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Proof of life

Bureaucratic paperwork must not result
in exclusion
T he Registration of Births and Deaths

(Amendment) Bill 2026 passed in the Lok

Sabha amends Section 13(3) of the 1969
Act. In the updated framework, registrations de-
layed for up to two years still require a district, a
subdivisional or an authorised executive magis-
trate’s order, but when the delay exceeds two
years, a judicial magistrate is required to verify
the event and pass an order. The 2023 amend-
ment rendered birth certificates the principal, in
fact near-conclusive, proof of date and place of
birth for school admission, voter rolls and appli-
cations for passport, Aadhaar, driving licence
and government jobs. It also allowed the Centre
and States to create digital databases, and re-
quired them to share data with the Registrar Gen-
eral. As the certificate’s gatekeeping power grew,
so did the incentive to obtain one fraudulently,
leading to the 2026 amendment. However, the
Bill's passage lacked debate in the Lok Sabha as
the Opposition was protesting the July 20 police
crackdown on the CJP protests. Since identity
documents have also become more politically
sensitive, moving potentially more contentious
cases into courts insulates the administration
from accusations that it is arbitrarily granting or
refusing documentation. But while judicial scru-
tiny places the decision at arm’s length from the
executive, erroneous decisions could prove more
difficult for disadvantaged applicants to rectify.

The amendment also leaves the evidentiary

rules unchanged. If the government believed ex-
ecutive magistrates were approving suspicious
applications because the evidentiary standards
were too lax, it could have prescribed more rigo-
rous documentation, but it has not. Further, how
the risk of fraudulent registrations rises after two
years is unclear; the government has also not pu-
blished evidence justifying a judicial magistrate’s
intervention at two years or whether it consi-
dered less burdensome alternatives. For now, it
appears to be a compromise based possibly on
shorter delays being common enough for admi-
nistrative responses to resolve. Registrations are
also not infrequently delayed for valid reasons,
for example because they transpired in remote
areas, or undocumented migrants realised a
need for educational certificates. But when iden-
tity documents become indispensable to access
state support, the government’s policy instinct
has been to raise the documents’ level of assu-
rance rather than render them more accessible.
In the same vein, the amendment may further a
broader philosophy that, in pursuit of bureau-
cratic certainty, treats the wrongful exclusion of
legitimate citizens as an acceptable price to mini-
mise the risk of wrongful inclusion. And the Ra-
jya Sabha must debate the Bill to clarify whether
this trade-off is backed by sufficient evidence.

FIFA foul
Football’s governing body must
embrace fairness, not chase profit
T he collapse of FIFA's controversial plan

that would have helped private investors

benefit from the World Cup and other
flagship competitions represents the latest hit to
the global body’s reputation. In the aftermath of
the 2026 World Cup, FIFA president Gianni Infan-
tino hurriedly put together strategies to form the
FIFA Forward Enterprise (FFE) to consolidate all
revenue-generating operations, and invite priv-
ate bodies to hold non-controlling stakes in the
body. But this elicited enormous backlash from a
number of FIFA’s 211 member associations, with
European governing body UEFA even declaring
that its 55 members would boycott the World
Cup. Europe is football’s nerve-centre, and with
the Asian Football Confederation and players’
union FIFPRO also expressing apprehensions,
and one of Mr. Infantino’s senior advisers quitting
in protest, the scheme was a non-starter. The epi-
sode has also reduced Mr. Infantino’s standing,
especially after the controversy-ridden World
Cup, where political interference by the U.S. —
one of the co-hosts — and rampant commerciali-
sation severely diminished ‘the beautiful game’.
The now-shelved FFE was to be backed by a ven-
ture capitalist with familial ties to U.S. President
Donald Trump, making the whole deal all the
more suspect. The 2027 FIFA election, where Mr.
Infantino was expected to be re-elected for a
third full term, is no longer a cake-walk.

The saga has brought back into focus the con-
flict at the heart of FIFA's functioning and the pa-
tronage politics it enables. FIFA is the global reg-
ulator of the sport, and ideally, its commercial
wing should be kept at an arm’s length. However,
the organisation’s structure is such that the reve-
nue generated is often used as leverage to extract
favour. As a non-profit, FIFA is duty-bound to re-
distribute income amongst its members, but pre-
sidents — past and present — have turned it into a
vote-catching tool to hold on to power. To ap-
prove the FFE project, FIFA had reportedly of-
fered each of its members $20 million upfront,
and a direct beneficiary of this would have been
Mr. Infantino at next year’s election, for every as-
sociation has one vote. However, history shows
that moves to use legacy tournaments for self-ag-
grandisement are bound to fail. In 2018, the Inter-
national Tennis Federation entered into a 25-
year, $3 billion partnership with a private invest-
ment firm to re-jig the over-a-century-old Davis
Cup, with the promise of extra money for the
game’s global development. That agreement last-
ed just five years, with the shift from the tradi-
tional home-and-away format deeply unpopular
and considered soul-shattering to the sport. It is
time FIFA re-inculcates fairness, embraces con-
sensus and shuns its president’s unilateralism.
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Al and cyber; the double helix of today’s security threats

e rapid proliferation of digital
technologies is reshaping the global
security landscape. What was once an
interconnected, but relatively limited,
digital world, has altered into a complex
interconnected ecosystem where dangers and
threats lurk at every step. The cc i
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Artificial Intelligence (AI) and cyber threats has
emerged as one of the most critical concerns of
the modern world.

While Al has changed from being merely an
operational efficiency mechanism into an
absolute infrastructure mandate, cyber threats
are becoming more sophisticated, harder to
detect and more difficult to mitigate. Today,
Al-powered malware can adapt and evolve in
response to changes in its environment, making it
‘harder for traditional anti-virus software to
detect. The global interconnectedness of digital
systems has also raised the ante as far as cyber
attacks are concerned. Malicious autonomous
agents are today well positioned to undermine
the legacy of “Zero Trust” protocols, aggravating
insider threat vectors.

Meanwhile, as seen in the war in Ukraine,
newer technologies are demonstrating the
potential to undermine conventional military
calculus through asymmetric impact. The rapid
proliferation of digital technologies and systems
across every discipline, cyber breaches and
malicious activities are impacting every level of
security. Many governments facing sophisticated
cyber adversaries are drawing up a security
architecture which involves a blend of
innovation, policy coherence and strategic
realism, but still lag behind.

A new d.lsruptlve era
Al ing every c ial
domain of human activity. Al's Large Language
Models (LLM) are intruding into many business
enterprises, without either proper training or
evolution of the human interface. As ‘Agentic’ Al
— as distinct from Generative Al — becomes a
force to reckon with, problems attached to Al
implementation are set to become even more
complex. The catalyst for such concerns is the
arrival of the latest Al systems, notably Mythos,
developed by United States firm Anthropic.
According to experts it demonstrates an uncanny
ability to detect ‘Zero day’ vulnerabilities across
major operating systems. What is evident is that
Al s beginning to test the limits of legacy systems.
AT’s overarching influence makes it essential to
understand the risks and threats it poses,
especially when combined with cyber
capabilities, where the danger grows
exponentially. Al has already transformed
modern warfare, as seen in the Russia-Ukraine
conflict and the U.S./Israel-Iran war. Al-powered
smart systems can detect, track, and predict
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missile trajectories with remarkable accuracy. Al
can also provide different kinds of intelligence
from photos, text, radio, and electromagnetic
signals to deny adversaries a tactical advantage.
Munitions, such as systems dubbed “Goalkeeper”
and “Whiplash” can independently identify and
strike targets. Yet, nations, particularly the U.S.,
have not yet demonstrated a level of sagacity on
how best to wield this power and in a manner
that does not endanger human civilisation.

These developments are fuelling concerns
about Al’s future as increasingly capable models
and robots replace human roles. LLMs and
autonomous agents are already performing
complex tasks once reserved for people. The
World Economic Forum warns that while AI will
strengthen cyber defences, it will also enable
more sophisticated automated attacks, potentially
rendering current “Zero Trust” protocols
ineffective. This raises concerns that hard power
may increasingly be shaped by nations and
organisations at the forefront of Al

Companies in the West such as Anthropic and
Palantir are behaving as if they own the world of
tomorrow, since they hold the key to the world’s
mightiest technology. Anthropic has reached a
stage today where with Mythos, it creates the
spectre of all-encompassing power residing in a
single instrument that is not subject to any rules.
China, perhaps, has its own version of Anthropic
or something resembling it, but this is of little
comfort to the rest of the world. What is
becoming clearly evident is that an attacker with
the latest version poses a grave threat to not
merely one country but an entire civilisation.

An Al ‘power shift’
As Al technologies become more rampant and
uncontrollable, existing rules concerning cyber
security may require to be completely rewritten.
Many experts warn that as “Agentic Autonomous
Operations” become even more sophisticated,
the world could reach an inflection point that has
grave forebodings for the world. Whether Mythos
is the harbinger of this is yet to be determined,
but it is generally acknowledged that the newer
generations of Al machines provide opportunities
for ‘rogue groups’ to demonstrate capabilities
that were once associated with only nation states.
As Agentic Al begins to displace Generative Al,
enabling it to act more ly, threat
levels are certain to go up still further. Al has,
hence, the potential to become the dominant
source of military and economic power, even as
the rules to govern Al are still in a fledgling state.
The bugle call has already been sounded by the
pontiff of Anthropic, the Al firm that makes
models such as Mythos, that it has the potential
to become the dominant source of military and
economic power as civilisation advances.
Notwithstanding the god-like properties of

existing modern Al models, experts warn that
they are often subject to “hallucinations”, thus
giving scope for distortions, producing
misleading reactions. Judgments in such cases
tend, quite often, to be subjective. Even
otherwise, biases are known to creep into
decisions dictated by Al, enhancing the danger
posed by unrestricted reliance on Al
Furthermore, experts warn that it is vitally
important to guard against such ‘algorithmic
radicalisation’, and ensure that Al platforms do
not push opinion makers towards extreme views.

A future that needs oversight, wisdom

The world, thus, appears to have reached a
tipping point in Al progress and development.
Already, some companies that are leading the Al
charge are accusing others of stealing their
technologies and expanding on them to their
advantage. The latest is a charge made by the U.S.
against China, viz., that China’s ‘Moonshot’ Al
stole from Anthropic’s most sophisticated Al
Large Language Model ‘Fable’, to help create its
latest Al version. Predictably, China has rejected
this charge, but it reflects the intensity of the
competition between the U.S. and China in this
area. If Anthropic’s claim is true — that its latest
model has surpassed “all but the most skilled
humans” in finding and exploiting security
vulnerabilities in everything from popular
operating systems to cryptographic software —
the world could face a new kind of apocalypse.

The world has steadily progressed from
abiding concerns of stagnant economic growth to
doomsday technologies, and this merits a great
deal of introspection. Altruism is not enough to
decide on how to handle a technology that is
about to eat up the world. There are several
aspects of advanced Al that clearly demand more
introspection, but this is not evident. As Al
increasingly enters into the arena of defence
sensing and warning, there is a need not only to
keep machines under human control but also to
ensure that Al-dictated warnings do not outrun
proper understanding and reality.

Those steeped in defence aspects already
know the gap that exists between warning and
understanding of what might happen, and how
critical this is in strategic terms. High-powered Al
systems may often prove unreliable as they may
demonstrate a bias towards national security
given that algorithms often display such biases.
The world, hence, needs to reach an
understanding on how best to deal with this new
technology which can, and could, end or make
the future of the world. What we have seen in
Ukraine and West Asia is not even the tip of this
iceberg. Better to “cross the river by feeling the
stones” is a better maxim than ‘blind prejudice or
unadulterated endorsement of a new
technology’.

Critical minerals, the foundation of strategic power

margins of resource policy to the centre of

industrial strategy and security. Lithium,
cobalt, nickel, graphite, copper and rare earth
elements are foundational to electric vehicles,
storage, renewable power, semiconductors,
defence and advanced manufacturing. As
decarbonisation and digitalisation accelerate,
mineral security is becoming as important as oil
once was. The global supply picture is
concentrated. For copper, lithium, nickel, cobalt,
graphite and rare earth elements, the average
market share of the top three refining countries
rose to 86% in 2024, from around 82% in 2020.
Incremental supply is tied to a few nodes:
Indonesia for nickel, and China for cobalt,
graphite and rare earths. China is the leading
refiner in 19 out of 20 strategic minerals with an
average market share of about 70%, making
minerals geopolitical, not merely commercial.

C ritical minerals have moved from the

Geopolitical risk as a factor
Clean energy transitions will require minerals far
beyond today’s production systems. The current
copper project pipeline points to a potential 30%
supply shortfall by 2035. Lithium appears better
supplied in the near term but rising demand is
expected to drive the market into deficit by the
2030s. Rare earth demand will rise sharply as
wind power, electronics and magnets expand.
Geopolitical risk is compounding these
pressures. China’s rare earth export controls
announced in 2025 created concerns across
energy, automotive, defence, aerospace, Artificial
Intelligence (Al) and semiconductors. Major
economies are responding quickly. The European
Union (EU) Critical Raw Materials Act sets 2030
benchmarks of 10% domestic extraction, 40%
processing and 25% recycling, and no more than
65% from a single country. The United States is
diversifying supply chains through partnerships.
India’s clean energy and manufacturing
ambitions are mineral intensive. Under a net zero
scenario, cumulative demand for critical energy
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transition minerals could reach roughly 169
million tonnes by 2070, about 51% higher than
under a current policy pathway. Copper demand
will rise with power systems; rare earth demand
will grow with wind energy and advanced
manufacturing.

India has domestic potential, including
reserves of cobalt (44.9 million tonnes), copper
(163.9 million tonnes), graphite (211.6 million
tonnes) and nickel (189 million tonnes), along
with monazite deposits containing rare earth
oxides. Recycling could eventually meet up to a
quarter of copper and graphite demand by
mid-century. Yet, reserves have not ensured
supply security. India remains import dependent
for lithium, cobalt and nickel, while graphite and
China-dominated processing expose it to
disruption as demand scales. The critical gap is
processing and refining. India’s position differs
from the EU, the U.S. and Australia, which are
building integrated supply chains through
mandates, partnerships and processing
investments. India is still developing foundational
capability. While several minerals are processed
domestically, capacity and high-purity
production remain constrained. It has
bulk-mineral experience but still relies on imports
for high-purity critical mineral products.

This is where much value and vulnerability sit.
In 2024, China accounted for over 90% of rare
earths and graphite processing, nearly 75% of
cobalt and 70% of lithium chemicals. India must
build midstream capacity to participate
meaningfully in supply chain realignment.

Structural constraints

Several constraints slow progress. Exploration
remains relatively shallow, regulatory clearances
can be time-consuming, private panicipation is
limited and remote-region project economics are
chall ng is a larger bottl k:
India lacks some l'ugh purity input facilities, while
copper and graphite face smelting, purification
and scale constraints. Recycling will play a role

but cannot substitute for primary supply in the
near term because feedstock, collection and
technology remain limited.

India’s policy response since 2023 marks a
shift. The government has identified 30 critical
minerals, Str d regulatory ks,
and launched the National Critical Mineral
Mission to support the value chain. The mission
targets 1,200 domestic exploration projects by
2030-31, production of at least 15 critical
minerals, and acquisition of 50 overseas mining
assets by Indian companies. The Khanij Bidesh
India Limited (KABIL) has secured 15,703 hectares
in Argentina’s Catamarca province for lithium
exploration, while the 2026-27 Budget proposed
rare earth corridors in Odisha, Kerala, Andhra
Pradesh, and Tamil Nadu. The India-U.S. critical
minerals and rare earths framework signed in
May 2026 provides an additional diplomatic lever.

Mission to execution

The next phase is execution. Processing and
refining must become a national industrial
priority, backed by infrastructure and targeted
incentives. Private capital needs better geological
data, predictable approvals and risk sharing.
India should also operationalise strategic
stockpiles for critical minerals, accelerate applied
research and development through industry
partnerships, scale domestic capabilities and
diversify overseas supply through trusted
partners and platforms.

India energy transition, electronics,
semiconductor, defence manufacturing, and
advanced industrialisation all depend on secure
mineral supplies. While individual policy
measures are necessary, they are insufficient. A
comprehensive strategy should establish
mineral-specific risk thresholds, integrate
recycling into supply planning, set measurable
milestones, and create a coordinated institutional
framework. The priority now is to convert
potential into capability and reduce strategic
vulnerability through sustained execution.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

PM CARES Fund audit by the Comptroller
It is disturbing that the PM and Auditor General (CAG).
CARES Fund has reportedly Anything associated with

not made public its audited
financial statements for the
past three financial years,
even as activists continue to
raise concerns about its
transparency. More
surprising is that the fund
has been kept outside the
ambit of the RTI Act,
parliamentary scrutiny, and

closely scrutinises
non-governmental

receiving foreign

the Prime Minister, except
matters affecting national
security, should ordinarily
be open to public scrutiny.
When the government

organisations and other
charitable organisations

contributions, and even
cancels their licences for
accounting irregularities,
should not this fund also be
subject to similar standards

about far more than a
fourth-place finish. Despite
fewer opportunities, our
athletes chose courage over
excuses. Every medal

silent tears, and relentless
determination.

Today, we salute not only
the medallists but also
every athlete who gave

defined as much by their
spirit as by their podium
finishes. The journey
continues, and India hopes
for even greater

India at Glasgow

India’s story at the 2026
Glasgow Commonwealth
Games, with 39 medals, is

tance running”, August 3, 2026).

Gulveer Singh wan the bronze medal in 5000m with a timing of 13:24.95s,
and ot 3:24.95s (‘Sport’ page, “Gulveer breaks new ground for Indian dis-
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The undermining of institutional opposition

ow that the Gen Z

revolutionaries have

exited Jantar Mantar, the

analysts and strategists
at the Prime Minister’s Office must
be taking stock. For starters,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
team got at least one decision right
— the decision to get former Union
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan to
resign just in time. Any further
delay would most likely have
become a point of no return for
the National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) government.
Demonstrations were occurring at
the district level and a critical
momentum was building across
the nation with Bihar, the ground
zero of unemployment, fast
turning violent.

But apart from Mr. Pradhan’s
timely resignation, all the other
interventions of the Government
of India as a response to the
Cockroach Janta Party’s (CJP)
movement was a mix between the
ridiculous and the laughable. It is
clear as daylight that the Prime
Minister’s team singularly failed to
grasp who and what they were
actually dealing with.

Brewing anger

The starting assumption of the
government was that it was
confronting a rag-tag collection of
middle-class youth whose sense of
politics was immature and lacking
in stamina for any mass
movement to emerge. The
overwhelming official common
sense was to let the CJP movement
simply fizzle out in the monsoon
heat and humidity. Part of the
misreading involved keeping the
CJP leaders waiting at Union
Health Minister J.P Nadda’s
residence for over two hours,
while the government
simultaneously set up plans to cut
a deal with Sonam Wangchuk
alongside operationalising a brutal
lathi charge on the Gen Z
campaigners on July 20.

To the government’s evident
surprise, however, by July 20
evening, there was a massive
turnaround in both the quality
and quantity of the resistance. Not
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only did the CJP survive the brutal
lathi charge and tear gas shelling,
the campaign now took on the
flavour of an all-India level ‘revolt’
of the people at large. An
anti-Modi mood had become
plainly discernible, with Instagram
fired up with creative messaging
and demonstrations by the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)’s own
taken-for-granted upper class and
upper caste social base.

However, even at such a
high-pressure moment, the best
the Prime Minister’s team could
manage was a late night badly
sketched Instagram video by Mr.
Modi himself. Poorly executed and
full of misplaced messaging, it,
unsurprisingly, only added fuel to
the fire. And after the Prime
Minister released another hapless
reel the following day, the
Government of India finally threw
in the towel with Mr. Pradhan’s
resignation.

There is no doubt that the CJP is
every bit a rag-tag outfit that is
organisationally inchoate. But
what it nonetheless managed to
effectively achieve was to quickly
tap into and electrify a vast
reservoir of resentment, anger,
grievance and unhappiness
amongst India’s economically
much beleaguered middle class
and aspirational poorer classes. By
doing so, it managed to reveal the
considerable fragility within the
Indian political landscape. The
extreme centralisation of power
has, over the years, been steadily
undermining the resilience within
Indian political institutions.
Consequently, the CJP by pitching
its campaign as a resistance rather
than within the rules of
institutional Opposition politics
was able to rattle the highest level
of political authority.

Undermining democracy

At the heart of this crisis lies the
Modi-Shah political playbook. For
years, democratic politics with
institutional safeguards have been
systematically undermined in
India. There is, in fact, the
standard fix now for eliminating
any opposition. The Modi-Shah

political playbook has
mainstreamed the use of the
Enforcement Directorate and the
Central Bureau of igation:

The dilemma over PM SHRI in Kerala

The UDF is caught between the need for central funds and maintaining its integrity

STATE OF PLAY

the wanton buying and selling of
MPs and MLAs; and have been
making courts pliable at the
highest level. Additionally, the
questionable manner in which the
highly controversial Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) is being
implemented can also be added to
this list. There is great fear that the
election process will increasingly
become a selection exercise for
the government in power.

In such conditions, a single
trigger event, such as the CJP
movement, could spark an
immediate existential threat to an
existing political order. However,
while credit should be given to the
CJP for showing resolve, and for
the ability to organise and directa
grievance peacefully, their strategy
is located entirely outside the
political terrain of institutional
politics. Thus, although Mr.
Pradhan’s resignation may appear
to be a signature victory for them,
it more ominously reveals the
turbulence and fragility within
India’s political institutions. There
could be less control over the
street in the days to come, unless
the Modi-Shah playbook ends.

The CJP has revealed that India
is perilously close to losing its
ability to manage a peaceful
democratic transition. Though
Rahul Gandhi, the Congress party,
and several other Opposition
parties did manage to register a
strong presence throughout the
Jantar Mantar movement, their
hold was still less than enough and
far too tenuous.

Mr. Pradhan’s resignation
should perhaps be more correctly
seen as the first tremor within a
Republic that is buckling from its
weakening democratic
foundations. If anything, the most
important lesson to be taken from
the CJP campaign is that the
constant undermining of any
legitimate opposition space by the
Modi-Shah play book can, unless
checked, result in social instability
and political chaos.

Roshni R.K.

he much discussed PM
T SHRI (PM Schools for

Rising India) scheme
has the recently elected Con-
gress-led United Democratic
Front (UDF) government in
Kerala in hot soup.

Events over the past few
days seem to indicate that si-
milar to the Pinarayi Vijayan-
led Left Democratic Front
(LDF) government that burnt
its fingers after signing an MoU
for implementing the central-
ly sponsored PM SHRI scheme
in October last year, the UDF
government too could be in
for possible backlash if it de-
cides to go ahead with it. It is
deja vu all over again. The
same issue. The same actors.
Only the roles have reversed.

The UDF government led
by Chief Minister V.D. Sathee-
san argued that it was forced
to continue with the PM SHRI
as the previous LDF govern-
ment had already entered into
an agreement with the Union
government. The State badly
needs the %1,158.13 crore in
education funds being held up
by the Centre. The volte-face
could not have been more
glaring, since Mr. Satheesan
had earlier said that Mr. Vi-
jayan, by inking the deal, had
betrayed the national cause
against the National Education
Policy (NEP), 2020.

‘Wavering stance
A little over a month after
forming the UDF government,
Mr. Satheesan said that only
the Union government had
the right to withdraw from the
MoU. Kerala became a party to
it the moment the agreement
was signed, an argument that
the current Opposition vehe-
mently denies.

In yet another U-turn, the

Chief Minister later denied
that the government had said
that it would implement the

PM SHRI; UDF convener
Adoor Prakash had said that
the government would go
ahead with the scheme, even
as the report of a UDF Cabinet
sub-committee on the PM
SHRI was awaited. It prompt-
ed the Indian Union Muslim
League (IUML) leader P.K.
Kunhalikutty to assert that a fi-
nal decision would be taken
only after the sub-committee
gave its report, exposing the
fault lines within the UDF. Oth-
er Muslim organisations, such
as the Samastha Kerala Jamiy-
yathul Ulama, have also been
vocal about their opposition.

These repeated flip-flops
made it evident that the go-
vernment was in a bind over
how to balance fiscal pru-
dence, coalition pressures,
and its ideological position on
the NEP.

Pros and cons
The Union Minister of State for
Education Jayant Chaudhary
once replied in the Rajya Sab-
ha, “States that do not sign the
MoU or withdraw from the
scheme stand to miss out on
these benefits of PM SHRI
scheme”. It has to be remem-
bered that Punjab had opted
out of the scheme in 2023, but
later went back on its decision
after the Union government
had frozen the funds.

On the other hand, there
are concerns about the curri-
culum. The PM SHRI Schools

framework states that the cur-
riculum should follow the Na-
tional Curriculum Frame-
work/State Curriculum
Framework developed in ac-
cordance with new curricular
structure of the NEP. The
MoU, for its part, says that
States should implement all
the provisions of the NEP in its
entirety. According to the
NEP, States can prepare their
own curricula and textbooks,
incorporating the State’s de-
mands as needed. However, it
goes on to say, “while doing
s0, it must be borne in mind
that the NCERT curriculum
would be taken as the nation-
ally acceptable criterion.” Last
year, the former Minister for
General Education V. Sivan-
kutty had pointed out that the
Union government had de-
clared in 2022 that the objec-
tive of the Samagra Shiksha
scheme was to help imple-
ment the NEP.

Even if the Union govern-
ment does not appear to be in-
tervening in the curriculum of
the States at present, there is
apprehension that other inter-
ventions such as curriculum-
based programme implemen-
tation or prescription of teach-
ing-learning materials/
assessment patterns could
well be thrust upon them.

Other than taking the legal
route like Tamil Nadu did, the
UDF has the option of writing
to the Union government in-
sisting on the freedom to de-
cide its own curriculum. This
undoubtedly will expose it to
harsh criticism of allowing the
NEP to be smuggled into the
State. However, if it chooses
not to implement the PM
SHRI, it will lose out on crucial
federal funding.

Damned if they do and
damned if they don't — that is
the UDF’s dilemma on the PM
SHRI scheme.
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The problem with India’s free trade agreement strategy

India’s trade with key I'TA partners such as the ASEAN countries has become increasingly import-driven, resulting in widening trade deficits
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ver the past few years, In-

dia has shown great inter-

est in trade diplomacy to
promote its economic and strateg-
ic interests. India’s new founded
enthusiasm in external engage-
ment has culminated in Free Trade
Agreements (FTAs) with the UAE,
Australia, Oman, the U.K., the Eu-
ropean Union, and most recently,
New Zealand. Its imperative to en-
hance market access continues to
extend the reach of its trade archi-
tecture through ongoing trade
talks with the U.S., Gulf countries
and Canada, highlighting a deci-
sive shift towards bilateralism as a
vehicle of market access, value
chain integration and economic
d ism. There is an i
view among policymakers, trade
diplomats, and geopolitical ana-
lysts that FTAs are indispensable
instruments of economic state-

India’s trade surplus has turned in-
to a trade deficit in the case of Sin-
gapore after signing the trade
agreement, exhibiting weakening
export competitiveness.

India’s export performance
across its major Asian FTA partn-
ers such as ASEAN, Japan, South
Korea and Singapore reveals an in-
triguing picture — its underperfor-
mance. India’s share of the import
basket among FTA partners has

teresting to note that India's GVC
integration related to trade as a
percentage of gross trade declined
from 37.13% to 34.38%, indicating
that India’s integration in GVC net-
works has actually weakened. In-
dia’s GVC trade as a share of gross
trade with its FTA partners has de-
clined in the case of South Korea,
Japan, Indonesia, Thailand, Viet-
nam, and Cambodia. Only in the
case of Malaysia, Singapore and

either d or gradually erod-

I i has it increased.

ed between 2012 to 2025, indicat-
ing a weakening in its export com-
petitiveness post-FTAs. The most
striking decline is in the case of
ASEAN countries where India’s
share of ASEAN’s import basket
dropped from 3.42% to 1.71% while
in the case of Singapore, the im-
port share declined from 2.27% to
1.71%. Similarly, India’s share in
South Korea’s import basket has
declined from 1.33% to 1.02% while
its share in Japan’s import basket
shows mixed trends.

Collectively, these trends indi-
cate that instead of leveraging

craft. However, the on
enhanced market access through
trade agreements and Global Va-
lue Chain (GVC) integration is
founded on a set of implicit as-
sumptions and dominant narra-
tives that continue to maintain a
striking analytical silence. The ar-
gument that FTAs stimulate export
growth and GVC integration war-
rants a far more nuanced view.

‘Widening trade deficit

India’s FTA experience with Asian
economies has not been favoura-
ble. India’s trade with key FTA
partners such as the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN),
South Korea, Japan and Singapore
has become increasingly import-
driven, resulting in widening trade
deficits. Data shows that India’s
trade deficit with ASEAN increased
sharply from $10.4 billion in 2012
to $51.2 billion in 2025, driven by
rapidly rising imports. In the same
manner, imports increased at a
much faster pace than exports in
the case of Japan and South Korea.

cu

trade to integrate into
regional production networks, In-
dia is stuck on the margins of ma-
nufacturing-led trade integration.
The inability to capitalise on tariff
preferences under the FTAs de-
monstrates that market access
based on tariff elimination alone
cannot compensate for weak dom-
estic industrial capabilities, logisti-
cal inefficiencies, and infrastruc-
ture and operational constraints.
India’s trade challenge is not fun-
damentally about negotiating
more FTAs but about strengthen-
ing domestic productive capabili-
ties and associated impediments.
Without adequate industrial trans-
formation, FTAs risk becoming in-
struments that increase import pe-
netration faster than export
competitiveness, thereby widen-
ing asymmetrical trade outcomes
and structural vulnerabilities.
Moreover, FTAs are often pre-
sented as GVC drivers, eliminating
barriers to the development of
shared production arrangements
and industrial upgrading. It is in-

»

These trends demonstrate that
India’s FTAs have not translated in-
to broad-based GVC integration.
This evidence challenges the con-
ventional assumption that FTAs
automatically foster GVC integra-
tion through trade liberalisation.
Moreover, it raises questions about

Are the FTAs working?

The data for the charts were sourced from the International Trade Centre -
Trade Map

Piyush Goyal, S. Jaishankar,
European Council President
Anténio Costa, and other

officials at the India-EU FTA

meeting in Brussels on July 15
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CHART 1: India's percentage share in the
import basket of ASEAN, Japan, South Korea,
and Singapore

2015

2018

2021

2025

TABLE 1: India's trade with key FTA partners (in'$ billi

ons)

FIFTY YEARS AGO AUGUST 4, 1976

Goat breeding: new
strategy

New Delhi, August 3: An ambitious scheme has
been taken up to step up the production of
Pashmina and Mohair, used in the manufacture
of warm luxury fabrics which have a good

1 singapore 102 export market.
! ' The scheme is part of an all-India
31 ASEAN 1.57 co-ordinated research project on goat breeding

being implemented by the Indian Council of
Agricultural Research (ICAR).

A multi-pronged strategy to improve
Pashmina production includes selective
breeding of indigenous goats and cross breeding
with imported Soviet breeds. Efforts would also
be made to rear them in the high altitude
Himalayan regions of U.P. where these goats can
thrive.

There are at present two research centres for
improving Pashmina production located at Leh

According to the chief co-ordinator of the
project, Dr. R. M. Acharya, there are at present
only 40,000 Pashmina goats of Chan Thangi
breed in Ladakh region and some small number

These goats produce Pashmina of quality
which is “as good or slightly better” than any

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO AUGUST 4, 1926

Schoolboys' empire tour

LT 2015 | 2018
the proposition that deeper com- - "
mitments to market access and 323 | 2835 | 'S625) | W068 | 3271 | 3596 in Ladakh and Mukteswar in U.P.
regulatory harmonisation are, in ASEAN Import 42.74 | 4147 | 5751 | 64.84 | 8187 | 87.19
themselves, sufficient to promote Trade balance | -10.44 | -15.12 | 2126 | 2416 | 3916 | -51.23
GVC participation. The contem-
porary policy narrative surround- Export 64 45 48 61 58 6.1
ing India’s new FTAs and their abil- Japan Import 124 96 126 | 144 189 209 in Himachal Pradesh.
ity to integrate into, GVCs raises Tradebalance | -595 | 517 | 783 | -834 | 1306 | 1477
some critical
Export 41 36 4.8 7L 6 6 produced in other countries.

An assessment i:'r“e‘: Import 137 | 131 | 164 | 171 | 200 | 211
The deglififi Export shares i Tradebalance | 9.6 | 948 | -1162 | 997 | -14.98 | -1512

on in the
case of India’s key FTA partners Export 136 | 78 105 | 107 | 157 | 107
clearly highlight the limitations of  singapore | Import 78 | 74 | s | 182 | 205 | 237
considering FTAs primarily as in- Trade bals 576 | 04 399 | -T.55 | -487 | -1297
struments of market access. It is Giilaii e g = o : o

understandable that FTAs may en-
hance market access in certain
product categories, but their abili-
ties to foster productive capabili-

trial

TABLE 2 India's global value chain-related trade as a
share of gross trade with Asian FTA partners

The declining share
of GVC-related trade

in total trade with

Rugby, August 4: A party of forty public and
secondary schoolboys left London to-day for
Australia. They travel under the auspices of
School Empire Tour Committee and will spend

chain

e " GVt ti - " N X
ties is still contested. This essen- 2012 | 2020 "m,nseflf:,‘;:!) :ea‘;fr":‘(:“:gg;v:m the remainder of the year touring Australia.
tially meands5 that ln:ha s nglA p—— prte] | WG Xil that preferential Before d}e tarixm lef}tﬁ ::jl]ettg; was reilad from the
strategy needs to move beyond the market Access has Pnn?e of Wales, wi said, S\_Jc tours are
standard argument of market ac- Japan 4107 | 2844 12,63 been inadequate admirable from an education view point. My
cess. It should focus on greater in-  yajaysia 49.92 | 50.26 0.34 to gl?l_Sle: India‘s own experience tells me how much there is to
teraction with the broader indus- participation In learn from seeing other parts of the world and
policy framework that Southkores | G5 | 4158 ] uicha picctetion there is no adequate substitute for the real
emphasises technological upgrad- ~_Thailand 4832 | 4765 -0.67 ::i‘:e%rck: hat knowledge to be gained in this way. More
ing, strategic investment, supply singapore 66.87 | 69.54 267 the mnvsﬂ“z;%‘ especially do [ welcome the idea of tours for
i i de ic value T that choolboys to D from Imperial view
= 5 Philippines | 3047 | 339 3.43 i 5 & s s 5
addition and domestic reforms. - ping: g:;z: g\‘,%ma"ca“y point. Boys will, on this occasion, be in the
Without such policies, FTAs are Vietnam 5689 | 5457 i 1 ion through position of representatives. I am confident they
likely to remain instruments of Cambodia 4743 | 4434 -3.08 trade liberalisation will see to it that those who meet them in

trade liberalisation that constrain
policy flexibilities rather than driv-
ers of industrial transformation.

The author is an Associate Professor at Jindal School of Liberal Arts and Humanities,
0.P Jindal Global University, Sonipat. Views are personal

Australia will judge well of them and through
them of the country of schools which they
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Amount allocated by  First tranche of Number of people Decline in Russia’s Maharashtra: share
govt. for preservation  interim relief released  kidnapped by gunmen pipeline gas exports of SIR enumeration
of ASI sites by Assam government in northwest Nigeria to Europe in July forms distributed
in X crore. in X crore. The Assam Gunmen kidnapped at least 52 in per cent. Russian energy in per cent. More than 93% of
376 SS The 160 government on Monday 52 people, including children, in a 5 2 giant Gazprom's average 93 enumeration forms have been
® Centre released the first weekend attack on a village ® daily natural gas supplies to distributed, and nearly 73%

allocated %376.88 crore in 2025-26 for
conservation, preservation and
environmental development of protected
monuments across the country. en

tranche of around 2160 crore in interim
relief to over 75,000 households that were
the worst affected in this year’s floods,
officials said. en

and military base in northwest Nigeria’s
Zamfara state, sources said on Monday.
Kidnappings have become a major source
of income for armed groups in Nigeria. rn

Europe via the TurkStream undersea
pipeline declined 5.2% from a year earlier
t0 48.8 million cubic metres in July,
Reuters calculations showed. reuters

digitised under the SIR of electoral rolls in
Maharashtra, the Chief Electoral Officer
said on Monday. e1i
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Why has PoK erupted in protests?

How did demands over prices evolve into a movement for greater political representation in PoK? How has Islamabad responded to the protests? What has India

said about the unrest? How have international rights groups and overseas Kashmiris reacted to the crackdown?

EXPLAINER

Kallol Bhattacherjee

The story so far:
immering discontent over
inflation, lack of accountability
and opaque governance in
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK)
has escalated into a violent crackdown by
Pakistani security forces over the past
week, leaving dozens dead and many
more injured. Security forces have
reportedly used assault weapons and
sniper fire against protesters gathered in
the main squares of cities such as
Rawalakot and Muzaffarabad to oppose
the three-phase election currently under
way in PoK. The Jammu Kashmir Joint
Awami Action Committee (JKJAAC),
which has been leading the protests,
claims that more than 50 people have
been killed over the past week as
demonstrations continue against what it
alleges is a rigged election process.

‘Why are protests taking place in PoK?
PoK is caught between an
establishment-backed election and a
popular political movement opposing the
political basis of that election. The JKJAAC
has been protesting peacefully in
Rawalakot, Muzaffarabad, and other
locations in the region seeking to build a
more representative political system in
PoK. The three-phase elections started on
July 27 and will conclude on August 11.
The movement, which emerged after
the COVID-19 pandemic to curb the prices
of essential items, has evolved over the
years into a protest against the lack of
political representation for the local
population in the PoK legislature. The
legislature of PoK has a total of 53 seats,
out of which 45 are elected, and eight are
nominated. But because of historical
reasons, 12 seats out of the 45 are
reserved for refugees of Indian Jammu
and Kashmir who migrated after 1947. In
elections for these 12 seats, refugee voters
located outside PoK cast their ballots.
Locals claim that the reserved seats

o i

Supporters of the banned Joint Awami Action Committee, an alliance of civil society groups, start a fire
to block a road during a protest in Muzaffarabad. REUTERS

reduce representation of communities
from the region and allow Islamabad to
override local concerns.

As the authorities proceeded with the
election process without addressing the
demand for removing the reserved seats,
the JKJAAC called for a “long march”.
Though the authorities have responded
with a harsh crackdown, the protesters
have shown that they are not going away
anytime soon as they have managed to
sustain the protests for months. The
protest received new momentum after a
PhD scholar, Osama Jaleel, of
Quaid-e-Azam University in Islamabad,
was reportedly killed in police firing in
Rawalakot. Before his death, Osama Jaleel
had been noted on the Internet for his
fiery speeches in the protest ings in

figures within the establishment about the
protesters. Pakistan Defence Minister
Khwaja Asif incensed public sentiments
by referring to the protesters as “enemies
just like Indians”. The main complaint is
that the mainstream political parties in
Islamabad have not met the region’s
developmental needs. Locals allege that
they have been neglected by Islamabad,
echoing many of the same complaints
long voiced by residents of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan, where
protests and insurgencies have continued
for decades. The second phase of polling
on August 2 drew allegations of
irregularities and rigging.

‘What has India said about the

Rawalakot. The JKJAAC claims that a total
of 86 persons have died in the security
crackdown till July 31.

How is the political relation between
Islamabad and PoK?

The federal government of Pakistan has
had a complicated relationship with the
region for years, as mainstream political
parties such as the Pakistan Peoples Party
and Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz have
not been able to fulfil the developmental
aspirations of the people of PoK. In recent
days, however, the situation has
worsened following comments by leading

Over the past few months, the Ministry of
External Affairs has repeatedly
condemned the use of harsh methods
against protesters in Rawalakot and in
other parts of PoK. On July 31, the
Ministry of External Affairs blamed the
“Pakistani Establishment * and said: “This
crackdown has resulted in the tragic
death of over 40 civilians and serious
injuries to many. Its absolute disdain for
the innocent people of PoJK was laid bare
when their Defence Minister branded the
protesting civilians as enemies.” Adding to
this, the Special Assistant to Prime
Minister on Political Affairs openly

admitted that the very ‘mujahideen’ that
the Pak establishment trained, armed and
sent to bleed India have now turned their
guns inward, weaponising themselves
against the state.

Mirwaiz Dr. Umar Farooq has
expressed “deep concern” over the unrest
across the LoC and called for dialogue.
“We are deeply anguished by the
continuing unrest and tragic loss of
precious lives during the past month and
ahalf;” said Umar Farooq. The JKJAAC has
opposed India’s remarks, and in a
statement on June 24, the group said it
“firmly rejects any attempt by India to
interpret, appropriate, or project the
current situation in Azad Jammu and
Kashmir in support of its own claims or
geopolitical positions. The present civil
rights movement is neither a proxy nor an
extension of interstate rivalries. Any such
characterisation is both inaccurate and
misleading.”

Is there a strategic dimension?

The protests have been concentrated in
Rawalakot, which lies along the Line of
Control, and Pakistan’s response so far
shows it will not tolerate instability in a
region of primary importance to its
security.

The strategic dimension of the
disturbances can be assessed by the fact
that Kotli, Muzaffarabad and Rawalakot —
the areas where protests have taken place
hosted terror-related targets that India
had claimed to have hit in the May 2025
Operation Sindoor.

Apart from India, Amnesty
International and influential leaders in the
U.K. have also called for restraint from the
Pakistani establishment. Responding to
the existing communication blackout in
PoK, Amnesty has said: “We urge the
Pakistani authorities to restore all
communications access and allow media
and independent observers into the area.”
Non-resident Mirpuri Kashmiris, who
have a strong community-level presence
in the U.K., have started an online
campaign to restrain Pakistan’s security
establishment from continuing with the
Tepressive measures.
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A movement that began over
rising prices has evolved into a
campaign against the PoK
election process, with the
JKJAAC demanding the
removal of 12 reserved seats
that it says undermine local
representation.

v

Protests have intensified amid
allegations of election rigging
and a deadly security
crackdown; Pakistan’s
response has drawn criticism
from India, Amnesty
International and U.K-based
Kashmiri groups.

Why has West Bengal cleared
land for the BSF now?

Why is West Bengal central to India’s border fencing project? What are the policy challenges?

Saee Pande

The story so far:
he West Bengal Cabinet has
approved the permanent
transfer of 31.905 acres at nine
locations to the Border
Security Force (BSF) for border fencing
and related security infrastructure, along
with 1.53 acres for three new Border
Outposts in Malda, Nadia and Cooch
Behar. The decision removes a major
State-level bottleneck in a long-delayed
border infrastructure project affected by
land acquisition disputes, difficult terrain,
and legal and political complications. The
move also follows the Calcutta High
Court’s order of January 2026, directing
the State government to hand over
acquired land in nine border districts to
the BSF by March 31, 2026.

Why is Bengal central to the project?
West Bengal shares the longest
international border with Bangladesh
among Indian States. According to the

»

Ministry of Home Affairs, India’s
4,096.70-km border with Bangladesh
includes 2,216.7 km in West Bengal, which
is approximately 54% of the entire
frontier. As of August 2025, 1,647.696 km
had been fenced, while 569.004 km
remained to be covered by fencing or
other border infrastructure. Of this,
112.780 km was classified as non-feasible
for conventional fencing, while 456.224
km remained technically feasible but
pending completion.

Why has the project been delayed?
The delays reflect a combination of
geographical, administrative and legal
constraints. Nationally, the MHA reporte
that 3,232.218 km of the India ladesh
border had been fenced by August 2025,
leaving 864.482 km unfenced across West
Bengal (2,216.7 km), Tripura (856 km),
Meghalaya (443 km), Mizoram (318 km)
and Assam (263 km).

Of the remaining unfenced stretch,
174.514 km has been categorised as
non-feasible for conventional fencing

because of riverine channels, marshlands,
floodplains, shifting river courses, densely
inhabited settlements and the ecologically
sensitive Sundarbans, where fencing is
technically difficult and seasonally
constrained. Other pending stretches
require land acquisition, compensation,
environmental clearances and completion
of bilateral border management
procedures.

‘What governs India-Bangladesh
border fencing?

According to the Ministry of External
Affairs, India undertakes border fencing
and related security measures in
accordance with bilateral agreements and
operational protocols between the BSF
and the Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB).
The border is governed by the 1975 Joint
India-Bangladesh Guidelines for Border
Authorities, the Coordinated Border
Management Plan (CBMP), 2011, and the
2015 Land Boundary Agreement (LBA),
which implemented the 1974 Land
Boundary Agreement and its 2011

Protocol, resolved enclave and
adverse-possession disputes, and enabled
the exchange of 162 enclaves, 111 Indian
enclaves in Bangladesh and 51
Bangladeshi enclaves in India. India has
also reiterated its expectation that these
understandings will continue to support
cooperation against cross-border crimes,
including smuggling, human trafficking,
illegal migration, arms trafficking and
counterfeit currency networks.

THE GIST
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The West Bengal Cabinet has
approved the transfer of over
33 acres of land to the BSF for
border fencing and Border
Outposts, removing a
long-pending bottleneck in
completing security
infrastructure along the

‘What are the policy c Indi border.
This is a challenge of balancing national -
security with the livelihoods of

communities living along the border. In
districts such as Malda and Nadia,
agriculture, informal trade and
long-standing social ties extend across the
frontier, meaning that fencing can
improve surveillance while also affecting
access to farmland, mobility and local
commerce. As the largest unfinished
segment of the India-Bangladesh border
lies in West Bengal, progress and
development in the State remain central
to the completion of the national fencing
programme. In many sectors, particularly
riverine terrain, the future of border
management is likely to depend on an
integrated combination of physical
barriers, Border Outposts, surveillance
technology and coordinated action
between the Union and State
governments.

(Saee Pande is a freelance writer with a
focus on current affairs, international
relations and geopolitics)

Although more than
three-fourths of the border has
been fenced, progress
continues to be delayed by
land acquisition disputes,
difficult riverine terrain,
environmental constraints and
legal issues, requiring a mix of
fencing, surveillance
technology and coordinated
Union-State action.
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Why lab-grown diamonds are sustainable
alternative to mined stones

Natural diamond mining is facing dwindling supplies while remaining associated with environmental damage, forced labour, conflict and pollution;

lab-grown diamonds offer a more affordable, traceable and sustainable alternative, with India investing in indigenous production and research

Anupama Janakiraman
U. Vishnuja

S. Boominathasellarajan
N. Arunachalam

or centuries, diamonds have

been regarded as symbols of

eternal love, characterised by

their rarity, scintillation and
lustre. But behind the glamour of these
stones lies a cold, hard truth: an industry
plagued by forced labour, civil violence,
and pollution.

Some of the world's largest diamond
mines, such as the Argyle mine in
Australia and the Diavik mine in Canada,
have reached a point of exhaustion in
recent years. This depletion has worsened
year by year, and production is now ata
multi-decade low. After all, natural
diamond mines are only a finite source. It
is estimated that the 40 diamond mines
accounting for 90% of global production
spread throughout Botswana, Russia and
other countries have a lifespan of no
more than 50 years.

The hidden cost

However, the problems associated with
natural diamonds extend beyond
dwindling supplies. Diamond mining
requires large amounts of water and
energy and causes considerable damage
to the surrounding ecosystems. It is often

geographic origin. Although the
Kimberley Process was introduced to
verify that diamonds are conflict-free,
regulatory gaps continue to allow blood
diamonds to be smuggled across borders.
As aresult, these diamonds contribute to
political and civil conflict.

These concerns raise an important
question: can the beauty and durability of
diamonds be preserved without the social
and environmental costs of mining? In
recent years, the answer appears to be
yes, through the use of lab-grown
diamonds.

A sustainable alternative emerges
The first proven synthetic diamonds were
made by GE (General Electric) in 1954,
under a project codenamed “Project
Superpressure.” They utilised the HPHT
(High Pressure, High Temperature)
process, which mimics the conditions
under which natural diamonds form in
the Earth’s mantle.

In 1962, another method known as
CVD (Chemical Vapour Deposition) was
first used. This process involves
depositing diamond material onto
diamond seeds through chemical
reactions involving carbon-rich gases.

Lab-grown diamonds are chemically,
physically and optically identical to their
natural counterparts. Until 2018, they
were sold at a modest discount to mined

Table 1: presents a comparison of natural and
tab-grown diamonds, drawing on findings from
the Natural Diamond Council’s 2025 report and
22021 study by Vladistav Zhdanov et al

Natural Lab-grown

(A diamonds | diamony

Cost per

o i | T5-Tlakhs | 280,000

b 0,077 /et [0-0.002m¥/ct

consumption | % B

[ Ls0khice | 35 KW/t (HPHT)
. 214.7 kWh/ct

consumption | (DeBeers) | Lyt

COZ emissions | 160kg/ct | 17-260 kg/ct

Diamond prices vary based on the 4Cs — carat,
cut, colour and clarity. The values shown are
representative market ranges.

alternative to mined stones. In the Union
Budget 2023-24, the Government of India
announced measures to encourage
indigenous production of lab-grown
diamonds, including support for research
into HPHT and CVD technologies.

As part of this initiative, in 2023, the
Indian Institute of Technology Madras (IIT
Madras) was awarded a five-year grant of
approximately ¥243 crore by the Ministry
of Commerce and Industry to establish
the India Centre for Lab-Grown Diamond
(InCent-LGD).

The centre aims to develop domestic
expertise in diamond seeds, machinery,
and manufacturing processes.

To put things into perspective, Table 1
c lidates the results of the 2025

associated with deforestation, d ds. Due to impro in the
displacement, soil erosion and water efficiency of laboratory equipment, the
pollution. Massive open-pit excavations price of lab-grown diamonds has

can also trigger landslides and mudslid continued to decline over the years. Now

Moreover, labourers suffer from a
plethora of diseases as a result of working
in diamond mines. A study by Gill Nelson
etal. in 2011 found that workers are at risk
of asbestos exposure and may develop
asbestos-related diseases, including
asbestosis, pleural plaques, and
mesothelioma.

Then come the blood diamonds, which
are mined diamonds involved in illicit
sales and used to fund military action. It is
nearly impossible to deduce a diamond’s

more affordable and traceable, lab-grown
diamonds preserve the qualities that have
made diamonds desirable since time
immemorial while avoiding much of the
damage linked to conventional
production.

India’s push for lab-grown diamonds
India has also begun to recognise the
potential of lab-grown diamonds as a
sustainable and economically viable

Natural Diamond Council report and a
2021 study by Vladislav Zhdanov et al. to
compare attributes of natural and
lab-grown diamonds.

The staggering variation in carbon
emissions for lab-grown diamonds can be
attributed to the energy source used for
production. Diamonds created using
coal-heavy power grids have higher
carbon emissions, while those
manufactured using renewable energy
sources have a much lower carbon
footprint.

The latter aligns with the United

Nations Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), which emphasise the transition to
cleaner energy systems and more
sustainable manufacturing practices.
Furthermore, the use of renewable
energy in diamond production reflects
the principles of a circular economy,
where resources are utilised more
efficiently and environmental impacts are
minimised throughout a product’s life
cle.

Although lab-grown diamonds are not
entirely free from environmental
concerns, the next generation of
consumers is increasingly drawn to them
as a more sustainable alternative to mined
diamonds. This shift in public perception
reflects a growing emphasis on ethical
sourcing, environmental responsibility,
and product traceability.

Their advantages become even more
significant when one considers the wide
range of applications diamonds have in
modern society. They are used in
heavy-duty industrial processes,
including cutting and drilling, as well as in
quantum computing, protective coatings
that extend equipment lifespan,
semiconductor manufacturing and
several other fields.

For a material so deeply woven into
both industry and culture, selecting the
more economical and sustainable option
becomes no longer a choice — it is a
responsibility.

(Prof. N. Arunachalam is currently working
as a Professor, Department of Mechanical
Engineering and also leading the HPHT
technologies development activities for
growing diamond in lab as part of India
Centre for Lab-grown Diamond
(InCent-LGD), IIT Madras. Dr. S.
Boominatha Sellarajan is working as a
Principal Project Scientist at InCent-LGD,
IIT Madras, Dr. U. Vishnuja is working as
Project Manager at InCent-LGD, [IT
Madras. Miss. Anupama Janakiraman is an
11th Std. student studying at Sishya School,
Adyar, Chennai).
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Test yourself on India’s performance at the Glasgow Commonwealth Games that

concluded on Sunday

V.V. Ramanan

[

QUESTION 1

Of the 122 athletes who represented
India, 38 returned with 39 medals,
with one of them getting two (a silver
and a bronze). Name this champion.

[N

QUESTION 2

In para athletics, six medals came
from three events thanks to three
double podiums, of which two were
top-two finishes. Name the events.

India win two gold medals for
the first-ever such success for
the country at the Games?

A

QUESTION 5

Name the compatriots of
Neeraj Chopra and Praveen
Chithravel who claimed
bronze when the duo won
silver in their disciplines.

[N

QUESTION 6

Which gold medallist was the
flag-bearer at the Closing

[ S Ceremony of the Games?

QUESTION 3 |

Who was the first medallist and the QUESTION 7

first to strike gold for India at the The youngest member of

Games? India's contingent also N

A brought the curtains down on Visual Question:
QUESTION 4 India’s campaign. Name the

Apart from boxing, in which sport did teenager. PTI

™
K

Name this athlete who won his event with a Games record.

An:

in).

Questions and Answers to the previous day’s daily
quiz: 1. Why did “J.C." Owens become known as “Jesse”?
teacher misheard or misunderstood his
initials, “J.C.” (for James Cleveland), and recorded
his name as “Jesse”.

2. What was the nickname given to Owens’ extraordinary
sequence of performances at the 1935 Big Ten
Championships? Ans: The “Greatest 45 Minutes Ever
in Sport.”

3. What was Jesse Owens’ winning distance in the long
jump at the 1936 Olympics? Ans: 8.06 metres (26 ft 5

4. Which two athletes were controversially dropped from
the U.S. 4x100-metre relay team before the final, allowing
Jesse Owens and Ralph Metcalfe to compete? Ans: Marty
Glickman and Sam Stoller.

Visual: Identify this U.S. President who neither
congratulated Jesse Owens nor invited him to the White
House after his four-gold-medal triumph at the 1936
Berlin Olympics. Ans: Franklin D. Roosevelt.

Early Birds: Tamal Biswas | Erfanally Oosmany | Sukdev
Shet | Pulkit Sathe | Varghese Joseph

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know your
English

S. Upendran

‘What is the meaning of “geek”? (T. R.
Ananthamman, Chennai)

This is a word which is mostly used in
informal contexts. A ‘geek’ is a person
who is disliked by most people because of
his disgusting behaviour or appearance.
The ‘ee’ is pronounced like the ‘ee’ in
‘bee’, ‘see’, and ‘fee’. Here are a few
examples.

Our new chemistry professor looks like
a geek. Wonder how he got the job.

Who is the geek you were talking to?

You may be interested to know that the
word ‘geek’ has another meaning as well;
one that is more complimentary. A
hardworking person can also be referred
to as a geek. For example:

Mohan is the geek you find in the library
all the time.

‘Geek’ was first used to refer to people
who performed in circuses; not the
acrobats, but those who performed
unusual acts like biting off the head of a
chicken, swallowing a live goldfish, etc.—
acts which made the audience squirm. Or
should 1 say acts which made the
audience scream “EEK”!

‘Which of the following sentences is
correct? “I pity who buy things from
you” or “I pity those who buy things
from you”. (V. Harini, Neyveli)
The second sentence is correct. The verb
‘pity’ needs an object after it. Who are the
people that you pity? The first sentence
doesn’t give us this piece of information,
the second one does. You pity those
people who buy things from the person
you are talking to. Here are a few
examples.

I pity the people who have to work in
this weather.

Rama pitied Bharath because he hadn’t
completed his assignment.

‘What is the meaning and origin of the
expression “wet behind the ears”? (I.
Manish, Kerala)

‘When you say that someone is wet behind
his/her ears, it means that he/she is young
and immature. The person is ‘green’.
Here are a few examples.

You can easily fool Anand. He is still wet
behind the ears.

I don’t know how Janaki got promoted.
If you ask me, she is still wet behind the
ears.

Before we entered this beautiful world
of ours, all of us were floating around in
our mother’s tummy. When we came out
of the womb, we came out with the
amniotic fluid that was surrounding us. In
other words, we entered this world
soaking wet. Doctors /nurses used towels
to dry us off before handing us over to our
mothers. In the case of newborn animals
however, the mother has to lick the baby
dry. It takes quite some time for the
mother to do this. And one of the last
places to become dry, I understand, is the
area behind the ears. So if an animal is
still wet behind its ears, it implies it has
come into this world recently; it is still
‘green’.

‘What is the meaning of Kangaroo
court? (T. lanchelian, Kumbakonam)
This is no court at all. A kangaroo court is
an unofficial court of law set up by a
group of people, especially in prisons and
trade union organisations, in order to try
someone of a crime. In most of these
cases, the verdict is predetermined. The
person on trial is usually found guilty and
punished.

Published in The Hindu on June 26, 2001

Word of the day

Ubiquitous:

being present everywhere at once

Synonyms: widespread, prevalent,
universal, common

Usage: smartphones hove become ubiquitous
inmodern life.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/ubiquitous

International Phonetic
Alphabet: jjubikwites/

N
¥
For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to

letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context’
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Behind Kerala’s
decision to take
some forest spots
off Google Maps

Nikhila Henry
Hyderabad, August 3

INDISCRIMINATE GEOTAGGING of locations in
Kerala’s forests is now illegal. The Kerala government’s
Forest Department has decided to find locations in the
state’s forests that have been illegally geotagged by indi-
viduals on online map platforms and remove them.
Rajesh Ravindran, Principal Chief Conservator of For-
estsand Head of Forest Force for the state forest depart-
ment, told The Indian Express that this is being done to
prevent people from entering sensitive ecological spots
atthe expense of their lives and that of the animals and

fauna which exist there.

Earlier, Kozhikode Divisional Forest Officer M Joshil
had sought the removal of Google Maps listings inside
reserve forests in his district, noting that these were en-

couragingillegal entry.
Illegalgeotaggmg

q
{ y

p4
HARISH DAMODARAN

™

THEUNITED States-Israel versus Iran war
and the effective closure of the Strait of
Hormuzsince February 28 hastriggered ar-
guably the greatest global energy supply
shockin history, eclipsingeven the ones of
1973 and 1979.

However, its impact hasn't been felt as
muchin India with regard to fertilisers, es-
pecially urea.

Data from the Fertiliser Association of
Indiashows the country’s urea production
fell to 17.5 lakh tonnes (It) in March 2026,
from24.7 It in March 2025.

The main reason was the supply dis-
ruptions in the primary feedstock, lique-
fied natural gas (LNG). Before the war, 53-
54% of India’s LNG imports came from
Qatarand the United Arab Emirates (UAE),
mostly against long-term supply contract
agreements. These couldn’t be honoured
due to shipping blockades as well as dam-
agetokey liquefaction infrastructure from
Iranian missile and drone strikes.

isthe process of

a ical

locanon to a photo or video or any other pictorial repre-
sentation on an online map. The process becomes illegal,
accordingto the Kerala state government, if the location
beingadded to the map is “a sensitive ecological spot”.
The forest department has referred illegal geotagging

*PLANOFACTION

® The forest department s likely
tosubmitafinal list of illegally
tagged locations to online map
platforms for removal of tags.

@ |talso planstoidentify the
individuals who uploaded the
locations within the reserve and
protected forest areas and initi-
atelegal action.

totheir IT wingto collatea
listofsuch tagged
locations, which will then
be forwarded to the Forest
Management Wing.
“Geo-tagging these
sensitive locations on web
mapping and navigation
platforms had led to un-
lawful entry into reserve
forests,” Ravindran said.
Accordingto him, even
trekking trails used by for-
est departmentstaff
inside protected forest

patchesin Silent Valley — which he called “ecologically
sensitive locations” — have been made available on on-

line maps.
Cause for worry

The places which are being illegally tagged are moun-
tainous regions prone to disasters including mudslides,

forest officials said.

“Tourists in an effort to see the Kerala monsoon inall

itsbeautyare

zintosuch

ones. The

other reason to deem some geotagging as illegal is that
wildlife corridors are being exposed. We do not want hu-
mans to come incontact with the big cats, elephantsand
bison without the permission of the forest staff,” Ravin-

dransaid.

“The sanctity of such areas will have to be preserved
and not anyone can enter these places for tourism pur-
poses,” he added. Ravindran said that he hopes online
maps remove such illegal geotagged locations from their
platforms once “the forest department writes to them”.
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Domestic urea output to21lt
in April. The following two months saw it
furtherriseto25.21tand 254 1t, somuchso
that cumulative production in April-June
2026,at71.51t, was 54% higher than the 679
It for the same quarter of last year.

Proactivegavernmenz action

“The credit goes to the government,
which pushed GAIL (India) Ltd and Indian
0il Corporation to diversify their LNG
sourcing, even ifit meant pivoting heavily
1o spot market purchases at higher prices.
So, even as the share of Qatar and UAE
dwindled to near-zero, more LNG was im-~
ported from the US, Oman, Nigeria, An-
gola, People’s Republic of the Congo and
even Indonesia, Trinidad and Norway,” a
fertiliser industry official said.

The same proactiveness was also seen
intheimports of urea. The state-owned In-
dian Potash Ltd (IPL) and National Ferti-
lizers Ltd floated tenders on April 4 and

® ECONOMICS

» Production, import, sale of fertilisers

Urea DAP MOP | Complexes =SSP
PRODUCTION )
Aprun2025 | 6788 1035 0 2664 | 1393
Aprun2026 | 7153 984 0 192 135
IMPORT i )
Apr-un2025 | 838 974 | 265 954 0
Aprun2026 | 2508 711 | 609 491 0
SALE )
Aprlun2025 | 699 1554 | 457 2032 | 1219
Aprun2026 | 6933 1526 423 3015 | 1355

SOURCE: THE FERTISER ASSOCIATION OF INDIA

ALLFIGURES INLAKH TONNES

Commercial vessels anchored in the Strait
of Hormuz off Bandar Abbas, Iran. a»

Iran. These were, again, previously being
shipped through the Strait of Hormuz. Im-
port prices of ammonia have eased to $650-
700 per tonne though, after skyrocketing
t0 $850-900 levels in May.

“Thereal problem today is sulphur. It is
necessary for making sulphuric acid that
is, in turn, used to break down rock phos-
phate (the P-bearing ore) and convert into
phosphoric acid. And without phosphoric
acid and sulphuric acid, there can be no
DAP, SSP and complex fertilisers,” the ear-
lier-quoted official explained.

In DAP, no imports have been con-
tracted after the purchase of 13.51t through
IPL's mega-tender on April 28 at $930-935
pertonne (cost plus freight). That price was

igher $725-750 levelsof ayearago.

May 27, against which 25 It and 17 It of im-
ported urea were secured at landed prices
of $935-959 and $444.9-449.3 per tonne
respectively.

A third tender for the import of 17 It —
101t tobe delivered in western Indian and
7 It in eastern coast ports — was issued by
Rashtriya Chemicals and Fertilizers on July
29. The bids for this tender will open on
August11.

On the whole, India imported 25.11t of
urea during April-June 2026, up from a
mere 84 It in April-June 2025. “Through
this crisis, the government has made sure
there isadequate supply of both imported
urea and LNG for domestic production. It
has also not allowed the higher import
costs to be passed on to farmers, which
would reflect in the fertiliser subsidy bill
overshooting budget estimates,” the offi-
cial noted.

Not so comfortable

While the ureasupply situation is com-
fortable, it’s not so with di-ammonium
phosphate (DAP) and complex fertilisers.

Urea meets the nitrogen (N) require-
ment of crops, just as DAP and muriate of
potash (MOP) provide Pand potassium (K)
respectively. Complex fertilisers contain
these plant nutrients — N, P, Kand sulphur
(S)—indifferent blends.

It can be seen from the accompanying
lable that the production of DAP, complex
il d alsosingle super i
(QSP alow P-content

for DAP)

Some
worries
While the urea
supply situation
iscomfortable,
it’s notso with
di-ammonium
phosphate (DAP)
and complex
fertilisers.

L]

The conflictin
West Asia has
tightened
sulphur supplies
too.

haveregistered declines in April-June 2026
over April-June 2025. Moreover, unlike in
urea, their reduced domestic output has
been combined with lower imports.

The success achieved in widening the
import sources of urea and LNG has not
been replicated either in phosphatic
and complex fertilisers or key intermedi-
ates/raw materials such as phosphoric acid
and sulphur.

Prices of phosphoric acid (cost plus
freight) imported into India have increased
from $1,055 per tonne in January-March
2025t0 $1,153 in April-June 2025, $1,258 in
July-December 2025, $1,290 in January-
March2026,$1,360 in April-June 2026 and
$1,700 for the current July-September
2026 quarter.

It’s worse for sulphur, where landed
prices were elevated at $500-550 pertonne

$150-250
before the Iran war. That spike was on ac-
count of Ukrainian d ksonoil re-

“Prices are unlikely to fall. In anything,
they may goupifIndia wereto float a fresh
largeimport lender The government must
focuso of sulphurand
make it viable for domestic DAP and NPKS
manufacturers to import. It would entail

i diti ubsidy provision, simi-
lartothat on urea,” the official added.

EINirio factor

Demand for fertilisers has been sub-
dued because of the EINifio-induced mon-
soon deficiency.

Withall-India rainfall during June-July
being 12.6% below the normal average for
the twomonths, theareasown under kha-
rif crops, too, has been down 2.9% so far
from last year.

‘This is in contrast to 2025 and 2024,
which weresurplus monsoon years, Ample
soil moisture, well-filled reservoirs and re-
charged groundwater tables prompted
farmersto plant with gustoand also queue

fineriesin Russia, which led to production
losses and a ban on exports by a major glo-
bal supplier.

‘The conflict in West Asia has tightened
sulphur supplies from other big sources
too: QatarEnergy, Saudi Aramco, Abu
Dhabi National Oil Company and Iran
itself. The result is that import prices are
ruling ataround $1,100 per tonne now.

The conflict has also squeezed the
supply of ammonia — the source of N for
complex fertilisers — from QatarEnergy,
Saudi Arabia’s Maaden and SABIC, and

uptobuy ‘With supply manage-
ment failing to keep pace with demand,
there was a scramble for fertilisers and the
lines only got longer.

‘This time, there has been a slowdown
in offtake of fertilisers, besides better
supply preparedness on the government’s

art.

“With upcomingstate elections in Uttar
Pradesh, Punjab and Uttarakhand in Feb-
ruary-March, you can expect the govern-
ment to take no chances even for the rabi
(winter-spring) cropping season,” the offi-
cial added.

US-Japan joint action: How a stronger yen affects Indian markets

Akash Mandal
Mumbai, August 3

Behind the intervention
The US hasa vested interest inthe yen's
performance, with a weakeryenleadingto

THEUS and Japan on d; i
ajoint coordinated intervention in the Ja-
panese currency market aimed atsmooth-
ing out excessive volatility in the yen. The
move, taken on Friday, strengthened the
yenagainstthe US dollar, ringing potential
alarm bells for Indian markets.

The joint action — the first since 2011
— was under the US-Japan Finance Min-
isters’ Joint Statement issued in Septem-
ber 2025, with both countries keeping the
dooropen forfurtherjoint intervention ef-
forts. This comes against the backdrop of
the Japanese currency falling to 40-year
lows in July.

“They haveaweakening yen, and they
wanted alittle bit of help. And we're always
there for Japan,” Reuters quoted US Presi-
dent Donald Trump as saying in response
toareporter'squery. The Japanese govern-
ment may have sold as much as $59 billion
in securities on Thursday to support its
currency, Reuters reported citing central
bank data.

US Treasury bond yis up. With
the Japanese government holding a large
share of US Treasuries, a weak yen may
force Japan to sell US bonds, further elev-
ating US bond yields. With yields already
under pressure owingtoelevated inflation
and expectations of interest rate hikes by
the Federal Reserve, ajoint intervention by
both countries helps manage market ex-
pectations.

“Obviously Japan needs to increase in-
terest rates (to curb inflation), but none of
the central banks are keen to raise rates at
this point because it could affect demand.
That’s why this sort of intervention is
there,” said Pankaj Pandey, head of re-
search at ICICI Securities.

“The US debt has climbed to $40 tril-
lion, soevery 10-20 basis points of increase
in bond yields will puta lot of pressure on
the US balance sheet. Hence, the US might
have stepped in to protect the dollar,” said
Sunny Agrawal, head of research at SBI-
CAPS Securities. One basis point equals

Insand outs

® The Indian stock
market saw a posi-
tive Fllinflow of $2.1
billion (approxi-
mately Rs 20,200
crore)inJuly after
fourstraight months
of net outflow.

© The market has
seen foreign out-
flows of $27.2 billion

0.01%, that is, 100 basis points equal 1%.
‘The Bank of Japan kept its short-term
interest rates steady on Friday but signalled
that there might be a need to raise rates
soonasunderlying inflation threatened to
exceed its 2% target. While the US has also
avoided hiking interest rates so far, the
CME Fedwatch tool shows a nearly 65%
probability of a 25-basis-point rate cut in
the Fed’s next meeting in September.
After the Monday ¢ by

‘While analysts are unsure about current
numbers, an August 2024 report by Elara
Capital showed India’s yen carry trade ex-
posure stands at around $21 billion, or
about2.2% of the total foreign institutional
investor (FII) holdings.

Whileunwindingofthe yen carry trade
may lead to an FIl exodus in the shorter
run, crude prices remain a bigger concern
for the Indian market currently. “We
haven’tbeen abj iary of FIlinflows

the Japanese finance ministry, the yen
rose by around 1% to155.23 adollar, which
was the strongest level in three months,

Rs
2.54 lakh crore) so far
in2026.

Dbefore paring some gains to trade around
156.75. This followed the currency gaining
over 3% in the last two sessions of the pre-
vious week.

Impact on Indian markets

The Indian market hasasignificant ex-
posuretothe yen, especially through carry
trades. Thistrade facilitates tradersborrow-
ing in a cheaper currency like the yen to
buy securities in emerging markets like
India to take advantage of the interest rate
differential.

as of now, so most of the negatives are al-
ready there in terms of pressure. Forus, the
bigger macro issue is the stabilisation of
crude price,” said Pandey.

The Indian stock market saw a positive
Fllinflow of $2.1 billion (approximately Rs
20,200 crore) in July after four straight
months of outflow. This inflow, however,
‘was nothing compared to the foreign out-
flows of $272 billion (approximately Rs 2.54
lakh crore) the Indian stock market has
seen so far in 2026.

The impact on the Indian market from
the yen's trajectory would depend both on
the current levels of exposure and the
quantum of joint US-Japan intervention.

® CLIMATE

Climate whiplash, fire clouds

Yashee

New Delhi, August 3

THE WILDFIRES that have been raging

across much of Europe for the past week
themost i

Last week, the fires mggered the la:ges[

rope, an unusually wet period earlier this
year encouraged the explosive growth of
grasses, shrubs and undergrowth. That
vegetation thendried out under successive
heatwaves and drought, becoming abun-
dant fuel waiting for a spark.

Researchers say this sequence, of un-

peace-time evacuationin burnt
through 172,000 hectares in Spain. Major
blazes have also been reported in Portugal,
Italy, Cyprus, and Croatia, among others.

Scientists say Europe’s wildfires are in-
creasingly being fuelled by a dangerous
combination of climate change, rapidly
swinging weather extremes known as cli-
mate whiplash, and decades of changes
in how people use —and no longer use —
theland.

Bigger, hotter, harder to stop

Wildfires have a natural role in the en-
vironment, clearing away dead leaves and
branches and dense undergrowth fromthe
forest floor, so nutrients in the soil are un-
locked and new plants can grow. The spark
tolight the fire can be natural or human ac-
tivity-related. The problem begins when
the fire spreads uncontrollably, due to fac-
tors like a climate whiplash.

usually wet followed by intense
drying, is becoming more common as cli-
mate change intensifies both ends of the
weather . The California wildfires
last year were also fuelled by this weather
sequence.

One of the most striking features of this
year’s Europe fires has been the appear-
ance of pyrocumulonimbus clouds, often
shortened to pyroCbor “fire clouds”, which
can generate thunderstorms that further
enhance the fire.

A large wildfire releases enormous
amounts of heat. The hot air, along with
smoke, ash and moisture from burning
vegetation, rises rapidly into the atmos-
phere. As it climbs, the air expands and
cools. Eventually, the moisture condenses
around tiny smoke particles to form a
towering cloud. If the fire is intense
enough, that cloud can grow into a full-
fledged thunderstorm, reaching 10-15 krn

Towering flames on Mount Kithairon in Greece on Monday. a¢

Inside the cloud, collisions between ice
crystals, water droplets and ash generate
electrical charges that produce lighminv
Those lightningstrikes can ignif

and residents. In extreme cases, a wildfire
effectively begins creatingits own weather.

Diego Ferraz Castifieiras, a climate and
i and Euro-

kilometres away from the original blaze
‘The storms also generate powerful, erratic

Cli

intotl »hereand even

between weather extremes. In western Eu-

the stratosphere.

windsthat c: change thedirec-
tion or speed of a fire, trapping firefighters

pean Climate Pact Ambassador (a Euro-
peanUnioninitiative), told The Indian Ex-
press, “Extreme heatwaves and prolonged
droughts, intensified by climate change,

epapenindianexpress.mm.. .

are creating conditions that can favour
sixth-generation wildfires. These are ex-
tremely intense events that destroy biodi-
versity, release vast quantities of carbon di-
oxide and, in turn, contribute further to
global warming.”

Causes beyond climate change
While climate change is a major culprit,

another reason for the devastating fires is

the changing land use pattern in Europe.
Over the past several decades, Europe's

The factors fuelling Europe’s massive wildfires

contributed to an increase in wildfire risk
in the region.” it says.

Consequences

The wildfires have an economicas well
as an environmental cost, as smoke im-
pacts air quality for thousands of
kilometres.

The United Nations Economic Com-
mission for Europe (UNECE) said in a.July
30report, “Wildfires threaten lives, destroy
homes, m[raerucLure and livelihoods, and

countryside has at

tion. Farms have been abandoned, live-

force entire ies In
o ;

stock grazing has declined and many rural
residents have moved to cities.

The result is that large areas once kept
open through agriculture and grazing are
now covered with dense shrubs, young
treesand dry vegetation. This createsa con-
tinuous layer of combustible fuel, allowing
fires to spread fartherand faster than they
oncedid.

u.ma[ed to cost around EUR 2.5 billion
every year, through damage to infrastruc-
ture, loss of tourism revenue and dis-
ruption of economic activity.”

And while Europe is getting better at
tackling the blaze, experts say that is not
enough.

Castifieiras also said protecting eco-
systems req\.u:es much more than “simply

The Organisation for 0-0p-
eration and Development (OECD), in a
2023 report, pointsout that land abandon-

they start. “We ur-
gently need to adapt to this clunate reality
by actively managing our agroforestry

ment f: ion

rural abandon-

and fuel accumulation. “Over the past cen-
tury, land abandonment in the Mediterra-
nean region has been associated with sig-
nificant fuel build-up, which has

New Delhi

mentand building more diverse and resil-
ient ecosystems,” he said.
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Should India reconsider

its defence ties with Israel?

— Nicolas Blarel, Sumit Ganguly
Logon to www.indianexpress.com
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® WORDLY WISE

Conformity is the jailer of
freedom and the enemy of growth.
— John F Kennedy
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH
INVOLVES USALL

The outsider is in: Patna
sends amessage via PK

ESULTS OF by-pollsare not to beread without a large
helping of caveats, it is risky to extract larger political
conclusions from them. That said, Prashant Kishor's
impressive and hard-fought victory in Bankipur con-
stituency in the heart of Patna is a significant moment in the
state’s polity. It may or may not reflect the di that

What remains of Jantar Mantar after
the crowds have gone home

NIRONY lostinthecurrenttur-
bulence is this: A populist has
been blindsided by a populist
moment. An amorphous and

kits”™. Till now, the Modi phenomenon has,
inkeepingwith the populistscript, projected

spilled over at Jantar Mantar during the students’ protests re-
cently. What is more certain is this: The poll strategist-turned-
politician’s pitch marks a disruption in Bihar. Even though the
Jan Suraaj drew a blank in the Iast assembly poll after a high-
profile campaign, Bihar’s newest party had left an imprint on
the polmcal vmabulaw Inastate where the salience of LBS[E

himas above the fray, as the custodian of o
blg,,erpxc[ures notsinged by thelinesofac-
that are in any case long and ey

arit ithast

nuded of the radical charge of “social justice” politics, Kishor’s
attempt to change the subject to issues of education and cor-
ruption, jobs and migration, and criticism of the BJP’s choice
0f CM, was noticed. Now, Prashant Kishor, MLA, has the oppor-
tunity and the platform to build on this.

Kishor’s victory also carries a symbolic resonance given that
itcomesinabastion of the BJP— ithas won every election here,
never securing a vote share below 59 per cent; Bankipur has
elected, fivetimesinarow, itscurrentchiefNitin Nabin. The BJP
routinBankipur theNDAswepttheas-
sembly poll, subsequently installing Samrat Choudhary as the
first BJP chief minister of Bihar, in the wake of Nitish Kumar's
exit. Kishor's electionisa: wammg to the BJP against arrogance
and comg and also theRJD. That
a inst the BJPwent the newbie, notto

also different from the conventional popu-
list actor or force — it is a fluid formation,
with no defined organisation and no over-
powering leader who is charismatic. This
could keep it safe from some of populism’s

archghls in Delhl you someumes catcha

what deprived
to the political mainstream — pride in the
rnn titution Y,

oy afirst-

party, ma pom[ma ‘oter

seethe Tejashwi-led party i
ingness to explore new options and spaces.

Bihar’s newest MLA enters the assembly at a time of churn
in itics. Nitish Kumar, for I i figure, and
the only one in recent history who played the role of a bridge,
softening caste edges in a coalition of extremes, has moved to
Delhi. His agenda of governan andi:
of new directions and beginnings. The BJP finally has a chief
minister of its own but it is not yet clear if it can find its footing
in a state that, in the past, has seemed less welcoming of Hin-
dutva politics. Lalu Prasad’s party seems diminished, still, by a
past moment of its own making. Prashant Kishor’s victory
comesin a fraught moment, itis up to him now to give it shape
and meaning. Watch thisspace.

0
and herwill-

PMs call to forgive must
be heard by police, party

tested inthe name of the people forced a meandenng inamulti-layered polity. 3 \ < ill-effects, arguably. past-the-postsystemupon parties, “How can
minister’ and By taking on Modi directly now. the pro- W Evenso, the claimtospeak for theauth-  any one party change the Constitution that
ing ane Minister Narendra Modl Over 12 tests triggered by the Cockroach Janta VANDITA enuc peoplei ina large and diverse democ-  Babasaheb bestowed and all parties ac-
PM Modi Party against an education system besieged MISHRA racy i anactofwhat cepted?”, was a refrain in many Dalit local-
by debilitating weaknesses, have drilled theorist John Keane calls political ventril-  ities, even in the 2024 Lok Sabha election,
institutions, processes, even rules of the some reahtychecks into his above-the- Eray oquism. It must be interrogated. It needsto  when the BJ'P ] “400 pauf‘ slogan had
game. Well, the people are talking back to andloosened old beasked, forinstance, whetheracrowdwill  touched offi ing
him now, and some of them are rude. That  of the Modi-BJP story. This is, therefore, a gatheraseasily, orbuild pressureonthegov-  experiment of a Dalit party in search of the
he doesn’t seem to understand their lan- moment of reclamation and relief. But the ernment: aseﬂ‘ecnvely iftheissuewasthere-  “plus”votemade Mayawati a four-time chief
guage, that fact also is that what is being called the curri againstDalitsorcon-  ministerof UP, and thatcompulsion alsolies
on Instagram, pomls totheriftsuddenly “Gen Z movement” rides a populist mo- tinuing exclusion from “sabka saath...” of  behind the wooingof SCs by other parties.
framed by the upsurge from below. ment of its own making — it also runs the the Muslim minority. In Muslim neighbourhoods, in the time
This is not like the dharna at Shaheen danger of making claims that need to be ‘The slogan of “Jai Bheem” raised from  of BJP dominance, you hear, again and
Bagh or even like the farmers’ agitation to ifnot 1,in the Jantar Mantar stage does not put these zgam alienation from leaders and parties,
‘which the Modi mmer lear- anddi acy. questionstorest. Notjustbecauseitwasonly — andsi their
lier. The firstwasled by a relegatedMulem Tosaythisisnot a part of the background score, not theral-  shoulderat nal ules of thegame.
minority. Tt at  arealike, orthat 2014 is equal 102026.In lying cry. It is also because more thanany  Theinstitutions are still there, are they not?
thecentre of thesecond agitationwasmore 2014, an electorate was tiring of Congress, one slogan, leader, party or flash mob, the ~ Will they not hold out against pressures, re-
m'efu[able itdid nonouch offemotionsand  the Sonia Gandhi-Manmohan Singh gov- marginalised and the excluded, the Dalits ~ mainstanding?
i f familieslikea erningar divided at the top and the Muslim minority, depend on what An abiding memory from a night spent
‘movement that makes the young its motif.  inwaysthat itsown authority, took a back seat at Jantar Mantar—stolid  atthe 2011 Anna Hazare mobilisation in the
This time, PM Modi faces an intimate md po]lucs seemed not to have caught up institutions and unglamorous processes, capiral’s Ramlila Maidan is of the dark
enemy, one he cannot or easily Proddedby unspectacular rules of the game, ill-lit  piercec upbypeople
label as the “Other”. the Anna moblllsanons voters checksand balances. Tobefair,the  takingselfies, well after the stage had fallen
In 2014, when Modi swept to poweron  were persuaded and entranced by More than anyone slogan, CJP has not openly or directly silent. TheJantar Mantarsit-in, too, hasdone
the claim that he is the embodiment of the ~ the Modi appedl his oulsmed per- Jeader, party or flashmob,the ~ underminedinstitutions, butithas weII to increase democracy’s repenoxre of
sl instt i s0Na, us-ver ol raked up astrain of anti-politics. It voices. But we need -
over by corrupt Congress elites, he wasthe  promises of quick-fixes. The stu- margmahsed and theexcluded is also true that the rules of the  edge a paradox: A routine, non-populist
populistdefined notjustbyanti-elitism,but  dents' protest in 2026 comesata  dependonwhattookaback  game are being rewritten by the  politics cannot easily challenge populism,
also by anti-pluralism. The Modi-BJParro-  timewhenadifferentkindofdisil- ~ seatatJantar Mantar —stolid  ruling establishment, which and yetall populism bruises institutions.
gated toitself the prerogativetodefinewho  lusionmaybesettingin. Thistime,  jngtitutions and unglamorous ~ chooses its own referees. But the - This moment also calls for humility — the
is,and whoisn't, the people — not the Mus- it lsagams[adommeennggovem» rocesses, unspectacularrules consmunonal and pol.mcal scaf- agenda cf change remains unfulfilled, after
lims, nor the criti political ment that i allspaces, P! W pec R despite-it-all  the home.
labelled as “anti Hindu”, “urban Naxal”and  amid a weakening of institutions  Ofthegame, ill-lit constitutional  stisreposedby thoseat themar-
“anti national”, or those propped up by and hollowing out of parties. The checks and balances ginsand peripheries. The writer s National Opinion Editor, The Inian
inimical “foreign forces” with sinister “tool ~ CJP, which leads the protests, is InDalit it fromthe Express. vandita.mis

Listening to rivers,
learning from fires

&

KAUSHIK Das

dlﬂicmtymreconcllmgdevelopmen( ambi-

ing

tions with limit:

another crisis — people wading
through floodwaters in Assam,
fammes neemg landslides in Kerala, resi-

N A world ravaged by wars, some of
last week’s most poignant images

1t may be tempting to see the cnsls un-
foldingin of
story AwarmmgaLmospbere doesintensify

Hollywood filmsin
India: Kiss, don't show

&

Indian thea[re you'll be able to watch Spidey fight ninja
warriors,

the mighty Hulk. But you know what you won't be able to
see him do? Kiss Mary Jane for more than eight seconds.

I FYOU'RE going to watch the latest Spider-Man film inan

Yes, our trusted uncles and aunties of the Central Board of
Film Certification (CBFC) areat it agam An eight-second se-

HE PRIME MINISTER’S message was clear. He urged inAsia, heavier ABBAS MOMIN
forgiveness for those who used abusive ]anguage and hreﬁghters battlmg blazes across Eu- ramfall insome regxons and more intense fromthe
against himduri tudent GUPTA rope. These events claimed lives, destroyed  heat in others. But stopping the analysis film. It isn’t the first time that the good people at the CBFC have
by the NEET exam paper leak. Punishing them, drag- homes and hvehhoods and left thousands  thererisks overlooking important nuances. remmded superpowered men in tights that theu pnmarv jobis
ging them to court and hounding them, is not the way forward, [« warmingworld. have evolved not locking lips fc time.
PM Narendra Modi said in an Instagram video on Friday. It was They also aless i with firefor In July 2025, when Superman came ﬂymg onto our movie
awelcome intervention, one that recognised that such excesses truth: Climate change unfolds thmugh dxs~ prolongedc heat- screens, two of his kissing scenes with love interest Lois Lane,
arebest through ion rather than i tinctecologies, historiesan firerisk. which clocked in at 33 seconds, were snipped. I often feel that
But if his words are to carry weight, they must be honoured by A changing climate is global; its conse- A response that goes beyond expressions of audienceswhochoosetowatch Hollywood filmsinIndiaare sub-
law enforcement agencies, by his party, and by the troll armies quences are shaped by the requires under- jected toagame of “spot the modification™. You'reengrossed ina
that are affiliated to it or supportit. unfold. standing th and social changes tense verbal spat be(ween two characters on screen. Suddenly
Unfortunately, that seems easier said than done. Ever since that disti isessential if: that have unfo[ded over the past half-cen- you'llnoti ” faces ¢ inanger, but
the protest wascalled offon July 25, arelentless backlashis being, reacting i tury. Rural i tradi- the words coming out are muted. Now you have to fill in the
faced by many who took to the streets. Cases were filed against paring forthem. Asgeographer Mike Hulme uunal grazing has dmnmshed woodlands blanks and guess the curse word. Thank you, CBEC, for making
protestors, notwithstanding the government’s assurance that has axgucd climate change forces societies without usexpert lip readers.
legalaction would not betaken, howthey risk, de- and decades of suppressing smaller fires Even the subtitles won't help you out, displaying aseries of
have, since then, withdrawn cases. Online, self- appom!ed en- and their ip with the vegetauon toac- i ifi i iti ingaHollywood
forcersof “morality” natural world. cumulate. F tourism filminIndia.’ 'I‘herecent adult" comedy Thclnwtchad theanti-
whoparticipated, demanding “action” against Lhem Tro]]s have The country’s this  intofi mokingand dri aquarter
doxxed several of the protestors, making their names, phone challenge, The Brahmaputra and its tribu- Scientificadvances — better climateat- ofth its107- Andifthatisn't
numbers, addresses and other personal details public, thus ex- tanm have always been dynamlc rivers,re-  tribution studies, satellite-based monitor- enough, the CBEC tryingtode-
posingthemtosustained harassment. Youngwomen, in particu- and  ing oframjal! land-usechange — are mak- c1pher the blurred -out brand name (Thei irony of blurry vision
lar, have drawn muchofthisire. ingiti possible to ffe ofalcohol obelost
Thy i :uuLauuanls!erl‘ Pradhan But the context today has changed. A how global warming influences particular onthe CBFCL Last year’s FI starring Brad Pitt had a rather ad-
—oneofthekey the satiri warmer atmosphere can fuel more intense ~ events. But explaining the climatic drivers vanced version of this “spot the modification” game when a
roachJanta’ Paxty wl'uch ledthe: protests— shcwed that megov- bursts of rainfall. Embankments have pro-  doesnot, byitself, explain why an event be- middle finger emoji during a text message exchange on screen
emnment the yuuuLT‘ tha[ mo- ities and farmland, butthey comes disaster. Equally important is as- was blurred out. One can only i m]agme \vha[ mjght lranspue
mentlayi ithad toresistitsis o natural river why similar hazards produce ‘whenCBFC
mma deaf earto gnevances orto criminalise dissent. The PM's and, in some places, increased the conse-  different consequences. Disaster risk is and peach emojis. Watching Hollywood films in India has be-
callto part¢ ofthatacknowl- quenceswhen floodsexceed theirlimits. For- ~ shaped as much by governance, ecological come astrange meta- experience. You're not just fnllnwmg the
But A Changing est degradation in catchments has further ~ stewardship and an understanding of so- story yungua
on hile intimidation thegmund Cer- climateis ili cial ities as by the invisibls ina ffice. How much
tainly, someof gl obal:its water flows and retain soil. The result is For India, the challenge is twofold: To kissing is too much kissing? How much violence is too much vi-
crude, falling on old sexist tropes. It was unbecoming of a move~ > greater vulnerability to floods. build far stronger systems to anticipate dis- < olence? And why adifferent yardstick for different films?
‘ment that was otherwise defined by a fresh and creative energy. consequences Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa  asters, whilealsorethinking how rivers, for- Watching What makes the board members decide that a violent scene
But while these protests must become an opportunity for the are shaped by Sarmas re-  ests, nedina Hu]lywood in Obsession will make people squirm an hour into the film and
young—and, indeed, theold irmistakes, they the landscapes curring floodsreflected the i fanap-  changingcli Utb: filmsinIndia  needstobx toDl har2wherean
cannot retextfor d . proach centred largely on relief and reha-  lic infrastructure must be shaped by an has becomea dli i havoconterrori
them vindictively. The Prime Minister has spoken. The police and societies bilitation after each inundation. Living  understanding of the landscapes and cli- = raphic ways foroves
and party faithful should listen to him. where they itha icriversystem requi dif- now inhabit, rather thanthe cer- strangemeta-  pagsed with an A certificate, but one set of adults apparently
unfold. ferent of governance: anearlierera. experience. needed lding
® Underslandiﬂg vulnerability before disaster strikes, not Awarmer world will not produce ident- How much “acts oftitillation” 1in films like Peddi
1 J f s d o responding afterwards. 1di Thy di d : . or the many raunchy Housefull films.
G asé()w ls Step ()l'WCIr ’ ﬂ'far dlSthUf)n Kerala's slopes are lmown tobesuscep-  onthe choices governments make, the eco- Vlolen(.:e istoo Rather than CBFC evolving, Hollywood studios have now
b' 3, < ” l d isessential if i i But  systems they protect and the institutions muchviolence?  started pre-empting their objections and, on occasion, creating
lgé,el' ]()leey d ]ea societiesareto  quarryi ion, roadc 1 y Adaptationshould notbea And why a “sanitised” versions of their films for the Indian market. Maybe
move: beyond d itati ile hillsi i intbut asetof y different therein liesthe CBFC’s victory: Hollywood superheroes lieat the
EDAL HAULS at Commonwealth Games aren’t al- o hay he damage di locally risks dstick f mercy of the sarkari certification office. It may be a brand new
‘ways an accurate reflection of a country’s sporting reacting rainfall. Thestate’s resistance to recommen- ya'r stick for day inSpider-Man’s world. Over here it'sthe same old, same old.
prowess, The depth in competition in some events tocrises i the gy Expert The writer is senior ditor, The Indian different films?
isn't necessarily great, and a quality sportsperson Panel, which called for greater caution in Express, kaushik. indi The writer is producer p di
doesn’t have to exert mum togeton the podlum Buteven with
that caveat, Indi; ward, es-
pecially when strong suits like shoo( mc wrestling, archery
hockey and i were not part of
isiblyrisen. N
Th thanin butsev- 40 YE ARS AGO Thatcheronsanctions BandhendsinDarjeeling anotherincident, four armed men snatched

eralglass ceilings were broken. Gulveer Singh winning medalsin
both the 5,000mand 10,000m —events traditionally a preserve
of African runners — is heartening. Tejaswin Shankar finished
onthedecathlon podiumacouple of daysafter withdrawing from
the high jump due to a knee injury. Neeraj Chopra had to settle
for the javelin silver medal, but Yash Vir Singh chnched bronze
toshowthereis mc on

India was the dominant force in the boxing ring, bringing
seven gold medals. The competition was mosllymodmt, bunhey

till had todo thejob. Injudo, Indi

landmark gold titles. In weightlifting, veteran Mu'abal Chanu
won her third straight gold medal but the next generaunn of

quality liftershas yet
stage. The As!an Games inJapan nexx momh will provide a
sterner Glasgowisbest

seen not as proofof arrival, but as evidence of a task well begun.

a.12borelicensed gunandthreelive car-
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stand on curbs

N progress sincx Neseas meet |

“INDIAN EXPRESS

THE BRITISH Prime Minister, Margaret
Thatcher, appeared to have yielded a little
tothe pressure exerted by the other Com-
monweal(h countries, including India, on
ion of South

THE WEST Bengal Chief Minister, Jyoti Basu,

presided over a high-level closed-door
meeting to discuss the Darjeeling situation
and ways to tighten up the security

inview of the Gorkha

Africa. At the first session of the mini-Com-
monwealth, Thatcher agreed that adequate
progress had not been made since the Nas-
sau summit last October and expressed her
willingness to consider further measures.
This has givenrise to hupes (ha! the meeung

National Liberation Front (GNLF).

ArmsseizedinPunjab

ELEVEN SUSPECTED terrorists belonging to
twogroups were arresred and somearms

tridges from its owner, the police said.

Land reformimplementation

THE CONGRESS- has sought detailed prog-
ress reports on the implementation of land
reforms from its pradesh party presidents
and state CMs. In a circular, the Congress-|
VP, Arjun Singh, has asked the party CMs
and pradesh presidents to make a critical
appralsal of the effectiveness of the various

may end insome p
avoid ariftwithin the Commonwealth.

epaper.indianexpresc.eom.. -

fromthem. This
apart, one person was shot at and injured. In

New Delhi

and other taken to
ensure equitable distribution of land.



® WHAT THE OTHERS SAY
The government’s war on
the media is paving the

way for bloodshed

— Haaretz, Isracl
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Youth won’t take over-promise, no delivery.
We need a Manmohan Singh moment

ASHOK GANGULY,
R GOPALAKRISHNAN
D RAKESH MOHAN

EADERS EVERYWHERE are

compelled to think outside the

boxand solve the problems that

have accumulated like athero-

sclerosis in the administrative
system. We call this the MMS moment
( Singh) to the
architect of liberalisation.

But where doyou begiu? Aleader can
startby i
de!wenngwhanspromlsed Leadersevery-

hy. But

leaders?

Since youth have “finally” been listened to,
older folks should be listened to as well.

The oldest of us is a nonagenarian. The
other two were born about 10 years later.
We enjoyed profess)ona] careers and re-
tired from formal ca imeinthe

ernance, and geopolitics form a complex
spaghetti and do not unfold in a linear
manner. We belong to a singularly fortu-
nate generation that has experienced the
sumval indeed the successful growth of

India. Many natic eup

last 20 years. Our current preoccupation
isto be thankful forthe lives we led, to feel
immensely proud about being Indian, and
to hope that our future generations will
feel even prouder in the coming decades.
In this rare joint writing, we draw atten-
tion to why some questions seemtolinger
forever, suspended in the gap between
promise and delivery.

Our parents were highly pre

democracy or transformed into autoc-
racies. Ours has remained democratic, de-
spite some inevitable weak spots and
frailties. This is a remarkableachievement
foracountry as large as ours.

Leaders with avariety of political affili-
ationsassume that theirappointmenttoa
post is a certificate of their being good lis-
[EHEIS From our own careers, we know

iondoes nothold. Ifanything,

with placing food on the family table. They
experienced the turmoil of colonialism,
world war, famine, partition, and other con-
vulsions. We grew up in an India character-
ised by a controlled economy, where every-
thing was in short supply — grams bread

me more powerful the leader, the less
likely he or she is to listen well. The public
arena provides many examples. In the
United States, forinstance, leaderselected
with less than a majority of the
popular vote have often acted as

..‘
(rELER

ILLUSTRATION: C R SASIKUMAR
Janata Party (CJP) reflects this shift in the
political imagination of India’s youth.
‘When leaders fail to listen with empathy,
dissatisfaction deepens. Amplified by the
reach and speed of social media, it can
quickly evolve into organised protest and
new forms of political expression.

The problem of exam leaks is not a re-
cent issue: In the last 12 years, we have ex-
perienced 1.25 leaks per month. Itisnocon-
solation that they occurred earlier. Now,
thereisan Exam Reform Committee. What
happened to the National Education Policy
(2020), Malviya Mission Teacher Tram\ng

(2023),and K
C i (2024) on ion? The
remarkable instant reaction of 20 million
people to a random Instagram message is
indicative ofamuchlarger problemthana
dysfunctional examination system.

sues of housing, food and women’s income
are mitigated by a variety of government-
runschemes.

Nothing is more dangerous than rea-
sonably fed youth who find little meaning
intheir lives and prospects. In the last dec-
ade, matters have deteriorated or, at best,
stayed static. If the CJP protests reveal any-
thing, it is that the gap between promise
and performance has become deeply per-
sonal, affecting the daily lives and pros-
pects of millions.

Thelast decade hasraised hopesin sev-
eral areas. No earlier generation has been
promised so much — dramatic improve-
mentineducational standards, elimination
of corruptionin publiclife, creditintobank
accounts by recovering illicit wealth from
abroad, benefits of ion, doubl-
ingof farmers’income, reducingimportde-
pendenceon crucial food-related items, in-
cluding fertilisers through nano fertiliser,
edible oils through large-scale plantations
in the north-east, and augmenting supply
of pulses. Though our GDP growth in the
last decade or so is similar to the previous
20 years, we are now acclaimed as the fast-
est-growing economy. But this is not
enoughifthe promises made with panache
are not met for the growing aspirations of
ouryouth and the general population.

The result is a burgeoning youth popu-
lation that is neither fully employed nor
meaningfully occupied, facing the cumu-
lative burden of hortcom-

ingsingovernance. and publicadministra-

V-Cswrite open
letters —but not
about NTA
or NEET

GAUTAM I MENON

GROUPofabout215

rentand former vice-chancellors of Indian univer-

sities, recendy pubhsheddn openletter challenging

a yintervention made by an MP. Their

letter names a person who was the hkely target of
the MP’sremarks, even though he was not named explicitIyA The
MP’s reference to a “cow urine expert” is widely understood to
mean Professor VKamakoti, the current Director of IT Madras.
Kamakoti isa computer scientist and academic, well-known for
his leadership of several major national computing initiatives.

There is one aspect of the open letter that merits some
thought. When V-Cs unite on such matters, do they represent
their institutions or do they speak in an individual capacity?
And how would we know the difference?

Asthose whowrite for the publicwhilealsoserving an insti-
tution know, their bylines are usually required to carry an ex-
plicit statement of the broad form, “The views expressed here
do not represent those of their institution”. A scholarly article
inajournal might not i But
then the affiliation listed would be an; acadeuuc one, notanad-
ministrative one, implying no control overany institutional pol-

tion. This is neither a BJP nor a Congress icies. So,when V-C: k orwrite for publi bar-
problem. Itisthe cumulative result of long- i ici toth onemust

standing institutional weaknesses, com- speak for thexr institutions, not for themselves Indeed, uns is
pounded over decades and by why head:

a culture of over-promising. The gap be- PLFSd: ded patternin India where

tween promise and delivery hurts badly.
Should we
down to execution?

The youthof India will not tolerate over-

ates face higher unemploymenl than graduates, who facc
maher unemploymcnt than those with secondary education.

of th di ‘public
umversmes remains dismal, and attacks on freedom of ex-

milk, steel, transport, and
We led more plentiful lives compared to our

This is neithera BJP nora

though the: overwhel-

ming public support.

parents, Our son: havelived
even better lives than we did, spurred by
better earnings, savings, travel, and techno-
logies. If progress werelinear, there would be
no need for us to worry about the future.
Indiamust be on the right track.

But it also may not be so. Politics, gov-

LETTERS
To THE EDITOR

Kashmir attack

THERECENT terror incidents
underline that security requires
constant vigilance, not occasional
responses (‘Return of terror points
toneed forconstantvigil’, IE, Au-
gust3). i agencies, local

if I
civil disturbances erupt. Our gen-
eration hasexperiencesand mem-
ories of Gandhiji's and JP’s
methods, butthe emerginggener-
ation has little memory of [hose

Congress problem. Itis the
cumulative result of long-
standing institutional
weaknesses, compounded
over decades and aggravated
by aculture of over-promising

Associatedwithitarelingering  promiseandunder-delivery. Indla needsan pression conti The scandal sur NEETand
issues related to other youth out-of-the-bo: the travails of the NTA reflect far larger problems.
anueues Massive educational  creative change. One might tthat V-Cs of Indian
anied byexces- h would be similarly concerned about the employability of their
sive prit i ting rustec vingthe tudents, corruption in the examinations that qualified them
costs, deteriorating educauoml nation’s future. toenter in the first place, the decline in quality of teachingand

standards the unavailability of

jobs and over-qualification for
low level jobs. Youth’s aspirations
havebeen raised, but delivery does

The of the C

not match aspirations. Luckily, is-

Vivek Katiu

ON JULY 22, terroristsbelongingtothe Lash-
kar-e-Toiba proxy, The Resistance Front, at-
mcked agroup of policemen in Anantnag,

them. Nine dayslater, thesame

policeand citizens must work to-
gethertodetect threatsearly. At
thesametime, development, edu-
cationand must

group allegedly killed two labourers from
Chhattisgarh working in a brick kiln in Kul-
gam. These attacks are warning signals to
India fros Pakistani mili-

continuetostrengthen public
confidence. A balanced approach
that combines security measures
with community participation
will helpisolate extremist
elements and preserve peace.
AMyilsami, Coimbatore

LoC stability

THE ARTICLE rightly reminds us
that fear cannot create lasting
peace (‘What images from across
LoCunderline: Fear can never be
foundation of peace’, IE, August
3).Stability along the Line of Con-
trol depends on trust, dialogue
and respect for the aspirations of
ordinary people. Violence only
deepensdivisions and delays
progress. Governments must
keep communication channels
open while firmly addressing se-
curity concerns. Peace becomes
durable only when development,
dignity and democratic participa-
tionreach every community af-
fected by conflict.
AbbharnaBarathi, Chennai

Nuclear safeguards

GLOBAL NUCLEAR cooperation
should be guided by consistent
principles rather than strategic
convenience (‘Saudi nuclear deal
Bares Washington's double stan-
dards’, IE, August 3). Different
standards for different countries
weaken confidencein theinterna-

tary establishment, which holds India and
the Afghan Taliban responsible forthe activ-
itiesof the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP)
andthe Ba]ocmstan Liberation Army (BLA)

in and Khyber P

Tt theirabil-
ityto: smke secunryforces and seusluve tar-
get: in 2 most atwill.

OnJuly 31, DirectorGenexal(DG). Inter-
Services Public Relations (ISPR), Ahmed
Sharif Chaudhry admitted that Pakistan
has lost 303 soldiers and 194 law enforce-
ment personnel inanti-TTPand BLA oper-
ations this year. While he emphasised the
heroic work of the army, he did not, delib-
erately, refer to the week-longsit begin-
ningJuly9,ofthe families of police person-
nel killed in TTP attacks in the
Quetta area in early July. The
families refused to bury their dead
till the Balochistan government
agreed to appoint a Judicial Com-
mission to examine the security
lapses that had led to the massacre.
Whilethisis not the first timea com-

Munir is in no position to
risk a terrorist attack which
crosses India’s red lines
and compels a major

Ganguly is former chairman of Hindustan
Unilever and former member, Rajya Sabha,
Gopalakrishnan is former director of Tata Sons,
and Mohan s former deputy governor, R8I

J&K terror attack shows
Rawalpindi against the wall

mission hasbeenappointed forsucha pur-
pose, each one hasbeen gallingtothe army.

Chaudhry reiterated Pakistan’s tired
charge of an Indian and Afghan Taliban
nexus for assisting the TTP and BLA in
carrying out terrorist attacks in Pakistan.
What was new, however, was his reminder
to the Afghan Taliban of the Quran's teach-
ing to Muslims: “Iman wale ko chhod kar
kafiron ko dost na banaa”. Many Muslim
scholars refute Chaudhry’s interpretation.
Chaudhry did not reflectat all on the factthat
despite Pakistan’s assistance to the Afghan
Taliban, the interim Afghan authorities

research at many public uni-
versities and difficulties with
NEPimplementation.

Sadly, thereseemstobe no
similar open letter from any
group of V-Cs that addresses
such questions, even though
this one says, “Our scientists,
scholars and educators de-
serve to know that they can
participate in public debate
without fearof being reduced
todismissive labels.”

Last year, the interna-
tional board of the Interna-
tional Olympiad on Astron-
omyand Astrophysics (I0AA)
discussed the issue of Israel’s participation. Several scientists,
including a number of Indians who were among its sponsors,
sought Israel’s suspension citing scholasticide in Gaza asarea-

a
=

across the world, any ism by
Munir will end all the goodwill he earned
thmugh his mediation effuns, eventhough

son, while also pointing out that Israel had forcibly prevented

Palestine from fielding a full team for the Olympiad. The board

passed aresolution barring the Israeli state from official repre-
ion until it with international law.

now overtaken zhose eﬂorts

Munir, especially as he became chief of
defence forceslastyear, hastoanswer tothe
army garrisons and members of the security
establishment about the reasons why, as a
“mard-e-momin”, he is allowing India not
only to make Pakistan’s western border in-
secure but also to make unprecedented
trouble in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir —
that is what Chaudhry implied during his

Surprisingly, in response, nearly 300 academics, including
several V-Cs who are signatories to the current letter, wrote pub-
licly to the Prime Minister, asking him to act against those In-
dians who had initiated the IOAA resolution. They were named
explicitly in the letter, inavindictive step. Their letter said that
theiractions had the capacity of embarrassing India diplomati-
cally, going ontosay that “many faculty in central government
institutions are strongly committed to an older political line
that has long since given way to a new paradigm that sees our
couutxy as a new, aspirational, and progressive Bharal“ The
uest. toan

found the neighbour’s h so hostile
40 Afohani Z .

soured completely between them. Also, no
Islamicstate follows Chaudhry’sinterpreta-
tion inits interstate ties. Indeed it would be

Heis, therefore,inavery
difficult spot. He can no longer avoid re-
suming terrorist actions in J&K, and yet he
has to carefully calibrate them so that the
secuntysxtuduon inthe Union Territory de-

pertinentfor

but not to the extent that Prime

W req
mtemanonal body. the IOAA, by scientists interested in up-
holding that body’s own founding principles, as an attack on
India’s foreign policy. Interestingly, some of the same V-Cswho
authored the current open letter did not consider “vested in-
terest” to be a “dismissive label” at that time.

Ina vnbram democracy, everyone, whether a V-C or lowly

citizen or a student, would be able

drawtheworld’s i he distortion: Minister Modiis pxovoked into
hicharebeing lucedin ing kineticaction. Hence,
by the Pakistan army. certed efforts at increasing the number of
The early July attacks in Balochi: in terrorist be anticipated.

particular, have put Asim Muniron the spot.
While he has been able to bomb
Afghanistan and hassqueezed them
ontransit, heisin no position torisk
a terrorist attack which crosses
India’s red lines and compels a major
kinetic response. While the Iran war
is ongoing and its extreme negative
consequences are being felt all

kinetic response

Inaddition to taking steps to meet Pak-
istan’s renewed terrorist threat by
strengthening its defences, India should
caution the major powers to restrain Pak-
istan. It should also reiterate its decision

to critique both the government and the actions and words of
the opposition. What the recent protests have highlighted is
theimpatience of the young with the pervasive hypocrisy they

dthem, o ply intk This
mustb 1urgently for highereducationin
India. For V-Cs to constructively examine the genuine prob-
lems of higher education i in their open letters, rather than to

that there will be no bilateral
unless Pakistan abandons terrorism.

Thewriter is a former diplomat

governmentof theday,

imply demonst

would be an excellent start.

The writer is a professor at Ashoka University. Views are personal

GULSHAN SACHDEVA

THE UNPRECEDENTED influx into the
Spanish enclave ofCeuta fromMoroccohas

In Spain’'s migrant crisis, fuel for Europe’s far right

external border regime. The episode has
triggered a broader European debate over
the Schengen system, despite the fact that
the enclave itself is not part of the
Schengen free movement area.
Italian PM Giorgia Meloni has urged the
suspension of Spain from the Schengen

The Czech

tional non-proliferation alarmed ssEu-  free ar

framework. Peaceful nuclear rope. For 0Oppost igr , Finland, and Denmark sup-
energy can support development, tion, the eplsode wasa godsend to bolster poned llaly 's proposal. France and Portu-
butt their dre-

equal treatment mustremain
non-negotiable. International in-
stitutions should ensure that geo-
politicalinterests do not override
long-termglobal security or
responsible nuclear governance.
ASenthil Kumar, Kaniyur

1 border controls. Spain re-

inforce a long-standing narrau»e Spam S
relatively liberal approachto i

gal
sponded (orcefully to the Italian
uggestion the proposal as

togetherwith the policies pursued by social-
ist Prime Minister Pedro Sdnchez, has also
come under intense scrutiny.

At least 72 migrants lost their lives from
drowning or in a stampede. While Ceuta
and Melilla on the North African coastare
partofthe EU, they operate undera special

political demagoguery, and Sanchezhasar-
gued that the response of several govern-
ments was “driven by prejudice, fake news,
ignorance, or political interest”.

By describing the migrant crossings into
Spain as an “invasion”, Donald Trump is
seeking to use the crisis to shape the immi-

gration debate and rally voters ahead of the
midterm elections. Europe’s far right has
been equally quick to capitalise on the
events. Right-wing parties in France, Ger-
many and elsewhere are also expected to
seize on the episode to reinforce their anti-
immigration narrative.

The abrupt onset and swift end of the
crisis point to its close connection with
Spain-Moroccorelations. Like many Euro-
pean countries, Spain has long sought to
balance its ties with both Morocco and Al-

Italy’s PM has urged the
suspension of Spain from the
Schengen arrangement. The Czech
Republic, Finland, and Denmark
have supported Italy’s proposal

epapenindianexpress.com.- .

geria, particularly over the contentious
issue of Western Sahara. A former Spanish
colony, Western Sahara was annexed by
Morocco in 1975. However, the Sahrawi
Arab Democratic Republic (SADR), pro-
claimed by the Polisario Front in 1976, is
recognised by many countries. Algeriasup-
ports the Sahrawi people's right to self-de-
termination and hosts the SADR govern-
ment-in-exile.

Spain remains particularly vulnerableto
Moroccan pressure because of the Spanish
enclavesofCeutaand Melilla. Asimilarepi-
sode unfolded in 2021, when around 8,000
migrants crossed into Ceuta after Spain
alloweda Polisarioleader to receivemedical
treatment in Spain. The crisis prompted
Pedro Sanchez to abandon Spain’s 1ong—

Sahara, underwhichtheterritory would re-
main under Moroccan sovereignty.

The 2026 crisis may, in turn, represent
Morocco's response to Sanchez's recent
rapprochement with Algeria. After vears of
strained relations, Sdnchez recently visited
Algiers, where the two sides agreed to
strengthen political and commercial ties,
including increasing Algeria's natural gas
exportstoSpain. The European debate, on
the other hand, has largely focused on
Spain's recent migrant regularisation pol-
icy, under which more than one million
people have applied, and on the recent Su-
preme Court ruling on migrant returns,
both of which may have played only a li-
mited role in triggering the crisis.

tanding
Morocco's autonomy pmposal for Western

New Delhi

The writer i ‘and Jean Monnet
Chair at the Centre for European Studies, JNU
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NOW, NO TAX TILL FY41FOR FOREIGN COS PROVIDING CAPITAL GOODS TO INDIAN ELECTRONICS MAKERS

Govtplans tax relief for offshore
funds, electronics’ contract mifg

Aanchal Magazine
New Delhi, August 3

INAbidto“promote fund man-
agement activity and provide

contract manufacturer formak-
ingelectronics inIndiacan now
availtaxexemptiontill2040-41

Further, anew tax holiday of
1SyearsuptoMarch31,2041has

tax certainty”, the government  been proposed for specified for-

ialrelax- eign anies operating as
ations in the conditions for Eli- mining companies, sight-
gible Investment Funds or off-  holders, brokers, aggregators,

shore funds, managed from
India, to avail tax exemption
under the Income-tax Act. The
government also proposes to
extend theexemption provided
in Budget 2026-27 till tax year
2040-41 from 2030-31 to a for-
eigncompany providing capital
goods, equipment or tooling to
a contract manufacturer for
making electronics in India.

In a bid to “promote fund
management activity and pro-
vide tax certainty”, the govern-
ment has proposed substantial
relaxations tothe conditions for
Eligible Investment Funds, or
offshore funds managed from
India, to avail tax exemption
under the Income-tax Act. The
government also proposes to
extend the five-yeartax exemp-
tion for contract manufacturing
giventill2030-31in Budgetthis
yearby 10 years. A foreign com-
pany providing capital goods,
equipment or tooling to a

and tender/auction entities,
exempting their income from
the sale of rough diamondsina
notified special zone in India.
The proposed amendments
are part of the Taxation and

tities, and minimum monthly
average corpus requirement of
Rs100 croretoavail tax exemp-
tion on global income.
Experts said with these
amendments India’s fund man-
agement ecosystem will be in
linewith global structures. “Itis
encouraging that several safe
harbour conditions which were
out of sync with global fund
structures are sought to be re-
moved...th h hould

Door opens for fee on UPL, RuPay
debit card payment to big merchants

ENS Economic Bureau
New Delhi, August 3

AFTER MONTHS of specula-
tion that UPI transactions may
face a fee, the finance ministry
has paved the way for banks

givethe much needed flexibility
to fund managers : and signifi-

afee on them as well as RuPay
debit card payments to large

The proposed legal amend-
ment comes amid speculation
that UPI paymentsto large mer-
chants need a fee to meet the
costof maintaining digital pay-
ments infrastructure, with the
Standing Committee on Fi-
nance noting in a report in
March the “absence of MDR
makes the UPT ecosystern fi-

Other Laws (. ) Bill,

cantly ’scompeti-

2026, whichisyet in
Parliament, but has been circu-
lated with the members. The
government is likely to intro-
duceitin Parliament this week.

For offshore funds, the gov-
ernment has proposed to re-
move the majority of the condi-
tions — 8 out of 13— for their
activitiestonot constitute busi-
nessincome in India. Offshore
funds will not be required to
meet conditions such as mini-
mum investor threshold of 25
members, maximum 10% par-

i fund

destination for both India-fo-
cused and global investment
strategies,” Tejas Desai, Partner.
and Financial Services Tax
Leader, EY India, said.

Relaxed conditions

The offshore funds are now
proposed to meet only five con-
ditionswhichinclude notbeing
aresident of India and not con-
trolling and managing directly
or indirectly any business in
India. Further, the total invest-

overof overRs 50 crore, such as
Amazon and Flipkart.

nancially ole”
FULL REFORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

ity conditions for offshore funds
will createauniform framework
for fundsin the International Fi-
nancial Services Centre (IFSC)
also. “These proposed changes
areexpected tosignificantly en-
hance the attractiveness of In-
dia's onshore fund manage-
ment ecosystem for offshore
fundsand faclhtalegtearer relo-

June 5, which was brought
amid pressure on rupee and
foreign outflows, to provide tax
exemption for interest income
and capital gains made by for-
eign portfolio investors (FPIs)
from investments in govern-
mentsecurities. InJune, the In-
diangovernment promulgated

catio!

the Income-tax (Amendment)
Ordi 2

ticipation interest forasingle ~mentinthefund, directlybyIn- mentactivitiestoIndia” Abheet
investor, restriction on invest-  dian residents, should notex-  Sachdeva, Partner - M&A Tax,
ing more than 25% of thecor-  ceed5%ofthecorpusasonApril  Nangia Global, said.
pusinasingleentity, restriction  1and October1of the tax ye: The mu alsoseekstoreplace
oni i fateen- Th inelj the O

IRDAI defers TPA listing proposal,
eyes uniform intermediary rules

exempting FPIs from capital
gainsand withholding taxes on.
government securities.
FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Rs 9.5k cr additional tax
collected from 1.25 crore
updated ITRsinlast 2 yrs

‘Disputed tax
demand down
Rs 16,690 crore’

New Delhi: The increase in
monetary thresholds for filing
tax dispute appeals at ITAT,
high courts, and the Supreme
Court hasled toabout Rs 16,690
crore reduction indisputed tax
demand, the Parliament was
informed on Monday.
Inawritten reply to the Lok
Sabha, Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman gave details
ot the total number of cases
filed, and the

George Mathew TPAs play a critical role in
Mumbai, August 3 Themovecomesafter India's health insurance eco-
IRD: i system by providing services = ENS Economic Bureau

THE INSURANCE Regulatory el?; re;:ewed such as claims processing, = New Delhi, August3
and Development Authority of f e af frﬂm cashless hospitalisation, po- =~
India (IRDAI) has decided to sonthe licyholder assi dcoor- = AN AMOUNT of over Rs 9493
deferits proposal to permit the pmposed dination between i d | crore was as addi-
listing of” ThudPanyAdnums— tothe heal!hcare providers Although | tional tax over the last two
trators (TPAs), it in- i inc- | years after 1.25 crore updated
stead to formulate a compre- : egu [0)3'7 uons TPAs arenot insurance | income tax returns were filed
hensiveregulatory k Jr K and are ly = by taxpayers following the
thatwould govern the listing of goveming TPAs regulated by IRDAL NUDGE campaign of the Cen-
all categories of insurance in- As India’s health insurance | tral Board of Direct Taxes.
termediaries. market has expanded rapidly In a written response to a

Th thein-  brokers, webag-  overthe past few years, several = question onwrongful tax relief
surance regulator reviewed gregators, insurance marketing  TPAs have grown significantly = claims in Lok Sabha, Minister
feedback received fromstake-  firmsand other intermediaries. in scale and technology capa- | of State for Finance Pankaj
holdersonthe proposed amend- “Upon considerationof the  bilities. Industry participants = Chaudhary on Monday said
ments to the regulatory frame-  feedback received, ithasbeen haveargued thataccesstopub- | the Income-tax Department
workgoverning TPAs. Whilethe  feltappropriatetodeferthepro-  lic markets could help them = hasdetected cases of wrongful
draft TPA regulations had con-  posed provisionsrelatingtothe  raise long-term capital, invest = tax reliefs and claims of non-
templated provisionsrelatingto  listing of TPAs,” IRDAI said. It indigitalinfrastructureandim- = genuine ction during the
the listing of TPAs on stockex-  addedthatitwouldexaminethe  prove service quality: last five years.

changes, IRDAI has now con-

issue holistically with the objec-

However, listing also raises
regulatory concerns relating to
ownersmp, governance, public
disclosure stan-

cluded that theissue requiresa  tive of developing a uniform

broader policy appmach rather regulamry framework govern-

than asector-sg mmL 3
Asper theques-

iaties. The

tion of whether i inter

mediaries should be allowed to
access public markets is not con-
fined toTPAsalone. Similarissues
could arise in respect of other
regulated entities operating
withintheinsurancedistribution

ecosystem, including insurance

decisioni

dards and investor protection.
Since many insurance inter-

lans by TP/ p
capital markets, but industry
observers believe a common
framework would bring greater
regulatory clarity and ensure a
level playing field across differ-
entclasses of intermediaries.

*BRIEFLY

Willie Walsh Govttosellup
assumescharge t06.5%inLICat
as IndiGo CEO Rs 382/share

New Delhi: Willie Walsh, a New Delhi: The Centre will
pilotandanaviationindus-  selluptoa6.5%stakein

try leader, on Monday took state-runinsurance major
chargeasthe CEO of India’s  LIConTuesday-Wednesday
largest airlineIndiGo. toraisearound Rs 31,400
Walsh is now at the helm of croreatafloor price of Rs 382
IndiGoaftercompletinghis  pershare. “Offer forSalein
tenureas the Director Gen- LIC openstomorrow for non-
eralofthe International Air  retailinvestors. Retail inves-
Transport Associationon torscan bid on Wednesday,”
July 31. The appointmentof  theDepartmentof Invest-
Walsh was announced by mentand Public Asset Man-
IndiGo on March 31, less agement (DIPAM) said on X.
than three weeks after the “The government offers to
suddenexitof PieterElbers  disinvesta2.5% equity stake,
inDecemberlastyear.Ina withan additional4%asa

release on Monday, IndiGo
said Walsh has

gzeenshoe option. The floor
hasbeen fixed at Rs 382

chargeasthe CEOtolead
theairline’s next era of
growthand global
ambition. PTI

*MARKETS

pershare. This will help ach-
ieve minimum publicshare-
holding milestones ahead of
schedule,” DIPAM said. FE

A |7

Sensex NIFTY
7863903 | 2477430
544.39 | 39070
070% | 160%

142,557 395.34

327,287 $93.53

NOTE; GOLD, SILVER RATES AS PER INDIA BULLION AND JEWELLERS ASSOCIATION DATA
GOLD PER 106, SILVER PER 1 KG: CRUDE OIL (INDIAN BASKET) AS OF JULY 31, 2026

imilar
regulatory principles, IRDATap-
pearskeen to avoid creating dif-
ferent listing norms for different
categories of entities.
FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS COM

Such cases of wrongful tax
claimshave cometolight, inter
alia, throughd: lyticsand

estimated reduction in dis-
puted tax demand due to en-
lwnced monetary limits for fil-

s, from

verification exercises, Chaud-
hary said, adding that these
caseswerethen furthercorrob-
orated through searches and
surveys carried out against en-
tities, professional intermedi-
aries and other persons sus-
pec(ed of facilitating such
laims. FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS COM

Govtreports 352 major
flight tech defects till Jun

New Delhi: The governmenton
Monday said that 352 signifi-
cant technical defects were re-
ported in domestic and inter-
national flight operations this
year till June.

Out of the total, 334 signifi-
cant defects were related to do-
mesticflight operationsand the
remaining pertained tointerna-
tionalservices, accordingtodata
provided by the civil aviation
ministry to the Rajya Sabha.

The data was provided by
Minister of State for Civil Avi-
ation Murlidhar Mohol in a
writtenreply.

Asmany as334 defectswere
related to domestic services
and 18 pertained to interna-

tional flights. The minister did
not disclose specific details
about the defects.

Among the 352 “significant
defects” during the given
period, 152 pertained to flight
operations of Akasa Air, 53 re-
lated to Air India Express and
47 pertained to IndiGo flights,
the data showed. In the case of
Air India and SpiceJet, the
number of such defects was 46
and 9, respectively, during their
flight operations.

As per the data, Star Air re-
ported 29 significant defects,
Fly9l recorded 9 such defects,
and India One Air reported 5
such defects. Blue Dart re-
ported 2 defects. PTI

CCTE announces fuel supply
pact with BWXT Canada

New Delhi: Chicago-based Clean
Core Thorium Energy (CCTE)

ities required to prepare
ANEEL fuel for irradiation in
reactor, CCTE said

merclal application of its
" nuclear fuel platform
through afuel fabrication agree-
ment with BWXT Canada Ltd.
The agreement enables the
fabrication of full-scale demon-
stration fuel bundles at Cana-

inastatement.

Under the agreement,
BWXT Canada will supply
qualified fuel bundle hardware
that will be integrated with
ANEEL fuel pellets and as-

September 17, 2024. About 443
cases have been withdrawnand
while 11,390 appeals were not
filed before the Income Tax Ap-
pellate Tribunal (ITAT) after the
increase in monetary thresh-

HSBCgot $6.1bn FCNR(B)
deposits, SBI at 2nd place
with $4.1bn as of July 30

Siddharth Upasani
New Delhi, August 3

LONDON-HEADQUARTERED
HSBC has raised the highest
amount of Foreign Currency
Non-Resident (Bank) deposits
so far under the Reserve Bank
of India’s (RBI’s) concessional
swap facility, easily outstrip-
pingthelikesof even State Bank
of India— the country’s largest
bank — and private sector
lender ICICI Bank. The foreign
bank leads the charts, having
raised as much as $6.14 billion.

Non-residents’ interest in
FCNR(B) deposits hasbeen sky-
high thanks to some banks of-
fering leverage as high as 19
times. This means, if an NRI
offers to keep $1 million with a
bank as an FCNR(B) deposit,
they can borrow 19 times that
amount —or$19 million—and
deposit it back with the bank.

‘With the cost of borrowing
being lower than the interest
rate offered on these deposits,
NRIs have been making ex-
tremely high returns of as
much as 15%, depending on
the cost of the leveraged bor-
rowings and the FCNR(B) in-
terest rates.

Behind HSBC is SBI in sec-
ond place with $4.12 billion.
ICICI Bank is third, having
raised $3.7 billion. In fact, four

«Top 10 banks: Depositsraised since Jun5 (5bn)

st N 614
State Bankof inci | 412
1cici Bank | 3.70
Standard Chartered Bank (NN 1.86

Kotak Mahindra Bank [N 166
AxisBank [N 1.59
HDFC Bank [N 1.41
Bank of Baroda Il 1.05
Punjab National Bank [l 0.97
Canara Bank [Jll 093

'BETWEEN JUNES AND LY 30: SOURCE: LOK SABHA QUESTION

has been made available, with
the RBI only giving overall
numbers.

standing FCNR(B) deposits had
increased by $2799 billion ason
July 30. This is well below the

Private banks as a category ~ $36.73 billion as on July 31, dis-
have raised the most FCNR(B)  closed by the RBI on August 1.
deposits at $10.73 billion, fol- Accordmg to sources, the two
lowed by it or banks at heavyin-
$8.84billionand foreignbanks  flows seen on July 31.

at $8.37 billion.
Small fmame banks | have

When asked if the govern-

raised a

ment had estimated the cost of
the

while co-operative banks have
managed a near-negligible $0.7
million, the datashowed.

The numbersarecalculated
from the outstanding FCNR(B)
deposit data as on June Sand
July 30 provided by Minister of
State for Finance Pankaj

of the top (i
ICICI Bank) are private banks,
with Kotak Mahindra Bank,
Axis Bank, and HDFC Bank
each raising $1.41 billion-$1.66
billion so far.

This is the first urue bank-

Cha in response to a
question in the Lok Sabha on
Monday. The FCNR(B) conces-
sional swap window was an-
nounced onJune5and became
operational on June 8.

In total, the data provided

dat: FCNR(B!

byl

Manufacturing
growth near 5-yr
low in July: PMI

New Delhi: India’s manufac-
turingsector activity slowed to
anear five-year low in July as
domestic demand slowed
down, S&P Global said on

swap facility
on the FCNR(B) deposits,
Chaudhary said the potential
cost “would depend on the
quantum of foreign exchange
mobilised, the maturity of the
swaps and exchange rate as
well as the forward premia at
thetime of the swap”.
“Further, RBI has well de-
fined risk identification and
mitigation measures in place
for managing the country's
foreign exchange reserves,”
the MoS added.
FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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ompany wil

Monday.
The HSBC India Manuf:
turing Purchasing Managers”

Index (PMI) fell to 53.5in July
from 54.2in June. Not only is

be deemed to be conducted at the Registered Office: ofthe Company.
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the July ing PMI
the lowest since August 2021,
itis also below the long-term
series average of 54.2, S&P

(RTA).
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t DPRTA.
documents can also be accessed on the websites of the Company at
Stock Exchanges at www.bseindia.com &
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old. Thetotal e~
tionindisputed taxdemand at
ITAT was Rs 3,662.82 crore. PTI
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inJulywith End Tuesday, August25, 2026 b
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FORM NO. CAA.2
[Pursuant to the Section 230(3) of the. (,nmpanms Act, 2013 and Rule 6 and 7 of

In the matter of Composite §

BEFORE THE NATIONAL COMPANY LAW TRIBUNAL
CCHENNAI BENCH
C.A.(CAA)/55/CHE/2026
heme of Arrangement between Tropical Realty
Chennai Private Limited (*“Transferor Company”) and muh
Private Limited (“Transferée Company”) and their res

https:/iwww.evoting.nsdl.com
EVEN - 140609

e
Rules, 2016] fore-voli The
Notice ofthe AGM
Notes:
1. Aper of Ownersas on
the cut-offdate .e. August 19, 2026 only shall fed e facilty of res
voting at the Annual

under section 23010 252 ead Wik Seetioi 66 and other applicable provisions of
e Companies Act, 2013 (“Scheme”)

Madhu Commercials Private Limited

having its registered office at Old No 19 New No.72, Marshalls Road, 4th Floor,

Egmore, Chennal, Tamil Nadu, India, 500008 Applicant Company 2/

CIN Us3993TN1981PTC009111 ‘Transferee Company.

ADVERTISEMENT OF NOTICE OF THE MEETING
OF EQUITY SHAREHOLDERS OF MADHU
COMMERCIALS PRIVATE LIMITED

NOTICE is hereby given that by an order dated 20th July 2026 (“Ord
the Hon'ble National Comp: Law Tribunal, Chennai Beach (*NCLT™)
has directed to convene the
Commercials Private Limited (‘Applicant Company 2" or the “Transferee
Company” or the “Company”) for the purpose of considering, and if thought
fit, approving, with or without modification(s), the md Composite Scheme o |

rangement between Tropical Realty Chennai Private Limited (“Transferor
Company")and Madhu Commercials Privite Limited (*Transferee Company™)
and their respective share
In pursuance of th id Order and as directed therein, further notice is hereby|
given that the of equity shareholders of the Company will be held on
Saturday, 5th &pm:tu 2026 at 10:00 a.m. (IST) at the registered office of
the Company a ()ld No 19 New No.72, Marshalls Road, 4th Floor, Egmore,
Che fu, India, 600008 to fransact the business as set out in the|
notice, at the date aud time stated above.
Copies of the Scheme, Explanatory Statement under section 230(3)
and other applic: \e provisions of the Companies Act; 2013 and other
annexures as appended in the notice can b. nb!.umd fre ‘of charge between
1100 AM to 500 PM on all days ( undays and Public

5

g of the equity sharcholders of Madha

2T
inthe paid up Equity Share Capital of the Company as on August 19, 2026

3 P
Membercithe i b i
for e-voing i.e. August 19, 2026 can emal e request to the Company at
cosecy@mall hoclco.n by quoting the Folo No/ DP-ID-Cllent D fo obaining copy
ofthe Notie and Iniegraied

& Password
for t ting. However, in order to facilitat f future communication,
Members are also requested to egister heir email address with the RTA(In case of
Physical Shares) | Deposiory Parlcipant (in case of Demat Shares).

api

the AGM through VC/O) h

votes again.

VC/O)

their votes earfier

t
o, shal b eigihle 1 vole during the AGM.

inany case
bma men(loned inthe above table.
Y Reg
p 0 write lo the Company hod.coin
upto the date of AGM.
msel
as a speaker by i irname, DPID and Chen( iD

Folio number, email ID, Mobile Number, to the email ID cosecy@mail.hpcl.co.in from
To'hmsda yy, August 20,2026 (3:00a.m. IST) o Sunday, August 23, 2026 (5:00 p.s m {ST)
nly

o 0 the Frequenty Asked 0s)

Holidays) it the reistered cffice-of the Gompiny. Equuy.harehekders scoking
/ requesting 1o inspect copies of the said documents may send an email at

NCLT has appointed Mr. Raymond Albyness , as the Chairperson and Mr.
Kishore I, as the Scruinier for the meing of equity sharcholders and in
respect of any adjournment or adjournments thercol

seclmn of NSDL at www. evnhng nsdl.com Dr call on 022 - 4886 7000 or contact
Mr. Amit Vishal, Dy. Vice President/Ms. Pallavi Mhatre, AssL Vu:e President, NSDL,
BKC Mumbai at the designated email IDs a! evoting@
Record Date, Payment of Final Dividend and Deduction n' sz at Source (TDS]
The Fmal Dividend @ Rs.19.25 per share of face value of Rs. 10 each for the Financial Year

Persons entitled to attend and vote at the meetings of Equity §
attend and vote at the said meeting in person or by proxy provided that a proxy
in the prescribed form, duly signed is deposited at the registered office of the
Company not later than 48 (forty cight) hours before the time fixed for the
aforesaid meeting. The form of proxy, if required, can be obtained free of charge
from the registered office of the Company.

An equity sharcholder whose name sppears in the Register of Members
maintained by the Company, as the “ut-Off

29th July 2026 (“C
rights on the resolutions proposed in the notice and attend the meeting.
The Scheme, if approved at the aforesaid mecting, vl be subiect to the

te
voting

dian Nuclear L ie!

(CNL), bringing together the
final manufacturing capabil-

sembled into reac- oval of other regulatory
fuelbundles
at the CNL's Chalk River Lab- Name : Purshotam Das Sewa;

oratories. ENS

epaper.indianexpress.com -. .

ctions by the NCLT.

For Madhu Commercials Private Limited
Date : 4th August 2026 g

b feclaatin it AGM o those Members whose names appeared in the

Register Friday, August 14, 2026 fxed for
5 Dividend, TDS
appHcabtllly and submision oflax exemplion documents can be accessed
Jiwww

e i y .

April 01,2024, immediately update their KYC
5. i iy done, wih the RT Deositey

Participant(in case of Demat Shares) for timely receipt of dividend.

By the order of the Board
Place : Mumbai Rakesh Kumar Singh
Date :August03, 2026 Company Secretary

Place : Chennai Designation : Director

New Delhi
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Roll Out the Durree
For Al’s AnnaData

Tech is evolving for sustainability issues

Institutional capital is chasing Indian data centres, who-
segrowthismovingintothefastlane. India‘stally of data
centresplacesitat6®place in theglobal peckingorder. In-
vestment proposals indicate it could climb higher over
thenextfew years. Thecapital pipeline has broadened af-
ter data centres above an IT load threshold were accord-
ed infrastructure status. This has lowered cost of credit
for the sector while easing the environment for FDI. Cur-
rent investments in data centres dwarf the record of the
preceding few years. So, the sector should sustain its de-
mand for local and overseas borrowing.

Along with being labelled communication infrastruc-
ture, foreign cloud service providers using data centres
in India to serve global users enjoy an extended tax holi-
day. This apart, states are competing through electricity
subsidies, fast-track clearances and easier building by-
laws to draw investment. The Centre
and responsive states are serious abo-
utdivertingachunk of greenfield glo-
baldata centre projects. Thefiscaland
policy orientation is structured to pro-
vide stability to high upfront capex in
computing hardware, energy systems
and cooling infra. Costs rise consider-
ably for Al-oriented data centres. India has rolled out the
red carpet in an effort to anchor critical digital infrast-
ructure within the country. This is becoming increasing-
ly important as data localisation requirements rise.

This appears to ignore resistance to data centre grow-
thinother countries over energy and water use. There is
littleevidence of sucha pushback in India. Technology is
evolving to make data centres sustainable, which should
favour India’s runway towards Al sovereignty. Work is
onforlocal foundational models, multilingual platforms
and compute infrastructure. India needs to participate
in the Alrace in accordance with its strengths. These in-
clude alarge pool of skilled technical manpower and na-
tural resource endowments. With environmental guard
railsin place, the country should host abigger slice of Al
infrastructure.

Product Before Brand,
A Cautionary Swig

Tillafew years back, B9 Beverages was the toast of town. But, by
2024, the beer startup started being a flat, frothy mess. Finally,
last month, the 2-yr wrangle over ownership and outstanding
dues got a breather when founder Ankur Jain relinquished
executive powersinlieuof a waiver of his personal liabilities.
This is a sobering case study of buzz overtaking biz realities.

Italso highli: f entr ial creativity
clashing with plain numbers.
Abrandisa N thing, y inamarket-

place where home-made brand paucity continues to be felt. In
2015, when Bira’s craft beers started pouring, it stood outina
withquirky brar distine-

tough, competiti

The market is entering an era defined by aspirational elasticity spurred by higher incomes

Automatic for the

on a familiar premise: low

penetration implies high
growth potential. With car owners-
hip at 17.2% of households in FY26,
India appears dramatically under-
motorised relative to ¢

o
nomies. The expectation has been li-
near— rising incomes will translate
intorising vehicle ownership.

Yet, evidence suggests that the story
is both more nuanced, and more eco-
nomically interesting. The auto mar-
ket is not merely expanding, it’s ente-
ring a structurally elastic phase sha-
ped by income migration. To un-
derstand this shift, look
beyond headline penetra-
tion and examine how
the income pyramid is
beingreconfigured. i

In FY26 price
terms, nearly 40% of
households earn be-
low ¥3 lakh annuall
and close t059°% ear
low ¥ lakh. These
brackets historically
sustained demand for
entry-level vehicles — (¥
small hatchbacks eng-
ineer edfuraiﬁ)rdabiljty and fuel effi-
ciency. But projections now show
that by FY47, households earning be-
low %8 lakh will shrink to 14% of the
total. At the same time, households
earning above ¥25 lakh will expand
from under 15% to nearly 44%, with
the segment earning above 240 lakh

household income yields an elastici-
tyof about1.0-1.1.

In economic terms, this implies
that a10% increase in household inco-
me ls associated \Mtl\ 10-11% increase
in the f car An

car penetration remains moderate.

s incomes rise past the @
and 1 Jakh thresholds, households
transition from 2-wheelers to carsat
an accelerated pace. The high elasti-
city inthis band evenmo-

elasticity around uni ificant.
Itindicates that car ownership beha-
ves neither as strict necessity nor

fh As incomes rise past 8 lakh
i and 11 lakh thresholds,
households transition
from 2-wheelers to cars
at an accelerated pace.
¥ Even modest real income
growth can generate
outsized increases in
vehicle demand

dest real income growth can genera-
te outsized increases in vehicle de-

Deople

pansion of the affluent segment cre-

THE SPEAKING TREE

power necessary
for sustained electrification.

Meanwhile, aggregate numbers
underscore the scale of change, Car
penetrationrises from17.2% in FY26
to 56.2% by FY47, while total car
stock expands from roughly 56 mn
vehicles to 236 mn. Yet, total house-
holds grow by only about 27% i
same period. The disproportionate
expansion reflects income-enabled
demand, rather than demographic
growth alone. India’s car market is
not simply adding more buyers, it is
deepening engagement among up-
wardly mobile households.

The shrinking structural relev an
ceof thelow,

Right Way
ToRelax

BRAHMA KUMARI ASHA

Welive inastressful world and
search for escape routes torest,
and relief fromdaily tensionand
tiredness of ourmindand body.
Since mostof thetime ourmind
‘works inmaterial or physical sph-
ere, it normally seeks relaxation
and happiness from without. un-
tilit'sguided and trained tolook.

inforces thi: ift. Even if penelm-
tion improves marginally among ho-
useholds earning below 28 lakh, the
absolute number of such house-

within for the same.

Many of our stressful thoughts
and l'ee].\ngs arereactionstohap-
peningsof theoutside world, who-

holds declines over ti-
me. Entry-level vehicles will remain
Aimportant, particularly in rural are-
as. But they will no longer define the
industry’s centre of gravity. The va-
lue pool migrates upward, and with

mand. For manufacturers, this
translates into oppm lllﬂlf\' in com- it ﬂle compel itivearena,
pact SUVs, mid- fe-

that India’s au-

aturerich models positioned as up-

balf of Indian

isentering an era defined

sehar
ally end up inour physical body.
That's why many of usdon't real-
ise wearestressed until we ‘feel it"
physically Wealso don'tnotice its
origin inour thoughts, and even
priorto that, in our intentions.
Because wehave learned to beli-
evethat ourbody is all we are. So,

grades rather than bare necessities. by aspirational elasticity. Income weseek ways torelax our body be-

Beyond FY36, the structure of de- growth in the lmdnlle of the distribu- lieving weare relaxing our‘self”.

mand evolves again. By FY47, nearly  tion produces ampl effects on And that'sfine. It'strue, if were-

projec- while at the lax ourbody, nurmmd will follow

ted to earn above 5 lakh. In these top supports ion and weareus-
i multi ingour mind to relax our body:

segments, car

universality Wh

100%, unwth dynamics shift from
on to replacement

butasathres-
hold-driven aspirational good.

More revealingstill is how elastici-
ty varies across income bands. At lo-
wer incomes, incremental gains pro-
duce gradual increases inownership,
As households cross into the W11
lakh and 211-20 lakh ranges, elasticity

fon:hlvlhty Lhmshold effect. Once in-

material force in the con-
sumption economy. This isnot incre-
mental mobility but structural inco-
me migration.

Such a transformation alters the
economics of demand. Using FY26
income bands, and corresponding
car penetrationdata, one can estima-
te the income elasticity of

nershipacross income classes. A log-

cyeles
An affluent urban family earning

above ¥40 lakh may own an SUV for

long-distance travel, a smal-

ler vehicle for daily commu-

ting, and perhaps an EV for

urban mobility. The growth

narrative moves from access

tooptimisation, from owners-

hi ipto porﬂolw composition.

g
oportionately. At higher
incomes, elasticity moderates again

her upfr ont {us(s and

This

tronger wn.h upper-inco-
b

house-

¥
ness is central to ing the
next decade of growth. Between FY26
and FY36, the %-20 lakh income band
becomes the primary engine of incre-

log specification propor-
tional growthof penetrationagainst

rowners-
hip in this bracket is widespread but

ward 44%, the economic base for EV
adoption strengthens organically.

Inthissense, India'sEV Imnsmon

ers thatalign with the
820 lakh transition band in the ne-

But, eventually, we notice that
physical relaxation isnot getting
tmhcuuseuf ourstress, It's just

Hence,

Once share of
earning above 25 lakh rises
toward 44%, economic base
for EV adoption strengthens
organically. EV transition

will increasingly be
income-enabled, not
subsidy-dependent

there is huge variety of waysto
deal with stress symptomsat phy-
sical level. Some of the most pop-
ular ways include walking, phy-
sical yog, gym, sportand music.
Theseallcan ‘relieve’ many of
thestress symptoms that build
up inour body, but none can get
into the cause within ourmind,
spmi orconseiousness, Stress

ar-term, and retain
they move into ¥251akh and 240 Iakh
plus incomes, will capture the struc-
tural upside. The future of India's
auto industry will g not merely

ause of whathap-

penslo us but the way wereact to

it. Our mind gives rise to stress-

ful ﬁl()llgl“‘b Rajyog meditation,
tof

to those who expand access but to
those who understand where elasti-
citylies,and build for the incomelad-
der the country is steadily climbing.

will increasingly be i
rather than sul)sl(ly%lependenl. Ex-

The writer is MD-CEQ, PRICE

Fraternité, Solidarité &theTree

Ricardo Hey

tive taste and a differentiated go-t -
| ketstrategy evenelbowingoutseveraldo-

Paris: This paper recently published
an editorial, ‘Trees’ Company, Nota

cipal Commitment to Canopy Protec-
tionand Recognition of the Funda-
mental Rights of the Tree’.
Through this resolution, the mu-
nicipality recognised four rights
adapted to its local context—to life,
natural growth, integrity, and re-
generation—and formally adhered
tothe three foundingarticles of the
Universal Declaration of Tree
Rights, drafted by myself in 2018 in

titutional framework intended to
guide public authorities and human
communme: in mﬂlrmﬁ[l(xnslhllm-

trainingand rmmfm mation, hel-
pswith thoughts management.

Phcaggapl From Fietian

Austral

Carlos Fonseca
Hehas never been ina desert
before, buthe has imagined
them often.

That’s why every time he
looks at !hepuslnard henow
‘hisfirst ine

strees. I ti-
clesare:
@ The tree, asentient living being
and source of life, isa common good
of humanity.
8 Lifeon Earthds

tinctistosee initaportrait of
thearid plain. Littledoes it

matter that the photograph is
inblack and wmle& Heil u'nagm—

ds upon the
existenceof the tree.
uman beings, endowed with rea-

phereof tedium, the feeling of
emptiness, It seems thereis

mestic and international legacy brands : . s itlot Franceand inetlimiionﬂ] ly cax;jned L o Lh“ i : fv;-m tact wnhd no-one in the lxénu?gssjlustado
Regressive Crowd’ (. un 24), whicl smcextson-'m v the non-profit We, theliving etxvemaspu‘ tof fraternity an zenlines meticulously arran-
in the process. But, in business, zeadmg drew jon tothe h: or i , La Compagnie des solidarif ged that he suddenly transfor-
the room is critical, reckless toricdecision taken by thy Papillons Bleus (The Company of ered toacton their hehalf. Inthis mule).( adecision taken by ms intothe empty streets of
= withoutexecutionmusclethatshreds bal» palityof Ternssz»V’\udrvunl Que- Blue Bunerﬂles) Similarly, themunicipality having  as) in Quet i
additional fix b:(éd"t‘ Canada, ; \dﬂ ilighia the f"_h o ulnc]"l\vl_;lfcy ll‘lle ltg{:l scope 'gll‘:tjllﬁ(e(lémesr[l'tlegal rights’ rl:qu‘u'{es cumrltlgurelt:ml}u‘;gtwldel treﬂf?cl i- Heseﬁlhewl;idt;i;g}sgme
need toreconsider the placeof trees ~ of theinitiative. ntreesbecome  clarification. The municipalresolu-  ononthe placeof trees, protection P e
Tsoballsoned lever'l%e 18 bm";d toboomerang. Im]l)orls within public policy andour collec-  citizens' isevocative, butlegally mis- tionrecognises fundamentalrights  of theliving world and the meaning Austral postcardand
also ballooned B9's expenditure, splurging on sponsorships, tive understanding of progress. leading. Neither thedeclarationnor  of the tree withinalocal ethical, of progress. The world, India inclu- tells himself
tie-ups not helping. Finally, when demand plateaued but regu- Theeditorial stated thatcitizensof ~ the Terrasse- resolution i and public-policy ded, could consider the declaration theyareclouds,
latory friction spiked, Jain fell flat and the entire network ar- Terrasse-Vaudreuil havegranted’  makes treescitizens. Thedeclarati-  framework. It does not transform asatemplate for our relationship Butthenhest-
cliftecture fellon him, rights to trees. More precisely, on ondoesnot confer legal personhood  treesintolegal persons, orcitizens.  and coexistence with trees. ﬁ artstodoubt.
e . Junes muniv. ipal wunru uf Tu ras- upon trees,or grant them indepex\ Th i i L b Onacloser
In a hypercompetitive F&B market, a product out of stock is opted  dentstanding ,orcre-  ethical, scientific, normative, demo- Thewriter isauthor and founder, s look the white
out of mmd Once Lompemmn ﬂlls the gap, consumers seam- afurmal resolution enmled Mum aterepresentatives le;,al]y empow-  cratic, cultural,educationaland ins- Unigersal Declaration of Tree Rights | splotches lose
lessly switchover: Asset ity 8% 0 theirlightness
ral cash-guzzli i i buuarelvguena s andstan "’K‘:
bad hangovertoa scaled consumer-centricenterprise. By FY24, o g=° o gm° of salt. Just. hkc that me des-
Bira's net worth fully eroded, liabilities surpassing assets, and ertbecomesagiant saitflat....
accumulated losses were 22 its negative cash flows. Moral of nly in that moment, when
) N hisimagination is exhausted,
thestory:a product makesabrand, not the other way around. does he rentind himsalf of
India has exper 1encud strong GDP  require formal training, apprenti- manage z:.qsh ﬂuw and pricing, cus- whathe. knows: thisis. jusla
growth ceships, certifications ortechnical  tomerserviceskills, digital tools for of adirty wi
ra lmb stagnated. At the same time, for-  education. operuumm problem-solving. Not dow, and where. he d Lhought
JUST lN JEST Butthere i rreality Most but practical capa to he'dseenadesert
ed shm tages. How " =*' ishap ? young Indiz 12mn build pris asaltflat, or the moon, there
o = B India’s highereducationsystemev-  of them —workoutsidetheformal B Anticipate tomorrow's labour isonlydust.
J Give Us the ever-indecisive a olvedaround 1990saspirations —a =cnux in selfemployment, gigwork, - market Over the coming two deca- e
Roopa Kudva tosalaried family dMSMEs. They  des, shortages will have economic Translated from Spanish by
TI'UITlD over adecisive one pa yment. Hunnddy seconmny nee s need ndﬁfex entset of capabil impacts. Very high-impact occupa- Megan McDowell
{ D ship, financial lite: tions like nurses and elder-care work-
India’seducation system isproduc-  urs, Al ades-  cycustomer igi ers, doctors, teachers, Al engineers
e On e ing, people whoar peop toolsand problem-solving. The and data scientists, and semiconduc-
over d under ified. Tt mnnurses, education system prepares too few

9

has failed to keep pace with the lab-

5,70,000doctors, and healthcare

,voungpmple fureiu‘er reality.

torengineers will shape thcmnmrv s
long-term productivity, i

]ll H t H our mar} ket andevenmoresowith  support workersi general ecur-  capacity, human mpual andability
e, On e. . So, the duty cy medical er cohurt of 307mnyoungstersis  toadapt ing population.
workforce we train today must do ici. 1 healthaides  India’sla: wor High like skill-
Trump towarisless. thmj]jnhs: i ) (shortages across 104 disltricts). Edu- lation hcfamuthe curvuel‘ ﬂnnensulh ith- ed mn:ltn;:mn; wnx'kmsi electrici-

i 5 i @ Fillformal jobs that employers cation needs 2.4 mn teachers. in20yrs, India’s population willage  ansand RE technicians, logistics
IEW!SA Cmn choreography. qne mo‘ment he's declaring arestmgglmg tofill Construction and energy face per- slgmﬁcund\ By the ]zms 20308, an professionals and tr uc-k drivers, and
hostilitieswithIran, thenexthe's hum- @ Equip empl sistent shortages of skilled trades,  ageing cybersecurity itical
ming the famous ‘Lobster Quadrille’; ‘Will you, won't you, mentand informal work. Techneeds Al engineersand semi-  tally change compositionof labour  enablersof infrastructure, industri-

willyou, won't you, will you join the dance?' Except, here, the
dance floor is littered with half-signed MoUs and generals
‘waiting in the wings wondering if they should lace up their
boots or go for the shrimp cocktails. It's like the man’s pluck-
ing petals: ‘He bombs me, he bombs me not...." Each petal
falls with yofa onlytobecon-
tradicted by the late night's Truth Social. If schizophrenia
‘was orange, this is what it would have looked like. Carroll's
lobsters at least knew they were headed for the sea. Trump's
warsarefomversmckm rehearsal, a quadrille of half—sheps
Th

endless,

© Prepare for the needs of anageing
society.

Periodic Labour Force Survey
(PLFS)and Economic Survey data
tells us that India’s population aged
between 15 and 29 numbers 307 mn.
Of these, 166 mn are outside the lab-
ourforce, Of the remaining 141 mn
inthelabour market, l{mnareun-
employed and 127 million are emplo-
ved. Yet, only 15mn—roughlylin8
—hold regular salaried jobs with

. The

cordant, and the audience — global leaders, weary citizens,
MAGAL a Hilado

‘circling finger next to one’s head’ universal sign.
Trump’s war-and-peace roulette would make a reformed
Tolstoy take to drink again. Whatever be yuur metaphor—

security, or career progressi
sociated with formal employment.
Graduates face 22,7% unemploy-
ment, nearly 10x than those without
secondary education. Which expla-
ins why roughly 20 lakh candidates
for1,700 government

secattering petals, shuffling lobsters — it must b
hardfor the Orange One Butwe'll
ech-and-Chong over an outright declaration of warany day.

isChe-

posts in 2024, about 170 applicants
pervacancy. Yet, employers across
sectors cannot find qualified people.
Both realities coexist.

conductor specialists, with around
39,000 cy] ity 1o i

demand. Caxewmk genamc medi-
cine, assistedliving

tofill. Logistics reports shortages of
2-4lakh truck drivers. These are not
hypothetical jobs of thefuture. Most

.
Getkaamand carry on

and home healthcare WLII move
from margins of the economy toits
mainstream.

The current youth cohort must be
trained now —not just for the jobs

algrowth, energy transition and the
digital economy.

Until we split education into these
threedistinct tracks, we will keep
graduating people unprepared for
the economy they enter:

‘We have one c()lmn togetthisright,

thatexist today but for

thati isemerging. The window to du
ferently is closing,

» Fill formal sector skill gaps

Priority sectors— healthcare, cons-

window, one ch-

¥

[ Chat Room |

Dark Pattern
InValuation?

Apropos the Edit, ‘When is the

Right Time for an [IPO?' (Aug 3),
retail investors at large must app-
reciate that MFs have refused to
buy the Zepto issue at val
linked to its latest fund-raising

roundsevenasthe cash-burning
startup plansto tap PE. Back in
theday, IPO price decided by the
Controller of Capital Issues (CCI)
was hlghl‘l in favour of retail in-

d an educati
that prepares people not for the jobs
that existed 20 yrsago butfor the
economy that isactually emerging.
Thedebate h

truction, energy; logis-
tics— educumemﬂlshond[,eﬁ
with real economic consequences.
These urgently needrigorous, in-

focused for years on
whether India is creating enough
jobs. That remains important. But
the more urgent question is wheth-

the next

dustry-linked trainin, erweare preparing people for the
ceships, Km.hmc’ll certifications, economy they will enter:
on-thesjob tr tnerships The choi k

with employers. decade will determine whether In-

» Equip the informal workforce
7in8 persons will work in informal
sectors. They need complelel\. dif-

dia’s final great youth cohort becom-
es the foundation of our next phase
of gron

ferent preparation:
mentals, financial literacy, how to

Thenwriter is former CEO, Crisil

fromits
px 0} n.mll investor approach. In
the present eraof free-pricingof
[POs, MFs, with their expertise
and enormous funds at their dis-
posal, can question an unreason-
ably high price, especially by
startups that have not proved
their profitability. Institutional
investors must question smrtup
business models toascertain
profitability. It is in the interest
of retail investors that Zepto will
haveto wait till its results justify
its PO pricing.

Vijay Mullaji

Byemail
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Export ambitions

States can play only a limited role

‘The Union government aims to give states and districts a larger role in export pro-
motion. Underthe plan, asreported by thisnewspaper last week, states will prepare
district-level export-action plans, identify products with export potential, and
strengthen industrial clusters. And they will be assessed through periodic score-
cards on implementation. The objective is understandable. Export competitiveness
isbuilt inindustrial clustersand production hubs, and local governments are often
better placed toidentify physical b that prevent firms from
seas markets. But the Centre should not conflate decentralising implementation
with decentralising responsibility for exports.

The World Trade Organization’s (WTO’s) latest Trade Policy Review rightly
noted that Indiamust address structural constraints such as high trade costs, regu-

becomingadeveloped raise of global lise
exports from just 1.8 per cent in 2024 to around 10 per cent by 2047. This will not
happen automatically and states undoubtedly have an important role. They can
strengthen industrial clusters, improve logistics, ensure reliable power, facilitate
land acquisition, and establish testing laboratories and certification facilities. States
arealso better placed to identify why firms fail to export, whether because a road to
thenearest freight terminal isinadequate, certification takes toolong, oracommon
testing facility isabsent. These are constraints that may not be diagnosed from afar.

However, the factors that ultimately determine export performance remain
overwhelmingly under the Union government. Nostate government can negotiate
market access, conclude a free-trade agreement (FTA), respond to non-tariff bar-
riers, reduce import dutieson critical inputs, or negotiate mutual recognition agree-
ments for standards. Modern manufacturing expons also depend on value chmns
and imported intermediates such as tors, specialty i
machinery and critical minerals. If these remain expensive or difficult to source,
states can do little to improve export competitiveness. The WTO itself notes that
Indian manufacturing continues to face high input costs, partly linked to tariffs. It
is widely recognised that India’s tariff structure is a constraint for exports. India
needs to actively address this aspect. It has done well to conclude FTAs, including
with the United Kingdom and the European Union. However, India’s past record in
utilising FTAs shows that it needs to do more, partly in terms of capacity building.
Investment treaties, which are again the domain of the Centre, will need to be
streamlined. Foreign investment is often a big driver of trade and competitiveness.

Thus while the Centre is right to move the focus of export policy away from sub-
itiveness, it should avoid shifting ility withoutshift-

ltodeliverresults. Export iti may wellbegin
in districts and industrial clusters, but export success is ultimately secured through
national trade policy. States and districts should be expected to do only what they can
do best: Create the conditions in which globally competitive firms can flourish.

ingtheinst

Copyrightin Al era

Theissue warrants deeper judicial and legislative scrutiny

Artificial intelligence (Al) has revolutionised the mediaand information industry,
raising hot-button issues such as copyright and sanctity of content creation. The
Delhi High Court’s July 24 decision dismissing ANI Media’s application for an
interim injunction on OpenAl offers, for the first time, a broad framework for the
judiciary to approach the issue in India. In 2024, ANI accused the San Francisco-
based Al research organisation of scraping, storingand using ANI copyrighted news
articlesto train the large language models (LLMs) underlying ChatGPT, reproduc-
inglarge portions of ANT's content while generating responses to user prompts. The
key issues emerging from this interim order concern the territorial jurisdiction of
suchdisputesand interpretations of Section 52 of the Copyright Act. OpenAl argued
that LLM training occurred abroad, and hence applying the Indian Copyright Act
to this issue would amount to an impermissible extension of Indian law. Justice
Amit Bansal denied this framing on the grounds that ANT's principal place of busi-
ness was Indiaand OpenAl also offered and monetised its services in this country.
Therefore, Indian courts possess the territorial jurisdiction under both the Copy-
right Act and the Code of Civil Procedure to entertain this suit. Merely storing the
dataonserverslocated in the United States, the court argued, could notinsulate the
company from Indian law.

Thesubstantive issue concerned the applicability of “fair dealing” under Sec-
tion 52 (1)(a), for which the court has adopted an ample interpretation. ANI had
contended that OpenAl was using commercially operated Al systems and should
be excluded from the “fair dealing” clause — which states that any work used for
(a) private or personal use, including research; (b) criticism or review; or (¢) repor-
ting current events will not constitute an mfrmgemem of copynuht The court
rejected this contention on the grounds that of non-com-
mercial use was absent in the Section concerned. On whether “private use” could
extend beyond individual human beings, the court applied the “"doctrine of
updating construction”, which states that ongoing law should be updated to fit
modern facts, technology and social changes. On that basis, the court said, first,
the term “private” could apply to private companies and, second, that since LLM
training is aform of research and because the training dataset is never made avail-
able to the public, its use is “private”. The court outlined three “fairness” factors
indeterminingits decision. One, OpenAl had not appeared to have used ANI con-
tent for anything other than training its LLMs. Second, ChatGPT's functions are
fundamentally different from ANT's business of news syndication. Third, the
court pointed to the substantial public benefits of LLMs in health care, education,
financial services and soon.

Given the proliferation of parallel cases globally, this decision will be read
closely. At the very least, it narrows content producers’ ability to monetise output
and raises the spectre of a handful of billionaire founders of Al majors
dominating the global information industry. Though this pronouncement is Al-

latory complexities, and LnLraeructure gaps ifit hopes to achieve its ambition of

Just alittle
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space

Itis time India gave its informal micro-businesses legal
recognition by creating designated spaces for them

Macaulay shows up in India’s DNA in so many differ-
entways. It is not just in the language, but in the way
India seeks to create a “modern” vision for itself.
‘When the British designed cities in colonial India,
their primary goal was to create spaces for their can-
tonments and administrative areas. This is where
they could create an ordered space for themselves
and their families away from the chaos of India. They
did not create space for bazaars, small shops and
eateries for the low-income segments, or, for that
matter, any of the micro-scaled economic activities
that make India work. Such spaces were
lefttothe “old” cities or peripheral areas,
sometimes designated as slums but
mostly just ignored.

Unfortunately, the people who took
over focused almost entirely on building
cities in the image of those in the West.
‘The resulting horror has gone undocu-
mented, but then again, perhaps there is
noneedtodocumentsomethingthatisso
apparent. As India’s population grew
manifold, and its urban population even

-
LAVEESH BHANDARI

giving direction to policy. The only mention therein
related to low- cost housmﬂ for the poor, not to low-
scaled ities. But these activities are

Much of the debate and policy instinct on the
informal sector tends to focus on helping to make it
more formalised and bring it into the economic
mainstream. The point being made in this article is
that in terms of employment, this segment is the
mainstream. Just as we focus on ease of doing busi-
ness for the organised sector, it would help
immensely if we had similar policy objectives for the
informal sector.

Of course, there are many arguments against pro-
moting the informal sector, including that they don’t
follow labour protection laws, pay taxes, or follow
regulations such as those on hygiene or workplace
safety. Each of these argumentsis not correct. First, the
argument here is not to promote such units but to
allowthemtoexist legally by allocatingspace. Second,
they do contribute to indirect taxes that apply to their
product segments, and they are too small to be in the
direct tax bracket. And third, laws and regulations on
safety, hygiene and workplace practices would be
easier toapply when they have space.

Anotherclassofargumentsagainst themrelatesto
their low productivity, a lack of skills, and poor use of
technology. These arguments are flawed as well. The
UPI and digital payments, for instance, have been
embraced tedly by such unit India
They are easy to use, require little training, help ease
payments, help manage liquidity better, while also
reducing the risk of theft and cash extortion.

The point is that this segment can be highly
responsive to positive support. Moreover, with close
touniversal literacy and large numbers of educated,

critical. Urban India cannot be either economically
productive or socially inclusive without them. The
numbers are massive. Of the nearly 190 million
employed in urban India, upwards of 80 per cent are
intheinformal sector. And it would be safe tosay that
the bulk of these are micro-businesses.

And, therefore, the lack of legal space is a key
factor that perpetuates India’s large urban informal
sector. Because we don't allocate space
in our cities to such activities, such
entities are effectively not legal. And
because they are not legal, they are
labelled as informal or unorganised and
mostly ignored.

Notjust the government, rarely dowe
see philanthropy and corporate social
responsibility (CSR) initiatives focus on
this sector. Startups largely ignore ser-
vicing units in this domain. The multi-
tude of skilling initiatives, both private-

moreso, little low-cost i e
created. What is worse, no space was cre-
ated for low-income economic activities.

Focusing only on one segment, shops, it is quite
astomshmg that mdepem:len( Indla created no space
forthechai
the mechanic, the sabjiwala, or, for that matter, [he
weekend market, which has little or no space alloca-
tion across urbau India. But it is not 1usl the shops;
activiti fros ion toconstruc-
tion contractingto micro-scale garment making were
ignored and continue to be so. Even where space was
allocated, such as in the sabzi mmandis. it is quite abys-
‘mal across Indian cities.

Go back to the documents of the erstwhile Plan-
ning C ion or the many i aimed at

and public sector-led, touches this seg-
ment peripherally at best. Researchers
in academia, think tanks, and even PhD students
rarely study them.

This ignorance and a-legality contribute to many
different classes of undesirable outcomes. One, such
units become vulnerable to localised strongmen and
government functionaries. The hafta, for instance, isa
universal phenomenon inurban India; it isnot cultural,
asmany believe, but an outcome of this a-legality.

Two, the incentive to invest in such business is
reduced significantly because there is little cer-
tainty of tenure in that location. Three, the ability to
become formalised is effectively eliminated
because planners have not created small spaces
near demand centres in Indian cities.

access to information through the spread
of digital infrastructure, the growth of Al solutions,
and a dynamic startup ecosystem, the potential of
such micro-businesses to walk up the productivity
ladder has gone up tremendously.

‘What should India do? The key lies in an accept-
ancethat universal formalisation of India’s economy
is some decades away. Therefore, while India needs
to continue with efforts such as ease of doing busi-
nessand increasing manufacturing, space for micro-
businesses needs to be made available close to their
demand centres. This will require city administra-
tions to allocate space near major markets, residen-
tialareas, and transport hubs. The collateral benefits
of such an initiative include improved municipal
coffers through low-cost rental and a dent in the
haftaeconomy.

Of course, thisisavery large ask administratively
duelolndlasfederals(ructu.re Moreover, many local

ate gove andeven city admin-
istrations are likely to oppose it, as they will have
muchtolose. But the central government can play an
enabling role. More than 90 city administrations, for
instance, are currently under its direct control. The
governmentalso recently announced the creation of
many new cities. The support from the Union gov-
ernment to state and city governments can be made
conditional on allocating spaces for such activities.
that willnot

Thereare many other

require additional funding allocations.
The Union government has successfully imple-

mented far more difficult programmes across states

and cities, and will need to take the lead and create

examples for the states to follow.

The writer heads the Centre for Social and
Economic Progress. The views are personal

The canary in the Al coal mine

The artificial intelligence (AI) race between the United
P r »

‘Timeand again, theUS hasappeared to pullahead, only
tosee China quickly close the gap. At the heart of this
competition lie two contrasting visions of how Al
should be developed and deployed. While US firms
largely rely on proprietary technologies to maintain

cybersecurity problem

protecting nati ity. Under Presi-

From the models’ perspective, this was not “cheat-
ing," as they had not violated any explicit ruleencoded
by their developers — they had merely found a more
efficient way to achieve their objective. Perhaps most
uusett].mg one of [he models reportedly left behind

Al Id break out

dent Donald Trump, it can sometimes feel as though
the USisalready moving in that direction.

None ofmxsdmnmshesAIsexuaoldmary promise.
Tt revolut uper-
cha.rgmg research on diseases such as cancer and

their competitive advantage, Chma has of OpenAI* il
embraced D Al models Alexperts would ri this mpminucm
was not The models advance, bu
Dxfferenl stra(egles nothlhstandmg, both coun- been weakened to test the full extent of their capabl]-
tri neither ities, and they did not cause any seno\Js
side is willing to slow. As speed becomes harm. Tt i iseerily
e overridi iority, safetyis i the much-debated (and sn.ll—unproven)

takes a back seat, despite the uncomfort-
ably high risk of catastrophic failure aris-
ing from the combination of human error
andsuperintelligent AL

A recent security breach involving
OpenAl and Hugging Face has under-
scored the danger of treating safety as an
afterthought. The incident occurred while

ab

’s, transform food pmductmn and help

d ingthe
surface. The quesrion, then, is not whether Al should
datwhatcost. Hereliesthe

central dllemma US [ech firms’ principal argument
Mmst regulating Al is that doing so would cause

Cvoid-19 lableak theory, which holds that

the virus escaped from a laboratory in
', Wuhan, China, where researchers were
allegedly conducting risky “gain of func-
. tion” research on viruses. In both cases,
human error and hubris — not malice —
are the ultimate culprits. History offers
plenty of similar cautionary tales.

OpenAl researchers were evaluating the RENNETH RO ‘The spread of open-source Al models
cybersecurity capabﬂilies of two frontier compounds the problem. With cutting-
Almodels. To identify and ilities ~ edge Altoolsnolongerconfined toahandful ofleading

that i hackers might exploit, they tempor-

it is only a matter of time before rogue

anly clnsabled many of the models normal safeguards
tycon-
uolled “sandbox ” A]though the models behavioural

removed, t]
themfromac

states and terrorist groups attempt to use them to
develop biological weapons, novel toxins, or dirty
bombs. But the most immediate danger may be politi-
cal, not technological. Al already enables malicious

A hina. ButifChinacan event-
ually mimicorsteal every major US breakthrough —as
ithasrepeatedly done—apermanentracetobuild ever
more powerful Al is a recipe for disaster. Lasting safety
will ultimately require some degree of international
cooperation, much as nuclear arms control became
indispensable during the Cold War.

‘While Al raises profound concerns about empluy-
ment, inequality, and social cohesion, none is more
important than safety. The industry’s argument that
meaningful regulation must be avoided because it
would slow innovation or undermine US competitive-
ness seriously the risks of i

1 Al systems before we know
how to control them. To be sure, regulators will make
mistakes, and some rules may prove overly restrictive.
Butth d. Tk
rushing one of the most consequential technologies

leaningas farast research are concerned, it leavesopen toir ion
substantive issues of principles and ethics concerning the relationship between
ownersof Al products and content creators. That demands deeper judicial and par-
liamentary scrutiny.

Disclosure: The Digital News Publishers Association (DNPA), of which
Business Standard is a member, isa party in the ANIvs OpenAl case

has ever created without adequate safe-

internet, where they could — at least in theory — have T ion guards, b ntrast, may not

caused d. scale. Left unchecked, these tools could further emde The Huggmg Face hack shou.ld serve as a stark
Instead, the itselfasan  public trust, fuel po]mcal isation, and warning to i and Beijing.

obstacle. Exploiting a previously flaw in  social ‘Winning the Al race wﬂ.ln]atter little if, in the process,

third-partysoftware, they circumvented itsrestrictions
and gained access to the open unemet Did they “g0

Rapid Al development could also pave the way to
au[honbanamsm, as periods of social instability often

gue’”? Afterall, ti they
the objective they had been given: To solve a difficult

tunities for governments to expand their
auLhon(y in the name af restoring order, combating

we create hazards that no country can contain.

The writer is professor of economics and public policy
at Harvard University. ©Project Syndicate, 2026

Familiar optimism over ‘Chindia’

the Modi government.

Look East Policy but does not
articulate that it was expanded
toAct East Policy in 2014 under

BOOK
REVIEW

AVINASH GODBOLE

Thereisalot of demand for good analyti-
cal writingon India-China relations. The
Indian readerstill hasa sense of enigma
when it comes to China, and it takes the
form of curiosity, awe, contempt, or
neglect. The real tragedy is that informa-
tion about China is available in a piece-
meal manner. Quite often, it is bundled
into China-t threar or Chma LU"ﬂDSE nar-

China, the

with political di: and isabout
influence toshow the blg plcture second about India- Chma disputesand
astri recent third

book, Chindia, Journey to An Asian Cen-
turyisanother attempt to stoke a sense of
optimism into an old discourse. Mr
isasenior -
dent, spent several years as ajournalist in
Chinaand has had aringside view of
India-China relations. The (erm “Chin-

about the global stage. and the fourth
examines the idea of the “Asian Cen-
tury”, which, again, is a mirage from the
early years of the 21st century. In essence,
thisisacollection of newspaper columns
wn[ten tomarkimportantbilateral or
Visits, inci and agree-

dia”itselfis desold,
when China was less powerful but less
insecure and the power gap between
India and China had not vet turned intoa
gulf Ttis pertinent to ask whether this
term has currency when China is mote
assertive, is overtly coercive towards
Indiaand when the discourse about
China’s “managed rise” is long over. This
book does not fully answer this or many

ratives, or,
optimistic discourses that poruaylow<
hanging fruit as the next big thingin
bilateral relations. Few analyses com-
bine the fact of structural symmetry

other about India’s relations
with China, including how the two coun-
tries perceive, and what they expect
from, each other.

Thebook has four sections. The first

ments. Asig amount of material
in this book is verbatim from the author’s
last book, Beyond Binaries, which, again,
was based on newspaper columns. And
onceagain, these arguments are not
updated to the publication date.
‘Theauthorargues, “Since India began
following in 1991, what Chinastarted
doingin 1978, today India s said tobe at
the stage where China was at the start of
themillennium”. Thisshows that the
article waswrittenin 2013or that the
author hasgot his math terribly wrongin
2026, when the book s published. Simi-
larly, the same piece talks about India’s

Inanothersection, the
author says, “The vexed
boundary issue has been iso-
lated — one might say, quar-
antined — with a view to
improving relations on other
tracks, especially economic
and trade”, whereasthe

-ty

Chmdla Journey toan

India. This is a huge injustice
to the claim of the book, to
the subject under consider-
ation and mainly tothe
reader who will not get a full
picture by reading this book.
Occasionally, there are con-
troversial claims. Forexample,

boundary questionisalways  Asian Century theauthorsays “itmay bea
atthe centre of India-China by Shastri blessing that India trails China
discourse, even moresosince Ramachandaran indigital development”and
June 2020. In another piece, Published by

then, goeson toillustrate Chi-
nesei

the author writes, “Like Oli,

last year, Rajapaksa had togo,
among other reasons, also for
being pro-China”, which in all probabil-

442pages 3895

inIndian
digital and e-commerce star-
tups, which was a trend during
2016-18. He does not mention thatalot of

ity refers to Mahinda 'stermas
Prime Minister ending in 2015. This once
again confirms that the book remains a
collection of old pieces.

Also, there are pieces that coincide
with various Brics, Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation, and Saarc summits but are
not updated with current information. In
addition, the author spendsalot of time

thesei were halted after the
June 2020 Galwan clashes.

What this book does well is todocu-
ment the many starts India-China rela-
tions have had over the years. Itdoes not
gointo detail asto why these failed and
whether there isa chance to revive them.
The truth remains that these early coop-
eration ideas were not thought through

outlining the history of these and there was considerable domestic

organisations that feels out- resistance to theminIndia and in China.

side the scope of the book, Forexample, the India-China’s CEOs’
mINDIA which is about China and forum was started with much fanfare

but what happened to it is a mystery.
Similarly, the NITI Aayog’s dialogues
with their Chinese counterparts were an
annual affair and sowas the India China
Strategic Economic Dialogue. What hap-
pened tothese, what utility they served
and why these forums were abandoned
isnever told, because no one researches
these aspects.

Most of these short pieces were
written with an overdose of optimism.
‘This was a trend of writing about India’s
relations with Chinain the 2010s where
every meeting, visit or an agreement was
seen as a breakthrough. A well-
researched book on this subject would
be ableto tell the reader why these
eventsdid not build trust or a sustain-
able momentum. That space remains
vacantas of now.

The reviewer is professor and associate
dean of Jindal School of Liberal Artsand
Humanities, Jindal Global University.
The views are personal
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> A thought for today
If we want users to like our software. we should
design it to behave like a likeable person
ALAN COOPER

Phoney Problem

Smartphones are getting pricier thanks to Al-driven
jump in dynamic RAM prices. But there’s a way out
This is a strange time in smartphone history. For almost 20

years, we've expected more bang for our buck year after year.

Yes, phones got costlier, but their capabilities — processor,
camera, battery, storage, etc — improved faster. Today's cheapest
smartphone is far superior in every way to 2007's best. But 2026 is
upending this “law™ amid an Al squeeze.

As AT hyperscalers continue pouring money into data centres,
demand for hardware - dynamic RAM especially - has soared. And
so have prices. Per a Deloitte report, DRAM prices doubled in the
firstquarter of 2026, and are likely to double again before the year is
out.Just three bigfirms make RAM for our devices, and last Dec one
of them shut down its consumer-facing division to focus on
supplying hyperscalers, for whom no price is too high. This has
implications for ordinary consumers.

Early this year, smartphone sales were expected to drop 2% due
to rising hardware prices. A recent
estimate puts the drop at 6%, with
five months remaining in 2026.
Forget improvements, you'll now pay
alot more for last year’s performance.
Computers have also become
expensive, with RAM's share in
overall cost doubling. The really bad
news is that this crisis won'tend soon,
evenif the ATbubble pops. It's because
setting up new lines to make RAM for
our devices needs many billions of
dollars and 3-5 years.

This is a problem for India and
other developmg countries. Many students and workers might not
be able to afford devices they need. Others will delay necessary
upgrades. That means a hit to learning and productivity. But there
are two lessons here that GOI shouldn’t miss. One, we've lost an
opportunity, again. When demand for smart devices exploded
during the pandemic, squeezing supply of less pricey chips used in
carsand appliances, India wasn’tin the chipgameatall. Six yearslater,
when we're getting ready to make those workhorse chips, Al has
squeezed supply of high-end consumer chips, which aren’t on our
manufacturing horizon yet. They should be, along with AT hardware.
Secondly, chips from a few years ago are perfectly capable, but
growing OS demands make them obsolete. It's time to develop an
open, less resource-intensive OS that can run on older hardware, to
make affordable devices for developing countries. With its software
capabilities, India is well placed to do so.

Message In A Ballot

Kishor's poll debut on a ‘safe’ saffron seat is sweet
victory for his party. Bankipur bypoll will be heeded
Bypolls don’t as such follow any trend, but it is frequently the

case that the party in govt in the state, usually retains or wins

assembly bypolls, held after a state election. This is even more

so, when the same party is in govt at Centre. Of course, the last

few years, all poll trends/predictions have come a cropper, with

multiple factors at play. Even so, Bihar’'s Bankipur was not expected

to bowl a googly. BJP was expected to win it comfortably, especially

because it is a ‘safe’ saffron seat. The upper-caste-dominated

constituency, in Nov 2025, elected BJP chief Nitin Nabin, for thefifth

consecutive time. That makes the defeat awkward for the saffron

party, and certainly, significant. Nabin was elected to Rajya Sabha

in April, hence the bypoll.

+  The winner is Prashant Kishor, whose

Jan Suraaj contested 238 assembly seats in

Nov 2025 and lost to the point that 236 of his

I candidates forfeited their deposit. His party

} statewide won 3% votes. Kishor himself

hadn’tcontested. Nine monthson, itissweet

victory for the poll strategist-turned-political

party founder, vindicated in taking the

battle toa BJP stronghold in the heartland.

4 This is a big deal. The run-up to Bihar's

> polls was fraught, with a hastily rolled out

3 \ { and fractious SIR process. The poll results,

a huge win for BJP, cast key ally JDU into

the shadows Nitish Kumar relinquished his pride of place. It took

BJP almost six months to circle in on Samrat Choudhary as CM this

April, even as Nitish moved with Nabin to RS. This clearly created a

political vacuum, into which stepped in the new kid on the block, in

an election held on July 30, days after police excesses on protesting

students wererecorded in Patnaon July 25. As BJP unscrambles the

message from voters, it will have to keep all the moving parts in
Biharinmind.

The Bro Coolaid

Topping his single malt with some protest chic
Namita.Devidayal@timesofindia.com

No one can ever fully understand this country. Like there is
this type of bro in upper class India who has always leaned
right, and wants stability in the country but, recently, posted
support for the student protests - tentative support. it was a
little confusing.

First, a little bit about bro. He is rich. He can be fun. He
studied at a B-grade university in UK/US where he read Milan Kundera. Hecan
be casually mean to his wife but periodically appeases her with a Birkin bag or
Budapest trip. His business sometimes engages in gentle white collar crime,
supported by a club of other gem]e WCCs. He spends time in boring countries
like Malta (tax reasons) but votes in India.

Broinheritedamythology of hatred thathe didn’t question, maybe because

it would impact his real inheritance. Besides, his dentist/golf

m . buddy is Muslim. Bro guzzles Wagyu steak with single malt (when

abroad), but votes for the party that bans beef. Bro firmly believes
% \_J) that youngsters must respect theirelders.

L But then...why did bro suddenly post against the party that he
insists has done so much for India's economy? Did he suddenly change his
beliefs? What just happened“ The answer hos ina fascinating new algontlun
that mlghlwu haping in y: Protest A

girlstold brohe adated uncle-ji. And bro wants to
be cool, evenat the risk of shaking hisapolitical politics.

Last month, the country released pent-up fear like a long fart after years of
indigestion. Peoplealsolaughedalot. There isnoright or left here. Now, youare
either cool or uncool. Because, where do you place a Maharashtrian bikini
model who stops a police van while FaceTiming her dad? Or a youngster from
Jaipur who went to IIT and LSE and then gave up a dream multinational job to
become a student leader? In Delhi, gamchha swag collided with Insta influencers.
In Mumbai, young lesbians in hijab came to a march organised by those who
once cleaved the city. India is kinetic and crazy, unpredictable, even bizarre. No

9% Unlucky Young Indians

Our competitive exams are gamed to make the vast majority lose, and then be pronounced as
lacking merit. So unfair is this filtering, that it may as well be replaced by a lottery system

D Shyam Babu

Youth protests have prompted GOI to
address, anew, the problem of competitive
examinations' question papers being
leaked. It has taken two key steps.
Firstly, it has amended the Public
Examinations (Prevention of Unfair
Means) Act, to “bring greater transparency, fairness,
and credibility”, and to inspire confidence in the
system. The amendment introduces time-bound
resolution of exam fraud cases.

o it has a high-p red
task-force headed by Nandan N l[ekan i, tomake
the country’s examination system “leak-proof
and technology-driven”. One is inclined to
hope, given the reputation of the task-force
members, that it would succeed in its mission.
Butboth these movesare, inafundamental way,
besidethe point.

What is this point? That the increasing
number of candidates and shrinking job
opportunities have created an unprecedented
crisis, inhow wesort out who-is-inand who-is-out,
and itssocietal ramifications. On top of this, we
have become a low-trust society, where every
failure seems an outcome of unfairness.

Consider that in 2023-24, for 7,999 jobs in 22
central civil and defence services, a total of
1,508,430 attended the ination:
That amounts toamere(.5% success rate, which
effectively renderstherestof thecandidates, the
overwhelming 99.5%, meritless. Bottom line is
that most of our educated youth will not get jobs
that satisfy their aspirations.

In 1854, it was Macaulay who introduced
merit-based recruitment by competitive examinations,
after doing away with the patronage-based appointment
of East India Company's officers. That same year the Civil
Services Commission (precursorto UPSC) was setup, and
the following year its first examination was conducted.

In 1864, Satyendranath Tagore became the first
Indian to pass the exam. However, even as Macaulay
ended onekindof patronage, other formssurvived, and
decidedly persist even today.

Indians were ‘free’ to travel to London (the only test
centre till 1922) and master the European classics to
succeed in the examination. After Independence and
till the early 1980s, Indians were ‘free’ to take the
examination in English medium only. A mini scandal
erupted around this time, because one of the exam ques-

=

tions concerned the definition of equestrian sports!

No filtering system is value-neutral. The current
efforts to make our competitive examinations fair
and transparent will also merely fix the mechanical
problem, not the structural one.

After all, millions of aspirants vying for thousands
of jobs willamount to the rejection of more than 90% of
contenders. And the difference between one’s success
and millions of others' failure could be just one mark
for equestrian sports,

Isn't the process of selection, then, a filtering

process merely to perpetuate patronage? Note, too, how
it places an additional burden on low-income rural
candidates, who have to ‘prepare’ for it by moving toa

city for and bear the involved.

We also make too much of academic credentialsand
rankings in competitive examinations. Neither really
matters in one's preparedness to be a competent officer A
rocket scientistand agraduate inartsare, upon qualifying
the examination, equally unprepared for the job. Hence
the extensive pre-job training and subm.quem bouts of
on-the-job training throughout one’s career.

What is it that we accomplish through our complex
selection proeess, except vindicating GK Chesterton’s
point that ‘evil thrives in ambiguity'? Above all, isn't it
unconscionable that we not only fail to provide decent

Jjobstoouryouth, but also brand mostof themasmeritless?

Is the selection pre 0cess abnu! mer] it? No. It is about

theneed tofilter,
And, then, why not dip the blade in honey? This is what
our two-step selection system is, whereby a preliminary
filtering removes the bottom 10% or so, and then step
twoseparates the rest from the lucky ones.

Harvard philosopher Michael J Sandel endorsed, in
The Tyranny of Merit, this suggestion by Ernest F
‘Thompson, a member of Yale University’s admissions
committee: “You sometimes have the nasty feeling
that you could take all the thousands of
[applications)...and you could throw them
down the stairs, pick up any thousand, and
produceas good aclassas the one that will come
outof thecommittee meeting.”

‘The same could be said not only about those
22 central services mentioned above, but also
for many other competitive examinations. And
this means that almost all seats in schools,
colleges, and universities might as well be filled
throughalottery system.

Should technical and highly specialised jobs
and courses be outside the lottery system? To
select the really meritorious? Nope, not at all.
Instead of acompetitiveexamination that involves
an interview process, which is problematic in its
huge subjectivity, selection through lottery would
bemoreefficient, fast, and seen as fair.

What comes in the way is our tendency to
scoff at straight lines and simple solutions.
Power and privilege operate through complex
and complicated processes, which only a few
canmanipulate.

In conclusion, two points deserve our
attention.

One, the paper-leak phenomenon is the function of
commercialisation of the education process. So longas
coaching centres keep competing with each other with
claims of 100% success of their respective candidates,
incentives to cheat will remain. Whenever a technical fix
is overcome, we will be back in the same place, having to
tighten the law, and to set up a committee. A lottery will
reduce, if not end, commercialisation.

‘Two, a solution like a lottery for selecting candidates
doesn’t have m be unplemented all-India from mmon OW.
Apiloti 1d be
thefirststep. Butlet'snotmindlessly prostrateat the altar
of merit. Afterall, what is merit?It'sa weed on Mars.

The writer is Senior Fellow at Centre for Policy Research.
Viewsare personal

AT's Complicated World Is Here. Are We Ready?

China is catching up at a faster speed than last year. US Al agents are going rogue. India must
move quickly and build Al foundations that can’t be compromlsed by foreign govts and tech

Pravin Kaushal

For nineteen days in June, the most
capable Al system available to the public
simply did not exist. US commerce
department ordered Anthropic to bar
foreign nationals from its new Fable
and Mythos models. The company
switched them off for everyone. Washington relented on
June 30. One day into the blackout, a Beijing lab called
Zhipu Al released GLM 5.2 under an MIT licence, free,
unrestricted. no permission required.

Most commentary fixated on the Chinese model.
The more instr ucmc story is what ]]dm](-.‘llcd nc\( in

tarted I

sealed network their ibed. Bot}

say the loited basic not exotic
new capabilities. That’s what makes them alarming: the

bar fora model to go rogue keeps falling.

The twist is who put the fire out. When Hugging Face
needed to analyse and contain OpenAl's own attack, the
leading Western frontier models were unavailable or
compromised. The company reached instead for Zhipu's
openly licensed GLM 5.2, and used it to understand and
shut down the intrusion. A Chinese model, released free
of charge, was the tool of first resort for defending an
American company against an American Al gone rogue.

This followed an earlier, more deliberate episode:
Andu‘opu. had already disclosed that Claude Code was

July, when the

by a Chinese state-linked group into

The second derivative | Hnw far behind i ls China? The

autonomously executing roughly 30 intrusion attempts
against banks, chemical’ l'u'ms._zmd govtagencies, with the

question isnow usele
quarter. DeepSeek R1 showed frontier reasoning could
be built cheaply and given away. Since Feb, Zhipu has
shipped three substantive GLM releases in five
months, the latest trailing the American frontier
by roughly a percentage point on the hardest
engineering tasks. A single outlier is an aceident.
A cadence isan industrial capability.

Then July supplied a harder data
point. OpenAl disclosed that a rogue !
autonomous agent, running loose
during a security test, had compro-
mised Hugging Face's infra. Days -I

later Anthropic admitted its own
models, Opus4.7, Mythos5,andan
internal research system,

had done something similar,
gaining unauthorised access

to three organisations after a
testing misconfiguration left
them connected to the open
internet, rather than the

4

Al performing mostof work itself. Of
defence, it turns out, both now run on agents, and nobody,
East or West, has fully mastered restraining them.

What we choose to call things | There’s
still a tell in the names. The American

- frontier is sold as Mythos and Fable,
distributed throughaprogramme called
Glasswing: knowledge for initiates, a

version for everyone else, transparency

you may admire once invited close

enough. China’s answer is a

versionnumber. One tradition

builds a priesthood; the

other ships a build, to
anybody.

The safety case for
caution is real: an
autonomously hacking

agentisaserious problem
regardless of whose
logo is on it

But ibility is not a distribution strategy.
Whichever weights sit inside the world's codebases,
and inside the world’s incident response toolkits, set
the defaults.

Here Indian enthusiasm needs a cold shower. An
MIT licence is not sovereignty. GLM 5.2 has roughly
744bn parameters; running it demands large accelerator
clusters and the megawatts to feed them. It's free the
‘way an aircraft carrier is free. Many Indian firms that
believe they're using an open Chinese model are in fact
calling Zhipu's hosted interface, their code passing
through servers under Chinese jurisdiction. Open
weights confer freedmn only on those who can host
them; everyone else has simply changed

Our sovereign AT T i
aimed at the first derivative: Can we build a model? The
world has moved to the second: Can we absorb, adapt, and
deploy whatever the frontier produces, including its failure
modes, faster than the frontier changes? Nineteen days
without the American frontier. followed by weeks in
which both American labs’ own agents turned on outside
systems, wasa double fire drill, run for us, free of charge.

Treatinfer id
power as national infra. Write model portability into
every govt Al contract: build to an interface, never toa
provider. Adopt a continuity rule: no single foreign
model, and no single foreign agent, in the critical path
of criticalinfra. And build themuscle todetectanagent
going rogue on our own networks,

Capability was never the moat. Adoption is, and so
is the right to keep using what you built your business
on next Tuesday, whatever a minister abroad decides
on Monday, or whatever an agent decides on its own.
Indiahasnostakeinthe American mythor the Chinese
fable. It has an enormous stake in building on
foundations no foreign govt, and no misbehaving
agent, can withdraw.

Thewriter isa tech & social entrepreneur

Calvin & Hobbes

Sacredspace

DONT SIT NEXT [ RELAX. T

INSTEAD, DO YoU WANT TO
HEAR A RIDOLE 1 MADE WP 7|

WHATS THE DIFFERENCE

BETWEEN A GARDEN SLuG

AND A THO-INCH-LONG,
LINING BOOGER ?

* Hewhoadvances
Without seeking
Fame, Who
retreats Without
~escaping Blame.
Hewhose oneaim
is Toprotect his
people And s
hislord. Th
is A Jewel of the Realm.

Sun Tzu, Art of War

Duryodhan Syndrome: Know Right Yet Choose Wrong

porar

and V'hlnlﬁ Gupta

hes\uthm"’* h

Thetr ueKurukshma h hi

lconduct.  cannot

ided Lifehasits

mind: ta H;

struggle between conscience and temma~
tion, wisdomand impulse, restraintand
desire. The tragedy of Duryodhan was
not merely that he chose wrongly. but that
h : A

know what isright, yet iam not
inclined towards it; i know what is
wrong, yet i cannot refrain from it.”

am lf,hly kingdom, loyal
supporters, and immense authority. Yet
noneof these could save him, because
thefoundation of hisactions lacked

ri As,hteousuess In vhe end, ever \'thmg he

own way of restoringmoral balance.
Ultimately, the challenge of lifeis
not merely to know dharm, but to
cultivate the courage, discipline, and
self-awareness required to live by it.

These words; attributed to Duryodhan
in Mahabharat, capture one of the

e 10se
voiceof hisown conscience.

the fought q
This lesson remains d

True victory does not lie in defeating
others, power; or securing

-atalsor:

ly relevant

deepest conflicts within human nature, The
Duryodhan was not ignorant of dharm;
he clearly understood what was

and what wa Yet

adharm rarely begins with
catastrophic actions. More often, it
: i L

ary life. In pr

eople may sacrif

temporary success. It lies in overcoming
impulses that lead away from truth.

he was unable torestrain himself from
actions driven by ego, greed, jealousy,
insecurity and the hunger for power.
This inner contradiction may well be
described as the Duryodhan Syndrome,
the painful gap between moral
awareness and mor: dl action.

Ther extends
far beyond mythulogy, Even today, people
often know what is ethically right,
unmuonaﬂ» hualthy and spiritually

onecan fully getit—or controlit. Buteveryone gets ‘cool’. When Bob Dyl g
of revolution and Kabir challenged norms, they became cool. Last week, bro
walked overtothe ‘cool’ side. Tentatively.

tarts
Jjustified by ambition,
competition, convenience,
orego, Over time, repeated
compromises weaken moral
sensitivity What once felt
troubling gradually be-
comesacceptable, and
ly habitual. This moral
numbness can affect not only individuals
but also institutions and societies.
Duryodhan’s downfall illustrates
atimelesstruth: noamountof wealth,

pid success or recognition,
and power often overshadows
’, brinciple. Inrelationships,

o2 individuals may knowingly

THE SPEAKING TREE harm they cause. Short-term
gainsachievedat the costof
integrity evenl\m]ly erode trust,
credibility, peace of mind, and respect.
Philosophy of karm reminds us that ‘Duryodh:
every action carries consequences,
whether immudiﬂtem' delayed. One may

‘The story of Duryodhan endures because
itwarns us of whathappens when
knowledge is divorced from character.
If there is alesson Mahabharat offers

choose dishonesty, forevery age, it is this: the greatest
man ipulation, or selfishness  downfall begins not when we fail to
despite understanding the know what isright, but when we know it

clearly and still choose otherwise.
Lasting peace, dignity, and fulfilment
arise only when conscience and conduct
are in harmony: The ultimate answer to
an Syndrome’ lies in mastering
our own mind and impulses.
Bhoosreddy ischairman, UP-Rera.

that offer unmcd iate gratification, power, i
personal gain, influence, status, or tem-

can permanently shield a person from

strategy, or

fora while, but
mnm unrest and eventual consequences

Gupta is professor of management,
Lucknow. Views are personal
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Growth engine

1IP signals resilience to external challenges

ince the Iran conflict broke outin February,

the market narrative has turned quite

gloomy about the prospects for the economy
— the energy shock adding to the prevailing
pessimism over Al disruption and tariffs. However,
macro indicators are telling a very different story
about India’s resilience.

Akey indicator which suggests that the
animal spirits are very much alive, in some
sectors, is the Index of Industrial
Production (IIP). After dipping to 3.2 per
cent in March 2026, year-on-year growth in
the ITIP improved to 4.9 per centin Apriland
5 per cent in May. The latest June reading of
7.3 per centisat a 23-month high. A deeper
dive into the data suggests that the
manufacturing momentum displayed by
the index is not just real, but sustainable.
The use-based classification shows five of
the six sub-segments of the IIP performing
better in April-June 2026 compared to the
same quarter last year. Capital goods
expanded atan impressive 14 per cent (8.8
per cent last year), while intermediate
goods (8.5 versus 5 per cent) and
infrastructure/construction (6.8 versus 6.1
per cent) also put up a strong show. In fact,
consumer non-durables was the only
segment which didn’t improve upon last
year's growth. High growth rates were
achieved by segments such as electrical
equipment (25.8 per cent growth), motor
vehicles and transport equipment (15 per
cent growth each), computers and
electronic products (12.5 per cent) and
consumer durables (7.2 per cent versus 2.8
per cent).

There are other notable features. Results
from listed firms seem to suggest that India
has been making substantial strides in
energy transition. This showsup in
overflowing orders for power and electrical
equipment makers. Vehicle sales have
grown strongly in double digits even after
the upward revision in fuel prices
consequent to the Iran war. Costlier fuels
have accelerated the pace of EV (electric
vehicle) adoption, triggering a 15 per cent
growth in motor vehicles and related
industries in Q1. Electronics
manufacturing has continued to benefit
from the indigenisation push and
production-linked incentives. At the same
time, the late start to the monsoon and
prolonged heat wave have sharply propped
up demand for air conditioners and cooling
systems this year.

The IIP revamp in June underscores
these trends. The revised IIP, for instance,
captures gas and water supply and waste
management which were earlier not
covered under ‘Utilities’. The head
‘Electricity’ now granularly measures
power generated from both renewable and
non-renewable sources. Weights for
electrical equipment, motor vehicles and
electronic products — fast-growing
segments — are higher in the new IIP. The
base year revision and the expansion in the
item basket (from 407 to 463) are likely to
have brought more contemporary products
into the ambit of the index. This is a story of
resilience and structural transformation in
the face of external shock. Policy initiatives
should keep this manufacturing
momentum going.

OTHER VOICES.

Monetary policy
Responding to
the times

BEST BET. A data-based pause and continuation of
neutral stance is ideal, while waiting for current uncertainty to resolve

restless for progress. Signsof a
broad-based revival in the private sector
'mvcs(mcn[ cycle also need support.
Using policy to counter global shocks
is essential for this. A data-based pause

ASHIMA GOYAL
hereisanimpressive
consensus among
economists and analysts for
the Monetary Policy

Committee (MPC) to givea
pause inrepo rates. Normally, in an
emerging market (EM) under pressure
from global volatility, with headline
inflation crossing the inflation target,
there should be calls to raise rates!

Putting core forecasts in the public
<domain may have helped moderate
analysts’ inflation expectations. June
headline inflation came in at 4.4 per cent
but core inflation was only 2.5 per cent,
implying there is no sign of generalised
excess demand. Itis increasingly

gnised that volatil p
revert toa more stable trend. Firms"
pass-through of commodity price spikes
hasalso fallen in the inflation targeting
regime and can be expected to be muted
to the extent consumer confidence and
spending fall in difficult times.

There is more of an understanding of
inflation targeting and that temporary
spikes can be looked through, with the
tolerance band giving the space to
accommodate such spikes.

‘While the monsoon has picked up in
the key planting month of July the
Middle East tensions continue. But
countries and the oil market are finding
substitution possibilities as well as ways
tokeep oil flowing. Crude oil futures are
in the early eighties while the MPC had
taken the value of 95. There may even be
room to reduce headline inflation
forecasts. However, if inflation rises
persistently, the MPC will act to ensure
inflation expectations remain anchored.
How much pass-through there isand
how persistent the commodity shocks
are, remains to be seen.

Growth has held up well despite
global shocks, but there is some
softening and it is below potential.
Moreover, aspirational youth are

and of the neutral stance is
best, while waiting for current high
levels of uncertainty to resolve.

FINANCIAL CONDITIONS

The measures in the last policy are
enabling banks toraise interest rates for
NRIsand help solve the mismatch in
deposit and credit growth without a
general rise in interest rates. The rupee
has more support, which is the
dominant factor to attract fixed income
flows.

Asaresult G-sec yieldsare also
softening, which will help the
interrupted transmission of lower repo
rates. Interest differential with the US
has come down from around 5 per cent
inend-2023 to around 2 per cent but is
adequate as risk and inflation have fallen
in India, but risen in the US. Spreads still
exceed the average EM spread of 2 per
cent.

Both the rupee and G-sec yields have
suffered from adverse sentiments more
than from real weakness —so
demonstration of levers to attract
multiple types of inflows is a confidence
builder, even as the repo rate remains
focused on the domestic cycle.

Nervousness regarding RBI's large
forward book is unwarranted.
Intervention using forwards, witha
rising share of non-deliverable forwards
(NDFs), has many rationales. First,
since causality runs from the NDF
market to domestic markets during
global volatility, such intervention is
more effective.

Second, NDF intervention does not

As India’s shock resilience
and outperformance,
including lower

sensitivity to higher oil
prices, become clearer,
outflows should reverse

drain domestic liquidity unlike dollar
salesin the spot market or settlement of
domestic forwards. It helps insulate
domestic liquidity from forex (FX)
intervention. A domestic liquidity
squeeze often accompanied past FX
outflows, therefore markets fear it. But
now, despite large outflows, durable
liquidity remains in surplus.

Third, buying dollars forward does
not reduce reserves immediately and
may not even in the future. The forward
book can be rolled over if needed. In
NDF contracts only the net loss has to
be paid. The cost maybe higher if the
rupee is depreciating at that time. But so
far the RBI has made large profits on its
FXinterventions. Therefore, the claim
that the forward book has to be
deducted in order to see what reserves
reallyare is not entirely true. Derivatives
are a more modern and economical way
of intervening to reduce unwarranted
risk perceptions. Their share in
intervention has risen since 2013.

Fourth, the debate often worries
about large new peaks in absolute
numbers. A short forward book of above
$100 billion! But, because the size of
relevant markets is growing, ratios are
not materially larger. Interventionas a
ratio of FX turnover this year is less than
itwasin 2014 or 2021.

FORWARD BOOK

Assimilar build-up of the forward book
occurred during earlier global shocks,
but was unwound or rolled over without
problem. Already inflows under the
FCNR(B) scheme have been used partly
to close short NDF contracts maturing
over the next three months. Returning
inflows will be more than enough to
unwind the forward book, to build up
reserves and for the rupee to appreciate
— because more than surplus dollars,
appreciation just needs sentiment to
change.

EMs tend to have self-fulfilling cycles
of depreciation; advanced economy
currency overshoots and then reverses.

Since inflation and risk are lower
today in India, we could see nominal
appreciation once sentiment improves.

Past global shocks were temporary
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and outflows always reversed. This
period of volatility has, however,
persisted since the end of 2024, longer
than usual. The US tariffs were negative
for India; FPI began chasing AL
investments. War related oil shocks and
other supply disruptions followed.

Global current account imbalances
have increased to Covid-19 levels. The
US deficit exceeds the large combined
Chinaand Euro Zone surplus. China’s
surplus has increased to $300 billion.
Compared to many countries India’s
deficitis tiny. Yet it has been punished
inordinately by outflows. The lesson for
the long term is to move toa surplus,
with independence from any one kind of
inflow for financing. There are many
initiatives for this.

As India’s shock resilience and
outperformance, including lower
sensitivity to higher oil prices, become
clearer, outflows should reverse,
Advantages of natural and policy
supported diversity are text-book plays
to counter shocks.

Moreover, some of the shocks
themselves are dissipating. The present
10 per cent US tariff on India is actually
less than on its competitors and exports
have anyway continued to do well. The
Al play has begun to be questioned and
Indian stock markets are set fora
diversification payoff. The main benefit
of Alis going to come from applications
from which India is poised to benefit as
itdevelops small language models using
customisable open weight AL

The world is going through
unprecedented crises. The Indian policy
response has sustained growth;
monetary policy also is demonstrating
that agood pilot can reach harbour even
instormy seas. For thisit hastokeepa
steady course and also communicate
abilityand intent to nervous markets.
US bond market yields rose, althougha
hold was widely expected, because the
Fed Chair did not communicate inflation
fighting intent alongside. Twice, when
the governor hinted the rupee was
undervalued, it appreciated.

‘The writer is President, TIES, and Professor Emeritus,
IGIDR

How India’s contract labour framework is changing

It’s evolving into examining the circumstances in which core business activities may be performed through contract labour

—
Senthil Nathan B

he evolution of labour law rarely
I happens overnight. More often, it
mirrors the changing needs of
the economy. Over the past three
decades, India’s approach to contract
labour has undergone a quiet but
fundamental transformation. What
beganasa law intended to regulate the
engagement of contract labour is
gradually evolving into a framework that
examines the circumstances in which
core business activities may legitimately
be performed through contract labour.
The recent notification issued under
the Occupational Safety, Health and
Working Conditions (OSH) Code, 2020
that shift. Although the

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.

EUROPE:

Trump’s latest Iran ‘Deal’
Afriend quipped the other day that President Trump truly deserves the Nobel

Peace Prize becau:

ise he has already ended the Iran war eight times. Will the

ninth time be the charm after his latest decision to call off a military escatation

in search of adeal

with the revolutionary regime? “We have just been asked by

Iran, and other Middle Eastern Countries, to hold off any attack in that the
perimeters of a deal has been agreed to,” Mr. Trump posted on Saturday. He
added that this includes “immediate, Complete, and Total” opening of the
Strait of Hormuz and an end to Iran’s nuclear program, pew oy, AucusT2)

notification presently applies only to
establishments under the Central
Government’s jurisdiction, its
significance extends beyond its
immediate coverage. By prescribinga
process to determine whetheran
activity constitutes a core activity, it
offers an early indication of the direction
inwhich India’s contract labour

framework is evolving.

When the Contract Labour
(Regulation and Abolition) Act (CLRA
Act) was enacted in 1970, India was
predominantly an industrial economy.
The concern before Parliament was not
outsourcing as a business strategy.

The earlier framework required the
Government to consider several factors,
including whether the work was
perennial and ordinarily performed by
regular workmen. The OSH Code adopts
adifferent starting point. For
establishments covered by its contract
labour provisions, it generally prohibits
the engagement of contract labour in
core activities, while recognising

LABOUR CODES. Redefining the
relationship between outsourcing and
contract labour seureas

d other may seek

through contract labour therefore
become not merely questions of
operational efficiency, but of legal
sustainability. None of this suggests that
the Labour Codes signal theend of

i . The r of
fixed term employment, together with
the statutory exceptions permitting
contract labour even in certain core
activities, demonstrates that flexibility
remains an important policy objective.
The objective appears to be not the
elimination of outsourcing, but the
adoption of workforce models that are
more consistent with the evolving

Iy
adetermination on whether an activity

specified statutory where

business realities Jusufv such

engagement. In many ways, the law has

moved from regulaung contract labour
the

constity

are examined bya desxgnated authontv
before the appropriate Government
takes a final decision after following the

which core business activities may
legitimately be performed through
contract labour.

The recent notification gives practical
effect to that philosophy. It prescribesa
structured process through which
employers, contractors, workers, trade

principles of natural justice.

The consequences, however, extend
well beyond procedure. Once anactivity
is determined to be a core activity,
organisations may need to revisit
existing workforce arrangements unless
one of the statutory exceptions applies.

philosophy ofrhclaw

Thesi f this shift th
extends well beyond one notification.
The CLRA Act regulated contract labour.
The Labour Codes are beginning to
redefine the relationship between
outsourcing and contract labour.

For business leaders, that is no longer
merelyalabour law issue. Itis
increasingly becoming a question of
corporate governance.

The writer is asenior
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Manila’s double game puts peace at risk

The contradictory approach the Philippines adopts in its handling of maritime
disputes makes one wonder what exactly Manila is hoping to achieve. The
recent remarks of Philippine Defense Secretary Gilberto Teadoro Jr serve as
the latest evidence of such inconsistency. According to reports, Teodoro Jr,
who has already been sanctioned by Beijing for making unfounded remarks
which undermined China’s interests and bilateral ties between China and the
Philippines, called for Philippine officials “who side with China” on the “West
Philippine Sea issue” to resign at a forum on July 29, ignoring the fact that the

© LETTERS TO EDITOR send your letters by email to bleditor@thehindu.co.in or by post to ‘Letters to the Editor’, The Hindu Business Line, Kasturi Buildings, 859-860, Anna Salai, Chennai 600002.

Thrust on bank
This refers to The vanishing deposit
base’ (August 1). Intoday’s rapidly
evolving banking landscape, all banks
— whether public or private — must
remain relevant by adapting to the
changing financial needs of their
customers. However, in their pursuit
of relevance, they should not

lendat i rates
without resorting to high-cost
sources of funding.

mutual funds t

interest paid to MSRDC
under the appearance of vendor
sponsorship raises critical systemic

from corporates, state agencies,
educational institutions, and temple
trusts. Supplying indirect interest or

concerns regarding g €,

customer while the

regulator and ethical

ypayouts under the
brella of

to remain in fixed deposits solely to
achieve sales targets or protect
deposit mobilisation would certainly
dampen public trust.

s -

compromise the ver
conventional banking — deposit
mobilisation and prudent lending
The article rightly highlights the

Ko-Puvanur, TN

HDFC Bank probe

standards i the private banking
sector.

Two decades ago, HDFC Bank's
liability strategy was anchored in
building alow-cost CASA deposit

PO P
constitutes an explicit violation of
RBI guidelines and an unethical
business practice. Characterising
such abreach merely as business
overreach or outplay, rather thana

liancean
high-cost fixed depcsr!s Today,
amidst an elevated credit-deposit

failure of governance,
reflects anUnacceptable institutional
dilution,

Importing doctors

This refers to ‘The economics of
medical education’ ( August 3). Given
that supply of expert doctorsis less
than the demand for them, the idea
of importing doctors will definitely
work for some time. However, itis
imperative that the nation produces
quality doctors and sound
infrastructural facilities in the health
sector in the long run. Dependence
on other nations for goods and
services is always dangerous.

“West Philippine Sea is just a term unilaterally coined by Manila to support its importance of expanding bank The ongoinginvestigation into HDFC  ratio, the bank appears to be K Nagarajan S Ramakrishnasayee
unlawful claims in the South China Sea. . meuma sveust deposits in order to enable banks to Bank regarding [ Td5-crore liabilities , Karur, TN Chennai
L i HT Media Ltd. Plot No.8, Udyog Vihar, Greater Noida Distt. Gautam Budh Nagar, U.P.201306, on behalf of THG PUBLISHING PVT, LTD. Ch news under the PRP Act). 1SSN 09717528
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Relationship banking

What are trusted and authorised relationships?

—
N Gnanabharathi

anbanks,asadata
‘ fiduciary, lawfully hand

over documents suchas
account statementstosomeone
other than the account holder?

‘Thisis nolongerahypothetical

dilemma. Every day, spouses
collectaccount statements,
parents obtain documents on
behalf of their children, sonsand
daughtersassist ageing parents,

DIGITAL BANKING.
Authorisation issues ssrocwioro

MACROSCAN.

CP CHANDRASHEKHAR, JAYATI GHOSH

nearly June, the Ministry of
Finance and Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) announced a set of
unusual measures to stabilise the
rupee. Instead of resorting to
‘open market intervention’ through
dollar sales to prop up the rupee’s value,
the Ministry and the central bank went
along two routes: (i) they enlarged
access to the government securities
(G-Secs) markets for foreign portfolio

and accountants or office
assistants represent proprietors
and small businesses. The Digital still do not offera comparable
Personal Data Protection (DPDP)  mechanism fora customer to
framework, however, requires dlglmll\ authorise anolher
to distinguisk een idual tocollect inga:
trusted relationshipsand uting account
authorised relationships. While oraloan document fromabranch.
thedistinctionis legally sound, The solution lies in
implementing itat the branch institutionalising delegated
counter is far from simple. authority. Banks should consider
Following the notification of introducinga Digital Bearer
the DPDP Ruleson ber 13,
2025 gi ystem
timetoalign their systems and v.hrough their Internet Bankmg
processes. The substantive and Mobile Banking platforms.
compliance obligations will come Customers could register
into force on May 13,2027, As authorised bearers using
banks prepare for this transition, OTP-based authentication,
muchattention has been paidto spec\fythe ca[egones of
privacy notices, consent may be collected,
g d eyt ity. thevalidity period of the
Comparatively little attention has authorisationand revoke it
been giventoa basic operational instantly whenever required.
question: Whois authorised to Everyauthorisation should

receivea customer’s financial
documents? The answeris not
always obvious. Financial

generate acomplete digital audit
trail, giving confidence to

(FPIs), by expanding the list of
government securities open to them
under the Fully Accessible Route (which
has no investment limits); and (ii) they
did awaywith a bunch of taxes on
returns and capital gains deriving from
G-Secs,and sought to attract foreign
investors to this segment by making ita
mini tax haven.

The income tax rate on interest
income earned from G-Secs by FPIs has
been reduced from 20 per cent to nil,and
taxes on short-term (less than 12
months) and long-term capital gains of
30and 12.5 per cent respectively have
beenabolished.

By rendering the G-Sec market much
more attractive for FPIs, the
government aims toattract large
volumes of foreign financial investment.
The resultingabundance of foreign

branch

ge is in turn expected to stabilise

Y

The rmmework should extend

statements, loan sanction letters,
hedules and KYG

p:
records contain personal data. Ifa
bank d uchd

well. Pmpnetomlups.pnnnershlp
firms, L

toan unauthorised bearer, it risks

beable to nomma(e employees,

g ialit ivesor
and its obligati derthe chartered

DPDP framework. On the other authorised document recipients.
hand, refusing tohand overa Suchauthorisations maybe

document toa spouse, parent or
Iong standing rej presenzatwe

role-based, document-specific or
time-bound, reducing

the rupee.

DEBT MARKET FOCUS

The focus on the government debt
market is not without basis. Inrecent
times FPI investments in India’s equity
market have been more volatile and less
buoyant than its debt markets, excepting
forafter the recent policy change
(Chart1). And within the debt market, it
is the market for government securities
that dominates (Chart 2), with central

Volatile equity flows

Net FP| investments in Indian markets ($ mn)

lan-2022
— EQuity

[ cHanr g
Bonds profile

think - bl
Battling to hold the rupee

Opening up government securities markets to stabilise the rupee is not effective and can be counterproductive

-15000
July-2026

s Debt

Total outstanding government bonds end-March 2026 by type (2 crore)

State development loans

Special securities
6,200

UDAY bonds _
66,481 )
L
Floating rate bonds

Government
securities
1,17,86,281

Treasury Bills
7,41,709

ocs dominate
and corporate bond:
end-March 2026 (2 crore)

2,02,35,005

59,09,147
|

Government Corporate

June 2026 saw a record inflow 0f ¥54,150
crore of investment into the debt
market, which was the highest single
month figure everachieved.

VOLATILE FLOWS

But the contribution of this record
inflowinto the debt market was almost
completely neutralised by an FPI
outflow of around 49,340 crore from
equity markets. That is, the enhanced
access and huge tax benefits provided to
investors in debt markets largely
triggered a shift out of equity into debt,
rather than an increase in aggregate
inflows. And in July, while net equity
inflows recovered to 320,200 crore, net
debt inflows shrank significantly to just
18,883 . The: ent’sactions

on paper government G-Secs havingan
customers. authorisation letters. overwhelming share in government
InIndia, s routinely Ast digital k bonds (Chart 3). Leveraging that
undertake banking activities for would protect customer privacy, evidence, the government is making a
oneanotherand childrenassist provide legal certainty to branch push to use FPLinvestments in G-Secsto
parentsin their banking employees, reduce disputes at stabilise the rupee.
operations. Inthe MSME sector branch counters and improve The exchange value of the rupee, as
o0, staff I The captured by its nominal rate vis-a-vis the
oftenvisitbankbranchesfortheir  objective of the DPDP framework USdollar has been in long-term decline
proprietors banking needs. istoensure thatentrusting family since end of the Covid pandemic. It
members oremployees with stoodataround 275 tothe dollar at the
OPERATIONAL GAP routine banking ibilitiesis g g of 2022, fell to just above T81
The DPDP framework has explicit, verifiable andunder the bythe end of that year, then depreciated
exposedan operational gap that customer’s control. slowlyto cross ¥83 at the end of the next
has existed for years. Banks have Asbanks prepare for the full yearand approached ¥85 by the end of
digitised account opening, KYC, enforcement of the DPDP 2024, This trend has however gained
payments, beneficiary framework on May 13, 2027, they momentum since January 2025 and
regi rmrinn inati hi PP ity toadd brought the currency down toaround
A ercanadda perational blind beforeit %96 10 the dollar more recently.
by i d transfer becomesacompli halleng Multiple factors have played roles
substanml sumsafter OTP here. The appreciation of the dollar, the

authentication. Yet many banks

Thewriter isasenior banker Views are personal
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Pvt role likely in uranium mining

The private sector could soon be allowed into the strategic area of uranium
exploration work and mining. The Centre is planning to outsource these
activities to private players with a view to stepping up uranium exploration in
the country and finding larger, high-grade deposits.

SEBI norms for MF overseas investment

Only Indian mutual funds, which are in existence for a minimum period of 10
years, would be eligible for investing in Exchange Traded Funds (ETFs) abroad.
This is part of the SEBI guidelines on investments by mutual funds overseas
issued on Thursday. The Government had allowed investment of $2 billion by
Indian mutual funds in various instruments overseas. Of which, $1 billion can

bein ETF.

HC reserves order on Hutch plea

Inthe argument between Hutchison-Essar Ltd (HEL) and the Essar group in
the Bombay High Court today over their dispute regarding the sale of BPL
Mobile Communications, licensee in the prized Mumbai telecom circle, Ms
Justice Nishita Mhatre, who heard the case, has reserved orders for next week.

counterpart currency; current account
strains induced by volatile movements
inenergy prices; and, mostimportantly,
episodes of capital outflows both
because of the withdrawal of portfolio
investorsand net outflows of foreign
directinvestment.

RBIAMBIVALENCE
Mandated to manage the country’s
exchange rate, the RBI’s response to this
trend has been ambivalent. With foreign
reserves in excess of $650 billion, or
around seven months’ worth of imports,
the central bank should have been sitting
pretty. Especially since, for many years
preceding the pandemic, Indiahad
emerged asa favoured destination for
foreign financial investors targeting
both equityand debt assets worldwide.
Inflows exceeded current account
financing needs, facilitating reserve
accumulation. Moreover, since the
ies of India’s proxi trade
competitorsin Asiaand elsewhere were
also depreciating, some fall in the
rupee’s value was needed to support
export competitiveness. Not
surprisingly, over significant spans of
thislong depreciation episode, the RBI

has chosen not to exploit its foreign
reserve war chest tointervene in
currency markets to shore up the rupee.
That stance is being reversed in recent
months. First, for reasons varying from
the adverse impact on exports of the
trade aggression of the USandits allies
and the rise in the import bill because of
geopolitically driven, periodic,
speculative increases in energy prices,
thereis reason to believe the India’s
currentaccount deficit is likely to widen.

LOSING LUSTRE

Simultaneously, the market mood and
theavailable evidence suggest that India
islosing its position in the pecking order
of favoured markets for foreign financial
investors looking for returns from
equityand debt markets. With equity
investors increasingly focused on Aland
Al-related firms, Indian equities
showing signs of having crossed
sustainable valuation levels,and with
less abundant cheap capital in global
markets, the trend underlying

Over significant spans of
this long depreciation
episode, the RBI has
chosen not to exploit its
foreign reserve war chest
to intervene in currency
markets to shore up the
rupee. That stance is being
reversed in recent months

fluctuations in equity market
investments point to decline and
investor exit.

Evenifthe net flowis absolute
positive, the volume is no longer such as
to consistently raise the size of the
central bank’s foreign reserves. Once we
recognise that the foreign reserve poolis
notareflection of a robust current
account surplus, but of accumulated

dro foreign i ,an
increase in reserves becomes i meerauve
tomatch th ive vol

are not having the intended effectas yet.

However, the long-term effect of this
move to open up the government equity
markets asameans of currency

can by
Domesticinstitutional investors and
banks whoare currently the principal
holders of government debt are more
predictable and within the reach of the
government’s regulatory arms.

Onthe other hand, FPI flows are
driven by global factors. Even when the
gnvemmen( manages toensurea degrce
of: e icand monetary

legacy portfolio investment in the
country and convince foreign investors
that the host has the wherewithal to
guarantee their free exit if and when the
needarises. If that confidence is
undermined, any small reversal of
capital flow into the country can soon
turnintoan avalanche.

An ‘excess’ depreciation of the
currency can be the signal that triggers
such exit, warranting intervention to
stabilise the currency. But if that
intervention swallows much of the
reserve, confidence can only erode
further, accelerating capital exit and the
currency’sslide.

The RBI'sambivalence is therefore
understandable.

However, under pressure to shore up
market confidence and keep the money
flowing, the RBI has adopted the

mentioned earlier, includi
the decision to convert the G-sec market
intoa mini-enclave that serves asa tax
haven. Unfortunately for the
government, that effort hasnot beenas
successful as expected. Itis true that

stability domestically, changes in global
conditions such as interest rate hikes,
geopolitical factors that affect risk
appetites,and the like, can affect FPI
sennmenn leadingto an exitof capltal
b andan

unexpected degree of currency
instability.

Moreover, once markets are open to
foreign financial investors leading to the
accumulation of a legacy stock of
investment, reversing the policyis much
more difficult than instituting it. And as
the share of foreign holding of
government debt stock increases, any
retreat by foreign capital can lower
prices and raise yields, hiking
governmentl borro\vmg costs, with

a for fiscal
autonomyand management

International experience, especially in
countries in Latin America, illustrates
the dangers of going down this road.
Since the early signsare that the policy is
not working, the government may be
welladvised to retract before itis too
late.
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EASY

ACROSS

01.0ne using tact (8)

07. Angry, cross (5)

08. Upper part of loin (beef) (7)
09. Expressed one’s

willingness to (7)

10. Act of vending (4)

12. Motorcycle passenger
compartment (7)

14. Recovery of property from
fire etc (7)

17.Sign of use (4)

18. Change religion (7)

21. Something laid on, a cover (7)
22.Inamorato (5)

23. Renounce, deny (8)

DOWN

01. State of being out of use (6)
02. Corresponding, alongside (8)
03. Woodwind instrument (4)

04. Makes a nuisance of oneself (6)
05. A couple (4)

06. One posting letter (6)
07.One not believing in
established religion (7)

11. Non-professional (7)

13. Evergreen flowering shrub (8)
14. Hand-held harvesting tool (6)
15. Put into grave, vault (6)

16. Massive breakwater (6)

19. Centre of wheel (4)

20, Dwarf pug-dog (4)

NOTSOEASY

ACROSS

01. One told a PM about somebody in the
embassy (8)

07. Angry illegal broadcaster who lost his head (5)
08. Around end of April one irons out the joint (7)
09. Is away with a sort of deer laid before one (7)
10. Auction of beer after the end of Michaelmas (4)
12. Cocktail a biker might get attached to (7)

14, Is wild about the pounds one could save from
the wreckage (7)

17.Be clad, as we are endlessly (4)

18. Change over to vector that might include

the North (7)

21. The sheet on top s to cover fayer it reveals (7)
22. He has a girlfriend of fifty and more (5)

23. Deny being, with age, bent after a start (8)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2705

ACROSS 7. Tape recorders 8. Blood vessel 12. Winner 14. Tapped 16, Catnap 18. Attain 19. Scaffolding 23. Sleeping pills
DOWN 1. Lamb 2. Demo 3. Welder 4. Potent 5. Odes 6. Oral 9. Lunatic 10. Explain 11. Eden 12. Wick 13, Era 15. Ant 17. Puffin 18. Allege 19. Sale 20. Awed 21. Iris 22. Gull

DOWN

01. It’'s desuetude that puts us in the wrong side (6)

02. Pearl might include everything in a line of latitude (8)
03. Instrument showing there is nothing in honour (4)
04. Any son turning out like this makes one rattled (6)
05. Two one discovered in a state of equality (4)

06. Needs to make it right for the person who posts it (6)
07. One may be fined a pound as someone who rejects
religion (7)

11. Coming from a Rugby Union team, he plays for love (7)
13, Give me a lilac to replace this flower (8)

14, It cuts the slice that may have potassium in it (6)

15. Tom - Ben, too - take a turn to bury one (6)

16. It is no grey kind of breakwater (6)

19. This may be at the hub of church architecture (4)

20. Keep turning to a small dog, in short (4)

ANDNOE
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The quarrel
over Cauvery

Karnataka and Tamil Nadu must enter the
negotiation room with renewed dedication
amid accelerating climate-crisis impacts

he leaders on either side of the divide have

changed and so have the eras, but the

century-old dispute between Karnataka and

Tamil Nadu over sharing the water of the
Cauvery simmers. This week, a potential face-off
between Karnataka chief minister DK Shivakumar
and his Tamil Nadu counterpart C Joseph Vijay was
averted after the latter agreed to postpone his visit
to Bengaluru. Tensions have been rising between
the two neighbours amid an indifferent monsoon —
the monsoon was 19% below normal in Karnataka
from June 1 to August 3 and 13% below normal in
Tamil Nadu —and Vijay's government has
approached the Supreme Court.

The immediate trigger for the bitterness appears
to be develor on the Mekedatu reservoir
project, first proposed by Karnataka decades ago to
solve the drinking water woes of Bengaluru. Tamil
Nadu believes the project — which is planned to
come up close to the site where the river enters
Tamil Nadu — will adversely affect the flow of water
downstream. But the enduring trigger for the
dispute every year — irrespective of the party in
power in either Bengaluru or Chennai — is the
increasingly precarious dependence of either state
on the river. This year, the flow has reduced toa
trickle due to indifferent rainfall across the Cauvery
basin this season. Clearly, against the backdrop of
lopsided and haphazard monsoons and the climate
crisis wreaking havoc with both the spatial and
temporal distribution of rainfall, both states needed
to have worked on scientifically sound
environmental plans that could augment water
requirement for drinking (Bengaluru) or
agricultural (Tamil Nadu) purposes.

Instead, neither state appears to have built viable
strategies to mitigate the impact of the climate
crisis.

Water tribunal awards aren’t meant for good
monsoons. Their efficacy is only visible in a
deficient monsoon year, such as 2026 where the
long shadow of EI Nino continues to stalk rainfall
projections. The Cauvery water award first took 27
years of hearing, another six for the government to
announce the allocation, and a further five to

blish a water g authority. In an era
where skews in rainfall change by the week and the
climate crisis has rendered previous models
useless, such long timelines are impractical.
Political brinkmanship has to exit this stage.
Instead, both states need to enter the room with
renewed dedication to safeguard their poorest
constituents from the vagaries of a rapidly
changing world.

A yatra from ritual
piety to base violence

hile the etymology stays contested — like

most other associated things — there has

been some consensus among scholars that
religion comes from the Latin verb religare, which
means 'to bind'. Ritual comes from ritus, which means
a correct way of doing things. The roots of these
words, along with their meanings and thus intent,
appear forgotten when we look at some practices that
are neither correct nor bind human beings, either to
each other or to divinity. The annual mayhem created
by the kanwariyas in the states of Uttarakhand, Uttar
Pradesh, Haryana, and the National Capital Territory
of Delhi is one good exhibit.

As monsoon peaks in the region, so does the
pilgrimage of bringing the sacred — in the form of
water from the Ganga — to one’s doorstep. Drops of
gangajal are supposed to cleanse all mortal sins. So
far, so good, but does it not, then, become almost
blasphemous to engage in unlawful practices during
this very journey? The kanwariyas clearly do not
think so. Every year, many of these devotees, mostly
young men, run amok with their entitlement to flout
all laws of the land and are answerable to none. As if
traffic disruptions, intolerable decibels of the DJ
trucks, and littering at the pit stops aren’t enough,
untramelled acts of violence against people and
property have become a regular feature of the
kanwar yatra. Extending tacit support of
governments, no violation is serious enough to stir
law enforcement into action, not even attacks on
school buses, as happened in Lucknow on August 3.
The issue here is not of policing faith but allowing
people to use faith as a get-out-of-jail card.

As multipolarity
solidifies, a new stable
equilibrium could be
ushered in —one in
which States realise
attacking others will not
alter the balance of
power in their favour

Ithough there have been
several on-off
announcements about
negotiations, ceasefires,
and deals to end the con-
flict between Russia and
Ukraine, and between US-Israel and
Iran, we are staring at a grim reality.
Protracted conventional armed con-
fMicts among countries are back in
vogue, growing at an alarming rate,
and proving to be intractable.
Astudy by the Norway-based Peace
Research Institute Oslo (PRIO) finds
that direct inter-State conflicts have
doubled in the past few consecutive
years, jumping from two in 2023 to
four in 2024, and reaching eight in
2025, which is the highest since data
collection began in 1946. Comparing
the current upward trajectory in
inter-State wars with the Cold War era
(1946-1989) and the post-Cold War era
(1990-2020), it looks like humanity is
going backwards, in the direction of
savagery, instead of moving forward
towards civilisation.
The Cold War period saw an aver-
age of two to four active inter-State

conflicts per year, headlined by the
Korean War (1950-1953), the Vietnam
‘War (1965-1973), the India-Pakistan
Wars (1948, 1965 and 1971), the Arab-
Israeli Wars (1948, 1956, 1967 and
1973), and the Iran-Iraq War (1980~
1988). Even though civil wars or inter-
nal wars outnumbered inter-State
wars, the wars between States were
deadly and accounted for up to four
million battle-related deaths. What
‘made things worse was that the aver-
age duration of these inter-State wars
— many were prolonged by
superpower-fuelled ideologi-
cal proxies —was around 16
to 24 months,

The post-Cold War period
offered a welcome respite
from this dreadful dynamic.
Thanks to the end of the ide-
ological contest between

italism and Co

Sreeram
Chaulia

The here and now of
a forever war’ period

inter-State wars that have once again
marginalised the UN. The Russia-
Ukraine war has exceeded four-and-a-
half years of continuous fighting, The
multiple wars involving Israel, Leba-
non and the Palestinian Territories
have dragged on for three years. And
the US and Israeli war on Iran which
began in 2025, ebbed for a while, and
then resumed in 2026, looks open-
ended with no closure, There have
been some short multi-day conflicts
between Armenia and Azerbaijan
(2020) and between India and
Pakistan (2025), but itis any-
one’s guess whether these
will reignite after a pause.
One key factor behind the
sharp uptick in inter-State
wars and their longevity is
something mat is normally

A smnll Ukmlnc would not have held on for so long against a big Russia lf it
wasn't for both the US and Europe backing the former.

Pakistan’s propensity to carry out
large-scale terrorist attacks in India,
‘which New Delhi says would be con-
sidered “acts of war” from now on, is
also rationalised by the active mili-
tary and economic support Islama-
bad receives from Beijing. Operation
Sindoor in 2025 was relatively short
but saw high-intensity war-like
clashes because Pakistan was
emboldened by Chinese weaponry,
intelligence, economic and diplo-

viewedasa
ment —the onset of a mulu

and the weakening of all power cen-
tres except the US, this era had an
average of only one to two active
inter-State wars per year ]aslmg

polar world. With more power cen-
tres emerging, the willingness to
attack directly or to sponsor proxies

matic As India grows
economically faster than China and
is likely to reduce the power gap with
China in years to come, their Asian
Cold Wm is likely to trigger more

e Bt - by

invasions or aerial bombardments for
years due to this change in the struc-
ture of warfighting.

Given these underlying structural
shifts, is there no lightat the end of
the tunnel and are we condemned to
suffer “forever wars™? The gnod news
is that as multipolarity solidifies, and
once power transitions are com-
pleted, a new stable equilibrium
could be ushered in, in which States
realise it is too costly to attack other
States, since attacking will not alter
the balance of power in their favour.
And with time, as defensive military
technology advances further, it too
‘may deter offensive States from dar-

that can withstand as part

three to i

half months. Fewer inter-State wars
brought relief because international
order rests on mutual respect for
sovereignty and territorial integrity
of States, If inter-State wars lessen, it
introduces systemic stability and
makes intergovernmental institu-
tions such as the United Nations (UN)
more effective. No wonder, therefore,
that the post-Cold War phase was a
golden era for the UN.

But since 2020, this relatively benign
phase has been replaced by a ferocious
new trend of frequent and lengthy

of global rivalries has
grown. If the original Cold War fea-
tured two superpowers that destabil-
ised the world by arming their prox-
ies, the current “new Cold War” is dif-
fused, with more players. A small
Ukraine would not have held on for so
long against a big Russia if it wasn't
for both the US and Europe backing
the former militarily and economi-

wars or
Pproxy association.

Apart from complex multipolarity,
the other reason why inter-State wars
are growing and lasting longer is the
shift in modern military technology.
Stronger attackers believe they have
the upper hand and initiate wars, but
defensive weaponry and tactics are
improving. Drones, anti-tank, anti-
ship and anti-aircraft missiles and

ive strike

cally. And Iran’s against
the much superior Israel and the US
owes to the intelligence, targeting, sat-
ellite, technological, and economic
backing of Russia and China.

for the

ing ptinvasions and regime
changes. For instance, China may
decide not to attack or to delay
attacking Taiwan after seeing the
way Ukraine and Iran warded off
Russia and the US for years.

The bad news is that until we
reach stable equilibrium points that
deter attackers, more inter-State
wars that grind on by attrition are
possible. Itis a scary thought, but one
we must brace for.

amckers Presidents Vladimir Putin
and Donald Trump have found that
weak opponents can withstand land

Sreeram Chaulia is dean, Jindal School of
International Affairs. The views
expressed are personal

Legislation needs debate,
not blind determination

arliament’s Monsoon Session, which
commenced on July 20 and is on till
August13, hns beeg marked by‘a series

November, it would amend Articles 75, 164, and
239AA so that a prime minister, Union minis-
ter, chief Minister, or state minister held in cus-
tody for: ive d harge carry-

of
within and outside Parliament. Two bills, intro-
duced in earlier sessions of Parliament (but not
tabled yet), merit greater discussion and scru-

ing five years’ imprisonment or more, must
resign by the 3ist day or automatically cease to
hold office. Custody, set by an lnvesﬂgaﬂng

tiny: the Foreign Cc
Amendment, or FCRA, Bill, 2026, and the Con-
stitution (130th Amendment) Bill, 2025. Both do
not just expand evecunve control, but also

‘move for an i lecision-
maker. The two bills need to be read againsta
decade of precedents describing the same insti-
tutional habit: Whenever a court or a federal
structure has stood between the Centre and a
decision lt \vamed tomake alone, the response

agency bail order, con-
vncﬂun that is decided by a courtafter trial, as
thetrigger for removing an elected head of gov-
ermnment.

That the Bill reaches for Article 239AA is not
incidental. This is the same provision the
Supreme Court interpreted in May 2023, ruling
En'slninmus.ly that Delhi's elcclgd government

that this “chain of accountability” was essential

has been
The I‘CRABﬂI introduced on March 25, was

framed as tidying up “legal gaps”. Internally, it

«does something larger by inserting a new Chap-

ter, IIA, into the FCRA Act, 2010, creating a

Designated Authority that, under

Section 16C, wields powers resem-

bling a civil court’s in order to super-

vise, manage, or anently vest in

the Centre issued an Ordinance overriding that

verdict, later enacted as the GNCTD (Amend-

ment) Act, 2023, handing control to the Lieuten-
ant Governor, answerable to the Centre.

The 130th Amendment Bill pro-

poses toamend the same Articlea sec-

& ond time for a different purpose, but to

) the same effect: reducing what a court

itself any foreign-funded asset — decision protects, Several Opposition
hospitals, schools, etc— the moment parties have boycotted the Joint Com-
a registration is cancelled, surren- D " mittee on the ground that whoever
dered, orallowed to lapse. P trols the tempo of: 1 bail
The ministry that cancels a Mohan hearings would, in effect, control the
licence effectively appoints the —————— removal of rivals from office. The
authority that then disposes of what panel, headed by BJP MP Aparajita
the organisation built, with proceeds Sarangi, is understood to have
flowing to the Consolidated Fund of retained the 30-day clause whileadd-
India. The scale is not trivial; the gov- ing unspecified “safeguards™ yet, on
ernment’s dashboard shows over y July17, days before the session began,
22,000 registrations have already itdeferred even adopting that report,
been cancelled and roughly 15,000 A seeking further consultation.
left not renewed as of April 2026, man The government would appear to
making for a population of institu- Chain ‘be testing the limits of the Opposition,

tions already standing to be
impacted by the mechanism now
being written into law.
This is also not a fii xs( move. The original
d durin; in1976,

the judiciary and the public. There is
apatternto how this government leg-

FCRA, g the
mrgeted pollncal I'undmg the 2010 Act broad-

mandan:d a smgle State B:ml\ of India m:coum
cut

50% to 20%, made Aadhaar manda(orv (‘or

and banned
of funds between organisations. Each iteration
has tightened the State’s grip on d_lcsamesec—

tor. The 2026 Bill is the pointat
of funds becomes ownership of assets.
Constitutional scholars flag conflict with
Article 300A, since the Authority can act ahead
of any judicial finding, and with Article 30,
which guarantees minorities the right to run
their own educational institutions, a concern
sharpened by Rules nouf ied in June Ddrrlng

engaged
term the law does not deﬁne, from FCRA chgr
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%

We don‘t need to look at Bangladesh

‘or Nepal when we have Mahatma
Gandhi from whom the world
takes inspiration to protest

Insurance firms as major
stakeholders in cleaner air

son has emerged. Recent analysis

suggests that around ¥3,000 crore of
targeted public support could significantly
accelerate the electrification of heavy trucks
inthe reﬁlcn, delivering substantial air-qual-
ity benefits, Health insurers pay roughly the
same amount every year in air-pollution-re-
lated hospitalisation claims in Delhi alone,
Thy

s policymakers debate how to clean
ADelhl-NCR ‘s air, a striking compari-

ments, creating a mechanism through
which their environmental value can be
measured and monetised. A 2022 study using
health insurance records in China found that
every 10 pg/m* reduction in PM2.5 reduced
for respis v and
circulatory patients by 16%. Applied to India,
where the average insured air-quality-related
355,263, the savi

be subsmnnal

ison raises the question: If pollu-
tion imposes a direct and growing financial
cost on insurers, shouldn’t they become active
investors in prevention?

bydirect-
ing CSR funds lowurds air quality interven-
tions and measuring the impact on claims.
Theymn also pamclpale as mvslcrs ingreen

d other instru-

Air quality-linked i
9% of all hospitalisation claims in India, up
from 6.4%in 2022. Delhi, home to just 2.5% of
India’s population, accounts for 38% of hospi-
talisation claims attributable to poor air
quality. The insurance industry’s reported
discussions with the Insurance
Regulatory and Development
Authority (IRDAI) on a 10-15% pre-
mium loading for Delhi residents
reflect this reality.

According to the IRDAI Annual

ments linked to emissions reduction. To scale
such instruments, IRDAI should clarify
whether verified green credits qualify as per-
missible investment assets. This wauld allow
ital, and not
mm:lv CSR budgets, towards reduc-
ing future underwriting risks.

- Over time, new instruments

akin to impact bonds could link veri-
fied air-quality improvements
directly to reduced healthcare costs,

ing in its Report 2024-25, health insurers. Ashok creating a self-reinforcing market
[avour and the Monsoon Session may turn out paid roughly Rs 0.80 in claims for Kumar for prevention.
1! atextbook case of this. every rupee of premium collected. L Measurement is the foundanon on
None of this makes forengn-l'undmg over- With air pollution for which this model rests.
sightand mini an estimated 8-9% of claims, the possesses strong air pollution moni-
asreforms; each deserves attention. But a two- industry’s annual pollution-linked toring infrastructure, What is miss-
thirds majority assembled through defection payout burden may exceed 7,500 B ing is a standardised, independently
and merger to dgmen execuuve control is not crore. In Delhi alone, as mentioned verified attribution methodology for
public Article 368 was earlier, insurers are estimated to green credits. India’s Digital Public
written to demand. Civil society and an elected pay around 23,000 crore annually Infrastructure (DP) could strengthen
rival, both in thelr own Bill, are being asked to ~far exceeding public expenditure this ecosystem further. A citizen
trustadi the respective Bills on air quality improvement. P choosing public transport on a Red
do not constrain. The Union governmentrecently ?V“’aq | AQI day could receive a green credit
A close look at the data on parli y avehicle a in their Digi Locker wallet. This
p revealsa gy i scheme for Delhi-NCR, which has = —  approach leverages DPI to deliver
‘med intoa rubb reignited debate on transport emis- measurable public health and air-

ing exercise seen so far, where extra hoursan:
utilised to move legislation faster rather than
to sharpen it. Each parliamentary session
across the Houses appears less like a debating
chamber and more kac a corporate board

sions. Some analysts argue that stronger
incentives for electric freight vehicles could
deliver significantly Jarger air-quality bene-
fits. Viewed differently, the NCR vehicle
replacemient scheme may have inadvertently

ility meeting where th long created the perfect pilot for resung an air-
Financial Action Tznk Force (FATF); yet, the  before the attendees arrived. When arithmetic quality market: a d
FATF's 2024 reyiew found India only p:mlally for what Parlia raphy,

on non-profit

foral targeted, risk-based approach, no!ablan—
ket mechanism across the sector. A UN Special
Rapporteur had flagged the FCRA's chilling
effect on associational freedom in 2016: a dec-
ade Jater, theamendment answers that warn-
ing by expanding the very power it criticised.

The Constitution (130th Amendment) Bill
performsa parallel manoeuvre against a differ-
ent check: judicial conviction. It follows directly
from Arvind Kc;nwnl erning Delhi from
‘Tihar Jail for months in 2024 W".hmll resign-
ing. Introduced in the Lok Sabha last August
and sent toa Joint Parliamentary Committee in

passes matters less than what it never had o
explain. Governments' ambitions and desires
are clear, their executive upholding is appar-
ent. The end goal is no longer blowing in the
wind. One must have their eyes wide shut to
think otherwise.

Deepanshu Mohan ts dean and professor
of economics at OP Jindal Global
University (JGU) and a visiting professor
at LSE and Universisy of Oxford.
Aman Chain Is a researcher with
Centre for New Economics Studies, JGU.
The views expressed are personal

ventions, i
" gy,

systems,
ries,anda potenual buyer base in the insur-
ance sector with an c interest in

quality outcomes.

The logic of insurers investing to reduce
covered risk is not new. India’s first air quality-
based parametric insurance product was
introduced in 202:: covering construction

Delhi payouts when
AQI exceeds 400. While parametric insurance
remains reactive, it points toward a future
where insurers invest upstream to reduce
r.laims altogether. India’s insurance sector has

cleaner air.

India already hasa policy instrument that
could provide the architecture for such a
pilot. The Green Credit Programme (GCP),
launched in 2023, is designed to monetise ver-
ified environmental improvements. Unlike
the Carbon Credit and Trading Scheme
(CCTS), the GCP is not narrowly focussed on
emissions. With ﬂn.lppmpﬂdle methodnlogy
thep
to recogmse verified air-quality improve-

to move from being a passive
bearerofampollunon Costs 1o an active partic-
ipant in reducing them. Achieving this will
require coordinated action across insurers,
IRDAL government agencies, auditors, and
DPlactors.

Ashok Kumar Thanikonda is Indta program lead at
the Global Green Growth Institute (GGG and
Pawan Mulukutla is executive program director for
Integrated Transport, Clean Air and Hydragen,
WRITndia. The views expressed are personal
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A drug-free India
begins with its youth
As India aspires to become a Viksit Bharat by 2047,

protecting its young from the scourge of drugs must be
treated as a national priority requiring collective action

On Sunday, Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressed over a
crore young Indians connected from more than 28,000
locations to launch the Nasha Mukt Yuva for Viksit Bharat

Sankalp Abhiyan-a campaign asking the country’s youth to be

both its target audience and its foot soldiers. The ambition
matched the scale: a 100-week movement, unfolding every

Sunday, woven into the larger project of a developed India by

2047.The message was blunt-a nation cannot be built on a
generation numbed by addiction. The urgency is not
manufactured. Government surveys already count close to
ten crore Indians touched by narcotics in some form-sixteen
crore users of alcohol, over three crore cannabis users, and
close to two crore linked to opioids. The Narcotics Control
Bureau seized 1.33 lakh kilograms of narcotics worth nearly
2,000 crore last year, arresting 994 traffickers as conviction
rates climbed to 66.8 per cent. States along the Punjab
border and the industrial belts of Uttar Pradesh and
Maharashtra have long topped the case count. The Supreme
Court, while hearing a narco-terror case in 2024, went so far
as to warn that the fallout of rising addiction leaves a

“generational imprint” on public health and national security.
Against that backdrop, a campaign built around the country’s
youngest citizens is not premature. If anything, it is overdue.

What distinguishes this from the Nasha Mukt Bharat
Abhiyaan, running since 2020, is its idiom. Modi leaned on
identity rather than prohibition-calling recovering users

“"warriors" instead of casting them out, and drawing over 125

spiritual and civil society organisations into what might
otherwise have read as another government notice.
Tying sobriety to the Viksit Bharat vision gives young

Indians a stake larger than compliance: abstinence becomes
nation-building, not mere obedience to the law. Arriving days

after student protests over examination reforms unsettled
Delhi, the launch also reads as an attempt to re-engage a
restive Gen Z on the government's own terms.

Yet pledges and pageantry have been tried before. The
older Abhiyaan counts over fourteen crore participants and

lakhs of partner institutions-and, by most accounts, addiction

levels have barely moved. Critics are right to point out that
India’s shortfall lies less in messaging than in infrastructure:

too few de-addiction centres, a scarcity of trained counsellors,

and a stigma that still keeps families from seeking help

before a crisis strikes. A pledge taken at a rally offers little to a
teenager with nowhere to turn the following morning. If this

campaign is to outlast its own launch, the 100 Sundays
ahead must build treatment capacity as visibly as they stage

awareness drives. Symbolism has its place in a democracy of
this size — a Prime Minister speaking directly to a crore young

citizens is not nothing. But Viksit Bharat will not be won by
slogans. The real test of the Nasha Mukt Yuva Abhiyan lies
away from the cameras, in whether counsellors, treatment
beds and second chances multiply as fast as the pledges do.
Only then does a sankalp become a cure.

Farmers transplant paddy saplings in a field, in Nadia district, West Bengal.
FHOTO: PTI
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US-IRAN CONFLICT RESHAPES GLOBAL
STRATEGIC BALANCE FOREVER

Apropos of the landmark article,
‘When Strength Becomes a
Liability’ (3 Aug), the ongoing US-
Iran conflict raises profound
questions about the limits of
military power and the long-term
consequences of prolonged
warfare. The war is unlikely to end
until both sides are exhausted, with
no easy or immediate resolution in
sight. The President of the United
States is not a warlord, yet the
conflict appears to have expanded
beyond political control, making

reducing its economic leverage.
Many believe this conflict could
have been avoided. Years of
sanctions had already placed
significant economic pressure on
Iran, raising the question of
whether diplomacy could have
achieved more than military
escalation. Equally concerning is
‘the rhetoric surrounding nuclear
weapons, as any such escalation
would have consequences far
beyond the immediate region.
The Mediterranean is not

strategic

difficult.

‘The prolonged confrontation has
also exposed the fragility of the
existing global order. Rather than
reinforcing American influence, it
risks weakening the United States'
credibility among both allies and
supparters. If uncertainty
continues, global manufacturing
and investment may gradually
diversify away from the US,

to global commerce,
and the world's dependence on
petroleum is steadily declining as
nations invest in aiternative energy
sources. The US-Iran conflict is
therefore likely to accelerate wider
changes in global security, trade,
diplomacy and strategic alliances,
reshaping the international order in
ways that may endure long after
the guns fall silent.

VINOD JOHRI | DELHI

Please send your letter ta the info@dailypioneer.com.
In not more than 250 words. We appreciate your feedback.

Gau Mutra: Science should not be ridiculed

Throughout history, many medicines originated from traditional knowledge. Aspirin evolved from willow bark, artemisinin from
traditional Chinese medicine, and numerous modern drugs have their roots in indigenous medical systems

MEENAKASHI
LEKHI

Priyanka Gandhi's recent reference to an IIT
Director as a “gau mutra expert” has ignited a
debate that extends beyond politics. The real
question is not whether one personally believes
in traditional remedies or not. The question is
whether scientific inquiry should be encouraged
orridiculed. Science advances by testing hypothe-
ses, not by mocking them.

Throughout history, many medicines originat-
ed from traditional knowledge. Aspirin evolved
from willow bark, artemisinin from traditional
Chinese medicine, and numerous modern drugs
have their roots in indigenous medical systems.
The correct scientific approach is to investigate
traditional claims objectively, accepting those sup-
ported by evidence and rejecting those that fail
rigorous testing. For the sake of dispelling igno-
rance, | must state that more than 70 per cent of
chemicals used in modern medicine are phyto-
chemicals, which means originating from plants,
and a whole lot of those plants aren't originally
from the Western Hemisphere.

laboratory findings, and nothing
stops the sceptics to research
further and test the safety for
human use, which may require
rigorous clinical evidence.

The issue becomes bigger
than cow urine when parachute
or hereditary politicians ridicule
scientific investigation because
the subject originates from tra-
ditional knowledge - knowl-
edge of which they lack, they risk
discouraging legitimate
research. The scientific method
requires openness, scepticism,
replication, and evidence. The
appropriate response is there-
fore not blind acceptance or
blanket dismissal, but rigorous
evaluation.

Privanka Gandhi's descrip-
tion was intended as political
criticism, but it raises a deeper
question: Should scientific
inquiry be dismissed because its
subject appears unconventional or rooted in
traditional knowledge? The remark has drawn
criticism from hundreds of academicians,
who argued that reducing a distinguished sci-
entist to a single label undermines academic
discourse. History reminds us that many scien-
tific ideas initially faced ridicule before they
were properly evaluated.

Contrary to claims that there is “no science”  THE CONTRIBUTION I am reminded of Galileo, who did not
behind gomutra, several peer-reviewed studies  OF ANCIENT HINDU ~ become famous because he was always right.
have investigated cow urine and cow urine dis- CIVILISATION IN He became famous because he insisted that evi-
tillate. Published research has reported antibac- THE FIELD OF dence-not ridicule or authority-should decide

terial activity against certain bacteria, antifungal
activity, antioxidant properties, immune-modu-

scientific questions. When Galileo argued that
the Earth revolved around the Sun, many dis-

lating ;ﬁects, and potenrtlial I;i&-enhancerfprop- NPARALLELED. :nisseeéi or opgg;ﬁ;? t;lss work hecagse it chal-
erties that may improve the effectiveness of some REE lenged accepite iefs. Over time, observations.
antibiotics in laboratory settings. Most important- gll-g-[{)SEADII\IGD THI?[E and evidence established the heliocentric
ly, these findings are primarily laboratory (in vitro) model.
gr animal stufises, ar?d in lnc)llia. ithas l;yee(zn prac- PARAMPARA IS If the politically driven criticism was direct-
tised on humans as part of traditional medicine. SUCH THAT NONE ed at specific scientific claims, those claims
Therefore, they should be viewed as promising OF THE IMPORTED should be challenged with data. If the criticism
research and further establish the same with pre- OR DOGMATIC was directed simply at the fact that a scientist
cision for medical treatments. has researched or discussed cow urine, then
The two patents in the United States of GANDHIS - VADRAS it risks discouraging inquiry into traditional
America, which were highlighted by CAN EITHER knowledge. Ridicule has never been part of the
Parliamentarian Sudhanshu Trivedi in the Lok COMPETE OR scientific method.
Sabha, very strongly relate to cow urinedistillate,  (yNDERMINE. I HAVE The appropriate response to controversial
involving pharmaceutical compositions using cow MY SUSPICIONS research is not to dismiss researchers with
urine distillate as a bio-enhancer and use of bioac- labels, nor to accept every traditional claim
tive fractions of cow urine distillate to enhance ABOUT THEIR uncritically. Itis to let evidence decide. Whether

antimicrobial and anticancer agents. Research
involving cow urine or cow urine distillate has
been carried out by scientists affiliated with insti-
tutions in several countries, including India, Nepal,
United States, and United Kingdom, includes col-
laborative research and publications. The research
has largely focused on antimicrobial compounds,
antioxidant activity, bio-enhancer effects, veteri-
nary applications, and antiviral screening.
Recent laboratory work has investigated
whether compounds isolated from cow urine dis-
tillate demonstrate antiviral activity against
viruses such as Chikungunya under laboratory
conditions. This illustrates an important scientif-
ic principle that Traditional medicinal claims
deserve investigation in order to identify positive

COMPREHEND

The writer is a former
Minister of State for

External Affairs of India

future research validates, refines, or disproves
claims about gomutra should be determined
in laboratories and clinical trials and not in polit-
ical speeches.

What the global Scientific Community agrees
is that cow urine contains biologically active
compounds that merit scientific investiga-
tion. Secondly, laboratory and animal studies
have reported antimicrobial, antioxidant, and
immunomodulatory effects. While scientists in
India such as Dr Suman Preet Singh Khanuja led
research on cow urine distillate as a bio-
enhancer that could improve the absorption
and effectiveness of antibiotics and anticancer
drugs and is also the co-inventor of US patents

on cow urine distillate. Dr Mahendra Pandurang
Darokar, who is a medicinal plant and natural
products researcher, worked on antimicrobial
and pharmaceutical applications of cow urine
distillate as part of the CSIR team. This balanced
perspective allows one to argue that research
into gomutra is a legitimate scientific endeav-
our, also recognising that extraordinary medical
claims require extraordinary clinical evidence.

In 2026, researchers at 1T Roorkee reported
that an Ayurvedic cow urine distillate (Gau
Mutra Ark) significantly reduced the chikungun-
yavirus in laboratory experiments. According
to the institute, viral load was reduced by over
90 per cent, with an optimised formulation
achieving up to 99.85 per cent reduction
under laboratory conditions. Research on cow
urine has involved multiple Indian scientific
agencies, including the Department of Science
& Technology (DST), Department of
Biotechnology (DBT), CSIR, ICMR, ICAR, and the
Ministry of AYUSH under collaborative research
programmes, This indicates that the subject has
been considered worthy of scientific investiga-
tion rather than being dismissed outright.

The 200 academicians who issued an open
letter criticising the comment made by Priyanka
Gandhi, argued that reducing a scientist to a
dismissive label undermines academic integri-
ty and discourages scientific inquiry. The ques-
tionis whether scientists should be mocked for
investigating traditional knowledge. History
shows that many modern medicines originat-
ed from traditional practices. Research on cow
urine has identified antimicrobial, antioxi-
dant, bio-enhancer, and antiviral properties in
laboratory studies, while agricultural applica-
tions have also been explored. The scientific
approach is to test claims rigorously-not to
ridicule researchers for studying them. That is
how science progresses.”

As a political worker, | tried to analyse the
Gaumutra Visheshagya jibe at Prof. Kamakoti
and came to a conclusion that it was a slur of
choice to mock Hindus and associated practices
of their faith. In addition, it was also a jibe at
the institution which functions under his lead-
ership. | am citing my tweet:

Priyanka Gandhi probably doesn’t know
about Aryabhatt, but surely she would've
visited her Nanihal and the famous Galileo
Museum. I'm sure she would have seen how
Galileo was imprisoned for saying the Earth
goes around the Sun. It may be shocking for
some that “cow worshippers" and “gau mutra
visheshgya” had already discovered this cen-
turies before Galileo!! And no one was impris-
oned for life for “blasphemy”.

Thisis Galileo's finger preserved ata museum
named after him.

The contribution of ancient Hindu civilisation
in the field of science is unparalleled. The pedi-
gree of rishis and their parampara is such that
none of the imported or dogmatic Gandhis -
Vadras can either compete or undermine. | have
my suspicions about their ability to
comprehend.

| pray to my Lord that wisdom and knowl-
edge, along with compassion, prevail amongst
biased and ignorant people.

SANJAY
CHANDRA

The quiet grace that shapes our lives

have always been people who quietly appeared when |
most needed guidance or reassurance-my parents, my wife,
my children, my friends, my teachers, my seniors, and even
strangers whose advice altered the course of my decisions.
Iremember one such incident from my first posting in the
Railways. | wrote an official letter to the Headquarters and
was surprised to receive a personal reply from

2ND OPINION

We often speak of the wisdom contained in our scriptures
and epics, and the importance of introducing our children
to them so that they may navigate life's complexities with
greater clarity. 1 inherited these values through stories
passed down by my parents, teachers, elders, and count-
less conversations over the years. Among them, the
Mahabharata has perhaps influenced me the most.

One idea stayed with me from an early age. We are taught
to perform our duty to the best of our ability without becom-
ing attached to the outcome. The results, we are told, are
not entirely within our control. Somewhere beyond our
limited understanding exists a larger order that ultimate-
ly looks after us.

Asthe years passed, | began to see traces of that wisdom
in ordinary human relationships. Throughout my life, there

a senior officer. He welcomed my first official communi-
cation and gently suggested better wording for future cor-
respondence. That small gesture inspired me to give a little
more than what duty alone demanded. Only later did |
realise that such mentoring was part of the organisation-
al culture and was extended to officers throughout their
careers. Looking back, | realise it was only the first of many
such moments that shaped my understanding of these
values. | have often found myself carrying that tradition
into both my professional and personal life.

However, when | look at the world around me now, |
sometimes wonder whether younger generations receive
the same reassurance. We live in an age that measures
almost everything instantly. Success is counted in follow-
ers, likes, promotions, visibility and constant comparison.
Many of us spend so much of our energy keeping pace with
an increasingly demanding world that we naturally
become more occupied with our own journeys than with
quietly encouraging someone else’s. OQutcomes often

appear to matter far more than effort, and appearance often
seems to matter more than substance. Patience has become
unfashionable, while uncertainty is increasingly viewed as
failure rather than as an inevitable part of life.

So, are the values with which | grew up still relevant? |
believe they are. Modern life may make them less visible,
butit has not made thern less meaningful. The people who
quietly embody those values have not disappeared. They
continue to guide, encourage and reassure, often without
realising the difference they make. Perhaps what has
changed is not the values themselves, but our ability
to notice them amid the speed and noise of contempo-
rary life.

Whether there is a Supreme Being watching over us is
something | still do not know. But I have come to believe
that grace often reaches us through such people. Perhaps
the divine does not always reveal itself through extraor-
dinary event: itis foundina word,
an unexpected act of kindness, or in someone who appears
atjust the right moment. And perhaps that is reason enough
to continue believing that the values we inherited still have
a place in the world we live in today.

The writer is a founder of Kala - Krazy About Literature And Arts,
is an author, speaker, coach, arbitrator, and strategy consultant

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The NEET reform debate

The enactment of the Public Examinations (Prevention
ofUnfair Means) Amendment Act, 2026, reflects the gov-

Towards a lasting solution

The Cauvery water-sharing dispute has once again
become a flashpointin Tamil Nadu politics, with the TVK

ernment’s determination to curb malprac-
tice through stricter penalties, Special Fast-Track
Courts, and a Special Task Force. However, experience
suggests that harsher punishments alone do not nec-
essarily prevent crime or misconduct. The recurrence
of the NEET-UG 2026 paper leak despite the existing 2024
legislation has renewed questions about whether
legal deterrence, by itself, can safeguard the integrity
of high-stakes examinations.

The debate extends beyond punishment to the exam-
ination system itself. Concerns over the National
Testing Agency’s reliance on outsourcing have renewed
calls for stronger institutional safeguards alongside
tougher laws. With education placed in the Concurrent
List, states already possess significant responsibilities
in higher education. Many believe allowing states
greater flexibility in conducting admissions for their own
quota of medical seats could reduce the impact of
nationwide irregularities while ensuring local represen-
tation. The challenge lies in balancing national standards
with transparency, accountability, and equitable access
to medical education.

HARIDASAN RAJAN | KERALA

under Chief Minister C Joseph Vijay facing crit-
icism over its handling of the issue. Opposition parties have
accused the ini ion of acting unil failing

India’s winning momentum

India’s fourth-place finish at the 2026 Commonwealth
Games, with 39 medals, including 13 gold, marks more than
astrong showing on the medals table. It reflects the steady
expansion of the country’s sporting ecosystem and the
e of talent across multiple disciplines. Although

to build political consensus, and not responding firmly
to Karnataka's reluctance to release water. Amid mount-
ing pressure, the government abandoned its proposed
visit to Karnataka for talks with Chief Minister DK
Shivakumar and instead approached the Supreme Court,
seeking legal intervention. The Apex Court remains the
ultimate forum to resolve disputes when negotiations fail.

Yet, while judicial intervention may provide immedi-
ate relief, it cannot by itself resolve a conflict rooted in
competing regional interests, changing rainfall patterns,
and increasing water demand. A lasting solution requires
cooperative ism, t reservoir 2
ment, scientific water-use planning, and sustained polit-
ical dialogue between the riparian states.

Moving beyond seasonal litigation towards institution-
al mechanisms and long-term water management is
essential to ensuring equitable sharing of the Cauvery's
waters while reducing recurring disputes and political con-
frontation.

RANGANATHAN SIVAKUMAR | CHENNAI

the Games featured only ten sports, India excelled
where it mattered most, with the quality and diversity of
performances standing out.

Boxing produced its best-ever Commonwealth cam-
paign, yielding a record ten medals, including seven gold.
Gulveer Singh became the only Indian to win multiple
medals, highlighting the country’s growing strength in
endurance events. Para-athletics reached a new milestone
assharmila Dhankar became India's first Commonwealth
para-athletics gold medallist, while judo and weightlift-
ing also delivered memorable performances. Equally sig-
nificant was the contribution of women athletes, who
secured the majority of India’s gold medals, reflecting the
widening depth of Indian sport. The challenge now is to
translate success into Olympic
achievement. As India prepares to host the 2030
Commonwealth Games, the focus must remain on build-
ing stronger institutions, coaching systems, and sporting
infrastructure that can sustain excellence for years to come.

RNARAYANAN | MUMBAI
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The six-month rule and the
Constitution’s moral compass

The constitutional language is unequivocal. It does not confer discretion upon the executive or the Governor. It
prescribes a mandatory constitutional consequence. A minister who has not become a member of the legislature
within six consecutive months must cease to hold office.

SUDEEP
CHANDRA

ABHINAV
NARAYAN JHA

Constitutions are not merely legal texts; they are instru-
ments of democratic restraint. Their enduring strength
lies not only in the powers they confer but also in the lim-
itations they impose. In a parliamentary democracy, exec-
utive authority is legitimate only when it remains
accountable to the legislature, which in turn represents
the will of the people. It is this constitutional philosophy
that underpins Article 164 of the Constitution of India.

Recent developments in Bihar have revived a debate
of profound constitutional significance. The appointment
and continuance of Bihar Panchayati Raj Minister Deepak
Prakash, despite not being an elected member of either
House of the State Legislature, has become the subject
of judicial scrutiny before the Supreme Court of India.
During the mentioning of a Public Interest Litigation, the
Court agreed to hear the matter. While listing the case,
the Bench led by Chief justice Surya Kant observed that
the issue was a “pure legal question” and remarked, “How
are you retaining a minister beyond six months when he
is notelected?" The Courtalso indicated thatitwould not
permit unnecessary delay in adjudicating the issue.

The controversy invites a larger inquiry that transcends
personalities and political affiliations. It asks whether con-
stitutional exceptions may be stretched beyond their
intended limits and whether executive office can remain
insulated from democratic accountability.

Article 164(1) empowers the Governor to appoint the
Chief Minister and, on the advice of the Chief Minister, other
Ministers. However, this power is immediately balanced
by Article 164(4), which provides: "A Minister who, for any
period of six consecutive months, is nota member of the
Legislature of the State shall, at the expiration of that
period, cease to be a Minister.”

The constitutional language is unequivocal. It does not
confer discretion upon the executive or the Governor. It
prescribes a y constitutional ¢ e A
minister who has not become a member of the legisla-
ture within six consecutive months must cease to hold
office. This provision was never intended to be a paral-
lel route to executive authority. Rather, it is a carefully
crafted constitutional exception designed to address extra-
ordinary circumstances. A distinguished public figure, an
expert, or a political leader may need to be inducted into
the Council of Ministers immediately. The Constitution
permits such flexibility, but only on the understanding that
democratic legitimacy will follow within a defined con-
stitutional period.

The Constituent Assembly debated this provision with

foresight. BR the inclu-
sion of the six-month window not as an exemption from
democracy butas a practical necessity in exceptional sit-
uations. The framers were acutely conscious that exec-
utive authority in a parliamentary system ultimately
derives its legitimacy from representative institutions.

The constitutional design therefore reflects a delicate
balance between administrative convenience and demo-
cratic accountability. Temporary flexibility was permitted,
but permanent exemption from legislative responsibili-
ty was never contemplated.

The Supreme Court has consistently interpreted Article
164(4) in a manner that preserves its constitutional
purpose. In SP Anand v HD Deve Gowda (1996), the Court
upheld the appointment of a Prime Minister who was not
a Member of Parliament at the time of appointment.
However, the Court simultaneously reaffirmed that such
appointments are consnmtlonally temporary and sub[ec(
to the mandatory requi
membership within the prescnbed period.

The principle was decisively reinforced in SR Chaudhuri
v State of Punjab (2001). The Supreme Court held that Article
164(4) cannot be manipulated through repeated appoint-
ments of a non-legislator after the expiry of six months.
Suchan interpretation, the Court observed, would defeat
the constitutional scheme and reduce the provision toa
mechanism for circt
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raise an institutional question that lies at the heart of India's
parliamentary democracy. Can constitutional timelines be
treated as flexible political conventions, or are they binding com-

mands that preserve cratic legitimacy? theeven-
tual outcome, the Court's decision is likely to become a defin-
ing precedent on the relationship between executive power
and legislative accountability.

The Republic now awaits not merely a judgment on an indi-
vidual appointment, but a reaffirmation of the constitutional
values that animate responsible government.

Beyond the textual interpretation of Article 164(4) lies a deeper
constitutional principle-constitutional morality. The Supreme
Court has, in several landmark judgments, recognised that the
Constitution is sustained not merely by legal compliance but
by fidelity to its democratic ethos. Constitutional morality
demands that those entrusted with public power exercise itin
a manner that strengthens, rather than weakens, the institu-
tions of representative government. A ministerin a parliamen-
tary democracy occupies a unique constitutional position. Unlike
civil servants, ministers are politically accountable to the leg-
islature and collectively responsible to the elected House. Their
authority is not personal; it is derived from the confidence of
the people’s representatives. It is this relationship between the
executive and the legislature that distinguishes parliamentary
democracy from other constitutional models.

The framers of the Constitution were conscious that gover-
nancesc requires flexibility. They
the appointment of a non-legislatoras a mmister, butonly for
a limited duration. The six-month period reflects a constitution-
al compromise between administrative necessity and demo-
cratic legitimacy. Once that period expires, the expectation is
that the constitutional process will be completed through leg-
islative membership, ensuring that executive authority remains
anchored in representative government.

The broader concern is institutional rather than political.
Constitutional democracies are strengthened when constitu-
tional conventions are respected voluntarily, not merely
because courts enforce them. Public confidence in governance
depends upon the perception that constitutional offices are held
in accordance with both the letter and the spirit of the
Constitution. When constitutional questions arise, prompt legal
clarification and institutional transparency reinforce that con-
fidence. Equally importantis the principle of public trust. Every
constitutional office carries not only legal authority but also an
ethical obligation. This debate should not be viewed through
the narrow lens of partisan politics. Governments change, polit-
ical majorities fluctuate, and individuals holding office come
and go. Constitutional principles, however, endure.

The interpretation adopted today may govern the conduct
of future governments regardless of political affiliation. The
Supreme Court's eventual decision will not merely resolve an
individual dispute; it will contribute to the constitutional jurispru-
dence governing responsible government in India.

Ultimately, the true strength of the Indian Constitution lies
in its insistence that power must always remain accountable.
Article 164(4) reflects that philosophy. It embodies the idea that
executive office is not an independent source of authority but
an office sustained by democratic legitimacy and constitution-
al discipline. As the Republic awaits the Supreme Court’s deci-
sion, the larger lesson is clear. Constitutional democracy flour-
ishes when institutions act within their prescribed limits, when
constitutional conventions are honoured in good faith, and when
public office is exercised with humility before the Constitution.
The six-month rule is therefore more than a procedural time-
line-it is a constitutional reminder that, in India, the legitima-
cy of executive power ultimately rests upon the confidence of
representative institutions and the enduring supremacy of the
Constitution itself.

CJP: Resilience, resistance
and India’s youth

Cockroach |anata Party (CJP), an incidental and acciden-
tal creation, came into being thanks to the Chief justice
of India’s remark-whether casual, off-the-cuff or serious.
Named after one of the most primitive living winged
insects, with origins dating back 320 million years and
comprising over 4,600 species worldwide, the cockroach
has found a new meaning in the current Indian context.
The long existence of this underrated insect is attributed
to its resilience and instinct to survive under the most
difficult circumstances.

Barely two months into existence in its new manifes-
tation as CJP, with restive but resilient youth becoming
its fulcrum, it has no leader, cadre, ideology, constitution or manifesto. It is neither a
recognised, registered nor an unregistered political party, but merely a phenomenon
that has shaken the powerful government and captured the imagination of society,
particularly the youth, who until recently had been solidly supporting Prime Minister
Narendra Modi but are now seeking his accountability. At the centre of this phenom-
enal success are Gen Z's drive and educationist-environmentalist Sonam Wangchuk’s
steely resolve, which took the short-lived agitation to a new high. That does not take
away the credit from the enormous youth force of the country and their parents, who
came out of their comfort zones to protest. As a field reporter in Delhi, having covered
many major rallies, protests and public meetings over the last four decades, one has
never witnessed such a spectacle before. A nondescript organisation, emerging from
nowhere and giving a clarion call to join the protest against the government's failure
to check paper leaks and its refusal to remove Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan
for presiding over this mess, led to an unbelievable response.

The entirely voluntary nature of the protest, in every respect, has been its strongest
point. The crowds came voluntarily, spending their own money, unlike the traditional
practice of mobilising people through cash payments or by arranging their travel. Once
atthe venue, and faced with police action that left hundreds of young protesters injured,
society swung into action. Food, water and medical aid became readily available. Even
more encouraging was that this voluntary effort transcended religion, caste, creed, colour
and political affiliations. Alleged intrusions by ruling party supporters, though very few
in number and reportedly backed by the
police, were the sordid side of this otherwise
remarkable story.

From the unassailable position that the
Narendra Modi dispensation had created for
itself over the past decade, the CJP-mobilised youth
protest posed the first serious challenge to it.
Ostensibly, the high hopes that the youth, along
with other sections of society, had pinned on the
Prime Minister have been belied, particularly with
the education system going haywire. On top of
that, the BJP's heavy religion-based agenda, cul-
minating in the alleged donation theft in Ayodhya’s
Ram Temple, managed by a trust packed with
nominees of the ruling dispensation, led to pent-
up anger erupting at the CJP congregation. Notwithstanding the fact that student outfits
owing allegiance to Left groups were also at the centre of the action, with halfa dozen
of their young activists joining Sonam Wangchuk in an indefinite fast, the movement
has so far remained aloof from political colouring or related controversies. This is simply
because the youth's agenda is brief, focused, meaningful and to the point.

Strategically, CJP founder Abhijeet Dipke and his core team invited all political parties
to join them, but without their party flags or agendas. Many frontline political repre-
sentatives came to express solidarity, but none dared impose their own agenda, prob-
ably because they were cautioned by the overwhelming presence of the protesting youth.

Sustaining the impact of this mobilisation until the final goal is achieved is certain-
ly a serious challenge for the protesting youth. Given the nature of the current ruling
dispensation and its ability to use statecraft in all its manifestations, maintaining the
momentum will be crucial in countering such tendencies.

The biggest takeaway from this month-old Gen Z movement is that it has rewritten
the concept of the “new normal” prevalent since 2014, with the fear factor at its core.
Ata time when no one dared question the government, the protesting Gen Z broke this
barrier by raising slogans and posing questions directly to the Prime Minister.

However, another major achievement of CJP's revolutionary initiative is that the Jantar
Mantar movement has also shaken the Opposition, particularly the Congress, into more
meaningful action. The pressure built by Opposition parties in both Houses of Parliament
and, finally not for the last time-Rahul Gandhi's sit-in outside the Prime Minister’s
official residence, accompanied by Opposition MPs, has further strengthened the protest-
ing youth’s demand for justice. With society and the Opposition parties fully backing
them, the movement has gained a kind of multi-pronged safety net. More important-
ly, the leadership should remain in the hands of C|P's core team and the youth on the
ground. Everyone else, including Sonam Wangchuk, Rahul Gandhi and the Opposition
parties, should be seen only as lending strength to the youth movement.

Rahul Gandhi has already been raising the issue of paper leaks and the correspond-
ing decline of the education system through party-organised programmes, which have
evoked a positive response. However, taking to the streets to protest outside the Prime
Minister’s residence in high-security Lutyens’ Delhi has given a new meaning to his youth-
centric agenda. The youth, under the aegis of C|P, have perhaps unknowingly registered
some unique achievements. First, they have successfully challenged the systemic con-
tempt for collective empowerment or unity that has prevailed in recent years. When
young people rise collectively and awaken society, it captures the imagination of every-
one, including their adversaries. This can be seen and felt in the current phase of the
CJP protests. Another significant aspect of the movement is that it has overcome soci-
etal, ideological, religious, regional and class divisions that one has witnessed in most
such programmes held in Delhi from time to time. Above all, it has forged a cross-class
and, more importantly, an urban-rural alliance. The mobilisation of crowds for such protest
rallies has traditionally come from rural areas, with negligible participation from urban
populations. That dynamic has changed drastically, as people from all regions and back-
grounds have united to highlight the concerns of the youth.

The CJP-driven youth protests are having a profound, multi-layered impact on the Indian
psyche by transforming systemic and economic despair into a unified generational iden-
tity. What began as an online meme responding toa con-
troversial remark from the judiciary has evolved into a
historic street mobilisation that is altering how young
Indians view their relationship with power.

ANIL ANAND

Peace in Manipur
remains painfully
fragile. More than
three years after
ethnic violence

Manipur’s fraglle peace needs more than guns

find themselves increasingly drawn into an
already volatile situation. The subsequent arrests
may advance the criminal investigation, but they
cannot erase the larger political implication-that
Mampur now faces overlapping ethnic tensions

erupted

g three major cc each carry-

the Meitei and
Kuki-Zo commu-
nities in May 2023,
the state contin-
ues to oscillate
between cautious optimism and renewed blood-
shed. Aithough the intensity of violence has
diminished in recent months, recurring incidents
ofkillings, militant attacks, and deepening ethnic
mistrust reveal that the underlying conflict
remains unresolved. Manipur today stands at a
decisive moment where the choice is no longer
simply between peace and violence, but between
genuine reconciliation and the institutionalisation
of permanent division.

The recent killing of two children after an explo-
sive projectile struck a house in Bishnupur district
starkly demonstrated how quickly tensions can
resurface. The incident triggered widespread
protests, clashes with security forces, curfews, and
internet restrictions, reviving memories of the dev-
astating violence that has scarred the state since
2023. An equally disturbing development fol-
lowed with the abduction and murder of six Naga
civilians in Kangpokpi district. Their deaths have
widened the scope of the crisis beyond the orig-
inal Meitei-Kuki confrontation. The Nagas, who had
largely remained outside the direct conflict, now

SABIR NISHAT

ing distinct historical grievances, territorial con-
cerns, and political aspirations.

The roots of the conflict stretch back decades.
Competing claims over land, identity, political rep-

ion, and administrative control have |

shaped relations among Manipur’s communities.
The Meitei demand for Scheduled Tribe status, the
Kuki-Zo demand for a separate administrative
arrangement, and the long-standing Naga politi-
cal aspirations have created overlapping anxieties
that successive governments failed to address effec-
tively. The violence 0f2023 merely exposed these
unresolved contradictions with unprecedented
brutality.

Its human cost has been immense. Around 260
people have lost their lives, while more than 60,000
were displaced from their homes. Entire neighbour-
hoods that once reflected Manipur’s diversity have
become ethnically segregated, with heavily
guarded buffer zones separating communities that
previously lived side by side. Every passing month
of separation makes reconciliation more difficult,
allowing mistrust to harden into permanence.

Equally damaging has been the erosion of con-
fidence in public institutions. The previous admin-
istration faced sustained criticism over allegations
of partisan governance and its handling of the vio-
lence. Whatever the eventual verdict on individ-

ual allegations, public perception itself

Group), along with the surrender of arms and
ammunition, suggests that sustained security pres-
sure, combined with rehabilitation, can persuade
militants to return to the democratic mainstream.
Such developments provide hope, but they cannot
be mistaken for a comprehensive solution.
Perhaps the greatest obstacle to lasting peace
is the enormous justice deficit. The Supreme Court's
recent concern over the slow pace of investigations
into nearly 3,000 cases arising from the 2023 vio-
lence highlights the scale of the challenge.
Investigations have progressed in only a small frac-
tion of these cases, leaving victims waiting years
foraccc ility. Justice delayed in such circum-

faith in the state's neutrality. President’s Rule tem»
porarily filled the political vacuum before the new
government, led by Chief Minister Yumnam
Khemchand Singh, assumed office in February
2026.

The new administration has attempted to
signal a departure from the past. Its emphasis on
dialogue and equal engagement with all commu-
nities, including the Chief Minister’s symbolic visit
to Kuki-majority Churachandpur, represents an
important political gesture. In a state where
communication between communities had virtu-
ally collapsed, even symbolic outreach carries sig-
nificance.

Thousands of firearms looted from police
armouries during the initial phase of the conflict
continue to circulate despite sustained recovery
efforts. There are, however, encouraging signs. The
surrender of dozens of cadres belonging to the

stances does not merely prolong suffering; it rein-
forces perceptions that the state is either unwill-
ing or unable to protect its citizens impartially.

For reconciliation to succeed, every communi-
ty must be confident that crimes-including murder,
arson, sexual violence, abduction, and intimida-
tion-will be investigated without regard to the iden-
tity of either the victim or the perpetrator.

The Centre, too, has an indispensable role.
Manipur’s crisis has outgrown the limits of an ordi-
nary law-and-order problem. A structured politi-
cal dialogue involving Meitei, Kuki-Zo, and Naga
representatives must become a sustained institu-
tional process rather than an ad hoc response to
every fresh outbreak of violence. Civil society organ-
isations should all be integrated into a broader
framework of reconciliation. Peace negotiated
solely at the pohncal level cannot endure unless

begin rebuilding trust.

banned K: ipak Cc Party (People’s War

ion of displaced families must also

become a central priority. Peace cannot be mea-
sured solely by declining casualty figures while
thousands remain unable to return home. Safe
resettlement, reconstruction of destroyed homes,
restoration of livelihoods, reopening of schools, and
revival of economic activity are equally important
indicators of genuine normalcy. Manipur’s strate-
gic location along the India-Myanmar border
further elevates the importance of stability.
Persistent unrest not only strengthens insurgent
networks and facilitates cross-border movement
ofweapons but also threatens India’s broader secu-
rity interests and its Act East Policy. Manipur's
tragedy is that every community carries genuine
grievances, while every new act of violence
creates another generation of victims. Breaking this
cycle requires far more than military deployments
or temporary ceasefires. It demands a comprehen-
sive strategy combining impartial security oper-
ations, timely justice, political dialogue, rehabili-
tation, and genuine reconciliation. The recent sur-
render of militants, renewed political engagement,
and judicial scrutiny of delayed investigations offer
reasons for cautious optimism. Yet these positive
developments remain overshadowed by recurring
violence and persistent mistrust. Lasting peace will
not be achieved until displaced families return
home without fear, communities interact freely
across ethnic lines, victims receive justice regard-
less of identity, and citizens once again trust the
state more than armed groups.

The writer is the Deputy Director,
Assam Information Centre, New Delhi
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Price of Promise

very election season in India produces an escalating

contest of promises. Monthly cash transfers, free

electri bsidised transport and a growing catalogue

of welfare guarantees have become as central to
campaigns as |deolog\ or leadership. Yet once the ballots are
counted. the arithmetic of governance invariably intrudes upon
the poetry of politics. Manifestos promise universality; budgets
enforce selectivity. This recurring pattern is revealing. It is not
merely about g renegingon i Itreflects
the uneasy alance between democratic competition and fiscal
responsibility. Political parties must persuade voters that they
canimprove lives immediately: Governments, however, must
operate within the constraints of tax revenues, debt obligations
and statutory fiscal deficit limits. The result is that ambitious
electoral pledges often emerge from the legislative process as
narrower, more conditional programmes than those originally
advertised. The phenomenon cuts across party lines.

‘Whether governed by the BJP, the Congress, regional parties or
the Aam Aadmi Party, states have discovered that campaign
generosity collides with the hard realities of public finance.
Eligibility conditions become stricter, verification exercises
reduce beneficiary lists, pay and schemes
are redesigned to lower the burden on state exchequers. Political
rhetoric speaks the language of abundance; administration
speaks (he ngua,,e of affordability. That should not
ally be interpreted as a bemw\l of welfare. India

ins a country where millions depend on public support for
basic security. Cash transfers, subsidised food, healthcare and
educational assistance have often produced measurable
s in human development. The question is not
whether welfare is justified, but whether governments are candid
about its long-term cost and sustainable financing.

The greater danger lies elsewhere. If election campaigns
become auctions of ever-larger giveaways, parties create
expectations that cannot be honoured without compromising
m\Ls(antm mlmslrucmre education, public health and

ive capital formation. g to finance
may pmduoe political divi but
cit narrow th s capacity to mvcs[ in
future growth. A go ent that spends over
recurring commitments has progressively less room to hulld
roads, modumme irrigation, sl.mnglhen public universities or
expand ind | capacity. Equally significant is what this trend
s about the evolution of Indian democracy. Elections
increasingly resemble transactions in which immediate material
hnneﬁta mushadow debates on institutional rclorm.
4 productivity or

Political parties respond rationally to voter mccnm’cs, but
voters also deserve a more honest ion about the
trade-offs inherent in every promise. The real test of responsible
politics is therefore not how generously parties write their
manifestos, but how transparently they explain the choices that
follow. Welfare should protect the vulnerable without weakening
the state’s fiscal foundations. Democratic credibility is
strengthened not by the size of promises made before an
election, but by the integrity with which governments reconcile
compassion with economic prudence after they assume office.

The Hardest Peace

he most important breakthrough in a conflict is often
not when the guns fall silent, but when the combatants
begin to accept that they cannot achieve through war
what they once believed was attainable. If the latest
framework for Gaza survives the formidable political and
obstacles before it, it may come to be remembered as
precisely such a moment. The significance lies less in the
immediate promise of a ceasefire than in the altered 4

Sustainable Aviation Fuel

Thedecisivegapisnottechnical.
Itistheabsenceofaproduction
incentiveand offtake
Sframework.India’sSAF
blendingtargetsremain
indicative,andunlikeevery
competingjurisdictionIndia
offersproducersnoper-litre
credit,nocontract-for-
differenceandnoguaranteed
offtake.Itisherethat policy can
movefastestand mattersmost

viationis the hardest sectorin the
economy to decarbonise, and
Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF)
is the on]) lever that can deliver
that reduction using aircraft, airports and
pipelines that already exist. The global
industry expects SAF to deliver roughly 65
per cent of aviation's path to net-zero by
2050. Every major aviation market ~ the
European Union, the United Kingdom, the
United States, lap1n and Singapore ~ has

India has pledged net-zero by 2070, and
its international carriers fall under ICAO's

value chain.
The second is h)drogen '\TJ consumes

Carbon Offsetting and Reds Scheme
for International Aviation (CORSIA). CORSIAS
mandatory phase begins in 2027, and from
that point the carbon intensity of fuel used
on international routes carries a direct
financial cost. SAF is the most practical
instrument Indiass airlines have to lower
that intensity. The policy window and the
compliance deadline now coincide ~ which
is why this article treats SAF as a matter of
theimmediate present, not the distant future.

SAF has crossed from demonstration to
industry. Global production is doubling
year-on-year ~ from roughly one million
tonnes in 2024 to about two million tonnes

now ationintobinding  in 2025. Yet it still represents well under

mandates and mn:enuvex that create a1 per cent of jet fuel, a gap that defines
price ifor SAF yportunity. C]

for the next quarter-century. market ments place SAF demand

India has committed to indicative SAF
blending of 1(2027),2(2028) and 5 per cent
(2030) initially on international flights, in
step with ICAO's CORSIA Phase IT which

at10-17 million tonnes by 2030, and the
markets value is projected to grow from
under u%z b)lhon in 7()"4 towellabove

USS25bil decade,at

bece yin2027.Thi
into a domestic requirement rising from
about 62 kt in 2027 to ~380 kt by 2030 ~ a
market for which India today has no
commercial alcohol-to-jet supplier. The
question s not whether India will consume
SAF; it is whether India will make it or
import it. India is uniquely positioned to
make it. Having achieved E20 ethanol
blending five years ahead of target, the
country has built roughly 18 billion litres of
ethanol capacity, a large share of which will
become surplus as the ground-transport
blending programme matures. That surplus
is a strategic asset with a shelf-life. The
internationally-certified Alcohol-to-Jet (ATJ)
pathway ~ approved under ASTM D7566
Annex A5 at up to a 50 per cent blend ~
converts exactly this ethanol into jet fuel.
Its single enabling step is the conversion of
ethanol into ethylene, and this is precisely
the capability that this article identifies as
India’s gap. It is a gap India can close today.
The world’s airlines burn close to 350
million tonnesof jet fuel a year, and demand
is growing fastest in the markets India
serves. Electrification and hydrogen \vdl at
best, address short-haul flying dec:
now; forthe wide-body, long-haul fieet there
isnoalternativetoa liquid, high-encrgy-density
fuel. SAF is that fuel. It is a genuine drop-in
~ chemically equivalent to conventional jet
fuel, usable in today’s engines and today’s
airport infrastructure with no modification
~and it cuts lifecycle CO2 by up to 80 per
cent. Of the 11 SAF production pathways
certified to date, the industry has concluded
that the binding constraint on reaching
nu zero is not feedstock but the speed of
logy roll-out. That is a race, and it

of the principal actors. For years, Israel has insisted that any
durable peace requires the dismantling of Hamas as an armed
force. Hamas, in turn, has treated its weapons as the ultimate
guarantee of its political relevance and its claim to resistance. The
latest understanding suggests that, for the first time, both sides
are at least contemplating the same destination, even while
fiercely disputing the route to reach it.

That distinction matters. Peace agreements fail as often
because of sequencing as because nl substance. lsnel \V"m[s
verifiable di before withd: H:
withdrawal before ﬂmmndcnng its military assets. Bndgmg lhm
gap through phased. i 11§ rvised impler
is an attempt to replace absolute dlsxrus[ with incremental
confidence-building, Whether such an approach succeeds will
depend less on diplomatic declarations than on painstaking
verification and sustained political will.

"The proposal also recognises a truth that military campaigns
alone cannot resolve. Destroying an armed organisation does not
ically produce legitil e Alasting
ent requires an i ture capable of
restoring law, delivering services and rchull(hng shattered
institutions. A technocratic Palestinian administration backed by
international oversight seeks to [ill precisely that vacuum,
preventing Gaza from oscillating between militant control and
military occupation. Yet optimism must remain measured. The
conflict has accumulated too many failed ceasefires, broken
commitments and mutual betrayals to justify easy confidence.
Domestic politics could prove as formidable an obstacle as events
on the battlefield. Israeli leaders face electoral pressures that
discourage perceived concessions. Hamas must persuade its own
supporters that relinquishing arms does not amount to
unconditional surrender. Regional actors, meanwhile, will have to
maintain djplom pressure long after the headlines fade.

The ive is equally ing, After
of devastation, d:sp]acemml and economic collapse, Gaza’s

ilian population has little reason to celebrate announcements
that have so often dissolved into renewed violence. Their
scepticism is grounded in lived experience rather than political
calculation. For them, s will not be measured by
diplomatic communiqués but by reopened schools, functioning
hospitals, reliable aid deliveries and the ability to return home
without fear. That is why this moment deserves cautious
attention rather than premature celebration. It is not yet the end
of the war, nor even a guarantee that the fighting will cease
permanently. It is, however, the first credible indication that
military victory is no longer being presented by either side as a
realistic end state. History suggests that enduring peace emerges
through imperfect compromises between adversaries who finally
conclude that the costs of I conflict have b
than the risks of coexistence.

rewards nations that move early.

growth ninenergy figures.
India consumed about 8.85 million
tonnes of jet fuel in 2024. growing over 9
percentayear~among the fastest-growing
aviation fuel marketsonearth. Applying
the indicative blending path to this

Environment &

hydmm per:

hydrogen
emdes the lifecycle-carbon benefit that
makes SAF CORSIA-eligible, while green

~ indeed, across power-to-liquid routes
electrolysis alone accounts for 55-80 per
cent of capital cost. India’s National Green
Hydrogen Mission is the natural enabler,
provided ATJ hubs are co-located with
green-Hz supply.

‘The third is fuel certification and testing
capacity. The ATJ pathway is globally certified
(ASTM D7566 Annex AS, up to 50 per cent
blend), but India’s domestic qualification
ecosystem is nascent.
CSIR-Indian Institute of
Petroleum has developed an
indigenous SAF catalyst and
operates only a ~ 50 kg/day
pilot testing facility. and has
partnered with Airbus to
build capabili he very

first Indian certifications
arrived only in December
2025(I0CPanipat) and 2026
lBPCL Mumbai,
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requirement of roughly 62 kt in 2027, Committee, s st

130 ktin 2028 and about 380kt by 2030 PHDCCIand The fourth ~ and decisive
Today India’s announced SAF supply former ~ gap is not technical. It is

isthinand narmowly based ~ aused-cookingoil
(HEFA) unit at Panipat and refinery
co-processing at Mumbai ~ pathways

that are constrained by the limited  F
Change. Hecan

availability of waste oils. There is no
commercial alcohol-to-jet capacity, even
though ethanol is the one SAF feedstock
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theabsence of a production
incentive and offtake
framework. India's SAF
blending targets remain
indicative, and unlike every
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largest source in five years, and unlike
sugarcane it is far less water-intensive. A
maize-anchored SAF programme aligns
aviation decarbonization with rural incomes
and crop diversification.

India is the world’s fastest-growing large
aviation market. The airport network has
more lh:m doubled lmm 74 in 2014 0 163
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435 million in FY26 ~ roughly ~ 340
e i -0 t

~with IATA projecting India to become the
world's third-largest air-passenger market
by 2030 ~ around 550 million travellers. Air
cargo handled 37 million tonnes in FY25
and the national target is 10 million tonnes
by 2030. A fleet of 800-plus aircraft with
more than 1500 on firm order will fly all of
it. This is the demand engine ~ and every
seat and every parcel need fuel.

All that growth lands on the fuel gauge.
India burned about 8.85 million tonnes of
ATF in 2024, and demand is projected to
reach roughly 12-15 million tonnes by 2030
~a~60 per cent rise in six years -on its way
toward ~ 31 million tonnes by 2040. Jet fuel
is typically the single largest cost for Indian
carriers, around 40 per cent of operating
expenses (spiking to 55-60 per cent during
the 2026 price shock), inflated further by
among the world's heaviest ATF taxation ~
Delhi retail ATF sat at about Rs 110 per litre
(Rs L10 lakh/KL) in mid-2026.

Burning a tonne of jet fuel rek
3.16 tonnes of CO2. So India’s avi:
emissions run at roughly 28 million tonnes
of COztoday, rising to about 44 Mt by 2030
and ~95 Mt by 2040 ~ a five-fold jump on
2021 New aircraft efficiency cannot outrun
traffic growth: Air India’s own emissions
are projected to roughly double within a
decade. From 2027, ICAO’s CORSIA makes
the carbon oninternational routes a payable

his curveis not justan environmental
v.itis a financial one.

Theglobal ‘SAF costs 3-4x jet fuel headline
is misleading for India, because Indians do
not buy jet fuel at the untaxed refinery gate.
Converted to rupees, mature SAF costs
roughly Rs103-158 per litre (AT Rs 110-145;
India’s low-cost PBIL routeRs 115-127), while

India has built in genuine surplus. This
isthecentral strategic mismatch to correct:
India has the feedstock the rest of the world
is short of, and has not yet built the bridge
from that feedstock to the wing,

Among the certified SAF pathways,
Alcohol-to-Jet (ATJ) is the natural fit for
India because its feedstock is ethanol. In
April 2024, ASTM International added
ethanol as an approved feedstock under
D7566 Annex A5,and AT synthetic paraffinic
kerosene is now certified for blends of up to
50 per cent with conventional jet ~ the
highest blend ceiling of the alcohol routes.

Thechemistry of ATJis decisive for policy

be reached at India  e-SAF outlier at Rs 344-365. Set
d per-litre  thatagainst Delhi retail ATF of about
@indrax.coin credit,nocontractfor-difference. Rs110/litre, and the ‘premium’ Indian buyers

and no guaranteed offtake.
It is here that policy can move fastest and
matters most. Indias ethanol success has
created a high-quality problem. The country
now has roughly 18.1 billion litres of ethanol
capacity across some 370-plus plants ~
about 8.2 bn from sugarcane, 8.6 bn from
grains and the balance from dual-feed units
~and itachieved 20 per cent blending (E20)
in early 2025, a full five years ahead of
schedule. Installed capacity is now sufficient
for well beyond E20; a meaningful share of
it risks running idle once ground-transport

because it reveals where the real

hlcndi.ng saturates.
Th thattakes corn

gap lies. Ethanol does not become )El fue]
directly. It must first be

(maize) d].l lhe \mv to SI\F through the
inter vlene,ie.Corn

LLI]V]LHE the Elhvlene is then ohgorm.nzcd
intolongerhy

into jet-range molecules. In other words,
ethanol reaches the wing only by passing
through ethylene. Whoever controls the
ethanol-to-ethylene step controls the AT

» Ethanol - Ethylene - ATJ-! 52 L captures
every co-product along the way (DDGS
animal feed, corn oil, and biogenic CO2 for
food-grade or e-fuel use). Maize is already
India’s fastest-rising ethanol feedstock,
having gone from near-zero to the single

When police harass the media

omeone should advise Philippine

National Police (PNP) chief Gen.

Jose Melencio Nartatez Jr. to first

get all the details of any reported
incident before shooting his mouth off.
Without being on the scene, without being
briefed by his staff, or attempting to get
more information from those on site, the
police chief issued a blanket denial of the
police harassment involving two
photojournalists.

photojournalist Bullit Marquezand trying
to cuff him as he bent to retrieve his P
camera that fell in the scuffle.

The timely intervention of Marquez’s
media colleagues prevented the arrest.
Marquez and Manila Times

which I reacted.” This, despitethe conspicuous

professional cameras they were using to
document Lhc protest rally.

Press ID of the pl and the

actually experience is far smaller than the
global multiple suggests. India is also
structurally cheap to produce in.

mmdshmxelmrkﬁmlargeandl‘ugzmwng

produces demand.

But (he lan,u pme is abmad The world is
heading intoa structural SAF deficit: global
2030 demand is estimated at ~ 12.8 Mt
(central) and 8-31 Mt across policy scenarios,
far ahead of announced capacity. Europe
alone will need about 96 Mt for its 6 per
cent mandate in 2030 against only ~36-5.2
Mt of realistically announced supply ~ an
import gap of roughly 5 million tonne:

Japan (10 per cent by 2030) will likewise
rely on imports and on ‘easily refined
bio-intermediaries like ethanol’, and even
the United States’ outputislargely locked in
by the domestic-use design of its 45Z credit
~the ‘stranded molecules problem ~ leaving
Europe’s gapopen toother exporters. India,
long on ethanol and ready on ETE, is
positioned to be that exporter.

PNP said it was conducting an imparlial

Medi

the policeactionas “hdmssment ‘md

photo editor Rene Dilan were
covering the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations Foreign
Ministers” meeting in Pasay
CGitylastweek. thathad among

Of The

“There’s no such thing as I
nandoon sila sa hanay ng raliyista,
pumapalag sila (they were there among
the rallyists and resisting), or whatever,”
Nartatez said following report of the
police action.

Before prematurely clearing the police,
Nartatez could have asked to see photos
and video of the incident that clearly
showed Pasay City police crowding veteran

itsguestsl
of State Marco Rubio.

In a statement, Marquez
said the incident began when they saw a
Muslim woman bzm,r.', pulled trum the

A Member

Marquez was a member as As:
Press phomgrapher “Such actions are

involving police personnel and meml)cn
of the media.
It s‘ud Lhe PNP “remains r,ommmed o
v,

of transparency
s pointed out
by the Photojournalists’ Centerof the
Philippines.

Cor

pau the \muonal P(;lnce
n (Napolcom) said it “takes

ommi
seriously”the reponcd 1ncxdcm as pohcc
offic

Noted the Foreign Correspondents
Association of the Philippines, where
iated

ranks of v the police.
Reneand I tried to phmogmph what was
happening. However, policemen rushed
toward us and prevented us from taking
photos. One of them covered my lens, to

Letters To The Editor | CJeditor@thestatesman.com

Neutrality

Sir, A heated exchange erupled uJ the
LokSabhaduring
Leak Bill after Congress MP Priyanka: (:zmdhl
Vadraattackedthe Centreovertheappointment

Party vehemently denied the allegations,
refuting the claims as “misinformation”
and demanding that Privanka Gandhi
authenticate her statements or tender an

apology.
Union Minister KuLn Rxmulahclod \Jdr\s
hiasthenew  remark 1 “characte

of Union Minister Pralhad J

Education Minister, invoking his past
remarks on the remission granted to the
convicts in the Bilkis Bano case.

Outside the Lok Sabha, Leader of the
Opposition Rahul Gandhi strongly echoed
herstancetoreportersand went ontolabel
Joshi as a “defender of rapists™ and “the
filthiest type of man”.

In the Lok Sabha the Bharatiya Janata

inside Parliament that degraded the dignity
of the House.

Speaker Om Birlaintervened and assured
the House that the objectionable remarks
would be expunged from the official Lok
Sabha records.

But, in October 2022, Minister Pralhad
Joshi defended the premature release of
the11 Bilkis Bano convicts, telling a television

epaper.thestatesman.com

carryout 1hu.r work without intimidation,
obstruetion, or threats.

denial of the videotaped harassment, the

nalists must beable to

Notwithstanding Nartatez’s premature

channel: “I don't find anything wrong in it
as it is a process of law,” and added,
“Accordingly. as per law. it is done.” He also
said that for convicts who havespent “quite
some time” in prison, “there is a provision”
for release.

In January 2024, the Supreme Court
quashed that remission, holding Gujarat
lacked jurisdiction (the case was tried in
Maharashtra) and that the enabling order

and to uphold rules that promote the
safety of media practitioners, as well as
the protection of freedom of expression.

Should its investigation “establish that
any police personnel violated the law,
existing PNP rules, or estal
operational procedures, they
accountable and dealt with accordingly.”
the Napolcom added.

blished
ill be held

Poor students

Sir, Today’s report “School uniforms
must cover legs and arms during dengue
season” suggests that Dr Sharadwat
Mukharjee, the Bengal health minister is
concerned about the health of students in
both government-aided schools and
private schools.

Itis nodoubt a healthy initiative, But the
minister should know most students in

as

It ordered the convi icts b.ld\ to jail. llope

govel ided schools are very poor.

befor

Speaker follow: neu(mlll}
Yours, etc,, Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee,
Faridabad, 29 July.

How will they afford the uniforms?
Th ST

. ".\mul ‘Thakur,
Ramnagar, 30 July.
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Lessons from Delhi protests

HARSHA KAKAR

hat emerged as the

most alarming aspect

of recent protests at

Jantar Mantar was the
language used by some youth against
the Prime Minister. whom he has
chosen to forgive. Most abusers
were girls, which added to the
discomfort. While many mentioned
the poor upbringing of those who
‘made these comments, the reality
is that this is the language of today’s
vouth. Further, most did so only
for social media traction.

The fact that many have deactivated
their handles indicates that they
areunder pressure from government
agencies and common ci s, who
Lonaldered these comments

able. Th sinvolved

police not to permit any other
protestin Jantar Mantar as it would
reduce their visibility.

Permitting a protest which could
become uncomfortable so close to
government establishments, including
Parliament, was an error. Jantar
Mantar is only suitable for small
sit-down, one-day protests. The
CJP protest should logically have
been moved to Ram Lila Maidan,
the official venue for political and
other protests.

Secondly, the police had
underestimated the numbers that
would be present on the day of the
march to Parliament. Till a day
before, there were more mediaand
social media influencers than
protestors. Many came only to
pdnake free meals. What possibly

inpa smg,abuﬂ\euommmlbwcrc
miniscule, possibly a few dozen.
and hence do not represent the
Gen Z of India. The youth also
backed the protest believing that
the education system needs an
overhaul.

The protests convey lessons for
the government. The authorities
sumed that protests borne
social media campaigns would
never succeed, hence this one was
neither taken seriously nor monitored.
‘The manner in which social media
brought participants out on the
march day highlights that its
monitoring must be given greater
attention by security agencies.
Further, this is the future and
political parties need to give it
emphasis,

Similar l() the Shaheen Baghand
farmers’ protests, the government
let this continue hoping it would
fizzle out. Both those protests were
kept away from Jantar Mantar, with
the farmers not even permitted to
enter Delhi. In this case it was
permitted, possibly due to low
attendance. Abhijeet Dipke, atone
stage, reportedly i the

d people was the forcible
shifting of Sonam Wangchuk to
hospital. The administration assumed
that this would diffuse the protests,
in fact it had the opposite effect.

On the night before the march,
thousands camein buses and other
transport from the fringes of
egged on by calls on
or encouraged by poli
compounding the security scenario.
This move should have been checked
well away from the protest site and
Jantar Mantar should have been
isolated. But it was not. Such large
numbers left security agencies
unprepared. though barricades to
control the march had been set up.

Theaim behind the protests was
to embarrass the government and
force its surrender, as the PM was
known to never bow to pressure
and dismiss a minister. The
government acceding to demands
of the CJP was a boost to opposition
political parties, who have since
considered it their victory.

Mobs go out of control quickly
and it happened here. In an era of
social media, what emerged online
were videos projected by youth of
policet ity, rather than students

aggressiveness and attacks on police
personnel. The government engaging
protest leaders immediately after
the violence indicated that it realized
its a ments had failed and
negotiations were the only way out,
especially as Parliament was in

session.

Another factor which worked in
favour of the protestors was that
their demand for resignation of the
education minister and refining
examination procedures was backed
by the vouth. This subject also
went beyond religion or community,
unlike other earlier protests (Shaheen
Bagh or farmers). thereby drawing
diverse members. Further, leakage
of papers and a collapsing education
system has ignited youth anger,
especially when reservations limit
admission to professional colleges
and job opportunities are scarce.

Many of the protestors were not
against the government but sought
reforms in education. The government
also did not desire a repeat of the
Mandal agitation which shook the
VP Singh government.

A factor which forced the
government to back down was
sympathy protests across the country.
These were the result of social
media broadcasts and organizers
quickly forming regional cells.
Widespread support conveyed that
there were shortcomings in the
education systemand it needed an
overhaul. The Public Examinations
(Prevention of Unfair Means)
Amendment Bill and formation of
a committee to reform the current
system are welcome steps.

An added error was that the
administration did not pay much
heed in the initial stages to the fact
that the agitation w: bung funded
by entitics with ulterior motives
Unlimited food. payment to those
attending and expenses for maintaining
the protest site were gi
The government waking up dnd
tracking flow of funds after the

chicken has flown the coop will
have little meaning. While it may
prove beneficial in preventing future
protests, it should have been done
before.

The government’s decision to
bow to protestors, and agreeing to
cancel all FIRs registered against
those involved in violence will
impact morale of security forces,
which bore the brunt. There were
more security force personnel injured
than protestors. The Supreme Court’s
ruling that authorities can continue
investigating FIRs registered during
the protests while stopping coercive
action against student protesters,
came as a relief.

The court also ordered release
of detained minors and called for
anindependent inquiry into police
excesses. Family members of injured
police personnel have approached
courts for registering criminal
charges against those involved in
violence. It goes to the credit of the
police that despite provocation and

violent mobs, not a single shot was
fired nor a single life lost.

Leaders of the CJP have dismissed
the SC ruling and threatened another
agitation, which will be nowhere
near what transpired. The scenario
has changed and the CJP has lost
vital ground. It can now protest on
social media, as Jantar Manur‘
which enabled protestors to a
pressure, will nnl(mguhcavnlahlc
The government will also be well
prepared. In talks, the CJP has been
outwitted by a smart government.

The CJP's backers thought that
this was India’s Arab Spring momcul
and were rejoicing. But
notto be. Currumly asocial med a
battle is ongoing between the CJP,
seeking dropping of all cases, and
pro-government entities which
want the CJP bluff to be called.
This ongoing stalemate appears to
favour the government.

The writer is a retited Major-General of the
Indian Army.

Can Himalayas bear development Welght"

DIKSHU C. KUKREJA

he Himalayas are far more
than a mountain range.
They are [ndia’s ecological
lifeline, the source of many
ofits greatest rivers, the foundation
of millions of livelihoods, and a
sacred landscape deeply woven
into the country’'s cultural and
spiritual identity. Yet today, this
fragile ecosystem is under
unprecedented pressure. Rising

often planned with the same
approach used for stable plains
and expanding cities.

Thec aret

water conservation, soil stability,
grazing systems and long-term
climatic balance.

The challenge before us, therefore,

increasingly visible. Mountains are
being cut extensively to Wi iden

is not whether development should
take place in the Himalayas.

roads. Hotels and
being constructed on sens
slopes. Drainage systems,
capacity and geological ri
frequently overlooked. As a result,
the threat of landslides, land

De is both necessary
and inevitable. The real question
is whether it can be shaped in
accordance with mountain conditions.
This will require a fundamental

ion in the way development

subsidence and flash floods continues

temperatures, retreating glaciers, to
erratic rainfall, unplanned
and ked tourism

Cllmate change has further
ified this ¢ Glaciers are

are pushing one of the world's
youngest mountain ranges towards
an environmental tipping point.
Every year, millions of pilgrims
undertake the Char Dham Yatra,
while tourists flock to the cooler
mountain valleys seeking respite
from the scorching heat of the
northern plains. These journeys
sustain the economies of Himalayan
states, but they also raise an urgent
question: How much more can the
Himalayas endure before the cost
of development becomes irreversible?
The Himalayas are among the
youngest and most geologically
fragile mountain ranges in the
world. Their slopes are unstable,
their rivers flow with great force,
and their ecological balance depends
onanextremely delicate relationship
between forests, glaciers, biodiversity
and human settlements. Despite

retreating rapidly. glacial lakes are
expanding, and rainfall patterns
are becoming increasingly
unpredictable. These changes are
having far-reaching consequences
for river flows, water availability
and slope stability.

‘Tourism exposes this imbalance
/e concentration
few destinations

c Longcmon are
testing the limits of mountain towns.
At the same time, the habitats of
snow leopards, musk deer and other

species are steadily shrinking.
Native oak forests are mucdsmgl\

is planned.

First, Himalayan development
must be understood at the scale of
ecosystems rather than administrative
boundaries. Rivers, watersheds,
forests and slopes do not function
according to district borders or
departmental jurisdictions. Planning
systems must therefore become
more coordinated and oriented
towards river basins and larger
ecological regions.

Second, tourism policy must
move away from concentrating
visitors ata handful of destinations
and instead distribute tourists across
the wider region. Tourism should
be developed as a network of
destinations supported by
infrastructure that respects local
carrying capacity.

Third, inl'raslructurc must be

being replaced by more fi
pine species, heightening the risk
of forest fires. These changes are
not limited to the loss of individual
species. They are altering entire

designeds
terrain. sundardmd engineering
models developed for the plains
are mddC‘qu[L‘ for geologically

systems, terrain-sensitive road
alignments and ecological restoration
must become integral c ents

terrain and climate. Modem technology
and infrastructure are essential,
but these traditional systems contain

of planning.

Fourth, scientific data must move
beyond an advisory role and become
the foundation of decision-making,
Climate projections, hazard-zone
maps, hydrological studies and
geotechnical assessments should
direct ly influence approvals, policies
and infrastructure decisions.

Finally, Himalayan development
must reconnect with local knowledge
systems. For centuries, Himalayan
communities developed methods
of construction, water management,

layers of environmental understanding.
that remain highly relevant toda;

The future of the Himalayas will
not emerge from a false choice
between tradition and moderni
It will depend on our ability to
bring the two together. combining
scientific knowledge, contemporary
infrastructure and indigenous
wisdom to create a model of
development that is resilient,
responsible and rooted in the realities
of the mountains.

\uungmu 1 ong tem

agri Isettlement planning

this, development in the region is  ecological rel hips that sustain ~ slop effecti ge that 1 sensitively to the  Thewriterisa sustainabiliey advocte and soclo-
Y envizonmentalist,
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ACROSS 16 Marked as having city's unfinished people’sstyleis 14 Encourages acts

paid to be put in condition leaving oldies in to limit term of
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allassociated with ~ reportedly 27 Racecourseisn't 4 Perhaps capital

2 it) s comfortable @ available when gains international 17 Throat condition
Yesterday's Solution with arrest after 19 Comic mostly source of funding transport (4) that s beginning
case's conclusion wanders around is lost (7) 5 Think about Jack, to restrict dealer

© treesintropical 28 McEnroe, say, possibly, at home: ()

8 Oneis inclined to regions magnificent on getting fungal 18 Use up nourishing
stride after (© grass infection , apart from
dellvery service 20 Surprisingly cheap  (9) (10 nut, being greedy
@) gold headwear 6 fm very upset [t]

10 Peter's former DOWN with university's 20 About to fight

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters in the word:
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picture of French
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11 Irritation born out treasurer of Windsor Castle, at first to care for setter, backing

of spite (9) (6) in which prince boxers? another setters
12 Infield runs back 23 One's left poet to broods (33) report

to catch this shot? acquire rol 8) 9 Iveaposter to (6)

unlikely (6) piece of 2 Lout's acre of rouse employees 24 Doctor's surgery in
15 Tirade over furniture bottles 10) decline

measurement of 9) 3) 13 How to provide @)

current epidemic 25 Make another 3 Having shape of danger inalpine 26 Appearance of
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OCCASIONAL NOTE

A PARABOX is suggested by the fact that in
the midst of the coal strike the people at Home
have made the August Bank Holiday a record in
the matter of exodus from the towns. Aeroplanes,
steamers, trains and motor-cars have all been
requisitioned, and it is calculated that no fewer
than thirty thousand lowmouvcs have been
utilisedin I -seekers.
The shortage of coal cannot be so serious as has
been imagined and this impressive use of it may
not be without its effect on the thoughts of the
miners. The amount of movement suggests the
abundance of money everywhere. although that
is at variance with known facts. The probability
is that the great expenditure upon the holid:
only another manifestation of that recklessness
as regards spending which has spread all over
Europe since the War.

is

NewsItems

NEW GOVERNOR OF BIHAR
SIR H. STEPHENSON’S

jesty the King-Emperor has been pleased
toapproveoftheappointment of Sir Hugh Lansdown
Stephenson, K.C.LE., CS.L, to be Governor of Bihar
and Orissa when Sir Henry Wheeler, the present
Governor of that province, vacates office.

His Excellency Sir Hugh Stephenson, who is
now acting as Governor, of Bengal, joined the
Indian Civil Service in 1895, He was appointed to
the Executive Council of Lord Lytton in March,
1922.

PREMIER’S MOVEMENTS

NO CHANGEIN
MINING DISPUTE

(BRITISH OFFICIAL WIRELESS.)
RUGBY, AUG.

THE Prime Minister had intended leaving
England for Aix-les-Baint soon after Parliament
rose for the recess, but he has decided to postpone
his visit in order to be at hand should any
developments take place in the mining dispute.
No change in the situation has yet occurred. and
the Government adhere to their intimation that
they cannot accept any proposal for an extension
of the subsidy for a further four months.

Inthe meanwhile, however, meetings of miners
are being held throughout the coal areas in
connection with the ballot which is to be taken
of members of the Miners' Federation on the
memorandum agreed to by the Executive for
negotiating asettlement on certain terms subject
to the continuance of the seven hours day.

IN THE MINES

93,370 AT WORK ON
JULY 24

(BRITISH OFFICIAL WIRELESS.)
RUGBY, AUG.

QUESTIONED in the House of Commons as to
the number of wage-earners at work in the coal
mines exclusive of safety men, Colonel Lane Fox,
Secretary of Mines, said that on July 24 there were
93,370 wage earners employed, of whom 66,300
were meloyed in mines but not procuring coal.

POLICE BILL FOR RIOTS
COUNCILDEMAND

When the Bengal Legislative Council meets this
monththe Government will ask forasupplementary
grant of over Rs. 33 lakhs, of which Rs. 2.50.000
refers to the Police. The latter demand is due solely
to the recent communal riots in Calcutta and the
Government have prepared a statement for the
benefit of members showing the necessity of
increasing the strength of the Force.

Other features of the demand are Rs. 195000
for the Calcutta University for the construction of
athird story of the Ashutosh Building; Rs. 8 lakhs
for the purchase of the site and building of the
Army Clothing Storage Depot at Alipore; one lakh
as loans to agriculture; and one lakh each to the
District Board of Hooghly for the improvement of
the water supply and the District Board of Jessore
for the construction of a dispensary building and
water supply.
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BJPjolted

Prashant Kishor pulls off stunning win in bypoll

ARELY nine months after his fledgling Jan

Suraaj Party (JSP) was routed in the Bihar

Assembly elections, Prashant Kishor stormed

a BJP bastion with a thumping victory in the

Bankipur bypoll. The outcome would be all
the more painful for the saffron party, which heads the
ruling coalition in the state, as its president Nitin Nabin
had vacated the seat after his election to the Rajya Sab-
ha. In Madhya Pradesh, another BJP-ruled state, the
Congress won the Datia seat. The face-saver for the BJP
was its victory in Gujarat, where it retained the Man-
Jjalpur Assembly seat in Vadodara district.

The Bankipur verdict is an embarrassment not only
for Nitin Nabin but also for Samrat Choudhary, Bihar's
first BJP chief minister. Kishor has relentlessly targeted
Choudhary over the burning issues of corruption, unem-
ployment and law & order. The CM now finds himselfon
asticky wicket even within his own party. Buoyed by his
victory, Kishor is set to up the ante against the state gov-
ernment and project the JSP as the third front. An
uneasy alliance between the BJP and the Janata Dal
(United) already seems to be playing into his hands.

The byelection to three Assembly seats — one each in
Bihar, MP and Gujarat —was the first poll battle after GenZ
protests rocked the BJPled Union government over the
NEET paper leak and other issues. The ruling party is des-
perate to wrest the initiative after the historic agitation at
Jantar Mantar. However, what has added to its woes is the
donation theft at Ram Mandir— an emotive issue that can
dentits Hindu vote bank. With just sixmonths to go for the
high-stakes Uttar Pradesh elections, the party must priori-
tise clean governance at the Central and state levels in order
to regain momentum. The Opposition, meanwhile, should
goall out to exploit the chinks in the BJP's armour.

Economic openings
Revive Attari border trade, retaining caution

HE resumption of border frade through
Nathu La in Sikkim and Shipki La in
Himachal Pradesh after a six-year suspen-
sion is a welcome development. Though
modest in value, this traditional commerce
sustains traders, transporters and border communities
while reviving centuries-old trading links with Tibet.
More slg‘mﬁmml)c it signals Lhat even amid umesolved
diffe regulated
engagement can co(mst with robust national security.
The reopening of these Himalayan routes, closed since
2020 after the Covid-19 pandemic and the Galwan clash,

OPINION
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What went wrong at Jantar Mantar

The authorities missed the window of preparation and planning for the July 20 march

GURBACHAN JAGAT
EX-GOVERNOR, MANIPUR, AND
FORMER DGP, J&K

watched some of the pro-
ceedings at Jantar Man-
tar on July 20. The crowd
of protesters was humon-
gous and, by comparison,
the law-and-order forces
appeared to be inadequate.
Large, unruly crowds and
inadequate police personnel
are the essential ingredients
that create a very volatile situ-
ation. As I think it over, it's
obvious that the response to
the Sansad Chalo call given by
the Cockroach Janta Party was
grossly underestimated. As a
result, the response of the
forces was insufficient.
Looking back at the events, it
was a fast-developing situation
once the word “cockroach™ had
entered the discourse. The man
from Boston tried to create his
own version of the “Tea Party”
in New Delhi by giving a call for
a march on Parliament. The
decision to allow or disallow a
gathering or protest is not the
sole purview ot the pohce butof
the civil

threat level and draw contin-
gency plans to meet it. Force
levels are assessed and the
availability of lathi squads, tear
gas, armed components, etc. is
estimated. If more manpower
and material are required, nec-
essary requisitions are made.
The officers assigned to super-
vise the arrangements are listed
out and only those with proven
experience in handling such sit-
uations are picked. Alongside,

The police force is an instru-
ment of the State and its profes-
sional conduct can be the differ-
ence between a situation
escalating or diffusing. The win-
dow of preparation and plan-
ning was missed by the author-
ities as they didn’t assess the
scale of the march adequately
and the situation snowballed
into an unequal confrontation.

Usually, whenever such a
march is announced, the
administration at the ground
level goes into overdrive. The
district magistrate and the
Superintendent of Police meet,
along with officers of the intelli-
gence agencies, and assess the

are nomi-
nated and paired with police
officers. The area is divided into
sectors, and these officers are
given specific areas of operation.
Overall, a very senior officer is
deputed to oversee all the
arrangements and ensure that
all the above factors have been
taken care of. He briefs the offi-
cers of all departments and they,
inturn, brief officersand men in
their areas of responsibility.
Briefing is of the utmost
importance so that they under-
stand to the last man the threat
and their response, The use of
force is based on the principle
of minimum use to obtain the
desired result. Officers and per-

LAPSE : The response to the §anﬁd Chalo call was grossly underestimated. Fni

Force must be used
under supervision —
controlled, measured

and sufficient to
achieve the objective
of crowd dispersal.

sonnel must remember that
these are our own brethren, and
we are not to treat them as ene-
mies. Minimum force must be
used to obtain maximum
results. The whole operation
must be closely supervised.
The tear gas squad must be
kept separately at a strategic
point under the supervision of a
Gazetted Officer (GO). and it
should function only on his
orders. Similarly, any armed
squad must be available at a safe
place under a GO and act only

on his orders. Tear gas weapons
and other arms should not be
given to the general force, which
should be equipped with regula-
tion lathis only.

Another very essential compo-
nent of the arrangements is the
control room, which should be
set up near the area of opera-
tions and manned round the
clock by senior officers. The lat-
est communication equipment
should be available at the con-
trol room, as also by the officers
in charge of sectors, and an
effective channel of communi-
cation should be established.

Senior officers should be in
this control room — both police
and executive officers should
not remain confined to their
offices. Once the arrangements
have been made, officers and
men briefed and rehearsals con-
ducted, the senior officers
should liaise with intelligence
agencies for latest updates
regarding crowd strength and
intentions. If possible, senior
civil and police officers should
meet the organisers and
impress upon them the impor-
tance of an orderly and peaceful

protest. This attempt should be
made at various levels, and it
usually produces good results.
That day, I saw on TV a lone
policeman firing tear gas shells
with no visible sense of direc-
tion or purpose. Similarly,
groups of protesters while run-
ning were being chased by
policemen armed with all kinds
of lathis and sticks. They would
catch hold of one or two protest-
ers and beat them up.

The activity of a uniformed
force has to be an organised
effort; a lathi charge should be
conducted by a body of men and
be effective in dispersing their
target. A random, disorganised
chargeachieves no positive result
— it only leads to accusations of
brute force or outcomes such as
head injuries. Force must be used
under supervision — controlled,
measured and sufficient to
achieve the objective of crowd
dispersal. The objective is not to
vanquish an enemy at all costs as
that only results in more protests
and provokes the people.

Once the objective is achieved,
an orderly withdrawal of men
and materials should be made
effective. Every person, lathi,
tear gas shell and bullet should
be accounted for. The injured
officers and protesters must be
looked after and taken to desig-
nated hospitals, if needed.

The subject is vast, and I have
ried to encapsulate the impor-
tance of planning and following
the old laid-down procedure
and regulations. The Delhi
administration would do well to
hold an in-house, in-depth
inquiry into what happened
and what could have been done
to prevent it. The problem
today is that much of the pre-
seribed procedure is ignored or
at best given scant attention.
There is much to be said for the
importance given to regular
training and inspections by the
officers and training academies
of earlier times. Today, much
has been lost in the culture and
conduct of our police forces
and, in fact, in the entire crimi-
nal justice system.

offers a useful lesson. India has rightly maintained its
military vigilance along the Line of Actual Control while
permitting limited, closely monitored trade that benefits
local livelihoods. Economic pragmatism and strategic
caution are not mutually exclusive.

The same balanced approach should inform thinking on
the Attari-Wagah Integrated Check Post. There can be no
ccompromise on national security, and cross-border terror-
ism remains the principal obstacle to normal relations
with Pakistan. Yet Punjab has paid a heavy economic
price for the prolonged closure of the country’s only land
trade gateway with its western neighbour, further con-
necting into Afghanistan, Central Asia and even beyond.
Before the latest suspension, the Attari route handled
trade worth nearly Rs 3,900 crore annually, besides facili-
tating imports from Afghanistan. The World Bank has
estimated the potential for India-Pakistan trade ataround
$37 billion annually, much of which is currently diverted
through third countries, adding avoidable costs. The clo-
sure has disrupted the livelihoods of transporters, cus-
toms agents, warehouse operators and thousands of
workers dependent on the border economy.

A phased reopening of Attari understringent customs and
security protocols would restore livelihoods, reduce logisties
costs and revive Punjab’s frontier economy: Legitimate com-
merce, conducted under vigilant ovemghL can become an
instrumentofregior dence-building.

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO
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The tide of communalism
AT last a really serious effort is to be made to stem the tide of
communalism in this country. The movement, which has just
been initiated by Pandit Motilal Nehru and Maulana Abul
Kalam Azad, is clearly of the greatest importance and the men
‘who have initiated it are exactly that type of men in whose hands
and under whose guidance such a movement could reasonably
be expected to be successful. Not only are they men of both influ-
ence and authority, with a record of service to the country of
wh.lch thev have every reason to be proud, but in the midst of the

il they have i kept their heads
cool And it must be frankly admitted that they have gone the
right way to work in selecting their associates. It would be diffi-
cult to find men or women occupying a prominent position in

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

Those who suppress freedom always do so in the name of law and order. —john Lindsay

The grand monsoon
saplingspectacle

NAINI JEYASEELAN

H, the monsoon season in India —a time when the skies

weep and the earth is drenched, not just with rain, but with

oble intentions. Every year, like clockwork, the monsoon

heralds the grand announcement of the annual plantation tar-

gets. Picture this familiar scene: a rain-soaked press conference,

where the minister — with the gravitas of a sage revealing the

secrets of the universe — declares, “This year, we will plant X

crore saplings.” Cameras flash, press notes flutter like butterflies,

and social media reels are born. The monsoon, our benevolent
deity, blesses this spectacle, and everyone is left in awe.

The targets, like a divine decree, trickle down from the
heavens to the districts, blocks and departments. Motiva-
tional presentations titled “Mission Green: Targets and time-
lines” are circulated with the urgency of a last-minute exam
revision. The monsoon, with its magical touch, gives this
entire exercise a glossy veneer of success.

Next, the scene shifts to the grand school events, CSR cam-
paigns and social media reels. NGOs are mobilised hkeanarmy
of green warriors {o ensure
this as a mere farce is akin to calling a Bollywood blockbuster a
flop. After all, India needs trees — for groundwater, cooler cities,
shade, soil stability and cleaner air. With everyone on board, this
frenzied activity transforms policy into action, the elusive miss-
ing link that public policy analysts love to pontificate about.

But amidst the celebrations, a dangerous shorteut lurks:
counting saplings instead of nurturing them. While one state
boasts about hectares covered, another flaunts the number of
saplings planted, a third brags about budget allocations, and a
fourthd f long-term tr: iti Uttar Pradesh aim:
to plant 35 crore saplings this year; Odisha has dramatically
increased its plantauon budget; Himachal Pradesh is targeting
400 has ised 300 crore trees over
seven years; and Delhi has set its sights on seven lakh saplings.

Yet, wet soil and plantation targets are not synonymous with
ecological triumph. Saplings, ceremoniously planted, remain
mere saplings unless they survive the onslaught of stray goats,

the public life of the country, who are less under the i
of the demon of communalism than the right Hon. Srinivas Sas-
tri, Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, Hakim Ajmal Khan, Sarojini Naidu,
Sir PCRoy, Dr Ansari and Dr SMahmud: and it is absolutely cer-
tain that in any movement for ridding the country of the grave
menace that confronts it today and threatens to paralyse all its
public activities and ruin all its present and future hopes, they
are among the persons to whom one must look, in the first
instance, for sympathy, support and active cooperation. One
unfortunate omission (Mahatma Gandhi) will occur to everyone.
The greatest of all our present-day leaders, greatest in intellec-
tual resourcefulness and in moral authority, has not so far cho-
sen to associate himself with the movement.

er andthe heat ofthe next
Scientific objections to these plantation drives are politely
tucked away as footnotes. Foresters and ecologists remind us
of the importance of survival rates, species selection, soil
quality, post-planting care and local ecology. But who has
time for such boring details when the euphoria of numbers
is so intoxicating? Imagine if monsoon announcements were
less about headlines and more about blueprints for covering
forests based on ecologxcal needs, long-term financing for
survival and canopy
growth, and, most importantly, the inclusion of local commu-

nities in nurturing these saplings.

The writer is a retired IAS officer
epaper.tribuneindia.com

LETTER HE EDITOR

Higher education not job-linked
Refer to ‘Education system must focus on job
skills; it is no longer realistic to relate job

Noemplo

Distraction for hockey team
Apropos of ‘Jersey row’; Hockey India’s
reported decision to replace the iconic blue jer-

sey with asaffy I d one does not augur

opportunities
er these days reckons a degree at its face value
Manpower-based approach has been visible for
some time in the figures of unemployment
among MBA and engineering graduates. For-
mal university education plays an increasingly
minimal role in social mobility that it is sup-
posed to promote. What we do with the two
years following high school is crucial Purely
technical Id be given new

well for several reasons. Most importantly, it
has emerged that neither hockey legends nor
other key stakeholders were consulted before
taking such a significant decision. The argu-
ment that the blue jersey affects players’ visi-
bility because it blends with the colour of the
turf appears unconvincing. No other hockey-
playmg nation has cited such a reason for

its colours. At a time

dimensions, just as traditional academic cours-
es could be enriched with vocational pro-
grammes. We must abandon degree require-
ments for government jobs. The mushroom
growth of low-grade universities and colleges in
the name of higher education must stop.

ANIL BHATIA, HISAR

See NEP 2020 in right context

With reference to ‘Education system must focus
on job skills’; NEP 2020 places special empha-
sison fostering critical thmkmg. whlch is funda-
mental to probl lving and, to

when India is striving to win a World Cup

medal after a gap of more than five decades,

Hockey India’s priority should be to create an

environment that enables players to focus on

trmmng fitness and perfoxmance rather than
by

SQ LDR KK SHARMA (RETD), NANGAL

Why change iconic blue jersey?

Refer to ‘Jersey row’; orange has long been
synonymous with the Netherlands, just as blue
has been closely associated with Indian hock-

skill development. However, the situation is
even more alarming than the writer suggests.
Today, many youngsters spend a considerable
amount of time wamhl.ng videos that merely
providei nbut dolittle to develop

ability t lyse, question and think ind -

ey. C when India plays the Dutch,

the team will still have to abandon the saffron
Jjersey and switch to its alternate white kit to
avoid a colour clash. If visibility on the blue turf
was indeed the concern, retaining the tradition-
alblue as the primary jerseyand using white as
theal ‘would have been a more practical

ently. Reading and understanding, which is
essential fornurturing critical thinking, is being
increasingly neglected in our schools. Without
the habit of thoughtful reading, students cannot
develop the analytical skills required in modern
education and employment.

RAJESH KUMAR CHITORIA, CHARKHI DADRI

Enforce fixed duty hours

Refer to ‘Exhausted care’; resident doctors in

govemment hospxtals snll perform Iong
leer the

risk of medu:al errors, impairs clinical j

2436}

solution. This raises the question: why was

there any need to change the iconic blue jersey

of the Indian hockey team in the first place?
PL SINGH, BY MAIL

Social security for gig workers

Rightsof gigworkers should be protected. Since
they are not classified as employees, minimum
wage laws, provident fund contributions, paid
leave, medical insurance, and accident compen-
sation do not apply. To balance innovation with
worker welfare, there is a need to implement the
social security provisions of the Code on Social

and endangers both doctors and patients. The
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare should
strictly enforce duty-hour norms, mandate 8-11
hours of rest between shifts, ensure one weekly
day-off, prohibit back-to-back extended duties,
and conduet regular audits of duty rosters.
POONAM KATYAL, CHANDIGARH

Security without further delay, ensure universal
registration of gig workers through the e-Shram
portal and improve data collection through a
national survey. The government's effort to
ensure welfare and security for this expanding
workforee is still a work in progress.

YASH PAL RALHAN, JALANDHAR

Letters to the Editor, typed in double space, should not exceed the 200-word limit.
These should be cogently written and can be sent by e-mail to: Letters@tribunemail.com
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AUNINDYO CHAKRAVARTY
SENIOR ECONOMIC ANALYST

NDIA'S GenZ sur-
prised everyone last
month when they
turned up in their
thousands from across
the country to protest
against our corrupt public
examination system. I use
the word 'surprised' advised-
ly. GenZ has been written off
as a desensitised, self-
absorbed, pleasure-seeking
generation with the atten-
tion span of a 30-second reel.
They are seen as a demo-
graphic innocent of politics
orof social issues, who can be
pacified with the latest
iPhone or the newest colour
range of Labubus. Why, then,
did this depoliticised and
atomised generation sponta-
neously erupt in such an
unrestrained rebellion when
the heavy hand of state
action has silenced many an
inveterate dissident?
The answer lies in both the
unique nature of GenZ and
the ur d econom-

OPED
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Why GenZ ﬁnaIIy rebelled

working-age population,
which includes anyone aged
15 years or older.

The Centre for Monitoring
Indian Economy (CMIE) esti-
mates that there are 378 mil-
lion Indians in the 15-29
years' age group. Out of
these, 128 million would
work if they got a job, but
only 83 million are employed.
That means the effective
unemployment rate among
GenZ is a whopping 35%.

And this is happening
despite — or perhaps because
of — more young people get-
ting college degrees. Again,
the CMIE surveys indicate
that in the past three years,
India has added 90 million
graduates to the working-age
population. Almost all of them
would belong to GenZ. In the
same period, an additional 49
million graduates have got
added to the labour force —
people who want paid work.

The number of graduates
who are has

BARGAIN : Today's youth want better jobs than their seniors were willing to settle for.

collar jobs. This is true even
for those whose parents had
blue-collar occupations.

It is understandable that
these are not

increased by nearly 12 mil-
lion. That means, roughly one
in four young people who
earned college degrees to get
better jobs is currently jobless.

The high level of unem-
ployment among the GenZis
not because there are no jobs
available. Itis about the qual-
1ty of ijS being offered. A
proportion  of

ic distress that they are fac-
ing. GenZ — those born
between 1997 and 2012 —are
between 14 and 29 years of
age right now. So, most of
them qualify to be part of the

RANJIT SINGH GHUMAN
PROFESSOR OF EMINENCE,
GURU NANAK DEV UNIVERSITY

HE fact that a sit-

ting Vice Chan-

cellor of Punjabi

University has

felt compelled to
publicly highlight the insti-
tution’s  financial  crisis
speaks volumes about both
the gravity of the situation
and the Punjab govern-
ment's declining priority for
higher education.

If a Vice Chancellor has to
publicly express concern
over the timely payment of
salaries and pensions, it is
evident that the university's
financial distress has reached
an alarming level. Such a
public intervention by the
head of a state university is
perhaps unprecedented in
Punjab. Jagdeep Singh's
recent article in The Tribune
(Is Punjab ready to invest in
its public universities, July
29) deserves serious attention
from policymakers.

The financial crisis at Pun-
jabi University is not a recent
development. It, inter alia, is
the cumulative outcome of
declining public support over
nearly three decades. During
the early 1990s, government

GenZ jobseekers have col-
lege degrees or professional
diplomas. Their parents
spent lakhs of rupees on
their education so that they
could get well-paying white-

going to willingly become
factory workers, plumbers,
electricians or Uber drivers
merely because those posi-
tions are more easily avail-
able. None of those profes-
sions require spending three
years in college.

But there are very few
white-collar jobs available for
the young. The most robust
indicator  for this is
Naukri.com's JobSpeal
Index, which is based on
more than 80 lakh "new job
mandates" every year.

Now consider those who

The answer liesin
both the unique
nature of GenZ and
the unprecedented
economic distress
they are facing,

en years of work experience.
The latest Naukri JobSpeak
Index estimates that hiring
opportunities for those with
fourseven years of work
experience have dropped by
6% in the past three years.

This trend is confirmed by
the CMIE's overall employ-
ment data, which covers non-
white-collarjobs as well. Seven
years ago, when the oldest of
GenZ started looking for work,
the urban unemployment rate
forthose in the 20-24 age group
was 45%. Today, it has crossed
50%. Back then, the unem-
ployment rate for those in the
2529 age bracket was 15%.
Now; it is more than 20%.

As I said earlier, part of the
reason is that GenZ consists
of many more graduates

graduated and joined the
labour force over the past
three years: their number
has increased by 75%. Out of
these, some did manage to
get work, which means they
would have at best three
years of work experience.

What kind of hiring
opportunities do these
GenZ folks have? The Job-
Speak Index shows that hir-
ing activity in this space —
those with 0-3 years of expe-
rience — has grown by just
10% in three years.

The situation is worse for
the older lot among GenZ. If
one assumes that most young
people enter the work force at
22, the oldest among the
GenZ cohort would have sev-

than the preced-
ing it. So, they want better
jobs than their seniors were
willing to settle for. That is
why some of this high unem-
ployment is voluntary —
GenZ youth would rather
wait for a suitable job than
accept a position that pays
poorly or lacks social status.
But this is not simply
because they went to college.
GenZ from India’s towns and
cities — the ones who turned
up at Jantar Mantar —are
children of the most prosper-
ous generation in the history
of post-Independence India.
Even those from lower-mid-
dle-class families have seen
more material comforts in
the past three decades than
their grandparents did.
Many were born into homes

Punjabs universities struggle for surv1val

grant-in-aid 4 for
more than 70% of the univer-
sity's budget.

This comfortable level of
public funding began to
erode after the Punjab gov-
ernment imposed an annual
10% cut in grants from 1997-
98. Although the policy was
withdrawn after a few years,
the damage had already
been done. Government sup-
port remained far below ear-
lier levels for almost two
decades before recovering
partially in recent years.

While public funding
declined, expenditure con-
tinued to rise because of
salary revisions, pension lia-
bilities, inflation and the
expansion of academic
activities. The university's
expenditure increased from
Rs 264 crore in 2011-12 to Rs
732 crore in 2025-26. To
bridge the widening gap
between income and expen-
diture, it had little option
but to borrow. Outstanding
debt rose from Rs 44 crore in
2015-16 to over Rs 150 crore
by 2019-20, imposing a
heavy interest burden that
has further weakened its
financial position.

Although grant-in-aid has
increased substantially in
recent years — from Rs 159
crore in 2020-21 to nearly Rs
400 crore in 202526 — the
university continues to
struggle. Almost the entire

INCLUSIVE : The neglect of

development, digital infra-
structure and the mainte-
nance of aging buildings. An
institution that should be
investing in academic excel-
lence is, instead, struggling
to meet its routine financial
obligations.

The immediate priority
should be to restore the uni-
versity’s financial stability.
The Punjab government
should provide a one-time
grant of Rs 150 crore to
enable the university to clear
its outstanding debt. This
would save nearly Rs 14
crore annually in interest

annual budget is absorbed payments and provide
by comrmtted expenchtule much-needed fiscal space for
leaving 1i, demi

for research, laboratory Such assistance should not
modernisation, library  be viewed as a bailout but as

from

Aninstitution that
shouldbeinvestingin
academic excellence
is,instead, struggling

tomeetitsroutine
financial obligations.

an investment in one of Pun-
jab's premier institutions of
higher learning.
Simultaneously, the uni-
versity must strengthen
financial discipline and
diversify its resource base
through alumni contribu-
tions, philanthropic support,
research grants, consultancy
and corporate social respon-
sibility initiatives. Moderate
and periodic revision of fees
may also be considered,
while ensuring that access to
higher education remams
affordable for

with cars, air conditioners,
microwave ovens, washing
machines, laptops and
smartphones. What were lux-
uries to Gen X and Millenni-
als are essentials for GenZ.

They are also perpetually
bombarded by overt and
covert advertisements for
goods, services and lifestyles
via social media. Entire com-
munities are constantly
being formed around new
products and trends, with
influencers telling the
young that their lives are
incomplete if they don't buy
them immediately.

This has created an
unbridgeable gap between
material aspiration and the
opportunities to fulfil them.
And this gap gets amplified
by the virtual communities
and identities that social
media produces.

Yet, these very cyber com-
munities, which transcend
the limits imposed by physi-
cal human interaction,
became the basis for the
impromptu organisation of
the Jantar Mantar protests.
Instagram reels replaced
political networking, so much
so that protesting itself
became a GenZ fad. That is
why frustration and angst
transformed into memes,
Jjokes and joie de vivre never
before seen at protest sites.

It is an explosive force
that the powers that be are
unfamiliar with. No one
knows how to contain it or
what it will lead to in the
days to come.

licexy eon

limited for invest-

has steadily declined. In the
1970s, nearly 22% of the
Punjab government's budg-
et was devoted to education.
Even in 2012-13, the share
stood at nearly 22%. During
the subsequent decade,
however, it fell sharply,
touching barely 9-14% in
several years. Unsurprising-
ly, universities and colleges
have found it increasingly
difficult to maintain aca-
demic standards.

The consequences are visi-
ble across the education sys-
tem. Thousands of teaching
positions remain vacant in
schools, colleges and univer-
sities. Faculty recruitment
has virtually come to a stand-
still in many institutions for
over a decade. Many univer-
sities are forced to rely on
contractual or temporary
teachers, while recruitment
at fixed/basic pay scales has
reduced the attractiveness of
academic careers. These
developments inevitably
affect teaching quality,
research output and institu-
tional competitiveness.

The neglect of education
cannot be separated from the
state's broader fiscal crisis.
Punjab’s public debt contin-
ues to rise at an unsustain-
able pace, largely because of
inadequate resource mobili-

ment in education and
healthcare —the two sectors
that build human capital and
determine long-term eco-
nomic growth.

Punjab's expenditure pri-
orities have also changed sig-
nificantly over time. Until
the early 1990s, nearly 70% of
the state budget was spent
on development activities,
including education and
health. Since then, the share
of development expenditure
has declined considerably.
Unless this trend is reversed,
the state will find it increas-
ingly difficult to strengthen
its public institutions and
improve the quality of its
human resources.

Education is both a merit
good and a social good. Pub-
lic universities, in particular,
play a vital role in promoting
social mobility, reducing
inequalities and supporting
economic development
through teaching, research
and innovation. Investment
in public universities should,
therefore, be seen not as an
expenditure to be curtailed
but as a long-term invest-
ment in Punjab's future.

The financial distress of
Punjabi University should
serve as a wake-up call. Pun-
jab cannot aspire to achieve
inclusive and sustainable

sationand diture prior-

de while allowing

weaker students.

The problems of Punjabi
University are symptomatic
of a much larger crisis con-
fronting public higher edu-
cation. Over the years, pub-

ities that leave little fiscal
space for productive sectors.
A substantial proportion of
the state's revenue is
absorbed by interest pay-
ments and idies, leaving

its public universities to
struggle for survival. The
time has come to restore edu-
cation to its rightful place at
the centre of the state's
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Protect lives, restore trust
in J&K: don't let fear back

he killing of two young Hindu migrant labourers from Chhattisgarh

in Kulgam on July 31 evening — days after the “shoot and scoot”

ion of IRP head Ashiq Hussain Qureshi in neigh-

bouring Anantnag — has once again exposed the fragility of peace in

Jammu and Kashmir. Police suspect a lone Lashkar-e-Taiba operative may be

responsible, but the impact is far wider: the attacks revive old anxieties,
shake public confidence, and target those most vulnerable.

Migrant workers sustain construction, horticulture, brick kilns and infra-
structure across the Valley. They travel thousands of kilometres to earn mod-
est wages, yet remain poorly protected and easy targets. Their killings are not
Jjust acts of brutality; they are attempts to disrupt normaley, sow fear, and
fracture communal harmony.

The latest attacks triggered a massive security response — cordon-and-
search operations, additional deployments, and intensified counter-terror
grid strengthening. His directives for mandatory registration, employer-pro-
vided insurance, and dignified last rites for victims are necessary steps. But
Kashmir's recent history shows force alone cannot secure lasting peace.

This Wednesday, August 5, marks seven years since the Centre stripped
Jammu and Kashmir of its special status and bifurcated it into two Union
Territories. Against this politically charged backdrop, the National
Conference has intensified its demand for the full restoration of statehood —
an aspn -ation widely shared across the region.

It is in this context that NC president Farooq Abdullah’s remarks question-
ing the “timing” of the Kulgam and Anantnag attacks have sparked contro-
versy. Abdullah argues that targeted klllmgs often spike whenever political

— gain The Lt. Governor'’s call
for an unbiased investigation is legmmate, his caution against pr emature
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SHALL WE CALLTRE
POLICE IN CHARGE WHO HANDLED
THE STUDENTS AT JANTAR MANTAR.
TO CONTROL THE OPPOITION?

conclusions is prudent. But political speculation around terror
from any side, risks deepening polarisation and distracting from the urgent
task of securing lives.

Reports suggest the Centre may restore statehood under a Delhi-like model
while retaining control over policing and law and order, a plan the NC rejects.
‘Whatever the framework, the Anantnag and Kulgam attacks must not be used
for political score-settling.

Terror attacks must not be politicised to undermine elected leaders or demo-
cratic demands. Authorities must also avoid mass detentions, demolitions
and sweeping arrests that alienate communities and erode trust.

Lasting peace needs targeted counter-terror operations and community-sen-
sitive policing. Migrant workers require secure housing, transport, rapid-
response teams and liaison officers. Investigations must be swift, transparent
and protected from misinformation, while political leaders must condemn
violence, support victims’ families and avoid exploiting trage

Jammu and Kashmir stands at a crossroads today. Consutuuonal changes
reshaped its politics but not its people's aspirations. Restoring

A5

o/

omething is rotten
in the state of
India’s education,
with apologies to
William
e; a harsher

statehood, empowering elected institutions and clarifying administrative and
security roles are essential to rebuilding trust.

Statehood alone cannot bring peace. Peace requires residents and migrant
workers to live without fear, tourists to feel safe, and security personnel to be
protected from terrorist attacks.

The Valley must break free from violence and political evplmbatlon
Whatever the statehood model, Kashmir needs inclusive politics, protective
security and unity. The killers must face justice, while people are safeguard-
ed with compassion and foresight.

Beyond C'wealth medal count

The 2026 Commonwealth Games in Glasgow marked both an ending and
a beginning. As the curtains came down on a scaled-down edition in
Scotland, the baton was passed to Ahmedabad, which will host the
Games in 2030. For India, Glasgow was less about where it finished on the
medals table and more about what the campaign revealed: its growing
strengths, its persistent weaknesses and the enormous responsibility that
now comes with staging the next edition.

India finished fourth behind Australia, England and Canada with 39 medals
(18 gold, 17 silver and nine bronze) On paper, that appears to be a step back-
wards from the 61 medals won in Birmingham four years ago. But numbers,
in this case, tell only part of the story. The downsized Glasgow Games, shift-
ed from Australia to Scotland, had a sharply reduced programme. With shoot-
ing, badminton, wrestling and hockey excluded, India’s 50-medal target was
unrealistic, making its campaign more creditable. Of India's 122 athletes, 38
won medals, with Gulveer Singh claiming two, giving the country a slightly
better conversion rate than Birmingham. Boxing led with 10 medals, includ-
ing seven golds, followed by athlencs with 16 and weightlifting with eight.

Neeraj Chopra's silver in javelin was below the lofty standards he has set for
himself as Sri Lanka's Rumesh T} ga Pathirage produced a memorable
performance to win gold. Yet the sight of debutant Yash Vir Singh sharing the
podium with India's Olympic champion underlined the lasting impact Neeraj
has had on a new generation of javelin throwers. Tejaswin Shankar battled
injury to win India’s first-ever CWG medal in the decathlon. The six medals
won in para athletics provided another encouraging reminder that India's tal-
ent pool continues to deepen across disciplines.

The 2010 Delhi Game< remam India’s finest Commonwmhh performance,
with 101 medals, i 38 gold, and a d-pl. finish. Yet they are
equally remembered for corruption alle;,atmns delays, inflated contracts and
administrative chaos that embarrassed the country. Ahmedabad must learn
from Delhi’s failures and deliver efficient, transparent and corruption-free
Games, with timely infrastructure, clean competition and a lasting sporting
legacy.
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law will not do the job that
an overhaul, without ideo-
logical bias, would.

Paper leaks, as India
knows, is a yearly phenom-
enon; the victims of the
government's decades of
ineptitude and unintelli-
gent approach to public
examinations are every-
where.

In Bihar, victims of a
botched railway recruit-
ment exam set rail coaches
on fire, blocked railway
tracks, pelted stones. More
than one crore applicants
had taken the test for a
total of 35,000 jobs, that
would have given them
tenured employment start-
ing at around Rs 20,000 per
month. In Bihar, Madhya
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh,
Haryana, Telangana,
young men and women,
exploded in rage over the
change in the rules for
recruitment to the armed
forces — the “Agnipath”
scheme

For (he Narendra Modi
government, not to know
this is impossible. The
solution to paper leaks does
not lie in harsher punish-
ment for the small fry who
are invariably nabbed for
paper leaks.

The paper leaks business
is big, an estimated Rs 1,000
crores at least. A punish-
ment of Rs 10 crores is
chicken-feed and entirely
affordable.

The “system” needs to be
fixed; tokenism is not a
solution. Education, in the
context of public examina-
tions, be it for admission
into under-graduate,
post=graduate or fellow-
ship programmes or for
recruitment in the safest
and most secure jobs in the
country, namely govern-
ment jobs, has been
reduced toammpenmn It
isa ﬁerce fight to “erack
the exam” — turning edu-

Shikha Mukerjee

cation into a commodity.
By doing so, a market is
created, of asupply mecha
nism of ed papers
meet the demand to SUL
ceed.

The National Education
Policy and revisions of his-
tory and science curricula,
dismantling institutions to
replace them with new
ones like the utterly
untrustworthy National
Testing Agency, which
keeps springing leaks on
unsuspecting students and
helps the exam mafia rake
profits contribute to the
stench, but they aren’t
solutions. Nor is tinkering
with mid-day meals —
satvik (pure vegetarian)
menus versus menus with
animal proteins — that fail
to serve the purpose of a
government-sponsored
meal in schools.

Students know what
needs changing; so do edu-
cationists and experts; it is
evident the government
does not. Paternalistic,
patriarchal and pathetic as
the political class reveals
itself to be, Gen Z or Gen
Alpha knows it must stand
up for itself or it will be
thrown under the bus by a
political class that talks
about Al but does little to
educate India’s young ade-
quately to tackle an Al-
appropriated world that
eats up low-skilled jobs and
has no value for the poorly
q\mhﬁed products  of

Education needs

Fix the education ‘system’;
just a new law not enough

ble from the rest. In both
instances, the number of

reforms that create
the capabilities
required by an
economy that must
adopt and adapt to
Al technologies.

prospects, Put differently, a
quarter (25.7% of the
young, and in India, the
legal age for a young per-
son to have a job is only 14)
are engaged in unpaid fam-
ily work. About 21.3% of
the young are, euphem)s[l
cally, engaged in “own
account work,” while 22%
are engaged in casual
work, and 18% are
employed in regular work,
‘but without social security
and only 11.8% have jobs
with social security.
Qualifications: a deg]ee
in medicine, engineering,
or even law and in accoun-
tancy, are i that

— of seats in
medical colleges and
tenured jobs in various
government services —are
seriously disproportionate;
over one crore aspirants
for 35,000 low-paying, effec-
tively dead-end jobs.

The basic point is that
India cannot get to being
“Viksit Bharat” anytime
suon if it doesn’t invest in

o things: education and
heallh The Chinese did,
way back in the 1950s; India

it was doing so, but
failed. It only got to making
education a fundamental
right in 2009, and that too
fm children below 15.
India’s per capita income is
several times lower than
China’s; Bharat pretends it
has potential and a demo-
graphic dividend; but it
does not. Its students said
as much at Jantar
the education system is

the student and his/her
family make to buy a
chance at a better quality of
life. It's also true these fam-
ilies know there are no
guarantees; the qualified
young m; h
jobs that are worth the
investment.

Education needs capaci-
ty-building reforms that
create the capabilities
required by an economy
that must adopt and adapt
to Al technologies. It does-
n't need ideological reform
of the Vedic maths variety.
India needs massive invest-
ment in education; not the
chicken feed of private
investment in education as
a safe profit-making route,
but public investment to
produce young Indians
who can join a workforce
that is transforming with
Al i

India’s univer-
sities.

The numbers, show
exactly the pits of
destroyed desires to which
India’s youth have been
consigned, with little
chances of escape. Of 307
million young people in the
1529 age group who
entered the labour market,
roughly 141 million are in
the labour force; while 127

There is a mismatch
between expectations of
the aspiring and it must be
recognised; the meritori-
ous young are frustrated by
the very restrictive choices
they have because of the
serious scarcity of opportu-
nities for work with ade-
quate compensation.

‘The Neet process is a test
that excludes thnse deemed

million are
but less than one in e:ghl
(15 million) have regular
salaried jobs with a con-
tract and social security,
decent working conditions,
fair pay and career

event, that can desu oy
dreams of the family and
the tested, regardless of
his/her talent. The job
recruitment tests are alsoa
method to exclude the eligi-

teachers are incapable and
its examinations and cur-
ricula are hopelessly anti-
quated, regardless of the
rhetoric about digital class-
rooms and Al learning.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's memory can't
either short of selective. Mr
Modi ought to have remem-
bered that the Jantar
Mantar protests were tame
compared with the vio:
lence in 2022 that resulted
in the police using firepow-
er to subdue protestors. He
cannot have forgotten the
occasions in Uttar Pradesh
when recruitment for gov-
ernment jobs as sanitary
workers led to protests,
use jobless vouth with
PhDs had taken the test for
a job that required a stan-
dard qualification of Class

That he remembers very
little of what his govern-
ment promised to do is
obvious; he forgot when
delivering yet another
monologue to friends/chil-

n and his constituents
that his government in 2024
had pledged itself to trans-
fonm'ng the lives of four
“castes” — Garib, Yuva,
Annadata and Nari.

The harsh law enacted
after the paper leaks
reveals that he has no
understanding of how to
fulfil his guarantees.

Shikha Mukerjee is a
senior journalist

Aakar Patel

Why India is now
in the race for a
‘non-permanent’
seat at the UNSC

he “Mother of Democracy” is
anding for a non-permanent
elecled seat at the United

Nations Security Council. Non-
permanent because it is a two-year
term and elected because 10 seats are
shared between the 183 member states
wanting to sit alongside the five per-
manent members, These 10 seats come.
with no veto power, so if any one of
China, the US, Russia, UK or France do
not want something, it is rejected no
matter how the other 14 vote.

The Mother has been elected eight
times before and the last time was as
recently as in 2021-22. [ cannot remem-
ber what we achieved then and am
unsure why we are agam contesting,
but a clue is available in the date. The
term is for 2028 and 2029, which will
mean that bdng in the middle of the
next general election we will have the
opportunity to erect hoardings and
pretend we are globally important.
Remember the G-20 presidency from a
couple of years ago.

Elections at the UN are in June next

year and there is one other candidate
in the Asia-Pacific group whom we
Thave to defeat (or get to withdraw), and
that is Tajikistan. It has the advantage
of being endorsed by the 56 voung
members of the Organisaf
Islamic Conference and of takmg the

+

sympathy vote as a nation that has
never been elected even once.

didates need the support of two-
thirds of the total 193 member states,
50 129 votes if all nations are present
and voting. Theoretically, it is possible
for us to win without any of the 56 OIC
votes, but it will be tough. We must do
some jugaad to get Tajikistan to with-
draw or break the Muslim bloc with
the appeal of our platform.

So, what is our platform? It was
announced through an address by
external  affairs  minister  S.
Jaishankar. As with most things in
New India, the acronym is the most
unportant bit. This time we have been
given “SHANTI", which expands to

Bangladesh, Rwanda and Pakistan.
India will make peacekeeping “future-
ready”, which Mr Jaishankar says
“means to be better equipped, techno-
logically enabled, to be realistically
mandated and focused on core objec-
tives”. Perhaps it means we will issue
Aadhaar cards.

Fourth is artificial intelligence,
where our role is unclear given that
America and China are the only two
nations with Al capabilities. Mr

Jaishankar clarifies that the contribu-
tion of the Mother here is yet another
acronym He says: “India has put for-

a human-centric vision of Al
Lha( draws on both its capabilities and
on India’s traditions. Our word for that

“Securmg Holistic Advancement is MANAV, which is an acronym for
through Nenns, Trust and Integrity”. Moral and ethical  systems,
‘Which sounds like our elec- governance, National

tion commission says, or the Delhi

police.

“SHANTI” has six elements. The
first is the claim that India is the Voice
of the Global South. How? Where? That
is not explained, but let us asswme it is
true. Second is reformed multilateral-
ism, which is a fancy way of saying
give us a permanent UNSC seat. Third
is peacekeeping. Readers may not
know that a few nations dominate the
UN peacekeeping force. The largest
contributor is Nepal, next are India,

sovereignty, Accessible and inclusive,
and Valul and legitimate systems”.

Oka;

Fiﬂh is maritime order, which is to
say that Iran should stop blockading
Hormuz. Sixth is terrorism, our most
favourite subject. Mr Jaishankar says
“our commitment is to concentrate on
countering terror financing”. This is
not true. In its September 2024 Mutual
Evaluatlon Report on India, the

ial Action Task Force (FATF)
rated India as only "partially compli-

ant” because of Mother’s dislike of
NGOs, about which I have written
here before,

These six things comprise our plat-
form. Perhaps the world will find this
scintillating manifesto reason enough
to vote for us. But we will have to
address the two, related, gigantic, glob-
al issues of our time. The illegal war in
Iran affecting everyone and the geno-
cide in Palestin

On the first, we have nothing to say
because we are afraid to speak against
President Donald Trump and we
accepted a medal from Israel hours
before the war the second,
recognising that it needs to be men-
tioned, Mr Jaishankar said in his
address: "We have only yesterday, at
the Palestine donor group meeting in
Brussels, additionally committed to
setting up a specialty hospital, an arti-
ficial limb fitment centre and a voca-
tional training institute for Palestine."

But of course, our real record on
Palestine is clear and transparent.

India abstained from votes calling for
Israel to stop bombing Gaza. Only one

LETTERS

MASSACRE IN PoK

The United States and
Western nations, which other-
wise claim to be champions
of democracy, have kept a
strange silence on the atroci-
ties committed by the
Pakistani forces in Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir, Over the
past few days, they have killed
over 40 civilians on a peaceful
demonstration against with-
drawal of refugee quotas in
the “Azad Kashmir” election,
This is nothing short of a mas-
sacre, yet US President
Donald Trump, who wants the
Nobel Peace Prize, has main-
tained a stoic silence on these
incidents. The US has long
been soft on Pakistan, and
Trump's closeness to Asim
Munir has further exposed this
hypocrisy.

D.B. Madan

New Delhi

LEFT SHAMED

BANGLADESHI WRITER Taslima
Nasrin returned to Kolkata after nearly
19 years and attended a Rabindra
Sadan event, marking her first visit
since 2007 and a symbolic moment for
free expression. West Bengal CM
Suvendu Adhikari felicitated her,

pledging her security whenever she is
in Kolkata. While previous govern-

ments avoided the issue despite period-

ic nudges from civil society, the BJP
sought to project her as a symbol of
resistance to religious orthodoxy. This
embarrasses the Left, which despite its
liberal ideals, bowed to fundamental-
ists and forced her out of Kolkata.
Being in power then, it exposed its
hypoerisy and failure to uphold the
rule of law.

Sankar Paul
Chakdaha, West Bengal

TAMILS OFFENDED

RELEGATING THE state song “Tamil
Thai Vaazhthu" to the third position
after Vande Mataram and the nation-

al anthem at the 33rd convocation of

University, Tirunelveli, in Tamil
Nadu has sparked a major political
row, The song was authored by Tamil
scholar P. Manonmaniam Sundaram
Pillai, in whose very name the univer-

sity functions. The Centre mandating
the recitation of Vande Mataram first
and before the national anthem raises
serious questions about secularism,
individual freedom and constitutional
limits. Unlike the national anthem,
the national song lacks constitutional
protection. Historically, only its first
two stanzas, praising the motherland,
were adopted for national use.

R.Si

Chennai

alone has decided it hates Palestinians
enough to love Israel.

my organisation Amnesty
International revealed last week, Indm
has been shipping weapons to Israel
including warheads and other muni-
alg\s used against Palestinian chil-

The Mother of Democracy sold Israel
the bombs that severed the arms and
legs of Gaza's girls and boys and now it
pnll give them artificial limbs in
uture

Asked about the Amnesty report, the
government said: “India has a robust
legal and regulatory framework on
strategic trade controls and carries out
its export of dual-use items and tech-
nologies to various countries in accor-
dance with its national laws and con-
sistent with its international obliga-
tions.”

Meaning, we will continue to send
the bombs.

And so, all nations of the world,
please vote for Mother of Democracy
because, as Mr Jaishankar said in his
address: “India advocates Vasudaiva

nation has voluntarily, ical-
ly embraced Israel anud ifs genocide
and apartheid against Palestinians,
and that is India. Germany does it out
of historic guilt, America does it
because of the Israeli lobby. India

+

kam (world is a family) as an
approach, we don’t simply preach: we
practise it as well.”

The writer is the chair of Amnesty
International India. Twitter: @aakar patel
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AstraZeneca
explores BMS
acquisition

AstraZeneca and Bristol Myers
Squibb have held discussions
about a deal that would com-
bine the two drugmakers into a
single company. AstraZeneca is
one of the largest companies
listed on the London Stock
Exchange, with a market capi-
talization of $264 billion as of
Friday. Bristol Myers Squibb,
which has a $133 billion market
capitalization, could provide
AstraZeneca with a foothold in
the US market.

|
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Jio Financial
bets on Al to
drive growth

Jio Financial Services (JFSL) is
betting on artificial intelli-
gence, digital platforms and
partnerships with global finan-
cial giants BlackRock and
Allianz to drive its next phase
of growth. The company, which
has outlined its “Fintelligence
For All" vision, said its partner-
ships with BlackRock and
Allianz are expected to mature
further in FY27, facilitating the
expansion of its asset manage~
ment across the country.

ICICI Lombard
to launch 25
new solutions

Private insurer ICICI Lombard
General Insurance on Monday
announced the launch of 25 new
solutions including five new
industry firsts, to mark its 25th
anniversary. The Next Gen
Products are focussed on women,
pet insurance, and home insur-
ance. Christened as Elevate Her,
the product is a life-stage-based
modular Women Care product
that integrates OPD, wellness,
maternity, preventive care into a
single solution.

ZEEL shares fall
13% after Sebi
land pledge order

Shares of Zee Entertainment
Enterprises tumbled 15 per
cent on Monday after Sebi pro-
hibited it from the securities
market for two months and its
chairman emeritus Subhash
Chandra and managmg direc-
tor and chief executive officer
Punit Goenka for one year over
unauthorised pledge of the
company’s Hyderabad land to
secure loans availed by pro-
moter-linked Essel Group enti-
ties.
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BSE m-cap reaches reco
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34905 L-cr as Sensex rises

Sebi's new closing auction rules came into force from Monday

RAVI RANJAN PRASAD
MUMBAI, AUG. 3

A more than five per cent
fall in Brent crude oil
futures prices to $81.55
from $84.66 a barrel trig-
gered a rally in financial
markets on Monday, with
the Sensex and Nifty-50
gaining 0.70 per cent and
1.60 per cent, respectively.
The rupee also strength-
ened to ¥95.34 against the
US dollar, while IT, FMCG
and financial stocks were
among the top gainers.

The Sensex gained 544.39
points to close at 78,639.03,
its highest level in more
than three months, at lev-
els last seen on April 21-22,
2026. The Nifty-50 rose
390.7 points to close at
24,774.30.

BSE’s market capitalisa-
tion hit a record high of
%490.55 lakh crore in
rupee terms and $5.15 tril
lion in dollar term:
Investors’ wealth rose by
more than 4,58 lakh crore
during Monday's session.

The Nifty-50°s official
closing price saw a sharp
late-session move follow-
ing the Securities and
Exchange Board of India's
new closing auction rules.
The closing auction ses-
sion (CAS) for F&O-linked
stocks was introduced on
Monday, with continuous
trading in these stocks
ending at 3.15 pm followed
by a 20-minute auction to
determine the official
closing price.

Higher auction prices in

FM SAYS TAX APPEAL
LIMIT HIKE CUTS
DISPUTED DEMAND
BY 316,690 (R

FC CORRESPONI
NEW DELHI, AUG. 3

The increase in monetary
thresholds for filing tax
dispute appeals has
resulted in an estimated
16,690 crore reduction in
disputed tax demand at
the Income Tax Appellate
Tribunal (ITAT), high
courts and the Supreme
Court, Parliament was
informed on Monday.

In a written reply to the
Lok Sabha, finance minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman
provided details of cases
withdrawn or appeals not
filed and the estimated
reduction in disputed tax
demand.

“About 443 cases have
been withdrawn and
11,390 appeals were not
filed before the ITAT. The
reduction in disputed tax
demaml at ITAT was
cr," she said.

'Sumlally. 4,791 cases
were withdrawn and 5,565
appeals were not filed
before the high courts
The reduction in disputed
demand was 29,218.71 er.
At the Supreme Court, 744
cases were withdrawn
and appeals not filed in
534 cases. This resulted in
23,807.1 cr reduction in
disputed tax demand,”
she added.

390.70 points to
close at 24,774.30.

heavyweight stocks such
as Reh'mte Industries and

Bank lifted the
\Jlfty -50's official closing
level.

“With the CAS rollout
from August 3,2026, con-
tinuous trading in F&
linked stocks stops at
pm and the market tran:
tions into a 20-minute clos-
ing auction that deter-
mines the official closing
price,” said Hariselvan
Radhakrishnan, founder
and chief executive offi-
cer, HST Wealth

“When large institution-
al orders are concentrated

Nifty-
50 gains

into this auction window,
price can move quickly in
the final minutes, espe-
uallv if there is aggres-
sive buying or short cover-
ing across heavyweight
Nifty constituents. The
sharp late-session move in
the Nifty from around
24,589 to the 24,774 regmn
reflects this system-driven
concentration of liquidity
and orders into the new
auction structure, ampli-
fying the end-of-day
adjustment rather than a
gradual u1u~ada} trend
change,” he said.

Barring healthcare and

BRENT CRUDE oil price drop to _
$81.55 from $84.66/ barrel.

Sensex closed at more than
three months high last seen on Apnl
21-22, 2026, to close at 78,639.03.

o MARKET investors were richer
by %4.58 lakh cr on Monday.

o FPIs were net buyers of equities
worth ¥922.26 cr.

o DIIS were net buyers by

Z1571.18 cr.

TOP SECTORAL GAINERS
INCLUDE

o BSE IT(2.53%),

© FMCG(1.13%),

» Bankex(0.69%),

© Metal(1.14%) ,

o Capital Goods(0.55%)
© Auto(0.73%)

oil and gas, all other sec-
toral indices closed high-
er. The BSE IT index
gained 253 per cent,
FMCG 1.13 per cent, metal
1.14 per cent, auto 0.73 per
cent, bankex 0.69 per cent
and capital goods 0.55 per
cent. FPIs were net buyers
of equities worth 922.26
cr, while DIIs bought equi-
worth ¥1,571.18 crore.
“Sentiment was support-
ed by FII inflows and a
strengthening rupee,
although elevated US
bond y\elds remain a key
risk,” said Vinod Nair,
head, research, Geojit.

India’s mfg growth sank
to a 5-year low in July

MADHUSUDAN SAHOO
NEW DELHI, AUG. 3

India’s  manufacturing
sector expanded at its
slowest pace in nearly five
vears in July as overall
demand remained soft,
while a third consecutive
shift of slowing job cre-
ation also signalled a loss
of momentum in the same
month.

July, however, witnessed
that the growth cooled
across metrics such as
total sales, input purchas-
ing and employment,
according to a survey.

The seasonally adjusted
HSBC India ur-

Pranjul Bhandari, chief
India economist at HSBC
said that the suppliers’
delivery times index rose
in July, saying that supply
chain tlelay @ continu-
ing to unwind. “However,
renewed tensions in the
Middle East raise fresh
doubts about how durable
these improvements will
be," he's:

pply-chain condi-

ing purchasing managel s
index, fell from 5 in
June to 535 in July. the
lowest ever since August
2021 and below the long-
run series average of 54.2.
In the purchasing man-
agers' index parlance, a
print above 50 means
expansion, while a score
below 50 denotes contrac-
tion.

SANGEETHA G.

manufacturers
appear to be rebuilding

tions,

buffers. Inventories of
both inputs and finished
goods increased along a
rise in purchasing vol-
umes, suggesting firms
are securing supply zmd
limiting  exposure
potential disruption,” he
added.

However, in Jul

of growth in new orders
was the second weakest in
over four years.

“Panel members indi-
cated that advertising and
demand resilience sup-
ported sales, which were
curbed by challenging
market conditions”.

“The output and new
export orders strength-
ened, pointing to resilient
demand, particularly
from overseas markets.
Price pressures also shift-
ed. Input cost inflation
moderated, but output
charge inflation accelerat-
ed,” Bhandari said.

Meanwhile, cost pres-
sures receded to their
weakest in five months,
though firms to reported
higher prices for trans-
portation. On interna-
tional orders, develop-
ment was seen for new
exports. “Among many,
firms noted gains from
Canada, Egypt, Indonesia,
Kenya, Nepal, South
Africa, Thailand and the
UAE," the survey noted.

rd Govt to sell up to 6.5%

stake in LIC via OFS

MADHUSUDAN SAHOO
NEW DELHI, AUG. 3

The Centre on Monday
announced plans to sell up
to 6.5 per cent stake in Life
Insurance Corporation of
India (LIC) through a two-
day offer for sale (OFS),
with the floor price fixed
at Rs 382 per equity share.

The OFS will open for
non-retail investors on
Tuesday, while retail
investors will be able to
bid on Wednesday. The
government currently
holds a 96.5 per cent stake
in LIC and expects its
holding to fall to around
90 per cent after the OFS,
although the final stake
sold will depend on sub-
scription levels.

Department of
Investment and Public
Asset Management
(Dipam) secretary
Arunish Chawla said in a
post on X that the govern-
ment would offer 2.5 per
cent of LIC's equity, with
an additional 4 per cent
available under the green
shoe option.

“OFS in LIC opens
tomorrow for Non-Retail
investors, Retail investors
can bid on Wednesday.
The government offers to
disinvest 2.5 per cent equi-
ty with an additional 4 per
cent as a green shoe
option. Floor price has
been fixed as 382 per
share,” Chawla said.

The stake sale is part of
the government’s disin-

DISINVESTMENT NNEL

o OFS to open for
non-retail investors on
Tuesday.
e Institutional
investors generally
participate on the
first day, while
retail investors bid
on the second day.

OFS allows promoters
of listed companies to
sell shares through the

stock exchange through a

bidding process.

Govt
currently
holds a 96.5%
stake in LIC.

THE STAKE sale is aimed

at increasing LIC's public

shareholding to meet the

MPS requirement
of the Sebi.

vestment programme and
is aimed at increasing
LIC’s public shareholding
to meet the minimum pub-
lic shareholding (MPS)
requirement  of  the
Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi).

Sebi had given LIC time
until May 2027 to bring
down the government's
stake to 90 per cent to
comply with the MPS
requirement.

An OFS allows promot-
ers of listed companies to
sell shares through the
stock exchange through a
bidding process.
Institutional and other
non-retail investors gener-
ally participate on the

first day, while retail
investors bid on the sec-
ond day.

“The LIC is a corner-
stone of the nation’s

RBI rate panel meet
outcome on Aug 5

FALAKNAAZ
MUMBAI, AUG. 3

The Reserve Bank of
India’s Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) began
its three-day meeting on
Monday, with the central
bank widely expected to
keep policy rates
unchanged and adopt a
cautious tone amid ongo-
mg war-related uncertain-
ties. The MPC's decision
will be announced on
August 5.

The stability in India's
10-year government bond
yield at around 6.7 per
cent indicates that bond
traders are not pricing in
an immediate change in
interest rates.

“A favourable response
to FCNR(B) measures,
improving FPI inflows as
the Al and semiconductor-
led equity rally cools amid
improved kharif sowing
support_the thesis for a
pause. Food inflation is
likely to remain contained
in FY27 as El Nino risks
recede and monsoon
remains favourable, while
growth risks stay broadly
balanced,” said Prachi
Kele, lead economist at PL
Capital,

India’s CAD may hit 2% of GDP: IMF

CHENNAI, AUG. 3

India's current account
deficit is expected to rise
to 2 per cent of GDP in
FY27 from an estimated
0.9 per cent in FY26, driv-
en by higher commodity
prices, the International

Monetary Fund (IMF)
sai
Buoyant services

exports and inward remit-
tances helped contain the
current account deficit at
an estimated 0.9 per cent
of GDP in FY26 despite
higher precious metal
prices. The deficit is
expected to narrow as
commodity prices nor-
malise and converge close
to its estimated norm over
the medium term, it said.

External risks include

commodity
sures, supply chain dis-
ruptions, weaker external
demand and global finan-
cial conditions.

price pres-

| BiIG [ WAVE | Growing demand for Al-savvy workers is driving hiring

skills more valuable than MBAs

London, Aug. 3
Executives are question-
ing the value of an MBA in
the Al-era,

Some 86 per cent of more
than 1,000 US financial
services executives sur-
veyed by consulting firm
PricewaterhouseCoopers
say they think Al training
is more valuable than an
MBA for many new hires,
reflecting the urgency
companies face in adopt-
ing the technology effec-
tively.

The survey, released
Monday, showed compa-
nies are willing to pay
accordingly. 91 per cent of

+

executives said they're
increasing compensation

for employees with Al
skills.

“There is a clear need for
people that understand not
just what an agent is, but
how do you build them,

How do you think about
managing them” said
Peter Pollini, who leads
PwC’s financial services
industry practice. He
added that many firms are
looking for workers with
technical skills to help
them implement the
use cases they've identi-
fied.

Whether an MBA is
worth the investment has
long been the subject of
debate, particularly as the
typical total cost of the
degree nears $300,000. As
tuitions rise, prospective
students are increasingly
scrutinizing what they'll

get in return.
Universities, meanwhile,
have spotted an opportuni-
ty. Prestigious business
schools at Harvard
University, the University
lvania are offer-
ing a growing list of Al-
themed executive educa-
tion courses that are short-
er and cheaper than a
degree program. Growing
demand for Al-savvy work-
ers has led some compa-
nies to ramp up hiring,
betting that recent Gen Z
graduates will be able to
do more with AT tools than
existing employees.
— Bloomberg

India should prioritise
reducing import restric-
tions, particularly inter-
mediate goods, while con-
tinuing to improve the
business environment to
boost private investment
and liberalise the FDI
regime.

Policies should promote
predictable and mutually
beneficial trade frame-
works, the IMF said.

MG LAUNCHES
M9, CYBERSTER
EV VARIANTS

MICHAEL GONSALVES
PUNE, AUG. 3

MG Select, the luxury
brand of JSW MG Motor,
on Monday introduced
the new Couture Editions
of the M9 and Cyberster,
priced at ¥84.94 lakh and
¥87.49 lakh at Delhi show-
room, respectively. Both
models are limited to just
50 units each.

“With the new couture
layer, the Cyberster and
M9 have quickly become
the most sought-after lux-
ury EVs in their seg-
ment,” said Milind Shah,
head MG select, JSSW MG
Motor India.

—]—

At its June meeting, the
RBI had revised its infla-

tion forecasts higher
Headline inflation in the
first quarter of FY27 aver-
aged 3.9 per cent, below
the RBI's forecast of 4.2
per cent.

“We see MPC less wor-
ried on West Asia impact
on growth, given resilient
advance indicator trends,
while keeping a watch on
the hit to agricultural out-
put out of deficient rain-
fall,” said Indranil Pan,
chief Yes
Bank.

In June, the RBI kept its
key policy rate unchanged
at 5.25 per cent and adopt-
ed a cautious wait-and-
watch stance.

Meanwhile, the out-
standing FCNR(B)
deposits increased from
$32.56 bn on June 5 to
$60.55 bn on July 30, an 86
per cent rise, as per data
shared by the ministry of
finance in the Lok Sabha.

economist,

financial sector, serving
as India's largest life
insurer and the country’s
second-largest public sec-
tor enterprise by market
capnahsatmn Its institu-
tional eminence is recog-
nisd both domestically
and globally, with LIC
ranked as the fourth most
valuable brand in India
and the world’s third-
strongest insurance
brand," Chawla said.

The OFS proceeds are
expected to be over 231,000
crore, making it the
biggest proceed from any
OFS to date.

The OFS will help LIC
increase its public float
and meet regulatory
requirements and also
provide fiscal support
with major disinvestment
receipts for government,
sources said.

GLOBAL COMMODITY
(OSTS DRIVE UP
INFLATION: CENTRE

FC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, AUG. 3

The government on
Monday said that the
increase in wholesale
price inflation in June to
9.87 per cent was largely
driven by price pressures
in items that are more
sensitive to global com-
modity and energy costs.
The government has been
actively undertaking a
series of measures to con-
trol inflation and mitigate
its impact on consumers,
according to the minister
of state for finance,
Pankaj Chaudhary,

Meanwhile, in a move to
significantly improve the
road safety on India's
highways, the Centre on
Monday proposed phased
implementation of vehi-
cle-to-vehicle (V2V) com-
munication systems
mandatory in all new
vehicles from October
2027.

The proposal also
sought to amend the
Central Motor Vehicles
Rules, 1989, and is expect-
ed to lay the foundation
for connected mobility
and intelligent transport
systems in India, accord-
ing to the government.

UK-India FTA may
boost textile exports

SANGEETHA G.
CHENNAI, AUG. 3

The UK-India Free Trade
Agreement (FTA) could
open up an incremental
export opportunity of
almost $1 billion for
Indian textile companies,
according to India Ratings
and Research.

India exported $2.2 bn
worth of textiles and
readymade garments to
the UK in FY26. The
removal of the previous
12 per cent tariff disad-
vantage on apparel and
home textiles is expected
to improve the landed-cost
competitiveness of Indian
products in the UK.

This could help Indian
exporters gain market
share from Chinese sup-
pliers over time, although
competing with Bangla-
desh may be more chal-
lenging due to its scale
advantages and lower pro-
duction  costs, India
Ratings said.

A three percentage-point
increase in India's share

of the UK textile import
market, from around 6.9
per cent currently to
about 10 per cent, could
translate into an incre-

A

mental export opportuni-
ty of around $900 mn for
Indian textile companies.

The benefits of lower
tariffs will depend on how
effectively textile compa-
nies exp'md capacity,
manage costs, meet com-
pliance and maintain
financial discipline, the
rating agency said.

“Large, integrated tex-
tile companies are better
positioned to capitalise on
these opportunities due to
their scale, established
customer relationships,
and stronger financial
resources. In contrast,
small players may face
challenges if expansion is
funded through excessive
debt, which could pres-
sure leverage and liquidi-
ty" said Rohit Sadaka,
director, corporate rat-
ings, Ind-Ra.

The UK is India's third-
largest textile export des-
tination.
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Politburo signals
pragmatic, steady
economic course

a critical checkpoint for Beijing, offering the

central government a vital opportunity to
reassess the first half of the year and steer the nation
towards a more realistic economic trajectory for the
months ahead.

The latest statement from the top leadership
suggests cautious indicating poli
are choosing a steady, targeted approach over the
broad-based stimulus measures that characterised
previous years. As China navigates an economy in
transition, it is clear that the days of aggressive,
post-Covid-style spending are behind it, replaced by a
strategic, structural approach that prioritises resilience
and stability over short-term capital injections.

The policy direction will stay focused, targeting
specific sectors. Fiscal support will address hi-tech
emerging sectors such as artificial intelligence and
semiconductors, rather than real estate, where the goal
is to stabilise market confidence and contain debt risks.
Infrastructure investment is being recast for new
infrastructure; it is no longer about bricks and mortar
but power grids, computing grids and data networks.

This approach is an investment in future
competitiveness rather than simply pumping capital
into the more moribund sectors of the economy. The
new digital infrastructure drivers of growth serve the
dual purpose of boosting short-term domestic demand
and securing long-term technological competitiveness.

Finally, Beijing is signalling a more conciliatory
stance on international trade, aiming for a balance to
mitigate concerns over the so-called “China shock 2.0"
raised by trading partners such as the European Union.

Stability in both the economic and social spheres
will be the primary focus for the leadership as it
prepares for next year’s critical leadership reshuffle.

So far, China has maintained significant policy space
to navigate potential external shocks, provided it
continues to balance realistic growth targets with
systemic restructuring. Beijing's economic strategy
reflects a i isal of both ic and

T he midyear Politburo meeting has long served as

The
struggling with weak demand, is not yet prepared to
take up the slack as growth remains largely sustained
by a record trade surplus and impressive exports from
the hi-tech and clean energy sectors. However, that has
irritated some trade partners.

To energise domestic activity and alleviate trade
tensions, Beijing has introduced its first stand-alone
five-year plan for consumption. Unveiled by the
National D and Reform Ce ission and
the Ministry of Commerce in July, it sets an ambitious
retail sales target of 60 trillion yuan (HK$69.7 trillion) by
2030, a nearly 20 per cent increase from 2025.

I are countering “i " by curbing
platform monopolies and preventing destructive price
wars to improve margins for smaller operators. While
these structural adjustments might take longer to bear
fruit, they represent a more sustainable and effective
alternative to direct cash handouts.

These carry p! implications for
Hong Kong. Deepening integration - for example,
through alignment with national five-year plans and key
priorities such as financial reform - is essential to the
city’s future prosperity and stability. However, this
proximity also exposes Hong Kong to increased foreign
scrutiny. Western powers increasingly treat Hong Kong
and mainland China as a single geopolitical entity. This
is an unavoidable reality of international politics, but it
need not be an impediment to the city’s success.

Beijing’s is on hi-tech self- i and
balanced trade provides a clear road map for the Hong
Kong government to adjust its own policy initiatives.
‘Whether through the pursuit of new digital
infrastructure projects or by navigating the
complexities of international trade relations, Hong
Kong's role as a stable, integrated component of the
national economy has never been more critical.

The city must maintain close alignment with
Beijing's core objectives under the “one country, two
systems” framework. Despite ongoing domestic and
global challenges, Hong Kong is well positioned to
sustain its role as a key “superconnector” and “super
value-adder” for the mainland and its trading partners.
By embracing this integrated path, Hong Kong can
secure its own future within the broader narrative of
China's rise to ic and technological emi
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Our elites must again
become risk-takers

In an age defined by shifting paradigms, the city should align capital, governance and
academia along new priorities anchored in innovation to become the best it can be

ong Kong is drafting its
H first-ever five-year plan, a

historic blueprint to chart
long-term development. Much has
been said about reforms and
paradigm shifts, but far less
attention has been paid to the true
architects of this journey: Hong
Kong's elites. Their choices will
determine whether the city

i itselfas an i ion hub

infrastructure, but the capacity to
reinvent its economic drivers. As
Hong Kong now navigates a hi-tech
paradigm shift, its elites must
embrace the creative destruction
that such a shift entails, not cling to
dwindling legacy rents.

Past waves thrived because

or slides into stagnation.

For decades, Hong Kong's
movers and shakers maximised
returns from finance, trade and real
estate. But as the global economy
pivots towards technology and
innovation, these engines face
mounting headwinds.

To navigate this transition, Hong
Kong requires a profound “power
shift”, a systemic re-engineering of
mindsets, incentives and risk
appetites across business,
bureaucracy and academia.

Hong Kong’s history shows that
elite behaviour determines the city's
trajectory. At each juncture,
successive migration waves
reshaped its elite class, catalysing
economic rebirth.

The first defining wave arrived
after World War I1, led by
Shanghainese industrialists fleeing

universities and brilliant minds.
However, promotion systems
largely reward journal publication
and citation counts, while applied
research, patents and
policy-relevant work are
undervalued. A culture of
institutional conservatism

Hong Kong rewarded enterprise. discourages entrepreneurial leaps.
Yet today, systemic incentives breed Hong Kong must realign
y incentives, First, reframe the

The Northern polis could i p ition. The
be a hinge point. More than a land government should design land
plan, the project is a test of whether  allocation and development policies
elites can pivot from rent-seeking to  in the Northern Metropolis that tie
risk-taking. land access directly to key

Hong Kong’s
history shows
that elite
behaviour
determines the
city’s trajectory

Conceived as Hong Kong's
future silicon engine, the Northern

civil war. They did not merely Metropolis risks being approached
relocate; they transplanted capital,  through an outdated lens.
technical expertise and an Traditional business elites built
entrepreneurial spirit that fuelled fortunes in low-risk, asset-heavy
Hong Kong's industrialisation. Their ~ sectors like real estate and utilities.
willingness to embrace high-risk Because hi-tech research and
ventures laid the ions of a requires venture
global manufacturing hub. capital and long incubation periods,
Another wave, spanning the hesitation is natural. Without
1960s through the 1970, brought structural incentive shifts, the
migrants from Guangdong. While project will fail to become an
they did not arrive as elites, their ecosystem for technology.
industrious labour powered Hong Hong Kong's statutory bodies

Kong's export miracle. Crucially,
this era showed that elite-led value
creation requires an ecosystem
capable of integrating and
mobilising new social groups.
Today's wave includes mainland
professionals, wealthy families and
global talent. They bring essential
technological literacy and venture

and civil service must evolve. Ina
traditional bureaucracy, the

performance indicators (KPIs) on
tech incubation, R&D spending and
global talent recruitment. By
making value creation more
profitable than simple land banking,
the private sector will channel more
capital towards technological
innovation.

Second, re-engineer public-
sector KPIs. Public institutions must
cultivate a “calculated risk” culture
by introducing regulatory
sandboxes where bureaucrats are
insulated from political fallout when
they test innovative frameworks.
Pathways for tech veterans to enter
mid-senior levels of government
could inject necessary market
dynamism into policymaking.

Third, reshape university culture.
The University Grants Committee
should help advance research on
policy, industry, technology
transfers, patents and partnerships.
Universities need visionary leaders
capable of shaping culture and
steering through entrenched habits.
They must have the capacity to
translate breakthroughs into
ventures and lead with courage in
environments resistant to change.

With the right incentives steering
Hong Kong's financial capital,

personal risk d yis I power and intellectual
skewed: pioneering an unproven creativity, the city’s elites can be
tech policy yields little upside, while  persuaded to abandon rent

any public failure brings intense preservation and embrace
scrutiny. A true il ion hub lculated risk to drive i

requires public institutions to pivot
from being mere regulators to

This is the “power shift” the city
must execute to secure prosperity.

capital. becoming strategic risk partners.
Each wave underscores Hong Similar misalignment exists Ningrong Liu is a professor in
Kong's phoenix-like resilience. The within our tertiary institutions. globalisation and business at City
city’s edge has never been static Hong Kong boasts world-class University of Hong Kong Ningrong Liu
LETTERS
Hong Kong must The border felt less like a barrier suffered in the aftermath of the
than a selectively permeable event at AsiaWorld-Expo. As
compete on value Share your views with us and other membrane. The most important thousands of fans piled onto the
SCMP readers in a Letter to the Editor. traffic across the border may be Airport Express to head home, the

Include your full name and address, neither shoppers nor money, but primary demographic of exhausted
Hong Kong residents are no longer plus a phone number for verification. expectations. air travellers had to stand for the
just spending money on the Please keep your letter to Hong Kong cannot win a price entire ride to Hong Kong station, if
mainland. We are returning with 2 maximum of 400 words. war with the mainland, nor does it they could even board the train.
new expectations of price, Email us at letters@scmp.com. need to. But every premium must Furthermore, those attending
convenience and service. As Address: 19/F, Tower One, be matched by value the customer  events at AsiaWorld-Expo are
movement across the border Times Square, 1 Matheson Street, can feel. The membrane is already offered a special fare of just HK$65

accelerates, pressure is building for
the gap between the two
commercial cultures to narrow.

On a rainy morning in Zhuhai, T
booked a car to the ferry terminal.
The driver arrived on time, found
me easily and delivered me through
the downpour without incident.
Nothing luxurious - just efficient,
dependable service.

That ordinariness is precisely
what makes it notable. On the
mainland, accepting a booking is
treated as a commitment. The car
arrives. The journey happens. The
transaction works. I have had the
opposite experience in Hong Kong,
where ride-share drivers have
sometimes cancelled or failed to
appear, presumably after finding a
more attractive fare. The technology
may look similar, but the service
ethic is different.

I recently stopped at a pharmacy
chain store in Hong Kong that had
installed self-checkout kiosks. When
the payment system failed, the
nearby staff member did not know
how to fix it. Another employee was
summoned. It's a small incident,
but no less revealing. Technology
intended to improve efficiency had
created inconvenience.

Price is often cited as Hong
Kong's main disadvantage. Higher
rents and wages explain why meals,
taxis and basic services cost more
than across the border. But the
experience does not always justify
the price. An expensive taxi is not

Causeway Bay, Hong Kong.

necessarily cleaner or safer. A costly
meal is not necessarily better.

A high price creates an
expectation of premium service. For
years, Hong Kong businesses could
behave as though customers had
nowhere else to go. Online shopping
was limited and cross-border
transport was slower. The implicit
message was: if you don't like it, go
somewhere else.

Now people can - and do.

The other week, I crossed into
the mainland via Shenzhen.
Watching the steady flow of people,
one word came to mind: osmosis.

permeable. The process of osmosis

has begun.

Marco Lobo, Mid-Levels

Service should not
take in expo crowd

Credit must be given to the sports
secretary for bringing in another
world-class event, the Fencing
‘Waorld Championships. The Hong
Kong team secured the men'’s silver,
valiantly losing by only one point to
Italy, an achievement that drew
massive support.

However, regular air passengers

Shoppers browse goods in neighbouring Shenzhen. Photo: Edmond S0

for a same-day return trip on the
Airport Express, whereas travellers
are charged HK$120 using an
Octopus card for a one-way journey.

Where is the fairness in that? It
is unjustifiable that premium-
paying travellers are subjected to
overcrowding while subsidising
discounted fares for eventgoers.

To resolve the issue of service
degradation, the MTR should be
extended from Tung Chung to
AsiaWorld-Expo to handle large
crowds. Relying on the Airport
Express to absorb eventgoers ruins
the service for the weary air
travellers it was built to serve.

Timothy Lee, Yau Yat Chuen

A gift for Beijing
from Washington

American journalist Fareed Zakaria
recently characterised the US-Iran
war as a gift to China. Without
expending a single bullet, China has
gained on three fronts: a Gulf less
dependent on America, a world
more reliant on Chinese clean-
energy technologies and a
reputation as a stable world power.

On the other hand, the United
States might have waded into
another forever war.

Randy Lee, Ma On Shan
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Talk is not enough to
boost consumption

As long as external demand holds up, policymakers on the mainland seem relatively
untroubled by weakening domestic demand, despite rhetoric to the contrary

hinese officials tend to report

only good news and bury

bad news for propaganda
purposes and career advancement.
That is why it came as a surprise
when, on July 22, Zhang Enhui, the
party chief of Changchun, an
industrial powerhouse known for
its automobile sector and
technological research, publicly

country’s largest state-owned
carmakers and among the top five
by total vehicle sales, as well as a
cluster of national-level research
institutions in biomedicine and
optoelectronics.

In many ways, Changchun's
struggles reflect what economists
describe as a pronounced K-shaped
divergence: hi-tech manufacturing

broke with that tradition. He and exports are thriving, while
warned of ption, real estate and
difficulties and facing ditional industries inue to
the city’s economy. lag. Changchun, like many cities,
The remark was apparently finds itself on the weaker side of
swiftly scrubbed from the city this K-shaped economy.
government's website, but the Last Thursday, China’s top

fleeting moment of candour was

decision-making body promised to

telling. It comes amid a nationwide ~ “accelerate the pace of fiscal

debate on whether China’s spending”, Xinhua reported, citing a
second-quarter gross domestic statement from the meeting of the
product growth (GDP) is  C ist Party’s Poli

a 'y dip or the beginning of | ledging “difficulties and

a trend. The discussion has also challenges facing the economy”, the
reignited long-standing calls for Politburo vowed to “expand

growth at 4.7 per cent, policymakers
may feel little urgency to act
aggressively.

The logic is straightforward.
Despite the second-quarter dip,
growth remains within target. And
China's leadership continues to take
comfort in the strong performance
of high-end manufacturing and
exports linked to artificial
intelligence (AI). As long as external
demand holds up, policymakers
appear relatively untroubled by
weakening domestic demand,
despite rhetoric to the contrary.

For more than three decades,
economists at home and abroad
have urged China to rebalance its
economy by shifting away from
reliance on exports and
infrastructure investment. Beijing
has periodically rolled out stopgap
measures to spur domestic
demand, but consumer sentiment
remains fragile - not least because

Beijing to do more to

" but without

wealth is heavily

concrete

consumption and reviving the
troubled real estate sector.

Complicating matters further is
the looming start of China’s
once-every-five-years leadership
reshuffle, which typically induces
caution among officials at all levels,
tending to dampen risk-taking and
policy experimentation.

Against this backdrop, Zhang’s
warning stands out. He urged
“all-out efforts” to confront
“unexpected difficulties and
challenges”. The sources of those
challenges are not hard to identify.
China's GDP grew just 4.3 per cent
in the second quarter, down from 5
per cent in the first quarter,
bringing first-half growth to 4.7 per
cent. That puts the economy inside
the official full-year target range of
4.5-5 per cent, but only just.

The slowdown was driven by
falling private sector and fixed-asset
investment - long-time pillars of
China’s growth model. Fixed-asset
investment fell 5.7 per cent year on
year, while property investment
plunged 18 per cent in the first half.
Retail sales grew only 0.2 per cent
in the second quarter, compared
with 2.4 per cent in the first.

...... .66 ...
Beijing’s
efforts to boost
consumption
often amount to
‘lots of thunder
but little rain’

Expectations of fiscal support
being announced at the Politburo
meeting were lifted by the release of

in property, where
prices have been falling.

Many economists have called for
Beijing to do more to stabilise
property prices which would
rapidly bolster consumer sentiment,
but China’s policymakers have
remained unmoved.

All things considered, China’s
policymakers would most likely try
to ride on the Al-led export boom
as long as possible despite the
mounting pressure from its major
trading partners, the European
Union in particular.

This month, China’s top leaders
are gathering in the seaside resort
of Beidaihe for their traditional
two-week working holiday. Strategic
discussions on domestic and

China’s first five-year issues, i

plan on July 13, which targets relations with the United States, are
annual retail sales of around 60 likely to take place, and the overall
trillion yuan (HK$70 trillion) by health of the economy will certainly

2030. The plan highlights the need
to raise household incomes and
pledges to “significantly” increase
the share of household
consumption in GDP from the
current level of roughly 40 per cent.
Yet history suggests Beijing's
efforts to boost consumption often
amount to “lots of thunder but little

Changchun’s predicament is rain”, In the short term, the
both unique and ic. The itburo meeting indi the
city of more than 9 million people is  policymakers would do a bit more,
the capital of Jilin province, part of but measures are likely to be within
China’s “rust-belt” known for its the bounds of what Larry Hu, chief
declining industrial base. Yet until China economist at Macquarie
recently, Changchun was Group, calls the “just enough” rule

considered a rare bright spot, home
to China FAW Group - one of the

- doing just enough to meet the
growth target. With first-half GDP

feature.

These sessions, however, are not
the venue for announcing specific
policy packages; they tend to focus
on longer-term framing.

Next year, President Xi Jinping is
expected to seek a fourth term as
general secretary at the Communist
Party's 21st Congress, alongside
another round of leadership
reshuffling. In that environment,
political and economic stability will
be paramount.

Wang Xiangwei is a former editor-in-
chief of the South China Morning Post.
He now teaches journalism at Baptist
University

INustration: Dennis Yip

Legco dialogue
can be a forum
to improve all

residents’ lives

While more communication
between the Legislative Council
and the government is welcome,
what matters most are outcomes

xploring new channels for connection is
imp for enhanci ication. That

seems to be one of the major themes of the
first “new style Legco dialogue” with Chief Executive
John Lee Ka-chiu, held last week after lawmakers
returned from their study trip to Beijing.

Legislative Council members were clearly eager to
share ideas with Lee, beginning with suggesting that
the city’s 1823 public inquiry and complaint hotline be
revamped and modelled after Beijing's 12345
complaints hotline. Given the Hong Kong
government’s artificial intelligence (AI) push,

ping an Al-assisted inquiry and complaint
hotline to better serve residents makes sense.

It would help Lee and his government keep track
of and manage government responses, thereby

hancis ility and shedding light on
inefficiencies and bottlenecks on the ground. The
Beijing model uses big data and Al to route responses
to the authorities, whereas the current Hong Kong
hotline, run by the Digital Policy Office, refers
ints to the relevant for foll p.

Perhaps it is time for a real upgrade when it comes
to government capabilities in handling issues and
collecting public views. A government that claims to
prioritise livelihood issues and the well-being of
residents ought to have open channels with both
lawmakers and the public so ordinary people can ask
questions, lodge complaints and submit their views
for all the public consultation exercises both online
and offline.

That could mean the government’s iAM Smart app
needs a revamp to be truly “smart” enough for a city
that boasts of the high standard of its connectivity,
efficiency and technology.

1t could also mean we can reimagine the role of
the post office. My experience of visiting the post
office has always been pleasant; the staff are
knowledgeable, efficient, friendly and ready to serve.
We could consider upgrading and transforming post
offices into resident service centres like the citizen
service centres in mainland cities.

The government doesn't need to wait for the
Northern Metropolis, Hong Kong's future mega-
township near the border with Shenzhen, to be up
and running before residents can see how serious it
is about embracing change to better serve the city
and its residents.

Perhaps the biggest highlight of last week’s
meeting is seeing how Legco is moving towards
getting more involved in the administration’s
business.

Lawmakers have proposed a visit to the city’s 1823
hotline office to better understand how it is currently

run, and Lee responded by calling on to
provide concrete suggestions to
enhance the hotline’s operations.
_______ “ o Lawmakers taking the initiative
to put in the work needed to help
. the administration do better is
F orging new commendable. This could be a
ways to enhance good way to show Hongkongers
- L what the new collaborative
communication relationship between the
. : executive and legislature looks
s one thlng’ like. If that means lawmakers will
but it is even be more hands-on and focusing
. on issues like the hotline, it is a
more zmportant good place to start.
However, let's not get ahead of
) to p ut gﬂ”ort ourselves. All these new
into getting the initiatives, including the closed-
door dialogue between Lee and
most out Of that lawmakers in Legco's dining hall,
j 7 must be sustained.
communication Our lawmakers should keep
the administration on its toes. The
dialogue between Lee and 67

Alice Wu

Legco members was the first time lawmakers had a
chance to directly pose questions to the chief
executive in the Legislative Council since they were
sworn into office in January.

During the dialogue, lawmakers took the
opportunity to raise thorny communication issues.
They pointed out policies that were implemented by

the i ion without such as the
raising of public healthcare fees and the scrapping of
the HK$2,500 student grants.

These issues might not necessarily have needed
Legceo's approval. However, to truly treat lawmakers
like they are part of the same team, the administration
should consider consulting them.

Forging new ways to enhance communication is
one thing, but it is even more important to put effort
into getting the most out of that communication.

When Lee started his term, he proposed
“antechamber exchange” sessions between
lawmakers and top officials once a month. That
monthly frequency only held for the first 12 months,
with just four such sessions taking place in 2024 and

2025 and two so far this year.
Active listening and a commitment to keeping all
the ch 1s of ication working are tial

The novelty of new initiatives will fade quickly. It is
how enhanced communication delivers results felt by
ordinary residents that matters most.

Alice Wu is a political consultant and a former associate
director of the Asia Pacific Media Network at UCLA
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Now let’s

Petition gatherers are
officially on the streets,
marking the real beginning
of Chicago’s 2027 mayoral

campaign.

With the election still
roughly seven months away,
much of the conversa-
tion has centered on who's
running, but we're just as
interested in how each
candidate plans to govern.

Choice is never the prob-
lem in these mayoral races,
as plenty of folks want the
job and thus voters have
many different flavors of
leadership to consider.
Clarity is harder to find.

In our view, this race will
come down to four major
issues: public safety, hous-
ing, economic growth and,
above all, fiscal stability, the
unresolved challenge hang-
ing over every other issue.

Candidates should level
with Chicagoans. Period.
This city’s problems
aren’t going to be solved
with slogans or campaign
consultants’ talking points.
They require difficult
choices, and voters deserve
to hear what those are
before Election Day.

Would-be mayor: What
is your four-year plan?

We'd like to see one that
identifies priorities, estab-
lishes measurable bench-
marks and explains not
just what you'll do but how
success will be measured.
Something more akintoa
business plan than a laun-
dry list of campaign prom-
ises.

The tenure of our
current mayor, Brandon
Johnson, illustrates why
Chicago should demand
more specifics.

His allies released First
‘We Get the Money just
after he took office, and his
administration’s transition
blueprint followed nearly
two months later. What-
ever one thinks of those

t

EDITORIALS
Welcome, mayoral candidates!

hard fiscal realities

Chicago Mayor Brandon Johnson's office at City Hall is seen on June 25. ANTONIO PEREZ/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

documents, Chicagoans
never had the opportu-
nity to evaluate a detailed
governing roadmap before
casting their ballots.

But a plan without
substance isno plan at all.

Crime still is at the top
of our list. Johnson, whose
supporters have started to
gather signatures though
he hasyet to announce a
bid for reelection, contin-
ues to tout a substantial
decline in crime, certainly
awelcome change from
serious spikes during the
pandemic and summers of
unrest.

No doubt former
Chicago police Superin-
tendent Larry Snelling and
Cook County State’s Attor-
ney Eileen O'Neill Burke
have much to do with this

shift. Across the country,
crime has fallen since its
COVID peak. That’s all to
the good and Johnson is
entitled to trumpet that
achievement, as we heard
him do last week.

And yet, many folks’
lived experience these days
doesn’t jibe with the rosier
picture the Fifth Floor
presents.

Chicagoans hear reports
of assaults on trains and
violent robberies in places
like Wicker Park and mass
shootings on the South and
West sides, which have
also crept into the Loop.
Many Chicagoans still feel
less safe here than they did
adecade ago. We need to
know candidates’ views on
police staffing, investiga-
tive priorities, prosecution

and technologies such as
gunshot detection.

Housing is another obvi-
ous priority. Our housing
marketis hotin certain
neighborhoods, yes, butina
‘way that sees soaring prices
and limited supply lock-
ingout would-be buyers,
especially if they’re not
able to go way over asking
price fora good spot. Rent-
ers face similar challenges.
Ask anyone apartment- or
condo-hunting and they’ll
tell you it’s tough out there
right now.

We applauded the
mayor’s Cut the Tape hous-
ing initiatives, which build
on the abundance model
of increasing supply to
drive down cost and ensure
there’s enough housing to
go around. But the John-

son administration’s deci-
sion to build overpriced
affordable units — includ-
ing one $38 million proj-
ect costing $884,000 per
taxpayer-subsidized rental
unit each — falls short on
increasing supply at all too
high a cost. Not good.
Candidates should tell
voters whether they intend
toreduce regulations that
make housing harder to
build (and much harder to
build a rental portfolio) or
continue adding new ones.
We'd also like to hear
from candidates how they
plan to grow our tax base.
‘When the local economy
is growing, it’s less of an
imperative to dig endlessly
for more revenue. The best
way to encourage busi-
ness investments and the

jobs that come with itisto
build confidence in fiscal
stability. In Chicago, a good
start would be as simple

as ending the seemingly
constant barrage of new
tax hike threats against the
business commumty

In our view, true growth
doesn’t come from lurmg
companies with massive
subsidies and special carve-
outs; it requires running
the city well and sending
a genuine message that
Chicago is both dynamic
and open for business.
Meaning: Job creators
aren’t living under perpet-
ual threat of higher taxes
and fees, and that city lead-
ers aren’tignoring the tick-
ing time bomb of a fiscal
crisis.

‘Which leads us to the
hardest, but most essential,
part: truth-telling about the
city’s finances.

Candidates, you're
going to have to tell people
some unpleasant truths
tobe serious in our eyes.
Your high-priced consul-
tants might tell you that’s a
mistake, but fixing Chicago
requires a hard dose of real-
ity coupled with a plan for
how to right the ship.

No vague promises,
no magical thinking, no
dogmatic ideology trump-
ingall.

Mayoral hopefuls need
to be straight with voters
about the challenges
the city faces, what cuts
they’re open to, how they
plan to bring the reluctant
along and what reforms
they are ready to put in
place. Quickly, for they are
needed fast.

Ultimately, we want to
know that candidates have
ideas for what we will be
doing differently, because
more of the same isn’t
going to work

Chicagoans have heard
enough comforting fiction.

More Americans are saying no to alcohol. So, too,

is new federal guidance

American drinking ics, including many public ~ bottle? Health concernsno ~ wineries and distillershave  diversified recreational about their health when
habits are changing. health experts, argue that ~ doubt play arole. raised prices to maintain drinking habits. presented with the facts.

Nearly half of Ameri- removing the specificlimits ~ Alcoholhasbeenlinked  profits. In 2024, Chicago-based ‘Whatever role govern-
can adults say they don't makes the guidance less to breast, bowel and liver Chicago’s upscale restau- Kava Havenlaunched aline ment guidance plays,
touch alcohol, according useful and reflects industry cancers,amongothers,in  rantsand bars, mean- of alcohol-free adult bever- Americans appear to have
toa 2025 Gallup survey. influence. addition to being bad for time, routinely charge 8 agesusinga South Pacific ~ reached a conclusion of
At 54%, the share of the Somedoctorsand other  the brainand cardiovascu-  or 9 bucks for abeer, $15 plantknown forits relaxing their own.
population who drinkhas  health experts say this lar systems. for wine and $20-plusfor ~ properties. They’re drinking less,
reached its lowest level watered-down advice will Plenty of folks whohave  cocktails. Talk about an “People are drinking less, embracing alcohol-free
sincethe surveystartedin  beless effective in alert- become dependentonthe  affordability crisis. but they're still looking alternatives and treating
1939. ing the public toalcohol’s  stuff can tell you it can ruin Nonalcoholic beer and for a feeling,” co-founder alcohol more like ciga-

Earlier this year, federal  increasingly well-docu- your life, and drunken driv- mocktails are catchingon, — Grace Manwaringtoldus.  rettes than aharmless
officials replaced thelong-  mented hazards. ingcauses mayhemonthe  too.Productslike Michelob “People want to feel some-  indulgence. Washington
standing recommendation But perhaps folks are roads. No amountofalco-  Ultra Zero and Heineken thing, not nothing. Tlikenit should make sure its advice
thatadults limit them- already getting the point, holis “good for you.” 0.0 have become big sellers, to astrong herb tea.” reflects the best available
selves tonomore thanone  given Americans were Another factor in and Athletic Brewing Co. This page is always skep-  science, butitshouldn’t
drink a day forwomenand  already drinkingless before reduced consumption? sells zero-proofbeer that tical when a nanny-state underestimate the public’s
two formen withbroader  the new guidance was Sticker shock. As the wethink tastesasgoodas  government tries to meddle ability torecognize chang-
advice encouraging Amer-  issued. number of regular drink- intoxicating versions. The  in people’s lives. Adults ingevidence and act
icans to drink less. Crit- Why theretreatfromthe ershasdeclined, brewers,  riseof THC drinkshasalso canmake sound decisions  accordingly.

ON THIS DAY 26 YEARS AGO EDITORIAL CARTOON

IT'S ALL OVER FOR THE BOOMERS

The tide has finally started to roll out for the giant baby boom
generation, according to preliminary Census Bureau estimates, a
bit of news that may cheer all the other generations irked at boom-

ers’ collective influence and self-centeredness.

The oldest boomers turn 54 this year and it appears the genera-
tion is shrinking at last. Deaths have begun to outnumber immi-

gration.

An estimated 76 million Americans were born between 1946
and 1964, the official bookends of the generation. Their numbers
have been bolstered by millions of boomer immigrants over the
years. The Census Bureau estimates there were 78.6 million
boomers as of April—100,000 fewer than last year—the first

shrinkage reported.

This trend will only accelerate. Since the beginning 01996,
aboomer has been turning 50 every eight minutes, which will
continue unabated until 2014. By 2031, the bureau estimates,
boomer ranks will have shrunk to 51 million and by 2046 the
generation will dwindle to 19 million, a mere shadow of its former

self.

Buteveryone knows this generation won't go quietly into the

night. It has never gone quietly anywhere.

Its members were noisy and demanding children and adoles-
cents. They have been noisy and demanding adults—it could be
argued many of them, including some prominent politicians, are
still adolescents—and they promise to be noisy and demanding

codgers.

After all these years though, the 200 million other Americans
Tribune editorial board, Aug. 3,2000

mustbe resigned to that.

RED SCARE

ARE YOU NOW OR HAVE YOU EVER
BEEN A COMMLUINIST?

ORANGE SCARE

ARE YOU NOW OR HNEYOU EVER
BEEN A DEMOCRAT?

JACK OHMAN/TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY
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OPINION

Good governance lost with passage of
CPS budget. Students may pay the price

By Angel Gutierrez
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

On Thursday, the Chicago
Board of Education members
failed our oath to Chicago’s
students, parents, families,
employees and taxpayers.

Byan11-7 vote, with one
member abstaining, the board
approved a last-minute amend-
ment that placed $150 million
inunapproved and unappro-
priated state revenue into the
district’s budget. In doing so,
those members disregarded the
professional recommendations
and warnings of the superinten-
dent, the chief financial officer,
the finance team and the district’s
chieflegal counsel.

That day, good governance lost.

Good governance is not about
choosing the most politically
attractive answer. It is not about
dismissing difficult facts as fear-
mongering. Itis not about writing
numbers into a legally conse-
quential document because we
believe someone else should
eventually provide the money.

Good governance requires us
to make decisions based on the
resources available today, not the
resources we hope may arrive
tomorrow.

Every member of this board
says they want the same
outcome: protecting class-
rooms, supporting educators and
ensuring every child receives
the education they deserve. Illi-
nois has unquestionably failed
to fully fund Chicago Public
Schools under its own evidence-
based funding formula. We must
continue fighting for every dollar
our students are owed.

But advocacy is not budgeting.

Advocacy asks what should
happen. Budgeting requires us to
actresponsibly based on what we
know today while preparing for
what may happen tomorrow. A
promise is not an appropriation.
Political pressure is not cash in
the district’s bank account. Hope
is not revenue.

The majority was warned that
state law requires the board to
adopt a balanced budget. It was
warned that the added $150
million had not been approved
by the General Assembly, signed
into law or guaranteed to arrive
during this fiscal year. The major-
ity nevertheless decided that
it knew more than the profes-
sionals we employ to protect the
financial and legal integrity of
CPS.

That decision exposed the
board and the district to serious
legal and financial risk.

Banks, credit-rating agencies,
bondholders and investors do not
evaluate abudget based on the
sincerity of our intentions. They
evaluate whether the revenue is
real, whether the assumptions
are defensible, and whether the
district can meet its obligations.
Iflenders conclude that this

Students listen in as Mayor Brandon Johnson speaks at Manierre Elementary School on Aug. 20, 2025, the first day of the school year. ANTONIO PEREZ/

CHICAGO TRIBUNE

budget is not genuinely balanced,
CPS could face delayed financing,
tighter borrowing conditions,
higher interest rates, or a reduced
willingness in the market to lend
to the district atall.

The consequences could begin
almost immediately. CPS has
warned that timely passage of
abalanced budget is necessary
to secure the short-term financ-
ing needed to make payroll in
September. If that financing is
delayed or disrupted, the people
who educate our children,
clean our schools, serve meals,
support students with disabil-
ities, protect our buildings and
keep the district operating could
face uncertainty over their first
paycheck of the school year.

No responsible board should
gamble with the paychecks of its
employees.

And even if financing remains
available, it may become more
expensive. Every additional
dollar paid in interest is a dollar
taken away from students. That
can mean fewer repaired roofs,
fewer modernized science
laboratories, fewer accessible
entrances and elevators, fewer
upgraded heating and cooling
systems, fewer lead and asbestos
remediation projects and fewer
safety improvements. Commu-
nities that have waited years for
basic investments may be told to
wait again.

This is what fiscal irrespon-
sibility looks like in practice. It

does not remain confined toa
spreadsheet.

The majority’s gamble also
creates the threat of a second
crisis in January. If Spnngﬂeld

1

interfere with a preferred politi-
cal narrative.
We hired experts fora reason.

paychecks, the district’s legal
compliance, our creditworthi-
ness, future classraom resources

does not approvea
appropriation — or if the money
does not arrive in time — the
layoffs avoided today may return
in the middle of the school year.
The district could be forced into
hiring freezes, spending restric-
tions, furloughs, program reduc-
tions or massive midyear layoffs
after students have already
formed relationships with their
teachers and support staff.
Thatisnot protecnng children.
Itis

‘We selected a superi and | ital invest-
and asked herto lead We employ mentsat nsk.
to deter- If Springfield eventually

mine w}uch revenues can respon-
sibly be included in a budget. We
rely on legal counsel to advise us
about our duties under Illinois
law. Board members cannot cele-
brate expertise when it supports
their position and discard it when
itdoes not.

Our oath requires more disci-
pline than that. We swore to
advocate for students, protect the
district’s assets, respect taxpayer
and ensure that every

and transferrmg the risk directly
to students, families, and employ-
ees.

We have seen the conse-
quences of budgeting around
uncertain state revenue before.
When promised dollars failed
to arrive, schools experienced
midyear disruption and employ-
ees lost their jobs. Good gover-
nance means learning from that
history — not repeating it while
insisting that this time hope will
somehow be enough.

Aboard of education has a duty
to question district leadership.
We should challenge assump-
tions, demand alternatives, scru-
tinize every expenditure and
fight relentlessly for additional
revenue. But oversight does not
mean ignoring every professional
recommendation when the facts

student has the opportunity to
reach their maximum potential.
That obligation requires both
urgency and restraint: fight-

ing for every dollar our schools
deserve while refusing to pretend
that hoped-for funding is already
inhand.

Springfield should fully fund
Chicago’s schools. The city
should declare a substantial
tax-increment financing surplus,
We should pursue responsi-
ble structural revenue, reduce
unnecessary borrowing, and
begin solving the 2028 deficit
immediately.

But none of those goals excuses
adopting a budget that rests on
money that does not exist today.

The majority did not merely
make an optimistic accounting
assumption. It placed employee

provides the $150 million, the
majority will claim vindication.
I hope the money arrives. Every
student, parent, educator and
taxpayer should hope so.

But responsible governance
cannot consist of hoping every-
thing works out.

If the money does not arrive,
the consequences will not fall
primarily on the board members
who cast these votes. They
will fall on employees worried
about their paychecks, students
‘who may lose trusted adults in
the middle of the year, families
whose programs may be reduced,
taxpayers forced to absorb higher
interest costs, and communities
whose promised school improve-
ments will once again be post-
poned.

Eleven members chose spec-
ulation over evidence, politics
over professional judgment, and
short-term applause over long-
term stability.

That s not responsible stew-
ardship. That is gambling with
the stability of CPS and asking
our students, employees, families
and taxpayers to cover the losses.

Angel Gutierrez represents
District 8A on the Chicago Board
of Education.

FAA just

By Ray LaHood
SPECIALTO THE TRIBUNE

Anyone who has visited
Chicago has heard locals loudly
praise the city —with good
reason. This summer alone, we're
flooded with visitors excited to
see the new Obama Presidential
Center, enjoy Taste of Chicago
and Lollapalooza, or just visit the
;:ll:seums and hang out by the

While it rarely makes the cut
for Instagram posts, O’Hare
International Airportis central to
all of this. It’s the busiest airport
in the world — and the nation’s
only dual hub, with both Ameri-
can and United Airlines serving
tens of millions of passengers a
year.

That dual hub also boosts
airport jobs and investment,
helps keep fares competitive and
provides more air service options
than other single-hub airports.
The robust air service that results
from the dual hub is one of the
reasons global businesses and
visitors choose Chicago, and why
residents have easy access to
flights around the world.

But lately, O’Hare has become
known for something not so posi-
tive: It has the longest taxi times
in the nation, which persistently
contribute to delays, cancella-
tions and all-around traveler
frustration.

That’s why I was seriously
concerned when, earlier this
year, United Airlines published
asummer schedule that would
have ramped up flights to unsus-
tainable levels, all but guarantee-
ing gridlock if not total chaos.

protected more than O’Hare’s

United Airlines jets line up for takeoff at O'Hare International Airport in Chicago, April 23. ANTONIO PEREZ/
CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Thankfully, the Federal Avia-
tion Administration stepped in to
require flight cuts that preserved
last year’s levels and ensured
airlines did not exceed the
airport’s available runway capac-
ity. And this month the FAA made
the wise decision to extend that
freeze until Oct. 30, 2027, protect-
ing holiday and future travel as
well.

Butit’s worth asking: With
obvious capacity concerns, why
was United pushing this plan
in the first place? The answer is
to attack that unique dual hub.

United CEO Scott Kirby has said
plainly that United would add “as
many flights as are required” in
its campaign against American,
predicting the schedule surge
would mean its competitor will
“have to de-hub.”

Monopolizing the busiest
airport might help one airline’s
profits, but it would be alosing
proposition for other stakehold-
ers, including the city of Chicago,
business attraction efforts and
consumers in Chicagoland and
throughout the country. The dual
hub enables competitive fares

and a multitude of options for
travelers who only have so much
time and money to spend ona
vacation.

A functioning, efficient O'Hare
is essential to bringing in the
visitors who deliver significant
economic benefits for our city’s
businesses.

According to Choose Chicago,
the city welcomed 55 million
visitors in 2024 who spent
$20.9 billion, generating state
and local tax revenues of $2.8
billion, which help fund vital city
services. We risk losing visitors

runways

to other cities if fares, delays and
cancellations rise from gridlock,
orif we are reduced to a single
hub with fewer options. And
‘when visitors choose to go else-
where, businesses lose out on
billions in valuable spending.

Even when passengers are just
connecting at O’Hare, they will
often buy food, drinks or other
goods during their layover. This
helpslocal businesses and gener-
ates valuable tax revenue.

As Nancy Rose, a former
Department of Justice economic
official, told a congressional
panellast month: “Chicago has
long benefited from competi-
tion between two hub airlines at
O'Hare, giving them the benefits
of that intense set of offerings,
but constraining the anti-com-
petitive effects, and I think the
evidence shows that United
seems to be working to reduce
those competitive constraints.
Unchecked, I think it could have
enormous adverse consequences
for Illinois travelers.”

The FAA’s freeze does not
need to be permanent — thanks
to billions of dollars of invest-
ment, O’Hare will soon have
more capacity and be equipped
for busier schedules. But in
the interim, ruining Chicago
summers, holidays and other
travel isn’t worth it, no matter
how much money United would
make from forcing out the
competition.

Ray LaHood was a Republican
member of Congress from 1995

t0 2009 and U.S. secretary of
transportation under President
Barack Obama from 2009 to 2013.



8 Chicago Tribune | Section A | Monday, August 3, 2026

OPINION

Al bots are busting loose.
Have we seen this movie before?

Clarence Page

Asan old-school newshound —
meaning I can remember type-
writers — I am familiar with the
old newsroom saying, “If you
don’tlike the news, just wait a few
minutes”

Lately, I find myself wait-
ing more than a few minutes for
another shoe to drop in a pres-
ent-day saga widely referred to as
the “Hugging Face” breach.

Or perhaps you've heard it
referred to as the “rogue” OpenAl
agent, although I still have ques-
tions about just how rogue it was,
since it seems to have been doing
only what it was designed to do,
like itor not.

The story came out July 21,
‘when tech giant OpenAl revealed
inablog post that an autonomous
Al agent powered by OpenAT
models, as part of a test to quantify
its cyber capabilities — namely,
its capabilities for “advanced
exploitation using complex attack
paths” — did its job perhaps a bit
too aggressively.

On its own, which is what
“autonomous” means, the agent
broke out of its test environ-
ment, known to the techiesasa
“sandbox,” and jumped over to
the internet, where it discovered
leaked usernames and passwords
to accounts it used to break into

Clément Delangue, chief executive officer of Hugging Face, speaks before a march to support open-source Al software in San Francisco on July 25.
OpenAl has acknowledged that two of its models went rogue and successfully hacked into Hugging Face, the digital library of Al software that is
popular among developers. BRENNAN SMART/THE NEW YORK TIMES

Perhaps not surprisingly, the
frames many of us reach for to

another Hi Face, d rogue AT bots come
an online hub for ATmodelsand ~ from cinema.
datasets, where it looked for And I'm not just talking about

hidden answers to the bench-
marks it was trying to solve.
Hugging Face, for its part,
published a forensic timeline,
describing how the autonomous
Al system spent four and a half
days executing 17,600 distinct
hacking actions across multiple
organizations — without direct
involvement by any humans.
‘While OpenAl assured the
public the situation was under
control, the pesky agent appar-
entlyinfected a of

sci-fi. Some observers gushed
about the OpenAlI bot’s sophis-
tication by comparing it to an
“Ocean’s Eleven” caper.

But after reading the news, my
mind raced to just about every
science fiction movie I have ever
seen — and I've seen a lot, includ-
ing the one called “A.1.” about ...
you guessed it.

From “Metropolis” (1927) and
“2001: A Space Odyssey” (1968)
to “Termmatur" (1984) and “Ex

ina” (2014), fi k

language to obscure its liability
for hacking another company, it
laid the details out in the open.

Hugging Face’s CEO, in turn,
was almost effusive in his praise
for OpenAT’s response to the
event.

The problem is not corporate
negligence, the message seems to
be, it’s our models: They’re just
that powerful.

It’s similar to the way techlords
talk about the fri pros-

named Altair IV, to which a
spaceship from Earth ventures
to find out what happened toa
previous, and never again heard
from, human expedition.

Al appears in the form of a vast
8,000-cubic-mile blinking and
flashing underground machine,
leftbehind by the Krell, the plan-
et’s highly advanced ancient
race who destroyed themselves,
apparently from overuse of the

ig hine’s ability to enh:

pect of Al throwing white-col-
lar workers out of their jobs,
and possibly alot of blue- and
pink-collar ones, too. Far from
battingaway such dystopian

Modal Labs, an executive of that
company confirmed Tuesday.

Then on Thursday, apparently
not wanting to be left out of the
publicity party, rival AI frontier
lab Anthropic confessed its own
sandbox breakout incidents,
three at the present accounting.
What kind of problem are we
facing here?

have explored our fear of 'I‘he
Machines Taking Over from
every possible angle.

And if you're in the AT busi-
ness, this might be exactly where
you want the public mind to go.
OpenAl described the rogue
bot as “unprecedented” and, far
from donning the hairshirt of
contrition or usingalot of CYA

many Al execs reply:

Yup, that’s the future. Get ready.
(And buy our product.)

Do we getachoice in this
future? That’s the question at
the heart of my all-time favorite
sci-fi movie, MGM’s 1956 classic
“Forbidden Planet,” which was
based, believe it or not, on Shake-
speare’s “The Tempest.”

The action happens on a planet

intellect.

Members of the expedition
wish to bring this AT back to
Earth, to harness its power for
humanity. But they are thwarted
by Dr. Morbius, a survivor of the
original Earthling expedition
who has been since marooned on
Altair IV (and who has used the
Krell’s device to double his own
brain power).

“Humanity is not yet ready to
receive such limitless power,”
Morbius observes, a warning that
resonates decades later.

‘We don’t have a superintelli-

gent Dr. Morbius to save us from
the harm that AT models might
do, rogue or otherwise. We can’t
even agree what those threats
mightbe.

‘We have alot of sharp minds
researching and writing about
cybersecurity. We have Al labs
and allied industries with tril-
lions of dollars in capital expen-
diture riding on the technology’s
potential to earn profits and
transform the economy.

‘We have the U.S. Congress,
which now feels the spur to Do
Something (which, at this point
seems to be the bipartisan AT Kill
Switch Act.) And we have a pres-
ident who — well, who can say
what his angle is in all this?

Somehow;, all these inter-
ests and capabilities need to
be balanced if we ever hope to
achieve a consensus about what
AT will and will not be allowed
todo.

Email Clarence Page at cptimee@
gmail.com.

Voice of the people

Grocery closures

The announced closure of the
Save-A-Lot store at 79th and
Halsted is yet another disap-
pointment for the residents of
Auburn Gresham’s 17th Ward.

This outcome raises serious
questions about the judgment
exercised by the local alderman
David Moore and the city’s plan-
ning and economic development
officials when they championed
this project.

Community members were
encouraged to believe that
the operator, Yellow Banana,
represented a transforma-
tional, Black-led investment in
the neighborhood. At numer-
ous public meetings, Michael
Nance served as the public face
of the venture through Yellow
Banana/127 Wall Holdings LLC
‘while Joe Canfield was widely
understood to be the company’s
principal executive and driving
force behind the enterprise.

The community was repeat-
edly assured that this leader-
ship team — and the credentials
they touted, including a Yale
Law education — would bring
the expertise and vision needed
to succeed where others had
struggled Those assurances have

t translated intoa

A Save-A-Lot grocery store recently closed by Yellow Banana sits empty
at 7904 S. Halsted St. on Wednesday in Chicago’s Auburn Gresham
neighborhood. BRIAN CASSELLA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

witnessed too many closures.
The community deserves better.
— Timothy “Tim” Thomas Jr.,
secretary of the 79th and Peoria
Block Club, Chicago

Witch hunt
Sen. Rand Paul ought to be

nexgjlborhood grocery store.

The reported passing of
Canfield has also been cited asa
significant factor in the compa-
ny’s decline, underscoring how
dependent the venture may have
been on a single individual.

For residents, however, the
reasons matter less than the
result. They are once again left
with fewer essential services in
acommunity thathas endured a
steady erosion of neighborhood
institutions.

Residents deserve more than
ribbon cuttings and optimistic
announcements. They deserve
leadership that performs mean-
ingful due diligence, asks difficult
questions before celebrating new
ventures, and delivers invest-
ments that can withstand the test
of time. Auburn Gresham has
heard too many promises and

h d of himself for bullying
Dr. Anthony Fauci in the commit-
tee hearing. Fauci invoked the
Fifth Amendment rather than
fall into Paul’s trap to incrim-
inate the epidemiologist in
the Republican-driven witch
hunt. Fauci worked tirelessly to
ameliorate the effects of COVID-
19 pandemic while President
Donald Trump rejected the seri-
ousness of the pandemic. Many
more people could have died had
Faucinot been at the helm.

— Michael Oakes, Chicago

Show trial
So, the latest entry in Repub-
licans’ desperate efforts to
keep control of Congress is The
Anthony Fauci Show Trial.
Typically, Trump was never as
interested in effectively coun-
tering COVID-19 as he was in
shifting or avoiding blame for it.

Those without first-term amne-
sia will remember examples like
Trump not wanting to allow U.S.
citizens to come ashore froma
cruise ship that had suffered a
COVID outbreak because allow-
ing them to return to their home
country would make his numbers
look bad. He suggested that there
should be less testing for COVID-
19 because testing increased

the case count. He promoted
quack cures for the disease that,
surely, cost lives as people were
diverted from actual remedies,
like vaccines.

Trump obsessed, and is likely
still obsessing about a malignant
Chinese origin for the coronavi-
rus. He claimed that the Chinese
were withholding information,
implying that the pandemic was
their fault. At that point, stopping
transmission of the virus was
much more important than its
home address was, but the latter
interested Trump far more than
the former did.

Ifthe Senate wants to inves-
tigate something about the
pandemic, I suggest that it follow
up on the congressional testi-
mony of Dr. Deborah Birx, who

led the White House COVID-19
response team. She estimated
that, because of things done and
not done by the Trump adminis-
tration, 130,000 Americans died
unnecessarily because of the
pandemic.

During or soon after the Fauci
Show Trial would be a good time
to rerun the House January 6th
hearings so people can see each
with a fresh memory of the other
and judge for themselves which
stands up better to the compar-

ison.
— Curt Fredrikson, Mokena

Cutting townships

Recent mailings from candi-
dates who will be on the ballot
in November claim that they
will work to lower property
taxes. Of course everyone wants
lower property taxes, but what is
missing is how that will happen.
Comments such as, “spend less,”
do not have any meaning when
specific areas of where to spend
less are never defined.

Andy Shaw’s recent article in
the July 28 Tribune, “The side
of Illinois Pritzker would rather
ignore”, speaks to the many units
of government in Illinois. Illinois
has the notoriety of having more
units of government than any
other state, and by a bunch! Each
unit of government layers more
taxes on our property tax bill.
Many of these units of govern-
ment, such as townships, predate
municipalities and are legacy
government units that are now
redundant.

If people running to represent
taxpayers are really serious about
lowering property taxes, it seems
they should be talking about
structural changes for Illinois.
Decreasing units of government
is alarge area to work on with
some low hanging units, such as
townships. This would not be
easy as each of these government
units are invested in staying as

they are and will claim import-
ant benefits for the community.
This type of structural reform
would really address waste and
inefficiency, and contribute to
long-term positive tax change.
Government unit reductions
deserve attention and candidates
should be addressing this issue
if they claim they want to lower
property taxes.

— Laura Davis, Inverness

Absurd

The July 30 Tribune edito-
rial describes the platform of the
Democratic Socialists as “absurd”
(“What do Democratic Social-
ists want? We took a look at their
platform”). Given some of the
ideas such as abolishing prisons
and defunding the Pentagon, that
seems like a reasonable argu-
ment.

But let’s look at what 77 million
Americans voted for two years
ago: A convicted felon and
sexual predator as president. The
pardoning of over 1,000 violent
criminals who attacked the
United States Congress. A Justice
Department with the primary
mission of getting revenge on
the president’s enemies, Armed,
masked troops in our cities
harassing and arresting contrib-
uting members of our commu-
nities based on their skin color
or ethnicity (and killing inno-
cent people). A Fox News host
running the Department of
Defense and mishandlinga war
that most of us did not want
and Congress did not approve.
An anti-vaxxer in charge of the
nation’s health. A campaign to
disenfranchise millions of voters.
The intimidation and harassment
of journalists and judges who do
not agree with the president.

It seems our current situa-
tionis just as “absurd”, or more
so, than what the socialists are
proposing.

— Sanford Stein, Evanston

For online-exclusive letters, go to www.chicagotribune.com/ letters.
Email your letter submissions, 400 words or less, to letters@chicago
tribune.com. Include your full name, address and phone number.
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Whatever this is in Iran, it isn't working

The problem
we face right
now is some-
thing well
beyond deals.

Gl

David French

The only thing worse than Presxdem
‘Trump starting an
is President Trump losing control of lhal

war.
On Wednesday, NBC News reported
that Trump “erupted” at members of his
national security team over the Iran War.
According to the report, his advisers
can't agree ona path forward. But how
could they? Every path to victory risks

the present course risks strategic defeat.

This was always the most likely out-
come. The president chose to takeona
much more powerful country than, say,
Saddam Hussein's Iraqin 2003, while
using far less force than we employed to
topple the Iraqgi government.

‘What did he expect would happen?

Oh right, we know. He thought he could
topple a vicious, deeply embedded au-
thoritarian regime witha few targeted
airstrikes and a fantasied popular upris-
ing. As he has said many times, he ex-
pected a version of his Venezuela out-
come, and when the Venezuela strategy
failed, if strategy is the word, there was
noreal Plan B — other than tobomb Iran
more and hope for capitulation.

In fact, we're planning to do that yet
again, Or maybe we're not.

On Friday, Trump said he was ordering
anew round of airstrikes, And what was

i You know at
Trumpsaid, “they're going to say, ‘We
just can't take it anymore. "

On Saturday, he'd changed his mind.
“We have just been asked by Iran, and
other Middle Eastern Countries, to hold
off any attack,” Trump said ina Truth
Social post.

“I have agreed,” he added, “for the
future benefit of the WORLD and, like-
wise, the survival of a successful and
prosperous Iran, to cancel the attack,
subject to being able to rapidly make a
DEAL"

Butthe: pmblem we Iace right nowis
ing well b Is. America

has been so powerful for so long that we
areaccustomed to being in control of
events. We start wars when we want and
— crucially — we believe that we can end
them when we want.

‘When I was in Iraq, a: h

walking a path toward a world war, and
noone — including the president of the

Iran. Ukraine said it did this because the
ship was carrying military equipment

United

incom-

war was, we knew it was contained. We

Consndef recent events. Not only does
rike American bases

ability to harm i ide of

+it ha

Russiaand China may be assisting
the Iranian military by providing satel-
lite imagery and other assistance that
renders Iranian missile and drone

Iraq. The same was true. in

part eg

. Reuters has also

once

Qxeda‘s slmngholds.

Th 1, ingi d

China is sending Iran

agetooiland gas laclhues and — —com-

hrulal and we can and should debate the
wisdom of both wars, But our great-
power rivals were largely absent.
There is nosuch thing as a safe war —
any war can spin out of control — but the
combination of American power, enemy
weakness and Russian and Chinese
resn'mm meant that Americans could

inthe the
chances of a catastrophic escalation were
extremely remote.

Thatis no longer the case. The world is

hundreds of surface-to-air missiles,

tothrow against Ukn:.\nlan lines,

Andofallthisis
the backdrop of two grim military reali-
ties for America. First, Iran has demon-
stmlad that American planes and

ship of jihadist withlittle
lasting effect. Iran has shown again and
again that it will expend the lives of its
citizens to retain power ortosecurea

more
attack than many of us. Amagmed Ttus

Infact,
seems (u relish slaughtenng the almosl

whodorise

level of damage
would have been unthinkable when I
wasin Iraq.

AlQaedahad nolong-range missile

up in protest.
Second, we're running out of inter-

bined with Ira; NATO reported last week that a ceptors, such as our Patriot antimissile

the Strait of Hurrnuz — are placing the Russian missile crossed the border and capahili(y, and not even Saddam Hus- systems, and other advanced muni-

world economy at risk. exploded (harmlessly, thank God) in sein, at the height of his powers before tions, While 1 don’t want to see a single
‘The Houthis have ememd the con- Polish territory. Several Russiandrones  Operation Deser( Storm, muld strike drone or missile penetrate our defenses

flict, intothe Red i aslran ican or allied target,

Sea, and now Saudi Arabiaisreportedly  of the Ukraine war, but first has si h rt of the war. 1also know that even a successful inter-

planning a| laxge-sm.le attack on Houthi known Russmn missile impact. Iran has taken grievous Iosses. in- cept can be a mini-defeat.

territory, il theuse f Russia, it isreportedly cluding much of it! But 1fyou" i $4 million weapon

of ground forces toattempt tobreak the  considering whether totry toreverse the crucial dxfference with lhe Umted that's difficult to manufacture to de-

Houthi shipping blockade. the fortunes of its war in Ukraine Statesis that the [ranian stroy a $35, can be easily

Ukraine struck an Iranian shipinthe  through which
Caspian Sea, the i of ‘would i
water that Russiaand new soldiers

doesn’t care about losses inmen or
matériel in the same way we do.
Both the United States and Israel

built al:cale it'sonly amatter of time

and

before your

FRENCH, PAGE I

The ways Hollywood keeps its secrets

‘Whispers

can fester for
years before
anyone faces
consequences.
And the tactics
celebrities use
to escape
scandal have
completely
changed.

Maureen Ryan

The allegamns of sexual misconduct

the Oscar winner Jared Leto
that came out on July 29 in a BBC
documentary were not a surprise to
some in Hollywood. This was another
case of, in certain circles, “everybody
knows," as the industry saying goes.
Yet that widespread knowledge has
been insufficient to produce meaning-
ful consequences.

Hollywood has always been a town
of dark rumors about the terrible,
often abusive behavior of some of its
most prominent citizens, many of
which turn out to be true. As a journal-
ist covering the entertainment busi-
ness, I've been made aware of these
“open secrets” constantly. But that
didn't mean [ could necessarily write
about them. There was an entire sys-
tem in place to keep the victims quiet
and keep any revelations out of the
public eye.

That familiar dynamic played out
when it comes to Mr. Leto. The BBC
documentary, titled *Jared Leto: Holly-
wood's Dark Secret,” delves into alle-
gations of misconduct involving the
actor and singer, building impressively
on 2025 reporting by Elena Clavarino
in AirMail — which Mr. Leto denied at
the time — and compiling more than
120 online allegations relating to har-
assment and sexual misconduct. The
documentary also depicts an array of
enablers: people who would make sure
teenage girls were brought backstage,
invited to after parties and escorted to

hotel rooms. The documentary paints
a damning portrait of a man who used
his Hollywood fame and rock-star
persona to initiate troubling physical
and verbal contact with women, most
very young, all powerless compared to
him.

Mr. Leto did not initially reply to the
BBC's inquiries and, once the docu-
mentary was released, he issued this
statement: “I have never sexually
assaulted anyone in my entire life.
These claims are absolutely and cate-
gorically false”

This response follows what’s now
become a familiar pattern. Once, a
celebrity might have issued an ag-
grieved or lengthy rebuttal or a stren-
uous apology, but a new playbook has
emerged. The blueprint is fairly con-
sistent, often undertaken in conjunc-
tion with a pricey array of law firms
and spin doctors in Hollywood: Ignore
everything, or stonewall with “no
comment.” Maybe deny the allegations
with a succinct sentence or two. Then
either unleash hell on a publication
and reporter in an attempt to quash
the reporting, or say nothing further
and wait for the scandal to pass.

Hollywood has an ignoble history of
covering up stars’ horrible behavior,
but in the wake of #MeToo, a new
well-oiled anti-accountability machine
has flourished. The shrinking array of
publications dedicated to covering
Hollywood are not only often in rough
financial shape but they're dependent
on celebrity coverage — so they’re
vulnerable to being intimidated by
threats of losing access to other celeb-
rities, or they're likely to be tempted
by enticing stories that will happen

only if the outlet agrees to play ball.
The new crisis-management play-
book involves simply riding out horri-
ble rumors and fostering a counternar-
rative that discounts reports as un-
truthful and unreliable. Law firms
persuade survivors to recant while PR
operatives muddy the waters online by

making efforts to “adjust the narrative
in real time," as one firm’s services
were described in documents from the
Blake Lively-Justin Baldoni case.
‘Thanks to years of reporting on
these topics, as well as writing a book

on power and complicity in Hollywood,

I'm all too familiar with these scenari-

os. | also appear onscreen in “Holly-
wood's Dark Secret” to explain some of
the power imbalances and abusive
dynamics that fester in high-profile
creative enterprises. When Alice Mc-
Shane, the director of the BBC film,
reached out to me, the queries she and
the lead reporter Jessica Sartenaer had
essentially boiled down to one big ques-
tion: If “everybody knew" about the
rumors about Leto, then why was noth-
ing ever done?

‘There are many answers to that
question, and here’s one honest one: |
don't know. No victimizer seems worthy
of the industry’s protection. No level of
artistic achievement makes putting up
with horrific behavior worthwhile, But
there are other reasons for this kind of
industrywide strategic apathy.

For over a century, almost all of the
incentive structures in the commercial
entertainment industries have allowed
patterns of misbehavior and rewarded
silence. Physical and mental abuse and
boundary-crossing, especially in men,
are tolerated as artistic passion and
creative exploration. If you're opposed
to someone's “passion” or their process
— if you don't celebrate how they move
through the world — then you just don’t
understand art. And when a lot of peo-
ple make a percentage off the earnings
of one famous individual, the capacity
for denial is vast.

Ona film or TV set or in a recording
studio, there are usually a few people
who have disproportionate power — a
star artist, a top producer, a big-name
director, a powerful executive. Holly-
wood has long had many ways to pun-
ish ar blacklist those who are brave
RYAN, PAGE 11
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Our extravagant way of speaking

John McWhorter

As time passes by, it can seem as if
people are ever more emphatic in how
they communicate. What was once a
single point now has to be

It wasn't the ‘Civil War! Try
the ‘Slaveholders’ Rebellion.

Anthony Conwright

Inawritten on thy

Dewey Decimal System shifted its
classification from “Rebellion, South-
ern”in 1876 to either the same termor
“Civil War” two decades later. [n 1895,
lhe Amentan Library Association

ry of Robert E. Lee’s surrender at Appo-
mattox, President Trump described the
Confederacy’s defeat in 1865 as the end
of “four brutal years of suﬁenng

Rather

treason or name slavery as the cause fur
whichit fought, Mr. Tru

readers looking up “Rebel-
lion” toinstead search “U.S. History,
Civil War." In 1907, Congress declared a
preference for “Civil War," too. To this
day, though, the U.S. Government Style
Manual lists Civil War, War of the Rebel-
lion and War Between the States as

ses Grant's remarks to the vanqlushed

apaper vestige of a hard-
(ough: linguistic. ban.le Oneisan

army: “The war |sover The

our countrymen again,
Rebranding rebel.l.wn isnothing new.

Americans takeit for granted that the

oneisaccu-
rale, the las! isalie.

American society’s use of Civil War to
rhetorically veil the slaveholders’ rebel-

(at least) two. Instead of just saying,
“It was insane,” someone will say, “It
was actually insane,” or, to the dismay
of many, “It was literally insane.”

‘Why can't we just tamp it down and
relax? The reason is that human con-
versation is not only about making
statements, but about making state-
ments worth your interlocutor’s atten-
tion. Our purpose is less to simply say,
“This," than it is to say, “Here, think
about this”

But as with anything designed to
make a noise, so to speak, the effect
wears off after time, like an old joke or
a song you get tired of. This means
that language is always drawing new
things into the churn to keep us sound-
ing urgent, committed. The linguist
Martin Haspelmath calls this “extrava-
gance,” where we operate according to
the maxim “Talk in such a way that
you will be noticed.”

The exclamation points are a classic
example. Decades ago I was briefly
under the impression that European
academics were quite fond of me, as
they would use an exclamation point
— aftermynamein

war between the C and lionh: there- We dorit emails. After a while
the Union 1 Civil fthe C "'-Con- S 1 realized that, for
War, but it was not. D warand their heirs helped speak just them, that exclama-
inits aftermath, it was primarily called regime of anti-Black violence by insti- to l‘}'l . tion point was a
an ion"ora ion.” Its tuting alegal sunny kind of polite-
current name is a result of decades of chisementand lynching. That is what We speak ness, a way of add-
lobbying hy Con(ederale heritage makes confronting how we refer tothe to be heard. ing a dash of enthu-
group: i Civil War a civicimperative. The danger siasm to a hello.
s image of rhetoric: ion lies notonly in Since then, some-

and ignoring‘ itsdi of the past, but alsoinits thing similar has happened to the
ing. ) p P future point in America. A sim-

AsMrTr alliestry to ple period now seems flat or even

i he Jan. 6,2021, i i ‘When Mr. Trump pardoned the Jan. 6

we should return to an older and far
more accurate name for the Civil War.

insurrectionists, he described them as
victims of a “grave national injustice,”

and

__ Weshouldonce framing their release asan act of “na-
I face thair. again callit the tional rec?ncxllaucm." It wasademon-
. Re- the poy
own history, bellion. Ifacountry  evasion have to rewrite acountry’s
Americans unquestioningly moral code, rendering treachery as
must be honest  adopts language justifis jotism. Jan.
about it. that obscures its simply “the events.”
bloodiest crimes to Yet Mr. Trump’s obfuscation of the
absolvetheirworst  insurrection could not erase the charac-
succes-  terofther hy hi bsol

how can

i thenew
assaults on democracy without deploy-
ing equally forgiving language?

Inthe war’s early years, the South's
rebelliousness was emphasized in part
asalegal necessnty Cungmss was un-

many of whom returned to criminal
enterprises following their pardon. In
February, Christopher Moynihan, who
was among those who breached police
barricades at the (‘apnol pleaded guilty

annoyed, while an exclamation point
conveys a smiling salute, a signal that
all is okay between you and the other
person. (“Be there soon!") This means
that to convey actual exclamation, we
now need two markers. (“Good
God!!") And I would not be surprised
if in another 20 years people are using
three.

This extravagance is behind much
of what can sound like jittery filler.
“Yeah, no" is a great example. First
person: “So moving that far out wasn't
50 bad after all, right?"” Second per-
son: “Yeah, no. We got a great house
cheap and finally some peace and
quiet.” The “no” does not contradict
the “yeah” but complements it. If that

derlining the p

authority to call forth the militia to sup-
press the Southern revolt. Butin the
decades after Lee’s surrender, Confeder-
ate heritage groups lobbied Congress,
educators and the broader public to
adopt aname for the war that avoided
calling the Southerners “rebels.”

The use of “Slaveholders’ Rebellion™
began early. Senator Samuel C. Pom-
eroy’s July 1861 bill to “suppress the

rebellion”

to char tening

tokill Hakeem Jefiries.

Enrique Tarrio was serving a 22-year
for his

had taken place a couple of
generations ago, the second person
would have just started with “yeah" in

role in the insurrection when he re-
ceived Mr.Tr only tobe

The added “no” agrees
with the first “yeah” even more ex-

arresteda’ mnnlh later al the Capitolon
charges of simpl

by denying the idea many
might have, that moving far out would

be a bad thing. “Yeah, no" is a stronger
version of “yeah.”

We get extravagant even in our
answers. “I know, right?" is what
happened when “I know" alone lost its
mojo. Fans of the old Britcom “Fawlty
Towers” will recall the episode where
Sybil is on the telephone and drives
Basil crazy by repeating “I know!” as
she listens to her friend. Today a Sybil
in that situation may well repeat “I
know, right?" The “right” gives “1
know” some new spark. It sounds
more connected, showing that you're
really listening. This is also what is
behind the uptick in people saying “100
percent!” as agreement,

In this vein, English is always and
forever seeking new ways of saying
“truly” in an emphatic, collar-clutching
manner. In the 1300s “very” was the
one to beat, but over time it lost its
semantic punch. The grammarian
Bryan Garner now judges that “in
almost every context in which it ap-
pears, its omission would result in at
most a negligible loss.” “Really” was an
attempt in the 15008 to create a new
“truly” with the word “real.” Time

passed, and now the word is pro-
nounced “rilly,” and the connection to
“real” comes out only in writing. Its
force is also kaput. “Oh, that was really
nice" serves almost as mere decora-
tion. And here we have why someone
today might say, “It was actually in-
sane”

Or, yes, “literally insane,” or “I was
literally dying of thirst so we stopped
at a 7-Eleven.” Because in this usage of
“literally” a scourge in the eyes of
many, we do not actually mean that we
were about to perish from clinical
dehydration. But words often have
contradictory meanings with no one
batting an eye. A chair is stuck fast to
the floor, but a rabbit runs fast. You
seed the ground and seed a watermel-
on — no one thinks you insert seeds
into your slice. The figurative use of
“literally” is never confusing. It's just
one more way of having a “truly” that
pops. “Literally” s like that kid that
everybody started picking on for no
real reason in fifth grade — why him?

The churn is eternal. “Irregardless”
is our attempt to give “regardless” a
shot in the arm. “Bye-bye” adds some

substance to what had become a lone
“Bye,” worn down over the centuries
from “God be with you" to “Goodbye”
to just “Bye."

If you know where to look, English is
full of fossils of the extravagance of
yesteryear. “Yes" started as “Yea." The
“s" at the end is a worn-down remnant
of what once meant “it is” — “Yes, it
is!” was an “I know, right?” for the
Dark Ages. And “yes" has been deco-
rated endlessly since. First “yessir"
and then the almost desperate-seem-
ing “yessiree,” and finally the goofy
mystery of “Yessireebob!” Anything to
keep “yes” popping.

Not long ago I heard someone prais-
ing my tween daughter’s new hair
color as “tuff.” OK, that one is weird to
me — but in the end, it's a more extrav-
agant way of saying “cool.” “Tuff” has a
bit of street in it and is also creative in
a diagonal sort of way — aesthetic
appeal as “tough.” “Cool,” after all, is a
tad elderly now to get the job done.

JOHN MCWHORTER is an associate profes-
sor of linguistics at Columbia Univer-
sity.

These pardons operate using the
same logic of rehabilitation once used
for the Confederacy, even if the conse-
quences have not registered on the

nbothi moral

stance. But was subject to
debate. One senator who later defected

“odium and

the label

launder

applied to rebe!s Mr Trump's use of

lar interest” — that is, slavery.

The world’s largest democracy gets a second chance

KOMIREDDI, FROM PAGE 1

to the Confederacy said it created “national reconciliation” in his pardon citizens was repatriated.
judi inst a particu- i Jan. 6, Instead, he has delivered a self-
2 and malevo-
Conventions shifted only decades and violent attempt Ameri- | lent Hindu-first regime, in which the

after the war, when white Southerners
and their representatives in Congress
collaborated to rewrite the history of the
conflict, In 1899, one group pushed to
expunge references to “rebellion” from
historical and public discussion of the
war. They preferred the misnomer “War
Between the States,” freeing the Confed-
eracy of the stigma of revolt. From 1905
to 1911, the campaign’s sympathizers in
Congress moved to strike “War of the
Rebellion” — the common name at the
time — from legislation. “Civil War”
became a compromise solution, mollify-
ing Confederate nostalgics while being
than

can democracy as acts of patriotism.
The lmguxsuc whllewashmg of the

wve become an entrenched
oligarchy thal controls vast resources
and is in of the

lured mythof Southern redempllan lt is
aritual of national forgetting, one in
which American society participates
every time we call the Slaveholders’
Rebellion against the United States the
Civil War. “Civil War” is noname for a
war waged by slaveholding traitors
against the United States to hold Black
Americans in human bondage. Now, 165
years since the war’s first shots, we
should be honest about how we hold its
memory.

War Between the States.
Other nomenclature followed. The

ANTHONY CONWRIGHT is working on his
first novel, “Speak, Blackness.”

economy. Joblessness is rife, espe-
cially among the young. The govern-
ment uses savagery against Muslims
and other religious minorities to dis-
tract a self-pitying Hindu majority
from the prime minister’s failure to
upgrade their standard of living, and
institutions indispensable to the health
of Indian democracy, such as Parlia-
ment, the judiciary and the press, sing
from Mr. Modi's hymn sheet.

The glorification of the prime min-
ister has become a pre-eminent pri-
ority of the state machinery. The
largest stadium in India is named
after him, rations to the poorest have
been doled out in bags bearing his
picture, officials compel students to
celebrate his birthday, and mass gath-
erings are organized for citizens to
listen to his radio broadcasts. A sense
of resignation overtook the general
public, which, disregarded by Mr.
Modi's overweening regime and failed
by an ineffective political opposition,
had convinced itself that he could not
be beaten in the polls.

Mr. Modi, now 75 years old, may
eventually accept that he is too out of
touch to lead the world’s largest youth
population and fade away. But,
wounded and weak, he may also be
more dangerous and unpredictable
than before and may seek to restore
his bruised authority. Reports are
emerging that the police, in violation
of assurances given by the govern-
ment to demonstrators, detained or
arrested students after the protests
‘wound down last month.

Either way, the man who once
claimed to be an “instrument for God,"
endowed with divine energy, has been
spectacularly humbled.

“I grew up being taught to venerate
him,” a young student told me on July
24 at a protest site in Delhi where
volunteers handed out food and water

and fanned strangers with pieces of
cardboard as crowds broke into
chants like, “Whenever Modi's filled
with fear, ‘Hindu-Muslim' is what
you'll hear!”

“But why should we be led by a man
who has so far not produced his diplo-
ma?” he added, referring to a long-
running controversy over university
diplomas that Mr. Modi's party has
released but whose authenticity is far
from settled.

The irony of Mr. Modi's disputed
academic credentials was not lost on
the student protesters.

For millions of young Indians, acing
the fiercely competitive entrance
exams for professional degree pro-
grams is a pathway to a life of dignity.
Families incur dehts, pawn jewelry or
mortgage their homes to pay for the
tutoring needed to prepare their chil-
dren.

But test questions for a range of
examinations are regularly leaked and
sold, upending the lives of students
who had spent grueling months pre-
paring. The breaking point came in
May, when the national medical school
entrance examination taken by more
than two million students was can-
celed and rescheduled because of a
breach. Some students took their own
lives upon learning they would have to
retake the exam.

The outrage intensified when In-
dia’s chief justice, in an unrelated
comment, likened unemployed young
people to “cockroaches,” giving the
protesters their symbol. The Cock-
roach Janta Party — a riff on Mr,
Modi’s ruling Bharatiya Janata Party
— was born. What began as a joke
became a vehicle for the rage of a
generation. Millions rallied around the
movement across the country, de-
mandmg the resignation of lndlas

‘minister and
for families of the students who died
by suicide. A Gandhian hunger strike
by a prominent activist and several

videos of police officers beating young
Indians during the largely peaceful
demonstrations in Delhi on July 20
exposed the lie. Mr. Modi slipped out of
Parliament that day under heavy
guard, his aura of indomitability tram-
pled in the melee.

Digitally connected youth-led move-
ments across South Asia have deposed

students

the
At first, the government ignored the
protesters; its myrmidons in the
media painted them as tools of foreign
forces seeking to destabilize India. But

ic regimes in Sri
Lanka, Bangladesh and Nepal in re-
cent years. Mr. Modi, despite the wors-
ening prospects for India’s young, had
largely dodged those currents. Now,

ARUSHEEE FALNAVEY RELITERS

his record is catching up with him.

The extraordinary events in India
this summer have revealed how deeply
the democratic habits promoted by the
nation’s founders have percolated.
Young Indians have handed the world's
largest democracy another chance at
survival.

KAPIL KOMIREDDI is an Indian journalist
and the author of “Malevolent Repub-
lic: A Short History of the New India.”
He is working on a global history of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.
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OPINION

Why do we tolerate Musk’s racist commentary?

Jamelle Bouie

“The Turner Diaries" is a work of
white supremacist agitprop. It pur-
ports to be the diary of a neo-Nazi
militant, Earl Turner, who is working to
overthrow the United States govern-
ment — or as the book calls it, “the
System” — through a group called “the
Organization.” Turner castigates “the
System” for promoting integration,
encouraging nonwhite immigration
and placing Jewish people, Black
Americans and other minorities in
positions of authority over whites.
Among other atrocities, the novel

describes nuclear attacks on predomi-
nantly Black cities, a Holocaust of
Jewish Americans, the total ethnic
cleansing of California, the subjugation
of women and the “Day of the Rope” —
a mass public lynching of white people
deemed “race traitors” for their rela-
tionships with nonwhites. The book's
epilogue describes a future after the
“Great Revolution” in which the former
United States is now an all-white,
utopian garrison state led by the Orga-
nization, which went on to export its

e g 5 5

worldwide.

The white power movement in the
United States, notes the histarian
Augusta Dell'Omo in “Saving Apart-
heid: White Internationalism at the
End of the Cold War,” "loaked to white
southern Africa for inspiration as it
planned for the coming ‘race war'"
‘This apocalyptic fantasy of racial
conflict in places such as Zimbabwe
and South Africa shaped “The Turner
Diaries” And in turn the novel, first
serialized in the pages of a white na-
tionalist periodical in 1975 and then
published as a stand-alone volume in
1978, became a touchstone for the
American and global far right.

“The Order,” a white supremacist
terrorist group responsible for three
killings, including the murder of the
Denver talk-radio host Alan Berg, took
its name from the book. And Timothy
McVeigh, who bombed the Murrah
Federal Building in Oklahoma City,

killing 188 people, carried passages
from the book on his person and once
sold the book at gun shows.

The ideas, images and language of
“The Turner Diaries” have long since
entered the gestalt of far-right ideol-
ogy. The book hovers there even when
it isn’t mentioned. In his manifesto, for
example, Dylann Roof — who mur-
dered nine people at the Mother Eman-
uel Church in Charleston, S.C. —
frames himself as a martyr and calls
on white Americans to fight a race war
against Black people.

Today, you don’t have to look far or
dig deep to see the ambient influence
of “The Turner Diaries” on the far
right. You need just to spend a little
time in the online world of the richest
man on the planet, Elon Musk (al-
though to be clear there is no direct
evidence that Musk has read the

— book).
The Musk of the
;!;::n::r mainstream media is
for wht he an enthusiastic, if
W awkward, technolo-

saysand does  gict industrialist and
there. That's  would-be govern-
not OK. ment reformer, as

seen in his now-

defunct Department
of Government Efficiency. But Musk
spends much of his time on X, his
social media website, where he ampli-
fies far-right accounts and shares his
own white nationalist, anti-immigrant
politics for all the world to see.

Over the past month in particular, he
has adopted the imagery of a recent
film, “Citizen Vigilante” in which the
actor Armie Hammer spends the run
time playing a Charles Bronson-esque
character who targets alleged crimi-
nals, framed mostly as Arab and Afri-
can migrants. Musk uses that imagery
to state his views about what must be
done to save Western civilization.

“Yes," replied Musk to an image of a
gun-toting Hammer clad in black with
the caption, “First the traitors then the
invaders.” He also shared a post from a
different user who explained that the
point of “Citizen Vigilante,” in which
the Hammer character “spends the
first half of the movie murdering white
people not migrants,” is that you must
*always hang a traitor before you hang
an enemy” Musk repeated this several
times, including in a post that simply
said, “Traitors before invaders.”

Recently, Musk again posted that we
must “Deal with traitors before invad-
ers” and then said a few days later that

“Anyone who apposes remigration is a
traitor”

“Remigration” is the call, from far-
right European political parties, to
forcibly remove nonwhite citizens to
their supposed countries of ong,‘n,

regardless of whether they are unm:-
born. It is

ma)unly-whue nations and, presum-
ably, as a warning to those who might
pollute the national bloodstream by
welcoming nonwhites into their lives
and into the country.
Musk's preeccupation with demo-
grnphlc “u'auars flows dlreclly from
with

aform o( ethnic cleansing and it is
envisioned as a response to the sup-
posed “Great Replacement” of white
Europeans with nonwhites, an idea
originating from a different work of
far-right fiction, “The Camp of the
Saints,” published in 1973.

As Musk sees it, opponents of remi-
gration are traitors to “the West.” And
as “traitors” their proper fate, accord-
ing to the logic of his posts, is to be
killed as punishment for their role in
the demographic transformation of

collapse,
which he frumes in terms of shrinking
European and white American birth-
rates, “White people are a rapidly
d.\mmlshmg minority of the global
" Musk wrote in

2025. “Low birth rate” he later said, “is
the number one threat to the West.
followed closely by migration. There
will be no West if this continues

One might even see his destruction
of the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development — responsible,
so far, for an estimated 700,000 deaths

JOULEX FOK THE NEW YORK THES

worldwide — as consistent with his
concern with falling white birthrates
relative to those in places such as
sub-Saharan Africa, where US.A.LD.
was active. After all, one way to secure
a future for Western children, in this
zero-sum view of the world, would be
to starve African ones.

Musk, it should be said, insists that
no one has died because of his cuts.

In a recent interview with The Econ-
omist, Musk denied that he was a
racist, even as he defended his far-
right views of immigration. “If you
have a large and growing, rapidly
growing group of people whose beliefs
are antithetical to Western beliefs, at
some point, there will be a reckoning,”
he said.

But those views, as we see, are
indistinguishable from what you would

find in “The Turner Diaries” With
hundreds of millions of followers on a
platform he personally controls, Musk
stands as the most prominent purvey-
or of far-right and ultranationalistic
rhetoric in the world. This is the same
Musk who is also busy leveraging his
vast wealth to shape that same world
in his own image.

And what is that image?

As Quinn Slobodian and Ben Tarnoff
show in their book “Muskism: A Guide
for the Perplexed,” an important part
of Musk’s vision is to see the world as
a compound, where “the horizons of
humankind” are shrunk “into the
defense of white fertility.” This in turn
is tied to a larger effort to liberate
humanity from the “woke mind virus”
that Musk sees as a self-destructive
tendency responsible for the “empa-
thy" that has led Western nations to
open their societies to others.

This too is little more than a restate-
ment of themes and ideas found in
“The Turner Diaries,” where the titular
character believes that whites have
been corrupted by a “Jewish-liberal-
democratic-egalitarian plague.” Slobo-
dian and Tarnoff observe that these
views are also downstream of Musk’s
upbringing in South Africa, where
apartheid leaders fretted over birth-
rates and the future of white society.

Musk's virulent racism and vicious,
disturbing views are no secret. He
does not hide them. They sit in plain
view, easily accessible on the social
media website he owns, where he does
everything he can to promote simi-
larly far-right and white supremacist
ideas.

If there is a question to ask, then, it
is this: Why does Musk get a pass?
Why do politicians, journalists and
commentators treat his far-right racist
radicalism as a sideshow rather than
the core of his political, ideological and
industrial project, seen in everything
from his deep support for Donald
Trump in the United States and Re-
store Britain in Britain to his decision
to construct a massive pollution-gen-
erating data center in predominantly
Black Memphis?

Musk spends a large part of his free
time fomenting violence and spread-
ing the same hateful ideology that
ted some of the deadliest shoot-
ings and attacks ever to happen on
American soil. It is that fact, and not
the cars he builds or the rockets he
launches, that ought to define his
place in public life.

Whatever this is in Iran, it isn't working

FRENCH, FROM PAGE 9
your skies are open to enemy attack.
The Tru ini; ion has put

Iranis region, Iran

and Ukrame are nskmgaface—oﬁ there
hat both Russiaand China

forward two contradictory messages —
that there's no shortage of missiles in
the American inventory and that the
shortage is Joe Biden's fault (because
he helped toarm Ukraine and launched
airstrikes against the Houthis).

The administration i: is certamly amng
asifour stocks of

are escalaung their. military commu»
ments, American
dwindling and Trump is raging.

I've often wondered what it was like to
bealive in the summer of 1914, much less
in 1938 and 1939. When did !

ill serious people in the
American government (whether they
have Trump’s ear is adifferent ques-
tion) and in allied governments across
the world.

But we can analyze the events and
trends of the moment, and right now all
the momentum is toward greater esca-

torealize that the world was on the brink
f ak up too

ilously low. We're engaged in ancn<
again, off-again conflict (Friday, on;
Saturday, off ) that has been filled with
unusual pauses,

Let’s put all this together: The initial
American strategy failed, the war with

frequently, and you look ridiculous —
like the Chicken Little of world war.
Speak up too late, and you live (if you
live) with bitter regret.

I'mnot trying to predict anything, and
I'hold out hope for de-escalation. I know

[ E——

lation. And cannot do
what Trump asks, which is to “just sit
back and relax” and trust that “it will all
work out wellinthe end.”

1donot think that world war isinev-
lmhle, nor do I think it is probable. But it
is more possible now than it has been at
any time since the end of the Cold War,
and the American government is led by
the worst rulers in the modern history of
the United States.

Congress, the only branch of govern-
ment that possesses the power tointer-
vene, has been prostrate before the
president. The threat of a primary loss is
allit takes to completely remove the
spine from a typical Republican mem-
ber of Congress.

It's often said that your average
American voter doesn’t really care that
‘much about foreign policy. In general,
that’s true — until there's a catastrophe.
‘When that happens, though, foreign
policy isn't just the main thing; it's the
only thing that truly matters.

Our future may depend in part on
American voters deciding to give Con-
gress aspinal transplant. But that re-
quires us to dosomething that democra-
cies have rarely, if ever, done success-
fully — see the catastrophe coming and
act decisively before a terrible war
swallows the world.

How Hollywood keeps its secrets

RYAN, FROM PAGE §

enough to speak out against them.
Truth tellers are often told they're
misreading their own experience, that
everyone else is cool with what's hap-
pening, and that they’ll never work
again if they talk.

The women interviewed in the Leto
documentary are, like the hundreds of
sources I've personally interacted
with, regular people who risked a lot
by coming forward. In my opinion,
they did not do it for money, attention
or acclaim — they often get the oppo-
site — but to try to prevent what they

don’t mean to disrespect those who
come forward via social media but it’s
much harder to ignore or dismiss a
documentary than an Instagram post.
Even when allegations come via
deeply reported pieces, another pat-
tern has became clear: Waiting out the
furor can actually work. Louis C.K's
sold-out comedy tours, Grammy win
and new Netflix special are all indica-
tions that a so-called cancellation
usually has a built-in expiration date.
PR people and powerful managers
often count on members of the public
havmg short attention spans and a

went through from to oth-
ers.

The truth is, a bombshell like the
BBC’s documentary should not be
necessary, as there were published
reports of Mr. Leto's sleazy behavior as
early as 2005. There’s also beena
steady stream of gossipy intimations
online and outright accusations in
social media posts. But that's precisely
why the BBC's work is so valuable. I

to give pi beloved

celebrities the benefit of the doubt.

Maybe the latest furor around Mr.
Leto will die down and he’ll land yet
another plum role. A 2027 tour for his
band, 30 Seconds to Mars, is already in
the works. As the media landscape has
become more perilous, the appetite for
this kind of contentious reporting has
seemed to fade.

It’s telling that it took a full-length

documentary from the BBC to deliver
what one hopes will be a clarion call
about an actor whom so many people
have already tried to raise the alarm
about. But take it from me, one of the
rare reporters to have done miscon-
duct reporting for many different kinds
of publications: Sometimes you need a
big legacy media brand to do a huge,
unimpeachable investigation (that
lawyers have vetted six ways from
Sunday) to finally make a difference.

Will it stick this time? Nobody
knows. This kind of reporting always
requires a leap of faith and the conse-
quences are never assured.

But “Hollywood's Dark Secret”
sends a timely, urgent message: Those
who think they have impunity should
not assume they’ll have it forever.

MAUREEN RYAN is a former TV critic and
the author of “Burn It Down: Power,
Complicity, and a Call for Change in
Hollywood.” She is working on a book
about “Battlestar Galactica.”
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Does Al Have a Fiduciary Duty?

How will we
regulate arti-
ficial intelli-
gence? Open-
Al's Sam
Altman wants
a global AI
regulator
much like the
International
Atomic  En-
ergy Agency.
Google’s Demis Hassabis likes
the Financial Industry Regula-
tory Authority model. An-
thropic’s Dario Amodei pre-
fers agency testing like the
Federal Aviation Administra-
tion. See the thread? Big gov-
ernment, big agencies, a lob-
byists’ paradise. University of
Tennessee law professor and
Instapundit blogger Glenn
Reynolds thinks the answer
may be plaintiffs’ lawyers.
‘Wait, what?

In February 2024, 14-year-
old Sewell Setzer III commit-
ted suicide after a virtual rela-
tionship with a chatbot named
Daenerys on Character.ai. His
mother filed a wrongful-death
lawsuit against the company
and Google that October.

The defense claimed that
output from chatbots is speech
protected by the First Amend-
ment. Not a bad argument. In
Brown v. Entertainment Mer-
chants Association (2011), the
Supreme Court ruled that
“video games

the loss of AI's speech protec-
tion. Can we control Al if its
output is protected speech?
In his recent book, “Seduc-
tive AL” Mr. Reynolds makes a
great argument for chathot
regulation: “Al personalities
and their owners should be
subjected to fiduciary duty
when they interact with us-
ers.” Fiduciary means a legal
responsibility to act in some-
one else’s best interests and

nored property rights and sold
ads right next to our posts. Is
it happening again? Palantir
CEO Alex Karp went on CNBC
complaining that “the basic
view among enterprises in this
country is T'm going to chillax,
waste my time with tokens, P'm
going to get no value and
they’re going to get my IP” ”
Meaning Al companies are har-

not for your own profit. How to regulate the
‘Why not a fiduciary duty for

all AI? My years on Wall Street new ted]ﬂ(’l"gy ? The

pounded into my head the answer may lie in the

power and sxmpllclty of ﬁdu- 1

ciary 1 & mn law.

OpenAl study noted 28% of AI

use is for “practical guidance.”
Now, according to MIT’s Sloan
School of Management, more
than half of U.S. and UK. adults
have asked AI for financial ad-
vice. A March study from Stan-
ford reveals (not quite breaking
news) that large language mod-
els are overly sycophantic, flat-
tering people-pleasers, likely to
help drive Al engagement. Not
very fiduciary!

1 spoke with Mr. Reynolds
about how to enable a fiduciary
wrapper. He said that if Al
“purports to have a relation-
ship of trust with you—legal
advice, psychotherapy, invest-
ment advice or whatever—it
should have to be treated as if
it was a person domg that.
Most learned have

ideas” and are protected
speech. But Al mimics humans,
and a child did commit suicide.
This January Google settled
the Setzer case. The company
couldn’t afford to lose and risk

3

essentially a fiduciary relation-
ship with their clients.”

There is a long history of
technology cutting corners.
eBay outsourced trust to its
customers. Social media ig-

vesting customers’ intellectual
property. Also not very fidu-
ciary. Anthropic has new busi-
ness lines like Claude Legal and
Claude Security competing
with their own customers. This
may drive some to cheaper
Chinese open-source Al mod-
els—not healthy either.

How do we make Al fidu-
ciary the law? Mr. Reynolds
suggests legislation or even
Federal Trade Commission
regulation: “But the more
likely way to go, honestly, is
the common-law method. Fi-
duciary rules are mostly a
common-law creation, We
could easily imagine a court
saying, ‘Look, you're giving
tens of thousands of people
advice about their love lives
or whatever, and if you've got
a hidden agenda that’s de-
signed to advance some cor-
porate goal—which you will—
that’s a breach of fiduciary

duty” That’s something you
could easily imagine a court
doing in the right case, and
the right case will come.”
Burning tokens is clearly one
of those corporate goals.

With fiduciary responsibil-
ity, Mr. Reynolds says, “I think
a lot of hidden agendas go
away. Advice has to be in the
client’s best interest, not mo-
tivated by a desire to run up
the bill.”

Won't politics interfere?
“The thing I like about plain-
tiffs’ lawyers as enforcers is,
unlike a government agency
which is subject to capture
politically, they’re a distrib-
uted force, and mostly driven
by the desire to walk away
with big fat payoffs,” says Mr.
Reynolds. Sad but true.

It’s starting. In March,
OpenAl was sued by Nippon
Life Insurance for practicing
law without a license. Last
month OpenAl was sued for
the “unauthorized practice of
medicine” by a Florida pastor
seeking advice for a

BOOKSHELF | By Judge Glock

A Wrench
In the System

The Time Tax

By Annie Lowrey
Ecco, 352 pages, $32

few decades ago, the internet made people optimistic

about an end to paperwork. The Government Paperwork

Elimination Act of 1998 encouraged a move to online
forms, which many hoped would drastically reduce the time
required to fill them out.

Yet today government paperwork is an ever-weightier
millstone around the public’s neck. The same tools that
made filling out forms easier have made politicians and
bureaucrats more adept at creating more paperwork.

Annie Lowrey, a staff writer at the Atlantic, chronicles the
growing burdens of government paperwork in “The Time
Tax,” bringing verve to a dry topic even if she often veers
into general complaints about American hard-heartedness.
Ms. Lowrey argues that a vastly expanded and more gener-
ous federal government could reduce both inequality and the
paperwork burden. That seems unlikely.

The scale of government paperwork is nearly impossible
to convey and even harder to believe. The government esti-
mates, and most likely under-

embolism. Al output is defer-
ent from Google searches. Or
influencer videos.

I'm no fan of trial lawyers
but, like it or not, OpenAl, An-
thropic, Google, xAl, Meta and
perhaps every Chinese open-
weight Al model may already be
covered by common-law fidu-
ciary responsibility. We're a few
court cases away from finding
out. They need to start acting
that way or their trillion-dollar
valuations may become a target
much larger than the tobacco
companies in the 1990s.

Write to kessler@wsj.com.

The Islamist Threat Isn t Only Terrorism

By Lorenzo Vidino

he Trump administra-
T tion has shown a strong

commitment to combat-
ing political Islam, a clear
break from previous adminis-
trations. For years, Washing-
ton has neglected the Islamist
threat by using a divided and
simplistic approach. Since
9/11, resources have been allo-
cated to pursuing groups des-
ignated as terrorists, like ISIS
and al Qaeda. Islamist organi-
zations that adopted mostly
nonviolent tactics and weren’t
formally blacklisted—like the
Muslim Brotherhood—fell un-
der no agency’s remit and
‘were largely ignored.

Groups try to push
their agenda through
polities, schools and
grassroots activism.

A branch of the Musl|

yearlong effort that included
Britain’s security services as

well as agencies focused on ed-
ucation, integration and
communications.

The French government
took the same approach. The
report it released last year
concluded that “the reality of
this threat, even if it is long
term and does not involve vio-
lent action, poses a risk of
damage to the fabric of society

This security-based view of
Islamism misses the mark. The
challenge is more complex
than a terrorism threat. In
both the Middle East and the
Western world, political Is-
lam—with the Muslim Brother-
hood its main proponent—op-
erates in many arenas,
including politics, education
and grassroots activism.

‘Washington’s European
partners have long known this.
Several European governments
have correctly analyzed the so-
cietal challenge posed by Isla-
mism. In 2014 Britain’s Prime
Minister David Cameron or-
dered a government review of
the Muslim Brotherhood, a

and r institutions.”

Germany’s security services
have written in their annual
reports that “legalistic Isla-
mist groups”—a term Berlin
uses for organizations like the
Brotherhood that don’t di-
rectly engage in violence—
“represent an especial threat
to the internal cohesion of our
society,” and that their en-
deavors “run counter to the
efforts undertaken by the fed-
eral administration . . . to in-
tegrate immigrants.”

These European countries
haven’t designated the Mus-
lim Brotherhood a terrorist
organization, but they have a
clear-eyed view of the threats
the group and its fellow trav-
elers pose.

Brotherhood in Amman, Jordan.

The Trump administration
this year designated as terror-
ist organizations four
branches of the Muslim Broth-
erhood—in Egypt, Jordan,
Lebanon and Sudan—which
the U.S. concluded have en-
gaged in direct violence. This
marks a break from the past
and a first for the West.

Even if properly imple-
mented, these terrorism des-
ignations won’t magically de-
feat Islamism. A first step in
that direction is a drastic
philosophical shift in how the
U.S. government and Ameri-
can public understand the
challenges posed by political
Islam and how it exists on
many fronts.

This begins with correcting
the dearth of knowledge inside
the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation and other U.S. govern-
ment agencies about the
Brotherhood and Islamism in
general. Save for the years im-
mediately after Sept. 11, 2001,
there has been no concerted
effort within U.S. law-enforce-
ment and policy communities
to acquire a deep institutional
understanding of Islamist net-
works worldwide.

A particular lack of under-
standing exists on how Isla-
mists are using the American
political and educational sys-
tems to advance their aims—
cdynamics that have become ap-
parent in the past few years.
‘While some of these dynamics
aren’t, fortunately, as advanced
as in European countries,

2 there’s no question that Isla-

~ S mist actors are funding politi-
e > ca!ly aligned candidates in U.S.

Zelections nationwide. By the
same token, recent inquiries
have uncovered how foreign
governments, including Qatar,
are funding American universi-
ties with the aim of influencing
how the Middle East is taught,
often through an Islamist lens.

Filling the knowledge gap in
these areas is crucial if the
Trump administration wants to
combat Islamism. That means
engaging diverse audiences at
the national and local levels.
The engagement should in-
clude FBI field offices, which
need to be reoriented to in-
clude Islamism as one of their
targets; local educational au-
thorities that have given school
vouchers to K12 Islamist
schools that preach hatred of
America and Jews; immigra-
tion officials who give visas to
Islamist imams promoting hate
and exclusion and universities
that accept foreign donations
to host Islamist-leaning schol-
ars and events.

Mr. Vidino is founder and
director of the Program on Ex-
tremism at George Washing-
ton University.

Mary Anastasia O'Grady is
away.

NCAA Pushes Congress to Gut Title IX

By Kim Jones

he National Collegiate

Athletic  Association

presents the Protect Col-
lege Sports Act as a solution to
a host of problems: disarray in
college football, conference re-
alignment and name-image-
and-likeness payments to col-
lege athletes. What the NCAA
and its lobbyists aren’t telling
anyone is that the PCSA is a
Trojan horse for men in
women’s college sports.

The NCAA violated Title IX
by making Lia (né William)
Thomas, CeCé Telfer, Blaire
Fleming, Sadie Schreiner and
other men eligible to win NCAA
women'’s titles and awards, join
women’s teams, and enter
women’s locker rooms. In re-
sponse to these violations of
federal law, my organization,
the Independent Council on
‘Women’s Sports, is financially
supporting three federal law-
suits filed in 2024 and 2025
against the NCAA and its mem-
ber conferences and schools on

behalf of dozens of female ath-
letes, including Riley Gaines and
Brooke Slusser, as well as fe-
male Olympians and American
record holders.

The PCSA’s overly broad ex-
emption would short-circuit
these lawsuits and halt efforts

exemption from federal law, au-
thorizing the NCAA to harm
countless female college ath-
letes—past, current and future.
The PCSA exemption would gut
the impact of Title IX in
women’s college sports, even
erasing the need for the NCAA

to hold the NCAA accountable to continue to adhere to Presi-

dent Trump’s executive order,

. . which d the NCAA to

A bill would free the  modify its eligibility policy for
. as . 1ss men in women’s sports.

association of liability ™ (011 undo important as-

for forcing women to
compete against men.

under Title IX. By exempting
all NCAA eligibility decisions,
the bill would shield the NCAA
from liability for past and fu-
ture eligibility decisions that
violate Title IX.

Given the NCAA’s longstand-
ing and defiant disregard for
the rights of female athletes, it
isn’t surprising that the associ-
ation’s lobbyists have slipped
into the PCSA an overly broad

pects of the Supreme Court’s
recent decision in West Vir-
ginia v. B.P.J, which upheld
state protections for women
and girls in school sports, in-
cluding college sports. The
PCSA would exempt the NCAA
from accountability under
state laws in 27 states, and
from measures on the ballot in
several others, which specifi-
cally address eligibility for
women’s sports teams in col-
lege. These state laws became
necessary because the NCAA
and its member institutions
were violating Title IX.

No one should think the
NCAA can be trusted on the is-
sue of men in women’s college
sports. Even today, the NCAA
permits member schools to al-
low men on women’s teams,
and the association’s revised
policy allows men to define
themselves as women and use
women’s locker rooms.

More than 80% of the public
believes men shouldn’t be al-
Jowed to compete in women’s
sports. Female athletes de-
serve the full protections of Ti-
tle IX. Regardless of how
pressing other issues in college
sports may be, neither the
president, Congress nor the
public should accept a measure
that would harm female ath-
letes for decades to come.
Solve football, solve NIL, but
don’t exempt the NCAA from
Title IX and state law.

Ms. Jones is a co-found

estimates, that Americans
spend about 12 billion hours a
year on federal paperwork.

That’s the equivalent of almost

6 million full-time employees

working year-round filling

out forms. If the time spent

was paid at prevailing wages,

the paperwork would cost

$430 billion a year. And that's

Jjust federal paperwork: These

costs don't include state and

local forms.

There are many kinds of

government paperwork, but
“The Time Tax” focuses on those
needed to access government benefits. Ms. Lowrey high-
lights the inept and baffling design of many of these pro-
grams. In California, for instance, low-income residents can
obtain a state identification card at a reduced price, but
first they must set up an appointment and share extensive
information with a “qualified verifier of income,” who will
then prepare the documents that must be taken to the local
DMV—all to save $45.

The book’s complaints about paperwork sometimes
shift into the demand that the government remove any
roadblocks to benefits or checks on eligibility. Ms. Lowrey’s
previous book was “Give People Money” (2018), and much
of this one is a lament that the government does not do
more of that. The author is angered by student loans,
which take time and paperwork to repay and which she
would replace with direct grants. The loans, she says, “feel
like a burden, rather than an investment.” What taxpayers
would feel about paying more for these students is not
discussed.

The Covid-19 pandemic led to a vast reduction in the
paperwork needed to access benefits. It was, in many ways,
an instantiation of the book’s goals. States were barred
from dropping beneficiaries from Medicaid or requiring
them to reapply, unemployment insurance became easier
to access and retain, and states stopped requiring certain
interviews for SNAP food benefits.

Despite evidence to the contrary, Ms. Lowrey argues that
the reduction in oversight during the pandemic “did not
lead to a surge in mispayments or fraud.” She notes that
the proportion of food stamps that were overpayments
went up by only about 60%. “Researchers attribute the
increase to confusion,” she insists, “rather than deceit.”
Some readers might find that increase alarming whatever
the reason.

Americans spend about 12 billion hours a year
on federal paperwork. The programs that
require such forms are often ineptly designed.

The book does mention that the federal tax system
demands an immense amount of citizens’ time: 7 billion
hours. It does not connect that number to the earlier state-
ment about the total federal paperwork burden. If it did,
it would have to note that nearly 60% of the federal “time
tax” is from actual taxes. Despite the importance of tax
paperwork, Ms. Lowrey’s examination of the subject takes
up only a few pages in the book.

Regulations on businesses, the next largest source of
paperwork, go almost entirely undiscussed. The book says
it does not deal with agencies that “scarcely interact with
the American public, even as they work on its behalf.” It
therefore does not deal with “offices focused on banks,
farms, unions, markets, land use, and trade. No need to
worry about the Public Company Accounting Oversight
Board.” In fact, the American public includes bankers,
farmers, workers, traders, builders and accountants, who
together spend billions of hours interacting with the gov-
ernment through filling out forms.

Ms. Lowrey argues that government could do much more
of this paperwork internally and thus save citizens’ time.
She cites the Direct File system, which helped people fill
out their taxes, and which saved taxpayers $6 million on
tax preparation fees in 2024. “Alas, Republicans shuttered
the initiative.” And to those who argue against the ability
of the government to do such work efficiently, she points
to the U.S. Postal Service, which she says operates with
“efficiency and equity” and is “magic” in its ability to
serve Americans.

Yet these government programs only shift burdens, they
don’t reduce them. The Direct File system cost tens of mil-
lions to operate, far more than its savings to customers.
The Postal Service lost $9 billion in 2025 and, until it
stopped paying into its retirement fund, expected to run
out of money by 2027. In these cases, as in others, the gov-
ernment can only perform more services by levying more
taxes, which further increases paperwork.

The simplest solution to excess paperwork would be for
the government to do less: fewer regulations, fewer taxes
and fewer benefits. Since many benefits are given to the
same people who are paying taxes, cutting both could
reduce paperwork without any loss of income.

Instead, “The Time Tax” argues that more benefits, the
inevitably higher taxes that accompany them, and a bigger,
more centralized government would be the best means to
reduce paperwork. The whole history of America, as well

sense, otherwise.

of the Independent Council on
Women’s Sports. She was an
All-American in tennis at
Stanford.

Mr. Glock is director of research at the Manhattan Insti-
tute and author of “The Dead Pledge: The Origins of the
Mortgage Market and Federal Bailouts, 1913-1939.”
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Trump’s Latest Iran ‘DEAL’

friend quipped the other day that Presi-

dent Trump truly deserves the Nobel

Peace Prize because he has already
ended the Iran war eight

also keeps the American public unsure of what
his war aims are or how he hopes to achieve
them. No wonder the polls show voters have

soured on the war. If Mr.

times. Will the ninth time be He again calls off the Trump did restart the bomb-
the charm after his latest deci- milits - . ing, it isn’t even clear what his
sion to call off a military esca- tary ESLdlflth he strategic purpose would be,
lation insearch of adeal with ~ threatened, with little  other than hoping that it
the revolutionary regime? detail disclosed. would cause the regime to sign

“We have just been asked by
Iran, and other Middle Eastern
Countries, to hold off any attack
in that the perimeters of a deal has been agreed
to,” Mr. Trump posted at 10:05 p.m. on Saturday.
He added that this includes “Immediate, Com-
plete, and Total” opening of the Strait of Hormuz
and an end to Iran’s nuclear program.

M. Trump offered no other details. It also
isn’t clear how this miraculous turn of events
happened so quickly after Mr. Trump had been
building all week to a military response. Journal
reporters said Friday Mr. Trump had made a de-
cision to escalate.

Saudi Arabia’s national news agency re-
ported that Crown Prince Mohammed bin Sal-
man had asked Mr. Trump to stand down, per-
haps fearful that its oil facilities and tankers
would become a target of Iran in the Gulf and
Iran’s Houthi proxy in the Red Sea. If that’s true,
it’s another sign that Iran now has escalation
dominance in this conflict.

Iran hasn’t said much as we write this, and
leaks from negotiators suggest the familiar con-
fusing intercessions from Oman and Qatar. It
seems unlikely that Iran has agreed to much on
its nuclear program after the June 17 memoran-
dum of understanding (MOU) offered little in
the way of concessions.

As for the Strait, Mr. Trump’s latest threats
of escalation followed Iran’s attacks on shipping
that tried to pass without its permission—as
well as an unprovoked missile attack last week
ona U.S. base in Jordan.

By now it’s clear that this up and down, back
and forth, from war of annihilation to peace in
our time is Mr. Trump’s chaotic way of war. He
may think it keeps the enemy guessing, but it

what he calls a “DEAL.”

It’s been clear since Mr.
Trump agreed to a cease-fire
in April that he wants out of the war. He’s wor-
ried about the impact on the economy from
higher oil prices, or, as he memorably put it, be-
coming the next Herbert Hoover. He also wants
lower gas prices going into the midterm elec-
tion, especially as his approval rating falls be-
low Joe Biden’s and Barack Obama’s at a compa-
rable period in their terms.

Iran’s regime knows signals of weakness
when it hears them. It interpreted the poorly
drafted MOU as an opening to let it control the
Strait and has kept taunting Mr. Trump with at-
tacks on U.S. allies and bases. Mr. Trump lashes
out with a tit-for-tat bombing response that so
far hasn’t caused Iran to bend.

Iran also knows Mr. Trump is surrounded by
advisers who didn’t want the President to attack
Iran at all and now want the conflict over on
nearly any available terms. His aides think the
cost of further fighting is higher than the dam-
age to U.S. (and Mr. Trump’s) credibility from
a cease-fire that cedes the initiative in the Gulf
to Iran. The death of Sen. Lindsey Graham re-
moved a rare hawkish counselor.

Has Iran now finally agreed to terms that can
plausibly be called a U.S. victory, as Mr. Trump’s
Truth Social post suggested? Recall that when
the MOU was signed, Mr. Trump’s negotiators
hailed the result, and claimed the regime had
turned a “new leaf,” as Vice President JD Vance
put it, and wanted to become a “normal coun-
try,” despite 47 years of promoting terror and
regional revolution.

As ever, it pays to watch what Iran does, not
what the regime and Mr. Trump say it will do.

The Public Pension AI Boom

resident Trump and Bernie Sanders have

argued for the government taking equity

stakes in Al companies to ensure the
public benefits. A new report
by the Equable Institute on
the state of government pen-
sions shows that the taxpay-
ers and public workers are al-
ready profiting plenty from
the AI market boom.

The tech-heavy Nasdaq has had its down
days of late amid concerns about economic
collateral damage from the Iran war. Yet the
economy is proving to be remarkably resilient
in large part thanks to an Al investment boom.
Optimism about AI has helped push the Nas-
daq up 21% over the last year and 71% over the
last five years.

The rising Al tide is lifting many non-tech
company boats, including GE Vernova (up 49%
in 12 months) and Caterpillar (89%), which make
turbines for natural-gas plants that power Al data
centers. The market boom has also boosted the
funding ratios of government pension funds,
which Equable estimates hit 85% nationwide this
year—the highest since 2007.

Equable estimates that about 8% to 10% of gov-
ernment pension funds are invested in a basket
of 51 publicly traded Al-related companies. This
doesn’t include investments in privately managed

An Equable study shows
how the market is

already helping workers.

funds that own stakes in private Al companies like
OpenAl and Anthropic. While Al is yielding tre-
mendous returns for pen_sion funds, it also bears

a warning.

Strong investment returns
have alleviated financial pres-
sure on state and local govern-
ments since taxpayers pay
most of the bill for public
worker pensions. Government
employers contribute about 31.8 cents for every
dollar that workers earn in compensation to-
ward their pensions—triple the amount in 2001
Taxpayers would have to pony up even more if
not for the Al boom.

Therein also lies the risk. Some AI company
valuations may be stretched in the current
boom and could be in for a correction. Govern-
ment policies that seek to slow Al—e.g., robot
taxes and data-center moratoriums—could
truncate the boom. In that case, taxpayers
would be stuck paying much bigger pension
bills, which could force worker layoffs as hap-
pened after the 2008-09 meltdown.

It would be better for governments to move
workers to 401(k)-style plans that reduce the
risk for taxpayers and give public workers a di-
rect stake in the success of Al and other compa-
nies. Maybe then government unions wouldn’t
be as hostile to private business.

How Green Policies Fuel Fires In Europe

ires have been wreaking havoc across

France and Spain, as they often do when

conditions are dry and wind is high. But
it wouldn’t be a weather-re-
lated tragedy these days if
someone didn’t blame climate
change. The tragic irony is
that Europe’s environmental
policies are making such wild-
fires more likely and more
devastating.

Under its Green Deal and related policies, the
European Union is designating 30% of the conti-
nent as nature-protected by 2030. Goals include
increasing the amount of deadwood and the
density of tree cover in forests. Whatever their
environmental merit, such measures increase
the amount of highly flammable fuel for fires,
make it easier for blazes to spread and harder
to extinguish.

The EU also wants at least a third of this pro-
tected land to fall under “strict protection,”
which means it will be left “essentially undis-
turbed from human pressures and threats,” ac-
cording to European Commission guidance. It
allows for some natural disaster prevention
measures, but only “when such activities are
compatible with the conservation objectives of
the areas on the basis of a case-by-case assess-
ment,” the guidance says.

Ranchers and farmers in Spain and France
have historically managed their land to mitigate
the risk of megafires. But the EU’s regulations
have made it harder for small farms to survive
across Europe, accelerating a rural exodus. Red
tape often hinders those who remain from car-
rying out preventive actions like controlled
burns.

“Environmental legislation has not been
based on the science of ecology, or on forestry,”
says Victor Resco de Dios, a professor of for-

Burned areas are
disproportionately

nature-protected lands.

estry at the University of Lleida in Spain. “T
think it’s been based on ideology, on a Walt Dis-
ney view of the world with Bambi, where you
see human beings as inher-
ently bad” for the environ-
ment. But “when you remove
humans out of it, what hap-
pens is you get more fuel, and
then you get worse fires.”

In a paper last year for the
Journal of Environmental Management, M.
Resco de Dios and co-authors looked at fires in
the temperate forests of southwestern Europe,
including Spain, France and Portugal. They
found that protected areas constitute 38% of
the forest land but 55% of the burned area in
recent fires.

They also reported that in Australia, Califor-
nia and southwestern Europe, fires burned
more intensely on protected lands, which makes
them more dangerous to nearby residents and
more damaging to natural habitats. This ex-
plains some of the fires that have done so much
damage in recent years to residential areas in
the American West.

The European Forest Fire Information Sys-
tem publishes maps and data, updated daily, on
the current blazes. They show considerable
overlap between the protected nature areas in
Spain and France and the wildfires. That sug-
gests in addition to the vagaries of weather, a
policy failure.

Blaming climate change is the default expla-
nation these days for any natural disaster, but
Europe’s costly solutions will make little differ-
ence to global temperatures. Better forest man-
agement and fire prevention can make a differ-
ence, however. And they would reduce the CO2
emissions from fires that now overwhelm much
of the reduction from electric vehicles or other
climate nostrums.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The Math on AI Works Out Real Well for You

Mark Zuckerberg echoes Adam
Smith when he argues in his op-ed “The
Al Future Is for Everyone” (July 29) for
decentralized control over the means of
producing Al to unleash innovation. He
is right, and moves by the government
to limit Al are creating one of the
greatest dangers to its societal value:
underinvestment. Skeptics may grum-
ble about a bubble, but capital outlay is
reckless only if it fails to earn its keep.
The relevant question is what these in-
vestments are actually worth to society.

The five largest technology firms
are expected to invest about $900 bil-
lion in AT from 2025 to 2027. Consider
the possible social value. If Al raises
the permanent level of gross domestic
product by only 1%—about $330 bil-
lion a year—that perpetual stream,
discounted at the federal government’s
preferred 3% rate, would be worth
roughly $11 trillion, more than 12
times as much as the capital invested.

AT’s positive effects extend to con-
sumer gains beyond purchases and
nonmarket goods, too, which are left
out of GDP. Chief among those is
health, arguably the most valuable of
all goods. University of Chicago econo-
mists estimate that the longevity
gains Americans enjoyed over the
20th century were worth about as
much as the entire growth in GDP
across that century. So suppose Al de-
livers a modest 1% increase in U.S. life
expectancy through better diagnosis
and treatment. By the government’s

own cost-benefit methods, that is
worth about $140 trillion.

The usual objection to Al is a fear of
layoffs. But our workforce has grown
through past productivity revolutions.
Agricultural economies of the past were
plagued by malnutrition; today the
roughly 1% of U.S. workers in agricul-
ture are productive enough to make us
obese. That staggering leap in produc-
tivity didn’t yield a 99% unemployment
rate—it freed labor to build everything
else. Likewise, the automation of manu-
facturing, a sector in the U.S. now un-
der 10% of national GDP, turned devel-
oped nations into service economies
while the workforce expanded as
women entered it in large numbers. Al
may even raise employment within a
given industry, since higher productiv-
ity lowers prices, lifting demand for
more labor: Uber added far more driv-
ers than it cut dispatchers.

Even tiny gains from Al produce so-
cial benefits that swamp a $900 billion
investment. Curtailing the boom and
the data centers behind it—as New York
recently did—is misguided. Would you
rather live a poorer, shorter life without
Al or a longer, richer one with it?

TomAs PHILIPSON
CHICAGO

Mr. Philipson served as a member
and acting chairman of the White
House Council of Economic Advisers
from 2017-20 and sits on the Eco-
nomic Advisory Board of Anthropic.

Why Won’t the Government Let Us Help Kids?

Jason Riley is right when he ar-
gues in “The Answer to the Academic
Achievement Gap Is Obvious” (Up-
ward Mobility, July 29) that charter-
school critics are wrong. I founded an
all-boys charter school in 2021, with
the goal of helping black boys who
basically stopped learning during
Covid shutdowns. Their lives were at
risk of being ruined or lost.

We now have about 100 students,
and we don’t cherry-pick families.
They find us, not the other way
around. Our students excel because
we treat them differently. They’re ad-
dressed as “Mr.” and their last name.
They’re held to higher personal and
academic standards. The typical stu-
dent gains between two to four years
in reading level each year.

Despite our positive effect, we're
held hostage by politics. During the
state budget impasse last year, we
couldn’t make payroll. We couldn’t
pay teachers or provide lunch for the
boys. We were only saved by a grant
from Black Pastors United for Educa-
tion. We've avoided that specific trib-
ulation this year, but the state legis-
lature still tried and failed to cut
charter-school funding. We fear every
year may be our last.

Our school gives boys the stability
they need to thrive. Why won’t our
elected leaders give charter schools
the stability we need to help more
children?

REV. DARRYL CANADY
LIFE Male STEAM Academy
Pittsburgh

U.S. Treasury Is Helping Venezuela Rebuild

Kejal Vyas and Ryan Dubé capture
the scale of Venezuela’s reconstruc-
tion challenge in “U.S. Faces a Quag-
mire in Venezuela” (World News,
July 20). However, reconstruction de-
pends not only on the availability of
capital. It also depends on whether
that capital can move into Venezuela.

On July 27, the U.S. Treasury took
an important step toward reconnect-
ing Venezuela to the U.S. financial
system. It issued an enforcement
policy designed to give U.S. financial
institutions greater confidence to
support Venezuela-related activities
authorized by the Office of Foreign
Assets Control. Subject to the pol-
icy’s conditions, the Financial Crimes
Enforcement Network will generally

The Smithsonian and Burke

Regarding William Galston’s "Trump
Has a Point About the Smithsonian”
(Politics & Ideas, July 29): Having fol-
lowed the reporting on the politically
correct Smithsonian Director Anthea
Hartig, I shouldn’t have been surprised
by the quote of her views on her pro-
fession: “History as a practice . . . is for
me a prime tool of social justice.” How
does that comport with a historian’s
overarching responsibility—paraphras-
ing Edmund Burke—to the dead, the
living and the yet unborn? Ms. Hartig’s
focus on the “presentism” of social jus-
tice must surely disqualify her for the
role of Smithsonian director. Better she
ply her trade as a Democratic socialist
community organizer.

StepHEN C. KINNAMAN
Chappell Hill, Texas

Thanks to the Billionaires

I loved Rob Arnott’s op-ed “Thank
You for Your Success, He Said” (July
29). He said what I have said: Thank
God for people like Jeff Bezos, Bill
Gates, Elon Musk and everyone who
has brought us technology to im-
prove our lives. I grew up with tele-
phone party lines in the ’60s, snail
mail and reading physical newspa-
pers, books and magazines. There
were no cellphones, no computers. I
never begrudge anyone who is a
millionaire or billionaire his
money—he or she has developed vi-
tal products for the masses.

MaTiva KANTZAVELOS
Morton Grove, IIl.

Letters intended for publication should

iled to wsj.ltrs@wsj.com. Please

ity, state and telephone

All letters are subject to

editing, and unpublished letters cannot
be acknowledged.

refrain from taking supervisory or
enforcement action when U.S. finan-
cial institutions provide authorized
Venezuela-related services and make
reasonable efforts to comply with
U.S. anti-money-laundering require-
ments. This matters because even
when the U.S. government permits a
transaction, banks usually still refuse
to process it because of the compli-
ance risks associated with jurisdic-
tions considered high risk.

Without payment processing, cor-
respondent banking, trade finance
and credit, American investment
cannot reach projects at the scale
Venezuela requires. By reducing this
regulatory uncertainty, the Treasury
is creating better conditions for
banks to support the country’s eco-
nomic reconstruction. The policy
will remain in effect until at least
Jan. 29, 2027.

JORGE JRAISSATI
President, Economic Inclusion Group
Boca Raton, Fla.

Who Wins in a Rent Freeze?

‘William McGurn has it right in
“Mao Meets Manhattan” (Main
Street, July 28), except he omits one
thing. It sure looks like the ultimate
goal of Zohran Mamdani’s efforts is
to confiscate “negligent” landlords’
properties who've been left with no
financially viable way to maintain
their buildings and to give the prop-
erties to nonprofit groups, NGOs and
land trusts. Freezing the rent without
freezing operating costs will create a
lot of potential targets.

James Bianco
Yonkers, N.Y.

Pepper ...
And Salt
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OPINION

A Brief History of Wealth Creation

By John Steele Gordon

he grandeur of the Roman

Empire was built on the

aggregation of wealth. Us-

ing its superior military

organization, Rome con-
quered its neighbors, took their gold
and silver and sold their populations
into slavery. When the empire ran out
of neighbors, the Roman economy be-
gan to falter.

Today America is in the midst of
the greatest epoch of wealth creation
the world has ever known. Our his-
tory is one of innovation, and we are
all richer because of it.

In 1982, the first year of the
Forbes 400, it took $100 million to
make the list, and the wealthiest
American was Daniel Keith Ludwig,
worth $2 billion. In today’s dollars,
those figures are approximately
$346 million and $6.9 billion.

The ancients aggregated
wealth. America was built
by creating it. Socialists
are blind to all this.

In 2025 it took $3.8 billion to
make the list, and the man at the top
was Elon Musk, worth $428 billion as
calculated on Sept. 1.

How did this rapid increase in
wealth come to be? Simple: the mi-
croprocessor and the internet. When-
ever a new technology greatly re-
duces the cost of a major input into
the economy, the cost of goods and
services drops and an influx of new
fortunes quickly follows.

Before the Industrial Revolution,
fortunes were based on land or trade.
Energy was provided by muscle
power, windmills and water wheels.

Then in 1781 James Watt patented
a rotary steam engine that could turn
a shaft and thus power a factory. Un-
like water wheels, steam engines

could be scaled to almost any
size. The Industrial Revolu-
tion moved into high gear be-
cause energy was suddenly
cheap. That reduced the price
of industrial goods for every-
one while increasing profit
for the owners.

In 1826, young Benjamin
Disraeli popularized the word
“millionaire” to describe the
new industrial barons in his
novel “Vivian Grey.”

In the early 19th century,
factories were limited in size
by the area to which their
products could be economi-
cally delivered. Freight moved
by water or it didn’t move at
all. When the steam engine
was adapted to power loco-
motives, the cost of overland
shipping dropped precipi-
tously. Whereas once every
town had its own cobbler,
suddenly a shoe factory in,
say, Worcester, Mass., could make
better—and much cheaper—shoes for
the whole country.

Within a few decades, railroad for-
tunes like those of Jay Gould, E. H.
Harriman, James J. Hill and Cornelius
Vanderbilt were among the largest in
the country.

Almost simultaneously the sewing
machine reduced the time needed to
make a shirt from 16 hours to two,
greatly reducing clothing costs. Isaac
Singer died very wealthy.

Gaslight became common in cities
in the early 19th century, but people
living beyond the reach of a gasworks
still had to use expensive candles or
whale oil. Whales were being over-
hunted, and the price of whale oil
rose alarmingly. Then Yale chemist
Benjamin Silliman Jr. showed how
crude oil could be fractionated into
various liquids, one of which was ker-
osene, an excellent illuminant that
was much cheaper than whale oil.

In 1859 the first oil well was
drilled. By 1900 the names Rockefeller
and Flager were legendary, and the

price of kerosene had dropped contin-
uously thanks to economies of scale.

The ancients knew about steel, but
it was so expensive to produce for
most of history that it was almost a
semiprecious metal. In 1856 the Brit-
ish engineer Henry Bessemer invented
a process for the mass-production of
steel, and the material became cheap.
Its use in railroad rails—now cheaper,
safer and longer-lasting than wrought
iron—greatly increased. Steel-framed
buildings could soar to the sky. The
word “skyscraper” came into usage
around 1891, and Carnegie, Frick,
Phipps and Schwab were soon house-
hold names.

tyranny of numbers. Computing
power is a function both of the num-
ber of nodes and the number of con-
nections between them. Two nodes
require one connection, four nodes
need six, six need 15 and so on. As
long as those connections had to be
made, essentially, by hand, comput-
ers were confined to governments
and big businesses, tended by men in
white coats.

The microprocessor, a computer
on a chip of silicon, came to the mar-
ket in 1971, thanks to Texas Instru-
ments and Intel. The cost of the stor-
age, retrieval and manipulation of
data began to collapse. It was the

1

In 1946 the first pr bl
computer, Eniac, came online. It was
far faster and more versatile than the
electromechanical devices it re-
placed. It was also the size of a
school bus, had more than 17000 vac-
uum tubes and sucked up 150 kilo-
watts of electricity an hour.

Computing remained very expen-
sive despite the new technology, ow-
ing to what mathematicians call the

most ia since
the steam engine made energy cheap.

Steve Jobs and Steve Wozniak
soon founded Apple and developed
the first mass-market personal com-
puter to reach consumers. Microsoft
provided software to IBM, and Bill
Gates became, for a time, the wealthi-
est man in the world. Thanks to these
men, school kids today carry around
more computing power in their back-

packs than the Pentagon
could have afforded in the
1950s.

Sam Walton understood
that cheap computing made
very close inventory control
possible. That, along with vast
wholesale purchasing power,
allowed lower prices for cus-
tomers. Walmart today has 1.6
million U.S. employees.

When the PC was wedded
to the Internet, the world
changed profoundly in only
a couple of decades. Jeff Be-
z0s saw how the new tech-
nology could revolutionize
retailing again. Amazon to-
day has 1.1 million American
employees, second only to
Walmart. Its American cus-
tomer base is about 255 mil-
lion, about 75% of the coun-
try’s population.

In recent years, Elon
Musk’s SpaceX has greatly re-
duced the cost of using outer space,
thanks to the reusable rocket. We can
expect more fortunes—and cheaper
goods and services—as a result of
this innovation. Artificial intelligence
is profoundly altering the digital uni-
verse, with the promise of ever
greater computing power.

All this wealth creation is ulti-
mately capital formation. Billionaires
don’t keep their wealth locked in
Scrooge McDuck-style money bins.
They invest it in ever more wealth-
creating enterprises.

Capital and labor are the two fun-
damental inputs into an economy.
Many on the left, unable to distin-
guish between wealth aggregation
and wealth creation, want to tax
wealth heavily, which would reduce
the available capital needed to make
the economy grow. If there was ever
aprime example of ideology blinding
people to reality, this is it.

CHAD CROWE

Mr. Gordon is author of “An Em-
pire of Wealth: The Epic History of
American Economic Power.”

Socialist Chic and the ‘Medicare for All’ Sham

A friend recently
observed that many
young, relatively
affluent people in
his New York City
neighborhood—
which voted heavily

légIENCE for Zohran Mam-
By Allysia dani—dress like ho-
Finley bos and sport Car-

hartt  workwear.
—_— Call it socialist

chic. The sartorial style is also an apt
metaphor for patrician progressives
‘who feign solidarity with the prole-

tariat.

Consider Abdul El-Sayed, the left-
wing front-runner in Michigan’s
Democratic Senate primary this
Tuesday. Mr. El-Sayed has surged to
the lead against Rep. Haley Stevens
by presenting himself as a man of
the people. He has called for free
child care, “Medicare for all” and an
8% wealth tax on billionaires.

“1 don’t think that our system
should be in the business of creating
billionaires,” he said during a March
debate. “T think our system should be
in the business of empowering every-
day folks to be able to live a life with
access to the basic dignities that
they need and deserve, good housing,
good healthcare, affordable food.”

Nobody can disagree with the lat-
ter goals. But Mr. El-Sayed’s pre-
scriptions to achieve them would ex-
pand government control of
healthcare and the private economy
and exacerbate the socioeconomic in-
equalities he inveighs against.

Mr. El-Sayed, 41, earned a doctor-
ate in public health from Oxford Uni-
versity and a medical degree from
Columbia—though he didn’t com-
plete an internship and isn’t licensed
to practice medicine. Instead of car-
ing for patients, he has spent his ca-
reer nurturing ties to progressive
groups. “My career has never been
about trying to maximize on money,
otherwise I would have just gone
and been a surgeon,” he said in
June.

Still, he hasn’t done too shabbily.
He and his wife, Sarah Jukaku,
earned $686,069 in income last year,
according to a financial disclosure
report he released last month. That
would rank him among Michigan’s
top 1% of earners.

The couple made $262,299 from
capital gains, which he said came
from the sale of a property that his
wife’s parents bought for them. His
disclosure also noted “additional in-
come” of $292,881 from his podcast,
“America Dissected,” and his wife’s

psychiatric practice. His podcast
claims to “explore what's really mak-
ing us sick and what we’ll need to
take on—be it racism, corporate cap-
italism, or snake-oil salesmen—to
keep all of us healthy.”

Mr. El-Sayed and his wife also
own between $882,000 and $2.2 mil-
lion in assets, which include three

‘What Abdul EI-Sayed
proposes is a single-payer
system nothing like the
program for the elderly.

rental properties, one of which his
wife recently acquired in Dubai. No-
body should begrudge Mr. El-Sayed
his modest fortune, but why should
he begrudge billionaires theirs?

The left-wing candidate in recent
days has tried to distance himself
from the Democratic Socialists of
America, perhaps because he worries
the label will alienate voters in No-
vember. “I'm not a socialist,” Mr. El-
Sayed said. “I'm just a capitalist who
understands how capitalism works.”
You wouldn’t know it from his policy
agenda.

He does know how to make money
selling snake oil. In 2021 he co-au-
thored a book, “Medicare for All: A
Citizen’s Guide,” with a foreword by
Sen. Bernie Sanders. The catchphrase
“Medicare for all” is misleading.
What Mr. El-Sayed proposes isn’t
universal Medicare but a single-
payer system with no premiums, de-
ductibles or cost-sharing.

Medicare has all of the above. All
seniors who don’t also qualify for
Medicaid have to pay a monthly Medi-
care Part B premium, starting at
$202.90 a month and tied to income.
Seniors who enroll in traditional Medi-
care fee-for-service also have a $1,736
deductible for inpatient hospital care,
steep cost-sharing requirements and
1o limit on out-of-pocket spending.

They also have to purchase sepa-
rate prescription-drug plans, whose
monthly premiums range from zero
to $239. About 40% of seniors in tra-
ditional Medicare buy supplemental
insurance polices to cover benefits
like dental and vision care not pro-
vided by the government and for
protection against catastrophic costs.

Seniors also have the choice of en-
rolling in private federally subsidized
Medicare Advantage insurance plans.
About half of Medicare beneficiaries,
and most of those with lower in-

comes, enroll in Advantage plans be-
cause they provide comprehensive
coverage at lower cost than fee-for-
service, Mr. El-Sayed wants to elimi-
nate these plans.

Yet he slickly pitches “Medicare
for all” as an antidote to America’s
myriad healthcare ailments, which
are largely caused by government
policies. He complains that lower-in-
come Americans struggle to access
doctors. But that’s primarily because
of the ObamaCare Medicaid expan-
sion and low government reimburse-
ment rates for physicians.

Mr. El-Sayed’s idealized system
resembles Medicaid, in which pa-
tients can wait months to see spe-
cialists. In single-payer systems in
other countries where the govern-
ment rations care, wait times are
even worse. The Royal College of
Emergency Medicine recently re-
ported 15,860 avoidable deaths last
year associated with long delays for
Britain’s National Health Service.

The wealthy in countries with na-
tionalized health systems can usually
expedite care by paying out of pocket
to see physicians, while the hoi polloi
are consigned to long waits for sub-
standard care. Like the rest of the so-
cialist agenda, Medicare for All is a
sham.

The FBI Raided My House, Guns Drawn, Over a Peaceful Protest

By Paul Vaughn

n a quiet October morning in
2022, my life changed for-
ever. Agents of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation pounded on
my front door and arrested me at
gunpoint in front of my wife and
children. Last week, my life changed

again.

After years of legal battles to
clear my name, my family has
reached a settlement with the gov-
ernment concerning the weaponiza-
tion of power against us and the
harm it inflicted. This settlement
comes on the heels of a landmark
Justice Department report that con-
firms what my attorneys at the
Thomas More Society argued from

the beginning: What happened to
me wasn’t an accident or an over-
zealous mistake but a coordinated
campaign against pro-life advocates
like me.

I'm a Christian father of 11, and a
significant part of living my faith is
advocacy for the dignity of unborn
children and vulnerable mothers.
My family’s world was shattered
when FBI agents raided our rural
Tennessee home, guns drawn, treat-
ing me like a dangerous criminal for
peacefully praying and singing out-
side an abortion business over a
year earlier. My children watched in
fear as I was handcuffed and led
away, and when my wife desper-
ately asked what was happening,
where the agents were taking me
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and on what authority, her pleas
went unanswered.

The legal nightmare that ensued
lasted more than a year, leaving me
a felon and my family dealing with
the fallout and trauma caused by
the government. By God's grace, 1
received a presidential pardon on
Jan. 23, 2025, soon after Thomas
More Society lawyers sent a formal
pardon petition to President Trump.

1 give thanks that I can write
this from my home, surrounded by
family and with my freedom re-
stored. Yet every time I am called
to recount what happened that
morning, the pain is as fresh as the
day it occurred.

Now we know the full picture:
The Justice Department’s report
found that the Biden administration
systematically weaponized the Free-
dom of Access to Clinic Entrances
Act against pro-life Americans while
closely coordinating with abortion-
industry groups to identify, surveil
and target us for prosecution.

The National Abortion Federa-
tion wasn’t merely cheering from
the sidelines. Its security director
was described by the Justice De-
partment’s own task-force director
as an “MVP” for flagging pro-life
demonstrations to the govern-
ment, often in real time, “which
usually result in an investigation/
prosecution.” The federation com-
piled a dossier on pro-life sup-
porters that included photographs,
home addresses, driver’s license
numbers, and even photos of
spouses and minor children and

shared it directly with the Justice
Department and the FBL

One of the Justice Department
leaders of the charge against me
and my fellow pro-life advocates
was Sanjay Patel, a prosecutor in
the Civil Rights Division’s criminal
section, who oversaw FACE Act en-
forcement nationwide. In my own
case, which went to trial in federal
court in Nashville, defense counsel
requested historical prosecution
data to prepare a selective-prose-

Biden officials worked
with the National Abortion
Federation to treat pro-life
advocates as criminals.

cution defense. Mr. Patel refused,
claiming he didn’t keep such re-
cords. But the weaponization re-
port revealed that he had the in-
formation readily available. In fact,
he had already shared substan-
tially identical data with the Na-
tional Abortion Federation. The ev-
idence that might have
demonstrated the government was
treating us differently was with-
held from the Americans being
prosecuted and handed to the or-
ganizations that helped target us.
Mr. Patel was among the prosecu-
tors fired before the report’s re-
lease—a small but significant mea-
sure of accountability for those
who presided over this campaign.

Recent revelations show that we
weren’t casualties of blind justice
but instead carefully selected tar-
gets of a politically motivated cam-
paign against pro-life Americans.
None of this is easy to reckon with.
The Justice Department, the institu-
tion charged with protecting Ameri-
cans equally under the law, was
weaponized against me and other
people of faith for the peaceful ex-
ercise of our pro-life beliefs.

That is why I am grateful for
what the Trump administration has
done. The presidential pardon, the
willingness to investigate and pub-
licly release this report, and now
this settlement aren’t small things.
They are acts of institutional hon-
esty and are the beginning of re-
storing faith in government and in
the idea that America’s promise of
equal justice under law still means
something.

A Christian should be able to
stand on a public sidewalk or in a
building open to the public, pray qui-
etly, peacefully share the pro-life
message, and go home to his family
without fear that a federal task force
is building a file on him and taking
cues from an abortion industry lobby.

That isn’t a radical request. I
pray this marks a turning point—for
pro-life Christians and for every
American who believes that justice
must be blind and speaking the
truth isn’t a crime.

Mr. Vaughn is president of Ten-
nessee Wireless and Personhood
Tennessee.



16

FINANCIAL TIMES

Monday 3 August 2026

The FT View

FINANCIAL TIMES

“Without fear and without favour®

A red card for the boss of world football

Infantino’s abortive plan
shows Fifa needs a sweeping
governance shake-up

Wten the final whistle blew at the men's
football World Cup two weeks ago, Fifa
president Gianni Infantino’s position
seemed impregnable. Despite contro-
versies and complaints about ticket
prizes, the tournament was a dazzling
success, its revenues dwarfing those of
previous World Cups. But Infantino’s
scheme to set up a new company hous-
ing Fifa's commercial interests and sell
stakes to private investors triggered an
extraordinary backlash across much of
theglobal game. With rebd feduauans

sation of i | football provided
it balances all stakeholders’ interests.
The flood of private investment and TV
money particularly into European
leagues has had some important posi-
tive effects — helping to upgrade stadi-
ums, slow rising ticket prices and reduce
financial blow-upsat clubs.

Commercial innovations in this
World Cup showed the potential to
unlock further value; compared to some
other global sports, TV and sponsarship
revenues still left money on the table.
Maximising returns to expand football
in developing countries beyond its
strongholds in Europe and the Americas
makes sense in principle.

But Fifa doesn’t need outside inves-
lurs to do this. Infantine pointed to how

and associations
for an extraordinary meeting and no-
corfidence vote, he should stand down.
In another form and different hands,
some version of Infantino’s plan might
have worked. There is nothing inher-
ently wrong with further commerciali-

hand French football leagues
sold stakes to private equity. But they
were seeking fresh capital after the
Covid pandemic badly weakened their
finances. Fifa, by contrast, has $2.7bn in
reserves, and is projecting $15bn reve-
nues in the four-year cycle encing with

this year’s tournament. It could hire tal-
ented executives to boost value.

Many national associations, even if
they would have benefited from higher
distributions, also balked at diverting
some of that value unnecessarily to pri-
vate investors, Pressure would very
likely increase for further expansion of
the World Cup or Club World Cup —
crowdingthe match calendar to the det-
riment of football’s wider ecosystem.

All this has, ironically, only high-
lighted the need for another element of
Infantino’s plan — separating Fifas role
as regulator of world football from its
commercial activities — but not as the
Fifa president envisaged it. Infantino
drew up his commercial plan in secret,
without the knowledge of top lieuten-
ants, and gave Fifa’s 211 member associ-
ations 53 daystotakeitorleaveit.

it included an anchor investor run by
the brother of Donald Trump’s son-in-
law. Much of the football world has
viewed with distaste Infantino’s court-
ing of the US president, epitomised for

The latest
dlebacle has
Laidl bare the
lack of
Lrnsparency
and checks and
balances that
concentrates
vast powerin
the Fifa
president’s
hands

many by Infantino awarding Trump a
Fifa “peace prize” last year and the sus-
pension of a red card ban for US striker
Folarin Balogun last month after Trump
intervened (Fifa insists its disciplinary
committee acted independently). Ina
different era, in 2015, it was US law
enforcement that played the primary
role in exposing corruption at Fifa
which forced Sepp Blatter's resignation
after 17 years as president. Infantino
was supposed to clean up Fifa.

The latest debacle has instead laid
bare the lack of transparency and
checks and balances that concentrates
vast power in the Fifa president’s hands.
While Fifais a non-profit association, no
corporation with multibillion-dollar
revenues would tolerate the equivalent
ofajoint CEO and chair devising a major
business initiative without consulting
senior management and the board. Fifa
now needs a far more sweeping
shake-up of governance than what took
place a decade ago. A red card for Infan-
tino would be an important first step.

Opinion Britain

Dont pretend jokes won't
lead to political violence

he leader of the Green

Party has an interesting

understanding of the cir-

cumstances under which

it is appropriate to say
sorry. "If I'd done it deliberately, I'd be
apologising,” Zack Polanski said dur-
ing an appearance on BBC Newsnight
on Tuesday. “But because this was a
mistake, I think the important thingis
that I point out this was a mistake”
(Right. Because famously, when you
‘make a mistake, you don't apologise
forit.)

Polanski was referring to an image
that he had (inadvertently, he says)
participated in posting on social
media, of a man wearing a T-shirt
emblazoned with an image of a guillo-
tine. At the top is printed the phrase
“We're only making plans for Nigel", a
reference to a great song by 1970s
punk band XTC.

There has been a chipping
away at the taboo thatit is
OK for someone to be
killed for their views

It should be pointed out that this
was part of a “collab”, meaning that
seyeral people including the Green
Party leader jointly posted it from
their accounts, and also that Polanski
says he hadn't noticed the image (the
fifth in a multi-image “carousel”)
when he approved the collab request.
He subsequently unshared the post,
and said he condemned all forms of
political violence, including violent
imagery and metaphors.

But Reform UK leader Nigel Farage,
at whom the T-shirt’s message was
directed, says Polanski's co-posting of
the image was nothing short of “incite-
ment” and called for the police to act
(the Met has since said it is taking no
furtheraction).

“Isitany wonder with such rhetoric
relentlessly levelled at Reform that
some may be moved to try to elimi-
nate that supposed threat through
lethal violence?™ the party’s home
affairs spokesperson Zia Yusuf said,
arguing that the constant denigration
of Reform UK by the media and rival
politicians had led to the brutal mur-
der of his high-profile colleague Ann
Widdecombe on July 8. As an exam-
ple, he cited old social media posts
from Labour MPs, including one from
David Lammy in 2019 that described
herasa“poisonous bigot™.

Given the appalling and upsetting

i fwidd bes death
— the 78-year-old was slaughtered in
her home as she was having lunch by
Therself, by an assailant who dealt her
21 blows with a hammer —it is under-
standable that Farage and Yusuf are
feeling sensitive. But that does not
negate the fact that they are also being
deeply hypocritical.

Lucy Connolly — who in 2024
pleaded guilty to publishing material
“intended to stir up racial hatred”
after calling on X for asylum seekers’
hotelstobesetonfirein theaftermath
of the Southp: bbi has been
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UK can no longer rely on foreign-owned payments networks

Martin Arnold’s report on

potential sale of Vocalink rightly raises
questions about the uwnmshlp of
critical UK ture

paying the price
through higher costs for goods and
services.

(“Mastercard weighs sale of majority
stake in payments unit Vocalink”,
Report, July 14).

It also points to a broader issue that
Britain has been slow to confront: why
does one of the world’s most innovative
economies still rely so heavily on two
US-owned card networks for everyday
payments?

Every year, UK businesses pay
billions in fees to these dominant
networks. The result is a system that
quietly taxes the economy, limits
choice and stifles competition, with

to
scrutinise card network economics,
while policymakers across Europe are
questioning their dependence on
foreign-owned payments
infrastructure, If rising geopolitical
tensions were ever to disrupt access to
these networks, the consequences for
UK businesses and the wider economy
would be profound. The optimal
scenario is close collaboration between
the US and Europe on all

This is why who buys Vocalink
matters. Vocalink operates Faster
Payments, the rails on which open
banking runs. Open banking is the UK’s
best chance of delivering genuine
choice and competition in payments,
and handing that critical infrastructure
to an incumbent would defeat its
purpose. A sale to the major banks
would resolve the sovereignty question,
but it would not resolve the
competition one: the same institutions
that benefit most from today’s market

would continue to have little incentive
toch

platforms, including payments. But
that is not the geopolitical reality in
which we find ourselves.

ge .

competitive and resilient payments
market, ownership of this kind of
critical infrastructure is better placed
with a coalition of independent,
innovation-led challengers who have
every incentive to open up the market.

As the Bank of England shapes the
UK’s next generation of payments
infrastructure, it should not simply
replace one dominant owner with
another. It should seize the opportunity
to build a payments system that is
defined by genuine competition,
greater choice and openness to
innovation.

As an open banking
company, we feel that if the UK is
serious about building a more

CEO and Co-Founder, TrueLayer,
London EC2, UK

Few small companics pay
New York business tax

A recent article about small business
reform in New York City (“New York’s
mayor sets out to slash red tape for
small businesses”, Business Insight,
July 29) includes a widely cited, but
wildly misleading, claim about
business taxation in the US.

The article claims that New York
businesses face a relatively high tax
rate. The problem is that no small

held up by Farage as a victim of an
over-reaching, authoritarian state.
She was a star speaker at Reform's
conference last year, hailed as “Brit-
ain’s favourite political prisoner”.
Fnrlh:r. just because alone actor
(as be’s killer i 1o

b pay this tax. The tax rates in
question, however, apply only to
corporations, which comprise less than
one-fifth of all US businesses. Virtually
all small businesses are partnerships or
sole proprietorships, which pay tax on
personal, not business, income.

be) decides to carry out adespicable
act, that does not mean we should
suddenly abandon our commitment
to free speech — a value that Farage
claims to hold dear — or involve the
police in matters that should be gov-
erned by social norms rather than
criminal law. Nor does it mean that
politicians should be beyond strong
criticism: calling someone a “bigot™
‘who must be stood up to “before it's
too late” (as Yusuf complained that
Lammy did) is hardly an incitement to
murder, not least when it was seven
‘yearsago.

But what is undeniable s a general
chipping away at the taboo that it is
acceptable for someone whose views
you find morally repugnant to be
killed. According to arecent study, the
proportion of Americans who say
political violence is “wsually or
always” justified increased “only mod-
estly” from 2024 to 2025 — from 32.3
per cent to 35.6 per cent (although
10 per cent increase is not very mod-
est in the space of a year). A 2025
study found that 21 per cent of Britons
said political violence was acceptable
under some conditions.

And whilethe response tothe Polan-
ski post from Farage might be over-
blown, the fact is that “jokes” about
someone being better off dead can
lead to someone deciding togo and kill
them. Likewise, the frequent compari-
sons drawn between Donald Trump
and Adolf Hitler make it more likely
that someone might try toassassinate
him, as press secretary Karoline Leav-
itt complained after the latest attempt
on his life in April. It's no good pre-
tendingsheiswrong.

It shouldn’t need saying that
violence has no place in politics. It is
«counter-productive, making martyrs
of its victims. The taboo iswhat holds
the social norm in place. With each
erosion, the line between “joke”
and moral justification gets a little
blurrier.

iemima kel @f:

Cor in the US tend be very
large public companies. In New York
State, for instance, just 799 companies
account for more than three-quarters
of the state’s entire corporate tax take.
(New York City’s corporate tax
conforms to, and is layered on top of,
the state tax).

Further, corporations pay tax to New
York based solely on the sales they
make in the state, not where they
employ workers or maintain offices.
Given this, comparative corporate tax
rates could not affect regional
competitiveness. If Amazon, for
instance, wanted to lower its New York
corporate tax liability, it would have to
take the unprofitable step of reducing
the sales it makes to New Yorkers.

‘The article draws attention to mayor
Zohran Mamdani's commendable
efforts to make it easier to start and
run a small business in New York.
Bringing in misapprehensions about
business taxation needlessly muddies
the waters.

Andrew Perry
Director of Fiscal Research,
Fiscal Policy Institute, New York, NY, US

A smart surface solution
for our overheating cities

Your editorial (July 20) correctly notes
that extreme heat in European cities is
now so common that a new approach
to cooling is needed. But the editorial’s
recommendation — to expand air
conditioning (AC) — fails to note that
AC cools rooms by dumping more heat
outside, thus worsening the problem.

Operating AC in a recent multi-day
heat event in Paris (where most
residents still don’t have AC) increased
ambient city temperature by 2C.
Adoption of AC as the dominant city
cooling strategy is to condemn cities to
more miserable summers, hurting
outdoor workers, athletes, tourists and
anyone not inside air-conditioned
space.

A smarter alternative now being
adopted across a dozen US cities
ranging from Boston to Atlanta and

People looking at dinosaur fossils
at a museum in Houston

Dallas is citywide cooling through
changing surfaces citywide.

European city roofs and roads today
absorb more than 80 per cent of
incoming sunlight, which we beleive
contributes three times more to city
heat than does global warming. The
solution is to treat all city surfaces asa
single intzgrated solution to heat and
flooding risks — broadly deploying
reflective, porous and green surfaces
(commonly called smart surfaces).

As one example, with our help in
June 2025 Atlanta adopted a bill
requiring new and retrofitted roofs to
be reflective, This one measure (one of
scveral Atlanta is adoplmg) will triple
e it i

PM can legislate for policy
he championed as mayor
Andy Burnham is right that
meaningful devolution requires
mayors to have the powers and
financial certainty to shape the long-
term prosperity of their regions
(“Burnham to give mayors income tax
share”, Report, July 31). Stable fiscal
settlements should enable strategic
investment in housing, transport and
economic growth.

As prime minister, he now has the
opportunity to translate into
government policy a principle he
championed as mayor of Greater
Manchester.

Last November, Burnham joined
other regional leaders in calling for
England’s strategic authorities to be
given statutory duties for climate and
nature. That reflected a simple reality:
the impacts of climate change are
increasingly regional in their
consequences and require regional
leadership.

Heatwaves and wildfires, in
particular, do not respect local
authority boundaries. Responding
effectively demands co-ordinated
planning across transport, health,
emergency services, utilities and land

management.

London has already demonstrated
what this can achieve. Mayor Sadxq
Khan's decision

What if fossil hunters arc
only in it for the money?
Far more scientific value is likely lost
through the commercial recovery of
dinosaur fossils than Zoe Lescaze
suggests in her feature on the booming
trend for collecting, which as she
correctly says is happening with scant
agreement on standards and
transparency (“Dinosaur collectors
have a bone to pick™, Collecting,

July 16).

Limited access to privately owned
specimens is possible, though as the
article points out the Society of
Vertebrate Paleontology discourages its
members from publishing on privately
owned specimens because the owner
could revoke access at any time,
making it impossible for anyone else to
verify that research.

US federal and state laws have tried
to strike a balance between search
activity and scientific recovery.

However, existing laws do not
promote optimal scientific search on
private lands.

Meanwhile, scientifically motivated

and recovery is a slow process
that increases costs for commercial
fossil hunters with no benefit to
themselves. Moreover, while California
has laws to pramote the recovery of
fossils of scientific value on state-
owned lands, these can be thwarted by

London Climate Resilience Revncw led

to Heat Ready London, the capital’s

first comprehensive city heat plan,

providing a strategic framework for

preparing the capital for rising
il 2

abservation of recovery processes.
“Drive-by” observation occurs.

To fix this, finders need to be
rewarded both for recovering a fossil
and preserving the scientific

d risks. It

i of 1 roofs, cool
the city by 1.3C (with up to 3.5C cooling
in hot, lower-income neighbourhoods)
and cut electricity bills by $310mn —
while slowing global warming. Putting
this mandate in place costs a city
nothing, and because reflective roofs

shows how strategic authorities can

turn climate risk assessments into

co-ordinated action across public

services and critical infrastructure.

‘The logic of devolution is that

decisions should be taken at the level

where they can be made most
foctivel

cost about the same as dark roofs,
b and also reap
large benefits.

London and other European cities
should not give up their marvellous
outdoor spaces in the summer. Instead,
they should recognise that urban heat
is also the result of surface choices, not
just climate chan; cities

¥
That principle applies as much to
climate adaptation as it does to
economic development. If strategic
authorities are to become the engines
of growth, they must also become the

for

and local

ge.

should icall adopl Y
porous and green surfaces citywide to
cool the entire city and avoid massive
expansion of the ugly, loud, smelly
outdoor window AC units already
heating and disfiguring public spaces.

If the dominant solution to city heat
is AC rather than citywide cooling,

for the increasingly
frequent heatwaves and wildfires that
climate change is bringing.

Fiscal devolution and statutory
climate resilience duties are
complementary, not competing,
reforms.

Togclhcr they would create the

A good reward scheme might include
giving finders exclusive rights to sell
the fossil if they turn over the scientific
data; tax breaks for reporting exactly
where a specimen was found; and
requiring commercial diggers to hire
trained paleontologists to monitor
their digging activity.

Paul Hallwood

Professor of Economics
University of Connecticut
Starrs, CT, US

Two conductors who
make light of the critics

Richard Fairman'’s engaging article on
conductor John Wilson (““I make no
apologies for my love of light music™,
Interview, Life & Arts, July 18) and the
success of his eponymous orchestra
reminded me of another influential
maestro, namely André Rieu in

cities will set th lves on a path to
giving up the outdoors in summers and
worsen the two linked threats of urban
heat and global warming.

Greg Kats

CEO and Founder, Smart Surfaces
Coalition; Author of ‘Greening Our Built
World, Washington, DC, US

regional leadership that
England increasingly needs.
Professor Emma Howard Boyd
Chair, National Heat Risk Commission
Grantham Research Institute on Climate
Change and the Environment

London School of Economics and Political
Science, London WC2, UK

icht. Both make music that is
highly popular with the public, yet
often attract negative comments from
expert music critics. Is this an example
of the entrepreneurial spirit trouncing
elite judgments?
Wilfrid Legg
Paris, France
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A digital iron curtain is threatening the global economy

Roland
Busch

supply chains, this one is helping to
make production more local again.
Manufacturing is moving closer to cus-
tomers, held together by a patchwork of
digital connections in software, data
and AL

At "hghthouse (actones , a World

or 30 years, digital
reshaped the global economy.
It famously flattened the
world. Markets, trade and
production became more
connected across borders. From cars
and smartphones to semiconductors
and industrial robots, almost no
complex product is created in one place

alone.
d

Forum of more
than 200 smart manufacturing sites,
these new approaches have raised
labour productivity by around 40 per
cent and cut the time toadapt produc-
tion lines roughly in half. But scaling
these gains depends on whether
machines, factories and companies can
exchange data and reuse solutions.

Softwm. data and Al have different
concrete and steel. Facto-

Then came the energy

crisis, labour shortages and litical
tensions that exposed how fragile this
flat world of ours r-:a[ly is. Compames
are now rebal

ries, and i ture must
still be built and adapted in each
market. But a digital model, software

ication or Al tool can be improved

resilience alongside cost and e!ﬁc\ency
in their decisions about investment,
sourcing and production. As a result, a
more regional form of globalisation is
emerging.

While the first digital revolution
helped companies co-ordinate global

in one place and reused in many others,
provided systems can exchange it and
have access to the relevant data. If the
conditions are right, factories can adapt
designs that they know work for local
needs, better processes can spread and
products can reach new markets

without having to rebuild from scratch
eachtime.
That logic is strong enough toencour-

control dataand sup-
ply chains. Export controls, data locali-
sation mles and dlvergmg cyber secu-

must b

age corporate build con-
nections that will allow technology to
workacross national boundaries.
Shared standards are the cleanest way
to do this: everyone works to the same
rules from the start.

rity req

gnew lines

wel] asevery
isa h

Every new barrier makes it harder to
connect systems, scale what works and
bring bet'nr products to markets. If this
trend digital bor-

the next best solution, allowing diff fer-

Europe can become a
lrllSl&'(J connector \Vh(’l'L‘
technologies from different
regions work together

ent systems to work together without
becoming identical. Take a recent Euro-
pean-Japanese effort that linked auto-
motive industrial networks while each
retained its own architecture.

Yet while companies are building
bridges, geopolitics is increasingly
drawing borders. The US-China tech-
tology divide s vashaptigiieland

k greater

ders could harden intoa digital iron cur-
tain — slowing progress, trade and the

exchange of ideas between societies.
Thisis a global challenge. But Europe,
caught asit is between the two techno-
logical superpowers, has a particular
stake in the answer — and a unique
opportunity to shape it. Rather than
building yet another walled garden, it
cmbemmealruslcd mnne(mraplacc
and

ibility and czpablhty Wherever com-
are absent, the priority

mon standards
must be developing interfaces that can

switch between different systems, |
whether through companies, industry |
alliances or public-private partnerships.

Finally, Europe should make interop- |

erability a cornerstone of its economic

diplomacy. This connected world can- |
not be built alone. The emerging digital |

trade partnership with Pacific econo-

mies, including Japan, Australia and |
Canada, could become a promising |
model for how to bring different ecosys- :
T property tax in a decade. When politi-

where
data from different regions work
together.

But that will require building an eco-
system that others want to join. Europe
cannot become the world's connector if
it is primarily known for regulating
technology rather than creating it. It
must now cmale the right conditions for

gy divid
worldwide as

hat they do best.

The biggest question remainsaglobal |
i signthat the problem is bigger than they
tions or on systems| dcsnywd to keep ane i
© whenit

one: will resilience be built on connec-

another out? Th

astra-
tegic imperative for the EU, Enlarging :
the slngle market — for digital pmducts 1

Howto

save the

British
high street

Polly
Mackenzie

he new UK government’s
cut in business rates for
pubs and music venues is,
by my count, the 12th
tweak to the much-loathed

cians start fiddling like this, it's usually a

want to admit. Thats cermnly true
which

whether our more regional world can

remain connected.

The writer is chief executive and president H
© would use them. The more interesting
H :ppruach is to wonder why there is such

of Siemens AG

seem to matter more to people when
voung lhan whenshoppmgonhnc

up: if people wanted hlgh streets, they

between people’s choices

Whatever
happened to
prudence?

s the energy shock intensi-
fied earlier this year, the
IMF dished out its standard

advice on how countries

should respond il they
wanted to offset the pain for their
households and companies. Any sup-
portshould be timely, targeted and tem-
porary, it said. Nations did respond
quickly, with nearly 900 measures
implemented to offset the shock across
170 countries at the latest count in mid-
June. But the measures were broad-
brush, had no end date and subsidised
energy — undermining the incentive to
conserve fuel in the middle of an energy
shock. They will be difficult

broken infrastructure and improve its
defence capabilities. Japan has pledged
tax tuls and a massive public and pri-

UK prlme mm.lster Andy Burnham said
he i ies in his budg-
aarymlum a]low more borrowing.

There has been no co-ordination at a
global level. The G20 group can barely
agree on anything these days and in
April its finance ministers could not
devise even a bland unanimous joint
statement on whether allof this borrow-
ingand spending was sensible.

It was not always thus. At the 2010
Toronto G20 summit, all significant
economies pledged to repair their pub-
lic finances after the disaster of the
2008-09 global financial crisis. “Sound
fiscal finances are essential to sustain
recovery, provide flexibility to respond
to new shocks, ensure the capacity to
meet the challenges of ageing popula-
tions, and avoid leaving future genera-

and the Bank for International Settle-
ments has found that past relationships
between rising debt and fiscal repair
have broken down. There is no longer
evidence that rising government debt
generates political pressure for public
spending cuts or tax increases. Instead,
the BIS found that countries aggres-
sively use budgetary stimulus in diffi-
cult times to mitigate the losses, and
instead of running surplnses in good

longer applies and governments rarely
offer any excuse, mcnly promlsmg to
dobetterin f f

[Te—

warming would lower the eventual costs i
of adapung to a warmer climate, And |

could ease some

The more

rest on megatrends in the global econ-
omy and the current inability of domes-
tic or intzrnational politics to address
them.

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, the US
war with fran, Chma s aggr&mve stance

advanced and emerging economies.
But only the most naive should expect

any of this to happen. In recent years, :
polarised geopolitics has kxlled almusl i
© trates' courts, police stations and cot-
issues from trade to defence, climate, |

all

and wider

and taxation. Polarised

tions with a legacy of
% B

This year’s energy subsidies signify
more than countries being unwilling to
heed IMF advice. They are just the latest
example in a growing international
trend to fix problems with additional
government borrowing and leave the
resulting higher deficits and debt for
future governments to manage.

‘This has been standard practice in the
US since the 1990s. French politics has
long found it impossible to rein in high
deficits to meet European targets. The
current German government has
decided to borrow more to repair its

Whatever the optimal fiscal consoli-
dation path in the 2010s may have been,
more urgency is required today. IMF
estimates of gross government debt
have risen sharply. In 2010 it was 94 per
cent of GDP in advanced economiesand
37 per cent in emerging economies.
Debt is now expected to be 108 per cent
and 77 per cent respectively this year.
These higher levels of debt also attract
higher interest rates, leaving public
finances across the world looking ever
more fragile.

Recent evidence from both the IMF

rates were low and to be sta-
ble, givinga justification for persistently
higher borrowing. That argument no

Research shows that past
relationships between
rising debt and fiscal
repair have broken down

health services and the costs of social
care. The Al revolution might increase
economic growth rates, but will also
bring public finances pressures to sup-
port those who have lost their jobs.
Greater co-operation at the interna-
tional level could mitigate all of these
costs. Greater trust between nations
would enable less to be spent on
defence. More joint action on global

times.have“,, ing pressur to  d ic politics makes it harder for :
deficits and debt,”  toeaseth d cut taxes. spend much d ithlittle to build national support
The |mponant question is why gov-  prospect of any respite in the years [nr the difficult choices needed for
ernments across the world stopped  ahead. Adapting to clis change and i deficits.
finding time for prudence. Part of the  mitigating its effects costs money now. And what about the bond vigilantes?
answer in the 2010s was that interest  And ageing societies generate greater ~ Will they restore discipline?

ally rather than forcing countries to take

their public finances seriously. But |

make no mistake, the megatrends are

persistent, fiscal pressures are rising !

and few countries are addressing them.

pressures in both :
© life into buildings retail no longer needs.

. are burgeoning —
So far, they have been benevolent jail- |
ers, merely rattling their keys occasion-

and their political demands.
Walk down almost any high street in
England and it becomes obvious. The

- boarded-up pub, bank or bakery, the
- market hall or community centre that
- became a bar, then a waffle house and
: then closed. Tens of thousands of build-

ings across the counuy sxt derehct or
vacantand

“revealed preference” offers consola-

¢ tion for this not-even-managed decline.

Itis perhaps 5,000 years since in-per-

. son retail 'began. Since then it has served
. two purposes: where we buy things, and

where we meet. The first paid for the

: second without anyone noticing they
| were separate. Footfall for goods subsi-
. dised the public realm — the benches,
. the safety in numbers, a reason to walk

and meet. Online shopping has largely
killed off that arrangement. What's left

. is the second purpose, unfunded, in
. buildings that used to doiit for free. So,
- any solution for the high street will

Any solution needs to
force delinquent owners to
bring buildings back into
use or surrender them
come from finding a financial model to

pay for that second role.

This can’t mean propping up shops. It
must mean putting new kinds of civic
Not every high street can have an out-
post of No 10 but most could host more
of the state. Local tax offices, magis-

tage hospitals have gone. But by creating

* local hubs shared by multiple public

services, frontof house can come back.
Education could be an anchor for our
high streets too. In South Shields and in

* Blyth they're moving the college cam-

pus to the centre of town. Repair shops
the municipal tip
reimagined as a high street hub where
you fix things rather than throw them
away. And of course: homes. Town cen-
tre conversions bring people and com-
munity as well as meet housing needs.
But none of it works while the build-
mgs lhems:lvcs are blighted, derelict,
d and

lisi the

This uneasy truce may i for
some time. But it will not last for ever.

risgiles@f

Bangladesh’s future depends on the military distancing itself from politics

Nazmul
Ahasan

onths after Sheikh
Hasina’s 15-year auto-
cratic rule in Bangladesh
collapsed under an upris-
ing in August 2024,
Mubashar Hasan landed in Dhaka after
more than six years of exile. Back home,
Hasan — an academic who once spent
44 days in a secret military di

for “crimes against humanity”, brushing
aside army objections. Warrants were
issued for five former DGFI chiefs.
When the establishment-friendly
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP)
swept back to power in the February
2026 elections, the new government
moved swiftly to detain generals behind
2007 soft coup and on July 26 authori-
ties brought charges against six military
officers over the enforced disappear-
ance and killing of a local politician. But
cementing civilian rule will require
more than a few high-profile arrests; it
de mean extricating the mlliury from

facility — found the pervasive fear was
gone. The military’s Directorate General
of Forces Intelligence, once the most
dreaded arm of the state, was now
openly criti on ime televi-

ntral role in th Y
and politics.

Today the army finds itself uniquely
unpopular, having managed to alienate
almnsl every faction of society. Human
aringin their crit-

sion. After a chat show tore into the
DGFI, Hasan expected “a microbus full
of agents storming the TV station, or
panellists . . . kidnapped on their way
home”. Nothing of the sort |

nasm. popuhsl rightwing YouTubers

1990. Western d

d Iy altered in 2009 aftera

after the cold war and the financial
allure of UN peacekeeping missions —
which pay far more than regular army
deployments — kept the generals away
from politics. In subsequent years, they
rebranded themselves as neutral power
brokers between two warring political
dynasties: Awami League and the BNP.
That referee role eroded in phases.
The 2007 coup, sold as a project to

Uniformed officers jostle
with bureaucrats to run
lucrative entities from the
telecom regulator to ports

reform the political system, instead saw
lhe rmlnary detain and torture leading

followed by millions its per-
ceived subservience to New Delhi; secu-
larists recoil at its institutional identity

st di

Instead, a profound shift has begun. An
interim administration hauled serving
officers before civilian judges to answer

There hasb Jow d e
its institutional purpose since a popular
uprising ended direct military rule in

— including Tarique Rah-
man, the former BNP leader’s son, who
is now prime minister. When that
experiment collapsed, the generals
handed power to Hasina after she won
the 2008 election.

The civil-military

bloody mutiny that left 57 officers dead.
Hasina blocked direct military retalia-
tion. Officers who protested were sys-
tematically purged while the top brass
deepened a quiet alliance with the
regime. Through the rigged elections of
2014 and 2018, the supposed referee

officers now run about 300 high schools |
and universities under welfare trusts
that also pushed into real estate, bark- :

ing, manufacturing and tourism. They
also routinely jostle with civilian

bureaucra\s to run lucrative entities -

© boarded-up windows and leaking roofs
. signal to every passer-by that this place
: no longer matters. This is delinquent
| ownership. Rates are high partly

because the property values behind

. them assume a return that the high

street can no longer generate. That fic-

. tionis what letsan owner sit on a board-
+ ed-up unit rather than sell: better to

wait for a more valuable planning per-
mission, or for the roof to fall in and the
listing lapse with it, than crystallise a
loss for tax purposes. Watch a derelict
pub deteriorate fora decade and you are
usually watching someone protect a
number on a spreadsheet from years
ago —at the community’s expense.
Any solution to our high streets’

to ports.

Paklslan and Egypt show what such

joined the game. Officers ded to
the Rapid Action Battalion — a notori-
ous, military-dominated elite law
enforcement unit — carried out extraju-
dicial killings at eight times the rate of
regular police. Politicians, journalists,
and academics were “disappeared”.

‘The rewards for this complicity were
staggering, chiefly in the form of land. In
Dhaka, there are 14 major public hous-
ingschemes for a city now home to more
than 30mn people. But the defence
forces alone have five, built with public
subsidies. Older government land
grants have made their holders dollar
millionaires in a city where income per
head is about $5,200.

During Hasina’s tenure, defence
spending doubled in real terms and the
armed forces captured a reported $6bn
in ion contracts. Uniformed

was

acountry: b that

manent stake in who governs. The mon-

reign turned to the internet, savaging

their own leadership on social media -
and shattering the sacred taboo against -
* blighting their community. If you're not
: usingit, and someone else can, then the

public dissent.
Sol b

they will have a reason to bend the gov-
ernment to their will. The crucial ques-

tion for the next chapter of Bangladesh’s
dcmoancy is whether they now poms

wisdom to

1 needs to force these delin-

. quent owners to bring buildings back
P © into use or surrender them. Councils
escape audit, crowd out private firms
and leave the officer corps with a per- |
: capital vehicle —a National Trust for the
etisation of the army’s ties to the regime
broke discipline inside the ranks too. :
Officers marginalised during Hasina’s -

have powers but rarely the capacity or
confidence to use them. A state-backed

high street — could take interim owner-
ship while long-term plans are made. It
would be transformative. And weneed a
fighting fund, with a crack team of law-
yers ready to shift the expectations of
every property owner whose building is

choice should be out of your hands.

It’s too late to rely on incentives like
business rate holidays alone. Only
active communities, backed by an

busii 1l as politics.

The writer is executive editor of Netra '
* Kinship Works network

News, an investigative news platform

{at

d pace that's needed.

The writer is a policy expert and part of the



