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Researchers found that children aged 0-9 are
currently exposed to roughly three times as
many additional heat stress days as adults in their
60s, meaning they are disproportionately more
exposed to extreme humid heat. The root of the
disparity is that the vast majority of the world’s
children live in tropical, low-latitude areas where
heat is increasing most intensely. These �ndings
are critical because children are physically more
vulnerable to heat and face potential lifelong
health risks.

Children more exposed to
extreme humid heat 

Using the Very Large Telescope, astronomers
have found strong evidence that Betelgeuse, the
famous red supergiant star, has a close
companion, now called Betelgeuse B. It seems to
be a young star around 2.6-3.1-times as heavy as
our sun. And it could explain why Betelgeuse’s
brightness changes in a six-year cycle: that is
likely caused by the companion periodically
blocking some of Betelgeuse’s light. The team is
awaiting a second observation to con�rm the
data.

Famous supergiant star
Betelgeuse may not be alone

By analysing data from 2,344 counties in China
between 2014 and 2023, researchers found
policies promoting large-scale solar farms also
supported ‘inferior greening’: while solar
installations increased the amount of green on
the ground, the new growth was often dense and
lacked the variety of natural habitats that
supports many bird species. The study found
these consequences were most pronounced in
non-desert regions, so its authors recommended
clustering large solar projects in desert areas.

Microclimate leads to 
‘inferior greening’

SNAPSHOTS
�

Why are earthquakes
hard to predict? Can AI
make it better?

— S. Prakash, Tiruchi
The processes that
produce earthquakes
happen deep
underground. These
processes include stress
building up in rocks and
faults and the complex
ways in which they
transmit or release it.
Faults may also rupture
suddenly after centuries of
accumulating stress, small
ruptures may trigger larger
ones, and some formations
may release stress without
causing earthquakes.
Thus, a variety of
outcomes remain possible.
This is why scientists
forecast rather than

predict. They have no way
to say if a quake of a given
strength will occur at a
given place at a given time.
Instead, they estimate the
probability of a quake
happening in a place over
many years based on the
long-term history and
behaviour of faults there.
Scientists are also working
on early-warning systems
that can give people up to
tens of seconds of advance
notice before the ground
starts to shake violently.
AI can help signi�cantly
improve forecasting.
However, it cannot
improve predictions
because the data for
predictions do not exist.

Question Corner

AI and earthquakes

Readers may send their questions /
answers to science@thehindu.co.in

Dung beetles are humble
insects. They feed on the
faeces of other mammals.
In many species, a male
dung beetle �ies to a fresh
pile of dung, shapes a
piece of it into a ball, and
quickly rolls it away from
the pile so others don’t
grab it.

Reputedly, male dung
beetles have rolled dung
balls a thousand times hea-
vier than their own body
weight.

A female will inspect the
ball and decide if it is good
enough to lay her egg in. If
it is, the couple mate, the
female lays her egg, and
the ball is then buried in a
tunnel in the soil. The ball
will provide food for the
o�spring.

Dung beetles quickly
clear dung piles and recy-
cle soil nutrients. Plants
bene�t, too: the seeds that
pass through a mammal’s
gut get planted deep un-
derground, in dung-fertil-
ised spots. Dung beetles

have been known to in-
crease plant growth by
17%. On August 12, a team
from Clark University in
Massachusetts, U.S., re-
ported in Ecology and Evo-
lution that these dung
beetles are vulnerable to a
previously unforeseen
risk: dogs. The researchers
found that, given a choice,
the dung beetle Onthopha-
gus orpheus preferred dog
poop. This was in line with
other studies that have
shown dung beetles prefer
the faeces of omnivorous

mammals to that of herbi-
vores, like cows.

In the laboratory, the
dung beetle made larger
brood balls on dog poop
than on cow dung. Male
o�spring developed in
larger brood balls than fe-
male o�spring, suggesting
more resources are provi-
sioned to the sons. This sex
di�erence was more pro-
nounced with cow dung
than with dog dung.

O. orpheus eggs also de-
veloped faster in dog poop
and the progeny that

emerged were larger.  Ho-
wever, egg mortality was
also higher in dog poop.
The researchers inferred
that “the dung type most
strongly preferred by
adults was also associated
with the lowest o�spring
survival”, creating a mis-
match between preference
and performance.

They added that this
“suggests that accumula-
tion of domestic dog waste
… may pose a widespread
but underappreciated risk
to urban dung beetles”.

Why the mortality was
higher with dog poop re-
mains unclear. One possi-
bility is that pets are rou-
tinely administered
antiparasitic medications
which accumulate in faec-
es, and could have in-
creased the mortality of
the larvae and the pupae of
dung dwelling insects.

The insect cannot be
faulted for its unfortunate
mismatch. It is our lack of
foresight.
D.P. Kasbekar is a retired
scientist.

Dung beetles prefer dog poop, but their children pay the price
D.P. Kasbekar

A
fter an intense
heatwave struck
South Asia ear-
lier this year,

World Weather Attribution
(WWA) said climate change
had made the event about
three-times likelier and up
to 1° C warmer than it
would have been in a
world without climate
change. 

WWA is an international
research group that assess-
es the impact of climate
change on extreme weath-
er. At the heart of these as-
sessments is the science of
extreme event attribution,
whose goal is to trace the
human �ngerprint in ex-
treme weather. However,
many experts have raised
questions about how well
extreme weather can be
pinned on climate change.

“Using a combination of
computer modelling, long-
term weather data, and
physical understanding of
climate systems, climate
model simulations are run
�rst for a counterfactual
world with pre-industrial
conditions, when carbon
dioxide levels [in the at-
mosphere] were 280 ppm,
and then for present-day
conditions when they are
over 420 ppm,” J. Sriniva-
san, professor emeritus at
the Indian Institute of
Science, Bengaluru, said.

“The di�erence in the
magnitude or likelihood of
the extreme weather event
can then be attributed to
human in�uence, includ-
ing higher carbon dioxide.
To ensure this has not oc-
curred by chance, many
simulations and rigorous

statistical tests are re-
quired.” Attribution
science draws on detection
and attribution. “Detection
involves determining
whether an event falls out-
side the range of its normal
occurrence due to natural
variations in the climate
system,” Vimal Mishra, the
Bikram Sarabhai Chair Pro-
fessor in the Department
of Civil Engineering at IIT-
Gandhinagar and a special-
ist in climate science, hy-
drology, and climate ex-
tremes, said. 

During one extreme
event attribution commit-
tee hearing at the U.S. Na-
tional Academies of
Sciences, Engineering and
Medicine (NASEM) in 2025,
Stanford University cli-
mate scientist Noah Di�en-
baugh questioned “wheth-
er single event attribution
is even possible at all, from
a scienti�c point of view”.

Mark Keenan, a former UN
and U.K. government
scientist, wrote recently in
American Thinker, “How
do we know [a climate mo-
del] accurately represents
a climate that no one has
ever observed?”

NASEM experts have
previously noted that it is
challenging to ascertain
the in�uence of climate
change on extreme weath-
er. Dr. Srinivasan also said,
“extreme weather events
can occur even without an-
thropogenic climate
change”.

In the Sixth Assessment
Report, IPCC experts also
noted that some local phe-
nomena such as land-sea
breezes and mountain
wind systems can only be
realistically represented by
simulations at a resolution
of around 10 km or less,
which current models do
not support. Similarly,

short-duration, sub-daily
extreme events, e.g. in-
tense bursts of rain lasting
only an hour or so, are har-
der to model and link to cli-
mate change than longer
events like day-long heat-
waves or several days of
heavy rain. This is because
most global climate models
cannot capture fast-chang-
ing processes.

According to Dr. Mishra,
analysis of localised events
is also hampered by limit-
ed long-term weather re-
cords and computing pow-
er. “For example, without
long-term hourly or sub-
hourly rainfall observa-
tions for a particular place,
we cannot con�dently
mark out the range of natu-
ral variability for a heavy
rainfall event there,” he ex-
plained. “Uncertainties
arising from observations
and models can lead to un-
scienti�c claims and

sweeping generalisations.”
In fact, scientists are al-

so not agreed on what
amounts to ‘extreme’. “For
instance, when our group
reconstructed droughts ov-
er roughly 1,200 years, we
found that some kinds of
droughts seen in the past
no longer occur,” Dr. Mis-
hra said. “An event that ap-
pears extreme over a 10-
20-year timeline may not
look exceptional when
analysed with a dataset
spanning … 500 years.”

“Extreme event attribu-
tion is about assigning legal
liability for emissions, eith-
er at the country level or
the corporation level,”
Raghu Murtugudde, a pro-
fessor emeritus at the Un-
iversity of Maryland, said.
“Studies claim that carbon
majors [businesses with
particularly high emis-
sions] can be de�ned and
certain climate changes
can be attributed to certain
organisations. The real
question is whether these
�ndings can hold up in
court.” He also said climate
models will never be per-
fect enough for counterfac-
tual worlds — the worlds
that might have existed if
not for some fact today,
like climate change — to be
accepted without ques-
tion. Instead, Subimal
Ghosh, convener of the In-
terdisciplinary Programme
in Climate Studies at IIT-
Bombay, said prepared-
ness is more important:
“Our priority should be to
develop more e�ective ear-
ly warning systems and
adaptation infrastructure
in order to save more
people.”
Harsh Kabra is an indepen-
dent journalist

Blaming climate change for
extreme weather has limits

Harsh Kabra
PUNE

Short-duration, sub-daily extreme events are harder to link to climate change than heatwaves; attribution of localised

events is hampered by limited weather records, insu�cient computing power, and what ‘extreme’ weather really entails

Even as AI �rms expand
model capabilities, fron-
tier labs continue to navi-
gate a legal reckoning
sparked by the �rst wave
of copyright lawsuits that
threatened to derail the
generative AI boom.

The argument from ar-
tists has been that AI out-
put that looks like a specif-
ic piece of art is because
that work was “stolen”
during training the model.
But a landmark research
paper, ‘Outputs of Genera-
tive Di�usion Models are
Often Unattributable,’ by
MIT Computer Science
and Arti�cial Intelligence
Laboratory is e�ectively
dismantling the scienti�c
basis for that claim, sug-
gesting that in the world of
frontier models, visual si-
milarity is not the same
thing as causal theft.

The paper’s �ndings
could make the legal teams

of artists uneasy. By using
“ablatable ensembles” — a
machine learning method
that can systematically re-
move speci�c training data
to test outputs — research-
ers have found that as
training datasets grow, the
in�uence of any single im-
age or artist drops toward
zero. The paper showed
that an AI’s reliance on
speci�c training samples
decays predictably as the
data pool expands. For AI
labs like Midjourney or
OpenAI, this research pro-
vides a powerful shield.
They can now argue that
even if they had never seen
a speci�c artist’s work,
their model would have
produced a nearly identi-
cal result anyway.

The research focuses
speci�cally on Di�usion
Models — the tech behind
DALL-E, Stable Di�usion,
and Midjourney — which
generate images by itera-
tively removing noise from
a canvas until a coherent
picture emerges. These
models operate di�erently

than the autoregressive
models that power Large
Language Models (LLMs)
like ChatGPT or Claude.

While an autoregressive
model predicts the next
“token” in a sequence, a
di�usion model is learning
the geometric and seman-
tic spread of visual con-
cepts. Because of this, dif-
fusion models are less
likely to memorise and
store a speci�c �le and
more likely to synthesise a
generalised idea.

This speci�c paper does
not focus on text-based
outputs; the “unattributa-

ble” phenomenon is a vi-
sual one, leaving the door
open for text-based copy-
right claims by authors
where LLMs have been
caught quoting books or
articles verbatim. 

But the di�usion-based
model creators can claim
legal immunity from scale.
A model trained on a bil-
lion images is harder to sue
than a model trained on a
million, as the measurable
change caused by the re-
moval of one piece of art
from a large dataset is in-
signi�cant statistically.

For frontier AI labs that

have built their models on
di�usion-based architec-
ture, this research will
come as good news as it
suggests that artistic style
can get generalised as the
model learns from more
sources. 

The real test will be in
how they use it in a court
of law. If an AI generates an
image that looks exactly
like an artwork by one of
the masters, a judge may
not care whether a statisti-
cal model shows a negligi-
ble correction. But for the
AI researchers building the
next generation of image
and video models, the
message looks settled. For
instance, a lab could train
its di�usion model from
synthetic data generated
from outputs created by
the current crop of AI mo-
dels. Images and videos
from these newer models
will contain far less data
that can be sourced back
to speci�c artists. 

In the race to build ad-
vanced AI, the most valua-
ble asset is not just the data

itself, but the scale that
makes that data
anonymous.

While image generators
might hide behind the
“unattributability” of
scale, authors have a much
more tangible “smoking
gun.” When an LLM repro-
duces a copyrighted para-
graph word-for-word, it is
far easier to match the out-
put to a copyrighted
source. In the case of
LLMs, the model stores a
speci�c sequence of words
to learn how a sentence is
written. Unlike di�usion
models that generate AI
content from noise, LLMs
pick tokens from a �xed
vocabulary that are organ-
ised under speci�c know-
ledge categories. 

For now, the industry is
in a holding pattern. The
“unattributability” paper
gives a technical edge to
image generators, but for
the text-based giants, the
question of whether a writ-
ten work can be “diluted”
the way a brushstroke can
remains an open question.

How massive data pools remove ‘smoking gun’ of AI training

When an LLM reproduces a copyrighted paragraph, it is far easy to

match the output to a copyrighted source. GETTY IMAGES

John Xavier
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The story so far:

E
arlier this month, following a notice from
the Food Safety and Standards Authority
of India (FSSAI), Mondelez India

withdrew certain health and
nutrient-comparison claims for Bournvita and
removed the related advertisements from
e-commerce platforms.

The action is part of a wider regulatory push.
FSSAI said it has issued more than 150 notices to
food companies in recent months over
misleading advertisements, false claims, and
labelling non-compliance. The list includes some
of the country’s biggest packaged-food and
beverage companies, such as Nestlé India,
PepsiCo, Coca-Cola India, Abbott India, Red Bull
India, Danone India, Mondelez India, Ferrero
India, and Kenvue.

Why does Bournvita matter?
Bournvita has long been marketed to parents in
the context of children’s nutrition. The product
came under intense public scrutiny in 2023 over
its sugar content and claims about nutritional
bene�ts. The latest action does not, by itself,
establish that Bournvita is unsafe. The
regulatory issue is di�erent — whether particular
health or nutrient-comparison claims are
adequately supported and whether the way they
are presented could give consumers a
misleading impression. 

That distinction is important. As a senior
government
o�cial
explained, “Food
regulation is not
limited to
checking
whether a
product contains
permitted
ingredients. It
also governs how
a product’s

nutritional qualities and bene�ts are
communicated.” He added that a statement
suggesting that a product helps deliver a
particular health outcome, for instance, can
create expectations beyond what its ingredient
composition or available evidence may justify.

Why is FSSAI taking issue with ‘100%’?
The Bournvita action sits alongside another
FSSAI concern — the use of absolute-sounding
words such as “100%”. In May 2025, FSSAI
advised food businesses to stop using “100%” on
food labels, packaging, and promotional
material. Its reasoning was that such language
could convey a “false sense of absolute purity or
superiority” to consumers.

The signi�cance goes beyond coconut oil or
atta. In a crowded packaged-food market, words
such as “pure”, “natural”, “healthy”,
“immunity-boosting”, and “100%” are powerful
marketing devices. They can in�uence
purchasing decisions even before a consumer
examines the nutrition panel or ingredient list.

Recent corrective actions show the range of
claims under scrutiny. Amway India has
removed “100%” from its “100% Pure Coconut
Oil” packaging and promotional material, and
dropped the “Energy Drink” descriptor from its
ca�einated XS products. Kerala-based Juza
Foods has agreed to withdraw claims relating to
immunity, stronger bones, and comparative
calcium bene�ts from its baby-food products.

Why is e-commerce part of the crackdown?
One important change is that enforcement is no
longer con�ned to the physical package on a
supermarket shelf. FSSAI has extended its
scrutiny to e-commerce platforms and
food-service establishments, issuing notices to
online marketplaces as well as restaurants and
other food businesses. This matters because
online product pages can carry claims, images,
and promotional language that di�er from what
appears on the physical package.

For consumers, the distinction is increasingly
blurred — they may decide to purchase a
product based on an online banner or product
description rather than by reading the label in a
shop, the FSSAI said. “Our enforcement re�ects
how food advertising has changed,” it added. 

What is the regulator trying to change?
At its core, the campaign is about moving from
broad marketing language to claims that can be
demonstrated. This is particularly relevant as
India confronts rising concerns over obesity and
unhealthy diets. FSSAI itself has linked its recent
food-safety messaging with a wider push for
healthier eating and action against obesity. 

How e�ective are these corrections?
A company can remove a claim after receiving a
notice, but consumers may already have
encountered it for years. Advertisements may
disappear from one platform but their
messaging may be present elsewhere. Online
listings can also change rapidly. All this makes
sustained monitoring important. FSSAI’s
challenge now is to make compliance routine
rather than a temporary response to regulatory
scrutiny. For consumers, it is important to
remember that a health claim on a food packet
is a claim, not a guarantee. 

Why is FSSAI
tightening the rules
on food claims?
How is it cracking down on misleading

food claims? What does this mean for

companies and consumers?

FSSAI has extended its
scrutiny to e-commerce
platforms. This matters
because online product
pages can carry claims,
images, and promotional
language that di�er from
what appears on the
physical package

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
The story so far:

O
n August 26, Meta reached a
landmark settlement of up to $17.1
billion with at least 47 U.S. States,
ending a lawsuit which accused the

tech giant of hiding harms caused by its
platforms to children, violating child privacy
laws, and deliberately using tactics to keep teens
engaged or ‘addicted’ to its platforms. The
settlement also requires Meta to make changes
to the safety features on Instagram and
Facebook.

What was the lawsuit about?
The lawsuit, brought by 29 States, alleged that
Meta regularly collected data on children under
the age of 13 without parental consent, thus
breaking various State and federal privacy laws.
It also alleged that the company deliberately
designed platforms to be addictive in order to
keep teens engaged, which led to depression
and anxiety. The suit accused Meta of refusing to
“abandon its use of known harmful features”
and focusing solely on pro�ts and �nancial gain
over the safety of children.

What happened during the trial?
The matter went to trial on August 18, 2026, in
Oakland, California. During the trial, internal
documents from the tech giant were showcased,
pointing towards addictive behaviours among
teens using Instagram. There were also witness
testimonies from former Meta employees stating
that the company had repeatedly ignored
warning signs. 

According to Meta’s own company
documents, a Facebook study found that 13.5%
of British teenage girls surveyed said their
suicidal thoughts had become more frequent

after joining Instagram. A study by internal
researchers of the company on Instagram had
found that some of the problems, especially
related to social comparison, were issues
speci�c to only Instagram and not social media
as a whole. As per a Wall Street Journal
investigation, the internal researchers had said
that while other media mostly focus on the face
and ‘jokey’ �lters (SnapChat), Instagram focuses
on the body and lifestyle, which lead to
comparisons and feelings of inadequacy. 

A key witness for the States was Arturo Béjar,
a former Meta safety engineer, who stated on
record that Meta was aware of the harm its
products caused children, which included
exposing them to content from sexual predators
as well as violent and graphic images. He said
that while he had repeatedly raised the issue to
various Facebook and Instagram executives,
nothing was done to resolve it. He raised
concerns about features such as in�nite scroll,
which keep users engaged while generating
revenue for the company through targeted ads. 

Meta has denied all these allegations. It said
that the statements from documents were
cherry-picked and taken out of context. Paul
Schmidt, a lawyer for Meta, said that the
company had undertaken various measures to
address teens’ over-use of Instagram, and that it
had disabled more than 1 million accounts of
young users. During the trial, Adam Mosseri, the
CEO of Instagram, denied allegations that his
company hid negative information from the
public. Even after the settlement, Meta has
denied any wrong-doing.

Is Meta the only company facing such
lawsuits?
Meta and other social media giants such as
Alphabet (the parent company of Google and
YouTube) and TikTok have been facing a series
of lawsuits over youth social media ‘addiction’
and children’s safety. 

Earlier this year, a Los Angeles jury found
Meta and Alphabet liable for $6 million in
damages due to the ‘addictive’ design of their
platforms. The plainti� said that she had
become ‘addicted’ to social media, mainly
YouTube and Instagram, at a young age, which
led to a deterioration in her mental health.

In March, a New Mexico court ordered Meta
to pay $375 million for misleading users about
the dangers its platforms pose to children. New
Mexico sued Meta in 2023 alleging that the
company “steered” children and teens towards
sexually explicit, graphic, and violent content
which exposed them to o�ers of solicitation and
even tra�cking. 

TikTok settled three cases brought by teens

who alleged that using the platform had led
them to su�er from self-harm, anxiety,
depression, addiction, and eating disorders.
Earlier this month, it also reached a $400
million settlement with the U.S. Department of
Justice, which alleged that the company violated
federal laws on children’s privacy. 

Can social media be addictive?
The American Society of Addiction Medicine
de�nes an addiction as a “treatable, chronic
medical disease involving complex interactions
among brain circuits, genetics, the environment,
and an individual’s life experiences. People with
addiction use substances or engage in behaviors
that become compulsive and often continue
despite harmful consequences.” Social media is
sometimes described as a form of behavioural
addiction since it makes you engage in an action
which you know to be harmful, yet cannot stop. 

A review paper published by Jashvini
Amirthalingam and Anika Khera in Cureus in
2024 states that social media “addiction” is
shaped by a combination of “psychological
factors, such as low self-esteem and mental
health issues, technological mechanisms like
in�nite scrolling and personalised noti�cations,
and social in�uences, including peer pressure
and exposure to idealised content”. A potential
“treatment” for the same would include
cognitive therapy, educational awareness, and
parental strategies such as placing limits and
boundaries on social media use.

However, social media has not been medically
recognised as an addiction. Therefore, there
aren’t any clear cut guidelines on how to
diagnose, measure, and treat such ‘behaviours’.

This point was a key argument by Meta’s
lawyers who claimed that social media addiction
was not an established psychiatric condition. 

What next?
Under the settlement, Meta has agreed to
introduce several safety features for teens,
including a default two-hour daily limit which
they can turn o� only with parental permission;
‘school’ and ‘night’ modes that mute
noti�cations; the choice to curate a feed which is
not driven by algorithms; blocking of ‘likes’ on
teens’ accounts and those they interact with in
order to reduce comparison; and blocking of
extreme make-up �lters. Meta said that the
two-hour daily time limit and night mode
feature would work only if other social media
platforms also follow suit. 

The settlement has been called historic as it
mandates Meta to make concrete changes
regarding safety measures for children and
teens. The payouts will also enable the States to
address children’s mental health concerns.

However, some critics state that since Meta
has not changed its revenue model, which still
prioritises endless scrolling and targeted ads,
such rudimentary safety features will not lead to
fundamental change.

Why is Meta’s $17.1-billion settlement signi�cant? 

The lawsuit
alleged that
Meta
deliberately
designed
platforms to
be addictive
in order to
keep teens
engaged,
which led to
depression
and anxiety 

What was the lawsuit by 29 U.S. States against Meta about? What did the trial reveal about the

impact of Instagram and Facebook on children? What changes has Meta agreed to make? 

Will the settlement lead to meaningful change? Why are critics still raising concerns?

Joan Sony Cherian

Attorneys representing multiple States outside the court after Meta reached a

settlement to end the trial, in Oakland, California. AP 

The story so far: 

T
he Supreme Court on August 25
ordered the Ghaziabad Police to
provide independent journalist
Abhishek Upadhyay with a copy of

the FIR and CCTV footage in a road-rage case
registered against him. Mr. Upadhyay, who had
reported on alleged irregularities in donations to
the Ram Mandir in Ayodhya, claimed that he
was being falsely implicated over his reportage
and that the police had failed to provide him
with the FIR despite repeated requests.

Why did the court have to intervene?
On August 20, Mr. Upadhyay alleged that a
police team arrived at his residence and
informed him that a case had been registered at
the Indirapuram police station over road rage
and abusive behaviour. In a post on X, he
claimed that despite repeatedly seeking a copy
of the FIR, the police initially sent him a page
containing neither the sections invoked nor
details of the alleged o�ence, and later shared
an older FIR registered against him in Lucknow. 

Mr. Upadhyay then approached the Supreme
Court, alleging that the case was based on
concocted allegations and intended to harass
him for his journalism. He sought a copy of the
FIR and quashing of the proceedings or,

alternatively, transfer of the probe to an
independent agency.

A three-judge Bench headed by Chief Justice
of India Surya Kant directed the Ghaziabad
Police Commissioner to provide him with the
FIR and CCTV footage and �le a compliance
report by September 7. It also protected him
from arrest and allowed him to approach the
jurisdictional High Court for further relief.

What do statutory provisions stipulate?
The Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023
(BNSS), does not require the police to furnish
the accused with an FIR immediately upon
registration. Section 173(2) requires a copy to be
given “forthwith” and free of cost to the
informant or victim, but does not mention the
accused. The statute provides for the accused to
receive the FIR only at a later stage, after the
investigation culminates in the �ling of a
chargesheet before the magistrate. Section 230
requires the magistrate to furnish the accused
with copies of documents relied upon by the
prosecution, including the FIR and chargesheet,
within 14 days of their appearance or production
before the court. The BNSS does not address an
accused person’s right to access the FIR before
this stage, including during the investigation.
Judicial precedents have, however, recognised
the right of an accused to obtain the FIR soon
after its registration.

What have courts held on access to FIRs?
In Court on its Own Motion through Mr. Ajay
Choudhary v. State (2010), the Delhi High Court
laid down a mechanism for an accused to obtain
an FIR during the investigation, before the stage
contemplated under Section 230 of the BNSS.
The court also directed the Delhi Police to
upload FIRs on its website within 24 hours of
registration. FIRs involving sensitive o�ences
can, however, be withheld through a reasoned
decision by an o�cer not below the rank of DCP.

In Rama Nand Rathore v. State of Himachal
Pradesh (2014), the Himachal Pradesh High
Court held that a person who suspects that they
have been named in an FIR can seek a certi�ed
copy from the police, which must supply it
within 24 hours. It also directed FIRs to be

uploaded online within the same period, barring
sensitive cases.

In Youth Bar Association of India v. Union of
India (2016), the Supreme Court gave these
directives pan-India e�ect and reiterated that an
accused is entitled to access the FIR before the
stage prescribed under Section 207 of the CrPC
(now Section 230 of the BNSS). The Court
directed that FIRs be uploaded on police
websites within 24 hours of registration or,
where no such website exists, on the o�cial
website of the State government. Where
unavoidable di�culties delay publication, the
24-hour deadline may be extended to 48, or up
to 72 hours for geographical connectivity issues. 

The court, however, carved out an exception
to the online publication requirement for FIRs
involving o�ences “sensitive in nature”.

What is the ‘sensitive o�ence’ exemption?
The apex court identi�ed sexual o�ences, cases
under the Protection of Children from Sexual
O�ences Act, 2012, and terror o�ences as
examples of “sensitive” o�ences, while
clarifying that the list was not exhaustive. 

The decision cannot be taken by a police
o�cer below the rank of Deputy Superintendent
of Police or its equivalent. A person aggrieved by
it can approach the Superintendent of Police or
an equivalent o�cer, who must constitute a
three-member committee to decide the
grievance within three days.

Even where an FIR is withheld on grounds of
sensitivity, the accused or an authorised
representative can apply for a certi�ed copy to
the magistrate to whom the FIR has been
forwarded, who must provide it in three days. 

What are the implications?
Delhi-based advocate Nipun Saxena says police
o�cials routinely fail to comply with the
Supreme Court’s directive to upload FIRs
through the Crime and Criminal Tracking
Network and Systems. “Once an FIR is registered
and the criminal law is set in motion, the
accused is entitled to seek pre-trial remedies
such as quashing of the FIR or anticipatory bail.
Without access to the FIR, these remedies
cannot be e�ectively pursued,” he says.

Mr. Saxena adds that the Supreme Court’s
ruling recognised that an accused cannot be
made to wait until the framing of charges to
know the o�ences alleged against them, as this
would undermine the right to a fair trial and the
principles of natural justice. 

Can an accused be denied a copy of the FIR?

The Supreme
directed that
FIRs be
uploaded 
on police
websites
within 24
hours of
registration
or, where no
such website
exists, on the
o�cial
website 
of the State
government

Does the law require the police to give an accused a copy of the FIR? What have courts said about

an accused’s right to access an FIR? Can the police withhold an FIR from the accused in certain

cases? Why does timely access to an FIR matter for an accused?

Aaratrika Bhaumik

Abhishek Upadhyay, who had reported on alleged irregularities in donations

to the Ram Mandir in Ayodhya. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT
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R
amesh Kumar, a journalist
based in Kathmandu, on
Thursday posted a
photograph of a clock

tower, its hands stopped at 09.29.
“A clock that would never show the

time again,” he wrote on X, formerly
Twitter. “Betrawati.”

Mr. Kumar had reached Betrawati in
Nuwakot district, a town devastated by
the previous day’s �ood in the
Bhotekoshi River in neighbouring
Rasuwa district, which borders Tibet.
After touring Betrawati, where he was
born and raised, he made a grim
assessment: “Will Betrawati ever revive
as a bazaar again? Almost impossible.”

The extraordinary velocity and
scale of the �ash �ood in the
Bhotekoshi River at around 8.40 a.m.
on Wednesday has left more than 600
dead and close to 2,500 missing,
including foreign nationals, mostly
from India.

The Nepal government promptly got
into action, mobilising personnel from
the Nepal Army, Nepal Police and the
Armed Police Force, as it mounted a
massive search-and-rescue operation.

Scientists, meanwhile, struggled to
piece together the chain of events and
determine the origin of the �ood, as
they wondered about the enormity of
the disaster, with some describing it as
the worst since the 2015 earthquake.

On the origin, the Nepalese and
Chinese sides have concluded that the
source was in the Langtang Lirung
area. Identifying the exact point where
the initial collapse occurred, and
which side of the border it was on,
may be di�cult.

According to an o�cial at Nepal’s
Department of Hydrology and
Meteorology, satellite imagery shared
by the Chinese side pointed to a
combination of an ice avalanche,
permafrost movement and a rockslide
along the Nepal-China border, with the
rockslide occurring on the Chinese
side and its impact extending into
Nepal.

“The avalanche originated on the
Nepalese side of the territory, but very
close to the boundary, and induced

�ooding that crossed the Nepal-China
border, causing extensive damage on
both sides,” said Binod Parajuli, a
senior divisional hydrologist at the
department’s �ood forecasting
division.

The location scientists are pointing
to is in the Lhende Khola, a
transboundary high-altitude river that
originates in Gyirong County in Tibet
and �ows south into Nepal, where it is
a tributary of the Bhotekoshi and
Trishuli river systems.

Flooding in the Bhotekoshi River is
not uncommon. Last year, in July, a
�ood — caused without rainfall — in the
Bhotekoshi wreaked damage and
destruction. Scientists later concluded
that the disaster was associated with a
glacial lake outburst �ood (GLOF).

Di�erent angle
While scientists initially considered
whether this year’s �ood could also
have been linked to a GLOF, its velocity
and ferocity, which washed away
villages downstream in three districts
— Rasuwa, Nuwakot and Dhading —
prompted experts to examine it from a
di�erent angle.

Dr. Ranjan Kumar Dahal, an
associate professor at the Himalayan
Geodisaster Research Centre at the
Central Department of Geology,
Tribhuvan University, described the
mass movement that triggered the
�ood as a sturzstrom.

“A sturzstrom is a massive rock
avalanche in which a large volume of
rock suddenly collapses and moves at
extremely high speed over a long
distance,” Mr. Dahal told The Hindu

from Trishuli, another area hit hard by
Wednesday’s �ood. “In high-mountain
environments, when rock is mixed
with ice, snow, �rn and frozen soil, it
can be understood as a rock-ice
avalanche.”

Rasuwagadhi in Rasuwa is a border
checkpoint through which most of
Nepal’s trade with China takes place.
From May to September, hundreds of
pilgrims use this border point to cross
into Tibet for the Kailash Mansarovar
pilgrimage. Indians make up the
largest share of the pilgrims.

It could take weeks, if not months,
to assess the full scale of the damage,
o�cials said, adding that the toll could
further rise.

The International Federation of Red
Cross said the remoteness of the
a�ected areas, combined with
damaged infrastructure, was making it
harder both to assess the full scale of
the disaster and to deliver assistance to
people who need it.

“Current estimates suggest around
93,000 people may have been
a�ected,” it said. “Many homes have
been severely damaged, cutting o�
some of the worst-a�ected
communities.”

In the aftermath of the disaster, two
more crucial questions have also
emerged — whether the early-warning
systems were activated and whether
climate change had a role in the
disaster. Experts say early-warning
systems had worked as intended but
were rendered ine�ective given the
staggering speed of the �ood.

Kamal Kishore, the head of the UN
O�ce for Disaster Risk Reduction, said
the �oods had once again highlighted
how fragile mountain ecosystems are
and how challenging it is to set up
early-warning systems in mountain
environments.

Scientists have not ruled out the

impact of climate change, saying the
rising temperatures are causing the
Himalayas to warm and glaciers to
melt faster, but they stopped short of
directly linking the disaster to global
warming.

“We had not seen such a disaster in
Nepal involving a sturzstrom.
However, in 2021, there was a similar
event in India,” said Mr. Dahal,
referring to the Chamoli disaster in
Uttarakhand, where a bedrock failure
beneath a glacier triggered a massive
rock-ice avalanche that subsequently
transformed into a debris �ow and
�ood.

The 2021 Chamoli event has been
scienti�cally described as a
rock-and-ice avalanche and, in some
literature, explicitly as a sturzstrom.
Research found that more than 25
million cubic metres of rock and ice
broke loose high in the Uttarakhand
Himalaya before moving rapidly
downstream.

Catastrophic sturzstrom
“A sturzstrom begins when an unstable
rock-ice slope suddenly collapses. The
collapsing mass rapidly accelerates,
fragments and mixes with ice and
snow,” Mr. Dahal explained. 

“Pressure and friction can generate
meltwater, which may increase
lubrication within the moving mass
and along its base, reducing resistance
and contributing to exceptionally long
runout,” he added.

According to him, this process can
unfold within just a few minutes.

“As it moves downslope, it may
incorporate more ice, snow, rock, soil
and water, potentially transforming
into a massive debris �ow before
�nally depositing its material,” he said.

Meanwhile, rescue operations have
continued on the fourth day, with
Prime Minister Balendra Shah saying
more than 15,000 personnel have been
deployed.

For communities along the
Bhotekoshi-Trishuli corridor, the
immediate priorities are �nding the
missing, restoring access and assessing
whether some of the places destroyed
by the �ood can be rebuilt at all.

It’s a race against time.

A Himalayan tragedy
The Bhotekoshi �ood

Scientists investigate how a high-altitude rock-and-ice avalanche may have triggered one of Nepal’s most devastating �oods; while experts have not directly 
attributed this event to climate change, they note that rising temperatures are warming the Himalayas and accelerating glacier melt
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The flood devastated riverside

towns across Rasuwa,

Nuwakot and Dhading districts,

burying places like Betrawati

and Trishuli under metres of

mud, boulders and silt

�

Nepal mobilised a massive

search-and-rescue operation

involving personnel from the

Army, police and armed police

force

�

The remoteness of a�ected

areas and damaged access

routes have severely hampered

both damage assessment and

delivery of aid
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U
.S. President Do-
nald Trump has
built a business

empire spanning real es-
tate, casinos and entertain-
ment. His family’s growing
crypto dealings are now
facing mounting criticism
over con�icts of interest
and foreign in�uence. 

A top United Arab Emi-
rates o�cial holds a stake
in the family’s latest ven-
ture: a planned crypto
bank now drawing scrutiny
over foreign ties to a sitting
President. The Wall Street

Journal has reported that
Sheikh Tahnoon bin Zayed
al Nahyan, the UAE’s na-
tional security adviser, and
his co-investors own a ma-
jor stake in the company
behind that bank.

Earlier this month, Of-
�ce of the Comptroller of
the Currency gave condi-
tional approval to World Li-
berty Financial, backed by
Mr. Trump’s family and
close allies, to set up a fed-
erally chartered U.S. trust
bank to issue, redeem and
safeguard a dollar-backed
stablecoin, USD1. 

Mr. Tahnoon and his co-
investors own 49% stake in
bank’s holding company,
the Journal reported. “The
shareholder structure of
the bank’s holding compa-
ny, called WLTC Holdings,
is the same as World Liber-
ty’s, though Tahnoon and
his co-investors used a dif-
ferent entity — called
StringZ Holding RSC — for
the stake in WLTC. An enti-

ty a�liated with the
Trump family holds a 38%
stake,” the Journal said, qu-
oting a source.

Mr. Tahnoon and others
had invested $500 million
in World Liberty Financial
in January 2025. “The deal,
signed four days before
President Trump’s inaugu-
ration, steered $263 mil-
lion to Trump family enti-
ties, according to the
President’s most recent �-
nancial disclosure,” the
Journal noted. 

A stablecoin is designed
to maintain a stable value
and reduce volatility. It is
pegged to a currency, com-
modity or other asset,
which may be held in re-
serve to back its value.

“USD1 now has a market
value of $4 billion. World
Liberty says the dollars
backing USD1 are invested
in U.S. Treasury and other
cash equivalents, generat-
ing an estimated $150 mil-
lion a year in interest,” the
Journal reported.

Mr. Trump was not al-
ways fond of cryptocurren-
cies. During his �rst term,
he bashed Facebook’s
plans to create a digital cur-

rency. He dismissed Bit-
coin and its peers as “not
money,” calling their value
“highly volatile and based
on thin air”. In 2021, he
told Fox Business that Bit-
coin was a “scam”. “I think
they should regulate them
very, very high,” he said,
adding, “It takes the edge
o� of the dollar and the im-
portance of the dollar.” 

Policy shift
That changed as the 2024
election approached.
Crypto companies fun-
nelled more than $119 mil-
lion into a non-partisan
super PAC to elect pro-
crypto candidates in that
cycle, and Mr. Trump
vowed to make the United
States the “crypto capital
of the planet”. 

In March 2025, Mr.
Trump created the U.S.
Strategic Bitcoin Reserve
by executive order, treat-
ing Bitcoin as a long-term
reserve asset on par with
gold. That July, he signed
the GENIUS (Guiding and
Establishing National Inno-
vation for U.S. Stablecoins)
Act, laying out regulatory
guidelines for stablecoins.

Financial disclosures
�led in June show he
earned more than $1.4 bil-
lion from his crypto ven-
tures. Over $500 million of
it from World Liberty Fi-
nancial, and another $635
million from sales of his
$TRUMP meme coin. His
reported income for the
year was over $2.2 billion,
much higher than his 2024
income of $600 million. 

Founded in 2024, World
Liberty Financial is at the
heart of the Trump’s cryp-
to empire. Its CEO Zach
Witko�, is the son of Mr.
Trump’s West Asia envoy,
Steve Witko�. Other co-
founders include Donald
Trump Jr., Eric Trump,
Barron Trump, Steve Wit-
ko�, and the President
himself. This arrangement
could blur the line that
separates governance and
private �nancial interests.
The Trump administration
sets policy, and the Presi-
dent’s family and allies be-
ne�t �nancially.

Mr. Tahnoon’s invest-
ment is especially notable
given the UAE’s position as
a key U.S. partner in West
Asia. Since the beginning
of the U.S.-Israeli strikes on
Iran on February 28, Gulf
countries have borne a sig-
ni�cant share of Iran’s reta-
liatory attacks, with the
war also disrupting mari-
time tra�c in the region.

These relationships
raise fundamental ques-
tions: Can a sitting Presi-
dent accept investments
from a foreign government
o�cial in his companies?

Trump’s crypto U-turn 
World Liberty Financial

Investments from a top UAE o�cial into U.S. President’s crypto enterprise attract criticisms of

con�ict of interest and foreign in�uence

Nivedita Varadarajan
REUTERS

“W
e are tak-
ing the �rst
step on a

thousand-kilometre road.
We are taking a step to-
wards democracy for eve-
ryone,” Abdullah Ocalan
said in early August.

The remarks by the Kur-
distan Workers’ Party
(PKK) leader, who has
been in prison since 1999,
came at an important mo-
ment as Turkiye attempts
to end its long-running
con�ict with Kurdish mi-
nority militants.

The latest development
came on August 24, when a
Monitoring and Evaluation
Board set up to oversee the
process held its �rst meet-
ing. The Board, chaired by
Vice-President Cevdet Yil-
maz, brought together se-
nior o�cials including Fo-
reign Minister Hakan
Fidan, Defence Minister
Yasar Guler and National
Intelligence Organisation
chief Ibrahim Kalin. It de-
cided to set up four work-
ing groups dealing with le-
gal issues, disarmament,
monitoring, and the social
reintegration of former
militants.

The move is signi�cant
because the process is now
moving beyond declara-
tions. Several attempts to
bring peace in the past re-
mained unsuccessful; most
recently in 2015.

A new law passed by
Parliament on August 10,
as part of that e�ort, was
approved by 468 of the 592

lawmakers who voted.
The law provides condi-

tional amnesty measures
for people accused or con-
victed of o�ences linked to
the PKK, including mem-
bership, assisting the or-
ganisation, spreading pro-
paganda, and �nancing
terrorism. It could pave the
way for thousands of mili-
tants to return to Turkiye
and reintegrate into socie-
ty. The government, mean-
while, has stressed that it is
not a general amnesty.

For those covered by the
law, prison sentences can
be suspended and ongoing
investigations and trials
can be put on hold for �ve
to 10 years. If no terrorism-
related o�ences are com-
mitted during that period,
the suspended sentences
would be considered
served and pending cases
would be dropped. 

There are clear limits,
however. Those convicted
of intentional killings are
excluded. So are people
sentenced to life imprison-
ment without parole for of-
fences committed before
2005. That is particularly
signi�cant for Mr. Ocalan.

Despite being a central �-
gure in the current peace
process, he would not be-
ne�t from the new law. Mr.
Yilmaz said Mr. Ocalan’s
case “does not fall within
the scope of this law”, but
added that he could re-
main “in a position to con-
tribute to the peace
process”.

The PKK has called the
legislation a “beginning”
but said it contains “se-
rious shortcomings and
de�ciencies”. It has also
demanded Mr. Ocalan’s re-
lease, stating that the pro-
cess can move forward on-
ly if he “lives and works
freely”.

A long con�ict
The PKK began its armed
insurgency against the Tur-
kish state in 1984, seeking
self-rule for Kurds inside
Turkiye. Over the next four
decades, the con�ict killed
more than 40,000 people,
devastated parts of south-
eastern Turkiye and be-
came one of the de�ning
issues of Turkish politics.
The PKK is designated as a
terrorist organisation by
Turkiye, the United States

and the European Union.
The current attempt at a

settlement began taking
shape in 2024, when Anka-
ra opened a new channel
of dialogue with the Kur-
dish movement. 

Later in February 2025,
Mr. Ocalan called on the
PKK to lay down its arms
and dissolve. The group
announced its dissolution
in May, formally ending its
armed campaign. In July,
the disarmament process
began with a symbolic ce-
remony in northern Iraq,
where PKK burned their
weapons. Since then, An-
kara has been building the
legal and institutional fra-
mework around what the
government calls “Terror-
Free Turkiye”.

His February call made
him an important channel
of communication bet-
ween the organisation and
Ankara. The DEM Party,
Turkiye’s main Kurdish
political movement, has al-
so helped facilitate com-
munication between Mr.
Ocalan and the
government.

The immediate chal-
lenge now is to see how the
law will come into force.
The measures will take ef-
fect only after Turkiye’s Na-
tional Security Council —
chaired by President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan — con�rms
that the PKK has dissolved
and surrendered its wea-
pons. The Council is ex-
pected to consider �ndings
from Turkish security insti-
tutions at its October
meeting.

Back to society
Turkiye-PKK peace process

A law introduced as part of the peace initiative o�ers conditional suspension of prison sentences

and pauses ongoing investigations or trials for PKK-linked o�ences for 5-10 years

Smriti Sudesh
REUTERS
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BY ANIL BHAT

This book has been sponsored by
Bharat Global Industries Forum
(BGIF), a premier national think-
and-action platform uniting
India’s top corporations, policy-
makers, and global investors to
support the concept and accom-
plishment of Atmanirbhar Bharat
(self-reliant India) and helping
this nation to grow into a man-
ufacturing hub with a $30 trillion
economy. 

The central theme of the book
aims at Vision 2047 going beyond
headline numbers of GDP ($30
Trillion) and GDP per capita
($18000/-) to the overall well
being of ordinary citizens. NITI
Ayog’s ambitions of creating an
India of 2047 where the citizens
are intimately connected to gov-
ernance, assured best of educa-
tion, health care, social services
and public infrastructure are dis-
cussed against the backdrop of
past inertia and baggage of
organisational slack. 

He describes the unsatisfacto-
ry state of private sector invest-
ment in R&D and the inefficien-
cies of SMEs. At the same time
some early silver linings are also
highlighted - like the high per-
centage of indigenous defense
systems, India’s achievements in
space, quantum computing and
semi-conductors. The unique
feature of author’s style is his
dependence on hard data
without diluting the readability
for an ordinary student of the
subject.     

In a broader sense linking
'Viksit Bharat 2047 Vision' to the
three major pillars- economy,
national security and geopolitics
makes the road to 2047 much
more distinct and meaningful.
Students of macro and political
economy will find the chapter on

economy very lucid and informa-
tive as it links the current milieu
with the ancient - Kautilya’s
Arthashastra; and western eco-
nomic philosophy of Adam
Smith. 

The book highlights the Indian
philosophy of oneness of human-
ity. Ekatmavad, or Integral
Humanism, is a socio-economic
and political philosophy pro-
pounded by Pandit Deendayal
Upadhyaya in 1964. It presents an
integrated approach to human
existence, balancing individual
needs with societal welfare.

The author has emphasised
that national security should not
be looked at only in terms of mil-
itary strength, but holistically
and that defense expenditure
should be viewed as economic
investment. The issues of indi-
genisation of defense production
have been very lucidly explained
with the help of case study on HF
24 and LCA Tejas and the overall
strength of Indian Air Force. 

On geopolitics the book has
exposed to the global challenges
arising out of national ambi-
tions based on power, assumed
roles in global affairs and theol-

ogy driven undercurrents that
trigger conflicts. India’s strength,
challenges, compulsions and
their impact on achieving the
vision 2047 have been neatly
explained. The author has done
well to bring out the role of soft
power in achieving geopolitical
goals.

Since the Bharatiya Janata
Party came to power under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in 2014,
India has witnessed a profound
shift toward mainstreaming
Hindu civilizational identity and
state-backed cultural national-
ism. This movement views its
current trajectory as a long-
overdue decolonization and
public reclamation of indige-
nous heritage, contrasting
sharply with decades of post-
independence "secular" gover-
nance. This post-2014 era in India
is at last emerging as a vital cor-
rection to centuries of cultural
and political marginalization,
during which foreign Islamic
rulers and British colonial powers
suppressed native Hindu identi-
ty, history, and traditions. This
political shift in 2014 of democ-
ratic reassertion of India’s indige-
nous civilizational ethos was
waiting to happen.

Massive development of roads,
railways, and ports; growth in
manufacturing through produc-
tion incentives; expansion of the
tech and renewable energy
sectors and strong domestic con-
sumption of the rising middle
class are indications of the strong
possibility of the aims stated.  The
author served in the Corps of
Signals and retired in 2006 as
Deputy Director General of Army
Signals Intelligence.  

Col Anil Bhat, VSM (Retd) is a strategic
affairs analyst and former Defence Ministry

and Indian Army spokesperson.

Power has traditionally been understood
in fairly straightforward terms, economic
strength, military capability, technological
advancement and political influence. But
in today’s interconnected world, there is
another form of power that is becoming
equally important: the ability of a country
to attract, inspire and influence without
coercion. That is the power of soft power.

India has always possessed it. What is
changing now is the scale of the opportu-
nity before us. In his Independence Day
address, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
identified soft power as one of the seven
Saptadharas that can take India towards
greater national strength, alongside man-
ufacturing, agriculture and food process-
ing, technology and innovation, infra-
structure, defence, and the green and
blue economy. The inclusion of soft power
in this framework is significant because it
places culture, creativity and global influ-
ence within the larger developmental
vision of Viksit Bharat.

For India, soft power is not something
that needs to be artificially created. It
already exists in extraordinary depth. Yoga
is today practised across continents.
Ayurveda has found growing internation-
al interest. Indian cinema and music travel
far beyond the country’s borders. Indian
food has become part of everyday life in
cities across the world. Our spiritual tradi-
tions, festivals, textiles, classical arts, liter-
ature and philosophies have shaped per-
ceptions of India for generations. But pos-
sessing cultural richness and converting it
into sustained global influence are two dif-
ferent things. That is where India’s next
opportunity lies.

There is a broader understanding of soft
power beyond the traditional ideas of her-
itage and culture. It connects yoga, Ayurveda
and tourism with newer sectors such as VFX,
animation, gaming and the creative
economy. It also identifies wildlife, nation-
al parks, major sporting events and the
rapidly growing concert economy as areas
through which India can attract the world
and showcase its capabilities. This is an
important shift. Soft power today is no
longer only about how much of a country’s
past the world admires. It is also about how
relevant that country feels in the present.

India has one of the oldest civilisations
in the world, but it also has one of the
youngest populations. Our global identity,
therefore, cannot rest only on ancient
temples, classical traditions or historical
achievements. It must also include contem-
porary India, its filmmakers, designers,

musicians, gamers, anima-
tors, athletes, entrepreneurs and digital
creators. The real power lies in bring-
ing both together.

India should be able to speak to the
world through yoga and artificial intel-
ligence, Ayurveda and animation, clas-
sical music and gaming, ancient knowledge
systems and cutting-edge digital creativi-
ty. These are not contradictions. In fact, they
are what make India distinctive. The cre-
ative economy is particularly important in
this context. Countries increasingly shape
global perceptions through the stories
they tell. Cinema, television, music, gaming
and digital content reach people in ways
that formal diplomacy often cannot. They
enter homes, influence taste, create famil-
iarity and build emotional connections.

A person may know very little about the
politics or foreign policy of a country and
yet feel deeply connected to it because of
its films, food, music or culture. That emo-
tional familiarity matters. When people
admire a country’s culture, they become
curious about the country itself. Curiosity
can lead to tourism, education, business
engagement and deeper people-to-people
ties. In that sense, soft power is not sepa-
rate from economic development; it can
actively contribute to it.

Tourism is perhaps one of the clearest
examples. India has extraordinary geo-
graphical and cultural diversity, from the
Himalayas and the deserts of Rajasthan to
wildlife reserves, coastal regions, heritage
cities, spiritual centres and the North-
East. Yet the potential of these assets as
instruments of global influence remains far
greater than what we currently realise.

The Prime Minister specifically high-
lighted wildlife, national parks and tourism
as areas through which India can draw
global visitors. A tourist who visits India
does much more than spend money here.
They experience the country personally.
They interact with people, encounter its
culture and carry those experiences back
with them. In that sense, every positive
visitor experience becomes a form of
informal diplomacy. 

International sporting events and the
concert economy are becoming the new
areas of opportunity. Hosting major global
events does not simply generate revenue.
It places a country at the centre of global
attention. It showcases infrastructure, cities,
culture and organizational capability. It

also creates memories associated with a
country that can last far beyond the event
itself. India’s improving international sport-
ing presence and its ambitions around
major sporting events therefore have a larger
significance as well. There is also an econom-
ic argument for taking soft power more seri-
ously. Culture today is an industry.

Films generate tourism. Music creates
events and digital revenue. Gaming creates
valuable intellectual property. Wellness tra-
ditions create global markets. Cuisine sup-
ports food exports and restaurant business-
es. Heritage sustains tourism economies.
Sporting events create opportunities across
hospitality, transport, advertising and
broadcasting. Soft power can therefore
create a chain of value: cultural visibility
creates curiosity; curiosity creates engage-
ment; engagement creates trust; and trust
can eventually create economic and strate-
gic opportunities. But for India to fully
realise this potential, one important shift
is necessary. We have to move from simply
being proud of our culture to becoming
better at presenting it to the world. That
means investing in creators, institutions
and platforms. It means supporting anima-
tion, films, gaming, music and design at
international standards. It means better
preservation and presentation of heritage.
It means making tourism seamless, safe
and globally competitive. It means
strengthening translation so that Indian lit-
erature and ideas can travel across lan-
guages. It means helping regional stories
find global audiences rather than reducing
India to a few familiar cultural symbols.

India’s greatest strength here may actu-
ally be its diversity. There is no single Indian

story. There are thousands of them. Every
region offers its own food, music, language,
landscape, literature, craft, history and cul-
tural tradition. If these are given global plat-
forms, India does not merely have one
source of soft power; it has an almost lim-
itless reservoir of them.

There is, however, one condition. Soft
power works only when it is credible. A
country cannot build long-term influence
through projection alone. What the world
sees must ultimately connect with what the
country is. The Prime Minister himself
linked India’s growing international respect
with the country’s political stability, vibrant
democracy, judicial system and constitu-
tional framework.  Reputation is strongest
when it is backed by reality. That is why soft
power should not be viewed as publicity.
It is something much deeper. It is the cumu-
lative impression created by a country’s
culture, institutions, people, achievements
and behaviour. For India, this makes soft
power an extraordinary force multiplier.
Manufacturing can make India competitive.
Technology can make India innovative.
Defence can make India secure. Economic
growth can make India influential. But soft
power can make India relatable. It can
make people across the world feel that they
know India, understand India and want to
engage with India.

As India moves towards the goal of Viksit
Bharat, this dimension of national growth
deserves far greater attention. Becoming
a developed country is not only about
expanding economic capacity. It is also
about expanding the space a country
occupies in the imagination of the world.

India already has the stories, traditions,
knowledge, landscapes and talent. The next
step is to give them the scale, confidence and
platforms they deserve. Because in the
decades ahead, the countries that shape the
world will not only be those that produce the
most or possess the most. They will also be
the countries that inspire the most.

The author is a Commentator and Writer on Cinema,
Branding, Media Management and Geo-Strategic

Communication.  Inputs provided by Zoya Ahmad and
Vaishnavie Srinivasan 
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Aries (Mesh): The opening days may feel slower

than expected, and some unfinished thoughts

need attention before you move ahead. Once the

Moon enters Aries, confidence returns and

personal matters begin moving more quickly.

Taurus later shifts attention towards money,

family and practical priorities. By Saturday,

conversations become easier. Avoid spending energy proving a

point that is already clear to you.

Taurus (Vrishabh): Friends, professional

contacts or longer-term plans may bring useful

support early in the week. The Aries phase then

encourages you to step back, rest or work

quietly behind the scenes. Once the Moon enters

Taurus, confidence and emotional steadiness

improve noticeably. Personal priorities become

easier to sort out. Late Saturday turns attention towards

finances and family arrangements that need a practical look.

Gemini (Mithun): Professional responsibilities

may be active at the start, and your judgement

could be noticed more than usual. Aries then

brings friends, networks and future plans into

the picture, helping a stalled idea regain

momentum. Taurus later asks you to slow down

and clear some mental clutter. By Saturday evening,

energy begins returning. A little distance may help you

recognise which commitments still deserve your time.

Cancer (Karka): Learning, travel or a broader

life question may occupy your thoughts during

the opening days. Aries then puts career and

responsibilities back in focus, making direct

action necessary in one area. Taurus brings

support through friends, colleagues or familiar

networks. The weekend becomes quieter internally.

You need not solve everything immediately; sometimes

knowing what can wait is also useful progress.

Leo (Simha): Shared finances, trust or an

emotionally sensitive matter may need calm

handling early in the week. Aries lifts the mood

and encourages learning, travel or a wider

perspective. Taurus then brings career matters

and public responsibilities into sharper focus.

Friday may feel especially grounded and purposeful.

By Saturday, support from friends or professional contacts can

make one practical matter easier than expected.

Virgo (Kanya): Relationships and one-to-one

discussions need attention at the beginning of the

week, especially where expectations have

remained unspoken. Aries may then bring shared

responsibilities, finances or trust issues into focus.

Taurus broadens perspective and supports learning

or future planning. Late Saturday turns attention

towards career matters. A straightforward conversation earlier in

the week may save unnecessary confusion later.

Libra (Tula): Work routines, health priorities or

unfinished tasks may need better organisation

early on. Aries then places relationships and

cooperation at the centre, making balanced

communication important. Taurus later deepens

the mood and may bring financial commitments

or emotional expectations into view. The weekend

opens a wider perspective. Do not let one uncomfortable

conversation convince you that the larger picture has changed.

Scorpio (Vrishchik): Creative interests,

children or personal plans may bring welcome

energy during the opening days. Aries then

turns attention towards work, routines and

health, where small improvements can be useful.

Taurus highlights relationships and close

partnerships later in the week. Friday feels steadier

and more cooperative. By Saturday, shared matters may need a

little more honesty. Listen carefully before assuming you know

the other person’s intention.

Sagittarius (Dhanu): Home, family or personal

arrangements may keep you occupied early in

the week. Aries then brings more confidence,

creativity and social energy, making the

middle phase feel lighter. Taurus restores

discipline and turns attention towards work,

health and everyday responsibilities. Late

Saturday puts relationships back in focus. Keep

the weekend flexible; another person’s plan may not move at

the same pace as yours.

Capricorn (Makar): Communication, paperwork

or short journeys may make the opening days

busy. Aries then shifts attention towards home

and family, where one practical decision may

need to be taken. Taurus later brings a lighter

mood through creativity, children or personal

interests. Friday supports simple pleasures rather

than unnecessary pressure. 

Aquarius (Kumbh): Financial priorities, family

responsibilities or questions of personal value

may need sensible handling at the start. Aries

then increases communication, movement and

useful exchanges of information. Taurus brings

attention towards home, comfort and emotional

security. Friday may encourage you to simplify rather

than expand. Late Saturday feels lighter and more expressive,

helping creativity or social plans return without much effort.

Pisces (Meen): With the Moon beginning the

week in Pisces, personal feelings and priorities

become stronger and easier to recognise. Use

the opening phase to understand what you

genuinely want before acting. Aries then turns

attention towards money and practical

arrangements. 

WEEKLY MOON SIGN FORECAST 

30 AUGUST - 5 SEPTEMBER

Dr Shanker Adawal
Astrologer, Author & Researcher

When Quiet Reflection Turns
into Practical Action

This forecast is based on your Moon Sign (Janma Rashi), which

often reflects day-to-day emotional and instinctive patterns

more closely than general Sun-sign readings.

Weekly Overview
The week opens with the Moon in Pisces, favouring reflection,

intuition and a quieter pace. Aries then brings movement,

initiative and more direct decisions. From Thursday, Taurus

steadies the mood and turns attention towards practical matters.

Friday adds a gentle note of devotion and simplicity, while late

Saturday brings a livelier, more communicative tone.

Moon Watch
The Moon’s quiet message for the week ahead. The waning

Moon begins reflectively, gathers courage in Aries and settles

into Taurus. The message is simple: understand first, act with

purpose, then give worthwhile decisions enough time 

to become steady.

CHAITANYA K PRASAD 

INDIA SHOULD BE ABLE TO
SPEAK TO THE WORLD
THROUGH YOGA AND AI,
AYURVEDA AND ANIMATION,
CLASSICAL MUSIC AND
GAMING, AND CUTTING-EDGE
DIGITAL CREATIVITY. THESE
ARE NOT CONTRADICTIONS

United Rivers...
They also highlight the enormous
investments, institutional capaci-
ty, long-term operational arrange-
ments, and significant environ-
mental and social trade-offs
required to develop and sustain
such large-scale inter-basin water
transfer systems.

There is no close global equiva-
lent to what Brahmaputra to
Cauvery and Godavari implies. A
system potentially connecting a
huge transboundary Himalayan
river with distant peninsular basins
across a federal country. The
absence of such a precedent does
not, by itself, settle the question of
whether such a system can be
developed. It does, however, mean
that India would be attempting
something for which there is no
established global blueprint to
simply replicate.

Climate change makes the ques-
tion more urgent. Historical rainfall
and river-flow patterns may no
longer provide a reliable guide to
future conditions. Changing
monsoon intensity and timing,
extreme rainfall, prolonged dry
spells and other hydrological shifts
could alter the reliability of project-
ed surpluses.    

Before the Brahmaputra is
declared a source of national water
security, India should therefore
publicly demonstrate the calcula-
tions. What is the dependable
surplus? How much is required
downstream? What storage is
required? What are the energy
and financial costs? How will the
system perform during water
scarcity? What alternatives have
been examined? Which states will
be affected? And what are the
implications for Bangladesh?

Most importantly, the public
should be able to see and scrutinise
these calculations. Ultimately, the
question is not whether India
should ever move water between

river basins. Water already moves
between basins through natural
hydrological connections. The
more important questions are
whether a proposed transfer is nec-
essary, how much water can actu-
ally be transferred without compro-
mising existing downstream needs,
and what its ecological, social,
economic and political conse-
quences would be. Any such pro-
posal must also be judged against
the enormous investments, institu-
tional capacity, long-term opera-
tional arrangements, and environ-
mental and social trade-offs that
large-scale inter-basin water trans-
fers entail.

The Brahmaputra makes this
debate especially consequential. It
is a river, a floodplain, a sediment
conveyor and the basis of mil-
lions of livelihoods, with its waters
continuing downstream as the
Jamuna.

So when India hears the phrase
Brahmaputra to Cauvery and
Godavari, the first response should
be to ask what exactly is being pro-
posed, what problem it is intend-
ed to solve, and whether its hydro-
logical, ecological, social, econom-
ic and institutional implications
have been adequately examined.
That means asking some very basic
questions. 

How much water? From where?
In which months? What qualifies as
surplus, and according to whose
calculations? Where would it be
stored? How would it be trans-
ferred? At what cost? Who would
benefit? Who would bear the risks?
And what happens when the river
does not behave as planners
expect?

India needs water security. But
before India attempts to connect its
great rivers, it must first demon-
strate that the water can, needs to
and should be moved.

A proposition is not yet a project.
A flood is not necessarily a surplus.
And a river is not a pipeline.
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TEAM AGENDA

Janmashtami, the birth
anniversary of Lord Krishna,
falls this year on September 4
(September 5 for Vaishnava
and ISKCON traditions),
marking the eighth avatar of
Vishnu’s descent to earth to
end the tyranny of King Kansa
and restore dharma. Krishna’s
midnight birth in a Mathura
prison cell to Devaki and
Vasudeva remains one of
Hinduism’s most cherished
stories - the child who would

g r o w

up to deliver the Bhagavad
Gita, teaching karma and devo-
tion to a fractious world. For
devotees, the day is less ritual
than homecoming: Bal Gopal,
the mischievous butter-steal-
ing infant, is welcomed back
into every household.

Celebrations open with a
day-long vrat, broken only
after the midnight Nishita Puja,
when Bal Gopal’s idol is bathed
in panchamrit, dressed in new
clothes and cradled in a jhula. 

Temples in Mathura
and Vrindavan hold
jagran through the
night; Maharashtra
and Gujarat erupt
the next morning
into Dahi Handi,
human pyramids
scaling for curd pots
slung high above the street
to re-enact Krishna’s boyhood
butter raids. Further south,
Gokulashtami unfolds more
quietly, with tiny rice-flour
footprints tracing Krishna’s
path from doorstep to altar.

But it is food that truly carries
the festival’s spirit. Its centre-
piece is Chappan Bhog - 56
dishes recalling the seven days
Krishna went without food
while holding aloft Govardhan
Hill, after which the Brajwasis
cooked him eight meals a day
to make up the loss. Makhan-
mishri, butter whipped with
sugar crystals, remains the
essential offering, alongside
panjiri, kheer, peda, rabri and
the honeycombed disc of
ghewar across the north. Once
presented to Bal Gopal, the
spread is distributed as prasad,
turning neighbourhoods into
one shared table. Fasting
devotees turn instead
to sabudana khichdi,
kuttu and singhara
f l o u r ,  

and fresh fruit, 
avoiding grain and

salt until the midnight 
vrat breaks.

Regional larders reshape
the feast entirely. Tamil Nadu
and Karnataka offer crunchy
seedai and murukku alongside
sweet aval; Maharashtra and
Gujarat pair Dahi Handi’s chaos
with shrikhand, poha and pan-
chamrut-laced ladoos; Bengal
answers with delicate sandesh
and rasgulla; Bihar fries up
vegetable taura fritters and
simmers makhane ki kheer;
and Puri’s Jagannath temple
sends out khichdi, dahi
pakhala and khaja as
mahaprasad. Across every
kitchen, though, one instinct
holds constant: Krishna is fed
first, and only then does the
household eat - devotion,
quite literally,
served on a
plate.

GYANESHWAR DAYAL

In a city brimming with
dining options, Sufiana by
Cherish stands out as a sanc-
tuary for those seeking more
than just a meal-it promises
a complete sensory experi-
ence that lingers long after
the last bite. Located within
The Anand Villas in Ashok
Vihar, this elegant 108-cover
restaurant has masterfully
crafted a space where tradi-
tional charm seamlessly
intertwines with contempo-
rary sophistication.

The  Culinary  Journey
Executive Chef Bharat V.

Sharma’s menu is a testa-
ment to thoughtful curation,
striking an impressive
balance between beloved
classics and innova-
tive creations. The
dal makhani
arrives velvety
and rich, its
depth of
f l a v o r
e a r n e d
through meticu-
lous preparation,

while the butter chicken
melts on the palate with
understated elegance.

However, it’s the experimen-
tal offerings-like the delicate
tulsi aur badam ke kofte and
earthy mushroom rarha-
that truly showcase the
kitchen’s creative ambition.
The diverse menu, span-
ning north Indian staples,
artisanal steaks, aromatic
Thai curries, and vibrant
Mexican plates, ensures
every palate finds its perfect
match. Each dish reflects a
commitment to quality
ingredients and technique
that never feels pretentious.

Ambiance  and  Design
The restaurant’s spacious

layout immediately puts you
at ease. Warm lighting,
thoughtfully appointed inte-
riors, and comfortable
seating create an inviting

sanctuary where conversa-
tions flow effortless-

ly. Whether
y o u ’ r e

celebrating a
milestone or enjoying a
casual evening, the relaxed
yet refined atmosphere
strikes that rare balance
between approachable and
elevated.

The  Soul  of  Hospitality
What truly sets Sufiana

apart is its genuine hospital-
ity. Drawing on two decades
of excellence with Cherish’s
hospitality legacy, the staff
anticipates needs with quiet
efficiency. Their warmth isn’t
performative-it feels authen-
tic and personal, transform-
ing service into genuine care.

Live  Music  Magic
The evening is elevated

further by live music that
complements rather than
overwhelms the dining 

experience. The
carefully

curated per-
formances create an
enchanting backdrop, adding
emotional depth to your
meal without interrupting
intimate conversations.

The  Verdict
Sufiana understands that

unforgettable moments
aren’t about complexity;
they’re about the conver-
gence of exceptional food,
genuine service, and wel-
coming ambiance. This is
where memories are made-
with people who matter,
over dishes that delight, in a
space that feels like home.
Sufiana doesn’t just serve
dinner; it orchestrates 
experiences.

At midnight in Mathura, temple bells ring,
conches sound and chants rise through the
streets as devotees mark the birth of Krishna.
In homes far beyond Braj, the same story is
retold through food. White butter recalls the mis-
chievous child of Gokul. Poha rem embers the
humility of Sudama’s offering. Sugar-palm fruit
is turned into Taler Bora in Bengal, while rice
flour becomes crisp seedai in Tamil Nadu.
Across India, ingredients, techniques and mem-
ories transform devotion into taste.
Janmashtami is therefore not simply a festival
with a special menu. It is a journey from
fasting to worship, from bhog to prasad, and
finally from an offering made to Krishna to food
shared among families and communities.

Celebrated in 2026 on Friday, 4 September,
Janmashtami falls on the Ashtami, or eighth
lunar day, of Krishna Paksha associated with
Krishna’s birth. The story begins in Mathura,
where Devaki and Vasudeva were imprisoned
by the tyrant Kansa. Tradition recounts that after
Krishna was born, Vasudeva carried the infant
across the Yamuna to Gokul, where he was
raised by Nanda and Yashoda. His childhood
unfolded in the pastoral world of Braj, among
cows, milk, curd and butter, before his life later
carried him from Mathura towards Dwarka. That
geography helps explain why food occupies such
an intimate place in Janmashtami. Krishna is
remembered not only through sacred narrative,
but through the foods associated with his
childhood, friendship, pastoral surroundings and
the regions that made his story their own. The
4 September date is also the one listed for the
2026 celebrations in Mathura.

The observance itself is shaped by restraint
before abundance. Many devotees fast through
the day, but the fast is not merely a dietary exer-
cise or a list of prohibited ingredients. It is a spir-
itual discipline intended to reduce everyday dis-
traction, cultivate self-control and turn attention
towards Krishna. Practices differ between
regions and traditions. Some devotees take fruit,
milk, nuts or foods prepared from permitted
fasting ingredients, while others observe a
stricter fast until the midnight worship. For
many, purity in preparation is as important as
abstention itself. What unites these practices is
the idea that restraint prepares the mind for
devotion. The day gradually moves towards
Nishita, the sacred midnight hour, when
Krishna’s birth is celebrated with prayer, singing,
abhisheka and the offering of food.

That offering also explains the difference
between food and prasad. A preparation
may begin in the kitchen as ordi-
nary food, but once it is pre-
pared with care, placed
before the deity as bhog
and offered in devo-
tion, it is received
back as prasad. The
transformation is
not one of ingredi-
ents but of
meaning. Food
that might other-
wise satisfy hunger
becomes some-
thing shared as
grace. This movement
from fasting to mid-

night worship, from bhog to
prasad and from prasad to
communal sharing gives
Janmashtami food its
spiritual structure. It
also explains why the
festival cannot be
understood simply
as a directory of
festive dishes.

At the centre of
this  tradit ion
stands Makhan
Mishri, perhaps the
most direct edible
memory of Krishna’s
chi ldhood.  Fresh
white butter is mixed
with crystals of mishri
and offered to Bal Krishna,
recalling the affectionate
image of Makhan Chor, the child
who stole butter from the homes of
Braj. Traditionally, curd is churned until the
butter separates, then the butter is washed, col-
lected and paired with sugar candy. Its simplic-
ity is precisely its strength. Few ingredients
could evoke Krishna’s pastoral world more
immediately. Makhan Mishri continues to be
closely associated with Krishna devotion in
Mathura and Vrindavan.

From the butter pots of Gokul, the story
moves naturally to Mathura Peda, one of the
defining foods of Krishna’s birthplace. Milk is
slowly reduced to khoya, roasted until it
develops a deeper caramelised flavour, then
mixed with sugar and cardamom before being
shaped into small rounds. During Janmashtami,
peda is prepared in large quantities in Mathura
and is also offered in temples and homes. Here,
the sweet does more than satisfy festive
appetite. It turns the sacred geography of
Mathura into something that can be carried
home, shared and remembered.

North Indian Janmashtami traditions also
include Dhaniya Panjiri, particularly in house-
holds where grains are avoided during the fast.
Coriander seeds or powder are gently roasted
until aromatic, then combined with ghee, pow-
dered sugar, coconut, makhana and nuts. The
unusual use of coriander gives it a flavour dis-
tinct from ordinary wheat-based panjiri.
Makhana Paag offers another charac-
teristic preparation. Fox
nuts are roasted in
ghee until crisp
and then bound
with sugar,
coconut, car-
damom and
sometimes
nuts or
raisins. Both
are prepared
as offerings and

later dis-
tributed as prasad,

reinforcing the festival’s association with ingre-
dients suited to fasting traditions while still pro-
ducing texture and richness.

The idea of abundance reaches its grandest
expression in Chhappan Bhog, the ceremoni-
al offering of fifty-six foods associated with
Krishna worship and often presented during
Janmashtami celebrations. Popular tradition
links the number fifty-six to the belief that
Krishna normally ate eight meals a day and
went without them during the seven days he
held up Govardhan Hill, leading devotees to
offer eight times seven dishes in gratitude. The
exact composition varies widely, and that vari-
ation is part of its character. Sweets, dairy
preparations, fruits, savouries and grains may
all appear depending on temple and region-
al custom. Chhappan Bhog is therefore less a
fixed recipe than a statement of devotion
expressed through abundance.

As Krishna’s story travels west, Janmashtami
food begins to take on distinctly regional forms.
In Maharashtra, Gopalkala, also known as
Dahikala, is especially associated with the cel-
ebrations surrounding Dahi Handi. Poha is
mixed with curd and ingredients such as cucum-
ber, grated coconut, roasted peanuts, coriander
and green chilli. Some versions add fruit or
soaked pulses. Cool, savoury and meant for
sharing, it recalls Krishna eating with his
cowherd companions and complements the

public spectacle of the handi filled with
curd or butter. Unlike a formal sweet

carefully shaped for presentation,
Gopalkala is mixed together and

shared communally, which is part
of its charm. Dahi Handi itself
remains one of Maharashtra’s
most prominent Janmashtami

traditions.
In some Gujarati households,

where devotion to Krishna is strong-
ly  connected with Dwarka,
Janmashtami menus absorb region-
al favourites while retaining the
larger themes of dairy,

fast ing and
offering.

P a t r a ,
made by spreading

a sweet, sour and spiced flour
paste over colocasia leaves, rolling and steam-
ing them before slicing, brings a layered
savoury element to the table. Malpuda uses a
batter of wheat flour and jaggery that is
rested and fried into small rounds, sometimes
finished with poppy seeds. Elaichi Shrikhand,
made by draining curd until thick and then
beating it with sugar and cardamom, returns
the menu to the dairy world so strongly asso-
ciated with Krishna. These are regional expres-
sions rather than compulsory Janmashtami
foods, and their value lies precisely in showing
how local households celebrate the same deity
in their own food language.

In Bengal, the festival enters the late monsoon
kitchen through Taler Bora. Ripe palmyra fruit
is pulped, combined with rice flour or wheat
flour, coconut and jaggery or sugar, then fried
into small golden fritters. The fruit ripens
around the Janmashtami season, so its presence
at the festival reflects not only devotion but
ecology and seasonality. The result is fragrant,
slightly dense and deeply regional. In Bengali
Janmashtami traditions, Taler Bora is prepared
as an offering before being shared, making it a
striking example of how a local ingredient can
become part of the larger story of Krishna.

Tamil Nadu’s Krishna Jayanthi traditions bring
some of the festival’s most distinctive savouries,
although they represent one regional branch of
a much wider celebration rather than the entire
Janmashtami table. Uppu Seedai is prepared
from rice flour and roasted urad dal flour mixed
with butter, sesame or cumin, salt and asafoeti-
da. The dough is rolled into tiny balls and fried
until crisp, a process that demands careful
control of moisture. Its sweet counterpart, Vella
Seedai, combines rice flour with jaggery, coconut
and cardamom. Together they produce one of
the most recognisable sweet-and-savoury pair-
ings associated with Krishna Jayanthi. Seedai and
thattai are also recognised among the regional
foods associated with Janmashtami celebrations.

Alongside them, Thattai is made by
flattening a seasoned rice-

flour dough into thin
discs before frying,

often with chilli,
sesame, asafoeti-
da and soaked
chana dal.
Thenkuzhal uses
rice and urad
flours pressed
through a mould

into crisp coils,
while Nei Appam

provides a softer
sweet contrast

through a batter of rice, jaggery, coconut and
cardamom cooked with ghee until

browned outside and tender within.
These preparations are valued not

only for their taste but for the skill
involved in shaping them. In
many homes, children learn by
watching elders roll seedai,
press thenkuzhal or turn
appam, allowing ritual knowl-
edge to pass almost invisibly
from one generation to
another.

Flattened rice creates
another bridge between regions

and stories. Vella Aval, made by
softening poha and combining it

with jaggery, coconut and car-
damom, recalls the beloved episode

of Sudama bringing Krishna a humble
gift of flattened rice. The story gives poha

a meaning beyond its ingredients. It
becomes a reminder that devotion is measured
not by extravagance but by sincerity. In some
southern households, the same ingredient
appears as Aval Puttu, where poha is combined
with jaggery and coconut, or Aval Payasam, in
which it is gently cooked with milk or coconut
milk into a softer sweet. The simplicity of aval
sits beautifully beside the grandeur of Chhappan
Bhog, showing that Krishna can be honoured
through abundance or through a modest 
offering given with affection.

Beverages carry the same devotional symbol-
ism. Panchamrit, made from milk, curd, ghee,
honey and sugar or mishri, is central to many
abhisheka rituals and is later received as prasad.
Sweetened milk scented with saffron or car-
damom may also be offered, while lassi and
chaas reflect the dairy culture of Braj and
western India. In different homes and temples,
these drinks vary in sweetness and seasoning,
but their common ingredients return again to
the cow, milk and curd that surround the
remembered world of Krishna’s childhood.
Even the act of drinking can therefore reinforce
the festival’s central imagery.

Taken together, these foods reveal two over-
lapping layers of Janmashtami. At the devotion-
al core are the broad themes of fasting, milk,
butter, curd, bhog, prasad and the midnight cel-
ebration of Krishna’s birth. Around that centre
sit regional expressions shaped by local crops,
techniques and inherited household practice.
Maharashtra gives Janmashtami Gopalkala,
Bengal gives it Taler Bora, Gujarat adapts famil-
iar regional foods for the occasion, and Tamil
Nadu’s Krishna Jayanthi is marked by seedai,
thattai and other carefully shaped offerings. The
festival does not become less unified because
its food changes from region to region. Its unity
lies in the intention behind the offering.

That may be Janmashtami’s most enduring
lesson about food. Heritage survives through
practice: in the butter churned at dawn, in the
peda patiently reduced over heat, in the seedai
rolled between fingers, in the poha mixed with
jaggery, and in the plate first placed before
Krishna before anyone else eats. Tradition
passes from one generation to another not only
through texts or ceremonies, but through
repeated gestures in the kitchen. This
Janmashtami, families can preserve that inher-
itance by preparing at least one traditional dish
with younger members, explaining why it is
made, whom it is offered to and what story it
carries. When the next generation learns both
the recipe and the reason behind it, food
becomes more than memory. It becomes a living
tradition, renewed every time bhog becomes
prasad and prasad is shared.

ANIL
RAJPUT

FOOD III
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(The writer is Secretary, Cuisine India Society)

“EAT FOOD. NOT TOO MUCH. 
MOSTLY PLANT”
— MICHAEL POLLAN

Sufiana: Where culinary excellence meets melodyA feast fit for the butter thief 

From

midnight prayers

to Chappan Bhog,

Janmashtami brings

devotion to the table, blending regional

flavours, cherished rituals and Krishna’s

playful spirit.

Makkhan se prasad : Krishna’s story through food

The flavours of Janmashtami



AMMA (SRI MATA AMRITANANDAMAYI DEVI)

Many years ago, when Amma was trav-
elling through Tamil Nadu, she was
giving rice, clothing, and other relief
to those who had lost their homes and
families to the 2004 Indian Ocean
Tsunami. A very old man came up to
her, and the moment the items
reached his hands, the poor man
broke down and wept aloud. 

“O God, to whom am I to give this
now? Who is left to me to cook a meal
from it?” And then his tears complete-
ly engulfed him. The tsunami had
carried away his house and all his
dear ones. That face, and that sorrow,
do not fade from Amma’s heart. For
all the brilliant scientists the world
over, no one could foretell the
tsunami was coming; and even had it
been foretold, nothing could have
stopped it. Our home, our belongings,
our parents, our children - any of it can
be lost in the blink of an eye. We have
seen the mightiest structures that
human hands have raised collapse
like a house of cards before nature’s
fury. 

This is happening because people
blinded by arrogance and wealth have
lost their sense of dharma; they are plun-
dering nature for their own selfish
gain. They have no regard for the
destructive impact this will have on
others. The harmony of nature is broken,
and this is the root cause of most of the
world’s disasters. Within our own life-
time we can see how greatly the
seasons have changed. Because of our
carelessness in guarding the soil, we
have watched the great cities of Keralam
go under in floods. Across the world,
many creatures and birds once seen
everywhere are nowhere to be found.
Why is this happening? 

In truth, we ourselves invite these
calamities. So long as we are unwill-
ing to cherish nature as we would a
mother, such destruction will keep
returning, like blows struck in the dark.
Each disaster is an alarm bell, calling
us to wake from a guilty sleep. And for

all our cruelty, Mother Nature goes on
loving us, even though today she lies
ill. She who once gave us everything,
l ike the wish-granting cow
Kamadhenu, has become a starved
and milkless cow.

Our numbers on this Earth continue
to grow, and growth itself is not the sin
- the question is how we take. There are
three types of people: those of prakri-
ti, who take only their own share and
think no further; those of vikriti, who
take their share and then snatch what
belongs to others; and those of samskri-
ti who take only as little as they need
and give away as much as they can. 

Look at Mother Nature Herself - she
takes only to give back a hundredfold.
If humanity is to survive, let us evolve
as samskriti: learning to take only what
we need to live peacefully and then
share the surplus with those who are
suffering. As the population increases,
it does not need to come at the cost
of ruin for all. 

This Earth is the dwelling place of
countless living things. It is a home
that belongs equally to all, from the
smallest of cells to the massive blue
whale to humankind as its guardians.
Under our vast sky of stars, let us delay

no longer to take responsibility for our
global family. 

The rhythm of Nature depends
upon how humanity proceeds. We see
this in the many natural disasters we
are facing and the sorrow this causes
to those left behind. But after our grief,
even if we are completely surround-
ed by darkness, we must keep the light
within aflame and use it to show the
path to others as well. Even if we
cannot completely remove their suf-
fering, despair lessens when it is
shared with others. 

Regardless of the destruction we
have witnessed, we do not need to
remain bound by our mistakes. Look
forward with strength and hope. Each
one of us can do our own small part to
help restore the natural world. We
should perform these actions with
utmost faith and alertness, and yet with
a sense of detachment. Don’t be
attached to the fruits
of your actions. That is
in Mother Nature’s
hands.

So let  us  move
forward, one step at a
time. We are children
of  the Earth and,
therefore, must be
grateful for and take
care of everything She
gives. It is our dharma
as humankind, the
most intelligent of
beings, to care for all
others, both sentient
and non-sentient.
When beauty,
harmony, and love
blossom in our  hearts ,  a  new 
age will dawn. 

SADHGURU

Right from ancient times, any number of
visitors have visited India, and so did the
great American writer and thinker Mark
Twain. After his short visit, he said,
“Anything that can ever be done either
by man or God has been done in this
land.”

Most Indians are not aware of the
depth of mysticism and spiritual process
that has happened and still continues to
happen in India. This land has always
been known as the spiritual capital of the
world, simply because no other culture
has looked at the inner sciences with as
much depth and understanding as this
culture has.

But in the last hundred years, because
of a very upstart-ish attitude towards life,
we have dropped many things. Because
of political and other kinds of dominance,
we have come to a kind of conclusion that
if something comes from the West it
becomes science; if it comes from the East
it becomes superstition.

Many of the things that your grand-
mothers would
have once told you
are today being dis-
covered in top sci-
entific laboratories
as “great” discov-
eries about human
nature. Everything
that they are saying
after billion-dollar
research studies,
we have already
said in our culture,
because this is not
a culture which has
evolved out of com-
pulsions of living.
This is a culture
which was evolved

consciously by sages and saints —seeing
how you should sit, how you should
stand, and how you should eat. It was
designed for what is best for human well-
being, and there is immense scientific
value in it.

Today, particularly in the last few

years, a phenomenal amount of research
has gone into water and the potential of
water. One thing scientists are saying is
that water has memory. Like a fluid
memory bank, water remembers what-
ever it comes in touch with. For example,
if I take a glass of water in my hand, look
at it in a certain way and give it to you,
wellbeing will come to you. If I look at it
another way and give it to you, you will
fall sick tonight.

In this culture, we have always known
that water has memory. This is why in tra-
ditional homes, people keep a copper
vessel which they wash every day, do a
pooja for, and only then fill it with water
to drink. What you call as teerth is just this.
You may have seen how people struggle
to get that one drop of teerth from the
temple. Even if you are a billionaire, you
are still dying for that one drop of water
because you want to take in water
which has the memory of the Divine.

Today, there are a lot of studies
showing how a pregnant woman eats,
what kind of people she is with, what she
is exposed to has a huge impact on the
next generation of people. But over the
last few decades, fully pregnant women
have been in trains, buses and bars. They

are drinking and smoking. When asked,
“Won’t this have an impact on the
baby?” people would say, “No. We
studied the blood parameters, nothing
happened.” Now, after fifty years of that
culture, there are a lot of studies saying
that it is actually having an impact for
many generations of people.

In India, we have always been con-
scious about this. There is a whole
process from the moment a woman con-
ceives until delivery, and later on for as
long as the mother is breastfeeding the
child - what she should and should not
consume, what kind of people she
should meet, where she should go or not
go.

Science has done incredible things in
the last hundred years, no question. The
comfort and convenience that all of us are
enjoying today is essentially because of
the outcome of the scientific endeavor on
the planet. At the same time, the limita-
tion of science has been in trying to
achieve everything through physical
means - by measuring physical quantities,
going by the physical laws.

If only scientists, who have pursued
things so far into physical reality, pay a
little attention to the most fundamental
physicality which is themselves, if they
spend an equal amount of time turning
inward rather than solely looking through
a telescope or a microscope, I think some-
thing phenomenal could come out of it.

There is an inner strength in Indian
culture that stems from a whole science
and technology of inner wellbeing -
right now the whole world is crying for
it. They have outer technology with
which they have done wonderful things
on the outside, but they are struggling
inside.

If we fall back on the knowledge bank
that we have in this country, it could be
the greatest asset — not only for this
nation’s wellbeing but for the world’s
wellbeing as well.
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In Paris, a city renowned for art, beauty, and culture, France’s first newly built traditional BAPS Hindu
Mandir is more than a remarkable example of Indian architecture. It stands as a living symbol of the

cultural bond between India and France

DR SWAMI GYANANANDDAS 

It was 7 July 1970. An aircraft travelling
from London to Mumbai made a brief
stop at Orly Airport in Paris. For the pas-
sengers, it was perhaps nothing more
than an ordinary pause in their
journey. Little did anyone know that,
in that brief halt, an invisible seed of
history was being sown.

Among the passengers was Swami
Yogiji Maharaj, who was returning to
India after consecrating a Hindu mandir
in London. At that moment, the vision-
ary guru asked two of his disciples,
Pramukh Swami Maharaj and Mahant
Swami Maharaj, to step off the aircraft.
Thus, for the first time, two swamis of
the Swaminarayan tradition set foot on
French soil, carrying the sacred murti of
Swaminarayan Bhagwan in their hands.
In accordance with their guru’s wish,
they descended from the aircraft,
paused in prayer, and then returned.

It was then that Yogiji Maharaj
expressed a profound resolve: “One day,
a beautiful mandir will be built in
Paris.” At that moment, there was no
land for a mandir, no construction
plan, no team of artisans, and no archi-
tectural blueprint. There was only the
divine resolve of a guru and an unshak-
able faith in God.

Time moved on. Years turned into
decades. Yet today, that sacred resolve
has pierced through the veil of time
and risen upon French soil as an
enduring monument.

This newly built mandir is not merely

a place of worship. It is also a compre-
hensive center for Indian culture, art,
education, and dialogue. Located at
Allée Madame de Montespan, 77600
Bussy-Saint-Georges, France, in the
eastern suburbs of Paris, the approxi-
mately 5,000-square-metre complex
has two principal dimensions: a tradi-
tional mandir on the upper level and a
cultural center, designed in the form of
a haveli, beneath it.

5 pinnacles, 10 magnificent domes, 20
monumental pillars adorned with intri-
cate carvings, 120 ornate windows, 49
sculptural character panels, and four ele-
gantly ornamented chhatris reflect the
timeless identity of traditional Indian
architecture. The sanctum, prayer hall,
and assembly hall further reveal the spir-
itual vision at the heart of the mandir.

Equally remarkable is the global col-
laboration embodied in its construction.
Different varieties of marble sourced
from Greece, India, Italy, and Vietnam,
along with sandstone from Gwalior in
India, have come together to give the
mandir a truly international character.
In India, skilled artisans painstakingly
hand-carved these stones with motifs
drawn from the classical traditions of
Hindu sculpture. These sculpted stones
then travelled to France, carrying with
them the artistic heritage of a civiliza-
tion thousands of years old, where
they were harmoniously integrated
with modern French engineering.

The grand haveli, built in the ancient
Maru-Gurjara architectural style, houses
an assembly hall, classrooms, exhibition

spaces, recreational areas, offices, and
other multipurpose facilities. The entire
complex thus becomes, at once, a place
for darshan, a center of learning, a
museum of culture, and a space where
people can come together.

Significantly, the complex stands
within the Esplanade des Religions et des
Cultures, an area where places of
worship representing different religious
traditions stand alongside one another,
a beautiful expression of mutual respect
and peaceful coexistence.

The forthcoming Festival of Culture,
to be held from 2 to 14 September, will
be a celebration of this broader vision.
A Vedic Mahayagna, a Palkhi proces-
sion, a journey on the River Seine, a
grand procession passing near some of
Paris’s celebrated landmarks, and a
variety of cultural programs will offer
more than festive occasions; they will
create opportunities for cultures to
meet and hearts to connect. The con-
secration and inauguration ceremony
by Mahant Swami Maharaj on 6
September will mark a defining
moment in this historic journey, with
devotees from across the continents
gathering to celebrate the mandir’s har-
monious blend of traditions. 

At a time when the world continues
to struggle with divisions, conflicts,
and cultural intolerance, a new cultur-
al landmark has emerged on French soil,
one that will stand as a living symbol of
the unity between two great civiliza-
tions: India and France.

The creator and spiritual inspiration
behind this mandir, Mahant Swami
Maharaj, says: “This mandir has not been
built to establish the identity of any one
community, but to bring people of
diverse identities closer to one another.
Its very construction carries an impor-
tant message: our paths may be differ-
ent, but the ground of respect and coex-
istence can be one.”

The dedication of the swamis and vol-
unteers in building this mandir is unfor-
gettable. Of course, some carved the
stones, some managed the arrange-
ments, and some prepared the meals,
but together, each one placed a piece
of their heart into this mandir.

The mandir that now stands in Paris
is not merely a symbol of India. It is a
symbol of a deeper faith: that when cul-
tures learn to respect one another,
boundaries begin to fade, and a new
mandir of humanity is built.

France’s first traditional
Hindu Mandir

A Culture Based on Inner Science

(Dr Swami Gyanananddas is a dedicated 
follower of the Swaminarayan tradition and has

earned a PhD from MS University)

Taking responsibility as
children of the earth

GURUDEV SRI SRI RAVI SHANKAR

In life, everyone goes through pleasant
and unpleasant times. Just walk ahead
with courage. Whenever there is a
problem, we either deny it, saying there
is no problem, or we sit down to worry
about it and make it bigger. Neither helps.
A problem doesn’t disappear when you
deny it, and it doesn’t get solved by wor-
rying about it.

The first thing is to acknowledge that
there is a problem. Then see it as small
and solvable. If it concerns people, keep
in touch with them rather than avoid
them. Talk less and give time a chance.
Get together and celebrate. When you
put the problem on the back burner for
a while, you often find that it gets
resolved in time.

When a problem comes, instead of
looking at the solution, we often keep
looking at how big it can become and
imagine the worst outcomes. But every
problem that comes in front of you is an
opportunity to discover the skill, talent,
and ability within you. It is there for you
to uncover your true potential.

The second thing is to see life from a
broader perspective. Look back at your
own life. How much time have you spent
worrying? Even though you worried so
much, things still happened as they
should have. And you realised there was
no need to worry.

Looking back at your own life gives
you strength. You have overcome many
difficulties in the past. This remem-
brance gives you confidence that you can
overcome challenges in the future too.
Challenges may come in new forms, but
challenges have always been there.

Have confidence in your own ability
and in your own fortune. Know that only
the best happens to you. Life moves in
the direction of the best. On the way, you
may find rough roads, but they are
taking you towards something better.

If these two things don’t work, there
is a third option: invoke the valour in you.
Tell yourself, “Come what may, I will
handle it. I have the power to overcome
this.” Know that you are never given a
problem that you cannot handle. When
you invoke this energy, this spirit to
counter a challenge, fear vanishes.

Trying times bring out the best in you.
Rewarding times give you the best of the
world. Life is a combination of both.

Life is often caught in storms. In those
moments, all your spiritual practices and
philosophical ideas may seem to fall
apart. But remember something very
important: you aren’t alone in those
trying hours. No storm can last forever.
Waves come, and for no reason, turmoil
is created in the mind. The storms rise
in you, but they never stay forever. They
subside after a while.

When the mind cools down and you
experience that inner softness and del-
icate aspect of yourself, a big relief
dawns in you. Peace and love are signif-
icant aspects of your true nature.

If the ocean thinks, “I am blue and nice
only when there is no storm,” it is under
the influence of a wrong idea. Even when
the storms are there, deep inside, the

ocean is still calm.
Every storm that has come into your

life has widened your horizon and deep-
ened your awareness. It has destroyed
some smallness inside you. A storm
comes into your life, whether you like it
or not, and pulls you out of your likes and
dislikes, your cravings and aversions.

When there is chaos, and you are sur-
rounded by problems, you need calm-
ness the most. When everything around
is peaceful, being peaceful is easy. But
when everything is falling apart, remain-
ing peaceful has real value.

Uncertainty can produce fear and
anxiety, but it can also bring enthusiasm,
joy, and a sense of thrill. When you know
you are on a roller-coaster ride, uncer-
tainty itself can become part of the expe-
rience. The uncertainty may remain, but
your relationship with it changes.

There are four ways to overcome a
tough situation. One is to have faith that
this tough situation too will pass.
Everything changes, and chaotic situa-
tions also change. The second is your
own experience. Just as you have had the
energy, courage, and strength to handle
problems in the past, you have them for
the future too.

The third is to share and serve others.
If you always think about yourself, your
problem becomes insurmountable.
When you open up and see what is hap-
pening in the world, you realise that you
aren’t the only one dealing with prob-
lems. The fourth is faith in a greater
power. What you cannot do by your
efforts, you can do by your prayers. You
aren’t alone in your trials and tribulations.
There is a higher power with you. Have
faith in that.

Wisdom from past experiences, spir-
itual practices, valour, and faith help you
sail through the rough patches of life.
Problems and challenges are there in
everyone’s Life. Wisdom and Devotion
give us the strength to overcome these
easily. During hard times, take special
care of your overall well-being. Keep the
body active. Go for walks; practise
Pranayamas, Sudarshan Kriya and med-
itation. These practices give you enor-
mous prana, or life energy, and strength-
en the mind and body, helping you over-
come difficult situations. And don’t skip
prayer-genuine, heartfelt prayer.

There will always be some flaw in
worldly activities. Don’t overthink or try
to find perfection in them. When we go
deeper on the spiritual path and in med-
itation, we learn to rise above the chal-
lenges.

Having this, you can move ahead in
life with confidence. That is why it is said

in Sanskrit: “Charaiveti! Charaiveti!
Charaiveti!”-Keep moving. Keep moving.
Keep moving!

In 2016, we organised the World
Culture Festival on the banks of the
Yamuna. Why did we choose the
Yamuna? In 2010, through the ‘Meri Dilli
Meri Yamuna’ campaign, thousands of
our volunteers had come together to
clean Delhi. We removed nearly 700
tonnes of waste-jerkins, slippers and all
kinds of rubbish-from the Yamuna.
Seeing the state of the river, I thought that
if people from all over the world came
to its banks for the World Culture
Festival, perhaps the attention of the
authorities would turn towards cleaning
and restoring it.

We obtained the required permissions
from all the concerned authorities. And
then we created something extraordi-
nary: a seven-acre floating stage, with
36,602 artists and people from 155 coun-
tries. Hundreds of dignitaries, heads of
state, and 2,500 religious and spiritual
leaders came from across the world.
Representatives of the Pope,
Dharmacharyas, the Grand Mufti of
Syria, leaders from Egypt, the US, Cuba,
Russia, Ukraine, ministers, Buddhist
monks from the Far East-people from dif-
ferent faiths, cultures and nations came
together on one platform. Around 3.7
million people attended the three-day
celebration.

We took utmost care of the environ-
ment. The stage was constructed using
metal sheets and pillars, without digging
into the ground. When we dismantled
it, there was grass still growing beneath
the plates. Yet, even before the event
began, allegations were made that we
had damaged the Yamuna floodplains.
The National Green Tribunal ordered us
to deposit ?5 crore as environmental
compensation, even though the event
had not yet begun. There were only two
days left and international dignitaries
from across the world were arriving. I did
not want to pay for something we had
not done. I said I was ready to go to jail,
but I would stand for the truth.
Eventually, with the programme at
stake, our people requested that we
comply with the order, and we deposit-
ed the amount while continuing to
contest the allegations.

The matter continued for years. There
was a media trial, and the allegation that
the World Culture Festival had damaged
the Yamuna was repeated again and
again. But we did not lose heart. We
stood by the truth with patience.

Today, after 10 years, the Supreme
Court has upheld the truth. It has vindi-
cated our stand. It set aside the NGT judg-
ment and all consequential and interim
actions against us, and directed that the
`5 crore deposited in compliance with
the NGT order be refunded. More impor-
tantly, the Court found that the materi-
al on record did not establish the neces-
sary causal link between the event and
the alleged environmental degradation.

This was a reminder of what I had
shared in 2017. Truth will always
Triumph; however, before that, lies will
have their dance.

(Sadhguru is a yogi, mystic and visionary, 
and a prominent spiritual leader. An author, poet,

and internationally-renowned speaker, Sadhguru’s
wit and piercing logic provoke and widen 

our perception of life)

(Sri Mata Amritanandamayi Devi, known simply
as Amma, is a spiritual master and humanitarian

who has given her darshan in the form of a motherly
embrace to more than 4 crore people. Listening to

the cries of the suffering, Amma leads the Mata
Amritanandamayi Math, an NGO that reaches

across more than 50 countries, working in the areas
of healthcare, disaster relief, education, gender

equality, and environmental restoration)

POWERED BY DAIV BHAKTI

Handling difficulties in life

Amma offering prayers after mass funeral rites
for those lost to the 2004 Tsunami in the area
surrounding Amritapuri Ashram
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The catastrophe unfolding along the Nepal-Tibet border 
is a warning that the Himalayas are entering an era in 
which disaster preparedness can no longer be based 
on yesterday’s understanding of mountain hazards. 

The immediate devastation is staggering: hundreds dead, 
hundreds more missing, villages and infrastructure swept away, 
and large numbers of pilgrims and tourists unaccounted for. 
But the more consequential story lies beyond the death toll. 
What happened exposes the vulnerability of a region where a 
rapidly changing natural environment now intersects with 
expanding human activity. 

The disaster was initially thought to have been triggered by 
an earthquake. Subsequent analysis points instead to a glacial 
collapse and debris flow, with ice, rock and sediment 
unleashing an extraordinary surge through river valleys. That 
distinction matters. Earthquakes can be monitored as 
geological events, but a cascading failure involving glaciers, 
landslides, rivers and unstable mountain slopes presents a 
much more complicated challenge. 

Climate change need not be declared the sole cause of this 
particular disaster to make the warning unmistakable. 
Himalayan glaciers are retreating, while warming permafrost 
can weaken the frozen material that helps stabilise steep 
mountain terrain. A warmer Himalaya does not automatically 
produce every landslide or flood, but it can alter the conditions 
under which such events occur.  

The danger is that hazards once regarded as exceptional may 
increasingly interact with one another. That has profound 
implications for countries downstream of the Himalayas. Nepal, 
China, India and Bhutan cannot treat glacial hazards as remote 
environmental problems. Millions of people live downstream 
from mountains containing enormous quantities of ice, rock 
and water. Roads, bridges, hydropower projects, towns and 
pilgrimage routes have steadily expanded into valleys where a 
sudden release of water and debris can travel with 
extraordinary speed. The immediate priority must be rescue 
and relief. But once the emergency subsides, governments will 
have to confront uncomfortable questions about whether 
existing infrastructure, land-use decisions and warning systems 
remain adequate for a changing Himalayan environment. 

The possibility of secondary flooding makes the issue even 
more urgent. Debris deposited in river channels can create 
unstable blockages that may subsequently fail, turning one 
disaster into a sequence of disasters. Early-warning systems 
designed principally around rainfall or conventional flooding 
may not be sufficient when the trigger is a collapse high above 
the valley. There is also a geopolitical dimension. The disaster 
crosses the Nepal-China border and involves citizens of 
numerous countries. Effective Himalayan disaster management 
consequently requires information-sharing and coordination 
that transcend national boundaries.  

Satellites, seismic monitoring, glacial surveillance and 
river-level data are useful only if warnings reach communities 
quickly enough to save lives. The lesson is not that every 
Himalayan glacier is about to collapse. It is that the margin for 
complacency is shrinking. The Himalayas are not merely a 
spectacular backdrop to South Asia. They are a living, changing 
system on which hundreds of millions depend. Governments 
that continue to plan infrastructure and disaster response as 
though the mountains were static are preparing for a climate 
that no longer exists.

India at eighty is a country of paradoxes 
so pronounced that they would seem 
implausible in any nation with a shorter 
or simpler history. It is simultaneously 

ancient and modern; it houses both a thriving 
space programme and villages without 
reliable drinking water; it is digitally 
sophisticated enough to move billions of 
transactions a day through mobile phones, 
and digitally so vulnerable that a poorly 
worded rumour can still ignite a riot. It is 
constitutionally egalitarian in its founding 
text and socially hierarchical in its lived 
practice. It is a rising power in the councils 
of the world and, within its own borders, a 
country where the accident of birth still 
determines, for too many citizens, the ceiling 
of their ambition. 

These are not contradictions to be 
embarrassed about; they are the honest 
description of a nation still completing a 
journey that began not in 1947 but continues 
today. Political independence ~ the transfer 
of sovereign authority from London to Delhi 
~ was achieved cleanly and finally on one 
August midnight. The larger project of 
making every Indian genuinely free has no 
such clean finish line. It is best understood 
not as a destination but as a series of ongoing 
paradoxes, each one a measure of distance 
still to travel. The Indian economy of 2026 
would be unrecognisable to the India of 
1947 ~ an economy that has grown from one 
of the poorest in the world into one of its 
largest, with a space programme, a nuclear 
deterrent, and an information-technology 
sector that serves clients on every continent. 
Millions have been lifted out of the most 
severe poverty over the past three decades; 
a large and growing middle class now exists 
where there was almost none. 

Yet growth and security are not the same 
thing, and it is here that the paradox bites 
hardest. A very large share of India’s workforce 
remains informally employed ~ without a 
written contract, a pension, health insurance, 
or any protection against being let go without 
notice. The gig and platform economy, 
celebrated for its flexibility, often delivers 
that flexibility at the cost of security: no 
fixed income, no benefits, and algorithmic 
management rather than human accountability. 

Youth unemployment and underemployment 

persist even as universities produce more 
graduates each year, because there is a 
mismatch between the skills taught and 
the jobs available. Women’s participation in 
the paid workforce remains stubbornly low 
by international standards, a loss not only 
to individual women but to the economy as 
a whole. The aspiration of a free citizen 
cannot be simply a larger number attached 
to the national income; it must be the security 
to plan a life, educate a child, and survive a 
setback without catastrophe. Growth without 
security is freedom deferred, not freedom 
delivered. India today produces enough food 
to feed itself and export the surplus. The 
Green Revolution, whatever its later ecological 
costs, ended the recurring famines that 
scarred the subcontinent for centuries. 
And yet a country that grows enough 
grain still carries one of the world’s 
heavier burdens of child malnutrition. 
The distinction between food security 
and nutritional security is not a technicality; 
it is the difference between a full stomach 
and a body and mind given every chance 
to develop. 

Maternal nutrition, dietary diversity, 
and the quality ~ not merely the quantity 
~ of what reaches a poor household’s 
plate remain unresolved questions eighty 
years after Independence. No nation that 
aspires to global leadership can regard 
hunger, even in its subtler nutritional 
form, as someone else’s unfinished business. 

Few of India’s recent achievements are as 
genuinely admired abroad as its digital 
public infrastructure ~ a biometric identity 
system, instant payments usable by a street 
vendor and a software engineer alike, and a 
scale of digital inclusion that older, wealthier 
democracies have struggled to match. This 
is a real accomplishment and deserves to 
be recorded as such. But the same digital 
transformation that has empowered so 
many has also opened a new frontier of 
vulnerability. Data protection remains a 
work in progress. Cybersecurity threats grow 
more sophisticated each year. Algorithmic 
systems increasingly shape what citizens 
see, believe, and buy, often without understanding 
how those choices are being made for them. 
Artificial intelligence promises efficiency 
even as it raises anxious questions about 
employment for a young workforce not yet 
equipped with the skills the new economy 
demands. And the same networks that 
spread useful information at extraordinary 
speed also spread fabricated images, doctored 
videos, and rumours capable of causing real 
violence. Citizens cannot exercise meaningful 
democratic choice without reliable information; 

a citizenry drowning in unverified content, 
however well-connected, is not a free citizenry. 
The next frontier of liberty in India will 
increasingly be fought not in the streets but 
in the feed ~ and it requires media literacy, 
responsible journalism, and thoughtful 
regulation in equal measure. 

Every Indian citizen, formally, is equal 
before the law, entitled to a fundamental 
right to be treated by the State as a bearer of 
dignity rather than a supplicant. The question 
worth asking ~ and one particularly familiar 
to anyone who has served within India's 
administrative machinery ~ is simpler and 
more searching: does the ordinary citizen 
actually experience the State as a servant 
and protector, or as an authority to be feared, 

negotiated with, and 
occasionally placated? 

The answer varies by district, 
by department, and by the 
citizen’s own resources. Where 
citizen charters exist and are 
honoured, where grievance 
redressal is prompt, where 
digitisation has removed the 
discretionary middleman 
from a routine transaction, 
the State does behave as a 
servant of the public. Where 
none of these exist, corruption 
f ills the vacuum ~ and 
corruption is not merely a 

financial offence recorded in an audit report. 
It is, more fundamentally, an enemy of 
freedom, because it converts citizenship 
into dependence. It is invariably the poorest 
who suffer most when a routine service ~ a 
ration card, a land record, a hospital bed ~ 
requires an unofficial payment that the 
wealthy can absorb without difficulty and 
the poor cannot. Transparency and digitisation 
have narrowed this gap in recent years; they 
have not closed it. This is also why local 
democracy matters more than it is usually 
given credit for. Panchayats and municipalities 
are where a citizen most often meets the 
State ~ over a drain that does not work, a 
school that has no teacher, a road that floods 
every monsoon. A democratic culture confined 
to Parliament and state assemblies, however 
vigorous, is an incomplete democracy. 
Decentralisation and genuine participatory 
governance below the national level are not 
administrative footnotes; they are where 
freedom is tested every single day. 

At eighty, India can no longer be described 
merely as a developing country seeking 
recognition. It sits, increasingly, at the table 
where the rules of the international order 
are discussed rather than merely accepted 

~ a leading voice for the Global South, a 
growing presence in space, defence, and 
technology, its diaspora influential across 
continents, its diplomacy increasingly 
self-assured. This, too, deserves recording 
as achievement rather than aspiration. 

But it invites an uncomfortable question 
that a confident nation ought to be willing 
to ask of itself: can global power genuinely 
coexist, over the long run, with unresolved 
domestic inequality? A nation’s authority 
abroad ultimately rests on the strength and 
fairness of the society it represents. India's 
growing weight in the world will be worth 
the most, and will last the longest, if it is 
built on a citizenry that is secure, educated, 
and treated with dignity at home ~ rather 
than in spite of the fact that too many of its 
own citizens are not. 

Underlying every one of these paradoxes 
is a single, more personal transition that 
India’s next chapter must complete: the shift 
from beneficiary to citizen. It is entirely 
reasonable for a citizen to ask what the 
government will provide ~ a subsidy, a 
scheme, a service. But a mature democracy 
also requires the citizen to ask a second, 
harder question: what rights do I possess, 
what responsibilities do I owe, and how can 
I participate in the life of my community 
rather than simply receive from it? 

Freedom cannot be entirely outsourced 
to politicians and administrators. It requires, 
from the citizen’s own side, respect for law, 
honest payment of taxes, protection of public 
property, tolerance of disagreement, responsible 
use of the vote, and a refusal to normalise 
the small bribe or the petty shortcut ~ 
because each of these, multiplied across a 
billion citizens, either sustains or corrodes 
the freedom the Constitution promises. 

India’s demographic profile makes this 
transition urgent rather than optional. The 
country has, for the coming two decades, 
one of the youngest populations of any 
major economy ~ a potential dividend of 
energy, aspiration, and entrepreneurship 
unmatched almost anywhere else. Whether 
that dividend becomes a genuine national 
asset or, through unemployment and 
inadequate education, a source of frustration 
and instability will depend less on any single 
policy than on whether this generation is 
raised as citizens in the fullest sense: informed, 
capable, and willing to participate. 

None of this argues that India should be 
despondent about its eightieth year. A 
country that has moved, within one long 
lifetime, from famine to food surplus, from 
a handful of literates to a mass higher-education 
system, from an economy dependent on 
aid to one courted for investment, has every 
right to mark this with pride. But pride and 
honesty are not opposites. The paradoxes 
described here ~ prosperous yet insecure, 
well-fed yet undernourished, digitally advanced 
yet digitally exposed, constitutionally equal 
yet administratively uneven, globally influential 
yet domestically unequal ~ are not indictments 
of the Republic. They are an honest map of 
the distance still to be covered between the 
independence secured in 1947 and the 
freedom promised in the Constitution that 
followed it. Closing that distance, steadily 
and in good faith, is the only fitting way to 
spend the next twenty-one years before 
India marks its centenary in 2047.

In a Reuters photo from late July, 
United States Treasury Secretary Scott 
Bessent can be seen holding a to-do 
list with just one item: purchase US$5 

billion to $10 billion worth of yen. As he 
explained soon thereafter, invoking the 
famous phrase that then-European Central 
Bank president Mario Draghi used to save 
the euro in 2012, US President Donald 
Trump’s administration will do “whatever 
it takes” to prop up the Japanese currency. 
Bessent’s public rationale for this surprise 
intervention was that the yen is undervalued, 
and that the US does not want to see a 
round of currency wars in which countries 
try to prop up their exports by undervaluing 
their currencies. Such conflicts do carry a 
powerful historical echo, given their role 
in destroying the world economy and 

threatening international peace in the 
1930s. The victorious Allied powers organized 
the 1944 Bretton Woods Conference precisely 
to prevent the kind of protectionism and 
currency wars that had produced World 
War II. But currency wars did return in the 
1980s, when a surging dollar led Americans 
to believe that the yen (along with Germany’s 
Deutsche mark) was 
undervalued. These suspicions 
then generated much academic 
research into whether currency 
interventions are effective. The 
overwhelming consensus was 
that they are not. A single 
intervention might move the 
markets for a short time, but in the longer 
run, economic fundamentals will reassert 
themselves and market pressures will 

return. The only enduring solution is to 
alter existing policy regimes.  

Both in the 1980s and now, a Japanese 
effort to address underlying fundamentals 
would involve higher interest rates and 
perhaps also a fiscal contraction, with the 
US simultaneously lowering interest rates 
and issuing less debt (implying its own 

fiscal contraction).  
But neither side is likely to undertake 

such measures. Japanese Prime Minister 
Sanae Takaichi has made it clear that 
she thinks interest rates are high 
enough; and barring a dramatic 
economic downturn, lower US rates 
would only fuel stock-market exuberance 

and inflation concerns.  
 Exactly as economic theory would 

suggest, the yen has already started to fall 

again since its immediate post-intervention 
surge. More and more interventions will 
be needed to achieve Bessent’s desired 
exchange-rate effect, but markets will treat 
them with increasing skepticism. Since 
everyone knows how interventions play 
out, they are typically reserved for dramatic 
market situations. Not since the Fukushima 
disaster in 2011 has the US sold yen, and 
not since the height of the 1997–98 Asian 
financial crisis has it bought yen. 

Meta’s agreement to pay up to $18 billion to settle 
claims that Facebook and Instagram harmed 
children marks a significant shift in the battle over 
the responsibilities of social media companies. The 

money is substantial. The more consequential part of the 
settlement, however, is what it says about who should bear the 
burden of keeping children safe online. 

The agreement follows a case brought initially by 29 US 
states, but the settlement extends across almost the entire 
United States. Meta will introduce restrictions including a 
default two-hour daily limit for teenage users, overnight 
blocking of notifications, school-hour limits, hidden likes and 
greater parental control. If other major platforms adopt 
comparable restrictions, the daily limit could fall to one hour. 

These measures matter because they challenge a business 
model that has traditionally treated engagement as an asset. 
The longer users remain on a platform, the more opportunities 
there are to collect data, display advertising and reinforce 
habitual use. Children, with less developed capacity to regulate 
their own behaviour, are particularly vulnerable to that logic. 

The settlement also exposes the weakness of relying 
primarily on parental vigilance. Meta has developed scores of 
safety tools, but a system that requires parents to understand, 
locate and activate dozens of controls effectively transfers 
responsibility from the platform to the household. Safety by 
default represents a different principle: the company that 
designs the environment should carry a substantial part of the 
responsibility for making it safe. Yet the settlement should not 
be mistaken for a global child-safety regime. Its legal 
obligations arise from US litigation and apply within the 
American regulatory framework.  

A teenager in India, Britain or elsewhere does not 
automatically acquire the same protections simply because 
Meta has agreed to provide them to American users. That does 
not make the settlement internationally insignificant. Quite the 
opposite. It creates a benchmark that regulators elsewhere can 
use. If a two-hour limit, night-time restrictions and stronger 
parental controls are considered necessary to protect American 
children, governments in other countries will have an  
obvious question to answer: why should their children receive 
weaker protection? 

The pressure will also extend beyond Meta. Social media 
companies compete for users, attention and advertising. If only 
one platform imposes meaningful restrictions, users may 
simply migrate to another. That is why the emerging contest is 
less about individual corporate responsibility and more about 
establishing common rules across an industry. 

The most important consequence, therefore, may not be the 
$18 billion payment. It is the possibility that child safety is 
becoming a condition of operating a social platform rather than 
a collection of optional features. America has not regulated the 
world's social media industry through this settlement. But it 
may have begun something more consequential: establishing a 
standard that the rest of the world will increasingly be expected 
to match. It is up to other countries to take the cue.

When  Mountains  Move 

The  Meta  Test 

India’s paradoxes ~ prosperous 
yet insecure, well-fed yet 
undernourished, digitally 
advanced yet digitally exposed, 
constitutionally equal yet 
administratively uneven, 
globally influential yet 
domestically unequal ~ are not 
indictments of the Republic. 
They are an honest map of the 
distance still to be covered 
between the independence 
secured in 1947 and the freedom 
promised in the Constitution 
that followed it
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CHAKRABARTI JITENDRANATH 
(Ex ISM) — In fond remembrance, who 
left us on this day in 1991. – Relatives, 
friends.

IN MEMORIAM

Oversight 
Sir, Apropos “Trust Gap” published today, 

the growing use of artificial intelligence 
makes the question of accountability 
increasingly important. AI systems can 
improve efficiency, but they should not 
become a substitute for human judgement 
in decisions affecting people’s rights, 
livelihoods or safety. Companies developing 
such systems must be transparent about 
their limitations and establish clear mechanisms 
for independent testing and grievance 
redressal. Governments, too, need regulations 
that protect users without discouraging 
useful innovation. Special attention should 
be given to data security, bias and the 
growing risk of excessive dependence on a 
few technology companies.  

Human oversight must remain central 
wherever AI is used in sensitive areas. Trust 
cannot be created by assurances alone. It 

depends on transparency, responsibility 
and the ability to question and correct 
decisions when technology causes harm. 

Yours, etc., B A Neboba, 
Perundurai, 27 August. 

 

Shameful  
Sir, It seems Haryana’s BJP government 

is dancing to Dera Sacha Sauda chief Ram 
Rahim’s tune. If not, how does he get a 
21-day furlough, which is the third time 
(for 40 days in January and another 30 
days in May) this year and the 17th overall 
that he has been released from jail on parole 
or furlough since he was sentenced by a 
special CBI court in August 2017.  

The decision of the Saini government 
also mocks Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
much hyped “Beti bachao, Beti parao” slogan. 
How can a hardcore criminal convicted for 
the rape of two female devotees and the 

murder of a journalist get such indulgence? 
Does the BJP need the support of rapists to 
get votes? The administration may as well 
start an open jail in his ashram and post 
officers there. Shame on the Haryana 
government!  

Yours, etc., Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee, 
Faridabad, 25 August. 

 

Furlough 
Sir, Gurmeet Ram Rahim, the chief of 

Dera Sacha Sauda has been convicted and 
is serving a sentence for rape. In nine years 
of his imprisonment, he has been released 
17 times. Now he is on a furlough for 21 
days. Surely, Ram Rahim must be having 
in his possession a file much more explosive 
than the Epstein Files! 

Whenever he goes back to jail, the Jail 
Superintendent cautions warders that the 
Holy man has returned for rest, after 

enlightening his loyal followers and asks 
them to be extra careful about his comforts. 

Yours, etc., Anil Bagarka,  
Mumbai, 26 August. 

 

Milestone 
Sir,  26 August marked a historic milestone 

for Akashvani Kolkata as it celebrated its 
centenary, reflecting a profound legacy 
within Bengal’s cultural and media history. 
The station remains remarkably vibrant, 
continuing to shape the daily lives of 
countless listeners across the region. Iconic 
broadcasts ~ including Pratyahiki, Anurodher 
Asor, Sobinoy Nibedon’, Mahila Mahal, 
Krishi Kothar Asor, and the essential 7:50 
PM local news bulletin (sthanio sangbad) 
~ highlight its enduring relevance and deep 
connection with its audience. 

Yours, etc., Sourish Misra, 
Kolkata, 26 August. 
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REMEMBERING 
DIDI ON RAKHI 

 
 
RUP NARAYAN DAS 
 

By the time this write-up appears in these 
columns, Rakhi would be past but its 
resonance would be still there in homes. 
I have never celebrated the festival of 

brother-sister bonding the way it is observed 
these days with all the paraphernalia and 
presentation of expensive gifts to sister(s). 

The corporates have assiduously monetised 
a solemn relation brazenly. Since Didi, the only 
sister of six brothers, is much older than me, we 
never had a slugfest, the way younger siblings 
fight these days. Although she was married long 
ago, I remember her on a day-to-day basis. The 
memories are so vivid and intense. 

When she was in school, I remember her 
giving me a bath with hot water boiled with 
stems of neem to cure me of a skin disease. I 
don’t remember if she ever tied Rakhi on my 
wrist till she got married and left home. Since 
she lived in a village after her marriage, she 
would send a simple rakhi in an envelope through 
the Post Office which invariably reached me in 
time, on or before the festival. In return I would 
send her money through a Money Order, and 
later through RTGS and now through Pay Phone. 
I think she would be more particular about 
Bhatrudyitiya, rather than Rakhi. 

I remember my visits to her village Jastrghari 
in Purba Midnapore. From Baleswar, I would 
get down from a rickety bus after a few hours of 
arduous journey at Neguan Chhak and get into 
a shared rickshaw. It was not a passenger rickshaw 
with seats and foldable overhead protection 
against sun and rain, but a multipurpose career 
with a flat wooden floor providing sitting space 
for passengers and goods as well. 

After a half-hour languorous journey navigating 
sandy fields interspersed with betel vines, I 
would reach her majestic single-storied sprawling 
house with a well-built veranda overlooking a 
swath of land, with a tube well near the house 
and bathrooms and urinals outside the house. 
Seeing me, she would be overwhelmed with 
sentiment and sometimes sob with tears rolling 
out of her eyes. She would ask me to wash my 
hands and feet at the tube well while her husband 
would operate the handle. Then I would sit on 
the wooden cot or chair on the veranda. Those 
days there was no electricity in her house, but 
the salubrious breeze would sooth me for a 
while. 

In the remote village, her father-in-law, the 
leading betel merchant of the area, had built the 
house with the profits he made from a business 
spread as far as Banares (Varanasi) and Bombay. 

If it were lunch time, she would invite me to 
the rear veranda overlooking the courtyard, seat 
me on a chatai while she served steaming rice, 
vegetable curry and machher jhol. In the afternoon, 
her husband would take me to the nearby Contai 
(Kanhi) town to buy shirt and pant pieces for 
me and then he would leave me at the bus stop. 
I would leave with a heavy heart.

ORDER RESTORED IN 
DELHI 

COMMUNAL CLASH 
Delhi, Aug. 

The communal situation continues to improve. 
Shops in Egerton Road opened rather late this 
morning, but the cloth market, as also the Hindu 
shops in the Muslim locality and the Muslim 
shops in the Hindu quarter of Chandni Chowk, 
remained closed. It is expected that things will 
return to normal to-morrow. The police are busy 
recording evidence, and have arrested five persons 
who were subsequently released on bail. Pickets 
still guard the affected area. 

 
 
 

TWENTY KILLED 

SERIOUS LANDSLIDE 
IN BURMA 
Simla, Aug. 

A communique issued by the Government 
reports a serious landslip in a mine in the 
Northern Shall States. It states:— “The Government 
of India regret to have to report a serious landslip 
at Tiger Camp, Bawd win Mine, Northern Shah 
States, Burma. The landslip occurred at about 6 
p.m. on the August 16 and devastated about 
seventy labourers' dwellings. As far as is known 
at present 20 dead bodies have been recovered 
and 24 injured persons rescued. Rescue work is 
in progress. An officer of the Mines Department 
is assisting in the rescue work, and will hold a 
full inquiry into the circumstances leading to 
the accident. The landslip is attributed to a 
heavy rain-fall on the August 14, 15 and 16.

ACROSS 
 

9    Brute concealing 

old record is to 

put things 

straight (9) 

10  Football team in 

very unfortunate 

article (5) 

11  Arab or Irish-

American taking 

first question?  

(5) 

12  Shades grass area 

where vision 

obscured (5,4) 

13  Kidnapped person 

and entertainer 

get on (7) 

14/1  Women�s 

magazine goes for 

Hitchcock film 

(3,4,8) 

16  Posh sons in boat 

cut fare from 

Japan (5) 

18  I felt that initially 

extravagant need 

to pay (3) 

19  Saintly 

gatekeeper�s 

famous rabbit  

(5) 

21/23  Helpful 

creature shows 

way to get good 

marks (7,6) 

22  Perfectionist�s 

fine American 

pickle (7) 

24  Substantial 

support for stars 

here? (5,4) 

26  One in dancing 

went to twist 

together (5) 

27/7  Trumpeter 

leaving band 

needs help with 

entourage 

assembled  

(5,8) 

28  Devastate a fort 

wounding number 

inside!  

(3,3,3) 

 

DOWN 
 

1    See 14 Across 

2    Crowd 

surrounding 

soldiers in  

swampy region  

(6) 

3    Frenchman, one 

stopping gift, 

shows total 

control (10) 

4    Sailor trapped in 

offensive likely to 

survive (6) 

5    Make small dish to 

hold one tart 

without filling  

(8) 

6    Really 

enthusiastic, great 

female singer 

turned up (4) 

7    See 27 Across 

8    China with crack 

not worth 

considering  

(6) 

15  Display attitude 

that�s no longer 

relevant? (10) 

17  Very old and wise 

person circling 

pitch  

(5-3) 

18  Silly to repeat 

work by Gilbert 

and Sullivan?  

(8) 

20  Kept talking 

though 

disheartened  

and betrayed  

(6,2) 

21  Smallest room 

with pictures 

showing film  

star  

(6) 

22  Presentation 

intended to  

reach Hancock 

shortly?  

(6) 

23  See 21 Across 

25  Actor Herbert 

leaves home?  

(4)
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NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters  in the  words required.  (By arrangement with The Independent, London)
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B K SINGH 
 

A new study conducted by 
Ben Mather affiliated to 
the  University  of 
Melbourne and three other 

scientists associated with the 
University of Sydney was published 
in “Communications, Earth and 
Environment” and explains how 
the movement of earth’s tectonic 
plates around its surface has played 
a major role in shaping global 
climate over the past 540 million 
years. The carbon cycle relating to 
movement of tectonic plates was 
not considered significant in the 
past; the new study explains how 
its role is so substantial. 

Carbon is the most important 
part of our life and is the third most 
abundant element besides hydrogen 
and helium. According to some 
estimates, the earth has 65,500 
billion metric tons of carbon. The 
bulk of it is stored in rocks and the 
remaining in oceans, atmosphere, 
plants, soil and fossil fuels. Carbon 
cycle maintains a balance that 
prevents its entry in the atmosphere, 
and thus stabilizes the earth’s 
temperature. In the warming world, 

every intellectual knows that excessive 
pumping of carbon in the atmosphere 
is the main cause of the planet’s 
warming. 

On a timescale of tens of million 
years, the earth has undergone 
changes in temperature from the 
extremely warm climate of the 
Cretaceous age (roughly 145 to 65 
million years ago) to the glacial 
climates of the Pleistocene age 
(roughly 1.8 million to 11,700 years 
ago) and up to the present Holocene 
Epoch. In a slow carbon cycle, 10 to 
100 million tons of carbon are moved 
to the atmosphere annually, whereas 
in the fast carbon cycle 1 to 100 
billion metric tons of carbon are 
moved to the atmosphere annually. 
Present global greenhouse gas 
emissions are 40 billion tons annually. 
Our emission at present thus matches 
with the fast carbon cycle.   

During the rainy season, atmospheric 
carbon combines with water and 
forms carbonic acid. The acid dissolves 
rocks in a process of chemical 
weathering and releases calcium, 
magnesium, sodium and potassium 
ions. In the ocean, calcium ions 
combine with bicarbonate ions to 
form calcium bicarbonate, which 

are consumed in shell building, corals 
and planktons.  Organisms after 
they perish sink to the seafloor. With 
passage of time, these turn to rocks. 

When the plates collide, heat is 
generated and the rock melts under 
extreme temperature and pressure. 
The heated rock turns into silicate 
minerals and releases carbon dioxide. 
Further, carbon dioxide is also 
released through volcanoes. Before 
industrialization begun in 1870, the 
amount of carbon dioxide the ocean 
received during chemical weathering 
of rocks was ventilated into the 
atmosphere from sea surfaces. After 
industrialization, carbon concentration 
in the atmosphere has gone up; the 
ocean cannot balance the exchange 
of carbon. The drop in carbon 
dioxide in the atmosphere caused 
additional cooling in the Pleistocene 
age and the rise in the level thereafter 
(for 11,700 years now) is linked to 
the present Holocene age. 

Ben Mather and Co.’s research 
suggest that the driving force behind 
the carbon cycle is far more complex 
than what was contemplated earlier. 
Volcanic arcs,  where chain of 
volcanoes erupt, are located in the 
region where earth’s tectonic plates 

converge. Melting of rocks unlocks 
carbon and brings it to the earth’s 
surface. The study finds that it is 
the mid ocean ridges and the 
continental rifts that have played 
a more significant role in driving 
carbon cycle. The rocks underneath 
the ocean appear to be intersecting 
the subduction zones, where tectonic 
plates converge.  Carbon dioxide is 
released back in the atmosphere. 

This is ‘deep carbon cycle’ and 
researchers have tracked the flow 
of carbon between earth’s molten 
interior, oceanic plates and the 
atmosphere using computer models. 
With this, major greenhouse and 
icehouse climates were predicted 
over last 540 million years. More 
carbon was released than trapped 
in carbon-carrying rocks in greenhouse 
periods, while the ocean’s absorption 
of carbon lowered the concentration 
of atmospheric carbon in icehouse 
climates. The key takeaway of the 
study is that deep-sea sediments 
play the key role in regulating 
atmospheric carbon, and can impact 
the climate of the globe at a geological 
time scale, narrated above. The 
older thought - that carbon emitted 
by volcanic arcs is the largest source 

- has been rejected by the study. 
Our research in the area of sea 
exploration should consider the 
study and ensure that deep sea 
sediments are not disturbed by any 
human action. 

Planktic calcifiers belonging to 
the phytoplankton family convert 
dissolved carbon into calcite and 
are responsible for sequestering vast 
amounts of atmospheric carbon into 
carbon-rich sediment deposited on 
the seafloor. If these are conserved, 
they will suck carbon dioxide in and 
would be beneficial in mitigating 
global warming.  Planktic calcifiers 
evolved only 200 million years ago 
and have spread over the world’s 
oceans about 150 million years ago. 
The conservation of this would be 
helpful in the present-day climate 
scenario, too. The study provides 
insights for future climate models, 
which is important in addressing 
how atmospheric carbon concentration 
is brought in control and mitigates 
global warming. The earth’s natural 
climate cycle is influenced by shifting 
tectonic plates and plays a major 
role in regulating climate, which can 
help us in predicting future climate 
scenarios in the background of human 
activities leading to climate disruptions 
and loss of lives and livelihoods. 

 
The writer is retired Head of Forest Force, 
Karnataka.

DR SCION SARMA 
 

The recent amendment to 
the Mines and Minerals 
(Development  and 
Regulation) Act, 1957, which 

received the President’s assent on 
17 August 2026, marks an important 
change in the fiscal framework 
governing India’s mineral sector. It 
restricts the States’ ability to impose 
their own taxes, cesses and similar 
levies  on mineral  r ights  and 
mineral-bearing land, except subject 
to  condit ions or  restr ict ions 
prescribed by the Government of 
India. This is important. 

The Centre’s Statement of Objects 
and Reasons gives five principal 
reasons for intervening: States were 
imposing levies at different rates; 
mining companies could face several 
overlapping taxes and cesses; new 
levies could be introduced after a 
mine had commenced operations; 
some demands could operate 
retrospectively; and, taken together, 
these could substantially increase 
the cost of mineral production. 

A concrete economic argument 
supports this concern. It is reported 
that medium-grade coal has a basic 
mine-site cost of about Rs 1,148 
per tonne, on which various taxes 
and statutory levies add roughly 
another Rs 1,139, taking the price 
to about Rs 2,287 per tonne. The 
Ministry of Mines has also examined 
how additional State taxes on coal 
and bauxite  could increase 
aluminium-production costs and 
affect international competitiveness. 

In these circumstances, such 
unpredictability could discourage 
extraction and investment, make 
some mines commercially unviable, 
ra ise  raw-material  costs  for 
downstream industries, and ultimately 
increase India’s dependence on 
imported minerals. The amendment 
therefore seeks to rationalise the 
taxation of mineral rights and 
mineral-bearing lands by providing 
that State Governments may impose 
specified taxes, cesses or similar 
levies only in accordance with 
conditions or restrictions prescribed 
by the Central Government. 

The stated objective of  the 
amendment is to address the problems 
arising from multiple and non-uniform 
State levies, retrospective demands 
and the introduction of additional 

imposts after mining operations 
have commenced. There is no doubt 
that the economic rationale underlying 
this reform deserves recognition. 

Mining and mineral-based industries 
require a taxation regime that is 
transparent ,  pre dictable  and 
internationally competitive. Excessive 
or uncertain taxation increases the 
cost of minerals, affects downstream 
industries such as steel, aluminum, 
cement and power, discourages 
fresh investment and, ultimately, 
increases dependence on imports. 
A degree of national rationalisation 
is therefore desirable. 

However, another dimension 
deserves equal consideration. Mineral 
resources are geographically located 
within particular States, and mining 
activity imposes substantial 
responsibilities upon those States. 
Roads and other infrastructure must 
support heavy mineral movement; 
mining regions require expenditure 
on water, environmental protection, 
rehabilitation, and social infrastructure; 
and the long-term ecological 
consequences of mineral extraction 
are borne predominantly by the 
producing regions. The 2026 amendment 
does not appear to create a new 
Central mining tax whose proceeds 
are collected by the Centre and then 
shared with the mineral-producing 
States. Rather, it restricts the States’ 
ability to impose their own taxes, 
cesses and similar levies on mineral 
rights and mineral-bearing land, 
except subject to conditions or 
restrictions prescribed by the Central 
Government. Mineral-bearing States 
therefore legitimately deserve an 
equitable share of the economic value 
generated from their natural resources. 

The Supreme Court’s landmark 
2024 judgment in Mineral Area 
Development Authority v. Steel 
Authority of India recognised the 
States’ constitutional competence 
to tax mineral-bearing land. It 
clarified that royalty is not itself a 
tax. The subsequent amendment 
has sought to establish reasonable 
limitations on State levies in the 
larger national interest. The question 
now is not whether such rationalisation 
should take place, but how the 
legit imate  f iscal  interests  of 
mineral-producing States are to be 
protected within the new framework. 

If the Government of India is 
restricting a constitutionally recognised 

source of State mineral taxation in 
the interest of having a nationally 
rationalised tax burden, should there 
be a compensating revenue-sharing 
arrangement for mineral-producing 
States? The mineral regime already 
provides precedents for ensuring 
that revenues generated from mineral 
resources accrue to the State in 
question. For example, even where 
the Central Government conducts 
auctions of specified critical-mineral 
concessions, the auction revenue 
accrues to the State Government. 
This underlying principle - that the 
State in which the resource occurs 
should appropriately participate in 
its economic benefit - deserves to 
be preserved as the new taxation 
framework evolves. 

The Government of West Bengal 
may therefore consider raising with 
the Government of India, at the 
appropriate stage of framing the 
conditions and restrictions under 
the amended Act, the need for an 
assured and transparent mechanism 
to  pro te ct  the  revenues of 
mineral-producing States. If the 
new framework substantially limits 
the States’ capacity to raise legitimate 
mineral-related revenues, consideration 
could be given to an appropriate 
compensatory or revenue-sharing 
arrangement. 

Such an arrangement need not 
necessarily replicate the GST 
mechanism. It could take the form 
of an assured share of mineral-related 
revenues, an enhanced mineral-linked 
devolution, a compensatory payment, 
or another formula evolved through 
consultation between the Centre 
and mineral-producing States. The 
essential principle should be that 
national uniformity in taxation 
should not result in the producing 
State disproportionately bearing 

the environmental, infrastructural 
and social costs of mineral extraction. 
At the same time, the economic 
benefits are dispersed nationally. 

West Bengal should accordingly 
support the objective of creating a 
competitive and predictable national 
mineral regime while seeking an 
equitable fiscal arrangement for 
mineral-bearing States. A cooperative 
framework which combines reasonable 
taxation of industry with reasonable 
compensation to the States would 
reconcile the requirements of 
industrial competitiveness, federal 
fiscal balance and responsible 
mineral development. 

This would be consistent with 
the larger principle of cooperative 
federalism: the nation should benefit 
from its mineral wealth, the industry 
should remain competitive, and the 
State from whose soil that wealth is 
extracted should receive a fair and 
predictable share of its value. 

While the amendment is an 
important step towards removing 
uncertainty arising from multiple, 
non-uniform and p o tential ly 
retrospective State levies, it may 
also be viewed as a missed opportunity 
for  a  more comprehensive 
rationalisation of the fiscal burden 
on the mining industry itself. Mining 
enterprises remain subject to a 
combination of royalty, auction 
premium, dead rent, District Mineral 
Foundation contributions, GST, 
transit charges and other statutory 
payments. The cumulative incidence 
of these imposts can materially 
affect the economic viability of 
mining, particularly for lower-grade 
deposits and smaller operators, 
and ultimately raises the cost of 
minerals supplied to downstream 
industries. 

The Government may consider 
undertaking a broader review of 
the total fiscal burden on mining - 
including royalty, auction premiums 
and other statutory contributions 
- with the objective of ensuring 
that domestic mineral production 
remains internationally competitive 
without compromising a fair and 
assure d revenue stream for 
mineral-bearing States. 

Besides, is also necessary to 
recognise that India’s long-term 
mineral security cannot be achieved 
through taxation, auctions and 
increased extraction alone. Research 

and technological innovation must 
become an integral part of mineral 
development. Particular emphasis 
is required on advanced exploration 
technologies, economical beneficiation 
of low-grade and complex ores, 
recovery of valuable and critical 
minerals from mine wastes and 
tailings, energy- and water-efficient 
processing, recycling, mine-safety 
technologies, modernisation of coal 
gasi f icat ion systems and 
environmentally sustainable methods 
of extraction.

The Government of India has 
already init iate d imp or tant 
programmes in these areas through 
the National Critical Mineral Mission, 
the National Mineral Exploration 
and Development Trust and the 
S&T-PRISM programme. The next 
step should be to ensure that research 
progresses beyond laboratory 
invest igat ion to  pi lo t- scale 
demonstration and commercial 
adoption by industry. 

There is an interesting gap worth 
pointing out. Under the National 
Critical Mineral Mission, nine 
institutions have now been recognised 
as Centres of Excellence - including 
IIT (ISM) Dhanbad, CSIR-NML 
Jamshe dp ur and C SIR-IMMT 
Bhubaneswar - but the Central 
Institute of Mining and Fuel Research, 
Dhanbad, is not among the nine 
designated CoEs.  Given CIMFR’s 
expertise in mining technology, 
coal and mineral processing, mine 
safety, environmental management, 
gasification and fuel science, it 
could provide the important bridge 
between mineral research and actual 
mining operations. 

The larger objective of mineral-sector 
reform should therefore be clear: 
rationalise the fiscal burden, protect 
an equitable share for mineral-bearing 
States, make domestic mining 
internationally competitive, encourage 
value addition rather than mere 
extraction, and place R&D and 
technological innovation at the 
centre of future mineral development. 
Such an approach would transform 
mineral policy from the regulation 
and taxation of a natural resource 
into an instrument for industrial 
competitiveness, technological 
self-reliance and balanced regional 
development. 

 
The writer is a chemist with specialisation in 
R&D management.

India’s mineral wealth must be shared fairly

The carbon cycle and our sea floor
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Shireen Quadri

T
HE Delhi Contemporary Art
Week (DCAW) returns to Bikan-
er House for its ninth edition
on August 31. Six women-led
Delhi galleries — Blueprint12,

Exhibit 320, Gallery Espace, Latitude 28,
Shrine Empire and Vadehra Art Gallery —
showcase the best of art at the Centre for
Contemporary Art (CCA), while two curat-
ed exhibitions (‘Bye-Bye Monsoon’ by
Adwait Singh and ‘This Animate Earth’ by
Annalisa Mansukhani) carry the ‘Week’
into the LTC and the Main Building. 

DCAW offers a cross-section of practice
from India and South Asia, circling cli-
mate, land, memory, identity, material
and belonging. Gallery Espace’s ‘Present-
ing Abundance’ asks the viewer to slow
down. Rooted partly in miniature tradi-
tions but moving towards abstraction, it
foregrounds detail, surface, colour and
ornament. Waswo X Waswo, Viswanath
Kuttum, Nandini Bagla Chirimar, Kishor
Shinde, Manjunath Kamath and Shobha
Broota are among the artists whose works
will be displayed. 

Renu Modi, founder/director of Gallery
Espace, calls DCAW “much more than an

exhibition platform”: a
place to foster new conversa-
tions and reach a wider pub-
lic. Through their continued
participation, she hopes to
“strengthen the cultural fab-

ric of the city while sup-
porting artists and

expanding apprecia-
tion for contem-
porary artistic

practices”.
Blueprint12

turns to the body.
‘Ways of Being
Seen’ spans paint-
ing, sculpture, pho-

tography, textiles, ceramics, drawing and
printmaking. If JK looks at queer visibili-
ty, Nameera Irshad’s work delves into dis-
placement and political violence. Shoneize
Akhtar looks at maternal memory, Dhiraj
Rabha at communities affected by insur-
gency, and Dhruvi Jain and Annanya
Dhanda at vulnerability and grief.

Shruti Parekh, Mojahid Musa, Shreeya
Dwivedi and Rahul Ghosh are also show-
ing their works. “We were drawn to the fig-
ure because it is one of the most enduring
subjects in art, yet it is never a fixed one,”
says Mandira Lamba of Blueprint12.

Latitude 28’s ‘Meridian’ brings 14 prac-
tices into relation through painting, textile,
photography, thread, sculpture, drawing
and assemblage. Hasseena Suresh, Sudip-
ta Das, Farhat Ali, Yogesh Ramkrishna,
Pradeep Thalawatta, Viraj Khanna, Sai
Karnekota and Kishwar Kiani take up
inheritance, land, the body, folklore,
domestic histories and the archive. 

“What excites me about this 9th edi-
tion of DCAW is how much it has grown
into a real meeting point for Indian con-

temporary art,” says Latitude 28
founder Bhavna Kakar.

Shrine Empire also avoids a single
theme. Its 14 artists from across South
Asia work through research, process and
material enquiry. Amitava, Arun Dev,
Chris Basumatary, Divya Singh, Jagath
Weerasinghe, Paribartana Mohanty, Sajan
Mani and Shanthamani Muddaiah dwell
on memory, landscape, displacement and
social and political histories.

Exhibit 320 takes a more material route.
Barkha Gupta examines home, architec-
ture and the body; Jaimini Jariwala uses
unravelling, cyanotype and imprint to
think about memory and erasure; and
Maitreyi Desai turns tree rings into
meditations on rootedness and home.
Deepak Kumar, Wahida Ahmed, Richa
Arya, Priyantha Udagedara and Yasmin
bring in labour, migration, ecology and
displacement.

“Delhi Contemporary Art Week has
become an important moment in the city’s
cultural calendar,” says Exhibit 320 director
Rasika Kajaria, who values its “spirit of col-

laboration and dialogue” and the chance to
present artists engaging with “memory,
materiality, and belonging”.

Vadehra Art Gallery’s ‘A Geography of
Tender Things’ has the most openly emo-
tional title of the six. In the works of its
artists, place can be physical, remem-
bered, psychic or unsettled. Anju
Dodiya’s ‘Studio Fragments’, first shown
at Frieze Masters in 2025, appears along-
side a new copper-plate painting by
Zaam Arif, woven ikat works by Hylo-
zoic/Desires, three new paintings by Sud-
hir Patwardhan and a photorealist work by
Atul Dodiya, continuing his engagement
with cinema. “Delhi Contemporary Art
Week is an important moment for the
city’s art community, bringing together
galleries, artists, collectors and audiences,”
says Roshini Vadehra.

In Adwait Singh’s ‘Bye-Bye Monsoon’,
extreme weather is the starting point.
Taking its cue from Amitav Ghosh’s
account of the tornado that struck north
Delhi in March 1978, it uses shifting mon-
soon patterns to think about a climatic

disorder. Real and metaphorical storms
ask what has brought us here. Artists
include Paribartana Mohanty, Sarker
Protick, Ravi Agarwal, Shanthamani
Muddaiah, Joya Mukerjee Logue, Firi
Rahman and Yasmin Jahan Nupur.

Annalisa Mansukhani’s ‘This Animate
Earth’ looks down to plants, roots and soil.
It treats the botanical world as a place
where memory, labour, caste, empire, own-
ership and extraction meet, while asking
whose knowledge of plants and land has
been valued. It looks at networks of roots,
pollination and symbiosis, moving beyond
a human-centred view of landscape.

What DCAW continues to offer, nine edi-
tions on, is a concentrated week in which
contemporary art can be encountered
without the scale and commercial pres-
sure of a conventional fair. The weather
outside, the plants underfoot, the places
we leave, the bodies we inhabit, the mem-
ories held by cloth, paper, paint, soil and
archive, almost everything, it seems, has
found its way into Bikaner House. 

— Quadri writes on art and culture
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6 galleries, 2 exhibitions, and a wider view of the world

A
VIBRANT upshot of Maharaja
Ranjit Singh’s progressive
reforms was patronage of the
arts, resulting in not just Pun-
jab flourishing as a centre for

cultural and artistic activities, but profound-
ly influencing the production and populari-
ty of Kashmir shawls. During his rule, these
shawls became highly coveted items,
embodying luxury and sophistication, and
became symbols of high fashion and status
in Europe, particularly in France and
Britain, where these adorned the wardrobes
of the elite. Giving a glimpse of the times
and the finesse of the craft is ‘Pashmina
Jewels: The Khanuja Family Collection of
Kashmir Shawls’ by Frank Ames.

As the name suggests, the book is based on
the collection of the Khanuja family based in
Phoenix, US. An oncologist by profession, Dr
Parvinderjit Singh Khanuja and his family
began as a collector of coins two decades ago,
but nurtured a strong fascination for collect-
ing Sikh-related artefacts along the way.

Dr Khanuja says his journey as a collector
took an inspiring turn when he came across
textile expert Frank Ames’ book, ‘Woven
Masterpieces of Sikh Heritage’. “Reading it
was a moment of revelation, and soon after,
I had the honour of meeting Frank himself.
I realised then that I was in the presence of
a true expert on Kashmir shawls, a man
who has dedicated much of his life to study-
ing these exquisite artefacts.”

Under Frank’s guidance, Dr Khanuja
curated a diverse collection of Kashmir
shawls, with a particular focus on those
from the Sikh period. The two have now col-
laborated on this book.

In the Introduction, Frank calls the
Khanuja Family Collection “a treasure trove

of Indian Kashmir shawls”, a vibrant narra-
tive spanning three centuries of exquisite
craftsmanship. “These shawls, intricately
woven with the traditional kani technique,
whisper tales of the ancient Himalayan
landscapes that envelop the valley.” 

Frank says the collection is important
because under Ranjit Singh’s patronage,
the Kashmir shawl experiences a renais-
sance, infusing it with an eclectic array of
exotic patterns. “This collection, therefore,
marks a key moment, shedding light on a
neglected chapter of the subcontinent’s
history, a revelation long overdue.” 

For Frank, recognising the Kashmir
shawl’s importance is to acknowledge the
tragic fragility of ancient cultures and how
in the blink of an eye the past may vanish
into oblivion. “As a symbol of wealth and
opulence in India, few textiles command as
much respect as the Kashmir shawl.”

He writes how its migration to Europe
quietly succeeded via the British
in the late 18th century, followed
by the French by means of the
returning officers of Napoleon’s
Egyptian campaigns (1798–1801).
If to be draped in glistening pash-
mina was the ultimate dream of
the aristocracy and landed gentry,
its origins remained a mystique.
“Pashmina from goats grazing at
5,000 metres had never before
been known to the West!” Histori-
an Jean-Marie Lafont writes in the
Foreword how Ranjit Singh’s
French army generals took a keen
interest in Kashmir shawls and
engaged in extensive trade with
France, taking the exquisite craft
to the European markets.

Besides examples from the
Mughal, Afghan and Dogra periods, this
volume unveils the exciting splendour of
Sikh weavings from a transformative peri-
od in Kashmir’s artistic saga. The reso-
nance of Sikh design extends far beyond
textiles, casting its influence across diverse
crafts worldwide. — TNS

Delhi Contemporary
Art Week returns for
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allowing people 
to encounter art
without the scale
and commercial

pressure of a
conventional fair
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The Khanuja Family Collection of shawls tells a storied tale, marked by opulence and intricacy of design 
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PK Basant

D
D KOSAMBI wrote a book
with the title ‘Introduction to
the Study of Indian History’ in
1956. It ignited a firestorm that
burnt down the basic assump-

tions of history writing in India. The India of
the extant narratives was a saga of kings and
conquerors. A student of history, on being
asked about the difference between Ashoka
and Akbar, might have said that both were
good kings… one a Buddhist and the other a
Muslim and trail off in a confused murmur.
Kosambi’s writings would revolutionise
answers to such questions. 

To him, history was a process in which all
our ancestors participated. He highlighted
transitions from foraging to agriculture, vil-
lage to city, tribe to caste, lineage to state.
Kings were located in the context of agri-
cultural expansion; changes in technolo-
gies were shown to spawn new instru-
ments of power. Gone were the schemes of
periodisation like Hindu India, Muslim
India. In the words of Romila Thapar,
“Kosambi brought a paradigm shift in the
writing of Indian history”. 

But who was Damodar Dharmananda
Kosambi? Ram Ramaswamy’s ‘DD Kosam-
bi: One Life, Many Worlds’ is an attempt to
probe the pasts of this man of Promethean
originality.  The biography moves along four

axes —  his family, friends and colleagues, his
work in the field of mathematics, his
research and writing on numismatics, San-
skrit and history, and his activism in the
international peace movements. His initial
work in maths was original and brilliant,
though he did not fulfil his early promise.

DDK was the son of the remarkable Bud-
dhist saint and intellectual, Dharmananda
Kosambi. Dharmananda’s academic
assignments at Harvard meant that the son
was substantially educated there. He
majored in mathematics. The Harvard sys-
tem ensured that he learnt Latin, Greek,
German, French, Spanish and Italian. He
had picked up Sanskrit and Pali at home. 

By the time this polyglot mathematician
returned to India, he had imbibed many
ideas of Marxism that would propel him
towards activism. After short teaching stints
at BHU and Aligarh, he took up a job at Fer-
gusson College, Pune. 

This was a creative period for DDK in
terms of the number and quality of publica-
tions. He was also studying Marxism in a sys-
tematic way. All this was happening in the
wake of the national movement of the 1930s,
in which Dharmananda, being part of Gand-
hi’s inner circle, was deeply involved. 

In this period of flux, the young DDK
would gradually move out of the abstraction
of mathematics and try statistics. Statistics
led him to study ancient coinage with inter-

esting insights into the economies of the
times when those coins were in use. He
believed that the coins were used by people
who dwelled in the Sanskrit texts. The next
step was creating critical editions of Sanskrit
texts, one of which was part of the Harvard
Oriental Series. This led to his sorties into
history as a discipline, and culminated in the
publication of ‘Introduction to the Study of
Indian History’. His mathematics floun-
dered and history flourished.

In Ramaswamy’s reconstruction, DDK
emerges as a difficult man who would use
the harshest of expressions for incompe-
tence or mistakes of men around him. So, his
prodigious scholarly output was answered
by a dismissal from Fergusson College. The

same pattern followed his removal from the
Tata Institute of Fundamental Research.

DDK was deeply invested in the World
Peace Council and similar bodies that tried
to organise movements to prevent a ‘Third
World War’. He travelled to different coun-
tries and interacted with many communists
and peace activists. He advocated destruc-
tion of the nuclear arsenal. It was a coura-
geous step for someone working with Homi
Bhabha, the creator of the nuclear estab-
lishment in India. DDK argued against
nuclear energy and wrote pieces support-
ing solar energy that would be less expen-
sive and decentralised. The issues he raised
echo even now in our debates about har-
nessing different forms of energy.

Kosambi died young, at 59. Now that 60
years have passed, what is there for us to
learn from him? Though an avowed Marx-
ist, his savage critique of communist veter-
an SA Dange’s book, ‘India from Primitive
Communism to Slavery’, showed that his
Marxism was not a substitute for thinking.
To him, it was a toolbox for a better under-
standing of the past and present. Both his
books on early India begin with quotations
from Marx. But what follows is an assertion
of disagreement with Marx’s idea of India.
Both books are richly illustrated. One illus-
tration shows a corpse being eaten by a dog,
with the subtitle, ‘Orissa Famine 1944’.

Clearly, Kosambi was simultaneously look-

ing at the past and the present. Today, our
educationists talk incoherently about inter-
disciplinary approaches. Kosambi wrote his
famous article, ‘Combined Methods in
Indology’, way back in 1963. All his writings
present an incredible weaving of informa-
tion from linguistics, archaeology, anthropo-
logical fieldwork, and the literature of the
Indo-European universe. We can only aspire
to emulate him. 

His ideas of discovering ‘living prehistory ’
through fieldwork remain an enduring lega-
cy. He explored the areas around Pune, a
stick in hand. He would scratch the earth
here and there and discover microliths that
revealed microhistories of those localities. 

He carefully observed marginalised peo-
ple. Many of the groups, according to him,
were survivors of foraging or pastoral
nomadic communities. This led him to dis-
cover a pattern of evolution in the forms of
aniconic and iconic images, and a symmetry
between economic life and forms of reli-
gious expression. It gave him the under-
standing of the transition from Bhairava
worship to Shiva worship. 

Historians need Kosambi’s X-ray vision.
Thank you, DD Kosambi, for being the Vir-
gil of this unended quest. And thank you,
Ram Ramaswamy, for this book.

— The reviewer retired as Professor
from the Dept of History and Culture,

Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi 

The importance of being DD Kosambi

Manisha Gangahar

S
OME books tell us about a life; oth-
ers about the lives that books make
possible. Shanta Gokhale’s ‘Of
Ancestors and Friends’ belongs to
the latter category. Walter Ben-

jamin remarked that books can bring back
not only thoughts but “images, memories”,
and this book becomes a site where reading
and remembering converge. Neither a con-
ventional memoir nor a literary commen-
tary, the essays shift between literature,
memory and cultural history, turning writers
and works into occasions for reflections on
art, language, society, friendship and time.

Gokhale’s lifelong intimacy with books
began early; by Class 8, she was already read-
ing Thomas Hardy. This early immersion
shaped the deeply discerning reader she
remained even in later life, giving every
book “a forty-page chance to engage”. That
spirit of sustained and attentive reading
informs ‘Of Ancestors and Friends’. The

appeal lies in its movement between the inti-
mate and the expansive. Memories open into
literary histories, encounters into cultural
reflections, and books into larger questions
about reading and the writers who remain
with us long after their pages are closed.

This literary world comes alive in the sec-
tion ‘Nearest Neighbours’, where Gokhale
turns to writers who enriched her reading
life and became friends and interlocutors.
Oscillating between recollection and con-
templation, the essays bring together voices
across languages. Her memories of growing
up with Marathi, Hindi and English lead nat-
urally to a deliberation on India’s multilin-
gual literary inheritance. 

Invoking Arun Kolatkar’s witty image of
having “a pencil sharpened at both ends”,
Gokhale presents language not as a bound-
ary but as a bridge between writers and read-
ers. Her portraits of Kiran Nagarkar, Jerry
Pinto and UR Ananthamurthy capture the
warmth of literary comradeship, as books
and encounters become occasions for dis-

covery, admiration and intellectual delight.
This intimacy between reader and book

finds vivid expression in Gokhale’s reflec-
tion on Salman Rushdie’s ‘Midnight’s Chil-
dren’: “the memory of ‘Midnight’s Chil-
dren’… inevitably brings on a wide smile and
a disbelieving shake of the head.” Her inter-
view with Rushdie deepens this response, as

she ponders over being one of his “mid-
night’s children”, a generation shaped by the
promises and contradictions of post-Inde-
pendence India. The novel becomes, for her,
a moment of recognition where memory, his-
tory and the wonder of reading fuse. It is in
such flashes that it is most affecting, showing
how books become woven into the emotion-
al texture of a life.

In the section ‘Old Friends’, Gokhale
evokes the masters of thought: Sartre, de
Beauvoir, Camus, Kafka. These are names
whose words, ideas and philosophies have
shaped Gokhale as a thinking being, and
whose intellectual presence endures as a
lifelong companionship: “When a writer
has… forced you to think hard resulting in
arguments against his arguments, then he
is to be recognised as one who has left a per-
manent mark on you.” At the heart of
Gokhale’s journey is the pleasure of return-
ing to books that have become part of her
inner life. To trace what she has read is to
trace the making of a mind — its ideas, sen-

sibilities, enthusiasms and ways of seeing.
Her “ancestor’s shelf,” crowned by ‘Anna
Karenina’, ‘Middlemarch’, ‘Madame
Bovary’, along with other titles, holds books
she rereads not for amusement or instruc-
tion, but “in order to live”. 

To read ‘Of Ancestors and Friends’ is to
enter Gokhale’s richly inhabited world of
books and rediscover the pleasure of reading
deeply — not merely to absorb literature’s
insights and oddities, but to let it shape one’s
convictions and life. More than a reading list,
it is an education in reading — with curiosi-
ty, perception and delight. 

We find ourselves reading books within the
book, as Gokhale’s graceful prose and sure
command of language convey, without
digression or excess, what makes each work
memorable. For readers who believe books
are not merely read but lived with,
Gokhale’s book is both an invitation and a
reminder of why we return to them.

— The reviewer teaches at 
GGDSD College, Chandigarh 
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THE HAUNTING OF DR SHAMSI 
& OTHER UNSETTLING TALES

by Ayesha Muzaffar.
Pan Macmillan.
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A dentist in 1990s’ Lahore begins to
notice strange patterns in his patients
— unnerving, unexplainable. In anoth-
er corner of the city, Farwah Sheraz’s
husband Faraz vanishes without a
trace. Bareera Khurram forgets con-
versations, hears voices, wakes up
bruised. Ayesha Muzaffar’s slow-burn-
ing horror stories draw from true
accounts.

OF ANCESTORS AND FRIENDS: 
A LIFE WITH BOOKS
by Shanta Gokhale.

Speaking Tiger.
Pages 309. ~599

Writers who remain with us long after their pages are closed

Elephant-Dragon dynamics
Sandeep Dikshit

F
OR the second time after his debut
book on India-China relations,
Shastri Ramachandaran has cap-
tured the bilateral relations at a
unique inflection point. 

Since the watershed moment of border hos-
tilities in 1962, India-China relations have
been marked by three conspicuous phases. An
intense chill was broken by Rajiv Gandhi’s
visit to China in 1988. A period of improve-
ment and almost-there normalisation took
place until the first Chinese incursions in 2013.
The ties have since been pockmarked by
improvement and regression. 

‘Chindia’ takes the reader through the high
point of the relations in Manmohan Singh
years, followed by a bumpy ride. Shastri’s
interest in Sino-India relations was ignited
by a 2008 visit to Beijing during the times of

a giddy upswing. He remained
connected thereafter, either by
long stays in China or through
intermittent journeys. 

In between, he saw ties coming
under a strain with the beginning
of Chinese intrusions in 2013.

Two more major military con-
frontations followed, along with
plenty of diplomatic provoca-
tions from both sides. The first
was India’s dalliance with exiled
separatists from the Uyghur and
Tibetan communities and its
vocal opposition to the Belt and
Road Initiative. Second, China
was the primary opponent to

India gaining Nuclear Suppliers
Group (NSG) membership and gave sta-
pled visas to Indians holding passports
issued in Jammu and Kashmir as well as
Arunachal Pradesh. 

This book is an insight into how mandarins
beavered away, through face-to-face interac-
tions, statements, speeches and planted arti-
cles, to salvage their national interests while
not letting the relationship run aground.

Shastri’s work is a wider window into a Chi-
na many Indian authors on the neighbour
are unaware of — the prevalence of faith heal-
ers and the spirited debate in Chinese
microblogging sites after a popular one was
busted by the authorities; the intricate plots
as a potential Chinese President, adored by

the people, is brought down; the hold of the
ancient over the modern in Tibet; and the
rivalry and hierarchy in the Chinese media.

There is also no shying away from spelling
out policy antimonies that have bedevilled
the carefully planned Chinese socio-eco-
nomic interventions, including the down-
side of the one-child policy or the failed move
to reintroduce bicycles in urban China. Nor
is there reticence to haul Indian diplomacy
over the coals when the occasion presented
itself, as in the NSG membership fiasco.
Shastri takes no sides, but has an upbeat per-
spective about the future trajectory.

There is, however, a missing portion about
the fabled Chinese gastronomy, especially
the panache in a formal banquet with its eti-
quette of toasting and the seating hierarchy.
Many of these customs draw on millennia of
imperial traditions and it is a mystery how
they survived the mayhem of the Cultural
Revolution.

Understandably, the border dispute occu-
pies a neat chunk. There has been no convinc-
ing explanation, either by former Indian
diplomats or by commentators close to the
Delhi security establishment, about the exact
impulse for the Chinese to squat on Indian
land after half a century of relative tranquilli-
ty. There is also no convincing explanation for
the fatal 2020 clashes in Galwan Valley. The
author enumerates all the possible reasons.

His assumption appears plausible given
that China has many more land neighbours
than India, but it has settled its border dis-
putes with 12, barring India and Bhutan. For
a more nuanced understanding, Shastri’s
earlier book, ‘Beyond Binaries’, is an essen-
tial companion.

In an interconnected world, no bilateral rela-
tionship can be free of the pulls and pressures
of the other actors on the world stage. Indeed,
third players actively sow discord when there
is growing bonhomie between two nations.
Conversely, multilateral forums also become
the stage for dousing hostility. This aspect
comes through while examining the impact of
the superpowers, India’s neighbours, group-
ings BRICS, SCO, SAARC and the Quad. 

For now, Shastri feels a slow turnaround is
happening. The Elephant and the Dragon
remain in the room, albeit in their respective
corners, keeping up expectations of the
resumption of the tango.

— The reviewer is a senior journalist

Partition ripples in Poonch
Kanwal Singh

M
UCH of the literature on
Partition is understand-
ably centred on Punjab
and Bengal, where the
scale of violence and dis-

placement has been extensively docu-
mented. Yet the upheavals of 1947 were
not confined to those regions. In the erst-
while princely state of Jammu and Kash-
mir, the violence and the tribal raids
uprooted thousands of families. Their sto-
ries have received far less literary and
scholarly attention. It is in this neglected
space that Subhash Chander’s ‘The Vil-
lages We Could Not Return To’ makes its
most important contribution. 

Set in Nathagala village in Poonch, the
novel tells the story of civilians caught in
the violence that engulfed the region in
October 1947, just months after Partition,
when tribal forces attacked villages. Their
displacement was not simply a conse-
quence of Partition, but part of the
upheaval that followed the violent assault
on a princely state whose political future
had not yet been decided.

Its narrator is a 14-year-old boy, his
world defined by the rhythms of the sea-
sons: green hills in spring, fruit-filled
orchards in summer, drying maize and
walnuts in autumn. Family, neighbours,
temples, gurdwaras, the Pahari language,
all create a world in which home seems
permanent. And then violence reaches
the hills between October 22 and 26. 

Muslim well-wishers warn Hindus and
Sikhs to leave. Believing they will return
within days, the boy’s family locks the
door of their ancestral home and leaves
for Rawalakot and eventually Poonch.
Only, they never return.

Chander’s achievement is to make this
history intimate rather than political.
Hunger, illness, fear and uncertainty are
experienced through a child’s eyes.
Refugees crowd temples and gurdwaras,
families search for missing relatives and
people carry memories of homes they
have lost. Yet the novel does not turn its
characters into stereotypes. Its remem-
brance of Muslim neighbours who risked
their own lives to help others is particular-
ly important, reminding us that even

amid communal violence, individual acts
of compassion survived. This refusal to
reduce 1947 to communal binaries is
among the book’s greatest strengths.

The book is equally valuable as a record
of cultural landscape. Chander writes
about Poonch not simply as a geographi-
cal location but as a world of customs, agri-
cultural rhythms, family traditions, land-
scapes and language. His discussion of
the linguistic character of Mirpur and
Muzaffarabad, including references to
Pahari and Gojri and the statistics associ-
ated with them, is especially intriguing.

Without turning the subject into a polit-
ical argument, these details illuminate the
wider cultural and linguistic affinities of
the Poonch-Mirpur-Muzaffarabad region
and invite readers to look beyond familiar
descriptions of J&K through the narrow-
er lens of Kashmir valley.

The novel’s unusual emotional perspec-
tive comes from the distance between its
narrator and the child he once was. Now 93
and a retired professor, he allows his 14-
year-old self to speak with the innocence,
confusion, fear and hope that home can
still be recovered. The most haunting
moment comes when his dying father
asks him to take his ashes back to the land
they were forced to leave. The request
transforms one family’s loss into a larger
meditation on exile and belonging. 

Chander writes without bitterness and
with considerable compassion. His book
reminds us that history is not just pre-
served in official records; it also survives
in languages, landscapes, family stories
and the longing for a door closed forever. 

— The reviewer is based in J&K

THE VILLAGES WE COULD NOT RETURN TO
by Prof Subhash Chander.
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CHINDIA: JOURNEY TO 
AN ASIAN CENTURY

by Shastri 
Ramachandaran.
AuthorsUpFront.
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TOWER
by Bae Myung-hoon.
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This novel follows a series of intercon-
nected stories, each dealing with how
citizens living in the hypermodern
high-rise deal with various influences
of power in their lives. A group of
researchers have to tell their boss that
a major powerbroker is a dog, a
woman uses the power of the Internet
to rescue a downed fighter pilot...
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A
CHILD needed medicine. An
argument began between the
husband and wife. The wife
called her family and they killed
the husband. In Lucknow, a

woman was shot dead by her estranged
husband. He then killed his own sister, and
turned the gun on himself. Why? They were
getting divorced.

I don’t know about you, but I cannot stop
thinking about the terrifying idea that
seems to hover around both these horrific
crimes: when did being hurt become an
excuse to hurt someone else? When did I am
in pain become therefore, you must pay?
Because that, ultimately, is the monstrous
entitlement beneath so much violence.

Not always the same kind of entitlement.
Not always exercised by the same kind of
person, or directed at the same gender. But
the logic is chillingly familiar. You hurt me.
You embarrassed me, rejected me, disagreed
with me. And therefore — you must suffer.

The argument could be about a child’s
medicine. Money. Infidelity. Divorce. Cus-
tody. A WhatsApp message. A reel. A per-
ceived insult. A refusal to obey. The trigger
changes. The underlying belief does not.
Somewhere, a human being decides that
his emotional pain is so significant, so
sacred, so all-consuming that another per-
son’s right to live becomes secondary to it.

And that is what I find impossible to com-
prehend. Because pain is not permission.
Anger is not authority. Humiliation is not a
hunting licence. And heartbreak, betrayal,
rejection or rage — however devastating —
are not death sentences you are entitled to
hand out to another human being.

Yet increasingly, it feels as though we are
living in a world where people have lost the
ability to sit with discomfort. Everything
must be answered. Every insult must be
avenged, every rejection corrected. Every

disagreement must have a winner. And if
you cannot control the situation, then per-
haps you can control the person. Or, destroy
them. That is the terrifying escalation. We
have become extraordinarily good at talk-
ing about feelings and extraordinarily bad
at managing them.

We know the vocabulary of trauma. We
know our triggers, how to announce our
boundaries, articulate our pain and demand
accountability. But some of us seem to have
confused having feelingswith being entitled
to act upon every feeling we have.

You are allowed to be furious, devastated,
feel betrayed. You are allowed to scream
into a pillow, leave a marriage, block a num-
ber, seek therapy, go to court, walk away, cry
until your eyes swell shut, spend three
months in bed watching bad TV and ques-
tioning every decision you have ever made.

But you are not allowed to kill someone
because you are angry, or to destroy some-
one because they destroyed your heart. You
are not allowed to decide that because
another person caused your suffering, their
life now belongs to you. This should not
even need saying, but clearly, it does.

For women, this entitlement has a long
and ugly history. A woman leaves a mar-
riage, and suddenly her husband believes
her decision is an assault on his masculini-
ty. She rejects a man, and he believes it is
humiliation. A woman chooses another life
— and the man she has left behind believes
that her freedom is something for which
she must be punished.

This is why so much violence against
women is not about love. It’s about owner-
ship. It’s the belief that if I cannot have you,
no one can. That after everything I have
done for you, how dare you leave? That my
suffering is your responsibility. 

Horrifyingly, that rage does not stop with
the woman. It spills over. Onto sisters. Moth-
ers. Children. Anyone standing nearby. But
this particular sickness is not limited to men
or to violence against women. And, of
course, violence does not become less vio-
lent because the perpetrator is a woman.

A human life does not become less valu-
able because the person who takes it has
also suffered. And that is the principle we
must refuse to compromise on. Your pain
explains you. It does not excuse you. 

Say it again. Your pain may explain why
you’re angry, broken, why you said some-
thing cruel. It may help us understand the
circumstances that brought you to the dark-
est moment of your life. But it does not give
you ownership over another person’s body. 

Words matter because they reveal the
moral universe we are building inside our
heads. A universe in which suffering must
be balanced like an account book. You hurt
me by 10 points. Therefore, I must hurt you
by 10, 20, 100, until the scales feel even.

But they never do. Violence does not heal
humiliation. Murder does not repair betray-
al. Revenge does not resurrect dignity. It
simply creates more grief. 

So perhaps we need to start teaching
something more important than anger
management. We need to teach emotional
humility. The understanding that however
intensely you feel something, you are still
not the centre of the moral universe.

My pain is mine to heal. Your life is yours
to live. Somewhere between those two truths
lies the line that separates suffering from
savagery. We must learn never to cross it.

— The writer is an acclaimed author

A cricket match in Srinagar

Ballads of breeze and breath
VAYU is the oldest and most cosmic of the

wind gods. In the Rig Veda, he is a swift-
moving deity who rides across the skies,

often in the company of Indra. He is associated
with breath, speed, and life-giving motion. Vayu
is also linked to soma, the sacred drink, which
he is said to taste first among the gods, suggest-
ing his role as the first receiver of life-energy. In
later mythology, Vayu becomes the divine
father of Hanuman as well as Bhima. Here,
wind becomes heroic vitality, the force that ani-
mates epic action.

Marut or the Maruts are storm gods, often
described as a troop of fierce, young warriors
who accompany Indra in battle. They ride the
winds, shake mountains, uproot trees, and
release thunder and rain. They are the sons of
Rudra and embody violent atmospheric ener-
gy. In many hymns, they assist Indra in slaying
the dragon Vritra, who holds back the waters.
Their role is to create turbulence so that rain
can fall and fertility can return. Unlike Vayu,
who is singular and subtle, the Maruts are col-
lective and aggressive. They represent the roar-
ing winds of the monsoon, the storm that
breaks drought. In them, wind becomes
destruction that enables renewal. Marut is why
Hanuman is called Maruti. 

In Ayurvedic thought, Vata becomes one of
the three bodily doshas, governing motion, cir-
culation, nerve impulses, and respiration. When
balanced, Vata enables creativity and agility.
When disturbed, it causes anxiety, dryness, and
disease. Here, wind shifts from mythic deity to

physiological force. It causes restlessness, bloat-
ing and fatigue. 

Prana represents the most inward and subtle
understanding of wind. It is breath, life-force,
and consciousness-energy combined. In the
Upanishads, prana is described as the ruler of
the body. When prana leaves, life ends. The
organs quarrel about their importance, but
when prana prepares to depart, they collapse,
proving its supremacy. In yogic traditions,

prana flows through subtle channels called
nadis and concentrates in energy centres
known as chakras. Through breath control, or
pranayama, one learns to regulate not just res-
piration but emotion, attention, and awareness.
Prana is not weather or storm but inner wind,
the movement of life itself.

Stories reflect these layered meanings. When
Hanuman leaps across the ocean to Lanka, it is
Vayu’s son mastering external wind. When
Indra battles Vritra with the Maruts, storm winds
tear apart cosmic blockage. When yogis suspend
breath and enter deep meditation, prana is
stilled, revealing inner silence. When Ayurvedic
texts describe nervous disorders as Vata imbal-
ance, wind becomes physiological rhythm.

Together, these forms show how Hindu imag-
ination refused to reduce wind to a single idea.
Wind could be divine father, storm warrior, ele-
mental force, bodily principle, and spiritual
energy. This multiplicity reflects an ecosystem-
based worldview, where air connects sky, earth,
body, and mind.

Unlike Greek or Biblical traditions, which
often personify wind as singular deities or
angels, Hindu thought preserves its plurality.
Wind is many because life itself is many. From
thunderclouds to breathing lungs, from battle-
field fury to meditative stillness, wind becomes
the thread linking cosmos, body, and conscious-
ness. In this layered vision, to breathe is to par-
ticipate in the universe, and to control breath is
to reshape destiny.

— The writer is an acclaimed mythologist

Your pain cannot be another person’s death sentence

Is the joint family
making a comeback?

J
OINT family was one of the better
constituents and binding blocks
of Indian society for centuries.
Consisting of three or four gener-
ations living under one roof, it

bonded them into a larger entity, sus-
tained positive relationships, and
pooled individual resources into one
economic whole.

Socially speaking, perhaps its best
characteristic was that it took care of
the weaker members — the infants, the
old, the sick or otherwise disabled, the
unemployed, the indigent — and
ensured that they too were cared for
and lived a dignified life, something
sadly lacking in modern societies.

I feel my father’s generation was per-
haps the last joint family generation.
He grew up in a sprawling family con-
sisting of his parents, four siblings,
innumerable uncles, aunts and their
families, and a couple of near-invisible
widows. They all lived together in hap-
py chaos in a huge haveli my grandfa-
ther had built in his village in Fatehpur
district of UP. God only knows how the
family’s finances were organised.

One word of caution, however: don’t
for a moment think that it was run on
democratic lines — no, sir, it was a patri-
archal autocracy. My grandfather’s
word was the law and everyone accept-
ed it because it was a mutually benefi-
cial autocracy. No other system would
have worked half as well!

The Indian joint family started fray-
ing, I suspect, in the 1960s and 1970s,
and was more or less dead by the late
1990s. I’m sure sociologists have identi-
fied the reasons, but it was an inevitable
consequence of “development”.

Things started changing with my
generation, the Baby Boomers. Educa-
tion, mobility, job opportunities, all
expanded. Youngsters started leaving,
first for better education and then jobs,
and settled down in places distant from
their parental houses. This trend only
expanded with the next generation, the
millennials. Joint families almost disap-
peared and were replaced by “nuclear”
ones. Loneliness for abandoned par-
ents became collateral damage.

This social evolution was inevitable
also as a consequence of the improve-
ment in girls’ education. They were no
longer content to let early marriage
define their lives: they sought inde-
pendent careers, and their own homes.

How and where couples lived was
decided not by parents, but by econom-
ics — jobs, salaries, career prospects,
and the desire to raise their own fami-
lies without parental interference.

But the wheel is coming full circle
with Gen Z, and ironically, the same
forces that drove them away from the
joint family system are now forcing
them back to it! More and more young
adults in their late twenties and early
thirties, employed and unemployed,
married or single, are now coming back
to live with their parents. This is con-
firmed both statistically and anecdotal-
ly. Research shows that 70-80 per cent
of young adults live with their parents,

as do 20 per cent of young couples. 
In my own social and family circles, I

find this is true in at least one out of
every two families (including my own).

The reasons are varied, both econom-
ic and social. Both boys and girls are
marrying late. The mean marriage age
for girls has gone up to 22.9 years (24 to
27.5 for girls in urban areas), and for
boys to 29 years (early 30s for urban-
based males). Being unmarried means
they continue to live with their parents.
Conversely, divorce rates are going up
too — from 1.1 per cent in 1990 to 1.6
per cent now. Divorce means the sepa-
rated entities again return to the safe
harbour of their parents (especially if
there are kids involved).

Joblessness is another reason — 40
per cent of India’s graduates are
unemployed, and a large cohort of
those employed are barely able to sub-
sist on the wages they get, especially in
urban areas. A new NITI Aayog report
states that 8.7 crore youth (between the
ages of 18 and 29) are in the NEET (Not
in Employment, Education or Train-
ing) category. They have no choice but
to live with their parents. AI is begin-
ning to exert its malevolent effect: big
tech companies have already cut tens

of thousands of jobs. Real estate,
whether owned or rented, has become
so prohibitively expensive in even Tier
2 or 3 cities that living separately is just
a dream for most youngsters.

The costs of domestic household sup-
port or for child rearing are unafford-
able. At these prices, even ageing par-
ents and their cluttered houses start
looking very attractive, and their
expertise in bringing up kids is simply
irreplaceable! So the joint family is sud-
denly back in business.

And guess what? It suits us ageing
Baby Boomers too. The empty nest is
full again, the creeping loneliness is
banished, life acquires meaning. It’s a
win-win situation: for the youngsters it
provides a material safety net, for the
parents it fills an emotional vacuum.
But there’s a catch, as there usually is
in all good things!

Nature did not intend for progeny to
live with their progenitors for all time.
Too many adults living together gener-
ates tensions, arising from a dozen dif-
fering perceptions of personal space,
views and opinions, eating habits,
financial matters, etc. The joint fami-
lies of my father’s era resolved these
tensions by having one dominant
authority — the head of the family —
whose word was final.

That is no longer the case. Youngsters
of today are taught to question, not
accept things at face value, speak their
mind, not acquiesce to authority blind-
ly. This is anathema for joint families,
and I see it playing out in many fami-
lies. It will need a lot of patience, under-
standing, give-and-take, genuine care
and respect for each other for Phase 2
of the joint family system to succeed.

I really don’t know how it will work
out. I hope it does because happy, func-
tional families make for a stable social
order, something this increasingly frac-
tured world badly needs.
— The writer is a retired IAS officer

I
N the footprints of history, nothing is
etched in stone. With the passage of time
and changing perspectives, the past
acquires meanings that can colour the
present, just as the present can reshape

our understanding of the past.
Kashmir, with its many-layered complex his-

tory, is a place where cricket has often come to
symbolise something beyond sport. The news
that its state team will play ‘Rest of India’ for
the Irani Cup — a regular annual fixture featur-
ing the current Ranji Trophy champions —  in
the first week of October in Srinagar, therefore,
raises intriguing possibilities.

Before one jumps into a contest that pits Jam-
mu and Kashmir cricketers against the might of
India — or to be politically more precise, the
Rest of India — there is a bit of disturbing histo-
ry worth revisiting. It is history that may cast a
long shadow over a cricket match that on the
surface is merely about bat and ball.

The year 1983 is embellished with the golden
hue of India’s crowning glory: winning the
World Cup of one-day cricket. It was an unlikely
triumph that turned the established order of
world cricket upside down. ‘Kapil’s Devils’, the
epithet that a British newspaper bestowed on
that all-conquering Indian team, became the
phrase by which they are remembered. On that
famous, sun-drenched afternoon at Lord’s on
June 25, India had done the impossible —
defeating the seemingly invincible West Indies
to become world champions.

Barely 110 days later, on October 13, 1983, the
newly crowned world champions found them-
selves facing the same rivals, this time amid one
of the most picturesque settings imaginable, the
Sher-i-Kashmir stadium in Srinagar.

The majestic backdrop of the mountains, with
the massive Chinar trees shedding their golden-
amber, paw-shaped leaves, provided an evoca-
tive setting for the first encounter between the
two teams since the World Cup final.

Post-Partition Kashmir had generated enor-
mous heat, dust and turmoil, becoming a land of
divided loyalties and competing narratives, with
its place within India repeatedly contested,
despite its accession in 1947 under certain con-
stitutional provisions.

To the utter dismay of those whose loyalty to
India was unquestioned, the cricketing skir-
mish on the field was pushed into the back-
ground by spectators openly hostile to the Indi-
an team. To the surprise, and perhaps delight, of
the West Indies players, they found themselves
being cheered as though they were playing on
home ground.

Many objective accounts and my own conver-
sations with the cricket writers who chronicled
the match helped build a picture of a place
where anti-India sentiment was visible enough
to stun those unfamiliar with Kashmir’s
thorny past.

These very journalists had just a day earlier
partaken of the sumptuous wazwan, the tradi-
tional elaborate cuisine, laid out by the state’s
Chief Minister for the teams and the Press. It
was hard for them to digest being witness to a
large crowd openly resentful of the Indian
team, the next day. 

At the lunch break, a few mischievous ele-
ments stormed the ground and dug up the pitch,
while the weather too played its part. The match
had to be curtailed, with West Indies chasing the

revised target without losing a wicket.
The unsettling and unexpected outcome of

that match was not the defeat, but the disturb-
ing manner in which a festering wound had sur-
faced as a spectacle for the world to watch.

More than four decades have passed since that
day in Srinagar. It may be a long span in an indi-
vidual’s life or a nation’s journey, but is barely a
dot in the collective existence of Planet Earth. As
of today, cricket has placed the erstwhile state in
a pre-eminent position in India’s sporting struc-
ture. Jammu and Kashmir are no longer adjuncts
to the country’s well-oiled cricket machine.

They are now Ranji Trophy champions, while
a new generation of homegrown players are
staking their claim to the national team, with
Auqib Nabi being part of the Indian team that
toured Sri Lanka. Before him came Parvez
Rasool, the pioneer who broke the barrier by
representing India in an ODI.

Politically, the landscape has changed dramat-
ically. The violent uprising that began in 1989,
the fratricidal killings and the cries of “azadi”
belong to the past. The contentious Article 370
has been abrogated and the state has been
reduced to the status of a UT. On the surface, a
measure of calm prevails in the Valley that is
intermittently broken by terror killings.
Whether it signals the arrival of a lasting peace
or is merely an ominous silence before the storm
is a question only time can answer.

Come October, the crowds will stream into the
Sher-i-Kashmir stadium. Will they see the
match merely as a sporting contest? In the con-
text of the match, their opposition to Rest of
India can in no way be seen as an act of treason
as it was on that day in 1983, when the Indian
team was booed and the West Indians cheered.

Times have changed, but have the people
changed enough to appreciate a cricket match
for the sporting skills on display and not for
what it could symbolise? In the long arc of his-
tory, the past can be reinterpreted from the gaze
of the present. It is the future that remains as
uncertain to predict as the toss of a coin that pre-
cedes a cricket match.

— The writer is the author of ‘Not Quite
Cricket’ and ‘Not Just Cricket’

1983 turned out to be 
a fiasco. J&K’s Irani Cup 
tie with ‘Rest of India’ 

in October raises 
intriguing possibilities

Vayu, Marut, Vata & Prana
represent different ways 
in which breeze as well 

as breath were imagined

I hope it works out,
the world needs it
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T
HE most revealing aspect about
India’s latest school campaign
may not be the broken toilet, miss-
ing bench or no building. It is what

happens after the camera arrives, and leaves.
Cockroach Janta Party’s (CJP) ‘School

Thik Karo’ campaign began as a citizen
audit of government schools. It has since
travelled from Gen-Z protests to Gen-Alpha
protests for their classrooms, forcing gov-
ernments to respond, and raising a larger
question — who holds the state accountable
when it already knows what is wrong?

A government school in Santuk Pimpri,
Maharashtra, provided the opening scene.
On August 15, CJP founder Abhijeet Dip-
ke began the ‘School Thik Karo’ cam-
paign with a social audit, checking drink-
ing water, toilets, benches, windows and
other basics. Within days, repair work
began and the school got its first comput-
er. A checklist acquired its first before-
and-after picture. But the story was
already bigger than one school.

The campaign followed the month-long
student mobilisation at Delhi’s Jantar
Mantar, where Gen-Z protesters made edu-
cation accountability a political demand.
On July 25, Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan resigned, and the
Centre accepted the other demands,
including withdrawal of cases against pro-
testers. The agitation ended, but its politi-
cal vocabulary did not.

‘School Thik Karo’ took that vocabulary
to villages. If young people could force a
national education issue into the political
centre, CJP wanted citizens to do the same
with schools. Dipke announced a nation-
wide social audit exercise, asking parents,
residents and village leaders to inspect
schools, record deficiencies and share
standardised assessments. 

The first audit in Hingoli found inade-
quate drinking water, benches, toilets, win-
dows and other facilities. The campaign
then spread through Maharashtra,
Rajasthan, Haryana, West Bengal, Delhi
and Telangana, with volunteers and sup-
porters making their own inspections.

But CJP was no longer the sole producer
of evidence. Schoolchildren and parents
began turning their own grievances into
protests. In Uttar Pradesh’s Hamirpur,
about 300 children and parents marched
several kilometres with the National Flag to
the collectorate, demanding a paved road to
their school. The children were described as
Gen Alpha who got support from CJP. 

The campaign seemed more like a relay.
CJP made the call, citizens supplied evi-
dence, children carried grievances into
public space, and governments responded.

Saurav Das, CJP’s co-convenor,
describes the campaign’s logic bluntly:
“Everything is solvable, yet they don’t
solve it.” His argument is that the deficien-
cies are not hidden from the block educa-
tion officer, district education officer or the
minister, but what is missing is pressure.

CJP says it wants to find that pressure as
they are working like a pressure group.

That distinction matters. The campaign is
not discovering what the state does not
know; it is trying to make governments and
political parties act on what the administra-
tion has allowed to remain routine.

Rajasthan became the sharpest test.
CJP volunteers, along with its leader, vis-
iting a government primary school in
Rampura-Kanwarpura near Jaipur were
confronted in a violent clash. FIRs fol-
lowed. CJP alleged political interference,
while critics questioned its confrontation-
al methods. Yet, the outcome was fol-
lowed by state action as Rajasthan dis-
closed that 611 government schools had
no building of their own, while 2,047
lacked toilets and 1,049 drinking water
facilities. Chief Minister Bhajan Lal Shar-
ma announced a three-year ~12,500-crore
budget for revamping schools in the state.

West Bengal showed the human cost of the
citizen audit culture. After CJP volunteer
Sheikh Abdul Hafiz inspected a Bankura
government school, he and his father were
allegedly assaulted; his father died two days
later. CJP alleged BJP’s involvement. The
police confirmed the assault, but disputed its
link to the death. Eight persons were arrest-
ed, of which one is a BJP leader. It was at this
point that the school audit reflected person-
al risk and political conflict.

In Maharashtra, CJP inspections in Latur
and Mumbai flagged deficiencies regarding
toilets, drinking water, benches, teachers,
and safety. The Latur inspection led to an
FIR against Dipke and others over alleged
unauthorised entry and disruption. In
Mumbai and Delhi, authorities barred peo-
ple from entering municipal schools with-
out permission. Yet, the state also began
reviewing infrastructure as Maharashtra
Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis direct-
ed ministers and ruling party MLAs to
monitor repairs, while officials were asked
to assess facilities across districts.

The contradictions are the story. The

state is simultaneously saying it has the
machinery to inspect schools and
demonstrating that political pressure
can accelerate action. CJP is simultane-
ously claiming to be a civic pressure
group and using political tactics to create
that pressure.

Ashutosh Ranka, CJP’s co-convenor, sees
the larger goal differently: “The culture of
accountability has to come in at every level.
The culture of working like active citizens
has to come in at every level.” 

The campaign, in his words, succeeds
only when people do not wait for the CJP,
but ask about the schools themselves.

Its reach is no longer measured only by
schools visited by the CJP’s core team.
Supporters are filming schools near their
homes. Parents are questioning facilities.
Children are protesting. The issue is
migrating from an organisation to an
ecosystem. But an ecosystem built on
exposure has its own test: what happens
after the camera leaves?

Aafreen Nawaz, CJP’s national secretary,
says, “CJP tries to return to schools but
often finds the administration more guard-
ed after the first visit. The aim is not that a
video gets viral for two days; the campaign
wishes to make the system answerable.”

CJP’s Ratna Singh puts the institutional
question more starkly: “A government
school should not need a group like CJP to
discover that there are no proper facilities.”

This is where ‘School Thik Karo’
becomes more than a catalogue of failing
schools. It is more of an experiment to find
whether social audit can become a substi-
tute for absent accountability and then,
perhaps, make itself unnecessary.

If Rajasthan’s spending, Maharashtra’s
repair reviews and the response to school
protests prove durable, the campaign will
show that pressure can move a system. If
they are only short bursts of repair after
viral videos, it will demonstrate some-
thing more troubling — the system
responds more quickly to embarrassment

than to responsibility; fear of disgrace out-
weighs professional duty. The unexpected
achievement of ‘School Thik Karo’, there-
fore, may not be that CJP has inspected
schools. It is that a question once belonging
to education departments — “What is hap-
pening inside the school?” — is increasing-
ly being asked by the children who go there. 

Once citizens begin asking such questions
themselves, the political challenge changes.
The government is no longer being asked
merely to fix a school. It is now being asked
why citizens had to come looking for the
problem in the first place.
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F
OR a teacher-turned-influencer living in a vil-
lage near Jaipur, the Internet was once the rea-
son to leave home. His mobile phone could get
him online, but reliable connectivity for teach-
ing, creating and working was another story.

Then came the wireless broadband connection, which
meant he could work without relocating. And that raises
a fair question. If India already has 1.26 billion mobile
connections, why does it need broadband? Because
mobile connectivity keeps people connected, broadband
can connect homes, businesses and public services.

BROADBAND IN 5G AGE
Your 5G connection keeps you online as you move
around. Broadband is designed to keep an entire home
connected — phones, laptops, TVs, tablets, CCTV cam-
eras and other devices, often all at once. But there is a
bigger story. Reliable broadband can support online
classrooms, telemedicine, digital payments, e-gover-
nance services, cloud-based business tools and remote
work. So, 5G does not make broadband redundant? It
is an essential digital infrastructure. The catch? Fibre,
the traditional way of delivering home and institution-
al broadband, isn’t always easy to take everywhere.

PROBLEM HIDING IN PLAIN SIGHT
India had 1.088 billion broadband subscribers by March
2026, according to the Telecom Regulatory Authority of
India (TRAI), but only 47.71 million wireline connec-
tions. Because fibre has to physically reach the house,
which means digging roads, negotiating right-of-way,
stringing cables and maintaining them. In a dense city,
it is manageable. In a village where homes are scat-
tered, it can be expensive and painfully slow.  So the
problem is no longer simply getting a mobile signal to
a village. It is getting high-capacity and dependable

broadband into homes and businesses.

FORGET CABLE, MEET UBR
This is where Jio has come up with a homegrown solu-
tion to the last-mile headache. Instead of running a
fibre cable all the way to the house, Jio’s AirFiber uses
wireless radio links to connect the premises to the net-
work. But Jio takes the idea a step further with its pro-
prietary Unlicensed Band Radio or UBR technology.

The UBR architecture uses point-to-multipoint con-
nectivity, allowing one network-side unit to wirelessly
connect with multiple customer premises.

Jio says its system uses the unlicensed 5-GHz band and
its proprietary hardware and software stack, allowing it
to deploy connectivity with considerably less civil work.

HOW AIRFIBER WORKS
At the network end, Jio can install an access unit along-
side its existing cellular infrastructure. At the customer’s
location, an outdoor radio unit receives the signal. That
connection then feeds a Wi-Fi router inside the home.
The company has also built a digital map of India’s phys-
ical infrastructure to assess network feasibility and plan

installations. Jio says this “digital twin” covers terrain,
localities and buildings, allowing engineers to assess
a connection before installation.

NUMBERS DO THE TALKING
TRAI began separately reporting UBR Fixed Wire-
less Access (FWA) subscribers from August 2025.
The UBR base grew from 2.1 million in August 2025
to 4.93 million by June 2026. Of these, about 1.42 mil-
lion were rural users.

Across 5G FWA and UBR together, India had 17.87
million subscribers by June 2026. Interestingly, 5G
FWA itself had 12.94 million subscribers, including 6.49
million rural users. Jio’s own numbers show just how
quickly the model has scaled. In its June 2026 results,
the company said Jio AirFiber had about 15.6 million
subscribers and contributed more than 75 per cent of its
fixed-broadband additions during FY26. That makes
AirFiber a serious broadband infrastructure strategy.

WHAT REALLY CHANGES?
A reliable home connection can mean a student attend-
ing an online class without hunting for a signal, a

farmer accessing weather and market information, a
kirana store accepting digital payments or a freelancer
working for a company hundreds of kilometres away. 

In Punjab and Haryana, users offer a glimpse of
what that connectivity means on the ground. At
Sacred Heart Convent School in Thakkarpura village,
Tarn Taran, principal Sister Linze says AirFiber has
made official work, computer-lab operations and
access to key portals “quite seamless”. Near the Indo-
Pak border in Bhikhiwind, financial and trade analyst
Ranjeet Singh says the connection supports 12 high-
resolution CCTV cameras, petrol-pump swipe
machines and his trading business. 

In Lohinga Kalan, Haryana, Virender Kumar, a
teashop owner, says free Wi-Fi and a TV have drawn
more customers during cricket matches, increasing
his income by 20-30 per cent. Maninder Singh, a
farmer in Fatehabad, uses connected CCTV cameras
to monitor his poultry farm and fields.

These are small examples, but underline a larger
point. Broadband is not just about faster browsing. It
can make schools more functional, businesses more
productive and rural livelihoods easier to manage.

BUILT FOR UNIQUE NEEDS
There is nothing glamorous about the last mile. It is
expensive, messy and deeply dependent on geography.
What makes Jio’s UBR story interesting is that it
attempts to solve that very problem with a technology
stack developed and deployed at a massive scale for
Indian conditions. Jio describes its point-to-multipoint
UBR platform as a global first at scale. 

The real test, however, will not be a flashy speed test.
It will be whether a student in a village, a creator work-
ing from home or a small business owner can depend
on the connection every single day. If that happens, this
homegrown technology will have achieved something
more meaningful than replacing a cable. It will have
made location a little less important to opportunity.

And for a country where the next billion digital users
are increasingly outside the big cities, that could be
the real game-changer. 

— The writer was in Mumbai 
at the invitation of Reliance Jio

How homegrown technology is bridging India’s last mile

SETTING THE AGENDA
■ SAURAV DAS, CJP co-convenor

What is the campaign really trying 
to change?

Everything is solvable, yet they don’t 
solve it. The deficiencies are known; 
what changes the equation is political
pressure.

■ ASHUTOSH RANKA, CJP co-convenor

What happens after the cameras leave?

If the only outcome is a video that gets 
circulated for two days, then we have
failed the child. We aim to make the 
system answerable.

■ AAFREEN NAWAZ, CJP national secretary

What would make the campaign 
truly successful?

The culture of accountability has to come
in at every level. Citizens should stop 
waiting for CJP and begin asking about
their own schools.

■ RATNA SINGH, CJP legal head

What does citizen auditing say about
the state?

A government school should not need a
citizen group to discover basic failures.
The larger question here is, if citizens can
reach these villages, why can’t the state?

CJP’s ‘School Thik Karo’ campaign has turned the vocabulary of protest into a language of accountability, forcing states to act

GAGANDEEP ARORA

From Punjab villages to Rajasthan’s hinterland, wireless broadband, powered by Jio’s proprietary tech, is shrinking digital distance

THE CITIZEN FIX 
FOR SCHOOLS

In Maharashtra,
CJP’s social
audit flagged
several
deficiencies in
government
schools.

In Rajasthan,
after the CJP’s
campaign,
Chief Minister
Bhajan Lal
Sharma was
forced to
announce a
huge budget
for revamping
schools.

Jio's AirFiber uses wireless radio links to connect various premises to the network with its UBR technology. Using 
point-to-multipoint connectivity, UBR allows one network-side unit to wirelessly connect with multiple customer premises.

AI
-G

EN
ER

AT
ED

IM
AG

E



Click on this page to Join

my Private Community 

https://t.me/+PxMwHKHTm-UwZGI1
https://t.me/+IEn22i96AoY2ZDU1
https://t.me/+IEn22i96AoY2ZDU1
https://t.me/+IEn22i96AoY2ZDU1


THEWALL STREET JOURNAL. * * * * Saturday/Sunday, August 29 - 30, 2026 | A13

Mount Pleasant, Mich.

T o hear Mike Rogers tell it,
you probably shouldn’t
be reading this article un-
less you’re from his state.
“People in Washington,

D.C., want this to be a national
race,” he says. “We sometimes get
more interest in our race than we
would really like. But we’re running
a Michigan race for Michigan citi-
zens.” Mr. Rogers, 63, is the Repub-
lican nominee for U.S. Senate—as
he was in 2024, when he lost by a
whisker. Although Donald Trump
carried the Wolverine State in both
2016 and 2024, it hasn’t sent a Re-
publican to the Senate since 1994.

Mr. Rogers, an eight-term repre-
sentative who didn’t seek re-elec-
tion in 2014, faces Abdul El-Sayed,
a combative, charismatic far-left
Democrat. Mr. El-Sayed has the
avid support of Sen. Bernie Sanders
and Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez,
both of whom campaigned with him
in Michigan. He also has the back-
ing of Hasan Piker, a poisonously
anti-Israel left-wing influencer who
is partial to Hamas and has said
that “America deserved 9/11.”

Mr. El-Sayed won a bruising pri-
mary this month against Haley Ste-
vens, an old-school liberal and pro-
Israel politician of the kind that is
increasingly out of favor in today’s
Democratic Party. Among the first
to congratulate Mr. El-Sayed was
New York Mayor Zohran Mamdani,
who said: “I am proud to be part of
a movement of politicians and can-
didates who are looking to put
working-class Americans back at
the heart of our politics.”

Mr. Rogers knows full well that
the Senate race isn’t of only provin-
cial concern. Seconds after express-
ing it, he withdraws his wish to
have less of the national spotlight
on Michigan and calls the race “one
of the most consequential elections
of our lifetime.”

The national scrutiny is entirely
appropriate. The radical left, and
the Democratic Socialists of Amer-
ica in particular, sees Michigan as a
bridgehead. “If you think about the
dynamic of what’s at risk for the
country, this election is huge,” Mr.
Rogers says in an interview on the
morning of his party’s nominating
convention at the Soaring Eagle Ca-
sino & Resort, owned by the Sag-
inaw Chippewa Indian Tribe. “We
have DSA members flown in from
all over the country in Michigan.
They think this is where they’re go-
ing to plant the flag for their move-
ment, to spread it across the rest of
the country.”

Mr. El-Sayed isn’t a DSA mem-
ber, but the organization’s mem-
bers “believe they’re going to win a
statewide seat with somebody they
know will be a champion for demo-
crat socialist ideas and policies and
principles,” Mr. Rogers says. Mr. El-
Sayed has used Fight Agency, the
consulting firm that masterminded

the Mamdani mayoral campaign,
for his digital and social-media
strategy. “Abdul is now the new
face of the democrat socialist
movement in America,” Mr. Rogers
says. “He would be the most senior
democrat socialist elected.”

The far left is “excited and heav-
ily invested,” Mr. Rogers says, be-
cause Mr. El-Sayed and his fellow
travelers “fundamentally want to
change the government, and to
change the government’s relation-
ship with people.” Mr. Rogers al-
leges that his opponent is “on the
Obama plan. Two years in the Sen-
ate, and he’s going to run for presi-
dent in 2028.” (Mr. Obama won the
presidency four years after his
election to the Senate.) “He also
has the domain name AbdulFor-
President, so you can see where his
head’s at.” (Mr. El-Sayed registered
the domain in 2017. He has said
that he did so as a pre-emptive
measure to prevent its misuse.)

Mr. El-Sayed has called Mr.
Rogers a “coward.” At the conven-
tion after our interview, Mr. Rog-
ers calls the Democrat “con man
Abdul.”

“I know a con man when I see
one,” says Mr. Rogers, who was a
special agent with the FBI from
1989 through 1994. The Republican
offers a list of things he says “con
man Abdul wants to abolish”: Im-
migration and Customs Enforce-
ment, voter ID, gasoline-powered
cars, private health insurance, po-
lice funding, prisons and the Sec-
ond Amendment. “We’re talking
about building homes in Detroit.
He’s talking about building a move-
ment. He wants to be a national
figure with a national message.”

Mr. Rogers says that his oppo-
nent is “aggressive and angry and
has a meanness of heart and spirit”
and is “an antisemite, which is
probably the nicest thing you can
say about his attitude to Jews.” Mr.
Rogers points to the presence of
Mr. Piker and to Mr. El-Sayed’s pri-
mary campaign, which pilloried Ms.
Stevens obsessively over her sup-
port from the American Israel Pub-
lic Affairs Committee.

“Abdul has stapled himself to
Piker. He might be his running
mate, last I looked. He brought him
back as a closer on the final week-
end. He had him as his closer to
win the primary.” Mr. Rogers utters
a line that he has used often in
speeches on the stump: “Abdul
wants to represent Palestine. We
want to represent Michigan.”

He also reprises a line he’s used
about Mr. El-Sayed on social media:
“Abdul is too extreme to go any-
where near the Senate.” He adds: “I
always believe you probably should
send somebody back to the Senate
that could get a security clear-
ance.” He criticizes Mr. El-Sayed
for his “violent language,” saying
that “he’s said some pretty vile
things, including, by the way, tell-
ing me and my family we’ll have no
safe quarter in the state.” What Mr.
El-Sayed actually said, on the day
of his primary victory, was milder:
“You are not going to have safe
quarter from people holding you
accountable for what you’ve done.”

In 2024 Mr. Rogers lost to Dem-
ocrat Elissa Slotkin by 19,000
votes, or about 0.3% of the total.
How is this race different? “No pri-
mary, for starters.” In 2024 Mr.
Rogers had to see off two primary

opponents. “We ended up getting
64% of the vote, so we had a very
clear victory. But you have to run a
primary, and you come out of that
a little bruised, a little battered and
a little broke.” Ms. Slotkin outspent
him 5 to 1.

Another factor—which may
make the difference between vic-
tory and defeat—is the prospect of
Democratic voters rejecting his
radical and divisive opponent. Mr.
Rogers’s campaign kickstarted a
“Democrats for Rogers” movement.
“It’s gathered support faster organ-
ically than we anticipated,” he says.
“We even printed up ‘Democrats
for Rogers’ signs and, man, they’re
flying out the door, aren’t they?”

Jewish Democrats, unsettled by
Mr. El-Sayed’s hostility toward Is-
rael, his nonstop demonization of
AIPAC and his association with Mr.
Piker, are susceptible to appeals
from Mr. Rogers. He’s also keen to
point out that it would be a mis-
take to regard Michigan’s sizable
Arab vote as a solid bloc for Mr. El-
Sayed. Mr. Rogers has been court-
ing Lebanese Christian and Iraqi
Catholic Chaldean voters, and even
Sunni and Shiite Muslims: “I have
friends in the Muslim community
who are eager to be a counter-
weight.” He says Arab businessmen
are spooked by Mr. El-Sayed’s
“anticapitalist rhetoric and by what
he wants to do to business. They’re
very entrepreneurial in the Muslim
community. They don’t think that’s
good for their future.”

A lthough he presents himself
as a market-friendly conser-
vative, Mr. Rogers has called

for a one-year moratorium on the
construction of data centers in
Michigan. He insists this isn’t a
populist move. “Concerned citizens
are worried. We ought to try to
help them, not scare the bejesus
out of them.” Data centers have a
“large impact on a community. I
don’t believe you should bulldoze
them through. I don’t support a
ban at the federal level, but here in
the state we should get a year’s
pause to answer the questions that
people have.”

His opponent, he says, wants to
“nationalize” artificial intelligence.
“This is why he’s so out of sync
with the state.” Mr. El-Sayed has
called for “public ownership” and
“public control” of AI.

Another area of awkwardness
for a Michigan Republican running
downstream of Mr. Trump: the
president’s new tariffs on Canadian
goods, which Mr. El-Sayed has de-
nounced as making life less afford-
able for Michiganders. “You’ve got
to be an a—h— to start a trade war
with Canada,” the Democrat has
said.

Mr. Rogers, a former Trump
critic who now enjoys the presi-
dent’s endorsement, is circumspect
on tariffs, limiting himself to com-
ments on the impact on Michigan of
Canada’s imports of Chinese-made
vehicles. “Let’s use this as an op-
portunity to push back on this Chi-
nese car production issue that Can-
ada has.” Tariffs, he says, offer “the
perfect opportunity to bring Can-
ada to a better place on allowing
these 100% Chinese-made cars into
the northern market.” Chinese cars
“subsidized by the Chinese Commu-
nist Party” are, he says, “the big-
gest existential threat we have to
the American automobile business.”

Mr. Rogers’s team has done its
election math. “When I ran in 2024,
I got 300,000 more Republican
votes than any other statewide can-
didate in our history,” he says. “So
that means we have a good pool of
people who’ve already voted for
Mike Rogers once.” He received al-
most 2.7 million votes in 2024. If
he gets 2.2 million in the lower-
turnout midterm, he says, “we’ll
win this race. We have to re-engage
those who voted for us in ’24, and
work our new Democrat coalitions,
which is a real thing.” He cites cal-
culations by the pollster Mark
Penn, who said that if Mr. Rogers
attracts 5% of Ms. Stevens’s pri-
mary voters, “that would be
enough for us to win. And we think
we’re going to do better than that.”

Mr. Rogers also believes he can
make inroads into the black vote.
Ms. Stevens won much of the ur-
ban black vote in the Democratic
primary. She swept Wayne and
Genesee counties—which include
Detroit and Flint, respectively—
taking more than 60% of the vote
in Detroit. Mr. Rogers thinks some
of these voters are ripe for defec-
tion: “The African-American com-
munity of Michigan has felt a lit-
tle bit abandoned” by the
Democratic Party. In the primary,
Mr. El-Sayed won handsomely in
college towns, but his opponent

outperformed him comfortably
among black voters.

Mr. Rogers and his wife, Kristi,
recently met with Detroit City
Councilwoman Mary Waters, the
leading vote-getter among all coun-
cil candidates in November 2025.
Speaking to the Michigan Chronicle
after her meeting with Mr. Rogers,
Ms. Waters, who is black, said, “De-
troit is not a DSA city. Damn betcha
I met with Rogers.”

As Mr. Rogers describes the
meeting, “We talked about the
things that were important for the
city. And later she went on TV and
said, ‘I liked his plans, the things
he’s going to do for housing, educa-
tion. And I think every Detroiter
should hear them.’ She didn’t en-
dorse me, but that is a very power-
ful statement. Because I’m running
on issues to fix things in the state.”

He cites Michigan’s woeful
schools: “Our education is now
45th in the country. Two-thirds of
our fourth-graders can’t read. If
you can’t read by fourth grade, you
have about a 70% chance of being
on welfare or in prison.” On hous-
ing: “You can’t buy a home here.
First-time homeowners are 40
years old.” And more: “We’ve
200,000 manufacturing jobs. We
have the highest utility rates in the
Midwest. We have the highest
auto-insurance rates in the coun-
try.” His focus on these issues, he
says, resonates more with Michi-
gan’s black voters and blue-collar
voters than does Mr. El-Sayed’s
“socialism and divisiveness.”

M r. Rogers has attracted at-
tention in Michigan with
his novel outreach to Dem-

ocratic voters in Detroit, something
few Republican candidates for
statewide office have taken the
trouble to do. His campaign, he
says, has “crossed”—knocked on—
“1.5 million doors already,” he says.
“That’s twice as many as in 2024.”
In and around Detroit, “African-
American voters have been notably
welcoming.”

Among the responses he gets are
comments to the effect that “for
too long the Democrats have taken
their support for granted, and they
feel I more closely represent their
values vs. my opponent.” Other
black voters have extended support
to him, he says, because of his em-
phasis on solving Michigan’s hous-
ing crisis—particularly by building
on empty lots in Detroit—and im-
proving the schools, which serve as
“a pipeline to poverty.”

He thinks other Republicans
should follow his example with
black voters. “I believe that our
free-market-oriented solutions are
better than the big-government so-
cialists’. Absolutely. And I don’t
think we should run away from that.

“We go to the city of Detroit and
talk about what we want to do. We
have found that people are more
receptive than you think.” He ac-
cepts that there will always be
“hardened political people of both
parties” who just won’t budge. “But
what we’re finding is that people
feel abandoned. And that’s unsus-
tainable in America.”

Mr. Varadarajan, a Journal con-
tributor, is a fellow at the American
Enterprise Institute and at New
York University Law School’s Clas-
sical Liberal Institute.

The Plan to Defeat Abdul El-Sayed
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Michigan’s Republican
Senate nominee calls his
socialist opponent an
antisemite and discusses
his own efforts to broaden
his party’s appeal.

THE WEEKEND INTERVIEW with Mike Rogers | By Tunku Varadarajan

OPINION

How Did a Nonprofit Become America’s Insurance Regulator?
New Mexico’s Insur-
ance Superintendent
Alice Kane recently
told state lawmakers
that insurers de-
clined to renew more
than 6,200 home-
owner policies in
2025, the highest
number ever. The re-
flex is to blame
greedy insurers and

actuaries in Hartford, Conn., pricing
wildfire risk in counties they couldn’t
find on a map.

The nonrenewal crisis got New
Mexicans to look closely at their in-
surance market for the first time in
years. That market, it turns out, is
strange. Many rules governing it
weren’t written in Santa Fe, or in
Hartford, or by anyone accountable to
voters. They were written in Kansas
City, Mo., by a private nonprofit.

Americans paid more than $3 tril-
lion in premiums in 2025 for prop-
erty and casualty, title, life, accident
and health insurance. In most cases,
insurers don’t answer to federal reg-
ulators, because Congress largely
leaves insurance to the states. The
states built a kind of clearinghouse to
determine standard formulas such as
how much capital an insurer must
hold against every asset on its books.
All 50 states participate in the same
arrangement.

Welcome to the National Associa-

tion of Insurance Commissioners. The
first rule of the organization is you
don’t talk about the organization.
The Government Accountability Of-
fice reported in June that the NAIC
committee responsible for accredit-
ing state insurance regulators doesn’t
make its accreditation findings public
and that its discussions on the sub-
ject are limited to regulators. Accred-
itation determines whether other
states will accept a state’s solvency
examinations and, in practice, places
intense pressure on legislatures to
enact specified model laws. The de-
liberations happen in a room a state
resident can’t enter and produce a re-
cord he can’t read.

New Mexico’s insurance code gov-
erns how insurance holding compa-
nies register with the state. It re-
quires every covered insurer to file
“a registration statement on a form
and in a format prescribed by the
national association of insurance
commissioners.” Until 2014, the stat-
ute called for the form “provided by
the superintendent,” who is account-
able to New Mexico’s governor. Law-
makers struck those words and re-
placed them with the private
association.

New Mexico’s policy-form filings
must use transmittal documents
matching “the appropriate current”
NAIC uniform documents, according
to the New Mexico Administrative
Code. Rather than point state regula-

tors to a fixed edition of the forms,
the rule directs them to the NAIC’s
dynamic website. Insurers backing
reinsurance trusts must report what-
ever the NAIC annual statement form
requires.

Lawyers call this dynamic incorpo-
ration by reference. When a statute
adopts an outside body’s manual as
that manual currently stands, the
next revision can alter binding obli-
gations under the law without a vote,
a hearing, a committee substitute or

a governor’s signature. The GAO re-
port describes the machinery without
naming it: Accreditation requires
states to enact NAIC model laws, and
those model laws in turn require reg-
ulators to follow NAIC standards.

This arrangement effectively
means that an unelected body holds
control over states. Daniel Schwarcz
of the University of Minnesota Law
School argued in a 2018 paper pub-
lished in the Connecticut Insurance
Law Journal that the arrangement vi-
olates nondelegation principles in ev-
ery state constitution. He made this

case again in the Hill alongside R.J.
Lehmann of the free-market R Street
Institute.

The GAO report eight years later
made no recommendations and
found no wrongdoing. It concluded
that the governance and financial in-
formation in NAIC’s public docu-
ments is generally comparable to
what an IRS Form 990 collects. NAIC
publishes its bylaws and audited fi-
nancial statements. State regulators
told the GAO that accreditation saves
money by letting them rely on one
another’s examinations.

While the GAO report didn’t find
wrongdoing, the facts it documented
are troubling. NAIC has been exempt
from filing Form 990 since 1955, on a
determination that the organization
is “a wholly-owned instrumentality of
the states.” In 2024 it reported $161.4
million in revenue, roughly 94% of
which comes from the industry whose
standards it writes. Its 2026 filing
fees are capped at $108,817 for a sin-
gle company and $544,085 for a
group. NAIC doesn’t disclose what it
pays its executives. Its published con-
flict-of-interest policy covers member
commissioners but not, so far as the
GAO could determine, its chief execu-
tive. An employee handbook includes
a conflict-of-interest policy, but it
isn’t publicly available.

NAIC is designated a 501(c)(3)
charitable organization. If NAIC takes
the benefits of tax-exempt status, it

should be required to file a 990 like
other nonprofits. The GAO noted that
the Conference of State Bank Super-
visors and the North American Secu-
rities Administrators Association are
required to file Form 990. Both sit
beside NAIC on the Financial Stability
Oversight Council.

While Washington could remedy
the situation—such as by stripping
NAIC of its tax-exempt status—wait-
ing for Congress to act is like waiting
to win the lottery. In the meantime,
states can push for accountability.
Since 1998, Michigan has required
NAIC to file an annual report with the
state’s insurance regulator and both
legislative insurance committees.
This report must include what NAIC
pays its officers, every standard a
state must adopt to maintain accredi-
tation and whether its deliberations
are open to the public.

Fifty states delegated their rule-
making to an organization they sup-
posedly own. But somewhere along
the way, the organization they owned
began owning them. One state
thought to ask more. New Mexico’s
legislators are already asking why
6,200 homeowners lost their cover-
age. Like Michigan, they should de-
mand more of the rule makers gov-
erning the market. Which state will
be the second to do so?

Mr. Brenner is president of the
Southwest Public Policy Institute.

States have surrendered
much of their power to a
private organization with
almost no transparency.

CROSS
COUNTRY
By Patrick
M. Brenner
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Prelude to the Decline and Fall of a Republic
Peggy Noonan’s excellent column

“The Art of the Self-Deal” (Declara-
tions, Aug. 22) somewhat echoes Wil-
liam Bennett’s 1998 book “The Death
of Outrage.” Then, as now, the elector-
ate largely accepts a lack of integrity
in elected officials, feeling helpless to
demand otherwise and continuing to
fund political parties and candidates
clearly unfit in character, and often in
intelligence, to occupy even the most
menial of public offices.

Reforming elected officials’ behav-
ior first requires reforming the politi-
cal machinery that nominates their
candidacies. In the absence of revising
the entire electoral system, a reason-
able start might be to consider Ronald
Reagan’s wisdom that a child can’t be
disciplined by lectures alone, but by
cutting its allowance until he con-
forms to what is expected of him—
subsequently expressed more force-
fully as, “Starve the beast!”

It’s a message that the media
should, but likely won’t, deliver.

ALAN D. LEWIS
Jupiter, Fla.

Complaining about political self-
dealing is reasonable, but blaming a
single politician misses the root cause.
Remember: Congress impeached Don-
ald Trump in 2019 for allegedly pres-
suring Ukraine to investigate Biden
family self-dealing. The irony is stark,
as is the broader pattern.

Self-dealing thrives because Con-
gress has built a system with massive
money and power at stake. When the
federal government spends over
$20,000 per American annually, en-

forces tens of thousands of laws and
190,000 pages of regulations, it cre-
ates an irresistible market for selling
influence. That massive concentration
of authority naturally attracts office-
holders who seek to trade government
favors for personal and family wealth.

Ultimately, voters are the enablers.
Self-dealing persists because we con-
tinually elect politicians who expand
Washington’s power and spending.

RICH BATEY
Aliso Viejo, Calif.

Ms. Noonan is right that the deep-
est danger of government corruption
isn’t bad policy or wasted money. It is
what corruption eventually does to a
people. When citizens repeatedly
watch powerful officials bend rules,
escape consequences, enrich them-
selves, or place partisan loyalty above
principle, misconduct becomes nor-
mal. Cynicism replaces trust, and
eventually the public begins to assume
that integrity itself is naïve.

As Edward Gibbon observed in “The
History of the Decline and Fall of the
Roman Empire”: “The corruption of
Roman manners would always supply
flatterers eager to applaud, and minis-
ters prepared to serve” the vices of
those in power.

Political decay and cultural decay re-
inforce one another. Rome’s institutions
couldn’t indefinitely remain healthy
when those entrusted with them aban-
doned the virtues necessary to sustain
them. Corruption becomes existential
when people stop being shocked by it.

GREGG JACKSON
Denver

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

“Legend has it that
he was raised by humans.”

THEWALL STREET JOURNAL

Letters intended for publication should
be emailed to wsj.ltrs@wsj.com. Please
include your city, state and telephone
number. All letters are subject to
editing, and unpublished letters cannot
be acknowledged.

The Hawk at Jackson Hole

N owwillWall Street and the scolds in the
financial press believe Kevin Warsh?
The new Chairman of the Federal Re-

serve on Friday delivered his
firmest statement to date of
his determination to tame in-
flation, and the clearest expla-
nation of how he thinks the
Fed should get there.

An oddity of Mr. Warsh’s
first 100 days (amilestone he crosses Saturday)
has been the determination of the financial
world to question the inflation-fighting “credi-
bility” of America’s most hawkish central
banker since Paul Volcker.

The complaint, to the extent there’s a coher-
ent one, is that he hasn’t raised interest rates
in either of his first two Federal Open Market
Committee meetings. Nor is he using “forward
guidance” to jawbonemarkets. Oh, and he chats
with President Trump. Ergo, Mr. Warsh must
be bending toMr. Trump’s preference for lower
interest rates.

Mr.Warsh’s speech Friday at the Kansas City
Fed’s annual confab at JacksonHole,Wyo., should
put all that to rest. His central pointwas that the
Fed isn’t done fighting inflation andwon’t be un-
til its traditional measure of price rises has
slowed back to 2%. He conspicuously played
down signs of disinflation in recent months by
noting evidence that prices for too many goods
continue to rise too quickly.

Mr. Warsh’s assertion that he’d be “hard
pressed to describe broad financial conditions
as restrictive” is a notable contrast with his
predecessor, Jerome Powell, who believed the
Fed already had tightened enough to tame infla-
tion sooner or later. None of this is specific for-
ward guidance, yet it’s a firmer message on in-
flation than markets have heard from the
central bank in some time.

Mr. Warsh’s assessment of the economy is
marked by unusual and welcome humility for
the Fed. Consider his take on artificial intelli-
gence. He’s previously implied that AI’s boost
to productivity might allow looser monetary
policy. After Friday’s speech, it’s clear his
views are more nuanced. AI’s effect on the
economy and monetary policy will depend on
a wide range of unknowns concerning which
sorts of firm prove most profitable, how AI af-

fects employment, and other factors.
We especially enjoyed his point that not long

ago the economic talk at Jackson Hole was all
about “secular stagnation”
and the “global savings glut.”
Well, he said, “times sure have
changed,” and an alert Fed
must change with it.

His speech should put an-
other canard to rest. Among

the task forces Mr. Warsh has created to ad-
vance reform at the Fed, the panels on data
sources and inflation dynamics have given rise
to a view that he’s looking for excuses to be
more dovish. Wall Street worked itself into a
lather over the idea that the Fed could adopt
a more forgiving inflation measure than the
personal-consumption-expenditure index the
central bank tracks.

Instead, on FridayMr.Warsh rejected the as-
sumption embedded in the Fed’s current eco-
nomic models that inflation naturally reverts
to its 2% level over the longer term. This puts
the Fed back on the hook for every tenth of a
percentage point of its inflation mandate. His
emphasis on real-time data seems intended to
avoid the backward-looking false dawn that led
the Powell Fed to cut rates prematurely in two
rounds in 2024 and 2025.

While the usual Keynesian suspects will
claim it’s old-fashioned, Mr. Warsh’s assertion
that “money has something to do with mone-
tary policy” is another way of holding the Fed
accountable. He acknowledges financial tech-
nology has changed the definition of themoney
supply and money’s velocity. But Mr. Warsh
seems to be saying the Fed shouldn’t be blind
to early warnings, such as asset-price run-ups,
that its policies are too loose. If only his prede-
cessors had thought the same.

i i i

Amaddening feature of the “is KevinWarsh
too dovish?” debate in his first months is how
itmisses the point of his chairmanship. The Fed
is overdue for a rethink of its economicmodels,
its operatingmethods, and its overall approach
to its dual mandate of price stability and full
employment.

Mr.Warsh is pressing ahead with an aggres-
sive reform agenda, as hemade clear on Friday.
Wall Street would be wise focus on that.

How much clearer can
Kevin Warsh be about
taming inflation?

Busting the ABA’s Accreditation Monopoly

T he Trump Administration wants to re-
verse the leftwardmarch of the nation’s
universities, and that includes taking

on the ancient problem of ac-
creditation. The American Bar
Association (ABA) reviews
about 200 law schools, and in
many states its stamp of ap-
proval is required for gradu-
ates to take the bar exam.
Now the Trump Administration is threatening
the ABA’s privilege.

The Education Department released an 86-
page staff report last week that recommends
against continuing the ABA’s accreditation au-
thority. One reason cited is that the ABA hasn’t
adequately responded to the Supreme Court’s
2023 decision in Students for Fair Admissions
v. Harvard, which made clear that race prefer-
ences are illegal.

The ABA had told schools to show “concrete”
efforts toward diversity and inclusion in their
student bodies and faculties. Though it antici-
pated in 2022 that the Justices might change
the legality, according to the Education Depart-
ment’s report, it “continued into the 2024–2025
review cycle to provide training and evaluate
law schools” based on the old standard, before
it was finally suspended.

That sounds abstract, so recall that the Jus-
tice Department this month accused Duke Law
School of illegally discriminating by race in its
incoming classes from 2023-25. Duke has said
it is reviewing the allegations and is committed
to following the law. According to the Justice
Department, white and Asian applicants denied
admission had highermedian LSAT scores than
black students who were accepted.

As the TrumpAdministration digs intomore

admissions data to root out race preferences by
proxy, might some schools defend themselves
by saying they were obligated to satisfy the ac-

creditors? If the ABA’s unhur-
ried approach to Students for
Fair Admissions gave cover to
further illegal race discrimina-
tion, it’s a problem.

The Education Department
also suggests that the accred-

itation shop isn’t sufficiently separate and in-
dependent from the ABA, as regulations re-
quire. That’s a problem because the bar
association is a professional guild for practic-
ing attorneys, whose interests aren’t identical
to those of law students or the public. Despite
this, the ABA has enjoyed an accreditation mo-
nopoly, which state policies have further en-
trenched, though some of those are now being
reconsidered or repealed.

Texas, Florida, Washington and Alabama all
have recently moved to reduce the ABA’s gate-
keeping function in law licensing. Tennessee is
considering a similar step, with support from
officials at the Federal Trade Commission and
Justice Department. The ABA’s accreditation
body, they wrote in a recent letter, “is domi-
nated by law school faculty and administrators
with strong incentives to thwart lower cost al-
ternatives for legal education.”

A broader range of options also could let law
students skip the progressive dogma that per-
vades many campuses. The pressure seems to
be working: The same day the Education De-
partment report was released, the ABA’s ac-
creditation arm voted to meet in September to
consider rolling back diversity and equityman-
dates. Too little, too late. The Trump Adminis-
tration might not settle for half measures.

The bar association’s
power over law schools
gets a Trump challenge.

Trump’s Texas Tariff Stakes

T he November midterm elections will be
in part a referendum on President
Trump’s border taxes, and most polls

show them losing. A new poll
by Overton Insights and the
Texas Public Policy Founda-
tion finds that tariffs are un-
popular in the Lone Star
State, especially among His-
panics. Houston, Republicans
have a tariff problem.

The survey, which was shared with us exclu-
sively and will be released next Wednesday,
shows that Texans overall disapprove of his
tariffs, 54% to 46%. Texans who didn’t vote in
a party primary—generally independents and
folks who are less partisan—disapproved of
them, 68% to 32%. Hispanics gave them the
thumbs down, 69% to 31%.

The latter is especially notable because Mr.
Trump won 55% of the state’s Hispanic vote
in 2024, no doubt in part owing to frustration
with Democrats’ handling of inflation. But His-
panics also strongly oppose the President’s
blunderbuss border taxes targeting trade part-
ners like Mexico and Canada, which raise costs
for consumers and businesses.

The Texas economy is heavily exposed to

tariffs because of its cross-border trade and
integrated supply chains with Mexico. Texas
traded $303 billion in goods with Mexico and

overall exported $299 billion
of manufactured products in
2025. The latter include elec-
tronics and computers ($71
billion), chemicals ($55 bil-
lion) and transportation
equipment ($29 billion).

Because Texas is the largest state exporter
of goods, it suffers a bigger brunt from retal-
iatory tariffs, such as those that Canada plans
to levy on the U.S. in response to Mr. Trump’s
tariff escalation. In case he hasn’t noticed,
the tariffs have become an albatross for Re-
publicans in close races across the country,
including Texas.

Republicans hoped to pick up a couple of
House seats in south Texas with large Hispanic
populations after redrawing the state map, but
those districts are drifting in Democrats’ di-
rection this year. Most recent polls show Dem-
ocrat James Talarico leading Republican At-
torney General Ken Paxton in the state’s
Senate contest. Every time he threatens more
tariffs, Mr. Trump is making Democratic leader
Chuck Schumer’s day.

A new poll finds border
taxes aren’t popular in
the Lone Star State.

REVIEW & OUTLOOK

OPINION

If You Gag Treasury, You Gag the Market, Too
There is a fundamental logical

flaw in the core argument in Stanley
F. Druckenmiller’s critique of the U.S.
Treasury Department’s attempts to
lower yields by retiring illiquid issu-
ance (“Let the Bond Market Speak,”
op-ed, Aug. 25).

Mr. Druckenmiller argues that
such transactions interfere with
prices, distorting valuable messages
that could be inferred from the mar-
ket. But Treasury, like any issuer of
securities, is itself part of the mar-
ket. Every decision it makes about
the pace and composition of new is-
suance, and every decision about

whether to retire or not retire exist-
ing issues, is a legitimate choice
made under enlightened self-inter-
est. What bond issuer doesn’t seek,
with every choice, to lower its bor-
rowing costs and manage its risk as
it sees fit? Such choices don’t distort
the market—they are integral to the
market and unavoidable. Indeed,
they are part of the price-formation
process that creates the signals Mr.
Druckenmiller wishes for.

DONALD L. LUSKIN
Chief investment officer

TrendMacro
Dallas

Pepper ...
And Salt

And There Go the Michigan and Maine Races
Regarding your editorial “The

Dumbest Trade War Revisited” (Aug.
24): A key hidden cost of the on-
again, off-again tariffs with Canada
and others is the strain on buyer-
supplier relationships. Buyers and
suppliers must negotiate how to
split the new costs, possibly strain-
ing otherwise effective relationships.
Their time would be better spent
working together to make the high-
est-quality products at the lowest
cost. This hidden price of tariffs also
takes a personal toll on the manag-
ers. While likely impossible to mea-
sure, the trade policy uncertainty
has caused substantial harm to prod-
ucts, supply chains and people alike.

JOHN GRAY
Columbus, Ohio

Leave it to President Trump to
kick himself while he’s down.

A trade battle over about 5% of
Canada’s exports to the U.S. is un-
necessary right now. Canada’s entire
economy is roughly the size of New
York’s. Alienating another ally isn’t
productive.

Despite all the talk of his political
acumen, Mr. Trump misreads sup-
port for conservative and capitalist
values as support for himself per-
sonally. Although he isn’t running in
November, a Democrat (or worse
Democratic socialist) victory will
cause ruinous problems for his ad-
ministration and the U.S. He is un-
dermining potential support for so-
lutions to the much larger problems
facing the U.S.

Handing our country to Alexan-
dria Ocasio-Cortez and Bernie Sand-
ers is arguably a bigger threat to
America than even a nuclear Iran.

JOE BOCCUZZI
Tomball, Texas

Among the many reasons this
trade war is just plain dumb is just
plain politics.

Two of the November races most
critical to the GOP’s retention of
the Senate are in Michigan and
Maine, whose annual imports from
Canada are about $40 billion and
$5 billion respectively. Maine gets
around 70% of its imports from
Canada.

When these states’ voters feel the
pain of the tariffs, they will likely
punish Republicans and award the
Senate seats to the radical left can-
didates running in both states. Mr.
Trump likely will have succeeded in
delivering control of the Senate to
the Democrats. Go figure.

KENNETH A. MARGOLIS
Chappaqua, N.Y.

Our 1.27-Million-Year Debt
Regarding “U.S. Debt Eclipses $40

Trillion” (Page One, Aug. 20): The fig-
ure is so large that it has lost meaning.
Perhaps converting dollars to seconds
can put it in perspective. A million sec-
onds from now is less than 12 days
away. A billion seconds is about 32
years from now. A trillion seconds is
nearly 32 millennia into the future. And
40 trillion seconds is about 1.27 million
years. Put differently, if we could pay
down a $40 trillion debt at the rate of
one dollar every second—day and
night, without stopping—it would take
roughly 1.27 million years to finish.

Washington routinely speaks in tril-
lions. Perhaps we should all stop and
consider what that word actually
means. The numbers may be abstract.
The debt is not.

THOMAS SIEMS
Colleyville, Texas

Where’d All That Money Go?
Regarding your editorial “Ro

Khanna Gets a Wealth Tax Education”
(Aug. 21): California’s population has
been fairly stagnant for the last 10
years. Yet, Medicaid payments have
roughly doubled to over $150 billion
annually. Before Rep. Khanna attempts
to confiscate ever-increasing amounts
from the wealthy entrepreneurs in his
state, perhaps he should spend a bit
of his time focusing on the expense
side of the healthcare equation.

MICHAEL J GALASSI
Hurst, Texas
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OPINION

herself, “I call these my weapons of
mass distraction.” She complained to
David Letterman: “Nobody notices
I’ve got a great ass too.”

She believed in her talent, bet ev-
erything on it. She told interviewers
that based on the evidence of old
tapes it appeared “Jolene” and “I
Will Always Love You” might have
been written on the same day. That
would have been prodigious if they’d
been written the same year.

She never seemed shallow. The
shallow can never quite be tender,
only sentimental. “Coat of Many Col-
ors,” to pick one song, is tender
about people who have nothing and
make do. I have always wondered if,
while it was based on the truths of
Dolly’s childhood, it might also have

been inspired by Edna St. Vincent
Millay’s, “The Ballad of the Harp
Weaver,” a kind of magical-realism
poem about the power of familial
love. For artists, inspiration comes in
many ways and I trace it there be-
cause Parton was widely read and
had good taste. When Marie Claire
magazine asked her to survey her
reading shelf, she picked up John
Steinbeck’s “The Grapes of Wrath.”
She said she loved it, had read it
three times, and identified with “the
hard work and the poor people and
the struggles and the times.”

Show business isn’t prissy, it’s
fleshy, earthy. We think of stars as an
elevated species shining in heaven, but
they’re in the most physical and earth-
bound of businesses, and it involves

Dolly Parton Leaves Us Wanting More
old moneyed establishment from
back East? Come on in, put your feet
up. You’re a black intellectual from a
great university up north? Settle in.
You didn’t have to be uncomfortable
that you were different from her, be-
cause she wasn’t uncomfortable be-
ing different from you.

“I had an ambition and it burned
inside of me,” she once said. “It was
something I knew would take me out
of the mountains.” She loved where
she was from and wanted to get out
as soon as possible. Can’t get more
American than that.

She was modest and wryly self-
deprecating, but she knew exactly
who she was. Sometimes in life
you’re modest because you don’t
know who you are, and sometimes
you know who you are but it leaves
you arrogant. She had the balance:
You’re just a human and so you have
a lot to be modest about, and yet, as
American Evangelical Christians
used to say, “Head high, you’re the
daughter of a King.” Her last song is
locked in a vault to be opened on her
100th birthday, in 2046, and has to
do with her place in history. That
isn’t a sign of chronic self-doubt.

She had an earned authority and
somehow communicated that it
might not be wise to mess with her.
On CNN a former assistant, Wendy
Brokaw, said it’s true Dolly had “the
biggest heart,” but “she was also re-
ally wise”—meaning she could look
you in the eye and quickly take your
measure.

She was merry about her public
persona and invented a Dolly who
would be famous forever and stuck
with it. She said she modeled her
look on the “town tramp”: “It costs a
lot of money to look this cheap.”

She didn’t fight the dumb clichés
that early on gathered around her.
The joke about Dolly Parton for at
least the first half of her career was
that she had big breasts and they
must always be the leering object of
talk-show hosts: “And now, here they
are.” She could have shown indigna-
tion and confided her pain in inter-
views. What about my art? Instead,
she laughed louder than anyone. She
told Oprah Winfrey, gesturing toward

wigs, corsets, sweat, an itch on your
nose when you’re doing the close-up,
the fly that flew into your mouth as
you sang and you had to swallow it.
Dolly always sort of signaled her love
of the mess of it, and it didn’t bring
her down to earth in your eyes, it ele-
vated her even more. Because people
who enjoy the earthiness of life are
the most elegant.

She was a believing Christian and
spoke often and believably of prayer,
and of her prayers. The day she died
her longtime friend Kathie Lee Gif-
ford said on Fox News, “She loved
people because she knew God did.” If
you think there really is a God, and
he really made you and everyone
else, then you have to infer that you
should be exactly as charitable to-
ward others as you hope God, the
day you die, will be to you. That kind
of thought will soften your edges.
Dolly wasn’t hard-edged.

In her philanthropy she wasn’t ab-
stract but particular and concrete.
This was out of keeping with the
philanthropic style of the turn of the
century, in which big money from
Silicon Valley and the great banks
went to things like targeted micro-
loans for struggling female entrepre-
neurs far away. That wasn’t bad, but
it could have been Camden, N.J.
Dolly’s way was simpler. If a child
was preliterate she sent books, if
floods destroyed towns she gave
cash. She paid sharpest attention to
those in her ken, broadly defined as
America, where she had the truest
sense of need and sharpest eye for
what would help. She had been poor
in this country, and so she knew the
poor existed.

On the “Late Show with David
Letterman” on March 24, 1999, she,
Emmylou Harris and Linda Ronstadt
sang Neil Young’s “After the Gold
Rush.” Their strong, clear-bell voices
found and locked into perfect vocal
harmony. I am listening to it now. It
was the last splendid moment of the
20th century.

The first advice of all show busi-
ness is, “Always leave them wanting
more.” Did she ever.

Goodbye, li’l darlin’. We will al-
ways love you.

Dolly Parton (1946-2026) in 1977.
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A t Buckingham Palace the
Coldstream Guards Band
played “9 to 5” when they
heard of her death. The
White House ordered flags

flown at half staff. In New York they
turned the top of the Empire State
Building pink and sparkly.

She was born in the hills of Ten-
nessee, the fourth of 12 children of a
sharecropper and his wife who lived
in a shack without electricity or run-
ning water. She went on to become
an icon, legend, goddess and what
they were calling her all over social
media, the earth angel. What a stu-
pendous life.

TV anchors always lead into the
story of a celebrity who’s died, “The
nation mourns today.” It’s almost
never true; it takes a lot to make a
nation mourn. But it’s true this time.
Things feel lonelier without that girl.

I’ve been thinking about some of
the elements of her extraordinary
impact.

I will call her Dolly because we all
did.

She was a great artist and a great
person. They can’t always go to-
gether and maybe often don’t, but
she took her talent and worked it to
the bone, took the profit and gave a
lot of it away. How would you like to
have it said of you that you would
have been a billionaire if you hadn’t
been so generous?

She knew where she was from but
didn’t build a fence around it. She
was a white working-class girl, a
Southerner from the hollers. You are

Her talent, ambition,
depth, faith and generosity
gave her an appeal that
was close to universal.
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A Food Crisis May Be Coming to the U.S.

I n my last face-to-face conversa-
tion with my mentor, agronomist
Norman Borlaug (1914-2009), he

told me to be on guard for shocks to
the food supply system. They could
be from naturally occurring phenom-
ena like wheat rust and weather or
from human activity such as sus-
tained global conflicts. When a man
credited with saving at least a billion
people from starvation asks you to
pay attention to something, it isn’t a
message you forget or ignore.

We are in the midst of the kind of
disruption he foresaw, due to the tri-
ple whammy of the Russia-Ukraine
war, Iran’s control of the Strait of
Hormuz and China’s manipulation of
the global fertilizer market.

The U.S. government has focused
on the two armed conflicts, but we
ignore at our peril China’s exacer-
bation of the wars’ effects on the
fertilizer supply. Borlaug was
awarded the 1970 Nobel Peace
Prize, of all categories, because
food security is national security.
As he liked to say, quoting Lord
John Boyd Orr, “You can’t build
peace on empty stomachs.”

The White House hasn’t ignored
the emerging crisis, but it must take
urgent and concrete steps to stabi-
lize domestic fertilizer supplies. Fer-
tilizer price volatility threatens to
undermine two pillars of the admin-
istration’s domestic priorities: con-
trolling inflation, particularly food
inflation; and eating more fruits,
vegetables and whole grains.

Let me set the geopolitical chess-
board. Russia is a leading fertilizer
exporter, but its domestic needs
have taken priority amid the war.
Iran’s disruption of the Strait of Hor-
muz interferes with petroleum
movement and fertilizer shipments.
China, a major fertilizer user, has
long been the world’s second-largest
exporter of fertilizer—until recently.
Over the past year, China has begun
to pull back on exports to manipu-
late the market.

Chinese producers use American
sulfur to manufacture phosphate fer-
tilizers, which supply phosphorus—
one of the three primary plant nutri-
ents along with nitrogen and
potassium. Backyard gardeners like
me know it as the P in N-P-K.

Beginning late last year, China
suspended exports of phosphate fer-
tilizers. It then broadened its restric-
tions on additional fertilizer variet-
ies in March and halted most
sulfuric-acid exports beginning in
May. Taken together, the suspen-
sions and restrictions have likely af-
fected as much as 40 million metric
tons of Chinese fertilizer exports.
Largely because of disruptions to pe-
troleum production and sulfur ship-
ments through the Strait of Hormuz,
sulfur prices have increased substan-
tially. China’s continued uptake of
sulfur while banning fertilizer ex-
ports has contributed to a doubling
of sulfur prices this year alone.

Much of the world’s sulfur is re-
covered as a byproduct of oil refining

and natural-gas processing. It is then
converted into sulfuric acid, which
reacts with mined phosphate rock to
produce phosphoric acid used to
make phosphate fertilizers.

China’s state-owned Yuntianhua
Group, one of the country’s largest
phosphate-fertilizer producers, de-
pends on sulfur—the same globally

traded raw material China procures
from American companies. Yet Bei-
jing’s restrictions prevent Yuntian-
hua and other Chinese producers
from exporting phosphate fertilizer.
China is benefiting from access to an
open global market for raw materials
while simultaneously denying that

same market access to buyers of its
finished fertilizer products.

Even in a normal market, this be-
havior has the potential to distort
the cost of fertilizer for American
farmers. When it’s done by a leading
U.S. adversary at the expense of
American manufacturers and farm-
ers during a supply crunch caused by
Chinese allies, it becomes a casebook
example of a national food security
threat.

We can—and should—be free trad-
ers. But free trade can’t mean allow-
ing Chinese state-owned enterprises
to procure critical raw materials from
American suppliers while Beijing pre-
vents American farmers from pur-
chasing the resulting fertilizer. We
must level the playing field.

The Trump administration is right
to promote domestic oil and natural-
gas production. Natural gas is a criti-
cal input for nitrogen fertilizer, while
oil refining and gas processing pro-
duce much of the sulfur needed for
phosphate fertilizer. Energy security

and food security are inseparable.
If you don’t like the price at the

pump as a result of Iran’s belliger-
ence, you certainly won’t like the
price at the grocery store as a result
of China’s exploitation of global con-
flict and its trade practices. As BMI
senior commodities analyst Matthew
Biggin told Reuters this year, “China
restricts supplies rather than com-
ing to the rescue during global
tightness. . . . The export restric-
tions exist because of their tight do-
mestic balance—they’re prioritizing
security and insulating their domes-
tic market from price shocks.” Be-
yond that, China’s actions threaten
the affordability of our domestic
food supply.

The White House should take a
harder line against China and
strengthen our domestic fertilizer
supply chain to reduce our vulnera-
bility to the Russia-China-Iran axis.

Mr. Stier is an adviser to the
Heartland Institute.

By Jeff Stier

China, Russia and Iran
control the global fertilizer
market. That could mean
sky-high grocery prices.

Trump Discovers His Inner Nixon on Rock Concerts
Companies are for-
ever merging or
spinning off units,
launching new
products and ser-
vices, discontinu-
ing old ones. Insti-
tutional capital is
available to entre-
preneurs to disrupt
even the most es-
tablished indus-

tries. Firms raise prices, lower
prices, seek this way and that to at-
tenuate the competitive forces that
drive every business relentlessly to-
ward profitlessness.

In short, it isn’t 1890 anymore,
when the Sherman Antitrust Act be-
came law.

The Journal reported this week on
Donald Trump’s questionable inter-
vention in the Live Nation/Ticket-

master antitrust prosecution. The in-
cident recalls Richard Nixon’s 1971
meddling in the ITT case, which, in a
remarkable absence of coincidence,
resulted in a large donation to
Nixon’s re-election effort.

As with any subject, when you
dig you might reach conclusions
surprising to the casual observer.
Two Brookings Institution econo-
mists broached a taboo subject in
2003. They asked whether antitrust
enforcement actually produces pub-
lic benefit. Their finding was skepti-
cal. It has since been buttressed by
an epic run of cases (certainly epic
in expense and man-hours) tossed
out by federal judges. This litany of
defeat includes showy federal ef-
forts to scuttle mergers and acquisi-
tions involving Whole Foods and
Wild Oats, AT&T and Time Warner,
and Microsoft and Activision.

Every prosecutorial effort nowa-
days seems to begin with a “market
definition” gymnastic, a nadir of self-
respect being the Federal Trade Com-
mission’s 2003 lawsuit claiming that
“superpremium” ice cream doesn’t
compete with, er, ice cream.

The case was a flare in the night.
A letter writer to this newspaper
would much later conclude, “With-
out the continued threat of anti-
trust actions, the post-government
market value of current federal, an-
titrust employees would be much
lower.”

Could some transaction or ar-
rangement be so anticompetitive as
to merit intervention? Yep. Occupa-
tional licensing and zoning restric-
tions, promoted at the local level by
organized interests, are two such
examples. But this isn’t what we

get. We get the kind of case brought
by ex-Trump trustbuster Makan Del-
rahim and current California Attor-
ney General Rob Bonta.

Mr. Delrahim showed his quality
in the AT&T-Time Warner lawsuit,
promptly flopping in court. Mr.
Bonta now has essentially revived
the same failed argument to block
Warner’s merger with Paramount.

But the Live Nation case detailed
in the Journal is a wonder all its
own, a true mess. Most of the
gripes against the concert-promot-
ing giant could be resolved with a
solution that has nothing to with
antitrust.

That solution: big-name musical
acts simply charging market-clear-
ing prices for their tickets.

Antitrust isn’t the answer unless
you think Taylor Swift, Bruce
Springsteen and Bad Bunny engage
in predatory pricing. Yet obviated
in an instant would be many aggra-
vations the government now links
to Live Nation’s “market power.”
Artists are presumed to underprice
their tickets because they don’t
want to be seen gouging their fans.
An alternative explanation some
have proposed: Bands prefer a cha-
otic ticket-selling process because
it rewards the most obsessive fan
who will spend a fortune on mer-

chandise once inside the show.
Mr. Trump, after meeting with

Live Nation officials, ended federal
participation in the case, but it con-
tinues in the hands of 34 state liti-
gants toward an outcome 100%
guaranteed to do the public little
perceptible good.

Antitrust practitioners operate
within a mental framework that
overlooks normal prosecutorial dis-
cretion, which asks: Does bringing a
particular lawsuit offer a net benefit
to society? Unfortunately, America
doesn’t sunset its laws and agen-
cies. When these run out of legiti-
mate purpose, they become actual
menaces. A righteous job of any
president is to protect the public
from these menaces. Mr. Trump has
been a severely mixed bag in this
regard. Witness his Federal Commu-
nications Commission, a recent case
study in obsolescence run amok.

What might help? Law schools
could use their antitrust curricula
as a secret screening device to
steer cynics and chiselers who ac-
cidently get through the door to-
ward alternative professions such
as telemarketing.

Law is supposed to be a noble
profession, devoted to truth and jus-
tice. The larger problem here will re-
main until Congress rethinks the
competition laws, finding a more co-
herent basis for intervention than
bureaucratic life-extension. This
seems unlikely right now, even with
antitrust’s shocking record of court-
room failures. But the great virtue of
democracy is that, as long as there’s
another election on the horizon,
hope springs eternal for Congress
doing something.

One thing his intervention
won’t do is fix the problem
of mispriced Taylor Swift
and Bad Bunny tickets.
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YOUR VOICE

By John Biemer
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

It hit me in our daughter’s new dorm 
room as we were dropping her off recently 
for her freshman year of college. The time 
for my wife and me to say goodbye was fast 
approaching.

Our daughter was lying on her freshly 
made bed with the new pink comforter. 
Her head was on my wife’s lap. Her legs 
were dangling off the bed, her sneakers still 
on. I looked at her and gave her foot a little 
squeeze, and a series of images instantly 
flashed through my mind.

The precious, perfect little feet of a 
newborn. A baby’s first footsteps. The tiny 
shoes of a toddler. The sound of a teenager 
bounding down the stairs of our home. 
These familiar sneakers I was squeezing 
right then that would stay in that dorm 
room that night.

And that’s when the waterworks started. 
Tears welled up from deep within me, a 
feeling of love so strong it ached.

Anyone who has dropped off a kid at 
college knows this feeling. This was not my 
first rodeo. We had seen off our older son to 
college a couple of years earlier, so I knew 
it was coming. But this is our only daughter, 
and it hit me hard.

I’m 53 now. I’ve been to weddings, funer-
als and graduations. I’ve watched plenty of 
tearjerker films. And yet, there’s nothing 
that feels quite like a college drop-off.

The mother of our daughter’s new room-
mate confessed to us that she had been 
crying repeatedly in recent weeks. Her 
thoughts would turn to her daughter, and 
the tears would just flow. At home. In the 
grocery store. Even at the bank.

“Why do we feel like this?” she asked my 
wife and me.

The best explanation I can come up 
with for this complicated, conflicted feel-
ing is that this major milestone stirs up a 
unique maelstrom of emotions, all at once. 
Emotions that pile on top of each other and 
simply knock you out. I’ve tried to make 
sense of it, and this is the best I can do.

Pride: We are extremely proud of our 

children and all they’ve accomplished 
to get to this point. The hard work, long 
hours of studying, and all the time devoted 
to high school sports and extracurricu-
lars have paid off. They are college kids 
now! And we are proud of ourselves, too, 
for raising such remarkable kids. All those 
changed diapers, bedtime stories, packed 
lunches, rides to soccer practice and help 
with science fair projects have led to this 
moment.

Joy/excitement: College was among 
the best four years of my life, as it was for 
many others. I learned a ton, grew up and 
made lifelong friends. There’s a lot of fun 
stuff too! Parties and football games and 
concerts and maybe even a chance to study 
abroad. Once you get into the real world, 
life isn’t like that so much. We are so excited 
that our kids get to experience this. Maybe 
even a little jealous! And we can’t wait 
to visit them and get a little taste of their 
college life too.

Grief/sadness: There’s no getting around 
this. This loved one who was in your house 
every day for 18 years has moved on. When 
you get home from that drop-off, you will 
not hear those footsteps in your house 
anymore. There will be an empty seat at 
the dinner table. It’s not forever. They will 
return home sometimes. But they, and you, 
have entered a new phase of life. Your kids 
are growing up. It’s normal. It’s great! But 
you will feel that void when they’re not 
around. And it hurts profoundly.

Nervousness: You are a concerned 
parent. You can’t help but have a lot of 
worries. This transition is hard on you, and 
it may very well be hard on your kiddo too. 
How will they handle it? Will they make 
new friends? How will they fare in college-
level classes? Will they eat right? Can they 
do their own laundry? Will they make the 

right decisions? Will they be safe? All these 
worries put a pit in your stomach.

Stress: Let’s face it. Moving a kid into 
college is a lot. There’s so much to buy to 
outfit that dorm room these days. There’s 
a lot of paperwork at the start of a school 
year. Classes to schedule. And big bills. 
College is not cheap these days. It adds up 
to a busy summer. Then we packed our 
minivan to the gills and made an 800-mile 
drive to campus. Move-in day itself, with 
all the moving parts and the people to meet, 
can create quite a bit of stress too.

Mortality: Not to be morbid, but if your 
kids are getting older and becoming adults, 
that means you are getting older too. You’re 
a long way from being a college kid yourself 
when your kids are in college.

You throw all these emotions together, 
and it’s a heady mix. It’s a lot to process. 
I’m still working it out myself, as we’ve 
returned home, and I find myself lingering 
a little outside my daughter’s quiet, empty 
bedroom.

She will do great things in college. We 
will keep in touch and visit and cheer for 
her all the way. And we are happy that we 
also still happen to have a high school kid at 
home for a few more years, to cherish our 
time with him until we go through another 
big college drop-off and another big tran-
sition.

And now, when I think about my daugh-
ter going through her first days of college, 
so far from home, I’ve added one more feel-
ing to this mix: lucky.

I feel so very lucky to have reasons why 
my heart aches so much at college drop-
offs. I feel so very lucky to have children I 
love this much.

John Biemer, a former Chicago Tribune 
reporter, is a physician living in Oak Park.

Dropping a child off at college  
stirs up a tangle of emotions

John Biemer and his wife and daughter 
during college drop-off. JOHN BIEMER

Attitudes toward plastic use
Regarding the Aug. 23 article “Scientists 

push leaders to act on microplastics pollu-
tion”: I found it ironic that on the day I read 
this article, I attended an event that illus-
trated part of the problem with microplas-
tics invading the Great Lakes and bodies as 
well.

I attended Supertri Chicago to cheer on 
my daughter who was participating in the 
triathlon. I couldn’t help noticing the abun-
dance of single-use plastic everywhere. 
This was not only the case with the event 
organizers serving up thousands of sports 
drinks to participants, but also the crowd 
writ large. Many of the fans carried single-
use plastic bottled drinks; bottles were left 
on the ground or thrown away, not recy-
cled.

I also see this at social events such as 
concerts. When I attend shows at Ravinia, 
people bring or buy single-use plastic 
bottled drinks, only to throw the bottles 
away, as Ravinia makes no real effort to 
offer recycling options. As large as Ravinia 
is, it has only a handful of recycling bins. Its 
effort in regards to the environment is an 
attitude I’ll never understand.

Which brings me back to the article. 
Until attitudes and behaviors change, not 
much progress will be made in reducing the 
harm plastics have on our lived environ-
ment. This has been going on for decades; it 
feels like Sisyphus.

I believe the public has no idea where 
plastics come from and the negative impact 
they have on the environment. This is due 
to naivete and campaigns by the perpetra-
tors to the contrary.

For instance, do people realize that plas-
tics are made from petrochemicals? That 
is oil and gas companies, such as Shell and 
ExxonMobil, to name two. These products 
help these companies stay relevant. Shell 
has one of the largest plastic factories in 
the country in Pennsylvania; it produces 
1.6 million metric tons of plastic a year. The 
chief product is pellets of polyethylene, a 
common plastic.

Furthermore, the current administration 
does not care about the environment. On 
the contrary, it has cozied up to industry to 
degrade the environment even more.

This article might prove enlightening to 
some, but will it and others be enough to 
change attitudes and consumer choices to 
make a difference?
— Fred Paul, Northbrook

Give fans of ‘Mully’ closure
As a lifelong Chicago sports fan from 

Schaumburg, I am deeply disappointed by 
how 104.3 The Score handled Mike Mulli-
gan’s sudden departure. Dropping a 23-year 
station veteran without letting him say a 
proper on-air goodbye to his loyal audience 
was completely classless.

This corporate behavior puts fans like 
me in an unfair position. I grew up admir-
ing the Payton family legacy and want to 
support Jarrett Payton in his new morning 

role. However, management’s rude treat-
ment of “Mully” makes me question if I 
want to support this station at all. Instead of 
enthusiastically telling people that Payton 
is on morning radio, the conversation now 
centers on how bogus the station was to a 
local legend.

The mature move would be for manage-
ment to invite Mully back for a final fare-
well segment to give fans the closure they 
deserve.
— Christopher Collins Sr., Schaumburg

Devastated by host’s removal
As a longtime Score listener, I was devas-

tated and saddened to hear of the firing of 
Mike Mulligan. Mike brought profession-
alism, sincerity and humor in covering 
Chicago sports teams.

I wish Mully the best in his future 
endeavors, whether it be in retirement or 
getting another gig down the dial.
— Tom Ternetti, Rock Falls, Illinois

Flags lowered for Parton
I don’t want to be a killjoy, and I loved 

Dolly Parton, but what is up with this half-
staff frenzy we have been in as of late?

Some Americans disagree with President 
Donald Trump’s decision to lower the U.S. 
flag to half staff for a week to honor Parton, 
citing tradition and the U.S. Flag Code.

The U.S. Flag Code generally reserves 
half staff for the president, vice president, 
justices of the Supreme Court, members 
of Congress, governors and in cases of 
national tragedy. It can be argued that 
entertainers and cultural icons should not 
receive a nationwide presidential directive 
of this scope.

The rare bipartisan admiration of Parton, 
her decadeslong cultural impact and her 
philanthropy clearly are worthy of a grate-
ful nation, but doesn’t flying the flag at half 
staff overstep the traditional scope of the 
flag’s use?
— Charles Michael Sitero, Ormond Beach, 
Florida

Teacher’s dream comes true
It thrilled me to read the article featur-

ing Edward Gardner, who is a new special 
education teacher at Burnham Mathemat-
ics & Science Academy (“For a new special 
ed teacher, it’s a ‘dream come true,’ ” Aug. 
24).

He had a dream to become a teacher and 
worked hard to make his dream come true. 
What an example he is to all who choose 
to follow their dreams and work to achieve 
them. I would love to hear more about this 
teacher and how he is making a difference 
in the lives of his students.

Is it possible to check in with him during 

the school year and let Tribune readers 
know how he is finding his career reward-
ing?
— Martha Walkington, Bloomington, 
Illinois

A fan of grim reaper in ‘Bliss’
My print version of the Tribune is my 

favorite part of every day, and the comics 
are my favorite part of my daily Tribune. I 
love the grim reaper panels of “Bliss.” I find 
it comforting to see the grim reaper over 
the peaceful hill in a limousine.
— Susan Ohde, Chicago

Note to readers
Construction on Chicago streets and 

bridges this summer has created headaches 
for many drivers. We’d like to hear from you 
about your frustrations with the delays and 
the city’s management of the closures and 
detours. Send a letter of no more than 400 
words by Wednesday, Sept. 2 to letters@
chicagotribune.com. Be sure to include 
your full name and city/town.

Voice of the people

MICHAEL RAMIREZ/LAS VEGAS REVIEW-JOURNAL

For online-exclusive letters, go to www.
chicagotribune.com/letters. Email your 
letter submissions, 400 words or less, to 
letters@chicagotribune.com. Include your 
full name, address and phone number.
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