved through institutions
rather than sudden tariff shocks. For India, the episode offers a
broader lesson. Trade resilience lies not in celebrating tariff
relief, butin buy.lduw flexibility ~ through diversified markets,
competitive g and calibrated If'the
current thaw leads to a stable, phased engagement with the US,
it will be a gain. Until then, caution, not triumphalism. is the
wiser response.

Networked Warfare

he Ukraine war has long blurred the boundary

between state power and private capability, but the

latest restrictions on satellite connectivity expose just

how decisively that line has shifted. When a
commercial satellite network becomes embedded in frontline
operations, decisions taken far from the battlefield can alter the
balance of force in real time.

Russia’s reported use of satellite-linked drones marked a
dangerous escalation not because the technology was new, but
because it reduced traditional counter-measures to near
irrelevance. Low-flying, remotely piloted drones that cannot be
jammed effectively compress response times and expand the
attacker's reach. That such systems could be enabled through
commercially available infrastructure underscores how modern
warfare increasingly relies on tools never designed for war.

Ukraine’s response ~ working with the provider to restrict
unauthorised use ~ has yielded immediate tactical dividends.
Speed limits on mobile terminals and tighter control over
registered devices may sound bureaucratic, but in a conflict
defined by milliseconds and bandwidth, they matter.
Connectivity has become as strategic as ammunition, and
denying it selectively can be as decisive as destroying hardware.

Yet this episode also reveals an uncomfortable dependence.
Ukraine’s military communications, logistics and battlefield
coordination are deeply entwined with a privately owned
system outside direct government control. While the
cooperation has so far dh"nCd with Kyiv’s interests, it rests on
goodwill rather than treaty obligations. That asymmetry
introduces uncertainty into a war where predictability is
already scarce. The controversy also reflects a broader
transformation in how wars are constrained. Traditional
international law assumes that states monopolise the tools of
force. But satellite constellations, cloud services and artificial
intelli platforms a ned by companies operating
across jurisdictions. Their policies, risk calculations and
political views now shape what is possible in war zones. This
diffusion of power comp\ic‘m:s accountability: when access is
limited or restored, is it a strategic decision, a commercial one,
or something in between? For Russia, the setback illustrates the
limits of ledm()luglul improvisation. Adapting civilian systems
for military use can deliver rapid gains, but they also create
vulnerabilities if access can be revoked or throttled. The same
tools that offer flexibility can become choke points when
control is centralised elsewhere,

For Ukraine, the lesson is more complex. External
technological support has been indispes le, but reliance
carries long-term risks. The push to whitelist terminals and
tighten oversight is not merely defensive; it is an attempt to
reclaim a measure of sovereignty over critical infrastructure.
Whether that effort can be sustained amid a protracted war
remains an open question. Ultimately, this episode is less about
one company or one battlefield tactic than about the
changing architecture of conflict itself. Wars are no longer
fought solely by armies and states, but !Ju'uu},h networks,
platforms, and permissi Insuchan control
over access may prove as consequential as control over territory
~and just as contested.

Budget 2026

TheBudgethasmadea
significantprovisionfor
upgradationandexpansion of
healthcareinfrastructure,
medicaleducationandthe
pharmasectorwiththeaimof
makingIndiaaglobal hubfor
allied healthcareprofessionals
andbiopharma
manufacturing. Tothisendthe
Budgetprovidessignificantly
higherfundstoflagship
programmeslike Pradhan
MantriAyushmanBharat
HealthInfrastructure Mission,
PradhanMantriJanArogya
Yojanaand National Health
Mission

helongest-serving Finance Minister

in continuous office, Nirmala

Sitharaman, presented her record

ninth consecutive Union Budget
on 1 February. Looking back, Morarji Desai
had presented the Budget ten times, and P.
Chidambaramnine times, but none of them
had presented the Budget nine times
consecutively.

So far as Sitharaman’s Budget Speeches
go, this was one of the shoncr ones ~ she
spoke only for 1 hour and 25 minutes, as
against arecord-breaking speech of 2hours
39 minutes in 2020. The FM’s address
outlined the government’s fiscal roadmap
for FY 2026-27 including spending plans,
tax proposals, and key policy priorities. As
expected. the Budget Speech and budget

receipts for FY 2526 ~ tax receipts estimated
at Rs 28.37 lakh crores, fell short by Rs.L.63
lakhcrores. Collectionof Personal Income-tax
missed the target by Rs.1.26 lakh crores,
and collection of GST fell short by Rs.L.32
lakh crores ~ which was expected, given the
reduction in tax rates. However, Personal
Income-tax collections are set to exceed
Corporate Tax collections by more than
Rs.2 lakh crore or 18 per cent ~ not a very
healthy development. Thetotal Budge! size
is pcgged at Rs 53.5 lakh crore, an increase
of RsA4.83 lakh crores, or roughly 10 per
cent. over the current vear's budget.
Budget 2026 comes at a time when
GDP growthisscaling new heights, while
inflation s ata historic low. FM Sitharaman
has done well to try to preserve this

in the Budget. That may have been the
reason, in addition to increase in STT
rates, for the steep fall in share prices

UNION
BUDGET
2026

There is good news for tourists and
students studying abroad. TCS rates on
overseas tour programme packages has
been reduced uniformly to 2 per cent, from
the current S per cent and 20 per cent. TCS
on remittances for education and mcdxcdl
purposesunder the Liberalized
Scheme (LRS) has been reduced from 5 per
cent, to 2 per cent.

Given the disturbed conditions in our
neighbourhood, Budget 2026 proposes an
expenditure of Rs.7.84 lakh crore (US$85.5
billion) for defence ~ up 15 per cent, over the
last year, amounting to 14.7
percentoftotal government
expenditure, translating into
201 per cent of GDP. In a
welcome development, Its.ll
lakhc

by [J\mLhmgaLredu linked capu al subsidy
cheme for th of
private-sector veterinary and para-veterinary
colleges, animal hospitals, di;
laboratories and breeding f
ng projects, €.,
institutions like the
Institute of Chartered Accountants of India
(ICAI), Institute of Company Secretaries of
India (ICSI), and Institute of Cost and
‘Management Accountants of India (ICMAI)
to design short-term, modular courses and
practical tools todevelopacadre of "Corporate
Mitras”, especially in Tier-1l and Tier-III
towns, who can be employed in MSM
and also a project to upskill 10000 tourist
guidesacross 20 major tourist destinations.
Atthe policy level, the Government will set
upahigh-powered “Education to Employment
and Enterprise” standing committee which
will align education to industry needs.
Some special schemes for the benefit of
coastal States are envisaged; a scheme to
benefit coconut growers and a push for rare
earths, that are currently being mined in
Kerala, TN, Odisha and Andhra. ,\nmhu
proposal is to make fish catche:
and high seas free of duty, and classifying
the sale of such fish catch in any foreign
port as export. It is but a coincidence that
‘most of such states are poll bound, or ruled
by the BJPand its allies. The Budget welcomes
foreign investment by a 31-vear tax holiday
on data centres, and a 5-year tax holiday to
foreign companies supp]\'mg capital goods
and equipment, and also permission to
foreigners to invest in the share market.
Vvummgh sharply increasing interest
payments of Rs.14.04 lakh crore (last year
Rs.12.74 lakh crore), would consume more
llmn ’6 per cent of the total budget, mz\lung

1biggestitem of

speuflcnll\ for defence
modernisation ~ a 22 per
cent increase over last year.

proposals were lauded by the PM, and the  on Budget Day. Briefly put, with Viksit m’:‘: The Budget has made a
who's who of the ruling party, but derided ~ Bharat as the overarching theme, the significant provision for
by opposition politicians. stated objective of the Budgetis toplace  Thewriterisa  upgradationand expansion
Since this was the first budget prepared  India on the path towards financial retired of healthcareinfrastructure,
in Kartavya Bhavan - the new address of ﬁmhlht), while enabling bu;me:ses l() Principal Chief  medical education and the
Ainistry— inspirati dy~risinguptothe che C iSSi pharma sector with the aim
from three kartavyas, the first being lhe ‘md opponumnes of Al adoption. and of Income-Tax  of making Indiaaglobal hub
acceleration and of e makingupthe all nd deficit of talent, for allied healthcare
growth, by enhancing productivity and infrastructure, governance, and trust. professionals and biopharma
competitiveness,and alsobuildingresilience ~ The Income tax Act, 2025 will come mlo m:mulm.nmng To this end the Budgc[
to volatile global dynamics. An important  effect from1April 2026, However, ificantly higher fundsto i

part of this kartavya was the building of
mhaslruuurc pursuant to which, Budgel
2026 has raised the capital expenditure
target toRs 12.2 lakh crore from Rs 11.2 lakh
crore for FY 2526, which is slightly
given the fact that the capital c\pmdmu'e
targetof the current FY would remainunmet.

The FM has lauded herself for restricting
fiscal deficit for FY 25-26 to 44 per cent of
GDP, as against a target of 4.5 per cent; here
it is to be menlmngd that this mllulunc

applicable Income Tax Rules and Forms
have not yet been notified. The Budget has
amended the Income-tax Act, 2025, even
before its coming imo I'on,c mainly with a

view ta erate processes.
For example, pm:xlly pmcoc\’hngs will be
conc proceedings,

and many penalties have been replaced
with fees that will be charged automatically.

The Budget proposes a Foreign Assets of
Small Taxpayers ~Disclosure Scheme 2026,

pm(,mmmce like !’radhdn Mantri Ay ushman
Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission
(PM-ABHIM), Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana (PM-JAY) and National Health

f orthy initiative i the skilling of
mlddle level profession:

Professional Institutes in 10 key disciplines
will be set up and upgraded to create nearly
one lakh skilled professionals over the next
five years; a focused programme will train

Thankfully, pm;ncudddyr receipts of Rs.15.13
lakh crore, falls short of the Budget Estimate

of Rs.15.66 lakh crores.
However, continuing an increasing trend,
expenditure of Rs.1772 lakh crore and Rs.549

lakh crore, has been budgeted for Central
Sector Schemes and Centrally Sponsored
Schemes, respectively. The Fifteenth Finance
Commission had recommended a review
of Central Schemes, with axing of unviable
ones. However, no review is in sight, and a
host of new schemes have been announced
inthecurrent Budget. The Outcome Budget
for 2026-27 is a lengthy document of 302
pages which gives the financial outlay.
outputs and outcomes statement, output
and outcome indicators, and specific output
and outcome targets but somehow, omits
to provide clarity on the achievement of
Budget targets. Clearly, a brake on profligacy
is urgently required.

Government economists sitting in the
rarefied environs of their offices, who increase
the budget size every year, could well heed
llw W urdsol US economist Murun Feldstein:

was ac penditure  aimed atstudents, young professionals,tech 1.5 lakh geriatric caregivers; the Indian provide
tell:horl by amundR lakh crorcs~which cmplnyecxand relocated NRIs. The Scheme lnsumteol(}rcamc’u hnol inMumbai ~ atemporary d: doutput
Inthisy tunitytodisclose  willt dtocs i visual  but in the longer run higher levels of

the narrowing duwu of the lkcal dehul to
4.3 per cent of GDP in FY 26-27, may be at
thecost ofashortfallin budgeted expenditure.
Concerningly, there was a fall in revenue

[ GHiNADAILY ]|

Washington’s * spymg

he recent surge in users in the

United States abandoning Tik Tok

after the announcement of a
so-called "Americanized” joint

venture offers an ironic footnote to the
fong-running political drama around the
popular video-sharing app.
For years, some US politicians have
claimed that TikTok represents a grave

suchas "privacy leakage risks™ and "China
threatens US data security” they created
the specter of “Big Brother spying” on
users of the app in the US, Yet, now thata
deal has been forced through for US capital
toacquirecontrolof theappin the country
under these pretexts, it is not China that
users in the US appear to fear. It is the US
clites and government.

Accordi fatafrom market intellig
company Sensor Tower, the daily average
of US users deleting TikTok has jumped
nearly 150 percent over the five days from
Thursday to Monday compared with the
pievi Thespikefollow

f()rel[.,n income and assets. Hupehl[l\. this
Scheme may fare better than the 2015
Scheme, given the enhanced international
co-operation in tax matters.

" allegati

thatits USservices

effects, gaming and comics (AVGC) content
creator labs in 15000 secondary schools
and 500 colleges; the number of veterinary
professionals will be raised to over 20,000

ons h1t home

fc stic polit (L"||

\\ould be operated by a new joint venture
controlled by US capital, with a new

and lmancml elites. As or

government spending crowd out private
investment or require higher taxes that
weaken growth by reducing incentives to
save, invest, innovate, and work.”

outcome of “market ne;,(wu,.\uons Under
the threat of a andated

anAssociated Press n‘llvsls put it, “There

ban, a prized globdl digital llssu was

leadership and a majority-US board. The WIO [ toopenit select
message from users has been blunt: the lhcpeoplcwhncommlgovemmcn[ policy  US tycoons. N.mondl <euml\ rhetoric
i ‘d swunl) ]uuon has only  toinvestintheoutcome.Ibelieveit'scalled  provided the; tion

i il lining thei ckets Tk wasthec Ironically, the veryalgorithm

skepticism ﬂzmd after users - A Member

were prompted to agree to an
updated privacy policy. Critics
seized on language describing
potential datacollectioninvolving
sensitive personal information.
Yet archived versions of the

Of The

already

of the deal does little to dispel such
doubts. The new TikTok US entity is
backed by Oracle, Silver Lake and the
Emirati investment company MGX,
each holding 15 percent, alongside
other USii i topowerful

once portrayed as a “dangerous foreign
weapon”is now expected tobe “retrained”
to produce a more “distinctly American”
feed. As analysts note, this means trends
wiJl s u.nkmx.rx will lem,c‘ 4nd wh(\l

technology and media interests.

policy show thatthis
present monthsearlier. What changed was
notthe policy itself, but who would ultimately
sit behind the curtain of control.

For years as it tried to wrest control of
the company from its Chinese parent
ByteDance, Washington claimed it was
acting to protect US-based users from
“foreignsurveillance”, Now, thesame users
are openly guestioning whether the real
risk lies in the concentration of data and

Letters To The Editor | EJeditor@thestatesman.com

Policy maturity

Sir, Theeditorial Growth with guardrails’
published today rightly underlines the quiet
confidence of Union Budget 2026-27, which
has chosen prudence over headline-grabbing
populism. In an environment marked by
geopolitical churn, tariff shocks and hesitant
private investment, the Budget's calibrated,
multi-pronged approach appears both timely
and sensible.

Rather ihan disrupli\'e Big Bang

i 108

and electronics to biopharma and textiles ~
signals policy maturity.
Equally significantis the focus on MSMEs

and labour-intensive sectors, which remain
vulnerable to external trade pressures and
delayed global agreements. However, as the
editorial cautions, intent must now be
edtnead o R

export promotion measures should not be
repeated.

On the fiscal front, the continued capital
expenditure pt ven without fresh tax
sops, reflects realism. The government has

isted th stretch finances,
while still supporting infrastructure-led
growth.

‘That said. the relentless pursuit of dcnul

Bytel 199 percent stakeand
licenses its algorithm to the US entity.
which will retrain and operate it on US
userdata. Inother words, thecore technology
remains Chinese intellectual property,
while control over the data, moderation
and distribution increasingly shifts to US
capital. This arrangement exposes
essential nature of the deal: a forced
transaction achieved through political
pressure though it is claimed to be the

times, credibility is a virtue.
Yours, etc., Sanjay Chopra,
Mohali, 2 February.

Rail links

Sir. Finance Minister Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman has announced in the Union
budget seven high-speed rail corridors,
which will connect five South indian states
among others, and will be developed at a
total cost of Rs 16 lu]\h crore. The seven
corridor routes prc M i-Pune,

rcﬂuc( domestic political 'md mmmcrcml
priorities.

CHATTERJEE MAKHAN and RENU —
In memory of our beloved parents who
s the we miss but will never forget. —
Daughters Sikha, Tapati, Leena,
sons-in-law and grandchildren Chayan,
Mayukh, Shayontani and Abhimanyu.

may avol
corridors, whth will substantially rcduu
the travel time between stations.

There are many frequent commuters,
especially in the Chennai-Bengaluru region,
who wlll be immensely benefitted by this

ent. The cost of travel may be

Punc -Hyderabad, Il)dcmhad Beng,dlu:u
b u,

on the higher side for passengers but the

reduction does merit reflection,
when the Economic Survey itselfadvocates
flexibility. Overall, Budget 2026-27 may not
excite, but it reassures ~ and in uncertain

epaper.thestatesman.com

-Chennai, C
Delhl -Varanasi. and Varana
It's an important decis
interests of the travelling public, who now

AN EEEN

passenger comfort and time reduction are
the key [actors that need to be considered.
Yours, etc., S Sankaranarayanan,

Chennai, 2 February.
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Living traditions for a sustainable world

ALOK KUMAR DWIVEDI

ndian Knowledge Systems
(IKS) encompass all forms of
human thought and action
derived from the culture of
the Indian subcontinent over the
course of thousands of years. These
encompass philosophical and
rellg,u)us literature (Vedas,

characteristic of Bhartiya Gyan
Parampara that if anyone knows
something, it must be apparent in
his/her action and behavior.
Most people tend to believe that
they have gained an education
simply by kmmingﬂisl of propositions

For example: Ayurveda derives
insights from hya (cosmology
and mt.(dphyblcs) Ny sika
(logic and atomism), and
Dharmasastra (ethics and duty),
Lmhnd\ingaunjnnol'philos_ophy.
science, and morality. a

astu Sastra

about various subjects or acquiring
new pieces of information. However,
‘KL_OI'LhnE[(] nmnv ll\dIJII Ll)llLLplS

and [ along

with medical practices (Ayurveda),

ot knnwledge is dﬂ]Lmnt ‘\cx.urd ing
of IKS, k

visual arts, architecture, social
theories, legal systems, and
pedagogical method:
IKS does not separate aspects of
existence, including knowledge,
morals, religious observance,
governance, and craft; rather, it
views themas interrelated by shared
ultimate goals. Another
point to clarify is that IKS does not
represent one doctrine, but is a
collection of teachings, exchanges,
and arguments. Each school of
thought represented in Vedic literature
(the Mimamsa school, the Nyaya
school) is distinct; nevertheless,
they share commonalities in their
approach to understanding faith.
The Buddhist and Jain schools
each evolved their own routes of
thought that sometimes mirror one
another;on the other hand, the oral
traditions of local craft people, and
vernacular literature were all part
of the evolving en in

is much more lh,m a collection o[
facts: it is also based upon the
relationship of each fact to the
contextin which it was createdand
the purpose forwhich it was intended.
In addition, many Indian
philosophers cmph‘msc the
importance of realization (Pratyaksa
or anubhuti) as a higher form of
knowledge. Unlike merely agreeing
intellectually with what you have
learned, realization is about how
learning has changed you as a
human being. Under this view of
learning, when you develop an
understanding of a particular
subject, that subject will not be
fully understood until you have
experienced a change in the way
you perceive the world, the way
you behave toward others, and the
way you think about yourself.
Similarly, realizationis the process
by which you develop an
ding of how tomake wise

which the various philosophies
developed. Many of the strands
share common elements: the
importance placed on experience
asateacher. theethical ramifications
of one’s views, the relationship
between a guru and hls shishya,
and the goal of t either

decisions about your life. When
learning has reached the level of
realization, moral discretion, health
practices, and how toliveabalanced
life based upon experiences in this
world will guide your actions.
Therefore, at the last level of the

ierarchy, re-emphasizing the need

one’s per«.uml character or society
via knowledge.

IKS in its nature carries a set of
values, practices, and itutions
through which Indians were able
toexplorereality, create ethical lives,
and produce the [CCI\HUIU,‘.,ICN u1d
arts ssary for human

for developing wisdom as a
foundation for living a productive
life with balance between ethics
and technology will provide the
best means for educating future
generations of humans.

Se\cral recurring features help

IKS from uww

This definition is based upon three
forms of inquiry, Epistemic (how
do I'know); Practical (what do [ do
with this knowledge). Normative
(why do I seek out such ends).
The Core Insight is articulated
by the following statement, “The
Indian Knowledge System holds
thatJiana (knowledge) and Guna
(virtue) are inseparable; thereft
the true measure of learning is
how one acts and conducts
themselves.” Thus, this definition
includes the basic and mostimportant

traditions. A deep

Jyotisha (astronomy),
Shulba Satras (geometry), and
ecological principles, creating
harmony between space, nature,
and human habitation.

The Rg Veda’s earliest sign of
an integrated vision can be found
in verse L164.46: "Ekam sat vipra
bahudha vadanti.” This means,
“Truth is one; the wise say in
multiple ways.” This verse represents
Advaita or the philosophy of oneness;
it reflects the concept that even
though there are many diverse
paths, disciplines and experiences
lead to the same ultimate truth.

Indian knowledge tradition is not
only about theory, but also focuses
on application, experience, and
outcome. Each field of study hasan
established metric by which to
determine the effectiveness of its
application. Inthe tradition of India,
knowledgeis validated by the results
obtained from experience or the
effects an individual's actions have
had on his/her world - not simply
by theory abstract (Imuulm
Thuunapl o[usmg “Prayojana” is
the basis for this ientation.

Gita, Karma, or action, illustrates
that action is a means of
self-purification and that we
collectively uplift each other by
taking action aligned with duty
and compassion.

The Guru-Shishya Parampara or
the teacher-disciple lineage is the
spiritual and pedagogical foundation
of IKS. In this living model, the
guru is not only an instructor of
facts but a mentor, moral guide,
and spiritual guide. The goal of
education is not the aLLumulduun

100 Years Ago

of information, but the awak
f wisdom (jnana) and refinement
of character - sadacara.

In IKS there are three stages of
learning: 1) Descriptive narrative
by the guru: 2) Deep reflection on
the truth to know the meaning
and alleviate doubt, and 3) Meditative
contemplation that leads to realisation
whereby transformation results.
The oral tradition has allowed for
direct dialogue, experiential learning,
clear-headed reasoning, and moral
cultivation. It is within this visual
dialogical format that true humility,
devotion, and discipline exist and
are necessary for true learning,
xemplary Classical Dialogues
suchas the Gargiand \a)ndvall\yd
aka Upanis
a muoml
d.l.\loglu)l form of pedagogy lh.n

In IKS, the process of enquiry
(anvesana) is not carried out in a
value-neutral way. The act of
acquiring knowledge is inherently
ethical, purposeful, and
transformational. Its end ambition
is not only to know what truth is,
but also to enable the flourishing
of Dharma, Artha, Kamaand Moksa
- collectively known as the
Purusharthas (the fourfold goals
of human life). While modern
Western views may see fact as
separate from value and science
as separate from ethics, Indian
epistemology does not have such
a separation and sees them as

2 ses inquiry and
inspiritual discussions, irrespective
of gender.

analogy or to some
other examples; 5. Arthapatti
(postulation) - Knowledge inferred
from the existence of other
circumstances when no direct
evidence exists and, 6. Anupalabdhi
(nonperception) — Knowledge of
what is not there, using this form
of knowledge in Advaita Vedanta.
The pluralistic framework makes
IKSdialogical rather than dogmatic,
todiscussion and reinterpretation.

The Indian tradition of ideas is
maintained through commentaries
asacontinuity rather than an element
ofdiscontinuity. The texts are treated
as living entities that grow with
intervening generations through
various levels of understanding.
Rather than destroying the initial
productions, Indian scholars continue
in an evolving process of dialogue
with texts, and the result is the
creation of multiple levels of
interpretations including the following:

The concept of “epis
within philosophy den()\vledgLi
that different modes of knowing
canbe valid sources of mlorm‘n_lon_

Bhasya (Cc y — Analytical
explanation), Tika: (The explanations
or additions given to the text) and
Tippani (I\olgsh\nnomuons =

and fore Indian

upplementa

includes multiple plu]osoplm'\l
traditions (darsanas) existing
together, debating each other. and
addmgmxhe«.umu]amc qucsl for
understanding. Indian phil

text). This <.nsurr.s the preservation
as well as renewal of knowledge.
We have a beautiful example for
this tradition: the Vadrayana-written
ra which is the original

realised that one way of viewing
reality does not provide the complete
view of what is real. Hence, multiple

text for vedant darshan. Govindpata
wrote Mahabhasya on this, Sankara's
commentaries on YCVI\lng ll|l§

sources of wereidentified
as valid methods of obtaining

1. Pratyaksa (mrcepmm)

of Indian Knowledge is the unu)
ofexistence. This idea is conv
in the phrase “Vasudh: \'a
Kutumbakam” (The world is one
family). All parts of the universe
are connected, including the cosmic
dimension, the natural world,
society, and the individual. We do
not exist alone in our own right;
all forms of knowledge, all mo

being inseparable aspects of truth.

InIKS, the concept of knowledge
does not exist without that of
values, Wisdom s the highest level
of truth realisation and it must
uphold life, justice and harmony.
The process of enquiry is therefore
directed by the principle of
Lokasamgraha - “the good and
oneness of all beings.” In Arthasastra,
moral conductis linked to economic

of truth, and all ofart
and science exist mchhcr as an
integral part of the same cons

policy:ens hat the governance
serves s the foundation for balance
and justice insociety. In the Bhagavad

and the
and Madhva schools u! xhoug,lu in
response to Sankara are classic

-K thatyou havet

f tradition and continuity

of your direct experience through
either your senses or your intuition;
2. Anumana (inference) - Knowledge
that you derive using your abilil\'

of knowledge tradition.

It is this hermeneutic tradition
which has sustained Indian
Knnwledge Ss tems !hmugh lhc

tothink logically; 3 Sabda (testi
-Knowledge based on reliable and
trustworthy verbal reports, particularly
those you receive in the form of
testimony from the Vedas and/or
from other sages or ‘enlightened’
beings; 4. Upamana (comparison)
Understanding that comes through

ages, wi clves
which transcends time. This tradition,
which thinks about cosmic well

is the best way to lead the world in
a sustainable way.

(The writ

Assistant Professor, KSAS
Lucknow & INADS ~USA.)

Odisha’s case for pharma excellence

RAJATKUMAR KAR

disha has reached a decisive
pointinits highereducation
and industrial development
trajectory. While the State
has steadily expanded its technical
and professional education base, it
remains without a nationally
significant institution capable of
anchoringadvanced pharmaceutical
educationand research. The absence
of a National Ins of
Pharmaceutical Education and
Research (NIPER) continues to limit
Odisha’s ability to fully realise its
pharmaceutical potential.
Thedemand foraNIPER in Odisha
is neither new nor opy ic.

Minister. and the case was articulated
at the national level. Subsequently,
former Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik
conveyed the State’s readiness to
the Centre, assuring institutional
support and the d\dlldbllll\« of
suitable infrastructure.

Odisha’s claim rests not merely
on precedent buton proven capacity.
The State has a long tradition of
nunurmgplmmuceuLiLaledumlion
with roots tracing back to the 17th
century, and today hostsa substantial
network of pharmacy institutions
that collectively produce thousands
of diploma, undergraduate and
postgraduate graduates each year.
Yet, the absence of a researchrintensive
national institution such asa NIPER

Since 2012, academic stakeholders
and professional bodies, including
the Odisha Pharmaceutical Industries
Forum (OPIF) and the Indian
Pharmaceutical Graduates' Association
(IPGA), have ¢ pursued

has led to a sustained migration
oftalent to uthrSldte: for dd\nmced
1 research. Thi:

address these structural gaps. It
would strengthen postgraduate
and doctoral education, expand
pharmaceutical and translational
rescarch, and facilitate closer

context of the g

nnlm*km stern Indias eutical

stated
ob|ecuve of strengmemng, eastern

m(\m and nurture lO(.dl

Indias

At the State level, the current
government h'ns rcumucd its lnlen[
todevelop Odi:

and industry. Importantly, it would
also help correct regional imbalances
in the distribution of national
research institutions. Eastern India
remains under-served in
pharmaceutical education and
innovation despite its growing
industrial and human resource
base, and Odisha is well positioned
to serve as a regional anchor.
Recent developments have added
momentum to this long standing
demand. Union Education Minister

and healthcare hub through pollcy
support and research-led growth.
The State Health Minister has
informed the Legislative Assembly
that sum\bk land has been pmpmcd
attt

in healthcare and life sciences, A
NIPER in Odisha would stand as a
powerful testament to inclusive
development, where policy vision
meets purposeful execution.

What remains s timely and decisive

Front page of The Statesman
dated 05 February 1926

OCCASIONAL NOTE

PRESUMARBLY the Legislative Assembly takes
itself seriously, but there are moments when the
observer feels doubtful of it. There was such a
moment on Wednesday, when a quorum could
withdifficulty be obtained to enable the discussion
to proceed about lmprm ing the emoluments of
India’s on the Judicial C ittee
of the Privy Council. For sitting on the highest legal
tribunal of the Empire they receive £400 a year.
For many vears this has been felt to be inadequate
and at last the ploposal has been made, debated
and defeated, to raise it to £4,000, half to be paid
from Indian revenues. One school thinks the supreme
appeal court should be located in India, and they.
plus those who are always ready to vote against

About 60 per cent of lhc.ludlual Committee’s \\nrl\
is the cunmdcr‘ ion of appLals from this country.
butthe Assembly is obli fthemo

this imposes. For India’s good name men of the
highest credentials must be secured for these two
appointments, and it is not prudent to believe that
they can always be found for £400 a vear.

NewsItems

COMIC OPERA REBELLION

ONE-NIGHT REVOLT
QUELLED

(“TIMES"SPECIALSERVICE.)
LONDON, FEB. 3.

‘THE Tinies Lisbon correspondent states that
after due notice and in accordance with customary
etiquette, Portugal’s periodic comic-opera
revolutionaries started a revolt on Tuesday evening
which finished early on Wednesday. The Government
troops were fully prepared for the revolution
which has fizzled out.

It appears that at 6 P.M. sounds of gunfire
notified the city that the re-volution, which had
been rumoured for days accompanied by the
usual manifestoes, had begun in earnest.

A regiment of artillery forced the rail
authorities to convey them by special train toward
thebarrier, where they then took up a position on
the Almada suburb overlooking Lisbon. They
issued an ultimatum to the Gov-ernment to
resign under threat of bombardment.

The authorities promptly ordered the artillery
to shell the rebels. who replied with shrapnel,
twenty shots ending the duel. The Government
ordered their forces to cross the Tagus and attack
the rcbels who numbeud 200

actionat the Centre, Wi
readiness, political consensus, and
national rel

ofaNIPER, signalling administrative
preparedness.

The moment for deliberation has
p&scd what Odisha now nqulrcs
is decisive action. With

the case for a NIPER in Odisha is
difficultto overlook. Approvingand
expediting the establishment of
such an institution would not only
honour long-st. itment

advocacy,demonstrated preparedness,
political andcl lmrn(\uona[

Dharmendra Pradhan has urged the
Central Government to consider the
ot aNi LPLRm Od.lshd

loss of human capital weakens
local rcscarch ecosystems, limits
1 academia

this objective. The proposal was
formally placed before the Union
Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers
during Mr Srikant Jena's tenure as

industry
collaboration, and constrains the
growth of innovation driven
pharmaceutical enterprises within
Odisha. A NIPER in Odisha would

relevance, the case for

but also unlock eastern India's
pharnuxccu[icz\l po{cmia]. retain

ad \'[PERm Odisha xsbcl.h Lumpdlmg,

Imhas se][re]mme in healthcare

The Centra

and ANIPERin Odisha

ccosysmmmldslmxeg\cunponnnm
The Centre’s decision to provide
budgetary support for three new
NIPERs under the Biopharma SHAKT]
initiative further strengthens the
case for Odisha, particularly in the

intent into nmpluncmaunn by
approving and expediting the
establishment of a NIPER in the
state.

Doing so would not only honour
long-standing commitments butalso

ould sta apowerful
to inclusi\"c de\'elopmem‘ where
policy vision meets purposeful
execution.

(The writer is Principal. Dadhichi College of
Pharmacy.)

Crossword | No.293366

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters in the words required. (By arrangement with The Independent, London)

ACROSS 12 National icon 20 Regard flat just 2 Attractivelace 14 Apprehension to

trusty, albeit over the bridge with marvelious prosecute former

8 Putalittie worried about (35) wrapping (8) poet after
nosegay over backing adversary 21 What might 3 Conflictin sodal repeated cuts
back passage 6.2,7) notedly bring up worker's mi (8
(6) 13 Station requires racism? (3,5) (6) 15 Rain gauge

9 Associated Press select ground to 22 Latitude of 2 ones e forliving  outside oid
write papers provide coverage unknown Scottish  here (4,2,9) cathedral is
about Times for area well towards the 5 Satemtes setin computerised
supplement 9,6) west (6) pods sent up (8) centrally
(& 16 Fights following 6 Half of wrong jabs (8]

10 County Halls proposal tomake  DOWN uncovered — 17 Almost look upon
opening cancelled  containers for targeted aroup arbitrator to
onorder of Crown  kites? 1 Savage to be may get this (24) break agreement?
(8) (10,5) issued witharule 7 Policeman and ©

11 Open drier with 19 German quietly when moving clergyman stand 18 Sons keeping clear
right tool avoiding problem around prison above common of unnecessary
(6) wolf (6) 2337) CEO (8-7) rivalry (6)

epaper.thestatesman.com

mo

e prevailed in the streets
durmu the bombardment, and patrols of Republican
(mard:w re busily engaged in moving interested
crowds which had gathered to watch the desultory
firing,

President Machako was absent in Oporto
celebrating the anniversary of the revolutionary
outbreak in 1891. Parliament remained sitting
during the bombardment, discussing current
affairs.

RIFLE SHOOTING

ENCOURAGING
DOMINION
COMPETITION

(FROM OUR SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE.)
LONDON, FEB.3.

WITH a view to encouraging rifle shooting in
the Dominions the pro-prietors of the Morning
Post have presented a challenge cup to the National
Rifle Association to be competed for by four
teams representing the Colonies and Protectorates.

The match will be decided at the Imperial
g at Bisley in July.

LORD ROSEBERY

DRIVING ACCIDENT
ONEPSOM DOWNS

(FROMOUR SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE.)
LONDON, FEB. 4.

LORD Rosebery was badly shaken while driving
on Epsom Downs where he is daily a picturesque
figure riding in a coach and pair driven by a
postillion, the only modern survival of the old
[thl(}n While travelling at a fast pace a horse
dropped dead. Lord Rosebery lay on the roadside
until a motorist picked him up.—Copyright.
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India needs a smarter financial
system rather than a bigger one

The budget’s measures to deepen market infrastructure and mobilize long-term funds could strengthen India’s bond ecosystem

MITRA BHADURI

is professor Madras School of Economics

nd

longer one of's
effectiveness.

a's hudget for 2026-2
recognition that its financial challenge is no

ale alone, but of structure and
suchas the introduc-

ignals a growing

tion ofa market-making framework for corpo-
rate honds, the development of total return
swaps and bond-index derivatives, incentives for

large municipal bond issuas
mechanisms such
antee Fund and real
(REIT
(CPS|
market-]

emerging policy shift aw:
credit expansion towards

sand the creation of
s the Infrastructure Risk Guar-
state investment trusts

's) linked to central public sector enterprises
$) point to an attempt to deepen l()n'-'~ler1n.
ased finance and improve r i
tion beyond banks. These initiatives reflectan
rom volume-driven
improving market infra-
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The brain implant industry is
getting disturbingly ambitious

What works for medical purposes could be terrible for the healthy

PARMY OLSON
is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist
covering technology.

fyou could safely implant a chip in your

brain to enhance your intelligence,

would you? Some of Silicon Valley's
most powerful technologists want that
future, including Elon Musk, who recently
d he would ramp up production of his
Neuralink brain chips this year as part ofa
noble effort to ensure humans can keep
pace withsuperintelligent Al systems that
might one day go awry. Fellow billionaire
Alexandr Wang, who s leading Meta’s pro-
gramme to build such
kind) wants to delay having kids until Neu-
alink or similar tech can augment their
intelligence, capitalizing on the neuropl;
ticity of their developing brains. A venture
capitalist once told me the trueadvantage
of Alwould come when you could plug it
directly into your mind, making you the

structure, liquidity and institutional participation.

India’s economicstory isoften told through
large re ring numbers: trillion-dollar GDP
milestones, record tax collections, booming equity
markets and the distinction of being the world’s
astest-growing large economy. Yo
lines mask a less comfortable reality. For large
parts of the economy, finance still does not work
itshould. Recent debates on credit growth, capital
markets, housing finance and regulation raise a
major question: Does India need alarger financial
system oramore effective one?

At first glance, Indian data on corporate indebt-
edness seems to argue forscale. India’s non-finan-

starkly. Nearly 80% of Indian household wealthis
concentrated in real estate and gold, with bank
deposits accounting for much of the rest. Property
is perceived as safer, transaction costs discourage
churn and long-term financial products often

the Netherlands, these pools exceed 150-200% of
GDP. This patient capital finances infrastructure,

housing and energy transitions without ove:
whelming banks or public budgets. India’s lack
of such depth explains why long-term projects

smartest person in the room.

This pattern should feel familiar. Silicon
Valley has invested trillions in building arti-
ficial general intelligence (AGI), despite no
consensuson what it even means (and com-
panies are now quietly backing away from
the term). A similar dynamic is emerging
withbrain-computer interfaces: grandiose
visions built on conviction rather than
strong evidence. Notwithstanding the abvi-
ousethical problem of permanently ‘hoost-
ing’ the brain ofa child who can’t give con-
sent, Neuralink's head surgeon Matthew
MacDougall suggests that W ang may be

Elon Musk has expressed interest in using
brain chips to augment intelligence. reuters

na-based brain chip startup called Inbrain
focused ontreating Parkinson’sand other
4S€s, S 's\mhlﬂhu)uldun[u—-dhelp
augment human intelligence one day,

potentially with the help of large language
models. “ChatGPTis offeringmemory, and
memory is the upu\m‘r uflughu intelli-
gence,”

'Vluxl\ and \\ ang’s visions of the future,
r adds, rather diplomatically, that
she’ll keep her company concentrated on
eradicating disease before trying to opti-
mize humans who are healthy.

That would be especially wiseif the tech
company implanting a brain chip happens
tobe anadvertising concern. The brain i
the largest datareposi inthe worldand
therace to enhance it will almost certainly
be propelled by a race to mine it. Most
braincomputer interface firms are focused
ondecoding information from inside our
skulls, Aguilar. That may open the
door for such technology to usher in a
strange new chapter of the data economy

Online advertisers typically build psy-
Lho«.rmphw profiles on pcuple based on

cid
55-60%

o, far below Chi

maturity, how ris|
are tra

India’
ment Index helps clarify thi
made undeniable progres:
roughly O
2020, afourfold incre:

erali

growth inlong-term credit.

bond ma

advanced economies

reform but ha

are, respectively, CEO (India),
Artha Global, and fellow,
Harvard University.

I corporate credit-to-GDP ratio remain:
snearly 180
below most advanced economies. This gap is often
interpreted as evidence of financial underdevelop-
ment. However, depthis not simply about the
quantity of credit. What ultimately matters is how
finance isstructured: Who receives credit.
are shared and whether savings
ormed into productive capital.
score on the IMF's Financial Develop-
stinction. India has
The index rose from
n the early 1980s to about 0.5+ by
However, thisimprove-
ment was driven largely by gains in efficiency, lib-
ation and market functioning, rather than by
sustained balance-sheet expansion. Since the mid-
2010s, momentum has slowed. The depth of finan-
cial institutions has stagnated, reflecting weak
quity market liquid-
ity and turnover lifted efficienc y
ket depth remains constrained. Ind
2tis only about 18-20% of GDP, far
below China's 40-45% and the 80-120% typical of
Theindex thusr
tem that has largely exhausted the easy gains from
et to transition to the next
development builton long-duration risk capital.
Household balance sheets illustrate the problem

- ‘i

round
and well dox

appear complex
Ind

cial firms

t what 50%. In China, it ¢

100%.

. but mar-
orporate

\enuul step:

veals

capital tc

The sharpe
tems i
insurance as
than 30% of

ndia recently notified the long- dwzme-(l
modifications of its labour laws

and opaque. The resultisa para-
savesagreat deal, but those s
not reliably become productive iny

Corporate finance shows a similar imbalance.
India's corporate credit ratio—credit to non-finan-
ashare of GDP—s
cceeds 110% and in advanced
economies, it typically ranges between 70% and
. Shallow corporate bond markets force firms
torelyonbanks and internal accruals
because bond markets provide long-term funding,
i k dispersion. When they are
underdeveloped, banks are forced to carry
that should be spread across investors, mdkmg
lending cycles volatile and credit cautious.

The latest budget explicitly acknowledges this
constraint by focusing on the post-issuance eco-
system of corporate debt. The proposed market-
making framework, together with total return
swaps on corporate bonds and derivatives based on
corporate bond indices, seel I\s toimprove liquidity,

ment banklending in providing neces
hieve the 2047 Viksit Bharat vision.
contrast with mature financial sys-
tutional investors. Pension and

»ts in India together amount to less
iDP. In countries such as Canada and

ands at only about

This matters

India has

public utilit;
essential for

e to comple-
ary risk

remain dependent on banksand the
why financial deepening often stalls
attempts to address this gap through complemen-
set-creation and
nisms. The Infra
intended to pa
ture lending, while the proposed re
real estate assets through dedicated REITsaims to
expand the supply of stable,
instruments suited to institutional portfolios.
These measures seek to align long-term savings
with long-maturi
xcelled at transactional liquidit

Digital payments have tr:
nomic lifeand made paymentsa near-frictionle:
However, balance-sheet liquidity,
he capacity to absorb and distribute
risk, remains thin. In mature
cushioned across layers involving banks, bond-
holders, insurer

mately the sov urelgn This
often followed |
not absent; ris
The budget’s measures aim to deepen market

infrastructure, expand the set of financing instru-
mentsand channellong-term funds into infra-
structure and real estate. This should strengthen
the broader bond-based financing ecos

ate, and
. The budget

mitigation mecha-
tructure Risk Guarantee Fund s
ially de-risk long-term infrastruc-
ling of CPSE

eld-genera

ing

v investment needs.

nsformed daily eco-

stems, shocks are

and capital mar-

painful clean-ups. Capital w.
sharing mechanisms were.

stem.

GUEST V

India’s reform agenda must aim to free up urban land

PRITIKA HINGORANI &
VISHNU VENUGOPALAN

ductivity and affordability suffer. If labour
reform is expected to spur job creation,
planning reforms must unlock physical
space for growth.

‘What does the failure of spatial regulation
look like on the ground? Satellite imagery
offersa picture of our urbanization patterns.
Cities have long outgrown their municipal
boundaries—as thriving cities do. As eco-

lining outdated and punitive reg;

that had raised the cost of doing busi
and discouraged scale. As states begin to
operationalize the new codes, there is opti-
mism that simpler rules will encourage the
formation of new firms, investment and for-
malization. As these changes take effect, a
parallel and equally consequential part of
our reform agenda remains untouched:
deregulation of India's urban planningand
land-use regulations that are just as archaic
anddhl()rtmm ';lsuurlah()urlu\ 5

raise busine:
cantly, incenti
scale. Unlike capital and labour, which can
be optimized todrive productivity, land isa
finite resource that cannot be substituted.
‘When neighbourhoods cannotadd housing,
cities cannot expand mass public transport
and peri-urban growth is unplanned, pro-

nomic activity spills into surrounding rural
areas, built-up land expands in haphazard
with irregular plot subdivisi
almost no land secured for artes
public use or mass transit. The actual ‘eco-
nomic unit’ in which people live and work
exceedstheadministrative unit for planning
and governance. While statutory develop-
ment plans are meant to guide orderly urban
expansion, they are often delayed. far too
prescriptive and ultimately unenforceable.
A second mismatch is between how
agglomeration works and our planning
tem operates. India’s industrial growth is
clustered in regions that span district and
state boundaries. This is a globally familiar
pattern. According to the China Integrated
ity Index, by 2022, 19 megalopolises c
tributed 88% of GDP and housed 82% of
China'’s population; the three largest—the
Yangtzeand Pear] River Deltasand the Bei-

Jjing-Tianjin-Hebei region—contributed
2% of GDP with 23.5% of the population
Snmlurmndsdm iblein the US, where Si
icon Valley, the Boston-Cambridge corridor
and New York region account for a large
share of GDP. India too has economic clus-
ters, like the Mumbai-Pune-Nashik corridor
and the Apple ecosystemin
Tamil Nadu’s Hosur-Ban-
galore belt. Yet, with few

Land supply

planninga family around ¢

don’twork as imagined.

But such enhancement dreams are not
entirely fanciful when you look at how
much the brain-tech industry has grown.
Global venture capital investment in neuro-
technology, which includes brain-com-
puter interfaces and neuro-stimulation
devic ose to $2.3 billion in 2025 from
$293 milliona decade earlier, according to
market intelligence firm Pitchbook. The
numberof playersin the field hasgrown s
fold, says Marcello Ienca, a professor of Al
ethicsand neuroscience at Technical Uni-
versity Munich, with most large technology
companies investing in neurotechnology.
kacmhm forms of technology that ini-

targeted people with disabilities then
went mainstream, neurotech is also
expanding from treating clinical issueslike
lysis to enhancing the lives of people
re fit and well.

Outlandish as they sound, Wang and
MusK's ideas are technically plausible.
ITenca puin(s to studies that have shown
th asive stimulation, typically
\\Il.hdlklp()fd headset and electrodes, can
slightly improve concentration and mem-
ory. Carolina Aguilar, who runsa Barcelo-

resist densification, thereby increasing costs
and the urban sprawl, or allow it without
requisite investments in streets and other
public amenities, leading to congestion.
An improved public realm should be a
crucial aspect of our reform agenda. Global
evidence shows well-functioning cities use
60% oftheirland for build-
ings and 40% for streets,
parks and shared infra-

exceptions, metropolitan H structure. Bimal Patel's

and regional planning is constraints get research shows Indian cit-

absent, fragmenting labour H ies use land very ineffi-

marketsand raising supply in the way Of ciently, withonly aquarter

chain and logistics costs. productiv“y' of it under buildings;
Athird pressure point is another quarter, oiteu le&s

rising demand for space |nc|us|on and i i

within cities as firms and .

households  multiply. economic (mandatory construction

Accommodating  th
demand requires the liber-
alization of floor-space-in-
dex rules, together with
improvements in mass transit systems and
publicspaces, particularly streets. Done cor-
rectly, densification enables compact walk-

to-work urbanzones, which improves pro-
ductivity and affordability while reducing
carbon emissions. Indian cities, however,
oscillate between two failures; they either

growth

distances fromstreets etc),
private spaces and com-
pounds. Combined with
one of the most restrictive
floor-space index limits globally, this leaves
scarce urban land underutilized.

theirk
neer intention: S
brain data we can look st ugln into the
source and collect data that most directly
correlates to our intentions and heliefs.”

Such data, if decoded on a device with
mainstream popularity, would represent a
new frontier for human privacy—or lack
thereol. Our autonomy would be on the
menu, too. Aguilar’scompany is one of the
rare few that can change neural activity,
using deep-brain stimulation to treat Par-
kinson's. She is sticking to clinical treat-
ment, but what'stostop other firms using
such capabilities fora hyper-targeted form
of marketing to manipulate intent?

A kind of hybrid intelligence is techni-
cally feasible, but whether it manifests as
mutually beneficial or parasitic on the part
of a corporate giant depends largely on
who controls the interface.

Technologistsshouldn’t slow down neu-
rotechnology for clinical purposes and
peoplein genuine need.

But for healthy adults seekinga compet-
itive advantage, and especially non-con-
senting children. the evidence points more
darkly to a harmful trade-off that is best
avoided. ‘©BLOOMBERG

traliaand Germany have figures
, 7.6 and 9, respectively. As Artha
Global'sown work onsupply constraints
affordable housing shows, the reasons are
often structural, including constrained land
supply. In 2011, our urban housing shortage
of Il million unitsroughly matched thetotal
vacant urban units, partly on account of
weak rental policies, but often because these
unitswere too far from workplaces and tran-
sit points. While large businesses internalize
costs through self-contained campuses—
hardly anideal solution—smaller firms need
better land marketsso that workers can live
and commute within reasonable limits.
Change is possible. China and South
Korea, for example, invested in regional plan-
ningtoidentify growth hotspotsand secure
land as well as transport corridors in advance,
Greater Tokyo's well-managed densification
means that 90% ofits 37 million population
lives within 20 minutes of a transit station.
For India’s newly unshackled firms togrow,
system-level reform and deregulation of
planning is vital. We must enable orderly

Our outdated planning regim
itself in high pri nd limited mobili
The Centre for Social and Economic
Progresscalculates a price-to-incomeratio
of 1l for formal-sector housing in India, while

urban expa . greater densification and
productiveregional economies. Thisisnota
niche urban agenda; it sits squarely at the
heart of productivity, inclusion and sustained
economic growth.
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New panel on banking:
What it should focus on

The budget announced a high-level committee to review this sector. It should place strategic

liability management and banks' grievance redressal mechanisms at the top of its agenda

inance minister Nirmala Sitharaman

announced the formation of a “high-

level committee” on banking in her

budget speech for 2026-27. While

she offered no details, the FM did say

that this panel would be tasked with
reviewing the banking sector and aligning it
with India’s next phase of growth. It isnobody’s
argument that banking reforms are not over-
due. The sector's health reflects the state of the
broader economy and there are enough signs of
it being misaligned with the national ambition
ofachieving ‘developed’ status by 2047. There
are problems in liquidity management, with
liability management calling for a strategy revi-
sion. The gap in governance between public
and private sector banks has widened. Human
resource policies for hiring, training and reten-
tionare outdated. Perverse incentive structures
have led to a pile-up of consumer grievances.
And there are other issues that await redressal.
Finance ministry officials have indicated that
among other things, the committee will re-
examine bank licensing norms—including
whether to let corporate houses get them—and
the possibility of another round of mergers
among public sector banks (PSBs).

Letting corporate houses run banks might be
abit premature at this stage, given the current
volatility in geopolitics and geo-economics.
There are other reasons for caution: it could
plausibly worsen uncertainty in the liabilities
market and amplify risks to systemic stability.
The banking industry's credit-deposit ratio
recently crossed the 81% mark and set off alarm
bells. Banks are seeing a steady shift in deposits
toalternate asset classes, with incremental
deposit growth inastruggle to keep up with
incremental credit. This has already begun to

casta cloud on credit-expansion sustainability.
Banks have had to rely on dearer sources of
money—such as bonds or commercial paper—
to fund theirloans, which has affected margins
adversely. While new licences for private cor-
porate players may step up competition in the
sector, today’s scramble for deposits—what new
entrants are likely to be eyeing—would sud-
denly intensify and drive up every bank’s cost of
funds, which could slow loans down and spell
instability as profits dry up (or assets sour—ina
worse case). The panel should instead examine
how to align the sector’s liquidity-management
framework with a new strategy for liabilities—
the money that banks borrow tolend. The need
for PSB mergers 2.0 seems to contradict the
clamour for more banks to widen and deepen
credit delivery. The panel should look closely at
whether the system has enough credit-delivery
platforms or the economy needs broader
growth impulses to expand credit.

The new panel’s other focus should be on
flawless customer service, linked asitis to
resource mobilization for loans. Poor service
and faulty mechanisms for grievance redressal
afflict private sector banks even more than
PSBs. The problem can be traced to incentives
for customer-facing officers to aggressively
sell third-party insurance and mutual fund
products; with hefty commissions involved,
restraints on mis-selling these packages seem
weak. Often, officers are set ‘stretch’ targets for
credit-card issuances or unsecured retail loans,
raising default hazards. As Reserve Bank of
India Governor Sanjay Malhotra had noted in
the context of financial stability, inadequacies
of grievance redressal need to be tackled. In
sum, there are many ways in which the sector
could letus down—but must not.

MY

We must shield education from
the growing miasma around us

The very foundation of education is at threat and thus also the ability of students to think critically

ANURAGE d
is CEO of Azim Premji Foundation.

poisonous miasma pervades the

world today. Slop is a part of that

miasma. ‘Slop” was picked as
‘word of the year' for 2025 by some
publications. und evokes what it
means—low-quality, high-volume digi-
tal content generated by artificial intel-
ligence (AI). The word once meant ‘wet
food waste ormud,” but now in its new

2 fills an urgent void and helps
us label what we are inundated by.

Across the world, thereisalsoa
deluge of utter nonsense that makes the
poison around us more lethal. Often in
the form of slop, but in too many other
forms to list comprehensively here.
Forexample, the speeches of some self-
proclaimed gurus, politicians and
businesspeople, mediaarticles and
shows that masquerade as research,
and unsolicited directions from self-
anointed leaders of neighbourhoods.
Various outlets have been spewing this
stuffatus.

Twroteabout the philosopher
Frankfurt'sbook On Bullshit and
core concept a few months ago. This
newspaper, out of politeness, preferred
to callthat core concept ‘talking non-
sense, althoughit is one of the two
words in the name of the book and does
not fully capture what it conveys. ‘Utter
nonsense’ isalso inadequate, but since it
iscloser, that is what T will use.

Some slop is utter nonsense, but not
all of it. Quite a bit of it does not meet

Frankfur
thing that
truth.” Since we are drowning init, it’s
worth recapping the key aspects of utter
nonsense. The essence of it is that its
spewers do not care whether their
claimsare true or false, and that it is
produced to achieve a specific goal or
create a particular image of the speaker,
rather than to describe reality ord-
Frankfurt, the utter nonsense

not concerned with getting it
right or wrong, but with getting away
withit,

“Technoholics”and ‘techno-zombie’
ideas are another set of forces that are
generating miasma in our world today.
‘Technoholics'are fanatically devoted to
the idea that technology is the solution
toall problems and the only real path to
progress. ‘Techno-zombie' ideas are
those that have been repeatedly proven
to be wrong and often harmful but are
brought back to life again and again. For
example, in education the idea that
‘technology teach."Not everyone in
technology isa technoholicand not
every techideais a zombie idea; never-
theless, there are too many of these.

Amongthe current crop of techno-
holicsis the vanguard of the artificial
intelligence (A world. Their faith
seems complete that Al can solveall
problems for humanity, and some
appear to believe that it will in fact be
the resolver and redeemer of the human
condition. Certainly, there are many
sane voices in the world of AL but too
are too far gone. Either because of
thin Al or the glittering sight of
hundreds of billions of dollars.

How poisonous and aggravating the
miasma of our world is becomes evident
when people and institutions that have
been cheerleaders or complicit start
abandoning ship. The Economist,a Lon-
don-based publication with a record of
calling people’s views ‘Luddite’ at the
slightest provocation, published a piece
titled *Ed techiis profitable. It isalso
mostly useless'—an unequivocal con-
demnation oftech in education. To

10 BEARS 60

quote, “The prevalence of tech in
schools owes less to rigorous evidence
thanagg ve marketing” and “long-
term trends raise the possibility that the
rise of in-class devices is responsible for
an alarming decline in performance in
reading and other subjects.” It is good
that this venerable journal has recog-
nized the hype around ed-tech.
Another ofa growing number of
canaries in the coalmine of jobs was the
recent pronouncement of the CEO of a
large energy company about a coming
“jobs debacle” because of Al at the
World Economic Forum at Davos. Many
inthe world of business now accept that
Alwill destroy hundreds of millions of
Jjobs, asalso that they have no idea what
Jobs Al may create inany comparable
numbers to those it will destroy.
Equally dramatically, many of those
who thought that Al would be the pana-
cea for improving education have real-
ized that education isactually under Al
attackatits very foundation. Those who
are immersed in the field of education
have seen first-hand how students’
capacity to think is being stunted and
demolished by AL They are clear that
Al-driven apps are like all tech in educa-
tion—mostly useless in the real world.
We have not evens

utter nonsense and tech on politics, our
social fabric, human relationships and
individuals. This miasma infiltrates
almost every aspect of human society
and the hearts and minds nl‘neoplc.

Inour modern world, education and
the vast systems created foritare the
primary organized s al 1110('lmmsul
for developing our children’s ca
to deal with the world and shape it.
must protect education from cor
by this miasmic poison—because it
must playa central role in countering
this global chaos. And for that, educa-
tion must develop our children’s ability
to think critically and deeply, act empa-
thetically and live honestly. If that
sounds very hard, itis. But still, that is
our best bet.

JUST A THODERT

With ‘Al slop’ distorting
our reality, the world is
sleepwalking into disaster.

NESRINE MALIK

Climate mitigation and adaptation are not in conflict

LEENA SRIVASTAVA

mate community at least a few decades ago—
with the sharp cautionary note that as mitiga-
tion fai y fail

and lifestyles
country where infrastructure is still signifi-

aredifferent from those fora

goes up to nea
income pove
erty

arly 80% if an upper-middle-
lineisused. Applyinga pov-

isan independent expert on
climate change and clean
energy.

Inpler 10 of India’s Economic Survey
6 providesace xmprehenm e

adaptation efforts would like

faste such, the survey ‘s contention that
“scarce [iscal resources should not be
diverted away from health, agriculture and
poverty reduction merely toaccelerate near-
term uuugdunn milestones” seems to reflect

summary of New Delhi’s cl. 1
mlalcd initiatives. It helpsthe readerunder-
stand the catch-all nature of climate actions;
between mitigation, adaptation and res
ience-building measures, every aspect ofa
3 reflect climate
considerationsand the fact that India recog-
nizes them is clear. However, while India
could soon be among the worl our largest
national economies, it is the third-largest
emitter of greenhouse gases. It is expected
that India would become the third-largest
economy by 2030 and the second-largest
emitter by around 20 ven its economic
size and the rise in extreme events globally
asaresult of rapidly deteriorating climate
conditions, India cannot responsibly de-pri-
oritize mitigation efforts and postulate all
developmental initiativesas ‘climate adapta-
tion’ efforts. The fact that adaptation and
resilience-building need togo together with
mitigation was accepted by the global cli-

anil graspof the subject. Near-term
mitigation measures are unarguably crucial
tolimit the intensity of adverse climate out-
comes and must not be seen as taking away
from development i Justaswe pri-
oritize industrialization asa mantra for eco-
nomic growth, mitigation is more efficient
thana asafocusof devels
I.nslc.id of wholly embra nk,(h(‘\o\mu) S
itslow-carbon transition—
drivenas they may beby competitive orstra-
tegic considerat he survey uses select-
ive international experiences to proje
defensive approach to the climate cri:
y, it highlights the apparent stalling of
rbon transition programs in Europe
asanargument for India’sapproach to miti-
gation-with scant regard for the same con-
itreferstowhenidentifying
The challengesof movingtoa
low-carbon economy foradeveloped coun-
—with evolved infrastructure, systems

cantly initsgreenfield stage and lifestylesare
mostly aspirational. Given the speed and
scale at which economies need to reduce
emissions, lessonsfrom global (not just devel-
oped country) experiences are invaluable,
Learning from these, India

should fine-tune strategies 7 ‘es to be part of it by
tosuit itsown context while We don t face a ay then reveal the
continuing to prepare for H allenge we will
analtered fum!‘e. ! trade-Off' Indla as ourattributable per-
Also. India needs to HH capita emissions will not be
acknowledge that its old needs resilience dissimilar to those of the
defencvl.x)se(lun(hv:ugn— to go alongside developed f\‘orl(]_.
ment of low per-capita . A That said, given the
emissions has served its  jiS transition to  prevalence of poverty in
purpose; in the last three sempha-
giwzld;'s sinlcvlil \:'_as f}l‘hl a Iow-carbon sisnnu(llapl i<lnl|lsupp<lwrl is
introduced, India has correct. Itwould have done
made significant technical economy well, however, to distin-
and economical progre: guish between normal
By virtue of its econom; developmental initiatives
size, the country’s global status has shifted | and specific adaptation efforts needed to

from ‘lowincome’ to lower middle income.’
However, even though the share of Indians
living in extreme poverty has declined
sharply to 5.3%, the standard lower-middle-
income-country benchmark shows th
of India’s population was poor in 202

ine for high-income countries will
pmluhl\ reveal justasmall single-digit pro-
portion of Indians being non-poor. A select-
ive comparison of per-capita emissions
among non-poorsegmentsofthe developed

world, and India—which

copewith the additional stressors of climate
change and extreme events. This would
require a cleararticulation of the ris
by climate change, the regions most vulner-
abletoeach risk, the populations exposed to
themand the outcome-oriented resilience-

creation steps being taken or called for. An
annual report on the progress made would
be helpful. The survey should also recognize
the rapidly deteriorating environmental
conditions that call for urgent adaptation
support—pervasive air pollution, plastic pol-
lution, water shortages, etc.

Broadly. the survey presents the current
state of the economy, identifies emereg
problems for policy responses and informs
the annual budget of the country. But its
apparent representation of climateaction as
partofa mitigation-ves daptation con-
flict strikesa disappointing note, The short-
term cannot bedivorced from the long-term
and we slmu[d rmisl lhk‘ suggesliuu that it

properappre lmnuflhvﬁl[ll
and benefits of mitigation measures
need to emph:
adaptation ini es. Critically, we must
keep track of the country’s progress on
meeting its international commitments.

None of this underplays the responsibility
of the developed world orits unacceptable
failure to take corrective action. Regardless,
India must continue on its climate journey
with due emphasis placed on long-term out-
comes and equity considerations.
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o LAW

A matrimonial
site scam raises
questions about
platform liability

VineetBhalla
New Delhi, February4

ON TUESDAY, the Supreme Court granted interim protection
from arrest to Anupam Mittal, the founder and CEO of the
matrimonial website Shaadi.com, in connection with acheat-
ing case registered by a woman against a man she allegedly
met through the website in Hyderabad. The court set asidean
earlier order by the Telangana High Court, which had refused
to quash the criminal proceedings against Mittal.

Thebench has now sent back the matter tothe High Court
and directed it to decide the case afresh on its legal merits.
Thiswillinvolve determining the extent ofa matrimonial plat-
form’s liability when its users defraud each other.

The cheating case

InJanuary 2025, a Hyderabad-based doctor registered on
Shaadi.com and connected with a male user. The man alleg-
edly claimed he was wealthy but had his bank accounts frozen
by the Income Tax Department. Over the course of a few
‘weeks, claiming his mother was flying in from Chicago to fi-
nalise their alliance, he allegedly induced the woman to
transfer almost Rs 11 lakh to various bank accounts.

‘The meeting never happened and the woman demanded
her money ban:k The man allegedly threatened to morph her

id him Rs 10 lakh more.

How Mittal got implicated
Initially, the FIR registered on February 25,2025, named only
the alleged fraudster. During the investigation, the Hyderabad
Police booked Mittal. Police

* ENVIRONMENT

Why carb

oncaptureiskey
toachievingnet-zero goal
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= Global carboncapturestatus
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ofcarbon capture, utili placeby 203010
storage (CCUS) solutions over the next five 4 3 5 Expected CO, me;ex 2050 globgl
yearsin hasbet year by 2030 net-zero scenario . d
bigon technologiesessentialto reducm,,v.he
carbon footprint. iticalin- S f th hnol inlndia

dustries. Thiswill helpIndiaachieve net-zero
emissions status in the long term.

What are CCUS solutions?

As the name suggests, CCUS is first
about “capturing” carbon dioxide (CO.)
emitted in different industrial processes.
The captured carbon dioxide can then be
either stored over a prolonged period, like
in some special geological formations
under the Earth's surface, or be converted
into more useful chemicals.

CCUSis notasingle technology. It refers
to a variety of different technologies and
approaches that ensure that the emitted
carbon dioxide —the main cause of global
warming and consequent climate change
— does not get into the atmosphere.

for

sought to hold the platform’s decades, but their deployment hasbeen ex-
SHAADISCAM management criminally li- tremely limited, mainly because of cost and
® Shaadi.com founder Anupam  ablefor action: safety i ions, and difficulties in
Mittal said his site is merely a of its user, citing a failure in scahngthem up.

verification protocols — the
lackofagovernmentIDcheck
ora ‘blue tick’ verification.
Mittal was charged underthe
BNS, includingSection 318(4),
which punishes cheating,
and Section 316(2), which pe-
nalises crimlml breach of
y Act

matchmaker and has explicit
‘Be Safe Online’ guidelines.

® Since the fraudulent financial
transactions occurred off the
platform, Mittal argued that he
could not be held liable.

trust, fthe
that punish 1dannty theftand “cheating by personation”.

‘Intermediary’ defence
Mittal’slegal teamargued that holding the CEO personally
liable was legally unsustainable. Its primary defence rested
onSection79 ofthe IT Act, which provides “safe harbour” pro-
tection to “intermediaries” — commonly used to refer to on-
line pldtforms that host tl:urd -party content. The provision
ani notliable forinforma-
tionordatamade: avaual)!e by third parties, provided the plat-
form observes “due diligence”.

What the courts said

Mittal approached the Telangana High Court seeking to
quash the FIR against him. In April 2025, the court disposed of
his petition without deciding on whether the charges against
him alid. Instead, it noted that the alleged offences
carrieda pumshment ofless than seven years. Referringtothe

1! ourt’s. A\Am(’Sthrmr .mlnggmdelmes~
whichaimto prevent
tences of less than seven years — Lhe ngh Court duected lhe
police anoticeto Mittal ratherth rest-

1
inghim. Ittold Mittal to cooperate with the investigation but re-
fused toquash the case itself.

Mittal appealed to the Supreme Court, arguing that the
High Court had failed to exercise its jurisdiction. His counsel
said that even if police were directed not toarrest him immedi-
ately, he was still being forced to face a criminal investigation
and potential trial fora crime he had no connection with.

The top court agreed with this submission, observing that
the High Court had not recorded any issi

® Afew pilot projects running

® Tata Steel, Dalmia Cements, NTPC,
ONGCamong those trying CCUS

® Dozens of research groups
acrossinstitutions

@ Centres of Excellence at || T Bombay,
INCASR at the forefront

ﬂ

The Budget push
For India, which expects its emissions

to grow in the near and medium term due Critical

to construction and industrial expansion,

CCUS is critical. In the past few years, par- .for Soﬂ.le
ticularly afteritannounceditsintention to mdusmes
attain net-zero status by 2070 at the Glas- Cuibo -
gow climate conference in 2021, India has = n Fap Ire,
been pushingfordevelopmentanddeploy-  Utilisationand
ment of indigenous CCUS technologies  storage (CCUS)
suited to its needs and circumstances. tech is relewmt

PHOTO; UNSPLASH
pipeline — capture, transportation, stor-
age, utilisation — to bring in greater effi-
ciency, cost-effectiveness and safety.

The Budget has alloted Rs 20000 cr
for carbon capture, utilisation and
storage. The tech has been around
for years, but scalingupis achallenge

make a meaningful impact, and also be
economically viable, technologies need to
bescaled upsuch that they are able tocap-
ture and convert, or store, 100 to 500
tonnes of CO, per day,” Vikram Vishal, pro-
fessor and convener, DST-National Centre
of Excellence in CCUS at IIT Bombay, said.
“Iam sure we will see several CCUS
ially deployed in
Indiain the next five years,” he said.

Economic benefits

The CCUS technologies are particularly
relevant for industrial sectors that find it
extremely hard to eliminate carbon di-
oxide. In these industries, like steel or ce-
ment, carbon dioxide is released not only
as a result of burning of fuel, but also
happens to be an intrinsic part of the pro-
duction process itself. So, merely switching
from fossil fuels to renewable-powered
electricity does notget rid of the CO...In fact,
inboth cement and steel, a majority of CO,
release comes from the production process
rather than from burning of fuel.

CCUS solutions are the only way out for
reducing the carbon footprint of these in-
dustries. The Finance Minister’s budget
speech mentioned that the Rs 20,000 crore

InDecember, the De of Science .,..wddu” mainly atdevelop-
and Technolc CUSR&D road- i power steel, ce-
map for2030, i ifyi fi- ment

nanceand policy bottlenecks to rapid devel-
opmentand adoption of such solutions.
The budgetary outlay of Rs 20,000
crore over five years seeks to address one
ofthe b)gges[ gapsi inthisarea. A number

Some pilot and demonstration projects forind

of CCUS aresaid to beready,

ionhasbeencl inthe

pasx few years. Many CCUS projects are
kicking off, mainly in the US, Europe and
China. Still, barely S0 million tonnes of CO,
are currently captured every year globaily,
tobestored or utilised. That s less than half
apercentofthe nearly 40 billion tonnes of
CO, that is emitted every year,

Butwithcc rugglingto make a

insteel, cement andchemi- g0l assteel and

cement where
CO; releaseisan

i arge-scals
carbon capn.ue and those teasxble forlong-
term storage, have been mapped.

Several researchgroupsacrossdifferent  intrinsic part of
institutions have been working on devel- production.
opinghomegrown CCUS solutions. Centres °
of Excellence like the ones at IIT Bombay

swmﬁcan[ reduction in their actual

cCu bgies hold the key
to achieving net-zero status. There isno
pathway in which the world is. g\ble w© keep

global warminginc glo-
‘bal net-zerostatus by 2050 without a: slgruﬁ
cantintervention from CCUStechnologies.

« GEOPOLITICS

and arlal Nehru Centre for. Insuch sectors,
Scientific Research in Bengaluru have been just switching
setupspecifically forthispurpose.Several  from fossil fuels
studies hazir?f%q‘%muaed toassess the torenewable
of CCUS s fairly well-established, innova-~ elecmc.x 2 (zoes
tions in engineering, processes and ma-  notgetridof CO..
terials are required at every stage of the  —————

having demonstrated their potential in
laboratories, but need to be tested out in
the field to see whether these can be de-
ployed and scaled up in an efficient and
cost-effective manner. This part requires
substantial investments and, given the
uncertainties of success, these have not
been forthcoming. The budgetary alloca-
tion is meant precisely to “achieve higher
readiness levels” of these technologies in
end-applications.

“Thiscan beagame-changingmove. In
addition to the commercially available
technologies, there are several novel ones
proven in the laboratory, and ready for
being tried out for commercialisation. To

‘These happentobe the largest contributors
toIndia’s CO, emissions.

Many oftheseindustries are facing car-
bon-related tariffs like CBAM (Carbon
Border Adjustment Mechanism) in the
European Union, a key export market for
Indian companies. Lowering their carbon
footprint through CCUS technologies
would make their products more competi-
tivein markets like these.

“CCUSisasignificantenabler for large
scale decarbonisation of industries such
as cement and this (budgetary) interven-
tion d]:ecﬂyaddresseﬁ the technology and
cost fthe ector in
this context. For the cement industry, this
support s critical to enabling the adoption
and scale up of CCUS technologies while
continuing to meet the country’s long
terminfrastructure needs,” said Parth Jin-
dal, the president of Cement Manufac-
turers’ Association.

‘Iran is of much greater consequence (than Venezuela)’

EXPERT EXPLAINS
AJay SINGH

MANAGEMENT ADVISOR & FORMER OIL INDUSTRY
EXECUTIVE WITH EXPERIENCE IN WEST ASIA

muz, whichwouldstopthe flowofaround A question
20% oftheworld’s oil and liquefied natural a pr N
gas (LNG) from various Persian Gulfcoun- of oil quallty

tries. Ifthat happens, prices would spiketo
much higher levels, as that sort of volume
cannot be replaced at shor[ nouce

The militarysc topre-
dict, but if a blockade can be prevented or
cleared quickly, prices would
Damageto production facilitiesinsome Gulf
nations could also occur, but it would be of
smaller magnitude and could be compen-
sated for using other sources. OPEC and

@ Iranian oilis of
good quality and can
be produced using

ional tech-
niquesatlow cost.
© Most
oil, onthe other
hand. is a highly vis-
cous sludge that

“merits of the quashing” — that is, it had failed to examine
whethertheallegationsin the FIR, even if taken as true, consti-
lu(edacnmebmeal ltsaldacoumannoldmmsaquasmng
petiti islight;itmust

Friday over Tehran’s nuclear programme.
In geopolitical terms, a crisis in Iran could
potentially have far greater consequences

than Anil Sasi speaks to Ajay
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Singh, a management advisor based in
‘Tokyo, about how the US threat of force in
the region could upend oil flows and affect
prices. Singhisalso. aformershel] and Japan
ivewithcon-
siderable experience of West Asia.

The oil price fluctuated widely as the
US-Iran military conflict seemed
imminent, before the parties agreed
tonegotiate. What is the outlook for

AFTER WEEKS of tensions,in-  othercountri s ot e
cluding POl ican fc the  plus oil production capacity of 3-4 million ing to flow.
on the USand to inOmanon  barrels per day (bpd). Several new LNG )

supply projects will also come onstream in
the near future in the US and elsewhere.

Iran is important for oil and gas. How
crucial is itin the current geopolitical
context, especially compared to
Venezuela?

Iranis of much greater consequence. It
holds the world’s third-largest oil reserves,
located strategically vis-a-vis Asian and
European markets. Iranian oil is of good
quality and can be produced using conven-
tional techniques at low cost. Most Vene-
zuelan oil, on theother hand, isahighly vis-
cous sludge that requires expensive

oiland gas markets? underground heating to flow.
TheUSisusingthethreat of forcetoco- Iran hM many hlghly prod uctive
ercelranintoa fdi-

rection. Spot oil and gas prices will remain
sensitive as the possibility of war still very
much exists. If a conflict breaks out, Iran
may attemptablockade of the Strait of Hor-

many bil-
IIODS of barrels, with multiple reservoirs
stacked above each other. Some, such as
the Azadegan oilfield, stretch across the
border into Iraq. Iran’s oil production be-

forethe 1980s Iran-Iraq war exceeded 6 mil-
lion barrels per day, but has stayed below 4
million bpd ever since.

Even more important are Iran’s gas re-
serves, thesecond largest in the world. The
South Pars field, which Iran shares with
Qatar, is the largest gas field in the world,
and holds over a thousand trillion cubic
feet of gas. Iran came close to investing in
four LNG plants to export that gas in the
early 70005 butthose plans never materi-

erns over il pro-
gramme and consequent sanctions.

Qatar, meanwhile, has developed its
side of the field, exporting gas worth over
$40billion last year alone, and isexpanding
production capacity.

‘What could be America’s goalinthe
context of Iranian oil and gas, and
more widely?

‘The US aims to secure its global petro-
leum dominance and its political primacy
in West Asia. It is now the world’s top oil
producer, consuming most of its output do-
mestically, while Saudi Arabia is second.
The USisalsothe world'stop LNG producer
and exporter, with Qatar being the second.
If the risk of Iran going nuclear can finally
be eliminated, then US interests would be
better served by ending sanctions and de-

can be achieved, then I believe interna-
tional oil companies will invest.

Chinahasgrown closeto Iran, giventhe
USsanctions on the latter. China reportedly
buys over L5 mﬂ.llon bamels of Iranian oil
perda and i
Iran’s largest trading partner. The US does
notwishto cede such space toits geopoliti-
cal rival in West Asia.

Iran could also be an attractive market
for other goods and services if petroleum
export revenues increase and are used for
the welfare of its people. Iran’s population
of90 million is bigger than Germany’s, and
halfofitis youngerthan 35. Butastable, ef-
fective government and peace are amust.

Isregime change essential and likely
inIran,and what might be the nature
of the new dispensation?

It may be premature to draw any con-
clusions about that. There is, of course,
much hardship and discontent amongthe
Iranian people, and the USdemands of the
Iranian regime constitute atotal reversal of
itscore pollcles

But nation
oftheircivilisational power, unlikely to put
up with foreign overlordship. They re-
member of their d e
cally elected prime minister, Mohammad

veloping Iran’s

in 1953, which the US later ac-

Iran’s petroleum industry needs major
investments, infusion of new technology
and accesstoglobal markets. The US would
like its companies to fulfil that role. If a
stable legal that

knowledged it had engineered to protect
Western oil and political interests.

For any regime in Iran to succeed, cur-
rentor new, itwould have to rapidly deliver
ic benefits to the people and be

sharing between Iran and foreign investors

seenas independent.

@ CULTURE

In Grammy win for Bad Bunny’s Spanish album, a message about belonging

Suanshu Khurana
New Delhi, February4

‘WHITE HOUSE Press Secretary Karoline
Leavitt on Tuesday slammed the artistes,
including musician Bad Bunny, who criti-
cised the USImmigration and Customs En-
forcement (ICE) at the Grammy awards.
Bad Bunny made news on the Grammy
night for multiple reasons, from his winsto
hisstatementstargeting ICE. Thisis not the
first time the Puerto Rican has taken a politi-
calstand, and not the first time that has put
him on the wrong side of the White House.
Born Benito Antonio Martinez Ocasio,
he made history on Monday winning the
Grammy for Album of the Year for Deb?
Tirar Mds Fotos (translating to ‘I should
have taken more photos’). It marked the
first time a Spanish-language album
claimed the top honour at music’s most

hallowed night. The musician went on to
dto*“toallth

had to leave their homeland, their colmtrv

to follow their dreams™.

Earlier in the evening, he also won the
goldengramophone in the ‘Best Mtisica Ur-
bana Album’ category and used the plat-
formtodeclare, “ICE out”, “Weare not sav-
age, we are not animals, we are not aliens.
We are humans and we are Americans”.
ICE has been at the helm of the campaign
against “illegal” immigrants, which many
havecriticised as “inhuman”.

Recently, Bad Bunny was chosen by the
NFL to headline the Super Bowl halftime
show. US President Donald Trump called
the selection “absolutely ridiculous”.

But why isa Grammy for Bad Bunny in
the Album of the Year category signil

(Album, Record, Songof the Year, and Best
New Artist) awarded by the Recording
Academy are to be in English.

Thata Spanish-language album rooted
in Puerto Rican history and politics won
the coveted gramophone demonstrates a
notable shift.

Itis also important in the context of to-
day’s political and cultural climate in the
US, when questions of language, migration
and belonging are getting intense.

What is the album about?

‘The album is an unapologetic embrace
of where Bad Bunny comes from, centring
the culture, language, and politics of Puerto
Rico. Bringing folk music to the fore, Bad
Bunny even got Jorell Meleudez -Badillo, a
PuertoRican historianar profes-

The reason is that the win shatters the
notion that the top four Grammy categories

sorofhistoryat the University of Wisconsin-
Madison, on board to help with the album.

i

Bad Bunny accepts his Grammy for Album
of the Year for ‘Debi Tirar Mas Fotos" ap

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

Who is Bad Bunny?

The eldest of the three children of a
truck driver and a school teacher, Bad
Bunny grew up in Vega Baja, a coastal town
in northern Puerto Rico. Music was all
around him at home, where he soaked up
salsa, bomba, merengue, and early reggae-
ton. As a teenager, Bad Bunny sang in the
church choir. While studying audiovisual
communication at the University of Puerto
Rico, a course he later abandoned, the
musician did odd jobs to support himself.
In his spare time, he would create and up-
load music rooted in the ordinary textures
of Puerto Rican life.

Bad Bunny’s political roots
Bad Bunny is one of the most openly
political global artistes in the US today.
Puerto Rico is a US territory where the
residentsstill donot have aright tovote for

Kolkata

the President or any Congressional repre-
sentation. In 2019, Puerto Rican Governor
Ricardo “Ricky” Rossellé had tostep down
after his chats with his top aides were
leaked and revealed messages that mocked
victims of Hurricane Marfaand were filled
with misogyny, homophobia, and racism.

People began protesting and Bad
Bunny, whowason tourin Europe, leftitin
the middle and returned to be with his
people. Hesaid at Harvard University that
year that it was his "civic duty as a Puerto
Rican” to participate in the protests.

“Bad Bunnys visibility during the 2019
protests increased his popularity among
Puerto Ricans... It sealed his position as a
spokesperson for the archipelago, even if
that was not his goal,” write Vanessa Diaz
and Petra Rivera-Ridea inthe book PFKN
_R: How Bad Bunny Becamethe Global Voice
of Puerto Rican Resistance.
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Peasants to universities, nothing
escaped André Beteille’slens

ODERNINDIAN sociology
begins with Professor
André Beteille, but his

wasa celebrity both inIndiaand the West.
Helectured across the globe and was feted
-everywhereasastar celebrity. Yet, hisheart

way of personal relationships.
On one occasion, I was rather rude in
my respume to his critical comments on

that work best should apply not just to
India but should be important markers of
universal knowledge. He was a prolific
author whose range encompassed almost
the entire sociological scape from tribes,
peasants, and castes to universities,

Therewas no-

death this week does not  and intellect both belonged to India. His \ ‘\ Tnoticed hisc -
Al]OW Leader Of ignal its decline. Thisis  duels with Marxists were always tinged > menl at my unbecoming behaviour, but
because he opened thatdoorwideenough ~ with admiration for them, perhaps on hecarried on asifnothing had happened.
0 S42 l for future generationstowalkthroughand  account of his college years in Kolkata, It helped me hide my embar for
ppOSlth]] t() Spea ( leave one-dimensional, micro-level but more because he was intrinsically a DIPANKAR the moment, but I truly broke out of
studies behind to study India, first,and  complete intellectual. GUPTA it when I apologised to him, that too
HE ONGOING face-off in Parliament between the then the world. When I asked him a question, which . weeks later. He pretended as if he had for-
Speakerand senior ministerson the Treasury benches ‘When Professor Beteillewrotehisland-  people must have badgered him with for- gotten that incident altogether, which
Leaderofthe ition in Lok Sabha mark work, Caste, Class and Power, itwas  ever, as to why he chose to teach at the was quite in character with the overall

Rahul Gandhi on the other is ungainly. The attempt notjust another village studybutonethat  Delhi School of Economics when every dignity of his bearing.
to prevent the LoP from speaking in the highest deliberative brought in Indian politics and universal  recognised university in the world would Professor Beteille broke the mould
forum of the country, be it by citing the rule book, or by invoking theory togetherand in equal measure. He  love to have him, he replied, rather dis- again when he began to contribute regu-
“national security”, goes against the democratic letter and integrated into his study the powerful —missively, that he enjoyed working and larly to The Times of India. His articles
spirit. The LoP must be allowed to speak. And if he seeks to emerging currents of Dravidian politics, teaching here — no further explanation. were widely read and influenced a large
make a point by reading from the memoir of a former Army the dynamics of caste, economic and  He did not come out with grand phrases number of readers because he success-
chief, on events related to the India-China eastern Ladakh political power — all of this taking place  about being nationalistic, and so on, but fully merged somewhat esoteric socio-
staud offof 2020, there shuuldno[beany problemmhlsdomg v1v1dly ina hitherto unquestioned Brah-  stated a simple truth: He felt fulfiiment logical subjects with popular concerns
inthe pur- village in Tamil Nadu. here. 1 immediately understood what he and thereby raised the standards of public
pom:d phone calls with the Defence Minister in circulation His work is probably the most out- meant, and in many ways, he expressed debate. How can one not mention the fact
since December 2023. The mvernmenl ‘s argument that Gen- standing one till now about the transition ~ a sentiment that many leading intellec- that Professor Beteille wrote and spoke
eral MM ourStars of Destinyis i isspe- from ivetodi i it tuals in India hold dear. with charming lucidity. Whether one
cious, 1ts approval is pending. Publisher Penguin Random in village India, where the axes of ritual, My first meeting with him, in the late heard himor read him, his sentences were
H ly quiet on fevents, But by being political and economic dominance no  1960s, was a brief and informal crisp, meaningful and enviably
seentosilenceGandhi and other Opposition MPs —eight were longer converge. Indeed, one mighteven  encounter. He had just become a ‘WhenIasked himwhy he elegant. I know several people
suspended from the Lok Sabha for the rest of session say, without: ion, that Caste, Class ~ Nehru Fellow and was out of ac- h toteach at the Delhi would come for his public lec-
Tuesday — the gove givesthei i thin- and Power thisaspectsowell tive His reputation, chosefoteachal = eDe turesjust to hear him speak —he
skinned even as the excerpts from the book that are pubhc are that the shift in contemporary rural dy-  even then, was sky high and asa School of Economics when was that enthralling. If anybody
neither particularly damning nor revelatory. namicscanbeencapsulatedinonephrase  pretentious young person, Iin- every recognised un_iversity in truly aspired to be a good social

Thatsaid, the drama does not cast a flattering light on Con-
gress and Rahul Gandhi. To be sure, as LoP, Gandhi can, and
'must, ask quesuons and demand answers from the govern-
mentonits it fraught ci whetheritbe
the India-China stand-off or the India-US deal more recently.
But by reducing a large and serious questioning to an insinu-
ation about “pradhan mantri ka character (the PM’s char-
acter)”, as he sought to do on India- Chma and by joining the
dots now, i and indiscrimi between the
Prime Minister, who, he says, is “compromised”, the case in US
courts against businessman Gautam Adani and the “Epstein
Files”, Gandhi undermines his own argument.

Indiaand China have moved on from that moment in 2020.
‘There have been 23 rounds of’ mll(tary Ievel talks, political en-

atsummits, andre-
sumption of connectivity. But unanswered questionsabout the
flaringof i havenot, they must

not be allowed to linger on. On the India-US deal, details are
awaited as Lhe fine pnm isworked out by Lhe twosidesevenas
Cc ister Piyush Goyal has farmers’
mteres\s are protected. These are crucial issues that need hon-

bl i ‘Vhenng,u ernment i clamps
dcwn.lusthef‘ i ytoframeth qt
tions. It needs more rigourand wisdom than tweeting Al-gen-
erated reels linking Epstein to alandmark trade deal.

Onnew Manipur CM’s

— "“from cumulative to dispersed inequal-
ity”. This allowed him to provide a pro-
found alternative to Louis Dumont’s s study
of caste hi whereri
was the critical factor.

Professor Beteille received numerous
awards, both nationally and interna-
tionally. He was honoured with a Padma

stinctively kept looking out for
chinksin hisarmourand wasdis-
appointed that I didn’t find any.
Much later, in the 1990s, when T
came back to the Delhi School of
Economics, thistime as a faculty
member, [ realised how generous
he was with those who critiqued

the world would love to have
him, he replied that he enjoyed
working here. He did not come
outwith grand phrases about
being nationalistic but stated
asimple truth: He felt

scientist, Andre Beteille was the
ultimate model.

Over a decade ago, Oxford
University Press asked me to
compilea list of what I took to be
Professor Beteille'’s essential writ-
ings. Indoing that, I realised fully
how he had brought Max Weber

andci
thing that escaped Professor Beteille’s
close attention.

1 do not know how many of those who
knew him and even admired him are
aware of hisdeep interest in music, poetry
and the fine arts. He could, till almost the
very end, recitelong verses in Englishand
Bengali with admirable ease. His memory
and retention power ing. Irecall
telling him once that I had just laboured
over Walter Scott’s Ivanhoe and how
quaintIfound thetextand prosetobe. Sur-
prisingly, he recalled in minute detail al-
most every page of that book, which he
must have read decades ago. I went back
with a better appreciation of Ivanhoe.
Something similar happened after 1 had
read Don Quixote, and it confirmed my be-
lief that Professor Beteille could be ad-
mired and emulated but was almost im-~
possible to surpass.

Inever called him "André da” as most
Bengalis did. I addressed him as André
when I got to know him better, and I told
him that it was because he was as much
my friend as he was my model. André
smiled at my explanation and said, "A jok-
ing relationship, is it?” In sociology and
social anthropology, this term signifies a
playful but respectful interaction where
red lines are frequently crossed but only
because of lasting affection.

Bhushan and was also elected a Fellow of ~ him and did not let any of the fulfilment here to Indian sociology and demon-

the British Academy. True to his style, he  negative comments come in the strated that sociological concepts The writer is a sociologist
lati h versi k

-

UGCregulations on caste Whena university speaks
HE WIDESPREAD protests longhi; thisideaof! He VERSINCETundertookthestimulating—butoften
against the new UGC regula-  shows how the privileges of advantaged incomprehensible — tasks necessary before one
tions have led to the Supreme invisibl: i ir way: considersoneselfan actor,I'd dream of the day when
Courtstayingtheirimplemen-  ofbeingtopassoffas “neutral”, This invisi- Tunderstood enough about it to share with those

tation, citing concerns that the
regulations could “divide society”. While

AISHWARYA

bility is central to how caste reproduces
itself in modemn India.

‘l Ja&}

younger than meand who, like me, lacked guidance.
For the last 40-odd years, some of the most |oyous and educa-

Al much public debate, including this news- ‘Yet this insight has barely travelled into tional tomywork ha il
plﬂte: (Jl]allenges & h()pe P paper’s editorial (UGC regulations forcea  policy circles. Indian caste policy remains NASEEI‘{ DLl atvarious institutionsand even privately.Thave medto partici-
- RAKASH needed reckoning, IE, January 29) has fo-  narrowly legalistic. It punishes atrocities, al- HAH pate in their growth, often without suLcess but never wuhou[
LY A year after the Centre imposed President’s cused on the merits and flaws of specific  locates reservations, and establishes griev- joy. Thejoboftrying; acros
Rule, Manipuris finally set toget achiefminister. Yum- provisions, a more fundamental question  ance redressal mechanisms. Necessary as reluc!am learners h: the y im-
nam K Singhk ked claim to form the DE‘_\R EDITOR remains insufficiently examined. Whyare  these measures are, caste privilege con- 1h theway,
government, accompanied, among others, by two [ dlsagree measures aimed at correcting historical nnues o 80 unnamed and caste pride re- but I can say without qualification that I have gained more by
Kuki-Zo MLAs of the BJP. This is a significant and welcome de- A N caste-based inequities i ly met Even chal- working with students than I have from any teacher of acting.
velopment. Ithad become evident that President’s Rule was un- S iths ?Why,evenmore  lenged inpmgressivespaces, sucheritiques ‘The Jashn-e-Urdu organised by the Urdu department of
ableto pmvldeaheahng touch inastate that needed it, and that mll_lmfl inwhich than75yearsaftertheadoptionoftheCon-  struggle to gain wider social acceptance in Mumbai University for February 1, from which I was disin-
rnment weinvitereaders  stitution, do we still struggle toaccept the  the absence of clear state backing. vited at the last moment, was an event I was greatly looking
n FE‘H“afY 2024, when Va].\eyMLAs unhappy with Biren totell uswhy, need for such interventions? Resistance to caste-based protections forward to because it meant interacting with students. The
Smghs government lmed up before the BJP leadership in New when they differ The answer lies in how Indian society,  and to equity measures suchasreservation university, after informing me that I needn’t attend (on the
with the editorial backed by its socio-political institutions, — areonlyareflection of this continued insti- night of January 31, and giving no reason for it, forget an
ol‘ that push. Unlik tothe positionsornews ~ continuestotreatcasteonlyasarelicofthe  tutional failure. Unless this is addressed, apology) obviously considered this not insulting enough. So
extent that Kuki-Zo groups refused to engage in talks unless he coverageof “The past. We keep tripping over caste whilein-  even symbolic shifts in power, however they decided to rub a little salt in by announcing to the audi-
resigned, he has made an effort to reach out to the otherside. In tididn, Ex:pms.\:' sisting that it no longer exists. Caste atroc-  cautiously framed, will continueto be per- ence that 1 had refused to be there.
December, he visited a relief camp housing: d]splaced Kl.lkl -Z0 ities are framed as isolated acts by deviant  ceivec the s 1 gory.” It’s not really surprising they didn’t have the courage to
families, marking the firstsuchoutreach indivi i ionsof Useful lessons can be drawn from how state the truth — that I “openly make statements against the
ThemodeputyCMsundethmwill reportedly be from the Kuki- an ial order. Tt gender has been addressed in policy. country”, (if they were covert I suppose that would beall right)
Zo and Naga communities. As CM, Khemchand will have to too, evenasitacl longside laws protecting women, the In- or, at least, that’s what a senior university official reportedly
deepen and sustain this engagement while working to rebuild staps short of examining how our msum dian state has invested extensively in pub- said. If he’s not merely toeing the line and actually believes
trust. Convincing Lhe Kuki-Zo people that he will work equally tions, including the proposed UGC regula-  licsensitisation around gender inequality, that Thereby thegentleman in question
fortheir be tions, fail to meaningfully challenge it. oftenin partnership with civil society, help- to produce one single statement of mine in whichIrundown
‘When Kuki-Zo MLAs and SoO insurgent groups met last The stated ob}emve ot t_he dm[t regula— mg normalme conversanous about male my country.
month, they renerated Lh,xt any participation in a government tions was to and Asa Sure, I have never praised the self-proclaimed “Vishwa-
wouldb onawri - promote equity and inclusion. Yet even result women's disadvantage today is < s guru”. In fact, T have been critical of the way he conducts him-
mittingtoaseparateadministration. The Kangpokpi-based Com- . under the section titled “Measures for the ~ broadly acknowledged, with resistance The UnIvVersity,  gif. His narcissism offends me and I haven't been impressed
‘mitteeon Tribal Unity hasexpressed its dismay at the “reinstalling Ifthe Indian Promotion of Equity”, the focus remained  persisting largely at the margins. after informing byasingle thing he’s donein 10 years, 1 have often been critical
[of]agovernment without first T%OTLVemE - trust deficit”. These stateisserious almostentirelyondiscrimination. Stud; r;; Noc pa effort has been made methatT gnd continue to t:e soof m|:hny I[hmgs the ruling dxspensauon
Meitei-Kuki i nottodis- ith IftheIndi isseri . loes.1h lamented the lack of civi ler-
t ishis weapons, about‘ criminate and to report i ofdis- i itmust confrontitasanin- neec!n.t attend ation for the other in our country. I have been vocal abour sev-
and the impunity with which militant groups are operating in addn?ssmg crimination, and institutionsaredirectedto  stitution in its entirety. This requires peda- (givingno eral other issues because these are things that trouble people
the state are among the other pressmg Jsues the new CM must caste, it must implement guldelmes aimed at protecting ~ gogical reform that teaches caste, including reason, forget  like me about the direction in which we seem to be headed,
lose notimein ion of office confrontitas 50CI0- caste privilege, asalived social reality, from an apology) where student activists are held for years without trial but con-
willbeanewstart—and an opportumtymMampur Itmustnot aninstitution In keeping with longstanding policy the level of basic schooling. We also need considéred this victed rapists/murderers are frequently granted bail, where
besquandered. £ 5 approaches, the regulations framed caste puuni i i % . cowvigilanteshavea free hand to maim and kill, where history
initsentirety. a5 something affecting only disad neutral notinsulting  isbeing rewritten and the content of textbooks revised, where
h Thisrequires  taged students. Engagement expected  culture. Unless this happens, resistance to enough. So even science is being fiddled with, where a Chief Minister, no
e ] aogi from advantaged-caste studentsislimited  reformwill persxst The protests a(,amst the cided less, talks of harassing the “Miyas”. Just how long can this
H ug Gantzer “ (lS a E:g’ax‘;ﬁﬁ_lc:{l 0 a commitment to “not discriminate”,  UGCregulati an he! iﬁzgi“ﬁf :l: hatred be sustained?
f ll o ll with little emphasis on sensitisation or  are the predictable outcome of a long-ne- 5 This is not the country I grew up in and was taught to love.
(&11{0)\% tl aveller teachescaste,  pedagogical interventions that explain  glected responsibility. As B R Ambedkar saltinby The “thought police” and “doublespeak” have been deployed
including caste how privilege operates. Neutrality is as-  warnedinAnnihilation ofCaste, political re- a:mou_nci_ng in full force, as has surveillance. The “two minutes of hate” have
/GH GANTZER and his wife Colleen came of age as privi]ege, asa sumed as the default condition, whiledis-  form without social reform can never lead that Thad turned into 24 hours of hate. Would it be too far-fetched to
travel writers when the world was still encountered Tived ial crimination is treated as an unfortunate  tolasting change. equate the situation with George Orwell’s 1984, in which not
second hand — when access to distant places was li- IVE S_()Cld but contained aberration. refusedto singing the praise of the “great leader” is considered sedition?
ited and when journeys retained the gravity of oc- reality Sociologist Satish Deshpande, in his The writer is research scholar, Centre for be there
casions. What: theirworkwasan i that places ‘writings on caste and has Studies, Thi Shah s an actor and author
revealed themselves slowly, through conversations and contra-
dictions, through the chaos that animates metropolises or the
quiet that lingers in the countryside. They wrote of these as one
mightspeaktoa fellowtraveller—offering
thattheworld ratherthan con-
sumed in a big greedy gulp. Hugh's death, two years after Col- 40 YEARS AGO Assam CMseekshorderfence  president, Kamlapati Tripathi, came out decision to thiseffect was taken following the

leen’s, marks the passing of this older era of travel writing, one
that resisted grand gestures in favour of a textured narrative.

Initially conumssmned by the India Tourism Development
Corporati ea 1guide on Kerala, they wentonto
create dozens of travel books, several television documentaries
and countless newspaper columns over the decades. Even as
Hugh's career as a naval officer carried him across the coumry.
they made their home in ie, embeddin;
aloosely gathered community of artists and writers — among
them Ruskin Bond 1Alter —bound by
inwriting against haste, in attention as a defining principle.

As travel increasingly narrows into bucket lists and curated
reels, the legacy the Gantzers leave behind is lessa matter of nos-
talgiathan of courtesy: To look closely, listen carefully. And tore-
memberthaxahfeon the madcamshoﬂ]me authority of having

‘wholestory.

February 5,1986

Trl.mm, Bhigat
e oppmc price hike

The Assam Chief Minister, Prafulla Mahanta,
urged Prime Mmlstef Rajiv Gandhi that the

openly in protest against the government’s

recent decision to increase the prices of pe-

(ruleum products. Thefirsttorisein protest
Minister of Parl y Affairs

hBangla-
desh should be taken up immediately to
checkinfiltration. Mahantaalsosaid it was es-
sential mmcrease the number of check~
! dHu o
of Border Security Force
forii i il

Petroleum price hike opposed

and Tourism, HK L Bhagat. Inan unusual
manner, unheard of during Indira Gandhi's
time, the cabinet minister issued a state-

revision of fares. Since the fares have been
hiked to 50 paise, Re 1, Rs1.50and Rs 2, there
will be no more need of these coupons.

lsraelreleasesubyanplane
ALibyanp bertwo
fficial th by Israeli

mentwarning the thatthe
steep rise would lead to hardship.

ChangestoDTC coupons

Jels and forced toland in northern Israel was
given permissionto take offagain, ths Israell

plane asmall jet, was flying fmm leya to

The Delhx Transpnnc jon will ll-

YT the Medl-
terranean. There

In ove, | senior Con-
gress(l)leaders including the working

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .
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® WHAT THE OTHERS SAY
XiJinping’s ousting of the country’s top
general underscores the concentration
of power in the hands of a few.

— The Guardian
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For India-Pak, peace is not weakness,
dialogueis not defeat

\ AN
THAROORTHINK
BY SHASHI THAROOR

(OR OVER twodecades, the trajec-
tory of India-Pakistan relations
hasfollowed agrimly familiar pat-
tern: Cautiousovertures, hopeful
summits, and then, mev:tably,
terroristattackthar From
Agra to Lahore to Ufa, each attempt at dia-
loguehasbeenshadowed by violence—in-
from
Pakxstam soil. When 26/11 happened in
Mumbai, the then-Pakistani foreign min-
ister was in Delhi to negotiate and sign an
agreement for liberalising visas. Few can for-
get that Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
visit to Lahore for Nawaz Sharif’s birthday
and his. gmnddaughter’s wedding was fol-
onthe
Pachanko[ air base. The narrative has be-
come tiresomely predictable: Indian peace
initiatives undermined by Pakistani terror-
ism-which theciviliansin Islamabad seem
unable or unwnlhng tocurb, The resultisa

media and hyper-nationalist echo
chambers, combative rhetoric can escalate
faster than conventional diplomacy can
contain. A misi ater-
roristattack, ora political provocation could
spiral into confrontation — not because
either side wants war, but because neither
has the channels to prevent it.

ha into

doctrine: India will not talk until Pakistan
dismantles the infrastructure of terrorism.
Palnqan inturn, insi;

The then, is to imagine a
for thatacknowl-

edges India’s legitimate security concerns
wl:ule also preventmg the two countries’

Thy persists.
New Delhi’s reluctance to engage is
rooted in bitter experience. The Kargil con-
flict followed the Lahore Declaration. The
Mumbai attacks came after backchannel

and
curred in the wake of renewed dlplomanc

irresistible descent into perma-
nent estrangement. This requires a shift
from summit-centric diplomacy toamore
layered, resilient architecture of contact
—one that includes, but is not limited to,
official dialogue.

Inthelong run, the mosteffective deter-

contact.
Pakistan — 1oumahsts academics, retired
i e

leverage or institutional will to prevent re-

rentto border hostility may not be
‘military might or diplomatic isolation, but
the presence of human relation-
shipsthat resist the logic of enmity.

tan must make the “first move” is not in-
compatible with calibrated outreach. India
canset clearbenchmarks: For instance, vis-
ibleaction: agains[ known terror outfits, the
arrestof
lnﬂammatory words and actlons of pro-
scribed terror If
even partially, New Delhi could respond
with reciprocal gestures — resuming Track
11 dialogues, restoring sporting ties, or re-
opening consular channels. The key is to
move from binary diplomacy (talk or don't
talk) toincremental diplomacy (talk as and
when conditions evolve).
Thereisalsoa case for regional multilat-
eralism. Forums like SAARC have been para-
lysed by bilateral tensions, but newer plat-
forms — such as climate cooperation,
disasterreliefor pandemicresponse, maybe
even Indus waters management — could
offer neutral humanitarian ground. These
areareas where collaboration is notjustde-

sirable but necessary.
Uluma[ely the, goal 1; not toresume dJa-
ILUSTRATION: CRSASIKUMAR  Joge for
alsohelp forpeace dial i ‘This means
within Paklsmn —a c(msntuency thatis reoogmsmg Lhal peace isnotan event buta
often butnoti process. It and

Let's consider the impact of relaxed visa
regimes for Pakistani students, sportsmen,

a

are uncertain. It also requires clarity. India

Budget will
deepen
inequality, not
mitigateit

e
HIMANSHU

HIS BUDGET comes at a time nf global uncer-
tainties in domestic and
consumption and distress in personal incomes.
These are more or less confirmed by a variety of
data sources — both the government’s own data
and private surveys. While the Budget may have managed to
rein m the fiscal deficit, it has been achieved at the cost of ex-
incrucial sectors. Ov
in the revised estimates for 2025-26 is lower by more than Rs 1
lakh crore, a result of lower capital and revenue expenditure.
The reduction was large in key areas such as urban and rural
social welfare, iculture.
Clearly, commitments made in the Budget make little sense
when there are large gaps between actual expenditures and
Budget commitments.

amsls and panents These are individuals  must conunueto insist lhattermnsxms non- Thefactthat th i of' finance
ythreats, yet hl 1t it must that peace restson i il h ic. Mass-
h i inIndi isnoti Tt o ive to the middls through income tax cuts and

prevailing stereotypes back home. I am yet
tomeet a Pakistani visitor to India who has
Tnotgone backwithover ingly positive
feelings about our country. Similarly, ex-
changingvisitsofscholarsand Joumahstsm

agree to a summit-level i m(erav.unn But

GST rananahsauon hz\s ledtoa massive shortfall of tax rev-

neu-
tral ground, could be a beginning.
Indla Pakistan relations will never be

enues. W ivateinvest-
ment demand the strategy of mee[mg the ﬁsml deﬁclt target
thr

Th historyaredeep,

eachcountry,evenunder frame-
works, could help counter the mutual cari-
catures that dominate public discourse.
Such exchanges do not require trust; they
require safeguards. And they offer returns
that far exceed their risks.

Ofcourse, critics will largue [hatsuchgm-

Pakistan extr:

countability, that they dilute
India’s principled stand against

currence. Thelndianestabushment weary  This calls forenhanced peopleto— Ultimately, the goa.l isnotto cross-border terrorism. But en-
of dia-  peopl dial focits gagement isnotendorsement. Itis
logue without accountability is not diplo- sectorswhexemenskofmﬁltmnon resume oguciory s‘o'wu investment — in a future where
macy; itisself- decepuon or misuse is low. Cultural and ~ Sake, but to create conditions dialogue is possible because the

Yet “nodialogue” cannotbea porti iccol-  where dialogue s sustainable.  ground has been prepared. India
answer. Silenceis not strategy, itisstasis.In  laborations, medical visas, and pil- This means recognis‘mg that can maintain its demand for dis-
a region as volatile as our Indian subconti- ~ grimages are not panaceas, but < mantling terror networks while
nent, slasls 15 d:mgerous Theabsenceof they are pressure valves. They peaceisnotanevent but still exploring avenues of com.ac[

not: ions;it  allow forhuman contactevenina aprocess lhaxdo not.

allows them to fester. In the age of social

LETTERS
To THE EDITOR

Tradereset

THE GOVERNMENT deserves
accolades forits patient and pur-
poseful statecraft, turninga com-
plex trade stand-off intoa victory.
forbothsides (‘A deal forintegra-
tion, opens possibilities’, IE, Feb-
ruary 4). While the warning
against complacency is valid, ex-
ternal success demands internal
cohesion. Itis high time we
revived the tradition where the
Opposition joined the
government tochampion India’s
cause globally. Justas ourecon-
omy integrates with the world,
our political class must come to-
gether for the national interest.
Krishan Chugh, New Delhi

StudentsinUS

THE SHARP decline in Indian
student enrolments in the
United States should be viewed
asastructural shift (‘Fewer stu-
dentsgoing to US could be anew
beginning’, IE, February 4). The
question is whether India is pre-
paredto producuvely absorb
thistalent. i

tudent:

climate of political hostility. They

SANGMUAN HANGSING

AFTER NEARLY a year of President’s Rule,
Manipuris poised to havea “populargovern-
ment”, with Yumnam Khemchand Singh of
the BIPset totake charge. In Delhi, the deci-
sion is being framed as a necessity: The
numbers align, time has run out, and the
Constitution appears to demand forward
movement. From a distance, the transition
carries the reassuring appearance of order
being restored.

Across the Kuki and Zomi areas, after
months of displacement, fractured roads,
and relief camps that have quietly turned
into long-term addresses, the word “popu-
lar” sits uneasily. People are asking what
exactly is being restored — an elected gov-
ernment, or the belief that politics can still
offer protection.

This unease has taken public form. Stu-
dent organisations in Churachandpur
have marched against the formation of a
government without a political settlement.
Even when Kuki and Zomi groups sig-
nalled willingnessto engage with a future
government, they did so conditionally,
seeking written commitments, a
defined timeline, and movement

will benefit the nation only if ac-
companied by serious reforms in
research fund lng, faculty

strength,
and industry collaboration. Ex-
panding capacity without
improving quality may simply
create new bottlenecks.

Sakshi Mishra, Jammu

Menstrual hygiene

IT'SHEARTENING toseethe Su-
preme Court finally frame men-
strual hygieneas central to Article
2U'sright tolife and dignity, push-
ing for free pads, proper toilets,
and disposal systems in schools
nationwide (‘SCrulingon
menstrual hygiene is about dig-
nity’, IE, February 4). Too many
girls miss classes or drop out be-
cause of sugma and lack of basics
—this hat head

and arereal
But permanent disengagement is not asol-
ution.Itisasurrender to cynicism. The chal-
lenge before policymakersistocraftastrat-
egy that is firm on security, flexible on
contact, and clear on purpose — to prevent
conflict, not merely postpone it.

Indlans have awell-j 1usnﬁed mxskrust of
lheP ofits

yand in

tous and are not above lying to their own
people to frame military as

torevive ds d in thy

Perhaps nothing warranted more attention than the rural
economy given the level of distress and the role it plays inem-
ployment generation. Rural wage growth has slowed and has
been almost stagnant foradecade. Theillusion of a “goldilocks
phase” ofthe economy is pmnanly driven by the deflationary
trend in pri ion for most agri pro-
duce. While it makes zeal growth look better, it comes at the
cost of declining price realisation for the majority of farmers.
Most major crops have seen farm-gate prices decline and at
much lower levels than the minimum support price. An in-
creasein agncu]n.ua[ employment during the same time also

the non-farm

victories. Perhaps the first truth that we
mustboth realise and explain to our people
is that peace is not weakness — and dia-
logue, whenconducted wisely, is notdefeat.

The writeris i MP, Lok Sabha, and chairman,

, the idea that Pakis-

y Standing Committee
onExternal Affairs

New CM, but noinstant
resolutions in Manipur

laywithin the ruling party itself, as BIP legis-
lators reportedly faited for months to agree
on who should lead the state. The paralysis

mented, till depend:

mlsBudgetwasannpportumtymrewveme rural economy.
The recipe then was clearly a
boost topublicspending toin-
crease rural demand and
kick-start the process of re-
vival of the rural economy.
Unfortunately, the rural and
agrarian economy hardly
finds any emphasis in the
Budget, barring customary
references. The agricultural
sector has seen underspend-
ing compared to even
budgeted estimates for recent
years, with the net result that
budgeted expenditure for
2026-27 is lower than the ac-
tual expenditure in 2024-25.
Much of this cut has happened in crucial programmes meant
to increase productivity. There are no allocations for missions
for pulses, vegetables and fruits and hybrid seeds. The budget
for: agncu!mral research and education is lower than the revised
for2025-26.

ILLUSTRATION: MITHUN CHAKRABORTY

on negotiation and informal permission,
and

Whilet year given
theiri inKerala, Tamil Nadu

bl OV-

thanwi ysinability toagree
on leadership. Once this internal question
was settled, the path to a popular gavem-

£

emnment firstand
ment, the Centre shifts the burden of
reconciliation onto state leaderslnp with li-

mited D

ment cleared quickly,

and Puducherry, there is noincrease in budgetary allocations.
‘The focus on plantation crops is in any case necessary given
the export potential. Sois the case with livestock and fisheries,
both of which have shown more than7 per cent growth in the
lastdecade. Butevenin th

U1eearher1usnﬁcduomordelay groups, decisic ini iver
The Centre’ is not difficult to i d
trace. President’s Rule ughtened 1drmms curity remain tightly held elsewhere. The
deci-  popular ma yday
jons, andpoliti-  governance, but it will operate within
cal dxalogue stalled. Overtime, the pressure boundariesit did not draw.

i deepery
The urgency of the move does not ad-

Supporters of government formation
argue that democratic life cannot remain
suspended indefinitely and that elected rep-
ility. Yet

per problem. Th flict that
erupted on May 3, 2023 did not arise from
theabsence of institutions. It grew outofa

Manipur’s recent history shows how little
mere presence can achleve Peﬂple are nol
asking foraninstant

failure of I Long be-
forethe first houses were burnt, politicsin
Manipur had taken a coercive turn. Ad-
ministrative authority drifted away from
the hill districts on decisions affecting
land, identity, and belonging. By
the time violence broke out, trust

onapolitical within ~ Theconflictthateruptedon i the state had already thinned.
thelife of the Assembly. May 3,2023did notarisefrom  That failure did not end with the
What the prolonged delay re- (e absence of institutions. It ~ resignationofachief minister.
vealedwassomeﬂun,namwer It " - The popular government now
wasnotdri the SIEW outofa pml(ngd failure beingassembled inherilsrhisunre

g,round orby lhe concerns of dis-
Tt

ofleadership

ing for direction and for clanty Whal has
been missing is assurance, in the form of
commitments that people can rely on.

It may take a long time for Manipur to
heal. Most people already understand that.
This moment, however, will beread closely.
It will show whether the mmmuon of gov-
emnmentmarkst political re-
pair, oranother exercise in moving forward
without reckoning.

H

solved terrain. It will
state that remains physically seg

\gsir and writer

based in Manipur

donot increase inbudgetaryallocations.
Unfortunately, there is hardly any mention of any initiative or
budgetary allocation for the crop sector, which employs the
bulkof workers in agriculture,

For most of the other expenditures crucial for supporting
the social sector, there has been atendency toshift the burden
to the states. The latest example is the introduction of VB-G
RAM G, which of the burden of tostates.
‘This has happened along with a net decline in the transfers to
states under centrally sponsored schemes.

A bigger problem is the change in horizontal devolution
suggested by the 16th Fmance Commission. With changes in
the formula for hori tion, better-off: as
Kerala, Karnataka, Haryana, Punjab and Gujarat have seen
their share increase. This has come at the cost of a decline in
central transfers to the poorer states of Bihar, Uttar Pradesh,
West Bengal, Chhattisgarh and Madhya Pradesh. Most of these
poorer states suffer from a weak financial position and weak
infrastructure and human development outcomes. The com-
bined impact of budgetary cutbacks and financial devolution
is likely to be an increase in regional inequality and slippage
on essential human d and
across the country.

The writer is associate professor, Centre for
Economic Studies and Planning, JNU

)

OLmmrta Roy

THE AQIin New Delhi in mid-November
hovered somewhere between “Very Poor™
and “Severe”. By all medical logic, thisisa
time to stay indoors, turn on the air puri-
fierand y. And yet. if you

on, Statesand Union territories
must now act swiftly with proper
funding and monitoringtoturn
these words into everyday reality
forevery schoolgirl.

KSakunthala, Coimbatore

weretostand at the gates of Lodhi Garden
at 5:15 AM, you would witness something
that contradicts the basic laws of self-pres-
ervation. You would see thousands of
people moving in rhythm. They are run-
ning, Fifteen years ago, the sight of a rec-
reational runner on an Indian street was

Urban Indiais running — away from loneliness

on an Indian road in 2011, you assumed
they were late for a bus or training for the
police academy. Today, India is in the
midst of a running fad. Marathons have
spread from the metros to the small towns
of Ladakh and Kerala. Why?

The first clue lies in the pockets of the
runners. In the mid-2010s, the cost of mo-
bile data in India crashed. The culture of
sharing personal milestones moved from
thelivingroom tothe digital feed. Running
offers a unique advantage in the social
mediaeconomy: It produces data. You can
track your route, map your elevation, and
capture the exact moment you cross the
finish line with a medal around your neck.
The Strava screenshot serves as a badge of

an anomaly. If you saw running

C ine. The fear of missing out has

proven to be a more powerful motivator
thanthe fearof heartdisease. But thereisa
sociological shift at play here as well. Urban
Indiais lonely.

The traditional structures of commu-
nity are fading in big cities. The joint family

bicles and traffic. They lack a “third place™
that exists outside of their office and their
apartment. The run club has stepped into
fill this vacuum. If you visit a run club
gathering in Cubbon Park on a Sunday
mommg youy will notice the demographic

is istentand hood
adda has disappeared. Young people mi-
grate to Bengaluru or Gurugram for work
and find themselves adrift in a sea of cu-

Ifyou saw someone runningona

isover young and single. The
logic makes sense because the act of run-
ning acts as a filter. You know the person
running beside you shares your schedule,
your discipline, and your values.

Butthi

road in 2011, you assumed Lhey asecond, arguably more critical purpose
werelateforabus or training for Eublic spaceaForwomen mz;an citiescan
the_PO]Ee af:adew I‘oday Indiais  ;pen feel like hostile environments, The
inthe midst of arunning fad design of thestreetsand the culture of pub-
lic space: dictate astate of con-

Kolkata

epaper.mdlanexpres&com-. m

stant vigilance. Running alone at 5 AM
presents a specific set of calculations for a
woman in Delhi or Mumbai. The sudden
rise of run clubs has allowed women to oc-
cupy a

off-limits. And in cmes that are polluted,
isolating, and often unsafe, the runclub has
become a way to reclaim public space,
manufacture community, and impose
meaning onotherwise chaotic urban lives.
What looks like an irrational choice, run-
ning through smog at dawn, makes sense

nt

reward.
These runners aren’t chasing personal
bests at5:15AM as much asbelonging, vis-
ibility, and a brief sense of control.

The writer is a senior manager at Regal Fincorp
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When Manipur
has anew CM

Arepresentative government in Imphal is welcome;
it mustimprove inter-community relations and
ensure justice for victims to have lasting peace

he swearing-in of Yumnam Khemchand

Singh as the next chief minister (CM) of

Manipur holds the potential toactasa

decisive break from the unrest that has
cleaved the province, driven deep wedges between
communities, and tanked public faith in both the
government and law and order. On paper, the new
arrangement offers a chance for the region to move
forward after two years of discord. Singh is
considered to be a moderate leader from the
dominant Meitei group, and his two deputies are
drawn from the Kuki-Zo and the Naga communities.
In building a new, more representative government,
the Centre appears to want to address communal
antagonisms and give warring groups a stake in the
stability of the new administration — something that
was sorely lacking when President’s Rule was
imposed almost a year ago.

In the past, this newspaper has bemoaned how the
seeds of the violence in the state —where at least 260
people have died since May 2023 and another 60,000
displaced — were first sowed by the unilateral action
of the then government which withdrew from a
tripartite accord and further actions by former CM N
Biren Singh that were seen by the Kuki-Zo
communities as partisan. The high court’s decision on
the scheduled tribe reservation lit this powder keg,
widening chasms between communities. That the
initial clashes snowballed into a complete breakdown
of law and order and fractured the state into ethnic
enclaves was due to a loss of faith of the common
citizen in the impartiality of the administration,
especially since then CM Biren Singh appeared either
unwilling or unable to crack down on militia from the
dominant community. Merely bolstering the security
apparatus did little to bridge this chasm of trust deficit
— the core reason why the state has not returned to
normalcy despite a cessation in violence.

The new administration has a chance to turn the
page. But to achieve lasting peace, the government must
commit itself to nurturing inter-community relations,
stop any attempts at sowing strife, and ensure genuine
justice for the many victims of the violence. The
administration must eschew a parochial view of the
state and, instead, encourage a vision that holds space
for diverse communities and their claims and interests.
In a state where scars have cut deep over the past two
years, no governance misstep can be tolerated again.

The India-US
relationship now is
shaped by forces and
communities far larger
than the world of
officialdom

n February 2, US Presi-

dent Donald J Trump

wrote on X: “Out of

friendship and respect

for Prime Minister

(PM) Modi and, as per

his request, effective immediately, we

agreed to a Trade Deal.” A little while

later, PM Modi wrote: “Delighted that

Made in India products will now have

a reduced tariff of 18%". *1 look for-

ward,” the PM made clear, “to work-

ing closely” to take the India-US "part-

nership to unprecedented heights”.

The tariff reduction from 50%, if the

penalty for importing oil from Russia

was to be included, to18% has set the

stage for a breather, at the very least.

As expected, the markets in India

have quantitatively welcomed the
announcements.

In a world where tariffs and the

threat of tariffs have been increas-

to India’s agricultural sectors are yet
to be outlined.

On balance, and while details, of
course, matter, this is generally good
news. There is too much at stake
between India and the US. Impor-
tantly, that the two principals are talk-
ingand celebrating each other’s pro-
nunciations on the deal, and the
future of this crucial relationship is
even better news. There s little doubt
that apart from the strategic patience
and the tireless efforts by
Indian leaders and negotia-
tors, the ambassadors in

No reset to past, but
reframing of future

have been ongoing for several
months.

Yet, in the year since PM Modi
visited Washington D.C. in February
2025, it is increasingly clear that the
ground has shifted regarding the
India-US relationship. There is no
“reset” to the past. What we are wit-
nessing is a reframing of the future.

First, no one in India will take the
US for granted. That the wheels came
off the relationship only a couple of

months ago is a fact that will
stay with Indian leaders and
negotiators for a long time.

both countries did more than This is not to say that the
turn a knob. strategic trust has altogether

Some commentators have broken. It has not. The rela-
argued that a “strategic Rudra tionship today is shaped by
reset” is in the works. Chaudhuri forces and communities far
Reportedly, Indian negotia- audhuri larger than the world of offi-
tions with regards to a joint cialdom. For instance, fol-
statement that frames India’s lowing the penalty of an

approach to Pax Silica have been con-
cluded. This initiative, spearheaded
by Jacob Helberg, an undersecretary
in the US State Department, is
designed to create “secure and resil-
ient supply chains” for advanced tech-
nologies and critical minerals
amiongst “trusted partners”.

This is nota treaty. Itis not a decla-
ration that all countries sign up to.

asan i

Rather, it'sa ork with several

ingly of
statecraft, at least for the US, 18% is
excellent news. The details on the
trade deal are still trickling in. At the
very least, those sectors in India
focussed on exports to the US and
elsewhere can take a breath. The
implications, if any, for market access

bespoke agreements entered into
between the US and a specific coun-

additional 25% on India for importing
Russian oil, and the near-freeze in the
conversations between the two prin-
cipals, technology-related invest-
ments in India from the US soared.
American technology tsars were
shaken but not deterred from making
multi-billion-dollar commitments to
India. There are several announce-
ments that have been lined up for the
Al Impact Summit to be hosted in
New Delhi between February 16 and
20. Many have already been made,

try. No v identical.
As it stands, India is expected to for-
mally join this framework, with a
carefully negotiated statement, some-
time in February. The negotiations

towell over $50 billion.
Further, ata time when American
spokespersons sledged against India
daily, their CEOs travelled to [ndia in
droves, There is something unusual

Th
takeabreath.

about these twin tracks. Years of
investment in the relationship have
clearly created a degree of resilience
that exists outside of official practices.
Moreover, the functional relationship
between administrators and techno-
crats continued as planned. Meetings
were not cancelled. VTCs were not
unplugged. From discussions on the
India-Middle East-Europe Economic
Corridor (IMEC) to strengthening
defence ties, there was evidence of
business still getting done.
Nonetheless, what is also clear is
that the uneasiness in the political
track, to put it mildly, was arrested in
time. The trade-led announcements
were well timed too: A fortnight
before, everyone from Jensen Huang
to Sam Altman and Dario Amodei to
senior officials in the White House
were travelling to New Delhi for the
Impact Summit. Hundreds of Ameri-

HT ARCHIVE

changing geopolitical realignments as
it is about market access and eco-
nomic growth. Doing more with the
EU, the UK, and individual European
States, mostly Germany and France, is
not a hedge or a bet, but a part and
parcel of a reimagination of Indian
strategic priorities on both sides. As
German officials make clear, “there is
no choice but to work hand in glove”,

Whilst several of these lines of
efforts with the EU and the UK, for
instance, have been in the making on
their own terms, the recent experi-
ence with the US has provided the
space, ironically, to do more and
sharpen the vision for an outcome-
based approach to Europe.

In sum, the announcement of a
trade deal between Indiaand the USis,
of course, excellent news. But the
future will not look like the past. This is
not areset. This is neither about devel-

can venture CEOs, and

opinga for caution. Itis, in

other technical experts pe
Second, as a result of America’s
advance in the past year, lndlas
approach to strategic dis

‘many about texture
for determined diversification, with the
USonly a part of the mix.

has been given real legs. The Free
‘Trade Agreement with the European
Union (EU) is as much about India’s

Rudra Chaudhuri is a vice president at
the Observer Research Foundation.
The views expressed are personal

Artin the age of public
fairs and exhibitions

here was a time in the Indian subcontinent when

allart production was meant for public viewing.

Places of faith to memorials to mourn were also
platforms that showcased art—murals, reliefsand
sculptures to musical and dance performances —that
the public, while mediated and restricted by social
institutions such as caste, accessed and appreciated. In
modern times, they moved to museums and galleries,
where, increasingly, the viewership gotlimited to
chosen communities, with a clear divide emerging
between the cultural elites and the masses. Art also
becamea commodity to be acquired for individual
consumption or investment, and moved furtheraway
from beinga part of the commons.

In the past few years, this seems to be changing with
art (creators to collectors) reaching out to a wider public,
inviting a larger cross-section of society, across classand
caste, language and region, to engage. This outreach is
visible in public events such as the Kochi Muziris
Biennale, which started in 2012, or the Lodhi Art
Festival, an open-airart festival in Lodhi Colony, Delhi,
that started a decade ago, or the India Art Fair, which is
intoits17th edition in Delhi, and numerous smaller and
larger exhibitions and festivals. One may call ita
democratisation of cultural engagement as (visual) art
and artists leave galleries to engage and interact through
publicdisplays to performances, encouraging
immersive viewing and interaction. Atits best, these
mark the revival of a carnivalesque atmosphere, a
recreation of our public festivals, noisy as well as
reflective, breaking down social barriers and offering
fare for both the schooled and the unschooled, and
expanding the space for cultural production.
Hearteningly, a new set of collectors has emerged who
are keen to offer their collections for curated public
viewing. All of this augurs well for India’s culture
economy, which has been underappreciated and
underfunded, and mostly controlled by the State or
exposed to manipulations of the market.

Budget twea

ks tariff, but

customs reforms remain

udget 2026-27 came at a critical
‘moment for trade, just days after India
concluded a free trade agreement with
the European Union. It offered an
opportunity to align customs policy with
India’s growing global trade ambitions. It
takes a cautious approach — reducing costs
for strategic manufacturing, clean energy,
defence, health care, and exporters, while
selectively raising tariffs to protect a few con-
sumer goods. The result is a budget that deliv-
ers some focused benefits but leaves the

food processing is raised from 1% to 3% of
export value. In footwear manufacturing,
duty-free inputs now include shoe uppers,
easing a long-standing bottleneck. Exporters
of garments, leather apparel, and footwear
now have 12 months — up from six —to meet
export obligations under Advance Authorisa-
tion. This reduces compliance risk and work-
ing-capital stress in labour-intensive sectors.

One of the most significant reforms is the
removal of the 210 lakh per consignment limit
on courier exports. MSMESs, artisans, and

deeper structural of India’s
import tariff regime and customs system
largely unaddressed.

The most i h

e sellers can now ship higher-
value goods without shifting to slower and
more complex cargo procedures For small

in the budget lie in the removal of basic cus-
toms duties (BCD) on capital goods and strate-
gicinputs. Nuclear power receives long-term
certainty — much needed for a sector that has
been recently for private is

exporters, this ch:
than many tariff cuts.

But there are also selective protections that
send mixed signals. The BCD on potassium
hydmxlde has been raised from nil to 7.5%,

users in chemi-

Duties have been eliminated on nuclear-gen-
eration equipment, absorber rods,

and project imports for all nuclear

plants registered with customs
authorities through September 2035, &
Foran industry defined by long ges-

tation periods and regulatory risk,

this clarity matters more than mar- Aj
ginal rate cuts.

Customs duties are removed on
raw materials used for manufactur-
ing and maintaining aircraft parts —
including engines — when imported
by defence public sector units. This
strengthens India’s aviation mainte-

-

Sriva:

cals, soaps, detergents, and batteries unless
domestic supply expands quickly.
Duties on finished umbrellas are

7 raised to 20% or 60 per piece, which-
oy ever is higher, to curb low-priced
imports, But duties on umbrella parts

and accessories are also raised sharply.

ay This partly negates the protection
staya offered to domestic manufacturers

who rely onimported inputs.
There are some clear misses.

OM BIRLA

&%
You all are senior leaders, but it is
not right that you break the rules

of the House. Protest is not done
by sloganeering or carrying

postel

protest is done by wo

EU-India: Beyond the deal,
a stabilising global force

hether in terms of ism, of
outcomes, or of strategic signifi-
cance, the visit of the President of
the European Council, Anténio
Costa, and the President of the European
Commission, Ursula von der Leyen, to India
—on the occasion of Republic Day and for the
16th India-EU Summit— was nothing short of
historic. The camaraderie between Prime
Mlmster (PM) Narendra Modi and the two

of the
budget about overhauling customs
procedures, reforms remain incremen-
tal. Tariff simplification is largely lim-

had a particular personal reso-
nance: President Costa proudly recalled his
family ties with India as he pulled out of his
pocket his Overseas Citizenship of India card

others. Six-th d from EU
member-States that are established in India
are already an integral part of the Indian
growth story, representing, in production
value, close to 5% of India’s GDP and generat-
ing 3.7 million quality jobs,

These are not just government talking
points: European and Indian business com-
mumues alike have applauded the new per-

d to them, and
w;\s particularly upbeat at the EU-India Busi-
ness Forum organised at the margins of the
Summit.

certainly owe much

nance, repair, and operations (MRO) = ited to extending or pruning exemp- atthe summit statements. Presidentvon der  to our overriding converging strategic inter-
ecosystem and aligns with defence tions. Customs tariff changes are con- Leyen showed her fondness for Indian culture  ests — butalso to the willingness of both sides
indigcnisarion goals without under- RV fined toa few items, leaving the overall through her sartorial choice of bandhgala,  toaccommodate each other’s concerns, such
mining domestic manufacturing. Anuradha  regime ed. The maze of cesses, zari, and bandhani scarf, honouring Indian  asthe EU's carbon border adjustment mecha-
Duues are remﬁved on sod:um surcharges, and special levies layered handloom design and designers. nisin, and agriculture during the multiple
din solar gl —————  over BCD remains untouched. Real The Indian textile industry — — rounds of negotiations and accept

capital, required forlithium-ion simplification needs collapsing these indeed, all Indian citizens — now Es differences.
cell production for battery energy storage sys-  into a small number of final duty bands that have another reason to cheer EU-In- This is a sign of the political matur-
tems, In critical minerals, customs duty on traders can actually understand. dia ties: The conclusion of the nego- ity of this partnership. It did not fall
monazite has been cut to zero. Indias web of overlapping notif tiati aFree Trade Agreement from the sky as divine providence:
health care see similar logic at work. Inputs for  — many not self-contained — further raises (FTA) between the EU and India and ; Both systems have increased engage-
it i e costs. A unified, lransparenLoane the memorandum on mobility Hervé ment in the past years, learned about
exempted per domesticvalue  tariff schedule is e ‘The Export Pro- signed by both sides will bring our Delphin each other, and gained mutual com-
addition. Tn d medi i-  motion Mission in last year's budget economies and people closer, lead- fortin taking the relationship toa new

ces, duties are cut to zero on 17 additional
drugs, medicines for seven rare diseases, and
key diagnostic components stich as X-ray tubes
and flat-panel detectors.

“The Budget will benefit exporters in aviation,

has yet to start operations. Despite Cabinet
approval, intended benefits are yet to reach
exporters. High domestic input costs — steel,
chemicals, logistics— continue to erode compet-
itiveness. Practical reforms such asextending

ing to a “new era of shared prosper-
ity”, as highlighted by PM Modi.

The long-awaited EU-India Summit, the
firstin-person one since 2017, did not fail the
high expectations of both sides. It delivered a

level. The EU and its member-States

have worked in sync, with increased frequency

of mutual visits and contacts berween ourtwo
‘When India’s

ister, SJalshankar characterised the EUand its

nuclear energy, clean-energy equipment, elec-  validity periods for claiming f Duties joint ive strategic
tronics, and health care. Zero-duty treatment ~ and Taxes on Exponed Pmduds (ROD'IEP) ben- agenda that expands and deepens coopera-
nuclear equij efits align- tion across a full spectrum — from clean

for aircraft

lithium-ion manufacturing machinery, solar-
glass inputs, and medical devices also directly
benefits foreign suppliers. The proposed tax
holiday until 2047 for foreign companies offer-
ing global cloud services from Indian data cen-
tres is another policy signal for attracting
greater investments in this sector.

Taken together, these moves signal a bud-
get focused on cost competitiveness in capital-
intensive and technology-led sectors rather
than on broad consumer-facing hbemhsanon

Beyond tariffs, the

ing duty drawback codes with eight-digit HS
codes, and integrating customs IT systems
remain absent.

Deeper reform s, of course, inevitable. Cus-
toms duties account for barely 6% of India's
gross tax revenue and average just 3.9% of
import value. Nearly 90% of import value is
concentrated in fewer than 10% of tariff lines,
while most tariff lines generate negligible rev-
enue. Maintaining a complex tariff schedule
for such Lumted ﬁscal returns imposes heavy
i costs.

logistics and working-capital conditions. '['he
duty-free import limit for inputs used in sea-

DESPITE STRONG
SIGNALLING AHEAD OF
THE BUDGET ABOUT
OVERHAULING CUSTOMS
PROCEDURLS, REFORMS
REMAIN INCREMENTAL

The budget takes sensible tactical steps, but
it avoids the harder structural choices. In a
world where geopolitics increasingly shapes
trade, meaningful customs reform is no
longer optional. It must be a continuous proc-
ess, well beyond the annual budget ritual.

energy to critical minerals, from water to
d, from the cucxﬂar economy todisas-

“the fastest growing partner-
ship” ful Indla he articulated a sentiment
shared by Europcans about India. Both sides
are fully cognisant of the stakes involved and
LhL potential pitfalls. Hence, the fast-paced

ter risk
Artificial ]melhgence (Al). from research to
space, from connectivity to security and
defence. And this list is not exhaustive. We
also chose to adjust our approach to make
sure our partnership delivers at scale and at
speed.

Think of it this way: As one of the most
consequential FTAs in the world, the “mother
of all deals”—along with the start-up parmer-
ship and innovation hubs initiative agreed to
at the summit — will lay the foundations for
an “India-EU economic VPN", a transforma-
tional connection of our systems. Our eco-
nomic complementarities will be leveraged,

and we will offer each other market and scale,

Ajay Srivastava is founder, Global Trade
Rescarch Initiative, and RV Anuradha is
partner at Clarus Law Associates.

The views expressed are personal

mutual benefits and more invest-
ments and jobs. We will also be integrating
our supply chains and research and innova-
tion inadvanced ing
for clean tech, biotech, IT, and space, among

of the partnership will be a
matter of constant focus for the leaders of the

their resp
The recent global economic turbulences
and geopolitical turmoil have imparted
deeper resonance to the central message of
the summit: The EU and India, representing a
quarter of the world population and the
global GDP, are as much a smb).llsu]g force
itted toa iveand rules-b;
global order, as they are reliable, complemen-
tary, and stable partners for each other. Both
are ready to work with all interested partners
to address global challenges. The EU-India
force is here to stay as a defining component
of the global system. The Indo-Europe
Express has now been launched, and both
sides will work to make it unstoppable.

Hervé Delphin is ambassador of the Eurapean
Union to India. The views expressed are personal
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Loosen the controls

The committee on banking sector should give lenders
a freer hand and encourage M&A to create scale

HEGOVERNMENT'S ANNOUNCEMENT thatitwill setupahigh-
level committee to draw up a road map for India’s banking sector
istimely.Withouta clearstrategy for the financial ecosystem, meet-
ingthe country’sgrowthaspirationswill bedifficult; credit remains
acritical catalyst. While some recommendations of earlier committees can
berevisited, the context has changed dramatically. Rapid technological shifts
and the growing ubiquity of artificial intelligence threaten to fundamen-
tally alter how businesses—including banks—operate. That said, India’s
financial sector needs a set of basic structural fixes. Foremost among them
is scale. Indian lenders remain puny by global standards. As Financial Ser-
vices Secretary M Nagaraju noted earlier this week, India’s credit-to-GDP
ratio needs toalmost treble—toabout 150% from the current 56%.To take
andabsorbriskefficiently,banks must be farlarger than theyare today.Con-
solidationis one obviousroute. Toits credit, the government hasalreadyexe-
cuted oneround of public sectorbank mergers—no small ach.levement gwen
strongunionresistance. Therei: acase forgoing further,incl
tive mergers among smaller private sector banks and with stronger peers
Inthis context, it would also be useful to assess the performance of small
finance banks and examine whether they should continue as standalone
entities or be merged into larger banks. Without adequate scale or a suffi-
cientlybroad deposit base tolower funding costs,lenders cannot price credit
competitively. Stronger balance sheets would also inspire investor confi-
dence and enable banks to raise growth capital from markets. Governance
reform is another long-standing priority. Multiple committees, including
the P] Nayak Committee, have argued that state-owned banks need greater
autonomy. Reducing the government’s role in operatmnal and governance
decisions would minimise interference, 1t,and
improve competmveuess with global peers. A smaller ownership footprint
wouldal publicsectorbanks moreattractive tolong-termi
There are indications that the government is considering allowing for-
eign investors toown up to 49% in state-run banks—asensible step.Strate-
gic foreign investors can bring not just capital but also global best practices
in risk management, technology adoption, and governance. The Reserve
Bank of India and the government have already taken a constructive
approachbyfacilitatingstrategic foreigninstitutions suchas SMBC
and NDB in private sector banks. Theirwillingness to invest reflects confi-
dencein the strength of these institutions. The next logical step would be to
revisitvoting rights caps, currentlylimited to 26%, to encourage deeperand
more active participation by long-term investors. Of course, India cannot
rely solelyon foreign capital to build a stronger banking system. Policymak-
ers should also consider granting bank licences to financially sound non-
banking financial companies (NBFCs). Several NBFCs have demonstrated an
ability to deploy technology efficiently across operations while managing
risk prudently—in some cases outperforming traditional banks.
Theregulator’sreluctance toallow large industrial conglomerates toown
banks is prudent. However, a calibrated expansion of licences to well-run
NBECs,which canattract both domesticand foreign capital, deserves seri-
ous consideration. Forsuchi tocommit gfully,operational
flexibility will be key. Letting go of some legacy controls is therefore a nec-
essary first step if India is to build a banking system capable of supporting
sustained high growth.The government must speedily decide on the con-
stitution and the terms of reference of the high-level committee. Losing
timeis neveragood option.

For more FTAs, need for
greater trade openness

THEGOOD |uu|3<£7" the US—whichi

ingdi in2014—c vhenad
ativelyi lobal trade,whichis —aneﬁectsonthelndianeconomy.
Aninteresting factoid is that han half of India’s exports of good: athirdof

imports will flow through these nine trade deals. More such bilateral and regional
agreements are on the anvil, with india ingits ttadmg psa:
world fractures broadly into US-and Sino-

To facili hdeal:
government policymustgoallin d dori-
entation to navigate the uncertainties in global trade.

Out of all the trade agreements that were neganated since 2014, those with the

European Unionand the USarebig-ticket: powerful

the world. With the US, however, the absence of any deal text renders it difficult to
assess what India has agreed to secure this agreement. The highly unpredictable US
President Donald Trump has claimed that India would stop imports of Russian oil,
reduceits tariffs and non- (anﬁf bamers ontheUs to zero, and commit to buy over
$500billion of. andagricultural prod-

ucts for the US to lower reciprocal tariffs on India from 25% to 18%.All of this offers
relatively limited comfort for India tobe part of the US-centric bloc.

Aligning with the Sino-centric bloc is equally problematical. Although tensions
have de-escalated on the border, de-induction and
disengagement of troops has not begun. Like the US,
t.ha dragnn has used coercive emnomxc measures to

weaker

& llonan like
bloduugs]npmants of rare, carths,femhsers,and tun-
E i d 350 of its global deficit. By

amassing troops and making border incursions at
will, China only recognises India only as a weaker
neighbourand notasonewithwhomit can persuade

N CHANDRA tojoin lts blocasan al]y Bﬂatmal tcnsmnscanonlybe
MOHAN the

differential.
B i : To: copew‘rtha fractured world,whatisneededisa

The writer is an economics bold =4
andbuihess thatimprovesIndia’s

pmspectsthmugh freetrade agreements (FTAs)with
middle powers, the Global South,and mega group-

ings like the C iveand P forTrans- Pacific Partner-
ship (CPTPP).India’ (MFN)tari fthe high-
estat 16%,and i ithwhom a
ing down.Anacross-the-board cutin dutiesinali with,
say, the Association of Asian Nations (ASEAN)—as ded in Bud-

get1997and laterbya memberof the EconomicAdvisory Council to the Prime Min-
ister last year—will definitely send the right signals.
AsIndia will ink more FTAs, lower average tariffs, including those on inputs and

inter P wuuld boos tits tradey mregrauon
h ‘hains. In thi:
ucial fori ) htott India-Pacific
arealsomembersofthe CPTPE.S¢ So,t00,arefourASEAN members. Considering India’s
reluctancetobeapartofthe theUSand China,it Tate-
MFN tari ith ASEAN asa basi

the CPTPPin the future. But this cannot happenif the tariff question is addressed in
only a pwcemeal manner rather than through ovemrchmg muonahsanon Many of
“I'Ascovp- range of i

propertyrights,labour intenton tariffreform,
government policy must ensure that Lnd:a through its FTAs navigates the fractured
‘world of global trade.

@ POLICY PREVIEW

@ DEALING WITH US

Union Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal

|'want to stress that this is less than the tariffs
imposed by America on several competing nations;
it will increase India's competitiveness in terms of
its exports to the American market

STEADY GROWTH ENVIRONMENT LENDS SPACE TO WAIT RATHER THAN DELIVER FINAL RATE CUT, IFTHERE IS ONE

Time to wait and watch

T CAN BE expected that India’s
Monetary Policy Committee
(MPC) will keep the repo rate
unchangedat5.25%at its Febru-
ary 6 meeting. While the upcom-
ing base year revision in the consumer
priceindex (CPI) can potentially provide
space to cut rates one more time in
FY27,we believe other factors (risk of
limited transmission, continued weak-
ening pressure on the INR, astill-strong
growth,and aneed to budd buffers amxd
anuncertainglob:
thecase Ioriurtherra(ecuts.m ourview,
the Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI) focus
will remain (as has been the case in the
recent past) on the provision of adequate
liquidity to ensure that market rates
remain aligned with the repo rate. The
Indian rupee liquidity injection (to off-
set FX outflows) via bond purchases is
also likely to contain the rise in bond
yield not
the main ob]cctwe) Bond ylelds face
upside pressure amid larger-than-
expected borrowing for FY27.

We discuss the rationale for our
views below.

Thebase year revision in CP is likely
to provide space to cut one final time.
The ministry of statistics and pro-
gramme implementation will release
the new CPI series with a revised base
year of 2024 on February 12. Thus, we
think the MPCis likely to await full clar-
ity on the FY27 mﬂatlon trajectory in
thenewseries further

ANUBHUTI SAHAY

Head-India, Economics Research,
Standard Chartered Bank

vision via various tools (including bond
purchases) will remain a key factor in
keeping market rates anchored (rather
thanarate cut).

Usually, interest rate differentials
matterless forthe Indian rupee,butata
certain juncture they become impor-

impact on the final CPTinflation, it is
important to wait rather than act based
onassumptions.If FY27 inflation turns
out tobeinlinewithourestimate, based
on the real rate preference of 100-150
bps, room for one more rate cut could
emerge. But the availability of space to

likely to further de-incentivise USD rais-
ingamid higher global rates. Maintain-
ing the policy rate at least takes offaddi-
tional pressure on the Indian rupeeand
the import bill.

Moreover, geopolitical tensions,
trade fragmentation, and concerns on
Al-focused investment flows raise exter-
nalrisks forIndia. Hence, it is important
tobuild buffers to manage theserisksin
case they materialise. Crude oil prices
have quietly inched up towards $67 per
barrel (after touching $70 briefly) and
there are upside risks to base metal
prices. Should these risks materialise,
especially amid a weaker Indian rupee,
it could push inflation higher. Thus,a

cutrates does not warrant a need to use
itjustas of now.
We say so for several

tant.By that
the Indian rupee needs
any interest rate defence

reasons. as of now.
The ultimate objective In case of any India’s import cover
ofany monetary policy eas- adverse shocks remains healthy at ¢.10
Lu% is u;]ans[:)nission. We  to growth laterin énouths and at]l'lxe RB}I]'S
elieve that better trans- ecision to ow the
mission or keeping money the year due to Indian rupee to bea shock
market rates closer to the external factors,  apsorber amid weak capi-
repo rate can work more keeping some tal inflows is commend-
effectively with a focus on powder dry inthe  able.Capital flows remain
adequate liquidity provi- . ‘weak on a host of factors,
sioxg Anothqer raz l3:ut is form of policy rate including a plunge in net
likely to have a limited cuts can help foreign direct investment

impact, especially if the e—————  (FDI)to $1 billionin FY25
market views the next froma peak of $40 billion
move after a pause as a hike. For in FY20. Higher global rates, the incen-

wait-and-watch mode makes more
sense than a cut followed by a quick
turnaround in the monetary policy
cycle. At the same time, in case of any
adverse shocks to growth later in the
year due to external factors, keeping
some powder dry in the form of policy
rate cuts can help.

Asteady growth environment pro-
vides space towait rather than rushing
to deliver the final rate cut (if there is
one). We expect India’s GDP growth to
moderate to 6.6% in FY27 from 7.5%
in FY26.The Economic Survey projects
FY27’s GDP in the 6.8-7.2% range.
While thesenumbers canvaryonahost
of factors (including the impending
release of a GDP series with a new base

instance, since the last rate cut in tive to invest in artificial i Iit
De while call rates have (AI),and aslower-than-expected revival

rateaction at this week’s meeting.
Oursimpleanalysis (byapplyingnew
weightsto the existing sub-indiceslevel)
shows that in the new CPI series, FY27
headline inflation could be lowerby 30-
40 basis points (bps) versus our current
forecast of 4.1%, ceteris paribus. How-
ever, as expanded coverage, method-
ological changes, etc.,would alsohavean

ADITI NAYAR

Chief Economist, Head-Research
and Outreach, ICRA

remained similar to where they were in domestic demand are the likely rea-
before the cut, 10-yearbond yields have sons for this sharp fall in net FDI flows.
moved up on inadequate liquidity and Whileboth the RBI and the government
an unfavourable bond supply-demand are focused on attracting durable capi-
balance in FY27; the govemmem tal flows back to the economy, it s likely

d a larger-th p to comewith alagas structural reforms
gross borrowing programme in the (key to boosting return on capital in
recentbudget. Recent RBIactions onlig- India) take time toimplement and yield
uidity are reassuring and liquidity pro- gains. In the interim,another rate cut is

A focus on efficiency

year), the is that the under-
lying growth momentum remains rea-
sonably supported. The next push to
growth needs to come from the ease
and speed of doing business in India
rather than relying on counter-cyclical
measures like interest rate reductions
(which has run its course). The Eco-
nomic Survey hasbeenalso echoing the
need to bring down the structural cost
of capitalin the economy.

The 16th FC has given useful suggestions on discontinuing
off-budget borrowings by states, strict adherence to provisions
of FRBM Act and borrowing limits,

and rationalising subsidies

THE REPORT OF the Sixteenth Finance
Commission (16th FC) was unveiled
alongwith the FY27 Union Budget. This
report retained the approach followed
by the 15th FC in several recommenda-
tions while proposing meaningful
changesin others,aremarkably finebal-

NEW LOOK

Changes in divisible pool share for FY2027-FY2031 over FY2022-FY2026
0.24 (in %)

0.16 II
000 | B u

management sectors. Even though the
local body grants are pass-through in
nature, they play an important role in
improving thesocio-economicindicators
of a state and augmenting the growth of
itseconomy.

Additionally,the 16th FChas proposed
1.6 lakh crore as disaster management
grant to the states during FY27-31, up
from ¥1.3 trillion transferred during the
previous five years.

Ina departure from the practice, the
16thFChas dlsconunued revenue deficit

nd-
itional and untied source of grants. This
'was given tosome states if the FCanticip-
ated thatevenafterconsidering theirown
revenues and tax devolution, the states
may still report a revenue deficit, reflect-
ingsome inherent disability. The 16th FC
assessed such grants to be ineffective in

ance of continuity and change, with a = = (] = — =
focus on efficiency. 0,08+ I - e-Frw mii -I I
The two main recommendations of 016
ﬂ]eFnge;amtomeshaﬁngfaft;xeianc; 0924
ts e Government of India (Gol) T ERE B e eecl 5 e o oln clf 200 0. D
mtheystates.TheléthFChasrecnm— $8%35 38 58 %i::" g 5 R %é‘ gf&’ %g‘g S‘ZE éfé%_‘iﬂ 2
mended that 419% of the Gol's divisible S8Y7E GELEc~riioiB0aBu_5Fr3d
pool {defined as gross tax revenues less S | B ESEs GETEEZ P Be Dy
Tesse ges,and collectioncharges) £5 5 5 £z "W 55E
be transferred to the state governments & g g g
dunngnsawardpmodufFY’7 -31.Thisis Z T
ertical jonandisin  source: FC Reports; ICRA Research
line with the level ded by the
15th FCfor FY22- 26
Forsplitting: betweenthe largel; i otherhand are subject to fulfil of

individual states, referred to as their
inter-se share, the FCs use a horizontal
devolution formula.The 16th FCretained

Further, '_he{‘ has reduced conditi
the weight of the area criterion to 10% of the contingency. In all, grants for the

five of the six horizontal cri-

from 15% assigned by the previous two 16th FC period are 18% higher than the
FC: ring the floorto 1.5%. 15th FC'saward period.

reducing thestruc

shelved it. This change may nudge the

erstwhile recipients to find durable solu-

tions to structural revenue deficits, and
i

perhap:

teriaused by the 15th FC,i.e.p

Thi Id dtheinter- The16thFCh dedadou-

area,forest, per-capitagrossstate domes-
tic product (GSDP), and demographic
performance. However, it changed the
forsome of them, which raised the inter-
seshareof 14 of the 28 states forthe 16th

se share of states with very large geo- bling in local body grants to ¥7.9 lakh
graphical area, and the latter would have crore for FY27-31, from ¥3.9 lakh crore
impacted that of states thatareverysmall. transferred during the FY22-26 revised
However, this may not negativelyimpact ~ estimates (RE). The release of these
thosestatesthatroutinelyreport revenue remains contingent on the states com-
surpluses, as this change may only com- pleting the prescribed basic reforms. How-
pressthesizeof theirsurplus,and not pose i
asizeable concern.

hasbeen raised to 60% of the total by the

The tax devolution isa formula-based
transfer, and its appeal lies in its pre-

16th FC, from 40% in the previous five
years, enhancing the flexibility of usage.

FC’saward period.
The16thFChasi h
| ion criterion, ¢
to gross domestic product (GDP), witha
weightof 10%.Thisisab dictability
catorand

lifting the inter-se share of states with

bytheGoltothe  Around 40% of the local body grants are

of ope: t
On the borrowing limit, the 16th FC
has capped the normal net borrowing
limit for state governments at 3.0% of
GSDP for its award period, in line with
what prevailed during FY24-26.
Thisapart,the 16th FChasgivenause-
fulsetof suggestionson fullydiscontinu-
ingoff-budgetborrowings bystates,strict
adherence to the provlsmns of the Fiscal
and Budget
Act and borrowing limits, and rationalis-

states on a mom.hly hasns) and untied
nature.A of onthe

tied towards spending in sani and
solid waste management and/or water

THE EDITOR

Astrategic pause

Apropos of “A breakthrough moment"
(FE, February 4), the trade agreement
with US should be read less as a tran-
sactional win and more as a strategic
pause in an increasingly volatile trade
environment. At a time when supply
chains are being reordered by geopo-
litics, sanctions, and election-driven
protectionism, India has bought itself
room to manoeuvre. Lower tariffs res-
tore predictability for exporters just as

global demand shows signs of frag-
menting along political lines. More
importantly, the deal signals that India
is no longer negotiating from a posit-
ion of vulnerability but as a market and
manufacturing base that major econo-
mies cannot ignore. This leverage will
matter as trade increasingly intersects
with technology controls, energy
security, and defence partnerships.
That said, the real test lies ahead. India
must use this window to deepen
competitiveness rather than rely on

tariff arbitrage. The next phase of
global trade will reward countries that
can offer resilience through trusted
supply chains, regulatory clarity, and
scale rather than just cost advantages.
—Amarjeet Kumar, Hazaribagh

Indo-US trade reset

Apropos of "A breakthrough moment"
(FE, February 4), the move signals a
pragmatic reset in Indo-US trade ties,
easing frictions and building trust ata
time of shifting global supply chains.

P L
totheseimportant suggestions.

With lower tariffs and greater policy
accommeodation, bilateral trade and
strategic economic cooperation are
likely to gain fresh momentum. It also
strengthens India's position as a relia-
ble economic and strategic partner
for the US in the Indo-Pacific. The deci-
sion could catalyse higher investmen-
ts, smoother market access, and dee-
per integration of both economies.
—PV Prakash, Mumbai
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Joining hands

The BJP manages internal unity in

Manipur; the State still awaits it

The Budget and the imperative of fiscal consolidation

hile presenting the Union Budget
2026-27, a considerable part of
the Finance Minister’s Budget
speech dealt with the
expenditure programmes that will be launched to
enable India to become developed by 2047. The

Minister N. Biren Singh resigned on Fe-
bruary 9, 2025, leading to President’s
Rule, President Droupadi Murmu revoked the or-
der on Wednesday to facilitate the return of a
popular government — Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) leader Yumnam Khemchand Singh was
sworn in as the 13th Chief Minister. The two De-
puty Chief Ministers are Nemcha Kipgen, from
the Kuki-Zo community, and Losii Dikho of the
BJP’s ally, the Naga People’s Front. While these
moves were taken to avoid extending President’s
Rule beyond one year, which would have re-
quired moving a Constitution Amendment Bill in
Parliament, they also allow the ruling BJP to pro-
vide a semblance of democratic governance to
help it regain public support during the final year
of the Assembly’s tenure. As seen in the general
election, the disastrous second tenure of N. Biren
Singh had led to discontent in the hills and valley
of Manipur, reflected in the victory of Opposition
candidates. Subsequently, as sporadic violence
spread across even relatively peaceful areas, a
coalition of internal critics in the BJP, which in-
cluded Mr. Khemchand Singh, successfully lob-
bied for a change in leadership. That Mr. Biren
Singh was present when Mr. Khemchand Singh
‘was nominated by the BJP leadership to the posts
of Legislature Party leader and Chief Minister
suggests party consensus. Mr. Khemchand Singh
had also signalled his intent in working towards
reconciliation between the Meitei and Kuki-Zo
communities by visiting a Kuki-Zo relief camp in
the Naga-dominated Ukhrul district last year.
President’s Rule was also intended to disman-
tle the impunity of armed radical groups and fa-
cilitate the safe return of the displaced. While se-
curity forces had managed to recover a
significant portion of looted weapons and tamp
down the fervour of radical groups, the human
cost of the ethnic strife still remains unaddressed.
Only 9,000 of the estimated 60,000 displaced
persons have returned home, reflecting the en-
during trust deficit. Dastardly acts, such as the ex-
ecution of a Meitei man in the Tuibong area of
Churachandpur, in January, while visiting his Ku-
ki-Zo wife, underscore the urgent need to defang
radical groups that continue to hold sway. The
BJP has successfully leveraged political survival
as a glue for its leaders. However, engineering a
similar detente between the communities re-
mains a daunting task. With Kuki-Zo groups con-
tinuing to demand an untenable “separate admi-
nistration” which will lead to further discord
beyond just the two communities, the new go-
vernment must move beyond token concessions
such as accommodating different community re-
presentatives in leadership positions. True stabil-
ity will require an inclusive dialogue that engages
all political and civil society stakeholders to re-
build the foundation of trust.

N early a year after former Manipur Chief

Generations apart
Despite being separated by 16 years,
Djokovic fought as an equal with Alcaraz

Grand Slam title at the 2022 US Open and

scaled the pinnacle of ATP rankings as a
tender 19-year-old, he was said to be on a fast
lane to success. On Sunday, with his first Austra-
lian Open singles crown and seventh Major over-
all, the Spaniard proved that those predictions
were not ill-founded. The four-set triumph over
the legendary Novak Djokovic drew Alcaraz level
‘with greats such as John McEnroe and Mats Wi-
lander in the all-time Slam tally. At 22 years, eight
months and 28 days, Alcaraz is also the youngest
to complete the career Grand Slam (acquiring all
four Majors at least once), surpassing 22-time
Slam winner Rafael Nadal’s record of 24 years,
three months and 10 days. Melbourne had long
been Alcaraz’s Achilles heel. He had not gone
past the quarterfinals in four prior attempts, and
this time, he had arrived Down Under without his
long-term coach Juan Carlos Ferrero, from whom
he recently split. But the World No.! thrived, of-
ten under pressure, not just in the final where he
fended off a resurgent Djokovic aiming for his
25th Major, but also in the semifinals where he
battled from the brink — both tennis-wise and
health-wise — to outlast Germany’s Alexander
Zverev in a five-hour, 27-minute humdinger.

The fortnight also served as a timely reminder
of Djokovic’s enduring genius. The rousing four-
hour, nine-minute semifinal victory over World
No.2 and two-time defending champion Jannik
Sinner - his first over the Italian in six attempts —
showed that even at the grand old tennis age of
38, the Serb is among the very best. He may have
benefitted from a walkover in the fourth round
and a retirement in the quarterfinals, but what
shone were his technical mastery and the ability
to hit peak level when needed. Djokovic is now
up to No. 3, and such is his recent record — four
semifinals and a final in the last five Majors — that
any talk of retirement appears incongruous. Ho-
wever, it will be in the best interest of men’s ten-
nis if a contemporary star can be unearthed to
challenge the Alcaraz-Sinner duopoly than just
depending on a seemingly timeless patriarch.
The women’s game does not suffer from such la-
cuna as Elena Rybakina captured her second
Slam title — after Wimbledon 2022 — with a stun-
ning three-set defeat of World No. 1 and four-time
Major winner Aryna Sabalenka. The 26-year-old
Kazakh is now ranked No. 3, and the fact that she
beat No. 2 1ga Swiatek — who was on her own mis-
sion to achieve a career Slam — and No. 6 Jessica
Pegula en route will halo her achievement.

E ver since Carlos Alcaraz won his maiden

'mphasis on the advanced technology sectors
such as Artificial Intelligence, biopharma,
semiconductor and critical minerals among
others, is well taken. The concern with these
expenditure programmes is on how well they are
going to be implemented and the pace at which
they will enable the goal of Viksit Bharat to be
achieved.

Expenditure priorities, revenue prospects

In order to provide fiscal space for these changing
priorities, the Government of India has been
successfully undertaking a restructuring,
particularly of its revenue expenditures. For more
than a decade, the share of revenue expenditure
to total expenditure has been going down, from
88% in 2014-15 to about 77% in 2026-27 (BE), that
is a fall of 11% points. Within this, the fall in
central subsidies was 7% points of total
expenditure. Correspondingly, the share of
capital expenditure in total expenditure has
increased.

The Centre’s emphasis on capital expenditure
has played an important role in supporting GDP
growth. As a percentage of GDP, the Centre’s
capital expenditure, in the post-COVID-19 years,
has been at a high level. However, its annual
growth rate has fallen over time. Thus, from a
recent peak growth of 28.3% in 2023-24, it fell to
10.8% in 2024-25 and to 4.2% in 2025-26 (RE). It is
budgeted to increase now to 11.5% in 2026-27
(BE), which is only marginally higher than the
assumed nominal GDP growth of 10.0%. Thus, it
will almost remain static at 3.1% of GDP in 2025-26
(RE) and 2026-27 (BE). It may be noted that the
budgeted capital expenditure growth in 202526
was 10.1%, but a growth of only 4.2% was
achieved as already noted.

The Government of India’s revenue receipts,
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particularly projections for 202627 (BE) of tax
revenues are cautious and are likely to be
achieved. But the concern is that the buoyancy of
Centre’s gross tax revenues in 2026-27 (BE) has
fallen to 0.8, well below the benchmark of 1. This
consists of a buoyancy of 1.1 of direct taxes, which
has a share of 61.2%, and a buoyancy of 0.3 of
indirect taxes, which has a share of 38.8% in
Centre’s gross tax revenues. The main reason for
the lower overall buoyancy is linked to the Goods
and Services Tax (GST) collections, which are not
expected to keep pace with GDP growth in
2026-27 (BE). In view of the high pressure on
increasing expenditure, both developmental and
welfare, the government should take a good look
at the indirect taxes structure and raise their
buoyancy to 1.

The recommendations of the Sixteenth
Finance Commission (FC16) have not provided
for any change in the share of States in the
divisible pool of central taxes, keeping it at 41%.

The assignment of taxes to the States,
therefore, has remained the same at 3.9% of GDP
in 202526 (RE) and 2026-27 (BE). Also, the FC16
did not recommend any revenue deficit grants or
sector/State-specific grants. Because of
i i ion of revenue deficit grants, there

disce
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The Budget
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government
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on, but
sustained
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monetary and
fiscal stability

would be a reduction in the overall transfers to
the States as compared to FCIS. In fact, there has
also been a reduction in other components of FC
grants — the reason why total FC grants to the
States have fallen from 0.43% of GDP in 2025-26
(RE) — the last year under the recommendations
of FCI5 — to 0.33% in 2026-27 (BE), the first year
under the recommendations of the FC16. Usually,
in the first year of an FC award period, there is a
step jump in the volume of grants.

Pace of fiscal consolidation

The slowdown in the pace of fiscal consolidation
is also a major concern. The pace of reduction in
the fiscal deficit to GDP ratio has progressively
fallen in the post-COVID-19 years. Considering the
period from 2023-24, the annual reduction in this
ratio in successive years was 0.7% points in

2024-25, 0.4% points in 2025-26 (RE) and only
0.1% point in 2026-27 (BE). The change in the
targeting strategy from fiscal deficit to targeting
the debt-GDP ratio also does not give much
confidence. In fact, the debt-GDP ratio and fiscal
deficit to GDP ratio are interdependent and move
in tandem depending on the nominal GDP
growth.

A transparent strategy would be to give the
glide path of debt-GDP ratio and fiscal deficit
relative to GDP with an underlying assumption of
nominal GDP growth for the next five years. It
should also indicate as to when the respective
targets committed to in the Fiscal Responsibility
and Budget Management Act 2018, that is, of 40%
for debt-GDP ratio and of 3% for fiscal deficit to
GDP ratio are likely to be achieved.

It is also useful to note that maintaining an
unduly high debt-GDP ratio leads to a high
interest payment to revenue receipts ratio. The
effective interest rate for central government debt
is estimated at 7.12% in 2026-27 (BE). This rate has
been rising progressively for the last three years.
In fact, as per the 202627 (BE), the interest
payment to revenue receipts ratio is close to 40%,
thereby squeezing the space for the required
primary expenditures.

It must be stressed that the limit of fiscal deficit
at 3% of GDP has a strong logic behind it. If the
Centre and States take 8%-9% of GDP, the
investible resources available for the private
sector will come down strongly. In this situation,
it is difficult to expect private investment to pick
up.

A good framework

Taken together, the Budget presents a good road
map to achieve the status of a developed country
by 2047. It has highlighted the critical areas
where the government and country must focus
on. Sustained growth needs monetary and fiscal
stability. The path of fiscal consolidation requires
arelook.

The views expressed are personal

The US. trade deal — gains from economic diplomacy

steadily and at scale. Its new trade

architecture resembles a newly built
expressway, anchored in strategic trade
agreements that will enable faster, more
predictable movement for trade. After concluding
amajor free trade agreement with the European
Union (EU), the United Kingdom and other
partners, India has now secured a consequential
trade deal with the United States.

The road to this deal was neither short nor
simple. Shaped through a demanding and
intricate process, the deal stands as a testament
to the strength, steadiness and foresight of Indian
negotiators. After nearly a year of sustained
dialogue, technical negotiations and quiet
diplomacy, India and the U.S. agreed upon the
lower tariff of 18%. The reduction of U.S. tariffs on
Indian goods to this competitive level is a huge
boost to Indian exports, providing improved
market access, policy certainty and avenues for
new strategic partnerships.

l ndia’s trade playbook is working strongly,

A growing network of partnerships

The India-U.S. trade deal represents an important
outcome in India’s expanding network of
international trade partnerships. The trade
agreements with the European Free Trade
Association (EFTA), the U.K., and the EU give
India preferential market access to the whole of
Europe. Agreements with Australia and New
Zealand make India a key partner of the Pacific,
trade agreements with Oman and United Arab
Emirates provide greater access to West Asia, and
the latest deal with the U.S. deepens India’s
stronghold in America — a clear reflection of
India’s deep integration with the world.

The U.S. is the largest import market in the
world and India’s biggest export destination,
accounting for almost one-fifth of India’s total
exports. Indian exports to the U.S. span a wide
range of sectors, which includes apparel, gems
and jewellery, agricultural products, footwear,
leather and several other manufacturing
products, supporting both employment and
manufacturing value chains in India. With the
elevated U.S. tariff levels of 50% last year, several

Indian exporters were at a competitive
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disadvantage in this critical market. The revised
tariff not only provides meaningful relief and
improves India’s relative position vis-G-vis
competing suppliers but also provides a
constructive basis for advancing discussions
under the ongoing India-U.S. Bilateral Trade
Agreement (BTA). By easing immediate trade
frictions, the agreement creates space to address
broader issues such as regulatory cooperation,
market access and supply chain under the BTA.

The gains and broader implications

The clearest gains from the tariff reduction are
likely to accrue to employment-intensive export
sectors, particularly apparel. The U.S. is the
world’s largest apparel import market, and with
Indian exports now facing an 18% tariff, lower
than key competitors such as Vietnam and
Bangladesh, Indian manufacturers regain price
competitiveness in several high-volume
categories. Similar dynamics apply to gems and
jewellery (where margins are highly sensitive to
tariff changes and the U.S. remains a critical
destination), as well as to marine products,
processed foods, footwear and leather (where
even modest tariff moderation materially
improves landed costs). A lower tariff will
enhance export viability across these sectors and
support India’s positioning in diversified global
supply chains, further encouraging these
industries to go for capacity expansion.

On the whole, the reduction in U.S. tariffs on
Indian goods immediately enhances India’s
competitive position relative to several major
exporting nations that face higher duties,
including China, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Brazil,
South Africa, Pakistan as well as the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) countries.
This competitive positioning builds up India’s
export sectors and supports the country’s
long-term goal of becoming a global
manufacturing hub.

Beyond immediate economic relief, the deal
opens pathways for long-term growth and boosts
the overall India-U.S. economic relationship. It
encourages joint ventures, technology
partnerships and investment in high-value
sectors, fostering innovation, employment and

skill development.

For India, it consolidates global economic
leadership and strengthens the country’s
capacity to engage in high-value international
partnerships. For the U.S,, it highlights the
advantages of partnering with India to drive
innovation, expand markets and reinforce supply
chains. Progress on tariffs supports deeper
engagement across regulatory co-operation,
digital trade, clean energy and innovation-led
sectors. The deal creates a mutually beneficial
cycle of growth and opportunity, laying the
foundation for collaboration that extends beyond
commerce.

From a strategic perspective, closer economic
ties complement cooperation in wider forums
such as the Quad (India, Australia, Japan, the
U.S.) where supply-chain resilience and trusted
partnerships are central priorities. A stable trade
relationship reinforces these objectives.

From tariffs to trust, a strategic reset in ties
This trade deal is more than a temporary
adjustment of tariffs. It restores trust, unlocks
economic opportunities and shores up a
constructive strategic relationship. The India-U.S.
partnership is poised to expand in areas which
include technology, defence, energy and
high-value manufacturing.

The deal demonstrates how thoughtful
negotiation and shared priorities can turn
complex challenges into lasting opportunities. It
reveals how two democracies, when willing to
engage thoughtfully, can craft solutions that serve
national interests while advancing global stability.
The India-U.S. trade deal is not just an economic

il It represents a d, balanced and
strategic partnership, setting the stage for deeper
cooperation and mutual prosperity in the
decades ahead.

The India-U.S. trade improves access to the
most important export destination, strengthens
competitiveness across key sectors and supports
the next phase of bilateral economic engagement.
With policy momentum in place, the focus now
shifts to industry to leverage these opportunities
through investment, scale and enhanced
competitiveness.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

About Parli j

There are serious concerns
about parliamentary
functioning and democratic
accountability, as the
ruckus in Parliament shows.
While the Treasury benches
have cited “unruly conduct™
and procedural rules to
highlight the conduct of the
Opposition, the core issue
remains the government’s
refusal to address sensitive
issues. There are matters of
national security that
deserve a transparent
explanation, not procedural
avoidance.

Further, the finalisation of
the India-U.S. trade deal
adds urgency to the need
for clarity.

Parliament is the forum for
debate on issues of national
importance. Rep d

and mass
suspensions weaken the
spirit of deliberation and
risk turning the House into
a site of confrontation
rather than accountability. A
vibrant democracy requires
confidence in parliamentary
scrutiny. Open debate, not
suppression, is the true
measure of national
strength.

Vidyasagar Reddy Kethiri,
Warangal, Telangana

Business in Parliament
seems to be a fine example
of indiscipline and chaos.
Such behaviour only makes
one hang one’s head in
shame. The Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok
Sabha seems to be
comfortable with unruly
beh . The O, it

J

has a right to voice its
grievances but there are
protocols to be observed.
Ashok Jayaram,

Bengaluru

The fine print matters

It is only after the dust
settles on the India-U.S.
trade deal and the fine print
is read that India can pat
itself on the back for having
successfully negotiated with
someone like U.S. President
Donald Trump (Front page,
“U.S. deal will not include
sensitive sectors: Goyal”,
February 4).

from the U.S. and
Venezuela. It is strange to
have the Indian side
maintain a stony silence
(Inside pages, “No word on
India stopping oil
purchases, says Kremlin”,
February 4). Commerce
Minister Piyush Goyal may
say that sensitive sectors
such as agriculture and
dairy are outside the deal
but there needs to be
confirmation of this by the
us.

CV. Aravind,

Bengaluru

&

Mr. Trump is who
drives a hard bargain. Mr.
Trump seems to have
already decided that India
has agreed to halt oil
imports from Russia and
would instead purchase oil

J

Leading from the front
Without going into the
details of the arguments
made by the incumbent
Chief Minister of West
Bengal, Mamata Banerjee,
the first for a sitting Chief
Minister in India, in the
Supreme Court of India, it is
hard to look past the optics
ofit all. Ms. Banerjee has
built her politics and brand
TMC around a welfare state
that cares for its citizens
come what may. With
elections round the corner,
she did not go to court to

n & report, “Indian, U.S. industry bodies and leaders laud tariff deal”
(Business' page, February 4, 2026), the abbreviation IESA was mistakenly
expanded asIndia Energy Storage Alliance. It should have been India Elec-
tronics and Semiconductor Association.

The Readers' Editor's office can be contacted by Telephione:

win the case on SIR against
the Election Commission of
India. She went with the
singular objective of
convincing the electorate of
Bengal, who are indeed
facing harassment due to
various procedural issues,
including surname
spellings, that she would
leave no stone unturned to
secure the well-being of
Bengalis. Those behind the
ill-advised SIR may have
just handed Ms. Banerjee a
major boost to her election
campaign. Elections in India
are also about sentiment
and Ms. Banerjee may have
cleverly used that.
Argha Mallick,
Bengaluru
Letters emailed to
letters@thehindu.co.in
must carry the postal address.
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A turning point for nuclear deterrence

he rupture between
Europe and Donald
Trump’s U.S. over
Greenland may be
papered over in time, but
Europe’s trust in the U.S. asa
reliable North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) ally has been
irreparably broken. As the last
remaining arms control treaty
limiting Russia’s nuclear arsenal
comes to an end, conversations
about defending Europe are
acquiring a sharper edge.
NATO came together in 1949 as
a defensive nuclear alliance
against the Soviet Union with the
U.S. as its primus inter pares— the
ultimate guarantor of the security
of its western European members.
Now, the hegemon has turned on
its own alliance, over Mr. Trump’s
desire to acquire Greenland, a
sovereign territory under the
jurisdiction of NATO member
Denmark. Mr. Trump’s bullying
and economic warfare has broken
trust, and without trust NATO as a
nuclear alliance is hollowed out.
How Europe responds to this
rupture will shape not only the
future of the continent’s security,
but also the future of
conversations about nuclear
deterrence. Depending on
whether the new security
architecture of Europe privileges
nuclear deterrence, thinking
about nuclear weapons will either
be updated to reflect the lessons of
the 80 years since a nuclear
weapon was last detonated, or
continue to echo conversations
that took place when the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT)
separated the world into nuclear
haves and have-nots.

The nuclear conversation

The intervening years since the
NPT restrained horizontal
proliferation have seen threats to
world security shift from nuclear
rivalry to terrorism and
extremism; climate change;
economic stress; inequality; and
regional rivalries. While none of
these is easily addressed by
nuclear weapons, conversations
about nuclear possession and use

Privaniali Malil

writes on nuclear
politics and security

At the dawn of
the nuclear age,
when possessors
were still
building their
arsenals, there
was a debate on
whether
deterrence
rested on
certainty or
uncertainty

continue to privilege nukes as the
ultimate guarantor of peace and
security even as great power
rivalry returns to the global stage.

Moreover, discussions about
‘what deters’ appear to have
ossified. At the dawn of the
nuclear age, when possessors
were still building their arsenals,
there was a debate on whether
deterrence rested on certainty or
uncertainty. Some believed that
uncertainty was enough; that
allowing an adversary to not be
certain that any adventurism
would not be countered with a
nuclear response was enough for
deterrence to work. A form of this
deterrence arguably operated
between India and Pakistan
between the 1980s and 1998.
Israel, with its opaque nuclear
status, also relies on thi
uncertainty. For the rest of the
nuclear possessors, a complex
interplay of great power politics
led to growing stockpiles and an
emphasis on the certainty of a
nuclear response. Testing
demonstrated intent and number
of weapons indicated resolve.

Yet, even as nuclear states were
racing to stockpile warheads, a
taboo on nuclear use was gaining
strength. A nuclear weapon has
not been deployed since 1945.
While nuclear threats have been
issued, and states have developed
ever smaller and more ‘useable’”
‘weapons (tactical or battlefield
nukes), nuclear use, to the best of
our knowledge, has never been
seriously contemplated.

Arms control agreements
between the U.S. and the Soviet
Union/Russia, along with the
global non-proliferation
architecture may have contributed
to sparing the world another
Hiroshima, but thinking on
nuclear deterrence remains
essentially unchanged. And now,
after a sharp reduction in nuclear
stockpiles between the U.S. and
Russia, the pendulum may be
swinging back.

China, Russia and the U.S. are
ambitiously modernising their
nuclear stockpiles. China has
reportedly added 100 warheads a

year since 2023 to reach a total of
600. In 2015, the U.K. reversed a
2006 decision to reduce its
stockpile and is at 225 warheads.
The last remaining arms control
agreement between Russia and
the U.S. ~New START — expires on
February 5, and if both states start
increasing their stockpiles from
the current 5,459 and 5,277,
respectively, it will send a clear
message of moving back to Cold
War ideas of deterrence.

Lessons from Ukraine

The war in Ukraine should have
led to a more serious debate about
what deters. Russian President
Vladimir Putin had made nuclear
threats before his invasion and
then again in October 2022. Yet
those threats were countered not
by the certainty of a nuclear
response, but by the certainty of a
robust response that left the
nuclear element unclear. It is
worth remembering that Ukraine
—a non-nuclear country — has
been able to defend itself against a
nuclear adversary. Yes, it has had
help and yes, it has lost territory,
but Ukraine has not yet been
defeated by its nuclear neighbour.

Therefore, what happens in the
next few months as Europe comes
up with a security architecture
that does not rely on the U.S could
reshape nuclear thinking.

Apart from some tepid
discussion about how France and
the U.K. might extend their
nuclear umbrella to cover Europe,
most of the previous debate
appeared to return to hugging the
U.S. ever closer. In the meantime,
an ad hoc grouping of mainly
European states, called the
Coalition of the Willing, has come
together to guarantee Ukraine’s
security. Ukraine now has
experience in defending itself
against a nuclear state. Against
this backdrop, whether Europe
chooses to base its new security
architecture on some sort of
replacement nuclear alliance, or
on a defensive alliance that may
have a nuclear element, will shape
future discussions about nuclear
weapons and deterrence.

A city gridlocked and stranded

Years of poor mobility planning have made Bengaluru a traffic nightmare

STATE OF PLAY

Darshan Devaiah B.P.
da iah@thehi

engaluru’s traffic pro-
B blem has long been a
subject of public frus-
tration, with commuters los-
ing an extraordinary number
of hours on choked roads.
Therefore, the latest TomTom
report that ranked Bengaluru
as the second-most congested
city in the world has come as
no surprise. For a city that po-
sitions itself as India’s technol-
ogy and innovation capital,
this is an indictment of years
of poor mobility planning.
Congestion in Bengaluru is
not merely the result of rising
population or economic
growth. It is the outcome of
planning choices that failed to
align transport infrastructure
with how the city actually
functions. Data from Karnata-
ka Transport Department
show that the number of regis-
tered vehicles in Bengaluru
has risen sharply from about
one crore in 2020-21 to nearly
1.23 crore in April 2025. This
growth has occurred along-
side the concentration of em-
ployment in a few major clus-
ters, mainly Electronics City,
the Whitefield-ITPL corridor,
and the 17-km Outer Ring Road
(ORR) stretch, that houses
lakhs of daily office commu-
ters. These corridors were not
initially prioritised in the city’s
public transport expansion.

Inadequacy of mass transit
Bengaluru’s commute back-
bone remains the Bengaluru
Metropolitan Transport Cor-
poration (BMTC), operating
7,067 buses, catering to nearly
48 lakh passengers every day,
the highest ridership for any
city-run public transport sys-
tem in India. Despite its scale,
the BMTC has struggled with a

shrinking fleet strength rela-
tive to demand, slow average
speeds due to mixed traffic,
and the absence of dedicated
bus priority lanes. The pres-
sure on the BMTC recently
prompted former Infosys CFO
T.V. Mohandas Pai to suggest
that the BMTC should be
opened up to private partici-
pation, which drew strong op-
position from Transport Mi-
nister Ramalinga Reddy, who
argued that public transport
cannot be run for profit. While
the Minister’s defence of a pu-
blic-run bus system is valid,
without sustained capital in-
vestment, bus priority infras-
tructure and increase in num-
ber of buses, the BMTC cannot
solve the traffic issue.
Moreover, the metro net-
work in the city has failed to
fill this gap. The construction
of Namma Metro began in
2007, and the first stretch
opened in 2011, with new cor-
ridors added over the years.
While these improved city
mobility, Bengaluru’s prime
employment destinations

line alone crossing 60,000
within weeks. Urban transport
experts have pointed out that
the earliest metro corridors
prioritised areas with relative-
ly lower commuter demand,
while major employment
hubs had to wait over a de-
cade. The result is visible on
the ORR stretch. Despite being
the city’s largest employment
stretch, the ORR will have to
wait till 2027 for operational
metro connectivity.

Wait for suburban trains
Bengaluru has long needed a
high-capacity regional rail sys-
tem. The Bengaluru Suburban
Railway Project was finally
sanctioned in October 2020,
with an ambitious plan to op-
erate trains across four corri-
dors spanning 148 km and 58
stations. The project was pro-
posed to serve nearly 20 lakh
commuters daily. But recently
the deadline to open the pro-
ject was pushed to 2030 from
October 2026. Moreover, last-
and first-mile connectivity re-
main notoriously inadequate
in the city. Shared auto servic-
es are restricted, pedestrian
infrastructure is inconsistent,
and cycling infrastructure re-
mains fragmented. While cab
and auto aggregators have
stepped in to fill some gaps,
commuters report the unavail-
ability of services during peak
hours or sharp fare surges.
The overall fragmentation
of the transport network in
T+ led b

were again not
‘This planning gap became evi-
dent when the metro’s Purple
Line was extended to White-
field in 2023. Data from Banga-
lore Metro Rail Corporation
Limited (BMRCL) showed an
immediate increase in rider-
ship of around 2.5 lakh to 3
lakh passengers a day. A simi-
lar trend emerged after the
Yellow Line to Electronics City
opened in August 2025, with
daily boardings on the new

u is comp
a disempowered Bengaluru
Metropolitan Land Transport
Authority  (BMLTA). Con-
ceived as an apex body to
coordinate transport planning
across agencies, BMLTA has
yet to function as an effective
decision-making authority. It
seems that without regulatory
intervention in the broader
mobility framework, aggrega-
tors have become unreliable
when demand is the highest.

Half of the staff in 1.5 lakh schools are contract teachers

| DATA POINT

Sambavi Parthasarathy

or more than a week, con-
F tract teachers in Puducher-

ry have been protesting
about the regularisation of their
jobs. On February 3, their protest
march towards the Assembly was
stopped by the police. The protest
in Puducherry is the latest in a se-
ries of demonstrations carried out
by contract teachers across the
country demanding fair treatment
and regularisation of their jobs.

Less than a year ago, contract
teachers staged a sit-in protest in
Puducherry near the Assembly for
over four days. They called off
their agitation after Chief Minister
N. Rangasamy reassured them of
the government’s commitment to-
wards the regularisation of their
jobs. Months later, in November
2025, Puducherry’s Home and
Education Minister A. Namassi-
vayam said that the government
‘was planning to regularise the ser-
vices of 292 contract teachers.
Still, the protests are back again
this year.

The Puducherry incident is just
the latest flashpoint in a broader
national struggle of contract teach-
ers, that spans Uttar Pradesh, Bi-
har, Andhra Pradesh, Delhi, and
Jharkhand, over unfair treatment
and lack of permanent positions at
various points of time.

Contract teachers, often re-
ferred to as para teachers, guest
teachers, and shiksha mitras, were
initially hired by States to meet
teacher shortages in the early
1990s. These teachers were em-
ployed on a short-term basis for
‘wages lower than those of regular
teachers.

According to the latest UDISE+
data, teachers employed on a con-
tractual and part-time basis form
about 16% of India’s school teacher

At least 16 lakh teachers are working on contract in India for lesser wages and benefits

over, and contract teachers conti-
nue to work as much as regular
teachers, without the benefits that
come with the latter’s position
such as higher pay and stability.
Research reports have suggested
that hiring contract teachers has
become a cost-effective move for
States to ensure teacher availabili-
ty. In fact, a research report by the
World Bank published in 2009
noted that salaries earned by con-
tract teachers were one-fourth or
less of those earned by regular
teachers. While these teachers
form only 16% of the entire work-
force, a school-level analysis shows
that the problem is more pro-
nounced in specific areas. In over
1.5 lakh schools in India, contract
and part-time teachers make up at
least half of the entire teaching
workforce.

As shown in Chart 2, in about
21% of private schools, at least half
of the workforce are contract or
part-time teachers — the highest
such share among all types of
schools. Close to 8% of State go-
vernment schools, totalling more
than 77,000 schools, also fall un-
der this category.

As per the latest data in 2024-25,
this trend is similar across rural
and urban areas (Chart 3), an in-
teresting fact, as this shows that
the lack of teachers alone can't be
the reason for hiring contract
teachers.

A State-wise analysis (Chart 4)
shows that most of these schools
with a higher reliance on contract
and part-time teachers are concen-
trated in the northeastern States,
such as Mizoram, Arunachal Pra-
desh and Meghalaya.

More than 30% of schools in
Jharkhand, Haryana and Chandi-
garh also show this trend.

The Punjab and Haryana High
Court, on November 14 last year,
held that administration cannot
“misuse” contractual labels and
ordered the regularisation of all

‘workforce today. In that

Chandigarh teachers i

translates to over 16 lakh teachers
hired for lesser wages. (Chart 1)
Often, these contracts are rolled

under the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan
and who have completed more
than 10 years of service.

i

Long-standing demands: Contract teachers hold a protest after the march to press for job

Puducherry on Tuesday. 5.5.KUMAR

Same work but
fraction of the pay

The data for the charts were sourced from UDISE+reports
(2022-23, 2023-24, and 2024-25)

Contract

2 staginga
protest,
demanding
regularisation,
in Puducherry
in April, 2025.

5.5.KUMAR

Chart 2: Management-wise share of schools where contract and
part-time teachers make up at least half of the workforce
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Chart 1: Share of teachers in the total workforce employed
onacontractual and part-time basis. Figures in %

Contract teachers, often referred

to0s para teachers, guest

teochers, and shiksha mitras,

were initially hired by States to

5 meet teacher shortages

202223 2023-24

Chart 3: Location-wise share of schools where contract and
part-time teachers make up at least half of the workforce
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shows that the
lack of teachers
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FIFTY YEARS AGO FEBRUARY 5, 1976

Use of nuclear devices for
oil recovery possible

Bombay, Feb 4: Dr. Homi N. Sethna, Chairman
of the Atomic Energy Commission said here
to-day that the AEC was probably one of the few
organisations in the country which had
conceived and implemented an integrated and
comprehensive programme which had yielded
demonstrable public benefits.

Dr. Sethna was participating in a seminar on
“The decade of scientific progress.”

Dr. Sethna said that one of the most
important achievements was in May 1974 when a
peaceful underground nuclear experiment was
successfully carried out in Rajasthan.

The analysis of data collected from this
experiment indicated that such devices could be
effectively used for increasing recovery of oil
and natural gas and many other infrastructural
development projects.

He expressed the hope that the next decade
‘would be one of consolidation and expansion of
the atomic energy programme. A new reactor
research centre was being built near Madras for
research in fast breeder technology which was
really the nuclear technology of the future,
considering India’s limited resources of uranium
and the high efficiency of this reactor system. He
said that several new research programmes
were also planned in Trombay.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO FEBRUARY 5, 1926
Preserving tropical fruits

Rugby, Feb. 4: Laboratory experiments
conducted by Professor Thompson of Liverpool
University are stated to have resulted in the
discovery of a new method of fruit storage
whereby it will be possible to import tropical

45 56
5 e ; A
-! the reason for fruits into England without deterioration in
hiring controct 3
o L. - teachers quality.
Centl  Gouteled i Alindia  private Rural Urban Itis claimed that the new method may
. supersede the cold storage and Daily
Charta: State/UT-wise share Mizoram Mail states that fruit importers are instituting
of schools where contract Arunachal Pradesh further tests to be made on commercial basis.
and part-time teachers Jharkhand Mr. Thompson says the basis of the new
make up at least halfofthe  Dadra &Nagar Haveliand Dabrdna:‘ &l Diu method is the production, while in store, of
workforce e natural atmospheric conditions to which the
§ Haryana fruit is acc d. By a simple
The minutes of the meeting of the Tripura temperature and humidity of air are constantly
Project Approval Board (April, 2025) dicadk ok 3es =
showed that Haryana had 7,626 Chandigart maintained and fruit in these conditions
vacancies of teachers in elementary Matipue Figuresin % becomes dormant. He stated that the adaption
West Bengal Data for charts 2.3 and 4

schools, 4070 i secondary, and 3,847

&Nicobar Islan
in senior y Islands

pertains to 2024-25 data

of ships’ holds to suit the new method of storage
will present no difficulty.
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Percentage of death Decline in Russian oil  Number of Himalayan  People killed after Amount saved from
sentences upheld by imports in Jan./Dec. peaks opened up separatist attacks in cyber criminals
the Supreme Court amid trade talks for mountaineering Pakistan between 202125

in per cent. A study

S 31 revealed that the court

® did not confirm any
death sentences in recent years. The trial
courts across India awarded 1,310 death
sentences between 2016 and 2025. High
courts considered 842 of these sentences,
but upheld only 70. ent

in per cent. On Monday, U.S.
9 President Donald Trump

announced a trade deal with India
to cut tariffs to 18% from 50% in exchange
for New Delhi halting Russian oil purchases
and lowering trade barriers. In January,
India imported 1.215 million barrels per
day (bpd) of Russian crude. en

For the 83 notified peaks,
83 Indian mountaineers will no

longer have to pay any
expedition fees. Previously, these fees were
charged by the Indian Mountaineering
Foundation (IMF) and the Forest
Department; now the State government
will bear these costs. aui

More than 250 people
2 0 have been killed in

coordinated attacks
launched by separatists across Pakistan’s
Balochistan province since Saturday, a
security official said on Wednesday, with
fighting continuing as government forces
pursue the militants. ace

in X crore. The
government has
saved 78,189

crore from getting stolen by cyber
criminals in more than 23.61 lakh cases
reported during the last four years, Rajya
Sabha was informed Wednesday. rn
COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM
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Issues surrounding UGC regulations

What prompted the Supreme Court to halt the UGCS revised equity framework? Why has the definition of caste-based discrimination triggered opposition from

unreserved categories? Why does the court believe certain provisions may be open to misuse?

EXPLAINER

Rangarajan R.

The story so far:
he Supreme Court has stayed
the University Grants
Commission (Promotion of
Equity in Higher Education
Institutions) Regulations, 2026 (UGC
regulations, 2026), holding that they are
ambiguous and can be misused. The
court has issued notice to the Centre and
has held that the UGC’s 2012 regulations
on the subject will continue to remain in
force for the time being.

‘What is the background?
In 2012, the UGC framed regulations
aimed at promoting equity and
preventing discrimination on university
campuses.

These regulations defined

A protest being held in Lucknow against !he‘new UGC equity guidelines. SANDEEP SAXENA

‘Why are the 2026 regulations

What did the court rule?

discrimination by the State only on the
grounds of race, religion, caste, sex, or
place of birth. These provisions reflect the
concept of ‘formal’ equality, which is
essential in any democratic society.
Article 15 also enables the State to make
special provisions for OBC, SC, and ST.
This reflects the concept of ‘substantive’
equality, which is based on the belief that
formal equality is not sufficient to redress
the difference between groups that have
enjoyed privileges and those that have
been historically underprivileged and
discriminated against. This is pertinent
not only for affirmative actions aimed at
the advancement of backward classes but
also for policies aimed at preventing
discrimination. Laws like the Protection
of Civil Rights Act, 1955, SC and ST
(Prevention of atrocities) Act, 1989 are
examples of such differential treatment.

It may be a valid argument that the
2026 regulations provide grievance
redressal mechanisms against

THE GIST

v

The Supreme Court stays the
UGC Regulations, 2026, citing

ambiguity and possible misuse,

and keeps the 2012 regulations
in force.

v

The dispute arises from the
definition of ‘caste-based
discrimination’, limited to SC,
ST and OBCs, which is alleged
to be biased and lacking
safeguards against false
complaints.

v

The case raises questions on
equality under Articles 14 and

15, and the need for a separate
definition of caste-based

“discrimination” as any act that nullifies controversial? In Mritunjay Tiwari versus Union of India, ‘discri and that a definition of ;;cation inhigher
or impairs equality of treatment in The UGC Regulations, 2026 define the Supreme Court observed that some ‘caste-based discrimination’ does not :
education, including denial of access to ‘discrimination’ as any unfair, differential, | provisions of the regulations are serve any additional purpose. However,
education, imposition of undignified or biased treatment against any ambiguous and could be misused. the government is well within its rights to
conditions, or the maintenance of stakeholder — students, faculty members, Further, it has framed four ‘substantive recognise a specific and serious subset of
separate educational or social spaces on or staff — on the grounds of religion, race, | questions of law’ to be addressed in this discrimination within the broader ambit
the basis of caste, creed, religion, caste, gender, place of birth, disability, or case, out of which the first two questions of discrimination. In India, ‘caste-based
language, ethnicity, gender, or disability. any of them. are pertinent to the current controversy. discrimination’ is asymmetric and is more
They also provided for the setting up of The main controversy arose because of First, whether a separate definition of detrimental to SC, ST, and OBCs.
Equal Opportunity Cells and the the definition of ‘caste-based ‘caste-based discrimination’ bears a Nonetheless, educational campuses are
appointment of an anti-discrimination discrimination’ in the new regulations. It reasonable nexus to the objectives of the meant to ideally foster the atmosphere of
officer as part of a grievance redressal is defined as discrimination solely based regulations, and whether it is necessary, shedding caste identities; any ambiguity
mechanism. on caste or tribe against members of the considering that the regulations already that may precipitate it should be avoided.
After the suicide of Rohith Vemula in Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, and | define ‘discrimination’ as including unfair | The government may engage with all
2016 and Payal Tadvi in 2019, following Other Backward Classes (SC, ST, and or differential treatment on the grounds stakeholders to refine the regulations that
allegations of caste discrimination, their OBC). of caste. Second, whether this definition ‘would address the issues raised. More
mothers had moved the Supreme Court Members of the general or unreserved of ‘caste-based’ discrimination will affect importantly, as per the original petition of
for stricter enforcement of the 2012 categories have alleged that this is biased the sub-classification of the aggrieved mothers in 2019, the
regulations. and presumes that they would always be underprivileged sections. regulations should be strictly enforced to
During the course of the hearing of the perpetrators of caste-based protect the underprivileged from any
these petitions, the UGC constituted a discrimination against underprivileged ‘What constitutional principles are at form of discrimination.
committee to review the existing sections. Further, there are no provisions stake? Rangarajan R is a former IAS officer and
framework. The revised regulations for punishing ‘false’ or ‘motivated’ Article 14 of the Constitution guarantees author of ‘Courseware on Polity Simplified.’
published in 2026 were the culmination complaints, which can adversely affect equality before the law and equal He currently trains at Officers IAS academy.
of this review. stakeholders. protection of the law. Article 15 prohibits Views expressed are personal.
“rent-sharing” of data. If Metausesarural  'THE GIST
Why are Meta and WhatsApp &t
targeted ads, who owns the profit derived
from that data? w5

facing a judicial ultimatum?

What concern did the Supreme Court raise about digital literacy and consent?

Iohn Xavier

The story so far:
or years, Meta, the parent
company of WhatsApp, has
treated user data as the
“exhaust” of its messaging
engine — a valuable byproduct to be
harvested and refined for its advertising
machine. But on February 3, India’s
Supreme Court suggested a different
metaphor: theft. In a hearing, a
three-judge Bench led by Chief Justice
Surya Kant signalled that “consent” in the
age of monopolies may be little more than
alegal fiction. The court’s observations go
beyond simple privacy; they strike at the
heart of Meta’s business model,
questioning whether a platform’s market
dominance renders the “choice” to share
data essentially coercive.

When and where did the friction
begin?

The friction began in 2021, when
WhatsApp issued a “take-it-or-leave-it”
update to its privacy policy. The update
allowed for increased data sharing
between the messaging app and its

CcM
K

parent, Meta. While WhatsApp insisted
that end-to-end encryption kept messages
private, the Competition Commission of
India (CCI) saw the move as an abuse of
dominance. It argued that for the average
Indian user, “leaving” WhatsApp is not a
viable option. The CCI slapped Meta with
a3213.14 crore ($25m) penalty — a sum
that is pocket change for a trillion-dollar
company, but a significant regulatory shot
across the bow.

Meta then appealed the decision in the
National Company Law Appellate
Tribunal (NCLAT), which last year
delivered a nuanced, if controversial,
verdict. The NCLAT upheld the CCI's
finding that Meta had abused its market
position. However, it significantly
“softened” the regulatory blow.

While it retained the financial penalty,
the NCLAT set aside a crucial CCI directive
that would have barred Meta from sharing
user data with its other entities for
advertising purposes for a period of five
years. The NCLAT appeared to argue that
while the method of obtaining consent
was coercive, the act of sharing data
across a parent and subsidiary was a
standard business practice.

The tribunal likely feared that a total
five-year moratorium on data-sharing was
adisproportionate “structural remedy”
that could break the technical synergy of
Meta’s platforms. Furthermore, with the
Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP)
Act of 2023 looming on the horizon, the
NCLAT seemed content to let
privacy-specific legislation handle the
nuances of data flows.

‘Why did Meta appeal to the SC?
Unhappy with the penalty and NCLAT’s
verdict, Meta eventually reached the
Supreme Court. However, the apex court
seemed in no mood for compromise.
Chief Justice Kant’s retort to Meta’s
lawyers — that opting out of WhatsApp in
India is akin to “opting out of the
country” — captures the “network effect”
trap that competition regulators globally
are struggling to dismantle.

Yet, the most provocative argument
came from Justice Joymalya Bagchi, who
shifted the debate from privacy to
“value.” India’s DPDP Act of 2023 focuses
primarily on the sanctity of personal
information. But Justice Bagchi noted a
vacuum in the law regarding the

This “data-as-property” logic aligns
India more closely with the European
Union’s Digital Services Act than with the
more laissez-faire approach of the U.S. By
impleading the Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technology, the court
forced the government to consider
whether privacy is enough, or if the
economic “value” of a citizen’s digital
footprint requires a new form of
sovereign protection.

‘What happens next?

The Solicitor General’s remark — that
users are “not only consumers, but also
products” — reflects a growing fatigue
with the “free” internet model.

Meta’s defence remains rooted in the
“cleverly-crafted” language of terms and
conditions. But the Chief Justice’s “simple
query” regarding whether a domestic
helper could navigate such a policy serves
as a reminder that in a country with
varying levels of digital literacy,
transparency is not the same as
understanding.

The court has issued an ultimatum:
Meta must provide an undertaking to stop
sharing personal data, or face the
dismissal of its case and “very strict
conditions.” As the case heads toward
interim directions on February 9, the
message is clear. In the eyes of the Indian
judiciary, a billion “silent consumers” are
no longer willing to be the raw material
for Meta’s bottom line. The era of “decent
theft” may be coming to a close.

The Supreme Court questions.
Meta’s business model, holds
that ‘consent’ina
monopolistic WhatsApp
ecosystem may be coercive,
and shifts the debate from
privacy to the ‘value’ and
‘rent-sharing’ of user data.

v

The case stems from
WhatsApp's 2021
‘take-it-or-leave-it’ privacy
policy, the CCP’s finding of
abuse of dominance, the
NCLAT’s partial relief to Meta,
and the court’s warning of
“very strict conditions” unless
data-sharing stops.
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Dan Brown. NYT

Science vs religion: Dan Brown’s pursuit
to bridge the divide continues

Gone are the days when the protagonist, Robert Langdon, was sent off on a globe-trotting adventure thriller; in the latest title, Langdon seems

to have a less important role in the narrative, but the core philosophical argument remains what Brown has alwe

Archisman Ghosh

reader who last encountered

Dan Brown in his global

bestseller The Da Vinci Code

would be surprised to read his
latest, The Secret of Secrets. At first casual
glance, it would seem that just about
everything about the series has changed
in the intervening 22 years except the
protagonist, Harvard symbologist Robert
Langdon, who has remained curiously,
obstinately, and almost literally
stuck-in-time.

The Secret of Secrets begins when a
manuscript written by Katherine
Solomon, the foremost scientist working
on the (pseudo)scientific concept of
non-localised consciousness, is stolen by
unknown persons, and Solomon herself
goes missing. Her partner, Langdon, must
evade capture by the police for a
suspected bomb threat while trying to
figure out what the “secret of secrets” that
Solomon planned to reveal in her book
truly was, in order to find who might
want to suppress it and where Solomon
herself might be.

As is evident, this is a far cry from
Brown’s usual globe-trotting
adventure-thriller like The Da Vinci Code
or Angels and Demons, where Langdon
rushes against time to uncover a
long-buried historical mystery following a
trail of clues and hidden symbols.

Move away from history

The focus in The Secret of Secrets has
almost completely moved away from
history, with Brown talking about the
historical background of each monument
that Langdon visits, but never truly
making them a part of the story except as
a prop or a backdrop. Brown has also
moved away from the usage of a historical

and physical MacGuffin, choosing instead
the intangible, far-fetched, and scientific
principle of non-localised consciousness
to drive his plot. Langdon surprisingly
never plays an important enough role in
the narrative, and his skills as a
symbologist are barely tested. It is
Solomon’s knowledge that moves the
narrative, and her motivations that drive
it chiefly. However, a closer analysis may
reveal that these changes are not as
drastic as they seem on the surface and
are actually in line with the core
philosophical argument that Brown has
always posited through his books.

Two sides of a conflict

Throughout human history, religion and
science have been placed at two ends of a
spectrum. Since the 19th century, the
rapid advancement of science and
increased public interest in logic and
rationality as a direct result of
industrialisation and other developments,
such as Darwin’s theory of evolution has
gradually led to the loss of the absolute
authority of the divine, and hence, in
Nietzschean terms, to the death of God.
Brown situates his book continually in the
chasm that arises out of this
socio-historical rivalry — in Angels and
Demons, this divide is most on the face:
the literal Catholic Church is put under
threat by the Gods of Science. While this
strain is not immediately pronounced in
his other novels, it can definitely be
identified as the undercurrents driving
the plot. In Inferno, a billionaire
geneticist, inspired by Dante’s vision of
Hell, creates a global virus to control the
problem of overpopulation. Origin deals
with the murder of a futurist-scientist on
the eve of a revelation that threatens to
destabilise the very base of all religions by
disproving the source of absolute divine

authority - that God created the world.
The Da Vinci Code, too, asserts the
(scientific) humanity of Jesus by
deconstructing his religious image and
depicting him as a living, breathing
human capable of procreation. As is
plainly evident in all his writings, Brown
is thoroughly concerned with
investigating the basis of the
scienceyreligion schism, and thus, his
focus on a mystery of science instead of a
mystery of religion and history in The
Secret of Secrets is not new, and has been,
in varying degrees, a common developing
thematic concern throughout his
bibliography.

Langdon’s role

One might wonder why Langdon, unlike
the series’ narrative focus, has not only
remained constant but has also not
undergone any growth in his personal
philosophies or belief systems. This queer
stagnation of Langdon’s character and
Brown’s frequent, deliberate, almost
amnesiac avoidance of the events that
have occurred in the series previously is
reminiscent of other recurring central
characters such as those in detective
fiction, where the central character does
not need to change or grow with the
successive narratives as the primary aim
and focus of the writer is on the plot itself,
and the intricacies of each individual
case. The writer does not need to
undertake the heavy burden of specific
characterisation beyond a general one as
most of their book are plot and not
character driven.

Similarly, Brown'’s plots themselves
carry the burden of entertainment and,
albeit veiled, philosophical commentary.
While Langdon can be the agent that
moves the story along, in most cases, his
only contribution is his academic

s posited through his books

knowledge. He is a man squarely situated
in the realm of religion and history, who
is continually thrown into a world of
science, from which he must barter a
peace.

Glorified action hero

A curious by-product of Brown’s gradual
shift away from writing an
action-adventure book to something that
is essentially science fiction, then, is the
reduction in importance of Robert
Langdon. As the series has moved more
and more away from a world of religion
into one of science, Langdon’s overall
impact on the narrative has decreased as
well. Thus, in The Secret of Secrets, dealing
almost completely with scientific conflicts
and mysteries, Langdon is nothing more
than a glorified action hero who
occasionally gives lectures on history.

In conclusion, it must be noted that
none of Brown’s novels would reach
positive conclusions without the
amalgamation of Langdon’s
religion/history with the opponent’s
science. Further, none of the stories
themselves has a definitive ending where
either science or religion triumphs.
Brown always negotiates a temporary
peace through which the rivalry, though
retained, is momentarily put on hold.
Brown has always questioned the creation
of binaries, and has been changing his
narratives to reflect the evolution of his
final, and ultimate philosophical
argument — that the two world-views are
not inherently oppositional or mutually
exclusive. In reality, they are linked in a
symbiotic relationship, acting as separate
parts of a wholistic socio-historic picture
which would be left incomplete without
one or the other.

Archisman Ghosh studies English at St.
Xavier’s College, Kolkata
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Nuclear weapons are world’s most closely guarded objects, yet countries in conflict have
not infrequently misplaced weapons-grade material before. A quiz about some of them

Vasudevan Mukunth

| N
QUESTION 1

a hydrogen bomb named ‘Tybee’ near
Georgia city and never recovered it. What
is the U.S. military's term for such
accidental events?

[

QUESTION 4

In 1968, a Soviet submarine sank in
the Pacific Ocean near Hawaii while
On February 5, 1958, the U.S. Air Force lost | carrying three nuclear missiles and
two nuclear torpedoes. In 1974, the
CIA attempted a secret $800-million
recovery mission called Project Y.
They reportedly managed to lift a

S portion of the submarine before the
QUESTION 2 part containing the missiles allegedly

In 1968, a U.S. B-52 aircraft carrying four broke off and fell back down. Name Y.
thermonuclear bombs crashed onto the h

sea ice off the coast of - Fillin QUESTION 5

the blank. In 1965, the CIA and Indian

[N Intelligence tried to install a

QUESTION 3 plutonium-powered monitoring K
After the Soviet Union collapsed, a former | deviceatop . Butby

Russian national security advisor named X

spring, they found an avalanche had

Visual Question:
Name these islands. During a conflict involving themin 1982, In

Question and Answers to the previous
day’s daily quiz: 1. Name the four grand
slam tournaments? Ans: Wimbledon, the
French open, the Australian open, and
the U.S. Open

2. What is a golden slam? Ans: winning the
four grand slams and Olympic gold

3. Roger Federer, Rafael Nadal, and Novak
Djokovic are considered the ‘big three’ of
tennis. Who among them has not completed
the golden slam? Ans: Roger Federer

4. Name the first male and female players to
complete calendar grand slams in the open
era? Ans: Rod Laver and Margaret Court
5. Who is the first male player to complete a
golden slam? Ans: Andre Agassi

Visual: Name this player who is the first ever
to win a golden slam and the only one to
achieve it in a calendar year? Ans: Steffi

Khow your
English

S. Upendran

“How do you pronounce discreet?”

“The first syllable ‘dis’ rhymes with
‘miss’, ‘kiss’, and ‘hiss’. The ‘ee’ in the
second syllable is like the ‘ee’ in ‘feet’,
‘meet’, and ‘sheet’.”

“The stress is on the second syllable
‘creet’, I suppose?”

“That’s right. Do you know what
‘discreet’” means?”

“It means ‘separate’, ‘distinct’, doesn’t
it?”

“No. It means tactful. Someone who is
discreet is very careful about what he says
and how he behaves. Here’s an example.
Umesh’s parents have been making
discreet enquiries about Preeta.”

“Are they planning on getting Umesh
married?”

“God help the girl. How about this
example? Coming drunk to your father’s
office ism’t a discreet thing to do.”

“The detective walked discreetly along
the aisles, keeping an eye on the
mourners.”

“In many of our movies, we see the
hero and heroine maintain a discreet
distance when they are in the presence of
others.”

“That’s true.”

“I'have heard people say that Sailaja is
very discreet. What do they mean by
that?”

“It means that Sailaja can be trusted to
keep your secrets.”

“..you don’t have to worry about her
telling anyone.”

“Exactly! Suresh’s new secretary is very
discreet.”

“She isn’t very discreet.”

“If you tell her something, you can be
pretty sure that she’ll let the cat out of the
bag. Secretaries are expected to be very
discreet.”

“Are you sure that discreet doesn't also
mean separate?”

“Quite sure. The word that you are
thinking of is spelt d..i..s..c..r..e..t..e. Itis
pronounced the same way as discreet.”

“Isee. And ‘discrete’ means separate?”

“Yes. It means separate, having an
independent identity. For example,
although the twins, Seetha and Geetha,
look alike, they have discrete
personalities.”

“Most of the supermarkets that are
coming up these days have no discrete
identity. They all look alike.”

“That’s a good example. Your school,
though small, has its own discrete
identity.”

“I'm not so sure about that. You see...”

“..while we are on the subject of
schools, how did your cousin do in the
entrance exam?”

“He failed.”

“That’s hard to swallow.”

“...hard to swallow?”

“..when you say that something is hard
to swallow, it means that it is difficult to
believe.”

“It’s an informal expression, I
suppose?”

“Exactly!”

“The news that Martina Hingis had lost
in the first round at Wimbledon was hard
to swallow.”

“For many Pakistanis the defeat in the
World Cup final was hard to swallow.”
“Yes, it must have been hard to take
in?

“Does it mean the same thing as hard
to swallow?”

“Good guess. Let’s get back to your
cousin. How have his parents taken it?”

“Like you, they found it hard to
swallow. But they are being very discreet
about it.”

Published in The Hindu on July 6, 1999

Word of the day

Inchoate:
only partly in existence; imperfectly formed

Synonyms: initial, budding, unorganised

Usage: rhe policy was introduced in an
inchoate form.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/inchoatepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /ikover/
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said the Russian military had lost track of
roughly 100 “suitcase-sized” nuclear leaving 5 kg of plutonium
devices. Name X. unaccounted for. Fillin the blanks.
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swept the equipment away, thus 2003, one of the countries involved in the conflict admitted that Graf
two vessels it had lost in the conflict carried nuclear depth charges. | Early Birds: Pramod Singh | Vineet Giri |
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Alon Musk Adds
Booster to Rockets

Mixing gov def contracts & Al funding frenzy

Elon Musk is back in the news — for the right reasons.
He's pulling together bits and pieces of his business em-
pire into a self-reinforcing system that’s propelling him
to trillionaire status. SpaceX's acquisition of xAl ahead
of the planned IPO this year mixes large US defence cont-
racts and investor frenzy over Al into a heady cocktail.
Musk'ssuccess withreusablerockets is poised to outstrip
e-mobility as a cash cow. It makes sense to park the cash-
guzzling Al venture into a deeper pocket. Tesla’s share-
holders madehistory by offering Musk $1 tn over the next
decade to convert the EV-maker into an Al superpower.
But they were grudging when it came to coughing up big
investments for AT over concerns of lack of board over-
sight. Unlisted SpaceX doesn’t face such resistance yet.
It'seasier for Musk tosell his vision of orbital datacent-
resfromthe SpaceX platform, however distant in the futu-
re the concept may be. The world’s ri-
chest man is crashing the Al party
m With the weight of other innovations
i behind him, some of which, like self-
I driving cars, are not playing out as
planned. Others, like chips implanted
inside the brain, are some way off
from commercial exploitation. Reu-
sable rockets have a ready market among government
space programmes and commercial satellite launches.
Starlink,aSpaceX subsidiary that offers satellite commu-
nications, will distribute xAl's services apart fromlaying
its hands on drool-worthy tech. It just might pull the mo-
onshot of data centres in spaceslightly closerto Earth.
Thereis greater certainty that Muskonomy is working
fine, even if some of its elements are under strain. The-
re’sno stopping Musk from duking it out in the Al game.
Lawmakers could throw some sand in the machine, tho-
ugh. Tesla has seen subsidies being pulled and the US go-
vernment, with its large contracts, might want to take a
closerlook at thekind of technology bouncingaround in
SpaceX. Then again, when did that ever stop Musk from
his pursuit of changing human existence — and enri-
ching himself in the bargain.

The Name’s Bond,
Municipal Bond

Indian cities, as Economic Survey notes, are ‘aspirational but ex-
hausting’. A key reason is the poor state of infrastructure, itself
rooted in weak municipal finances. To address this, the budget
has proposed a 200 cr incentive for any municipal bond issuance

Government borrowing will be the decider factor in whether MPC calls right tomorrow

Bhusnurmath

n Sunday, Nirmala Sithara-
man had hermoment in the
sun when, as the longest
continuously-serving FM,
she presented her 9* conse-
cutive budget. It’s now RBI governor
Sanjay Malhotra’s turn.

But this time round, keepers of the
country’s fiscal and monetary polmles
areinabitof apickle.

Are you
fairideaof marketbor

especially revenue estimates, are based
.on GDP and retail inflation projections.
But unlike in normal years, these will
undergo considerable change, courtesy
the new GDP series (base 202223 aga-
inst the present 2011-12) and new infla-
tion series (base 2024). The net result is
that the FM'sbudget arithmeticislikely
to go for a toss once the rebased GDP
and inflation numbers come in la-
terthismonth.
Likewise, MPC’s ca-
refullycrafted deci-
sions due tomor-
row may come
apart at the se-
ams. Reason be-
ingthat a key in-
put into MPC's
declslou -making
is government's
fiscal deficit figu-
re and, hence,

=
Central banks
are meant to be
lenders of last
resort. When RBI
becomes the

to finance government's budgeted fi-
scal deficit. This time round, every
hing is up in the air Notjustbecaum
revenues might be off estimates and
expenditures, and may overshoot (par
for the course for BE), but because the
very basis for those estimates, GDP'
numbers, will change.

Central bank independence might
seem to be the zeitgeist of the times,
especially after US Federal Reserve
chair Jerome Powell’s outburst, and
the outpouring of support for him
from other central bank heads. The re-
ality however, is more nuanced. When
it comes to central banks, there is no
such thing as oongp]ete independence.

fiscthatleads, whilemonetary policy’s
role is generally supportive. Except
where it sees the fisc acting against
long-term interests of the country.
When it comes to central
banks, there's no such thing |
as complete independence.
Only operational
independence, In truth,
fiscal and monetary policy
are joined at the hip

InIndia, RBIisn'tjust the monetary
authority but also Gol's debt manager:
So. apart from ensuring price stability,
it must also ensure Gol's borrowing
programme goes through successfully.

'l‘o lls credit, RBI has juggled these

Onl

I roles rea-
In truth, fiscal and monetary policy sonahlv well in the past. But now, the-
arejoined at the hip. Th ypo-  re'sanew blind spot: government bor-

licy stance affects government's capa-
city to finance its deficit, and influen-
cesitscost. Atthe: sametime, sizeof go-

es
timated  gross
market  borro-
wing. But this
willchange, post-

lender of first
resort, as has
been the case
during the past
few months, GDPrevision.
warning bells previous
must ring years, RBI got a

vernment deficit and

rowing. Apart from the usual mix of
external sector vulnerabilities, geopo-
litical uncertainties, rupee deprecia-
uon et al, review of the Flexible Infla-

in-
dependenceof themonetary authorit
— say, by preventing it from raising in-
terest rates even though its inflation
mandate might require it todoso.
Fiscal and monetary policy are like
twa levers of state policy. But it's the

tion T) framework is due
be.fote the April MPC meet.

‘Then there'sthe issue of that whim-
sical man in the White House, and ap-
pointment of hawk-turned-dove Ke-
vin Warsh as US Fed chair, to contend
with. Should MPC look through the

t, Kalia?

US-India trade deal? we

stilldon'thavethedetailsand the latest
ostensible tariff — 18% — is still hig-
her than what it was pre-Trump:

Inthisscenario, MPC's usual dilem-
'ma over ‘growth-inflation’ trade-off is
multiplied — manifold. Will it go by
Economic Survey? Inflation, says the
survey, is ‘tamed and anchored’, even
asit warns against complacency, since
decline in inflation last year was most-
lybecause of base effe

And that's not all. Mnnemrv policy,
itadds, is not ‘restrictive at all’. Reser-
vemoney growth is 52% higher thana
year ago. Liquidity was also in sur-
plus. Against an average of just 21,605
crinFY25, it wasabout ¥1.89lakh cr for
the period up to January 8, 2026. That's
— hold your breath — about 117x in

THE SPEAKING TREE

Sisu: Inner
Strength

NAJIB SHAH
‘There isa Finnish word which suc-
cinctly captures a trait that indi-
viduals and organisations need
to conscmusly cultivate. The word
‘sisu’ — literally meaning ‘inner"
or ‘inside’ but has come tomean
‘guts’, signifying extreme perse-
verance in the face of adversity
Thus, sisu would help you overco-

FY26thaninFY25. me vicissitudes. Itisapplicable
Central banks are meant to be len- inallaspectsof ourlives—beit
ders of last resort. When RBI becomes: human relationships, profession-
thelender of first resort, al cha]]enges. orevenmundane
i hast h d ik daily exercise

ring the past few
months, warning bells
| must ring. Add strong
5 GDP growth, and MPC
has every reason to
mark time,

Fornow, of course, the biggest googly
is government borrowing. Monetary
policy doesn't operate in a vacuum. Last
fiscal, gross market borrowing was esti-
mated at A14.82 Jakh cx: The budget esti-
mates it 16% higher at 9172 lakh cr for
FYZ‘ That’sgomgtobeachal.lenge with

munneltcan belearnt by ensur-
ing we lay out goals for ourselves,
charta path toachieve them, take
the inevitable ups and downs on
our chin, and adopt an attitude
of acceptance and resilience.
Gita, with itsemphasis on duty,
says, ‘One should raise oneself by
one's Self alone; letnot one lower
oneself; for the Self alone is the
friend of oneself, and the Self alo-
neistheenemy of oneself. This
verse, ‘m effect, isa call for mental

risensharply Sisu out
But the blggex problem is uncerta- reservesof energy that younev-
inty about borrowing num- er knew you have.
ber, dueto mmlms in und:.rly“mgma Faﬂlme plays an important role

Togivea

Ttst

logy, if the presence of Jasprit Bum-
rah was the deciding factor in India's
victory in the 2024 T20 World Cup, go-
vernment borrowing will be the deci-
der in whether the MPC calls right on
Friday. Unfortunately, unlike cricket,
we'll know the scorecard only some
maonths down theli

Senior Care,
It's Economic

Tourism, Get a
Slogan Change

ramme for Health Care of the Elder-
lysignal that senior care isnow nati-
onal priority Some states like Maha-
rashtraand Haryana have introdu-
ced guidelinesand minimum stand-
ards for senior-living facilities, while
buﬂdmg txxies ret(-‘mnce \\ruvexsal

Twoyearsago, ahead of the Paris

rengthens determination. Sisu,
however, also has its pitfalls. It
makes itdifficult toask for help,
which can morph into stubborn-
ness thathurtsand burns you out.
So, dolearn to recognise when the
oddsseem high and seek assistan-
ce. Itwill only help vou toachieve
your goal faster: And while doing
50, NeVer give up your persever-
ance. As Finns say, Sisu will get
you through even granite.

1" \STEPUPTO
UL THE PLATE

Mugaritz

Olympics, Ta: did precisely that.
It retired its popular ‘Heart of Asia’
taglineand unveiled a refreshed
identity, "Taiwan: Waves of Wonder”,
complete withanewlogoanda
theme song. Last year, Australia gave

Beyond its postcard beaches
and Belle Epoque elegance,
thecity’sidentity is shaped

i ; e P and anew twist toits shout-out to tourists by gastronomy: pintxo bars
above 1,000 cr by a city corporation, while continuing AMRUT KumKum Hosteically Attt artine. w \ith ‘Comeand Say GDay'. G the Gl tows, ardsn
(Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban ’I‘mnsformanon) sup— But structural, chal]enges persist. For years, Bhutan K tothe inary 3
portforsmalleri: India’ ppen- in inshort WhenTrumpslappeda50°% tariff on  outside world for its i isa of Micheli rredrestau-
Jarge cities totap bond markets rather thim rely solely on gmnts Ing. By 203, thecountry "“,““ ritself Indianmpartalast Angust, 2 worla- ?mm"& eIy wilh'hg";’?'“',m 2‘1;: mﬂuicts = c_ultu‘mmatﬁ

ishighly round ramiliar biue poppy logo. But in 2022, seatingseriously, creati-
OX‘!J?.DK borr(?w).r?g By lowermgpemelv?d. riskand improving vi- By 2050, that number could louch 350 arelargely state-driven, resulting in quarters —double d tourism. i torecede, the Z >
ability, the aim is to deepen the municipal bond market and ‘mn. Thisrapid ageing will raise the wide variations i 1pro- The logic was sound: tourismisone  countryreopened its doors toforeign Z
isciplineinur 3| ratio ant cesses, med: sector that reliably pulls in forex, visitors with a higher sustainable
§ fa % 3 ing and gri For atscaleand fee— anda brand-
Villengtngw to Tadin:—~thafirtbond wasistned by Begea systemsandurban inffa—oxthe  familles, thi tainty hi Ishocks. Intheory,  slogan: Bhutan: Believe',
Trnin 1967 -— themarket remained dor- citizenry will feel ing For investor itmakes itoffred Indiaa pavway ooffselal - Denmarkalsouse thepanenic

a mant for years. Momentum has picked up it Yet, it sealing. i leastpartof d by its tourism pitch.

¢ of late. Asof June2025,23 icipal bond i \.uuu allyousﬂy nd Trump tariffs. Long marketed as the ‘Happiest '

s e one thatsitsat Marecr careisstillnot Inpractice, however the \deanever Placeon Earth'’, itrecast itself as vely and joyfully It's in this

Issuances under Sebi's framework have yment generation mea for took off. “The Land of Everyday Wonder',a context that Mugaritzfeels

mobilisedalmost 3,359 cr. Globally, muni- andh seclur. V‘fuhnm uch followed. Nobold i 1 notjustat

cipal bonds — from East Asian transit sy- Inher on i peciali- rolledont And with Trump s, comiry ‘srelaxed, informal way of Formore than 25 yrs, chef

stems to US water and sewer networks — Sunday, Nirmala Si and now life. Earlier still, China refreshed its Andoni Luis Adurizhas been

‘have enabled resilient urban transitions. lined three kartavyas, the second slructuredPPPs remains limited. able18%,any: such pmposal fora tourism identity to blend its civilisa- pushingfine dining far beyo-

it Pl P = focusing on building people’s capa- The result isamarket with strong push for tourism is unlikely tosee tional heritage with amodern, ndcomfort zones. Each year,
India's now shaping its ownt model. Nashik Clean Godavari cityaspartners ingrowth. Byposi-  potentialbut unevencredibility thelightof day confident nation, adopting the therestaurant closes from
bonds highlight how civic pride and envi goals can owth hisis md:asconu Persxstemlvlov. levels or fure]gn slogan, ‘China Like Never Before'. January to Aprilsoits R&D
align with market participation. Green and ESG-linked muni- ﬂ'amewo)k lhﬁeﬂbudgetnfnvige nued le:}dmmrc‘); t(;;lel\_veal .ta : tourist. m'; Talsshoulds lh W ih If therecently tabled Economic team canret theexperi-
i ine X ier with cities like In- conversation from merelyacknow-  primarily throughareal-estatelens, warning bells in New Delhi. Wi Survey up—a
c)palbonds_am amergm_gasthe ngstfronuel, wnhcltxeshkeln % s s abontTHRToLsiEn ) by Indlief’s pal >
dore, G/ and Pimpri-Cl seeing strong, often actively preparing the workforceand — gulateitasaservices- visitors between kers, too, see tourismas an important tivityishere.
oversubscribed, demand under Sebi's green debt framework. y scale. Build- 2026 January and Oc~ pillar of thecountry’sgrowth: smry Dinjngat Mugaritzis playt‘u!,
Basic challenges remain. Many ULBs are unrated or below in- Thisapproach hthe Eco- CI'DRAL tober The survey under
westmenhemiey islimited renar: Survey sob§er\"dugn thatv ggammeesafe«yor X 1% belovu the. cur~ nsemdumesucandNRIn—.ml whﬂe enfmgAsnu]lgo&arvnnﬂm
st 2 por populat India’s  dignity Dementia-fri- pre- candidly lacklust- to the
ting is uneven. Addressing these gaps through better accounting emerging'| y'. endly design, on-site pandemicperiod—  reperformance of foreign tourist restaurant’sshared languaga
standards, tailored cmd.lt mtm§ and possible tax i ives will Thesenior- —seniorre-  clinical care, trained Indiaremainsan arrivals, partlyattributingit to whiledishes —many eaten
be crucial to creating fi reliant, future-ready cities. sidences, assisted living, transition  geriatricstaff, emer- outlieringlobal ‘growth weaknessand political with the hands—ignoreclas-
care, curated products, mental-well-  gency protocols and tourismrecovery. turmoil ink i i hall
nessservi i tr grievance- Much of E: h Nirmal. pti flavour,
gementmodels—i redressal i notonly shaken off significant pcm'on of herbudget texture and form. One stand-
dily, though unevenly. ical, but the pandemic shock speechon Sunday tooutline Gol's outmoment, De frente: Ia piel
$10-15bn, it could potentially cross mmlymandalulma but isi-  tourism pus| -habito, i
$30-50bn thenextdecade. With-  unifor vely beyond it. Tou- aimed at promoting heritage and ‘false skin’ of cider gelatine
. 2 inthis, organised seniorlivingispro-  Targeted puhcy incen- risminWest Asia led  cultural tourism, developing Budd- paired withfried bread and
The future looks increasingly ectaiogrow ety 300, tromabo- - vescomldselr Getthemoff by Dubaiand Dok, hisicireuis o P Darhril
iai ut$2bn t v toabout $8 bn by 2030. le: inclusivi- well past m -value tounsm,an pro- ingan rgetm e,Muga
bleakforthe nOStalg'a ! ndustry Unlocking this growth, hm\«ever is tv Xntegaung WHO 's Age-Friendly pre-Covid levels. viding i basti-
notsimply amatter of rk into National Bui- an’s fm}lssculmaryspmt.

Nostalgia is No Longer

es. Itrequires: mcrﬂ:mtlon acmss heal
Lhmre pro icl

Iclmg= (‘x;de offeringhigher FSI (ﬂoor

financial instituti- - waivers priority
cn5dllu y innovators. Con-
at t tO versationaroundageingisevolving  shiftdeveloper mtemsl Lmklng
— fmm buildin; housing
tions has NABH (National
Sigh. Nostal,gm isn't what it used to be, There was a time amnnnh'h Their Board for &
needs vary widel care
:;'::mnld Wfls e o weble mobilit ’ itions, finan- d: IGBC (Indian Green
ciali d prefer- Buxldmg, (‘mmcll) or GRIHA (Green

ry a dead White woman built by a dead White man. Anin-

manufacturing of seaplanes.
There about lntem to

What India urgently needsisan
ive tourism i

overseas— one that
vely beyond the old Incredible
India tagline ‘selling’ the charms
of India still framed by Taj Mahal,
dancers in ‘ethnic costumes'and
snake charmers. Today, India's

i p
approachand execu(ion that's: slur_k
in’80s-style ‘Bharat Ek Khoj’ mode.
Notonly is the approach to bringing
tourism intothe thick of the 2020s
still fragmented, but it has very little

tourism story must be pi da
anexperiential journey of wonder,
comfort and ‘ease of visiting". The
moment callsforanew hr.-mdand a

ences. ‘With life nowaro-  Ratin, | Habitat Asse: fresh approach radi-
dustry that once thrxved on selling sepia now ﬁnds 1|se]f und 73 years, nearly 70% of seniors mem) rm agefnendlv design— tional strengths withnew ldeas
tr vowdyeax lemg withatleast bidity, and Iy to the young,
haslurched towar ible-but =t d1215% Livi uality ber 3 global. digitally-native travellex:
una].ly important

ything:

Po:
be-confirmed future. Take Buckmgham Pa!a(xt that gilded

"

demand isincreasingly shifting
toward senior-] hvmg formats that
rather

e right

mg mplace Teleheallh mmolemom
toril

sbgan canbea (ma]yst Brand
fatiguei

Brit Onee,

marketing firepower
sector’s weakest link —sluggish
returnof foreign visitors to pre-
pandemiclevels, never mind beyond.
Thatgap can't be bridged withouta
decisive reset in branding.

Inanage of reels, rampant social
media and influencers, ‘storyli-
nes’ can be publicity hooks. Ce
lebrity endorsements with ‘na-

TacitTrade Meets
Thrusting Tirade

Apropos ‘Silent Treatment Pays
Off by Seema Sirohi(Feb4), the
UStradedeal shows America’s

keenness to compete with the EU
toretainafoothold inIndia, one
of the world's biggest and fastest-
Emwi{l‘g consumer markets. The

S

mastes’ cutnoice. Strategieslike

from ies ol

its gates were a cash register ringing wit d of bus- than real Iogies can hel inde- that
mﬁs of tourists eagerﬁ;spay o g‘?%. i) iendly fi- TaraSingh Vacham. execul ive pendentfor longer; whileuedug:i_ng names, logas and 1denuhes tokeep

gure waving from the balcony. Indian tourists would squeal
indelight at the gatm of Windsor MahaL mmembering ati-

chair

and vice-chairperson, Max India.
The budget’s announcement to

train1.5lakh i inasingle

r(k)mmunity—basalweﬂuem program-
mes, peer networks and recreational
rther support physical

than palaces converted to heritage hotels. But BuckPal's
commemorative spoons now gather dust, and the Queen’s
Guard, oncealiving meme, has become Justanotherman in

vear — through National Skills

andmental well-being, often atafrac-

avery tall, fluffy hat, wondering if time.

Netflix may have reached the tether of selling the '80s in
bingeable packages, and Spotify has moved on from get-
ting too fixated on every generation’s ‘Classic Rock’ (read:
stuff their parentslisten to) on tap. Why pay funny money
on old things when even older people now find it dope to
pretend that they're young?

Qualifications Framework pro- tion of the costof institutional care.
grammes — acknowledges that care Indianeedsa nmﬂed services-ori-
infrastr ented v nota
I buildings. rigid regime, thatstand-
Emphasis on multi-skilled caregi- ardiseslicensing, s.gfetynorms staﬂ‘

vers —trained notonly i
butalsoin wellness, allied health and

ingratios, car
dits: and gri |evancemdressa] wln]e aJ

assxsuve recog: memcuunn.

toconstrain the: sectm: asawe]x‘axe concer! nbuta]soasa sk
Palicy hasbeenbuild-  ructv of

ingover years. National Policy for

Senior Citizens and National Prog-

kuamkum. dasguptaatimesofindia.com

Counn'y tourism
taglinesareno
different. However
successful they
may have
beenat one
point, slo-
ganseventu-
ally outlive
theirutility,
prompting
agile
nationsto
letgoof
themand

4 3
Strategies like using celebs
from the countries of tourist
origin to 'sell’ India can be
fleshed out

tourist origin to ‘sell'India— say,

Jackie Chan in Konark, Billie

Eilish in the Andamans, or Novak

Djokovic in Kerala to draw

. Chinese, American and Euro-

51 pean tourists respectively —
canbe fleshed out.

Toexpect tourists to

cameto by

asliceof the market pie in other
emergingeconomies in Latin Am-
ericaand East Asia where the EU
hassigned FTAs. This willalso
putthe dollar under pressureas
acurrency of international trade
vis-a-vis the growing stature of
theeuro. The biggest beneficia-
riesof India’s t\vo major Imde

¥
dint ol itbeing ] Incre-
dible', orforitsrich
culinary heritage, istobe
naive. India must get
smartand creative to

plavers in supply chamsof Ind
ia’slabour-intensive exports an
showingacumen for mmvatwns
in hi-tech sectors. They can be
valuable partners with Ameri-
canand

tap its much-unt
tourism potential.

inspace exploration, renewable

shantanu.sharma@
timesofindia.com

energy and nuclearresearch.
Chander Shekhar Dogra
Jalandhar
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g A thought for today
Farming looks mighty easy when your plow is a pencil
and you're a thousand miles from the corn field
DWIGHT D EISENHOWER

Farmers & FTAs

India needs more trade deals to spur growth, but its
hands are tied by world’s largest farmer population
Rume wasn’'t built in a day, but 22-year-old Alcaraz beating

38-year-old Djokovic at Australian Open is yet another reminder

thatcomingof ageneedn’ttakeforever. Nasatook just1lyears
to touch down on Moon. Japan was running rings around US car
industry, in America, after 20 years. India went from being milk-
deficient to the largest producer 28 yearsafter launch of Op Flood. Yet,
almost 80 years after Independence, our millennia-old agriculture
and dairy are considered incapable of standing up to foreign
competition, therefore, in need of tariff protection,

This is clear from trade agreements signed over the past 12
months. Whether it is CETA with UK, or the FTA with New Zealand,
and now the EU and US deals, agriculture and dairy always become
sticking points for India. It's no secret that ink on the deal wnthTmmp

We’ll Innovate When We Believe

The India story will continue to disappoint as long as Indian companies put importing deep technology
above building it. Yes, they need stronger university-industry linkages and more risk capital. But above
all, they need to have the understanding that real research can happen here, by us

Arindam Goswami

The difference is easy to see. Recently,
I.ndu 'smostvaluable company, paused
lithi: ionbattery i
couldn’t get Chinese technology. Me-
anwhile, a smaller Finnish-American
group called Donut Lab showed off so-
lid-state battel y technology at CES 2026. They built (hxs

defend the thesis, and publish papers before moving
forward. Instead, the entrepreneurs saw the opportumity
and moved fast.

The European Space Agency also got involved.
Because Nordic Nano's technology worked well across
different temperatures, which is important for space.

In 2025, Donut Lab invested in Nordic Nano, bringing
it in-house but keepmg it as a separate company with
its own R&D centre in Finland. This setup is like the

'y from the ground up by
entrepreneurship, and
steady investment. These two stories
show why innovation works in some
places and struggles in others.
TheIndianstory isboth tellingand
disappointing. The company could have
funded a bigresearch project. Instead,
it waited for technology from China.
When China limited technology
sharing, the company had to step
back, d rethink its strategy.

would have dried early last year, butfor India’s political
based on its vast farmer population. Now, no country is immune to
such pressures, France, even though it has fewer than 4L farming

households, as against up to Iser in

Their thinking was simple: Why
create something new if you can just
buy it? This might work for business
in the short term. But it shows little

India, has seen strong r
to EU's recent trade deal with
S America’s Mercosur block. And
that's understandable because food
security is part of national security.
Jawan and kisan together win wars.

But India’s resistance to agri
imports — commerce minister has
said “India is nevergoing to open up
dairy” - is not about Jai Kisan. Rather, it's an acknowledgement of
the precarity of our farmers. Farming accounts for only 1.2% of US
employment. It makes up 1% of US GDP, and 1.6% in EU. But it's
worth16.3% of India’sfar smaller GDP. Simply toomany Indiansare
ekingoutalivingonsmall, unviable farms. Why? For want of better
andd dabl ployment. And b icultureasasectoris
growing far slower than the Indian economy - 4.4% vs 7.4% — their
prospects aren’texactly bright.

So.India’s protectionist stand is justified, but for how long? That’s
the Rome question. How many more decades will it take us to reduce
agricultural population to, say, 20%, or10% ? Because keeping 45% of
population in an unproductive sector is like parking money in a
low-interest savings account. It's a waste of India’s demographic
dividend.Indiashouldshow greater urgency toabsorbfarmersinthe
industrial workforce. So that 10 or 15 years from now, every FTA does
notseem like a threat to half the population’slivelihood.

Didi’s Day In Court

Mamata came to SC to star in a political-electoral
theatre. It was good acting
Po]itics israrely business asusual in India and yesterday proved

that again. Bengal chief minister’s decision to appear before

Supreme Court alongside her battery of lawyers was a neta
move of adifferent league. Whatever the outcome of the Bengal SIR
case, Mamata Banerjee’s presence in court swung public glare back
on EC’s glitchy process and time-stretched exercise to make new
electoral rolls months ahead of state elections. Equally important
for Trinamool, that the three-time chief minister - in contest
for a fourth term - fought for her state before CJI-led bench is
already campaign material and on its way
tobecomingsocial mediamemes.

Jostling with fellow lawyers, Mamata’s
folded hands and repeated missives of
“humbleregard” to the justices were perfect
cover for all the potshots she took at EC,
chucking them not unlike crumpled paper
balls. ‘Name mismatch' and Bengali
pronunciation and translation formed
bulk of the proceedings. CM sought five
minutes, CJI promised her15,and she went
on to use every second of the 10-12 minutes she spoke. She seized
the opportunity to highlight what she described as the plight of
BLOs-over 100 people had taken their lives, she said, slipped in the
word ‘murdered’ but made it sound like a typo in speech, fretted
about BLOs hospitalised, accused EC of bulldozing Bengal, and
mademuchabout the inclusion of micro-observers “from BJP states”,
sayingBengal'sbeing “targeted”.

So, Mamata hit all the hot button points she was there to campaign
for. EC’s counsel spiritedly countered her on her allegation that
sixlettersto EC hadn'treceived any reply - ECdidn’t know Bengal's
grievances. And the case goes on. Performance, not so much
governance, and an always-on persona have become essential to
today’s personality politics. In this plug-n-play era, Didi's day in
court was political innovation.

Sleeper Coaching

Want a goodnight’s... ? Dream on
Bachi Karkaria

Travel is no longer a simple holiday; ‘niche’ has become the

newnormal. The latest isagetaway for those whocan't getany

sleep. It'sa variation on the lazy ‘staycation’. In that you stayed

inyour own city butslept in another (expensively booked) bed;

ina‘sleepcation’ yougetoutof yourcity, butpretendvnu arein

your own (much comfier) bed. You pack only a pair of PJs,
checl( in, and are shown into a soundproof. lightproof room. The ‘mini-bar’
presumably stocks an array of lullabies. Not your nani/nanny’s ‘Ninni, baba.
ninni, / Makkhan roti chini’, but a soothing soiree to butter your circadian
rhythm and sweeten your d.reams ‘Rock-a-bye baby” will be replaced by one in
which, instead of ‘when the wind blows’, there'll be gentle whooshing sounds
tomake you fall asleep, not make cradles fall.

Actually, deep sleep is promised even by wide-awake business hotels. The
leatherbound folder for ‘In-Room Dining’ competes with an as-lavish ‘Pillow

. Menu'. Not just Hard/Soft, but a fully catered service for every
G@ |, imaginable head/neck/spine need. Plus duck and swan down
\:/) feathers in the correct ratio for softness and structure. Maybe a
whole team of orthopoe-docs, tech-bros and couturiers is deployed
to d *igu these marvels.

lack-out’ was a war-time imperative or a neurological
©FTALICAL tmpediiment. Now 165 81 o Savtaims fo whom the anow

—————— nevergetsover.

The sleep industry both rivals and complements that snake-oil salesman,
the ‘wellness’ industry, with as many regimens and unguents. Age-defying’
having long replaced age-deifying, the snooze crews too promise skin as
unwrinkledasavirginbed. The other fai lureof ‘gut-health'isboth tial
ingredient and by-product of anundisturbed night.

But here's the thing. The bedsheet-long advisory for falling asleep could
make you lieawake with anxiety over not having followed its conditions - blue
light/ whitelight; screen-time/ sex-time; back/ tummy/foetal position, etcetc.

Moreover, all these aids, pills and pillows promise to make you ‘sleep likea
baby’, but whoever thought up thatline was never a bleary-eyed new mom.

P

Alec Smart said: “Now hope blame will be piloted to correct landing.”

effort tobuild ther ironment.
that isneeded forreal innovation.

This issue goes beyond just one
company. It reflects how Indian
industry deals with technology. While
it is skilled at following plans,
growing quickly, and cutting costs, In-
dia still struggles with the slow, risky, and uncertain
process of making new technology.

Theusualr isfai lknown. There
is not enough risk capital. Too many leaders focus on the
short term. Linkages between universities and industry
are weak. There is also brain drain. What is less often
discussed is the core cultural problem. There is a deep
doubt whether real research can happen in India. by Indians.

Now consider the Donut Lab story, which clearly
shows how innovation happens. Donut Lab was known

relati ip between DeepMind and Google, with close

ties but also independence.

‘What made this possible?

@ First, there was easy collaboration between
universities and industry. The researcher worked with
entrepreneurs who saw how her research could be used.

@ Second, investors were patient and understood
that deep tech takes time.

@ Third, the culture supported taking technical
risks instead of punishing failure.

L] Foluth Finland has built strong skills in

for its in-wheel electric motor 'y, which was
impressive but not connected to batteries. So how did
they become leaders in solid-state batteries? It began
when two Finnish industrial entrepreneurs met an
academic researcher working on a doctoral thesis
abnul sohd state batteries.

interesting. Th

didn't wait for the researcher to finish the PhD,

materi d battery

® Finally, people were open to letting good ideas
cross borders and find the support they needed.

Economist William Baumol once explained the
difference between productive and unproductive
entrepreneurship. In productive entrepreneurship,
talent and money go towards creating new products,
services, and technologies. In unproductive

entrepreneurship, they go toward rent-seeking,
regulatory tricks, and zero-sum activities.

India is very good at the latter. It has many skilled
business leaders who can handle complex rules. manage
political ties, and run large projects. Unfortunately, there
are far fewer leaders who can build organisations that
keep pushing the boundaries of technology.

Innovation expert Clayton Christensen pointed out
that companies often fail not because they avoid
innovation, but because they focus too much on being
rational. Or on rational resource
allocation for current customers
and margins. In other words, they
keep improving what they already
offer to current customers instead of
tryingnew and uncertain technologies.

Large Indian companies face
this problem even more. Why invest
in risky battery research when you
can buy proven technology? Why
build deep technical skills when
youean import them? Each decision
may seem reasonable alone, but
together, they make companies
rely on others for technology,
instead of themselves.

What India can learn from
the Donut Lab and Nordic Nano
oM _ story is not something not already

5 known. Industry-academia linkages,

£ business-science mutual under-

standmg. patient capital, accepting

failure as an intrinsic part of innovation and so
on-nothingisnew in these learnings.

But most importantly, what is needed is the under-
standing that real innovation can happen in India.
Stopping the battery plans as mentioned above, sends a
message that even India’s top companies probably doubt
they can compete at the highest level of technology.

If India doesn’t overcome this hesitation and start

taking technical risks instead of always choosing
the safe option of buying technology, India will fall
behind in the global race for innovation.
The solid-state batteries now being developed in
Finland, thanks to a partnership that started with a
doctoral student, could have been made in India. The
fact that they weren't should concern Indians more
thanitdoes.

The writer is with the High-Tech Geopolitics Programme,
Takshashila Institution

‘Every Child Is Unique...Learns At Her Own Pace’

Pariksha Pe Charcha has become a jan andolan, writes the education minister, because it makes
students feel heard. In an Al age, this is both more challenging and more necessary than ever

Dharmendra Pradhan

As Pariksha Pe Charcha unfolds again
this week. it marks a quiet yet decisive
shift in Bharat’s educational journey.
Launched under PM Modi’s leadership
in 2018, the initiative has organically
evolved into a jan andolan. A nation
wide collectlve effort lhat places students’ holistic
11-beingat th ) Wit active
stakeho!ders m this shared mspons]bxhty
this year initiative
cms;mg ﬁom outreach to ownership. It's got over
4.5¢r registrations, surpassing the previous G

curricula, and assessment systems are being reshaped
around a genuinely child-centric approach. The
emphasis is on nurturing creativity, critical thinking,
emotional intelligence, physical well-being, and
ethical values alongside academic learning. The focus
on play-based learning in the early years follows from
this, recognising curiosity and joy as the strongest
foundations for lifelong learning.

@ Mother-tongue instruction in the foundational
stages aims to enable a child grasp concepts better,
while emphasis on multilingualism seeks to nurture a
generation that is confident in its cultmal
and lmgmsnc roms and also capable of

India:

‘World Record. This unprecedented participation reflects
a collective resolve to create an enabling environment
in which every young mind can learn, grow, and
truly flourish.

How has Pariksha Pe Charcha expanded so much,
so fast? It's because Modi's engagement with students
on issues of education, learning, and exam stress
is both empathetic and pragmatic. His personality has
also made a formidable impact on millions of young
minds, even as his conversational style makes them
feel heard and understood. Often, he draws from his
own life experiences to convey larger lessons. And
this personal touch helps create a reassuring
environment for learners.

At the heart of this effort lies a simple yet powerful
truth: Every child is unique. Each one of them learns
differently, grows at her own pace, and carries talents
that cannot be reduced to asingle score or rank.

@ Examinations, by design, capt\\re only a narrow

systems
ontheglobal stage.

® Assessment reforms reflect
the same intent. This is why the
10th Board exam will now be
conducted twice a year, giving
students greater flexibility to
improve performance, and
easing the pressure associated
withasingle high-stakes test.

Likewise, 360-degree Holistic
Progress Cards have been
introduced to track not only
academic outcomes, but also a
child’s socio-emotional and physical
development. Recognising that well-
being is integral to learning, socio-emotional
counsellors are mandated in every CBSE school.
offering students day-to-day support in managing
academic and emotional stress. Ultimately, the

sliceof achild’s potential. Truecreativity

emerge through holistic development. One child
may display mathematical brilliance, another artistic
unagmzmon and yet another the empathy to become

ility before us is clear: Not to force children

mto a single mould, but to recognise, support, and
strengthen each child’s unique strengths.

@ Education today is no longer confined to

healer. These are not

deﬁcleucles. These are the foundations of a diverse,
resilient, and innovative society.

@ This philosophy lies at the core of National

Education Policy 2020. Under its framework, pedagogy,

exams, and rote learning. Focus is instead
on holistic learning, because it is clearly understood
that academic excellence alone does not prepare
students for the challenges of 21st century.

® It is also understood that children cannot learn

meaningfully under the weight of anxiety, fear, or
emotional stress. India’s civilisational traditions offer
enduring tools to address this: Mindfulness, pranayama,
and yoga can help children understand their emotions
better. buildingfocus, calm, and resilience: These tools
can both help in exam preparation and help build life
skills that extend far beyond the classroom: Emotional
wisdom, a sense of balance with nature, and inner
awar
@ A distinctly new challenge also confronts us
today: Excessive digital consumption and screen
time. Prolonged exposure erodes attention
spans, disrupts sleep, strains mental and
physical health. Constant connectivity
and overstimulation often amplify
exam stress and undermine the
mindfulness we are seeking to
cultivate among children.

This is where parents and
educators must act together. By
setting healthy boundaries around
device-use and encouraging
alternatives such as physical
activity, creative pursuits, and

family interaction, we canrestore
balance.
® A Viksit Bharatneedsexcellence
across all fields. This will be possible
only when children are free to discover
and develop their unique strengths, This is
extra true in the AT age. As the distance between
curiosity and problem-solving narrows, our role as
educators, parents, and guardians is to enable this
exploration. We have to ensure consistent guidance by
‘providing children with the right tools, clear safeguards,
and the freedom to experiment, innovate, and evenfail.
Children who learn without fear, innovate with
confidence, and engage with the world while remaining
rooted in their cultural heritage are the harbingers
of Viksit Bharat. This is the spirit of Pariksha Pe
Charcha: freeing young minds from fear and preparing
confident citizens for India@2047.

Calvin & Hobhes

TO HELP YOU.

CALVIN, LISTEN CLOSELY .
LQCKING ROSALYN OUT OF
mosz WASNT JUST
(T WAS DANGEROUS .

IF ‘(0\1 D HURT YOURSELF OR
IF THERE WAS A FIRE, SHE
WOULDNT HAVE BEEN ABLE

Sacredspace

YOU GO APOLOGIZE
TO ROSALYN RIGHT
NOW.

’

~

AND WE'RE SORRY ToO. T
PROMISE YOU CALNIN WiLL

Thave beenand
still amaseeker,
but i have ceased
toquestion
starsand books;
ihave begun
tolistento the
teaching my
blood whispers
tome.

Hermann Hesse

Hanuman Empowers Us With Right Knowledge

Swami

iy search for role models and
superheroes when we have
Hanumanji, who embodies

all energies and higher qualities,
guiding us tolive most efficiently and
contribute brilliantly to society?
Hanuman isdear not only to ShriRam
butalso tocountless devotees across
the world. In these times of turmoil
and unpredictable circumstances, we
need extraordinary wisdom, greater
courage, and dedication toa higher
cause. Let us see what we can learn
from Hanuman:
Atulitbaladhamam: Heisan
incomparable source of strength. To

facelife, this is what we need primarily.

Hanuman bestows upon us great
energy, enabling us to complete each
task with perfection.

Hisbodyis

of a: golden hue, representing inner
brilliance. It radiates great energy, and
one who basks in hisradiance derives
better physical health and higher
wisdom to make theright
decisions. Learningtobask in
hisradianceis whatall
upasakasand worshippers %
practise. He casts sucha <B
brilliant light upon our
lives that we gain
tremendous clarity to
make theright choices.
Banking upon his grace
‘works wonders — one must experience
it atleast once. He takes charge of

our lives, especially when we do not
know what todo.
Dt

isthefire thatburntall demons. He
subdued themand eradicated all

rakshasicforces bentupon destroying

lives, beauty and order onearth.

Likewise, there are many negative

pulls within our personalities that

distract us from our true purpose in
life. These inner unsolicited

ava forces of destruction demotivate

usfromtime totimeand
s plantnegative thoughtsof
s uncertainty and depression.
By invoking Hanuman, we
are well taken care of, both
withinand without. The

THE SPEAKING TREE power of invocation, backed

by faith, provides us with
greater insights and many experiences
that one must taste in life.

agr

ispower. Knowledge drives usto
perform. Itisakey that unlocks
potential, helpingus tosurge ahead.
Knowledge gives us confidence.

Hanuman empowers us with theright
knowledge.

Sakalagunanidhanam: A treasure
house of allvirtues. Values, when
lived, become virtues. Values protect
usand form an impenetrable armour
that allows us to move through our
lives without hesitation.
Vanaranam adheesam: A great
leader who can lead our restless minds
by calming them from time to time, as
heguided vanaras towards victory.

1 priva :
namami: All his virtues aredue to
hisdevotion to his master, Shri Ram.
He demonstrated that strength
comes from the Lord, not from our
egocentric personality When we
surrender our ego to the Lord, we
openourlives tomiracles. Such is
Hanumanji, whom one could invoke
forsuccess.
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A welcome escalation
Higher defence outlay reflects focused priorities
Operation Sindoor (May last year) hasmade its mark in this year'sdefence Budget.
Arx7.8strillion, defence spending isexpected to touch 2 per cent of gross domestic
product (GDP), reversing adecline and reflecting a recognition that India needs to
bebetter prepared fora potential two-front war against a formidably well-equipped
Chinaanditsclient state Pakistan. This much is reflected in thesignificant increase
in the outlay for capital expenditure, at 28 per cent of the defence Budget. At 32.2
trillion for FY27, this outlay partly reflects both the need to replace materiel lost
during the four-day skirmish with Pakistan and an effort to better enable the fast-
1t po totheservice chiefs tomake urgent
purchasestofill operational gaps. At the same time, a 24 per cent bump in the mod-
ernisation Budget in FY27 — more than double the 10 per cent increment of earlier
years — is expected to augment air defence and naval undersea capabilities and
long-range standoff weapons.

As always, the real test will lie in the efficiency of expenditure, especially
given that salaries and pensions continue to account for more than half the
outlay, and capital expenditure aimost always lags even the revised estimates.
One encouragingsignal is a contraction of the component of salaries and pen-
sions. The share of pensions is estimated to shrink to 22 per cent of the defence
Budget from 26 per cent in FY20. The contraction of the salary component has
beensharperat 22.4 per cent in FY27 from 30 per cent in FY20. These reductions
may reflect the early impact of the Agneepath scheme, launched in June 2022,
though the juryisstill out on the effect of the scheme on the combat efficacy of
defence formations.

Nearly 75 per cent of the modernisation Budget will be set aside for procure-
ment from domesticsources underthe “Atmanirbhar Bharat™ initiative. However,
this raises questions about the absorptive capacity of both public and private
defence manufacturers. In a post-Budget interview with this newspaper, Defence
Secretary Rajesh Kumar Singh pointed out that domestic firms accounted for 87
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A trade deal bonanza

India needs faster fiscal consolidation

India weathered the 2025 Trump tariff shock
remarkably better than expected. Gross domestic
product (GDP) growth is likely to exceed 7 per cent
in 2025, and external balances remained positive
throughout. Front-loading of goods exports to the
United States, access to cheaper Russian oil, strong
service eXports, and higher remittances helped. The
rupee ¢ d sharply, at one point i
92 to the dollar as net foreign portfolio outflows
reached $18 billion, but a weaker rupee perversely
kept India’s exports more competitive.
What kept global growth in 2025
muchbetter than projected by the Inter-
national Monetary Fund and the World
Bank was artificial intelligence (AT) and
spending on related infrastructure like
data centres. The fact that most coun-
tries chose not to retaliate to US unilat-
eraltariffs, which could have triggered a
global trade war, was another factor.
Nevertheless, US President Donald
Tmmp 's continuing threatsto take over

per cent of the value of capital procurement in FY25. But the experis

that the glacial delivery timeli ployed by indigenous —the
delay in the delivery of the Tejas Mk1A fighters being a case in point — may need
to change rapidly to meet the growing threat along the borders. The opportunity
for icdefence mar tod theirdelivery capabilitiesand
technical efficiencies has never been more opportune.

Thebigquestion is whether even thissignificant increase in the defence Budget
offers the opportunity fora radical shift in the operational efficiency of the armed
forces. The defence secretary said the ministry would like to see defence expendi-
ture rise to 2.5 per cent of GDP over the next five years. Though this is not unrea-
sonable, a focus on practical spending such as on the integration of the multiple
platforms employed by the military and bringing the number of Air Force squad-
rons to full strength, too, would serve the defence forces.

Fixing urban mobility

Congestion has become a tax on growth

The Union Budget has placed cities at the centre of India’s growth strategy, with a

I s

.

Vi A itorsare
paymg TheUS realised if it would need to move quickly
1l india from its rules and regulation:
inline withthe EU.
The details of the India» 'S trade deal are not yet

GDP for FY27, is worrisome. India’s debt dynamics —
especially with rising public debt at the state level and
increased spending after the Eighth Pay Commission
kicks in — will require faster fiscal consolidation. As
Sajjid Chinoy hasshown, even with 11 percent nominal
GDP growth — higher than the 10 per cent projected in
the Budget— India’soverall public debt remains close
to80 percent of GDPby 2030 because state publicdebt
exceeds 30 per cent of GDP.

This means faster fiscal consolidation at both
the Union and state levels is necessary to create the
fiscal space India must have to deal with bigger
shocks. One way to achieve this in the Union Budget
would have been to forgo increases in allocations for
internal security, which are already high. Another
would be faster privatisation, projected at a modest
0.2 per cent of GDP in this year’s Budget.

The Trump shock also pushed India into a more
accelerated reform mode in 2025 — cleaning up
goods and services tax, encoding labour reforms,
opening insurance and defence production to 100
percent FDI, and signalling the intent to deregulate.
Butkeep the promised Reform Express going on the
so-called factor market by removing obstacles to

available but thy 11 positi around it
will pull back some of the short-term portfolio capital
that left in 2025. The rupee and Indian equities have
alreadyseenabump-up. Whether India’sChi

land isition and zoning, i labour flexi-
bility further to firms over 300 workers, and reduc-
ingthe cost of energy, while also ﬁxmg itscreakyand

egy, which Mr Trump’s 50 percent tariffs had derailed,
will get back on track: remams to be seen. Mr Trump’s
and on-and-off'si
may give long-term investors pause.
The 2026-27 Budget has allocated
funds to build resilience and manage

nsks It has reduced import duties on

highly corrupt legal and

The Budget has announced yet another commit-
teetolookat banking reforms for Viksit Bharat. It will
look at ways to increase India’s credit-to-GDP ratio,
phase out the statutory liquidity ratio (SLR), and
develop the bond market — issues discussed in my
January Column. But any of these financial sector
reforms will depend on reducing the public-sector

inputs for labe

sive exports and for critical products
India needs to reduce dependence on
China and build more resilient supply
chains. Continuing the push for public
capital expenditure — which people

attack Iran, and his unpre- IF TRUTH BE expected would now pause — is wel-
dmlable behaviour on tariffs have kept  TOLD come, especially as recovery in private
the global uncertainty index and the investment and FDI may await comple-

price of gold close to $5,000 an ounce.
Even in this fractured, more protec-
tionist world, India’s growth momentum for a Viksit
Bharat remains dependent on exports and attracting
more foreign direct investment (FDI). The win-win

AJAY CHHIBBER

tionofthe EU trade deal and greater cer-
tainty on US intentions towards India.
Al could be a big boon or bane for India. The
increased but targeted outlay for Al to support
India’s AI National Mission, along with the support

European Union (EU) trade deal inrecord
time will help attract more FDI from the EU once bilat-
eral investment agreements are signed, boost India’s
labour-intensive export sectors, and signal to the rest
of the world that India is ready to lower tariffs and is
opentotrade,

Itwasalso, as we now see, asignal toMr Trump that
India cannot be bullied and was instrumental in his
suddenapproval of a US-Indiatrade deal, slashing tar-
iffs from 50 per cent to 18 per cent, lower than what

for tors, in the Budget is, therefore, wel-
come. However, in this new world order, where
alliesoralliances do not countand everyone s rear-
ming, India’s defence expenditure as ashare of GDP
was low at under 2 per cent of GDP. With worsening
relations in its neighbourhood and no dependable
allies, the increase in defence outlay formodernisa-
tion to 2 per cent was overdue and necessary.

But the slowdown in the glide path for fiscal con-
solidation, with the fiscal deficit set at 4.3 per cent of

borrowin; which at their highest-ever
level of T17.2trillion (about $190 billion), up 16 percent
from Ihe prevxous year, will test the RBI, as debt man—
agerof n eep G -Sec it inct

hil ingwithi (hemﬂanon-
targeting regime.

Ifnew and bigger shocks laid out in the Economic
Survey hit, such asa major correction in the US equity
markets, India has limited fiscal space to respond.
Leaving itself vulnerable with exceedingly high
public debt ratios is not a sound strategy in today’s
uncertain andjittery world. Let me end by offering big
congratulations to the Narendra Modi government
for navigating two big trade deals, which could be
game changers and will lift India’s growth prospects,
improve FDI flows, and make India a more open and
competitive economy. Let us hope the EU deal is rati-
fied this year, and that Mr Trump sticks tothe US deal.

The author is a distinguished visiting scholar at
the Institute for International Economic Policy,
George Washington University. His book Unshack-
ling India was declared the best new book in econ-
omics by the Financial Times in 2022

Sound strategy: From Sonar to Al

sharp push to public capital diture, i
%122 trillion, the announcement of seven new high-speed rail corridors, a con-
tinued expansion of Metro networks, a proposal to create “city economic regions”,
and an incentive for municipal corporations to approach the bond market.
Together, these signal an ambition to unlock the economic potential of India’s
rapidly urbanising population. Yet this ambition will remain unrealised unless
urban mobility systems begin to deliver outcomes, not just assets.

The Economic Survey 2025-26 mentions that transportation is the “blood-
stream, spine and muscles” ofa city, enabling the flow of people, goods, and ideas.
‘When this system weakens, congestion, pollution, and falling productivity follow.
The Survey further quantifies this cost starkly. A study by the Centre for Science
and Environment estimates that even an unskilled worker in Delhi can lose up to
19,600 annually due to congestion. For skilled workers, the losses rise to nearly
26,000 a year. Another study by the Institute for Social and Economic Change
estimated that Bengaluru alone lost about 700,000 productive hours in 2018. A
report by Uber-Boston Consulting Group put the annual congestion cost of India’s
four largest metros at $22 billion. The TomTom Traffic Index 2025 highlights how
serious the problem has become. Bengaluru now ranks as the second-most con-
gested city intheworld, and Kolkata and Pune also rankamong the slowest. India,
overall, ranks fifth globally and second in Asia on congestion.

However, the core problem is not insufficient spending. India has expanded
mass rapid transit significantly over the past decade. As of 2025, over 1,036 km of
Metro and regional rapid-transit systems were operational in 24 cities, with more
under construction. But rail solve urban mobility when cities
remain overly dependent on private vehicles. The roads are also being used more
asstorage for carsthan as corridors for moving people. Buses, the most flexible and
cost-effective form of mass transport, remain inadequate. While the Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs recommends 40-60 buses per 100,000 people, India’s
cities together have only about 47,650 buses, nearly 61 per cent of which are con-
centrated in just nine mega cities. Weak first- and last-mile connectivity further
reduces the usefulness of Metro and rail investment.

Achieving real change will require a broader shift towards people-centric
planning, with viable alternatives to private vehicles becoming the default
choice. This means expanding and digitising bus fleets, making walking and
cyclingsafe and attractive, integrating shared mobility for last-mile access, and
implementing transit-oriented development around stations to shorten trip
lengths. Technology-led traffic management and demand-based parking pol-
icies must also play a role. Urban mobility has become a central problem to econ-
omic growth. Without fixing how people move within cities, the Budget’s growth
ambitions risk stalling at the signal.

nel loyal to Mr Maduro
by intense sound waves or directed-energy effects.
Separately, Ukraine’s deployment of distributed
acoustic networks to detect low-altitude drones by
sound in its conflict with Russia has caught global
attention. Nations are also using advanced acoustic
systems to map and exploit seabed resources, high-
lighting that acoustics, once niche, is now a critical
‘military and economic technology frontier.
Acoustics has been central to maritime oper-
ations because electromagnetic waves
attenuate rapidly in water, while sound,
especially very low frequencies, can
travel thousands of kms underwater,

P

The
US has moved beyond Cold War-era systems such as
Sosus to highly classified “acoustic superiority” pro-
grammes, developing new sensors and quieting tech-
nologies, while also fielding acoustic gunshot and
drone-detection systems: for its army. Russia is invest-

The United States military operauon that captured  strategically cnnsequennalfmnner[echnology ing, and 1 technol
luding infrastructure ding of Prmdenthh -olds M: ion Nati e acoustics D ping robust, acoustic capabil-
notonly fori butalso for: person- ities is, therefore, no longer optional for India. It is

astrategic necessity.

India’s indigenous sonar of the 1970s and subse-
quent research has laid the foundation for more
advanced capabilities. In recent years, the iDEX~
!nd.lan Navy Sprint Challenge 2022, which issued 75

inginultra-quiet

surveillance

advanced sonars, Arctic the domain by
and acoustic b s[arrups to develop Al-based acoustic
and arti.llery detecmm systems such as BUH1a Sova. arrays, compact

weapon Shepot. Chinais

sca]mgtastest. buildingitsIntegrated Underwater Sur-
veillance System, the “Great Under-
waterWallofChma JintheSouth China

sonar for unmanned underwater vehicles, persistent
long-range monitoring, and miniaturised low-fre-
quency transmitters and receivers. One of the five
INDUS-X joint challenges is. targeu.ng undersea com-

key mari-
time zones into submarine kill-zones.

inwarmwater UsSinter-
estinacoustics of the IoR.

through natural sound channels formed fa ’ Beyond these, France, Australia, Japan, India must now accelerate indigenous acoustic
by temperature and salinity layers. Con- f and others are also investing heavﬂy in developmen[m match’ leaclxngnaval powerswithinsti-
sequently, submarine navigation, com- advanced acoustic fonal OceanTechnoXoﬂy
munication, and detection have relied on The Indian Ocean Region (IoR) Indian f Te andnaval

acoustics since World War-I, evolving acoustic envi makes sonar i role. Anaction plan foracoustics
from simple hydrophones to advanced technologies designed by the West for may incorporate some of the following. First, India
digital sonars. However, in recent years, OFF THE GR'D the colder Atlantic and Pacific unfit. could considerestablishingaNational Ocean Acoustic
acoustics has expanded to non-marine Warm surface waters, shifting salinity Grid — a permanent listening network covering the
domains such as contested electromag-  AJAY KUMAR gradients, strong thermoclines, and Arabian Sea, the Bay of Bengal, and the Andaman Sea

netic environments, tunnels, bunkers,
jungles, and mountainous terrain.

Range and persistence in acoustics come at the
costof'size. Verylowtrequeuaes(belowﬂoi—!z) which

monsoon-driven variability in the IoR
degrade Western-designed systems. Advanced
acoustics suitable for [oR’s distinctive conditions
have not been developed Mastery of this environ-

choke points.

Second, aNational Acoustic Warfare Agency, simi-
lar to existing space or cyber agencies, could be setup
to integrate the efforts of the Defence Research and

travel great hocean layers, men[ decisivi indetection, con- Development Organisation, the Navy, Indian Space

require massive sys(em= tha[ are -of- and control in the IoR. India, Research Organisation, ocean-modelling teams, aca-

melres long mwed arrays and larger masts for wnlhusgeography.susrmnedpresence.mdgrowmg demia, and industry. Third, mdjgenous lechnology
b in materials, ical capacity, iq positioned tolead in silent

especxally hlgh performance single-crystal piezo- in thisdomain. ds i ries, and ed pi icsensor

elecmcs‘ power electronics, and smarter desxgnsare
However, thedefini

Digital
signal processing, adapnve beamforming, and am.ﬁ-
cial intelligence-driven detection and i

For India, advanced acoustic capabilities are
central to detecting hostile submarines near vital
sea lanes and choke points such as the Andaman»

should be accelerated, supported through an iDEX-
style challenge model. Fourth, scholarships, interna-
tional collaborations, and a dual-use civilian

tonur and

Nlcobar region, while also seabed
assets, includi ion cables, sensor

These enable networks of small, highly sensitive sen-
sors to be digitally synchronised and operate as a vir-
tual large aperture. Data is fused across sensors on
ships, submarines, unmanned platforms, and
seabed nodes, much like Google Maps aggregates
millions of noisy inputs to generate accurate, real-
time traffic intelligence. Recent breakthroughs,
including distributed fibre-optic acoustic sensmg

networks, and deep-sea infrastructure. Persistent
acoustic surveillance will underpin future mari-
time domain awareness. Beyond the maritime
domain, acoustics can support surveillance, drone
detection, tunnel and bunker monitoring, and anti-
Naxal operations in thick forests. Equally critical is
the economic dimension: India’s International
Seabed Au(homy allocated deep-sea blocks for

and emerging quantum sensors promise
magnitude gains in sensitivity, making acoustics a

y nodul ion and extraction will
depend on advanced acoustic mapping, monitor-

scaleinnovation in thisarea.

In future wars, acoustics will not merely support
military power. It will shape it. India stands at a stra-
tegic inflection point where mastering acoustics is no
longer optional or niche, but central to national secur-
ity. Inthe commg decade, the nation that domma[es
acoustic i will 1 the
domain and gain a decisive edge on land as well.

The author is chairman, UPSC, and former defence
secretary of India. The views are personal

Present tense over the past

BOOK
REVIEW

ARUNDHUTI DASGUPTA

‘When news about the archaeological
findings at Keeladi mTamﬂ Nadu first hit
the ines, it ir. Being
faraway from the more g]arnorous Har-
appandigs of the north, it had never

Madurai, the city with a recorded history

that goesback to 3rd century BCE. It
could have fomsed national attention on
artefacts were dugout of its trenches. It more than th theri ditsdocu-
'wasnot just the sheer volume, but also andi iptions that ofthe region’s past
il fthe di i thesite. Peopl: theirauthen- in proseand poetry.
that took: people by surpnse From push- ticity, debated the absence of religious Across the world, new
ingback insouth artefacts at Keeladi that ought tohave archaeological discoveries are

India, to providing fresh mslght into Lhe

linked it with [he anmem Vedic cultu:e

changing the way the past was
7 ddrivi

genetic d.lVEISl(y oftl and the anddr

new d I 1 the \vho had led the digat Kee- the fickle nature of timelines,
dominant narrative about India’s ladi, K Amarnath who had i ytheoriesand ideas
antiquity. Until Keeladi it was assumed compared thesite with Mohemo Daro about original settlements and
thaturban life of le had duringa mxgramry routes. Forinstance,
emerged in North India, but now it helaterclarified toth horofthe arcl inSaudiArabia

seemed that there had been a vibrant
urban settlement in South India as far
backas 600 BCE.

really madeit to the list of
onany archaeological map and had
escaped the attention ofa nation
obsessed with the Indo-Gangetic plain as

the foundation of Indian civilisation.
idoaclosed

sites

ladi
circle of historians and culture enthusi-
asts; few had even heard about iteven
though thesite lay barely a few hours
from Madurai.

Allthat changed when 6,000-odd

The discor Keeladian
overnightstarand prowded abigbreak-
through moment for-

Butthen, asauthor Sowmya Ashok
writes, politics came knocking, The site
and theteam in charge of the dig were
subjected to unprecedented scrutiny and
the conversations were more about
religion, cultural superiority and the true
intentions of the leading archaeologists.

Political, religious and linguistic affin-

book). Amarnath was soon transferred
outof] Keeladl Wthh opened upanew

have recently found a panel of
carvings depictinglife-size
icand

LIRS

in Saudi Arabiato the end of the Tce Age

especially so in India. The authorwrites

and has uansfurmed Lhe prevalent about the archaeogenetic research being
notionsabe artinthe ient DNA
region.

imilarly, li i ic

atthe Madurai Kamaraj University and

p i 1d

her ith the

theones about race, migration

therethat show thal Incha was never

of language
almost everywhere, The past
cannot be boxed intoa homo-
genous narrative. Everysite
will throw up artefactsand
generate perspectives that

gl ion. It
wasan amalgam of many different
groups of people and as their descend-
ants, wecarry amixed genetic legacy.
Hence, when the findings at Keeladi and
otherdigs in the country are used todem-

even contradict them. Deeper
understandingabout ancient
culture, about our ancestors
and about the societies that

purerace of i itdoes
notiurthert i the
country’s past.

The book raises several questions
about the way we have sought to portray

round of acti The Dig: | iand vebmh tomodem Indiais the past. But its greatest achievement is
between the central andthe h liffsides of a ndia's when we trade I ion thatity people
state government in Tamil Nadu. mountain known as Jebel EaStS winva'dgholi dogma for i whi gk of the past. The
Thestory of Keeladi, muchlikethatof ~ Mismathatare believed to Pybl’oher:f o Forinstance, archaeologist: i
anyancientsite, isfarmorecomplexthan  havebeen created between oot s studiesin the country have i the
thelinear narratives of originand 11,400 and 12,800 years ago. long been mired in debates true heroes and the author writes about

antiquity being spun around it. Itis also
hugely shortsighted to place the site
within the north-south bmary that many
histori;

inthe past. Forinstance, there could have
been adeeper study of the antiquity of

“They arethe oldest large-
scale naturalisticanimal art
ever found in the Middle Eastand are
amongthe oldest in the world,” the New
York Times reported. This discovery

of the earliest

307 pages 3799

aboutgenetic purity. Even
today, researchers are forced
torephrasetheir findingsifit hintsata

them with empathy, understanding and
hertongue firmlyin hercheek.

mixed genetic legacy. However thetruth
isthat there is nothing the

theworldand

The reviewer teaches folkloreand
gy and s of
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Manipur gets fresh start,

but Delhi must keep vigil

choice of BJP leader Yumnam Khemchand Singh as CM with a

package of decisions consisting of the revocation of the
President’s rule, installation of a popular government and the

ember each from the Kuki and Naga communities as deputy
chief ministers is the best thing to have happened in Manipur in the last

three years. Every stake-holder,

they in the state or outside, must give

the new administration a helping hand to nurse the state back into nor-
malcy and then lead it to progress and prosperity.

Manipur was brought under President’s Rule on February 183, 2025, after
incumbent chief minister N. Birendra Singh resigned. Mr Singh had
presided over the state administration when the border state plunged into
a fotal mess after the breaking out of riots on May 3, 2023. The trigger was
the inclusion of the majority Meitei in the list of
Tribes in the state, a step opposed by the Kuki-Zo tribe. The administration
looked the other way when rioters belonging to the Meitei community

attacked the tribals. More than 250 people lost their lives and hundreds of

houses, schools and places of worship were set ablaze in the clashes.
Thousands have been living in camps after losing their dwelling places.
Mr Biren Singh, who belongs to the BJP, is accused of making no effort to

Mr Biren Singh, who
belongs to the BJP,
is accused of
making no effort to
stop the violence; in
fact, he allegedly
provided clandestine
support to the

stop the violence; in fact, he allegedly provided
clandestine support to the rioters. This forced
the Supreme Court of India to remark that there
was a total breakdown of the rule of law in
Manipur. The BJP leadership at the Centre and
the Union government the party leads also
refused to intervene, allowing the partisan
stration of Mr Biren Singh to continue in
office. That Prime Minister Narendra Modi did
not visit the state for over two years only
reflects the neglect the government showed
towards the state.

With aid of the security forces, governor Ajay
Kumar Bhalla and his team have, in the last one

year, helped the state stabilise after the blood-

»

shed. Even if complete normalcv has not returned, the people’s trust in the
administration has been somewhat restored. The wounds, however, will
take time to heal. The best way to get early results is to hand over the
administration to a chief minister who understands the pain of his people.
Mr Khemchand Singh, who again belongs to the Meitei community, is

deemed best suited for the job. It is reported that he has already
uki-Zo community and started t_he process
of reconciliation. He can now continue with the job, with the help of his

a mission to reach out to the

Syed Ata Hasnain

deputies and the state administration and its resources. ich of the com-

However, the Centre which refused to intervene in the riots and violence mentary sur-
should not withdraw completely. The tribal citizens have a legitimate com- rounding the
plamt that they face discrimination within the state. They have been seek- recent India-
ing a separate mechanism to administer the hill areas where they live. The US trade dmL

government must do what it takes to ensure they face no unjust discrimi-
nation, even if it calls for the taking of such a measure. A process of rec-
onciliation must follow so that the people of the state can plan their future

with reasonable clarity.

No shortcuts in aviation safety

viation safety is not just a process but a moral duty that must be
attended to every day so that fliers are not forced to put faith only in
the astronomical odds against dying in an air crash.

It will be several months before the final report from the probe into the
Ahmedabad crash of an Air India Dreamliner on June 12, 2025, is released.
Meanwhile, the question of a glitch in the form of i
of fuel control switches has cropped up again as a pilot report ted such move-
ment in a Dreamliner that flew to London from India.

The DGCA appears to have suggested that crew action may have moved
the switch from ‘run’ to ‘cutoff’ position. Calling upon Boeing to circulate
the recommended procedure for the operation of the switch to crew mem-
bers may be part of safety procedures. But there seems to be an admission
of belief, involuntary or otherwise, that the manufacturer is always right
and that the pilots are the ones who are moving switches.

1t should not take a year of probing to know how those switches moved on
the ill-fated aircraft out of Ahmedabad so that there could be closure on the
event. Manufacturers cannot brush aside the field data that may show that
they are not infallible in the matter of ensuring the built-in safety of their

aircraft.

Pilots, backed by air traffic controllers, do make mistakes, as we saw
most recently in the right wings of two taxiing aircraft brushing each other
in Mu.mba], which operates one of the country’s busiest airports. But
assuming pilot error before thoroughly probing each unusual incident in
aviation is an error that must not be allowed to creep in because that would
undermine safety, which is the manufacturers’ responsibility first.

The sooner we have the mystery solved of moving fuel switches - which
must be pulled up before being pushed to the cutoff position — the better.
How trustworthy is an aireraft if unusual movement of the fuel switches
takes place. What can be done to control this aspect of flying a 50ph15tlcat

fly-by-wire flying machine must be explored if the manufacturer is to
regain the total trust of passengers and crew.

which was

than a rupture with Moscow.
On the security front, there
is no evidence of disruption.
Defence cooperation, supply
chains for equjpment and

Monday shortly after F'r!.L
sident Donald Trump spoke
to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, has been animated by
anxiety rather than analysis.
‘The big question — whether
India has succumbed to pres-
sure, particularly on the
issue of Russian energy —
reflects a tendency to read
diplomacy as a zero-sum
contest, where adjustment is
mistaken for capitulation. A
calmer examination sug-
gests something quite differ-
ent. What New Delhi has

over the past
year is not drift or retreat,
but su‘ategxc patience anch
in forethought, an abili-
ty to manage the grey zones
of contemporary geopolitics
and a quiet confidence in its
own standing.

India’s leadership recog-
nised early that the interna-
tional ~environment was
entering a phase where eco-
nomic instruments would
increasingly be used as tools
of strategic persuasion.
Trade, tariffs, energy sourc-
ing, supply chains and mar-
ket access have become ex-
tensions of statecraft rather

urely commercial do-
mains. In this space, the
cha].lenge for a country com-
mitted to strategic autonomy
is not to resist all pressure
reflexively, but to absorb it
without losing agency. India
has done precisely that. It
has retained its core eco-
nomic interests, preserved
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diplomatic respect across
regions and adjusted tacti-
cally to emerging realities.
The narrative that India
has “given in” on Russian
energy overlooks both con-
text and continuity. India's
engagement with Russian
crude was always driven by
energy security and price
stahi]lty, not by ideological

mi-
litary-technical ties remain
intact. Russia, under its own
constraints, continues to
value India as a dependable
partner and a significant
market. Any accommoda-
tions made by Mr Vladimir
Putin are likely to be recip
rocal and pragmatic, shaped
by mutual interest rather
than coercion and based
upon realpolitik.

Equally important is what
India has chosen not to do. In
West Asia, New Delhi has
resisted the temptation to
rush to join the Gaza Peace
Board, despite external exp-
ectations and some amount
of media pressure. This res-
traint has preserved India’s

Equally important is
what India chose
not to do. New
Delhi has resisted
the temptation to
rush to join the
Gaza Peace Board,
despite external
expectations and
some amount of
media pressure.

thens regional balance. New
Delhi, in turn, has shown
that it can engage closely
without allowing the rela-
tionship to become prescrip-
tive or exclusive. India un-
derstands changing percep-

The trade deal with US &
India’s quiet consolidation

dency; it is bargaining power
exercised with discipline.
The ability to engage major
economic blocs without be-
ing locked into rigid
ments is itself a measure of
strategic autonomy.
Looking ahead, India-US
relations are likely to deepen
further, even with friction
from time to time. Differ-
ences will persist on trade
protectionism, technology
controls, climate financing
and regional tactics. Such
divergences are natural bet-
ween two large democracies
with distinct political cul-
tures and priorities. What is
unlikely is a fundamental
rupture. The structural logic
of the relationship remains
slmng The US needs India
ilising foree in Asia

tions on itical inter-
ests and the need to progres-
sively calibrate.

Onthe security front, there
has been no dilution of In-
dia’s role in the Indo-Pacific.
Maritime cooperation, joint
exercises, logistics arrange-
ments and defence technolo-
gy collaboration continue,
India has not outsourced its
strategic calculus nor signed
up to escalatory postures
that do not serve its inter-
ests. Its emphasis on stabili-

strategic balance in a deeply  ty, deterrenee and balance
polarised region. India con-  reflects both regional reali-
tinues to engage Israel close-  ties and its own assessment
ly, maintains longstanding of long-term security. Far
ties with the Arab world,and  from bemg placed on the
retains ibility with the ithas con-
Palestinian leadership, tinued to shape its environ-
which has itself sought ment with quiet confidence.

engagement with New Delhi.

In an era where alignment i is
often demanded loudly, In-
dia’s refusal to be hurried
has enhanced rather than
diminished its relevance.
Restraint here has been a
strategic choice.

The broader India-US rela-
tionship must be viewed
thmugh this lens of continu-
ity rather than episodic ten-
sion. The fundamentals re-
main unchanged. Strategic
convergence in the Indo-
Pacific region, shared con-
cerns over coercive behav-
jour by China, cooperation
in defence, technology, intel-
ligence and resilient supply
chains, and the deep reser-
voir of people-to-people ties
continue to anchor the part-
nership. The relationship
with the US has always been
one of interests rather than
alliances, and this has not
altered.

made today reflect changes
in market i global

understands that India w1.l.l
notbea ally but

scrutiny and India’s own di-
versification strategy rather

remain a consequential pow-
er whose cooperation streng-

Economically, the timing
of recent developments
could hardly be more
vourable. With a trade un-
derstanding with the EU
complemented by the Indo-
US deal, Indian markets and
industry have reason to be
optimistic. Together, these
arrangements expand ac-
cess, stabilise investor senti-
ment and reinforce confi-
dence in its growth trajecto-
ry. At a time when global

capital is cautious and many
economies face headwinds,

1is being read as a sta-
ble, opportunity-rich desti-
nation. This perception isn’t
‘manufactured through rhe-
toric; it is the cumulative
outcome of sustained ref-
orm, political stability and
strategic consistency.

Importantly, these gains
have not come at the cost of
sovereignty. India has lever-
aged its scale, its market
depth and its geopolitical rel-
evance to negotiate out-
comes aligned with national
interest. This is not depen-

aud a partmer in shaping
emerging technologies; Ind-
ia benefits from access, coop-
eration and influence with-
out surrendering indepen-
dence. The relationship will
remain transactional in
parts, but strategic in its
overall direction.

Credit for navigating this
complex phase must also be
placed where it beloug,s. The
steady economic steward-
ship and negotiating clarity
provided by commerce min-
ister Piyush Goyal have
helped protect core interests
while allowing calibrated
adjustment. Equally, susta-
ined diplomatic engagement,
undertaken well before pub-
lic announcements, reflects
a long-view approach. Such
outcomes are rarely the
product of impulse; they
emerge from anticipation,
preparauon and patience.

In sum, India has emerged
from this period not weak-
ened but experienced and
steadied. It has shown that
strategic autonomy is not ab-
out rigidity, but about confi-
dent adaptation. It has dem-
onstrated that economic

ragmatism need not erode
diplomatic respect. And it
has reaffirmed that India
can engage a rapidly chang-
ing world on its own terms.
In a global order marked by
pressure to choose sides, In-
dia has chosen instead its
own interests. That quiet
consolidation of position
may well prove to be
one of its most significant
achievements in this unset:
tled era.

The writer, a retired lieu-
tenant-general, is a former
GOC of the Srinagar-based

15 (“Chinar”) Corps
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DREAMLINER DIAGNOSIS

Thn: failure of the ignition switch
0 hold on \o DUN position and

pilot of

Dreamliner Al 132 from London
to Bengaluru report the r
to Al aviation authorities
like an electrical MCB switch not
to hold in “on® position due
iring or overload.
ly points to the

requires a repair or n
such a horrible nightm
RS. Narula

Patiala

REOPEN RAFALE CASE

MESSAGES EXCHANGED between Anil
Ambani and American financier Jeffery
Epstein released by the US Department of
Justice reveal that the “leadership” in
Delhi wanted Epstein to connect Mr
Ambani to US President Donald Trump's
son-inlaw and adviser Jared Kushner
and Republican strategist Steve Bannon.
Another set of messages indicate that Mr
Ambani had a dinner meeting with
French President Francois Hollande and
won the offset contract during the pur-
chase of Rafale fighter jets from France
announced during Mr Modi's visit to
Paris in April 2015. That Mr Ambani was
part of the business delegation accompa-
nying Mr Modi at the time is a case in
point. Previously, when the Opposition
demanded an inquiry into the exorbitant
price paid for the purchase of the Rafale
fighter jets, the Supreme Court gave a
verdict against their allegations. Will it
not be appropriate for the court now to
reopen the case?
Tharcius S. Femando
“hennai

NOT JUST A LIBRARY

WHILE THE CITY has transformed, not just
by name from Madras to Chennai, there are
certain structures that have stood the test of
‘time as historical landmarks of a bygone era.
One of these architectural wonders is the fasci-
‘nating Connemara Public Library. Right from
its inauguration in 1896, the library has held a
special place in the collective memory and
‘tearts of the people of Chennai. And with the
launch of a new STEM pavilion and Children’s
Science Park recently, it continues to add lus-
tre and sheen to the city’s architectural her-
itage. The century-old Connemara Library isa
place that invites one to slow down, reflect and
immerse oneself in the world of literature.
With its rich history and vibrant community,
the library is a hidden gem waiting to be

explored.
R. Sivakumar
Chennai

he UGC's Promotion of Equity in H.igher

fied on January 13, sought to addne&\pers!s-

tent caste discrimination on Indian campus-
es. Instead, they had led to protests, legal challenges
and a stay order by the Supreme Court, raising con-
cerns about the drafting and scope. The context. how-
ever, is tragically real, shaped by cases like Rohith
Vemula and Payal Tadvi, whose deaths revealed how
caste bias, social exclusion and widespread institu-
tional apathy can devastate students from margin-
alised communities.

One must admit that the 2012 UGC regulations on
caste discrimination were largely advisory and
lacked enforcement. Complaints of caste-based dis-
had steadily risen, more than doubling
between 201920 and 202324, showing that the old
framework had failed. Against this backdrop, the
2026 regulations were mevnable F\‘amed rnllowmg
the Supreme Court’s make equity

‘mechanisms mandator thmugh Equal Opportunity
Centres, Equity Cummlttees and formal inquiries.
From a social justice perspective, their intent was

necessary and long overdue.

Although the Supreme Court has kept the regula-
tions in abeyance, it must be realised that it is not a
rejection of equity but a caution about flawed draft-
ing and possible consequences. The court, from its
observation, has highlighted a key inconsistency:

Section 3(c) narrowly defines caste-] dis-
crimination as affecting only SCs, STs and OBCs,

—+ o o

Section 3(e) broadly defines discrimination as unfair
treatment of any stakeholder on grounds such as
caste, religion, gender or place of birth, raising the
question of why a separate, narrower definition is
needed at all when a more inclusive one already
exists. The court has also flagged vague language, the
scope for misuse and the risk of social division with-
out proper safeguards. The apex court’s call for an
expert review may reflect p: lural and constitu-
tional concerns, but it is not a denial of caste realities.

However, where the debate becomes political and
less evidence-based is in the claim that the regula-
tions will lead to caste-based victimisation of general
wuegory students. The pi concern that gp,n

category students may not have equal access to

gnevanee redressal under the caste-specific provi-
;mns is a real drafting issue and deserves attennou
b

claim that _ﬂn may

unds in Indian umversmm has hn.le e\ndeuce
Decades of sociological research, court cases and
campus reports show that caste discrimination in
India overwhelmingly flows in one direction — from
historically dominant castes towards Dalits,
Adivasis and other backward classes. The lived real-
1ty of ms!e mlnrha |s oue of enn’enched power, priv-
de, and stigma, exclu-
sion and vulnerabllny on the other. Upper castes, as
a goup, have not historically been sites of caste-
based humiliation. This does not mean that some
individuals from upper castes cannot face personal

harassment, regional bias or unfair treatment. They
certainly can.

Butthat is not the same as being subjected to struc-
tural caste discrimination. Notably, there is no body
of documented evidence, from UGC data, cowrt cases
or major investigations, showing a pattern of caste-
based discrimination against upper-caste students
comparable to what marginalised students face. The
fear of widespread “reverse caste discrimination™

The solution to this problem lies in neither aban-
doning the regulations nor d.lluung their purpose.
Protecting marginalised students is urgent and
backed by ample evidence, and the failure of the 2012
seen inrising ind tragic out-
comes, makes inaction mdefensxble At the same
time, the Supreme Court’s demand for clearer draft-
ing and safeguards requires atfention. The UGC
i languay

therefore appears more speculative than factual.
There is also a historical pattern that cannot be
ignored when it comes to such issues, Almost every
‘major social reform in India, from reservations to the
Mandal Commission recommendations to anti-dis-
crimination measures, has been met with strong
resistance from the pnvﬂeged sections. These reac-
tions are often framed in the language of merit, fair-
ness and equality, but they are also deeply shaped by
anxiety over the loss of l\mg held advantages. The
current protests against the UGC regulations fit this
pattern. Isn't it obvious that many of those leading
the protests come from socially and educationally
privileged groups? This does not automatically inval-
idate the procedural concerns. But it does raise a
larger question: Are these protests primarily about
due process and legal clarity, or are they also driven
by a deeper discomfort with stronger institutional
recognition of caste injustice? When reforms seek to
protect the vulnerable, those who long enjoyed unex-
amined privilege often experience it as a threat, even
when no real penalty is being imposed on them.

+

proce-
dural protections against grievance
redressal to ensure that all stakeholders are covered
and restore explicit provisions on ragging, which
often overlaps with caste and cultural

Far from weakening the fight against caste discrimi-
nation, these steps would make the framework more
robust, fair and credible.

The central aim of the regulations must remain the
protection of the marginalised, where caste oppres-
sion is most acute. This does not mean g
upper-caste students, but it does req\um honat
recognition of caste power and vulnerability, The
real choice before the UGC and the government is not
equity versus unity, but a sound, constitutional equi-
ty framework versus denial and fear. If clarified and
strengthened, the regulations can serve their true
purpose, not as tools of division, but as instruments
of long-overdue justice in Indian higher education.

The writer is retired professor and former dean of

the School of Arts and Humanities at Christ
University in Bengaluru

must avoid 26,
misuse, clarify
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Manipur challenge

New government has its work cut out

HE Centre’s decision to reinstate an elected
government in Manipur is a gamble that can
pay off or backfire, depending on how the
sensitive political situation is handled. Eth-
nic violence has claimed over 260 lives and
displaced thousands of people in the northeastern state
since May 2023, and it was only a year ago that under-fire
Chief Minister N Biren Singh resigned, paving the way
for the imposition of President’s rule. The state has been
relatively peaceful since February last year, thanks to
sustained security operations, arrests of militants,
seizure of arms and repeated appeals for surrender of
looted weapons. However, the bitter divide between the
Meitei and Kuki-Zo communities has not yet been
bridged. It will be a Herculean task for the new govern-
ment to regain the trust of aggrieved stakeholders.

The arrangement of having a Meitei CM and one
deputy CM each from the Kuki and Naga communities is
clearly aimed at signalling inclusivity. However, the sym-
bolism will be put to the test on the ground. Protests in
Kuki-Zo-dominated districts like Churachandpur,
demanding a “political solution” before government forma-
tion, lay bare a lingering sense of alienation and fear. The
Kuki-Zo Council, a leading civil society organisation in
Manipur, has urged all MLAs belonging to the community
to “respect the collective will, sentiments, unity and politi-
cal aspirations of the Kuki-Zo people”. The subtle warning
to these legislators is that they should be ready to face the
consequences if they choose to join the government.

With a year left for the Assembly elections, the BJP is
keen to project an “all iswell” picture. However, the Kuki-
Zo demand for a separate administration — a UT with a
legislature — might impede efforts for restoring normal-
cy. The new dispensation must make reconciliation and
consensus-building its top priorities. The ‘Viksit
Manipur’ slogan will ring hollow unless concrete steps
are taken to ensure justice and political accommodation.

Notjustagame

Ghaziabad, Kullu suicides trigger concern

loss of young lives — three sisters in Ghazi-
abad and a 15-year-old boy in Kullu, Himachal
Pradesh — on Wednesday should jolt publie
consciousness. They raise urgent questions

about the i ion of youth, onli age
ment and mental health. In Ghaziabad, three sisters aged
12,14 and 16 reportedly jumped from the ninth floor of their
apartment in what police suspect followed intense involve-
ment with an online gaming app and a dispute over its use
athome. Authorities are investigating all factors, including

OPINION

SANJAYA BARU
SENIOR JOURNALIST

HERE is one simple

question about US

President  Donald

Trump’s grouse

against India that
few economists have asked.
What is wrong if a less devel-
oped economy, with a per capita
income of less than $3,000, runs
a large trade surplus against
the world's richest economy
which has a per capita income
close to $90,0007

India ought to have challenged
outright the economic and moral
foundation of Trump's tariff
tantrum. It is a different matter
that as a weaker power, we have
finally agreed to have our arms
twisted, but why accept the logic
of the demand? And, what is the
economic logic of zero tariffs on
any US imports?

Incidentally, some members of
the Union government’s eco-
nomic policy team have often
claimed that while the reforms of
1991 were undertaken under
external pressure, this govern-
ment has been voluntarily pursu-
ing reforms. If a government
wakes up after nearly 12 years in
office to unveil radical trade
reforms, it is surely not out of con-
viction but owing to the external
pressure being exerted. The trade
policy reform unveiled through
the recent Union Budget as well
as the concessions being granted
to the US, especially in trade in
agricultural products, are all in
response to such pressure.

Much is being made of how the
18% tariff announced by Presi-
dent Trump through a tweet
places India at an advantage vis-
a-vis many South-East Asian
economies that face US tariff
rates of over 18%. Thisis alaugh-
able claim. Even with a few per-
centage points’ disadvantage,

Business as unusual

India ought to have challenged economic & moral foundation of Trump’s tariff tantrum

LETDOWN : Trump's policies place India in a position of relative disadvantage. FILE PHOTO

compete India because of lower
costs and their economies being
more competitive.

Another laughable proposition,
instantly peddled by apologists for
the US in India, is that Trump’s
tariff reduction from 50% to 18%
has restored the India-US strate-
gicpartnership,. Evenifthat 18%is
farabove an earlier 0-5%rate. That
this somehow places the relation-
ship ona sound and durable foun-
dation. This is the hope of a des-
perate nation. Not the aspiration
of arising power.

The fact is that over the past
year, President Trump has pur-
sued an avowedly anti-India poli-
cy, insulting Indian leadership
and questioning Indian domestic
and foreign policies. It is claimed
that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has exercised ‘strategic
patience’. Silence is golden,
speech would have been wooden.
Fairenough. But what exactly has
Trump’s unilaterally announced
‘trade deal’ done to restore trust
to the damaged relationship?

The fact also is that we are still
no wiser on what exactly the
‘deal’ is. A deal by definition has

The Trump
administration has
not dealt with India
any differently than

it has dealt with
Pakistan ormost other
developing economies.

after  Commerce  Minister
Piyush Goyal's press confer-
ence, the terms of the ‘deal’
remain hazy. Different claims
are being made in New Delhi
and Washington DC.

To begin with, the first 25% tar-
iffagainst India and a second 25%
imposed due to India purchasing
Russian oil were both levied
through executive orders issued
by the President. These orders
are still being challenged in
American courts. The presiden-
tial tariff tweet has not yet
become an executive order and

the effective tariff down from 50%
to 18% or from 25% to 18%. India
has said nothing about stopping
the purchase of Russian oil.
Such uncertainties would not
have been important in a strate-
gic relationship based on trust,
which is what India and the US
established under the leadership
of President George W Bush and
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh. But with trust gone, pres-
idential tweets have to be fol-
lowed by executive orders before
foreign policy analysts go gaga.
How will the world, and espe-
cially India's neighbours, view
the US-Indiarelationship asit has
evolved over the past one year?
The evidence would suggest that
itisnolongera “strategic partner-
ship”, as defined by President
Bush and Prime Minister Singh,
nor the “defining partnership of
the 21st century”, as President
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economies. While China and
Brazil have been particularly tar-
geted and India is the only mem-
ber of BRICS that has found
some favour with Trump, most
countries would see that
Trump’s US haslost Indian trust.

An 18% tariff for India over a
19% for Pakistan is not going to
help. Is India’s friendship worth
only one percentage point more
than Pakistan’s? Would Modi's
support base accept this valua-
tion of Indian friendship?

As for China, while the Trump
administration persists with the
geo-economic containment of
China, it has signalled calming of
tensions on Taiwan. India, too,
has changed its stance on China.
Moreover, India is in no position
to supply to the US what Chinais
able to and the US needs. India’s
place in America’s ‘China+1
strategy is marginal. On the oth-
er hand, under pressure from the
US, the European Union has
diluted its China+1 policy and is
reaching out to China.

Allthese developments suggest
that President Trump’s overall
foreign economic policies and his
new national security strategy
place India in a position of rela-
tive disadvantage, compared to
what was the case even a decade
ago, and not in any great position
of advantage. How this implies
any return to arelationship of the
early 21st century, as claimed by
some in India, is not at all clear. It
is misplaced enthusiasm mas-
querading as expertise.

Finally, as of now, the Modi gov-
ernment has maintained stoic
silence on Trump’s claims about
India ending the purchase of
Russian oil and switching to
Venezuelan oil. The US has also
demanded an end to Indian
import of Iranian oil. If all this
turns out to be true, then the
Modi government should stop
talking about strategic autonomy.

It is not merely by defending

Barack Obama claimed. one’s borders that a nation
Despite all the talk about Presi-  secures its sovereignty. Asserting
dent Trump and Prime Minister — national interest in reducing crit-
Modi being frxends and buddies, 1cal dependenues as in oil and
the Trump ion has 1t, is also a stoic
not dealt with India any different-  decision that should not be bar-
ly than it has dealt with Pakistan ~ gained away in a trade deal about

family dynamics and psychological state, before drawing
conclusions. Almost simultaneously, in Kullu, a 15-year-old
Class X student died by suicide after falling into severe dis-
tress when an online gaming friend from overseas ceased
communication. He was reportedly alone at home at the
time and police are probing the circumstances.

These tragedies highlight a broader pattern: while
gaming and digital connections offer community and
entertainment for millions of youths, they can also inter-
sect with emotional vulnerabilities, social isolation and
unmet mental health needs. However, experts empha-
sise that gaming or online friendships alone do not cause
suicide; suicide is a complex, multifactorial phenome-
non. But problematic digital engagement, especially
when accompanied by withdrawal from offline life, dis-
rupted schooling and acute emotional stress, can exacer-
bate distress in susceptible young minds.

These hearthreaking incidents should spura conversa-
tion on mental well-being of the youth in the digital age.
The tragedies require nuanced responses: equipping par-
ents with digital awareness, strengthening mental health
education in schools, and ensuring accessible psychologi-
cal support for adolescents. Open communication within
families must be fostered so that children feel heard before
distress escalates into crisis. Parents and teachers must lis-
ten more than they censor; policymakers must ensure that
online environments prioritise safety for minors.

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO
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A test of sincerity
THERE was one point in the important speech made by Lala Laj-
pat Rai on the resolution on political pri iexilesin the Leg-

islative Assembly which has not received the attention to which it
is entitled. “So faras the freedom of expression, of opinion and sen-
timent is concerned”, he said, “that is a principle which every Eng-
lishman drinks with his mother’s milk, and therefore the British
people are naturally opposed to the suppression of such freedom
in their own country But when Lbev go abroad, perhaps they find
that empi ined on British traditi i, there-
fore, far the mamr;enauce of their Empire, they have recourse to
methods which are not British in their character. What we are ask-

ing for is that if they are really appreciative of our connection with
the British Empire, if they are really earnest in their demand for
cooperation from us, the test of that lies in their carrying out the
principles of British justice in the treatment of political offenders
in this country. I think, therefore, that it is in the fitness of things
that every time the government or its representatives ask us to
make a generous response to a generous call for cooperation, a res-
olution of this character ought to be brought forward in the Assem-
bly.” He further said: “We do want an atmosphere in which it may
be possible for us to cooperate with the government to a greater
extent than we have done in the past, but for the creation of that
atmosphere it is absolutely necessary that the treatment of politi-
cal offenders and political offences must differ from what it has
been in the past, and differ materially and vitally.”

many Asian economies can out-  two sides to the equationA Even

does not clarify if he is hringing or most other developing shrimpsand soyabean.

India and America are great democracies. We cherish the openness of our societies & ecoONoOmMies. —Manmohansingh

Wearelivingin
the phonefog

AsHOK B HERYANI

live in a kind of phone fog — physically pres-

\/ant, mentally elsewhere, eyes fixed on a

screen that rarely gives us anything urgent

but never lets us ignore it. It is not rudeness in the old
sense; it is distraction elevated to a way of life.

1t is easy to spot. Walk down a street and you will see
people moving with purpose, eyes lowered, thumbs in
steady motion. They bump into others. mutter an apol-
ogy without really looking up, and continue scrolling. At
traffic lights, heads bend instinctively towards phones,
as if a pause in movement must be filled immediately.
Even in company, phones are rarely out of reach, lying
face-up on tables, quietly asserting their presence.

The phone has become an extension of the self. We
reach for it reflexively, often without knowing why. ‘Just
checking,” we say, though there is nothing in particular
we are waiting for. It is less a conscious decision than a
habit, performed almost automatically.

Theirony is that all this activity is meant to help us stay
connected. In practice, it often does the opposite. Conver-
sations become fragmented. Attention drifts. Moments
lose depth. We hear the words but miss the tone. We listen
without quite listening, as digital interruptions quietly
compete with the people in front of us.

What gets overlooked are the small, unremarkable
moments that once filled everyday life — idle conversa-
tion, shared silences, the simple pleasure of noticing what
is around us. Sunsets are photographed rather than
watched. Meals are documented rather than enjoyed.
Experiences are quickly converted into images, as if their
value lies in proof rather than memory.

This constant partial attention also changes how we feel.
Stillness becomes uncomfortable. Focus is harder to sus-
tain. The mind is always elsewhere, even when the body
is not. We are busy, stimulated, and yet strangely restless.

It would be convenient to blame technology alone, but
the truth is simpler. Phones do not force themselves into
our hands. We invite them in, again and again, choosing
distraction in small, almost invisible increments — one
notification, one quick glance, one more scroll.

The answer, if there is one, does not lie in dramatic ges-
tures or digital detoxes. It lies in modest acts of awareness:
putting the phone away during a conversation, letting a
pause remain a pause, allowing moments to unfold with-
out the urge to record or respond.

The phone fog did not descend overnight, and it will not
lift suddenly. But clarity begins the moment we notice it.
And sometimes, simply looking up is enough.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITO

R&D the backbone of science Tourism a market-driven concept
Apropos of ‘Mixed signals for research fund- Refel to “The noise we bring to the mountains’;
ing’; while the government’s is on pri- le offers a nuanced sociol I critique of
vate-sector participation appears pragmatic, contemporary tourism pmcﬁces in the
the steady decline in financial support for pub-  Hi region. Tt P exam-

licresearch institutions is a step backward. Uni-
versities and government laboratories are the
backbone of research. Priority to private play-
ers will skew R&D towards short-term commer-
cial gains, leaving foundational science neglect-
ed. Schemes like Biopharma SHAKTI and

ines how tourism, once associated wah reflection
and communion with Nature, has been trans-
formed into a consumer-driven activity marked
by excess, haste and ecological insensitivity. The
article eﬂ"eclively analyses the consequences of

semiconductor missions can succeed only if
backed by strong public R&D 5
skilled manpower and stable funding.

ANGEL GUPTA, RAJPURA

Budget offers no help to farmers
Sidelining farmers, the Budget lacks measures
to address the rising cost of living and in many
regions, stagnant farm incomes. The Budget
heavily hew, cocoa, san-
dalwood) and Al-driven u.nmahsnc initiatives
(Bharat-VISTAAR) rather than addressing needs
of small and marginal farmers. There is no sig-
nificant increase in funding for rural infrastruc-
ture, like rural roads, groundwater conservation,
micro-irrigation and natural farming. The alloca-
tion for the Department of Agricultural Research
and Education has been reduced. No debt relief
has been provided to farmers and no special eco-
nomic packages were announced for states, like
Punjab, facing severe agrarian crises.

SNEHA SINGH, KHARAR

Need more bulk drug parks

Apropos of ‘Why India can't decouple from Chi-
na’; we rely substantially on Chinese imports for
Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients (APIs), critical
raw materials required for manulactme of fin-

ished icati India imports
68% of its total API requirements from China.
Likethe Bi SHAKTI schy unced

in the Union Budget, the government should sig-
nificantly enhance outlay for setting up bulk drug
parks across thecountry torampup] production of

 touri; plastic
polluuon the erosion of fragile ecosystems —
ly drawing toaless

dxscussed dimension: the decline of inner
silence and contemplative engagement. Ethical
responsibility and restraint are essential compo-
nents of development and enjoyment.

'SUNITA SIKRI, YAMUNANAGAR

India gets costly deal
Apropos of ‘Tariff relief’; the US decision to cut
tariffs is not a friendly gesture but a calculated
bargain. Gains in sectors like textiles, apparel,
gems and jewellery, engineering goods, phar-
‘maceuticals and electronics provide short-term
relief. The costs, however, are substantial. India
is pressed to expand imports of US crude oil,
LNG, defence equipment, aircraft and agricul-
tural products, while scaling back discounted
Russian oil purchases and opening sensitive
sectors such as dairy and agriculture to compe-
tition. In the preTrump era, trade frictions were
managed largely through dialogue, with mod-
erate tariffs and a persistent US trade deficit
with India, not by deliberate arm-twisting.

K KUMAR, PANCHKULA

The only gain for India

Refer to “Tariff relief’; Trump has prevailed
upon India to stop buying crude oil from Rus-
sia. The media is busy portraying the US pact
as a big win for India and Commerce Minister
Piyush Goyal in his press briefing on the
trade deal spent more time in condemning
Rahu] Gandhi’s conduct in Parliament than

APIs. D ping capacity willreduce
import dependence, besides boosting productivi-
ty and export potential of small businesses, espe-
cially in emerging pharma hubs like Himachal
Pradesh and Uttarakhand.

CHANDER SHEKHAR DOGRA, JALANDHAR

the trade agreement. It is perti-
nent to note that prior to Trump’s rule, most
Indian exports were levied single-digit duty:
from the peak of 50% in recent months, it is
now down to 18%. This is the only gain.

ARUN HASTIR, GURDASPUR

Letters to the Editor, typed in double space, should not exceed the 200-word limit.
These should be cogently written and can be sent by e-mail to: Letters@tribunemail.com
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Budget 202627
contains an' insight
that most commen-
tary has missed. It

treats the macroeconomy and
the financial systemasasingle
engine, not two disconnected
silos. High public investment,
now Rs 12.2 lakh crore in capi-
tal expenditure, is designed to
crowd in private capital. That
raises demand for long-term
finance. Meeting it requires
deeper bond markets.

Deeper markets require
functioning market-making
mechanisms that enable insti-
tutions to buy and sell securi-
ties, allowing investorstotrade
them. Market-making, in turn,
requires institutional redesign.
"That chain of causation is what
this Budget begins to con-
struct. It marks India's gradual
shift from reform-by-
announcement to reform-by-
institution-building.

The evidence is in the detail.
For the first time in years, the
Budget addresses not justwho
issues debt but also whether it

NIRUPAMA SUBRAMANIAN ]
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actually trades afterwards. A
new market-making frame-
work for corporate bonds,
accompanied by instruments
thatletinvestors take positions
on bond performance without
holding the bonds, marks a
departure from India's long-
standing focus on issuance
‘while ignoring liquidity.

This is the bond-deepening
step in the chain. The Budget
further extends this by incen-
tivising large municipal bond
issuances to bring city-level
borrowing into the formal cap-
ital market. Success depends
on whether urban local bodies
canmeet the disclosure and fis-
cal standards that credible
bond marlkets d d.

OPED
What the Budget really builds
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RARITY : The Budget addresses not just who issues debt but also whether it actually trades afterwards. ani

Mandating a single digital
platform for all government
purchases from MSMEs, with
the ability to package those

plumbing that
portfolio investors require.
Private markets, however,
priced in a different assess-
ment: Sensex fell over 1,500

receivablesintotradeablesecu-  points on Budget day: foreign
rities, attempts to scale small-  portfolio investors, who with-
business finance into a nation- ~ drew nearly $19 billion from
al system. If it works, MSME  Indian equities in 2025, found
receivables financing volumes  nothing to reverse that trend,
should increase measurably —and Moody's characterised the
within 18 months, ahypothesis ~ Budget as "tactical’ rather than
‘we can test. a'breakthrough."

GIFT City, under construc- The ftrigger was a steep
tionin Gandhinagar, addresses  increase in Securities Transac-
a different link in the chain:  tion Taxonderivatives, with the
where financial risk gets man-  rate on futures more than dou-
aged. Doubling the IFSC tax  bling. GIFT Cityisexempt from
holiday to 20 years, this levy. That dif ial risks
liberalised foreign investment mdmecung specu]auve volume
rules,is a direct bid X Tingit
with Singapore, Dubai and precisely the opposite of what

Hong Kong — and to build

was intended. The institutional

Every Budget
should table an
implementation
report on earlier
initiatives that are
operational, stalled
and whenresults
mightbe expected.

enterprises remain thin, but the
shift from beneficiary to eco-
nomic agent, if sustained,
changes how gender enters
India's growth equation.

It extends to climate, too,
though here the institutional
approach is hardest to see.
There is no single dramatic

to a yield curve that lowers the
cost of borrowing for every pri-
vate firm, is the Budget's most
important contribution. But it
will falter without changes to
the budget process itself.

The Economic Survey offers
rich analytics, yet its relation-
ship to the Budget remains

green allocation and the criti-  opaque, adiagnosticwhose pre-
cism is undelstand.able But it suipﬁuns the Budget neither
is wrong. Climate is tsnor insif
built into the financial system. depamues from.
A Rs 20,000crore CCUS fund  IftheSurveyistobemarethan
decarbonisationinsteel,  anii ise, the Bud-
cement and refining — the  get should engage dmectly wnh
hard-to-abate thatdom-  it.Nori
inate industrial emissions. track what becomes of past
Customs duty exemptions announcements. Every Budget
fornuclear powerimportshave  should table an implementation
ambition is real. The transac-  been extended to 2035, while report on earlier initiatives that
tional signals undercut it. battery storage manufacturing ~ areoperational,stalled andwhen
The same logic of institution-  receives dutyreliefdesignedto  results might be expected. The
building shapes the Budgets lower costs across the solar-  credibility of new commitments
approach to gender: The intro-  plus-storage chain. depends on evidence that old
duction of SHE Marts, commu- An enhanced Rs 22,000 crore  ones are being honoured.
nity-owned retail outlets man-  allocation under PM Surya Ghar Most urgently, the govern-
aged by womens selfhelp accelerates household solar ment needs to rethink how it
group federations,movespolicy  adoption and the restructuring ~ communicates economic poli-
fromcredit-linkedlivelihoodsto  of stateaun entities, PFC and  cy. This year, three primary
enterprise ownership. REC, is designed to improve  documents were released
The She-Mark badge and a  credit flow for lmewahleenerg within days: the 16th Finance
gender budget of d projects. Thisiscli i Cc issi Report, Eco-
ly Rs 5 lakh crore reinforce the  institutional design. It will not nomic Survey and Budget.
direction. India is beginning to  satisfy those for a dedicated A post-Budget press confer-
treat women not as beneficiar-  green budget line, but it may  ence no longer suffices for an

ies but as economic actors
whose participation shapes
aggregate growth.

The architecture remains
incomplete, childeare systems
are weak, and pathways from
selfhelp groups to scalable

prove durable because it works
through the financial system
rather than alongsideit.

I'would argue that this archi-
tectural ambition, building a
chain from public investment
through deeper bond markets

Why Balochistan is turningmore violent

tested accession of Kalat that
led tothe first uprising in 1948
toaslateas the early 2000s, the
Baloch insurgency depended
on low-grade guerrilla hit-and-
run tactics.

Militants would attack gov-
ernment infrastructure, such

leader of the Baloch Libera-
tion Front. Neither man is a
political moderate. Under
their leadership, the Baloch
insurgency has grown more
violent, more ambitious.

The BLA claimed the first
suicide bombing in 2018, in

India that commands the
attention of global market par-
ticipants, academics and poli-
cy commentators. India’s pol-
icy choices reverberate beyond
its borders. A matching dis-
semination effort is needed.

for the Baloch insurgency.
The  30-year-old  Shari
Baloch's act of blowing herself
up outside the Chinese state-
run Confucius Institute, Uni-
versity of Karachi. appears to
have motivated other women,
and men, to join the BLA and
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INDERENDENT JOURNALIST as gas pipelines, power lines which a bus carrying Chinese ~ volunteer for the "Majeed
and electricity transformers, workers in Dalbandin was tar-  brigade", said to be the group's
and scamper into the hills. geted. TheBLA hascarriedout  suicide squad.
N January 31, The insurgent groups were several other attacks targeting A year after Shari, Sumaiya
Baloch fighters  affiliated to some big Baloch Chinese nationals and inter- Qalandrani Baloch blew her-
carried out syn-  tribe, such as Bugti or Marri, ests, including another coordi-  self up on a security convoy in
chronisedattacks  and led by tribal sardars, who nated attack in 2018, a precur-  Turbat. In 2024, a woman car-
across Pakistan's  were part and parcel of the sor to last week's attack. The  ried out a fidayeen attack ona
Balochistan province, killing  Pakistan establishment. 2025 train hijacking, too, was ~ Frontier Corps camp to mark
33 civilians and 17 security per- Akbar Khan Bugti, hunted claimed by the BLA. the 18th anniversary of the
sonnel. The banned Balochis-  down and killed in Balochistan AﬁGR&NETudaYs Ba!och lnsurgems are dlfferentfromMe eamer tribal sardars X/REUTERS Zeband Nazar cameintothe  killing of Akbar Bugti.
tan Liberation Army (BLA)  in 2006 on the orders of Gener- insurgency scene in the time of Experts say if Baloch
owned up to the attacks, the  al PervezMusharraf, then Pak-  richest in terms of resources, sore that could have been socialmedia,whichhashelped women are ready to pick up
biggest that Pakistan hasseen  istan's military ruler, was a  with its deposits of oil and gas, addressed politically. Instead, ~ them address wider audiences  the gun or wear a suicide vest,
et in Balochistan. politician-turned ~ insurgent  minerals and metals, including the military, which has ruled  and attract new recruits. The it is because they have been
The militants hit at least 12 and a former CM of Balochis-  copper and gold, a sample of the country for most of its growth of an urban middle driven to the wall by the Pak-
locations  simultaneously, tan. At the time of his killing, which Field Marshal Asim existence, has opted for an classbeyond the capital Quet- istan state. Last week's
including police stations,mil- he was a member of the Munircarriedtothe UStoshow iron fist, that has only made ta, in southern Balochistan morale-shattering attack by
itary facilities and govern- National Assembly. to President Donald Trump. its challenge in the province  areas around Gwadar, such as  the BLA is a sign of the deter-
ment offices manned by civil- Khair Baksh Marri, sardarof The Baloch people are mar- more difficult than earlier. "Turbat, Panjgur and Khuzdar, ~mination with which the new
jans. At least two women the Marri tribe, who played a  ginal in Pakistan's extractive Today's Baloch insurgency  over the last two decades,isa  generation of Baloch mili-
fighters were involved in the  leadingrole inthe leftistinsur-  relationship with the province. is much more aggressive. Itis  big factor. From these towns tants is taking on the army. It
attacks, one ofthem asuicide  rection against the Pakistani  Until at least the late 2000s, led by people who bear no has risen a new generation of  signals a new turning point
bomber who blew herself up  state inthe 1970s, wasaparlia-  pipelines carried gas from the political or social resemblance  youth, more educated than for the insurgents. The attack
outside an ISToffice at Nush- ~ mentarian when he led the  Suigasfieldstootherprovinces, tothe tribalsardars,wholived  their parents and angrier at is also a not-so-subtle mes-
ki in northwestern Balochis-  revolt. Bugtistudiedin Oxford. ~ butit was unavailable for most in camps on the rugged hills,  their marginalisation and the  sage to the big powers.
tan. The coordinated attacks ~ Both went to Aitchinson Col-  of Balochistan. but were otherwise Baloch —excesses of the military. ‘What next? The track record
appear to have overawed the  lege in Lahore, a pillar of the Since 1993, Pa.knstanhasbeen elites whose politics was not The involvement of women  shows that the army, humiliat-
security forces, who later Pakistaniestablishment. giving out mining leases to for- anti-Pakistan, aimed onlyata  in the insurgency is recent ed by the attack, will punish
claimed that in the fighting The political system had eign companies to prospect at fair arrangement within the  and camewiththe BLAsnew  Baloch people more severely.
that followed, they had killed many open lines to them. Reko Digq for gold and copper federation, with themselves leadership. Even when the The cycle of violence will con-
145 militants. Many leading politicians  In the 2000s, China, which had as the main beneficiaries. conservative tribal sardars tinue. Accusations will be lev-
Pakistan’s Interior Minister ~ counted Bugti and Marri as  been awarded the Gwadar port In contrast, Bashir Zeb,who  controlled insurgency, elled against India, and Delhi
Mohsin Naqvi captured the their friends. Musharraf's  project by the Musharraf gov- has led the BLA since 2018,is ~ women stepped out of their  willreject them, asit did to the
shock and awe of the moment  refusal to negotiate with Bugti ~ ernment, was also granted a . adiploma holder in mechani-  homes to lead civil society latestone.
with his remark that "these on his 14 degnands mcludlf:; lease for mining in the Saindak akistan’s N mlel:;]g'neen'ng Hisfatherisa  proteststodemand theretuxz But if there is one common
werenot normalterrorists."He ~ for and pper-gold mines in Chagai. (‘.\])lﬂimﬁoﬂ ofits doctor and Zeb grew upina  of thousands of men —their  lesson that history offersto the
added the "India hand" allega-  controloveritsresources,wasa  Now, Munir has dangled the IS middle-class home at Nushki, fathers, brothers, husbands region, from Sri Lanka to
tion, which Pakistan has hugemistake Thefifthandthe same cairot before Trump, but k“g@'h[ province has a small town in Balochistan, and sons — who had disap- India's Kashmir and North-
repeated in the last two ongoing Baloch uprising was last week's attack may have b(‘CIl(l f(‘SlL‘I‘iﬂg sore cutting his political teethasa  peared, allegedly by security ~ East to Balochistan, it is this:
decades without evidence. sparked by Bugti's killing. taken the sheen off those shiny member of the Baloch Stu-  forces’ involvement. blaming neighbours may play
a offered none, bu s in ¢ < I e tion-: to al e 'ri t it
Naavi, too, offered none, but ~ Bugti unaddressed  objects n his briefcase. thatcouldhavebeen  dents  Organisation-Azad, ~ Their shift to combatant to domestic galleries, but i
hewas right about one thing. demands were not new. They Pakistan's exploitation of its addressed poli [iC’lxl\' founded by another middle- roles cametothe forewiththe does not make challenges,
The attackers were not 'nor-  had been made by others too.  largest but least populated “ - I G dlass professional, Allah  2022incidentofaBLAwoman  whose geneses lie within, dis-
mal terrorists’. From the con-  Balochistan is the country’s province has been a festering Nazar, a doctor and now the  suicide bomber, another first  appear or easier to overcome.
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After Europe, a
trade deal with the
US is announced,
with significant
tariff reductions

hen Finance Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man presented the economic budget in
Parliament, many export expectations
were based on the free trade agreement
with the 27 countries of the European
Union. The trade agreement with the European Union
was called the 'mother of all deals,' but immediately after-
ward, Prime Minister Narendra Modi's attention shifted
to President Trump, and now a trade agreement between
India and the US has been announced. This success in
Modi's foreign trade policy has given India the best of
both worlds.
On one hand, an agreement with Europe has been rea-
ched, and on the other hand, Donald Trump, in a phone
conversation with Prime Minister Modi, reduced the 25
percent tariff on our country's exports to 18 percent. The
25 percent additional penalty imposed on oil purchases
from Russia was also removed. Trump claims that India
will no longer buy oil from Russia. According to Trump,
India has agreed to buy oil from Venezuela. Trump said
that this would stop the financing of Russia and help end
Russia's war against Ukraine. On Tuesday, the trade
agreement with the US was highly praised in the Indian
Parliament, but it was also made clear that India will buy
oil from wherever it is cheapest and most readily availa-
ble. This means that Russia will still remain in the picture.
Trump praised India and its market of 1.42 billion people
and expressed his affection for the country. It is being
reported that India will reciprocate by reducing its own
tariffs. The extent of the tariff reductions remains to be
seen, but India is hoping to increase its trade with the
US to $500 billion. Experts say that our trade will not
increase so dramatically all at once, but if the situation
remains favorable for India, trade will gradually increase.
India itself has stated that it will reduce oil purchases
from Russia, which Trump has interpreted as a complete
cessation of oil purchases. This is less a victory for India's
diplomacy and more a triumph for the country's massive
consumer market of 1.42 billion people. The immense
demand generated by this population first attracted
Europe, and now it has forced the US, or rather Trump,
to acknowledge this reality.
As far as agriculture is concerned, the opposition in Par-
liament has alleged that this agreement undermines the
interests of farmers because the trade deal with the US
includes provisions for purchasing energy technology,
coal, and other agricultural products. However, it should
be noted that the formal draft of the trade deal is yet to
be finalized. The final form of the trade negotiations will
determine the tariff levels and the decisions of both coun-
tries regarding agricultural products. One thing is certain:
the US will sell agricultural products to India, and India
will buy less oil from Ry i
After announcing this agreement, Modi also spoke of
changing the world order and stated that India now has
both Europe and the US on its side. This can be consi-
dered a victory for India, as Donald Trump has shown
flexibility and considered Indian interests in the trade
agreement. Undoubtedly, this is a favorable situation
for India because it has not lost Russia and has secured
trade agreements with both Europe and the US. This is
a significant step towards the multi-faceted trade system
that Modi advocates.

-Abhishek Vij

Indian Stock Market
Rebounds

The returns on stock markets and mutual funds have
become very sensitive lately. Changes in political and
economic conditions have an immediate impact. When
the US announced a reduction in tariffs for India, the

OPINION

Thursday | 5 February 2026 %C m @imu

Why cafes have become more
than places to drink coffee

afés were once sim-
ple spaces meant
for a quick cup of
tea or coffee. Peo-
ple stopped by
briefly, drank their beverage,
and moved on with their day.
Today, cafés have evolved
into multi-purpose spaces
that serve as informal offices,
social hubs, creative corners,
and places of relaxation. Their
growing popularity reflects
broader changes in how
people work, socialise, and
unwind in modern life.
One of the main reasons cafés
have transformed is flexibility.
Unlike traditional workplaces
or restaurants, cafés do not
impose strict rules on how
long a customer can stay.
People can sit for hours with
a laptop, a book, or even just
their thoughts. Freelancers,
students, and remote workers
often choose cafés as works-
paces because they provide
a balance between structure
and freedom. Reliable internet
access, comfortable seating,
and background noise create
an environment that many
find more productive than
working from home.
The atmosphere of cafés also
plays a key role. Unlike silent
libraries or formal offices,
cafés offer a lively yet relaxed
setting. The sound of conver-
sations, the clinking of cups,
and soft music create a sense
of movement without being
distracting. For many, this
environment sparks creativity
and focus. It allows people to
feel connected to the world
around them while still wor-
king independently.
Cafés have also become
popular meeting places.
Friends gather to catch up,
colleagues discuss ideas, and
families spend quiet moments
together. Casual dates often
unfold over coffee because
cafés feel less formal and
more comfortable than res-
taurants. There is no pressure
to order full meals or leave
quickly, which makes conver-
sations feel more natural. This
accessibility has made cafés
an important part of social
life, especially in urban areas.

The changing meaning
of morning routines

Calfés have also become
popular meeting places.
Friends gather to catch
up, colleagues discuss
ideas, and families
spend quiet moments
together:

Design and aesthetics have
further strengthened the
appeal of cafés. Modern
cafés pay close attention to
lighting, furniture, and lay-
out. Warm lighting, wooden
tables, plants, and cosy sea-
ting arrangements make
spaces inviting. Many cafés
are designed to encourage
people to stay longer, offering

A L L
charging points, comfortable
chairs, and well-spaced tables.
The décor often reflects crea-
tivity and personality, making
each café feel unique.

The rise of specialty bever-
ages has added another
dimension. Coffee and tea
are no longer just drinks;
they have become experien-
ces. Customers now explore
different coffee beans, bre-
wing methods, and flavours.
Menus include options such
as cold brews, handcrafted
lattes, herbal teas, and seaso-
nal drinks. This variety has
turned beverage choices into
a form of personal expre: ;
For some, learning about cof-
fee origins and preparation
methods has become a hobby.
Technology has also shaped
café culture. Digital payment
options make transactions
quick and easy. Social media
has helped cafés reach wider
audiences by showcasing their
interiors, drinks, and ambi-
ence. Many people choose

THOUGHT OF THE DAY

‘ Do not go where the path may lead, go instead where there is no path and leave a trail. ‘
-Ralph Waldo Emerson

or many people, mornings once fol-
lowed a predictable pattern. Wake

cafés based on online recom-
mendations or visual appeal.
Posting photos of coffee cups
and café spaces has become
a common way to share daily
moments.

Beyond work and socialising,
cafés represent a pause in
daily life. In fast-paced cities,
they offer a moment of rest
and reflection. People visit
cafés to read, think, or sim-
ply enjoy being present. This
sense of comfort and familia-
rity provides emotional value
beyond what is served in a
cup.

In many ways, cafés mirror
modern lifestyles. They adapt
to changing work patterns,
social habits, and personal
needs. More than places
to drink coffee, cafés have
become spaces where peo-
ple feel relaxed, productive,
and connected. Their role
in everyday life continues to
grow, making them an essen-
tial part of contemporary
culture.

Why walking is becoming the

most popular exercise

n a world filled with fitness 7
trends, expensive gyms, and - %
complex workout plans, wal-
king is quietly reclaiming its
place as the most popular form

of exercise. Simple, accessible, and

free, walking fits easily into daily rou-

tines, making it appealing to people

of all ages.
One of the biggest reasons for its
popularity is convenience. Walking

requires no special equipment or
training. People can walk in parks, ;2
streets, markets, or even inside )’

large buildings. Unlike other forms
of exercise, it does not demand fixed
schedules or memberships.

Walking is also gentle on the body.
It suits beginners, older adults, and
those recovering from injuries. Unlike
high-impact workouts, walking pla-
ces minimal stress on joints while
still offering health benefits. Regu-
lar walking improves circulation,
strengthens muscles, and supports
heart health.

Mental well-being is another major
benefit. A short walk helps clear the
mind, reduce stress, and improve
mood. Many people use walking time
to reflect, listen to music, or simply
observe their surroundings. This
makes it not just physical activity but
also a mental break.

Urban lifestyles have also influenced

stock market, which had plummeted after the budget
announcement, came back to life. A deal had already
been struck with Europe, and now with the US
announcing reduced tariffs and a trade deal, investor
confidence in the Indian market returned. When the
Union Budget was presented, the stock market had fal-
len by 1.88 percent to 80,722 points. The expectation of
a trade agreement with the US immediately revived the
market.The stock market index rebounded sharply. On
Tuesday, it even showed a gain of 2300 points, reaching
the 84,000 mark. However, the stock market trend was
mostly downward last year, and investors did not see
the spectacular returns they had hoped for. The aver-
age returns were comparable to those of banks, which
had dampened the stock market's appeal, but now the mornings. Without long commutes, many
trade agreements with Burope and the US have given people now wake up later or use extra time
it a new lease on life. On the other hand, the prices of for exercise, reading, or hobbies. For others,
gold and silver fluctuated significantly. While silver fell mornings have become quieter and less rushed,
by Rs. 52,000 and gold by Rs. 12,800 on Monday, on offering space to plan the day ahead.

Tuesday, the price of silver increased by approximately Morning routines are no longer just about
Rs. 17,000 per kilogram and gold by approximately Rs. productivity. Many people focus on mental well-
5,000 per ten grams.However, the situation for these being, choosing calm activities like stretching
precious metals remains one of "neither buy nor sell.” or listening to music. Even simple habits, such
The market will take its direction based on future as drinking water after waking up or taking a
developments. But it should be remembered that as short walk, can create a positive tone for the
business stability increases in countries and cutthroat
competition decreases, the prices of gold and silver
tend to stabilize. In short, the stock market and the
prices of gold and silver have stabilized after the trade
agreements. It will be interesting to see what the final
outcomes will be. It would also be interesting to know
whether the US will allow India to buy all its agricul-
tural products at zero tariff, or will this concession be
only partial? And will India stop buying oil from Russia,
or will it find another way to maintain its diversified

up, brush teeth, have breakfast,

and leave for work or school. Today,

morning routines have evolved into
something far more personal and intentional,
shaped by lifestyle choices, work culture, and
technology.
Social media has played a big role in this shift.
Platforms are filled with videos showing early
workouts, journaling habits, meditation sessi-
ons, and carefully prepared breakfasts. While
not everyone follows these routines strictly,
they have encouraged people to think more
consciously about how they start their day.
Work-from-home culture has also changed

about sedentary habits, people are
finding small ways to stay active. Wal-
king to nearby shops, choosing stairs,
or taking evening strolls has become
part of healthier living.

Walking groups and step-count chal-
lenges have added a social element.
Friends, families, and colleagues
motivate each other to stay con-
sistent. This sense of shared effort
makes walking enjoyable rather than
a chore.

Ultimately, walking proves that fit-
ness does not need to be complicated.
Small steps taken regularly can lead
to long-term health benefits, making
walking a sustainable habit for every-

ay.
However, there is no universal formula. What
works for one person may not work for ano-
ther. Some prefer slow mornings, while others
feel energised by a packed schedule. The key is
consistency rather than complexity.

Ultimately, modern morning routines reflect a
desire for balance. In a fast-moving world, how
people begin their day has become a small but
meaningful way to regain control over time and

sources of oil supply? well-being. this trend. With rising awareness day life.
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Safeguarding the Rural Backbone: The Truth
About Agriculture in the India-US Dea

Sheena Sandhu
Aretired civil servant

he recent announce-
ment of an interim
India-US trade deal
has sparked under-
standable anxiety
among Indian farmers, fueled
largely by a tweet from US
Agriculture Secretary Bruuke

she declared that the dgxeement
would “export more Ameri
farm products to India’s mass

market, lifting prices, and pum-
ping cash into rural America,”
while noting the reduction of
the US agricultural trade deficit
with India. Farmer organisa-
tions, including the Samyukta
Kisan Morcha, voiced fears of

n

subsidised US produce flood-
ing Indian markets, potentially
devastating domestic livelihoods
in agriculture and dairy. Oppo-
sition parties echoed thes
rns in Parliament, deman-
ty on whether India
had dgleed to zero tariffs on US
agricultural imports.
Such apprehensions are not
unfounded in a sector where
protection has long been a
political red line. India’s far-
mers have historically resisted
market-opening measures in
trade pacts, from the WTO to
bilateral deals, wary of unfair
competition from heavily sub-
sidised producers abroad. Yet
Commerce and Industry Minis-
ter Piyush Goyal's statements
in the Lok Sabha on February
4, 2026, offer a clear and reas-
suring counter-narrative.Goyal
told the House that “India’s
sensitive sectors of agriculture
and dairy have been protected”
and “excluded” from concessi-
ons that could disrupt domestic
markets. He emphasised that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi

“has never allowed their inte-
rests to be compromised” and
that “adequate safeguards are

There is no blanket
commitment to
zero tarifls on US
agricultural exports
across the board. Any
tariff reductions appear
limited to non-sensitive
categories, with
explicit exclusions for
vulnerable segments.

agriculture, India’s sensitivity
has been taken care of” Union
Agriculture Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan reinforced this
in Parliament, confirming pro-
tections for agriculture and
dairy.These assurances are
not mere rhetoric. The deal,
finalised after nearly a year of
negotiations, reflects India’s
consistent stance: core agricul-
tural staples, dairy products,
and other sensitive items remain
ring-fenced. While the US side
has highlighted gains for its
farmers—Rollins’ tweet was
framed in “America First” terms,
projecting henefits for rural US
communities—Indian negotia-
tors have prioritised safeguards.
There is no blanket commitment
to zero tariffs on US agricultural
exports across the board. Any
tariff reductions appear limited
to non-sensitive categories, with

built in to protect these sectors
from unfair competition.” In
response to Opposition protests
and queries, he reiterated that
“in the sector of fertiliser and

explicit exclusions for vulnerable
segments. The joint statement,
expected soon, will provide final
contours, but Goyal’s parliamen-
tary intervention has already
clarified that farmers’ interests

were non-negotiable,

The deal’s broader architecture
supports this position. India has
secured a reduction in US tariffs
on its exports from as high as 50
per cent to 18 per cent—lower
than rates applied to several
competitor nations. This will
boost labour-intensive sectors
such as textiles, apparel, leather,
gems and jewellery, engineering
goods, and seafood, creating jobs
and enhancing export competi-
tiveness, These gains align with
Atmanirbhar Bharat and Vik-
sit Bharat goals, strengthening
MSMEs and rural economies
without undermining agricul-
ture. Access to US technology
in Al, semiconductors, critical
minerals, and data centres could
also aid precision farming and
value addition in agri-processing
over time.Critics may argue tl'mt
any opening, even selective,
indirect pressure. Yet India’s
negotiating record shows res-
ilience: and agriculture
have been shielded in past talks,
and the current pact appears to
follow suit. The US tweet, while

celebratory from Washington’s
perspective, does not override
India’s red lines. It reflects
domestic political messaging in
the US, not the agreed terms.
Farmers deserve transparency,
not alarmism. The government
must follow up with detailed
briefings on the deal text once
finalised, perhaps through
consultations with farmer
unions. But the evidence so
far—Goyal's direct assurances
in Parliamentsuggests this is
not a sell-out but a balanced
agreement that protects the
rural backbone while opening
doors for growth.Indian agri-
culture faces real challenges:
climate change, input costs,
market volatility, and the need
for modernisation. A calibra-
ted trade engagement that
safeguards livelihoods while
attracting investment can help
address these, provided protec-
tions remain ironclad. For now,
the fears stirred by one tweet
should not overshadow the
facts: India’s farmers remain
secure.

How everyday technology
has simplified daily life

echnology is often
discussed in com-
plex terms, with
conversations focu-
sing on artificial
intelligence, automation, or
future innovations. However, its
most noticeable and meaningful
impact can be seen in everyday
tasks. Simple digital tools have
quietly transformed how people
manage their daily lives, makmg
routine activities faster, easier,
and more efficient.
One of the clearest examples is
digital payments. Carrying large
amounts of cash is no longer
necessary for most daily trans-
actions. Mobile payment apps
and digital wallets allow people to
pay for groceries, transport, and
services with just a few taps on
their phones. This convenience
saves time, reduces the risk of
losing money, and maks
tions smoother, especiz
urban areas. Even small vendors
increasingly accept digital pay-
ments, reflecting how deeply this
technology has become embed-
ded in daily life.
Shopping for daily essentials
has also changed significantly.
Grocery and delivery apps allow
people to order food, household
items, and other necessities from
their homes. This is especially
helpful for working individuals,
elderly people, and those with
limited mobility. Instead of spen-
ding hours travelling to markets
and standing in queues, people
can place orders in minutes.
These apps also help users com-
pare prices, track spending, and
plan purchases more effectively.

The quiet joy of reading in
the digital age

Navigation Ledm()l()gv has
plified travel. Map and navigation
apps help people reach destinati-
ons without confusion. Real-time
traffic updates allow drivers to
avoid congested routes, saving
fuel and time. For those using
public transport, route informa-
tion and arrival updates reduce
uncertainty. Whether travelling
within a city or exploring new
places, navigation apps provide
confidence and convenience.
Communication is another area
where everyday technology has
made a significant difference.
Video ¢ allow families and
friends to stay connected across
cities and countries. Special
occasions, meetings, and casual
conversations can now take
place despite physical distance.
Messaging apps provide instant
communication, replacing long
phone calls and delayed letters.
Group chats help people stay con-
nected with friends, colleagues,
and family members simultane-
ously.

Work routines have also become
more flexible due to simple digi-
tal tools. Emails, cloud storage,
and collaboration platforms
allow people to work from diffe-
rent locations. Tasks that once
required physical presence can
now be completed remotely, This

flexibility has helped many peo-
ple balance work and personal
life more effectively.

Smart home devices have added
another layer of convenience.
Simple tools such as voice
assistants, smart speakers, and
automated lights handle small
everyday tasks. Setting remin-
ders, playing music, checking
the weather, or controlling appli-
ances can be done with minimal
effort. While these devices are
not essential, they add comfort
and save time in daily routines.
Despite these benefits, balance
remains important. Over-depen-
dence on technology can reduce
face-to-face interactions and
increase screen fatigue. Many
people now consciously limit
screen time, especially during
family moments or personal
downtime. Taking breaks from
devices helps maintain men-
tal well-being and encourages
meaningful human connection.
Everyday technology works best
when it supports life quietly
rather than dominating it. When
used thoughtfully, it simplifies
routines, improves communica-

tion, and saves time. Instead of

replacing human effort entirely, it
assists people in managing daily
responsibilities more efficiently.
As technology continues to
evolve, its role in everyday life
will likely expand further. The
key lies in using it wisely, ensu-
ring that convenience enhances
rather than overwhelms daily
living, When balanced well, sim-
ple digital tools make modern life
smoother, more manageable, and
more connected.

espite the dominance of
sereens, reading continues
to hold a special place in
daily life. While formats
have changed, the habit of
reading remains a source of comfort,
knowledge, and escape for many peo-
ple.
Books offer something unique. They
allow readers to slow down and focus
on a single narrative or idea. In a fast-
paced digital environment, this sense
of immersion feels refreshing. Reading
encourages imagination and deep thin-
king without constant notifications.
Digital formats have expanded access.
E-books and audiobooks make reading
possible anytime and anywhere. Peo-
ple can read during commutes, before
sleeping, or while waiting in queues.
This flexibility has helped revive rea-
ding habits among busy individuals.
Reading also supports learning beyond

formal education. Non-fiction books
help readers understand new topics,
while fiction improves empathy by
presenting diverse perspectives. Many
readers credit books for shaping their
thinking and creativity.

Libraries and bookstores remain
relevant as community spaces. They
host discussions, readings, and quiet
corners for reflection. Even in cities,
these spaces offer calm away from daily
noise.

Parents and educators continue to
encourage reading among children.
Storybooks play a key role in language
development and curiosity. Reading
together strengthens bonds and crea-
tes lasting memories.

In the digital age, reading may look
different, but its value remains unchan-
ged. Whether on paper or screen,
reading continues to be a meaningful
part of everyday life.

The growing popularity of weekend hobbies

eekends were once
reserved mainly for
rest after long and
tiring workweeks.
many peo-
ple, Saturdays and Sundays meant
sleeping longer, catching up on house-
hold chores, or simply doing nothing.
T )day weekends have taken on a new
meanmg More and more people are
time to explore hobbies
and personal interests. From gar-
dening and photography to cooking
and cycling, weekend activities have
become an important part of modern
lifestyles.One major reason behind this
change is the search for balance. Long
working hours and busy schedules
often leave little time during weekdays
for personal interests. By the time the
workday ends, people feel tired and
mentally drained. Weekends offer
freedom from deadlines and pressure,
allowing individuals to focus on activi-
ties that bring enjoyment rather than
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feeling refreshed.
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obligation. Engaging in hobbies helps
people recharge and return to work

Hobbies also provide a welcome break
from screens. While digital enter-

tainment such as social media and | @
streaming platforms is popular, con-  *
stant sereen time can feel exhausting.
Many people now prefer hands-on acti-
vities during weekends. Cooking a new
dish, painting, gardening, or going for
a long cycle ride allows them to dis-
t from digital devices. These
ties help reduce stress and create
a sense of accomplishment that scrol-
ling on a phone often does not provide.  so
Another reason weekend hobbies are
growing in popularity is social con-
nection. Group activities such as book
clubs, fitness classes, dance sessions,
or music groups bring people together.
These shared interests help build
friendships outside of professional
environments. Unlike workplace relati-
onships, hobby-based connections are

al bonds.

ol

relaxed and informal. They allow peo-
ple to interact freely, share ideas, and
learn from one another, strengthening

Weekend hobbies also offer an opportu-
nity for learning and skill development.
Many penplo enjoy using their free
time to improve existing skills or disco-
ver new ones. Photography enthusiasts
learn about lighting and composition,
while gardeners experiment with dif-
ferent plants. Cooking enthusiasts
try new cuisines and techniques. This

and hoosts confidence.In some ¢z
hobbies even turn into side pr

While not everyone aim:

be difficult to express
self-expression reduce:

o o
epaper.thesaveratimes.in

learning process keeps the mind active
es, weekend activities. Cooking together,
ects
or small businesses. Activities like
baking, crafting, photography, or con-
tent creation often start as weekend
interests. Over time, people realise
their skills have value beyond personal
enjoyment. Selling handmade items,
offering services, or sharing content
online adds purpose and motivation.
monetise
their hobbies, the possibility itself
encourages creativity and dedication.
Hobbies also play an important role in
mental well-being. They offer an emo-
tional outlet where people can express
themselves freely. Painting, writing,
music, or gardening allows individu-
als to communicate teelmgs that may
words. This
ress and pro-
motes emotional balance. Many people
find that engaging in hobbies improves
their mood and overall outlook on life.

Family life also benefits from shared

playing outdoor games, or working
on small projects helps strengthen
family bonds. Children who grow up
ating in hobbies learn patience,
creativity, and teamwork. These sha-
red moments create memories that
last longer than passive forms of
entertainment. Importantly, weekend
hobbies remind people that life is not
only about work or responsibilities.
They bring joy, curiosity, and relaxa-
tion into daily routines. Even simple
activities, such as reading a book or
taking evening walks, add meaning to
weekends.

In a fast-paced world, weekend hob-
bies offer balance and fulfilment. They
allow people to slow down, explore
interests, and reconnect with them-
selves and others. As modern lifestyles
continue to evolve, the role of hobbies
in improving overall well-being is beco-
ming more important than ever.
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BITS death probes:
Don’t make it just a
matter of formality

final note left behind by 20-year-old BITS Pilani student,

Vaishnavi, to her parents before she took the drastic step

of committing suicide earlier this week touched an emo-

tional chord and reflected a sense of “tiredness”. That she

as extremely apologetic towards the decision to end her

life with the repeated usage of words “sorry, sorry, sorry” reveals that

she took the dreadful step out of “mental fatigue”. The investigating

team will have to dig deeper to find the source of the “tiredness” and

connect the dots. The BITS management, which has kept a stoic si-

lence, must explain whether it addressed her “state of mind” at any
point.

On Wednesday, Chief Minister Pramod Sawant informed that au-
thorities have been asked to conduct a thorough investigation into
the death of this third-year Electronics and Communication Engi-
neering student at the campus. A detailed inquiry has been ordered,
and strict action will be taken if needed, said the CM. The question is,
what have earlier inquiries yielded, and what action has been taken?
And what is the point of such investigations if cases are repeated — 6
deaths in 13 months?

We understand that BITS Pilani does not come directly under the
jurisdiction of the State government, but when a crime occurs, the
State has a significant role to play. Having said that, investigations
have not helped address the issue at hand, bringing into focus the
lack of transparency and sincerity.

For example, the death of the s5th student, Rishi Nair, suspected
to have succumbed to a “drug overdose”,
prompted the government to institute

m;gtl;:::?::yed an inquiry. The medical reports detect-
minimal transparency ed a “cocktail” of drugs in the system of
fosters a toxic the deceased student. Up till now, there
environment where is no clarity about the report. Such hesi-
students’ lives are tancy and delays in releasing findings do
seemingly expendable  not bode well for course-corrective meas-

ures. It only helps those who live in denial
of wrongdoing, mainly the institute, which fears its goodwill getting
tarnished. The delay in concluding probes raises questions about
whether institutional and governmental apathy continue to impede
timely action.

This time, however, the South Goa Collector was prompt enough
to address the situation by spelling out the safeguards put in place
by the institute. What is not revealed is whether these mechanisms
were ever tested by authorities. Does the Collector have details of
how many students availed counselling on their own, and how many
called in the helpline? Accepting the institute’s version is the easiest
way out. The job of the authorities is to understand the fault lines.

Another glaring discrepancy is the fact that the forensic expert
who interacted with the families of the deceased students, Dr Mad-
hu Ghodkirekar, has been sidelined from the inquiries despite his di-
rect involvement in understanding the circumstances of these deaths.
What was the idea behind keeping Dr Ghodkirekar out, when he had
first-hand information about the cases at hand? When an investiga-
tion ignores expert opinions, the credibility of that probe is in ques-
tion.

The pattern of delayed investigations and minimal transparency
fosters a toxic environment where students’ lives are seemingly ex-
pendable. Do not institute probes to douse backlash from people
and the political class. If at all a probe is announced, ensure that the
findings are out in the public domain and that accountability is fixed.
These inquiries have set nothing right. It is high time authorities stop
paying lip service to student deaths and start prioritising prevention.

Make ministers accountable
for hill cutting violations

T‘\e High Court summoned the Deputy Town planner Jaidev Aldonkar and
Deputy collector of Bardez taluka to appear before court. This is with re-
gards to the stern observation of “imminent danger of collapse™ due to
rampant hill-cutting violati It is common that such type of vi-
olations can’t happen in Goa without political influence/pressure to break the
law. Can I request the high court to please make the concerned minister(s) also
party to such serious violations and issue summons to them; even via suo moto
action if required? Goa's highly corrupt ruling ministers appear to be above the
law and this is the sole reason for so much corruption, illegalities and massive
destruction of the environment (including hill cutting). In Goa, the main people
whoare ible like the Goa senior mini: are never held accountable by
the justice system and this needs to change sooner than later.

ARWIN MESQUITA, (olva
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Konkani journalism: Awaiting solutions

The Konkani press faces a shrinking readership base. This is happening
also due to competition from English, and Marathi faces the same as well

Frederick
Noronha, besides
writing, also
publishes books

FREDERICK NORONHA

tonnes of material related to Goa's

past is stored in the printed word
of the yesteryear. It is waiting to be read,
studied and understood. But the skills to
read it are limited, almost non-existent.

This is true about much of Goa’s books,
magazines and newspapers. In general,
we suffer from a lack of enough scholars,
journalists, or students, who are interest-
ed in such issues, and willing to spend
time on them. Go to any library, includ-
ing major ones like the Central Library at
Patto and Navelim’s, and the empty spac-
es tell you a story.

This is generally true of smaller lan-
guages, which have fallen into disuse,
or have lesser official support on the
whole. This is definitely the situation
in the world of Konkani (both Romi and
Nagari); it's true of languages like Por-
tuguese in Goa, or scripts like Modi (in
which our history was once written).

Goa marked Konkani journalism day
on February 2 (Monday, this week). It
marks the day on which the first Konkani
newspaper, Udentechem Sallok, or The
Lotus of the East, was published in Poo-
na (now Pune). That was way back in the
year 1889.

Eduardo José Bruno de Souza, mostly
forgotten in history texts today, launched
apublication rather early in the day. The
first Indian-languages newspapers ap-
peared some decades earlier (the Benga-
1i weekly Samachar Darpan in 1818, and
the Gujarati Bombay Samachar in 1822).

Samachar Darpan was in fact pub-
lished by the Serampore Mission Press
(run by William Carey, Joshua Marshman
and William Ward). It is considered the
first Bengali paper but was a missionary
initiative which also developed vernacu-
lar literacy. The Bombay Samarchar was,
on the other hand, published in Gujara-
ti by a Parsi-owned enterprise. This re-
flects that community’s mercantile and
cosmopolitan orientation.

Yet, tiny Konkani’s own journalism
was pioneering enough to come out with-
in the first century of vernacular press
history in India. Not bad atall.

At Monday's function in Margao,
which was available live on YouTube too
thanks to a video capture by Cicero, there
were the usual concerns voiced. Pres-
sures faced by the Konkani press. Lack
of journalists with language skills (both

Thexe is a major conundrum here:

Whereis
Konkani in
the world of
websites,
mobile apps,
social media,
podcasts? No
doubt it’s do-
ing extremely
wellin music,
films and video
(entertainment
. and news)

Konkani and Marathi too). Online me-
dia cannibalising print. Limited gov-
ernment support...

The importance of journalism in
this language--or any language, for
that matter--cannot be emphasised too
much,

For one, it opens knowledge to wid-
er segments of the people, who find it
easier to read in a language (and script)
of their choice. Secondly, the language
has so much of Goa’s past already en-
coded in it; jettisoning that would be a
huge loss.

Thirdly, linguistic diversity is impor-
tant in itself. It preserves people’s cul-
tural identity. Diversity promotes cog-
nitive and social richness and allows
knowledge, perspectives and heritage
to stay accessible across different com-
munities.

Once we accept that, we are unlikely
to play favourites between languages.
Oractas ifit's alright if part of our body
dies, and as if we can continue living
without it.

Konkani journalism had an ear-
ly start and speedy spread especially
among expat communities. But it was
not just in the Poonas and the Bombays
that it spread; even Goa had its early
starters, Of these, publications like the
century-old Rotti and the getting-there

English, and Marathi faces the same as
well. Then there’s financial fragility; a
limited number of publications; a script
divide; and its limited digital presence.

As if this was not enough, there's
also the dependence on official patron-
age, an aging readership, shortage of
trained journalists, distribution con-
straints, and cultural marginalisation.
Konkani can expect little support from
growing tourism, recent settlers and
even from most expat Goans.

So what could be the way forward?

It is anyone’s guess as to where solu-
tions could lie. At the Margao meeting,
some suggested the need for a digital
transformation. Where is Konkani in
the world of websites, mobile apps, so-
cial media, podcasts? No doubt it’s do-
ing extremely well in music, films and
video (entertainment and news). But
clearly, there’s a huge gap between the
seniors who have the language skills,
and young people who know tech.

Jc ism courses and i i
in Konkani reporting and editing could
make a big difference to the field. Mul-
timedia storytelling skills are needed as
well.

Goa needs more translations too;
Konkani could surely gain from this.
Content can go beyond mainly a
news-and-politics diet, and move into
culture, literature, science and more.

ho Ixtt still get
to this day.

But, since its fairly early birth and
credible growth, it has faced major
challenges over the last few decades.
More papers were born in the diaspora.
Konkani journalism saw some growth
between the 1960s and the 1980s in Goa
itself.

Some see the Sunaparant era (1987-
2015) as the peak period. The Suna-
parant came soon after Konkani be-
came the official language of Goa (but
only after the demise of the idealistic
Novem Goem, set up via an early model
of crowd-funding and padyatra or foot-
march throughout Goa).

Today, the Konkani press faces a
shrinking readership base. This is hap-
pening also due to competition from

Easier said than done, agreed.

Konkani can only gain from accept-
ing both Nagari and Romi in Goa, and
not seeking to exclude the latter. It's
time for us to accept that we are a lin-
guistically-diverse society.

Most important could be to build
community engagement.  Konkani
journalism needs sustainable models
for growth. How do we convince more
people to subscribe and read Konkani
publications in today's day and age?
Let's not throw up our hands, thinking
that all is lost.

This is no doubt a tough battle. But
sometimes, solutions can come up
when we least expect them. Let's keep
fingers crossed, and a mind opened for
any potential solution that could work.
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Another student’s death
tamnishes State’s image

Another BITS Pilani, Sancoale Goa
campus female student was found

dead in hostel. This is the sixth death
on the institute’s campus in the past

15 months. The tragic discovery of yet
another student death is a damning
indictment of the total collapse of stu-
dent safety, mental health governance,
and administrative responsibility. The
spate of deaths at one of India’s premier
private engineering institutions has
sparked fresh concern among students,
families and policymakers about aca-
demic pressure and student well-being.
During the recent Legislative Assembly
winter session, Chief Minister Pramod
Sawant had acknowledged that previous
suicides on the campus were linked to
exam stress, although a definitive cause
for each death remains under investiga-
tion. There must be immediate external
mental health and student safety audit
by independent experts. Thisis the first
recorded case of a suicide by a woman
student at the campus. InaJuly 2025
judgement, the Court mandated uniform
mental health palicies, proper counsel-
lor student ratios, staff training, referral
systems, etc. Unless there is a water
tight system to scan students and have
mental conditioning camps consistently,
the SCs directives will remain on only
paper.

KG VILOP, Chorao

Locals must not fall prey
to fraudulent schemes

The Office of the Registrar of Coopera-
tive Societies has recently announced
the withdrawal and cancellation, with
immediate effect, of the permission and
No Objection Certificate (NOC) granted to
Tirumala Tirupati Multistate Co-operative
Credit Society Ltd. to operate and open

Rethinking education and career pressures

The recent student suicide in BITS Pilani is a stark reminder of
the pressure-filled lives ouryouth lead. The education system,
designed as a filter due to India’s overpopulation and skewed
job market, is taking a toll on students. The societal stigma
around certain jobs and the huge salary disparities drive stu-
dents and parents towards high-paying fields, often disregard-
ing individual interests. This leads to mismatched careers, with
graduates working in unrelated fields (e.g., chemistry graduates
in banks, mechanical engineers in IT). To address this, we need
to revamp higher education, ensure minimum wages across
professions, introduce mainstream courses for blue-collar jobs,
and counsel parents to let their children choose careers freely.
Counseling alone can’t solve this, systemic changes are needed.

ALWYN FERNANDES, Benaulim

13 branches within Goa. This decision
follows concerns raised by the govern-
ment of Goa over non-compliance and
suspicious activities. Despite this, Goan
agents continue to go door-to-door
assuring people that their money will
double with the highest interest rates.
Failure on the part of the society to sub-
mit proper documents and cooperate
with government formalities raises red

to exploit Goans’ greed for quick money,

flags. It seems to be a deceptive attempt A‘
| <

which could lead to a major financial
shock in the near future. We urge all citi-
zens not to fall into the traps set by such

agents and to exercise extreme caution

before investing their hard-earmed Send your
money. letters to us
RONNIEDSOUZA, Chardor ateditor@
e, thegoan.net.
Public toilets in markets Letters must
are sanitation necessity bE:dso-zt:jo
Public toilets in village markets are wol S an
essential from a sanitation and public mention the
health point of view. Village markets writer's name
are visited daily by vendors, customers, and location

elderly people, women, and children, yet
most of them lack basic toilet facilities
even in today's modern era. The absence
of public toilets causes inconvenience,
unhygienic conditions, and open
defecation, which negatively affects
public health and cleanliness. A Sulabh
Shauchalay is a practical and eco-friendly
solution. Such toilets, often managed

by Sulabh International, are low-cost

and suitable for rural areas. Everyvillage
panchayat should take responsibility by
identifying suitable land and proposing
public toilet facilities to the govemment
or concemed institutions.

RAJESH BANAULIKAR, Apora

Lady police on beaches
could deter harassment

Avideo showing an Indian tourist repeat-
edly approaching and attempting to inter-
act with foreign women on a Goan beach
has gone viral on social media triggering
widespread outrage among tourists and
locals. In recent times the harassment of
foreign female tourists on Goan beaches
continues to marits reputation as a top
tourist destination. A disturbing trend

has emerged where some local tourists,
upon encountering foreign women, often
dressed in swimsuits and alone, engage
in inappropriate and intrusive behav-

iour. This includes asking for photos and
videos, touching them without consent, or
making unsolicited advances. Section 354
of IPC punishes anyone who assaults or
uses criminal force against a woman with
the intent to outrage her modesty. Pres-
ence of a sizable number of lady police
personnel on the beaches will ensure that
women tourists feel safe. By deploying
CCTV cameras on beaches and encour-
aging tourists to report incidents through
dedicated mobile apps or hotlines, Goa
can create a more efficient mechanism for
tracking and preventing harassment.

ADELMO FERNANDES, Vasco
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Landmark verdict on
menstrual hygiene

enstrual health is a much-neglected sub-
ject in India. From superstitions that keep
women away from the kitchen or places
of worship to the traditions that restrict
them to the household, the menstrual period is still a
taboo subject. Myths and taboos surrounding men-
struation need to be demolished, and a scientific tem-
per has to be developed, without which no govern-
ment scheme or efforts of health workers and social
organisations will succeed. The Supreme Court’s re-
cent ruling recognising access to menstrual hygiene as
a fundamental right under Article 21 is a landmark de-
velopment. The verdict is a long-overdue affirmation
that dignity, health and equality are indivisible. By di-
recting States to provide free, biodegradable sanitary
pads in schools and set up menstrual hygiene corners
stocked with pads and innerwear, the apex court has
pushed menstrual health out of the shadows of stigma
and into the realm of enforceable rights. Lack of access
to menstrual health facilities in schools and colleges
violates the bodily autonomy of girl children and hin-
ders menstruating girls from exercising their right to
education with dignity equal to their male counter-
parts. Citing Article 15(3) of the
Constitution, which provides for
special measures for women and
children because of their “vulner-
ability”, the apex court mandated
compliance within three months.
Such a directive is especially wel-
come in a nation where menstrual
health is subjected to prejudice.
The emphasis on schools is criti-
cal. Adolescence is when men-
strual stigma bites hardest and
when the absence of facilities can derail education.

It is estimated that 23 million girls drop out of school
annually on account of poor menstruation manage-
ment facilities. By framing menstrual health as intrin-
sic to the right to life and personal dignity, the court
has reframed the debate. Hopefully, the apex court’s
directive would lead to an improvement in menstrual
infrastructure in educational institutions. While the
National Family Health Survey (NFHS)-5 data indicate
that the percentage of women aged 15-24 years using
hygienic methods during their menstrual cycles has
increased to 77.3% from 57.6% in NFHS-4, it still leaves
about a fourth of all women of eligible age in the coun-
try without such support. In recent times, there have
been some positive policy interventions in this regard.
For instance, Karnataka has become the first State in
the country to grant a day of paid menstrual leave each
month to women employees in the public and private
sectors. Over 60,000 cervical cancer deaths are re-
ported in India every year, mostly due to poor men-
strual hygiene. A series of surveys by the Health Min-
istry revealed that low awareness and poor menstrual
hygiene management are responsible for several pre-
ventable diseases. Many women are ashamed even to
seek medical advice if they face any health problems
due to menstruation. It is still a taboo, and women
fight many stigmas because menstruation is one more

! way of perpetuating gender discrimination.

The SC
verdictis a
long-overdue
affirmation

that dignity,
health and
equality are
indivisible

VIEWPOINT

HYDERABAD, Thursday, February 5, 2026

6 The trade deal Inother States, 22N We are ready to
with US is documents like continue the closest
shrouded in opacity domicile certificate, e coordination both
and President Trump family register card are Y bilaterally and within all
has made tall claims on allowed... they are only | ,;i . multilateral structures
commitments made by targeting Bengal on the where the
India. This has raised eve of elections. Their Russian-Chinese
fundamental questions SIR process is only tandem plays
beyond trade for deletion akeyrole ,,
ANAND SHARMA MAMATA BANERJEE VLADIMIR PUTIN
Senior Congress leader West Bengal Chief Minister Russian President

When efficiency
becomes a liability

When Telangana
improves its per
capita income and
demographic
indicators, its reward
is a reduced share in
central taxes

VIDYASAGAR REDDY KETHIRI

he dust has settled on the

Union Budget 2026-27, but in

Hyderabad, the air remains

thick with a sense of déja vu.
As the 16th Finance Commission (FC)
recommendations come into effect
from April 2026, the numbers tell a
story not of “cooperative federalism”
but of a deepening fiscal divide. For
Telangana, the narrative has shifted
from the excitement of a newly formed
State to the frustration of an economic
powerhouse being quietly penalised
for its own efficiency.

The Arithmetic of Injustice

The most visible disparity lies in the tax
devolution formula recommended by
successive Finance Commissions.
Under the 14th Finance C issi

Share in Central Tax Devolution ©)
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Reports; 16th FC Interim Report, Feb 2026).

should be distributed among the States.
The 15th Finance Commission adopted
the following criteria for horizontal de-
volution: Income Distance, Population
(2011 Census), Area, Forest & Ecology,
Demographic Performance, and Tax
Effort. The overwhelming dominance
of Income Distance (45%) lies at the
heart of Telangana's disadvantage. (See
infographics)

Income Distance Formula

Income Distance measures the gap be-
tween a State's per capita income and
that of the poorest State. The larger the
gap, the more a State is deemed to
“need” central support. While this
principle aims at equity, its unintended
consequence is to punish States that
successfully raise incomes and stabilise
population growth.

States such as Telangana, Tamil
Nadu, Karnataka and Maharashtra that
invested early in industry, I'T, pharma-
ceuticals and infrastructure are classi-
fied as fiscally “less deserving”, even
though they contribute disproportion-
ately to central tax revenues. Thus,

(2015-20), Telangana’s share in the di-
visible pool of central taxes stood at
2.43%. This was reduced to 2.10% under
the 15th Finance Commission (2021-26).
The much-anticipated 16th Finance
Commission interim report, tabled on
February 1, 2026, offers only a marginal
increase of about 0,07%, raising Telan-
gana’s share to approximately 2.17%.

In contrast, Gujarat — a State with a
broadly similar industrial profile — en-
joys a significantly higher share of
about 3.48%. While Gujarat is un-
doubtedly a growth engine, the diver-
gence in treatment suggests that Telan-
gana is being subjected to what
economists increasingly describe as a
“success penalty”.

How Tax Devolution is Decided

Under Article 280 of the Constitution,
the Finance Commission recommends
how the divisible pool of central taxes

when Tel; improves its per capita
income and demographic indicators, its
reward is a reduced share in central
taxes. This creates a perverse incentive
structure: performance is penalised,
while stagnation is rewarded. Such an
approach contradicts the spirit of coop-
erative federalism, which was meant to
balance equity with efficiency.

GIFT City Vs Scrapped ITIR
The bias is not confined to routine
transfers. It is more evident in the allo-
cation of central-sector mega projects
that determine a State’s long-term eco-
nomic future. Hyderabad was prom-
ised the Information Technology In-
vestment Region (ITIR) in 2013 —a
project projected to attract Rs 2.19 lakh
crore in investment and generate
nearly 15 lakh jobs. The Centre later
scrapped ITIR citing “policy changes”.
At the same time, massive public re-
sources were channelled into Gujarat’s

GIFT City and into semiconductor
clusters at Dholera and Sanand through
generous subsidies and Production-
Linked Incentive (PLI) schemes. Even
the Union Budget 2026-27 reinforces
this asymmetry.

The newly announced “Biopharma
Shakti” scheme with an outlay of Rs
10,000 crore makes no reference to
Telangana, despite Hyderabad’s
Genome Valley producing nearly one-
third of the world’s vaccines and host-
ing India’s largest life-sciences ecosys-
tem. According to DPIIT investment
intention data (2025-26), Telangana ac-
counts for nearly 10% of India's total
proposed investments. Ignoring such a
State in flagship industrial schemes is
not merely a political oversight; it is
economic self-harm.

The Off-Budget Stranglehold
Perhaps the most d: ing injustice

Regional Ring Road (RRR) and Hyder-
abad Metro Phase I1 — both of which
found no mention in the February 2026
Budget speech. Forced to self-finance
projects that other States receive as
central grants, Telangana’s debt is pro-
jected to exceed Rs 5 lakh crore by
2026. This is not a story of fiscal indis-
cipline; it is the direct outcome of sys-
tematic denial of central support.

Growth without Reward
Telangana’s real Gross State Domestic
Product (GSDP) growth rate for FY
2024-25 is estimated at about 5.8%
(Ministry of Statistics and Programme
1 ion provisional esti
and Telangana Economic Survey 2025~
26).1ts per capita income has risen
faster than the national average over
the past decade. These achievements
are national assets, not regional incon-
i Penalising high-performing

lies in the Centre’s treatment of State
borrowing. After the Centre ignored
NITI Aayog's recommendation to
grant Telangana Rs 24,000 crore for
Mission Bhagiratha, the State had no
choice but to borrow heavily to fund
drinking water and irrigation projects
such as Kaleshwaram. These were not
populist schemes but core infrastruc-
ture investments.

Subsequently, the Centre retroac-
tively included borrowings of state-run
corporations within Telangana’s Net
Borrowing Ceiling (NBC). This “off-
budget correction” sharply reduced the
State’s fiscal space and crippled its abil-
ity to finance infrastructure such as the

After Centre rejected NITI
Aayog’s recommendation of
Rs 24,000 cr, TG borrowed
to support projects like
Kaleshwaram — that were
not populist schemes but
critical infra investments

States weakens national productivity
and breeds long-term resentment.

A Call for Real Federalism

The cumulative impact of reduced tax
devolution, cancellation of job-generat-
ing projects, denial of strategic indus-
trial schemes and tight borrowing con-
trols reveals a troubling pattern. Fiscal
federalism is no longer neutral; it is se-
lective. If the 16th Finance Commission
does not move towards a formula that
gives greater weight to GSDP contribu-
tion and fiscal effort — and reduces ex-
cessive reliance on population and in-
come distance — the “Telangana
model” of self-funded development
will soon hit a centrally imposed ceil-
ing. As India marches toward Viksit
Bharat 2047, cooperative federalism
must mean more than rhetoric. It must
mean fairness, transparency and re-
ward for performance.

(The author is Consultant, Training
Coordination Division, Arun Jaitley

National Institute of Financial
Management, Faridabad, Haryana)
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Just ritual

members speak in their regional

What is the use of Parliament?

The Lok Sabha is being adjourned repeatedly. Though the Rajya Sabha continues to
function, live telecasts of the proceedings show many empty benches — likely be-
cause only members who wish to speak are present. Attendance in the Lok Sabha is
similarly low when it is functioning. The quality of debate in both Houses is poor. Many
and although tr i

is provided, the

Every Budget follows a pre-
dictable ritual: the ruling
party applauds, the opposi-
tion condemns, business
cheers, the middle class
grumbles, and the poor
largely ignore it — knowing
little will change beyond
spending at kirana shops,
often on credit. What is
truly novel is the opposi-
tion unveiling its own
Budget even before the
government presents one.
Criticism is essential to
democracy; pre-emptive
budgeting, however, turns
serious debate into politi-
cal satire,

NNAGARAJAN,

Secunderabad

times and “Noes” more than once.

Blueprint of neglect

portunity. It has chosen to offer rhetoric on cash crops like cashew and
over concrete action for wheat, rice, and pulses that fill the common man'’s plate.
Sadly, for Indian farmers, who comprise 83% from small and marginal farming com-
munities, the Budget has sown seeds of discontent, not prosperity.

RANGANATHAN SIVAKUMAR, Crennat

live telecast remains largely meaningless for a significant section of viewers. In these
circumstances, what is the purpose of running Parliament and broadcasting its pro-
ceedings live to the public? It may be better to adjourn Parliament sine die and explore
alternative mechanisms for legislative functions. Other aspects, such as financial
aversight and executive accountability, are already being neglected — currently, Bills
are passed by voice vote amid uproar, with the Speaker announcing “Ayes” multiple

Dr O PRASADA RAO, Hyderabad

Having watched sluggish growth, falling crop yields, and mounting pressures for
years, farmers across the country believed that their plight was a national priority and
that it would be addressed in the Budget 2026 to mitigate them. But what they got in
the Budget was a blueprint of neglect. The Budget, from the perspective of the farmer
unions, is more than a fiscal miss. It's a failure of empathy and a missed historical op-

Many ifs and buts

The ‘Modi-touch’ in the Budget is
quite evident. Focus on domestic
manufacture through massive in-
vestments is a pointer. Robust al-
location to MSMEs is a big step.
Defence, health and railways are
three key areas that have rightly
received a boost. That some im-
portant anti-cancer chemother-
apy drugs and life-saving medi-
cines would be cheaper has
made huge headlines, but the
practicality of the decision is
subject to ifs and buts. Strength-
ening allied professional health
institutes is a sagacious decision
because the significance of skill
development among health pro-
fessionals cannot be over-
stressed. While the untouched
income tax slabs have evoked

Write to us at letters@telanganatoday.com

mixed r , one girls’ hostel
in every district is a salutary de-
cision.

Dr GANAPATHI BHAT,

Akola

|_Indiain the |
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m The New York Times

Trump and India call off their trade war

The economic war the Trump administration unleashed against India last sum-
mer came to an abrupt end on Monday with a pair of social media posts from
President Trump and India’s prime minister, Narendra Modi, announcing an end
to the punishing tariffs that most Indian goods have faced since last summer.

W AlJazeera

How Epstein files set off a storm far beyond the US
The latest release of documents related to the US Justice Department investiga-
tion into the crimes of convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein has set off political
infernos around the globe for featuring the names of world leaders. The tranche

of files was released on Friday.

B The Kathmandu Post

Nepal, India explore interbank channel

The central banks of Nepal and India are exploring the possibility of using the in-
terbank market—one of the most important segments of the foreign exchange
system—to allow the transfer of Indian currency between banks in the two coun-

tries in large volumes.
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Stern measures

Speaker’s decision to suspend MPs for
remainder of the LS session appears severe

he suspension of eight Opposition MPs for the
I remainder of the Budget Session following pro-
tests during the reply to the President’s address
has once again placed the speaker’s chair at the centre of
a familiar but uncomfortable debate. Was this a firm
defence of parliamentary decorum or an excessively
mechanical application of rules at the cost of democratic
dialogue? There is no dispute that disorder disrupts the
functioning of Parliament. The rule book exists pre-
cisely to ensure that debate, not disruption, remains the
primary mode of political contestation. Yet the speaker’s
role has never been confined to that of a referee enforc-
ing rules in letter alone. The office carries a deeper con-
stitutional responsibility, that is to act as the custodian
of the House, balancing discipline with dialogue,
authority with accommodation.

In the present case, the decision to suspend MPs for
the remainder of the session appears severe, especially
given the context. The reply to the President’s address is
not merely a procedural formality, it is one of the few
moments when the Opposition seeks to hold the govern-
ment collectively accountable on policy, governance and
national direction. Curtailing Opposition participation
during this period inevitably raises questions about pro-
portionality and intent. Parliamentary history offers
instructive contrasts. Former speakers such as Neelam
Sanjiva Reddy and Somnath Chatterjee were not remem-
bered for laxity or indulgence, but for commanding
moral authority that transcended party lines. They rec-
ognised that disorder in the House often reflects disorder
outside it - political polarisation, exclusion from debate
or perceived erosion of institutional space. Their
responses, while firm, were guided by an instinct to pre-
serve the dignity of Parliament rather than merely
assert control over it.

Somnath Chatterjee, in particular, repeatedly empha-
sised that the speaker is not an agent of the ruling party
but a trustee of the House. His interventions were
marked by patience, dialogue with floor leaders and a vis-
ible effort to de-escalate confrontation. Discipline flowed
from respect, not fear of expulsion. Similarly, Neelam
Sanjiva Reddy’s tenure demonstrated that authority
rooted in fairness often secures compliance more effec-
tively than punitive measures. This is not to argue that
misconduct should go unchecked or that disruption is a
legitimate political strategy. It is to ask whether the
speaker could have explored graduated responses - tem-
porary suspensions, mediated dialogue or warnings that
preserved both order and representation. Parliamentary
democracy is impoverished when Opposition voices are
removed wholesale, even when those voices are unruly.

Data privacy

With over 500 mn users in India,
WhatsApp is not merely a messaging platform

he Supreme Court's recent intervention cautioning
WhatsApp and its parent company Meta against
compromising user data for commercial gain marks
a significant moment in India’s evolving digital rights
jurisprudence. In an era where personal data has become

ead more on www.epaperJdokmat.com/lokmaltimes
Nagpur, Thursday. 5.2.2026 4

OPINION

UGC rules: Is there a deeper conspiracy?

The government must intervene immediately and bring this agitation against UGC rules to an end

' i Rakesh Sharma

Wi

s there some deep conspiracy

behind the uproar over the

UGC rules? To me, the new

UGC regulations carry the
unmistakable smell of a deep-
rooted domestic and foreign con-
spiracy, and what appears to be
either a mistake or a deliberate
error is being exploited for political
gain.

First of all, the committee con-
stituted by Parliament under the
orders of the Supreme Court -
headed by Congress MP Digvijaya
Singh - is primarily responsible for
this uproar. It seems that the com-
in a state of utter
igned off without
serious deliberation on a report
prepared by lawyer Indira Jaising
and forwarded it to the ministry of
education.

It is worth noting that this com-
mittee included MPs from all polit-
ical parties. Today, however, these
very parties are continuously fan-
ning protests against the UGC rules
for political advantage. Not a single
member of the committee recorded
any objection to the proposed rules
at that time, yet now their parties
are fuelling agitation against them.

Even more than the committee's
report, I believe the bigger mistake
lies with the UGC chairman Vineet
Joshi and an even greater failure
rests with the human resource
development minister Dharmendra
Pradhan. Their negligence gave the
UGC -- and the government - an
opportunity to allow protests
against the UGC rules to erupt
across the country.

must

The committee, the UGC, and
the ministry of human resource
development have committed an
unforgivable mistake, leading to
caste-based tensions nationwide.
Strikes are taking place, shutdowns
are being enforced, students are on
the streets, caste-based organisa-
tions are protesting and political
parties are busy exploiting the situ-
ation. While the government is cer-
tainly at fault, its inaction and
stunned silence are further intensi-
fying the agitation.

On Thursday, the Supreme
Court delivered a very commend-
able judgment by staying the imple-
mentation of the new UGC rules,
stating that the old rules would
remain in force. The court also
sought clarifications from the UGC
and the government and fixed the
next hearing for March 19.

Initially, both sides welcomed

and reassure the public that no
innocent person from any caste will be falsely implicated, and no guilty person
will be spared.
L L]

sweets were even distributed.
However, it seems to me that politi-
cal parties quickly realised they
were losing a major opportunity to
corner the Modi government.
Despite the Supreme Court’s bal-
anced ruling, they decided to con-
tinue the agitation for various rea-
sons.

I now feel that foreign “toolkits™
have entered this movement.
Indian political parties have
repeatedly claimed that, as in
Bangladesh, Nepal and Sri Lanka, a
Gen Z driven movement could also
be used to change governments in
India. The ill-conceived UGC rules
have provided the opposition with
an opportunity to launch a nation-
wide agitation.

At a time when global instability
is widespread and India’s influence
is rising, any such movement can
only obstruct our progress and

this decision wh tedly -

The government must intervene
immediately and bring this agita-
tion to an end. Otherwise, those
who have ignited this fire will not
allow it to die down. They will con-
tinue baking their political bread
by destabilising the government
and will see it in their interest to
keep the agitation alive. They have
nothing to do with the nation, they
want power by any means neces-
sary.

The government must demon-
strate seriousness and reassure the
public that no innocent person
from any caste will be falsely impli-
cated, and no guilty person will be
spared. First and foremost, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi should
immediately take action against
the UGC chairman Vineet Joshi
and human resource development
minister Dharmendra Pradhan,
whose negligence has dragged the
government into an unnecessary
crisis.

Thereafter, a committee com-
prising representatives of all
castes should be formed to suggest
mechanisms ensuring that no inno-
cent person from any caste is vic-
timised and no guilty individual
escapes punishment. The commit-
tee’s recommendations must not
only appear impartial and selfless
but must truly be so.

Protesters should also reflect
that once the Supreme Court has
stayed the controversial UGC rules,
continuing any agitation on this
issue until its final resolution is
politically motivated and reeks of
domestic and foreign conspiracies.
The national interest must be para-
mount.

The author is a
senior political analyst.
Views expressed are personal.

DON'T BE UNDER ANY
MISCONCEPTION,
THIS IS NOT A DEBATE
TO ENCOURAGE PEOPLE
TO DEVELOP THE HABIT
OF READING BOOKS

in the De

@ YOUR LETTERS

Manpreet’s omission

The dropping of midfielder Manpreet Singh, forward Dilpreet Singh
and goalkeeper Krishna Bahadur Pathak from the 33-member
probables for the ongoing national preparatory camp leading to the
FIH Pro League season beginning late February, has come as a surprise
for fans, Atleast a couple of them warranted a place in the team. But
the explanation provided by “insiders" s different: India's sub-par

South Africa rth

attributed to “indiscipline” on the part of the three players. Nothing
can supplant discipline, but the omission of Manpreet is disturbing as
the veteran was part of two consecutive Olympics bronze-medal
winning Indian teams. Coach Craig Fulton is said to have offered to
resign piqued by Manpreet’s exclusion but was asked to stay put.
Could the situation have been handled better?

Dr Ganapathi Bhat,
Akola.

the world’s most valuable commodity, the court’s
was clear that market dominance cannot become a licence
to dilute fundamental rights. At the heart of the matter
lies WhatsApp’s updated privacy policy, which enables
extensive data sharing with Meta for business and adver-
tising purposes. With over 500 million users in India,
WhatsApp is not merely a messaging platform; it is digital
infrastructure. For millions, it is the default mode of per-
sonal, professional and even governmental communica-
tion. The Supreme Court recognised this asymmetry of
power between a single dominant platform and the indi-
vidual user, raising concerns about “meaningful consent”
in such circumstances.

The court pointedly noted that when a platform is the
“sole or overwhelmingly dominant player” in its segment,
users are often left with no real choice but to accept terms
presented to them. Consent obtained under such con-
ditions, it observed, risks being illusory. The judiciary
thus stepped in to reinforce the principle that constitu-
tional protections - particularly the right to privacy
affirmed in the Puttaswamy judgment - do not dissolve at
the doors of private technology companies. Importantly,
the Supreme Court did not ban WhatsApp’s operations
nor prohibit data processing outright. Instead, it adopted
a calibrated approach. It asked Meta to clearly ring-fence
WhatsApp’s core messaging service from its commercial
ecosystem, ensuring that users who choose not to share
data for business or advertising purposes are not pena-
lised or denied essential services, The court emphasised
that access to messaging features must not be made con-
ditional upon agreeing to expanded data-sharing prac-
tices.

The ruling also underscored the need for transparency.
Meta was asked to explain, in clear and unambiguous
terms, what data is collected, how it is used and for what
precise business purposes. Vague disclosures buried in
lengthy policy documents do not meet the threshold of
informed consent, especially in a country with vast digital
and linguistic diversity. This judicial scrutiny arrives at a
crucial time. India is on the cusp of operationalising its
Digital Personal Data Protection framework, and the
court’s observations help set the tone for its impl 1ta-

Shankaracharya s ultimatum & Yogi

Biswajeet Banerjee

he 40-day ultimatum issued

by Shankaracharya Swami

Avimukteshwaranand to

the Yogi Adityanath govern-
ment has opened a deeper political
and ideological fault line in Uttar
Pradesh. On the surface, the
demand is familiar: Declare the cow
as Rajyamata and impose a com-
plete ban on beef exports from the
state. But beneath this recurring
appeal lies a sharper confrontation,
one that questions not just policy
choices but the moral authority of a
government that has built its iden-
tity on Hindutva credentials.

The timing of the ultimatum is
crucial, Swami
Avimukteshwaranand has spoken
about cow protection for years, often
accusing governments of paying lip
service to the issue. Yet this escala-
tion comes at a moment when his
relationship with the state adminis-
tration has visibly deteriorated. His
abrupt departure from the Magh
Mela without taking a holy dip, a
first in his religious life, was a sym-
bolic rupture.

The immediate fallout from the
Magh Mela episode sharpened this
divide. The seer accused officials
and police of disrespecting religious
traditions, while the administration

tion. They reaffirm that user data is not a corporate asset
to be leveraged unchecked, but an extension of individual
autonomy deserving robust safeguards. The larger impli-
cations extend beyond WhatsApp. The judgment sends a
signal to all Big Tech firms operating in India that scale
and indispensability invite higher responsibility.

T with notices questioning
his actions and authority at the
Mela. Warnings of restrictions on
his presence and scrutiny of his
camp followed. Complaints filed by
individuals linked to rival religious
figures further complicated matters,
giving the impression of an estab-

lishment closing ranks against a dis-
senting voice from within the reli-
gious fold. Even if these steps were
procedural, they provided Swami
Avimukteshwaranand with a power-
ful argument that those raising
uncomfortable questions on cow
protection were being subjected to
administrative pressure.

What makes the ultimatum polit-
ically unsettling for the Yogi govern-
ment is the way it challenges the gap
between ideological claims and eco-
nomic realities. By foregrounding
data on beef exports and asserting
that a substantial share originates
from  Uttar  Pradesh, the
Shankaracharya has punctured the
narrative of uncompromising cow
protection. The issue he raises is not
new, but its articulation from a
prominent religious authority gives
it renewed force. It exposes a contra-
diction that the BJP has long man-
aged through symbolism: Strict laws
and aggressive rhetoric on cow
slaughter coexisting with export-
driven economic practices,

The attack also strikes at Yogi
Adityanath's carefully cultivated
image. The chief minister is not
merely an administrator but a reli-
gious figure whose saffron robes

tioning whether religious attire
alone qualifies one as a protector of
Sanatan Dharma, the
Shankaracharya has shifted the
debate from governance outcomes
to ethical legitimacy. The suggestion
that symbolism can mask compro-
mise is a direct challenge to the
moral high ground the government
claims.

This confrontation must also be
read in the broader political context
of Uttar Pradesh. As the state moves
into a phase of intense political
activity ahead of key electora]

tum, however, risks alienating sec-
tions of the saint community whose
endorsement has been politically
valuable. The Shankaracharya's
move also highlights a long-simmer-
ing tension between religious
leaders and a government that has
otherwise enjoyed their broad sup-
port. By repeatedly pressing for the
cow to be declared Rashtramata and
questioning the BJP's record,
Swami Avimukteshwaranand has
positioned himself as a moral inter-
rogator rather than a political ally.
His ultimatum suggests a belief that
pexsua%lon has failed and pressure
is now necessary.

At its core, the standoff raises a
fundamental question  about
authority within Hindutva politics.
Who defines and enforces Sanatan
Dharma: Elected governments that
deploy religious imagery and laws,
or religious leaders who claim civil-
isational guardianship? The BJP’s
success has come from aligning
these two sources of authority.

As the March 10 deadline
approaches, the debate has

1 cor

becomes as important as adminis-
trative performance. The BJP’s dom-
inance has rested on its ability to
project itself as the natural custo-
dian of Hindu interests. A challenge
from within that ideological space is
more destabilising than opposition
criticism. It raises uncomfortable
questions among the party’s core
supporters about whether the prom-
ises made in the language of faith
are being fully honoured in practice.

For the government, the dilemma
is real. Accepting the demand for a
complete ban on beef exports would
have economic consequences and
invite resistance from industry

carry political By ques-

s. lgnoring the ultima-

beyond cow protection. It
has become a test of credibility for
a government that prides itself on
ideological clarity. How the Yogi
Adityanath administration
responds will determine whether
this episode remains a contained
dispute or evolves into a larger
reckoning within the Hindutva eco-
system. What is clear is that the
challenge cannot be dismissed as
routine religious activism. It is a
calculated escalation that forces the
state to confront the gap between its
rhetoric and its record.

The author is a
senior journalist.
Views expressed are personal.
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No patchwork

works

A grand shift in the official mind is
needed to improve school education

If it is really about educating our children, the entire scheme
of things needs a serious review. The statement might seem
grandiose and sweeping, but that is how it is. The decision
to merge government schools that have extremely low enrol-
ment is a good occasion to open up a meaningful dialogue
on school education at a systemic level. The patchwork, or
snapresponses, may bring some optics, associated with some
hope, but experience tells us that it all finally doesn't yield
any significant results. Unfortunately our directorate, our
ministry and al other institutions related to education think
in terms of controlling things. Education seems to be long
shuffled out of frame. Even our policy documents, like NEP,
are not followed in their spirit. The concerned departments
might hold functions to popularise new frameworks, but no
substantial work is done to align it with ground condition. Our
school education has suffered particularly for such reasons.
‘The department is too spread out, with thousands working
in it, and all energies are consumed in things like transfers,
postings and attachments; occasional merger of schools too.

Take this case of government schools with extremely low
enrolments, actually a single digit enrolment. Now can we
turn around and ask a simple question to the concerned
authorities. What is the expenditure on a single child in
such a school? Many thousands, if not over a lac of rupees.
Now if there is a private school in the vicinity of such a
government school and it charges a modest fee, say around
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the same system will fling into action on a very

mslgm.ucant complaint against such a school. And what is
more painful, there are cheerleaders in our society! It is
here that one can taste systemic toxicity in its worst form.

One would only suggest to the Education Minister and the offi-
cials of the concerned departments to sit down with other stake-
holders, those who are running good schools at modest charges,
and enter into a broad understanding with such schools to create
a better ecosystem for education. A kind of a Public-Private Part-
nership where both benefit to the advantage of our children. Isn't
u better to close down government schonls Lhat have extremely

and supporta good pr

lin the vicinity to

Lake those students free of cost. The government will save much in
terms of resource, and children will get better education.

But for this to happen, toxic division of schools into
Government and Private has to be rethought. And yes, keep
all such things away from ‘Facebookers'.

REFLECTIONS

Commercialisation
of Residential Areas

Facing the social, acoustic, and logistical

pressures

Residential Sanctity

Ghulam Mohammad Arif
farusuhail@gmail.com

The Greater Kashmir op-ed
“A Planning Mistake Sri-
nagar Can't Afford” (26
December) draws attention
o a critical issue confront-
ing Srinagar today: the
unchecked and poorly regu-
lated commercialisation of

or transparency.

Urban planning laws exist
precisely to prevent this ero-
sion of residential sanctity.
Zoning regulations, building
by-laws, height restrictions,
and land-use norms are not
bureaucratic obstacles; they
are safeguards intended to
protect citizens from arbi-
trary development driven
by money and influence.

Many residents have
approached concerned civic

X
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| Beyond Bilateralism

India-Arab Engagement
Enters a Strategic Phase

Why the revival of the India-Arab Foreign Ministers’ Meeting matters

Diplomacy

Sajad Padder
sajadpaddera8@gmail.com

When India hosts the second
India-Arab Foreign Ministers’
Meeting (IAFMM) in New Delhi
on 31 January 2026, it will do
more than revive a long-dormant
diplomatic forum. After a gap of
nearly a decade, the meeting sig-
nals India’s steady reposition-
ing in the Arab world - from a
largely transactional partner to
a more consequential strategic
interlocutor.

The long pause between the
first and second IAFMM reflects
how dramatically the regional and
global environment has changed.
Arab states have spent the past
decade navigating political uncer-
tainty after the Arab Spring,
regional conflicts, and ambitious
programmes of economic diver-
sification. India, meanwhile, has
emerged as one of the world’'s
fastest-growing major economies
with expanding diplomatic, com-
mercial, and security interests in
West Asia. The renewed meeting
underlines a shared recognition
that episodic engagement is no
longer adequate.

The IAFMM has identified five
priority areas—political coor-
dination, trade and investment,
energy security, food security,
and people-to-people ties, offering
a practical framework for coop-
eration. These priorities high-
light mutual dependence. For
Arab states facing food supply
vulnerabilities and energy tran-
sition challenges, India offers
scale, technological capability,
and reliable markets. For India,
the Arab region remains vital
for energy supplies. investment
flows, and maritime and trade
connectivity.

[Economic ties anchor the rela-
tionship. India-Arab trade has
crossed USD 200 billion annu-
ally, though hydrocarbons still
dominate. The Gulf region alone

accounts for more than 60 per
cent of India’s crude oil imports,
underlining its strategic impor-
tance. Yet both sides acknowl-
edge that energy dependence
cannot remain the sole pillar.
Renewable energy. pharmaceu-
ticals, information technology.
infrastructure, food processing,
and logistics offer clear opportu-
nities for diversification. India’s
manufacturing push aligns
closely with the Arab world's
long-term development strate-
gies, particularly in the Guif.

A notable change in recent
years is the Arab world’s grow-
ing willingness to engage India
independently of India-Pakistan
relations. Economic opportunity
and strategic autonomy, rather
than regional rivalries, increas-
ingly shape Arab approaches to
South Asia. Notwithstanding
Saudi's long standing defence
ties with Pakistan, Riyadh has
demonstrated a clear willingness
to engage India on its own terms,
reflecting a broader recalibra-
tion in Gulf strategic thinking.
This shift mirrors India’s rising
economic weight and the broader
recalibration underway in Arab
foreign policies.

Political momentum for this
transformation was built during
Sushma Swaraj's tenure as Exter-
nal Affairs Minister (2014-2
Her diplomacy played a cr
role in reconfiguring India’s
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engagement with the Islamic

world, overcoming decades of

hesitation and informal exclu-
sion. Through sustained out-
reach, high-level visits, and a
strong emphasis on diaspora
welfare, India began to be seen
as a credible and autonomous
partner rather than a peripheral
actor in West Asia.
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Anotable change in recent
years is the Arab world’s
growing willingness

to engage India
independently of India-
Pakistan relations.

The Indian diaspora across
Arab states remains a central
pillar of the relationship. Nearly
nine million Indians live and
work in the region, contributing
significantly to host economies
and sending back remittances
estimated at USD 50 billion
annually. Beyond economics,
the diaspora deepens people-to-
people ties and provides stability
by embedding the relationship in
everyday social and commercial
interactions.

This momentum has been
sustained under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, whose outreach
to Arab capitals has further
strengthened political trust. Stra-
tegic partnerships, regular high-
level exchanges, and cooperation
inareas such as counter-terrorism
and emerging technologies have
helped reposition India as a long-
term stakeholder in the region’s
stability and development.

India’s domestic context also
shapes its Arab outreach. As
home to the world's third-largest
Muslim population, India occupies
a distinctive position in engaging
Arab and Islamic countries. While
1ot a member of the Organisation
of Islamic Cooperation (0IC),
India’s expanding engagement
with Islamic forums reflects an
aspiration to be recognised as an
inclusive and credible interlocu-
tor. Internal peace and communal
harmony remain essential to sus-
taining that credibility.

The second [AFMM, therefore,
is more than a diplomatic event.
Convened on 31 January 2026,
it marks the consolidation of a
maturing India-Arab partnership
grounded in strategic conver-
gence, economic pragmatism, and
societal ties—one likely to gain
greater relevance in an increas-
ingly uncertain global order.

The writer teaches Political Science
at GDC Bijpehara

From Grievance to Growth

Kashmir’s Startups Pitch a Budget Roadmap for 2026-27

Report
Shabir A.Handoo
Faisal Kawoosa

residential hoods.
For many residents, this is
not a distant policy concern
but alived, daily experience.
Rawalpora has tradition-
ally been a quiet residential
area, home to families, elderly
citizens, and school-going chil-
dren. Inrecent years, however,
large commercial establish-
ments—such as hotels, restau-
rants, and event venues—have
increasingly emerged within
residential zones. This shift
has fundamentally altered the
character, safety, and livabil-
ity of these neighbourhoods.
‘What were once peaceful
streets are now frequently
marked by loud music, late-
night gatherings, traffic
congestion, and unregulated
public activity. During fes-
tive seasons and celebratory
events, amplified sound and
prolonged night-time func-
tions often extend well beyond
reasonable hours. Students
preparing for examinations,
elderly residents, and families
seeking basic peace within
their homes are left distressed
and helple: ial

and e
through formal channels, trust-
ing that planning institutions
will uphold the rule of law.
Unfortunately, the gap between
written policy and ground-lev-
el enforcement continues to
widen, leaving communities
uncertain and vulnerable.
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Srinagar’s future
cannot be built on
selective enforcement
of planning laws.

If residential areas can
be steadily transformed
into commercial hubs with-
out consistent oversight or
aceountability, it raises a
troubling question: what pro-
tection remains for ordinary
middle-class families with no
power, money, or influence?

Srinagar’s future cannot be
builton selective enforcement
of planning laws. Once resi-
dential nei hoods are

areas are simply not designed
toabsorb the social, acoustic,
and logistical pressures of
commercial entertainment.
Equally wncemmg 15 the

surrendered to unregulated
commercialisation, they are
rarely reclaimed. The loss is
not merely physical; it erodes
social cohesion, mentu] \vel.l

gradual misuse of adj
vacant plots within residen-
tial localities. Earth filling,
informal dumping of waste,
and lack of clarity regarding
land use have created sanita-
tion, safety, and environmen-
tal hazards. Stray animals,
garbage accumulation, and
uncertainty about further con-
struction have become routine
concerns for residents—ofien
without consultation, notice,

000
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being, and th
that sustains urban hfe.

The issue calls for timely
intervention, transparent
decision-making, and consis-
tent enforcement of existing
regulations. Urban develop-
ment must be guided by law,
equity, and long-term public
interest. Residential neigh-
bourhoods deserve protec-
tion—not as a privilege, but
as a basic civic right.

oee

As Jammu and Kashmir prepares
its Budget for 2026-27, a new data-
driven policy paper has brought
the lived realities of Kashmir’s
startup founders into sharp focus.
Titled “Grievance to Growth”,
the report submitted by Kashmir
Angel Network (KAN) argues that
the region’s startup ecosystem
has matured beyond ideation and
now requires precise, execution-
focused interventions to unlock
its next phase of growth. The
recommendations are formally
placed before the Government of
Jammu and Kashmir for consid-
eration in the upcoming budget.
Startups beyond the idea stage
Contrary to the popular per-
eeption that Kashmir's start-
ups are largely experimental or
idea-driven, the report presents
evidence that most ventures are
already operational and revenue-
generating. Based on a structured
survey of 19 active founders across
the Valley, the study finds that a
majority of startups have reached
early or mid-commercialisation

ance Trap’

At the heart of the report
is a diagnosis of what founders
describe as a “Capital and Com-
pliance Trap”. Access to capital
emerges as the single biggest chal-
lenge, ranked unanimously as the
number one barrier to growth.
Nearly half of the surveyed start-
ups remain bootstrapped, relying
on personal or family savings.
While this demonstrates resil-
ience, it also severely constrains
risk-taking and expansion.

The most acute pain point is
the shortage of working capital at
the growth stage, often referred
toas the “Valley of Death”. These
firms have proven business
‘models but lack the liquidity to
scale operations, hire talent, or
meet rising demand. Founders
make it clear that conventional
bank loans, tied to collateral and
rigid repayment structures, are
ill-suited to innovation-driven
businesses. What they seek
instead is risk-tolerant, founder-
friendly seed and growth capital.

Regulatory friction and
time delays

If capital is the primary bottle-
neck, regulatory friction is the
silent killer. An overwhelming
75 per cent of respondents cite
the absence of a functional single-
window cleamnce system as their

stages. These are that
have achieved product-market fit
and are selling to real customers,
but are struggling to scale due to
systemic bottlenecks.

Sectorally, the ecosystem
shows notable diversity. Digital
services and education together
account for nearly half of the sur-
veyed ventures, while tourism,
agriculture, and emerging tech-
nologies such as drones and 3D
printing also feature prominent-
ly. This mix reflects a shift from
traditional sectors to knowledge-
and service-led enterprises, sig-
nalling a gradual modernisation
of the regional economy.

The ‘Capital and Compli-
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biggest ative
Entrepreneurs report navigating
afragmented maze of departments
for registrations, approvals, and
compliance filings, often with little
clarity or coordination.
Compounding this is a strik-
ing awareness gap. Only 37 per
cent of founders say they are
fully aware of existing govern-
ment schemes and policies meant
tosupport them, According to the
report, this is not due to apathy
but to complexity policies exist,
but are difficult to access, inter-
pret, and operationalise.
Perhaps most damaging are
delays. Approval timelines of
six to twelve months for grants

(1 L
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and regulatory clearances are
common. In fast-moving digital
and service sectors, such delays
can render support meaningless
by the time it arrives, threatening
the very survival of young firms.

‘Talent and mentorship gaps

Beyond capital and compli-
ance, the report highlights a
growing human capital dilemma.
Startups struggle to attract and
retain skilled technical talent,
largely because early-stage firms
cannot match market salaries.
This fuels a steady brain drain
from the region.

Founders also express dissatis-
faction with the quality of mentor-
shipand evaluation. Many technol-
ogy-driven startups are assessed
by non-technical panels, leading
to misaligned decisions. Thereisa
strong call for domain experts and
entrepreneurs with real scaling
experience to be embedded in eval-
uation and mentoring processes.
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By helping viable startups
survive the cash-flow
negative phase, the
government can prevent
business failures,

Five budgetary levers for
transformation

To address these challenges,
KAN proposes five concrete, bud-
get-linked interventions:

1. A single digital compliance
portal integrating all regis-
trations, filings, and scheme
applications, aimed at reduc-
ing complexity and improv-
ing policy awareness.

A mandatory 30-day Service
Level Agreement (SLA) for
all startup-related approv-
als and disbursements,
replacing the current
months-long delays with

4
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predictable timelines.

3. Subsidies for compliance and
operational costs, includinga
50 per cent reimbursement of
statutory compliance expens-
es and support for essentials
such as co-working space,
electricity, and high-speed
internet.

. A 2-3 per cent government
procurement quota for local
startups, providing predict-
able revenue streams and
market validation beyond
one-time grants.

.A Rs. 50 crore dedicated
technology fund, ring-
fenced for digital and tech
startups, evaluated by sea-
soned domain experts and
recognising modern digital
expenses such as cloud ser-
vices and SaaS$ tools.

Investment, not expenditure

The report stresses that these
proposals should be viewed as
structural investments rather than
fiseal burdens. By helping viable
startups survive the cash-flow neg-
ative phase, the government can
prevent business failures, retain
skilled talent, create high-value
jobs, and expand the formal tax
base. Over time, this shift towards
digital and service sectors could
diversify Jammu and Kashmir’s
economy and reduce over-depen-
dence on traditional industries.

A call to bridge policy and
practice

Asbudget deliberations gather
pace, “Grievance to Growth”
positions itself as a bridge
between the voice of founders
and the pen of policymakers. It
calls for fewer but deeper inter-
ventions, focused on execution
quality and measurable out-
comes. For Kashmir's startups
no longer asking for symbolism
but for systems, the message is
clear: with timely capital, sim-
pler rules, and credible support,
the region’s entrepreneurs are
ready to convert resilience into
sustainable gro
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Gender Prism

Bhat Rehana Bashir
bhatrehana@gmail.com

It was while guiding my daughter
through her 10* Board examinations
last year that the pervasive gender
asymmetries within the Urdu cur-
riculum first dawned upon me with
an unsettling force. As an English
Literature teacher, long accustomed
to scrutinising the ideological under-
pinnings of literary canons, I had
anticipated certain asymmetries - yet
the discovery proved more profound
than anticipated. The Baharistan
Urdu textbook for Class 10, with its
pages

otherwise unassailable mascu-
line edifice: Shakespeare, Milton,
Wordsworth, Dickens, T.S. Eliot,
and Keats constituted the nor-
mative core, their perspectives
advanced as the quintessence of
human experience. In the interven-
ing decades, however, sustained
feminist intervention, curricular
revision, and institutional com-
mitment to representational equity
have significantly reshaped the
field. The English canon is now
being actively recreated and plu-
ralised; within the JKBOSE syl-
labus itself, female writers are
accorded substantial and mean-
ingful presence—Jane Austen,
Maxy Dobson, Anne Frank, Emily
Kamala Das, Arund-

almost
by male authorship—Allama Igbal,
Mirza Ghalib, Mir Aman, Prem
Chand, Sir Syed Ahmed Khan, Hali,
Zafar Gorakhpuri, Shoq Lakhnawi

hatl Roy, and others whose writ-
ings interrogate gender, power,
and subjectivity are integrated as
essential components rather than

and their aries—pre-
sented a literary landscape framed
unequivocally through a masculine
prism. Female authorship was con-
spicuous through its absence. No
female writer appeared among the
prescribed texts, no feminine voice
was permitted to interrupt the seam-
less succession of male perspectives.
‘Women appeared, if at all, as remote
objects of poetic desire, symbols of
cultural virtue, or passive recipients
of narrative action—never as sub-
jects endowed with intellectual or
creative agency. Intrigued and trou-
bled by this pattern, I proceeded to
examine the syllabiand textbooks for
Classes8and 9, only to find the same
structural exclusion replicated with
little variation: a canon constructed
entirely by male voices.

This personal encounter was
rendered all the more striking by
the contrasting trajectory I had
witnessed in the English liter-
ary canon over the course of my
academic life. When I was a stu-
dent, the English curriculum was
overwhelmingly constituted by
the works of white European men,
with Jane Austen standing virtu-
ally alone as the solitary female
exception permitted entry into an

additions. While
this process remains incomplete
and further incorporation of
female writing is still imperative,
the shift nonetheless represents a
deliberate movement toward inclu-
sivity and representational justice.
By contrast, the Urdu curriculum
in JK BOSE’s Baharistaan series,
continues to inherit a markedly
more exclusionary paradigm.
Feminist literary theory pro-
vides a robust lens for this critique.
Elaine Showalter’s gynocriticism
urges us to recover and reinter-
pret women’s texts, revealing how
patriarchal structures have histori-
cally suppressed female authorship.
Laura Mulvey's concept of the male
gaze illuminates how literature,
when dominated by male perspec-
tives, objectifies women, reducing
them to passive spectacles rather
than autonomous subjects. Extend-
ing these, Simone de Beauvoir's sem-
inal work, The Second Sex, posits
‘women as the “Other” in patriarchal
societies, a ﬂ‘amework !hat explains
the curricular tion asan
extension of existential subjugation.
In the context of JKBOSE's Urdu
curriculum, this lens reveals how
the erasure of women writers per-

Perceptive, but not Perfect
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Patriarchal Silences

The erasure of women writers from JKBOSE’s Urdu curriculum
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petuates a silence, where female
experiences are overwritten by
patriarchal binaries, preventing
women from “speaking” through
educational canons. These theories
underscore that the JKBOSE cur-
riculum is not ideologically neutral
but a site of power that reproduces
patriarchal ideologies, denying
students,particularly young girls,the
models of agency and resistance
embodied in women’s writings.
Urdu literature's trajectory is
inextricably linked to historical
power dynamics, where gender
intersected with colonial and lin-
guistic politics. Emerging in the
medieval Deccan and North India
as a syncretic language blending
Persian, Arabic, and Prakrit ele-
ments, Urdu thrived under Mughal
patronage. However, British colo-
nialism disrupted this equilibri-
um. Post-1857 Revolt, the imposi-

tion of English as the lingua franca
of governance and education rel-
egated Urdu to the margins, asso-
ciating it with a “decadent”. This
linguistic demotion was gendered:
colonial reforms influenced by Vic-
torian morality confined women to
domesticity, entrenching purdah
and limited female roles, as seen
in the codification of personal laws
that entrenched patriarchal biases.

Reformers like Sir Syed Ahmad
Khan exemplified this patriarchal
vision. While founding Aligal h
Muslim University and

canonical figures like Mirza Ghalib ‘ ‘
,Prem Chand, Allama Igbal, Mir
Aman while excluding women.

This omission is particularly A o
appalling given the rich corpus U"_J‘I“ ll(era_tures
of Urdu women writers who chal- trajectory is
lenge such tropes. Qurratulain inextricably
Hyder, often hailed as the “grande linked to
dame” of Urdu literature, subverts historical power
patriarchal narratives in novels d =
like Aag Ka Darya (1959), which YATICS;
weaves a feminist historiography of where gender
the Indian subcontinent, exploring intersected
women's identities amid partition with colonial
and migration. Her work embodies and linguistic
female experiences of loss and resil- politics.

ience, offering a counter-narrative
to male-dominated historical epics.
Similarly, Razia Sajjad Zaheer,

a progressive writer affiliated with
the All-India Progressive Writers'
Association, infused her short
stories and novels, such as Sar-e-
Sham, critique feudal patriarchy,
portraying women as agents of
social change rather than victims.
Saliha Abid Hussain's contribu-
tions further illuminate this erasure.
1In works like Azadi Ki Neend , she
interrogates gender roles in postco-
lonial conservative India, drawing
on personal experiences to depict
‘women’s struggles for autonomy in
conservative societies. Rakshbanda
Jalil, a contemporary scholar and
translator, bridges generations
through anthologies like Urdu Sto-
ries (2008), which recover women's
voices, emphasizing themes of resis-
tance and identity. Parveen Shakir’s
poetry blends romanticism with
feminist assertion, challenging the
ghazal’s traditional male-centric
eroticism by voicing women's
desires and frustrations. Other fig-
ures like Ismat Chughtai, Kishwar
Naheed and Fahmida Riaz similarly
patriarchal strr but

Urdu as a vehicle for Muslim uphﬁ
ment, Khan pnonuzed male agency.
In works like Asb:

Urdu canon has historically silenced
their authentic voices in favour of
that align

Hind (1858), he framed women as bear-
ers of cultural honor, not intellectual
equals. Post-independence, this legacy
persisted in regions like Jammu and
Kashmir, where Urdu curricula inher-
ited colonial binaries, prioritizing

with patriarchal ideologies.
Tragically, students in Jammu
and Kashmir’s classrooms might
not have even heard of these great
‘women writers. This ignorance is no
accident but a mechanism of silenc-

Reading John Tolan’s Islam: A New History

ing: by omitting their works, the cur-
riculum ensures that young minds
internalize a monolithic, male-domi-
nated literary heritage, perpetuating
the notion that women's stories are
peripheral, nonexistent, or invisible.
1t denies the students the access to
multifaceted human experiences,
reinforcing hierarchies that stifle
eritical thinking. By excluding
women, the curriculum silences
voices that model resistance, poten-
tially perpetuating cycles of gender-
based violence and inequality

The National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020 provides a national
framework to guide such changes,
urging states and boards to priori-
tise gender equity in curriculum
design. It emphasises “Equitable
and Inclusive Education” as a core
principle, aiming to ensure that
no child is left behind due to back-
ground, socio-cultural identities, or
gender (Ministry of Education, Gov-
ernment of India, 2020). It identifies
Socio-Economically Disadvantaged
Groups (SEDGs), which explicitly
include females and transgender
individuals, and advocates for tar-
geted interventions to address dis-
parities in access, participation,
retention, and learning outcomes.
These directives challenge patriar-
chal biases in existing curricula and
call for depatriarchalization, align-
ing directly with the need to include
women writers in Urdu textbooks
for diversification and agentic rep-
resentations of gender.

The persistent exclusion in
JKBOSE's Baharistan series vio-
lates NEP 2020's vision, as it fails
to eliminate gender stereotypes
or provide equitable exposure to
female literary voices. Implement-
ing NEP-aligned reforms—such
as revising curricula to incorpo-
rate women writers and promote
gender equality would advance
inclusive pedagogy and address
subaltern silencing in regional
contexts like Jammu and Kashmir.

Bhat Rehana Bashir, Associate
Professor, Isiamia College of Science
and Commerce, Srinagar

Through his innovative and perceptive style, Tolan has skillfully condensed fifteen centuries of Islamic history into around 250 pages,
reflecting its richness, diversity, and complexity

Book Introduction
Dr. Tauseef Ahmad Parray

tauseef.parray21@gmail.com

Islam—as a religion, culture and
civilization, and ideology and world-
view—has been widely discussed and
debated in numerous works written by
Muslims and non-Muslims. Such is the
proliferation in the literature on Islam
in the current times that books about
Islam are a “legion,” utilizing a diverse
range of approaches: insider, outsider,
macro, micro, civilizational, etc.
Authored by John Tolan (professor
emeritus of history at the University of
Nantes, France), Islam: A New History
from Muhammad to the Present isa new
addition to this very genre, narrating
the history of Islam from the 7" century

torical development of the Muslim com-
munity, from the Prophetic period to the
end of 11" century—a period when the
Muslim world was ruled by three rival
caliphates: the Abbasids in Baghdad, the
Fatimids in Cairo, and the Ummayads in
Spain. Part-II includes chapters on the
religio-political developments, with their
diversity and complexity, of the Muslim
world from thel1 to the 17" centuries,
with a focus on the religious, political,
cultural, spiritual, and intellectual devel-
opments. Part-I1I covers the discussions
and themes of the modern period: Colo-
nization and Its Discontents; Decoloniza-
tion, Nationalism, and the Emergence of
Political Islam; and (10) Between Reform
and Radicalism: Being Muslim in the 21*
Century. These chapters are preceded by
Acknowledgements (p. xi) and a 5-page
Introduction (pp. xiii-xvii) and end with
Nolea (pp. 251-258), (chapter wise) Selected

to the 21* century, across all
the continents—from Asia to Africa
and from Europe to the UK and the
USA. Tolan, as a well-established aca-
demic historian (neither Muslim nor a
theologian, p. xiv, cf. p. 250), claims to
offer “anew history of Islam” by taking
a step back and looking at the history
of Islam “in all its richness and com-
plexity” over fifteen centuries with the
aim to “transform the way we see Islam
and its history” (p. xv). That is, he has
attempted to write “a new history of
Islam™ because (in his observation)
“scholarship on the beginning of Islam
has progressed in important ways over
the past thirty or forty years, and this
recent work is little known beyond a
narrow group of specialists” (p. xv).
Structure of Tolan's Book: Origi-
nally published in French in 2022 as
Nouvelle historie de L'islam, the Eng-
lish version “is not simply a transla-
tion of the French edition but a rewrit-
ing and expansion” (p. xi). Organized
chronologically with thematic coher-
ence, the book consists of ten (10) chap-
ters covered under three main parts:
Part-1, Foundations (Chapters 1-4);
Part-11, Expansion (Chapters 5-7); and
Part-111, Modernities (Chapters 8-10).
Part-I includes chapters on the his-

-264), and a rich and
reader- rrleudly [ndex (pD. 265-283).

Tolan on Intertwining Islam as
Religion, Culture, and Civilization.
In the Introduction, Tolan begins by
asking the question What is Islam?
Islam is a religion with the Quran
and Hadith acting as the foundational
sources for “its doctrines, rituals, law
(sharia), and beliefs. “Islam is a reli-
gion characterized by a great diversity
of beliefs and practices, a religion that
has spread across an enormous terri-
tory and encompassed hundreds of lan-
guages and cultures. Islam is alsoa cul-
ture and a civilization.” (pp. xiii-xiv)

Tolan Presents a Thematic Anal-
ysis, not a Conventional-Chrono-
logical Narrative, of Islamic His-
tory: The book is not a conventional,
chronological narrative of Islamic
history, from past to present, but a
thematic history and analysis of some
major events and aspects—social,
political, religious, intellectual, etc.—
of fifteen centuries of Islamic history,
starting from 7"-century Arabia and
extending “across all the continents,”
illustrating “the complexity and diver-
sity of Muslim civilization™ through
chosen examples from the history of
1Islam and Muslims (p. xv).

For instance, with respect to the cul-
tural and intellectual developments of
Baghdad, Tolan says that “Baghdad
remained a major cultural and intel-
lectual centre” (p. 63), which helped
not only in the “intellectual flourish-
ing” of physical sciences, medicine
and technology, and social sciences,
but also contributed enormously to the
development of religious sciences like
Muslim law and juristic schools, theol-
ogy, tafsir, and “sciences of hadith™
and much more (pp. 64, 65, 66, 67).

Regarding the three rival caliph-
ates of Abbasids, Fatimids, and
Umayyads of Spain, Tolan states that
in the tenth and eleventh centuries,
three were rival claimants to the title
of Caliph, in Baghdad, Cairo, and Cor-
doba. Since then, the Muslim world
‘has been politically fragmented, yet
these divisions did not prevent the
constant movement of people, goods,
and ideas” (pp. 72, 74).

Expansion of the Muslim World
from the 11% to the 17 Centuries: In
part-Il, Expansion, Tolan's book covers a
period of around seven (7) centuries, from
the 11 to the 17" centuries, in chapters
57. He contextualizes this period with the
developments and religio-political and
intellectual diversity—in fact “tremen-
dous diversity"—of the Muslim world,
a diversity that “grew in the following
centuries” as seen in the form of “the
arrival of invaders from the north: Turks,
‘Franks’ (European Christians who
arrived during the crusades), and Mon-
gols,” producing “iremendous upheaval
at the centre of the Muslim world” (p. 97).

With respect to the developments
taking place in the 14% century, a
period when “the world of Islam
stretched from Morocco to Sumatra
and from Mali to the banks of Volga”
(p. 116)—a “fascinating testimony™ of
which is provided by the Morocecan
traveler, Ibn Battuta, who traveled,
among others, from the “Tangiers to
Mecca and Baghdad”, the hub and
heart of the then Muslim world (pp.
119-124) and from “Africa to China”
(pp. 124-131) to Mali (pp. 131-133).
Tolan, thus, uses this “unique testi-
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mony to paint a portrait of the Muslim
world in the mid-fourteenth century in
allits richness and diversity” (p. 117).
Islam and Muslims vis-a-vis

ity and Modern C]

the Wahhabites, the French conquest of
Algeria, reforms and rivalries between
Egypt and the Ottoman empire, Qajar
Iran, Islam and statecraft in 19" century
Africa, and the Arab Cultural Renais-
sance (Nahda) in the 19" century. Simi-
larly, in the 9% chapter, it discusses the
themes and topics like “Wahhabites and
Muslim brothers from Arabia to Egypt
(1925-1949)” (pp. 200-204), “France and
Its Empire: Secularism at Home, Sec-
tarianism in the Colonies™ (pp. 204-207),
“Decolonization and Nationalism (1945
1967)" (pp. 207-216), and “The Emergence
of Political Islam” (pp. 216-221) The last
chapter, broadly divided into two main
themes, examines “the challenges posed
to Muslims by globalization and geopo-
litical crises” (p. 224; cf. pp. 224-233), fol-
lowed by a discussion on “Reform and
Debate in Islam™ (pp. 233-250), which
looks at “various forces for reform that
demonstrate the great diversity and
dynamism of Islam” in the 21* century
(p. 224). The major argument put forth
here is that while the 20" century saw
“the emergence of new forms of politi-
cal Islam; the twenty-first century has
seen struggles between various visions
of how to reconcile Islam aud politics™ (p.

be able to give readers an idea of the
great richness and diversity of Islam
throughout fifteen centuries of history
and on all continents” (p. 250).
Though one cannot agree with every-
thing Tolan describes or narrates, or the
ways he interprets historical events, one
cannot disagree with his perceptive style,
thematic arrangement, and embracing
and wrapping up all such breadth, diver-
sity, and complexity—socio-political,
religious, cultural, and intellectual—so
masterfully. Summing up fifteen cen-
turies in just 250 pages is a challenge
in itself, but Tolan has done a remark-
able job with such an accomplishment,
though it has its limitations and flaws,
which he graciously admits in the very
beginning: “This book is of course par-
tial and incomplete: I have chosen a few
examples to illustrate the complexity and
diversity of Muslim civilization” (p. xv).
In fact, a Muslim—and, by exten-
sion, any academic—can guestion the
useof theword “new” in the title of this
book, Islam: A New History. as it implic-
itly suggests that previous scholarship
on Islamic history is either outdated
or unauthentic and thus revised, cor-
rected, and authenticated by Tolan.

222). Moreover, Tolan hi;

others) the works and thoughts of al-
Banna (1920-2013) as one of the “sharpest
critics of the cult of traditional Islam”,
Indonesian Harun Nasution (1918-1998)
as a Muslim intellectual who sought to
“revive the spirit of rationalist theolo-
gy”, Muhammad Arkoun (1928-2010),as a
prominent Muslim intellectual of present
times (p. 239), and “Muslim feminists”
like Amina Wadud. He also discusses
“Muslim immigration to Western coun-
tries” and Islam in America/ Europe/
UK/ France, etc., arguing that “Islam in
Western ries is diverse” (p. 249).

and Issues: In Part-1ll, Modernities,
chapters 8-10 cover the period of the 18"
to the 21* centuries and focus on the
legacy of colonialism, modern decoloni-
zation, and its impact on Islam through-
out the world: chapter 8 covers topics like
British India, the dismemberment of the
Ottoman Empire, Egypt from Bonaparte
to Muhammad Ali, the emergence of

Tolan’s Book in Sum: In theintro-
duction, Tolan mentions that he is
writing “a new history of Islam”, but
not as a Muslim or a theologian, but
simply as a historian (p. xiv), and at
the end of this book, he wraps up as:
“I simply dare to hope that this little
book on the history of Islam written by
a historian who is not a Muslim will

. by attempting to cover the
entirety of Islamic history through
selected examples and illustrations,
Tolan may have “bitten off more than
he, or anyone, can chew.”

Despite these potential limita-
tions, and setting aside disagree-
ments, Tolan’s Islam: A New History
is a valuable resource for students
and scholar—though Muslim readers,
especially students, must approach
this book with caution and careful
consideration—offering comprehen-
sive coverage, insightful narration,
diverse perspectives, and rich annota-
tions that shed light on the diversity
and complexity of Islamic history.

Dr. Tauseef Ahmad Parray is an Associate
Professor in the Department of islamic
Studies at Aligorh Musfim University. He
previously served as an Assistant Professor
in the Higher Education Department, J&K.
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Memoirrow:
A question of answers

everal questions have been raised about the excerpts

from former Army chief General M M Naravane’s un-

published memoir, Four Stars of Destiny. There is
no clarity on why the book, submitted to the government
for review, is still awaiting clearance. The Leader of the
Opposition, Rahul Gandhi, was denied permission toquote
fromthebookinthe Lok Sabha. Eight MPswere suspended
from the House over the disruption that ensued. At the
centre of the controversy is the manner in which the book
captures an alleged conversation between the author and
the government’sleadershipin 2020 amid a Chineseincur-
sion on the LAC. According to the excerpts, Defence Min-
ister Rajnath Singh - after speaking with Prime Minister
NarendraModi-told the Army chief thatthe response can
beanentirely “military decision”: the General 1

TECHFORGOOD

Al canmake India’s
social security portable

The promise is of efficient
tracking, ensuring
contributions and benefits
can move with the worker
across districts and states

UTTAM PRAKASH, SRINIVAS JOSYULA
AND JAY VERDHAN TIWARI

Because India’s administrative sys-
tems have evolved in silos, shaped by
the legacy of scheme-specific delivery,
worker identities and contnbuuon his-

ployers, shaping inspections, enforce-
‘mentpriorities,and welfaredelivery. Na-
tional digital systems provide common
foundations thruugh shared ldenuf fiers

tories often reset as i move
across schemes or juri The

andi dards that allow

SPEAKOUT

Rahul Gandhi doesn’twant tospeak. Heis
onlyinterested in making false accusations,
defamingour country,
defamingourarmy, defaming
ourmartyrs, and bringing
disrepute to thiscountry.
Devendra Fadnavis, Maharashtra CM

Don't blame the messenger because
the message is unpleasant.

Ken Starr

momentnow calls for breaking this his-
torical baggage. Instruments such as
the Universal Account Number under
EPFO,already extendedinto platforms
like eSllram, prowde a foundation for

histo-
ries and totravel with the

\heoperationalisation of the Social
Security Code, followed by draft
rules placed in the public domain,

marks a Uearslatemenmhmem inhow

worker rather than remain confined
withininstitutional boundaries.
Seen this way, lhe nature of lhe chal-
ey

kforce.By  len, N‘h'ln es. |
kers, platfor it \! al protection.
and the unorgamsed Sector’ under asin-
k, the law re

lyasked to do whatever he deemed appropriate.

Ttisforthe governmenttoclarify the delayed go-ahead for
the book, written by a distinguished general. Ifit has found
some of the content objectionable, those concerns should
have been conveyed to the author. Former military lead-
ers and bureaucrats have written books centred on their
professional lives. Gen Naravane ———————
shouldnotbe denied that right with-
out reason. Rahul Gandhi has the
right to raise the matter, which s of
public interest, in the Lok Sabha.
The Speaker denied him permission
tospeak, citing rules that restricted
members from quoting material
not connected with the business of
the House. Butithas been observed
that members of the House could
quote from sources if they attest to
the authenticity of the quoted text.

Critically, there has been no offi-
cial word on the alleged conversa-
tionaround the military response. If the exchange did hap-
pen, it amounts to the leadership of the government,
including the Prime Minister and the Defence Minis-
ter, being evasive on a crucial decision relating to national
security. India’s military has always functioned under the
elected civiliangovernment, which holds the responsibility
to guide the military leadership on strategic matters. In a
democracy, any decision involving a conflict with another
country cannot be taken entirely on military considera-
tions. The Prime Minister should disclose whether the
conversation took place, and if it did not, Gen Naravane
should be held accountable for making the “allegation™
Calling Rahul Gandhi or others who demand a response
from the government anti-national aligns with a familiar
pattern of deflection and outrage. It only furthers political
interests and adds credence to questions regarding the
alleged political directions taken during a national crisis.

Amid a political
face-off, the
government's
silence

deepens
questions
onthe
controversial
excerpts

wori\ actually happens todayand places
theworker, not the contract, at the cen-
treof policy. Theintentisunambiguous.
Thetask nowisdelivery: converting this
opportunityintoprotection thatworkers
can see, access, and rely on.

Thescaleofthattaskisevident. Near-
ly 90% of India’s workforce continues
to operate in informal employment
arrangements. At thesame nme socml
security c
over the past decade, rising from about
19% of the population in 2014 to near-
ly 64% today, according to ILOSTAT’s
SDG indicators. In absolute terms, this
translates to roughly 94 crore benefi-
ciaries, placing Indiaamong the world’s
largest social security systems. These
figures point (o institutional capacuy
already ata

‘What gives this expansion its real

Unlike survey-based estimates, India’s

ial ; i g
ityar

in live administrative systems. Organi-

sationssuchas EPFOand ESIC process

e
<

workersacrossdistrictand state bound-
aries.In practice, thisstrengthens State
capacity without centralising control.

Proceed with caution

AL however,isnotashortcuttouniversal
social security. Earlier phases of digiti-
sanon uﬂ‘erclear lessons The firstisto
es. Allayered overunclear rulesorweak
datawillamplify existing inefficiencies.
Business process redesign, clarity in
rules,and data cleaning must therefore
comefirst. Thesecondlessonistheneed
to move beyond administrative silos,
since Al draws its value from patterns
acrosssystems.

Sequencing matters, Initial efforts
should focus on low-risk, high-impact
use cases such as cleaning registries,
clearing backlogs, detecting compli-
ance gaps, and reducing repetitive ad-
ministrative work. Once these basics
arein place, sandboxing offers a bridge
ﬁ'am deslgn toscale. Platlnnns suchas

perimen-
tation, allowmg solutions to be tested
and refined before wider deployment.

Trust remains the thread that holds
the system together. Fmployers need

The design imperative now is portabil-
ity: ensuring coverage, contributions,
and benefits move seamlessly with the
worker, withoutrepeated administrative
resets that raise transaction costs and
riskexclusion.

It is at this stage that artificial intel-
ligence becomes relevant as a govern-
z\ncempnhlllty Theva]ue of Al liesnotin

The

croresof ibution, and predic
benefit ydayacrosses-  social security admmlstranon already
blich ’ ey

sectors, gener-

predi ility. Workers and unions ex-
pect transparency. State governments
must see national systems as enabling
rather than intrusive. Al systems built
with shared dashboards, common
standards, and clear audit trails can
reduce discretion and strengthen trust
across stakeholders.

Atthe G20 in New Delhi, Prime Min-
isterNarendra Modiarticulatedabroad-
ervision of digital public infrastructure
and Al as tools for public good, aimed

atingreal-timerecordsof

at ing access, building trust

wages, and protection. Tugelher these
systems reflect how labour markets
function daily.

The availability of such live data
changes what policy delivery can re-
alistically aim for. When I

dataac
spells, \vagebases andcomnbumn th-

and State capacity. This
wsmn aligns with the Sustainable De-

toriesat

Goals on umversal socnal

TOBEPRECISE

IN PERSPECTIVE

Abrokentruce
inGaza

Unabated violence,

ed that crossings would open,
prices would fall, and attacks

aidrestrictions,andan would cease. The reality has
apatheticinternational been displacement with no

community render the
ceasefire ineffective
VISHAL R CHORADIYA
heannouncement of the
second phaseofthe Gaza

ceasefire agreement
arrives amidst a grim rmhty

substantive change. For peo-
ple who have endured years
of siege and bombardment,
political announcements feel
abstractand distantcompared
totheurgentdaily struggle for
survival. Trump's formation
of a so-called ‘Board of Peace’
to oversee subsequent phases
inspireslittle Lonf idencewhen

uuu
1

setagainst ience

When systems operate i
continuity breaks down as workers
move. When they are connected mtd»
ligently,

spells, wages, and contributions are
recorded in real time, social security
need not remain static; it can follow the
worker as circumstances change. This
is where the promise of the Social Se-
curity Code moves from legal design to
administrative possibility. That promise

Embedded into routine administra-
tion, AT can help identify employment
transitions, flag contribution lapses,
and highlight eligibility gaps before
exclusion occurs. It enables risk-based

decentwork,

cquahty ForIndia, these commitments
converge with the aspiration of Viksit
Bharat, where economic growth is
matched by inclusion.

TheSocial Security CodeoffersIndiaa
new promise, one that reflects how peo-
pleworktodayacrossjobs, platforms,and
states. Used well, Al can make govern-

ancenotj

cuson patternsrather than paperwork,

mane. Anchomdmmsumuuna]srrenmh

Bridging the
governance deficit

he Karnataka Regional Imbalances Redressal Com-
Tmittee‘ headed by economist M Govinda Rao, has

delivered adamningdiagnosis of the state’sdevelop-
ment model. After spending Rs 32,610 crore over 15 years
to correct regional disparities, Karnataka today has more
backward taluks than before - 177 out of 236. This is not
merely a policy failure; it is an indictment of political and
administrative incompetence. The disparities are stark
and indefensible. Bengaluru Urban’s per capita income
is nearly five times that of Kalaburagi. While the capital
boastsof prosperityand opportunity, vast swathes of North
Karnataka remain trapped in structural deprivation. The
state’s growth has been spectacular, the report notes, but
its benefits have been hoarded by a handful of districts.

This verdict is particularly embarrassing because Kar-
nataka is no stranger to expert advice. The Nanjundappa
Committeereportof 2002 had already mapped backward-
ness and proposed a Special Development Plan. Kalyana
Karnatakawas later granted constitutional backing under
Article 371J, promising equitable funding, institutional
focus, and reservations in education and employment.
Yet, two decades later, the Govinda Rao Committee finds
that backwardness has deepened.
The lusion is idable: in-
terventionsfailed notforashortage
of money orlegal cover, but for lack
of seriousness. Politicians across
parties havetreated regional devel-
opment as a slogan, not a mission.
Funds were channelled into visible
civil works that offered quick polit-
ical dividends. Human capital was
neglected. Schools without teach-
ers and hospitals without doctors
becamethenorm. Filling vacancies
or building local economic ecosys-
tems required sustained effortand
political courage; awarding con-
tracts required neither. The bureaucracy fared no better.
Developmentboards degenerated into spending agencies
with no strategic vision, little monitoring, and minimal
accountability.

Crucially, the Committee shifts the conversation from
expenditure to outcomes. Its proposed Rs-43,914 crore
outlay between 2026 and 203l istied to per capitaincome,
market access, skill development, and private invest-
ment - metrics that actually determine prosperity. It also
recognises a hard truth: the government alone cannot
deliver development. Regions must be enabled to attract
enterprise, retain talent, and build onlocal strengths. Kar-
nataka must discard symbolic spending and ceremonial
schemes, and confront the governance deficit that haskept
North Karnataka poor amid plenty. The report offers a
roadmap. Whatremains to be seeniswhether the political
class has thewill to follow it.

Regional
disparitiesin
Karnataka
warrantan
urgent switch

to outcome-
driven
development
models

must cnntend with lhc deﬁmng feature g n.

of labour market: mobility. Work- gpr . Used this Thaushowlndlacanshow thewnymdc—
inel, way, hens institutions rather  livering public policyatscale.

platform: d often th: mns:deth:m (Uttam is Regional Provident Fund

formsofwork with-
inasingleyear. A social security system
designedaround theworker, rather than
asingle employer or occupation, aligns
naturally with this reality.

I role for Al fits nat-
urally within India’s federal strueture.
Withlabour onthe Concurrent List, the
Union and states are delivery partners.
Slatesr i sttowor sand

Commussioner [Kochiand
Lakshadweep]: Srinivasis a faculty at
1IM Visakhapatnam; Jay is Scientist-E
atthe Ministry of Electronicsand
Information Technology)

RIGHT IN THEMIDDLE

Thereal dessertbythe River Seine

Crépe Suzette was the best,
even when watered-down

ARTHY MUTHANNA SINGH

hen we were growing up on a
tea plantation in the Nilgiris,
the one thing we really, really

looked forward to every day was des-
sert. Moreover, we were in boarding
school most of the year, which meant
that Food, with a capital F, was the
mostimportant thing in the world. So
at home, we were treated to a pletho-
ra of variety as far as the post-dinner
department was concerned by either
thebutler or my mother: mousses, pies,
meringue, homemade vanilla cream
madeoutofpurecream, etc. Infact,one
ofour butlersused tomake it especially
interesting by keeping dessertasecret.
The excitement on the table would be
almost palpable until he arrived after
we had consumed the main meal and,

with a flourish, voila, presented the
dessert-of-the-day to us. Maybe it was
my boarding school palate, but he was
Cordon Bleu chef material tome.

One of the most intriguing, yet deli-
cious, desserts that my mother would
make was crépe Suzette, the spelling
and pronunciation of which 1 only fig-
ured outmany yearslater whenIchose
tostudy French.

But what had brought this dessert
to the top of my otherwise poor mem-
ory was watching the Paris Olympics.
Suddenly, crépe Suzette came to mind.
I remembered my only visit to Paris,
which had been more than enough for
the fascinating city to jump right up to
the top of my list of favourite cities. My
local hostess had insisted on taking me
toa famous old créperve on Ile St Louis
ontheRiverSeine. Atthe créperie, I was
pleasantlysurprised tolearn thatevery
smglecourseof[hccnnremgal had the
crépeasits bdse. with fillings thatvaried
fromh: ggs. And

what did the meal end with? Crépe Su-
zette, of course.

Apparently therearedifferent views
on how this particular crépe acquired
itsrather exotic name. My hostess said
thatone theorywas thata chefwho had
ruined atraditional dessertand had no
time to make another one served the
‘ruined’ dessert to the king, who loved
it so much that it was named after a
pretty French girl who was present at
that particular meal. Another theory
was that it was named after a famous
actr 1 nan
Whatever the real reason, it tasted dif-
ferent. It was very tasty but definitely
different from what I'd had until then
athome. And then it hit me. No Grand
Marnier (supposed to have aquarterof
acup), no cognac! We had been served
the watered-down version earlier be-
cause ‘children cannot have alcohol!”
And in Paris, I finally had had the real
thing. What dld Ido?Icalled mymother

upto

LETTERS TOTHEEDITOR
Trade should strengthen competitiveness

Irefer to ‘US trade deal almost done; agri, dairy interests
safe, says Goyal' (Feb4). The government’s assurance
that sensitive sectors like agriculture and dairy will be
protected is reassuring, especially given the vulnerability
of millions of small farmers to global price fluctuations.
Any trade agreement with the US should be evaluated
based on enforceable safeguards, not just intent. Tariff

tions with

marine products, but past experience shows gains are of-
ten uneven. Concessions made today can have long-term
implications for food security, rural livelihoods, and do-
mestic industry. Indlas reluctance to link trade negotia-

However,

| pressuresis

trade liberalisation should strengthen competitiveness
without compromising strategic and social priorities.

reductions may boost exports in textiles, electronics,and KV Chandramouli, Mysuru

SCshould set example

Apropos ‘Reserving judgment for
months is an ailment: SC’ (Feb 4),
the apex court’s observation is com-
mendable but lacks enforcement.
Itserves as an advisory rather than
adirection. As the highest court, it
seems to hesitate on this issue, to the
detriment of anxious litigants, Some-
times, a case outlives the term of
culpable bureaucrats, police officers,
or other functionaries, making fur-
ther appeals futile. The apex court

should set an example by pronounc-
ing judgments within a reasonable
time. Delaying verdicts, as the court
itselfacknowledges, is a bane of the
Jjudicial system, and it is up to the
court to address this issue.

TV Pandarinath Naidu, Kudige

Remarkin poor taste
Apropos ‘Modi has final-

atamoment of great significance

for the economy. Trade negotiations
are exercises in protecting national
interest, not personal triumphs.

India resisted US President Donald
Trump’s pressure for a coercive deal,
ensuring strategic sectors and domes-
ticindustry were not compromised.

N Sadhasiva Reddy, Bengaluru

divorced fmm accountabil-
ity. Since the ceasefire com-
menced in October 2025,
Israel has killed over 509 Pal-
estinians and injured more
than 1,350 in Gaza. These
figures represent systematic
violations of a truce that was
never intended to bring genu-
inerelief.

The pattern of Israell con-
duct suggests a

violence.

Trumps vision for Gaza's
security and redevelopment
represents a continuation of
thesettler-colonial project that
has dispossessed Palestinians
for decades. The proposed
International Stabilisation
Force, coordinating with Is-
rael and Egypt while training
Palestinian police, threatensto
replicate thesecurity coordina-

strategy: exploiting the formal
architectureof peacetocontin-
ueagenocidal campaignwhile
the international community
looks away, distracted by geo-
political rurmoil and shifting
globalattention.

The first phase of the cease-
fire delivered virtually none of
its stated objectives. Israel’s
military continues to extend
beyond the agreed “yellow
line™. Aid deliveries have con-
sistently fallen short of the
agreed 600 trucks daily, fre-
quently delivering less than
half that number. The Rafah
crossing, a critical lifeline for
humanitarianaccessand med-
cal evacuations, remained
sealed untillate January. Israel
continuesto ban international
or

apartheid inthe West Bank.
After more than two years
of assault that saw the killing
of at least 71,662 Palestinians,
UN experts have warned that
peaceinitiativesallowing Isra-
el to retain militarised control
over Gazawill notend occupa-
tion butentrenchit. Theinter-
national community’s com-
plicity through silence proves
damning. States that recently
made declarations about rec-
ognising Palestinian statehood
have offered no meaningful
response toIsrael’sviolations.

Rhetorictorealintent

Violence in the occupied West
Bank continues to escalate
as armed Israeli settlers and
snld-ers intensify assaults on
civilians. The Is-

maintaining its stranglehold
over who can assist Palestin-
ians and what can enter the
besieged territory.
Thesefactsshatteranyclaim
to diplomatic achievement.
TheInternational Courtof Jus-
tice (ICJ) has established that
humanitarian aid must not be
conditioned, yetIsrael persists
in weaponising accesstofood,
water, and medical supplies.
Hospitalsremainonly partially
functional, lacking the equip-
mentandresourcesnecessary
for full operation. For Gaza’s
residents, the distinction be-
tween war and ceasefire has
collapsed. The violence has
simply acquired a dlfferem la-
bel while the killi

neh Parliamentadvances leg-
islation to extend sovereignty
over parts of the West Bank in
clearviolation of international
law. Israel has instrumental-
ised the ceasefire agreement
tocontinueitsbrutal campaign
under a veneer of diplomatic
engagement. The announce-
ment of the second phase sus-
tains this fiction while killing,
starvation, and dispossession
proceed uninterrupted.
ThelCJ has ordered the dis-
mantlementoflsrael’soccupa-
tion.Implementation of thisad-
visory opinion is long overdue.
Member-statesmustacttoend
systematicviolationsofinterna-
tionallawinoccupied Palestine.

United Nanonsexper!sh'\ve
warned thatlsrael’

Thisreq;
tacks against civilians, uncon-
ditional I itarian access

violations threaten the fragile
truce, yet their calls for imme-
diate cessation of attacks and
unhindered aid delivery have
been ignored. The interna-
tional community’s failure to
enforce compliance reveals
the performative nature of
theseagreements.

Israel retains comprehen-
sive control over the pace and

through all crossings, Israeli
withdrawal, including disman-
tlementofmilitarysitesbeyond
agreedlines,andaccountability
forwar crimes.
Thefragiletrucein Gazawill
remain meaningless without
enforcementmechanismsthat
compel Israeli compliance.
Palestinians deserve security,
sovereignty, and justice. The

scope of all d in
Gaza. This dynamic ensures
that any progress remains
contingenton sraeli appruval

international
move beyond hollow rhemnc
toaction thatupholdsinterna-
tional law and human rights.

transfor
processes into instruments of
occupation. Even rebuilding
efforts serve to consolidate
control rather than restore

Our readers are welcome to email letters to:

ly: Cong’ (Feb 3), Congress leader
Jairam Ramesh’s remark is in poor
taste and reflects political negativity

letters

Palesnmxns inGazaexpress
ism while the pmmnses

emailed - nat = will
All letters must carry the sender’s postal
address and phone number.

of the first phase remain un-
fulfilled. Residents anticipat-

Anything less Pal-
estinians to continued suffer-
ing while Israel exploits the
language of peace to advance
a genocidal agenda that must
beurgently resisted.

(The writer is an assistant
professorwiththe Department
of Professional Studies, Christ
University, Bengaluru)



DECCANHERALD
Thursday
February 5, 2026

PANORAMA

Brahmin ‘disillusionment’ in UP triggers uneasein BJP

GDATELINE

en Uttar Pradesh Deputy Chief
Minister and senior BJP lcader
Keshav Prasad Maur

the police had acted on theinstructions of
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath and said
the fight today was between as/i (real) and
nakli(fake) Hindus.

Several Brahmin organisations came
out in support of the Shankaracharya
and demanded an apology from the state
government. “The UP government should

oo e daand

to Swami Avimukteshwarananda, the
Shankaracharya of the Jyotish Peeth, to
calm hisanger following alleged mistreat-
mentof his disciples—including Brahmin
batuks (children receiving Vedic educa-
tion)—by the police at the Magh Mela (an
annualritual on the banksof the Ganga), it
signalled the prevailing unease within the
saffron party over perceived resentment
in the Brahmin community in the state.
Videos purportedly showing policemen
puqhmg and shnvmg :ar{hus and batuks,
karachar
adharna in protest, went viral on social
media, triggeringangeramong Brahmins.
Avimuktehswarananda claimed that

o
punish those who misbehaved with his
disciples,”said Man Mohan Sharma, presi-
dentoftheAllIndia Brahmin Mahasabha's
Um\rakhand unit.

ingitwould “advance”the cause of Hindut-
va. Atthe 2019 Kumbh Dharm Sansad as
well, seers had demanded the scrapping
of Article 370 and the announcement of
adate for the commencement of the Ram
temple construction in Ayodhya.

While saints and seers appeared divid-
ed over the Shankaracharya’s protest,
a senior state administrative service
official, Alankar Agnihotri—a Brahmin
and then city magistrate of Bareilly—re-
slgned descnhlng the state government

d

humiliating,” he wrote.

Agnihotri said the incident, a mat-
ter of grave concern, reflected an anti-
Brahmin mindset within the administra-
tion and government. “Sadly, those who
claim to represent the Brahmins are si-

the mecnng. howevcr chose to publicly
the | are

GST commissioner, who resigned in sup-
port of Adi h. While Agnihotri was

idered zuid d inSanatan

led, no action was taken against
Singh, aThakur

dle-deval

rradmnns W'nel ever the Bralunms gath-
er, there is d onk and
reason thax %trcngthens Hindu |denmy

lent,"headded. Healsosl. d the BJP
overtheincident.

These developments come close on
the heels of a meeting of the Brahmin
MLAs of the BJP to discuss what they
termed the “marginalisation” of their

and p against

Larger heringson the bank
ofthe Ganga andat the Sangam—the con-
fluence of the Ganga, Yamuna and the
mythical Saraswati at Prayagraj—have
historically witnessed gatherings such as
Dharm Sansad, where decisions pertain-
ing to Hinduism and politics have often
beenarticulated by seers.

At the Kumbh Dharm Sansad in 2013,
the Vishwa Hindu Parishad had demanded
the projection of Narendra Modi as the
BJP’s prime ministerial candidate, claim-

thc alleged iliation’ of /
warananda.

Inhisresignation letter, Agnihotrisaid
the manner in which the Shankarachar-
ya's disciples—including young boys and
elderly men—were beaten by the police
hasdeeply hurthim. “They were dragged
by their shikha (choti, which, for the
Brahmins and other Hindus, is a sa-
cred tuft of hair kept at the crown of the
head symbolising devotion and adher-
ence to Vedic traditions). This was very

in UP’selectoral politics. Some
MLASs reportedly said their community
mcmbens were being “msulled and r.har
outinelyignored their
concerns. Theystressed theneed for Brah-
min legislators to be more “assertive” in
state politics,
Alarmed by the meeting, state BJP
presxdem Panl\aj Chaudhary wamcd the

1ng,s sayingsuch actionswould beviewed
as “indiscipline”.
At least one MLA who had attended

Afeud between Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates is reshaping conflicts
and alliances across the Middle East and Africa

VIVIAN NEREIM

or years, Saudi Arabia and the

United Arab Emirates opted

toresolve their disagreements

andborderdisputes quietly, be-

hind thescenes. Now itappears

asifa dam has burst, with the
consequences rippling across the region
and beyond.

The rupture between the two powerful
and oil-rich neighbours, both of which
have cultivated vast global influence, has
the potential to move markets and exac-
erbatewars.

Nowhere s that clearer than in Yemen,
wherean Emirati-backed separatist group
led a failed offensive in December to seize
control of the country’s south, a region
located along crucial global trade routes,
Saudi officials have pushed back forceful-
ly, wresting influence from the Emirates
and declaring that the kingdom alone will
take responsibility for Yemen's future.

“Thisisn’ta tactical disagreement,” said
H A Hellyer, a senior associate fellow at
the Royal United Services Institute in Lon-
don.“It'sastrategicsplitover whatstability
meansinthe Middle East.™

Analysts say the tensions are spreading
toother countriesin the region, where the
rift could worsen raging conflicts and frac-
ture fragilealliances.

Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman,
the de facto ruler of Saudi Arabia, and
Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed, the rulerof
the United Arab Emirates, have long been
viewed as natural partners by their allies
in Washington. In 2015, their countries
teamed up in Yemen, mounting a disas-
trous military intervention to beat back
rebels who had taken over the capital.

Inrecentyears, they have diverged, sup-
porting opposing groups in Sudan’s civil
war, pursuing differing oil policies and en-
tering intoa heated economic rivalry.

Beforethe confrontationin Yemen, the
Emiratiand Saudi governments had pub-
licly maintained a facade of brotherhood
and cordiality, builton cultural and tribal
ties. Over the span of a few weeks, those
niceties have descended into an ugly war
of words,

Saudi commentators and state-owned
media platforms now display open con-
tempt for the Emirates, accusing decision
makers inthe capnal Abu Dhabi, of sced-
pporting
armed militias m Ysmcn and Sudan, They
say that Emirati ambitions have become
grandiose, and thatitis time to cut the tiny

of arecent car-b

b attacki

Yemen. REUTERS

ASaudi-UAErupture
echoes beyond the Gulf

theless issued a firm denial of the accusa-
tions made in the recent four, saying ina

put emphasis on the word “if,” appearing
tounderscore the level of distrust between

actions”by the Emirati government.
Wherever the two Gulf powers stand

thattheywere “not theirtwo governments. behind oppﬂsmg sides, tensions are likely
evidence” and were part of an “organiz The Emir d did torise,
g i d: the fthe notrespondtorequests for comment. “We are bracing for the impact,”
Emimli state.” So far, the Trump ndmnmstranon has said Alan Boswell, Horn of Africa pro-
the Emii idthesalaries  shownr 10 Bothcoun- ject director for the International Cnslb
of some Yemeni fighters, butSaudi Arabia triesare key hichMr. Trump  Group, ar

has now pledged to cover salary payments
for all Yemeni government employees,
civilian and military, for the foreseeable
future. That is a financial commitment
of more than $1 billion per year, accord-
ing to two Yemeni officials briefed on the
plan, who spoke on lhe condmon ofano—
di 1

hopes to win support for his Middle East
policies, and both have nurtured business
ties withthe president’s family.

As the crisis deepens, Saudi Arabia is
moving aggressively to counter Emirati
interests, analysts say.

“As Riyadh seesit, trust with Abu Dhabi

nymity havenotbeen
made public.

Emirati officials have consistently de-
med financing orarming regional militias,
ing in Sudan, despite extensive evi-

countrydown to sl/e

Inturn, Ei bleth audhi
Arabiaisbeh likead ing “big
brother.”

InJanuary, thewarof narratives escalat-

to past evidence of Emirati human rights
wolanons bnngmgjournallsm toYemento

dence to the contrary. They have only spo-
ken of the split with the Saudis in oblique
terms. “The E,mu-ates has been the target

has been exh ,” said Salman al-An-
sari, a Saudi political analyst. “Words and
reassurances no longer matter.”

Analysts say the conflict will most likely
playout next |nthe Hornof. Amca, thewar-

rcmlvmgglobalcnnﬂlcts. “Weexpectthis
to escalate the war in Sudan and further
divide Somalia."

Farther afield, Saudi Arabia is report-
edly seeking toseal atrilateral mutual de-
fence deal with Pakistan and Turkey. As
news of that pactspread, Sheikh Moham-
med, the Emirati ruler, madeawhirlwind
trip to India — Pakistan’s nuclear-armed
rival — and signalled his intent to secure
his own mutual defence deal there.

Thelast timethe Gulfwassplitby a crisis

tornregion from
the Arabian Peninsula.
InSudan, thetwo countrieshave backed

of an unpr ented media
Anwar Gargash, a senior Emirati offi-

local official

said were once Emirati-runsecret prisons.

The officials running the tour — repre-

ives of Yemen's inter rec-

ognized and Saudi-backed government

—said the Emirates had held and tortured
Yemenisin those facilities.

None of the accusations were new:

A United Nations panel of experts deter-

mined severalyearsagothat Emiratiforces

in Yemen were responsible for extrajudi-

cial d ions, enforced di ance

cial, said at ference lastweek. “Differ-
ingopinionsare normal. What’snotnormal
iswickednessinadispute.”

Inanews briefing on Jan. 26, Saudi Ara-

lationship with the Emirateswas “critically
important,”but highlighteda“difference of
view" in Yemen, noting that the Emirates
had “decided toleave” the country.

“Ifthat indeed is the case, and the UAE
has cnmpletely lefttheissueof Yemen,"said

and torture.
The Emirati Defence Ministry never-

r, Prince Faisal bin Farhan, lhen
that “building block™to keepi

idesinabrutal civil war, withthe

ofthi i wasin 2017, when Saudi
Arabia and the Emirates joined forces to
isolate Qatar, presentingalistof demands
tothe Qatari government.

Ei nga ygroup

cal]edlheRamd SuppurtForces and Saudi
Arabia backing the Sudanese military. In
November, the Saudi crown prince urged
the Trump administration to broker
a peace deal in Sudan, intensifying an
international spotlight on the Emirates’
conduct there.
AndinSomalia, where Saudi Arabiahas
been a firm backer of the central govern-
ment, the Emirates has cultivated deep ties
to a breakaway region called Somaliland.
On January 12, Somalia announced that it
"ithadwiththe

the Saudi-Emirati mlanonshm strong. He

Emirates, citing “hostile and destabilising

said Mohammed Baharoon, head of
B'huth, a research centre in the Emirati
city Dubai. Thereisadangerousambiguity
to the currentrift, hesaid.

The split with Qatar eventually ended
withadiplomatic summitin 2021.

The Saudi-Emiratiriftcould bemended
too, Mr. Baharoon said. Butitmight leave
ascar, hesaid,

“How bad is the scar— what does it re-
mindyouofwhenyoulook in the mirror?”
he asked. “That is something else that we
will have to think about inthe future.”
The New York Times

notdivideit,"BJP
lawmaker Panchananda Pathak said in a
poston X (formerly Twitter).
Lucknuw based media analyst Sharat
cunhappy with
the BIP. “It seems the BJP has taken the
Brahmin support for granted. It thinks
the Brahmins have nowhere else to go,”
Pradhantold DH.
“Brahmins may not be numerically
strong (around 10%of the el ate), but

almostall
leaders,around halfadozen, whoresigned
fromthe BJPin protestagainstthe UGC’s
Promotion of Equity in Higher Education-
al Institutions Regulations were from the
Brahmin community.

While thestate BIP leadersdismissany
resentment within the Brahmin commu-
nity, rival parties such as the Samajwadi
Party, Congress and the BSP have already
begun efforts to woo the community.

Brahmins can influence the outcnmc
in60-70 b

theyareinfluential,” he added.
Anozherana[ys: polnwd o whuhe de-
scribed ! dby
the government in dmllng with resigna-
tions by two senior officials: Alankar Ag-
nihotri, who resigned in protest against
the “humiliation” of Brahmins, and
Prashant Kumar Singh, Ayodhya deputy

tricts, mainly in the eastern, central zmd
Bundelkhand regions. In the 2007 As-
sembly polls, the community had backed
the BSP under Mayawati. Since 2014,
however, Brahmins have formed a core
BJP support base—and any shift in their
supportcould theparty’s
electoral prospects.

More thanmedals

MALATHI RENATI

risingtide liftsall boats! The
water levels are evidently
isingin Indian sport. With

the CommonwealthGames 2030
in our kitty, and the strong polit-
ical narrative to host the Olym-
pics, the spotlighr is ﬁrmly on
India asa “sporting nation”. Can
we strike while (he lmn s hot? By

equipment, and competition
exposure. With sport being a
state subject, some of the early
movers were Odisha, Andhra
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, and Miz-
oram. Encouragingly, the recent
National Sports Policy (NSP2025)
hasexplicitly identified PwDasa
prioritygroup. Followingsuit, the
National Sports Governance Act
2025 provides statutory recog-

fast-tr

nitionand of national

ty under In

inour para-sport ecosysrem and
addressing deficiencies in infra-
structure, economic opportuni-
ty.andsocial support for Persons
with Disabilities (PwD)?

The 2011 census reveals
around 2.2% are PwD, ~26 mil-
lionIndians. Recentindependent
surveysarguethereal prevalence
ismuch higherat~8%. Thereare
21 specific calegones of disabili-
s Right of Persons
with Disabilities (RPwD) Act,
2016, includinglocomotor, visual,
hearing, and speech disabilities.
The introduction of the Unique
1D for PwDs (ID UDID) in 2016
helps create a national database
and improve access to schemes.
Yet systemic gaps persist. Un-
dercounting distorts resource
allocation; public infrastructure
remains largelyinaccessible,and
stigma continues to limit social
and economic participation.

Today, I

sports bodies, including the Na-
tional Paralympic Committee.
Another gamechanger was the
2007 IPC classification, which
groups para-athletes by their
functional impact rather than
their medical condition, creating
alevel playing field.

The results were evident. In-
dia’s Paralympic contingent grew
to 54 in Tokyo 2020 and 80+ in
Paris 2024. India won a record
29 medals at Paris, with Sheetal
Devi, Avani Lekhara, and Sumit
Antil showcasing their prowess.
Yet, this success rests on a long
and arduous journey paved by
a few trailblazers like Joginder
Singh (athletics - three medals,
1984), Deepa Malik (shotput -
first woman medallist, 2016),
and Mariyappan Thangavelu
(high jump, 2016, 2020, 2024),
the enduring torch-bearers of
parasportin India.

Thoeli

million Pst humnlynhandfu]
gel the opport lunlty to reamre in

i S
ofhope, butthe marketsand soci-
uvlag on mulnple fronts:

and sup-
llLeSAI NCOEs TOPSandKhe- ply chams PwDs require cus-
tomised Imported

mentof Personswith D

The recent Union Budget 2026-
27 allocated Rs 1,669.72 crore to
the Department of Empower—

units can cost up to Rs 50 lakh,
out of reach for the majority.
There is scope for the markets
to ride the of At-

il

forthespor

(DEPwD),a30%increase,and Rs
500 crore has been earmarked

manirbhar Bharat, Vocal for
anal .md Vlksn Bharat to scale
ingsec- :

sisted sports devices.

likant Petkarwon

tor,including forresearch, which
should be leveraged to make as-

Para sport itself is a relatively
new entrant, introduced only in
the 1960 Olympic Games. India
senther firsteontingentof 10 par-
athletes to the 1968 games. Mur-

ring and
encourage R&D. Due to lack
of awareness, rental models
or para-specific e-commerce
have not evolved. Funding:
Financial support is critical, es-
pecially since parasport equip-
ment/infrastructure often
costs more tha.n its abl&bodled

letes Devendra Jhajhari

(50m freestyle)in1972. Butitwas
notuntil the early 2000s that we
started seeing the Overton Win-
dow stretch and policy attention
slowly embrace this minority
group through disability welfare
and sport-linked rehabilitation
programmes. India has largely
been a nation of hero worship-
pers;sportisnodifferent. Parath-
dis

S|
can infuse the much-needed
shot in the arm. Para-leagues
should function alongside their
mainstream leagues as is done
inall quadrennial global events.
Infrastructureaccess: Around
70% of PwDs reside in rural In-
dia, but the few facilities avail-
able are largely urban-centric.
Talent pipeline and coaching:
Mass participation isstill a pipe-

andRajinder Singh (powerlifting)
became overnight celebrities
with their wins at Athens 2004.
State-sponsored cash awards, in-

dream. Coach certification is
none)dslenLThe‘pily'naJTaLive
and stigma that society voices
connnue to bea barrler espe-

infrastruc-
ture support for elite success fol-
lowed, though mass participation
and community sport remained

uauyuu girls/di:

This is a rare opportunity to
leapfrog support for PwD. Mar-
kets will respond when sncu:ry

largelyneglected. Str

leads, when

ganised

mentum followed when TOPS
included para-sports in 2020
and Khelo India in 2023, bring-
ing para-athletes into a more or-
of coaching,

reotypesandchooseinclusion by
default, not by exception.

(The writer is the head of the
Policy School, The Takshashila
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50 YEARS AGO: FEBRUARY 1976

Over 1,000 perishin
Guatemalaquake

Guatemala City, Feb. 4.
More than 1,000 peuplewere killedina

25 YEARS AGO: FEBRUARY 2001
PM setsup team to probe
killing of Sikhs in Kashmir

New Delhi, Feb 4
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee

seri
this Central American capital early today,
it was officially announced. Bogota’s
Radio Caracol quoted the Guatemala
Radio as saying inan emergency broad-
castthatal;

Ly athree-member team to
visit Jammu and Kashmir in the wake of
killings of six Sikhsin Srinagar on Sat-
urday. The team will comprise Minister:
of State for Civil Aviation Chaman Lal
Gupta, Minister of State for Chemical

been destroyed and over 1500 people
wereinjured. In Uppsala, Prof. Marcus
Baath, Director of the observatory, said
the earthquake was registered at 09-14
GMT (2.441ST), witha force of 7.3 on the
Richter Scale.

and Femllser S8 Dhmdsa and N:monal
= % y

lochan Singh. Six Sikhs were killed and
eightother including awoman, injured
when unidentified armed youths fired

indiscriminatelyinthe valley on Saturday.

OASIS | NAJIB SHAH

In the context of religious beliefs,
rituals play an even more important
role. They createa feeling of com-
munity, of togetherness, and help us
appreciate the very presence of
the Almighty. So, when we
bow, join our hands, kneel,
and genuflect in prayer,
we often tend to forget the
purpose for which these
acts are being done. Even
as we mutter our sacred
texts, therituals become

day we gave our

less motions. Ifwe

celebration.

whichresolves to secure for each of us
justice, liberty, equality and fraternity?
Ifnot, itbecomesaroutine, ritualistic

mility, solemnity and concentration,
they take on a different meaning.

Reverence, for we are after all pray-

approach rituals with reverence, hu-

ing to the Almighty, a fact we should

never lose sight of. We are praying in
adivine presence, who we believe is
the Creator. Humility to acknowledge
that you are what you are because
of God’s grace. Solemnity isa
given once youaccept, and
only when you accept, that
you arein the presence of
a higher power. All these

~reverence, humilityand

solemnity-helpin concen-

Vtraling on our prayers, Rituals

then take on a different meaning, as
do prayers.

Thereis an Islamic concept which
defines this best: it is the concept of
taqwa. This word loosely translates to

Rituals are more than hollow gestures

itualsareimportantin life. They
help youstay focused and bring
wareness. Even a champion

tennis player like Nadal went through
multiple rituals-from adjusting his
clothes to placing his water bottles
inaspecific pattern to entering and
exiting the court by stepping with his
rightfoot. The problem is that when
done mindlessly, rituals ceasetobea
meanstotheend. Forinstance,asa
country, do we realise the enormous
i ofthe Repubhc Day the

mean ‘God-consciousness’ or ‘piety’.
‘What this in effect would suggest is
that you are cognisant of the presence
of God. And once you do that, you can
never do consciously any wrong - be
itin prayer, or social or commer-

cial dealings, in your daily routine.
Which child does any mischiefin the
presence of her teacher? The critical
difference here being that God is
omnipresent - which means that you
will not do any wrong even when there
is no minder.

So, approach rituals with an under-
standing and seriousness that they
demand - make them meaningful.
And in case they have ceased to serve
any purpose, abandon them.



INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

EXECUTION WILL
DECIDE THE FATE OF
INDIA-US. TRADE TRUCE

HE announcement of an India-US trade deal and a sharp
cut in American tariffs has delivered a timely boost to mar-
kets and exporters. After nearly a year of bruising trade
tensions that pushed bilateral ties to their weakest point
in two decades, the political signal to reset economic rela-
tions is significant. For India, the US remains its largest export
destination, making a prolonged confrontation costly While
diversification is both necessary and desirable, shifting export
dependence away from the US at scale is a long-term endeavour,
not a viable near-term alternative to stabilising trade flows.
Against this backdrop, President Donald Trump’s declaration on
social media that tariffs on Indian goods would be cut from 50 per-
centto18 percentassumesimportance. Theearlierlevel wasamong
the highest imposed by the US on any major trading partner, and
its rollback can offer immediate relief to labour-intensive sectors
that have been under severe pressure. Textile, leather; footwearand
engineering goods companies have already responded positively:
At the same time, the unconventional mode of announcement
and theabsence of detailed documentation leave important ques-
tions unanswered. While sharing details from the Indian side,
Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal was deliberately cautious,
signalling that discussions are in the “final stages™ and specifics
would be shared soon. This contrast need not reflect disagree-
ment, but may simply point to differing negotiating styles.
Clarity is essential on both the structure of the deal and India’s
energy commitments, Claims that India will halt Russian oil im-
portsand pivot to American and Venezuelan crude remain uncon-
firmed. With Russian oil accounting for a substantial share of
India’s imports, and alternatives posing cost, logisticsand refining
challenges, any shift would have to be gradual and pragmatic. Rus-
sia is also India’s most reliable veto-holder at the UN; unsettling
Moscow would carry diplomatic costs that cannot be ignored.
Equally important is reciprocity. While the governmenthas =~ %
assured protection for sensitive agricultural and dairy sectors,
details on tariff concessions, investment pledges and purchase
commitments are still awaited. Such caution is justified. Trade
agreements of this scale require precision and balance, not
haste. Seen in this perspective, the deal offers a constructive
pause after a difficult phase. Combined with the India-EU
trade pact and targeted support announced in the Union Budg-
et, lower US tariffs could improve India’s competitivenessand ~ *
help anchor a more stable trade framework that balances eco-  *
nomic gains with strategic autonomy. %

BOTTOM-UP EFFORT, IRON
WILLKEY TO CURBPLASTICS

study published in Lancet Planetary Health has warned of
plastic pollution’s effects doubling by 2040. India, the world’s
most populated country, has been estimated to contribute ~ ©
about 20 percent of global plasticemissions. This can increase
the country’s health burden, worsen aquatic contamination,
contribute to climate change and damage terrestrial ecosystems.
While India annually generates about 93 lakh tonnes of plastic
waste, the biggest culprits in the emission trail have been primary %
plastic producers, unmanaged waste, poor collection segregation %
and disposal, open burning and widespread lack of awareness. Of
the bulk plastic waste, about 58 lakh tonnes are burned and the
rest re-enters the environment as waste, causing extensive land
and water pollution, It is estimated that half of this consists of
single-use plastics—packaging, water bottles and sachets—while
only about 12 percent is recycled and 70 percent dumped in land-
fills or is strewn around. About 80 percent of marine pollution is
caused by plastic, which releases toxic chemicals like bisphenol
A and antimony: It breaks down into microplastics, entering the
food chain, soil and water, reducing soil fertility, inhibiting plant &
growth and affecting the crucial process of photosynthesis. g
Plasticseverely impacts human health throughout itslifecycle,  ©
causing diseases, developmental issues and chronic conditions
due to toxic exposure. Accumulation of chemicalslike bisphenol
A, phthalates and polyfluoroalkyl substances in the human body
through ingestion or inhalation is linked to cancers, infertility,
diabetes, immune suppression and cardiovascular diseases. In- -
dia's disease burden linked to plastic-associated chemicalsin 2025 &
alone was estimated at a staggering 25,000 crore in terms of
healthcare expenses, productivity loss and premature deaths.
This calls for urgent attention from the central and state govern- ¢
ments in mitigating the threat and minimising its impact on the
country’s environment and public health. India’s Plastic Waste
Rules, 2016 wa ded seven times to tighten the
regulations curbing plastic pollution. The India Plastics Pact of
2021, anchored by the Confederation of Indian Industry, aimed at
creating a circular economy for plastics, eliminating unnecessary
use, promoting reusability and recyclability, and strengthening
waste management. But widespread lack of public awareness has
blunted the efforts. India needs a bottom-up effort to ensure that the
country’s future is not compromised by this growing scourge.

< < <=
A CASE AGAINST Al

T’S not just lazy students who are taking ill-advised shortcuts

that artificial intelligence tools offer. This week, a district

court judge in the US state of Kansas sanctioned and fined
five attorneys for citing fabricated cases, quoting non-existent
jurisprudence and misstating laws using Al for a filing. For an
extra helping of irony, the lawyers were appealing against an
alleged patent infringement. Lead drafter Sandeep Seth of-
fered the excuse of a family medical emergency for using Chat-
GPT. Filing documents without reasonable investigation into
their legal validity is considered a professional misconduct in
India, too. While the Supreme Court has been rightly leading
the effort to bring Indian judiciary into the digital age, like
universities, it might want to institute clear procedures to
screen for inadmissible Al-generated content.

HE sharing of the divisible
pool of taxes between the
Union government and
states is a zero-sum game—
if the Union gets even a bit
more, the states would get
that much less; within the
states’ share, if one gets more, others
would get less. Hence the formula for
the sharing or devolution is extreme-
ly consequential.

Every five years, the Union Finance
Commission (FC), a constitutionally
mandated body, decides how this pool,
which includes the income tax we pay,
is divided. The 16th FC, whose report
was tabled in Parliament along with
the Union Budget, has decided that for
the period 2026-31, the states will get
41 percent—the same as what the 15th
FC recommended and slightly lower
than the 14th FC’s 42 percent, which
had raised the states’ share substan-
tially from 32 percent.

The question is how this 41 percent
will be distributed between the states.
Given the contentious stakes, every state
advocates its own formula for determi-
nation of the share. Let’s see who the lat-
est Union FC’s formula helps more.

One important criterion used by suc-
cessive FCs to arrive at the states’ indi-
vidual shares is income distance. This
ensures that the richer states get small-
er shares of the pie. Understandably,
the states that had a higher per-capita
income were of the view that, as en-
gines of growth for the Indian econo-
my, they deserve a larger portion.

The 16th FC reduced the weight giv-
en to the income distance from 45 per-
cent awarded by the 15th FC to 42.5 per-
cent. It also reduced the weight given to
the area of the state from 15 percent to
10 percent, but increased the weight
given to the population from 15 percent
to17.5 percent. Other than the increase
in the population weight, the other two
changes would work in favour of most
southern states (except Karnataka),
since they are smaller.

Ahigher weight to population benefits
the likes Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and Ma-
harashtra, whereas a lower weight to
area does not help Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh and Maharashtra. For Mahar-
ashtra, as long as the population and
area are given an adequate weight, it
works in its favour. The combined weight
for population and area was 30 percent
in the index developed by 15th FC, while
it's given 27.5 percent by the 16th FC.
Forest cover was given a weight of 10
percent by both the 15th and 16th FCs.
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It's essential to understand why the 16th Finance Commission’s
devolution formula does not help the southern states. All states
must strive to report their economic data more precisely

HOW TO EVALUATE
THE OMISSIONS OF
THE COMMISSION

Apartfrom the adjustments, the 16th
FC should be commended for introduc-
ing a new criterion—contribution to
the national GDP, with a weight of 10
percent—that nine states had argued
for. This should have worked to the
benefit of all the richer states, but even
then it was not enough to get all of
them back to their earlier shares based
on the 14th FC’s criteria.

In order to understand the winners
and losers, it is best to examine the in-
ter se shares of the states based on the
formula used by 14th, 15th and 16th
FCs. The states whose shares have in-
creased steadily are Haryana, Tamil
Nadu, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Punjab,
Jharkhand, Uttarakhand, Himachal
Pradesh and Mizoram. And because of
how the indicators were chosen and the

&

B 2
Professor at the Indira Gandhi Institute of
g Development Research and member of
the Steering Committee for National Sample Surveys

SOURAVROY

‘weights assigned, the biggest gainers in
this lot are Maharashtra and Gujarat.
The two states whose shares declined
across the last three FCs are Odisha and
Uttar Pradesh. While the share of And-
hra Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala and Te-
langana increased between the 15th and
16th FCs, their shares this time are low-
er than what they got from the 14th FC.
The state that gained just a little be-
tween the 14th and 16th FC was Tamil
Nadu—from 4.023 in the 14th, to 4.079 in
the 15th, and 4.097 percent in the latest.
The commission’s decision to include
contribution to India’s GDP as a crite-
rion did not benefit the richer states, in
particular the southern ones, to the ex-
tent it should have. This is because of
the way the contribution was calculat-
ed. Suppose there are only four states

- Protectionism aris
When free-trade advocates squelch it
inone place, it pops up in another

s in ingenious ways,

Jagdish
Bhagwati

and their contributions to the GDP are,
say, 100, %81, T64 and ¥49. This means
that their shares would be 34, 27, 22 and
17 percent, respectively.

But what the commission did was to
calculate the shares based on the square
root of their contributions—at 210, 29,
%8 and Z7 in our example. This means
that the states’ shares are 29, 26, 24 and
21 percent. Notice how the share of the
top contributor declines while that of
the lowest rank state rises. This is ac-
knowledged by the commission in its
report. The case of the southern states
and the minuscule increase especially
for Tamil Nadu would have been dis-
cussed at the FC’s deliberations.

Given that contribution to GDP is
now a criterion, it's important that we
estimate the gross state domestic prod-
uct (GSDP) of each state accurately.
Now, it’s well known in the policy cir-
cles that the departments of econom-
ics and statistics across states have
limited capacity—it’s the Achilles’
heel of the states’ statistical edifice.
All eyes are trained on the forthcom-
ing release of the revised GDP num-
bers after the revision of the base year.
A similar attention needs to be paid to
the GSDP series of the states.

The Committee for Sub-National Ac-
counts chaired by Ravindra Dholakia,
which submitted its report in March
2020, had specific recommendations for
strengthening the state economics and
statistics departments so that a bottom-
up approach could be followed for calcu-
lating GDP—from state aggregates to
the national aggregate.

One constraint each FC faces is that
the indicators it chooses need to be
available for all states and be acceptable
to all states. On most verifiable indica-
tors, for all states, Maharashtra and Gu-
jarat are generally not at a disadvan-
tage. The proof is in the pudding.
Maharashtra's share increased from
5.521 percent in the 14th FC to 6.441 in
the 16th, while that of Gujarat increased
from 3.084 percent to 3.755 percent.

With a nod to generations of work on
state statistics and with the tongue firm-
1y in cheek, it can be said that while
‘lady Iuck’ smiles on Maharashtra and
Gujarat given the combination of their
size and the devolution formula, the
southern states continue to face ‘dumb
Tuck’. In a way, that’s an apt summary of
this zero-sum game of immense signifi-
cance that plays out every five years.

(Views are personal)
With inputs from Anushka Nagar;
research scholar at IGIDR

MANY MORE STEPS NEEDED TO
ENSURE MENSTRUAL RIGHTS

“The woods are lovely, dark and deep,
But I have promises to keep.
And miles to go before I sleep,
And miles to go before I sleep.”
— Robert Frost

HEN the Supreme Court de-
clared menstrual health a fun-
damental right and directed
free sanitary provisions in
schools, it did something more
than correcting a long injus-
tice. It issued us a moral sum-
mons. For too long, menstruation has
been treated as a private embarrass-
ment, a matter of cleanliness or charity
rather than a constitutional question of
dignity, bodily autonomy and equal op-
portunity under Article 21 of the Consti-
tution. That legal recognition is historic.
Now the real test shall truly begin—
turning a judgement into changed lives.
Across India, menstruation touches
the lives of hundreds of millions. As I
had set out in my Private Member's Bill
to amend the National Menstrual Hy-
giene Policy, a submission grounded in
public-health evidence and lived experi-
ence, India is home to over 393 million
menstruators, and the policy framework
must respond to that scale with rights.
The Bill insisted on what the court’s rul-
ing implies: menstrual health is strue-
tural, systemic and intersectional.
What does that mean in practice?
Firstly, the supply is inadequate. Free
sanitary pads in schools are essential
and welcome, but access must be ex-
panded to reusable, low-waste options
and to supply chains that make them af-
fordable and dignified. My Bill called
explicitly for support to enterprises pro-
ducing sustainable menstrual products
and for incentives to scale up these mar-
kets so that choices are available to all
communities, urban and rural alike.
Secondly, menstrual health cannot
be siloed in sanitation. It belongs in
health systems, in education, in labour
policy and in disaster planning. The
Bill promotes cross-ministerial col-
laboration between labour, health and
education. So that the implementation
is planned, monitored and accountable
across departments.

THAMIZHACHI
THANGAPANDIAN

polycystic ovary syndrome, endome-
triosis, and other conditions that leave
millions untreated and in pain.

Third, we must make education hu-
mane and early. Too many girls learn
about menstruation at menarche, star-
tled and shamed; boys are largely left out
of this education. My Bill proposed men-
strual education from ages seven to
eight, and communication strategies
that normalise menstruation while chal-
lenging stigma. because information
shapes dignity and behaviour long be-
fore policies arrive in adulthood.

After the Supreme Court's
recognition of menstrual health as
aright, Parliament must translate
the mandate into enforceable
entitlements by strengthening the
draft National Menstrual Hygiene
Palicy. It cannot be only about
sanitation. Education strategies
normalising menstruation must
challenge the stigma. Products
including reusable options must be
made available. Targeted health
services must be funded adequately

Fourth, inclusivity must be explicit.
Menstruators are not a single demo-
graphic group: sanitation workers, per-
sons with disabilities, transgenders and

It also aims to that repro-
ductive and menstrual healthcare be
comprehensive, including diagnosis
and treatment of disorders often ig-

binary people, work-
ers, each has distinct needs. The Bill
asked that monitoring and evaluation
include lived-experience data disaggre-

HH

MP fram South Chennal and member of
% theStanding Committee on Education,
" Women, Children, Youth & Sports

and age, and that disability and trans-
led organisations be funded as partners.
This prevents programmes that help
some while excluding others.

Finally, we must stop pretending that
messaging is merely promotional. The
Bill recommended removing formal and
informal censorship of menstrual
health content, and strengthening cul-
turally-sensitive media campaigns that
dismantle shame rather than sell prod-
ucts. In crises such as heat waves, water
shortages and floods, menstrual needs
must be part of emergency planning.

1 say this not as an ideologue, but as a
legislator who has watched how piecemeal
interventions fracture into tokenism.
In my writing on campus care, I warned
against sentimental solutions that off-load
labour onto women and family structures;
we must learn the same lesson here, Do
not mother this problem away with char-
ity alone. Menstrual health requires pub-
lie systems, trained professionals and le-
gal entitlements that citizens can claim,
not charity they must beg for:

The court’s judgement is a mandate.
However, Parliament must translate
it into enforceable entitlements: guaran-
teed products including reusable options,
funded health services for menstrual
disorders, inclusive sanitary infrastruc-
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Medicine collaboration

Ref: Title isn’t exclusive (Feb 4). The order
is perspicacious. Claiming exclusive rights is
irrational and shows doctors' supercilious
attitude. A patient's recovery can be a
complex, multidimensional process with
inputs from several professionals. It's also
pertinent to note that in the last 30 years,
the number of Nobel laureates in physiology
or medicine has dropped as a share of the
annual total, highlighting the significance of
inclusion and collaboration.

DrBiju C Mathew, Thiruvananthapuram

Moral decay

Ref: The moral void (Feb 4). Even Pandora’s

box may look lilliputian before the

Epstein files, considering the extent and

unexpectedness of the specimens brought

to light. The columnist rightly points out

Chomsky's unethical stand that reveals the

enormity of moral depredations.
Raveendranath, Pathanamthitta

PF architecture

Ref: Small window (Feb 4). Easy provident
fund withdrawals reflect insecurity,

not indiscipline. A narrow, wage-linked
scheme excludes many needing protection.
Expanding coverage, separating subsidy
fram eligibility and using digital trails can
build a fair, sustainable pension system.
MBarathi, Bengaluru

Unreliable US

Ref: Joint statement soon (Feb 4). 1t's
crucial not to count the chickens before
they hatch, given the infamous blow-hot-
and-cold nature of Uncle Sam. The deal
seems ta be tilted in the favour of the US
and if Trump's claim indeed holds water, it
will dent India’s relatienship with Russia.
It is hence imperative to err on the side of

caution and to work on self-reliance.
Noida

ture, y curriculum

and cross-departmental accountability.

P; ruckus

My Bill offers concrete 1 to
strengthen the draft National Menstru-
al Hygiene Policy, anchoring it in dig-
nity, equity and constitutional rights,
and I stand ready to work across bench-
es to make the judgement meaningful
for every menstruator in India.

Legal recognition without systemic
delivery could perhaps translate solely
into consolation. Let us make this rul-
ing the first chapter of a longer story:
one where menstruation is met with
dignity, where pain is treated, where
education is honest, and where the
State honours its duty to protect the
bodily autonomy of its citizens. That is
the promise we must keep.
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Ref: LS suspends MPs (Feb 4). Resorting to
disruption in the august House has become
the order of the day. Lawmakers need to
ponder over allowing the House to function
smoothly. The treasury and opposition
benches have to work in tandem for
Parliament to function smoothly.

HP Murali, Bengaluru

Data protection

Ref: Can't play with Indians’ data

(Feb 4). There is no gainsaying that the
world has shrunk because of the facilities
offered by WhatsApp and other tech. But
it is imperative that the platforms always
safeguard the interests of consumers.

nored. This includes awareness about gated by disability, gender identity, caste (Views are personal) S Ramakrishnasayee, Chennai
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Rahul’s antics over Naravane’s book will not help Cong

EADER of the Opposition Ra-

hul Gandhi, and his advisers
may be happy that his antics over
a book by the retired army chief
General M M Naravane disrupted
Parliament on Monday. Such be-
haviour, however, does no good
for his party. When Gandhi tried
to read out an article based on
the book, the Treasury benches
vociferously protested. There was
pandemonium, resulting in ad-
journments of the House. Later
speaking to reporters in the Par-
liament premises, he said, “This
is what the army chief has written

ina book, The book is not allowed
blished. It is languishi

true that the record of the Naren-
dra Modi government in uphold-
ing free speech is not exactly ex-
emplary, but India is not the only
country that imposes restrictions
on books written by former mili-
tary officers. Gandhi told reporters
that he just wanted to quote froma
report in a magazine on the mem-
oirs.

‘The book ‘Four Stars of Destiny'
was supposed to be published by
Penguin but is awaiting clearance
by the govemment. Even if the gov-
ernment is excessive in restricting
the retired army chief’s freedom
of expression, Gandhi could have

s is his perspective and why is
the government scared of it?" It is

1 on the subject while
talking to reporters. He could also
have written an article or a social

media post expressing the same
thoughts. Why did he have to in-
dulge in theatrics in the Lok Sabha?
The next day, some Congress MPs
mounted the table and hured pa-
pers at the Chair. Consequently,
eight Lok Sabha members were
suspended for unruly behaviour.
Meanwhile, Naravane has dis-
tanced himself from the contro-
versy. He told a “My job

that has normalised opacity and de-
lay as instruments of control.

A book by a former army chief
being under review for more than a
year raises legitimate concerns, not
necessarily about outright censor-
ship, but about a creeping culture
of excessive caution, secrecy and
bureaucratic inertia. When deci-
sions are endlessly deferred with-

was to write the book and give it to
the publishers. It was the publishers
who were o get permission from
the MoD. They gave it [the book] to
them. Ttis under review. It has been
under review for over a year now’
The entire episode has exposed the
ugly underbelly of Indian democ-
racy. On one side is a government

out expl the chilling effect
on free expression can be as power-
ful as an explicit ban. Democracies
are weakened not only by visible
repression but also by silent, pro-
cedural suffocation. On the other
side is an Opposition that too often
appears more interested in spec-
tacle than persuasion. Instead of
patiently building a case around

civil liberties, institutional account-
ability, and democratic norms, it
frequently resorts to disruption as
an end, by itself. This approach may
energise a core support base, but it
alienates the wider public, which
increasingly sees Parliament not
as a place of serious debate but as
a stage for performative outrage.
What makes this particularly trou-
bling is that both sides feed off each
other’s worst instincts. The govern-
ment benefits when Parliament is
paralysed because legislation can
be pushed through with minimal
scrutiny. The Opposition benefits
when it can portray itself as being
silenced. In this perverse equilib-
rium, democratic institutions be-
come collateral damage.

Pragmal

TALKING OF
MANY THINGS

Karnataka High Court

suggested a minimum age
limit of 21 for young people
to access social media, cit-
ing concerns over addiction
among  school-going  chil-
dren. Tt was more of a rec-
ommendation to the Union
Government  highlighting
the need for age verification.
The court clearly felt that
such a restriction was needed
to protect minors from pre-
mature exposure to harm-
ful material that could have
A negative impact on their
mental health and lead to
anxiety, depression, and low
self-esteem. The court noted
that children under 21 may
lack the maturity to discern
the impact of social media,
suggesting a higher threshold
than the typical 18-year limit.
Italso recommended that so-
cial media platforms should
verify user age using docu-
ments such as Aadhaar.

The Digital Personal Data
Protection Act, which ap-
plies nationwide, requires
platforms to obtain verifiable
parental consent before pro-

IN Seplembcr 2023, the

sm needed on age restrictions and social media access

SOCIAL MEDIA CAN BE ADOUBLE-EDGED SWORD

cessing the data of users un-
der 18. It also restricts track-
ing, behavioural monitoring,
and targeted advertising di-
rected at children.

By the judgements in the
Keshavananda Bharati and
Golaknath cases to recent
rulings about children of
live-in parents, transgender
persons and by stepping in
to nudge the central and state
governments into action in
relation to  environmental
concerns, the judiciary has
shown many welcome ini-
tiatives over the years. The
suggestion made by the Kar-
nataka High Court is another
such example.

The judiciary, as an institu.
tion, and judges, as individu-
als, can have a very powerful
influence over the function-
ing of the legislature as well
as the executive. Courts of
law can be firm, to the point
of being harsh, when the is-
sue in question calls for it.
Onother occasions, they may
content themselves merely
with issuing a gentle repri-
mand or making a recom-
mendation or a suggestion, as
has been done by the Karna-
taka High Court.

My father, as a judge of
the High Court of Andhra
Pradesh in the 1950s, never
really cared much about the
practice of judicial activism,
which had begun to catch
up around that time. He was
a devout subscriber to the
sanctity of the principle of

Sy
QURNAL

The country has accepted that verdicts of courts
can sometimes have the same effect as law.

Legislatures, on their

part, have, when deemed

necessary, nullified the impact of judicial

verdicts. And the functi

onaries of the Executive, in

several areas of administration, perform judicial
functions as a part of their normal functions.

separation of powers that
governed the structure of the
State under the Constitution
of India. He firmly believed
that each wing of the State,
the Judiciary, the Legislature
and the Exccutive, should
confine itself to its jurisdic-
tion and remit, as provided
by the Constitution. Much
water has flown under the
bridge since then and the re-
lationship between the three
wings has matured. They
have emerged out of their si-
los and learnt to live with one
another in a harmonious and
mutually reinforcing manner,

The country has accepted
that verdicts of courts can
sometimes have the same
effect as law. Legislatures,
on their part, have, when
deemed necessary, nullified
the impact of judicial ver-
dicts. And the functionaries
of the Executive, in several
areas of administration, per-
form judicial functions as a
part of their normal func-
tions,

Coming back to the ques-
tion of access to social me-
dia, [ must confess to being
a novice at using many of
them, save email and What-

sApp. Not so, however, my
grandchildren, who have
mastered the art of nearly all
of them from email through
WhatsApp, Instagram, and X
and Tik Tok, to mention just
afew.

In today’s digital age, so-
cial media platforms have
become all pervasive, serving
as spaces for relationships,
exchange of ideas, promoting
relationships, and support-
ing mental health by helping
in community building and,
often for idle gossip. On the
other hand, early exposure to
them can lead to various un-
desirable consequences, such
as those already mentioned
earlier, in addition to the risk
of exposure to cyberbullying.
Thus, social media can be a
double-edged sword.

The explosive growth of
social media has, therefore,
presented many hitherto
unfamiliar challenges, par-
ticularly regarding their use
by young people, raising
the question whether there
should not be a legal age re-
striction for social media us-
age.

To begin with, the impli-
cations of setting a legal age
threshold need to be under-
stood clearly. The imperative
of protecting young people
from potential harm needs
to be weighed against the im-
portance of preserving their
rights to information and so-
cial interaction.

Currently,

most  social

media platforms set the ©

minimum age for creating
an account at 13, based on
the Children’s Online Privacy
Protection Act (COPPA),
which governs the online col-
lection of personal informa-
tion from children under this
age in the United States,
Internationally, the ap-
proach to social media age
restrictions varies significant-
ly. In the European Union,
the General Data Protection

Regulation (GDPR) allows *

member states to set their
own age limits between 13
and 16 years. This variabil-
ity reflects different cultural
attitudes toward childhood
autonomy and the perceived
risks and benefits of early so-
cial media use.

Those who favour age lim-
its point out that children and
young adolescents should be
made familiar with the use of
social media at an early age
to encourage them to engage
in activities that conduce to
healthy physical, cognitive,
and emotional development,
such as playing outdoors,
sports, reading, and spending
face-to-face time with friends
and family, to prepare them
for the digital world.

Speaking of age restric-
tions, someone was pointing
out to me the other day that
in India, people can vote, get
married and drive a motor
vehide at age 18. But they
must wait until they are 21 to
buya bottle of beer!

(The writer was formerly
Chief Secretary, Government
of Andhra Pradesh)

Where is Telangana in ‘Viksit Bharat’?

AMARAVAJI NAGARATU

Union Budget is more

than an annual statement
of accounts. It is a political
document that reflects a gov-
ernment’s priorities, its com-
mitment to federal principles,
and its vision of equitable na-
tional development. Expecta-
tions, therefore, are naturally
high each year that the Union
Budget will treat India's States
with fairness and balance.

The Union Budget for
2026-27, presented by Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala Si-
tharaman with an outlay of
[853.47 lakh crore, once again
falls short of that expectation,
especially regarding Telan-
gana.

Despite the repeated invo-
cation of the slogan “Viksit
Bharat", the Budget reveals a
troubling gap between rheto-
ric and reality. In practice,
political - considerations ap-
pear o have outweighed the
constitutional promise of co-
operative federalism. Telan-
gana, a State that has consist-
ently contributed to national
economic growth, finds itself
marginalised yet again in allo-
cations, approvals, and long-
pending commitments.

The Union government is
constitutionally obligated to
rise above partisan considera-
tions whil ing resourc-

political calculations of the
NDA overabalanced national
growth strategy.

Repeated  representations
made by the Telangana gov-
emnment appear to have had
little impact. Chief Minis-
ter A. Revanth Reddy and
his Cabinet colleagues have
met the Prime Minister and
senior Union Ministers on
several occasions, submitting
detailed proposals for criti-
cal infrastructure and urban
development projects. None
have found reflection in the
Budget.

The State sought Central
assistance for the 350-kilo-
metre Regional Ring Road
([34,367.62  crore), radial
roads around Hyderabad
(45,000 crore), Metro Rail
expansion (844,028  crore),
the Godavari-Musi river link-
age (86,000 crore), the Musi
riverfront development pro-
ject (817,212.69 crore), and a
greenfield highway connect-
ing Bandar port to Hyderabad
through a dry port corridor
(@17,000 crore). All these
proposals were effectively ig-
nored. Even the long-pending
demand for new airports
within the State failed to merit
attention.

Incidentally, the absence
of allocations extends be-
yond physual infrastructure.

es for State development. Yet,
from the timeof its formation,
Telangana has faced a pattern
of neglect that cannot be dis-
missed as coincidence. The
2026-27 Budget reinforces
this perception. It is hardly
surprising, therefore, that crit-
icism has grown sharper, with
the Union Finance Minister
being accused of prioritising

Tel strengths in bio-
technology, pharmaceuticals,
and emerging semiconductor
ecosystems were overlooked,
even as similar sectors re-
ceived policy and financial
support elsewhere. Tourism,
heritage conservation, and
cultural  promotion  areas
where Telangana has both his-
torical depth and economic
potential found no place in

TELANGANA

RISING

the Budget. Equally striking
was the absence of any focus
on rare earth mineral explo-
ration, despite the presence
of coal mining operations
in Singareni and the region’s
geological potential.

Equally serious is the con-
tinued silence on statutory
commitments arising from
the Andhra Pradesh Reorgan-
isation Act. Promised institu-
tions such as the Bayyaram
steel plant, Navodaya Vidya-
layas, and an Indian Institute
of Management (IIM) have re-
mained unaddressed for years
together.  Announcements
of high-speed rail corridors
linking Hyderabad with Pune,
Bengaluru, and Chennai were
made, but Telanganas long-
standing demands for new
railway lines have once again
been sidelined.

This neglect is especially
stark when viewed against the
State’s contribution to the na-
tional economy. The State ac-
counts for 5.01 per cent of In-
dia’s Gross Domestic Product.
On that basis, it should have
received approximately 63.76
lakh crore from the Centre
over recent years. Instead, in
the last five years, it received
only®1.84 lakh crore amount-
ing tojust 2.45 per cent result-
ing in an estimated shortfall of

VIKSIT

BHARAT

@2047

[{1.92 lakh crore.

Telangana is among the
leading contributors to direct
taxes and GST collections.
Over the past five years, the
State contributed {4.32 lakh
crore to the Union exchequer,
representing nearly 3.87 per
cent of national collections.
Yet data placed before Parlia-
ment by the Union Minister
of State for Finance shows
that between 2018-19 and
2023-24, Telangana contrib-
uted (34,35,920 crore but re-
ceived only 83,76,175 crore
in return at a recovery rate
of 86.29 per cent, implying a
deduction of 13.71 per cent.

Even in the current finan-
cial year, while the State was
projected to receive §22,782
crore from the Centre, barely
4,000 crore had been re-
leased in the first 10 months,
Such delays strain State fi-
nances and undermine de-
velopment planning,

Ironically, this fiscal ne-
glect comes at a time when
the Telangana government
is  aggressively  pursuing
long-term economic growth
under its “Telangana Rising
2047" vision, aiming to build
a $3 trillion State economy.
Global investment  sum-
mits in Hyderabad, along
with sustained engagement

TELANGANA
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at the World Economic Fo-
rum in Davos in 2024, 2025
and 2026, have brought sub-
stantial investment commit-
ments. However, these efforts
are proceeding with minimal
support from the Union gov-
ernment.

The perception that Tel-
angana is being penalised
for political reasons has only

Yened

despite the BJP having eight
MPs from Telangana and two
Union Ministers from the
State, there has been little vis-
ible advocacy for Telangana's
interests. The continued si-
lence of State BJP leaders on
successive Budget omissions
has not gone unnoticed.
Beyond Telangana, the
2026-27 Budget has dis-
appointed  wider sections
of society. Expectations of
income-tax relief for the
middle class were unmet.
There were no_substantive
enhancements for SC, ST,
and backward class welfare.
Manufacturing growth has
slowed significantly from
UPA-era levels, productivity
growth has halved, and the
rupee’s depreciation to nearly
92 against the dollar remains

made earlier by the Prime
Minister questioning the
very formation of the State
continue to resonate. When
Budget after Budget exdudes
Telangana from meaning-
ful allocations, the charge of
political bias appears increas-
ingly difficult to refute.

This concern extends be-
yond one State. The broader
pattern of allocating resourc-
es based largely on popula-
tion metrics disproportion-
ately favours northern States,
while southern States many
of which have successfully
implemented  population
control and contributed dis-
proportionately to economic
growth, are left disadvan-
taged. Such an approach
risks eroding the spirit of
federalism that underpins
Indias constitutional frame-
work.

1t is also noteworthy that

generation pmgmr:\rn;:s such
as MGNREGA received no
meaningful reassurance,

The contradiction is stark.
A government that proclaims
“Viksit Bharat” cannot afford
to sideline States that are
engines of growth. Develop-
ment cannot be selective, nor
«can national progress be built
on regional exclusion,

If India is to truly become !

a developed nation, every
State must be treated as an
equal stakeholder. Persistent
fiscal discrimination against
Telangana not only under-
mines its growth prospects
but also weakens the federal
compact itself. It is impera-
tive that pohucnl dnﬂcmnccs
give way to -

Lower US tariffs is a diplomatic

win for India

HIS refers to your editorial ‘Reduction in US tariffs is

a big relief for India * The reduction in US tariffs on
Indian imports offers significant relief, even as conditions
were attached to curbing Russian oil purchases and India
committed to a $500 billion investment in the US mar-
ket. The immediate surge in Indian and US stock indices
reflects renewed investor confidence. President Donald
Trump's gambit appears aimed at redirecting India's energy
sourcing, though New Delhi has given no firm assurances.
Crucially, within days of India signing an FTA with the EU,
Washington moderated its stance—cutting tariffs from 25
to 18 per cent, however this is a significant move advanta-
geous to India as the nation witnessed in the surge of the
stock. machl y:su:rdav ’ﬂus isa dcardxplnmauc win. Call-
ing it isp

Sakunthala K R, Hyderabad

Advantage India post-tariff reduction

PROPOS “Reduction in US tariffs is a big relief for the
Indian economy” (THI Feb 4). The reduction in US
tariffs will certainly ease pressure on Indian exporters and
calma bruised trade relationship, Yet this relief should not
breed complacency. The real task is to use this window to
strengthen competitiveness at home: India should also di-
versify export markets and accelerate pending trade agree-
ments to reduce dependence on any single partner. Equally
important is helping smaller exporters navigate standards

and compliance abroad.
Abbharna Barathi, Chennai-23

A welcome turnaround

PROPOS the editorial ‘Reduction in US tariffs is big
relief for India’ (THI Feb 4). The US decision to lower
tariffs on India marks a welcome turnaround, notwith-
standing pressure over Russian oil imports and Indid’s pro-
posed $500 billion investment in the American economy.
Notably, the shift came barely six days after Indias FTA
with the EU, exposing Washington’s recalibration. Oppo-
sition claims of capitulation reflect political hostility, not

economic realism.
KR Venkata Narasimhan, Madurai

Focus on quality of life

PROPOS ‘interesting insights emerge on human lifes-
pan’ (THI Feb 3). Basically, as of 2022-23, the average
life expectancy of man globally was roughly 70-71 years,
A marked increase from 49.7 years in the 1970s. Human
lifespan largely depends on heredity, and external factors
like access to quality healthcare, occurrence of diseases, ac-
cidents, natural calamities, influence of diet, and lifestyle.
Haying said that, itis not the lifespan that is truly reflective
of the quality of life of a nation. It is the quality of life of
their citizens, with respect to freedom from diseases, and
happiness, which, though highly objective, is an extremely
important variable:
Dr George Jacob, Kochi

Official website sans GOs
sounds preposterous

OUR news report ‘No more hosting of GOs on TG's

official website (THI Feb 4) comes as a major shock
to the people of the State. GOs, per se, are released with
the basic objective of serving different societal needs. There
is no need to maintain secrecy on this subject. It removes
scope for corruption by government staff and officials in
their public dealings. Shying away from this good practice
is neither desirable nor fair. Moreover, availability of GOs
on the official website helps the public to avail benefits that
are earmarked for them.

M V Nagavender Rao, Hyderabad-4

thehansreader@gmail.com

Centre ‘attempting to silence’ Rahul : CM

BENGALURU: Chief Minister Siddaramaiah on Wednesday
accused the central government of “attempting to silence” the
Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi, saying
it strikes at the heart of India's democracy.

He was referring to Rahul Gandhi being disallowed from
quoting an article that cited an unpublished memoir of former
Army chief M M Naravane on the 2020 India-China conflict
in the Lok Sabha. “The Modi government's repeated attempts
to silence the Leader of the Opposition in Parliament are
deeply troubling and strike at the heart of India’s democracy,”
Siddaramaiah said ina post on X Stating that Rahul Gandhi
raised legitimate questions on national security based on ex-
cerpts from "Four Stars of Destiny, the book authored by Nar-
avane, he said the book, originally slated for release in 2024,
remains unpublished because it is “being withheld” by the
Government of India. “The excerpts were quoted in a recent
article by The Caravan magazine, Importantly, General Nara-
vane has not denied the contents attributed to him. On the
contrary, he has publicly acknowledged that his book is await-
ing government clearance;” he said. “If these statements were
inaccurate or misleading, the government could have issued
a dcar denial. Its decision instead to withhold the book and

discussion only deepens the suspicion that uncomfort-

sponsibility.

Failing that, the promise of i

Viksit Bharat risks remaining
a slogan rather than a shared
national reality.

able truths are being suppressed;’ Siddaramaiah added.

Read more at
https://epaper.thehansindia.com
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Manipur gets fresh start,
but Delhi must keep vigil

package of decisions consisting of the revocation of the
President’s rule, installation of a popular government and the

o

choice of BJP leader Yumnam Khemchand Singh as CM with a

ember each from the Kuki and Naga communities as deputy

chief ministers is the best thing to have happened in Manipur in the last

three years. Every stake-holder, be they in the state or outside, must give

the new administration a helping hand to nurse the state back into nor-
malcy and then lead it to progress and prosperity.

Manipur was brought under President’s Rule on February 183, 2025, after
incumbent chief minister N. Birendra Singh resigned. Mr Singh had
presided over the state administration when the border state plunged into
a fotal mess after the breaking out of riots on May 3, 2023. The trigger was
the inclusion of the majority Meitei in the list of
Tribes in the state, a step opposed by the Kuki-Zo tribe. The administration
looked the other way when rioters belonging to the Meitei community
attacked the tribals. More than 250 people lost their lives and hundreds of
houses, schools and places of worship were set ablaze in the clashes.
Thousands have been living in camps after losing their dwelling places.

Mr Biren Singh, who belongs to the BJP, is accused of making no effort to

stop the violence; in fact, he allegedly provided

Mr Biren Singh, who clandestine support to the rioters. This forced
belongs to the BJP, the Supreme Court of India to remark that there
is accused of Was a total breakdown of the rule of law in
making no effort to Manipur. The BJP leadership at the Centre and
stop the violence; in

the Union government the party leads also
refused to intervene, allowing the partisan
fact, he allegedly administration of Mr Biren Singh to continue in
provided clandestine ©ffice. That Prime Minister Narendra Modi did
su rt to the not visit the state for over two years only
ppo! reflects the neglect the government showed
towards the state.

With aid of the security forces, governor Ajay
Kumar Bhalla and his team have, in the last one
year, helped the state stabilise after the blood-
shed. Even if complete normalcv has not returned, the people’s trust in the
administration has been somewhat restored. The wounds, however, will
take time to heal. The best way to get early results is to hand over the
administration to a chief minister who understands the pain of his people.

Mr Khemchand Singh, who again belongs to the Meitei community, is
deemed best suited for the job. It is reported that he has already

2026 | COIMBATORE

The trade deal with US &

India’s quiet consolidation

Syed Ata Hasnain

a mission to reach out to the Kuki-Zo community and started t_he process
of reconciliation. He can now continue with the job, with the help of his
deputies and the state administration and its resources.

However, the Centre which refused to intervene in the riots and violence
should not withdraw completely. The tribal citizens have a legitimate com-
plamt that they face discrimination within the state. They have been seek-
ing a separate mechanism to administer the hill areas where they live. The
government must do what it takes to ensure they face no unjust discrimi-
nation, even if it calls for the taking of such a measure. A process of rec-
onciliation must follow so that the people of the state can plan their future
with reasonable clarity.

No shortcuts in aviation safety

viation safety is not just a process but a moral duty that must be
attended to every day so that fliers are not forced to put faith only in
the astronomical odds against dying in an air crash.

It will be several months before the final report from the probe into the
Ahmedabad crash of an Air India Dreamliner on June 12, 2025, is released.
Meanwhile, the question of a glitch in the form of involuntary movement
of fuel control switches has cropped up again as a pilot reported such move-
ment in a Dreamliner that flew to London from India.

The DGCA appears to have suggested that crew action may have moved
the switch from ‘run’ to ‘cutoff” position. Calling upon Boeing to circulate
the recommended procedure for the operation of the switch to crew mem-
bers may be part of safety procedures. But there seems to be an admission
of belief, involuntary or otherwise, that the manufacturer is always right
and that the pilots are the ones who are moving switches.

It should not take a year of probing to know how those switches moved on
the ill-fated aircraft out of Ahmedabad so that there could be closure on the
event. Manufacturers cannot brush aside the field data that may show that
they are not infallible in the matter of ensuring the built-in safety of their
airers

Pn]ots backed by air traffic controllers, do make mistakes, as we saw
‘most recently in the right wings of two taxiing aircraft brushing each other
in Mumbai, which operates one of the country’s busiest airports. But
assuming pilot error before thoroughly probing each unusual incident in
aviation is an error that must not be allowed to creep in because that would
undermine safety, which is the manufacturers’ respnnslblllty first.

The sooner we have the mystery solved of moving fuel switches — which
must be pulled up before being pushed to the cutoff position - the better.
How trustworthy is an air if unusual movement of the fuel switches
takes place. What can be done to control this aspect of flying a sophisticat-
ed fly-by-wire flying machine must be explored if the manufacturer is to
regain the total trust of passengers and crew.

ich of the com-
mentary sur-
rounding the
recent India-
US trade eaL
which was

than a rupture with Moscow.
On the security front, there
is no evidence of disruption.
Defence cooperation, supply
chains for equjpment and

Monday shortly after F'r!.L
sident Donald Trump spoke
to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, has been animated by
anxiety rather than analysis.
‘The big question — whether
India has succumbed to pres-
sure, particularly on the
issue of Russian energy —
reflects a tendency to read
diplomacy as a zero-sum
contest, where adjustment is
mistaken for capitulation. A
calmer examination sug-
gests something quite differ-
ent. What New Delhi has
demonstrated over the past
year is not drift or retreat,
but su‘ategxc patience anch
in forethought, an abi

ty to manage the grey zones
of contemporary geopolitics
and a quiet confidence in its
own standing.

India’s recog-

mi-
litary-technical ties remain
intact. Russia, under its own
consuamts continues to
value India as a dependable
partner and a significant
market. Any accommoda-
tions made by Mr Vladimir
Putin are likely to be recip-
rocal and pragmatic, shaped
by mutual interest rather
than coercion and based
upon realpolitik.

Equally important is what
India has chosen not to do. In
West Asia, New Delhi has
resisted the temptation to
rush to join the Gaza Peace
Board, despite external exp-
ectations and some amount
of media pressure. This res-
traint has preserved India’s
strategic balance in a deeply
polarised region. India con-
Lmues to engage Israel close-

nised early that the interna-
tional ~environment was
entering a phase where eco-
nomic instruments would
increasingly be used as tools
of strategic persuasion.
Trade, tariffs, energy sourc-
ing, supply chains and mar-
ket access have become ex-
tensions of statecraft rather
punely commercial do-

In this space, the
cha].lenge for a country com-
mitted to strategic autonomy
is not to resist all pressure
but to absorb it
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without losing agency. India
has done precisely that. It
has retained its core eco-
nomic interests, preserved
diplomatic respect across
regions and adjusted tacti-
cally to emerging realities.
The narrative that India
has “given in” on Russian
energy overlooks both con-
text and continuity. India's
engagement with Russian
crude was always driven by
energy security and price
stahi]lty, not by ideological

nes with the Arab world, and
retains

Equally important is
what India chose
not to do. New
Delhi has resisted
the temptation to
rush to join the
Gaza Peace Board,
despite external
expectations and
some amount of
media pressure.

thens regional balance. New
Delhi, in turn, has shown
that it can engage closely
without allowing the rela-
tionship to become prescrip-
tive or exclusive. India un-
derstands changing percep-

dency; it is bargaining power
exercised with discipline.
The ability to engage major
economic blocs without be-
ing locked into rigid
ments is itself a measure of
strategic autonomy.
Looking ahead, India-US
relations are likely to deepen
further, even with friction
from time to time. Differ-
ences will persist on trade
protectionism, technology
controls, climate financing
and regional tactics. Such
divergences are natural bet-
ween two large democracies
with distinct political cul-
tures and priorities. What is
unlikely is a fundamental
rupture. The structural logic
of the relationship remains
slmng The US needs India
ilising foree in Asia

tions on inter-
ests and the need to progres-
sively calibrate.

Onthe security front, there
has been no dilution of In-
dia’s role in the Indo-Pacific.
Maritime cooperation, joint
exercises, logistics arrange-
ments and defence technolo-
gy collaboration continue,
India has not outsourced its
strategic calculus nor signed
up to escalatory postures
that do not serve its inter-
ests. Its emphasis on stabili-
ty, deterrence and balance
reflects both regional reali-
ties and its own assessment
of longterm security. Far
from bemg placed on the

Palestinian

with the it has con-
leadership, tinued to shape its environ-
which has itself suught ‘ment with quiet confidence.

engagement with New Delhi.

In an era where alignment i is
often demanded loudly, In-
dia’s refusal to be hurried
has enhanced rather than
diminished its relevance.
Restraint here has been a
strategic choice.

The broader India-US rela-
tionship must be viewed
thmugh this lens of continu-
ity rather than episodic ten-
sion. The fundamentals re-
main unchanged. Strategic
convergence in the Indo-
Pacific region, shared con-
cerns over coercive behav-
jour by China, cooperation
in defence, technology, intel-
ligence and resilient supply
chains, and the deep reser-
voir of people-to-people ties
continue to anchor the part-
nership. The relationship
with the US has always been
one of interests rather than
alliances, and this has not
altered.

made today reflect changes
in market i global

understands that India w1.l.l
notbea ally but

scrutiny and India’s own di-
versification strategy rather

remain a consequential pow-
er whose cooperation streng-

Economically, the timing
of recent developmems
could hardly be more
vourable. With a trade un-
derstanding with the EU
complemented by the Indo-
US deal, Indian markets and
industry have reason to be
optimistic. Together, these
arrangements expand ac-
cess, stabilise investor senti-
ment and reinforce confi-
dence in its growth trajecto-
ry. At a time when global

capital is cautious and many
economies face headwinds,

1is being read as a sta-
ble, opportunity-rich desti-
nation. This perception isn’t
‘manufactured through rhe-
toric; it is the cumulative
outcome of sustained ref-
orm, political stability and
strategic consistency.

Importantly, these gains
have not come at the cost of
sovereignty. India has lever-
aged its scale, its market
depth and its geopolitical rel-
evance to negotiate out-
comes aligned with national
interest. This is not depen-

Section 3(e) broadly defis

nation as unfair

regional bias or unfair treatment. They

aud a partmer in shaping
emerging technologies; Ind-
ia benefits from access, coop-
eration and influence with-
out surrendering indepen-
dence. The relationship will
remain transactional in
parts, but strategic in its
overall direction.

Credit for navigating this
complex phase must also be
placed where it belougs. The
steady economic steward-
ship and negotiating clarity
provided by commerce min-
ister Piyush Goyal have
helped protect core interests
while allowing calibrated
adjustment. Equally, susta-
ined diplomatic engagement,
undertaken well before pub-
lic announcements, reflects
a long-view approach. Such
outcomes are rarely the
product of impulse; they
emerge from anticipation,
preparauon and patience.

In sum, India has emerged
from this period not weak-
ened but experienced and
steadied. It has shown that
strategic autonomy is not ab-
out rigidity, but about confi-
dent adaptation. It has dem-
onstrated that economic

ragmatism need not erode
diplomatic respect. And it
has reaffirmed that India
can engage a rapidly chang-
ing world on its own terms.
In a global order marked by
pressure to choose sides, In-
dia has chosen instead its
own interests. That quiet
consolidation of position
may well prove to be
one of its most significant
achievements in this unset:
tled era.

The writer, a retired lieu-
tenant-general, is a farmer
GOC of the Srinagar-based
15 (“Chinar”) Corps
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DOES TRADE DEAL
BENEFIT USA MORE?

A cartoon circulal

V. Nagarajan
Chennai

STRATEGIC MISTAKE
ON ANNAMALAI

The BJP had become known to every
household in Tamil Nadu only after K.
Annamalai rtook his En Mann
Makkal PadaYatra as president of the TN
Unit 4 years ago. It's vote share soared to
11% from a meagre 3 to 4% when he led
the party as its TN President. It isa strate-
gic mistake on the part of the current
party president to have made him in
charge of electioneering only in respect of
6 constituencies while Annamalai can
electioneer in all the 31 seats the party
intends to contest. It is quite natural for
Annamalai to feel slighted and disgrun-
tled that his services are not fully availed
that had forced him to opt out of election-
eering which will affect the winning
prospects of BJP.
B.S. Jayaraman
Coimbatore

CONNEMARA LIBRARY

While the city has transformed, not just by
name from Madras to Chennai, there are cer-

tain structures that have stood the test of time
ashistorical landmarks of a by gone era. One of
these architectural wonders is the fascinating
Connemara Public Library. Right from its
inauguration in 189, the library has held a
special place in the collective memory and
hearts of the people of Chennai. With the
launch of a new STEM pavilion and Children’s
Science Park recently, the erstwhile library
adds lustre and sheen to its architectural and
outstanding craft. The illustrious and century-

old Connemara Library is a p]aLv that nvites
one to slow down, reflect, and immerse in the

world of literature.
R. SIVAKUMAR
Chennai

Mail your letters to
chennaidesk@deccanmail.com

The solution to this problem lies in neither aban-

John J.
Kennedy |

Equity on trial:
The UGC’s new
regulations and
the caste factor

fied on January 13, sought to addm persls

tent caste discrimination on Indian campus-
es. Instead, they had led to protests, legal challenges
and a stay order by the Supreme Court, raising con-
cerns about the and scope. The context. how-
ever, is tragically real, shaped by cases like Rohith
Vemula and Payal Tadvi, whose deaths revealed how
caste bias, social exclusion and widespread institu-
tional apathy can devastate students from margin-
alised communities.

One must admit that the 2012 UGC regulations on
caste discrimination were largely advisory and
lacked enforcement. Complaints of caste-based dis
crimination had steadily risen, more than doublmg
between 201920 and 2023-24, showing that the old
framework had failed. Against this backdrop, the
2026 regulations were inevitable. Framed following
the Supreme Court’s directions, they make equity

mechanisms mandatory through Equal Opportunity
Centres, Equity Cummlttees and formal inquiries.
From a social justice perspective, their intent was
necessary and long overdue.

Although the Supreme Court has Kkept the regula-
tions in abeyance, it must be realised that it is not a
rejection of equity but a caution about flawed draft-
ing and possible consequenm The court, from its
observation, has highlighted a key inconsistency:
‘While Section 3(c) narmwlv defines caste-] dis-
crimination as affecting only SCs, STs and OBCs,

—+ o o

‘imin

treatment of any stakeholder on grounds such as
caste, religion, gender or place of birth, raising the
question of why a separate, narrower definition is
needed at all when a more inclusive one already
exists. The court has also flagged vague language, the
scope for misuse and the risk of social division with-
out proper safeguards. The apex court’s call for an
expert review may reflect p: lural and constitu-
tional concerns, but it is not a denial of caste realities.
However, where the debate becomes political and
less evidence-based is in the claim that the regula-
tions will lead to caste-based victimisation of general
wuegory students. The procedural concern that gen-
eral category students may not have equal access to
grievance under the caste-specific provi-
smns is areal draﬁmg issue and deserves attennoll

But claim that upp

unds in Indian umvelsmashas htﬂe ewdenco.
Decades of sociological research, court cases and
campus reports show that caste discrimination in
India overwhelmingly flows in one direction — from
historically dominant castes towards Dalits,
Adivasis and other backward classes. The lived real-
1ty of ms!e mlnrha |s one of enirenched power, priv-
de, and stigma, exclu-
sion and vulnerabﬂny on the other. Upper castes, as
a goup, have not historically been sites of caste-
based humiliation. does not mean that some
individuals from upper castes cannot face personal

certainly can.

Butthat is not the same as being subjected to struc-
tural caste discrimination. Notably, there is no body
of documented evidence, from UGC data, cowrt cases
or major investigations, showing a pattern of caste-
based discrimination against upper-caste students
comparable to what margmahsed students face. 'l‘he
fear of widespread “

donmg e mgulahons nor diluting their purpose.
ing marginalised students is urgent and

backed hy ample evidence, and the failure of the 2012
seen in rising md tragic out-

comes, makes inaction indefensible. At the same

time, the Supreme Court’s demand for clearer draft-

ing and safeguards requires atfention. The UGC

i langua;

verse caste

therefore appears more speculanve than factual.

There is also a historical pattern that cannot be
ignored when it comes to such issues, Almost every
‘major social reform in India, from reservations to the
Mandal Commission recommendations to anti-dis-
crimination measures, has been met with strong
resistance from the privileged sections. These reac-
hnnsamuﬁenﬁxmedmﬁ:elauguagenfmmt fair-

must avoid ge, proce-
dural protections against misuse, clarify grievance
redressal to ensure that all stakeholders are covered,
and restore explicit provisions on ragging, which
often overlaps with caste and cultural harassment.
Far from weakening the fight against caste discrimi-
nation, these steps would make the framework more

robust, fair and credible.
The central aim of the regulations must remain the
of the where caste oppres-

ness and equality, but they are also d ped v
anxiety over the loss of long-held advan!ages
current protests against the UGC regulations fit this
pattern. Isn't it obvious that many of those leading
the protests come from socially and educationally
privileged groups? This does not automatically inval-
idate the procedural concerns. But it does raise a
larger question: Are these protests primarily about
due process and legal clarity, or are they also driven
by a deeper discomfort with sfronger institutional
recognition of caste injustice? When reforms seek to
protect the vulnerable, those who long enjoyed unex-
amined privilege often experience it as a threat, even
when no real penalty is being imposed on them.

+

sion is most acute. This does not mean targeting
upper-caste students, but it does require honest
of caste power and vulnerability, The
real choice before the UGC and the government is not
equity versus unity, but a sound, constitutional equi-
ty framework versus denial and fear. If clarified and
strengthened, the regulations can serve their true
purpose, not as tools of division, but as instruments
of long-overdue justice in Indian higher education.

The writer is retired professor and former dean of

fo
the School of Arts and Humanities at Christ
University in Bengaluru
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‘Trumps worst impulses may backfire

When a Ruth Ben-Ghiat

leader sits

alone at

the top of “A dictator comes from below and

the power then throws himself in an even
seal. s deeper hole” That sentiment was

vertical, it .'s published by the French magazine

hard for him  Voila in April 1939 in a preview of

to escape Charlie Chaplin’s satirical film “The

Blamne, Great Dictator”

Today, President Trump appears to
be testing the depths of the hole into
which he can throw himself — and
drag America with him. He faces
falling approval ratings and growing
unpopularity for his domestic and
foreign policies, including his fixation
on Greenland and repeated threats of
using the U.S. military against Ameri-
cans, Rather than recalibrating, Mr.
Trump is barreling ahead (or down),
whatever the costs to the nation and
the world. Asked by reporters from
The New York Times if he recognized
any constraints on his actions, the
president replied: “My own morality.
My own mind. It's the only thing that
can stop me.”

I have seen this brand of strong-
man megalomania and the adverse
effects it can ultimately have on
leaders and their governments. I call
it autocratic backfire. Authoritarian-
minded leaders present themselves
as bold innovators with unerring
instincts about how to lead their
countries to greatness. Their person-
ality cults proclaim their infallibility
while propaganda machines suppress
news of their failures and exaggerate
their influence and competency.

As autocrats surround themselves
with loyalists who praise them and
party functionaries who repeat their
lies, leaders can start to believe their
own hype. As they cut themselves off
from expert advice and objective
feedback, they start to promulgate
unscrutinized policies that fail.
Rather than course correct, such
leaders often double down and en-
gage in even riskier behavior —
starting wars or escalating involve-
ment in military conflicts that eventu-
ally reveal the human and financial
tolls of their corruption and incompe-
tence. The result: a disillusioned
population that loses faith in the
leader and elites who begin to rethink
their support.

You can see this dynamic at work
in three scenarios over the past 100
years: Benito Mussolini’s old-school
one-party dictatorship, Vladimir
Putin’s 21st-century kleptocracy and
Mr. Trump's attempt to erode an
established democracy. All of these
leaders constructed echo chambers,
overestimated their abilities and
underestimated or dismissed their
adversaries’ capabilities.

Autocratic backfire can end in a
leader's ouster and a nation’s col-
lective ruin, as it did in Fascist Italy;
in a leader clinging to power over a
weakened state, as is happening with
Mr. Putin’s Russia; or in popular
resistance and mass mobilizations
that help restore democracy in the
end — which could yet be the fate of
the United States.

CLEDN PETERSON

“TELL MUSSOLINI

made him popular at home, further
inflating his ego, but eventually
contributed to the bankruptcy of the
Italian state.

In 1940, against the advice of many
of his generals, Il Duce entered
‘World War II alongside Adolf Hitler.

“The password among high-ranking
Fascists became, ‘Tell Mussolini what
he wants to hear,” his biographer
Laura Fermi wrote. This remained
true as he ordered troops to the
Balkans as well as East and North
Africa, leading to the loss of Italy’s

East African colonies the next year.

Even then, instead of retrenching,
Mussolini sent Italian troops to the
Russian front, again ignoring his gen-
erals’ counsel. By then, those com-
manders were shielding him from
BEN-GHIAT, PAGE 10

‘WHAT HE WANTS TO HEAR'

“I follow my instincts, and I am never
wrong,” said the Italian Fascist dicta-
tor Mussolini, shortly before he invad-
ed Ethiopia in 1935. That war and
Italy’s ensuing occupation initially

Want to make

a difference? Donate your kidney.

term, when America’s policies and

people worldwise. But most people

away an organ. I shuffled through

health care system, you might won-

If you're sick German Lopez approach toward immigrants made me  don’t want to donate an organ or don’t various appointments over 11 months, der if I had to pay for these medical
of reading the feel unwelcome and helpless. [ was know they can. Each of us can, and each designed to verify I was healthy expenses. I didn't pay a cent. Medi-

d inspired by my friend and the former should, work to change that. enough to donate without pli care verage for health
ne\n{s an Vox journalist Dylan Matthews, who My first appointment was part phys-  tions. This was longer than the typical care costs related to the donation,
fee||ng like When I told my mom I wanted to donated his kidney to a stranger and ical, part psychological. The doctors three- to six-month process and was a including tests, appointments and the
nothing you donate one of my kidneys to a strang- published an article about it. I signed ‘wanted to make sure I was physically bit of a pain. Literally, in some cases. | big surgery. Apparently, the federal
d er, her first response was: “That’s a up for an undirected transplant — fit, which I was. They also wanted to have never had so much blood drawn government figured it saves thou-

0 "_‘atters’ ‘wonderful thing you want to do.” Then meaning the kidney was not meant for ~ make sure I was of sound mind and in my life. sands of dollars paying for a one-off
chanty canbe she suggested that 1 had perhaps lost anyone specifically — through Waitlist ~ that I was not coerced into giving Given the state of the American transplant instead of years of dialysis.
an antidote. my mind and could get myself killed. Zero and the Johns Hopkins Hospital, It’s a rare example of the U.S. system
W all It was a fair concern but, as I have and underwent the surgery about a ‘working well.

€can pointed out to many people since I year later. The transplant unlocked a 1 also learned about some of the
save a life. donated in March 2018, an overstated chain of donations that meant two health care system’s absurdities. As a

one. The risk of dying from the surgery
is less than one in 10,000 —a 99.99
percent survival rate — and donors
live normal, or even longer, life spans.
The benefit, on the other hand, is
immense.

An estimated L5 million to 2 million
people worldwide — and nearly 50,000
people in the United States — die each
year because there are not enough
kidneys for transplant. Hundreds of
thousands more are on dialysis, a
lifesaving but time-sucking and physi-
cally draining treatment. Humans
need only one kidney to live, but we
have two. Giving away my kidney, to a
23-year-old woman I didn’t know, has
been the most fulfilling experience of

y life.

‘You should consider donating your
kidney, too. In a time that feels increas-
ingly chaotic and out of control, help-
ing people, directly and materially,
remains one of the few actions we can
take to immediately make the world
better.

People give to charity for all sorts of
reasons, but the biggest one, according
to research by the Charities Aid Foun-
dation, is to make a difference. This
‘was my motivation. I donated my
kidney during President Trump’s first

additional people received kidneys.

Most kidney donations come from
people who are dead. Some, about 20
to 25 percent, come from living people
donating to a specific person, often a
friend or family member. A sliver, less
than 5 percent of all living donors, do
‘what 1 did: donate to a stranger. There
are more than 100,000 Americans
currently waiting for organs, most of
them for kidneys.

The chain is a wonderful, and fairly
recent, innovation that has allowed
many more people to get lifesaving
transplants. Imagine three people —
Patients A, B and C — need kidneys.
B’s and C’s spouses are willing to
donate, but Spouse B is a match for
Patient A and Spouse C is a match for
Patient B. They all agree to pull the
trigger if a donor can be found for the
remaining patient, C. An undirected
donor can come in at that point to
complete the chain of donations. The
largest chain on record led to 126
transplants.

The problem is that living donors
are fairly rare and donors to strangers
are even rarer. This is not because
people can’t donate; in theory, we have
far more kidneys than we need, spread
among hundreds of millions of healthy

CAROLYN FIGEL

gay man, I could donate my kidney
but not my blood. The government
prohibited blood donations from
sexually active gay men until 2023,
thanks to outdated fears about H.L.V.
My kidney was fine, although the
doctors had to inform the receiver
that it was “higher risk.” Thankfully,
the threat assessment did not deter
the recipient from accepting my gay
kidney.

On the morning of the procedure, 1
asked the Johns Hopkins surgeon
how she would do it. She showed me
her right hand and joked, “I will use
this incredible tool.” The last thing
that 1 remember is being asked what
I had for breakfast before 1 drifted off
under the anesthesia.

‘The worst part of the donation
process was the recovery. Opioids
took care of the pain, but they made
me nauseous. Mostly, I was bored and
tired. I also felt like a burden to my
husband and mom, who felt com-
pelled to endure the three-day hospi-
tal stay at my side. For a week and a
half after leaving the hospital, I had to
take it easy. I had to stop lifting heavy
objects for several months. All of the
inconveniences ultimately proved
LOPEZ, PAGE 10
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When the American South

turned into icemageddon

Margaret Renkl
Contributing Writer

NASHVILLE “What is with the buying
of milk and bread pre snowstorms?” a
Nashville transplant texted me on Jan.
21. I had to explain the primary Win-
ter Disaster Preparedness Rule in the
South: Buy bread and milk. When
snow is predicted and you live in a
town with a paucity of snowplows
(whether or not they have cute names
like Dolly Plowton), you can expect to
be housebound for days.

But we didn't get a snowstorm,
which generally leaves the power on
and milk safe in the fridge. What we
got was an ice storm. Of the many
precipitation options with a winter
storm — among them snow, sleet,
freezing rain, freezing fog (new to me
until last week) — freezing rain is the
- worst Freezing rain

Anicestorm  Coats every avail-

will bring able surface with
P ice.

acity l‘k' Ice turns roads

Na_shvllle into skating rinks,

to its knees. bridges into launch-

pads, power lines

into gravity-pulled
cables bound for the ground. Ice coats
every branch and twig of every hard-
wood tree, every needle of every
evergreen. Ice brings mighty oaks
crashing down, smashing cars and
houses, blocking roads and taking
down any power lines not already
felled by ice. An ice storm will bring a
Southern city to its knees.

“We're ready,” Nashville Electric
Service wrote to customers in an
email before the front moved in. I took
this vow with a grain of salt. Ready for
what some of the models predicted,
yes. But no one could be ready for the
‘worst-case scenario, and the worst-
case scenario is what we got.

“Some say the world will end in fire,
/ Some say in ice,” wrote the poet
Robert Frost. Climate change notwith-
standing, I now hold with those who
favor ice. On Jan. 24, Nashville got hit
by what felt like a world-ending ice
storm. Three-quarters of an inch of ice
in some places — more ice than I have
ever seen in an ice storm. We are just
beginning to reckon with the devasta-
tion it caused.

It started with snow, that soft light-

ifyi d-muffli
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that drives squealing, insufficiently
dressed Southern children to the
closest hill with makeshift sleds. For
adults, snow means canceled plans
and risky driving and far too many
loads of laundry. For children, snow
means a holiday, even when it comes
on a Saturday and might not last long
enough to cancel school.

But this time the snow was followed
immediately by a long round of freez-
ing rain. Our power went out at 4:40
Sunday morning. By then the ice was
already thick on the trees. My hus-
band and I lay in bed and listened in
the sudden silence as tree branch
after tree branch cracked, gave way,
and hit the ground.

Back in 1994’s historic winter storm,
my brother and sister-in-law were on
the Interstate, heading south, when
the ice swept in and brought highway
traffic to a crawl. Again and again, in
the North Alabama forest surrounding
them, ice fell from the trees and shat-
tered, a sound my brother described
as a million chandeliers crashing to
the ground at once.

I've always remembered that de-
scription, and I will admit to having
hoped, foolishiy, that I might someday
hear that sound myself.

What my husband I heard in the
‘wee hours of last Sunday morning was
nothing like the shattering of chande-
lier crystals. As I wrote on Instagram,
it was more like gunshots: Pow pow
pow pow pow pow pow, Coming singly
and in clusters, the shots were the
sounds of heavy, ice-encased tree
limbs snapping, each shot followed by
the whoosh of the fall, the whomp of
the impact, sometimes on the roof just
above our heads. Then came the high
ringing of ice shards scattering across
ice-hard ground.

‘When the wan light of gray morning
finally dawned, it was clear that every
tree in our yard was damaged, some
of them beyond saving, even with
skilled pruning. The pine tree just past
our bedroom window lost nearly

every limb; only the very topmost
branches made it through the storm. 1
‘was happy to see that at least the owl
house mounted on the tree’s trunk,
and the squirrel that has been shelter-
ing in it all winter, came through
unscathed.

Here and across the South, my
fellow humans didn’t fare nearly so
well. Losing electricity in temperate
‘weather is one thing — I had a truly
lovely time after a derecho hit Nash-
ville during the spring of 2020 — but
losing electricity in the brutal cold is
something else altogether. This time
the power outage affected some
230,000 people, the largest outage in
Nashville history. And it came when
nighttime wind chill indexes were
‘well below zero. Without heat, people
die in weather like that.

But let me tell you, Nashville is
great in a crisis. Lots of communities
are great in a crisis, human beings in
general tend to be great in a crisis,
but this is the town I know best, and [
am always heartened to be reminded
anew that people here take care of
one another.

The city, joining nonprofits already
serving the homeless, has opened
emergency overnight shelters and set
up warming stations at firehouses and
police stations; in case you can’t get
there on your own, nightly texts and
robocalls provide the number to call
for a ride. Restaurant owners cooked
food they couldn't refrigerate and
gave it away, turning misfortune into
a bundled-up block party. People with
power took in neighbors, or brought
over blankets and hot soup, or set up
spare space heaters and ran exten-
sion cords to them from their own
generators. Sure, there's been some

TAMARAREYNOLDS

grousing, but if there’s a way to help,
people here will help.

The Tennessee National Guard is
helping with brush clearing and giv-
ing rides to shelters, too. FEMA has
dispatched some resources to storm-
ravaged states, but it isn't yet clear
how much long-term help we can
expect from the downsized agency
relative to federal help during earlier
disasters.

Climate change is making extreme
weather like heat waves and ice
storms more extreme. With U.S. pol-
icy now undermining international
climate goals, it’s clear that we'll be
needing each other more than ever.

For five long days last week, my
neighborhood had no power as the
more than 1,000 linemen working 14-
to 16-hour shifts for Nashville Electric
Service played Whac-a-Mole in the
cold, restoring power to some house-
holds while ice-laden trees continued
to fall and knock out power to others.
By Friday afternoon, more than
70,000 customers remained in the
dark, according to the utility’s outage
map.

Meanwhile, the weekend forecast
once again called for wind chill values
near zero. Unless they could afford a
hotel, or left home for a shelter, or a
neighbor took them in, tens of thou-
sands of people in Nashville were
about to be left out in the cold once
more.

Trump’s worst 1mpulses may backflre on h1m
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some of the worst news, knowing he
did not want to hear things that contra-
dicted his propaganda. When the Allies
landed in Sicily and the Fascist Grand
Council voted in July 1943 to remove
him from power, judging him incompe-
tent to govern, Mussalini went to work
the next day as though nothing had
happened.

He spent his last years as the head
of the Nazi puppet state the Republic of
Salo, his phone tapped by the Ger-
mans, He was killed by anti-Fascist
partisans in April 1945.

It fell to others to reflect on the costs
of maintaining the myth of “Mus-
solinian miracle-working,” as Tullio
Cianetti, a minister who had voted to
remove him, called it. Those around
him were too blinded to see how I1
Duce was leading Italy to disaster.

PUTIN'S OVERREACH IN UKRAINE
When Mr. Putin invaded Ukraine in
February 2022, he “already had it all,
down to the gold toilet seats in his
absurd palace in Crimea,” as Margaret
MacMillan put it. He had eliminated
rivals, had jailed dissenters and was a
main energy supplier to much of Eu-
rope. He paid no significant price for
his imperialist aggressions in Georgia
in 2008 or Crimea in 2014, with the
Crimean annexation giving him a
nationalist high and boosting his popu-
larity.

But Mr. Putin had become insecure.
He was fearful of internal dissent, as
evidenced by his escalating repression
of Alexei Navalny, and fearful of
Ukraine’s democracy over the border.
While older Russians supported him, a
Levada poll in February 2021 indicated
that nearly half of respondents ages 18
to 24 said the country was heading in
the wrong direction.

The invasion of Ukraine was sup-
posed to secure Mr. Putin’s place in
history as the leader who revived a
version of the Soviet empire. Instead,
the war has exposed the depth of
Russian institutional incompetence,
tarnished the president’s reputation
and left Russia more reliant on other
autocracies. Facing large-scale deaths
of its soldiers, the country has had to
recruit fighters from North Korea,
Cuba, Syria and African nations to
supplement its forces in Ukraine. With
the war consuming almost a quarter of
Russia’s liquid assets in 2024,
Moscow's economic dependence on
China will probably deepen.

This blow to Mr. Putin’s image and
Russia’s global stature has brought
some domestic destabilization, from
the Wagner Group head Yevgeny
Prigozhin’s mutiny in June 2023 to
increased disaffection and public criti-
cism from elites. Dozens of prominent
Russians have perished in suspicious
circumstances since the war started,
and Russia’s youths are deeply skepti-

ASSOCATED FRESS

Benito Mussolini, center, in Libya in 1937. “I follow my instincts, and 1 am never wrong,” he said before invading Ethiopia in 1935.

‘That war and Italy’s occupation initially made him popular at home but

cal of the conflict and the government'’s
messaging around it.

“Putin did overreach going into
Ukraine,” a former U.S. ambassador to
Russia, Michael McFaul, said last year.
“This is a disaster for their economy.
He's just slaughtered some of the
young people,” he added. “His autocra-
cy at home and imperialism abroad
has set them back decades.”

‘EGO DAMAGED. SWAGGER LOST"

to the

sycophants who praise his judgmenl
and fill him with a sense of i i

ptey of the Italian state.

Mr. Trump pardoned for his activities

So it's no surprise that the signs of a
potential backfire are growing. Unlike
Mussolini and Mr. Putin, Mr. Trump
still operates in a democracy. He was
unable to consolidate power before
becoming unpopular, and he seems
unlikely to recover his higher approval
ratings. A majority of Americans don’t
support his efforts to gain control of
- Greenland and

Happily for Mr. Putin, Mr. Trump Tt is well how he is handling
seems intent on using his presidency d& etited the war in Ukraine.
to help solve those problems He has thau cum The brutality and
elevated Kremlin ech- t 5 i of
oed Kremlin talking points and are at their masked Immigra-
presented a “peace plan” for Ukraine most dangerous  tion and Customs
that draws closely from a Russian- when they feel  Enforcement
written draft document. threatened. agents are also

To the dismay of Republican poll- unpopular.
sters and politicians who lament his Mr. Trump’s

reduced popularity, Mr. Trump has
been more focused on those efforts —
along with his White House ballroom,
his fantasy of owning Greenland, the
‘bombing of boats in the Caribbean and
militarized repression of Americans
living in Democratic-governed cities —
than on affordability, jobs and the
issues that win elections.

Now, it seems, it's America’s turn to
have a “Bubble Wrapped president,” as
The Atlantic called him, surrounded by

behavior during a
recent address to the nation suggests
he is aware of cooling public sentiment.
He shouted at times, as though he felt
fewer people were listening. He re-
peated old lines about fixing the
messes of others and newer lines about
being a peacemaker, but the magic that
brought so many to him may be dissi-
pating. “Confidence fading. Can't lie
through the reality anymore,” Owen
Shroyer, a former Infowars host whom

on Jan. 6, on X. “His base
has turned. He knows it. Ego dam-
aged. Swagger lost.”

It is well documented that strong-
men are at their most dangerous when
they feel threatened. That is why, as
popular discontent with the Trump
administration’s actions deepens,
Americans should brace for height-
ened militarized domestic repression
and more imperialist aggression
abroad.

The rules of autocratic backfire are
clear. Even if a struggling strongman
manages to stay in power, once his
carefully crafted image is tarnished, a
collective reckoning can begin with the
costs of his corruption and lying. Once
a leader proclaims, “I am the only one
that matters” and sits alone at the top
of the pinnacle of power, it is hard for
him to escape blame, no matter how
many officials and former friends he
purges. He is more vulnerable to being
removed or, at the very least, judged —
by lawmakers, by courts, at the polls
and, perhaps most lastingly, by history.

RUTH BEN-GHIAT is a professor of history
at New York University. She is the
author of “Strongmen: Mussolini to the
Present” and publishes Lucid, a news-
letter on threats to democracy.

The U.S. dollar is falling. That’s OK.

FURMAN, FROM PAGE 1

caution, worried that a careless phrase
could roil markets and perhaps hoping,
quietly, that words alone might influ-
ence exchange rates over time. One of
President Bill Clinton’s Treasury secre-
taries, Robert Rubin, perfected this
rhetorical balancing act with the care-
ful mantra, “A strong dollar is in our
national interest.” Treasury secretaries
ever since have repeated that convic-
tion, most recently Scott Bessent,
whom Mr. Trump appointed and who
last Wednesday reaffirmed that the
“U.S. always has a strong dollar pol-
icy”

Speaking carefully, however, is not
the same as speaking coherently. At
the same time that U.S. officials from
both parties have praised a stronger
dollar, they have also complained —
loudly — that the weak currencies of
other countries, especially those of
China and Japan, gave them an unfair
trade advantage. This, they worried,
allowed other countries to flood the
United States with cheaper goods,
skewing consumer habits toward
products made abroad, which over
time meant fewer and fewer jobs in
America’s manufacturing sector. But if
those other currencies are stronger,
then by definition, the dollar is weaker.

In the short run, words matter. Over
longer periods, exchange rates are
driven by fundamentals like budget
deficits, capital flows and central
banks' interest rates. Asked about the
dollar’s recent slide, Mr. Trump
sounded almost nonchalant, saying he
wanted the dollar to “just seek its own
level.” That is closer to what I teach my
students than it is to the mystical
incantations of traditional currency
diplomacy.

There is good reason to think that
the dollar’s own level may well be
lower than where it has been in the
past few years. The Federal Reserve
has cut interest rates more ag-
gressively in recent months than most
other major central banks, while the
Bank of Japan has been raising them.

That invest-

MARGARET RENKL is the author of “The
Comfort of Crows” and the forthcoming
children’s book “The Weedy Garden.”
She reports from Nashville on flora,
fauna, politics and culture in the Ameri-
can South.

ors to shift money out of dollars and
into foreign currencies, where they can
earn comparatively higher returns.
Even after its recent decline, the dollar
remains historically strong, still near
the top of the range it has fluctuated in

over the past several decades.

More broadly, the United States
continues to run a trade deficit that is
uncomfortably large. Contrary to Mr.
Trump’s claims, this is not because
other countries are cheating or taking
advantage of America. It is because
American consumers — and the Amer-
ican government — spend and borrow
too much. The result is excessive and
possibly unsustainable indebtedness to
the rest of the world to finance our
consumption.

A weaker dollar could help correct
this imbalance, reducing spending on
imported goods — think Spanish olive
oil or Vietnamese electronics — while
boosting exports and narrowing the
trade deficit.

This, however, is where Mr. Trump
should be careful about getting what
he wishes for. A weaker dollar may
improve the U.S. economy’s long-run
balance, but it does so by forcing
Americans to tighten their belts and

ARNESELLSTORF

cut back on spending. That is about as
popular a message as telling children
to eat more spinach today so they will
be healthier in the future.

On X the Democratic pollster David
Shor has noted that periods of a
weaker dollar during President Joe
Biden’s tenure coincided with lower
consumer confidence. Academic re-
search has documented the same
pattern. Around the world, govern-
ments have almost never paid a politi-
cal price for rapid currency strength-
ening, but many have been toppled
after sharp currency depreciation. At
this time of year, much of the spinach
Americans import comes from Mexico.
Americans will soon find out how
much more they are willing to spend
for their greens now that the green-
back has gone down.

Donate
a kidney

LOPEZ, FROM PAGE 9
minor. I mostly lived my life as I had
before.

My donation felt like a rejection of
the day's politics — and not just be-
cause it required overcoming some
light homophobia. It felt like an act of
defiance; I was plugging a small hole
in a porous health care system while
our leaders’ proposed cuts to Oba-
macare and Medicaid attempted to
open a chasm.

Many people turn inward when
things get bad. They prioritize their
friends and family over others. It's an
understandable instinct, but if we are
being honest with ourselves, many of
us are doing fine — the fire is outside
our houses. Donating a kidney offers
an opportunity to do something big. If
you're sick of reading the news and
feeling like nothing you do matters,
charity can be an antidote.

It was for me. When I was younger,
1 felt pessimistic about an individual’s
ability to change the world. But I now
know that I can have a huge effect on
other people’s lives. The officials
eroding government aid programs
and democratic institutions benefit
from good people’s nihilism. Nothing
disproves helplessness like actually
helping others.

Better policy could help. Donating a
kidney still involves real expenses.
The donor has to travel and take time
off work, as do those who help the
donor during recovery. The federal
government should cover these ex-
penses. At the least, we should find
ways to make it so giving away a
kidney doesn't cost the donor money.

The risk of donating a kidney is not
zero, but it was minuscule versus the
benefit of extending another person's
life by years, if not decades. And
things have worked out. I have had
zero kidney or health problems since
my donation more than seven years
ago. I still don't know the woman who
received my kidney, as I chose to stay
anonymous. I'm happy enough know-
ing that my donation has given her
years of life. I hope she is happy, too.

JASON FURMAN was the chairman of the
White House Council of Economic Ad-
visers from 2013 to 2017.

GERMAN LOPEZ is a writer for the Times
editorial board.
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Out With EVs, in With Spaceflight

Green pun-
dits can still
be heard in-
sisting China
has seized a
strategic
high ground
in solar. But
the convic-
tion is no-
ticeably leak-
ing from
their voices. Solar panels are
useful; they seem less and less
strategic by the hour. China’s
makers will have to keep cut-
ting prices to find customers
in a world of expanding energy
options.

Those expanding energy op-
tions are the real story.

A seal ideol

By Holman W.
Jenkins, Jr.

If you're confused about
what  constitutes world-
changing energy and trans-
portation engineering, maybe
it’s time to look elsewhere:
human spaceflight.

The key is rocket reusabil-
ity, pioneered by Elon Musk,
which has given rise to a $12-
billion-a-year revenue-generat-
ing business in Starlink, soon
to be joined by Jeff Bezos’ ver-
sion of space-based internet
access through his company
Blue Origin.

With SpaceX’s forthcoming
Starship, launch costs per kilo-
gram are expected to fall to 1%
of the costs under the space
shuttle. New paying space ven-
tures are in view. Microgravity

ing will allow purer

worldview has collapsed, the
so-called energy transition. If
battery electric is the future of
transportation and robotics, as
many say, so what? Fossil fuels
will continue to find customers
and myriad applications. Emis-
sions will continue.

The fantasy about electric
cars being the Christ of con-
sumer products, our savior,
has gone to the ideological
landfill in the sky. A carbon tax
remains the sensible approach
to moderating CO2, if anyone
is asking. They aren’t. And yet
the Trump administration may
be about to open a backdoor to
let Chinese EVs enter the U.S.
tariff-free. Another strategic
industry we’re about to lose?
No. Americans will suffer infe-
rior cars and inferior carmak-
ers only if we shield our do-
mestic market from
competition.

and more-uniform crystals, al-
loys and drug compounds. He-
lium mining on the moon is
possible. Large amounts of data
for Al might be processed more
cheaply in orbit thanks to solar
energy and ease of cooling. Mr.
Musk on Monday announced he
will merge SpaceX with his Al
company in pursuit of exactly
this opportunity.

Two things might threaten
this boom. One is debris prolif-
eration in low Earth orbit if
there’s an accident. SpaceX
will soon make its first at-
tempt at refueling a rocket in
space. For once, move fast and
break things isn’t the order of
the day.

The other is the palsied
hand of government. Private
space flight has been going so
well, it’s hardly been a subject
in this column since a 2004 ef-
fort to prod congressional ac-

tion on a safe harbor from the
lawsuit industry. Now that mo-
ment has returned. The Senate
is considering a bill to codify a
Trump executive order stream-
lining licensing rules and pro-
cedures. Guess who opposes
the order? The state of Califor-
nia, possibly out of animus for
Mr. Musk.

I've made my forecast clear.
The U.S. won’t deal with its
looming debt problem except
with ad hockery—inflation,

America’s ‘strategic’
industries are those
that reward innovation
with profits.

spending cuts, tax hikes, de
facto claw-backs of govern-
ment benefits via waiting lists
and declining service quality.

But the coming debt convul-
sion can end badly or very,
very badly ing on one

benefit from his decisions. And
Democrats proclaim a strange
new enthusiasm for socialism,
never mind that we already
have a lot of socialism. It’s the
source of our runaway debt.

Why not more socialism?
For one thing, in our newly
Hobbesian international envi-
ronment, not keeping pace in
the race for wealth and tech-
nology means falling prey to
those who do. Ask yourself
which countries are likely to
prevail: Those that afford their
industries relatively free ac-
cess to a global division of la-
bor? Or those that follow the
lure of industrial policy and
protectionism?

Mr. Trump does have a deci-
sion to make, and it isn’t an
easy one. The market is run-
ning away as fast as it can
from centralized, government-
run, cost-plus space endeavors.
This month, until Monday’s hy-
drogen leak, NASA hoped to
test a rocket-and-capsule sys-
tem that has been plagued

thing: whether we protect a 15-
generation North American
legacy of personal enterprise
and rule of law. For now, the
U.S. remains outside the norm
of our major global antago-
nists. Our politics isn’t solely
reduced to figuring out who
has created something of
value, like SpaceX, so it can be
shaken down, stolen or har-
nessed for aggressive statist
ends.

Less encouragingly, Presi-
dent Trump vents a noticeably
corruption-tinged urge to ex-
tract favors from firms that

with delays and
overruns. The test involves a
four-astronaut flyby of the
moon as a dry run for a moon
landing, perhaps in 2028.

That 2028 landing remains
on the agenda for now, but the
latest Trump budget proposal
calls for scrapping NASA’s
$100 billion investment imme-
diately after: too expensive,
too complicated, too uncom-
petitive with private rockets
for a sustainable moon pres-
ence. With this debate sim-
mering nearby, going ahead
with the launch will take some
political bravery.

Trump’s ICE Tactics Alienate Americans

During  the
first year of
his  second
term, Presi-
dent Trump
has governed
as if he needs
to please only
one subset of
those  who
voted for him
in 2024—his
hard-core MAGA base. This is
a mistake. Only 6 in 10 Repub-
licans identify as MAGA sup-
porters, while about 3 in 10
say they aren't and the rest
are unsure, according to a re-
cent Economist/YouGov poll.
Only 54% of all Americans who
voted for Mr. Trump identify
with MAGA.

Polling last summer found
that while 55% of Americans
liked Mr. Trump’s deportation
goals, only 44% liked the
means he was using to achieve
those goals—and that support
for Immigration and Customs
Enforcement was declining.
Many of the president’s sup-
porters have come to share
these reservations.

More than a third of those
who voted for him in 2024
now say in a Politico poll that
while they back the goals of
his mass-deportation cam-
paign, they disapprove of the
way he’s implementing it. This
sentiment is especially preva-
lent among non-MAGA sup-
porters. Overall, 62% of MAGA
Trump voters and only 37% of
non-MAGA Trump voters sup-
port Mr. Trump’s deportation
goals and methods.

That Mr. Trump has gov-
erned with an eye only to his

POLITICS
& IDEAS
By William
A. Galston

base helps explain the steady
erosion of support since the
early weeks of his administra-
tion. The recent violent con-
frontations in Minneapolis
have generated a crisis that
threatens to engulf his agenda
and wipe out the Republican
majority in the House.

Nearly everyone agrees that
immigrants illegally in the U.S.
who have committed serious
crimes should be deported.
But self-identifying MAGA vot-
ers are out of step with the
broader public. Of those polled
by Politico, 44% of MAGA
Trump voters say that “the
federal government should
aim to deport as many illegal
immigrants as possible, re-
gardless of criminal history.”
Only 18% of all voters take this
stance. Less than a third of
voters think that people who
arrived here illegally as chil-
dren should be deported, ac-
cording to a Harvard Harris
Poll. Putting a 5-year-old in a
detention center generates im-
ages that no public-relations
expert can spin away.

The distinction between per-
mitted and forbidden means is
the core of the rule of law. Most
Americans understand this in-
stinctively and reject govern-
ment actions that violate their
sense of what law and common
decency permit.

The actions of ICE and Bor-
der Patrol agents have crossed
this line. According to Harvard
Harris, majorities believe that
federal agents have gone too
far and are violating civil lib-
erties. In the fatal shootings of
Renee Good and Alex Pretti,
they say agents were too quick

to use excessive force. A plu-
rality believe that agents
should be making targeted ar-
rests, not engaging in random
street sweeps. Most Americans
think agents shouldn’t make
arrests in workplaces, schools
or daycare centers. By wide
margins, according to Pew Re-
search Center, they think it's
unacceptable for agents to use
people’s appearance or the

The hard-core MAGA
base supports him, but
that won’t be enough
to win the midterms.

or slightly,” according to a
YouGov poll. This is a remark-
able state of affairs for an
agency whose goals enjoy
broad public support.

The fight over the 2026
budget for the Department of
Homeland Security gives the
Trump administration and
congressional Republicans an
opportunity to change course.
But they face a conundrum fa-
miliar to veterans of electoral
politics: To placate the frus-
trated voters who threaten to
jump ship, they’ll need to take
steps that could antagonize
Mr. Trump’s most fervent sup-
porters. Persuading the MAGA
base that it's necessary to

language they speak as a rea-
son to check their immigration
status. They also reject agents’
use of face coverings to hide
their identities.

According to multiple re-
cent surveys, Americans now
believe that ICE’s actions have
been more harmful than bene-
ficial and have made Ameri-
can cities less safe. They want
the federal government to
change course.  Agents
shouldn’t enter private homes
without warrants or detain
U.S. citizens, most Americans
say. They shouldn’t wear plain
clothes but uniforms that
identify their agency. They
should be required to identify
themselves and to wear body
cameras.

Funding for ICE is now less
popular than foreign aid, and
51% of Americans believe that
the federal government should
decrease funding for ICE “a lot

d the push for mass
deportations won't be easy.
Immigration is the issue about
which many of them care the
most. If the administration
looks as if it’s pulling back,
some of them could stay home
in November.

Still, Mr. Trump has little
choice, as he seems to realize.
A new Fox News survey finds
that 68% of Americans, includ-
ing 48% of Republicans, be-
lieve that the president isn’t
devoting enough time to the
country’s economic problems.
Mr. Trump’s recent effort to
pivot to the economy has no
chance of breaking through as
long as the controversy over
deportations dominates the
news. Seven in 10 Americans
rate economic conditions as
fair or poor. If they think that
Mr. Trump isn’t focused on
improving the economy, it’s
hard to see how his party can
avoid a serious setback in the
midterm elections.

Newsom Continues a Medicaid ‘Scam’

By Chris Jacobs

avin Newsom’s press

office has been pump-

ing out social-media
posts on healthcare fraud in
red states. But the California
governor’s latest budget
maintains a Medicaid funding
gimmick designed to bilk fed-
eral taxpayers of billions of
dollars, even though Congress
outlawed it months ago.

Mr. Newsom’s budget, re-
leased last month, assumes
that a Medicaid provider tax
on managed-care organiza-
tions will remain in place
through December. In 2026
this assessment taxes insurers
covering Medicaid enrollees
at $274 a month per enrollee,
while the tax for other enroll-
ees is $2.25 a month. The dis-
parate treatment seeks to
maximize revenue from Med-
icaid beneficiaries, for whom
California can gain additional
federal matching funds, with-
out raising costs for people
with other forms of insur-
ance, such as employer-spon-
sored coverage.

Provider taxes facilitate
fraud on multiple levels. The
Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services described
the taxes as “money launder-
ing”—Vice President Joe Bi-
den reportedly called them a
“scam”—because they do lit-
tle other than increase the
share of Medicaid costs paid

His budget includes a
tax that Congress has
rendered illegal.

by federal rather than state
dollars. With Washington
bearing most of the burden
due to these cost shifts, state
Medicaid programs have less
incentive to focus on program
integrity.

Republican and Democratic
administrations alike have
warned about the abusive na-
ture of this tax, which raises
an estimated $7.5 billion a year
for California. On two occa-
sions, the Biden administration
warned California that CMS in-

tended to eliminate the loop-
hole. In May the Trump ad-
ministration issued a rule to
do so; for states like California,
which had received repeated
warnings about the issue, CMS
proposed ending the loophole
immediately on publication of
the final rule.

Weeks after CMS issued its
proposed rule, Congress
closed the loophole through a
provision in the Big Beautiful
Bill Act. The law provides
that the provision became ef-
fective “upon the date of en-
actment . . . subject to any
transition period determined
appropriate” of up to three
fiscal years.

In November, CMS issued
guidance suggesting that the
transition period would last
until the end of the state’s
current fiscal year; in Califor-
nia’s case, until June 30. Yet
despite years of warnings
that California needed to
modify or repeal this abusive
tax, and explicit guidance
from CMS, Mr. Newsom’s bud-
get assumes it can maintain
the status quo for all of 2026.

CMS has legitimate policy
reasons for closing this loop-
hole as quickly as possible.
The proposed rule last May
estimated that it would save
$33.2 billion in federal costs
and an additional $18.8 billion
in state spending from 2026
through 2030. Given the re-
peated warnings states have
received about this issue, one
might ask why CMS hasn’t in-
sisted on enforcing the new
restrictions retroactive to the
enactment of the Big Beauti-
ful Bill in July.

At a bare minimum, federal
officials should reject any at-
tempt by California to extend
the transition period beyond
June. If Mr. Newsom wishes
to couple his continued reli-
ance on this abusive—and
now illegal—gimmick with
online trolling, the Trump ad-
ministration could respond:
Be careful what you wish for
in focusing on fraud—you just
might get it.

M. Jacobs is founder and
CEO of Juniper Research
Group.

BOOKSHELF By Andrew Stark

Self-Help
You Can Use

How to Know Your Self

By J. Eric Oliver
Liveright, 288 pages, $31.99

he psychologist B.F. Skinner (1904-90) is remembered
for his principle of reinforcement. His idea was sim-
ple. When our actions are rewarded by their con-
sequences, we tend to repeat them. When they are not,
we don’t.

One day a friend of mine witnessed Skinner rushing
into an elevator at Harvard. The elevator was programmed,
as signs indicated, to wait with its doors open for 2
minutes before heading up. That didn’t prevent Skinner
from repeatedly pressing the close-door button, even
though his behavior wasn’t once reinforced by any kind
of reward.

It is a cautionary tale. If the great theorist of reinforce-
ment couldn’t stop himself from compulsively jabbing an
unresponsive button, then how can the rest of us ever

~ throw off the self-
defeating thoughts,
regrets and obsessions
that replay themselves
endlessly in our minds?
J. Eric Oliver’s “How to
Know Your Self: The Art
& Science of Discovering
Who You Really Are”
offers some hope.
Mr. Oliver, a political
scientist at the University
of Chicago, explains that
our selves are composed
of several layers. At the
basic cellular level, we are
beings that metabolize
energy, reproduce off-
spring and pursue survival.
Then comes our animal self,
with its capacity to identify patterns in our immediate
environment.

The next level, Mr. Oliver says, is our linguistic self.
Language, which evolved within the past 200,000 years,
endowed our species with the ability to plan for the future
and reflect on the past, thus extending our selves backward
and forward in time. As societies emerged, we began to
develop egos, those brittle parts of our selves taxed with
negotiating between our primal urges and the constraints
of a civilized order.

As these layers piled up and the self grew more sophisti-
cated, Mr. Oliver says, they also twisted and trapped us.
Language’s capacity to elongate the self in time burdened
us with anxiety and regret. The ego’s constant need to be
fortified made us chronically insecure. Because we never
got over the rejection we suffered from our first crush, for
instance, we now perpetually worry that our spouse is
about to leave us.

What to do about all of this? Mr. Oliver's answers might
seem conventional, but they furnish a welcome alternative
to much contemporary self-help literature. He has little
use for those gurus who tell us that we can “conquer the
world.” Nor does he share the vogue for “radical accep-
tance,” whose advocates counsel us to simply endure and
even embrace the mental blocks and anxieties we have
accumulated along our personal life path.

Instead, Mr. Oliver suggests, among other things, medi-
tation and yoga, explaining how these Eastern practices can
help up transcend our personal preoccupations and loosen
the constraints of the ego’s self-obsession. The ultimate
goal, he says, is a “shift in perspective—seeing ourselves
not as separate individuals but as interconnected partici-
pants in life’s grand experiment.”

Western psychotherapy also has a role to play. A skilled
therapist—or the judicious use of psychedelics—can free us
from the longtime anxieties, simmering resentments and
secret vulnerabilities that our distorted sense of self has
bequeathed to us. If you can't help worrying that your part-
ner is about to “elope with that cute waiter who they smiled
at with a little too much enthusiasm,” Mr. Oliver writes, a
therapist can help you recognize that such thoughts, even if
they “made sense when you were young . . . are now just
messing with your adult life.”

Human psychology has burdened us with
anxiety about the future and regret about the
past. It may be fruitful to look outwards.

“How to Know Your Self” is an enjoyable book that is full
of wry wit. For instance, Mr. Oliver observes that there is
no word for the si; lust and disgust we
can feel toward the same person, and suggests “disglust”
as a possibility. But there are problems with the advice
he offers.

Many of us, trying meditation, find it difficult to keep
our mind focused on our mantra, let alone shed our ego and
experience some kind of merger with the universe. And not
everyone buys the self-help message that we can conquer the
universe in every possible way. What we can do—what many
of us try to do over the course of our lives—is find our own
unique hill on which we occupy the top and take our egoistic
satisfaction that way.

Ted Cohen didn’t claim to be the greatest philosopher
of his generation, for example, but the jacket of one of his
books indicated that he was among the funniest. A.J. Lie-
bling didn’t profess to be the best wordsmith who ever
lived, but he did say that he could write faster than anyone
who could write better. Jean-Jacques Rousseau noted that
if all else fails, each of us can be the best parent in the
world in the eyes of our children. Think of all those shirts
that say “World’s Best Dad.”

As for Mr. Oliver’s enthusiasm for psychotherapy, not all
of us are able to spend long hours exploring the wounds
that our unique psychologies or childhoods have inflicted
on us. Yet nor are we able to simply accept those wounds.
Fortunately, literature can help. Good novels and memoirs
remind us that whatever our own issues might be, they are
at some level universal. Reading gives us the consolation of
solidarity. For many it is a vital supplement to the therapy
Mr. Oliver recommends.

This is where Skinner comes in. His doctrines are no
longer cutting-edge. But in demonstrating, if inadvertently,
that even he couldn’t escape what Mr. Oliver calls the
“obsessions, preoccupations, and mental loops that grip us
so tightly,” the psychologist provided an important service.
He let the mantle slip and showed us that when it comes to
being human, we're never alone.

Mr. Stark’s books include “The Consolations of Mortal-
ity” and “Conflict of Interest in American Public Life.”
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How to Get Kevin Warsh Confirmed

last week to nominate Kevin Warsh to

run the Federal Reserve, but now Mr.
Trump has to get him con-
firmed by the Senate. The big
obstacle is Mr. Trump’s crimi-
nal probe into current Fed
Chair Jerome Powell, which
the President should stop in
his own political interest.

Federal prosectors recently sent a criminal
subpoena to Mr. Powell regarding testimony he
gave to Congress last summer concerning the
renovation of the Fed’s office buildings in Wash-
ington, D.C. The renovations cost hundreds of
millions of dollars more than projected, which
alas is all too typical for a government building
project.

We haven’t seen the subpoena, but sources
who have seen it say it amounts to a broad fish-
ing expedition to find something, anything, to
charge against the Chairman. His testimony on
the renovations shows no criminal intent we
can see. That suggests the investigation by the
U.S. Attorney for the District of Columbia, Jean-
ine Pirro, is intended to punish Mr. Powell for
not cutting interest rates as aggressively as Mr.
Trump prefers.

This political lawfare now may backfire as
Mr. Trump tries to get his own nominees on the
Fed board. North Carolina GOP Sen. Thom Tillis
on Friday praised Mr. Warsh as a “qualified
nominee with a deep understanding of mone-
tary policy.” But he reiterated that he won’t sup-
port a Trump nominee to the Fed until the in-
vestigation into Mr. Powell is resolved.

Mr. Tillis sits on the Senate Banking Commit-
tee, which will review Mr. Warsh’s nomination.
Republicans have a 13-11 majority on the com-
mittee. Without Mr. Tillis’s support, a stalemate
is likely. Senate Majority Leader John Thune on
Thursday said that the Senate probably couldn’t
confirm a Fed pick without Mr. Tillis’s support.
Mr. Tillis isn’t running for re-election this year
after Mr. Trump trashed him on social media,
so the Senator has little incentive to give Mr.
Trump a break.

Does this worry the President? Not that he’s
letting on. Asked by the press if Ms. Pirro would
drop the Powell probe in light of Mr. Tillis’s

]P resident Trump made a wise decision

Tell Pirro to drop the
criminal probe over
Powell’s testimony.

statement, Mr. Trump replied: “She’s got to take
it to the end and see. . .. It’s either gross incom-
petence or it’s theft of some kind.” He’s right
that there’s incompetence—by
his Administration.

Federal Housing Finance
Agency director Bill Pulte,
who seems to think his main
duty is fealty to Mr. Trump,
has been pushing for a Powell
investigation since last summer. “Jerome Pow-
ell’s $2.5B Building Renovation Scandal stinks
to high heaven, and he lied when asked about
the specifics before Congress. This is nothing
short of malfeasance,” Mr. Pulte tweeted in July.
This was a smear without evidence to support
his claim of misconduct.

Our sources say Mr. Pulte wrote a report on
the renovations that made its way to Ms. Pirro,
a former Fox News celebrity who is a first-de-
gree Trump loyalist. An extended legal fight is
possible if Mr. Powell defies or challenges the
subpoena. That would make it unlikely that the
Senate advances Mr. Warsh’s nomination any-
time soon.

The criminal probe may also encourage Mr.
Powell to remain as a Fed governor even after his
chairmanship ends in May. His term as governor
doesn’t expire until 2028, and most chairmen
step down from the board when their chairman-
ship ends. Mr. Warsh is filling the open seat cre-
ated by the departure of Stephen Miran, whose
term expired on Friday. But Mr. Powell might stay
on if he feels the independence of the Fed is in
jeopardy from the Pirro criminal probe.

If Mr. Powell departs, Mr. Trump would have
asecond opening to fill on the seven-person Fed
board and a chance to give Mr. Warsh a wing
man for his reform agenda. Mr. Warsh will need
more support in particular to get his regulatory
reform agenda past the Biden appointees on the
board. Former World Bank president and Trea-
sury official David Malpass would be a good,
and confirmable, choice.

All of this argues for Attorney General Pam
Bondi to order Ms. Pirro to close the Powell case
file and focus on real crimes. The duo aren’t do-
ing the President, or the country, any favors by
continuing with this harassing and counterpro-
ductive investigation.

The Epstein Files Fallout Hits the Innocent

so-called Epstein files has gone pretty

much as skeptics warned. The feds pub-
lished another three million pages on Friday.
Such investigatory materials are usually kept
private to protect innocent victims and wit-
nesses—a lesson that Congress will now relearn
at their expense.

‘Though the Justice Department sought to re-
dact sensitive information, Congress mandated
disclosure in 30 days. The Journal reports that
last week’s documents initially failed to black
out the names of at least 43 victims of Jeffrey
Epstein, “including many who haven’t shared
their identities publicly or were minors when
they were abused by the notorious sex of-
fender.” Some of their addresses or email ad-
dresses were posted.

The files also included “dozens of unredacted
nude images,” showing the faces and bodies of
“young women or possibly teenagers,” the New
York Times said. The Justice Department
scrambled to fix the oversights. “You're talking
about pieces of paper that stack from the
ground to two Eiffel Towers,” Deputy Attorney
General Todd Blanche told Fox News. “We knew
that there would be mistakes.”

Meantime, heinous accusations are circulat-
ing against prominent people, without any evi-
dence they’re true. Since Epstein died in 2019,

Vladimir Putin Isn’t

P resident Trump has his hands full in

T he Justice Department’s release of the

Venezuela while also pondering mili-
tary action in Iran, but the Ukraine war
is grinding on and Vladimir
Putin wants the world to

The Russian death toll

prosecutors have had time to chase real leads.
The Epstein emails that show elites privately co-
zying up to a wealthy sex offender are embar-
rassing, but the government isn’t supposed to
be in the business of posting scandalous raw evi-
dence without a verifiable criminal case.

“There are allegations in there that, with 10 or
15 minutes of work, you can realize have no basis
in fact,” Jay Clayton, the U.S. Attorney for Man-
hattan, told CNBC. Protecting accusers, he said,
matters for prosecuting future offenders, since
it’s “very, very difficult to get victims to come for-
ward in these types of situations.”

Congress can’t fob off blame for the redac-
tion errors, after it set an impossible deadline.
If lawmakers have a vestigial sense of shame,
they can apologize to the victims whose infor-
mation was posted. The brave exception is Re-
publican Rep. Clay Higgins, the only member of
Congress who voted against this document
dump, because it “abandons 250 years of crimi-
nal justice procedure” and “will absolutely re-
sult in innocent people being hurt.”

Apparently, neither the Biden Administra-

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Is It Time for ICE to Pause in Minneapolis?

I agree with one core point in your
editorial (“Time for ICE to Pause in
Minneapolis” Jan. 26): If the facts are
as the video appears to show, this is ex-
actly the kind of use-of-force incident
that demands immediate, independent
scrutiny and full accountability.

But calling for a “pause” is the
‘wrong prescription—and dangerous.
That would reward organized street ob-
struction. It would tell activists nation-
wide that confrontation, escalation and
viral pressure can veto federal law en-
forcement. It would reward, too, the
top state and local officials who encour-
aged mass “citizen monitoring,” urging
people to flood the streets with phones,
and who publicly frame Immigration
and Customs Enforcement as an occu-
pying force or “terror” operation.

The right standard is simple and
consistent: Enforce the law every-
where, and enforce it professionally. If
an agent fired after a weapon was al-
ready secured and the suspect was un-
der control, investigate, preserve evi-
dence, release bodycam where legally
possible, and prosecute if warranted.
We can defend the rule of law without
defending sloppy tactics.

I6or MERTZ
Royal Oak, Mich.

More than a pause is needed. While
removing dangerous individuals who
entered illegally has likely 1

financial incentives under Customs
and Border Protection’s Home pro-
gram could encourage voluntary de-
partures, and those who remain
should be allowed, after careful vet-
ting, to apply for legal residence. ICE
should act only against individuals
who pose credible threats.

ANDRE MONTERO

Brooklyn, N.Y.

Your editorial is on point in looking
at how the use of ICE should be man-
aged going forward, especially in
sanctuary cities such as Minneapolis.
But President Trump could’ve avoided
this becoming a losing situation. Had
he honored the wishes of Gov. Tim
Walz and Mayor Jacob Frey, and not
sent in more ICE agents and troops,
all the onus of the likely future crimes
would be on the Minnesota officials
and proven Mr. Trump correct. The
public would then likely be supportive
of the president and demand help
from federal agents to help search for
and deport the criminal element of
those in our country illegally.

Davip AND CAROL POWELL
Tucson, Ariz.

Lamentations of immigration
agents’ actions seem to miss who has
responsibility for immigration law.
Were Congress to address the status

crime, the administration’s current ap-
proach to deportations causes more
harm than good. Mistakes by both ad-
vocates and opponents have led to un-
necessary deaths and deepened na-
tional divisions.

The government cannot undo past
mass illegal immigration, but hu-
mane, effective options exist. Greater

of illegal i who have been
here for a lengthy period and been law
abiding, ICE could focus on criminal il-
legal aliens. ICE, today, must enforce
today’s laws. This one action by Con-
gress would reduce much of the frus-
tration and hostility toward federal
agents.

STEVEN R. ELMAN

Norfolk, Va.

Billionaire Tax Would Save Calif. Healthcare

1 was disappointed to read Jon
Hartley and Arthur Laffer’s misleading
op-ed about the proposed California
Billionaire Tax ballot measure in your
pages (“California Wealth Tax Backers
Ignore Proposition 13 Lessons” Jan.
26). As a dedicated healthcare worker
and a member of our SEIU-United
Healthcare Workers West's statewide
executive board, I was proud to vote
“Yes” that our union should sponsor
the proposal to protect our patients.

Contrary to the writers’ claims
about high taxes, nationally billion-
aires pay less in taxes on their overall
wealth than working families do, the
National Bureau of Economic Research
estimates. And soon, massive federal
healthcare funding cuts in 2026 may

Cashiering Coal Will Lead
To More Cold, Dark Nights

You're right to highlight coal’s crit-
ical role in keeping the lights on dur-
ing the recent arctic blast (“Thank
Heaven for Coal Power,” Review &
Outlook, Jan. 26). But this is about
more than one storm. Electricity de-
mand is rising rapidly due to artifi-
cial intelligence, data centers, ad-
vanced manufacturing, and
electrification. These industries are
central to U.S. economic growth,

tion nor the Trump Administration was able to
bring new charges against Epstein’s associates.
Yet figures on both political sides have found
it useful to engage in cheap posturing, claiming
a government coverup. In the frenzy, innocent
people are getting hurt.

Winning in Ukraine

cluding the notoriously bloody Battle of the
Somme during World War 1,” says the report.
Ukraine has its own manpower shortages, but
Russian casualties are two or
2.5 to one for Ukraine.

think he can’t be defeated. A 0 Meanwhile, half of Mos-
new, detailed report on the may be as hlgh as cow’s budget is flowing to “the
war underscores that Mr. Pu- 325,000 in four years. armed forces, the military-in-

tin isn’t winning, and Mr.
Trump can still apply military
and economic pressure to produce a peace that
is honorable.

Russian forces have taken an astonishing
1.2 million casualties in Ukraine since 2022,
according to estimates from Seth Jones and
Riley McCabe of the Center for Strategic and
International Studies. The Russian death toll
may be as high as 325,000—more than five
times than in all Soviet and Russian conflicts
combined since World War II. Some 36,000
Americans died in the grinding three-year
Korean War.

The conventional wisdom is that Mr. Putin
will eventually prevail because Russia is the
larger power and Mr. Putin can keep throwing
men into his human meat grinder. Yet Mr. Putin
isn’t making territorial gains commensurate
with his losses.

Consider Mr. Putin’s struggle to take the city
of Pokrovsk. Russian forces have advanced in
the area on average 70 meters a day from late
February 2024 to January of this year. That’s
like starting the day on 42nd street in Manhat-
tan and ending up on 43rd street.

The Ukraine war draws comparisons to the
trench warfare of World War I, but the Russian
advance has been “slower than the most brutal
offensive campaigns over the last century, in-

dustrial complex, domestic se-
curity and debt service,” CSIS
notes. Moscow doesn’t have the economic
growth or dynamism to keep underwriting the
misadventure for the long haul. One illustrative
fact: Russia has “a grand total of zero companies
in the top 100 list of technology companies as
measured by market capitalization.”

All of this means Mr. Putin shouldn’t be able
to wield a whip hand at the negotiating table.
The Russian dictator is in a weakened position
that Mr. Trump could exploit with tougher
sanctions and more U.S. weapons, to at least
force Mr. Putin to give up some stolen territory
and tolerate real security guarantees.

The same Mr. Trump who arms his diplo-
macy with Iran to increase his leverage has
been oddly unwilling to do the same with Mr.
Putin. But a weak peace would let Mr. Putin “up
off the mat,” as GOP Senate Armed Services
Committee Chairman Roger Wicker put it last
year. The Russian would rearm with a renewed
animus for NATO.

Mr. Putin isn’t the unstoppable man he
wants Mr. Trump to think he is. The question
of the past year has been whether President
Trump will see this strategic opening to reduce
the Russian threat to the U.S., and deter the
world’s bad actors in Beijing and elsewhere, by
driving a harder bargain in Ukraine.

and national
competitiveness and require constant,
high-quality power that intermittent
resources alone cannot provide.

One-third of the nation’s coal fleet
plans to retire over the next five
years, unless someone intervenes.
Most of these retirements are located
in regions of the country the North
American Electric Reliability Corpora-
tion designates as having an “ele-
vated risk” of electricity shortages.
That is why the Energy Department’s
recent re-establishment of the Na-
tional Coal Council matters. The
council can help develop proposals to
keep coal plants operating and main-
tain grid reliability.

Emergency orders may help avert
blackouts temporarily, but they aren't
a long-term strategy. The recent deep
freeze offered a reminder that coal
must continue to play a major role in
our energy mix.

MICHELLE BLOODWORTH

President and CEO, America’s Power
Arlington, Va.

collapse key parts of the California
healthcare system. Local hospitals and
emergency rooms are at risk of shut-
ting their doors forever.

That’s much too high a price to pay
for billionaires who insist on paying
less than the rest of us, and I believe
the vast majority of Californians agree
with me.

That’s why I'm joining with health-
care workers from across the state to
support this commonsense measure,
and I encourage your readers to join us.

MaYrA CASTANEDA
Ultrasound technologist
St. Francis Medical Center
Lynwood, Calif.

Who’ll Go Get Venezuela Oil

Peter McPherson's proposal to sta-
bilize Venezuela via an oil dividend is a
compelling application of the “Alaska
Model” (“Venezuela Can Learn From
an Iraq Mistake,” op-ed, Jan. 28), but it
raises a fundamental question of capi-
tal flow: In a nation with a hollowed-
out energy infrastructure, whose
money is actually reaching the people?

To restore Venezuela’s production
from its current state, international oil
companies must commit tens of bil-
lions in capital. These firms will rightly
demand cost recovery and profit mar-
gins before a single barrel is cleared
for a sovereign fund. If the proposed
dividend is pulled from the top-line
revenue, it risks deterring the very pri-
vate investment required to make the
wells pump again. Conversely, if it is
pulled from the bottom-line—after the
companies and the new government
take their cut—the “dividend” for the
average Venezuelan may be too negli-
gible to spark the economic rebuilding
Mr. McPherson envisions.

The Trump administration’s current
use of a Qatar-based trust fund to
shield assets from creditors is a neces-
sary first step. But, for this to work, the
administration must provide a trans-
parent framework that balances a win-
win for both the foreign investor and
the local citizen. Without clear rules on
who gets paid first, we risk repeating
the mistakes of Iraq, where the promise
of shared wealth was buried under the
weight of reconstruction costs and lack
of transparency.

MARK GIANNINY
Rochester, N.Y.
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“Liar is a pejorative term. I prefer
to think of myself as a fabulist.”
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Trump Hands Democrats a Golden Opportunity

By Rahm Emanuel

he GOP is in trouble, as

polls and pundits have

made abundantly clear.

President Trump is under-

water, so much so that

even Joe Rogan is comparing the de-

ployment of Immigration and Cus-

toms Enforcement to “the Gestapo.”

Ten months ahead of an election

destined to be a referendum on the

incumbent party, the generic Demo-

crat leads the generic Republican by

4 to 5 points, according to a January

New York Times/Siena poll. That said,

nuances in the public’s collective psy-

chology matter for how or whether

various voters show up to the polls.

Three slices of American voters are

having three distinct reactions to the
president’s first year in office.

Voters reconsider the
Faustian bargain they
struck in voting for the
president in 2024.

First, Democratic voters are angry
at what the president is doing, and
they’re even angrier that he’s seem-
ingly getting away with it. We saw
Mr. Trump for what he was during
his first term, and we told the public
what he was going to do during this
second go-round. Yet much of the
country ignored the warning signs.
Now that the mask has come off—
the personal enrichment, the ICE-in-
duced chaos in Minnesota and Ore-
gon, the pardons for Jan. 6 criminals
and the alienation of traditional
democratic allies overseas—many
Democrats are rightfully indignant.
But the intensity of our rage can
easily come across as self-righteous.
When indignation morphs into a
tone of “I told you so,” it will be
flipped against us.

The second, most surprising reac-
tion is among the MAGA faithful.

Like many others, I pre-
sumed a few months ago
that we were entering a
post-Trump era. But when
1 listened to former Rep.
Marjorie Taylor Greene ar-
gue that Mr. Trump is
abandoning his “America
First” credo, 1 realized
that she and other disaf-
fected Republicans are
feeling not only unteth-
ered but betrayed. Mr.
Trump promised to drain
the swamp—instead he’s
dug it wider and deeper.
He claimed he would
boost working-class in-
comes, but he has instead
worked tirelessly to en-
hance his own family’s
wealth. He claimed he
would end foreign wars,
but he has attacked Vene-
zuela, Nigeria and Iran,
and he has threatened
Greenland.

The third shift for Dem-
ocrats’ fortunes is among the voters
who broke for Mr. Trump in 2024
despite all the things they found dis-
tasteful about him personally.
Among these voters, who

stand in Mr. Trump’s way. No insti-
tution—not his staff, not the Su-
preme Court and certainly not Con-
gress—is rising up to check Mr.

the largest slice of the —

according to Gallup, a record-high
45% today—the overwhelming senti-
ment is discomfort and disquiet. In a
Faustian bargain, they overlooked
his abhorrent personality because
they believed his business acumen
would fix the economy—that he
wouldn’t get distracted by social and
cultural issues. That was the subtext
of the famous tagline: “Kamala is for
they/them, President Trump is for
you.”

But he hasn’t come through—the
economy is still leaving too many
people behind. Too many young peo-
ple are still stuck in their parents’
basements because their paychecks
don’t cover their monthly bilis.
These voters feel as though they’ve
gotten the short end of the bargain.

Worst of all, no one is rising up to

Trump’s bad j instincts and
The i appears en-
tirely s d and i 1
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GOP Congress” the day after the No-
vember election, our messaging will
have failed in service of its strategic
objective.

‘Which brings us to the long-term
future. To cement the support of
these 1i voters, Democrats

Politically, this third group is most
important, not only because they will
decide who wins in November, but
because independents have grown to
encompass nearly half of the elector-
ate and will be an essential part of
any durable Democratic majority go-
ing forward. The Hispanic voters
who swung to Mr. Trump in 2024 are
more open than most voters to

will have to avoid the mistake we so
often make of telling people we were
right all along. Smug superiority is
the electoral kryptonite that gets us
every time—but the road to sus-
tained political success is filled with
other messaging traps as well. Recall
that “defund the police” was an elec-
toral disaster. So was the offer of
free healthcare at the border for un-

their party it But
becoming anti-Trump doesn’t auto-
matically make them Democrats, and
that’s a key distinction. All of which
is to suggest that Democrats need, in
the short term, to lean heavily into
the notion that Republican members
of Congress are acting as the presi-
dent’s enablers. If voters aren’t sick
of hearing the phrase “rubber-stamp

immigrants in 2020.
Today, we risk losing sight of
these same voters as activists try to
rally around calls to “abolish ICE.”
Far from abandoning enforcement in
the wake of Renee Good and Alex
Pretti’s killings, we need fundamen-
tal reforms that strengthen over-
sight, ensure due process and deepen
trust between law enforcement at

every level and the local
communities they serve.

Despite  what  the
party’s small-dollar donor
class may want, that
doesn’t mean that voters
are suddenly of a different
mind about the effects of
illegal immigration at the
border, public safety, in-
comes for working fami-
lies, or how people with
fancy degrees from fancy
colleges want to tell them
how to live their lives “for
the better.” We need to be
focused on embracing pol-
icies that appeal not to
our base alone, but to the
swing voters who now
represent nearly half the
electorate and will deter-
mine our electoral success.
‘We need to adopt a tone
that draws those same
= voters into a more perma-
= nent part of our governing

coalition.

For the past quarter-century, elec-
tions in this country have gone from
post to post, with voters throwing
one set of bums out for the next.
Democrats have an opportunity to
end that cycle, building for them-
selves the sort of approach that
would win not only in 2026, but also
serve as a building block for 2028,
much as 2006 presaged 2008.

The next 10 months will be about
branding Republicans in Congress as
Mr. Trump’s enablers. Beyond that,
we need to focus on speaking to the
interests and sensibilities of those
who considered or took the Faustian
bargain Mr. Trump offered them last
year and are uncomfortable today
with all the chaos they got in return
for little economic benefit.

Mr. Emanuel, a Democrat, served
as a U.S. representative from Illinois
(2003-09), White House chief of staff
(2009-10), mayor of Chicago
(2011-19) and ambassador to Japan
(2022-25).

New York’s Charter Schools Live Up to Their Promise

The veteran grass-
f) roots activist Bob
Woodson has long
argued that policy-
makers would do
better to spend less
time focused on the

UPWARD

social pathology in

ry(‘)lgg;{iy low-income commu-
Rile °  nities and more on
Y people in those

same communities
who have beaten the odds.

“If we see that 70% of households
are raising children out of wedlock,
that means 30% are not,” Mr. Wood-
son once told me. “We want to know
what the 30% are doing right. How
are they raising kids who aren’t
dropping out of school or on drugs
or in jail?” His advice? “Seek them
out—we call them the antibodies of
the community—and put a micro-
phone on them, and say, ‘Tell us how
you did this.” ”

Our public school system can like-
wise seem indifferent toward identi-
fying, studying and replicating suc-
cessful education models. Everyone
knows that there are too many sub-
standard K-12 schools in America. A
federal assessment released last

year found that only about a third of
high-school seniors are prepared to
handle college-level reading and
math. American youngsters are also
far from the top performers on in-
ternational tests. Students from
Japan, Hong Kong, Singapore, Fin-
land, South Korea, Canada and else-
where have consistently outscored
their U.S. counterparts in math,
reading and science.

Defenders of traditional public
schools insist that kids, not schools,
are the problem. They blame poor
outcomes primarily on factors out-
side of the classroom that schools
can’t control. Economic disadvan-
tage is perhaps the most popular
scapegoat. The claim is that stu-
dents from low-income backgrounds,
broken homes and violent neighbor-
hoods can’t be expected to read and
write at grade level.

Yet we know from decades of em-
pirical research that public charter
schools often outperform their tradi-
tional counterparts. The problem is
that the American Federation of
Teachers, the National Education As-
sociation and other opponents of
school choice see charters as a
threat—not to kids but to unions.

Because most charter-school teach-
ers don’t belong to a union, the AFT
and NEA fear that more charters will
result in diminishi; i

A new report published by The
74, an education news site, is typi-
cal of the type of research the edu-
cation ist prefers to ig-

and dues. The upshot is that the ed-
ucation establishment is far more in-
terested in dismissing or deriding
charter schools than in learning
from their success.

Detractors claim that school
choice harms traditional public
schools by luring away more-moti-
vated students. But the decline in

nore. A study of reading outcomes
in New York state public schools
that serve high concentrations of
economically disadvantaged chil-
dren found a disproportionate
number of charter schools winning
the highest marks. Charters were
9.5% of the study’s sample but
“earned 38.5% of the spots on our
list of 3

Success Academy in the
Bronx has a 90% poverty
rate yet has reached a 96%
proficiency rate in reading.

the quality of public education in
the U.S. predates the advent of char-
ters in the 1990s. Charter schools
are being blamed for a pre-existing
trend, when they should be credited
for demonstrating that children
from low-income families are just as
capable of academic excellence as
their better-off peers.

The 10 highest-scoring schools
were located in New York City, and
seven of those were charter schools
in the Bronx, which is home to some
of the poorest ZIP Codes in the
country. “All serve a high concentra-
tion of low-income students, with
66% to 92% of children qualifying
for free or reduced-price lunch,” the
report noted. “And yet, 90% to 97%
of their third graders were profi-
cient readers in 2024, the year of
our analysis. In comparison, the pro-
ficiency rate for all third graders
across the state was just 43%.”

The report also cited traditional
public schools that did significantly
better than the state average in

reading scores. But the obvious take-
away is that charters are a viable
model for narrowing education gaps
regardless of a student’s socioeco-
nomic background, and that opposi-
tion to school choice is especially
harmful to our neediest children.
The top-scoring school was a Suc-
cess Academy charter school in the
Bronx, where the student-body pov-
erty rate is 90% and 94% of students
scored proficient in third-grade
reading in 2024. Somehow, the
school managed to improve on that
last year, when proficiency reached
96% in reading and 100% in math.
The response to these findings
ought to be the creation of more
high-performing charter schools.
The demand from parents is unmis-
takable. A wait list in New York City
runs to 163,000 students, yet law-
makers have placed an arbitrary
limit on the number of charters that
can operate, and Mayor Zohran
Mamdani opposes lifting the cap.
The New York Post reported in
December that Mr. Mamdani had re-
buffed an offer to meet with charter
school operators to discuss how they
can work together. Maybe the mayor
should talk to Bob Woodson.

I Detected My Alzheimer’s at 57—Early Enough to Intervene

By Brent Beasley

worked as an internal-medicine

physician for 31 years. Then,

about two years ago, my super-
visor called me into her office and
fired me. I was forgetting instruc-
tions and struggling with technolo-
gies I had always handled with ease.
She probably thought I had a sub-
stance-abuse problem. In reality, at
57, 1 had undiagnosed Alzheimer’s
disease.

Overnight, I lost my income and
employer-sponsored health insur-
ance. My wife, Cindy, felt like she
was losing her husband. Our hopes
and dreams crashed down around
us.

Despite my connections in medi-
cine, it took me nearly a year to

wind through the system and get a
confirmed Alzheimer’s diagnosis. A
blood-based biomarker test called
p-tau2l7 came back positive.
Through a PET scan and spinal tap,
1 saw the sticky, abnormal plagues
associated with the disease building
up in my brain.

I was fortunate that we caught it
early enough for my care team to
act. Diagnosing Alzheimer’s early is
like finding stage one cancer rather
than stage four. If you catch it early,
you can pursue lifestyle or medical
interventions to slow the disease.

Stories like mine tend to make
people think of loved ones with
Alzheimer’s or their own fears of
developing it. It’s an understand-
able concern: 1in 5 women and 1 in
10 men 45 and older will develop
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Alzheimer’s. The good news is that
we now have the technologies to di-
agnose and treat it early. Up to 40%
of dementia cases are preventable
or can be delayed when caught
early and treated with lifestyle
changes such as exercise, good
sleep and social engagement. Walk-
ing as few as 5,000 steps a day has
been shown to delay markers of
cognitive decline by seven years on
average, For some patients, cutting-
edge therapies like the anti-amyloid
medicine my doctor prescribed for
me can preserve cognitive health
and independence.

Sadly, our healthcare system is
built mostly for late-stage crisis
care. Rather than routinely testing
cognition in primary care, we wait
for patients to reach late-stage
clinical thresholds and send them
to specialists with monthslong
waiting periods, preventing thou-
sands of patients from getting di-
agnosed and treated while it can
still help. Others may live alone or
in rural healthcare deserts, or be
told that cognitive decline is a nor-
mal part of aging. By the time they
get answers, the window for treat-
ment has often closed. If it was dif-
ficult for me, a physician with a
dedicated spouse, to get diagnosed
in time, imagine how hard it can be
for others.

Policymakers debate whether
Alzheimer’s treatments work and
are worth covering. Cindy has ar-
gued with our insurance company
over these same questions when it
has denied coverage for the treat-
ment that has kept me alert and

functioning since my diagnosis.
It’s true that lifestyle interven-
tions can be cheaper. But I was al-
ready eating healthy, exercising and
drinking minimal alcohol. Yet be-
fore I began treatment, Alzheimer’s
was taking hold of my body. I was a
deacon in my church while battling
the disease, and there were many
moments after my diagnosis in
which I was a fumbling mess, for-
getting where I was supposed to be

The U.S. healthcare system
is passive until a crisis. We
should be proactive about
diagnosing disease.

and what I was supposed to say in
a given service. By contrast, nine
months into treatment, I vividly re-
call a church service in which I
knew exactly where I was and what
I was supposed to do. Afterward, 1
told Cindy, “I'm back.” She smiled
and said, “I could tell.”

‘There may be another lifestyle or
medical intervention that works
better for another patient. But even
if a miracle one-size-fits-all Alzhei-
mer’s therapy were approved to-
morrow, the same dangerous barri-
ers would remain: People are
diagnosed too late, they can't afford
the tests or treatments, and they
can’t get access to care in time.

To change the trajectory of the
disease for our children and grand-
children, we must make early Alz-

heimer’s detection a national prior-
ity. That means expanding access to
blood-based tests like p-tau217 so
that patients can be diagnosed be-
fore their brains are permanently
damaged. It means ensuring that
once someone qualifies for a U.S.
Food and Drug Administration-ap-
proved anti-amyloid therapy, insur-
ance rules don’t stand in the way. It
means empowering primary-care
doctors—the clinicians most people
see—to detect Alzheimer’s early
and guide families through treat-
ment and lifestyle options rather
than referring them to specialists
with yearlong wait times.

‘We must also support caregiver
planning so that families have the
tools and resources to care for
loved ones at home as long as pos-
sible. Cindy made it possible for me
to get treatment, stay organized
and keep living my life. Families
need support if we want people
with Alzheimer’s to remain at
home, engaged and independent.

An Alzheimer’s diagnosis doesn’t
have to be the devastating blow
that it once was. I'm more than two
years beyond my diagnosis and liv-
ing a joyful, purposeful life. We now
have the science to help patients
like me stay cognitively healthy and
engaged. But without a national ef-
fort to ensure the disease is diag-
nosed and treated early, those
breakthroughs will never reach the
people who need them most.

Dr. Beasley is a retired internal
medicine physician living in Kansas
City, Mo.
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‘Without fear and without favour”

Under Prabowo, Indonesia is veering off course

Investors are jittery about
the government’s fiscal
and political record

Every now and then a general sheds
their uniform and makes a good fist of
running the state: Augustus and Wash-
ington spring to mind; or more recently
Ulusegun Ubasanjo, Nigera’s one-time
military dictator who went on to be a
more or less model civilian president.
Yet almost always a move from the bar-
racks to the government house ends in
tears — and that seems to be

1980s and 1990s as a general \mder his
father-in-law, the latedi

todateitisa ]nb free growth stemming

Suharto.
Prabowo likes to present himself as
the essential tough reformer who will
open up Indonesia’s notoricusly opaque
state sector. Last month at Davos, he
pledged a crackdown on “greedonom-
ics” and hailed Indonesia as a node of
stability in atroubled global economy. A
week later investors gave a tarter ver-
dicton his record, with the biggest sell-
off of Indonesia’s stock mar<et since the

Asian financial crisis 0f 199¢.
The spark wasa waming by the index
provuder MS(‘I over the "opacity” of
uctures, with athreat to

the case in Indonesia.

Two years ago next week. Prabowo
Subianto, a former special forces com-
mander, won Indonesia’s presidential
election. There were concerns even then
that he was ill-suited for the highest
office and the task of priming an econ-
omy that has forever lagged behind its
ial; he is accused of overseeing

widespread human rights abuses in the

downgrade Indonesia to the status of &
frontier market. For investors this was a
final straw after a year of increasing con-
cerns over the Prabowo government's
liscaland political record.

Prabowo has seized on an IMF fore-
cast that the economy will expand at 5.1
per cent this year and nex:, to suggest
that under his stewardship it can reach a
transformational 8 per cent growth. But

from and his free-spy

ing policies have undermined Indone-
sia’s record for fiscal prudence carefully
builtup since the 1998 crisis.

His signature policy has beena popu-
list welfare initiative to fund free school
meals and health checks, but it is
unclear the government has thefundsto
pay forit. It has also broadly come at the
expense of spending on infrastructure, a
focus of his predecessor, Joko Widodo.

Investors fret increasingly, too, over
the autocratic tilt of Prabowo's presi-
dency. The nomination in late January
of his nephew as deputy governor of
Indonesia’s central bank underlined
concerns about its independence.
Prabowo’s allies are talking of scrapping
regicnal elections in what would be a
throwback tothe Suharto era. Prabowo
himself is known to believe that era was
the best model for Indonesia.

Toits credit, the government moved
fast after MSCI's warning. In a bid to
address long-standing concerns over

Ihe nomination
n late January
of his nephew
asdeputy
SOVETTH

M hank
lined
concerns

the ce

g

Aot ik

independence

concentrated ownership, especially in
those companies run by billionaire
tycoons, it has announced plans to dou-
ble the “free float” minimum to 15 per
cent. The heads of the financial regula-
torand stock exchange have resigned.
Officials like to tout Danantara, Indo-
nesia’s year-old sovereign wealth fund,
h L B

Y

and to its decades-old dreams of build-
ing an economy appropriate in ambi-
tion for a state with the world’s fourth-
largest population. It was launched to
transform the state sector, the back-
bone of the economy. But, as with so
much in Prabowo’s era, there are ques-
tions over governance.

The democratic decline began in
Widodo's last year as he sought to builda
family dynasty. Now the process is
accelerating. Indonesians have shown a
fervour for democracy in recent years.
But for now, unfortunately, Prabowo
looks set to do ever more harm to their
hard-won freedoms — and hopes for
prosperity.

Opinion Science

Artemis revives the golden
age of lunar exploration

pocy Lares

Anjana
Ahuja

umanity ison the cusp of
going back to the future.
Artemis I1, a crewed Nasa
mission intended to take
astronauts around the
Moon and which had been due to
lift off after February 8, is a reboot
of the legendary Apollo lunar pro-
gramme of the 1960s and 1970s
(Artemis is Apollo’s twin sister in
Greekmythology).

On Monday night, however, there
was a hiccup: a “wet dress rehearsal”,
which involves filling tanks with liquid
propellant but sloppinv short of igni-

launch in January 1986, when cold-
stiffened components eventually gave
wity. Even today, cokl weather can
derail the best-laid launch plans. A
second disaster happened in 2003,
when Columbia disi d on re-
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Al economy still needs the ‘human in the loop’

Ruchir Sharma (Opinion, January 26)
is right to argue that people still matter
in the era of artificial intelligence, The
widespread narrative of Al driving job
losses is missing a distinct nuance.

Yes, “knowledge-work” tasks will be
— and have already been — augmented,
but demand is rising sharply for the
skilled roles underpinning the Al
transformation itself. For instance,
we've seen demand for Al trainers
surge by 247 per cent and job listings
requiring Al agent skills surging 1,587
per cent in 2025 — a reminder that
even the most advanced technologies

remain dependent on human
capability. The future of work is one of
humans teaching machines, during
which most roles will undergo an
evoluion of tasks rather than a
revolution of elimination.

Talent scarcity is already one of the
most significant structural challenges
facing the global labour force. Skills
shortages persist across regions and
industries, and employers simply
cannct find enough qualified workers.

In the US manufacturing sector
alone. an estimated 1.9mn jobs could
remain unfilled by 2033, due to

widening skills gaps. Many of thes»
roles cannot be automated — they
rcqmrc phyvm] aglluy. on- -site

Where mortality is recast
as an engineering problem
Iwas reminded of the sensibility
Jemima Kelly describes (“Who wants
tolive forever?”, Opinion, February 2)
while speaking recently at a medical

in
Lnslruclured envlronmenu

Sharma notes that voters may
demand governments slow Al's
advance. The more immediate danger
is that the economy runs out of the
experts required to implement it. The
“human in the loop” is becnrmng the

in Las Vegas on the biology
of ageing and cancer.

Inside the lecture hall, the
conversation was sober and restrained,
focused on limits, trade-offs and

Outside, on the exhibiti
floor, a different narrative prevailed:
longevity mirrors grading one’s ageing;

ultimate scarcity p
Sander van 't Noardende

CEO of global talent company Randstad,
Diemen, Netherlands

insight; recovery pods and protocols
offering mastery through ever finer
measurement. One could be forgiven
for luding that mortality itself had

Nations should spurn calls
for food self-sufficiency

A UK government report, released fast
month, identifies biodiversity lossas a
lhreat to nat)onal secuntv pointing to
ion for resources

entry, killingall seven aboard.
Artemis Il is itself a dress rehearsal
for Artemis 111, the great return the
world is holding its breath for: a future
crewed landing at the lunar south
pole, scheduled for 2028 or after. That
isif China does not get there first: it has
already beaten rivals in returning
samples from the far side of the Moon.
China has its own space station, wants
to put taikonauts on the surface by
2030 and. with Russia, establish a per-
manent lunar base by 2036.
Moonwalks, though, bring another
level of jeopardy. The barely-there
lunar atmosphere means visitors have
no protection I‘mm thesolar wind, cos-

micrad ks, Tem-

tion, was halted b fa

leak. The launch has now bccn pushcd
back to March. While the new space
raceisoften portrayed in terms of geo-
political rivalry and the rush for
untapped lunar minerals, the sethack
reminds us how technically challeng-
ing and dangerous it is to sling people

A setback in the project
shows how challenging
and dangerous it is to
sling people off the Earth

off the Earth, even to somewhere as
familiar as the Moon, and bring them
homesafely.

The Moon lies about 384,000km
away. Nasa’s Artemis programme is
intended to return humans, stage by
stage, to its dusty, rocky surface and
put a space station into lunar orbit. In
late 2022, the agency successfully
pulled off Artemis I: an uncrewed test
flightaround the Moon of Nasa's Space
Laumh System and Orion capsule,

with three
strapped with radiation sensors.

Artemis Il is the next, current
phase: with four real astronauts head-
ing towards the Moon and completing
a lunar orbit, including passing its far
side, before returning and splashing
down in the Pacific Ocean about 10
days later.

This is now on hold. The rehearsal
also exposed issues with a pressure
valve on the Orion capsule hall.h and

ication dropouts. F Y
former Nasa engineers had voiced
concerns about the capsule heat
shield, but Nasa contends the material
issafe.

Poignantly, the current prepara-
tions for launch, from the Kennedy
Space Center in Florida, coincide with
the 40th anniversary of the Chal-
lenger space shuttle disaster. Chal-
lenger exploded 73 seconds after

nc
peratures can rmch 121C in daylight
but plunge to minus 133C at night.
Regions in permanent shadow are
colderstill.

For all these reasons, lunar explora-
tion does not come cheap. The
Artemis programme is thought to
have cost upwards of $100bn, with a
§3.5bn contract for spacesuits alone.
In 2024, Michae. Bloomberg
described Artemis as a“colossal waste
of taxpayer money”.

Thavesympathy for that dispassion-
ate sentiment, Uncrewed missions
deliver more scientific bang for each
buck.

But, then again, I just about belong
to the Apollo generation, who came of
age with space as a constant fixture
of cultural life. Half a century after
Apollo, we are in a new, exploitative
kind of space race. China, not the
Soviet Union, is now tie main geopo-
litical rival seeking strategic suprem-
acy and lunar resourcss, such as heli-
um-3, rare on Earth and priced ata
reported $20mn per kilogramme,

India, Russia and Japan are also
shooting for the Moon. As lunar inter-
est expands, fewer nations seem
bound by the norms and treaties that
treat space as a sharad common. A
booming private industry even has
colonisation inmind.

In this might-is-right, finders-keep-
ers world, the fact that the Artemis Il
astronauts named their capsule Integ-
rity feels like a welcome throwback to
agentler era. The crew is also a show-
case for diversity: Christina Koch, who
took part in the first all-female space-
walk, will become the first woman to
go around the Moon; Victor Glover, a
US Navy test pilot, the first person of
colour; and Jeremy Hansen, a Cana-
dian, the first non-American.

As the Artemis generation shapes a
new future in space, this Apollo baby
hopesitisaunited, peaceful one.

The writer is a science conmentator

and disrupted international relations.

We are already witnessing these risks
unfold across a full spectrum of raw
materials — a trend we research in
depth at the Erasmus University’s
Commodity & Trade Centre, for
instance through our recent study on
critical raw materials (“The return of
food stockpiling”, The Big Read,
January 14).

The UK report emphasises systemic
risks toglobal ecosystems while urging
the British government to “focus an its
own food systems, which are highly
reliant on imports, because without
strong action it is unlikely the UK
would be able tomaintain food
security”.

Having enough to eat is essential but
this call for self-sufficiency is
somewhat problematic. We've seen
how export restrictions — Russia’s
wheat ban in 2010, India’s rice
restrictions in 2022 — and failed
collaboration during the 2008 rice
crisis have impeded solutions to food
security concerns. Rice prices went up
200 per cent and international trade
that could have helped alleviate
shortages came to a grinding halt.

For import-dependent nations like
the UK and my own country, the
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" | DON'T kNoW HoW WE Coul HAVE
REPEATEDLY CHOSEN SOMEONE
WITH SUCH PooR TupGmenT *

From champagne fairs
to the I fanseatic League

Soumaya Keynes (January 30) revweﬁ
the “doux

The question for Europe’s
military space ambitions

been quietly recast as an engineering
problem awaiting optimisation.

Kelly is right to prick this confidence.
From a clinical perspective, the deeper
lies not

Your report on and OHB,
and the “military Starlink for the
Bundeswehr”, shows how secure
satellite communications have
become a main defence requirement.
But the decisive question is not who
forms a consortium; it’s whether
Europe can industrialise sovereign
capability fast enough to deliver it
(Report, January 27).

That concern is echoed in a recent
report from the European Space Policy
Institute. In workshops with 33
European space-sector leaders, ESPI
found that the vast majority believed
Europe was lagging behind global
actors, while also warning that the
spending gap with the US had doubled
since 2019 and continues to widen.

A military-grade LEO (low Earth
orbit) network is a systems
programme, including satellites, user
terminals and supporting ground
mfmuuuure produced in volume,

defence of markets, anulg work by

Poschand Raz that showed how

railroads and trade in l9lh»cem.ury
4

d securely and sustained over
years. That makes manulacturing scale
and supply-chain resilience as
strategically important as orbital

America
and co-operation among strangers. But
this was neither the first such episode

What's more, performance and
reliability often hinge on the

nor necessarily the most ¢ ial.
France's champagne fairs of the 12th
and 15th centuries linked local cloth
producers with Italian merchants
Lradlrg spices, silk and early credit

yet critical
Think electromaguetic shielding,
filters, precision interconnects and
other tight-tolerance components thit
enablc dcnse elcdmnics to operate

Netherlands, and the central p Because h; in ny
hml:rland that it serves, collaborative returned year after year, reputation, Thcse arealso the parts that can
in the resili of food dardised dispute resolution and if capacity and
supply chains are essential — if perhaps such as bills of exch are not in place early.
counterintuitive when it comes to ercated a durable cross border system Europe's sccure space ambitions
defending national interest — and of trust. Political authorities provided will be realised less through

time-consuming.
The Asean Plus Three emergency

protection, but order rested on
repeated interaction and credible

rice reserve, for instance, offers a | norms 5
blueprint for regional food security co- ln this sense, they offer an early and
ion, despite limi in scale ple of doux

and private sector involvement. \\hal inacton: markel exchange cultivating
matters is building these across
(see the Asian Development Bank cultural and polluca] boundaries.
Sovereign Project 47208:001). Though the tairs faded, they helped

Trade collaboration through new inspire the Hanseatic League and

alliances to ensure continued food
supply is what needs to happen. The
signing of the Mercosur trade
agreement — and the visit to India at
the end of last month by EU
commission president Ursula von der
Leyen and Antonio Costa, the president
of the European Council — are steps in
the right direction.

For new alliances with global south
exporting nations to work, however,
importing nations must address lang-
standing inequities — one point among
others that the Washington-based
Stimson Center rightly emphasised in
its recent study “The global south in
the World Order”.

Robert Horster

Senior Fellow, Erasmus University’s
Commaodity & Trade Centre
Haarlem, The Netherlands

northern Europe’s commercial
orientation. Institutions shape
character. Markets are notan
unalloyed good, but over time they
have proved uniquely powerful in
fostering the norms of trust and
openness that sustain a free society.

James C McGrath
Merion Station, PA, US
Waking up and getting out

of bed: there is a difference

Re Sylvie Kauffmann’s column “Europe
is finally waking up to the Trump
threat” (Opinion, January 27), I feel
obliged o point out that waking up and
actua ly getting out of bed require two
very different degrees of commitment.
Christopher Cooney

Cleobury Mortimer, Shropshire, UK

announcements, and more through the
industrial depth required to build and

commercial excess, but in how ageing
is conceptualised. Longevity is framed
asa task of optimisation — more
inputs, better data, tighter control —
rather than as the progressive
narrowing of margin within a complex,
adaptive system operating under noise
and time.

Biology provides some sobering
correctives. Individuals with Laron
Syndrome, caused by congenital
insensitivity to growth hormone, are
strikingly protected from cancer. Yet
they do not live dramatically longer
lives, nor would many choose the
attendant trade-offs. Constraint can
reduce certain risks, but protection is
not synonymous with flourishing,

Cultural evidence points in the same
direction. Even the much-cited “blue
zones” identified by Dan Buettner as
the five places in the world with thL
healthiest, longest-living 1
suggest something more prosaic thana
longevity secret: where people live
longer, life is typically socially

bedded and habi

InOkinawa, for instance, hara hachi bu
— the custom of stopping short of
excess — operates not as a health
intervention but as a social norm.
Longevity emerges as a byproduct of
routine, obligation and connection, not
asa project to be relentlessly managed.
In clinical practice, decline rarely
declares itself theatrically. People often
remain outwardly stable for years,
compensating quietly for stress and
damage, before deteriorating rapidly.
Such moments arc labelled sudden, yot
they usually reflect the slow attrition of
regulatory capacity rather than any
novcl catastrophe.. Appnrem s(abllily is

scale the enabling hard behind ly successful

them. nat spare capacity.

Ben Kitson As a neurosurgeon, | see daily that

Head of Business Developmenl heallh is nal endless preservation, but

Precision Micro, Bi ion, in family, work
. . N and M.X.‘IE'.} until participation

Tennyson's ‘Tithonus naturally wanes.

Jemima Kelly asks: “Who wants te live
forever?” (Opinion, February 2). The
answer lies in Tennyson's 1860 poem
“Tithonus”. Tithonus, as the poet
notes, was “beloved by Aurora
[goddess of the dawn], who gave him
eternal life but not eternal youth”,

He grew old and infirm and longed
for death, but since the gods could not
withdraw a gift once bestowed, he was
turned, according to the legend, intoa
grasshopper.

Tennyson’s Tithonus ends by
envying “happy men that have the
power to die . . . Release me and
restore me to the ground [the grave].”

‘The moral is clear: beware what you
wish for; eternal life without eternal
youth is a curse, not a blessing.
Sharon Foolerman
London NW4, UK

Medicine can sometimes extend life;
it cannot endow it with meaning. A
society fixated on remaining young
also risks forgetting why age exists at
all, not merely as biological decline, but
as the scaffolding of memory, care and
generational responsibility.

The question, then, is not who wants
tolive forever, but what we imagine
that additional time is for. Longevity
without purpaose risks becoming mere
maintenance.

A life well lived is one that benefits
others, not one endlessly optimised,
but one generously spent.

Dr Sasi S Senga

Neurosurgical Oncologist;

Former Programme Director, Molecular
Genetics & Ethics, Stanford University;
and UK Commonwealth Scholar and
Oxford Clarendon Sclwlar,

University of Oxford, UK
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Edward
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he Epstein files offer Amer-

ica the apposite of closure.

They are the latest widen-

ing of a scandal that has

become a leitmotif of our
time — not only because half the mate-
rial remains unreleased. A budding
Vladimir Lenin, or Benito Mussolini,
might see the files askindling awaitinga
revolutionary spark. On the basis that
politics is downstream of culture,
today’s public moral outrage will fur-
ther corrode faith in US democracy.
How can you throw the bums out when
they span the system?

Opinion

By that measure, Donald Trumpisa
short-term beneficiary of thelatest 3Smn
or o page release. Though he, his wife
and his Mar-a-Lagp club are referred
038,000 times, Trump is in sufficiently
broad company that others are taking
as much of the airtime. His pitch has
always been that everybody has their
hand in the proverbial till. In that
respect, Trump can claim a diabolical
kind of vindication. But his relief is
likely to be fleeting. The pressure on
Trump’s Department of Justice to
release the rest cf the files will be
sustained.

Their most damning feature Is the
breadth of Epsteins network. This
includes the sitting US president and a
previous one, big Wall Street figures, a
network of Ivy League luminaries, Sili-
con Valley entrepreneurs, foreign gov-
ernment officials, Democrats, Republi-
cans, a Maga influencer, a far left
scholar, British and Norwegian royals,

The Epstein rot goes deep

wives and girlfriends of powerful men,
government lawyers, heads of law firms,
movie directors and endless celebrities.
Epstein’s networkisan MRIof the estab-
lishment.

The idea that anyone did not know
about Epstein’s conviction as a sex
abuser is absurd. Some people spurned
his social approaches. Having been

America’s deeper
question is whether
itcan restore a
culture of shame

invited in 2010 to an Epstein dinner
with Woody Allen and then Prince
Andrew in New York, the magazine edi-
tor, Tina Brown, replied: “What the fuck
is this...? The paedophile’s ball?"
Brown's reaction should have been eve-

ryone’s. So should that of Melinda Gates,
the now ex-wife of Bill Gates, who
stepped into Epstein’s home once and
immediately regretted it. Alas, their
reaction was all too rare. More common
to anyone with the stomach to sample
this trove, is that of the former Duchess
of York, Sarah Ferguson, “I have never
beer more touched by a friends [sic]
kindness . . ", she wrote to Epstein.
Epstein’s most stupendous feat was to
become a powerful New York insider
after being registered as a sex offender.
In 2012, four years after his conviction,
Elon Musk asked Epstein for aninvita-
tion to the “wildest party on your
island”. In 2013, Richard Branson
requested Epstein to “bring your
harem” the next time they met. A strik-
ing quality of these exchanges is that
Epstzin lets his correspondents state
plainly what he keeps elliptical — the
toneof one who deals in favours, Often
they are as mundane as asking for an

introduction, or his help ina son’s job
placement. Donations and charities fea-
turealot.

In a self-valuing democracy, the only
defensible stanceis tocall for the release
of all remaining files. That Trump's law-
yers were selective in what they pub-
lished is beyond doubt; they also broke
their own promises, which included
redacting victims’ names. Dozens of
women'snames have been made public.
Haying failed to convict anyone other
than Ghislaine Maxwell, Epstein’s
accomplice, the system has once again
let the victims down. That protecting
them was not a priority speaks volumes.
Their renewed terror sheds light on a
system that seems to have learned noth-
ing from the Epstein scandaland forgot-
ten nothing.

George Orwell wrote that “the sloven-
liness of our language makesit easier for
us to have foolish thoughts”. Though
sub-literacy among the educated is no

sin, it offers a window on theirminds. It
would be far harder to disclose lust or
avarice after opening with, “Dear Sir," or
“Mr Epstein” than with “hey bro”. Like-
wise with “cuz” for because and “R U?"
for are you. With their abbreviated
slang, powerful figures ina hurry signal
ethical decay.

Since prison for Epstein’s fellow abus-
ers gets unlikelier over time, America's
deeper question is whether it can
restore a culture of shame. Those who
dealt with Epstein on money, tax or non-
iniquitous connections are a far larger
universe than his circle of alleged sexual
abusers. Epstein’s ordinary buddies
were his enablers, who abandoned
shame. Exposure of such carelessness
across every shade of elite is a big cul-
tural event in US history. Those who
claim to speak for the non-elites should
beattunedtoits scale.

Reading the
runes on a

Warsh Fed

Martin Wolf I .conomics

The presumptive next chair might
be better than others on the list,

but he is a confusing figure

f confirmed as chair of the Federal
Reserve, is Kevin Warsh going to be
an inflation hawk or Donald
Tramp's poodle? His repeated
statements on monetary policy and
the broader obligations of the Fed
suggest the former. But his more recent
on the inflati look and
the fact that Trump chose him very
much suggest the latter. More broadly, is
he aman of conviction and judgment or
is he a weathervane, blowing with the
wind from the Republican side of
politics and so in favour of loose mone-
tary policy when Republicans are in
power and of tight money when the
Democratsare?

Warsh's words indicate that he is very
much the “hard money” central banker.
Notably, in a speech to the Shadow
Open Market Committee in New York
given in March 2010, whenthe US econ-
omy was, remember, still struggling
with the deeply recessionary aftermath
of the 2008 tinancial crisis, he had
already started worrying about Fed
credibility.

He made four main points. First, Fed
independence applies only to monctary
policy, not “regulatory policy, consumer
protection or other responsibilities
granted to the Federal Reserve”. Second,
the “Fed, as first-responder, must
strongly resist the temptation to be the
ultimate rescuer”. Third, “governments
may betempted to influence the central
bank to keep monetary policy looser
longer to finance the debt and stimulate
activity”. But the “only popularity cen-

tral bankers should seek, ifatall, is in
the history books”. Last, “central banks,
here and abroad, have worked for dec-
ades to get inflation down tolevels con-
sistent with price stability. We should
not risk these hard-won gains."

Intellectually, at least, today's Warsh
appears the same as the one of 2010. In
his IMF lecture delivered in April 2025,
he stressed not only the Fed's “institu-
tional drift”, but also its recent “failure
to satisfy an essential part of its statu-
tory remit, price stability. It has alsn
contributed to an explosion of federal
spending. And the Fed’s outsized role
and underperformance have weakened
theimportant and worthy case for mon-
etary policy independence.” He made
other criticisms, the most pointed being
that “the Fed has been the most impor
tant buyer of US T-easury debt — and
other liabilities hacked by the US gov-
ernment — since 2008". He asserts:
“Fiscal dominance —where the nation’s
debts constrain monetary policymakers
— was long thought by economists to be
a possible end-state. My view is that
monetary dominance — where the cen-
tral bank becomes the ultimate arbiter
of fiscal policy — is the clearer and more
present danger." Fer Warsh, then, easy
money isthe road toruin.

Sowhat has persuaded Trump, who is
fiscal dominance incarnate, and has
been berating poor Jay Powell as a “jerk”
for not cutting interest rates faster, to
appoint Warsh chair, apart maybe from
his good looks? Onc reason might be
that he likes Warsh's hostility to the

Kim
Ghattas

he temptation to bomb the

Islamic Republic of Iran has

been a recurring theme for

US presidents since Ronald

Reagan. It is now being
stoked by Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu, who found a willing
partner in US President Donald Trump
last June to carry out America’s first-
ever strikes against Iran.

The Reagan administration briefly
considered bombing key targets in Iran
to punish the Islamic Republic for its
alleged involvement in the devastating
1983 US embassy and Marine barracks
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Fed’s “woke” over-reach. Another
might be that he likes his inclination
towards financial deregulation. Yet
another might be that he is a relatively
orthodox choice, whose appcintment
should calm nervous markets (as it has,
so far). But a crucial point must be
that Warsh has conveniently concluded
that inflation is no longer a threat,
because of technology-fuelled produc-
tivity growth. That might evenbe right.
As Warsh notes, Alan Greenspan made a
similar bet about the impact of the

Is he aman of conviction
and judgment or is he
a weathervane, blowing
with the political wind?

Source: Federal Reserve

intemet in the 1990s. But it is a bold leap
for aman who feared inflation back in
2010, in the midst of a deep slump. If he
gat bis way, he would be replacing the
“data-dependency” of the Fed with a
hunch. Given the huge US fiscal deficits
and debts and the US economy’s fast
growth, that would be a biggamble.
How then might the choice of Warsh
play out? I actually agree with some of
Warsh's criticisms of the Fed, notably
overits drift into areas that are not part
of itscore functions. I agree, too, that the
post-pandemic inflation was in part its
fault: together with other central banks,
it failed even to consider that the jump
in the money supply in 2020 might
lead to a jump in the price level. I also
agree with Warsh that the backward-
looking monctary policy framework
introduced in 2020 was a conceptual
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and practical error (not to mention
grossly mistimed).

It is comforting, too, to note that the
Fed is an institution. The Fed is far more
than the chair. Its leadership matters
hugely. But Warsh would be unable to
ride roughshod over other members of
the Federal Open Market Committee or
even its siaff, atleast in the short run.

Yet worries remain, on two fronts.
The first is that Warsh might be far too
willing to argue for whatever Trump
wants, even though this would mean
accepting fiscal dominance, in spades. It
also appears that he intends to justify
doing so by offsetting lower short-term
rates with higher longer-term ones, as
the Fed’s balance sheet is aggressively
shrunk. At the same time, the USTreas-
ury is likely to shift further towards
short-term financing. With a more

[ran’s people stand to lose whether or not talks succeed

bombings in Beirut. President Bill Clin-
ton also studied the sption in the 1990s.

Republican senator John McCain
famously sang “Bomb, Bomb, Iran” on
the 2007 presidential campaign trail to
the tune of the Beach Boys' song Barbara
Ann. Itisalsoarecucrent mantraof john
Bolton, US ambassador to the UN dur-
ing George W Bush’s first term and a
former national security adviser to
President Donald Trump.

Only Trump has actually acted on this
impulse, eager to attach his name to
Israel'’s formidable display of firepower
in June. He then cul the war short by
announcing a ceasefire after 12 days,
before the US got bogged down. Then, as
now, there is no graranteed coup de
gréce that would topple the regime, and
no clear plan to avoid chaos spilling
across Iran’s border or igniting a civil war.

‘What Trump wants most of all is suc-
cess, not amess, especially with Novem-
ber's midterms looming. This explains

why he pulled back from striking Iranin
January when it became clear that,
despite mass protests, the regime was
not dose to collapse and the US did not
have key defence assets in place. Saudi
Arabia and other regional allies also
counselled against the strikes, not outof

Trump must weigh the
impact on those who have
endured decades under

this repressive regime

support forthe Islamic Republic but out
of concern for the ultimate outcome.
The Gulf countries’ hesitancy echoes
an episode from the 1990s. In 1996, after
Iran was suspected of involvement in
the attack on US Air Force barracks in
the Khobar Towers in Saudi Arabia,
Clinton asked his team to review strike

options, instructing them that he didn’t
want "pissant halt-measures”. There
were no clean decapitation scenarios on
offer. The Saudis dragged their feet on
providing access for the i igation.
woried that proof of Iran's guilt would
lead 0 a war. They were not simply wor-
ried about the fallout; they were con-
cerned it would be inconclusive, leaving
the Jranian regime in place, stronger
and poised for revenge.

Now, with the encouragement of
countries including Qatar, Egypt, Saud!
Arabia and the UAE, the US will try
diplomacy unce again, during multilat-
eral talks with Iran scheduled to take
placein Turkey on Friday.

The odds of a deal are thin, but not
impossible, because of the novel
regional format. There could be several
roundsof talks in anattempt to close the
gaps between what Washington is
demanding and what Iran is willing to
concede — on the nuclear programme,

ballistic missiles and regional proxies.
The overlap is narrow. But it Trump
wants to claim a success to avoid war, he
can dress up minor Iranian concessions
as a victory — just as he claimed,
wrungly, that Iran's nuclear progrunme
had beenobliterated last summer.
Perversely, weeks of diplomacy could
buy time for more USmilitary prepara-
tions and tighter co-ordination with
Israel ona multi-layered strategy. This
could blend intense economic pressure,
sabotage and outreach to Iranian oppo-
sition figures and dissidents, at home
and in Uhe diaspora, in an effort o force
achange in behaviour —or inregime.
We are watching the distillation of 47
years of lessons learnt in both the White
House and in Israel on how to squeeze.
cow, engage and even coddlethe Iranian
regime. Israel now also brings to the
table its military successes against Hiz-
bollah and Hamas, which have weak-
ened Iran's regional reach and alowed
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strongly upward-sloping US yield curve,
the likely outcome would be greater
demand for dollar financing at the short
end, and less demand at the long end.
Above all, given the decline in banks'
reserves and financial deregulation as
well, the balance sheets ol the financial
sector would become more fragile. The
incentive to hold the dollar might also
fall, as short rates decline and fear of
inflation jumps. The result might be
another financial crisis.

Yes, Warsh is a better candidate than
many of the others on the list. But heis a
confusing, perhaps confused, figure.
The US and the world need a Fed chair
who will stand up to Trump. To his
credit, Powell has proved himself to be
suchaman. Will Warsh?

martin.wolfi@ft.com

Israel to showcase new military prow-
ess, though it lalled to tollow this up
withdipl . None of thi

atidy outcome — except, perhaps, inthe
hubristic minds of thosein power.

The real conundruu is that any nego-
tiated deal with Washington will enable
the survival of the Islamic Republic and
prolong the oppression of the Iranian
people. War, whether short or long, will
expose [ranians to even worse dangers
from deathby missiles to chaos and civil
war. Their welfare is not at the top of
Trump's agenda but it should be. What-
ever path be chouses, e must carefully
weigh the impact on trapped Iranians
who have already endured decades
under this repressive regime. The worst
‘Trump can do is once again, ashe didin
January, dangle the promise of help
when noneisactually coming.

The writer is author of ‘Black Wave’ andan
FTcontributing editor



