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Surviving a golter’s

WhatsApp
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Rahil Gangjee

IFYOUTHINK golfis difficult, trysurvivinga
golfer’s WhatsApp group. No, seriously.
Everyone thinks the hardest part of golf is
getting out of a deep bunker or holing that
four-footer that suddenly looks like
Augusta’s 18th green. But trust me — those
are child’s play compared to the emotional,
psychological,and spiritual traumaofbeing
partofagroup chatwith golfers.I'vebeenin
plenty. Club groups, weekend buddies
groups, “elite invite-only” groups (where
everyoneinvites everyone anyway),and even
family golf groups where uncles send “Good
Morning”flowersat 5.30 am.They’reall the
same: chaotic, unfiltered, and proof that
golfers should spend more time practicing
andless time typing. Let me break down the
characters, the dramas, and most impor-
tantly, the survival guide.

The tee-time wars: Every group starts
with one noble soul posting: “Who’s play-
ing tomorrow?”

What followsisameltdown that makes
Indian trafficlook organised.

mPlayerA:“6.30works best forme.”

m Player B: “Not possible.It’s dark. 7.15
please.”

m Player C: “Any time, I'm flexible”
(translation: I'llagree towhatevertimeyou
book, then cancel at 11.59 pm tonight).

m Player D: “Boys, make it 9 am.I need
mybeauty sleep”

The Secretary:“9 am? You'll never geta
slot.Only 6.45 isavailable.”

mPlayer D:“Then I’'m out.Sad”

At this point, 87 messages have been
exchanged. Not a single

group

m “Super round bro! 94 is almost
breaking 90.”

That’s notencouragement, that’s psycho-
logical warfare. It’s golf’s version of “With all
duerespect...”which usuallymeansthere’sno
respect at all. One poor soul will try defend-
ing himself: “Ya, but greens were slow.”
Immediately, the Excuse Olympics begin:

m“Slow? Theywere lightning!”

m “I didn’t putt well because caddie dis-
tracted me”

m “Bro, my driver shaft cracked. You
wouldn’tunderstand?”

Bytheend ofit,120 messageslater,every-
one has blamed weather, caddies, grass,
humidity, and global warming — but never
their own swing.

The exit drama: A classic. Someone gets
annoyed. Usually after being left out of a
tee-time or accused of sandbagging. With
great flourish, they announce: “I’m done
with this group.” They leave. Exit notifica-
tion pops up. Group goes silent for 30 sec-
onds. Then chaos. “Why did he leave?”
“Must be the caddie tip fight” “No no, it’s
because we didn’t wait for him last Sun-
day”“Add himbackyaar” Sure enough,two
days later, he’s quietly re-added. No one
mentions it.The cycle continues.
The secretary complex: Every group
hasthatone poor guywho thinks he’s the
group secretary. He’s the one who books
tee times, negotiates caddie tips, posts
tournament entry forms, and reminds
everyone about dress codes. He means
well. But he slowly transforms into that
class monitor everyone hated. “Guys,
shorts not allowed tomorrow.”“Don’t for-
get to pay the starter.”“Please carry exact
change”He doesn’t realise golfers are the
least obedient species on earth. Half the
group will turn up in shorts, without
cash,and say: “Sorry boss, forgot.”
The great handicap debate: Oh, this is
special. Nothing lights up a
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Survival tip #1: Never vol-
unteer to book tee times.
You’ll end up as the designated punching
bag of the group. Also, golfers have the
memory of goldfish — they’llblameyou for
tee times you didn’t even book.

The silent assassin: There’s always that
one memberwhoneverreplies.Never.Total
radiosilence.You think he’sleft the group.
But come Saturday morning, thereheis —
standing on the tee,freshlypolished shoes,
claiming he“read everything” This manis
dangerous.Hehas cracked the code of sur-
viving the group without typing a single
word. He is either a genius,a monk, or has
hiswife secretlyreading messagesforhim.

Meme mayhem

Ahyes,the meme monsters. Every group
has two of them. The guys who think What-
sApp is their personal Comedy Central. It
startswitha golfjoke: Tiger Woods shanking
into the trees, captioned “Me on the first tee.”
Harmless. Then someone forwards a cricket
meme, then a stock market joke, then a ran-
domvideoofadogdrivingascooterin Bihar.
Byevening,the group has transformed from
“Golfers United”to“Forward Factory Unlim-
ited” My personal favouriteiswhenyouopen
thegroupafterignoringitforthreehoursand
you'rewelcomed by: “452 newmessages.”You
clickin,scroll,scroll,scroll,and realise not one
single message is about golf.

Survival tip #2: Mute notifications. Or
better yet, pretend your phone fell into a
water hazard.

Passive-aggressive pars: This is my
favourite part. The group banter. It looks
friendly onthe surface,buteverylinehasthe
sting of abadly topped 3-wood.

m “Great drive today, pity about the
triple bogey.”

m “You’re playing well... for your
handicap.”

Council. Arguments,counter-
arguments, accusations of
sandbagging, references to obscure tour-
namentsfrom threeyearsago,screenshots
of scorecards... One guy proudly says,“I'm
a 9” Someone else immediately replies,
“More like a 19.” Friendships have ended
over this.

Survival tip #3: Never, ever bring up handi-
caps unless you enjoy watching grown men
fight like toddlers over chocolate.

The endgame—food and beer: After all
the chaos — tee times, memes, insults,
exits, re-entries — the group finally finds
peace in the universal golfer’s language:
food and beer.“Where’s dinner?”“Same
placeaslasttime?”“Beer’son me”And sud-
denly,like magic,everyoneisfriendsagain.
All grudges forgotten. The only thing
golfersfightharderforthanteetimesisthe
last piece of chicken tikka at the table.

Final survival guide

So,how do you survive a golfer’s What-
sApp group? Three simple rules:
mMute the group. Don’t worry,you’ll still
get tagged in the truly important stuff like
“Where are you?” and “Who’s bringing
the whiskey?”
m Never volunteer to book tee times.
Unless you secretly enjoy punishment.
mShowup,smile, play golf,and orderbeer.
The real conversations, the real banter,and
the real friendships don’t happen on What-
sApp.They happen on the fairways — where
the Wi-Fi is weak but the camaraderie is
strong. Because at the end of the day,no one
remembers the 452 messages.But everyone
remembers the guy who bought the first
round afterabad dayon the course.And that,
my friends, is howyou survive.
Rahil Gangjee is a professional golfer,
sharing through this column
what life on a golf course s like
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If the Bill to remove

arrested ministers is
passed, India will join the
ranks of Belarus,
Bangladesh, Cambodia,
Cameroon, Congo (DRC),
Myanmar, Nicaragua,
Pakistan, Russia,
Rwanda, Uganda,
Venezuela, Zambia and
Zimbabwe, which
routinely jail

Opposition leaders

ARTICLE 368 OF the Constitution of
India embodies the constituent power
of Parliament to amend the Constitu-
tion.Sub-article (2) of Article 368 reads,
inter alia, (2) An amendment of this Con-
stitution may be initiated only by the
introduction of a Bill... and when the Bill
is passed in each House by a majority of
the total membership of that House and
by a majority of not less than two-thirds
of the members of that House present and
voting, it shall be presented to the Presi-
dent who shall give his assent to the Bill
and thereupon the Constitution shall
stand amended....

The NDA does not have the numbers
to pass a Constitution Amendment Bill
in either House. The NDA’s strength in
the Lok Sabha is 293 (out of 543 mem-
bers) and in the Rajya Sabha is 133 (out
of 245 members).The numbers fall short
of the magic number of two-thirds in
each House if all the members of that
House are present and voting.

The Opposition parties, put together,
have 250 membersinthe Lok Sabhaand
112 members in the Rajya Sabha. The
Bill will not pass if the MPs cast 182
votes in the Lok Sabha and 82 votes in
the Rajya Sabha against the Bill. But,
ironically, not all Opposition parties are
in opposition to the NDA! The YSRCP,
BJD,BRS and BSP,and some smaller par-
ties, have tended to support the NDA
government.AITC and AAP are opposed
tothe NDAbutwhethertheyare with the
LN.D.I.A.blocis dependent on the issue.

A desperate gamble

It is in this situation that the NDA
government has put a ball in play. It is
The Constitution (One Hundred and Thir-
tieth Amendment) Bill, 2025. After its
introduction, the government promptly
referred the Bill to a Joint Select Com-
mittee for consideration.

On the surface, it isa simple Bill with
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IT IS HARD to remember a week in
which India has been more publicly
humiliated on the world stage than the
one just ended. First, came the fifty per
cent tariffs on Indian imports to the
United States imposed by our Prime
Minister’s ex-best friend. Then came
comments from Donald Trump’s Trade
Adviser that were ugly and untrue.
Peter Navarro declared that the war on
Ukraine was ‘Modi’s war’ because India
was ‘profiteering’ fromit by continuing
to buy Russian oil. The Big Bully in the
White House is too scared to take on
China, so it is India that he chose to
unleash his attack dog upon.

In the face of this biased and unwar-
ranted public humiliation India has cho-
sen so far to maintain a dignified silence.
Well done, India. But now that Trump
has stabbed us in the back and made a
mockery of the Hindutva enthusiasts
who were so in love with Trump that
they organised elaborate Hindu rituals
to celebrate his second term, what
should we do?

Well, for a start, we need to spend
much more time on comprehensive eco-
nomic, judicial, educational and agricul-
tural reforms than on bringing about the
Hindutva cultural revolution. Far too
much time has been wasted on deciding
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A protest against unemployment and inflation in Lucknow

Thankfully, dead
on arrival

a straight intent: to remove a minister
(including prime minister and chief
minister) who is arrested on a serious
criminal charge punishable with impris-
onment for a term which may extend to
five years or more and remains injail for
30days.Inthe 30 days,invariably,inves-
tigationwill not be completed and there
will be no chargesheet, no charges, no
trial and no conviction. Nevertheless,on
the 31st day, the minister will be given
the marching orders staining him or her
asa‘criminal’

The BJP trumpets the Bill as the
apotheosis of constitutional and politi-
cal morality. Its argument is: can there
be a goal more lofty than removing a
‘corrupt’ minister? Can a minister (or
chief minister) rule from jail? Those
who say ‘Aye’ to the Bill are true patriots
and nationals; those who say ‘Nay’
are anti-nationals, urban naxals or
Pakistani agents.

On the contrary

The common experience of how the
criminal law works under the NDA gov-
ernment is frightening. At present,

m practically, all laws have been
weaponised — even GST laws;

m any police officer (that includes a
constable) can arrest with or without a

warrantany person againstwhom...area-
sonable suspicion exists that he has com-
mitted a cognizable offence;

m trial courts are loathe to grant bail
despite Justice Krishna Iyer’s dictum that
‘bail is the rule, jail is the exception’;

m High Courts do not grant bail at the
first hearing and, after letting the prose-
cution drag the matter on one pretext or
another, may grant bail after 60-90 days;

masaresultof thislamentable state of
affairs,scores of bail applications land up
in the Supreme Court every day and the
Supreme Court has become the Court of

first resort for claiming liberty; and

m the inclusion of the prime minister
in the Bill is laughable: no police officer
will dare to arrest the prime minister.

Stand steadfast

The I.N.D.I.A. bloc and the Trinamool
Congress can easily muster the numbers
to defeat the Bill. However, the NDA gov-
ernment is confident that it can find a
way to pass the Bill. It may have a trick up
its sleeve to win over some Opposition
parties or MPs in each House. Or it may
have a Machiavellian scheme to make
some Opposition MPs ‘disappear’, and
enable the government to pass the Bill. Or
ithas a strategm that is beyond my ken.

Thebattle cryhasbeen sounded by the
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prime minister and the home minister
and duly broadcast by the ‘yours obedi-
ently’ media. The Select Committee may
keep the issue alive (like the One-Nation-
One-Election JPC) until after the elections
to the state assemblies in Bihar (2025)
and Assam, Kerala, Tamil Nadu and West
Bengal (2026).

The Indian Express reported (August
22,2025) that, since 2014, 12 ministers
belonging to the Opposition parties were
held without bail, and many for several
months. According to another report, 25
political leaders with serious charges
against them have joined the BJP since
2014,and 23 of them have been exoner-
ated of the charges! As far as I can recall,
no BJP minister has been arrested
since 2014.

If the Bill is passed, India will join the
ranks of Belarus, Bangladesh, Cambodia,
Cameroon, Congo (DRC), Myanmar,
Nicaragua, Pakistan, Russia, Rwanda,
Uganda, Venezuela, Zambia and Zim-
babwe which routinely jail Opposition
leaders. If political parties that have
declared their opposition to the Bill stand
steadfast, the Constitution (130th
Amendment) Bill will fail. When the Bill is

re-introduced, it will be dead on arrival.

Unfinished, urgent business

what people should eat, drink, love and
wear. And on how they should worship.
It turns out now that we do not have the
luxury for a cultural revolution until we
get our basics right.

[ was brooding upon these gloomy
thoughts when I heard the Prime
Minister’s speechin Japanin which he in-
voked his old mantra ‘reform, perform,
transform’. Exactly right. If he had not for-
gotten this mantra for so very long, we
would have been in a stronger position
to face up to the big bully in the White
House. Reform, reform, reform should be
the new mantra. There is much to do.

In the opinion of your ever humble
columnist the most important reform
must be of our justice system. It is scan-
dalous that despite the grandiose assur-
ances of successive Chief Justices there
has never been a serious attempt to speed
up the bullock cart speed at which our
justice system works. Reformis not com-
plicated as I discovered from a lawyer
friend who is a member of the Law
Commission of India. Hitesh Jain spelled
out for me his 3-2-1 formula.’

“Three years to resolve all legacy cases
clogging our courts. Two years to ensure
that new cases are decided conclusively.
One year for disposal of appeals with
strict discipline and focused judicial man-
agement.” Something like this needs to
be done urgently because one reason

why itis so hard to do anythingin our an-
cient land is because the justice system
works so slowly it may as well not work
at all. Getting justice for even the most
heinous crimes not only takes too long, it
is unaffordable for the average Indian.

Side by side with judicial reform
should come reforms in our hopelessly
outdated and shambolic education sys-
tem. It produces graduates who end up
unemployed not because there are no
jobs but because their ‘education’ leaves
them barely literate, linguistically chal-
lenged and unemployable.

I am constantly running into young
people who cannot speak a word of
English despite having studied in ‘English
schools’. English is vital in today’s world
no matter what the RSS chief believes.

From the time that tariffs have been
weaponised by Donald Trump, our
Prime Minister has said in almost every
other speech that he will never betray
the interests of our farmers and fisher-
men. Great. But in the past 11 years,
there has been too little done to im-
prove the infrastructure that farmers
and fishermen need to be able to access
new markets. The farm bills were op-
posed by farmers but instead of finding
out what it is that farmers really need,
every attempt was made to make them
sound like traitors and terrorists.
Unwise because since then the subject

has remained taboo.

The Prime Minister told his audience
of Japanese businessmen that he has got
rid of hundreds of regulations to make it
easier to do business. What he seems not
to know is that the officials, high and low,
who run this country manage somehow
to delay things anyway by coming up
with some new rule or regulation. This
is without mentioning the corrupt prac-
tices they deploy to harass honest citi-
zens who do not wish to bribe them. Itis
on harassment they spend their energies
instead of on governance and all you
need to dois to drive around India to see
the consequences of this. It is not a happy
thing to admit but vast tracts of our
beloved Bharat Mata are now in such a
state of degradation and decay that I
sometimes feel that we have turned our
beautiful country into a gigantic slum.

My apologies for writing such a
gloomy piece this week but it is hard to
write a cheerful column when India has
been humiliated, bullied and threatened
by a man we thought was our friend.
Political pundits, wiser than me, predict
thatin the end itis the United States who
will pay for what Donald Trump has
done. But that time is not now. The only
way that India can continue to grow and
prosper despite the hostilities and hu-
miliation inflicted upon us is to reform
and reform. With a vengeance.
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Impossible to ask probe team on
Dharmasthala ‘murders’ to give

time-bound report, says K'taka HM

Bengaluru: Karnataka Home Minister G. Parameshwara on

Saturday stated that it is impossible to ask the Special

Investigation Team (SIT) to submit its report on the alleged

Dharmasthala mass murder case within a time-bound
framework. Speaking to reporters in Bengaluru,

HM Parameshwara said, "We have only asked the Special
Investigation Team (SIT) to expedite the probe into

the alleged Dharmasthala murder case. It is not possible to

ask them to submit a report within a fixed timeframe."
He added that it is currently unclear which direction

the investigation is heading. "If the investigation is
completed early, the report will be submitted accordingly.
Otherwise, the SIT will continue probing the case until
they reach a conclusion," he said. “These are not matters

where we can demand that the investigation be completed

in a certain manner or within a stipulated period. A
specific timeframe cannot be given in this case,”

HM Parameshwara emphasised. He reiterated that

the SIT has been asked to fast-track the investigation into
the case, but ultimately, the decisions lies with the
investigating team.

Gangrape accused shotinlegin
Karnataka's Belagavi

Belagavi: Karnataka police on Saturday shot a gang
rape accused in the leg when he tried to escape by
attacking policemen in Belagavi district of the state.
According to police, the incident has taken place in the
limits of Kittur police station. Ramesh Killar, is the
accused person who has been shot in the leg. Police

stated that Ramesh Killar is accused in a gang rape case,

a case of dacoity, one robbery and an arms case. Three

Non-Bailable Warrants (NBW) were executed against the

accused. Gathering information about the accused, the

Kittur police team had gone to arrest Ramesh Killar at 6

A.M. on Saturday.

TN launches ¥84-lakh project to
track Olive Ridley turtles

Chennai: The Tamil Nadu government has sanctioned
Rs 84 lakh for a two-year study to track the fine-scale
movements of Olive Ridley turtles along the State's
coastline, aiming to strengthen conservation measures
and reduce turtle mortality. The initiative, running from
2025 to 2027, will employ advanced telemetry
technology to monitor turtle behaviour, nesting patterns,
and their interactions with fishing activities. The move
comes after hundreds of Olive Ridley turtles were found
dead along the northern TN coast between December
2024 and March 2025, many suspected to have perished
after becoming entangled in fishing nets. According to a
Government Order issued by Supriya Sahu, Additional
Chief Secretary, Department of Environment, Climate
Change and Forests, 20 Olive Ridley turtles will be fitted
with satellite transmitters at key nesting sites, including
the Chennai coast and the Cauvery Delta.

Conspiracy toreplicate SIR
in TN will be defeated: CM

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Chennai, 30 August

sserting that any

conspiracy  to

replicate Special

ntensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls in Tamil
Nadu by the Election
Commission (EC) will be
defeated, Chief Minister and
ruling DMK president MK
Stalin on Saturday said the
state had the necessary
wherewithal to accomplish
that.

“Whatever mightbethe plan
of the EC, the SIR will not
succeed even in Bihar. As far
as Tamil Nadu is concerned
any attempt to impose such
an exercise it will be thwarted
and we have the wherewithal
to accomplish that,” the Chief
Minister told the media at the
Chennaiairportbeforeleaving
forhis European tour of Germany
and the United Kingdom.

Sharing what he saw and
observed in Bihar where he
teamed up with Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi, RJD leader
Tejaswi Yadav and CPI-ML
General Secretary Dipankar
Bhattacharya in the ongoing

L. e

Vote Adhikar Yatra, he said
the EC had awakened the
people and made them aware
of their vote. In his view, it has
become counterproductive.
Stalin, accompanied by his
sisterand DMK Deputy General
Secretary Kanimozhi, MP, had
joined the yatra, whichis getting
a massive response.
Responding to a question
on the recent opinion poll,
predicting a landslide for the
BJPif Lok Sabhaelections are
held now, Stalin was dismissive
of that and said the DMK-led
Secular Progressive Alliance
(SPA),comprising the Congress,
Left Parties, VCK, MDMK and
Muslim Parties and the

Tamizhaga Vazhvurimai Katchi,
will register aresounding victory
asin the past. The Chief Minister
declined to comment on
actor-turned neta Vijay’s claim
thatthe2026 assembly election
isadirect contest between his
Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam
(TVK) and the DMK. “No
comment,” was his response.
Vijay, attempting to position
himself as the alternative and
as the ideological heir of
Dravidian icons, Anna and
Periyar,hasbeen targeting the
DMK as the TVK’s primary
political enemy and the BJP
as the ideological enemy.

On reports of new parties
entering the DMK-led front,

Stalin said, “Whether new
parties are comingor not,new
voters are comingtothe DMK.
This is the truth.” There are
reports of the DMDK of late
actor Vijayakanth, led by his
wife Premalatha, as well as a
faction of the PMK joining the
DMK-led front. The DMDK
teaming up with the DMK
combine gained credence after
Premalatha called on Stalin
on his return from the Hospital
a fortnight ago.

The Chief Minister was
dismissive of the opposition
criticism of his foreign jaunts
to scout for investment. All
the MoUs entered into will
bear fruit with some having
set their shops already while
othersarein thefinal stages of
completion, he said adding
since he took over office in
2021, the state had signed 922
MoUs, attracting over Rs 10
lakh crore ensuringemployment
opportunities for 32.81 lakh
people. “Securing foreign
investment by making Tamil
Nadu a prime destination for
investments is to achieve the
target of making the state One
Trillion Dollar economy by
2030,” he said.

Birlastresses Centre-state
coordinationfor
SC/STempowerment

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Bhubaneswar, 30 August

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
on Saturday underlined that
coordinated efforts between
the Centre and States are
essential for the empowerment
of Scheduled Castes (SCs) and
Scheduled Tribes (STs).

Concluding the two-day
National Conference of
Chairpersons of Committees
on the Welfare of SCs and ST's
of Parliament and State
Legislatures here, Birla
announced that a “Bhubaneswar
Agenda 2025” will soon be
framed with actionable
recommendations for the
government.

The Speaker said that the
deliberations focused on
ideas, innovations, technology,
and best practices being
followed by state legislatures
and Parliament committees.
“All these suggestions will
be studied, and a
consensus-driven Bhubaneswar
Agenda 2025 will emerge to
further strengthen and
empower SCs and STs,” he
noted. It will be a roadmap
for an equitable and inclusive
society by 2047, he added.

Highlighting that every state
facesunique challenges, Birla
emphasized the need for
identifying common ground.
He pointed out that this was
the first such conference held
outside Delhi in 25 years.

Education and technology
are key drivers of future
empowerment of SC/ST youth,
he sadi while adding that
recommendations of committee
should be seen as constructive
guidance, not as criticism

Calling for synergy between
central and state governments,
the Speaker said, “Only through
such coordinated effort can
the true benefits of development
and progress reach marginalized
communities.” He also urged
State Assemblies to constitute
dedicated Committees on the
Welfare of SCs and STs to
ensure sustained attention
and accountability.

Birla stressed that the
overarching goal remains the
vision of Babasaheb
Ambedkar—an equitable,
just, and inclusive society.
He expressed confidence that
the Bhubaneswar Agenda
2025 will serve as a guiding
framework for future legislative
action.

Azhar tobe MLC as Conglookstfor BC candidateinJubilee Hills

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Hyderabad, 30 August

The Telangana Cabinet’sdecision
to nominate former cricketer
Mohammad Azharuddin as
MLC under the government’s
quota will ensure that chief
minister A Revanth Reddy has
a free hand to decide on his
owncandidatefortheupcoming
bypoll for the Jubilee Hills
constituency, deemed to be a
prestige fight. Azharuddin, who
lost from the same seat during
the Assembly electionsin2023,
had, on his own, announced
his candidature from Jubilee
Hills, but the chief minister

seemed reluctant torenominate
him once again. The Congress
isreportedly considering fielding
a BC candidate this time. The
state Cabinet today decided to
renominate Professor M
Kodandaram as MLC, along
with Azharuddin, under the
governor’s quota after the
Supreme Court struck down
his earlier nomination. Chief
minister Revanth Reddy had
his way in deciding the party
candidate for the Jubilee Hills
constituency, which will be a
prestige fight for the Congress
since the party had failed to
win a single seat in Hyderabad
inthe Assembly elections, 2023.

Thesuddendeath of BRSMLA
Maganti Gopinath led to the
bypoll,and the Congresshopes
to win it this time with a little
help from the AIMIM. The
Jubilee Hills constituencyincludes
upscale locations as well as
slums with a significant
percentage of Muslim minority
voters. Azharuddin failed tofind
any support because of his
absenceontheground. Although
hemadethecustomaryrounds
in Delhibut the High Command
did not yield this time.

Last time, the BRS had won
the seat even after Congress
fielded theformer Indian skipper
Mohd Azharuddin, as AIMIM,

which was then aligned with
the ruling BRS, had split the
minority vote by fielding a
candidate from the Muslim
community. The Congress might
field V Naveen Yadav as its
candidate, since heis a familiar
figure in the constituency and
had come close to winning the
seat in 2014 as an AIMIM
candidate. In 2023, hefiled his
nomination as anindependent
candidate,but waslater persuaded
to withdraw in favour of
Azharuddin. Instead of a straight
fight, itislikely tobeatriangular
fight, though thelarge percentage
of Muslim vote may turn out
to be adampener for the BJP.

OnedeadinKerala’s Kannurinsuspected bomb-makingincident

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Thiruvananthapuram,
30 August

One person was Killed in a
powerful explosion that took
place at a house at Keezhara
near Kannapuram in Kerala's
Kannur district.
Theexplosionthathappened

ataround 2 amon Saturday;has
completely destroyed the tile-
roofed house.

The intensity of the blast
was so powerful that it shook
the houses within the radius
of 500 meters. The shock waves
damaged many nearby houses,
breaking doors and leaving
cracksinwallsThe police suspect

that the blast occured during
the making of country bombs.
Thedeceased hasbeenidentified
as Muhammed Asham, a
native of Chalad in Kannur.
His body parts were found
scattered across the site The
police, the bomb squad,dog
squad and fireand rescue team
has reached the scene. It is not

known whether more persons
are trapped under the debris.
Heavy machinery was brought
to the site to clear the debris.
Thehouse belonged toaretired
teacher,Govindan ,was rented
out to one Anoop Malik.He
was earlier booked by policein
connection withabomb making
case
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Manushi to hitthescreens after
prolonged courtbattlechallenging | onam sadhya
CBECtermingitanti-national

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Chennai, 30 August

Successfully challenging the
Censor Board denying film
certification on the ground that
the Andrea Jeremiah-starrer
‘Manushi’ is anti-national and
directing 30 cuts, the filmis all
set to hit the screens shortly.
With Madras High Court
giving the green nod after
Justice N Anand Venkatesh
had a private screening of the
movie and exclaiming that it
‘masterfully explores the dark
underbelly of power’, the film
crew is readying it for release.
The Judge had ordered minor
modifications as against the
25 cuts and 12 modifications
mandated by the CBFC.
Claiming it as a victory for
freedom of expression to critique
society and the state, the film’s
director Gopi Nainar said:
“Manushiopensupaconversation
inorder toexpand thedemocratic
space and be conscious of the
failure of the state as well as
society in addressing the
structures of oppression. In a
country like India, it is not
enough to have legislations to
curtail casteist atrocities and
highhandedness of the
instruments of the state.
What is needed is

[ ]
LN

implementation.”

On why the CBFC had
perceived the film as anti-national,
hesaid “They see things through
the prism of Hindutva which
has set a framework which is
opposed to any violation of
ascribed identity and transgression
of ascribed location.Ithasbeen
the case for over 2000 years.
In the movie, the female lead
attempts at a democratic
conversation.”

The film is produced by
acclaimed national award
winning filmmaker Vetrimaran
he had approached the court
for the second time since the
CBEFC insisted on the 37 cuts.
The director Gopi Nainar, a
well known Dalit activist, rose
to fame with his first movie,
‘Aram’ in which the lead was
played by female superstar,

Nayanthara.

After watching the movie
on August 24,along with CBFC
officials, the Judge delivered
the verdict on Friday. In his
judgement, he wrote: “Manushi
isapoignant cinematicreflection
of how ordinary lives can be
torn apart when systematic
prejudices and State machinery
collidein moments of political
suspicion. Atits heart, the film
narrates the story of a humble
father and his young daughter,
whofind themselves ensnared
in a police dragnet because
they leased part of their modest
property tothree women, later
branded as extremists. What
begins as agesture of goodwill
spirals into a nightmare, as
layers of suspicion,ideological
bias and caste prejudice converge
against innocent lives.”

Kerala readies
for 26-dish

AGENCIES
Thiruvananthapuram,
30 August

When Onam arrives, Kerala
awakens not only in a riot of
flowers and festivities but also
intheirresistible aroma of the
Onam Sadhya -- the grand
vegetarian banquet spread on
a glossy green plantain leaf.

More than a meal, it is a
sensory experience that binds
heritage, flavour, and fellowship
into one unforgettable
celebration.
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Applications are invited under scheme of "One
Station One Product’ for setting up:
Total Thirtean (13) Stall at: Hazrat Nizamuddin, Dalhl, Delm Canil.,
Dethi Shahdara, Mearul City, Palwal, Panipal, Bahadurgarh,
Ghazlabad, Samalkha, Sonipal, Mearul Cantl & Gurgaon Rallway
slations,
Total Thirty Four (34) Trolley at: Badli, Baghpal Road, Ballabhgarh,
Baraul, Jakhal, Delhi Kishangunj, Fardabad, Jind, Dalhi Sarairohilla,
Fardabad Mew Town, Mansa, Deaband, Khataull, Khskra, Narswana,
MNanglol, Palam, Partapur, Noli, Marela, Sakoll Tanda, Tapr, Okhia,
Tohana, Shakurbasti, Shamll, Tughlakabad, Julana, Sampla,
Modinagar, Muradnagar, Shilviibridge, Tilakbridge, Dalhi Safadargun)
Ruilway Stations.
The penod for setling up of stall at Kurukshaira, Subzi Mandi, Palwal,
Gurgeon & Mesrul Cantl. Stetions per spall will be B0 days
Tha pariod for satting up of Trodley al stations manticnsd in (B ) above
will bis 30 days per spall
Registration fes for NSG 1, 2, 3 & 4 stations will be charged £ rate of
Ra. 2000 for sach spall of thiry dovs and for NSG 8§ (Dalhi Kishangan|,
Decband, Badli, Okhla, Shamill, Taprl, Jind, Jakhal, Tehana, Mansa,
Narwana, Baghpet Rond, Khekrn, Nanglol, Muradnagar, Khatauli,
Mesarul Cantl, Julana, Sampla, Shiva)l Bridge, Tilak Bridga & Dalii
Saldarjung) & NSG 8 (Parlapur & Sakoll Tanda ) registration fes will ba
charged £ rate of Rs, 1000 for each spell of thirty days
The following are the aligibity criterla for paricipant viz
f} Holder of Artisana™Weaver ID card Issued by Davelopment
Commissioned Handicrall, Develepmanl Commissionar
Handloom, or by the reguisite state/Central Governmeant Authority
individual artisans’weavers/craftsmen enrollediregisterad with
Tribal Cooperaiiva Marketing Developmant Federation of India
Limited (TRIFED yNational Handloom Development Corporation
(NHDC iKhadi/ Viilags Industries Commission (KVIC) associated
with Social Organizations, State Govl. bodies and associated with
regsstered micro enterprises on the Lkdyam Porial of the Memnistry of
MSME and NGOs eto.
Sell Halp Groups registered with PMEGP (Prime Minister's
Employment Genaralion Programmaa ).
i} Marginalized orweaker sections of society,
I} Woseparate logo shall be allowed.
The applicant will have to submit an wndereking to the Siation
Superintendent indicating that no activity would be undertaken to
adversely affect the train operations, passenger safely and image of
the Railways
Applications should be addressed and can be submitted to Station
Superintendant al station by the applicant il 15:00 hrs of 08.09.2025,
which will be opened on sama day.
Station Supenntendent will make prorty rester of all approved
pariicipants and priority will be established through a draw of lots
conducted at the atation in the presence of all approved applicants by
tha Station Manager/Sectional CMI and nominated Finance
representative
The One Station One Product schome shall be govemed by Railway
Board's Commancial Cirewdar No. 12 of 2022 and 09 of 2023
respoctively available at website: www. indianrallways.govin & URL
httpesi/ffindianrallways ., gov.in/
rallwayboard/uploads/directorate/tratfic
comm/Comm_LCir_2022/ Q80P %20Pollcy.pdl &
hitps //indianrallways.gov.in/rallwayboard/uploads/
direcicratedrafic_commComim_Cir 202300 C%20%2000% 20002020
23.pdl For any queries applicant may contact Station Suparintendent
or CM| of tha respaciive stations 262412025
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Zelenskyy seeks Trump, EU talks
on stalled Russia peace efforts

Kyiv: Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said
Friday that Ukrainian officials want to meet with US
President Donald Trump and European leaders next week
to discuss recent developments in efforts to end the
three-year war with Russia.

The proposed meetings appeared designed to add
momentum to the push for peace, as Zelenskyy expressed
frustration with what he called Russia’s lack of constructive
engagement in the process while it continues to launch
devastating aerial attacks on civilian areas.

Trump has bristled at Russian leader Vladimir Putin’s
stalling on an US proposal for direct peace talks with
Zelenskyy, and said a week ago he expected to decide on
next steps in two weeks if direct talks aren’t scheduled.

Trump complained last month that Putin “ talks nice and
then he bombs everybody.” But he has also chided Ukraine
for its attacks.

At an emergency meeting of the U.N. Security Council on
Friday, the United States warned Russia to move toward
peace and meet with Ukraine or face possible sanctions.

Turkey shuts airspace, restricts
trade with Israel over Gaza war

Istanbul: Turkey announced Friday it was closing its
airspace to Israeli government planes and any cargo of arms
for the Israeli military while closing its ports to maritime
trade between third countries and Israel.

The announcement by Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan
came on top of a ban on direct trade between Turkey and
Israel announced in May of 2024.

“We have completely cut off our trade with Israel. We have
closed our ports to Israeli ships,” Fidan told a special
parliamentary debate on Gaza in Ankara. “We do not allow
container ships carrying weapons and ammunition to Israel
to enter our ports, nor do we allow aircraft to enter our
airspace.”

Ankara has been a harsh critic of Israeli attacks on Gaza,
with President Recep Tayyip Erdogan repeatedly referring
to Israel’s actions as genocide and likening Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu to Hitler.

WHO warns of worsening cholera
outbreaks, urges swift action

Geneva: The World Health
Organisation (WHO) has
reported that cholera outbreaks,
driven by conflict and poverty,
are worsening across multiple
countries and pose a significant
global public health challenge.

The latest Disease Outbreak
News said that 409,000 cholera
cases and 4,738 deaths were
reported across 31 countries
between 1 January and 17
August 2025, with six countries reporting case fatality rate
exceeding 1 per cent.

According to the data, the Eastern Mediterranean Region
registered the highest number of cases, while the African
Region reported the most deaths.

The report warns that conflict, mass displacement,
natural disasters, and climate change are driving the spread
of cholera, particularly in rural and flood-affected areas
with weak infrastructure and limited healthcare access.
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Indonesia: Protesters burnlegislature, 2 dead

AGENCIES
Jakarta, 30 August

nangry mob set fire

toalocal parliament

building in an

Indonesian
provincial capital, leaving at
least three people dead and
five others hospitalised, officials
said.

Theblaze in Makassar, the
capital city of South Sulawesi
province, began late Friday.
Television reports showed
the provincial council building
ablaze overnight, causing the
area to turn an eerie orange
color.

Rescuers retrieved three
bodies by Saturday morning,
while five people were
hospitalized with burns or
with broken bones after
jumping from the building,
said Fadli Tahar,alocal disaster
official.

Protesters in West Java’s
Bandung city also set aregional

Protesters walk by as the local parliament building is engulfed
in flames during a protest following the death of a delivery
rider in clashes between riot police and students protesting
against lawmakers' allowances in Makassar, South Sulawesi,
Indonesia, on Friday. acencies

parliament ablaze on Friday,
but no casualties were reported.
In Surabaya, Indonesia’s
second-largest city, protesters
stormed the regional police
headquarters after destroying
fences and torching vehicles.
Security forces fired tear gas
and used water cannons, but

demonstrators fought back
with fireworks and wooden
clubs.

Foreign embassies in Jakarta,
including the US, Australia
and Southeast Asian countries,
have advised their citizens
in Indonesia to avoid
demonstration areas or large

public gatherings.

Calm largely returned to
Indonesia ‘s capital on Saturday
as authorities cleaned up
burned-out cars, police offices
and bus shelters that were
set ablaze by angry protesters.

Five days of protests began
inJakartaon Monday, sparked
by reports that all 580 lawmakers
receive a monthly housing
allowance of 50 million rupiah
($3,075) in addition to their
salaries. The allowance,
introduced last year, is almost
10 times the Jakarta minimum
wage.

Critics argue the new
allowance is not only excessive
but also insensitive at a time
when most people are grappling
with soaring living costs and
taxes and rising unemployment.

The protests grew wider
and more violent following
the death of 21-year-old
ride-hailing driver Affan
Kurniawan. A video on social
media apparently showing

his death during a rally in
the capital Jakarta on Thursday
shocked the nation and spurred
anoutcry against the security
forces.

Kurniawan was reportedly
completing a food delivery
order when he was caught in
the clash. Witnesses told local
television that the armored
car from the National Police’s
Mobile Brigade unit suddenly
sped through the crowd of
demonstrators and hit
Kurniawan, causing him to
fall. Instead of stopping, the
car ran over him.

On Saturday, hundreds of
ride-hailing drivers and students
in Bali staged a solidarity
demonstration over Kurniawan's
deathin arare protest on the
touristisland. They called for
police reform and the release
of those arrested during the
protests.

Protesters marched toBali’s
regional police headquarters
and riot police fired rounds

of tear gas at them to push
back those who tried toreach
the heavily guarded compound.
Protesters responded by
throwing rocks, bottles and
flares.

Clashes between riot police
and protesters erupted in
multiple cities across Indonesia
on Friday, including in Medan,
Solo, Yogyakarta, Magelang,
Malang, Bengkulu, Pekanbaru
and Manokwari in easternmost
Papua region.

Some 950 people were
arrested in rallies in Jakarta
alone by Thursday, according
to the National Commission
on Human Rights, or Komnas
HAM.

Authorities said about 25
officers were hospitalised
with serious injuries after
being attacked by protesters
inJakarta. The Komnas HAM
believed that the number of
injured people on the
community side is much
bigger.

Israeltocut humanitarian
aidtonorthern Gaza
asitexpandsoffensive

AGENCIES
Jerusalem, 30 August

Israel will soon slow or halt
humanitarian aid into parts
of northern Gaza asit expands
its offensive attempting to
cripple Hamas, an official
said on Saturday.

The official who spoke on
condition of anonymity, told
agencies that Israel will stop
airdrops over Gaza City in
the coming days and reduce
the arrival of aid trucks into
the northern part of the strip
as it prepares to evacuate
hundreds of thousands of
residents south.

Israel on Friday declared
Gaza City a combat zone,
callingita Hamas stronghold
and alleging that a network
of tunnels remains in use
despite several previous
large-scale raids on the area
throughout the nearly
23-month-long war.

The shift comes weeks
after Israel first announced
plans to widen its offensive
in the city, where hundreds

of thousands are sheltering
while enduring famine. In
recent days, the military has
ramped up strikes on the
city’s outskirts. Agencies
video footage overnight Friday
showed several large explosions
across Gaza.

The military’s announcement
to resume fighting came as
thedeath tollin Gazaroseto
more than 63,000 people.
On Saturday, four people
were killed by Israeli gunfire
while trying to get aid in
central Gaza, according to
health officials at Awda
hospital, were the bodies
were brought. It was unclear
when the pause in aid would
begin and when the airdrops
would fully stop. By Saturday
there had been no airdrops
for several days across Gaza,
abreak from the almost daily
drops for the past few weeks.

Israel'sarmy didn’t respond
to a request for comment
about the airdrops or how it
would provide aid to
Palestinians as Israel ramped
up its offensive.

USappealscourtrules Trump tariffsillegal

AGENCIES
Washington, 30 August

Afederal appeals court ruled
Friday that US President
Donald Trump had no legal
right to impose sweeping
tariffs on almost every country
on earth but left in place for
now his effort to build a
protectionist wall around the
American economy.

The ruling from the US
Court of Appeals for the
Federal Circuit found Trump
overstepped his authority
under an emergency powers
law, a major legal blow that
largely upheld a May decision
by a specialised federal trade
court in New York.

“It seems unlikely that
Congress intended to grant

the President unlimited
authority to impose tariffs,”
the judges wrote in a 7-4
ruling.

But they did not strike
down the tariffs immediately,
allowing his administration
until mid-October to appeal

to the Supreme Court.

The president vowed to
do just that. “If allowed to
stand, this Decision would
literally destroy the United
States of America,” Trump
wrote on his social media
platform.

White House spokesman
Kush Desai said Trump had
acted lawfully, and “we look
forward to ultimate victory
on this matter.”

An attorney for small
businesses affected by the
tariffs, meanwhile, said the
ruling shows Trump doesn’t
have unlimited power to
impose tariffs on his own.

“This decision protects
American businesses and
consumers from the uncertainty
and harm caused by these
unlawful tariffs,” said Jeffrey
Schwab, director of litigation
at the Liberty Justice Centre.

Still, it remains unclear
whether businesses will see
any effects from the decision,
said National Foreign Trade
Council President Jake Colvin.

Taiwan Opposes China’s ‘Victory Day’ parade

ASHOKTUTEJA
Taipei, 30 August

Taiwan has expressed its
serious concern over China’s
plan to hold a “Victory Day”
parade in Beijing next week
and has appealed to all nations
torefrain from attending such
events in the greater interest
of peace in the Taiwan Strait.

“China is organising a
large-scale military paradein
September. These kinds of
parades heighten tension in
the region. We are appealing
toall countries that have been
invited to reconsider any
decision toattendit,” Mainland
Affairs Council (MAC) Deputy

Minister Shen Yu-chung told
visiting journalists from
Indo-Pacific nations.

He said China invariably
makes it a point to use such
events to demonstrate its
military power toits immediate
neighbours.” They (China)

have the ability to annex
Taiwan. But we are also
strengthening our defence
forces and have been steadily
increasing our defence budget,”
he added.

The Taiwanese minister’s
statement came in the wake

of reports that Russian President
Vladimir Putin, Iranian President
Masoud Pezeshkian, Pakistan
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
and several other leaders would
attend the September parade,
marking the end of World War
Two after Japan’s formal
surrender.

Mr Shen said major world
powers and democratic countries
should issue a stern warning
to China that there would be
economic sanctions against
itifit were touse force against
Taiwan. China must be made
to pay a heavy price if it were
to threaten or use force against
Taiwan or its other neighours,
he added.
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HOSPITALS

s AIIMS 265EE500, 26588900
= Maoolchand Medcity (formerly
Hospital) 42000000 & 24-hour
Chesmils Shap 42000447
#Widyasagar Institute for Men-
tal Health end Newro-5¢lences
26324300, 269249304

#Batra Hospital & Medical
Research Centre 290512 80,
JO858747

s Deen Dayal Upadbyoy
25486320, 35454407

#Guru Tegh Bakadur

54959, SET6TAT

22586263, 115R5007

RAILWAY INQUIRY

General Inguiry 139
o Tall Frepe Mos, 1800112511
& 55 Inquiry Maos, 57886,

ROADWAYS INQUIRY

#|5AT (Gangeal Ingulry)
138GAA3G, 23865181

* Haryana Rosdways ZABG1363
& Himachal Roadwayy
23717473, 23325320

23860616

# Hagasthan Roadways
23864470

=P Roadways JIBGETE

FLIGHT INQLIRY

Heservathon 1B001801407

tre 09910383838,
18001803438, Reservation

® funjab Roadways 23BETEAL,

A1 INCIA Flight Inguiry and

S INDIGLY AVRLINES Mima Dielbil
ity Otfoce 43513185, Call Can-

A43513186; indigo Arlinas &

port 011-25671580; Terminal -
B 25671576, Palam Road
25671579, 18001803333

» JET AIRWAYS Flight Inguiry
and Reservation 35841111

= ERAIRATES Flight Imguiry and
Reservation 33773377

» Air Canada Flight inguiry
2565642 125656431 Reserva
tion 41518181

# Alr France Flight Inquiry and
Resrvation 23366263 |City|
4565220 [Airport]

o Muwart Alrways FREhT Inguiry
and Reservation 23354373
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100 Years of Chequered History

RSS, born in 1925, will turn centenarian next month. It has been a roller-coaster ride for this apolitical
organisation—from facing bans and leaders behind bars to being embroiled in controversies to emerging as a
premier social organisation. RSS has seen it all but remains steadfast in its commitment to nation-building

RSS: The torchbearer of
cultural nationalism

RSS has endured enough but is as committed to its goal of national service as ever

The history of RSS reveals one
interesting aspect. It has always
been surrounded by challenges
since its inception, and they
have been both the cause and
effect of its moral and physical
strength. Dr Hedgewar founded
it in 1925 with a sole vision to
uplift the nation from the mis-

gressive ideas in its thou-
sands of years India’s history
and to remake the nation on
its own foundation. In brief, it
is a revivalist quest for redefin-
ing “who are we?” It was the
longest way to regain our
identity, but the only way,
so for the RSS, it was the

eries of ideas, an unevolved
national character, fractured
social life, and above all, the
state of amnesia of its own glo-
rious life in its thousands of years
of history. This is known as a task
of nation-building. Dr Hedgewar made it a
futuristic movement. This is a reason there has
not been any moment in its 100-year history
to take pause to feel it has accomplished its
task. RSS visualises India as a nation based on
organic civilisational ideas and legacies and
believes India has a world mission, re-human-
ising humanity to achieve an ideal of the world
as family, which is expressed as “Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam”

Mohan Bhagwat, in his Vigyan Bhawan
speech, unfolded this futuristic agenda of RSS
to reach out to people of the world and present
RSS as an imitable example before them. This
is an indication that cultural nationalism, as
explained by him, is not at all envious and
doesn’t cause binary either inside or outside
India. The series of lectures had twin purpos-
es. First, it was intended not to celebrate but
to present before the nation a social audit of
its hundred years.

He aptly said that the biggest voluntary
organisation in the world, RSS, has faced
unbridled criticisms. He cautioned the critics
that their criticisms were like corrupted coins
that lose their monetary value. Seventy-five
years ago, a senior Congressman , A G Kher,
local self minister in the United Provinces, in
his article, “Admit RSS in Congress fold”,
in the English daily Mahratta on 18
November 1949, said, “repeating
the same allegations again and
again against the RSS does not serve
any purpose.”

The criticisms against it by left lib-
erals and Nehruvians were not
without motive. They were mental-
ly hegemonised by the West and
subordinated themselves to their
ideas. For them, any quest for orig-
inality means feuds, confrontations,
rigorous intellectualism, and
activism. They realised its futility for
their mental and physical com-
forts. RSS negated it. It
made its mission to
explore its philosophy,
cultural ethos, pro-

RAKESH SINHA

Former MP, Rajya Sabha
and RSS ideologue

shortest way. This gave it the
stamina to bear unfounded
criticisms and unwarranted
repression. Bhagawat remind-
ed the historical events in
the life history of the RSS in
these terms. In fact, ideological adversaries
who controlled the state power made arduous
efforts to declare the RSS as a legitimate entity
that was against secular democracy and the
idea of India. Bhagawat was right, the RSS
crossed that stage, and now it is being heard
both in India and outside with an emotional
bond with it, expectations from it, and also
curiosity about it.

No leader, whether social or political organ-
isation, had ever spoken before the people and
addressed all types of critiques about himself
and his organisation. They enjoy super celebri-
ty status. RSS presents an exceptional example.
Bhagawat explained it, “l am at the disposal
of the organisation. Even at the age of 80, the
Sangh can ask me to run a shake, and even a
Swyamsevak at the age of 35 can be asked to
sit in the office.”

Itis not a simple statement. It carries the basic
characteristic of the Sangh, where individual-
ism has no place. The hierarchies in the organ-
isation are based on not position or power but
responsibilities and ethics. It is difficult to realise,
he said, “unless you come to see the real hap-
penings inside the organisation.” This shows
with millions of swyamsevaks, RSS still carries
the ambition to expand to those who could not

reach its basket. It is not a numerical target.
In his speech, he articulated RSS’s perspec-
tives on the great social transformation.
The most important among them, he
argued, was to create a new con-
sciousness of casteless and classless
feelings among the people.

Therefore, expansion means cre-
ating a new wave. Marx preached
struggle to end Inequality. RSS
addresses the problem by creating
social sensitivity. That is a reason
he appealed to the people to
take their children to
localities where
the poor live
and see their

miseries.
CONTINUED
ON >> PII

RSS and the Long
Shadow of “Vote Chort’

How Hindutva’s founders learned from Hitler & Mussolini

Over the past weeks,
Rahul Gandhi has alleged
large-scale manipulation
of voter lists and patterns,
pointing to Mahadevapura
in Bengaluru as a case
study; the Election
Commission has demand-
ed a formal declaration,

ing “absolute

authority,” cadre
drilled to obey
without question,
and an avowed
leader-principle mir-
roring Hitler’s
Fihrerprinzip
(Supreme Leader).

shifting the burden on the
accuser. That's a move
that is designed to shield
the game-riggers. And in a
move aimed at chilling
protest, opposition leaders were briefly detained
during a march to the Commission in Delhi on
August 11. These are not stray incidents. They land
on a terrain poisoned decades ago — an ideol-
ogy that insists dissenters and “outsiders”
survive here only on fragile sufferance, exposed
to rejection at any moment, treated not as cit-
izens but as tenants on probation.

I say this because MS Golwalkar, the RSS’s key
ideologue, wrote the exclusion into doctrine
itself. In his 1939 book We or Our Nationhood
Defined, he decreed that “foreign races in
Hindusthan must either adopt the Hindu culture
and language, must learn to respect and hold
in reverence Hindu religion, must entertain no
idea but those of the glorification of the Hindu
race and culture, or may stay in the country,
wholly subordinated to the Hindu nation, claim-
ing nothing, deserving no privileges, far less any
preferential treatment not even citizen’s rights”.

This is not theory — it is humiliation

scripted into the very idea of nationhood
He went so far as to hold up Nazi Germany as a
teacher, praising its “purging” of Jews as an act
of “race pride”: “To keep up the purity of the race
and its culture, Germany shocked the world by
purging the country of the Semitic race, the Jews.
Race pride at its highest has been manifested
here. Germany has also shown how well-nigh
impossible itis for races and cultures, having dif-
ferences going to the root, to be assimilated into
one united whole, a good lesson for us in
Hindusthan to learn and profit by”.

This isn’t cultural pride; it is a cold architec-
ture of exclusion, a blueprint forabandonment
and subjugation. His doctrine exposes all Indians
who practice ‘a foreign faith’ to a brutal ultima-
tum: merge into the “national race” or exist at
its mercy, fragile, unwanted, and always at risk
of erasure.

Crucially, Golwalkar’s admiration for Nazi
Germany went beyond race — it stretched into
the realm of rule itself. He derided democracy
as a Western weakness and praised dictatorship
to enforce uniformity and suppress dissent, pre-
cisely the logic of Mussolini and Hitler. The RSS
absorbed that poison structurally: A rigid hier-
archy with the Sarsanghchalak wield-

PAWAN KHERA

Chairman, Media and Publicity
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This is where “only
we should rule” stops
sounding like rhetoric
and hardens into an
operating procedure
- @ manual for domination.

What was once a chilling dream

of domination now reads as

cold instruction: silence dissent, erase plural-
ism, replace democracy with submission.

Hindutva thinkers have consistently
endorsed an anti-democratic order. Historian
Marzia Casolari in In the Shadow of the
Swastika, exposes what they admired most:
the militarisation of society and the suffoca-
tion of dissent.

To them, the anti-democratic system was not
awarning but a promise, a seductive alterna-
tive to democracy. She notes the chilling par-
allels with European fascism: Secretive oper-
ations, rigid hierarchies, and the demand for
unwavering loyalty. It is a portrait not of
strength but of obsession, intimida-
tion and control.

Casolari goes further: by 1938, Nazi
Germany had become the chief point
of reference for the Hindu
Mahasabha, under Savarkar’s
presidency. Germany’s rabid racial
policies were studied as a “model”
for solving India’s so-called ‘Muslim
problem’. What followed was an
organisation steeped in secrecy and
blind obedience to a supreme
leader. In this frame, the bending of
institutions is not a slip or excess —
it is the method, coldly calculated
and merciless. And this is the figure
arendra Modi calls his inspiration.

In his 2008 book
Jyotipunj, Modi dedicat-
ed the longest chapter to
Golwalkar — “Pujniya
Shri Guruji”, as he rever-
ently addresses him.
Time and again, Modi
has praised Golwalkar’s
“values” and claimed his
“legacy” guides his
service to the nation.

CONTINUED

ON >> PII

Chronology of Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh

M S Golwalkar
1940-1973

Madhukar
Dattatraya Deoras
1973-1994

1925 - RSS IS BORN
1930 - EARLY GROWTH
® Expansion in Maharashtra and parts of Central India.
= Emphasis on character-building, discipline, and Hindu
identity.
m Developed Sanghchalaks (leaders) system to guide local
units.
1940 - WORLD WAR Il & QUIT INDIA MOVEMENT:
RSS initially supported British during WWII to
oppose Axis powers, later aligned with Indian
nationalist sentiments.
1942-1947: Played humanitarian roles during
riots and refugee crises amid Partition.
1947-48: RSS members were accused of
involvement in Mahatma Gandhi’s assassination;
the organisation was briefly banned but reinstated
after government inquiries.

1950 - CONSOLIDATION AND SOCIAL OUTREACH
= Moved focus to nation-building and social service.

® Expanded shakhas across India.

m Began fostering allied organizations which later formed
the Sangh Parivar, a family of socio-political and cultural
groups (like VHP, ABVP).

1960 - EXPANSION AND POLITICAL INFLUENCE

®m Began active engagement in cultural and educational
initiatives.

= Played behind-the-scenes roles in shaping discourse on
Hindu identity and national integration.

1970 - EMERGENCY ERA

m RSS opposed Indira Gandhi's Emergency (1975-77); many
activists jailed.

m Strengthened ties with political entities, notably the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), which emerged from
earlier Jana Sangh roots.

1980 - POLITICAL PRESENCE
® Influenced the rise of BJP as a national political party.

® |nvolved indirectly in Ayodhya movement, promoting
Ram Janmabhoomi campaign, which became a significant
socio-political issue.

® Expanded youth and student wings, such as ABVP (Akhil
Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad), to cultivate leadership.

1990 - NATIONAL VISIBILITY: Consolidated influence
through sangh-affiliated organisations, including trade,
educational, and religious institutions.

2000 - SOCIAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL ENGAGEMENT:
Promoted Swadeshi culture, youth training, and Hindu
societal values.

2010 - POLITICAL ALIGNMENT AND EXPANSION: RSS
influence became more visible in national policy through
BJP governments (2014 onwards).

2020 - CENTENNIAL ERA: Maintains influence through Sangh
Parivar organisations in education, health & politics.
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Gulzar’s Aandhi: Film that rocked

Power Corridor 50 years ago

SOMEN SENGUPTA

A film with strong political message
often earns ruler’s wrath but 50 years
ago the film Aandhidirected by Gulzar
released on 14th February 1975 with a
storyline of an emotionally devastated
female politician was banned after 22
weeks of it’s successful running by a
Government only on the basis of a base-
less surmise that it has directly por-
trayed the Prime Minister of the
country.

Gulzar the exceptional poet, lyricist
and film maker had his cultural orien-
tation in a school of cinema and liter-
ature which was dominated by Bengal
and Bengalis. He had his initial grown
up days in Bombay under the shadow
of Bimal Roy, Rishikesh Mukherjee, SD
Burman, Hemant Kumar, Asit Sen,
Kishore Kumar and Sachin Bhowmik .
He befriended with RD Burman and
Rakhi Biswas who later became part of
his life. All these Bengal connections
dragged him closer to Bengali cinema
and he from early 1950s he was
engrossed with the magic spell of
Suchitra Sen the prima donna of
Bengal’s silver screen. Gulzar always
nursed a dream in his heart to work
with Sen and once he rushed to her
Calcutta home to read a script.

Sadly Gulzar did not like Suchitra’s
dominating attitude in script
reading session and left Calcutta
by aborting the project.

Years later Gulzar again
approached Suchitra and this
time with an exceptional story
never seen before on Indian silver
screen. Gulzar wrote the story line
and famous Hindi author
Kamaleshwar developed the same

Sereening Of ‘Aandhi’

Banned

NEW DELHI, July 11.~The Go-
vernment of Indla has banned the
exhibition
(Hindi),
months with immediate effect, ac-
cording to an official Press re-
lease, says PTL

Aandhi
two

ot the film,
for a period of

into a script with additional dia-

—_—

logues added by Gulzar himself.
This time Suchitra was excited to work
with Gulzar and Sanjiv Kumar was
eying to work with Suchitra Sen.

The story of Aandhi was exception-
al. It talks about the pain and internal
conflict of a lady politician whose life
is challenged between domestic course
and political career.

This is surprising that by early 1970s
India had a lady Prime Minister ruling
the country with extra ordinary dom-
inance and iron grip since 1966. Even
before states like UP and Orissa had
lady chief ministers viz Sucheta Kripalini
and Nandini Sathpathy respectively.
India had Vijay Laxmi Pandit as one of
her top diplomat serving in US and
Russia.

It had Padmaja Naidu as Governor of
Bengal. Still no one ever thought to
capture the emotional tumult of a
lady politician in public life.

Story of the film shown how a daugh-
ter of an ambitious politician indulged
herself in the game of power by sacri-
ficing her happy family leaving behind
his ordinary husband whom she
married against the wish of her pow-
erful politician father. The film shown
her in an unusual act of smoking and
boozing in private something unthink-
able for a lady politician in the decade
of 1970’s India. In film she accidental-
ly met her husband and broken emo-
tionally. She repents of losing a normal
life of housewife but regains enough
strength to go back to the corridor of
power. Needless to say that one who
knows the personal and political life of
Indira will find enough reasons to
watch the movie vividly for so much of
similarities with screen and real life.

Plus in the film the character played
by Suchitra was shaped up almost near
resemblance of Indira of that time. Her
partial white hairlines, big dark glasses,
full sleeves blouse and few more phys-
ical signatures were injected in
Suchitra’s screen appearance.

Above all the movie hit the theatre
in such a time when India was slowly

coming out of Indira
Gandhi’s overrated larger
than life image and many
conducts of her son and
herself were slowly ensur-
ing her impending decline.

Aandhi won a rave
reviews in most of the film
journals and newspapers.

The Times of India on 16th
February 1975 wrote :
Arti played by Suchitra
Sen had faint smile, the
quizzical look, the confi-
dent air, the high pressure
reticence, the tightly veiled
sadness, something that could be said
about Indira Gandhi.

Needless to say people started
finding Indira in Aarti. In south India the
film was campaigned with a punch line
that reads “Watch your Prime Minister
on Screen”. The film rocked both the
box office and political circuit of that
time. It was return of Suchitra Sen to
Hindi cinema after Mamta a big hit she
delivered in 1966. This was enough to
create a buzz in Bombay. Secondly
Gulzar exploited best outdoor locations
of Kashmir in this film.

He shot a songs in the archaeologi-
cal ruins of Martand Sun temple of
Anantanag a location largely unseen
and unexplored in Hindi cinema. The
film has only one female character and
that was the central one. Rahul Dev
Burman scored one of his career best
tune for the film and recorded three
immortal duet songs of Kishore Kumar
and Lata Mangeshkar all picturized in
breath taking panoramic valley and
Mughal gardens of Kashmir with the
background of snow-capped moun-
tains. The songs of “Aandhi” are still one
of the top downloaded songs in inter-
net. From 1974 onwards the law of India
was slowly becoming law of Sanjay
Gandhi the unofficial powerhouse of
India Gandhi’s eco system. With the
imposition of emergency in June 1975

Sanjay’s extra constitutional conducts
started crossing all democratic
decorum and he simply over grown
beyond the control of his mother who
as her biographer Kathrine Frank
started fearing him for all kind of
abuses. Hindi cinema became a soft
target of Sanjay’s brutal aggression of
running a system. From banning
Kishore Kumar from All India Radio to
burning the reels of the movie “ Kissa
Kursi Ka “directed by Amrit Nahata.
Indira too was not known for her
kindness towards anyone who dared
to mock her in any artistic form.

Many cartoonists and newspaper
editors often used to get cold threat
from her office if she was ridiculed in
any political cartoons. Her nature in this
was just opposite of her father Nehru
who used to appreciate political car-
toons drawn on him.

Indira herself did not watch the
movie but knowing the character Arti
donning her shadow on screen she
instructed IK Gujral former I& B minis-
ter under whom the movie passed the
censor. Gujral watched the movie and
assured Indira that there was nothing
objectionable in it.

By the time emergency was declared
Gujral was replaced by Vidya Charan
Shukla the very “yes man” of Sanjay as
1 & B minister.

Sanjay was hell bent to
crash the movie and by that
time Indira had very little
control over him. Thanks to his
near equal power to mobilise
decision Sanjay influenced
Indira and the movie was
banned on 11th July 1975 just
within 16 days of emergency
was announced.

A newspaper report said
that the movie is banned for
two months with immediate
effect. Gulzar was in Moscow
where he got the news.
Suchitra was also very upset.
By that time the film was
doing fair to moderate busi-

ness across India. It’s songs in disc
was selling like hot cakes.

Till date it is not clear why
Government banned the film but
there is no doubt that the ban was
a culmination of Sanjay’s person-
al wrath and anger on the presen-
tation of the central character and
the story. Gulzar never said that
his film is based on Indira Gandhi.

He always maintained that he
wanted to show the hardship of
a lady politician in Indian politi-
cal arena. He in his memoir has
written that he developed the
story and script in a room of
Delhi’s Akbar hotel and picked the
name JK the character played by
Sanjeev Kumar from there. Even
Kamaleshwar also said that the film is
not a shadow biography of Indira but
the character Aarti has little resem-
blance of Gayatri Devi of Jaipur.

In 1976 it got seven nominations in
23rd Film Fare award and won two out
of that. Though it was nominated in
almost all categories RD Burman was
not nominated for best music director.
Both Sanjeev Kumar and Suchitra Sen
were nominated for best actor and
actress but only Sanjeev Kumar was
given award.

The ban on Aandhi was finally with-
drawn in 1977 when Indira was thrown
out of power and Janata Party formed
first ever non-Congress Government of
India. The ban was lifted with a special
premierin television ensuring to make
the film reach as much as possible.
Be it an exceptional story, enigmatic
screen presence of Suchitra Sen, unfor-
gettable music created by RD Burman,
Gulzar, Kishore Kumar, Lata and being
the a surprising victim of an obnoxious
political arrogance of a tyrannical
system Aandhi the film 50
ears afterit’srelease isnowa heritage
of Indian cinema.

FROM AGENDA COVER

(Somen Sengupta writes on
films and entertainment)

TheWeaving Threads

The discerning Indian consumer seeks individuality, and
convenience, driving demand for specialised offerings

RACHNA TIWARI

The Indian fashion industry, always a
vibrant tapestry of tradition and moder-
nity, is currently witnessing a fascinating
evolution. While “big sizes” and “sustain-
ability” have undeniably emerged as sig-
nificant growth areas, with brands like
DressBerry Curve, Sassafras Curve, and
Kalki Fashion leading the charge in
inclusive sizing, and sustainable pioneers
like Doodlage, No Nasties, and The
Summer House championing eco-con-
scious practices, a deeper dive reveals an
exciting array of new niches that are
redefining how we dress and consume.

For aspiring fashion entrepreneurs,
this is a golden age of opportunity. The
discerning Indian consumer is no longer
a monolith; they seek individuality,
purpose, and convenience, driving
demand for specialised offerings.
Here are some of the most promising
new avenues:

Adaptive Clothing: Fashion for
Every Body and Ability

This is a niche born of necessity and
evolving into a powerful statement of
inclusivity. Adaptive clothing, designed
for individuals with disabilities, chronic
conditions, or specific mobility needs, is
gaining traction. Imagine garments with
magnetic closures instead of buttons,
seated-friendly cuts for wheelchair users,
or sensory-friendly fabrics. In India,
brands like Haxor are at the forefront,
offering stylish and functional adaptive
wear, recognising that fashion should be
accessible to all. This segment is not just
about utility; it's about dignity, comfort,
and the right to self-expression.

Modest Fashion: Style with

Substance

With a significant population that values
modesty in dressing, this niche is far
more than just conservative wear.
Modest fashion in India blends contem-
porary trends with cultural and religious
sensitivities, offering elegant, sophisticat-
ed, and comfortable options. Brands like
Niswa Fashion, The Hijab Company,
and Mushkiya are skilfully crafting collec-
tions that appeal to a wide demograph-
ic seeking coverage without compromis-
ing on style. This segment demonstrates
a strong understanding of cultural
nuances and the desire for chic yet
respectful attire.

Gender-Neutral/Androgynous
Fashion: Beyond the Binary

The lines are blurring, and fashion is
reflecting this shift. Gender-neutral or
androgynous clothing is about creating
pieces that can be worn and embraced
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Who are

by anyone, regardless of their gender
identity. It challenges traditional sarto-
rial norms, focusing on silhouette,
comfort, and expression rather than pre-
scribed gender roles. While still nascent,
Indian labels like Two Point Two Studio
Limited, HUEMN, and The Pot Plant are
carving out a space with their fluid
designs, appealing to a generation that
champions individuality and self-defin-
ition. This niche is a powerful testament
to fashion’s role in social progress.

Fashion Rental Services: The

Circular Economy Takes Root

The “rent, don’t own” philosophy is
gaining serious momentum, especially
for occasion wear. With the rising aware-
ness of fast fashion’s environmental
impactand the desire for variety without
the commitment of purchase, fashion
rental services are thriving. Platforms like
Flyrobe and Stage3 offer a vast array of
designer wear and trending outfits for
everything from weddings to parties,
making luxury and variety accessible.
This model not only promotes sustain-
ability by extending the lifecycle of gar-
ments but also caters to the desire for
fresh looks without the hefty price tag.

Hyper-Personalised and

Bespoke Fashion

In an era of mass production, the desire
for something truly unique is growing.
Beyond simple customisation, hyper-
personalised fashion leverages technol-
ogy and skilled craftsmanship to create
garments tailored to an individual’s
precise measurements, preferences,
and even personality. Think virtual try-
ons, Al-driven design suggestions, and
direct-to-designer collaboration. While
traditionally a luxury segment, the inte-
gration of technology is making person-
alised experiences more accessible.
CloudTailor, for instance, is making
waves in online tailoring and person-
alised fashion, demonstrating the poten-
tial for this niche to scale.
The Indian fashion industry is dynamic
and ever-evolving.

These emerging niches are not just
fleeting trends; they represent funda-
mental shifts in consumer values and
offerimmense potential for innovative
entrepreneurs. By understanding these
currents and embracing creativity,
we can continue to weave a truly
diverse and prosperous future for Indian
fashion. The thread of opportunity is
strong — it’s time to pick up the needle
and start stitching.

(The writer is an entrepreneur with expertise in HR.
An innovator, she has contributed significantly to
start-up ecosystem development and e-commerce
platform management)

RSS: The torchbearer of
cultural nationalism

RSS treats society as a laboratory to achieve an
egalitarian social order. His speech represent-
ed RSS’s vision of an inclusive society and holis-
tic development. RSS had crossed various phases
of national life.

During the lifetime of Dr Hedgewar, it con-
tributed more than its capacity in anti-colonial
struggle and faced repression, ban on drill, arrest
and martyrdom of its volunteers, and the ban on
the organisation, its training camps. Golwalkar
faced the attacks of ideological adversaries con-
trolling the state. He was arrested and abused.
Then the task of the RSS was to give maximum
assistance to protect Hindus who were victims
of the partition. Thirty-three years (1940-73), he
stood like a Himalaya before the state power and
its patronised intellectuals. His successor, Bala
saheb Deoras, faced no less suppression than the
past. More than lakhs of swyamsevaks were put
into jail. He himself spent 19 months in jail.

During his time, RSS initiated social actions,
and now its impact is more than visible. When
Bhagawat became sarsanghachalak, the Indian
state made its last attempt to cut it into size .
Never before have such attempts been made. It
was linked with terrorism and compared with
Islamic terrorist organisations. The ruling elites
failed to reconcile that Bhagawat’s RSS was not
the RSS of the 1940s. The narrative of Saffron ter-

rorism was an effort to defame the organisation
all over the world. It failed. Nevertheless, none
of the RSS Sarsanghachalak, Hedgewar,
Golwalkar, Deoras, or Mohan Bhagwat spoke a
single jealous, bitter, revengeful word against
their adversaries. Rather, they emphasised to all
of them.

It is another exceptional instance in the
history of the world’s social and political move-
ment. Bhagawat’s speech was an endorsement
of an open society, fraternity, and harmonious
social order, and unfailing democratic dia-
logues. His speech was a decolonised speech and
ended with a call and determination of a new
horizon of world mission. He propounded a new
vision of unity of opposites. As a great social
democrat, he spoke with optimism as well as
with firmness. It was an expression of the
organic will of the RSS that we will work both
in summer and winter, in the forest and the
metropolis, with the same mission and vigour,
with our own progressively evolved capacity to
minimise their impact, and will continue till civil-
isation exists.

RSS And The Long
Shadow of ‘Vote Chori’

But what is being praised here? Men who
openly admired Hitler, borrowed freely from Nazi
ideology and sketched a blueprint of submission.
To elevate such figures is not homage, it is a

betrayal of democratic India’s soul.

That betrayal of India’s pluralist promise
showed itself early. The RSS elevated the saffron
flag above the Tricolour, mocking the symbol of
unity the freedom movement had chosen.
Golwalkar sneered in Bunch of Thoughts: “Our
leaders have set up a new flag for our country.
Why did they do so? It is just a case of drifting
and imitating....Then, had we no flag of our
own?” RSS founder Hedgewar went further. In
his circular on January 26, 1930, as the nation
saluted the Tricolour, he ordered shakhas to bow
to saffron — “the true guru and god of the Hindu
nation”. In that act, the organisation revealed
contempt for the nation’s chosen emblem of
unity, placing allegiance to saffron above service
to all its people

When the country rose for Quit India in 1942,
Golwalkar later admitted, “Sangh decided not to
do anything”. To him, the largest mass mobili-
sation for freedom was “reactionary”, a distrac-
tion from the priority of indoctrination. While our
forefathers were braving prison, exile and the
bullet for self-rule, the Sangh stood aside — loudly
telegraphing that its loyalty lay not with the
nation’s struggle but with its own project
of control.

Savarkar had by then supplied the blunt
majoritarian creed to match this one-party
hunger. In 1938, he declared, “A Nation is
formed by the majority living therein. What did
the Jews do in Germany? They being in a minor-
ity were driven out from Germany.” Two years

later, he praised authoritarian “tonics”:
we to dictate to Germany, Japan or Russia or Italy
to choose a particular form of policy of govern-
ment simply because we woo it out of academ-
ic attraction? Surely Hitler knows better than
Pandit Nehru does what suits Germany best. The
very fact that Germany or Italy has so wonder-
fully recovered and grown so powerful as never
before at the touch of Nazi or Fascist magical
wand is enough to prove that those political
“isms” were the most congenial tonics their
health demanded.” Minorities, he argued else-
where, “must live here as the subordinate allies
of the Hindus.” An idea presented as inclusion,
with inclusion already defined by its limit:
never as equals.

Stripped to its core, the ideology sanctifies a
hierarchy: The majority rules unchallenged,
dissent s treachery, and institutions exist to ratify
the will of the chosen. That is why today’s alle-
gations of padded, pruned and tilted voter rolls
feel less like scandal than continuity. It is the
same logic at work: Seize the referee, control the
field, tilt the game. The Election Commission’s
combative replies to Mr Rahul Gandhi are thus
the ideology made visible, an umpire re-trained
to play for one side.

How does an ideology like this travel from text
to power? By training obedience early and organ-
ising for capture. BS Moonje, mentor to
Hedgewar, toured Mussolini’s youth brigades in
1931 and wrote admiringly: “Mussolini saw the
essential weakness of his country and conceived

the idea of the Balilla organisation for the mili-
tary regeneration of Italy. India, and particular-
ly Hindu India, needs some such institution for
the military regeneration of the Hindus”.

The RSS answered that call with its shakha as
a unit of drills, salutes, uniforms and baudhik ses-
sions, binding boys into a brotherhood that
pledged lifelong allegiance “with whole body,
heart, and money.” Around the saffron flag —
“true guru” — they rehearsed blind obedience
and hierarchy. It was the Indian mirror of Hitler
Youth: Indoctrination as muscle memory.

So when | say “vote chori” it carries a
genealogy, I'm recognising a pattern.

Indoctrination plus hierarchy: That is the
formula for domination. ‘Vote chori’ is not just
theft — it is the symptom of a ruthless project:
The hunger to be the only ruling force by decid-
ing who matters and who can be erased as if their
voices never existed. A movement that spurned
the Tricolour and boycotted freedom'’s call now
parades itself as the sole claimant to rule. It is
revolting, carrying with it a stench of betrayal that
makes democracy itself gag. Mr Gandhi’s argu-
ment is already in public record: An exclusion-
ary idea of the nation breeds an exclusionary
practice of power. And in our present, the bat-
tlefield has shifted from the parade ground to
the electoral roll, the polling booth, the role of
the umpire. That is why India must insist —
calmly, firmly, without flinching — on transpar-
ent rolls, open processes, and institutions of
courage to withstand pressure.































































