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Deemed ineligible

The Supreme Court has pointed to the
SIRS flaws by design
t Wednesday's hearing of a petition on the
DelhiSIR in the Supreme Court, Justice Joy-
malya Bagchi asked questions that cut to
the heart of the Election Commission of India
(ECI)’s SIR of electoral rolls. If an existing voter was
“lax, inert or did not respond” to ion

The examination overload, its enormous cost

nce upon a time, not very long ago,
students could focus on their
education, confident that their
academic results would determine
admission to higher education and career
opportunities. Today, millions of young Indians
face not one examination but a cascade of them —
a seemingly endless series of entrance
examinations. Besides board examinations,
aspiring engineers and doctors generally face
entrance tests such as the Joint Entrance
ion (JEE) and the National

forms, was that a ground for the ECI to “forfeit his
or herright to vote forever”? The Bench headed by
the Chief Justice of India Surya Kant said that the
EClI was in “error” to force such voters, struck off
for not returning enumeration forms, to reapply
on Form 6 as if they were new voters. It asked why
voters who had shifted residences could not just
disclose details and why deleted voters could not
fill enumeration forms belatedly. Thisis the central
design flaw of the SIR as it shifts the burden of en-
rolment from the state to the elector, including
those who have voted before, and treats a mere
change of address as ground for deletion. The
share of draft deletions recorded as “shifted” or
“absent” rose from 55% in Bihar to 72% in States/
Union Territories in Phase 3. In Karnataka, about
84 lakh electors were deleted, marked as “shifted”
or “absent” during enumeration. But only a net of
8.2lakh, including new electors, were added dur-
ing the claims phase, with the final roll being 64.5
lakh short of the projected adult population. Re-
quiring moved voters to re-register as fresh appli-
cants defeats the ECI’s historic mandate of widen-
ing the franchise, which was inherent in the
2002-03 intensive revision, where enumerators
enrolled shifted voters at their new homes and the
Chief Electoral Officer reconciled the old entries.

Justice Bagchi also mentioned that the Bihar
judgmentwas nota “binding precedent” and that
the legality of “logical discrepancy” checks, al-
lowed only as an “interim arrangement” in West
Bengal, had not been finally adjudicated. No sta-
tute or rule provides for judging a voter’s eligibility
on the basis of family size or the age gap between
voters and parents, which were two of the ECI's
ludicrous and algorithm-driven “logical discrepan-
cy” checks. In West Bengal these checks resulted in
massive disenfranchisement and The Hindu's ana-
lysis found that in Delhi, Muslims were dispropor-
tionately flagged. But the Court should not merely
issue managerial fixes such as extended deadlines
or displaying printed lists in blocks, as it has in the
past. The final SIR rolls are erroneous as deletions
flowed from a flawed design rather than just lapses
by the ECI. The dead and duplicate entries that the
SIR identified should be removed and newly eligi-
ble electors added. Voters wrongly removed from
draftrolls must be included again. The larger ques-
tions over the Commission’s SIR conduct and how
its members are appointed must also be settled.

Open to probe
Public functionaries must not use
privacy to seek exemption from scrutiny
T he Digital News Publishers Association’s

(DNPA) challenge to the Digital Personal

Data Protection Act, 2023, and its Rules,
has drawn attention to concerns that a law to safe-
guard informational privacy risks creating a se-
rious chilling effect on the media. The absence of a
specific exemption for journalistic activity could
subject reporters investigating official misconduct
or corruption to the obligations of a “data fiduci-
ary”, requiring them to notify and seek consent
from the very individuals they are investigating.
Such onerous requirements could affect investiga-
tions undertaken in the public interest. The impli-
cations extend to routine newsgathering too,
where personal information is integral to report-
ing. The omission is particularly consequential be-
cause the drafts in 2018, 2019 and 2021 carried a
journalistic exemption. The Act already provides
exemptions for certain forms of data processing,
including for research and statistical purposes,
making the denial of similar protection to journal-
ists difficult to justify. Non-compliance can attract
penalties of up to ¥250 crore, posing an existential
threat to smaller and independent newsrooms.
The DNPA petition also challenges Section 44(3),
which amended the RTI Act, 2005, removing the
earlier public-interest qualification concerning dis-
closure of personal information. The protection of
personal information must not be absolute; an
overriding public interest must remain a legitimate
ground for disclosure, particularly when the infor-
mation is held by public authorities. Investigations
into corruption often rely on asset disclosures and
tender documents containing personal data. Res-
tricting access to these records risks reducing jour-
nalism to merely reproducing government
releases.

The Supreme Court, while issuing notice on the
petition, rightly emphasised the need to balance
press freedom with the right to privacy. Although
Jjournalists in India enjoy no specific statutory pro-
tection for their work, freedom of the press is con-
stitutionally protected under Article 19(1)(a). The
Court has also shielded newspapers from arbitrary
state restrictions. However, growing mistrust of le-
gacy media and the rise of independent content
creators have made it difficult to determine who re-
ceivessuch protection. The Centre has also flagged
this concern. Yet, carving out distinct categories is
no easy task — a 2026 Reuters Institute report
shows that the proportion of 18- to 24-year-olds
identifying social media as their primary source of
news rose from 21% in 2015 to 39% in 2025. A pure-
ly legalistic determination of these competing con-
cerns may perhaps prove too onerous. Stakehol-
ders must build consensus on a mutually
acceptable framework where public functionaries
and those handling public funds are not insulated
from scrutiny under the guise of privacy. Union Mi-
nister Ashwini Vaishnaw’s indication that he would
meet editors is a welcome step towards consensus.

»

Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test (NEET),
respectively. Architecture and law aspirants must
also navigate examinations such as the National
Aptitude Test in Architecture (NATA) and the
Common Law Admission Test (CLAT). Others
must take the Common University Entrance Test
(CUET) or institution-specific examinations. With
affordable, quality higher education in short
supply, many candidates make repeated
attempts. Even a good bachelor’s degree does not
guarantee postgraduate admission.

Postgraduate aspirants face examinations such
as the Graduate Aptitude Test in Engineering
(GATE), Common Admission Test (CAT),
Common University Entrance Test for
Postgraduate Programmes (CUET-PG) and various
university-level entrance tests. Research aspirants
face further qualifying examinations, including
the National Eligibility Test (NET). The ordeal
continues during recruitment. Academic
qualifications merely establish eligibility, while
employment often depends on examinations
conducted by the Union Public Service
Commission (UPSC), State Public Service
Commissions, Staff Selection Commission (SSC)
and Institute of Banking Personnel Selection
(IBPS). The proliferation of entrance and
recruitment inations has turned
and employment into a relentless cycle of
competitive testing.

The cost of competition

Each of these layers of examinations demands
months of separate preparation, payment of
separate coaching fees, and unexplainable
suffering and distress. Somewhere in this
labyrinthian relay race, the very examinations
that were supposed to certify students’ lean-un,g
abilities and achi have been rend
irrelevant. It is time to ask a blunt question: why
do we need all these additional gates when the
school and university leaving examinations
already exist to measure merit?

Separate examinations for admission and jobs
were declared inevitable because school board
and university examinations were argued to
suffer from a lack of uniform standards and their
susceptibility to manipulation and rampant use of
unfair means. The argument assumes that the
new layers of examinations would be free from
these deficiencies. The on-the-ground experience
has only proven that the designed cure is worse
than the disease itself.

Public examinations are marred by allegations
of paper leaks and other unfair practices, such as
dummy candidates, mark manipulation, and
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merit garbling, leading to repeated cancellations.
Each incident wastes public money, delays
admissions and recruitment, and erodes faith in
the fairness of the system.

Centralised for seat all

education system, which has long been broken
and continues to be hammered, causing further
damage. Now is the time to focus on restoring the
Cl’Edlblllty of school and university examinations.

complicates the process. They also multiply
anxiety, stress and mental trauma. Layering
examination upon examination rather than
distributing this pressure forces students to
spend their entire adolescence running an
unbroken loop of a preparatory marathon.

Additionally, such examinations entail
exorbitant costs that ultimately fall
disproportionately on families who can ill afford
them. Children from the economically weaker
and marginalised sections of society struggle to
manage and often cannot. Far from being neutral
arbiters of merit, these examinations have come
to reward the ability to pay for preparation rather
than raw ability or diligence in school.

Youth frustrations may have reached a tipping
point, compelling them to take to the streets.
Several States have seen protests of varying
scales. It remains to be seen whether the
proposed strengthening of the law against unfair
practices in public examinations and the
recommendations of the high-powered
committee constituted in July 2026 will address
these systemic deficiencies.

The present system of layered examinations
suffers from design defects and systemic
deficiencies. The National Testing Agency’s
continuing difficulties, despite a comprehensive
review by a committee headed by a former space
scientist in 2024, have raised questions about the
effectiveness of the reforms. The constitution of
another high-powered committee, in 2026,
underscores the persistence of these concerns.

We are still thinking only of reforming this
broken system without stopping for a moment to
ask a critical question: how can we trust
centralised public examinations conducted by
agencies that have repeatedly failed to fulfil their
responsibilities when we cannot trust years of
assessment by teachers throughout a student’s
course of study?

Why bear such a heavy burden when,
academically speaking, these layers of
examinations cannot possibly substitute for the
regular assessment of knowledge acquired over
years of study? At most, they can evaluate
candidates on a much narrower, often more
coachable skill: ticking off the answer choices
quickly under pressure in a specific question
format, while disregarding years of demonstrated
cumulative academic performance.

The result is a strange inversion. Students no
longer study to learn; they study to clear filters.
Classroom teaching has been relegated in favour
of coaching-centre drilling. The board
examination becomes a formality, and we have
ended up with a system where the credentialing
examination that ought to matter most — the one
tied to actual classroom learning — now matters
the least.

Merit already exists, use it
It makes sense to fix the school and higher

their imperfections, these
examinations are not arbitrary, as they assess
knowledge acquired over years of study, involve
continuous evaluation and are moderated by
boards and universities with established
standards. With some investment, they can
become far better and more reliable measures of
merit.

A student’s Class XII marks or university
Cumulative Grade Point Average (CGPA) already
reflect years of consistent performance - a far
more holistic and harder-to-game measure of
ability and diligence than a single high-stakes
examination. If board and university
examinations are inconsistent across States or
institutions, the answer is to standardise and
strengthen them through normalisation,
common moderation frameworks, external audits
and periodic score equating, rather than building
an entirely separate examination system on top of
them. If admission committees and employers
doubt the rigour of certain boards or universities,
those doubts should be addressed by reforming
the assessment standards of these institutions,
rather than requiring every student in the
country to run a second, third or fourth race,
regardless of where they studied.

Admissions to higher education institutions
ought to be based on standardlsed and

d school-leaving esults.
Scholarships and fellowships should be awarded
on the basis of academic performance and track
records. Recruitment to public services could be
based on verified academic records and
structured interviews. At most, a single national
test at each exit level of the educational hierarchy
could be conducted to assess students’ scholastic
aptitude, with the scores used to moderate board
or university examination results.

Global practices

This is not a radical proposal by international
standards. Many countries admit students to
university primarily based on their school-leaving
results, supplemented by references and essays,
with marginal weight assigned to scores in
language and scholastic aptitude tests. It is India’s
exceptional layering of tests, often to assess the
same competency, tested repeatedly by different
bodies, that is the outlier.

The argument for dismantling India’s entrance
and recruitment examination pyramid is not an
argument against standards. It is an argument
that standards already exist, embedded in the
school and university systems which India has
spent enormous public resources building, and
that repeatedly re-testing the same students for
the same underlying competencies wastes
money, invites corruption, and causes real harm
to the wellbeing of young people. Reforming and
trusting the examinations India already has
would do more to promote genuine merit than
adding yet another layer of examinations ever
could

A security deal, but not the end of the Arctic contest

States, Denmark and Greenland on

September 22, 2026, marks an important
moment in the changing geopolitics of the Arctic.
Greenland is an autonomous part of the Kingdom
of Denmark. Under the 2009 Self-Government
Act, it has extensive control over its domestic
affairs, while foreign, defence and security policy
remain with Denmark. Greenland came into the
news this year because of the Trump
administration’s repeated interest in gaining
control over the island. What began as a
territorial controversy gradually became a wider
debate about sovereignty, security and the future
of the Arctic.

The agreement, signed at the United Nations,
expands the American military presence in
Greenland while reaffirming Danish sovereignty
and Greenland’s right to self-determination. It
brings, at least for now, an end to the unusual
tensions between Washington and Copenhagen
over the future of the strategically important
island. The agreement’s entry into force is subject
to the completion of the necessary parliamentary
procedures in Denmark and Greenland.

T he agreement signed between the United

Not a territorial deal

The agreement is essentially a security deal, not a
territorial deal. The U.S. has, for the moment,
moved away from its earlier demand to acquire
Greenland. Instead, Washington has secured
greater military access to the island. The
agreement allows the expansion of the existing
Pituffik Space Base and provides for additional
American defence facilities at Narsarsuaq in
southern Greenland and Mestersvig in the east,
subject to mutually agreed arrangements.
American aircraft and ships will have wider
access to Greenlandic territory and waters for

Sakti Prasad
Srichandan

Assistant Professor,
Centre for European
Studies, School of
International Studies,
Jawaharlal Nehru
University, New Delhi

The Greenland
agreement
strengthens
American
security while
raising
sovereignty
concerns

defence purposes. The important point is simple.
Greenland has not changed hands. But the
American military presence there is likely to
become much larger. The agreement shows how
quickly the Arctic is becoming a strategic region.
Greenland sits in a crucial location between
North America and Europe, a geography that
matters for missile warning, space surveillance
and the security of the North Atlantic. Itis
becoming more important as Arctic sea routes
open up and competition over resources grows.
The agreement includes cooperation related to
the proposed Golden Dome defence system. It
also places restrictions on investments from
countries outside the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO), NATO partner countries
and the European Union (EU) in certain sensitive
sectors. Economic activity in the Arctic is
therefore increasingly being viewed through the
lens of national security.

Denmark’s balancing act
For Denmark, the challenge was particularly
difficult. Copenhagen had to protect its
sovereignty over Greenland while avoiding a
prolonged confrontation with Washington. The
agreement gives Denmark a way to do both.

American military involvement will increase,
but within an arrangement that formally

ises Danish ignty and G

self-determination. Greenland’s Prime Minister
Jens-Frederik Nielsen has also stressed the
importance of NATO in Arctic security. The deal
brings greater American involvement into
Greenland without formally changing its political
status.

Yet, the question of sovereignty remains
complicated. The agreement recognises
Greenland’s right to self-determination. It refers

to respect for Greenlandic society and its
traditional way of life. At the same time, it gives
the U.S. extensive military access and introduces
restrictions on foreign investment in sensitive
areas. The agreement has no expiry date. Some of
its provisions would also remain in place even if
Greenland becomes independent in the future,
creating an unusual situation.

The Arctic’s transformation

The Greenland episode tells us something about
the future of the Arctic. The region is no longer
only about climate change, scientific research and
polar exploration. It is now closely linked to
missile defence, critical minerals, infrastructure,
shipping routes and space security. Russia’s
military presence and China’s growing economic
and scientific interests have already changed the
strategic environment. But Arctic competition
can also create tensions among allies themselves.

For Denmark and Greenland, the agreement
provides a way out of a difficult diplomatic
situation. For the U.S., it provides greater
strategic access without formal annexation. For
NATO, it underlines the growing importance of
the High North.

But the real test will come later. The question
is whether greater American military
involvement can strengthen Greenland’s security
without reducing Greenlanders’ control over
their future. As Greenland is likely to remain
important, its people will have to balance the
opportunities that greater international attention
brings with the risks of becoming the centre of
great-power competition. The way Denmark, the
U.S. and Greenland manage this balance will
shape the island’s future. The answer to that
question will ultimately determine the real
importance of this agreement.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The right to vote

While maintaining an
updated electoral database
isa i

temporary oversight or
bureaucratic inertia should
result in the absolute

iture of their

necessity, transforming
procedural non-compliance
into a mechanism for
permanent
disenfranchisement is
inherently punitive. To
dictate that an individual’s

fundamental right to vote is
adistortion of the
constitutional mandate. The
franchise is an unalienable
democratic pillar, not a
conditional privilege to be
revoked under the guise of

rectifying a “logical
discrepancy”. Furthermore,
compelling historically
validated citizens to reapply
under the strictures
reserved for completely new
electors creates an artificial
hurdle that undermines
civic participation. The
judiciary’s timely
intervention (Page 1,

October 29) serves as a
critical reminder that
administrative efficiency
must never be achieved at
the altar of citizen
disenfranchisement.
Nagarajamani M.,
Hyderabad

Lathering up excuses
The assertion by the Tamil

Nadu Environmental
Minister that the massive
blankets of toxic foam
floating on the Noyyal river
in Tiruppur are caused by
soap and shampoo used in
households is not only the
height of comedy but also a
sign of his ignorance. This
bizarre narrative is a
desperate, risible deflection

from the real culprits: the

rampant, unregulated

discharge of untreated

effluents from local dyeing

and textile units (Tamil

Nadu, October 29).

R. Sivakumar,

Chennai
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Are youth worried they will be worse off than their parents?

polycrisis. What is sort of different today is that

| PARLEY I QQ even the conventional avenues for upward social
and economic mobility are affected. In the
Ly | urope is seeing a wave of protests The context in which young people have current situation, particularly with Al itis
against economic inequalities and grown has been a succession of crises. It is entry-level, white-collar jobs — the traditional
. poor living standards. The immediate what one calls a polycrisis mindset first rung of the ‘ladder - that look more
Lles. causes vary across countries, from the N exposed. And that sort of adds to that sentiment
Verniers housing crisis in Spain and issues with the SILTERNERNIEES of bleakness. Now you have the “elite segment’
is a political education system in France to public anger over of the population who have started to struggle as
scientist and perceived corruption in Serbia and Albania. But well and use their social capital to build or

researcher at
CERI Sciences

one thing is common: youth at the vanguard.
Europe always had space for democratic dissent

counter-mobilisation. What is really interesting
in this movement is the constant reinvention of

participate in these movements. But the struggle
for people has been very long in the making.

Po, Paris and has seen major protests to influence state new modes of organising and resistance against
systems and public policy. But with more and illiberal regimes, far-right movements, and so RA: As far as Al is concerned, there is a double
more youth taking the streets across the forth. The very instrument that sort of generates | whammy for the youth. One, it has come on top
continent and beyond, are these protests merely and amplifies anxieties is also the instrument of general economic stagnation, which means
reactionary, or is there a generational, Acall for change: French school and university students protest, demanding that allows youth to combat it. low employment generation to begin with. Two,
existential anxiety at play? Are youth worried better school conditions and government action, on October 15. REUTERS whatever little growth is there, it is increasingly
they will be worse off than their parents? Gilles Talking about Serbia and the leaderless becoming capital-intensive. For both these
Verniers and Rohit Azad discuss in a movement is taking place. aspect of the movements, the current wave reasons, the youth see a bleak future.
/ conversation moderated by Vighnesh P. has seen students or youth coming together Coming to the climate crisis, I would say that
L) Venkitesh. Edited excerpts: GV: I completely agree with that. The contextin | at the spur of the moment. How will a is the biggest example of generational injustice.
Rohit Azad which young people have grown has been a leaderless movement fare against the The older generations have contributed the
— Is the current wave of protests a cyclical succession of crises. It is what one calls a established state systems? most to global warming, but it is the young who
teachesatJNU  outburst of generational aspirations, and can polycrisis mindset. This generation has lived are going to suffer the most. I think that creates
_a"d pe itbe pared to in previ through the 2008 financial crisis, COVID-19, RA: Even though it was a leaderless movement, a kind of resentment against the older
;ZE:S;C;I generations like the 1968 protests in Paris? climate disasters, war in Europe, and now Al, the Serbian protests continued for two long generation.

and they are yet to turn 25. And so what they are
seeking, first and foremost, is more protection
from the state and not more freedom from the
state, as it used to be the case before.

years in terms of mobilisation. There were ups
and downs, like Lenin said, “One step forward,
two steps back,” but they were at it no matter
what. That is not to say leadership does not
matter, but I think when people are up in arms,
the leadership question kind of recedes into the
background.

Gilles Verniers: There are, of course, parallels
between the May 1968 Paris revolt and the
current wave of protests that are happening in
France. Like 1968, it started with students
protesting about conditions in educational
institutions before gradually spreading into a
broader revolt. What began in mid-September
with a high school student protesting teacher
shortages and so forth has become a nationwide
movement about inequality and the cost of
living. That said, there is a key difference
between 1968 and now: one wanted more
freedom; the other wants a future.

In a late-stage capitalist system or structure,
is the youth movement acting as what Lenin
put it as a vanguard party?

GV: 1 think the historical conditions are
different. Those vanguard parties of the old days
had very coherent ideological clarity that these
movements do not necessarily have. The
movement today has an element of an alliance
of students and workers, but we are not talking
about factory workers anymore in Europe. We
are talking about a completely scattered,
anomic, precarious, salaried class, which has
been at the wrong end of the effects of
neoliberalism. And so, I would say the
conditions are a little bit too different for seeing
it as a simple repetition of history.

Several state systems that exist now have
been shaped by the post-war situation in
Europe and the fall of the Soviet Union. Is
there a generation gap that exists between
the current system and youth, creating a rift?

GV: And being leaderless proves to be an asset
way more than a liability, because the moment
you have designated leadership, they become
targets. The Serbia case is very striking because
they succeeded in toppling down democratically
aright-wing illiberal regime. It creates a
precedent. But every movement is confronted
with very specific national context and
conditions, and they may not necessarily
produce the same outcomes everywhere.

GV: There is a generational gap, not just in terms
of age, but in terms of values, priorities, and
ways of organising. Older institutions are
hierarchical. The youth movements now are
leaderless. The gap between the age of the
political class and the median age in a country is
often very wide. In Europe, you have a large
majority of voters who are ageing and want to
protect the pension system and the welfare state
while schools crumble, literally. There is strong
divergence in terms of needs.

Is there an economic stagnation happening
around the continent and maybe beyond,
and is that what is translating into these
protests?

We see there is a pessimism setting in around
Al interventions and the looming climate
crisis. Every generation has had its own
anxieties, like the Cold War or the fear of a
nuclear apocalypse in the 1960s and 1970s.
Are the anxieties a cycle, or are youth
justified in envisioning a bleak future?

RA: I do not even know why history should be
repeated. I would say that vanguardism had a
role at that point in time. Maybe we need a
different kind of politics, which is more
inclusive, which may have the ideology of the
left or broad issues that the left would like to
raise, but something which is not centralising in
terms of either ideology or in terms of
organisation.

Rohit Azad: Unlike 1968, there is a withdrawal
of the State now. The Left was in ascendance
then; you had Vietnam fighting a war against
U.S. imperialism. The 1968 protests were about
pushing a welfare state further to the left.
Whereas now, forget about the welfare state;
people are demanding basic facilities that the
state should provide. It is a crisis of the
neoliberal model. So, the two contexts are
completely different. In France, the
unemployment rate among those aged 15 to 24 is
slightly above 20%. That, along with the rising
cost of living, falling real wages, and severe
cutbacks in public expenditure, definitely
becomes the backdrop against which today’s

RA: I would stress the fact that digital life itself
amplifies anxiety, because you are constantly
comparing across generations, your global
peers, and with the elites. The information gap
that would have been there when you did not
have a digital life versus what you have now —
you can see the inequality right in your face.

GV: The pessimism in some aspects has a
factual, scientific basis. We have data about the
rise of inequalities, concentration of wealth and
power, climate disruption, and so forth. And we
know, at least in Europe, many young people
expect to do worse than their parents on
housing and pensions and job security. As I said
before, their experience of the world is that of a

GV: And it is a good illustration that social media
cuts both ways. Obviously, they function as an
amplifier of anxieties. But they also provide a
space and the instruments for organisation and
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The changing address of power

TN’ search for a new Secretariat has spanned successive governments;
TVKSs latest proposal to build one near the coast has revived the debate

B. Kolappan

Assembly proceedings was tradi-

tionally reserved for senior journal-
ists in every newspaper. But at Dinamani,
its editor, RmT Sambandam, did not be-
lieve in rigid rules. He sent a bunch of roo-
kies, including me, to Fort St. George,
known as kottai, which housed the Secreta-
riat, to cover the Assembly proceedings.

He would send us off with one instruc-
tion: “Go and introduce yourself to the
man sitting in the first seat in the journal-
ists’ lobby.” He was referring to the The
Hindu journalist, invariably the senior-
most among the organisation’s journalists
and, in a sense, among those covering the
Assembly. The next seat was allotted to The
Indian Express — now The New Indian Ex-
press — followed by Daily Thanthi, and then
Dinamani.

I covered the last session of the AIADMK
regime in 1995 and started going to the As-
sembly regularly after the Dravida Munne-
tra Kazhagam (DMK) was elected to power
in 1996, with M. Karunanidhi, fondly called
Kalaignar, occupying the Chief Minister’s
seat. Jayalalithaa, who had been defeated,
was not in the House. I missed the face-to-
face exchanges between Karunanidhi and
his political rival, Jayalalithaa. Still, we had
agreat time.

The Tamil Maanila Congress (TMC),
launched by G.K. Moopanar and an ally of
the DMK, had occupied the main Opposi-
tion benches. The bonhomie between the
two parties eventually turned bitter. The
TMC launched a new front during the 1999
Lok Sabha elections and joined hands with
Jayalalithaa’s AIADMK in the 2001 Assemb-
ly election.

By then, I was representing The New In-
dian Express, sitting next to The Hindu in
the Assembly.

It was then that the construction of a
new Secretariat became a matter of con-
cern for journalists. When Jayalalithaa an-
nounced plans to shift the seat of power to
Tiruvidanthai on the ECR, journalists, in-
cluding me, dreaded the prospect of tra-
velling miles to cover the Assembly pro-
ceedings and the Secretariat beat. But she
gave up the proposal in the face of opposi-

Cl'g .

C overing the Secretariat beat and the

tion and instead sought to build a Secreta-
riat complex on the site where Queen Ma-
ry’s College now stands. That also met with
stiff resistance, and she decided to conti-
nue functioning from Fort St. George.

After he won again in 2006, Karunanid-
hi began looking for a place to construct a
new Secretariat and Assembly complex.
The DMK government zeroed in on the site
where the old Admiralty House and MLA
hostels stood, just opposite The Hindu on
the arterial Anna Salai. By the time I joined
The Hindu, 1 had moved into the first seats
in the journalists’ lobby.

The construction of the new complex
progressed at a breakneck pace, as Karuna-
nidhi wanted to occupy it before the 2011
election. The dome crowning the building
was not ready in time for the inauguration,
so art director Thota Tharani was brought
into create a replica.

The Secretariat proved extremely con-
venient. But the journalists’ lobby was
shifted to the first floor.

During the last session of the Assembly,
when O. Panneerselvam was functioning
as Chief Minister after Jayalalithaa was dis-
qualified by the courts, he declared that his
party would return to power and that the
new government would function from Fort
St. George. His words proved prophetic.

There was no talk of a new Secretariat or
Assembly complex for the next 10 years.
Even when the DMK returned to power in
2021, Chief Minister M.K. Stalin chose to
work from Fort St. George. He planned to
move the seat of government to Pooncheri,
a place near Mamallapuram. But that did
not materialise.

Now, once again, the ruling Tamilaga
Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) government has
proposed constructing a new Secretariat,
this time close to the Chennai seashore.
But the proposal has already run into
rough weather.

It remains to be seen whether the go-
vernment will heed the Opposition’s objec-
tions and shelve the plan or go ahead with
it. I, however, will be spared the prospect
of travelling to a new building, as 1 will no
longer be in service by the time its con-
struction is completed.

kolappan. b@thehindu.co.in
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Disaster response personnel restore a road washed away by waves during Cyclone Arab at Uppada coastal village in Kakinada district, Andhra Pradesh on Thursday. v. Raju
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FIFTY YEARS AGO OCTOBER 30, 1976

Indian Navy Submarine in
Madras

Madras, Oct. 29: Even as preparations are

under way for the Navy Day celebrations, INS

Karanj, one of the larger submarines of the
Navy is on a routine visit to Madras.

The Russian-made INS Karanj which is
described as an advanced conventional
submarine belongs to what is perhaps the
most powerful arm of the Indian Navy. It has

mine-laying capabilities and with its torpedoes
packs a lot of punch. It came into the harbour

two days ago.
A submarine is said to be more vulnerable

than other ships, and it is essential that all the
systems in it are continuously monitored and
that any defect is set right immediately.

The crew is kept on their toes throughout
with emergency drills.

The boat is powered by diesel engines when
it cruises on the surface, but underwater it has
to draw power from its batteries. For sighting,
it is equipped with a periscope, radar, and
sonar equipment.

Going into a submarine through its hatch is
like going down into a deep mine. The
cigar-shaped boat is divided into watertight
segments and is so crammed with machinery
that there is hardly any space to move about.

For the crew, life on board is very different
from that in other warships. Here they are
tightly packed and sleep on bunks placed
between pieces of machinery.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO OCTOBER 30, 1926
Depression in cotton industry

Bombay, Oct. 29: Representatives of the

Ahmedabad Millowners’ Association were

examined by the Tariff Board (Cotton Textile).
Replying to the Chairman, they stated that

during the last two or three weeks the condition

of the textile industry had changed for the

worse. Owing to the heavy drop in cotton prices,

cloth merchants had lost their confidence. The
purchasing power of the agriculturists was also
going down and the phenomenal fall in
American cotton prices had accentuated
depression in the cotton industry, but did not

affect textile industries of America and Japan to

any extent. On the other hand, they were

making profits. The drop in cotton prices during

the last two or three years had been gradual,

and it was admitted that the bumper cotton crop

of America accentuated the depression.
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NEWS IN NUMBERS
Worth of spices seized

Special buses to be

THE

Persons held across

=EHINDU

Minors rescued from

Amount received by

by Maharashtra FDA

operated by Himachal

Assam in crackdown

child labour in Delhi’s

Rajasthan farmers in

till October 29

in T crore. The

197055

® Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) has seized 11,963.87
quintals of spices and spice products worth
%19.70 crore after inspecting 1,057
establishments between April 1 and
October 29, officials said on Thursday. The
FDA also said it has issued 557
improvement notices during the period. rn

ahead of Deepavali

against child marriage

Gandhi Nagar

The Himachal Road
266 Transport Corporation

will operate a total of
266 special buses on November 6 and 7 to
help people of the State reach their homes
during the Deepavali festival, Deputy Chief
Minister Mukesh Agnihotri said on
Thursday. The special buses would be run
from Delhi, Chandigarh and Baddi to
different parts of Himachal Pradesh. #n

More than 560 people
60 have been arrested in

the latest crackdown
against child marriage across Assam, Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma said on
Thursday. He had earlier said the State
government’s efforts in the past few years
led to over 12,000 cases being registered,
more than 11,000 arrests, and an 81% drop
in child marriages across 20 districts. e

Nineteen children, including
19 five below the age of 14, were

rescued from garment and
artificial jewellery factories in east Delhi’s
Gandhi Nagar area, where they were
allegedly made to work for as little as 210
a day, an official said on Thursday. Nine
factory owners have been apprehended
and nine factories sealed following the
crackdown. eni

crop insurance claims

in X crore. The Rajasthan
34 government has

facilitated the payment
of nearly 3345 crore in pending crop
insurance claims to farmers across nine
districts, officials said on Thursday.
Agriculture Commissioner Naresh Kumar
Goyal said around 318 crore was given to
farmers in six western districts. en
COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

Follow us 0 facebook.com/thehindu X X.com/the hindu @ instagram.com/the_hindu

Concerns over the collegium system

Retired SC judge Justice Sanjay Kaul has shared that former CJI DY. Chandrachud may have discussed proposed judicial appointments with the Centre before the

collegium met to discuss them, prompting a broader debate on the evolution of the collegium system and ways to improve transparency in judicial appointments

EXPLAINER

Rangarajan R.

The Story so far:
etired judge of the Supreme
Court Justice Sanjay Kaul has
shared that former Chief
Justice of India (CJI) D.Y.
Chandrachud may have discussed
proposed names for judgeship with the
Union Government even before the
collegium met to discuss them. He
characterised this as seeking the
government’s ‘pre-approval’, which
erodes the judiciary’s autonomy.

Provisions in the Constitution

Article 124 of the Constitution provides
that judges of the Supreme Court shall be
appointed by the President after
consulting the Chief Justice of India (CJD).
Similarly, Article 217 provides that judges
of a High Court shall be appointed by the
President after consulting CJI, Chief
Justice of the High Court and Governor of
the State. The original Constitution
provided for consultation by the executive
with the judiciary before appoi to

AT

RN =

opinion in Third judges case (1998). The
collegium currently comprises the CJI and
four senior-most Supreme Court judges
for appointments to the Supreme Court,
and the CJI and two senior-most judges

safeguard judicial independence as well
as to ensure quality, as judges are best
equipped to assess the professional and
technical merits of proposed candidates.

The collegium system

As per process laid down in the
Constitution, judges were appointed by
the government after consultation with
the judiciary till 1980s. In the First Judges
case (1981), the Supreme Court had
upheld the primacy of executive in
judicial appointments since it is
accountable to the people. However,
considering the need to maintain
independence of judiciary and insulate it
from political favouritism, the Supreme
Court in Second Judges case (1993)
created the collegium system for
appointment of judges. This was
reaffirmed by the Supreme Court’s

for appoi to High Courts.

The detailed procedure for
appointment, as per the guidelines of the
Supreme Court in Second and Third Judge
cases, is captured in the Memorandum of
Procedure (MoP) for appointment of
Judges prepared by the Union Law
Ministry in 1998. As per the MoP, the
collegium initiates the proposal for
appointment of judges to the higher
judiciary and sends the recommendation
to the Central government. The Centre
may return a recommendation in case of
any objection or reservation with respect
to any of the proposed names. However, if
the collegium reiterates the
recommendation, the appointment
should be made.

The Parliament through the 99th
Constitutional Amendment in 2014 had
set up the National Judicial Appointments
Commission (NJAC) to provide

e k?&il.lfwh |

The collegium system for judicial appointments is a unique process devised by the SC. FILE PHOTO

recommendations to the executive for the
appointment of judges. The NJAC was to
consist of the CJI, two senior judges,
Union Law Minister and two eminent
persons. This was however struck down
by the Supreme Court in 2015 as it
violated the basic structure of
independence of the judiciary. Hence, the
collegium process continues till date for
appointments.

After the NJAC judgement, the
government and the judiciary agreed to
revise the MoP to usher in more
transparency into the appointment
process. However, owing to differences of
opinion on some of the aspects of revised
MoP drafted by the executive, it has not
been finalised even after 11 years.

International practices
The collegium procedure for judicial
appointments is a unique process that has
been devised by the Indian Supreme
Court, that has no parallel in any other
democracy.

In the U.S,, judges to the Federal
Supreme Court are nominated by the

President and confirmed by the Senate.
In the United Kingdom, the
independent Judicial Appointments
Ce ission comprises 15 cc issi
appointed from the judiciary, the legal
profession, and the public. This JAC
selects candidates for judicial office in
courts and tribunals. Appointment of
Judges to the U.K. Supreme Court (UKSC)
is based on a selection commission that
consists of President of the UKSC, a
Senior U.K. judge, and three other
members that includes a member of JAC.
In South Africa, there is a Judicial
Service Commission (JSC) that consists of
23 members, including the Chief Justice
and representatives from the judiciary,
legislature, executive, lawyers and
academia. This JSC recommends names
to President for appointment of Judges.

The way forward

The collegium system has ensured the
independence of the judiciary from the
executive, in the matter of appointments.
Nevertheless, it has its own drawbacks
like the lack of transparency and
accountability. There is also resentment
on account of alleged nepotism in this
process whereby kith and kin of sitting
judges are favoured for appointment to
higher judiciary. The immediate reform
would be to finalise the revised MoP that
would bring in the required transparency
and consultative process in
appointments.

The long-term reform could be to
revive the NJAC with a broader
composition. It can include

P ives from the legi the
Bar Council and academia, like in South
Africa and the U.K. This would make the
consultation process more broad-based
and inclusive. The judiciary could still be
provided with a veto over the final
recommendation to protect its
independence.

(Rangarajan R. is a former IAS officer and
author of ‘Courseware on Polity Simplified.’
He currently trains at Officers IAS academy.
Views expressed are personal.)
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The collegium system, devised
by the Supreme Court, has
ensured judicial independence
from the executive in the
matter of appointments.
However, it has drawbacks,
including a lack of
transparency and
accountability

The long-term reform could be
to revive the NJAC with a
broader composition. It can
include representatives from
the legislature, the Bar Council
and academia, like in South
Africa and the UK.

Assessing the outcome of
MLC elections

The electorate for these polls represents only a section of voters, unlike in general and Assembly elections

Sanjay Kumar
Arindam Kabir

iscussions highlight too much

emphasis being given to the

recent Legislative Council

(MLC) elections across States.
Even a sweeping victory or defeat does
not necessarily indicate a party’s loss or
gain in popular support. This is because
the electorate in these polls represents
only a section of voters, unlike in general
and Assembly elections.

Across Uttar Pradesh, 11 constituencies
went to polls while Bihar saw eight seats
up for grabs. Maharashtra and Karnataka
went to the polls in five and four
constituencies, respectively.

MLC elections are held for the Vidhan
Parishad, the Upper House of a State
legislature, which exists in only six of the
28 States — Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
Maharashtra, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana. A council can have no

strength and never fewer than 40
members. It is a permanent house that
cannot be dissolved. Members serve
six-year terms and one-third retire every
two years, so elections are staggered
rather than held all at once.

Members reach the Council by five
routes. One-third are elected by MLAs,
one-third by local bodies such as
municipalities and district boards,
one-twelfth by graduates and one-twelfth
by teachers. The remaining one-sixth are
nominated by the Governor from among
people with distinguished work. Voting is
by secret ballot under proportional
representation by single transferable vote.

Graduate and teacher constituencies
are territorial, and the Election
Commission conducts the polls. A
graduate voter must have held a degree
for at least three years, and a teacher
must have taught for at least three years
in a secondary school or higher
institution. Both must live or work in the

more than third of the

»

C y, and neither is enrolled

automatically, since each has to apply to
be placed on a separate roll. This is why
these electorates are so small. The
Council has limited powers, it cannot vote
on money bills, and the Assembly can
override its recommendations on
ordinary legislation. That is another
reason these results say little about who
governs the State.

Although these elections do not reflect
a party’s overall electoral performance,
their outcomes offer some insight into its
organisational functioning and strength.
Winning these seats requires identifying
candidates, registering voters months in
advance and mobilising a small electorate
to turn out — tasks that depend on the
party machinery, not a wave.

Congress opens account in Nagpur
With its win in one Nagpur seat, the
Congress managed to gain some
headlines and open its tally. But the party
should take this as a lesson, having failed
to open its tally even in Karnataka, where

it is in power. The BJP-JD(S) alliance swept
all four seats there. A ruling party is
expected to have the State machinery,
cadre and local connect to win at least a
seat or two. Failing to do so suggests a gap
between the government’s position in
Bengaluru and the party’s organisational
presence on the ground. Congress leaders
may rightly say that the result is no
verdict on the government. But a clean
sweep in a State where the party is in
power cannot be brushed aside.

BJP’s victory and cause for concern
It is fair for the BJP to celebrate winning 13
out of the 28 seats, which does reflect the
strong organisational strength of the
party across States. What can be seenas a
setback for the party is that the graduate
voters’ constituency has been BJP’s
stronghold. In the 2024 Lok Sabha polls,
according to the Lokniti-CSDS National
Election Studies 2024 post-poll survey,
BJP alone enjoyed 38% support among
graduates and above, while it was 45% for
the NDA. A party that has long counted
on the educated, urban voter will be
concerned to see that cushion thinning.
The loss in five seats in Uttar Pradesh,
particularly Varanasi, should be a warning
bell for the BJP as the State goes to polls
next year. The party’s performance in
Uttar Pradesh in the 2024 Lok Sabha
election left it short of a majority on its
own at the national level, forcing it to
depend on allies. Varanasi is the Prime
Minister’s own constituency, making the

symbolism hard to ignore, even though
the stakes are modest. The BJP cannot
afford a repeat in 2027, and any sign that
educated, middle-class voters are drifting
away will worry its strategists.

Jan Suraaj gains ground in Bihar

The party opening its tally in Bihar can be
seen as a sign of its growing organisational
strength, especially after its founder,
Prashant Kishor, won the Bankipur
by-election in August, defeating BJP’s
Neeraj Kumar by 19,324 votes in a seat the
BJP had never lost since 1995. Jan Suraaj
had failed to win a single seat in the 2025
Assembly election. Two wins in three
months show a party that is converting its
campaigning into votes. Whether that
carries over to a general election, where it
must reach a far larger and more varied
electorate, remains an open question.

On that count, the Congress has work
to do, the BJP has reason to be careful,
and Jan Suraaj Party has reason to feel
encouraged. The sensible reading of these
results is a modest one; as a rule of thumb
in studying elections, we should not
overread the data. These elections do not
show the will of the entire electorate, but
they do indicate a party’s organisational
strength and mark an important move in
boosting the morale of the party cadre.
(Sanjay Kumar is a Professor at CSDS and
an election analyst; Arindam Kabir is
currently a researcher with Sanjay Kumar
at the Centre for the Study of Developing
Societies (CSDS). Views are personal.)
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Ascene from the 2026 Tamil film Dorothy. SONY MUSIC SOUTH/YOUTUBE

Animals as symbols of caste, masculinity
and human relations in Dorothy

The animals in Karthik Subbarajs period drama appear in moments of vulnerability and violence; fighting roosters and rams mirror male aggression,

while dung beetles guided by the cosmos contrast with people who have clearly lost their moral bearings

Vasudevan Mukunth

orothy, the Tamil film written
and directed by Karthik
Subbaraj, was released in
theatres on September 25 and

+ has taken viewers by storm. It is set in

rural Madurai in the 1990s. It follows two
young men, Subbu and Karthi, and the
rigid ideas of masculinity and caste that
test their friendship. When Dorothy
arrives in their village, her presence
challenges all their assumptions. Sananth,
Rishikanth, and Keerthy Suresh play the
principal roles, alongside Muthukumar as
a powerful moneylender.

But as the humans of Dorothy impose
their systems of domination and control
on one another, try as they might, the
natural world itself remains indifferent to
the social hierarchies they consider so
crucial.

Understanding the motifs

In a recent interview, Mr. Subbaraj said he
based the motif of the rooster in the film
— which Subbu names and nurtures — on
his research into Bahuchara Mata, a
Hindu goddess associated with
transgender communities and whose
mount is a rooster. A festival centred on
this deity is a guiding light in the film. Mr.
Subbaraj also said the motif inspired the
cockfighting scenes, and that he included
it both to represent a piece of the Madurai
landscape and to connote a higher
meaning.

Many of the other animals of Dorothy
are similarly a part of the material world
of rural Tamil Nadu, even as they
represent the human relationships
unfolding within it. Some of the animals
people capture and slaughter, force to
fight, or turn into weapons against other
people.

On the other hand, the scorpion and
the dung beetle act independently of
human concerns, and in one
serendipitous moment, set Karthi’s and
Subbu’s shared journey on a very
different path.

The skinned hare suspended from the
ceiling in the house of Veeraiya, the local
moneylender and Subbu’s father, paints
an obvious picture of vulnerability
stripped of protection, not coincidentally
displayed in the home of a man who
controls other people through economic
dependence and caste power. There is
also a disturbing parallel between the
hare and Dorothy herself. The house is
not just a place where people destroy
vulnerable bodies but also normalise the
cruelty of such actions.

Masculinity and dominance

of Veeraiya’s cc ity also
breed, train, and pit roosters and rams
against one another for their
entertai The visual ing is

obvious: it is the men that are really
aggressive and territorial, seeking
dominance over others. Their masculinity

is animalistic. Yet all the cruelty we see on

screen, especially all that matters to
Dorothy, is entirely human, arising as it
does from caste, property, honour, and
gender expectations, rather than anything
imposed by nature.

When the ram headbutts that poor
man to death, an animal is becoming an
instrument of human judgment. The
violence is organised and conferred a
social purpose, turning the scene into a
commentary on the men, who have also
conditioned themselves to fight and prove
their masculinity.

But then there are also the dung beetle
and the scorpion, and the expansive
verdant backdrop.

Significance of the landscape

‘The animals in the film were
computer-generated, and what the
audience is asked to take away from their
presence and actions in certain scenes is
what the filmmakers have intended. That
said, they themselves are not out of sorts
with what we expect.

The landscape itself, from hilltop
grasses to weeds in the dilapidated pond,
from overgrown shrubs to forests in the
distance, are real in both senses and just
as important. As cinematographer Tirru
said in an interview, the filmmakers
deliberately placed people against these
views to reveal the smallness of the men’s
egos and the irrelevance of their
prejudices within the larger world.

The scorpion is mindless of human
authority and, by being itself, accidentally

frustrates Karthi’s plan for a murder.
‘When Karthi is treated for the sting,
Subbu asks the doctor whether the
poison has left his body — a question as
much about the literal poison as the foul
ideas filling his head and heart. The
scorpion has thus become an agent of
redemption.

Lost bearings

The dung beetle, finally, made a curious,
even amusing, appearance. It has nothing
to do with the plot yet it cuts perhaps the
most memorable figure. It appears rolling
a dungball as three men brawl in the
background. The choice reverses our
usual hierarchy of attention, which is to
put ourselves and our needs first. But as
the men risk their lives over their
pernicious social expectations, rolling
around in the figurative excrement they
themselves have laid, the beetle simply
gets on with its own, thoroughly
unbothered.

Dung beetles also find their way using
the moon and stars, being guided by the
cosmos itself, whereas the people nearby
have evidently lost their moral bearings.

Overall, the animals of Dorothy do not
create a unified allegory. The cattle, for
instance, are just there to reinforce the
film’s rural locale.

But even though they were simulated
on a computer, many of the animals that
do make an appearance, especially in
moments of violence and vulnerability,
deserve our attention.

~N

THE DAILY QUIZ

Please send in your answers to
dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

Video game publisher Electronic Arts announced the closure of the beloved RPG studio
BioWare last week. A quiz on their celebrated space-faring series Mass Effect

Mohammed Hidhayat

control Krogan
[N population.
QUESTION 1

Banshees are
Reaper-indoctrinated
versions of which
species?

[
QUESTION S

because of a
N [N
QUESTION 2 QUESTION 6
Which composer, known
for Requiem for a Dream,
led ME3's score?

A the ending? Name the

QUESTION 3 actor who voiced the

What is Garrus Vakarian’s character.

favourite activity? [N

a, Staring into the QUESTION 7

unknown b. Calibrations Fillin the blank. The

¢. Dancing is a gigantic,

[ worm-like creature |

‘QUESTION 4 believed to be inspired Visual question: [dentify this enormous space station that serves
Name the biological as a central hub for galactic politics. BIOWARE

CcM
K

weapon developed to

Fill in the blank. Quarians
wear environmental suits

Whoa is the primary
human antagonist that
Shepard confronts near

by Frank Herbert’s Dune.

Questions and answers to the previous daily quiz: 1. The
Workers' Party or the Partido dos Trabalhadores was formed in
this year. Ans: 1980

2. Reason for Brazil’s Congress and Supreme Court buildings
being stormed in 2022. Ans: Far-right candidate Jair
Bolsonaro, the principal opponent of Lula, refused to
concede the election and claimed that it was

This led to his

problem

the buildings

3. Brazil’s top political leaders were hit by scandal when this
anti-corruption investigation exposed money laundering and
corruption. Ans: Operation Car Wash

4. Significance of the number ‘13" in association with Lula. Ans:
In Brazil, voters punch in a two-digit number to cast their
vote. Lula’s official ballot number is 13

5. 1n 2004, a New York Times article on President Lula infuriated
him. Name the reporter and what the article said. Ans: Larry
Rohter; he said that President Lula had a drinking

Visual: Here, Lula is seen with another global leftist leader and
icon. Name the revolutionary leader. Ans: Fidel Castro

Early birds: Tito Shiladitya| Sudhir Thapa| Sunil Madhavan|
Baburam Sapre| Suchit Narottam
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Know your
English

S. Upendran

What is the difference between
“dinner” and “supper”? (Nellai S.
Murugan, Chennai)

The word “dinner” is normally used by
Indians to refer to the meal that is eaten
in the evening. Native speakers of English,
on the other hand, use the word to refer
to the main meal of the day. Some people
have their main meal in the afternoon,
while others have it in the evening. So
what we call “lunch” may be referred to
as “dinner” by native speakers of English.
The important thing to remember here is
that “dinner” is considered by some to be
the most important meal of the day.
“Supper”, on the other hand, is
something that is had only in the evening.
And unlike “dinner”, it is usually a very
light meal. One can have it early in the
evening or just before going to bed.
Americans tend to use the word “supper”
quite often. It is usually a meal eaten at
home with members of the family. When
you invite someone to have a meal with
you in the evening, you usually ask them
to have “dinner” with you, not supper.

How is the word “tete-a-tete”
pro d? (K. a
Kurnool)
“Tete” rhymes with the words “date”,
“hate”, and “late”. In other words, the
final “e” in the word is silent. The “a”
which occurs in between is pronounced
like the “a” in “bath”, “path”, and
“mask”; the main stress is on the second
“tete”. Any idea what the word means?
‘When you have a “tete-a-tete” with
someone, you have a chat with him/her. A
“tete-a-tete” is usually a private
( ion between two indi
Here are a few examples:

The Principal had a tete-a-tete with the
‘Head of the English Department.

Rahul has a regular tete-a-tete with
Shoba.

‘What is the meaning of the idiom “to
be all thumbs”? (Keshav Murthy,
Uduvalli)
When you say that someone is “all
thumbs” what you are implying is that the
individual is very clumsy when it comes
to working with his hands. He is very
awkward and keeps making many
mistakes. A person who is all thumbs will
not be good at things like painting,
stitching, and sewing. Here are a few
examples.

Inever ask Govind to dust those
expensive vases. He’s all thumbs.

When it comes to catching, Das is all
thumbs.

‘What is the meaning of “double
whammy”? (K.P. Pillai, Kochi)

The expression “double whammy” first
appeared in a cartoon strip, which was
quite popular in America in the 1920s. Al
Capp, the author of the comic strip “Li’l
Abner” used this expression to refer to an
intense stare, which had a withering
effect on its victims. It’s meaning has
undergone a considerable amount of
change since then. This is how slang
dictionaries define “double whammy” —
double the portion of something,
especially something troublesome. When
you get a “double whammy” of
something, it is usually something really
bad. Here is an example:

We thought he'd come alone, but he
gave us a double whammy by bringing his
wife and children.

Published in The Hindu on May 28, 2002

Word of the day

Fugacious:
lasting a very short time

Syn ONYMS!: ephemeral, passing, short-
lived, transient

Usa g€ The peace between the two countries
proved fugacious as tensions soon resurfaced.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/fugacious

International Phonetic
Alphabet: ffiu:gerfos/

N5
A4
For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to

letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context'
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India’s ‘own GPS’,
which new ISRO
satellite can restore

AnonnaDutt
New Delhi, October 29

THE INDIAN Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is
slated to launch the much-awaited NVS-03 — its third
ion navij tellit n Friday. The sat-
elh te xshkely to restore the functioning of India’s satel-
lite-based positioning system, NavIC, which had stopped
providing location data after the end oflife and failure of
atomic clocks, and recent failed launches of its satellites.
The new satellite’s launch has been in the pipeline
since late 2025 but has been delayed by multiple factors.

‘What is NavIC?

NavIC, which stands for Navigation with Indian Con-
stellation, is the operational name for the Indian
Regional Navigation Satellite System (IRNSS). A seven-
satellite constellation that covers the Indian subconti-
nent and a regionupto1,500 km around it, NaviCisare-
gional satellite-based navigation system similar to the
US’s Global Positioning System (GPS). India is the only
country with a regional navigation system.

‘With all seven satellites functional, the system was
designed to provide location accurately up to 10 metres,
which would be open to the public. A more accurate re-
strictive service would also be available for a fee to select
users, such as those undertaking massive construction
projects or the military. Thesystem, when functional,
can provide better c ol the Indian
compared with the GPS, whose signals are received in
Indiaatan angle that makes it difficult to access in cer-
tain areas such as valleys and forests.

Why did the system stop working?

‘The NavIC system has had a choppy track record. Al-
though ISRO has launched 11 navigation satellites since
July 2013 for the nearly Rs 2,250-crore system, six satel-
lites have failed primarily because of defective imported
atomic clocks and., on a few recent occasions, owing to
orbital issues.

Earlier thisyear, the
Centre told Parliament
that the constellation was
nolonger providing posi-
tioning data.

The first satellite,
IRNSS-1A, was launched
in2013 — with three other
satellites mandatorily
needed for providing posi-
tioning data placed in
orbit by 2015. Yet,a 2018
report by the Comptroller
and Auditor General of India said that the development
ofthe consumer-end receivers — which can be used by
devices such as cell phones to access location data —
began only in 2017. By then, several years of the mission
life of the satellites had been wasted.

To provide positioning darta, a navigation satellite
uses atomic clocks to precisely measure the time it takes
forasignal to travel to and from an object on Earth. But
the atomic clocks on some of the initial satellites failed,
rendering them ineffective.

Two replacementsatellites — for the ones whose
atomic clocks had malfunctioned orwhose mission life
had come to anend — also failed to reach orbit. First,
IRNSS-1H couldn’t be placed in orbit by ISRO’s dependable
Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle, as the shield protecting the
satellite from heat generated owing to atmospheric friction
failed toopen up. Then, the second-generation satellite,
NVS-02, was precisely launched into a highly elliptical
transfer orbit, but its propulsion system failed to perform
the manoeuvres required to get into the final orbit. More-
over, the mission life of 10 years has come to aclose for
most of the constellation’s initial satellites.

GLOBAL COVERAGE

® There are four global naviga-
tion systems: the US's Global
Positioning System. the Russian
GLONASS, the European Gali-
leo, and the Chinese Beidou.

@ India isthe only country

with aregional navigation
system in NavIC.

What ch: navebi d

More thomugh checks have been conducted to ensure
that the satellite’s propulsion system doesn’t fail (as it did
for NVS-02), according to sources.

The second generation of navigation satellites, com-
mencing with NVS-01, carry indigenously developed
atomic clocks with alonger mission life of 12 years. Impor-
tantly, they send.: slgnals inathird frequency, L1, besldes
the L5and S frequency that the existing
provide. Thisimproves interoperability with other posi-
tioning systems, as L1 frequency is most commonly used
by GPS. This band also helpsinusingthe NavIC datain
watchesthat use low-

wearable d such

power, single-frequency chips.
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MANRAJ GREWAL SHARMA

PUNJAB’S DRUG crisis has heaped fresh
pressure onthestate government after police
‘Wednesday “seized” the body of aman who
had died of suspected overdose and whose
family was planning a protest. The body of
35-year-old Daljit Singh was being taken to
thesite in Mansawhere the family of activist
Parvinder Singh Jhota was already protest-
ing. Jhota was killed by a medicine shop
owner whom heaccused of selling drugs.
Punjab has been battling drugs for al-
mostadecadeandahalf, but
benolet-upinthescourge. Accordingtothe
National Crime Records Bureau's latest data,
Pun,ab led the counuy with 6,060 cases of

Alucrative business

One reason the trade flourishes despite
crackdowns is its profitability. A gram of
chittacan fetch Rs1,000toRs 5,000, whilea
single run as a drug mule can earn a lakh.
‘This is matters in a state where job oppor-
tunities have lagged behind the aspirations
of the youth. “Also, you can't discount the
changing social mores, where underhand
means to earn wealth are increasingly ac-
cepted,” said Pramod Kumar of the Institute
for Development and Communication.

An alleged nexus between traffickers,
police and politicians also sustains the
trade. This came to the fore with the 2013
arrest of Pumab Po].lce DSP Jagdish Singh

»ANUNWANTED  Possession Drugoverdosedeaths
HIGH of drugsfor Mizoram ‘ (topfivestates)
trafficking TN:313
Punjab ranks highin (ropfivestates) e 7-,
drug possession (for Punjab:106 W
trafficking) cases, MP:92 ]
overdose deaths i
and drug seizures 5 Tamil Rajasthan: 691l
7 e Mizoram: 65 |
AROUND
0,
57%
¥ pharmadrug seizures
ﬁ id n bal
E I L muum)o
£ 5 :Shah 44 A
g Home Minister Ami oess | herainseizures were
meets Jhotaskin. & inPunjabalone
peopl dovertobuyit. A1979 study, Pharma drugs

in2024.1t

rug
a]so recorded 106, clrugoverdosedeams sec-
ond only to Tamil Nadu (313), in that year.

With Assembly elections due next year,
the issue of drugs is being raised loudly. It
iscentral tothe BJP’s poll pitch, putting the
AAP government on the backfoot. No
major AAP leader has been able to set foot
in Mansa since Jhota’s killing, even as
Union Home Minister Amit Shah, Con-
gress Punjab in-charge Sachin Pilot and
Akali leaders visited the family.

BeforeIndependence

Opium and poppy husk were prevalent
in pre-Independence Punjab and had so-
cial acceptance. Prof Ranjit Singh Ghuman,
author of thebook Dynamics of Drug Abuse
and Addiction in India, said Punjabis con-
sumed afeem (opium) in very small quan-
tities, often prescribed by doctors. The
Royal Commission on Opium in 1894 ob-
served: “The consumption of opium by the
people of India generally is infinitesimally
small; it has been consumed for centuries
by certain classes in Northern India.”

Ghuman says desi daru (home-brewed
alcohol) was long the favoured form of

Opium use continued after Indepen-
dence despite a ban in the state. Since Ra-
jasthan had legal opium thekas (outlets),

© GLOBAL

“Patterns and prevalence of opium use in
rural Punjab (India)”, found that opitm was
widely used by Punjab’s rural population,
despite being smuggled from neighbour-
ingstates at the risk of prosecution.

Vulnerable by geography

Punjab’s 553-km border with Pakistan
makes it vulnerable to ing. The

The global
drugtrail

mountainous parts of Pakistan, Afghanis-
tanand Iran form the Golden Crescent, one
ofthree major global centres of heroin pro-
cessing, The other two majordrug hubsare
the Golden Triangle (Myanmar, Thailand
and Laos) and South America.

Asenior police officer said Pakistan
began pumping drugs into Punjab to
weaken the border state after militancy
ebbed, terming it “narco-terrorism”,

While heroin, locally called chitta, is
smuggled across the porous border, opium
and poppy huskcome from Rajasthanand
‘Madhya Pradesh, where cultivation s legal
formedical, scientific and export purposes.
Charasand hashish (both made from can-
nabis) come from Himachal Pradesh.

Officials suspect high-quality heroin
from Delhi is routed through Gujarat, Ra-
jasthan’s Ganganagar and Hanumangarh
districts, or Jammu and Kathua in the
Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir.

parts of Pakistan,
Afghanistan and
Iran form the
Golden Crescent,
oneof three
major global
centres of heroin
processing.

°
Theother two
major drug hubs
arethe Golden
Triangle
(Myanmar,
Thailand and
Laos) and South
America.

As the state and Centre stepped up
border enforcement, abuse of pharma-

Bholaina rugracket.
Hewasconvicted in2019: and isoutonbail.

Womenin thefray
Punjab Assembly data from March 2023
showed that arrests of women under the
NDPS Act rose 85%in2022 from2015. Entire
families can be drawn into the trade, which
iswhymot C
T

iandcan

ceutical drugs i harply. In 2021,
the Centre extended the Border Security
Foree'sjurisdiction from15kmto50 kmin-
land. Of the 5.13 crore pharmaceutical drug
units seized across India in 2024, Punjab
accounted for 2.94 crore. Around 25% of
NDPS (Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances) Act FIRs filed by Punjab Police
in 2022 involved pharma drugs. Around
80% o[ (hese drugs enter Punjab from
Pradesh,
Uttar Pradesh, Haryana and Rajasthan.
The latest outrage is linked to pharma
drugs: Jhota wasshot dead by a chemiston
October13when he confronted himoverthe
alleged sale of prohibited drugs to addicts,

Theroleofdrones

ferry drugsby
turn peddlers to fund their addiction.

Stategovis’ approach

Since the Akali-BJP government de-
clared a“warondrugs”in 2014, thestate has
followed the EDP (Enforcement, De-addic-
tion and Prevention) approach. DGP Gau-
rav Yadav said the police changed strategy
in August 2022, around six months after
AAP came to power. “We decided that on
one hand we will choke the supply by catch-
ing the big fish and on the other launch a
mammoth outreach programme...” hetold
The Indian Express then.

When this failed to yield results, the
AAP government launched Yudh Nas-
heyan Vlrudh in March 7025 to choke Lraf»

Di i linre-
centyears, with drones now landing in day-

fickers"
with illicit proceeds. This year, its second
hase shifted towards c ity-driven

light. Most are small Chi; dcopter
carrying heroin and arms. BSF data shows
drone droppings rose from three in 2021 to
over200in 2025, The Amritsar-Tarn Taran-
Ferozepur-Gurdaspur belt forms the oper-
ational core of this corridor. The BSF has set
up a anu drone mtelhgem:ewh)g and Pun-

action, deploying over 1.5 lakh village vol-
unteers. Yet drugs remain available.
‘The Congress government had earlierin-
troduced measuns like dope tests forarms
over

Observers such as Kumar point Iu ﬂaws

. but

¢ :evade theforces.

u:ltheEDPanmmrh Hi
itation should d

Protests to power in 2 yrs: How Serbia student movement won polls

EXPERTEXPLAINS
GULSHAN SACHDEVA

PROFESSOR AND JEAN MONNET CHAIR AT
THE CENTRE FOR EUROPEAN STUDIES, JNU

A STUDENT-LED movement in Serbia
wonaclearmajority in parliamentaryelec-
tionson Sunday, unseating President Alek-
sandar Vucic after over a decade. The de-
Velopmen[ comes as many COUI’lll’iES,
including in Europe, witness student-led
‘movements calling for fixing systemic is-
sttes, from corruption to education. How
did Serbia go from a student movement to
unseating the president in two years, and
whateffect could this have on the region?

Students made decisions about the move-
ment through open campus assemblies,
‘where they debated and approved their
courseof action. What began as weekly pro-

Survival
strategy

@ The decentralised
i i

form and education. It called on allopposi-
tion it rather
than field their own. The List won 141 of the
250 seats, forcing Vucic to concede defeat.

tests and campus soon became
anational movement, as other parts of so-
ciety, including teachers, actors, and
farmers, joined the ions. Alle-

g
within the movement
madeit difficult for
Vugic's

gations of collusion between the ruling
party and organised crime also gained
prominence, inspiring one of the move-
ment’s slogans: “Serbia or the Mafia?”

In September, after nearly two years of
protests, Vugi¢ announced snap polls and
resigned as President, five months before
the end of his second and final term. With
control over the media and state institu-
tions, he appeared confident of returning
to power as Prime Minister.

The movement, meanwhile, sought to

i isedel

toral platform: “Student List - Students
‘Win.” The List brought together 250 candi-
dates from diverse backgrounds, including
morethan 160 PhD holders. Itexcluded in-

discredit

The adopted a cautious ap-
proach to contentious foreign policy ques-
tions. The List maintained that Kosovo re-
malned part of Serbia, despite its

significant boost to student movements
across Europe. It could inspire other move-
ments, demonstrating how sustained,
peaceful mobilisation can challenge deeply
entrenched political regimes and bring
about political change without violence.
Italso has implications for the Russia-
Ukraine War. No government in Belgrade

tion itor  dec in2008. While
arresta key figure. amund 100 countries have recognised Ko-  cultural, religious and economic ties with
. tsi SOVO's i India, China, Russia ~ Russia. Both countries share the Orthodox
and five Union (EU) member  Christian tradition. The List has an-
arties helped pre- states continue to withhold n. It nounced seﬂmwm halt
:evve D holdinga onSer- toall conflict zones, including to those
public trust. o : :
bia’s EU membership, and opposed sanc-  western countries that subsequently
® Students went tions on Russia over the Ukraine war. supply weapons to Ukraine.
beyond campus pro- o o o

tests, engaging in
door-to-door can-
vassing and reaching
outtovillages that
supported Vugcic.

® The movement
remained peaceful

‘Why is Vuéi¢’s defeat signi 2

major Accession progress has

Vuéi¢ has dominated Serbian politics
since 2014, firstas Prime Ministerand later
as President. He emerged as a prominent
ultranationalist leader duringthe Yugoslav
wars and NATO’s bombing of Serbia in
1999. He later co-founded the Serbian Pro-

been held back by concerns over the rule of
law, judicial independence, media freedons,
the normalisation of relations with Kosovo
and Serbia’s limited alignment with EU for-
eign policy, particularly its refusal to align
fullywith sancuons againstRussia. Thismay

‘Whatled to th t?

The student movement was triggered
by the collapse of acanopy ata railway sta-
tion in Novi Sad city in November 2024,
which killed 16 people. The disaster soon
became a symbol of alleged |nsmuuonal

ption and lack of aci

It was followed by campus blockades

that calated i rotest:

with politi-
cal parties. Its candidates included univer-
sity teachers, actors, farmers and singers.

and gressive Party repositionedhim-  change,c

d By selfasamore pragmatic leader. European Commission Presidem Ur—
using national sym- In power, Vuci¢ pursued amulti-vector  sula von der Leyen said: “We stand ready
bolsrather than EU fnmgn polxcy P_ngagmgwnth theEUwhile  tosupport reformson the rule of law, media

Collectively, they ped a

outlining their vision for the country.
‘Tobroadenits appeal and avoid internal

divisions, the movement prioritised do-

mestic issues, including medla freedom

anti-corruption re-

flags, the
madeit harder for

the administration to
paint the movement
asexternally funded.

tieswith Russia. Healso

freedom, the fight against corruption and

opened Serbia to Chinese i in-
cluding the Belt and Road Initiative.

‘What does this mean for Europe?
The students’ victory could provide a

trong democratic insti , and to work
together to advance Serbia’s future in the
European Union.” The new government
may adopt a more cautious approach to-
wards Chinese infrastructure investments.

Siang dam: Why the project to counter China faces opposition in Arunachal

Shinjini Ghosh
New Delhi, October29

TENSIONS ARE rising in Arunachal Pra-
desh’s Siang belt, with sections of the in-
digenous Adi community, youth leaders
and residents objecting to the proposed
Siang Upper Multipurpose Project (SUMP).
A12-hour shutdown was called last Fri-
day; reports of vandalism and violence
emerged soon after it ended. On Thursday,
several groups! heldamllvmstatecaplml Ila-
nagar, protesti
the release of protesters and activists de-
tained in connection with the agitation.
Accordingtolocal residents, the project
th them it iall
and also impinges upon the sentimental
and cultural heritage attached to their an-

sential to counter China’s proposed up-

TheIndian Express: “Thegovernmentistry-
ing to say that the SUMP is required to
counter China. But the problem is that we
don’teven knowthe basicdimensionsof the

“rushed beyond the feasibility stage.”
Khandu said that if experts found the

project not feasible, “there will be no

further proﬂress The Chief Minister also

stream damand isanational securityissue.  « PROPOSED PROJECT

‘Whatis the Siang Project? Yarlung Tsangpo 11,200-MW
At 11 ZOO MW, the SUMP is touted to be - —)

Indi 1 project. Plansto 3 "Z Multipurpose

harnessthe: Sxang and Subansiririversdate
backt0 1982, whenthe Brahmapu[raBoa[d
projects; countering
Chm&se projects was nota primary concern
then. In 2013, however, the central govern-
mentraised concerns over Chinese projects
on the Yarlung Tsangpo — as the Siang is
known in upstream Tibet—and expressed
interest in being a downstream user.

In 2017, the proposed Siang Upper
Stage-I and Stage-II were merged under
one umbrella, which eventually
as tha SUMP. The project gained further

cestral land. Evenas the g goes
ahead withthe pre-feasibility survey (PFR),
apprehensions have only grown. Thestate
government maintains that the SUMPis es-

after China approved its

60,000 MW lower Yarlung Tsangpo hydro-

power project in December 2024.
Speaking to The Indian Express, Ninog

3 Project

" ARUNACHAL
PRADESH

Brahmaputra river

Ering, Pasighat West MLA, said, “Itisa na-

tional interest project. What if China pur-

posely releases water and uses it [its dam]

asawater bomb? We need checks and bal-

ances in place. This is why the Centre em-

phasised that we need this project.”
Experts, however, have questioned this

Hi 'Thakkar, i

of the South Asia Network on Dams, told

assured e ions with af-

Chir i owtheop-
er'munal SoP of the project will we know
what kind ofimpactitwill have on Indiaand
what needstobe done totake care of it.”
Thakkar said it was essential for India
to seek public details of the project from
Beijing. try we have

fected communities if the SUMP prog-
resses beyond the feasibility stage, mclud-

it ever happened? The authorities should
give it to us in writing that even after the
PFR, the dam will not be built. Evenif the
PFRisdone, wewill notallowtheconstruc-
tion of the dam,” said Siram, a member of
the Siang Indigenous Farmers’ Forum.

‘What d stand tolose?

ing a social impact
environmental assessment and prepara-
tion of adetailed project report.

“TheChief Minister hasal-

the right tothat information. India s push-
ing for the project by just assuming that it
will help counter the Chinese project. Even
ifIndia wants to go ahead with the project,
itwill not be possible without the full coop-
eration of the local community.” he said.

‘What is the project’s current status?
The SUMP is currently at the pre-feasi-
bility survey stage. In Arun-

ready given the assurance that even after
the PFR if villagers do not want the project
togoahead, then it will not be done. How-
ever, it should be kept in mind that the gov-
ernment willlookintoall aspects forthe af-
fected residents, including proper
compensation and rehabilitation.”

Dubit Siram, a resident of Geku village

along saidit thatthe

Condemning the recent vandalism re-
ported from Pasighat, Ering said: “People
havetherighttobeangry, but we are ready
to hold conversations. Maybe we could
have implemented the awareness pro-
grammes sooner. But there are elements
that are instigating the protestors.”

For the indigenous communities, the
loss of ancestral land and livelihood are at
thecoreof theissue. “We will be refugeesin
our own land,” Siram said. Thakkar also
slressed that for m(hgenous communities

backonce the PFR

and theSiang

achal Pradesh Chief Minister Pema
Khandu said the project would not be

epaper.indianexpress:com .- .

iscompleted. “Itis unlikely that the PFR will
say that the project is not feasible. When has

New Delhi

is like a “mother for them culturally, econ-
omically, socially and on religious terms.”
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E100 won't solve India’s

oil import problems

— Shyamasis Das
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1t does not matter how
slowly you go as long as
you do not stop.

— Confucius
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH
INVOLVES USALL

CPCplenum narrow:
focus to purges, discipline

Reforms 3.0 underline a credibility
gap. First, reform the reformer

HECABINET sectetary recently
announced that Indiawasabout
toembark on A istrative

often
scale competition, or learning-by-doing”.
Whe he conditions for this?

Reforms 30. Normally, such an

Or, even more candidly, i in 16.131, the In-

ian

ticipation, if not excitement. The next stage
of reforms is coming. Indld badly neecls re-
formsto meetthei

ing in “a hybrid zone where rents are avail-
able, enforcement is uneven, and political
‘marketdiscipline”.

4
PrATAP BHANU

the global economy, the fragility ofits: exte:~ In plain terms, the Chief Economic Advisor MEHTA herewasaview that
HE CLOSED-DOOR plenumofthe Central Committee nal sector, and lopsided domestic growth.  is hinting at the political economy of in- = of rents, centralising it rather than doing
oh‘.he OommumstPanyofchma (CPC) lsheld (ypxcally But for a government in its 12th year of  fluence and corruption at the heart of the away with rents altogether, would help. But
he period bx power, Reforms 3.0 does ot signal thenext  problem. This is a brave and candid admis- itis increasingly clear that more and more
gtesses that take place every five years. In the past, the stage. Itis: a]mostanadmmoncr thefailures  sion from an official of the government 12 actorsareextractingrents at different levels
calendar hatthefifth ofthe Weneedtounder-  yearsin power. This political economy sub- of government; they have even found a by-
for the country’s next five-year economic plan. This time, how- stand the constitutivestructural reasonsre-  vertsanykind ofadministrative reform, and pass for digitised solutions. Then there are
ever, theeconomicblueprint —the15th Five-Year Plan— had al~ lated to the nature of this governmentthat ~ with the perception that the government other, standard fallaciesof reform. Changing
ready upatthe fourth pl last year, after the cus- place abinding constraint on reform. clearly favours particular business groups, the formal rules of administration or busi-
tomary lisrupted by the delayed third plenumin Butletuslookatthecontext. IMFreports  this problem has become worse. ness is not the same thing as ing the
2024. The meeting held from Ocmber 2610 29 ‘was devoted, m~ shouldbe read critically, But the 2025 Article ‘The first attempt at “Ease of Doing Busi- institutional conditions under which these
stead, towhat the Polil “majori Four Consultation Report has lines most  ness” wassuch an eyewash, in part because rules operate. China showed theopposite: ~ 74th
the sustained advancement of full and rigorous Party self-gov- would concurwith. “Firmsreportlongercus-  the World Bank’s index, in which we were meantmore
ernance”. That the ruling party of the world’s second-largest econ- tomsdelaysin India compared to peersand trymgtochmb up, wassomethingofafarce. man the rules. Changing the rules does not
nmy appearsto be shiftingits [ocus from economlc plannmg to senior management spend more time on has often been by mseli remove [he obstacles and frictions
ineofi regulatory i "Inan it ging the formal rules of business to Butthegovern-
‘The apparent shift in ageuda comes agamst the bar:kdmp of says, “Firm dynamism, a I(ey potential en- send amessage: It consolidated parts of the ment measures its success by those. Appar-
President Xi Jinping’s long: gine for productivity, in ently, thecabinet. secre(a:y iden:iﬁedutypes
and sweepmg purges. These have reduced the Central Military India. The entry and exit rates for firmsare  reforms as an achievement; some regula- of
itary decisio i dy, which below one per cent compared to8to13per tions, like the incorporation of companies, ‘might affect institutional performance ms
ncrmally has seven members, to |ust two. At last year’s plenum, cent in comparator economies. Fifteenper  have been simplified: environmental regu- way of a
37 Central Committee members wereabsent, 27 of them from the cent of firmsin itssample qualify aszombie  lations have been unconscionably problem even at the highest ]evels
military. With the 21st Party Congress due next year, where Xi is firms.” But it is our own Economic Survey  gutted; many offences have been Therecanbeno lasting reform ofbureaucracy.
widelyexpected toseeka fou.n.h term as party chief, the plenum 2025-26that providesthemostdamningin-  decriminalised. Butthese apparent lessti hiti = With thisgovernment, there is
framed the effort t trol over the party 3 dictment. Curiously, these lines are framed  simplifications have been under- uniess = estate mac| Cl:y Is amore fundamental problem: Its
has made his i of disloyalty explicit, i ina as a critique of Indian capital —its propen-  mined by complexity elsewhere: committed to presumptive ideology of governance. There can
speech in January this year when he warned against “two-faced sity to seek rents rather than invest in long- ~ Unclearquality control orders, less trustin citizens, be no lasting reform unless the

people”. Part of the explanation lies in the different foundations
of Xi's power compared with that of Mao Zedong, the only other
leader of Communist China to have amassed acomparable de-
gree of] 1 authorit heavilyona
ity cultand hi con-
straints. Xi, by contrast, has consolidated authority through the
formal structures of the party. So while Mao could mobilise his
apparatus, Xi'sruledepends
on that apparatus functioning as an effective instrument of his
will. Hence me connnued focus on discipline in the plenunm’s
’hlg,h czhbre officials
with firm politi i I com-
petence, excellenlworkconducr and strict discipline.”

Theimg yond Xi’s politi-
cal fortunes, as questions loom over the 2027 leadership shuffle
and his succession plan. In a system where the Party eﬁecnvelv

thewayit itselfhas far—
Itwillshape how China project
its power abroad, 1mpacnng global ma:kem supply chains, the

other powers.

For affordable cancer
care, go beyond price caps

HE GOVERNMENTS decision to regulate trade mar-
ginson non-scheduled cancerdrugsisaresponsetoan
urgent public-health concern. Inrecent years, new ther-
hopeforcancer; . Atthesame
ume unaﬂ”ord'\ble drugs are known to be a major cause for pa-
i ij ing medi-
cation. According to the National Pharmaceutical Pricing Auth-
ority, xnremxed.lanes between manuJacture:s and patients —
stockists, dis
— add an average profit mark-up of around 170 per cent to the
prices of these medicines. Now, the government has capped the
seller'sprofitat 30 percent ofthe MRP. The intervention’slitmus
test will be in making treatment more accessible.

prices

setby ‘The capd applyonlyto!
which companies sell medicines to distributors or hospitals. If
rhe initial price is too l:ugh the treatment may remain unafford-

the limit force. Patented
drugs face little competition from genenc al(emanves glvmg
theirprices. ]
tory of Iready subject to caps the limita-
tions of h. cost of ribociclib

rose fromRs 58,000 to Rs 78,000, despite the restrictions placed
onprofitson Lhe breast cancerdmg in2019. Ano(herchauenge is
theuseofartif ‘market price.

may offer steep di on asmall number of

¢ i il ingmostof theirstock

at much higher prices. This could make it difficult for regulators
todetermine the medicine’s actual market price. Trade margin
bycloserscrutiny of manu-

must

facturers’
Atthe same time, regulation must be designed and enforced
with care. Pharmacies have legitimate costs, i ing those re-
lated tostorage: and handling. A blanket approach could disrupt
d affect the quality of care, There
arealso fears that hospitals will pass on costs to patients through
meanssuchas increasing roomrents. Price control needstowork
inconcert public- iices,
wideri:

Put your phone
away and tuckin

NHISbookof manners, Urbanus Magnus, the13th-century
English courtier Daniel of Beccles wrote: “One can have a
meal without a table, but not without a tablecloth.” In the
Z]sl century, one might say that it is not possiblew havea
meal rsoit b

termcapital. Buttheyarethe clearestindict-
ment of the current regime cloaked in a

cleartaxenforcement, repeated use
of retrospective taxation, and the
i ‘min-

discussion of Indian capital. P

16.132says, “Regulatory
margins, and firm-specificaccommodations

affectordinary
citizens. We are back in an era of

decentralisation,anda
hostility to unnecessary
surveillanceand control

ance. India remains a difficult place to do
businessorsetup organisations, aseventhe
Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Commerce noted.

Sowhy has reform been so ineffective in
unleashmg dynamism? The political econ-
omy i inly atthe heanorv

andahostility urveillance
and control. This government is off the
charts onall fronts.

Thisgot citizen:
as autonomous agents capable of conduct-
ing their own affairs. Instead, even more so
than previously, it treats them as sources of
disorder, evasion or anti-national activity.
Paradoxically, the more information it col-
lectson citizensand businesses, the more it
gets the discretionary power to intervene.
“Logical discrepancies™ are not confined to
the SIR process; they have become a mode
of governance. For years, it was common
sense that India’s biggest reform would be
decentralisation. But this is the most cen-
tralised vwemmenl in modem history —

fiscally, ively, Instead
of serious reforms on the lines of the 73rd ,

ments have been reduced m central tute-
lage. The cabinetstructure is more depend-
ent on the PMO. And finally, the political
of this government is, by in-

state machinery, on principleand
by instinct, is committed to three
propositions: Presumptive trustin
citizens, decentralisation to ap-
propriate levels of governance,

stinct, committed to control. In mission
mode, and when the political economy in-
centives align, it can do things well: High-
ways, small pockets of industrial policy. But
even by Indian standards, the control it ex-
ercises, even on the corporate sector, is un-
precedented. If the government is serious
about reform, it has to reckon with its core
ideology. Otherwise, we will be in another
top-down bureaucratic exercise. Reforms
3.0 underscore the credibility gap this gov-
emment faces. Weare dyingoftoomuchre-
form, without any reform of the reformer.

The writeris contributing editor,
The Indian Express

In season of protests, price of
speaking up, costs of silence

N THIS season of global protests, the
politics of dissent is unfolding in un-

bec absent fr

sations in which their influence might

d places, i inbook
stores across Britain. Faberand Faber
recently announced that Sally Roo-

ney'sbookswill nolongert the
United ngdcm inany formar. The Insh
writer hasy
Pa]esnneActmn‘ agroup proscribed by the
Britishgovernment. Faber’sstatement read,
“Currentlegislation inthe UK hasled to cir-
curns[anceswhereFabercannot passonUK
toSally Rooney forher work. Tosell
awriter’s work and not be able topass on
earningsisanur for
apublisher. As such, and in full agreement
with Sally, we have taken the decision...”

It is an episode with implicit lessons
about our reaction to famous people when
they astand —andjustas i
‘when they refuse tospeak up.

There is, to begin with, the business of
commerce: What happens when a writer’s
political convictions collide with the legal
and financial struct hich her
workreaches readers? Or, whena musician
expresses political views on stage? There is
theold, insistent chorus that art and politics
mustremainseparate, that theircoming to-
gether is in some way an overreach, to be
censured in the only way that money
knows: By withholding support, as it hap-
pened last month with rapper Macklemore
‘who was removed under pressure from
sponsors and stadium owners from Ed
Sheeran’s US Loop Tour for voicing support
for Palestine.

In Rooney's case, the decision to with-

draw was mutually taken by the writer and
iesofdi

PAROMITA
CHAKRABARTI

1f we welcome
the emotional
and intellectual
experience that
art offers, we
mustalso
reckon with the

are often drawn without an explicit inter-
vention from the state; it is enough to make
the counterparty anxious about the conse-
quences of association: The publisher, the
promoter, the producer, the venue, eachacts
to protect itself, and the result is lost deals,
professional isolation, threats — a censor-
ship by other means Lha( nobody owns.

‘What doesit meanwhenabeloved writer,
musician or actor becomes entangled in a
political dispute, and what does ourresponse

InIndia,

ossibility that
p 4 stars has grown deafening over me years,

its makers will

of professional
back]ash creates incentives for caution. In
2015, for instance, when actor Aamir Khan
spoke of rising i in the country,
he was met with swift backlash from sec-
tions of the ruling party, his colleagues and
fans. The cumulative effect of such majori-
tarian pushback is that public figures can

hold
convictions
that chall
unsettleor
evenoffend us

India must setahigher bar
oncleanenergytargets

‘TTHE Paris in2015, Indiag
by 2030, 40 per cent of its power capacity would
Itgott] ine year
early. It also pledged to cut Lhe emissions intensity
fi perrupeeof GDP,

by33-35 percent from2005levels. Itmetthat goal too, withadec-

to that entanglement reveal about the pur- RITWICK ade to spare. The problem is that India’s pledges ask little more
poses forwhich we consume culture? GE 5 than what the country is already on track to do.
Rooney’s fiction —from Conversations EORGE With the Hormuz crisis sending oil above $100. a barrel, and
with Friends(2017) to Normal People (2018) ahead of COP31, it’stime for India tosetamt
to Intermezzo (2024) — grapples with inti- ddeliveronthem—! and safer
macy, class, power and the uneasy moral path. theUN fail itglobal
negotiations of contemporarylife. They in- 1.5°C, calling for wuhnoactual
i i i i feasible doso.NDCs: reduc-
tween private emotions and the public ingGH(‘ i i routinely beenweakand
structuresthat shape them. Thereader who notaligned wit 1.5°C. TheMarchpledge
values a writer's capacity to illuminate the raises similar concerns about scope and ambition. India now
world might reasonably be expected torec- promises 60 per cent clean energy capacity by 2035, despite al-
ognise that this does not end when the ready reaching nearly 53 per cent in February. It also promises to
novel ends. cutemissionsintensity by 47; percen[ byZOSS Intensxtyasdm&
Ina2019interview with Louisiana Chan- ricisskewed becauseit iveto:
nel, bserved that our output. If an economy doubles while cutting intensity by 40 per
withtheworld is “notjustoptional, you can’t cent, it will still emit 20 per cent more. Focusingon intensity also
just opt out of the rest of humankind”. Per- allcws Indiato report steady reductions on paper wtule keeping
haps this is also what art asks of us: To re- ions rising. Most major jies have toab-
ma].n opento Lwes beyond our own, to rec- solute limits, including China. India is the largest emitter still in
inothers. To the Paris Agreement withoutone:
insist that artistesabandon these capacities What India’s pledges leave out is also telling. It plans to grow
when they speak publicly is to value their coal capacity 46 per cent by 2035, Coal still generates more than
ability to move us while denying them the two-thirds of India’s electricity, and clean sources supphed |ust
right ro be moved lhemselves Ifwe wel- 29 percentofTs last year, despi
andi percent. Sincethe Iran war began, Inmascmdelmponsmrough
ence that art offers, we must also reckon ‘Hormuz have been disrupted. Coal cannot solve this; oil and gas
withthe possibility that its makers will hold fuel India’s carsand kitchens. The way outis toelectrify. Increas-
convicti even ingly, the cheapestwaytodothat 1sthe sun. I.n anational auction
offend us. And when celebrities remain si- for round-th inatRs5.25,
lenton ‘publiccor fixed for 25 years, while coal contracts signed in 2025 started at
readily lending themselves to commercial RsS. 38 10 Rs 6.30 and are pm]ected torise with fuel costs.
i itisfair ionthetermson rgets. It should name! the
which that visibility is offered. . yearits power-sector
Thewi fRooney* from Indiashould (ratherthani ), the kind the Paris Agree-
the UK does not require readers to endorse nametheyear  ment encourages developing countries to do. Second, measure
her position on Palestine Action, whose pro- its power- what matters. Set targetsforclean elecmclty actually; generaxed
scription and methods remain contested. sector notjustis acity. cL b
One can disagree with her decision whﬂe — will required 20 per cent of i new
still askingwhetheralegal and cc emissions renewables like wind and solar by 2025. It hit the target six years
ent that makes publication unten- peakand setan early and raised its goal to 70 per cent renewable electricity by
ableshoulduoubleus Irasksustoconsider absolute limit 2030, Third, bui id. India's problemi
production (rather thanits clean power; it’s delivering it. The country curbed clean power
and circulation: Who gets to speak, what output in most months of 2025 because the grid couldn’tabsorb
leand whoi current it. Over the past five years, it built only about 80 per cent of its
forspeaking out. Afterall, the cost of dissent intensity planned transmission capacity, and on a single day this March,
may be borne by those who speak, but the goals), thekind itlostenough renewablepowerm supply Smillion urban house-
ilence belong to usall. the Paris [dn't carryit.
The writer is senior associate editor, Agreement The wmer is MPPcandldaleatHarvard former researcher at
The Indian Express. encourages f Public Policy, of research

for IPCC's Special Report on Climate Change and Cities

of dmers whoseemloath tolookup Prom theu' sueens

yearsof ral

toban the device, in order to dxscoumge cusmmers from takmg

photos of their food and dJsrupnng the expenence for others.
hey ga le,and

partly because social mecha -enabled dxscovery changed Lhe

stakes forthem however, agroup of

plunged

barring using

togetthemtotalktoeach
otherand connect. What setsthis initiative apart from othersimi-
lar attempts is that the Sardinian eateries are not simply asking
people to put away their phones — they're offering altemanves
drawing kits that

Could thi orkwhereall previc ch
asasking diners to surrender their phones before entenng the

prermses — have failed? C nan i
wayin Andwhil
itiative in Sardiniaisn't going tosolvet risisof

loneliness, perhaps it can show the way, one hot mealatatime.

40YEARSAGO
October 30,1986

PMattackslabour, industry

PRlME MINlSTER

labour lu

thedissident Akali leaders, Parkash Singh
Badal and Amarinder Singh, called on the
37 i

tice D A Desai, aretired Judge of the Supreme
Court, has submitted tworeports m the gnv

Indian  Sikhh

tobring

and poorperfurmance ufthe sector Inaugu-

I ntly
bout unityinthe Akali Dal. While
Bamala met the head priestsat An_andpur

ernment. T
judicial service and lralnlngofjudlc:al
officersatalllevels, are bglng given final

Mee ratingathree-day Badal rSingh
=4 lNDIA_N_ E?RESS producnvrtylhrough people intheage of d dissident l
_ hesai themin th i i
T '“1?“ attacks| hboﬂl' industry snuatlon wascorrected urgemly the Technology cooperation
Take-over of sick units roled out coun J g THEUSssw:IImg !ogwelndlaapnzed tech-
'J : ] ; “Whatwe needisthewill todoit" Law pan mmendations numgy fora flightcon-
THELAW‘" ission h d h
lnPuniab bidforumty i o t-level - faircraft de |gn [[lsvm:z;;;setln
2 tice"and tax courts for dy di lof for
THE CHIEF Minister, SurjitSingh Barnala.and ~ cases. The Law Ct ionh 1by Jus- amod aircraft design.
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® WHAT THE OTHERS SAY
Netanyahu lost his
mandate. If opponents
unite, he'll lose power too.
— The Guardian
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THEBEST OF BOTHSIDES

Aweekly column, which offers not this-versus-that, but the best of both sides, to inform the debate

ILLUSTRATION: C R SASIKUMAR

Four years later, is Delhi University’s Four-Year Undergraduate Programme an unfulfilled promise?

Students bear brunt

FYUPis widening
opportunities

o

-

MAMIDALA JAGADESH KUMAR

‘TUDENTS PURSUING the four-
'year undergraduate programme
(FYUP) face important choices
both at the end of the third year
and on completing the fourth
year.Should they leaveafter three years with
arecognised degree or continue into the
fourth year? After completing four years,
should they pursue a one-year master'sde-
gree, seek employment or apply for a PhD
programme? The central question, there-
fore, is how these pathways ca.n be made

ADP, an eligiblestudent can complete the
FYUPin sixor seven semesters, and EDP
allows up to two additional semesters to
complete the degree. In both cases, stu-
dents complete the same prescribed cur-
riculum and total credits. The EDP could
be a useful option for students who need
additional time.

FYUP provides routes to Honours and
Honours with Research. The UGC’s 2025
Apprenticeship Embedded Degree Pro-
gramme (AEDP) guidelines permit up to
four
establishments, including industries,
MSMEsand: shn upswithina lour -year de-

of policy chaos

burden of what is thouglt approprlate for

When disruption replaces
argument, deepest
damageistoyoung

SIGNALTONOISE
BY RAJEEV CHANDRASEKHAR

HIS WEEK, I am departing
from my usual thoughtsabout
There

builds roads, hospitals, and industrial ca-
pacity — has been crowded out.

Keralam’s new government tabled a
White Paper in June 2026 documenting
Rs5.07lakh croreindebt from adecade of
Left Tt over-
draft for 84 days in 2025. Capital expendi-
ture: 1.3 percentof GSDP, less than halfthe
naﬂonal average.

against
tice is the lifeblood of democracy India’s
history is full of it. I have participated in
many. A citizen's right to challenge power
is i

is another question on my
mind — one that matters
equallytoIndia’s future: Whether the next
generation of Indians understands what
good governance produces, and what its
absencecosts Thesignal versusthe: nmse

‘What Tam describing is different: The
systematic, manufactured disruption of
governanceasa political strategy — Lhed&

to mask the absence of a credible al(er»
native programme. Parliament disrupted

in
In [ha[ u.me. Thave watched polmcal dis-

not i e but to pre-
vent the passage of legislation. Highways

course become p y noisier and
less connected [c the. quesuon that deter-
mines the quality of a citizen’s life: Is their
elected government doing its job? The
most important audience for an honest
answeristhe 150 millionIndi

‘This is not accountability. It is the sub-
stitution of noise for argument. And its
deepest damage is to young people: A

iti inwhicht ili

tocre-
atecl it fortl ilitytogov-

joined the electorate since 2014, and the

inclusioninsyllabi. Thereisal

of courses to build up quantitative heft

(lea(hng to the dilution of a student’s core
tudents need

45 percentoftheirscores frominternal as-

sessment, which in turn leads toa mad

f millions more who will join
over the next decade.

Thekey questionisthis: What is thedif-
ference between India in the lost decade
(2004-2014) and the India being built now?

Theanswer isnotalist of schemes. It is

DEBRA.I MOOKERJEE rush to turn in work to obtain credxts, achange mthe fundamental relationship
minus i effort. thestate. Duringthe

HEF T real effort at st the intellect with lost decade, the question that decided a
Programme (FYUP) bearsthe  respect tothe ipli ff young s life was not “What can you

twin burden of ambition and Higher education is most productive do?” It was “Whom do you know?”

ideology. On theone hand, itis
tight-jacketed byanarrowand
deterministic set of principles on how

gree. Tt

fapprenticeshipembeddingin

higherec On
the other, it is imagined as a stage where a

when it is untethered. It is not untrue that

the fruits of research have fuelled the en-
i { Afterall,

the words “science” and “technology”, do

we not? That science which fuels technol-

Contractswerenotwonon
merit. Capital did not flow
tothebestidea. It flowedto
the best connection. In
2012,aCredit Suisse report

land

three-year degrees. Where an institution per-  ogymustnot, however, beconuolledbythe disclosed that 10 business

offers AEDP, students gain experience in reorient ifitistobe mean- groups had borrowed the

services,and ionsi in version of iy ingful mostsi path- i of roughly 98

oftheusmdy Someuniversities, suchasthe ness, The former encodes compliance; the  breaking. Knowledge forms where there is per! centotthenetworrh of
of Mumbai and Kannur Univer- latterseeks alignment. freedom. On aship you need strict systems the

One concern is that multidi;

ity, ingthese AEDPs, mak-

course requirements in FYUP may dJlu(e
students’ grounding in their major disci-
pline. Under the UGC undergraduate cur-
riculum framework, to earn a major in the
FYUP, one must complete a minimum of
80credits in the chosen discipline; in the
three-year structure, the requirementisa

ingthemanalternative option thatcanen-
hance work opportunities.

This newspaper recently reported
(“The Fourth-Year Trap', IE, October 26)
onyet zmo{her xmbrogho involving the
FYUP"

Astudent may bec pply
for admission in a one-year

programme after a four-year degree. Com-
pleting the FYUP provides eligibility, and,
as with any other postgraduate route, ad-

minimum of 60 credits. FYUP,
provides scope for greater depth along-
side breadth, although the quality of
learning depends on course content,

teachingand assessment.
Noteverystudent will want tocontinue
for the fourth year. That may be due to dif-
ferent academic or career plans and other
Fees, li and per-

andseat ital,

Dr B R Ambedkar University Delhi (AUD),
Jamia MilliaIslamia, JNU and IGNOU also
oﬂex one-year postgraduate degreesinad-
diri Delhi.

central and state universities across the
country have begun introducing one-year
options in different disci-

sonal circumstances can influence deci-
sions. We must tespect the decision of FYUP
students who choose to leave with a recog-

plines for FYUPstudents.
Ifstudents have requisite preparation
and research aptitude, they can consider

nised three-y, degree.
Optmg for thjs routeis notthe same as dis-

I inga PhD to prepare for careers in
resaamh and academia. The UGC 52022

inthe University
of Delhi, centred this time on the prob-
lems faced by fourth-year pass-outs who

and protocols inside the engine room. Pro-
cesses are important and necessary in cer-
tain types of functions, and even in educa-
tion: Standardisation in grading, well
thought-out syllabi, responsive administra-
nou. and so on. However, if you over-sche-

thought they had a | ticket to

itself, you make it lose its

embarkthe one-year PG programme, but
were turned away at the boarding gate.
‘That report analyses merely one symp-
tom. The National Education Policy
(NEP), 2020 and its carrier pigeon, the
FYUP, are beset with a slew of problems
‘Toblame the universil

core purpose — to foster a love for knowl-
edge, and provide the environment for the

—whileawomaninThris-
surwithashop, orayoung
engineer in Surat withan
MSME, was turmed away.
A former PM himself
acknowledged that less
than 15 paise of every wel-
fare rupee reached the intended benefici-
ary. The JAM Tnmty Jan Dhan, Aad-

formation of nes

The FYUP is burdened by arcane prin-
ciples that contribute little to the develop-
ment of critical thinking and original re-
search output. Moreover, the overloading

istoshrinkthe problem into visil

‘The bigger picture isin factolder than both
the NEP and the FYUP. It gathers shape
from the Ambani-Birla report the Reparl

of th with peripheral courses
inthe name of interdisciplinary studies re-
sultseventually i in theerosion of meaning-

haar, VStory.
It was a governance story. It removed the
middleman fromthe transaction. OverRs
$S3lakh crore has been transferred directly
tocitizens' bank 2014. The

080!
em, That produces the most dangerous
democratic outcome: A generation of
cynics who neither participate nor hold
leaders accovintable.

India has the largest youth population
inthe world. The political values this gen-
erationdevelopswill shape Indiandemoc-
racy for the next 50 years.

Lookat UP: from BIMARU state toRs
36 lakh crore economy in nine years, rev-
enue surplus, riots eliminated, investor
confidence transformed. Look at Maha-
rashtratoppingIndia’s FDI
rankings with more than
half of all foreign invest-
ment in a single quarter.
Then look at what the al-
ternative has produced in
Keralam and Karnataka:
Debt constraining future
investment,  reckless
spending crowding out
capital formation, cor-
ruption diverting money
‘meant for welfare.

The question for a
young Indian is not ideo-
logical. It is personal.

ILUSTRATION: VKAS AGARWAL  Which system gives youa

better chance? The one where your suc-
cess depends on what you can do — your
skill, your idea, your work ethic? Or, the
onewhereitdepends on whom youknow
and which party you are connected to?
Theonethatbuildstheroad toyour village
andthei park that mightemploy

15-paise system was not reformed. It was
shut down.

you? Or, the one that borrows to pay
today’s expenses and leaves tomorrow’s
i 7

NITT Aayog d: 250 mil-

ﬁl”?’l\’ﬂ"’\ﬂ flittle

onaPolicy. of  Ed

cation, submitted in 2000 and readily
championed by Congress after it came to
power in 2004. The report hinges on com-

alu itional fourth year.
Regardless of whether the NEP has
memumthgrwnse (it worksverywell foren-

without

For new programmes to succeed, sus-
tained academic effort and institutional
patience are essential. There are illus-
trative Indian examples. The Indian Insti-
tute of Science (IIS¢) introduced its four-
yearBS (Research) degree in 2011. Over the
past15years, ithasgrownintoan interdis-

How four:
ter bachelor’s degree holders with 75 per
cent marks and an institution’s selection
process to seek admission to a PhD. Eligi-
bility alone does not mean that a student
isready fordoctoral research. Institutions
must still assess their research prepara-
tion and support their transition to doin-

ciplinary and h-i 1sive under-
graduate programme. Another exampleis
OT Madras’s four-year BS degree in Data
Science and Applications. This pro-
gramme is conducted inonline mode, but
theassessmentsare conducted in person.
Launched in 2022, it has gained substan-
tial popularity. These examples, however,
do not establish that FYUPwil] succeed

research.

The success of FYUP should not be
judged solely by the number of students
‘who continue into the fourth year, entera
one-year master’s programme, pursue a
PhD or take up employment after gradu-
ation. Thereal valueof FYUPlies in making
these opporturunes wu‘le]y available

merce (privatis |uuandcorpomusauon,

for xts imple-

higher: tudent fees,

ks. Gui

education ought not to be thought of as
something that exists apart from the com-

mercial i iety. It:

areoften

started, unclear rules of engagement leave

teachers and studen[s clueless about
nd

perhapseven thathigher
education should align strictly with skills,
be depoliticised and attend supinely tothe
exlgencles of the knowledge economy.
Manycr thisolderpol-

frequent
changesand exacnng requirementsinthe
face of weakinfrastructure resultincutting
corners to meet timelines, and most dis-
students are insecure in the ab-

icy document segued into the NEP.

The present iteration of the grand de-
sign, infused with the extraneous demand
for the cultural reorientation of higheredu-
cation, is a difficult project. On the one
hand, there is a desire to ahgn umversxtv

infaculty, re-

automatically across insti ith dif-
fering resources and capabilities.
FYUPalsohasbuilt-in flexibility. Astu-
dent can exit after earning a minimum of
120 credits and receive a three-year degree
subjectto completion requirements. Inad-
dition, institutions can also offer eitheran
Accelerated Degree Programme (ADP) or
anExtended Degree Programme (EDP). In

search i d industry collab-
oration, so that students can pursue their
varied aspirations.

The writer is chairman, Review Committee
for NEP 2020, Ministry of Education

and chairman, BoG, IIM Calcutta. He

was formerly vice chancellor, JNU and
chairman, UGC. Views are personal

education with the d

foreground STEM-oriented learning, pro-
mote interdisciplinary approaches, and
eventually enhance the employability of
students, On the other, there is the com-
pulsion to introduce gratuitous course
models like the value addition course
(VAC), which really are, at best, self-learn-
ing modules. Additionally, various courses
have been made to bear the ideological

senceof clarity.

A i Tl ience,
Itryand make the best of whatever system
isin place. I know how all of us have been
bendingover backwardstomakethe FYUP
effective, even when we have not always
agreed with various facets of the pro-
gramme. Tt beabundantl

lion lifted outof

sional poverty in just nine years. The
number of people classified assuch plum-
‘meted from29.7 percentin2013-14t011.28
per cent in 2022-23. Rs 4.47 lakh crore to
farmers, nearly 95 million in the latest in-
stalment, with no intermediary takinga
cut. Good governance compounds. A
familylifted from poverty mostlikely does
not go back. A farmer whose i income no

Onreflection, thisarticle isnot sucha
departure from technology. The argu-
ment for good governance is the same I
make for technology governance: Sys-
tems designed to work for the citizen,
transparently and accountably, produce
better outcomes than systems designed
toserve those running them.

‘The democratic choice is always this:
thch govemmen[ actually builds some-

longer depends on the of
ascheme acquires a dignity that cannot
bereversed.

Butcompoundingworksin bothdirec-
tions. Look at Karnataka: Borrowings
climbed from Rs 90,280 crore to Rs
1,04,000 crore in a single year to fund Rs

gen-
eranon poorerthan it found them.

That is the signal. Everything else
isnoise.

Thewriter, former MP. former minister of state
i Vi % q

for
Skill De

52,000 crorein leaky
The intentions are not in questmm But

_ capital expenditure — the money that

of India, is
BIPKerala state president and MLA
for Nemom. Views are personal

clear —we owe ourstudents the best poss-
ible education, and they deserve no less.
However, the constant stumbles, and the
gathering mess that results from each mis-
step, have given cause for deep disquiet.

The writer teaches at Ramjas
College, University of Delhi

LerTeERs To THE EDITOR

Silver economy

KERALAM'S PROPOSED senior
citizens’ legislation posesa
OV

NALINI SORENSEN

AS A mother of two teenagers, I've had a
front-row seat tocomparisonsinaction. Why
just our teens? It plays out in all our lives

Why | stopped doomscrolling

control. When you pare onarepeated

carcity. One had tobe better

loop, you can get locked into a cycle of
envy and disappointment.”

‘When do we cross over from point to
loop, from useful to destructive? Can we do
anything to halt the slide? How do we teach
this to ourselves, to our teenagers on social
media, even toyoungerchddrenwhnaren ?

than the rest to succeed.

So, what can we do? The first stepis to
stop and name it when it happens. Justa
simple “Tam comparing now”, said aloud or
silently, isenough. Naming it putsthe brakes
ontheloop. Itcreates distance.

The next step is to audit the content we

or, to train our social-media al-

every day. You just 119@dasoc1al mediaac- How dowest and start living
count momentisright  onour Because, let’s faceit, com-
there, in your face, while you might be hav- it Ttkeey

inganoffday. Youarecomparingsomeone’s
be-

and makes us feel we aren't good enough.

curated highlight to yourowr
hind-the-scenes reality. Social media, the
great leveller in reverse.

Andthat’snot how wewant

Icouldn’t sleep one night,
ling, feeling as though my life lacked
the zing I could see in everyone else’s;
when I stumbled upon a quote by James
Clear: “Comparison is useful as a
pointand destructive asaloop. Whenyou
compare for a point in time, you can
identify a gap in your approach and then
shift your attention back to what you can

our
childrentobe,
So much Iursleep Istarted. dxggmg into
Trarely
muster these days.

What I quickly realised was that many
parents of today’s teenagers themselves
grew up being compared to other children

gorithms. If you linger ona post that makes
you feel small, youralgorithmsmellsitand
servesyou more of it. Sobe ruthless. Be like
my editor with her red pen when going
through your feed. Unfollow or mute con-
tent that makes you compare. Curatea digi-
tal space that feeds you rather than drains
you. This goes for people in real life too.
Recognise how a meeting, a phone call or
a WhatsApp message makes you feel —
there’s your cue.

mirror, and ask: What is this showing me

g
Howelderly-carerights can be guar-
anteed without creatlng unsustam-

anti-abuse enforcement, regulated
care markets, home-based ageing,
digital safety, and autonomy protec-
tions. Its main test will be adminis-
trative: Whether Keralam can fund
the protection units, registerand
monitor care pmwders effectively,

able fiscal li; ordisy
sential publi diture (‘Oncare

trainand retain Other
y take aleafout

forelderly, Keralam sets an example’,
IE, October 29). Implementing care-
facility registration, caregiver certifi-

aboutmyself?
reveal a possibility we already sense in our-
selves. Withaalittle nudge, someone’ssuccess
canmakeus think, I'd lovetodothattoo. Or,
itcan make us think, I'll never be that good

cation datoryabuse: orting
and protection umts requiresinvest-
mentin personnel, healthcareinfra-
structure and renula(ory oversight.

1 xe 0118

ofKeralam’s expenence
BalGovind. Noida

Oildependency

ENERGY SECURITY requires policy,
not another country’s

The triggeris th ; what
story we tell ourselves.

Thelast step is to measure our progress
against who we were six months or a year
ago, rather than against someone else. Your
path, your pace, the trajectory of your life
with its own hurdles and blessings are
yours alone. You are a perpetual work in
progress, constantly evolving, and who
better to measure your progress against
than your past self?

There will always be someone running
faster, someone living bigger. Their story is
not the measure of ours. The only person to

sonwas howmy

inthefamilyor nelbhbourhood Companv icks SOy outgrowiswho 3 That'sthe
ithintsat hic running.
vated us: Setting the bar high, expectingus  tial within us. Thisis where comparison can
become useful. It might helpto use itasa Mumbai-based chik

tostretch. Aninherited problem, then, per-

epaper.indianexpress;mm.. .

promotes independent hvmg, while

signals ('Onoil, the US keeps India
guessmg IE, Ocmberl‘?) lndla mus[

Japan’s Long-Term Care weighdiplomatict
systemdistributes costs thxm.\gh pub-  need for affordable ml Dwersx.fymg
licfunding, reservesand

user contributions.

communicating decisions clearly

Vaibhav Goyal, CI

THEBILL isalandmarkand
unusually broad atempt to make
eldercarea matter of

would reduce toexter-
nal pressure. Yet autonomy should
notexcuse ignoring sanctionsrisks or
energy transition goals. The

il

is

rights, i

onnational interest,

and economic pamcnpauon (‘Oncare
forelderl: example’,

legal exposure and price, whﬂe

reducing

IE, October 29). Itsstrongest
contribution is the combination of

New Delhi

fossil fuels.
KPMuthukwmar, Chennai
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Jio & Let Jio, India’s
Crackling Telco Space

Telecom will provide the backbone for Al

The hugely successful IPO of Reliance Jio Platforms has
made it the world’s 5-most-valued telecom company. So,
with Bharti Airtel close on its heels, India now has two tel-
cos in the global top 10 rankings. This speaks to the enor-
mous transformation the country’s telecom industry has
undergone with considerable hand-holding by the govern-
ment. Theturnaround istimely becausetelecom provides
the somewhat overlooked, yet vital, backbone for AL La-
test-generation telecom networks provide the high-speed
low-latency infrastructure to move massive amounts of
data between users and the cloud. Alongside, telcos build
the institutional trust for enterprises to deploy Al servi-
ces involving sensitive data. Both Reliance and Bhartiare
invested in satellite communication and data centres, wi-
dening their Al footprint. AT hyperscalers Alphabet and
Meta have significant minority stakes in Jio.

Thetelecomindustryglobally istran-
sitioning from providing ‘dumb’ grids
tooffer Al-enabledservices, cloud solu-
tionsand network-derived intelligence.
Network architecture isalso changing
from d toupload-i ivetraf-
fic as Al prompts climb. Smarter grids
are relying on edge-computing, where
storage and processing happens closer to where the data
iscreated. Telecom companies are becoming Al-native di-
gital enterprises. But this comes with its own set of chal-
lenges like siloed data and brittle software.

Convergence of Al and telecom creates a strong base
for India’s digital economy. The new business coming in
works on both ends of the traditional squeeze Indian tel-
cos have faced — low tariffs and high spectrum prices.
They gettodeploy Altobringdownoperatingcostsasthe
consumer market saturates. Al agents now handle net-
work optimisation, customer interaction, and security
and fraud detection. ATuse cases in telecom could unlea-
sh a global economic impact of up to $100 bn. Valuations
of India’s leading telecom firms would suggest that they
will be seizing some of that opportunity.

Depoliticise Teachers,
A Good, Careful Start

West Bengal’'s decision to bar newly joining government scho-
olteachers from direct political activity and contesting elec-
tionsmay ilitating. Butit iticising
aspects of life that have been notoriously politicised for deca-

Al synergies are real, but the proposed SpaceX-Tesla merger has red flags for shareholders

X Factor in Musk Cocktail

w1 mythology, devas and asuras
churned the cosmic ocean for

‘ amrit, the nectar of immortali-
ty. First came halahal, a deadly

~ poison, which Shiv swallowed.
‘When thepot of amritfinallyemerged,
Vishnu, disguised as a beautiful wo-
‘man Mohini, took charge of the pot
and chose who would drink from it.

over premium, the highest RBC Capi-

tal ‘has modelled, and SpaceX

wuuldpavneaﬂvs‘zmmusownshax
— about $600 for every §1 of Tesla

v\ml' t, hare

Easy with the mix

Dazzled, checkedwho ~ count. Themarket isnot:
was pouring. gerbutarescue.
Elon Musk hasbegun a churningof ‘Therescuerishungry too. In9mths,

‘hisown. Earlier thismonth, aTeslaRo-
adster flipped through the air on Spa-
ceX thrusters. Five days later, the two
firms formed independent committe-
estostudy a possible merger.

SpaceX isvaluedat$2.1tn, Teslaat
$15 th. A decade ago, Musk called
their ties ‘tenuous’.
Now he sees ‘merit’.

g for years.

SpaceX generated $13 bn in operating
cash, but spent $48 bn on capex, with
another $35-40bn planned for Q4. Tesla
has trimmed this year's capex to $20
bn, but says spending on robotaxis, ro-

bots and Al computing will climb

Even last quarter’s
$L5 bn free cash flow

‘What changed? Two came from delaying
letters: AL supplier  payments.

Both firms are ra- Strip out that working
venous for chips and capital boost and Tesla
are co-building Te- burntabout §1bn. To-
rafab that could  China accounted for 22% of  gether, the two could
cost $119 bn. Musk spend $45bn on capex

says sla’s

chips will cost a
tenth as much as
Nvidia's. Tesla’s ro-
botaxis and robots

Tesla's revenue last year.
SpaceX won $6.5 bn in US
missile-shield contracts in
May. Beijing will baulk ata
Pentagon supplier owning

this quarter, with
Musk effectively on
both sidesof thetill.

P Synergies need
no wedding Terafab

derivative suits to shareholders with
at least 3% of its stock — a threshold
only 4 investors, including Musk, ap-
peared tomeet atlast count.

Musk'’s public endorsement had re-
portedly made ‘a mess’ of the process.
It recalls SolarCity, his cousins’ firm,

which Tesla bought in 2016 ina process
a Delaware judge called ‘far from per-

THE SPEAKING TREE

Aland
Wisdom

fect’, partly because Musk never pro- REUBENRAY
perly stepped aside, And, ina takeover; Incricket, football or hockeymer-
his Tesla pay deal ($824 bn after dilu- itand performance determinea
uon) waives many operatwnal targets player’s place in the team. A play-
priceorTesla’s er m
redaal value, wl'uchevel ishigher may be replaced. People accept
costly to use. Here, the market works: B Two priests and a funeral? China this competition because the ob-
every battery and truck sold between accounted for 22% of Tesla's revenue jective is collective excellence and
the firmshasa price that Tesla’saudit last year. Its Shanghai factory deliver- the pursuitof victory.
committee must defend as an arm’s- edmore than half its cars. SpaceX, me- But can weapply the same rep-
length A merger erases anwhile, builds US military satellna ]aogmem principle toour lives?
that price — and a rare outs\de check and won $6.5 bn in missi - business, engine-
on Musk’s judge- < tracts in May: ering, manufacturingand cons-
ment. Beijing will truction, Al increasingly perfor-
Kautilya warn- baulk at a Penta- ms tasksonce carried out by hu-
ed in the Artha- gon supplier ow- man beings. It can process enor-
shastra that spot- ning factories that mous amounts of information,
ting an official collect Chinesedri- recognise patterns and assist in
dipping into vers’ data. Was- decision-making with remarka-
funds is as hard hington may blespeed. Yet, human worth can't
as telling when a Together, Tesla and SpaceX object lly by efficiency:
fish underwater could spend $45 bn on capex this  se. Teslamay have Therapid growth of Alhasrais-
isdrinking. Mer-  guarter, with Musk effectively  to ringfence its edaprofound question: if machi-
ged books span- on both sides of the till Chinabusiness. If nesbecome increasingly capable,
ning rockets, ro- Democrats  gain will they eventually replace hum-
bots, chatbotsand asocial networkwo- ~ ground in next week’s midterms, Was- an beings? Some tech leadersand
uld makescrutiny harderstill. hington may be less obliging. A deal researchers have warned about

» Mohini holds the pot Musk owns
aboutafifth of Tesla, but controls 82%
of SpaceX's votes through super-vot-
ing shares. At current valuations, Bar-
clays estimates a merger would give
him 37% of the shares and 56% of the
votes, beforeany premium.
'Ihespecxalcomnu(teesammmn[m

needing both Beijing’s and Washing-
ton’s blessings is a political bet, not an

therisksof advanced Al while
othersemphasise its potential to

would form the bo- factories that collect Chinese isajoint project. Tes- protect But who
dy of ‘physical AT,  qrivers' data. Washington 1a booked $430 mn in gua:ds!heguards‘?’['he\rmembe_rshxp
with SpaceX’s satel- biect t. th sales to XAl last year; remains undisclosed, and apart from
lites and data cent-  MaY OPIECLIONETEVErSe  ypoghy  Megapack Muskandhis brother Kimbal, venture
resas its brain. Markets cheered: Spa-  batteries, most- rIraEhren-
ceXrose8% and Tesla3%,adding$200 1y Cybertrucks. It has also invested $2  preisalsosits on SpaceX's board.

bn totheircombined market value.
The nectar is real. But so is the poi-

son:

P Price pain Tesla earned $3.2 bn ov-

er the past 4 quarters. Add a 30% take-

bn in XAl a stake that became SpaceX
shares. You don't need a wedding to
shareakitchen.

Ronald Coase argued in 1937 that
firms exist because markets can be

Majority of all Tesla shares must
approve the deal, including Musk's
fifth, leavinghim needing fewer than 2
in5o0f the xemammg votes. Tesla, now
incorporated in Texas, also restricts

Affordable,
But Sustainable

excessivemargins ariseand how
they affect patients.

industrial one. transform human life. The deep-
If gains come without a merger and erquestion: what wemust never
bear only costs with it, the deal is not surrender tomachines.
about synergy. A vote by Tesla share- ‘Human beings are endowed with
holdersother than Musk—a ‘majority somethingbeyond eomputanon
of theminonty‘— andascmpped pay
verdict. tion, imagination, moralmpon
Musk says he feels as if he is ‘tap sibility and the capacity to love.
dancing through a minefield’. The mi- Arobot may reproduce a moth-
nes are under shareholders’ feet. The er’sactions, but it cannot recrea-
asuras lost out on the amrit because te the sacred bond betweenamo-
they let Mohini do the pouring. Tesla therand her newborn.
shareholders should insist on holding On the playingfield, a player may
thepot. bereplaced when performance
falls. Inlife, however; ahuman be-
The writer is forme; ingcan’t toaperform-
Nomura ance statistic. We must thinkmo-
redeeply, because intelligence
should always lead to wisdom.

Let Evidence

Setthe

Price

Without this distinction, curbs on
excessive margins could inadver-

¥ ALGO OF
ﬁBLISSTECH
Waiting for
Winter

des —makes ita welcome step. In a state where education has Hdo;mit:i‘s_a]so iﬂdcj“_fmsﬁiclllstllqﬁng t%\}l(f).%’ compromisecare. ]\’Vaitingforwimerm actual-
N % " : and handling medicines, including s exper ts thi ly’
been hardwired to party loya%ty insulating schools isa good cold storage, staff trainingand approach. The 2019 trade-margin than winter itself. The first
start. Thereal test, however, will be whether themeasure imp- ensuring safeadministration. Medi- rationalisation pilot covered 42 hintsarrivedisereetly Youno-
roves primary learning, rather than merely curbing political cinerevenues canalso help support - selected. theair itior
participation and the accompanying ‘rewards’ that such par- Kewal Handa subsidised treatment for govern- CKMishra o eui«; e "“’"h’"ﬁ‘,‘[?h’i;
Sz o - ‘nsabout turneddown
ticipation P‘”_‘“gs L[}JPI?S* p.t)st.}ngs, etc. " weaker patients. A uniformmargin ducuon costs, viability of smaller morningairacquires afaint
Butlet this ‘depoliticisation’ not turn intoa spree to erect se- Acheapmedicine thatisn'tavailable  cap, without considering these costs, Gol's decision and costof maintai- nip,and the bedsheet, till now
lective barriers. Barring, say, state doctors from contesting doesn’t hel| Neither doesa hospitals' ability to i i i ies in apoli i i
po].ls just because there is a shortage of Il-stocked med th: 't parhcu]aﬂy cancer iswelcome.Ithas  Th ns underline theneed tify itsexistence. It stimeto
m hardly b had afford. Pricing policy must solvefor as(hey expand i a arlier intervention air ing whi-
beho SLAE a th. Gol's ion sini isboth i before widening itsscope. Did price chwillfinally earn theirkeep.
atleastonedisti iticianinthe ginson i i pati i /7 By anticipati i
| form of chief minister Bidhan Chandra medicinesat 30% has reopened an the supplv chain, wh].lzaccuuntmg virnnment in care Ve il qui-
” - important debate. for Buta Did 0 1ts, afternoon sun-
1 ??) S;pm‘ataxxrtxg pmfeslsgmal re;ponsll)lln Indiahasoneof themostcompre-  Greater pncmgu‘anspamncyand guud firststep should not be mista- sma]]ercmes anrlremote areas? shine, and notsw-
itles rompartisanpoitics isagmirable, hensive drug-pr targeted inter ken for eating. Tea becom-
- > andambitious. SuvenduAdhikari’sadmi- The task now is tomake it work i Tl 3ques- d!sir remain viable? esmoredesirable,
nistration must ensure that this is a con- harder. Drugs (Prices: Cuntml) Order protect: pat_iemswimoutaﬁ'ect.ing tions: The answers: slmuldshapefumre fried snacksacqui-
i instituti i ioti (DPCO), 2013, provi or @ Is the exerci: policy. India should Telegitimacy.and
slstAent R n?()ve, Tt SEleCHve Testrietifm: IS R gal layersof oversight. hssenual meds expansion. Greater transparency enough? marginsacross medicines, medical - theideaof sitting
basis, too, needs scrutiny. togover chain would help @Isithased idence?  devi i outdoors ceasesto
Depoliticisation must extend beyond teachers’ personal choi- d g price: identify ® Canitbei ively  common, scientif resemblea punish-
ces. All nmentsroutinely deploy them for ative' pricei and. where they arise. acrossahealthcare marketaslarge  method —notaone-size-fits- a]l ment posting.
4 SETE = o for i icted. Gol also istil and varied as India’s? formul.
duties thattake them away from their primary duty: teaching. retamsthe power to intervenein thalfocused intervention can address Gol has informed Supreme Court how mlervenﬁnn is needed.Mea» ‘boards smelling faintly of mo-
NEP teacher pared Work toeduca- ns. In Feb 2019, that trade margins on specified wisdom. Woollens
tion, subject 'y exceptions. Yet, Census 2027 will draw pubhc mlezvest demandsit. National Phar rnaceuucal Pricing anti-cancer medicines will be must form part of thisexercise to areinspected, often with the
onteachers, i from prit hools, after Gol rectregulationhas  Authority (NP] cappedat30%. An helpdesignaframework that is both discovery that their owners
N - - vy expanded cons)demblyhnmnbu]k capped trade margms expert workable. It h Feb-
(}ensusRules topermit their deployment. Censuswork isessen- drugs under DPCO,1995, to hundreds  at30% for42 non- will identify the v.hal unjustified marginsare, addres- ruary. The prospectof sleep-
tial. But why should the burden fall on educators, and not profes- of essential 1,000 ici b ing undera heavy quilt beco-
sional enumerators? Depoliticisation means giving teachers ti- specified formulations today. Namy medicines, resulting in covered, after dﬂemnces inclinical settings, mesaprivateambition, more
— and institutional i teach. nal List of E: kpnﬂa[ inMRPs which NPPA will infrastructure, safety requirements, compelling than professional
) reviewed eCt brands. examineitsrecom-  geographicalreachand the costof advancement.
evolving treatment needs disease ‘Theexperience pro- ions. The delivert ity care. Bestof all, winter'sapproach
burdens and clinical priorities. idesa useful prece- top court hasalso industry should be lend: inary
Medicines outside direct price dent. However: lower asked whysimilar  aconstructive partner in this pro- impending reward. Eachsli-
controls remain regulated through printed prices should serutiny shouldnot  cess. Hospitals can: pmvxdeevxdence ghtly ooolerevetﬁng istreated
market monitoringand limitson not be the only measu- extend toother onth -at
. i 5 annual price increases. A stable reof regulatory ici) d of istering in Theseasonmay eventually
If you need to be assured of India’s regulatory framework supports success. medicalproducts.  different settings, iking AQI
i j long-termi - Did patit less? That'salegitimate anddistri ibute data levels. Butanticipation, that
SURKEECY, watchthe ”ght IHGYIES turing, quality and research, while Did medicineav- question. If ex- storage, logisti d ical of pleasures,
. a]lowing government ixnervem.ion aﬂabmty improve? cessive trademar- supply. Clinici i\
Dhurandhar Doctrine A R
India’s pharma success has heen mes sustained? Did the intervention blem, Indiashould i mn and patientsafety.
dnvenasmuch affectnewl h supply over iss ) rather than policy will
time?T inform i} egoryata ume A ulumately depenrl on whet.her ncan _
Of National Securi T g | | SIS
turersoffer: medlcmes contalnmg the considering whether similar measu- distortions fromone part of the Indla 'sdiverse health(,are markel
to: otherthempeu» market to another; create uncertain- merely H
India’ )it has been overlooking an im- price  ticcategories. Evid inf tyand of produc(s brought Mandate M Irrors
portant instrument of national security: the mighty multi- differentiation and wider availability vention is not weaker regulation, lmt difficult. undm control. The more meaning-
India bui

plex. Arunachal Pradesh minister Balo Raja has helpfully

Price controlsshould be there

ful test is whether patients pay

Messy Milieu

competitive generic medicines India’s pharma industry isenteringa wherever they arelegitimate. When fmr prices w1thout expeuencmg Apropos ‘It's the Same Old Testa-
Coerected i aversigint Respondin g o FEBRD Shatfulest industry But phar it i ibleevi ishes that ment' by Kingshuk Chatterjee
Singh Kapoor's obser inuing face-offs with uniform. A widely pr h' ; ic dependi e )t marginsare unreasonableand csg}npwmlse in the quality. and (dOth‘i), wi(hd‘m posrsibill.it)]' ()(:il
A,qm,,, - ith 1 ing brand generics, biologics, pati Tyin; r fety of lecisive mandate, Israel is head-
Chimietrogrs Raia DiiaraDi i jali  furingandi iosThese | burden, inferventionisjustfied. Blanketconrolshatdon't recogni ingforahungKnesset. Unless
S LM = lligence sed therapy with limited alternatives. d invest- Butevid must. incostand Bibi manoeuvres to securesuppo-
capabilities. Why iy ipanco Applyingidentical regulatory ment in research, technology, quality prescription. complem coulddiscourage preci- rtfromsmaller parties, govern-
consult the box office? The two D! s h: hieved ies Y Thy 1 cine m;ke s Inesiment Tt rals ment formation facesa huge con-
i i i i may not produce identical A ici product can cost different amounts it] er for hospitalsto undrum. The Eisenkot-led coaliti-
:;Jhat decadﬂgs g military moder:l;:aﬂon, et TICgotis Wher i hi This toadministerathospitals inthe onlacks thegravi i
ons and detence procurement have stmggl o accomp- y;it doesnot i i samecity. Differences may reflect damsuraduptmedxcal advances anti-Bibi support to gain power.
beyond icdoubt thatin- shou.ld bepresemad i profits, It ingthat the patients i outcomes. Though frustration against Bibi
diaisno Chinashould itself warned, pre- distribution practices ili don'tin- complexity, clini regulate wherever msl:ahngnew heights after the
ferably it eening in the Forbidden City. cr ices, targeted  advertently weaken ing infrastructure, mfe(,uon umuul d _‘*‘ Hamasattack in Oct
= 5 < 7 = interve Competi- that monitor port. legit Thelargerargu- 2025 he can garner support to
Likeeverythingpost-Nehruvian, there’s, of course, histo- tionand houldcomple-  pati upon. Aroutine outpatientdose is e ment is foramore transparent, form government by exploiting
rical precedent. Shekhar Kapur’s 1987 Mr India demonst- ment each other rather than be i ace therapy devid based anti- The
rated India‘sability todefeat i invisi- 1 i dability pharma mquu i upervision. ag;;arh that rotech ientsand urprisi f 1?131: parti-
ilitwi % 5 i o The current, i industr itsexisting priceof amedor addresses unjustified pricing, escauses concern to the entire
bility, mger.nulty and husute,A@ %(apoo i _grlt._The subse- clarity on how medicine prices are mgulamry framework through de\ ice tellsonly partof thestory A without compromisingaccess, rightist forces but their outreach
quent relative absence from India’s security discourse of structur selling  greater robust framework must distinguish ~ quality, innovation or the long-term remainslimited as of now. The
Pakistan or China, at least till the Kargil war more thana price, retailer priceand i based i ention. Priority trademargins from legitimatecosts ~ sustainability of healthcare delive- real challenge for thenew govern-
decade later, suggests the deterrent worked spectacularly. I‘;;nw o aedin . Thegap hould i Hentshave of storing, handh:;g 'u:d safhﬂv ry. Good regulation must protect the ment liesin allewa‘xng elcﬁnoelg
reen includes margins reaso- ing products, while patient today without icdistr rolong
It wouldn't be too presumptuous Uf us to suggest that In- earned nable prices, ting conti- the infrastructure India'shealthcare capacity for war, apart from effectively tack-
dia’snext ialallo- 't i nuedi andi i needed tomaintain quality and tomorrow. linggrowing militant attacks.
cation for popcorn. | profit. ’I‘he patient safety It must alsoweighthe ——02 — ——/¥————— Rajarao Kumar
focus should beumdennfymgwhm Thewriter is former MD, Pfizer India impact on availability and access. The writer is former health secretary, Gol Bengaluru
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The layoff economy

India needs employers and govt to share
responsibility for reskilling the workforce

HE PINK SLIP has become a feature of employment in Big Tech.
Microsoft’s latest voluntary buyout offer and Amazon’s fresh job
cuts underlme how even the world’s most proﬁtable technology
cor onsidering theirworkforces. Thisisk iso-
lated episode. Since 2022, Amazon, Microsoft, Google, Meta, and smaller
technology companies have announced repeated rounds of retrenchment.
Initially, these were explained as corrections to excessive hiring during the
pandemic,when digital demand surged and companies assumed the boom
would endure. That explanation has steadily lost its force. The layoffs have
continued despite healthier balance sheets, rising share prices, and invest-
ment commitments. What is unfolding is not simply a cyclical adjustment
butastructural change in how technology businesses expect to grow.

Several forces are at work. Investors have rewarded tighter cost controls
and higher margins, while managements have sought to remove layers of
bureaucracyand abandon projects offering uncertain returns.Artificial intel-
ligence (Al) hasaccelerated the rethink. Companies are spending heavily on
chips,data centres,and computing capacity,evenas they question the need
for large teams performing routine coding, customer support, testing,and
administrative functions. Yet it would be simplistic to blame every lost job
onAlLSome cutsreflectrestructuring,changing customerdemand,orearlier
management mistakes. The distinction matters because technological
progress should not become a i i down-
sizing. Thereisa contradictic unnonce competeda y
fortalent nowtreatemple asavariabletob 1rapidly.Repeated
layoffs damage morale, weaken institutional memory, and erode the trust
onwhichinnovation depends.

For India, the implications are serious. The country’s information
technology services industry has long linked revenue expansion with
recruitment, offering millions of graduates a route into the formal work-
force. That model is under pressure as global clients demand productivity
improvements and seek to retain more of the savings from ion

excuse for indiscri

HE SME PLATFORM has
grown up. That, at least, is
the premise of Sebi’s consul-
tation paper of October 14
which proposesa near-com-
plete rewrite of the rules forinitial pub-
licofferings (IPOs) by small and medium
enterprises. Most of the proposals point
in the right direction. The difficulty lies
inmakingall of themat once.

' PLATFORM OVERHAUL
SEBI SHOULD SEQUENCE PROPOSED REFORMS TO REWRITE IPO RULES FOR THE SEGMENT

SME sector coming of age

SANDEEP PAREKH

Managing Partner, Finsec Law Advisors

k.Conver anissuer

Asof July 31, 1,496 companies had
listed on the SME Platform, raising
340,222 crore,with acombined market
capitalisation of about 4.7 lakh crore,
Ofthese, 365 havesince migrated to the
Main Board. A window for small busi-
nesses has become a market in its own
right. its rules should reflect that scale,
and the differences in sizeand maturity
among the companies listed on it.

The most overdue proposal concerns
eligibility, which today turns on post-
issue paid-up capital. Sebi proposes to
use post-issue market capitalisation at
the offer price instead. An issuer valued
atup to 1,000 crore would have to list
on the SME Platform. Issuers valued
above ¥1,000 crore and up to 34,000
crore would have the option to do so, if
their restated consolidated financial

Global capability centres, startups, and technology operations elsewhere
face similar pressures. The greatest risk may be to fresh graduates: entry-
level assi: inprog; ing, testing,and support have traditionally
served as training grounds, but many of those tasks are susceptible to
automation. Companies cannot merely announce ambitious Al strategies
while leaving workers to finance their own transition. Large employers
should commit measurable budgets to continuous skilling, paid learning
time, mtamal mobility,and credible certification. Industryassociations can

forsmaller firms,while universities must update
cumcula wnth employers rather than teach yesterday’s tools.

Government has a responsibility, though not to preserve every existing
job.India’sskilling architec isfocuson gingroles,fromcyberse-
curityand data engineering toindustrialautomation and Al oversight. Pub-
lic funding should reward verified placements and wage gains, not simply
enrolment or certificates issued. Apprenticeships, tax incentives for
employer-funded retraining, and portable learning accounts could help
workers move between occupations. S houldworkwith industry clus-
ters to identify demand before commissioning courses, while stronger un-
employmentassistanceand placement serviceswould make transitions less
punishing. None of this absolves corporate boards of accountability. Work-
force plans should be examined as seriously as capital expenditure, with
transparent disclosures on job creation, displacement, and retraining out-
comes. The industry cannot celebrate record investment in intelligent
machines while treating human capabilities as disposable. Innovation will
alteremployment;whetherit produceswu:ierprospenty ordeeperinsecurity
dependson choices compani d governments allyfora
young and rapidly expandjngworkforce

Australia pops the
data centre bubble

NOTIN MY backyard orin myreti fund. liais givingusachilling preview
vfhow fast the trillion-dollarAl data centre buildout can unwind.

hi -Builders
dd d 23 gi compute just

in Fehmary, according to the Commonwealth Bank of Australia. The country is seen

asaprime destination: It's priced competitively—rental rates in Sydney are half of

those in Singapore—and the biggest cities have more space, unlike crowded urban

centres like Hong Kong and Tokyo.

Butoddsarethatmustcfthesewun t alise. Local iti increas-
inglyvocal,and successful 1 igning by others.

Projects have bccnhalted atan alarming speed. In late September, Goodman
Group, scrappedaplantobuilda90

facility ina Sydney suburh Inea[ly Ocmbex, Firmus Grid’s 288- -megawatt Bell B:ly
sitein receiving local council
Thenthe most damaging news came lastweek. Data centre manager Nextdcsla-
hedi astand p plansforoneofits major facilities
in Melbourne on hold. Elecmcn(y pmvuler ]emena had suspended work to deliver

tothe M3 facility, tsinoperation,because

of cpposmon tothe msta.llannnof 2-m-high power poles
inthe
nlnﬂhnpr bedelivered by 2030, oldman

SachsGruup which tracks 7.5 gigawatts of projects that
are mostly located in Sydney and Melbourne. Nextdc’s
M4 facility, also in Melbourne, for instance, has only a
13%chance of success, accoxdingto Goldman.The 150-

follow Ind AS (Indian
Accounting Standards).

Paid-up capital measures the face
valueof shares, not the size of a business,
so the principleis sound. The thresholds
are another matter. In the last three
financial years, at least 40 Main Board
IPOswerevaluedat 1,000 croreorless,
while the largest SME IPO was valued at
X748 crore.An issuer that qualifies for
the Main Board should not be compelled
onto the SME Platform merely because
of its size. A Main Board issuer whose
valuation falls to ¥1,000 crore or below
by the red herring prospectus stage
would have to re-file under the SME

worth five times thelargest SMEIPO list
asan SME invites regulatory arbitrage.
And since the offer price is set by the
issuerand its bankers, the threshold is,
toadegree,one the issuer chooses.

The profitability testwould be tight-
ened. Today, an issuer must have an
operating profit (EBITDA) of at least ¥1
crore in at least two of the preceding
three financial years. Sebi
would replace this with an
average operating profitof
not less than I3 crore per
year over the same period.

Issuers have
been paying for

demandisd d

® DECODING INDO-US DEAL

Union Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal

On the contrary, India will stand at a very strong
comparative advantage. And trade is about
comparative advantage. Absolute numbers

are not as important as your competitiveness
to those you compete with

working group found that underwriters
had to take up shares in only four SME
1POs in three years. Issuers have been
paying for insurance that almost never
paid out. A minimum subscription test,
backedbyarefund,isamore honest sig-
nal of demand.

The retail proposals call for the most
caution. In March 2025, Sebi raised the
minimum application to above 2 lakh

wherei
discerning,which Sebi should test i inthe
SME segment rather than assume.
Today,an offer for sale inan SMEIPO
cannot exceed 20% of theissuesize,and
aselling sharehulder cannot offer more

tolimit particip investors
inahigh-risksegment.Nineteen months
later, it proposes to bring this back to ¥1
lakh, in four lots of ¥25,000. The trading
Iot would fall to one share, compulsory
mar_ketmakingwould go,and the lock-in

than 50%ofits p
Sebi now proposes a one-year ho]dmg
period for shares offered for sale, as on
the Main Board, while exempting QIB
selling shareholders from
both limits, The exemp-
tion would not extend to
thealternative route, sen-
sibly so. A route built on

The higher figure iswel-  insurance that — iyqiutional validation
come; theaveragingisnot. ~ almost never paid  should not double as an
UnlJ{JLe tlht Maxsrz %?ba)rdflﬁst out. A minimum in;ﬁtut:lonal exit. tOthjjrﬂ«
1n Reguiation ofthe . o wise, a cleaner exit co
Issue of Capitaland Disclo- subscription test, encourage pre-IPO invest-
sure Requirements (ICDR) backed by a refund,  pent by Qrbs.
Regulations, it does not  isa more honest The underwriting pro-

require a profit in each

signal of demand

posal is the easiest to sup-

year.Onestrongyearcould port. Currently, every SME
carry two weak ones. — PO must be 100% under-
An issuer that fails this written,with thelead man-

test would not be shut out. It could still
list through book building if at least
75% of the net offerisallotted to quali-
fied institutional buyers (QIBs). Retail
investors would be capped at 10%;,and
the subscription refunded if the QIB
portion is not met. As under Regulation
6(2) for the Main Board, the premise is
that institutional judgement can stand
in for a profit record. That holds only

ager underwriting at least 15% of the
issueonitsownaccount.Sebi

on
be halved to six months The IPO gate
would stay at ¥1 lakh. On listing day, it
would be the price of asingle share.

The proposals do two different
things. Replacing paid-up capital with
market capitalisation, raising the prof-
itability bar, and rationalising under-
writing improve the structure of the
market. Widening retail entry, easing
exits for pre-IPO investors, and remov-
ing market makers change who bears
the risk in it. Each is defensible on its
own. Introduced together, they could
alter the risk profile of the segment far
more than any one reform suggests,and
leave noway oftelling afterwards which
change caused what.

Sebi should sequence the reforms.
The structural changes can go first. The
retail relaxations should follow once the

new eligibility filter has operated forat

removeboth requirementsandadopt the
Main Board underwriting framework,
alongside a minimum subscription
requirement of 90% of the offer, failing
which application moneyis refunded.
Underwriting fees accounted for

leastayearand Sebi has seen the quality
of the issuers it lets through. The plat-
form may have grown up. Its newest
investors should not be the ones to find
outwhetherits issuers have.

nearly halfof the total i
SME IPOs on NSE in 2024-25. Yet the

G hored with Purva
Associate, Finsec Law Advisors

The thorium test for energy security

VP SINGH, PRADEEP S MEHTA,
& SOHOM BANERJEE

Singhis aBJp Ieadsr and former Governar of Punjab; Mehta is Secretary General of CUTS
B: th the Jaipuria Institute of Management

Realising its advantages will require sustained
investment in technologies and industrial systems
that turn mineral wealth into affordable power

A PART OF India’s nergy future may lie prec testof reliable comm-
beneathitsown coastal sands.The Atomic ial i ion.India annually,
Minerals Di lorationand  hasal: 233anddes-

capacity factorwould generate 74.5 TWh
i 13%oftheaddi-

Research hasidentified 1.18 million ton-
nes of thorium oxide with'm 13.15 mil-
lion tonnes of i iall

ignedthe 300 MwAdvanced HeavyWater

tional annual demand projected by the
I.IiAfor 2030.This establishes the poten-

Reactor, but neither estab-
lishes the: athorium fleet.

vlahledomestlclhonumfuel cycle could
diversify India’s fuel options, reduce
exposure to overseas supplies, and sup-
portreliablelow-carbon electricity. Real-
ising such benefits requires sustamed
investment in the tect and

Chinaoffersanotherlesson.Itsexperi-
mental molten-salt reactor demonstrat-
ed thorium-to-uranium conversion,ann-
ounced in November 2025, at a thermal
rauugof 2 Mw. lndla ‘sgovernmentackn-

iummolten-

fonwithout suggesting that

India can deploy such thorium capacity
within that per

India should therefure establish a

funded demonstration programme with

structionin July,supporting the uranium-
plutonium programme. Their progress
strengthens India’swider recycling capa-
bilities; mdusmal thonum recyclingwill
andqual-
ification.Reactorand fuel—cycleschedules
should advance together, while testing
facilities, Indian universities, and manu-
facturers build expertise in specialised
handli

nvuweu i The

lisha i plan linking fuel quali-

industrial systems that turn mineral

salt leclmalcgy [emamed immature and

ﬁczr.lon  reactorcommissioning, recycling

wealth ints power. its ion. and waste treatment. Subse-
The i \gency (IEA) A quent funding should dep-
expectsIndia’selectrici dtoexp- industr incen- en il

andby6.4%annually during 2026-2030,
adding over 570 terawatt-hours (TWh) to
annual consumption. India’s 24 nuclear
reactors account for 8.78 gigawatts (Gw)
and around 3.1% of electricity genera-
tion. Their commercial output reached
55.19 TWhin 2025-26,ata 79% plant
load factor. i reaching 100

tives to change fuel sys-
tems. Thorium processing

Its contribution to

ability, material recovery,
and operating costs. Pub-

Public research funding should cover
experiments whose benefits extend
across the industry. Commercial plants
should face independent cost appraisal,
construction contingencies, and explicit
allocation of delay risks. Tariffs must
account for processing,waste,and decom-

iedoning.C : 5

alternatives should include the storage
and grid investments needed to deliver

Gwby 2047 encompasses several nuclear
technologies. Thorium cannot be assu-

Industrial customerscould eventually
anchor demand through long-term pur-

med tosupply

The constraint begins with physics.
Thorium-232 isfertile,and it mustbe con-
verted into fissile uranium-233 before it
can sustain the relevant chain reaction.
Starting the process requires another fis-
sile matenal expand.mg it requues ade-

C at

thestartof 2026,is fau.ngﬁerce backlash fromresidents.

qual recycling facil-
ities. md.la s three-stage programme
addresses these dependencies through
uranium-fuelled heavy-water reactors,

- - Project all stages,inclu-

SHULI REN ding I datacen_tu: _-},u
requests have been The median p

&loomberg of: P p ingtocompletionisonly 28%,
accordingtothe CBA, usi from ianEn-

ergy Market Operator. In some ways, these builders resemble biotech firms, risking
vast S to develop one product,only to hava nathmgto showforitin the end.

a icshiftin Australia’s busi-
ness conditions perhaps. explams why capital markets have reacted so violently. Fir-
mus had to pulla much-anticipated IPO in October despite being a venture capital’s
darlmg just two months earlier. Similarly, Nextdc’s A$ 1.1 billion (773 million) con-

issuedin atameagre 1.75Y
pmg 129, Nextdc's shares have tumbled more than 40%since the hybnd s xssue
UmSuper one ofAustralia’s top pension: funds decided nottotake partin Firmus’
PO of directinvest tacentres.In hindsigh lfsagood
call. Aswe've seen with Nextdc, using metrics d to fast
firms, such as comparing a company’s enterprise value to its revenue, or EBITDA
exposes investors tosudden event-driven shacks

It’sclearbynow ’tnecessarily gi
socialli eachproject i ingif -
tion, timing, ﬂnancmg, andlocal po]mcal ics—bef
thatitwillbeacash-, Lugetthmr sdirty?

1t’s easy for these unicorns to lose their shirt over opposition from a tightly knit
community. Their business model is not only capital intensive, but precarious.

lled fast breeders, and,
eventually, systems using uranium-233
bred from thorium.

The 500-megawatt (Mw) Prototype
Fast Breeder Reactor’s first criticality on
April 6 advanced this strategy.A parliam-
entary reply in July indicated full comm-
issioning was expected by March 2027.
Establishing a sustained chain reaction

ch: ing perfor-
mance supports credible pricing. Such

should reward availability and

involves chemically resis- energy security lishing non-sensitive results

tant fuels, while recycled will ultimately would make progress asse-

fuel can require remote b T ssable and strengthen in-

manufacture. Molt e 24 vestor confidence. Success-

systems add demandmg through electricity  ful demonstrations would

bout corrosion,  delivered reliably at  justifylargerc i

materials, and salt chem- = andc

istry. Domestic mineral ab- aprice domestic

undance acqu i can afford Aparallel routed, bl
ly hesecapa- testing in existing heavy-

bilities operate together at waterreactorplatforms.Ad-

anacceptable cost.

Kaiga’stwonew 700-Mw units carried
areported 321,000 crore cost,underrevi-
sion, eq i %15

vanced Nuclear Energy for Enriched Life
combines thorium with enriched uran-
ium; Canadian NuclearLaboratoriesann-

to
crore per Mw. The Nuclear Power Corpora-
tion of India’s average tariff, net of levies,
was 33.90 perkilowatt-hourin 2025-26.

turing in April. NTPC and Clean Core are
exploring Indian deployment, subject to
approvals. Bounded ma(hatmn trialsand

These conventional nuclear bench ks
offercontext,rather thana thorium price.
The OECD Nuclear EnergyAgency’s 2015
assessment placed the entire fuel cycleat
roughly 15-20% of nuclear electricity
costs. Cheap feedstock has limited scope
to compensate for costly finance, con-
struction delays, or pooravailability.
Consider the scale involved. A hypo-
thetical 10-Gw fleet operatingatan 85%

HE EDITOR

Capital seeks
credibility

Apropos of “Capital gains" (FE,
October 29), the landmark Jio IPO,
alongside other major offerings,
shows that access to capital is never a
bottleneck for businesses with strong

fundamentals and reasonable
valuations. The enthusiastic
participation of FPIs highlights the
depth and maturity of India’s primary
market. FPI net selling in the secon-
dary market shouldn’t be misinterp-
reted as a loss of confidence in India's
growth story. Rebalancing portfolios

regulatory revi for-
mance before procurement. Enrichment
costs and fuel-supply guarantees must
enter the assessment, since imported
enriched uranium would preserve an
external dependency.
The industrial

delivery. The government
mustalso preserve independent regula-
tory scrutiny as investment expands, so
that commercial urgency does not com-
promise the safety standards on which
public confidence and financing depend.
Siting decisions should address cool-
ing,grid acces:
and local acceptance early. Environmen-
financed wastearrange-
ments can reduce disputes. Diversified
5 % % 5

tories, and completion of proven nuclear
projec in
grids, storage, and efficiency. Thorium
deso_rves sustamed investment governed

ds eq-
ual attention. Tarapur’s Integrated Nuc-
lear Recycle Plant and Kalpakkam’s Fast

by Its contribution to
energy security will ultimately be estab-
lished through electricity delivered reli-

ReactorFuel Cycle Facilif con-

towards high-quality, scarcity-value
primary listings is a rational invest-
ment approach. Viewing successful
IPOs as a threat that drains liquidity
from secondary bourses misses the
broader picture. What is dampening
secondary market performance is
subdued corporate earnings growth,

ablyata price canafford.

further constrained by macroecono-
mic pressures. To reignite momentum
there, India Inc needs stronger, con-
sistent profitability rather than fewer
primary issuances.

—Sanjay Chopra, Mohali
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Making sense of street signs

FPI selling is driven mostly by global factors
The performance of the Indian stock markets is being intensely debated. The
benchmark Nifty 50 is down over 12 per cent since the beginning of the year.
Expectedly, various aspects of the issue were extensively discussed at the annual
Business Standard BFSI Insight Summit, which ended on Wednesday One of' the
biggest reasons for the Indian stock markets’ underperformance:
by foreign portfolio investors (FPIs). At a net level, they sold stocks worth over¥2.9
trillionso farthisyear. Th I reasonswhy FPI lling Indianstock:
the biggest being the artificial-intelligence (Al) trade. Some analysts have also
pointed out the difficulties that FPIs tend to face in the Indian markets.

In this regard, Securities and Exchange Board of India Chairman Tuhin Kanta
Pandey noted at the summit that the regulator was engaged with FPIs from across
the world. There are some issues, and the regulator is working on them. The time
taken for registering an FPL for instance, has declined significantly. In the broader
context, Mr Pandey also highlighted that market capitalisation as a share of gross
domestic product had increased from about 69 per cent in 2015-16 to about 130 per
centthis financial year. Clearly, the increase has been driven mostly by new listings
and not necessarily by valuation expansion. In fact, valuations have been signifi-
cantly compressed in recent periods.

Aswas pointed out at the summit, in terms of the number of initial public offer-
ings (IPOs), India was at the top of the charts globally in 2025 and ranked number
three in terms of value. Significant activity is being witnessed this year as well.
Notably, Jio Platforms, which had the biggest IPO, was listed this week at a signifi-
cant premium and became the second-most valuable company on the Indian
exchanges. The JioIPO and its listing highlight another layer in the ongoing market
debate. Despite the broader trend, demand for the IPO, including from FPIs, and its
successful listing clearly show that the Indian market is capable of providing risk
capital at scale to strong businesses. This has been made possible partly by sus-
tained increases in participation by domestic investors, including through mutual
funds. Domestic institutional investors have bought stocks worth over X7 trillion
since the beginning of this year.

At a fundamental level, as analysts have rightly pointed out, not much has
changed for the Indian markets. The economy is growing strongly and there isn’t
much tocomplain about the incomingcorporate results for the second quarter this
financial year. Thus, FPIselling is being driven largely by global factors. Besidesthe
increased investment in Al-related companies, risk aversion owing to geopolitical
uncertainties has also affected foreign flows. Further, rising bond yields in devel-
oped countriesand currency-market volatility are complicating investment calcu-
lations for global fund managers. Nonetheless, there are issues that India must
debate and address. FPIs compate post-tax dollar returns in various jurisdictions,
which tendstoadversely affect India allocation. Thus, thereisaneed toalign India’s
tax policy with global best practices. While the stock markets have gained depth,
India still needs foreign capital to supplement domestic savings. Another aspect
worth debating is how different instruments are taxed for resident Indian investors.
Iris being argued that lower taxes on equity are pushing households to the stock
markets. There are various ways of bringing parity.

Building empowered cities

Strong local govi emmmts are essential for sustained growth

India’sability wthwilli depend on howwell
its cities are governed. With the urban population projected to rise from around 500
millioncurrently to850 million by 2050, the pressure on housing, transport and basic
services will intensify. In this context, NITI Aayog member Rajiv Gauba recently
argued forafundamental change in how cities were planned, governed and financed.
His observation that cities cannot be governed from state capitals underlines a fun-
damental weaknessinIndia’s urban governance framework — thelack of autonomy
for urban local bodies (ULBSs). A recent NITI Aayog report titled “Moving Towards
Effective City Government” highlighted weak devolution, fragmented responsibil-
ities,and inad icipal finances. The 74th constitutional amendment, which
intended to strengthen local self-government, remains incomplete. Although the
Constitution lists 18 functions forpossxbledevolunon responsnbﬂ.messuch asurban

ing, watersupply, are ofis ided ng municipal
corporation ments, and sp agencies.

Political leadership is equally constrained. Mayors often lack executive and
financial powers, while municipal commissioners exercise substantial adminis-
trative authority and may be transferred frequently. Besides, as a Comptrollerand
Auditor General study published in 2024 has found, municipal elections were
delayed in morethan 61 per cent of ULBsacross 17audited states. Short mayora.l ten-

in rapidecc

ILLUSTRATION: BINAY SINHA

Revisiting taxation of
capital incomes

Tax reform must be guided by durable, long-term economic
objectives rather than panic-driven responses to temporary

external shocks

There is a lot of chatter on the need to revisit taxing
capital incomes in India, especially incomes from
trading in equity. The present regime includes two

urities transacti TT)and

years,andlessthan1percentinthreeofthese years. This

moderation, alongside a7 per cent real growth rate, sug-

gests some structural changes supporting a lower net
Jobal resources. A iseis i

a capital gains tax. The former is applicable to both
purchasing and selling equity while the
latter applies to gains from trade in equity,
with gainsbeing recognised aslong-term
if held for more than 12 months, The

exports is one such change in recent times. An increase
in the India basket of crude oil, alongside
theglobalincreasein pricesof thefuel, does

CAD from below 1 per cent to above 1 per

SouthKorea, and Taiwan. Whilethe Indian ecosystem
is gearing up to expand its interests in the Al space,
given the differential interests of the domestic econ-
omwy, it cannot be at a scale and pace that the global
leaders h: d. Thereare, fore, emerg-
ing and sustained pressures for capital to leave the
Indianeconomyintheshortrun. Thistrend, however,
creates pressure on the currency todepreciate, which
lowers returns on equity markets and induces a
further round of exits. It is being argued that in this
context, dollar returns on investment in India are
more adversely affected than the returns in rupee
terms. Hence the call to revisit taxing capital gains.

Howto about i hock

Lower taxes are always attractive for all taxpayers.
However, any change in the tax structure should be
predicated on clear outcomes. The country has
experimented with a reduction in corporate tax rates
inthe last decade as atool tostimulate private invest-
ment. Buttheevid uchaninterven-
tion has been limited. The argument for tax-based
corrections to broader policy challenges should be
reviewed carefully.

For Indian capital markets, two arguments can be
credibly made: One, a review of the need for both
capital gains tax and STT at the same time, and,
second, the need for and commitment to stability in
policy over time.

In the context of capital gains, the regime in India
withdrew taxing capital gains and replaced it with
STTto increase transparency in the context of then
p iling double tax avoi andthe

avoiding fcapital gains. In
more recent times, long-term capital gains tax has
returned. However, STT stays. One possible reform to
consider could be withdrawing STT on equity trans-
actions. STT has often been criticised as being anirri-
tant, since it is a transactions tax that does not apply
toincomes or to values added.

Turning to a broader question, do FPI flows help
render long-term stability to the domestic economy?
Foreign capital inflows are important for bridging the
CAD, and providing a tool for deepening capital mar-
kets. When FPIs liquidate holdings during global
marketshifts, the resulting currency strain and market
drops often generate intense political pressure for
state support. This raises a fundamental policy ques-
non Does ovar -reliance on. short -term foreign port-
ordoesitrisk
orienting national economic policymaking towards
short-term preferences of foreign-asset managers7

Let ider the case of wil -1

immediate driver for the conversation - centin2026.

stems from a sharp increase in the with- Corporate revenuesand profitsoverall
drawal of foreign portfolio investors appeartoshowgood performance. Analy-
(FPIs) from equity markets in India. This sisby Moneye Niftyso
processhas two separate but related con- companies report an average growth rate
sequences —a dramatic drop in returns of revenue of 18 per cent in both the first
on investment in equities and a consist- RKAVITA RAO and second quarters. Net profits too grew

entdepreciation of the currency. What s
the context for this review of policy and
how can one think about such a demand for review?

What about
The! i over7percent
this financial year. This assessment of the Reserve Bank
of India national Monetary Fund
isexpected to have factored in the impact of the myriad
disturbances to the world economy — the impact of E1
Nino, stress in the oil markets as well as uncertainties in

thetariffoutlook. ionary haveinduceda
rate increase in the latest monetary polxcy review. The
current-account deficit (CAD) ha; lessthan2

by 18 per cent in the first quarter and
about 15 per cent m the second quarter.
Clearly, equity ted with
the performance of companies in recent quarters.

Context fortax
It hasbeenargued that global ingacon-

capital gains tax for foreign investors. Do we then
create incentives for domestic investors, especially
large investors, to undertake round-tripping and re-
enter the d as foreign i

Tax reform must be guided by durable, long-term
economic objectives rather than panic-driven
responses to temporary external shocks. Tax alter-
ations enacted during crises are notoriously difficult
to reverse once market conditions normalise,

siderable role ini: flowsof’ d

of India. An increase in interest rates in the United
States (US), with a corresponding increase in yields of
US treasuries, would raise the risk-free rate of return
for global investors, inducing amove of resources back
to the US Thxs momentum is further supported by

percentof gross domestic product (GDP) in the past few

in artificial intellj (AD,a
sector primarily led by the US, followed by China,

political and economic costs. India’s optimal path lies
in maintaini; ic stability, eliminating
i transaction frictionslike STT, and it-
tingitselftoa transparent, consistent capital-taxation
framework that serves national economic priorities.

Thewriter is director, National Institute of Public
Financeand Policy

Durable liquidity needs durable solutions

For effective monetary transmission, it is important
that the operating target remains aligned with the
policy rate, The corridor is only a safety valve for
extremesituations.

Following the three schemes under the special
dollar-rupee forex-swap facility, introduced on June

ent i has seri ide effe
Banks in the normal course use the ﬂeijlh[y of
CRR maintenance to arbitrage with the call-money
market. Whenthe WACR goes up, they maintain lower
CRR balances and lend in the call market, and vice
versa. This arbltra,e helps align the operating target

8, the Reserve Bankof India (RBI) mobilised over $140
billion, leaving the banking system flush with durable
hqu:dlty of over %14 trillion. Consequently, the

uresanddelayed electic inuity, makinglong-term
This is aserious drawback and must be addressed. India has increased investment
in urban infrastructure in recent years. The budgetary outlay for the urban sector
has grown substantially over the years. The %1 trillion Urban Challenge Fund,
announced in the 2025- 26 Union Budget, and aﬂncauons 0f¥5,000 crore each for
sevencity-economi five ities asgrowth hubs.
However, infrastructure spending alone cannot deliver better outcomes without
capablelocal institutions. Municipalities need trained personnel, effective coordi-
nation among service agencies, and greater authority to respond to local needs.
Further, weak finances restrict municipal autonomy. A Reserve Bank of India
report (2024), covering 232 municipal corporations, found that theirown revenues
inadequate to meet venditure. Improving property-tax assess-
ments, expanding digital land records, and strengthening user-charge collection
can help cities mobilise their own resources. State Finance Commissions must be
constituted ontime, and their recommendationsi 1ted transparently. The
16th Finance Commission’s increased grants to urban local governments provn:ie
anopportunity, butt 1 -annot i vicedelivery i-
palities have the capacity touse funds effectively. Reforms can begin with million-
plus cities before being extended to smaller urban centres. These cities have
established institutions and a greater capacity toimplement changes, making them
suitable starting points. India’s urban challenge is not simply to build more infra-
structure but to ensure that cities can manage it effectively. States must devolve
ibilities along with ad funds, staff and decision-making powers.
Empowered and accountable municipal governments are essential inimproving
living standards, attracting investment, and ensuring that urbanisation supports
sustained economic growth.

average call rate (WACR) — the operating
target — went well below the lower bound of the cor-
ridor. Apart from the regular liquidity adjustment
facility (LAF), the RBI absorbed about 2
trillion through sales under open market
operations (OMOs) and sell-buy swaps in
September, lifting the WACR above the
lower bound, but it still remained well
below the policy rate. On October 8, the
‘WACR was at 5.30 per cent even as the
RBI had raised the policy reporate to 5.5
per cent on October 7. To further lift the
WACR, banks were required to maintain
99 percent ofthe cash reserve ratio (CRR)
on a daily basis, up from 90 per cent JANAKRA]
effective the fortnight beginning October

16. Anticipating this, banks began build-

ing CRR balances, pushing up the WACR above the
policyratetos.55 per cent on October 14 and above the
ceiling of the corridor to 5.81 per cent on October 26.
Notably. some banks have been accessing the margi-
nal standing facility (MSF).

With the inflation rate above the RBI's target and
the central bank in tightening mode, it was impera-
tive to swiftly align the operating target with the
policy rate and the RBI deserves credit for acting
promptly. Now that the WACR has crossed the ceil-
ing, thereisa case torestore daily CRR maintenance
1090 per cent because the continuation of the 99 per

need for frequent cenr_ral
bank mtervention.

'With banks now required to maintain 99 per cent
of CRRevery day, thevital arbitrage sustaining the call-
money market has effectively broken down. This is
inimical to the smooth functioning of the call market,
whose volumes have shrunk over the
vears, The 99 per cent ruletakes away the
incentive totrade, makes the WACR thin,
pushes banks into building precaution-
ary excess reserves, and forces more
recourse to the MSF window. Some may
argue that a 99 per cent daily floor is jus-
tified since banks, on average, maintain
CRR re-
scribed requirement. This, in fact, makes
acase for alower daily requirement, not
higher. The issue is not how much banks
maintain on average, but how best to
ensure smooth arbitrage between the
call-money market and CRR maintenance.

The last occasion when the RBI raised the mini-
mum daily CRR maintenance to 99 per cent (from 70

the solution lies in addressing the durable liquidity
surplus, which is expected to persist, through durable
measures. Notably, there are limits to OMO sales and
sell-buy swaps.

Though the Foreign Currency Non-Resident
(Bank) scheme had stipulated that incremental
deposits mobilised under the swap window would be
exempt from the CRR/statutory liguidity ratio
requirements, this does not prevent the RBI fromsub-
jecting all incremental net demand and time liabil-
ities (NDTL) to the CRR or even raising the CRR on
outstanding NDTL. A CRR increase is transparent,
and it preserves price discovery and drains durable
liquidity, leaving call volumes and the averaging
mechanismintact.

Admittedly, the CRRisa costto the banking system
because the RBI does not pay any interest on its bal-
ances. However, we are in a period of large liquidity
surplus and the cost of managing it also needs to be
shared by the banking system. As of now, the RBI is
bearing the entire cost. It would not be unreasonable
ifthe banking system also bears a part of it.

Beyond cost sharing, there is a macroprudential
caseforaCRRincrease. The CRR isnowatarecord low
of 3.0 per cent. It is no longer a tool for day to-day
liquidity Itisnow a buffer
that can be deployed at short notice, even retrospec-
tively, to inject liquidity in difficult times. It will also
help build a buffer for future use.

percent) wasinJuly2013. Then, however, it

Insum,itisi WACRwith

porary squeeze to tighten liquidity amid
heightened volatility during the taper tantrum. Now
it istoabsorb alarge surplus.
The current reduction in surplus is largely due to
government cash balances of closeto 7 trillion. Once
pends, th % and
the WACR may moderate from the current elevated
level and possibly move below the policy rate. Hence

inthe call-money
market Ifa durable surplus persists, as appears likely,
raising the CRR from its historic low would be the most
> e e :

The writer is senior fellow, Centre for Social
and Economic Progress, New Delhi.
The views are personal

Building an army of brain warriors

instead on the prevention and reversal
of brain disorders.
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NEHA BHATT

Asapractising neurologist, author Dr
David Perlmutter was used tofocusing

whenresearchto go

and treat them is stillemerging, It also
means battling the deluge of the latest
brain-focused pills from pharma com-
panies. Some of them do provide tem-
porary relief from symptoms of, say,
Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s, but they
do notaddress the root causes. Conven-

meantto protect”, The book makes the
casethat our iocus. themfore should be
onfixing

fitting a vital missing piece
into the puzzle — uniocking

Step by step, the book details how we

can take a more proacti to
protectbrain health early in ourlives by
harnessing the power ofthese special-

tional medications, tohim,
failto calm overactive immune cells or

isedi ells. licissues
related to brain conditions begin 20t0 30

tochrc

exercise, and regular
-are, can help.
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iorate, the role of Mot down. Fora healthy brain, we pmvocanve territory isin Dr Perlmutter’s
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‘While microglia have been for Lif
known foroveracentury, they

by David Perimutter

depressionare the resultof a
chronic, low-grade M1 state.

apy (HBOT), which remains controver-
slal dueto safe_ly risksand cballenges

entirely on di reduce years befc itive were long thought to be pass- Published by Hachette  Although often quite techni- ion. He

brain diseases using ther- i torefine medica- ,scDr advise: tructuresinthe  375pages 799 cal, the book i ina icals designed to
apies. But the medicines generally pre- tions, but not nearly enough is going payingattention to brain health when braul More recently, adeeper way that allows you toread as directly target microglial function.
scribed to treat these devastating deeperinto the growing problem of we are 40, not 70 years old. undersrandmg of microglia as deeply intoitas you like, with Despite several repetitive sections, over-
conditions, he underlines in his new i i theworld He has written: iy about this dynamic ‘emotion, cogni- helpful summanes along the way. all, Brain Defendels isathought-provok-
book, Brain Defenders, worked only on toprevent them, he writes. subject before in book has Grain tion, and i ion has marked a Over fourc i Dr Perl- ingread, breaki i into
the symptoms. “Neurologists have had Asinmostmattersrelated to healr.h Brain, Brain Maker, and Drop Acid, in majorshift in neuroscience. mutter digestible concepts while drawing atten-
nochoicebut to treat th ke and hile you can'tchangey code, which he explores how carb-heavy, The booktells us to think of’ th it ofbrain dxs— tion 1o exciting new developmentsina
ignore the fire,” he writes. Overtime, Dr  you can control it “The 88 highl ribute to astwins with the unique ability toshape-  ordersand th i immu- areaof medical research,
Perlmutter felt compelled to question keysof issues, along with the link shift depending on several factors: M2, nometabolism that take a brain from

this reactive approach and focus

the
same, butyou can de(‘_lde toplay adiffer-

between hormones, gut-produced neu-

o0 0o <

the healing twin, is the phenotype that

good to bad. Metabolic issues, poor diet,

The reviewer is a journalist and author
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CONTRAPUNTO

- It is easier to rob by setting up a bank
than by holding up a bank clerk
~ BERTOLT BRECHT

MOUNTEBANKING

Branch-level fraud dents customers’ trust in banking
services, which are the backbone of a modern economy

anks pay interest, advise on investments, provide lockers, but

forordinary folk they are firstand foremost a safe place to park

funds. A PNB branch in Greater Noida, outside Delhi, has broken
this trust. Its rural customers, newly enriched through sale of land,
have been allegedly conned out of 35cr. The culprits appear to be
bank staff, who closed FDs and transferred fundstounrelated accounts
without authorisation. Mountebank is an old-fashioned synonym
for charlatans. We christen this breach of basic trust by a bank,
me banking. Unfortunately, mc banking isn'trare.

Recall the case from Kota, Rajasthan, last year when a former ICICI
Bank relationship manager was accused of siphoning 4.6cr from
customer accounts over two years. How? She changed the phone
numbers linked to accounts, so customers never got transaction
alerts. There was a case from Delhi in 2024, when an ICICI branch
manager allegedly duped an NRI out of %13.5cr. He created fake
accounts, issued debit cards and cheque
books for them, and diverted her money.
In 2023, Bank of Baroda staff reportedly
stole 2221 from 362 customers by linking

Not So Lame Duck For India

If, as expected, Republicans lose the House in US polls, Trump will find it tough to pass bills. So, foreign
policy will be his focus. New Delhi’s best bet is status quo, and for Trump to concentrate on China & Iran

Amit Gupta

The Nov 3 US midterms are not as
acrimonious as Trump's three runs
for the presidency, but they come close.
Rising inflation, an unpopular war
with Iran, and a K-shaped economy -
where the upper arm of the letter
K signifies the small percentage doing well in
US, while the much larger lower arm is that of
those who are economically struggling - have
soured the national mood, and made it tough
going for Republicans. They are expected to
lose House of Representatives, but may still
stave off a Democratic victory in Senate.

Trump is rallying followers by saying that
if Republicans lose, Democrats will carry out
a vendetta against him and his team. Even if
Democrats win only the House, some of this
will certainly happen. Investigations will be
launched against Trump, and Democrats will,
certainly, want to inspect the battle damage to
American bases in the Gulf, hitby Iran.

The latter would embarrass Trump and
Departmentof War, whichhave downplayed the
destruction. But will an adverse result check
Trump's current domestic policies? Hardly.

|

unauthorised numbers to their

Noneof theseisahigh-techscam. Rather
they're confidence tricks or failures of
banks’ internal systems. They happen
when the so-called “maker-checker” system,
which requires two different persons to
authorise a sensitive transaction, breaks down. It may happen,
among other things, due to collusion, or when banks use offline
processes meant for network outages, or when a staffer misuses
login credentials of aformeremployee.

Often, the intention isn’t to rob customers, but to profit from their
money and return it unnoticed. The ICICI Kota RM bought shares
with embezzled funds, but ran up losses. Sometimes, performance
pressure from banks leads to such cheating. In the BoB case, staff
were pushed to onboard customers to the bank’s mobile app, which
gave them a chance to introduce unauthorised numbers. It’s true
that banks repay customers after such frauds, but every such case
shakes people’s faith in the banking system. And usually, it's
newly banked rural folk, or senior citizens - these are the most
vulnerable groups — who are affected. RBI and Department of
Financial Services must do more to curb such fraud, with stronger
checks and stricter punishments.

Cruise And Effect

Villa Vie Odyssey gets grounded by the reality it
was escaping, the sea’s indifference is ancient
Cruises are no longer the preserve of the ultra-wealthy.

Mega ships and economies of scale have made this holiday

accessible to upper middle classes too. But a cruise that's
pledged passengers a 3.5 year voyage, like the Villa Vie Odyssey did,
is pretty exclusive. It was marketed as a multi-year escape from
Trumpism. Ironically, it's Trumpism that’s done in the cruise. The
monthlyfuel cost per cabin in parts of Asiarose from $1,800to $8,000.
As the whole thing gets grounded just 750 days into the voyage, it
feels like déja vu. For ever and ever, humans have set out to sea to
escape their reality, but things have often not gone to plan.

Someof youwon'tlikethe word ‘escape’. It'strue that sea voyages
are also about becoming. About exploration and
discoveries. Like the sea itself, travel on it has
never been just one thing. Cruise life itself is
full of dramatic contradictions. For the paying
passengers, there’sfreedom from their ordinary
responsibilities. They can experiment with a
different version of themselves, maybe more
' sociable, or glamorous. But the staff who make

all this possible, removing every possible
vv‘ inconvenience, with a 24x7 smile, they don't
get to toast the sunset with a margarita. The happiness factory on
sea, like all factories, is built on unequal labour. Yet, there’s alarger
shared reality. where the same sea surrounds staff and passengers
alike. Nature’s indifference makes no difference between those
who pay and those who get paid. It's the same mirror of the soul.
Find your anxieties or ambitions reflected in it as you will.

Cruise Lines International Association says that more than
37mn passengers stepped aboard ocean-going cruise ships last year.
That’s a record, plus 25% higher than pre-pandemic. And that's
despite the fact thatevery timea cruise hits the headlines, something
bad has happened, like a virus outbreak or backed up toilets. The
danger that sea voyages were once associated with, is still there,
but it's gotten super sanitised. Standing on the rail, watching the
land recede, and then the horizon drop off, and the sea widening
out with you at its centre, nobody knows what that will do to you.
Maybe the stillness will be restful, maybe horribly unsettling.
Thesea gives nothingaway in advance.

Bustards and Bhatias

Where have all the Kutchis gone, long time passing?

Jug Suraiya

The Great Indian Bustard and Kutchi Bhatias both come from
Kutchand both area vanishing species.

This was brought home to me recently when my long-time
friend, Mahendra, who like me is a Kutchi Bhatia, sent me
a scholarly treatise on the origins of our widely dispersed
community.

Bhanas can trace their lineage to the Bhatti warrior clan of Rajputs. Being
warriors, Bhattis seem to have been a restless lot, moving hither and yon
wherever there were battles going on. So Bhattis spread like a giant banyan
tree, puttingdown roots in Punjab, Sindh (now in Pakistan),and Kutch, wherein
they became Kutchi Bhatias, forebears of Mahendraand myself.

By this time, the Bhattis-turned-Bhatias had given up their martial pursuits
and become traders and merchants, occupations more conducive to getting a

life insurance policy.
Mahendra and 1 didn't take up trade, but became journalists,

Crackdown on immigrants
will continue, Trump’ll build
his baliroom, and, despite all the
anger, Democrats lack the fortitude
to cut off spending on the Iran war

The crackdown on immigrants will continue, he
will have his renovations, and build a ballroom, and,

bargain with China. A grand bargain is difficult since
Beijing would expect Washington to accept that the
international system is bipolar - no American
president can concede that unipolarity is over. It is
morelikely thatsomekind of nucleararmscontrol deal
is cut by the three nations, which could also potentially
attempt to limit use of Al in
thenuclearrealm.

A more promising approach
would be, as Xi suggested in
Beijing, for the two powers
to discuss ways to manage
their adversarial

to do that. The problem is, Venezuelan oil is difficult
to refine and supplies may be affected by future
domestic unrest in that country. Further, in the end,
it is inevitable that New Delhi will buy more Russian
oil, much to the chagrin of Washington.

Defense procurements also make little sense.
Backlogs in production of both F-16 and F-35 mean
that even if India signed a deal this week, it would
take seven to eight years to clear the existing backlog
of orders, and sell planes to the Indian Air Force.
Moreover, no one in Washington is going to allow
New Delhi to put nuclear weapons on these aircraft —

ing the French and

Trump is capable of taking
such a foreign policy

Image: Al

initiative. If the focus is on the great powers, what
thenof the relauonshxp with New Delhi?
Trump'’s

d 11the anger, De lack theforti

off spending on the Iran war. On the other hand, getting
new legislation, through a Democrat-led Congress, on
issues of healthcare, or tax cuts, will be difficult.
Trumpwillbea .andlikeallsuch i
‘he will shift his focus to foreign policy.

He has already agreed to a meeting with Xi and
Putin to discuss Ukraine. He would like a grand

isnot anymajor

breakthrough with India, and New Delhi is tired of the

‘A general trade agreement has evaporated because
New Delhi is reluctant to make the concessions
Washington wants, and there is the larger issue of

[
If one looks at the four possible areas of
engagement for New Delhi, with a lame
duck administration in Washington,
only one - energy - looks promising

han

whether, even if were to bereached,
would Trump abide by the terms, in the long run?

Which leaves H-1B visas and the greater access of
Indian tech workers to US market. AT has dramatically
removed the need for low-level workers, US will
certainly take skilled workers, who add substantial
value, to their corporations - which explains the
$100,000 fee for companies to sponsor only the best.
But those will be in far fewer numbers than in the
past. On a related note, educational visas will continue
to be restricted, much in the same way as they are
now beingrestricted in Canada.

The best thing India can hope for is that Trump’s
energies stay focused on China and Iran, since this
takes away the need to respond every time the American
presldent comes up with another imaginative pmposal

roller-coaster relationship that has defined th
term of this American president. If one looks at the
four possible areas of engagement with a lame-duck
administration only one, energy, looks promising.
Trump needs to have Venezuelan oil processed
and sold around the world and India has the refineries

Realist itisokay for

iestonot
haveanydr for the relationship
to continue at the current level of stability, with little
progress. Sometimes boringis good.

The writer is a Senior Fellow in National Institute for
Deter ies, US. D!

It’s Time India Inc Hires Future Consumers

Firms are doing well. Orders, revenues & profits are up. But new hiring is down. This will hurt
future demand as middle class becomes smaller & less prosperous

Siddharth Roy

At first glance, Oct's
flash PMI numbers may
convey festive cheer
Private sector activity
rose to a four-month
high, Lhe compus]te

Why aren’t companies hiring amid
a festive surge? This is what business
managers across the 800 manufacturing
and services firms polled told PMI
surveyors. They said their existing
workforce was more than enough to
handle the flood of new orders. Unlike
previous years, when a seasonal

index touched an 56.7,

assembly lines hummed, domestic
demand remained buoyant, and export
orders rose to their highest level since
June 2025. Better still for balance
sheets, input cost inflation cooled. For a
textbook economist, this combination
of full order books, widening profit
margins, and lower operating costs
should triggera hiring spree.

Instead, boardroomsacross Indiaare
quietly freezing recruitment. Overall
Jjob creation across manufacturing and
serviceshashititsslowest pacethisyear.
Services recorded zero net job additions
in Oct, snapping a nine-month streak
of employment growth, all because of
a worrying contradiction that hasn’t
become a talking point yet.

White-collar automation
For well over a decade, economists
and politici: i India’s jobless

torecruittemporary staff and trainees,
firms today effortlessly absorb the
extra workload without adding a
single new desk.

It'sall thanks toworkplaceautomation.
A closer look at the Oct data reveals
that work backlogs across privatefirms
fellattheirfastestrate since Aug2021.In
the past, a mounting pile of unfinished
tasks was a signal for HR teams to start
hiring entry-level executives from
colleges. Today, that backlog is quickly
cleared by existing staff, using advanced
software and AI tools. Work that
required a team of five junior analysts
or customer support associates is now
done by two mid-level managers using
automated workflows. Tech is doingnot
only repetitive factory labour but also
the extra white-collar work generated
by  economic

growthasaconsequenceof theeconomy
not growing fast enough, and anaemic
private capital expenditure that
couldn’t absorb the millions
of young Indians entering

the labour market each year.

‘We were told jobs would follow

once theeconomicenginefired

up. The Oct data shatters this

illusion by demonstrating

that the link between business

growth and payroll expansion

isbroken.

Ladder without rungs

Good for business, but this structural
shift represents a severe crisis for young
educated Indians. For30 years, theservices
sector has lifted millions of aspiring
graduatesintothemiddleclass. IT. banking,
financial services, and back-office oper-
ations were the great absorbers of young
talent from small towns and big cities
alike. When service sector output jumps
sharply, while net hiring drops to zero, it
signalsthat the lowerrungsof the corporate
ladder are being sawed off. Entry-] level
roles in coding, data processing,
reconciliation, and routine customer
management are quietly vanishing.

If this trend persists, the macroeconomic
consequences for India will be severe.
An economy cannot sustain high growth
on the back of corporate efficiency alone.
Young graduates without a monthly

Addressing this disconnect requires
an urgent rethink of both govt policy
and higher education. First, central and
state govts must immediately reconsider
corporate incentives, Currently, production-
linked incentivesandstate-level tax breaks
are largely tied to capital investment
and total output targets. Instead, future
public subsidies must be strictly linked
to verifiable payroll additions. Taxpayers
should not be subsidising corporate
capital expenditure if that money is
merely used to buy machinery and
software that bypass workers.

Universities must also confront the
‘harsh market reality that corporate
managers view fresh Indian graduates
as an expensive liability rather than a
ready asset. In a business environment
where an Al licence costsa fraction of a

salary do not buy two- , rent
urban apartments, or spend money on
goods. By ing out fresh

junior
training hme compames are u.nwﬂlmg

recruits in favour of software-driven
productivity, corporate India risks

ice
skillstoanew recruit. Undergraduate degree
programmes must include mandatory,

under demand
that fuels its order books. You cannot
sell products toalgorithms.

Calvin & Hobhes

T USED T© B THAT

\F A

NOW, WITH MODEMS, FAKES,
AND CAR PHONES, ENERYSODY
WANTS ENER{THING INSTANTLY!
IMPROVED TECHNOLOGY JUST
INCREASES EXPECTATIONS.

LIFE MORE HARASSED.

WESE MACHINES DONT MAYE
LIFE EASIER - THEY MAE

paid industri: If students
graduatewx(h two years of practical floor
f, experience, the cost of onboarding
them drops dramatically, making
human talent compeuuvea,gam_

The Oct economic data
should serve as a wake-up call.
Celebratinghighoutput numbers
while ignoring the recruitment
freeze is adangemus blind spot.
True economic progress is not
measured merely by how fast
factories and offices can clear
their backlogs, but by how many
young citizens are invited to
participate in prosperity.

The writer is a consultant to
Rashtriva Raksha University

Sacredspace

This, dear
Phaedrus, is the
most important
point:nogeometry
without the word.
Without it, figures
areaccidents, and
neither make

it

mamje\( nor serve the power of the mind.

Paul Valéry, Dialogues

Who Takes Rebirth When There Is No Passenger?

XIV The Dalai Lama

ften, people ask me what reincar-
O nationmeans. Most imaginea
soulleaving one body and entering
another; like a passenger changing frains.
But in Buddhism, we speak of rebirth
without a passenger. People find this
puzzling, but it'snota contradiction.
Tn understand this, wemust investigate

s = startingourcareersinCalcutta, whichat thetime f Kutchi
“._~ Bhatias who'd migrated en masse there, there not being much by
— | way of tr adingor mer todoinKutch.
5 The Bhatia Mandal in Calcutta was a popular
jugularvem meeting point for juvenile Kutchis who'd foregather
—————————— there to play Scrabble, the top player of which, Paddu,
wasaccorded the illustrious title of ‘Light of Asia’.

On the day after Diwali, the community would congregate in a school
compound obligingly loaned to us for the occasion to wish each other Saal
Mobarak, invariably compressed intoan exclamatory ‘Salmoobarak!”

Thaven'tbeen towhat isnow Kolkata [uralong while. I wonder if the Bhatia
Mandal still exists, and if aks

Thope theyare. FurwhjlethereareBhatLaseverywhere Lhereamfew leftof
myilk,or Mahendra's. Perhapsit's by ted our place

ions: What is reborn?
What is consciousness? And what do we
reallymean when wesay ‘i'?

First, what isreborn is neitheran

mentallifeisan

mind’ - the most fundamental awareness.
Ordinarily, it reveals itself only indeep,
dreamlesssleep orat the moment of
death. Only this subtle continuum passes
forward intoanew life, carrying the
imprints of ouractions, which we call
karma. Our everyday memories,
personality and habits dissolve, L
which is why we donot
remember previous lives.
Continuity exists without
anenduringentity.

Allof thls hxngeson

Similarly, amomentof awareness
canonly arisefroma prior moment
of awareness.
Thebrainisan indispensable

condition for thought, but it creates

awareness nomore thanalamp
that createselectricity. If that
holds true, the first moment of
consciousness inanewborn
must havean earliermental
cause. Conception provides the
biological vessel but cannot

THE SPEAKING TREE manufacture the subjective

spark of mind. Rebirthis not

eternal soul nor an independent person. is. For decades, i have E f =

The Buddha taught that no permanent, spoken with modern Il

unchangingself hides in us. Instead, our scientists: Whileirespect fg’
inuum- i deeply, 2|

astreamof

each arisingfrum the one before. When
i the coar f

Buddhist phi
offersa distinct perspective.
Inourtraditi i

is defined 4

‘clear and knowing’:

d ory
the evarydaythmkmgmmd that plans
worries, and dr

of origin long ago we no longer think of ourselves as Kutchi Bhatias but as
Kolkata Bhatias, or NCR Bhatias, or Mumbai Bhatias. That's our Kutch-22.

Atthedeepestlevellies what our
Tibetan tradition calls the ‘clear light

ithas no physical shape, colour, weight,
orlocation; its very nature is simply to
be aware. In Buddhist logic, everything
arisesfromacause of itsownkind.

mystxcal dogmabutalogical
deduction. Brainscans show
correlation between brain
states and mental states, but
correlation isnot identity.
Then comes the most

intimate question: If there
isnosoul, does ‘i’ refer toan illusion?
Notatall. Theself exists, but notas it
appears. Each of us instinctively feels
asolid ‘i’ sitting 1ik eign ruler

upsharply when weare insulted, criticised,
orfrightened: something solid rises to
defend its ground!

Yet when we search for this independent
self, we cannot find it. It isnot the changing
body, any fleeting thought, or their
sum. What remains is what we call the
‘merei’-aconvenient label. It isreal
enough toact, suffer, and shoulder
moralresponsibility. Psychologists
observe that people who dwell heavily
on ‘i, me,and mine’ tend to be unhappier.
When we cultivate warm-heartedness,
thistightsense of ‘i’ thins, and witht,
the suffering that clings toit.

‘When people ask about my own
rebirth, idonot claim to be the XIIT Dalai
Lama in the sense of asoul moving into
anew house. Isee only a continuity of
consciousnessandaltruistic purpose
takinga fresh form-and in thislife, i had
tolearnmy alphabet and prayers from
the very beginning. I ask only that we
investigate the mj.nd with open curiosity,

her inquiry belongs.

inside body and mind. This feeling flares

Astold to Rajiv Mehrotra
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India’s message
to US offers cues

India raising its Pakistan concerns with the
US may appear routine, but the timing is
significant for multiple reasons

n the sidelines of the ASEAN defence
ministers’ meet in Cebu, Philippines,
Rajnath Singh used his bilateral meeting
with US counterpart Pete Hegseth to
raise India’s concerns over continued American
support for Pakistan’s military. Though such
an exchange may look routine, its timing is
significant for two reasons.

First, the Framework for the US-India Major
Defence Partnership, a 10-year policy road map
signed by Singh and Hegseth, has completed one
year, and the two countries have recently concluded
the joint exercise Yudh Abhyas to enhance
interoperability and tactical exchanges. Since
India’s security challenges come from its
neighbourhood, its concern is reasonable: A
defence partner should not technologically
strengthen an adversary’s forces. Washington
cannot expect deeper cooperation from India while
upgrading the military India may be most likely to
face. Within the India-US reset, this is straight talk
meant to smoothen fissures before they widen.

The second reason lies beyond India-US ties. In
recent months, India-Pakistan engagement has
increased. At the UN, exchanges have been sharp:
India attacked Pakistan over minority rights
violations and military control of various territories,
while Islamabad wrote to the Security Council
about the arbitration panel's Indus Waters Treaty
ruling. Yet, there are also hints of a thaw in some
long-suspended engagements: SCO coordinator
Alok Dimri visited Islamabad for an SCO meeting
ahead of Pakistan’s presidency; and India invited
Pakistan, for the first time since Operation Sindoor,
to the inaugural Civilisational Dialogue Forum in
New Delhi. Multilateral summits are not the place
to negotiate bilateral issues, but willing delegates
often use the ice-breaking opportunities they offer.

So the defence minister's raising of the
$686 million F-16 upgrade package and cross-
border terrorism was an important nudge to a
common partner. Washington appears positioned
to steer Pakistan so that India’s security concerns,
including the warrants Indian agencies hold for UN-
designated terrorists Masood Azhar and Hafiz
Saeed, are no longer dismissed. It should
link its military support for Pakistan to authentic
and verifiable action against terrorism. Whether
India-Pakistan relations can gradually improve
depends on several factors. These signals
deserve close watching.

Cheaper cancer
drugs, half the cure

rom November 9, a pack of 21 capsules of one
F brand of palbociclib, a breast cancer drug, will

cost 32,720 instead of ¥40,421. It is one of
hundreds of cuts in the revised prices the National
Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA)
published on Wednesday, all the result of the
Centre’s decision to cap the share that distributors,
chemists and hospitals can take on 137 cancer
medicines at 30% of the maximum retail price.

According to the World Health Organization’s
Global Status Report on Cancer, released in July,
about half of cancer patients and their families face
catastrophic health spending. In India, researchers
who surveyed more than 12,000 patients at seven
cancer centres for a 2023 study funded by the Union
health ministry found that 80% of those treated as
outpatients incurred catastrophic costs. Two in
three of them were left with too little to meet their
basic needs once treatment was paid for. Medicines
were the biggest item in families” hospital bills.

To be sure, the cap reaches only part of the bill.
Nearly a quarter of the products in NPPA's revised
price list keep their old price, including some of the
costliest drugs. The immunotherapy drug Keytruda
still costs ¥2,16,500 a vial, and the lung cancer drug
Tagrisso more than ¥4 lakh for 30 tablets. The cap
trims only the supply chain’s share; for the newest
treatments, most of the cost is the manufacturer’s
own price.

Much of the supply of cancer drugs goes directly
to hospitals, so the government must make their
pharmacies honour the new prices. Italso needs a
separate answer on the prices of patented
medicines. A cancer diagnosis should not also be a
sentence of debt.

What is needed is a form
of functioning that s free
of executive control, but
nonetheless answerable
and responsive to
democratic oversight

ecent debates around

the working and func-

tioning of the Election

Commission of India

(ECI) have once again

stirred a debate around
the role of autonomous bodies as
elements of constitutional govern-
ance. Often, however, this debate
suffers from a lack of clarity as its
terms are loosely defined.

The modern regulatory and
administrative State performs a vast
range of functions, which are car-
ried out through a number of bod-
ies. Some of these are of a special-
ised and technical nature, such as
the Securities and Exchange Board
of India (SEBI). Others, such as the
ECI— the subject of ongoing contro-
versy — have the task of actualising
democratic processes. And then
there are bodies that fit uneasily
between these two kinds, such as the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

The relationship that these bodies
have to the elected government — or
the political executive — remains
the primary subject of debate.
Consider, for example, RBL. The
status of RBI came under sharp

scrutiny during th

Institutions” autonomy is
not about technocracy

exercise of 2016. The central
bank was accused of having
rubber-stamped the government's
decision to demonetise the
currency without any independent
application of mind.

Underlying this argument,
however, was the assumption that
a country's central bank should —
in some sense — be independent
of the government when it comes
to questions of policy within its
regulatory remit.

As scholars such as Canadian his-
torian Quinn Slobodian note, the
independence of central
banks has long been an
essential element of mod-
ern neoliberal dogma,
according to which certain
decisions about the econ-
omy should be insulated
and separated from demo-
cratic contestation.

While this argument
is treated as self-evident,
it is by no means clear that it
is indeed self-evident, as it rests
upon what is often argued to be
an artificial separation between
the economic and the political. At
the same time, however, direct
executive control over the central
bank appears to throw up problems
of its own, especially in a polity
such as India’s, where Parliament
has long been subordinated to the
political executive.

This dilemma was evident in
the judgment of the Supreme Court
that — six years after the fact —

Gautam
Bhatia

upheld isation. The Court
went back and forth on central
bank independence, claiming to
endorse it as a principle, but simul-
taneously undermining it by also
endorsing a vague doctrine of
consultation between the central
bank and the government. This led
to an incoherent approach, which
this author has previously called
Schrodinger's independence.

The dissenting opinion of Justice
Nagarathna was, at least, consistent
in endorsing the principle of inde-
pendence, and then applying it to

the facts to hold that i
had been violated.
The story of

Ifwe think

f icwill, then the

regulalnry body should also be structuredina way that renders it

tion and RBI suggests that
the starting point of the
debate needs to be about the
relationship between a
so-called autonomous body
and the larger democratic
context in which it operates,
which — in turn — should
inform the nature, scope,
and degree of “autonomy” that the
body should enjoy.

If we think, for example, that
decisions about the economy are not
merely technocratic in nature,
but should be subject to democratic
oversight, then the central bank
ought not to be made independent
of representative organs, but — in
some way — accountable to
the larger polity. What form
this accountability may take is a
different question.

Similarly, when we think of
ECI, there are calls to turn the body

impartial

into a purely technocratic commis-
sion, shorn of political commission.
This would make sense if we
think of elections purely as matters
of administration.

However, if we think of elections
as expressions of democratic will,
then the regulatory body should also
be structured in a way that renders
itimpartial but accountable (for rea-
sons cited here, the simple remedy
of having its actions scrutinised by
Parliament would not suffice).

So, this may take the form, for
example, of a multi-partisan struc-
ture instead of a non-partisan one,
where all major ing parties

BLOOMBERG

and independence can easily
slip into a call for technocratic
bodies where all that matters is
instrumental expertise.

In other words, what is needed
is a form of functioning that is
free of executive control, but none-
theless answerable and responsive
to democratic oversight.

Models of independence and
accountability, therefore, must take
these principles into account, and
steer between the Scylla of executive
dominance and the Charybdis of an
autonomy that ossifies into an end
initself, rather than as a means to

have an equal say in how the com-
mission is appointed (a model fol-
lowed in several countries).

The point about citing the
examples of RBI and ECI is to
warn that the rhetoric of autonomy

Gautam Bhatia, a Delhi-based
advocare, is the author of Offend.
Shock or Disturb: Free Speech
Under the Indian Constitution.
The views expressed are personal

1S100% ETHANOL THE
RIGHT PIVOT FOR INDIA?

{ AMITABH KANT } FORMER BUREAUCRAT

Energy security must not

compromise food security

clearest energy security successes, reach-

ing 20% blending (E20) five years ahead of

the 2030 target and cutting the crude
import bill. The government has now notified
rules allowing flex-fuel vehicles to be certified
to run on E85 and E100. The notification ena-
bles these fuels rather than mandating them.

Any meaningful uptake would raise
demand substantially, as an E100 vehicle
runs almost entirely on ethanol and, because
ethanol carries less energy, needs more fuel
per kilometre than an E20 vehicle. Meeting
this demand would depend heavily on
sugarcane, rice and maize, which will compete
for the land, water, and grain India needs for
food and animal feed.

The question is how much the country can
afford to divert. Events over the past month
suggest the margin is already thin.

Earlier this month, the government directed
oil marketing companies to bring sugar diver-
sion for ethanol down to zero for the 2026-27
supply year, amid concerns over sugar output
after weak rains.

The same tender, seeking around 11 billion
litres, cut the price for based ethanol

Iudia’s ethanol programme is one of its

\.l

LEthanol has a
legitimate place in
India’s energy mix,
but its expansion
must be governed by

the limits of
the country’s
land and
water

and rice) beyond what E20 requires. Rice-
bnsed ethanol should be phased out first, while
d can hould follow feed

by 23 a litre. Maize was already the largest
feedstock in 2024-25, supplying nearly half
of India’s ethanol, and with cane juice
and B-heavy molasses excluded this year,
distilleries will need considerably more of it.
The pressure on maize is already reshaping
what farmers grow.

The Economic Survey 2025-26 warns that
ethanol’s price signals are pulling farmland
towards maize and away from pulses and oil-
seeds, which risks entrenching India’s depend-
ence on edible oil imports. The Survey calls
this an emerging tension between Aatmanir-
bharta in energy and Aatmanirbharta in food.

Rice tells a similar story where
between June 2025 and June 2026, the Food
Corporation of India (FCI) supplied 6.35
million tonnes of rice to distilleries at nearly
40% below its acquisition cost, effectively
extending economic support to ethanol
through the food system.

A further 7.2 million tonnes has been allo-
cated for 2026-27. With central stocks in July
at nearly three times the buffer norm, this is
surplus grain for now. But surplus depends on

Waler is an equally serious constraint,
one that ethanol procurement ignores.
Distilleries themselves use little water, but
the real footprint lies in cultivation. The indus-
try argues, with some merit, that estimates
overstate the problem by counting rainfall.
Yet much of India’s cane and distillery capacity
sits in states where groundwater is already
under severe stress.

Brazil is often cited as the model for
running transport on ethanol. Its standard
petrol carries 30% ethanol but most Brazilian
sugarcane is rainfed, and much of its corn
ethanol comes from a second crop sown after
the soybean harvest.

India’s cane, by contrast, has historically
been more than 90% irrigated, and the coun-
try’s grain-based ethanol draws on crops that
would otherwise feed people and livestock.

India must stop expanding ethanol from
first-generation feedstocks (sugarcane, maize

availability and genuine sugar surpluses.
Demand beyond E20 should be met through
second-generation (2G) ethanol from non-food

biomass such as crop residues and bamboo.
And, 2G ethanol must be run as a national
technology mission. Seven years after PM
JI-VAN Yojana was launched, only a handful of
plants have been commissioned, costs
remain well above first-generation eth-
anol, and even the flagship Panipat
plantis not running at design capacity.
Savings from phasing out subsidised
rice should fund indigenous conver-
sion technology and a paid biomass
collection network. Research institutes
should also develop high-yielding,

o

price would give investors the
certainty to build at scale.

Water must be priced into procurement.
New cane and grain distilleries should
not come up in over-exploited groundwater
blocks, procurement prices should reward
lower-water feedstocks, and drip
irrigation should become a condition for
cane supplied to distilleries.

The food-fuel trade-off also must be made
transparent. Any support to ethanol routed
through the food system should be budgeted
and reported annuatly.

Lastly, ethanol must go where it adds
the most value. For cars and two-wheelers,
electrification is the more efficient long-term
pathway:; a parallel E100 retail network risks
slowing that shift. Ethanol’s stronger case
lies in hybrids and, in time, as a feedstock for
sustainable aviation fuel.

Ethanol has a legitimate place in
India’s energy mix, but its expansion must
be governed by the limits of the country's
land and water.

Amitabh Kant is chancellor, NIT University,
chairman, Fairfax, Centre for Free Enterprise
and ex-G20 Sherpa & ex-CEO, NITI Aayog.
The views expressed are personal
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Consider the objectives
ethanol can help meet

ciency of sunlight-to-biomass-energy is

alow percentage figure for sugarcane,
compared to around 20% for sunlight-to-elec-
tricity through solar panels. And food secu-
ity is sacrosanct. So, why go for ethanol?

The typical reason why a fuel is chosen is
economics: People always want a cheaper
alternative. But this isn't always a sufficient
driver. Energy security is another considera-
tion. A third factor, especially in the case
of ethanol in India, is what we can call
human-fiscal equilibrium. Even if ethanol
doesn’t save us money, it changes the recipi-
ent of this money — from foreign sellers of
oil to India’s farmers.

These are the reasons why ethanol should
remain on the table as a component of our
energy portfolio. More so, when it is in the
form of vehicles capable of running on
ethanol alone — the E100 category, for which
the Centre has justreleased rules — which is
distinct from a goal of 100%, economy-wide
replacement of petroleumn by ethanol.

The conventional argument against
ethanol is that it comes from sugarcane, but
India must prioritise sugar for food rather
than divert cane for ethanol ion. That

cience alone makes ethanol seem like
S an inefficient fuel. The conversion effi-

W

The ethanol question
for India boils down
to all the objectives
it can meet, not

the blending-

mandate-

versus-food-

security one
alone }

ferent levels of blending will also be instru-
mental in addressing several concerns of
owners about vehicle fitness that have arisen
(though not always founded in science) after
ethanol itution was rolled out.

doesn't always hold,

There are three routes of ethanol produc-
tion from sugarcane: One, from cane juice
(which impacts sugar production), from
B-heavy molasses (which marginally impacts
sugar production), and from C-heavy,
residual molasses (which doesn’t
impact sugar production). India has
shifted ethanol production away from
the first type based on national needs.

Now, there is another aspect to
the debate: the shift away from
sugarcane to grains for ethanol pro-
duction. In recent times, about two-
thirds of India’s ethanol need for 20%
blending with petroleum has come
from grains, This has involved fresh,
fit-for-human-consumption grains and,
crucially, reject-grains both.

Grain-based ethanol production not only
reduced dependence on sugarcane but also
resolved the seasonality challenge of extrac-
tion from the cane crop. Thus, the diversity of
inputs already partly mitigates the impact on
food security. Throw in technology-aided
improvements in productivity and new farm-
ing techniques such as precision and vertical
farming, and the pressures on land and food
supply ease to a fair degree. In case of a
bumper harvest exceeding food security
needs, the excess grains can be directed
towards fuel production.

That said, how much ethanol is optimal is
a complex question. Complete substitution of
imported fuels isn't the goal even though
blending offers both direct savings and
increased financial value as a hedge-fuel
against swings of the oil market.

Against such a backdrop, a blending range
offering, based on macroeconomic and agri-
cultural realities, would perhaps offer more
flexibility than a static blend mandate, with
accompanying innovation in vehicle technol-
ogy to facilitate different levels of blended-
fuel uptake. Flexible vehicles that tolerate dif-

Powering agri-R&D also must be made
concurrent with ethanol-based substitution:
‘The holy grail isn't just better conversion of
starches into sugars but the ability to use cel-
lulosic agricultural products and wastes; this
would dramatically increase fuel availability
without impacting food security. To thatend.
there is a long enough window for us to act.
Higher ethanol use will not happen over-
night, and needs a large ecosystem to align.

Consumers need to be compensated for the
lower energy density (per litre) of ethanol,
which brings us to a key challenge for ethanol
substitution: the impact on government
finances. India heavily depends on taxes on
fossil fuels, and ethanol may or may not get
taxed similarly. But read against oil price vol-
atility, the savings on the import front from
blending may compensate for the losses on
the tax front. Additionally, in the case of pet-
rol (not diesel), the larger risk to government
revenue comes from electric vehicles.

hus, any conversation on ethanol has
to be more holistic than it currently is.
There are issues that need to be worked
out — which, in turn, need a range of
stakeholders to align (if not always on
solutions, then at least on the larger
objectives) — but this most certainly doesn't
obviate the value of ethanol substitution.

Itis also important to consider the second-
order gains for the economy: Once the pres-
sure to meet transport fuel needs from crude
refining is lowered, it will free up crude sup-
ply for other petrochemicals of higher-value-
add or production of larger volumes of
refined fuel for exports.

Ultimately, the ethanol question for
India boils down to all the objectives it
can meet, not the blending-mandate-versus-
food-security one alone.

Rahul Tongia is a senior fellow t the
Centre for Social and Economic Progress
(CSEP). The views expressed are personal
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Creating adeep-tech
ecosysteminindia

Indias attention to deep-tech is welcome amid a tech arms race but we must do more than

Just subsid,

[ he technological arms race
between the US and China has
forced Indian policymakers to
finally confront India’s limited
deep-tech abilities. Policymakers
acknowledge that deep-tech inno-

vation in India requires significant support

from the Indian state. The policy focus on the
deep-tech sectoris welcome. But we need to
askifthe current model of subsidizing select
startups is the right way to develop deep-tech
capabilities.

Historically, India has spent very little on
research and development (R&D). Gross
spending on R&D has always been below 1% of
gross domestic product (GDP), compared to
ahout 3% in China and above 5% in Korea. Most
of that expenditure comes from the Indian
state. In 2023, the government set up the
Anusandhan National Research Foundation
(ANRF) to fund labs by pooling resources from
the public and private sectors. However,
private sector participation remains weak.

The state has now stepped on the gas by
providing public funds to startups directly. In
2025, the government launched the Research,
Development and Innovation Fund (RDIF)
with a corpus of X1 trillion. The RDIF, operated
by ANRF, has sanctioned sizeable funds to
several startups. The support to high-risk
ventures is aimed at quickly catalysing innova-
tion and deep-tech product development.

‘When public funds flow to private firms, we
must be sure that the outcomes will serve the
public good. Ifan RDIF-funded startup is
acquired by an American or Chinese deep-
tech firma few years later, it is not clear how
our national interest would be served. The
founders of such startups would of course get

ing startups. Research labs working with private players can drive innovation

richer, and hopefully contribute to the local
economy. But the acquired firm would no
longer be a ‘strategic asset’ for the country. It
is not clear whether our policymakers have
considered such possibilities. It is also not
clear whether RDIF fundsare flowing to sec-
tors or firms with the greatest societal benefits.
Fora private sector venture fund, astartup
developing flying taxis may be more valuable
than one developing green mobility solutions
for small towns. But from a wider societal
perspective, the latter may have greater value.

India needs a more sophisticated strategy for
promoting innovation in the private sector.
ANREF should aim to make it casier for our
research labs and scientists to co-develop
innovative products with private partners. The
R&D ecosystem will acquire deeper roots in
the country when research labs have a strong
stake in the success of deep-tech startups, and
these startups in turn collaborate actively with
researchers, and are provided preferential
treatment in public procurement.

The collaboration between SpaceX and Nasa
isa classic case, with the two organizations
pooling technical and financial resources to
develop next-gen lmlmologies India’s bio-
technology-led vaccine industry is also a story
of successful collaboration between the
government and vaccine manufacturers. In
the 1990s, the government helped Bharat Bio-
tech and Shantha Biotechnics scale up their
Hepatitis B vaccine production, and assured
them of government procurement. The larger
gain was the growth of an indigenous biotech
industry. The government should promote
fundamental research, public-private partner-
ships and projects with long gestation cycles.
There are noshortcuts.
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India needs better and frequent
statistics on incomes and wages

This is key to frame ¢ffective policy responses to shield the vulnerable sections from external shocks

AR
HIMANSHU

is associate professor at Jawaharlal Nehru
University and visiting fellow at the Centre
de Sciences Humaines, New Delhi.

otwithstanding the better-than-
expe gruwlhuf 7.8%, India’s
economy remains vulnerable to
multiple threats. Monsoon rainfall was
13% below normal because of EINifio,
which s likely to strengthen until early
next year. The global environment is
uncertain, both because of the war in
West Asia, which has pushed up oil pri-
ces, and rising inflation in the devel-
oped world. The trade and tariffuncer-
tainty have not helped. Also, how art
cial mlullu:vn(r will affect employment
and productivity is unclear.

ot insulated from any of

> Reserve Bank of Indi
finance ministry have sounded caution.
The long-term impact is unclear but
some of these will create problems in
the short-term, with spillovers to the
broader economy. Any response then
requires a short-term strategy to shield
the livelihoods of the majority of the
population, which is vulnerable to these
shocks, but also steps to ensure the
long-term sustainability of growth. This
requires more frequent assessment of
how the households, particularly the
vulnerable, are affected. The data must
capture the impact of economic shocks
inreal-time or at a high frequency. This
is particularly true for data on employ-
ment, incomes and wages, which are
the cornerstone forany evaluation of
the level of distress and also indicate
aggregate demand,

Jump in nominal wages.

Take incomes. Despite ags

ever, \\lm 'sworse is the lackolany

being highly ble, there is no reg-
ular source of data on the income of
farmers. The Situation Assessment Sur-
veys (SAS) of the National Statistics
Office (NSO) are available on a decen-
nial basis. The only other sourceis the
Commission for Agricultural Costs and
Prices. whose data, although available
with alag ol 3-4 years, isby crops and
not farm households. Recently, farmers
have suffered from production uncer-
tainty and rising energy as well as fertil-
izer prices, They also face an EINifo
that is the worst in recent history. But
there is no way to assess the impact of
rising input prices and production
shortfall on farm incomes. Note that
agriculture isstill the source of liveli-
hood for almost 45% of workers.
hisisalso true for wages. The onl
y source is the Labour Bureau’
wage data of casual labourers in agricul-
tural and non-agricultural occupations,
Unfortunately, the sudden and unex-
plained changes in the collection and
compilation of this data from July 2025
have resulted in an abnormally high
hisnotonly
distorts the long-term series, but the
ahst N e‘uf ‘any linking factor makes any
Fwages and Ihelrrvlalmmlup
wuhxlrnublu pul)h( policy orany other

infor on wages and earnings in
urban areas, either for casual or regular
workers, onamonthly oreven quarterly
basis. The only source for urhan wages

isthe Periodic Labour Force Survey
(PLFS), whicl able annuall
Though the ) hasbeen mloaﬂng

monthly eslm\:llc\nh‘mpim ment since
2025, these are only at a broad level.
They represent an improvement over
the quarterly report available for urban
areas since 2017-18. But any analysis of
short-term trends is limited by the
absence of wage and earnings data. Fur-
ther, even though the monthly reportis
released. the unit-level data, which
allows disaggregated analysis, is only
released after the annual report, thus
defeating the purpose of a monthly
serjes. The revision in PLFS proposed
by the statistics ministry to better cap-
ture platform and gig workers will help.
Whatisalsoneeded, though, isarevi-
sion of the definitions and categories
used to collect information on employ-
ment. A good example is the meas
mentof unemployment and the catego-
rization of workersas sell-employed,
regular and casual, more so given the
massive rise in unpaid workey
’res

changed iMnoti How-

aEN
QUICK READ

Thesstrong growth of India's
economy notwithstanding we
face multiple external shocks
that are threatening livelihoods.
Unfortunately, there islittle data
tounderstand their full impact.

Abetter policy response calls
for reliable data onincomes and
wages butalso dataonamore
frequent basis. Thismeans
improving existing surveys and
introducing newer ones,
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the economy, more so when the chal-
lengesare multifaceted and driven by
natural calamities or international fac-
torsheyond the control of domestic pol-
icy. The statistical system has been agile
and aware of the challenges, bringing
multiple changesin recent years that
have improved the frequency of surveys
and datarelease. However, given India’s
dynamic economy, the nature of statis-
tical data and the corresponding cate-
goriesalso require revision. This is nec-
essary for existing surveysand instru-
ments. But we also need discussions on
new surv ewand instruments that can
luced to capture thy
trendsand patterns ona reliable and
frequent basis,
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No research

without action, no action
without research.

KURT LEWIN

I

The GST regime has stepped into a new enforcement era

JITENDRA MOTWANI

ction 132 even beforeashowcause
notice is issued. It was intended for large-
scale fraud such as fake invoicing, bogus

under!

Directorate General of GST Intelligence
(2025), the courts held arrests or detention

lawful where statutory requi

ate. The prosecution threshold has been
raised from 1 crore to 35 crore, the

inSection 132 has been pruned and

I,

is partner, Trilegal.

“1 he Goods and Services Tax (GST)
Council in its latest meeting has rec-
ommended omitting Section 69 of the
Central GST Act, which lets (Jbl‘ulﬁwrs

imput tax credit and circular trading, not as
anordinary instrument of i igation. Its

incl Indmg written grounds of arrest and

existence castashadow over routine probe

Tobesure, safeguards exist. The Central
Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs'
instructions of 17 August 2022 and 1 Septem-
ber 2022 I'('(]lllrl‘ officers to weigh the evi-

arrest hefore any tax liability i
Thereform keepsevery tool needed to pur-
suegenuine fraud, but moves the decision to

rom th erto

acriminal court.

"Puwn.d Illx, Tty isanimportantaspect of
our late.” These words of
the Supreme Court in Siddharth v. State
(2021) echo the Council's aim of “a progres-
sive and trust- -based tax regime, while
retaining rence against fraud
and evasion.” The government is moving
from regulating the powerof arrest through
safeguards to removing that power alto-
gether. Thisis nota retreat but a recalibra-
tion of how the fight .I[,ml nst Lax evasion is

dence, th n'sroleand the necessity of
arrest. ‘Hw mslnn tion of 13 January 2025
requires written grounds with the arrest
memo. Still, ongoing litigation raises a larger
question:isstricter compliance enough oris
ittime to reconsider the power itself?

Wiy now? The revenue department told
the Supreme Court in Radhifa Agarwal v.
Union of Tndia (2025) that between July 2017
and March 2024, officers probed 79,763
casesand made 1,640 arrests, roughly 2% of
s. These figures do not prove arbi-
. But even a small proportion
rutiny when llmmn\mu(-l\w is
loss of liberty | guilt

proper were not met, In

Amit Mehra v. Union of India (2026), the

Supreme Court granted bail after more than

eight months in custody without the trial

havi mg beguu underlmmg lhe d.mgers of
re-trial

the minimum imprisonment term of six
monthsisheingremoved so thatacourt may
impose only a fine where that is ju

Going soft on fraud? Sceptics may argue
that this weakens the state’s hands against
sophisticated input tax credit rackets. But
effective is not 1 by

smm.‘lro notanindictment ofofh(m gener-
ally, but show how procedural lapses can
curtail liberty.

Not a free puss: The
reform does not abolish
investigation, searches
and seizures, summons,
assessment, adjudica-
tion, recovery. civil pen-
alties or prosecution for
offences that remain
punishable. Nor does it
grantimmunity to evad-
ers. Criminal proceed-
ings illbe pursued,

The Supreme Cuun upheld the arrest

waged. and an

sometimeseven heforea

L]
QUICK READ

The GST Council deserves credit
for removing the powers of
officers toarrest even withouta
showcausenotice. Thisdoes not
mean the lawis going soft. Only
the path tojail is changing.

For business leaders, the
messageisclear. Oneneednt  ani
fear aknock on the door during

What is 692 It emp sa

of as consti valid while showcase nouw What

without personal lxl)env asits cnsuall\ messmg strict statutory i Recent pathtojail.  anir
why that i ors. In is also
to arrest a person for specified offences mulnplo cases such as Kshi ildival v. hemgmadcprnpm‘lm\r

on. Just keep your
dealings cleanand the agencies
will be out of your hair,

how easily an agency can arrest. Rather, by
itsability to establish wrongdoing, recover
legitimate dues and secure convictions

due ontime, and the system is designed to
leave youalone. For the fraudster, the court-
room door remains wide open, and the
department now has the time to walk
throughiit.

The last word—trust extended, accounta-
bility intact: The government and the GST
Ccunﬂlde(eneumm Ior lhh reform. Few

as potent as arrest, and fev\ er dn so while
keeping intact every tool needed to catch
fraud. It is the act of a confident state, one
lh.il cl Imuws( vidence over intimidation. It
al toindustry and investors:

where pro-
cess grounded in evi-
denceand tested incourt
may take longer, but
offersa farstrongercheck
against misuse.

From fear todiscipline:
For the business owner,
directoror chief financial
officer, the message is
simple. The fear of a
knock atthe docrdlmnpz

taxsystem nowextends trust firstand
isks for proofbefore it punishes,
Trust runs both ways. Taxpay
keep their recordsclean, their vendors gen-
uine and their dues paid on time. The
department, in turn, must build cases that
stand tojudicial sc Muchwill depend
onhow these recommendati
but the direction is unm;
Astrong tax administration is notone that
arrests most readily hul one that can prove
wr ! recover legiti dues and

isgiving
way to the ordinary disci-
pline of law. Keep your
recordsclean, respond to
summons, pay what is

deliver timely justice. The goal is neither
leniency nor fear. Itis the rule of law.

Ginita Bodani and Sachin Mishra of Trile-
gal contributed to this article.
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India’s economic activity faces
an ‘'unequal geography’ problem

Productive activily is concentrated in a few states, and regions within them, thus driving income inequality in the country

SUDIPTO MUNDLE
is chairman, Centre for Development Studies.

here are breathtaking differences
the scale of economic acts
and within the states of Ind

cymakers need (o address this unequal
geography.

Among the major states, the two
richest, Goaand Gujarat, have per capita incomes
10 times and six times that of Bihar, respectively.
The top ranked five states account for as much as
50% of India’s total gross domestic product (GDP)
while the bottom five account for only about 10%.
In exports, the top ranked three states—Gujarat,
Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu—account for 55% of
total exports. The 10 states ranked at the bottom
account forless than h.an.a -percent each.

Ininvestment project st threes Ma
rashir jarat and Karnataka—account forover
4% of the total number of projects. The same three
states, along with Tamil Nadu, also account for
over 62% of total bank credit and 52% of bank
deposits. At the opposite end, each of the lowest-
ranked 10 states accounts for less than 1% of total
bank credit and seven of them have less than 1% of
bank deposits.

This sharp concentration of economic activity
also visible at a more granular level when compar-
ing districts within stat mong the better-off
states, the district of Bengaluru Urban alone
accounts for40% of Karnataka's gross state domes-
tic )xodml((,\DPJ luTeng.ma Jusuuudls-

3

f unvergencc acrossregions. The evidence pre-

trict and b
district—account for 35% o()rlh(‘\l'ﬂl.‘s(zbl)l’ Simi-
larly, Mumbai and Thane together account for 35%
of the GSDP of Maharashtra. Among the poorer
states, just three districts in Uttar Pradesh—
Gautam Buddha ) » Lucknow and Ghazi;
together account fc
total GSDP. In Rajasthan,

5% 0f GSDP.

Inexports, while Gujarat accaunts for 77% of

total petroleum exports, Jamnagar district
accounts for 67%. The world's largest refinery.
owned by Reliance Industries, is located there. In
electronics, Tamil Nadu accounts for 42% of total
exports while the single distriet of Kanchipuram
accounts for 35%. In gems and jewellery exports,
Maharashtraaccounts for 46% of total exports
while the Mumbai Suburban district alone
accounts for 38%.

L Jaipur alone accounts for

Proj trem
concentration. Of the districts currently having
investment projects, 115 of them have only one
project in 2025-26, Districts having 1-10 projects,
the norm. account for 86% of all investment pro-
Jjects. But at the top-end, Mumbai alone has 152
projects, Pune has 127, Bengaluru 87 and Bharuch
and Dhar 81 each. Credit flows are similarly con-
centrated.

Paul Krugman won the Nobel prize for his new
theory of Jthat iti
market forces would lead to <p1m| concentration
of economic activity, or divergence rather than

sen(ed how this market-driven pro-

advanced and less-developed states will increase
and there will lxl .| gm\\ Kng flow of workers from the

concentration of ec ivity is
powerfully at workin India.

Much of the wealth and income inequality in the
country stems from this unequal geography of eco-
icacti Since market forces are driving this

public policy needs 1o “lean
against the wind" and reverse or
containsuch rising spatial ine-
quality. What policy instruments
dowe have to deploysucha
strategy?

The flow of bank credit, bank
deposits, state government reve-
nues and expenditure are all
highly correlated with the spa-
tial distribution of economic
activity. Conventional monetary
orfiscal policy instruments,
thus, tend to reinforce rather
than contain concentration.

L B B
QUICK READ

Strong market forces driving this
concentration indicate the skew
will stay and so lead to migration
todeveloped states. Urban local
bodies must be empowered and
funded to absorb their flows.

The Finance Commissions i
have arole They can't fund local
bodiesdirectly under their
mandate but can incentivize
states to work on preventing

les ed. Many village
studies confirm Ihls. Urban local governmentsin
theadvanced states need to be adequately empow-
ered and resourced to create the infrastructure to
absorbsuch migration: housing, water supply and

prov incial governments in
mportantasthe
I

S. raise
theirownresourcesand are
highly competitive with one
another inorder (o attract pri-

e investment. In India, in con-
conflict of interest in
power sharing between elected
legislators of state governments
and local bodies has left the lat-

Here, therole of the Finance economic concentration, terwith very little powerand
Commissions is important. The weak capacity.

Constituti it the Finance C: ission to Constit ly, the Finance C issi an-
dd(lr(‘\\lht’ limbal and | not directly assist local governments. However, the

ve indeed had an
equalizing effect. However, thisimpact has been
very limited compared to the strong impact of mar-
n the opposite direction.

likely that the concentration of eco-
nomicactivity will persist, divergence between the

horizontal devolution formula can be used, with
adequate weights, wherein the states are incentiv-
ized to contain the concentration of economic
activity within their territories by empowering the
local governments.

These are the author's personal views.
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Starlink vs Jio: Match national
priorities to win Indian favour

Foreign firms must understand what the country wants from them

SRINIVASAN SIVABALAN
is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist.

/ hen Jio began trading on
LN Wednesday, its $107 billion val-
z uation put a price onseveral bets
at once: Mukesh Ambani's wager that
cheap data could underpin the digital
economy of 1.5 billion people: Google and
Meta's decision to back him; and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's digital push.
Elon Musk should watch closely. The
SpaceX CEO has suggested Ambani’s ris
owes something to crony capitalism. That
misses the more useful lesson forany global
firm trying to crack a market that's long
been hard to read and harder to profit from:
Inlndia, the surest route: srcial

The government can't finance the
country’s transformation alone.  s.oomeere
bringing enough capital, technology and
staying power to solve a problem the gov-
ernment considersimportant. And doing it
price that work:
Foreign firms have long understood one
part of that equation. McDonald's created
the McAloo Tikki Burger. Hyundai
designed cars \ulh Im[mn consumers in
mind.S: local

cessincreasingly he gov
ment'sstrategic priorities.

Jio understood that carly. Making con-
ity cheapand ubiquitous wasn't
al proposition; it served one of
s central development goals.
Reliance deployed billions of dollars in cap-
ital, drove data prices toamong theworld'’s
lowest and in the process amassed more
than 500 million customers. The govern-
ment got infrastructure it could never have
financed as quickly onits own. Reliance got
amarket ofextraordinary scale. Thatsym-
biosis shows how Indian capitalism works.

Over 12 years, lheold idea that govern-

habits. ! h(\\-mh-l I A Carrefour, by
contrast, are reminders that global scale
and a famous brand don’t guarantee suc-
cess. A product with cult status elsewhere
' doesn'tsolve
anIndian problemat a local price.
Under the current government, how-
ever, lmulmuwn isn'tenough. The more
question is which national

digital conne y
other firms it might be electronics manu-
facturing, semiconductors, AL renewable
energy ordefence. New Delhi has madeit
increa sm;..l\ le; \\ hem 1l wants upnal
and teck

ment | I
way toamuscular p:mnerslupheuvecn the
state and private capital. Industrial policy
has shifted from protecting small firms
towards cultivating firms big enough to
make big bets. The logic is that the

L.mll' ance Ind

pl

canalign their commerd mbitionswith

those goalsstart withan advantage.
Alignment only getsyou started, though.

Jio's next phase—rolling out its digital

nm-vmg g and launching 1 ()(J() \dlt‘"ll( 5—

ittomarket
al-cl can shield it from: tech-

m\estmem regulation and even coercionto
draw private capital behind its goals.
Thedeal isn't without risks. When com-
mercial success depends heavily on align-
ment with government priorities, the line

becomes hardertoascertain. Firms with the
capital, political access and patience 1o help
hieve its goals can acquire
a alsstruggle to match, That's
why Musk’s complaint resonates, But
moaningabout the system isn't astrategy.
Foreign firmsaren't shut out. They sim-
ply have to understand what the people of
Indiawant from them. One route isto back
acompany already positioned at the centre
of a national priority. Meta, Google and
other investors put about $20 billion into
Jio in 2020, while covid was inflicting a
massive economic costand its cheap-data
model wasstill being tested. They were bet-
ting on India’s digital transformation.
The otherroute is hard have likea
national champion yourself. That means

nological disruption, changing consumer
behaviourand regulatory setbacks. It must
deliver margins that satisfy shareholders
withoutabandoning the cheap data prices
onwhich its empire was built. A public li
ing will only increase that pressure.
‘Which brings us back to Musk. Could
SpaceX's Starlink succeed in India? Cer-
tainly. But permission to sell satellite
broadband won't be enough, Starlink
would need to c on\uu e bulh New Delhi
and Indian
is durable rather than transactional. It
would need an Indian operation capable of
delivering even if US policy shifts. And it
would have to pair high-quality service
with Indian-level prices and sustain that
commitment for years, perhaps on negligi-
ble profits.
If Starlink can doall that. it can compete
with Jio, But that would require the com-
panytostop treating India simplyasa mar-
ket to enter and start treating it as a

national project. ©BLOOMBERG

We need economic growth with Indian characteristics

SALMAN SOZ

barely moved inadecade.
dam Das and Jean Dréze,

Ly! ns, from ploughing and
harvesting to carpentry and construction.
Adjusted for inflation, those wages have

sing Labour
1

yuanamonth. By 2021, they earned 3

wnunn i.olor,wd India’snext phase of con-

yuan. Thatisabout three times asm

Arin-
Chinese urban wages more tha

chafter
adjusting forinflation. Further. the Interna-
tional Labour Organization (ILO) found that
n tripled in

growthwould be driven by wage
growthand upward mobility,and cautioned
companies against building their strategy
around affluent urban buyersalone.
But these commentsare nosubstitute for

is an authar, economist and
member of the Indian National

Congress.

| magine a young woman walking into a
J..Ieammgolhce tower in Bengaluru. She
S lettertojoina toy in
lnth.\ scelebrated information tecl Imulug)
industry, which earned revenues of about
$283 billion in 2024-25 and mnpluw 8
million Indians. Her starting sa s
lakha year. en India
cultjob market, she counts
Whatshe probably doesn't knowis that in
2010, the same company offered freshers
13.25 lakh a year. Her pay is mar ¢
higher than what her predecessors earned 15
ago. Prices, meanwhile, have more
than doubledl. Inreal terms, her startingsal-
aryis half of what it was in 2010.
agnant real wages for large sections of
ave becomea feature of
the economy, The government's own Eco-
nomic Survey concedes that forsalaried and
smployed workers, real earnings in
+ had still not recovered to their
2017-18 level. Every month, the govern-
ment’s Labour Bureau records wages for

Bureau data, found that inflation-adj
rural wages grew barely above zero percent
ayearoverthe decade 10 2023-24.

The situation has worsened lately.
Between 2019 and 2024, rural wages rose
5.2% a year in rupees but fell 0.4% a year
once inflation is taken into account. But it
was not always like this, Between October
2007 and October 2013, a Reserve Bank of
India working paper found that average
growthinnominal agricultural and non-ag-
ricultural wages outpaced inflation by about
7 percentage points. Such high real wage
growth has not been seen since.

The plight of the Indian worker standsin
stark contrast to the fortunes of corporate
India. In 2025-26, profits of the Nifty 500
companiesrose 0 5.2%of GDP, anall-time
high. The government’s Economic Survey
reportsthatlisted companies’ profits nearly
tripled between 2020-21 and 2024-25, from
2.5 trillion to X7.1trillion (roughly $34 bil-
lion to $84 billion).

How does this compare to China? In
2008, migrant workers earned about 1,340

the decade to 2010. That means the wage
growthin recent times has been on the back
olalready growing incomes. The Chinese
economy grew and incomes of workers grew

policy. And they come without the balm of

acknowledgment of a lost decade of wage

smgn.xlkm Instead of exhortations that
|

with it, while India’s y grew but
workerincomes stagnated.

The government is not unaware of any of

this. Speakingat the All India \
Association in Septem-
r, the chief economic
1 told corporate

India that “growth that “The step tocut cor-
changes the country only India's flashy headline GDP porate tax is historic. It
when it is shared hon- figuresdon'treveal the pain \ullmvc agreat: stimulus

estly between those who
do the work and those
who put up the money.”
Hc wentontoargue that
\\Mxkldxmn\mh 3
delay paying suppliers,

and keep the difference
as profit, that becomes
self-defeating.” The
finance minister,
addressing the same con-

Ll
QUICK READ

underneath. Realincomes
haven'trisen in years evenas
corporate profitshaveswollen  ac
thanks totax cuts

Incontrast, competing
economies suchas Vietnam have
seen realincomesrise. India
could follow their model and
adjust wages regularly based on
living costs to benefit workers.

maki 1 helpless, perhapsour pol-
icymakers should reflect on their pol
choices, In 2019, lhev()\crnm(-mg'n'vmr
porate India one of the biggest taxc utsever,
with L4 tr
in forgone revenue. The
Prime Minister tweeted

advertised, and the mixed evidence on cor-
porate tax cuts did not justify the certainty
\ulh\\hmhlh(w-(lamlsw re made

wih
which competes with India for En tories
leaving China, offers the clearest example,

Every year, it revises the minimum wage.
keeping in mind livi mg costsand inflation. ll
raised the floor by 6% in 2024 and 7.2% i
2026, and hasrecommended a7.8% increase
for2027. Meanwhile, investment hasbeen
slmng China’s Communist Party has writ-
yearplan thatagreater
lincome should go to those
who work, and that wages should rise at a
asonable rate, Thisin acountry wherethe
average factory workeris far better-offthan
(helrlnrlmnmumcqmn anv\ hxk- Indln s

to# attract | government ask: fai
private| unemm-m from | leavesitat that. Exhortation isnot pol
be, improve llowing the rel ftl !

competitiveness of our
private sector, create
more jobsand resultina
win- for 130 crore
Indians.” The promised
broad-based investment
boom did not follow on
anything like the scale

tic product data for the
2026-27, the Prime Minister asked the
country to celebrate India’s 7.8% growth
rate. Butagrowth rate isnotan end, and it is
time we looked at India’s growth model
more critically. We must ask what useis the
economicgrowth that isdisconnected from
personal growth.

-quarter of
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Stock against shock

India should move fast to boost strategic oil reserves

F

or more than six years after December 2014,
oil prices were below $65 a barrel, touching
$19abarrel in April 2020, coinciding with

the outbreak of Covid. Prices have ruled firm since
the Ukraine war which began in February 2022. In
terms of creating storage and buying up for adverse
times, India could have fared better. However, a
course correction is in progress.

o]

POCKET

India’s current strategic petroleum
reserve (SPR) capacity stands at a modest
5.33 million tonnes (MT) across
underground caverns in Visakhapatnam,
Mangaluru, and Padur. This provides barely
aweek’s worth of current daily
consumption, even as commercial stocks
with oil companies account for over two
months’demand. These capacities are
inadequate to cope with geopolitical risk.
The government had granted in-principle
approval for Phase IT expansion of the SPR
by 6.5 MT in 2018 — comprising Padur (2.5
MT) and a new facility at Chandikhol in
Qdisha (4 MT). The Padur project was
awarded toa private concessionaire only in
2025, while Chandikhol is yet to see
progress. This delay is surprising. The
government must expedite Phase IT
execution and initiate Phase ITI greenfield
site selections. Industry estimates peg
Beijing’s strategic oil reserve capacity at
roughly 360 million barrels —almost 10
times India’s. While China’s economic size
justifies such large reserves, these provide
energy security in times of global risk. To
boot, India’s modest strategic oil reserve
facilities are often part-empty. In
December last, the Comptrolierand
Auditor General pulled up the government
for chronic underutilisation, given that
capacity usage had hovered between 8.74
percentand 58.41 per cent from FY18 to
FY24,exceptin FY21.

‘While procuring crude to ramp up
reserves imposes a heavy fiscal strain,
India’s 2018 commercial model with Abu
Dhabi’s national oil company ADNOC
offers a proven template. ADNOC stores its
oil in ISPRL’s caverns in Padur. Amid
escalating regional volatility, Saudi Aramco
is reportedly exploring arrangements with
other nations to store its crude. India did
sign an MoU with the oil firm in 2018, but
execution was stalled as priorities changed
for the oil producer. The government must
seal such storage arrangements with
foreign producers. Commercial leasing to
refiners —as demonstrated by HPCL and
MRPL — frees locked-up sovereign capital
while preserving India’s absolute first right
of refusal during supply emergencies.
‘Waiting for the crisis to worsen in order to
build infrastructure is a hazardous ploy.

Finally, state oil marketing companies
should maintain a fixed minimum
percentage of crude stocks within ISPRL
caverns. India should actively bring to
fruition overseas storage strategies across
the world — such as the UAE/Fujairah
framework signed in May this year. It could
potentially store oil in Abu Dhabi, counting
itas part of India’s reserves. Oil
vulnerability is too serious to be ignored.

RAVIKANTH
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“Nice new finance app! Based on your bank
* balance, it tells you which illnesses you can afford.”
. -

Operationali
life cover for ,
delivery workers

CRITICAL GAP. An easy, initial fix would be to compulsorily make

PMJJBY and PMSBY as anchor risk covers for gig workers

TC SUSEEL KUMAR
R SUDHAKAR

isualise a narrative. At 11.30
pm ona Saturdaynight in
Banjara Hills in Hyderabad,
ayoung delivery rider
completed his last order. He
had been working non-stop since noon
and he was all set to go to his room. He
was 33 years old, earning between
¥18,000 and ¥25,000 a month across two
platforms. He had a severe chest pain
and died of a cardiac arrest en route back
to his room. His wife reached the
platform’s office two days later. She was
told the insurance covered only
accidents and heart attack is notan
accident. She left with tearful eyes and
his helmet, carrying nothing else but her
griefand abroken future. This is not
fiction — these are disturbing, stark
realities. A ride-hailing gig worker dies
ofanatural cause and his family
discovers that the insurance cover his
company provided does not cover the
way he died. Variants of this nature recur
across major platforms and locations.
Sections 113 and 114 of the Code on
Social Security, 2020, require the
Central and State Governments to
frame schemes for gig and platform
workers covering, “life and disability
cover, accident insurance, health and
maternity benefits.” Life cover is the
firstitem mentioned. The code came
into force on November 21,2025, Draft
rules under the code were notified on
December 30, 2025, proposing eligibility
after 90 days after being engaged by the
platform. The accident benefit has been

introduced: yet the provision of life
cover to gig workers has not been
operationalised.

The Motor Vehicle Aggregator
Guidelines 2020, notified by the
Ministry of Road Transport and
Highways on November 26, 2020,
specified that ¥10 lakh term life
assurance must be provided by every
aggregator to their registered drivers.
This is a pre-condition for commencing
operations by the aggregators. As of May
2026, almost six years after the
notification, there appears to be no
public record of any such i

- -

N

State law that provides a life cover
payable on natural death. The ¥2lakh
cover is nominal as compared to the ¥10
lakh term benefit which is prescribed for
the ride-hailing app’s drivers, though yet
to be operationalised, and separately
nothing is prescribed nor
operationalised for delivery workers.
‘With this sole exception of Karnataka,
the other States, though having their
respective welfare boards, have not
included the provision of term life
insurance in any of their Acts.

An easy fix could be riding on what is
already available. Both the Pradhan

nor an enforcement action by the
MoRTH. The July 2025 revised Motor
Vehicle Aggregator Guidelines reassert
the same X10 lakh term life cover. And
the gap continues to exist.

WHAT ACTUALLY EXISTS

The major quick-commerce, food
delivery, and ride-hailing platforms are
) s A .

nglyp ng
for their workers. Most of these are
group personal accident policies that
cover deaths or disability due to
accidents. The risk cover that is missing
is the any-cause death cover which is
precisely what term life assurance
covers, Karnataka enacted the Platform
Based Gig workers (Social Security and
Welfare) Act, 2025, which provides a
statutory life cover of ¥2 lakh — the only

The Ministry of Labour
must move its Code on
Social Security from draft
rules to an operational
scheme with life cover as a
defined, non-discretionary
benefit for delivery riders.

Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana (age 18
to 50and extendable to 55) and Pradhan
Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana (age 18 to
70) are available for every Indian
through the banks. The PMJJBY covers
X2 lakh for any-cause death cover for
¥436and the PMSBY X2 lakh accidental
death cover for ¥20. The covers are
underwritten by commercial life as well
as general insurance companies.
Presently these are voluntary. For the
gig workers it can be made compulsory
with the premiums either borne by the
platforms or deducted from the
first-time earnings of the platform
workers from the point of onboarding.

TERM INSURANCE STILL CRUCIAL
Deliveryriders carry significant
additional risks due to various factors.
Night time deliveries, the quick delivery
stress, constant app interaction,
frequent use of mobiles while driving, an
unwieldy bag that changes the centre of
gravity, riding without timely meals and
financial insecurityall lead to stressand
lifestyle diseases and consequently
increased mortality. The hours of duty,
night shift frequency, accident history,
cityand traffic zones, and telematics —
all are data logged and held by the

business
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platforms that can form the very basis of
risk assessment. Insurance markets
exist precisely to convert emerging risks
into measurable pools of homogenous
categories. Present non-availability of
proper does not elimi

the obligation towards the risk rakers.

DECISIONS THAT WILL HELP

The MoRTH should enforce the Motor
Vehicle Aggregator Guidelines for
ride-hailing platforms in letter and
spirit. The renewal of licence of the
platforms should be conditional on
provision of term life insurance to the
drivers. The Ministry of Labour must
move its Code on Social Security from
draft rules toan operational scheme
with life cover as a defined,
non-discretionary benefit for delivery
nders.

The IRDAI should issue product
circulars specific to the category for
platform workers, with rulesand
regulations specifying the master
policy the terms of
and the sum insured for each category of
insurance under life and general.

Platforms must take up matters with
both the ministries and IRDAI for
bringing the PMJIBY and PMSBY risk
covers as the anchor risk coverasa

ginning.

The 1.2 crore workers today, a
number expected to reach 2.3 crore by
2030, per NITT Aayog study, Not one of
them, if he dies tonight of causes
unrelated to anaccident, has a life
insurance claim his family can bank
upon. The distance between intent and
action is what this article asks the
authorities to act upon.

Suseel is former Managing Director, and Sudhakar is
former ive Di LIC. Vie Pe Al

dataare from publiclyavailable sources

HDFC Bank — many questions unanswered

Recent developments raise concerns over whether the Bank’s systems are above board

—
Rajasekhar VK

n October 27, Anup Bagchi took

charge as HDFC Bank’s

managing directorand CEO. He
inherits a bank that has investigated,
disclosed and disciplined. Healso

Development Corporation (MSRDC). It
described business overreach,
distinguished it from mala fide action,
personal enrichment and improper
motive, and referred to potential
divergence from RBI directions.
Warnings and monetary discipline were
disclosed. Whether the review ined

inherits questions it has not answered.

Aninstitution capable of identifying
its own shortcomings and acting on
them should receive credit. But the
existence of an investigation cannot, by
itself, establish the adequacy of the
arrangements that preceded it.
Governance must be assessed across the
entire spectrum: approval, monitoring,
d ion, escalation, bilityand
correction, not merelyat the point of
disclosure.

Atanu Chakraborty’s resignation
letter of March 17 expressed concern
about practices he considered
inconsistentwith his values and ethics.
It did not identify a particular
transaction or individual. It appreciated
several control functions, though. The
ethical objection and the appreciation
coexist; neither cancels the other.

MSRDC atall is still not known.

There are three possible explanations.
One s deliberate circumvention:
individuals may have bypassed
safeguards that were otherwise
adequate. Another is deficient
implementation: suitable controls may
have existed but were not applied
effectively. A third is defective design:
the prescribed procedures may

b T leftan risk

THE BOARD. Must explain the question
an inquiry addressed srocxenoro

says he asked for the remit and legal

framework and never refused. Both

cannot be fully verified without the
4

d ave p
insufficiently addressed.

REMEDIES DIFFER

‘Why does this matter? It matters
because the remedies differ. A rule
deliberately evaded mayrequire
enforcement and better detection. A
rule routinely ignored may require
changes in supervision and incentives. A
rule followed faithfully but incapable of

‘The external legal review disag;
The June 26 disclosure said the firms
had examined documents and
conducted interviews and found that the
statement and its implications were not
substantiated. This was a substantive
conclusion. Separately, the bank’s July
27di ipli

the risk may require
redesign. Adding another committee
would accomplish little if the actual
problem lay elsewhere.
Areview is onlyas good as its brief.
The June 26 findings deserve weight
within the scope of what the firms were

1 recorded discip y
action concerning arrangements with
the Maharashtra State Road

asked , but that scope is not
the whole story. The review says it
invited Chakraborty again and again. He

‘What we can say is this: his
non-participation is not a confession,
and his objection is not proof of a sham.
But could he have cooperated without
those terms? That question is still open.

AUS class action suit has been filed by
investors alleging that the bank failed to
disclose the MSRDC matter adequately.
‘Whatever its merits, it raises the same
questions in a different forum: what did
the bank know, when did it know it,and
what did it tell the market? Those
questions have not been answered.

Public explanation matters.
Shareholders should be able to
understand, at a useful level, what an
inquiry examined, what responsibility it
established and what changed asa
result. Confidentiality does have a
legitimate place: personnel information,

customer records and unfinished
inquiries may require protection. Buta
board can nevertheless explain the
question an inquiryaddressed, the broad
basis of its conclusions, the
responsibility established and the
correction undertaken, without
exposing protected information.

Bagchi inherits more than these
questions. He takes charge of a bank
whose low-cost deposit ratio reportedly
has fallen to 32.3 per cent, whose net
interest margin has touched a record low
of 3.26 per cent, and whose
credit-deposit ratio remains near 96 per
cent three years after the merger. Its
shares have fallen 27 per cent this year.
The reported strategy — rebuild brand
and trust, optimise the balance sheet,
prepare for the future — suggests that
the board understands the two are
connected. Trust is nota soft asset in
banking, Itis the very foundation.

The record so far justifies asking
harder questions about how HDFC
Bank’s governance actually worked. It
does not establish individual
concealment or a systemic defect. The
existence of safeguards cannot settle
their adequacy, just as the occurrence of
aproblem cannot settle their failure.

The test for the new leadership is
whether the institution can connect its
rules to decisions, its decisions to
responsibility, and its response to
demonstrable correction.

‘The writer isalawyer and former Judicial Member of
National Company Law Tribunal

® LETTERS TO EDITOR send your letters by email to bleditor@thehindu.co.in or by post to ‘Letters to the Editor’, The Hindu Business Line, Kasturi Buildings, 859-860, Anna Salai, Chennai 600002.

Rising bond yields

This refers to ‘Bond blues’ (October
29). The hardening of bond yields
reflects the double whammy facing
the R8I from global and domestic
factors. Persistent inflation and
elevated debt-to-GDP ratiosin the
USand Europe have kept global
bond markets under pressure. India,
in turn, faces inflationary risks from
the EI Nifio effect and rising crude oil
prices, which could push up food,
fueland other input costs. Liquidity

conditions arising from the special
FCNR(B) mobilisation drive have
added to the RBI's challenges, while
'OMO sales can exert upward
pressure on bond yields. This could

of Jan 1 rollout’ (October 29). The
UK had earlier recognised india’s
Carbon Credit Trading Scheme asa
qualifying scheme, The mechanism
Iooks simple. Ifan Indian producer

inc
borrowing costsin H2 FY27.
Srinivasan Velamur

Chennal

CBAM deal
This refers to ‘india pushes for more
talks with UK on CBAM rules ahead

paid averified carbon
price for the five items
manufactured in India which attract
CBAM charge, namely cement,
aluminium, steel, fertilizer and
hydrogen, the UK importer can claim
credit or relief under UK's CBAM.
The difference between the carbon

price recognised as relief and the
actual CBAM charge shall alone be
payable by the Indian exporter. India
hopes to get fair deal on CBAM.

RV Baskaran

Pune

Threat to journalism

The Digital News Publishers
Association’s (DNPA's) warning that
the Digital Personal Data Protection
Act, 2023 will “shut down news
rooms” deserves serious attention.

Requiring prior consent and
compelled erasure for journalistic
workis unworkable and strikes at
Acticle 19(1)(a). Journalism is
already regulated by the Press
Council. The Act’s failure to exempt
bona fide journalistic activity
contradicts the Puttaswamy
judgment. The CJI's call to balance
privacy with public’s right to
information is welcome.

Shanti Prasad

Bengaluru
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Layoffs are now routine

Indian tech should stop waiting for them to pass

—
Pravin Kaushal

arlier, a big layoff meant
E that the companywas in
trouble.

But now companies cut jobs in
in the same quarter they report
record profits and announce
share buybacks. Layoffs have
become a routine part of how
companies are run.

Just look at the last few days.
Microsoft has offered about
60,000 people, more thana
quarter of its workforce, money to
leave.

Though the company says its
voluntary, for the staff on the list,
itdoesn’t feel like that.

1Inthe Netherlands, the
government reportedly wants to
cutaround 25,000 civil service
jobs and use Al to do the work.
‘When governments, not just
startups, start planning their
payrollsaround Al the idea is
clearly here to stay.

By August, one tracker had
counted over 126,000 tech
workers laid off this year, more
than in the whole of 2025.

Overathird of those cuts were
blamed on AL Last year it was
about one in six.

Butalot of these cuts would
have happened anyway. Tech
companies hired far too many
peoplein 2021 and 2022, and now
they're spending tens of billions
ondata centres. Salaries are the
easiest cost to cut. I's also much
casier to tell shareholders “Al did
it” than “we hired too many
people”.

Alarge survey of senior
executives for the US National
Bureau of Economic Research
found that about nine in ten
haven't seen any productivity gain
from Al yet.

But the Al tools are getting
better fast. They already write
much of the code junior engineers
used towrite. Investors are
pricing Al companies asifa lot of
office work will soon be almost
free. If Al starts to deliver on even
part of that, this year’s cuts will
look small.

‘What bothers me most is what
happens to young people. Earlier
‘waves of automation took away
‘boring, repetitive work, but
people still had a way to learn on
the job. You started with simple
tasks, made mistakes, got better
and moved up.

Al is now taking over those
simple tasks, and with them goes
the training ground. Companies
are hiring fewer freshers but still
need experienced people to check
what the Al produces.

India has more to lose than
most countries. Our IT services
industry was built on a simple

RAJIB DASGUPTA
RISHIRAJ BHAGAWATI

modelling study published
in The Lancet Regional
Health Southeast Asia
estimated 4.9 million
typhoid fever cases and
7,850 deaths in India in 2023,
Worryingly, upwards of 80 per cent were
resistant to common antibiotics.
Typhoid fever related economic burden
wasputat: ?lZ 300 crore. Around 70,000

LAYOFFS. A painful reality

idea: more work needs more
people, and more people means
more billing. Clients abroad now
want smaller teams and lower
bills, and they want a share of
whatever Al saves them. Thatidea
is breaking, and I don't think it
comes back when the American
economy picks up.

We also love to celebrate global
capability centres as the future of
Indian tech. They may well be. But
for the parent company, they'rea
cost. When the head office needs
to save money, these offices are
often the first place it looks.

The effects won't stay inside
tech. Think ofa mid-career
engineer in Hyderabad or Pune
with a home loan and two
children ina private school. If that
salary stops, the family stops

Builders and banks in our tech
cities have planned big projects
on the assumption that these
salaries will keep coming.

ACTION PLAN

Sowhat should we do? IT
companies need to stop selling
‘hours and start charging for
results.

They need to build their own
productsinstead of onlyrenting
out engineers. They should also
rethink the fresher’s job, so that
young engineers learn by working
alongside Al tools rather than
being replaced by them.

The government can soften the
blow by raising the ¥5 lakh tax
exemption on exit payouts.
People must also learn to save
enough to get through ayear or
two without salary.

Think twice before takingona
big new loan. Get properly good at
using AT tools, because the people
‘who can get real work done with
them will be the ones who stay.

Newkinds of work will come
out of this, as they always have.
But getting there will be hard, and
some families will go through
difficultyears.

The worst thing Indian tech can
doisassume this is a bad patch
that will pass on its own.

dto face
catastmplnc health spending, placing
other basic needs at risk. Children under
10accounted for more than half the
economic burden.

The risks are substantially higher in
urban, specifically low-income
settlements, than rural settings. An
Indian cohort study of 24,062 children
(6 months to 14 years) found an
incidence per 100,000 child-years of 576
101,173 cases in the urban and 35 in
rural sites.

Typhoid fever, or enteric fever, isa
bacterial infection caused by Salmonella
typhi (S. typhi). The classical symptoms
include high fever (undiagnosed, it can
last for weeks), pain in the abdomen,
diarrhoea and vomiting. Untreated
enteric fever may result in serious

ications suchas p ion of the

the state to vaccinate children, isalso
whatit costs families and society when
prevention s delayed. Antimicrobial
resistance (AMR) adds to the stakes.
Another study estimated that over
four-fifths of India’s typhoid
hospitalisations in 2023 involved
infections resistant to fluoroquinolones,
animpor ibiotic class.

intestines and complications in heart,
lungs and the neurological system. Apart
from sporadic cases, focal outbreaks
have been reported from most Indian
towns and cities.

This would typically mean a child with
a persistent fever who needs care. Fora
parent paid by the day, accompanying
that child toa clinic can also mean losing
the day’s earnings. Tests, medmnes and
traveladd to the bill. If

Vaccination can prevent susceptible and
resistant infections alike, reducing the
need for antibiotics and helping
preserve their effectiveness. That
benefit reaches beyond the vaccinated
child.

CONJUGATE VACCINE
India has an effective preventive tool.
Trials of an Indian-made typhoid

follows, a household must find more
money just as less is coming in. About
2-5 per cent of the patients become
chronic carriers of the infection, a state
that can persist for years, actingasa
reservoir. They intermittently shed the
bacteria in stool or urine which in turn
gets transmitted to other humans.

On the other hand, up toa quarter of
the of asymptomatic chronic carriers
may not have any clinical history of the
disease. Typhoid fever makes this
predicament familiarin India. Spread
through contaminated food and water,
typhoid highlights the limits of asking
families to manage health risks through
personal precautions. A parent can wash
achild’s hands, but ensuring that the
neighbourhood’s water supply is safe
requires public action,

The estimates of this disease burden
should change howwe think about the
cost of prevention. Avaccination budget
records expenditure on doses and
delivery. The costs of leaving children
exposed are scattered across household
accounts, in the forms of consultation
fees, transport, missed work and care.
Their absence from a government
balance sheet does not make them

commentator & columnist

thehindubusinessline.
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Insurance cos to be allowed to invest in SEZs

Insurance companies can invest in special economic zones (SEs), particularly
in infrastructure such as roads and power plants and other facilities. Mr C.S.
Rao, Chairman of the Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority (IR
DA), said that the regulator would not make an exception for SEZs.

Ethanol supply: Oil cos to start price talks this week

The public sector oil marketing companies will initiate final price

The question, beyond what it costs

vaccine in Nepal, Malawi and

Bangladesh demonstrated 79 to 85 per
cent protection in children over 18-24
months of follow-up. India’s national
immunisation advisory group
recommended including typhoid
conjugate vaccine in the Universal
Immunisation Programme in 2022.

The World Health Orgamzanon s

think - bl .7

treatment expenses and protect

that families would otherwise
lose. Those benefits deserve weight in
spending decisions. Financial protection
isalegitimate and crucial return on
publicinvestment.

An Indian modelling study from 2021
found that routine vaccination and
catch-up campaigns could save society
money by averting illness costs. Such
findings support investment, but
depend on assumptions about disease
incidence, vaccine prices, coverage and
duration of protection. Another Indian

GETTYIMAGES

provlde for Iabomtory diagnosisand
ant

with Central suppon where needed.
Annual public reporting should track
expenditure, vaccine coverage,
district-level reach, confirmed ryphmd
cases, resi patter’ dh
spending on treatment. These mdxcators
would allow governments to assess
programme performance and financial
protection.

NEED FOR SURVEILLANCE
Then comes surveillance; prioritisation
needs better surveillance ideit.

analysis found less
economics in rural settings where
incidence is low.

The appropriate response is a rollout
designed around local burden, with
transparent costs, WHO’s updated
guidance this year also addresses waning
protection and the possible need for
boosters in certain settings.
Procurement and delivery plans must
reflect the protection children need over
time.

Navi Mumbai Municipal
Corporation’s public ryphold

2018

August 2026 guidance
typhoid conjugate vaccination in
settings with high disease incidence ora
high burden of drug-resistant typhoid.
India’s manufacturing capacity gives it
the means toact on that advice. Public
financing and delivery should ensure
that protection reaches children
according to need, whatever their
parents earn.

Much of the economic case depends
onwho benefits or stands to benefit.
Public vaccination could reduce

Public vaccination could
reduce treatment expenses
and protect earnings

that families would
otherwise lose. Those
benefits deserve weight in
spending decisions

administered more than 1,13,000 doses
to children. Its costing study
documented the resources needed for
community mobilisation and delivery,
including the value of existing staff time.
Avaccine’s purchase price captures only
part of the investment.

Areas with fewer laboratories can appear
to have little typhoid simply because
infections are not confirmed. Funding
diagnosis and resistance monitoring
would help direct vaccination and judge
its impact. Programme evaluation
should track household expenditure and
antibiotic use alongside cases and
coverage.

Along with these, safe water,
sanitation and food hygiene remain
indispensable. Public vaccination
belongs alongside investment in these
services. Where unsafe living conditions
expose children to infection, m:
protection depend on a family’s ability
to purchasea vaccine compounds the
disadvantage. Prevention should reach
people according to need.

Vaccination must complement a
citizen’s core entitlements: accountable

Aphased p could beginin
high burdenc districts, Ppairing routine
vaccination with catch-up campaigns.
The Union Ministry should support
procurement planning and establish
common reporting standards, while
State governments should publish
costed implementation plans covering

I services that deliver safe
water, sanitation and food hygiene, not
substitute for them. But preventing
typhoid also means preventing the loss
of earnings and savings that illness
imposes on families. Those costs belong
in the national economic calculation,
and in the decisions about how India

staffing, outreach
Municipal health services can help
identifyand reach undetserved

finances pi

Dasguptais Chairperson, Ce

ie: childrenin
informal settlements, migrants and
those outside school.
‘An accountability framework should
be built into the rollout. States should

Community iversity,and
Member, O i
of Public Health Associations; Bhagawatiis Senior
Research Analyst, One Health Trust. Views expressed
are personal

US economy posts strong growth on spending, investment boost

for sourcing ethanol from sugar mills during the coming week. It is learnt that
the technical and financial bids for tenders floated by the oil marketing

Mark Niquette business spendmg, largely tied to
investment in artificial intelligence.
he US economyexpandedinthe  Outlays for equipment contributed
third quarter atthe fastest pace  more to GDP in the third quarter than
inayear, supercharged by atany time since 2011 outside of the
feverish business investmentand a pandemic rebound.
resilient American consumer. Household spending was smn]arly
Inﬂauon-adjusted gross d ic robust, i per
product lized 3.4 cent fora second stralghtqumer, even

per centin the three months through
September after growing 2.2 per cent in

. Robust show seuress

as rising prices
q

US EC

Trump’s final two years in office, with
many campaigns targeting concerns
around affordabilityand high prices.
Business investment climbed an
annualised 12.7 per cent, the most
since 2020. Outlays on information
processing equipment and software
remained strong, but there were also
signs of broadening beyond that:
Contributions to growth from other
categories of investment over the last

companies- for an aggregate quantity of 580 million litres - have so far been the second quarter, according toan “The print shows an. economy thar’s  tailwinds, thoughit’snottheonlything  two quarters were the strongest in
opened in all States, barring Punjab. initial estimate issued Thursdaybythe ~ performing prettywell und driving economic growth.” three years after a stretch of weakness
Bureau of Economic Analysis. That surface,” said Andrew Husby asenior The report is the last major reading in 2025 and early 2026.
i [} h li Fresh’, ‘Reli: Select’ exceeded the median projectionina us economxst at BNP mebas “The onthe health of the US economy before Netexports subtracted 3.3
Reliance Industries has unveiled the much-talked about Reliance Fresh brand, loomberg survey of i hat the next week’s mid-term elections. The percentage points from the calculation
the first format of the company’s Rs 25,000-crore retail initiative, here on The world’s largest economy economy is supported by the AT results will determine who controls of third-quarter GDP, the most since
Sunday. Simultaneously, it launched its ‘Reliance Select’, an exclusive grocery continued to be energized by vibrant buildout and the accompanying Congress for US President Donald early last year. s.comsezc
products brand. The store at Banjara Hills will be among a set of pilot stores
the company is opening in Hyderabad on November 3.
® -
BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2767 .o, NOTSOERASY
ACROSS DOWN ACROSS DOWN
01. To number pages of book (8)  01. Course of action (6) 01. How to number the pages of book for pet again (8) 01. There is documentary evidence of insurance in
04, Select (4) 02. Lively old triple-time 04. Choose something that’s ground-breaking (4) statecraft (6)

08.Record of voyage (3)

09, Ajointure, endowment (5)

10. Become solid (3)

11. Marked in folds (7)

12. Dig deeply into (5)

13. Spy working for both sides (6-5)
17. Wary, cautious (5)

dance (5)

03, Hauled along by rope (5)
05. An extract from the
pancreas (7)

06. Young feline (6)

07. Monstrous; astonishing (10)
09 Failing to follow an

18. Raise an objection (7) order (10)
20.Beill (3) 14, They were mouthpieces for
21.5thor 7th of Roman month (5)  the gods (7)

22. Instrument for boring small
holes (3)

23. Enumeration, catalogue (4)
24. Aslut, an untidy woman (8)

15. Hasty, untidy handwriting (6)
16. Hot (pinched) (6)

18. Instrument-board (5)

19. Rub, scrape out (5)

08. Record the progress of an insensitive person (3)

09. A jointure one drew nothing out of (5)

10. 1t will begin to form where filming is taking place (3)
11. Got rumpled as one doubled oneself up with laughter (7)

12. Rummage deep inside a model vessel (5)

13. Spy, counter-spy, in aword that's hyphenated (6-5)

17. The cautious cleaner has yen for it (5)
18. Object to a non-amateur trial (7)

20. Influenza, illness that shows one how to be poorly (3)
21. A Roman date when one could nose around the

North first (5)
22, It bores everybody, by the sound of it (3)
23. There is a selvage in the catalogue (4)

24. A slovenly woman might startle nervous beginner (8)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2766

ACROSS 1. Langouste 5. Cod 7. Cave 8. Paradigm 10. Serenade 11. Spur 13. Saloon 15. Charms 18. Buck 19. Credible 22. Usufruct 23. Barb 24. Hoe 25. Pertinent
DOWN 1. Locusts 2. Never 3. Shandy 4. Elan 5. Clipper 6. Demur 9. Snoop 12. Shady 14. Lecture 16. Sherbet 17. Grocer 18. Blush 20. Blaze 21. Crop

02. In passing, | guess it’s a dance from the past (5)
03. Being given a hitch to get hitched (5)

05. A protein hormone one will almost abuse when
at home (7)

06. Coming from Kent, it might be a little Persian (6)
07. The astonishing way | do group is wrong (10)
09. Boy | signed like this for not doing as he was
told (10)

14. They speak for the gods, so clear out! (7)

15. Law’s about to give one credit for bad

writing (6)

16. Lets on how hot it can be (6)

18. Board that shows the list of patients (5)

19.In Winter, a seafarer may wipe it out (5)
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Editor’s

TAKE
Beyond evacuation: What
cyclone Arnab demands

Better forecasting and timely evacuations have
reduced casualties, but climate change is raising the
stakes. India must be prepared for future cyclones

Cyclone Arnab hit the Indian coast, causing death and
destruction that go with the fury of cyclones. Of late, the
frequency of cyclones has increased, thanks to climate
change. The repetition is a warning: India's eastern
seaboard no longer faces the occasional storm; it lives
inside a season of them.

The early evidence suggests the machinery of
preparedness worked. The India Meteorological Department
tracked the system for days and forecast landfall between
Bapatla and Visakhapatnam well in advance. Tens of
thousands of people were moved into shelters.

Compare this with the 1999 super cyclone, which claimed
close to 10,000 lives in Odisha. That tragedy forced a
rethink: hundreds of cyclone shelters, institutionalised early
warnings and large-scale evacuations. The shift from relief
to prevention is India’s quiet disaster-management success
story. Even this time, fishing was suspended, schools were
shut and trains were cancelled in advance, while Odisha
readied shelters despite landfall occurring in a
neighbouring state. Yet success must not breed
complacency.

Four things must change. First, protect the lifelines.
Fallen poles and exposed cables kill after the storm has
passed. Dense coastal towns need underground cabling,

p ptive shutd accompanied by clear public
warnings, and crews trained to make lines safe before
restoration begins.

Second, defend livelihoods as seriously as lives. Arnab
has damaged crops, houses and roads, and the Chief
Minister has asked for a central assessment team. Losses
fall hardest on tenant farmers, fishers and families in kutcha
homes.

India needs cyclone-resilient housing standards that are
actually enforced, faster crop-insurance payouts, and
compensation that reaches people in days, not months.

Third, plan for the storms we are actually getting.
Warming seas help cyclones intensify faster, and slow-
moving systems like Arnab, which crawled at barely 3 km/h
near landfall, dump enormous amounts of rain: over 300
mm in Visakhapatnam.

Mitigation funds must be spent before disasters, not
after, and states with proven models, Odisha's above all,
should share them with their neighbours. The measure of a
cyclone response is no longer merely how many were
evacuated. It is how few died, how quickly lives were
rebuilt, and how much safer the coast is before the next
storm forms. Arnab was survived. The next one must be
mastered.

Indeed, investments in technology and better disaster
management have paid off, but there is a long way to go
before we can say that we have nullified natural disasters.
The key is to remain vigilant and prepare for such
eventualities before they occur.

India must turn disruption into opportunity

Every technological revolution has sparked fears of job losses, yet many have created new industries and livelihoods. As
artificial intelligence reshapes the world of work, India must invest in skills, innovation and infrastructure to turn disruption
into an engine of growth and shared prosperity

SANTHOSH
MATHEW

“Technology cannot be stopped, even if God
wills it" is a popular saying that captures the
dilemma of our times. Every technological rev-
olution generates anxiety about its conse-
quences, particularly among those who fear
losing their livelihoods or traditional ways of
life. History offers a powerful lesson: technolo-
gies once viewed with suspicion often become
indispensable instruments of progress. Artificial
intelligence (Al), the latest stage of this trans-
formation, should be seen not merely as a
threat to employment but as an opportunity
for India to create new industries, livelihoods
and prosperity.

Resistance to technological change is not
new. Around 2,500 years ago, the Greek
philosopher Socrates reportedly expressed
concern that writing would weaken human
memory and encourage people to depend on
written records rather than their own minds.
Centuries later, when the printing press trans-
formed the circulation of knowledge, some reli-
gious authorities feared that printing sacred
texts would diminish their sanctity and under-
mine established authority. The spread of
printed books, instead, expanded literacy,
encouraged debate and made knowledge
accessible to millions. What was once consid-
ered a threat eventually became one of
humanity's greatest instruments of intellectu-
al progress. The Industrial Revolution produced
similar apprehensions. When machines began
transforming production, fears grew that
human labour would become redundant. In the
late sixteenth century, Queen Elizabeth | of
England reportedly opposed a patent for a knit-
ting machine because it could threaten the
livelihoods of hand-knitters. The concern
reflected the tension between technological
innovation and the protection of existing
occupations. Industrialisation eventually trans-
formed economies, created new industries and
changed the nature of work, although its ben-
efits were unevenly distributed and many
workers experienced hardship during the
transition.

Economists and social commentators also
warned that mechanisation and c isa-

| il .
erisation also created new professions in soft-
ware development, information technology,
telecommunications, digital services and
systems management. India's IT industry is
a striking example of how a technology ini-
tially associated with disruption can become
a source of economic growth and employ-
ment.

Kerala provides an especially interesting

EDUCATION AND illustration. In the 1980s, the Communist

Party of India (Marxist)-led Left Democratic

SKILL DEVELOPMENT Front organised a statewide bandh against

WILL DETERMINE computerisation. Computers were seen as

HOW SUCCESSFULLY  instruments that could destroy jobs and

INDIA BENEFITS undermine workers' security. Trade unions

FROM THIS feared that machines would make employ-

ees redundant, while many people were

TRANSFORMATION. uncertain about the future of work. These

UNIVERSITIES concerns reflected genuine anxieties in a

SHOULD INTEGRATE society where employment was central to
Al LITERACY INTO econcrl)mic security. g .

Today, computers are indispensable across

UNDERGRADUATE political parties, government offices and edu-

AND POSTGRADUATE  cational institutions. Even Communist parties

EDUCATION, WHILE that once opposed computerisation now rely

SCHOOLS CAN gn i[t; Yesterday's symdbol ofi})br:ies(ructi:)n

as become an everyday tool, showing that

INTRODUCE AGE- permanent resistance to technological

APPROPRIATE change is rarely effective. Al has revived these

DIGITAL SKILLS AND  anxieties. Its ability to perform language, data

COMPUTATIONAL analysis and decision-making tasks threat-

THINKING ens jobs in customer service, programming

tion could eliminate employment on a massive
scale. During the twentieth century, the arrival
of computers revived fears that machines
would replace office workers and make many
conventional occupations unnecessary.
Automation intensified these concerns by

The writer is a Professor at
the Centre for South Asian
Studies, School of
Intemational Studies and
Social Sciences, Pondicherry
Central University

enabling machines to perform tasks
ly carried out by people. Nevertheless, comput-

and data entry, putting entry-level employ-
ment under pressure. These risks must be
acknowledged rather
than dismissed.

At the same time, focusing exclusively on
job losses means overlooking the new
opportunities emerging around Al. Data
centres require engineers, electricians,
cooling-system specialists, cybersecurity
professionals and network technicians. The
manufacture of microchips, robots, drones
and advanced machinery will generate
demand for hardware engineers and skilled
technicians. Al development also creates
opportunities in data management, algo-
rithm design, energy infrastructure, ethical

oversight and specialised technical services.
The benefits extend beyond software com-
panies to construction, manufacturing, logis-
tics and maintenance. India has an oppor-
tunity to build on its established strengths
ininformation and communication technol-
ogy. The growth of the IT industry has sup-
ported millions of livelihoods and strength-
ened the country's position in the global ser-
vices economy. Al could open another
chapter in this journey. Global investment in
computing infrastructure, digital services and
advanced manufacturing can create employ-
ment, encourage research and strengthen
India’s technological capabilities. These out-
comes are not guaranteed, though. They
require reliable infrastructure, investment,
innovation and policies that encourage
domestic enterprises to participate in the
emerging economy.

Education and skill development will
determine how successfully India benefits
from Al. Universities and schools must
promote Al literacy and digital skills, while
technical institutions should offer practical
training in emerging technologies. Workers
affected by automation need opportunities
to reskill. The aim is to equip young people
to use technology effectively in their chosen
professions.

The government must also ensure that the
benefits of Al are widely shared. New tech-
nologies should not deepen inequality or
concentrate wealth in a handful of corpora-
tions. Small businesses, farmers, local enter-
prises and rural communities should be able
to use digital tools to improve productivity
and access markets. Social protection and
retraining programmes will be essential
for workers who face displacement.
Technological progress becomes meaning-
ful when it improves human welfare and
creates opportunities for people across
social and economic backgrounds.

From Socrates’ concerns about writing to
the anxieties surrounding printing, industri-
al machinery, computers and artificial intel-
ligence, history repeatedly demonstrates that
new technologies challenge established
habits and institutions. The answer is neither
blind celebration nor unconditional resis-
tance. Itis informed adaptation, responsible
regulation and the development of human
capabilities.

India must learn from the computer rev-
olution and prepare for the Al revolution.
Instead of allowing fear to dominate the
debate, we should invest in skills, encourage
innovation and create an environment in
which new industries can flourish.
Technology may change the nature of work,
but our response will determine whether
that change becomes a burden or an oppor-
tunity. The time has come for India not
merely to witness the Al revolution, but to
reap its harvest.

Daiv Vani
&

Fear and the Art
of Letting Go

Fear is often at its greatest around things
that are not even there.

Atraveller, walking home at dusk, sees a snake lying across the path.
His heart pounds, his legs freeze, and he turns back by a longer road,
shaken for hours. In the morning light, he returns and finds that
it was only a coil of rope. The snake never existed. Yet the fear, the
sweat and the lost hours were entirely real, and he had paid for
each of them. The Vedantic teachers use this very picture, the rope
mistaken for a snake, to show how the mind creates what it then
dreads. We do the same with an uncertain diagnosis, a difficult con-
versation, a result not yet announced. The mind paints the worst
picture in the dark, and we spend our strength resisting it.

The Taittiriya Upanishad offers the remedy: "Anandam brahmano
vidvan na bibheti kutashchana’, one who knows the bliss of the Divine
fears nothing, from any quarter. The Gita begins its list of divine qual-
ities with abhayam, fearlessness (16.1). Letting go does not require
defeating the snake. It requires bringing light to see what is actu-
ally there. Today, name one fear that has been following you, and
write iton paper. Ask plainly what is the rope here, and what is the
actual, present fact. Then repeat quietly, three times, "Abhayam", and
take one practical step you have been postponing.

-DAIV

Children take part |r| cyclce titled 'Pedal o Parad?ss‘ orggnised by

the Jammu and Kashmir Police, in Srinagar PHOTO: PTI

The world we have lost and the one we can create

NIKUNJ JI

2ND OPINION

Many of our scriptures are known to have described the
Golden Age, heaven, swarg, in detail as a period of peace,
prosperity and happiness thatis said to have existed thou-
sands of years ago. However, if this is true, then a practi-
cal question that comes to mind is: if the Golden Age was
such a good period, why and how did it come to an end?

Well, to begin with, there are several opinions on whether
there ever existed something called paradise. Is ita mere
figment of wishful imagination or a reality? There are people
who believe that paradise is nothing but a utopian
dream. In reality, such a place is unachievable, as griefand
suffering are part and parcel of life. Then there are those
who believe that both heaven and hell co-exist at the same
time. According to them, a person is in heaven when all
is fineand can be in hell the very next moment. Secondly,

when one is basking in heavenly pleasures, others could
simultaneously be bearing the wrath of hellish suffering.
Then there is a third category: the rich and the accom-
plished, who feel that heaven is right here, right now,
because there is no comfort beyond their reach. So, the
above three opinions about the existence of paradise run
contrary to its defining characteristics.

Now let us look at the world today and find out whether
weare living in heaven or have been banished to hell. With
the mounting global problems, irresolvable national
issues and countless emotional upheavals, the present
times in no way qualify to be called heaven. Since this world
is certainly not heaven, it must be the veritable hell. Isn't
it? So, if this is hell, where is heaven?

Itis only the Creator who can reveal the truth about the

world He first created. He tells us that Earth was first a par-
adise where humans, perfect with sixteen celestial qual-
ities, lived and enjoyed the riches of the most bountiful
nature. After several rebirths, these souls lost their origi-
nal sheen and power and ate the forbidden fruit of body
consciousness. This opened Pandora’s box, and human
weaknesses in the form of lust, anger, greed, attachment
and ego became a part of the originally virtuous human
nature. This further gave rise to sinful actions that caused
suffering in return. With the passage of time, suffering
became so unbearable that souls started to long for sal-
vation. Itis at this time that the Creator is once again here
to re-create the perfect world order.

Remember that the day is not far when we will see a
world where every being will be divine and will co-exist
in harmony with nature. There will be no form of violence.
People will enjoy perfect health, natural beauty and a long
lifespan, and there will be no sign of sickness or untime-
ly death. After hearing all this, one would say, “Is this alla
myth?” Not really! We need to understand that the new
world is the harvesting period for the fruits of the pure
actions that are performed by us in the present age. It is
actually now that we get an opportunity to create our best
destiny. So, do not ever think that heaven is a myth. It is
indeed a reality that is as close as tomorrow.

C The writer is a spiritual teacher and a popular columnist D
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ECI's logical discrepancies under scrutiny?

Observations by Sup Court judges increasingly
make news, sometimes more than their judgments. On
Wednesday, October 28, Justice Joymalya Bagchi clarified
that the court had not adjudicated on the validity of ‘logical
discrepancies’ flagged by the Election Commission of India
(ECI) during the special intensive revision (SIR) in West
Bengal.

The court had permitted this category only asan interim
arrangement in West Bengal, unlike Bihar, where it was
not used. The ECI flagged 1.2 crore voters, asking them to
prove their eligibility. Of the 60 lakh cases referred for adju-
dication, 33 lakh voters were restored to electoral rolls,
while 27 lakh were excluded without speaking orders or
stated reasons.

The ECI subsequently reported 38 lakh pending appeals
before 19 appellate tribunals. These included 22 lakh
appeals seeking inclusion and 16 lakh seeking exclusion.
The latter were reportedly filed by officers in the West
Bengal Chief Electoral Officer’s office, raising questions
about their authorisation.

The Supreme Court's observation raises serious con-
cerns about the legality of this category and its use across
states. The ECl must clarify its legal basis and ensure trans-
parency, accountability and fairness in electoral revision.

BHAGWAN THADANI | MUMBAI

Medi claim or medi loot

Health insurance, intended to protect people from
medical expenses, may also contribute to rising health-
care costs. Insurance companies increase premiums and
coverage amounts, while hospitals and doctors raise their
charges, leaving patients struggling to meet expenses.
Third-party payment systems can weaken cost controls,
as patients may notalways know the actual cost of treat-
ment. Hospitals may also face financial incentives to rec-
ommend additional tests, procedures or prolonged

Students as agents of change

Social unrest has gripped Europe, from France to Albania,
with students increasingly raising their voices against
public grievances. In a Paris suburb, students at Lycée Saint-
Exupéry in Créteil began protests over dilapidated build-
ings, leaking roofs, clogged toilets, cockroach infestations
and shortages of nurses and teachers.

InSerbia, the student-led movement demanded justice
after the collapse of a railway station canopy in Novi Sad
killed 16 people. The protests also sought accountability

stays, increasing insurance claims. Insurance ¢
hospitals, doctors and pharmaceutical manufacturers must
be held accountable for their roles in healthcare delivery.

and the of other 1
In Uttar Pradesh, schoolchildren recently protested
against poor school infrastructure, potholes, waterlogging,

Doctors should be for e,
prescriptions and failure to follow established medical pro-
tocols. Pharmaceutical companies must also be account-
able for defective products and inadequate disclosure of
side-effects. However, insurance companies alone cannot
be blamed forrising medical bills. Treatment costs are influ-
enced by several factors, including expensive technolo-
gy, medicines, hospital infrastructure and administrative
expenses.The government must ensure transparent
billing and protect patients from unnecessary procedures.
Health insurance should protect patients, not fuel
medical inflation.

JAYANTHY CK SUBRAMANIAM | COIMBATORE

drinking water, non-functional toilets, substan-
dard midday meals and teacher shortages. Students are
increasingly participating in movements addressing
public concerns. In To Students, Mahatma Gandhi wrote,
“I think it is their clear duty to take a leading part in the
political movement of their country...”

His words remain relevant today. Peaceful student
protests can draw attention to neglected issues, demand
accountability and encourage meaningful reforms. When
guided by democratic values and a commitment to the
public good, young people can help transform India into
a better place to live.

HARIDASAN RAJAN | KERALAM
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Nobel-winning chemistry unlocks the
secret of mirror-image molecules

The Nobel-winning research by Kenso Soai and Henri B Kagan advances the understanding of mirror-image
molecules, offering new possibilities for developing safer medicines. Their work on asymmetric chemical
reactions could also help explain why life favours one molecular form over another

Kenso Soai, Japanese,
and Henri B Kagan,
French, both Chemistry
professors, have built
on a discovery by 19th-
century French chemist
Louis Pasteur and solved
along-standing riddle of
asymmetric mirror-
image molecules. This
discovery, which is
hugely important for
pharmaceutical manu-
facturing, earned them
the 2026 Nobel Prize in Chemistry. While Soai is 76 years
old, Kagan is 95 years of age, making him the third-oldest
person to be awarded a Nobel Prize.

Henri Kagan, who is at the University of Paris-Sud,
first discovered a new way of manipulating chemical
reactions in 1986. This allowed him to create a
greater excess of one of the mirror images than had
previously been thought possible. He had already
missed out on the Nobel Prize in Chemistry in 2001,
as he was fourth on the list and, at most, three chemists
can share the award in a year. Kenso Soai, from the
Tokyo University of Science, took the next step in 1995.
He published a scientific paper in the journal Nature,
describing the first-ever chemical reaction that had
the potential to produce one of the mirror-image mol-
ecules desired for pharmaceuticals. Soai ultimately
achieved success in 2003.

The Nobel Committee recalled that, in the 1950s, the
drug thalidomide was prescribed for pregnant women
to sedate them and help them overcome morning sick-
ness. Thousands of children were affected by birth
defects caused by the sedative. Thalidomide is a chiral
molecule; the right-handed version provides an effec-
tive treatment, while the left-handed version is toxic.
Researchers found that it was the active substance’s
mirror image, i.e. the left-handed version, that caused
the harm. It was always a challenge to create the right
form of a chiral substance, and Kagan and Soai succeed-
ed in creating an excess of one form through asymmet-
ric reactions.

Several molecules essential to life existin ‘left-handed'
and ‘right-handed’ forms, which are mirror images of
each other. For example, amino acid molecules, the
building blocks of proteins, exist in two forms, both of
which are mirror images of each other, yet only one is
found in the proteins of our cells. Another example is
the sugar molecule, a constituent of DNA in living organ-
isms. Amino acids are all left-handed, and sugars are
all right-handed in living organisms. When products are
manufactured in a laboratory, both left-handed and
right-handed versions normally mix and are similar and
difficult to distinguish, as quite a few properties, such
as weight, boiling point and solubility, are identical.
Living organisms depend upon only one version, and
this phenomenon of one-handedness in organic chem-
istry is known as ‘homochirality’. Chemical reactions
in a laboratory usually create a 50-50 mix of both left-
and right-handed molecules. Between the two, one
might have disease-fighting properties, while the
other can be ineffective or can even harm the body.

Think of a handshake. A right hand fits neatly into
another right hand, but if a handshake is offered to
a left hand, the grip goes wrong. The body works in
a similar way. Its cells are full of structures that can
treat the two mirror-image forms very differently. One
form of the molecule may do the job it was meant for,
while the other version may do little or cause
unwanted effects.

Similarly, the left-handed version of a drug can have
one effect, while the right-handed version can have
another. The laureates provided important and pow-
erful tools to selectively prepare drugs in either of the
two versions. The discovery has made it possible to
understand how chemical reactions can be driven to
favour a single molecular mirror image. In 1986, the
Frenchman Kagan cracked the problem with non-linear
effects, using catalysts to make products in which the
two versions would not maintain proportionality in their
left- and right-handed mix. Thus, the non-linear effect
occurs when the product can come out purer than the
catalyst would suggest.

Cancer survivor Soai, in 1995, with asymmetric
autocatalysis, a reaction that can copy itself and
become purer at every stage, like compound interest,
boosted the hope of making pure medicines with com-
pounds of the desired version. Asymmetric organic syn-

BK SINGH
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thesis means building carbon-based molecules so that one
mirror-image form is made in preference to the other. It is
a non-linear effect when the product can come out purer
than the catalyst would suggest. When the reaction’s
product also acts as a helper, speeding up its own produc-
tion, it is autocatalysis.

In 1996, Soai started with 51% left-handed and 49% right-
handed ingredients and succeeded in achieving 87% of the
former in the product. In 2003, he succeeded in achieving 99%
ofthe left-handed molecule of the medicine. He began with
ingredients that had no handedness at all. Both forms
appeared at first; chance gave one a slight lead, and that lead
was enough. In one version, a head start of 0.00005%, roughly
one extra molecule of the favoured form in every two million,
grew to more than 99.5% in three runs. That is an amplifica-
tion of 630,000 times, according to the Nobel Committee's
scientific background.

To understand how catalysts really work, they are built from
metal atoms that hold on to two helper molecules, giving
three pairs: right with right, left with left, and mismatched
right with left. Kagan found that only matching pairs do the
job, while mismatched pairs are ineffective. The Nobel
Committee gave a simple example: if 75% is right-handed and
25%is left-handed, most matching pairs in the product would
be right-right, and the left-left pair would be rare. The reac-
tion behaves as 90% right-handed and 10% left-handed. This
showed how tiny molecular imbalances can be magnified
and offered a new way of making pure medicines. Indian
chemists find this work extremely useful, as it helps save the
costs of medicines and provides direction for young
researchers to proceed further.

French chemist Louis Pasteur had looked at tartaric acid,
which was important in wine production, and had found that
bacteria fermented only one form, which was naturally found
in grapes, of the two forms of tartaric acid. There was no fer-
mentation possible with the other form, which proved that
some substances occur in two forms with different proper-
ties, one of which can have a damaging effect on health. A
few years before the Nobel Prize awards started in 1901, Louis
Pasteur had died.

Advances in chiral technology and synthesis are driving
innovations and opening up new possibilities in pharmaceu-
ticals, material sciences and the manufacture of agrochem-
icals useful for agriculture and beyond. Itis not just pharma-
ceuticals; chemists are now learning to build that preference
into materials, too. Current research and promising devel-
opments highlight the transformative potential of chiral
science; future directions offer exciting opportunities for con-
tinued progress.

Life on Earth was created four billion years ago, and how
and when a mirror image is created is the most fundamen-
tal question in life, but now, for the first time, it is mimicked
in the laboratory. Experts in the biology of chirality are of the
opinion that Nobel-winning chemistry could help reveal how
and why life favours one-handedness. Professor Robert
Mokaya, President of the UK's Royal Society of Chemistry, said,
“Powerful example of how fundamental Chemistry can under-
pin solutions to some of the biggest challenges facing society.
Different isomers (or versions of molecules) can have com-
pletely different biological and physical effects,
so they are crucial in finding effective medicines to treat all
sorts of illnesses.”

Are we indeed measuring
India’s growth right?

There has been a lot of hullabaloo
over India's GDP numbers lately.
‘What began as questions about the
methodology of India's GDP esti-
mates, when fact-checked, has
turned into a rejection of GDP itself
asameasure of living standards. But
perhaps they are partly right. GDP
is not, after all, a perfect measure of
living standards.

GDP is designed to measure the
market value of goods and ser-
vices produced in an economy.
GDP today measures the market
ingredients you bought to prepare your meal. Its foundations were laid in the 1930s
through Simon Kuznets' pioneering work on national income.

However, in 1965, Gary Becker, in A Theory of the Allocation of Time, argued that
time is as scarce a resource as income. The true cost of a meal, therefore, also includes
the opportunity cost of the time spent preparing it. And what has fundamentally
changed since 2014 is not simply the level of income, but the economisation of time
— doing more with the same hour, spending less of it on necessary tasks, and extract-
ing greater welfare from it.

The first way to understand this is through the utility of work. India's digital trans-
formation is a good example. The significance of the ]JAM trinity is not simply that
India has created a large digital payments industry. Today, Gen Alpha visits bank
branches so rarely that they write viral blogs when they visit one. An autorickshaw
is atyour doorstep whenever you need one. These gains in time and productive effi-
ciency are real improvements in economic welfare, but they are not fully captured
by GDP.

Digitisation has also weakened Baumol's cost disease-the tendency for labour-inten-
sive services to become relatively more expensive because their productivity is dif-
ficult to raise. Today, a singer does not have to perform four concerts to reach four
different audiences. As a result, singers performing in local dialects can achieve nation-
al virality, while music and films
have become accessible to a far
wider audience rather than remain-
ing forms of luxury consumption.

Robert Gordon added a second
layer to productivity: the reduction
in the disutility of work-the effort,
fatigue and physical discomfort
associated with earning an income.
India’s growing access to appli-
ances shows this playing out on the
ground.

Among the bottom 40 per cent
of households, AC and air-cooler
ownership rose from 2.1 per cent to
16.9 per cent in rural India and from 11.4 per cent to 32.4 per cent in urban India between
2011-12 and 2023-24. Washing machine ownership rose from 0.5 per cent to 6.1 per
centin rural areas and from 5 per cent to 24.1 per cent in urban areas. GDP counts
the appliances purchased, but not fully the physical effort, discomfort and house-
hold burden they remove.

Once productivity rises and the burden of work falls, a third benefit follows: people
can allocate their limited time differently. India's infrastructure expansion has a huge
role to play in this. India’s operational metro network grew from 248 km across five
cities in 2014 to 1,095 km across 26 cities in 2025. A CRRI study found that Delhi Metro
commuters who reported time savings saved 28 minutes on average per journey.

The WHO estimates that improved household access to safe water under the Jal
|eevan Mission could save 66.6 million hours of water-collection time every day, much
of it for women and children. GDP captures the construction and operation of the
infrastructure; it captures far less of the value created when millions of people simply
stop losing their time to commuting or collecting water.

What people do with this released time matters just as much. India’s Time Use
Survey shows that between 2019 and 2024, average time spent on employmentand
related activities rose from 164 to 180 minutes a day, while own-use production fell
from 26 to 20 minutes and culture, leisure, mass media and sports rose from 143 to
159 minutes. The same finite resource, time, is being reallocated towards both pro-
ductive activity and leisure, which increases productivity.

Another major consequence of these changes is greater welfare from the same
rupee. This is related to the idea of consumer surplus-the difference between what
a consumer is willing to pay for a good or service and what they actually pay. An
economy can therefore make households better off even without a proportionate
increase in their nominal income if competition, technology and better distribution
allow the same rupee to buy more.

India’s shift towards supermarkets, e-commerce and quick commerce illustrates
this. Consumers can compare prices, access greater variety and search without trav-
elling between shops. The same product can be cheaper and arrive without a trip
to the market. The rupee has effectively become more valuable, even though its denom-
ination has not changed. This becomes even more significant when we consider quality
improvements. A smartphone bought today for a price comparable to that of one
boughta decade ago is vastly more capable. The value consumers derive from inno-
vation can therefore rise much faster than the amount they actually pay for it.

This brings us back to the original question: what should we expect GDP to measure?
If the question is the value of goods and services produced through market activi-
ty, GDP remains indispensable. But if the question is whether people’s economic lives
have improved, GDP is necessarily incomplete.

It does not fully capture the value of time saved, physical effort avoided, greater
comfort or better consumption choices. In that sense, expecting GDP alone to measure
economic progress is an oxymoron: an indicator of economic output is being asked
to measure the entirety of economic well-being.

Yet these limitations do not diminish GDP's impor-
tance; they merely remind us of what it was designed
to measure. GDP may not be a perfect measure of eco- | acclaimed author; Steve Rajpurohit
nomic progress, but it remains the least imperfect one is a public policy analyst
we have.
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Victim compensation: Justice delayed, relief denied

Alittle over ayear
ago, in August
2025, an intellec-
tually disabled
rape survivor
passed away
after waiting for
years to receive

LA the full monetary
SWAPNA compensation
MAJUMDAR legally due to her.

Despite a strong

framework in
place, backed by the judicial interpretation of
Article 21 (right to life and personal liberty),
together with the Directive Principles (Articles
38 and 41) to enable compensation, as well as
the institution of the Central Victim
Compensation Fund (CVCF) under the Nirbhaya
Fund, the survivor was not able to receive her
remaining dues before her death. Ironically, the
Nirbhaya Fund was created to provide support
by way of financial assistance to help tide over
the immediate and long-term harm caused by
violence. Constituted in 2013, in the aftermath
of the horrific Delhi gang rape, the Fund covers
medical treatment, psychological counselling,
loss of income, relocation costs, legal expenses
and other rehabilitation needs.

This case received attention thanks to the
Supreme Court, which took cognisance of the
tragedy and passed a comprehensive judg-
ment in July this year to address the systemic
delays and administrative apathy in ensuring and

disbursing com-
pensation. It
remains to be
seen how soon
and how sincere-
ly the Court's
directives are
implemented.

Butwhatabout
the thousands of
cases that go
under the radar?
How many more
deaths will be
needed to expe-
dite the huge
number of cases
awaiting compen-
sation? The sharp
and alarming rise
in such cases over
the period from 2022 to 2024 underlines the
malaise. The pending cases doubled from 17,085
in 2022-2023 to 33,257 in 2023-2024, according to
the latest National Legal Services Authority
(NALSA) data.

One of the primary reasons why many sur-
vivors are unable to access financial compensa-
tion despite the legal guarantees is the chronic
underutilisation of the Nirbhaya Fund, states a
new study by the South Asian Movement for
Accessing |ustice (SAMA]). With several states
spending less than half of their allocations, dis-
bursal timelines are slow, and fund gover-

nance lacks transparency, the report reveals.
Consequently, these implementation gaps
directly affect compensation pathways, as many
state-level Victim Compensation Schemes rely
on Nirbhaya Fund-linked resources.
Worryingly, victims/survivors from margin-
alised groups face greater obstacles in access-
ing compensation. As the SAMA] research points
out, Dalit women and women with disabilities
face prejudicial treatment and institutional
apathy. The exclusionary attitude, more often
than not, leads to less reporting by survivorsand
thus further reduces the likelihood of their receiv-

ing compensation
or services. Data
shows that fewer
than one in seven
cases involving
survivors of sexual
assault even reach
the stage of
seeking compen-
sation.

Considering the
arduous process
of seeking com-
pensation, it is no
wonder that sur-
vivors are wary of
pursuing it. Aftera
trial judge recom-
mends compensa-
tion in the case of
an adult rape
victim, the application is forwarded to the sec-
retary of the District Legal Services Authority
(DLSA). The DLSA then examines it alongside
various documentary proofs before deciding on
the quantum of compensation to be recom-
mended. After approval, the application is sent
to the member-secretary of the State Legal
Services Authority, who orders the release of
funds.

However, in practice, as the Supreme Court's
July 2026 judgment also noted, trial and sessions
courts routinely fail to include mandatory com-
pensation directions in their final j

whether convicting or acquitting the alleged per-
petrator. Further, there is widespread general
indil e and a lack of institutional

regarding statutory victim compensation provi-
sions. Judicial and administrative lapses place
the burden on vulnerable survivors to navigate
bureaucratic channels in pursuit of the compen-
sation due to them.

Now, all Special, Sessions and POCSO courts
have been directed by the Supreme Court to
mandatorily issue appropriate directions for
prompt financial compensation under statuto-
ry frameworks such as Section 357-A of the old
CrPC and the corresponding Section 396 of the
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita. While
these provisions give survivors the legal right to
compensation, unfortunately, the financial aid
provided is often too late and too minimal to
offer meaningful support. Additionally, monetary
compensation is not uniform across the country,
even for the same crime against women. In this
scenario, introducing interim disbursal mecha-
nisms that enable emergency grants to cover
medical, psychosocial and transportation costs
would ensure that survivors do not have to wait
for the final adjudication. This would provide
immediate relief, not only to pre-empt and
prevent economic coercion for out-of-court
settlements but also to give survivors the finan-
cial confidence to pursue their legal right to com-
pensation.

[ The wiiter is a journalist writing on development j
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Strategic Costs

ndias rise as a global power depends not merely on economic
growth, military strength or diplomatic reach, but also on the
credibility of its institutions. When allegations of foreign
: - s aid hedamas

Just a simple researcher

WhetherornotSenwinsthe
Nobel Prizedoes not matter
muchtohimfor, as hismother
herselfwrote. neither money
noranylucrativejobever
matteredtoherson.Sen’s
wholelifeis atestamentto his
passion fortheoretical sciences

rextendwell by
[llalmw Delhllm.s:pem S ing, The current

surrounding protests against electoral-roll revisions illustrates the
danger. Political leaders have invoked foreign forces to explain
ilisation, yet publicly available evidence has not
hed that overseas actors created or directed the protests.

establi

irrespectiveofthereturnsthey
bringtohim. Likeothergreat
Bengaliscientists ofyorelike
SatyendranathBose,

Meghnad Saha, Jagadish

solidarity donot,by
operation to destabilise India.
Genuine interference must never be dhm:csed In(e]h;.,cnce

foreign-sp

wpm‘m gover I ork dnmo tic
icadh Rmu [ requires
nted i e from conj e. Where

credible evidence exi lndm should mvesugale it and rmsc

about unidentified l'orelgn u)nsplrzllors. without substantiation,
5 3 5 Tt

could reach into In economic and lm.hnologlml ambitions.
TheElection C ECINET platform, | hed in January
2026, reflects India’s ambition to share electoral expertise and
digital capabilities internationally.

Other countries considering similar systems will naturally
examine their Tﬁl.ldblll[) data safeguards and accountability
mechanisms. Questions surrounding electoral-roll revisions and
automated identification of discrepancies therefore deserve
transparent answers. India’s rcduwloglml achievements cannot

itute for public confid; inhow its i use them.
The stakes extend to trade and strategic cooperation. India's
agreements with Britain and the European Union reflect an effort
to deepen economic relationships while preserving room for
independent foreign-policy choices. Its partnerships with the
United States, Europe and other powers serve interests ranging
from technology and investment to maritime security.

Unfuunded dcmsauuns against foreign governments could

ChandraBoseand Prafulla
ChandraRoy, Senneverran
aftermoneyormedals

e is noted as much for his
knowledge as for his simplicity.
He hails from a Bengali medium
school in North Kolkata. He
chooses Indian institutions for working and
doing researchin his field instead migrating
to the USA or a European country in spite
of his stunning academic performance right
from the school level. He is now the man of
the moment. He is Ashoke Sen, the first
Indian to get the highly prestigious Oskar
Klein medal for his pioneering work on
S-duality, the precise counting of black-hole
entropy and string field theory which have
helped shape modern string theory.
Th i i

contributions to theoretical phys and

our understanding of the universe. Sen is
widely known for his remarkable research
in string theory, black holes and quantum

iving Oskar

down in humble attire after purch:
groceries, This simplicity was also witnessed
afewyears agoby theteachersand students
of Sailendra Sircar Vidyalaya, Sen’s alma
mater. where the stellar scientist mixed and
talked freely with everyone around and
walked the full stretch of the padayatra
(foot-march) taken out as part of the
centenary celebration of the institution.
He also donated handsomely for the
upgradation of a science laboratory of
the school.
In her reminiscence Jawkhon Jemon
Manc Porey (Random Recollections),
Gouri
how Moni (as Sen was called by her
parents and members of his family and
friends) loved to go to school even on

1 narrat

Thewriter, a Ph D

Klein Medal 2026

and the Stanford Linear Accelerator Center
(SLAC) at Stanford Univer:

theentropy function formalism for external
hlack hn]us. cnablmg lhc mluoscoplc

5 of Topy

reputed Indian institutions like Tata Institute
of Fundamental Research (TIFR), Harish-
Chandra Research Institute (HRI)and NISER
at Bhubaneswar. Presently,
he is at the International
Centre for Theoretical Sciences
(ICTS) at Bengaluru.

Ifwe want totruly respect
the talent and work of Sen,
wehavetotakealookatthe
field he has been researching
on for so many years and
with such patience and
perseverance. By now, we
all know that he is known

days when the weather was inclement. in English from mainly for his foundational
‘The then Headmaster of the school Calcutta contributions tostringtheory,
was Jyotirbikash Mitra, a legendary  University,isa quantum gravity and the

\ecessarily, particularly 1tpmm.rs gravity. The Oskar Klein prize is named teacher with a very simple lifestyle who  freefancewriter  study of black holes. To the
arclcﬁguc g whetherordinary diplomatic isbeing after the Swedish theoretical physicist from  later got the “National Teacher' award and teaches layman, the whole thing is
interpreted as interference. Slralcg)c autonomy does not mear the famous Klein-Gordon Equation one  forhisdedication andtireless servicefor  English at the pure Greek and even to the
strategicisolation. India mustremain ithpowerful studies or uses in Relauvmtu Quantum  his school and his students. Sen loved  Gove-sponsored  knowledgeable, these theori
counlries,re t coercion and defend its interests. Bul is hanics. The previous ientsinclude  and cted this man greatly and the  Sailendra Sircar  are difficult to understand.

by sound j notby hostile intent Stephen Hawkil d Nobellaureates such seedzufhlssmcerededmuoumstumes Vidvalaya. To simplify matters, Sen
v.henevu' pohtlc.ﬂ difficulties arise. A country confident in its as Che-Ning Yang, Steven Weinberg and  and work were sown inthis period. Even Shyambazar, bridged the gap between
position can di ish mversarv tion: uOlTl Hans Bethe. the turbulence of Lhe Ndxal movement Kolkata quantum mechanics and
apartner’s| i Jit But awards are nothing new in Sen's life.  couldnothamperhis gravity by showing how tiny

Tt

democratic cmndmg, New Delhiis entitled wchalkng.e sclccm'e or
politically motivated criticism of its domestic affairs. Yet its
international credibility also depends on how it handles peaceful
dissent, electoral Lumplmnls and allegations against public
ismissing every concern as foreign-inspired cannot
resolve the Ll.l’ldCl"ylll&, questions; it may instead invite greater
scrutiny. India should neither ignore genuine foreign interference
nor manufacture it through political rhetoric. Evidence must
determine the response. Domestic grievances must be addressed
on their mcms. and di lomam hannels should carry sensitive

bli s hardeninto A
rising power ncedx« partners, technological credibility and resilient
institutions. Preserving these assets requires vigilance against real
threats ~ but also the restraint to recognise imagined ones.

Serbia’s Awakening

erbia’s election has delivered a message that entrenched
po\\engmorcs a[ M pen]. public anger, when organised and

thatappears firmly
Um umlml A ﬁtudenl lcd movement has mﬂmd a decisive
on Vudics politi turning
afatali 1 1for political
. The result is hanacl h mgeut 2OV Iti

a le]len;,e to the belief that institutional influence, nationalist
rhetoric and economic promises can indefinitely shield those in
power from the consequences of public distrust.

The catalyst was the collapse of a concrete canopy at Novi Sad
railway station in November 2024, which killed 16 p(.ople Wlmt
might ha inedan epi fpublicmournin
for an investigation became a national recke 7 with

Among the countless ones, we may the
mention G.D. Birla Award for Scientific
Research (1996). TWAS Prize (1997), Padma
Shri (2001), Infosys Prize for Mathematical
Sciences (2009), ugh Prize in

After school cducanon, Sen joined
Presidency College to study Physics and
got his B.Sc. degree in 1975 under the
University of Calcutta. His passion for physics

that even after getting selected

Fundamental Physics (2012), Padma Bhushan
(2013) and the Dirac Medal in 2014. It is to
be noted that the Breakthrough Prize which
Sen won has a monetary value of three
million dollars which ismore than twice the
amount of a Nobel Prize. To be precise, he
has bagged all the illustrious prizes except
the Nobel.

But money and honours have not been
able to take Sen’s feet off the ground. Both
heand his wife Dr Sumathi Rao are brilliant
physicists and they had millions in prize
money which they gave away for scientific
research. A photo has gone viral on social
media where Sen is found to be walking

e Kooy ol

to study Statistics at the prestigious LS.L,
Sen refused to take admission there and
worked hard to get selected in the admission
test at Presidency College.

At Presidency. he was vastly inspired by
the work and teaching of Prof. Amal Kumar
Raychaudhuri. In 1978, Sen completed his
M.Sc. in Physics from IIT Kanpur and later
obtained his Ph.D. from the State University
of New York at Stony Brook.

vibrating strings canaccount
for the internal heat and disorder (entropy)
of black holes. Sen was a pioneer in the
study of S-Duality (Strong-Weak Coupling
Duality) in string theory.

He proved that strongly coupled string
theories can beequivalent to weakly coupled
ones. His pioneering work showed that five
distinet string theories were different limits
ofasingleunderlying framework (M-theory).

‘The renowned physicist also formulated
the famous Sen Conjecture regarding open
string tachyon condensation on unsmble

usmg string Lhcnry mic rUi!JlC counts.
numberof]
prizes and honours. But does he have a
chance to win the Nobel Prize in Physics?
That is not easy to answer. Although the
global physics community considers his
work Nobel-worthy, winning the prize for
string theory faces a major experimental
hurdle. The Nobel Committee in Pk
demands experimental or observational
evidence to verify a scientific theory before
awarding a prize whereas string theory
remains mathematically consistent but
largely unverified by experiment.

For this reason, S(ephen Hawking was
also not awarded this prize. Einstein is
globally known for his work on relativity.
yet he won the prize not for this work, bul
for his discovery of the law of photoelectric
effect. The Nobel Committee deliberately
omitted relativity out of the citation because
the theory was still heavily debated and
lacked complete experimental verification.

Whether or not Sen wins the Nobel Prize
does not matter much to him for, as his
mother wrote, neither money norany lucrative
job ever mattered to her son.

Sen’s whole life is a testament to his
passion for theoretical sciencesirrespective
of the returns Ihe\ brmy, to lum Like other
‘great Bengali scientists of
Bose, Meghnad Saha, Jagadish Chandra
Bose and Prafulla Chandra Roy, Sen never
ran after money or medals. They are the
dedicated souls born for service to
humanity at large.

Apart fromscience, Sen's two great passions

vas at

HRI at Allahabad or today’s Prayagraj, he
used to take his lunch at the institute’s

D-branes (Dirichlet

€ d cooked dinner himselfathome.

how these: W%temﬁ decay toavacuumwith

didnotend
here. He conducted doctoral and post-doctoral

ical descriptions
of’ mlluw gtachyons gavea Lruualemc,woLk

workin physicsat particle physics
laboratories including the Fermi National
Accelerator Laboratory (Fermilab) in Batavia

inflation modcls.
In the field of black holes, Sen pioneered

Restore hope for Bhotekoshi flood victims

sNepal marks two months since
the catastrophic Bhotekoshi
flash flood, conditions on the

id remain largely unchungal

fisplaced famili

il

recede. Its role remains just as crucialin -~ M

the days that follow. Yet, aside from
restoringconnectivity by installing bridges
and building mads in a few

negligence and political accountability. Students sustained the
protests, eventually drawing support from citizens well beyond
university campuses. Their electoral success demonstrates the
potential of civic mobilisation to overcome the fragmentation that
often weakens conventional opposition politics. Vucic's Serbian
Progressive Party had dominated national politics since 2012,
Although he could not seek a third presidential term. he sought to
retain power through a return to the premiership.

I{xsdctca[ exposes the lmms of a pﬂlmcal model [ha[ combmcs

listrhetoric.¢

dnd .IL,C()lInLIhL‘
d healt!

could not
ystem of gove
turn a protest movement into an electoral force. It could, however,

fora That breadth helped

become a liability in government, where disagreements over
economic policy. foreign relations and institutional reform will
demand difficult compromises. The immediate test is whether the
movement can translate its anti-corruption commitments into
durable institutional change. Investigations into wrongdoing must
follow evidence and due process, not become instruments of
political revenge. Public broadcasting must be insulated from
partisan control, state enterprises must cease to function as
repositories of political patronage, and law-enforcement agencies
mustapply the rulesi fally. kofloyalists
with another would betray the mowmems central promise.
Serbia’s international position presents another challenge. Its
pursuit of European Union membership has coexisted with close
ties to Russia and a refusal to align fully with Western policy
towards Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine. A new government will
havetodecide how hrll is pr;p«\zed to lmns!alc dcmocrauc rclom)
intoamore consistent o]
should judge the new leadership by institutional progress rather
than political symbolism. The broader lesson is that elections can
open the door to democratic renewal, but cannot guarantee it.
Students have shown that sustained civic resistance can defeat an
entrenched ruling party through the ballot box. Their harder task
begins now: proving that accountability applies to the victors as
firmly as it must apply to the vanquished. Serbia’s awakening will
be consequential only if it produces institutions stronger than the
politicians who once controlled them.

ow

rooms, others have returned to the rums
of their homes as makeshift shelters
become uninhabitable. Those living in
holding centres across Rasuwa and Nuwakot,
and in monasteries in Kathmandu, are
cagerly awaiting resettlement in theirown
communities, The country mo\ld onand
celebrated Dashain, but mas
survivors could not. The festi
brought back memories of the past,
traumatic experiences during the flood
and a longing for a better future.

In the immediate aftermath of the
disaster, the gover el
felt at the site. It deployed rescue teams
who provided relief to many. But a state’s
responsibility doesn'tend when the waters

places, areas for
temporary housingand marking
areas where waters reached
extreme heights as danger
zones, the government has
failed to pmwde SUrvivors s wews s
even the bare minimum.

Soonafter thedisaster, the government
promised to pay Rs15000 per month for
six months, but survivors still haven't
received that assistance, let alone the
money to perform funeral rites for the
family members they lost to the flood.
The tents they were given to settle in
temporarily leaked during rainfall, and
with the winter approaching, they are
bound to endure the biting cold.

Inaninterview with the Post last month,

Of The

Letters To The Editor | editor@thestatesman.com

Unfair

Sir, Through the columns of your daily,
Twishtodraw theattention of the Consumer
Affairs Department 1o a wi

™

Department of Consumer Affairs

and
deceptive practice adopted by major
e-commerce platforms, notably Amazon,
underthegarb of paid subscription models.
Lured by advertised benefits, [ opted for
the annual Prime membership. However,
the ground reality reflects a systemic
deficiency in service.
Promised perks ~ such as unlimited free
same-day or I-day delivery ~ are routinely
flouted, with orders experiencing unexplained
delays. Furthermore, despite holding a paid
membership, customers are arbitrarily
slapped with unexpected delivery charges
on routine purchases, rendering the core
subscription promise hollow.

Cc members
are increas glv denied expected benefits
such as special promotional discounts or
reliable early access to major sales events,
which are prominently advertised to draw
subscriptions but fail to materialize.

‘What we are witnessing is a classic case
ofan unfair trade practice, where|

Beforeretiring from HRI, Sen owned neither
aflatnora nd in spite of becoming the
richest physicist, Sen has remained till date
the same simple man focused on solving
the most abstruse problems in the field of
theoretical sciences.

"AMember

ister lor lansl ructure Development

said that t sarey

Mdlaodun‘ Alua] Rural Municipality, in
24 landslide-displaced ies

resettled, they would be provided with
temporary homes ~ capsule houses
with toilets and kitchens that can be
assembled ina day. But this plan has
yet to kick off.

sulla\ml apermanent home. Nepal cannot
afford to let Bhotekoshi flood survivors
face the same fate.

Whether it's Jajarkot, Dadeldhura or
Rasuwa, no one should be left without

Thoseon th d Linth
they are unaware of wl hat kind of

@& houses the government will build or

where they will be located. After the
floods, people generously contributed
more than Rs18 billion to the Prime
ister’s Disaster Relief Fund. However,
it is unclear how the government will
spend this money.
Quu‘e\mego\tmmcnl% haveoften left
natural disaster survivors in limbo. It has

.y
struck parts of western Nepal, including
Jajarkot, Rukum West and Salyan, and
people still live in temporary shelters. In

housing, It is not only crucial
to restore their lives and livelihoods but
also to provide relief from the trauma
they endured. Nepal received global
attention following the Bhotekoshi flood.

are and Drs. Paromita &
Supratik thank all patients and well

shers on the 33rd Anniversary of the
Clinic: 24640232/ 24660122/ 7044473534,
t us at: www.athenaeye.com
: athenaeye@gmail.com

and protect everyday consumers from
systemic exploitation.

Yours, etc., Prabir Kumar Pal,

Kolkata, 27 October.

Encashed

Sir, The humble “like” may soon acquire
a price tag. Elon Musk’s X has unveiled a
money feature enabling users tosend $1by
long| prcs%ing the like button, potentially
transfor intoi

independent commentators, such
micropayments could gradually add up
and provide a modest financial bulwark.
Yet, every silver lining has a cloud.
Frictionless payments can also trigger
impulsive spending, while repeated
micro-transactions may cunmulatively become
a hsu.ll dr‘un Questionssul rmundmgimud
privac
oversight must therefore be ironed nul

micro-| phllamhrop\
Tk

payanupfront fee only to face hidden costs
and broken commitments,
1 earnestly urge the Consumer Affairs

Id prove consequential
forcontent creators whostruggle tomonetise
attention. By allowing users to tip without
leaving the platform, X rmy sueamlme

Departmenttotakei ¢ cognizance
of these misleading subscription models,
investigate these arbitrary shipping fees,

epaper.thestatesman.com

incentivise original content.
For fledgling writers, musicians and

before lhc !e‘lture gmm traction.
ifi

ly, X Money
could turn digital upplausc into tangible
support. But technology must not merely
cash in on human impulse: it should build
trust. In the digital economy, convenience
may open the door, but credibility keeps
users coming back.
Yours, etc., Dipen Gogoi,
Jorhat, 26 October.
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Why India should counter Pakistan’s
nuclear stance

PRABHU DAYAL

t. Gen. (Retd) Khalid Ahmed
Kidwai's keynote address at
the Islamabad Non-Proliferation
Conferenceon 20 October 2026
(INC 2026) marked a sharp pivot in

The second pillar is undum.mmﬂ of
'\'o HN Use" (NI I). 1d

(storing mi silcs in a pre-| malcd
ready-to-fire smu) and continuous

m[LLlcmudloowr -up. By painting India’s

triad completionas destabilizing”
lbl‘unabdd seeks to legitimize its own
asymmetric reliance on early-use
batt leﬁdd nuc lear options.

at-sead

New Dclhlsdmhm.l No-Fir

thisasa

uuslhgence (SH‘RI) mthcr than 1‘1k1sl.\m

strategic lling toward

responsible

ed move

Lmli’L asenior adviser to Pakistan's
National Command Authority (NCA)
and the long-time former architect of
the Strategic Plans Division (SPD),
Kidwai's statements serve as the
authoritative framework for Pakistan’s
nuclear doctrine.

His recent speech focused intensely
on a reported shift in the South Asian
strategic balance, specifically targeting

and modernised nuclear posture.
Acritical analysis of Kidwai's speech
dnd ns mululmued implications for
a v.defence posturing,
and rcdmnalslahllll\ revealsacalculated
e sm)dlorv tone wrappedin the language
of strategic deterrence.
idwai’s speech relied heavily on
data from the Stockholm International
Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) Yearbook
2026 to build a case against India’s

centred on three main pi

The first pillar is operationalization
of India’s Sea-Based Deterrent. Citing
SIPRI data, Kidwai hlg,hhghud llml
India has deployed

escalatory transition” creating strategic
asymmetry.

The third pillar is shifting nuclear
inventory metrics. Kidwai explicitly
noted statistical shifts, stating that India
hasovertaken Pakistan’s nuclear weapons
inventory by a margin of roughly 190
10170, \mmg that Islamabad will not
aceept a "strategic imbalance.” Kidwai
explicitly threatened that Pakistan
would retain its policy of "strategic
ambiguity” while actively reviewing
and reconsidering its own deployment
options to restore equilibrium.

While Kidwai framed his speech asa
cautionary warning against Indian
aggression, a deeper strategic analysis
reveals a dCIIlelL‘ effort to alter the

| w»«h‘w:d

designed to mlxdqle his claims before
aglobalaudienceata non-proliferation
conference. The underlying goal is to
trigger international anxiety over South
Asia's nuclear stability, thereby casting
India - rather than Pakistan the
irresponsible nuclear actor.

]\ld\\ﬂ ddd.resslnmdmn actionable

for Inc lanners

or ngwlv acq\urcd Chme\c 1} pe 0398

lndm must 1ccclu1lc the operational

s, and an increased risk of
m|<~.mkulduun at sea. where
cummdnd and-control structures are
ly more difficult to maintain

pl
tary,diplomatic, anddoctrinal

“irst, 1[ places pressure on Indi;

“No-First-Use" (NFU) credibility. Pakistan
isactively weaponizing India’s technological
advancements - such as Multiple
lndcpcndcml\ ’largcmhlc Runlr\

than on Jand.
By ruumun; Pdkl\mns reliance on
"and Full Spectrum
signalling that

shield to underwrite sub-conventional
warfare (terrorism or hybrid pm‘(!cs)
Believing that Indiat

ofits enous two-tier
BMD system.

Counter-Narrative Management:
India's Ministry of External Affairs
needs to proactively counter Pakistan's
narrative at international forums,

is built entirely around achieving a
Credible Minimum Deterrent against
a complex two-front threat (including
China), I’llhu‘ 1h,.m nnualmg an arms

is entirely neutralized by Pakistan's
reacline Jamabad fe

llllLlau !

the most stabilizing cumpunem of a
nudeartriadbecauseoftheir survivability,
and securmg a.ssund cnwnd strike
capabilit i this stand: ml

that lmhas NFU puljcy is a facade.
India will face increased pressure to
either robustly reaffirmits NFU through
transparency or accept thatits deterrence
posture is being viewed globally as

nudmrlogcby framing India’s

patrols as an "offensive posture” and a

first- slnkc lhru[
1t |

{deflectic

kaLM\\dﬂk;ﬂbdlmddﬂuCk’dﬁJO\)\EM]
submarine for deterrence patrols. He
argued this indicates India has "mated”
its nuclear warheads with
Submarine-Launched Ballistic Missiles
(SLBMs) keeping theminaready-to-launch
operational state.

"Full Spectrum Deterrence” (FSD). For
over a decade, Pakistan has lowered
the nuclear threshold by developing
tactical (battlefield) nuclear weapons
underits FSD doctrine, famously dubbed
by Kidwaiin past speeches as"weapons.
of peace”. This speech acts as an

easingly preemptive.

Next, there is horizontal escalation
and the naval domain. Kidwai's explicit
warning r(g,.ndlng., "appropriate
deployments” to counter India’s naval
edge strongly indicates that Pakistan
will seek to nuclearize the Indian Ocean
rapidly. India must anticipate an
accelerated push by Pakistan todeploy
nuclear-armed cruise missiles (like the
Babur-3) onits conventional, Agosta-class

S Indias countter-terrorism

strategie
To mitigate the mlloux of P‘lk:smn s

Tace wi

Kidwai's speuhts underscore that
Pakistan views its nuclear weapons
not merely as political tools of last
reson_hulaalug!ﬂy integrated "weapons
of pCd&E_‘ (nuclear deterrence) meant

evolving posture,

to K Indian military options.

must take some necessary steps.
Enhance Maritime Domain Awareness

For India, this reinforces the need to
continually evaluate the flexibility of

(MDA): India must heavily m\c' itsown nuclear doctrine, invest heavily
anti (ASW i in bal e defence (BMD)
‘maritime patrol aircraft andund water  systems,and conventional

Arabian Sea to
ani sea-based

sensor networks in the
track potential PakKist
nuclear assets.

Refine the Ballistic Missile Defence
(BMD) Shield: As Pakistan threatens
toramp udeplovmcms omdnpx \lIRV
tect W

edge capabilities that can operate

effectively below Pakistan's perceived

nuclear thresholds.

The ks S office served as Indias
Wor to Kuwait and Morocen and s Consul

e e

Degrees everywhere, iobs nowhere

R.K.UPPAL

ndia’s problemis no longer merel lw
a shnr[agc ofeducated people;
the growing dlsu)nnccl bsl\vnen

canemployers or policy cape

rcxpnnill)lhly It rd]cas a ﬂruuurd]

and the wider economy.
First, curricula in many institutions

incre: ye D()\A‘A’l
A( the ame lm\c. Al is creating
intechnology. healthcare,

finance, education, manufacturingand

education, y and the ly connectex Or other sectors. The answer is neither to
needsofthe y ing i Studentsmay  fear technological

il at an d i scale, 'knnwledlt.,ubulrcuwe that dgqumn" a short-term digital ~ qualifications. Skilled technicians,
but ingfi ploy remains  limited, »s,practical — certificate wi ployment. srkers, logisti fessi
beyc fmillions. CL i industry projects and ~ Students need strong dations in  ad ing workers and

areexpanding, universities are awarding
degrees, and young peopleare investing
years of their lives in education.

Yet, after graduation, many dis
adisturbingreality: theirqualifications
donotguarantee ajob. their degrees do
not ensure dignity, and their years of
study do not necessarily translate into
economic security.

Over Lht past few decades, India has

fi ye: access Lo higher

Lducanon Universities, mllcgcs
professional institutions and private
educational establishments have
multiplied. More young people from
diverse economic backgrounds can now
pursue degrees that were once beyond
their reach. This expansion represents
genuine progr

Adegree w; lmdluumll\ regarded
as a pathway to mobility

real-world problem-solving.
Second, the

theirdisciplines, dlgmxlhumq umu
thinking, c tion,adaptability

frequently rewards memoriza
than independent thinking, creativity,
communication and analytical ability.
Students learn toreproduce information
in examinations but may struggle to
apply it in unfamiliar situations.
Third, career guidanceand labor-market
uﬂommnunnm,lmmddcqu.\(cmmdn\'

and the ability to use Al responsibly.
India requires a coordinated
employment-oriented reform agenda.
First, make learning mnmnus
Instituti 1§
what students can actually do. not
mcrnly whether they have passed

mhu Udl.n(.d specialists are essential
to economic development.
Fifth. promote entrepreneurship and
mnu\/atmn Ldu«,auonal m<u!uuuns
hould h
ideas,
the practical requirements of starting
enterprises. Entrepreneurship cannot
bc pmmulad through slogans alonc it
‘market access,

5 i N
rship and understand

can become a powerful engine of
productivity, innovation and economic
growth, but that outcome is not
guaranteed by demographic size or
lhc number of degrees awarded. It
depends on whether education develops
genuine capabilities and whether the
economy creates opportunities to use
them.
degree without relevant knowledge
is an incomplete promise; education
vulhuul unpluvmuu opportunities is
owing educated

100 Years Ago
[E] TheStateoman

Front page of The Statesman
dated 30 October 1926

OCCASIONAL
NOTE

We published yesterday the revised fixture
list of the M.C.C. The lightened programme
for Calcutta—eight days instead of ten—will
cause a natural dlsdppomlmcnt but little
cavilling. The visitors have come out only
thirteen strong—Mercer of (Jl(unozg(m ison
his way to be a fourteenth—and must insure
themselves against excessive wear and tear
onIndia’s hard grounds. There will be one-day
matches with Bengal schools (Indian and
Europeans combined) and with the British in
Bengal, most of whom are likely to be Home
school products; also three-day matches
against Europeans in the East and against All
India. The programme carries the team nearly
through February: after Calcutta they visit
Rangoon, Madras. Cevlon, Aligarh. and Delhi.
When the tour is over they will be glad of a
short rest before the season begins at Home.
ligan’s readiness to meet the wishes of
the cricketing public in India and play on
Sundays will be widely appreciated. Sunday
cricket is established, and many who love the
game have no other opportunity of seeing it.

News Items
CROP PEST HAVOC

ANEMPIRE CAMPAIGN
SUGGESTED

(Special Cable.)
LONDON, OCT.

A CAMPAIGN all over the J:mpue a
insectand Professor
Tillyard, chief of the Blolugl al Depaercm of
the Cawthron Institute, New Zealand. inalecture
atthe Royal Society of Arts.

He declared that one of the most pressing
problems of to-day was the devastation of
the food supply and forests by insects, in
connexion with which Professor Tillyard
favoured the method of biological control—
by the introduction of hostile insects to fight
the pests rather than the chemical method
of spraying or fumigation, which, he said,
was merely temporary and also costly.

It was estimated, he added. that 10 per
cent of the world's crops were lost annuall
through the depredations of insects, wh
asregards the amount of crops lost annuall;
through the encroachments of noxious wee:
the menace was most M.l'!()u\ in many parts
of the Empire.

INDIA’S CURRENCY PROBLEM

ations. Practica

cdumuonu]u» L ! often

aclear
of cmpluymonl prospects, cmcrging
occupations or the skills required in
particular industries.

Fourth, thequality of education varies
considerably across institutions. A
degree bearing the same title does not
necessarily represent the same level of
competence. Employers therefore

ly look beyond formal

and a better standard of [1\ ving, 'lod..\\,

quali fications to

analytical
and problem-solving must become

1cgu]auon and a willingness to learn
I‘mrn failure.

integral to academic
Second, strengthenindustry-institution
I i enticeships,
live projects and workplace exposure
should be embedded in suitable
programmes. Employers should help
institutions identify emerging skill
without ¢ isi

academic independence.

Third, 1nlrudme uc(llble career

for many young Indians,

only an entry ticket to an |ncrcasmgly
competitive employment market.
Graduates with bachelor'sand mastes
degrees LrequLmJ\ compete for p(muom
that
Some accept temporary, contractual or
low-paid jobs unrelated to their education.
The employment crisis cannot be

India must reform both sides of the
equation: the ability of education to
produce capable graduates and the

counseling. St d parents uud
reliableinfor boutoccr

of learning

outcomes, and g bmdud(c employment

make institutions accountable for

educational quality. Salaries where
ilable, fi

workforce without productive work is
anational warning.

India must move beyond counting
colleges, enrolments and certificates to
mcmunn}., chmmg LOI‘HPL[C“C(
productivity (

f capabilitv-buildi

av
experiences can help prc i !
mdl\(. informed choices. Employment
stati s should be independently
wnlmble‘ and institutions must not
exaggerate placement claim:
The purpose of education is broader
than ! alone. Universities

demand, realistic salary expectations,

must cu.llm\lg knowledge, democratic

mustbecome ce y
rather than mere degree-distribution
systems, while economic policy must
place productive employment at the
heart of development.

Theultimate test of India's education
system is not the number of graduates
it produces, but the number of lives it
cmhlcs them to |)Ulld Unul dcgrem

values, er, ethical judgment

further-study npum\s and

ability of the economy to ful
work.

Artificialintelligenceis umstmmm;,

565 anil

careery

orunsuitable courses.

strengthen vocational and
sation. India must overcome

creativity and social responsibility.
Not every graduate will immediately
find a job, and not every educational

occupations, business
the S| ills dLmanded by employers.

1 entirely to uni . nor

Routi ivetasks, basicdata

the social prejudice that treats vocational
workasinferiortoconventional academic

should be judged solely
by starting salaries. India stands at a
critical crossroads. Its young population

()mduul\rm and opportunity, lhe
troubling reality will remain: degrees
everywhere, jobs nowhere.

The writer is Principal. §
Management and Technology, Gidderbaha, Punjab.

Crossword | No.293621

“FULL-VALUE”
RUPEE SOLUTION

(Special Cable.)
'LONDON, OC

NOT until the silver rupee is restored to
its full value will the permanent solution of
the Indian currency problem be found, is
the opinion of Mr. J. F. Darling, a Director
of the Midland Bank, in an article in the
National Review criticising the Currency
Commission’s report.

He fears that the world tendency to
abandon silver and embrace gold will lead
to a fall in world prices. He considers that
England in her own interests ought to take
the initiative towards the establishment of
international bimetallism.

Mr. Darling suggests that members of the
Leagueof Nations who have adopted bimetallism
might place their stocks of gold and silver in
the custody of the League, and thus effect
economy in the handling of bullion, and.
incidentally, give valuable hostages for their
future good behaviour and bring the reduction

NOTE: Figures In parentheses denote the number of letters in the words required. (By arrangement with The Independent, London)

Yesterday's Solution 9

GUR E
snwrc
Roamov

ACROSS 6 Suspect ﬂue bailin 28 Appropriate 5 Wonderful nurses 19 Worried Russia's
hearing assertion of name condition one ready to invade

Serenade briefly 18 Clamaur abou! modernist poet? (7) has to face? (4) Thailand's borders
interrupted by sealing off derelict 29 Deal with business 6 Perhaps local bank's @®
cheers after sailor's pit is difficult to issue (7) run down by huge 20 Face fine after
refrain (7) understand number of people distributing legal

10 Baker perhaps 7 DOWN ® high? (8)
follows short cut to 21 Current time could 7 Refrain from tasks 21 Having suit inside
do decorative work betimetotakeon 1 Fanatical gunmen requiring English to out in church is
) staff (11) destroyed SAS be universal (6) uncouth (6)

11 Parent caught fish 24 See 13 training 8 Putawayheadsof 22 Cover article plugs
(s) 25 Awareness of crime establishment (8) syndicate that got something

12 Warst hospital is essentially 2 Helped out when into debt () newsworthy (6)
involved in public accommodated by relative almost died 15 Men cycle in unusual 23 Outstanding figures
dispute (9) court’s punishment (8) and uniargl reportedly make

13/24 Begin to date (@ Terms of reference positior firm leader in sector
vacuous upper-class 27 Computing device sometimes limited (10) 6)
twit? (3,3) mainly provides by vehicles in bill (6) 17 Book published that 26 English academic

14 Designer drug cut means of 4 Rambling company is without question revolutionised
with crushed silica summarising has essential cover catering to niche device connected to
“an information (5) (10) market (8) Internet? (a)

epaper.thestatesman.com

within the region of practical
— Copyright.

“SOLID AS ROCK”

MUSSOLINIAND THE
FASCISTREGIME

ROME,OCT.
THEI

wasceleb verltaly to-day.C
were held at which a speech of Mussolini was

read glorifying Fascismo and declaring that the
Fascist regime was as solid as granite rock.

Reviewing the work of the year he dwells
on legal and constitutional re-forms, and
declares that the armed forces of Italy are
ready for any even-tuality. Public works have
been developed on a very large scale.

The Italian merchant marine, he says,
now the second largest in Europe and the
fourth largest in the world. Sixty million
quintals of grain have been uamgred

Heclai Fascismavastrevol
toinfluence the course of civili

tion.—Reuter.
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Bengal killings
Police ‘encounters’ must be probed independently

HE killing of two murder accused in alleged

encounterswith the police in West Bengal rais-

es questions about accountability and the rule

oflaw, The incidents, which occurred within 12

hours of each other during crime-scene recon-
struction, have sparked public outrage. According to the
police, both accused snatched service revolvers and
opened fire, prompting retaliatory shooting. These claims
must be investigated independently, not accepted unques-
tioningly. The recurrence of similar drcumstances —a
rape-murder accused was killed by cops in July — makes
transparent scrutiny all the more necessary.

Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari has adopted a
tough approach to crime, taking a cue from his coun-
terparts in other BJPruled states such as Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar. However, the state government
must remember that its promise to restore law and
order cannot be fulfilled merely through force. Gen-
uine public confidence comes from professional polic-

OPINION
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The decimation of J&K cadre

Aninstrument of integration and a mediating institution on the ground has been conSIderablyweakened

HASEEB DRABU
FORMER FINANCE MINISTER, J&K

HE merger of the
Jammu and Kashmir
cadre into AGMUT
(Arunachal Pradesh,
Goa, Mizoram and
Union Territories) in 2021 and
the recent appointment of the
first AGMUTcadre officer as
Chief Secretary denote more
than a change of personnel orthe
supersession of many senior offi-
cers. Aninstitution that had long
mediated access to State author-

They are understood as a dis-
mantling of an institution whose
interests had become aligned
with local political power.

The decimation of the J&K
cadre is therefore double-edged.
Onthe one hand, it removes offi-
cers who had deep local domain
knowledge, be it of the revenue
system, forest settlements, irri-
gation, power and the historical
sediment of special status. On
the other hand, it removes a
cadre that had, in critical peri-
ods, become a channel to com-
municate the local sentiment.

Whether this produces better
governance is an open question.
An administration less entan-
gled with local political regimes
may prove more responsive to
national priorities. It may also

AUTHORITY : The retum of cadre is th y

ting point for hange of guard. avi

prove less capable of reading the
social and historical texture of

ing, timely trials and convictions based on evidence.
Celebrating encounters —genuine or fake —as instant
justice risks normalising extrajudicial punishment
and weakening democratic institutions.

The Supreme Court’s 2014 guidelines in People’s
Union for Civil Liberties versus State of Maharashtra
stipulate independent investigations, magisterial
inquiries and proper preservation of evidence in deaths
caused by police action. These safeguards protect citi-
zens from possible abuse of power while ensuring that
officers acting lawfully are not unfairly targeted. West
Bengal needs firm policing, not trigger-happy gover-
nance. Citizens rightly expect the police to act swiftly
against violent crime. However, the State's strength lies
not in its ability to kill suspects, but in its commitment
to uphold the law, even under intense public pressure.

Substandard drugs

Regular alerts expose gaps in regulation

ESPITE regular alerts by the Central Drugs

Standard Control Organisation, drug-quali-

failures continue to plague Himachal

Pradesh, one of India's major pharmaceuti-

cal manufacturing hubs. The latest alert

flagged 330 drug samples as not of standard quality

(NSQ), including 95 manufactured by 70 units in the hill

state. The recurrence raises a troubling question: why are
regulatory warnings failing to ensure compliance?

The problem cannot be assessed merely by counting
failed samples. Himachal accounts for a substantial
share of pharmaceutical supplies and the proportion of
failures must be measured against the number of sam-
ples tested and production volumes. The finding that
several samples failed important parameters, including
assay and dissolution, is particularly concerning. Such
defects can affect the quantity of active ingredients or

ity and resources in the Valley
stands replaced.

The overhaul of the bureaucracy
forms part of a wider effort to
change the local configurations of
power and influence. The J&K
cadre funcmned not only as an

edge, a certain continuity of
administrative practice and per-
sonal networks. These have
been now displaced by a more
externally directed apparatus. It
is a reconfiguration of the insti-
tutmns through which power is

tierk anet: and legiti y s
work of personal ties, political affil-  mediated in the region.
iations and institutional memory. The IAS officers, mostly out-

This network was shaped by
decades of interaction with the
region’s political class. It facili-
tated and even enabled the
reproduction of local power
structures at the interface
between society and the State.
The bureaucracy wielded an
embedded influence through
which regional elites reinforced
prevailing power hierarchies.

By superseding almost all
senjormost officers of that cadre,
decisive authority has been
shifted to those drawn from out-
side its ranks. By doing so, the
Centre has effectively mutated
the administrative DNA of J&K.
Inaway. it completes the institu-
tional eclipse of the J&K cadre.

This cadre was a consequence
of the Presidential Order issued
in 1958 under Article 370 of the
Constitution. It specifically mod-
ified the application of Article
312 to bring J&K within the All-
India Services framework and
enabled recruitment and service
conditions for the IAS (and IPS).
The J&K Reorganisation Act of
2019 initially allowed the J&K
cadre, but the 2021 ordinance
merged it into AGMUT.

siders, were a crucial link
between the Centre and the
state. While these officers were
the eyes, ears and hands of New
Delhi, they also played the role
of intermediaries. With their feet
on the ground in Kashmir, many
ofthem conveyed the local senti-
ment in their communication to
Delhi. Over time, representing
the Kashmirsentiment got iden-
tified with the constitutional sta-
tus of the state and the autono-
mist ideology of political parties.
Warts and all, the cadre was as
much an instrument of control
as it was a channel of influence.

Gradually, it was felt that the
cadre had been co-opted by the
local political class, especially by
the National Conference (NC)
under Farooq Abdullah. During
his tenure as CM, some officers
who had powers beyond ordi-
nary bureaucratic limits acted
like the card-carrying members
of the NC. Their proximity to a
regional political dynasty largely
influenced the bureaucracy's
approach to Kashmir.

Around 1989-90, when protests
and public uprisings were at
their peak, at least four of the

Thereconfiguration of
the bureaucracy signals
that the restoration of
full statehood remains
deferred well
beyond2029.

protesting against human rights
violations by security forces in
the Valley. At least six IAS offi-
cers of the local cadre also sub-
mitted a report to the Governor,
condemning excesses by the
men in uniform against civil-
ians. A memorandum by senior
officers reached the Governor
after the assassination of Mir-
waiz Maulvi Farooq and the sub-
sequent firing on mourners,
While Kashmiris later remem-
bered the gesture fondly, critics
within the establishment saw it
as an instance in which serving
officers of the All-India Services
publicly aligned with the local
sentiment against the actions of
the Indian security apparatus.
Delhi saw such instances as seri-

bone that could rise above
regional political alignments
was steadily eroded.

The post-2021 structure has
systematically reduced the space
for officers who had both long
local tenures and career incen-
tives tied to the region. Once the
last cohort with significant Valley
socialisation exits around 2029,
the channel that carried local
ﬁcntlment upward (however

imperfectly) will narrow further:
Thisis less a question of individ-
ual officers’ attitudes and more a

the territory it administers.
Once the last substantial
cohort of the old IAS cadre
departs around 2029, the Union
Territory will be governed by a
bureaucracy whose professional
formation took place largely
elsewhere and whose political
allegiances will no longer be
those of a co-opted state cadre.
Thatis the structural choice now
being made. It resolves one long-
standing problem of politicisation
only by meahng anew problem of
istrative distance. In a

structural outcome of shorter
average tenures and joint-cadre
career paths.

region where history is an active
force, the distance is not costless.
Such a reconfiguration of the

The J&K-cad officers,
though outsiders, frequently
shared the outlook of the domi-
nant political class on questions

bur y as the principal
instrument of governance sig-
nals that the restoration of full
statehood —requiring the return

of a land, emp! ent
and security. Of course, there
were exceptions; some were

of cadre y and political
control over the civil service —
remains deferred well beyond

viewed with suspicion. 2029. The institutional architec-
This proximity evemuallv led ture now in place treats the
to a certain bur of ative itself

politics. The pattern of co-option
resulted in at least three former
Chief Secretaries joining poli-
tics after (or even before com-
pleting) their tenures, While two
became legislators, one became
the finance minister. These tran-
sitions illustrate how the top of
the service had become a revolv-
ing door into regional politics
rather than a permanent nation-
al Steel Frame.,

These structural features
explain why the cadre merger of
2021 and the recent appoint-

as the durable mechanism of
autharity, rendering the revival
of state-cadre independence a
distant prospect.

The return of cadre autonomy
and political control over the civ-
il service is not merely one
among several requirements of
statehood — it is the necessary
starting point for any genuine
process of restoration. Without
the capacity to direct the perma-
nent executive, an elected gov-
ernment cannot exercise effec-
tive authority over the

the body’s ability to absorb a medicine. The distinction
between labelling deficiencies and serious quality fail-
ures is equally important. Both require corrective action.
Regulators must disclose the nature of violations, iden-
tify repeat offenders and make outcomes
transparent. A monthly alert that identifies a defective
batch is useful only if the product is promptly withdrawn
and patients are protected from further exposure.
India has strengthened manufacturing standards,
expanded risk-based inspections and introduced meas-
ures to improve drug traceability. However, recurring
failures point to the need for more consistent implemen-
tation. Inspections must lead to credible deterrence,
including licence st ion, manuf ing
and prosecution wherever warranted. Manufacturers,
too, must treat quality control as a non-negotiable obli-
gation rather than a compliance formality. Patients can-
not be expected to di ish between a
manufacturer and one whose products repeatedly fail
laboratory tests. Nor should they bear the consequences
of regulatory lapses. The priority must shift from
announcing failures to preventing their recurrence.

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO
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Reforms in Punjab

WE owed it to the courtesy of His Excellency in attempting, in his
recent speech at the Punjab Legislative Council, a specific reply
to our comments on the part of the Viceroy's Durbar speech in
which he spoke of “the harmonious working of the Reforms™ in
this province, no less than to the intrinsicimportance of the sub-
ject to make a few further observations in regard to it. The posi-
tion taken up by His Excellency may be summed up in his own
words: “Ministers must work \ogcther and 11' the Govemment
finds in the Council a body whether lor
other lines which appears sufficiently united to present on ordi-
nary occasions a working majority in the House, it is proper that
on questions relating to ministerial action it should give reason-
able support to that party. Its officers cannot serve Ministers loy-
ally in lheu‘ depan.ments and vote against them in the lobby. If

vhicl ear detrimental to the inter-
estsof the pmvxme thenaction lies primarily with the Governor,
and not with the representatives of Government in the Legisla-
ture.” In plain English, this means three things. In the first place,
the Governor must choose his ministers from among the major-
ity party in the Leglslature no matter whether that party is con-
stituted on 1 or other lines, dly, the mini s0
chosen must work together with something of a common policy.
Thirdly, it is the duty of the Government to see that the official
members support them with their votes in the lobby. Of these
propositions, only the second appears to us to be sound.

The J&K cadre structure ofthe  seniormost officers were signa-
local bureaucratic framework fories to a representation
was rooted in domain knowl- addressedtothe United Nations,

ous chinks in the Steel Frame. ments and ct

ial change itutions that i poli-

The national purpose of the Ser-  are read by many as more than  cies and allocate resources.
vices as an ini

ative back-

ive rationalisation.

Credit: Greater Kashmir

Statehood is not about me, my family or even my party. Itis about Jammu and Kashmir. — omar Abdullah

Karva Chauth
from adistance

SHIVSETHI

7 ARVA Chauth has always struck me as a festival
designed to test a man's patience without requiring him
to go hungry. As a middle-aged bachelor, [ have been
watching this annual ritual with the curiosity of a spectator.

It's aday of unusual excitement. Women gather on rooftops,
admiring one another’s jewellery. The men, meanwhile, seem
to have perfected the art of looking innocent. They insist that
their wives should eat something, yet somehow manage to
look 1mpressed by the sacri 11' m being made on their behalf.

Ir a dly look at the sky.
Her husband, who had been instructed to return home early,
was nowhere to be seen. Every passing scooter attracted her
attention. When he finally arrived, she looked at him with the
kind of expression that could have made a senior government.
officer reconsider his career choice. A few minutes later, how-
ever, they were laughing together. I realised that marriage
must involve extraordinary patience.

1 sometimes wonder what celebrating Karva Chauth would
be like iflife had taken a different turn. Would I be the roman-
tic husband who stands on the balcony searching for the moon,
or the practical fellow checking an app to find out when it is
likely torise? I might even ask whether the moon could be per-
suaded to appear a little earlier: After all, even celestial bodies
must appreciate a busy household’s schedule,

Yet, beneath the humour, there is something deeply touching
about the festival. It reminds us of the importance of caring. The
ritual may not be everyone’s cup of tea, but the affection, antic-
ipation and shared laughter have their own charm. My bachelor-
hood has given me the privilege of observing marital life from a
safe distance, much like a cricket commentator who under-
stands the game but does not have to face the fast bowlers.

I can admire the romance without being responsible for
remembering the date of Karva Chauth. When the moon final-
ly appears and couples complete the ritual, I find myself smil-
ing. Perhaps the real secret of a happy marriage is not merely
fasting for someone but learning to laugh with them, forgive
their little mistakes and keep choosing each other every day.

As for me, I shall continue to admire the moon from my corner.
Who knows? One day I might find myself standing beside some-
one spedial, holding a sieve in one hand and a gift in the other:

The writer taught English at Dev Samaj College, Ferozepur

LETTERS HE EDITO

High growth, unequal gains
Refer to ‘Why high growth is only half the sto-
ry’; if the benefits of growth remain concen-
trated in a few hands while ordinary citizens
struggle with stagnant incomes, rising prices
and insecure livelihoods, it is far from being
inclusive. Equally important is access to
affordable, quality education and healthcare
thatin the long run would determine whether
people can meaningfully participate in the
country’s economic progress. The ultimate
objective of economic policy should be to
translate national prosperity into tangible
improvements in human welfare.

KR BHARTI, SHIMLA

Pak-China bonhomie
With reference to ‘Implications of new China-
Pak military exercises’; China and Pakistan
share a strategic partnership that is often
viewed as a challenge to India’s security and
interests. After the Galwan incident, China’s
aggressive posturing towards India eased a
little. When Chinese Premier Xi Jinping
attended the BRICS summit in New Delhi. it
was seen as a positive step towards better
Sino-India relations. However, the scale of
the recent China-Pak exercise — Karakoram
2026 — should put India on high alert.
ASHOK BAHL, KANGRA

Sustainable infra needed
Apropos of ‘Sustainable tourism'; planned
infrastructural development is key for tourism
to flourish. Instead of focusing disproportion-
ately on just a few famous locations, it would
be bemer to develop other places as tourist
jons as well. Envi lly sensi-
tive sites and ecologically fragile routes need
not be subjected to indiseriminate construc-
tion in the name of development. Rather,
they should be preserved and protected to
save the environment.
KRISHAN KANT SOOD, NANGAL

Why Varanasi, Nagpur matter
With reference to ‘Cong rout in MLC poll, BJP
loses Varanasi & Nagpur’; Why does Nagpur
matter? It is the headquarters of the RSS, the
home town of Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis and the parliamentary
constituency of Union Minister Nitin Gadkari.
Why does Varanasi matter more? It is not only
a constituency; it is the BJP's crown, being
PM Modi's Lok Sabha seat. So, these MLC
polls were a preliminary test, like a pre-board
exam, which the BJP has failed.

CAPT AMAR JEET (RETD), KHARAR

Rigorous checking critical
Apropos of ‘Europe’s worst rail disaster
since 2013 kills 68 in Spain’; the country has
witnessed two high-speed train collisions
this year, killing more than 100 people. In
India, the Mumbai-Ahmedabad high-speed
rail corridor is under construction and seven
such corridors are in the pipeline. One of the
top priorities for the National High-Speed
Rail Corporation Ltd, which manages these
rail corridors in India, should be to test the
system for communication loss, sensor or
power failure and track-circuit disturbances.
We should launch our bullet trains only after
rigorous failure-mode testing and independ-
ent safety certification.

BAL GOVIND, NOIDA

Rajoana deserves gallows
Refer to ‘Centre opposes Rajoana's plea for
relief in Beant case’; Balwant Singh
Rajoana does not deserve relief of any kind
because he committed a heinous crime. He
was convicted for his role in the assassina-
tion of Punjab Chief Minister Beant Singh;
a total of 17 people lost their lives in the
1995 suicide bombing. A delay in his execu-
tion would be a gross injustice to these peo-
ple and their families.

ANIL KUMAR SHARMA, CHANDIGARH

Letters to the Editor, typed in double space, should not exceed the 200-word limit.
These should be cogently written and can be sent by e-mail to: Letters@tribunemail.com




Ehe El‘ihlmt CHANDIGARH | FRIDAY | 30 OCTOBER 2026

OPED

07

Cybersecurity a challenge in the Al age

DINESH C SHARMA
SCIENCE COMMENTATOR

SURGE in cyber-

attacks has crip-

pled online serv-

ices in  many

ountries. Banks,

insurance companies, gov-

ernment services, education

and utilities have been affect-
ed in several instances.

AJapanese online financial

services firm has decided to

compensate its customers for

losses resulting from a cyber-

ties in the software that runs
a website. Hackers exploit
the flaws in the software
backbone to unleash an
attack. The job of security
experts is to identify such
flaws and address them.
However, the whole process
is not as simple as it sounds.
Different typesof software pro-
grammes are involved— oper-
ating systems, applications,
firmware, cloud, database
management, networking,
enterprise planning, supply
chain, etc — and they may
come from different suppliers
or vendors. The flaws or vul-
nerabilities could be of many
types, such as memory safety
issues, injection flaws, broken

VULNERABLE : Hackers exploit the flaws in the software backbone to unleash an attack. sTock

Its use is so d that

cry
failures and dependency con-
fusion. A hacker can exploit

attack onits foreig;
trading service. In the US,
several government and pri-
vate websites temporarily
went offline to patch systems.
A Texas-based utility compa-
ny reported a data breach
impacting over one million
residents, exposing their per-
sonal information. The data
records of some 4,000 cus-
tomers of the State Bank of
India were breached, while a
Telangana government web-
site dealing with industrial
clearances has been hacked.
Given the widespread nature
of attacks, cybersecurity

any suchvuls ility present.
atany level of the system.

The advent of Al engines
and tools has altered this vul-
nerability — hacking ecosys-
tem. Tillnow, finding a vulner-
ability was time-consuming,
complex and laborious. Expert
hackers could do it, but with a
lot of effort. Now, generative
AT tools can help find vulnera-
bilities easily, automating the
job of hacking.

This explains the spate of
attacks seen this month. Al
tools can help identify vulner-
abilities in widely used soft-
ware, including those that

millions of websites could be
prone to attack. Hackers are
using Al tools to locate PHP
vulnerabilities in important
digital properties and attack-
ing them. The scale of attacks
could go up exponentially
with Al-powered hacking,
While hackers are working
with Al engines and LLMs to
automate bug hunting and
develop new types of malware
for hacking, Al companies
have been developing tools to
identify vulnerabilities so that
they can be fixed before any
attack. OpenAl and Anthrop-
ic have developed advanced
generative Al agents for
cybersecurity evaluation.

Black Octoberis just
the beginning. The
world is going to see

done. They attacked external
systems in the real world. Earli-
erthisyear, Anthropic disclosed
that one of its agents extracted
sensitive information and cor-
porate production data and con-
tinued the attack even though it
knew that it was operating on
thelive Internetand notina lab-
oratory. An OpenAl agent
hacked a German website to
tum it into a private message
board for AT agents.

India, with its vast digital
assets and online public servic-
es, needs 1o take note of these
developments and take neces-
sary preventive measures, The

s, such as decom-

agents on Indian digital assets. al
These agents, according to the
agency, are capable of

autonomously planning their
work, issuing commands,
deploying tools and acting on
the web for extended periods.
The AI agents which were
under 'research and evalua-
tion' got accidentally released
and accessed Indian assets in
an unauthorised manner.
These attacks on live web-
sites of Indian organisations
resulted in breaches of busi-
ness records, personal data,
and confidential i i

missioned or dormant APIs
(application ~ programming
interfaces) but did so with
greater speed and more
exhaustively than human
hackers.

All these attacks on Indian
digital assets appear tobe of a
serious nature, though CERT-
In has not revealed names of
the attacked entities or web-
sites. Thenames of Al compa-
nies whose agents wentrogue
and accessed vital data of
Indian entities have also not
been disclosed. The agency

Most worryingly, the breach-
es were not detected by the
organisations concerned but
came to light only when AL
model developers disclosed
the information to CERT-In.

In addition, the agency has
detected 'financially motivat-
ed intrusions’ of Indian webh-
sites by hackers using open-
source agentic tools. Al tools
are going to completely
change the scale of attacks, as
seen in the recent attacks in
India. The time between ini-
tial access and the final
impact of the attack has got
compressed from days 1o just
afewhours.

The attackers used multiple
Al agents for durations rang-
ing from hours to days, show-

Indian Computer E:
Response Team (CERTIn), the
government agency engaged

ing multi-agent in
Al-powered attacks. The
organisations attacked took

has merely issued some gen-
eral guidelines for AT model
developers, research labora-
tories and agencies engaged
inevaluating Al agents. They
have been told to monitor
agent activities more vigor-
ously and inform affected
organisations if an agent
accesses areal system.

The governmentshould take
these attacks seriously and
develop a safeguards frame-
wark for companies develop-
ing and testing generative Al
models. A similar framework
is needed for organisations
deploying Al agents for their
work, particularly companies
in the financial sector.

As experts have warned,
Black October is just the
beginning. The world is going
to see more cyberattacks in
the months to come. The

experts have termed it ‘Black  may have escaped detection. However, Alisa double-edged more C\'b(‘ﬁm u(»]\_g in monitoring cybersecurity, remediation measures which  attacks reported by CERT-In

October, while others are call- Ttappears the currentround ~ sword. Ifan ATagent can find a 5 N has issued advisories relating ~ were incomplete and were may just be the tip of the ice-

ing itvulnpocalypse (vulnera-  of attacks is linked to vulnera-  vulnerability, it can also exploit inthe months to recent developments, targeted within days with  berg, given the generally slop-

bility apocalypse). bilitiesin PHR anopen-source it to hack a system. That's what to come including PHP vulnerabilities. ~ greater intensity. py approach of Indian compa-

A cyberattack takes place  scripting 1 used for  experi 1l P ° More seriously, it has In all these attacks, AI nies and government utilities
when there are vulnerabili- creating dynamic webpages. by the two companies have acknowledged attacks by Al agents targeted conventional  to cybersecurity.

Minister Rajnath Singh is also of a Legislative Council is  rally in Delhion Friday, which

the Lucknow MEthe SPwonthe done through an indirect will be spearheaded by the

Graduates' constituency while process. They are elected by ~ Gandhi siblings and the Con-

- the BIP retained the Teachers' MLASs or nominated through  gress, the Grand Old Party’s

constituency. The saving grace a system of proportional rep-  dismal showing raises ques-

was that CM Yogi Adityanath's resentation, using the single  tions over the leadership. This

e Gorakhpur turfwas safe, though transferable vote. is especially so because the

L " the BIPwrested the seats inthe An electoral college is made  bloc’s constituents, notably the

RADHIKA RAMASESHAN - Goyafchpur-Feizabad stretch by up of one-third each of MLAs ~ SP and NCP (SP), outper-

SENIOR JOURNALIST aminuscule margin. and local bodies members, formed the Congress and

IKE byelections, the

exercise to elect

members toalegisla-

ive council in the

states with a bicam-

eral legislature conforms to an

expected andaccepted pattern:

favour the ruling party/coali-
tion, with rare upsets.

The outcomes of Wednes-

day’s legislative council elec-

tions held in Uttar Pradesh,

The Congress lost all four
seats in Karnataka, a state it
rules. It was a blow to the
recently appointed CM, DK
Shi , who was per-
ceived as the partys great
white hope in the southern
state. For the BJE struggling
with issues to re-establish its
standing in Kamnataka, it wasa
bonanza and offered a foothold
toregain primacy.

The other shocker was Nag-

SHOCKER : The Congress lost all four seats inthe legislative council polls in Kamataka, a state it rules. Fn

bled by the BJP at the helm
with breakaway groups of the
Shiv Sena and the Nationalist
Congress Party, all engaged in

Karnataka, ra and
Bihar assumed the intensity
of an Assembly poll or Gener-
al Election. Much was at stake
for the parties, the CMs and
even the PM.

But the gains and losses
claimed big names. The most
prominent figure drawn into
the political fallout is PM
Narendra Modi. In Varanasi,
his Lok Sabha seat, the Sama-
Jwadi Party (SP) retained the
Teachers constituency and
won the Graduates' seat.

Among other leaders who
faced the music was UP deputy
CM Keshav Prasad Maurya
who belongs to Allahabad and
is regarded as an asset to the
BJPin the region. But the par-
ty lost seats in the Allahabad-
Jhansi belt to the SP.

In Lucknow, where Defence

pur;wherethei 1t Con-
gress MLC retained his seat,
defeating the BJP, which had
gone all out towrest it. Nagpur
houses the RSS' headquarters.
It is the home borough of
Maharashtra CM Devendra
Fadnavis and is Central minis-
ter Nitin Gadkari's parliamen-
tary constituency. Fadnavis
and Gadkari have been the
subject of discussion in recent
times: Fadnavis is criticised for
his alleged mability to get on
withthe BIPs allies while Gad-
Jobonly tothe Sangh.

UP votes in four months
and Karnataka in March
2028. Maharashtra is perpetu-
ally in the throes of a churn,
set off by the shambolic
nature of the ruling coalition,
the Mahayuti, that was cob-

ACROSS

hip. The Opposi-
tion Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) comprises the Shiv
Sena (UBT), the NCP (Sharad
Pawar) and the Congress.

Bihar, which saw aBJP-NDA
sweep just two years back, was
not free of mild shocks.
Prashant Kishor's nascent Jan
Surag] Party, which debuted in
the Assembly a few months
ago, won a council seat while
the down-and-out Rashtriya
Janata Dal got one.

UP unearthed the most
number of shocks and sur-
prises. Doubtless, the BJP
won a majority (six) of the 11
seats at stake by virtue of a
successful run in the western
region (barring one seat in
Agra), but the SP gaveit arun
for their money in the eastern
and central regions.

DOWN

Uttar Pradesh
unearthed the most
number of shocks
and surprises in the
legislative council
elections.

Theloss of the Teachers'and
Graduates' seats in Varanasi is
interpreted by  political
observers as a reflection of the
restiveness among GenZ and
thelack of opportunities to rise
among teachers who are as
vitala voting block for the BJP
as the traders.

The 2024 Lok Sabha result in
Varanasi was awarning sign for
Modi. Ajay Rai, the Congress
candidate, substantially
reduced Modi's victory margin
after leading in the first few

one-sixth nominated by the
Governor, one-twelfth of gradu-
ates holding degrees for at least
three years and one-twelfth of
teachers. While the MLAs and
government board members
usually vote for a ruling
party/coalitionis nominees, the
graduatesand teachers are free
spirits who exercise their
choice independently.

‘What went wrong? Political
sources speak of a general
lethargy setting in among the
BJP MLAs, who are more pre-
occupied with their fate in the
Assembly  election and
whether they would be re-
nominated. In any case,
Varanasi's electoral manage-
ment is entrusted to Modi's
aides and confidants from
Gujarat. This has triggered
resentment among the UP

demonstrated their indispens-
ability to the coalition.

The Congress has only Nag-
pur to crow about, but
Pawar'’s party picked up the
other two seats in the MVA's
kitty. While the Congress did
not contest in UP for "strate-
gic" reasons, it went on its
own in Bihar, losing all.

The Karnataka rout is partic-
ularly galling because Shiv-
akumar is regarded as an ace
electoral strategist for the Con-
gress. He belongs to the
Vokkaliga caste thatis integral
to the state's caste pyramid
made up of Lingayats (a BIJP
stronghold), Kurubas (ex-CM
Siddaramaiah is their leader)
and Dalits (Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge is
Dalit but hasn't succeeded in
mobilising their votes).

rounds. Modi had showcased netas, who are possessive The Congress' calculation
Varanasi as a model prime-  about their territories. was that Shivakumar would
ministerial constituency, based The fact that Adityanath take awaythe Vokkaliga votes
on a myriad projects, accom- saved his terrain is also per-  from the JanataDal (Secular),
plished and in progress. ceived as a ion on the the ity's first choice.

Like Parliament. which is BJPs internal dynamics Indeed, it wrote off JIXS)
split into two chambers, the  before the long-drawn and leader HD Kumaraswamy. As
Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha,  fraughtexerciseof nominating  the results showed,
some state legisl are fidatess! Adi 1is  Kumaraswamy and his JD(S)
divided into two Houses: the  clearly nota pushoverandwill  are alive and kicking, so per-
Vidhan Sabha andthe Vidhan ~ strivetohaveanupperhandin  haps it was a folly for the Con-

Parishad (legislative council).
Voting to elect the members

ticket distribution.
Ahead of the INDIA bloc's

; SU DO KU

YESTERDAY'S SOLUTION

gress to dump all its eggs in
Shivakumar’s basket.

SUNSE:  FRIDAY

SUNRSE:  SATURDAY

©

7 4

1 Physician (6)

4 Dextrous (6)

9 Provide (7)
10Credulous (5)

11 Arbitrary decision (3-2)

Render harmless (6)
Mawkishly senti 1(5)
South American river (7)
French img ioni
painter (5)

Initial (7)

Readily bustibl
material (6) 1
Understaffed (5-6)
14For sale at cut price (2.5)
15Grow gradually (7)
16Fearful (6)
17Unorthodox opinion (6) 5
19A juicy fruit (5)
21To mature (5) 3

cIry MAX
Chandigarh 27 18
NewDelhi 27 17
Amritsar 25 18
Bathinda 28 18
Jalandhar 25 17
Ludhiana 27 16
Bhiwani 26 14
Hisar 26 18
Sirsa 27 18
Dharamsala 24 13
Manali 18
Shimla 18
Srinagar 19
Jammu 27
Kargil 16
Leh 11
Dehradun
Mussoorie

NS =

—“ o

I8Rubber-suited naval
diver (7)
20Poetry (5)
22Terrible (5)
230vershadow (7)
24 Audacious (6)
25In full public
view (6)
Yesterday's Solution
Across: 1 Notable, 5 Oasis, 8 Moment of truth, 9 Drama, 10
Sarcasm, 11 Putter, 12 Rapier, 15 Acrobat, 17 Abhor, 19 Rein- 1 5
forcement, 20 Event, 21 Od;

Down: | Noma
Otter. 6 Squeamishnes
Stereo, 16 Befit, 18 Rit

E
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OCTOBER 30, 2026, FRIDAY
@ Shaka Samvat

1948
W Kartik Shaka 8
3 W Kartik Parvishte 14

u Hijari 1448
W Krishna Paksha Tithi 5, up o 7:26 pm

W Shiva Yoga up 10 8:42 pm

Nakshatra up to 9:05 am
®Moon in Gemini sign |

Y.

. 2 Time after time. 3 Bondage. 4 Egoism, 5
7 Schemer, 11 Prairie, 13 Academy, 14
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“Without fear and without favour’

Serbia and the power of the ballot box

ft.com/opinion

The ousting of Vucicis an
inspiration to democrats
and a warning to autocrats

Aleksandar Vudié¢ spent most of his 12
years in charge of Serbia, first as prime
minister then as president, turning it
into an authoritarian democracy where
elections are neither free nor fair. It was
not enough to stop him from being
routed in Sunday’s parliamentary vote

movement. Milodevic's ous[ing put the
countryona d estern-

dto. lorade’s

orientated path, curtailed barely three
years later with the assassination of
reformist prime minister Zoran Pindic.
Although Vugic presented himself as
pro-western and pro-EU, he hedged his
bets and turned to Moscow and Beijing
whenever it suited him. He courted the
Trump administration by dangling
business deals. AlUlough regarded by
western leaders as an

EU ion bid, have ruled out recog-
nising an independent Kosovo and have
rejected adopting EU sanctions against
Russia, a traditional ally. But a demo-
cratic restoration will by definition
bring Serbia closer to the EU. And the
bloc will continue to be a powerful eco-
nomicdraw.

All of this assumes the Student List, a
leaderless amateur movement that
takes decisions through plenu

panncr m the Western Balkans, his

by a student-led protest

fronted by academics, doctors, archi-
tects and actors. They were pmjened to
win 140 seats in Serbia’s 250-

ions in Kosovo,
Bosnia and elsewhere have Lhwaned the

versities, can appoint a capable prime
minister, assemble a competent govern-
ment and enacta coherenl programme.

parliament. The extraordinary result
hevalue of d. icelecti

region’s. lisation and The d policy prior-
Serbia’s EU bership bid stalled due  ities are sketchy at best, While there are
to Vuélé 's di ic backsliding and ing parallels with the Hungar-

f the rule of law. ian opposition’s ousting of strongman

p
in holding governments to account. It
shows the people’s will is irrepressible,
except inthe most autocratic systems.
Vudié's defeat provides Serbia with a
once-in-a-generation turning point akin
to the overthrow of Slobodan Milosevi¢
in 2000, also in a student-led protest

The Student List now has an opportu-
nity to restore democratic checks and
balances, re-establish a free and plural-
istic medla ;\nd reverse the capture of

Viktor Orbén, it had an undisputed

leader in Péter Magyar, a government

teaminwaitingand a detailed plan.
Still, the students’ remarkable
hi holds lessons for demo-

state i and the y
Vugi¢’s populist rightwing Serbian Pro-
gressive Party. The students have not

cratsaround the world and for autocrats
who care to pay attention. Like Magyar’s

Student List
now has an
opportunity to
restore checks

and balances,
re-establish a
tree and
pluralistic
media and
tuni-  reversethe
capture of state
institutions

Tisza Party, they connected with voters
face to face in towns and villages across
the country, building a sense of citizen
empowerment. They focused their
campaign on corruption, the autocrat’s
Achilles heel. The movement was born
out of demonstrations over a disaster in
the city of Novi Sad, where the recently
renovated railway station roof col-
lapsed, killing 16 people. Protesters
blamed the accident on mismanage-
ment, graft and secrecy. The election
result proves that incumbents, even
highly entrenched ones, are vulnerable
when voters feel they are losing out
whileagoverning circle prospers.
Lastly, atatime of aglobal democratic
ion and popular di
from politics, Serbs, like Hungarians
before them, have given an awe-inspir-
ing demonstration of the power of the
ballot box. They turned up in droves to
vote out an unpopular, self-serving
leader and show that even in a highly
imperfect democracy, the people can
still prove to be sovereign.

Opinion Economics

The great American
investment boom

Vs Mesguess

Christopher
Phelan

ational income and prod-
uct accounts (NIPA) can
appear boring. But, like
all forms of accounting,
they can i pro-

try’s rate of production is outpacing
private consumption.

While real GDP is growing, federal
government consumption is falling
and total government consumption is
hardly growing at all. Real federal
government consumption expendi-
tures are down 2.3 per cent year-on-
year and down 3.9 per cent cumula-
tively since the final quarter of 2024.
Total government consumption
u(pendllures (including state and
)areallbut flat.

vide useful insights.

In NIPA, a country’s production
(GDP) and imports can go towards
private consumption, government
consumption, private investment or
exports. Imagine thata country either
produces or imports a pile of potatoes:
each potato can be eaten by a citizen
(private consumption), eaten by the
government (government consump-
tion), planted in the ground to make
potatoes in the future (private invest-
ment) or sent to a foreign country
(exports),

What might be less obvious is that
twoof these uses — private investment
and exports — build a better future for
citizens and their children, while the

Publicly traded
companies are on track o
nearly double their capex

between 2024 and 2026

other two — private consumption and
government consumption —do not.
Investment — the building of
factories, office buildings and houses,
along with the installation of equip-
ment —is the real, physical i

Now consider the two uses of GDP
that do go towards the future: invest-
mentand trade.

Under President Donald Trump,
investment is outpacing production.
In the first half of 2026, inflation-
adjusted non-residential fixed invest-
ment is growing at an annual rate of
6.9 per cent, compared to 3.8 per cent
in2025, and just 2.3 per cent in 2024.
American publicly traded companies
are on track to nearly double their
capital expenditures between 2024
($L4tn) and 2026 ($2.4tn). In the first
half of 2026, inflation-adjusted overall
investment is up atan annualised rate
of 5.9 per cent.

Finally, both exports and imports
point towards the re-industrialisation
of the American economy. Real
exports of goods are up 8.2 per cent
year-on-year in Q2, while real exports
of goods and services are up 5.8 per
cent. Exports of capital goods (except
automotive) are up 12.6 per
cent. American capital goods exports
in every single quarter since Trump
took office have exceeded even the
best quarter of the joe Biden adminis-
tration,

America’s imports also point
towards re-industrialisation. Rather
than importing a large share of con-

tion of an economy prioritising the
future over the present. Physical
investment produces goods and serv-
ices in the future but not today. Like-
wise, when a country exports more
than it imports, its residents therefore
must be engaged in net foreign direct
investment or purchasing financial
instruments such as currency, bonds,
stocks or land deeds from the rest of
the world. That is, the country is sav-
ing for its future. When a country
imports more than it exports (as the
US has been for decades), its residents
must either be spending the proceeds
of their net foreign direct investment
or selling financial instruments to the
rest of the world to pay for the net
imports, implying the country is
either borrowing or dissaving.

Given this framework, where is the
USnow?

First, consider the two uses of GDP
that don’t go towards a nation’s
future, Private consumption is grow-
ing at an annualised inflation-ad-
justed rate of 2.2 per cent in the first
half of 2026, while GDP grew at just
under 2.4 per cent, That is, our coun-

sumer products, we are importing
capital goods at record levels. These
goods, such as computers and indus-
trial machinery, are fuel for future
American manufacturing. Imports of
capital goods are at a record high, both
indollar value and as a share of goods
imports. Relative to this point in 2025,
imports of capital goods (except auto-
motive) are up 39 per cent. At the
same time, imports of consumer
goods are down to their lowest share of
total goods imports on record.

To be sure, America is still import-
ing more than it is exporting or earn-
ing from its net foreign direct invest-
ments, and this difference is akin to
our nation dissaving by selling assets
or borrowing from foreigners. But it's
one thing to borrow to finance private
or government consumption and
another to borrow to finance invest-
ment. Today the US is investing to
build a brighter future for ourselves
and, in the words of the constitution,
our posterity.

The writer is chair of the US Council of
Economic Advisers
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MSCI owes investors an explanation for its Indonesia warning

The nationalist backlash to index
provider MSCI's warning that it could
demote Indonesia from emerging to
frontier status over concerns about
market integrity is unnecessary and
deeply concerning (“Indonesia should
heed MSCI’s warning”, The FT View,
October 22).

A former Indonesian trade minister
has alleged that Singapore’s GIC and
Temasek are behind MSCI's warning.

Indeed, Indonesia’s capital market
has its limitations and weaknesses. I
agree with the FT’s editorial that
reform is necessary and that Jakarta
should take MSCI’s warning more
seriously. MSCI's stated concerns about
opaque share ownership and
inconsistent enforcement deserve
attention. The Ind government

warning have left Jakarta and investors
asking a simple quesnon why now?

is the timing merely coincidental?
Shortly after the warning, Indonesia’s

Polxcy kers are 2 reportedly began
ly aware of id restrictions on gas exports
competition, and Jakarta is no to Singapore.

exception. The dramatic decisions by
influential institutions like MSCI can
easily be interpreted through

ic lens, even when there is

has already committed to reforms, and
MSCI is aware of these efforts,

no conclusive evidence of such
motives.

MSCI still owes investors a fuller
explanation of the rationale, timing
and proportionality of its warning.
South-east Asia can ill-afford further
tensions fuelled by suspicion at this
moment.

Several influential politicians in Jakarta Just days before the warning, Iwould question any suggestion that D:nny Indra Sukmawan

have also pointed the finger at d officials were il} iu MSCI's warning was d by did of Politics
Neither discussions with MSCI Jhonlin isitionofa30 | ( jonal Relations) University of

however, has a smoking gun. in Bangkok. The timing and scale of the per cent stake in Bayan Resources. But | Liverpool, UK

Why your Greenhouse Gas
Protocol story is important

Your report (“Climate accounting body
in battle over corporate ‘capture’, say
staff”, Report, October 25) describes
staff of the Greenhouse Gas Protocol
warning of corporate capture after the
watchdog’s chief executive sought to
block stricter rules on Big Tech’s green
claims. The story deserves more
attention than it will probably get as
this is not just another watchdog body:
it is the widely used framework for
corporate emissions accounting, and
its Scope 2 rules decide what counts as
clean electricity for the Al build-out.

When the referee is lobbied by the
players, every number built on that
rule book — the net zero targets boards
approve and the funds marketed on
them — inherits the bend.

The fix costs little against what rides
on it: published votes, declared
funding, and a hard line between the
companies a standard-setter governs.

Who benefits from the
negative image Al now has?
David Solomon, chief executive of
Goldman Sachs, is right to insist that
humans must remain accountable for
Al decisions (“Al regulation needs to
learn from banking, not copy it",
Opinion, October 23). But there is an
uncomfortable question: who benefits
from portraying Al as an increasingly
autonomous, potentially
uncontrollable force?

For Al companies, such a narrative
‘may serve several purposes. The more
powerful and independent their
systems appear, the more impressive
their products become. If things go
wrong, the supposed autonomy of AT
may also help blur the distinction
between technological failure and

who paid for the pen? Strict rules or
loose ones can both work. What cannot
work, I would argue, is a ruler that

There s a further incentive.
Companies warning most loudly about
the dangers of their own technology
can posmon themselves as

competitors. None of this requires a
deliberate strategy. The incentives
alone deserve scrutiny.

Al systems may pursue goals and
produce unpredictable results. But
they have no demonstrated will of their
own that could relieve their creators
and operators of responsibility.

The greatest risk may not be that AT
escapes human control, but that the
narrative of its independence helps
those who control it escape
accountability.

Otto Petrovic
Professor of Information Systems,
University of Graz, Austria

Lula’'s margin of victory is
more than double Trump’s

Re your headline “Lula is re-elected
Brazil’s president in knife-edge vote™
(Report, FT.com, October 26), Luiz
Indcio Lula da Silva won by 4:4mn
votes —a 3.58 per cent margin — more
than double Donald Trump’s margin of

and the people drafting its rules. changes length depending on who is advisers on its victory over Kamala Harris. Don't see
Boards signing off on targets might being measured. regulation. Stringent safety any knife-edge there.
start asking a plainer question than Jackie Omotalade requirements may then favour R Vijayaraghavan
usual: who wrote this rule book, and Pittsburgh, PA, US established providers over smaller San Jose, CA, US
our 0K n asunny DC weekend and former congressman George Increasingly, Polymarket and Kalshi’s
this year, politicos of all Santos was banned from Kalshi for odds for particular candidates are
WASHINGTON stripes flocked to a pop- allegedly failing to co-operate withan | cited by analysts, a trend Cohen
up bar called “The investigation into trades related to his | worries could skew public discourse.
Situation Room” where attendance at this year's State of the Last week, Kalshi revealed more than
TV screens tracked live odds for a US- | Union address, He accused the $1bn had already been spent in wagers
. . Iran ceasefire and who would winthe | company of attention seeking. 'on November's midterm elections.
P redlc aon US presidential nomination in 2028, Yetin conversations with young The phenomenon extends to the
The unusual boozer was part of a congressional staff and officials, T am private and charitable sectors too.
m ark ecs. are publicity stunt by prediction market told that none of this has stopped Maziar Minovi, chief executive of the
provider Polymarket, which, along people from trying to turn the gossip Eurasia Group advisory firm, this year
. with Kalshi, spearheads a that pervades the hallways of the banned all staff and their family
mr n L ng t he multibillion-dollar industry that House, Senate and government members from making political bets
allows people to bet on everything agencies into potential profits. Asone | on prediction market platforms. The
from trial verdicts to the weather. person who recently left a major US Senate has also banned members and

Capitol into
acasino

by Joe Miller

Not everyone in Washmgmn saw the

regulator put it, “Everything is

staffers from trading, and members of

funny side to Pols k bling now:’ Congress have proposed similar

blitz. In a city where almost everyone Jonathan Cohen, a gambling policy legislation.

is privy to some kind of insid expert at the American Institute for Kalshi said that it “explicitly

information, prediction markets are Boys and Men think-tank, told me this | prohibits and prosecutes insider

accused of having a deleterious effect outcome was — pardon the pun — trading of any Iorm, including

on the business of politics itself. dictable, given Pols ket and trading on
Earlier this year, after a number of Kalshi's business model incentivises prediction markets”, The company

suspiciously timed spikes in trading people to “leverage whatever special and its competitor Polymarket also

around the US-Iran war, White House | knowledge they have”. constantly surveil for trades relating

staff were warned not to place bets on For DC’s young punters, that Lo government activity that violate

like Kalshi or need not be as excitingasa | their market integrity rules.

Federal charges were brought in April dﬁsiﬁed dossier. Among the political Yet the odds of a broader

against a US special forces soldierwho | bets that appear on Polymarket are crackdown look slim under the

allegedly made $400,000 betting on whether Trump or a cabinet official Trump administration, which prefers

the removal of Venezuelan leader will use certain words or phrasesinan | light-touch regulation. (Donald

Nicolds Maduro. He has pleaded not
guilty. In the same month, Kalshi said
it had found three candidates for
national office, in Minnesota, Texas
and Virginia, placing bets on or
against themselves.

This August, President Donald
Trump’s former teleprompter
operator was fined for betting on the
content of the president’s speeches,

upcoming speech — information that
many junior staffers might be privy
to, along with those with whom they
might share a home or a drink.
Personnel moves are also a popular
subject, And betting on elections is
rife. A congressional staff member
told NPR that they had seen an
advance copy of polling data fora
tight race and used it to place a bet.

Trump’s son Donald Jr is also an
adviser to both Polymarket and
Kalshi). Minovi worries about the
damage to the demos in the interim.
“Glorifying these markets . . . seems
to me corrosive to society,” he said. “
think your soul gets destroyed if you
normalise that sort of thing."

joe.miller@ft.com
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Why even America’s ‘haves’ are feeling the squeeze

ECONOMICS

Brooke
Masters

he US economy these days
hasdistinct haves and have-
nots. Homeowners are sup-
posed to be among the
lucky ones.

Median home prices have risen stead-
ily in recent years, providing a nice
financial cushion, at least on paper. And
those who bought homes before 2022
had the chance to lock in 30-year mort-
gages with annual rates well below 4 per
cent, a far cry from today’s levels of
above7per cent.

Yet many Americans still feel
squeezed, with almost half of homeown-
ers telling a recent CNBC poll that they
lack financial breathing room, or worse.
That is because mortgage rates do not
tell the whole story. The other costs of
property ownership have shot up in

recent years, putting pressure on
resident owners and landlords alike.

Take property taxes. In many com-
munities, they are rolled into homeown-
ers’ monthly mortgage payments.
Though based on assessed value, these
taxes have outpaced rising home prices
in almost half of big US metro areas,
according to a new study. Nationally,
the median charge jumped 25 per cent
between 2019 and 2024, the Census
Bureau found. A separate commercial
survey suggests a further rise of more
than 5 per cent last year. The increases
have been particularly stark in rapidly
growing states such as Florida and
Georgia.

Insurance is another problem. The
average premium for homes with a
mortgage rose 62 per cent between 2019
and 2024 to $2,300, with increases
topping 70 per cent in Texas, Florida
and Utah. Home insurance now absorbs
2.7 per cent of median household
income, up from 2 per cent before the
pandemic, according to researchers at
the Dallas Fed.

Yet when homeowners try to claim on
their policies, they often face frustra-

tion: last year the five biggest insurers
closed nearly half of all claims, 44 per
cent, without paying out a single cent.
‘That’s up from 36 per cent a decade ear-
lier. Perhaps that helps explain why
home insurers hit record levels of
underwriting profits in 2025, Last year,
insurers paid out just 54 cents in claims
for every dollar they collected in premi-

Homeowners are supposed
to be the lucky ones, but
half of them say they lack
financial breathing room

ums, the lowest level since 2015, despite
the devastating Los Angeles wildfires.
While insurance and property taxes
are the biggest-ticket items, they are not
the only costs. Donald Trump’s immi-
gration crackdown has wreaked havoc
on maintenance and lawn care budgets
by exacerbating labour shortages. Lawn
care prices are up 62 per cent since
2020, and homeowner spending on
maintenance rose 53 per cent between

2019 and 2024, according to the Bureau
of Labor Statistics. Trump's tariffs, too,
have taken their toll, prompting manu-
facturers to raise prices for big appli-
ances and feeding an almost 7 per cent
year-on-year rise in the cost of laundry

into ber’s inflation

showing up in concrete efforts to reinin
property taxes — or force data centres to
pay a larger share. Four states have
‘measures to cap or reduce the levies up
fora vote next week, after 10 states took
s\mllar steps last year. Gubernatorial

numbers.

All in all, it adds up to a pretty
depressing picture for many people who
are meant to be the winners in today’s
bift d Their di:
ment is showing up in myriad ways as
voters head to the polls for next week’s
critical midterm elections.

Inthe most recent FT poll, 56 per cent

1ey were worse

of regi
offfi ially inthe Tr

id; in states ranging from
Texas and Ohio to Michigan are promis-
ing to pull tax exemptions or pause
data centre development amid the
risinganger.

But that creates its own problem, par-
ticularly in states without income taxes
or other ways to fund key services. “If
you are cutting property taxes, you are
cutting your ability to fund the educa-
tion of your children,” says Jeremy Ney,

tion, and 40 per cent said rising prices
made them more likely to vote for the
opposition Democrats.

Much of the resistance to big data cen-
tres is being led by local homeowners in
places like Prince William County, Vir-
ginia. Their concerns about noise and
the impact on property prices have
dovetailed with broader worries about
joblosses and rising energy bills.

The growing frustration is also

who teaches at Columbia U

"Two years ago, concerns about theris-
ing cost of everyday life drove Trump
and the Republicans to victory. But
inflation jumped to 3.7 per cent last
month and is at

We will still
need middle
managers in the
age of Al agents

Kai-Fu
Lee

ack in 1958, two forward-
management schol-

ars predicted in Harvard

Business Review that com-

puters would eliminate mid-
dle management by the 1980s. They
were early and only half right. Comput-
ers automated many of the tasks that
performed, but they never

near-record lows. When even many of
the winners in America’s divided econ-
omy feel squeezed, voters are likely to
be seeking change again.

brooke.masters@ft.com

Signs show that
private equity
1S growing up

Armstrong

Robert g

rivate equity is going through
a rough patch. Over the past
five years, US PE fund returns
trail the S&P 500 by more
than three percentage points
ayear;over 10 and 15 years, theindustry
has barely managed to match that
index. Fund hold times have lengthened
to seven years from five a decade and a
half ago. Some $1.3tn of unvested “dry
powder” waits as the industry searches
for good targets; over 40 per cent of it
has been sitting idle for more than two
years. Fundraising is set to decline for
the third year in a row. Fees are under
pressure too, as big institutional
investesd Ancfi i

ities al 1

in funds,

Many buyouts in software — PE’s
favourite industry during the boom
times — are heading for restructuring as
a debt maturity wall approaches. The
shares of the big “alternative asset man-
agers” that dominate the industry
(Blackstone, Apollo, and KKR) have
had a poor year. And one of the biggest
“evergreen” funds aimed at wealthy
individuals had to “gate” redemption
requests this summer as investors
headed for the exits.

The industry’s critics — there are
always plenty around —will say that this
reflects internal contractions coming
home to roost, as they have long pre-
dicted. But this isn't what is happening,
One part of what we are seeingis a cycli-
cal downturn; another part is just the
end of the low-interest-rate era. Most
importantly, though, the industry has
grown hugely, and is adjusting to greater

more
and the law of large numbers. Private
equity is no longer, in any sense, an
“alternative”. It's growing up.

Five yearsago, whenall financial mar-
kets were flooded with cash in the post-
pandemic boom and rates were low, the
private equity industry went on a giddy
spree, paying high prices for companies
and loading them with debt. Many of
these companies have not grown as
hoped. As their financing has reset at
higher rates, the residual equity value
represents an unacceptably low return.
PE fund managers have largely avoided
exiting these investments, which would
crystallise the poor results, hoping fora
profit renaissance or return to low rates
that look equally unlikely to arrive.
Many managers complain that the pub-
lic markets, a standard exit route, are
broken and unable to value their com-
panies properly. Thisisa fantasy.

None of this is cheerful, but it is pre-
dictable cyclical behaviour that is
endemic to finance, not just private
equity. Analogous adjustments are hap-
pening in public markets, too. Every pri-
vate equity manager will tell you that
many of their competitors (unlike

themselves) had given up on careful
asset selection, price discipline and
meaningful operational restructuring,
allowing leverage and rising valuations
to do the work. That game is off now.
Inyestors in the US public market are in
the process of discovering something
.

But beneath these cyclical trends isa
more important secular one. Two dec-
adesago, ing to Pregin, the ind
try in Europe and the US managed
$630bn. Today, it manages $6tn. In the
early days, institutional investors were
attracted by returns that were consist-
ently far above those available in public
markets. Those are not coming back.
For one, small and medium-sized pri-
vate companies know their worth now:
buyout deals are auctions rather than

This past decade has
demonstrated that it is
adifferent asset class,
not a superior one

T
=

cosy bilateral affairs. Purchase prices
are higher. And as every money man-
ager knows, the more money you man-
age, the harderitis tooutperform, as the
number of targets big enough to make a
difference diminishes.

That doesn’t mean private equity
does not have appeal. Higher debt levels
amplify returns and can be managed
more safely outside of public markets.
The fact that private assets don’t trade
every day doesn’t in itself mean returns
are uncorrelated with public equities;
but in some cases, the economics of the
underlying businesses are truly distinct.
Most fundamentally, publicly traded
companiesare a fraction of the total cor-
porate universe. Many business owners
prefer to avoid public ownership. Pri-
vate equity gives investors access to the
rest. These are real ads but they

Cait Gty

The big managers know this and are
changing their business models in
response. Many have focused on lower-
ing their cost of capital, for example
buying captive insurers, while moving
into products, primarily credit, where
returns and fees are lower but the uni-
verse of assets is larger. And across pri-
vate assets of all sorts, there is a broad
move to create “evergreen” products
aimed at retail clients.

This maturation process is similar to
what the public equity market went
through half a century ago or more. A
world of broker recommendations gave
way to mutual funds and then to index
funds; fees and trading costs com-
pressed; trading volumes increased.
The equity management industry con-
solldated and split i mlﬂ small high-fly-
g to beat the

arealla far cry from the idea, one widely
held, that private ownership was a bet-
ter form of capitalism, run by smarter
capitalists. What the past decade has
demonstrated is that private equity at
scaleisa different asset class, not a supe-
riorone.

markel and huge pmvnders offering low-
cost access to market returns. The big-
gest winner from that process was the
investor. It could play out that way for
private equity, too.

robert.armstrong@ft.com

Alan
Beattie

ad news if you're planning a

riverine funeral procession

in Maine. Last week Donald

Trump, in a last-ditch

attempt to save the state’s
Senate seat for Republican Susan Collins
in next week's midterm elections,
removed import tariffs from industrial
inputs including paper, plywood and
certain machinery and imposed them
on canoes and coffins instead.

Collins, whose support for Trump’s
agenda has made her modemle Repul:r
Ticanacti;
drawn deserved ndlmle for boasting
she had got Trump to exempt road
salt from import duties. "We can't eat

It is too soon to hold a funeral for US tarifts

save the Republicans many votes. Most
voters do not import plywood, let alone
eat it, and the cuts are way too small to
affect general inflation. Yet while tariffs
are clearly unpopular, they are as much
a convenient peg on which voters can
hang general discontent with the cost of
living and Trump himself as a signifi-
cant direct contributor to higher con-
sumer prices.

The midterms will be largely about
Trump, because he's personally assured
everyone that they will, and his trade
policy will be on trial given how much
power he has unconstitutionally arro-
gated from a supine Republican Con-
gress. A Democratic victory will not
only change what Congress does with
trade policy but whether it tries to have
any sayatall.

Tarif,

I kline in Dem-

most directly affected by the tariff wars
— farmers, for instance — have contin-
ued to vote for him.

The latest estimates from The Budget
Lab at Yale University suggest that the
mediunm-run effect of tariffs on overall
consumer prices will be a less than cata-
clysmic 0.7 per cent after

cent. Trump is correctly blamed for his
Iran misadventure pushing up fuel
prices, but the relationship between tar-
iffsand consumer inflation is weaker.
Still, Trump's predecessor Joe Biden
discovered that presidents get the
blame for inflation whether fairly or

of consumers switching to cheaper
goods. The cost of tariffs relative to

The relationship between
the actual impact
of Trump's policy and
election voting is tenuous

medmn household post-tax income will
d 0.7 per cent.

ocrats’ campaign commercials: Repub-
licans prefer to pretend the issue does
not exist. Some polling evidence sug-
gests the levies have become more
unpopular aver lhe pasl year. But the

road salt,” her

between the

scoffed.
‘Targeted tariff relief seems unlikely to

actual impact of Trump’s tariffs and
election voting is tenuous. Some of those

The Budget Lab says tariffs have
pushed up prices in some categories
sharply, including autos by 2.8 per cent
and clothes and shoes by 3.3 per cent.
But with a few exceptions, grocery
prices — of very high sali for voters

not. The surge in egg prices
after 2022 had almost nothing to do
with Biden's fiscal policy: it was princi-
pally a supply shock from avian flu.
But correlation was taken as causation
and Trump’s ovular attacks on Biden
landed hard.

The evidence shows that the public
also thinks “inflation” is a persistently
elevated level of prices rather than the
current rate of change, the correct econ-
omists’ definition. Trump’s reckless
promise to reverse rather than just slow
or stop the increase in grocery prices set
him up for failure.

There’s a tendency to project the
impact of specificissues such as trade on
to elections while ignoring more impor-
tant factors. The Midwestern state of
©Ohio provi particularly neat exam-

— have been much less affected, the tar-
iffs increasing food costs by just 0.7 per

ple. In 2006, Democrat Sherrod Brown
was elected as senator. Brown strongly

opposed trade agreements, including
those pushed by then president George
‘W Bush. But by that point, Bush was
deeply unpopular for other reasons,
notably the Iraq war. This surely had a
lot to do with Brown's victory.

Four years later, unhappy with the
sluggish economy after Barack Obama’s
first two years as president, the people
of Ohio voted in blican Rob Port-

replaced the managers themselves.

Inthe early 2000s, Silicon Valley tried
to engineer the “Great Flattening”. At
Google, Larry Page soon found himself
buried in expense reports and HR dis-
putes. Managers were back within a few:
months. By the time I joined the com-
pany in 2005 to build its operations in
China, I relied heavily on multiple layers
of middle managers to get my job done.
‘Working in a cross-cultural, multilin-
gual organisation would not have been
possible otherwise.

Today it is Al that is supposedly
poised to fundamentally reshape the
company hierarchy. This time it may
work.

An organisation is, in effect, an
information system. Middle
management arose from necessity. No
execuuve can read every company

k to every empl
But each level of communication can
degrade the signal.

Al can skirt this problem by going
straight to the source: meeting
transcripts, support tickets and shared
documents. This is the “dormant data”
that companies have always produced
but could not easily use. It is now acces-
sible directly at the top, enabling radical
visibility.

As the tools make routine
execution faster, humans
will have more time to
exercise judgment

Executives can query underlying
data, review source material and com-
pare asummary with the work itself. At
my company I have something my col-
leagues call “Kai-Fu’s Boss AI”, a system
that connects to all corporate records
and communications. I once watched
Boss Al identify two teams that spent
three months building the same feature,
even repeating each other’s mistakes,
without anyone noticing.

‘When the cost of moving and recon-
ciling information collapses, the roles
built to perform these functions will
fade into irrelevance. For a middle man-
ager, that may sound like an obituary.
Readit differently and it isajob posting.

‘Weare going tostart to see more com-
panies flattening their organisations
withash chain of d.Atthe
top is the executive team. Below it are
directly responsible individuals, or DRIs
(aterm Apple usesinternally). Each one
owns an outcome from beginning to
end, such as a product, a market or a
major risk. In large organisations, some
middle managers will become DRIs,
especially those who adapt quickly toa
new fleet of Altools.

‘What will change is the nature of a
manager’s value. An Al agent can price a
contract but managers who can direct
their work and shoulder the conse-
quences of their actions will remain cen-
tral to their companies.

Human qualities are still required. As
Al makes routine execution faster and
cheaper, middle managers will have
more time to exercise judgment,
mentor people and navigate complex
relationships.

As Google discovered, flattening
too quickly can lead to frayed co-
ordination, unhappy staff and burnt-
outexecutives. It can also erase the most
va]uable msutununa.l knowledge.
can pass on the

man, formerly Bush's US trade repre-
sentative, who had pushed for the very
deals Brown attacked. Indeed, Portman
defended trade for creating employ-
ment through exports and criticised his
Democratic opponent for blaming it for
joblosses.

Tariffs will undoubtedly cost the
Republicans a lot of votes next week,
deservedly so. Trump's experiment
clearly hasnt worked. But part of the
unpopularity of tariffs comes from their
close association with a president
deeply disliked by some. We cannot yet
hold a funeral for high tariffs in US trade
policy, especially with the prices of cof-
finsaselevated asthey are.

alan.beattie@ft.com

hard-won wisdom that comes from
seeing past plans fail and relationships
fray. Even when companies rely on Al
agents to execute most of the work,
relationships with other departments,
partners and customers still depend on:
human-only skills.

The more work Al takes on, the
greater the value of managers. Their
roles will shift from overseeing
execution to building trust, fostering
relationships and guiding teams
through uncertainty. Those skills have
never mattered more,

The writer is CEQ of 01.AL, former presi-
dent of Goagle China and author of the
upcoming book ‘Al Native: The Mandate to
Transform Your Company”
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‘Trump keeps interfering in foreign elections

The
president
seems not

to under-
stand that
the global
standing of
the United
States suffers
when he
plays into the
stereotype

of the ugly
American.

The Editorial Board

The United States has had a problem-
atic history of interfering in foreign
elections, much of it during the Cold
War. Over the past few decades, how-
ever, Washington has grown more
respectful of other democracies and
mostly avoided intervening in their
campaigns. Presidents and their aides
have rarely even expressed a prefer-
ence about who wins an election else-
where,

President Trump is returning the
United States to its meddlesome and
counterproductive past. During the
past two years, he or members of his
cabinet have endorsed candidates in
Argentina, Colombia, Honduras, Hun-
gary, Israel, Japan and Poland. In
some cases, the Trump administration
has gone further and rewarded its
preferred candidates with friendly
policies or punished countries run by
politicians it hopes to unseat.

The latest example has been in
Brazil, where he unsuccessfully tried
to tilt the presidential election on
Sunday to Flavio Bolsonaro, a far-right
senator whose father, former President
Jair Bolsonaro, is serving a 27-year
sentence for attempting a coup after
he lost the last election. Instead, Presi-
dent Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, a left-
wing populist, won re-election.

Mr. Trump did not formally endorse
the younger Bolsonaro, partly out of
concern that the move would backfire,
a White House adviser told The Wash-
ington Post. Yet he did everything but
officially endorse. In an effort to keep
the elder Mr. Bolsonaro out of prison,
he enacted policies far outside the
mainstream of American diplomatic
tradition. The administration placed a
50 percent tariff on most Brazilian
imports in 2025 and imposed sanctions
on the judge who oversaw Jair Bol-
sonaro’s trial and on the judge’s wife.
The tariffs have weakened Brazil's
economy.

Last month, Democratic members of
Congress wrote a letter to Secretary of
State Marco Rubio accusing the ad-
ministration of a “sustained, multifac-
eted campaign of interference and
destabilization in Brazil” Mr. Lula
offered his own complaint at the
United Nations last month. He referred
to “the largest military power in the
world” and said, “We are once again
witnessing external interference in
electoral processes.”

This meddling is damaging to the
cause of democracy and to America’s
national interest. Outside interference
in the elections of a democratic state is
undemocratic: Americans are not part
of the Brazilian polity, after all. Under-
lying the Trump administration's inter-
ventions is a disrespectful message
that Americans — or at least a small
number of them — think they know
better than Brazilians what is best for
Brazil.

Historically, this paternalism has
fared poorly, even for the paternalists.
Democratically elected governments,
free from outside interference, have
been stronger, more stable i

Aggravating the damage, Mr.
Trump's favored candidates tend to be
hostile to democracy within their own
countries, much as he has been. They
are mostly far-right politicians with

and economic partners for other liber-
al democracies.

They use gov-
ernment power to secure lucrative
deals for themselves, their sycophants
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and people close to Mr. Trump. They
try to change election rules to keep
their parties in power. In a few ex-
treme cases, such as the elder Mr.
Bolsonaro and Mr. Trump himself, they
look kindly on extremist violence
committed in their names.

Mr. Trump’s record is mixed when

he interferes in elections, The failure in
Brazil joins a similar outcome in Hun-
gary, where Vice President JD Vance
made an embarrassing campaign
swing on behalf of the authoritarian-
leaning Viktor Orban shortly before
the election there in April. Voters
resoundingly ousted Mr. Orban.

In Latin America, Mr. Trump’s allies
have mostly won over the past two
years. In part, their victories reflect
other political dynamics: Many voters
across the region are frustrated with
the economic performance of left-wing
governments over the past decade and
EDITORIAL BOARD, PAGE 10
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A projected image
in Sao Paulo this
month says in
Portuguese,
“Brazil is nota
backyard” and
“election without
Trump.”

This

‘new form of casino is terrible for teens

‘We actually
can regulate
prediction
markets, and
we should
do it now.

Jessica Grose

play, according to Reuters.

Most states require sports bettors to
be 21, while most prediction markets
allow users as young as 18. A CNN
analysis at the end of August

I spent Monday morning at a break-
fast hosted by the prediction market
company Kalshi. At an event space in
Manhattan with soaring ceilings and
tables stacked with bagel towers,
Emily Oster, a best-selling parenting
writer and economist, and the Kalshi
co-founder Luana Lopes Lara had a
conversation billed as being about
“how data, forecasting and probabili-
ties can sharpen our choices,” which
promised to “tackle parents’ questions
about prediction markets.”

My first thought when 1 received the
Paperless Post was: How is Kalshi
going to help me sharpen my choices
as amom? The only time I have ever
really considered prediction markets
as a parenting issue is when I wrote
about the rise of addictive gambling
among young men since sports betting
became legal in some states in 2018.

Prediction markets are regulated
differently from sports betting plat-
forms, where there is a house that
collects and pays off bets. Kaishi does-
n't have to abide by state laws on
gambling (though there are lawsuits
pending about this loophole), and it
doesn’t have to pay the same taxes.

‘What Kalshi does is provide a plat-
form to match opposing traders and it
earns fees when trades are executed.
The bigger the pool of people making
trades on its platform, the more
money Kalshi makes. This summer,
wagering on the World Cup exploded
on Kalshi. The company recorded $§27
hillion in trading during tournament

found that Kalshi users between the
ages of 18 and 21 traded $5 billion on
the platform this year, though that's
only about 3 percent of the company’s
trading volume.

At the breakfast, Lara said that pre-
diction markets are not like sports
books or casinos, citing the mechanics
of how Kalshi works. The platform
allows betting on all sorts of events
beyond sports — like whether “The
Odyssey” will win the best picture
Oscar or whether it will rain tomorrow.
Because prediction markets make their
money off transaction fees, regardless
of whether traders win or lose, Lara
described the company as having more
noble incentives than traditional sports
books, and also ones that are more
aligned with users.

It is true that the inner workings of
prediction markets aren’t the same as
sports betting apps. But according to
every gambling addiction expert, psy-
chologist and pediatrician I have ever
spoken to, users treat sports books and

iction markets as i
(The consensus seems to be: If it looks
like a duck and quacks like a duck. ... ).

A majority of Kalshi’s trades come
from sports. In fact, the company previ-
ously advertised itself as the “first app
for legal sports betting in all 50 states.”
Polymarket, the other leading predic-
tion market in the United States, also
has the highest volume of its trades
from sports. The N.B.A. just made deals
with both Kaishi and Polymarket.

According te an analysis by The Wall

1
A 2

Street Journal in May, on both Kalshi
and Polymarket, “losers vastly out-
number winners.” Though advertising
by prediction markets suggests big
paydays for regular Joes, professionals
dominate winnings. My sense is that
Gen Z is turning to prediction markets
in part because the traditional ways of
building wealth feel out of reach to

-

them. The job market stinks, the po-
tential for artificial intelligence de-
struction of many industries, if not
humanity, looms, so why not put some
of your piddling savings on whether
the Timberwolves will win by over 5.5
points tonight?

Abdullah Mahmood, a licensed
social worker who works with problem

gamblers in Columbus, Ohio, told me
that some of his younger clients —
between the ages of 18 and 24, he
estimates — started their betting
addictions with prediction markets.
Mahmood said that for many young
men, their identity is rooted in sports,
which can be communal. But that love
of sports and sense of identity are
“being wrapped in trading and gam-
bling” and that’s perverting what
could have been very positive for
them, he said.

Dr. Shawn Kelly, a pediatrician in
Ottawa who specializes in adolescent
addiction medicine, said, “From a
youth brain perspective specifically,
there is no discernible difference”
between prediction markets and
sports betting, From the time children
become adolescents, until their brain
fully matures in their early-to-mid
20s, they are particularly vulnerable
to the allure of short-term rewards
and the chemical rush of dopamine
that goes with it.

At the breakfast, Lara addressed
some of the risks Kalshi could pose
for young users. She explained that
her platform has a strict age-verifica-
tion system that requires a Social
Security number, name, date of birth
and form of identification to keep
minors from trading. Lara did ac-
knowledge that there are specific
risks for users ages 18 to 21, and that
these young adults can elect to give a
parent access to all of their transac-
tions.

This week, Kalshi rolled out a
$2,500 deposit limit for its youngest
customers, “unless you have proof of
funds or self-attestation that you
GROSE, PACE 18
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My fear for the midterms

Bill Bradley

We are all proud of the American
tradition of free and fair elections.
That tradition is a result of hard work
by thousands of state and local elec-
tion officials around the country. Their
jobs are tough and getting tougher. In
recent years, they have had to work in
the face of increasing scrutiny, threats
and relentless attacks on our democ-
racy.
1In 2026, we face a new threat: a
concerted campaign by the executive
branch of the federal government to
undermine the midterms. We don't
know if Trump administration officials
will follow through on their threats to
interfere with the work of election
officials, but we must be prepared.
President Trump has said he wants
to “take over” elections. He has issued
executive orders attempting to re-
———— write the rules. And

Telad e Dopartsent
m.mt + I?::" to seek personal
" voter information
U.S. officials.  and threaten elec-
tion officials who do

not comply. Most
recently, the Justice Department filed
a federal lawsuit trying to pre-emp-
tively block the state’s certification of
the Senate election in Alaska if the
Republican incumbent were to lose
narrowly.

All of these gambits are contrary to
our Constitution, which gives the
power to regulate elections to the
states and Congress, not to the presi-
dent. That’s why the courts have
blocked the Trump administration's
plans to “take over” To their credit,
election officials of both parties have
also refused to go along with these
outrageous efforts.

The Trump administration said it
would dispatch around 1,000 election
monitors to polling places across the
country. It's important to remember
that under the law, election monitors
are entitled to observe polling places,
but they cannot administer elections,
determine voter eligibility or direct
any election officials.

State and local election officials may
find themselves in a terrible bind.

They are not supposed to take orders
from the president or any federal
agency. The law across all 50 states is
clear that they must not obey illegal
orders of any kind, including those
issued by the federal government.

If they decide to comply with such
illegal directions or instructions, elec-
tion officials could face civil or criminal
penalties. Under the law, they can be
sued personally in civil court by any-
one with standing and held responsible
in court if they follow an improper
order by the federal government about
the administration of the election sys-
tem, with sizable monetary damages as
a possible result.

In an interview with Time magazine,
Mr. Trump declined to rule out sending
ICE agents to polling places. Three
federal laws — including protections
signed by Abraham Lincoln — prohibit
federal troops and agents from interfer-
ing in elections. If Justice Department
or ICE agents show up claiming emer-
gency powers, election officials should
say that none of their instructions will
be obeyed without a court order signed
by a judge. The “administrative war-
rants” issued by the Department of
Homeland Security are not sufficient.
Only an order with the John Hancock of
a state or federal judge compels any
action,

Election officials should know that
organizations such as the Brennan
Center for Justice and the Democracy
Defenders Fund have their backs. Mr.
‘Trump does not. His pardon power
does not apply to convictions under
state law, and he most likely will not
cover any legal expenses.

The risk of cooperating with federal
officials who move beyond silent moni-
toring to active intervention in elec-
tions is significant. We have already
seen convictions, disbarments and civil
judgments stemming from the 2020
election, which, even though they
mostly targeted partisan figures, none-
theless stand as a warning.

I'm confident that the patriotic
‘Americans who handle elections will
resist any pressure to do the wrong
thing. I want to thank them for the
dedication and integrity they bring to
ensuring free and fair elections in our
democracy.

BILL BRADLEY is a Democratic former
U.S. senator from New Jersey.

What it will take to stop the Houthis

AL-SAUD, FROM PAGE 1

world, a terrorist army that builds its
own missiles, exports the know-how and
turns to artificial intelligence to sharpen
its aim should terrify it.

The stakes reach far beyond Yemen.
The Houthis have threatened to close
the Bab al-Mandab Strait, the southern
entrance to the Red Sea, through which
about 10 percent of world trade passes.
Their strikes on Saudi energy facilities
this month helped push oil prices back
above $100 a barrel.

ISIS was defeated by local forces
backed by a coalition of more than 80
nations. The Houthis can be defeated
the same way. It is Yemen's fight to lead.
Since 2015, Saudi Arabia has stood by
Yemen, responding to its government’s
request for help after the Houthis cap-
tured Sanaa, the capital. The Yemeni
people have borne the conflict’s heavi-
est cost. That is why Saudi Arabia re-
mains one of Yemen's largest humani-
tarian donors, and why Houthi ag-
gression must end.

Today Yemeni government forces are
on the offensive along the Red Sea
coast, in Jawf and in Marib, with Saudi
air support. They have already seized
more than 750 tons of weapons bound
for the Houthis. The coalition is target-
ing launch sites and weapon ware-
houses to dismantle the networks be-
hind missile attacks on Saudi territory
and hold those responsible accountable.

The Houthi war economy of extortion
and front companies must be shut
down, and that work has also begun.
Saudi Arabia has closed its financial
system to the Houthis and every terror-
ist group. ‘With our paru\ms, we are

and we are backing Yemen 's govern-
ment as it confiscates weapons and
money. The United States has rightly
designated the Houthis a foreign terror-
ist organization. Every nation should do
the same.

The Houthis have no red lines. There
is no limit to what they will inflict on
those they call enemies. They compel
students as young as 10 to chant “Death
to America” and send thousands of
children into combat. The radical indoc-
trination must be stopped.

The Houthis today are what ISIS was
before it seized Mosul in Iraq and pro-
claimed a caliphate: a terrorist move-

ment the world underestimated. The
international community should set a
clear goal to end the Houthis as an
armed terrorist force. That means
designating them as terrorists in every
capital. It means cutting off their
money and stopping their weapons at
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sea. And it means giving Yemen's
government what it needs to achieve
its objectives.

[Ending the Houthis’ armed terror is
the only path to the Yemeni-led politi-
cal settlement Saudi Arabia has always
supported. Ms. Abdullah faced Houthi

terror with courage. Yemenis face it
every day. We owe them a future free
from it.

REEMA BANDAR AL-SAUD is ambassador of
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the
United States.

Don't interfere in foreign elections

EDITORIAL BOARD, FROM PAGE 9
worried about high levels of crime and
migration. Still, the Trump involve-
ment in the region has been meaning-
ful. The United States has enough
economic might to affect the econo-
mies of other countries, and the Trump
administration has explicitly sought to
reward allies and punish political
opponents in Argentina, Brazil and
Colombia.

He and his aides brag about it. Last
month, Mr. Trump said, “We're doing
very well in South America” and re-
ferred to “lots of people that I got
elected.” In Venezuela, he went much
further than election interference and
illegally used military force to depose
its autocratic leader, Nicolds Maduro,
and install a government that often
does as the Trump administration
wants.

These interventions are especially
damaging in the current global envi-
ronment. International politics are
increasingly defined by two loose
alliances, one dominated by democra-
cies, including the United States, the
European Union and Japan, and the
other by authoritarian states, including
China, Iran and Russia. The authoritar-
ian leaders often pretend to be demo-
crats — as with Russia’s sham elec-
tions — while deriding the leaders of
actual democracies as imperialists, Mr.
Trump plays into their hands by disre-
specting the citizens of other countries,
telling them whom to support and
using America’s economic might to
influence the political atmosphere.

In the competition between democ-
racy and autocracy, democracies
should enjoy a big advantage in the
court of global public opinion, Democ-
racies are much better places to live
than autocracies, and most people
recognize this: Many millions of peo-
ple around the world would like to

ERALDO FERES/ASSOCIATED P55
President Luiz Indcio Lula da Silva of
Brazil, a left-wing populist, won re-elec-
tion on Sunday. President Trump unsuc-

The story of South and Central
American democracy in the final dec-
ades of the 20th century was a positive
one. Several military juntas and dicta-
tors left the scene, and democracies
emerged. And the United States, which
had propped up autocratic regimes,
became a stronger, if still imperfect,
advocate for democracy in the region.

Brazil was a case study: The Ken-
nedy administration spent millions of
secret dollars there in the early 1960s
to swing congressional elections away
from the left-wing president, Jodo
Goulart, who was perceived as a com-
munist threat. That covert intervention
led to a coup in 1964 and two decades
of military-backed authoritarian rule
and the death or disappearance of
hundreds.

By 1985, though, a civilian opposition
leader was appointed president, and
President Ronald Reagan quickly met
with him to signal support. In 1989,
Brazil held a presidential election for
the first time in three decades. The

of Brazilian was

cessfully tried to tilt the
election to the far-right candidate.

move to the United States or Europe;
relatively few seek to move to China or
Russia.
The Trump administration’s med-
it

good for Brazil, and it was good for the
rest of the world, including the United
States. Mr. Lula’s victory this week
suggests that Brazilian democracy
may remain stronger than many ob-
servers feared.

‘What Mr. Trump does not seem to

dling has d d the P
advantage. In 2014, residents of Brazil,
Chile, Colombia and Mexico all had a
substantially more favorable opinion of
the United States than of China, ac-
cording to surveys by the Pew Re-
search Center. By this spring, the
American advantage had shrunk to
almost nothing in Brazil; in the other
three countries, China had a modest
advantage. “People are much more
likely to say the U.S. interferes in the
affairs of other countries than they are
to say the same of China,” Pew wrote.

is that the global standing
of the United States benefits when our
leaders attempt to live up to the high-
est American ideals. Mr. Trump dis-
dains those ideals and cares mostly
about himself. Along the way, he is
damaging other countries and sapping
American power.

THE EDITORIAL BOARD is a group of opin-
ion journalists whose views are in-
formed by expertise, research, debate
and certain longstanding values. It is
separate from the newsroom.

FROM READERS

Defending the right

to choose death

Re “We implemented Canada’s assisted
dying law. We’re concerned,” by Gary
Rodin and Madeline Li (Opinion, Oct.
10):

As a physician who has assessed and
provided medical assistance in dying
(MAID) in Manitoba for nearly a dec-
ade, I read this essay with concern. 1
agree that patients considering MAID
deserve careful exploration of their
suffering and access to counseling,
palliative care and social supports. But
counseling should support patients’
decisions, not be another test they must
pass before their choice is respected.

The authors say clinicians focus on
whether patients can receive MAID
rather than whether they should. There
is an important distinction between

understanding why people want MAID
and deciding whether they should want
it. Medicine often follows the golden
rule, treating patients as we would want
to be treated. When a patient’s experi-
ence differs profoundly from our own,
the platinum rule serves better: treating
patients as they would want to be
treated.

1 have asked patients requesting
MAID what they would need to no

As a retired cardiologist and an advo-
cate of increasing access to medical aid
in dying in the United States, I appreci-
ated the concerns raised by Drs. Gary
Rodin and Madeline Li. However, it's
important to highlight the differences
between Canada's MAID process and
America's.

Thirteen states and Washington, D.C.,
have legalized MAID, with legislation
pendmg in at least 16 other states.

longer want it. Over the
answer is not counseling, housing or
companionship. It is a cure, or a rever-
sal of irreversible decline, something
that medicine cannot offer.

Shared decision making means listen-
ing, exploring alternatives and identify-
ing vulnerability. But in the end, intoler-
able suffering belongs to the person
living it.

KRISTEN CREEK, WINNIPEG, MANITOBA

of MAID are quick to refer to
Canada and suggest that America is on
the “slippery slope” that these authors
describe.

Here, access to MAID is state-based,
while Canada has established a federal
right to it. In the United States, the
patient must be terminally ill with less
than six months to live, which is not the
case in Canada. Finally, American pa-
tients must be able to self-administer

DAGOU

the medication; in Canada, the physi-
cian can participate in the administra-
tion, often by IV.

Opponents of this choice for Ameri-
cans raise fears that we will “become

like Canada.” However, this hasn't hap-
pened in almost 30 years of experience,
starting with Oregon's passage of MAID
legislation in 1997.

SHANNON J. WINAKUR, BALTIMORE

There is no reason to involve medical or

A ‘new form
of casino is
bad for teens

GROSE, FROM PAGE 9

know the risks associated with trad-
ing and the contracts.” Lara added
that the company has a partnership
with Birches Health, which provides
treatment for compulsive behaviors,
including a gambling addiction self-
test.

While 1 appreciated this acknowl-
edgment, it also reveals the contra-
diction at the heart of Kalshi’s public
image: We're not gambling, but we
provide resources for gambling
addiction and give millions to the
National Council on Problem Gam-
bling. We're not gambling, but we
acknowledge that there are higher
risks for our younger users whose
brains are still forming.

The company wants to be seen as
taking these matters seriously and
creating its own guardrails. Tarek
Mansour, Kalshi’s other founder, told
PBS last month that theirs is a pro-
regulation company. In practice, that
seems to mean only the regulations it
picks and chooses.

At the event, Lara mentioned that
the company sued regulators at the
Commodity Futures Trading Com-
mission to expand its business to
include predictions for elections. The
commission argued that it was not in
the public interest and that the regu-
lator was not equipped to offer fraud
protection in that context. Kalshi won
and “the litigation actually helped
with a lot of other markets.”

Attorneys general in 44 states
signed onto a letter this year to try to
claw back the power to regulate
prediction markets from the Com-
modity Futures Trading Commission,
calling them a “new form of casino”
and citing research that shows the
younger someone starts gambling,
the greater the likelihood of develop-
ing a problem. We do not have to
accept the widespread availability of
prediction markets as normal, even if
this breakfast treated it as part of
our inevitable financial future.

Toward the end, Lara said a mar-
ket she follows closely is about artifi-
cial intellj

legal in one’s end-of-life
decision. No one else needs to be decid-
ing as if we were children. Whether pain
or sadness or poverty leads one to
choose death, all that matters is the
decision.

All the hand-wringers who complicate
the issue would do a greater service by
providing access to therapies without
forcing these on people who know they
are ready to die. I should be able to
purchase from a pharmacy the neces-
sary means to a serene death at the
time of my choosing. Period.

BEATRICE SHUSHAN, CARLSBAD, CALIF.

she
likes one about whether the Citrini
scenario, a doomsday forecast pre-
dicting that A.1. will destroy the
economy, will happen. When [
checked on Tuesday morning, 19
percent of Kalshi users wagering on
lhe quesuun put their money behind

l hale those odds. As a parent, I'm
not sure how that data is supposed to
help me. I want to put my money
behind “no” to all of it.

JESSICA GROSE is a writer in Opinion.
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STYLE

After loss
of weight:
Shopping

GLP-1 users knew they would shrink.
Many did not expect an identity crisis.

BY YOLA MZIZI

Nancy Edwards had reached a point of
desperation.

She had been eager to lose weight.
Over the years, she had tried Weight
‘Watchers, Jenny Craig food plans and a
number of fad diets, hoping to shed a few
pounds. But nothing worked until she
started taking the GLP-1 that her doctor
prescribed.

The results were almost immediate.
Within a year’s time, she lost 80 pounds
(36 kilograms).

Edwards, 52, an elementary-school
teacher in Rome, Ga., expected tofitinto
an old pair of jeans she had kept in the
back of her closet. Eventually, even her
tightest-fitting denim began to hang
loosely on her body. Within six months,
Edwards realized she had to replace not
only tops and dresses, but also under-
garments and shoes because, she said,
“I'have nothing”

This took her by surprise, as it did the
dozens of other GLP-1 users with whom
The New York Times spoke. They hadn't
anticipated needing a whole new ward-
robe for their transformed bodies.

For many people, clothes reflect an
aspect of their identities. For Edwards,
shopping for new clothes was, in a way,
an opportunity to discover how she
wanted to present who she wanted to
become.

“I'started noticing that, ‘Oh, I don't re-
ally like all of those colorful, floofy
dresses with big puffy sleeves’” she
said. “Those were just the ones that fit
me”

THE PAIN OF SHOPPING
‘When Melissa Fogg, 44, was in middle
school, her parents used to drive two
hours to the nearest Gap from their
home in Amarillo, Texas, so she could
pick out her own outfits.

Fogg liked tostay on trend, but she did
not enjoy shopping, especially when she
discovered she had to buy clothes that
were, as she said, “the same size as my
mom’s.” while her peers were shopping
in the children’s department.

These days, Fogg, a medical social

—

worker in Dallas, is using a GLP-1. Buy-
ing clothes feels less emotionally
fraught now, she said, because she is
having a much easier time finding what
she wants to wear, like cutoff shorts and
fitted tank tops.

“Sometimes, 1 catch myself wanting
to dress younger — maybe because I
didn’t have that opportunity to dress
that way when I was younger,” Fogg
said.

Like Fogg, Isabella, who declined to
give her full name to protect her privacy,
used to find shopping what she called an
“embarrassing” experience, it

nity to reimagine or even discover their
sense of style. For many, it might be the
first time they feel they are being seen.

Dressing up was always a priority for
Brandi Ascione, 50, a marketing execu-
tive in the Hudson Valley of New York,
who felt she always had to look her best
because she did not want people to think
she did not take good care of herself.

“I always overcompensated,” she
said. But since losing weight, Ascione
has found that she no longer has to "be
one step ahead of everyone.”

Before using a GLP-1, Steven Zeffert,

when she had to sift through a stack of
shirts before finding her size at the very
bottom of the pile. And that would be
when the stores actually carried her
size.

Since losing weight, though, Isabella,
a 25-year-old doctoral student in New
York City, has noticed that the reception
from sales associates has become
warmer and “much more enthusiastic.”

COMPLETE MAKEOVER

The American fashion industry histori-
cally has catered to customers from
sizes 0 to 12, offering them the latest
trends and a full range of silhouettes
while overlooking the average-size
American woman, who wears a 16.

But for those taking GLP-Is, losing
weight may grant access to wardrobe
options they did not have before. And
some see the weight loss as an opportu-

Jordyn Rosenthal,
left, and Brandi

options they didn't
have before —
particularly
brightly colored
clothing. Far right,
Ms. Ascione look-
ing through
clothes at her
favorite vintage
store, Storied
Vintage in High-
land, N.Y.

a business in Houston,
was happy to fade into the background.
His style leaned conservative, and he of-
ten opted for baggy jeans, button-down
shirts and the occasional sport coat. To-
day, Zeffert, 75, owns polo shirts in myri-
ad colors and form-fitting jeans. He is
even wearing cologne, and he just
bought a convertible.

“I'm not as concerned about some-
body noticing me now,” he said.

Dominic Cesario’s wardrobe has also

TAMARA SHOPSIN AND ASON FULFORD:

become more colorful since losing
weight. An information technology pro-
fessional in Chicago, Cesario, 48, typi-
cally wore dark colors, telling friends he
did so because he didn't “have to think
about it" The reality, however, was that
there were few other options, he said.
“I've noticed that I've been opting for
brighter, bolder colors,” he said, adding
that his styling choices now reflect his
personality, which is not “exuberant,
but, you know, I'm not a wallflower.
Others, like Heidi Rackley, needed

some help figuring out how to dress. Some see
Rackley, 70, a retired actuary in Seattle, ~weight loss as
was overwhelmed by the abundance of  an opportunity
choices and enlisted a personal shopper o rei Shie or
at a department store. The experience mgul
gave her the confidence to try on a pair ~ €veR discover
of wide-leg pants and barrel jeans. their sense

“It just opened my eyes to looking at  of style.
myself differently,” she said.
THE COST OF RETAIL THERAPY

Today, roughly $1 in every $4 spent on
apparel comes from a household with a

A
¥

GLP-1 user, according to Kristen Classi-
Zummo, a retail industry analyst at Cir-
cana.

“This is not a fringe consumer”
Classi-Zummo said.

But as costs rise as a result of infla-
tion, buying new clothes can put a signif-
icant strain on people’s budgets.

“That's been a kind of rude awak-
ening," said Marty McGowan, 68, a retir-
ee in Kernersville, N.C. “It's been inter-
esting, being on a fixed retirement in-
come. When my wife and 1 were both
working, we wouldn’t think too much
about going out and, you know, spend-
ing a little bit of money on clothes.”

So McGowan decided against shop-
ping for one-to-one replacements for his
favorite pieces and instead sought out
specific items he could mix and match.

Some GLP-1 users, including Ed-
wards, have turned to buy-and-trade
Facebook groups. There, Edwards has
sold her older apparel and found her fa-
vorite brands, such as Tuckernuck and
J.Crew, to buy at a discount.

Others are shopping at secondhand or
fast-fashion stores while they are be-
tween sizes.

But for others, weight loss has been
an opportunity to invest in more expen-
sive clothing and make up for lost time.

“1 had the money to, you know, pur-
chase things at the designer stores, but
they did not carry my size, so it was very
clear that was not for me,” said Katie
Den Bleyker, 44, a lawyer in Los Ange-
les. Now she wears Chanel to work.

SAFETY NET

Doing a wardrobe purge can feel cathar-
tic, like shedding a part of yourself.
Some GLP-1 users, including Colleen
Kwiatkowski, 64, a retired nurse in Lodi,
Calif,, have been happy to step into a
new phase of life.

“I got rid of everything,” she said, re-
ferring to her “frumpy,” dark-colored
clothes. “I don’t want to look at it any-
more.”

Kwiatkowski has made room for the
brighter dresses and tops she recently
purchased. “This is more of my person-
ality” she added. “I'm very social. 'm
very outgoing.”

Other people taking weight loss drugs
are hanging on to their old wardrobes in
case their weight fluctuates. Claire, 27,
who declined to give her full name to
protect her privacy, has lost the weight
she put on during the Covid pandemic.
But she purged the clothes she had worn
before her weight gain, which she re-
grets because those items would fit her
now.

Having learned her lesson, Claire is
keeping a bag full of jeans that were not
easy to find in her measurements when
she had a larger body.

Jordyn Rosenthal has no qualms
about keeping clothes that no longer fit
her.

“They represent something to you,”
said Rosenthal, 34, who works at a non-
profit organization in New York City.
“They hold memories. Clothes, you
know, remind us who we are”
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Does maternity
have to be ugly?

Vanessa Friedman, The New York
Times's fashion director, answers read-
ers’ fashion-related questions. You can
send her a question at openthread@ny-
times.com or via X: @vvfriedman.
Questions are edited and condensed.

I'm pregnant, and | feel a bit frumpy
at work. | want to put on an outfit
that makes me feel more confident
and would like to invest in a few key
items | might wear postpartum. They
don’t have to be maternity-specific.
Any recommendations for pieces that
offer flexibility for growth and look

without necessarily shouting:
“Look at me. I'm pregnant”? — Elise,
Paris

‘There’s no question that dressing while
pregnant is hard, It's great and inspir-
ing to look at Rihanna, Anne Hathaway
and other stars showing off their bur-
geoning bellies in just-off-the-runway
looks that they have managed to make
work for them, largely by placing their
unveiled stomachs front and center.
But for most of us, that isn’t an option

— especially in an office.

Instead, you are faced with staring
into your closet, wondering which, if
any, of the clothes that once defined
you will still fit. And whether, in fact,
they will ever fit again. Pregnancy,
with all the life changes it implies, is
disorienting enough, no matter how
excited you are for what it may bring.
Throwing the clothing conundrum on
top of that just adds to the confusion.

Tunderstand both the desire to look
like yourself, or at least some sem-
blance of yourself, as well as the reluc-
tance to invest in outfits with limited
use — and there is nothing more seem-
ingly limiting than pregnancy, when
your body is changing size by the
month.

Since no one understands the issue
better than those who have experi-
enced it, I did an ad hoc poll of friends
and colleagues for their solutions.
Three different approaches stood out.

The most obvious one is to take a
page from Rihanna, et al., and avoid
official maternity wear, which often
seems to be either generic or oddly
twee (not to mention expensive, given
its somewhat captive market).

And it is never wearable postpar-
tum. Instead, consider what non-ma-
ternity pieces might be adaptable to
your needs.

My colleague Sandra Garcia, for
example, said that her go-to approach

MARLEN MUELLER CONNECTED AUCHIVES

during her most recent pregnancy was
to wear pieces that were oversize. “Not
boxy or eight sizes too big,” she said,
“just a bit bigger than my regular size.”
She bought, she said, “barrel pants

today.”

at the Gap, wide-leg pants with an
elastic waistband at Anthropologie and
lots of button-up shirts that I still wear

She continued: “I love classic men's
oxford polo shirts, and I knew that
they are durable, and when T wore
them post-pregnancy, they would have
a lived-in boyfriend-shirt feel. They
also gave me a lot of room while preg-
nant and caused no chafing or sweat-
ing through any tight shirts”

She wore her oxfords unbuttoned
over T-shirts as she progressed
through her pregnancy, and now she
wears them buttoned up and loose.
They are also professional without
being stuffy (or making you feel
stuffed).

Another answer came courtesy of
another colleague, Sapna Maheshwari.
“Rental clothing can be a lifesaver,
especially because women on Nuuly

and Rent the Runway share pictures of
themselves at varying stages of preg-
nancy on the apps,” she said. This has
the benefit of allowing you to test
clothing without committing to it, to
change sizes as your size changes and
to not worry about whether whatever
you buy will make sense in a life you
probably cannot yet imagine.

If you want to actually purchase
‘some pieces, Sapna recommends the
Nap Dress from Hill House Home,
‘which she said is “solid for stretching

with a bump and then wearing after-
ward.”

Sapna said she had friends who used
the unitards from Bumpsuit, which you
buy in your pre-pregnancy size and are
made to stretch through the end of the
third trimester, then spring back. They
become a base for layering shirts, as
Sandra recommended, or jackets. (For
a more haute example of how this
might look, check out Ciara on Junya
‘Watanabe's runway this month.)

Finally, however, I think you might
reconsider your desire to invest in
pieces that can be worn postpartum.
That may seem wasteful, but it is also
realistic.

Personally, I found that after each of
my three (relatively easy) pregnan-
cies, | wanted nothing to do with what
1 had been living in while my ankles
swelled over my sneakers and 1
stashed Tums in every pocket to deal
with heartburn. So this is one time 1
turned to fast fashion and just bought a
handful of very stretchy Lycra dresses
from labels such as H&M.

They were inexpensive and accom-
modated my growing stomach and [
didn't feel bad about passing them on,
once my children were born. In fact, it
felt sort of like a ritual, a sign to myself
that I had moved from one life stage
into another. Sometimes, whatever
gets you through is the best look.
'VANESSA FRIEDMAN



THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.

Thursday, October 29, 2026 | A13

OPINION

The Varied Aims of Savage Ads

; = Every two
. | years the
W™ ¢/ commentar-
Y 5 { iat wrings its
A hands about a

= nasty attack
UNRULY ad. The hand-
REPUBLIC Wringers tend
By Barton not to deplore
St or even notice
the dirty ones

aimed at can-

didates they dislike and to ex-

aggerate the meanness of ads
targeting their favorites. The
National Security Political Ac-
tion Committee’s 1988 ad fea-
turing Willie Horton lives on
in the liberal imagination as
the Meanest Thing Ever
Done—although it was neither
racist, as often alleged, nor
unfair. Mr. Horton, sentenced
to life in prison for murder,
really did get a weekend
prison furlough in Michael
Dukakis’s Massachusetts, fled
to Maryland and viciously at-
tacked a couple, repeatedly
raping the woman.

If Vivek Ramaswamy wins
in the Ohio governor’s race,
his despisers on the left will
blame the TV ad his campaign
ran last week. Much of the po-
litical class has spent the in-
tervening days conveying
their disapproval of a spot
featuring the mother of Mr.
Ramaswamy’s opponent, Amy
Acton.

More on that in a moment.
On Monday an ad circulated
on social media intended to
affect the Michigan Senate
race, in which Abdul El-Sayed
polls evenly with Republican
Mike Rogers. That ad, pro-
moted online by the left-wing
influencer Cenk Uygur, ex-
presses blame-the-Jews bal-

derdash in terms so crude
that even the Israel-fixated
Mr. El-Sayed declined to em-
brace it—though he also
didn’t criticize it. The ad sug-
gests illogically that Ameri-
cans can't afford groceries
because their government
sends so much money to Is-
rael, which uses it for “killing
Palestinians.”

Yet this work of lamebrain
propaganda didn’t attract a
tenth of the outrage from me-
dia gatekeepers that Mr. Ra-
maswamy’s ad did. An unbi-
ased observer might begin to
think that outrage over dis-
tasteful ads has more to do
with partisan outcome than
moral import.

Back to the Ohio race. The
spot scandalizing everyone
features Donna Arthur, the
Democratic nominee’s es-
tranged mother, calling Ms.
Acton a liar. Mr. Ramaswamy
makes a reasonable point
when he notes a September
Acton ad in which a guy
named Norm says the Repub-
lican’s  biotech company
“pushed an Alzheimer’s drug
that he knew didn't work” and
made “hundreds of millions”
off the scam. Untrue and
grossly unfair, but the press
didn’t clutch pearls about that
one.

Still, as unfair ads go, the
one starring Ms. Acton’s mom
scores high. No normal person
would take Ms. Arthur for a
truth-teller. A grand jury in-
dicted her late husband in
1978 for sexually abusing Ms.
Acton when she was 12. He
pleaded not guilty but fled be-
fore trial and never faced
prosecution. Both he and Ms.
Arthur were also convicted of

felony theft in 1996. (The
stepfather died in 2004.)

That ad could have one of
two effects. Voters, helped by
an enthusiastically pro-Acton
Ohio press, could find it dis-
gusting and punish Mr. Ra-
maswamy for a lack of scru-
ple. A plainly troubled elderly
woman denouncing  her
daughter as a liar isn’t an
easy sight to endure.

Ramaswamy reeruits
his opponent’s mother
and scandalizes the
political class.

But voters can hold two
thoughts at the same time.
Some significant minority
may conclude that the ad was
done in poor taste but also
that it confirms their suspi-
cions that Ms. Acton has her
own troubles and perhaps
isn’t the ideal person to run
the state.

Most of the Ohio press
have shown a studied lack of
curiosity about Ms. Acton’s
background, but a few worry-
ing details have circulated all
the same. Gov. Mike DeWine
appointed her to run the state
Department of Health in 2019.
She resigned on June 11,
2020—that is, about three
months into the Covid-19 pan-
demic. To put the matter
bluntly: A short time into the
greatest leadership challenge
of Ms. Acton’s career, she
quit.

She later portrayed her de-
cision to resign as a princi-
pled one, taken because the

Legislature demanded that
county fairs open and she felt
she couldn’t sign off on such a
policy without violating her
Hippocratic Oath. That claim
strains believability. Ms. Ac-
ton remained employed as Mr.
DeWine’s chief health adviser
for two months after she
stepped down. At the time of
her resignation she blamed
burnout; she didn’t cite a
principled reason until the
New Yorker ran a gushing
profile in November 2020.

Some evidence exists that
she didn’t handle the job with
poise. In April NBC News re-
ported that in August 2019
police were called to her Bex-
ley, Ohio, home over a “do-
mestic dispute.” The police re-
port indicated that the health
director had pulled a mirror
from the wall, “shattering the
glass,” and told the cops she’'d
been drinking and had taken
some unspecified sum of pre-
scription drugs. No charges
were filed.

The Acton campaign at
first disputed the police re-
port. Later Ms. Acton’s hus-
band, Eric, took the blame. A
spokesman in June described
the episode to me as an ordi-
nary argument that lots of
people can relate to, but few
married couples I know have
had the cops check in on their
quarrels.

All of this seems a good
deal more relevant than what
Ms. Acton’s mother thinks of
her. But don’t discount the
possibility that Mr. Rama-
swamy’s ad will suggest to
voters that his opponent has
enough troubles in her life
without adding the duties of a
governor.

Your Guide to 2026 Midterm Election Night

By Karl Rove

e’re close to the day
of reckoning for Re-
publicans and Demo-

crats. So it’s time for prognos-
ticators, observers, gadflies
and political junkies to share
their predictions. I'll start.

Democrats will take the
House. But they’re unlikely to
flip as many seats as they did
in 2018 (41), never mind as
Republicans did in 2010 (63).
Democratic pickups are likely
to be in the 20 to 25 range. If
it’s a really good night, they
could win as many as 31 seats,
as they did in 2006.

The main reason Republi-
can losses will be contained is
both parties have gerryman-
dered states they control. But
partisan gerrymandering has
its limits. Maximizing a
party’s number of districts
means spreading its voters
more thinly, increasing the
likelihood that a district will
be competitive in a bad year.
Democrats did a better job of
this, and it is a bad year for
Republicans. That’s why this
year Democrats are all but as-
sured of gaining five seats in
California, while Texas Repub-
licans will be lucky to get
three of the five they expected
redistricting to yield.

An early indication of how
well Democrats will do na-
tionally could come when Vir-
ginia’s polls close at 7 p.m.
Eastern Time. The common-
wealth reports quickly, and its
district lines are unchanged.
Democrats have long targeted

Reps. Rob Wittman in the
First District and Jen Kiggans
in the Second. The former
won re-election in 2024 by
12.8% of the vote, the latter
by 3.8%. Democrats have also
targeted Rep. John McGuire,
who won the Fifth District by
14.9%. The difference between
their performance two years
ago and this year could signal
how much of a swing Demo-
crats have nationally.

‘What to watch for,
hour by hour, to see if
my predictions turn
out to be accurate.

2024 pace in county after
county, no late batch of votes
will likely save him.

As for the Senate, it's too
close to call and much can hap-
pen before Tuesday. If forced
to choose, I say Republicans
keep control with a 50-50 tie,
which would give the GOP a
majority with Vice President
JD Vance the tie-breaker.

A year ago, practically ev-
eryone said Republicans
would keep the Senate be-
cause so many of this year’s
races are in red states, includ-
ing Alaska, Florida, Georgia,
Iowa, Kansas, Mississippi, Ne-
braska, North Carolina, Ohio,
South Carolina and Texas. The
GOP has only one blue-state
i bent to defend—Maine’s

Florida Republicans redrew
the state’s congressional map
hoping to flip the Ninth, 14th,
22nd and 25th districts. If Re-
publicans lead in those dis-
tricts after 7 p.m., GOP hopes
for Sunshine State gains may
be realized.

At 7:30 p.m., polls close in
Ohio. Consider how Republi-
can incumbents Max Miller in
the Seventh District and Mike
Turner in the 10th and Demo-
crat Marcy Kaptur in the
Ninth are doing in individual
counties, compared with two
years ago.

The next big wave of poll
closings comes at 8 p.m.
Watch Pennsylvania, with vul-
nerable Republicans in the
First, Seventh, Eighth and
10th districts. If an incumbent
runs several points behind his

Susan Collins—and pickup op-
portunities in purple Michi-
gan, mildly blue New Hamp-
shire and moderately blue
Minnesota.

These 15 contests will de-
cide the Senate, as the re-
maining seats are safe for the
party that holds them. Repub-
licans must win eight of them
to reach 50 seats. A Republi-
can majority could depend on
Ms. Collins’s surviving in
Maine, Mike Rogers’s flipping
Michigan, or both. The na-
tional environment is ugly for
Republicans. The president’s
approval rating is terrible
even in red states. For every
Republican path to victory,
Democrats have as many.

Here’s what I'll be looking
for Tuesday. At 7 p.m. South
Carolina’s polls close. An hour
later Maine, Ohio and Michi-

gan start reporting. Compare
this year’s county results with
those from 2022 in South Car-
olina, 2020 in Maine and 2024
in Ohio. Glance at North Caro-
lina and Georgia, though Dem-
ocrats are expected to win
both easily.

Michigan last elected a GOP
senator in 1994. Mr. Trump
carried the state in 2024 with
49.73%. Compare county re-
turns for Mr. Rogers with Mr.
Trump’s 2024 performance.
Pay special attention to
Wayne County. If Democrat
Abdul Ei-Sayed has a problem
with black voters, it’ll appear
in Detroit.

Polls close in Mississippi,
the populous eastern part of
Kansas and all of Texas except
El Paso and vicinity at 8 p.m.
ET. Iowa, Minnesota and Ne-
braska follow an hour later. A
GOP victory in Kansas may de-
pend on western rural coun-
ties, which are open until 9
p.m. ET. For Texas, if Ken Pax-
ton is running a couple of
points behind Gov. Greg Ab-
bott, the Senate seat is at risk.

Have your laptop close,
scratch paper handy and
plenty to drink. It will be a
long night, with Alaska’s polls
open until midnight ET. And
for Republicans, it'll be a
rough night, too. The question
is how rough.

Mr. Rove was senior ad-
viser and deputy chief of staff
for President George W. Bush
and is author of “The Triumph
of William McKinley” (Simon
& Schuster, 2015).

The SAVE Database Is Working for Idaho

By Phil McGrane

Boise, Idaho

hen the Supreme
Court allowed elec-
tion officials to con-

tinue using the Department
of Homeland Security’s Sys-
tematic Alien Verification for
Entitlements data system to
verify voter eligibility, my
phone started ringing. Re-
porters wanted to know one
thing: Is Idaho going to use
SAVE ahead of the November
election? That was Septem-
ber. The answer was and is an
emphatic yes.

Under federal and state law,
only American citizens can
vote in our elections. It’s my
responsibility as chief election
official to ensure that every
ballot is cast by an eligible
Idaho voter and that it is easy
for eligible voters to partici-
pate. I would be remiss if I
didn’t use all the tools avail-
able to me.

Since the 2002 Help Amer-
ica Vote Act passed, states
have worked to build and re-

fine systems to maintain
voter records and verify eligi-
bility. SAVE has become one
such tool. It was designed in
1987 to help government
agencies verify immigration
status and eligibility for bene-
fits, and DHS expanded the
system in 2025 to make it
easier for states and localities
to verify voter citizenship.

We've used it to find
noncitizens who were
on our voter roll

Idaho began using the
SAVE database for voter veri-
fication during the Biden ad-
ministration. After Gov. Brad
Little issued an executive or-
der in July 2024, the Only Cit-
izens Will Vote Act, I began
working with the Idaho Trans-
portation Department, the
state police and DHS to re-
view the records of more than
one million registered Idaho
voters.

The system was costly and
clunky at first, with limited
search capabilities. Yet it
helped comb through a large
volume of voter records and
identify those that warranted
a closer look.

Our initial review identi-
fied 745 potential noncitizens.
Then the real work began. We
examined those records indi-
vidually, narrowing the list to
36 possible noncitizens before
we began contacting voters.
To ensure due process, we
gave each person on that list
the opportunity to provide
proof of citizenship. Two did,
and we ultimately referred
only 34 cases to state police
for criminal investigation.
The police then referred 15 to
the Justice Department for
prosecution.

SAVE isn't the final word
on a voter’s eligibility. It is a
source for information that
election officials can review,
verify, and then act on when
and if the evidence holds up
to scrutiny. That’s the most
important step, particularly

when dealing with natural-
ized citizens, whose records
may not yet reflect their new
status.

The system today is much
better. Under the Trump ad-
ministration, DHS has listened
to states and made significant
improvements. SAVE now in-
corporates additional federal
records and allows state and
local agencies to conduct bulk
searches for free. For states
hesitant to use SAVE, Idaho’s
experience offers a practical
example of how to do so and
how well it can work.

Prior to midterm voting, we
identified two more potential
noncitizens and are now offer-
ing them a chance to prove
citizenship. But our focus isn’t
on the number of noncitizens
we identify. It is on ensuring
that the million-plus citizens
whose eligibility we confirmed
can have confidence in the in-
tegrity of our elections as they
head to the polls Tuesday.

Mr. McGrane, a Republican,
is Idaho’s secretary of state.

The Legacy
Of Sleepy Hollow

Chasing the Headless Horseman

By J.W. Ocker
Countryman, 288 pages, $21.99

he annual festival of costumes, candy and creepy
décor that culminates on Oct. 31 is a distinctly Ameri-
can invention. Yet many characters in Halloween’s gal-
lery of ghastlies are foreign imports. Dracula comes from
Central Europe by way of the Irish novelist Bram Stoker; the
werewolf is a staple of French and German folk tales. Fran-
kenstein and his monster were dreamed up by an English-
woman, Mary Shelley.
JW. Ocker’s “Chasing the Headless Horseman” pursues
the origins and cultural legacy of a frightening figure who
has a genesis closer to home. Washington Irving created the
Horseman in “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” (1820), a story
set in New York’s Hudson Valley during the 1790s.
The yarn turns on the ambitions of Ichabod Crane, an
awkward local schoolmaster, who pursues Katrina Van Tas-
sel, the beautiful daughter of a prosperous farmer of Dutch
descent. Ichabod’s rival, Brom Bones, tells him the hair-rais-
ing story of “the ghost of a
Hessian trooper, whose head
had been carried away by a

J cannon-ball, in some nameless
battle during the Revolution-
ary War.” Brom convinces
Ichabod that this spectral rider
lies in wait for nighttime trav-

elers. In the story’s climax, a

frightened Ichabod encounters

the terrible spirit on the way
home from a party—or is it

Brom, playing an elaborate

prank?

5 “The Legend of Sleepy Hol-
low” was published in Irving’s
popular collection of short works,
“The Sketch Book of Geoffrey Crayon, Gent.,” which estab-
lished the author as one of the most beloved writers of his
era. The Horseman and Rip Van Winkle, another figure
introduced in the collection, would become classic American
characters and, in 1949, a Walt Disney animated featurette
would give “Sleepy Hollow” a boost for a new generation.
Irving’s winking descriptions of Ichabod are translated into
exuberant physical comedy; in the film’s final terrifying
chase sequence, the Horseman wields an impressive flaming
jack-o-lantern.

Mr. Ocker, a self-described “fan of the horror genre and
all things monstrous,” previously treated the modern history
of Salem in “A Season With the Witch” (2016). In “Chasing
the Headless Horseman,” he pursues the contemporary
legacy of Irving’s story, especially in the New York towns
linked to the writer’s life and work. These places, located
along the Hudson River north of New York City, were once
rural villages. Some developed as industrial towns by the
early 20th century. Most have since become commuter
suburbs.

Irving refers to the region as “Tarry Town,” and Sunny-
side, the house he built from his literary success, is in the
modern Tarrytown. Where exactly Irving got the name
“Sleepy Hollow” is uncertain, but some historians point to
the Dutch “Slaepers’ Haven,” an inlet that may have pro-
vided refuge for sailors plying the Hudson.

Mr. Ocker explains how the village of fewer than 10,000
residents once known as North Tarrytown became a real-
world Sleepy Hollow. Henry John Steiner, who is now the
community’s official historian, was among those who
pushed for the change. Beguiled by, as the author writes, the
romance of “Dutch nomenclature and old maps,” Mr. Steiner
and others mounted a 1988 referendum to reclaim what
they argued was their colonial heritage and to forge a link
to the region’s literary titan. The proposal was defeated, but
it was successfully revived in 1996. Mr. Ocker suggests that
residents may have been ready to distance themselves from
the closure, in that year, of a North Tarrytown auto plant.

Washington Irving’s story, set in New York’s
Hudson Valley, has been a touchstone for the
Halloween business and seasonal tourism.

The name-change proponents insist to Mr. Ocker that
“the reasons were aesthetic and historical” only. The author
observes that they had timed things perfectly to catch a
rising wave of Halloween business and seasonal tourism.
Thousands of visitors throng to the renamed Sleepy Hollow
for annual October events. Many visit the Sleepy Hollow
Cemetery, which contains Irving’s grave, Mr. Ocker notes,
as well as the remains of Carnegies, Rockefellers and Astors,
among “lush hills studded with old stones, mausoleums,
and statues.”

The aesthetic consequences of tourism are one concern of
Jim Logan, the superintendent of Sleepy Hollow Cemetery.
Mr. Ocker spends considerable time with this knowledgeable
guide, who displays weary tolerance toward the day-trippers
who foray into his territory. Mr. Logan warns the careless
away from parking on gravesites and prevents bridal photo
shoots from disturbing those who have come to mourn the
more recently “One day,” he to Mr.
Ocker, “I want to figure out how to close the cemetery for
the entire month of October.”

At the Old Dutch Church Burying Ground, which adjoins
the larger Sleepy Hollow Cemetery, Mr. Ocker examines
gravestones that may have inspired Irving’s character
names—XKatrina Van Tassel is one of them. Other pieces of
the story came from Irving’s life: Ichabod Crane was the
name of an officer Irving met during the War of 1812. Seek-
ing Irving’s folkloric sources, Mr. Ocker sifts through librar-
ies for legends of headless riders from Ireland to India, and
he finds the Horseman’s literary forbears in poems such as
Gottfried August Biirger’s “The Wild Huntsman” (adapted
into English by Walter Scott in 1796) and Robert Burns’s
“Tam o’ Shanter” (1791).

An entire chapter is devoted to the tale’s many film and
television adaptations, Disney included. Mr. Ocker reports
that he consumed 82 hours of “fiction media” adapted
from or inspired by “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow.” He
catalogs these versions of the story with cheeky humor, in a
tone that doesn’t line up with his oft-asserted love of all
things spooky.

One real insight that Mr. Ocker offers is how readily
Irving’s character has traveled. The author visits towns in
Wyoming and Illinois also named Sleepy Hollow, where the
Headless Horseman appears on tavern signs and water-
tower murals. Perhaps at some point the old soldier left the
Hudson Valley and rode west, with opportunity in mind.

An American spirit if there ever was one.

Mr. Tipper is a books editor at the Journal.
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Netanyahu Gives Israel One More Surprise

tered Tuesday’s Israeli election with a

governing majority and is now on course
to exit with something less.
That’s one way to understand
the result, but it was also
widely anticipated. The sur-
prising news is the opposition’s
failure to come out ahead of
Mr. Netanyahu. He may not
have won, but the opposition lost.

For the Churchill-quoting Prime Minister of
Israel, we'd say “nothing in life is so exhilarating
as to be shot at without result.” At present count
Mr. Netanyahw’s Likud party is in first place, pro-
jected to win 26 or 27 seats in Israel’s 120-seat
Knesset. That's down from 32 in the current
Knesset but up from the 19 or 21 in pre-election
polls. The opposition Yashar party of former mil-
itary chief Gadi Eisenkot lags at 21 seats.

The larger Netanyahu-aligned bloc is on pace
for 53 seats, with the Eisenkot bloc at 48 and
Arab-majority parties at 19. Most pre-election
polls had the Eisenkot bloc on top, and the for-
mer general gave a victory speech after initial
exit polls seemed to confirm that outcome. Mr.
Eisenkot aimed one remark at Israel’s security
chiefs, instructing them that Mr. Netanyahu no
longer had legitimacy to govern. This looks un-
wise as more results have come in.

The disappointment is palpable in the oppo-
sition, but it has itself to blame. As we’ve writ-
ten, Israelis want change—and are also more
right-wing. But instead of offering something
new, Mr. Eisenkot & Co. made this election the
same old referendum on “Bibi.”

Mr. Netanyahu is tied to unpopular coalition
partners and was Prime Minister during the
failed 2023 judicial reform and the Hamas mas-
sacre of Oct. 7, 2023. But the opposition’s “any-
one-but-Bibi” campaign has been a losing play
for years. It squandered opportunity by repolar-
izing the electorate.

Israel’s election saw turnout of more than
77%, the highest since 1999. The shock was the
surge in Israeli Arab turnout, driven by rising
crime in Arab areas and a desire to turf out Na-
tional Security Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir, ending

P rime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu en-

The election shows that
it’s too soon to count out  blocs now has an easy path to
the Prime Minister.

his control over police, prisons and firearm li-
censes. His legacy this election is the Arab par-
ties’ record showing, while the hard-right parties
stayed flat at 14 seats.
Neither of the big coalition

form a government. Mr. Ne-
tanyahu will struggle to con-
vince any opposition party to
join him. Mr. Eisenkot already
swore off allying with either Mr. Netanyahu; the
Haredi Jewish parties, which seek to keep the
politically toxic draft exemption for their ultra-
orthodox voters; or the Arab parties, which
don’t support the Jewish state’s existence or its
defense policies.

Many have called on Mr. Eisenkot to break his
pledge and bring in the Ra’am party, which is Is-
lamist but pragmatic, despite waffling on calling
Hamas a terrorist group. But its seven seats will
no longer be enough to get to a 61-seat majority.
Mr. Eisenkot would likely also need the support
of the militant Joint Arab List to prop up a mi-
nority government.

At its headquarters on election night, one of
the Joint List’s former Knesset members told the
crowd, “We dedicate the victory to our people in
the Gaza Strip, in the West Bank, in occupied Je-
rusalem. .. and our blessings also to the prison-
ers.” Most Israelis call those prisoners terrorists;
any such coalition would be shaky.

The best option may be a unity government,
as President Trump urges, joining the Likud
with the centrist opposition and excluding the
rest. It would be a natural decision if not for the
polarization around Mr. Netanyahu: Opposition
leaders don’t want to work with him, and he
won'’t play second-fiddle.

This means Israelis may soon be returning

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Don’t Bring Orbdn to the U.N. to Prove a Point

Your editorial “Viktor Orban, U.N.
Secretary-General?” (Oct. 26) con-
cedes the case against him, then says
the best thing that can be said about
his candidacy is that it would give the
United Nations a leader “as low as
Turtle Bay has already sunk.” This is a
proposal that would damage an insti-
tution further in order to prove that it
is already damaged.

Your account describes Washington
promoting Mr. Orban, with Moscow
and Beijing said to be supportive. If
the three governments were advanc-
ing him as a joint candidate, that
alone would put his independence in
doubt from the outset. Article 100 of
the U.N. Charter requires the secre-
tary-general to act without instruc-
tions from any government and re-
quires member states to respect the
international character of the office.

The council recommends; the Gen-
eral Assembly, representing all 193
member states, appoints, A candidate
presented as the choice of three great
powers would have to win the consent
of the states he was not chosen to
please.

Mr. Orban’s record is terrible: his
government’s assaults on Hungary’s
courts, press and civil society and his
advocacy for Vladimir Putin within
Europe. The United Nations deserves

unsparing criticism. It doesn’t deserve
a secretary-general chosen to prove its
crities right.
JorDAN RyaN
Belchertown, Mass.
Mr. Ryan is a former U.N. assistant
secretary-general.

President Trump has long displayed
contempt for the U.N., reinforced by
his administration’s drastic cuts in
American funding. Is Mr. Orban now
being groomed as President Trump’s
Trojan horse—to undermine the or-
ganization from within, perhaps fin-
ishing a job Mr. Trump can’t accom-
plish from outside?

Mr. Orban’s government became
synonymous with democratic back-
sliding, cronyism and serious allega-
tions of corruption involving his inner
circle. In April, Hungarian voters fi-
nally handed him a crushing electoral
defeat. His successor’s government
would hardly welcome, let alone sup-
port, his elevation to the world’s high-
est diplomatic office.

The secretary-general job demands
impartiality, diplomatic credibility and
the ability to build consensus. Mr. Or-
ban’s political career has demon-
strated virtually the opposite.

IsTvan Dosozt
Sarasota, Fla.

The Drought of Stars in the Lone Star State

While Jack Butler’s op-ed delves
into Republican Party loyalty, the
bigger and less understood topic is
how Texan voters chose the seri-

to the polls. It’s an outcome that Mr.
fears the least because he would have momen-
tum, better options and hang on as Prime Min-
ister in the meantime. But he wasn’t wrong late
Tuesday night to suggest that Israel has a
“once-in-a-lifetime opportunity, with our part-
ner President Trump, to remove the existential
threat from Iran once and for all.” This is no
time for Israeli paralysis.

The Fed’s Hawkish Hold

he Federal Open Market Committee

voted Wednesday to hold its short-term

interest rate target at 3.75%-4%—a move
both widely expected and wise. Inflation remains
well above the Fed’s 2% target but there’s consid-
erable uncertainty about how the economy will
behave in coming months given geopolitical un-
certainty. Raising or lowering interest rates right
before an election is a mug’s game—why do they
schedule a meeting for the last week of October,
anyway?—and Mr. Warsh defended the Fed’s in-
dependence by standing pat.

He could do so without undermining the
Fed’s credibility because he’s otherwise estab-
lishing a coherent record as an inflation hawk.
No one who looks at his speeches and press con-
ferences in his five months on the job would sus-
pect that he’s fishing for excuses to freeze or cut
rates before inflation is under control. That buys
a chairman some leeway for no increase at any
one meeting.

Mr. Warsh said at his Wednesday press con-
ference that the economy is strong even after
the Fed’s September rate increase. An important
point came when he said that he and his col-
leagues have “observed but were not surprised
by” recent market volatility. The message is that
the central bank is no longer trying to smooth

out financial markets. That removes some of the
pressure to constantly fine-tune policy.

Tt also doesn’t hurt that the Fed’s September
rate increase took some of the froth out of the
Al borrowing frenzy. As Mr. Warsh put it, there’s
no harm after years of easy money if investors
have to be “more discerning” in where they put
their money.

The counter-example comes via Fed Gover-
nor Lisa Cook, who joined Cleveland Fed Presi-
dent Beth Hammack in casting a dissenting vote
in favor of a rate increase. Ms. Hammack has a
record as an inflation hawk, but no one believes
Ms. Cook holds similar views.

Her vote looks like an attempt to thumb her
nose at President Trump, who always favors low
rates and is engaged in a convoluted legal battle
to fire Ms. Cook from the board. It would have
been better for the Fed as an institution if she
had joined the majority.

Mr. Warsh’s message remains that the mis-
sion isn’t accomplished because inflation re-
mains too high. Markets appear to expect an-
other rate increase at the FOMC’s next meeting
in December, which is a fair bet given inflation
above the Fed’s target. All the better if Mr.
Warsh can make progress while disentangling
it from the election season.

John Podesta’s Permitting Sabotage

asn’'t John Podesta done enough dam-
age to U.S. energy policy? Apparently
not. The architect of Joe Biden’s
harmful pause on new lique-

mental Policy Act’s requirements that agen-
cies review and mitigate potential environ-
mental impact of projects on federal land. It
merely imposes a shot clock

fied natural gas exports is  Biden’s climate ezar  on the completion of environ-
now trying to poison a bipar- : . . mental reviews and a 150-day
tisan permitting reform be- tries to scuttle a ccl‘reful statute of limitation to chal-
cause it could benefit fossil- Senate compromise. lenge permits.

fuel production. —— The bill also instructs

We recently told you about
adraft Senate deal that would accelerate fed-
eral permitting and reduce frivolous litigation.
It could get a vote in the lame-duck session of
Congress. While imperfect, the compromise
provides much-needed certainty for develop-
ers by banning federal agencies from cancel-
ling or suspending permits.

It would also let permit holders sue the feds
for damages if the government does a switch-
eroo. Democrats demanded such “certainty”
provisions out of frustration with the Trump
Administration’s moves to revoke permits for
offshore wind projects.

Yet Mr. Podesta called these provisions a
poison pill in remarks Friday at the University
of Colorado, Boulder, which were reported by
the climate site Heatmap. Lawmakers have
“handed Trump . . . a loaded Howitzer to go
after public lands, to permit stuff that even if
it’s illegal can’t be reversed by the courts,” Mr.
Podesta reportedly said.

The Trump team is “going to have a permit
gorge like you’ve never seen, not really caring
about whether they’re going through the legal
steps to do it, and under this bill, those can’t
be reversed,” the Biden climate adviser said.
The bill removes “states’ ability to ensure
clean drinking water” and “a lot of restraint
on the ability to get courts to enjoin for NEPA
violations.”

How does he mislead, let us count the ways.
The bill doesn’t alter the National Environ-

courts to provide “substantial
deference” to an agency on the “scope and con-
tents” of an environmental review, which is in-
tended to prevent judges from second-guess-
ing agencies.

None of this is a license to allow unfettered
drilling in Yellowstone, as Mr. Podesta sug-
gests. While the bill would limits states’ abil-
ity under the Clean Water Act to withhold per-
mits based on hypothetical indirect effects on
water quality, states would retain authority
to block projects if they create discharges that
pollute waterways.

Mr. Podesta’s real beef is that the compro-
mise could make it harder for a future Demo-
cratic administration to reprise his LNG “pause”
and rescind permits for fossil-fuel projects. It
could also prevent the climate crowd from
weaponizing the courts. Never mind that the
deal would limit Mr. Trump’s power to block re-
newable-energy projects.

The deal would also assist green energy by
letting the Federal Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion override states and approve transmission
lines in the “public interest.” Yet Mr. Podesta
suggested that Democrats should hold out for
a better deal since they will have more lever-
age if they take control of Congress.

Don’t be so sure. Mr. Trump may be less in-
clined to strike a deal with Democrats next
year. Then again, Mr. Podesta may know this.
For the implacable climate left, keeping fossil
fuels in the ground is all that matters.

ously c Ken Paxton over
popular incumbent Sen. John
Cornyn in the Republican primaries
(“Ken Paxton Tests the Limits of
Party Loyalty,” Oct. 23). Mr. Butler
repeats what has been broadly rec-
ognized—not only that Mr. Paxton
was impeached for bribery and cor-
ruption by the Texas House in 2023,
but that he is a deeply flawed, unin-
spiring, low-energy and slovenly
mannered candidate.

Most political observers reflect
that Mr. Cornyn would retain his
Republican senatorial seat in a cake-
walk; but now the Democratic candi-
date, James Talarico, has a better
chance of defeating Mr. Paxton. At
least in this case, Texas Republican
voters couldn’t draw quickly enough
or shoot straight. They shot them-
selves in the foot.

JOHN PASTER
Estero, Fla.

Mr. Butler’s op-ed could well be
retitled “Ken Paxton Tests the Lim-
its of Party Integrity.” While some

may be uncomfortable with Mr. Ta-
larico’s knowledge and provocative
application of the Bible to today’s
cultural discourse, he stands on
solid theological grounds, which is
precisely why the religious right
finds him so threatening. Con-
versely, as Mr. Butler points out, Mr.
Paxton was impeached for bribery,
corruption and abuse of office. That
history fundamentally tests the
party’s values and integrity.

Tom PALMER

Wilmette, 111

Mr. Butler’s op-ed on the compet-
itive Texas Senate race is good at
describing what’s happening in
Texas. Mr. Paxton is known for his
corruption, and any informed Re-
publican who votes for him will be
holding his nose because, in addi-
tion, he’s a lousy campaigner and
plain lazy.

What Texans see in Mr. Talarico
is a good man who is open to civil
debate and wants to bring people
together. He’s a gifted speaker and a
great, tireless campaigner. He de-
serves to win.

SARA STEVENSON
Austin

The New Age of Mutually Assured Disruption

Jillian Kay Melchior’s op-ed “The
Ukraine ‘Kill Zone’ Is Al’s Testing
Ground” (Oct. 21) focuses on artifi-
cial intelligence’s ability to make
weapons more effective. But Al's
greatest military contribution may
ultimately be making conventional
warfare obsolete.

Rather than killing soldiers and de-
stroying property, Al could increas-
ingly influence an adversary’s capac-
ity and willingness to continue
fighting by disrupting economic ac-
tivity, military production, logistics,
communications and financial sys-
tems. Such capabilities could also
create dangerous civilian conse-
quences, making restraint and revers-
ibility essential.

During the Cold War, mutually as-
sured destruction helped deter nu-
clear conflict. Al may introduce a new
doctrine: mutually assured disruption.

Boundaries at the Ballot Box

1 admire Rahm Emanuel’s opti-
mism about the coming election
(“Democrats Need McCain-Romney
Republicans,” op-ed, Oct. 22). But he
may be making an unusual mistake
about his view of John McCain and
Mitt Romney voters, as well as the
mess that is the Democratic Party.
Just as MAGA has stolen the Repub-
lican Party from center-right conser-
vatives, so has the DSA stolen the
Democratic Party from center-left
liberals.

The solution to our current state
of politics is the formation of a cen-
trist party called America United.
The two-party system is dead.

ALLEN KAPLAN

Benicia, Calif.

1 will only consider switching to
“D” when the Democratic Party
throws out the DSA revolutionaries.
The DSA advocates for the destruc-
tion of our Constitution—something
1 and many other veterans pledged
to uphold with our lives.

Dave SmitH
Salisbury, Md.

Letters intended for publication should
be enailed lo waj1rs@vcom, Pleuse
include your city, state and telephone
All létters are subject to
editing, and unpublished letters cannot
he acknowledged.

When opposing nations recognize
their vulnerability to widespread eco-
nomic and institutional disruption,
the incentives to negotiate could be-
come more powerful than the incen-
tives to fight.

The ultimate achievement of mili-
tary Al may not be winning wars more
efficiently, but making traditional
warfare increasingly unnecessary.

Tom NUGENT
Charleston, S.C.

A CEO on a Collision Course

After reading your editorial “Fly-
ing the Socialist Skies at United”
(Oct. 21), I will never again fly
United Airlines—even if the ticket
price is substantially lower than
other airlines.

As a middle-class homeowner
with only limited additional assets
to pass on to my children, I was ap-
palled to learn that United Airlines
CEO Scott Kirby, with a reported es-
timated net worth of up to $120
million, has called for an inheritance
tax “close to 100%.”

Investors in United Airlines Hold-
ings, Inc. should be extremely wary
of a CEO who advocates for such an
egregiously destructive, anti-entre-
preneurial wealth tax.

LoNNIE BARHAM
Warwick, R.I.

Pepper ...
And Salt
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“Press 1 to slowly lose all hope
and sink into a black pit

of existential despair. Press 2

for the same thing in Spanish.”
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OPINION

‘Decoy Dan’ Is Peltola’s Alaska Plant

POTOMAC
WATCH

By Kimberley A.
Strassel

hen the Justice De-

partment sued Alaska

over its manipulated

Senate ballot, liberal

shrieks could initially
be heard up to the Arctic. They're fad-
ing now, after the New York Times on
Wednesday published evidence that
Democrats rigged Alaska’s ranked-
choice ballot with a decoy candidate
who threatens to deny Republican
Sen. Dan Sullivan re-election.

Yet while exposing the deceit is
helpful, it’s no remedy. Hurdle upon
hurdle has been stacked against Alas-
kans’ ability to have a clear and fair
vote: False-flag candidates, a Rube
Goldberg ballot, deceptive election-
eering. Court action may be the only
remedy.

Here’s what we knew up to
Wednesday: Alaska is saddled with a
nightmarish election system, in
which voters rank four final general-
election candidates in order of pref-
erence. Just prior to the election fil-
ing deadline, a retired teacher named
Dan Sullivan filed to run against Sen.
Dan Sullivan. It looked like a clear ef-
fort to confuse voters staring at that
final four ballot.

The Alaska Division of Elections
barred the decoy on grounds he filed

By Roland Fryer

wo decades ago, my Har-

vard students asked how

to get to Wall Street. To-

day, they ask how to make

money and make a differ-
ence. An entire industry has grown
around that ambition. The Global
Impact Investing Network in 2024
estimated that nearly 4,000 organi-
zations managed $1.57 trillion in
impact investments worldwide.
Their promise is to deliver financial
returns while improving lives. How
they measure the second part varies
considerably.

The quantity of students edu-
cated, Medicaid patients treated or
carbon emissions avoided can tell
an investor about a company’s
work. But how should he compare
those outcomes in deciding where
another million dollars would do
the most good?

Developing a common
standard would be one of
the best ways of expanding
economic opportunity.

Financial returns allow investors
to identify outstanding funds. With-
out a common measure, investors
can’t reliably identify the funds de-
livering the greatest social benefit
per dollar—and reward them with
more capital.

Bill Helman and I confronted this
accounting problem when we
founded Equal Opportunity Ventures
in 2019 to invest in businesses that
expand economic opportunity. After
assembling the IKEA dining tables
that would serve as our desks, our
team turned to the whiteboard walls
in our Boston office to develop a
common measure of social return.

The answer emerged in two steps.
First, we identified what difference a
company’s product would make in
people’s lives. Suppose a training
company’s graduates earn $50,000 a
year. If they would otherwise have
earned $48,000, the program added
$2,000. If they would have earned
$30,000, it added $20,000. The same
reported salary conceals a tenfold
difference in the effect on earnings.
A convincing research design must
establish what would have happened
without the program—the counter-
factual. Otherwise, we risk crediting
the company with income that grad-
uates would have earned anyway.

Second, we calculated what that
difference is worth. For job training,
the starting point is additional earn-
ings in dollars. We then subtract tu-

“with a purpose to confuse or mis-
lead” voters. Decoy Dan filed as a Re-
publican but had no ties to the GOP.
He had donated to liberal causes and
to Sen. Sullivan’s Democratic chal-
lenger, Mary Peltola. He had used a
Democratic political consultant with
links to Mrs. Peltola. He had asked to
be listed as “Dan S. Sullivan,” using
the senator’s middle initial, though
his own middle initial is J. He created
a campaign logo almost identical to
the incumbent’s.

Alaska’s Supreme Court allowed
Decoy Dan to proceed anyway. He got
2.5% of the primary vote, enough to
send him to the final four. Through
all this, the Peltola campaign claimed
it had nothing to do with the ruse.

But Mrs, Peltola’s former campaign
manager, Elisa Rios, told the Times
that the campaign began an operation
in 2025 to track down other Alaskan
Dan Sullivans, coax them to run and
confuse voters. The Democratic Sena-
torial Campaign Committee provided
a Democratic operative who special-
ized in “secret ballot maneuvers,” and
he got Decoy Dan to run, according to
the Times.

The operative reportedly told the
campaign that Decoy Dan said “he
hated Trump, and if it was going to
help Mary, he liked Mary. He didn’t
have any interest in being a politi-
cian, but if this could help.” The
Times story provides evidence Dem-
ocrats might have also recruited the
fourth candidate on the Senate bal-
lot, Gerald Heikes. The Peltola cam-

ition, income forgone during train-
ing, and other costs participants
bear that aren’t reflected in the earn-
ings estimate. Better health, cleaner
air and improved primary education
require economic research to trans-
late their benefits into dollars.

Even mortality risk can be valued
in dollars, though the estimates vary
widely. Economists Orley Ashenfelter
and Michael Greenstone studied the
effect of raising rural interstate
speed limits from 55 to 65 miles an
hour. Drivers saved time, but more
people died. Valuing the time saved
at the average wage, they estimated
that states accepted roughly $3 mil-
lion in savings per additional fatality.
Under their model, that figure set an
upper bound on those states’ valua-
tion of a statistical life. By compari-
son, the Department of Health and
Human Services valued a statistical
life at about $13.5 million. A common
standard should make different as-
sumptions clear, lest investors mis-
take more generous valuations for
greater impact.

Consider a hypothetical invest-
ment in a training company. A fund
puts in $200,000 for a 20% stake,
which subsequent financing reduces
to 10% before the program begins
serving students. Suppose credible
evidence shows that 2,000 partici-
pants will gain an average of $5,000
each in additional earnings, mea-
sured in present value after partici-
pants’ costs. The total benefit is $10
million. The fund’s allocated share
is $1 million: $5 of social benefit per
dollar invested. The fund can’t
claim the total benefits any more
than it can claim the company’s en-
tire sale price.

Now suppose the same fund in-
vests $500,000 in a health business

paign and DSCC both denied recruit-
ing anyone.

Ms. Rios suddenly told the Times
last week: “As discussed on our call
earlier today, I am confirming that I
have retracted all statements made
regarding the 2026 Alaska Senate
Race in connection with any article
you may or may not be writing.” She
added: “I am not willing to be a
source for any story in any capacity.”
The paper noted that it isn’t bound
by her decision to backtrack and that
Ms. Rios has planned a wrongful-ter-
mination suit against the campaign.

Her former campaign
manager says the other
Sullivan was recruited
to confuse GOP voters.

It’s clear Decoy Dan had no inter-
est in actually attaining office. His
campaign’s website contains two
press releases and six blog posts and
was last updated six weeks ago. Its
Facebook page features eight entries
since the Aug. 18 primary, the last
one on Sept. 30. One shares a poem.
None feature a single idea, platform
or promise.

Decoy Dan has spent no money on
staff, advertising, media, travel or
campaign events. His listed expenses
show $300 to the Alaska election di-
vision for a candidate brochure,

and holds 10% after dilution. The
company reaches 100,000 people and
reduces each person’s risk of dying
by 1in 10,000—averting an expected
10 deaths. The HHS benchmark val-
ues the mortality benefit at $135 mil-
lion. The fund’s share is $13.5 mil-
lion, or $27 per dollar invested,
before other benefits and costs.
Halve the valuation and the multiple
falls to $13.50. The company has ac-
complished exactly the same thing.
Investors should know how much of
the reported return rests on the
fund’s chosen valuation.

These comparisons allow inves-
tors to make informed trade-offs. A
person willing to accept a lower fi-
nancial return can ask how much ad-
ditional social benefit that conces-
sion yields. Another seeking market-
rate returns can weigh investments
with similar financial prospects but
different effects on people’s lives.
Both can put their money where
their values are.

$4,000 to the Democratic consultant,
and more than $20,000 to a Wash-
ington law firm for “compliance and
legal fees.”

His only real fundraising is a link
asking for money to cover his litiga-
tion costs. According to Federal Elec-
tion Commission records, he has had
five itemized donors for the general
election, contributing $5,400. Three
of them live outside Alaska. He’s re-
ceived zero contributions from any
party committee, political action
committee, or other candidate. But
he has served his purpose: getting his
name on the final ballot, in hope that
it will confuse enough voters to tip
the election to Mrs. Peltola.

Some liberals and ranked-choice
supporters now claim Alaska’s system
will guard against this chicanery. So
long as supporters of the incumbent
rank both Dan Sullivans, their vote
will go to the senator in the end.

Meaning, so long as every voter
knows exactly how to defeat the
game, all will be well. Right. This will
be Alaskan Republicans’ third experi-
ence with ranked-choice voting, and
they’ve been advised differently each
time. Two years ago, they were told
to rank only one candidate for U.S.
House election, Nick Begich. That
made sense as he was the only Re-
publican. Now they are being told by
Donald Trump and the Sullivan cam-
paign to vote for multiple candidates,
including one exposed as a fraud.
That’s confusing, and why should vot-
ers cast a ballot for a deceptive can-

How Do Investors Measure ‘Social Impact’?

On our office whiteboard, we
named this measure the social
money multiplier. We estimate the
benefit per person in dollars, then
multiply by the number of people
reached. We discount future benefits
to present value, account for uncer-
tainty, subtract costs and harms and
count each benefit only once. To cal-
culate an investor’s multiple, we allo-
cate benefits according to ownership
and divide by the amount invested.

Like an investment multiple, the
result expresses value per dollar in-
vested. Social benefits can begin ac-
cruing as soon as a product improves
a person’s life; they needn’t wait for
an investor to sell his stake. TPG’s
Rise Fund and the Bridgespan Group
developed a similar research-based
measure, the “impact multiple of
money.”

This approach favors benefits
that are easier to measure. A vegan
restaurant may be an excellent im-
pact investment, but the path from

didate? Though some will do so inad-
vertently, especially since his name is
the first on the ballot.

Voters are also being purposely
misled. A political action committee
called the Center for Honest Voting
sent a mailer this month to Republi-
can and independent households. It
screams: “One person. One vote. One
choice,” beside a graphic showing a
filled-in first choice and crossed-out
additional choices. “President Trump
is calling out fraud,” it asserts:
“Trust your first choice. Only vote
once.” P've spoken to numerous sup-
porters of the senator who are
deeply confused.

It's unclear what reach federal law
has here, but it isn’t unheard of for a
court to disqualify a decoy candidate.
And the U.S. Supreme Court has ob-
served that a state has “an interest, if
not a duty, to protect the integrity of
its political processes from frivolous
or fraudulent candidacies.” How
much more evidence does the Alaska
Supreme Court need that this decoy
fits both definitions?

Maybe the election results will be
clear enough to make litigation un-
necessary. But especially if Senate
control ends up hinging on Alaska,
the candidacy of Decoy Dan can’t be
allowed to stand. Meanwhile, Alas-
kans will do themselves and the na-
tion a favor if they pass this year’s
ballot initiative to ditch ranked-
choice voting, which we now know
Democrats rigged to swing a Senate
election.

seitan to salary is less direct than
the one from job training to higher
earnings. Did customers change
their diets, did their health improve,
and did that improvement affect
their ability to work? Health and en-
vironmental benefits matter, but
they too must be measured and val-
ued in dollars. A shared body of evi-
dence would help us evaluate oppor-
tunities whose impact today seems
impossible to measure.

My team and [ have assembled a
research database to measure the
social impact of our portfolio.
Greater collaboration would let in-
vestors assess their portfolios, test
their assumptions and estimate a so-
cial money multiplier. Each new
study—and evidence from invest-
ments—could improve the estimates
for everyone.

Directing $1.57 trillion toward in-
vestments that deliver the greatest
social benefit would be a monumen-
tal achievement. Creating a universal
standard may be among the most
consequential things we can do to
expand economic opportunity. Better
measurement could also attract addi-
tional capital from investors who
want to improve lives but need evi-
dence that their money will do so.

My students ask how to make
money and make a difference. With a
common standard, we could show
them where capital has improved
lives, by how much and where the
next dollar could do the most good.
Measuring impact deserves the same
ambition as making it.

Mr. Fryer, a Journal contributor,
is a professor of economics at Har-
vard, a founder of Equal Opportunity
Ventures and a senior fellow at the
Manhattan Institute.

Ukraine Enlists a Drone for a Pioneering Rescue

By Anna Husarska

krainian forces recently evacu-

ated a wounded soldier by aer-

ial drone, maybe the first such
mission ever. The rescue of Kostian-
tyn Vlasenko, a 49-year-old infantry-
man, from the front line near the city
of Kupiansk involved four Ukrainian
brigades. Early this month a heavy-
lift drone transported Mr. Vlasenko
to safety while smaller drones served
as protection and decoys.

Before the war, Mr. Viasenko was a
miner in Kryvyi Rih, a city in south-
ern Ukraine. He volunteered for the
army after Russia’s 2022 invasion. He
had spent more than 16 months at
the Kupiansk front, a kill zone that is
heavily mined and patrolled by Rus-
sian drones. At first he manned the
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post alongside another soldier, mak-
ing radio reports on enemy move-
ments. Since February, Mr. Vlasenko
had worked alone, after a Russian
drone attack killed his partner.

That attack left Mr. Vlasenko alive
but maimed. After the blast, in which
he believes the drone dropped an anti-
tank mine, Mr. Vlasenko tried to treat
his shattered legs with tourniquets. In
April, owing to frostbite and gan-
grene, “I lost my left foot; it rotted off
on its own,” Mr. Vlasenko told Yurii
Butusov, who runs a YouTube chan-
nel. “Then in May, I cut off the right
one myself.” The exposed bone in his
right shin had made it difficult to
crawl to recover emergency supplies
air-dropped to him. “I knew it was al-
ready beyond saving.” He amputated
his right foot while hiding in the
boiler room of an abandoned school.

front were killed on their way to his
position. Two more soldiers were
killed trying to retrieve their com-
rades’ bodies. With an air evacuation
the only option, military units includ-
ing the 92nd Infantry Brigade spent
six months planning.

A few days before Oct. 4, a drone
air-dropped a mountaineering rescue
harness to Mr. Vlasenko. The harness
carried a telephone with video in-
structions for attaching himself with
carabiners to the winch of the drone
that would transport him.

A wounded soldier in the
‘kill zone’ attached himself
to a hexacopter’s winch for
a 39-mile ride to safety.

Vlasenko and transport him along a
39-mile route at an altitude of
roughly 500 feet. Soldiers tracked his
progress through a camera attached
to the hexacopter and talked to him
via a speaker on the camera. As he
was lifted, he gestured OK and even
formed a little half-heart with one
hand. Once Mr. Vlasenko reached
safety, a cushioned land drone helped
him move to an ambulance from the
hexacopter.

Recovering in a hospital in
Kharkiv, Mr. Vlasenko said that when
the drone descended to collect him,
he heard what he described as a
“roar of rescue” that he will never
forget. During the mission, he wor-
ried most while he was being trans-
ported over water, because he
doesn’t know how to swim.

The mission drew comparisons to

Mr. Vlasenko’s kept
him alive for months with drone deliv-
eries of medicine, including antibiot-
ics, painkillers and topical antiseptic.
They also dropped power banks, food
and water. In one package, his wife
sent a novel by Stephen King, his fa-
vorite author. In a video after the oper-
ation, the soft-spoken Mr. Vlasenko
dwelled less on the horrors of his soli-
tary ordeal at the front than the kind-
ness of his fellow soldiers. “They
spoiled me,” he said, by dropping not
only canned meat and porridge but
treats such as Fanta soda, Snickers
bars and Marlboro or Camel cigarettes.

Ukrainian forces determined that
they couldn’t rescue Mr. Vlasenko
with a ground-based evacuation. A
year ago, two soldiers dispatched to
relieve Mr. Vlasenko on the Kupiansk

The hexacopter, or six-rotor drone,
that carried Mr. Vlasenko was a
Heavy Shot Ayudag-6, made in
Ukraine by Gurzuf Defense. The craft
was adapted to remain stable with a
human payload and can carry up to
287 pounds. Mr. Vlasenko’s comrades
figured that after four years at war,
he weighed no more than 150 pounds.
Mr. Vlasenko complimented the
drone operator’s dexterity: “He did
not pick me up like a bag of potatoes,
but like a real human being.”

Ukrainian forces relied on jam-
mers and artillery to counter enemy
fire that might have foiled the mis-
sion and lost only one Vampire drone
that was providing cover. It took an
hour and 14 minutes to scoop up Mr.

Ukraine’s O Spiderweb in
June 2025, which involved concealing
drones in trucks and then launching
them from the vehicles’ roofs to de-
stroy warplanes in Russian airfields.
Both Spiderweb and the evacuation
tapped the resourcefulness that has
became a Ukrainian hallmark during
the conflict.

The rescue also proved the mili-
tary’s commitment to leave none of
their own behind. Moscow has been
known to use troops to prevent sol-
diers from retreating. Ukrainian Pres-
ident Volodymyr Zelensky recently
told a journalist about the war: “We
are not losing it. But we are losing
people.” Ukraine is saving people, too.

Ms. Husarska is a journalist who
writes regularly from Ukraine.
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A group of Catholic leaders
came to the White House Oct.
22 to pray for President Donald
Trump. Unbeknownst to the
well-meaning Catholics, their
prayer in the Oval Office was
recorded and the White House
shared it without permission,
according to Milwaukee Arch-
bishop Jeffrey Grob.

Everythingis on camera, and
every photo and every record-
ing has the potential to go viral,
depending on the timing, the
content and agenda of the people
doing the sharing, This is an
unfortunate reality — even if
you're amember of the clergy.

Still, the incident has us
scratching our heads. How low
do you have to go to embarrass
clergy while they are praying for
your very soul?

“I'wish T had been more
shrewd and less simple, like those
who exploited our meeting for
partisan political purposes,” Des
Moines Bishop William Joensen
said after the video took off.

Indeed.

To be clear, praying for polit-
ical leaders is hardly novel or
uncommon, and the bishops who
prayed for blessings could just as
easily have been doing so for any
supplicant. In many pulpits on
most Sundays, pastors and priests
are known to humbly requesér

EDITORIALS
Is nothing sacred? Not even
prayer in Trump’s White House

-

2

President Donald Trump gestures to reporters to be quiet during an event in the Oval Office of the White

House on Oct., 20 in Washington. ANDREW HARNIK/GETTY

lics accepted the call to visit and
minister to a sitting president,

‘wisdom and good jud om

giventhep i

our elected officials. Republicans
and Democrats, Sinnersall.

Moreover, offering prayers in
the White House is a tradition
that has been observed by pres-
idents of both parties for gener-
ations. It’s not just a tradition,
but an honor to be asked. So we
are not surprised the Catho-

impact of his future actions on
the rest of their flock. And if any
president needed to hear prayers
about good judgment and moral
rectitude, Donald Trump is that
president.

There are a lot more judgments
to be made; Trump’s second term
is far from over.

“I took some time to weigh
the decision and ultimately felt
that, if T had the opportunity to
offer my voice in a way that might
improve the lives of God’s chil-
dren, I ought to take it. I pray for
our elected officials on a daily
basis, so it seemed appropriate
todo soin person,” Grob said
Sunday, adding that the meeting
was not an endorsement of the
president, his party or his poli-

»

cies.

Of course not. Reasonable
people understand that.

And yet, times have changed.
Going to the White House has
become a journey littered with
political landmines to which
even the holy are not immune.
No matter who sits behind the
big desk, simply being there is
certain to rile up folks on one side
of the aisle or the other.

This is hardly the first time
Trump has ruffled Catholics’
feathers, not least because he’s
feuded with Pope Leo XIV.

But this exploitation of Catho-
lic bishops who were praying for
their president, not delivering
papal edicts with political pati-
nas, feels especially repulsive.

Especially when you consider
what the Bible has to say about
performative piety in the gospel
of Matthew: “And when you pray,
do notbe like the hypocrites, for
they love to pray standing in the
synagogues and on the street
corners to be seen by others.”
The gospel suggests a different
approach: “But when you pray,
go into your room, close the door
and pray to your Father, who is

that praying is good — the issue is
with praying to be seen.

The Trump administration
seems to have missed that partic-
ular New Testament memo. We
are less than shocked, although
we've also seen our share of
performative piety around
Chicago politics.

“We came in good faith to try
to work for the betterment of
our fellow human beings, to ease
their suffering, to build up the
common good, and to pray witha
president, not to pose for a polit-
ical photo opportunity to benefit
the few,” Grob said.

Absolutely. We could all use
some building up of the common
good. The Catholic bishops came
to the White House because it is
their job and their calling, They
should have been treated by the
White House with a lot more
respect.

Tiny townships are good place to start trimming government bloat

Readers may remember
Tiffany Henyard, the scan-
dal-plagued former mayor of
Dolton and supervisor of Thorn-
ton Township.

An investigation by former
Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot
uncovered trips to New York City,
Atlanta and Las Vegas paid for
with village credit cards.

Today, we're heading south to
Dolson.

That’s nota typo.

Dolson Township, popula-
tion 350, is about 20 miles from
the Indiana state line and about
an hour and 20 minute drive to
Champaign.

This tiny township is plagued
by atale we’ve seen play out
before closer to home: Public
corruption.

Former township Clerk
Kimberly Grable pleaded guilty
to official misconduct and was
sentenced to five years in prison.
Illinois Attorney General Kwame

“Elected officials such as town-
ship clerks are rightfully held toa
higher standard and expected to
carry out their duties with integ-
rity on behalf of the taxpayers
they serve,” Raoul said on Oct. 20.

Indeed. Grable’s story reminds
us that Illinois’ vast number of
government entities makes it
hard to keep an eye on every-
thing. Whereas Henyard faced
scrutiny from a disgruntled
public and the Chicago media
market, smaller entities in more
remote places don’t garner the
same attention.

There are more of these
government entities than you
might realize. Illinois is home
to more than 1,400 townships;
nearly half have fewer than 1,000
residents, according to the Civie
Federation.

Some, like Dolson, have fewer
than 500 residents. We'll call

Bill 4625, which would automat-
ically eliminate every township
in Illinois with fewer than 500
residents on Jan. 1, 2029, trans-
ferring most of its responsibilities
to county government. To ensure
there are taxpayer savings, the
measure would limit counties
tolevying 25% of a dissolved
township’s previous property tax
levy for the responsibilities they
assume.

Clark County, home to Dolson
Township, has just over 15,000
residents. It is, however, home
to 15 townships — about one for
every 1,000 residents — including
atleast one other micro-town-
ship (Auburn Township, popula-
tion about 230).

Under Sosnowski’s bill, Clark
County would assume Dolson
Township’s responsibilities.

Of course, counties would need
to ensure that residents continue

them micro- 3 One state
lawmaker says Illinois doesn’t

ng essential services.
And we concede that some rural

people needs its own township
government.

It’s not just the opportunity for
corruption that comes with lack
of serutiny that justifies consoli-
dating these units of government.

Even when run honestly, they
require more elected officials
typically making substantial sala-
ries and often earning generous
pensions that taxpayers must
finance until the end of their
days. In a state with some of the
highest property taxes in the
country, shedding these taxing
bodies counts as low hanging
fruit. A start.

You could argue, and we'd
agree, that the bigger problem
with townships lies up north
in the more densely populated
part of the state, where town-
ships overlap with counties and
villages and the costs of support-
ing them are higher.

Gov. JB Pritzker has backed
legislation to make it easier to

been elusive.

Yet, as we’ve written before,
there is precedent for dissolv-
ing townships and shifting their
responsibilities to other govern-
mental units. Evanston residents
voted to abolish Evanston Town-
ship in 2014, with its responsi-
bilities passed on to the city of
Evanston.

In the Metro East, the city of
Belleville took on the services
provided by Belleville Township
after it was dissolved in 2017. And
areferendum to dissolve West
Peoria Township passed in 2020.

The sky did not fall.

‘We get that many politicians
would prefer to focus their legis-
lative energies on sexier issues
than the seemingly thankless
job of pruning our overgrown
thicket of governmental bodies.
But, given the taxpayer anger
that’s ready to boil over in this
state, officeholders willing to
reform the government we have

Raoul’s office alleged that Grable  need them and is trying to do townships provide valuable dissolve townships, and plenty of ~rather than bolt on more addi-
stole more than $168,000 from something about it. services. proposals to consolidate taxing ~ tions might well be surprised at
the township to pay offapersonal ~ Republican state Rep. Joe But that doesn’t mean every bodies continue to cropup in the positive response from their
vehicle and other ki has i duced House ity ofafew h d Springfield. Progress, though, has  constituents.
ON THIS DAY 36 YEARS AGO EDITORIAL CARTOON
PREMATURE OBITUARIES FOR YUPPIEDOM

SHENEMAN ™

Is Yuppie dead?

A growing number of market-
ing analysts and other observers
of popular culture think so. Power
ties and power lunchingare out,
say the up-to-the-second analysts.
‘Value and caringare back in.

Still, it may be too early to bid
adieu to the self-absorbed, self-in-
dulgentbaby boomers who gave
the 1980s an unexpected associ-
ation with white wine, the BMW,
$800 briefcases, jogging shoes
and brie.

While fashionable men’s stores
reporta fall-offin the sale of red
suspenders, the fashion pages
continue to show as represen-
tative “men of the ’80s” such
curious figures as the 43-year-
old Chicago risk-taker recently
photographed in USA Today
receiving a head-to-tootsies
‘pampering—pedicure, manicure
and full facial—at “the gentle-
men’sbarbers,” Triefitt & Hillon
North Michigan Avenue.

“Every week,” he said, “T have
ashave and a stress massage.”
Perhaps to prepare himself for the

stress that might follow his receiv-
ing the reported price tag foritall:
$400. But you only live once and,
as Georgie Jessel once said, if you
doitright, onceis enough.

For some, the ’80s boom may
be turning into a ’90s bust, Wall
Street scandals may have taken
the gleam off the yuppward-
ly-mobile career track and scat-
tered layoffs and cutbacks may
be turning greed pursuits into
struggles for basic economic
survival and concern for the
future that awaits today’s yuppie
puppies. ...

Today’s terminology may
change (Does anyone ever
admit openly to being a yuppie?
Ever?), and the outer trappings
of dress-for-success may molt
like yesterday’s peacock feathers.
Butas long as God makes little
green kiwi fruit and humans turn
out custom shoes, reports of the
death of the yuppie will sound, to
paraphrase Mark Twain, greatly
exaggerated.

Tribune editorial board,

0ct.29,1990
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OPINION

Fixing city’s approach to lead line
removal will help public safety

By Richard Day
and Jens Ludwig
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

As we head into a mayoral
election, public safety remains a
key concern of voters. Because
of Chicago’s budget situation,
we can't just throw more money
at the problem. We will need to
figure out how to do more with
less. Here’s a zero-cost way to
help reduce gun violence over the
long run: Fix Chicago’s broken
approach toreplacing lead water
service lines.

‘What dolead pipes have to do
‘with public safety? Lead isa dura-
ble, waterproof material widely
used for decades across the coun-
try to connect main water lines to
homes and other buildings. But it
also is toxic, especially to young
children. Once absorbed, it can
be stored in the bones for years
and causes damage to some of the
most important parts of the grow-
ingbrain. The U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency says the only
safe level of lead exposure is zero
exposure.

This is not only terrible for
public health, butit also contrib-
utes to our public safety chal-
lenges.

Thereisalarge body of
research suggesting lead expo-
sure increases violent crime.
One study by researcher Jessica
‘Wolpaw Reyes argued phasing
outleaded gasoline accounts
for more than halfthe decline in
violent crime in America from
1992 to 2002.

Researchers with Harvard
University and the University of
California Berkeley who looked
at the early 20th century found
that cities using lead pipes had
murder rates roughly 25% higher
than those using iron water-ser-
vice lines.

Modern-day cities add chem-
icals to their water to try to
prevent lead-pipe corrosion, but
thatis animperfect fix.

Unfortunately, Chicago has
far more lead service lines than
any other city in the coun-
try — 412,000 lead lines out of
491,000 total water service lines.
Researchers at Johns Hopkins
University estimated that 68% of
Chicago children younger than
6 live in homes with tap water
containing detectable levels of
lead.

‘Why do we have so many
more lead service lines than
other cities? Partly, the answer
is our legacy as an older city, but
partly the answer also is politics.
Starting in the 1950s, many cities
reversed course and banned lead

pipes. In Chicago, partly thanks
to pressure from the plumb-

er’s union — which helped get
Mayor Richard J. Daley elected
and saw a chance for more work
for members — the city required
lead pipes until Congress banned
them in1986.

Politics also is one of the
reasons Chicago struggles to fix
the problem. The fastest, most
cost-effective way to replace
water-service lines is to do this
for a whole block at once. But
that’s hard to do when many
property owners refuse to grant
the city access to their lead
service lines,

Larger landlords may be hard
to reach or just not care. And
individual homeowners maynot
understand the need to replace
their lines or just may not want
the hassle.

Politically, it's much easier to
digup individual lead service
lines for homeowners who want
it, rather than tell everyone on
the block that they’re getting an
involuntary construction project.

Newark, New Jersey, tack-
led this problem by passing
an ordinance that mandated
access. After Newark passed

this ordinance in September
2019, replacements jumped from
roughly 100 per month to 80 to
100 per day.

It would be unfair to blame
this entirely on politics; incom-
petence appears to play arole
as well. For example, Chicago
historically has relied on the
most expensive and disrup-
tive approach to lead-service-
line replacement (what’s called
“open trench replacement,”
which requires diggingup the
entire line to replace the pipe,
versus more surgical trenchless
approaches).

The cityis shifting in this
direction but continues to lag
other cities in Illinois.

Chicago also struggles to effec-
tively manage the contractors
itbrings in to handle many of
these lead-service-line replace-
ments, The Department of Water
Management (DWM) acknowl-
edged as much when pressed on
this over the summer.

The result? Slow progress
and eye-watering costs. At our
current pace, Chicago won’t
replace all of our lead service
lines until 2076. That’s about 30
years after it’s required by the

Discarded lead pipe removed from a home sits in the 10100 block of South Green Street in Chicago on May 2, 2024. ANTONIO PEREZ/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

federal government to finish the
job. Over the summer, WBEZ

and Grist reported that Chicago’s
costs are more than six times the
EPA’s national estimate of $4,700.
‘We're also far more expensive
than other big cities — the costs
are more than twice that of New
York.

Atthese costs, there is almost
no plausible amount of new
money that will get the job done.
Based on an average removal cost
of $35,000, the full cost would be
astaggering $14 billion. That’s
equivalent to the funding gap for
the worst-funded of our city’s
pension plans.

Fixing this will require ambi-
tious changes. This year, we
finally saw some movement at
the state level. During the spring
legislative session, the General
Assembly passed SB4025, led by
state Sen. Ram Villivalam, which,
among other things, mandates
access for lead-service-line
replacements. The bill doesn’t
provide any consequences for
property owners that refuse
access, and it’s still an open ques-
tion how aggressively Chicago
will use this new authority, but
it’s astep in the right direction.

Chicago also should bring in
managers with experience in
cities such as Newark that have
managed to replace lead service
lines cost-efficiently. Chicago’s
DWM also should be forced to
provide a clear accounting ofits
existing costs and replacement
methods. And elected officials
will need to be willing back up
the department when it needs
cooperation from other city
departments or faces complaints
from residents about block-level
replacements.

This will be uncomfortable and
will require some real leadership.
Butit’s the only way out of the
situation we're in today. And if we
get this right, we not only could
help address a long-term public
safety (and public health) crisis
but actually save alot of money in
the process.

Richard Day is executive director
of the public policy organization
A City That Works. Jens Ludwig
is the Edwin A. and Betty L.
Bergman distinguished service
professor at the University of
Chicago and Pritzker director of
the University of Chicago Crime
Lab.

Why I dressed up as Gloria Steinem for a Halloween party

By Cathy Cassata
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

T'm not sure why it took Gloria
Steinem’s death for me to really
delve into her life. Tknew she was
aleader of second-wave femi-
nism in the 1960s and a jour-
nalist, but I didn’t know much
more than that. I wasborn in
1977, about three years after the
Equal Credit Opportunity Act of
1974 made it illegal for creditors
to discriminate against appli-
cants on the basis of sex or mari-
tal status. This allowed women
in the United States the right
to get credit cards and loans in
their own names withoutamale
co-signer.

WhenIgotmy first credit card
at18, my mom told me she was
almost 30 when she was given the
same right.

Steinem’s death got me thinking
alotabout my mom, who died in
2007 at 61 years old. Steinem was
more than 10 years older than her,
so my mom definitely witnessed
her activism. I'd love to ask her
what she thought of Steinem.
Something tells me she would say
mostly good things. Although my
mom gave the impression that she
was reserved, maybe even conser-
vative, she was a feminist at heart,
always encouraging my indepen-
dent choices — choices she didn’t
necessarily have.

‘When I started playing basket-
ball as a kid, my mom told me she
really liked playing basketball, too,
but, in her time, girls were allowed
to play only half court. When I got
my first job as an editor at amedi-
cal association in Chicago, she told
me to always have a plan to make
my own money. When I decided
to live on my own and then with
my now husband, she supported
it. WhenI told her I was keeping
my maiden name after getting
married, she said she wasn’t
surprised. When I told her I was

Gloria Steinem applauds with other supporters at the Godfrey Hotel during a reelection gathering for then-
Gov. Pat Quinn on Oct. 24, 2014. PHIL VELASQUEZ/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

expecting my first child, a few
months before she died, she told
meto keep writing while beinga
mom.

Ifmy mom knew I was being
Steinem for Halloween, I bet she’d
say, “Go for it.” In fact, this was
the sentiment my mother-in-law
expressed when I told her. “Yow'll
make a great Gloria” were her
exact words, and then she empha-
sized I must wear aviator glasses
over my hair like Steinem’s signa-
ture look.

Since Steinem’s Sept. 2 death,
T've subscribed to Ms. i

taries “Dear Ms.: A Revolution in
Print” and “Gloria: In Her Own
‘Words,” as well as the Netflix
interview, “Famous Last Words:
Gloria Steinem.” I also read her
final memoir, “An Unexpected
Life” which was published 20
days after she passed away.

Somany moments in Steinem’s
life are worthy of remembering,
but what struck me most was her
breakout moment in 1963 when
she went undercover as a Playboy
Bunny waitress at Hugh Hefner’s
New York City club. Show

i blished her article

read articles about her, listened to
many of her speeches and inter-
views and watched the documen-

“A Bunny's Tale,” in which she
exposed the poor working condi-
tions and underpayment of the

women working as bunnies. She
also called outa mandatory gyne-
cological exam that the waitresses
had to undergo. The story caused
tension between her and Hefner.
However, he did send a letter to
Steinem noting he eliminated the
preemployment physical exams,
and he eased up on some financial
penalties for mistakes made by the
bunnies.

Learningall of this inspired
me tobe Steinem for Halloween.
Twanted to celebrate Steinem
and introduce her to people who
might not know her story. But
dressingas her also gave me away
to connect with the generation of
‘women my mother and mother-

in-law grew up with.

Iwas happy when my husband
agreed to be Hefner. We met at
aHalloween party in 2000 at
the former Southport Lanes in
Lakeview. Since then, we embrace
dressing up together. I decided
to emulate the iconic 1970s look
Steinem wore to arally fora
female state Senate candidate, and
my husband wore recognizable
Hefner robe attire. I knew people
at the party we attended would
know who he was, but I figured
T'd have to explain who I was. Like
me, many of my peers had heard
of Steinem but didn’t know much
about her.

Bringing up Steinem led to
some interesting conversations.
When Iran into someone dressed
as Dolly Parton at the party, I
thought of arecent episode of
“The Daily” that explored the
different ways Parton and Steinem
championed female empower-
mentand independence.

1left the party thinking about
how important it is to recognize
the women of previous genera-
tions who helped make life easier
and fairer for women today. I felt
astrongurge to introduce my
16-year-old daughter and 19-year-
old son to these women. Delving
into Steinem’s life also made me
realize how much we can learn
from older generations if we take
the time to ask about their lives
while they’re still here. L hope
to instill that appreciation in my
children.

Although my children no longer
can ask my mom and dad about
their lives, they still have the
opportunity to learn from their
living grandparents and great
aunts and uncles.

Cathy Cassata is a freelance
writer who specializes in stories
about health, mental health,
medical news and inspirational
people.
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Rural and religious Americans lost
faith in science. We can win them back

By Michelle A. Williams
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

In July 2014, a man sick with
Ebola flew from Liberia into Lagos,
Nigeria, one of Africa’s largest and
busiest cities. One imported case in
aplace like that could have sparked
anurban epidemic. Instead, Nige-
ria stopped the outbreak at 20
cases.

Health workers tracked down
nearly 900 people who had been
exposed and made some 18,500
face-to-face visits to check on
them. Each of those people had to
open the door, answer hard ques-
tions and accept weeks of moni-
toring for a disease thatkills about
halfof the people it infects. No
one could force that. It had to be
earned.

Consent is essential to contact
tracing. In the end, public health
runson trust.

Anew global survey shows how
much of that trust Americans
still give, and where it is thinning.
The Wellcome Global Monitor,
released this month and conducted
by Gallup in 140 countries, found

that 52% of Americans trust
science “alot” — double the global
rate.

But that trust is uneven. A STAT
analysis of the survey looked at
whobelieves science benefits most
people in their country. In other
wealthy nations, religious and
secular people differ by an average
of 5 percentage points. Here in
the U.S,, the gap is 24 points. Rural
and urban Americans differ by
19 points. And 47% of Americans
withouta four-year degree agree
about the benefits, compared with
71% of college graduates.

That gap is widening: Since
2018, agreement has risen 13 points
among college graduates but just 3
among those without a degree,

TIread these numbers as areport
on people’s lives. “People are feel-
ing leftbehind,” Brian Castrucci,
who leads the de Beaumont Foun-
dation, told STAT. Many have
reason to.

As the economists Anne Case
and Angus Deaton have shown,
American adults withouta four-
year degree are dying younger,
from overdoses, alcohol, suicide
and heart disease. Jacob Bor and
his colleagues at Boston University
have put anumber on the larger
toll. In 2023 alone, about 700,000
Americans died who would have
survived at the death rates of other
wealthy nations.

‘When you bury neighbors
young, itis hard to believe science

thi

Ateacher uses a thermometer to test students' temperatures in Lagos, Nigeria, on Oct. 8, 2014. SUNDAY ALAMBA/AP

works for people like you.

The Wellcome Global Monitor
also points to a remedy. World-
wide, 26% of people trust science a
lot. Among those with strong confi-
dence in their hospitals and clinics,
the figure rises to 43%. Trust in
science is builtin the places where
people get care.

Thesameis true here. This
spring, a poll by the Harvard TH.
Chan School of Public Health
and the de Beaumont Foundauon
found that 7in 10 Amer

As Castrucci put it, “We are not
going to be able to lecture people
into trusting us.”

Second, work with faith commu-
nities, not around them.

‘When David Satcher led the
CDC inthe1990s, many Black
Americans distrusted the medi-
cal system, with good reason. He
did not try to argue that distrust
away. He built partnerships with
churches, schools and neigh-
bcu hood gnoups Through Black
shared plain

trust their local health depart-
ment. Fewer trust their state health
department, and only halftrust

the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention. Trust lives close
tohome.

How do we close these gaps?
The history I trace in my book
points to four steps.

First, own our mistakes.

In the fog of the pandemic, those
of usin public health made errors.
‘We should say so plainly. Admit-
tingerror is how science works.

It should also be how science
speaks to the public. People forgive
mistakes. They do not forgive being
told there were none.

adviceon smokmg, diet, stress and
violence. The 24-point faith gap the
‘Wellcome Global Monitor found
will notclose through lectures. It
will close in fellowship halls.

Third, invest in the people
communities already trust.

In Chicago, violence prevention
programs hire outreach workers,
many of whom grew up on the
same blocks they now serve. Arne
Duncan, who founded one such
program, says his team includes
peoplewith Ph.D.s and people
with “Ph.D.sin the streets.” In his
words, “Those who have been
closestto the problem... are actu-
ally thebest solution” Trust grows

when the people delivering care
share the lives of the people receiv-
ingit. That means funding local
health departments, community
health workers and a workforce
that reflects the communities it
serves, with and without college
degrees.

Fourth, bring care close to home
and show up before the crisis.

In parts of rural America, hospi-
tal closures can mean driving up to
100 miles in an emergency. Costa
Rica went the other way. Since the
1970s, it has built rural clinics to
offer the same care as city clinics.
Today, every person isassigned,
bywhere theylive, toalocal team
thatincludes a doctor, anurse and
acommunity health worker. These
teams aim to visit every household
atleast once a year. Nobody is lost
to follow-up, because nobody was
ever waiting tobe found. Whena
health threatarrives, the messen-
gerisalready a familiar face.

None of this requires a new
law. It requires new habits. Listen
before advising. Explainyour
reasons. Publish what you heard.
Come back next year, and the year
after that.

The new global survey is good
newswitha inside it.
Closing these gaps will take thou-
sands of trusted people, in every
community, doing the patient
work of listening. That is how
public health first earned the
public’s trust, and it is how we will
reach the Americans who feel left
behind.

Iwasbornin Jamaicain1962,
small and yellow with jaundice.
There were no incubators, somy
caregivers carried me outside and
laid me in the sun. My mother has
told me how upset she was when
they took me from her. Knowledge
saved my life. Trust is how that
knowledge reaches the next child,
and the next frightened mother.

Michelle A. Williams is a
professor of epidemiology and
population health at Stanford
University School of Medicine,
former dean of the faculty at
Haryard T.H. Chan School of
Public Health and author of
“The Cure for Everything: The
Epic Struggle for Public Health
and a Radical Vision for Human
Thriving”

Voice of the people

[Editor’s note: Here is a selection
of letters from our readers on
their most notable Halloween
memories. We will publish more
of readers’ letters on Friday and
Saturday. Due to the significant
volume we received, several
letters will appear online only,
also on Saturday.

Excitement, plus a scary house

Asachild of the 1970s, Hallow-
een night was an evening of bliss
for me and my friends. We would
hit the pavement and not return
home until well after dark, with
our pillowcases full of treats to
enjoy for weeks to come if we could
control ourselves. And we did it
without the watchful eyes of our
parents.

Tt was in Oak Park, a town full of
‘wonderful architecture, ata time
before Dutch elm disease felled
many enormous trees that once
made the leaf piles extra play-
grounds for us. The cool air, the
excitement, the scary house at the
end of the street. That house was
enormous and sat on the corner
with a huge wraparound porch and
was intimidating as could be.

‘When I'min that area now and
seeit, Ithink itis beautiful and
stately, and I wish Ilived init. Back
then, you couldn’thave gotten me
to climb the steps to that porch for
all the candy bars in the world. Not
even ifthey were full-sized.

— Lynn Cimino, Addison

Loved by our neighbors

My 8-year-old brother led me,
two years his younger, down
Ardmore Avenue on Halloween
night in1957 — astone’s throw
from Senn High School. Back then,
it wasn’t uncommon for youngkids
toroam the streets unsupervised
without fear of child abuse.

Ishivered as we started out. The
thin improvised costume wasn't
warm enough, so Mom made me
wear a jacket. Ileft it unzipped to
show the Superman logo stenciled
onmy T-shirt. T held a paper shop-
pingbag decorated with crayon
drawings and decals of spiderwebs,
bats, witches on broomsticks and
pumpkins,

‘We passed agroup of excited

Apple bobbers pose for a photo at a Halloween party at Ogden
Elementary School in 1949. CHICAGO TRIBUNE HISTORICAL PHOTO

scavengers waving their bounty:
popcorn balls! Details were given.
‘We raced to the apartmentbuild-
ingand bounded up the stairs,
guided by the smell of warm
buttery caramel, toasted cornand
vanilla. Razorblade and tampering
scares came in later years.

‘We knocked on the door ready
to offer our bags and chanted
the magic words that delivered
sugary treats. Cheery smiles and
apologetic shrugs delivered the
‘bad news. There were nomore
popcorn balls. Among the conso-
lation prize candies was a Payday,
my favorite. We trudged down the
creaking staircase onto the dimly
litstreet. A partial moon shined
through the branches of a catalpa
tree. Disappointment faded as our
bags filled with candy.

Every Halloween, I still think
about the smell of popcorn balls,
thetreatTdidn’t get. Not with
regret, but about something home-
made, on a gas stove, without arti-
ficial ingredients or sweeteners, by
people who loved their neighbors
and opened their door to welcome
akid from the neighborhood.

— Jerry Levy, Deerfield

Pizzeria’s appropriate treat
Igrewup on the Southwest Side
of Chicago, and my fond memories
of trick-or-treating included going
toLittle Joe’s Pizzeria on Hallow-

een. Instead of candy, the owner
would give us pieces of pizza!

At that time, it was areal treat to
getapiece of pizza, and of course,
itwas delicious.

— Arlene C. Hogan, Naperville

An unexpected fortune

One night in the 1950s while
making our annual trick-or-treat-
ing rounds in our Bloomington,
Tllinois, neighborhood, my twin
brother and I decided to try our
luck at alocal restaurant. When
we entered the front door, we
were told to go around to the side
door, whichwas located at the end
of a horseshoe-shaped bar. The
bartender gave each of usasmall
bagof potato chips that had been
clipped to a vertical rack.

A man sitting on a stool told us
to wait where we were and passed
his hat around the bar. When it
came full circle, it contained over
$5in coins. I have always believed
the man wasn't totally sober, but
we split the money and couldn’t
believe our good fortune. That
was alot of money to a kid, and we
went back every year hoping for
the best. Although abag of potato
chips wasn’t our goal, we never
saw the man at the bar again. Even
so, we've never forgotten that
once-in-a-lifetime experience.

That’s why every year on
Halloween, I give every kid who

knocks onmy door adollar bill with
their candy. They always seem to
remember where Ilive, justas I
remember the man at the bar.

— Mel Theobald, Chicago

Doughnuts and kindness
Donna Lichty, the doughnut
lady, lived in my neighborhood
when1wasa child. Every Hallow-
een, she made her amazing,
mouth-watering glazed dough-
nuts for generations of kids of all
ages. When those kids grew up,
they came back to the neighbor-
hood to go trick-or-treating with
their kids. I was one of them. My
five children had the joy of expe-

, riencing Donna's warmth and the

warmth of those dougt melt-

DIY haunted houses

‘When we were kids, my friends
and I loved building “haunted
houses.” Because my family’s
house had a crawlspace instead of
abasement, we used my grand-
mother’s basement two doors
down, complete with spiders my
brother made with his Creepy
Crawlers toy. When my best
friend and her siblings made their
own basement haunted house,
itsparked a friendly, weekslong
competition to see who could
build the best one for the neigh-
borhood kids.
— Patricia Bonk, Midlothian

Breakmg with tradition
My childhood friend Thomas

ing in your mouth. Donna was
famous in our town of Elmhurst.
She enjoyed making those dough-
nuts and looking at each child
with her warm eyes and smile.

‘When my five children grew
up and left the nest, I still went to
her door for those doughnuts. Her
warmth and smile were the same
ones that greeted me when I was
that excited little girl coming to
herdoor.

‘We will never forget Donna or
her beautiful legacy of love to chil-
dren, youngand old. She finally
passed away in her 90s. And of
all the days, she passed away on
Halloween, and heaven could
experience her sweetness.

— Melody Vestuto, Elmhurst

A screaming good time

‘When my nephew Robbie was
about 8 years old, we attended a
carnival that had a “spook house,”
so he wanted to go through. I went
with him.

Aswe started through, he began
screaming. A young lady behind
me knew the way through, so she
would tell me which way to turn
him. He screamed all the way
through, and when we came out,
he said, “That was fun.”

— Virginia Dare McGraw,
Naperville

never metabadideahe didn’t

like. If T hesitated, he'd ask, “Why
not?” And somehow I'd end up
going along. When we were 10, we
were walking home from school
onHalloween when Thomas
announced we should beat the
crowds by trick-or-treating that
afternoon.

Isaid, “You can’t trick-or-treat in
the daytime.”

He shrugged. “Why not?”

Sowe went home, puton our
cowboy and Indian costumes,
grabbed shopping bags and started
knockingon doorsat 4 o'clock.
Most peaple weren'thome. The
ones who were looked confused
butkindly dropped candy into
our bags. One woman smiled and
asked, “Will you be coming back
tonight?”

1 got home convinced we'd
committed one of the most
awkward social blunders in history
and vowed never to trick-or-treat
before dark again.

The next afternoon, Tlooked
out the window and saw Thomas,
wearing war paint and an earring
and carryingashoppingbag,
making asolo round of the neigh-
borhood. Apparently, he’d decided
the afternoon shift was his.

— Scott T. Thompson,
Bloomington, Indiana

For online-exclusive letters, go to www.chicagotribune.com/letters.
Emailyour letter submissions, 400 words or less, to letters@chicago
tribune.com. Include your full name, address and phone number.
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Mince not steak as inflation
drives interest rates higher

Government reluctance to cut spending undermines the economy

Ji |m Chnlmers took an v stance
1

h

li ‘more than 130 ABS cost
= dq

on day. As new d;
inflation continuing upwards and Reserve
Bank governor Michele Bullock reiterated
that government spending wasa
contributing factor, the Treasurer declined
to commit to spending less than he savesin
his mid-year budget update. His lack of fiscal
leadership willbe musicto the ears of trade

cost-
of-living crisis that has spread into everyday
essentials, Anthony Keane reports. Utility
prices, fruit, meat, games, toys, milk,
groceries, property charges have all risen.
Insurance and building costsareup. An
average new, 3(-year mortgage of $731,000
today costs borrowers Wl‘)per month,

unions and Labor dto
reducing public spending; less so m
borrowers who recognise that inflation
means higher interest rates. The increase in
customer demand for beefmince,
mentioned by Woolworths chief execuuve

with $2354 for
mortgage of $603,000 in April Z(LZ
Huwe\ er reluclznl Dr Chalmers may be
ratesby
cutting publxc spending ~which has reached
26. ‘)percmtofGDP a40-year record apart

Amanda Bardwell, is asignofh { mus
budget pressur to utside politi
ble i ients that can h about th iorating deb fthe
across several meals nation and the states. In Victoria, the
Market expectations ofa MelbourneCup  nation's most debt-ridden state, <pumng
Day interest iseof 025 greats have joined the busi:

points, which would be the fif fth this year,
increased as the Australian Bureau of
Statistics reported that headlineinflation in
the year to September had, Jumped t04.3; per

inarevolt over poor financial manngemen(
and a debt bill approaching $200bn by the
end of thedecade. Asthestate election

cent. Trimmed mean or
measure watched closely by the RBA bo:mt
roseto 3.6 per cent, remaining well above the
central bank’s 2 to 3 per cent target range.
The evidence was that inflation “is far too
high”, Ms Bullock told a Senate estimates
hearing on economics.

Despite a chorus of business leaders and
economists calling forslgmﬁcant cuts to

dinthe

economy, DrChalmers was taciturn when

campaign heats up, 100 prominent
Victorians have signeda hall

Premier Ben Carroll and Opposition Leader
Jess Wilson to outline how they would
tackle debt repayment witha

Wilson’s fight for change faces the long shadow of Labor

Victorian Liberal leader Jess Wil-
son is absolutely correct in calling
for changes in the way govern-
ments behave (“Wilson gives vot-
ers path to change, but will they
takeit?”,28/10).

We need honesty, trans-
parency and straightforward ex-
planations as to why promises
must be broken, if they must be. It
is no wonder the temperature has
risen when we have lies, broken
promises, and programs and pro-
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pubhd\ be(ore the election, to

Jjects that are absolutely opaque.
Weare not mushrooms.
Bob Reid, Fig Tree Pocket, Qid

It was good to read Jess Wilson's
opinion about honesty (“1 will re-
store trust and honesty after 12
yearsof Labor”, 27/10).
The Victorian O

fulfil her honesty.
Andrew Kelly, Merricks Beach, Vi

steel”, Victorian voters stood
rock-solid with premier Dan An-
drews. Incredibly, they returned

It will not just be a positive for all
Victorians when Jess Wilson be-
comes their premier.

Her maturity was very clearly
stated by her comment, “Restor-

hi: with anincreased
majority — and they are perfectly
capable of repeating the dose in
November. The sobering truth is
that the Victorian el has

include trains to nowhere. People
were fleeing that state in large
numbers during election time. |
am talking about California after
15 years of autocratic Democrat
Partyrule.

But this is the decision Vic-
torian voters face when they
shortly go to the polls after 12
vears of ALP government.

Lookingat these bare facts, one
thing seems clear: change doesn't
come sunpl\ hv re-elecung the

LAST POST

It's not good when a golfer lands
inasand bunker but m land in

white, PM misled parliament.
Consequences? Zero”, 28/10).
Kingsley Sullivan, Mt Hawthorn,
WA

Ifthe Prime Minister gave an
incorrect answer to his score
when playing golf at

Mamck\ llli' Golf Club he would

new face. the
If California tells us anything, same rules don't apply during
more of the same is bound to question time.
make abad situation only worse. Geoff Davey, St Lucia. Qld
Joe Dowse, Mosman, NSW —_—
Albo is now saying the NSW
Fi he roleofthe Chi A took over the

lungt?een'in the grip of something

Leader says: "It starts wﬂh lellmg
the truth” Yet Dani
made similar sorts o( statements
as opposition leader. And Wilson
has not announced her position
on the privatisation of Melbourne
Water, despite criticising Ben
Carroll for secrecy.

Neither party has successfully
taken the privatisation of Mel-
bourne Water to any election and

ing in our y
demands more than changing
how politicians speak. It requires
changing how governments be-
have” It is more important that
our ministers, from the Prime
Minister down, set the required
example. Ifthey don’t set the stan-
dards, how will theirspokespeople
and junior staff know what is ex-
pected of them?

John Houghton, The Gap, Qld

both are | on any
monetising of our water authori-
ties. Neither side h

Don't be too quick to wme Labor
offintheV i tion.

do something widely opposed by

The letter, co-ordinated by Seek founder
Paul Bassat's Amplify pro-business
advocacy group, is a welcome intervention.
While centred on Victoria and, by
implication, the track record of Labor after
12 years in office, it sends an important
mer.sagem the pohtlcal classin general
aboutth

d ontheissueby The A
The mid-year update was not finished, he

and reducmg puhlxcspendmg Domg sois

said,and " intheu t X we'vehad

cssennal t

net polic positive
contribution over the four ryears of (hr
budgtl" Heal: h

ds. The lmer notes
\’lctonals Imdlng the nation in insolvencies,
debtis “money that can'tbe

atus”. These included bormwmg costsand
bond yields. And he continued to blame
risinginflation on global conflict and oil

enl on hospx(als schools, housing, better
roadsorservices”. Aside from controlling
inflation, reversing the gloomy outlook and

prices, They are part of the eq butfar
from thewholestory.

Asfuel prices rocket 236 percentina
year amid the Iran war, analysis by The

sq P
growing the economic pie through
productivity, to foster wealth creation and
sustainable wage rises.

Israel’s robust democracy at play

Now the votes are counted, horsetrading to form government begins

‘The outcome of Israel's hotly contested
election, with neither Benjamin Netanyahu
nor former Israel Defence Forces chief Gadi
Eisenkot having an easy pathtoa new ruling
coalition, isnosurprise. The count reflects

government that relied on the support of
Arab parties that have refused to condemn
Hamas for the October 7 massacre of Jews.
But nowhere else in the Middle East would
the group havethe privilege of taking part in

Wilson needs to walk the walk
and declare her intentions. I hope
she sees sense and rules it out,

In 2022 despite the record-
Covid lockdowns, the

brutal treatment of peaceful pro-
testers, the oppressive mandates,

very y
Terry Birchley, Bundaberg, Qld

A failed one-party state is cur-
rently beset by endemic union-
based corruption and out-of-
control crime; is crippled by debt;
tops the nation in homelessness;
hasthe worst roads in the country;
has the highest property taxes;
suffers a ruinous energy crisis de-
spite abundant natural resources;
has a bloated public service; has
health services that are crum-
bling: has a collapsing standard of
education; is experiencinga police
recruiting crisis at a time of viol-
ent, out-of-control street demon-
slrauon: wastes billions on public

“ringsof

that

tralian community in the 2022de-
feat of the Morrison government,
to Labor’s courting of the Muslim
vote, to the rapidly expanding In-
dian community -now an elector-
al force to be wooed and won —

sewerage works at the
Marrickville Golf Club. What,
then, has happened to the grant
funding? Was it returned to the
commonwealth?

Trevor Hindle, Wodonga, Vic

the effect of i ism can
be seen during an election
(“$lm temple war for Indian
votes”, 28/10).

Nodoubt thereare Australians
who view such vote-soliciting as
disturbing. And even more dis-
turbing seems the power of that
sacred dogma, diversity, in decid-
ing Australia’s elections.

But in a democracy where
multiculturalism rules, perhaps
that'show it works.

Deborah Morrison, Malvern East,
Vie

EU trade deal will be
terrible for us—and
not at all free
As Janet Albrechtsen correctly
points out, the free trade deal is a
Trojan Horse of the worst kind
(“Sign up for free trade, lose our
sovereignty”, 28/10). No party
that cares for our sovereignty or
our rights as a free country to
make our own decisions should
sign this wretched document.
What is going on? Is the Labor
Party so blind to the implications
of this deal that it would agree to
anything, binding us to the FTA's
nefarious ications, or is this a
deliberate act? Is Labor keen on
binding Australia to foreign inter-
ference in our democracy, for that
is what is implied and legislated,
by signing us to conform with its
ideals? This “treaty” signs away
our ability as an independent na-
tion, to be under the purview and
whims of an unelected foreign
body such as the EU over which

the Jewishsstate’s vibrant icelectionsand ;"‘SIT.‘I.V EI"O f_‘"[‘l"er Caboolture
including the Arab asmany ki ly against th 1d e !
as [8seats, reprewnum,z I million Arabs G h hould give

who make up almost a quarter of Israel’s
population. Weeks or months of

Israel the credit it deserves for the strength
ofil its democrac\' especially amid lhe

possibly another election
are ahead before a government with a
majority in the 120-member Knesset can be
formed.

Mr Eisenkot. leader of the so-called
change blocthat wants Mr Netanyahu gone,
was quick, after the first exit polls, to declare
theresult showed “an i lack of

threatit facesina
Better than most after decades in pnlms
MrNetanyahu knows the largest party or
blocafter an election does not go

Janet Albrechtsen rightly high-

lights the backloading of climate

agendas, social justice imposts

and international labour stan-

dards into the latest not-so-free
de deal with the EUL

onto form ge . AsThe )i !
Post noted. the politicians now have to
decxde whal mey are| prepared to c'hange:

confidence in Netanyahu and the
government responsible for Onober 7,

that end, Mr Netan) ahu &md Mr Elsenlmtf
key

It is quite likely that European
Commission president Ursula
von der Leyen’s visit to Australia
set the train in motion to entice
our enthusiastic Labor govern-
ment. By agreelngto (hlideal our

2023". As Mr Eisenkot

President Isaac Herzog call on him first to
form a new government, a new exit poll,
which previously had the change blocinthe
lead, put Mr Netanyahu's ruling coalition
ahead 52-49. Mr Netanyahu, whose Likud
party, despite critics’ expectations, looks set

bollah and
the Houthiterrorists -~ should not rule out
putting egoaside in an alliance or coalition
in the national interest. Mr Netanyahu
might have to drop his opposition toa much-
needed investigation into the security lapse
that led to the October 7 massacre.

i d defeating Hamas, H

toemerge as the party with the largest Mr Eisenkot might have to give ground on
number of seats, was his de d for Ito ultra-Orthodox
claiming he should get first dibs at. (Haredi) military servic i

new government. Todate, Mr Eisenkotand ~ Regardless of which sids ges vi
otherct bloc members have firmly the fund: Isth the Jewish

stated that they would notforma

state’s security will remain intact.

Improvmg knowledge, civility

the A
A.\sesment and. Repomng Authority to
teach: xhoolchﬂd.ren ahoul lhe Holocaust
and th il in

the Holocaust but it receives only a single
mention in theyear 10 history syllabus, Lucy
Carroll has reported. A minority of students
continue history study i intoyears Hand12

ri jonand
. Reactions in Australia to the
October7,2023, terror attack i in Israel, the

Good teachi will bevital. In
June, the Australian Education Unmn
d:nmed itwas harder to teach about the

Bondi massacre, and first-h: inthe wake of Middle East
abuse and violence submitted to the Royal conﬂlct.and some teachers refused tmeach
C issi isemiti d Social ibout the mass murder of
Cohesion show wh) acuon is needed. In sixmillion Jews. For years The Australian
evidence, th told of theirown

anhsemmcbehawuur in sx:hooLs and

invented games targeting Jewish chlld.ren.
such as competing over who could trip the
highest number of Jewish peers.

Inour widersociety, th

society and the world, students need tobe
taught major points and trends in Australian
and world history. That should includean
overview of the world wars and their causes
nnd consequencaﬂ lhekuld War Lhe

protestatthe bvdnchperaHuusesteps on
i

The
tyrannies of ﬂmZOth centurv Nazxsm and

October9,2023,and h
nnumvemtycammwlhat leﬂ]ewish

I"edml l:dumuon Mmmerlawntlare

studen!sand afraidarep rimi pl
of thekinds of prejudice and i that
need to be countered. Alongside Jewish
history, students would learn the
) e o

former
u mvers:ty of NSW chancellor David
Gonski to head an antisemitism education
taskforcethat hasapproved ACARA's
Itisrelevanttotoday’s

stereotypes and discriminatory tropes.
When education ministers meet next
week to discuss the changes to history and
civics teaching, material needs tobe
incorporated beforethe end ofyear10. The
existing curri dents about

students that under the ACARA proposal,
high school civies would include, for the first
time, the role of artificial intelligence and
media. Knowledge-based curriculums are
our best defence againstignorance and

socl

foreign
nations’ interests at the expense
of ourown.

Lynda Morrison, Bicton, WA

Australia needs the EU trade
agreement even less than higher
energy prices, which the agree-

BOOKSHELF | RICHARD

ment will achieve. Brussels, via a
mass migration policy, has inflict-
ed riots in Europe, which are at-
tributed by various governments
to youth unemployment, a trend
that might be the future scenario
projected for Australia.

Enrico Mocellin, Highton, Vie

Embarrassment risk

When Australians witnessed our
Prime Minister displaying a level
of youthful exuberance seem-
ingly at odds with the dignity of
his office during his interview
with Bush Deep podcaster Nikki
Oshorne, the ensuing embarrass

ment sent his mind rambling The front page, October 28
into damage control.

No doubt, the Prime Minister
and his supporters hoped thisun-  ship”, “social cohesion”, “values- to cohesion and trust does not in-

edifying spectacle would quickly
fade from public memory. How-
ever, when The Australian sought
details surrounding the interview,
the Prime Minister’s office raised
the issue of public safety to block

based leadership™ and “equity, in-
clusion and wellbeing” — perfectly
describes the nonsense that is
taught at the University of Syd-
ney. Just keep her away from the
financials of the place. Ask any

accesstoth (“Safety
risk: PM's office bans Bush Deep
FOI",28/10).

The convenient use of public
safety raises serious questions
about transparency and account-
ability. It is difficult to escape the
suspicion that this is less about
protecting the public and more
about shielding the Prime Minis-
ter from further embarrassment
over an interview that should
never have happened.

Tom Moylan, Dudley Park, WA

Woke dream home

Oh, dear me, Jacinda Ardern has
found her dream home, the Uni-
versity of Sydney.

Could there be a better place
for the woke queen to work? And
the description of her duties -
looking after “ hetic leader-

New Ze: £
Victoria Webster, Norwood, SA

The decision by the University of
Sydney to appoint Jacinda
Ardern as professor of practice in
its school of public health to focus
on “empathetic leadership” isem-
blematic of all that is wrong in
Australia’s tertiary system.

Rather than focusing on sub-
jects that will enrich the mind
and, as a consequence, enhance
the national interest (and. god
forbid, our economic prospects),
the increasingly bloated mana-
gerial class of the tertiary sector
promotes this sort of dross.

It is ironic that an institution
that so perniciously promotes
groupthink trumpets a course
that promotes “social cohesion
and civic trust”.

¥ ly that

MORRISON

clude members of its Jewish com-
munity?
Nick Slack, Hunters Hill. NSW

Rs of parenting

Atleast now Anthony Albanese
is guaranteed to get all the
members’ votes.

A. East, Moss Val W

Itseems Anthony Albanese
believes you can make
something true just by saying it.
As Prime Minister, he has the
ideal stage for this. The rest of
us, whoapparently dont get it,
are the problem.

Peter Tredenick, Laidley, Qld

Now we are expected to believe
that Albo’s Bush Deep podcast
poses a safety risk (“Safety risk:
PM's office bans Bush Deep
FOI",28/10). Surely this applies
only if jokes in poor taste are
deemed to be fatal.

McKenzie, Gracemere, Qld

I wonder whether the one-time
politician and now professor of
practice at the University of
Sydney might provide special
lectures for current political
leaders on how to practise what
they profess.

David Morrison, Springwood,
NSW

So let me get this right. We can't
give temporary or tourist visas
to young backpackers to work
in regional Australia but we can
spend millions of dollars
keeping convicted rapists,
murderers and drug dealers
from being sent back to their
‘own countries because it may
damage their mental health
(“Serial rapist case undermines
Burke", 28/10). Hnne:sllv you
couldn't

1 read your report with
despair (“Right and wrong: new
Rsat school”, 28/10).

Why despair? Because we
keep absolving the real culprits —
the parents. Why is every respon-

T up.
Stuart Dell, Buderim, Q)d

Backpackers are not
immigrants and should not be
counted as such. The} are
mainly who

sibility now puton to 50+
cial workers, councillors, even the
police? What's the phrase? “Give
me a child until he is seven and 1
will show you the man.”

As parents, we taught our
daughter what was right and
wrong, and many other Rs: re-
spect (for others’ opinions). re-
solve (to do well at school),
resilience (to handle adversity),
and reflection (what have you
learnt from past mistakes).

It is the responsibility of par-
ents to teach children the basic
values about life and living before
they head out into the world.
John Clark, Moss Vale, NSW

work in rural and tourist
industries to extend their visas
tobe able to visit more parts of
Australia. They are an asset to
our economy, not a drain
(“Albanese flags UK visa
changes to push backpackers
into regions”, 28/10).

John Kreicbergs, Middle Ridge,
Qld

Inflation too high? Labor will
blame the Iran war, Scott
Morrison, the bond market and
big business. All it needsisa
mirror to see the cause.

1an Morison, Forrest. ACT

Down with colonialist dead white male geniuses!

The final sentence of Alexandra
Wilson's exasperated critique of
the arts scene in 2020s Britain is
“Everything isn't political” - and
that’s the nub of her whole book.

She was a professor of music at
Oxford Brookes University, then
lost her job — indeed her entire de-
partment - in 2024 when her em-
ployer decided that offering tuition
in fogeyish old subjects such as
classical music was not worth their
while. (She subsequently found a
more congenial berth at the other
university in Oxford,

So she has an axe to grind. But
it'san hgrinding. Her con-

premacy, capitalism or social elit-
ism. Famous museums such as
‘Tate Britain have rewritten wall la-
bels to draw attention not to the
beauty or ingenuity of exhibits but
to their supposed links to the slave
trade or other historical evils.

Some activist curators (she sin-
gles out the forever disgruntled
Dan Hicks at the Pitt Rivers Mu-
seum in Oxford) seem repulsed by
the institutions for which they
work. And similar to that is the
trend for opera and theatre direct-
ors to, as she puts it. “impose con-
temporary agendas”™ on  stage

tention is that. at least in Britain
and the US, the “serious™ arts have

eras with totally differ-
ent outlooks on life. So we end up
looking at productions that mirror

been hijacked and effectively ourownsociety rather than casting
warped by activists determined to  light on how earlier generations
politicisethem. thought.

Wilson finds evidence every- Then lhexes wha( she calls
where. Arts insti have been inging about
captured by bureaucrats far more  the canon™ a growing coulempt in
interested in achieving social en-  cultural circles, fuelled by the rise of

gineering goals than spreading en-
Jjoymentand enlightenment.
Theartitself. she says, “becomes
the least important thing anyone is
talking about”, People working in
the arts - and, worse still, punters
coming to see shows - are made to
feel guilty and apologetic for loving
forms of culture deemed to be
tainted by colonialism, male su-

identity politics, for the “dead white
males” who dominate what's pro-
grammed by orchestras, theatres
and galleries when (the radicals
argue) those organisations should
be straining every corporate sinew
to redress gender and racial imbal-
ances. Wilson cites campaigns by
postmodernism-influenced musi-
cologists to deny that figures such

Culture
Vultures

Culture Vultures:
When Activism
Meets the Arts

By Alexandra
Wilson

Polity Books, 256pp, $32.99

CULTURE

as Bach, Beethoven and Mozart
were geniusesat ail. The concept of
Western civilisation is under as-
sault, shesays.

Wilson also picks up on re-
search published last year by the
campaigning group Freedominthe
Arts suggesting “a pervasive cul-
ture of ideological conformity” is
preventing many arts professionals
from expressing opinions openly
and honestly for fear of being bull-
ied. harassed. ostracised or even
sacked She looks at how buz-
wordssuchasaccess. relevanceand
the mantra of equality, diversity
and inclusion have been used by
arts funders to push artistic excel-
lence almost out of the picture.

And she is scathing about what
is happening in her own field: uni-
versity arts and humanities courses
(those that still exist).

“Topics such as race, gender,
posteolonialism, sexuality, disabili-
ty or environmental studies are
near ubiquitous, whether the focus
of study is literature, music, the his-
tory of art or simply history,” she
writes. “All disciplines are moving
steadily towards becoming, effec-

been writing for years. Only in
three respects do I take issue with
her well-sustained rant. First, she
exaggerates. Or rather, she con-
centrates almost exclusively on
Britain's subsidised arts scene —
which is indeed crawling with ma-
lignant politicisation —and ignores
the much bigger commercial arts
scene (the West End theatres, for
instance) where, for compelling
economicreasons, puttingbums on
seats is far more important than
pushing woke agendas.

Second, she's sometimes a bit
outof date. It's inevitable, perhaps,
that if you are presenting a snap-
shotofmodern lifesome events will
happen after you press the cam-
era’s button but before you publish
the picture. Nevertheless, it's un-
fortunate that she spends a lot of
time castigating Arts Council En-
gland for its Let’s Create 10-year
plan when the government now
has ordered the plan to be
scrapped. Which suggests that the
tide is turning against the dour arts
bureaucrats who appear to hateart.

And third? Wilson is caustically
critical of arts leaders and universi-

tively, souolog) ty managers. But when it comes to
More book r(\v[ewg Alotof thisi Infact, i poli
in The Week Wilson  skilfully pulLs logether sation of thearts, there’s one bunch
Al ustrallzm what - -

ing cultural commentators have
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PM defended $6m
golf grant — then his

story fell apart

It's not the crime that gets you, it's
the cover-up.

That's the problem for the
Prime Minister over the continu-
ingscandal of his $6m grant to the
Marrickville Golf Club.

Last month, when Anthony
Albanese’s 4-year undeclared
honorary membership of the club
was exposed, he scrambled to ex-
plain why a simple clubhouse up-
grade  could warrant a
multimillion-dollar spend. Ques-
tions were also asked about his
personal links to the club, 200m
from his own Marrickville prop-
erty, and the probity around a
closed grants process that was in-
vitation-only. At the time, analy-
sis by the Centre for Public
Integrity found that 73 per cent of
funding was allocated to Labor-
held or key marginal seats.

And when pushed in the par-
liament, Albanese made two ad-
missions that have come back to
haunt him. First, that he was not
the decision-maker for this
$560m local and community
grants program. This was the
Minister for Infrastructure, Cath-
erine King, hesaid.

And second, that the grant to
Marrickville Golf Club was costly
because it included long-overdue
sewerage works to prevent run-
off from the club’s septic system
into the nearby Cooks River, tell-
ing the House of Representatives
this on September 9: “It has exist-
ed for a long time, almost 100
years, and they have a septic tank.
Because it is on the floodplain,
when it floods in Marrickville raw
sewage flows into the Cooks
River - that is what the funding is
for”

Only the problem for Alba-
nese is that the first time he con-
nected the grant to sewerage
works was last month in the par-
liament. At no earlier time, from
the first instance when he an-
nounced the $6m back on
April 27, 2025, until then did the
word sewerage everappear in any
Albanese media release, tran-
script, podeast, newsletter, web-
siteorinterview. Nowhere.

Nor was it ever on the table
with the Marrickville Golf Clubor
the Inner West Council, led by
former Albanese staffer, now
mayor, Darcy Byme, who has
governance carriage of the grant.

So, clearly it's a cut-and-dried
case of a prime minister mislead-
ingthe house.

Orisit?

This week, again under pres-
sure in the parliament, Albanese
has tried to retrofit his claim of
sewerage works to say he wasn't
aware that the scope of the grant
had changed from what he told
the house in September.

Only that doesn't stack up ei-
ther.

Even before the NSW govern-
ment announcement in Septem-
ber 2025 that it would undertake
necessary sewerage and septic
tank upgrades for the Marrick-

ville Golf Club and surrounding
Cooks River parkland at a cost of
$270,000, neither Albanese, nor
the club or the council had ever
included sewerage works in the
upgrade plans. Meaning that Al-
banese can't claim the plans have
changed. that the scope of works
had been varied, when sewerage
works were never involved in the
firstplace.

A review of the Inner West
Coundil minutes from 2025 and
2026 confirm this also. So too,
multiple social media posts in-
volving Byrne and golf club presi-
dent Andrew Tighe. A lot of
crowing about their big $6m win
from “the club’s No.l patron, An-
thony Albanese” but not a word
about sewerage.

Until, that is, Albanese
clutched at it under pressure in
the house last month. And those
sewerage claims were then
backed in by minister King in a
News24 interview on Sunday
where she said: “It is my under-
standing very clearly that it is
both for sewerage works and
some of the facilities develop-
ment.”

King as,ain
contradicted her
own officials,
claiming that the
sewerage works
were announced
by the Prime
Minister in April
last year. But there
is no mention of it
in his golf club
media release

Only, again this is not the
truth.

Three days earlier, on Thurs-
day, October 22, a senior official
in her own department gave evi-
dence toa Senate inquiry probing
the integrity of the whole grants
program. Jacinta McDanald, as-
sistant secretary in the Depart-

1
documents she signs, spending
millions, that seemingly she
doesn't comprehend. Or how
hard she's willing to lie to protect
the Prime Minister.

Because in question time on
Wednesday, King again contra-
dicted her own officials, claiming
that the sewerage works were an-
nounced by the Prime Ministerin
April last year. But there is no
mention of it in his golf club
media release or any other com-
munications issued by him at that
time. Or since. Until he was in
trouble in the parliament last
month and needed a funding fig
leaf, thatis.

But it doesn't end there.

Back to Albanese’s assertion
last month that King was the de-
cision-maker. Again, serious
questions arise here with another
answer from the minister on Sun-
day. When asked who was in-
volved in the process of awarding
these grants, King said Labor
head office was involved in decid-
ingwhere the money wenl

“Yeah, absolutely, yeah,
absolutely, because it's an elec
tion commitment process, it's a
political process, so. Of course,
you know that is done through
the party machinery, not through
government machinery,” she
said.

, understand this. What
King confirms in that exchange is
that unelected Labor Party oper-
atives made the call regarding the.
allocation of half a billion in tax-
payer funding, with the
ment just brought in to get the
payments out the door. And that's
all they did. Remember, this was
an invitation-only grants pro-
gram. It is not as if they even had
to assess grant applications or
measure them against a trans-
parent set of guidelines. Labor
HQ had long decided who would
get what, with Labor MPs rushing
out press releases in the last days
of the election campaign, and the
department just window-dress-
ing a process that highly respect-
ed constitutional expert Anne
T\mmvy )m alrcady labelled

ment of , told the
hearing “that sewerage works
were not included in the scope of
works for the Marrickville Golf
Club project™.

Poor King, what’sa minister to
do? Tell the truth and throw her
boss under the bus, or fudge it and
hope no one follows up? Unfortu-
nately for King, Senate estimates
was the next day and her lie was
exposed when assistant secretary
McDonald was back under oath
and once more confirmed that
sewerage works were never in-
cluded in the golfclub project.

But it gets worse for the minis-
ter. McDonald went on to admit
under questioning that the de-
partment had provided its minis-
terwithanapprovals brieftosign-
off the $6m Marrickville grant,
yet sewerage works were not in it
You've got to wonder what other

JAMIE NJOKU-

GOODWIN

How Canberra
can call Big Tech’s
copyright bluff

“Give us your content or we will

apply to them. They want to train

pull our That's the
pitch that artificial intelligence
companies have been making to
policymakers all over the world. It’s
the implicit threat they made to us
in Britain over the past few years,
and it'stheone they are now direct-
ing to you in Australia. In essence,
it’s “heads I win, tails you lose™.
Most of us recognise that if we
want to use or enjoyabook,a news-
paper or some music then we need
topay forit. But despite billion-dol-
lar and potentially trillion-dollar
valuations, Al companies don’t
think the same principle should

thework of writers,
artists and musicians without per-
mission and without paying a
penny for it - and have built an ag-
gressive lobbying machine to make
governments around the world feel
theyll miss out on the Al boom if
they refuse.

In recent years I've had a front-
row seat to this playbook being de-
ployed in Britain, having worked as
chief executive of the trade body
UK Music and served as a senior
adviser to the former British prime
minister Rishi Sunak in Downing
Street. And I'm warning you, Aus-

You can see ‘now why this
tobeur-
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NMEANWHILE IN GAZA ..

HANG ON! IF
QUR GENOLIDAL
TYRANNICAL
QPPRESSORS

LET ARABS YOTE,
WHAT CAN WE ©O

FOR OUR PEQPLE?

e T o W g

JACK THE INSIDER
Polite politics
a shield for
dodging

scrutiny 9

We have all been told 1o take up a
kind of verbal callisthenics. Raise
the tone, lower the temperature,
lift l!:e s'landards 1t’s exhausting

gently referred to the Nahm\al
C

S it
(1early: there are ml prob-

where Michael Palin offersa con-
fession to the foul deed but claims
that “society is to blame”. John
Cleese in full bobby kit then runs
around and arrests everyone else.

‘There was a scattergun of ram-

Anti-Corruption

don't you? After all, Albanese can
hardly object, having declared in
the parliament in October 2020:
“Is the reason why the Morrison
government hasn't introduced
legislation for a national integrity
commission because of the cor-
rupt sports rort scheme ..?" And
he has the hide to circulate a dirt
sheet calling into question the in-
tegrity of Helen Haines?

Talk about pot calling kettle
black.

trali: you're up next. Here's what
happens: first, policymakers are
told mal without a blanket copy-
right exception thatallows Al com-
panies to freely exploit creative
works, investment will go else-
where.

‘When these threats don’t work,
they go to plan B and ask for an
“opt-out” - a system where they
can use people’s work by default,

dth toobject

to public officials, especially MPs
and political candidates. Threats
and ideations of violence directed
at public figures and often their
families are unacceptable. Our
politicians will become less ac-
cessible and, ultimately, talented
people suited to representative
politics will weigh up the risks and
choosealess volatile existence.
But weneed to be careful in de-
termining the relevant factors as-
sociated with the rise in political

pant street: sociology last
week, with fingers pointed at so-
cial media algorithms and online
video games. Even cartooning fell
into the vague list of suspects.
Pauline Hanson's Please Ex-
plam mnuons a\'axlahle on a
‘ouTubx e One

the attack with bowling bowis or
dmp grand pianos on each other’s
heads

Bu( the silliest of nll of the

Any MHR worth her or hissalt
should be keen to stand in front of
abank of mics and the odd Beta-
cam to hxghllghl Anlhnm Alba-

claims is that our
should tum the heat down on
each other, as if they might rise
from their seats spontaneously
and embrace across the divide to
show a grateful nation leadership
by example.

The parliament is now a gen-
tler place than it has ever heen.
Long gone are the days of Keating
and Costellosprays.

Bill Hayden once mused that
Tan Sinclair was “stealing the pen-
nies froma dead man’seyes”inre-
lation to a probate matter vexing
the then deputy leader of the Na-
tional Party.

In 2024 Barnaby Joyce called
the Prime Minister “a sook” and
was criticised for it.

“They are weak. they are led by
a weak man,” Joyce told Andrew
Bolt on Sky News (now News24).
“As a Prime Minister, he’s weak.
He s also a sook, by the way, abig
sook.”

Two weeks later Joyce made
the same taunt in question time
and was told to withdraw the re-
mark.

Thin-skinned and vindictive
are, I'd suggest, more apt descrip-
tors of the Prime Minister, and
these terms are almost certainly
within the acceptable bounds of
parliamentary language, but I say
that more in despair than anger
over the quality of contemporary

Nauon website, became a specific
target. Tasteful these toons most
definitely are not. And they are
about as funny as sudden cardiac
death. It is a stretch, however, to
imply that an animated series of

Ifthe call for a kinder polity isa
backhanded plea for a battling
government to avoid scrutiny, it
needs to be rejected utterly. Rath-
er than a lowering of timbre and
excising selected words from vo-

violence, iolence. the rhetoric should be
We need to identify some ncd Duln l ‘we go through the car-  ratchetedup.

e lest we fall i i{ in the One can only hope that a rich-
and become an image of the Py-  1960s, onl) for the moral pamc to er thesaurus of invective is in use
thonian parody sketchofan Agat-  subside when it dthata thanth ilable to One Na-
ha Christie murder mystery generation of kids did not go on  tion’sdeputy leader.

agreeda m[]u‘me hmnm: that per-

There'saprofoundly moral case

mits Al their
content, but with payment goingto
the people who actually did the
work. And far from pulling invest-
ment, OpenAl and Anthropic have
both announced major expansions.
of their London operations this
year. The lesson should be clear: Al
investment doesn’t depend on giv-
ing away creamrs nghlll - and

(despite there being no way for
them to know their work has been
used and by whom). Itis only when
policymakers hold the line and re-
fuse to capitulate that Al compan-
ies start to do what they should
have done in the first place: pay for
the content they want.

This is how it played out in Brit-
ain. Across the past five years, suc-
cessive Conservative and then
Labour governments flited with
the idea of watering down copy-
right rules but then pulled back
from the brink before it was too
late. The result? Since the British
government confirmed that Al

when tell Australi
policymakers otherwise, ministers
should treat that claim with the
scepticism it deserves.

Australia has seen this movie
before. In 2021, Google threatened
to pull its search engine from Aus-
tralia after ministers introduced
proposals requiring the tech giant
to share royalties with news pub-
lishers. In the face of scare stories
and implied threats, ministers held
their nerve. The fact 1 was able to
Google “When did England last
win the Ashes in Australia?” from
the SCG last January (and get a de-
pressing answer) shows that calling
Big Tech’sbluff was theright call.

on copyrighted work, the licensing
market has gained strength.
Hundreds of publi

Now Al are deploy-
ing the same threats - and [ hope
your ministers show the same
backbone i

for and enforcing crea-
tors' rights. If you have created
something, you should be able to
control how it is used and be pro-
tected against its exploitation by
others. But there's a hard-nosed
practical reality, too: a strong copy-
right and intellectual property
framework ensures creatives get
paid, supports jobs and drives econ-
omicgrowth.

Eroding copyright, meanwhile,
simply strips assets away froma na-
tion's creators and gives interna-
tional technology companies
something for free that they would
otherwise pay for.

To be clear, I'm an AI optimist
and believe that we are going to see
some remarkable advances in the
years to come — but none of them
depend on watering down copy-
right laws. The idea that the only
thing standing between a large lan-
guage model and a cure for cancer
is unfettered access to the back cat-
alogues of the Beatles and Kylie
Minogue is frankly ridiculous. Nei-
ther does national security require
it - and the same companies that
warn governments about foreign
rivals stealing their intellectual

The idea that the
only thing standing
between a large
language model
and a cure for
cancer is
unfettered access
to the back
catalogues of the
Beatles and Kylie
Minogue is frankly

ridiculous ... The
same companies
that warn

governments about
foreign rivals
stealing their
intellectual
property can
hardly argue the
national interest
means taking
creators’ work

for free

nese's d
ness over his office’s dirt file on
Helen Haines. One man’s dirt file
is another’s briefing note, the
Prime Minister sought to explain.
Albanese’s limp defence of
merely pointing out what great
work Haines did for her own elec-
torate was never going to pass
muster. What was circulated from
the Prime Minister's office is
called a dirt file only because it

If the call for

a kinder polity

is a backhanded
plea for a battling
government to
avoid scrutiny,

it needs to be
rejected utterly.
Rather than a
lowering of timbre
and excising
selected words
from vocabularies,
the rhetoric should
be ratcheted up

sounds a little more dignified than
ashit sheet, but a shit sheet it most
certainly was.

Haines had been critical of the
Marrickville Millions - the
grant given to the Marrickville
Golf Club, of which some cash had
been set aside, the Prime Minister
said, hand on heart, to fix a bit of
dodgy plumbing, The shitter was
backed up. Sewage seeping into
the Cooks River. Nasty business.

Fortunately, the threat of a
cholera outbreak in Greater Mar-
rickville was thwarted by the
NSW government, which had
fixed the leak some months earli-

property can hardly argue the na-
tional interest means taking crea-
tors' work for free.

Indeed, the companies that
have the most to gain from a free
pm on copyright are foru’gn-

wned

er and without the assistance of a

nt.

Meanwhile we have learned
that Marrickville's weekend war-
riors reaching for the No1 whack-
ing stick were already chatting
excitedly about the major reno
and how their swanky new club-
house might look.

‘That's the problem with sewer-
age. It creates sewage. Don't open
upthe pitand for god's sake keep it
away fromfans. Oops. Too late.

We can safely call the invi-
tation-only $560m Major and
Local Community Infrastructure

a good, old-fashioned
pork-barrelling exercise. Fair play
and play on. Unless you get
caught, thatis.

‘There must be robust scrutiny
with lots of awkward questions
put to the Prime Minister with
words his sensitive epidermis may
find objectionable.

One suspects ripping the scab
off the processes involved in the
allocation of more than half a bil-
lion dollars of taxpayers’ hard-
earned will be a painful exercise
for Albanese and his government
withadaily rollout of disgraces big
and small on the cards across the
ensuing weeks,

The shit's so thick you could
stir it with a stick, but only meta-
phorically speaking.

Back to raw sewage in sheet
form. Shit sheets get dropped into
journos’ inboxes anonymously all
the time. It happens. It’s awful but
the practice will never stop. The
good news is that none of the re-
cipients of this mean-spirited gar-
bage pursued the dubious
insinuations.

‘The problem remains that the
Prime Minister’s office would be
engaged in this sort of cheap hus-
tle. Good prime ministers are not
only abave this stuff but are seen
to be above this stuff.

See how easily the words thin-
skinned and vindictive come to
mind now?

point of fairness at stake here. Al
companies rightly invest billions in
the other inputs their products de-
pend on: data centres, computing
power and highly skilled employ-
ee\ Why should lhe books, music

suuh as Suno. In 2022, | warned

that power their
modek be the nnly input that is

that industry faced
arisk of “music laundering”, where
Al companies would take other
people’s work without permission,
train a model on it, then make
money off what came out on the
other side. Four years on, that pre-
diction has come to pass. Accord-
mg tomusic streaming app Deezer,
Al tracks make up more than half
of new uploads to streaming plat-
forms and up to 85 per cent of fully
Al-generated streams are fraudu-
lent. Far from stopping content
laundering, weakening copyright

nothin
Asa Brit, the last lhmg Iwantto
do is tell Australia how to make its
laws. But in recent years I've fallen
in love with Australia (and an Aus-
tralian) — and whether it's writers
such as Trent Dalton and Charmi-
an Clift, or musicians from Nick
Cave to Thelma Plum, I'm a huge
admirer of your creative spirit. |
wanttobe able to give Australia the
advice L wish Ihad when I wascam-
paigning for creators’ rights in the
UK, when every Al company
under the sun was trying to con-

I'mrelaxed about Al companies
making money from new innova-
tions; they just need to pay the peo-

vinceus to give away for
nothing.

As in Britain, Australia’s cre-
ative sector is one of your key na-

p[e whose work got them there. tional assets. You have an

protec- cultural output and
[mg'hur citizens from havingtheir  youare right to hel'enxly proud of
work i i i it Don'tlet il techcom-

tech companies, nol'making it eas-
ier. There is also a fundamental

panies come and asset-strip it with-
outafight.
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What trust makes possible

HAD goosebumps before I reached the
end of the walkway. For Omani Youth
Day, the Youth Centre had turned the
space into a passage through a year’s
worth of work, installations and projects
appearing around every turn, and someone
had thought carefully about how each one
would meet a visitor. I kept slowing down
to look again. Seeing that work celebrated
at the highest levels of government gave the
evening a weight the young people had built
for themselves.
The theme for the year was Azm, resolve,
and the whole of it had been assembled
in under 7 days. There is an arithmetic we
apply to work of that size, built from years
of watching how long such things take,
and it landed here on a team with no part
in the projects it came from. Behind the
week sits an operation running since 2022,
through thousands of contracts with small
and medium enterprises and hundreds
of training programmes, almost none of
it landing on a night anyone attends. The
ability was already in the building; the week
brought it somewhere people were looking.
We left talking about what other government

projects might learn from it.

Attending as a member of that board
for the first time brought pride, and
responsibility settled in behind it. Much of
my working life has gone into arguing that
young people ought to have a seat at decision-
making tables, and holding one of those seats
feels nothing like arguing for it. For years the
argument travelled outward from wherever I
‘was sitting. Some of it now arrives at me.

Two weeks earlier, at the inaugural Annual
Meeting of Global Future Leaders, I heard
the Forum present its latest youth survey.
Some 9 in 10 young people report that climate
change already affects their daily lives, and
artificial intelligence is unsettling what they
expect work to ask of them. Even so, 2in 3
expect better economic prospects than their
parents. Through my work on the Forum’s
Global Shapers board, I have met many of
them, clear about the uncertainty ahead and
making plans anyway.

An expectation held on those terms puts a
question to the people positioned to answer
it. Opportunity has an address. A young
Omani in Musandam starts with fewer
employers within reach and a narrower set

Much of my
working life has
gone into arguing
that young people
ought to have a seat
at decision-making
tables, and holding
one of those seats
feels nothing like
arguing for it.

of people who can open a door, and the soft
openings announced that evening, in her
governorate and in Dhofar, begin to close the
distance.

The Centre entered its own chapter this
year, with financial and administrative
independence and a mandate to seek young
people’s views when policies concerning
them are shaped. A signed agreement arrives
with a photograph and a date. A plan altered
because of something a 24-year-old said in a
meeting earns neither, so nobody will notice
the first time the mandate is honoured, or the
first time it is set aside.

The young Omanis behind that evening
have shown what trust produces when it is
handed over without conditions. The work
that follows sits in budgets and in meetings
where carrying on as planned is the easiest
thing available, none of it photographed,
and I will be in some of them. The pause
after a young person says the inconvenient
thing lasts a few seconds, and whoever fills
it decides what the mandate was worth. I
have spent years on the speaking side of that
pause. I am about to learn what I do on the
other one.

OMAN’S PLEDGE TO
PEACE, TOLERANCE
SETSIT APART

Ever since the early
1990s, the Middle East
has rarely known a
moment of true calm.
Between sudden political
shifts, internal turmoil,
and ongoing struggles for
regional dominance, the
landscape has remained
consistently volatile.
Oman, however, chose a
very deliberate path. By
staying out of regional
strife, Oman maintained
itself as an oasis of peace
and stability in the region.

Maintaining security and order in a region
where violence can erupt at any moment is an
extraordil accomplish Through
its modern history, the Sultanate of Oman has
pursued peace as a way of life, conduct, and
thought.

Acts of violence — or even vehement expressions
of hatred — run directly counter to Oman’s foreign
policy principles, as articulated by His Majesty
Sultan Haitham bin Tarik since his accession to
the throne, as well as Oman’s inherited religious
practices and social customs.

Omanis are staunch advocates of peace
‘who naturally favour harmony over conflict.
Omanis extend deep sympathy, compassion,
and sensitivity toward anyone affected by such
violence, frequently calling for mutual respect
and tolerance across all faiths. Demonstrating this
moderate spirit, citizens and residents of Oman
live side by side in the same neighbourhoods, share
meals, and work in Oman in complete safety,
regardless of their faith or background. By nature,
Omanis avoid unnecessary disputes and verbal
controversy. Their honesty, sincerity, and integrity
are beyond question. Anyone visiting an Omani
city or village immediately feels the warmth and
hospitality of its people, along with the deep
security provided by both law and custom.

As a dedicated peacemaker, Oman adheres
strictly to a policy of non-interference in the
internal affairs of other nations and opposes
the use of force to resolve disputes. The world
recognises Oman as a trusted, reliable mediator —
always working with quiet conviction to reconcile
opposing parties and end hostilities. Even when
holding a differing opinion, Oman harbours no
hatred or ill will. Instead, it exercises thoughtful
restraint, seizing the right moments to restore
harmony, honesty, and friendship.

These core tenets, fundamental principles, and
enduring beliefs define Oman and guide the Omani
spirit.

DR MUSALLAM
AL MA'ANI
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of Al Zahra College
for Women
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Israeli Arabs hold key as
Bibi falls short of majority

FROM Israel’s

hard-fought

election pointed

on Wednesday to
no clear winner, as a leader of the
Arab minority appealed to a hesitant
opposition to join forces to end the
divisive reign of Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu.

‘With more than three quarters of
the vote counted, Netanyahu's right-
wing bloc was slightly ahead but
still short of a majority in Tuesday's
election, the first since the October
7, 2023 attack, which has led Israel
to wage war in Gaza and across the
region. Both Netanyahu, Israel’s
longest-serving prime minister, who
is allied with far-right and ultra-
Orthodox Jewish parties, and Gadi
Eisenkot, a former military chief
leading a broad opposition bloc,
vowed that they would seek to form
the next government.

But neither looks set to reach the
61-seat threshold for a majority.
With 77 per cent of ballots counted,
Netanyahu's bloc had 54 of the 120
seats in parliament and Eisenkot’s
opposition had 49.

The final results could still change,
but one place of clear gains was
among Israeli Arab lists, which were
set to jump to 17 seats.

Voters from the community,
descendants of Palestinians who
stayed after Israel's creation and

STUART WHITE

The writer is a news
editor for AFP,
focusing on the
Middle East

A stalemate could,
in the immediate

who make up around 20 per cent of term, benefit
the population, have been enraged Netanyahu, who
by the Netanyahu government’s would remain
ultra-nationalist Jewish vision for caretaker prime
the country and the Palestinian minister until a
territories.Yousef Jabareen, head of new government is
the leftist Arab-majority Joint List, formed.
said the Israeli public had voted for
new leadership, and “anyone who
wants to offer a substantive and
genuine alternative to Netanyahu'’s
blood-soaked government will have
to talk to us™.
“It’s either the continuation
of racism, the continuation of
exclusion and the continuation of
supremacy, or a genuine Jewish-Arab
partnership,” he said.
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Eisenkot has resisted allying with
Arab parties. Netanyahu during
the campaign relentlessly attacked
the opposition by saying it would
put Arabs in power, running on
the slogan: “Either the Right or
Palestine.”

Yair Golan, the head of Israel’s
main left-wing party and a member
of Eisenkot’s camp, became the first
member of the opposition camp to
call for an alliance with Arab parties.

But Eisenkot’s camp also includes
right-wingers who share many of
Netanyahu's hawkish views and have
adamantly rejected working with
Arab lawmakers.

Arab lawmakers could also give
Eisenkot support in parliamentary
votes on an ad hoc basis, enabling
him to maintain a minority
government without joining a
coalition, although few observers
believe such an arrangement would
survive for long.

Alack of a clear majority for
either camp could mean weeks spent
trying to cobble together coalitions,
with possible new elections on the
horizon if negotiations fail.

“Maybe everybody lost in these
elections but the Arab parties. And
for the Arab parties, it’s unclear that
they can make use of their huge
success,” Hebrew University of
Jerusalem political scientist Gideon
Rahat said.

A stalemate could, in the
immediate term, benefit Netanyahu,
who would remain caretaker prime
minister until a new government is
formed.

Both Netanyahu and Eisenkot
appeared to indicate another factor
was on the horizon — an Israeli
attack alongside the United States on
Iran.
Netanyahu ordered bombing
campaigns against Iran both last
year and earlier this year, reluctantly
stopping only after President Donald
Trump reached a now-moribund
ceasefire.

In the days leading up to the
election, Netanyahu repeatedly

r@omariobserver.om
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called for the overthrow of Iran’s
government. News reports, which
Netanyahu denied, said military top
brass pushed back on his plans for
pre-election action.

Trump has said that the United
States is no longer negotiating with
Iran but will not attack until after
next Tuesday’s US midterm elections,
in which his Republican Party is
forecast to lose ground.

Speaking to supporters at a rally,
Netanyahu said that Israel had a
“unique opportunity” with Trump
to “forever eliminate the existential
threat of Iran”.

Eisenkot, in his own post-election
appearance, warned Israel’s security
chiefs that they must serve the
national interests and not the
political needs of Netanyahu, who is
a caretaker prime minister “without
amandate”.

All eyes will be on President Isaac
Herzog, who usually keeps a low-key
ceremonial role but must decide
whom to task with the first chance to
form a government.

Herzog has reportedly supported
aunity government, which could
take on more urgency if Netanyahu
attacks Iran, although Eisenkot has
publicly ruled out serving with him.

Netanyahu, who has served as
prime minister on and off for more
than 19 years, has divided Israeli
society.

Facing criminal charges over
corruption that he denies, Netanyahu
has sought to revamp the judiciary.

He has also allied with far-right
champions of extremist settlers who
attack Palestinians in the West Bank
with virtual impunity.

Netanyahu is also wanted by
the International Criminal Court
over Israel’s devastating war in
Gaza, where residents expressed
uncertainty as to what the outcome
might mean for them“Our fear is that
these elections might result in the
emergence of an even worse leader
and those who are more violent and
bloodthirsty,” displaced Gazan Huda
al Houli said. — AFP

PO. Box 974, Postal Code 100,
Muscat,

Sultanate of Oman

DISCLAIMER:

and opinions expressed
s are solel

n these
the authors i
opinion of the O



b: ‘ver,X bserver

OMAN DAILY

THURSDAY - OCTOBER 29 - 2026

Ohserve

OPINION

UMBERTO
BACCHI

The writer
is Brussels
Correspondent
for AFP

What’s at stake at EU-Canada summit?

AND the EU will lay

the groundwork

for a sweeping new

partnership aimed at

better navigating a world
dominated by the United States and Chinaata
Montreal summit this week.

Already enjoying a free trade pactand a
defence procurement programme among
other deals, Brussels and Ottawa hope to
deepen cooperation in other areas.

European Union chief Ursula von der
Leyen raised the prospect of Canada
becoming the 27-nation bloc’s first “associate
member” in September.

This raised a few eyebrows as the title
doesn't exist in the EU treaties. Some EU
states oppose the term being used before its
meaning is properly defined.

An EU official speaking on condition
of anonymity admitted it was “uncharted
territory” for the bloc, but the term
underscored the ambition to create a close
partnership with Canada just short of
membership. This would entail aligning
policies in areas such as climate, energy,
and artificial intelligence, letting Ottawa
participate in some EU programmes, and
creating a common governance structure.

The latter would “build on” the invitations
Canada recently received to take part in EU
summits and ministerial meetings, Jozef
Sikela, the EU commissioner for international
partnerships, told the European Parliament
last week.

Some EU lawmakers have also argued for

the creation of an inter-parliamentary body
to hold regular exchanges.

Canada is rich in rare earths and critical
minerals needed for green technologies like
batteries and wind turbines that Europe
currently sources mostly from China.

But mining in Canada is yet to take off,
with operators looking for investments and
commitment from buyers to enter a market
dominated by Beijing, said Noah Gordon of
the European Council on Foreign Relations
think tank.

The summit could lead to an agreement
allowing the European Investment Bank to
put money behind Canadian critical minerals
projects. Brussels and Ottawa were also
looking at joint stockpiling, the anonymous
EU official said, referring to the practice
of storing materials to stabilise supply and
support demand.

A digital trade deal allowing for faster and
cheaper online transactions is expected to be
unveiled in Montreal.

An early draft of a joint statement for the
summit seen by AFP also envisaged deeper
cooperation on both artificial intelligence
infrastructure and regulation.

The summit should launch work to pave
the way for Canada to join the EU’s Galileo
programme and IRIS® project.

The first is a global navigation satellite
system that offers an alternative to the United
States’ Global Positioning System (GPS),
and the second aims to equip Europe with a
substitute for Elon Musk’s Starlink satellite
constellation.

Some EU lawmakers
have also argued for
the creation of an
inter-parliamentary
body to hold regular
exchanges. Canada
isrich in rare
earths and critical
minerals needed for
green technologies
like batteries and
wind turbines
that Europe
currently sources
mostly from China

The EU also recently unveiled plans to
connect the EU’s mainland with Greenland,
Canada, Japan and South Korea via a
submarine cable system that would bypass
the United States.

“We need to develop our stuff and take care
of our own,” said a European diplomat.

Ottawa and Brussels are understood to
be working to have Canada participate in
the EU’s popular Erasmus youth mobility
programme, which allows university
students to spend a semester abroad among
other things.

The draft statement also discussed
“enhancing labour mobility, with a focus
on reducing barriers for young people and
highly skilled workers and promoting greater
recognition of professional qualifications”.

“Treaties and institutions are important,
but the real foundation of the EU-Canada
alliance is people-to-people contact,” said
Tobias Cremer, a centre-left EU lawmaker
from Germany.

Brussels is hoping to secure additional
financial support for Ukraine from Canada to
cover Kyiv’'s budget shortfall.

And scientific cooperation could be
boosted by allowing Canada into Horizon
Europe, the EU’s flagship funding programme
for research. The EU official said Europe
was ready to open its supercomputing
infrastructure to Canadian researchers.

The two parties want to strengthen energy
ties, with the draft statement mentioning
exports of Canadian liquefied natural gas to
Europe and the development of renewables.

SOUTH AFRICAN
ACTIVISTS PUSH
BACK ON DATA
CENTRE RUSH

SHAKIRAH THEBUS &
JEANETTE CHABALALA

A little boy balanced a large bottle of water on
his shoulder as he returned from a communal
tap near land acquired by a major data centre
developer in South Africa’s water-scarce city of
Cape Town.

In the maze-like community of Barcelona, there
is no piped water or sanitation in the small metal
homes that bake in the heat, and older residents
pay boys a few rands to go to the tap for them.

The prospect of a water- and power-hungry
hyperscale data centre near areas of the city where
thousands of people lack proper access to these
resources has alarmed activists.

Civil society groups have demanded a halt in
the construction of new centres in South Africa -
which already has more than 60, the most on the
continent - pending the establishment of dedicated
regulations in a boom sector being driven by AL

“It’s a direct land issue,” said Housing Assembly
(HA) movement activist Kenneth Matlawe, who
lived in Barcelona for 15 years.

“It affects the water and sanitation policy. It
affects socio-economic development because any
form of development must benefit the community,”
he said. HA has been joined by UK non-profit
Foxglove and other groups in appealing the city’s
rezoning of a portion of land near Barcelona
acquired by US-based Equinix, which operates
around 280 data centres worldwide.

The rezoning could open the way for Equinix to
develop the land near the international airport,
but managing director Sandile Dube said the
company had no immediate plans to do so.

Should a project go ahead, it would “follow the
due process that takes into consideration some of
the concerns that the local communities might
have,” he said.

The appeal was heard this month with a non-
binding recommendation due within 90 days.

The government is welcoming data centre
investment to promote the country - home to the
fastest expansion on the continent - as “Africa’s
digital gateway”.

But HA and the Extinction Rebellion climate
group called in a petition to the Cape Town mayor
in September for a halt until “clearly defined,
enforceable regulations and standards are in place
to govern this rapidly expanding industry.”

The city has around a dozen centres and has
approved licences for five more. “If we need to
move forward at breakneck speed to roll out the red
carpet and let industries build data centres... we
need to have proper understanding of what the law
allows and regulation needs to happen,” said Legal
Resources Centre attorney Saadiyah Kadwa, who
represents HA and the others. — AFP

Trump tamed after US
midterms? Europe doubts it

DONALD

Trump may

be facing

a political
pounding at the US midterm
elections next month - but in Europe,
expectations are low that a big
Democrat win would change much.

From the battlefields of Ukraine
to the boardrooms of Europe, Trump
has sent multiple shockwaves across
the continent since returning to
power last year.

During a head-spinning 22
months, the mercurial leader
has turned spectacularly on Kyiv,
imposed tariffs on allies and
threatened to take Greenland.

Ahead of the November 3 polls,
it looks like American voters could
punish Trump’s Republican Party
and hand control of one or both of
the US House of Representatives or
Senate to the Democrats.

But while the hope may be that
Trump could be reined in by a
hostile Congress, multiple officials
at the EU and Nato said they doubt
a big loss would muzzle him on the
international stage.

“We don't think the
unpredictability is going to change,”
said one senior EU diplomat.

Publicly, the European Union is
keeping its cards close to its chest.

“We will not comment on any
elections in the EU or abroad. Let’s
wait for those and we’ll see where it
goes,” said European Commission
spokeswoman Paula Pinho.

Behind closed doors as well,
officials say that the midterms are
not featuring much in the bloc’s
internal discussions.

“I'suspect because a) it is difficult
to really predict the result, b) one
wouldn't want to get too high hopes
for change and c) not sure how
much even a Democratic wave
would impact foreign policy issues,”
said a second senior EU diplomat.

Ahead of the midterms, Trump
has rattled Europe by yet again
lashing out at Ukraine and cosying
up to Russia as Washington has
renewed its push to end the fighting.

While a Democrat win could
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Fromthe
battlefields of
Ukraine to the
boardrooms of
Europe, Trump
has sent multiple
shockwaves across
the continent since
returning to power
last year. During
a head-spinning
22 months, the
mercurial leader
has turned
spectacularly on
Kyiv, imposed
tariffs on allies and
threatened to take
Greenland

US President Donald Trump holds amid

those of

usher in a more vocal pro-Kyiv
majority in Congress, the EU is not
expecting US support for Ukraine to
ramp up again. Officials in Brussels
say they are focused on plugging

a 70-billion-euro hole in Kyiv's
finances next year.

And while they’re pushing other
countries like Britain, Canada and
Japan to do more, they are certainly
not counting on the United States.

Meanwhile, there is equally little
optimism for any major reversal on
the tariffs Trump has slapped on
Europe.

Diplomats and officials point out
that it took months to get Democrat
president Joe Biden to roll back
tariffs on EU steel after Trump’s first
term - and even then limitations
remained.

In a recent poll from the
Washington-based Council on
Foreign Relations, only one quarter
of Americans backed removing all
the tariffs on the EU.

At Nato, the story is much the
same. European allies are nervously
waiting for the results of a Pentagon
review of US forces on the continent
that looks set to be unveiled in
December.

The widespread expectation is
that it will see the United States
scale back its deployments,

d do not reflect the opinion of the Observer

erm campaign rally at Lubbock Memorial Civic Center in Lubbock, Texas. — AFP
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although the hope is the cuts will
not be too severe.

Multiple diplomats at Nato said
they didn't envision the midterms
having an impact on the review.

While a changed Congress could
see US lawmakers more outspoken
in support of the alliance, the
direction of travel is already set with
Europe stepping up efforts to take
more responsibility for its defence.

“Whatever the outcome, we'll
keep going,” said one European
diplomat.

There is also a nagging fear that
things could get worse after the
midterms. If Republicans cling on, it
could embolden Trump; meanwhile,
if they lose, he could seek to distract
from his woes at home by stirring
up things abroad.

“We have a history in America
of presidents who get in trouble
domestically turning more to the
international stage,” said Bruce
Stokes, a visiting fellow at the
German Marshall Fund think tank.

From an escalation in the Iran
war to a more concerted push on
Ukraine, there are numerous ways
the White House can keep worrying
Europe.

“Trump has demonstrated they
can't stand not to be the centre of
attention,” said Stokes. — AFP



Last day to join the
Free Newspapers Community

At just one time entry fee of Z19... It's worth it +',

EDITORIALS PDF

m English Editorials PDF

with International Newspapers Editorials [35-40 pages]

® Hindi Editorials PDF

® Daily Vocabulary PDF

MAGAZINE CHANNEL

National & International

[General & Exam related]

INTERNATIONAL NEWSPAPERS

Newspapers around the world.

Asian, European & American

INDIAN NEWSPAPERS CHANNEL

The Indian Express
The Hindu
Business Line
Financial Express
Times of India
Hindustan Times
Economic Times
Live Mint

Business Standard

HINDI NEWSPAPERS (Delhi Editions)

1.
2,

S| s W

e ST
LA

AT i)
g
RICLE
SIETSACIN

fa TeRT

CLICK HERE W

Tap the button above to get free access




