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State of exception
India must not normalise a culture
of discrimination
l n its first review by the U.N. Committee on

the Elimination of Racial Discrimination
(CERD) since 2007, India has elicited an ex-
pression of “grave concern” about reports of the
law enforcement apparatus resorting to violence
— physical and otherwise — against minority eth-
nic and ethno-religious groups, Dalits, and non-
citizens over the years. The Committee also not-
ed that India, which ratified the International
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Racial Discrimination in 1968, has not provided
detailed and updated information about the
state’s inquiries and sanctions arising from alle-
gations of such violence. While the government
has told CERD that caste bias falls outside Article
1 of the convention because caste is not synony-
mous with race, CERD has allowed all forms of
discrimination based on inherited status. The
Committee’s concerns also span the practice of
manual cleaning of sewers despite a law banning
it; hate speech against, poor hvmg condmons of,
and the mass of
the mass deprivation of citizenship via the Na-
tional Register of Citizens; large-scale deletions
from the Special Intensive Revisions of electoral
rolls; the government’s use of the FCRA, UAPA,
AFSPA, and PMLA instruments to hamper the
work of civil society organisations; the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita not expressly criminalising racist
hate speech; and the Forest (Conservation)
Amendment Act exempting “national security”
projects from consultative decision-making.
Given these issues and the fragmented re-
course available, the lack of suitably disaggregat-
ed data on disenfranchised communities, includ-
ing due to a much-delayed Census and the slow
release of NCRB data, has transcended the
bounds of administrative lethargy to actively im-
peding independent checks of India's claims
about fighting caste- and faith-based discrimina-

The politics of calling minds Naxal

n his Independence day address this year,

Prime Minister Narendra Modi declared

that his government had eliminated the

threat of armed Naxals/Maoists, but added
that ‘dimaagi Naxals (brainy Naxals’) remain.
These dangerous individuals, he said, had been
elevated to policy advisers by his predecessors.
Now, they look for opportunities to ‘drag society
onto the wrong path’ and ‘steer the nation’s
youth’ away from the ‘mainstream effort’ to turn
India into ‘a developed nation. He asked Indian
citizens to ‘identify and isolate’ such individuals
among them.

Defining the enemy

Is Mr. Modi the first leader of a democratic nation
to declare thoughts to be crimes, without resort
to innuendo or euphemism, in a formal address
to the nation? A search for other instances came
up empty.

But has he not used terms such as ‘urban
Naxal’ before? Is ‘dimaagi Naxal’ any different? I
believe it is a significant escalation.

First, while he has used the term ‘urban Naxal’
in campaign speeches and in Parliament, he has
not previously used it in an Independence Day
address to the nation.

Second, ‘urban’ implies an alleged connection
to ‘rural’ Naxals: urban individuals are alleged to
be facilitating crimes attributed to Maoist
insurgents. The actual charges may be fabricated,
and individuals might in fact be criminalised for
their ideology, that is, for thought crimes. But the
government did not admit this. In this case
however, Mr. Modi declared the end of rural
Naxals, and then formulated the category of
‘dimaagi Naxals’. It is their ‘dimaag’ alone, cut off
from any alleged ties to armed Maoist insurgents,
that he declares to be criminal

Had Mr Modi chosen to say ‘Naxali dimaag® or
“‘Naxali soch’ (thinking), it might be taken to mean
Maoist ideology. But ‘dimaagi Naxal” does not
identify a specific ideology as dangerous.

‘Dimaag’ itself is the deadly weapon. In
Hindi/Urdu, dimaag is used to mean the brain,
head, mind, consciousness, intellect, and
Ii To use your dimaag is to ‘use your

tion. In fact, India has been impl “spe-
cial measures” based on 2011 Census data, which
could mask a regression in the socioeconomic
status of Scheduled Tribes and Adivasis. Together
with the Global Alliance of National Human
Rights Institutions recommending the down-
grade of the NHRC last year, following the govern-
ment appointing police officers to investigative
roles and a lack of pluralism, CERD is effectively
stepping into a vacuum. The road ahead remains
clear, from restoring the NHRC's independence
and criminalising hate speech to supportive affir-
mative action, collecting and publishing disag-
gregated data, and improving the transparency
of the electoral roll revisions, and strengthening
enforcement overall. But if the government’s at-
tempted use of a technicality to keep the issues of
200 million Dalits a “domestic matter” and avoid
international accountability — and its dismissal of
CERD’s concerns as politically motivated — is any
guide, the task continues to fall to civil society to
exert influence in multilateral fora and sustain
political, legal, and administrative resistance to
government choices that normalise India’s sadly
widespread culture of discrimination of all sorts.

Drawn to defeat
India is now in a must-win situation in
the Test Championship cycle
T his was a triumph that ironically suffered

the after-effects of a loss. India’s 1-0 series

victory in the two-Test outing recently in
Sri Lanka, in normal circumstances, would have
been seen as a positive. However, in the race for
key points in the ICC World Test Championship
(WTC) cycle, the ideal India-centric result would
have been a clean sweep at 2-0. But with Dhanan-
jaya de Silva’s men thwarting India’s bid for a win
in the second Test at Colombo’s Sinhalese Sports
Club Ground, and forcing a draw, the visitors con-
tinue to occupy the fifth slot in the WTC rankings.
It is a position one below Bangladesh after the
eastern neighbour secured a 1-1 draw against Aus-
tralia in the series Down Under. If a WTC final
berth has to be secured then India has to do ex-
tremely well away against New Zealand and at
home against Australia, and then hope that the va-
rious permutations cropping up will be favoura-
ble. Shubman Gill's men find themselves in this pi-
quant situation due to their vulnerability at home,
having lost a Test series to South Africa last year.
The transition angst within the Indian unit is yet to
abate following the exit of R. Ashwin, Virat Kohli
and Rohit Sharma. Slowly, new heroes are emerg-
ing and the results could improve.

Stepping into the Emerald Isle and hamstrung
by the injured Jasprit Bumrah’s absence, India did
its homework. A warm-up fixture was won, while
some of its players had earlier turned out for India
A against Sri Lanka A and were ready. When the
series commenced with the first Test at pictures-
que Galle, India led from the front and won by 165
runs to secure a 1-0 lead. Devdutt Padikkal’s 167
and 44 led the run charts and most importantly it
also meant that the critical number three spot in
the batting order had found an apt occupant for
now. This is the same position that in the past had
featured pedigreed men such as Dilip Vengsarkar,
Rahul Dravid and Cheteshwar Pujara. Left-arm
spinner Manav Suthar too did well and his classi-
cal mode is a throwback to a gentle past. Sri Lan-
ka’s brief resistance hinged on Sonal Dinusha,
who registered a ton. Soon he would become an
immovable personality at the batting crease and
India learnt it the hard way at Colombo. His twin
hundreds helped Sri Lanka erase the ignominy of
suffering a follow-on and also survive a tense final
day to wrest a draw. The conclusion felt like a vic-
tory for the host and India is now placed in a must-
win corner in its future Tests.

head’ — that is, to think out of the box, to reason,
to think critically, to use your intelligence for
resourceful problem-solving.

Mr. Modi is notorious for asking Indians to
identify terrorists by what they wear - ‘kapde se
pehchano’ (Identify/judge someone by their
clothes) - a dog whistle for Muslims wearing
lungis, skullcaps or hijabs. Now, he is saying
‘dimaag se pehchano’ — identify anti-nationals by
how they think.

Operation Demonise Dimaag began a decade
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ago in 2016, with the attempt to incite hatred and
violence against Jawaharlal Nehru University
students and teachers. For six years the regime
has declared student protesters (such as Umar
Khalid, Sharjeel Imam, Gulfisha Fatima, Natasha
Narwal, Devangana Kalita) to be terrorists,
without a trial, without much push-back from the
judiciary and the press. Emboldened, it deployed
the same tactic against students protesting
examination paper leaks, calling them
‘dehshatgarh’ (terrorists). But stretched to such
lengths, this tactic snapped — and backfired. It
“leaked’ the key to the regime’s propaganda
codes. All of a sudden, all too many people could
see the pattern plainly. The government
rewarded mindless obedience, reverence and
adulation for Power. Apply your mind, your
dimaag, to demand democratic accountability
from Power, and it would “identify and isolate™
you as a terrorist, an andolanjeevi (parasite
feeding on protests), a cockroach.

Echoes of an old template

The timing is telling. Mr Modi is attacking Dimaag
when he is still smarting from his debacle at the
hands of young students armed only with wit and
imagination. He wants to prevent a recurrence.
Ironically, since he calls his critics ‘Naxals’
(Maoists), he seems to be embracing the Chinese
template for thought crimes.

Modi’s proposal inspired by his ideological gurus
from a century ago?

1In 1931, Dr. B.S. Moonje, Hindu Mahasabha
leader and close associate of Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) founder K.B.
Hedgewar, visited Italy to meet the fascist leader
Benito Mussolini. Mussolini was notorious for
civilian militias such as the ‘Voluntary Militia for
National Security’, colloquially known as the
Blackshirts, which unleashed violent terror
against political rivals, union leaders, journalists
and writers. In 1934, Moonje and Hedgewar met
to discuss the need for a Hindu-supremacist
militia to achieve the “ideal” of “a Hindu as a
dictator... like Mussolini or Hitler of the present
day Italy and Germany”. In 1935, Moonje
explained that his aim was to also militarise
Hindu society so as to completely choke off any
other expressions of social life — “There will thus
be no longer any distinction between the citizen
and the soldier, between the civilian and the man
in uniform.”

In 1939, Moonje expressed the hope that the
RSS “might be useful and handy” in the task of
preparing such a Hindu-supremacist militia. Who
would it fight? Not so much the British Raj or
potential Japanese invaders, but “internal
enemies” — i.e., Muslims and the Congress wing
of the freedom struggle. Moonje specifically
v:suahsed a conflict between the mutually

A Chinese Cc Party dum, of
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2013, warns that Internet forums, “lectures,
seminars, university classrooms, class discussion
forums, civilian study groups” as well as “open
letters and... petition-signings to vocalise requests
for political reforms, improvement of human
rights” represent a threat to the nation. Why?
Because “if we allow any of these ideas to spread,
they will disturb people’s existing consensus on
important issues like which flag to raise, which
road to take, which goals to pursue”.

That is what the student protests did: demolish
Mr. Modi’s claim to represent a monolithic
popular consensus, challenged only by a tiny
gang of unpopular critics. That consensus must
be restored.

Mr. Modi identified ‘dimaagi Naxals’ as the
foremost internal threat to national security. Is
his plan for “a huge voluntary force of civil
defence” intended to deal with them?

The examples Mr. Modi cites are unconvincing.
Defending refineries from aerial bombardment
and banks from cyber attacks cannot be left to
‘civilian volunteers’ — these would need
enhanced air defence and cyber-security systems
comprising experts. We already have the Civil
Defence Act 1968 and the Home Guards to
organise civilians for non-combat roles. Is Mr.

between “the Rifle” (symbolising the Hmdutva

militia) and “the Charka” (symbolising Gandhi).

Nearly a decade later, Nathuram Godse wielded
the Rifle that killed Gandhi.

The road ahead

Today, a woman who proudly declared herself a
“fan of Godse’ and said the very name ‘Gandhi’ is
like a ‘gaali’ (a swear word), has been elevated to
the leadership of the Bharatiya Janata Party’s
social media cell. As has a man who used foul
abuse against Congress Parliamentary Party
chairperson Sonia Gandhi, and the “b****y voting
right” for Muslims and oppressed castes as the
“root cause” of India’s problems. Meanwhile,
online and offline pro-Modi mobs as well as
police are hounding student protesters, especially
girls and women. The pretext is that the students,
as a last resort, raised profane slogans at Mr. Modi
himself, which turned out to be the only thing to
move him to remove his corrupt Minister.

Will these mobs, together with the moral
policing mobs and the anti-Muslim lynch mobs,
be elevated to the ranks of Mr. Modi's ‘civilian
defence force’? This is a real danger, given that
his supporters believe he is the ‘Hindu Hitler’ of
Moonje’s and Hedgewar’s dreams.

Nepal’s agony, the Himalayan warning to India

ill India learn now at least?
w Will it let Nepal speak to India
through its agony what India has

refused to hear ?

The Himalaya are not a series of silos —

1 Hindu Kush Himal Pakistan
Himal Indian Himal Nepal Himal the
Himalaya in Tibet-China, Bhutan. To employ a
powerful term I have heard Vadodara-based
painter Gulam Mohammed Sheikh use for the
Elephanta Caves, the Himalaya are one living
rock, silently, broodingly, tense with seismic
voltages, glacial stirrings and geological
turbulence.

And they spell their uncoded thought in
swipes no one can foretell. When, where exactly,
with what ferocity, no one knows. And what
disasters may radiate from them — through rivers
plucked from their courses, rockfalls and
landslides depositing mud and silt, turning
human habitations into rubble and fertile farms
into slime — no one can precisely envision.

Ask those who have heard from their parents
and grandparents of the Nepal-Bihar earthquake
of 1934 or the Assam temblor of 1950. They will
speak of the nightmare.

The question of preparedness
The world has been told — India has specifically
been warned - by seismologists of an impending
earthquake of humungous scale with the
potential of a cataclysm across a great swathe of
northern India which lies under the
quake-shadow of the Himalaya. It is not as if
India’s government has declined to heed the
warning. It has done much, as its disaster
management agencies will rightly assure us, to be
alert to the risk.

But after 26/8 what we need to ask and know
is: should what happened in upper Nepal have
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happened in lower Nepal, and even lower than
that, would our ‘preparedness’ have sufficed to
save riverside habitations from instant death?
More pemnemly, we need to ask and know
whether the at n of

Uttarakhand and China, the mountains are
warning us”, August 28, 2026), explained how
China’s construction of Medog, the world's
largest hydropower project, at the great bend of
the river just across the border and

global warming triggered GLOFs (or Glacial Lake
Outburst Floods), has led authorities to warn
people living in potential GLOF-affected areas in
India of the danger they face and advised them
on how to face it.

We are, let us face it, in seismic, glacial,

offices

One living rock,
shared by
nations, makes
its dangers a
shared concern
for all

C ical and geological innocence.

By ‘we’ I mean we the people of India. Our
earth scientists know it all but their jnana is
clasped tight in their acharya-mushti-s
(knowledge kept in the teacher’s fist’).

What happened in Nepal on that stricken
Wednesday is yet to be fully appraised. We will
soon enough know whether it was an earthquake
that caused the GLOF, or whether the GLOF
resulted in the earth quaking and waterbodies
swelling as they never have before.

‘Whatever happened, India must learn
Be the sequence as it may, the following lessons
scream to be learnt by India.

First, the Himalaya, held sacred since memory
has served, gestate ‘sure-shot’ danger.

Second, these dangers can now no longer be
left to be unravelled in seminars and technical
papers.

Third, they have to be made known on a war
footing to us, the clear potential victims.

Fourth, and not just made known as in
increasing our knowledge but made known as in
making us part of a new safeguarding.

Fifth, our scholar-diplomat Shyam Saran has,
in two timely and telling articles in The Tribune
(“China’s hydel project bodes ill for India”, July
14, 2026) and The Indian Express (“From Nepal to

very close to the Paizhen Fault, could (should
there be a major earthquake in the project’s
vicinity), cause a massive discharge of
floodwaters and debris into India’s northeast.
India’s salutary initiatives to bring about a
measure of mature civility on the borders with
China must now include frankness about the
ferocious danger that Medog poses.

Sixth, an urgent review of India’s own built
hazards such as dams and reactors in the high
risk zones followed by the dismantling of the real
‘baddies’ can no longer be postponed.

Seventh, and no less difficult but no less
important, a calibrated but time-bound
decongestion of human agglomerations in
high-risk zones.

Eighth, if surgical strikes can be used with
precision and without excesses against an
external enemy to good effect, their civilian
equivalent should be deployed to disable that
which, though intended for our well-being, has
become a danger.

Progress and danger

Marjorie Sykes was a British devotee of India, in
the tradition of C.F. Andrews, Verrier Elwin and
J.B.S. Haldane. I once heard her say with passion:
“Dams are a damnation.” All dams may not be,
but some, depending on their location, are.
Likewise, some reactors can become rakshasas.
And some commercial behemoths, predatory.

A big and great nation can learn from the
experience of a small neighbour. Especially when
both are perched on the same living rock that
threatens to turn into a mass grave.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Uphold Bar dards.

Lawyers have played a
significant role in modern
India, in shaping our society
and polity, particularly
during the freedom struggle
and after Independence
(Front page, “Not a good
sign if a Bar Council loses
respect: SC judge”, August
30). Many stalwarts have
graced the higher judiciary,
conducted themselves with
the utmost dignity, upheld
professional values, and
brought respect to the Bar.
The Bar Council of India has
also largely done well in
regulating the legal

However, recent
developments have caused
dismay within the legal
community and beyond.
The widely criticised
decision directing the State
Bar Councils to halt the
enrolment of the NALSAR
2026 batch, and its
subsequent reversal, have
cast the Bar Council of India
in a poor light. The call by
Supreme Court judge
Justice BV. Nagarathna
urging the Bar Councils to
“introspect on their role and
importance in upholding
professlonal ethlcs, morality
and profe

P an i 4

[ e” is timely. The
Bar Councils should take
note of this.
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Venezuelan oil raises
serious questions about
natwnal sovereignty and
i law. The
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No country above the law
If Russia’s actions against
Ukraine and Iran’s actions
against Kuwait are
condemned, why should
similar conduct by the
United States be treated
differently?

Venezuela is a sovereign
nation, not an American
colony whose natural
resources can be controlled
at Washington’s will. The
reported U.S. control over

United Nations appears to

become a “sleeping beauty”

whenever a powerful nation
acts with impunity.
International law must
apply equally to every
country; no nation should

be above it. Otherwise,
global institutions risk
encouraging dictators who
believe that power makes
them untouchable.

T. Kailash Ditya,

Hyderabad

The spirit of Madras
The Hindu and the citizens
of Chennai deserve praise

Corrections & Clarifications

In an article, “The long wait for a woman Minister in Karnataka” (Opinion
page - State of Play, August 13, 2026), a sentence read: “Since then, the
share has fluctuated, with the 1972 election seeing not even a single wo-
man elected to the Assembly out of the 28 who contested.” It should have
said, “Since then, the share has fluctuated from election to election.”

The Readers' Editors

E-mail: readerseditor@thehindu.co.in

for making Madras Day a
vibrant tribute to the city's
heritage.

From soul-stirring music,
dance and food festivals to
heritage walks,
photographic exhibitions
and quizzes, this
collaborative initiative
beautifully brings together
history and community
while proudly showcasing
the timeless charm and rich
legacy of Madras to the
world.

T.5. Karthik,

Chennai
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letters@thehindu.co.in
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Should the CJP be a political party?

glimpse at India’s

recent  history
suggests that
while some

protest movements became
successful political parties,
others did not. The success
of ‘the recent youth
movement started by the
Cockroach Janta Party (CJP)
should not be judged by
whether it would become a
successful political party nor
by its forcing the former
Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan to
resign. Rather, the success of
the CJP movement should be
judged by the enthusiastic
participation of  young
students for a cause which
concerned them; the success
of which has raised
confidence in them.

They now believe that

they can make the
government  hear  their
voices even if it is raised
from a non-political
platform.

Movements to parties

Very often the success of a
movement is judged by not
only what the movement
was able to achieve but
whether it was able to
become a successful political
party or not. The 1979
student’s agitation in Assam
led by the All Assam
Students Union transformed
into a successful political
party, the Asom Gana
Parishad  (AGP), which
formed the government in
1985 in Assam. The India
against corruption
movement also transformed
into a political party — the
Aam Adami Party (AAP)
which came to power in
Delhi for the first time in
2013. Not only did the India

against corruption
movement draw large
support, the AAP also

enjoyed massive electoral
gains; it won 67 and 62 seats
out of a total of 70 Assembly

R
2
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1f the CJP does
turn into a
political party,
there is hardly
any doubt that
it will attract
young voters

seats in Delhi with a 54.3%
and 53.5% vote share during
the 2015 and 2020 bl

voters across the country?

elections respectively.

The AAP also formed a
government in Punjab in
2022.

In the success story of
both the AGP and AAP, the
youth played an important
role. During the 2015
Assembly elections, the
AAP’s vote share among
young voters (18-22 years of
age) was 63%, almost 10%
higher compared to its
average vote share. The AAP
went on to draw 60% of the
votes among young voters
(18-22 years) during the 2020
Assembly elections as well —
7% higher compared to its
average vote share.

1f the CJP does turn into a
political party, there is
hardly any doubt that the
new party will attract young
voters, as has been the case
with other newly formed
parties. The newly formed
Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam
(TVK), led by actor-turned
politician C. Joseph Vijay,
formed the government in
‘Tamil Nadu in the very first
election it contested in 2026,
replacing the two
established formations
mainly the Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam and the
All India Anna Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam. The
youth played a very
important role in the victory
of the TVK. While the overall
vote share of the TVK was
34.9%, its share among
young voters (1822) was
significant at nearly 70%.

ionally, the Bharati

Strong chall s
There have also been
successful social movements
which have failed as political
parties. The movement for a
separate State of
Uttarakhand resulted in the
formation of a new State and
a new political party, the
Uttarakhand ~ Kranti  Dal
(UKD). However, it failed to
make an electoral impact.
During the 2002 election,
which was the first election
held after the formation of
Uttarakhand, the UKD
polled only 5.4% votes and
won just four Assembly
seats. There have been
similar groups which have
led protesl muvemams,
and

Adopt policies for reuse of treated water

he recently
notified treated
wastewater reuse
policies for Uttar
Pradesh and Uttarakhand
offer an instructive example

of what contextualised
policymaking can look like.
Developed through an

ive

Sonia Grover

Water policy expert at
Mu Gamma

C
process, these policies do
not apply a one-size-fits-all
template. They account for
the stark geographical
diversity within each State,
the distinct needs of hill
communities versus densely
populated  plains, and
embed principles such as
fit-for-purpose reuse
approaches, integration
with urban planning and
river rejuvenation,

the like, but most of them
could not become successful
political parties.

However, there have been
movements led by the
youth, with the participation
of larger social communities,
which resulted in a change of
the national government.
The Jayaprakash Narayan led
anti-emergency movement
of 1977 dethroned the
powerful Indira Gandhi-led
government. Similarly, the
anti-corruption movement
led by Anna Hazare
contributed to the defeat of
the Congress-led coalition
government in 2014.

It should be of no concern
whether the CJP becomes a
political party or not as the
movement has already been
able to achieve some
nctlceable milestones. It
d that issues take

Janata Party (BJP) has an
advantage among young
voters, its vote share being
4% higher amongst voters in
the age group of 1822 years.
Therefore, the rise of the CJP
may affect the BJP more than
any other party.

But the question remains,
can the CJP attract young

importance and not leaders
as this movement was
largely leaderless without
the active support of any
political party.

It also gave a large
number of people the hope
that their voices can be
heard if they come together
in a sustained manner.

y participation,
blended finance  and
public-private  partnership
pathways, and digital
monitoring  systems that
make reuse accountable.
However, examples such
as these remain the
exception rather than the
rule. Every summer, Indian
States make headlines
grappling  with  water
scarcity and yet, the story
never seems to change.

Rampant groundwater
extraction, and the
relentless tug-of-war
between agriculture,

industry, and urban demand
have become a recurring
script. The real question is
no longer whether India
needs to rewrite this
narrative, but how much
longer it can afford not to.

Hidden opportunity

Treated wastewater is an
untapped resource waiting
to be mainstreamed. For
agriculture, industry, urban
landscaping, and ecological
restoration, it offers
something increasingly rare:
a reliable, drought-proof
supply. India’s water future
may hinge less on

Girija Bharat

Water policy expert at
Mu Gamma
consultants

India’s water
future may
hinge less on
discovering new
freshwater
reserves and
more on the
intelligence with
which the
country recycles
what it

already has

discovering new freshwater
reserves and more on the
intelligence with which the
country recycles what it
already  has.  National
missions such as the Atal
Mission for Rejuvenation
and Urban Transformation
have done commendable
work in scaling sewage
treatment  infrastructure,
but pipes and plants alone
do not close the loop. A
treatment  facility that
discharges into a drain
rather than feeding a farm or
a factory is infrastructure
without purpose.

What India needs is an
ecosystem that converts
capacity into  practice:
institutional ~ coordination
across departments, pricing
signals that make reuse

reducing costly dependence
on freshwater, enabling
industrial and urban growth
without straining existing
supplies, and supporting
low-carbon urban
development at scale. Until
this economic case is made
clearly and credibly to State
governments and planners,
the policy will remain an
aspiration.

Reuse succeeds
when  utilities,  urban
departments, irrigation
agencies, and industries stop
working in silos and start
working in an integrated
manner. The financial
momentum needed to hit
reuse targets is rarely found
in new budgetary allocations
alone; it is unlocked by
identifying synergies with

only

economically rational, | existing schemes and
quality dard that | c e opportunities
inspire  confidence  in | across programmes that are
end-users, and city-level | already funded and moving.
roadmaps that translate

national ambition into local | Need for awareness
action.  The  National | There is one more

Framework on Safe Reuse of
Treated Water (SRTW), 2022
offers precisely the canvas
India needs to navigate this
transition. More than a
guiding  document, it
represents a policy signal
that reuse is no longer
peripheral — it is a national
priority. By mandating
States to develop their own
reuse policies, the
Framework acknowledges
that water solutions must
ultimately be local, even
when the vision is national.
Several States have already
responded, putting in place
policies that set reuse targets
and chart a path toward
measurable milestones.

Treated wastewater,
reframed correctly, is not a
waste management

problem; it is an economic
opportunity. Its case rests on
hard, computable value —
building climate resilience,
drought-proofing cities,

constituency that cannot be
overlooked: the public.
Misconceptions about the
safety of treated water run
deep. The National SRTW
Framework as well as the
reuse policies for Uttar
Pradesh and Uttarakhand
have chosen to call treated
water Apna Jal (our water),
signalling something that no
document can fully capture:
that the shift India needs is
not just infrastructural but
psychological.

Experts working with
State  governments  are
witnessing a quiet shift in
thinking — that the safe reuse
of treated water is not just a
policy consideration but a
strategic imperative. Yet,
several States remain on the
sidelines. States that have
not yet adopted a clear plan
for water security through
reuse are not just falling
behind, they are running out
of time to catch up.
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China supports India for

Nepal disaster a grim reminder to rethink preparedness

The flash floods in Nepal have made it imperative for countries to be better prepared for natural disasters that are becoming unpredictable and frequent

L DATA POINT J . ] :
e OtArKWarning Security Council et

New Delhi, August 30: The Chinese
Ambassador-designate, Mr. Chen Chao Yusu, is
expected to arrive in Delhi in the next two weeks
and present his credentials well before October 1
to make his first public appearance at the
Embassy’s national day reception.

As a happy augury to the restoration of
Ambassador-level representation, China has
fallen in line with the rest of the Asian Group in
the United Nations in supporting India’s
candidature for one of the two Asian seats on
the Security Council to be vacated by Japan on
completion of its two-year term.

At the Asian Group meeting in New York on

The data for charts were sourced from Our World in Data, EM-DAT, International
Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD)'s “Changing Dynamics

of Glaciers in the Hindu Kush Himalayan Region 1990-2020", Notre Dame Global
Adaptation Initiative scores (2024) and Copernicus Climate Change Service (C3S)

he dire human and eco-

T nomic cost of the catas-

trophic flash floods in Ne-

pal on August 26, serves as a stark

reminder to countries of the ur- CHART 1: Annual change in glacier mass globally. Figures in gigatonnes

gent need to strengthen their dis- 200
aster resilience and preparedness.
Nepal, which bore the brunt of

the latest glacial collapse, was al- 0
ready identified as being increas-
ingly vulnerable to Glacial Lake

Outburst Floods (GLOFs). As per  -200
the UN Development Program, the
country had experienced 26 GLOF

TABLE 1 ndla and Nepal fall underthe ‘more vulnerable less ready” group i.e.
they remain highly vulnerable and less ready to deal with disasters

Less More Less More

Income
group.

1 3‘\ ot cesdyj{[tmeis sy, Jexs renity Joss tondy August 16, which incidentally was presided over

events since the 1970s. Data show ~ -400 "lj \ O o 54% (25/46) | 0% (0/46) 39% (18/46) 7% (3/46) by the Bangladesh representative, China went
that the world has lost over 9,500 I,\ 4 Upper middle | 38% (18/47) | 19% (9/47) 320 (15/47) 11% (5/47) along with the other members in supporting
' | o s 3
gigatonnes of ts glacier mass since v Lower middle | 26% (12/47) | 34% (16/47) | 9% (a/an) | 320 (15/47) Japan's suggestion that India should be .
1975 (Chart 1). Several -600 - . . . . . ; . . - for this seat. The other two countries
Low 2% (1/47) | 28%(13/47) 0% (0/47) 70% (33/47)

in the field, the Philippines and Mongolia,
withdrew in India’s favour after several
countries spoke in support of its candidature.
In accordance with the normal practice, the
0= Bangladesh Chairman of the 34-member Asian
Group has formally notified the other regional
groups of its decision to nominate India.

ranges in the Himalayan region
such as Central Himalaya (which
includes Nepal and India’s Uttarak-
hand) have recorded over 20% de-
cline in glacier area in three de-
cades (Chart 2).

With natural disasters becom- ~ -10
ing frequent (Chart 3), it is imper-

1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025

CHART 2: Changes in glacier area between 1990 and 2020 across mountain ranges in the Hindu Kush Himalaya region, as mentioned in ICIMOD's report. Figures in %

ative for governments to assess .0 | 8

and be better prepared for disas- The Central Himalaya (which includes Nepal

ters. Just this month, Indonesia and India’s Uttarakhand) have recorded A HUNDRED YEARS AGO AUGUST 31, 1926
-30 over 20% decline in glacier area

witnessed a 7.7 magnitude earth-
quake, China battled typhoons,

The right of pathway bill

T T T T T T T T T T T T T T
Hindu Kush Karakoram Central Eastern Gangdise Hengduan Tanggula Tibetan Eastern Qilian Eastern Western Pamir  Altun

and several European countries el i o el ihteror i S py
combated wildfires. Wsstlern imalaya Himalaya Nyam?hen. an han Interior Tibetan an Ku:(un Ku:lun- an Mr. Saldanha presented the report of the Select
Massive death tolls aside, they Himalaya tangiha Shan Shan Committee on the Bill to amend the Madras

District Municipalities Act 1920 and moved that
the Bill be taken into consideration at once. He
said that the right of public pathway should be
given to all classes in respect of roads and streets
maintained at the expense of the municipality.
The principles of this Bill were the same as the
principles of Mr. Veerian’s Bill.

Some of the members opposed the motion on

displace millions of people (Chart
4). Further, the economic cost of
damages spans several billions
(Chart 5). Nepal’s Finance Minis-
ter told Reuters that the country
would require about $4 billion to
$5 billion to rebuild, nearly a tenth
of their economy.

CHART 3: Reported number of natural disasters
acrosss the world since 1990

CHART 4: People displaced internally due to
natural disasters each year. Figures in million

CHART 5: Economic damage caused by natural disasters
globally. Figures n $ billion

Landslide

I Drought M Earthquake Ml Flood
Extreme temperature and weather
Wildfire Bl Volcanic activity

I Extreme weather & temperature  Drought Il Flood

458 Wildfire

Earthquake I Landslide Il Volcanic activity

Climate change impacts coun- 31 28 the ground that the Bill as amended was not
tries disproportionately. An assess- 20 253 26.8 received by them in time and pointed out that
ment of vulnerability (exposure, = 231 material alterations had been made by the Select
sensitivity, and ability to adapt) 9.2 187 .5 Committee and asked the President not to
and readiness (ability to leverage suspend the operation of the Standing Order.
investments to adaptation actions) The Chief Minister admitted that there had
of countries show that several low- been a change and left the question to be
and lower-middle income coun- decided by the President. The Hon. Mr.
tries remain highly vulnerable and A8 - . L Marjoribanks wished to know if the Bill in its

i isas- I T S I R A RN . : 4
less ready to deal with such disas- FES S S P 2000 2025 g;(:lﬁné ;l‘)’l;;ln :zrl_c(l;;neceerl;'le'd the previous sanction

ters (Table 1).
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Rehabilitation centres  Number of doctors Heatrelated deaths Amount sanctioned People aboard ferry
in Mizoram for drug to be recruited by seen in Austria in June by J&K govt. to repair  that capsized off coast
addicts Himachal govt. and July migrant flats of northern Cyprus

Mizoram has 48 centres and
48 homes providing care and

rehabilitation services to
5,224 people affected by drug addiction,
officials said on Sunday. The State
government provided 342 lakh as financial
assistance to these centres and homes. em

Speaking at the
6 0 inauguration of a
health camp, Himachal
Pradesh CM Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu said
that the government is going to recruit 300
medical officers, 200 specialist doctors and
150 super-specialist doctors. e

Austria saw its
646 highest-ever recorded

number of
heat-related deaths this June and July, the
country’s health agency said on Sunday.
The AGES agency said those two months
saw 646 heat-related deaths. ase

in T crore. The Jammu and
Kashmir government has

approved a ¥82.45-crore repair

project for 5,000 flats across Jammu'’s
migrant camps. Public Works Department
officials said that repair and renovation
would be taken up soon. rm

At least seven people
267 have died after a ferry
carrying at least 267
passengers and crew capsized off the coast
of northern Cyprus on Sunday, Turkish
media reported. a»
COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM
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OBC creamy layer and the income test

Why is the Centre finding the ruling difficult to implement? What exactly did the Supreme Court rule on the creamy layer? Why is the Centre seeking

clarification? What are its concerns over implementing the ruling? What happens next in the creamy layer case?

EXPLAINER
Abhinay Lakshman

The story so far:
he Supreme Court has said it
will consider setting up a
Bench to hear the Centre’s
application seeking
clarification over its March 11 judgment on
the income test component of the OBC
creamy layer exclusion criteria.
Retrospectively implementing the
judgment on the income/wealth test for
OBC creamy layer determination is
“extremely difficult” and will cause a
“cascading effect” in the settled services
from 2012 till now, with the impact
extending to “all categories, including the
Unreserved category”, the Centre said in
a batch of applications.

Why does the Centre call the ruling
‘extremely difficult’ to implement?
The Supreme Court on March 11 delivered
its judgment in a batch of cases pending
for close to a decade, relating to how the
Department of Personnel and Training
(DoPT) should interpret the crucial
income/wealth test, which is one of the
layers through which the “creamy layer”
(or ively socially and ecc 1
forward) among the Other Backward
Classes communities is excluded from
availing the benefit of reservation.

The cases that eventually came before
the court involved claims by at least 50
OBC candidates who had appeared in
Civil Services Examinations (CSE) since
2015 and were excluded from
consideration for an OBC-reserved post
after the DoPT classified them as part of
the creamy layer solely based on their
parents’ income.

The Supreme Court found that the
DoPT was incorrectly applying the
income test for this category of OBC
candidates and directed the government
to create supernumerary posts for the
OBC candidates to whom the income test
had been applied with what it called
“hostile discrimination,” and allot them
services according to their ranks in their
respective CSE years.

‘What are the criteria for exclusion?
The creamy layer concept among OBCs
emerged from the Supreme Court’s 1992
ruling in the Indra Sawhney case, which
paved the way for the implementation of
OBC reservations. The idea was to
exclude OBC candidates whose families
had accumulated social and economic
privileges over the years from the benefits
of reservation. Such candidates came to
be described as belonging to the “creamy
layer”.

To clarify which categories of OBC
candidates would fall under the creamy
layer, the DoPT issued an Office
Memorandum [(OM), a guiding charter] in
September 1993, laying down the criteria
for exclusion.

The OM prescribed several categories
of exclusion, including children of senior
constitutional, judicial, government and
armed forces officers.

Besides this, the DoPT also prescribed
a crucial income or wealth test,
applicable to people in the salaried
professional class or engaged in trade;
people holding plantations, vacant land
and/or buildings in urban areas; and
people whose parents held posts in
Central or State PSUs where the
equivalence of these posts with
government service posts had not yet
been established. It is this last category,
that is, children of parents holding posts
in Central or State PSUs or in private
employment, that the court delivered its
March 11 judgment.

K - »

‘What was the problem with the 1993
OM and 2004 letter?
Under the 1993 DoPT OM on the
income/wealth test for OBC reservations,
a candidate would be considered part of
the creamy layer if their parents’ gross
family income exceeded the prescribed
limit for three consecutive years, or if
they possessed wealth above the
exemption limit prescribed under the
Wealth Tax Act, 1957. The income limit,
which was 1 lakh when the 1993 OM was
issued, was revised several times and now
stands at ¥8 lakh, with the last revision
having come in 2017. Importantly, the
1993 DoPT OM specified that income from
salaries and agricultural land should be
excluded when applying the
income/wealth test, with income from
other sources such as property, business,
or capital gains being considered.
However, in October 2004, the DoPT
issued a letter meant to clarify issues that
had arisen in interpreting the 1993 OM. In
paragraph 9 of this letter, the DoPT took
up the issue of how to calculate income
for the income/wealth test for OBCs
whose parents were in Central or State
PSUs where equivalence of posts had not
yet been established. The DoPT seemed
to suggest that income from salaries was
to be counted to determine if the income
was above the prescribed threshold for

GETTY IMAGES

not clearly specified.

The court went on to note that the
interpretation of the 1993 OM, read with
the 2004 letter, had led to “hostile
discrimination” between the children of
those in government service and those in
PSUs or private employment.

Without establishing equivalence of
posts, the income test, including salaries,
was being applied to rule out OBC
candidates whose parents were not in
government service, while OBC
candidates whose parents were in
government service were being subjected
to a test that did not include salaries. This
is what the court had described as
“hostile discrimination”.

The court said, “Treating the children
of those employed in PSUs or private
employment, etc., as being excluded from
the benefit of reservation only on the
basis of their income derived from
salaries, and without reference to their
posts (whether Group A or B, or Group C
or D) would certainly lead to hostile
discrimination between parties who are
similarly placed and would amount to
equals being treated unequally.”

The court had directed the Centre to
implement this reading of the income test
within six months by creating
supernumerary posts for the petitioners,
who were OBC candidates in the Civil
Services ions and had been

three consecutive years. The threshold
was subsequently revised to %8 lakh per
year in 2017.

In the 2026 ruling, the Division Bench
noted that until the government
establishes equivalence between the posts
of Central or State PSUs and government
services, the income/wealth test must
continue to apply equally.

How did the Supreme Court interpret
the income test?
The March 11 Union of India vs Rohith
Nathan judgment said that OBC
candidates whose parents work in PSUs
or the private sector, where the
government has yet to establish
equivalence of posts with government
services, cannot be treated differently
from OBC candidates in other categories
under the creamy layer exclusion criteria.
Significantly, the Supreme Court ruled
that the income/wealth test component of
the exclusion exercise must be seen and
operated as a “residual filter”, adding that
salaries and agricultural incomes had

excluded from the creamy layer on
account of their parents’ salaries alone.
The parents were working in public sector
undertakings or the private sector.

Did the Centre try to implement the
Supreme Court’s directions?

The Supreme Court’s ruling in the Rohith
Nathan case was a watershed moment for
this category of OBCs, who had said that
the issue had been pending for more than
a decade. As per the Supreme Court’s
direction, the Union government was
supposed to issue further instructions in
pursuance of the court’s reading of the
income test component — on how the
supernumerary posts must be created
and how the existing strength of the
services must be adjusted to
accommodate them.

According to government records, the
Union Ministry of Personnel, Pensions
and Public Grievances wrote to the
Ministry of Social Justice and
Empowerment on June 3, seeking advice

been consciously left out while app
this test under the 1993 OM. The court
found that while the 1993 OM was clear
about excluding income from salaries
from the calculation of the income/wealth
test, the 2004 letter appeared to call for
its inclusion in circumstances that were

[

on impl the directions of the
Rohith Nathan judgment. The Personnel
Ministry told the Social Justice Secretary
that the Allocation of Business Rules
provide for the Social Justice Ministry to
formulate policy on reservations and that
it was therefore seeking

i -y |

“clarification/action” in this regard. The
Personnel Ministry further sought “advice
on instructions to be adopted or notified”
by the DoPT.

As of August 19, the Centre’s position
before the Central Administrative
Tribunal in a matter identical to that of
the aggrieved OBC candidates in the
Rohith Nathan case was that it was in the
process of implementing the March 11
judgment.

However, a few days later, the DoPT
filed an application highlighting why it
was seemingly impossible to follow the
Supreme Court’s directions and the issues
that were arising in implementing them

THE GIST

4

The Supreme Court’s March 11
ruling held that salary income
should not be used to exclude
0BC candidates from the
creamy layer where their
parents work in PSUs or private
employment without
established equivalence of
posts with government service.

v

The Centre says retrospective
i ion could have a

retrospectively. In this , the
Centre said that despite its efforts to
create the supernumerary posts as called
for in the Rohith Nathan judgment, it was
facing an increasing number of claims for
adjustment, issues of seniority arising
from such adjustments, and concerns that
even this exercise could be “unfair” toa
different category of OBC candidates and
candidates of “all categories, including
the unreserved category”.

The Centre noted that since the March
11 judgment, 22 other judgments have
been issued by courts applying the
principles laid out in Rohith Nathan. In
addition, the DoPT said that 12 new cases
have been filed seeking reconsideration of
OBC non-creamy layer status under the
Rohith Nathan principles, by candidates
‘who had not previously approached the
courts,

However, OBC candidates who spoke
to The Hindu argued that the Centre’s
reluctance to implement the directions
does not appear to make sense. These
candidates have asked why the DoPT had
not mentioned these larger issues with
implementation earlier.

These candidates have noted that the
older reading of the income test — the one
that the court said practised “hostile
discrimination” — was being applied only
by the DoPT, and that too arbitrarily.

‘What happens next?

Along with the application that the DoPT
has filed setting out the difficulties it was
facing in implementing the Rohith Nathan
judgment’s directions, especially
retrospectively, the Union government
had filed a separate application, seeking
that it be allowed to continue allotting
services as per the old reading of the
income test for CSE 2025 candidates, and
seeking clarification on how to implement
the directions. The Centre said that more
than 950 CSE 2025 candidates were about
to start their Foundation Course and that
they had been recommended based on
the old reading of the income test.

The DoPT argued, in this application,
that the retrospective application of the
judgment was specifically running into
the issues mentioned above.

The Supreme Court has now said it will
consider setting up a Bench to hear the
Centre’s request for clarification on how
to implement its directions and its request
to allow the allotment of services to CSE
2025 candidates to continue as settled for
the time being.

However, in the other application filed
along with this, the Centre has asked for
clarification on how to implement the
direction overall. It has further argued
that there might be some value in
including income from salaries, as in
some cases it might be the “sole
intelligible differentia” between two OBC
candidates from “similar social
backgrounds”. It has also argued that, in
the absence of salary consideration, some
cases might lead to OBC candidates with
parents earning up to 31 crore being
considered non-creamy layer.

Now, the question is: how far will the
Supreme Court’s March 11 verdict reach?

‘cascading effect’ on settled
services, while triggering fresh
claims from candidates who
were previously denied OBC
non-creamy-layer status.

v

The Supreme Court will
consider setting up a Bench to
hear the Centre’s plea for
clarification on implementing
the ruling, including its
application to CSE 2025
candidates.
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Even without Meta's new controls, parents and educators can work with children to fight social media addiction. REUTERS

Can Meta’s safety controls make Facebook
and Instagram less addictive for teens?

Meta has agreed to an $18-billion settlement with US. states and will introduce stricter controls for teen users; but enforcing these safeguards could

prove difficult as children can evade age checks, while the measures also raise concerns over privacy and the role of rival platforms

Sahana Venugopal

The story so far:
n August 26, Meta agreed to an
approximately $18 billion
settlement with dozens of U.S.
states in annual instalments
over 10 years, and announced stricter
controls in its apps for teen users. The
settlement is the culmination of a lawsuit
brought by California and 28 other U.S.
states alleging that Facebook and
Instagram are harmful for children and
that they illegally collect personal data.
While several parents and child health
advocates welcomed the new child
protection controls, enforcing them will
be a lot more challenging.

‘What child protections is Meta rolling
out?

The social media giant is both rolling out
new features and building on existing
features designed to create a safer and
less addictive experience for Facebook
and Instagram users under 18.

These measures are set to
automatically apply in participating U.S.
states and territories. 52 attorneys general
covering U.S. states, territories, and the
District of Columbia have joined the
agreement.

Arguably, the biggest win for parents
and the biggest concession by Meta is a
default two-hour daily time limit across
Facebook and Instagram. Teens can only
turn this off with a parent’s permission.

Furthermore, a ‘Night Mode’ will block
app users between 12 AM and 6 AM, so
teens cannot post or view their Feed,
Stories, Reels, or the Explore section.
Similarly, the School Mode between 8 AM

and 3 PM will mute notifications by
default. However, these limits do not
apply to direct messages (DMs).

Teens are set to receive multiple
prompts after every 15 minutes of
continuous screen time on
Facebook/Instagram, apart from prompts
that come after their total daily usage
reaches 60 minutes and 90 minutes.

To directly address addictive video
features, Meta is giving teens (and their
parents) the ability to choose a
non-algorithmic feed as their default, as
well as the ability to turn off Autoplay.

As for steps to combat unhealthy
comparisons and anxiety over
appearances and popularity, teen users
will no longer see the number of likes and
reactions on posts by default. Meta is also
expanding its policy to block teens from
using “extreme makeup filters,” adding to
a previous block against cosmetic surgery
filters for teens.

Meta reaffirmed its commitment to
strengthening existing controls in order to
catch underage account users, as well as
teens falsely entering adult birthdays. The
company claimed it will continue placing
teens into private accounts on Instagram
and activating private default settings on
Facebook, apart from restricting
“potentially suspicious adults” from
reaching out to them.

Meta also said it would encourage
parents to set up its supervision tools, and
give them new controls and insights.

Can these safety controls be
effectively enforced?

This is the crux of the matter. Safety
controls for teens work only as well as the
technology that verifies users’ ages and

detects rule-breakers.

Take Australia, for example; the
country was the first to enforce a strict
blanket ban on social media for children
under 16. While many parents lauded the
idea and Meta reported this month that it
removed over 750,000 accounts that it
suspected were held by under-16s, a study
by the University of Newcastle there
reported that the ban did not appear to
have significantly impacted under-16s
who were using social media.

As other platforms and administrations
explore age restrictions, critics have
pointed out how easily children can fake
their ages — even in video selfies and live
camera tests. What’s more, these data
collection tactics raise additional
questions about how children’s private
information is being harvested.

In its settlement announcement, Meta
pointed out that all platforms — and not
just its apps — should have teen safety
measures in place to prevent children
from moving to less restricted apps. So as
to not be held back in isolation, Meta
called on rival social media apps YouTube
and TikTok to adopt the “new standard.”

Meta stated that around 30% of its
settlement, or $5.3 billion, would be
released only after rival apps YouTube
and TikTok implement similar controls
and pay a stipulated amount of money. To
sweeten the deal, Meta said that if
industry peers signed the agreement, it
would further reduce the daily limit to
one hour per app and expand night mode
limits. In other words, this increases the
incentive for U.S. regulators to also bring
Meta’s rivals in line with the new policies.

Separately, the social media giant said
it supported laws requiring app stores to

verify users’ age and obtain parental
approval before teens can download an
app.

This shifts the responsibility of age
verification to companies such as Apple
and Google.

How can parents elsewhere make
Facebook, Instagram less addictive?
Even without Meta’s new controls,
parents and educators can work with
children to fight social media addiction.
Most smartphones come with built-in
parental controls that allow adults to set
time limits for individual apps, as well as
curtail overall device use.

Furthermore, many of Meta’s existing
safety controls — such as Teen Accounts
on Instagram — can be used by children
across borders who enter their ages
correctly.

For more advanced settings, adults can
research and download parental control
apps that allow them to set up different
usage limits for multiple children and
monitor their activity remotely. Some
apps allow parents to remotely lock
devices and apps during sleeping hours
and/or school hours.

Meanwhile, teachers can communicate
with their students via email, or send
alerts through non-addictive digital
forums during daytime hours. Students
should be strongly discouraged from
conducting school assignments or group
projects via social media apps.

Enabling parental controls for teen
social media users is a constantly evolving
challenge. After all, these young internet
and Al-native users are often more
tech-savvy than the very adults trying to
restrict their time online
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A quiz on Malaysia which is celebrating its Independence Day on August 31

Questions and Answers to the previous day’s daily quiz: 1. In politics,
he was the first PM of his newly independent country while she became
the first woman President of the UN General Assembly in 1953. Name the

V.V. Ramanan featured on the Malaysian
Ringgit?

A [N

QUESTION 1 QUESTION 4

Malaysians celebrate ‘Hari
Merdeka’ on August 31 to
commemorate the
independence of the
Federation of Malaya from
British rule. On what date do
they celebrate Malaysia Day,
which marks the formation of
Malaysia?

[

QUESTION 2

What is the monarch, who is
elected from nine hereditary
Malay Rulers for a five-year
term, called and who is the
present ruler?

[ S
QUESTION 3
If the Indian currency notes
carry the image of Mahatma
Gandhi, whose portrait is
CcM
K

Name the famous archipelago
with 99 islands and geological
formations that became
Malaysia’s first UNESCO Global
Geopark.

[N

QUESTION 5

Name the Malaysian-born
actress who became the first
Asian woman to win the Best
Actress Oscar in 2023.

[

QUESTION 6

In which sport did Nicol David
win a record eight World Open
titles between 2005 and 20147

| 8
QUESTION 7

Which Bornean primate is
known for its large, pendulous

nose in males?

Visual Question:
Name the place where this famous statue of Lord
Muruga is located. AFP

famous siblings. Ans: Nehru and Vij; i Pandit

2. This famous 1807 work that narrated the works of a famous English
playwright was authored by a brother-sister duo. Name them and the
work. Ans: Charles and Mary Lamb’s ‘Tales of Shakespeare’

3. According to historians, Ptolemy XlIl and Ptolemy XIV were consorts and
ruled alongside their sister, who is considerably more famous and
legendary than the two men. Name her. Ans: Cleopatra

4. In later Ramayana traditions, what was the name of Rama'’s elder sister.
Ans: Shanta, wife of Rishyasringa

5. Name the Russian siblings who have not only won titles at a tennis
Major but are the only brother and sister to reach the No.1 ranking in
singles. Ans: Marat Safin and Dinara Safina

6. The National Bravery awards given by the Indian government are named
after two teenagers who were murdered in 1978, Name the two. Ans:
Geeta and Sanjay Chopra

7. In Greek myth, name the twins born to Zeus and Leto. Ans: Apollo and
Artemis

Visual: Name these siblings who have also won Oscars apart from the
Grammys and other leading awards. Ans: Billie Eilish and Finneas
0’Connell
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NOW YOUR ENGLISH
No amount of
rest could ease
her fatigue

The children were tired after their

two-hour trek

S. Upendran

What is the difference between
“fatigue’ and ‘tired’? (S Jayanthi,
Mysore)

There is a tendency among some people
to use the two words interchangeably —
especially in informal contexts. It is wrong
to do so. Of the two, ‘tired’ is the more
frequently used. When we say we are
tired, what we mean is that we are
running low on energy. We all get tired
from time to time — for example, after
playing a couple of sets of tennis, after a
long day’s work, etc. We don’t panic when
this happens because we know why we
are tired. We can overcome our tiredness
either by eating something that will give
us the energy back or by getting some rest
-a good night’s sleep, perhaps! The lack of
energy that we experience when we are
tired is only temporary.

The children were extremely tired after
trekking for two hours.

You look very tired. Get some rest before
tomorrow’s big game.

It is possible for one to be both
physically and mentally tired.

‘Fatigue’ is a little more serious than
being tired. Unlike ‘tired’, it is not a
temporary phenomenon. One can feel
fatigued for days together; it is
long-lasting, and what is more alarming is
that we may not always know the cause. It
could be your diabetes or your heart
condition that leaves you fatigued. No
amount of rest helps in the recovery, and
the constant tiredness often prevents you
from doing your work. It interferes with
your daily routine. This constant fatigue is
your body’s way of telling you that
something is wrong.

Is something wrong? You've been looking
fatigued for a week now.

‘The word consists of two syllables; the
‘a’ in the first sounds like the ‘a’ in ‘china’,
‘while the following i’ is like the ‘ee’ in
‘fee’, ‘bee’ and ‘see’. The word is
pronounced ‘fe-TEEG’ with the stress on
the second syllable.

Why do we say ‘litter of puppies’ and
“litter of kittens’? (L. Rachna,
Secunderabad)
Today, when we hear the word ‘litter’, the
first thing that comes to mind is the trash
we see everywhere in our cities. This
meaning of the word, however, came
much later. ‘Litter’ comes from the Latin
‘lectus’ meaning ‘bed’, and it was
originally used to refer to the portable
chair or bed carried on poles — in the
past, royals like Julius Caesar and
Cleopatra used to be carried from one
place to another in these. With the
passage of

time, the meaning of the word took on
a broader meaning, and soon ‘litter”
began to be used to refer to any kind of
bed — including the layer of straw that
owners sometimes spread on the floor
when their pet cat or dog was ready to
give birth. It was not long after that the
focus changed from the bed to the
newborn that were lying on the bed. The
animals born to the same mother around
the same time began to be called a litter.
The term is normally used with animals
which give birth to several offspring —
dogs, cats, pigs, etc.

Manisha’s dog gave birth to a litter of
seven puppies.
upendrankye@gmail.com

Word of the day

Compeer:
aperson who s of equal standing with another
inagroup

Synonyms: associate, colleague,
accomplice, peer

Usage: she was respected by her compeers for
her expertise.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/compeer

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /kompra/

N
A4
For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context’
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Can Trump
rename Lake
Ontario as
Lake America?

Rishika Singh
New Delhi, August 30

USPRESIDENT Donald Trump last week signed an
executive order to rename Lake Ontario, situated on the
US-Canada border, as “Lake America”. The order said the
lake was a “tremendous asset to the United Statesand
partofourNation’s heritage”.

Inresponse, Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney
wrote ina post on X that the name Ontario (also the name
ofa Canadian province) comes from the indigenous
Wendat people. “The name is more than 400 years old,
predating both the Confederation of Canadaand the
Declaration of Independence of the United States of
America...reality means calling it Lake Ontario - then,
now and always,” he wrote.

Why the move

Lake Ontario is part of the Great Lakes system, along
with Lake Superior, Michi; Huron and Erie, i
the US-Canada border. According to the US National
Oceanand Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), the

GRAPHS,
DATA,
PERSPECTIVES
AN W, BY UDIT MISRA

WEEKLY ECONOMIC AND POLICY INSIGHTS USING DATA

OVER THE past three financial years, the
Indian economy recorded a GDP (grossdo-
mestic product) growth rate of more than
7%, alongside a sharp drop in the inflation
rate. Many analysts expected the US-Istaeli
‘WaronIrantodent thistrajectory, owingto
factorslike anincrease inthe pricesof crude
oil and a reduction in foreign investments.
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lakes system holds about 90% of the fr intheUS
and approximately 20% of the world’s freshwater supply.
Forty million people across the two countries depend on
it for clean drinking water.

Inhis executive order,
Trump cited a range of
reasons for the decision —
including the US's invest-
ments in the lake tokeep it
open for free shipping, Ca-
nadaspending
comparatively lesson t,
and the lake’s history as
an “asset to American ex-
ploration, settlement,
commerce, and defense.”

But more pressingly, it
comes amid heightened
trade tensions between
the countries. Trade talks
collapsed last week and
led tothe US imposing tar-
iffs on Canada, with Car-
ney promising to match
them “dollar for dollar™
against American
imports. The USis
Canada’s largest trading
partner, while Canadais
the US’s second-largest
trading partner.

CANADA Ottawa o

« Lake Simcoe /

Toronto.
.
Ontario
Niagara Falls 5
Syracuse

UNITED STATES

*GREATLAKES

® Lake Ontariois part of the
Great Lakes system, along with
Lake Superior, Michigan, Huron
and Erie, spanning the US-
Canada border.

® Forty million people across
thetwo countries depend onit
for clean drinking water.

What changes

The name change will apply to how the US officially
refers to the lake, but will not affect what Canada or the
rest of the world call it. No single global organisation is
tasked with ensuring uniformity among names of water
bodies, and the decision to use a certain name is often
based on historical precedent.

Inasocial media post, Trump stated that the US Geo-
logical Survey was officially changing the name to have it
reflect in all official USGS electronic documents.

This is not the first time that disagreements over trade
and otherissues have prompted Trump to use nomencla-
tureasatool.

In January 2025, Trump renamed the Gulf of Mexico

Making matters worse was the prospect of 100
hightemperatures thanks to El Nifio, which JUF 1 dipé Horvi6: At
threatened to hit food production. SOURCE: CEIC. HSBC.
The growth rate was d to fall,
whilethe inflation rate was expected tosky-
rocket from 2% in 2025-26 to near 6% —  triggers that could make the picture worse.
fromthe lowerend of RBI's “comfort zone” HSBC’s 100-indicators of growth data-
itsupper limit. On May 11, Prime Mini i India’s GDP ingby
Narendra Modi even appealed to Indians ~ 7-7.5% during the first quarter (April, May
totighten their belts by stopping gold pur- ~ and June). SBI's research team has gone a
chases and ing fuel ion, step further, projecti 8% growth.
among other measures. What'’s driving this? Some of it can
But macroeconomic data shows India  ascribed to the 125-basis point cut in the
hasn’t fared as poorly as feared. On Mon-  reporate between December 2024 and De-
day, GDPdata for Qi willbereleasedandis ~ cember 2025. The repo rate is the interest
expected to yet again cross the 7% mark. rate at which the RBI lends money tocom-
s mercial banks. A lower repo rate makes it
ec Ly? cheaper for banks to borrow money from
Six months since the war began, the  the RBIand, in turn, cheaper for individ- %
GDPgrowth rate, inflation rate, and current  uals and businesses to borrow from com- HeaVY lifter
account balance do not show the impair-  mercial banks. Cheaper loans incentivise HSBC
ment initially feared. economic activity, thus boosting growth. researchers
A research note from HSBC states:  Often the “transmission™ of a repo rate cut hatiti
“Growth remains high, inflation remains  takes a couple of quarters to show up as arguet “.l itis
low,and the current account deficitsurpris- ~ faster GDP growth. the SELylCes;
ingly contained. Headline numbers across Another factor could be the effect of sector thatis
the board feel moregoldilocksthancrisis.”  cuts in Goods and Services Tax in 2025.  saving India the
“Goldilocks” refers toa term analysts ~ Lower tax rates reduced prices and im- blushes as of
used atthe start of the year todescribethe  proved people’s purchasing power, result- Now.
economy, referring to an optimal stateof  ingin highereconomicactivity. Yetanother
affairs. The term, however, quickly lost fa-  factornoted by HSBC economistsisthe rise L
vour once the West Asia war exposed per-  of India’s exports to the US as Donald  Accounting for
istent intheIndi Trump’s tariffs were removed. Lastly, evi- 55% of India’s
best captured by the sharp fall in the dence suggests that manufacturers front- GDP.th
rupee’s exchange rate. As such, it makes  loaded production as they were anxious '_t € sealoe
sensetoexamine whethertheeconomyhas  about future energy availability. heavily affects
genuinely returned to a “Goldilocks” scen- . . where growth
ario orifthe data hides risks. Oninflation, CAD and inflation will
First, while the monthly retail inflation and and how
On GDPgrowth rate — the rate at which the general price e)l?tlelrnal dekeits
Inadetailed note, HSBC istsled  level went up over the year — has moved willbe
by Pranjul Bhandari have explained both  up since October, it is still well-contained .
scenarios — why India’s macros did not ~ and near the RBI's target level of 4% (see contained.
worsen as much as expected, and the  chart).Often, inflation remains muted be- e ———

® DEFENCE

cause growth is muted. In this case, how-

anindicator of stress)”. Moreover, the front-

ever, inflation d despite
supply pressures, as well as demand hold-
ingup fairly well.

Secondly, the current account refers to
the netamount of money flowing in or out
of India as it trades (exports and imports)
goods and services with the world. Typi-
cally, when the GDP is growing fast, or
when imports are getting costlier, the
country imports more than itexports, lead-
ing to a trade deficit. It translates into the
outflow of billions of dollars.

‘What India often earns fro; P f

loading of uring could be fol-
lowed by a lull, and agricultural growth
could weaken if the EI Nifio strengthens.
On inflation, the overall benign levels
hide fairly divergent trends. HSBC Research
stated that food inflation and non-food
goods inflation are already averaging 54%
(year-on-year) in July (see chart). What is
i ur-
gingisthatservices have remained “remark-
ablylowat2.5%". Therein lies the risk. “Low
services inflation data is keeping headline
i Ifitrises from here, reflect-

services (like software services) as well as
from remittances from Indians working
abroad is not enough to make up for the
dollars India shells out for imports, in gen-
eral. The net result is called a current ac-
count deficit (CAD). But despite fast growth
and costlier imports, India’s CAD too has
remained fairly muted. “The headline c/a
deficitislowat 0.3% of GDP as per RBI'sag-
gregated monthly data, and not showing
signs of excesses,” note HSBC economists
(seechart).

Readingthe numbers
While macro i look counter-

ing growth better, headline inflation
numbers could rise quickly,” notes HSBC.
Similarly, on CAD, a closer look at
the chart shows that it is low as of now be-
cause even though the goods trade deficit
is growing, rising services exports and re-
i fsettingtherisein thetrade
deficit. HSBC states, “Given the uncer-
taintiesaround the impact of Alon services
h, one needs to be careful on
how long services can fund a rising goods
deficit. Already, services exports have
grown at a softer pace this year.”
Few expected Indiatosurvive thisphase
of global di: ionwithout takingabighit.

intuitively robust on the face of it, risks to
growth and inflation persist.

Ongrowth, HSBC researchersstate that
alot of the credit growth (increased loans)
has been driven by factors such as “(t)he
newgovernment credit guarantee scheme
for small firms, the rise in working capital
needs spurred by higher commodity
prices, and the proliferation of gold loan
growth (which can sometimes be seen as

HSBC researchers argue that it is the ser-
vicessector that is saving India the blushes
as of now. Accounting for 55% of India’s
GDP, thesector plays a crucial rolein deter-
mining where growth will land, how long
inflation will remain low, and until when
external deficits will be contained. If ser-
vicesinflation goes upand services exports
takea hit, the RBI may be forced to raise in-
terest rates, which could dampen growth.

Why India took 16 years to acquire fire-and-forget Javelin missiles

Amrita Nayak Dutta
New Delhi, August 30

AFTER YEARS of deliberation, India final-
ised adeal last week to purchase the Javelin
anti-tank guided missile (ATGM) system
from the US through the latter’s Foreign
Military Sales (FMS) process.

Thejourney to procure the Javelin sys-
tem, which began in 2010 and has now cul-
minated after several paused attempts,

hy na-

as the Gulf of America, amid tensions with M
immigration and tariffs. It took about two weeks for the
US government to update the official federal nomencla-
ture to reflect those changes. The change was also
reflected on Google Maps. Google Maps is now reflecting
the changed name for Lake Ontario too.

How Google Maps names disputed features

According to Google, the names seen on Maps are
based on information such as auser’s country location
and phone operating system (e.g., i0S and Android). In
2025, users in Mexico saw “Gulf of Mexico™ on Maps while
those in the US saw “Gulf of America”.

Forother users, both names are visible. For example,
inthe present case, users in India can see ‘Lake Ontario
(Lake America)’.

® ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

tureof major defence acquisitions in India.

Initial interest

In August 2010, then Defence Minister
A K Antony told Parliament that the gov-
emment intended to procure third-gener-
ation Javelin ATGMs through the FMS
route, which would also include a transfer
oftechnology (TOT). The move was fuelled
by a shortage of ATGMs in the Indian
Army’s inventory and a delay in the orig-
inal timelines of indigenous ATGM sys-
tems developed by the Defence Research
and Development Organisation.

The idea was to replace the ageing

Milan-2T and the Konkurs missile systems
in use with the Army. Javelin was high-
lighted as the choi i i fillup

The Javelin
anti-tank guided
sl

the ATGM gaps, after the US forces actively
showcased them during the 2009 bilateral
exercise “Yudh Abhyas”.

But the acquisition was eventually
shelved owing to stringent technology
transfer restrictions imposed by Washing-
ton. The USrefused toshare the missile’score
seekertechnology underal00%TOT model,

LOCKHEEDMARTIN

causingIndiato pivotto Israel’s Spike missile
system — manufactured by Rafael Ad-
vanced Defense Systems Ltd —in 2014,

Deal for Spike

In 2014, India decided to go ahead with
the Spike ATGMs as against the Javelin,
after it was understood that it could offer
greater flexibility of technology transfer
and local production. The Defence Acquisi-
tion Council cleared the purchase of over
8,000 Spike ATGMs. But this also ran into
long contract negotiations. Concerns over
the Spike’s performance in trials, technol-
ogy transfer, and progress in India’s man-
portable ATGM programmeled toa cancel-
lation of the $500 million order in 2017.

The deal was revived in 2018 following
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netany-
ahu’s visit, but was subsequently shelved

Groupand Rafael —said ithad bagged aRs
287.51 crore order from the Defence Minis-
try fort ly of the il

Back toJavelin

The Javelin reappeared in India-US
strategic discussions at a time when de-
fence cooperation between both countries
had deepened. A US Congressional Re-
search Service report, updated in 2025,
noted that co-production discussions in-
volving the Javelin were ongoing.

InFebruary 2025, the Javelin Joint Ven-
ture — a partnership between US defence
majors Lockheed Martin and Raytheon —
said it was exploring co-assembly and co-
production opportunities of the Javelin in
India. It signed a memorandum of under-
standing with Bharat Dynamics Limited.

The discussion gained pace after Oper-

again. India, however,
ency purchase of a limited quantity of the
fourth-generation Spike-LR ATGMs in 2019
to meet animmediate operational gap.

In August 2023, Kalyani Rafael Ad-
vanced Systems Pvt Ltd — a joint venture
between Indian conglomerate Kalyani

inMay last year. By July 2025,
Indiawas negotiating to get the Javelin sys-
tems, both as an emergency procurement
and through a long-term contract — the
latter likely involving co-production of the
‘weapon systems. In November 2025, Wash-
ington officially cleared the sale.

The many hurdles ChatGPT for Teens safeguards could run into for Indian users

Anagha Jayakumar

Establishing user age

Affairs, OpenAl India, told The Indian Ex-

ately respond to mental health conditions

New Delhi, August 30

OPENAI RECENTLY announced the

launch of a version of ChatGPT exclusively
for teenage users.

Teenagers are already using ChatGPT

i with O i nine

According to OpenALl it uses informa-

tion.
auser’sstated or verified age, as well as an

press that ChatGPT for Teens is designed
around the account rather than the device.
This means that if a teenager and an adult

in10 teens turn to it for learning, informa-
tion, skill-building or productivity inaweek.
But their growing use of Al tools has also
spurred concerns over how these systems
respond to young users, particularly when

age-predicti thatlooksatsignals  use sep: onthe hared
such as how long the account has existed, ~ device, each can receive the ex-
thetimesofdayitistypically used, general  perienceappropriatetotheirage.
ion topics, and patterns of use. “Itis not intended to distin-
InIndia, the relationship betweenade-  guish between multiple people

vice, an account and the person using it is
notalwaysstraightforward. The RATIFoun-
dation’sIdeal Internet 30 study, released in
November 2025, found that 62% of Indian

ions move beyond
information-seeking into emotional sup-
port, mental healthand ionshi
Crucially, the new offering is not asep-
ication or website. Te n-
tinue to use the regular ChatGPT. but with
additional, age-appropriate features built
in. These are automatically enabled when
auser’s stated or verified age, or OpenAl's
age-prediction system, indicates that they
are under 18. OpenAl does not allow
children below age 13 to use ChatGPT.

surveyed used shared devices.
Moreover, 42% reported that other people
operated their social mediaaccounts, while
56% said they could logi:

The 62% figure was acknowledged in
OpenAlI's Teen Safety Blueprint for India,
released this January. While this does not
directly imply that teenagers are using
shared ChatGPT accounts, it raises ques-

using the same shared account

affecting young people.

Robbie Torney, Head of Al and Digital
Assessments at Common Sense, told The
Indian Express that meaningful testing of

g

less reliable over extended conversations
that more closely resembled how young
people mightactually use a chatbot.

The Common Sense-Stanford assess-
ment also warned that the features that

Different user needs
OpenAT has acknowledged that safety
igned forIndian
run into a unique set of challenges. The
‘Teen Safety Blueprint for India notes that
Indian ften access

product that teens are using,
notamodelinisolation overan
API”. Traditional benchmarks,
he pointed out, are often based

ortoswitch experiences person EX PLAI NED on collections of single-turn
by person within one login,” conversations, which do not
Mi id of th icti necessarily capture how teen-
system. When uncertain about Aweekly column agers interact with these

auser’sage, OpenAl defaultsto
the under-18 experience.

Potential pitfalls
A risk assessment under-

taken by Common Sense Media, an inde-
pendent media watchdog for content con-

tions for tc
the age of the person behind an account.
Pragya Misra, Head of Strategy & Global

sumed by children, and Stanford

icine’s Brai 'm Lab for Mental
Health Innovation found that leading AT
chatbots failed to recognise and appropri-

decoding Al's new
frontiers, how they
shape the world and
ourplaceinit

products.

The assessment found that
chatbots frequently missed
warningsigns of mental-heaith
distress, including when users
disclosed them indirectly.

The researchers also found a marked
difference between isolated prompts and

thetic follow-up ions and

in “shared, and con-

memory, could encourage young users to
rely on them for emotional support when
human intervention may be necessary.
Asked whether OpenAl had tested the
teen experience over sustained interac-
tions, Misra said ChatGPT for Teens was
by i fety research, red-
teaming, evaluation: d ial test-

texts”, rather than through the single-user,
private devices many safety tools assume.
The RATI report notes that this divide
is amplified in rural and low-income con-
texts. Only half of the teenagers surveyed
had a personal email ID, compared with
28% among rural low-income teenagers.
This divide matters because how some

ing”, including teen-specific evaluations
covering self-harm, eating disorders, viol-
ence, age-restricted goods and services,
and sexual content.

“The experience also includes propor-
tionate break prompts during unusually

of the additional safeguards work. Parents
can link their ChatGPT account to their
teenager’s through an email invitation,
after which they can set quiet hours, man-
age certain settings and receive safety no-
tifications. This could put teenagers in
i :

long, acti

longer interactions: while S per-
formed better when presented with ex-
plicit, single-turn prompts, they became

epaper.indianexpressicom .. .

designed to real-world support
and reduce emotional dependence,”
she said.

New Delhi

ac agy
inusing these parental controls.
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Adopt the pace of nature:
Her secret is patience.

— Ralph Waldo Emerson
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH
INVOLVES USALL

As glaciers melt, prepare
for Himalayan hallenoe

The mountains have sounded a
warning, we ignore it at our peril

S A frequent visitor to the Hi-

malayan regioninIndia, Nepal

and Bhutan over four decades,

Thave witnessed the relentless

poliation of this majestic but

fragile mountainzone. The eternalis becom-
ing episodic as the snows covering the high

at

warming, exacerbated by indiscriminate

projects downstream have been wiped out,

causingaloss of 405 MW of power capacity, P
constituting12 per cent of the national total. ‘.q of‘h
This is a loss of power that Nepal can ill af- ' v

ford. Recovery and rehabilitation may take @ /

several years, Some video reportson this Hi- ‘/'
malayan tsunami are most disturbing. One ‘

sees a huge wall of water and mud tossing ~ SHYAM SARAN
aside buildings, cars and frightened people

fury — a reminder once

HIE HIMALAYAN i syslem isth ecological Despite withan
y i Ttis and alamungwammgslgns. human greed
the i i Ttsfor- and cupid okethe
jodiversi ioni furyofth visitingdeathand de-
eralpil tres. However, t struction on communities residing in their
ingly fragilein recent years. The mounting toll of the flash ﬂoods valleys and along river banks.

thatstruck Nepal last week after a glacner collapse near the
country’sborder with Chinasent
KoshiRiveris agru-n reminderofthe region’s, precanty Itunder-

cein higher become

adownstream catastrophe.
Several studxes, mcludng:PCC repons. haxe documented
Himalaya. The melt-

water inglacial lakes, mwnvofwmchareheld back
by unstable dams of boulders. These lakes can suddenly burst,
sending enormous volumes of water and debns dnwn narrow

Nepal is the latest victim of catastrophic
flash floods, sweeping down from moun-
tains just across the border with Tibet,
caused by what is technically termed a gla-
ciallake outburst flood (GLOF). Amountain
nver upstream maybeblocked byaportion

again of how utterly defenceless humanity
can be before the raw power of nature.
Rasuwagadhi is the most important
border crossing between Nepal and Tibet
for trade as well as tourism, including for
pilgrim tours to the holy Kailash-Mansaro-
var. It is reported that over 160 Indian pil-
grims are missing. The hotels and guest
houses in which they were staying were
washed away in the flood. Cross-border
trade and traffic are likely to remain sus-

lhereby forming a lake. When the loose
banksofthislake burstunder pressure, then
ahugevolumeofwater hurt

valleys, Landslides,
cading events. The Nepal disaster appears to have mvclved an
ice-and-rock avalanche. It is not an isolated incident. A glacial
lake outburst in Nepal's Everest region led to massive flooding
WO years ago. A 2021 study by scientists from IIT Roorkee, IISc

ity of Dayton, University of Graz, and the Uni-
versities of Zurich and Geneva flagged instability around. South
Lhonak Lake in Sikkim. The warning went largely

Iti thatabout 20 kmeast of theRa-
suwagadhi Nepal-Tibet border crossing, a
massive avalanche brought surging waters
and sheets of mud down the Lhende River,
sweeping away villages, settlements, and a
large number of people downstream. The
avalanche may have been triggered by a4.4
inthearea

thelake burst two years later, killing at least 50 people.

The expansion of roads, hydropower schemes and tourism
facilities in the valleys has added another layer of risk. Such pro-
jectsare necessary for livelihoods, energy secumy and connec-
tivity. Butinfi
crasies of in ecology. must
account for the cumulanve risks from infrastructure projects,
while must reflect the i of
an Lms(able landscape Glaciers need contmuous monitoring,

ith rivers
and

respect political

just minutes earlier.
Thebordercrossingconnects Nepal’s Ra-
suwa district with Gyirong county on the
Tibetan side. Chinese media report similar
loss of life and property across the border.
‘The flash floods spread south from Rasuwa

pended forthe future.

India has been quick to respond to the
disaster in a friendly neighbouring country,
sending urgent medical and food supplies
and specialised rescue teams

Th 48,

oven.heHlma.laya.Ano[herls Ooosqkmare
located intheK:
mapped over 5000 glacial lakes in the Hi-
malaya, of which about 500 are classified as
“hazardous” or “significantly haz-
ardous”. There have been at least
388 recorded instances of GLOF so
far in the Himalaya-Karakoram
mountainsbuttheir frequency has
been increasing in recent years.

In August 2025, there was a
GLOF event in Dharali in Uttarak-

Despite compelling evidence,
major hydropower projects
continue to be pursued across
the mountain zone, creating
mountingrisks to life and

call! dleZOBKedamaLh flash ﬂood caused by

torrential

sued across the mountain zone, creating
property. Butthese

atthe Chorabari. h. The: surge arebei i nored.
of flood waters and debris washed away Thereareseveral riversthatrise fromthe
i Tik Nepaland
Gangotri. there India.Th flash floods onsome
howthet i Cros rivers that have caused large-
oft ilgri le d: the Indi:

i ed. N -
tion 500 metres from the river banks was to
be itted hereafter. But no hi

been learnt.

Hotels and guest houses have mush-
roomed once again on the river banks. Dur-
ing the pilgrimage season, Kedarnath may
have a daily turnover of 15-20,000 pilgrims.
Evenat 18,000 feet elevation, there are pre-
fab guest houses, restaurants and dhabas
with gas cylinders being transported back
and forth for heatingand cooking. There are

The sharing of information and early
warning between India and China has
never been regular and has been subject to
the state of their political relations. We now
have, potentially, an even greater threat
facing India from across the border with
‘Tibet. China has begun constructing the gi-
gantic Medog dam at the great bend of the
Brahmaputra River just across the border.
It is slated to deliver 300 billion kWh of
power annually and will be several times
larger than the largest hydro project in exist-

noproper aste manage-
ment. The Uttarakhand government is re-
portedly considering making Badrinathand
Kedarnath open for pilgrimage the whole
year round.

apace in the Himalayas despite the risk of
GLOEF and earthquakes. This is known to
beanactive seismiczone. In October 2023,
aGLOF from the South Lhonak lake in Sik-
kim completely washed away the 1200
MW Teesta-111 hydropower dam
and power station. Earlier in
2021, a sudden flash flood trig-

enceany inthe world, the Gezhouba
on the Yangzi River, which is rated at 15.6
billion kWh of power annually. Chinese
scientists have warned that the project sits
very closetothe Paizhen Fault, a major frac-
ture in the Earth’s crust, making it vulner-
able to seismic events. Should there bea
major earthquake in the project vicinity,
there could be amassive discharge of flood
waters and debris into India’s Northeast.
The Himalayan glaciers have been a
source of life-sustaining rivers for the entire
Indo-Gangetic plain, populated by over500
million people Itisthis llte -source that we

ject and blocked the associated
Chamoli tunnel.

gered by aglacial collapse in Cha- forwhichour: ling
moli in Uttarakhand wiped out  generations will pay the price. The moun-
the Rishiganga Hydropower pro- i i cata-

clysm that lies round the corner. We ignore
itatourcollective peril.

to Dhading, Gorkha and Nuwakot districts
in Nepal, and the impact will be felt across
the border in India. At least six hydropower

hand on the route to Gangotri,
which caused large-scaleloss of life
and property. One should also re-

property. But these are being
cynically ignored

Desplte this mounting and

power projects continue to be pur-

major hydro-

The writeris a former

ambassador to Nepal fmmZODZ m 2004

y.Indiai there-
while Nepal and Chi Hima-
layan ecology. But last week's disaster isa slark rerumder of how
mucl bedone. 1
designed to track the gradual movement of glacial water, could
notdetect thesuddensurge of debris. The experience of Switzer-
land, where advance monitoring and evacuation helped limit
casualties after a glacier collapse destroyed much of the Blatten
regionin2025, lessons. Tt ofthe Alpsand
Himalaya is, of course, vastly different. Even then, the salience
of sharing expertise across mountainous regions cannot be
understated. These imperatives must now be integrated into
der climate pacts.

Meta’s US deal redraws
line of accountability

HESETTLEMENT between. Metaand 29USstatesover
theharmitsplatfor ldrenisaveiledad-
missionofatruththat BlgTech hasspent yeaxsreslsung
Thattheseplat
therefore have a responslbl.hty towards how they aﬂ‘ect young
users. Metawill pay up over:
aseries of restricti including two-~
hour daily limits forunder-18 users, amidnight-to-6-am curfew,
stronger age venﬁcauon medlamsms default safety settings,

unde.

transfer

andreduced hours. Thy has
denied and

of the more about recom-
mendauons and the advertising-driven business model Even
S0,it: 1t rising that

safety can no longer be treated as a matter of self-control or par-
ental vigilance, that product design itself should come under
regulatory scrutiny.

Thatisthe direction that global regulation has been increas-
ingly moving towards. There is a recognition of the fact that
thae platforms are built to make sxoppmg difficult —the infi-

ures ion: ply the
next piece of content; uou.ﬁcauons and other 'hcoks arede-
signedtobring I feed
tur tionintoa fe
ofan: engagement ecnnomym which time spem Jsvaluable be-

Technolog

long pushed much of the responsibility towards parents who
must monitor screen time and users who must exercise self-
control. The new curbs begintomo
towards the companies that build and profit from systems en-
gineered to resist disengagement.

‘The American settlement otfers auseful model for Indiaasit

% l-media usage.
Asystem reham solely on parenlal supervision will inevitably
leay uneven, mmul literacy, time,and
TEeSOUTCES. xw..w‘ er ques-
Frser s
feed be the. dekault fora ch.v.ld” ‘Why should ayoung user have 0
optoutof ionratherthan!
And of con-

tent fall on rhe user rather than on the company that created it?

Meta’sUS deal could mark abrc efforttore-
draw the boundaries of responsibility.
FREEZEFRAME BY EPUNNY

On OBCs, the way forward

is to shift the frame

NE OF the most famous Ma-
layalam novels, Thakazhi Si-

Ithasnot,and inif be-
come anything more than an arbitrary

» & vasankara Pillai’s Kayar, bureaucratic category to extract benefits
chronicles social change in  from the state. Contrast this with Dalits.
central Travancore overthe  Amongthelatter, thereissuchathingasthe

19th and early 20th centuries. Inone pas-  Ambedkarite movement; there is a shared

ROHAN sage, Thakazhi touches on one of the most  identity and sohdanty despue dlﬁerences

important realities of caste. The patriarch overque: tionsil

Manos ofa prominent real-life Ezhava family, wnh per-

itary titleof channar, ised ceived dangers — as there was during the
extremely rich and highly orthodox: If he 2024 Lok Sabhaelection.
encountersany “Shudra” (Nair) on the road, The way forward is to recognise “back-
he will move aside, maintaining the dis-  wardness” as a linguistic error, a category
ribed for derthesys-  mistake. Itil
tem of “unapproachability” — becausehe  to caste and only confuse the issue. When
wants ] Pulayas” (Dali K back-
moving aside for him. wardness towards that of caste oppression,
If this channar were alive today, how  the picture becomes clearer. Then one can
would he be classified? OBC, beingan Ez-  askwhichgroups aredlscnmmaxedagamst
hava?But how “sociallyand educationally ~ asaresultoftheir
backward”is he? Creamy-layer? Very.Shu-  tas and special protections, and which
dra? No — in south India, especially, Shu-  groups are not. At the same time, as this is
dras were often dominant castes, asseen  not about individual families’ status or
above. “Untouchable™? Yes. Does that thecl :No
make him a Dalit? Probably not. Such  amountofmoney canbuy touchability) the
ratethei f yer barriermust be removed. The
“backwardness” as a rubric to classﬂy word “class™ is another obfuscating factor
castes, as does the inclusion of that — “Other’ Classes”
and upper castes. When “backward”en-  should become “Other Oppressed Castes”.
compasses both former “untouchables”  Thesticking point will be removing powerful
and former kings, little survivesof concep-  castes found to be ineligible, which seems
tual coherence. Without shared experi-  politically impossible.
ence, there canbe no shared identity. And What about historically oppressed
‘when income becomes the criterion, Tro-  castes who have done well in the past few
jan Horses such as quotas for “economi-  decades — getting good jobs, becoming
cally weaker sections” of the upper castes ~ chief ministers? Should they have their
infiltrate the system. benefits taken away so others can climb
There are at least three ongoing devel-  theladder in turn? One thing to remember
opments that should be of particular con-  is that money and temporary political
cerntoOBCs. First, the sabotageof thecaste ~ power are not the end. There are forms of
count in the Census through theuseof an  institutional power that have successfully
Whenone open column. Second, the, government tell-  fended off the “lower” castes, the higher
3 ourtthatiti i judiciary above all. It’s time to amplify the
MOVESAWAY  jngthe UGC Equity Regulations. Andthird,  demand for reservationin such positions.
fromthe the government pushing back onimple-  It’salsotimetothinkofwhoisstill setting
language of menting a Supreme Court judgment thenarrativeintellectually and culturally.
backwardness against the mechanical consideration of ~ For instance, academia, where removing
- parents’ salaries to identify and exclude  the creamy-layer barrier may help fill
towards thatof creamy-layer candidates selected inthe ~ vacancies — last year, the government
caste civil services examinations. told Parliament that around 80 per cent
oppression, the Wﬂla{nf of this lee{d toan QBC reaction? of pmfgssor posts for OBCs at central
picture istsaretryingto S ¢ ies were vacant. And indeed,
buta heoreti-  English journalism.
becomes cal power of this demographic is unlikely.
clearer Li idari ilt withis The writer is senior assistant editor, The Indian

egory across regions and individual castes.
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Unlocking soft power with
Saptadhara

>

CV ANANDA
BosE

India does not
need to create
soft power; it
should
enhance,
connect,and
protectit

RIMEMINISTER Narendra Modi introduced Saptad-

hara from the Red Fort on August 15. This concept in-

clr ‘national strength that can help
Indiaachieveits Viksit Bharatgoal. Oneof theseissoft

power Coined! byJoseph S NyeJr soft powens about

i dofcoercion. India

hasa wealth of soft power, including along civilisational history,
rich cultural diversity, and astrong tradition of knowledge. Yoga
connects people worldwide with India. Ayurveda providesa phil-
osophy of wellness. Our spiritual centres draw people seeking
peace, and our festivals celebrate harmony and renewal. Indian
literature, music, dance, and cinema transcend languages. Our

the skill and creativity of generations. India’s democracy, scien-
tific progress, digital systems, space programme, and global di-
aspora further enhance its global reputation.

HowevPr Indialack

Havi wealth doesn’t lobal influence, and

appreciation won't ensure income for artistes or knowledge-

holders. Thi vision offe h to fixthis gap.
Y 3

power

plan.’ 'Ihsplanshouldldennfylocalamsls amsans writers,and

cultural workers. It sh them

ﬂnance. intellectual property pm[ecupn local markets, and in-

practitioners should
system should re-

jo-Schools atidiunt-

mentor ices. Th
ceive modern support;

dia’s cultural diversity.
oft power Areasliketour-
ism, cinema, music, fashion, and education can create millions
ofjobs. The government shouls h. Itshould in-
vest initially, set standards, connect markets, and be a first cus-
tomer when possible. Cultural workers should not rely solely on
grantsbut should be empowered toearnregularincomes.

A national mission can aim to create 1 crore new jobs in
tourism, arts, media, and the creative economy. Districts
should prepare soft-power employment plans. Indian
missions abroad should facilitate market access and promote
Indian culture and businesses. Success should be measured
byrealhvphhnnrl created and oppot i Mission:
canhelp iesfortouring,
and international collaboration. Young people must be central
to this movement. They should become creators and innova-
tors. By blending heritage with technology, young Indians can
sharetheirstories and cultures with the world through digital
platforms and new industries.

India does not need to create soft power; it should enhance,
connect, and protect it. The path forward should be clear: Kala
(art) to kaushal: (hkll.l) kamai (earning) to rozgar (employment),
bazaar(market
canensure that those: who preserve tmdmons receive dxgnﬁed

youth mhem bothis
This way, India’ roic

bal

ly reach the world.

The writer is former governor of West Bengal

40YEARSAGO
August 31,1986
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TNV extremists gus
down 14 in Tripura

14 gunneddowninTripura

FOURTEEN PEOPLE were shotdead and 10

injured by Tribal National Vulunteer (TNY)
Srirampur vil Kamalpur

sub-division of North Tripuradistrict. Agang

NAM leaders on his proposals to assist the
frontline African states to counter the threat
of retallamrv sancnons by South Afnca Gan-

mentsin Punjab. WaliKhan, sonof theleg-
endary Frontier Gandhi, Khan Abdul Gaffar
Khan, has been |ntheforefront ofthe

i inHararetoa
come, held talks with the Zimbabwean Prime
Mini§ter. RobertMugabe, on_the issue

of15t020 reportedly led by “gen-
eral”Kartick Koloi, raided the village and
resorted toindiscriminate firing.

PM holds pre-summit talks
THE OUTGOING chairman of the Non-Aligned

Pakistanleader’s claims

THEPRESIDENT of the Pakistani National
Awami Party, Khan Abdul WaliKhan, whoisin

Movement. ane Mlnlster RavaGandhl,

(heSfMe( Union these days, has' told the

inPakistan.

Civiliankilledinborderfiring
JAGDISH LAL, a porter withthe Army, was
killed n firing by Pakistanitroopsin the 13th
Dlgwar area, ahcut 4 km from Poonch tnwn.

Ihe telephone. Jagdish LaI who was inhis
eavly 30s, lsthe secnnd cMhan tobe kllled in

pre: that

muly by F F

opened pi

epapenindianexpress;oom.. .

in p-
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® WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

Israel must choose between itself and
its West Bank settlements.

— Haaretz, Israel
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Atmanirbharta in fuel must strengthen,
not undermine, India’s food security

FROMPLATETOPLOUGH
BY ASHOK GULATI
AND TANMOY ADHIKARI

UGAR PRICES have spiked
sharply within weeks. The all-
India modal retail price climbed
from around Rs 45/kg on July 24
toabout Rs 65/kg by August 24 —
anearly 44 percentincreaseinamonth. The

faster lhan feedsmck supplies. Ethanol

miller
for hoarding and threatened strict action.
While speculative behaviour may have am-
plmed the splke the deeper realuy isa

largely stagnant for
years, reaching only 1.53 per cent in 2013-14,
before accelerating to around 5 per cent by
2019-20 and ultimately 20 per cent in 2025-

ionjustbefore
the festive season.

Three supply-side pressures seem to
have caused a “perfect storm”. First, open-
ing stocks in the current sugar year (Oc-
tober to September) were significantly
lower (5 MT) when compared to the situ-
ation last year (8 MT). The lower carry-over
stocks reflected weak production in the
previous season and left little room to ab-
sorbanother supply shock.

Second, sugar production in 2025-26
fell short of expectations. The initial esti-
mate wasaround 34.3 MT, but the govern-
ment has now revised it to 30.6 MT, citing
damage from red rot and top borer. About
27.35 MT of sugar had been produced by
June, implying that another 3.25 MT
would have to be produced during July-
September to reach the revised estimate.
Yet the production in these three months
averaged only around 0.38 MMT over the
previous six seasons. We expect a further
downward revision of sugar production —

26.The supplies could not keep
pace with the blending programme. No
wonder energy policy started competing
with food markets.

‘The timing is particularly difficult. The
festive season is approaching, when sugar
demand typically rises, while fresh cane
supplies will not arrive in significant quan-
tities until mid-October. The market must,
therefore, rely on existing stocks for many
more weeks. Thin inventories are pushing
upsugar prices, which could go even higher
iftimely action is not taken.

In a more open economy, a production
shortfall would normally be corrected
through ingimportsan
changes in consumption. But India’s sugar
sector
pricing, sugar sales, imports, ex-
portsand ethanol feedstock alloca-
tion are decided by the govern-
ment. When the government
controls every step of the
sugar/ethanol value chain, the re-

between 28 and 29 MT. sultingspikeinsugarpricesalso has
Third, the ethanol diverted t d by the g It
about 2.75 MT of sugar even when supplies  isaclassic case of policy failure.
were tight. The more important issueisthat ‘The government’s response so
ethanol blending has progressed much  far hasbeen to allow 1 MT of duty-

Maizeis the best optionas a
feedstock for ethanol. It
doesn’t guzzle as much water
asrice or sugarcane. The
government s already using
maize as a primary feedstock

ILLUSTRATION: CRSASIKUMAR
free raw sugar imports. We feel this is too

eggs, and milk, where it has been the main
feed. Thus, shifting from sugar to rice or
maize does not eliminate the food-fuel
trade-off. The only way isto generate large
surpluses of maize by raising its produc-
tivity. Would India allow GM maize, which
drives USyields?

Thethird response could beeithertodi-
rectly import ethanol, when domestic
supplies are putting pressure on food prices,
or reduce the blending from 20 per cent to
about 15 per cent.

ThedeeperlessonisthatIndia’s ethanol

rogramme needsalittle rethink and recali-
bration. We need toknow the net energy bal-
ancewith different feedstocks. Rather than
rigidly allocating the amount of ethanol
from sugar, rice or maize, oil marketing

little, too late. Our calculatic that could be g;ven flexibility to
the government atleast3-4 ubject
MTof iesi food security, farmersand

the open market before and during the fes-
tive season. The import duty on refined
sugar (100 per cent) must be slashed to zero

the environment. The government should
focusonstrategic buffersand food-security
rather than every

orjust S percent.

The second response should be to tem-
porarily alter the ethanol feedstock mix.
Sugar-based ethanol should be drastically
reduced, with greater use of alternative
feedstocks. FCI is overflowing with rice
stocks far in excess of buffer norms. The
government can allocate more from those
stocks and minimise the use of sugar for
ethanol. But FCI must charge at least the
procurement price of rice from ethanol
plants, if not its full economic cost.

However, maize is the best option as a
feedstock for ethanol. It doesn’t guzzle as
much waterasrice or sugarcane. The gov-
ernment is already using maize as a pri-
mary feedstock for ethanol. Al-
though maize production has
been increasing over thelast dec-
ade or so, our productivity levels
hover around 3.5 tonnes/ha —
way below the US’s 11 tonnes/ha.
Further use of maize for ethanol
without a commensurate in-
crease in production will put

for ethanol pressure on maize prices and,

1tly, on poultry meat,

feedstock allocation.

Theimmediate response is clear: Bring
in enough sugar to rebuild the stock
cushion, temporarily shift ethanol away

Believingin her
strength, putting
her at the centre
of nation’s story

=4
o A

'VASUNDHARA RAJE SCINDIA

N 2001, as Gujarat Chief Minister, Narendra Modi had cer-
tain rituals performed. The obvious choice to carry the
sacred kalash would have been a purohit or a mahatma.
Breaking with convention, Modi chose Ravina Jadav, a
Dalit girl who lived in a slum. For him, the dignity of
women irempowerment. Over che
years, he ith me, | others, hi:
that dignity should never be reserved for the powerful, and that
those at the margins must be brought to the forefront.

T'have seen this conviction from close quarters. Women
who had, for generations, remained outside the circle of op-
portunity were to be partners in development, decision-
makers and leaders, and not just recipients of welfare. For

fromsugar, use FCI grain when genu-
ine surplus exists, and retain imported
ethanol asasafety valve. Maize-based etha-
nol would save water and would be more
benign to the environment. Butwe needto
invest more in raising its productivity. In-
dia’s ethanol programme has made major
strides, and going from 5 per cent blending
in2019-20 to 20 per cent in 2025-26 is put-
ting huge demand on its feedstocks. Over-
all, we feel that fuel self-reliance should
never force achoice between food and fuel.
Atmanirbharta in fuel must strengthen,
notundermine, India’s food security; food
must remain the higher-order priority.

We hope the Modi government can
undertake a 360-degree evaluation of its
ethanol programme and recalibrate the
policy design so that it does not push up
food prices.

Adhikari
hassistant at ICRIER. |
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Preparing for disaster

THISISnotaman-madetragedy;
itisthe result of nature’s fury (‘Hi-
malaya needs shared early-warn-
ingsysten’, IE, August 28). But
does this mean people should
avoid living in places identified as
vulnerable to natural disasters?
Should governments also refrain

- =
GITANJALLJ ANGMO

IT TOOK until India's 80th Independence
Day for ‘Vande Mataram’to be rendered, for
the first time, as part of the celebrations at
theRed Fort. There wassomethingstrangely
poignant about it. The war cry that had es-
caped anovel, entered thestreets, unnerved

from
areasastourist destinations with-
outadequate safeguards? We must
follow the time-tested adage, “Pre~
ventionisbetter than cure.” Gov-
ernments and people must there-
foreexercise greatercautionin
identifying disaster-proneareas,
regulating constructionand
human habitation, and ensuring
adequate preparedness.

Tharcius S Fernando, Chennai

NEPALHAS again been hitbya
major natural disaster (‘Himalaya
needsshared early-warningsys-
tem’, IE, August 28). The floods
alsoraise alarger question: Are
they purely natural events, orare
humanactionsand climate
change aggravating theirimpact?
Global warmingis accelerating
glacier melt, weakening mountain
slopesand mcreasmgthe risks of
rockfalls, dsudden

an d ied b

prisons and gallows has taken nearly eight
decades to reach independent India’s most
symbolic ramparts.

But even this sacred inheritance is not
without its share of objectionable argu-
ments, Veteran actor Sharmila Tagore and
many others, like the Congress in 1937, pro-
pose restricting its national use to the first
two stanzas. How can a Muslim bow to
Durga, L i iinvokedinits
later verses? Doesn’t its origin in Bankim
Chandra Chattopadhyay’s Anandamath,
with its difficult depiction of Muslim rule,
make it exclusmnar)ﬂ Was India evena na-

ion ined herasMother?

These are not frivolous questions. But
someti liein recovering mean-
ings we have lost. India was certainly nota
modern nation-state for mostofher history.

Don’t make Vande Mataram
areligious quarrel

and how may the human being know it?

Suength Prosperity. Knowledge. Which

Kashmir through its

civil needall three? A Muslim

Karnataka through Madhva’s Dvalta.

Dwarka worshipped Krishna.
Indxachdno(wauformemodemsta(em

know herself. Her unity lay ina civili

need notworship Durga to value courage. A
Christian need not worship Lakshmi to de-
sire prosperity for India. An atheist need not

asking the eternal questions in a thousand
different ways. This is where Sri Aurobindo
helps us understand ‘Vande Mataram’. He
called Bankim a rishi who had taught In-
dians to see India: “The mantra had been
given... The Mother had revealed herself.”
‘What Mother? Look again at Bankim's
poem. She first comes without weapons,
crowns or temples, She is sujalam, supha-
lam: Abundant waters, cool breeze, green
harvests, moonlit nights, flowering trees. Be-
fore she is Goddess, she is the land beneath
our feet. Perhaps patriotism begins in such
intimacy: A river remembered from child-
hood; the language in which one’s grand-

Theimageryi Indian; what itsig-
nifies is universal.

The tragedy is in reducing ‘Vande Mata-
ram’toareligious quarrel. Oneseesa Hindu
goddess and feels excluded another seesa
Hind 1d lude. Butif
sheisthe “shaktiofher millions”, the Muslim
farmer, Christian nurse, Sikh soldier, Jain
businessman, Buddhist monk, and atheist
scientist are not guests in somebody else’s
India. They are strands of her being.

Perhapsthatiswhy the Red Fort moment
mattered. Not because everyone must now
sing ‘Vande Mataram’, but because an old
songreturned carryingaquestion forour fu-
ture: What do these two words ask of us?

IfIndiaismerely territory, citizenship be-

I: What are my rights?

mother thefirst rain;
food, music, iins, festivals

lowl: Earth  comes tr:
becomes Mother.

Sri Aurobindo took this further. Anation,

Indiaimagined herself differently. hewrote, was “notapieceofearth”.
Long before passport, parliament InBankim’s poem, she first It was the shakti of its millions: A
or political boundary stood Bhara- comes without weapons, living being formed by its people,

tavarsha: a cultural and spiritual
The Vishnu Purana de-

flooding. The Rasuwagadhi floods
in2016 highlighted the
importance of timely sharing of
weather-and flood-related
informationacross borders. Yet
thelatest incident suggests gaps
persistininformation-sharing be-
tween Nepaland China.

TusharA Rahatgaonkar,

Dombivali East

Take abreak

‘THISIS one of the most relatable
piecesIhave read asateenagerin
this newspaper (‘Don’therd
children through narrow tunnels’,
1IE, August 28). Parents and
children alike do not know where
they aretryingto reach when par-
entsget their children involvedin

scribes Bharataastheland northof
the ocean and south of the Hima-

crowns or temples. Sheis
‘sujalany’, 'suphalam’: abundant
waters, cool breeze, green

culture, civilisation, and aspiration.
It helps us understand Bankim’s
Durga, Lakshmi and Saraswati.
Read literally, and we have three

layas. Across this vastness, lan- harve moonlit ni & Hindu goddesses and, inevitably,
guages, customs, deities and phil- Befi ESLS’ GOO(? d %‘h& the another TV debate. But India has
osophies differed, yet beneath cloreshels css,sheisthe always spoken through symbols.
them ran the same insistent ques- land beneath our feet Durga is shakti; Lakshmi is abun-

tion: What is the ultimate reality,

WhatdoIreceive? ButifIndiais Mother, the
grammar of patriotism changes. Rights re-
‘main, but responsibility enters. The question
turns from “What has India given me?” to
“WhatamIgivingIndia?" Thatistheendur-
ingpower of Bankim'stwowords. Notanin-
struction to worship a nation, but an invita-
tiontoenterintoarelationshipwith her. The
nation-state may be modern. The Motheris
ancient. The relationship is sacred. And so
webow to her. Vande Mataram.

The writer is founder, Himalayan
Institute for Alternatives, Ladakh

someon hasspent muchof her publiclife witnessing the
aspirations of women in villages and cities, this distinction has
i E ment i

vironment in which a girl can grow into a confident citizen —
herbasic needs are secured and she is given the tools and op-
portunitiesto reach for the sky.

Modi’s years in Gujarat set the template. He launched the
Kanya Kehvam Yojana for girls’ educanon and travelled from
villagetovillag
Over the years, in one toml or anoLher, states across India, in-
cludingt adopted, adapted
and renamed similar schernes After the Kutch earthquake, he
asked that rebuilt i dinth fboth hus-
band and wife. He also confronted the entrenched practice of
the sarpanch pati, telling women sarpanches plainly: “The
powerisyours, and you alone must exercise it.”

Aftertaking overas Prime Minister, he launched schemes
for women, placed them at the centre of India’s economic
transformation and envisaged them as drivers of the econ-
omy. Under the Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana, crores of
women got bank accounts for the first time in their lives.
Sixty-eight per cent of beneficiaries of the MUDRA scheme
arewomen. There isextraordinary power ina woman having

a bank account in her own
name, and access tocredit that
e she can draw upon herself. T
\ witnessed this transformation
onWomen's Day in 2018, when
the Prime Minister came to
Jhunjhunu in Rajasthan. He
I launched the Beti Bachao Beti
Padhao (BBBP) Abhiyan na-
tionwideand alsoinitiated the
-t nationwide Poshan Abhiyan,
3}? the country’s flagship nutri-
<&

f

tion mission. I was witness to
the excitement of a crowd of
more than 1,00,000 people,
nearly half of them women.
BBBP now also focuses on in-
creasinggirls’ participationin
STEM fields and expanding vocational training in areas tra-
ditionally dominated by men.

‘The NaMo Drone Didi scheme places agricultural drones
inthe hands of 15,000 women’s self-help groups. More than 75
per cent of beneficiaries of the Stand-Up India scheme are
‘women entrepreneurs.

Under Modi’s leadership, women were granted perma-
nent commissions in the armed forces, admitted to the Na-
tional Defence Academy and inducted into combat roles.
Squadron Leader Shivangi Singh made history as India’s first
‘woman fighter pilot to qualify as a flying instructor, and she
flies the Rafale, The Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam — re-
serving a third of the Parliament seats for women — was
passed under his leadership.

Several Opposition leaders lecture the nation on women’s
rights while governments led by their own parties struggle
to find room for women at the decision-making table. Under
Modi’s leadership, in contrast, women have occupied impor-
tant offices — from Parliament to Rashtrapati Bhavan, from
the battlefield to the boardroom. The difference between the
two isthedi asloganand alife-
long commitment.

Symbolism mattersinIndia. ForPMModi, however, symbol-
ism has always carried substance. On !.ntemauonal Women’s
Day in 2020, hedid hing il
handed over his social-mediaaccounts, fo].lcrwed by millions, to
seven women achxevers He repeated the gesture in 2025, and

jasthan’s Aj
ognised.Shah, a’l‘uﬂsUmversxryaJumna, has workedurelessly
women, ing in Dholpur in Rajasthan.

1 have known Narendra Modi asa karyakarta,aguideand a
leader. India has known him as a man who believed in the
strength of its women long before many others did.

bl

The writer, a former ief minister, is vi ident, BIP

Kaming WALIA

Typhoid control needs more vaccine, less antibiotic

adiagnosis of acute typhoid. In an endemic
country such as India, background anti-

The result is an antimicrobial-resis-
tance (AMR) problem. Inacountry already
struggling with increasing resistance to

EVERYON]: 1S ra]kmg about i ing in-

vities.
often confused about what the fu-
tureholds, and inorder tocreatea
false sense of control, they enrol
theirkidsinascore of different
activities, thinking they are mak-
ingthem better prepared. Thishas
made children unable to experi-
enceboredom. Children, like
everyoneelse, need time to think.
Timetotakeabreak.

Divot Rao, Gurugram

where cases are unobtrusively mounting is
typhoid. Thisshould concern us, notsimply
because typhoid remains a common infec-
tion, but by casecan

can difficult. Yet, inrou- phi, every yanti-

tinepractice, aposmveWndalresu][maysull biotic course creates additional selection

be typhmd pressure, while every missed dnagnosns
Another disease Blood culture eillance of resi:

laboratory standard, but it too has limita-
tions. The WHO’s s latest typhold gmdance
notesthatt of

60 percent, withyield

becomea mgger fori mappropna(e orun-

Typhoid pxesensapamcularly dlﬂicu.ll

influenced by the volume of blood collected
and, critically, priorantimicrobial exposure.
‘This creates a vicious cycle: A patient de-

paradox. Itisavacci velops 1 fever, takes an antibiotic
disease, yetmlndnaweconunuetodxagnose before seeking care, undergoes blood cul-
it imperfectly and treat it The ture,and i i Theclini
fundamental prob]em is Lhe absence ofa cian isleft with suspicion but no microbio-
simple, reliable, A i ion—andmay
single Widal test is not sufficient ibiotic:

terns. But there is another question we
should be asking: Why are we trying to
solve a vaccine-preventable disease pri-
marily through antibiotics? India is one of
the countries where the case for typhoid

Itis a vaccine-preventable
bacterial disease, yet in India we
continue to diagnose it

vaccination is compelling. The WHO has
prioritised typhoid-conjugate vaccine
(TCV) introduction in countries with high
disease-burden or high AMR levels. India
produced the world’s first WHO-prequal-
ified TCV, Typbar-TCV, in 2017.Since then,
additional Indian TCV products have
achieved WHO prequalification. The scien-
tific and manufacturing capability exists.
The vaccine exists. What remains inad-
equate is the scale and rigour of use.
'Vaccination should not be viewed asa
substitute for clean water, sanitation, food
safety or better diagnostics. It must be part
ofanintegrated typhoid-control strategy.

ity d prior antibioti

Second, diagnostic stewardship needs
to become part of antimicrobial steward-
ship. Blood cultures should ideally be ob-
tained before antibiotics are started, with
adequate blood volume and appropriate
laboratory practices. India also needs in-
vestment inabetter point-of-care or rapid
diagnostic test for typhoid. We also need
to revisit the place of TCV in our public-
health strategy.

respondto typhoid

cases with better dzaguosncs. stronger sur-
veillanc

aboveall, prevention. Indiashould not have

First, reports of i typhoid

should trigger strengthened surveillance.

ifnpcrfem}’_ﬂ“d treatit Hospitals and laboratories should system-
empirically atically document suspected and culture-
cases, anti ial susceptibil-

New Delhi

epapenindianexpress;mm.. .

ac-
cination. It needs both.

The writer is senior scientist and
programme officer, AMR, ICMR
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MOST ECONOMISTS SEE GDP GROWTH IN APR-JUN WELL ABOVE RBI'S FORECAST OF 7%

GDP surprise expected after best
Q1inover10yearsforloangrowth

Siddharth Upasani
New Delhi, August 30

ONEECONOMICindicatorafter
another is showing that on the
whole, the Indian economy has
weathered the storm thatis the
West Asia conflict and the resul-
tant energy shock. The biggest
proofof this may come on Mon-
day (August31), when the Minis-
try of Statistics and Programme
Implementation (MoSPI) re-
leases GDP data for the April-
Junequarter.

According to the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI), GDP
growth in the quarter may be
7%. But economists from vari-
ous banks and agencies think
the headlinegrowth figure may
exceed the central bank’s fore-
castby atleast halfa percentage
point, with some even of the
opinion that growth may come
inas high as 8%.

“Anupswing in GDP growth
close to psychological 8%
threshold in a quarter laden
with impact of geopolitical ten-
sionsandspikeinoil pricestoan

The ’s perform-

ance hasbeensurprisingonthe
upside forsometime now, with
the last three quarters seeing
GDP growth rates of 8.3%, 8%,
and 7.8%.

Of the 50-plus indicators
tracked by State Bank of India
— which estimates around 8%
GDP growth in April-June -
86%of them accelerated in the
quarter, up from 69% in April-
June2025.

Underpinning the robust
performance in April-June is
the pace at which loans are
being taken.

Decadal high loan
growth

The first quarter of anew fi-
nancial year is usually the
weakest in terms of corporate
performance and demand for
Ioans from lenders. Why? Be-
cause activity takes a breather
after the hectic last quarter of
the financial year and com-
panies are busy making their
plans for the year ahead.

However, the first three

bblisa hs0f2026-27 hasbeen the
prise; Sald UnionBankofindia  bestfordemand forbankloans
economistsled by KanikaPasri-  in more than a decade.
cha. They think GDP growth in RBIdatashowsoutstanding
April-Junewillbe79%, “likelya  non-food loans of banks were
blockbuster beating all odds”. up18.3% year-on-year as at the

» Loangrowthatend of June highest for Q1in

overadecade
30 Bank loan growth (YoY in %)
25| $°266
20 T\mu 1835
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" /\J/
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ggoEfoozaocononga s
'SOURCE: RBI

endofJune. Thelast timebank
loan growth was higher at the
end of the first quarter of a fi-
nancial year was way back in
June 2012, when it was 18.7%.
While some of the high
growthinbankcredit can beat-
tributed to a change in the re-
porting format of the datatothe
last day of the month as well as
the high wholesale inflation in
April-Juneduetothe war, there
are solid underlying reasons
driving demand for money.
Asatthe end of June, bank
loans to the industry were up
19.2% year-on-year, services
21.4%, and personal loans
15.8%. In June 2025, the corre-

Subhash Chandra says borrowers
assure settlement of Rs 4,262 crore

sponding growth rates were
6.3%, 8.8%, and 11.7%.

The inflection point
According to Barclaysecon-
omists Aastha Gudwani and
Amruta Ghare, while demand
forbankcredit post Covid from
industry has largely been lower
than that from agriculture, ser-
vices, and the retail sector per-
sonal credit, things changed in
mid-2025. “...continued accel-
eration over the past yearinin-
dustry growthis now driven by
'large’ industry bank credit:
‘where pace has nearly risen 4x
from 2% outstanding in June
20251016.6% in June 2026.”

“Overall, we are seeing a
shift in credit offtake from per-
sonal loans towards industry
and services, reflecting strong
creditdemand inthe more pro-
ductive sectors of the economy.
Economic activity, and as a re-
sult credit growth, has held up
despite uncertainties from the
‘West Asia war,” Upasna Bhard-
waj and Harsh Doshi, econ-
omists with Kotak Mahindra
Bank, said in a report earlier
this month.

It is not just India that is
seeinga pick-up in demand for
loans, with the 8.5% growth in
bank credit in Asia excluding
China the highest in 18 years,
according to Morgan Stanley.

“Surging capex, booming
trade and the rise in PPI (Pro-
ducer Price Index) inflation ex-
plain this acceleration in credit

‘Madhepura loco factory
builds global skills; 30% of
Alstom work now in India’

‘THE LOCOMOTIVE factory in
Bihar’sMadhepura has created
alarge pool of engineers, con-
tributing to 30% of Alstom’s
global engineering work now
being done in India, according
to Vivek Garg, managing di-
rector of Madhepura Electric
Locomotive Pvt Ltd (MELPL).
MELPLmanufacturesIndia’s
most powerful 12,000-horse-
power locomotives, which run
on dedicated freight corridors
and can haulloads ofupto 6,000
tonnes. The company is a joint
venture between Indian Rail-
ways and French major Alstom,
withAlstom holdinga74%stake.
It supplied its 650th locomotive
tothe Railways on August 15.
Inaninterview with Theln-
dian Express’ Dheeraj Mishra,
Garg also discussed Make in
India manufacturing, global
practices, the new suppliers it

demand,”M

omists led by Chetan Ahya, the
investment bank’s Chief Asia
Economist, said last month. Ac-
cordingtothem, Asiaisentering
its “strongest industrial cycle
since the 2000s™ thanks to the
“sustained, multi-year rise in
capex across Al and Al-related
ital infrastructure spending,
energy, defense and industrial
supply chains”. FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

and future plans for the project,
oneofthelargest foreign direct
investments (FDI) in India’s
railway sector. Edited excerpts:

‘What has changed from
your first to 650th
locomotive, and how much
ofitis “Made in India"?
There has been a massive
change. Ourcentres of compet-
ence are based across Europe.
Initially, the locomotives were
i there, and some of

sIndiaeyes 4thspotinforexreservesranks

On Friday, Reserve Bank of India data showed India’s foreign
exchange reserves hit an all-time high of $729.33 billion,

y with the fifth-largest

its position as th

reserves in the world and approaching Russia in fourth.

the first locomotives also had
key components manufac-
tured there, while assembly
was donein India, as permitted
under the contract.

‘Wethen quickly transferred
the technology and manufac-

. EXPRESS
mnterview

AN

VIVEKGARG
MANAGING DIRECTOR,
MELPL

than 30 established suppliers
into the railway manufacturing
ecosystem. There are still a few
components that we import,
such as wheels and axles, be-
cause there is currently no sup-
plier in India for this particular
design and specification. At
present, these components are
sourced from China and
Ukraine.

‘Today, more than 30% of Al-
stom’s engineering work glo-
bally is done in India, and the
confidence and capabilities de-
veloped through the Madhe-
pura project have been an im-
portant partofthatjourney. We
have created alarge pool of en-
gineers in India who are now
contributing to the design of
locomotives as well as urban
trains for global projects.

‘We are also changing the
locomotive maintenance sys-
tem, Traditionally, itwas largely
schedule-based — the locomo-
tivehad toreturn tothe depotat
fixed intervals. However, our
teams at Saharanpur, Nagpur
and Sabarmati use condition-
based monitoring to assess the
actual heaith of the equipment
and determine what mainten-
ance is required. On top of this,
digital tools help with predictive
maintenance. With the help of
these tools and by skilling
workers, we have been able to

‘Whatisyourplanforfuture  cutdownourmaintenancetime
expansion afterthe by almost 20% and material
expires? by close to 15%,

The existing contractis for ~ whichisahuge efficiency gain.

800 locomotives, with the

contract period runninguntil  The average speed of

March 2028. We have supplied ~ freighttrainsis still

650 locomotives so far,and the — around25kmph. Howcan

remaining 150 willbe delivered  itbeincreased?

by March 2028. The contract ‘We are not really specialists

also gives Indian Railways an
option to order an additional
200 locomotives.

We are in discussions with
Indian Railways onhow we can
maintain continuity of produc-
tion at Madhepura. We are
hopeful that something will
come outof these discussions.

whenit comesto operations. But
we can contribute from the
product design and manufac-
turing point of view. For
example, the Railways has a vi-
sion of reaching a 45% market
share in five years and increas-
ingfreight haulage fromaround
1,600 million tonnes to 3,000

George Mathew = = against the borrower’s assets in 4,000 turing capabilities to India. million tonnes. To achieve that,
Mumbai, August 30 e Lenders exposure the US, the statement said. ‘ Today, we facture the Andisth plan for the Railways need heavy-haul
LIC Housing has an out- 3,500 motors here, propulsion sys-  exports? locomotives that can haul long
ESSELGROUPfounderSubhash | HDFC Bank IMScr standing amount of Rs 1,322 temsat our Coimbatore facility, We are exploring every trainsand heavyloadsat higher
Chandraon Sunday said bor- [ iC Housing | :,322¢r crore. This has been offered for | £ 3.000 and locomotive shells (car possible way of maintaining speeds. Our locomotive can
rowers associated with his per- ‘ Indusind 2240 settlement and part securityis | & bodies) at our manufacturing  continuity. We have thisland  haul a 6,000-tonne load even
sonal guarantees had assured bl - available, itsaid. UnionBankhas | § 2500 facility in Kolkata. Whenween-  leasefor35years. Theentirein-  onagradient of 1-in-150atatop
him that they would reconcile | CanaraBank | 348er anoutstandingamountofRs164 | 5 2,000 tered into the joint venture in  vestment and the facility you  speed of 120 kmph. This capa-
their accounts with lendersand | Union Bank 6dcr crore, against which securityis | & 2015, therewasnoformalMake ~ saw will remain in place. It  bility can contribute to Indian
settle the balance of Rs 4,262 |RBL Bank | 2m9cr available. RBL Bank hasanout- | & 1500 in India policy. Even then, we  therefore makes sense tocon-  Railways’ vision of increasing
crore. Of the total Rs 4,808 crore - + standingamountofRs119crore. | 2 made it a point to localise pro-  tinue utilising the facility for ~ freight haulage to 3,000 mil-
disbursed, theborrowerspaidRs | FrankiinTempleton | ¥729¢r “Theywere offered to pay by the 1.000 = = duction and build the entire  manufacturing. Wearediscuss- ~ lion tonnes.
3,803 crore, leaving abalance of | Edelweiss | I565¢cr borrowerassettled withthelarge 500 8 5 ~ ecosystem in India. Today, we  ing this with Indian Railways. The reporter was in Patna
only Rs 998 crore, as per a state- ;ou S STATEME RSS! ~ lender, but they refused.” the = = 5 ﬂ have more than 90% localisa- at theinvitation of Alstom.
ment from Chandra’s office.  yanprasorFice staxemen( said. IndusInd Bank = tion acrossall What th FULLREPORT ON
“Againstapayab ofRs Of R: China Japan Russia India ‘We have also brought more ~ of this projectso far? WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
998 crore, claims filed were Rs 240 crore. “They also had ad- Switzerland
5311 crore. After reducing the  with anoutstandingduesof Rs  equate security during the de-
settled/paid claims of Rs 1,049 775 crore. However, these are  fault period but did not convert @Withthe RBI'sthree ashas beenthe case over the . 3 ~
crore, the remainingisRs 4,262  claims without a valid personal it to cash. Hence, kept security concessional swap schemesfor | last year. But how muchis I ndla aimsto Dy MD I(alZ ad Bh aruch a
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Union with a flexible standard Inthe draft Cabinet noteon  of past disputes. tal Markets Ltd tngether plan to “Weare participatinginthat | chains. “India remains com- The Reserve Bankof India ~ CEOsince October2020 had de-
ofqualified MFNtreatment,ac-  BIT revampcirculated for delib- “India has to cautiously | diluteuptoi%stakeintheNa- divestment. We propose todi- | mitted to concluding the CEPA | approves top banking appoint-  cided nottoseek reappointment
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opening the door to broader
claims based on provisions in
treaties signed with third coun-

® RBI AND SEBI ARE STRENGTHENING CYBER RESILIENCE, INCIDENT REPORTING AND Al SAFEGUARDS AS THREATS TO THE FINANCIAL SECTOR GROW MORE SOPHISTICATED

year from the present five years
anddoublinginvestor protection
afterthe BIT expiresto 10 years.

MNCs working in the USA and
EU,” said Amit Agarwal, Senior
Partner, Nangia & Co LLP. FE

Thebankis participating in
the NSETPO and will dilute a
0.65% stake in the exchange,

group...itcould be lessdepend-
ing on any other shareholde:

xable and commerually mean-

joining,"” he said. PTI

ingful
onbothsides,” it saxd PTI

The CEO search comes
after about six months of up-
heaval at HDFC Bank where

serving executive overseeing
the retail and wholesale busi-
nesses, the people said.

Why regulators are tightening the cybersecurlty netaround India’s financial sector

Akash Mandal
Mumbai, August 30

ASARTIFICIALintelligence! (Al)

pose risks to the trust in the se-
curities market,” the market
regulator noted in its circular.
'I'he RBI released a newcompre-

fuels rising cy ity
threats, regulatorsaretightening
oversight of the financial sector,
with the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) and the Securities and Ex-
changeBoard of India (SEBI) re-
iterating their focus on protect-
ing critical pants of the financial

ybersecurity frame-
work late last month for banks
and financial institutions, and

curity threats infiltrating a few
banks so farin 2026.

Measuring cyber
resilience

SEBI'SITRI for market infra-
structureinstitutions quantifies

vof

DO
a“kill switch” mechanism.

cyber tumnsitinto

something tangible. The mdex

The:

has9

to freeze all financial transac-
tions in their accounts during

and security have aweightage of
20%, integrity, governance, re-

ecosystem. fraudintheRBI'scase, whilethe  liability and monitoring, modu-
SEBI, for example, on Mon-  markets regulator is evaluating  larity and flexibility, and busi-
dayil anIT Resili asimilar ismaspartof ness continuity have a
Index (ITRI) for Market Infra-  its. it Both it 0f10% each, while
structureInstitutions—entities ~ are stepping up focuson cyber  scalability and an “others” par-
like clearing corporationsand  risks as Al makes fraud easxer to ameter with miscellaneous
exchangesthatenabletradingin ~ scale. This includes di i have a wei
financial markets. “Any dis- voices used to bypass KYC of5%each.
ruption, degrading in perform-  checks, as well as complex “SEBI'SIT Resilience Indexis

anceorcompromiseofthese (IT)
systems may adversely impact
critical market operations and

scams that infiltrate critical fi-
nancial services instituti n

significant in that respect be-

Al-driven fraud,

1

benchmarked and ultimately
brought into boardroom ac-
countability,” said Himanshu
Bagai, partner at Saikrishna &
Associates.

k, which will

fact, we'vealready seen cyberse-

thing that can be

The
i fromearly 2027,

epaper.indianexpress.oom-. .

d response. REUTERS

willalsoincludean “early warn-
ing system” and continuous
monitoring to flag risks early.
“MlIs(MarketInfrastructure In-
stitutions) shall compute ITRT
on a half-yearly basis within a
period of 60 days from the end

The RBI last month tigh-

ofeachhalf ear it the shortJy forre- lying ahead as technology
I ftwocon- i of Alandmachine  keepson i

secutive half-years (on a rolling lmmmg Whiletheregulatoral-

basis) and corrective action,”  ready hasAlmodelsmonitoring  tened cybersecurity rules for

SEBI's circular noted. to flag suspicious trading pat-  banks and financial institu-

The regulator on Monday
also said that it has aligned its
cyber incident reporting portal
forregulated entities withastan-
dardized “Format for

terns, Whole-Time Member
Kamlesh Chandra Varshney
had indicated last week that it
has also developed a team to

work on Al models

Incident Reporting Ex- covering corporate in-
change” or FIRE format. vestigations.

This“will facilitate repor- “Now, ateam has al-
tingofincidentsinstages L I readybeen constituted.
to reflect incident life Like we have a system
cycle from initial repor- for trading data, can we

tingtointermediateupdatesand
final closure, whileacknowledg-

have a system for quarterly re-
sults that are filed?” said Var-

tions, mandating board-level
oversight, dedicated IT risk
committees and a six-hour
window to report cyber inci-
dents. In June, it had revised
its fraud compensation mech-
anism for victims, increasing
the scope of those who can
claim compensation, and in-
cluded newer-age digital
scams in its definition.

While the regulators have
shown interest in modernis-
ing cyber regulations, many

ingthat certain mtormauon may shney at an event in Mumbai.
notbx ilabl in- The now flags
itial reporting,” it said. risks related to Al and the need
R to improve surveillance at al-
Alraisesthestakes mostall public forums, signify-  technology.
SEBI last week said it will  ing the scale of the challenge
New Delhi

remain. They must
remain nimble as threats
evolve with rapidly changing
FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS COM
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CONTRAPUNTO
" We think we have solved the mystery of creation.

Maybe we should patent the universe and charge
everyone royalties for their existence

~STEPHEN HAWKING

Application Error

Pyt universities are gaming rankings by filing non-serious
patent applications. Govt should change incentives
S &P 500 is widely regarded as world's most prestigious stock

index, and its listed firms are collectively worth around

$70tn. The interesting thing is that 92% of this market value
now derives not from real estate, factories, machinery and other
“tangibles”, but “intangibles”, like intellectual property, brand
and data. Intellectual property especially. This is a huge shift from
1975, when 83 % of their collective valuanon was based on tangibles.
Analysts call this “economic inversion”, and the takeaway for
India is that economic might in the 21st century is proportional to
acountry’s [P play.

Which brings us to the grim reality TOI published on Sunday.
Ouruniversity system—cradle of learning, research and innovation—
seems to be bluffing its way through the IP process. You can’t guess
that by looking at the number of patent applications filed every
year. In fact, going by numbers alone, the picture is rosy. In 2020-21,
Indian universities filed 7,405 patent
applications. In 2024-25, this figure rose
to 37.681 - 34% of all applications filed
that year. Problem is, the vast majority
of these applications are frivolous.
They will never transform into patents.
Actually, most of them are “abandoned”
rightafter application.

Why stage this farce? Because India’s
National Institutional Ranking Framework
rewards both quantity and quality. True,
anactual patent gets twice as many points
as a patent application. But a university that files 50 applications
and gets no patent still scores higher than one that files 10and gets 4.
That's a perverse incentive system, and it explains why 9 of India’s
top 10 patent filers among educational institutions are private. IITs
together take 3rd place, but the difference is they have a 60%-plus
successrate, as against 0-2% for most private institutions,

This practice is bad because it not only skews university rankings
but also increases the workload of India’s understaffed patent
office. Where US had over 8,000 patent examiners in 2023, India had
only 221. We're not suggesting universities shouldn't file patents.
Rather, they should strive to file more, but only when backed by
genuine research and innovation. An umbrella with a built-in LED
lightisnot the kind of innovation that will increase India’sintangible
worth. The easiest way to fix this problem is for NIRF to change its
incentive structure. It should only reward patents, not applications.
Last year, India showed will to address the problem of research
paperretractions. It's time to get serious on patents now.

Hair We Go

Bald has become powerful, but pharma is even more
so. It's intent on finding a cure — and billions
Some analysts are calling it Wall Street’s next goldmine - a

wave of new treatments for hair loss. Ir over the next

year, any of these treatments may catch on like the GLP-1
weight-loss drugs. One difference is that instead of a core, shared
scientific mechanism, a multiplicity is in play. For example, Pelage
Pharmaceuticals is developing PP405, which is a gel aimed at
“awakening” the hair follicles. Eli Lilly has invested $40mn in
Absci, which is trialling an Al-designed monoclonal antibody
that targets the prolactin receptor. The other, bigger difference is
that, unlike obesity, hairloss is not a health crisis.

Far from it. So much so that a Time cover recently proclaimed,
‘The future is bald'. Because so many of
today’s movers and shakers sport a full
shave, it’s gotten associated with success,
confidence, and power. After the cover went
viral, it turned out to be Al-generated. Its
image was fake, but its conversation wasn’t.
Jeff Bezos, Satya Nadella, Steve Ballmer,
Demis Hassabis and others have indeed
made their shared hair(less)style a very,
very elite look. Sport and entertainment
also have pmmment men saying no to the comb-over, toupee, wig,
the desperate search for a miracle oil. But if the only bald woman
you can think of is that Persis Khambatta character from half a
century ago, then, Houston, we have a problem.

Female pattern hairlossisalsosuper common. But whereare the
role models saying this is perfectly ok? If the future is supposedly
bald, it shouldn’t be so only for men. As hair is never just hair,
bald is also more than bald. It is identity. And this is where the
hair-loss boom is potentially enormous. It's about choosing one's
appearance and that’s a supersized market. No matter how much
our age tells us to “love yourself”, it's also endlessly selling us
things to “fix yourself™.

Honorary Uninvite

It’s a trending convocation ceremony ritual

ia.com

Recently there was buzz over NALSAR students opposing CJI
Kant as chief guest at their convocation ceremony. But it's
puzzling as to why this should be seen as an embarrassment.
If anything, CJ1isfinally on trend.

Getting disinvited is basically the new honorary degree.
! Eminent people are being un-asked to speak all over US with
theentl f agroup chat x. This May, rsat Rutgers,
Utah Valley, and South Carolina State University all got the boot. prompting the
free speech watchdog FIRE (Foundation for Individual Rights and Expression)
toanoint it “disinvitation season”. FIRE has tracked 345 attempts to disinvite
commencement speakers between 2000-2024, and this year has hardly cooled

off, with fresh cancellations, walkouts, and boo-fests.

Tim tobeaunique honour.

Surrmg speemes like Steve Jobs' “'stay hungry, stay fool.\sh , Barack Obama'’s

callforchange, and Sheryl Sandberg’s “lean in, oﬂ'el ed life lessons.

GQ % Notanymore. Studentsare wielding the “heckler's veto” with gusto,

and the payoff (front-page headlines, and the whiff of heroism that

V comes from activism) is catnip for Gen Z. Forget stay hungry, stay
foolish; today's mantra is stay mic'd, stay furious.

Noteverythingabout convocation season is doom, gloom, and disinvitation
though. Every so often the ceremony delivers a moment of pure vibe, At IT
Ropar’s convocation last July, institute director Rajiv Ahuja was asked by a
student if he'd pose in shades while handing out the degree. Not only did the
good prof agree, hedidaKoreanfingerheart, shy guy, and every other viral trend
online, winning hearts and post-27mn views the title of “pookie prof ™.

Butfor hi s wi ummon up the charmof acardboard
box, they are expected (at the minimum) to assure graduates that it wasn't a
complete waste of their time and money. Unlike Gen Z, some of us didn’t need
anyone to tell us that. We scooted at the first sight of a piece of paper called the
marl ksheet and hoped never tohaveto E‘cplam those three years to anyone.

-ation myself - whenmy daughter graduated
[mm pm primary to pr unary beaming under a voluminous gown roughly four
sizes too big- 1 cansay therestisnot worth it.

The Science Of Mountain Signs

Because rivers cross borders, monitoring must also cross them. Doing this with equal intensity
across the entire Himalayan system is not practical. But focused cooperation where upstream
observations have direct downstream relevance, can go a long way

Wednesday's collapse on the north slope
of Nepal's Langtang Lirung, will be

ingan unstablesl extremerainfall coin-

ciding with a natural blockage, may each be unlikely, but
their combined consequences could be severe,

Langtang Lirung haa just showed us l.lus how quickly

studied for some time. We may y

understand why that slope failed, how

much rock and ice moved, and what

turned it into such a destructive
downstream event. But one lesson is already clear In
these mountains, disturbances on a slope can transform
intodisast faraway withinashort time.

The initial failure of rock and glacier ice, entered a
steep valley, and then the river system. The resulting
obstruction contributed to a debris-rich flash flood

Ineffect, alocal ly became
amajor disaster more than 100km away.

That explains why such hazards are hard to handle.
A landslide can block a river, a glacier failure can
generate a debris flow, a glacial lake can burst into a
GLOI" and a temporary blockage may suddenly faﬂ

intense rainfall can further
an already fragile setting. The trigger matters, but so
does the chain that follows.

Geospatial i i y
here. A combination of optical satellite imagery, radar
data, nSAR and LiDAR, river flow measurements, seismic
records, and high-: almudewea!herobselvauanscanall
assistin and
debri ,zmduuwu tr

otall are
even bv these tools. Nul is it reahsuc to monitor the
entire Himalayan system with the same intensity.
A pragmatic approach requires identifying critical
locations, where a failure could lead to significant
downstream consequences.

For India, that means focusing on adjoining
transboundary river corridors, unstable slopes,
glacial lakes, narrow valleys, and upstream areas
whose failure could affect Arunachal Pradesh. Sikkim,
Uttarakhand, and Assam.

The Yarlung Tsangpo-Brahmaputrasystem illustrates
the chduengc Before enteung 1India, this river passes
thr

glaciers, and glacial

lakes ina teclom:_ally active part of Tibet. The world's

largest hydropower project is planned in thisregion, while
everal eat different

Concernis, therefore, notover onedamor one hazard,

but how major infra may interact with an already fragile

natural system. A landslide enteringareservoir, an earth-

onehazat
and downstream of Yarlung Tsangpo should, therefore,
account notonly for normalriver behaviour, butalsofor

disaster-risk research, notjust climatescience,
Cross-border science can strengthen this further.
India does not require access to all datasets or
locations throughout the Himalayas. It needs
focused cooperation where upstream observations
havedirect downstream relevance.
Th z ;

low-probability, h

India’s pmposod ﬁ!mage and hydmpo\nu infra on
Siangcan form part of a broader risk-managementand
water-security strategy. Such measures are important,
but their effectiveness will depend equally on how well
India understands upstream changes, extreme-flow
scenarios, and possible cascading hazards.

India, therefore, needs a dedicated Transboundary
Hmmhvan Science and 'Ibchnologv ngramme
hydra v ic

science, seismology, engineering, remote sensing, and
field observations across pri lt} basins adjacent to
the country. Data should feed i C geospatial

should be willing i tin i
and analysis through joint scientific mechanisms. Such
arrangements could combine funding, instrumentation,
satellite analysis, field observations, and technical expertise
according to each partner'sstrel .

Joint methods, common standards, and sustained
scientific engagement would also improve confidence
in how data is collected and interpreted. In a crisis,
trusted data matters as much as rapid data.

‘Wherean immediate downstream threat is verified,
agreed mechanisms should also allow warnings to
reach people at risk without waiting for every formal
channel. That requires mutual trust, pre-agreed
protocols, and sustained cooperation between upstream
and downstream states.

her

alue, countries

s ationand
using satellite data, open geospatial sources, and field
researchfromaccessible adjoiningareas.

Transboung i yan risk cannot be understood
through geopolitics alone. Those assessments matter,
but they need to be matched by sustained physical-
science research into how terrain, atmosphere,
glaciers, and rivers are changing, and how one hazard
cantriggeranmhen

The same science should also inform development
choices. Roads, hydropower, loumm infra, and new
y, butin in terrain

platform for monitoring, risk assessmem. and informed
spatial decision-making.

Emphasns should be practical: unstable slopes,

11akes, river-blockage points, high-risk

valleys, and sememvms esposed to downstream
cascades. rvations
where field access is difficult, while field =tud\es can
verify what satellite data suggests.

There is also an atmospheric dimension. Changes in
temperature, snow cover, moisture, and high-; dlmude
circulation over the Tibetan Plateau i

their location and de%lgn matter greatly. Geospatial
risk assessments can help identify where development
is appropriate, where stronger safeguards are needed.
and where restraint may be the safer choice. The
objective is not to stop development, but to ensure
that it respects the limits of the terrain.

Langtang Lu'ung isareminder that anevent need not
oceur wi
The F are shared geog U
what hdppans beynnd the bm der is increasingly part of

loser tohome.

rainfall, and river flows downstream. For India, studymg
these changes should be part of water-security and

The writer heads Takshashila Institution’s Geospatial
Programume. Viewsare personal

Beyond Labels,

Pawan Agarwal

Now that India has crossed an important
ﬂ threshold on front-of-pack nutrition
b labelling — after nearly nine years
of debate - the question is no longer
whether it needs meaningful front-of-
pack information. It is how to make
the system work.

Ex-CEO, FSSAI
FSSATsaffidavitinSupreme CDurl

How To Make India Eat Healthier

Front-of-pack labelling will only help a small number of consumers who are aware. For larger impact, we
need policy tweaks like taxes & incentives that nudge food industry to change product portfolios

simpler princi rient

oneanother.

above the threshold, une wal nlng two nutrients, two
wari mngs mreenu[rlenls threewarmngs
Andi bye:

reformulatmg" Are purchase pattern: changmg" Are
thr

ions working as

measure, learn, and improve.

has reportedly proposed a plan to have
red he\ag(mal warnings on packaged foods that aw
high in nutrients of concern, with declarations such
as “HIGH FAT", “HIGH SUGAR", “HIGH SALT" and/
or “HIGHLY SWEETENED BEVERAGE". This is a
good start, but it can be made better: Here's how.

Getthe warningsright | If this proposal is implemented,
packaged foods would need to be high in two or more
nutrients of concern before carrying a warning, while

improve
India’s diet. The next step should be to align fiscal
and industrial policy with the same health objective.
India's GST structure for food deserves a review
through a nutrition lens. The question is not whether
govt should classify every food as “good” or “bad”, but
whether taxation makes healthier choices easier or
inadvertently encourages the opposite.

The same principle should guide govt support for
food processing. Fu!u.re pmducllmrlhlked incentive

highly sweetened beverages would be separatel;
covered. Now, while a phased beginning may be
practical, this feature is worth reviewing in the light
of accumulating evidence.

International i

e
its threshold. A product may, therefore, carry one, two,
three, or more, warnings. Mexico follows a similar
approach, while Israel uses separate red warnings
for high sugar, sodium and saturated fat. The logic is
slmplc If afood is excessively high in salt, why should

‘s need to know b on whether
Jt isalso high in sugar or saturated fat?

Experience in these countries suggests that warnings
caninfl onl; i alsoproduct
fort ion. If i salt or saturated
fat gets rid of a warning from the pack, manufacturers
havea visible incentive to reformulate.

Of course, India need not copy another country. FSSAT
can begin with a system suited to Indian conditions,
evaluate it, and then refine it. Over time, however, a

encourage
reformulation,  product portfolios, and i

innutritious foods.

Thereisalsoarole for corporate responsibility. ESG
- environmental, social and governance - frameworks
should become more nutrition-sensitive: food companies
should increasingly account for the nutritional quality
of their portfolios, while companies across sectors can
promote healthier food and lifestyles through workplace
nutrition and well-being programmes. This would bring
consumer health more firmly into how businesses
think about their wider social impact.

Start with children | The longer-term investment must
begin inschools.

Food, nutrition and lifestyle literacy should become
part of the everyday school routine, not another subject
children memorise for an examination. Children should
lear nmmu;,h pracucc uadmglabds compar mgmuds

portions, eating: v, being
acti d ing healthy everyday habits.

The school food environment must change alongside
what children learn. School meals, canteens, food sold
around schools, lunch boxes, drinking water and
opportunities for physical activity should reinforce

This is not about India’s food-p

industry. It is about helping its growth mme ina
healthier direction. Regulation,
taxationand industrial incentives

should reinforce rather than

O'TATO
PCHIPS

Image: Al

Calvin & Hobhes

I CLEANED AND OILED YOUR
BICYCLE, CALNIN.  WHAT Do

the same Children cannot be taught healthy
choices in the classroom while the environment around
them encourages the opposite.

Done well, schools can build habits that travel home
andlast intoadulthood.

India'sdecision onfront-of- pack warnings s, therefore,
notthe endof anine-year journey. It can be the beginning
of abroader shift in food policy.

FSSAI and govt deserve credit for taking the decision.
Supx ‘eme Court, public-] healtlmdvucate; mseamh«zm con-

d the media helped ionsforit.

Now comes the harder task: implement the warnings
well, improve them with evidence, align taxes and
industrial incentives with health, and embed food,
nutrmnn andlifestyleliteracy inourschools. A warning

Ahealthier
food environment, backed by an informed generation,
can change how India eats tomorrow.

Sacredspace

Nothing
divine
dies. All
good is
eternally
tcprodmmc l7wbuua\ of
nature reforms itselfin the mind,
and not for barren contemplation.
but for new creation.

Ralph W Emerson

When Nature Speaks, Humanity Must Listen

Stuti Malhotra

itself exceptionally vulnerable to the
consequences of awarming planet.
This paradox offers a spiritual lesson:

timber: Ariver is not merely water to be

birds, rain, soil, flowers, and seasons to

diverted. Natur

acred trust.
Barah Mah, twelve months and

iritual truths. Modern
civilisation, however; has increasingly

asked: How much can we extract from

he devaslaungﬂﬂod; that strn u(:k
the Nepal-Ti regi

this week am not merely. 'umther
natural disaster. They carry adeeper
message for humanity: we may live within
national boundaries, but we live under
onesky, breathe the same air, and inhabit
one

natur e
Carbonemitted in one partof the world
does not remain there. The atmosphere
carries nopassport. Rivers donot stopat
immigration checkpoints. Glaciers,
loresls oceans, rainfall, and winds

mirror

Scientistsarestill studying precisely
what triggered the collapse. Recent high

may have

plane\arv system. What
humansdo inone region e
canultimately affect people ~ *%

f asingle s,

'l

played arole. ©br

condition of the human heart, Nature is
therefore not merely the background
against which humanlife unfolds; it is
intimately connected with our physical
and spiritual existence.
The Quran similarly reminds
Lo human beings of theirrespon-
% sibility towards the Earth: “Do
not spread corruption on the
Earthafter it has been set in order

nature? How much can we produce?
Howmuch can we consume?

Spiritual wisdom asks a different
question: How much can nature sustain?
‘The tragedy in Nepal makes this question
urgent. We imagine ourselves to be
independent because tech has given us
extraordinary power. Butadisruption
inrainfall can affect food. A melting
glacier canaffect rivers. A damaged

‘The ecological message of all religions

is creati The Guru Granth Sahib (Quran7: .)G) ’I'he verseoffers fomst can aﬂecl water and soil. Changes
that. iniceand usestheword  THE SPEAKING TREE aprofc principle. influence weather
rock. Nepal has already lost nearly a third Qudl attorefer tocreation. e Earth possessesanorderand  of kilometres away.
of its glacier ice in the past three decades. GuruNanak says: “Sabh teri kudrattu’n  balance thathuman beings must respect.
Thereisastrikingirony here.Nepalis  kadir karta(SGGS464),"~Allcreationis ~ Ourresponsibility isnotmerely tobenefit  istherefore not simply, ‘Protect nature.’ Its
hardly responsible for the world’scarbon  Yours; Youare its Creator. from the natural world, butalsotorefrain -~ message goes deeper change the way you
problem. In 2024, it produced only about Suchan understandingch: fromactii d

0.05% of global CO: from T
fossil fuels and industry. Yeta country
withsucha tiny carbon footprint finds

ip with theenvironment. A
mountain is nolonger merely land available
for construction. A forest isnot simply

order already established within it.
Prophets, gurus, sufis, rishis, and urgently needstor
saints constantly turned torivers, forests,

tragedy reminds
usof an n\nmen( spiritual truth that modern

the world is one interconnected whole.
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Rising forex reserves

India must be prepared for potential external disruption
The data released last week by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) showed India’s for-
eign-exchange reserves increased to an all-time high of $729.3 billion in the week
ended August 21. It is reasonable to expect that the reserves will likely witness asig-
nificant jump when the data for last week and this week are released. The increase
over the past few weeks has been driven by the swap schemes announced by the
RBI in June, including for Foreign Currency Non-Resident (Bank), or FCNR (B),
deposits. Given the strong flows under the FCNR (B) window, the RBI decided to
prematurely end the scheme, a month ahead of schedule (August 31). The sch
for external commercial borrowing and overseas foreign-currency borrowing will
continue as announced. The RBI has added about $47 billion to its reserves since
the swap scheme was announced onJunes.

Ahigherlevel of foreign-exchange reserves, sufficient tocoverabout 11 months
of imports, will provide enormous comfort to policymakers. It is worth noting that
therupee came under pressure with the beginning of the Iran war. Since India dep-
endsonimports for most of its crude-oil sected the cur-
rent account deficit (CAD) to expand substantially to over 2 per cent of gross
domestic product (GDP) this financial year, compared to about 0.6 per cent in 2025~
26. Since India was already facing outflows on the capital account, the rupee came
under pressure despite the central bank’s defence. Although economists have
scaled down CAD projections, the broader uncertainty has not abated, and crude-
oil prices remain elevated. The United States (US) and Iran remain engaged in brink-
manship, with unpredictable consequences.

Thus, in the given uncertain global environment, higher foreign-exchange
reserves will definitely help maintain external stability. The rupee, forinstance, has

1overthe past few drecovered someof the lost ground. However,
it is worth noting that higher reserves should not be used to prop up the rupee
against fundamentals because this could affect external competitiveness and might
endupwideningthe CAD. Thelatest reading (July) onthe index forthe real effective
exchange rate showed that the rupee had depreciated about 8 per cent in real terms
overthe past yearand wasundervalued toasimilar extent. Some amount of under-
valuation will help reduce the CAD and make Indian assets more attractive to for-
eign investors. It must also be kept in mind that capital flows under the swap
scheme will provide relief only in the short to medium term.

Besides the uncertainty in West Asia, India must also be prepared for shifts in
global financial conditions. Longer-term bond yields in the US are moving up and
are expected to rise further. US Federal Reserve Chairman Kevin Warsh reiterated
the central bank’scommitment to attain the 2 per centinflation target in his much-
awaited speech last week. The inflation rate in the US has been above target forover
five yearsand might require policy tightening, which will push up bond yields. Bor-
rowing costs are rising in the US also because of rising public debt and sustained
investment in artificial-intelligence capacity building. Thus, continued tighter
financial conditions would affect capital flows. The risk of low returns on artificial-
intelligence investment, which is now partially being financed by debt, could also
pose threats. Therefore, Indian policymakers must adjust not only to potentially
tighter global financial conditions but also to possible large-scale disruption.

~
Terms of engagement
Meta settlement can change the way social media works
The tem]s ofthesettlementinwhat is bemgreferred toasthe “Metachild addiction
case” ds that may trigger bsssocial media. A coalition
of the attorneys general of 48 states plus the District of Columbia and three United
States (US) territories had taken Meta to court, accusing the social-media giant of
knowmgly harming young users. They referenced information in internal Meta
alleging Facebookand iltto keep

They also claimed Meta misled the public about the harm, and collected minors
datawithout parental consent. When the case came up in a Federal Court in Oak-
land, California, Meta negotiated a settlement, without admitting guilt. The court
approved the settlement in which Meta may pay up to $18 billion. It will pay $11.7
billion to US states in 10 annual instalments.

Therestofthe paymentisconditional. M d toimplementmany changes
to protect teens. It will pay a further $5.3 billion only if TikTok, YouTube, and others
agreetosimilarchanges. Itislikely other platforms will agree tosuch changestoavoid
copycat lawsuits. And that is why this settlement could end up changing how social
mediaworks. Allusersmustbe age-checked within 12 months. Anindependentaudi-
tor must ensure no more than 10 per cent of 16-17-year-olds, and no more than 3 per
centof13-15-year-olds are wrongly classified asadults, Parentsare tobe notified when
ateen first messages an adult and if a teen searches for terms related to self-harm.
Teenusers (aged 13-17) will face atwo-hourdaily cap on the use of Facebook and Insta-
gram combined. There will be enforced breaks at 60 minutes, and 90 minutes. Access
will be blocked from midnight to 6 am. Notifications will be muted between 10 pm
and 7am, and during school hours. A parent can change these defaults.

Autoplay for content will be turned off by defauit. “Like” counts will be hidden by
default, and access to “cosmetic procedure filters” and extreme makeover filters will
beblocked. Teens willbe oﬂ"ered achoiceof feeds with postsshnwn inchronological
order, ratherthan those beis t Thed: prevent
addiction. The blocks on extreme filters and on “like” countsare because seeing “air-
brushed” perfect portraits of peers, and receiving low likes, can trigger depression in

I« Blocksduringschool parental supervision could beconsidered
common sense. The most important change will be offering the choice of non-algo-
rithmic feeds. Social media is about engagement. The longer a platform keeps auser
scrolling, the better it can monetise that presence. AU the business models are built
around 1t. Hence, algorithmstry to Whethercon-
tent is “clickbait” (catchy misleading headers) or “ragebait” (designed to make the
user angry), the bait is designed to engage users. And, “engagement” may equal
“addiction”, especially where young people are concerned.

IfMeta is forced to abandon the engagement-algorithm for its most committed
users, and if other platforms follow suit, the industry will undergo a tectonic shift.
‘Teen-usage of social media is a hot-button issue everywhere. France and Australia
have attempted to force minors off through legislation but without asking for design
changes. This settlement allows minors to access social media, and will force the
industry to find new ways to generate revenue.

Round number skirmishes

A familiar script plays out regularly with the

g()\'emment fighting rupee depreciation

In India’s currency policy, an odd significance is
attached to round numbers. Policymakers resist the
market when faced with multiples of 10. The exchange
rateis a price determined by the actions of

ILLUSTRATION: AJAYA MOHANTY

possibility that the US Federal Reserve will raise rates

economic agents. But near each round number, the
government tries to prevent depreciation, and a fam-
iliar script plays out.

The rupee gets more dwell time near the round
number, held up with much huffing and puffing by
the authorities. Many distortions are imposed upon
the economy. The smart money knows
that the market will win. There is ample
time in which largespeculative positions
are built. The costs associated with the
rupee defence pile up. Eventually, the
government yields ground. The rupee L4
surges past the round number. Specula-
tors break out the champagne.

How do we assess the macroecon-
omic fundamentals around the present
skirmish? In the domestic economy, the
pace of investment is cautious. The cur-
rent-account balance is the gap between

domestic investment and domestic sav- - AJAY SHAH

SNAKES &
LADDERS

The Ministry of Finance will choose how much it is
willing to spend in exchange for this round number.

Thesize of the economy reshapes the size of specu-
lative pressures. The dollar-rupee market is not
limited to financial firms. It involves everyone
engaged in international activities. As the next round
number approaches, a large array of clever people
reshape their ordinary imports, exports, and capital-
account activiti iation.
For example, a family obtaining remittances would
hold its breath at Y96, wait till ¥106, and earn a profit
of %10 a dollar. Importers will boost their inventories,
and exporters will delay bringing their dollar earnings
home. Those who can will send money outat¥96 and
turn a profit by bringing it back at ¥106. As the profit
opportunity ripens, more ordinary people will take
detourstodoalittle currency speculation on the side.

With $2.8 trillion of gross inflows a year, a small shift
in such leads and lags makes a difference to the

whlch ith
ities. The cost of de

goes up, which increases the odds of policymakers dis-
mantling’ theu' bamcade at Lmsmund number.

Tl tant thei
fiscal cost. Financial development in Indiais retarded
by hostile policy actions in each round-number skir-
mish. The Indian state defends the rupee by harming
Indian finance. Position limits are reduced Capxtal

pressure

furtherto fightinflation.
Financial markets operate o relative pnces Capi-
illi talflo ased onthedi yield controlsareti
andth changein alues. Whenthe tosupp

US interest rate is higher, Indian assets must become
cheaper to justify foreign ownexshlp An exchanoe-

trading volumes. Liquidity in the onshore
currency derivatives market is squeezed.
These actions increase the cost of doing business

iation ist] gh whi ..(he
market economy achieves this equilibrium.

Alotis made of the Foreign Currency Non-Resident
(Bank) war chest. The proposition is that
achunk of foreign money will appear in
India, be purchased by the central bank,

j become ammunition for future currency
] trading, and postpone rupee depreci-
ation fora few months. The numbers are
less impressive than they seem.

India is now a big country. Gross
inflows on the current account are at $1.1
trillion a year. On the capital account,
those are $1.7trillion a year. Put together,
we are getting inflows and outflows of
about $2.8 trillion a year or about $11 bil-
lion a day. A comparison against condi-

ings. Because domestic i
weak, the current-account deficit is modest InIndia
there is no large financing problem that needs to be
solved by capital inflows. Thissituation gives comfort
forastrong-rupee policy.

Global conditions point in a different direction. A
problem is brewing in the United States (US) macro-
economic environment because of interest-rate
increases, The 10-year rate in the US has risen from 4
percentin Marchto4.7 percent today. Thit

tions in the 2013-14 currency defence is
instructive. At that time, gross inflows were $0.55 tril-
lion and $0.52 trillion on the current and capital
accounts, respectively, i.e. $4.3 billion a day. Today’s
Indiais2.6 imesbigger.

The FCNR (B) stratagem relies on using public
money to defend the rupee. The state subsidises for-
eign borrowing to attract dollars. This tool requires
large-scale borrowing to make a material difference
againsta flow of $11billionaday. Acom-

in India. currency risk becomes more
expensive. When onshore markets are restricted,
price discovery shifts to offshore rupee markets in
derivatives. The local financial industry loses busi-
ness and local users find ways to get their orders into
the overseas market. The institutional capability of
[he Lndlan financial system takes a s[ep backward.
arket d

input for Indian economic nxowth — 1s sacrificed in
return for a round number.

Threefactors now point in favour of higher interest
rates in India. The first i is 1nnanonary pressures in
Indiaafterthe globaloil- hichcalls for
anorthodoxinflation-targeting response. The second
isthe present round number skirmish: Higher interest
rates help defend the rupee. The third is higher rates
inthe US. When the authorities have an exchange-rate
objective, there is “exchange-rate dominance”, they
obey the US Fed, and they cede their autonomy to
pursue the monetary policy that India requires.

This skirmish will end, as all these skirmishes do.
Itwould be good to add one last line in the script. Once
the round number is breached, policymakers must
reverse all the harm done to financial development
during the skirmish.

The writerisaresearcher at XKDR Forum

India’s R&D inflection moment

The Department of Science and Technology just
released figures showing India’s research & develop-
ment (R&D) investment crossed 0.84 per cent of gross
domestic product (GDP) in 2023-24, an all-time high
that’s projected to go up further. R&D intensity had
been stuck between 0.6 per cent and 0.7 per cent of
GDP for nearly a decade, and the latest figures mark a
real break from the past. Buried inside that headline
number is another shift deserving equal attention:
The private sector’s share rose from 32 per cent in
2020-21to45 per cent injust three years.

For most of independent India’s history, research
hasbeenagovemmen[ affair. A private sector growing

indicates an economy ingin confi-
dence andindustry beginningto bet
seriously onitsownideas. That mile-
stone deserves recognition. So does
the distance still to travel.

Since 1990, only 34 middle-
income economies have reached
high-income status; 108 remain
stuck. Among economies that made
theleap without the windfallof oil or
minerals — Japan, South Korea,
‘Taiwan, and others — the pattern is
the same. Each invested heavily in
research when its incomes were
around where India’s is today, and
each accelerated that investment as growth com-
pounded. The countries that didn't — Brazil, South
Aftica, and Thailand — are still stuck in the middle-
income trap decades later.

R&D intensity is not a byproduct of reaching the
frontier. Itis how you get there.

One comparison matters most. In 2007, China’s
GDP per capitawas $2,700 — very close towhere India
stands today — but its R&D intensity was nearly
double of India’s at 1.49 per cent of GDP. Between 2007
and 2024 China’s GDP grew 5.5 times, but its private-
sector R&D grew more than 10 times. Industry was
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investing ahead of growth even as it contributed to
growth — which transformed China into the tech
superpower itis today.

India’s Viksit Bharat ambition, therefore, is at a
pivotal moment: When a middle-income economy
either invests its way to the frontier, or settles into the
slow lane. To realise that ambition, India needs to
reach 2 per cent of GDP in R&D by 2035, with industry
providing 70 percent of that. And along the way, there
isameaningful milestone for2030: 1.3 per centof GDP,
with corporate share rising to at least 60 per cent.

The government has begun moving — the Anu-
sandhan National Research Fund (ANRF) and
Research, Development and Innovation Fund (RDIF)
exist to absorb early-stage research
riskand give industry catalytic capi-
tal to build on. That is a good start,
not a finish line. Three things need
to follow.

Spend more. Government R&D
expenditureneedstoreachatleast0.5
percentof GDPby2030,0nthe wayto
0.6 percent by 2035 — areal increase
from roughly 0.4 per cent today.

Fund the right things, in the
right way. Three agencies — the
Defence Research & Development
Organisation (DRDO), Department
of Space (DOS), and Department of Atomic Energy
(DAE) — account for over 60 per cent of central scien-
tific spending, most of it circulating inside their own
labs. Higher education, the seedbed of foundat.mnal
research that yapE
streamand pipeline, ivesjusti2.6

matched private capital, and a serious translational
layer between lab-scale research and market-ready
product. Budgetary allocation to higher education
institutes needs to increase to15-20 percent.

Create the conditions for industry to take risk.
Policy has moved in the wrong direction on industry-
facing instruments: The weighted deduction for R&D
spend was rolled back in 2016, the goods and services
tax treatment of R&D inputs remains punitive, and
intellectual-property ownership for research con-
ducted with public funds has no clear framework. The
fix: Pair research-linked incentives with advance
marketce i that pre- it it
ment for products meeting performance milestones.

Indian industry is reaching genuine scale, new
trade agreements are opening up global markets, and
tariff barriers are coming down — which means com-
peting at the global frontier, for which industry will
have to innovate and back risky ideas.

A small number of firms already show what is
possible. Glenmark made a sustained $1 billion com-
mitment over a decade to a single proprietary anti-
body platform. That produced ISB 2001, an antibody
for treating advanced blood cancers, licensed to
AbbViein 2025 forupto$1.9 billion. Skyroot Aerospace
built its own rocket propulsion technology from
scratch; its Vikram-1 became the first privately devel-
oped Indian rocket to reach orbit, making India only
the third country with private orbital launch capabil-
ity. The company is now valued at over $1.1 billion.

The playbook exists. Industry now needs to
decide whether to use it. India’s Viksit Bharat hopes
rest on both the amount and manner of its R&D

per cent of India’s R&D spend. Government funding
needs to flow to independent researchers, startups,
and firms; and focus on critical sectors, as the DRDO's
iDEX demonstrates. The vehicle should be fewer,
larger, longer-horizon, technology capability-focused

, with the private sector doing much
more of the heavy lifting even as government policy
and the public sector do their bit.

The writers are, respectively, founder-chairperson
and senior program lead (strategy and investments),
TheC Foundation

national missions rather than with

The unmaking of the nation state

nation-state itself —c;

border, unaccountable to any

the first genuinely new geo-
political actors since the

TOSS-

international order. It appears
inthese pages chiefly asan
Ob}ECl of British exploitation,

great-power competition itself. Compute,
chips, and the infrastructure race now
shaping US-Chinarivalry — axguablyas

alisa- tothe natic

BOOK
REVIEW

SHYAM SARAN

The central argument in Rana Das-
gupta’s After Nations is that the most
familiar contemporary political form, the
nation state, is a historical contingency
that emerged from an extended period of
violent contestation among European
countries in the medieval period. The

ithshiarninsioh

how these origin

chiefly tojustify the Dutch East India
Company' ions at sea. Mr Das-

ourworld desplte the formal equalny of
nations. Beneath the thin veneer of the

gupta locates its 19th century elabora-
tion in the work of Scottish jurist James
Lorimer, whose 1883 tripartite division of

liberal world order, the older hierarchies
contil A of
historical streams shaped our contem-
porary landscape of nation states.

The book uses an analytical frame-
work of four categories or “immortal”
ideas through which particular states
bound citizens to something larger than
themselves:Theology in medieval
France, property and capital in England,
law in the United States, and the control
of nature, in particular water, in China.
Each force built the modem state, which
has adapted and endured since itscon-

onstruct each
state enjoying a monopoly of coercive
power within its own clearly defined ter-
ritorial limits. But this relative peace in
Europe was bought with the transference
of violence to the European periphery, to
the colonies. The industrial revolution
rode onthebacksof cruel itation of

tingent Itis Mr Dasgupta’s
view that the order based on nation
states is now fragmenting.

One of the most perceptive chapters
inthe bookrelates tointernational law.
Thisdid notevolve from a disinterested

into “civilised”, “barbarian”,
and "savage” categories formally graded
sovereign rightsby race — a hierarchy
the author reads as the deep structure

electorate, and structurally

beneath the2oth century’s

universal legal order. Liberalism, in this
sense, was never the impartial doctrine
it claimed to be. The Wealth of Nations
and the American Declaration of Inde-
pendence, published four months apart
in 1776, mark for Mr Dasgupta the same
ideological event: The liberation of capi-
tal and property from monarchical
restraint, dressed in the language of
individual freedom. Post-1989, he
argues, this reinterpretation completed
itself — liberty came to mean the free-
dom of capital rather than of citizens,
and cmzenshxp itself becamea purchas-

search for universal pri to
ial expedience. The 16th

Liberalism
atits birth was racially bound. Mr Das-

century Dutch lawyer, Hugo Grotius
who s celebrated asits founder, wrote

from golden visas to off-
shore entities.
Mr Dasgupta’s striking contemporary

"\\_ j e .
= et ing the dei
s A;‘El tion of its textile economy,

analogous to the East India NAT m" i rather than asa political actor
Company’s private exercise of spes 8 withitsownjuridical and con-
sovereign power. Against this o :_'; stitutional inheritance. The
hesets China, organised not RSSand Hindutvasurface only
around religion, capital, or law RANA asone symptom of aglobal
butaround the management PASOURTA theocratic backlash toglobal-
of nature: A hydraulic civilisa- After Nations: The isation. India did inherit the
tionwhose rivers determined  Malingand Unmaking ~ Colonial institutional and legal
imperial legiti (theloss  of aWorld Order apparatus that Mr Dasgupta
of the “Mandate of Heaven” by Rana Dasgupta indicts. But he fails to consider

was, historically, a verdicton
‘water management), and
whose claim to tianxia — uni-
versal moral authority — sits
uneasily with the Westpha-
lian nation state. This “hydraulic
empire” thesis derives from Karl Wittfo-
gel’s1957 Oriental Despotism, which
linked the appearance of centralised
states in China, Mesopotamia, and
Mexico tolarge-scale irrigation projects
on their rivers. Mr Dasgupta’s reading of
China may fall neatly into his analytical
construct but flattens a much more tur-
bulentand complex historical reallty

Published by Penguin
496 pages 3999

how this legacy waslayered
toward universal suffrage Iand
reformand

ority asany of Mr Dasgupta’s four histori-
cal forces — golargely unaddressed.

The conclusion, some 30 pages after
400 of diagnosis, is correspondingly
modest. Mr Dasgupta rejects both world
governmentand the libertarian “net-
work state”, calling instead for citizen-
ship, law, money, and religion
reimagined at planetary rather than
national scale, grounded in ecological
responsibility and what he calls conviv-
iality. Its shape remains vague and amor-
phous, asitmust. After Nations is atits

bestdi ing how the current order

athomeand unusual activism
externally through the Non-
Ahgned Movementand through the
institutions and
which provided, foratime, the scaffold-
ingofthe post-Second World War inter-
national order. Russia fares still worse: A
country that has worked actively todis-
mantle t, is missing in a book substan-
tially about that order’s unmaking.
Artificial intelligence figuresasa
dmer of| geopohncd] shiftsbutmorein

private capi-

India does not merit i

claim is that tech mega-

tional i and itscontribution to the

wasbuilt toserve narrow interests
dressed as universal principle; it is con-
siderably less certain in imagining what
could actually replace it.

Despite these limitations, the book
is magisterial in scope and full of pen-
etrating insights. Its treatment of the
evolution of international law whose
expedient origins persist in carefully
constructed universalist pretensions
isits greatest strength and bears
careful reading.

talrather than as a force

isaformer i ry
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Right prescription

Public needs full information on drugs recalls

rugmaker Sun Pharma’s “voluntary
withdrawal” of 11 eye drop brands has

3
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recall process. Drug companies and the drug
regulatory system, it would seem, are not transparent
enough. This marks a stark contrast to how drug
companies inform on recalls in markets like the US,
for example.

OTHER

Rules under India’s Drugs and Cosmetics
Act (1940) outline the process to recall
medicines and devices — be it voluntary or
mandated by the State or Central drug
regulatory authority. These are spelt out
under para 7 of Good Manufacturing
Practices for Pharmaceutical Products.
Companies are required to keep both
authorities informed if they are withdrawing
aproduct from the market for reasons
varying from mislabelling to contamination
or other quality reasons, for example, and
theyare required to keep details of the
returned inventory, among other things. In
the latest eye drops recall, the company and
regulator have fallen short in informing
consumers through a public alert, or
communication.

In June, opthalmologists had flagged
possible contamination ina branded eye
drop, and in July, Sun Pharma alerted
business partners on its voluntary withdrawal
of 11 eye drop labels. No details were shared
publicly on the reason for withdrawal, the
batch numbers of withdrawn products, or the
manufacturing facility where the product was
made, for example. A listed company, Sun did
not inform the stock exchanges. In fact, some
retailers and regulatory officials seemed to be
unaware of the eye drop recall, raising
concerns that consumers may have used
these products. Contrast this with reports on
the recall of an epilepsy product by the same
company, around the same time, but in the
US. Details are available on the recall, the
nature/classification of recall, the number of
bottles recalled down to the lot numbers.
While the company has done the right thing
involuntarily withdrawing a product in India,
it should have gone further toalert the public
aswell.

Central and State drug regulators have
started issuing public alerts on products that
are not fit for consumption. This process
needs to be implemented with greater intent
for recalled products, as a standard operating
procedure — irrespective of the product’s
“criticality”. For companies to claim they
have alerted distributors and may not have
visibility on the last mile is no argument. The
company and the drug regulator should
ensure the supply chain and the public are
prevented from using the faulty product. The
Centre has called for all supply chain entities
to be digitally connected - so companies and
regulators can track products and inform the
network of distributors, stockists and
retailers, in minutes. Consumers can be
informed of recalls through instant
messaging — a process used by aviation and
food delivery companies. The rules must be
re-examined, if necessary to clearly spell out
the responsibilities of producers with respect
torecall, and the punitive consequences of
lapses in this regard.

VOICES.

Gl'}‘alllredian

Labour should curb the power of bigmoney
Onthe campaign trail in Makerfield, Andy Burnham told a democracy activist
that he favoureda political donations cap of around £500,000 and wanted it

reduced over time. Hi

that would

move in precisely that direction. Mr Burnham was ngm inMay, He is wrong
now.Itis difficult to argue that resmmnga single personto giving halfamillion

poundsayear toa

Suchacapwould

only affect the mega-rich. Reducmgthe capwould force parties towean
themselves off the present regime that allows the rich too much say. There are
two contraarguments swillingaround Labour. The first is that there should be
room for wealthy, progressive donors - whose cash helps rebut claims that
Labour isin the pocket of the trade unions. tonoow aueust 28
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TCA SRINIVASA RAGHAVAN

veryone wants a reform of
our education system but,
believe me, no one knows
what form or forms it should
take. Government
committees, real experts, self-styled
experts, teachers, managers, students,
no one, absolutely no one, has any useful
idea that canactually change something
without damaging something else.
Hobby horses, therefore, become
prescriptions because there’s no
analytical framework to hangitall on.

There is also the homogeneity
assumption that education means the
same thing to everyone. It doesn’t,
because what if I prefer to be
uneducated and rich, rather than
educated and poor?

The main problem is that education
isn’t seen through the lens of economics.
Instead, it’s seen as something desirable
in itself quite apart from its utility.

Also, no one s able to define
education. Isitliteracy and numeracy or
isit something more? If so, what and
how much is that more?

Ifit’s only literacy and numeracy,
what can you actually reform? Given
that education is all about value addition
to a human, no different from, say,
cooking when something raw is
converted into something edible, and
given further that maximum value
addition happens with the ability to
read, write and do some basic
arithmetic, reform means nothing,
absolutely nothing. It's just a grievance.
Afterall, there's only one way toteacha
person how to read, write and count.

And there lies a very large economic
question: if value addition toa human
after primary school starts to diminish
—and it does — how is the cost-benefit
analysis of education to be done?

INPUT, OUTPUT, COSTS

As is usual in economics, it's important
to look at education as an activity that
involves two factors of production,
labour and capital. Those who keep
talking about reforming education never
frame reform like this.

But they need to see that educationis
both labour and capital intensive. You
need lots of bothat all levels. And, while
labour intensity remains more-or-less
constant as you go up the ladder, capital
intensity increases.

It’s also an industry characterised by
what economics calls ‘constant returns
toscale’. This means that if you double
or triple or quadruple the number of
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Economics and
education reform

Everyone talks of reform without any analytical framework

faculty (labour) and facilities (capital),
the output of value added humans will
also double or triple or quadruple.

Economics also tells us that because
of this feature, the long-run average cost
of production remains the same. That
makes scaling easier and possible. That’s
why it’s so easy to educate hundreds of
millions of people quickly.

However, there’s a problem: value
addition at each level keeps coming
down. In other words, if you expand the
output of education, you will spend a lot
of money but get less per unit of money
spent. | have never heard anyone talk
about this aspect.

How can this be, you will ask, when
doctors, engineers, scientists, etcare
being produced? But think: without the
ability to read, write and do sums, you

If value addition to a
human after primary
school starts to diminish
— and it does — how is
the cost-benefit analysis of
education to be done?

can’t produce doctors, engineers,
scientists etc. Value addition is
maximum at that lowest level.

So we shouldn’t confuse what is
valuable with value-added. The utility
derived froma doctor is very highbut it’s
still not as much as it was when he or she
became literate and numerate. Itis like
going from 0to 1and from 1to 1.7.

SO WHAT’S REFORM?

Since noone knows what the
comparative utilities are, no one also
knows where to start. It's easy to say
‘improve the system'. But what exactly
does that mean? More labour or more
capital or more of both? And at what
level?

‘This labour-capital problem hasn't
been solved by any country, including
the developed ones, at any level. But the
more successful ones, in order to keep
the capital requirements manageable —
largely in Europe — have focused on
controlling the supply of students rather
than the supply of educational
institutions.

Thus, onlya small fraction of school
leavers, around 20 per cent, are found
eligible for college. The rest get skilled.

It’sadraconian system but mind you,
these are fully democratic countries like
Germany, Switzerland, Austria etc. All of
them fervently believe in equal
opportunities.

There are two other problems. One,
the demand for education is a derived
demand. It does not exist for its own
sake because it involves opportunity
COSts.

The time spent in learning must
eventually translate into a stream of
income. Otherwise, it’sa waste of time
and money.

Two, there is the capital stock
problem. Just as all old machines aren’t
capital, all knowledge isn’t capital.
Replacement costs money and someone
has to decide which stock to replace and
with what. This has adirect bearing on
syllabus changes.

It’s possible to go on in this vein but
suffice it to say the best way to ‘reform’
the education system s to keep its
economics at the forefront rather than
woolly and ill-defined objectives that
work at cross purposes. Or don't
confuse a skill, which is what reading,
writing and arithmetic are, with
intellectual attainments,

Nepal floods: lessons in managing Himalayan rivers

Conventional flood-risk assessments may no longer capture the risks facing mountain communities and downstream infra

—
Priyanka Vadrevu

Nepal’s Rasuwa district and the

Nepal-Tibet border on August 26
offer a sobering reminder of how rapidly
ahigh-altitude hazard can become a
downstream disaster. What unfolded
was not simply a conventional
rainfall-induced flood, but a complex
chain involving the cryosphere, unstable
mountain terrain, river blockage and
sudden release of stored water.
Preliminary assessments indicate that
anice-rock avalanche associated with a
glacier collapse in Tibet entered the
Lhende Khola, temporarily obstructing
the river.

‘Water accumulated behind the
blockage before the natural barrier
failed, sending a powerful surge of water,
ice, rock and sediment downstream into
Nepal’s Bhotekoshi river system. The
event destroyed bridges, roads, houses
and other infrastructure, causing
significant loss of lives and leaving many
people missing. The significance of this
event extends well beyond Rasuwa. It
demonstrates how interconnected
Himalayan hazards are becoming —and
why conventional flood-risk

may no longer
capture the risks facing mountain
communities and downstream
infrastructure.

T he catastrophic floods that struck

GLACIER TO RIVER HAZARD
Himalayan river flows are governed by
the interaction of monsoon rainfall,

snowmelt, glacier melt and
groundwater.

Climate change is altering these
components at different rates,
increasing uncertainty in the timing and
magnitude of runoff. Glacier retreatis
particularly important. As ice masses
lose volume, meltwater contributions
can initially increase before declining as
available glacier storage diminishes.
Changes in snowfall further modify
seasonal runoff.

Aglacier or ice-rock collapse can
rapidly transform intoa river
catastrophe when debris blocks a
channel and creates a temporary natural
reservoir. Failure of that blockage can
release water suddenly, carrying
enormous quantities of sediment and
boulders downstream. Unlike a
conventional rainfall flood, such an
event may originate far upstream,
develop with little warning and occur
without intense rainfall at the location
where destruction takes place.

The Himalayan risk landscape is
increasingly characterised by interacting
hazards rather than isolated events. A
warming environment can influence
glacier stability, snow conditions and
high-altitude terrain, while intense
precipitation can increase runoff and
slope instability.

The resulting chain can b

NEPAL FLOODS. Himalayan tragedy er

event can become a major disaster far
downstream. This calls for a shift from
managing “floods”, “landslides” and
“glacier hazards” independently
towards multi-hazard, basin-scale risk
management. The answer cannot be
another isolated infrastructure project.
Avresilient approach needs to be adopted
and this could include:

(i) High-altitude hazard surveillance:
Continuous satellite and ground-based
monitoring of glaciers, unstable slopes,
snow cover and glacial/debris lakes.

corridors need warnings that translate
directly into clear evacuation decisions.

(V) Climate-resilient infrastructure

dards: Roads, bridges, hyd
facilities and settlements should be
designed using forward-looking hazard
assessments rather than historical
averagesalone.

(vi) Transboundary data cooperation:
Himalayan hazards cross borders;
early-warning information must do the
same.

(vii) Basin-scale risk planning: Flood,
drought, hydropower, agriculture, urban
water supply and ecosystem
management should be considered
within the same river-basin framework.

The tragedy in Nepal isa warning
about a Himalayan system in transition.

In India, Ganga, Brahmaputra and
their tributaries link high-altitude
cryospheric changes with densely
populated plains, critical infrastructure
and major agricultural and economic
activity.

India therefore needsto strengthen
cryosphere monitoring, real-time
hyd.rological intelligence, multi-hazard
early warning and climate-resilient

(if) Real- tmwbmn it

e plannin,

ryospheric, g
seismicand h\drologmal datainto
commnn operauonal platforms.

simply: cryospheric change — ice/rock
failure -- river blockage - temporary
storage — sudden release — debris-laden
flood -- downstream infrastructure
failure. The significance lies in the
amplification. Alocalised high-altitude

ti-hazard early warning:
ing systems must detect not only
ramfall floods butalso GLOFs, ice-rock
landslide dams and sudden

Particular al‘t’ennonihould be given
to identifying upstream hazards, rather
than assessing flood risk only at
individual locations. Stronger
information-sharing with Himalayan
countries would improve lead times and

4

dam-break-type surges.
(iv) Downstream evacuation protocols:
Communities in vulnerable river

prep

‘The writer is National President - Ecological &
Economic Resilience Council, WICCI
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P P 8!
In response to the evident need for a mare just and equitable global governance
system, President Xi Jinping put forward the Global Governance Initiative at last
year's “Shanghai Cooperation Organization Plus”Meeting in Tianjin. The theme of
this year’s SCO Summit in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan — *Together Toward Sustainable
Peace, Development and Prosperity” — and its agenda highlight that the
organization can help put the GGl into practice. Xi is attending the SCO Summit
2026 and paying state visits to Kyrgyzstan and Egypt from Sunday to Thursday. The:
SCO'sthriving development over the past 25 years demonstrates the appeal of a
new type of relations based on d cooperati i
than unilateralism and bloc confrontation. seumes suGustso

SUGAR. Causing controversies

the commodity’s soaring prices.
However, at least a couple of senior
industry leaders amang
manufacturers have criticised
blaming the traders. “How can you
accuse your own customers?”
remarked a senior leader.

On the other hand, asenior trader
wondered why the government has
not even issued a show-cause notice
toany sugar mill, while targeting
traders. Even as the government’s

The surge In sugar prices has created
adivide between manufacturersand

fingersat the
manuv'acwrcrs but traders are
puzzled at the inaction.

traders. The s seemto

be pinning the blame on traders for

The Case of E20 fuel has turned into

ahigh-octane drama where
everyone s trying to pump up
public confidence, but the
underlying tension is proving hard
totank.

Atthe recent BPCL press
conference, things got a bit too
“refined”. Chairman Sanjay Khanna
found his words heavily diluted after
telling journalists that rolling back
the supply chain from E20to E10
would face ‘no major logistical
hurdles’if policies shifted.

The mediaimmediately stepped on
the gas, reportingitas an impending
fuel rollback:

Realising the narrative was veering

dangerously off-course, BPCL
quickly issued a clarification to put
the brakes on the rumours, stating
firmly that there s absolutely no
proposal to switch back to E10,
The company reiterated that after

transition is making everyone, from
drivers to executives, to feel the heat!
Meme wars

The BJP has started a virtual war
against ‘Dimagi Naals’, by posting
violent clips on social media from

three year
£20 hasn't caused any engine
damage. Instead, it turned the
narrative towards reduction in
pollution, rural wealth boost, and
foreign exchange savings. For now,
the government is holding firm on
its green mandate, leaving oil PSUs
to carefully manage the public
relations part.

Instead of asmooth ride, the £20

f vehicles,

llywood and Indian cinema and
web series — KGF, Mirzapur, RRR and
Spartacus.

The KGF post, in particular, has drawn
sharp criticism, with critics saying
political opponents were being
portrayed as targets of violence. A
retired officer has urged DGPs of all
States to take action against violence
beingincited through these posts
Our Bureaus
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Behind the curtains

The author’s stormy ties with Bollywood stars

BOOK REVIEW.
Naveen Chandra

ow do you walk the
H tightrope between flying

with a Bollywood star in
his private jet, spending many
nights at the actor’s house with
biryani and beer flowing,
attending the actor’s wedding and
then pen a negative review of the
actor’s film upon its release? How
doyou write a scoop with some
inside information about the star
and in the same breath, request
him for an interview for the
Sunday magazine?

Ask Khalid Mohamed. Having
burntall his bridges in the 30-odd
vears that he worked as a film
journalist, critic and reviewer, he
haswrittena tell-all book on the
love-hate relationship he has had
with Bollywood film stars.

The bitter sarcasm reflects all
through the book, beginning with
its title: Not Quite Family. In his
early days asa film reporter for
the Times of India, he developed a
rapport with stars like Dilip
Kumar, Amitabh Bachchan,
Sridevi and others and he was
welcomed as if he were part of
their family. The intense, shared
familiarity he shared with
everyone would suddenly turn
into ignominy, often
permanently, when he wrotean
unfavourable review of a film,
denied them an award, or spilled
news he wasn’t supposed to.

The longest chapter and the
most sympathetic pages in the
book are reserved for Smita Patil,
whom he called Smee
affectionately. He writes of her
solitary life, her clandestine
affairs, her angst at navigating the
industryalone, her distress when
people rated Shabana Azmias a
better actress even though she
won the National Award for
Bhuwnika and of her sudden, early
death. He says he felt it improper
toreport everything Smita Patil
would confess to him during their
long, nightly rides to Navy Nagar
orto Aarey Milk Colony.

KEEPING A DISTANCE

Two things are evident in the
book:a consistent bitter tone
when writingabout the
Bachchans that simmers under
the text and the memory of his
mother, which comes up every so
often. Ironically, after spending a
lifetime as an insider in the
industry, Khalid chooses to
distance himself from Boll d,

Title: Not Quite Family: An
Intimate Memoir of Bollywood
Author: Khalid Mohamed
Publisher: HarperCollins India
Price: 3599

soul-deadening. He names people
who are yet to pay him his fees for
writing or directing their films.

Khalid has always written well.
His reviews were a mix of
inventive word play and sharp,
acerbic opinions. He brings that
skill to the book. Sample this:
“Vaulted ambitions to write
seripts and direct films were
swimming in my chlorinated
head.”

Asthe editor, he wasaccused of
a Muslim bias whenever any of the
Khans won the Filmfare award.
Calling Shah Rukh an angel of
contradictions, Khalid is unsure
whether SRK means everything
he says. His close friendship with
the star ended when he reported
the news of his third child
through surrogacy before it
became public.

The book is full of Icarian
examples of his life in Mumbai’s
film world. Like being invited to
the pre-wedding celebrations at
anactor’s house and dancing the
nightaway, only to be spewed
with venom and receive no
invitation to the wedding a few
weeks later when he critiqued the
actor’s performance ina film.

Afilm journalist’s career is like
astorm tossed boat. Throughout
the book, Khalid expresses
bitterness about spendinga life
warming the cockles of Bollywood
only to be out in the cold now,
uninvited and unacknowledged.

Afew stars he worked with in
his films Fiza and Silsilay still stay
intouch. The kind of experiences
he cites would have broken
anyone, but to Khalid’s credit he
survived for 30 years. If you need
straight, no holds barred insider
stories of Bollywood, Khalid’s
book has plenty.

Y
saying that the film business isn’ v
hisworld as itis petty,
unprofessional,and

The reviewer runs91 Film Studios, that
producesand distributes feature fimsin
regional languages

thehindubusinessline.

TWENTY YEARS AGO TODAY.

August 31,2006

Defence: Govt to partner industry

The Defence Ministry on Wednesday announced a new procurement
procedure that would allow the Indian industry to participate in defence re
search, development and production. Under this new procedure, the
Government will partner with Indian industry for the development of defence
equipment and systems along with sharing of costs,

FLAG-VSNL dispute escalates

The dispute between FLAG Telecom, controlled by Mr Anil Ambani, and Videsh
Sanchar Nigam Ltd, owned by Mr Ratan Tata, has escalated, with talks between
the two on VSNL access charges hitting a wall. This has prompted FLAG to
re-appeal to the ICC International Tribunal against VSNL, seeking that the latter
come out with “reasonable and cost-based access charges.”

Ruia Group bids for entire Daewoo unit

The city-based Ruia Group, which took over Dunlop India recently, is the sole
bidder for the entire unit of Daewoo Motor's passenger car unit at Surajpur in
Uttar Pradesh. This puts the Ruia group above other bidders such as the Tatas,
Mahindras, and Ford who are keen on some assets of the auto-making unit.
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Turkey’s authoritarian turn

Suzy Hansen presents a gripping portrait of a crisis-ridden Turkey and its impact on the Middle East and the world beyond

BOOK REVIEW.

Atul K Thakur

ulitzer Prize finalist Suzy

Hansen in her book From Life

Itself- Turkey and Istanbul in

the Age of Erdogan presentsa

gripping portrait of a
crisis-ridden Turkey in the backdrop of a
global unravelling and deepening fault
lines.

Recep Tayyip Erdogan, who has been
ruling Turkey since 2003 (as Prime
Minister from 2003-14; and President
from 2014 after pushing through fora
major constitutional change fora
presidential system) has remade Turkey
inhis own image.

Thebook chronicles Turkey’s shift —
from once being a shining portal that
straddled the cultures of the East and
West to a place where its streets swarm
with narrow nationalistic fervour. The
book is all about this shift as well as the
global unravelling at large that is
keeping the world order unstable and
challenged.

Hansen’s search for truth about
modern Turkey is through a deep dive
into one single neighbourhood — the
Ottoman neighbourhood of

timriik. Through its inhabi
and their everyday lives, Hansen shows
how local conflicts are spirallinginto
regional and international crises,
deepening the grave fault lines now
fracturing Europe, Middle Eastand
West Asia in unprecedented ways.

AUTHORITARIAN IMPULSE

Her book offersa dazzling account of a
foundational civilizational nation that
once effectively bridged Europe and
Asia, serving as a historic crossroads for
human society, diverse cultures and
empires. Notably, Erdogan came to
power as a liberaliser with promises of

NEW READS.

greater social, political and economic
reforms. Once he succeeded i
ingraining his belief system at a mass
level with his “Justice and Development
Party (Adalet ve Kalkinma Partisi
(AKP)”, he cracked down on dissent and
following the expansion of his
presidential powers in 2018, he has been
regarded as authoritarian and unwilling
torelinquish power.

Cihan Tugal’s quote at the beginning
of the book’s Part-I11 says it all, “In the
early twentieth century, the main
political momentum was democracy. In
the late neo-liberal era, it is autocracy”.
On page-180, Hansen makes an
important point on the radical thinking
and action of Erdogan, “Now Istanbul
was also being transformed by
globalisation and global capital.
Erdogan’s obsession with remaking the
city was not only about money, though
that wasalot of it. It was about how
Erdogan envisioned awhole new
country. His conceptual framework for
eradicating Kemalism in Turkish society,
while still celebrating Turkishness,
Turkish Islam, and Turkey's Eastern
roots, involved an emphasis of the
Ottoman Empire, Turkey's Imperial
history, and its caliphate-like role as
guardian for the entire Arab Middle
East.”

Keeping her narrative rational and
free from any forced nostalgia, Hansen
says, “The idea that Turkey became
more authoritarian during his reign was
the flaw in the conventional narrative
about Erdogan. Autocracy always ran
through Turkey’s politics and state
structure, from Ottoman times to
Atatiirk’s one-party rule to the long
twentieth century of its military
interference. What Turkey’s experience
shows is that countries ostensibly
democratic have much deeper autocratic
or repressive underpinnings than they
like to acknowledge (Page 314).”

The book is majorly about Erdogan

FROM
LIFE
ITSELI
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Title: From Life Itself - Turkey and
Istanbul in the Age of Erdogan
Author: Suzy Hansen

Publisher: Hachette India

Price: 3599

© ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Suzy Hansen lived in Istanbul for
more than a decade, where she was a
contributing writer for The New York
Times Magazine and many other
publications, Her first book, Notes on
a Foreign Country, was a finalist for
the Pulitzer Prize in Nonfiction

and Turkey’s changed profile in the last
two decades, but it also deals with the
bitter truth of our time — howan
adulterated democratic culture can cast
its dark shadow over humanity.

In this shattered Middle Eas
Erdogan has situated Turkey ina ‘post
western’ position.

The book concludes with a query that
can haunt people in Turkey and beyond
its boundary: What happened to the

opposition during these long two
decades? Asareference document, a
report (The Crisis of Democracy: A
Trilateral Commission Report on
Governability; 1975) authored by Michel
Crozier, Samuel P Huntington and Joji
Watanuki, examined the challenges
faced by democratic governments in
North America, Western Europe and
Japan. The authors arguud that

ies face issues like
instability, declining public trust and the
overloading of government, requiring a
re-examination of basic premises to
ensure the viability of democratic
systems.

The report has high relevance in 2026
when the crisis of demoeracy is more or
less the same everywhere and witha
greater geographical spread.

Asapsychological concept but
undeniably with more frequent uses in
pure politics, “The Power Paradox’
remains an enigma and that should be
understood well as a functional
democracy finally rests on votes and
representation through popular will,

Hansen doesn’t miss the essence as
she offers a final few words on her book’s
last page: “By now, Erdogan’s pursuit of
some perceived loss of Turkish dignity
has curdled into bitterness and endless
retribution. Someday he will lose the
love he once inspired in people, and he
too will go, leaving behind for his people
a painful inheritance. He and his
loyalists never made peace with the
society or with the world. They never
made peace with themselves.”

Hansen has penned a daring book. It is
unputdownable and should be
long-remembered as a major work on
crisis-ridden Turkeyand the
crisis-ridden world at large. Thisisa
book that deserves tobe read and
debated widely.

The reviewer s apolicy professional, columnist and
author
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This book delivers an
the evidence-based
analysis this pivotal
moment demands

Short take
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This book shows how

data has always been
the seed of power: a
technology of control,
shaping civilizations
and upholding empires
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- This book presents a
lifestyle protocol that
can help people
become ‘architects of
their cognitive destiny’

Tukaram Mundhe and lessons on leadershjp

—
Aastha Tripathi

nacountrywhere bureaucracyis

restaurants or food safety. Itisabout
leadership.

Mundhe’s 25 transfers over 21 years
have not fundamentallyaltered the
b i i iated with

4

automaticallyright. Strong

muststill operate within, due proccss.

proportionalityand institutional checks.
One ot the most importantattributes

Institutions cannotd,

exccptmnalmdmdua]s forever. Iffood

safetyimproves onlybecause of one

particular officer, the deeper governance
bl i 4

oﬁenassociatcdwithﬁles. of ytoact p
dinstitutionalinertia,  hi g empk rules, accordmgtmme's msuruuonal purpme Mundhe’s campaign offers
Tukaram Mundhe h ace ability ion. even 1gsocarries p pportunity toimprove.
unusual reputation: thatofan officerwho Modern leadership di ften P I costs. Inspections, licensing, laboratory
walks y dmakesitmove. pathy, collaboration, Mundhe 's career demonstratesthe capacity, enfor cemen(protocols,

h s FDAC psychological yand participation. ot rofdolngso ¥ q yand cit porting must
‘Tukaram Mundhe and his teams have Theseareimpor Butleadershi transfersh ‘becomeinstitutional pabili
conducted thousands of inspections of cannotbe reduced toconsensus. synonymous with his publicimage. Yet However, empathy without
food businessesacross Mumbaiand Mundhe’scurrent food-safety perhapsthe moreunpomntqummms il ; indul,

ra, including promi ignillust distinction. A notwhyanofficer g dbut  Authoritywi hics can b
restaurants, large chains, streetvendors regulator is notapy d whether insti can create coercion. Butwhen purpose, integrity
andinstitutional kitchens, unuwermg thesatisfaction of those being regulated. i inwhich principled d bility ge, leadership
hygiene violati The fund p ilityisto doesnot -areer canb quential
1|censmg|rregulannes Butthemore protect publicinterest. hablhtv Thereis, however,adangerin

interesting story is not about raids,

Thatdoes not make everyaction

turning Mundhe intoa superhero.

‘Thewriteris Assistant Professor at TISS, Mumbai

© BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2725

EASY

NOT SO EASY

ACROSS

01, He lit gas lights

inthe street (11)

08, Furniture-destroying pest (8)
09. Happy, pleased (4)

10. Glass bar triangular

in section (5)

13. A hefty volume (4)

16. Back of shoe (4)

17. Become limp, lose energy (4)
18. In the midst of (4)

20, Cry of snipe

when flushed (5)

24, Yorkshire dog (4)

25. Right-hand man (8)

26. Tape fastening kitchen
garment (5-6)

DOWN

02. Frenzied, wild (4)

03. Physical or mental strength (5)
04, Japanese boxes worn

with traditional dress (5)

05. Close-fitting (5)

06. People in love with each other (11)
07. Proclaiming publicly (11)

11. Metal golf clubs (5)

12 Mediterranean island (5)

14. Inshort, an appreciation

after death (4)

15. Persian fairy (4)

19. Cheerless, gloomy (5)

21. Salad plant (5)

22. A harness-racing horse (5)

23. Portent, sign (4)

ACROSS

01. The light was not as heavy as the fellow

who got it going (11)

08. It has a boring time, surrounded by furniture (8)
09. Happy the eye one gives a pretty face! (4)

10. Shaped piece of glass, sir, put back

in the afternoon (5)

13. My book indicates who to return it to if borrowed (4)
16. One comes obediently to such a cad (4)

17. Will you be old, and fade too? (4)

18. Is surrounded by a thousand in assistance (4)

20, Paces about after land for a country scene (5)
24, The party keeps this wretched creature inside (4)
25, Bird going to church to provide

crew for asidekick (8)

26. One of two one is tied to under

female domination (5-6)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2724

ACROSS 1. Patience 4. Tsar 8. Roo 9. Judge 10. Can 11. Dingbat 12. Allow 13. Calling card 17. Beret 18, Bloater 20. Use 21. Oracy 22. Woe 23. Dish 24. Corporal
DOWN 1. Parody 2. Thorn 3, Cadet S. Secular 6. Renown 7. Melancholy 9. Jubilation 14. Airless 15. Absurd 16. Ordeal 18. Bravo 19. Tower

DOWN

02. Before midday it is all right to be in a frenzy (4)

03. The might of the electricity supply (5)

04, Japanese medicine-boxes made from 11 Down (5)
05. Is tipsy, and that's mean (5)

06. They love taking card from a suit

in confectionery (11)

07. Id invest rag such as this for giving one a puff (11)
11. In which one was clapped for one’s bad
performance (5)

12. Half-animal, the Terriers from this island (5)

14. Short appraisal that follows one’s departure (4)

15. Beautiful fairy going around as a prefix (4)

19. Dull the listener that follows the doctor (5)

21. Loving gesture lacks a plant to put in salad (5)

22, He will caper about but keep step with a runner (5)
23, Sign a thousand in one version of it (4)

MNDNOE
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{ OUR TAKE }

Blind to toxicity
in relationships

Society normalising the power imbalance
between men and women contributes to
gender-based violence in the country

he fact that the Delhi police has found texts

that pointed to a “toxic relationship” between

2l-year-old Muskan, and 28-year-old Imran

who is accused of murdering her on August
26, is a crucial detail of the investigation that must
make us sit up and take notice — not because it offers
the rest of us a salacious bit of information about a
private relationship between two adults, but because
of how easily we accept the fact of its existence in a
relationship between two adults.

What exactly happened on the day of the crime,
when the life of a budding model and content-creator
was tragically cut short, is for the police to investigate
and present before the court. Till then —and even
afterwards —any assumption about the criminal isa
sign of pre-existing bias. To be clear, there is nothing
intrinsic about gender-based violence: It exists across
caste, class, and religion.

What we must examine, however, is what we
consider intrinsic to relationships between adults.
Investigation into the deaths of Nikki Bhati, Twisha
Sharma, and Deepika Nagar, to name just a few
victims of dowry demands, revealed months of regular
harassmentand violence that began soon after their
weddings. It is our tendency to exceptionalise murder,
extreme violence, or rape, but what we allow to exist
—and this lies at the root of gender-based violence —
is the idea of a fundamental inequality between the
genders, which gives one indisputable power over the
other. This is not to claim that all relationships are
violent, but to assert simply that inequity is a sliding
scale of difference. For instance, anthropologists who
have studied gender in the subcontinent have found
that within the same household, the weight of
women's utterances is less than men’s when it comes
to political/electoral opinions. The researcher was
studying voter behaviour during elections, and what
leads women to exercise their right to have a say in
polity. Now, does this difference in the weight of
opinions escalate to gender-based violence? Probably
not. But it does lie in all too common belief that
inequity is natural and correct.

Make no mistake, relationships where abuse,
physical or mental torture, harassment, accusations
and possessiveness exist, also operate under the
same assumption. Muskan's death points to a deeply
disturbing aspect of her life that we, as a society, have
repeatedly turned a blind eye towards — that “toxic
relationships™ are possible because we thinkit's
natural for men to be powerful.

{ GRAND STRATEGY }
Happymon Jacob

Ground not covered
in talks with China

The pre-2020 status quo
has to stay on the table as
an Indian demand that
will not be given up
under any circumstances
he eight-point outcomes

that India and China
released on

started referring to instead.

Let me begin with the silences. A
key achievement of more than two
decades of SR negotiations, the 2005
Agreement on Political Parameters
and Guiding Principles, continues to
be invoked in the Sinlrlndlan Jjoint

comes thereafter; in a boundary nego-
tiation, a sector once settled is closed,
and what remains on the table is only
the ground nobody wanted to give up
in the first place.

India must maintais

the LAC, refusing to lower its guard for vague paper commmncnts. Pm

gramme continue to change the facts
on the ground. Article VII of the 2005

that will not be given up under any cir-
cumstances, without consigning it to

Thereis another
regarding the phrase. Ifearly harv&s(

says a must

the g peace and

the duei f settled

anditp
clarity on what a tmal resolution
should entail. Article IIT of the 2005
Agreement commits both sides to
to their posi

last week, after the Special

Representatives (SRs) of

the two countries met in
Beijing, signal much-needed diplo-
matic progress. But they also mask
unresolved structural issues on the
border dispute. To be sure, the out-
comes are better than nothing, but
they are also less than what we
needed. In a sense, the is

astoarrive at a “package settlement”,
and then adds a sentence of its own:
“The boundary settlement must be
final, covering all sectors of the India-
China boundary.” That is mandatory
language not to be cast aside easily.
Last week’s text signed by Ajit
Doval and Wang Yi reaffirms the 2005
agreement in point 2, but it does not

also a description of the position India
is bargaining from, than what an ideal
agreement should have looked like.
The talks between the SRs indicate
progress. For instance, two more
meeting points for senior command-
ers, two more hotline channels in the
Eastern and Middle Sectors, a Septem-
ber meeting on trans-border rivers,
three trading points reopened, the pil-
grimage expanded, and the next
round of talks in India in 2027, are all
examples of progress. After the 2020
Galwan standoff and the uncomforta-
ble years that followed, there is little
doubt that this is significant progress.
My broader concern, however, per-
tains to what the document doesn’t
refer to any longer, and what it has

reaffirm the package deal. To be fair,
it does say that the framework will be
pursued in accordance with the 2005
agreement and the consensus reached
in subsequent SR Talks. For sure, the
spirit of the 2005 agreement remains,
but the letter has seemingly changed.

Point 3 of the 2026 agreement sets

means beginning

easiest (to be fair, we do not know yct
if thatis the case), making concessions
in comes

in the border areas. That
clause was traditionally understood
in India’s favour. But today, it could

easily will take us to the harder sectors
with a weaker hand, and nothing
obliges China to move there at all,
except goodwill. If that happens,
would there be any incentive for China
to concede in the harder sectors once
the easier ones are settled?

‘While the two SRs agreed in 2025
to include “de-escalation” in their
Jjoint phraseology, the term is con-
spicuous by its absence in last
week’s eight-point document. Mili-
tary disengagement concluded in
October 2024, but d =

read considering the
establishment of Chinese villages in
the vicinity.

None of this means that last
week’s agreement was deeply flawed
or has no merits. In reality, the pack-
age settlement Article I1I described
in 2005 has produced no framework
in 21 years, and certainly did not pre-
vent 2020. If that is the experience of
the past two decades, endlessly wait-
ing for a desirable package deal
‘which may or may not arrive might
not be a great strategy. The bilateral

power di is

troops
deployed to depth areas post‘2020 =
remains unaddressed. Conse-
quently, the pre-2020 border base-

the Expert Group on Boundary Delim-  line has not been restored, and the
itation to advance an Early and Sub-  new agreement neither claims to
stantial Harvest of boundary delimita-  achieve this nor commits to rein-
tion, with the creation of itsown terms  stating that status quo.

of reference as its first task. Early har- The same danger inay reside in

vestisanii phrase because it
comes from the vocabulary of trade
negotiations, where parties arriveata
limited set of concessions and agree-
ments ahead of a comprehensive deal.
But here’s the problem: In trade, a par

tial deal is a down payment on what

dof res-
toration of status quo ante bellum.
While talks begin in one sector (or
after they conclude), the military bal-
ance could shift in another: Infra-
structure, deployments and, in
China'’s case, the border village pro-

India’ on Chi-
nese inputs is greater now than when
the 2005 agreement was signed, and
the military asymmetry is there to
see. Therefore, insistence on the per-
feet format from a posi-

For us thisisa must, nota
wish. So, the item on de-escalation
must be brought back into the text at
the 26th round next year.

‘Two, the Expert Group’s terms of
reference should not confine
themselves to the easier sectors.
Limiting progress to Sikkim and
the middle sector (if indeed that is
the case) would not be enough to
cater to Indian interests on the LAC.
Delhi must spell out what it under-
stands by “Early and Substantial
Harvest”, and ensure that the earli-
ness and substance extend to the
other sectors as well.

Third, India must maintain
constant vigilance and active
military presence along the LAC,
refusing to lower its guard for vague
paper commitments.

Past agreements have rcpeau-d[y
broken down, and future ones remain
vulnerable to the same fate, so it is

toletthei in

tion may end up getting neither the
desired format nor a settlement.
Delhi appears to have judged that
partial progress now is better than a
comprehensive deal later.

And yet, India must insist on
three things in its approach to
China going forward,

One, the pre-2020 status quo has to
stay on the table as an Indian demand

the paperwork be mistaken for an
improvement on the ground. Ulti-
mately, robust deterrence is the only
true guarantee of peace.

Happymon Jacob s founder &
director, Council for Strategic and
Defense Research, and editor, INDIA'S
WORLD magazine. The views
expressed are personal

Water-guzzIling data centres
need treated used water

stands at roughly 1.4-1.6 GW (2025) and
is projected to reach about 5 GW by 2030.
This expansion is backed by close to $30
billion i current

India's operational data-centre capacity

water-use efficiency, source mix, or reuse.
This is an opportunity. Around 80% of the

water a city supplies returns as sewage.

Umreated and partially treated sewage

footprint is spread across 300 facilities in 33
markets, with very large, new hyperscale
clusters announced in Andhra Pradesh and
Maharashtra. Many cities where these data
centres are located are already water-
stressed, which is raising concerns. Al data
centres tend to rely on water-intensive evapo-
rative systems in cooling towers, The quan-
tum of water needed depends on ambient
temperature and humidity.

Data centres in India typically consume
between 1.5 to 2.5 liters of
water per kWh of IT load. A
mid-sized 20 MW centre can
use approximately 1-1.2 million
litres of water daily (MLD),

Real state of play for
US in Venezuelan oil

n Friday, US President Donald Trump

announced that his administration had made

an agreement with Venezuela's interim
government to secure control of the country’s oil
reserves — the world’s largest, as per current
estimates. In keeping with his style, Trump has
described the deal as a game-changer for the US
economy, which is currently facing high fuel costs
because of the war in West Asia. Trump will try his
best to portray it as a big achievement before the US
mid-term polls in November.

‘Whether, and more importantly, when, the
described benefits materialise for the US economy, is
going to be more complicated than what Trump is
claiming. Venezuela's oil fields have suffered from
decades of mismanagement and will require a
massive capital infusion to scale up production as
well as profits. Many private oil companies in the US
are aware of this challenge and, therefore, have been
hesitant to commit to investments in Venezuela.

What further complicates matters is the fact that
political instability continues to exist in the Latin
American country that saw its authoritarian leader
kidnapped in a surprise US operation last year. The
interim government, which has made the oil deal
with the US, refuses to discuss conducting elections
in Venezuela. Even if the US were to succeed in
scaling up oil production and profits from Venezuela,
the larger question of a superpower arm-twisting a
weaker country into offering its precious natural
resource will continue to remain. It is interventions
like these which triggered a Left upsurge in large
parts of Latin America a couple of decades ago.
Every such instance underlines the demise of the
so-called rules-based world order. It is more about
deals than democracy.

on cooling technol-

f the biggest pollution threats to
urban water bodies. A data centre cluster that
treats and reuses 15% of a city’s sewage volume
will not be adding to the pressure on freshwa-
ter at all. Indeed, it will create demand for a
waste stream that the city is currently failing
to manage. In the absence of such a mandate,
the default would be groundwater. Much of
India’s groundwater. especially across penin-
sular India’s hard-rock aquifers, is unreliable
for bulk use. Groundwater levels drop quickly
in dry years, with widespread borewell failures
during droughts. Sewage, by con-
trast, is effectively a drought-
proof urban water source; people
wash, bathe, and use toilets every
day, regardless of rainfall. A con-
stant, high-quality source of sup-

ogy and climate conditions. Veena ply. therefore, could prove highly
This is not actually a large vol- Srinivasan valuable to a 24x7 data centre.

ume of water, but the demand Data centres are relatively
from multiple hyperscale data price-insensitive on water,
centres (>100 MW) in a single given the monetary value of
city can quickly add up. Impor- their services. Operators could
tantly, demand will be highest plausibly pay up to about
in the hottest and driest 5-10 times the cost of treatment
months. At a city scale, a data- (~% 200-300/kL) for treated
centre cluster could eventually Gayathri water polished to a high quality.

account for 5-10% of municipal
water demand, albeit only 1-2%
of basin water use. While the
basin-level or national foot-
print looks trivial, at the level of a single
stressed city, the demand would compete
with supply for domestic use. Conflicts are
likely to arise in drought years.

As water evaporates, dissolved minerals
and salts get concentrated in the remaining
water. At high concentrations, dissolved
solids cause scaling and corrosion. Low levels
are maintained by adding freshwater to each
cycle. To recirculate water many times in a
cooling tower though, the water source needs
to be have a low enough total dissolved solids
(TDS) level. Groundwater is typically high in
TDS, and if used by data centres, needs
additional investment to remove dissolved
salts. Alternatively, it has to be used for
fewer cycles. This raises data centres’
consumption of water.

The current regulatory structure for data
centre water use is not specific enough.
Data-centre policies in most states are ori-
ented almost entirely towards attracting
investment. States offer power tariff conces-
sions, land, stamp-duty waivers, and capital
incentives, with data centres enjoying infra-
structure status, Water typically appears
only as a supply assurance to be promised
to investors, not as a common pool resource
to be governed.

Water supply is regulated generically
through municipal allocations by urban

Muraleedharan

And this would still be less than
0.5% of their operating costs.
At this price, the revenue
generated could help defray
a substantial portion of the cost of
municipal sewage treatment.

This can address the single biggest failure
in India’s urban water management today.
The capital cost of sewage treatment plants
(STPs) is typically funded by schemes like
AMRUT and the Swachh Bharat Mission.
The operations and maintenance costs
remain a problem. Many cities are unable to
meet these costs. This has left many STPs
underutilised or dysfunctional, with effluent
flowing untreated into water bodies.

1f cities price the sale of TUW to data
centres appropriately, it could convert a
water security threat into a measurable
improvement in river and lake quality. Even
where a data centre facility is not situated
near a centralised plant, neighbourhood-
scale STPs or on-site apartment STPs can be
viable water sources.

If a data centre has to rely on groundwa-
ter, the same outcome can be achieved
through water credits. Specifically, data
centre operators could fund groundwater
banking or managed aquifer recharge
(MAR) investments, These projects would
divert monsoon floodwater, or sewage from
STPs (treated to near potable standard), into
recharge wells. This would replenish the
aquifer they draw on. This would thus offset
their abstraction, keeping the net effect neu-

f =

local bodies; and
via Central Ground Water Authority's
no-objection certificates.

Treated used water (TUW) is a reliable, low
TDS source that data centres can benefit from.
‘There isa potential win-win in reusing treated
‘municipal wastewater. Reuse of treated waste-
water is encouraged by the National Water
Policy and some state reuse policies, but is not
yet mandated for data centres. At present, data
centres also do not have standard reporting of

P q
The opportunity here goes beyond water.
Data centres can help make Indian cities more
liveable. They can become stewards of water
resources rather than competitors.

Veena Srinivasan is founder and executive
director and Gayathri Muraleedharan is
managing partner, Urban Water Programme
at WELL Labs@IFMR. The views expressed
are personal
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Developed India does not mean only
big projects and modern buildings ...

(it) also means that children get good
education, clean water reaches

;ﬂ EE family homes...
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{ STRAIGHTFORWARD }
Shashi Shekhar

India’s gig workers need
more effective protection

sure of delivering on |:lme has led to accidents
ng to Niti Aayog, 27% of

his incident happened just before Rak-
‘The security
stationed at the society gate called to

inform that the mehndiwallah (henna

the gig workersin Indlu face accidents (minor
or serious). Muscle pain aqd otherissues dueto

artist) had arrived. My daughter

appfor 830 th

long hours, i with heavy loads,
isa common problem. Treatment is long and

ing, but he was running two hours late. When expensive and demands rest. However, if you
aver exha don'tlog along period, you run
‘man stood in frontof us. We could seehewas  the risk of being Tocked out.

in no position, physically or mentally, to per-
form this delicate task. My daughter offered
him water and asked why he was so late.

Buckling under the emotional weight he had
been carrying, he said, “Madam, since morn-
ing, none of the clients adhered to the appoint-
ment timing, so work starts late and finishes
late. I can't say anything because they can com-
plain or, worse, give a bad rating. Based on the
feedback, the company can block me.”

“Lam on the bike all day long for my com-
mutes, get stuck in traffic jams, and wade
through water-logging. The company wants
everything on time, but it’s not in my hands.
‘When 1 used to work in the village, the earning
was less but people respected me. Now it seems
Ihave turned into a machine.”

Overwhelmed by his plight, my wife and
daughter offered him dinner but he declined
politely: “It's against the company policy, and 1
have another visit.” He was bracing fora “no
entry” in that society as he was already late. The

Still, gig workers are increasing by the day.

According to the Niti Aayog. in 2021, there
were 77 lakh gig workers in India. In the last
four years, this workforce has registered a
‘whopping 55% increase. Niti estimates that, in
the next four years, the numbers will reach 2.3
crore— 6.7% of the non-agriculture workforce.

Nearly 23% of this workforce is concentrated
in the National Capital Region. Today, apart
from the marquee apps, there are many
regional apps that cater to demand in the inte-
riors and hills. This new work culture has
changed the face of the Indian labour market.
Sparkling uniforms, clean taxis or bikes, and
direct bank transfers for quick payment look
quite attractive from a distance. Butit’s the illu-
sion of formalisation — it has severed the
human cord that held humans and their work
together. Earlier. there was a personal touch
between the employer and the employee.
Today, ur management is hijacked by
opaque algorithms.

Gig workers also act as useful tools to hide

next day’s first bookm5 was ag,am at830 am.
Our

'Ihesu'neday lrmdmar.humedhythesmnof
the festive season, companies have initiated
fresh hiring of gig workers, Companies provid-

ingsuch workers think that this year, ?.53 lakh
new jobs can be created. They an

actual Many times, people
with higher education degrees turn to this
work in the absence of any credible employ-
mentas they dont want to be labelled as unem-
ployed. Another dark side of the whole affair is
the critical sh of workers it’s creating in

increase in hiring by 8-15%.

This trend isn't restricted to metropolitan
cities: Small towns and even the interiors need
‘more hands, Butsuch hiring is transient. The
moment festive demand subsides, the jobs will
vanish too.

Companies hiring gig workers operate on
the principle of “use and throw™. No one is
sacked but are removed using technical

agriculture and small industries. There's a
huge social angle to it too. Unemployed young
don’t want to do “small jobs™ near their homes
or their villages. Instead, they head to big cities
and work under inhuman conditions.

It's clear that problems for gig workers are
piling up faster than the rate at which gig work-
ersare increasing, It's time that we makcmu,gh
laws and regulations to safeguard gig workers”

grounds. As soon as festive and di; It sea- social security, like Europe has.
sons of big companies end, incennves for lhe Ra;aslhan has shown the way. It's time fur the
delivery Centrea ied the baton.
using (echmcal Jjargon, blocks thelr lds This A progressive society runs on policies and
trend has dealta body blow to noton algorithms.

of employment.

Even those constantly engaged in earninga
living are subjected to inhuman stress. Pres-

Shasht Shekhar is editor-in-chief, Hindustan.
The views expressed are personal
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Even Al Champs
Blink on Job Cuts

Reskill employees, roles rarely swap cleanly

Mark Zuckerberg called off widespread job cuts at Meta
earlier this year in a high-profile example of the limits
companies face when trying to become Al native. Such
enterprises are structured in a manner that means they
can’toperate without AI. Most companiesare unlikely to
become Al native soon because they can operate with hu-
mans and still get the job done, maybe at a higher cost.
Even this point is debatable because the productivity ga-
ins from Al are not yet quantified with precision. This
ensures that any decision for a business leader to make
his organisation Al native is a subjective choice and is
impossible to execute unless he is starting from seratch.

The traditional approach of incorporating Al around
human skills—rather than building enterprisesaround
Al skills supplemented by humans — remains the key
pathway for organisational evolution. This limits how
far companies can go with job cuts.
Aggressive strategies have retreated,
® with firms rehiring after excessive
deskilling or inadequate agentic per-
formance. A dense cluster of human
f skillsguidingalarge agentic workfor-
ce can easily become an over-simplifi-
cation without clearly defined hu-
man-Al interactions. Al-native enterprises need a mat-
rix for human intervention, companies with legacy hu-
man workforces need one for Al intervention.

Al-native enterprises are more likely to emerge in the
startup space because retrofitting legacy businesses
with Al may not be easy. Al job replacement is rarely a
clean swap. A more harmonious outcome can be achie-
ved by reskilling people to work with AL This is straight-
forward in a startup built around specific sets of Al
skills. These can be complemented through sensitised
hiring. The process rarely remains sensitised when job
cuts are involved. The likelihood of losing more skills
than anticipated is high. Enterprises must position
themselves on an Al dislocation scale within the busi-
ness environment in which they operate. As Meta has
shown, even Al champions blink.

Banks Are In Good
Shape, But ...

Banks and NBFCs are in similar businesses. But the way the
market assesses their risk profiles is different. NBFCs are ris-
kier than banks and the differentiator is customer deposits.
The Indian banking industry is in a sweet spot with bad loans
at historic lows, comfortable capital and sufficient liquidity
coverage. Butarecent working paper from the PM's Economic
Advisory Council points to an issue that could emerge as a
risk when the market cycle turns. ‘The risk map is shifting to-
wards the liability side of bank balance sheets,’ says the paper:

A metric that provides comfort is a bank’s credit-to-deposit
ratio. This has been skewed for the past couple of years. Credit
growth at 19.3% and deposits at 15.4% in July are creating a
‘wedge between deposit growth and cre-
ditgrowth’,drivingloan-to-depositratios
above 82%. These numbers are not alar-
‘ming. But there may be weaklings hiding
behind robust macro numbers. Banks do
substitute deposits with other funding to
increase their asset size. They do need to
take that risk, and it is a normal banking
opportunity Butthe question is whether individual banks are
getting stretched. There have been instances of banks getting
locked out of the markets when the tide turned, as it did du-
ring the GFC and the post-IL&FS implosion. Banks that built
long-term assets with short-term funding were caught on the
wrong foot, and the regulator had to step in.

The regulator may take comfort in the liquidity ratio and
FCNRd its that could impr . But that willbene-
fitonly those strong banks that manage to raise those funds. So-
me individual banks that rely on funding other than deposits
will be at a disadvantage. The regulator needs to keep a watch
on those individual banks that are above the comfortlevel.

8N ra
S JUST IN JEST

Tech billionaires are getting wilder,
more abrasive, more outrageous

To Be Tech-en
Seriously, Be Loud

Rtmaway eccentricity has been a new curreucyfor awhile.
time, Jobsand G 1sly by
vu'tue of theirideas, their products and theirability tomake
beige boxes desirable. Today, the tech billionaire must be
brash, outlandish, and if they're perceived as downright
nasty, that’s taken to be a sign of ‘genius’, next in line for a
Walterlsaacson biography.
rpeisclear The i isno longer the mad
scienﬂst inagarage, but a showman on stage, treating indi-
wduals as servers for ‘a greater cause’. Employees are not
but cult acolytes, d to sacrifice

4

India’s strategic cloud ambitions lack a formal yardstick to assess who ultimately controls data

Residency Isn’t Sovereignty

Santosh Agrawal &
Manoj Chugh

n June 2025, Anton Carniaux,
Microsoft France's director of
public and legal affairs, appea-
red beforea French senate com-
mission and faced a pointed qu-
estion: could he guarantee under oath
that data belonging to French citizens,
stored on French soil, would never be
handed to US authorities without

isation?
His answer was: ‘No, I cannot gua-
rantee that, but, again, it has never
happened before” Not surprisingly
the second part of his response revea-
led more than it hid. It makes one pon-
der; is that where vendors will retreat.
The fact is that a guarantee cannot
be given. A dataset can live in a data
centre near you and still be reachable,
in principle, by a foreign government,
The location of your data and the law
that governs it are not the same thing.
Residency is not sovereignty. Everyt-
hingelsefollowsfrom thatdistinction.
Formostof thecloudera, Indianen-
terprises optimised for cost, scale & re-
liability Three forces have dragged so-

=) in-

frastructure is a national risk, not me-
rely acommercial one.

® Al compute race This concent-
rates enormous value in a handful of
providers and chips, determining
where inference and training run and
under whose law, resulting inasovere-
ignty question of itsown.

The most common error in Indian
procurement is to treat ‘our data is in
Mumbai'asthoughit

over non-US persons’ data with limi-
ted transparency.

This is not an accusation against a
provider’s integrity or engineering.
Hyperscalers have committed tens of
billionsof dollarsto Indian infrastruc-
ture. Their limitation on strict sovere-
ignty is not about effort or features. It

The CLOUD Act (2018) allows US authorities to
compel any provider under US jurisdiction to
hand over data in its possession, custody or

vereignty question. It answers the re-
sidency question and leaves the two

that matter—*
der? and ‘Who can lawfully compel
it?—untouched.
Arelated myth is worth clearingup.
date blank

outweighsthe cataltl)gue gap.
The

THE SPEAKING TREE

providers commonly price 30-60% be-
low hyperscaler list rates for compa-
rable steady-state workloads, often
with lower or zero egress fees resha-
ping total cost of ownership and wide-
ning the range of deployments where
the sovereign c choiceis v)able

Awareness
ThatRemains

India certifi
ugh MeitY's STQC (S!andan‘hsanon
Testing and Quality Certification)-au-
dited empanelment. Since 2026, a clo-
ud-selection framework directs mini-
stries to match workloads to deploy-
ment options by sensitivity. This em-
panelment attests to security, quality
and data localisation, but not jurisdic-
tional control. US-headquartered hy-
perscalers are empanelled, too.

What India lacks is a certification
that grades sovereignty itself. Until it
has one, procurement teams must do
their own diligence and score it
rather than accept a label.

The discipline is to rate
every  shortlisted

control, regal of where it is stored “ )
isstructural, notagapthatcleverdraf- provider, incum-
lose. A US- C bent hyperscaler and domestic chal-

ny remains subject to US jurisdiction,
however excellent its Indian region.
Nowhere is the gap between rheto-

vereignty into

© Regulation With Digital I’exso
nal Data Protection Actand DPDP Ru-
lesnotified in November 2025,adecade
of debatebecameacomplianceobliga-
tion, one carrying penalties up to 2250
er for security failures and 200 cr for
breach-notification lapses, phasing to
full enforcement by mid-2027. Boards
need to start asking where regulated
data sits and who can be compelled to
discloseit.

@ Geopolitical Governments have
stopped treating cloud and AT compu-
te as commodity utili-

India did not datalo-
calisation. Under DPDP framework,
personal data may leave the country,
unless Gol restricts a destination or

ricand wider than in AL

Despite India’s ambition for sovereign
Aland putting real money behind it —
more than 38, PUsem-

5?

category. This is a negative-list model,
with hard localisation confined to sec-
tor-specific rules, such as RBI's pay-
ment-data directive, Sebi cloud fram-
eworkand UIDAT's Aadhaar vaults.
The CLOUD (Clarifying Lawful
Overseas Useof Data) Act, 2018, allows
USauthorities to compel any provider
under USyumdlclxon to produce data
in its possossmn custody or control,

panelled across domestic providers
and a stated goal of 1lakh by end-2026
—much of India’s DPI and emerging
Al stack still runs on foreig: itrol-

lenger alike on the same axes, each
from0to3:

0: Property is absent or rests entire-
ly withaforeign-jurisdiction entity.

1: It rests on a vendor promise that
can be withdrawn.

2: It's enforced in practice but in-
complete.

3: Architecture, ownership or law
puts it beyond Ll:e reach of any single

led cloud. The real ions for an AT

partyor

‘workload are who controls the compu-
te, model weights and training data,
and under whose law.

Choosing Indian-controlled pro-
viders costs something. A narro-
wer fewer managed ser-

DX whereit

ties and started trea-  POlicymalers need to is stored, The test is
ting them as strategic __ define sovereignty  control, not location.
infrastructure, Gor's formally. A certification, FISA's (Foreign Intelli-

vices, a less developed third-party
ecosystem. Buyers must weigh ju-

Policy» need
ignty formally. A certification, distinct
from' security empanelment, would
make claims comparable. Sovereignty
is maturing from a slogan into a set of
verifiable jurisdiction, key control, in-
countryoperations, ownershipof logs
anda clean exit. Buyers and providers
who trval it that way will be the ones

risdictional i against

I position.

Agrawal is MD-CEO, Esconet Technologies.
Chugh is an independent adviser

‘Aatmanirbhar Bha-  distinct from security  gence  Surveillance functional capability. For govern-
rat' and IndiaAl Mis-  empanelment, would  Act) Section 702addsa  ment, defence and critical-infrast-
sionreflectaviewthat make claims comparable surveillance authority ructure workloads, sovereignty
1 MEME’S THE WORD
ChatGPT RBI'S WAR CHEST SWELLS WITH NEW INFLOWS
In June, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) lifted its rate ceiling on dollar deposits
SHAIRI as the rupee’s exchange rate became a casualty of the West Asia war. Now, with
OF THE DAV abulk of the scheme about to expire today, data shows India's foreign currency
assets have risen for eight straight weeks, adding over $50 billion, as banks
funnelled the fresh dollars into RBI's reserves. The timing also lines up with a
There “"‘;';‘“ aneta rupee that's finally stopped sliding, holding near 295-96 after steady declines.
much fear,

Who loved filing complaints

FOEESSSS

Source: Reserve Bank of India, Bloomberg

= Net weekly change in value of foreign

—e—1/$ exchange rate
currency assets with RBI (8 billion)
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Srinath Sridharan
I

enrichment. But if an institutional
client was given economics beyond
what regulations allowed, did the board
know, question or simply look away? If
such off-framework payments had

theresponse can be: ‘what about the
other bank?' That isno defence. If
HDFCBank is the benchmark, its
conduct must be measured against the
standard it claims for itself, not against

practice, isn’t thata
governance failure in itself? Even if
othersdid it, was it worthy of HDFC
Bank's own governance bar? Forabank
of HDFC Bank's stature, a ¥l lakh

es.
This is where the board earns its keep.
Compliance asks whetherarule was
broken. Governance asks whether the
dELISIOl\ was worthy of the institution.

Institutions that

intervene whilea

trust must accept exceptional scrutiny.
HDFC Bank. long regarded as the gold
standard of Indian banking for its

penaltyr thematter under
the carpetand reducingaccountability
totheatre.

Poor governance rarely shows itself as

pmhlem is stilla matter of judgment,
before it becomes a matter for aregula-
tor, investigator or court.

riskdisci- Ilcanau in isHDFC Bank’s
plineand governance standards, carries targets, clever mi i the CEO exit: ‘Despite
aneven higher burden: having set the expediency, whut never: reathes the penuasxon Mr Jagdishan m]leraled

benchmark, it must keep raising t. For
abank entrusted with other people's
money, even the whiff of misconduct
matters.

Questions have been accumulating

m\rtoscelu

MELODY FOR
MONDAY

Flight of the

Bumblebee
Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov

WhoamI? What is my role in
life? We have all mulled over
these questions, Socrates’
‘know thyself’says that the
self “isnothing other than the
soul". Nietzsche asserts that
we must build and create our
identity throughout life.

Sartre opines that existence

precedes essence or self, and
me self isdefined by our
choices. Who we are is diffe-
rent from who we think we
are. We can tell ourselves that
wearesoandso, but weare
what weare and what we do.

Yuval Noah Harari, in ‘21
Lessons for the 21st Century’,
says that one popular story is
that we areall part of an
eternal cycle that connects all
beings. “Eachbeinghasa
distinctive function to fulfil in
thecycle, To understand the
meaningof life means to
understand your unique
function, and to live a good life
means to accomplish that
function.”

“Tattvamasi’'— That Thou
Artfrom Chandogya Upa-
nishad posits that the essence
of lifeand universe is the
same. Ramana Maharshisays,
‘T'amnot the body or the
cognitive five senses or the
mind or nescience. After
negating the body, five senses,
mind, and neutral unaware-
ness, “that Awareness which
aloneremains —that Tam.”

Perhaps we conclude that ‘T’
isthe trinity of awareness of
self, goodness and divinity,
and we must forge the T to
make ameaningful contribu-
tion inall that we do?

Rich Suits
Hurt Poor

Apropos the Edit Tuxury
Litigation, Poor Pay the Price’
(Aug 29). Imposing penal costs
candeter frivolous, high-end
litigations, cut needless delays,
and save courts valuable time.
‘While the wealthy can afford
prolonged disputes, the poor
areforced to bear costs they
cannot. This inequity must be
addressed by filling judicial
vacancies, expediting hearings
and strengthening court in-
frastructure. Proper use of Al
in case management can furt-
herreducedelays and costs.

PV Prakash, Mumbai

Safety First
InHimalayas

Thisrefersto thearticle ‘Don’t
Stay Deaf to Bhote Koshi' by
BrabimKarki(Aug28). South
Asiacanno longer treat Ne-
pal'sflash floods as isolated
disasters, The region must
shift from response to preven-
tion. India, Nepal, Bhutan and
Chinaneed a cross-border
safety mechanism for timely
sharingof satellite, glacial,
seismic,
rainfalland
river-flow

Few pieces inmusic buzz data. Vulne-
withsuch maniccharmas rablevalleys
Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov's should have
‘Flightof the Bumblebee'. continuously
Written as an orchestral updated risk
interlude in his 1899-1900 maps identi-
opera The Tale of Tsar fying glaciers, unstableslo-
Saltan, it has longsince pes, debris-flow channels,
escaped the stage to become flood corridorsand sett-
whirlwind. | risk. D
_The workisadazzli | it roads, brid-

board, how and

are treated,and what senior ex

areallowed to getaway with. The real
danger comes when performance is

boardroom: quesnon Why should the
publicnarrative suggest that the board

su'ong,meCEO_’ ‘» ired and the

i the CEOQ tostay, rather

fronts: the earlier
GPS-linked auto-loan mis-selling,
alleged AT1 bond mis-selling involving
its Dubai and Bahrain oper'xtiol\i

question:

th

The harder governance test is con-
fronting a larger-than-life CEO whose
stature can make: s( rulmy look like

concernsover legacy
following the HDFC Ltd merger; xecenl
Carlisle fund mis-selling allegations,
workplace-culture concerns, the Lilava-
ti Trust controversy, the former chair-
man’

disloyalty h up-

was firmly in the board’s hands? A

board can value and respect its CEO

without appearing dependent on him.
Thenext CEO will inherita financially

tion. This isoften tk
promoter-led Indian boards, but in-
stitutional ownership offers no immu-

ethics, and the MSRDC deposit episode.
These matters, donot carry thesame

CEOcan q
board to question.

tatus.
tions, some are disputed, and some have
been reviewed and closed.

‘Theformer chairman’s resignation is
particularly significant because it came

and sanity for the promise of disruption and payment in fa-
vabeansstocks. After all, visions of Mars colonies, Al utopi-
asand immortality pills
etsand circuit boards This isnotaccidental. Inan age of at-

from 1 oom. Hecited
concerns over practices he said were
inconsistent with his values and ethics.
HDFC Bank’s subsequent external legal
review found those concerns unsubs-
tantiated. But did the exerciseresolve

tention i b isthe model, out-
rage is marketing, social media chuck-ups are
shareholder updates. To be taken seriously, one must be ta-
ken laud]y The techbillionaire’s persona is the product; the
InSilicon Valley, seri

red not in patents, but in provocation. If you're not brash, or
even absurd, you may as well be invisible. Unless, of course,
you'rea techie still fostering process knowledge in China.

the underly tdoes not
appear so. Outside the boardroom and
the regulator, the world is little wiser
about what was found, what was learnt
or what changed. A legal review cannot,
by itself. closea governance question.
The MSRDC episode sharpens the
concern. The board called it ‘business
overreach’ and imposed ¥ lakh penalti-

powerful i But
inheritance is whether the governance
culture that made HDFC Banka bench-

swarm of notes
darting, weaving, ricoc-
heting with impossible
velocity. Strings and wood-
wmds chaseeachotherina

ingtheerratic
zigzagof a
bumblebeein
flight. It'sa
fantastic

sonicsprint, each phrase

nity:a high-performing, high-gravitas mark still carries the same force. That tumbling headlong into the
difficult fora mustshow up in tougher challenge, next, leaving listeners
cleaner incentives, i dsligh
Perhaps lhal explains why onc hears cesanda board unafraid to challenge dizzy.
nothing  even itsmost powerful executive, Zubin Mehta conducting
(an aver gn wrongat HDFC ‘Bank. And RBI can regulate: Lapllal liquidity; the > piece with the Berlin
whenuncomfor ise, tenure, rmal governan- ‘monic in the1997
cestructures. It cannot regulate in- open-air concert at Wald-
instinct ial biihne,

eson ives wh
finding no malafide intent or personal

begin inthe space

nestled in the

go!
be(\\'een what ther u.lebouk peri unts md

\vands of WestBerlin, turns

g hyd: OPOWET; tunnels
hotelsand pilgrimage faciliti-
esmust be based on cumulati-
ve cascade-risk assessments
rather than ad-hoc, project-by-
project clearances.

Brij Bhushan Goyal. Ludhiana

CAS Shakes
Confidence

Apropos the Edit ‘No Room
For CASual Volatility' (Aug
29). The premature introduce-
tionof CAS, copied from
western practices, has thrown
equity markets into disarray.
Small investorsare left to cope
with heavy volumes of deriva-
tives trade during the equi-
librium price discovery pha-
se. Therisk of market mani-
pu]al ion through artificial

whata well-governed i
never consider acceptable. That's where
s matter most.

HDFC Bank built its reputation by
being better governed than the regulato-
ryminimum. That was its governance
premium. The test is simple: can HDFC
Bank become an institution where
peopledonot merely ask whether
somethingis permissible, but whether
itis worthy of HDFC Bank? The board
and the next CEO must earn that repu-
tationagain.

Thewriter

magical jugal-

bandiof manandnature,
Rimsky-Korsakov be-
cnmes‘a masterclass in

threatens the
emlmnadmgsyamm Regula-
tory surveillance of the clo-
sing “wndow is madeq uate m

intocoherence. It isatonce
seriousartanda delightful
cancature. arare hybrld
that

ities
such practices. A full- scale
study of CAS operational
parameters, followed by

ces. Inthe piece, the Russian
composer bottled the essen-
ce of motion. Experience it
asachase, ablur, ajoyful
sting of sound.

ials, isessential to
shockproof the systemand
restore retail confidence.
Rajarao Kumar, Bengaluru
Laetters to the editar may be addressed to

editet@timesofindia.com
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Phone making must get
competitive alot faster

India’s renewal of incentives for handset production and plan for an input ecosystem amount

to a doubling down on a big export ambition. Local players need to both think and act global

= * he government recently extended
production-linked incentives (PLIs)
for the domestic manufacture of
cellphones that expired a few
monthsago foranother five years.
Thescheme hasa standout record.
It lnﬂ\ aulted India to the world's second spot
in making handsets, created thousands of jobs,
especially forwomen, and bumped up exports.
Itsrenewal, however, suggests that the con-
tract-job factories for the world’s top brands
like Apple, Samsung and Xiaomi still depend on
asubsidy to remain competitive even alfter five
years of support. The scheme also loses some
sheenifitsimpact is held against the light of
details. India’s export boom, for example, needs
to be viewed in the context of an import surge to
feed it. Of relevance to macro stability are net
imports, which have been modest. The slice we
capture of this global value chain is also blurred
by insufficient clarity on how much intellectual
property in these devices actually originatesin
India. As for new jobs, the electronics sector
accounts for undera fifth of the total that can
be attributed to various PLI schemes; the food
processing industry tops this chart with nearly
twice that share. Of course, given the country’s
Jjob scarcity, all jobs are welcome. Moreover,
thisindustrial policy may need a longer window
and wider back-up before a competitive edge

takes shape.
Onits part, not only has the government
worked to ease logis infrastructure and

otherlocal friction points, it has rolled out
incentives to develop an ecosystem to make
smartphone components. The aim is to reduce
imports for exports, capture more value and
impede the flight of factories to rival hubs.
India’s drive for chip-making, with fiscal sup-

portofitsown, is expected to create a local
base for silicon wafer inputs. Information tech-
nology minister Ashwini Vaishnaw is confi-
dent that within eight years, India would have
advanced from 40nm chips used for carsand

TVsets to locally developed 3-7nm-class chips

used in mobiles. This takes us to a larger con-
cern. Apart from the long arc of fiscal props
needed to acquire a global edge, the resilience
of these investments may shortly be tested by
the risk of factory work being taken over by
artificial intelligence and robotics. As the

global race for tech-led efficiency speeds up,

India would need to shorten thisindustry’s
curve Lo competitiveness.

That need not be a scramble. Indian compa-
nies could deploy capital to leapfrog technology
barriers by buying businesses overseas. China's
firms have taken this approach. Xiaomi, the
world’s third largest phone marketer, has used
its mobile business as a stepping stone to enter
the automobile market. As for supply networks,
Chinese companies have snapped up as many as
130 component makers in Europe over the past
two decades. For Indian brands to succeed, they
would need to straddle the globe too. India’s
public incentives to churn out smartphones are
expected to work with a fiscal spur for compo-
nents developed using domestic design and
R&D. This quest for global successisa far cry
from the dreary days of hard production limits.
As Prime Minister Narendra Modi rightly
remarked recently, we have moved from “pro-
duction linked punishment,” a reference to the
pre-1991 Licence Raj, to PLIs. The challenge
now lies in raising this bar to usher in aregime
that effectively offers value-linked incentives
to make and market the 21st century’s most
successful product so far.

| MY

police psychiatristafter a 1973 hostage
todiminish awoman who had accused the
police of endangering her life more than her

isajournalist, novelist and
screenwriter. His latest book is
"Why the Poor Don't Kill Us!

namuddy lane in Gurugram, lapproach
aspeed breaker thatis halfa metre high. I
am not being figurative; it really is halfa
metre high. It's not a mound or any
natural feature of the ground: it is a man-
made speed breakeronwhich alow-clearing
Ferrari canbecomeaseesaw. My heart aches
infondnesswatchingits primordial bearing.
Some minutes later, I see a road sign in
English that has been nailed inverted. 1 feel
the tug ofhome. Another day, I see a tough
rustic man, his towel masking his face, enter
the porch of my villa and fiddle with some-
thing. He s from the electricity board—no
badge, nouniform, no ringing-the-bell, he
goeswhere he wantsto. I feel like a
whose porch belongs to the whole village. T
amsuddenly in love with Gurugram.,
People who take psychology seriously
may say [ have developed ‘Stockholm Syn-
drome."a condition in whicha victim hasa
crushon the tormentor. I don't have that.as
it's a bogus phenomenon in my view, like
many popular ‘syndromes,’ invented by a

captor had. Tam enjoying Gurugram, finally,
because Tam quitting it. Lam done.

A domestic compulsion has eased and [
cannow livewhere I want, in cleanair, run-
ning through nature, walking through
an I)mul) living in private austerity and
Thismeans 1 h
India. Because most of the country is a
mofussil hellhole in the smog.

Bengaluru is as much an urban catastro-
phe as Gurugram. Also, that city belies the
myth that south Indians are peace-loving
darlings. Bengaluru is an aggressive place
today, especially if you challenge alocal guy
drmngon the wrongside. It hassome lakes
here and there, especially on the fringes,
where I can run, but should such a simple
task be such a trek? The insufferable way
that locals go on about Cubbon Park, you
would thinkitisa great urban masterstroke
like New York’s Central Park or London’s
Hyde Park. Yes, it has some trees, but its
fameis yetanother creation of the poor stan-
dards of Indians.

Mumbai was once a truly great city. not
liveable but great, but Maharashtrian politi-
cians have successfully converted it to a
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The basic question Musk’s and
Harari's visions of Al raise for us

They differ on Al's impact and agree on its path. What humans will control is what we need to ask

ATANU BISWAS |

is professor of statistics, Indian Statistical

Institute, Kolkata.

lon Musk once warned that artifi-
cialintelligence (A could become

‘e humanity’s greatest existential

threat. Now he imagines the same tech-
most meaning-
less. Yuval Noah Harari sees a different

nology making mone;

danger: before Al makes usricher, it

may make us less free. Their recent con-
versations with The Ecanomist offer two
Musk looks at what

contrasting visions.
Alcan produce, Harari

ks what it

might do to human agency. Both agree
n. The ques-

Alwill transform civilizat
tion iswhat humans may

¢ Econo-

Inaconversation with
mist’s editor-in-chief Zanny Minton
Beddoes, Musk pm(huv(l Ihdl Al LUII ld

cheap. Computing power, energy and
data can remain scarce. Someone will
own the machines. The real economic
question goes beyond whether Al can
create al)undance Wemustask ifabun-
translate into wider access. A
n have enormots prmlm tive

Musk worries about machines
becoming more intelligent th
humans. Harari worries about machines
becoming more influential than us. One
anxiety is about intelligence. The other
isabout agency. And there isa third
poser: who owns the intelligence? That

capacity and still have ine-

Musk'sjourney makes the argument
more intriguing, For years, he warned
that Al could become humanity’s “big-
gest existential threat” and called for
safeguards. Today, he is building xAl
and investing heavily in the infrastruc-
ture that could accelerate the very
future he once said he feared. The para-
doxisstriking. Hisargument is that this

licates Musk’s pos utopia.
IfATand robots produce most ofthe
world's wealth, society will have to
deci ul«- who getstoown the pradm uv(-
vand howitsk
tributed. A world with little paid work
could be liberating—or unequal.

The less glamorous version is already
visible. A company doesn’t need to
replace every worker with a machine. If
l\ld“(l\\\l()() employeestodo what

technology is coming anyway: the sen- once required 110, 10 jobs may vanish.
siblestrategy is to build it, understand it | What happens to the economy when
andsteerit. thousands of such companies no longer

Harari approachesthe same future need as many workers? The question
fromalmost the opposite direction. His | thatarisesis lh : who will havc the
Economist interview shifts attention the

m production to information, per-
ion and control. His fearis not sim-
y that Al will become smarter than
humans, but that it may excel at influ-
encingus.

In Homo Deus, Harari i mmmn( dalgo-

Alcould almthangﬂhcmmnmgof
work as it haslong been understood. If
machines handle much of production,
humans may spend more time on care,
education, friendship and
puhh(‘ life. But that future will depend

rithms ling people better
than people understand themselves.
us, he extends the argument to

surpass th
humanity withinabout five years.

Withinadecade, he suggested, humans
control. Alwould
provide intelligence while humanoid
robots would fulfil the need for physical
Together, they could pro-

might no longer be i

capabiliti
duce goods
mouss
money might scarcely matter.

We need money because d

nd services onan enor-

production is not the same as abun-
dance of power. Robots may make

goods plentiful without making land

plentiful. Al may make intelligence
cheap without making ownership

cale, By 2036, Musk suggested,

rable
things are scarce. If machines can pro-
duce almost everything, what exactly
would money buy? But abundance of

civilization: human societies depend on
formation nolwnrks but information

Alchanges the equation because it’s
notmerely acommunication channel. It
can generate information, adapt messa-
gesand act within the network, Imagine
amachine that knows what frightens
you, what delights you, whom you trust
and what youare likely to believe—and
canaddress you in precisely the lan-
guage that works on you. One dangeris
that Al will give us the wrong answer.
Butanother peril lurks. It may become
difficult to know whether the answer—
oreven the question—was ours. This is
where Musk and Harari meet.

10 DEARS 460

L

giantsmall town. A great city hasthe right to
torment us because it offers something no
other place can. But Mumbai has not been
that for decades. I canlive in South Mumbai,
though.Tused tolive there,anditisthe only
urban centre in India where life has actually
improved. But at those house-rents, it is
overpriced compared to
Mediterranean havens.
Escaping India within
India is now more expen-
sive than escaping it by
leavingit.

The creeping pestilence
that Indian politicians call
“development™ has

infested mountains too, a p|ace where  of underemployed rela-
unless | find someisolated . tionsinevery town inform-
cliff. Thaven't come across ||fe was better ing parentsofthessightings
a more overrated place of their children, but also
than Ma nd thatisnot befol"e because Keralaistoo judge-

just because the mid-Him-

alayas are filled with a

monoculture ofpine trees. ‘Development”in
Indiaisa form of introducing hardship toa
place where life was better before. My wel
meaning friends who point to this city or
that. especially Hyderabad. are people whose
standards have been lowered by living in
Indiafortoo long.

‘Development’
in Indiais a form
of introducing ™
hardship to

Icannot moveto Kerala, not because there
are too many rel there. I never take
theircalls. It has many things I respect: it has
beanty and clean airand itslocals live in dig-
nity. But it is a boring place. It does not get
theideaof modcmm It isa l‘('plll)ll(‘ against
fun. Tknow

ownershipand choices.
ines the end of scarcity.
sees human control turning
scarce. Both could arrive together.

Al'may make goods cheaper while
concentrating ownership. It may free
us from tedious work while nmkmgus
dependent on systems we cannot
understand. [t may give us more infor-
mation while making truth harder to
Tecog It may expand our choices
while shaping them.

Much has been said about whether AT
will take our jobs or become smarter
than us. The policy question, though, is
what must remain within the human
domain of decision-making. Al's future
will depend on machine intelligence
butalso on what humans choose to
keep: work, ownership, judgement.
trust—and ultimately, the freedom to

m@&& A ﬂ'ﬁ@@@ﬁﬂ'_l

It's good to have high-quality
competition; it helps drive
research forward at a

faster pace.

SHUJI NAKAMURA

-

beinthe thick of things, ina place that m
notinfluence the future but at least lives in
the present.

That leaves Goa, probably the most ‘cos
mopolitan’ part of India. But if you don’t
count its beaches in the north and south,
thereis nothingi sthat makes my life

humes, m lhe midst ul‘g\ml
natural beauty and awhole
street that loves them, but
they cannot wait to leave for
some messy Indian

it )
remarkably better than in Gurugram. Still, I

than anywhere else in India. I can liveina
small place by the beach, run barefoot on
clean beaches, venture out to meet Goa's

lis like I

Itis not only to escape the
spy networkofthe
lee family, whichis

mental tolet the youngbe.
L do not need fun but 1
needtobeinaplace whereother| pt‘nph‘dn'

drinkersonly onceamonth orsoin an ove
priced unionized cab. But then, living in Goa
wouldbe inferior even toabeachside suburh
of Bangkok. For justas much, orabit more,
Icouldlive in Valencia in Spain.

So, the next few months. I will just wander
around the world in cold deserted places
where ook like their delivery guy. Noone
would keepme formore than a fewmonths
onavisitor'svisa. That'sanother thing about
India. Itnever makesit easy to escape either.
The rupeeisso weak, llwpnwn! ncoffee

having fun, where people ingest ethanol

saturated fat late into the night and dance, so
that I can safely experience city life without
doing much of any of it. Another reason [
cannot move to Kerala is that  am much
younger than [ook; I cannot retire. L have to

in London look And my passport
isoneof the weakest. So I must reassure any
immigration officer reading this, I fully plan
toreturn home, whichisany place with bro-
ken roadsand no pavements, and vehiclesin
the smog driving on the wrongside.
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An uncertain new world orderis
emerging that India must watch

As the old order begins to crumble and alliances are reshaped, we must closely track the geopolitical dynamics of West Asia

SUDIPTO MUNDLE
is chairman, Centre for Development Studies.

his column usually addresses eco-
nomic issues, However, in the present
context, economic outcomes will be
largely determined by the current
litical conjuncture. Domestically,
India is on the cusp ofa new political
phase following the mobilization of a young gener-
ation at Jantar Mantar recently, triggered by
repeated and disruptive leaks of examination
papers, which soon morphed intoa broader
demand for government accountability and
reforms to fix a broken education system. Globally,
e at the threshold of an emerging new world
order, the contours of which are still uncertain,
theold order having been disrupted by the very
powers that established itat the end of World War
1L This column is the first part of a two-part series
that looks at the possible main elements of this.
emerging new global order and how India could
best position itselfin it. This part mainly deals with
the most complex of emerging regional structure
i /o sia. The second part will dis
cusssimilarstructures which may—or may not—
be emerging in other parts of the world and how
Indiashould positionitselfin the new global geo-
larchitecture of the 21st century.

The central fault line of the emerging new order
is the competition between the US, the receding
hegemon, and China, the rising one. In my previ-
ous Mint column, I had discussed how the US had
itself. ironically. helped China challenge its
hegemony. Itis tempting to extend this binary
competition toa global fault line between a West-

ernall mwlo(l by the US butinc! lmlmgmunn s
like Jap
andan ‘lcrn alliance led by China but nmludmg

countries like Russia on the other. However, sucha
frame of reference would be quite mislead;
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agenda of ‘Greater Israel’ that would occupy Pales-
tinian land ‘from the river to the sea’ (and perhaps
beyond the Jordan River too). A ceasefire brokered
by Qatar, ive and Egypt, backed by the US, in
October 2025 stopped large-scale killing, though
the bombing, drone attacks and sniping have not
completely stopped. A 15-point peace plan bro-
kered by US President Donald Trump \Bu,nr(lul
Peace, and supported by the United Nati
accepted by Hamas on 30 July 2026. Tt envi

administration of Gaza by Palestinian tect
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ries in West Asia to initiate US-supported alliances

with Sunni countries against a Shia Iran—the Abra-
ham Accords.

That situation is now changing. US allies in the
region have realized that the US cannot offer them
much protection. while Iran’s stature has grown
following its succ \sluln istance. Leading Sunni
powersin the region, rabia, Tiirkiye and
Egypt, may join other Sunni countries to seek
ac Ill“UllxlllUﬂ\\llhlldﬂ building on the Chi

and a phased disarming of Hamas calibrated with
the withd 1 of Israeli Defence Forces . But

because instead of any such neat and binary global
faultline, whatwe are witnessing is the emergence
soverlapping alliance:
around different conflicts—or rivalries—in differ-
ent geographies of the world. The most complex of
lh(-wom(-lmngn-gm West

The Israeliat ally s a
response to the shocking Hamas terror strike on 7
October 2023, which left over1.200 persons dead,
mostl; ians, over 5,000 injured and some 250
taken hostage. Hn\\ ever, itsoon bommcclmrlhm
Israel’swarw: al assault on Pal-
estiniansin G l"(ldl(‘ over 74,000 Palestini
ans have been killed, mostly women and children.
Many more have died through sta mand dis-
shelter due

tinuing attacks on Pales and their properties
inthe West Bank by Isra ttlers, implicitly
encouraged by the Isracli government, what we

are seeingisa rollout of the extreme right-wing

Israel rejected the proposal.
Meanwhile, Israel launched a
IraninJune 2025, with the U!
bombing Iranian nuclear facilities in Fordow, Isfa-
han and Natanz. This wasa prelude to the launch of
afull-scale war on Iran by the US- Israel alliance on
28 February 2026. Iran responded by broadening

rectattackon

[ diplomatic ties between
Riyadh and Tehran in 2023. Meanwhile, rising US
pubhc resentment against the Iran war hasled to
some rethinking in America about unconditional
support for Israel. Pushing Netanyahu
USaccepted atemporary peace deal
brokered by Pakistan. Occasional violations not-
withstanding, a tense peace prevails

Meanwhile Saudi Arabi S
ave announced the Makkah Agreement. A joint

the conflict to a regional war, striking US bases and
vital infrastructure in all countries across West Asia
allied with the US, Iran's ally Hezbollah attacked
Israel from Southern Lebanon. The regime in Iran
hasnot only survived the war but maintained a
blockade of Hormuz. This hasseverely affected
(mlh-\]mrloh dll(l()lh(l umnlrlvs

tothe

rug-inw. Butit hasalsobeen quiclly helped by
Chinaand Russia. The audacious aggression of
Israclon the other side h:

sive US support: financial, ary and diplomat
Israel hasalso cleverly leveraged Shia-Sunni rival-

indicates agreement that an attack on
any one country will be considered an attack
againstall three, The three partners also aim to
jointly develop defence capability and collective
security. This marks a majorshift in West Asian
geopolitics. Henceforth, USallies in the region are
i mlwgnulﬂl more by their own security con-
sts. Washington's influenc
te, while that of

hina
Josest ally in this part

mbitions will be
curbed and, llopclui]\‘so will Shia- Sunni rivalries,
iving peace and pros chance.

is the first of a tw
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Bitcoin still hasn't fulfilled the
promise of whoever crafted it

It has a truly compelling role neither as a currency nor as an asset

EMILY NICOLLE
writes about digital finance for Bloomberg
Opinion.

itcoinjust notched its higgest weel

% gain in more than three years, put-

ting an end to a summer of stagna-

tion. Crypto traders can thank US Treasury

Secretary Scott Bessent, whose plan to

hoost bond buy purred the move.

Butit will take more than that to return this
market to genuinely bullish territory.

The 23% jump was largely down to Bit-
coin'spartin the ‘dollar debasement’ trade,
an occasional flight to alternative assets
prompted by worriesabout America’sheavy
Imnm\mg.lmllhe“ hite House's eccentric
policymaking. Bessent'sintervention deep
enedsuch fears, although the world” sI.Arg-
est cryptocurrency has already started to
plateau again after topping $80,000 last
week. Investorsare right to be cautious. The
experience of October’s brutal Bitcoin sell-
off, afterit hita peak ofmore than $126,000,
showed why narrativesabout what powers
itsvalue often fail to stick.

Some traders have persistently touted
crypto asan effective dollar hedge along-
side the markets’ perennial haven, gold.
But October’s big crash—when Bitcoin
slumped more than 12%after US Pres
Donald Trump renewed tariff thr
against China—put paid to thatidea. Gold,
meanwhile, rose to arecord high.

Bitcoin has long been in search of an
ablished story to show thatit has funda-
momnl Y onh..md isnotjustapurespecu-

{ —ahunt that has become more
necessary since it entered itsteenage years
:mrl |1|qm-d the interest of heavyweight
Itistelling

Adecentralized currency has not been the
liberator it was hyped as. REUTERS

haslaunched several crypto venturesin his
second term and pressured Congress to
pass legislation last year on stablecoins,
which are often backed by the dollar. All of
that has helped benefit the president. He
reported at least $1.4 billion in crypto-re-
lated earnings in 2025, by far his largest
source of income. It included more than
94 million in sales by World Liberty
fal,a company he co-founded with
at hasitsown dollar-pegged coin.

llns meeting with crypto executives
shortly after Bessent ‘shombshell on bond
buying last week looked like happy timing.
It bolstered the e of Bitcoin at an
opportune moment.

Trump'sattention hasnow turmed to the
US Clarity Act,a market-structure bill Ihdt
I providethe
to encourage greater crypto adoption on
Wall Street. But the actions of lawmakers
and regulators can be unpredictable at the
bestof times. The bill's progress hasstalled,
not least because of infighting over ethics
provisions that would limit Trump's own
volvement in the sector. The US Senate
is not expected to revisit the legislation
until mid-September. leaving little time for
fullapproval before November’s midl-term
elections.

fromany of theabove isa real

aconsi or

ion of gold is the typical

story thatsets crypto apart from
ulher assets in a way that matches the
claims of its pioneers. Bitcoin began as a
way m liberate money from the grasp of

nuonnlc I'or Bnmm hmucs \vlm a]so posi

nearly IO"-wwn fier the recent h(mm e,

sjump, where both gold
and Bitcoin rose handsomely, hardly pro-
videsan apple-to-apple compa Much
of the crypto surge was down to traders
who had been betting on the price falling
and hadn'tanticipated a turnaround. They
were then forced to huy crypto to cover
theirshort positions. Gold just performed
asyouwould expect. A leading Bitcoin bull,
Strategy Inc chairman Michael Saylor
urged traders to buy more uflht‘ d
currency during the spike,

-aditional financial systems, adecentral-
ized fnrm ofdigital cash that would priori-
luvpn\. essabove every-

Ise. That promise continues m;,o
eople still prefer
ashand vqm\"l]unlslu
actually buy things, Attempts to kickstarta
Bitcoin-only economy have been largely
abandoned.
Andyet, thereisnoshame in taki an-
coinatfacevalue. Every. S
where, and even gold had to start its jour-
ney as a medium of exchange a couple of
millennia or more ago.
Maybe the cryptocurrency will
all the dreams 4
Satoshi Nak hoped for. Orit could

fromadding to his company’s own stash.

The prospect of favourable regulation is
another populartale that'sused to console
Bitcoin fans. Trump loves digital assets: he

remainjust asitistoday: a tool forspecula-
tion that provides a chance to make some
money—aslongasyourstomach forriskis
strongenough tobearit.  (©BLOOMBERG

The rupee has stabilized but key vulnerabilities remain

and contain ex

$2.1billionin Jul

SAUMITRA BHADURI

is professor, Madras School of
Economics

herupee’srecent stability has brought
reliel, having earlier hita record low.
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
deserves credit for taking decisive action. It
reportedly sold about §7 billion in one of its
largest for exchange interventions in
recentmonthsto prevent disorderly depre-
It supplemented th u\u-r\'ﬂllwu
withaspecial foreign currency

e volatility. Nonethe-
less, exchange rate stability should not be
mistaken for exchange rate strength.
The FCNR-B scheme isan effective cris
management tool, but it isnot a permanent

. Butthatstill representsa
modest reversal relative to the vast exodus
seen through March-June. So. itistooearly
toview thisas loulmofﬁ)rvigninwsmm

lromr-’lll\ |h(- improvement in portfolio

(FCNR-B) deposit scheme that incl Iu(lvd a
concessional dollar-rupee swap facility
announced on 8 June.

As of 21 August, banks had mobilized
more than $65 billion through this window.
T nl1| foreign- currency inflows viathe new
fi xternal commercial bor-
rowin cas foreign-currency
classofloans, reached nearly $73 billion. A
atimewhen the rupee was under pressure,

icy Task Force co-led by former RBI gover-
nor Raghuram Rajan tore-assess the future
of quantitative easing (QE) as a policy. The
implications extend beyond the US. For
nearly 15 years, QE flooded global markets

A recent International Monetary Fund
(IMD Working I‘dp('r The Cl hang'mg Lm(l

ight: despite a(‘(‘uummg
y one-third of global trade and

solution. Its large inflows led RBI to S inIndia \\uhdnll.u liquidity, much of which lowed holds only about one-fifth of
thescheme" losure llldlllnl broad. Foralmost two years, ing market debt and India rnal financial assets, withan even
by end-August, even as among | global i s poured as among the beneficia- smallerslumof;,,loluﬂ portfolio investment,
banks to attract these depos sified, | enor i ries of this excepti s under-i ated finan-
pushingupthescheme’ Let- | cial i ig (AD-re- The Reserve cheap capital. (‘inlly.lelMl- also drawsa crucial distine-
ting the scheme continue would havo lated stocks, particularly in i’ If the Fed goes for an | tionbetween trade and financial integration.
be \H the US. 1 are now Bank Of Indla S aggressive harl;ann' sheet | Greater trade supports FDI, but |I§:‘[il||(‘
may h,.n'r*(llslnn(-dhdnkfumlmg.xlr:ﬂn:lll:ln]‘:| ng Wi h(‘lh(‘r llml Special Steps :I‘I,lu‘l:;;:::(%:m;‘llll:l(lllurld :mﬂ:‘u‘n:(\l:::;llr(lzl::wn[‘lm‘ 1)}:‘{ f‘ym\(ll;r:;::‘r
1. Any prolonged dis- offer relief but  Treaswyyieldswouldraise | lioflowsarevolatile, driven by interest rates,
ruptionaround the Strait of Hormuz would ry the opportunity cost of | liguidity and investor sentiment. FDI is
push up crude oil prices, widening India’s | enthusiasm mnduums. don't address investing i ingmar- | morestableasitreflectstl ! inan

imporlbillanflsharph"1croasingdcnmnd global capital is searching . kets while increasing Ehe economy’s productive capacity.
for dollax;& Given I:(ha's dependence on | for markets where ;’alu?r risks at the ;_nsllofde_xlmigal bo'l'g\\‘llx!;z hl olrllndu detperI nn:llm fal mllegr'llmn
imported energy, the rupee continues to | tions are more closely or Indian firms. The US | should mean more than luring short-term
aligned with economic structural |eVE| Treasury’sdecisiontodou- | capital. We need more FDI, deeper domestic
v is the nature of | fundamentals. India, with ble its buybacks of longer- hndmulm.lrkv Jstronger institutions and
folioi oneofthe fast rowing dated securitiescould ea greater resilience to external shocks. Done

-4 3 g

cap .rv ¥ "
hasrecoveredin recent weeks, but such cap-
ital is inherently volatile. Unlike I'ormgu

this has been read as a vote of confid

Meanwhile, India’s foreign exchange
reserves have risen sharply to $717 billion,
providing RBI with a substantially larger
huffer to intervene in the currency market

direct i (FDD, it

tochangesin global risk appemo rather lhan
domestic fundamentals. Foreign portfolio
investors had pulled roughly $28 billion out
of Indian equities despite bringing in a net

large economiesand relatively resilient cor-
porate earnings, has therefore become
attractive again,

But this window may prove temporary. A
much larger force is quietly emerging in
Washington. Federal Reserve chair Kevin
Warsh has constituted a Balance Sheet Pol-

global credit costs toan extent, Howev
the bond market resists yield-curve man-
agementand US yieldsstay elevated, dollar
assets could stay attractive enough to keep
pressure on capital flows to emerging mar-
ketslike India while keeping their external

debt costs highas well.

well, integration canlower the cost of capital,
bring technology and improve risk sharing,
But openness also exposes India to global
financial cycles, making sound macro man-
agement essential. A currency is ultimately
sustained not by the central bank’s dollar
sales but by confidencein the economy.
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IN THE NEW:

SUGAR PRICES
STAY HIGH
ACROSS INDIA

SUGAR
PRICES
REMAINED
above 260
perkgin
most retail
markets across the
country on Sunday,
despite steps taken by the
government to check the
price rise, as per official
data. The all-India average
retail price of sugar was
%64.24 per kg on Sunday.

GOVTEXPANDS
DIGITAL FERTILISER
TRACKING SYSTEM
THE
GOVER-
NMENT ON
Sunday said
itis broad-
ening a
nationwide digital
platform that tracks
fertiliser from production
to retail sale, adding
tools to link purchases
with individual farmers'
land records

and to monitor subsidy
payments more closely.

Rules mandating
IST as common

time notified

THE GOVERNMENT HAS
notified the Legal Metrology
(Indian Standard Time) Rules,
2026, mandating Indian
Standard Time (IST) as the
single reference for legal,
administrative, commercial
and other official purposes
across the country.

House panel for
ITAT vacancies

A PARLIAMENT-
J has recommen-

ded timely and
vacancies in the judicial,
registry, and support cadres
Tribuna (ITAT), stating that
staff shortages adversely

timely filling of
ARY COMMITTEE

continuous filling of

ofthe Income Tax Appellate

impact hearing schedules.

India emerges
as key petrol

supplier to Russia

INDIAHAS EMERGED as a key
supplier of petrol to Russia
amid a surge in Russian fuel
imports triggered by
Ukrainian drone attacks on
refineries, as per ship
tracking data. Russia's
seaborne gasoline imports
surged to a record around
125,000 barrels per day (kbd)
inAugust. —AGENCIES

Investments spurind

LLLY

ITP GROWS 6.3% IN APRIL-JULY VERSUS 4% A YEARAGO

activity as demand

SHUBHAM RANA
New Delhi, August 30

INDUSTRIALACTIVITY IN India
isrevivingin the current finan-
cial year despite global and
geopolitical challenges,with the
Index of Industrial Production
(IIP) growth averaging 6.3% in
the first four months of FY27,
higher than 4% in the same
period lastyear. At current pace,
1IP growth is likely to be the
highestsince FY24.

However, a deeper dive
shows that this recovery in
industrial performance in
increasingly led by investments
and not consumption, which is
likely to face more risks from
deficient rainfall and El Nino,
economistssaid.

1IP growth slowed down to
6.7% in july from a 27-month
high of 8.8%in June Manufac-
turing and electricity growth
remamed resilient in July

from previ-

CONSUMPTION TRAILS

Growth (%, y-0-y)

m April-July 2025 = April-July 2026

2.2
Primary goods
W
Capital goods -B'T

154

Intermediate -4-6
w94

Infrastructure/ | 7.4
construction .
goods 71
Consumer .3.'!
durables -
87

Consumer il 2.6
nan-durables|

M The rebound is
increasingly
investment-led, with
capital goods output
jumping 16.1% in July
and 15.4% in April-July

B Manufacturing grew
7.3%, led by electrical
equipment, machinery
and other capital-
intensive segments

and, in turn, to demand,” said

Singh, an analyst at

ous month, while mining out-  BajajBroking.

put contracted compared toa Within  manufacturing,

yearago. which grew 7.3%in July,growth
“In our view, the July data  wasled by capital-intensivesub-

point toan economypoweredby  sectors such as electrical equip-

oneengineratherthantwo:capex ~ ment, motor vehicles, other

isdoing Lhe pulling,whilemass  transport equlpment and

The machineryand

variable to watch from here is “Theitem-level detail sup-

cude,andhowgeopoliticaldevel-  ports  this reading —

opments feed through toprices ~ switchgearand circuit-protec-

tionapparatus, UPSand solid-
state drives,auto components,
passenger and commercial
vehicles, construction
machinery,pumpsofall types
and turbines.To our mind, this
is an investment- and infra-
structure-facing mix rather
than a household-demand
one, and Capital Goods at
15.4% for April-July rein-
forces it,” Singh said.

ustrial
Iters

fication, fiveof thesix categories
registered year-on-year growth
barring  consumer non-
durables, where output con-
tracted.

Capital goods grew 16.1%
in July, the highest among the
use-based categories, thanks
to higher capital expenditure
by government and the pri-
vate sector, economists said.
Infrastructure sector also
reported strong growth at
6.9% while intermediate
goods grew 10%.

“The July numbers show a
widening gap in household
spending.Consumerdurables,
the big-ticket items such as
vehicles and appliances, grew
10.5%, while everyday goods
such as food and toiletries fell
1%," said Rajeev Sharan, head
of research at Brickwork Rat-
ings. “This suggests discre-
tionary and credit-linked pur-
chases remain strong, while
everyday items, more closely
tied to rural incomes and real
wages, remain weak. Headline
1IP at 6.7% therefore over-
statesthebreadth of the recov-
ery,”Sharan said.

Consumer durables output
has grown 8.7% in April-July,
continuing to be driven by
reductionin Goodsand Services

Tax in September last year on
I I ;

Intermsofuse-t

large ehicles.

India, Uzbekistan elevate ties,

set $5 -bntrade target by 2030
pom 3

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Tashkent, August 30

INDIA AND UZBEKISTAN on
Sunday decided to elevate their
ties to a comprehensive strate-
gic partnership and set a target
of $5 billion in annual trade by
2030, following talks between
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Uzbek President Shavkat
Mirziyoyev.

The two sides also agreed to
establish a framework for long-
term supply of Uranium from
Uzbekistan to India in line with
cooperation in the civil-nuclear
energysector.

The Modi-Mirziyoyev talks
focused on expanding coopera-
tion in areas of trade, invest-
ment, infrastructure, critical
minerals, mining, defence and
security, agriculture, pharma-
ceuticals, health, information
technology, digital publicinfra-
structure, including UPI, and
education.Thetwosidesalsoset
atarget of $5 billion in annual
bilateral trade by 2030, Modi
said in hi:

Prime Minister Narendra Modi receives Uzbekistan's highest state civilian award, the 'Oliy
Darajali Dustlik’ from President Shavkat Mirziyoyev in Tashkent.

nationsis over $1billion.

Both leaders announced the
elevation of strategic ties to a
Comprehensive Strategic Part-
nership reflecting the growing
depth and expanding scope of
between Indiaand

The current bilat-
eral trade between the two

1 They wi the
exdmngeof several agreements,

covering a wide range of areas,
including mining, culture, edu-
cation, tourism and ayurveda,
among others.

“Uzbekistanisat the heartof
CentralAsiaandisat the heart of

em

partnership will be a powerful
force for peace, progress and
prosperity in Central Asia.
“Delving into the agenda of
future cooperation betweenthe
twc sides, Modi said India and

Al boom puts Jamnagar,
Thane underwater stress

SAURAVANAND
New Delhi, August 30

INDIA'S JAMNAGAR AND
Thane have emerged among
the world’s locations most
exposed to data centre-driven
water stress, as the rapid
expansion of artificial intelli-
gence (AlI) infrastructure
threatens to sharply increase
cooling-water demand in
regions already facing water
constraints, according to Rys-
tad Energy. The pressure is
expected to intensify over the
next fouryears. Regions facing
high or extremely high water
stress are projected toaccount
for34% of the data centre sec-
tor’s global direct water con-
sumption by 2030.

However, mandating the
least water-intensive cooling
technologies in such locauons

RESOURCE STRAIN

W High-stress
regions could
account for |

3L4% |

of global direct
data-centre water

use by 2030

mGlobal m Efficiency M Dry cooling saves
ion may ldcut  2.15litres of water

nearly tripleto 644 2030 consumption  per kWh of ITload

bn litres a year by to 543 bn litres but requires

2030from222bn  underamoderate  additional

litres in 2025 scenario electricity

388 billion litres by 2030,
while a moderate scenario
would put it at around 543
billion litres.

could reduce

The underline

as much as 45%, Rystad said.
Jamnagar and Thane, along
with Reeves County in Texas,
are among locations where
data centre water consump-
tion is high relative to local
water stress, highlighting the

the scale of potential savings

from cooling technology and

data centre design choices.
“Data centres d

data centrescarriesaseparate,
indirect water footprint,
adding another layer to the
resource challenge.

Cooling technology will
therefore be critical as Al work-
loads expand. Al servers gener-
atesignificantlymore heat than

222 billion liters of water
directlyforcooling in 2025, but
that nearlytripleto

potential conflict between Al
infrastructure expansion and
wateravailability.

Globally, direct water con-
sumption bydata centres could
nearly triple to 644 billion litres
ayearby 2030 from 222 billion
litres in 2025 if water-saving
measures fail to keep pace with

just under 644 billion liters by
2030inourrisked central case,”
said Minh Khoi Le, global head
of data centre and hydrogen
researchat Rystad Energy.

“More water-efficient path-
ways could bring this down to
543 billion liters in the moder-
ate case oras low as 388 billion
oy :

the Al-led exp in com-
puting capacity.

An aggressive water-effi-
ciency pathway could limit
annual consumption toabout

ingscenario,” Le said.

The estimates cover only
water consumed directly for
cooling. The electricity used by

ment,but rack-level liquid cool-
ing can reduce the burden on
facility-level cooling systems
and enable greater use of dry
cooling. Dry cooling can save
around 2.15 litres of water for
every kWh of IT load, but
requires an additional 0.30-
0.74 kWh of electricity.

That trade-off can shift
waterconsumptionaway from
the data centre itself to the
power system. In the US, indi-
rect water consumption asso-
ciated with electricity supply
can be more than twice direct
consumption.

Growth gap tests India’s
developed-nation dream

BLOOMBERG
August 30

INDIA LIKELY GREW at more
than 7% last quarter, a pace
most major economies would
envy. Yet, that may still be too
slow to deliver on Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s dream of a
developed nation. Modi wants
India to achieve that status by
2047, the centenary year of its
Independence from British rule.
Gettingtherewould require the
world’s sixth-largest economy
to growat 9.25% annually for
21years,according toNitiAayog
Vice-Chairman Ashok Lahiri.
The ambition, branded
Viksit Bharat—or Developed
India—has become a center-
piece of Modi’s third term.
However, assuming the cur-
rent rate of growth, India’s
economy would fall short of
his vision,according to several

India’s in the

region,” Modi said. The Prime
Minister added: “A stronger

their
defence industries tolookat co-
development.

Growth averaged 6.3%
between 2000 and 2024, well

IN NUMBERS

M India likely expanded
7.3% last quarter, but
remains below the 9, 25%,
annual pace needed to reach
developed-nation goal

W Per-capita income must
rise more than sixfold to

about $18,000

by 2047 to. reach high-
income status

belowthe current potential rate
of 7.5%-8%. The economy has
grown at or above 9.25% just
three times over the past 50
years—1975,1988and 2021.
Achieving the target “would

Total overhaul of quality controls needed for doing business:

OJASVIGUPTA,
NITIN KUMAR &
MUKESH JAGOTA
New Delhi, August 30

AS THE UNION government
plans another round of relax-
ations in Quality Control
Orders (QCOs), expectations
are running high there will be
permanent overhaul of the
system, rather than piecemeal
changes. Only a comprehen-
sivereviewof the current setof
QCOs experts argue, will have
the required deregulation
impact on businesses.

The push comes after Com-
merce and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal, during a recent
visit to Japan, signalled that the
government is considering
industry-specific, ~product-
based, project-based, or com-
pany-based exemptions from
mandatory QCOs to support
high-tech manufacturing.

Trade expertsargue that the
core flaw in India’s regulatory
approach is applying manda-
tory quality standards to inter-
mediate goods, capital equip-
ment, and raw materials rather
than focusing strictly on con-
sumer-facing products with
high safety, health, or environ-

mental risks. Overregulation
and redundant supervision
imposeaheavycompliance bur-
den onindustries.

Industry executives also
stress the need for exemp-
tions forspecialised semicon-
ductor equipment, as these
machines are  already
deployed globally and carry
recognised certifications.

Asurvey by the Japan Exter-
nal Trade Organisation (JETRO)
revealed that nearly 72% of
Japanese manufacturers oper-
ating in India reported that
Bureau of Indian Standards
(BIS) certifications  have
impacted or are expected to

REGULATORY REFORM

B Govt weighs QCO
exemptions to support
high-tech manufacturing

M Experts urge limiting
QCOs to consumer

goods, excluding
industrial inputs

B industry seeks waivers
for globally certified

7 2 % of Japanese

manufacturers in India report BIS-
related operational impact, JETRO
survey shows

M QCOs surge from 88 in 2019 to
790 before easing to about 600,
outpacing testing capacity

1 Rules complicate imports for

ityof QCOsapplytointermediate
goods (45.7%), raising concerns
about potential disruptions to
domesticsupply chains.
Toreform the system, Ayush
A.Mehrotra, Partnerat Khaitan
& Co, suggested either rescind-
ing unnecessary QCOs or ratio-
nalising their scope to focus on
finished consumer products. He
also recommended subjecting
proposed QCOs to risk-based
assessments byan Inter-Minis-
terial Group (IMG), rather than
leaving decisions solely to sec-

require an exceptionally strong.
and sustained acceleration in
growth,” which will “become
increasingly difficult as the
economy expands and the base
becomes larger,’said Alexandra
Hermann Prasad, a London-
based economist with Oxford
Economics.

Data on Monday will likely
show the economy expanded
7.3% last quarter from a year
ago, slowing from 7.8% in the
previous three months.
Growth below 8% could leave
India vulnerable to the so-
called middle-income trap,
where rising wages erode a
country’s low-cost advantage
before productivity and skills
improve enough to compete
with richer economies.

And the distance to high-
income status is stark. India’s
per-capitaincomewas $2,813
in 2025 and would need torise
oversixfold toaround $18,000
by 2047 to cross that thresh-
old,according to Lahiri.

Experts

expert warned that broadly
diluting QCOs could harm the
domestic ecosystem.Local com-
panies that invested heavily in
R&D, manufacturing,and test-
inglabstomeet thesestandards
would face unfair competition
from cheaper imports, ulti-
mately discouraging further
domesticinvestmentand deep-
eningimport reliance.

High-tech & MSMEs
bear the brunt

High-tech sectors—includ-
ingelectronics,medical devices,
automotive components,robot-
ics,and telecom—rely on spe-

semiconductor semiconductor, EV, rail and toral ministries, to betterevalu-
equipment HVDC projects ate their impact on manufac-
turing pply chains.

Industry rep ives

lead fQCOsinthe  tions forc importing  mentsh onsider  600. The increase came with- ~ argue that such an approach

affect their The fig-
ure jumped to 92.3% for gen-
eral-machinery firms and
76.8% for transportation-
equipment makers, with most
describing the impact as “seri-
ous”or “veryserious.”

Arecent report by the High
Level Committee on Non-

steel sector and alternate com-
pliance routes in sectors like

components for use in new
semiconductor plants, EV facto-
il high-vol

risk-based exemptions and a
fast-track mechanism for such

toys, Personal Equip-

ries

3 Presldent, India

ment (PPE), air conditioners,
compressors, footwear, furni-
ture, hinges,and domestic elec-
trical appliances. However, the
larger question raised by it

age direct current (HVDC) pro-
jects and other advanced
manufacturing facilities.

“The issue is not about BIS
certification; it is about the

Financial y Reforms
headed by former Cabinet Sec-
retary Rajiv Gauba acknowl-
edged thatasignificant number
of QCOsapply to inputs feeding
into downstream production—
astance at odds with interna-
tional standards. The report did

An industry executive said
QCOs are difficult to navigate
because the same component
can be classified as a finished
product in one industry but be
usedasanintermediateinputin
another. This creates complica-

time and duplica-
tion involved. These specialised
semiconductor manufacturing
equipment already meet glob-
ally accepted standards for
safety, quality and reliability,
and carry certifications recog-
nised worldwide. The govern-

epapenﬁnancialexpress.con.’ ‘

outa corresponding increase
in testing infrastructure.
Mostof these 600 products

are ds,inputs

Association (IESA) Ashok Chan-
daksaid.

Proliferation of QCOs
According to research by
Prerna Prabhakar, a fellow at
the Centre of Social and Eco-
nomic Progress (CSEP), QCOs
surged from 88 in 2019 toa
peak of 790 last year before
recent relaxations brought
down the count to roughly

and capital goods and some of
the products that have been
given relaxation would still
require some kind of govern-
ment approval for imports,
shesaid.

An analysis by Prabhakar
showed that 40%of QCOsarein
themetalsector,21%inmachin-
eryand electronics, 9.2% n tex-
tiles, 6.8% in chemicals and
5.6%in plasticorrubber. Major-

CHENNAI/KOCHI

could prevent ministries from
imposing certification require-
ments without adequately
assessing theirimpact on man-
ufacturing costs, imports and
supply chains.

Specialised semiconductor
equipmentsuchaslithography,
deposition, etching, cleaning,
metrology and inspection sys-
tems could be considered for
risk-based waivers, as these
machines are already deployed
globally and carry recognised
certifications,” Chandak said.

However, another industry

cialised, | global
inputs, making them the
fiercest criticsof QCO protocols.
Foreign suppliers often refuse
mandatory BIS physical factory
audits and high certification
fees, especially when India rep-
resentsaminormarket share.
AccordingtoAjay Srivastava,
founder, Global Trade Research
Initiative (GTRI), these open-
ended procedures risk turning
quality assurance into a costly
licensing regime. Heciteda Viet-
namese screw manufacturer
that spent ¥60 lakh on testing
and inspections but still awaits
afinal decision after overayear.
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Succession by scramble

Jagdishan’s exit is graceful; the board’s
failure to plan for it is not

ASHIDHAR JAGDISHAN'S DECISION not to seek a third term

at the helm of HDFC Bank, announced on Saturday, has the

outward form of a graceful exit. The board says it tried to per-

suade him to stay and that he would not be moved. He retires
on October 26, two months from now, after sixyears as managing direc-
tor and chief executive. On paper, this is the kind of voluntary, calen-
dar-bound departure that well-run institutions are supposed to pro-
duce. The trouble is that nothing about HDFC Bank’s year has been
orderly, and the timing makes it hard to read this as a purely personal
choice.Asrecentlyas March, Jagdishan told an interviewer he was“will-
ingand raring to go”foranother term. Between that statement and Sat-
urday’s filing lies a bruising stretch: the abrupt resignation of chair-
man Atanu Chakraborty over practices he said conflicted with his
personal ethics; an external legal review that found nothing to sub-
stantiate his concerns; and an internal inquiry into the bank’s dealings
with a state public sector undertaking that concluded the episode
amounted to overreach rather than malfeasance, yet still ended with
warning letters and token penalties for three senior executives, includ-
ing the chief executive. Add a share price that has fallen more than a
quarter thisyearand touched a 52-weeklow days before the announce-
ment,and the picture is of a leader who chose to leave before the board
orthe regulator had to decide whether it wanted him.

That maywell be the right outcome. But it exposes a failure of process
that shareholders should not wave through. The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) expectslenders toapply fora chief executive’s reappointment, or to
submit fresh names, six months before the incumbent’s term ends. For
Jagdishan, that deadline passed in April. Three years ago, the board had
cleared his current term with seven months to spare. This time, manage-
ment wasstill describing succession as unfinished business on the earn-
ings call the very day he bowed out. A bank of this size, with an interim
chairman whose own tenure has had to be extended by the RBI, has now
given itself eight weeks to identify, vet, and secure regulatory approval
foranew CEO. That is not fast-tracking; it is scrambling,

None of this diminishes what Jagdishan achieved. He steadied the bank
in the long shadow of Aditya Puri,absorbed the RBI’s digital embargo in
his first years,and executed the enormously complex merger with HDFC
Ltd,among the largest in Indian corporate history, without the balance-
sheet accident many had feared. The deposit-led recalibration that fol-
lowed was unglamorous and, on the numbers, largely successful. The
board is right to record its appreciation of his substantial contribution to
the bank, which he joined three decades ago as a finance manager. How-
ever,good leadership is sometimes about recognising when the interests
of the institution are better served by making way.

Thelesson lies elsewhere. Private banks in India are widely held; there
is no promoter to steady the ship when the captain steps off. The board
and the regulatorare the only guarantors of continuity,and this board let
the succession question drift through a year in which every signal sug-
gested it could not afford to. Investors have absorbed enough surprises
from HDFC Bank this year. They deserve,at minimum, a transition thatis
planned rather than improvised.

» THE HUMAN FACTOR

The complaint that
never retires

AFRIEND IN Mumbai recently :“Gen rig-
gerwarning before receiving feedback" He isa Baby Boomer,. andhewas chuckling. 1
didn’t have the heart to remind him that in 2013 TIME magazine put his children’s

generation onitscoveras“The Me Me Me "—entitled, tech-ok: d,nar-
cissistic. Northat in the 1970s,when he g ebell— Marin
Drive,Tom hadbrandedhislot theori ithsel

fulfilment to care about society. His own father, no duubt had opmmns about long
hairand Kishore Kumar.
g P

it turnsout,isahand-me-d

Y
theearly 1900s

inheritsit, vesitonthenext.
carried pi ints about idle, pi king youth. Gen X were slack—
ers; i vflakes,and GenZ,

want to discuss their feelingsand leave at 6 pm sharp ascandal ina countrywhere

sittingatyour desktill theboss Giveit

15yearsand GenZ willbec that G Beta refuses to
answer their neu.ral unp]ants afterwork haurs

pdoing this?P p.mummL days”effect:

o insttheirown theywere

[y P
once23 dueless,and convinced theworld owed theman Lmeresnng life. Memory is
aflattering editor. The undewho despaus ata Gen Z hire “job-hopping” has quletly

yof

his own father’s loud objections, because the salarywas
betterand the office had air-conditioning.

There’s ego in it too. Admitting the young might be
adapting sensibly toa changed world means admitting
our expertise has a shelf life. It is more comforting to
conclude they are broken than that we are becoming
obsolete. And so the Instagram reel becomes proof of
narcissism rather than what it mostlyis — the response
of people handed a camera, an audience, and an algo-

SHYAMAL
rithmatage12.
MA’ U M DAR But—and herebothsides must leanin — the young

hyamal.majt arenotbl inthis Every
SXpressindla-con arrives convinced it has invented authenticity,
burnout, and the critique of hustle culture. Ayoung
Bengaluru techie recently explained “quiet quitting”to her father with the solem-
nity of Newton unveiling gravity. Her father, who spent the 1990s in a PSU per-
fecting the art of the extended lunch and the strategically placed files, listened
with remarkable restraint.
Thetruthisthat each cohortisa product of its circumstances. Thegeneration that
queucd for Bajaj scooters and telephone connections chased security because it had
dbythe 2008 crash India’s ITdream matured,
redefined success as meaning rather than the corner office. Gen Z, raised on precar-
ity, climate anxiety,and a phone that never sleeps, negotiate boundaries because
nobody else will do it for them. Traits read as moral failure are usually rational

responses to the hand dealt.
So,0! foreachside.Eld bef e checkwhether
h intwas once filed you.Italmost always was — possibly by

agrandparent who considered your Maruti 800 an extravagance. Youngsters: the
greying colleague across the table survived licence raj, liberalisation, Y2K, and
demonetisation. Some of that scar tissue is wisdom,and mining itis cheaper than
acquiring yourown.

Opinion

UGAR PRICES HAVE spiked
sharplywithinweeks.Theall-
India modal retail price
climbed from around
T45/kg on July 24 to about
365/kgbyAugust 24,anincreaseof nearly
449%.The government is blaming traders
and millers for hoarding and is threaten-
ing them with strict action. While specu-
lative behaviour may have amplified the

resilient

©® FROM PLATE TO PLOUGH
SELF-SUFFICIENCY IN FUEL MUST STRENGTHEN, NOT UNDERMINE, INDIA'S FOOD SECURITY

Food vs fuel: Time to recalibrate

Respectively Distinguished Professor and
Research Assistant at ICRIER

® ECONOMIC RESILIENCE

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman

By continuously keeping track of global
uncertainties while understanding India's
own requirements, we have managed to stay

of maize is by raising its productivity.
Would India allow genetically modified
‘maize,which drives USyields?

The third response could be either to
directly import ethanol, when domestic
supplies are putting pressure on food
prices, or reduce the blending from 20%
to15%orso.

The deeper lesson is that India’s
ethanol programme needsarethinkand

rec ion.We need to know what is
the net energy balance with different
feedstocks. Instead of rigidly allocating
ethanol from sugar, rice, or maize, oil
marketing companies could have
greater flexibility to choose the most
economical source, subject to safe-
guards for food security, farmers, and
the environment. The government
should focus on strategic buffers and

spike, the deeperrealityisatighteningof | ingwith food markets. festival season.The g
supplies just before the festival season. Thetimingis parumlarlydnﬂicult.The duty on refined sugar 61 DO%) must be

Three pressures on the supply side fest uv.umuu typi- slashed to zero orjust 5%.
seem to have caused a “perfect storm”. callyrises -ane Tt d idbetotem-
First,opening stocks in the current sugar supplies will not arrive in significant porarily alter the ethanol feedstock mix.
year(Octo’* ptember) were signifi- il mid-October. Tt S based ethanol should i

etric tolast must therefore rely on existing stocks for reduced, with greater use of alternative

year(8 MT).The lower carry- over stocks many more weeks. Thin inventories are feedstocks. The FCT is overflowing with
reflected weak in iy thus pushing sugar prices, which may go rice stocks, far in excess of buffer norms.
season and left little room to ahsorb even higherifaction s not taken. The government can allocate more ﬁmn
another supply shock. Inamoreopen economy, these stocks and

Second, ionin 2025-26 p ion shortfall would theuseof sugarforethanol.
fell short of expectations. The nitial esti- | normally be corrected Bring in enough But the FCI must charge
mate was around 34.3 MT, but the gov- through price signals, trig- sugar to rebuild the ethanol plans at least the
ernment has now revised it to 30.6 MT, geringimportsand changes K hi procurement price of rice, if
citingdamage from red rot, top borer, etc. inconsumption. But Indla s stoc| cu's. '°n.' notits full economiccost.
Around 27.35 MTof sugarhad been pro- | sugarsector porarily shift Maizeis thebest option
ducedby]une,implying thatanother3.25 regulated: sugarcane pric-  ethanol away from  asa feedstock for ethanol,
MT would have to be pmduce;{ durm.g ing, sugar sales, imports, sugar, use FCI asitisnota water-guzzler
July-September to reach the revised esti- exports,and ethanol feed- . Krwh likerice orsugarcane/sugar.
mate. Yet, production during these three stock allocation, etc. are grams only when The government is already

months averaged only around 0.38 mil-
lion metrictonsover the previous six sea-

decided bythegovernment.
When (he govemment is

sons.Weexpecta further revi-
sion of sugar production to 28-29 MT.
Third, the ethanol programme
diverted about 2.75 MT of sugar even
when supplies were tight. An important
issue is that ethanol blending has pro-
gressed much faster than the supplies of

remained

largely stagnant for years, reaching only
1.53%in 2013-14,beforeaccelerating to

tep of the
sugar/ethanulvaluecham,n
must also account for the
resulting spike in sugar
prices. lt isa c[assw case of

there is a genuine
surplus, and retain
imported ethanol
as a safety valve
—

using maize as a primary
feedstock for ethanol.
Although maize produc-
tion has been growing
rapidly overthelast decade
or so, our productivity lev-
elshoveraround 3.5 tonnes

policy fail

per hectare, way below in the US (11
furtherusefor

The govcrruuun P farhas
beentoallow 1 MT of duty-free rawsugar
imports.Wefeel thisis toolittle,toolate.If
we have to tame inflationary expecta-

around 5% by 2019-20 and
20% in 2025-26. Feedstock supplies
couldnotk pacewitht

2 POy

tions, our ions suggest the gov-
ernment needs toimport at least 3-4 MT
of refined sugarand increase supplies in
the open market before and during the

ethanol without commensurate increase
in pmductlon will put pressure on prices
of inturnof poultry: eggs,

food-security ds,and not man-
age every feedstock allocation.
The unmedlate[esponse isclear:bring
cush-
ion, mmpomnly shift ethanol away from
sugar, use FCI grains onlywhen there isa
genuine surplus, and retain imported
ethanol as a safety valve. Maize-based
ethanol would save water and be more
benign to the environment, but we need
to invest more to raise its productivity.
India’s ethanol programme has made
major strides,and going from 5% blend-
ing in 2019-20 to 20% in 2025-26 is
placinga huge demand forits feedstocks.
Overall, fuel self-reliance should never
force a choice between food and fuel.
Atmanirbharta in fuel must strengthen,
notundermine, India’s food security; food
must remain the higher-order priority.
We hope the Modi government will
do a 360-degree evaluatwn of its
ethanol its

and milk as it has been the main feed.
Thus, shifting from sugarto rice or maize
doesnoteliminatethe food-fuel trade-off.
The only way to generate large surpluses

policy designso that it does notpushup
food prices.

Views are personal

Don’t mess with markets

The US treasury secretary has justified his intervention in

STEPHEN S ROACH

Faculty member, Yale University, and former
Chairman, Morgan Stanley Asia

currency & bond markets by arguing they aren’t providing
a fair signal of economic fundamentals, but they are

INTE INFINANCIAL.

afool’s game.And yet many seem inca-
pable of internalising that lesson. So it is
with US Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent,
as he seeks to manipulate currency and
bond markets.

Bessent has the most consequential
marketsin his crosshairs.In targeu‘ng the
foreign-exchange market, heisgoingafter
thewonld’slargestand mostliquid financ-

ialmark

turnover 4%ofdailynetyen
trading), while the support measures for
long-dated bonds is equivalent to only
about 0.1% of the market per quarter.
Bessent has hinted that there could be
more to come, but without meaningful
policy changes by the US Federal Reserve
or the Bank of Japan, the impact of tiny
interventions in huge markets will likely
be negligible,

famously did when he bet against the
British pound in 1992.

Bessent, who worked for Soros at the
time of his famousaattack on sterlingand
was part of the team that planned it, may
be guilty of conflating today’s circum-
stances with those more than 30 years
ago.Fond memories, however, often mis-
lead today’s compasses.

As for Bessent's intervention in the
bond market, there is a slight twist. The

forInter- There ls a myth that, in the 1980s,
national latest trienni d currency intervention was Treasury has notonly pledged toincrease
vey, over-the-counter foreign-exchange decisive in addressing buybacks of long-dated
turnover reached $9.6 trillion perdayin ~ ext inthevalue bonds, but also has indi-
April 2025. Daily trading volume in  of thedollar,which was too . cated a willingness to issue
Bessent’s other target, the $31.5 trillion  strong in the mid-1980s What strikesme  ,re short-term securities.
US Treasury market (the world’s largest ~ and too weak a few years about Bessent's This is not a formal “Opera-
individual securities market), currently later. But the Plaza Accord, role in Trump's tion Twist” like those
averagesabout $1.2 trillion. the agreement reached by administration of orchestrated by the Fed in
Bessent somehow heheves that he the then-G5 in September N 1961and 2011-12 as part
thanmarket 1985 toweaken the dollar,  SYCOPhantsishow  ofa conscious effort to flat-
theJapaneseyenshouldbestronger(and, ~ came fully seven months ~ dramatically he has  ten or tilt down the yield
by inference, the dollar weaker) and that ~ after kpeaked. h dfromthe curve.Again, the best that
long-term US interest rates should be lo- The nextjoint intervention, man | first metiin can be said of the current
wer. Accordingly, in partnership with Ja- the LouvreAccord, followed . operation is that it may be
pan’s finance ministry, Bessent interve- in Febnlary1987 aimed at the mid-1990s an attempt to signal a
ned ingyenon July31. ing international cu- change in debt manage-
While the scale of the yen purchases was rrency marketsafterthedo- ment that might lead toa

not disclosed, a photograph of Bessent’s
to-do list suggests that the United States
spent $5-10billion,with Japan reportedly
chipping in another $53 billion. A few
weeks later, Bessent announced an inc-
reased buyback of long-dated US Trea-

llar’s subsequent plunge in 1985-86. But
it came about a year and a half before the
dollarstarted bottoming outin 1989-90.

In otherwords, joint currency inter-
ventions by the major advanced econ-
omiies did not match up well with major

reductioninlonger-term financing costs.
The early returns in the currency and

have risen sharply.

If Bessent is following former Euro-
pean Central Bank President Mario Dra-
ghi’s 2012 motto and doing “whatever it
takes” (originally referring to the preser-
vationof the euro), heclearlyhasalot more
“whatever”todo.

What strikes me about Bessent’s role
in Donald Trump’s administration of
sycophants is how dramatically he has
changed from the man I first met in the
mid-1990s.Fora fewyears, Bessentwasa
regular attendee at Morgan Stanley’s
fabled Lyford Cay investment conference.
Hemoved on,andsodid . Wereconnected
atYale,where in 2011 he invited me to
speak at an undergradua(e seminar on
financial cri i one
of the residential colleges.

Bessent’s character has been trans-
formed in the political arena. Ayearago,1
questioned his willingness to support
many of Trump’s most outrageous eco-
nomic positions, on everything from tar-
iffs and growth to the integrity of the US
Bureau of Labor Statistics and the verac-
ityof the Yale Budget Lab.

Trump’s mendacity reminds me of
Zhao Gao,a famous eunuch of the early
Qin Dynasty (221-206 BC).According to

bond markets offer little enc
that Bessent’s interventions have made
much of a difference. Any momentary

suries that toabout
$32billion perquarter.

hiftsinf kets.While
the Plaza Accord piled onto a trend that

p
tradingvolumein thesevast markets.The

underway, the Louvre Accord
struggled to have any impact. Signifi-

combined yen intervention

cantly, notbreaktheback

about 0.6% of daily foreig; hange

of currency spect , as George Soros

HE EDITOR

NEET population

Apropos of "Gen Z's NEET factor” (FE,
August 29), the finding that 29.7% of
young Indians may be outside emp-
loyment, education and training is a
warning that deserves far greater
public attention. NEET youth are nota

; group, some are search-

The workplace does not need a generational war; it needs a trade
The old have context, the young have current software. Neither travels well alone.
And if all else fails, remember the great unifier: every generation believes the one
after it cannot draft a proper email — and every generation before it believes the
same about them.

ing unsuccessfully for work and some

lack affordable, credible training. India
cannot claim the benefits of demogra-
phic dividend if millions of young peo-

ple remain disconnected from both
learning and productive work. Adeg-
ree without employable skills, short-
term courses without placements,
and job portals without counselling
cannot solve this problem. The resp-
onse must start in schools. Vocational
education, digital literacy, financial
literacy, and communication should
be mainstreamed from the secondary
level. Colleges must build formal part-
nerships with local industry, MSMES

reversed.Theyen
remains weak, and rates on long-term
bonds are basically back to where they

the dollar ha: and

gold prices— possiblya new safe haven —

legend, Zk ruthless master of fac-
tual distortion. He even convinced the
emperor at the time, Qin Er Shi,and his
court that a deer was a horse. The 2026
version of Bessent seems more than will-
ing to embrace the deer as a horse. Mar-
ketsdon’tlike fables.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2026.
wwnw.project-syndicate.org

so that internships, apprenti

and work-integrated courses become
normal parts of education.

—Bal Govind, Noida

Bridge the gap

The 15.9% unemployment rate
among 15-29-year-olds, against 5.4%
overall, highlights the urgent need to
create more jobs. The growing NEET
population reflects limited avenues for
gainful employment. That 23.8% of

service providers, and public

loyed youth are grad and

is particularly worry-
ing. Employment incentives, labour
reforms, and financial support for job
creation must be strengthened. Youth
should acquire industry-relevant skills.
Industry and policymakers must work
together to bridge the education-
employment gap. Creating meaning-
ful jobs and opportunities is vital for
India's economic growth.

—PV Prakash, Mumbai
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Actions must match
words of RSS chief

who believes Muslims should be driven out of India cannot remain
a Hindu is not immediately at variance with a tradition of the

RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat's statements in New York that a Hindu

rigl
with possibi

ing organisation, for it has made similar noises pregnant
ities of multiple interpretations. What is important is how the

RSS and the Government of India which is ideologically connected to it

practise it back home.

Taken together, Mr Bhagwat's statements celebrate what is Indian and
has been established in the thought processes of most Indians: unity in
diversity. The RSS chief does not see diversity as an exclusive proposition
but complementary as he explains the idea. Diversity is a decoration of our
innate unity and has to be protected, he said while speaking at the Faith
Leaders’ Conference, which brought together speakers from Christianity,
Judaism, Hinduism and Islam.

Mr Bhagwat was at his

best when he

the concept:

“As I protect my own specific nature, 1 have to protect others as well.
Diversity is the rule of nature. Unity is the truth behind nature.” He

explained his thesi

s in the words of the sages who have advised their dis-

ciples for ages that all paths are leading to the same goal. Mr Bhagwat also

Mr Bhagwat had
once advised his
cadre not to go in
search of a shiviing
under every Muslim
place of worship but
that has not stopped
the trend. It remains
to be seen how his
words will be taken
by the RSS cadre.

recalled the fact that India had historically pro-
vnded shelter to people of different denomina-
tions who could not find safety elsewhere,
almost echoing Swami Vivekananda's speech at
the World Parliament of Religions more than a
century ago.

Those who have watched the RSS closely know
that the organisation does not uphold principles
of diversity. It has always espoused the theory
of cultural nationalism which, according to it, is
Hindu. Bunch of Thoughts, a compilation of the
speeches of M.S. Golwalkar, the most vocal face
of the RSS in its history, had listed the Muslims,
the Christians and the Communists as the inter-
nal enemies of the Indian nation, in that order.

He has his own reasoning to label them so, but that does not quite square

with what Mr

Mr Goyal goes to Tokyo

wooing wary Japanese

4 Sanjaya Baru

Bhagwat has told the world from the US.

The founding fathers of India were quite convinced that India is a union
of several cultures and the country can survive and succeed only if they
approved of each other, making a celebration of each of them. The
Constitution embodied that spirit when it made every effort to reflect
India’s diversity and provided for measures to protect them. The RSS, how-
ever, never supported the fundamental principles of the Constitution,

including federalism.

The Sangh and its affiliates, governments included, have been looking
for the possibility of dividing the people on religious lines, and not help
them find common cause; the latest being the controversy over ‘Vande
Mataram'. If the RSS has come to a better understanding of the idea of
India other than what it has held all through the nearly 80 years of India’s

Independence, then it must be welcomed.

Mr Bhagwat had once advised his cadre not to go in search of a shivling
under every Muslim place of worship but that has not yet stopped the
trend. It remains to be seen how his nuanced position that India belongs to
people of all religions will be taken by the RSS cadre. The proof of the pud-
ding, as they say, is in its eating and nowhere else.

A wake-up call for NCLT

lhe National Company Law Tribunal’s approval for a plan providing

I %6.25 crore to creditors and 225 lakh for process costs, against claims
stated in the proceedings at about 222,006.57 crore, appears to be set for

an imminent legal challenge. A day after HDFC Bank announced its decision
to appeal NCLT’s decision, Union Bank of India, Canara Bank and LIC

Housing Finance have joined suit.

The recovery plan secured 80.81 per cent of creditors’ votes, mostly consist-
ing of private lenders, exceeding the statutory threshold. However, the pro-
posed recovery of 0.03 per cent attracted wide criticism as it is exceptionally
low and makes a mockery of the Indian insolvency law.

Any business involves inherent risk. A business person employs people and
becomes an essential part of the economy, while taking the entire risk one-
self. As a result, insolvency law aims to protect a business person who
incurred losses by m'|kmg bona fide expenditures for the company.

Therefore, most lenders and th

T cannot reject a lender’'s demand for

serutiny, mclud.mg a forensic audn merely because the recovery plan has

secured overwhelming support.

The NCLAT also does not appear to have examined why the company’s net
worth, earlier showing vastly larger figures, collapsed to about 231.79 crore
now. The tribunal should also look into allegations that private lenders, who
approved the recovery plan, have connections with Essel Group chairman

Subhash Chan

The recovery plan has also become controversial because two-thirds of its
support came from lenders owned by Chandra's younger brother Jawahar
Goel. Five entities — Veena Investments, Direct Media Distribution
Ventures, World Crest Advisors, Lemonade Capital Advisors and Corpcall
Capital Advisors — have 61.78 per cent voting share in the committee of cred-
itors and voted in favour of the beleaguered plan.

T, therefore, must restrain itself from approving the recovery plan
merely on technicalities and proceed with caution. Otherwise, fraudsters will
come up in no time to make use of this loophole and loot the lenders.
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are living in inter

es. At a

o

L V) Sanjayovacha

he Union minister
for industry and
commerce, Piyush
Goyal, is known
for hype and
hyperbole. So it was entirely
understandable that he
would make much of a
muchness about leading the
biggest ever business dele-
gation out of India when he
landed last week in Tokyo.

“We will set up your hotels,
your restaurants for your
cuisine. We will have your
schools, colleges and hospi-
tals in India.” He told his
Japanese business audi-
ence, urging them to invest
in India. He added for good
effect, “And we will top it off
with a golf course.”

Mr Goyal is not the first
Indian minister to try
seduce Japanese business
into moving away from eas-
ier pastures in its neigh-
bourhood to what they view
as daunting India. Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi
tried. So did Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh. Indeed,
even Prime  Minister
Narendra Modi did. A
decade ago, he even appoint-
ed a Japanese speaking per-
son in the PM'’s office tasked
with the responsibility of
helping Japanese business
cut through Delhi’s infa-
mous red tape.

For a good half century
Indian governments have
been trying to get Japan to
invest more in India than it
has, of all places, in China!
Japanese companies have
invested a total of US$130
billion in China compared
to US$48 billion in India. In
2025 alone Japanese invest-
ment into China surged by
over 55 per cent, while in
India the comparable figure
was just over 10%.
Southeast Asian economies,
including Vietnam, have
been able to attract more
investment from Japan
than India.

Several factors continue to
contribute to India’s lower
profile in the minds of
Japanese investors. The
story is a long one and
begins in the 1980s when

Indira Gandhi managed to
persuade Osamu Suzuki to
invest in the iconic small
car project. [ tried to place
the history of the relation-
ship in perspective gather-
ing essays by distinguished
Indian and Japanese ana-
lysts in my book The
Importance of Shinzo Abe:
India, Japan and the Indo-
Pacific (HarperCollins,
2023). The fact is that from
the mid-1980s India has been
trying to attract Japanese
investment, with sporadic
bouts of success.

Prime Ministers Gandhi
and Yasuhiro Nakasone set
up an India-Japan Study
Committee  headed by
Manmohan Singh (then
deputy chairman, Planning
Commission) and the emi-
nent Japanese economist
Saburo Okita. They out-
lined a framework for
increased interaction
between both countries.
Through the 1990s several
‘Study Groups' arrived in
Delhi from Tokyo to exam-
ine investment opportuni-
ties in India and returned
home leaving behind a long
list of demands.

My friend the late Shoji
Ito, of Tokyo's Institute of
Developing  Economies,
used to be a regular member
of these study groups. Ito-
san was always candid.
Japanese investors find
China, Taiwan and South-
East Asia easier to do busi-
ness in than India. I would,
however, draw his attention
to the fact that while
Japan's ‘zaibatsi’ were still
‘studying’ India, South
Korea's ‘chaebol were mov-
ing in fast. By 1998
Hyundai's Santro had
begun to challenge Suzuki's
Maruti, Over the next
decade Korean brands
began edging out Japanese
ones across  several
markets.

India came back on to the
radar of Japanese corporate
boards only after Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe landed
in New Delhi in August 2007
to launch a new phase in the
relationship. Thanks to the

What is worrying for the opposition is that the

The assumption that
‘trade follows the
flag’, so to speak, that
business-to-business
relationships will
develop automatically
in step with
government-to-
government relations,
has often been proved
wrong

leadership of both Prime
Minister Abe and
Manmohan Singh there was.
a spurt in Japanese invest-
ment into India after 2006
and that enthusiasm was
revived after Abe's return to
office in 2012, with Modi tak-
ing charge in 2014. Japan
has been an important part-
ner for India, investing in
urban infrastructure, trans-
portation and a range of
industries.

However, India expects
more, wants more. This is
also because over the past
decade the growing strate-
gic partnership in the
spheres of defence and mili-
tary engagement, which has
strengthened the founda-
tions of the ‘India-Japan
Special Strategic and Global
Partnership’, has also gen-
erated greater expectations
in India. During the visit of

ime Minister Sanae
Takaichi to India in July the
two heads of government re-
affirmed their commitment
to ‘Advancing a Partnership
of Strategic Convergence
and Trust for Shared
Growth, Prosperity and
Resilience.’ Several
columns have been written
since on the growing strate-
gic convergence between
the two nations and how the
shadow of China's rise and
the confusion in
Washington DC  with
respect to US policy in the
Indo-Pacific have elevated
the importance of the
Japan-India relationship.

The problem, however, is
that there may be strategic
convergence within the
bureaucratic and political
establishments of two coun-
tries without a similar com-
mitment in corporate board
rooms. The assumption that
“trade follows the flag’, so to
speak, that business-to-busi-
ness relationships  will
develop automatically in
step with government-to-
government relations, has

The politics of Andhra Pradesh has been revolv-

often been proved wrong.
‘This is now visible across
many of India's external
relationships.

One key to opening more
Japanese doors to India is,
ironically, China. Part of
the problem for many
Japanese companies that
may wish to invest in India
is the latter’s constraints on
China. In a world of supply
chains and cross-border
business links Japanese
companies with links to
China have been wary of
Indian restrictions on doing
business with the latter.
Any easing of Indian
restrictions on doing busi-
ness with China could in
fact facilitate  greater
Japanese investment in
India.

A recent study by an
Australian  think tank,
Lowy Institute, reported:
“Politically and militarily,
Japan confronts China with
its toughest stance yet.
Economically and techno-
logically, however,
Japanese firms continue to
deepen their ties with China
through joint funds and
partnerships based in Saudi
Arabia, Switzerland, or the
UK. Japan is demonstrating
a form of nintai: a capacity
to absorb pressure while
maintaining economic flexi-
bility. ... Despite rising polit-
ical  tensions, major
Japanese firms are increas-
ingly adopting an ‘in China,
for  China" strategy.”
Perhaps India too needs her
own ‘nintai’.

The bottom line, however,
is the need for a change in
mindset in Japan. India is
still viewed as a difficult
place to do business in. The
attractions of the domestic
market are not in them-
selves adequate to attract
sizeable foreign investment.
India and Japan require an
‘Indo-Pacific’ strategy for

Dbusiness as
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DON'T POLICE DURGA

VHP's unilateral proclamation
that this year's Durga Puja
would be brahminical with a bar
on some meats and no azaan or
themes is too much outreach
and uncalled for, First of all, the
very rituals of Shaakt goddess
worship entails serving of meat
and alcohol. Then again, being
the greatest festival of Bengal
and sarbojonin in nature, the
puja should be kept open for all.
As an autumn festival, Durga
Puja is more cultural rather than
devout. So far the legacy at-
tached with this festival indic-
ates universal participation in
every stage, right from prepara-
tion to immersion. Bringing in-
junctions to disrupt this synergy
will vitiate its spirit. Any moral
policing here is unwarranted.
Chanchal Nandy
Durgapur

KAPIL'S APPEAL

INDIAN CRICKET legend Kapil Dev has
rightly emphasised the promotion of non-
cricketing disciplines. He was appealing to
the Telangana government to provide plat-
forms for budding golfers to nurture them

into champion material. That aside, disci-
plines such as athletics, football and bad-
minton suffer due to various factors.
Athletes suffer from substandard facilities,
especially in rural areas, where the talent is
immense. Most public schools lack stan-
dard-sized football grounds. Badminton
academies are located in urban hubs
Hyderabad and Bengaluru. It's imperative
for the government bodies to focus on other
sports to nurture players to compete in glob-
al events other than smckel.

S

Chonnai
WHO IS A HINDU?

LIKE Swami Vivekananda, Mohan
Bhagwat, the RSS chief, also spoke on
universal brotherhood on US soil at an
event in New York that gained atten-
tion followmg NYC maym Zohran

their ‘Free and Open Ind«r
Pacific’ strategy for defence
cooperation. This requires
more than a promise of
Japanese restaurants and
golf courses. There has to be
a meeting of minds at the
highest levels of business as
there appears to be at the
highest levels of govern-

Baruisa

Distinguished Fellow,
United Service Institution
of India and Takshashila

USCIRF's
demand fnr sanctions agamsl it. In his
bold but constructive message, he had
declared that expelling Muslims from
India is not Hindutva and that a Hindu
who wishes for a Bharat without
Muslims may not be a Hindu at all. He
emphasised more on the principle of
Vasudhaiva kutumbakam. Hope his
message is followed to end not only
wars but poverty, too, by all.
Sravana

Chennai
500 for the best letter of the
week goes to Jubel DCruz
(Aug. 24). Email:

l.com.

to back Mr Modi, as the Opposition did not have

resting
time when chips are down for
Narendra Modi, his foe-turned-friend
N. Chandrababu Naidu has come out
backing the PM for the fourth term, sending the
message that this time he is no longer the king-
maker in the NDA like during Atal Behari
Vajpayee's time but one ‘dutiful’ ally doing his bit
to boost up the alliance.

_ The Andhra Pradesh CM's sudden act of declar-
ing Mr Modi as the next PM after the 2029 polls is
inuanded to keep the BJP in good humour, know-
ing full well that the Prime Minister is the most
unpredictable person pehtlcally and could swing

ungs either way for him in Andhra Pradesh.
Like the PM, Mr Naidu, 76, has crossed the 75
mark and wants time to stabilise the TDP rule.
More prominently, to settle his son Nara Lokesh
politically. The fear of the future is making Mr

Naidu bend over backwards.
Mr Naidu's gesture is also aimed at sending a
message to the world's largest party that he is its

most prominent backer in the South among the
non-BJP parties in the NDA, a region that has
rentéamed a difficult one to crack for the saffron
outfit.

The sudden emergence of actor Vijay's TVK in
Tamil Nadu and the Congress’ easy victory in
Kelala polls, coupled with the grand old party

armgmhe gmpowerm Karnataka,
havc brought fresh challenges to Mr Modi and
‘home minister Amit Shah in the South.

+

surprise action of Naidu indicates that the BJP
has “pocketed” the AP CM like it did Nitish

Kumar earlier.

Both the leadm s, once leading figures of the
Opposmlm and detractors of Mr Modx have been

‘plucked by the BJP like ripe fruits’

In fact, both the TDP chief and the JD-U supre-
mo look like willing comrades of the BJP. It
appears that they have realised the nuisance
value and destructive power of the “bulldozer
BJP". “If you can't beat them, join them” looks
like the strategy of a hapless Naidu as well as

umar,

Mr Kumar was some time ago “persuaded” to
resign as the Bihar CM by a resurgent BJP, which
ms\alled its own man, Samrat Chaudhary, in his

It was a sort of bloodless coup performed by Mr
Modi and Mr Shah, as Mr Kumar, dubbed “Paltu

Ram” by his detractors, frequently changed sides
to remain the CM for a record 20 years

Mr Kumar has been ailing for some time and
has failed to install an effective second line of
leadership in his party. Despite him being
brought to the Rayya Sabha the JD-U chief has so
far remained a “mauni baba”, realising that
silence is golden in these ticklish times.

It also means that Mr Modi, knowing Lhe worth
of each person, has taken “ample care” of both
these non-BJP leaders, willingly forcing them to
fall in line.

ing around Mr Naidu and his arch-detractor, N.
Jagan Mohan Reddy of the YSRCP, for the past
decade. Earlier, it saw a tussle for power between
Mr Naidu and the late Y.S. Rajasekhar Reddy.
who was in the Congress. He is the father of Jagan
Mohan, who parted ways with the Congress and
marginalised the party since his dej re.

Though Jagan Mohan's sister is the state

Congress chief, she has not been able to make any
inroads in the Opposition space to establish the
Congress.
Chandrababu wants to complete his term with-
out any trouble, which could pave the way for his
son to succeed him. He cannot be friendly with
the Congress for obvious reasons, while a credi-
ble alternative to the BJP-led front is impossible
without the Congress. Therefore, the kingmaker
of a third front has no options but to remain with
the BJP bandwagon,

The ease with which Mr Modi has ruled since
the last Lok Sabha polls despite failing to get a
majority for the BJP is due to the fact that he has
taken sufficient care of both Mr Naidu and Mr
thu.mm without making much ado about any-

in;

Opposmon claims after the 2024 Lok Sabha polls
that the two leaders would play their game and
make Modi uncomfortable at the drop of a hat not
only were belied, but they also turned out to be
extra-loyalists.

On their part, TDP and JD(U) had no option but

+

the numbers to form the govt even if they Julned
the opposition camp. Besides. the TMC and AAP
were not ready to back a Congress PM.

Right or wrong, the in political circles is
that Mr Naidu is facing an anti-incumbency even

fore his half-term is over. He also wants to
ensure that the BJP remains on his side and does
not overtly or covertly help Jagan Mohan.

Mr Naidu’s other worry is the growing ambi-
tion of the Jana Sena chief and his deputy CM
Pawan Kalyan, the actor-turned-politician who
was instrumental in formulating the BJP-JSP-
TDP alliance in the 2024 polls that toppled the
Jagan Mohan Reddy regime. There have been
reports of a rift between the two leaders over the
seat-sharing in the local body polls.

‘When Jagan Mohan was the CM, he had put Mr
Naidu in jail in one case of corruption.
Political observers believe that it was not possible
without an apparent green signal from the
Centre,

‘The million-dollar question in the current polit-
ical situation is whether Mr Naidu would have
played 50 much on the front foot for Mr Modi if

e results of the bypolls in Bankipur in Bihar
and Datia in Madhya Pradesh, where the BJP has
faced jolts, were known as well as the extent of
political damage it has suffered in the wake of the
Jantar Mantar protests.

The writer is a senior journalist
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Realty player
Gaurs Group buys
35acre for 3700 cr

Realty firm Gaurs Group has
acquired three land parcels
totalling 35 acre in Sector 18
along the Yamuna Expressway
from ICICI Bank for around
2700 crore to develop residen-
tial projects. The acquisition
was made through an open
auction. The largest of the
three parcels measures 24 acre.
The company further said it is
settling pending dues, includ-
ing external development
charges (EDC) and farmer
compensation.

Indian Bank plans
100 new branches,
to add 2,500 staff

Indian Bank plans to open
around 100 branches this year,
mainly to expand its presence
in the central and western
parts of the country, its manag-
ing director and chief executive
officer Binod Kumar said.

The bank also plans to add
about 2,500 employees,
including specialist officers, to
support business growth and
replace retiring staff. “Last year
we opened 100 branches. This
year too we have similar

Centre broadens
fertilizer tracking
with new tools

The government on Sunday
said it is broadening a nation-
wide digital platform that
tracks fertilizer from produc-
tion to retail sale, adding tools
to link purchases with individ-
ual farmers' land records and
to monitor subsidy payments
more closely. The Integrated
Fertilizer Management System
(IFMS) already tracks more
than 14 crore Aadhaar-linked
buyers and over 2,50,000
retailers

Smartworks to
invest 2600 crore
this fiscal year

Smartworks Coworking Spaces
will invest around ¥600 crore
this fiscal in its existing and
upcoming centres as part of its
expansion plan to meet rising
demand for managed work-
space. Gurugram-based listed
realty firm Smartworks, which
has a portfolio of 16.9 million
square feet of office space
across 70 centres in 15 cities
across India and Singapore,
posted a total revenue of
"1,850 crore in 2025-26.
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HDFC Bank welghs Tata,
Bharucha for next CEQ

MUMBA! AUG. 30

HDFC Bank is likely to
consider deputy manag-
ing director Kaizad
Bharucha and chief credit
officer Jimmy Tata as its
two internal candidates
for the next MD and CEO,
following incumbent
Sashidhar  Jagdishan's
decision not to seek anoth-
er term.

The bank on Saturday
said Jagdishan will step
down as MD and CEO and
retire from its services at
the close of business on
October 26, 2026, after
completing his current
tenure. It said it had tried
to persuade him to recon-
sider; but he remained
firm on his decision.

HDFC Bank will fast-
track the selection of his
successor and is also look-
ing for an external candi-
date, in line with Reserve
Bank of India rules
requiring banks to submit
multiple names for the
CEO position. The
appointment will require
RBI approval.

Jagdishan, who has been
with HDFC Bank for near-
ly three decades, took over
as MD and CEO in
October 2020. His decision
comes less than two
months before his second

SBI GROUP PLANS TO
DIVEST 1% STAKE IN
NSE THROGH IPO

New Delhi, Aug. 30: State
Bank of India (SBI) and
its subsidiary SBI Capital
Markets plan to dilute up
to one per cent stake in
the  National Stock
Exchange (NSE) through
its proposed 230,000-crore
initial public offering

SBI will sell 0.65 per cent
Capital Markets
0.35 per cent, SBI
Chairman C.S. Setty said.

“We are participating in
that divestment. We pro-
pose to divest 0.65 per cent
and 0.35 per cent by SBI
Capital Markets because
both of us hold the stake.
So together, about 1 per
cent as a SBI group... it
could be less depending
on any other sharehold-
ers joining,” he said.

SBI currently holds 3.23
per cent in NSE, while
SBI Capital Markets owns
4.33 per cent.

Setty said there were no
immediate plans to mone-
tise stakes in other sub-
sidiaries.

Last month, SBI and its
foreign partner Amundi
diluted around 10 per cent
in SBI Mutual Fund
through a 29,800-crore
public offer, which was
subscribed 42 times. SBI's
holding fell to 55.46 per
cent from 61.76 per cent,
while Amundi's stake
declined to 32.56 per cent.

Setty also said SBI's
home loan portfolio is
expected to cross 210 lakh
crore in the current quar-
ter. SBI had crossed the 29
lakh crore-mark in home
loans in the last financial
vear and has a market
share of nearly 28 per
cent.

It has about 460 home
loan processing centres
across the country. — PTT

o Sashidhar
Jagdishan to
retire on
October 26,
2026.

e Jagdishan
decided not
to seek
another
term.

e Kaizad Bharucha is a key
internal candidate.

e He became Deputy MD in

TRANSITION PHASE

April 2023.

e Jimmy Tata is
another internal
candidate.

« HDFC Bank is also
looking for an
external
candidate.

@ New chief

executive officer

appointment will
require Reserve

Bank of Inid

aapproval.

term was due to end.
Bharucha, 60, joined
HDFC Bank in October
1995 and became Deputy
Managing Director in
April 2023. He joined the
bank’s board in 2014 and is
its longest-serving execu-
tive board member. Tata
has been i with

man would be a key factor
in the stocks upward
movement,” said Rohan
Mandora, banking analyst
at Equirus Securities.

Atanu Chakraborty, the
bank’s part-time chair-
man, resigned from the
buard in March. HDFC
inted veteran

the bank since 1994 in var-
ious capacities.

Analysts said the leader-
ship change could support
HDFC  Bank's stock,
which has been trading
near a 52-week low amid
concerns over corporate
governance and manage-
ment continuity.

“From a governance per-
spective, the announce-
ment that there would be a
new CEO and a new chair-

FP

ank
banker Keki Mistry as
interim chairman and
later appointed former

IAS officer and former
chief election commis-
sioner Rajiv Kumar as its
new part-time chairman
in June.

The bank has faced
scrutiny over alleged mis-
selling at its Dubai
International Financial
Centre branch, for which
it sacked some employees.

spump330919cr

into equities in August

RAVI RANJAN PRASAD
MUMBAI, AUG. 30

Foreign portfolio
investors (FPls) invested
about ¥ 30,919 crore in
Indian equities in August,
marking the second con-
secutive month of positive
flows and taking two-
month inflows to 51,119
crore.
Analysts attributed

the return to India’s
economic

resilience  amid
geopolitical chal-
lenges, stability in

the rupee and
improving  corporate
earnings.

“Amid the onslaught of
the trade war and the
West Asia conflict, the
Indian economy has
shown high resilience,
and corporate earnings
have come in better than
estimates. However, in a
global environment
shaped by higher US risk-
free rates( 10 year US bond
yield), earnings resilience
alone will not be able to
attract global investor
rather, it will be the vi
bility of higher growth for
longer that will attract
global investors,” said
Avinash Singh, deputy

head, research, Emkay
Global Financial Services.
Despite the recent
inflows, FPIs remained
net sellers of equities
worth 22,23,153 crore as of
August  28.  Analysts
expect the gap to narrow
towards the end of the
‘ear.
“During August, FPIs
bought ~equity worth
230,919 crore, of which
%18,791 crore was
through exchanges
and 212,128 crore
was through pri-
mary market and
others category. This
is the second month in a
row that FPIs have turned
buyers in India. The fac-
tors driving the FPI flows
into India are the reversal
of the chip trade, the sta-
bility in the rupee and

more importantly the
improving earnings
growth in India,” VK

Vijayakumar, chief invest-
ment strategist, Geojit
Investments, said.

Vijayakumar said for-
eign portfolio investors
have recently been direct-
ing more flows towards
mid- and small-cap stocks,
where growth and earn-
ings momentum are high-
er than in large caps.

Lenders challenge votes
backing Chandra’s plan

Five entltles faced objections over participation in creditors’ voting

FALAKNAAZ
WITH AGENCY INPUTS
MUMBAI AUG. 30

Several lenders are set to
challenge the National
Company Law Tribunal
(NCLT) order approving
Zee group founder
Subhash Chandra's per-
sonal insolvency repay-
ment plan, under which
creditors will receive Rs
6.5 crore against admitted
claims of 222,006.57 cr.

The plan amounts to a
recovery of about 0.03 per
cent of the admitted
claims, implying a haircut
of nearly 99.97 per cent for
creditors.

Public sector lenders
Union Bank of India,
Canara Bank and LIC
Housing Finance, along
with HDFC, are expected
to challenge the order
before the National
Company Law Appellate
Tribunal (NCLAT). HDFC
Bank is also considering
an appeal.

The lenders, which
together held 8.45 per cent
voting share, had opposed
the repayment plan. They
questioned the participa-
tion of five entities, alleg-
ing that they were associ-
ates or related parties of
Chandra and their votes
should have been exclud-
ed.

The entities are Veena
Investments, Direct Media

Distribution ~ Ventures,
World Crest Advisors,
Lemonade Capital

NUMBER MISMATCH [l b |

Admitted creditor claims is

10r322,006.57 cr

fit

C Bank
voting snare 1:6%

NCLT bench | LIC Housing
vl Ptfosed delivered a | Finance voting
together held repayment is SoliE vw%
61.78 per cent 6.5 crore. ‘  Objection was based on
Chandra said earlier HDFC | Union | their alleged status as asso-
figure of 23,992 cr 833“'; has Baqu of| ciates.
differed from 4,262 cr c'en{J 2; ‘l,r:)t;:g  Chandra announced an
aststIe :\730“":; were total | share | Instagram Live on
not included as they claims. | 0.76%. | Aug.31, from 9 am.

had neither voted for
nor against the repay-

ment plan.

Matter decided by third member Nilesh Sharma.

Advisors and Corpcall
Capital Advisors. Their
combined voting share
was around 61.78 per cent.

he plan was approved
with 80.81 per cent of the
votes.

NCLT third member
Nilesh Sharma, however,
held that the disputed
entities had not been
shown to satisfy the statu-
tory definition of an
“associate” under Section
79(2) (g) of the Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Code
(IBC). Their votes could
not therefore be excluded
merely on the basis of
allegations about their
relationship with
Chandra.

The case had reached the
third member after a split
verdict between Judicial
Member Ashok Kumar
Bhardwaj and Technical
Member Reena Sinha

Puri. Sinha Puri, who did
not consent to the plan,
had questioned the coj
duct of the resolution pro-
fessional and flagged pro-
cedural irregularities.
The lenders also raised
concerns over the claims
admitted from the five
entities. The NCLT order
recorded their contention
that Veena Investments is
controlled by Sushila Devi

Goel, wife of Jawahar
Goel, Chandra’s brother,
while  Direct  Media

Distribution Ventures and
World Crest Advisors are
its subsidiaries.

Canara Bank had also
sought a forensic audit,
but the request could not
secure approval because
of 115 minority voting
share

In a fresh statement on
Sunday, Chandra disputed
the impression that he

India ups petrol supply to
Russia as refineries get hit

FC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, AUG. 30

India has emerged as a
key supplier of pertrol to
Russia amid a surge in
Russian fuel imports fol-
lowing Ukrainian drone
attacks on refineries,
according to energy ana-
Iytics firm Vortexa.
Russia’s seaborne petrol
imports surged to a record
around 125,000 barrels per
day (kbd) in August,
equivalent to a projected
4,70,000 tonnes for the
month, as repeated
attacks on its refineries
disrupted domestic fuel
production, Vortexa said.

India's purchases of
Russian crude oil also hit
a record high as the con-
flict in the Gulf squeezed
supplies  from  other
sources.

“India imported more
than 2.6 million barrels

per day of Russian crude

in June and July, up from

a low of 1 million bpd in

February and accounting

for more than half of the

u try’s crude imports,”
d.

Trade sources said fuel
exported to Russia may
have been made from
Russian crude. Indian
refiners supplied as much
as one million barrels of
petrol in last two months.

The supplies mainly
came from the Vadinar
refinery in Gujarat, oper-
ated by Nayara Energy,
which is half owned by
Russia’s Rosneft, the
sources said.

Since 2022, India has
turned to Russia to meet a
bulk of its crude oil
requirements, with crude
being the raw material for
fuels such as petrol and
diesel.

Russia, one of the
largest crude exporters,
has had to import petrol
after Ukrainian drone
attacks on its energy
infrastructure led to a
drop of up to 70 per cent in
domestic production. This
has triggered a supply
crunch, forcing Moscow to
import petroleum prod-
ucts while continuing to
impose restrictions on
fuel sales.

Turkey and Morocco
also supplied pertol to
Russia in  August as
Moscow grappled with a
mismatch between domes-

tic fuel supply and
demand, according to
Vortexa.

Parliamentary panel flags staff shortages at ITAT

New Delhi, Aug 30: A
Parliamentary committee
has recommended timely
and continuous filling of
vacancies in the judicial,
registry and support
cadres of the Income Tax
Appellate Tribunal
(ITAT), saying staff short-
ages are affecting hearing
schedules and case dispos-

al.

The Standing Committee
on Law and Personnel, in
its report on the function-
ing of tribunals in the
country, said the Income

BFSI leads GCC office space
absorption demand in 2026

RAVI RANJAN PRASAD
MUMBALI, AUG. 30

The banking, financial
services and insurance
(BFSI) sector emerged as
the leading occupier of
commercial real estate,
accounting for 7.32 mil-
lion sq ft of transactions
in the first half of 2026,
according to  Knight
Frank India.

BFSI occupiers set up 70
per cent more global capa-
bility centres (GCCs) in
H1 2026 compared with
the year-ago period, with
transaction volumes ris-
ing from 4.31 million sq ft
in H1 2025.

“BFSI has contributed 36
per cent of the overall 20.6

+

mn sq ft of GCC transac-
tion volumes across lead-
ing eight cities in the
country,” said Knight
Frank India, a real estate
consultancy firm.
Demand across non-tech
service sectors also
gained momentum, rising
16 per cent year-on-year to
5.10 million sq ft in H1
2026 from 4.41 million sq ft
in H1 2025, indicating
diversification in the
office leasing market,
Knight Frank India said.
Office absorption by
manufacturing entities
contracted marginally to
4.05 million sq ft in H1
2026 from 4,67 million sq ft
in H1 2025, the report fur-

ther said.
oo ©

Tax Appellate Tribunal
(ITAT), which was set up
in 1941 and often regarded
as the 'mother tribunal',
has a sanctioned strength
of 126 members, including
the president and 10 zonal
vice-presidents,

However, as of May 1.
2026, 98 members were in
position. Further, recruit-
ment has been completed
for 16 more candidates.

Vacancies in other key
positions, including the
Registrar and supporting
staff, are also affecting

case management and
administrative emclen(y
“The Committee is of
the view that the efficien-
cy of ajudicial institution
depends not only on the
availability of Members
but also on the adequacy
of registry, administrative
and support staff.
“Vacancies at various
levels adversely affect
scheduling of hearings,
preparation of records,
court proceedings, admin-
istrative supervision and
overall case disposal,” i

said in the report.

ommends that per mdl;c

t that all
vacant posts of members
in the tribunal be filled in
a “timely and continuous”
manner so that the institu-
tion is able to function at
its optimum capacity.

“Vacancies at various
levels adversely affect
scheduling of hearings,
preparation of records,
court proceedings, admin-
istrative supervision and
overall case disposal,” it

said.
“The committee also rec-

under!aken to evaluate
staffing requirements
across judicial, registry
and support cadres and
that vacancies be filled
proactively so that admin-
istrative constraints do
not impede the eﬂ" ient
delivery of justice,” said
the report titled 'Review of
functioning of tribunal
system in the country’.

It also recommended to
accord priority to physical
infras of ITAT. —PTIT

NEW | ROLE | Mission to study dark matter and distant planets begins

SpaceX launches new telescope

Texas, Aug. 30: SpaceX's
Falcon Heavy rocket
launched NASA's $4.3-bil-
lion Nancy Grace Roman
Space Telescope from Cape
Canaveral, Florida, on
Sunday, begmnm; its five-
to 10-year mission to study
the universe.

The rocket lifted off at
7:26 am local time, putting
the telescope on course for
an orbit about 1 million
miles from Earth. It is
expected to begin observa-
tions as early as December,
with the first images due
in 2027,

Roman will study dark
matter and dark energy, as
well as exoplanets beyond

our solar system. Its wide-
field camera can view an
area 100 times larger than
Hubble's, while its
infrared instruments will
allow it to scan the sky
much faster.

“It can map the sky about
1,000 times faster than
Hubble can,” Kristen
McQuinn, head of the
Roman mission office at
the Space Telescope
Science Institute, said
before the launch.

The telescope also car-
ries a  coronagraph
designed to block starlight,
potentially allowing scien-
tists to image faint exo-
planets orbiting nearby

stars.

Roman was first con-
ceived in the early 2010s
and faced cost increases
and attempts to reduce its
scope. A proposed cancel-
lation in 2018 was blocked
by Congress, while a 2025
budget proposal initially
provided no funding for
the mission before funds
were included in the final

1

request.

The telescope is named
after Nancy Grace Roman,
NASA's first chi
astronomer and  first
female executive. It will
spend the next few months
travelling to its destina-
tion and undergoing
instrument checks before
science operations begin.
The spacecraft will then
start a detailed survey of
the sky, with scientists
hoping its observations
will provide new evidence
about the forces shaping
the universe and help iden-
tify planets beyond the
solar system.

— Bloomberg

owed 222,000 cr. According
to his statement, lenders
listed in the proceedings
had disbursed about
24,808 crore to borrowers,
of which 3,803 crore had
been repaid, leaving an
outstanding balance of
about ¥998 crore. Against
this, claims of 5,311 crore
were filed against the per-
sonal guarantor.

After settlements and
payments of 21,049 crore,
the remaining claims
stood at 34,262 crore, he
said. Chandra said the dif-
ference between the out-
standing borrowing and
claims required reconcili-
ation between lenders and
borrowers.

Chandra said substan-
tial borrowings from for-
eign and domestic funds,
NBFCs and corporates
were being settled or were
backed by assets.

HNGIL SENDS DEFAULT
NOTICE TO BIRA 91
OVER 1.7 (RDUES

New Delhi, Aug 30:
Hindusthan National
Glass and Industries
(HNGIL) has served a
default notice on B9
Beverages, maker of Bira
91 beer, over alleged non-
payment of ¥11.77 crore
and plans to approach the
National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT).

HNGIL, an operational
creditor, issued the notice
under Section 8 of the
Insolvency
Bankrumcv Code (IBC)
seeking payment for more
than 51 lakh customised
650-m1 amber glass bottles
manufactured  against
three purchase orders.

The bottles are lying at
plants in Bahadurgarh,
Puducherry and Rishra
and carry B9 Beverages'
branding, making them
unsuitable for sale to
other buyers.

Accor dmgly, the amount
claimed includes <7.03
crore for the bottles and
%1.12 crore in storage
charges. —PT1

AMRUTANJAN
PLANS T0 ADD
CHEMIST OUTLETS

New Delhi, 30:
Amrutanjan Health Care
plans to expand its direct
distribution network to
one lakh chemist outlets
in FY27, fnl]nmng strong
growth in its pain man-
agement and women’s
hygiene categories,
according to its annual
report.

The company added
44,000 new chemist outlets
in FY26 and plans to
expand beyond its tradi-
tional strong markets in
south and east India,
Chairman and Managing
Director 8§  Sambhu
Prasad said.

“Our stated goal of
achieving 1,00,000 direct
chemist outlets will be
achieved in FY27, and we
wish to further increase
overall reach and avail-
ability of our brands
beyond our traditional
strong markets,” he said.

Pain management and
women'’s hygiene were the
main growth drivers in
FY26. T
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TAKE

H-1B shock: India must

look beyond America

Washington may keep changing the rules; India must
make sure its economic prospects are not
held hostage to them

The US Department of Homeland Security has proposed a

fresh $103,265 fee - nearly ¥99 lakh, rounded off to "a crore” —

on every H-1B petition subject to the annual cap. This is formal
rulemaking, not an overnight proclamation: it follows the

collapse of the $100,000 entry fee Donald Trump imposed last

September, which a federal court declared an unlawful tax in
June and which the First Circuit Court of Appeals refused to

revive on July 24 - precisely why Washington is now trying the

sturdier route of regulation. Unlike the original order, it would
also strike petitions from workers already inside the US —
students on F-1 OPT converting to H-1B, among others - a
group the first round had spared.

Nothing is final yet: DHS has opened a 30-day comment
window. But the direction is unmistakable, and it points at
India. Indian nationals take home roughly seven in ten H-1B

approvals every year, so the arithmetic lands hardest here. If the

older fee is eventually revived on appeal, alongside this new
one, an employer could face upwards of $200,000 per hire
before legal and relocation costs. For India’s $315-billion IT
services industry, the direct exposure is narrower than the
headlines suggest — Nasscom notes large Indian firms have
spent five years cutting H-1B dependence through local US
hiring - but onsite deployments, deputation-heavy delivery
models and thousands of individual careers still sit in the fee's
path.

The right response isn't outrage, which changes nothing in
Washington, but accelerating a shift already under way. India's
Global Capability Centres — over 2,100 of them, employing
more than two million people - are proof that high-value

technology work no longer needs an American zip code to serve

American companies. Every fee hike that raises the cost of

onsite deployment is, perversely, an incentive to shift that work

to Bengaluru, Pune and Hyderabad instead. New Delhi has
shown this can work: trade diplomacy already talked US tariffs
on Indian goods down from 50 per cent to 18 per cent in
February. The broader Bilateral Trade Agreement talks that
followed remain open - the right table for a rules-based

mobility chapter, rather than leaving skilled migration hostage

to proclamations that courts can strike down and Washington
can reissue within the same year. India is also not fighting
alone: twenty US states, the Chamber of Commerce and
healthcare-sector plaintiffs are already contesting the fee in
court, their interests aligned with India's for now.

The larger lesson concerns Trump’s method, not only this
measure. A one-year proclamation, struck down in court,
resurrected as regulation - a recognisable pattern now, one
India cannot build its economic strategy around. The answer is
redundancy: deeper trade and talent corridors with the Gulf,
Europe, the UK and Japan, so no mood swings in Washington
can unilaterally reprice Indian talent. Diplomacy should stay

steady and unshowy behind closed doors. But the real response

has to be structural, not seasonal - built once, not rebuilt after
every proclamation.

People carry an idol of Lord Ganesh to a ‘Pandal’ ahead of the ‘Ganesh

Chaturthi’ festival, in Mumbai, Maharashtra
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TIME TO PUT WARNING LABELS WHERE

CONSUMERS CAN SEE THEM

The Food Safety and Standards
Authority of India’s proposal for
prominent front-of-pack warning
labels on foods high in saturated
fat, sugar and salt is a welcome
step towards giving consumers
clearer information.For too long,
nutritional details on packaged
foods have remained buried in
small print that many consumers
neither notice nor fully
understand. A prominent warning,
particularly one using a clear red
symbol, could help people make
quicker and more informed
choices.The proposed labels—such
as “High Fat", “High Sugar” and
“High Salt"-would bring much-
needed simplicity to an
increasingly complex food
marketplace dominated by
packaged and ultra-processed
products. The move is particularly
significant at a time when concerns
are growing over diet-related

health problems.However, the

depend on its final design and
implementation. The warnings

social and educational

products will likewise require

renewed attention to the

that right meaningful.

Please send your letter to the info@dailypioneer.com.
In not more than 250 words. We appreciate your feedback.

effectiveness of the proposal will

must be clearly visible, based on
sound scientific thresholds and
understandable across different

backgrounds. Public awareness
campaigns will also be necessary
to explain what these warnings
mean.The proposed exemptions for
inherently high-fat or high-sugar

nutritional quality of packaged
foods. Consumers have a right to
know, at a glance, what they are
buying. Ciear warning labels can be
an important step towards making

careful scrutiny to avoid confusing
consumers.The Supreme Court’s
intervention has rightly brought

BHAGWAN THADANI, MUMBAI

Cash in hand, capacity in retreat?

As states commit ever larger sums to recurring transfers, a more difficult question is emerging: what happens to the long-term
investments that build human capability and public capacity? The debate must move beyond the simplistic contest between welfare
and “freebies” to examine whether today’s cash transfers are coming at the cost of tomorrow's schools, hospitals and infrastructure.

DEBDULAL
THAKUR

The argument over welfare in India is still
framed as a morality play: cash transfers are
either social justice or "freebies". That binary
misses the harder public-policy question. The
issue is not whether states should put money
directly into citizens' hands. It is whether
recurring transfers are beginning to compete
with the schools, health systems, nutrition
networks and infrastructure that make
welfare durable.

The numbers now make that question
unavoidable. The Economic Survey 2025-26
estimates that states will spend about %1.7 lakh
crore on largely unconditional cash transfers,
particularly to women, in FY26. PRS puts the
corresponding estimate at ¥1.68 lakh crore
across 12 states, up from only two states in
2022-23; six of the 12 budgeted for revenue
deficits. In individual states, these schemes

distress and give recipients agency in ways
that in-kind programmes sometimes do not.

are no longer marginal: PRS estimates they THE POLITICAL The policy error begins only when cash is
absorb 12.1 per cent of revenue expenditure ST ECGOI-II\IT(I):IgY\;/S D treated as a substitute for public capacity
in [harkhand, 9.2 per cent in Karnataka and RAI RWARD. rather than a complement to it.

Bhg% in Vge;lsr Bengg} in 2025»257, " A MONTHLY Therbe is some elvidince thit the (rfade-(')]ff
The trend has not disappeared in the newest RAN. HAS can become real. In Karnataka, PRS cites the
budgets. West Bengal has budgeted 236,000 1 SFER AN CAG’s observation that expansion of the
crore for Annapurna Bhandar in 2026-27-about IDENTIFIABLE guarantee schemes increased revenue
11 per cent of projected revenue receipts. BENEFICIARY, A expenditure and the revenue deficit, while
Madhya Pradesh has allocated %23,883 crore PREDICTABLE infrastructure spending in 2023-24 was
aide 26300 erore for Ladkl Bahin. TAMENT DATE AND Lo e vtne thar every transier
Karnataka'§ five guarantee schemes are bud- l\h//{ISviIéIDLIII}FT;/E crowds out every public investment. It
geted at 751,286 crore in 2026-27, roughly 12 . does show why the opportunity cost can no
per cent of expenditure excluding debt repay- A BETTER longer be dismissed as theoretical.

ment. These are large, politically salient and ANGANWADI The political economy is straightforward. A
often socially valuable commitments. But they NETWORK, A monthly transfer has an identifiable bene-
operate inside budgets that are already tight. FUNCTIONiNG ficiary, a predictable payment date and
That fiscal context matters. PRS notes that immediate visibility.

states collectively devoted 53 per cent of PRIMARY HEALTH Abetter Anganwadi network, a functioning

revenue receipts in 2023-24 to salaries, pen-
sions and interest payments, while outstand-
ing state debt remained about 27.5 per cent
of GDP in 2024-25. At the same time, the
average allocation across states in 2025-26
was about 14.5 per cent of expenditure for

CENTRE, MORE
TEACHERS OR SAFER
HOSTELS PRODUCES
BENEFITS THAT ARE
SLOWER, DISPERSED

primary health centre, more teachers or
safer hostels produces benefits that are
slower, dispersed and less electorally
legible. Governments therefore face a struc-
tural incentive to prefer welfare that can be
credited to a scheme over welfare embed-

education and 6.2 per cent for health. A rupee AND LESS ded in institutions.
committed recurrently to one purpose is ELECTORALLY The answer is not to prohibit transfers. It is
therefore a rupee whose alternative use LEGIBLE to make their opportunity cost visible.

deserves scrutiny.
This is not evidence that cash transfers are

state introducing or substantially

Every
e ding a large recurring cash pro-

inherently wasteful. The Economic Survey
cites estimates that such transfers equal 11-
24 per cent of monthly income for female
casual labourers and 11-87 per cent for self-
employed women across seven studied

The writer is Professor at
Department of Economics,
Director, Centre of Excellence (CoE)
for Public Policy, Sustainability,
and ESG advances research,
Alliance University, Bengaluru

gramme should publish a Social Investment
Displacement Statement with its budget. It
should show the scheme’s five-year liabil-
ity, financing source, beneficiary incidence
and measurable outcomes, while disclos-

states. Cash can smooth ¢ ion, reduce

education, health, nutrition, maintenance
or capital formation is being compressed.
It should also specify when the scheme will
be independently reviewed.

This would improve the debate because
“freebie" is an economic label pretending
to be an analytical category. Some transfers
may be powerful redistributive instru-
ments; others may become fiscally difficult
to sustain.

The distinction cannot be made from the
mode of payment alone. It requires evi-
dence on outcomes, fiscal durability and
what the expenditure displaces.

India does not have to choose between cash
and public services. Poor households often
need both. A welfare state should ultimate-
ly be judged not by how efficiently it trans-
fers money, but by whether it builds the
capabilities citizens cannot purchase indi-
vidually.

A bank transfer can reach a household. 1t
cannot by itself staffa school, prevent mal-
nutrition, run a hospital or build a function-
ing State.

Conclusion

The debate, therefore, is not about abandon-
ing cash transfers but about restoring dis-
cipline to welfare policy. Direct payments
can provide dignity, security and econom-
ic agency, especially to those living with per-
sistent vulnerability. Yet no transfer can
replace the public institutions on which
lasting social mobility depends. States
must make transparent what large recur-
ring schemes cost over time and what other

ing whether real per-capita spending on

investments they may constrain.

The horse that walks to the water

LUCKY
KULKARNI

AN )
2Nl) OPINION

There is an old proverb that says, "You can take a horse
to the water, but you cannot make it drink."

Over the years, | have often wondered if there is another
perspective to this proverb. Why do we need to take the
horse to the water in the first place? Perhaps we only need
to tell the horse where the water is.

Thenanother question comes to mind. Why do we even
need to tell the horse? Why can't the horse recognize its
own thirst, understand where the water is, and walk
towards it on its own?

This simple thought can separate employees who wait
to be led from those who learn to lead themselves.

Today's organizations are no longer looking for employ-
ees who constantly need to be reminded, pushed, super-
vised or motivated. They are looking for people with an

internal drive-individuals who naturally move towards
learning, solving problems, creating value and taking own-
ership without waiting for instructions.

Every organization hires people to perform a job. But
those who build exceptional careers go beyond merely per-
forming their roles. They embrace responsibility and take
ownership of outcomes.

People may join an organization at the same time, yet
their careers can take very different paths. Some become
managers, some emerge as leaders, while others remain
in roles similar to the ones they started with. What creates
this difference? Itis rarely intelligence or experience alone,
and certainly not only luck. One of the biggest differentia-
tors is attitude.

Organizations quietly observe behaviours that may never
appear on an appraisal form. Who takes initiative without
being asked? Who identifies a problem before it becomes
acrisis? Who remains accountable when things go wrong
instead of looking for someone to blame?

These are the people who tend to grow faster.

A self-motivated employee does not wait for apprecia-
tion before giving their best, a promotion before demon-
strating leadership, or instructions before solving a
problem. Their motivation comes from within.

They constantly ask themselves: "How can limprove this
process?” "How can | make my customer’s experience
better?""How can | support my team?""How can [ reduce
the organization's risk?" "How can | create more value than
what is expected from my role?"

These questions gradually shape exceptional careers.

Organizations certainly appreciate hard work, but they
ultimately value outcomes and the impact created.

The responsibility for career growth ultimately lies with
the employee. Managers can coach. Organizations can
provide opportunities. HR can design learning pro-
grammes. Leaders can create the right culture. But none
ofthese can replace an individual's personal desire to grow.

As an HR professional, | have observed that promotions
are not always earned by the most knowledgeable
employees. More often, they are earned by those who con-
sistently demonstrate ownership, accountability, depend-
ability, initiative and a willingness to solve problems beyond
their job descriptions.

The horse that recognizes its thirstand walks to the water
onitsown is unlikely to remain thirsty. Similarly, employ-
ees who continuously seek knowledge, responsibility and
opportunities without waiting to be pushed are less likely
to remain stagnant.

In today's corporate world, organizations are not
merely looking for people who can do a job. They are
looking for people who take responsibility, create value,
inspire trust and move forward on their own.

They don't just succeed. They become trusted with
greater responsibility.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Work permits and family stability

This refers to the news report, "US revives plan to end
work permits for some H-4 spouses” (August 30). The
proposed restriction on employment for H-4 spouses
could create considerable uncertainty for thousands of
families who have built their lives around the H-1B
system. Many H-4 spouses are qualified professionals
whose earnings contribute to household stability and
whose skills benefit the American economy. Denying
them the right to work may force families to depend
on a single income.

A balanced immigration policy must recognise these
practical realities. Rather than imposing a blanket with-
drawal, US authorities could retain work eligibility
subject to clear conditions, including recognised qual-
ifications, lawful employment and appropriate back-
ground checks. A transparent renewal mechanism
would also prevent sudden disruptions to careers.The
wider impact on sectors such as technology, healthcare
and education must also be considered. For Indian fam-
ilies, predictable rules are especially important, as many
H-1B workers spend years contributing to the US
economy while awaiting long-term immigration deci-

Compassion need not mean endorsement

Apropos the report, “BJP summons, reprimands MPs over
Sajjan Kumar house visit” (August 30), the reported rep-
rimand of three BJP MPs raises an important question about
the space available for personal judgment within politi-
cal parties.Sajjan Kumar was convicted in connection with
the 1984 anti-Sikh riots, and the BJP has consistently
demanded justice for the victims. The party is therefore
understandably sensitive about any gesture that could
be interpreted as sympathy for his political record or the
crimes associated with that tragic period.

However, offering condolences to a bereaved family
need not amount to endorsing the actions of the
deceased. Death is also a deeply personal and human
moment, and elected representatives may sometimes
choose to express sympathy without compromising their
political convictions.

Yet discipline should not extend so far that lawmakers
feel compelled to seek permission before visiting a griev-
ing family.Ifthe reported action is intended to enforce such
rigid conformity, it may create an unhealthy impression
ofunquestioning obedience. Strong political parties should
be capable of accommodating individual compassion

sions. Regulation is necessary, butit must be¢
proportionate and humane.
M JEEVA | CHENNAL

while firmly their principles and commitment
to justice.
SANJAY CHOPRA | MOHALI

The authoris a senior corporate HR leader,
writer and people strategist
Ared-letter day for Indian chess

R. Praggnanandhaa, the golden boy of Indian chess,
has given the nation another reason to celebrate. His
triumph at the Grand Chess Tour (GCT) is undoubtedly
a red-letter moment in the history of Indian chess.By
wresting the prestigious title from a formidable field
and emerging victorious at St Louis in the United
States, Praggnanandhaa has added yet another
remarkable chapter to his already extraordinary
career. Becoming the first Indian to achieve this
distinction is a matter of immense national pride.

For chess enthusiasts, the tense finale was a test of
nerves. The anxious moments and nail-biting finish
made the eventual triumph even more memorable.
When Praggnanandhaa finally sealed the crown, the
sense of jubilation among Indian chess followers was
immense.Having already achieved major success at
Norway Chess earlier this year, he has now added
another prestigious title to his growing list of
accomplishments. More importantly, his success
reflects the remarkable rise of Indian chess.This is a
proud moment for every Indian and especially for the
country’s vibrant chess community. May
Praggnanandhaa continue his brilliant journey and
bring many more laurels to India.

THARCIUS S. FERNANDO | CHENNAI
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From survey to consolidation:
Bihar’s next land reform

Bihar has already invested in aerial photography, digital cadastral mapping and a comprehensive Special
Survey. The next step should be to use that foundation to reorganise fragmented agricultural holdings

Biharis undertaking one
of India’s most ambi-
tious exercises in land
administration. Building
on comprehensive aerial
photography, its Special
Survey and Settlement is
preparing digital cadas-
tral maps, reconstructing
land records and
attempting to bring the
record, the map and pos-
session closer together.
That exercise is valuable
initself. Butitalso raises
alarger question - what should Bihar do once the survey
is complete? For consolidation, Bihar need no longer begin
with the expensive task of mapping the countryside afresh.
Much of that cadastral groundwork has already been done
through aerial photography and is now being converted
into settled digital records through the Special Survey. Bihar
would know much more precisely where every fragment
lies, while the fragmentation itself would remain. The
logical next reform, therefore, is consolidation of holdings.

Why consolidation stalled

Bihar enacted its consolidation law in 1956 with a simple
objective. Scattered parcels belonging to a cultivator were
to be reorganised into fewer, more compact holdings of
broadly equivalent value. Punjab and Haryana demon-
strated decades ago how consolidation could support
more efficient cultivation, irrigation, access and mecha-
nisation. Bihar, however, struggled to complete the
process. The first weakness was the absence of a reliable
cadastral starting point. Consolidation cannot work
unless the State knows with reasonable certainty what
land exists, who holds it, where the boundaries lie and
what rights attach to each parcel. Where old maps,
revenue records and possession diverge, re-allotment
begins on disputed foundations. The second was exces-
sive administrative discretion. Valuation, comparison of
parcels, adjustment of holdings and delivery of posses-
sion all depended heavily on individual judgment. The third
was an open-ended procedure. Objections led to appeals,
appeals to revisions and administrative decisions to writ
proceedings. The lesson is not that consolidation was mis-
conceived;itis that its institutional design was inadequate.

The Special Survey changes the equation

The earlier model effectively required the government
to discover the parcel and reorganise it almost simulta-
neously. Bihar need not do that again. The Special Survey
is creating the spatial and legal foundation for consoli-
dation by converting aerial photography, digitised cadas-
tral mapping and ground verification into updated
records. Targeted verification will still be necessary.
Irrigation, access, public infrastructure, orchards, struc-
tures, land use and other features affecting equivalence
between holdings may need field confirmation. But that
is very different from surveying the State afresh.

Thisis Bihar's great opportunity. The State has already
borne much of the cost and administrative effort of build-
ing the spatial infrastructure. Consolidation can become
the productive second use of that investment. The
sequence should now be clear: Special Survey and
Settlement, final digital map and record, consolidation
and re-allotment, and statutory closure. Bihar should not
spend years perfecting the map of fragmentation and stop
there. The map should become the starting point for
undoing fragmentation.

Consolidation for the Digital Age

The old machinery should not simply be restarted. Bihar
needsa new consolidation law and procedure designed
around today’s technological and administrative capac-
ities. Its first principle should be survey before consolida-
tion. No area should enter consolidation until its Special
Survey records have reached a sufficiently settled stage.

The second principle should be rules before discretion.
Land parcels are not interchangeable merely because they
have the same area. Land quality, irrigation, road access,
proximity to markets and other value-enhancing infrastruc-
ture, and permanent improvements all matter. These
factors should, as far as practicable, be translated into pub-
lished valuation parameters. Digital systems can then assist
in generating compact allotments, but the criteria must
be prescribed by law or rules rather than left to a vendor
or an individual officer.

AgriStack can add a complementary agricultural-data
layer. Its Farmers Registry, geo-referenced village maps

SINGH

BIHAR ENACTED ITS
CONSOLIDATION
LAW IN 1956 WITH A
SIMPLE OBJECTIVE.
SCATTERED PARCELS
BELONGING TO A
CULTIVATOR WERE
TO BE REORGANISED
INTO FEWER, MORE
COMPACT HOLDINGS
OF BROADLY
EQUIVALENT VALUE.
PUNJAB AND
HARYANA
DEMONSTRATED
DECADES AGO HOW
CONSOLIDATION
COULD SUPPORT
MORE EFFICIENT
CULTIVATION,
IRRIGATION,
ACCESS AND
MECHANISATION.
BIHAR, HOWEVER,
STRUGGLED TO
COMPLETE THE
PROCESS

The writer is an ex-IAS officer and is
presently Chairman, RERA Bihar. He

served as Principal Secretary,
Department of Revenue and
Land Reforms, Bihar

farmer-parcel linkages and cropping patterns. This can improve
parcel comparison and reduce dependence on one-time
administrative assessment. But the hierarchy must remain clear.
The settled record of rights should govern legal entitlement.
AgriStack should inform valuation, verification and allotment,
not title. Put simply, the Special Survey establishes the parcel
and the record of rights; AgriStack can enrich its agricultural
profile. Human judgment will still be needed, but it should be
transparent and reviewable. Any departure from prescribed cri-
teria must require recorded reasons. Every landholder needs
to be able to see the original parcels, their valuation, the pro-
posed new holding and the basis of equivalence. Technology
helpful because it can narrow discretion and leave an audit trail.

The most important reform, however, is finality. No consol-
idation programme should begin unless the law also specifies
the maximum time within which it mustend. At the same time,
deadlines cannot simply be imposed on landholders. Migrants
may be away, women entitled to inheritance may be missing
from records, and elderly citizens may not receive digital notices.
Silence cannot automatically be treated as consent. The
answer is to put the State on the clock as well. Time limits for
objections should begin only after demonstrable, multi-
channel notice. Draft maps and proposed allotments should
be displayed publicly, made available digitally and explained
through village-level camps. Once adequate notice is established,
proceedings should move firmly towards closure. Each objec-
tion should have a statutory disposal period. Appeals should
carry strict outer limits. There should ordinarily be only one revi-
sion. Adjournments should require recorded reasons. A public
dashboard could show, village by village, the stage reached,
objections filed, cases pending and time consumed.
Consolidation should be measured in months, or atmost a few
years - never across generations.

From better records to deeper reform

For two decades, land-record reform in India has understand-
ably focused on digitization by scanning records, computeris-
ing mutation, digitising maps and moving revenue services
online. These are necessary reforms. But digitisation is not struc-
tural reform. A fragmented holding does not become econom-
ically efficient merely because each fragment has acquired a
precise digital coordinate. Bihar is now unusually well placed
to move further. Its Special Survey is creating the foundation-
al certainty over parcels that earlier consolidation lacked.
Transparent, rules-based allocation can reduce administrative
discretion. A rewritten Consolidation Act can impose the final-
ity the earlier system lacked.

The gains would extend beyond agriculture. Fewer and clearer
parcels can reduce boundary disputes, simplify inheritance and
partition, improve access to institutional credit, and make infra-
structure planning and land acquisition easier. Consolidation
is therefore as much a governance reform as an agricultural one.

The Special Survey should not be treated as the end of Bihar's
land-reform journey. It could be the platform for the reform that
follows. The governing principles are straightforward. Put survey
before consolidation. Use the aerial and cadastral data already
created, supplementing it where useful with AgriStack.
Undertake field verification only where necessary. Replace dis-
cretion with published rules wherever possible. Protect
genuine rights through adequate notice. Impose statutory final-
ity on the process. As the Special Survey moves towards settled
records, the State should now ask the more consequential ques-
tion, i.e., must those accurately mapped parcels remain frag-
mented forever? The Special Survey will tell Bihar where every
fragment lies. The real reform would begin only when the state
uses that knowledge to put the fragments back together. If Bihar
can do that, itwill not merely complete a survey. It could provide
India with a new model of land reform.

Viksit Bharat demands
annihilation of sick racket

r\ A patient cured is a customer lost also. Insurance adver-

tisements never admit this, hospital brochures never print
it. Illne§s, in India, is not merely a misfo_nune, but a

AMITABH

RANJAN

P resource to be L and pro-
longed.
A conspiracy everyone denies, and no one disrupts:
the symbiotic alliance amongst insurers, hospitals,
pharmaceutical companies and practitioners.

Insurers profit from premia collected today and
claims delayed or denied tomorrow. Hospitals, partic-
ularly the large corporate chains which dominate
metro healthcare, are answerable to their shareholders
and quarterly targets, and that is why unnecessary diag-
nostics, extended ICU stays and needless surgeries performed to be safe have become
quite routine. Pharma companies sponsor conferences, fund ‘continuing medical edu-
cation' and reward number of prescriptions with bounties ranging from gift vouchers
to foreign tours; a sales promotion framed as scientific exchange. And practitioners, sworn
on the Hippocratic Oath, find themselves sandwiched between their conscience and
revenue targets, in a system which punishes the doctor who orders fewer tests and
rewards the one who orders more. And this system has emerged the way most rackets
do, from each participant rationally pursuing self-interest inside an opaque system with
almost no accountability. Consequence: a healthcare economy in which the patient’s
well-being and the provider’s profitability are poles apart. This is the context in which
the Ayushman Bharat Health Account or ABHA, deserves a much more serious look. On
paper, the idea is elegant: a portable, fourteen-digit digital health identity which allows
a patient’s records like prescriptions, test results, diagnoses, discharge summaries, to
travel with them across hospitals, cities and insurers, with the patient’s consent, of course.
India has already enrolled over 940 million people into the system and the pitch is simple;
end the duplication of tests, end the loss of medical history between providers, and provide
the patient, rather than the hospital, ownership of their own data.If it works as designed,
ABHA is a genuine, if partial at the moment, answer to the customer lost syndrome.

A longitudinal, portable health record makes it harder for one hospital to repeat a
scan earlier conducted, tougher for a doctor to prescribe indefinitely without a second
opinion crossing their desk, and easier for reg-
ulators and insurers to spot patterns of over- or
mistreatment across a patient’s history rather
than one hospital’s silo.

Transparency, at scale, is the enemy of a nexus
constructed on information asymmetry. Yet, a
digital ID may not fix a structural incentive. ABHA
can make overtreatment more visible but not
unprofitable. Without genuine enforcement-
audits of billing patters, penalties for unwarrant-
ed procedures and insurers willing to actually use the data to push back on claims rather
than simply process them faster, a health ID risks becoming an efficient recordkeep-
ing layer sitting quietly on top of the same broken incentives. Containment is not cor-
rection.

If the practice of medicine has become commercialised, so has the path to becom-
ing a doctor, but more brutally. NEET, even though a noble, innovative concept, has unin-
tentionally fueled an entire shadow economy that extracts money from families, years
before their children touch a patient.

Coaching institutes in cities built almost entirely around this one exam ecosystem
charge fees which may exceed a family’s annual income, promising a seat that statis-
tically, for most aspirants, would never come. Around these coaching hubs has grown
anancillary economy of paying-guest accommodations and private hostels, mostly unreg-
ulated, overcrowded and expensive, housing teenagers separated from their families
foryears ata stretch under enormous psychological pressure, a pressure whose human
cost surfaces frequently in tragic headlines. Then there is the exam itself, which is rocked
by paper-leak scandals serious enough to reach the Supreme Court, with allegations
of question papers being sold for sums only the wealthiest can afford, turning what is
meant to be a merit-based gateway into, for some, a cash cow. And, for those who clear
the exam but not with marks high enough for a government seat, private medical col-
leges wait with exorbitant fee structures running into crores, for a single MBBS degree;
fee which virtually guarantees the graduates will spend their early career recouping
the investment before they can practice medicine as a public service.

By the time, a NEET aspirant becomes a fully qualified doctor, an extraordinary amount
of family gold, years of adolescence and psychological capital have already been spent.
It should surprise no one that many enter the profession already thinking in terms of
ROE - returns on i None of this is and the fixes are neither exotic
nor untested; India already runs a comparable model for engineering admissions. First,
cap the number of NEET attempts, the way |EE-Main or Advanced limits them, starting
with 12th pass-year. Unlimited attempts do not reward merit but reward the ability to
fund this dark economy of repeated years of coaching, PG; quietly converting the 'National
Eligibility Test' into a 'Wealth Eligibility Test'. Second, move NEET decisively to a secure,
multi-shift computer-based test format, as |EE Main already does. A single-day, pen-and-
paper exam undertaken by over two million candidates and transported physically across
the country is a leak waiting to happen; and the events of the past three months have
proven this beyond argument. Experts' recommendations have repeatedly suggested
ashifttowards online or hybrid formats, staggered over multiple days, precisely because
asingle point of physical failure is not a security architecture; it is the invitation.

Third, regulate the coaching-hostel nexus with the same seriousness applied to the
exam itself; safety standards, fee transparency and mental health support for adoles-
cents living away from home under exam pressure. Fourth and the toughest; cap or
index private medical college fees to sanity, something a middle-class family can con-
ceivably repay through an ethical medical career, rather than taking recourse to uneth-
ical practice. None of these reforms, alone, would dismantle this sick racket of insur-
ers, hospitals and pharmaceutical companies which profit from keeping patients in illness.
However, together, they attack the pipeline that feed it, which presently looks not for
the most compassionate future doctors but for the families with the deepest pockets
and the students with the highest tolerance for extraction. Fix what feeds this racket
and the system itself becomes easier to fix. India does not lack medical talent or infra-
structure. What it lacks is an economy which rewards a
doctor for making a patient well rather than for keeping
them, quietly and profitably, unwell. And this economy,
which promotes the sound body, in turn, housing a sound
mind, is key to the dream of Viksit Bharat becoming a
reality.

Dr. Amitabh Ranjan, Vice Chairman
‘of PanliT Alumni India and NESA,
Washington DC Alumnus, is
associated with IIPA,

New Delhi as Registrar.

Revisiting the Tenth Schedule : Merger qua defection

Aggrieved over
purported "delib-
erate in action" on
his petition dated
18 |une, 2026,
seeking disqualifi-
cation of twenty
TMC MPs of Lok
Sabha, Abhisek

DEVENDER

Banerjee,
SINGH ASWAL Trinamool
— GeNeral Secretary,

filed a writ peti-
tion in the Supreme Court, praying to call for
records ofall pending disqualification petitions filed
against the 20 MPs elected on the symbol of TMC
for voluntarily giving up the membership by
conduct under 2(1) (a) of Xth Schedule, or, in the
alternative, issue a writ of mandamus to the
Speaker, Lok Sabha to adjudicate his application
within set time-frame as per law laid down in
Kesham Meghachandra Singh v. The Hon’ble
Speaker, Manipur Legislative Assembly,
The ratio decidendi of the judgement suprais that
the Speaker cannot infinitely delay the adjudica-
tion. In the said judgment, the Three-Judge Bench
of the Supreme Court, comprising of Hon'ble
Justices R.F. Nariman, Aniruddha Bose and V.
Ramasubramanian, held that "The only relief that
can be given in these appeals is that the Speaker
of the Manipur Legislative Assembly be directed
to decide the disqualification petitions pending
before him within a period of four weeks from the
date on which this judgment is intimated to him.

In case, no decision is forthcoming even after a
period of four weeks, it will be open to any party
to the proceedings to apply to this Court for further
directions/reliefs in the matter." Notably, the Court
also observed- "It is time that Parliament have a
rethink on whether disqualification petitions
ought to be entrusted to a Speaker as a quasi-judi-
cial authority when such Speaker continues to
belong to a particular political party either de jure
or de facto. Parliament may seriously consider
amending the Constitution to substitute the
Speaker of the Lok Sabha and Legislative
Assemblies as arbiter of disputes concerning dis-
qualification which arise under the Tenth Schedule
with a permanent Tribunal headed by a retired
Supreme Court Judge or a retired Chief Justice of
aHigh Court, or some other outside independent
mechanism to ensure that such disputes are
decided both swiftly and impartially,...". However,
no legislative initiative has been taken in this regard
so far.

The Speaker, Lok Sabha has since caused the
notices to beissued to the said MPs directing them
to respond within seven days. Under paragraph
6 of the Tenth Schedule, the question whether the
said MPs have become subject to disqualification
have to be decided by the Speaker. There are sig-
nificant allied questions which have far reaching
implications. The allegation of the Abhisekh
Bannerjee is that the respondent 20 MPs have vol-
untarily given up their membership and therefore
they must be disqualified under paragraph2(1)(a)
of Xth Schedule. The respondent MPs may take
refuse under paragraph 4 of the Xth Schedule and

claim immunity from disqualification on the
ground of merger of two-thirds of the members
in @ new party. Unless, the Speaker decides, no
Court can entertain a petition for disqualification
under the Tenth Schedule, except on grounds of
inaction or unusual delay in deciding the matter.
The decision of the Speaker can only be subject
to judicial review in view of the judgment of the
Supreme Courtin Kihoto Hollohan v. Zachilhuand
Others.

Now, the ballis in the Court of the Hon'ble Speaker.
Itis a question of defection by two-thirds members
of the TMC Legislature Party in the Lok Sabha.
Paragraph 4 of the Tenth Schedule says that dis-
qualification on ground of defection not to apply
to those members who merge withanother polit-
ical party or who have not accepted the said
merger and opted to function as a separate group.
The TMCled by Abhishek Banerjee have notaccept-
ed the merger and though the legislature party
group led by him is nearly one-thirds of the orig-
inal legislature party, his group will continue to

function validly as such. The two-thirds group con-
sisting of 20 members would have had a
stronger case, had they merged with any political
party in the legislature, that is, a legislature party
in the Lok Sabha. Paragraph 1 of the Tenth
Schedul ines the rule of inter ion ofthe
Tenth Schedule. It says "House" means, the House
of the legislature and political party means "all the
members of that House for the time being belong-
ing to that political party". So, while determining
whether a group of members, though constitut-
ing two-thirds of the original legislature party, in
order to escape disqualification on ground of defec-
tion, must join any legislature party of that House,
though the question of giving up membership vol-
untarily, remains a matter of fierce legal contest.
For instance, the defecting group consisting two-
thirds of the members of the Aam Aadmi
Legislature Party in the Rajya Sabha, who joined
the BJP Legislature Party in the Rajya Sabha were
not disqualified by the Chairman Rajya Sabha. Of
course, the final verdict will be known only when
the review petition is decided by the Supreme
Court being the final arbiter as the larger question
isthata political party is a much bigger entity that
a legislature party in a House and the term two-
thirds of the legislature party in a House runs
counter to the spirit of anti defection law as instead
of curbing defections, it facilitates wholesale
defections.

Notably, the National Citizens Party of India
(NCPI) is not a legislature party in the Lok Sabha.
Iteven does not have a single member in the Lok
Sabha, or for that matter, inany of the L

The NCPIis a registered, unrecognised party from
Tripura but came into limelight only after the self
acclaimed merger of the defecting group of TMC
in it. Ifthe explanation of the said MPs is accept-
ed, the NCPI will emerge first time a Legislature
Party in the Lok Sabha, which virtually amounts
to formation of a new legislature party in the Lok
Sabha. Their own declaration of affiliation with
NCPI cannot, ipso facto, erase theiroriginal party
status as they were elected on the symbol of TMC,
keeping in view the judgement of the Supreme
Court in G. Viswanathan v. the Hon’ble Speaker
Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly. Moreover, the
defence of splitis no longer available to members
facing disqualification proceedings after deletion
of para 3 from the Tenth Schedule by the 91st
Constituti aposition rei by
the Apex Court in Subhash Desai case. However,
its truism that no two cases are exactly alike and
the adjudicating authority is duty bound to con-
sider the peculiar facts and circumstances of the
case having regard to the objective of the anti defec-
tion law and the imperative need to curb rampant
defections. What interpretation is given to the
Tenth Schedule by the Speaker, Lok Sabha in exer-
cise of quasi-judicial power vested in him and in
his sagacity and wisdom, is a matter of great and
wider publicinterest. After all, the Speaker is ven-
erated for his sense of impartiality, independence
and fairness and is rightly considered to be the
symbol of our parliamentary democracy.

The author is a member of the Supreme Court Bar
Association
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Sweet and sour

ndia’s sugar squeeze is exposing a policy problem that goes
well beyond the price of sweets. The immediate concern is
whether enough sugar will be available at reasonable prices
during the festive season. The more ¢ ial

Uneasy reckoning

TheConstitution's
Fundamental Duties, inArticle
51A(h), enjoineverycitizento
cultivateascientifictemper,
humanism,and thespiritof
inquiryandreform~aclause
drafted decades beforeanyone
could haveforescen amachine

question is whether India’s pursuit of energy security is
beginning to collide with its obligation to protect food security.

Sugar production has fallen well below earlier expectations,
while domestic consumption remains close to the country’s
total output. Yet India allowed substantial exports before the
scale of the shortfall became clear and has now opened the
door to duty-free imports of up to one million tonnes ~ the first
such move in nearly a decade. The reversal is striking: a country
that had been exporting sugar is now bringing it in to protect
domestic supplies.

Weather provides part of the explanation. Sugarcane is
exceptionally dependent on water, and erratic rainfall, dry
spells, excessive rain and disease have damaged crops in
important producing states.

Hoarding and speculative buying may also have aggravated
the price surge. But these factors do not fully explain the policy
failure. When production estimates can prove so optimistic that
exports are authorised and imports become necessary within
the same season, the credibility of the forecasting system itself
must be questioned.

This is where E20 enters the debate. It would be simplistic to
claim that ethanol caused the sugar shortage. The government
says the share of cane diverted to ethanol has fallen. E20 also
serves mate energy-security objectives.

But E20 has created a competing demand for the same
agricultural resource. Cane can ultimately support either sugar
production or ethanol production. In years of abundant
harvests, that trade-off may be manageable. Ina poor crop year,
however, diverting millions of tonnes of sugar equivalent to
ethanol reduces the cushion available to absorb a production
shock. That distinction matters. E20 may not have caused this
crisis, but it has made the consequences of a supply
miscalculation more serious.

India therefore needs to stop treating food security, energy
policy and agricultural trade as separate silos. India cannot
encourage cane diversion to fuel, permit exports on optimistic
projections and then respond to shortages with imports
without examining how those policies interact. It suggests that
those in charge took their eye off the ball.

The answer is not necessarily to abandon E20. It is to build
flexibility into the transition. When sugar production
forecasts fall sharply, ethanol allocations should be capable of
adjustment. When stocks approach a predetermined
safety threshold, exports should automatically become
more restrictive.

Crop estimates should be independently scrutinised before
export permissions are expanded. And strategic sugar reserves
should be treated as seriously as the country’s other
food-security buffers. The larger warning is simple: energy
security cannot be pursued by pretending that food security
has no opportunity cost. India needs E20 to work without
making its kitchens pay for mistakes made in forecasting, trade
policy or agricultural planning.

A woman’s voice

he uproar over women using profanity at political
protests says rather more about Indian society than it
does about bad language. The real discomfort appears
toarise when young women refuse to behave
according to the conventions expected of them ~ and do so
i ngrily and without apology.
nothing particularly novel about Indians swearing.
Political discourse, television debates, cinema and social media
have long demonstrated how casually abusive language has
entered public life. Men in politics have hurled personal insults
atopponents, sometimes even inside Parliament, without the
nation pausing to ask whether their upbringing or character has
been mmpmmmd

Yet when young women use similar language in a political
confrontation, the discussion quickly becomes one about
morality, culture and how women ought to conduct themselves.
‘That double standard deserves scrutiny. There is, of course, a
legitimate argument against political abuse. Profanity can
cheapen disagreement, turn argument into intimidation and
make public discourse coarser. A protester does not acquire an
unlimited right to insult someone merely because the protest
concerns a legitimate grievance. Democratic politi
depends upon the ability to distinguish fierce criticism from
personal degradation.

i he same standard must apply to everyone. Ifa
s a political leader, the response should be
about the dbuse If a young woman does exactly the same thing,
it should not suddenly become a referendum on womanhood.
Once the language of “our daughters” enters the argument, the
issue has changed. The implicit demand is no longer simply
that citizens behave responsibly; it is that women remain
within a narrower boundary of acceptable public behaviour.

That boundary has consequences far beyond profanity.
Women who participate in contentious politics routinely
discover that criticism of their ideas can rapidly become attacks
on their sexuality, appearance, family and personal lives. Online
harassment, sexual abuse, threats and attempts to exp
pn\ ate information are not legitimate c\(cmlons of political

They are of ir

This is particularly significant as a younger generation enters
politics through social media. Its political vocabulary is often
ure\ erent, w.sudl .md deliberately pruvocdme Thax style can be
/ offensive. But itas
merely uncml misses the larger transformatiol uungu[m.m.
including women, increasingly see no reason why political
authority should automatically command deference. The
answer cannot be to romanticise profanity. Nor should it be to
demand that women earn political legitimacy by remaining
more decorous than men.

India needs a genuinely equal standard of public conduct.
Abuse should be condemned whether it comes from a protester,
aminister, an MP, a television anchor or a party worker. At the
same time, women must be allowed the same political anger,
irreverence and freedom to challenge authority that men have
traditionally claimed. The deeper test of a democracy is not
whether its citizens always speak politely. It is whether the
same rules apply when they do not.

imulatinginquiry
ttself yetonethatreads todayas
anuncannyanticipationof
preciselythediscernmentthe
CJlwasdemandingofIndia’s
lawgraduates

here exists a particular species of
consensus that is born not of
deliberation but of attrition ~ the
moment an institution abandons
the question of whether a force can be
resisted and resigns itself instead to the
narrower, more manageable question of
how it might be tamed. India’s education
establishment appears to have arrived at
exactly such a threshold with artificial
intelligence, and its clearest articulation.
fittingly, issued from the country’s highest
1ud1<.ml chair.
ssing the Vice-Ct {lors’' Conclave

hurtling forward. The Union Budget for
2026-27 accorded the Ministry of Education
an allocation exceeding Rs. 1.39 lakh crore,
with the Department of School Education
and Literacy receiving its most generous
outlay in history ~ upward of Rs. 83,500
crore~accompanied, notably, by amandate
toconstitute a High-Powered Committee
charged with examining how artificial
i ce will recast the contours of

at the National Law University, Jodhpur,
earlier this month, Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant advanced a position that would
have seemed almost heretical a decade ago
and now reads as quietly self-evident: that
India’s law schools must relinquish any
impulse toward prohibition and instead
admit generative Al into the classroom on
their own terms.

Technology, he observed, was no longer
rapping tentatively at the profession’s door
but had already colonised its innermost
chambers ~ legal research, Lonlmudratung,
due diligence, the very ch of

employmentandskill,and withcharting.
its integration across every rung of the
educational ladder.

The IndiaAl Mission, envisaged with

sexpected theinviolable preserve
of the human mmd
Itisareassur intoned with

no uniform threshold ~ leaving India’s
unlvusuks to legislate, in effect, upon
Ives. This restraint is not accidental.

almost liturgical regularity across classrooms
and blog posts alike. But reassurance is not

[t mirrors, almost exactly, the philosophy
cmheddcd in the India Al Governance

unveiled by the Ministry of

and the boundary between

Elecu'omcs and Information Technology in

is precisely the one the Chief
Justice himselfidentified as
perilously fine-easily blurred,
and more easily forgotten.
It would be a mistake to
read the Chief Justice's

SAKSHI

an outlay surpassing Rs. 10000 crore, REWARIA remarks as merely rhetorical,
has already enlisted tens of thousands for they sit atop a legal and
of GPUs into service and shortlisted — The writeris constitutional lineage far

S indi fi i Lecturer, older than the technology
language models ~ an infrastructural  Faculty of Law,  nowtestingit. The Constitutions
undertaking of such magnitude that it~ IIM Rohtak Fundamental Duties, in Article
betrays the state’s conviction: this is no 51A(h), enjoin every citizen
experiment to be observed cautiously tocultivatea scientific temper,

from the mdrgxm hu[ an inevitability to be
iwith d haste.

dispute resolution.

What lends the Chief Justice’s intervention
its true weight is not simply its content but
its unflinching candour. He did not gloss
over the perils. Students, he cautioned, risked
lapsing into dependence upon outputs that
sounded persuasive yet stood on unsound
legal footing, their faculty for independent
reasoning withering m\percepuhly beneath
the seduction of ¢

The National Education Policy of 2020
had, in truth, dlreadv laid the phi

humanism, and the spirit of inquiry and
reform ~ a clause drafted decades before
anyone could have foreseen a machine

scaffolding yea Alentered

capable of sil inquiry itself, yet one

common p.u'l.mce ~ envisioning a National
Educational Technology Forum and a
curriculum emancipated from the rigidity
ofdi |phn‘1ry blh)\ mpplcenough mahsod)

hatever the
wmm;,detades might vcl produce. Whatis
today, lh:n is less a rupture with

And yet his prescription was not retreat
but discipline of a different order ~ that law
schools instil in their students not mere
technological fluency, but the finer art of
discernment: knowing when a tool may
assist, when it must be i sated, and

that earlier vision than its abrupt and
somewhat breathless fulfilment.

Beneath these commanding, macro-level
pmnounccmcms the lr.mslmmduon is

at the coaltace~ lecturers, place

when it must be set aside altogether in
deference to human judgment.

Itisa formulation of considerable precision,
and, in the same breath, a tacit confession
that the guardrails ~ if they are toexist at all
-must beerected whilethe vehicleis already

I The Baily Starfl

officers, department heads ~ speak not of
lesalesubstitution but of arecalibrati

thatread anticipation
of preusel) the discernment the CJI was
demanding of India’s law graduates.

The rig,hl to education, whether traced
through Article 21A% explicit guarantee for
children or the wider penumbra the courts
have read into Article 21 for higher learning,
further binds any expansionof Alin dassrooms
toa comll[ullondl promise of access ~ a

November 2025 a consciously “light-touch,”
techno-legal approach that declines to lead
with prohibition, choosing instead to lean
upon existing law, sectoral judgment, and
institutional dlscrelmn.

Here, then, li
worth dwelling upon. A nation is, in the
same breath, chdnncl]mg unprecedented
capital into Al infrastructure, weaving the
technology into the very constitutional
imagination of its national curriculum, and
being counselled itS Most senior jurist
against banning it even within a discipline
erected entirely upon the discipline of unaided
thought ~ while conceding, almost as an
aside, that the very technology it embraces
mayerodethe faculties it purportsto :h.npm
This is not so much contradiction as it i
wager: a considered bet that supervision,
ethics and pedagogy canbe assembled with
sufficient speed and rigour to outpace a
technology whose capabilities compound
faster than any curriculum committee can
convene to deliberate upon them.

Every generation of Indian education has,
in its turn, absorbed some disruptive
innovation and emerged, eventually, the
more capable for it ~ the printing press, the

promise that Article 14 fequality
renders uneasy, given how unevenly the
infrastructure of artificial intelligence is
likely to reach Ing urban law schools
before it reaches its district colleg
A[ lhc rcgulamr\' ]cvd the architecture

1. The University

ofemphasis: Al conscripted as an assistant,
summoned tosimplify, todraft, to furnish a
semceal)k ﬁIs[ pass, whﬂe the lahour of

Grants Commission's 2023 circular directed
higher education institutions merely to
remam vigilant and to devise their own

nent.

Almisuse, setting.

Our health system is better resourced now

hospital may own an X-ray
machine, but that does not mean
patients can get an X-ray. An
ultrasound machine may be
fully functional yet effectively useless if
thereis notrained technologist to operate
it. This dxsunclmn between possesamu

health sector inputs, or should we rather
ensure that the inputs, combmed \vnh
howthey

calculator, the search engine.

Each time, the anxious question was the
same: would the tool think for the students,
or merely think alongside them? Artificial
intelligence is not the first such reckoning
to visit Indias classrooms. It may, however,
bethefirsttoarrive ata velocity that affords
little of the customary luxury ~ thoseunhurtied
decades in wluch earlier tcchnolng: s were
permitted to be cautiously, deliberately
domesticated.

makes the problem especially visible.

ownerslup Banglade‘;h needstoestablish

Among the 22 public facilities assessed

Public sector is ()mu

reagent sh for43 percent
i i ions nonHunctional

organised around inputs. We count machines
purchased, posts sanctioned. medicines
procured, and budgets spent. But these
indi tellus whether

equipment for 34 percent, and shortages
of trained 111edical ledmologms for 19

'y of major
inpublic facilities. Each asset should have
a unique identity and a minimum data
set: facility and department, make and
model, serial number, purchase and

percent rereportedly

healthcare is becoming incrcusingly
important for Bangladesh.

Successive Bangladesh Health Facility
Surveys (BHFS), however, show real
progress ininfrastructure and equipment.
Between 2017 and 2022, the proportion

a patient actually received a
service. For instance, in 2022,
59 percent of upazila health
complexes possessed an X-ray
machine, but only 47 percent
h.\donelhdlqufunummng

Of The

off nal

similarly, 5

electricity grid rose from 57 percent to 85
percent. At upazila health complexes,
average capacity to conduct five basic
diagnostictestsincreased from 34in 2014
to 4.3 in 2022, while the share with
functioning X-ray machines rose from 22
percentto47 percent. These gains matter,
but thequestion arises: are wejust counting

an ultrasound machine, but
49 percent ad a functioning one. Across

five basic diagnostic tests.

A recent government-funded study by
the Power and Participation Research
Centre for the Health Economics Unit
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Undemocratic

Sir, The reported refusal to permit
Telangana Chief Minister Revanth Reddy
to travel to the US is deeply undemocratic.
1t reportedly forced him to cut short his
foreign visitand return to Delhi from London.

The MEAS justification that the New
York Mavor is below the rank of a Chief
Minister, or that a meeting with the US
Vice-President did not fit the stated purpose
of the visit, appears unconvincing and
unwarranted.

A Chief Minister holds a constitutional
office and has every right to engage with
foreign governments, business leaders and
institutions to attract investment, promote
trade and advance developmental projects
for the state.

Such efforts ultimately contribute to the
economic growth of both the state and the
country. Polmml Lonsxdcmnom must not

elected representatives,
particularly those

heading Oppasition-u
states. The BJP-led
NDA government must
respect constitutional
offices, irrespective of
the political affiliation of the person holding
them, and refrain from actions that may
undermine democratic federalism.
Yours, etc., Sanjay Chopra,
Mohali, 25 August.

Petty

Sir, This refers tothe report, “CM Reddy:
Centre’s US tour denial discriminates against
Telangana” published in yesterday’s edition.
Tk ionisjustified. Denyi

to Telangana Chief Minister A Revanth
Reddy, and forcing him to skip Boston, may
be within the Ministry of External Affairs’

decisions concerning

remit, but wea small print looks

epaper.thestatesman.com

A Member

R31a MEWS METWORK

available and funummng, only 17-33
percent of the time, while nearly 40
percent of sanctioned medical
technologist positions were vacant.
Although the sample of the study is
too small to treat these figures as
national estimates, the lmduu.,s indicate

contract, last servicing and calibration,

and current
status. Given the complex budgeting
process of the health ministry, it should
also record the funding sources.

The most 1mporl1nl ﬁle :huuld be

asimilar medicines,

consumables, and human resources
are managed as separate inputs when
they are, in practice, components of the
same service delivery system.

To address this long-standing crisis,
we need to establish a national medical
equipment management system that
would be built around functionality, not

functionality. E
as:1) functional and in usc, u) tumuoml
but underused; and iii) temporarily
non-functional, awaiting repair or spare
parts; and iv) beyond economic repair.
Foreritical equipment, the system should
also record uptime and the number of
days between reporting a fault and
completing repair.

inerary, whichincluded meetings
w1(h New York Mayor Zohran Mamdani
and US Vice President J D Vance, was
flagged as going beyond investment and
education outreach. Yet a state that is
attempting to build Hyderabad as a global
hub needs wider doors.

Curtailing an opposition chief minister
makes the Centre look heavy-handed and
sends a dispiriting signal at home and
abroad. Had politics not interfered, and Mr
Reddy succeeded in bringing offshore
campuses o lndm thousands of Gen Z
d higher education

attention beyond the usual debate over
whether Democrats are moving too far left.
The editorial rightly points to economic
msccunt\ as an important factor. High
T student
debt and stagnant purchasing power have
weakened the traditional promise that hard
work will ensure a comfortable middle-
class life. Voters may therefore be seeking
practical economic relief rather than
ideological change.
For Democrats, the challenge is to
address these concerns without alienating
1 voters.

closer to home at a fraction of the cost.
Yours, etc.. S S Paul,
Nadia, 26 August.

Challenge

8ir. Apropos “Leftward Shift”, published
today, the growing appeal of progressive
candidates in the United States deserves

AN EEEm

Affordable housing, stronger labour
protections, betteraccessto healthcare and
measures ag;linsl excessive concentration
of wealth could form a credible platform.
The 2026 mid-term elections will show
whether economic concerns can translate
into wider electoral support.

Yours, etc., Abbharna Barathi,
Chennai, 25 August.
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Dignified childbirthis amother’s right

SRINIVAS MADHAV

aesarean deliveries in India

have reached concerning

levels. According to the

National Family Health
Survey (NFHS-6, 2023-24), more
than half of all babies are delivered
through surgical incisions made in
the belly and uterus (C-section)
in four states and Union Territories:
Telangana (62.2 per cent), Andhra
Pradesh (52.2 per cent), Sikkim (511
per cent) and Jammu & Kashmir
(510 per cent).

Across 18 states and Union Territories,
more than one in two births in
private hospitals are performed by
C-section. The highest private-sector
rates are recorded in Jammu &
Kashmir (900 per cent), West Bengal
(87.7 per cent), Telangana (839 per
cent), Assam (814 per cent), Tripura
(78.3 per cent) and Odisha (76.8 per
cent). C-section rates also vary
sharply between private and public
hospitals, with Kerala being the only
exception. No state or Union Territory
records a C-section rate exceeding
50 per cent in government hospitals.

India has made remarkable progress
in maternal and child health indicators.
Over the past decade (2015-25), the
institutional delivery rate has risen
from79 to 906 per cent; the Neonatal
Mortality Rate (within the first 28
days per 1,000 live births) has
declined from 2610 20. The Maternal
Mortality Ratio (MMR) has declined
from 130 to 87 per 100,000 live
births, according to the Sample
Registration System (SRS, 2
Kerala records the lowest A
24, followed by Tamil Nadu (25),
Maharashtra (37), Andhra Pradesh
(39), and Telangana (48).

Alongside this progress, a troubling,
trend has emerged. According to
the Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare, C-section deliveries have
increased more than four-fold - from
12.03 lakh in 2008-09 to 54.35 lakh
by 2024-25. While the national overall
C-section average stood at 27.2 per
cent, it surged to 54.1% in the private

sector. The World Health Organization
(WHO) has consistently stated that
at the population level, C-section
rates above 10-15 per cent are not
associated with reductions in maternal
or new-born mortality.

While high C-section rates reflect
too much medicalintervention, v ery
low rates may also point toa serious
problem: a lack of proper healthcare.
Low numbers do not always mean
safe, natural births. Instead, they
often mean women live too far from
hospitals, cannot afford care, or lack
access to doctors who can perform
emergency surgeries when
complications arise. Bihar, for instance,
hasarelatively low overall C-section
rate of around 132 per cent. alongside
an elevated MMR of 96. Jharkhand
records a 157 per cent C-section
rate and an MMR of 82. Madhya
Pradesh has an overall C-section
rate of 16.0 per cent, while its MMR
standsat 135. Uttar Pradesh records
a C-section rate of 19.5 per cent, yet
has a high MMR of 154.

C-sections are life-saving and
essential in critical situations.
However, unnecessary surgeries
expose both mothers and infants
tosevere short and long-term risks.
For mothers, theseinclude increased

deliveries may generate higher
revenue than normal deliveries, and
insurance reimbursements are also
higher for C-sections. Countries in
Northern Europe maintain the lowest
rates, 15-20 per cent, as doctors
there receive no additional payment
for performing a C-section. Strong
midwifery-led maternity care systems
also contribute to lower intervention
rates. Scheduling convenience is
another factor. Natural labour may
oceur at night or on weekends, but
C-sections can be scheduled in
udwmce allowing hospitals to manage
iently. Fear of lcg(\l
cases also contributes: performing
a C-section is often done to show
that "everything possible was done”
to minimise legal issues in case of
adverse outcomes. Some women
choose C-sections without having
received adequate information about
the associated risks. Equally troubling
is the erosion of dignity during
childbirth. Instances of verbal abus
neglect, and non-consensual medic:
treatment during labour, a phenomenon
recognised as obstetric violence, are
widely documented. Complaints of
being shouted at and denied privacy
are frequently reported. Latin American
countries such as Venezuela, Argentina,
and Mexico have emnted la\v:

chances of post-surgical infection,
extended italisati

and life-threatening complications
in future pregnancies. For new-borns,
this can mean respiratory distress,
hypoglycaemia, and lower rates of

castfeeding. While the national
C-section rate increased from 21.5
(NFHS-§) to 27.2 per cent in NFHS-6,
the rate of infants under six months
receiving “exclusive breastfeeding”
fell from 63.7 to 55.8 per cent.

Compounding this concern, experts
warn that rising C-section rates,
reaching 60-80 per cent. can contribute
to “deskilling” among obstetricians,
eroding the training and confidence
needed to manage natural deliveries
and their complications (WHO
Europe, 2022).

Evidence points toa set of non-clinical
drivers behind this issue. Surgical

explicitly and

obstetric violence. Even an ‘episiotomy’
(asurgical cut made during childbirth)
performed without consent is subject
to legal oversight.

A few non-clinical interventions
can empower mothers: First,
transparency. Every hospital should
be required to publicly display a
‘Monthly and Yearly Birth Statistics
Board' at its reception. indicating
total deliveries and C-section rates.
This would help expectant mothers
make informed choices. The
Government of India has already
directed CGHS-empanelled hospitals
to display such boards. Clinical
Establishments (Registration and
Regulation) laws empower govenments
to mandate the disclosure of critical
health information by hospitals.

Second, hospitals should make
'Robson Ten Group Classification
System'reporting mandatory, instead
of masking all surgeries under a
broad ‘high-risk’ labnl This system
divides deh\cms intoten caxeﬂoncs
based on characteristics s
parity, previous C-section, gestational
age, and number of foetuses.

Third, every pregnant woman
should receive easily understandable
information in regional languages
regarding the pros and cons of
different modes of delivery prior to
childbirth.

Finally, respectful maternity care
must be institutionalised. Training
programmes for healthcare workers
should emphasise empathetic
communication, informed consent,
and privacy.

Experience shows that such simple
non-clinical interventions achieve
positive results. In the US., Franciscan
Health Olympia Fields, acommunity
hospital in Illinois, achieved a
one-third reduction inits C-section
rate. By sharing individual doctors’
C-section rates, the hospital created
a culture of self-correction. When
doctors could see how their decisions
compared with colleagues, many
voluntarily adjusted their practices.

New York’s Rochester General
Hospital reduced its C-section rate

for low-risk, first-time mothers from
401025 per cent without compromising,
safety. This change came from two
reforms: first, ensuring doctors were
no longer paid more for performing
C-sections; and scwnd mtmducmg
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OCCASIONAL NOTE

So thoroughly have we returned to regular
habits that a Sunday without the Home mail
gives a sense of loss. And a Monday without it
is a serious handicap on business. True, yesterday
was an lmporlanl Hindu ho]xda), and uun)

s were closed, but

peer reviews of i
among colleagues. L,ndu the NL‘\\
York State Maternity Information

ct, prospective mothers get a leaflet
disclosing hospitals’ annual rates
for total C-sections, primary C-sections,
and over a dozen other obstetric
procedures.

The UK.s National Health Service
(NHS) Digital publishes a public
Maternity Dashboard with of
statistics on maternity services;
hospitals can even be ranked according
to their C-section rates.

The goalis not to reduce C-section
rates at all costs, but to ensure that
every surgical interventiol
iu ified and every nece:
isavailable when required. It
importantto recovmsulmldenymg
necessary surgeries in the pursuit of
lower numbers is also harmiul.

Anation that honours motherhood
must ensure that every woman steps
into it with confidence, not fear;
with informed awareness, not
uncertainty; and with utmost dignity.

isa transparency and equality
and co-founder SIAR Foundation.

IT CAME TO MIND | MANISH NANDY

Dumb dogmas,

hy do intelligent folk
adheredoggedly toidiotic
ideas? How canintelligent,

informed peopleclingto
foolish notions that fly in the face of
known facts?

It is stunning. It is exasperating
that smart people we know adore
vulgar, mendacious and crooked people
and believe their lies and subterfuges.
Why do they?

During World Warll, titans on either
side spoke about how to persuade
people. England’s premier Winston
Churchill said, "A lie gets halfway
around the world before the truth has
thechancetogetits pants on” Germany’s
propaganda chief Joseph Goebbels
offered, “If you tell a lie often enough
people will believe it. You will come
to believe it yourselt” Goebbels' boss
AdolfHitler wrote, “In the big lie, there
isalwaysacertain force of credibility.”

These capture some key tricks of
‘making lies fly. If you are trying out a
petty fabrication, to excuse a lapse or
persuade a boss, you are likely to
attempt a small lie. You wou]d do
much better with alarge, i

remarkable lies and believe in a
spectacular ‘triumph of the will” We
see now, in many of our countries,
new versions of thebiglie to persuade
small people to accept the specious
and spurious.

The vast majority of people who
live humdrum lives and do their daily
work and earn their modest pay are
best seduced by a big but bogus role
in their community or country: they
oppressaminor trader fromaminority
community, approve the torture and
killing of a maligned group, now
suddenly perceived as an enemy.
Hutus will murder Tutus, Serbs will
kill Bos neighbors, Hindus and
Muslims will attack decent neighbours
they have known for years, once they
are brainwashed to accept a big,
beautiful lie. The magnitude of the
falsehood adds to its attraction and
power, in Hitler's words, its ‘force of
credibility

In 600 years, we have moved far
from Gutenberg’s moveable-type
printing press and the way smalland
big lies can be multiplied has grown

lie. Hitler and Goebbels succeeded
marvelously with the most cultivated
people of Europe, the Germans, and
got them to believe in a global war to
win ‘labensraum, a bigger living space,
and slaughter Jews, astheevilenemy.

Onthe way tothe ultimate catastrophe,
the Germans were persuaded toaccept

ly. We have books and
brochures, bulletins and billboards,
magazines and mailings. We have also
filmsand documentarics, cable channels
and promotional movies, computer
graphics and artificial intelligence to
mimic reality and misrepresent truth.
Alongside the various media, we now
have the immense accessibility of

dexterous duping

professional skills. Skilled writersand
artists of every kind arereadily available
10 instantly dress every message in
the most presentable form.

This makes it possible, first, to
present the most offensive doctrine
inanapparently reasonable formulation,
tailored to best match the priorities
and premdnces of the recipient group.
Secondly. given the great variety of
media now available, it becomes
feasible to drumbeat the message in
numerous forms in diverse media.
Even a false concoction, repeated a

milliontimesin different
and television programmes, becomes
in the mind of vulnerable viewers a
perfectly acceptable truth.

It is not just the abundance and
repetition of the falsehood that confers
on it a high degree of acceptability,
but, over time, gives the lie a high
degree of credibility. After struggling
with diverging narratives day after
day, the average reader or listener
simply chooses toshutout thecacophony
of contradictory analyses and confines
his or herattention to oneaccustomed
newspaper or one favored channel.

When a leader as eminent as a
president offers every week a new
and different version of events, even
carnest citizens give up the effort to
fact-check the narratives and simply
reconcile to the latest broadside. What
makes such capitulation easier is the
fact that publicists now do elaborate

study of group preferences and tailor
their messages to appeal to group
biases. After [ have read or heard alie
innumerable times, it becomes not
just a possible version of the truth, it
morphsintoMy Truth. Thenext week.
if not the next month, I would be
inclined to narrate it myself. even
defend it. Then, as Orwell says, “the
lie passes into history and becomes
truth.”

We seem to be living in an era of
not just diverse interpretations of
facts, but a totally different universe
of facts. In talking with friends,
discussion of current events seems
ainfully futile as we come up quickly
againsta Chinese wall of varying facts.
How do we discuss a war — or the
terms of its ﬁe[tlemenl —if we mnl

lllustration by : Debabrata cnakrabaﬁ WAL =

casualties, possible outcomes and
agreed terms of dispute?

Idecided tofollowa friend's counsel

and listen to his favorite news channel
exclusively for a week. I tried hard to
follow its interpretation of unfolding
headlines, but found it hard to credit
its reports when it seemed to defy
even the videos it played and then
analyzed. 1 ruefully concluded the
channel to be like an advertising
mouthpiece and realized the ultimate
goal of its mission: to make me doubt
all news presentations. I resolved to
stay away from such nihilism and
rcluxnmm\'lmhuuheamnga\'mm'
of newspapers and listen to multiple
new channels. Confusion, I concluded,
is better than complete doubt.

C\h'\de,reeond 0l
c f

: its issues, costs,

The writeris a US-based international development
i i ‘ank He c

be reached st moandy@gmaiicom

Crossword | No. 203567

ACROSS 12 Run - I'm scared 24 Wailing singer 2 Current racket 14 Celebrity
opening of returns with topless  almost overthrown autographs reveal

1 Notorious kung-fu Surstromming wil sailor (9) after 50% of Leo and 11 others
exponent playing a produce unpleasant 26 Maybe residents of income is cut @s)
concertina smells Athens, Greek (8) 16 One pursuing
@7 (5) originally, organise 3 President's national partisan struggles

7 Large bird once 13 Fine associated with  dancing (9) barrier (5) ®
seen among crime where 27 Patent, perhaps,on 4 Grandma lmpat-ent 17 Interrupts pub
Jerusalem Oaks deliveries are made plugs for small for fabri singer's endless
3) 5.2) computers (5) s 'Piawioss arrlum barking (6.2)

9 Waste pipes 15 Cut of meat from 28 Badger, one caught evenly coated with 19 Mimic large bird -
clergyman picked beast's twisted in empty netting gemstone teal, perhaps

innards (4) 3) @ @

10 Insist VAT is 18 Drugsreported to 29 Explainagoodway 6 Computersandsuch 20 Lawyer Morocco
scrapped for those aid peacefulness to find the right held back in hostile unselfishly protects
who favour ( gardening tool? market (9) @
established 20 Besides tea houses, @52 Aerosol merits 2 Rabblt’ Exactly
inhabitants (9) where might you getting sprayed @,

11 High-eneray light encounter The DOWN (6) 22 Gam right into
meal prepared to Blues? (7) Lend a hand to skimpy underwear
entertain a 23 Remains while chap 1 Old West lawman musician scoring (6)

European has series of tests carries personal introduction to 25 Asharp noise that's
5,4) (5) protection (8) ballad (6) «echoing (5)
NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters in the words required. (By arrangement with The Independent, London)
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is great. E y is it felt in those parts oflhc
country where punctual delivery allows little
time to get all ready for the outgoing mail. A
correspondent has pointed out that some of the
speedier boats have been diverted to the North
Sea holiday traffic, and slower boats put on the
Indian run. We do not know whether that is the
explanation of our late mail, but it is important
that India should be able to rely on a regular
service.

News Items

CALCUTTA RECEPTION

S.AFRICAN
DEPUTATIONTO
ARRIVE NEXT
MONTH

The Statesman understands that the South
African deputation will reach Calcutta on or
about September 17, and that the Government
of Bengal have deputed Mr. J. H. Lindsay, LC.S.
Secretary to the Education Department, to
arrange for their reception. A number of non-official
Indians will help Mr. Lindsay in making the
YCCC[)[iOH asuccess.

LATEST IN RADIO

LOUD SPEAKER
THAT CAN BE
HEARD MILES AW,

(From Our Special Representative.)
London, Aug.

The Marconi Company have made successful
experiments with a special loud-speaker, which,
with the aid of enlarged batteries, can magmlv
sounds without sdcnhcmgquah AN
that with developments a voice will be able to
be heard 20 miles away.

WOMEN SUPERIOR

BECAUSE THEY TRAIN
MORE SERIOUSLY

(From Our Special Representative)
London, Aug,

Asked to explain why women Chan-nel
swimmers beat the men? Mrs. Corson modestly
replied: “We have trained hard. Most men merely
played,” Her husband supplemented this by
saying that the women had more power,
determination, and endurance. They kept going
although dead beat, whereas the men said to
themselves that they feel if they cannot win this
time they can try next week. The newspapers
are searching for an explanation why the majority
of women surf bathers are able to stay in the
water far longer than men.

DR. J. G. ADAMI

DEATH OF EMINENT
PATHOLOGIST

(British Official Wireless.)
Rughy. Aug.

The death occurred yesterday of Dr. John
George Adami, Vice-Chancellor of the University
of Liverpool, who was a pathologist with a
world-wide reputation.

S. AFRICA DEPUTATION

DR.MALANNOT
COMING TO INDIA

Durban, Aug.

The Parliamentary deputation has sailed for
India by the steamer Takli . Vermoonten,
a member of the Legislative Assembly, has
replaced Dr. M. L. Malan.—Reuter.




06

Che Cribune

ESTABLISHED IN 1881

The Bar's duty

Independence must be matched by responsibility

UPREME Court judge BV Nagarathna has

asked Bar Councils to introspect on their role in

upholding professional ethics. At a time when

the judicial system is burdened by mounting

case pendency, procedural delays and high liti-
gation costs, the Bar must ask whether it is doing enough
to make justice accessible to the ordinary litigant. Justice
Nagarathna’s call for lawyers to “change their mindset”
goes to the heart of the profession. The independence of
the Bar is not a privilege designed for lawyers’ conven-
ience; it is a constitutional necessity. They are expected
to defend rights and uphold the rule of law.

Justice Nagarathna's address at the convocation of
National Law University. New Delhi, came just a day
after the National Law School of India University
(NLSIU), Bengaluru, cancelled its convocation, citing
“unavoidable circumstances”. The apparent trigger
was the opposition from NLSIU students and alumni
to the invitations extended to the Chief Justice of India
(CJD) and the Bar Council of India (BCI) Chairman.
The legal fraternity is grappling with questions of
institutional accountability and dissent following the
BCT's directive (later withdrawn) to restrict the enrol-
ment of NALSAR University of Law’s 2026 graduating
batch as advocates. A section of the students of the
Hyderabad-based university had opposed the propos-
al to invite the CJI as chief guest to their convocation,
citing his “cockroach” remark. The BCI was quick to
intervene, but it ended up getting a rebuke from the
Supreme Court for its alleged overreach.

India’s justice delivery system cannot be sustained by
courts alone. Judges, lawyers, institutions and litigants are
all stakeholders. But the Bar occupies a unique position.
It must prove that its independence is matched by respon-
sibility — to maintain ional ¢ ethical
standards and respect for the institutions of justice.

Red signals

Labels need public understanding

HE proposed red, hexagonal front-of-pack

warning labels for packaged foods high in

sugar, salt and saturated fat are a welcome

step towards protecting consumers. But

their effectiveness will depend on what lies
behind the red symbol. A warning is meaningful only
when consumers understand it, and regulation is cred-
ible only when it covers the products that genuinely
pose a health risk. The Food Safety and Standards
Authority of India’s proposal, submitted to the
Supreme Court, envisages warnings such as “High Sug-
ar”, “High Salt” and “High Fat”. But the first phase
reportedly proposes applying the warning only when a
product exceeds the prescribed limits for two or more
nutrients. This could allow products excessively highin
one harmful nutrient to escape scrutiny. The govern-
ment must ensure that the second phase, covering
products high in any one of these nutrients; follows
within a clearly defined and short timeframe.

Equally important is the need to educate consumers
about what the labels mean. A red hexagon may attract
attention, but it cannot by itself explain why excessive
sugar, salt or saturated fat is harmful, or how often such
products should be consumed. India needs a sustained
nutrition-literacy campaign through schools, health-
care institutions, television, radio and social media, with
simple explanations in regional languages. Children, in
particular, should be taught to distinguish nutritional
information from persuasive marketing.

Thelabelling regime must also guard against industry

OPINION
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Sunrise in empire’s shadow

Empire left the Himalayan frontier unsettled. Two civilisations can now outlive its shadow

LT GEN SS MEHTA (RETD)
FORMER WESTERN ARMY
CCOMMANDER AND FOUNDER TRUSTEE,
PUNE INTERNATIONAL CENTRE

HERE was a time

when an unsettled

frontier was an

asset. Imperial

statecraft  valued
ambiguity because it created
room for manoeuvre. A frontier
under permanent negotiation
could be more useful than one
settled. That was the logic of
empire. It should not become
the inheritance of Asia.

The eight-point consensus
reached  between India’s
National Security Adviser Ajit
Doval and China’s Foreign Min-
ister Wang Yi at the 25th round of
Special Representatives’ talks is
more than its provisions. New
hotlines and meeting points
matter. Better ways to prevent
misunderstanding matter. But
one phrase matters more: an
“Early and Substantial Harvest”
in boundary delimitation. After

Humanity is the ultimate glob-
al common. Yet it has no bound-
ary, no Security Council veto, no
bloc to defend it. Only human
beings can join those dots.

For India and China, this frac-
tured moment is not only dan-
ger It is also opportunity.

The Third Pole: When nature roars
Climate is already reminding us
that some lines on maps matter
less than the forces moving
across them. Carbon knows no

decades of managing the Line of
Actual Control, India and China
have tentatively reopened the
harder question: can the bound-
ary itself be settled?

The timing could hardly be
more consequential.

A world coming apart

The order built after 1945 is
under strain. American primacy
is contested. China has risen
without yet earning the trust
that leadership demands.
Europe is diminished. Wars are
back in the vocabulary of great
powers, Climate, artificial intelli-
gence, pandemics and debt
ignore borders even as nations
retreat behind them.

The British left behind an
unsettled line. Today's global
dynamics make its persistence
more dangerous, In an era of
escalating US-China rivalry and
shifting Indo-Pacific  align-
ments, an unsettled border
remains permanently vulnera-
ble to miscalculation.

I'saw in 1971, on the march to
Dhaka, how genocide turns
political fracture into human
blood. As the world fractures
again, we cannot treat borders
as a game of risk. The cost is
always paid in blood.

Floods carry no
passports. The vast Himalayan
and Tibetan cryosphere, often
called the Third Pole, holds the
largest concentration of ice out-
side the polar regions and feeds
Asia’s great river systems.

What happens there cannot
remain the concern of one country
because what begins there does
not remain there. Geography may

THIRD POLE : Floods camy no passports. The Himalayan and Tibeta

The coming BRICS
summit provides an
opportunity for
PMModiand
President Xito shape
anew compact.

clocks of Asia’s two giants
approach  their  milestones
together. That synchronisation
can become acollision course ora
strategic opportunity. The choice
is architectural, not tactical.
When human beings are the
central concern, ideology remains
a civilisational choice, not a con-
test. India and China will remain

establish Nature

. India will guard its

China its own idea of

India and China share a
Himalayan ecology in which
rivers, glaciers and climate recog-
niseno political line. Cooperation
is its natural logic, but coopera-
tion rests on reciprocity and
responsible conduct. When either
fails, it is human beings who suf-
fer when nature roars.

Both nations now call them-
selves not merely modern states
but civilisations returned to his-
tory. Yet they still pour military
strength and political attention

power. But competition does not
require confrontation.

Their strengths differ: India’s
youth and market, China’s
industrial depth. Yet neither can
escape geography: the same sea
lanes through Hormuz and
Malacca, the same Global South

lion people. One is a quarrel.
The other is a contribution.

Retire the inheritance

The Line of Actual Control
should never become the perma-
nent imagination of India-China
relations. It is an instrument for
managing an unresolved bound-
ary, not a boundary itself. The
dispute carries the residue of
imperial cartography. competing
claims and decades of mistrust.
India and China did not create
all of it. But after three quarters
of a century, they own the
responsibility for resolving it.

The British Empire could val-
ue unsettled frontiers because it
would eventually leave them
behind. India and China cannot.

In 2047, when India looks back
on a century of freedom, and in
2049, when China marks a centu-
ry of renewal, let the record show
that two great civilisations did
not merely manage an inherited
line. They settled it and, having
retired one of the last frontiers of
another age, helped open the
door to the next.

The fracture is upon us again.
This time, those who see the dots
must have the courage to con-
nect them, not with wishful

into an unsettled Hi
inheritance. It is an irony history
may not forgive.

2047 meets 2049

Indiawill mark a century of inde-
pendence in 2047; China, a centu-
ry of the People’s Republic in
2049. For the first time in the
modern era, the developmental

whose markets they seek. thinking, but with deadlines, ver-
The sharpest geography is the ification and the recognition that
in. The Hi they ignty may divide the
h ised for sixty yearsare ins, but ibility for
also the water tower of Asia. Their ~ what flows from them is shared.
glaciers feed the rivers on which
both civilisations were built. BRICS sunrise moment
China can patrol every peakand ~ Boundary peace is the begin-
still lose the glacier India can ning, not the destination. China
guardeverypassandstilldrownin  cannot seek a transformed world
the flood. The water does not care  order while treating India’s
about the Line of Actual Control. place in it as somebody else’s

That is why water must
redraw the map. Two states that
contest a ridge can together
secure a river basin for three bil-

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

problem. A nation of 1.5 billion,
among the world’s largest
economies and a voice of the
Global South, cannot forever sit

outside permanent membership
of the Security Council.

Beijing has for years treated
India’s seat as a card to withhold
rather than a cause to advance. For
China, backing India’s permanent
membership would be the single
most convineing proof that its rise
seeks a larger table, not a smaller
one. A new world order cannot be
built for all of us while being gov-
erned by only some of us.

India, equally, must separate
accommodating China’s legiti-
mate interests from acquiescing
in Chinese primacy. The first is
statecraft; the second would
betray strategic autonomy.

The coming BRICS summit
provides an opportunity for
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and President Xi Jinping to
shape anew compact: a 2030 hori-
zon for boundary delimitation
through statecraft, not surrender;
Chinese support for India’s per-
manent place on a reformed
Security Council; and an institu-
tional compact to protect the
waters of the Third Pole. These
are not sequential bargains, but
concurrent pillars of one strategic
choice. Together, they could turn
a managed rivalry into an archi-
tecture for coexistence and offer
the world an example of two great
Asian civilisations choosing reso-
lution over inherited rivalry.

From frontier to future

When Swami Vivekananda
reached Chicago in 1893, he car-
ried neither an army nor an eco-
nomic bloe, but a civilisational
confidence able to accept differ-
ence without fearing it. Human-
ity was India’s first call long
before border disputes or repub-
lic lines. China, too, draws upon
a civilisational vocabulary older
than the modern state.

Neither tradition requires sen-
timental friendship. States have
interests and power matters. But
civilisations should hold longer
memories than governments
and longer horizons than armies.

Human beings are the charge
of civilisations, which cannot
walk away from the conse-
quences of their choices. A new
world order, if it is to hold, must
be built around human conse-
quence, not inherited lines.

The Himalayas sustain billions
of human lives. Borders are what
empires leave behind; people are
what civilisations are for.

That is reason enough to settle
thelast unsettled frontier; step from
empire’s shadow into the sunrise.

The authorled a tank
squadron to Dhaka during
the Liberation War in 1971

No civilisation can begin to lift up its head until we look charitably upon one another. — swamivivekananda

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

influence. Thresholds and exemptions should be deter-
mined by scientific evidence, while misleading health
claims and aggressive marketing of unhealthy foods to
children require stricter scrutiny. The country’s growing
burden of obesity, diabetes, hypertension and cardiovas-
cular disease makes prevention imperative. Front-of-pack
warnings can help consumers make better choices and
encourage manufacturers to reformulate products.

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO
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Bar Councils’ Bill

THE passing of the Bar Councils’ Bill by the Legislative Assem-
bly marks another stage in the fruition of the reforms in our judi-
cial administration which Lord Reading initiated. The Bill does not
go farenough, butit is an important step in the direction of the cre-
ation of a united Indian Bar, a reform which was overdue. It does
not, however, mean that the Bar Councils to be created under the
new law will have the same status and independence from outside
control which similar bodies elsewhere enjoy; but we hope that
very soon the manner in which the Bar Councils will discharge
their duties will establish their claim for further powers. As to the
removal of the invidious distinction between barristers and vakils
which the Bill effects, we must congratulate the government and
the High Courts on taking a bold stand and setting their face
against the ion of a disti ‘which hadnojusti i
whatsoever. Aswas to be expected, a portion of the privileged sec-
tion of the Bar did everything in its power to defeat the proposed
legislation; but it was apparent from the outset that the attempt to
continue the unmerited inferiority of the vakils was doomed to fail-
ure. In the Assembly itself, some barrister members, particularly
Sir Hari Singh Gour, did everything to delay the legislation when
they saw that they could not get rid of it. Dr Gour “spoke of the high
traditions of the English Bar, and asked the Assembly not to
destroy the individuality of the members of the English Bar in
India, while they attempted to take away their seniority.”

Thewilltolearn
with humility

HE other day, I came across a teenaged boy who was

selling plastic toys in a market. The toys were mould-

ed in the shapes of animals and fish. Their fragile
beauty somehow reminded me of PB Shelley’s classic
poem Ozymandias, in which an arrogant king had his huge
statue built. However, time spared neither Ozymandias nor
his kingdom, though his broken statue survived. The poet
gave a subtle message to readers: art outlasts power.

My reverie was interrupted when a toy elephant fell to the
ground. The boy, who was crossing the road, did not notice
it. Raising my voice, I told him to stop and handed the item
to him. The boy’s happiness knew no bounds.

“Thank you, uncle. You are so kind,” he said in fluent
English. It was a pleasant surprise.

T asked him, “Do you go to school?”

After a pause, he replied in a trembling voice: “Poverty
is my teacher, my school.”

His words embarrassed me. I cursed the system for fail-
ing to provide education to every child in the country
despite all the tall claims made by successive governments.

“How did you learn to speak English so naturally?” I asked.

“I dropped out of school because my parents could not
afford my studies,” he said. “But I had a strong desire to learn
English. When foreigners came to buy my toys, I was fasci-
nated by the way they spoke. A teacher, whose kids were
among my customers, informed me about websites and apps
that gave tips on speaking English. Lo and behold, I started
using a friend’s smartphone to pursue my goal. I have made
some progress,” the boy added humbly.

The toy seller’s amazing story taught me a lesson: pas-
sion is a key ingredient of success, especially if it is
untainted by arrogance or overconfidence. Single-mind-
ed dedication can overcome all kinds of constraints.
Where there is a will, there is a way. I wished the boy
good luck, praying that others like him would also
achieve their goals against all odds.

The writer teaches at a college in Nakodar (Jalandhar)
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Rise above divisive politics

Refer to ‘An unusual contest in Punjab’ (The
Great Game); PM Modi has claimed that all
problems afflicting Punjab will be resolved if
the BJPis voted to power in the state. Howev-
er, the party has failed to deliver in many
states despite the promise of a “double-
engine sarkar.” The party has also set a bad
precedent by appointing non-cooperative
Governors in non-BJP-ruled states. Punjabis
can help the state in the ing electil

ity of a SAD-BJPalliance. The ball is finally in the
people’s court and they should vote wisely:
DS KANG, HOSHIARPUR

Display clear warning

Refer to ‘Digital trap’; it rightly highlights the
urgent need to protect children from the grow-
inginfluence of digital media. When even sensi-
ble adults are increasingly swayed by emotional
social-media content, misinformation and mis-
leading AT- 1 material, we must consid-

by rising above the divisive politics of religion
and caste, rejecting the culture of freebies,
and voting for honest candidates in this
unusual, multi-cornered contest.

RAJESH GOYAL, CHANDIGARH

Punjab awaits a credible alliance
Apropos of ‘An unusual contest in Punjab’
(The Great Game); the article offers an insight-
ful reading of the changing political equations
in the state and the possibility of a renewed
BJP-SAD alliance. The reported negotiations
over seat-sharing are intriguing, but the larg-
er question is whether such an alliance can
become a credible response to the aspirations
and concerns of the people. Punjab needs
political parties willing to address its econom-
ic challenges and social concerns.

HARISH MONGA, BY MAIL

People should vote wisely

With reference to ‘An unusual contest in Pun-

Jjab’; the state’s political landscape is shaping up
i Amid all

into.

q

er how deeply such content can affect young,
impressionable minds. Therefore, a clear warn-
ing should appear on social-media platforms,
stating that the content may not necessarily be
true, balanced, or created by a human.

BRI) B GOYAL, LUDHIANA

Bhagwat's address
Apropos of ‘Those who want no Muslims in
Bharat are not Hindus: RSS chief in New
York’; Mohan Bhagwat’s address needs to
be taken with a pinch of salt. He did not
refer to the constitutional provisions about
freedom of religion and equality irrespec-
tive of caste, creed or religion. The RSS is
making all-out efforts to refurbish its inter-
national image so that the global communi-
ty accepts it as a truly secular outfit.

PREM SINGH DAHIYA, ROHTAK

Need for disaster preparedness
Tt inNepal. i of

the destructive impact of extreme weather phe-
nomena. Nepal needs stronger early-warning
systems, efficient evacuation plans, emergency

s 3 the ruli
AAPi: ing on its welfare initiati dthe
friction-ridden Congress is struggling to main-
tain party cohesion. There is also every possibil-

networks and trained local res-
cue teams. Preparedness before a disaster
strikes is as important as relief after it occurs.

RUKMA SHARMA, JALANDHAR

Letters to the Editor, typed in double space, should not exceed the 200-word limit.
These should be cogently written and can be sent by e-mail to: Letters@tribunemail.com
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Rebuilding the Himalayas must begin locally

early 2010s. Just last year disseminationof warnings.Sci- 1y negotiated their return to
memories of Dharali in entists and good science need  the valley, realising that they
Uttarakhand and Kullu valley to be integrated into adminis- could neither survive dis-
in Himachal Pradesh are raw. trative interventions. placement for long nor indi-
International scientific com- The role of the affected com- ~ vidually rebuild their lives.

munity agrees that human- munities in effective rebuild-  They rebuilt the village with
induced climate change has ing cannot b Take  gover -prescribed
s augmented  the  frequency, the example of Nepal's Lang-  earthquake-resistant tech-
ABHIMANYU PANDEY intensity and unpredictability tang village, which coinciden-  niques using approved mate-
Ai?ﬂgggé[gg; of these disastrous events in tally lies close to the stricken  rials, within government-set
the Himalayas. While driven Bhotekoshi valley. Langtang  safe areas. Trekking tourism
by fossil fuel consumption, was destroyed by the 2015 rebounded alongside. The
HE apocalyptic  global warming heats different earthquake, after a massive villagers also made efforts to
visuals of the parts of the world dispropor- landslide of ice and rock trig-  revive cultural practices that
August 26 flood tionately, owing to complex gered on the mountain tower-  had rooted them in
near the Nepal- combinations of geography, ing above the village. Hun- for  generations. They
China border are pre-existing weather patterns, dreds of locals and foreigners  processed the grief of their
hocki: The ion and human inhabi- were killed. The surviving losses due to the earthquake
surge of greyish-black water, tation. According to a 2026 x locals were airlifted to Kath-  through rituals and prayers
thick with ice, rock and silt, reportby ICIMOD and the UN, WARNlNG SIGN: This tragedy joins a list of destructive ﬂoods mduced penodu:ally by gamal lake mandu. Back then, observers  and built memorials.
devastated the Gyirong port, the Hindu Kush outburst flows, cloudbursts and unusually heavy rainfall across the Himalayas since the early 2010s.p1i feared that it would take 10 to Therefore, disaster-resilient
the important overland trade-  region haswarmed 1.8°Cinthe 15 years for Langtang to be  rebuilding must be firstowned
cum-tourism transit point  past 50 years, compared tothe  sionsreduction and renewable tances from the river bed. rebuilt. I was based in Kath- by the local communities, with
between Nepal and Tibet 1.1°C global average. It adds energy uptake following the Localscanbetrainedinobserv-  manduatthetime. Foracouple  the government and funding
(China). As it sped down- that glaciers in the region are 2015 Paris Agreement. Now, ing unusual changes in river  of months, Ivolunteeredinaid  bodies acting more as guides

stream, the fero(nous watery disappearing at a 65% faster  therise of the Al industry, with and slope conditions that can  efforts for the displaced com-  and facilitators. Reviving cul-
beast  d speed to previous  itssubstantial energy,land and signal impending floods and ~ munitythere. However, whenI  turaltraditionsat the site being
roads, bridges, power projects,  decades. British glaciologist —water demands, threatens landslides. Evacuationdrillsto  trekked to the village on the rebuilt and commemorating

to
make things worse. Climate

vehicles and thousands of Hamish Pritchard saysthereis Itis lll]illS[ thatthis  safe upper areas need to be  first anniversary of the earth-  both losses and rebirth from
human lives across dozens of  evidence that the glacial col-  governance and diplomacy T ey I = conducted andaccessroutesto  quake in 2016, I saw that most  the disaster can help heal the
kilometres in the Bhotekoshi  lapse that caused the recent  face some tough times ahead. n‘l!]bndtlf)nd nt glon these areas kept clear Early of the displaced villagers had  socio-psychological ruptures
and Trishuli river valleys. As ~ Nepal flood was catalysed by~ There are things that local  Ofthe Hindu Kush  waming systems for floods  retumed to Langtang and oth- ~ caused by the disaster
of August 30, over 700 le  recent sually warm tem- vernments must change . . st be impy LB illages. We Thus, rebuilding disaster-
were g:onﬁrm:d de;igeo a‘:]d ;)em?ur‘;ni‘;)maivmgion SsmssmeH;na]avanmgonm 1111]1(118)'{15, \Vhl('h as t;-iic projects need h; be re- unde:wayf r::)n'? m<ili::|' i e onlybe
el o e Qe g0 L Al o Al Al ey s A sl i R e Mg
missing due e . Such 0] region of the lu IS, roleinaggravat - ronmental impacts an u attract i communities, is
was its force that many bodies ~ Kush Himalayas, which has  thecostsofsuchdisastersinthe Ingllglhly to gthflJ down if found unsafe. Refor-  sponsorship forreconstruction.  guided by science and multi-
were retrieved 200 km down-  contributed negligibly to glob-  Hi ha beenplayedbv \\v'anning Qllﬂll]d estation with native species Importantly, as Nepal- scalar collaboration and
stream, in Nepali Terai plains.  al 1y g issi the hapt can improve both landscape based researcher Eileen respects local ecological and
This tragedy joins a list of  should bear the brunt of some  along river beds and on old bear the brunt of stability and microclimates. MeDougall observes, Lang-  sociocultural conditions.
destructive floods induced of its worst consequences. It  debris plains, often driven by some ofits worst Since many rivers are trans-  tang's reconstruction hap-  Alongside, the fight for climate
periodically by glaciallakeout-  has been challenging for this  greed and short-sightedness. h B boundary; it is also imperative  pened within a few years of  justice, including fair compen-
burst flows, cloudbursts and  region todeal with the effects of Destroyed buildings, settle- COHSGQU(’]](‘C& thatgovernmentswork togeth- ~ the disaster because it was  sation for the Himalayas, needs
unusually  heavy ramfal] warmmg, despu.e the overall ments and roads must be ertoensuresharingofrelevant  led by the community. The  to be continued with renewed
across the Hi the inpolicy,emis-  rebuilt at safer heights and dis- monitoring data and timely displaced villagers collective-  vigour, clarity and conviction.

Necklines & societal bottomlines

RESHMI DASGUPTA

afterthought, is well taken. Many tra-
ditional festivals have been cut off
from their cultural moorings, inten-
tionally or otherwise. Thereisalsoan
inter-generational clash of percep-
tions. Ordering a young woman to
wear a particular type of outfit hasan
uncomfortably Taliban-likering toit.

clothes when that was not the case.
Thanks to the distraction of
Sanon's assigned attire, the main
message of the ad was also eclipsed.
Most people recall only her bralette
and skirt, not the jewellery brand,
or even what rakhi was tied to the
pe’ts paw in the ad. Was that the

Butyoung peopl feul-

? Some believe "all public-

It's not related to culture

precisely because India has no one
single culture or tradition or idea of
festivals. The country embraces
within it so much plurality that any
one sense of culture or tradition is
le. This outrage is about

RUHI TEWARI
SENIOR JOURNALIST

ourideaofawoman and her place in
society. Theire is directed at women

women's skin colour should be (Fair
& Handsome emerged much, much
later). Or, the Santoor young mother
ad, because, God forbid, fathers need
validation of their youth or looks.
And when the ad world dares, we
work even harder to pull it back. For
example, the outrage around actor

SENIOR JOURNALIST tural contexts and making choices ity is good publicity" and any poten- exercising agency andnotadhering  Alia Bhatt's Manyawar Mohey's
accordingly is the best-case scenario.  tial customer engagement with the N a country where the Prime  to social norms. It is about policing  bride brand campaign, which ques-
SANON's ensem- Even if the ensemble had been festive season round the corner can- Minister talks of 'nari shakti’ women. It is about patriarchy. tioned the traditional Hindu wed-

ble in the jewellery Sanons choice for Raksha Band- notbe bad. The brand's post-Diwali and the Leader of O if 'The saga is but another chapterin  ding ritual of Kanyadaan.
commercial was not han, no one should have had any  sales figures will show if that axiom raises the pitch on 'smashing  the thick book of patriarchy in the What better can we expect from a
outrageous or out- quibble with it. But Sanon did not =~ worked! the patriarchy’, we collectively — country, yet another reminder of nation that has given its women vot-
tanding. It was just wear what she wanted, she wore The fact that, as of May 2026, endupenabling—andoftenbrazen- how we expect women to look, erstheirdueafter decades of relegat-
inappropriate for the purported whattheadteamdecidedthe'sister Sanon is also an ly promoting — patriarchy.  behave and dress. The company's  ing them to the periphery because
contention of the ad that she wore  character in the commercial should  equity stakeholder The controversy around spineless reactionis hardly surpris-  their votes matter electorally but
it for: that families these dayshave ~ wear. Yet she became the target of in the company actor Kriti Sanons outfitina  ing. ﬁeadand marketingworldhas ~ denies women proportionate politi-
siblings across species, so sisters  criticism rather than those behind  besides being its Raksha Bandhan advertise-  often 1 social ion and real power?
tying rakhis on humanbrothersas  the ad; and it was also left to the brand ambassador ment for a jewellery brand  about women. Remember Fair &  From a nation that ensures women
well as canine ones is increasingly  actor to defend "her choice” of adds another dimen- tells us that no wordsmith- ~ Lovely and the ad that told us what  are identified by their relationships

prevalent. Pets now participate in
family events, so a jewellery brand
marketing doggy rakhis is a no-

sion. Reports say she

ery on shattering sexism in

took the stake as part the country and empower-
of the ing women will

even in policymaking — she is the
'Ladli Behna' or Lakhpati Didi,
after all? From a nation that tells

brainer. But why dilute the mes- endorsement . translate intomean- ‘women not to step out after dark, not
sage with controversy? deal rather Che Tribune ingful changein the to dress ‘provocatively, lest they

Many young women probably do than just a foreseeable future. invite a man's lust? From a nation
wear bralettes and skirts now on fee. So, she Consider this. An where cinema has made its women
celebrations like Raksha Bandhan, does  have TWO VI EWS actor does a brand pander to the male gaze? And from
Bhai Dooj, Teej/Teeyan, Baisakhi, skin in the campaign for the a nation where women fast to pray
Lohri, Onam, Bihu, Pongal, etc. game. It is KRm SANON AD festival of the for their husband's long lives,
And, as has been stressed in the unlikely, brother-sisterbond. because how can she not make a

social media backlash that eventu-
ally led to the ad’s scrapping,

though, that she would have the
time to be involved in the minuti-

She wears what she finds stylish
and is comfortable in. The ad is

small sacrifice for a man? From a
nation where a teenage girl's use of

women do have the right to decide ae of the ad film, including its cos-  made and telecastand suddenly, the abusive language comes as a ‘cultur-
what they want towear —or not. No tumes. But she would be impacted = collective and fragile sense of pro- al shock' to even the PM because,
one can or should act as a censor. by market reactions, if any. priety of our society gets triggered. unlike boys, only the utmost decen-
Actor and BJP MP Kangana This could explain why she took = The cleavage is too much for a festi- cy is expected from our betiyaan'?
Ranaut — herself trolled over her the criticism head-on by stating = val, we decide. It outrages the tradi- ‘And from a nation where women are
2015 National Award ceremony dress forthrightly that tradition residesin = tion’s purity, we declare. Women bound by a common factor: being
—afterherinitial criticism of Sanon's awoman's heart, notin theneckline = need to know howto dress appropri- second to men across their identi-
outfit and the ad as "intentionally of her dress. Sanon is right, of ately, we announce. And the actor's ties, whatever be their caste, faith,
creepy' asserted it was more the con- course. That is the bottom line. But = defence notwithstanding, the brand demography or ethnicity?
text than the attire itself. Her argu- . "a woman's right to choose" was not | issues an apology, claiming it has So no, the shrill outcry over
ment that clothing choices have to Womendohave the the supposed focus of the jewellery = the "highest regard and deeprespect Itisabout p()liC illg Sanon's advertisement has nothing
keep cultural settings in mind echo n‘gh[ todecide what commercial. Yet, that isalsoanapt = for Indian culture, traditions and ) en.Itisal todowith the spiritoffestivals or tra-
many middle-class Indians’ view < (if unexpected) catchphrase for the | festivals', and withdraws the ad. women.Itisabout ditional values, but with the idea of
Wearing abralette ata clubor partyis ll](‘y wanttowear. upcoming festive buying season. The targeting of Kriti Sanon's p{ll]'i'dl'Ch\’. how we expect women to behave at
fine; but not at traditional events. So,was the controversyabaneora  clothes has nothing to do with cul- o festivals, Just as we expect women to
Ranaut's argument, even if as an boon? The company'stoplinewilltell! | ture or tradition or festivals. This is behave everywhere, all the time.

ACROSS DOWN SATURDAY'S SOLUTION SUNSET: MONDAY 18:46 HRS
— .
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Israel can - and should - save
assimilated Jews

* By COOKIE
SCHWAEBER-ISSAN

amenting the crisis under
L which world Jewry finds
itself, The fenusalem Post’s
ditor-in-chief Zvika Klein's

A fresh slate?

fer Winter launched his new People of Isra-
O el party on Tuesday, kickstarting what could
become a bloc-busting run for the Knesset.

Beyond the retired IDF general's stated ideology and
firm position within the right-wing bloc, Winter is uf{u-
Ing few other did. can: a
new political slate.

Shaped by a goal of having as broad an appeal as pos-
sible, Winter's list includes some very well-known and
some lesser-known faces, all with one thing in common:
They have never done this before.

After October 7, the need for fresh faces in both the
legislative and executive branches of government has
become evident.

The Hamas massacre exposed failures that had been
systemically ignored for years, not only by individuals
in government but across Israel’s political and security
establishment.

That does not mean every newcomer will be better than
every veteran. Experience matters, particularly when
governing a country facing threats on multiple fronts.

But there is a legitimate argument that the people who
helped shape the system that produced Ismel’s current
crisis should not be the only ones entrusted with fixing
it

Winter appears to have klentified a chunk of right-
wing voters who, while not ready to vote for the oppo-
sition, have become disillusioned with Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu's coalition and want new faces on
the Right.

Yoseph Haddad is a known quantity across the polit-
Ical spectrum for his pro-lsrael activism abroad and his
hardline right-wing stance on Arab sector issues at home.

Former Jerusalem deputy mayor Flewr Hassan-Na-
houm has municipal experience without the baggage of
national politics. Laly Deral, mother of slain IDF soldier
Saadia Derai, is a respected social activist making ber first
venture into politics.

They, and the rest of Winter's new list, will be able to go
to voters and argue that the faces we see running for the
Knesset today are the same people who have

recent Friday column was
devoted to the subject of why
Israeli politicians just don't get
it

Quoting  different  leaders,
what stood out the most was
the staggering 70% of inter
marrlage that is happening in
the US. If that trend contin-
ues, within a reasonably short
period of time, the Jewish com-
munity will simply disappear,
Whowouldn't be concerned by
such troubling news?

But there is hope, and it's
what no one feels comfortable
talking about. While agencies
such as Nefesh B'Nefesh are
wholly devoted to the cause of
aliyah, at the same time, they
do their best to weed out jews
they deem less qualified to live
in the Jewish homeland. That
includes those who are inter-
married, do not identify with
Orthodox Judaism, and have
possibly shifted over to another
set of religious beliefs. It also
includes those who are not
fully Jewish.

The problem with that weed-
ing process is that, short of
bringing them to Israel so that
they can become reacquaint-
ed with the holidays, customs
and traditions - not to mention
giving their kids a much better
chance of marrying a jew - that
massive sector will assuredly be
lost as future jews.

Conversely, bringing such
families to Israel will almost
Kuarantee a completely differ-
ent outcome! Once here, they
will be conf with the tra-

Israedi politics through years of instability, inchuding five
elections in three years.

They are the same people who allowed Israel’s secu-
rity to fall by the wayside in favor of partisan political
ambitions, and the same people who failed to bring
Hamas and Hezbollah to their knees despite a plethora
of promises,

That alone is not enough to win votes. Winter must
show that his andndalu are capable of offering new
thinking and,

The public is not nu(e“amv quung for politicians
who have never made a mistake. It may be looking for
politicians who were not part of the political system that
produced the current impasse, and who can approach its
problems without years of partisan baggage.

But one Issue Winter must address over the coming
weeks and months is the political contradiction staring
him in the face.

On Thursday, following nearly 48 hours of speculation
on Istaell news channels, Winter clarified that his party
would only recommend Netanyahu for prime minister
after the election.

“We do not work for any person, only for the people
of Israel,” he said. “We are in the right-wing camp, the
leader of the right-wing camp is Netanyahu, and we will
only recommend him.”

Winter is entitied to take that position, If his voters
want a right-wing government led by Netanyahu, he
should be clear about it. But be also needs to explain how
that pesition squares with the broader message of politi-
<al renewal on which his campaign is belng built.

The two positions are not irreconcilable. Winter can
argue that Israel needs new political forces while Net-
anyahu remains, for now, the natural leader of the Right.
But if that is his argument, he should make it explicitly.

Whether one agrees with Winter's politics or not,
announcing a list free of anyone who held national polit-
Ical office before October 7 offers something Israel has
been missing: a genuine chance to start over,

Winter's positioning within the blocs, and especially
his ip with will help
whether People of Israel’s reliance on new faces is merely
a political gimmick or the beginning of a post-October 7
model of Istaeli politics.

ditional Friday night Shabbat
dinner, where families gather
together, light candles, and
connect in a meaningful way.
They will learn to relax on
Saturdays, because few things

FRIENDS AND family enjoy a Shabbat meal in Sderot, in 2024. (Dylan Martinez/Reuters)

are open. It won't be their usual
day to wash the car, run to
the mall or catch up on jobs
they've been putting off.

With so many biblical, cultur-
al, and national holidays and
observances, they will begin to
solidify and take on a new iden-
tity - one which is more aligned
and unified with their people.

Of course, as their children
attend school, they will learn
Hebrew, often speaking with
no detectable accent, unlike
those who arrived at a later age.
Thedr friends will be other Jews,
and their orientation will be
geared towards teaching them
their history as they slowly
become part of the country’s
future.

Those kids will serve in the
military, study in our universi
ties, and choose thelr marriage
partner from the vast pool of
Jewish candidates who live
here. This is the right recipe
for saving Diaspora Jewry, for
those who are truly interested
In doing so,

FOR THOSE who are, instead,
fixated on the purity and per-
centage of Jewish blood run-
ning through the veins of indi-
viduals, and for those who are

closed off to anyone other than
the religiously observant, sav-
ing world Jewry might already
be a cause which has been writ-
ten off.

That is because they no lon-
ger consider Diaspora Jews as
Jews worth saving. Years ago, |
had this very conversation with
one such person who | thought
shared my own passion for
bringing every Jew home,
regardless of what they believe.
Their only criteria had to be
what is written in the 1950 Sec-
ular Law of Return - being the
child or grandchild of a Jew.

Sadly, once the conversation
turned toward the unaffiliated
and intermarried, the response
was that they should remain
in the Diaspora as they were,
in his mind, not eligible to
come. From his point of view,
they had made their choice to
abandon Judaism and were not
worth saving, even if another
Holocaust were to happen.

He was, in effect, cosing the
door to hundreds of thousands
of his own people who, irre-
spective of thedr religious affili-
ation or marital status, remain
ethnically Jewish - a distine-
tion which no one can erase
ordeny.

For anyone who has been
paying attention, the accounts
of antisemitic attacks, deni-
grating verbal sentiment, or

isdanger when it comes to their
safety, their continulty, appre
clation for their identity and,
most especially, the survival of
their homeland.

While some may see them as
an extra burden, their presence
here can make such a great dif-
ference. As they are strength-
ened in a new way of life, we,
too, will receive that benefit by
the sheer numbers, replacing
others who have left.

Yes, they will need lots of help
leamning the language, the cus-
toms, and the uniqueness of
our society, but once they do,
they will become an asset in
50 many ways that it will be a
mystery why no one consid-
ered this sooner.

Regrettably, Klein is right.
Many lsraeli politicians are
unable and unwilling to con-
front this issue, almost accept-
ing the loss of Diaspora Jews

attempts hise Jews
from many ents of socl-
ety are only widening, with no
signs of letting up.

Sure, you may not attend a
synagogue and may even be
murried to a gentile, but what
happens if your last name is
Rosenberg or Levine? Will you
get any special dispensation
just because you have assimilat-
ed and no longer clasely iden-
tify with the traditions of your
people? Probably not!

The truth of the matter is
that assimilated Jews will still
be looked upon as strangers,
different from all others. Born
with that Jewish gene, they will
never be able to scrub it out
of them, and that is why their
lives will still be in peril despite
the choices they have made.

Anyone who thinks they are
not worth rescuing either has
no heart or consclence and has
a misplaced perspective as it
relates to what Judaism teaches
us about loving our neighbor as
ourselves,

World Jewry is truly at a cross
roads on so many levels. There

asa 70 conclusion. It's
sad to say, but those who feel
that way are simply lacking the
vision that is needed to see the
great potential that could bless
this nation by embracing the
“lost” of their people.

Each one of us who has made
our own aliyah journey should
reflect on just how fortunate
we have been to be gathered to
our people and be part of the
Zionist dream, becoming the
envy of nations, as we pooled
our collective resources to build
an enviable society.

There s no reason this can-
not and should not happen.
1t already exists in our Law of
Return. The real tragedy for
world Jewry is that it’s just not
being done. We can change
that, and we must!

The writes, a former principal of
Jerusalern dlementary and middle
schools, was a member of Kibbutz
Re'im from 1994 to 1999. She is
the author of Mistake-Proof Par-
enting, based on the time-tested
wisdorn found in the Book of Prov-
erbs, available on Amazon,

Israel still believes in unity

+ By ROBERT SINGER
g t first glance, the latest Israeli Society Barom-

cter offers an encouraging picture. Nearly
three-quarters of Israelis (73%) believe that
Israel can be a cohesive society despite the divisions
within it. This is the highest figure recorded since
the Center for Jewish Impact began conducting the
barometer in 2024, and a notable increase from 67%
in February.
After years of political turmail, the trauma of follow-
ing the October 7 massacre and a prolonged multi-

Now it must build it

of confidence Is being compounded by a serious fail-
ure abad.

Although 649% of Israelis consider the strategic rela-
tionship with the US to be strong, only 23% believe
Israel effectively communicates its policies and posi-
tions internationally fully, and 70% regard Israeli pub-
lic diplomacy as ineffective.

This Is not merely a matter of Isracl receiving unfa-
vorable media coverage. It is now affecting the dail
lives and personal decisions of Israelis. More than half,
529, report some level of concern about identifying
as Israeli while traveling abroad. Since October 7, 2023,
4196 have changed their behavior overseas, including

front war, Istaelis have not given up on the possibility
of a shared future.

However, beneath this optimism lies a waming that
must not be ignored. Israelis may believe in cohesion

altering de canceling trips, or avoiding cer-
tain activities,

When Israelis feel compelled to hide their national-
ity, the problem is no Iongvr abstract. It represents a

porting civil soclety organizations.

That finding reflects an important truth. Israel and
the Diaspora are not separate constituencies connect-
ed only by sentiment. They are part of a single, inter-
dependent people. Antisemitism abroad affects Isra-
o, just as Israel’s policies and international standing
affect Jewish communities worldwide,

Strengthening Jewish security, (dentity and resil-
ience must therefore be treated as a strategic nauoml
interest, ing smaller
those in countries with modem Islamic societies.

None of this can be separated from the economic
and security concerns facing lsraeli families. The pub-
lic’s leading priority for the next government Is reduc-
Ing the cost of living and strengthening the economy;,
selected by 38% of respondents. National security
follows at 25%, while 13% prioritize unity and bridg-

as a national ideal, yet they are far less confident that
the country’s different communities can actually live
together.

Only 64% believe that secular and haredi (ultra-Or-
thodox) Jews can coexist in Israel. \(m\ troublingly,
just 42% believe in Jewish-A

The di between

are stark. While
74% of Arab respondents and 48% of secular Jews
believe Jewish-Arab coexistence is possible, only 7% of
religious and haredi respondents share that view,
These figures do not mean that Israel is destined
1o fragment. On the contrary, the broad belief in the
possibility of national cohesion provides a foundation
on Mudl to build.
heless, they demonstrate the distance between
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supporting unity in principle and trusting one anoth-
1 in practice.

Ahead of Israel's fateful elections in October, It is
clear that national cohesion cannot remain a slo-

intheenv
mg Israel and the Jewish people.
The response cannot consist solely of better slogans,
faster reactions, or additional social media content.

ISRAEL NEEDS what the public itself is demanding:
a long-term national strategy for international com-
munication. One-third of respondents identified such
a strategy as the most important measure neaded to
improve Istacl’s global standing, while another 25%
pointed to changes in government policy and deci-
sioremaking.

We need to strengthen our ties with our allies who
know us, even if they do not necessarily volce strong
opinions or widd significant influence. Just as there
were volunteers in the 1960s and 1970s whose positive
Impact is evident today, we now have individuals,
whether foreign workers, Christian volunteers, of peo-
ple in the hi-tech industry working with Israells, who

ing social divisions and 1% the IDF enlistment crisis.

These issues are interconnected. Economic hand-
ship deepens social resentment. Unequal obligations
weaken solidarity. Internal division damages national
resilience, while diplomatic isolation threatens both
security and prosperity.

The barometer does not describe a society that has
lost hope. It describes a society that still Delieves m
itself but is i asingly impatient for leadership eq
to its challenges,

Israelis have demonstrated extraordinary courage
and mutual responsibility during the most difficult
period in recent memory, The task now is to transform
the solidarity shown in moments of crisis into a per-
manent national strategy.

This must be front and center for any incoming gov-
ernment after the elections.

‘The cholce is not between unity and disagreement,
nor between Israel’s domestic resilience and its global
standing; we must strengthen both.

Israel must build trust among its citizens, renew its

p with world Jewry and explain its purpose
to the world with confidence, professionalism and

gan reserved for camy or of 3 will return to their home countries and serve as our

cv. It must be transtated into { hassad

between that too often er one N heless, public dip Y cannot i

another through political arguments, social media or  for poor policy, but even necessary and defensible

stereotypes. pnlluc\ will fose international support if they are not  moral clarity,

Israel needs spaces in which Jewish and Arab citizens

- across all religious backgrounds -~ can meet around
shared responsibilities and common interests. Edu-
cation, national or civic service, employment, local
government and dvil soclety can JII h'.\ﬂllc arenas
This does

G for « rather than ¢
Do net copy, distribute. replicate, transkate, mmou\;;xu not require to abandon their id
mnmm(m ‘other mmedi) o by any dectronsc
means, cpticul, mechaniaal o :lm any part dnhwtm or disagreements.
text, drawings, A cohesive society is not one in which everyone
dﬂ?"\‘m{: mmm n&“‘m Wh thinks alike. It is one in which differences do not pre-

vent people from recognizing a common destiny.
The barometer also reveals that Israel's internal crisis

d within a coherent strategic f
Israel must invest in research, professional com-
munication, credibie | par

The Israeli public still believes that a cobesive society
is possible. That belief is a pru ous national asset, but
itis not

engagement with audiences beyond its e:mnng sup-
porters. It must explain not only what it does, but who
Israelis are, what Israel stands for and why its security
and future matter to the democratic world.

This effort must be closely connected to Israel’s rela-
tionship with global Jewry. Seventy percent of Israelis
believe the state should invest resources in [Maspora
Jewish communities. Their priorities include encour-
aging aliyah, protecting Jewish communities and sup-

We must act before upmmun becomes exhaustion
and distance becomes division. Israel’s future will be
secured not simply by defeating its enemies, but by
ensuring that its citizens, its global Jewish family and
its friends around the world understand what holds us
together and why that bond is worth defending,

The writer is the chainman of the Center for Jewish
Impact and a former CEO of the World Jewish Congress
and World ORT.
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The political landscape wants Eth

Will it share that power?

* By SHMUEL LEGESSE

or generations, in the

highlands of East Africa

between the Blue Nile
basin and the Red Sea world,
Ethioplan Jews observed
Shabbat, preserved ancient
biblical traditions, prayed
toward Jerusalem, dreamed
of returning to Zion, and
sometimes died attempting
to reach it

During the annual holy day
of Sigd, Beta Israel prayed for
a return to Zion and renewed
its covenant with God and
the Torah. In 1862, a Beta
Israel group led by the spir-
Itual leader Abba Mahari
attempted to reach Jerusa-
lem decades before Theodor
Herzl published The Jewish
State.

We did not need European
Zionism to teach us to long
for Jerusalem because Zion
lived in our prayers before
modern  political Zionism
acquired a congress, a flag,
or a diplomatic office

Yet now that we have
reached the Jewish state,
served in its military, joined
its religious institutions, and
voted for its political parties,
we are still too often invited
to demonstrate loyalty with
out being trusted to exercise
power

This history does not mean
every Ethiopian Israeli holds
the same political beliefs
No community is politically
uniform. But it helps explain
why many feel a natural
affinity with religious Zion-
ism and the Israeli right

it has to do with a rever-
ence for Jewish tradition, an
attachment to Jerusalem, a

addressed party members,

Another

possibility

MEMBERS OF the Ethiopian Israeli community protest outside the Knesset last year.
(Yonatan Sindel/Flasth90)

jopian votes

Jewish
never

Amharic that the
return to Israel was

belief in Jewish sovereignty,
a respect for military ser-
vice, and an undenstanding
that Jewish survival requires
strength.

On October 27, Israelis will
democratically elect the 120
members of the Knesset,
Israel's padiament. Israelis
do not vote directly for con
gressional-style district rep-
resentatives. They vote for
national party lists, and par-
liamentary seats are distrib-
uted proportionally. The par-
ties represent Jewish, Arab,
religious, secular, liberal, and
conservative constituencies.

A candidate’s position on
a party list can therefore
determine whether an inter
nal-primary victory produc-
e actual power.

That distinction explains
why Ethiopian Istaeli Gabi
Gebre Worku'’s victory mat-
ters. Worku entered the
Likud’s 2026 primaries along-
side ministers and lawmak-
ers. He traveled, ovrganized,

and asked voters to judge his
work. In the direct contest
for the position reserved for
a new immigrant, he defeat-
ed six other candidates and
recefved 3,159 votes. He won,
but was then placed at No.
43

That position is outside the
Likud's practical electoral
range. Worku competed and
prevailed. Leaving him at No,
43 would indicate to Ethiopi-
an Likud members that their
participation is welcome, but
their democratic decision is
expendable

Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu should use one
of his leadership-controlled
positions or any remaining
lawful mechanism to move
Worku up so that he will be
situated among the top 23
candidates.

This would not be charity
or tokenism; it would respect
a candidate who entered the
Likud’s democratic process
and won

raised hope. An Israeli pub-
lication reported advanced
discussions between Otzma
Yehudit leader Itamar Ben-
Gvir and Bezalel Yaakov, an
Ethiopian-Israeli right-wing
strategist and Channel 14
panelist, about a possible
reserved place on the party's
Knesset list

NO FINAL commitment
has been confirmed. Yaa-
kov represents a young,
Hebrew-speaking and
unapologetically  Zionist
Ethloplan generation. His
inclusion would be encourag-
ing. But hope must not again
become a photograph, a cam-
paign slogan, then silence
once the final list Is submit.
ted.

Ethiopian  Istaeli  repre-
sentation in the Knesset is
important, Nevertheless,
none of us has led Israel at
the highest levels or head-
ed its mission to the United
Nations, a consequential dip-

speak seriously about Israel,
Zionism, of the Jewish future
Why has no qualified Ethi
opian Istaeli been seriously
considered to become Istel’s
permanent representative to
the United Nations?

During Danny Danon’s
first term, from 2015 to 2020,
he became the first Israell
elected to chair a principal
UN committee, the General
Assembly’s Sixth Committee
on legal affairs. He began a
second term in August 2024,
making him the only Istacli
to hold the ambassadorship
twice. He has represented
Israel and deserves recogni-
tion for his service.

In Seprember 2025, the UN
General Assembly endorsed a
declaration on the lsraeli-Pal-
estinian conflict by 142 votes
to 10. No single envoy alone
controls such outcomes, and
the UN's institutional hostili-
ty toward Israel long predates

limits and ineffectiveness of
repeating the same strategy
with the same political mes
sengers

After nearly seven years
across two  terms, Israel
should prepare new leader-
ship not because Danon’s
service was worthless, but
because forceful rebuttals
alone and the current meth-
od have not reversed Istael's
diplomatic isolation

1 am not raising this kssue
only in the abstract. | would
be honored and humbled to
be considered to lead lsra-
el’s mission 1o the United
Nations.

1 am a proud black African;
an Ethiopian-born  Israe-
Il American Jew; a Modern
Orthodox; a right-wing but
Inclusive educator; a student
of the Baron Rabbi Jona-
than Sacks; and a specialist
in moral diplomacy, conflict
resolution, and restorative

has  lomatic appointment Danon's justice.
I have asked why Ethiopian But that overwhelming I eamned a doctorate in
Israelis are rarely invited to  margin  demonstrates the  educational leadership from

Yeshiva University and a mas-
ter’s degree in community
leadership and philanthropy
from Hebrew University. |
also spent two decades work-
ing In New York's court sys-
tem and have experience in
Israell and Ethiopian public
affairs.

These qualifications do not
entitle me to an ambassador-
ship. They do entitle other
Ethiopian Israelis and 1 with
comparable records to serious
consideration.

I cannot promise to trans-
form UN voting overnight.
No honest diplomat can. But
I would bring a broader mor
al-diplomacy strategy

This would encompass cul-
tivating relationships with
African and other Global
South delegations before a
crisis erupts; engaging black,
Christlan, Muslim, and Jew-
ish audiences; and explain-
ing in English, Hebrew, and

exclusively European.

Imagine a black Ethiopi-
an Jew, a descendant of an
ancient East African Jew-
ish community that prayed
toward Jerusalem for centu
ries, addressing the UN Gen-
eral Assembly. That envoy
would be more than a sym-
bol. They would be living evi-
dence against the accusation
that Israel is a white colonial
project.

Gabl Gebre Worku com-
peted and won. Bezalel Yaa-
kov may be approaching an
opportunity. Qualified Ethi-
opian Istaelis are prepared
10 serve and represent Israel
internationally, including at
the UN

The writer is an Internation
ul educator, comnumity activ-
ist, and diplomacy expert. He
has served in New York City as
an Investigation Officer for tie
Supreme amd Family Court, and
represented the Israeli Knesset in
international public affairs

‘Jews have it coming,’AHasanﬁPiker tells millions of fans

+ By MICHA DANZIG

na recent live stream, with a photo

of Jewish Michigan congressional

candidate Jeremy Moss on screen
behind him, Twitch personality Hasan
Piker told his millions of followers that US
Jews “have it coming.”

Those who “"keep putting this idea out
there that they are singularly invested
in israel” should expect that “eventually
someone’s going to come around and take
action, not against the State of israel, mind
you, but against American Jews,” he said.

Piker called Israel “Jewish [SIS,” saving
that Jews were "making antisemitism
worse.”

Antisemitism has historically come in
two forms. One is transactional: “Renounce
whatever it Is we are telling you to renounce
and safety will supposedly follow.” The
other is fixed: “You are the problem regard-
less of what you renounce, because your
Identity itself is the offense.”

Mistaking one for the other is how soci-
eties miss what's happening until it Is too
late. Piker's rhetoric looks like the first
Kind. It also smuggles in the second.

The transactional version has a long
pedigree, In 1789, as France debated citl-
zenship for Jews who had lived there for
centuries, Count Stanislas-Marie-Adélalde
de Clermont-Tonnerre delivered the sen-
tence that would define it: “To the Jews as
a nation, nothing. To the Jews as individu-
als, everything."

In other words, he offered full citizen-
ship in exchange for dissolving the nation-
al parts of Jewish identity, an offer Jews
“could not refuse.” Every generation since
has been handed some version of this, in
Frenchy, in Russian, and now in the argot

of Twitch.

Even the offer’s predecessor, reli-
glous-based antisemitism, was never as
clean as it pretended. Medieval Europe
held out baptism as the door out of per-
secution. Spain tested that promise and
broke it

After the mass forced conversions of
the 14th and 15th centuries, the limpicza
de sangre, "the purity of blood,” statutes
barred anyone with Jewish ancestry, how-
ever distant, from public office, the priest
hood, and social standing.

The room marked “convert, and you are
free” had a false bottom. Blood, not belief,
was the real test.

NATAN SHARANSKY, the Soviet dissident
who spent years in the Gulag for wanting
10 live as a free Jew in Israel, built a test for
recognizing this pattern in real time.

Does the rhetoric demonize Jews or the
Jewish state, casting them as uniquely evil?
Does it delegitimize Jewish self-determina-
tion, treating a Jewish homeland as illegiti-
mate in a way no other nationalism ks ques-
tioned? Does it apply a double standard,
holding lews or Israel to scrutiny applied
1o no one else?

Piker’s stream clears all three, and the
double standard is easy to prove. US poli-
ticians Abdul El-Sayed and Rashida Tlaib
have built carcers around identification
with the Palestinian Arab cause, and have
each made claims about Israel that were
false or badly distorted

Imagine a streamer showing their photo
and saying Arab Americans “putting this
idea out there” should expect that “some-
one’s going to come around and take
action™ against them or accuse them of
“making Islamophaobia worse.” That would

be denounced widely and instantly as
incitement, No one would call it a warning.

Piker said the Jewish version of that sen-
tence about Moss.

Moss answered for himself. “A Califor-
nia podcaster will not lecture me about
what Oakland County’s Jewish communi
ty should and shouldn’t believe,” he said,
adding that Jews “won't be gaslit that we're
responsible for the antisemitic harm upon
us.
Rep. Hillary Scholten identified it for
what it was, "Calls for violence against
American Jews ... unacceptable. Full stop,”
she said.

El-Sayed, whose Senate campaign Piker
spent months building, could only offer
that antisemitism Is “a scourge” in the
abstract, without naming what Piker said
or disavowing him.

Multiply that by the rest of the Demo-
cratic Party, the country’s largest, and the
silence gets harder to explain. A hand-
ful spoke up. The overwhelming majori
ty of a party that claims fighting racism
and bigotry as a core value said nothing
about an allied influencer telling millions
that American Jews were inviting violence
against themselves.

That gap between the outrage this would
generate against any other minority and
the silence Piker got from his own coalition
is the double standard operating in real
time, on screen.

The International Holocaust Remem
brance Alliance’s working definition of
antisemitism identifies both denying Jew-
ish self-determination and holding Jews
collectively responsible for Israel’s actions
as antisemitic

Piker did both - and named individu-
als. “Collectively™ is a crucial term here

because it marks the point where his rhet-
oric moves beyond a supposed bargain for
safety and becomes more sinister.

When Wilhelm Marr coined “antisemi-
tism” in 1879, he rebranded a hatred that
had worn religious clothing for a thousand
years into something claiming to be secular
and sclentific - race, not sin.

He took the false bottom already built
into limpicza de sangre and made it official
doctring, a fixed, hereditary trait no con
version could erase. That closure metasta-
sized into Nazi racial law under which con-
verted Jews and decorated Jewish veterans
of the First World War still had no path out.
The category itself had become the crime.

Piker's language borrows from both hate-
ful traditions at once. On the surface, he
offers a transaction: stop being “invested”
in Istael, and the danger recedes. That is
Clermont-Tonnerre's structure.

But “Jewish ISIS" is a distinet kind of
accusation. ISIS denotes a terrorist move-
ment; attaching the label o a democracy
makes sense only if “Jewish™ bears the
moral welght of the claim. The phrase
does more than condemn a state. It merges
Jewish self-determination with an image of
absolute evil, Stripped of its polemical lan-
guage, the logic echoes Marr's: An identity
treated as inherently corrupt and collec-
tively culpable

THIS IS also why the “anti-Zionism isn't
antisemitism” argument collapses so often
on contact with reality. When anti-Israel
rhetoric singles out Jews alone among all
peoples on Earth as the one group unde-
serving of self-determination, and treats
Jewish support for that state as evidence of
a nefarious group tralt, it isn't a carve-out
from antisemitism.

It is antisemitism in fashionable disguise,
exactly as it was in Inquisition Spain, Cler-
mont-Tonnerre's Paris, and Marr’s Germa-
ny.

Piker's own words supply the final tell
He never said he wanted to harm Jews, He
sald other people will, and that Jews will
have brought it on themselves simply by
existing and believing what many of them
do. He sounded like a bystander describing
a forecast.

But Piker is the one seeding the cloud

Call this what it is. Piker did not wam
Jews. He indicted them, collectively, for the
crime of existing as they are, then dressed
the indictment up as a safety waming. It is
the oldest accusation in the book, updated
for a platform that rewards it with millions
of views instead of pulpits,

Jews have absorbed both forms of this
hatred before, sometimes offered by the
same movement in the same breath. Most
know the difference when they hear it,
even when people around them pretend
not to. This time, the accusation had a
name, a face, and millions of witnesses. Let
the record reflect it,

What should concern everyone, Jewish
or not, is that this happened to an individ-
ual who was called out by name.

The hypocrisy is clear: Anequivalent threat
made against Arab Americans over the thet.
oric of their most visible leaders would be
denounced immediately and near universal
ly. Every politician, network, and platform
that let this pass also fit Sharansky’s test,
though probably not with the answer they
imagined,

The writer is an attormey and a former IDF sol-
dier and NYPD officer, He writes widdy on Isra
d, Ziontism, antisemitism, and Jewish history.
He serves on the boand of Herut North America.
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Will future Iran compete with Dubai?

* By SALEM ALKETBI

ecently, an argument

has emerged which

maintains that the
rise of Dubai and the Gulf
states was closely tied to
Iran’s withdrawal from its
regional position after the
1979 lranian revolution
A stable Iran open to the
world, the argument goes,
would return the economic
center to Tehran and cause
Dubai to lose much of its
appeal as a temporary sub-
stitute.

Initially, the idea seems
open to debate, especially
when we consider Iran's
size, resources, location,
population base, and civi-
lizational heritage. Howev-
er, the argument weakens
when lran's presumed rise
becomes a condition for
Dubai’s decline, and what
the United Arab Emirates
has achieved in half a cen-
tury Is reduced to a vacuum
left by another state

Undeniably, lran  bas
the foundations of enor-
mous economic power. If it
becomes a stable state, eco-
nomically open, and recon-
ciled with its region and the
world, it wiil likely recover
some of the capital, skilled
people, and businesses that
sanctions, restrictions, and
instability pushed abroad.
But this Is where the basic
.Is\umplmu needs scrutiny

The movement of capital
and businesses to Dubai
hardly proves that lran's
Isolation made Dubal suc-
cessful. The faltering of
one country’s economic
environment rarely creates
a successful economic cen-
ter In another, Between the
two lies a more important
factor: the ability of the
alternative environment to
compete and attract

Dubai’s rise rests on its
own model rather than the
withdrawal of others. It
built an environment that
targets capital, companies,
and talent, accumulated
infrastructure, global con-
nectivity, legal and regula-
tory frameworks, and stable
rules.

By contrast, other region-

al economies suffered, to
varying degrees, from sanc-
tions, regulatory restric-
tions, state intervention,
bureaucracy, and political
and economic uncertainty.

To be sure, the difference
here is that no vacuum is
left by one side and filled by
another. It is the ability of
one model to attract what
other environments failed
to attract or retain

If lran's crises and iso
lation were enough to
explain Dubai’s rise, then
the region's crises would
likely have produced simi-
lar economic centers near
by. None emerged.

The absence or faltering
of a competitor may create
an opportunity, but it alone
fails to build a global center.
Otherwise, replicating the
Dubai experience would be
far easier than reality has
shown

THIS EXPOSES another flaw
in the notion of a tempo-
rary substitute. It assumes
that Iran once occupled a
natural economic position,
that this position moved
to the Gulf after the lrani-
an revolution in 1979, and
that Tehran can reclaim it
whenever circumstances
change. Financial and com-
mercial centers never move
between countries the way
spheres of Influence maove
on maps, and no historical
right reserves an economic
center for its former owner.

Undoubtedly, the capi-
tal that reached Dubal was
secking the environment
most able to serve it, rather
than an heir to Tehran. Had
it failed to find that envi-
ronment there, it would
have considered centers
such as Singapore, London,
Hong Kong, and other cit-
ies that compete globally
for money, companties, and
talent

This point s key. From the
outset, Dubai’s competition
involved a network of glob-
al cities seeking to perform
the same functions or parts
of them, rather than Iran
alone,

What Dubai has accumu-
lated in this competition is

Taa A n i,
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GENERAL VIEW of the Burj Khalifa skyline in Dubal, United Arab Emirates. (Abdel Had RamahijRevters)

now more than a circum-
stantial advantage. It has
become a network of mea-
surable scale. In 202§, 95.2
million passengers passed
through Dubai Interna-
tional Airport, the highest
annual figure in the air-
port’s history, according to
Dubal Airports data.

The number of active
companies registered in the
Dubai International Finan-
cial Center exceeded 10,000
by the end of the first half
of 2026, while Jebel Ali Port
is connected to more than
150 ports around the world,

Ihese figures measure
more than assets - they
measure a network in which
the flows of people, capital,
trade, and services overlap,
and one that resists repli-

cation

Investors assess opportu-
nity, risk, the stability of
rules, contract protection,
the ability to move capi-
tal, and access to suppli
ers, customers, and talent.
Companies rarely relocate
their business centers sim.
ply because a promising
market appears, since they
operate within systems of
relationships, services, and
trust  accumulated over
years, History does matter,
but civilizational age alone
confets no future economic
role.

In Iran’s case specifically,
even if political conditions
change radically, Tehran
will hardly awaken the next
morning as a global finan-
cial center. Reintegrating

4 large economy that has
been subjected to prolonged
sanctions and restrictions
will require reforming the
banking sector, stabilizing
the currency, protecting
investment, and rebuilding
international confidence

Iran’s potential is indeed
enormous, but turning
it into a stable economic
power requires time, poli-
cies, and institutions

The Iran-or-Dubai equa-
tion misses the point. A
future Iran, open and pros
perous, may be one of the
Rreatest economic opportu-
nities for Dubai itself,

In fact, the reentry of a
large lranian economy into
global markets will create
broad demand for finance,
Insurance, aviation, |)l!ll5.

consulting, technology,
and logistics. Internation-
al companies that want to
enter the lranian market
will need nearby regional
centers that already pos-
sess these networks. Dubal,
because of its location and
accumulated  commercial
and financial relationships,
can serve as one of the most
Ill)pk)ll.ll" gateways

BUT THE issue involves
more than Dubal’s relation
ship with Iran. It concerns
the region as a whole

If the Middle East suc-
ceeds in resolving its con-
flicts, it is more likely to
produce multiple economic
centers than to fall under
a single center. Riyadh is
expanding its economic

weight; Abu Dhabi is build-
ing advanced positions in
investment and technolo.
gy; Dubai has entrenched
global functions; and lran
is capable, under different
conditions, of adding a
massive economic center to
this map.

Competition will be
intense. That is natural, and
Iran’s return may indeed
redistribute some invest-
ments and roles. Dismiss-
ing that weakens any seri-
ous analysis. But competl
tion is one thing, while the
belief that Iran will reclaim
from Dubai an economic
position it supposedly once
owned is another

A future Iran will be more
successful when it makes
investors, talent, and com-
panies choose it because
of the opportunity, con-
fidence, and efficiency it
offers, rather than because
of a notion that its neigh-
bors’ prosperity resulted
from Its absence

I'he United Arab Emirates,
for its part, needs no weak
Iran to succeed. Countries
confident in their models
never make a neighbor's
failure a condition for their
continued success.

The Dubai experience
proves this. Dubai never
waited for history to assign
it a place, It spent decades
building the place that the
world wanted to come to
Dubal's success and eco-
nomic standing are not
based on an lranian legacy
that moved to the UAE after
the 1979 lranian revolu-
tion, such that fran’s return
would mean taking them
back.

Dubai built its own cen
ter over decades of deci-
sions, policies, and Institu-
tion building, and tied it
to global networks of trade,
finance, and business. Iran
can build its center anew,
and it has enough potential
to make its success an inter
est for the entire reglon. But
that requires no disman
tling of what others have
built

The writer is a UAE political
analyst and former Federal
National Council candidate.

An Israel-Syria security deal serves both countries

* By GHASSAN IBRAHIM

here are moments in the

history of nations when

continuing to live with
the past becomes more costly
than building the future.

The relationship between
Syria and Israel stands at one of
those moments today.

After decades of conflict, Syria
has changed, the reglon has
changed,and thedynamicsthat
shaped relations between the
two countries have changed.
The realistic question today is
therefore not whether Syria and
Israel can agree on everything,
but whether they can reach a
security  understanding  that
serves their shared interests.

In theory, there Is nothing
preventing this.

in fact, the developments in
Syria make a security under-
standing more logical today
than at any previous time.

The new Syria is not the Syria
of Bashar al-Assxl

The previous regime made
Syrian territory part of lran'’s
regional sphere of influence.
Through Syria, lran built a stra-
tegic bridge 10 Hezbollah in
Lebanon and used Syrian ter-
ritory to transfer weapons and
strengthen its military influ-
ence close to Israel.

This reality represented a
direct threat to Israel, but it was
also part of the structure and
regional policies of the former
Syrian regime.

Today, the equation has
changed
The new government in

Damascus has defeated the
project that sought to keep
Syria within that sphere, and
has weakened the environ
ment on which lran and Hez-
bollah depended in Syria. The
new Syrian state also no longer
wants to be a corridor or plat-
form for regional wars fought
by outside powers.

This is a development lsrael
should view through the lens

of its own security interests,

Israel spent years trying to
push lran and its militias away
from its northern borders and
prevent the transfer of weapons
to Hezbollah through Syrlan
territory.

Today, the Syrian state itself
has an interest in preventing
the return of that role.

Syria wants to restore its sov-
ereignty, build its institutions,
secure Its borders, rebuild its
cconomy, attract investment,
and open itself 1o the workd.

These goals require stability,
not war,

The new Syrian govemnment
Is also approaching the current
phase according to a principle
very different from that of the
previous regime: Syria First,

The priority is to bulld the
Syrian state and improve the
lives of Syrians, rather than
use Syria as an arena for ideo-
logical, nationalist, or regional
projects.

Even the Palestinian factions
and militias that operated
inside Syria have been disman-
tled, as part of a clear direc-
tion towards placing weapons
under state control,

This is an Important point
for Israel

A Syrian state that seeks to
monopolize the use of force,
control its territory and end the
presence of militias can be a
more viable partner for a secu-
rity arrangement than a weak
state whose territory remains
open to external powers.

Here, Syrian and Israell intes-
ests are closer than they may
appear.

Israel wants secure borders,
no hostile militias near them,
and no use of Syrian territory
to transfer weapons or launch
attacks.

Syria wants quiet borders, an
end to the state of war, eco-
nomic reconstruction, and the
beginning of a new phase of
development and stability

These interests are not con-

SYRIAN PRESIDENT Ahmed al-Sharaa speaks during the opening ceremony of the Damascus International Fair, on Wednesday.

(Khalil Ashawl/Reuters)

tradictory.

They can form the basis for
an understanding.

A security understanding
does not mean that Syria must
become an ally of lsael, nor
does it mean that Israel must
abandon its interests or securi-
1y concerns.

If Israel wants a Syrian state
that is responsible for the secu-
rity of its borders, it is also in
Israel’s interest for that state to
have a clear stake in the suc
cess of the agreement and, in
return, to recelve guarantees
that protect its sovereignty and
fundamental interests,

The process could begin with
a practical and deardy defined
agreement that guarantees the
security of both sides: a Syrian
commitment not to allow its
territory to be used to launch
attacks against Israel or transter
weapons to armed groups; in

return, respect for Syria’s sov-
ereignty and territorial Integ-
rity; addressing the existing
military armangements in the
south in a way that restores
the situation to a framework
agreed upon by both sides; and
establishing communication,
monitoring and Investigation
mechanisms to prevent any
incident from escalating into a
wider confrontation

The important point is that
an agreement does not need
to resolve all historical fssues at
once. The two sides can begin
with security, because this s
the area where clear common
Interests exist, and then test
their commitments on the
ground. If that succeeds, they
can move on to broader issues.

Complete trust Is pot a pre
requisite for starting.

Trust can be built gradually
through commitments, moni-

toring, and results.

That is what makes a security
understanding important for
both sides.

More importantly, a security
agreement could be the begin-
ning of a much broader pro-
Cess.

Security can create stability,

Stability can create trust

And trust can open the door
to trade, investment, energy,
transportation, and economic
cooperation.

Syria needs massive recon-
struction. It needs capital, tech-
nology, markets and regional
and international  economic
relationships. Israel has an
advanced economy and tech-
nological capabilities  that
could become part of a new
regional future if the nature of
the relationship changes.

The process could therefore
begin with a security under-

standing, move towards eco-
nomic and trade arrange-
ments, and then develop into
more regular political relations.

1f this process proves success-
ful, a prace agreement in the
future could become a natu
fal outcome rather than an
unknown leap.

No one is asking Syrians or
Israelis to forget history,

Nor is anyone asking lsrael
1o ignore its security concerns,

But it Is reasonable for Isra
el to ask itself: what serves its
security interests more?

A stable Syria, whose gov-
ernment controls its territory,
wants to rebulld and seeks nor-
mal relations with the world?

Or a weak and chaotic Syria
that could once again be used
by Iran, militias, or any other
external power?

For Syria, the answer is
equally clear.

A country that wants devel
opment and prosperity can-
not live in a permanent state
of war with its neighbors.

Ending the crisis with Isra-
el can therefore be part of
the new Syrian project, not a
departure from it.

This is where communica-
tion matters.

At Syria Focus, we were deter
mined to launch a Hebrew edi-
tion because we believe that
any understanding between
the two countries must begin
with each society understand
ing the other.

Many Israelis still view Syria
through Images of the past:
Assad, lran, Hezbollah, mili-
tias, and war.

But the question today is:
what are Syrians actually say-
ing about the new Syria?

And what do they want for
the future of their country?

At the same time, Syrians
need to understand Israel's
security concerns,

No lasting understanding
can be built if each side hears
about the other only through
stereotypes or old narratives,

The media may not be able
10 create peace, but it can cre;
ate the knowledge that makes
peace possible.

That is why a security under-
standing between Syria and
Israel should not be viewed as
a concession by one side to
the other.

It can be the starting point
for a new relationship based
on shared interests.

Security, then trust, then
trade and economic coopera:
tion, then political relations
— and perhaps, ultimately,

peace.
The new Syria wants a better
future.
It may also be in lsrael’s

interest to help build that
future rather than wait for the
past to return,

The writer is the editor-in-chicf
of Syria Focus.
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HK right to utilise
market forces for
urban renewal

rban renewal is essential, not optional, for a
l | small and densely populated city like Hong
Kong. While new buildings continue to
mushroom across the districts each year, it is outpaced
by the relentless ageing of blocks, many of which have
become dilapidated and pose a danger to public safety.

In this context, the government’s new five-year
bonus plot ratio pilot scheme to expedite
redevelopment is not merely a technical tweak to
planning rules. It is a much-needed and pragmatic
attempt to realign developers’ incentives with the city's
redevelopment needs. This will hopefully enhance
building safety, housing supply and the quality of living
in Hong Kong.

Starting from September, developers can get an
extra 20 per cent of gross floor area as a reward for
taking on private redevelopment projects in seven
designated old districts. Only residential plots of at least
7,535 square feet with buildings aged 50 years and
above will be eligible. Relevant lease conditions and
penalties will be set out to ensure the projects are
completed on time.

Alternatively, the bonus gross floor area can also be
converted into land premium value to offset the land
premium payable for the redevelopment project or any
land tions by the per, including land
bidding, lease modification or land exchange projects,
in the Northern Metropolis project and other areas in
the city within a decade.

First announced in the chief executive’s policy
address last year, this initiative follows the legislative
amendment two years ago to lower the compulsory
sale for The
underline the government’s awareness of the
difficulties involved and its determination to accelerate
the slow pace of urban renewal.

Data compiled by the Legislative Council research
office showed that the number of buildings at least 50
years old doubled to 10,200 between 2014 and 2023, and
is projected to surge a further 138 per cent to 24,300 by
2043. As of 2025, 68 per cent of private buildings were
at least 30 years old, with a further 14 per cent due to
cross this threshold within a decade. As the design
lifespan of concrete is typically 50 years, the city’s
ageing building stock poses mounting safety risks.

This situation is not helped by the slow pace of
redevelopment by the Urban Renewal Authority and
private developers. Of the 1,650 private buildings
demolished from 2013 to 2022, only about 240 were
handled by the statutory body, according to the
Development Bureau.

Secretary for Development Bernadette Linn Hon-ho
was frank in pointing out the challenges ahead. Even
though 80 per cent of the redeveloped flats come from
private renewal projects, market participation remains
sluggish due to acquisition costs and constraints on
redevelopment. “It is necessary for us to adopt an
innovative and bolder policy to push the market to
undertake redevelopment.” she said.

For too long, urban renewal in Hong Kong has been
hamstrung by a wealth of financial and procedural
hurdles. High costs and tight development parameters
mean many potential redevelopment projects are still
idling on the shelf. Lowering the compulsory sale
thresholds earlier was a necessary first step to make
acquisition easier. But nothing is more directly
beneficial than an instrument that relaxes the
maximum development potential for free for
developers.

Whether the bonus scheme can unlock more new
projects in old districts remains to be seen. While the
property market is still less than bullish, the approach
of offering premium-free gross floor area ought to
appeal in a city where every inch of space literally costs
a fortune, The alternative ratio-for-land premium
ar also provides flexibility for P

Hong Kong cannot afford to slow down on urban
renewal as more buildings reach beyond their
structural lifespan. While the latest initiative may not
necessarily unleash a tower of applications for
redevelopment, it at least strives to respond to the
market, which hopefully will help more private-led
renewal initiatives turn from concept to
impl ion. With proper safeguards and
meonitoring, the scheme has good potential to speed up
redevelopment and make our homes more liveable and
safer.
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Debt crisis will mean
higher taxes or worse

Bond markets are in revolt in response to the rising amounts governments owe,
meaning urgent change is needed in the way national priorities are financed

axpayers everywhere should
I brace themselves. Their taxes

could soon rise unless there
are fundamental changes in the way
that increasingly unsustainable
government debt in the United
States, Japan and beyond is
financed. This can be done, but it
will involve tough political
decisions.

Attempts by national leaders to
boost defence and other spending
in the wake of a profligate
borrowing boom make a crisis
inevitable. While stock markets
continue to ride high, the stress in
key global bond markets is
beginning to show through as a
warning signal (o investors.

An insufficient proportion of
income and savings in major
countries is being directed into
financing public spending on
defence, health, infrastructure,
climate change remediation and
other priorities. Governments
normally turn to borrowing to plug
the gap between tax revenue and
spending, but bond markets around
the world are in revolt, as shown by
rapidly rising yields on sovereign
bonds.

Frederick Kempe, president of
the Washington-based think tank
Atlantic Council, wrote on August
25 that converging recent events
- the US national debt hitting a
record US$40 trillion, the new
“economic D-Day” campaign
against Iran and the US-Canada
trade war - posed threats to US
global leadership.

The inverse of rising bond yields
is falling bond prices. This applies
especially to long-term bonds, and
so governments are forced to issue
increasing amounts of costly
short-term debt, raising their
already lofty debt service ratios.

People should understand that,
in addition to facing higher tax bills,
a greater proportion of their savings
should go into financing public
investment. Currently, too much of

maximum returns will follow a herd
mentality rather than pursue the
public interest.

Leaders of the US and Japan
seem intent on ignoring the reality
of the situation. Their respective
government debt-to-GDP ratios
have soared to 248 per cent in
Japan's case and 122 per cent in
that of the US.

US President Donald Trump
appears set upon waging wars that
are costly in terms of money,
infrastructure and human lives. His
capricious behaviour is plunging
the country’s finances into steadily
deeper debt and destroying the
willingness of external creditors to
continue underwriting his excesses.

o 66

Japanese Prime
Minister Sanae
Takaichi appears
to be on course
Jor her own ‘Liz
Truss moment’

Meanwhile, Japanese Prime
Minister Sanae Takaichi is
determined to pursue her 370
trillion yen (HK$18.2 trillion)
stimulus package. Coupled with her
decision to pursue a two-year
reduction of the country’s
consumption tax on food, this is
simply asking for trouble. Takaichi
appears to be on course for her
own “Liz Truss moment” and a
similar political fate to Britain's
shortest-lived prime minister, who
was forced out of office after just 44
days. Truss’ plan to tackle Britain’s
cost of living crisis hinged on
slashing taxes while borrowing
heavily, spooking markets and
sparking a collapse in the British

people’s discretionary savings go pound.

into the stock and bond markets, How can governments overcome

where money is often directed into  the influence of bond market
hionable i such as igilantes other than by drasticall

artificial intelligence (AI). Fund
managers competing to achieve

raising taxes, cutting spending - or
both? The first step would be to

reduce the role of the global asset
management industry. Its assets
derive from contributions from
pension funds, life assurance
companies and numerous other
institutional investors, as well as
from individual investors through
myriad mutual funds, investment
trusts, exchange-traded funds and
other savings and investment
schemes.

Asset managers in the private
sector might well be intelligent and
caring individuals, but as a group
they all too often feel compelled to
follow the herd. They need to
compete with one another to show
the best financial return on
investments, and this in turn lures
them into making excessive
investment in popular sectors such
as Al and other hi-tech fields.
Investment in essential social areas
is neglected, leaving governments
to step in to cover the shortfall.

1f the role of existing investment
institutions is going to be reduced,
how should private savings be
directed into essential public
investments currently being
overlooked? The answer from
planned economies appears to be
doing so via state investment
vehicles. Market economies have
yet to find similar success amid
their growing fiscal predicaments,
et their champions still cling to the
belief that their finances are
managed more efficiently through
private sector channels.

Governments in market
economies need to establish
specialist state financial institutions
to better direct public savings into
areas of key social importance, even
if this does mean raising taxes to
cover the cost of staffing such
institutions. It also implies the need
for more innovative thinking on the
part of governments by employing
economists and financial specialists
in newly created institutions rather
than leaving the matter to amateur
politicians. The treatment for this
debt crisis might be painful, but the
cure will be worth achieving.

Anthony Rowley is a veteran journalist
specialising in Asian economic and
financial affairs

Anthony
Rowley

Pointless to focus
on mongrel dogs

The occurrence of two recent
canine incidents has placed
mongrels at the centre of debates.
This is not the first time we have
had this conversation.

In autumn 1971, a 10-year-old left
her home on the Tsz Wan Shan
Resettlement Estate and was later
found lifeless at the foot of a hill.

Echoing popular opinion and
turning a deaf ear to a father’s
suspicions that his child may have
been murdered, the authorities
concluded she was mauled to death
by seven guard dogs. All seven
animals were put down - notably,
long ahead of autopsy results and
without a formal investigation.

The unfortunate incident would
soon be followed by the hardening
of Hong Kong's relationship to dogs.
Along with a series of social reforms
to make Hong Kong a more liveable
city, an anti-dog campaign was
launched to eradicate the dog
“nuisance”. In 1974 alone, at least
15,000 dogs ~ many of which were
mongrels - were destroyed.

Fast forward to 2026, and we are
seeing a near replay of events. A
60kg dog that killed two smaller
dogs is temporarily safe from
“humane” killing, yet the option to
put it down remains open.

Following the tragic death
of a dog-loving citizen after she was
mauled by a mixed-breed dog
suspected of having pit bull
ancestry, some residents have
turned to discussing the “beastly”
nature of mongrel dogs.

In strengthening animal laws,
policymakers need to be aware that
there is no one-size-fits-all fix to
human-canine relations.

We have to understand that not
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plus a phone number for verification.
Please keep your letter to
& maximum of 400 words,
Emall us at lettersgiscmp.com.
Address: 19/F, Tower One,
Times Square, | Matheson Street,
Causeway Bay, Hong Kong.

all dogs want to be “rescues”. No
dog is a “good dog” all the time.
No dog should be a “bad dog" for
being stray, angry or mongrel.
‘What makes one dog happy is not
guaranteed to make another dog
yap in joy.

Boxing mongrels into the
anthropocentric label of “bad” will
not lead us to a sustainable and
healthy coexistence with our canine
residents.

“Mongrel” is not a behavioural
diagnosis, just as “rescue” is no
guarantee a dog can safely enter
every home or facility.

The Pawsgate pe

et hotel and training centre, where 33-ye:

We no longer live in the past.
Stop flattening dogs into convenient
labels.

Catherine S. Chan,
Department of History,
Lingnan University

Danger of ‘no-kill’
rhetoric exposed

The death of a woman after she was
attacked by a dog she was caring
for is a devastating reminder of the
harm that can be caused by
*“no-kill” propaganda.

According to news reports, the
dog involved was available for
adoption despite needing training.
A volunteer was reportedly paying
for the dog to stay at the boarding
and training facility where the
victim worked until it could be
placed in a home. As this sad case
shows, not every animal can be
rehomed safely.

Shelters and volunteer adoption
groups must prioritise public safety

ar-old owner Wong Cho-yi

was found dead after being mauled by a dog on August 20. Photo: Jelly Tse

and animal welfare over padding
their “live release” numbers.
Adhering to a “no-kill” mandate can
lead to dangerous or suffering
animals being pushed through the
system, with disastrous
consequences.

The deprivation of being
warehoused in kennels for
extended periods can cause
psychological distress, leading even
previously docile dogs to develop
aggression.

In constant confinement, dogs
can start to display repetitive
behaviour indicative of mental
trauma, such as constant pacing,
spinning in circles and chewing on
cage bars. Others can become
depressed and withdrawn,
further reducing their chances of
adoption.

Cats fare little better. According
to Peta’s research in the United
States, some facilities instruct
people to leave these domesticated
animals on the streets, where they
might suffer vehicle strikes,
transmissible diseases, severe
weather, predator attacks and
intentional harm by people who
consider them a nuisance.

A humane sheltering
system must not be guided by
appealing-sounding slogans but
by a determination to protect
every animal from suffering, even
when the best we can offer is a
peaceful release from a world that
has failed them.

Instead of demonising humane
euthanasia and the caring workers
who perform it, communities must
emphasise sterilisation, adoption
and responsible guardianship.

‘They must also support the
open-admission shelters that make
the most compassionate choice for
every animal in need.

Jason Baker, president, Peta Asia
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Arday’s death not just
a ‘woke West’ tragedy

Loss of Cambridge academic exposes the complicity of universities, the media,
online mobs and those who falsely believe they stand above the culture wars

1 grew up an ethnic Chinese in

hree weeks ago, I watched plagiarised and fabricated,

with horror the car crash of i failing upwards, without

Cambridge professor Jason becoming arguments about
Arday’s public 1li ! Nobody writes

You know the story: allegations
about plagiarism; then more
accusations, headlines and people
announcing they had always felt
“something was off™. It was less an
investigation than a very British
public audit involving spreadsheets,
screenshots and the enthusiasm
normally reserved for catching
misbehaving MPs - except far more
obsessive. Even after Arday's death
and his family’s request for privacy,
reporters camped outside his home.

Thad heard Arday speak at my
university. Less fiery preacher than
community worker, he seemed
friendly, quietly listening, even
awkward. I did not know him, but
could not reconcile that man with
the monster, martyr and morality
play constructed around him.

I also had a selfish, perverse
thought: what if this happened to
me? Ethnic minority academics 1
spoke to shared the anxiety; several
disclosed less public but no less
relentless, targeted harassment
themselves, by agents backed by
insidiously larger legal, financial
and networked resources. Many
colleagues of colour are afraid that
speaking up will draw attention to
their own records and private lives.

Readers in Asia may cast this
aside as a black-and-white drama of
the “woke West". Yet every
aspiration to international
standards, academic arrival or a
place on “the global stage”
implicates us. T am a non-white
Chinese transnational scholar, albeit
privileged, who writes about race
and decolonisation. I have
produced books, articles and far too
many PowerPoint presentations
with malapropisms and charmingly
primitive infographics. Somewhere
are phrases I would now qualify,
poorly formatted references,
perhaps even an unwise semicolon.

1 do not equate scholarly
slippage with the serious allegations
against Arday. But the scrutiny
became a fixation that his entire
being was fraudulent. Here lies the
point: one need not believe him
blameless to recognise when
inquiry becomes a witch hunt.

Cambridge first celebrated Arday
as its youngest Black professor.
Once allegations emerged, his
identity became evidence that
diversity appointments and the
entire “woke DEI” project in
diversity, equity and i were

mournfully that centuries of white
appointments have gone too far.
The story is tidied into binaries:
Arday was either an innocent
whose critics were racist, or the
product of lowered standards for
black folk. Both versions
suspiciously self- ined

comfortably in the
majority. In Britain I became an
international student, ethnic-
marginal, part of a model minority.
A Chinese physicist is not called a
“DEI hire” as a black sociologist
might be. Yet | am a middle-aged
Chinese woman still mistaken for a
PhD student at white-majority
conferences; embarrassed

it credit Korean skincare.

Shzr Ee Tan

ye!
human beings are not, nor are the
biased systems they have created in
academia and media.

Structurally, together -
Cambridge, the press and social
media commentators - produced
conditions in which legitimate
questions became trial by spectacle:
the university invoked due process
while a man accused of no crime
was cross-examined mercilessly;
newspapers insisted on public
interest while producing clickbait;
online voyeurs exercised their right
to baat guah, gossip. To be sure,
investigative journalism cannot be
compromised. But these inquiries
began with unproven allegations by
a disgruntled academic dabbling in
suspect research on race science,
himself investigated and sacked by
Cambridge.

66 ...

One need not
believe him
blameless to

recognise when
inquiry becomes

a witch hunt

1 feel uncomfortable adding an
article to the pile. Yet testimonials
from former students emerged only
after Arday's death, when accounts
contesting the first attacks were
finally heard. The least dishonest
response is to admit my complicity.
I'watched, flustered and angry,
refreshing my newsfeed; now 1
write about why others watched.

Why does this matter to “yellow
folk outside black vs white UK
politics? Chinese people in Chinese-
majority societies do not consider
ourselves “people of colour™;
Western identity politics should not
be exported like an overpriced
iversity fi ise. But cross even

mistakes. Yet double standards are
stark: white academics have

an online border and the racial
settings rearrange themselves.

(I'm not Korean.)

Chinese academics occupy a
peculiar position: welcomed as fee
revenue, scientific labour and proof
of internationalism, while students
writing in English are presumed to
be “of course using AI". This
suspicion disrupts the neat typology
that black academics are token
hires while Asians are hardworking
machines. These forms of racism
are not equivalent; ranking them
into a hierarchy of victimhood helps
nobody. What matters is their
intersectional asymmetry: how
race, gender, nationality and class
determine credibility and the right
to a mildly observed life.
Universities, journals and old-boy
groups gatekeep whose authority
looks natural and whose mistakes
represent an entire race: look how
the list of names protesting the
suspension of Arday’s whistle-
blower skews one way.

Arday’s story travelled through
that stacked system: a UK scandal
became a feeding frenzy, stripped of
context; retrofitted into arguments
about meritocracy and liberal
excess. Cut the cake however you
like: there is no clean “side”, only
failing and unequal systems.

Arday’s death is not merely a
“woke people’s tragedy” in
Cambridge. It impeaches global
knowledge and political systems
that market United-Colours-of-
Benetton diversity while
distributing trust much less evenly.
It indicts universities, the press,
online crowds, hidden networks -
and those of us watching from
elsewhere, imagining ourselves
safely outside the cultural wars.

We are not outside them. We are
viewing the car crash from different
racial playing fields, clutching our
own spreadsheets, track records,
naive aspirations, cultural debits
and credits - and leaving our
coffers open for whoever eventually
comes to scrutinise them.

Shzr Ee Tan is the vice-dean of
Equality, Diversity and Inclusion
for the School of Performing and
Digital Arts at Royal Holloway,
University of London

Illustration: Dennis Yip

The red dress was
abridgeto...a

Having best of
both worlds
at US wedding

Chinese-American bride’s dress at
tea ceremony was not just another
outfit, it celebrated her heritage

y wedding plans didn't
M begin with a red dress.

The idea was to bring
the wedding to my dad in his
assisted-living facility - a nice one
housed in a former hotel in
suburban New York, complete with
a cinema and a fancy swimming

Amy Wu

pool.

My fiancé and I also made
arrangements with the pastor, the Dj and the
photographer, as well as a short and sweet guest list,
while artificial intelligence (AI) helped us come up with
a special cocktail for the occasion. With 60 days to go
before the wedding, 1 thought we were in good shape.

“What about the dress?” a good friend asked. What
about it, indeed? 1 had bought not one but two white
wedding dresses post-engagement. I'd been through
the ritual of being fitted by both a boutique and a
national bridal retail chain. I had photographic proof of
myself ringing a bell and posing with a “I said yes to the
dress!” sign.

In Western tradition, white wedding dresses
symbolise purity, while the gown has become the
centrepiece of the event. Not only have romantic
comedies such as 27 Dresses spotlighted the wedding
gown, the search for it has also inspired reality
television series like Say Yes to the Dress.

But because I meant to pay tribute to my father on
the big day, it slowly sparked a desire to incorporate
our culture. The Chinese dress known as cheongsam or
gipao surfaced from memory. I'd attended wedding
banquets myself where the garment was a must-have. I
dug up lovely photos of my aunt’s wedding in 1960s
Hong Kong, showcasing the gipao she and her guests
wore - as personalised as a fingerprint, not a single
inch of extra fabric.

The figure-hugging dress has long evolved from the
loose Qing-dynasty robe, and red is traditionally worn
for good fortune. As I did more homework, I learned
that modern Chinese couples’ preferences have
changed: brides increasingly prefer the white dress, or
make sure they have two - one white, one red - for
dual photo shoots and ceremonies.

Suddenly, I wanted to have the best of both worlds
too, and began frantically searching for a suitable red
dress weeks shy of the wedding. [ googled Shanghai
Tang, but shook my head at the exorbitant prices. My
cousin in Hong Kong WhatsApped me a more practical
solution: a link to affordable ready-made dresses,
which unfortunately weren't meant for a Chinese-
American with broader shoulders. An XXL dress sent
from Hong Kong was a bit snug. I could only suck in,
smile and thank my well-meaning relative.

Ultimately, after more scrolling and swiping,

I found the winner: a Chinese dress from a company
run by a Caucasian couple out of Hawaii, who have
given a modern-day twist to the cheongsam. Once this
dress was settled, the rest of the wedding quickly fell
into place.

A traditional Chinese tea
ceremony was cobbled together at
the eleventh hour, with a tea set
bought via Amazon. Al proved
helpful in providing a script for the
tea ceremony. What tea would be
sipped and what song would be
played during the ceremony? Well,

part of myself'1 we'd figure it out.
’ : And what’s a wedding without
hadn’t realised lucky red envelopes? I filled ours
I wanted to with faux-ancient Chinese coins,
. red candy and fortune cookies.
reclaim The menu consisting mostly of

Italian-American dishes was offset

by noodles for longevity and spring
rolls symbolic of gold bars (and therefore wealth). As
the finishing touch, my sister and I hung red-stringed
Jjade ornaments on an arbour indoors, between clusters
of sunflowers.

Then it was time. The DJ cued us in with “Long-Jing
Tea Garden”, an instrumental piece that reminded me
of westernised Chinese restaurants. Cups of scalding
tea were served to elders on both sides. The new
mother-in-law was enthralled. “Mmm, this is good, it’s
sweet,” she said.

“Bottoms up!” my sister quipped, and the room
exploded in laughter. Soon afterwards, I dashed into
the gym and changed into bridal white. This gown was
sequinned and pretty, but at the end of the day, I felt a
deeper affinity for the red dress, knowing it was a
connection to my father’s roots.

And when it was my turn to speak, I had to
reference the fortune cookie, an American invention
forever associated with Chinese restaurants.
Addressing my dad, I said: “Your story and journey
have been an inspiration for so many. Like a fortune
cookie, you open and speak and a gem of wisdom
falls out.”

For example, when I received some good news that
dispelled a health scare, my dad told me to take it slow.
I asked him what he meant and his answer stuck with
me: “Spend your time on the things that appeal to you,
and steer around the things that irritate you.”

Most guests, including my husband’s Irish-American
family, didn’t necessarily understand the intricacies
behind the cheongsam and the tea ceremony. But they
would remember the two dresses and the laughter. For
myself the red dress wasn't simply another outfit. It
was a bridge to my father, his homeland and a part of
myself I hadn’t realised I wanted to reclaim.

Amy Wu is a Chinese-American journalist based in New York
and California who writes about cross-cultural issues
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Shortly after Russia’s full-scale invasion of
Ukraine in 2022, I wrote a column under the
headline “This Is How World War III Be-
gins” More than four years on, I wonder
how much I got right.

My argument was based on the origins of
World War 11, which did not simply start
with Germany's invasion of Poland on Sept.
1, 1939. Instead, the war was an accumula-
tion of regional wars and crises, beginning
with Japan's invasion of Manchuria in 1931,
which gradually gathered into a single
global conflict.

That gathering, abetted by the converg-
ing ambitions of the totalitarian states and
the divisions and vacillations of the democ-
racies, led to catastrophe. Added to this was
a revolution in military technology and tac-
tics that gave the dictatorships an early ad-
vantage in offensive combat. Also an advan-
tage: their willingness to inflict — and en-
dure — a level of brutality and suffering
their adversaries were initially reluctant to
match,

In 2022, 1 saw a similar pattern unfolding:
Decades of Western appeasement of Vladi-
mir Putin had given the Russian strongman
a sense that he could get away with nearly
anything. His burgeoning ties with North
Korea, Iran and especially China— memori-
alized by the pledge of a “no limits” partner-
ship with Beijing announced weeks before
the invasion — gave him additional confi-
dence. So did the spectacle of American

during our ic wi
from Afghanistan just six months earlier.

But Ukraine did not, as I had feared, turn
out to be the France of 1940. It was more like
Britain, prepared to fight, as Churchill put it
that May, “however long and hard the road
may be.” The Biden administration, for all
its fatal hesitation about letting Kyiv take
the war to Russia, at least helped ensure
that Ukraine didn’t lose. Ukraine has also
held the technological edge, pioneering
equipment and tactics that are finally stimu-
lating a long-overdue rethink about how
wars of the future will be fought.

That’s the good news. There's far more by
way of bad news.

First, as in the 1930s and '40s, the spheres
of conflict have multiplied and are merging.

Russia’s battlefield reversals seem to
have done nothing to diminish Putin’s appe-
tite for risk as he expands his campaign, in
barely concealed attacks and threats,
against Moldova, Poland and Germany,
among other states, while his political allies
repeatedly call for direct strikes on Europe
and the use of nuclear weapons against
Ukraine. Hamas’s assault on Israel in 2023
became, in stages, a war between Israel and
Hezbollah, the Houthis and Iran; then a war
between Iran, the United States and the Gulf
states. More recently, Ukraine has directed
long-range strikes in the Caspian Sea to dis-
rupt Iranian military supplies to Russia.
And decisions in one theater directly affect
outcomes in the other: The expenditure of
missile interceptors in the Middle East
means that few can now be spared for
Ukraine,

Second, the axis of authoritarians has be-
come a fully operational military alliance.

Russiais providing North Korea with help
to modernize its armed forces, while the

There is a difference between changing
your mind and shifting your tactics, be-
tween evolving in your views and abandon-
ing them because they've become unpopu-
lar or politically perilous.

‘When Representative Alexandria Ocasio-
Cortez, quoting a political ally, recently sug-
gested to ABC News, with a laugh and a
smile, that “Woke 1 was crazy,” she became
the most prominent progressive figure dis-
tancing herself, whether subtly or overtly,
from what is known as wokeism — from the
stringent positions on race, policing, gender,
identity, social justice and language that
constituted progressive orthodoxy over the
past decade or so. Ideas once upheld in doc-
trinaire terms, with dissenters dismissed as
lazy (do the work) or inhumane (you lit-
erally don't want me to exist), are now
treated as an embarrassing phase, the
gawky formative years of cultural and polit-
ical progressivism.

James Talarico, the Texas Democrat run-
ning for a U.S. Senate seat, has admitted
that “there are some statements that I've
made that I certainly regret,” and that some
of his old comments may now seem
“cringey.” (All this when a journalist asked
him about his past assertion that God is
“nonbinary,” a claim Talarico now says was
“intentionally provocative.”) Some com-
mentators on the left have joined in the revi-
sionism, acknowledging, for example, that
cancel culture may have occasionally gone
too far and that, yes, elements of the woke
agenda may appear silly in hindsight.

It's a noteworthy evolution, especially for
anyone who was around to witness the die-
on-this-hill dogmatism of the peak woke era
— say, circa summer 2020. (If Woke 1 was
really crazy, then Ocasio-Cortez, who called
for abolishing prisons and adopted terms
such as “menstruating person,” was a resi-
dent in good standing of the asylum.)

So, before that time goes farther down the
memory hole, discarded as just one of so
many vibe shifts, I have one question for the
formerly woke: If you can dismiss it so casu-
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Dark Clouds Rise in a Gathering Storm

Has World War III
already started?

North has returned the favor by sending
millions of artillery rounds and is now re-
portedly prepared to send thousands of ad-
ditional troops to fight for Russia in Ukraine.
China supplies Russia with most of the elec-
tronic components used in its drones and
other military hardware. Russia has given
Iran critical targeting intelligence to strike
U.S. bases and ships in the Middle East. In
the event of a Chinese attack on Taiwan, Bei-
jing could call in its chips with Moscow by
engaging the aid of Russia’s powerful Pa-
cific submarine fleet, as detailed in a new
paper from the Australian Strategic Policy
Institute.

Third, the West is a mess,

President Trump complains of our allies”
weakness. The allies complain of Trump's
bullying, capriciousness, callowness, men-
dacity and incompetence. Both sides are
right. The latest U.S. tariff salvo on Canada
is a case in point: politically ill advised, eco-
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vating.

Yet none of that erases the fact that Cana-
da, a trade-dependent nation with the
world's longest coastline, barely has a navy

to speak of, or that its government’s “new
strategic partnership” with China is immor-
al, unwise and unsound — unless Mark Car-
ney, the prime minister, really thinks that
Trump’s idiotic outbursts are a graver long-
term threat to Canada and the free world
writ large than the patient designs of the
People’s Republic.

Fourth, we are militarily unprepared.

‘The war against Iran revealed not just the
munitions shortages, which helped bring
the war to a premature close, but also Amer-
ica’s acute sensitivity to military fatalities
and economic pain, which gave Iran’s lead-
ers an asymmetric advantage given their
own tolerance for human suffering. The war
in Ukraine has demonstrated that even the
most sophisticated U.S. military kit is enter-
ing obsolescence, thanks to the advent of
A.L-assisted drone warfare. The tanks we
and our allies supplied Kyiv during the Bi-
den administration “now mostly sit idle, hid-
den in forests and collecting cobwebs,” as
The Times reported last week.

Yet Pete Hegseth, our testosterone-ob-
sessed defense secretary, recently decided
to phase out an Army drone unit, seemingly
because it was championed by generals he
didn't like. The travails of the U.S.S. Abra-
ham Lincoln during the carrier’s long de-
ployment are a national scandal. But they
should call attention to the historically small
size of the fleet, and a depleted industrial

Before We Move to Woke 2.0, [ Have Questions About Woke 1.0

ally now — all the defunding and abolishing,
the BIPOCing and Latinxing, the canceling
and decentering and my truthing — how
much of it did you truly believe at the time?
How much was conviction, how much was a
pose, how much was groupthink, how much
was fear?

If you did believe it, jettisoning it now
should take something more than a sheep-
ish grin. If you didn’t believe it and yet de-
clared it with such passion, with such pre-
tensions to moral clarity, with such disdain
for contrary perspectives, then the least you
can do now is acknowledge that dissonance.
‘You should explain the shift, not just explain
it away.

Some writers and thinkers have admitted
that they supported certain progressive
verities — or didn’t push back against them
— because they felt cowed by their audi-
ences, or because they feared for their ca-
reers. My hope is for a modicum of such in-
tellectual accountability from the political
class, too, just enough grace to blush.

When the formerly woke look back on
that time, for example, what specifically do
they now regard as crazy or cringey or silly?
Do they regret particular beliefs, or just the
pr ive ways they them?
Have they decided that some of their previ-
ous positions were impractical or wrong, or
just too electorally risky to state in public?

To expect intellectual accountability from
politicians may be foolish, I know, and par-
ties and movements are allowed and ex-
pected to evolve. The right, for instance,
went from Goldwater and the Reagan Revo-
lution to Newt Gingrich and the Contract
with America, to George W. Bush and com-
passionate conservatism, to the Tea Party
and then to MAGA, with consistencies as
well as discontinuities along the way. Not
every politician must explicitly disavow
what came before.

But when political leaders reject not just
an old ideology, but their own old ideology,
one they embodied and upheld, the price of

elision should be higher.

Inher interview, Ocasio-Cortez attributes
the excesses of the woke era in part to the
pressures of pandemic restrictions, saying
that “of course, rhetoric in that time is not
rhetoric that we would use today.” But that's
just a canny restatement of her shift, not an
explanation for it. Would Ocasio-Cortez not
use the same rhetoric today because she no
longer buys it — or because she can no long-
er sell it?

I've long had concerns about the motiva-
tions and incentives inherent in culture war
arguments. Culture wars are not primarily
about debating issues, but about picking a

Were some of those positions
impractical or wrong, or
are they now just too risky?

side, joining a team. And the trouble with
joining ateam is that, inevitably, some team-
mates go further than you might want to go
yourself. They stake out positions with
which you may disagree or formulate tenets
on topics about which you may know little.
But you don’t want the other side to prevail,
of course, so you go along, stridently up-
holding your team’s various positions and
hunting down apostates. At a certain point,
you're no longer considering the issues; in-
stead, you're defending turf.

Politicians on the pro-Trump right have
gone through their own version of this
dance, whether excusing every corrupt and
authoritarian impulse of their leader or
leavening their public devotion with dutiful
— and meaningless — off-the-record mis-
givings. Are they true believers or just fear-
ful ones, legitimate loyalists or craven op-
portunists? The Trumpian right may evolve
into an even more pernicious version of it-
self, or someday, its current enablers and
supporters may, too, smile and say MAGA
just went a little crazy for a while, If they do,
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base that struggles to build and maintain
ships. Democrats blocking the defense ap-
propriations bill aren’t helping things, ei-
ther.

Fifth, we may be near the economic brink.

One great difference between the 1930s
and the present is that, unlike then, we are
not in the midst of a worldwide depression.
But the warning signs of a sharp and abrupt
downturn are everywhere. What happens if
or when the A.L boom starts to run out of
steam, much as the dot-com boom did at the
beginning of the century? Or if the currency
crisisin Japan causesit to start selling off its
US. Treasury bonds? Stanley Drucken-
miller, the legendary investor, recently
warned in The Wall Street Journal that the
Treasury Department’s bond buybacks
were all but destined to fail: Ultimately, the
price of a $40 trillion national debt will be
felt in sharply higher interest rates and the
risks they pose to every sector of the econ-
omy that's depended for too long on cheap
credit.

Adeep U.S. recession, or a global financial
panic, will inevitably worsen every trend
mentioned above. In periods of economic
distress, democracies almost always be-
come more risk-averse, while dictatorships
become risk-prone. That's a pattern of his-
tory worth recalling as we continue to drift,
only dimly aware, toward the gathering
storm.

1 can't imagine the formerly woke letting
them off so easily.

In her interview, Ocasio-Cortez said she
has not “ruled out” a run for the presidency
in 2028 — and it is easy to link her revised
ideological positions to that ambition. This
is a “time of renewal” for the Democratic
Party, Ocasio-Cortez said, explaining that
“we are focused on everything from your
health care to your grocery bill.” She called
the party a “big tent” and affirmed that “our
priority is the working class.”

‘When the congresswoman, who is amem-
ber of the New York City chapter of Demo-
cratic Socialists of America, was asked
about D.S.A. calls to defund the Pentagon,
abolish the police and the Senate and estab-
lish public ownership of essential indus-
tries, she replied that “people are less inter-
ested in these academic debates, and
they're more interested in how we're going
to bring their bills down and make sure that
they can afford to see a doctor.” (That snub
of academia is especially deft for a left that
purports to respect science and expertise,
and for a movement that propelled “inter-
sectionality” and “white fragility” into the
vernacular.)

So, is this a Woke 2, focused on economic
challenges for the working class, on afford-
ability and health care, and leaving identi-
tarian politics behind? It may well prove a
more electorally palatable iteration, one
that makes sense if the D.S.A-inflected
Democratic Party aspires to national power.
Whereas Woke 1 was accelerated by
Trump's initial rise to the presidency, his re-
turn to the White House made clear its polit-
ical shortcomings.

Ocasio-Cortez and the others have every
right to seek out a new framework and mes-
sage, to change their minds, if that is indeed
what is happening. But before a Woke 2
takes over, let the proponents of its prede-
cessor explain how and why they’re moving
on.

They should do the work.
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The Real Winner of the Trade War With Cana

Chad P. Bown

A senior fellow at the Peterson Institute for
International Economics and an author of
“How to Win a Trade War."

HE keenest observer of the all-out

trade war between the United States

and Canada is surely President Xi Jin-

ping of China. If Washington doesn't
change course, he’s probably going to be its
winner, too.

Mr. Xi already has monopoly power over
components that are vital to hundreds of
thousands of American and Canadian jobs.
His April 2025 restrictions on rare-earth
magnets temporarily shut down a Ford Ex-
plorer plant in Chicago. In Ontario later that
vear, Honda briefly reduced and suspended
production of Civics and CR-Vs after he
closed off access to semiconductors, which
disrupted parts supply.

These sorts of attacks and those sorts of
vulnerabilities should bring allies together.
In a normal world, Washington and Ottawa
would be laser focused on how much and
how quickly they could manufacture togeth-
er to prevent that kind of Chinese economic
coercion.

Instead, President Trump has framed his
tussle with Canada as a fight over how much
manufacturing the country should be pre-
pared to yield to the United States. And Mr.
Trump wants almost all of it.

Prime Minister Mark Carney of Canada
walked away from Mr. Trump’s latest offer
and then escalated with fresh tariffs. For-
mer Deputy Prime Minister Chrystia Free-
land was correct to say it was even “a bad
deal for the United States.”

Mr. Trump cannot allow Canada to aban-
don the negotiations. Like it or not, Wash-
ington needs a resilient Canadian manufac-
turing sector working in concert with Amer-
ica’s companies in the much bigger and
more consequential battle against Chinese
market dominance.

Ottawa rebuffed Mr. Trump’s latest offer
in part because it retained too many of his
import tariffs on Canadian cars, heavy
trucks, steel and aluminum. With tariffs that
high, Americans will eventually stop buying
Canadian-assembled vehicles, and Detroit
will rework its supply chains to exclude Ca-
nadian parts. Cars and parts once moved
seamlessly across the U.S.-Canada border
between suppliers and buyers, much as
they did over the U.S.-Mexico border.

Being shut out of the market next door
will devastate the Canadian auto industry.
Canada is not close enough to Asia or Eu-
rope to survive as part of their supply
chains.

We know what will probably happen next
based on what took place in Australia after
its automakers disappeared. By 2017, Toy-
ota, General Motors and Ford closed their
last Australian plants and caved to eco-
nomic reality: The Australian market was
too small and too remote to support the
scale needed for globally competitive manu-
facturing.

Australians at first imported cars from
manufacturing hubs across Japan, Korea,
Thailand, Europe and the United States.

Less than 10 years later, Australia looks
very different. Nearly one in three new cars
bought in Australia in the first half of 2026
was made in China, up from less than one in
250 back in 2017. (Only one in 50 Australian
purchases in the first five months of 2026
was made in the United States.)

Mr. Trump should expect Canadian con-
sumers to go the same route. In January, Mr.
Carney announced Canada would allow
49,000 Chinese electric vehicles to be sold in
the country — less than 3 percent of new car
sales — and would slowly increase that
number. Any decision to further open the
Canadian market would probably lead to a
Chinese import surge.

Why is pure Econ 101. Buying higher-cost
cars from the United States is easier to jus-
tify politically when there are offsetting
benefits to the national economy, such as as-
sembly jobs, profits to domestic parts sup-
pliers and communities built around steel or
aluminum plants. If local manufacturing
disappears, so will the reasons for Canadi-
ans to accept paying higher prices,

Losing Canadian customers to China
would be terrible for America for two rea-
sons,

First, the total number of buyers matters

OPINION

for sectors such as automobiles, which have
high fixed costs and substantial barriers to
new entrants. Having more consumers
means companies can learn how to lower
costs and offer reduced prices to get even
more customers. Losing Canadian car buy-
ers will be one more step toward ceding the
global automotive industry to China.

Today, Chinese companies sell low-priced
Tomorrow, the country could weap-
its newfound monopoly power. China
also once offered the world great deals on
rare-earth magnets and low-end semicon-
ductors. Those prices allowed it to accumu-
late the market dominance that ultimately
gave Mr. Xi the capacity to cut off Ford,
Honda and many others last year.

China has increasing market shares in
sectors such as steel, aluminum, shipbuild-
ing and telecommunications equipment. A
recent Organization for Economic Coopera-
tion and Development report suggested
that 60 percent of China’s global market
share gains since 2005 could be attributed to
its policy of supporting industries with gen-
erous subsidies.

Second, losing the Canadian commercial
base could turn away, once and for all, one of
Washington's few remaining economic se-

cal

The US. is
targeting the
wrong economy
when it needs
all the allies it
can find.

The Meta Settlement Is Better Than Nothing

Julia Angwin
A contributing Opinion writer and an
investigative journalist

OR so long, Big Tech has been unstop-
pable. Congress granted the industry
legal protection back in 1996, making it
nearly impossible to hold the compa-
nies liable in court. And despite growing
signs of how tech was enabling lies, dis-
crimination, harassment and scams, law-
makers from both parties, awash in tech

money and beset by tech lobbyists, repeat-
edly failed to regulate the sector.

Now, we are finally stumbling our way
into an era of accountability. It's not as
thoughtful and holistic as it could have been
if we had followed the lead of nearly every
other nation and passed comprehensive leg-
islation protecting our privacy and data se-
curity and reining in algorithmic manipula-
tions, Rather, we are taking the approach of
death by a thousand cuts. As judges and ju-
ries grow increasingly skeptical of Big
Tech's claims that it should bear zero re-
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sponsibility for consumers harmed by its
products, the lawsuits and fines are piling

Last week, 47 states, the District of Co-
lumbia and some U.S. territories took a big
swipe at Meta, getting the owner of Face-
book and Instagram to agree to pay up to
$17.1 billion in penalties over claims that it
deliberately misled the public about the
harm that its platforms were inflicting on

Tech companies i

have operated

untethered for too

long. Finally, a bit

of accountability. [ irais

The fine, while huge, is far less than the
$1.4 trillion that Meta said the states were
seeking. It pales in comparison to the tobac-
co industry’s $206 billion settlement in 1998.
And Meta will dole out the full amount only if
its archrivals YouTube, TikTok and Snap
also limit kids’ time on their apps, a clever
move given that teens already spend more
time on some of those platforms than its
own. That may explain why Meta's stock
price barely took a hit after the announce-
ment of the settlement. I'm skeptical that
the protections it promises for young users
will yield meaningful changes to teen men-
tal health.

But every blow counts as Meta enters its
zombie era, with a stagnant user base, de-
clining profits, mounting legal liabilities and
the astronomical costs of trying to break
into the A.L market.

This settlement, while imperfect, may be
a sign of how desperate Meta is to unload
some of its legal liabilities in advance of a
separate avalanche of more than 100,000 in-
dividual lawsuits from users who claim that
the company’s platforms were deliberately
designed to be addictive and lack child
safety protections. Courts have rolled those
lawsuits into a bundle that could yield an-
other global settlement.

Asitstares down the barrel of those cases,
its old legal arguments growing increas-
ingly ineffective, Meta has agreed to make
substantive changes to Facebook and Insta-
gram. It entered into an agreement with at-
torneys general tolimit teens to two hours of
social media use a day, to block notifications
at night and during school hours, to turn off
algorithmic feeds and to ban beauty filters,
among other changes. Parents will have the
right to bypass or adjust the limits, finally
giving them their first meaningful controls
over their kids’ accounts.

As much as I'd like to applaud any effort
toward harm reduction, it's unlikely that
just giving parents a few more knobs and
buttons will lead to meaningful shifts in teen
social media behavior.

For one thing, teens may find the new lim-

a? China.

TOULEX FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

curity allies. Before Mr. Trump started
whacking Canada with tariffs in 2025, Otta-
wamatched many of Washington’s duties on
Chinese electric vehicles, steel and alu-
minum. He has forced Canadians to ponder
separating from America instead of work-
ing with America to separate from China.

To fight the real trade war with China, Ca-
nadian consumers must continue to choose
North American products, even though the
Chinese versions are less expensive. Wash-
ington needs Canadians to accept today’s
costs of a manufacturing sector integrated
with the United States’

Mr. Trump, for his part, will have to mod-
erate his “made in America” demands. He
can’t kill off Canadian manufacturing and
hope to retain access to the Canadian con-
sumer.

To tackle the China challenge, the West
requires more manufacturing clout than
even an integrated North American econ-
omy can offer. Washington needs to rally all
potential allies in the collective fight against
China’'s market dominance, and they are
waiting to see whether Mr. Trump finds an
offramp from his wrongheaded trade war
before it is too late.

its easy to evade. When Australia banned
children under the age of 16 from social me-
dia in December, many simply found ways
to circumvent the ban by using virtual pri-
vate networks that let them appear to be
connecting from outside Australia and by
setting up fake accounts. “A substantial pro-
portion of Australian children under the age
of 16 continue to retain accounts, create new
accounts or pass platforms’ age assurance
systems," an Australian government report
declared in March.

In the settlement, Meta has carefully
avoided any accountability for teens who
circumvent its limits. The company agreed
to ensure that its tools for age assessment —
virtual ID checks and face scans — have er-
ror rates lower than 10 percent. But Meta
has agreed only to apply its “best efforts” to
combat popular workarounds.

What's more, the settlement fails to ad-
dress two of the most nefarious design
choices in social media: the infinite scroll, or
the endless unrolling of content to keep us-
ers hooked; and the variable rewards of
other people’s likes and comments that keep
users refreshing their pages in the hopes of
obtaining a new dopamine hit.

Indeed, Meta’s changes do nothing to help
adult users, who are also vulnerable to the
manipulations of Big Tech. I get that it's po-
litically popular to focus on protecting kids,
‘whose brains are developing and therefore
more vulnerable to manipulation, but there
is ample evidence that social media harms
many adults — particularly seniors who are
getting scammed online at increasingly
high rates, according to the FB.L

The focus on age verification is also dan-
gerous to our ability to be anonymous online
— a key freedom that we take for granted in
the real world but have been too willing to
give up in the virtual one. We would never
agree to show our passport before reading a
flier posted on a local bulletin board. So why
are we doing the equivalent online? We live
in an age when a Texas father married to an
ICE protester can be sentenced to 30 years
in prison for conspiring to conceal docu-
ments (he moved a box of home-printed
magazines). We need the freedom to share
and consume information without being
surveilled.

While 1 am glad that Meta is creating
some bare-bones safety features for kids,
the far better option would be to make these
platforms safe for everyone. We all benefit
from seatbelts in cars, or hard hats in con-
struction sites. Shouldn't we all be protected
from Big Tech’s predations, too?



THE NEW YORK TIMES, SUNDAY, AUGUST 30, 2026

The BigA.L B

Robin Wigglesworth

The editor of The Financial Times's finance
blog Alphaville and the author of the
farthcoming book “A Fabulous Debt: The Epic
Story of How Bonds Built the Modern World."

ESPITE all the hoopla about Nvidia

becoming the first company valued at

over $5 trillion, the listing of Elon

Musk’s SpaceX and the looming ini-
tial public offerings of Anthropic and Open-
Al artificial intelligence is no longer pri-
marily a stock market story. It is a story of
debt, and that should worry us. Unfortu-
nately, manias fueled mainly by credit al-
most inevitably end badly.

For now, set aside prognostications of ei-
ther an A.L-powered economic miracle or
an A.l-generated “jobsmageddon.” No one
really knows just how impactful the age of
thinking machines will prove — the technol-
ogy is simply too different from anything
that has come before. It famously took a
long time for the computer age to appear in
economic data, too.

But we do have a lot of experience with
debt-fueled investment sprees, such as the
railway euphoria of the 19th century, the
telecommunications revolution of the 20th
century and more recently the 21st-century
housing boom. They all resulted in nasty
economic downturns, even if the underlying
technology proved transformative.

Why has debt become so central to A.L?
Previously, most investments in data cen-
ters and related infrastructure were paid for
by the abundant cash flows generated by
the likes of Facebook or Google Search. But
large-scale A.I. models depend on immense
computing power. And the resulting scope of
the investments required to build that
power is increasingly forcing the “hyper-
scalers” — the small club of companies that
are aggressively ramping up their AL data
center investments — to turn to loans,
bonds and sundry other forms of financial
obligations to pay for the party.

The debt binge is astounding even indus-
try insiders.

Last year, analysts at Barclays, the
British bank, collected a string of unsourced
quotes from an Al data center conference
they attended, which ranged from “enjoy
the ride on a rocket without seatbelts” to the
“best way to describe the market is bon-
kers.”

Since then, things have become even
more bonkers. American A.l. companies
had already tapped debt markets for $217
billion last year, according to Morgan Stan-
ley. By mid-August, they had already
smashed past this total, with $445 billion of
debt issued, and the investment bank ex-
pects the overall debt splurge to hit nearly
$600 billion for 2026. That is more than the
combined 2026 budgets for the Depart-
ments of Justice, Transportation and Educa-
tion.

And that is just the start, judging by what
the hyperscalers have told investors. Their
future capital expenditure plans amount to

OPINION

uild-Out Is Endangering the

Manias that are
fueled by credit
almost inevitably
end badly.

roughly 3 percent of US. G.D.P. a year, in
2027 to 2029, ing to i b

NADINE REDLICH

ers did revolutionize the world.
It’s ing to expect the A.L boom to

Y

Torsten Slok, the chief economist of Apollo,
il firm. Back-of-the P

calculations suggest that’s almost $1 trillion
ayear. Italso would, in relative terms, repre-
sent a larger and faster relative ramp-up
than even that of U.S. residential housing in
the years preceding the 2008 crash.

In other words, if 2025's A.L frenzy was
merely bonkers, we are now entering the
territory of bonkers squared — or perhaps
even bonkers cubed.

For the most part, investors do not seem
worried yet. The dot-com bubble and bust is
often seen as the best parallel to the current
A.L boom, feeding hopes that the economic
fallout from a bust will prove manageable.
The U.S. stock market lost almost half its
value between the 2000 peak and the 2003
trough, but the U.S. economy suffered only a
mild, brief setback. And, ultimately, comput-

play out in a similar way, unleashing im-
mense prosperity. After all, the hyper-
scalers enjoy vastly profitable core busi-
nesses, so perhaps they will be able to easily
handle their debts.

But there are reasons to worry. Technol-
ogy companies that were lean, mean
money-generation machines have abruptly
become voracious devourers of capital. To
take just one example of the dramatic swing
in fortunes, Google’s free cash flows went
negative for the first time ever in the second
quarter of 2026, after cumulatively generat-
ing almost $600 billion since the listing in
2004.

Then there is the issue of more obscure li-
abilities. Bond sales are easily tracked and
the debt transparently reported on acompa-
ny's balance sheet for everyone to see. But
the hyperscalers are becoming more finan-

Democratic Moderates Need to Do More Than T

Charlotte Alter

The author of “The Ones We've Been Waiting
For: How a New Generation of Leaders Will
Transform America"

ETH MOULTON was once supposed to
be the face of the next generation of
A : # 3

military veteran, he positioned himself
as a moderate counterweight to the progres-
sive left, an anti-establishment maverick
bringing new energy from the middle of the
ideological spectrum.

Now a six-term congressman, he’s running
for the Senate in Massachusetts’s Sept. 1 pri-
mary against the incumbent, Ed Markey. It
doesn't seem to be going well.

You'd think this would be Mr. Moulton's mo-
ment. Democratic voters are in an anti-in-
cumbent, anti-establishment mood, and the
disaster of Joe Biden in 2024 has made them

ner aging
Yet polls show Mr. Moulton losing by double
digits to Mr. Markey, an 80-year-old who has
been in Washington for half a century.

Mr. Moulton's bid exposes the dilemma of
the center-left in a year when progressives
seem to be notching win after win. Moderate
b s

Markey's positions on health care, housing
and energy costs. “I'm not running against
Senator Markey because I disagree with his
policies,” he said in an interview with The
Boston Globe. Beyond pointing out that his
opponent is old, his strongest critique seems
to be that Mr. Markey hasn’t made enough
progress on these issues. But with endorse-
ments from Senators Bernie Sanders and
Elizabeth Warren and a long track record of
fighting for progressive causes, Mr. Markey
is obviously the true progressive in the race;
Mr. Moulton's campaign seems like Diet Coke
trying to compete with Coca-Cola Classic.

From the start, Mr. Moulton should have
talked boldly about a whole different set of is-
sues that could define a strong alternative to
the rising Democratic left.

Mr. Moulton's biggest idea is that new peo-
ple are more important than big ideas.

He first got frustrated with the Washington
elite while he was serving four tours of duty in
Iraq, “living the consequences of terrible de-
cisions made in Washington by people who
were completely out of touch with what was
going on on the ground,” he said.

After leaving the Marines in 2008, Mr
Moulton got graduate degrees from Harvard,
then was the managing director at a company

must

from the left without antagonizing the ener-
gized Democratic base. They're struggling to
articulate a message of change that isn’t nec-
essarily progressive change. And the 2024 fi-
asco has made it harder to argue that moder-
ation is the only way to win elections.

Democrats are not “screaming that we
want socialists,” as Mr. Moulton pointed out to
meinaninterview. Instead, he said, “there’sa
whole bunch of Democrats saying, ‘The party
establishment is failing us.” But progressive
Democrats do have a clarity advantage:
American voters know what they stand for,
whether they like it or not. Center-left candi-
dates tend to offer more pragmatic versions
of progressive ideas or wonky political strat-
egies to achieve incremental change. This
forces voters to make exhausting calcula-
tions about how to actually get things done.

The challenge is acute for Mr. Moulton,
who is running in deep-bl £

ping a high-speed rail project connect-
ing Houston and Dallas. In 2014 he ran for
Congress as a 35-year-old insurgent, beating
a nine-term incumbent.

Over the next 12 years in Congress, he cast
himself as an outsider, taking on older Demo-
crats he felt had been in Washington for too
long. After Democrats won the House in the
2018 midterms, Mr. Moulton helped lead the
campaign against Nancy Pelosi for speaker.
(She was overwhelmingly elected speaker
anyway.) He was among the first prominent
Democrats to call for Mr. Biden to drop out of
the 2024 race, and Mr. Moulton has vowed not
to vote for Chuck Schumer to be Senate ma-
jority leader.

It’s always been clear what Mr. Moulton is
against: the geriatric Washington establish-
ment, the inertia of incumbency, whichever
oldster happens to be in charge. But he's been
so busy fighting the establishment, he hasn’t
ined precisely what he was fighting for.

His strategy has been to cast his primary
challenge against Mr. Markey as a contest of
generations rather than ideas. “It's about
whether you think the Schumer-Markey ger-
ontocracy has been effective” at fighting
President Trump, he said. “Or whether you
think you need people who were maybe a lit-
tle bit more energetic and capable at taking
him and his cronies on.”

Mr. Moulton has hewed closely to Mr.

Mr. Moulton is part of the moderate New
Democrat caucus, and his voting record puts
him on the right flank of the largely progres-
sive Massachusetts delegation of Democrats.
He had some success as kingmaker of the
center-left, using his PAC to elevate next-gen-
eration congressional candidates.

Lately, Mr: Moulton has tried to drift where
he thinks the political winds are blowing. He
insists he is not a centrist. “I would not use

\VE FALL,
NITED

that term,” he told me. “But 1 am able to work
across the aisle.”

“Seth is not a progressive, but he's trying to
campaign as one and redefining it,” said Mary
Anne Marsh, alongtime Massachusetts Dem-
ocratic strategist.

So I asked him: What does his campaign
stand for, besides a new generation of leader-
ship?

“Well, I mean, it's a new generation of
ideas,” he said. Even though he and Mr.
Markey have many of the same goals, Mr.
Moulton argued that he is more pragmatic.
Mr. Markey is running on Medicare for all,
while Mr. Moulton favors an expanded public
health care option. The housing crisis in
Massachusetts, Mr. Moulton said, means that
“obviously, whatever Senator Markey has
been doing or not doing with regards to hous-
ing hasn't worked.” He said that expanded
rail transit could improve housing affordabili-
ty and that Mr. Markey’s proposed trans-
portation plan is out of the “1910s."

Seth Moulton's
sagging campaign
in Massachusetts
demonstrates the

party’s challenges.

Economy

cially creative and are increasingly keeping
the debt off their books by structuring their
data center investments as lease commit-
ments.

Take Meta’s titanic Hyperion data center
project in Louisiana, for example. Instead of
issuing bonds, the company secured most of
the financing money by promising to rent
the data center itself for 20 years. As a re-
sult, the $27.3 billion loan appears nowhere
on Meta's balance sheet — even though it is
in practice on the hook for making these fu-
ture lease payments.

Goldman Sachs analysts recently tallied
$1.5trillion in aggregate lease commitments
by the A.I hyperscalers. Of this, about $1
trillion is associated with leases that haven't
even started yet, which means that even the
individual lease payments barely appear in
public disclosures, even if the debt they are
associated with will result in often unavoid-
able costs in the future. As Goldman blandly
noted: “This treatment can understate
leverage and future liquidity needs as these

igati are ly i and
contractual payments come due” Then
there is another estimated $L.5 trillion of
P i — i to
buy chips and electricity. Those promises
don’t appear on balance sheets either.

Adding to the dangers, the A.L. ecosystem
has become remarkably incestuous, with a
wildly complicated tangle of business, in-
vestment and lending relationships tying
most of the companies together. Even idio-
syncratic problems in one corner could easi-
ly ripple across the whole industry.

Already there are a few hints that bond
market investors — who are far more adept
at sniffing out potential trouble than the
more blithe equity investors — are getting
antsy. Investors are starting to buy insur-
ance to protect them if the hyperscalers go
bankrupt. Based on the current cost of this
insurance, investors still think these A.l
companies are good for the money, but the
mere existence of such insurance for the
likes of Alphabet or Microsoft would have
been virtually unthinkable just two years

ago.

At the peak of the 1870s railway mania,
one American financier is said to have
quipped that “no railroad has ever been
placed on a paying basis until it has been
through a receivership.” Perhaps the same
will be said for the A.I. data centers now be-
ing constructed around the world.

That might leave us with cheap and abun-
dant computing power — even many bank-
rupt railways proved a long-term boon —
but in the short term, Americans would be
left dealing with a painful economic setback.
The crash that followed an epic railway
bond bust of 1873 was long known as the
Great Depression — until that label was
usurped in the 1930s. Today, it is commonly
called the “Long Depression,” and is a testa-
ment to the dangers of even well-founded
technology booms that come to rely too
muchon debt. And railroad tracks last much
longer than chips.

IS

None of this is particularly new or inspir-
ing.

In fairness, if Mr. Moulton were running in
a purple state, we might be talking about him
as one of this year's frontline Democratic
champions. But Mr. Moulton must run
against an incumbent in the Massachusetts
Democratic primary, and he has chosen to
walk a tricky tightrope — progressive, just
not that progressive.

As the “Mad Men” protagonist Don Draper
once said, “If you don't like what is being said,
change the conversation.” While progres-
sives have benefited from a decade of beating
the drum against corporate donations and for
Medicare for all, their strength can also be
weakness: Some voters may be sick of having
the same old health care conversation. Mr.
Moulton’s problem is that he has not changed
the conversation enough.

This is doubly frustrating because buried
on his website is material on a different set of
issues that could offer voters a more compel-
ling alternative than: Like Markey but
young. His promise to invest $205 billion in a
nationwide high-speed rail network. His plan
to ban cellphones in school nationwide. His
pledge to tax social media companies and use
the proceeds to invest in public spaces and
youth organizations. His proposal to regulate
artificial intelligence to protect personal data,
preserve American jobs and penalize Al
companies that feed dangerous content to
kids.

These smart ideas could be the foundation
of a center-left agenda that offers a real con-
trast to the progressive left. They could even
coalesce into a coherent vision of a pro-hu-
man, pro-community and anti-Big Tech fu-
ture.

Too bad Mr. Moulton barely mentions
them.

True, Mr. Moulton could still pull off an up-
set. Recent polling misses in the Michigan
and Wisconsin Democratic primaries signifi-
cantly overestimated progressive support
and undercounted the kinds of moderate vot-
ers who would provide his narrow path to vic-
tory. Even if Mr. Moulton loses, the center-left
will still have some juice. 1f Democrats win
back the Senate this year, it will be thanks to
candidates such as James Talarico in Texas,
Roy Cooper in North Carolina and Mary Pel-
tola in Alaska.

But if candidates like these take anything
away from Mr. Moulton's 12-year career of
punching the establishment, it should be this:
It's not enough to just fight against the status
quo. Voters need to see what you're fighting
for, too.
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World Business Chicago’s latest messaging Quotes of
. . . , . the week
conveniently dovetails with Johnson’s reelection case | .
‘Dolly opened doors
At the turn of the cen nOthStfor me, but
Mayor Richard M. Daley created i il
World Business Chicago, a for her entire ‘""'I?’
nonprofit public-private entity to reach the poten tial
funded mainly by corporate dona- we didn’t even know
tions. Its purpose was to market B
Chicago to outside business was possible. Dolly
people, investors and even young,
talented v:orkers from elsewhere also ope ned doors
asaplace to grow and invest. i
]_npr.he yea;‘s“s’ince, ‘WBC largely f (.)r generations f)f
has stuck to this important singers, songwriters,
mission. ;o
Soit’sdisturbing to see the musicians, and
agency appearing to be actingas dreamersﬁom every
atool of Mayor Brandon John- Ik of li d
son’sas-yet undeclared reelection wa Of lf eand across

campaign as the mayoral election
nears and targeting its messages to
those already here.

Atissue are a series of promo-
tional spots, which began running
onsocial and streaming media
earlier this month, that feature
the mayor narrating his “strate-
gicinvestments in every neigh-
borhood.” “We've invested over
$6 billion of economic activity
in every corner of the city,” the
mayor claims in each of the spots,
which use essentially the same
textbut lay out statistics applying
tovarious parts of Chicago such
as the South Side, the Northwest
Side and the West Side.

“Let’s keep building better
together;” the mayor concludes
after a series of still shots of John-
son in economic-development
settings. One is a groundbreaking,
another is Johnson wearing a hard
hitat a construction site — you get
theidea.

Who s the target of that last
message? Clearly, it’s those who
already live here.

And vote here.

The interestingly timed promo-
tional campaign caught the atten-
tion of state Rep. Curtis J. Tarver
11, who represents a South Side
district and has been critical of
Johnson’s dealings with Spring-
field. He dispatched aletter, dated
Aug. 25,t0 WBC CEO Philip
Clement asking for detailed infor-
mation on costs of the campaign,
the intended audience and coor-
dination if any with the mayor’s
office, among other requests.

The new marketing campaign’s
timing, Tarver noted in his letter,
“adds to the sensitivity”

The release of what look and
sound just like political ads just
as Johnson's campaign is circu-
lating petitions to put him on the

SCOTT STANTIS/SPECIALTO THE TRIBUNE

State Rep. Curtis Tarver |l speaks on the House floor on the final night of
the spring legislative session at the State Capitol on June 1in Springfield.
JOHN J.KIM/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

city and state provide a portion of
‘WBC’s funding; Tarver references
$1.5 million in the state budget for
the fiscal year that ended June 30,
2026, and another $1.35 million
for the current fiscal year.

But the majority of the WBC
resources come from donations
made by corporate Chicago,
whichhas a vested interest in
promotmg the city as agood place

Chicago as a business destination.
But this messaging to our minds
crosses the line and sounds more
like a call to endorse his policies
and above all continue them.
‘When we asked them to
respond, WBC said in a statement,
“Promoting Chicago’s economy
and highlighting the billions of
dollars ininvestment happening
across the city is core to World

ballot “raise(s) I todob: butisn’t gener- Business Chicago’s mission.”

tions about whether the commu- ally supportive of this mayor, “Mayor Johnson, as the city’s

nications could be perceived as ‘who after all regularly dxspar~ elected leader, is an  appr opn-
political promotion or createthe  ages C}'ucago 's largest s atespol the
appearance of a potential conflict ~ for opposing his call to tax x them business, civic, community and
of interest, depending on who based on how many peoplethey ~ entrepreneurial leaders who are
requested and approved them, employin the city. featured across World Business
how theywere funded, and how Johnson likes to make unflat- Chicago’s content platform,”
and where they were distributed,”  teringreference towhathecalls ~ WBC added.

Tarver wrote. “the corporate caucus” of the City Johnson had just $631,000 in
We agree. Council, which he does notintend his campaign fund as of the end
World Business Chicago’sreve- as aterm of endearment. of June. At the same point in her

nue in 2024 was $9.8 million, $8.6 ‘While the mayor always chairs ~ ultimately unsuccessful campaign

million of which came from grants ‘WBC and appoints the CEQ, its forreelection in 2023, his prede-
and contributi dibility depends on being cessor Lori Lightfoothad $2.5

the filing it made to the Intemal above politics as much as possi-

Revenue Service in that year to
justify its nonprofit status. The

ble. Yes, an appropriate role ofthe

Il].mo)s Secretary of State

mayor is to be a cheerl for

Alexi Gi , who has

announced a run for Chicago
mayor even as he’s running for
reelection to his current office,
had more than $20 million in his
campaign kitty as of June 30.

In other words, this mayor,
should he choose to run, can use
every bit of free messaging help he
can find.

At the time Johnson appointed
Clement as World Business
Chicago CEO in 2024, we said that
in that moment of post-pandemic
torpor for Chicago’s economy
'WBC also should make the case to
unconfident Chicagoans them-
selves in addition to outsiders
about this city’s virtues.

‘We stand by our words back
then, but timing is everything in
life. In politics. And in economic
development.

‘Two-plus years later, Chica-
go’s economic stagnationisn’ta
byproduct of a pandemic. COVID-
19is no longer an excuse for our
lagging performance. The lack of
confidence in the city’s prospects
comes far more from poor fiscal
management (not to mention
constant anti-business rhetoric
from the mayor) that makes job
creators wonder how much their
taxes will soar in the future if they
invest here.

Yet growing Chicago’s pie is
crucial to providing economic
opportunity for more city resi-
dents and improving the fiscal
fortunes of a city government
facing yawning budget deficits
every year.

‘WBC’s principal mission now
isto turn up the oven and help the
doughrise.

Itis certainly not to dispense
campaign advertisements
designed to get those who already
live and work here to endorse the
status quo.

Why Illinois should not let elected officials hold multiple public offices

A favorite topic among Chicago
mayoral candidates is to dog
anyone running for two offices
atonce. Everyone knows who
they mean this time around: Alexi
Giannoulias, who is running for
mayor of Chicago and secretary of
state simultaneously.

Hedging your bets is one thing.
But what of elected officials who
actually hold two separate offices
at the same time? Wouldn't that be
even more problematic?

Yes. And Illinois is riddled with
such examples.

Firstup, Harry Benton.

The disgraced former state
representative held his jobasa
state lawmaker while also serv-
ing as the Wheatland Township
highway commissioner, a job from
which he has not yet resigned,
despite the township board pass-
ingaresolution in July calling
on him to step down. This one’s
particularly interesting, because
as Township Supervisor Michael
Crowner said in an email to us, the
board can’t remove him. Benton
earns $72,000 a year, with health
benefits, in this post. His pay

as astate lawmaker was about
$96,000. Benton resigned his post
in the General Assembly in July
amid allegations of sexual miscon-
duct.

Speaking of state lawmakers
who moonlight as local officials,
we can’t leave off Thaddeus Jones,
mayor of Calumet Cityand a
Democratic state lawmaker. After
concerns were raised about some
of Jones’ spending habits, WGN
Investigates this April reviewed
his Calumet City credit card trans-
action history, and alleged, among
other things, a total of more than
$35,000 spent at restaurants,
including Chicago Cut Steak-
house and Hooters. Records also
showed he paid over $17,000 for
atripto hi .C.,as well

years, during which time he faced
two federal trials for bribery and
fraud, and was acquitted both
times. Still, Rosemont has along
history of corruption allegations
and controversies.

‘We cannot forget Tiffany
Henyard. The former embat-
tled mayor of Dolton and Thorn-
ton Township supervisor may
have packed up and headed to
Fulton County, Georgia, but for
many years she held two taxpay-
er-funded jobs here. To say that
didn’t go well is an understate-
ment. Unofficially dubbed “the
worst mayor in America,” she
faced plenty of scrutiny during
her tenure in Illinois, including
anFBI mvestl tion examining

ancial mi

as excursions to Las Vegas, Miami
and Colorado Springs, Colorado.
Jones brings in about $225,000 in
salary from his two elected offices.
There’s also state Rep. Brad
Stephens, R-Rosemont, who is
also the mayor of his hometown,
aposition he has held since 2007.
He succeeded his father, Donald,
who held the post for nearly 50

agement and possnble misuse of
public funds. She spent lavishly on
travel and questionable contracts,
and took her village’s general fund
from a $5.6 million surplus in
April 2022 to a $3.6 million defi-
cit by May 2024, according to an
investigation headed by former
Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot.
See the trend?

‘We smell a correlation between
how many public offices a person
holds and his or her proximity to
trouble.

It’s hard to see how state
lawmakers, especially, can reason-
ably hold two public posts at the
same time. Yes, it’s technically a
part-time gig, but the pay is not
and neither is the workload. Not
to mention that state lawmakers
preside over decisions such as
how to distribute funds tolocal
govemmentx

Tllinois already has some rules
around what types of roles public
officials can hold simultaneously,
with limits such as mayors not
being able to hold other offices
in the same municipality. Judges
are barred from holding multiple
offices while on the bench.

The guiding principle in these
rules is incompatibility: If hold-
ing two public offices presents an
insurmountable conflict, no can
do. Quite right too.

But to our minds in Illinois,
there are plenty of incompatibil-
ities that the current rules do not
catch.

every continent. By
her example, we
believed that anything
was possible. She
never saw a door she
couldn’t open, and

the doors she opened
made and changed
history.”

BRYAN SEAVER, in tribute
to his aunt Dolly Parton

“What a funny, sexy,
original he was.

But what I loved
about him most

was his heart. Even
wheelchair bound he
continued to be so
sweet and generous
with his fans. Thank
you Tim for meaning
so much to so many
people. Love you, S”

SUSAN SARANDON, in
tribute to Tim Curry, her
“Rocky Horror Picture Show”™
costar

“Local governments
need to learn to

do more with less,
particularly in

these precarious
economic times.

And taxpayers need
to vote. Residential
taxes in the north and
northwest suburbs
increased at pace
more than triple that
of the inflation rate.”

COOK COUNTY TREASURER
MARIA PAPPAS

“You're at war when
you get attacked. We
got attacked.”

CANADIAN PRIME
MINISTER MARK CARNEY,
inreference to the Trump
administration’s tariffs

“I'm starting to realize
life’s too short to try
to build in places

that people don’t
appreciate what
you're bringing”
BUC-EE'S CO-FOUNDER
ARCH"“BEAVER"APLIN III,
explaining his philosophy on

choosing states in which to
expand
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OPINION

How Chicago’s housing policies
can better support public safety

By Jens Ludwig
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

‘We have a mayoral election
coming up. Whoever runs the
city next will have little money to
throw at solving the top concern
of Chicago voters: gun violence.
Inarecent op-ed, my team at the
University of Chicago Crime Lab
outlined four ideas that would
cost little and together could
cut the city’s number of shoot-
ings by up to half. Here’s another
idea: Reorient Chicago’s housing
policies to better support public
safety.

American housing policy for
the poor is guided by two quite
natural intuitions. The firstis that
housingis expensive. The second
is that there are many families
with low incomes, year after year,
that will struggle to afford a place
tolive.

The resulthas been housing
policies that give people bene-
fits that are very generous by the
standards of U.S. social policy (the
average housing voucher subsidy
in Chicago is nearly $15,000 per
year), to solve the problem of
how expensive housing is. And
to solve the problem of many
families being persistently poor,
these vouchers, unlike social
programs such as the state-run
Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families, aren’t time-limited;
people can keep them for as long
as theirincomes are low enough.
Plus, federal rules require cities
to prioritize housing help for the
poorest families.

There’s been some debate about
‘whether this is the best way to
help low-income Americans with
their housing. Given the limited
housing dollars, nationwide only
around 1in 4 poor families get any
help with their housing. We could
in principle give each low-income
family a smaller subsidy in order
to give help to a much larger share
ofthe poor.

ButIwant to focus on a differ-
ent concern with the current
approach: The biggest hous-
ing programs, such as vouchers,
don’t seem to do much to improve
public safety. We could — perhaps
counterintuitively — get more
public safety benefit by focusing
alarger share of housing dollars
onshort-term help to people who
aren’t necessarily the poorest of
the poor, or the persistently poor,
but instead are suffering from

Chicago police officers work the scene where four people were shot near the 5100 block of South Calumet Avenue in the Washington Park
neighborhood on July 16. ARMANDO L. SANCHEZ/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

more time-limited budget prob-
lems.

For example, research by the
Lab for Economic Opportunities
at the University of Notre Dame
looked at what happened with
people who received assistance
several years ago from Chicago’s
Homelessness Prevention Call

Asecond exampleis with
victims of domestic violence,
which surged during the
pandemic here in Chicago.

Help with housing is one of the
top needs of domestie violence
victims. The fear is that many
women stay with abusive part-
ners for lack of anywhere else they
can afford to go. Fast- tm-naround,

Center. The HPCC helped people
suffering from “a si but

temporary crisis” make rent and
keep their utilities on, for exam-
ple.

The result? People going
through an unemployment spell,
divorce or short-term cash crunch
caused by an unexpected expense
or emergency were prevented
from becoming homeless, and
the rate at which people were
arrested for a violent crime fell by
fully 51%. The lesson is that being.
doubled up by living on someone
else’s couch or living in a tent on
the street exposes people to situ-
ations in which violence is much
more likely.

y housing
may allow many more women to
escape from dangerous situa-
tions more quickly. Changing the
balance of our housing dollars a
bitand better connecting housing
programs to other social service
entry points that work with
domestic violence victims could
potentially save many lives.

For example, our research
team at the University of Chicago
linked data from medical records
with police records and found that
there are subtle signals in medi-
cal data such as X-ray images that
doctors and nurses miss but that
indicate domestic violence victim-

ization — that is, these subtle
signals help predict whether
someone will go on to report
domestic violence to the police
in the near future. Having social
workers in the emergency room
connect victims to short-term
housing help is just one example
of alow-cost way to potentially
save many lives.

The problem isn’t that we're
not doing any of this right now,
but rather that we don’tseem to
be doing nearly enough ofit. For
example, statewide, there seems
tobe ashortage of tens of thou-
sands of shelter beds plus other
sorts of short-term housing help
for people all across Illinois. Here
in Chicago specifically, we are
seeinga growing number of calls
by people to 211 for quick turn-
around help to avoid homeless-
ness. While federal rules impose
real constraints on how much we
can repurpose federal dollars,
Chicago does have some extra
flexibility given that we're one of

the cities that’s a Department of
Housing and Urban Development
“Moving to Work” program site.

A city drowning in money
would have lots of options for
reducing gun violence. But
Chicago is not drowning in money
right now, nor are we likely to
suffer from that problem anytime
soon. We need to be thinking of
concrete, actionable, evidence-
based ways to get more public
safety from existing city dollars
— including, as T argue here,
gettingmore of a public-safety
double dividend from our housing
programs.

Jens Ludwig is the Edwin A. and
Betty L. Bergman distinguished
service professor at the University
of Chicago, Pritzker director of
the University of Chicago Crime
Lab, an elected member of the
National Academy of Medicine
and author of “Unforgiving
Places: The Unexpected Origins of
American Gun Violence.”

Netanyahu doesn t have to trust Hamas to accept peace

By John Aziz and Eli J. Finkel
SPECIALTO THE TRIBUNE

The dilemma confronting
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu — whether to pursue
peace with an adversary he
loathes and distrusts — is hardly
new. Since at least 1948, Israeli
and Palestinian leaders have had
to decide which risks are more
tolerable: the risks of escalation or
the risks of de-escalation.

Netanyahu’s dilemmaisalso a
remarkable opportunity, caused
by Hamas’ agreement to the
Board of Peace’s proposal for the
militant group’s phased disarma-
ment, including its stated commit-
ment to cease all military activity.
Despite years of demanding such
disarmament, Netanyahu has
refused the deal.

Nodoubt that he has every
reason to distrust Hamas, which
remains unrepentant about the
atrocities it perpetrated on Oct. 7,
2023. Hamas spokesman Ghazi
Hamad promised in 2023 to
repeat Oct. 7 “again and again”
until Israel is annihilated. When
asked in a recent interview if
he would recant this threat, he
declined to doso.

Butaccepting the current
proposal would not rely on trusting
Hamas. Under the Board of Peace
road map, Israel would not have to
‘withdraw from any area of Gaza
until that area has been verified
as free of weapons. According to
the board’s negotiator, Nickolay
Mladenov, once that occurs, Israel
will withdraw — and the Interna-
tional Stabilization Force, led by an
American general, will moveinto
secure it. The process would then
be repeated, sector by sector, until
Hamas is completely disarmed and
Israel has completely withdrawn
from Gaza.

To be sure, Netanyahu would
prefer that Hamas disarm
completely throughout Gaza
before Israel begins any with-
drawal (just as Hamas would
prefer that Israel withdraw
completely before it begins any
disarmament). But refusing the
compromise is risky because it
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Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu casts his ballot in Jerusalem on Aug.17 in his Likud party primary
election ahead of Israel's general election in October. OHAD ZWIGENBERG/AP, POOL

can contribute to a narrative of
intransigence. For decades now,
Palestinians have been reminded:
“Israel offered you peace before
— at Camp David — and Yasser
Arafat walked away. Why should
we take you seriously as a peace
partner?”

‘Whether or not one finds this
narrative credible — the Palestin-
ian side of the argument is that
the deals on the table were not
sufficient for a viable state — ithas
become an Israeli cudgel against
taking any further risks for peace.

Netanyahu now risks gift-
ing Hamas a similar weapon. If
Netanyahu refuses the Board of
Peace deal, then Hamas can say:
“We offered Israel disarmament
— the thing they claimed they
wanted. They refused. Now why
should we offer to disarm again in
the future?”

‘With Israel’s international
reputation cratering, it can ill
afford to give Hamas this public
relations coup.

Rather than seeking to end

the conflict through a negotiated
resolution — as Israeli leaders
such as Yitzhak Rabin, Ehud
Barak and Ehud Olmert tried
— Netanyahu has been widely
seen instead as having sought to
manage the conflict by focusing
on security measures and ratch-
etingup pressure on Palestinians
ugh military occupation and
settlement construction. After
Oct. 7, however, the notion that
this conflict can be managed isin
tatters.

Ingeopolitical conflict, every
behavior tilts the conflict in the
direction of peace or in the direc-
tion of war. The consequences of
any given behavior may be small
and probabilistic, but the general
trajectory — toward peace or
toward more war — matters.

Asaccurately depicted in “The
Brink of War;” anew movie about
the 1986 nuclear summit in Reyk-
javik, both Mikhail Gorbachev
(Jared Harris) and Ronald Reagan
(Jeff Daniels) surprised each
other with ambitious and gener-

ous offers toward denucleariza-
tion. That summit closed without
adeal, but the bold steps the two
leaders took in the direction

of peace paved the way for the
landmark Intermediate-Range
Nuclear Forces Treaty the follow-
ingyear.

The Israel-Hamas conflictis
agraveyard of missed opportu-
nities. The leaders who rejected
opportunities for peace in the past
contributed, in their own small
way, to the horrors endured by
Israelis and Palestinians in recent
years. Arafat’s rejection of the
opportunity available at Camp
David in 2000 increased the risk
of future catastrophe for Pales-
tinians. Israeli Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon’s failure to seriously
pursue the Arab Peace Initiative in
2002 increased the risk of future
catastrophe for Israelis.

For Netanyahu, giving Hamas
achance to disarm in exchange
for reciprocally returning Gaza to
the Palestinian people would be a
meaningful step in the direction of

peace, one that is likely to reduce
the odds of another Oct. 7.

Nothing is guaranteed, of
course, and military hawks can
always offer internally coherent
arguments for why the risks of
de-escalation are too great. What
such arguments tend to discount
are the risks of refusing to de-es-
calate.

The status quo s horrific. The
death and carnage in Gaza since
2023 beggars comprehension, and
human decency requires thatthe
Palestinian people have an oppor-
tunity to return to amore humane
existence. Meanwhile, Hamas
remains the dominant —and
well-armed — governing faction
in Gaza.

It takes tremendous courage
for aleader to stand up to the
most hawkish voices on their own
side, as Gorbachev and Reagan
were willing to do in Reykjavik.
And this is amoment for cour-
age: From Israel’s perspective,
itis self-defeating to refusea
deal that holds real potential not
only to disarm Hamas but also
to push Israelis and Palestinians
in the direction of peace, dignity
and self-determination for both
peoples.

Accepting the deal entails risk.
But so does refusing it — an
Israelis and Palestinians have
already learned the terrible cost of
believing that the status quois the
safer choice.

Peace does not require
Netanyahu to trust Hamas. This
proposal requires something
harder and more realistic: that
each side take a verifiable step.
And thenanother.

For decades, Israeli and Pales-
tinian leaders have had to choose
between the risks of escalation
and the risks of de-escalation.
Netanyahu now faces that choice
himself. The greater risk is stand-
ingstill.

John Aziz is a writer, analyst

and peace advocate. Eli J. Finkel
is a professor at Northwestern
University and founding co-
director of the Litowitz Center for
Enlightened Disagreement.
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In Cook County, politics are being pursued, not justice

By Otis Moss I,

Michael Pfleger, Seth Limmer
and Ciera Bates-Chamberlain
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

On arecent Monday morning,
inacourtroom in Bridgeview,
Nakia Smith pleaded guilty toa
felony. His crime: walking into the
Calumet District police station on
East111th Street carryinga gun he
intended to hand over to police.
One of his workers had found the
weapon cleaning out a property,
and Smith — who has spent the 13
years since his release from prison
mentoring young people, tending
community gardens in Roseland
and volunteering with the anti-vi-
olence organization Chicago
CRED — did what we tell our
neighbors to do. He turned the gun
in to the authorities.

For that, Smith was arrested,
spent seven months in Cook
County Jail, wore an ankle moni-
torand, facing six to 30 years in
prison in the event of a conviction,
accepted a deal. He pleaded guilty,
accepted “time served” and went
home.

Some will see this outcome,
adeal for time served, as mercy.
Look closer: Aman whose only
intention was to protect public
safety now carries a fresh felony
conviction — because the price of
insisting on his innocence at trial
was the risk of dying in prison.
That is not mercy. Neither is it
justice. Instead, this is the machine
workingas designed.

The overwhelming majority
of criminal cases in this country
never reach ajury; theyend in
pleas, and the decision to plead out
turns less on truth than on what a
defendant can afford to risk. There
isan old saying in our neighbor-
hoods, and the Smith case once
more proved it true: You are better
off being guilty and rich than poor
and innocent.

The Book of Deuteronomy,
sacred to the traditions we serve,
lays out a divine blueprint for the
justice system. Judges must “show
no partiality” and take no bribe,
“for bribes blind the eyes of the
discerning” Those empowered
by the system must “hear out low
and high alike,” and should harbor
neither fear nor awe for any party.

Mostimportantly, Deuteronomy
charges: “Justice, justice shall you
pursue.” Scripture does not repeat
itselfidly. Justice named twice is
justice that must be the same twice
over — the same on the North
Shore as in Roseland, the same for
the defendant in a tailored suit as
for the one in a work coat. A court
that weighs ZIP code, income and
complexion has already accepted
abribe; it has collected payment in
something other than cash.

Cook County State's Attorney Eileen O'Neill Burke presents a progress report on her first year in office at a City Club of Chicago luncheon on Dec. 2,
2025. E.JASON WAMBSGANS/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

A man whose only intention was to protect public safety

now carries a fresh felony conviction — because the price
of insisting on his innocence at trial was the risk of dying
in prison. That is not mercy. Neither is it justice. Instead,
this is the machine working as designed.

Consider other cases. Ivy Kelly
has insisted for more than two
decades that he isinnocent of the
1999 killing of the man he called
hisbest friend. After an appeals
court found his trial flawed, pros-
ecutors offered him immediate
freedom —ifhe would confess. He
refused to buy liberty with alie,
so this 51-year-old man sits today
ina maximum security division
of Cook County Jail, punished for
telling the truth.

And consider Jaime Rios,
convicted at 20 of 1989 murder
after being investigated by
Reynaldo Guevara, the disgraced
now-former detective accused of
framing dozens of Chicagoans.
Rios spent 17 years in prison; in
February, a federal jury awarded
him $750,000 — roughly $44,000
perstolen year. The detective

whose misconduct put him there
collects a pension of more than
$91,000 a year. In this county,
framing a man pays better, annu-
ally, than having been framed.

Remunerationis becoming rarer.
Whereas the previous state’s attor-
ney’s office objected to about1in 4
certificates of innocence sought by
the exonerated, the currentoffice
fights 4 out of 5, forcing people
who already lost decades to spend
months more proving what judges
have already found.

‘Two years ago in these pages,
after current State’s Attorney
Eileen O'Neill Burke won her
primary by fewer than 1,600 votes,
we wrote about the puzzle of her
candidacy — a promise to preserve
reform wrapped in tough-on-
crime packaging.

The puzzle hasbeen answered.

Detention requests are up, and the
jail holds hundreds more people
than before she took office. The
exonerated are contested. Kelly
waits. And Smith, warrior for
peace, isa felon once more. From
our perspective, it seems as if poli-
tics are being pursued, not justice.

‘We do not write to condemn one
official; we write because Deuter-
onomy commands the whole
community to pursue justice. In
Chicago, pursuit of justice today
means correction. Correction, in
this case, is not complicated. It
does not require new courts or
new laws to begin, only a change
of practice by the people already
empowered toact.

Solet the state’s attorney
remember that prosecutorial
discretion exists precisely for
cases such as these. The law that
charged Smith as an armed habit-
ual criminal did not require that
charge; a prosecutor choseit,and a
prosecutor could as easily have not
chosen it. The same is true regard-
ing Kelly: Nothing in the statute
forces the office to keep contest-
inga case an appellate court has
already called into doubt, nor to

treat arefusal to falsely confess as
evidence of danger. Let our justice
system cease fighting the innocent
and the honest alike, and let mercy
become policy rather than an acci-
dent that depends on the political
proclivities of a prosecutor.

May we pursue justice doubled:
the same for rich and poor, the
same for low and high, so that
the doubling Deuteronomy
commands are no longer just
words we read but a practice our
county lives. May we protect those
who do good rather than prose-
cute them. May we tell the truth
about our courts, and having told
it, repair them.

And may the day come soon
when doing right in Cook County
costsnothingatall.

Chicago faith leaders Rabbi Seth
Limmer, the Rev. Otis Moss III,
the Rev. Ciera Bates-Chamberlain
and the Rev. Michael Pfleger
Jjoined the Tribune’s opinion
section in summer 2022 for a
series of columns on potential
solutions to Chicago’s chronic gun
violence problem. The column
continues on an occasional basis.

Voice of the People

Answers for northwest Indiana

For about two weeks, fami-
lies across northwest Indiana
endured extraordinary hard-
ships. Homes went dark. Food
spoiled. Businesses and schools
were disrupted. Thousands of our
neighbors waited day after day for
their power to return.

Tknow something of that expe-
rience. My own power was out for
10 days.

The Aug. 11 storm was cata-
strophic. We should recognize
the magnitude of the damage
and thank the line workers, first
responders, municipal employees,
volunteers and neighbors who
have worked tirelessly throughout
this recovery.

Nearly two weeks without
power is simply too long.

Gov. Mike Braun has called for
an investigation into NIPSCO’s
preparation for and response to
this disaster. I not only support
that investigation but have asked
Braun to expand it and ensure
ratepayers in Northwest Indi-
anaare protected. The people of
northwest Indiana deserve clear
answers and real solutions.

Our engagement on utility
issues did not begin with this
storm. In April, I participated
in discussions with the Indiana
Utility Regulatory Commission in
Garyas residents raised concerns
about utility costs, reliability and
accountability. Those questions
matter even more today.

‘We need to know how prepared
our system was, whether vege-
tation and rights of way were
adequately maintained, and
whether infrastructure and reli-
ability investments paid for by
ratepayers delivered what was
promised.

Ihave also spoken with the
chair of the Indiana Senate Utili-
ties Committee about what we can
learn from this catastrophe and
what measures we should exam-
ine when the Indiana General
Assembly reconvenes, to make
our communities better prepared
for the next major storm.

Idonot want to prejudge those
answers. I want us to find them.

And when the final home is

reconnected, our work cannot
end. We owe northwest Indiana
more than restored power. We
owe our people answers, account-
ability and abetter prepared
system for whatever comes next.
— Indiana state Sen. Mark
Spencer, D-Gary

Campaigns’ social media videos

When I was running for mayor,
one of our more successful
social media endeavors involved
me eating shrimp. A video at
Haire’s Gulf Shrimp at 75th and
Vincennes — a great, family-run
small business — drew hundreds
of thousands of views.

People started askingme a
pretty reasonable question: Why
the hell are you doing this? Aren’t
you running for mayor?

The answer was that I wanted
to show the more human side ofa
campaign — a normal Chicago guy
celebrating some of Chicago’s best
food.Iwanted to highlight a great
small business. And, of course, I
wanted to build followership.

Because if someone followed
me for the shrimp, maybe the next
day they’d see a video about why
it takes too long to get a business
license. Or housing. Or public
safety. Or the city’s finances.

That’s the needle politicians
everywhere are trying to thread.
The best political content looks
and feels like regular social media,
but it also informs, educates or
persuades people about some-

own. Paying a creator toreach an
audience isn’t inherently more
sinister than paying for a televi-
sion commercial, but there is an
important difference.
‘When you see a campaign
ad, you know it’s a campaign
ad. When a creator you follow
suddenly starts praising a candi-
date, you may have noidea if they
meanit or if they’re getting paid.
The fix is pretty simple. If polit-
ical content is paid for, it should be
disclosed clearly. Illinois should
also make those payments easy for
voters to find.
Social media can show you
Chicago. It can’t replace Chicago.
So I encourage candidates
to make the videos. Have some
fun. Bring more people into the
conversation. Just be transparent
about who's paying for what, have
something worthwhile to say —
and don’t forget to put the phone
down and go meet the people
you're asking to represent.
— Liam Stanton, Chicago

Get to work, Mayor Johnson
Our mayor is spending time and
energy issuing executive orders
versus spending time and energy
onrealissues: why it costs three
times as much as one suburb to
remove lead pipes, underfunded
pension plans, police overtime
levels, the CTA and school fund-

ing.
While Brandon Johnson’s exec-
utive orders are legal (unlike many

thing of substance. of the president’s), they are not
There’s nothing wrong with doing much to make Chicagoans’

that. Politics could use alittle lives better.

more personality and joy. Not Get towork, Mr. Mayor.

every interaction with — Lee Berenb Chicago

running for office needstobe a
six-minute explanation of pension
liabilities. If a video gets someone
who normally couldn’t care less
about local government to pay
attention, you might bring them
into the conversation.

The problem comes when
attention becomes the whole
point — or when campaigns blur
the line between political adver-
tising and organic content.

Campaigns are increasingly
working with paid influencers
who have built audiences of their

DNR’s handling of lake water
The Aug. 27 editorial about the
suburban challenge to Chica-
go’s monopoly on Lake Michigan
water fails to mention one fact
(“A suburban challenge to Chica-
go’s monopoly on Lake Michigan
water makes major waves”). The
Illinois Department of Natural
Resources is responsible for the
allocation of Lake Michigan water
under the Level of Lake Michigan
Act, and the DNR has not been
serving the public interest for

decades. The suburban frustra-
tion with Chicago is a direct result
of DNR’s mismanagement of our
precious resource.

Each year, as much as 25 billion
gallons of water are lost through
leaking, aged water mains in
numerous municipalities because
the DNR hasn’t enforced its own
rules for water conservation.

— Dick Lanyon, Evanston

Actions to take for the climate

The orange haze that has
blanketed the Chicago skyline
over recent summers is a stark
reminder that climate disas-
ters do not carry passports.
Record-breaking wildfires across
Canada have turned our shared
air into a seasonal public health
crisis, triggering frequent air qual-
ity alerts and aggravating health
conditions for thousands of local
residents.

This cross-border crisis pres-
ents a powerful, urgent opportu-
nity for shared American action.
The science is simple. A warming
planet dries out our landscapes,
stretching fire seasons into year-
round threats.

‘We are not helpless spectators.
By aggressively cutting carbon
emissions right here in the U.S,,
we can directly prevent these
wildfires from getting worse on
both sides of the border. Shifting
rapidly toward clean energy and
tightening emission standards
directly cool the global climate
engine driving these mega-fires.

‘Without urgent action to curb
rising temperatures, wildfires will
continue to spiral out of control.
The catastrophic summers we
endure today will become the
norm tomorrow and a future that
nobody wants to live in.

Readers can call or email their
representatives and urge support
for clean energy subsidies, carbon
pricing and stricter industrial
emission limits.

— Joseph Reitmeyer, Mount
Prospect

Blown tires at O’Hare, Midway

Inthe month of August, at least
four jets at O’Hare International
Airportand one at Midway Inter-
national Airport have sustained
blown tires. My absolute amateur
opinion is that the runways and
taxiways may suffer from the same
malady affecting our highways.

Idrive on the Kennedy and the
Edens expressways frequently,
and since the spring, the pave-
ment has been horrible; it’s like
driving on rumble strips for miles.
Thave been driving for over 50
years and have never experienced
these conditions.

I have wondered ifit may have a
negative impact on my tires, too.
— Paula J. Schneiderman,
Chicago

Parents’ conflict over vaccines
Thankyou to Dr. Barbara
Hendrickson for her letter regard-
ingvaccines in the Aug. 26 edition
(“Why vaccinating kids matters”).
Asanurse, I was aware of some
of the complications of ameasles
infection. I was not aware of the
continued risk to immunity or
subacute sclerosing panencephali-
tis. Parents want to do their best to
protect their children, but mistrust
and false information regarding
vaccines that have been provided
for decades are leaving parents
conflicted. The decision regard-
ing vaccine administration should
be between the parents and their
pediatrician/medical provider.
— Patricia Bonk, Midlothian

Note to readers

Construction on Chicago
streets and bridges this summer
has created headaches for many
drivers. We'd like to hear from you
about your frustrations with the
delays and the city’s management
of the closures and detours. Send a
letter of no more than 400 words
by Wednesday, Sept. 2 to letters@
chicagotribune.com. Be sure to
include your full name and city/
town.

For online-exclusive letters, go to www.chicagotribune.com/ letters.
Email your letter submissions, 400 words or less, to letters@chicago
tribune.com. Include your full name, address and phone number.
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