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Corrections & Clarifications

A report, “Air Force veteran appointed first Ram Temple Trust CEO” (Inside

pages, September 3, 2026), incorrectly referred to Air Marshal Jeetendra

Mishra (retired) as Air Vice-Marshal Jitendra Mishra (retd.) in both the text

and the caption of the photograph.
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E-mail: readerseditor@thehindu.co.in

I
n what should be termed a salutary gesture,
the Supreme Court of India, at the request of
the Union government, invoked its powers

under Article 142 of the Constitution to quash cri-
minal cases against the youth who had taken part
in nationwide protests seeking examination re-
forms and government accountability. Led by a
group, the Cockroach Janta Party (CJP), in res-
ponse to Chief Justice of India’s “unemployment”
and “cockroaches” remark — these protests
swelled in numbers and reach, forcing the then
Union Minister of Education, Dharmendra Prad-
han, to resign. Among the demands for halting the
agitations was the CJP’s call to withdraw the FIRs
against protesters in Delhi and other States/Union
Territories, which the Court has granted, while di-
recting the Centre to ensure that no fresh FIRs are
registered over the protests in July. That the Centre
asked for this step by the Court shows how the
CJP’s agitations resonated with the youth of the
country, who agreed with the movement’s core de-
mands. It is also an acknowledgment by the Bhara-
tiya Janata Party (BJP)-led government that this is a
pressing issue that revealed its failings, particular-
ly the series of paper leaks across India over the
years, compounded by an employment de�cit for
youth.

The Centre’s stand in the CJP matter is in stark
contrast to how it has dealt with dissent on other
issues that have driven thousands to protest in re-
cent years. The most prominent among these were
the farmer-led protests in and around Delhi, and
the agitations against the communally motivated
Citizenship (Amendment) Act. Both were largely
peaceful, but this did not prevent the government
from foisting serious charges including those relat-
ed to terrorism and sedition, on peaceful protes-
ters, many of whom remain in jail without trial or
bail. Legitimate protest has long been a means of
defusing pent-up discontent with government pol-
icies in India. The Centre has instead sought to cri-
minalise it, branding dissent and disa�ection as se-
dition to create a chilling e�ect. The CJP managed
to overcome that ploy not only through the just-
ness of its demands but also because the protes-
ters’ identities as youth and students transcended
the limited categories of religion, caste and even
class (“richer farmers”) that the BJP sought to use
to sow discord and delegitimise them. Even if it is
too much to expect the Centre to seek similar relief
for those held in earlier cases, the Court would do
well to apply to them the standard it has now set
for the CJP. Until it does, the relief granted to the
CJP and its sympathisers will remain an exception
rather than a principle.

Welcome move
The relief granted to the Gen Z

protesters must not stop with them

P
rime Minister Narendra Modi’s atten-
dance at the annual meeting of Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) leaders

in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, marking 25 years of the
Eurasian grouping, had a multi-pronged agenda.
This was an occasion to meet his counterparts,
for the �rst time since the U.S.-Israel war on Iran
began more than six months ago, which has in-
�icted economic costs on the whole grouping.
The grouping includes Iran, as well as Pakistan
that has emerged a mediator between Iran and
the U.S., and the Bishkek declaration that con-
demned the U.S. and Israel’s attacks on Iran and
supported Iran’s right to peaceful nuclear tech-
nology under the NPT, was signi�cant. Many of
the SCO members are also in the BRICS grouping
who Mr. Modi will host in Delhi on September 12-
13 — this includes Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin, Chinese President Xi Jinping and Iranian Pre-
sident Masoud Pezeshkian. New Delhi is keen to
forge consensus on a joint declaration, which has
been di�cult due to UAE-Iran tensions and Mr.
Modi’s discussions with Mr. Pezeshkian included
BRICS cooperation. India’s ties with the Central
Asian Republics have �agged due to other preoc-
cupations, making Mr. Modi’s visits to Tashkent
and Bishkek, and meetings with regional leaders
this time, an important initiative to revive talks
on trade, critical minerals, tourism and other
areas. As Pakistan takes over the SCO chairman-
ship, the Bishkek Summit allowed Mr. Modi to set
out India’s agenda for the coming year. His
speech at the Summit focused on the importance
of dismantling the ecosystem of “terrorist �nanc-
ing, recruitment, radicalisation, and safe ha-
vens”, calling on the SCO to eschew “double stan-
dards” on terrorism. He also pressed for a strong
message to countries that “use terrorism as an in-
strument of policy and provide safe haven and
support to terrorists” — a pointed reference to In-
dia’s oft-repeated concerns about Pakistan. The
Bishkek declaration’s inclusion of strong lan-
guage on “all forms” of terrorism, including
cross-border, has thus been welcomed by New
Delhi. It remains to be seen how far the Pakistan
presidency will take these ideas forward.

Compared to the high-octane optics and the
Modi-Putin-Xi handshake at the 2025 Tianjin SCO
Summit, this year’s summit was relatively
sombre. The U.S.’s tari�s, its war with Iran and
sanctions on Russia have damaged economic se-
curity, energy security and connectivity (the Hor-
muz Strait blockade), and pose major challenges
to the grouping. For India, after tensions with Pa-
kistan had peaked last year after the Pahalgam at-
tacks and the four-day con�ict, the past year has
been sobering, given Pakistan’s diplomatic forays
with the U.S., and the new security pact with Sau-
di Arabia and Türkiye. In the altered geopolitical
framing, India must seek to broaden its engage-
ment with all regional multilateral organisations
such as the SCO.

Forging consensus
India must broaden engagement with

regional multilateral groups

I
t is the season of youth in India, without
any formal commemorative event to mark
it. They are being courted like never
before. Political parties across the aisle,

Ministries, Departments, think tanks and media
organisations of every kind are engaging with the
theme of youth. Education and examination
systems are being reassessed; skills and coaching
processes are under scrutiny; unemployment is
being scanned and nuanced.

The whole nation seems occupied with the
subject. Political parties are ramping up their
conversations on digital platforms, where young
people are assumed to reside. Leaders are
recasting their hitherto successful models of
communication to capture the attention and gain
the con�dence of Generation Z — the
14-to-29-year-olds — while mimicking their candid
vocabulary. College and school campuses are
crowded by political personalities. The
overstretch almost suggests a desperation to
connect.

There have been youth initiatives
Not that the youth have never been cared for.
Governments, past and present, have taken up
initiatives for youth development. The last 12
years have witnessed a plethora of schemes
directed at them, covering employment,
entrepreneurship, skill enhancement, education,
internships, sports and volunteering. The
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, while
facing �ak in certain respects, has managed to
focus on quality learning geared towards
innovation and the empowerment of young
citizens. The proposed National Youth Policy
2026 seeks to prepare those in the 15-29 age
group for the new digital age.

But beyond the good schemes, there is a lag in
understanding Gen Z and Gen A (those born after
2010), who have begun to demand accountability.
A NITI Aayog report speaks of 8.7 crore people in
the 15-29 age group who are ‘not in education,
employment or training’ (NEET). Despite
clari�cations from the government that NEET
does not necessarily mean joblessness, a
staggering amount of youthful energy still awaits
an anchor. The yawning gap between formal
degrees and job prospects remains a daunting
problem. In the wake of the recent street
protests, the Opposition has built a narrative that
the ruling dispensation is hostile to younger
generations. The question is: do they have a
blueprint for the country’s youth, or are they
only making political capital out of the current
ferment?

Not taking away from the goodwill of political
entities towards the nation’s future generations,
the overwhelming context is the chorus
orchestrated by the country’s youth in Delhi and
other places in recent weeks. While the youth
furore and its consequences in India bear no
comparison with the cataclysmic happenings in
parts of the South Asian neighbourhood, a
wake-up call has been sounded to those in power
and those seeking to get there. The response,
however exaggerated, is welcome. Parties and
leaders now appear to be grappling with issues
concerning the youth, regardless of whether they
are motivated by electoral politics.

More an elusive vote
India has the largest youth population in the
world; 65% of its nearly 1.5 billion people are
below 35 years of age. About 23% of the country’s
electorate falls in the 18-29 age category. In
elections in recent years, including the latest
Assembly elections in Tamil Nadu, Assam, West
Bengal, Keralam and Puducherry, there was no
discernible trend of young people voting in any
political direction. The outcome in Tamil Nadu
showed some hints of youth consolidation, but it
was far from being based on any alternative youth
agenda. In last year’s Bihar election, noticeable
e�orts by political groups to advance a youth
agenda did not generate much appeal. Certain
studies, however, suggest that young voters partly
in�uenced the verdicts in the 2014 and 2019
general elections.

In the 75-year electoral history of India, while
votes have been garnered under labels such as
community, caste, class, farmers, industrial
workers and even government employees, there
has been no block identi�cation of the youth as
yet. There are steady references to the votes of
Dalits, minorities, Scheduled Castes, Scheduled
Tribes and Other Backward Classes, as well as the
Yadav vote in Uttar Pradesh and the so-called M-Y
vote in Bihar — patterns that have held steady
over decades. 

To these has now been added, in good
measure, the women’s vote. A house for shelter, a
toilet on the premises, gas in the kitchen and
electricity at home can capture the imagination
of women across regions, besides cash delivered
directly into their wallets. Gratitude is then
expressed through the ballot.

For reasons yet to be overcome, caste and
community continue to abide as assured
aggregators in the electoral arena. These, along
with gender identity, have considerably
subsumed youth identity. Critical issues such as

employment and education constitute only a
loose overhang.

Youth participation in India’s elections has
remained low-key compared with other
demographic categories, despite an improvement
in recent years, and largely due to the
mobilisation e�orts of the Election Commission
of India (ECI). The ECI has recently galvanised its
electoral literacy campaigns to orient students in
schools and colleges to the electoral system,
processes and practices, and to secure their
informed participation.

The upcoming Assembly elections in
Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, Manipur
and Goa will be the earliest test case to determine
whether the noisy voice of the streets gets
organised into a political preference, including
the amount of youth candidature. A quarter of
the Assembly seats in these States, especially in
politically muscular Uttar Pradesh, were won
roughly by margins of around 5% and could,
hence, easily be swung by Gen Z voters. The
comparison ends there. The youth of Uttar
Pradesh and Punjab do not share a common
predicament; neither do the Gen Z in Goa and
Manipur, or, for that matter, the youth of Gujarat
and Himachal Pradesh, which go to the polls later
in 2027. Electorally speaking, the current political
attention on the youth can be interpreted as an
attempt to cut possible losses while making a
moderate investment.

Old equations do matter
Political parties cannot abandon time-tested
voting blocs for an undependable, heterogeneous
multitude that may or may not walk out of its
Instagram residency. Old social calculations and
booth management may still hold good in actual
polls, while the youth awakening may remain a
story on the side. Political parties and poll
campaigners have a professional �nger on the
pulse of the people; they will carefully watch the
emergence of a real Gen Z vote from the cradle,
while they adjust their plans and campaigns just
that bit for now.

In the text of the Union government’s vision of
a developed India by 2047, the youth are
regarded as the Amrit Peedhi (the generation of
the nectar). But in realpolitik, the forthcoming
State elections may show which side the nectar
sweetens or whether it does so at all. Swami
Vivekananda spoke of the power of youth, but in
an electoral sense, that power may only now be
crystallising in India.

The views expressed are personal

Youth power, an electoral force still in the making

Akshay Rout 

Former Director
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Commission of India,
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India’s Gen Z is
gaining political
attention, but is
yet to
consolidate into
a viable
electoral bloc

I
n India, newborns are dying. Earlier, they
used to die at home without medical care.
Now, they are dying in hospitals. On August

24, 2026, three newborns lost their lives in an
accidental �re at the government women’s
hospital in Amravati, Maharashtra. This was not
the �rst such episode in government newborn
care units, and it will not be the last — unless we
view it not as an isolated event, but as a trend.

These are episodes of clustered newborn
deaths in the government institutions (that were
identi�ed by ChatGPT)/in the format of
Year/Government hospital/Newborn deaths —
2017 BRD Medical College, Gorakhpur 17; 2017
Government hospital, Ahmedabad 18; 2019 JK
Lon Hospital, Kota 10; 2020 JK Lon Hospital, Kota
9; 2020 Government hospital, Shahdol 8; 2021
District Hospital, Bhandara One �re 10; 2021
Kamla Nehru Children’s Hospital, Bhopal One �re
4; 2021 Government Medical College, Ambikapur
4; 2022 Medical College, Ambikapur 4; 2023
Government Medical College, Nanded 12; 2024
Maharani Laxmi Bai Medical College, Jhansi One
�re 10; 2025 District Women’s Hospital, Budaun
4; 2026 District Women’s Hospital, Amravati One
�re 3

This is not a comprehensive national registry,
but only a partial list. The pattern, however, is
recurring and therefore demands a systemic
response.

The problems and challenges
What is going wrong? The �rst reason is
overcrowding. India has achieved remarkable
success in ensuring that women increasingly
deliver in health institutions — from 39% in
2005-06 to 90% in 2023-24 (National Family
Health Survey-6). But this success has created a
new challenge. The absolute number of women
delivering in institutions has risen from 109 lakh
in 2005 to 194 lakh in 2024-25 (Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare (MoHFW), Government of
India). The total number of sick newborns
hospitalised in public Special Newborn Care Units
(SNCUs) has also risen rapidly, from 11.3 lakh in
2021-22 to 14.45 lakh in 2023-24 — a 28% increase
in two years (Health Management Information
System, MoHFW). Hence, newborn-care units
everywhere are becoming overloaded.

The second reason is the changing case mix.
As institutional deliveries have expanded,
government hospitals have become the
destination not only for normal deliveries but
also for large numbers of high-risk births,
including premature, low-birth-weight and sick
newborns referred from peripheral facilities.

Infrastructure failures are the third reason.
The Gorakhpur episode of August 2017 was
attributed by a district-level inquiry to oxygen
deprivation following an interruption in oxygen
supply. The �res at Bhandara in January 2021,
Bhopal in November 2021 and Jhansi in
November 2024, as well as the more recent
incident in Amravati, demonstrate the risks posed
by �re and electrical hazards in neonatal units.
Sick newborns need warmers, incubators and
ventilators. Overcrowding can increase the
electrical load on these units.

Infection and sta�ng problems would be the
fourth reason. Overcrowding, inadequate
nurse-to-baby ratios, equipment shortages and
poor infection-prevention practices can turn a
neonatal unit into a setting where
hospital-acquired infections can spread rapidly.

The Gadchiroli model
This diagnosis leads to some obvious solutions.
But there is an additional way.

India already has another solution. More than
two decades ago, the Gadchiroli �eld trial
conducted by the Society for Education, Action
and Research in Community Health (SEARCH)
demonstrated that trained community health
workers (CHWs) could provide e�ective
home-based neonatal care (HBNC), resulting in a
62.2% reduction in neonatal mortality in the rural
area (The Lancet, 1999). The trained CHWs
identi�ed and managed neonatal infections at
home, supported breastfeeding and warmth, and
managed low-birth-weight and preterm babies.
Subsequent data from Gadchiroli, published in
the Journal of Perinatology in 2005, showed that
between 1996 and 2003, 97% of low-birth-weight
and preterm babies — including those with birth
weights above 1,800 g and gestational ages of
more than 34 weeks — were managed at home,
with a very low case-fatality rate.

The principles of the Gadchiroli model have

already become a part of India’s public health
system (MoHFW, 2011). Around 8,00,000
Accredited Social Health Activists (ASHAs) have
been trained to provide HBNC, using training
modules developed from the Gadchiroli
experience. Therefore, India does not have to
invent a new system. ASHAs, if adequately
trained, supervised and supported, can provide
many components of newborn care. This could
take a considerable load o� SNCUs and help
reduce overcrowding.

Of course, a baby with severe prematurity,
respiratory distress, shock, severe sepsis, serious
birth asphyxia or another danger sign needs
immediate facility-based treatment. HBNC is not a
substitute for neonatal intensive care. But not
every newborn who needs care requires a
hospital bed.

The optimum strategy
India should therefore adopt a three-part
strategy. First, decongest neonatal units.
Strengthen HBNC by ASHAs so that appropriate,
stable newborns can safely receive care at home
rather than occupying scarce SNCU beds.

Second, strengthen neonatal care units.
Ensure adequate numbers of doctors and nurses,
appropriate nurse-to-baby ratios, functioning
equipment, reliable oxygen and electricity
supplies with backup systems, along with
rigorous infection-prevention measures.

Third, make neonatal units intrinsically safe.
Fire detection and suppression systems, electrical
and oxygen-system safety measures, emergency
evacuation drills and independent safety audits
should become mandatory.

The success of the Janani Suraksha Yojana
( JSY) is unquestionable. Institutional delivery can
help save mothers and babies. But the next phase
of India’s newborn-health strategy must recognise
that getting mothers into hospitals is only the �rst
step. Every mother will give birth to a baby who
needs care. But not every newborn who needs
care requires a hospital bed. The future of
newborn care should not be hospital versus
home; it should be hospital plus home.

That would reduce overcrowding and, most
importantly, ensure that each newborn receives
the right care, at the right place, at the right time.

For newborns, the answer is hospital plus home

Abhay Bang 

Physician and the
founder of Society for
Education, Action and
Research in
Community Health
(SEARCH), a
community health
research organisation

Newborn care in
India must
combine safer,
decongested
neonatal units
with
strengthened
home-based
support

The first step
The alleged theft of
devotees’ donations,
amounting to hundreds of
crores, has seriously eroded
the credibility of the
Ayodhya Ram Temple
administration and the Yogi
Adityanath government in
Uttar Pradesh. The U.P.
government apparently had
no inkling of what was
going on. The move to

apprentice on the job and
should focus on becoming a
successful Chief Minister.
Moreover, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is still on a
strong wicket and, at this
point in time, appears
irreplaceable.

S. Ramakrishnasayee,
Chennai

Nadu Chief Minister. Mr.
Vijay has completed only
100-odd days as Chief
Minister. 
Rather, he is still an

Gandhi, Congress leader
and Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok
Sabha, or C. Joseph Vijay,
TVK president and Tamil

that everything is
functioning smoothly.
C.V. Aravind,

Bengaluru

Building castles in the air
One really wonders why the
Congress party and the
Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam
(TVK) in Tamil Nadu are
thinking aloud about who
should be the next Prime
Minister of India — Rahul

appoint a retired Air
Marshal as the CEO of the
Ram Temple Trust (Inside
pages, September 3) and
other carefully selected
trustees is a step towards
injecting professionalism
into the administration. It is
incumbent upon the U.P.
Government to keep a
hawk’s eye on the temple
administration and conduct
periodic checks to ensure
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L
ast week, jewellery brand Giva
withdrew an advertisement it made for
Raksha Bandhan after netizens
criticised actress Kriti Sanon’s out�t as

too revealing for a traditional festival. The
incident is the latest in a series of brands
backtracking on their advertisements following
backlash that is often religiously or communally
charged. Given India’s current socio-political
climate, are brands overreacting to
manufactured outrage? Mitushi Sharma and
Santosh Desai discuss the question in a
conversation moderated by Sonikka
Loganathan.

Was this ad withdrawn primarily because of
concerns for employee safety or to minimise
commercial losses?

Santosh Desai: There are two aspects to this
controversy. One is that the brand did not
anticipate that there would be a problem.
Therefore, it is withdrawing the advertisement
out of fear for the safety of its employees or
because of the political storm that has been
created. The other reading is that this outrage is
being manufactured by the brand itself. Giva is
not like Tanishq, which has enormous publicity.
If Tanishq did something that it did not know
would cause outrage, then it would have to be
deaf, dumb, and blind. Giva has managed to
create a conversation that would have been
impossible for a small brand. The brand is either
cynical or naive.

Mitushi Sharma: The two are interlinked.
Commercial decisions are a very big part of the
decisions brands take. It includes sales, but also
how retailers are reacting and what is happening
at the stores. In this case, I am not sure if it was
an outrage that was manufactured by the brand
as much as by the consumer.

In 2020, a Tanishq commercial depicting an
interfaith baby shower was removed after
outrage. The next year, Fab India was in
trouble for a promotional campaign titled
Jashn-e-Riwaaz; they withdrew it after some
people complained that using an Urdu
phrase alongside a Hindu festival was not
right. Giva’s ad, however, was not trying to
send a social message. Are brands becoming
more cautious about what they put out?

SD: You have to be really tone-deaf to believe
that a certain kind of dressing in today’s
environment would not get some backlash. To
argue that there was no intention would mean
that you are completely impervious to the

environment that exists today, and that is not a
defensible position for anybody engaged in
commercial activity and advertising. If this was a
surprise to Giva, it shows naivety. Just because
you are not communally sensitive does not
mean you do not have sensitive content that
people can react to. You could argue that Fab
India was not intentionally trying to create some
interfaith amity just because they used an Urdu
phrase. Urdu is a language; it does not belong to
a religion and has roots in India. 

MS: It is wise to be cautious. There are enough
checks and balances that ads go through, from
the brief to the time an ad hits any media. The
di�erence really is between being cautious and
conscious about what is culturally sensitive
versus being fearful while creating a piece of
communication. Everybody has a point of view.
An ad conceptualised in Mumbai might not
work in Kerala. That is what research is about. 

SD: This is not a normal environment. Brands
are being more cautious because everybody is
cautious. This brand is small. The only reason
the ad came to the forefront is that some people
chose to get angry and highlight it. They are
using it as a pretext to continue that
long-standing quarrel over each other’s
ideological position. This is not a natural
outcome of cultural sensitivity; it is
manufactured outrage. 

We see women wearing various out�ts in our
media. Can you elaborate on this naivety?

SD: Religion and culture being two di�erent
areas that do not overlap is not really how our
world exists today. There have been many
attempts to control what women wear through
religion. The choice of attire for Raksha
Bandhan, which you could argue is a cultural
festival, is now being viewed through the lens of
religion. To argue that it is not likely to cause

o�ence to people determined to see o�ence is
an act of naivety, because I think there is enough
evidence to show the fact that the control of
what women wear, control of what they say, is
an important part of the cultural project that we
are seeing in the country today. From the �rst
time I saw the ad, it was clear that it had the
potential for controversy.

MS: When I saw the ad, the �rst thing that
struck me was not the out�t; it was the use of
animals. I thought it was a sweet twist. I did not
notice the out�t till I was made to notice it. The
people looking for fodder are the people who
actually pointed out that the out�t was
incorrect, whether for religious or cultural
reasons. When we create communication, every
single thing in that piece needs to serve the
message you want to give out and the product
you want to sell. Is the out�t really in service of
what the communication was supposed to be?
The boy’s out�t is absolutely �ne. So, obviously,
somebody at the execution end has not paid
enough attention to ask whether that is really in
service. 

Are we seeing more self-censorship from
brands?

SD: You have enough evidence that you do
encounter pushback of a fairly signi�cant kind
when you cross a line that you may think is
harmless. I do think that there is an element of
self-censorship, and I think, like Mitushi said,
when something is not in service of the
communication, however harmless it might be
to one set of eyes, there is a potential of it being
seen in a di�erent way by another. That
awareness is something that I think a lot of
brands have today. 

MS: Self-censorship is 100% happening. But it is
not a bad thing. Brands and agencies are not
shielded from what is happening. There are a lot
of discussions that happen in brainstorming
rooms, in conference rooms with clients about
this. The sad part about self-censorship is that
there are times when a great idea never gets
made. The question is why are we
self-censoring? Is it to make sure that what is
coming out is the best version or because of

fear? Unfortunately, it is bordering on worrying
about what the reaction will be on social media.
So yes, there is a lot of self-censorship coming
from fear as opposed to doing the right thing. 

Does withdrawing an ad set a precedent for
how brands respond to online outrage?

SD: Brands are not crusaders. They are in it for
the money. I am always a little surprised by this
insistence for brands to stand by what they are
doing. What statement does it make about the
state of society when brands have to withdraw
communication under pressure? I think that is a
separate and a larger question. But from an
individual brand’s perspective, it is a no-brainer.
Giva is not a brand known for taking progressive
positions; they are a no-name-nothing brand.
Why would you take the risk of the wrath of so
many people, and maybe the powers that be, in
order to run an ad? 

MS: I absolutely agree. If a brand decides to pull
down an ad, it is completely their decision,
whether for commercial or safety reasons. This
particular ad has become bigger than it intended
to be. Taking down this ad has made it seem as if
the company has surrendered to a certain cause:
that women cannot wear what they wish to
wear. The ad was never meant to be that. The
cost of standing by it is now much higher for
them. This ad has been blown out of proportion.

When something is blown out of proportion,
what position does that put a brand in? 

SD: If you look at the Tanishq experience, they
actually saw an increase in sales. If you were to
look at it from Giva’s perspective, there is
nothing that has happened that will harm it. The
risks are much higher for an established brand.
For a small challenger brand, any reason to be in
the news is a net good for them. 

MS: For a brand like Giva, any publicity is good
publicity. I do not think this has painted Giva in
a bad light. There are two points of view, and
they will always exist till we have another
inconsequential matter to solve with the
armchair activists. It will give them visibility and
some recall in the consumer’s mind. We are in
the festive season, so a lot of jewellery purchases
are going to happen now. This is going to help
them.

Are brands overreacting to manufactured outrage?

PARLEY

Giva withdrew the advertisement after netizens criticised actress Kriti Sanon’s

outfit as too revealing for a traditional festival. YT VIDEO SCREENGRAB
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For a brand like Giva, any publicity is good
publicity. I do not think this has painted Giva
in a bad light. We are in the festive season.
This is going to help them 
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S
haky social media visuals of the Ra-
suwa �oods in Nepal have rattled the
world. With over 1,250 lives lost so

far — over 4,000 people are still missing —
the extent of devastation is slowly becom-
ing evident. Seeing colleagues in Nepal re-
porting from di�erent locations and bring-
ing to us fragments of information and
various news angles was a stark reminder
that the full story of a climate shock rarely
�ts into one dramatic headline. 

We read about locals, tourists on holi-
day, and pilgrims. We see reports of go-
vernments’ outreach to help citizens, and
assistance o�ered in rescue operations and
contributions towards the herculean reha-
bilitation e�ort that awaits the country. We
see social media posts from those seeking
information about their missing loved
ones.

While we share the risks of the growing
climate crisis, each climate shock shows us
that the world we live in is unequal and un-
fair. Soon after the �ash �oods, news out-
lets highlighted Nepal’s negligible contri-
bution to climate change – accounting for
0.1% of total global greenhouse gas emis-
sions. A point to ponder before we are
drawn to unsubstantiated claims or conspi-
racy theories.

Reports of at least 900 workers believed
to be trapped at 12 hydropower projects af-
fected by �ash �oods in the districts of Ra-
suwa and Nuwakot brought back memo-
ries of Cyclone Ditwah that hit Sri Lanka
late last year. Many of us reported from dif-
ferent a�ected areas. Each story, every life,
was undoubtedly important, but the pat-
tern that slowly emerged was hard to ig-
nore. While the risks may have been com-
mon, vulnerabilities are di�erent.

Among the most a�ected in this disaster
were Sri Lanka’s Malaiyaha Tamil com-
munity, especially people working in the
tea and rubber estates across the central
and southern hill country. Historically mar-
ginalised, they not only contend with ex-
ploitation but are also the most vulnerable
to climate shock, as Ditwah made evident. 

The United Nations sought to mobilise
$35 million in aid towards humanitarian as-
sistance. The island is still rebuilding after
the unprecedented �oods and landslides.
Some a�ected families stayed in temporary
shelters for months, struggling to commute
to the tea estates where they are employed
for a daily wage. The concerns over com-
pensation and transition to safe, perma-
nent homes are far from gone. Ten months
later, some communities tell us the cyclone
is yet to pass. 

Climate shock events of the magnitude
witnessed in Nepal recently, or in Sri Lanka
last year, draw global attention. But there
are signs that show up from time to time.
The stories may not be dramatic, but they
are still telling. 

In late 2018, districts across Sri Lanka’s
Northern Province were severely hit by
�ash �oods. Tens of thousands of people
were a�ected; crops were damaged, and
villages inundated. Neck-deep in work, the
then government agent (a post similar to
that of a District Collector in India) of Kili-
nochchi, who spared time to explain the
situation to me, said: “In fact, we were giv-
ing drought relief to our people even days
before the �ood suddenly hit us.” As Sri
Lanka prepares for the possible e�ects of
El Niño this year, I am reminded of the GA’s
matter-of-fact comment on how people
and authorities were forced to combat one
climate shock after another. 

We have witnessed major climate
shocks in quick succession in the region.
The �oods in Pakistan in 2022, �oods in dif-
ferent parts of India over the last few years,
the cyclone in Sri Lanka in 2025, and now,
Nepal’s staggering �oods. A Pakistani
friend recently shared a 2009 piece from
Himal Southasian on her social media.
Authored by former diplomat Shyam Sa-
ran, it contended that South Asia is an eco-
logically interconnected system and called
for a collaborative response to the climate
crisis. Journalists in the region, however,
have had more stories about natural disas-
ters than collective strategies to tell. 

meera.srinivasan@thehindu.co.in

NOTEBOOK

Keeping pace with a succession 
of climate shock events

Disasters across South Asia expose unequal vulnerabilities and the
need for a collective regional response

Meera Srinivasan

When hope fades

PICTURE OF THE WEEK

X

A family member pays last respects to an e�igy of a person missing in the flash floods during a symbolic funeral on the banks of the Bagmati River near Pashupatinath Temple in

Kathmandu, Nepal, on Thursday. AP 

Cape Town, September 3: Cape Town was
rocked for the second day to-day by racial
disturbances. Yesterday’s eruption which
involved 3,000 coloured youths was the �rst
intrusion of racial violence into the white
centre of any South African city since
demonstrations against apartheid began in
black townships 11 weeks ago.

Uncon�rmed reports said 5,000 coloured
youths were marching on Cape Town from

outlying black townships.
One person was killed and at least two

others were wounded when South African
police opened �re on students throwing
stones at a high school not far from the centre
of Cape Town to-day.

Earlier reports said they had �red tear gas
into the school yard to prevent students from
marching to the City Centre, where the police
opened �re with shotguns loaded with bird
shots at a large crowd of coloured
demonstrators.

Latest reports said the students at Trafalgar
High School were using petrol bombs.

Thick clouds of tear gas rose from the
streets of the City Centre. Four persons were
killed in the disturbances in the city yesterday.

FIFTY YEARS AGO SEPTEMBER 4, 1976

Riots spread to Cape Town;
march by ‘coloureds’

F R O M T H E A R C H I V E S

Bombay, August 31: The Society for the
Encouragement of Indian Art held an Exhibition at
the Town Hall entirely composed of ancient Indian
paintings and textiles. Mr. G. Venkatachalam,
Secretary of the International University of Arts,
delivered an interesting lecture yesterday. The
subject was “The Historical Development of
Indian Painting.” The lecturer said that India stood
unique in the world, as regards its output of
creative genius, both of mind and handicraft.
Painting was an ancient art in India but its
traditions were lost in the mist of time.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO SEPTEMBER 4, 1926

A lecture in Bombay
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Number of villages
inundated by �oods 
in north Odisha

373
The flood situation in

north Odisha remained

grim on Thursday, with

373 villages inundated across Balasore,

Jajpur and Mayurbhanj districts, officials

said. The Subarnarekha inundated 214

villages in Balasore, while 62 villages in

Jajpur and 97 villages in Mayurbhanj were

affected. Around 35,740 people from

Balasore were evacuated. PTI

NEWS IN NUMBERS

Number of industrial
units for which IDCO
cleared land in Odisha

37
The Odisha Industrial

Infrastructure Development

Corporation has allotted land

to 37 industrial units, including 24 major

projects and 13 proposals aimed at

promoting micro, small and medium

enterprises, officials said on Thursday. The

IDCO Land Allotment Committee approved

the proposals at a meeting held on

Wednesday, a statement said. PTI

Number of jobs
provided by Himachal
govt. in three years

1.6
in lakh. The Congress and the

BJP sparred in the Himachal

Pradesh Assembly on

Thursday, with the Opposition staging a

walkout. Parliamentary Affairs and

Industries Minister Harshwardhan Chauhan

claimed in the House that the government

has provided 1,60,729 employment

opportunities, including 32,223

government jobs. PTI

Internally Displaced
Persons living in relief
camps across Manipur

24
in thousands. Manipur Chief

Minister Yumnam Khemchand

Singh on Thursday informed

the Assembly that 36,000 out of around

60,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs)

have been resettled. Replying to a

discussion moved by Congress MLA Th.

Lokeshwar Singh, the Chief Minister said

that around 24,000 IDPs were still living in

relief camps across the State. PTI

Excess deaths during
heatwaves in Belgium
between June-August 

2935
Belgium recorded

2,935 excess

deaths during

successive heatwaves between June and

August 2026, according to the Sciensano

national public health institute. Of these,

2,035 extra deaths were recorded between

June 18 and July 3, while another 535

occurred between July 4 and 17. AFP

COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

E
arly this year, the National
Statistical O�ce (NSO) released
the new series of the National
Accounts Statistics (NAS). It

shows that the manufacturing sector’s
gross value added (GVA) is ₹38.6 lakh
crore (₹38.6 trillion), constituting 14.7 per
cent of GDP (gross domestic product) for
the year 2023-24 at current prices. How
reliable is the o�cial estimate? This article
investigates.

The manufacturing sector has two
parts: One comprises all registered
factories employing 10+/20+ workers
with/without power, including registered
companies (de�ned as the
organised/formal sector). The other
comprises unincorporated/ informal/
household units consisting of small
factories/workshops falling outside the
corporate/factory sector. The Annual
Survey of Industries (ASI) reports the
production accounts of the factory sector,
while the Annual Survey of
Unincorporated Sector Enterprises
(ASUSE) covers the informal sector. The
combined output (GVA) of the factory and
unincorporated sectors almost
completely represents total
manufacturing output.

The discrepancy in estimates
For 2023-24, the sum of the GVA of units
covered by the ASI and ASUSE is ₹27.4
lakh crore (the Alternative Estimate or,
AE). The o�cial �gure, as per the NAS, is
₹38.6 lakh crore. It is higher than the AE
by a whopping 40.9 per cent. Let’s call
this the GAP. What could account for it? 

While minor variations between the
two estimates is understandable due to
methodological or de�nitional issues,
such a substantial GAP between the two
estimates using o�cial data sources surely
raises many questions.

What are the data sources used for
estimating the o�cial GVA? For the
unincorporated sector, it is ASUSE – the
same as what we have used to estimate
the AE. Hence, it cannot account for the
GAP noted above. Moreover, the
unincorporated sector’s share in total
manufacturing GVA is a mere 13.9 per
cent. 

Hence, the reason for the GAP must lie
in the estimation of organised
manufacturing output. The NAS uses
company balance-sheet data sourced
from the Ministry of Corporate A�airs’
database (MCA-21), compiled using the
annual statutory �lings by registered
companies. This practice of using the
MCA data began with the previous NAS
revision (base year 2011-12), partially
replacing the ASI. The procedure has
continued in the latest revision, with
minor modi�cations.

A standard way to validate the GVA is
to use employment data to estimate the
sector’s potential output by applying
appropriate “technical ratios” drawn
from the ASI and ASUSE datasets. The
o�cial Periodic Labour Force Survey
(PLFS) for 2023-24, estimated that the
manufacturing sector employed 697.5
lakh workers. 

However, as per the ASI and ASUSE
datasets, only 532.9 lakh workers were
employed to produce the o�cial GVA.
Thus, quite possibly, the contribution of
the remaining 164.6 lakh “residual
workers” — 697.5 minus 532.9 — may
account for the GAP in the GVA reported
above.

The de�nitions of employment in the
three surveys are not the same, and their
data collection methods di�er. However,
for a validation exercise, the PLFS
estimates provide a useful reference
point. O�cial agencies also use similar
methods. 

Some of this GAP is contributed by the
residual 2,72,534 MCA companies, not
covered in the 78,618 “private companies”
captured in the ASI data. A majority of the
residual companies are likely to be to
non-factory private companies. The left
over residual workers are likely to belong
to the unincorporated sector not covered
in ASUSE survey because of their small
size.

Then, applying the “technical ratios” of
the appropriate segments of
manufacturing as derived from unit-wise

ASI and ASUSE data, the potential GVA of
the residual workers is estimated to be
₹3.6 lakh crore.

Then adding the potential GVA to the
AE of ₹27.4 lakh crore reported earlier,
the likely/potential overall manufacturing
GVA could be ₹31.0 lakh crore.

This �gure, however, still falls short of
the o�cial GVA estimate (of ₹38.6 lakh
crore) by 24.5 per cent. In other words,
the potential GVA of all workers employed
in the manufacturing sector in companies
and unincorporated sector enterprises
would at best account for 80.3 per cent of
the o�cial estimate. It still leaves ₹7.6 lakh
crore (or 19.7%) worth of NAS
manufacturing GVA “unaccounted” for or
“unexplained” (Figure 1). This is the real
puzzle of the new GDP �gures for the
manufacturing sector. 

How can this GAP be reconciled with
the best alternative estimate obtained
using widely used data sources? The NSO
documents say that, being an
establishment-based survey, the ASI
reportedly fails to capture value addition
taking place within an enterprise, but
outside of the factory premises (such as
head o�ce, marketing and distribution,
or R&D activities). Is this really true?
Probably not. Available evidence does not
seem to support the o�cial view
(Dholakia, Nagaraj and Pandya, Economic
and Political Weekly, 2018).

Alternatively, if the ASI-based GVA
estimate did not underestimate
production, how could such a large GAP
arise. Is it because of the NSO
methodology of scaling up of sample
estimates of active companies for the
universe of companies whose size and
composition are hazy and unveri�ed?

The statistical issue
As per the latest NAS, for 2023-24,
manufacturing GVA is ₹38.6 lakh crore at
current prices. An alternative estimate,
using time-tested o�cial ASI and ASUSE
data sets, �nds the o�cial �gure to be
higher than the alternative estimate by
40.9 per cent. 

Even after accounting for the
contribution of residual companies and
workers, the unexplained GAP remains at
24.5 per cent. Whether the o�cial
estimate represents a “fuller description
of ground reality” through the use of
corporate data, or amounts to an
overestimation of output, remains a
matter of contention. The statistical issue
can only be resolved if the MCA data and
NSO’s methodologies are made public for
independent veri�cation.
(Jatinder S. Bedi is a Professor of
Economics at the Institute for Development
and Communication, Chandigarh. R.
Nagaraj was formerly with the Indira
Gandhi Institute of Development Research
(IGIDR), Mumbai)

The gap in manufacturing sector GVA
According to the National Accounts Statistics, the manufacturing sector’s GVA is ₹38.6 lakh crore in 2023-24 at current prices.; however, an ‘Alternative Estimate’ using data

from the Annual Survey of Industries and Annual Survey of Unincorporated Sector Enterprises gives a lower �gure, prompting a closer look at the o�cial estimate

The manufacturing sector includes the organised sector comprising registered factories and companies, and the unincorporated sector comprising small

factories and workshops outside the corporate sector. REPRESENTATIVE IMAGE

ECONOMIC NOTES THE GIST
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The National Accounts
Statistics data shows that the
manufacturing sector’s GVA is
₹38.6 lakh crore for 2023-24,
constituting 14.7 per cent of
GDP. However, as per an
Alternative Estimate, the sum
of the GVA of units covered by
the ASI and ASUSE is ₹27.4 lakh
crore, a 40.9 per cent di�erence

�

The potential GVA of ‘residual
workers’, not captured by ASI
and ASUSE data, is estimated
to be ₹3.6 lakh crore. Adding
this to the AE of ₹27.4 lakh
crore, the potential overall
manufacturing GVA could be
₹31.0 lakh crore

�

Whether the o�icial estimate
represents a ‘fuller description
of ground reality’ through use
of corporate data, or amounts
to an overestimation of output,
is a matter of contention. The
statistical issue can only be
resolved if the NSO’s
methodologies are made
public

Jatinder S. Bedi
R. Nagaraj
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X

QUESTION 1

What was the name of the
feminist magazine she
co-founded in 1971 which
survives till today? 
X

QUESTION 2

Steinem said once that
she had never wanted
children because she
already had one. Who was
she referring to? 
X

QUESTION 3

Steinem was part of the
second wave of feminism.
Name the book credited
with launching this wave,
written by Betty Friedan. 

X

QUESTION 4

In 2005, Steinem, Robin
Morgan, and X co-founded
an organisation that
“works to make women
visible and powerful in the
media”. Name X, an actor
who starred in Klute and
Coming Home.
X

QUESTION 5

In a controversial op-ed,
Steinem once defended a
U.S. President saying his
behaviour with women
may have been reckless,
but did not meet the legal
definition of sexual
harassment or assault.
Which President was she
talking about? 

Questions and answers to the previous day’s daily quiz: 1. The 
year and place where Lionel Messi won the Olympic Gold and the
Under-20 World Cup. Ans: 2008 at Beijing and 2005 in the

Netherlands

2. Goals and assists by Messi in his 207-match career for ‘La Albiceleste’
Ans: 125 goals, with 111 with his left foot, and 68 assists

3. Messi had a senior international debut to forget on August 17, 2005,
because he was shown a straight red card, less than a minute after
coming on in the 63rd minute, for an accidental elbow to an opponent,
against this European team. Ans: Hungary 

4. The final heartbreak which prompted Messi’s first international
retirement in June 2016. Ans: The Copa America defeat to Chile

5. Messi holds the record for most major tournament goals in men’s
history with ___ goals. Ans: 35

6. Messi share the record for FIFA World Cup appearances (six in total)
with this football player. Ans: Cristiano Ronaldo

7. He has netted the most international goals (11) against this South
American country. Ans: Bolivia

Visual: Messi is celebrating the triumph in this tournament. Ans: The

Finalissima against Italy in 2022

Early birds: Arun Kumar Singh | Sudhir Thapa | Tito Shiladitya | Piyali
Tuli | Samir Gupta

THE DAILY QUIZ

Gloria Steinem passed away yesterday at the age of 92. Here is a quiz on the eminent
American feminist and journalist

X

Visual question: Where did she work, which
led to her seminal 1963 undercover exposé,
‘A Bunny's Tale’?

Please send in your answers to 

dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

Radhika Santhanam

What is the meaning of “bolt from the
blue”? (R. Ranjith Kumar, Eraiyur)
This is an expression, which has been a
part of the English language for a very
long time. When you say that something
was a “bolt from the blue” or a “bolt out
of the blue”, it means that it was sudden
and totally unexpected; whatever
happened really surprised you. Here are a
few examples.

The news that Sumithra had lung
cancer was a bolt from the blue.

Gauri seemed to really like her new
job. So when she informed her parents
last week that she was planning on
quitting, it was a bolt out of the blue.

The word “blue” in the expression
refers to the blue sky and “bolt” refers to
thunderbolts. On a day when the sky is
blue and there are no clouds around, one
does not expect to hear thunder. If one
does, one is really surprised.

What is the meaning of the term “vox
populi”? (G. K. Karthigakumaran,
Chennai)
This is an expression borrowed from
Latin meaning “voice of the people”. The
term is often abbreviated to either “vox
pop” or “vox pops”.

The vox pop technique is normally
used in radio and television broadcasting.
We often see reporters walking around on
the streets asking passers by to give their
opinion about something. For example,
we have people responding to questions
as to whether America did the right thing
by bombing Afghanistan.

This method of recording the opinions
of people talking informally in public
places is called vox populi or vox pop.

Sai Prasad is a director who likes to
make use of vox pop in his programmes.

Can you get me some vox populi by six
this evening?

What is the di�erence between
“plenty” and “aplenty”? (S.S.
Prasanna Venkatesh, Chennai)
As far as the meaning is concerned there
is hardly any di�erence between the two.
Both mean “large amounts of”. Of the
two “aplenty” is considered old
fashioned. Here are a few examples.

Plenty of children joined the
competition.

We have plenty of sugar left.
When you use the word “aplenty”, it

usually comes after the noun. For
example,

Children aplenty joined the
competition.

We have sugar aplenty.
I have read thrillers aplenty.
It would be wrong to say “aplenty

children”, “aplenty thrillers”, etc.

How does one refer to one’s country?
“fatherland” or “motherland”? (T.
Desai, Mumbai)
How you refer to your country depends
upon what your mother tongue happens
to be. In most Indian languages, we
generally use the feminine gender to refer
to our country. Native speakers of English
invariably refer to their country as their
“motherland”. But the Germans, on the
other hand, refer to Germany as their
“fatherland”. So, both “motherland” and
“fatherland” are acceptable ways of
referring to one’s country.
Published in The Hindu on November 13,
2001

Know your
English
S. Upendran

FROM THE ARCHIVES

K
amal Haasan once told me
that every storyteller has one
story and they just �nd
di�erent ways to say it. “One

man in another man’s shoes,” he winked,
talking about his oldest living collaborator
Singeetham Srinivasa Rao.

Seemed like the perfect icebreaker for
an interview with the 95-year-old
legendary storyteller.

For a lot of his �lms begin by
disturbing someone’s identity or place in
the world — Shekhar and Ranga in
Sommokadidhi Sokokadidhi, Kamal in
Pushpak, Apoorva Sagodharargal and
Michael Madana Kama Rajan. Does
putting a character in a situation where
they don’t belong, inspire the story, I ask
the legend over a Zoom call on a
Wednesday morning.

The starting point
“Yes, though there are a lot of these
common elements, the starting point is
always an idea. Let me give you some
examples: Sing Geetham was an idea that I
got many years ago from a conversation
with Balamurali Krishna when he said
there’s music in everyday life. And I
wanted to explore how to capture that
music from life.”

He demonstrates with an example
from Sing Geetham where a random line
spoken blends two notes. Pushpak, he
says, was born out of a desire to pay
tribute to the era of silent �lms and
Chaplin. 

And Aditya 369 was a �lm that was
inspired not just by H.G. Wells and the
Back to the Future �lms but by Mark
Twain’s A Connecticut Yankee in King
Arthur’s Court.

Twain’s book, one of his early
in�uences, might o�er a clue on where
Rao got hooked to the concept of one
man in another man’s world. 

Entering the cave
There were simply no screenwriting
books or textbooks when he started
�lmmaking. One of the �rst lessons his
mentor K.V. Reddy gave him was that
every detail on paper is sacred.

“If you write cave, the production and
camera departments will not know
automatically that it has to be dark. You
have to write dark cave.” And that’s how
Rao learnt on set, as young writers �gure
out, the signi�cance of the scene header
INT./EXT. LOCATION - DAY/NIGHT.

Rao is a writer with instinct — when he
starts to write a story, he never tries to
guess if it is working or not. “You have to
go with your conviction. Nobody will
know whether it’s working or not until
people watch it and tell you,” he laughs.
So, it is a bit of shooting in the dark,
sticking to the conviction, which is why it
helps that he is always thinking of the
little details to �esh out the scene.

Music and spark in the detail
I prod him on Pushpak — the way the
audio of the Finance Minister’s speech on
radio on the need to respect retired
o�cers, is in sharp contrast to the
behaviour of an old man checking out a
maid, or even that scene with scatological
humour without resorting to the sounds
of toilet humour. “Yes, contrast is always
the best way to �nd comedy in the scene.
What if the place where he got the drunk
man tied up is next door to a dance
school?” And that’s how the sound of the
classical dance instructor in the
background provides the score for a scene
that could have potentially grossed out
audiences. But with the contrast, they
laugh with him instead.

As an instinctive writer, Rao
understands that not everything needs to
be said through dialogue, a skill he has
excelled in since his early days as a writer,
from Sommokadidhi Sokokadidhi, where
we get a peek into conman Ranga’s mind

when he watches Shekhar at work. There
are a lot of Chaplinesque silent movie
devices he employs in it that he carried
forward to Pushpak, where one suspects
his love for �nding the music in life led
him to think of two ideas — the silent �lm
and the musical �lm where everyone
sings out their lines. 

It took decades before he could get
from the �rst to the second, but he
continued using musical narration to
achieve great economy in storytelling. 

You might remember the narrator
singing the fable of Michael Madana Kama
Rajan. By the time the opening credits
end, we know how they were separated at
birth.

Resolving con�ict through laughs
How does Rao negotiate writer-star
con�icts during the writing process, I
wonder, especially since he has
collaborated most with Kamal Haasan,
who is often credited on screenplays of
his �lms. “There’s no negotiation. Only
collaboration. Because without a star,
there’s no �lm,” he laughs. 

How did he learn the art of comedy?
Larry David, for example, found his voice
by subverting social interactions. Garry
Shandling struggled with self-doubt and
decided that if he is funny in real life, he
doesn’t have to learn to be funny on
stage. 

Rao says he does not know about any
of that theory. “I think I have always had a
sense of humour. That’s probably the
secret of my health. I am hale and hearty
because I laugh a lot.”

He narrates a story from many decades
ago, when he and his friend Ananthu had
to travel by train from Madras to Bombay,
pretending to be siblings to match with
the identities on the ticket. So, they wore
dark glasses, pretending to have
conjunctivitis. “But throughout the
journey, I could not stop laughing. I could
not keep a straight face.”

That anecdote does o�er an insight
into how Rao discovered the comedy of
the average Joe in an otherworldly
situation.

Finally, I ask him for a writing exercise
that might help young �lmmakers
discover their own voice. “Take any
proverb you like. Any old saying. And
turn it into a modern story,” he suggests.

Traditional wisdom and universal
truths explored through an everyday lens
might just help a young writer or two
discover who they are as writers.

Also, Rao has never stopped watching
�lms. From the days he and Balu
Mahendra went �lm-hopping at
international �lm festivals, to discussing
Pather Panchali with Satyajit Ray and
deconstructing Manmohan Desai’s
lost-and-found tropes. 

“In one scene, three guys are giving
blood to each other. People just didn’t
care that it’s not realistic,” he recalls of
that iconic scene from Amar Akbar
Anthony.

Even recently, he reached out to this
writer after watching his �lm Culture
Vulture on YouTube and sought to reach
out to Ravish Kumar to share his words of
appreciation for ‘While You Were
Watching’. 

It was a year ago when this writer had
approached Rao for an interview on his
writing process. Between then and now
Rao has already had a highly acclaimed
release in Sing Geetham, serves as a story
consultant on Kalki 2898 AD and is sharp
enough to get working on the next — a
historical spy thriller currently in the
early stages of writing — yet another twist
to one man’s adventure in another man’s
world?

At 95, the incredible true story of a
young man who couldn’t stop laughing,
�nding himself in many adventures with
Kamal Haasan, is far from over. He is still
�nding new worlds to put his men into —
and new ways to make us laugh.

Inside the mind of Singeetham Srinivasa
Rao: a masterclass in storytelling
Veteran �lmmaker and an instinctive writer, Rao has spent several years exploring the possibilities of storytelling — across languages, genres and

forms. At 95, he remains as curious about cinema as he has always been

IN THE LIMELIGHT

A filmmaking legend:Singeetham understands that not everything needs to be said through dialogue, a skill he has excelled in since his early days as a writer. FILE PHOTO

Sudhish Kamath

THE HINDU 

11Friday, September 4, 2026
Delhi Text&Context

e2213679

e2213679







LIVEMINT.COM
12 Friday, 4 September 2026

New Delhi Views

my VIEW  |  Farm Truths

GUEST VIEW

interoperability in areas where there is a 
clear business case can make a substantial 
difference by itself.

Investment is equally important. Brics 
economies have enormous requirements of 
it for infrastructure, manufacturing, energy 
transitions and new technologies, and also 
possess substantial pools of capital. The New 
Development Bank, national development 
finance institutions and private financial 
institutions can together help connect viable 
projects with long-term finance. Innovative 
approaches to risk sharing and blended 
finance can widen the range of projects that 
are able to attract investment.

Technology will increasingly connect all 
these areas. AI and digital technologies are 
already changing agriculture, manufactur-
ing, logistics, financial services and health-
care. Brics can encourage greater collabora-
tion among its businesses, startups and 
research institutions, while contributing to 
the development of technologies that are 
accessible and relevant to the needs of 
emerging economies. The grouping has 
remarkable resources and capabilities. By 
connecting these strengths more closely, it 
can create greater opportunities for all and 
contribute to a more resilient, inclusive and 
prosperous Global South.

the Global South. In recent Brics delibera-
tions, he has also highlighted the need for 
demand-driven development finance, 
stronger agricultural research cooperation, 
reliable supply chains for critical minerals 
and technology, and responsible as well as 
inclusive use of artificial intelligence (AI). 
These priorities provide an important con-
text for the business community as well.

There is considerable scope to bring these 
capabilities together in ways that create new 
commercial openings while strengthening 
our collective resilience. Consider some-
thing as fundamental as food, fuel and fertil-
izers. Brics includes major producers and 
consumers of all three. Add to this our 
strengths in critical minerals, manufactur-
ing, technology and services, and the com-
plementarities become even more apparent. 
Greater trade, investment and business part-
nerships within the grouping can help make 
supply chains more diverse and dependable, 
while also contributing to the economic 
resilience of the wider Global South.

Agriculture is an area where cooperation 
among the member countries can make a 
meaningful difference. The Brics countries 
collectively account for a significant part of 
global agricultural production and con-
sumption. At the same time, farmers across 

T
he Brics grouping brings together 
countries with an extraordinary range 
of economic strengths. Its members 

include some of the world’s largest and fast-
est-growing markets, major centres of man-
ufacturing and technology, and producers of 
food and energy. Some also have significant 
mineral resources and a growing base of 
capital, skills and entrepreneurship. With its 
expanded membership, these strengths 
have become even more diverse. An oppor-
tunity lies in connecting them more closely 
and building partnerships that contribute to 
growth and resilience across all economies.

India’s Brics chairship in 2026 offers an 
opportunity to advance this agenda. We 
must move from broad intent to practical 
collaboration. This is especially relevant at 
a time when businesses are adapting to 
changing supply chains, rapid technological 
shifts and a more uncertain international 
environment. Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has underlined the importance of Brics 
as a platform responsive to the aspirations of 

lion tonnes of the crop is diverted for 
ethanol production, leaving domestic 
availability at around 27 million tonnes. 

This is not the first time estimates 
have gone wrong. Even last year, as 
against ISMA’s first estimate of 33.3 mil-
lion tonnes, the actual output figure 
turned out to be 29.6 million tonnes. 
That the estimates for this year were 
incorrect was obvious since excess rains 
last year had damaged crops in Maha-
rashtra, Karnataka and Gujarat. Uttar 
Pradesh’s crop was hurt by fungal dis-
ease and pest attack. Curiously, rather 
than preparing for a shortage, the gov-
ernment allowed 1.5 million tonnes of 
exports of sugar on 7 November. By Jan-
uary, it was clear that the production 
estimates are exaggerated. But again, 
the government raised the export limit 
to 2 million tonnes on 13 February. 
Eventually, only 0.8 million tonnes 
were exported due to subdued global 
prices, with the government finally 
imposing an export ban in May. 

The sugar story is as much about the 
inefficiency of agricultural data systems 
as about the flawed policy regime that 
allowed 2 million tonnes to be exported. 
Given the crisis, the government has 
now allowed the import of 1 million 
tonnes of sugar, just six months after 
exporting 0.8 million tonnes. It also 
imposed stock limits on traders and mil-

lers, putting further pressure on prices. 
Other commodities too face a similar 

situation. Onion prices have also almost 
doubled despite adequate production. 
Fortunately, the government has not 
imposed any ad hoc export ban and has 
blamed market intermediaries and 
traders for the price spike. But this has 
been the reasoning for many years even 
as no solution has come about. 

Take the case of wheat, which was 
under an export ban since 2022. It was 
lifted earlier this year due to record pro-
duction and stocks. While high stocks 
give the government headroom, there is 
also the possibility of the El Niño phe-
nomenon strengthening and hurting 
the next wheat crop. To be sure, it is too 
early to predict the production for next 
year. But one would have expected cau-
tion, given expectations of extreme heat 
and low water reservoir levels. 

Concern over an aggressive push for 
ethanol blending at the cost of food 
security has recently been voiced by the 
chief economic advisor to the govern-
ment. Unfortunately, a response to his 
suggestion of a better balanced policy 
is not yet visible on the ground or in 
India’s official policy framework. Sugar-
cane is no longer the prime ingredient 
for ethanol production, with broken 
rice and maize becoming dominant. But 
it has also led to maize being diverted 
for ethanol at the cost of feedstock for 
livestock and poultry. According to 
the Indian Council of Agricultural 
Research, the acreage under fodder 
production has already fallen by one-
fourth from 8.3 million hectares in 2018 
to 6.4 million hectares in 2024. Fodder 
crops are among those affected this year 
by drought, with their inflation having 
exceeded 8.5% in June and July. 

Food price inflation hurts the poor 
disproportionately. Failing to control 
prices is also a concern for the economy. 
At a time when El Niño is already posing 
risks to food security and farm incomes, 
faulty market intelligence systems and 
ad hoc policy decisions help neither 
Indian farmers nor consumers. 

T
he recent rise in sugar prices from 
about ₹45 per kg at the end of July 
to around ₹65 per kg at the end of 

August has put the management of agri-
cultural produce in focus. Initially, this 
was blamed on the diversion of sugar-
cane for ethanol production aimed at 
fuel blending. But this was only part of 
the reason. Sugarcane diverted for etha-
nol has been in the range of 10% of sugar 
production and accounts for less than 
one-third of India’s ethanol output. A 
larger share of the ethanol produced 
now comes from maize and broken rice. 
In fact, the share of sugarcane in ethanol 
production has been declining. 

The main reason for sugar prices 
rising is faulty estimation of the sugar-
cane crop and ad hoc policy measures, 
which fuelled the price rise. Based on 
the agriculture ministry’s estimates of 
sugarcane acreage and production, the 
Indian Sugar and Bio-energy Manufac-
turers Association (ISMA) estimated 
sugar production at 34.3 million tonnes 
at the beginning of the season (October-
September). Even if one accounts for 
about 3 million tonnes being diverted to 
ethanol production, this level of output 
was sufficient to meet the domestic 
demand of about 28-29 million tonnes. 
But this was a gross overestimate of pro-
duction, also acknowledged by the gov-
ernment; current estimates peg sugar-
cane output at 30.6 million tonnes. The 
shortage becomes obvious when 3 mil-

This isn’t the first instance of weak data inputs and ad hoc policies showing up in food-item prices

Himanshu

is associate professor at Jawaharlal Nehru 

University and visiting fellow at the Centre 

de Sciences Humaines, New Delhi.

Brics partnerships could strengthen the Global South
Jai Shroff

I
mpossible. This word, or at least the pop-
ular understanding of it, gets a bad rap. Ad 
slogans dismiss it, while academics wrestle 
it. Creativity coaches use it as a tool; think 
of six impossible things before breakfast, 
they say, just as Alice of Wonderland was 

advised. Yet, its rap-sheet also exemplifies its 
value. The word’s wonder lies in the fine minds 
it has wracked. In academia, an elegant blow 
was delivered by Amartya Sen to Arrow’s 
‘impossibility theorem’; if there are three 
options or more, it stated, no voting rule can 
convert individual preference rankings into a 
collective rank that satisfies a basic set of must-
haves, like Pareto efficiency—nobody can be 
made better-off without at least one person left 
worse-off—and non-dictatorship. Something 
must get traded off. Sen’s work, in contrast, 
showed that ‘social choice’ need not be so 
bleak if we enrich our data capture by going 
beyond ranked choices to include information 
on individual well-being and inequality. This 
possibility didn’t just revive welfare economics, 
it won Amartya Sen a Nobel prize (in 1998).

The ‘impossibility’ in focus right now is one 
raked up by India’s $127 billion haul of forex 
deposits. It’s a classic macro trilemma: no 
economy can freely allow capital inflows and 
outflows, peg its currency’s exchange rate and 
also run its own monetary policy. One of the 
three must be given up. In a world of border-
less capital flows, a fixed currency implies a 
loss of control over interest rates, so a currency 
float is widely seen as the best way out. Ever 
since India began opening its economy in 1991, 
though, it has taken a fuzzy-logic stance on 
that trilemma. Capital controls were eased, but 
some bars stayed in place to contain capital-
flight shocks (recall the Asian Crisis of 1997). 

This non-binary setting has left the binary 
choice of either a pegged rupee or rate-policy 
efficacy fuzzy too. While this means that the 
rupee’s ‘managed float’ need not necessarily 
fail the central bank’s mandate of price stability 
with economic growth in mind, the complexity 
of our settings also makes it hard to identify an 
optimal trade-off. This is why 2026 will serve 
as a case-study year. Inflows, after all, impact 
local liquidity. The Reserve Bank of India’s 
(RBI) swap window for banks to take dollar 
deposits from overseas Indians, enabled by 
relieving banks of the risk of a rupee slide, has 
armed it with extra dollars to support a rupee 
that has been under duress. But it has also 
swamped banks with so much money (nearly 
₹10 trillion) that overnight credit has gotten 
cheaper and a major mop-up is sure to push up 
bond yields. To sterilize a liquidity upswell, RBI 
must sell government bonds in bulk, boosting 
their supply. If not, price flare-up risks rise. In 
other words, a yield curve warped by India’s 
in-surge of dollars is hard to escape. 

The good news is how much harder it may 
nudge RBI’s rate setters to secure monetary 
policy independence in India’s unique tri-
lemma context. RBI might not target any level 
for the rupee (this year’s focus of concern), but 
each time its stability goal gets blurred with a 
currency buoy, India’s fuzzy framework of a 
‘possible trinity’ gets shaken. Any study of its 
optimality must begin with the three things of 
the trilemma that Marcus Fleming and Robert 
Mundell, who won his Nobel a year after Sen 
did, deemed impossible. As academia can tes-
tify, the ruling out of something can inspire 
fresh ideas. And what looks like a workaround 
can be an innovation. Even so, it’s vital that gaps 
between theory and practice don’t let us down. 

What’s impossible is not  
useless to the economy 
Be it Amartya Sen’s tackle of Arrow’s theorem or India’s fuzzy-logic position on a big macro 

trilemma in the face of a dollar in-surge, what cannot be done can also get minds whirring
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Alot of attention has 
been lavished on the

equities rally over the past 
few weeks. Some of it 
needs to shift to the 
parallel bonds rally.

The new 10-year 
benchmark bond was sold 
by the Reserve Bank of 
India on Friday. It was 
priced at a cut-off yield of 
6.97%, the first time since 
2009 that interest rates on 
sovereign paper of that 
maturity have dropped 
below the 7% mark. Bond 
yields have come down 
despite the pick-up in 
inflation in recent months. 
Are bond traders now 
expecting inflation to come 
down thanks to a good 
monsoon? Also, at least 
part of the drop in yields—
and the rise in bond prices
—should be explained by 
the conscious efforts of the 
Indian central bank to 
increase liquidity in the 
domestic money market.

Rate cuts have been 
transmitted better in the 
bond market rather than by 
the banks. What needs to 
be seen is the extent to 
which the rise in bond 
prices helps lenders bolster 
their weakened balance 
sheets.

QUICK EDIT

Bonds 
rally

INVESTMENT CYCLE

UTI AMC may 
put `2,000 cr 
stake on sale

B Y  A N I R U D H  L A S K A R

anirudh.l@livemint.com
····························
MUMBAI

UTI Asset Management
Co. Ltd (UTI AMC) is
likely to sell shares worth

around `2,000 crore through an
initial public offering and a sub-
sequent offer for sale by March. 

The share sale will allow UTI
AMC’s four state-run sponsors—
State Bank of India (SBI), Life
Insurance Corporation of India
(LIC), Bank of Baroda (BoB) and
Punjab National Bank (PNB)—to
partially sell their stakes, two
UTI AMC officials said on condi-
tion of anonymity as the deci-
sion has not been cleared by its
board. 

“We have also got an in-prin-
ciple approval from the govern-
ment for adopting the public
issue route for enabling partial
exit of the four original sponsors.
We are now waiting for the gov-
ernment’s NOC (no objection
certificate) to formalize the proc-
ess,” said one of the two officials. 

Each of the four sponsors hold
an 18.5% stake in UTI Asset
Management, while the rest is
held by T. Rowe Price Interna-
tional Ltd. 

Top SBI and LIC officials
didn’t respond to calls and text
messages on Friday and Satur-
day seeking comment. PNB and
BoB have said they would prefer
an IPO as it will allow for better
price discovery, Mint reported in
March. 

UTI AMC has been valued at
`7,000-8,000 crore, said one of
the two company officials cited
above.

A total of up to 26% of UTI
AMC (worth around `2,000
crore) will be sold through a
combination of primary and sec-
ondary market issuances, this
person said. 

“Public issue is obviously the
best option since it helps in bet-
ter price discovery for every
shareholder. UTI AMC has a
robust, growing fund manage-
ment business and the brand
enjoys significant goodwill and
trust among the public,” said the
second of the two UTI offi-
cials. “The equity market, too, is
doing reasonably well and it is
evident that investor appetite is
back. So, there are compelling
reasons for a public issue.”

The fund house, which had
average assets under manage-
ment worth `1.21 trillion for the

April-June quarter, is looking at
the maximum possible promoter
stake sale. The IPO will allow a
partial exit of the four original
sponsors in equal proportion.
The subsequent secondary mar-
ket offering  will enable these
four sponsors to dilute their
holdings further. 

“A real owner of UTI should be
the goal. It has an unusual cor-
porate structure with its spon-
sors having conflicting interests.
The sponsors came in 2003 to
comply with the letter rather
than the spirit of mutual fund
regulations,” said Dhirendra
Kumar, chief executive of Value
Research, a New Delhi-based
mutual fund analytics firm.
“Resolving the ownership issues
will be a positive for the corpo-
rate entity as well as investors.” 

UTI AMC believes that rather
than offering a small quantity of
shares—say, 10%—and just get-
ting the public issue oversub-
scribed multiple times, it is pref-
erable to offer at least 26% so
that more investors are able to
benefit from the company’s
growth and, at the same time,
the four sponsors are able to off-
load a meaningful stake to exit,
as required by the law, according
to the two officials. 

“At this stage, we have roped
in bankers to advise on the for-
mat of the public issue. Once the
format is finalized, it will be pre-
sented to the board and then
merchant bankers for book-
building will be appointed. We
hope to file the draft red herring
prospectus with the Securities
and Exchange Board of India
(Sebi) before December and
launch the public issue before
the end of the financial year,”
said the first UTI official. 

In order to provide exit to the
four sponsors, another alterna-
tive discussed at a meeting in
March with the government was
stake sales by BoB and PNB to
either LIC or SBI and a subse-
quent merger of UTI AMC with
the entity that buys the majority
stake in the company. 

“A public issue is the best
option for UTI as well as the
shareholders. The four sponsors
should be happy that whatever
valuation they get today will be
far, far higher than when these
four sponsors had put in
money,” said Prithvi Haldea,
chairman and managing director
at Prime Database, a New Delhi-
based primary market analytics
firm. “UTI has a large number of
unit holders who can become
shareholders when the company
goes public. The issuance will
surely get a positive market
response if the pricing is done
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IPO, OFS plan will let 
state-run sponsors SBI, 
LIC, BoB, PNB partially 
sell their stakes in the 
mutual fund manager

Must respect 
each other’s 
aspirations, 
Modi tells Xi
B Y  E L I Z A B E T H  R O C H E
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NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday underlined

the need for India and China to
respect “each other’s aspirations,
concerns and strategic interests”.

The message was conveyed by
the prime minister at a bilateral
meeting with Chinese President
Xi Jinping on the sidelines of the
G-20 summit in Hangzhou, capi-
tal of the eastern province of
Zhejiang. Hangzhou is a well-
known tourist destination, as
well as home to Chinese e-com-
merce giant Alibaba Group
Holdings Ltd.

During the talks,  Modi
seemed to have touched upon
irritants that had cropped up in
ties in recent months, including
China’s opposition to India’s
membership of the elite Nuclear
Suppliers Group (NSG) and its
veto on a move by India to add
Pakistan-based militant group
Jaish-E-Mohammed’s chief
Maulana Masood Azhar to an
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HANGZHOU (CHINA)

In Dream Town, a collection of
boxy office buildings on the

gritty edge of this historic city,
one tiny company is developing
a portable 3-D printer. Another
takes orders for traditional Chi-
nese massages by smartphone.
They are just two of the 710
start-ups being nurtured here.

Anywhere else, an incubator
like Dream Town would be a
vision of venture capitalists,
angel investors or technology
stalwarts. But this is China. The
Chinese Communist Party
doesn’t trust the invisible hand
of capitalism alone to encourage
entrepreneurship, especially
since it is a big part of the lead-
ership’s strategy to reshape the
sagging economy.

Which is why the government
of Hangzhou—a former royal
capital that has been a major
commercial hub for more than a
millennium—built Dream Town
and lavishes resources on start-
ups. The businesses here get a
slate of benefits like subsidized
rent, cash hand-outs and special
training, all courtesy of the city.
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Sun TV promoter Kalanithi Maran remained the 
highest-paid executive in India, with a salary of 
R71.47 crore in 2015-16, up 16.64% from a year 
earlier. His wife Kavery Kalanithi retained the 
second spot, taking home R71.46 crore, up 16.65%. 
The salaries of Pawan Munjal, chairman of Hero 
Motocorp, and his brother Sunil Munjal rose the 
most among executives who are also promoters: 
Pawan Munjal’s total salary increased 28.6% to 
R57.40 crore and Sunil Munjal, who 
resigned as joint managing director 
on 16 August, drew R54.37 crore, 
an increase of 28%.

THE TOP-PAID EXECUTIVES IN INDIA

*Sunil Munjal resigned from the company on 16 August;  **For the period June 2014 to March 
2015, Sikka was paid R4.56 crore; ***Butschek was paid R5.04 crore for the one-and-half-month 
period that he served during the year ended 31 March; #Proposed salary for 2016-17

Kavery Kalanithi 
Sun TV Network Ltd

Source: Companies’ annual reports

71.46 16.65% 66.14 142.14% 57.40 28.64%

A.M. Naik
Larsen and Toubro Ltd

Pawan Munjal
Hero MotoCorp Ltd

Sunil Munjal*
Hero MotoCorp Ltd

54.37 28.04% 48.73 751.92% 44.77 19.20%

Vishal Sikka
Infosys Ltd

Desh Bandhu Gupta
Lupin Ltd

Sunil Bharti Mittal 
Bharti Airtel Ltd

27.85 2.49% 25.7 55% 27.24 NA***

Kamal Sharma
Lupin Ltd

Guenter Butschek
Tata Motors Ltd

**

#

Year-on-year % increaseSalary for 2015-16 (in R crore) 71.47 16.64%

Kalanithi Maran 
Sun TV Network Ltd 
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If a theory of justice is to 
guide reasoned choice of 

policies, strategies or 
institutions, then the 

identification of fully just 
social arrangements is 

neither necessary 
nor sufficient.

Amart ya Sen

is chair, Brics Business Council 

India, and chairman and group 

CEO, UPL Ltd. 

Sugarcane as an input for ethanol 
has been on the decline. Blame 
for sugar’s price upshoot must 
be borne by an overestimation 

of the season’s cane output 
combined with ad hoc policies.

The government’s untimely 
tweaks of export and import 

rules even as El Niño risks loom 
over farm output not only put 

food security at risk but are also 
bad for India’s economy at large.

Q U I C K  R E A D

helping farms adapt to the changing needs of 
farming. A stronger network connecting 
agri-tech communities could  take  promising 
technologies further and scale faster.

The aim should be to see an agri-tech 
solution developed for farmers in India find 
application in other Brics markets, just as 
innovations emerging elsewhere find their 
way into Indian agriculture. This is the prac-
tical promise of South-South cooperation: 
sharing experiences, adapting solutions to 
local conditions and building capabilities. 
Agriculture is just one example. Opportuni-

ties exist across manufac-
turing, infrastructure, 
energy, finance and skill 
development.

For businesses, useful 
advances can come from 
making it progressively 
easier to operate across 
markets. Cooperation on 
standards and certifica-
tion, digital trade docu-
mentation, logistics and 
access to market infor-
mation can facilitate 
trade. The objective need 
not be identical systems 
across Brics. Greater 

Brics economies face similar questions: how 
do we produce more with finite natural 
resources, improve soil health and water 
efficiency, respond to a changing climate 
and reduce losses? Policymakers have 
another question: how to make new technol-
ogies affordable for farmers? These shared 
challenges also create opportunities to learn 
from one another.

One idea that holds considerable promise 
is the creation of centres of excellence that 
draw upon the particular strengths and expe-
rience available across members. These 
could facilitate research, 
training and exchange of 
best practices in areas 
such as water and soil 
management, fertilizer-
use efficiency, biosecu-
rity and climate-smart 
agriculture. There is con-
siderable value in such 
cooperation. Connecting 
researchers, businesses, 
institutions and farmers 
can help accelerate this 
exchange. This is also 
true for agricultural tech-
nology. Across Brics, 
young companies are 

The expanded Brics grouping 
brings together a vast pool of 

economic strengths that can be 
used to mutually build resilience 
amid supply-chain disruptions 
and an uncertain environment.

India could use its chairship of 
Brics this year to facilitate 

partnerships among member 
countries in major fields such as 
agriculture and manufacturing 

to  strengthen the Global South.

Q U I C K  R E A D
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India’s sugar price spike reflects 
gaps in the sector’s management
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I
t is perfectly appropriate to dream, and to 
dream big. Viksit Bharat by 2047 is now a 
stated goal towards which all economic policy 
is directed. What was previously the Mahatma 
Gandhi National Rural Employment Guaran-
tee, and before that simply NREGA (‘A’ for the 

Act of 2005), has been re-enacted as the Viksit 
Bharat Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission 
(Gramin) Act of 2025.

What does the term ‘viksit’ actually mean to peo-
ple? By now, it would be hard to find any member 
of the Indian establishment—across government, 
the judiciary, corporate sector, armed forces and 
the media—who does not have at least one close 
family member resident in a developed (viksit) 
country. A 2025 book by Sanjaya Baru, Secession 
of the Successful: the Flight out of New India, deline-
ates how Indians have voted with their feet, or 
more accurately, their air tickets. They want to live 
in a viksit country. Can we get there by 2047?

Let me pick up just two issues. One is specific to 
the current season of the year. The other is an all-
season issue (one of many). I will confine my atten-
tion to urban India where the establishment lives.

The monsoon season, which is currently on, has 
traditionally been a season of rural floods, land-
slides, and now, catastrophic glacial melts. But 
urban flooding can be traced to specific cases 
of intervention and/or neglect. As urban water 
bodies, which acted as sinks into which rainwater 
flowed, were drained for urban construction, and 
as rainwater drains get choked with silt, construc-
tion residue, plastic, discarded packaging material 
and organic garbage, urban flooding has become a 
robust annual feature. 

A spell of 100mm of rain, as on 24 August in 
Delhi, is by no means unknown in Delhi, Mumbai 
or other cities. But predictably, key arteries in 
Delhi around Parliament and the Supreme Court 
were severely grid-locked and knee-deep water 
collected in some key wholesale market areas. 
School buses were stranded for several hours. 
There are electrocution deaths from live electric 
wires trailing in pooled water. 

The following day, the Delhi government 
announced an additional ₹11,430 crore for drinking 
water infrastructure on top of earlier smaller com-
mitments, added to ongoing funding for sewage 
treatment plants. The Delhi Jal Board, a state gov-
ernment entity, will get this funding and execute 
the work on water and sewage treatment plants 
and pipelines. It is important to note that the new 
provision will not address rainwater drains, which 
fall under the municipality and the state public 
works department.

Nevertheless, the new initiatives are most wel-
come and will hopefully prevent sewage overflow 
and drinking water contamination during the mon-
soons. Half the funding will come from the state 

India’s Viksit Bharat goal: urban 
deficiencies call for action plans
Unless public goods like unblocked sewerage and rainwater drainage are provided, urban India will lack ‘viksit’ attributes

Indira Rajaraman
is an economist.

m i n t  c u r a t o r

Allison Schrager
is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist covering 

economics.

E
ven more so than usual, Hollywood’s 
future is uncertain. For decades the 
Los Angeles economy revolved 

around the film industry, but now more 
movies and shows are filmed elsewhere, 
driven or lured away by high expenses or 
tax incentives. The prospect of Paramount 
leaving California over the state’s antitrust 
lawsuit may not be serious, but the very 
idea that it can be entertained shows how 
much the economics of the industry have 
changed.

Los Angeles is not the only US city being 
forced to consider a future without the 
industry that has defined its identity. Over 
the last half century, if you worked in tech, 
the Bay Area was the place to be, with 
access to top talent and financing. If you 
wanted to become a finance master-of-the-
universe, you needed to at least start your 
career in New York. Now all of this is 
changing—with implications not only for 
these cities but also for the US economy.

Success didn’t necessarily require living 
in one of these cities—but it made success 
more likely, so the best talent clustered in 
them. These clusters created an ecosystem 
that generated well-paid jobs and job 
growth. There was spillover into other 
industries and more innovation.

Clusters also made US films, tech and 
finance the best in the world. When an 
industry is mostly located in one place, 
people can more easily build networks, 
compare notes and develop skills. They can 
job hop and share know-how. Talent from 
all over the world comes to that one place, 
creating positive externalities.

A big part of the US technology indus-
try’s success—and America’s lead in inno-
vation—is due to the fact that it is located in 
Silicon Valley. That conferred benefits on 
the larger economy, because it has fostered 
innovation in all industries, not to mention 
greater tax revenue and a booming stock 
market. Other cities tried to start their own 
tech clusters, but none could match Silicon 
Valley; once a cluster gets that critical mass 
of top talent, it is very difficult to displace.

The pandemic challenged that sticki-
ness. First, it became more acceptable to 
work from home, and once Zoom meetings 
became normalized, people could work 
from anywhere. Second, for a while cities 
were unpleasant places to live, with a spike 
in crime and a decline in quality of life. 
Since the pandemic, affordability has 
become a bigger issue, with rising inflation 
and home prices. Then, among the very 
wealthy, there were a few notable moves to 
Florida and Texas.

But cluster cities have endured. 

Citadel is still making a major invest-
ment in New York because the benefits of 
being in the world’s financial capital still 
outweigh the costs. The Bay Area, mean-
while, remains the place where the big AI 
firms are headquartered and deals are 
done. Relocating a major studio from Los 
Angeles might be possible, but it would not 
be easy because so much of the film indus-
try is still there.

On an individual level, if you are estab-
lished in your career, maybe you can move 
out of a cluster. But if you are just begin-
ning or want to start a new business, living 
in a cluster is still important.

Politicians in cluster cities seem to be 
counting on their continued stickiness. 
California may pass a wealth tax that will hit 
tech founders especially hard. LA remains 
an expensive place to do business. The 
mayor of New York has not exactly fostered 
a business-friendly environment (and 
seems to realize it). Underperforming 
schools and quality of life around home-
lessness and petty crime remain unad-
dressed in cluster cities. Local politicians 
talk a lot about affordability, but their 
actual policies will not solve the problems 
making things more expensive.

A central lesson from economics is that 
behaviour on the margins is often reveal-
ing about what is happening in an econ-
omy. There is still value to living in a cluster 
city—but if the costs rise and the benefits 
diminish, that calculation changes. 

For some people, it already has. Smaller 
clusters in other cities are becoming more 
viable, especially for anyone somewhat 
established who is raising a family. You can 
work in film in Atlanta or finance in Texas 
because there is a critical mass of talent 
there too.

Cluster cities will not necessarily 
become ‘the next Detroit,’ because their 
industries will still generate jobs and 
money. They may even still dominate—just 
not as much as they used to. That will mean 
less tax revenue, worse public services, and 
more economic populism.

De-clustering would also slow the rate of 
innovation, making the entire US economy 
less competitive. 

There is a magic that comes from having 
a lot of talented people in one place, and 
that magic remains critical to the modern 
American economy. ©BLOOMBERG

America’s cluster cities retain 
their charm in this day and age 

Tech has made geography history but not the value of talent pools 

De-clustering could potentially slow the 

pace of innovation. BLOOMBERG

government matched by the Central Urban Chal-
lenge Fund, and half from private partners. The 
funding is for infrastructure, not for maintenance of 
pre-existing sewerage channels in a preventive 
rather than crisis-driven way. Hopefully, some of it 
can be used to get mechanical sewage cleaning 
equipment, to replace the inhuman practice of 
manual sewer cleaning that still goes on despite 
Supreme Court judgements and 
directives against it.

The rainwater problem has 
not received the attention it des-
perately needs in all major cities 
of India. Corroded drain pipes 
need replacement, sieves are 
needed to redirect material 
blocking rainwater flow, with 
arrangements for that material 
to be carted away to processing 
centres, rather than heaped up 
within the city. Unfortunately, 
commercial waste-to-energy 
generation has taken off only in 
a few smaller cities like Indore 
and Lucknow.

Moving to all-season urban 
issues, urban spaces are increasingly claimed by 
four mammalian species. Dogs in small groups or 
large packs were perhaps the first to reduce 
humans in many cities, Delhi among them, to a 
state of cowering fear. Children and adults were 
bitten. Municipalities directed by the Supreme 
Court to handle the problem lack the fiscal where-
withal to do so. Municipality annual revenue, still 
aggregating nationally (including grants) to less 

than 1 % of GDP, will need more fiscal assistance 
from state governments to tackle the problem.

Rodents abound in informal housing enclaves 
(jhuggies) where food has to be weighed down in 
heavy containers that can’t be knocked over, and 
clothing tightly locked. Rodents thrive in situations 
where there is a high density of organic garbage. 
These include upmarket food courts. There is no 

pied piper.
Monkeys have moved from 

towns like Shimla towards cities 
like Delhi, where monkey 
assaults and bites, apart from 
damage to water storage tanks, 
are now everyday occurrences. 
There is need for a national pop-
ulation-control strategy to solve 
this problem.

And finally there are unshel-
tered cows blocking traffic while 
they search for food in garbage 
heaps. Formal fiscal provisions 
for cow shelters are in state gov-
ernment budgets, under the 
major heads 2403/4403 (cur-
rent/capital), but the minor 

sub-heads for cow shelters vary across states, so 
the aggregate allocation across states cannot be 
(easily) obtained. 

A pre-existing Central provision through which 
urban infrastructure can be funded is the popular 
Special Assistance for Loans to States for Capital 
Investment, budgeted at ₹2 trillion (including 
Union territories) for 2026-27. There are many 
claimants jostling in the fiscal trough.

It’s hard to find any member of 
the Indian establishment who 

does not have at least one close 
family member resident in a 

developed country. They voted 
with their feet and air tickets.

Can India achieve developed 
status by 2047? Urban spaces 

need urgent attention, and while 
some outlays have been upped 
for public works, we have much 

jostling at the fiscal trough.

Q U I C K  R E A D

V. Anantha Nageswaran sions, something in us was already watching 
the field—for a rival, a lost place, or  who got 
there first. The mind that has made its peace 
and the part that compares and competes 
run on separate tracks, and the first was 
never going to silence the second.

Seeing this changes the question. The aim 
was never to be rid of the disquiet. That was 
always the wrong aim, and chasing it is the 
equivalent of reaching for sleep that drives 
sleep away. The aim is only to notice it when 
it comes, let it rise and settle, and not to be 
carried away by it. Someone who felt none of 
it at all would more likely have gone numb 
than gone free. That it still rises, and that one 
can watch it rise rather than be swept along—
that small gap between the stirring and being 
moved is almost the whole of what there is to 
gain. It was never going to arrive as an 
absence of the disquiet itself.

So perhaps that is where each of us is left. 
Not with an answer to be reached once and 
kept, nor with a disquiet to be conquered, 
but with the two states of mind—competi-
tion and calmness—recognized in ourselves 
and being at peace with that. Not which life 
looks calmer from the outside, but whether 
one is aware of the disquiet, accepts it, and 
then chooses to move past and beyond it.

person acts and releases the outcome— 
aspiring still, serving still, doing what is his 
to do, and leaving what follows to whatever 
decides such things. The two can look the 
same from the street. They do not feel the 
same from within.

But here is the part we most often get 
wrong. We treat the disquiet as a problem to 
be solved—as though, if only we understood 
clearly enough that the effort is ours and the 
outcome is not, the unease would dissolve. 
It does not. A person can know this com-

pletely, could have 
watched a whole life bear 
it out, and still feel the old 
tightening when another 
one races ahead of him, 
still feel the unspoken 
question of whether his 
own turn will come. 
Knowing better does not 
make it go away.

This is not a failure of 
understanding. The 
unease comes from a part 
of us far older than our 
reasoning. Long before 
we learnt to weigh evi-
dence and draw conclu-

teaching. It does not tell Arjuna to lay down 
his arms and walk away. It tells him to act—to 
do the work that is his to do—while loosening 
his grip on what the work will bring him. Not 
to stop acting, but to stop clinging to the fruit 
of it. So the same act, done by two people, or 
by the same person on two different days, can 
be two quite different things. One does the 
work to be seen doing it, be counted and add 
to a private store of recognition. The other 
does the same work because it is there to be 
done, and lets it go. From the outside, the two 
look identical. No one 
watching can tell them 
apart. The difference 
shows itself in only one 
place— within the per-
son who is acting.

And so the question 
turns inward, where it 
belongs. There are two 
postures, and we can set 
them side by side. In 
one, a person acts and 
keeps score of position, 
of recognition, of how 
he stands beside others, 
of whether his moment 
will come. In the other, a 

But step back, and something curious 
happens. The habit of comparing oneself 
with others, of measuring where one stands, 
of keeping a quiet account of it—that habit 
does not stay behind. It follows. It is subtle 
enough to slip into the very retreats and dis-
ciplines we take up to be free of it. A person 
gives up the race and then takes quiet pride 
in having done so. He resolves to want less, 
and begins, without noticing, to keep score 
of his own detachment. The practices we 
adopt to quiet the self can become one more 
place for the self to keep its tally. 

Stepping back, it turns out, is no guaran-
tee of breaking free. One can carry the 
whole machinery into the forest.

This is worth pausing on, because it 
changes the question. If withdrawal is no 
escape, then the question was never really 
whether one acts in the world or renounces 
it. A person may hold a demanding office 
and be wholly at peace within it. Another 
may give up everything and stay restless to 
the end. The outward arrangement settles 
nothing. What matters is the inner posture 
from which one acts—and that cannot be 
seen from outside.

The Bhagavad Gita, spoken not in a her-
mitage but on a battlefield, makes just this its 

A
nyone who has lain awake at night 
knows that sleep cannot be chased. 
The harder we reach for it, the fur-

ther it seems. We can prepare the ground— 
dim the room, still the body, set the day’s 
worries down—but the last step is not ours 
to take. Sleep comes only once we stop try-
ing to seize it. Reaching for it is what keeps 
it away.

Much of what we most want behaves this 
way, calm of mind most of all. We go after it 
as though it were a place to be reached by 
effort, and find that the effort is the very 
thing that disturbs it. I have wondered for a 
long time why this should be the case, and 
about the confusion that lies beneath it.

We tend to think that calm and ambition 
pull in opposite directions—that the contem-
plative life sits on one side and the competi-
tive life on the other, and that to find peace, 
a person must step back from the contest. 
There is something to this. A striving mind is 
rarely a quiet one.

The calm we chase: what if it keeps receding further?

is chief economic advisor, 

Government of India A person may hold a demanding 
office and be at peace with it. 

Another may give up everything 
and stay restless. What matters 
is not the outward arrangement 

but one’s inner posture.

The conquest of disquiet can 
be a futile aim. The relevant 

question is whether one is aware 
of the disquiet, accepts it, and 

then chooses to move past 
and beyond it.
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Yielding trouble

Increasing bond yields across various countries are making both financial markets 

and policymakers anxious. The 10-year government-bond yields reached 3 per cent 

in Japan this week, the highest level since 1996. Bond prices and yields are inversely 

related. Borrowing costs in the United Kingdom have increased to a multidecade 

high. The 30-year bond yield is approaching 6 per cent. The United States (US), 

which is partially responsible for driving up yields everywhere, has also seen a large 

selloff in the debt market. Longer-end bond yields are also inching up in India, with 

the 10-year paper touching 7 per cent this week. Higher yields push up financing 

costs for both the government and the private sector. A sharp increase in market 

rates can significantly increase solvency risks for leveraged entities. 

There are various reasons for the selloff in the debt market. The most obvious 

is the Iran war. The recent flareup in tensions has again pushed up prices of crude 

oil, which will likely increase inflation rates across the world. Consequently, inves-

tors are demanding higher returns. It is not clear how long the war will last, which 

is making investors reluctant to commit long-term money. Further, rising govern-

ment debt too is making investors nervous. The US government debt stock, for 

instance, recently crossed the psychological level of $40 trillion. Some investors 

believe that finances of the US government are on an unsustainable path. The US 

debt stock, according to the International Monetary Fund’s projections, is expected 

to increase from about 124 per cent of gross domestic product in 2025 to 142 per cent 

in 2031. The US Treasury department recently proposed a higher buyback of long-

dated bonds, which did not go down well in a section of the market. The US Treasury 

department also recently joined the Japanese authorities to prop up the yen and 

prevent Japan from selling its holding of US government bonds, which would have 

further increased yields. 

Besides, a new chairman at the Federal Reserve and a sudden shift in the US 

central bank’s communication style are also making markets uneasy. Kevin Warsh, 

in his recent much-anticipated Jackson Hole speech reiterated the Fed’s commit-

ment to the 2 per cent inflation target. The inflation rate has been above target for 

over five years, and the Fed might need to raise interest rates, which would further 

push up yields. Sustained investment in artificial intelligence-related capacity is 

also driving up demand for funds and raising interest rates. Increasing investment 

in artificial intelligence, which is being partly funded by debt, can create new vul-

nerabilities if returns on investment remain below expectations for a longer period. 

In fact, rising yields themselves can lead to the kind of outcomes that financial mar-

kets may not be prepared to handle. For instance, there are reports of a possible 

unwinding of the yen carry trade because of higher yields in Japan. Since Japan had 

near-zero interest rates for a long time, investors borrowed in Japan to invest in 

other jurisdictions. The unwinding of such investments could affect asset prices, 

including government bonds. 

Higher global yields or borrowing costs are not good news for emerging-market 

economies such as India, which depend on foreign investment. Bigger Budget defi-

cits and higher investment demand in the developed world are likely to absorb a 

higher level of global savings and affect flows to developing countries. India’s 

experience over the past couple of years confirms this. Thus, it will need to become 

more competitive to attract foreign investment. Better than expected inflows under 

the Reserve Bank of India’s swap scheme will help India address immediate chal-

lenges on the balance of payments, but they are not a substitute for foreign direct 

and portfolio investment. 

False nine, true champion

Two great Argentinian footballers born almost 27 years apart define the transition 

in global footballing culture: Diego Maradona and Lionel “Leo” Messi, who recently 

announced his retirement from international football. The former, undoubtedly 

the Greatest of All Time (GOAT), was forced to end his international career at age 34, 

following a suspension during the 1994 World Cup for a positive drug test. Three 

years later, he retired from professional football, ending a career marked by bril-

liance, drugs, alcohol and ignominy. Now his compatriot Leo Messi, a GOAT no less, 

steps down at the ripe age of 39 after serving with distinction for 21 years. This is his 

second exit from La Albiceleste in a career that has been marred by only one con-

troversy — a tax-evasion case in 2016, for which he blamed his father. As winner of 

the highest number of prestigious Ballon d’Or awards (eight), the highest goal scorer 

in the history of Argentinian national football (125), winner of the most oicial foot-

ball trophies for his country (six, including a World Cup and an Olympic Gold), and 

many more firsts, Mr Messi exits in a blaze of glory, notwithstanding the loss to 

Spain in the 2026 World Cup final. 

By the uber-demanding standards of the modern game, Mr Messi represents 

the combination of rigid personal discipline, talent and wealth (he was brand 

ambassador for several Indian companies) that mark top footballers these days. In 

2016, heart-sore from three consecutive losses in major tournaments, he announced 

his retirement from international football. Those losses rankled: To Chile in the cen-

tenary edition of the Copa America in 2016, missing in the penalty shootout; a 0-1 

loss to Germany in the 2014 World Cup, when his late attempt soared over the bar 

in extra time; and again to Chile in the 2015 Copa America. But with the same 

Argentinian fans who excoriated him and demanded his return — and some per-

suasion from Maradona — Mr Messi revoked the decision in weeks. Vindication fol-

lowed: That memorable World Cup win against France in 2022 and Copa America 

trophies in 2021 and 2024. By then he had become the world’s most famous expo-

nent of the “false nine” position, honed by his mentor, the exceptional Pep Guard-

iola, in Barcelona. Yet, at the height of his achievements, Barcelona, bound for the 

first time by financial fair play rules, had to release its club record goal scorer and 

trophy winner. In the 2021-22 season, he joined the galaxy at Paris Saint-Germain, 

performing decently but less optimally by his own standards for two seasons. Now 

in Inter-Miami and close to his family home base in Rosario, he has eschewed hard 

yards on the pitch for the riches and comforts of retired superstardom. 

Inevitably, Mr Messi is compared with Cristiano Ronaldo (CR7 to his fans), the 

Portuguese who lit up Europe with his superb talent, now plies his trade in Saudi 

Arabia, and is still on the national roster. It is hard to say who is better; their stats 

track closely but their styles are different. But in “old age” the contrast in footballing 

nous was clear at the World Cup. Mr Ronaldo, splendidly fit but wanting for pace at 

age 41, hung around the 18-yard box, waiting in vain for passes; Mr Messi spent more 

than 60 per cent of match time walking before spotting opportunities to score or 

assist. One exited in the Round of 16; the other was a runner-up.

Messi exits the national team in a blaze of glory

Rising bond yields can create risks

Governance is typically expressed through its visible 
organisational architecture — boards and commit-
tees, policies and delegations, meetings and minutes. 
These are all necessary, but they are not, by them-
selves, suicient. 

The real test of governance lies in the quality of an 
institution’s decisions — in how well risks are under-
stood, how effectively assumptions are challenged, 
how clearly responsibilities are assigned, and whether 
there is suicient independent challenge to know 
when things are not working as intended.  

At its core, good governance is about sound judge-
ment, clear accountability, and ensuring that assump-
tions and decisions are questioned when risks or 
emerging evidence call for it. 

Business of risk and judgement: This distinction 
is particularly important in banking and 
non-banking financial companies, or 
NBFCs.  Financial intermediation is, by 
its very nature, a business of risk and 
judgement: Institutions mobilise 
resources, lend after assessing 
borrowers’ repayment capacity, manage 
liquidity, respond to movements in 
financial markets, and operate through 
increasingly complex technologies and 
business models. These risks do not 
exist in isolation; developments in one 
area can quickly influence others.  

Decisions, therefore, need to be taken 
with an understanding not only of indi-
vidual risks, but also of how they may 
interact. Regulation sets the prudential boundaries 
and safeguards, but commercial decisions are for 
banks and NBFCs themselves to make. This calls for 
sound judgement.  

Compliance is the floor: Compliance with 
regulation is essential, but good governance must 
go further. A decision may be permissible within 
the rules and yet warrant closer consideration 
from the standpoint of prudence, concentration, 
customer outcomes or the institution’s own  
risk appetite.  

Governance, therefore, requires institutions to ask 
not only, “Can we do this?” but also, “Should we do this, 
and are we equipped to manage the consequences?” 

Board oversight: How such judgement is exercised 
depends, in turn, on the quality of decision-making 
and oversight within the institution.  

The board and senior management have distinct 
but complementary responsibilities in this process. 
The board sets direction and risk appetite, while man-
agement translates these into business decisions.  

An effective board does not run the institution, but 
it must understand the business well enough to ques-
tion assumptions, probe emerging risks and seek 
timely escalation of concerns.  

Effective oversight, in turn, requires reliable 
information and independent assurance on whether 
risks are being managed well and controls are working 
as intended. 

Assurance: Assurance functions, namely, risk 
management, compliance, and internal 
audit, provide an independent 
perspective in different ways. Their roles 
are distinct, but their common purpose is 
to help the institution identify 
vulnerabilities, test assumptions and 
assess whether risks are being managed 
within the intended framework. Their 
value lies not merely in identifying 
deviations after the event, but in 
providing timely and credible challenge 
before concerns become problems. 

Effective assurance requires both 
independence and professional compet-
ence. Towards this, assurance functions 
need to be adequately staffed with 

skilled, experienced personnel, equipped to under-
stand an increasingly complex business and its risks. 
They must also have suicient stature within the 
organisation to communicate their views objectively, 
including where these differ from those of the busi-
ness. This, in turn, requires a board and senior man-
agement that value independent challenge and act on 
concerns where warranted. 

Independent challenge should not, however, be 
equated with obstruction. Assurance functions are not 
meant to eliminate risk or second-guess every com-
mercial decision. Their role is to ensure that key 
assumptions are tested, material risks are understood, 
and concerns are articulated in time. The objective is 
not risk avoidance, but informed risk-taking. 

Keeping pace with change: The nature of oversight 
and assurance must also evolve as financial 
intermediation evolves. New technologies, greater 
reliance on third parties, increasingly sophisticated 
models, and changing business practices are altering 
both the nature of risks and how they interact.  

Boards must remain suiciently informed to ask 
the right questions, while assurance functions need 
the skills, tools and methods to assess these emerging 
risks effectively.  

From hindsight to foresight: Effective oversight 
and assurance should also be forward-looking. They 
should not be confined to assessing whether controls 
have worked in the past but should help the 
institution anticipate how risks may evolve in the 
future as business strategies, market conditions and 
operating environments change. This requires 
looking ahead, questioning assumptions and 
considering where vulnerabilities may emerge before 
they become evident in reported outcomes. 

Equally important is the ability to connect the dots. 
Repeated exceptions, breaches of internal limits, 
recurring customer complaints or audit observations 
may each appear manageable in isolation but together 
may point to a deeper weakness. The value lies in rec-
ognising these patterns early and addressing their 
underlying root causes, rather than merely resolving 
individual observations. 

Responsibility rests within: External supervision 
provides an important layer of oversight, but it 
cannot substitute for governance and assurance 
within the institution.  

Supervisors can identify vulnerabilities, challenge 
practices and require corrective action, but the primary 
responsibility for understanding and managing risks 
must remain with the board and senior management. 
The most effective safeguards are the ones embedded 
in the institution’s own decision-making processes. 

This emphasis on substantive oversight is reflected 
in the RBI’s recent rationalisation of matters required 
to be placed before bank boards, aimed at enabling 
more focused and qualitative engagement on strategy 
and risk governance. 

Navigating risk: Aviation offers a useful analogy. 
Flying necessarily involves risk. Good flying is about 
understanding the aircraft, reading the conditions, 
maintaining appropriate margins and being prepared 
to change course when circumstances demand it. 

Governance and assurance serve a similar purpose 
in financial institutions. They enable better judge-
ment, provide timely challenge and help institutions 
recognise when assumptions no longer hold. In the 
end, strong governance is not about avoiding risk; it is 
about being better equipped to take the right risks, in 
the right way. 
vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv 
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In July 2026, a Carlyle-led consortium agreed to 
acquire a 60 per cent stake in Bengaluru-based Micro-
pack, whose clients include the Indian Space Research 
Organisation and the Defence Research and Develop-
ment Organisation, among others. In 2025, General 
Catalyst led a $100 million investment in drone and 
autonomous-systems startup Raphe mPhibr. In May 
2026, Skyroot raised $60 million from GIC, Sherpalo 
Ventures, BlackRock and others, making it India’s first 
space-tech unicorn. The significance of these and 
other similar investments goes beyond a mere vote of 
confidence in India’s market. It is validation that 
Indian strategic-sector companies are developing 
capabilities of global calibre. 

For two decades, India’s defence and 
space sectors were dominated by public 
enterprises. The launch of Innovations 
for Defence Excellence (iDEX), an initi-
ative for defence innovation, in 2018 
transformed the ecosystem, bringing 
startups and micro, small and medium 
enterprises into globally competitive 
critical technologies ranging from 
autonomy and electronic warfare to 
unmanned aircraft system, sensors and 
space. Raphe mPhibr and Skyroot are 
among iDEX’s notable winners. As these 
companies scale, they need more capi-
tal, a gap that foreign venture and 
growth capital has largely filled. 

This transition raises an important question: Does 
India have a regulatory framework that can harness 
foreign capital without compromising control over 
technologies critical to national security? 

India has progressively liberalised foreign direct 
investment (FDI) across sectors. In defence, foreign 
equity up to 74 per cent is permitted through the auto-
matic route; in space, the limit is 74 per cent for satel-
lites, satellite data and ground/user segments and 49 
per cent for launch vehicles and spaceports. Govern-
ment screening is triggered only when foreign equity 
crosses these thresholds. While this framework has 
helped attract foreign capital and technology, it is not 
designed to protect strategically sensitive techno-
logies developed in India.  

Several features create this vulnerability. First, 
many dual-use technologies like cyber, quantum sens-
ing, artificial intelligence, advanced semiconductors, 
autonomous navigation and advanced materials do not 
fit neatly within sectoral definitions such as defence or 
space. Even within defence, licensing exemptions for 
parts, components and accessories can place some stra-
tegic technologies outside FDI screening controls. 
Second, government screening is triggered only above 
the applicable thresholds, leaving minority invest-
ments outside scrutiny. Yet a 15-20 per cent investment 
can provide a foreign investor a board or observer seat, 
airmative rights and extensive information access, 
potentially years before a capability reaches the armed 

forces. Finally, a domestically sponsored 
fund with substantial foreign Limited 
Partner (LP) capital can invest without trig-
gering FDI thresholds, since the Foreign 
Exchange Management Act focuses on 
control by the sponsor or manager rather 
than the source of passive LP capital. For-
eign LPs may nevertheless obtain informa-
tion or governance rights through the 
fund’s partnership arrangements. As 
Indian startups move deeper into frontier 
technologies, such exposure becomes 
increasingly consequential: Early access to 
R&D trajectories can itself have significant 
strategic value. 

Major defence-innovation ecosystems share a 
common principle: National-security exposure can 
arise from minority investments when they confer 
access, information or influence, and not just owner-
ship or control. The United States made this explicit 
through the 2018 reforms to the Foreign Investment 
Risk Review Modernization Act, which expanded the 
jurisdiction of the Committee on Foreign Investment 
in the United States  to cover certain non-controlling 
investments in sensitive businesses where foreign 
investors obtain board or observer rights or access to 
material, non-public technical information. 

Europe is moving in the same direction. The Euro-
pean Union’s new FDI Screening Regulation, adopted in 
June 2026, requires member states to establish screen-
ing mechanisms for foreign investments on the grounds 

of security and public order. The underlying principle is 
similar: Strategic capabilities must remain subject to 
European control, even when ownership changes. 

Should India create a national-security screening 
mechanism for foreign investment in strategic-technol-
ogy companies? The answer is not obvious. India is still 
building its strategic technology innovation ecosystem. 
Many startups are developing technologies whose stra-
tegic significance cannot be known when they raise 
capital. Screening every investment would impose a 
regulatory burden precisely when these companies 
need capital and collaboration. A framework designed 
to protect India’s strategic autonomy could inadvert-
ently slow the very innovation that is creating it. 

Israel offers a potentially useful model — not for 
replication, but for adaptation to India’s circum-
stances. Despite having one of the world’s most soph-
isticated defence-technology ecosystems, Israel has 
historically sought to balance foreign capital and tech-
nological collaboration with protection of capabilities 
considered strategically sensitive. Its approach relies 
less on attempting to classify every technology at the 
moment an investment is made and more on identify-
ing specific areas, technologies and transactions that 
warrant heightened scrutiny, while allowing the 
broader innovation ecosystem to remain relatively 
open to global capital.  

India could consider an adaptive screening frame-
work that focuses on a narrowly defined set of strategic 
technologies and capabilities, with the ability to bring 
new areas within its scope as their national-security 
significance becomes clearer. Screening could be trig-
gered not simply by the size of a foreign investment, 
but by the rights attached to it: Such as board represen-
tation, access to sensitive technical information, or 
influence over strategic decisions.   

India must avoid the false choice between national 
security and innovation. The right framework should 
be light enough to preserve the dynamism of its star-
tup ecosystem, but sharp enough to ensure that 
indigenously developed strategic technologies do not 
slip beyond India’s control. 
vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv 
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London-based journalist Samanth Sub-
ramanian’s new collection of wide-rang-
ing essays brings together 15 years of his 
award-winning reportage. Spanning 
politics, conflict, science, technology, 
sport, language and culture, the essays 
draw on deeply researched stories from 
across continents. Capturing the com-
plexities and interconnectedness of the 
modern world, the book uncovers the 
hidden systems, overlooked narratives 
and unseen connections that shape our 
interconnected lives. 

From stories about Indian cricket, the 
Sri Lankan civil war, Nigerian Jews, Sin-
gapore’s land reclamation, a radical 
Indonesian artists’ collective, India’s 
quizzing culture, corruption, privilege, 
disappearing languages, scientific dis-
covery to the invisible network of under-
sea cables that powers the internet, the 
essays in the book are randomly 
arranged, and not in any chronological 
order; further, they are diverse in scope 
and subject, and not united by any par-
ticular theme. 

In 1967, a 19-minute black-and-white 
documentary called I Am 20 explored 
how young Indians felt about their 20-
year-old country. It had filmmaker S N S 
Sastry interrogating a host of 20-year olds 
about their fledgling nation. Interest-
ingly, the outcome comprised thoughts 
and worries that we continue to hold to 
date, though captured on film several 
decades ago. “Complaints emerge about 

the bribes needed to get into a university, 
about the swelling population, or the lack 
of machinery to plough a farm,” elab-
orates Mr Subramanian. 

The second essay, penned in 2011, 
puts the spotlight on Lalit Modi, and the 
glamour that he brought to the  Indian 
Premier League (IPL), with its celebrity 
owners and after-parties. The IPL was, of 
course, an unusual success — “built 
from nothing, grown to a valuation of 
$4.13 billion within three years, stun-
ningly profitable, and already a perma-
nent part of the Indian psyche”. He goes 
on to explain that the story of the IPL’s 
“mad architect” was positively bizarre — 
given his “string of business failures, a 
personality with all the tenderness of a 
battering ram, and a host of foes”. Ironi-
cally, when he was on top of the world, 
he lost it all just as quickly. “It’s more 
unusual still for sports fans and the 
media to speculate about how much a 

tournament will miss an administrator,” 
Mr Subramanian reflects.    

Later in the book, Mr Subramanian 
writes that the oldest functioning club in 
India is the Bengal Club, established in 
1827, only three years after the Athenaeum 
in London. The second-oldest is the 
Madras Club, founded in 1832, he adds. 
The Indian subcontinent is filled with 
many such clubs — “relics of the Raj, insti-
tutions that were set up as bolt-holes for 
the British, where they could retreat to 
row or swim or play cricket or race horses,” 
he writes. Talking about how the real 
estate market today defies the boundaries 
of logic almost everywhere in the country, 
Mr Subramanian believes that in India, 
“the powerful can feel confident of knead-
ing the system to their benefit without 
overly worrying about public opinion”. 

In one of the essays, Mr Subramaniam 
examines various Indian languages, 
explaining that in 2011, around 19,000 
“mother tongues” were registered in the 
country. “In the world’s most populous 
country, no one knows how many lan-
guages are living, or how many have 

died,” he writes. According to 
him, roughly 150 million indi-
vidual marketing texts — a 
majority of which are spam — 
are sent daily to mobile phone 
users in India. “To buy a data-
base of 100,000 numbers and 
send each one an SMS can cost 
just ~4,000.” While analysing 
the Indian middle-class aspir-
ation of owning a home, his 
essay goes on to explore the 
booming property market in 
Gurugram and Noida. 

In another essay, Mr Sub-
ramaniam discusses his life-
long obsession with quizzing 
— starting with inter-school 
quizzes, Quiz Bowl tourna-
ments at his American univer-
sity, the circuit of “open 
quizzes” back in India, quiz 
leagues and World Quizzing 
Championships across the world. It was 
the single constant that he clung to as he 
bounced between schools, universities, 
jobs, and cities. “It was a reminder of 

how my quizzing has not only 
defined my life but has, in 
turn, been defined by it,” 
writes the author, advising 
that the best preparation for 
quizzing can be life itself. 

The book ends with the 
title essay, the longest piece in 
the book, which focuses on 
the importance of the deep-
sea cables that physically con-
nect our wireless digital world. 
Mr Subramanian writes that 
humans have laid 870,000 
miles of such fibre optic cables 
under the ocean. The fascinat-
ing essay, about the ubiqui-
tousness of the world wide 
web, explores who controls 
the undersea cables that bring 
us the internet. “The future of 
the internet, in part, will entail 
the weaponisation of its sub-

marine cable systems,” he concludes.   
vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv 
The reviewer is a New Delhi-based  
freelance writer
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The Special Intensive Revision of electoral rolls is 
beginning to reveal a pattern that deserves 
considerably closer scrutiny than the routine language 
of “cleaning up” voter lists permits. Across India’s 

major cities, extraordinarily large numbers of names have 
disappeared from draft or revised rolls. Bengaluru, Chennai, 
Hyderabad, Gurugram, Surat, Ahmedabad, Lucknow and now 
Delhi tell a broadly similar story: urban India is emerging as the 
principal site of mass electoral deletion. 

There is, of course, nothing inherently suspicious about a 
revision removing names of the dead, those who have 
permanently moved away or voters registered in more than one 
constituency. Electoral rolls cannot be allowed to become 
archival documents preserving every name that ever appeared 
on them. In fast-growing cities especially, migration produces 
an unusually fluid electorate. Tenants change addresses, 
workers move between cities and states, and families relocate 
with increasing frequency. But that explanation, while valid, 
cannot end the discussion. Delhi’s draft roll has excluded nearly 
a third of its previous electorate. Elsewhere, the reductions have 
been similarly startling. Numbers of this magnitude demand 
more than a generic assurance that metropolitan populations 
are mobile. The Election Commission must be able to 
demonstrate, with sufficient transparency, precisely why voters 
have disappeared and what safeguards exist to ensure that an 
eligible citizen is not lost in the administrative process. 

The more consequential concern arises from the 
methodology of verification itself. Linking present-day voters to 
electoral records from two decades ago may be administratively 
convenient, but citizenship cannot reasonably be made 
contingent upon a person’s ability to reconstruct his or her 
bureaucratic ancestry. India is a far more mobile society today 
than it was in 2002 or 2003. Millions have migrated, married, 
changed names, moved across states or entered the electorate 
after those reference rolls were prepared. An electoral system 
must distinguish between verification and presumption of 
exclusion. The former protects the integrity of elections; the 
latter can undermine their legitimacy. 

 That distinction becomes particularly important in cities. 
Urban residents are often the least rooted in a single locality. 
The migrant labourer living in rented accommodation, the 
young professional who changes jobs and addresses, and the 
student whose family resides elsewhere may all find 
documentation more complicated than a long-settled rural 
household. Yet mobility is not a constitutional infirmity.  

 A citizen does not become electorally suspect merely 
because economic life requires movement. The claims and 
objections process will therefore be crucial, because safeguards 
mean little if excluded voters cannot easily discover and correct 
their omission. The SIR will ultimately be judged not by how 
many names it deletes, but by whether it succeeds in removing 
ineligible entries without erecting new barriers before 
legitimate voters. Electoral integrity has two equally essential 
components: preventing bogus votes and protecting genuine 
voters. A democracy should be capable of doing both. If it 
cannot, the danger is that an exercise intended to purify the 
electoral roll may instead diminish the electorate itself.

Seventy-nine years after Independence, 
much has changed. Affluence has 
entered the lives of crores of Indians. 
Dazzling airports, shiny railway 

stations, state-of-art expressways, and 
multi-storeyed condominiums dot cities. 
However, hidden imperfections often manifest 
themselves at inopportune moments. 

For example, the AI Summit organised in 
Delhi in February 2026, was to “mark a 
defining global inflection point ~ transitioning 
from dialogue to demonstrable impact,” but 
in the presence of the who-is-who of the IT 
industry, total mismanagement, long queues, 
complaints of theft, and an attempt to pass 
off a Chinese robodog as an Indian invention 
caused acute embarrassment to the entire 
country. Sadly, the Summit that could have 
showcased our technical prowess, concluded 
with IT Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw’s  
public apology. 

Similarly, all is not well with our “world 
class” roads; according to a statement in the 
Rajya Sabha by the Minister of Road Transport 
and Highways, there were nineteen cases of 
collapse, structural failures, and major 
deficiencies on National Highway projects 
in the current financial year. The 63-kilometre 
long Lucknow-Kanpur expressway was built 
at a cost of Rs.4,200 crore, but a part of the 
expressway collapsed within seventeen days 
of its inauguration. Similarly, a section of 
the Delhi-Dehradun Expressway, built at a 
cost of Rs 12,000 crore, and inaugurated by 
the PM, in April 2026, collapsed by June. 
After the monsoon, numerous potholes 
appear on city roads ~ inspiring delightful 
ditties, and witty memes. 

Bridges fare little better; a bridge collapsed 
in Dehradun within days of its inauguration. 
In the last month or two, recently built 
bridges have collapsed in Himachal Pradesh, 
UP and Bihar, while British-era, and even 
Mughal-era bridges, hold on strong. Last 
year, the Gambhira Bridge, over the Mahi 
River in Gujarat, crashed causing twenty-one 
deaths, which followed the Morbi bridge 
collapse that had killed 141 people. 

These were not isolated instances; two 
years ago, in Bihar, twelve bridges collapsed 
within a fortnight. Some time ago, two weird 
bridges, one in Bhopal and one in Andhra 
Pradesh, with ninety-degree turns, and an 

under-construction Z-shaped bridge in 
Indore, had puzzled newspaper readers.  

Then, there was the strange case of a 
bridge built in Bihar in the middle of a field, 
with no road on either side; and in  
Mumbai, a six feet gap separated two flyovers 
that were supposed to be linked. To be sure, 
no one accepts responsibility for such 
mis- conceived, expensive, and  
dangerous projects.    

However, not the Road and Buildings 
Department, and not even the Government 
is the only agency short-changing the public. 
Patrons, who regularly paid thousands 
of rupees for the privilege of dining at 
starred hotels, were in for a surprise, 
when Food and Drug Administration 
officials in Mumbai and Bengaluru, found 
hundreds of kilograms of rotten meat 
and chicken with visible fungus, mouldy 
vegetables, counterfeit paneer etc. in the 
kitchens of many top hotels.  

Similarly, tipplers were shocked to 
learn that the expensive rum and whisky 
being consumed by them after levy of 
extortionate State and Central taxes, was 
only flavoured spirit. 

 Various violations were also found at 
canteens, notably Bombay High Court 
canteens, and IIT Bombay which was 
found running two campus canteens, 
with no food licence at all. Prominent dairies, 
bakeries, mid-day meal suppliers, quick-commerce 
establishments ~ all were found to be violating 
food safety rules. In a particularly appalling 
video, an establishment in NOIDA could be 
seen manufacturing soya chaap, by making 
shirtless workers roll on dough sheets on a 
dirty floor.  

All over India, numerous ‘dairies’ have 
been detected, which ‘make’ milk from 
detergent powder, and ghee from animal 
fat. However, there is considerable resistance 
to the enforcement of food safety norms.  

The recent drive against adulterated and 
unsafe food in Mumbai, launched by a 
zealous Food and Drug Administration 
Commissioner (FDA), resulted in a slew of 
cases in the Bombay High Court. Such is 
the ingrained attitude of laissez faire that a 
bench headed by the Acting Chief Justice, 
while quashing an order of the FDA suspending 
the licence of a four-star hotel, after insects 
were found in its kitchen, observed: “We are 
in India. We have to take a realistic stand” ~ 
as if Indians deserved unhygienic food, even 
after paying through their noses. 

 Running either House of Parliament costs 
tax payers Rs 2.5 lakh per minute, yet for 
the most part, neither House functions for 
more than a few hours, on any given day. 
Progressively, Parliament is sitting for fewer 
and fewer days, with more and more time 
being wasted by disruptions.  

Between 1952 and 1972 the Lok Sabha sat 
on an average for 120 days in a year, which 
came down to 63 in the Fifteenth Lok Sabha 
(2009-2014), and 66 in the Sixteenth Lok 
Sabha (2014 to 2019).  

The Seventeenth Lok Sabha sat for 274 
days i.e., an average of 55 
days per year ~ the lowest in 
Parliamentary history, for a 
Lok Sabha that completed 
its term. Also, 206 MPs (of 
both Houses) were suspended 
during the tenure of the 
Seventeenth Lok Sabha, of 
which 146 were suspended 
for serious misconduct during 
the Winter Session of 2023. 
The Eighteenth Lok Sabha 
has been similarly marred 
by disruptions and walk-outs; 
productivity of the Lok Sabha 
was only 19 per cent in the 
current Parliamentary session. 
The Constitution mandates 

that the Lok Sabha select both a Speaker 
and Deputy Speaker, at the earliest.  

However, the 18th Lok Sabha is yet to 
elect a Deputy Speaker, and the 17th Lok 
Sabha completed its full five-year term 
without choosing one. 

 Compared to legislative bodies in other 
parts of the world, our legislators are an 
underworked lot; the British Parliament sits 
for an average of 150 days, while the US 
Congress clocks more than 100 days each 
year. Also, the attendance of Parliamentarians, 
during crucial discussions, is not always up 
to the mark. 

Lack of discussion in Parliament has 
ensured that many Bills, some with controversial 
provisions, have sailed through without 
being fully debated; the Opposition felt that 
it had done its duty by walk-outs and  
protests. But public-spirited citizens have 
felt short changed; neither House finds time 
to discuss pressing concerns of the common 
man e.g., roaring inflation, rising inequality, 
galloping unemployment, the Chinese 
 threat, and women’s safety. Also, on account 
of extreme partisanship, Parliament has 

ceased to function as a check on the Executive. 
The recent agitation against the UG-NEET 

paper leak was the youths’ reaction at being 
badly short-changed by the education system. 
After studying for thousands of hours, 
attending expensive coaching classes, 
travelling to far-flung test centres, and 
undergoing Gestapo-standard searches, 
students found that the examination they 
had just written, was cancelled, because the 
question paper had been leaked. Further 
fuelling the youths’ discontent was their 
frustration with the highly deficient Indian 
education system, which produces qualifications, 
rather than working adults. 

Urban citizens often feel disappointed, 
that even after paying all kinds of taxes ~ 
Direct, Indirect and Municipal ~ they find 
that their metropolis is flooded after an 
hour of rain, and often their drinking water 
supply, too, has been disrupted.  

Imagine the exasperation of the villager 
who cannot purchase urea from the fertiliser 
shop, and finds that the Government is 
unwilling to purchase his produce at the 
Minimum Support Price, or the anger of  
the poor lady who finds that her son’s 
Government school has been closed, for 
reasons of economy ~ while a glittering 
airport, costing thousands of crores of rupees, 
is coming up nearby. 

The only remedy is to have a mechanism 
to enforce accountability at all levels, which 
is easier said than done, because in most 
situations, the people who can enforce 
accountability are themselves at fault. Looking 
at the situation from another angle, in India 
the Executive has cornered all power, so it 
has a vested interest in ensuring that no 
one has the authority to question it. 

Presently, oversight agencies are not 
working, according to their remit; Lok Pal, 
the super ombudsman, seldom exercises 
its great powers, the Judiciary is speaking 
in divergent voices, and Parliament is too 
deeply divided, and embroiled in its own 
affairs. It is not surprising that having no 
viable avenues for fixing accountability, we 
are seeing numerous Gen Z and even Gen 
Alpha protests all over the country. 

As Bene Brown, the American academic 
had said: “When we fail to set boundaries 
and hold people accountable, we feel used 
and mistreated. This is why we sometimes 
attack who they are, which is far more 
hurtful than addressing a behaviour or a 
choice” (The Gifts of Imperfection).

In response to the evident need for a 
more just and equitable global 
governance system, President Xi 
Jinping put forward the Global 

Governance Initiative at last year’s “Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization Plus” Meeting 
in Tianjin. The theme of this year's SCO 
Summit in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan  ~  “Together 
Toward Sustainable Peace, Development 
and Prosperity” ~ and its agenda highlight 
that the organization can help put the 
GGI into practice. Xi is attending the SCO 
Summit 2026 and paying state visits to 
Kyrgyzstan and Egypt from Sunday to 
Thursday. The SCO’s thriving development 
over the past 25 years demonstrates the 
appeal of a new type of international 
relations based on multilateralism and 
cooperation rather than unilateralism and 
bloc confrontation. The steady development 
of China’s relations with Kyrgyzstan and 
Egypt over the decades shows how genuine  
partnerships can translate into tangible 

benefits for people. 
The symbolic value of the Bishkek 

summit lies in underscoring the model of 
global governance the SCO represents. 
Sovereign equality, the rule of law, 
multilateralism, people- centered development 
and concrete actions are not 
abstract principles. They can 
be tested and demonstrated 
through security cooperation, 
connectivity, trade, technological 
innovation, cultural exchanges 
and improved livelihoods, as 
shown in the development of 
relations between China and 
Kyrgyzstan. Over the 34 years since the 
establishment of diplomatic ties, their 
relationship has withstood the test of a 
changing international landscape, maintained 
sound and stable development throughout, 
and reached the high level of a comprehensive 
strategic partnership for a new era. 

As Xi said upon his arrival in Bishkek 

on Sunday, China-Kyrgyzstan cooperation 
has ushered in a “golden period” of rapid 
development. The development of the 
bilateral relationship, which is defined by 
good-neighborliness, friendship and shared 
prosperity, is measured not simply in 

trade volumes or infrastructure projects, 
but in better connectivity, greater 
opportunity and closer human ties. 
Two-way visits exceeded 400,000 
last year, and 30 pairs of sister provinces 
and cities enjoy close ties, cementing 
the foundation for lasting friendship. 

As founding members of the SCO 
and members of the Global South, 

the two countries share an interest in 
upholding international fairness and 
justice, opposing unilateralism and bloc 
confrontation, and promoting an equal 
and orderly multipolar world and a 
universally beneficial and inclusive economic 
globalization. Kyrgyzstan’s election as a 
nonpermanent member of the UN Security 

Council provides another opportunity for 
the two countries to strengthen coordination 
within the UN and promote a more just 
and equitable global governance system. 

 

America has always had an uneasy relationship with
immigration. It wants the energy, skills and ambition 
that newcomers bring, while fearing that too many 
newcomers will change the country too quickly. 

President Donald Trump has turned that tension into the 
centrepiece of his presidency. The danger is that an effort to 
restore control could evolve into something far more 
consequential: making America less attractive to the people it 
needs most. There is a legitimate distinction between 
controlling and opposing immigration. A sovereign state has 
every right to secure its borders, prevent unlawful entry and 
remove people who have no right to remain. The disorder 
associated with America’s southern border in recent years 
created genuine political grievances. Joe Biden's late efforts to 
reduce irregular crossings demonstrated that policy can change 
behaviour rapidly. But enforcement becomes a different 
proposition when the target is not the border, but millions of 
people embedded in American society. Many have jobs, 
businesses, children and homes. Removing them is not simply 
an administrative exercise. It disrupts workplaces, families and 
local economies while consuming enormous public resources. 

The economic argument for indiscriminate deportation is 
also weaker than it appears. An undocumented worker does 
not exist outside the American economy. He rents a home, buys 
groceries, uses transport and pays taxes. The employer who 
loses that worker may not find an American immediately 
willing or qualified to replace him. Labour markets do not 
operate like chairs in a game of musical chairs, where removing 
one automatically creates a seat for another. The greater 
strategic risk, however, lies in legal immigration. 

America’s extraordinary capacity to attract ambitious 
outsiders has been one of its greatest advantages. Immigrants 
have founded companies, populated universities, advanced 
scientific research and supplied skills that domestic education 
systems could not produce. Silicon Valley is perhaps the most 
visible expression of this phenomenon, but the pattern extends 
through medicine, manufacturing, finance and academia. 

If foreign students believe that an American degree no longer 
offers a credible path to opportunity; if highly skilled workers 
face prohibitive costs and unpredictable rules; or if prospective 
entrepreneurs conclude that other countries are more 
welcoming, they have alternatives. Canada, Britain, Australia 
and European countries are perfectly capable of competing for 
talent. This matters because America’s demographic problem is 
becoming harder to ignore. An ageing population and declining 
fertility mean that immigration will increasingly influence the 
size of the workforce. Reducing illegal immigration may 
strengthen the state. Reducing America’s capacity to attract 
productive legal immigrants could weaken it. 

The sensible policy is therefore neither open borders nor 
fortress America. It is selective openness: secure the border, 
enforce the law, accelerate asylum decisions, remove serious 
offenders and create a predictable legal system that actively 
competes for talent. The paradox is simple. America can 
become better at deciding who gets in without becoming worse 
at persuading the right people to come. If it forgets that 
distinction, enforcement could ultimately become an 
instrument of decline rather than renewal.

Missing  Voters 

Immigration  Trap 

The only remedy is to have a 
mechanism to enforce 
accountability at all levels, 
which is easier said than done, 
because in most situations, the 
people who can enforce 
accountability are themselves 
at fault. Looking at the situation 
from another angle, in India the 
Executive has cornered all 
power, so it has a vested interest 
in ensuring that no one has the 
authority to question it 
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CHATTERJI DEVI — Passed away on 
September 4, 2001. Remembered with 
love and gratitude by sons Bhaskar, 
Vidyarthy and daughter Reeta.

IN MEMORIAM

ANNUAL General Meeting of Calcutta 
Y.M.C.A. will be held today at 12-30 p.m. 
at the Y.M.C.A. Chowringhee Branch, 25, 
Jawaharlal Nehru Road, Kolkata-700087. 
Mr. John Mazumdar, President of the 
Association will be in the Chair.

PERSONAL

Contradiction 
Sir, The Baaz Battalion ~ a drone operations 

unit ~ raised last month under 11 Corps of 
the Indian Army, reflects sound military 
doctrine. Yet its equipment list exposes a 
contradiction at the heart of the ‘Atmanirbhar 
Bharat’ policy.  

The formation’s high-end platforms ~ 
the American MQ-9B SkyGuardian and 
Israeli Heron and Hermes drones ~  are 
foreign-designed. Indigenously developed 
tactical UAVs from companies such as 
IdeaForge occupy the lower tiers.  

This hierarchy is not accidental. It reflects 
India's actual position in global defence 
markets: the world's second-largest arms 
importer for 2021–25, with an 8.2 per cent 
share. Critical technologies like propulsion, 
sensors, and satellite datalinks still remain 

foreign-sourced. Reportedly, of the 31 MQ-9Bs 
ordered, 21 will be “assembled in India” 
from 2029 onwards. The act of assembling 
blurs the target of indigenous production. 
DRDO receives under 4 per cent of the 
defence budget.  

Private-sector participation in defence 
production stands at just 23 per cent. Until 
policymakers establish a clear distinction 
between domestic assembly and genuine 
indigenous development, and reward only 
the latter through procurement, the self-reliance 
drive will measure volume, not capability. 
Strong India-US defence cooperation is a 
strategic asset.  

The question is whether the Atmanirbhar 
Bharat policy is intellectually honest about 
that partnership or simply masks it with 
the language of self-reliance. Clearer 
procurement categories and transparent 

orders for indigenous systems would 
strengthen defence industrial policy far 
more than symbolic battalion-raisings. The 
Baaz Battalion is a start but it needs 
indigenous architecture to thrive. 

Yours, etc., Brishni Chattopadhyay, 
Kolkata, 27 August. 

 

Promising 
Sir, Apropos two reports on your business 

page today that India’s real GDP growth is 
projected at 7-7.2 per cent in FY27 on strong 
domestic demand and India is emerging as 
a key exporter of petrol to Russia, the 
country’s financial march looks promising.  

Despite risks arising from geopolitical 
tensions, elevated crude oil prices and a 
weaker global trade environment, the rapid 
growth shown in the Index of India's 

Industrial Production in sectors like electrical 
equipment, automobiles, textiles and food 
products suggests continued expansion of 
economic activity where public investment 
remains an important foundation. This is 
encouraging.  

While Russia remains India’s largest 
supplier of crude oil following the breakout 
of Iran war and closure of the Strait of 
Hormuz, India emerges as key exporter of 
petrol to Russia. Thus the India-Russia 
energy trade goes into two-way mode. 
Ukrainian drone attacks crippled Russia’s 
oil refineries and forced Moscow to raise its 
imports. Indian refiners emerged as important 
exporters to Russia along with Turkey and 
Morocco. India is also expanding its position 
as the world’s third largest refiner.  

Yours, etc., Sukhendu Bhattacharjee, 
Sheroraphuli, 31 August.



PEACE OPPORTUNITY 

MR. COOK’S 
OPTIMISTIC VIEW 

As the result of the conference with the 
Government, Mr. A. J. Cook has made the 
following hopeful statement: “We have 
arrived at a stage when it is possible to 
secure a negotiated settlement provided 
the Government and ourselves are prepared 
to grasp the opportunity. I strongly favour 
advancing definite proposals, and I hope 
the Miners’ Committee will advance such 
proposals, thus enabling the Government 
to bring the two sides together. The statement 
is characterised by friendliness to the 
Government, Mr. Cook declaring: — “There 
are some Ministers who want the struggle 
ended in an honourable way without leaving 
a legacy of bitterness and unrest.”—Reuter. 

 
 

CEMENTING LINKS  
OF EMPIRE 

INDIA AT 
CANADIAN 
EXHIBITION 

Sir T. Vijayaraghavachariar, the representative 
of India, opened the Canadian National 
Exhibition to-day. There were many thousands 
of spectators including a parade of 7,000 
war veterans in uniform. In a stirring speech 
he stressed the spirit of loyalty within the 
Empire, the solidarity of which would be 
developed under a policy of allowing the 
Dominions autonomous development, 
according to individual needs and desires. 
He urged closer trade relations between 
Canada and India, and referred to the 
necessity of cementing the links of Empire 
throughout the overseas dominions. “The 
majority of my people believe that the true 
destiny of their country lies in co-operation 
with the British Empire.” Referring to his 
impressions of Canada, the Dewan Bahadur 
remarked on Canada’s great industrial 
advance through hydro-electric power, and 
said he had arranged for a Canadian engineer 
to go to India with him for the purpose of 
developing water-power. In conclusion he 
referred to the common sacrifices and 
heroism of the Dominions in the Great War 
and declared “India would do it again.” He 
was given a great ovation. A feature of the 
opening formalities was the presentation 
to the Lieutenant-Governor of Quebec of a 
topcoat made in a neighbouring city during 
the morning from wool clipped at daybreak. 
The wool was woven into cloth, and the 
coat was finished and brought to Toronto 
by aeroplane within ten hours. —Reuter.

PRAVIN KAUSHAL 
 

On any given night in Delhi, 
Bengaluru or Kochi, a few 
million people are watching 
a Korean serial with the 

subtitles on. More than five crore 
Indians now follow Korean content, 
a number growing at around 35 per 
cent a year, and one recent Korean 
season was watched by close to two 
crore people in this country alone, a 
figure no other international show 
has matched here. Korean clothes, 
Korean music, Korean ideas about 
work and love and family have made 
the journey from Seoul to our bedrooms 
with remarkably little friction. 

One number did not make the 
journey. South Korea's total fertility 
rate, the average number of children 
a woman has in her lifetime, is now 
below 0.8, the lowest recorded anywhere. 
In Seoul, where much of the country 
lives, it is closer to 0.63. Put plainly, 
ten women are producing fewer than 
eight children between them. Statistics 
Korea expects the population to fall 
from about 5.2 crore today to 3.6 crore 
by 2072. The society whose fantasies 
we have adopted is struggling to 
reproduce itself. 

The obvious question is whether 
India is walking the same road. The 
answer, from our own statistics, is 
that we have already stepped onto it. 
The Sample Registration System 
report for 2024, released this May, 
puts India's TFR at 1.9, below the 
replacement level of 2.1, and further 
below the 2.15 that India actually 
requires, given how skewed our sex 
ratio at birth remains. Rural India 
stands at 2.1 and urban India at 1.5. 
Delhi is at 1.2, lower than Finland. 

Kerala is at 1.3. Bihar is at 2.9. We are 
not one country, demographically 
speaking, but the national average 
has crossed the line and there was 
no announcement. 

Two explanations are usually offered 
for this, and both contain something 
true. The first is that globalisation 
changed the shape of a life. In 1961, 
the average Indian woman married 
at about 16.8 years. By 2010 that had 
risen to 22.2. Analysis of three decades 
of survey data points to education, 
urbanisation and mass media as the 
drivers, with each additional year of 
a girl's schooling delaying marriage 
by roughly 0.36 years. Marriage and 
childbearing moved from being a 
schedule imposed on women to being 
a decision they make. 

The second is that women are 
choosing differently. Female labour 
force participation has risen from 
around 24.5 per cent in 2018 to 41.7 
per cent in 2024. Studies of delayed 
motherhood among urban, educated 
women find the reasons to be career 
and education, not biology. Women 
are finishing degrees, establishing 
themselves, and only then turning to 
the question of children. 

Both explanations flatter us, which 
may be why we stop there. The third 
one does not. Korean research found 
that mothers of small children who 
hold university degrees were spending 
about 230 minutes a day on childcare. 
Their husbands were spending 36. 
Korean women are among the most 
educated in the world, and in several 
fields, they outnumber men in higher 
education. They entered the workforce 
in large numbers. What they did not 
get was a corresponding exit from 
the household. The new work was 

added to the old work rather than 
substituting for it, and the arithmetic 
of a day that holds only 24 hours did 
the rest. 

Now look at India's Time Use Survey 
2024. Indian women spend between 
289 and 350 minutes a day on unpaid 
domestic work and caregiving, about 
five hours. Indian men spend roughly 
88 minutes. The more revealing figure 
is the change over time: between 2019 
and 2024, women's unpaid domestic 
load fell from 315 minutes to 305. 
Ten minutes, in five years, during 
which their participation in paid work 
rose steeply. 

The same survey shows Indian men 
putting in about eight hours a day of 
paid work and women about 5.7. It is 
tempting to read that gap as women 
choosing to work less. It cannot be 
read at all without the five hours of 
unpaid work sitting underneath it. 

This is what the sociologist Arlie 
Hochschild called the second shift: 
the day's real work beginning when 
the office day ends. It is also why the 
care economy, meaning the cooking, 
cleaning, raising of children and 
looking after the old, remains invisible 
in GDP despite holding up everything 
that is counted. The Economic Survey 
has itself acknowledged that this 
burden falls disproportionately on 
women and constrains their entry 
into paid work. Article 39 of the 
Constitution directs the State towards 
equal means of livelihood and equal 
pay for equal work, but the largest 
body of work done in this country 
happens outside the employment 
framework altogether. 

The consequences are no longer 
abstract. School enrolment in 2025 
fell to its lowest level in seven years, 

about 25 crore students, with roughly 
11 lakh fewer children in a single year, 
a decline that officials themselves 
attribute in part to falling births. A 
smaller cohort of children becomes 
a smaller workforce, a narrower tax 
base and a heavier pension load, 
arriving at the same moment as a 
larger elderly population. 

None of this is an argument against 
anyone's life. Fewer children can mean 
more invested in each one, and the 
freedom that produced this shift is 
worth defending. But if half the 
population is expected to hold a job 
while still carrying the household 
alone, the decision to marry later and 
have fewer children stops looking 
like liberation and starts looking like 
a rational response to an institutional 
failure. The remedies are unglamorous 
and well known: paternity leave 
normalised to the point where men 
actually take it, affordable creches 

and childcare at scale, working hours 
that bend for care, and statistical 
systems that count unpaid work 
instead of assuming it. 

India is not Korea. Our 1.9 is a long 
way from their 0.8, and that distance 
is time we still have. But the Korean 
pattern, in which education rose, 
employment rose, and the domestic 
burden did not move, is visible in our 
own government's data. The serials 
we watch are a mirror held up at an 
angle. Behind the modern lives on 
screen is a society discovering what 
happens when one half of an arrangement 
changes and the other half does not. 

The question worth asking is not 
why Indian women are postponing 
marriage and children. It is whether 
our homes and our workplaces changed 
when their lives did. 

 
The writer is an entrepreneur and columnist. He is a 
director at Verda.ai and MriKal, and tweets as 
@ipravinkaushal.
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ACROSS 
 
1    Outlaw experiencing 

life as a bird?  

(5,4) 

6    Silly craze recalled 

fairly heartlessly (5) 

9    Children behaving 

wildly in vehicle  

(7) 

10  Scoundrels 

accommodating 

remote depressive 

states (7) 

11  Plan that is a 

recurring idea, but 

not initially (6) 

12  Wolf, evasive, 

returning to back of 

butte (6) 

15  Cumbrian river 

valley last to take 

prime position  

(4) 

16  Offering 

temptation,  

friend embraces 

university  

lecturer bearing 

sign of being 

married  

(10) 

18  Staff harbouring a 

fugitive? That�s 

cuckoo! (10) 

20  A delightful thing 

recalled in story  

(4) 

22  Tense character in 

Macbeth making 

sudden movement 

(6) 

23  Measurements of 

length, the very 

thing adopted by 

Baden-Powell�s 

groups  

(6) 

27  Runs a decrepit 

hotel, home to 

vermin (7) 

28  French verse form, 

right-hand page 

with Auden�s 

translation  

(7) 

29  Offers to cage rook 

or rooks? (5) 

30  A bit of sense, 

holding back my 

number, concealing 

identity (9) 

 

DOWN 
 

1    Popular music, 

something often 

encountered at the 

seaside (4) 

2    Woman to briefly 

boil eggs, at the 

outset (7) 

3    Definitely not 

cancelling women�s 

public talk  

(5) 

4    British, in playing 

golf, say, mostly not 

going well (2,3,5) 

5    Avoid love (4) 

6    Day off upheld in 

European 

Parliament? That�s a 

bloomer  

(8) 

7    Hide bit of wood 

around new section 

of course? (7) 

8    Sure injecting drug 

into damaged artery 

is history  

(10) 

13  Perhaps film-star�s 

hot � bother 

getting upset about 

skill (5-5) 

14  Senior figure in boat 

group�s upset about 

failure in race  

(10) 

17  Endless complaint 

about one 

supporting account? 

I am surprised!  

(8) 

19  A first: corps 

replaced by 

Australian pilot  

(7) 

21  Old style trade 

ruined company 

(3,4) 

24  Notes brought in to 

purchase rabbit  

(5) 

25  Hindu festival? 

Some time later  

(4) 

26  Annoys German 

aboard vehicle (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10
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15 16
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M A R G R A V E S K U D O S
I O H A E R I U
T R U D E A U R E A C T O R
R G U G E A T R
E G H A M H A N G L O O S E

C A A A N
I N A P T N O D U L A T E D
N S I W E O W E
C A T E C H I S T C H O I R
E L O K B
N O P R O B L E M S K Y E R
T A P I U M F E
I N D I A N A S U I T O R S
V R R M I T U I
E R E C T S A C C H A R I N

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters  in the  words required.  (By arrangement with The Independent, London)

YesterdayÊs Solution

P E R S P E C T I V E
100 Years Ago

Front page of The Statesman  
dated 04 Sept. 1926

News Items

OCCASIONAL 
NOTE 

THE air-mail service to India has been 
talked of for so long that it comes almost as a 
shock to learn that the stage of discussion 
has passed and that within a few months an 
actual service will be in operation between 
Cairo and Karachi. This route will save five 
days so far as the mails to Karachi and the 
Punjab are concerned. Another day is to be 
saved as the result of a new aeroplane service 
between London and Marseilles. But Karachi 
is nearly twenty-four hours further by train 
from Calcutta than Bombay, so that the total 
saving for this side of India will be only five 
days. That, however, is very much worth the 
while. Whether the passenger service will be 
all that the promoters anticipate remains to 
be seen. From this side of India the railway 
journey to Karachi is a very wearisome business 
and Bombay people would rather, we think, 
step on board a man steamer at once than 
make the involved journey by train to the 
Sind port, even though they lost a day or two 
in consequence. Fares have to be considered, 
too. The fact that so many big liners carry 
passengers from Calcutta all the way by sea 
and that all the passengers from the mail 
boats do not get off at Marseilles but prefer to 
be landed at Tilbury is sufficient proof that 
speed is not the only consideration so far as 
travel between India and Europe is concerned.

GAUTAM BHATTACHARYA  
 

The functioning of post offices 
in  India  has  s i lent ly 
undergone s ignif icant 
transformations over the last 

couple of years. One notable change 
which is intriguing the public is the 
merger of the historic Registered Post 
service into Speed Post, alongside 
the  rol lout  of  two premium, 
time-definite offerings - "24 Speed 
Post" and "48 Speed Post" - across six 
major metropolitan cities, Delhi, 
Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata, Bengaluru, 
and Hyderabad. 

When India Post first introduced 
Speed Post on 1 August 1986, the 
service was confined to a restricted 
booking and delivery network operating 
on an assured D+2 (Day of Posting + 
2 days) standard. However, by the 
first decade of the 21st century, as 
post offices were integrated into a 
Wide Area Network (WAN), Speed 
Post booking and delivery became 
nearly universal. Around the same 
time, real-time tracking became the 
global industry norm, prompting 
India Post to introduce tracking 
features for Registered Post as well. 

This technological parity erased 
the qualitative differences between 
Registered Post and Speed Post, 
leading to their eventual consolidation. 
Today, while standard Speed Post is 
considered to be a universal service 
which can be availed anywhere in 
India, 24 Speed Post and 48 Speed 
Post operate as premium, guaranteed 
alternatives within a dedicated network. 
The concept of Registered Post - 
which guarantees addressee-specific 
delivery as opposed to standard, 
address-specific Speed Post - now 

survives exclusively as a value-added 
feature under the Speed Post framework. 

Old-timers may recall that a little 
more than three decades ago, India 
Post introduced the ‘Metro Channel’ 
- a mail delivery service that guaranteed 
next-day delivery for ordinary household 
mail between six major metropolitan 
cities. Postcards, inland letters, and 
envelopes dropped into the blue-coloured 
street letterboxes in the morning were 
delivered at their destinations the 
following morning, while those posted 
after the cut-off hours arrived the 
next afternoon. 

The newly launched ‘24 Speed Post’ 
appears to be a reincarnation of that 
classic Metro Channel. The primary 
difference is that users must now pay 
a premium - though it remains much 
cheaper compared to the major private 
couriers (for retail users) - in exchange 
for a secured, money-back guarantee 
if the post office fails to meet its 
deadline. For this premium service, 
deliveries are fulfilled even on Sundays 
and public holidays, protected by 
secure OTP verification. This enhanced 
security and holiday distribution have 
truly become the new threshold for 
industry standards nationwide. 

Enhanced security for self-booking, 
transit, and delivery has been made 
possible through a major digital 
transformation initiative launched by 
the Department of Posts in 2025, 
known as Advanced Postal Technology 
(India Post IT 2.0). Backed by an 
investment of Rs 5,785 crore, the system 
replaced legacy infrastructure with 
an indigenously developed, cloud-native 
architecture hosted on the government’s 
Megh Raj 2.0 Cloud platform. 

The new technology integrates 
dynamic QR code scanning to allow 

users to pay for postal services 
seamlessly via UPI. It enables retail 
and b ulk c ustomers  to  handle 
self-booking, select available time 
slots for pick-up, and complete digital 
payments. Customers can download 
and print generated shipping labels 
directly onto their packages, keeping 
them ready for pick-up by the designated 
Beat Postman. Automated SMS 
notifications are triggered at every 
milestone - from pick-up to sorting, 
dispatch, subsequent handling at 
sorting hubs and transit points, right 
up to final delivery. 

In spite of India Post’s strides to 
strengthen its technological infrastructure, 
there is hardly any indication of 
market share of Speed Post rising up. 
The organisation’s financial health 
over the years indicates no improvement. 
Private commercial giants like DHL 
Express, FedEx and UPS command 
the high-value time definite global 
express market. India Post is yet to 
make any dent in that segment. The 
post office network of Dak Ghar Niryat 
Kendras (Export Post Offices) primarily 
target MSMEs needing cost-effective, 
non-time-critical global parcel shipping.  

India Post recently introduced 
DIGIPIN, a 10-character alphanumeric 
digital postal index number. Based 
on latitude and longitude coordinates, 
DIGIPIN divides the country into a 
uniform 4x4-metre grid and identifies 
exact digital address for every physical 
location of the country. This infrastructure 
facilitates precise last-mile delivery 
within vast complexes like shipping 
ports, major railway stations, airports, 
and warehouse hubs. Consequently, 
it significantly streamlines operations 
for logistics service providers and 
e-commerce platforms. 

However, the long-term effectiveness 
of DIGIPIN hinges on India Post's 
capability to educate and drive user 
adoption. To date, no visible public 
awareness campaigns have been seen 
to promote this initiative, or otherwise 
DIGIPIN could be an effective tool in 
House-listing in the current Census 
operations. Can DIGIPIN be a source 
of earning for India Post? The answer 
is ‘No’. The geo-coded addressing 
system developed by a government 
department for public use can’t be 
monopolised under copyright law. 

Some countries earlier developed 
a digital addressing system similar 
to India’s DIGIPIN. However, India 
Post’s DIGIPIN is unique because it 
is an entirely public, open sourced 
and native geospatial network. Google 
Maps is not open sourced; though 
publicly accessible for anyone to use 
via web-browsers and mobile apps, 
it’s a proprietary item owned by 
Google. DIGIPIN lays the foundation 
for accurate parcel drops at designated 
spots laying the critical groundwork 
for autonomous drone deliveries in 
future. 

Regarding the financial health of 
India Post, a notable highlight is the 
recent turnaround of India Post 
Payments Bank (IPPB) - a fully owned 
public sector undertaking set up under 
the Department of Posts in 2018. IPPB 
has recorded a net profit of Rs 134 
crore. This may appear to be a paltry 
sum, but it is important that the bank 
has made the turnaround by leveraging 
the vast network of 1.65 lakh post 
offices to enable low-cost customer 
acquisition and high transaction 
volumes in rural areas. 

Recognized for leading the industry 
in doorstep, bio-authenticated rural 
withdrawals, the IPPB generated its 
primary revenue by routing central and 
state government subsidy disbursements 
direct to the account of the beneficiaries, 
which currently average Rs 45,000 crore 
annually. The synergy of IPPB and post 
office can go a long way in strengthening 
rural financial infrastructure of the 
nation, not directly measurable in terms 
of profitability. 

 
The writer is a former civil servant, and an 
independent commentator on socio-economic 
issues and public policies.

When the screen becomes a mirror

India Post could rejuvenate rural India



Every few months, schools seem to discover something
new that instructors must do: a fresh report, another
portal, photographs from an activity, updated data,
responses to messages and much more. Individually,
each request sounds perfectly reasonable. Collectively,
they are quietly changing the profession.

With Teacher’s Day approaching, educators are fre-
quently honoured as foundational mentors who
guide future generations. Nonetheless, a more crucial
question is how much of their daily time is genuine-
ly allocated to teaching. A regular school day is a never-
ending balancing act for teachers. A teacher walks
between classes while juggling a slew of obligations,
including tracking a troublesome pupil, remembering
an ill child, grading notebooks or assignments, com-

pleting reports and notifying parents. Even the regular
lunch break rarely provides relaxation. Instead, teach-
ers use this time to help children, monitor corridors
and playgrounds, manage playground conflicts and
organise future activities. By the time these immedi-
ate responsibilities are completed, the break is over
and the next bell rings. The unopened lunch box merely
demonstrates a common systemic issue: the belief that
a teacher’s time is endless. Technological improve-
ments have hastened this expectation.

Although parent communication and administrative
efficiency are critical, the convenience of digital mes-
saging has created an expectation of a fast response.
As a result, professional responsibilities extend well
beyond dismissal. Furthermore, the modern empha-
sis on compliance paperwork has reached a crucial
point where documenting educational achievements
actively undermines their delivery. It is teachers who
photograph activities, upload evidence, maintain
records and prepare reports. Yet some of the most
important work in a classroom is precisely what cannot
be photographed. Nobody documents the moment
when a teacher notices that a normally talkative child
has become unusually quiet.

There is no portal entry for the extra explanation that
prevents a ten-year-old from deciding, ‘I am bad at
maths.’ No photograph captures a teacher choosing
to correct a child privately because public embarrass-

ment might stay with the child longer than the
mistake. These are small decisions. They are also 
education.

This is why teacher wellbeing should not be treated
merely as a workplace benefit. A teacher’s attention
is part of a child’s learning environment. So are
patience, preparation and emotional energy. When
these are constantly fragmented, the cost does not
remain in the staffroom. It eventually reaches the class-
room. This is not an argument against accountabili-
ty. Teachers must be accountable. Parents deserve
communication. Schools require systems and records.

However, successful systems should allow teachers
to teach more effectively rather than making them
busier proving that they have taught.

Perhaps this Teacher’s Day, we should avoid expect-
ing teachers to do more. Instead, school officials, pol-
icymakers and even parents might address a more dif-
ficult question: Which aspects of a teacher’s workload
truly benefit a child’s education, and which have just
become routines that we no longer question?

While presents, flowers and speeches on September
5 are well-deserved, the most effective way to thank
a teacher is to give them the time and mental peace
they need to focus on their children.
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emissions profiles. Hence, applying a uniform
emissions benchmark across such diverse
technologies would impose a disproportion-
ate compliance burden on facilities. Facility-spe-
cific targets instead recognise technological
diversity and firm-specific heterogeneities
while ensuring that every facility contributes
to the sector’s decarbonisation journey accord-
ing to its operational realities. By bringing 255
obligated entities under the CCTS, the govern-
ment is extending the compliance framework
across a substantial share of India’s steel
sector rather than limiting it to a pilot initiative.
Collectively, these facilities account for approx-
imately 149 million tonnes of equivalent
product output and 359 million tonnes of CO?-
equivalent baseline GHG emissions based on
FY 2023-24 data. According to the proposed
targets, the framework could deliver an estimat-
ed 20 million tonnes of CO?-equivalent emis-
sions reductions by FY 2026-27, representing
roughly a 5.6 per cent production-weighted
improvement in emission intensity. More
importantly, the notification marks the gradual
evolution of India’s industrial climate policy in
tune with the overarching goal of ‘Viksit
Bharat’ by 2047.

MRV becomes the key
The real innovation, however, lies not in the
numbers themselves but in the institutional
architecture governing the GEI. Effective carbon
markets are built on trust in reliable and cred-
ible emissions data. Facility-specific baselines,
transparent methodologies, and robust mea-
surement, reporting and verification (MRV)
systems form the foundation of any credible
emissions trading mechanism. Without them,
carbon credits risk becoming accounting exer-
cises rather than drivers of genuine emissions
reductions. Establishing consistent MRV systems
across hundreds of facilities with diverse tech-
nologies and operational practices will require
institutional capacity-building, integration of

digital reporting systems, development of
technical expertise, independent third-party ver-
ification, and strong regulatory oversight.

Beyond domestic policy, the notified GEI
targets carry important international implica-
tions. Export-oriented industries are facing
growing pressure from investors, multina-
tional buyers, and regulators to demonstrate
transparent carbon accounting and measurable
emissions reductions. Besides, mechanisms
such as the European Union’s CBAM indicate
that carbon intensity will increasingly shape
access to global markets. Improving emissions
performance is therefore becoming an econom-
ic necessity rather than merely an environmen-
tal responsibility. The facility-specific GEI
targets, while offering considerable flexibility
and reflecting the operational realities of sec-
toral emissions, could create distinctive impacts
for the MSME sector. Many small and medium-
sized facilities may face higher compliance costs
associated with emissions monitoring, report-
ing systems, process improvements, and tech-
nology upgrades. Without complementary
measures such as technical assistance, capac-
ity-building programmes, and targeted finan-
cial support, the transition risks widening the
competitiveness gap within the sector. Ensuring
that decarbonisation remains inclusive will
therefore be essential to the long-term success
of the framework.

The GEI targets should also be viewed as the
beginning rather than the culmination of
India’s carbon market journey. As industries
adapt to emissions reporting and intensity
targets, future compliance cycles are likely to
introduce more ambitious benchmarks,
broader sectoral coverage, and a more active
market for Carbon Credit Certificates. The
credibility established during this initial phase
will therefore determine the effectiveness of
future market expansion and India’s ability to
position carbon markets as a central pillar of
industrial climate policy.

Editor’s

This week, the United Nations delivered a verdict scientists
have long feared but stopped short of declaring outright: the
1.5°C ceiling set by the Paris Agreement will be breached
“within the next few years,” not decades. The UN
Environment Programme’s first “overshoot” report does not
ask how to avoid crossing that line - it assumes we already
have, and asks instead how briefly and how narrowly the
world can stand on the other side. Secretary-General António
Guterres called it what it is: humanity, he said, is “speeding
past the limit to avoid climate catastrophe.”

That the world can still return below 1.5°C by the end of
the century, as the report insists, is true. That doing so now
requires halving emissions by 2035 and hauling billions of
tonnes of carbon back out of the sky - after a decade of
broken promises since Paris - is the harder headline.

Nepal did not need a UN report to know this. As UNEP’s
scientists finalised their charts, rescuers in Rasuwa were still
pulling bodies from mud left by a glacier collapse that sent
flash floods down the Bhotekoshi-Trishuli river system on
August 26. Nepal’s death toll has crossed 1,100; nearly 4,500
people remain missing across Nepal and Tibet; a newly
forming lake threatens to repeat the flood that burst from the
first one. Reporting since suggests warning signs were visible
before the glacier gave way.

This is not an abstraction. This is overshoot with a body count.
India cannot watch from a distance. The Bhotekoshi feeds

into the Trishuli, the Narayani and the Gandak - the river
system that put Bihar and Uttar Pradesh on flood alert, and
that reportedly carried some of Nepal’s dead across the
border into India. But Delhi does not need its neighbour’s
tragedy to see its own risk. Germanwatch’s 2026 Climate Risk
Index places India ninth among nations hit hardest by
extreme weather over three decades - 80,000 dead, a billion
affected and $170 billion lost. Government data shows
extreme weather struck India on 99 per cent of days in 2025
alone. One independent study projects that eight in 10
Indians will face high exposure to extreme events by 2036 - a
decade away, not a century.

The way forward runs on two tracks, and India must walk
both. Globally, it means using whatever leverage remains - at
climate negotiations and beyond - to push for the emissions
cuts and finance that make a short, shallow overshoot
possible rather than a long, brutal one. Regionally, it means
what Nepal’s tragedy has made urgent: real-time glacial and
river monitoring shared across the Himalayas, joint early-
warning systems with Nepal and China, and hard investment
in floodplain and mountain infrastructure at home - before
the next warning is missed, not after.

The situation is grave, but not irretrievable. The UN’s own
report insists 1.5°C remains recoverable if action starts now.
But it is grave enough that India, sitting downstream of a
melting Himalaya and inside the world’s most climate-battered
belt, cannot afford to treat this as someone else’s emergency.

The United Nations’ stark warning comes as climate
disasters linked to the melting Himalayas are causing an

immediate human and regional security crisis

Overshoot: The
climate warning

US green card queue tightens
Indian professionals face fresh uncertainty in the US
green-card queue, with the State Department warning
that the employment-based EB-1 category could
become unavailable within weeks because of heavy
demand. In its September Visa Bulletin, the State
Department said demand from applicants chargeable
to India could exhaust the country’s EB-1 allocation
before the US fiscal year ends on September 30. For
September, the EB-1 India final action date is October
15, 2022. If the allocation is exhausted, the category
could become unavailable until additional visa
numbers become available under the applicable
annual limits. The situation is even tighter in EB-2, which
covers professionals with advanced degrees and
people of exceptional ability. EB-2 India remains
unavailable in September, after also being listed as
unavailable in August.

The EB-3 queue is also heavily backlogged. India’s EB-
3 final action date is January 1, 2014, leaving many appli-
cants waiting more than 12 years for their priority dates
to become current.

The latest warning highlights the intense pressure
on Indian applicants, driven by high demand and statu-
tory limits on employment-based immigrant visas.

G DAVID MILTON | MARUTHANCODE

Teachers deserve our highest respect
Every year, we celebrate Teachers’ Day on September
5 to honour the revered status of the guru in our lives.

This reminds me of a personal experience shared
by one of my relatives, who was a teacher and later
retired as a principal. He once said that he used to visit
the district collector to teach his son.

One day, when he reached the collector’s bungalow,
he noticed the collector walking around the lawn while
his son was sitting there. On seeing my relative, the
collector rushed to open the gate, took his bicycle and
placed it in its proper place.

Surprised by the gesture, my relative hesitantly
asked, “Sir, what are you doing?” The collector softly
replied, “Sir, I am a collector today because of the guid-
ance of teachers like you. I also never want my growing
son to believe that his father holds a higher position
in society than his teacher. He must always 
respect you.”

Such examples truly celebrate the contribution of
teachers to our lives and careers.

Former President S Radhakrishnan, whose birthday
falls on September 5, similarly believed that teachers
should be remembered for their contribution to
shaping our personalities, values and future.

SUNIL OKHADE | INDORE
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AS INDUSTRIES
ADAPT TO EMISSIONS

REPORTING AND
INTENSITY TARGETS,

FUTURE
COMPLIANCE CYCLES

ARE LIKELY TO
INTRODUCE MORE

AMBITIOUS
BENCHMARKS,

BROADER SECTORAL
COVERAGE, AND A

MORE ACTIVE
MARKET FOR

CARBON CREDIT
CERTIFICATES

Artistes perform during a procession on the eve of the ‘Janmashtami’ festival in
Mathura, Uttar Pradesh. PHOTO: PTI
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India’s new greenhouse gas emission intensity targets for the iron and steel sector mark a significant step towards industrial
decarbonisation. The facility-specific approach recognises technological diversity, while robust monitoring, 

financial support and stronger compliance will be crucial for success

India’s steel sector and decarbonisation
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SCO summit: India’s uncertain win
Apropos of the editorial, “SCO Summit: A Win for India
in Bishkek” (The Pioneer, September 3), the summit cannot
yet be described unequivocally as a win for India or other
participating nations. Its long-term consequences will
become clear only with time. The editorial’s concluding
observation that “what New Delhi does with it will decide
whether this was a turning point or one more ritual
repeated on schedule” rightly captures the uncertainty.
The larger questions before the international commu-
nity remain peaceful coexistence, human values and
improved living standards. Global groupings such as the
G20, G7, Quad, BRICS, NATO and the European Union often
appear more focused on national interests than on
addressing these concerns. Major powers, including
Russia, China and the United States, continue to pursue
competing strategic interests.

India, too, needs greater clarity, consistency and diplo-
matic foresight. Its distinguished role in the Non-Aligned
Movement under Jawaharlal Nehru remains a reminder
of the influence principled diplomacy can bring. The gov-
ernment must also address questions of accountability
over intelligence failures and terrorism. As John C. Maxwell
aptly observed, “A leader is one who knows the way, goes
the way and shows the way.

PK SHARMS | PUNJAB
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There are compelling reasons why the iron and
steel sector has become a critical experimental
ground for India’s compliance carbon market. The
steel sector constitutes a critical sector of impor-
tance to the economy and positions India as the
second-largest crude steel producer globally.
Importantly, the steel sector is under policy scruti-
ny due to its heavy dependence on coal-based
production routes and the energy-intensive
nature of ironmaking. High carbon intensity has
put the sector under stress in the emerging
context of global environmental trade measures
such as the Carbon Border Adjustment
Mechanism (CBAM). Given the strategic impor-
tance of India’s steel exports, decarbonisation of
the steel industry is no longer a policy choice but
an implementation necessity for its business via-
bility. The challenge, therefore, is not whether
India should produce more steel, but how it can
produce more steel with progressively 
lower emissions.

GEI targets for the iron and steel
industry under CCTS
In this context, the recent notification of the emis-
sion intensity targets for the iron and steel indus-
try under India’s Carbon Credit Trading Scheme
(CCTS) merits a deeper examination of its emis-
sions implications for such a critical sector.
Greenhouse gas emission intensity (GEI) targets,
built on the mechanism of emissions per tonne
of equivalent product, are very much in alignment
with the developmental aspirations of the
country. This strategic approach is designed con-
sidering the economic reality of India’s develop-
mental trajectory, where absolute emissions
reduction could jeopardise the much-needed
industrial expansion of the country. An intensi-
ty-based approach instead seeks to improve the
carbon efficiency of every additional tonne of steel
produced, allowing economic development and
climate action to advance simultaneously. The
framework, therefore, attempts to reconcile
two objectives that are often portrayed as com-
peting priorities: sustaining industrial growth
while steadily reducing the carbon footprint of
production.

The inherent design principles of GEI for the iron
and steel sector, based on the facility-specific emis-
sion intensity targets, appear to be fitting to the
sectoral context, characterised by a large degree
of heterogeneity in many operational aspects.
India’s steel industry is far from homogeneous
in its use of technology, fuel and other critical
aspects of functioning. Integrated blast furnace-
basic oxygen furnace plants, coal and gas-based
direct reduced iron (DRI) units, electric arc furnaces
(EAFs), induction furnaces, ferro-alloy producers,
and rolling mills differ substantially in their pro-
duction routes, energy sources, raw materials and

This Teacher’s Day, give teachers their time back

GOPAL K SARANGI, SUHANI
YADAV AND SHUBHI GOEL

Krishna - Teacher, Guide and the one most revered as God
in our tradition did not arrive into the world the way we might
expect greatness to begin. Consider the strangeness of the
story before we even reach the Gita's teachings. A child born
in a prison cell, in the dead of night, to parents who could
not keep him,  facing the possibility of death the moment
he was born. Carried across a flooding river in secrecy, raised
far from where he began, in a home that was never meant
to be his. For people like us, such a start would raise doubts,
not hope. We understand its greatness only later, when extra-
ordinary work begins with something even less than ordi-
nary circumstances. And yet, from that uncertain, displaced
start came the Teacher who gave Humanity one of its most
complete philosophies of living - The Bhagavad Gita, a life
manual still read and leaned on, thousands of years later,
on battlefields far removed from Kurukshetra.

Perhaps that is the real miracle of Janmashtami - greatness
arriving not through comfort, but through displacement and
uncertainty. If your own beginning felt uncertain or far from
where you imagined that is never a proof that greatness isn't
still possible. Sometimes, it's the very journey it takes.

Happy Krishna Janmashtami!
—DAIV

The Unlikely Journey 

of a Birth



Nobody told us
that Yoga would
one day become
so interested in
our six-pack.

S o m e w h e r e
along the way, a
practice that has
existed for thou-
sands of years
acquired a rather
modern job

description. Yoga must make us flexible, strong,
slim, toned, youthful and, preferably, photogenic.
The more complicated the posture, the more
impressive the photograph. If one can fold oneself
into an improbable shape while standing on a
mountain at sunrise, the internet is suitably
impressed.

There is nothing wrong with being strong or flex-
ible. There is certainly nothing wrong with looking
after the body. But perhaps we have become so
occupied with what the body can do that we have
forgotten to ask what the body is trying to tell us.

And that is where Yoga becomes interesting.
Because the body does not always ask for

another workout. Sometimes it asks us to stop.
Sometimes it asks us to breathe.

Sometimes it asks for movement after hours of
sitting still. Sometimes it asks for rest after weeks
of pushing too hard. Sometimes it tells us, quite
unmistakably, that something is not right, and we
respond by telling it to try harder.

We are remarkably demanding employers of our

own bodies. We tell our legs to walk farther, our
backs to sit straighter, our muscles to become
stronger, our weight to go down, our heart rate
to go up and our minds to remain productive
through all of it. We count steps, calories, repe-
titions, minutes and milestones.

But how often do we simply notice?
After years of teaching Yoga, I have watched

people arrive on a mat with very different
bodies and very different stories. One person may
be looking for strength. Another may be trying
to recover movement. Someone else may simply
be exhausted. There are those who arrive
because their doctor suggested movement, those
who arrive because life has become overwhelm-
ing, and those who arrive because somewhere
inside they know they have stopped listening to
themselves. The mat does something rather
extraordinary to all of them. It removes the audi-
ence. There is no competition with the person on
the next mat. There is no prize for reaching the floor
first. The body does not care how beautiful the
posture looks. It only knows whether it is comfort-
able, uncomfortable, tense, relaxed, balanced or
struggling. And gradually, the practice changes. The
question moves from, “Can I do this posture?” to,
“What is happening while I am doing it?”

That is a profound shift. Yoga does not neces-
sarily ask us to make the body obey the mind. It
invites a conversation between the two.

A posture becomes less about achievement and
more about awareness. A stretch becomes less
about how far we can go and more about
whether we can recognise the point at which

enough is enough. Balance becomes an experience
rather than an Instagram-worthy accomplishment.

And sometimes, wonderfully, we wobble. We
fall out of the posture.

We begin again.
Perhaps that is one of Yoga’s quietest lessons:

the body does not have to perform perfectly for
the practice to be valuable. The modern world,
however, has become very fond of performance.
We measure almost everything. Fitness has
numbers. Sleep has numbers. Exercise has
numbers. Progress has numbers. Even relaxation
seems to require a score.

Yoga offers a rather inconvenient alternative.
Awareness cannot always be measured. Neither

can peace. Nor can the quality of a breath that
arrives just when we need it.

This is why the real transformation of Yoga may
have very little to do with whether we can touch
our toes. Perhaps the person who learns to
breathe calmly before responding to an angry

email has practised more Yoga that day than the
person who has performed the most spectacu-
lar posture. Perhaps the person who recognis-
es fatigue and rests instead of pushing through
it has understood something essential.

Perhaps the person who notices that the shoul-
ders have been clenched all morning and con-
sciously releases them has already begun to
change a habit that the body had been carrying
silently. The body is constantly communicating.
Tightness, ease, fatigue, energy, discomfort,
steadiness and restlessness are all forms of infor-
mation. We do not have to obey every sensation.

Nor should every discomfort be interpreted dra-
matically. But we can learn to listen before we react.

That may be one of Yoga’s greatest gifts. It
teaches us to replace command with conversation,
and conversation requires attention.

This is also why Yoga can be so different from
the pursuit of a six-pack. The six-pack is visible.
Awareness is not. Muscle can be photographed.
A calmer nervous system cannot. Flexibility can be
demonstrated. The ability to remain composed
when life becomes difficult is much harder to
display. Yet perhaps those invisible changes are
the ones that stay with us longest.

A Yoga practice may begin with the body, but
it need not end there.

We stretch the body and discover patience.
We hold a posture and discover resistance.
We lose balance and discover humility.
We breathe and discover that we have been

holding our breath through more of life than we
realised. We become still and discover how noisy

the mind has been. None of these lessons requires
a perfect body. In fact, perhaps Yoga becomes most
meaningful when we stop asking whether our
body looks like someone else’s and begin asking
whether we are inhabiting our own body with
greater awareness. There will always be another
posture to master, another degree of flexibility to
achieve and another fitness goal to pursue. There
is nothing inherently wrong with any of them.

But perhaps they are not the destination.
Perhaps the real practice is learning to recog-

nise what our body needs and having the wisdom
to respond. Because the body is not a machine that
exists merely to carry us through an endless list
of tasks.

It is our oldest companion.
It has been with us through every celebration,

every disappointment, every hurried morning,
every sleepless night, every journey and every quiet
moment we barely noticed.

Maybe it has been speaking all along.
Yoga simply teaches us to listen.
And perhaps the next time we step onto the mat,

instead of asking, “How much more can I make
my body do?” we could ask a gentler question:

“What is my body asking me for today?”
The answer may not be another exercise.
It may be a breath. A stretch. A pause. A little

patience. Or simply the permission to be exactly
where we are. And perhaps that is where Yoga
begins, not when the body performs, but when we
finally listen.

The seizure of 5.60 lakh Yaba tablets weighing nearly 60
kg and valued at more than ̀ 168 crore in Assam’s Cachar
district is not merely another narcotics seizure. It is a
warning about the rapidly evolving drug trafficking
landscape in the Northeast. Assam Rifles, in coordination
with the Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI), Silchar,
recovered the consignment from the Jujhang Pahar area
of Lakhipur during a joint operation on Wednesday (August
26). A suspected drug peddler was arrested, and a truck
allegedly used for transporting the contraband was seized.
According to officials, the consignment is suspected to have
originated in neighbouring Manipur and was being

transported towards Assam through the Imphal-Jiribam National Highway. Preliminary
assessment suggests that Cachar and Sribhumi were being used as transit corridors for
moving narcotics towards mainland India.

Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma recently highlighted the changing nature
of the trafficking routes. Speaking to the press in New Delhi on Wednesday (August 26),
he said drug traffickers were constantly looking for new corridors to move contraband.

“For a long time, drugs were coming through Moreh. Now a new corridor has emerged
from Myanmar through Changlang to Tinsukia,” Sarma said. He also pointed to the earlier
use of the Mizoram-Myanmar and Manipur-Myanmar routes, while noting that the
Arunachal Pradesh-Myanmar border had not previously emerged as a major route for
narcotics. This changing pattern should concern policymakers. A successful operation
can disrupt a particular route, but it does not necessarily dismantle the network behind
it. The Northeast, therefore, needs to be viewed not as a collection of separate state-
level drug markets and routes, but as a single interconnected trafficking ecosystem.

The latest seizure comes amid a series of significant narcotics recoveries in Assam
in recent weeks. Earlier this month, Guwahati Police seized 1.4 lakh Yaba tablets and
10 packets of heroin, collectively valued at around `39.4 crore, from a truck near the
city’s Inter-State Bus Terminal. Two persons were arrested. Cachar has also witnessed
repeated seizures. On August 21, police recovered around 70,000 suspected Yaba tablets
weighing about 7.6 kg from a rented premises in South Krishnapur and arrested two
brothers. The Narcotics Control Bureau has also
recently reviewed the seizure of 80,000 Yaba
tablets in Sribhumi, along with other major drug
cases in Assam. Taken together, these seizures
indicate both the scale of the challenge and the
growing importance of Assam as a transit state.
The response now needs to go beyond individ-
ual seizures and arrests. Assam, Manipur, Mizoram,
Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh, Tripura and other
northeastern states must work within a common
anti-narcotics framework, with the Centre and central enforcement agencies provid-
ing institutional and technological support. Information about a suspected consignment
intercepted in one state should immediately reach police and enforcement agencies
in neighbouring states. Similarly, details of known traffickers, vehicles, financiers, safe
houses and distribution networks should be shared through a secure, real-time intel-
ligence mechanism. A permanent Northeast anti-narcotics coordination mechanism
could bring together state police forces, the Narcotics Control Bureau, DRI, Assam Rifles,
the Army, border-guarding forces and other relevant agencies. Such a mechanism should
maintain an integrated intelligence grid, identify emerging routes, track repeat
offenders and coordinate operations that cross state boundaries.

The emphasis also needs to shift from simply recovering drugs to dismantling the
financial infrastructure that sustains trafficking. Every major consignment involves money:
financing, procurement, transportation, payments to couriers, local distribution and the
laundering of proceeds.

Significantly, Guwahati itself hosted the two-day BRICS Heads of Anti-Drug Agencies
Meeting on July 6-7, 2026, bringing the international dimension of the narcotics chal-
lenge directly to the Northeast. The summit concluded with the adoption of the Guwahati
Declaration, committing member nations to deeper operational cooperation and joint
action against organised transnational drug crime. The declaration underscored the impor-
tance of timely intelligence sharing, stronger operational cooperation, technology-driven
enforcement and coordinated efforts against emerging threats, including synthetic drugs
and new psychoactive substances. The significance of the meeting goes beyond its diplo-
matic symbolism. Drug trafficking is inherently transnational. A consignment can orig-
inate in one country, cross several borders, pass through multiple states and eventu-
ally reach consumers thousands of kilometres away. No single police force or country
can effectively tackle such networks alone.

The Guwahati Declaration should therefore translate into practical mechanisms for
information exchange, joint investigations, capacity-building and coordinated action
against trafficking syndicates. For the Northeast, this international cooperation is par-
ticularly important because of the region’s proximity to Myanmar and the wider Golden
Triangle, one of the world’s major areas associated with illicit drug production and traf-
ficking. At the same time, enforcement alone cannot win the war against drugs. Every
seizure prevents a quantity of narcotics from reaching the market, but the demand that
sustains trafficking must also be addressed. Governments need to strengthen aware-
ness programmes, particularly among young people, while ensuring accessible treat-
ment, rehabilitation and reintegration services for those affected by substance depen-
dence. Schools, colleges, families, civil society organisations and local communities must
become partners in prevention. Communities located along vulnerable border and transit
areas can also play an important role in identifying suspicious activity and supporting
law enforcement. The objective should be to create an environment in which traffick-
ers find it increasingly difficult to operate while vulnerable individuals have access to
support before addiction becomes entrenched.

The Northeast’s strategic location has made it vulnerable to international trafficking
networks. But the same geography can also make it India’s first line of defence against
the narcotics trade.

The ̀ 168-crore Yaba seizure in Cachar should therefore be treated as a call for a larger,
coordinated response. The repeated movement of large consignments through the region
shows that the challenge is systemic and cannot be addressed by isolated operations.
The Centre and the northeastern states need a unified action plan combining intelli-
gence sharing, coordinated enforcement, financial investigations, border surveillance,
technology and prevention. The message from the BRICS
meeting in Guwahati is equally relevant at the regional
level: criminal networks do not respect borders, and neither
should the cooperation of those fighting them.
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tion of global supply chains. Ultimately, sustainability is no longer
a separate environmental agenda — it is becoming a core export
strategy. Global commerce has evolved from asking, ‘Can you
make it cheaply and reliably?’ to ‘Can you make it responsibly,
transparently and sustainably?’ The MSME that learns to
answer that question early could gain a significant first-mover
advantage — access to premium markets, global supply chains
and longer-term relationships with major buyers. Waiting until
compliance becomes mandatory, expensive and urgent is rarely
a good business strategy.

Making sustainability affordable
There is, however, a genuine concern. If sustainability becomes
synonymous with complex reporting, expensive consultants
and layers of compliance, it could create a new competitive
barrier — one that large corporations can cross much more easily
than smaller enterprises.

Indian MSMEs need ESG intelligence
A small enterprise should not have to produce a 200-page sus-
tainability report. It should be able to answer simple questions:
How much energy am I consuming? How much water? How
much material am I wasting? Where are my biggest inefficien-
cies? What do my customers expect? Which improvements will
save me money? The objective should be simple, affordable and
actionable tools that help MSMEs make better business deci-
sions rather than generate more paperwork.

Technology can increasingly make this possible. Digital energy-
management systems, emissions calculators, supply-chain plat-
forms and resource-efficiency tools can bring capabilities once
available only to large companies within the reach of smaller
enterprises. But technology alone will not be enough. India needs
an ecosystem involving government, industry associations, finan-
cial institutions, technology providers and large corporations.

Government can establish common standards, simplified
measurement frameworks and sector-specific templates.
Financial institutions must provide affordable green finance to
help smaller companies invest in energy-efficient equipment,
while large companies must help build greener supply chains
through technical expertise, common standards, transition
periods, and access to finance and technology. Sustainability
should not become another barrier to entry. It should become
a ladder helping Indian MSMEs climb into higher-value domes-
tic and global supply chains.

The race to 2030 starts now
For an MSME wondering where to begin, the starting point need
not be complicated. First, measure energy, water and materi-
al waste, as it is impossible to manage what cannot be mea-
sured. Second, identify key inefficiencies where environmen-
tal performance and economics overlap. Third, set measurable
targets for energy reduction, waste minimisation and renew-
able adoption. Fourth, engage with buyers to understand upcom-
ing sustainability expectations. Finally, invest in data-driven
digital tools and AI to optimise operations.

India’s journey towards Viksit Bharat requires rapid econom-
ic growth, but also growth that is more efficient, resilient and
globally competitive. Given the scale of the MSME sector, the
sustainability of India’s growth will depend significantly on the
sustainability of its small businesses. The green transition is one
of the great industrial opportunities of the next decade. The
Indian MSMEs that lead in 2030 may not be those that simply
produce more cheaply. They are likely to be those that
produce better, cleaner, smarter and more sustainably.

That is the real competitive advantage the green transition
can create. The question for Indian MSMEs, therefore, is not
whether they can afford sustainability. The real question is
whether, in the markets of tomorrow, they can afford to be
without it.

The green advantage: Why sustainability

could decide the future of India’s MSMEs

The writer is the President of the
Chintan Research Foundation

The NE’s drug menace

needs a coordinated war

Given the scale and contribution of the MSME sector, the sustainability of India’s growth will depend, in no small
measure, on the sustainability of its small businesses. The green transition is undoubtedly a challenge, but it is

also one of the great industrial opportunities of the next decade

What if your body isn’t asking you to exercise?

For fifteen years, a small
engineering company in
Pune had done every-
thing right. It supplied
precision components
to a European buyer on
time, met exacting
quality standards, and
remained competitive
on price. The relationship
was strong, and the next
purchase order seemed
routine.

Then, just before confirming the order, the European
buyer sent a new set of questions. What was the carbon
footprint of the product? How much renewable energy
did the company use? Could it trace its raw materials?
How was its waste managed? The company had no 
ready answers.

There was nothing wrong with its product, quality, price
point or delivery record. Yet, for the first time, none of these
seemed sufficient. The company had not suddenly
become less efficient, but the rules of competition had
simply changed. Versions of this story are likely to become
increasingly common. For millions of Indian MSMEs, sus-
tainability is moving from the margins of business strat-
egy towards its centre. Increasingly, in global supply chains,
the evolving question is whether they can produce respon-
sibly, transparently and sustainably. This is not merely an
environmental issue. India’s MSME sector is simply too
important to be left behind. MSMEs account for over 30
per cent of India’s GDP, around 35 per cent of manufac-
turing and close to half of the country’s exports. The green
transition of Indian MSMEs is therefore not a niche sus-
tainability agenda. It is a question about the competitive-
ness of a substantial part of the Indian economy.

From obligation to business strategy
The biggest mistake would be to present sustainability
to an MSME as yet another cost of doing business. If
approached purely as compliance, it will inevitably look
like a burden. A small enterprise operating on narrow
margins may have to collect new data, change process-
es, or invest in equipment. It is therefore understandable
that entrepreneurs ask: where is the return?

A more important question is: what is the cost of not
becoming more sustainable? For an MSME, sustainabili-
ty can mean very practical things: using less electricity,
reducing material waste, using water more efficiently,
improving logistics, reducing packaging and adopting
cleaner technologies. These are not merely environmen-
tal improvements; they are improvements in productiv-
ity. Every kilowatt of energy saved reduces operating costs.
Every kilogram of material wasted represents money spent
without generating revenue. The green transition is there-
fore also an efficiency transition.

This is where the conversation needs to change.
Sustainability should not be sold to Indian MSMEs primar-
ily as an act of environmental virtue, but as a strategy for
becoming a better business. When companies eliminate
waste, improve resource productivity and redesign pro-
duction processes, they reduce emissions while lower-
ing costs and strengthening competitiveness. The choice
is not between growth and sustainability. It is between
old models of growth and a more efficient model of growth
suited to future markets.

The new passport to global markets
For decades, Indian exporters competed on a familiar
formula: price, quality and delivery. But a fourth dimen-
sion is becoming increasingly important: sustainability
and traceability. Global buyers increasingly demand trans-
parency regarding raw materials, energy sources, carbon
footprints and labour standards. For Indian MSMEs, this
represents both a risk and an extraordinary opportuni-
ty. Enterprises failing to meet evolving sustainability stan-
dards risk exclusion from high-value supply chains as
buyers tighten requirements. This may not happen
overnight. But as buyers tighten their standards, suppli-
ers unable to demonstrate credible sustainability perfor-
mance could lose business to those that can.

That matters enormously for India, whose development
strategy increasingly depends on manufacturing and
exports. But there is also a significant opportunity.
Indian MSMEs are already highly competitive in engineer-
ing, textiles, pharmaceuticals, food processing, electron-
ics and a range of other sectors. If these enterprises can
become more resource-efficient, transparent and sustain-
able, they can position themselves for the next genera-
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I
N the autumn of 1947, a
quiet Indian civil servant
went choosing ideas for a
Constitution. BN Rau,
constitutional adviser to

the Constituent Assembly,
sailed to America. In Washing-
ton, he called on Justice Felix
Frankfurter, who told him to
keep “due process of law” out
of the Indian Constitution. Rau
carried the warning home. Arti-
cle 21 speaks instead of proce-
dure established by law. 

We remember the advice. We
have forgotten what the man
himself was. Frankfurter
taught at Harvard from 1914 to
1939, and had never been a
judge of anything when US
President Franklin D Roo-
sevelt sent him to the highest
court in America. The man
India’s constitutional adviser
consulted about a Supreme
Court was a law professor.

Two years later, the Con-
stituent Assembly wrote him
into our text without knowing it.
On May 24, 1949, HV Kamath
moved an amendment to draft
Article 103, to give the President
a third door. Ambedkar accepted
it, but he was unsure whether
“distinguished” or “eminent”
was the better word, and he left
the choice to the Drafting Com-
mittee. The Committee kept
“distinguished”. That clause is
now Article 124(3)(c). A citizen
who is, in the President’s opin-
ion, a distinguished jurist may
be appointed to the Supreme
Court. However, nobody has
ever been so appointed.

Justice Ujjal Bhuyan of the
Supreme Court said so recently
at the convocation of National
Law University, Delhi. He called
it one of our Constitution’s
unused mandates. Either the
Collegium finds our academia

too shallow, he said, or nobody
has tried. He dismissed as shal-
low the objection that scholars
lack practical experience.

We filled the Court from two
pools instead: High Court judges
by seniority, and advocates from
the Bar. That second route
opened later. SM Sikri, Advocate
General of Punjab, came direct-
ly from the Bar in February 1964.
Subimal Chandra Roy followed
in 1971, then Kuldip Singh, San-
tosh Hegde, Rohinton Nariman,
UU Lalit, L Nageswara Rao,
Indu Malhotra, PS Narasimha
and KV Viswanathan. Justice V
Mohana, sworn in this June, is
the eleventh. Eleven in seventy-
six years. Everyone else climbed
the High Court ladder.

The ladder has always had
loose rungs for the right person.
TL Venkatarama Aiyar sat on
the Madras High Court for
under three years. He retired on
his sixtieth birthday in 1953 and
joined the Supreme Court six
weeks later, as an advocate of
long standing and not a judge of
five years. VR Krishna Iyer left
the Kerala High Court after
three years for the Law Com-
mission, and reached the
Supreme Court from there in
1973. Both entered through

clause (b), as appointments of a
mind rather than of a queue.
When the appointing power
wanted a particular intelli-
gence, it found a door. It has
never wanted a professor.

It came close once. In the Jus-
tice PN Bhagwati years (Chief
Justice of India in 1985-86), an
American university addressed
Prof Upendra Baxi as “Judge
Baxi” in a seminar invitation.
Justice Bhagwati had told them
that Baxi would be on the Court
within four months. Baxi’s ver-

dict, decades later, was drier —
Presidents had looked for a jurist
through a telescope and found
none, so jurists must not exist.

Four things keep the clause
asleep. There is no nursery: Arti-
cle 217 has no jurist clause, so
nobody can be tried out on a
High Court first. There is no
mechanism: the Memorandum
of Procedure knows only how to
find judges and advocates.
There is the arithmetic: a jurist
appointed young sits long and
disturbs the succession to the
office of Chief Justice. And there
is our own rulebook. We forbid
our academics the courtroom,
then disqualify them for never
having been in one.

Age narrows the field cruelly.
Judges retire at sixty-five, and
the Court in practice takes
nobody under fifty-five. Let’s
discuss a few names only for
illustration, and I apologise to
the many I have left out. The
argument is for the search and
not for these names alone. Upen-
dra Baxi is eighty-seven. G
Mohan Gopal and Amita Dhan-
da are also past the line. We sim-
ply lost them. At the other end
stand scholars still too young.
Sudhir Krishnaswamy, who
wrote the standard study of the

Basic Structure Doctrine, is fifty-
one. Aparna Chandra, Anup
Surendranath and Tarunabh
Khaitan, who work on the Court,
the death penalty and discrimi-
nation law, are still younger.
Their turn may come later, if at
all, in the next decade.

One name sits inside the win-
dow between. Faizan Mustafa is
nearly sixty. He has taught con-
stitutional law for three decades
and has built two national law
universities. He would sit on the
Court for around five years.
That is the answer to the objec-
tion nobody states aloud. A
jurist appointed at sixty-two can
never enter the line for Chief
Justice. A Collegium wishing to
test the clause cheaply could
begin here. In the late 1980s, the
first woman judge of the
Supreme Court, Justice Fathi-
ma Beevi, was similarly
appointed for a term of less than
three years. 

The case for activating the dis-
tinguished jurist clause is not
that scholars judge better. They
may or may not. They judge dif-
ferently. Frankfurter the profes-
sor became the great preacher
of restraint. William O Douglas
came from Yale and became the
least restrained judge of his
century. Lord Burrows moved
from the Oxford chair of Eng-
lish law to the UK’s Supreme
Court in 2020, after twenty years
of part-time judging. 

England built a bridge but India
built a wall. Some academics were
fine judges while some were not.
A directly appointed lawyer gave
us Kesavananda Bharati (1973),
and judges with seniority gave us
ADM Jabalpur (1976). A court
recruited from one pool thinks in
one groove. It is slower to ask
where a rule came from and
whether it still deserves to stand.

Ambedkar’s only worry was
the adjective. Seventy-six years
on, it has done no work at all.
One appointment would not
transform the Court. It would
tell our law schools that scholar-
ship leads somewhere. And it
would remind the Court that
when Rau wanted to know how
to build a Supreme Court, he
went to see a professor.

The case for jurists as judges

A court recruited from
one pool thinks in one
groove. It is slower to

ask where a rule came
from and whether it

still deserves to stand.
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Constitutional mandate for appointments should not remain unused 
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Quick commerce 
It’s imperative to sustain the momentum

I
NDIA’s e-commerce economy is entering a decisive
phase. According to research consultancy Infisum’s
report ‘Smart Growth in a Fast Market’, the sector
is projected to nearly treble from $125 billion in 2024
to $345 billion by 2030. This scale of expansion is

impressive, but its sustainability will matter as much as
its pace. Quick commerce is emerging as a key engine of
growth. Its networks have reached over 475 cities, indicat-
ing that rapid delivery is no longer confined to the metros.
The shift is also demographic and geographic. GenZ
accounts for nearly one-third of online shoppers and is
expected to become the largest digital spending cohort by
the end of this decade. The next wave of e-commerce will
depend increasingly on smaller cities, local preferences,
vernacular content and affordable logistics.

Competition is intensifying. Blinkit leads the mar-
ket, followed by Zepto and Swiggy Instamart. Newer
entrants and established retailers are expanding their
dark-store footprint, making efficiency and profitabili-
ty increasingly important. Technology could further
reshape the sector. Artificial intelligence (AI) and
machine learning are expected to significantly improve
retail productivity, while AI shopping assistants, con-
versational commerce and virtual try-ons could alter
how consumers discover products.

However, growth cannot be measured only in terms
of orders, stores or delivery times. Regulatory require-
ments and profitability pressures remain serious con-
cerns. The rapid expansion of the gig economy also rais-
es questions about worker protection and social
security. India should welcome the e-commerce oppor-
tunity, but not pursue growth at any cost. The real test
of this boom will be whether businesses can combine
technological innovation and consumer convenience
with sustainable economics, responsible employment
practices and broader access. A flourishing market’s
foundations should be as strong as its ambitions.

Ayushman arrears
Haryana govt must clear hospital dues

A
health insurance scheme meant to protect
the poor cannot be sustained by making hos-
pitals wait months for their money. The
Haryana government must recognise this
fundamental contradiction in the continuing

dispute over Ayushman Bharat payments. Private hos-
pitals affiliated with the scheme have protested against
what the Indian Medical Association says are dues of
around Rs 1,200 crore pending with nearly 650 hospitals
for more than six months. The one-day suspension of
Ayushman services on September 1 was described as
symbolic, but the warning of an indefinite stoppage
from September 16 should not be dismissed.

The government maintains that Ayushman services
remained largely unaffected, with thousands of claims
being processed during the protest. That may be reas-
suring in the immediate term, but it does not address
the underlying problem. Haryana has expanded health-
care coverage through Ayushman Bharat and its CHI-
RAYU scheme, making private hospitals an important
part of the delivery network. But this partnership can-
not work if reimbursements are unpredictable. A large
hospital may have the financial muscle to carry receiv-
ables for months; smaller hospitals cannot. Their with-
drawal from the scheme would disproportionately hurt
patients in smaller towns who have fewer alternatives.

The government is justified in scrutinising claims, par-
ticularly where documentation is incomplete or fraudulent
billing is suspected. But it must separate legitimate claims
from disputed ones. It should clear undisputed dues imme-
diately, provide written reasons for deductions or rejections
and create a time-bound mechanism for appeals. Most
importantly, the state must end the cycle of protest, assur-
ance and renewed arrears. A cashless scheme cannot run
indefinitely on credit from those who provide the care. The
ultimate measure of Ayushman Bharat is whether a poor
patient can walk into an empanelled hospital without mon-
ey and receive treatment with dignity.

on this day...100 years ago

Christians and communal representation 
THE Indian Christians as a community have always opposed
communal representation as such, whether in the legislatures or
in the services. In their address of welcome to the Viceroy they
have maintained that attitude, and they definitely state that they
have set their face against any practice which would still further
divide the voters along communal interests. As to the extension
of this pernicious system to the public services, they observe: “We
regret that the extension of the principle of communal represen-
tation to the public services has also been accepted. We would
urge upon Your Excellency that merit should constitute the main
condition for admission to, as well as promotion in, government
service. In the case of the backward classes, in the opinion of our
community, it is incumbent on the government to provide those
educational facilities which will enable their members to com-
pete on equal terms. To us the efficiency and purity of the public
services are a guarantee that the humblest of His Majesty’s sub-
jects in India can continue to live without let or hindrance, and
we express the hope that a high standard, irrespective of commu-
nal considerations, will be preserved.” No one who is not blinded
by communal fanaticism and has the good of the country at heart
will dispute that this is the only correct and proper attitude to
adopt with regard to the public services. All that the “backward”
communities can reasonably claim is that they will have full
opportunity to compete on equal terms with other communities.

lahore, saturday, september 4, 1926 

thought for the day

Peace through strength
Apropos of ‘Tortuous journey of India-China
talks’; New Delhi must recognise two key
maxims that drive Beijing’s geopolitics: the
Middle Kingdom wants to become the
world’s dominant superpower and wants to
establish the ‘one mountain cannot have two
tigers’ proverb as a geopolitical reality. It
wants to confine India forever to South Asia
through endless engagement on trivial issues.
While India cannot match China’s overall
power, we must create military options to take
the fight into Tibet at local levels. Simultane-
ously, New Delhi will have to dominate trade
routes through the Indian Ocean. Our maxim
should be: peace through strength.
MAJ GEN PUSHPENDRA SINGH (RETD),PANCHKULA

India’s credible voice at BRICS 
Apropos of ‘Digital ambitions in a fractured
BRICS’; with the multilateral grouping of
nations expanding its purview to accommo-
date diverse political systems and strategic
interests, disagreements among members are
inevitable. India’s role should be to prevent
geopolitical differences from overshadowing
the organisation’s core objectives. New Delhi
must reinforce its image as a responsible, bal-
anced and credible global voice. Strengthen-
ing cooperation in areas such as trade and
investment, resilient supply chains, digital
payments and technology can help members
identify common ground.  However, neutrali-
ty should not mean passivity. 

VAIBHAV GOYAL, CHANDIGARH

Dialogue rather than obedience
With reference to ‘When young Indians stop
being afraid’; the significance of the student
protests at Jantar Mantar lay not in the immedi-
ate concern —  the NEET paper leak, but in the
deeper transformation of a generation learning
to question authority. It is heartening to see a
generation of young citizens willing to engage
with constitutional issues. It signals a shift from
passive citizenship to participatory democracy.
Dialogue rather than obedience is the way for-
ward.  Such questioning, when responsible and
informed, is not rebellion against democracy; it
is democracy finding its voice.

SUNITA SIKRI, YAMUNANAGAR

Cooperation in critical minerals 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman’s meet-
ing with US Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent
to deepen cooperation in critical minerals is an
important step towards strengthening India-
US economic ties. For India, closer engage-
ment with the US can help create reliable and
diversified supply chains. At the same time,
India must give equal priority to developing its
own mineral resources. Faster exploration,
modern extraction techniques, efficient pro-
cessing facilities and stronger recycling sys-
tems are necessary to build a self-reliant supply
chain. Indian research institutions and indus-
tries should be encouraged to develop cost-
effective technologies for recovering and pro-
cessing these resources. Ministerial dialogue
should therefore be translated into concrete
projects and long-term agreements.

RUKMA SHARMA, JALANDHAR

Strong stand against terrorism 
PM Modi delivered a strong message against
terrorism at the SCO summit in Bishkek. He
called for decisive action against countries that
use terrorism as state policy. He advocated for
the complete dismantling of the terror ecosys-
tem, including terror financing networks,
recruitment methods and providing safe
havens for terrorists. He called for rejecting
'double standards' in the collective fight
against terror, with his remarks directed
squarely at Pakistan. The PM’s message at the
summit focused on uniting the member coun-
tries to take decisive action against nations
that perpetrate terrorism.

RK ARORA, MOHALI

What children want
Refer to ‘The invisible scissors and thread’;
stay close to your children while they are still
reaching for your attention. Deadlines, meet-
ings and targets could make a child’s voice
sound like an interruption. The irony is that
capitalism trains us to measure time in produc-
tivity while childhood measures it in moments
of attention. Careers can demand long hours.
Children can demand something far more
finite: their parents’ presence during the few
years when they actively seek it. 

HARSH PAWARIA, ROHTAK

Letters to the Editor, typed in double space, should not exceed the 200-word limit. 
These should be cogently written and can be sent by e-mail to: Letters@tribunemail.com

letters to the editor

Gursharan Singh

MORE than six decades ago, I was studying in
Class VIII at a school in Hoshiarpur district
of Punjab. Our teacher would spare time

after school hours for an “extra class” to teach us
mathematics and science. It was our good fortune
that he did not charge us any money for this service;
he simply demanded that we make serious efforts to
excel in the examinations. 

Teaching was a passion for him, and a good perform-
ance by his students gladdened him. I scored 100 per
cent marks in mathematics and also fared quite well
in science and other subjects.

This is not the story of just one teacher. Our head-
master wanted the school to make its presence felt
in the matric exams. Many Class-X students,
including my elder brother, had to cycle or walk to
school from nearby villages; moreover, they had no
electricity at home. So, a big hall was converted
into living quarters for them to ensure that they
optimally utilised their time for studies. 

The headmaster would arrive on the campus at 4
am; the students were asked to get up early and
have milk or tea before they settled down to study.
The experiment was successful, and the class result
exceeded expectations. Not even a paisa was
charged for this endeavour; rather, sometimes
refreshments were given free of cost.

Today, I am pained to see students going to tuition
shops or coaching centres, where they have to pay
hefty sums, putting a heavy burden on their par-
ents. Much time is wasted commuting. The formal
school is only a place to get oneself registered for
the examinations. Wholehearted commitment to
teaching is rarely witnessed.

Central and state governments seem helpless to
curb the exploitation of students and parents. Qual-
ity education should be provided on the school cam-
pus itself. The education policy needs to be designed
for this purpose; even a law can be enacted in this
regard. Teaching shops must be closed. This will
provide a huge relief both to the students and their
parents, thereby rendering a great service to society.

Last but not least, teachers must be given adequate
remuneration, be it in public or private schools. This
will help in bringing out the best in them. Let us
respect these nation-builders in both word and deed;
merely celebrating Teachers’ Day is not enough.

The writer is former Dean, PAU, Ludhiana

Teachers on 
a mission

ROUTE : As per the Constitution, a “distinguished jurist” may be appointed to the Supreme Court by the President. ANI

Judges are no more than the mouth that pronounces the words of the law. — Montesquieu
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The road West is narrowing to a toll lane

T
WO moves out of
Washington this
week have
changed the arith-
metic for India's

software industry and the sec-
ond one may hurt more than
the first. On August 31, the US
Department of Homeland
Security (DHS) proposed a
rule that would charge
$103,265 for every H-1B peti-
tion, subject to the annual cap
of 85,000 visas, including the
20,000 set aside for holders of
US master's degrees.

A few days earlier, the DHS
had quietly revived a plan,
now sitting on its 2026 regula-
tory agenda, to end work
authorisation for certain
spouses of H-1B holders. Nei-
ther is law yet. But the intent
behind both is hard to miss.

Let us consider the fee first.
H-1B visas used to cost some-
where between $2,000 and
$5,000. Jumping to six figures

isn't a price increase; it's a
barrier dressed up as a filing
fee. The DHS says the rule
would raise about $8.8 billion
a year, but that figure
assumes 85,000 employers
keep paying. They probably
won't. When the administra-
tion tried a similar $1,00,000
charge earlier, filings report-
edly fell by nearly 90% and
the government actually lost
$28 million in revenue. Its
own lawyers told a court the
fee was "arguably prohibi-
tive" and did not raise money.

That version was struck
down by a federal judge in
June last. The DHS claims
the new one rests on firmer
legal ground, but it still has to
survive a 30-day comment
period and, almost certainly,
another lawsuit.

For India, the exposure is
enormous. Indian nationals
took 71% of all H-1B
approvals in fiscal 2024, some
2,83,397 of them. The indus-
try those workers feed is
worth roughly $282.6 billion,
with exports of about $224.4
billion, and the US alone
buys more than half of
India's software services
exports — around $117 bil-
lion a year. Reprice the door
to that market and the shock
lands squarely in Bengaluru,
Pune and Hyderabad.

The spousal change is qui-
eter, but cuts deeper because
it targets whether families
choose to go at all. The DHS
wants to reverse a 2015 rule
that let certain H-4 spouses,
those whose H-1B partner is
already deep in the green
card process, apply for a work
permit. It's worth being pre-
cise here: no formal rule has
been published, the timing is
listed as undetermined and
existing permits stay valid
for now. This is a stated inten-
tion, not a done deal. 

But the drift is clear, and
one related change has
already taken effect. Last
October, the DHS scrapped
the automatic 540-day
extension that used to pro-
tect spouses waiting on a
renewal, which means a
slow processing queue can
now push someone out of a
job they already hold.

Indians are essentially the
entire group affected. A Con-
gressional Research Service
study found that 93% of the
1,26,853 H-4 work permits

approved through late 2017
went to spouses from India.
The reason is a structural
trap: because of a 7% per-
country cap on green cards,
Indians wait longer than any-
one, often decades. 

The H-4 permit was the
pressure valve that let a
spouse, usually a woman
with her own degree and
career, work through that
wait. Take it away and a two-
income household becomes
one, and the whole proposi-
tion of moving to America
gets meaningfully worse.

One caveat cushions the
big names. India's marquee
firms sponsor fewer visas
than people assume. Nass-
com argues that all Indian IT
companies together account
for under 20% of approved H-
1B visas, having already
shifted towards hiring Amer-
icans and delivering work
from home. 

The real casualties are the
mid-tier staffing shops and
the individual engineer
whose spouse can no longer
earn. Add a lottery now tilted
towards higher salaries and
a proposed end to the grace
period for laid-off workers
and the pattern is obvious.
The road West is narrowing
to a toll lane.

So what should India do?

Two things.
Firstly, lean harder into the

Global Capability Centre
(GCC) model. Instead of ship-
ping engineers and their
families abroad, India can be
where the work happens. It
already holds about 58% of
the global sourcing market,
and the GCCs are among the
fastest-growing parts of its
tech economy. Steady tax
rules, faster clearances and
incentives to build in tier-2
cities could turn visa friction
into domestic jobs. A career
built in Hyderabad needs no
permit from anyone.

And secondly, spread the
risk. Leaning on one market
that buys more than half your
exports is the vulnerability.
Europe already takes roughly
a third of India's software serv-
ices exports and the Gulf,
Japan and Southeast Asia are
barely tapped. New Delhi
should also stop treating
skilled mobility as America's
internal affair and put it on the
table as a trade issue, spouses'
work rights included.

None of this is settled law.
But the message behind it is
settled enough. The country
that built a $224-billion
export machine on easy
access to the American office
now has to build one that
doesn't depend on it.

SUBIMAL BHATTACHARJEE
FORMER COUNTRY HEAD, 

GENERAL DYNAMICS

New Delhi should
stop treating skilled

mobility as America’s
internal affair and put

it on the table as a
trade issue. 

INTENT : The exorbitant H-1B visa fee hike is a barrier dressed up as a filing fee. AI GENERATED IMAGE 

W
E often hear that
bad habits catch
on quickly. On
the auspicious
occasion of Eid-

un-Nabi, the birthday of the
Prophet, I came across a proces-
sion: many flags, bearded men
in skullcaps sitting on trucks,
and na'ats (devotional poetry in
praise of Prophet Muhammad)
being played loudly.

This particular procession did
not have a DJ, but I heard that in
some places, there was dancing
and DJ music as well. It made
me wonder whether, slowly, we
are seeing a Muslim version of
the Kavad Yatra — not in terms
of faith or tradition, of course,
but in the manner of public dis-
play. Different uniforms, differ-
ent songs and a different look,
but increasingly, the same spec-
tacle and the same inconven-
ience to the public.

Many may argue that the com-
parison is unfair. The Kavad Yatra
stretches over weeks and affects
highways and cities on a much
larger scale, whereas an Eid pro-
cession may last only three or four
hours. That is certainly true. But
does the duration change the
basic principle?

I have always been against reli-
gious processions on public roads
that disrupt traffic and inconven-
ience ordinary people — whether
they are Hindu, Muslim, Sikh, Chris-
tian or followers of any other faith.

Faith should be celebrated. Reli-
gious traditions should be respect-

ed and preserved. But why must
every celebration become a pro-
cession on public roads?

Why cannot the faithful put up a
tent in a designated place, play
na'ats, hold religious pro-
grammes, distribute food to the
poor and invite people to gather
there? The occasion can still be
celebrated with devotion, joy and
dignity without blocking roads
and disrupting the lives of thou-
sands of people.

What worries me is this growing
"they do it, so why shouldn't we?"
syndrome. One community
begins a particular form of public
religious display. Others feel that
they too must do the same. Grad-
ually, devotion becomes a matter
of showing numbers, noise and
visibility. Religion begins to look

less like a matter of faith and more
like a competition.

I have felt the same way about
the Kavad Yatra for many years.
The tradition should certainly
continue, but surely it can be
organised in a manner that pre-
serves both faith and public
convenience.

For example, a few devotees from
each village could be given the
honour of collecting the holy water,
perhaps by rotation each year.
They could bring it back to their
nearest Shiva temple, where the
entire village could participate in a
proper religious ceremony. The tra-
dition would continue. The faith
would remain. The community
would still celebrate. But our roads
and highways would not have to
remain blocked for long durations. 

This principle should apply
equally to every religion. The
question, therefore, is not whether
the government should stop peo-
ple from practising their faith. It
should not. The real question is
whether those in authority have
the political will to regulate reli-
gious activity equally and fairly.

Do they have the courage to
stop this politics of religious
appeasement — whichever reli-
gion is involved?

Do they have the guts to say that
no religion should be given the
right to inconvenience the public
simply because politicians are
afraid of offending its followers?

Religious occasions deserve dig-
nity, sobriety, reflection, charity
and fellowship. They should not
become an excuse for noise, traffic
disruption, public inconvenience
and competitive displays of reli-
gious strength.

India does not need less religion.
It needs more respect — for reli-
gion, and equally, for the rights
and convenience of fellow citi-
zens. Perhaps the real test of faith
is not how loudly we proclaim it on
the streets, but how quietly and
sincerely we practise it.

SAEED SHERVANI
MUSLIM INTELLECTUAL AND 

EX-BSP POLITICIAN

The real question is
whether those in power
have the political will to

regulate religious activity
equally and fairly.

The Muslim ‘Kavad Yatra’

F
OR generations, the Pun-
jabi dream has had a
familiar geography. It has
pointed westwards.  Cana-
da, the US, Australia and

other Western countries came to rep-
resent not only employment, but
achievement, independence and
social mobility. That aspiration has
served Punjab well. 

But the world around that aspira-
tion is changing. A generation of
young Punjabis and their families is
being forced to reconsider what a
successful future should look like.
This need not become a crisis. It
could become an opportunity for
Punjab to broaden its definition of
success. Going abroad should
remain an opportunity. It should not
remain our definition of opportunity.

That change begins at home. The
decision to go abroad is rarely made
by the youth alone. It is often a fami-
ly aspiration. A promising career or
business can sometimes appear less
attractive than an uncertain opportu-
nity overseas.  We need to broaden
that definition of achievement. 

A young entrepreneur who employs
ten people should command the
same pride as a young person who
secures a job abroad. Young people do
not always need their parents to elim-
inate risk for them. Sometimes they
need the freedom to experiment, fail,
learn and try again. 

Punjab already has many of the
ingredients: universities and techni-
cal institutions, agricultural expert-
ise, a strong SME base, skilled people
and a global diaspora with capital,
experience and professional net-
works. The Entrepreneurship Mind-

set Curriculum (an educational pro-
gramme that teaches students prac-
tical business skills) in our universi-
ties and colleges is showing
promising results. 

The challenge is to connect these
pieces. Programmes cannot stop at
competitions, seminars and incuba-
tion centres. They must produce
businesses that survive, create jobs
and attract investment. Universities
must give students room to explore
entrepreneurship and research.
Banks and investors must be willing
to back promising founders, and
industry must help connect good
ideas to real markets.

At the same time, another opportu-
nity is emerging. For years, Punjab's
migration story was largely one-way.
Punjab sent people abroad and
received remittances in return.

Today, some members of the Punjabi
diaspora are looking back towards
Punjab as a place to return, invest,
retire or raise their families. We
should not exaggerate this into a
mass movement. But neither should
we ignore what it could represent.

We should view this not simply as
reverse migration, but as a transfer
of experience. A Punjabi returning
from Toronto, Vancouver or Mel-
bourne may bring knowledge of
international markets, technology,
management practices and profes-
sional networks. For years, we have
measured the diaspora's relation-
ship with Punjab largely through
remittances, property and philan-
thropy. The next phase can be
more ambitious.

Punjab should seek to bring back
not only money, but intellectual
capital. Imagine an entrepreneur
in Punjab developing an agricul-
tural technology product, a mem-
ber of the diaspora providing mar-
ket intelligence, another opening
distribution channels in North
America, and a university provid-
ing technical support. The diaspora
becomes not merely a source of
capital, but a bridge connecting
Punjab's ideas with the world.

Rather than imitating the Silicon
Valley, our greatest opportunities
may lie in solving our own problems. 

The objective should not simply
be to create more startups. It
should be to create enterprises that
survive, grow and create meaning-
ful employment. That is where the
conversation about migration
becomes a conversation about eco-
nomic development.

The next chapter of Punjab's story
may not be about how many young
people leave the state. It may be
about how many choose to stay, how
many return, and how many build
something here that the rest of the
world wants.That would be a very dif-
ferent definition of progress, and per-
haps a more meaningful one.

For full article, go to 
www.tribuneindia.com/opinion

A generation of young
Punjabis and their

families is being forced to
reconsider their dream

of a future abroad. 

Punjab's definition of success 

JAGDEEP SINGH
VC, PUNJABI UNIVERSITY

ACROSS
1 Number of votes cast (6)
4 A summary (6)
9 Bring ship to a stop (5,2)
10Bring about (5)
11Rapidity (5)
12A root vegetable (7)
13Be in full agreement

(3,3,2,3)
18Aheavy chopping tool (7)
20Exclude from 

admission (5)
22Confess (3,2)
23Absurd pretence (7)
24Showy but worthless (6)
25Dexterous (6)

DOWN
1 Command (6)
2 Allow to remain (5)
3 Behind schedule (7)
5 Be repeated (5)
6 A pungent condiment (7)
7 Grassy treeless plain (6)
8 Decisive finishing 

stroke (4,2,5)
14In spite of that (4,3)
15Very experienced 

person (3,4)
16Approach and address (6)
17An ordained minister (6)
19A venomous snake (5)
21Well done! (5)

Yesterday’s Solution
Across: 1 Lasting, 5 Stamp, 8 Creme de menthe, 9 Dogma, 10
Satiety, 11 Cutter, 12 Upward,15 Affable, 17 Theme, 19 Stand
out a mile, 20 Cadre, 21 Falsely.

Down: 1 Lucid, 2 Sleight of hand, 3 Iterate, 4 Grease, 5 Spent,
6 At the same time, 7 Pie-eyed,11 Classic, 13 Pitfall, 14 Rebuff,
16 Budge, 18 Every.
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■ Shaka Samvat 1948

■ Bhadrapad Shaka 13

■ Bhadrapad Parvishte 19

■ Hijari 1448

■ Krishna Paksha Tithi 8, up to 12:14 am

■ Harshana Yoga up to 3:44 pm

■ Rohini Nakshatra up to 11:05 am

■ Moon in Taurus sign.

■ Shri Krishna Janmashtami Vrat
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forecastsu do ku quick crossword

HARD

8 2 3 9 4 6 7 1 5
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2 4 1 7 5 9 6 3 8
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2 1 4 8 9
1 3 7
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5 1 2
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CITY MAX MIN
Chandigarh 34 25
New Delhi 32 26
Amritsar 34 25
Bathinda 35 25
Jalandhar 33 25
Ludhiana 34 25
Bhiwani 35 25
Hisar 37 26
Sirsa 35 25
Dharamsala 28 21
Manali 24 16
Shimla 22 16
Srinagar 27 19
Jammu 33 26

Kargil 28 13
Leh 26 12

Dehradun 28 21
Mussoorie 23 16

SUNSET: FRIDAY 18:41 HRS
SUNRISE: SATURDAY 06:01 HRS
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EDITORIALS

If Detroit needs a shoulder to 
cry on, it need look no farther 
than the City of Big Shoulders. 
Preliminary figures released 
by the Census Bureau say that 
Chicago and Detroit took the 
biggest population hits of the big 
cities during the 1980s, and that 
could translate into major politi-
cal and financial losses.

The preliminary count of 
2,725,979 Chicagoans is undoubt-
edly low, and the city will have to 
convince the Census Bureau that 
it should be higher. That’s what it 
did in 1980. When the final 1990 
count is reached, Chicago should 
be back around 3 million.

But it’s aggravating for cities 
to have to protest their popula-
tion counts, when federal aid and 
congressional and state legis-
lative representation hinge on 
them. And it’s not simply cities. 
Many of Chicago’s suburbs, 
which also have a big financial 
stake, are scrambling to find resi-
dents that the census missed.

Some big-city officials think 
the undercount is a plot by 

Republicans to diminish the 
influence of Democrats, who 
usually hold the urban congres-
sional seats and the reins of big 
city government. It might just be 
that the census does a haphazard 
job of counting where counting 
is toughest, in neighborhoods 
where the population is densely 
packed and transient.

The census count has been 
shown to be somewhat capri-
cious. In New York, there is 
a discrepancy of as many as 1 
million people between the 
1990 preliminary figure and the 
estimates made by the city and 
some outside experts. … When 
the census is completed, no one 
will know how many thousands 
of people, and millions of dollars, 
escaped through the cracks. …

The best hope for cities might 
be in a U.S. District Court judge’s 
ruling that an adjustment to 
reflect the undercount of minority 
populations is valid. Chicago’s 
among cities that brought the suit.

Tribune editorial board, 
Sept. 3, 1990

ON THIS DAY 36 YEARS AGO 
 BIG CITIES GET THE CENSUS BLUES

DREW SHENEMAN/TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY

EDITORIAL CARTOON

If you’ve gone to the grocery 
store lately, you may have found 
yourself forced to have an uncom-
fortable conversation with your 
kids. Tabloid magazines lining 
checkout aisles across Chicago-
land tend to be at eye-level for 
youngsters. So odds are they’ve 
come across the Lindsay Clancy 
story.

Clancy is the mother at the 
center of a trial that has become 
something of a cultural phenome-
non and a rallying cry for women 
across the country who identify 
in some way with her plight.

Before 2023, Clancy’s life likely 
looked familiar to many subur-
ban mothers around here. She 
and her husband, Patrick, shared 
a home in Duxbury, Massachu-
setts, not terribly far from Boston. 
With them lived their three 
young children.

Her story diverges on Jan. 24, 
2023. That’s the day she allegedly 
killed her children by strangling 
them to death in their basement 
with exercise bands.

Clancy reportedly cut her neck 
and wrists after committing this 
horrific act, then jumped from a 
second-story window. The fall 
left her paralyzed.

Clancy does not appear to 
have disputed that she killed her 
children. At issue in her trial is 
whether she can be held crim-
inally responsible for doing so. 
Her attorneys argue that she 
was suffering from postpartum 
psychosis and lacked crimi-
nal responsibility; prosecutors 
contend that she deliberately 
planned the killings and under-
stood what she was doing.

Before all of this took place, 
Clancy reportedly made multiple 
attempts to get help.

What are we supposed to do 
with this tragedy?

Some will reflect, some will 
pray, some will see it as a call for 
action and some will choose to 
ignore it.

But a growing number of 
women have taken the loose 
threads of the tragedy that played 
out in a coastal Boston suburb 
and have interwoven their own 
struggles with pregnancy, with 
birth, with postpartum, with the 
trials and tribulations of every day 
parenting that can feel lonely and 
isolating and underappreciated.

Society’s fascination with 

the subjects of blockbuster 
trials, especially those involving 
murder in the home, is nothing 
new. But as this case has become 
amplified via social media, it has 
taken a dark turn.

Women have taken to post-
ing videos of themselves crying 
while holding their children, 
crying while sitting and rock-
ing in place. Some of the most 
disturbing trends feature moth-
ers posting videos of themselves 
holding their small children with 
captions like “Same, Lindsay” or 
“Me too, Lindsay.”

To write this off as an online 
phenomenon alone is inaccu-
rate, because hundreds of women 
have been showing up to Clancy’s 
trial, standing outside the Plym-
outh, Massachusetts, courthouse 
bearing signs emblazoned with 
slogans such as “Believe” and 

“She Needed Help” and “Peace 
for Lindsay.”

Some even bring their children.
We wish to pause here to point 

out something obvious: You can 
— and should — absolutely have 
sympathy for women strug-
gling with mental health issues. 
Whether or not you are a mother, 
you should be concerned about 
the insufficient attention paid to 
maternal mental health.

We do little as a society to 
prepare women for what may 
come once a baby arrives. Joy, 
yes, but shadows of darker things, 
of changes in their bodies and 
their hormones beyond their 
control that they may not under-
stand.

 The ways in which mothers 
suffer physically and mentally 
is very real. You may have had 
difficult pregnancies or compli-

cations during birth. The period 
after the baby arrived may have 
brought feelings of loneliness 
and despair that no one ever let 
on was possible. You may suffer 
silently at home.

All of this can be true. And yet 
we still must condemn the killing 
of children. Loudly and repeat-
edly.

We fear that this is where many 
of Clancy’s supporters have lost 
the plot.

Lost in the fervor surrounding 
the trial are the alleged victims: 
5-year-old Cora, 3-year-old 
Dawson and 8-month-old Callan. 
This is not a TV show, and the 
children strangled to death in a 
Massachusetts basement aren’t 
child actors who will wake up at 
the end of the morally instructive 
scene.

If you feel the need to rally 

behind someone who killed 
three kids, imagine explaining 
that urge to your children. Think 
of the words you’d need to use. 
Imagine their faces as you talk to 
them. Explain the nuance behind 
how you can cheer on Clancy 
while also harboring no urge to 
do them ill.

How would you feel if they 
then asked whether you’d ever 
hurt them? See if that doesn’t 
throw some cold water on the 
whole thing.

If this trial struck a chord 
with you, by all means advocate 
for better postpartum care. Be 
honest about your own struggles, 
because you never know who you 
might help in doing so. Check in 
on anyone you know with little 
kids. Offer to help. Mean it.

But do not lose sight of three 
dead children.

In Lindsay Clancy story, don’t forget  
the children who are no longer here

People rally in support of Lindsay Clancy on Aug 20 outside the Plymouth, Massachusetts, courthouse where Clancy is on trial in connection with 
the deaths of her three children. JOSH REYNOLDS/AP

On Friday, the Cubs will be in 
Miami to play the Marlins.

If the game starts to drag, fans 
will have the opportunity to tune 
into a 17-episode rom-com to 
be posted that day on the team’s 
TikTok account called “Nine 
Innings to Love.” The plot line 
centers on 20-somethings finding 
romance in the stands at Wrigley 
Field.

The production may not win 
any awards, but we expect the 
curiosity factor will be intense. 
And we salute the Cubs for this 

creative way of marketing the 
singular Wrigley experience, 
which revolves around sunshine, 
beer and, yes, flirtation as much 
as it focuses on baseball. Heck, 
owner Tom Ricketts met his 
future wife in the bleachers way 
back when.

But of late the Wrigley bleachers 
experience has taken on a different 
sort of character.

One more akin to “Fight Club.”
There have been two brawls in 

the outfield stands in the past few 
weeks, the first involving several, 

er, gentlemen during the Cross-
town Classic with the White Sox 
on Aug. 17 and the second being 
more of a one-on-one bout just 12 
days later during the Cubs’ 17-5 
drubbing of the Cincinnati Reds.

Perhaps there’s another 
multi-episode Wrigley-focused 
drama crying out to be created. 
This one could be centered, say, 
on the life of a fan permanently 
banned from the park after fisti-
cuffs with a fellow attendee who 
insulted his family and his elab-
orate schemes to get back into 

Wrigley to see his favorite team. 
The possibilities are legion.

The Cubs, of course, would 
want no part in that production, 
preferring naturally to accentu-
ate the good vibes that permeate 
Wrigley Field the vast majority of 
the time — certainly during the 
many games we’ve attended over 
the years.

Even just general rowdy behav-
ior has lessened in our experience 
over the past few decades, a period 
in which the Cubs have become 
more of a perennial contender 

for postseason play instead of the 
“lovable losers” of lore.

So we’re hopeful this rock-em-
sock-em-robots era at Wrigley is 
short-lived and will be remem-
bered simply as an aberration 
once this season is over. In the 
interest of fairness, we wish for 
the same on the other side of town 
at Rate Field, where a nasty fight 
erupted in the upper deck stands 
on Aug. 23.

They say all is fair in love and 
war. Let’s stick to love at the ball-
park.

As Cubs roll out rom-com, brawlers in the stands are spoiling the meet-cute vibes
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OPINION

By Kaivan Shroff
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

“But her emails.” 
It’s a callback to a 2016 sticking 

point during that year’s presiden-
tial campaign that refers to the 
email security practices of Demo-
cratic presidential candidate 
Hillary Clinton, in her previous 
capacity as the secretary of state. 
The outcry drew outsized media 
scrutiny, given all that was at stake 
in the election and the relative 
scandals Republican presiden-
tial candidate Donald Trump had 
brought to the table.

I worked on Clinton’s 
campaign. Today, as I watch 
Michigan Democratic U.S. Senate 
nominee Abdul El-Sayed respond 
to controversy surrounding leftist 
streamer Hasan Piker, I see the 
same mistake being made that our 
campaign made.

Across that cycle, evening news-
casts of the three main networks 
gave roughly 100 minutes to Clin-
ton’s emails and about 32 minutes 
combined to the policy positions 
of every candidate in the race. The 
Clinton campaign had published 
65 policy fact sheets — an entire 
campaign policy book, which even 
included a plan for pandemics, 
and more than 112,000 words on 
Alzheimer’s research, Wall Street 
reform, criminal justice and just 
about everything else a presiden-
tial administration might touch 
on. None of it registered.

There was one unresolved 
question sucking up all the 
oxygen: “What about the emails?”

Now, El-Sayed is being dragged 
down by nonstop media cycles 
around his previous choice to 
campaign with Piker, who has 
made extreme comments. Last 
week, several Democratic Party 
leaders and elected officials 
condemned Piker over comments 
he made regarding Israel. Despite 
pleas from many, El-Sayed has 
yet to explicitly disavow Piker. To 
El-Sayed’s supporters, this criti-
cism of him is in bad faith at best 
and a form of Islamophobia at 
worst.

Clinton was the establishment’s 
candidate, and El-Sayed is seen as 
an insurgent of the left, yet both 
decided on the same instinct: The 
scandal is illegitimate; engaging 
with it dignifies it.

When the email story broke 
in the spring of 2015, Clinton 
said use of her private server for 
State Department business was 
a matter of “convenience” and 
that it “would’ve been better” to 
carry a second phone for her offi-
cial duties. That August, she said: 

“These years later it doesn’t look 
so convenient.” That September, 
she said: “I am sorry that this has 
been confusing to people.” Six 
months after the story broke, she 
conceded: “That was a mistake. 
I’m sorry about that. I take 
responsibility.”

In a book years later, Clinton 
communications director Jennifer 
Palmieri wrote that the campaign 
made a mistake in how it handled 
the email story and should have 
addressed it more head-on.

I thought about that flawed 
calculus again while reading 
El-Sayed’s recent statement about 
Piker, which does not mention 
the streamer by name. It ends 
this way: “While politicians and 
pundits try to make this race about 
a Twitch streamer, we’re going 
to be talking about gas, groceries, 
good schools, and healthcare.”

I believe he means it. Clinton 
meant it too.

Every day a candidate declines 
to give a clean answer, he or she 
isn’t starving the story. They are in 
essence writing the next install-
ment.

This April, El-Sayed was asked 

whether he would disavow 
Piker’s views. He said, “I’m not 
here to disavow people’s views. 
This whole ‘gotcha’ game, plat-
form policing, cancel culture, I 
thought we were over it.” In early 
August, he said: “I’m less focused 
on folks who are campaigning 
with me, more focused on the 
folks I’m campaigning to.” A 
few days later, on the political 
show “Meet the Press,” El-Sayed 
dismissed Piker’s claim that 
America deserved 9/11 as “a 
dumb statement” — but he still 
would not say whether Piker 
would appear with him again.

Then, after Piker told his 
audience that if American Jews 
continue to insist they are singu-
larly invested in Israel, “eventually 
someone’s going to come around 
and take action,” El-Sayed’s 
answer was: “Nobody speaks for 
this campaign besides me and my 
campaign spokespeople.”

In August, a question about 
why Michigan Democrats Dana 
Nessel and Hillary Scholten were 
criticizing El-Sayed inspired 
this answer from him: “I think 
the question right now is how do 

we get together to beat Donald 
Trump?” He now says he has 
“no plans” to campaign with 
Piker. Still, when he recently 
was questioned about Piker, 
El-Sayed refused to address the 
issue directly, instead lambasting 
reporters for trying to “make this 
race about a streamer in Califor-
nia.”

Déjà vu.
El-Sayed may even be right 

that the news media are dispro-
portionately covering the Piker 
controversy. But being right about 
a double standard does not shut 
down the story. It means only that 
you can be right while you lose.

Scholten, a U.S. representative, 
said she still hasn’t endorsed her 
party’s Senate nominee, and “a lot 
of it has to do with past associa-
tions with Hasan Piker.” Demo-
cratic state Sen. Jeremy Moss is 
still withholding his endorsement. 
And Debbie Dingell — about as 
loyal a Michigan Democrat as 
the state produces — snapped at 
reporters recently: “I am done! So 
don’t any reporter ask me again 
about Hasan Piker.”

That isn’t the story dying. 

It’s the story expanding and 
entrenching itself into the remain-
der of the campaign cycle.

The clear exit here is embar-
rassingly cheap. El-Sayed should 
disavow Piker by name and make 
clear he is not welcome on his 
campaign or in his orbit. Then, 
take questions until reporters run 
out of them. That costs one bad 
news cycle — instead of an entire 
election.

We all know how the alter-
native works out: A scandal you 
don’t even believe in runs on a 
loop, occupying the exact space 
where your substantive campaign 
was supposed to go.

El-Sayed says nobody speaks 
for his campaign but him and that 
a streamer in California is not 
what this race is about. He’s right 
on both counts. He is also the only 
person who can make either one 
true, and he can do it in a single 
sentence today.

Kaivan Shroff is a politics and 
culture commentator, attorney 
and former digital organizer for 
Hillary Clinton’s 2016 presidential 
campaign.

I worked on Hillary Clinton’s 2016 campaign.  
Abdul El-Sayed is repeating our biggest mistake

Streamer Hasan Piker, left, and Abdul El-Sayed, a progressive candidate for U.S. Senate in Michigan, center right, take a selfie with fans following a 
campaign event on April 7 at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor. JULIA DEMAREE NIKHINSON/AP

By John Greenfield
FOR CHICAGO MAGAZINE

I edit Streetsblog Chicago, 
which reports on and advocates 
for walking, biking and tran-
sit improvements. So you might 
assume I was delighted by the 
U.S. Department of Transpor-
tation’s recent announcement 
of a “$5.3 billion investment in 
rail safety upgrades” and “new 
Amtrak train sets” to support 
Midwestern passenger rail.

That is, in fact, good news. But 
the press release heralding this as 
the start of a “Golden Age of Rail” 
delivered by President Donald 
Trump and U.S. Transportation 
Secretary Sean Duffy certainly 
raised my eyebrows.

First of all, Duffy’s retrograde 
track record during his 18 months 
on the job makes Trump’s previ-
ous transportation chief, Elaine 
Chao, a conservative married to 
U.S. Sen. Mitch McConnell, look 
like livable-streets activist Jane 
Jacobs.

Like Trump, an ex-reality TV 
star, Duffy has caused infuriating 
setbacks for countless sustain-
able transportation projects and 
agencies. This approach seems 
to be largely an effort to troll 
blue cities, and the mayhem 
he’s caused at the CTA is a great 
example.

Last October, the secretary 
announced his department 
was freezing over $3 billion in 
already-approved federal funds 
for Chicago transit projects, 
including the Red Line extension 
and the Red and Purple Modern-
ization project. 

Duffy’s paradoxical reason-
ing was that the CTA’s Disad-
vantaged Business Enterprise 
policies were “discrimina-
tory” and “unconstitutional,” 
even though federal guidelines 
mandate equitable contracting 
for DOT-funded projects. Thank-
fully in March, a judge forced the 
feds to cough up the cash.

Similarly, last December, the 
DOT-controlled Federal Transit 

Administration demanded that 
the CTA develop and implement 
a plan to reduce crime in the 
system or else face a $50 million 
cut in operations funding. While 
the FTA cited the horrific recent 
case of a woman being set on fire 
on the Blue Line, once again it 
appeared Duffy’s main motive 
was owning the libs. After the 
feds rejected Chicago’s initial 
proposal for more policing as 
“materially deficient,” in March 
the CTA submitted a revised 
plan. The FTA acknowledged 
receipt and hasn’t bothered the 
transit agency since then.

Here are a few other recent 
examples of Duffy’s questionable 
behavior as DOT boss:

 �  Last month, he took bike 
lanes, road diets or lane reduc-
tions, speed cameras and other 

potentially lifesaving strate-
gies off the Federal Highway 
Administration Proven Safety 
Countermeasures list, and 
called bikeways “DEI,” short 
for diversity, equity and inclu-
sion. Former top New York City 
Transportation Department 
official Jon Orcutt called this 
“Duffy’s intentional infusion of 
stupidity into U.S. DOT policy.”

 �  Earlier this month, a Los 
Angeles Times columnist blasted 
Duffy’s new TV program “The 
Great American Road Trip” as 
“Trump-era spectacle, wrapped 
in a reality show.”

 �  On Aug. 26, Duffy tweeted 
a video of a truck with a thun-
derously loud tailpipe, writing, 
“Thanks to U.S. DOT, our trucks 
can go back to sounding like 
this.” Transit consultant Jarrett 

Walker responded, “The top 
transportation official in the U.S. 
wishes to remind you that trucks 
are not really for transporta-
tion. They are a tool for forcing 
others to suffer for your fragile 
masculinity.”

But enough about Duffy’s dubi-
ous conduct. Let’s analyze the 
press release’s claims about the 
new Amtrak funding.

“Roughly $2 billion of this 
grant package is funding Secre-
tary Duffy saved the Ameri-
can people by canceling Gavin 
Newsom’s disastrous high-speed 
train to nowhere,” it states. 
“His California boondoggle has 
exploded in projected costs with 
estimates as high as $231 billion 
— nearly seven times higher than 
its initial cost.”

The DOT is celebrating the 

abandonment of grants it had 
already awarded but not paid to 
California high-speed rail. It’s a 
similar situation as Duffy’s failed 
attempt to defund Red Line 
initiatives.

The Republican-led depart-
ment is making a big deal about 
the high-speed rail project’s cost 
increases. But the truth is that 
two of the biggest reasons the 
price tag is now greater than the 
original estimates are that Cali-
fornia officials, when Republi-
can Arnold Schwarzenegger was 
governor, badly lowballed the 
costs, and the construction time-
line keeps getting disrupted by 
changing levels of government 
support for the project. Duffy’s 
recent actions exemplify that.

Meanwhile, High Speed Rail 
Alliance Executive Director Rick 
Harnish said Duffy and Trump 
shouldn’t be patting themselves 
on the back for the Amtrak fund-
ing.

“The money for that Midwest 
Amtrak stuff actually came from 
the Infrastructure Investment 
and Jobs Act, which passed in 
November 2021 under Joe Biden 
and (then-USDOT chief ) Pete 
Buttiegieg,” he told me. “So that 
was Biden’s money, and at the 
same time, Trump is trying to 
eliminate that program in 2027.”

“The other thing is, this is not 
a transformative investment,” 
Harnish added. “This is ‘state of 
good repair’ work. It’s a fraction 
of what’s needed to get more 
people on trains. So if we want a 
‘Golden Age of Rail’ like Trump 
and Duffy say they do, we really 
need to step up investment in the 
program.”

This whole debacle makes me 
long for the good old days when 
a center-left Democrat such as 
Barack Obama could appoint a 
center-right Republican such as 
Ray LaHood as DOT secretary, 
and they’d actually do a great job 
of running the department.

John Greenfield is the editor of 
Streetsblog Chicago.

Duffy doesn’t deserve credit for Midwest Amtrak funding

Transportation Secretary Sean Duffy speaks during a press briefing on flight safety at the U.S. Department of 
Transportation on April 21 in Washington. TOM BRENNER/AP
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OPINION

Resurrection of head tax?
The past few weeks have been 

bittersweet for friends. After 
weeks of searching for a job 
since graduating from college, 
one friend finally got one, but it’s 
located in New Hampshire. Her 
boyfriend also got a job, but it is in 
San Francisco. Although they love 
our city, they will not be able to 
stay here due to the lack of entry-
level jobs.

Although I am sad they are leav-
ing, they are faring better than my 
other friends, who have yet to get 
a job in their field since graduating 
or who are entering their senior 
year already writing Chicago off, 
because their summer internship 
gave the impression there is no 
future in this city.

I am no economist, but I know 
United cut 4% of its white-collar 
workforce in 2025, citing AI-re-
lated restructuring, and it plans 
more cuts this year. United has 
simply been more candid than 
peers that fear the backlash of 
admitting the same.

So when I heard Mayor Bran-
don Johnson talk about how the 
2026 budget fiasco was caused 
by misguided aldermen and how 
they need to change their views as 
we come into the next budget, fear 
strikes my heart because I think 
that something very dangerous 
is coming around again: the head 
tax.

The head tax is not new to 
Chicago; it was phased out in 2014. 
Since then, that decision seems to 
have had no major impact on jobs 
in Chicago and not worth the cuts 
made to schools. But since 2014, 
outsourcing has gotten easier, 
work-from-home has gone from 
a joke to corporate policy, and 
AI has made white-collar tasks 
automatable.

So why is everyone discussing 
the head tax like it’s still 2014?

Would $20 or even $50 per 
employee per month push a large, 

profitable corporation to restruc-
ture? Probably not. Would it give 
one the excuse to restructure here 
rather than elsewhere? Abso-
lutely.

We tax cigarettes, liquor and 
gambling to reduce them. Tax 
jobs, and expect fewer jobs. When 
a corporation with offices nation-
wide needs to cut headcount, does 
it spread the pain and absorb the 
backlash, or concentrate the cuts 
in the one city that is asking it to 
shed “heads”?

During the next budget session, 
don’t let City Hall call the head tax 
a tax on corporations. Make City 
Hall call it what it is: an AI-re-
placement incentive.

Sincerely, from the emerging 
adults with no future.
— Connor Blandford, Chicago

Offer stance on candidate
The two major candidates for 

Illinois governor are incumbent 
JB Pritzker and Darren Bailey. 
Given that I don’t want to vote for 
either of them, the only alterna-
tives I have are to not vote at all 
(a choice I would rather avoid) or 
vote for an independent candi-
date simply to register a “none of 
the above” vote. The independent 
candidate, Collin Corbett, whom I 
only found via web search, got my 
attention because he appears to be 
a centrist politically and neither 
a hard-right Republican zealot 
nor a borderline tax-and-spend 
progressive.

Although Corbett’s chances of 
winning may be slim, I wish the 
Tribune Editorial Board would at 
least offer an opinion of his polit-
ical views versus the other two 
candidates.
— King Embry, Winnetka

Credit status  
of Illinois, Chicago

Irony of ironies. Illinois gets 
another credit upgrade while 
Chicago continues to founder 

heading likely for another credit 
downgrade. But, of course, the 
people downstate who bene-
fit from this will not be voting 
for Gov. JB Pritzker, while the 
people in Chicago who continue 
to get the short end of the stick 
from Springfield will be voting for 
Pritzker.

Go figure.
— Neil Gaffney, Chicago

Get speeding under control
Attention, mayoral candi-

dates! DuSable Lake Shore Drive 
has turned into a race track. The 
current speed limit may be low, 
but most drivers go so far over 
it, and nonexistent enforcement 
makes it meaningless.

Please make this a top issue. 
Amend the relevant law, increase 
the limit to 50 mph and include 
strict enforcement.
— Phil Dorman, Chicago

Unbearable noise on the drive
Blessed are the days this 

summer when we can open the 
windows for fresh air. Living on 
DuSable Lake Shore Drive, one 
gets accustomed to the hum of 
the cars passing by. The trade-off 
for the splendid view.

However, in the evening, the 
noise generated by all sorts of 
modified vehicles is simply 
getting unbearable. I have a ques-
tion for ward representatives: 
What is the status of the Vehicle 
Noise Reduction Pilot Program?
— Lise Haberman, Chicago

Medicine for a monthly fee
Thank you for publishing 

the op-ed by Marj Halperin 
discussing the many ways that 
our medical system is failing 
us (“Healthcare is more badly 
broken than political leaders 
admit,” Aug. 28).

One topic she does not touch 
upon but that is contributing to 
the lack of access to doctors is the 

growth of concierge medicine. 
I recently noticed a new medi-

cal office in my neighborhood. 
Out of curiosity, I Googled the 
name and called the office to find 
out what kinds of services were 
offered. 

Not surprisingly, the office is a 
pay-per-month service that guar-
antees you same-day appoint-
ments and return telephone calls 
from the doctors in the practice. 
I was told the office does not use 
insurance and thus the payments 
it receives are not encumbered 
by the incessant paperwork and 
approvals needed by the insur-
ance companies. 

The doctors on staff would 
refer out any complex medical 
issues, and thus patients are free 
to use any doctor in their insur-
ance network.

Sounds great — but only for 
people who can afford the almost 
$100 per month fee and one-time 
registration charge. It does noth-
ing to address the issue of the 
uninsured. Also important, this 
system removes doctors who 
might otherwise practice else-
where.

It’s no wonder we have to wait 
months for appointments.
— Elsa Miller, Evanston

Politics and immunizations
As physicians caring for chil-

dren across Illinois, we share a 
fundamental responsibility: to 
give families medical guidance 
grounded in the best available 
evidence. Vaccines remain one 
of the safest and most effective 
tools we have to prevent seri-
ous illness, disability and death. 
Decades of research and expe-
rience caring for millions of 
children support the recommen-

dations on vaccine timing. These 
recommendations are based 
on how kids’ immune systems 
develop and learn. There is no 
new scientific evidence that 
warrants abandoning that foun-
dation.

At a time when routine immu-
nization rates are declining and 
measles and other prevent-
able diseases are re-emerging, 
introducing doubt about proven 
vaccines has real consequences. 
Concern and confusion fueled by 
rumors, not science, can lead to 
delayed or missed vaccinations, 
leaving individual children and 
entire communities more vulner-
able.

Parents deserve clear, reliable 
information. They also deserve 
the opportunity to ask questions 
and make decisions with physi-
cians who know their children, 
their families and their health 
histories. Parents should know 
that thankfully, at this time, noth-
ing has changed around access to 
or insurance coverage of vaccines 
in Illinois.

As leaders of Illinois’ primary 
care communities, we stand 
together in support of evidence-
based immunization recommen-
dations and the physicians who 
put that evidence into practice 
every day. One child becoming 
ill or dying from a preventable 
disease is too many in our eyes.

Politics should not determine 
medical care. Science, evidence 
and the physician-patient rela-
tionship should.
— Dr. Anita Chandra-Puri, 
president, Illinois chapter, 
American Academy of Pediatrics, 
and Dr. Corinne Kohler, president, 
Illinois Academy of Family 
Physicians

Voice of the people
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By Paul Vallas
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

Artificial intelligence is trans-
forming at a rapid pace how we 
work, learn and live each day. It is 
already deeply embedded in every-
day enterprise software, supply-
chain operations and scientific 
research. Massive global capital 
investments, clear productivity 
gains and technical momentum 
mean AI will remain a perma-
nent pillar of modern society 
and an expanding engine of the 
world economy. For Chicago, AI 
offers an unprecedented, genera-
tional economic and educational 
opportunity — one that could rival 
the transformative impact of the 
Industrial Age.

Unfortunately, recent events 
suggest that Chicago’s leader-
ship may elect to bypass these 
opportunities altogether. Growing 
opposition to the Illinois Quan-
tum & Microelectronics Park at the 
former U.S. Steel South Works site 
threatens the transformative proj-
ect. Meanwhile, Chicago Public 
Schools has demonstrated a trou-
bling willingness to yield to activist 
parent groups that are lobbying 
for delaying the use of generative 
AI in the district. The hesitation 
to deploy enterprise tools such as 
Google Gemini signals an alarming 
retreat from innovation.

A recent Community Over 
Quantum rally, during which 
Mayor Brandon Johnson spoke, 
devolved into political theater, 
with protesters shouting down 
economic development propos-
als and demanding the project be 
halted. The proposed park is not 
even a high-density AI data center, 
which has become the primary 
target of activists.

The park is designed as a 
research, development and 
advanced manufacturing campus 
on Chicago’s South Side. It is 
dedicated to quantum computing 
and microelectronics innovation, 
hosting anchor tenants such as 
PsiQuantum, research labs, testing 
equipment and cryogenic cooling 
infrastructure. It will also house 
premier federal and corporate 
initiatives, including the Defense 
Advanced Research Projects 
Agency-Illinois Quantum Proving 
Ground and an IBM innovation 
hub.

The park’s leadership has made 
it clear that the facility will not host 
standard server-farm data centers. 
Yet political opposition persists, 
driven largely by activists who do 
not live in the South Side neigh-
borhoods devastated by decades of 
manufacturing decline.

Beyond quantum research, 
Chicago possesses a distinct 
advantage for broader digital 
infrastructure: vast stretches of 
abandoned industrial property and 

freshwater access via Lake Mich-
igan. For more than half a century, 
the city has struggled to repurpose 
industrial land. The AI and cloud 
infrastructure sector requires large 
parcels, heavy industrial zoning 
and high-voltage electrical infra-
structure. Crucially, these facilities 
do not need to sit in trendy neigh-
borhoods.

Transforming Chicago into a 
hub for data centers and tech-
nology infrastructure should not 
require massive city or state subsi-
dies. Growing national scrutiny 
over power demands and taxpayer 
handouts has rightly shifted that 
policy landscape. Furthermore, 
much of the city’s South and West 
sides lie within federal Opportu-
nity Zones, offering significant 
private capital-gains tax incen-
tives, while federal brownfield 
programs assist with environ-
mental remediation. As policy 
analyst Jordan Powell noted in the 
Chicago Contrarian, selling speed, 
streamlined site approvals and 
zoning clarity is incentive enough 
to attract private investment with-
out spending a dime of taxpayer 
money.

As I argued previously, properly 
deployed AI can bring significant 
cost savings to school district oper-

ations by making real zero-based 
budgeting a reality and improving 
all aspects of school management. 
Most importantly, AI can signifi-
cantly expand teacher instruc-
tional support, increase active 
learning time and provide one-on-
one assistance at an affordable cost 
for each CPS student.

AI allows economically disad-
vantaged students to leapfrog 
historic infrastructural deficits 
while human-centered safe-
guards, data privacy protections 
and equitable access are main-
tained. Teacher union leadership 
and activists will resist these shifts 
to preserve legacy staffing models. 
But delaying AI in public schools 
will not stop children from using 
it.

It will simply guarantee that 
wealthy suburban kids with 
private tutors and paid AI 
subscriptions learn how to build 
with it.

When a school district chooses 
to wait and see, it isn’t playing it 
safe — it is actively widening the 
equity gap. Chicago’s students are 
not just competing against kids 
in Winnetka or Naperville; they 
are competing against students 
in Shanghai, Beijing, Tokyo and 
Singapore who leverage AI in 

their classrooms. How can CPS 
expect its graduates to compete 
globally if it refuses to give them 
the tools of the modern economy?

Chicago has a world-class insti-
tution ready to help CPS take full 
advantage of the AI revolution. At 
the University of Illinois Urba-
na-Champaign, the Gies Disrup-
tion Lab’s Contextual AI Avatar 
project has created a state-of-the-
art tool kit for enhancing educa-
tional support, as high school 
researcher and Chicago Rising 
founder Leo Fiascone, 17, recently 
highlighted in the Chicago 
Contrarian. It offers the equiva-
lent of a 24/7 AI assistant for every 
teacher and a personalized tutor 
for every child.

The Disruption Lab is not about 
replacing dedicated teachers. 
It is about equipping them with 
powerful tools so they can focus 
on mentorship, deep relationship 
building and targeted academic 
support.

Fiascone urges in his piece that 
CPS should formally adopt the 
Gies Disruption Lab as its primary 
innovation laboratory. A structural 
partnership between CPS and 
U. of I. would honor the historic 
land-grant mandate by deploying 
university research to solve the 

state’s most pressing urban chal-
lenge.

Skeptics once claimed the 
internet would never replace 
printed newspapers, that personal 
computers were unnecessary for 
the average home and that the 
automobile was a passing fad. In 
Chicago, traditionalists insisted 
that electronic trading platforms 
would never replace the floor pits 
of the financial exchanges.

For over five decades, Chicago 
has sought solutions for contam-
inated industrial land abandoned 
by manufacturing. Today, the tech-
nology sector offers a self-funding 
mechanism to remediate and rede-
velop those sites. Concurrently, AI 
presents the city with an actionable 
path to reform a struggling K-12 
system that consumes an ever-in-
creasing share of public resources 
while contributing to the exodus of 
middle-class families.

This is a once-in-a-generation 
economic and social opportunity 
Chicago must seize.

Paul Vallas is an adviser for the 
Illinois Policy Institute. He ran for 
Chicago mayor in 2023 and was 
previously budget director for the 
city and CEO of Chicago Public 
Schools.

Chicago and CPS cannot afford to  
bench themselves in the AI revolution

Members of Southside Together rally with Joliet residents and supporters on July 15 outside Chicago City Hall to oppose the quantum facility and 
data center under construction on the south lakefront. BRIAN CASSELLA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE
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Defying the
Slave Catchers
The Ballad of the Fugitive William
Parker
By Cristin O’Keefe Aptowicz
Simon & Schuster, 448 pages, $31

BOOKSHELF | By Charles Lane

Why Send a Child to Public School?

W hy home-school your
children? The ques-
tion should be

flipped. Why not continue the
schooling you started with
your children at birth? Is
there compelling evidence for
sending one’s child to institu-
tional school rather than con-
tinuing parent-directed, home-
based education?

Podcasters call home
schooling “trickle-down stu-
pidity,” and teachers unions
warn against it. But home
schooling has surged to more
than three million students
nationwide—roughly twice
the national Catholic-school
enrollment.

For most of history, home-
based education was normal.
Parents and other adults took
on the tasks of teaching chil-
dren language, morals, practi-
cal skills, religion, reading,
trades and habits needed for
adult life. Mass institutional

schooling is comparatively re-
cent. Yet today we treat it as
the default and ask home-
school parents to defend their
choice.

Why not reverse the burden
of proof? Our May systematic
review covers four decades of
home-school research. Fifteen
of 24 studies of academic
achievement—62%—reported
positive outcomes for home-
school students compared
with institutionally schooled
students. Sixteen of 25 stud-
ies—64%—on social and emo-
tional development found pos-
itive outcomes for the home
educated. Thirteen of 24 stud-
ies—54%—examining later
adult outcomes found positive
results. Most of the other
studies found no differences.

These studies don’t prove
home schooling causes every
advantage. It is difficult to
control for all variables. But
the evidence doesn’t support
the presumption that children
need institutional schooling

for sound academic or social
development.

Other evidence should also
raise questions. The 2024 Na-
tional Assessment of Educa-
tional Progress found about 7
in 10 eighth-grade public-
school students scored below
NAEP Proficient in mathemat-
ics and reading. Nearly 1 in 5

American 15-year-olds report
being bullied at least several
times a month, and 13% don’t
feel safe in hallways, cafete-
rias, restrooms or other places
at school. Research shows that
11.7% of Americans report ex-
periencing at least one form of
school-employee sexual mis-
conduct during K-12.

Consider what a caring, at-
tentive home-education envi-

ronment naturally makes pos-
sible: more adult-child
conversation; curriculum fit-
ted to a child’s strengths,
weaknesses and interests;
greater flexibility; more time
to read and pursue subjects
deeply; stronger family inter-
action; and more contact with
people of different ages.

We shouldn’t be surprised
children do well in such an en-
vironment. Parents have al-
ready spent years teaching
preschoolers to speak, ask
questions, count and under-
stand the world. Why would
we think that at age 5 this
process should stop?

If educators and policymak-
ers want children to receive
the best education possible,
they should treat home educa-
tion as the default option—not
an eccentric one. Why not
home-school?

Mr. Ray is president of the
National Home Education Re-
search Institute.

By Brian D. Ray

The common query
about home schooling
should be flipped.

OPINION

F our enslaved black men fled Edward Gorsuch’s Mary-
land farm in November 1849. Over the next 22 months
he hunted them like a man possessed. Finally, on

Sept. 11, 1851, an informer’s tip brought Gorsuch to a stone
house in Christiana, Pa., about 50 miles west of Philadel-
phia in Lancaster County. Some of the men had taken
refuge there, protected by William Parker, who had also
fled slavery in Maryland a dozen years earlier and estab-
lished a new life in Christiana.

Accompanied by a deputy U.S. marshal, Gorsuch sought
their arrest under the newly enacted Fugitive Slave Law. He

brandished two pistols and
declared, “I’ll have my property
or go to hell.”

If Gorsuch saw himself as an
irresistible force, Parker intended
to be an immovable object. Having
sworn never to be taken back to
slavery alive—or to let that hap-
pen to anyone else—he had orga-
nized an armed self-defense force
of black neighbors to fend off slave
catchers. Now, Parker dared Gor-
such to take his “property,”
announcing, “I intend to fight.”
Meanwhile, Parker’s wife blew a
horn to summon supporters from the

surrounding countryside; a large group of local residents
responded. Some were armed with guns, clubs or scythes.

The ensuing clash left Gorsuch dead, three of his white
companions seriously wounded—and both Parker and the
escapees from Gorsuch’s farm on the run. (Parker eventually
made it to Canada with assistance from Frederick Douglass.)

The Christiana battle has been narrated before, but
never more grippingly than in Cristin O’Keefe Aptowicz’s
“The Ballad of the Fugitive William Parker.” Ms. Aptowicz,
whose book “Dr. Mütter’s Marvels” (2014) explored the life
of an innovative Philadelphia physician, situates the show-
down in Christiana within the story of southeastern
Pennsylvania’s pre-Civil War free black community. Black
Pennsylvanians faced mob attacks and the loss of suffrage
rights after the state’s 1838 constitutional convention, but,
together with white Quakers, kept operating the Under-
ground Railroad. They rallied to the defense of those who
would face federal charges over the violence in Christiana.

Word of the bloodshed spread rapidly. Southern politicians
and newspapers demanded that the president, Millard Fill-
more, punish those responsible. Desperate to avoid secession,
Fillmore obliged, sending Marines and federal officers to
southeastern Pennsylvania. They rounded up more than two
dozen alleged perpetrators (four were white, the rest black)
of what became known as the Christiana Riot.

The plan was to try them all for treason—a crime punish-
able by death. The first defendant to be tried was Isaac
Castner Hanway, a white miller who had been at the scene,
and who had refused the deputy U.S. marshal’s order to tell
Parker’s armed black allies to disperse. “The colored people
have a right to defend themselves,” Hanway had replied. Pros-
ecutors believed that if they convicted Hanway they would
have an easier time getting juries to find the rest guilty.

In 1851, Supreme Court justices still “rode circuit,” travel-
ing the country to preside at federal trials. Justice Robert C.
Grier was assigned to the Christiana case, and he initially
seemed friendly to the prosecution. Ferocious cross-examina-
tion of witnesses by one of Hanway’s defense lawyers, the
abolitionist congressman Thaddeus Stevens, exposed the
weaknesses in the prosecution’s case. In the end, Grier
instructed the jury that the Fugitive Slave Law should be
obeyed but that individual resistance did not amount to trea-
son. The jury acquitted Hanway, forcing the government to
dismiss charges against the others it had arrested.

The trial generated a national sensation, and Ms.
Aptowicz effectively re-creates the courtroom drama,
though she errs in implying that Hanway’s lawyers strategi-
cally chose not to put him on the stand. Common-law rules
at the time forbade defendant testimony on the theory that
it was self-interested and thus unreliable. She aptly notes,
however, that the fierce defense of the fugitives in Christi-
ana was rooted in “decades of tenacious, ever-evolving anti-
slavery and Black rights efforts,” which had “spread out
across Philadelphia and rural southeastern Pennsylvania.”

Her account shows that the Fugitive Slave Law was both
morally wrong and a strategic error by the South. Esti-
mates by historians suggest that, at most, a few thousand
enslaved people fled north every year between 1800 and
1860—a tiny percentage of the total population held in slav-
ery (more than three million by 1850). Yet Southern
politicians had insisted there could be no Union-saving
Compromise of 1850 without the law, which forced every
citizen of the North to cooperate in returning black people
to bondage. This suddenly made slavery a personal issue
for Northern whites and “thrust the slavery debate back
into newspapers and pulpits,” Ms. Aptowicz observes. The
resulting revival of antislavery sentiment helped give rise
to the Republican Party in 1854.

The Fugitive Slave Law created a crisis for abolitionists
such as the Quakers, challenging their conviction that the
struggle against slavery must be nonviolent. But Parker was
no pacifist, and he was equipped to act accordingly. Tall,
powerfully built and eloquent, he quoted scripture as com-
petently as he wielded a firearm. He had been trained as a
prizefighter by his erstwhile enslaver, who put Parker in
the ring against other enslaved men, then wagered on the
outcome. In Lancaster County “Parker became almost
mythical,” Ms. Aptowicz writes, “a man who couldn’t be
threatened, frightened, or killed.” He became known for
fighting white men and leaving them “bleeding on the road
while he returned home untroubled to a fat dinner of duck
and apple cider.”

Ms. Aptowicz’s sympathetic portrait of the people who
stood their ground at Christiana bolsters recent reconsidera-
tion of their actions as resistance rather than a riot. Whether
such violence may be justified, even in a good cause, is a
matter still debated. But if anyone had a right to resort to it,
it was William Parker on that September morning in 1851.

Mr. Lane is the author of “Freedom’s Detective” and a non-
resident senior fellow at the American Enterprise Institute.

In 1851 a Maryland man pursued what he
thought to be his human property onto a
Pennsylvania farm. It would be his last act.

R eporting last week
should give Republicans
in toss-up races this fall

some sleepless nights.
First, the Atlantic reported

on a meeting in early August
between President Trump and
his political advisers on White
House messaging for the mid-
terms. According to people fa-
miliar with the gathering, the
president’s people told him, in
the magazine’s words, that
“the voting public still does
not know about many of his
accomplishments.”

The president’s response
was that since Democrats will
make November a referendum
on him anyway, the smart
thing was to run ads touting
his record. They’d be easy to
create. Just mine Mr. Trump’s
own on-camera statements,
the president reportedly sug-
gested. “Go look at the clips,”
he said. “I cite accomplish-
ments all the time.”

Then last Friday Fox News’s
senior White House correspon-
dent, Peter Doocy, reported he
was “hearing some whispers of
a ton of Trump travel in Octo-
ber, possibly as much as a
Trump rally a day” in competi-
tive states and districts. Mr.
Doocy admitted you don’t typi-
cally see such an active presi-
dential schedule, since mid-
terms “are historically very
hard for the president’s party.”

What could go wrong with a
rally a day and hundreds of
millions of dollars in ads in

Trump Sticks With a Losing Midterm Plan
battleground states featuring
Mr. Trump? A lot.

For starters, if your ap-
proval rating is low, making
the election even more about
you only helps the opposition.

Midterms are almost always
a choice for voters between
more of the same and change.
Mr. Trump has a 39.6% ap-
proval in the RealClearPolitics
average, with 56.9% disap-
proval. Plastering his face on
every screen in every toss-up
race will make the midterms
even more about him and tie

those candidates to an in-
tensely unpopular status quo.

A presidential rally a day in
the final month of the mid-
terms will have the same effect
but with an additional down-
side: Mr. Trump is never disci-
plined. He’ll have no script,
saying whatever comes to
mind. His crazy comments will
dominate the news, locally and
nationally. Republican candi-
dates will constantly have to
fend off questions about
whether they agree with his
latest insult or half-baked idea.
The narrative won’t be on any-
thing positive about them or
the GOP.

It would be far more sensi-

ble to put those candidates at
the forefront of Republican
ads—not Mr. Trump. They
should be the ones framing the
choice voters face. They could
share their views, values,
agendas and contrast them
with those of their opponents.
After all, it’s their fates voters
will decide.

Given all this, why is Team
Trump talking about giving
Democrats what they want and
making the president the face
of the GOP campaign this fall?

The answer: narcissism. Mr.
Trump believes that in 2024
“the beauty” was “that we won
by so much.” He thinks “the
mandate was massive,” the
biggest in “129 years in terms
of the overall mandate.”

Not so much. His popular-
vote margin was the fourth-
smallest in 60 years—and that
support has rapidly eroded.

White House politicos may
be thinking rallies and ads are
a winning ticket because Mr.
Trump’s pollster pegs the
president’s approval at 48%
with 48% disapproving, much
cheerier than RealClearPoli-
tics’ average, which last had
him at 48% in March 2025. If
the president’s pollster is right
and the electorate is evenly di-
vided, then energizing Mr.
Trump’s followers should be
good for a couple of points,
even if it juices the opposition
a little at the same time.

But could every other poll
really be wrong and this one
flattering survey correct?
That’s quite the bet to take

with control of Congress on
the line.

There’s an obvious better
path for Mr. Trump to help
GOP candidates: Act more
presidential and empty his su-
per PACs’ bank accounts.

The former requires taking
time to explain what he’s doing
in Iran and on the economy.
Whoever helps him fling Truth
Social messages out into the
ether on other subjects should
ask if each one helps Republi-
cans. If not, don’t hit send.

The latter is easier. As of
July 31, the president had
$403 million in his MAGA Inc.
PAC. That could erase the
spending advantage Demo-
crats have in critical contests
for the Senate and House. Ru-
mor is Mr. Trump wants to
save the money for his presi-
dential library. That would re-
ally irritate donors. The GOP
would be far better off if he
started spending that cash. It
would be better if he had al-
ready begun.

The White House is almost
too late. Republican candidates
are running out of time to
change the dynamics of the
midterms. Mr. Trump spending
his dollars featuring them,
while he focuses on his day
job, could still make a differ-
ence. Clock’s ticking.

Mr. Rove was senior adviser
and deputy chief of staff for
President George W. Bush and
is author of “The Triumph of
William McKinley” (Simon &
Schuster, 2015).

He reportedly wants
to run ads touting his
record, never mind
his unpopularity.

By Karl Rove

Inside the
Trump admin-
istration, be-
lief in the Is-
lamic Republic
of Iran as a
p e rmanen t
feature of geo-
political life
seems to have
come and
gone. Treasury

Secretary Scott Bessent, asked
Monday about the effects of
America’s economic pressure
campaign, remarked that Iran’s
collapse could happen “within
weeks or months.”

No one knows, but the ob-
servable facts don’t contradict
his guess. A country can’t sur-
vive long with a shrinking

economy, a worthless currency,
a disaffected citizenry and a
humiliated military. Last week
President Masoud Pezeshkian
spoke plainly of the country’s
moribund economy and earned
a rebuke from Supreme Leader
Mojtaba Khamenei. The block-
ade on Iran’s ports has caused a
severe fuel shortage, to which
the government in Tehran can
respond either by doing noth-
ing and further immiserating
an already restive population,
or by lifting restrictions on gas-
oline price hikes. The last time
gas prices shot upward, seven
years ago, protests erupted all
over the country and lasted
eight months.

But, Mr. Bessent said, “the
economy doesn’t have to col-

Regime Change Returns—Again
lapse. We just have to have the
regime come to their senses.”
A politic thing to say, maybe,
but Iran’s rulers won’t come to
their senses for the same rea-
son Saddam Hussein in 2003
couldn’t admit he had no
weapons of mass destruction.
Rational behavior in the West
can look more like shame and
dishonor in the Middle East.
The regime does, in fact, have
to collapse if the Treasury sec-
retary and his boss hope to call
the war a success without be-
ing laughed at. Regime change
or failure—pick one.

President Trump knows
this. Which is why, despite all
his boasts and threats and mi-
graine-inducing equivocations,
he hasn’t done what everybody
thought he would do: let Iran
keep its bogus sovereignty
over the Strait of Hormuz and
call the whole thing a win be-
cause its military and nuclear
program lie in ruins. You can
credit the regime’s incorrigi-
bility for that outcome, too,
but the fact remains: Mr.
Trump might have settled for a
de facto loss and hasn’t.

For six months the expert
class has predicted global ca-
tastrophe caused by Mr.
Trump’s decision to go to war.
The war remains unpopular,
and Republicans would rather
talk about anything else. Me-
dia reports about weapons
shortages and grumbling mili-
tary commanders—some of
them hyped and plainly meant
to embarrass the administra-
tion—make an easy exit look
more attractive all the time.
Yet Mr. Trump hasn’t taken it.

He has detested Iran’s lead-
ership for decades, but the re-
gime has lately given him an-
other, more potent reason to
finish it off. Iran-linked would-
be assassins have made at least

two attempts on the president’s
life. At the weeklong funeral of
Ali Khamenei, Iran’s previous
supreme leader, regime toadies
waved signs offering monetary
rewards for Mr. Trump’s life.
Last week brought news that
Iranian state media broadcast a
three-minute video offering $10
million for the life of his youn-
gest son, Barron, and purport-
ing to divulge his usual where-
abouts. Other state-linked
media have advocated the tar-
geting of First Lady Melania
Trump and the president’s
daughter Ivanka.

Mr. Trump will leave office
in 2029, but Iran’s calls for vi-
olence against him and his
family won’t expire then.
Thirty-three years passed be-
tween Ayatollah Ruhollah Kho-
meini’s pronouncement of a
death sentence on Salman
Rushdie for his novel “The Sa-
tanic Verses” and an attempt
to carry it out by an American-
born Islamist. Tehran claimed
it had no knowledge of the
would-be killer’s doings, but it
celebrated Mr. Rushdie’s near-
fatal injury all the same.

Hatred of this sort doesn’t
mellow. As long as the revolu-

tion begun in 1979 endures, its
bloodlust will, too. Barack
Obama’s mistake was to be-
lieve otherwise.

Apart from military strikes
and the blockade, Mr. Trump
could use the resource he al-
ways has aplenty: words. When
the war began, the president
spoke directly to Iran’s down-
trodden. “The hour of your free-
dom is at hand,” he said in pre-
pared remarks the day
Operation Epic Fury began.
“Stay sheltered, don’t leave
your home. It’s very dangerous
outside. . . . When we are fin-
ished, take over your govern-
ment. It will be yours to take.
This will be, probably, your only
chance for generations.”

When the government
didn’t collapse, the ever-undis-
ciplined Mr. Trump indulged
his appetite for showmanship
and big-shot deal-making. That
almost certainly discouraged
any attempt to revolt. Anyway
all the flirtations and memo-
randa came to nothing, as
foreseen in these pages and
elsewhere. Now, with an angry
population and a government
deprived of money, a bit of
Reaganesque rhetoric might
have a powerful effect.

And shelve the objection
that Iran aggressively censors
what its citizens can view on-
line. If Ronald Reagan’s anti-
communist speeches found
their way into the dark cells of
Siberian gulags, Mr. Trump
can speak to the Islamic Re-
public’s domestic foes and
know he’ll be heard. “How dif-
ficult it is,” wrote the great
Polish poet and dissident Cze-
slaw Milosz (1911-2004), “for
totalitarian systems to combat
the word, which slips over bor-
ders more rapidly and more ef-
fectively than people on the
outside imagine.”

Trump might have
taken an easy exit and
called it a victory. He
didn’t do that. Why?

UNRULY
REPUBLIC
By Barton
Swaim

Iran’s Masoud Pezeshkian
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Aluminum Tariffs Harm U.S. Manufacturers
Your editorial “The Metals Lobby’s

Big Steal” (Aug. 26) gets the diagno-
sis right and the prescription wrong.
You correctly state that tariffs add to
the cost of aluminum. The tariff costs
are wrapped into the Midwest Pre-
mium price, an aluminum market-
clearing price for every ton of alumi-
num sold in the U.S.

The American Aluminum Alliance
represents domestic downstream
manufacturers. Our U.S. employees
turn bare metal into products like
aircraft components, fencing, win-
dows, accessibility ramps, truck bod-
ies, solar racking and thousands of
other products. We are on the receiv-
ing end of the tariff costs, which we
can’t avoid even if we purchase from
a domestic smelter.

Tariffs on primary aluminum won’t
build a single smelter in the U.S.
Electricity in the U.S. costs up to four
times more than the rates smelters
pay in some other countries, includ-
ing Canada. Without securing long-
term, competitive electricity, building
and operating a new smelter in the
U.S. isn’t economically feasible—a
fact the primary tariffs can’t fix.

A tariff on derivative aluminum
products, on the other hand, is essen-
tial to protect domestic manufacturers
from foreign competitors who benefit
from cheap electricity. Taxing raw alu-
minum while ignoring derivative prod-
ucts only encourages the downstream
fabrication industry to offshore.

The U.S. needs affordable electric-

ity to make domestic smelters eco-
nomically viable, and enforcement on
derivative aluminum goods to sup-
port the 870,000 U.S. jobs in the
downstream aluminum sector.

JOE DONOVAN
Executive director

American Aluminum Alliance
Washington

Your editorial is right that U.S.
businesses and manufacturers are
paying too much for aluminum. But
you overlook an important part of the
story: the Midwest Premium.

The Midwest Premium, a surcharge
added to the cost of primary alumi-
num, has increased more than 300%
over the past three years and reached
an all-time high this year. That is due
in part to the imposition of import
duties on aluminum sold in the U.S.,
even when that aluminum is pro-
duced or recycled here at home. Buy-
ers pay this premium on aluminum
every time it is recycled and reused.

For manufacturers reliant on do-
mestic recycled aluminum, like the
beer industry, this effectively requires
U.S. businesses to pay a tariff on re-
cycled metal that never crosses a bor-
der. This punishes companies for us-
ing recycled metal already circulating
through our domestic supply chain.
It’s time to end the recycling penalty.

BRIAN CRAWFORD
President and CEO, Beer Institute

Washington
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The Food Stamp Reform Is Working

S orry to be the bearer of good news in
these ill-tempered times, but fewer
Americans are using food stamps. The

main reason is that Congress’s
reforms last year are causing
states to police the rolls for
abuse as they should have long
ago.

Food-stamp enrollment fell
to 36.6 million from 42.3 mil-
lion betweenMay 2025 andMay 2026, accord-
ing to newU.S. Department of Agriculture data.
Enrollment has returned to pre-pandemic lev-
els, though it’s still higher as a share of the pop-
ulation (10.7%) than it was two decades ago
(8.9%).

Nearly half of states registered enrollment
declines greater than 10%, including Connecti-
cut (15.7%), Indiana (15.8%), Texas (16.6%), Utah
and Illinois (16.7%), Oklahoma (19.6%), Louisi-
ana (21.5%), Florida (22.2%), Nevada (23.1%),
Georgia (36.5%) and Arizona (53.8%).

As always, the political left is spinning these
declines as a human tragedy. Not so. Republi-
cans havemerely ended the literal free lunch for
able-bodied beneficiaries and states.

TheGOP’s 2025 budget expanded food-stamp
work requirements for able-bodied adults to
ages 55 to 64 and parentswith children over age
13, and it eliminated exemptions for veterans
and homeless. It also closed a loophole that had
let 15 states suspendwork requirements owing
to “insufficient jobs.”

Amajor reform goal was to encouragework
and to stop enabling the homelesswith drug ad-
dictions who resist treatment. The regrettable
reality is that food stamps are fungible, giving
addicts more money to spend on drugs.

The reform also generally required states
with payment error rates at or above 6%—
roughly the average before the pandemic—to
pay an increasing share of benefits (between 5%
and 15%). Error rates climbed during the pan-
demic and averaged 10.6% across all states last
year. The point of reform is to give states a fi-
nancial incentive to verify incomes and eligibil-
ity.

While the left claims errors are administra-
tive lapses that can’t be helped, this doesn’t ex-
plainwhy overpayments are seven times larger

than underpayments.When the feds footed the
entire bill, the political incentive for states was
to expand enrollment and boost payments, even

if it meant some people re-
ceived benefits they shouldn’t
have.

Now that states have skin in
the game, they are doingmore
due diligence. Food stamps are
on track to cost $85.7 billion

this fiscal year, far less than the $100 billion the
Congressional Budget Office projected in its
baseline budget in February and the $107 billion
forecasted in January 2025. That’s a 20% de-
cline in the program’s baseline.

CBO tends to undershoot the cost of entitle-
ment expansions by discounting how financial
incentives affect behavior. In this case, CBO ap-
pears to have underestimated savings from the
GOP reforms for the same reasons.Memo toRe-
publicans in Congress: Ending incentives that
turbocharge spending is the easiest way to slim
entitlements.

Republicans last summer also imposedwork
requirements onworking-age, able-bodiedMed-
icaid beneficiaries and limited a scheme that
states use to laundermore federal funds. It was
a good start, but states still have little incentive
to attack abuse and fraud since they receive
moremoney from the feds themore they spend.

Congress ought to reduce the 90% federal
payment match for the ObamaCare expansion
population on Medicaid, which encourages
states to spend more on healthy working-age
adults than on the disabled. How about banning
federal waivers that let states cover non-medi-
cal benefits that are especially vulnerable to
fraud, like housing and in-home chefs?

The feds operatemore than a dozen food as-
sistance programs, which provide grocery
money for new parents and their toddlers, as
well as free school breakfasts and lunches for
lower-income children. Some states provide
free schoolmeals for all children. If stateswant
to boost food assistancewith their own tax dol-
lars, they can.

Washington’swelfare buffet is fiscally unsus-
tainable and promotes dependency. The GOP’s
food stamp results show reform can succeed if
lawmakers have the political will.

Spending is 20% below
forecast as states police
their rolls for abuse.

Defunding the U.S. Military

A nother round of press leaks is warning
that the U.S. military arsenal is in dire
straits, and the Trump Administration

is vowing to prosecute the
leakers. But this news
wouldn’t be so damaging if
President Trump and Con-
gress were fighting harder
against Democrats to address
U.S. shortfalls in naval power
and ammunition.

The stories that U.S. military commanders
oppose further action in Iran should be viewed
warily. They are selectively released with mal-
ice aforethought to constrain Mr. Trump’s op-
tions in Iran, and you can bet the regime in
Tehran is reading.

But the costs to U.S. military readiness are
compounding in the Middle East, and Wash-
ington isn’t paying the bills. The U.S. naval
blockade of Iran is a long play to squeeze the
regime, and it’s the best option if the Presi-
dent is reluctant to re-engage militarily. Yet
the Navy’s top officer told the press recently
that the fleet is $6 billion to $8 billion short
of what it needs to operate this fiscal year ow-
ing to the costs of the Iran conflict.

The Trump Administration has asked Con-
gress for $67 billion in supplemental Penta-
gon funding, but Democrats are blocking it.
Meanwhile, the President’s proposed $1.5
trillion defense budget for next year relies
on Republicans passing $350 billion of it
through the reconciliation process with only
GOP votes.

That money is supposed to expand under-
lying U.S. power, instead of refilling gas
tanks and operations accounts. For example:

military planners have warned for years that
U.S. forces lack air cover for a long war with
China or Russia—a warning borne out as the

U.S. fired half of its Patriot
interceptors within weeks in
Iran.

The Pentagon wants 3,200
advanced Patriot intercep-
tors next year, an increase
Joe Biden should have or-

dered after Vladimir Putin invaded Ukraine.
Yet about 2,900 of those 3,200 are ear-
marked for a reconciliation bill that so far
hasn’t appeared. Ditto for tens of billions for
other munitions.

Also at risk is money for the Pentagon’s
drone dominance program and homeland mis-
sile defense. The President asked for about $17
billion for his Golden Dome air defense next
year, nearly all in reconciliation. “If they don’t
figure it out,” Gen. Michael Guetlein said this
summer, “there is no Golden Dome.”

These are supposedly presidential priori-
ties, and Republicans still control Congress,
or so we’ve been led to believe. Yet around
Washington the word is that the defense
money has no chance until the lame-duck ses-
sion—and maybe not then. Color us skeptical
the GOP will rally after an electoral drubbing.
The better answer is for Republicans to pass
as much of this funding as possible in one
budget bill before the elections.

The Ukraine war appears to be entering an
ugly new phase, and the U.S. had to divert its
forward-deployed Pacific carrier to the Middle
East. On present trend Congress is defunding
the military, and Republicans should be mak-
ing Democrats pay a political price for it.

Congress and the White
House are making little
effort to fund defense.

New York’s Climate Law Flops in Court

T he progressive government raid on fos-
sil-fuel producers hit a roadblock this
week, with a federal judge striking

down a New York law that
would make companies pay
reparations for their world-
wide CO2 emissions. Sorry,
climate change doesn’t let
states ignore the Constitution.

Democrats in Albany in
2024 passed a law that required fossil-fuel com-
panies to cough up $75 billion to compensate
for alleged damage from their CO2 emissions.
“This landmark legislation shifts the cost of cli-
mate adaptation from everyday New Yorkers to
the fossil fuel companies most responsible for
the pollution,” Gov. Kathy Hochul’s office said
at the time.

Under the law, the state apportions liability
among three dozen or so companies that sold
fossil fuels in the state based on their estimated
contribution to global CO2 emissions dating to
2000. This amounted to a giant tax on the com-
panies—many of which don’t operate in New
York—their customers and shareholders.

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce, fossil-fuel
producers and 22 states sued, arguing that the
tax intrudes on federal authority, violates the
Constitution’s Commerce Clause and is pre-
empted by the federal Clean Air Act. Federal

Judge Brenda Sannes, a Barack Obama appoin-
tee, more or less agreed. NewYork’s Climate Act
is “‘simply beyond the limits of state law,’” she

wrote.
In instances of “‘interstate

and international disputes im-
plicating the conflicting rights
of States or our relations with
foreign nations . . . our federal
system does not permit the

controversy to be resolved under state law,’”
she explained, citing Supreme Court prece-
dents. Climate change is a issue that involves
all 50 states and foreign countries.

Her opinion draws on the Second Circuit
Court of Appeals ruling in 2021 that dismissed
a lawsuit by New York City that sought to hold
fossil-fuel producers liable for CO2 emissions.
“There is very little daylight left to distinguish
the Climate Act from the common-law claims
in City of New York,” she wrote.

The judge’s ruling is a welcome rebuke to
politicians who are hoping to pillage energy
producers. The Supreme Court next month will
have an opportunity to shut down these raids
when it hears arguments in Suncor Energy v.
County Commissioners of Boulder,which con-
cerns whether federal law pre-empts state law
claims for damages from CO2 emissions. The
Justices can’t rule soon enough.

Albany’s raid on
fossil-fuel firms is
unconstitutional.
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Medicare’s Below Market Reimbursements
It’s sad, but not surprising, that

many Medicare beneficiaries have to
wait longer than those with private
insurance to receive cancer treatment
(“Dying for Medicare for All,” Review
& Outlook, Aug. 28).

Medicare reimbursement hasn’t
kept up with the market, essentially
leaving commercial insurers to subsi-
dize Medicare and Medicaid. Medi-
care’s chronic underpayments are akin
to arbitrary, socialist-style price con-
trols that lead to care rationing, or in
this case seemingly giving priority to
those with private health plans.

Relatedly, when adjusted for prac-
tice-cost inflation, Medicare physician
payments have dropped 33% over the
past 25 years, according to the Amer-
ican Medical Association. Compound-
ing Medicare cuts have forced many
physicians to opt out of independent
practice, sell to larger institutions or
retire early. Many physicians have
stopped accepting new patients with
certain Medicare plans, exacerbating

the healthcare access crisis.
It’s little wonder that Americans

are frustrated by long wait times and
worse health outcomes. Look around
the world at failing healthcare sys-
tems in Canada, Germany and the
United Kingdom, to name a few egre-
gious examples. The U.S. isn’t far be-
hind if Congress doesn’t right the
ship. Failure to link payments to in-
flation has only hastened the decline
of our healthcare system and added
fuel to the “Medicare for All” fire
that progressives champion, putting
our seniors at the back of the line.

Without ensuring Medicare reim-
bursement that mirrors reality, pa-
tients will soon learn the hard way
that Medicare for All means health-
care for no one. Take note, Congress:
Worse delays in care, longer lines and
more access problems lurk ahead if
we don’t fix the system now.

TERRY WILCOX
CEO, Patients Rising

Vienna, Va.

Hands Off the Free Market, Mr. Vice President
Regarding Andrew Langer’s op-ed

“What JD Vance Gets Wrong About
Hamilton” (Aug. 28): Vice President JD
Vance is mistaken: It isn’t necessary
for the government to provide a
framework for functional free markets.
Adam Smith’s invisible hand does that,
along with contractual law and the in-
herent principle of fair play, whether
prompted by religion or ethics.

John Adams warned in 1798 that
republican government couldn’t sur-
vive merely through political institu-
tions; it required moral character. He
wrote: “Our Constitution was made
only for a moral and religious peo-

ple. It is wholly inadequate to the
government of any other.”

Hands off the free market, please,
Mr. Vice President; you have strayed
too far from bedrock conservatism.
The religious, moral and ethical prin-
ciples that you feel need to be man-
dated have existed for millennia.

MAJ. JOE SIEGEL, USAF (RET.)
Fox Island, Wash.

Pepper ...
And Salt

More Paths to Practice Law
Regarding your editorial “Busting

the ABA’s Accreditation Monopoly”
(Aug. 29): Kudos to the states that are
waking up to the protectionist hold the
American Bar Association has over at-
torney-licensing regimes. For myriad
reasons, including access-to-justice
gaps in rural America, more pathways
to the legal profession are needed. If
state licensing boards loosen the grip
that ABA accreditation has enjoyed for
decades, innovative and technologi-
cally driven market entrants will cre-
ate modern curricula that better re-
flect what the practice of law entails.
The time and money it takes to gain a
bar-exam-eligible legal education
would decrease, and the legal profes-
sion would become more accessible to
all students, particularly nontraditional
students and those of limited financial
means. If the ABA deserves a monop-
oly on accreditation, then it should
have no objection to proving it in a
competitive market.

DREW THORNLEY, J.D.
Associate professor of legal studies
Stephen F. Austin State University

Nacogdoches, Texas

Trump’s Policy on Venezuela
Could Entrench an Oligarchy

Your editorial “Trump Takes the
Oil in Venezuela” (Aug. 31) invokes
“The Godfather Part II.” History of-
fers a more persuasive analogy. Rus-
sia’s loans-for-shares program trans-
ferred strategic assets to political
cronies and entrenched an oligarchic
political economy.

President Trump’s billet-doux to Ms.
Rodríguez risks repeating that mistake
in Venezuela. If Washington under-
writes safe passage for the Chavista
old guard by converting privileged ac-
cess into clean title to the command-
ing heights, then elections, when and if
they happen, will constitute at best a
Potemkin democratic transition.
Chavismo’s political monopoly may be-
gin to fade, but its economic power
will remain firmly entrenched.

Venezuela needs American invest-
ment. It doesn’t need a U.S.-backed
oligarchy reigning over Caracas.

MARTÍN RODRÍGUEZ Y RODRÍGUEZ
Washington

CORRECTION

Canada’s Industry Minister Mélanie
Joly has said in reference to tariffs:
“We’re also targeting products that will
target states in the U.S., and so we’re
being wise and strategic to put political
pressure.” The Aug. 31 Americas column
misattributed a comment to this effect.
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‘W e’re an 11-carrier
Navy in a 15-car-
rier world,” Rear
Adm. Thomas
Moore said in

2013. Since then the conversation
has shifted to the power of drones
and the vulnerabilities of carriers
and other big assets. Meanwhile, fac-
tions of both political parties think
America should spend less on war-
ships and more on income redistri-
bution.

The U.S. is dangerously short on
core naval combat power, yet its un-
dercapitalized carrier fleet remains
the envy of its enemies. The exhaust-
ing combination of heavy demands
and a shrinking fleet is producing
longer deployments—and wearing
out crews and capital assets. The
press blames President Trump and
his “war of choice” in Iran for what
is a much larger crisis.

The USS Abraham Lincoln spent
more than 200 consecutive days at
sea without a stop in port. The presi-
dent’s decision to strike Iran epito-
mizes the kind of national-security
interest that warrants an extended
deployment. Reports about food and
conditions on ship don’t grapple
with the challenges of ferrying fresh
lettuce into a combat zone.

The Navy has long struggled to
stick to a 180-day deployment stan-
dard, which helps a carrier to reach
maintenance yards on time and be
made ready for its next assignment.
Take your pick: The USS Eisenhower
left in 2023 for 275 days; the USS
Truman departed in 2024 for more
than 250 days. Chief of Naval Opera-

Underinvestment has led
to long deployments, a
pilot shortage and strains
on ship maintenance.

California’s Pro-Business Wealth Tax Proposition

C alifornians will vote on Propo-
sition 40 in November. If it
passes, it will establish a one-

time 5% wealth tax on California’s
billionaires, who have accumulated
more than $2 trillion combined. The
tax will deliver up to $100 billion to
a 2026 Billionaire Tax Reserve Fund.
Ninety percent of the revenue is ear-
marked for healthcare, the rest for
education and food assistance.

The immediate impetus for the
billionaire tax is the One Big Beauti-
ful Bill Act of 2025, which gave ex-
travagant tax cuts to wealthy Ameri-
cans and initiated severe federal
Medicaid cuts—expected to exceed
$1 trillion over the next decade. The
loss of Medicaid funding will ad-
versely affect millions of Califor-
nians, including children.

To put this in perspective: The
wealth of California’s billionaires is
equivalent to about half the state’s
gross domestic product. So Proposi-
tion 40 would require California’s
wealthiest citizens to devote a small
share of their vast holdings to ad-
dress the urgent needs of their fel-
low citizens. Basic fairness—indeed,
simple decency—recommends sup-
port for the tax.

Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang, who
could owe roughly $8 billion, said

when asked about the proposed tax:
“We chose to live in Silicon Valley,
and whatever taxes I guess they
would like to apply, so be it. I’m per-
fectly fine with it.”

Some critics have observed that a
few founders who are paper billion-
aires will be unable to pay the tax
because their wealth is locked up in
shares they can’t sell. This is a genu-
ine problem that Proposition 40’s
provision on deferred tax payments
aims to address.

Louder voices have condemned
the initiative completely. They say
that Proposition 40 and similar mea-
sures, such as the national wealth
tax I have sponsored with Sen. Ber-
nie Sanders, are antibusiness. Taxing
billionaire wealth, they say, will do
serious economic damage by killing
the incentives of innovators.

This criticism is fundamentally
misguided.

Let’s look back at the 1950s. The
U.S. economy was innovating and
growing rapidly. The top federal cor-
porate rate in 1955 was 52% and the
top individual marginal rate was
91%, compared with 21% and 37%
now. Even if the wealthiest Ameri-
cans didn’t pay those rates, their ef-
fective rates were well above current
levels.

Critics who think taxes will deter
entrepreneurship misunderstand the

motivations of innovators. Dario
Amodei, Beyoncé, Tim Cook, Jensen
Huang, Sundar Pichai and Steven
Spielberg are all billionaires. Would
any of them really have worked less
or with diminished creativity if they
had expected higher taxes and a lit-
tle less wealth?

The wealth tax won’t kneecap
those with a burning passion to
leave their mark on the world. More
than that, it has strong pro-business
elements.

Daron Acemoglu, Simon Johnson
and James A. Robinson won the
2024 Nobel Prize in economics for
their work on why some societies
generate sustained innovation while
others fail. Their answer contrasts
inclusive and extractive institutions.
Inclusive institutions work by com-
bining secure property rights and
rule of law with broad opportunities
for economic participation and lim-
its on elite extraction. Extractive in-
stitutions allow powerful groups to

remain in control and hoard re-
sources. Once economic power
translates into political power, the
creative destruction and new firms
that lasting innovation needs get
starved and smothered.

In 2008, billionaires accounted for
0.3% of political spending; by 2024,
they accounted for 19%. Jeff Bezos
owns the Washington Post, Elon
Musk owns X, and David Ellison is
running CBS News. The dangers that
Messrs. Acemoglu, Johnson and Rob-
inson identify are real and growing
threats. A wealth tax can help by dis-
persing economic and political
power, protecting both the market
economy and democracy.

Even if the tax imposes some effi-
ciency costs, we need to consider the
return on what its revenue finances.
Spending on health and education is
good both for the person who re-
ceives care and schooling and for the
economy.

Nobel laureate Gary Becker, from
whom I learned at the University of
Chicago, argued the fundamental
point 60 years ago in “Investment in
Human Capital: A Theoretical Analy-
sis.” Expenditures on education and
healthcare—especially for children—
are investments in human capital.
These investments have positive re-
turns for the individual and the
broader society. In a digital economy,

these investments are more impor-
tant than ever. Nvidia works in Sili-
con Valley, Mr. Huang said, “because
that’s where the talent pool is.” In-
vestments in human capital help re-
plenish that pool.

The evidence on economic bene-
fits from Medicaid is clear. Accord-
ing to a 2023 report from the Con-
gressional Budget Office, “Medicaid
enrollment during childhood has
been shown to increase earnings in
adulthood. Those higher earnings
imply greater tax revenues and lower
transfer payments by the federal
government in the future.” Under
reasonable assumptions, the report
estimates that these long-run fiscal
gains could offset half or more of the
initial cost.

A vote to tax billionaires to fund
healthcare and education is a vote
for fairness and decency. The moral
case is clear. But Proposition 40 is
also a pro-business measure: It sup-
ports a healthier and better-edu-
cated workforce that will deliver
economic benefits for all. And like
other wealth taxes, it prevents con-
centration and supports a competi-
tive market economy that can deliver
on a promise of shared prosperity.

Mr. Khanna, a Democrat, repre-
sents California’s 17th Congressional
District.

By Ro Khanna

By funding healthcare and
education, it would invest
in the human capital that
companies need to thrive.

The Navy’s Overstretched Carrier Fleet
tions Adm. Daryl Caudle
made news in January
when he said he would
oppose extending the USS
Gerald Ford’s deployment,
owing to the cascading
consequences for mainte-
nance and crew.

“People want to have
some type of certainty
that they’re going to do
a seven-month deploy-
ment,” Adm. Caudle said.
But the Trump adminis-
tration sent the carrier
to the Middle East, and
the Ford returned home
in May after 326 days
deployed.

A real worry is that
service members return
from a grueling and un-
predictable deployment
and decide to seek other
work. Strike-fighter pilots
are the scarcest asset in a
carrier strike group. It
takes years and millions
of dollars to train them.

Lt. Cmdr. Brian Hall warned this
summer of a retention crisis among
midcareer fighter pilots. The Navy in
2025 needed 52 “department heads,”
who are 30-something pilots on their
way to making commanding officer.
But only 31 accepted orders, accord-
ing to Cmdr. Hall’s internal data, and
roughly half of those had transferred
from other aircraft and were less ex-
perienced. So many pilots are mov-
ing on that the Navy has to promote
officers it otherwise wouldn’t.

The toll is evident in a bevy of ac-
cident reports in recent years. When
an arresting wire that catches land-
ing planes snapped aboard the
Eisenhower in 2023, the “air depart-
ment was postured for human error
due to the aggregated effects of
combat operational tempo, chronic
manning shortfalls, and substandard
leadership in areas of the air depart-
ment,” a Navy accident report said.

About 18 months later, when an-
other arresting wire failed on the

Truman, the Navy investigation
listed “high operational tempo and
inadequate manning” as a “causal
factor.” The Truman on the same de-
ployment careened into a civilian
ship, generating another report,
which mentions issues such as ship
watch standers “in a two-section ro-
tation with only 60% manning, lead-
ing to excessive fatigue.”

The ships are as tired as the per-
sonnel. Longer deployments mean
carriers require more maintenance.
And as the USS Nimitz floats past its
2025 planned retirement, the fleet
could shrink below the 11-carrier
floor prescribed by Congress.

Much has been written recently
about the silliness of the Trump ad-
ministration’s attempt to rip electro-
magnetic aircraft catapults out of
new Ford-class carriers, and it’s true
the new tech can launch more air-
craft than older steam iterations. But
the administration is arguing that
new Ford carriers are too complex to
build and producing an untenable

status quo: The U.S. soon will retire
a carrier every few years while
struggling to add a single carrier
each decade.

There are no cheap solutions for
this problem, which remains intrac-
table so long as the U.S. spends only
3% of gross domestic product on na-
tional defense, a modern low. Re-
lated expenses include expanding the
Navy’s fleet so other ships can pick
up more missions, recruiting and re-
taining a much larger force of sailors
and pilots, expanding underlying
ship maintenance capacity, and ex-
tending the life of more Nimitz-class
carriers.

Many administrations have tried
and failed to deal with this supply-
side problem by reducing demand
for naval assets, which means com-
promising on global interests. A car-
rier fleet looking weary after mere
weeks of battle against America’s
third-biggest adversary in Iran isn’t
prepared for deterring China and
Russia.

It is fantasy to imagine
new technology can fully
compensate for profound
deficits in the U.S. fleet,
when the organizing
threat for the American
military is a protracted
air and naval war against
China in the vast Western
Pacific.

The usual rap on carri-
ers is that they’re vulner-
able to long-range Chi-
nese missiles. Unmanned
assets and longer-range
weapons, including hy-
personics, are indeed es-
sential to improve the
carrier’s reach. But as
Adm. Sam Paparo, U.S.
Pacific commander, has
said, the reason the Chi-
nese are working to strike
the carrier’s mobile air-
field is because they’ve
already figured out how
to target everything on
land.

The carrier “is not more uniquely
vulnerable to the PRC,” as Adm. Pap-
aro told Congress. “It is more
uniquely threatening to the PRC,
which is why they are working so
hard to strike it.” The carrier is not
a sitting duck “but a moving duck
with the ability to defend itself.”

The USS Abraham Lincoln will
soon return from its deployment. Ex-
pect many homecoming speeches
about an excellent performance in
Iran. The crew deserves the valedic-
tory. But behind the celebrations is a
warning that a crucial element of
U.S. national power is in trouble.
President Trump could do worse
than attend the homecoming and
vow to spend the last two-plus years
of his presidency passing and sus-
taining his $1.5 trillion defense bud-
get. He has few better legacy causes
than making sure the fleet is ready,
and today it isn’t.

Mrs. Odell is a member of the
Journal’s editorial board.

By Kate B. Odell
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The USS Abraham Lincoln during Operation Epic Fury in the Arabian Sea.
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What Is Canada, Other Than the Un-America?

I t’s a strange time to have a mas-
ter’s degree in Canadian studies.
But with Prime Minister Mark

Carney angrily trying to give Presi-
dent Trump a taste of his own medi-
cine, my moment as a Canada ob-
server has come. When I finished
my studies, the mere existence of
the discipline at a major American
university was a punch line for ev-
eryone I knew. It’s still a punch line,
but it isn’t as funny anymore: Over
the past 15 years, Canada has grown
poorer, more divided (with two ac-
tive separatist movements, in Que-

bec and Alberta) and less confident
in its own identity.

While it’s easy to pin the blame
on Mr. Trump’s adventurism, it’s
much harder to hold up a mirror to
Canada’s perpetual problem: its
weakness for defining itself in con-
trast to America. Mr. Carney’s smug
statesmanship and focus on virtue
signaling over substance makes
matters worse. Boosters say this
new round of tit-for-tat tariffing and
flag waving might make Canada feel
more united, but united in what?

Like Democrats who are incapa-
ble of working with the Trump ad-
ministration on anything, even if it

benefits their constituents, many
Canadians aren’t thinking about
what this huffing and puffing means
for them and what a true rupture in
trade would do to their country.

A range of recent surveys con-
ducted by serious polling firms found
that Canadians overall believe Amer-
ica is a greater threat to the world
than China or Russia. According to
Pew Research, the number of Canadi-
ans holding an unfavorable view of
the U.S. has gone from 26% in 2015
to 64% in 2025—the same period in
which Russia invaded its neighbor
and Canada’s Parliament formally ac-
cused China of genocide.

The same Pew study showed that
unfavorable views toward the U.S.
went from 26% to 42% during the
George W. Bush presidency, drop-
ping back to 28% after Barack
Obama was elected. Then it shot
from 26% in 2016 to 62% by 2020,
aligning neatly with the years of the
first Trump administration. So in 25
years Canadians have gone from be-
ing broadly happy with America
during Democratic administrations
to ready to file for divorce when Re-
publicans are elected.

This unhappy marriage goes back
centuries. Between 1800 and 1825,
the U.S. clashed with Britain over its
northern frontier and famously in-
vaded British Canada during the
War of 1812. Canada’s history is a
pendulum of violent rejection, reluc-
tant acceptance, begrudging conde-

scension and resigned cohabitation
with America. Almost all of Canada’s
major moments of national unity
were born out of rejection of, or
protection from, American power—
from its conception by the British as
a consolation prize in North Amer-
ica to its “independence” from the
crown after Britain ran scared at the

end of the American Civil War. Un-
like America, which fought and won
its independence, in Canada France
lost to England, and England lost to
itself, making the country in many
ways a much less intentional politi-
cal construction than the U.S.

Its coasts were settled separately,
unlike the broad settler-driven west-
ern expansion of America’s manifest
destiny. As a result, Canada’s econ-
omy and society are poorly inte-
grated between provinces, with a ma-
jority of Canada’s trade crossing the
border north-south, versus east-west
across its own national market.

The result is that too many Cana-
dians spend too much energy iden-
tifying a diminishing number of
ways to differentiate themselves

from Americans. When a Canadian
puts a maple leaf flag on his back-
pack, he isn’t simply saying, “I love
Canada”; he’s also saying, “Don’t
confuse me for an American, bud.”
Most Americans spend no energy
thinking about how they’re different
from Canada.

Many of the special things Cana-
dians cherish, we can also count as
our own, from maple trees in Ver-
mont to gold medals in Olympic
hockey, from Alexander Graham Bell
to Catherine O’Hara. Canada doesn’t
have its own telephone country
code. Someone in Vancouver is dif-
ferent from someone in Miami, but
in the same way that someone in
Seattle is different from someone in
Dallas. Canada’s and America’s re-
gional and even ethnic identities
map neatly onto one another, from
the Pacific Northwest and the Great
Plains to the Atlantic provinces and
New England. What about Quebec?
Ever hear of Louisiana?

What does Canada stand for? Af-
ter many years of asking, I still
don’t know. But Canadians need to
figure it out, or they will stand to
lose the custom of its largest trad-
ing partner and potentially even the
territory of two of its most impor-
tant provinces. No amount of nicety
can get those things back.

Mr. Stranko leads Shibboleth, an
international communications strat-
egy firm.

By James Stranko

Many of the special things
our northern neighbors
cherish, we in the U.S. can
also count as our own.
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