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T
he gathering of hundreds of thousands of
people at Delhi’s Ramlila Maidan, organ-
ised by the Congress-led INDIA bloc par-

ties, was a milestone in the battle for the restora-
tion of the integrity of India’s election process. As
more and more skeletons tumble out the of the
closet of the Election Commission of India (ECI),
its chief Gyanesh Kumar has chosen silence while
the ruling BJP has rushed to shield him from crit-
icism. The united outcry of protest by the Opposi-
tion, led by the Leader of Opposition Rahul Gand-
hi, is a strong signal of public opinion for the
ruling party and India’s institutions, including
the ECI, that appear complicit in a scheme that
threatens the foundations of Indian democracy.
What remains unexplained by the ECI and Mr.
Kumar are malpractices in the Special Intensive
Revision that could have the e�ect of subverting
the popular will. Protestors on Sunday had ar-
rived from all parts of India, and included people
directly a�ected by the SIR across the country.

The protest reinforced Mr. Gandhi’s central
role as the key challenger of Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi. Mr. Gandhi, for all his faults, has
been an uncompromising champion of constitu-
tional values and pluralism in India. The BJP car-
icatured him, and even non-BJP voices had
bought into the idea of Mr. Gandhi being a privi-
leged dynast out of touch with the commoner.
While his ancestry is a matter of fact, so is his te-
nacity. All Opposition parties mobilised for the
protest, but the centrality of the Congress party
was unmistakable. Mr. Gandhi has a special focus
on subaltern classes to be included in positions of
responsibility in the party. The Sunday protest
was clearly the largest show of strength in recent
memory. The manner in which the Congress
coordinated with the wide spectrum of the Oppo-
sition, often involving rivals in States, also indi-
cates a clear sense of purpose and pragmatism.
The call for the restoration of institutional integri-
ty is the need of the hour; but Mr. Gandhi must be
careful not to misstate the nature of the crisis. In
his well-reasoned call for accountability of the
ECI, Mr. Gandhi ended up questioning the legiti-
macy of the previous election without providing
any substantive basis for his allegations. He must
remember that his emergence as the voice of the
Opposition places on him the responsibility of
being measured in his speeches and his steps.

United stand
Protests against SIR are a recognition

that it could subvert popular will

T
he bureaucratic impetus for the 11.2-GW
Siang Upper Multipurpose Project
(SUMP) in Arunachal Pradesh purported-

ly comes from China’s aggressive development of
a 60-GW mega-dam in Tibet, stoking anxieties
among Indian authorities over ‘weaponised’
transboundary waters. Beijing may be able to div-
ert �ows in the Yarlung Tsangpo river, which be-
comes the Brahmaputra in India, to cause
drought downstream or release water en masse
to trigger catastrophic �oods in Arunachal Pra-
desh and Assam. New Delhi thus imagines SUMP
as a strategic bu�er, but in so doing faces a dilem-
ma it should not attempt to resolve with force. Its
extant top-down approach, exempli�ed by de-
ploying security forces to guard survey teams
and imposing the State Unlawful Activities (Pre-
vention) Act against activists, only validates fears
among locals that the state will grab their land.
The region also hosts sustained protests against
the Subansiri Upper Hydroelectric Project, ex-
panding the indictment to Arunachal Pradesh’s
model of hydroelectric power development. The
eastern Himalayas are among the most tectoni-
cally active and erosion-prone landscapes in the
world. The mega-dam in Tibet will comprise �ve
cascading power stations over the river’s roughly
2,000-metre fall over 50 km. Beijing has main-
tained the dam will not harm countries down-
stream but has declined to share crucial engi-
neering details. This is why diplomacy will be an
essential part of operating SUMP, in addition to
Beijing’s disputed claims on Arunachal Pradesh.

The Brahmaputra basin in Assam and Bangla-
desh receives most of its water from monsoon
rains and tributaries downstream of the Tibetan
Plateau, so China cannot straightforwardly con-
trol the river’s total �ow through India. Yet since
Chinese interventions would have greater conse-
quences closer to the border, SUMP will need in-
formation about both the mega-dam’s operations
and downstream in�ows to plan its own opera-
tions, and Beijing has declined to share the form-
er. SUMP thus faces many uncertainties at the
outset. Despite India repeatedly raising the issue
with China at the highest levels, headway has
been limited to Beijing agreeing to share hydro-
logical data on humanitarian grounds during
emergencies. Planners have contemplated main-
taining the SUMP reservoir at 70% to accommo-
date unexpected surges, but the level of protec-
tion possible if China supplies no advance
warning remains unclear. This uncertainty is a
thorn in the side of the government’s push
against more legitimate resistance by Adi com-
munity members and civil rights groups. The
need for the project does not excuse the state
from following all the relevant laws and protec-
tions. The state cannot protect the nation’s needs
by antagonising the nation’s people.

Cascading e�ect
India must respect land rights of its

people while building dams

T
he right to privacy is a constitutional
right upheld by the Supreme Court in
2017. However, the legal instruments
currently in place to safeguard this

right seem inadequate, especially considering the
technological revolution led by Arti�cial
Intelligence (AI) around the world. While AI
regulation is one of the most commonly
discussed issues within governments today, the
recommendations have been broad, vague and
have only led to further questions. AI has
immense potential to boost productivity and have
positive e�ects on people’s lives; any
indiscriminate regulatory or policy measure risks
inhibiting innovation and economic growth.
However, there are lower hanging fruits; speci�c
gaps that can be �lled to better safeguard
people’s constitutional rights without
permanently losing out in the AI race. 

Privacy coverage
The Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Act
was passed in 2023, with the DPDP Rules being
noti�ed in November 2025. The implementation
is phased with some provisions on consent and
safety becoming e�ective only in 2027. Prior to
the DPDP Act, the primary legal instrument to
regulate the use and management of personal
data was the Information Technology (IT) Act,
2000. Together the IT Act, 2000 and its 2011
Rules broadly regulated the export of “sensitive
personal data” on the condition that the recipient
ensured a level of data protection required under
Indian law, and that the transfer was either
necessary to perform a lawful contract or had
been consented to by the data provider. An
assertion and claim were su�cient to record
adequacy. The criminal penalty for unauthorised
disclosure was capped at three years’
imprisonment or a �ne of ₹5 lakh. These
penalties only applied to disclosure of sensitive
personal data that were listed in the Rules such as
�nancial data, medical or health details, sexual
orientation, biometric information etc. The Rules
did not apply to personal data such as names,
addresses, phone numbers, caste, religion,
political a�liations, browsing history, social
media activity, online or offline behavioural
patterns, institutional a�liations etc. 

It also did not apply to any data scraped
publicly such as from social media platforms. For
context, India is the largest market for Facebook
and Instagram in the world. Tech giants such as
Meta, Amazon, and Google use data collected
from the users to train their AI models.

The DPDP Act is now the general purpose legal
instrument to regulate the use of citizens’ data.
Yet it does not apply to publicly available data or
information inferred from parameters such as
social media activity including names,
gender/sex, locations, institutional a�liations,
images, videos or attributes. Such ‘inferred’ data
could include emotions, mobility, and
behavioural patterns. It buckets all personal data
together and does not create a speci�c category
for sensitive personal data as was followed under
IT Act, 2000. Consequently, data that are
intuitively sensitive such as passwords and
mental and physical health conditions are treated
in the same bucket as name, marital status, city,
shopping interests etc. When viewed in this light,
it seems that the DPDP Act is regressive and fails
to assign stronger protections to categories that
were better protected earlier. It can be a valid
critique to say that even personal non-sensitive
data can reveal sensitive information depending
upon the context of their collection and
accompanying parameters in analysis. However,
some data points, when revealed, stand the risk
of being severely misused and encroach upon
individual privacy without the need for any
inference such as biometrics, passwords etc.
They need higher levels of protection.

Training AI on personal data
Further, the DPDP Act does not acknowledge or
engage with the topic of AI models and data used
in their training. One of the risks of AI models to
privacy is that they can regurgitate the data used
in their training. Credible studies have shown that
querying an AI model with “anonymised” data to
extract personal details that it had memorised
during training can be used to identify individuals
and build their pro�les. Studies have also shown
that various methods can be used via AI to
extract sensitive information about individuals
using generic publicly available information. This
means that if your data was used to train an AI
model, an anonymised dataset that is now legally
compliant can be used to extract your personal
details and pro�le you without your consent.

It is important to note that Indian users have
not had a right or a legal mechanism to prevent
this use in the past. Since DPDP’s consent
provision is only e�ective next year, companies
do not need to fully comply and obtain one’s
consent with respect to its data processing needs
now. Worse, even after the DPDP’s substantive
provisions take full e�ect in May 2027, Indian
users will have no right to object to AI being

trained on their public data. In contrast, Meta
currently provides its users in the EU an opt-out
feature that allows the user to object to their data
being used in Meta’s AI training. 

This also needs to be juxtaposed with the fact
that the right to be forgotten under the DPDP Act
only applies to data for which the user had
provided consent to the organisation. It is unclear
if the right extends to the information inferred
from the analysis of the said data. The DPDP Act
also exempts this right from processing for
research, archival, or statistical purposes. The
conditions to be met under such an exemption
still need to be prescribed by the Union
government. Whether AI model training (often
framed by companies as research to improve
service delivery) falls within this exemption
remains unclear and is, therefore, a potential
route by which such processing could escape the
Act’s obligations entirely. 

What can be done
These are low hanging fruits and can be
addressed with amendments, noti�cation of
Rules and legal judgments. The provisions of the
DPDP Act must apply to data used for training AI
models. Further, it should provide people with a
right to object to that use, and enforce
protections on publicly scrapped data and the
information inferred from that data. It should also
strengthen the right to erasure so that the
responsibility falls on the companies to inform
the users of every entity that holds their data. The
DPDP Act should also clarify whether AI training
is included under research exemption by default;
and create a sensitive data category with stricter
provisions of use and processing. There are
de�nite trade-o�s between development
objectives and privacy safeguards and the extent
of the adoption can follow that prioritisation. 

Having said that, these are not non-urgent
concerns. They are backed by documentation
and acknowledgement from companies and the
government. There have been numerous
discussions on India being an exporter of its data
for AI training. The solution is not to prevent the
export or to ban personal information from AI
training, which can worsen AI outcomes on
inclusion, e�ciency, discrimination and bias for
the Indian population. 

India is staged to be the use case hub of the
world — AI is being deployed by corporate giants,
MSMEs, and even not-for-pro�ts across sectors.
The more we delay closing gaps on privacy, the
weaker the constitutional right becomes.

How AI training models could compromise privacy 

Tulika Avni Sinha

Senior Research
Fellow (Data
Governance, Privacy
and AI), World Privacy
Forum
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pro�les

F
or the Israeli Knesset election hyped as
“consequential” and a “day of reckoning
for the October 7 Hamas attack”, the

verdict points to new trends and the
normalisation of trenchant nationalism. The
inconclusive outcome risks disappointing most
stakeholders. Israel, being at the epicentre of the
ongoing regional tumult, needs a real-time
analysis.

Israel’s total electorate is 7.3 million. Yet it has
38 o�cially recognised political parties vying for
120 Knesset seats, of which only 11 parties are
likely to cross the 3.25% voting threshold needed
to enter the legislature. The elections are on a
proportional representation basis. The parties are
currently arrayed in three coalitions: the ruling
extreme right, the centrist bloc and the
Israeli-Arab bloc which got 53, 48 and 19 seats,
respectively. The last group representing a 21%
minority is largely untouchable for mainstream
Jewish parties. The electorate is also split along
ethnic and origin-based lines into occidental,
oriental and orthodox cohorts. Since the last
elections in 2022, nearly half a million new voters
have come of age. The voter turnout jumped by
nearly a tenth to 77.7% — a sign of sharp political
engagement.

The indications point to a hung parliament,
with neither of the two major coalitions able to
gain the 61 seats needed for a majority. While the
Likud-led coalition, headed by current Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, is down by 11
seats, it is still ahead of the rival coalition.
Although the Likud party got only 27 seats, its
lowest score in 13 years, it remains the largest
party in the Knesset. The Yashar, the main
opposition party, got 21. 

A war hungry rule
The election was overshadowed by the
extraordinary turmoil faced by Israel during the
last four years under Mr. Netanyahu, who led one

of the most divisive governments in the country’s
history. His rule saw the shocking raid by the
Gaza-based Hamas militia on October 7, 2023,
which murdered nearly 1,200 Israelis and took
251 as hostages — the biggest single-day loss in
Israel’s history. The incident upended Mr.
Netanyahu’s claim of being a “security hawk”, as
several reports emerged that credible early
warnings were ignored. He responded by waging
all-out war over the past three years against
Hamas, Lebanon’s Hezbollah and Yemen’s
Houthis with mixed results. Though severely
a�ected, these non-state actors are still de�ant. 

However, Iran, the putative mentor of this
“axis of resistance”, remains Prime Minister
Netanyahu’s biggest un�nished agenda. Israel’s
two energetic military campaigns in concert with
the U.S. have not succeeded in dismantling either
the Islamic Republic or its nuclear programme.
Moreover, Iranian retaliatory actions have
in�icted serious costs on Israel, the U.S. and some
Arab neighbours. The adverse global
consequences of these wars and allegations of
genocide in Gaza have sullied Israel’s image.
While most Israelis concur with his assessment of
Iran being an existential threat, many see his
pursuit of kinetic wars as costly failures that have
not achieved their military objectives, but have
instead created friction with the Trump
administration and the U.S. public. Mr.
Netanyahu is perceived as having used the wars
to avoid accountability for the October 7 attack as
well as for corruption charges against him. 

Against this complex backdrop, the polls can
be interpreted in multiple ways. First, better
security, with a focus on preventive
interventions, has emerged as the primary
concern. Second, political discourse has
hardened, with the national consensus shifting
sharply to the right. An overwhelming majority
have voted for the two coalitions, both of which
reject any compromise on the Palestinian

problem, including a “two-state” solution. This
extreme Zionist nationalism complicates the
pursuit of any pathway towards political
rapprochement both at home and regionally.
Third, while voters have reprimanded Mr.
Netanyahu for his �awed conduct, they seem to
be willing to give him another chance. The
guarded and partial endorsement should be seen
as a consequence of a rightward shift in public
opinion. Mr. Netanyahu, who remains steadfast in
his aggressive policies, is likely to use this popular
a�rmation to draw a line under his past
infractions and bury calls for accountability.
Fourth, the unprecedented performance of the
Israeli-Arab bloc gives an edgy counterpoint to
the polarisation of Israeli society. And �nally, in a
reversal to a global trend, Israeli Gen-Z youth
seem to be preferring right-wing candidates. 

A dangerous shift
While right-wing nationalism has always been
present in Israeli society, from the Irgun and
Stern gangs in the 1940s to the assassination of
former Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin in
1995, the current Knesset poll marks its
mainstreaming, which is a worrisome
development.

The procedural follow-up of the election
results would begin this week with the Israeli
President inviting Mr. Netanyahu to form a
majority government within the next 28 days,
extendable by another 14 days. If he fails, the
centrist coalition leader may be asked to make a
similar attempt. In case he also fails, a national
government may be attempted. Once all these
options are exhausted, new elections may be
ordered. In the meantime, Mr. Netanyahu would
continue to be the Prime Minister in a caretaker
capacity. 

This situation is hardly new in Israel: during
2019-22, Israel had four elections before the
current coalition came to power. 

An anti-climactic outcome in the Knesset elections

Mahesh Sachdev

Retired Indian
Ambassador,
specialising in West
Asia and oil issues
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have
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Mr. Netanyahu
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him another
chance

Responsible Opposition
The success of the INDIA
bloc rally in New Delhi,
which sought the removal
of CEC Gyanesh Kumar over
his alleged role in ordering
a flawed Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) exercise
should serve as a wake-up
call for the BJP-led
government at the Centre. It
must listen patiently to the
legitimate grievances of
citizens and address them
with the seriousness they
deserve. While the Congress
and other INDIA bloc
constituents can take
satisfaction in the success of

allies are human rights
violations besides
amounting to the virtual
shredding of the UN
Charter. 
Angara Venkata Girija Kumar
Chennai

shocking as there were
more abstentions and
negative votes than normal,
and even worse were the
scu�les which occurred
between the U.S. and
Cuban delegates. Mercifully
India did not abstain and
stuck to its decade-old
position. The U.S. envoy to
the UN Mike Waltz has
gloated over the increased
number of abstentions this
year which, to say the least,
is anything but dignified.
Su�erings of ordinary
people whether in Gaza, or
Cuba or Iran on account of
wars by the U.S. and its

of pendency of their cases.
The issue needs to be
addressed in a holistic
manner to rule out this
dismal scenario.
Ravi Mathur
Noida

Cuba embargo
For the last three decades,
the UN General Assembly
has been adopting a
resolution urging the U.S. to
lift the economic embargo
on Cuba but to no avail.
Though the resolution was
adopted in the recent UNGA
too, the latest UN
proceedings were truly

visit to Keralam flagged his
anguish and concern over
the growing tendency
among litigants to approach
the top court to seek early
hearing of their cases
(November 2, “Why make
litigants rush to SC for early
hearings, CJI asks HCs”).
What is beyond
comprehension is the fact
that even the top court
often commits a breach of
its own precepts by sitting
on holidays to entertain
petitions of some VIPs in
utter disregard of how badly
this impacts the psyche of
litigants su�ering the plight

the Delhi rally, they cannot
a�ord to lose sight of the
imperative need to remain
united and sustain public
momentum against the
ruling dispensation. The
Opposition has an onerous
responsibility to mobilise
public opinion, safeguard
democratic values and
prevent the country from
sliding towards
authoritarianism.
M. Jeyaram
Tamil Nadu

Need holistic approach
It is gratifying to learn that
the CJI while on an o�icial
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SINGAPORE, Nov. 2.: The Soviet Union might
assemble its cars in Malaysia and was now
seeking to export Moskvich cars to the country,
the Soviet Ambassador in Kuala Lumpur, Mr.
Bendryshev, said last weekend. All plans for
import of cars were ready and only the
Government’s license was required, he added.
“We have got the technical equipment, diesel
engines, aircraft and ships to name a few for
export,” he said.

The Soviet Union was keen on co-operating
with Malaysia to help it to implement its Third
Plan by supplying technical expertise and
equipment. It was willing to help in energy
producing projects, deepening �shing port
construction and irrigation projects, he said.
Trade expansion and economic co-operation
with foreign countries were in line with Russia’s
latest �ve-year plan to produce more goods for
export.

Eleven scholarships were awarded annually to
Malaysian students by Russia, but many of these
were not utilised though nearly 40,000 foreign
students studied in Russia, he said. The Soviet
Union buys large quantities of rubber.

FIFTY YEARS AGO NOVEMBER 3, 1976

Soviet Cars for Malaysia

F R O M T H E A R C H I V E S

CAIRO, Nov. 2.: The newspaper Siasash learns
from a trustworthy source that the contents of
the third chamber of Tutankh-Amen’s tomb
have recently been opened and while they are
not so rich and �ne as those of the other two
chambers they are of great historical
importance, because they represent everything
used for the funeral ceremony. Thirty small
boats of two kinds were found, one sort being
that used for funerals for journeying from Luxor
across the Nile to the tombs and the other sort
intended to transport the body from the earth to
heaven. A very interesting box of small
statuettes has also been found having
Tutankh-Amen’s head but the body of a bird or
animal, giving the Egyptian conception after life
and two chariots have been found
unornamented. They were supposed to have
been used during hunting. These are the �rst of
their kind ever discovered.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO NOVEMBER 3, 1926

Tutankh-Amen’s Tomb:
Contents of the Second
Chamber

W
ild�res scorching Indo-
nesia’s forests and
peatlands have sent

thick, toxic haze across parts of
Southeast Asia, fuelling public an-
ger over the government’s res-
ponse. On October 28, thousands
of Indonesians took to the streets,
with protesters linking the worsen-
ing �re crisis to broader grievances
over President Prabowo Subianto’s
policies and handling of the coun-
try’s problems. “No Clean Air Un-
der Dirty Government,” read one
placard, while another warned: “If
we burn, you burn with us.”

More than 1.9 million hectares
burned across Indonesia between
January and September 2026, ac-
cording to Nusantara Atlas Fire-
Watch data. The annual hotspot
count in 2026 has already sur-
passed the yearly totals recorded
every year from 2019 to 2025, with
two months of the year still re-
maining. (Chart 1)

The �res are a result of the land-
clearing practices and unusually
dry weather in the country. People
set �re to vegetation to clear land
for agriculture and plantations.
The risk is particularly high in
peatlands, wetlands which be-
come highly in�ammable when
dried for any development.

El Niño has compounded the
risk this year. Meteorology, Clima-
tology, and Geophysical Agency
(BMKG) of Indonesia, in a release
in September, said, “The pheno-
menon of El Niño with very strong
intensity and Indian Ocean Dipole
(IOD) in the ocean around Indone-
sia has an impact on reducing rain-
fall.” It said 61.91% of the area of
the Indonesian mainland was cur-
rently experiencing a dry season.

The scale of the �res is also
striking when compared with pre-
vious El Niño years. By September
2026, the cumulative burned area
had reached 38% higher than the
1.39 million hectares recorded by

the same month in 2019 and more
than double the 8,86,172 hectares
recorded in 2023. (Chart 2)

The �res are spread across In-
donesia’s vast archipelago, extend-
ing beyond traditional hotspots in
Sumatra and Kalimantan. Papua
Selatan recorded the highest num-
ber of hotspots in the October 28-
29 period, which coincided with
nationwide protests (Map 1).
Burned-area �gures also show a
sharp escalation between July and
September in several provinces,
with Papua Selatan, Kalimantan
Barat, and Nusa Tenggara Timur
among the worst a�ected by Sep-
tember. (Chart 3)

The Centre for Research on
Energy and Clean Air (CREA) esti-
mated that air pollution-related
deaths rose 42%, from 3,740 in Au-
gust to 5,310 in September, in In-
donesia. 

Of the September deaths, an es-
timated 3,560 were linked to
smoke from forest and land �res,
while 1,750 were attributed to non-
�re sources, including urban and
industrial pollution (Chart 4). The
number of people exposed to un-
healthy or hazardous air reached a
monthly record of 58 million, up
40% from August. CREA also esti-
mated that high PM2.5 exposure
triggered 3,33,470 acute respirato-
ry infection cases across seven �re-
a�ected provinces, with children
under �ve accounting for nearly a
quarter.

The e�ects of the �res extend
beyond areas directly a�ected by
the �ames, worsening respiratory
illnesses and air pollution in neigh-
bouring Malaysia and Singapore.
With private �rms in Indonesia
coming under heavy criticism for
contributing to the �res with their
‘slash and burn’ activities to clear
vast tracts of land, Singapore has
initiated action under its Trans-
boundary Haze Pollution Act. The
foreign ministers of Indonesia and
Singapore, after their meeting on
October 27, said that the two coun-
tries will explore setting up a joint
task force to deal with haze from
Indonesia’s forest �res.

Indonesia’s wild�res scorch 1.9 million hectares 
El Niño has intensi�ed dry conditions, worsening �res and toxic haze; CREA estimates 5,310 pollution deaths in Sept., with 58 mn exposed to unhealthy air

Devyanshi Bihani

DATA POINT

T
amil Nadu’s new
high-level
committee on
welfare and

public spending has an
important task: de�ning
how expenditure is
measured and evaluated,
and to do so in line with
international standards.
This could establish a model
for reform across India. The
reform should reduce
leakage, duplication, and
low-value spending while
creating room for human
capital, infrastructure, and
technologies needed for
future growth.

The State’s June 2026
White Paper shows why this
is urgent. In 2024-25,
committed expenditure
absorbed almost two-thirds
of revenue receipts, against
49% in Maharashtra and
45% in Karnataka and
Gujarat. Interest payments
alone reached almost one
quarter of revenue receipts
in 2025-26, against 16% in
Karnataka, 12% in Gujarat,
and 10% in Maharashtra.
Capital expenditure was
under 1.5% of GSDP, against
1.9% in Karnataka and
Maharashtra and 2.9% in
Gujarat. Thus, Tamil Nadu
has an expenditure
structure more rigid and
less investment-oriented
than its major peers.

The committee needs a
clear picture of what the
government is spending and
where it is recorded.

India lacks comparable
State expenditure data.
De�nitions, classi�cations,
and institutional coverage
vary across States and
between States and the
Union. Tamil Nadu could
lead by reconciling its
accounts with international
standards, such as the IMF’s
Government Finance
Statistics Manual 2014
(GFSM), which distinguishes
investment in non-�nancial

assets, transactions in
�nancial assets, and
incurrence of liabilities. A
supplementary GFSM
reconciliation would greatly
improve inter-State and
international comparability.

The government needs to
establish the full �scal cost
of subsidies. State subsidy
reporting is fragmented and
frequently incomparable,
with implicit subsidies
remaining outside
conventional statements.
For example, it reports
subsidies for bicycles and
seeds as grants-in-aid; in
2023–24, this amounted to
₹802 crore. The White
Paper also reports that
working-capital borrowing
by the State Civil Supplies
Corporation rose sharply
from ₹17,500 crore in
2021-22 to ₹27,181 crore in
2025-26 against rising
subsidy receivables. The
committee should identify
the costs, bene�ciaries, and
outcomes of major subsidies.

Power shows why the
�scal perimeter matters.
Support can take the form
of explicit tari� subsidies,
below-cost pricing, unpaid
obligations, utility losses,
guarantees, borrowing,
capital outlays, and net
lending. Where electricity is
supplied below cost for
social reasons, the subsidy
should be explicit.

Recorded capital
spending across States and
the Centre typically
includes loans, equity
injections, debt repayments,
and other �nancial
transactions, although they
do not necessarily create
non-�nancial assets. Roads,
water systems, schools,
hospitals, and other
productive assets should be
distinguished from loans,
equity, and other �nancial
transactions. GFSM provides
a consistent framework,
especially important when

the State’s investment ratio
is already below those of its
principal economic peers.

The same measurement
problem applies to
employment. Tamil Nadu
budget data put salaries at
about ₹75,500 crore in the
2023-24 revised estimates.
But the wider publicly
�nanced employment bill
extends beyond this.
Notably, RBI’s recorded
municipal-�nance data
identify ₹3,668 crore of
salary, wage, and pension
expenditure for the State’s
covered municipal
corporations, up from
₹2,899 crore in 2019-20.
These �gures illustrate why
the full cost of publicly
�nanced employment is
di�cult to establish.
Spending on contractual
and scheme workers, and
on employees of aided
institutions, local bodies,
autonomous institutions,
and public enterprises, is
not regularly consolidated.
Across States, our estimates
suggest salary expenditure
rises from a reported 2.5%
of GDP to about 4.1% once
important omitted
components are included.

Tamil Nadu could publish
both a GFSM-consistent
compensation measure and
a supplementary measure of
its wider publicly �nanced
employment footprint.

Once expenditure is
correctly measured, the
committee can ask what
each rupee achieves. Major
programmes should be
comprehensively assessed
for bene�ciaries, unit costs,
leakage, duplication and
outcomes. Successful
programmes should be
protected or expanded and
ine�ective ones redesigned
or discontinued. If the
committee succeeds, Tamil
Nadu could o�er other
States a practical approach
to expenditure reform.

T.N. can lead in expenditure reform

Anoop Singh 

is Distinguished
Fellow, Centre for
Social and Economic
Progress (CSEP), and
has been Member,
15th Finance
Commission, and Asia
Pacific Director,
International
Monetary Fund

If the committee
tasked with
de�ning how
expenditure is
measured and
evaluated
succeeds, Tamil
Nadu could
o�er other
States a
practical
approach to
expenditure
reform

T
he smoke that
wafts through our
celebrations
carries a hidden

cost. How can society
preserve the joy of
celebration without
compromising the right to
breathe clean air?

On October 12, the
Supreme Court’s suo motu

hearing on air pollution in
Delhi-NCR brought
�recracker restrictions,
religious sentiments, and
public health into focus.
Citing enforcement
di�culties, the Bench
cautioned against a blanket
ban and emphasised public
awareness and voluntary
restraint to encourage the
use of less-polluting
alternatives.

Senior advocate Aparajita
Singh, the amicus curiae in
the matter, urged the Court
to ask the Commission for
Air Quality Management
(CAQM) to address the
medical risks associated
with air pollution. The
proceedings raise a larger
constitutional question: how
can environmental
protection be reconciled
with religious freedom
without compromising
either public health or
lawful cultural practice?

Article 21 of the
Constitution provides that
no person shall be deprived
of their life or personal
liberty, except according to
the procedure established
by law. As interpreted by the
Supreme Court, the right to
life encompasses the right to
healthy life. Articles 48A
and 51A(g) reinforce this
very principle by placing
environmental protection
within the framework of the
Directive Principles of State
Policy and Fundamental
Duties, respectively. While
Article 48A directs the State
to protect and improve the
environment and safeguard

forests and wildlife, Article
51A(g) makes environmental
protection a fundamental
duty of every citizen.
Further, Article 25
guarantees every person
freedom of conscience and
the right to profess,
practise, and propagate
religion, subject to public
order, morality, and health,
among other constitutional
limitations. Thus, religious
freedom and the freedom to
celebrate cannot be treated
as an automatic licence to
expose others to
unreasonable risks to their
health. The challenge is not
to pit celebration and clean
air in opposing camps, but
to ensure that the
enjoyment of one’s freedom
does not diminish another’s
ability to live in a healthy
environment.

Environmental
protection also demands
collective action by
governments, institutions,
and individuals alike. This
understanding of shared
environmental
responsibility extends
beyond national
constitutions and �nds
expression in international
environmental principles.
For instance, the Stockholm
Declaration of 1972
recognised that human
well-being is intertwined
with environmental quality.
The Rio Declaration of 1992
articulated two principles
that remain pivotal to
environmental
policymaking: the
precautionary principle,
which calls for preventive
action by the State against
serious environmental risks
even when scienti�c
certainty is incomplete, and
the polluter-pays principle
that suggests that the
polluter bears the cost of
pollution. Applied to the
�recracker debate, these
principles bring two core

concerns into focus:
preventing environmental
harm and ensuring that
those responsible for
pollution bear the cost.

The Universal Declaration
of Human Rights (UDHR)
and the International
Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (ICCPR)
recognise religious freedom.
Moreover, across the globe,
countries adopt di�erent
approaches to �recracker
regulation to protect public
safety. For instance,
Singapore has banned
private �recracker use,
permitting only licensed
professional �reworks
displays. Ireland and the
United Kingdom prohibit
the sale of traditional
�recrackers to the general
public. Sweden prohibits
the use of �recrackers
except by trained
individuals holding special
permits. Under Germany’s
explosives regulations,
certain powerful
�recrackers are restricted to
authorised permit holders.

India need not choose
between two extremes: a
blanket ban and
unrestricted use. Regulation
can be designed to prevent
harm while respecting
lawful celebration. This
requires scienti�cally
assessing alternatives such
as certi�ed green crackers,
enforcing emission and
safety standards, and
holding manufacturers and
sellers accountable for
violations. The State must
ensure that restrictions are
proportionate and
e�ectively implemented,
while citizens exercise their
freedoms with due regard
for public health.

After all, a celebration
should leave behind
memories of joy, not a
legacy of polluted air.

vaishali.venkat@thehindu.co.in

Firecrackers: Festivity or fallout?

Sincy Wilson

is Assistant Professor,
School of Law, Vels
University (VISTAS),
and a legal researcher
specialising in
constitutional and
administrative law,
and international
environmental law

Religious
freedom and
freedom to
celebrate cannot
be treated as an
automatic
licence to
expose others to
unreasonable
risks to their
health

Vaishali R. Venkat
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Case property items
that went missing
from Kochi court

124
As many as 124 case

property items, including

a Rado watch, have gone

missing from the property room of a

magistrate court, police said on Monday.

The incident was reported from the

Judicial First Class Magistrate Court-II on

Park Avenue Road in Ernakulam. PTI

NEWS IN NUMBERS

T.N. deploys electricity
dept. personnel to
restore power in A.P.

500
Tamil Nadu

government has

deployed 500

electricity department personnel in 25

teams to assist Andhra Pradesh in restoring

power supply disrupted by Cyclone

Murasu, following a request from Chief

Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu. PTI

Rainfall de�cit
recorded across
Meghalaya in October

85
in per cent. Meghalaya

received just 38.3 mm of

rainfall in October, nearly 85%

below the monthly normal of 255 mm, the

India Meteorological Department said on

Monday. The latest shortfall comes after a

deficient southwest monsoon, during

which the State recorded a 60% deficit. PTI

Worth of contracts
sealed to procure 8
warships for Navy

53,866
in ₹

crore.

The

Defence Ministry on Monday said it has

sealed contracts worth ₹53,866 crore with

two State-run shipbuilders to procure eight

next generation warships for the Indian

Navy to bolster its combat prowess. PTI

Rise in Russia’s LNG
exports recorded 
for January-October

13.4
in per cent. Russia’s

liquefied natural gas

exports rose to 28.0

million metric tonnes in the first 10 months

of 2026, 13.4% higher than last year, due to

supplies from the Arctic LNG 2 project,

LSEG data showed. REUTERS 

COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

The story so far: 

E
lections to 28 Legislative Council
seats were held last week in
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
Maharashtra and Karnataka.

The exchanges among political parties
and their leaders, including the Prime
Minister, following the election results
had piqued public curiosity about
Legislative Councils.

Legislative Councils in British India
The Government of India Act, 1935
introduced bicameral legislatures in six
large provinces of Madras, Bombay,
Bengal, the United Provinces, Bihar and
Assam. The electoral college for these
councils was highly restricted and elitist,
granting voting rights to only a very
wealthy or educated minority.

They were to act as a revising chamber
to review the work of Provincial
Legislative Assemblies. These councils
were not subject to dissolution, and the
term of individual members was nine
years, with one-third of members retiring
every three years. Interestingly, these
Legislative Councils had equal powers
with the Legislative Assemblies with
respect to passage of bills. If there was
any disagreement, or if a bill was kept
pending in the council for 12 months, the
Governor may resolve such deadlock only
by summoning a joint sitting of the
provincial Assembly and Council.

Constituent Assembly debates
The debates around constituting
Legislative Councils in States were highly
contested in the Constituent Assembly.
Some members favoured it on the ground
that it would act as a check and balance
against hasty legislation by popularly
elected Legislative Assemblies. Others

viewed it as an unnecessary burden on
the public exchequer. There were also
objections to leaving out most important
aspects of the constitution of Legislative
Councils to ordinary legislation of
Parliament without clearly specifying
them in the Constitution itself. Finally,
after considerable debate, the provisions
with respect to Legislative Councils were
adopted.

Structure of State councils
Article 168 of the Constitution provides
that the State legislature of Maharashtra,
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana and Karnataka shall have a
Legislative Council.

Article 169 stipulates that Parliament
may by ordinary law provide for the
abolition or creation of a Legislative
Council in a State. However, Parliament
may pass such a law only if the Legislative
Assembly of the State passes a resolution
to that e�ect by a two-thirds majority.

Article 171 provides that the maximum
number of members in a council shall not
exceed one-third of the total membership

of the Legislative Assembly, subject to a
minimum of 40. The members of the
council shall be elected as follows:
one-third by municipality and local body
members; one-twelfth by graduates for at
least three years; one-twelfth by
secondary school teachers for at least
three years; one-third by MLAs of the
State; and the remaining one-sixth to be
nominated. Article 172 provides that the
Legislative Council in a State is not subject
to dissolution, and the term of individual
members is six years, with one-third of
members retiring every two years.

The ministers in a State, including the
Chief Minister, can be from its Legislative
Council, just like ministers in the Centre
can be from the Rajya Sabha. 

However, when it comes to legislative
procedure, the council does not have
signi�cant powers. There is no
requirement for a joint sitting to break
any deadlock between the Assembly and
Council with respect to bills. In case of
disagreement, the bill as passed by the
Assembly is considered �nal, with the
Council only having the option to delay

the passage of a bill for a maximum of
four months.

Issues and way forward
The abolition or creation of Legislative
Councils in the past has been primarily
driven by political considerations. For
instance, the Tamil Nadu Legislative
Council was abolished in 1986 when M. G.
Ramachandran was the Chief Minister.
There was a resolution in the assembly to
re-establish it in 2010 when M.
Karunanidhi was the Chief Minister.
However, before the Parliamentary law
for creation could be noti�ed, the
Assembly in 2011 had passed a resolution
against the revival of the council when J.
Jayalalithaa became Chief Minister.
Similarly, the Andhra Pradesh council was
abolished in 1985 when N. T. Rama Rao
became the Chief Minister, only to be
later created again in 2007.

The second Administrative Reforms
Commission (ARC) in its report on Local
Governance (2007) had proposed that
Parliament may, by law, create a
Legislative Council in all States as ‘Council
of local governments’. It argued that,
given the country's increased literacy
rates, there was no longer a need for a
separate electorate of graduates and
teachers. Instead, all the members of the
council can be elected solely by local
body representatives.

The second ARC’s recommendation
may be deliberated and suitably
implemented. Despite limited legislative
powers of the council, this arrangement
may enable it to function as an e�ective
‘revising house’, protecting and
empowering the interests of local bodies.
Otherwise, they may as well be abolished
in the existing six States, rather than
remaining as a mere ornament in those
State legislatures.
(Rangarajan R is a former IAS o�cer and
author of ‘Courseware on Polity Simpli�ed.’
He currently trains at O�cers IAS
Academy. Views expressed are personal)

What is the role of Legislative Councils?
What is the constitutional basis for Legislative Councils in the States? What were the arguments for and against? How are members elected and nominated?

What powers do Legislative Councils have in relation to Legislative Assemblies? What reforms did the Second Administrative Reforms Commission propose?

BJP leaders celebrate after winning four seats in Karnataka Legislative Council polls, on October 28. PTI

Rangarajan R.

EXPLAINER THE GIST

�

Legislative Councils were
envisaged as revising
chambers to check hasty
legislation by State Assemblies,
but their creation and abolition
have often been driven by
political considerations

�

Though the Constitution
provides for their composition,
tenure, and role, Legislative
Councils have limited
legislative powers and can only
delay the passage of bills

�

The Second Administrative
Reforms Commission
recommended transforming
them into councils of local
governments, with members
elected solely by local body
representatives, to strengthen
local self-government

The story so far: 

B
efore door-to-door
enumeration for the second
phase of the Census begins in
Uttar Pradesh and three other

poll-bound States of Uttarakhand, Goa,
and Punjab on December 1, ahead of the
rest of the country in January 2027, �eld
trainers are preparing enumerators for
the challenging task ahead. The second
phase of the Census, the Population
Enumeration, will ask 40 questions, and
the enumerators need to spend at least
20-25 minutes with each respondent. 

Why is training important?
Door-to-door enumeration for the Census
will involve 34 lakh enumerators, mostly
government school teachers. However, on
October 16, the government expanded the
de�nition of “any person” who could be
appointed as Census enumerators,
authorising the appointment of private
school teachers and members of
“institutions, societies and trusts.”

On September 9, Mritunjay Kumar

Narayan, Registrar General of India and
Census Commissioner, wrote to all States
and Directors of Census Operations that
Census is not merely an administrative
and statistical exercise but is one of the
empirical foundations for building Viksit
Bharat. “Training is therefore not just a
preparatory step; it is in itself a
contribution to the national vision in
producing quality data,” it said.

As this is the �rst digital census,
enumerators will record the data through
an app on their phones.

“To improve interactions with
households, the government introduced a
framework called PRAMAN, comprising
Pehchaan (Identity), Rishta (Rapport),
Anurodh (Request), Madad (Assistance),
Aankada Shuddhata (Data Accuracy), and
Nishtha (Commitment). The framework
will be embedded across all levels of
training and reinforced through a Seva
Bhav pledge administered to enumerators
and supervisors,” the circular said.

What is the training pyramid’s
structure?
Subject matter experts are appointed as

National Trainers, who in turn train
Master Trainers. Master Trainers train
Field Trainers, who then impart training
to enumerators and supervisors, ideally in
batches of 35-50. The September 9 letter
stated that hands-on practice with the
Population Enumeration mobile app is
mandatory for all.

Why are enumerators being asked to
be sensitive?
In the September 9 circular, Mr. Kumar
said that while Phase I training had
established a digitally pro�cient Census
workforce, Population Enumeration
would require o�cials to engage with
respondents on a wider range of sensitive
issues, including religion, language, caste,
disability, migration, economic activity
and fertility.

Training modules will cover caste,
fertility and religion-related questions.
According to the circular, the quality,
completeness and integrity of Census
data will depend directly on the
e�ectiveness of training provided to
Census personnel.

The circular said Population

Enumeration will require enumerators to
ask questions relating to religion, mother
tongue, Scheduled Caste and Scheduled
Tribe status, caste, disability, migration,
fertility and economic activity, among
other subjects. It instructed trainers to
place special emphasis on these
categories and on the correct application
of coding and probing techniques.

What are the peculiar questions
asked?
On August 14, the RG & CCI noti�ed a set
of 40 questions to be asked during the
Population Enumeration phase, or the
second phase of the Census, adding 13
new questions or data �elds that were not
part of the Census 2011 questionnaire.
Some of the additional questions — such
as particulars of mother and father,
including their names, religion and place
of birth; Aadhaar, mobile, voter ID and
driving license details — mirror those
asked in the rehearsal form of the
National Population Register in 2019.

What are �eld trainers telling the
enumerators?
At a training session in Uttar Pradesh, a
�eld trainer explained the importance of
Question number 37, which seeks the
respondent’s Aadhaar number, if
available. The trainer told the
enumerators that if a respondent is
hesitant, they should nudge and convince
them that Aadhaar cannot be used for any
other purpose without biometric
authentication of the user, and that the
information provided during the Census
is con�dential.

“If any respondent raises an issue, they
should be told that the question is
intended only to determine how many
people possess an Aadhaar card. If we get
the accurate information during the
Census, then in the future this document
may act as proof of citizenship,” the
trainer said.

A senior Census o�cial, however, told
The Hindu that “no such instructions”
have been passed to the trainers. “There
is no instruction to link Aadhaar with the
citizenship test. The question is optional;
if a person says that he or she has or does
not have Aadhaar, it will be recorded as
such,” the Census o�cial said.

Another question where the
enumerators were told to be cautious was
question number 10C, which asks for the
caste of the respondent. “You have to
manually write the caste, as you are being
told; there will be no drop-down box with
options. It is a sensitive question, and
your job is not to argue or provide any
commentary on the issue,” the �eld
trainer told the enumerators. “There will
be no separate column for OBCs (Other
Backward Classes),” he added.

Other than Scheduled Caste and
Scheduled Tribes, who can choose the
names from a predetermined drop-down
box, all others will have to type the caste
name in an open column. This is
Independent India’s �rst caste
enumeration. Question number 10 (C)
says: “If not SC/ST in this State/U.T.,-Enter
Caste name.” There are two other options
besides the Caste column — “Does not
want to declare Caste” and “No Caste.”
The data �elds are marked “mandatory”.

How are enumerators being
trained for Census 2027?
What are the new questions? What are enumerators being told to ask about Aadhaar and caste?

Vijaita Singh
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For feedback and suggestions for 
Text & Context, please write to

letters@thehindu.co.in

with the subject ‘Text & Context’

X

QUESTION 1

When was Sputnik 2 launched into space?
X

QUESTION 2

Which country launched Sputnik 2, and
what was its significance in the history of
space exploration?
X

QUESTION 3

Why was Sputnik 2 developed in such a
short period after Sputnik 1?
X

QUESTION 4

Which rocket was used to launch Sputnik
2?
X

QUESTION 5

How were the dogs trained to adapt to the
cramped conditions inside Sputnik 2?

Questions and Answers

to the previous day’s

daily quiz: 1. Why is
National Unity Day
celebrated every year in
India? Ans:

Commemoration of the

birth anniversary of

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel

2. When was Rashtriya Ekta
Diwas introduced by the
government? Ans: 2014 

3. What was the core
objective of the day? Ans:

To rea�irm the nation’s

strength, resilience, and

commitment to unity

4. Name one of the key
events conducted on
National Unity Day? Ans:

Mass public runs

organised by States and

U.T.s

5. When was Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel’s 150th birth
anniversary celebrated? Ans:

2025

6. How many years did Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel serve as the
Home Minister? Ans: 1947-50

7. What is the height of the
Statue of Unity (in metres),
one of the world’s tallest
statues, overlooking Sardar
Sarovar Dam in Gujarat? Ans:

182 metres

Visual: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi inaugurated
this Statue of Unity in which
year? Ans: 2018

Early Birds: K.N.
Viswanathan | Mohan Lal Patel
| Piyali Tuli | Lalchand Bhutani
| Sumana Dutta

THE DAILY QUIZ

From the launch of Sputnik 2 to Laika’s historic journey, test your knowledge of one of
the most signi�cant and poignant episodes of the early Space Race

X

Visual Question:

Laika, a stray mongrel selected for the mission, became the first animal to orbit Earth.
How long after launch did telemetry from her vital-sign sensors cease, and what was
eventually established as the cause of her death? MEMORIAL MUSEUM OF COSMONAUTICS

Please send in your answers to 
dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

Prathmesh Kher

What is the di�erence between
“friend” and “companion”? (S.
Sateesh, Bangalore)
The meaning of the word “friend” has
undergone several changes. I understand
that during Shakespeare’s time the word
was used to refer to one’s mistress!
Nowadays, of course, the word “friend” is
used to refer to someone whom you have
known for some time and with whom you
have a reasonably good relationship. The
individual could be someone in whom
you con�de; a person to whom you tell
your problems. In the case of a friend
there is an emotional bonding, but there
does not have to be physical proximity.
You and your friend need not be together
all the time.

A “companion”, on the other hand, is
an ambiguous term. This individual could
be like a friend in that he/she may be very
close to you. For example, Dr. Watson was
Holmes’ constant companion; he went
wherever the great detective went. They
got along famously and they were good
friends. The word “companion” can also
be used to refer to someone who
accompanies you on a journey. You may
talk to him, share food with him, but once
you get o� the train/bus, you may never
see him again. While the word “friend”
stresses the emotional bonding between
individuals, “companion” stresses the
physical presence of the individual being
referred to.

How do you pronounce “rendezvous”?
(D. Priyanka, Hyderabad)
The “e” in the �rst syllable is pronounced
like the “o” in “pot”, and “lot”, while the
“ez” in the second syllable is like the “i” in
“sit”, and “bit”. The �nal “ous” is like the
“oo” in “fool”, and “pool”. The main
stress is on the �rst syllable. Any idea
what the word means? When you
“rendezvous” with someone, you agree to
meet the individual at a speci�c time and
place. For example,

The young couple will rendezvous at the
park this afternoon at 5:00 o’clock.

The new co�ee house has become a
rendezvous for college students.

What is the meaning of the idiom
“under a cloud”? (N.
Balasubramanian, Sholinghur)
When you say that someone is under a
cloud, what it implies is that people are
suspicious or have a poor opinion of the
individual because they think that he has
done something bad. In our country,
politicians are always under a cloud. Here
is are a few examples.

Rohit left the �rm under a cloud.
The �rm’s reputation is under a cloud

at the moment.

Is it ok to say “My Mrs.”? (Vasu,
Kakinada)
In India it is fairly common for a man to
refer to his wife as his “Mrs.” “My Mrs. is
not feeling well” is a sentence that one
hears very often. Friends often ask, “How
is your Mrs.?” or “How is your family?”.
The word “family” is often used to refer
to the wife as well. Indians use these
expressions in both formal and informal
contexts. A native speaker of English does
use the word “Mrs.” to refer to his wife,
but he does so usually in informal
contexts. He uses the word jocularly; and
never in formal contexts. When talking
about his wife, a native speaker refers to
her as “my wife” or calls her by her name.
Published in The Hindu on June 4, 2002

Know your
English
S. Upendran

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Na Wang, Raksha Padaki, Sara-Jayne
Thursby and Michelle Vaz, ‘Chronic
Cigarette Smoke Exposure Induces Distinct
Stem Cell States Driving Genetic
Driver-speci�c Non-small Cell Lung Cancer
Subtypes’, Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences, Vol. 123, Issue No.
42, October 5, 2026

O
ncologists have long wrestled
with a conundrum. Healthy
human tissue often carries
mutations that can drive

cancer, but the tissue itself does not
develop tumours. Clearly, a genetic spark
alone is not enough. At the same time,
chronic in�ammation from smoking
profoundly damages lung tissue long
before any de�nitive cancer-causing
mutations even take root.

How then does smoking increase the
risk of lung cancer?

Results published in the Proceedings of
the National Academy of Sciences on
October 5 have reported a crucial missing
link.

‘Change the soil’
Using lab-grown lung organoids,
researchers showed that chronic
exposure to cigarette smoke can prime
certain lung stem cells into a
‘precancerous’ state by turning o� their
safety switches and dulling local immune
defences.

This long-term in�ammatory stress
does not instantly form a tumour in the
body. Instead, it prepares cells so that
when common genetic mutations
eventually occur, they can trigger the
onset of a cancer.

If we think of normal lung cells as
“healthy seeds”, the research shows how
long-term smoke exposure gradually
changes the “soil around them”, Sendurai
Mani, a professor of translational
oncology at Brown University and who
was not involved in the study, said.

The �ndings have a signi�cant
implication for India. In a May 2020
analysis of 1,862 patients, a team at AIIMS
New Delhi identi�ed adenocarcinoma and
squamous cell carcinoma as the country’s
most common lung cancers — the exact
two subtypes formed by smoke-primed
cells in the new study.

Understanding how persistent,
low-grade in�ammatory stress sets the
stage for cancer is also critical because a
substantial proportion of India’s lung
cancer cases occur among non-smokers
exposed to severe air pollution and
biomass smoke from traditional cooking
stoves.

Tissue decline
To track how normal lung tissue
deteriorates, the researchers, at the Johns
Hopkins University School of Medicine
and the Van Andel Research Institute in
the U.S., turned to lung organoids —
microscopic, three-dimensional
‘mini-lungs’ grown in the laboratory from
mouse and human lung tissue.

The team treated these organoids with
a liquid extract containing the chemical
components and toxins of cigarette
smoke for up to six months. Then they
compared them to a group of unexposed
organoids.

Within one to three months, certain

cells in the smoke-exposed organoids
grew signi�cantly faster and formed
denser, more crowded clusters than the
controls. This growth came at a cost to
normal cellular function. Stem cells
destined to mature into either the airway
lining or fragile alveolar air sacs expanded
rapidly and adopted an altered, injury-like
identity.

Simultaneously, the numbers of
specialised cells that usually keep airways
clean steadily declined. The lab-grown
tissue became trapped in a disordered,
unhealed state known as metaplasia, akin
to how skin forms a thick callus in
response to repeated friction.

Reprogramming cells
During the six months, the cells did not
spontaneously acquire the traditional
mutations that drive cancer. Instead, the
smoke in�icted its damage through
epigenetic changes — a bit like
reprogramming a computer, explained
Michelle Vaz, an oncologist at Johns
Hopkins and a study co-author. The cell’s
underlying DNA hardware remains largely
intact but the software instructions
dictating how it should behave change.

By scanning how the cells packaged
their DNA, the team discovered that
chronic smoke caused the regulatory
regions of genes crucial to a cell’s survival
to shut down. Chief among these silenced
genes was Zbp1, a master sensor that
detects cellular stress and initiates a
process that forces damaged cells to
self-destruct. As these instructions

change, the cells “lose some of their
normal controls,” Dr. Vaz said.

The smoke-conditioned tissue also
a�ected its environment. When grown
alongside macrophages, the immune
system’s patrol cells, the altered lung cells
coaxed them to switch sides, turning the
cancer-�ghters into accomplices that help
abnormal cells hide.

Genetic spark
To test if these changes could really
prepare the cells for malignancy, the
researchers introduced two of the most
common genetic alterations seen in
human non-small cell lung cancer. They
engineered di�erent batches of the
six-month organoids to carry either a
cancer-driving mutation in the Kras gene
or the loss of the Tp53 tumour suppressor
gene. Then they implanted these
organoids into mice to see if they would
grow into actual tumours.

Smoke exposure alone was not enough
to trigger cancer in the animals.
Introducing either mutation into healthy,
unexposed organoids also failed to
produce tumours. Instead, the tumours
formed exclusively when the mutations
were introduced to organoids that had
already been conditioned to chronic
smoke.

The two mutations also set o� changes
along di�erent pathways: the Kras
mutation acted on stem cells deeper in
the lungs, giving rise to lung
adenocarcinoma, while the loss of Tp53
targeted stem cells in the airway lining

and produced squamous cell carcinoma.

Biological memory
Instead of viewing cancer as an inevitable
consequence of random DNA mutations,
the �ndings suggest chronic smoke is
essentially “preparing the ground for
cancer”, as Dr. Vaz noted, making distinct
pools of stem cells uniquely vulnerable to
certain genetic mutations.

Translating these lab-grown insights
into actual human treatments or
screening tools will not be easy. Human
lung cancer is a very complex,
decades-long process, Nithya Ramnath,
professor of medicine at the University of
Michigan, said. She pointed out that
arti�cially engineering mutations in a lab
dish bypasses the messy reality of how
human bodies naturally acquire
mutations, repair tissues, and conduct
immune surveillance over a lifetime.

And while the study o�ers clues into
one conundrum, Prof. Ramnath
cautioned that a “critical unanswered
question remains”: why only a minority
of individuals exposed to decades of
heavy smoking ultimately develop lung
cancer while some who have never
smoked do. 

Until researchers can unravel that
mystery in real human populations, she
said, the �ndings should be regarded as
“hypothesis generating rather than
actionable”.
(Anirban Mukhopadhyay is a geneticist by
training and science communicator from
New Delhi)

How smoking sets the stage for lung cancer,
glimpsed in new study
Chronic smoke exposure alters lung stem cells and weakens their safety mechanisms and local immune defences, creating a precancerous state;

common KRAS and TP53 mutations triggered tumours only in smoke-conditioned tissue, showing how smoking primes cells for cancer
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‘Nobody in India will tell you it’s 5 o’clock. And certainly, no In-

dian will ever remind you it’s the weekend.’ While Piyush Goy-

al meant well to sell Indian work ethic at a gathering in the Ne-

therlands on Oct 27, the unfortunate fact is that 3 days later, the

pointless deaths of  4 workers in a Delhi shoe factory fire does

sit uneasy with India’s reputation of  having ‘attractive wage

arbitrage’, making it a competitive economic force globally.

Being ‘viksit’ is more than a GDP thing. It’s also how you vi-

ew your workforce, especially blue-collar, and treat it. AI can

be ‘slave-driven’. But one hopes that no one expects to gloat on

citizens — humans — to compete on AI terms despite any ‘Na-

rayana Murthy school of  cheerleading’. Accidents do happen.

But even as the shoe factory fire in Mang-

olpuri Industrial Area is being investiga-

ted, a valid factory licence points to the le-

vel of  inspection that authorities may be

conducting before certifying such insti-

tutions as fit for business — and for work-

ers. This is not about employees working

overtime in a festival market. It’s about

whether corners being cut at the cost of  employee safety to

bump up productivity is par for the course or not.

Being ‘viksit’ is about having certain non-negotiable norms,

regardless of  whether those working are willing to forgo those

norms or not. ‘We are like this’ is not a value system that cuts

the ice. At least not if  India wants to be considered by the dev-

eloped world as a developed economy one day. In factories, this

means safe shop floors; in offices, reasonable working hours.

Enforcing rules and regulations that guarantee occupational

safety and health is central to becoming viksit. One can’t have

one’s 1st-world cake and eat a 3rd-world one too.

You Can’t Eat Your

Viksit Cake and…

Measures such as lowering LTCG tax for domestic and

foreign investors and allowing foreigners to pay the tax

on gains in dollar terms will boost sentiment in the equi-

ty market. Returns have flatlined as foreign investors are

pulling out of  India because of  a concentration of  inter-

est in AI infra, India’s vulnerability to the West Asian

energy shock and rising yields on US treasuries. Macro-

economic and corporate performance do not justify the

magnitude of  the FPI selloff. India’s economy has moder-

ated after a post-Covid recovery, but the investor reaction

is disproportionately influenced by external uncertain-

ties that the country is navigating well. LTCG on equities

was reimposed in 2018 and its current rate was set in 2024.

Investor behaviour must be mapped over the period as a

guide to any review of  the tax.

India is losing its tax competitiveness against other em-

erging markets — Hong Kong, Singa-

pore, Taiwan and Indonesia — that do

not tax LTCG on foreign investment in

equities. Tax relief  to foreign investors

in government bonds introduced ear-

lier this year caused a spike in inflows.

Less structural friction could make In-

dian equities more lucrative, but FPI

behaviour is being driven by more fundamental economic

factors than tax policy. Even after the correction, Indian

equities face strong competition from cheaper emerging

markets. Tax treaties anyway provide FPIs with pathwa-

ys to invest in India that are not influenced by tax changes.

GoI will be influenced by the revenue implications of  a

change to LTCG tax on equities as well as its impact on

providing policy certainty to foreign investors. A middle

ground could involve a structured reduction or a dollar-

denominated tax framework. This will signal market fri-

endliness while upholding fiscal propriety. A robust poli-

cy response would focus on restoring economic momen-

tum and corporate earnings, which are the chief  drivers

of  foreign investment flows. The external factors that are

shaping global capital currently cannot be counteracted

through tax policies of  any one nation.

Lowering LTCG
Isn’t a Magic Bullet
But the measure could help if macros stabilise

Commercial Breaks

With Common Sense
There was a time when ads interrupted TV programmes at

civilised intervals. A murder would be committed, a detec-

tive would raise an eyebrow, and the scene would dissolve,

while viewers would be invited to purchase detergent. The

arrangement, hardly Act 2 Scene 3, respected the elemen-

tary distinction between a sentence and a sales pitch. In-

creasingly, streaming platforms are now dispensing with

such niceties. The dramatic effect is more and more re-

sembling a neurological disorder.

Nobody seriously disputes advertising’s economic impor-

tance. Media and entertainment pretty much live off  some-

one trying to sell somebody something. But perhaps it’s time

to make ads refrain from bursting into the thick of  things to

discuss home loans. The problem isn’t advertising but wit-

less placement. Algorithms apparently sophisticated enou-

gh to predict a viewer’s next purchase remain incapable of

recognising the end of  a sentence. Someone, if  needed, AI,

should distinguish a dramatic pause from an invitation to

advertise face cream. Streaming services should introduce

elementary commercial etiquette: commercials between or-

ganic scenes, at natural narrative breaks, preferably with-

out increasing their frequency. Such restraint will benefit

advertisers too. For, consumers irritated by an interruption

are unlikely to develop tender feelings towards its sponsor.

Let’s not have ads on streaming
shows disrupting the wrong way

JUST IN JEST

seriously consider some
of  these calls, notwith-
standing an agitated inter-
nal political environment.

The problem for countri-
es worst-affected by these
crises is that what to do in
the near future is now more
important than how things
may pan out in the long
run. Because surviving
the geopolitical flux is taking preceden-
ce over shaping it, a template that fits a
rupturing West Asia.

Until the US war on Iran, Islamic sta-
tes of  the region worked on a 3-layered
political logic: Muslim solidarity, anti-
Israel sentiment, and Arab unity. The
war has altered this fundamentally.

One, Muslim solidarity has now be-
en undone by Shia-Sunni polarisation
and conflict. Iran and its proxies — Ho-
uthis, Hezbollah and Hamas — are ta-
king on Sunni Arab countries. Initial-
ly, Iranian military action was meant
to pressure them against supporting
the US. Now, it seeks to punish them for
seeking economic alternatives to Hor-
muz, like Houthi attacks on the new
trans-Saudi pipeline.

If  the weaponisation of  Hormuz
was Iran’s trump card, countries like
the UAE and Bahrain have maintai-

ned their new di-
plomatic rela-
tionship with Is-

rael since 2020.
This has added
to Israel’s profi-
le in the Islamic
world with
other eager sui-
tors like Azer-
baijan, keen to
offset Turkish

pressure through the same levers.
What it means now is that Israel is far
from isolated. In fact, it has equity with
key Muslim nations in West Asia.

This feeds into the third layer of
Arab solidarity. Saudi Arabia-UAE
tension, too, is now in the open. The
Mecca Accord response to the UAE’s
Israel-US play didn’t work out. By all
accounts, Saudi Arabia and the UAE
are now competing for US attention,
lobbying extensively in Washington to
further their interests.

Ironically, they may just all favour a
‘quick victory’ settlement with Iran, op-
tions for which range from another ro-
und of  assault as proposed by Benjamin
Netanyahu, to a slow-moving Qatar-bro-
kered effort for some middle-ground.

In this backdrop, India’s options are
clear. It needs to keep working the line
with Iran, especially given India’s si-
zeable Muslim population. Separate
tracks with both the UAE and Saudi
Arabia are vital for its energy security.
And strategic relationship with Isra-
el, one of  India’s most reliable defence
suppliers, is critical from a politico-
military perspective.

This is a test of  India’s multi-align-
ment strategy, which has another im-
portant fold to it in the form of  its Rus-
sia relationship. Russian supplies are
vital because, currently, they are the

only steady and assured flow
of  crude.

New Delhi has, so far, mana-
ged to ride the political contra-
dictions with these countries
to ensure availability resour-
ces. But the surging economic
costs are weighing hard. Av-
erage price of  the Indian crude
basket has oscillated from clo-
se to $70 in February to the

highs of  ~$114 in March and April,
down to $82 in July, and then back to
~$120 in October. So, while India has di-
plomatically managed to keep lines of
access open, costs are hurting.

The impact is now being felt across
economic sectors, making it increasing-
ly difficult for GoI to sustain the import
bill without currency recalibration. At
the same time, Indian exports to the US
are a bit of  a silver lining, making it im-
perative that New Delhi, while doing its
oil business with Moscow, does its ba-
lancing act with whatever post-mid-
term Washington may look like.

The picture is looking grim. India,
with no real fault of  its own, will have
to deal with another round of  the con-
sequences of  actions by other geopoli-
tical actors. While it has shown resili-
ence so far, its domestic political and
economic constraints are beginning to
weigh in more significantly.

The die is cast for a test of  political
will to take hard economic calls, for po-
licies to consider radical measures,
and, if  need be, recast political messa-
ging around the impending crisis, wit-
hout creating public panic. After all, it’s
going to take all hands on the deck to ri-
de the storm. For, stability today is no
guarantee against volatility tomorrow.

pranabdhal.samanta@timesofindia.com

ALL HANDS ON THE DECK

Pranab Dhal Samanta

Next few months, GoI faces a test of political will to take hard economic callsSTATE OF PLAY

PRITHWIS DATTA

‘Dadu,’ one of  my Gen Z friends
said, her voice cynical, ‘our soci-
ety is divided into three kinds of
people: abusers, abused and onlo-
okers.’ We were discussing chill-
ing reports of  an assault inside a
frat house at an Ivy League univ-
ersity in the US. Her simple, bru-
tal taxonomy struck as profound-
ly true. It is a fact that most men
think of  themselves as possess-
ing some kind of  entitlement. Sig-
mund Freud called this the ‘Id’,
or the unconscious source of  bo-
dily needs, impulses and desires,
especially those related to aggres-
sion and the sexual drive. Shift-
ing gear to ego, one acts accord-
ing to the reality principle.

The reality is that abusers oper-
ate with a huge degree of  impuni-
ty that the organs and instituti-
ons of  society permit them. The
onlookers are passively compli-
cit. Intervening is fraught — so
they are busy recording reels for
social media. But wait, there is a
fourth, and perhaps the most
vital, group — healers. They are
brave police officers who refuse
to be a part of  the flawed system,
the tireless NGO workers who sit
with survivors, and the advocates
who fight for justice.

We are not born healers; we mu-
st choose to be. We must call out
the entitlement in our midst, re-
ject complicity of  the onlooker,
and actively work to restore what
is broken. Let’s be the fourth kind
of  people.

Choose to
Be a Healer
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Diwali Sale: Visit
Your Demat A/c
Diwali is round the corner but
enthusiasm is missing in shops
and malls, on account of  econo-
mic slowdown, job losses, and ris-
ing inflation and interest rates.
What’s affordable right now is
‘stocks’ on the bourses that are
selling at a heavy discount with
many quality scrips even below
their intrinsic book value. This
is a golden opportunity for the
long-term investor to build her
portfolio since experience is testi-
mony to such situations turning
for the better after meltdown. We
have seen markets touching life-
time highs after hitting multi-
year lows within a short span of
time, before and after Covid being
arecent example. History will re-
peat itself, and those taking risk
along with giving time to their in-
vestments will be rewarded. Sin-
ceit’s difficult to time the market
on both its way up and down, it’s
better to deploy money in a stag-
gered way to optimise returns.
S N Kabra

Mumbai

Chat Room

One hot spring evening, just as
the sun was going down, two
men appeared at Patriarch’s
Ponds. One of  them — fortyish,
wearing a grey summer suit
—was short, dark-haired, bald
on top, paunchy, and held his
proper fedora in his hand;
black horn-rimmed glasses
of  supernatural proportions
adorned his well-shaven face.

The other one — a broad-sh-
ouldered, reddish-haired, sh-
aggy young man with a check-
ed cap cocked on the back of
his head — was wearing a cow-
boy shirt, crumpled white trou-
sers, and black sneakers.

The first man was none other
than Mikhail Alexandrovich
Berlioz, editor of  a literary ma-
gazine and chairman of  the
board of  one of  Moscow’s lar-

gest literary associ-
ations, known by its
acronym, MASSO-
LIT, and his young
companion was the
poet Ivan Nikolaye-
vich Ponyryov, who
wrote under the pen
name Bezdomny. Af-

ter reaching the shade of  the
newly budding linden trees,
the writers made a beeline for
the colourfully painted refresh-
ment stand bearing the sign:
BEER AND COLD DRINKS.

And here it is worth noting
the first strange thing about
that terrible May evening. Ab-
solutely no one was to be seen,
not only by the refreshment
stand, but all along the tree-
lined path that ran parallel to
Malaya Bronnaya Street.

Translated from Russian by

Diana Burgin & Katherine

Tiernan O’Connor

The Master
And Margarita

Mikhail Bulgakov

PARANORMAL 
ACTIVITY

Paragraphs From Fiction

Using animal biology to model
human disease has long reached its
scientific and moral limits. World-
wide, progressive regulators are
replacing animal experimentation
with human-relevant methods that
deliver faster, more reliable safety
data. But India is poised to weaken
statutory protections and lower
ethical standards it has, ironically,
demonstrated leadership in.

At the centre of  this regressive shift
is the draft Prevention of  Cruelty to
Animals (Control and Supervision of
Experiments, Breeding and Trading
of  Laboratory Animals) Rules 2026.
Issued by Committee for Control and
Supervision of  Experiments on
Animals (CCSEA) under fisheries,
animal husbandry and dairying
ministry, the proposed text seeks to
replace foundational frameworks
established in 1968 and 1998.

While proponents argue the draft
streamlines approvals for research
institutions and pharma companies,
animal rights groups and NALSAR
University of  Law, Hyderabad, warn
that the proposed rules are bad in
law, regressive for science, fall short
of  ethical guidelines, and are pro-
foundly short-sighted.
� ‘Severe suffering’ made okDra-
ft rules permit experiments involv-
ing ‘severe suffering’. This includes
prolonged social isolation of  dogs and
primates, electric shocks, extreme
movement restriction, lethal chemo-
therapy and fatal toxicity testing.

While Rule 7(2) purports to prohibit
unalleviable severe pain over long
periods, the rules fail to explain how
permitted procedures will be recon-
ciled against that prohibition. Also,
the draft lacks enforceable criteria to
resolve conflicts of  interest, or
independent pre-study review before
such high-severity work begins.
�Decentralisation of  approvals
Under the draft, local institutional
animal ethics committees (IAECs)
gain authority to approve mild and
moderate experiments on larger
animals — dogs, cattle, pigs, etc —
without prior central CCSEA clear-
ance. Severe and non-recovery ex-
periments involving animals beyond
rodents and lagomorphs would still
require central approval following
IAEC recommendations. But post-
hoc reporting is no substitute for
prior independent scrutiny.
�Weak oversightProtections for
wild, community and stray animals
—including species protected under
CITES and Wildlife Protection Act
1972 — are severely compromised. By
introducing conditional exemptions
for free-roaming and feral animals,
the draft rolls back long-standing
bans on experimenting on wild
populations.

Also, IAECs can now permit sour-
cing livestock from open markets or
unregistered suppliers. In a country
already struggling with stray animal
mismanagement and illegal wildlife
trafficking, diluting procurement
oversight not only exposes vulne-
rable animals to systemic abuse, but
also compromises scientific rigour
due to high biological variability.
�What about the parent law?
The draft is inconsistent with the
parent law — Prevention of  Cruelty
to Animals (PCA) Act 1960 — particu-

larly Section 17 regarding CCSEA’s
statutory duties and rulemaking
powers, thereby violating safeguards
already entrenched in Indian law.
�Flouting court guidelinesThe
draft rules violate principles laid
down in Supreme Court’s ‘Animal
Welfare Board of  India v. A Nagaraja
&Ors’ (2014) verdict that read the
‘Five Freedoms’ of  animals and their
right to live with dignity into Section
3(duty of  care) and Section 11 (cruel-
ty offences) of  PCA Act.

While the draft explicitly invokes the
internationally recognised 3Rs —
replacement, reduction, refinement —
it creates a glaring policy paradox. In
principle, replacement obligates
researchers to actively pursue non-
animal methods wherever scientifical-
ly satisfactory alternatives exist, using
live animals only as a last resort.

In practice, though, by decentralising
approvals, softening restrictions, and
broadening exemptions for wild and
stray animals, the proposed framework
makes it cheaper, faster and easier to
experiment on live animals — reducing
the 3Rs to mere declarations of  intent.

Global regulatory bodies have
recognised the imperative to trans-
ition away from outdated models. In
the US, FDA Modernisation Act 2.0
(Dec 2022) removed statutory requi-
rements for animal testing before
human clinical trials, establishing a
clear pathway for human-relevant
alternative methods.

The EU legally mandates strict
application of  the 3Rs wherever
scientifically possible, while Britain
invests heavily in advanced alternati-
ves through National Centre for the
Replacement, Refinement and Reduc-
tion of  Animals in
Research (NC3Rs). OECD
routinely updates its
Mutual Acceptance
of  Data framework to
formally incorporate
validated non-
animal methods into
international chemi-
cal safety guidelines.

The scientific case
for change is compel-
ling. Species differen-
ces limit how reliably
animal studies
predict human
responses. Over 90%
of  drug candidates
that appear safe in
animal trials fail in
human clinical trials.
New approach methodologies
(NAMs) replace imprecise disease-
specific animal models with direct
human biology, bypassing multi-stage
animal trials, and delivering faster,
decisive safety data.

Policy frameworks must actively
incentivise development and in-
tegration of  NAMs — organ-on-a-
chip systems, 3D organoids, validated
models like EpiDerm, etc — by
formalising regulatory acceptance,
establishing standardised validation
protocols and directing funding
toward human-relevant technologies.

India has previously demonstrated
leadership by banning animal
testing for cosmetics and explicitly
recognising non-animal approaches
in the 2023 amendment to New Drugs
and Clinical Trials Rules. True
regulatory reform requires dis-
mantling anthropocentric law-
making in favour of  frameworks that
value non-human life and scientific
accuracy. India must build on its
progress, reject retrograde rules, and
realign its legal policy with modern,
human-relevant research.

kumkum.dasgupta@timesofindia.com

Humane, and
Human Too

KumKum Dasgupta

The past decade has seen a shift in
drug, vaccine and chemical testing,
with regulations and research favou-
ring emerging technologies based on
human biology over animal testing.

But Committee for Control and
Supervision of  Experiments on
Animals’ (CCSEA) draft Prevention
of  Cruelty to Animals (Control and
Supervision of  Experiment, Bree-
ding and Trading of  Laboratory
Animals) Rules 2026, risks dialling
back progress that has been achieved
towards advancing human-relevant,
non-animal approaches in India.

The move towards human-based
testing is driven by the fact that only 1-2
out of  10 drug candidates discovered in
the lab succeed in human clinical
trials. One reason for this ‘valley of
death’ between basic research and
clinical translation is the inability of
animal-based preclinical tests to
reliably predict human responses.

This has spurred countries and
regulators to develop modern,
human-relevant models. These
systems include organoids, which
are few-mm-sized complex cellular
structures that mimic certain
aspects of  human organs; organs-on-
chip, microfluidic chips lined with

human cells; repro-
grammed stem cells;
3D-printed organs; and

advanced computa-
tional models.
Their adoption is
being incentivised
through policies
and funding.

Last year, the US
National Institutes
of  Health (NIH)
announced new
initiatives to priori-
tise human-based
technologies. In
terms of  funding,
the US has laun-
ched a $400 mn
funding program-
me to advance new

approach methodologies (NAMs).
China has launched its own pro-
gramme to do the same. In India,
MoHFW released New Drugs and
Clinical Trials (Amendment) Rules
2023, which allow the use of  human
biology-based test methods to test
the safety and efficacy of  new drugs.

Both Indian Pharmacopoeia Com-
mission and BIS have set up working
groups for human-based non-animal
methods to incorporate these met-
hods into national standards. ICMR
and Biotechnology Industry Rese-
arch Assistance Council (Birac) have
funded several NAMs projects across
labs and startups.

But the draft rules risk reversing
the progress India has made. While
the rules state that ‘replacement and
reduction’ are a core purpose, a clear
mandate that NAMs should be
considered first, and that justifica-
tion needs to be provided when they
are not used, is missing.

While its predecessor, Breeding of
and Experiments on Animals (Cont-
rol and Supervision) Rules 1998,
stated that NAMs shall be used
‘wherever possible’, it also did not
define NAMs, say, who decides what

is ‘possible’, or require any proof.
The draft also does not require
national reporting of  how many
animals are used, by species, purpo-
se or severity. What isn’t measured or
reviewed may not be replaced.

The new draft rules, instead, in-
crease the scope of  animal use by
allowing the use of  animals pro-
tected under Wildlife Protection Act,
as well as wild, stray and feral ani-
mals of  domestic species, if  justified.
But the use of  protected species and
wild animals in experimentation
cannot be viewed from the point of
scientific justification alone, as it can
have a widespread impact on ecology
and the environment.

Studies have shown that experiments
can yield different, even contradictory,
results when conducted in the lab and
in field settings due to genetic and
physiological differences. Unknown
genetic and medical backgrounds of
wild and stray species further add to
scientific variability, and one may

require a much larger number of
individual animals to counter this
disadvantage. Also, sourcing animals
from the wild for human contact or use
adds to zoonotic risk.

The draft rules expand the defini-
tion of  an ‘establishment’ to include
places ‘not wholly enclosed or cove-
red’ and mobile facilities. While
emerging technologies demand
specialised laboratory infrastructure
and stringent controls, this broader
definition risks diluting standards for
animal experimentation, increasing
biosecurity risks and undermining
efforts to build scientifically rigorous
research infrastructure.

While much of  the draft closely
follows the EU directive on severity
classification and animal use, it omits
key provisions that promote alterna-
tives: state support for developing and
validating them, a reference laborato-
ry for validation, and a bar on animal
procedures where a recognised
non-animal method exists.

India has considerable strengths in
pharma, biotech, IT, AI, and enginee-
ring and scientific talent, backed by
progressive government policies.
The draft rules can accelerate change
by restoring the ‘NAM-first’ justifica-
tion clause, requiring documented
searches for alternatives in research
protocols, publishing annual statis-
tics on animal use and setting up a
national NAM validation centre.

India cannot lead the post-animal
era of  biomedicine with rules writ-
ten for the last one. The draft rules
should put 3Rs — replacement,
reduction, refinement — at their
heart. While they invoke the 3Rs,
they give insufficient weight to
replacement: substituting animal
experiments with scientifically valid
alternatives. Restore it as a priority,
or India risks surrendering a fronti-
er it is well placed to lead.

Mishra is director, Tata Institute for

Genetics and Society (TIGS), Bengaluru.

Parvatam is senior programme director,

research and toxicology, Humane World

for Animals India

Don’t Turn the
Clock Back

You don’t need to do this

Rakesh Mishra &
Surat Parvatam

ANIMAL TESTING

This time, we are aware of the icebergs

Surviving the

geopolitical flux is

taking precedence over

shaping it, a template

that fits a rupturing

West Asia

I
ndia needs to brace for some
challenging times ahead. It may
not matter much which way to-
day’s US midterms swing, be-
cause Trump will look to enfor-

ce his actions either way. What may
change is the vitality on Capitol Hill to
obstruct, if  not halt, him. But, for In-
dia, that would only mean an even mo-
re fractured Washington to deal with.

On the domestic front, GoI’s space for
political and economic manoeuvrabili-
ty is likely to be constrained by a set of
important upcoming elections, particu-
larly UP, where the stakes are very high.

Hard economic decisions — be it on
adjusting oil prices at the pump, redu-
cing subsidies, implementing ways to
ease pressure on rupee, give tax breaks
to pull back FPIs, or disciplining welfa-
re expenditure — will become politi-
cally tough. But unexpected geopoliti-
cal developments could compel GoI to

Only 1-2 out of 10 drug
candidates discovered in the
lab succeed in human clinical

trials



Insalubrious climate for reform

Next week, leaders of 90 countries will converge in the salubrious “Turkish Riviera” 

town of Antalya for the 31st United Nations Climate Change Conference (called Con-

ference of Parties 31, or COP31). However, the idyllic setting is not expected to yield 

much good news. It is already clear that the 2015 Paris agreement target to hold 

increases in global average temperatures below 1.5 to 2 degrees centigrade above pre-

industrial levels is unlikely to materialise. In November last year, the United Nations 

Environment Programme’s “Emissions Gap” report suggested that global tempera-

tures would breach the lower threshold of 1.5 degrees centigrade within the next 

decade, far faster than climate advocates had hoped, thanks to accelerated fossil-

fuel burning. The report points out that there is more carbon dioxide in the atmos-

phere than at any point in the last two million years. So even if countries lived up to 

their Nationally Determined Contributions — and the report is doubtful on this score 

— the world will warm by 2.3 to 2.5 degrees centigrade by the end of the century. 

Faced with this disastrous scenario, the effort in Antalya is to limit peak warm-

ing to a “low overshoot path” of 1.7-1.8 degrees centigrade before cooling to 1.5 

degrees centigrade in 2100. This will require considerably higher emission-cut-

back pledges than those made in Paris; given that the world has already warmed 

1.44 degrees centigrade above pre-industrial levels, only an unalloyed optimist 

can hope to reach those targets. Beyond unchecked fossil-fuel burning is the sus-

tained reluctance of the developed world, which is responsible for global warming 

in the first place, to underwrite urgently needed mitigation and adaptation pro-

jects in the climate change-impacted poor and developing world. The United 

States’ repudiation of the Paris Agreement set the trend in Donald Trump's first 

term as President and his second stint saw the mass exit of private finance from 

climate-funding initiatives. 

Much has been made of the fact that climate finance has crossed $2 billion 

annually. But this amount lags annual requirements of $7.8 trillion till 2030. The 

bulk of this meagre finance goes into mitigation projects (such as renewable energy 

and emission reduction) that have revenue-earning potential, leaving little for 

adaptation programmes (such as infrastructure to contain sea-level rises) needed 

in scores of island-nations and countries with long coastlines. Climate-finance 

meetings ahead of Antalya did not suggest a fundamental alteration of this funding 

paradigm or amount. 

India has consistently outperformed its Paris Agreement commitments. It 

exceeded its non-fossil-fuel electric-power target nine years ahead of schedule and 

its emission intensity reduction 10 years ahead, and is on track to create an addi-

tional carbon sink. This track record has given New Delhi the confidence to set chal-

lenging targets for Nationally Determined Contribution for 2031 to 2035. These are 

creditable achievements that also go a long way towards reducing India’s fossil-fuel 

dependence. But these developments must be weighed against steady ecological 

destruction, which also plays a role in climate change. Diminishing biodiversity in 

the Western Ghats and other Indian forests for mining and commercial plantations, 

for example, unchecked construction in the Aravallis, the indiscriminate building 

of dams and railways in fragile terrain in Arunachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand, and 

the disastrous pollution of the oceans are all trajectories that will eventually annul 

the achievements of the Paris targets. They, too, need to be addressed with the same 

urgency as emission norms.

Shifts in labour market

Artificial intelligence (AI) is reshaping the nature of work and is raising ques-

tions about the future of employment, particularly in economies with large and 

growing workforces. The traditional pathway of moving workers from agricul-

ture to manufacturing and services is becoming harder to sustain as production 

becomes more capital- and technology-intensive. As a mid-size information-

technology (IT) company told this newspaper, the role of entry-level engineers 

is collapsing because of AI. In this regard, a study in the International Monetary 

Fund’s (IMF’s) latest “Regional Economic Outlook” for Asia and Pacific provides 

an early assessment of the shift. Drawing on 40 million online job postings 

across 19 Asian economies, it finds that employer demand in occupations more 

exposed to AI has fallen by nearly 10 per cent since the launch of ChatGPT in 

November 2022. While this decline has stabilised despite rapid improvement in 

AI capabilities, the report cautions against interpreting this as evidence that dis-

placement risks have receded. The effects of reduced hiring are likely to unfold 

only over time.  

There are, however, emerging opportunities. Demand is increasing for 

workers with skills in prompt engineering, retrieval-augmented generation, and 

AI agent development. However, only about 6 per cent of firms in Asia seek 

explicit AI skills in their job postings. The study finds that hiring demand is grow-

ing faster at firms adopting AI, including for occupations highly exposed to the 

technology. This suggests that AI can complement workers by raising their pro-

ductivity, even as it substitutes for certain tasks. The challenge is ensuring that 

the new opportunities are suiciently broad to offset the reduction in conven-

tional hiring. The implications differ across economies. Ageing countries such as 

Japan and South Korea could use AI to mitigate shrinking workforces. For India, 

Indonesia and the Philippines, which have expanding working-age populations, 

the challenge involves creating enough productive employment to harness their 

demographic dividends. These economies are now partly shielded because large 

numbers of workers remain in agriculture, a sector less exposed to AI. However, 

development requires a shift towards higher-productivity manufacturing and 

services, precisely where AI could make job creation more diicult. 

Notably, high unemployment among the youth, skill mismatches among 

graduates, and widespread underemployment already constrain employment 

prospects across emerging Asia. The IMF’s analysis of 65 million career histories 

finds that only about 5 per cent of workers move across occupations annually. 

This underlines why reskilling cannot be treated as an automatic solution to 

technological displacement. Workers need accessible training, institutional sup-

port, and opportunities to transition into occupations where demand is growing. 

India must, therefore, rethink its approach to employment generation and work-

force preparedness. Education systems need to move beyond conventional 

qualifications towards adaptable, technology-oriented skills. Equally important 

is the direction of technological adoption. If AI-driven gains accrue dispropor-

tionately to a handful of firms, taxation and welfare policies may have to be 

revisited. For countries such as India, ensuring access to frontier AI technologies 

while building domestic capabilities in infrastructure, data and expertise will be 

equally important.

India must prepare for greater AI adoption

COP31 is up against all-round failures

India’s energy demand is growing at about the same 
rate as its gross domestic product or GDP. If the 
economy becomes five to six times its current size 
in another 20 years, so will the energy demand. 
Moreover, electricity will power the bulk of econ-
omic activity in the country. As a result, massive 
power-generation capacity will need to come up in 
the very near future. 

It is also true that renewable energy, specifically 
wind and solar, is a very cheap source of power.  
They will also become cheaper over time. However, 
they supply electricity intermittently, 
while power demand is volatile. This is 
a key problem for utilities or electricity 
distribution companies.   

To match intermittent supply with 
volatile demand requires some form of 
electricity storage that can be drawn at 
will. The scales would be massive and 
the storage needs will be large as well. 

Fortunately, many technological 
alternatives exist that can help meet 
such demand-supply gaps. But water, 
compressed air, and brine-based 
energy storage solutions are diicult to scale-up.  
And, the most used alternative, the lithium-ion bat-
tery, is controlled by China and will continue to be 
for the next five to 10 years.   

Each energy storage system has a different set of 
advantages. While their use is increasing, they are not 
currently used at scale. If they could be produced at 
scale, their costs would be significantly lower. More-
over, typically larger setups are better able to attract 
resources for research and innovation. 

And, therefore, India has a great opportunity 
and challenge for industrial policy on utility-scale 
power storage. India could do either of three 
things. The first is to be agnostic to the technology 

and support any type of battery-based storage.  
Roughly, this is what India does currently. The 
second is to reverse industrial policy, and actively 
dissuade lithium-ion batteries, letting the industry 
decide on other alternatives. And the third is to 
choose a specific type of battery and direct invest-
ments towards it.  

While technological agnosticism is generally a 
superior policy solution, focusing on lithium-ion 
batteries will mean dependence on China for the 
next decade or so, if not more. India thus needs a 

policy that seeks to catalyse a new bat-
tery industry. 

A successful industrial policy for 
grid-scale storage would, therefore, 
have three elements. One, it would 
specify what it is trying to prevent; in 
this case, it would be lithium-ion. Two, 
it would seek to promote other techno-
logies. In this, it may specify sodium-
ion batteries or be agnostic. And three, 
it would ensure that an enabling eco-
system is created for new technologies 
— both financial and regulatory con-

straints, if any, need to be addressed.  
The first step in any policy change is to identify 

the objective. India’s grid storage mission must 
adopt an approach that is not just China-resilient 
but one aimed at harnessing global opportunity. A 
large market in battery-based storage is opening up 
not only in India but globally. Just as India is elec-
trifying at a fast pace, so are most other economies, 
and all have the same needs currently mostly being 
met by China. Therefore, India needs to think of an 
alternative that could help it access the global 
energy-storage market. This market is not just 
about batteries for achieving energy transition, but 
also to power the large data centres that need 

seamless electricity supply.    
The second step would be to promote demand 

for non-lithium grid-storage batteries. And it is 
here that policymakers will need to better under-
stand industry compulsions. No other battery has 
been around for a long time, and therefore many 
parameters, degradation rates, lifespans, ei-
ciency levels are not as well understood for new 
technologies as they are for lithium-ion batteries.  
Left to itself, the market will tend to prefer the well-
known technology to new unknown ones.  Recall 
that the government tried to catalyse India’s 
renewable energy transition by mandating dis-
coms to purchase renewable energy. A similar 
mandate, of say a minimum of a quarter of total 
energy storage using non-lithium storage, would 
help create early demand for other forms of bat-
teries. This would need to be expanded over time. 

Third, the world, including India, has underin-
vested in the development of sodium-ion batteries, 
one of the most likely alternatives to lithium-ion.  
These batteries have several advantages: Key 
inputs are mostly available in India, are low-cost 
when produced at scale, they are environmentally 
less harmful, and less susceptible to overheating, 
among others. Currently, they are marginally less 
eicient and costlier than lithium-ion batteries, 
but scale should help cover some of the ever-nar-
rowing gap between sodium-ion and lithium  
batteries. India has some ongoing initiatives and 
pilots, but more is required. A great opportunity 
lies ahead if India can crack the sodium-ion  
battery ecosystem.    

Fourth, the current production-linked incentive 
(PLI) scheme for battery storage aims to incentivise 
domestic and global companies to set up giga-scale 
Advanced Chemistry Cell (ACC) manufacturing and 
battery storage facilities in India. As mentioned 
before, it is technology-agnostic. A variant of the 
same scheme that focuses on non-lithium grid-scale 
storage needs to be created that rewards domestic 
alternatives on the basis of domestic value addition 
rather than being output-based. As soon as domestic 
value added enters the PLI equation, lithium 
becomes less attractive an option. 

Fifth, an ecosystem approach is critical for kick-
starting a whole new industry. Financial institutions 
such as the Small Industries Development Bank of 
India  and the Indian Renewable Energy Develop-
ment Agency Ltd can provide greater support or 
better terms to utility-scale storage that has a high 
level of domestic value addition. 

Greater research & development allocations, 
especially in upstream technologies, such as anode 
and cathodes, would help. Startups in this space 
can be funded out of various government schemes.  
These could be further enabled by capex grants for 
both incumbents and new entrants. At the same 
time, a relook at the regulations would help. Many 
hazmat rules that apply to storage and transport of 
batteries, among others, currently appear to be 
designed for lithium-ion batteries, which would 
need to be corrected. 

The larger point being made is that batteries lie at 
the heart of the future economy, and it would be a 
good idea to take the driver’s seat on this opportunity.  
vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv 
The writer heads the Centre for Social and Economic 
Progress. The views are personal

COP31 and the world’s 35x35 plan 
The next United Nations-mandated climate confer-
ence, to be held this month in Antalya, will begin on an 
anxious note. 

The latest Emissions Gap Report 2026 of the 
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) 
confirms that global emissions have reached a record 
high of 58 gigatonnes in 2025 and are still rising. Even 
if all new Nationally Determined Contributions 
(NDCs) promised by countries are fully 
implemented, global emissions will fall 
by a mere 5-8 per cent by 2030, compared 
with the 2025 level. For a pathway con-
sistent with the 1.5-degree climate goal, 
global emissions need to fall by over 43 
per cent compared with 2019 levels and 
18 per cent compared with 2025 levels. 
The scenario is, therefore, grim. 

Given that NDCs were revised only 
last year and no further negotiations on 
the new set of NDCs are on the cards until 
the next global stocktake in 2028, can the 
Conference of the Parties (COP31) do anything to buck 
this trend? More specifically, will India be adversely 
affected by any action that it may consider? 

One such idea that is doing the rounds in anticipa-
tion of COP31 is raising the share of electricity in global 
energy consumption to 35 per cent by 2035.  

The goal looks attractive and benign because elec-
trification powered by renewables can help reduce 
emissions significantly. The current global electrifica-
tion level reported by the International Energy Agency 
(IEA) is 23 per cent. Moreover, the share of renewable 
energy, excluding nuclear, in the global electricity gen-
eration mix is nearly 34 per cent, and, in terms of 
capacity, still higher at 49.5 per cent. So, the goal 
appears to be within reach. 

However, there is more to it than meets the eye. 

Both electrification and renewable energy capacity 
additions vary widely at global and national levels. In 
India, for example, electricity’s share of final energy 
consumption is around 23 per cent. Similarly, the 
share of renewable energy in the electricity gener-
ation mix is around 26 per cent, including large 
hydro, though its share in terms of overall capacity 
has risen to over 50 per cent.  

As admitted by the International 
Renewable Energy Agency, the share of 
renewable energy in the electricity gener-
ation mix consistently lags the share of 
renewable energy in capacity because of 
lower capacity factors of solar and wind. 
Rapidly increasing energy demand 
relative to supply further widens this gap 
in countries like India. Even in develop-
ing economies where the variable cost of 
solar and wind energy has fallen below 
that of coal-fired electricity, coal con-
tinues to meet over 70 per cent of the final 

energy consumption because of this reason. 
Given this reality, how should India look at the 

35x35 electricity goal? A suitable response may depend 
on four factors. 

One, electricity’s share of final energy consump-
tion is contingent upon how energy demand is met 
in the future. Demand for energy originates not only 
in the power sector, where renewable energy is domi-
nant, but also in industry and the transport sector, 
where fossil fuels rule the roost. Electricity growth in 
these sectors will depend on how quickly and to what 
extent alternative technologies and fuels, such as 
green hydrogen, biofuels and electric batteries, can 
be introduced. 

Two, India’s economic growth requires an 
increase in energy consumption, 72 per cent of 

which is currently met by fossil fuels. Under the 
existing policy scenario, electricity’s share in India’s 
energy consumption may rise to about 24 per cent by 
2035, but a further rise may not be linear until India’s 
emissions peak. This would depend on the 
dynamics of Viksit Bharat and cannot be predicted 
with certainty at this stage. 

Three, even in the power sector, where renewable 
energy is rising in the generation mix, further growth 
is dependent on critical investments in transmission 
and energy storage. Investments in renewable energy 
have no doubt accelerated since 2023, when about 120 
countries pledged to triple renewable energy capacity. 
But global capacity is still half of the projected goal of 
11,000 Gw by 2030, mainly because transmission and 
storage have not kept pace. 

Four, neither electrification nor renewable energy 
can expand in the energy system in the absence of 
dedicated and planned public and private invest-
ments in renewable energy infrastructure. Current 
attention is focused on capacity creation and not on 
the development of energy storage infrastructure or 
alternative fuels at scale. Global green finance, being 
risk-averse and aligned with fossil fuel phase-out pol-
icies, is not a reliable partner for planned investments 
of this nature. 

As India is largely dependent on domestic 
resources to finance the transformation of critical 
energy infrastructure, it must decide on the pace of its 
transformation in a manner consistent with the goals 
of Viksit Bharat and net zero. Raising the share of 
renewable energy in the electricity generation mix 
could be a more pragmatic near-term goal than raising 
electrification’s share in energy consumption. 
vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv 
The writer is distinguished fellow at Teri and a 
former climate negotiator  

Building a brand is part rational selling, 
part emotional selling, and part great 
storytelling. Most successful brands 
have interesting back stories and use 
them well. There is the famous story of 
Jamsetji Tata being denied entrance to 
the whites-only Watson’s Hotel; he went 
and built a hotel that outlasted Watson’s 
— the iconic Taj Mahal Palace Hotel at 
Colaba. Karsanbhai Patel, a chemist 
working in Ahmedabad, was encour-
aged to create an economical washing 

powder after seeing his family trying to 
economise on the use of expensive 
detergent; that led to the creation of 
Nirma. Then there is the story about 
milk producers getting under a co-oper-
ative union to take on a British brand — 
and Amul was born. I was reminded of 
all these stories as I went through Brief 
Case: How Brands Create Desire, Trust & 
Culture by Sanjay Arora. 

First, a bit about the author. He is 
not a big-city branding guru. He lives 
in Nagpur and runs an ad agency 
(Shells Advertising) that is today the 
leading ad agency of central India. He 
also has an enviable following on 
Instagram. He has over a million fol-
lowers and his reels have been viewed 
by an amazing 25 million-plus times. I 
am sure readers of this newspaper 
have received forwards of his highly 
engaging reels. He posts one reel every 

day and each is based on a trivia, 
about brands, consumers,  
culture, books and so on. 

It was, therefore, with great excite-
ment that I picked up Brief Case and I 
was not disappointed. He has pres-
ented short stories about 40 brands. 
Some of the stories would be familiar 
to most marketing professionals: 
Dove, Chik, FedEx, Heinz, Patagonia, 
Spotify, to name a few. But there were 
quite a few brand stories that were 
new to this reviewer. 

Let me start with one, simply 
because it is about the city in which I 
grew up — Madras or Chennai as it is 
known now. How many of you have 
heard of the brand or the cloth called 
“Bleeding Madras”? It is a particular 
type of cloth made with vegetable dyes 
that “bleeds” as you wash it. When 
Brooks Brothers launched it, the prod-

uct tanked and the company 
was sued. But the manufac-
turers had faith in the prod-
uct and figured out how to 
turn the so-called weakness 
into a strength. The cam-
paign that followed made a 
virtue out of the weakness: 
“Guaranteed to Bleed” said 
the headline of the ad. The 
product took off. I remember 
hearing the term “Bleeding 
Madras” during my school 
days and the story was nos-
talgic for me. 

Or the story behind the 
creation of the brand Fanta, again a 
childhood favourite of mine. I did not 
know that Fanta was created by The 
Coca-Cola Company in Germany during 
World War II. Why? Simply because they 
could not import Coke essence due to 

war time restrictions. The 
local company concocted a 
cloudy drink made with left 
over fruit and starch called 
“Fantasticque”.  After the war 
the brand languished till yet 
another European country 
was looking for an interesting 
brand name to launch a real 
orange drink. Fanta was 
reborn. Unlike Coke, which is 
made the same way across the 
world, Fanta takes on a local 
avatar and is sold in a multi-
tude of flavours. 

Wagh Bakri tea is one of the 
largest-selling tea brands in 
western India. Did you know 
that its brand name was 
inspired by Mahatma 

Gandhi’s teachings of peaceful collab-
oration or co-existence — tea so good 
that a “Wagh” (tiger) and a “Bakri” (goat) 
can enjoy it together! 

Afghan Snow used to be a very popu-
lar cosmetic brand in the 1960s. I did not 

know that its name was suggested by 
the King of Afghanistan (King Amanul-
lah). He took a look at the unnamed 
white cream that was offered by Ebra-
him Patanwala, said that it reminded 
him of the pure snow of his homeland. 
Afghan Snow was born (circa 1919). 

Of the 40 brands presented, half of 
them are global brands and half are 
brands born or created in India. There 
are many old brands such as ParleG 
and Kurkure and some new ones  
such as Dolo 650. 

Given the compact nature of the 
brand stories presented so well in the 
book, the purpose of the book is not to 
be a go-to-book on brand marketing but 
to be a trigger for aspiring brand man-
agers and brand creators. In that regard 
this is a good addition to the growing 
library of books on Indian brands. 
vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv  
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Short stories about successful brands
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ORSON WELLES

Popularity should be no scale for the election of politicians. 
If it would depend on popularity, Donald Duck and 

The Muppets would take seats in Senate

A thought for today

L
ast month, Trump promised he wouldn’t hit Iran “at any time
prior to midterm elections,” and he’s kept his word, but what
will he do after polls end? Nobody knows. Prediction markets

are the closest thing to a crystal ball these days, and last evening
Polymarket showed 94% chances of  the ceasefire holding into
Wednesday, but by Sunday that confidence dips to 76%. Is Trump
really going to take a swing at Iran? Nothing really stops him once
the votes are cast. Don’t forget he’s got three aircraft carriers in
Arabian Sea, and is nursing a bruised ego.

That could make things ugly for everyone. Iran won’t take a 
strike lying down. Mojtaba Khamenei’s response will be “without
geographical limitations”. So, we’ll expect a rerun of  attacks on 
oil and gas infra across West Asia. Analysts see oil exceeding $140 a
barrel in the worst-case scenario, and staying there because winter
is starting, Europe and America need oil to heat homes, and their

stockpiles have been depleted. For India,
oil at that rate would mean higher 
inflation, rate hikes, slimmer forex
buffer, weaker rupee, and yet another
bear run in the stock markets. It’ll be
harder to keep up 7% growth.

But this isn’t inevitable. Monday
morning, oil futures actually slipped on
talks between Iran and Qatari officials,
who are mediating to end the war. Also,
at his Halloween party, Trump didn’t 
rule out peace when reporters asked

him about Iran war. He said negotiations “are going fine”. Then 
there’s the prospect of  a Democratic majority in both chambers 
of  US Congress, which, while it can’t stop Trump from waging 
war, can certainly limit funds available for it. Per Polymarket, 
Democrats will almost certainly control the House, and there’s 
a 73% chance of  their getting a Senate majority as well.

Trump doesn’t care for voters’ suffering, but he’s thin-skinned
about his image, and brags about how well the US economy has 
fared under him. Democrats have blamed inflation on Iran war,
and question is, does Trump want to be held responsible for costly
heating oil this winter? US stocks have done well, thanks to AI, 
but higher energy prices could finally pull the rug from under
them. High inflation and rate hikes after Russia’s invasion of  
Ukraine in 2022 had broken crypto’s bull run. Iran war can do it
to AI, and trigger a US slowdown to boot. Trump might not want
it on his CV. Let’s just hope he doesn’t.

Back To Front?
Betting mkts reckon Trump will resume war against

Iran after midterms. He has good reasons not to

Kamala had sent me to buy some curry leaves, as she began 
seasoning the sambar, forgetting that it’s the season of  protests.
Some neighbours had gathered near the park, emanating an
angry buzz. I joined out of  curiosity – and a misplaced sense of
community. “We are protesting!” Senior Shanthamma informed
me passionately. She has the unique distinction of  having 

voted in every election since Independence. In the last local election, her photo had
been featured on the city newspaper’s front page. I assumed she was protesting
because SIR had removed her name from the voter list. I was wrong. She informed
me firmly that no sir could remove this madam.

By now I was distracted by voices raised on the other side of  the crowd. 
Protest Prabhakara was arguing vehemently. Had Boomer Uncles with FOMO
decided to participate in their first protest after the Partition? I moved closer,
hoping to find the actual cause of  the agitation. It turned out to be the price

of  milk. Apparently, steep hikes in the price of  common household
essentials are making domestic budgets untenable.

At the epicentre of  another disturbance, Angry Arnab was raising
a cyclonic storm. He and the nation were demanding to know why
Tiger had been shot. He was upset that this young cub could be in

danger, while we were importing cheetahs from other countries. Dimagi Damodar
desperately tried to explain the difference between a nepo kid and a national
animal, but as usual, Arnab was not listening to anyone else. Meanwhile, Frivolous
Fatima asked the men a hundred times, to focus on things that really mattered.
Like the National Crush and her Koffee With Karan and Arjun Reddy. Or, scouting
for true love on Bigg Boss and finding sibling rivalry instead.

Keralam Kunjunni was seething too, over several important issues. He held
a banner about those who ought to be in jail because Jailer 2 has a Malayalam
song, without one word from God’s Own Country. He also had a beef  with a travel
blogger who had dissed both the menu and the artwork in Kochi’s iconic Kashi
café. Another legendary Bengaluru restaurant had customers protesting, 
because a cockroach had been found defending democracy in a dosa. ‘No place
to protest’ was the excuse offered by the delinquent insect. “What took you 
so long?” Kamala asked with irritation as I finally handed over the groceries.
The lady doth protest too much, methinks!

In Protest Season

Anil Abraham

Ferrying curry leaves takes longer than usual

In these US midterm elections, candidates
are campaigning not around ideology
or issue positions, but fervent opposition
or kowtowing obeisance to Trump. These
approaches might have helped them
win primary elections, but they’re 
making it hard to appeal to mainstream
voters, and neither one is very useful
in the actual work of  

governance, or well suited to the fast-
approaching post-Trump era.

There has never been this big of  a 
gap between the rank-and-file members of
Democratic Party and candidates seeking
their votes. Earlier this year, Democratic-
leaning districts and states around the 
country saw candidates coming out of  the
woodwork to run in hotly contested 
primaries, hoping to take advantage of  what
was expected to be a blue wave in Nov.

While traditional party power brokers
and organised interests tried to push 
moderate candidates, voters had different
ideas. Turnout in US primary elections is
generally much, much lower than in general
elections, and the relatively small number
of  voters who show up in these elections
tend to come from the fringes of  the party.
As a result, candidates who won in many of
these primaries weren’t those thought to
be most electable, or most appealing to voters
in the broader electorate, but those who best channelled
the anger of  progressives towards Trump.

In Senate, this has led to candidates like Abdul 
El-Sayed in Michigan, or Angie Nixon in Florida, who
appealed to Democratic primary voters but have
struggled in the general.

This has put Democratic leadership and more
moderate candidates in a tough spot: they don’t want to
criticise their colleagues, but they also don’t want to be
associated with their progressive or socialist views. It’s
also led to real concerns about the ability of  Democrats
to control the House or Senate if  they were to win 
majorities in one or both, as seems likely. A Democratic
Speaker of  the House is likely to face the same problems
that have faced the current Republican Speaker, Mike
Johnson: unable to wrangle fringes of  his party, he’s 
basically given up on trying to pass bills.

Republicans are facing the opposite problem. Ten
years into the Trump era, anti-Trump Republicans 
who had been holding on, hoping to take the party 
back from its populist foray, have largely given up.
Republican Party is, now, very much the Party of
Trump, and with Trump’s approval at record low
levels – he’s less popular than Nixon was just before
his resignation – moderate voters have been fleeing 
the party, identifying instead as independents, or just
opting out of  politics altogether.

But that means that the most active members of  
Republican Party, the ones picking candidates in 
primaries, are the most fervent Trump supporters, and
they’ve been nominating candidates who share their
adoration. In Texas, Republicans kicked out popular 
incumbent Senator John Cornyn, replacing him with
the Trump-endorsed former Attorney General of  the
State, Ken Paxton. Cornyn was a solid Republican, 
and voted with Trump on every major issue, but 
Trump objected to him on the grounds that he hadn’t
endorsed Trump quickly enough in 2024.

Were Cornyn on the ballot in Texas, he’d be 
well ahead of  Democrat James Talarico. But the 
nomination of  the scandal-scarred Paxton, who was
once impeached by his own party for corruption, 
means that the race turned from a safe Republican
win to a toss-up.

A similar dynamic is facing Republicans in ruby red
South Carolina, where Trump’s choice for the Senate
nominee, Darline Graham, has no qualifications other
than being the sister of  the late Senator Lindsey Graham,
and her utter devotion to Trump. That choice means
that the South Carolina race, which in most years 
would be a blowout victory for Republicans, is in danger
of  going to the Democratic nominee, a pediatrician
focused on healthcare issues.

But even aside from electoral challenges these
candidates represent for both sides,
they present bigger problems for
governance. The constitutional
system is designed to force some
degree of  conflict between the
branches, as they fight to retain
their power, and some degree of
cooperation, as they have to work
together to pass laws and shape 
policy. It simply doesn’t function
when one party refuses to check
the powers of  the president, and
the other refuses on principle to
work with him at all.

We’ve seen both extremes in the
past few years, with Republicans in
Congress refusing to work with Oba-
ma or Biden on anything, then letting
Trump trample on the traditional
separation of  powers, and neither
makes for effective governance.

But parties run by extremists
are also parties that alienate voters.

Support for democracy in US is at record lows: in a recent
Gallup poll, only about 30% of  voters are happy with
how democracy is going, and perhaps for good reason.
Major issues like immigration, social security, and 
healthcare are in need of  difficult, creative solutions, and
require serious, thoughtful legislators who can forge
compromises. Voters are right to expect that their 
representatives will address issues facing the country.
But legislators – of  either party – who have built their
politics around Trump, aren’t in a position to do that.

While there are doomsayers devoted to the idea
that Trump will be the end of  democracy in US, it’s so
far struggled along, battered as it may be, through the
better part of  two terms with him in charge. The bigger
danger now isn’t Trump himself, but candidates who
can’t see past him.

The writer teaches at Fairleigh Dickinson University, US

Dan Cassino

Midterms, Not Middle Path
Even if Democrats win both Houses, many of their likely winners will be fringe left. That’ll be true, on the

right, for Republicans. So, Congress will likely be dysfunctional, with moderates unable to control extremists

Professor of
Govt & Politics

LEFT AND RIGHT, BUT NO CENTRE: (L) Abdul El-Sayed, Michigan Democratic Senate
candidate; (R) Ken Paxton, Texas Republican Senate candidate

I
taly is overjoyed. After 73 years, one of  their own has become 
a Formula 1 World Champion. It’s a bit complicated, because 
Kimi Antonelli is a Mercedes man, in a country where F1 equals

religion, but also Ferrari. But even the Ferraristas have packed 
the streets with celebration. The second most notable thing about
Antonelli is that he is just 20 years old, beating the last youngest F1
World Champion, Sebastian Vettel, by 3 years. Over at the Ascot,
another 20-year-old, Billy Loughnane, has become the youngest 
rider to be crowned Britain’s champion jockey, in over a century.
And our own Vaibhav Sooryavanshi, is the youngest player to score a

fifty in men’s international cricket, at age 15.
Sports have traditionally run on age segregation

between juniors and seniors. Of  course, different
sports demand different things, and the sporting
prime depends on what one is playing. But generally,
youngsters were expected to wait their turn, while
older players were expected to retire gracefully.
Those boundaries are increasingly porous. At the

opposite end of  the Antonelli-Loughnane-Sooryavanshi spectrum
are Virat Kohli at 37 and Djokovic at 39. Nutrition, recovery, 
biomechanics, fitness monitoring, sports psychology, data analytics,
and specialised coaching, are transforming what athletes can 
do with their bodies. And, as a result, the generational queue is 
collapsing. Excellence has increasingly individual timelines. You
are less and less a cohort, and more and more you.

If  age is becoming a less powerful organising principle, this is
not in sports alone. The implicit social contract where everyone 
has to wait their turn – you learn from your elders, pay your dues, 
accumulate experience, and eventually get your opportunity – is 
weakening across society. It’s not just that a 15-year-old can become 
a global sporting sensation, but also that a 25-year-old can run a
major company, and a 70-year-old can begin an entirely new career.
Life now runs less and less linear.

Age Of Play
A 20-year-old is F1 World Champion. The generational

queue is crumbling across societies

Calvin & Hobbes

Acceptance
looks like
a passive
state, but 
in reality 
it brings
something

entirely new into this world. That peace, a
subtle energy vibration, is consciousness.

Sacredspace

Eckhart Tolle
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W
e spend a lifetime building 
our net worth. But what is our
human worth? A video clip 

of  a man with one of  the world’s largest
fortunes has travelled far this week. The
billionaire, accustomed to commanding
boardrooms, making consequential
decisions and carrying the weight of  an
enormous empire, is seen listening to his
children speak. His expression changes.
His eyes well up. He tries to hold back
his tears, briefly covers his face, and
eventually breaks into a smile as though
he has earned the biggest dividend of
his life before the closing bell. The frame
captures an overwhelming realisation:
his legacy is safe in the hands of  his
children, mentees.

The moment was precious. It touched

the hearts of  countless viewers because
there is something disarmingly human
about watching a powerful man unable
to contain his emotions in public. And it
brings up an intriguing question: We
spend a lifetime building our net
worth, but what is our human
worth? Our net worth tells
the world what we have
accumulated. Our worth
as humans is reflected in
what we have given, nurtured,
and left behind in others.
Not many of  us will leave
towering companies or
immense fortunes. But every one of  us
leaves behind children, students, colleagues,
friends and family. Each carries some
part of  us – what they learnt, absorbed,
how we treated them and how our
presence shaped their lives.

conversations, shared memories, the
affection of  those closest to us, and the
desire to do good and touch as many
lives as we can. Our net worth may tell
the world what we have accumulated.
Our human worth tells the story of  
what we have given. And if, after a
lifetime of  building an empire, a few
heartfelt words from one’s children,
reflecting the values one has instilled
in them, can bring tears of  joy, pride
and humility, one has already acquired
the greatest wealth of  all.

The richest moment of  a billionaire’s
life, it turns out, cost nothing at all.
He simply listened. And the sound of
the bell that later chimed, setting off
one of  the biggest scrambles for an
opportunity to create wealth, suddenly
seemed to mean very little.

The writer is an anaesthesiologist

Sometimes, we may even have touched
an unknown life in ways we will never
know. That is the legacy that speaks for
us when we are no longer in the room. 
In a sense, our own lives continue to be

reflected in theirs. The Upanishads
remind us: Matru Devo Bhava,

Pitru Devo Bhava, Acharya
Devo Bhava – revere your
mother, father and teacher as
divine. The Gita, meanwhile,
reminds us that our right is
to action, never to its fruits.
Here, perhaps, was a rare
glimpse of  those fruits. What

might those tears have been saying? 
‘I worked. I built. I tried. I gave. And now
I see.’ As life progresses, our definition
of  success changes. The milestones that
once consumed us give way to simpler,
more enduring pleasures: meaningful

Mukesh...For Whom The Bells Chime
Preeti Mehta

The satellite launched
on Oct 30 marked an 
important milestone for
India’s Navigation with
Indian Constellation
(NavIC). The satellite,

NVS-03, is the latest addition to a system
conceived to give India independent 
access to positioning, navigation and
timing (PNT) services, without having
to rely on foreign-controlled satellite
navigation networks.

It comes at a time when NavIC has
been struggling to maintain its core 
positioning capability. In July, GOI 
acknowledged that only three satellites
were providing PNT services. Since at least
four operational satellites are required
for basic positioning, NavIC could no
longer provide standalone positioning,
although its timing service remained
functional. NVS-03 has helped move towards
the minimum threshold required to
restore this capability. Reaching the 
minimum number is one thing, but it’s
key to ensure long-term reliability.

NavIC’s origins lie in a strategic vul-
nerability exposed during the 1999 Kargil
conflict. India recognised risks of  depending
on foreign navigation systems for critical
military ops, particularly when access to
satnav information could be restricted by
the state controlling the system.

Cabinet approved Indian Regional
Navigation Satellite System (IRNSS) in
2006. Unlike GPS, Russia’s Glonass, EU’s
Galileo and China’s BeiDou, which offer
global coverage, IRNSS was designed
as a regional system covering India, 
and an area extending about 1,500km
beyond its boundaries.

Isro developed a seven-satellite
architecture combining geostationary
and inclined geosynchronous satellites.

The first, IRNSS-1A, was launched in July
2013, the first-generation constellation
was completed with IRNSS-1G, and PM
renamed the programme NavIC. The 
design’s high-elevation visibility allowed
New Delhi to establish an independent
system without the expense of  building
a global constellation. It also provided
for a restricted service for authorised
strategic users, alongside civilian 
positioning services.

The agenda was straightforward: 
India needed to control a critical infra
capability, whose availability shouldn’t
depend entirely on decisions of  another
country. That ambition, however, 
encountered a significant technical 
vulnerability. Navigation satellites depend
on extremely accurate timekeeping. 
Receivers calculate their distance from
satellites by measuring how long radio
signals take to travel to Earth. Even tiny
timing errors can translate into significant
ranging errors, affecting the accuracy
of  the position calculated.

Three rubidium atomic clocks
aboard IRNSS-1A, procured from Swiss
manufacturer SpectraTime, failed in
2016. Similar failures were reported in
Europe’s Galileo constellation.

Isro incorporated corrective measures
in the clocks aboard IRNSS-1I, launched
in 2018 to replace IRNSS-1A. But the incident
exposed a larger weakness: a system
could be designed and controlled 
domestically, while remaining dependent
on foreign suppliers for components 
critical to its operation. Multiple atomic
clock malfunctions in more than one 
satellite prompted Isro to switch to 
indigenous clocks.

Other setbacks included IRNSS-1H
failing to reach orbit in 2017. NVS-02,
launched in Jan 2025, reached its initial
orbit, but could not be manoeuvred into
its intended geosynchronous orbit due to

pyro valve issues. IRNSS-1F completed its
10-year design life in March 2026, with its
onboard atomic clock also ceasing to 
function. By July, the system had fallen
below the minimum satellite strength
required for standalone positioning.

The second-gen NVS satellites represent
Isro’s attempt to address these challenges.
NVS-01, launched in May 2023, carried
an indigenous atomic clock. NVS-02 and
NVS-03 were also designed with indigenous
clocks alongside procured ones. NVS

satellites introduce another major 
improvement: an L1-band navigation
signal in addition to existing L5 and 
S-band signals. L1 is widely supported 
by commercially available navigation
receivers, including those used in 
smartphones. Thus, its addition could
improve NavIC’s compatibility with civilian
devices, encouraging wider adoption.
Compatible receivers can also combine
signals across frequencies to improve

positioning performance.
But the transition is not complete. NVS-03

still carries procured clocks, indigenous
tech still being integrated. The planned
NVS-04 and NVS-05 satellites will be 
important to rebuild the constellation,
and provide the redundancy a reliable
navigation system requires. Isro has set
itself  a 10-month deadline to launch these
two satellites. This is where the distinction
between technological sovereignty and
operational sovereignty becomes 
important. Developing an indigenous
atomic clock is significant. But a 
navigation system cannot depend on
a handful of  satellites operating at 
minimum threshold. It needs sufficient
redundancy, to withstand component
failures, ageing and launch setbacks
without losing essential services.

Moreover, NavIC’s strategic value
cannot be measured only by number of
satellites in orbit. Its civilian and economic
potential depends on its integration into
transport, aviation, maritime navigation,
telecom, surveying etc. Wider adoption
will require compatible receivers, industry
participation, and confidence the service
will continue.

GOI says most users operate in a multi-
constellation environment, drawing 
signals from systems such as GPS and
Galileo, alongside NavIC, wherever it is
used. So, no standalone positioning doesn’t
necessarily mean loss of  navigation 
services for users. But it leaves unsolved
the original strategic problem – the 
independent alternative system has to
deliver positioning on its own.

NVS-03 is therefore a major step, 
one of  many more required, to realise
NavIC’s potential. India has the critical
navigation tech, and must also maintain
a dependable constellation, replace 
ageing satellites on time, and build an
ecosystem that uses its signals.

NavICating: Charting India’s Course Through Space
Launch of NVS-03 is a meaningful step towards India’s goal for navigation sovereignty. But, ageing

satellites and component dependence remain a challenge to sustaining the self-made satellite system
Chethan.Kumar@timesofindia.com



For the last two centuries, modern civil engineering has
operated on a quiet arrogance. In the seventeenth
century, the philosopher Francis Bacon argued that
humanity must conquer and command the natural
world. Engineers took that philosophy and poured it in
concrete. Across the globe, we built giant dams, straight
canals and towering river walls to force water and land
into submission. We drew neat lines on maps and expect-
ed rivers and coastlines to obey them.

Today, that stubborn mindset is breaking under the
weight of a changing climate. The National Institute of
Urban Affairs notes that over seventy per cent of
natural wetlands in major Indian cities have vanished
over the last four decades, buried under asphalt and real
estate. In Assam and Bihar, thousands of kilometres of

earthen and concrete river embankments built over the
last seventy years have failed to stop annual floods. In
fact, by trapping silt and raising riverbeds, these walls
often make the eventual breaches far more deadly. When
we trap a swollen river in a concrete straitjacket, we do
not eliminate the risk. We merely store up the fury for
a bigger disaster downstream.

To survive the coming decades of extreme weather, civil
engineering needs a philosophical change of heart. Instead
of Francis Bacon, our city planners should look to the ancient
Chinese concept of Wu Wei, which means working with
the natural flow rather than fighting against it. A tree that
stands completely rigid in a cyclone will snap in half, while
the bamboo that bends with the wind survives. Our cities

and bridges must learn to be like the bamboo.
Around the world, smart engineers are already

trading arrogance for humility. After devastating flood
alerts in the nineteen nineties, the Netherlands launched
its famous Room for the River programme, spending over
two billion euros to deliberately move dikes backwards
and lower floodplains at more than thirty locations.
Instead of building higher walls, Dutch engineers gave
the water a safe place to spread out. Similarly, China and
several European nations are building sponge cities. By
replacing solid concrete pavements with porous roads,
sunken rain gardens and restored wetlands, these
urban areas soak up to seventy per cent of rainwater on
the spot rather than pushing it into choked storm drains.

India must urgently embrace this gentler way of build-
ing. Every monsoon, from the flooded streets of Chennai
and Bengaluru to the crumbling mountain highways of
Himachal Pradesh, nature reminds us who is really in
charge. Pouring more cement into fragile hills or
encroaching on riverbeds is not development. It is a
recipe for tragedy. True engineering genius does not lie
in dominating a river or flattening a mountain. It lies in
listening to the land, leaving room for the water and
designing towns that bend instead of break. When we
finally stop treating nature as an enemy to be walled out,
we will build cities that truly last.
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are nothing more than useless wall orna-
ments if there are no human eyes behind the
glass. So, nobody was watching, and there
was no one to save her. A vulnerable, special-
ly-abled child was left completely unprotect-
ed in a place that promised to shield her.
What is worse is that when the father tried
to find his daughter, nobody had a clue about
her whereabouts except the same eight-year-
old boy-it was he who led the father to the
class where he had brutally and violently
attacked the girl.

First, it is obvious that children do not inher-
ently know how to bludgeon a classmate with
a brick. They are only mirroring the world we
build around them. In our fast-paced, digital-
ly saturated lives, we have handed our chil-
dren smartphones as digital babysitters. We
look away while they consume hyper-violent
video games, simulated cruelty, and adult
content on streaming platforms where bru-
tality is casual and death is just a restart
button.

Second, we must also look inside our own
homes. A child’s sudden, explosive rage is
rarely an isolated incident; it is almost
always an echo of their environment. When
a child witnesses domestic abuse, emotion-
al neglect, or experiences harsh physical pun-
ishments, their capacity for empathy is sys-
tematically eroded. They learn that power,
anger, and force are the only true currencies
of control.

Third, combined with our deep societal
denial of child psychology, where early red
flags like explosive outbursts or cruelty to
animals are brushed off as “just a phase”, we

create a ticking time bomb inside our class-
rooms.

If we want to ensure our schools do not
turn into arenas of terror, we need a radical,
uncompromising shift in how we protect and
raise the next generation.

We must establish institutional account-
ability and make it legally binding. If a
school cannot guarantee adult supervision in
every hallway and classroom during school
hours, it should not be allowed to operate.
These government duties assigned in addi-
tion to teachers’ roles should never strip a
school of its primary caretakers.

It is high time that we brought mental
health out of the shadows and into the core
curriculum. Every school, public or private,
needs permanent, qualified child counsellors
who can intervene long before behavioural
issues turn into tragedies.

Last, as parents, we must reclaim our roles
as emotional anchors. We have to enforce
strict digital gatekeeping and replace screens
with open, empathetic dialogue. We must
teach our children how to process frustration
without resorting to fists.

The Panchkula tragedy is a grim, heart-
breaking warning. We are failing our children
on two devastating fronts: we are failing to
protect the innocent from harm, and we are
failing to prevent our young from becoming
the perpetrators of that harm. Our classrooms
must be restored as the sanctuaries of learn-
ing they were always meant to be. We owe
that much to the little girl fighting for her life
in Panchkula, and to every child we wave
goodbye to each morning.

Editor’s

When Americans cast their votes for all 435 House seats, 35
Senate seats and 36 governorships, the man at the centre of
it all will not be on the ballot. The midterms are a referendum
on Donald Trump’s second term, and Republicans, holding a
53-47 Senate and a razor-thin House majority, enter the final
day on the defensive. The likeliest outcome is a Democratic
House. All 12 forecasts in a recent political-science round-up
predict it; models and markets put the odds at roughly 78 to
93 per cent. The Senate is the real contest: with Vice-
President JD Vance breaking ties, Democrats need a net gain
of four seats. Fox News rates control a toss-up.

Decision Desk HQ last gave Democrats 56 per cent,
Kalshi traders about 71. Texas, Iowa and Alaska, Fox’s toss-
ups, may decide it. In Texas, a University of Houston poll has
Democrat James Talarico on 48 per cent to Republican Ken
Paxton’s 46 per cent.

The mood explains the map. Trump’s approval averages
roughly 37 per cent against about 60 per cent disapproval;
Reuters/Ipsos last measured him at 32 per cent. Democrats lead
the generic ballot by around nine points, wider than 2018’s
seven. Yet this is no embrace of the opposition. Gallup put
congressional approval at 14 per cent in October, and Chuck
Schumer has polled worst of the four congressional leaders,
underwater even among Democrats. The opposition is winning
on anger, not affection. That anger is about money. Seven in ten
adults disapprove of Trump’s handling of living costs, and
Brookings’ William Galston blames the Iran war and tariffs. AP-
NORC finds 80 per cent want lower living costs prioritised by
the next Congress, and 68 per cent want an end to the war.

Republicans have a case: the Senate map tilts their way,
some voters see price rises as temporary and the war as
worth winning, and polls have missed before. Speaker Mike
Johnson has questioned the numbers.

For America, a Democratic House means hearings,
subpoenas and spending control rather than new laws:
gridlock and a sharper fight over executive power.

For the world, the lesson is caution. European diplomats
told AFP they doubt the midterms will tame Trump, and a
Pentagon review of US forces in Europe is due in December.
Jefferies expects the average US tariff to stay at 10-20 per
cent even under divided government, since Congress is
unlikely to legislate it down.

India should read the result the same way.
The interim trade deal remains stalled despite Marco

Rubio’s claim that it is 99 per cent done. A law allowing tariffs
of up to 100 per cent on buyers of Russian oil has been
paused, reportedly to shield American fuel prices before the
vote. H-1B holders, about 70 per cent of whom are Indian,
face proposals to scrap their post-lay-off grace period. A
Democratic Congress can constrain Trump; it will not reverse
him. New Delhi’s best hope is a chastened Washington, not a
changed one. This Tuesday will show how much patience
voters have left with a president they blame for rising prices.

The midterms could hand Democrats control of the
House and put the Senate within reach, reflecting

growing anger over living costs and Trump’s policies

US midterms: Tough 
test for Trump 

Prithviraj Kapoor’s enduring legacy
Our generation knows the legendary Prithviraj Kapoor as
Akbar in Mughal-e-Azam. However, he was also one of the
pioneers of Indian cinema.

Born on November 3, 1906, Kapoor devoted his life to
establishing a respected place for theatre and cinema
when acting was not widely considered a respectable
career. Despite numerous obstacles, he established his
theatre group and travelled across India, staging plays that
inspired young people towards patriotism and the
freedom movement. His play Pathan was particularly
popular. He began his film career with silent films
before appearing in Alam Ara, India’s first talkie. His per-
formances in Sikandar, as King Porus, and Mughal-e-Azam,
as Akbar, remain memorable. His theatrical training, com-
manding personality and exceptional dialogue delivery
distinguished him as an actor. His performances in films
such as Awara, Rajkumar and Kal Aaj Aur Kal further
demonstrated his versatility.

He also founded Prithvi Theatre in Mumbai with his
family, leaving a lasting legacy in Indian theatre.

Honoured with several awards, Kapoor remains
revered as the Bhishma Pitamah of Indian cinema.

Humble tributes to this legendary actor on his 120th birth
anniversary.

SUNIL OKHADE | INDORE 

Poverty reduction must go beyond survival
With reference to the editorial “Extreme Poverty Falls,
Challenges Remain” (November 2, 2026), the World
Bank’s findings deserve acknowledgement, but also
closer scrutiny. At roughly `60 a day, the $3 benchmark
measures survival, not security. By the Bank’s $4.20 poverty
line, about 216 million Indians remained poor in 2024, while
at $8.30, the figure stood at 1.14 billion. Celebrating head-
line figures risks confusing the removal of destitution with
genuine well-being.

The first concern is how progress was achieved. Food
transfers and reduced leakages sustain consumption but
do not necessarily increase earning capacity. If over 80
crore people still depend on subsidised rations, house-
holds remain vulnerable to illness or job losses. Such gains
depend on the state’s ability to sustain welfare spending.

Measurement is another concern. The 2022-23 survey
changed its methodology without a bridge survey, while
the national poverty line has not been revised since 2009.
Comparisons are therefore difficult.

The remedy lies in creating formal, labour-intensive jobs
and improving conditions for women’s employment, given
their low workforce participation. The Centre must
revise the poverty line to ensure progress is measured
meaningfully.

SM JEEVA | CHENNAI
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A woman plucks saffron flowers during the harvest season, at Pampore in
Pulwama district, Jammu and Kashmir. PHOTO: PTI
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protect the innocent from harm, and we are failing to prevent our young from becoming the perpetrators of that harm
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Opposition unity needs a strategy
Apropos of “CEC’s Removal First Step Towards Restoring
Democracy: INDIA Bloc”, published on 2 November, here
is my response. The INDIA bloc’s rally at Delhi’s Ramlila
Maidan was an important display of Opposition mobili-
sation, but its political value will depend on what
follows. The rally brought Congress, the Left, Samajwadi
Party, TMC, RJD and other parties together around alle-
gations of vote chori, SIR and the demand for CEC Gyanesh
Kumar’s removal. If their goal was to project unity and
place electoral-roll integrity at the centre of national
debate, they have achieved it. LoP Rahul Gandhi framed
the issue as a defence of the Constitution and citizens’
voting rights, while leaders from several states signalled
an attempt to build a broader anti-BJP front ahead of the
2027 state elections. However, a large crowd does not con-
stitute a durable political movement. The Opposition must
present verifiable evidence, resolve seat-sharing differ-
ences and convert public concern into electoral support. 

Recent ballot-paper elections also raise questions about
the impact of EVM allegations on voters. The BJP should
not dismiss the gathering as a flop show. The Government
and the Election Commission must respond with trans-
parency, clear procedures and factual answers rather than
political counter-attacks.

BAL GOVIND | NOIDA
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As a mother, my heart broke into several tiny
pieces when I saw the horrific news coming out
of Panchkula. I keep replaying that video in my
head to truly grasp what it means and what it
reflects of us as a society. When you start to send
your toddler to school, you hope and also
believe, with every fibre of your being, that
they’d be safe in the school, as it is a home away
from home.

A few years ago, in Badlapur, Maharashtra, we
saw how two minor four-year-old girls were
assaulted by a contractual school sweeper,
which led to massive protests. We were out-
raged, and after the news cycle led to the man’s
arrest, we moved on. But there is never any
moving on for the families whose children were
assaulted. Also, there are no lessons that seem
to be learnt despite the anger and the outrage.
The country continues to believe it won’t
happen to any of us until it happens again. This
time, in Panchkula, Haryana, and in this case,
not a sexual assault but a violent attack, and
that too by an accused who is merely an eight-
year-old child.

The details captured on CCTV look like a psy-
chological horror film, with a violent act being
carried out like that of a person possessed. The
eight-year-old boy lured a six-year-old, special-
ly-abled kindergarten girl away from the
crowd, led her to an empty, deserted first-floor
classroom, and unleashed a feral, unimaginable
wave of violence, even long after her frail body
had gone limp.

Today, that innocent little girl is fighting for
her life with severe facial fractures, while the
boy is undergoing psychological evaluations.
The school administration faces criminal
charges for negligence.

As I read the details, I am left staring at a ter-
rifying, unavoidable question that we must all
face: how does an eight-year-old child develop
such a monstrous capacity for violence? What
are we doing to our children?

When I look at the systemic failures that
allowed this to happen, the anger is overwhelm-
ing. On that fateful day, the teachers were pulled
away for government administrative duties-I
won’t be surprised if it involved election duty,
such as SIR or electoral roll corrections. This con-
stant pull of sarkari teachers to carry out
administrative duties has repeatedly been a
source of concern. The principal had left the
premises early. The CCTV cameras installed to
guarantee safety were broadcasting to an
empty administrative office. Security cameras

The concrete hubris: why engineers must stop fighting nature

PRIYANKA
CHATURVEDI

Loneliness is hardest when we forget that solitude is also
where company with the Divine begins

The ancient law books state a plain truth: “Ekah  prajayate  
jantur  eka  eva  praliyate;  eko  nubhunkte  sukritam  eka  eva  cha
dushkritam” — Alone a being is born, alone it departs, alone it
receives the fruit of its good deeds and its wrongs (Manusmriti 4.240).
It is a sobering statement, and it describes every life, rich or poor,
famous or unknown.

Mirabai lived this truth. Her family opposed her, society mocked
her, and she walked away from the comforts of palace life, holding
on to nothing but her unwavering devotion to Lord Krishna.

Her answer was a single line she sang for centuries: “Mere to
Girdhar Gopal, dusrona koi” — For me there is only my Girdhar Gopal,
and no other. In her solitude, she found a presence nobody could
take away.

Today, spend ten minutes alone in quiet, with a mantra or a prayer,
and treat it as a company rather than absence, a quiet appointment
with the Divine. Then reach out to one person you know is lonely
and offer them the companionship that you have just found.

— DR. MANASA NAGABHUSHANAM,
DAIV

Born Alone, 
Yet Never Alone



Today’s young gen-
eration lives in a fast-
paced world filled
with long working
hours,  constant
phone screens, late
nights and high
stress. Because of this
unhealthy lifestyle,
many young couples
face significant chal-
lenges when trying
to have a baby. When
natural conception

does not happen quickly, most couples panic and
turn straight to doctors for test-tube procedures,
expensive treatments and quick medical fixes.

However, both ancient Indian tradition (Garbh
Sanskar) and modern genetics teach us an
important lesson: having a healthy baby is not
just a mechanical or clinical process. True pre-
natal care does not start after a positive preg-
nancy test or in a test tube-it starts months before
conception by cleaning and preparing the
parents’ bodies and minds. In Indian tradition,
this vital first step is called Beej Shuddhi (puri-
fying the biological seed).

My personal experience in practice:
What patients share
During my practice, I frequently interact with
young, educated and ambitious couples who
share their deeply personal struggles with con-
ception. A heart-wrenching pattern unfolds
continuously: patients arrive clutching thick

folders full of medical test reports, blood work
and ultrasound scans. Many have spent months
or years running from doctor to doctor, under-
going painful tests and pursuing expensive
treatments in search of a quick biological
answer.

Yet, underneath all these medical papers lies
a simple, unexamined truth that patients repeat-
edly share: both husband and wife are complete-
ly burnt out. They suffer from poor sleep, con-
stant workplace stress, bad eating habits, digital
overload and deep anxiety. They want a baby
desperately, but their bodies and minds are too
exhausted and stressed to support new life.

I often share with patients that modern med-
icine has created amazing technology, but
when we treat conception like a quick medical
procedure, we forget a basic law of nature: a
fragile seed cannot grow in dry, tired and
unhealthy soil. Preparing the mother and father
before conception is the real secret to a healthy
pregnancy.

“Yatha Vrikshasya Beejam Tatha Garbhasya
Sambhava — Just as a giant tree comes from a
pure and healthy seed, a healthy child comes
from the healthy body and calm mind of the
parents before conception.”

- Charaka Samhita (Sharira Sthana, Chapter 2)

Lessons from Hindu mythology
In Indian culture, having a child (Garbhadhana)
was never seen as an accidental event or a
routine task. It was treated as a sacred act that
required physical cleanliness, emotional peace
and proper preparation. Ancient Ayurvedic

books like the Charaka Samhita recommend that
couples spend three to six months before trying
for a baby cleaning their diet (Aahar), lowering
their stress (Vichar) and improving their lifestyle
(Vihar). This is called Beej Shuddhi.

We see this clearly in Hindu epics like the
Mahabharata. Before Queen Ambika and
Ambalika conceived, Sage Veda Vyasa told
them to prepare their minds with deep calm and
discipline. But when Ambika closed her eyes in
intense fear during union, her son Dhritarashtra
was born blind; when Ambalika turned pale with
severe fear and anxiety, her son Pandu was born
physically weak. These stories teach us a clear
lesson: the emotional and mental state of
parents at the time of conception leaves a lasting
impact on the child.

Similarly, the story of Abhimanyu learning how

to break the Chakravyuha while still inside his
mother Subhadra’s womb shows that ancient
Indians believed babies could hear, feel and learn
inside the womb — a fact that modern brain
science confirms today.

What modern genetics 
(Epigenetics) proves
What ancient Ayurvedic scholars called Beej
Shuddhi, modern science calls fetal epigenetics.
Epigenetics shows that while a baby inherits a
fixed set of genes (DNA) from its parents, how
those genes work depends heavily on the
parents’ lifestyle.

When parents are constantly stressed, high
levels of stress hormones (like cortisol) can affect
egg and sperm quality. Studies in medical jour-
nals show that high stress before and during
pregnancy sends biological “danger signals” to
the foetus, making the future child more likely
to suffer from anxiety, poor immunity and high
stress levels later in life.

On the other hand, when parents practise
Garbh Sanskar — eating clean food (a Sattvic diet),
doing breathing exercises (Pranayama) and
maintaining a peaceful mind-they turn on pos-
itive genes in the baby that protect against future
diseases and promote emotional stability.

Fixing the infertility problem in 
daily life
In my interactions with patients, when young
couples face delays in having a baby, society tells
them to rush into medical treatments immedi-
ately. While medical procedures are necessary

for certain medical conditions, pursuing treat-
ments without addressing basic lifestyle and
health issues often leads to repeated failures and
heartbreak. When couples pause their contin-
uous hospital visits and spend just three months
improving their sleep, eating clean food, prac-
tising daily breathing exercises (Pranayama) and
lowering work stress, their body markers
improve dramatically. Sperm and egg quality
improve, and many couples conceive naturally.
Even if medical treatment is needed, preparing
the body beforehand increases treatment
success rates significantly.

Final thought: A legacy beyond DNA
In our relentless pursuit of fast-paced success,
we have reduced one of human life’s most sacred
milestones to a stressful medical checklist. It is
time for young couples to reclaim parenthood,
not as an anxious reaction to social clocks or bio-
logical delays, but as a conscious, joyful act of
creation. Bringing a child into this world begins
long before the first heartbeat; it begins in the
peaceful biology of a prepared mind and a
cleansed body. Beej Shuddhi and Garbh Sanskar
are far from forgotten rituals — they represent
ancient wisdom aligned with modern genetic
science. By choosing to heal our own lifestyle
before giving life, we do not merely protect our
children from stress and disease; we gift the next
generation the ultimate foundation: resilience,
calm and absolute biological strength.

The editorial, “Victim Compensation: Justice Delayed,
Relief Denied”, published in The Pioneer on October
30, 2026, raises an important issue that has largely
remained outside mainstream public discussion. I
would like to pass on my sincere appreciation to the
author for drawing attention to critical aspects
highlighting the plight of those who are unable to
receive their statutory right to compensation and are
instead kept waiting for a prolonged period of time
for any recovery and rehabilitation support. The tragic
case of an intellectually disabled rape survivor who
passed away without being able to receive her full
compensation is a concerning example highlighting
the gap between justice delivery and justice delivered.

The author correctly highlights that the Indian legal framework does not nec-
essarily lack appropriate provisions or mechanisms concerning victim compen-
sation. Section 396 of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 (correspond-
ing to the erstwhile Section 357-A of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973) pro-
vides a legal framework covering compensation to victims requiring rehabilita-
tion. This is supplemented by various similar schemes at the National and State
Govt. level; however, the existence of these mechanisms means little if they are
unable to deliver timely relief to deserving victims.

One aspect that could have been examined in greater detail is the actual journey
of a compensation claim. Although Section 396 provides for completion of the
prescribed enquiry within two months, from the public information available,
one can note that the actual process can take considerably longer and involves
various parties at various stages. Each stage may involve correspondence, exten-
sive documentation, and administrative scrutiny. The absence of timelines for
each stage makes it difficult to identify precisely where applications remain
pending. The procedural difficulties with respect to the processing of victim com-
pensation are a matter of concern as well. Requiring survivors who have been
through scarring ordeals to produce extensive documents at multiple levels is
something which should be rethought. It is true that to prevent misuse of such
schemes, verification is necessary; however, a balance should be maintained, and
such excessive verification may translate to apathy towards victims.

Another significant concern that was raised by the author is the failure of courts
to issue appropriate compensation directions. The Supreme Court’s intervention
in this matter is welcome, and the apex court has noted that in the absence of
appropriate directions, victims are often forced to pursue compensation claims
independently. The Supreme Court has also directed judicial academies to sen-
sitise judges with respect to the relevant legal framework, which is a crucial step.
In my opinion, courts should routinely assess the needs of victims in such cases
and should not wait till the stage of final judgment before a relevant direction
in this regard is passed. There is also a crucial need for setting specific timelines
with respect to each and every stage of the process involved in the disbursal of
compensation to victims under the current legal framework. Accountability needs
to be fixed, and any delays in the processing of claims should be explained in writing
by the relevant officer or department.

Finally, as the author points out, the underutilisation of the Nirbhaya Fund and
differences in State compensation schemes weaken the effectiveness of the entire
framework. There is an urgent need for all parties to ensure appropriate and timely
funding, publication of utilisation reports, and periodic review of compensation
amounts. Digitisation of this process through a centralised portal can also help
increase transparency and visibility, as well as the remediation of bottlenecks
in this process.

To conclude, victim compensation is not charity or an act of generosity, but it
is an important component of the State’s obligation and a legal right of each and
every victim of this heinous crime. The purpose of such extensive administrative
schemes and legal frameworks is defeated when the relief it aims to provide arrives
too late. The author has rightly brought light to this issue, and the next step must
be to set out a transparent, time-bound, and
accountable system in which the right to compen-
sation is not merely a legal right but is effective
in delivering its aim to needy victims. As it is rightly
said, justice delayed is justice denied.
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tity, yet rarely appear in post-flood damage records.
The opportunity is to bring economic assessment and NELD

into a common framework, not to conduct two disconnect-
ed exercises. Household-level assessment can establish
losses to land, housing, productive assets, livestock and liveli-
hoods. A NELD assessment can examine how these materi-
al losses, displacement and wider disruption affect dignity,
relationships, cultural practices, local knowledge and
people’s ability to shape their futures. The approaches can
inform each other. Household findings can indicate where
deeper social consequences need investigation, while NELD
can explain why similar material losses have different impli-
cations for different families and communities.

An integrated approach must reflect the diversity of
North Bihar’s floodplains. The experience of a family affect-
ed by an embankment breach differs from that of a house-
hold living between embankments, in a waterlogged settle-
ment or in a village facing progressive erosion. The nature
of losses and the ability to recover also vary across house-
holds. Surveys can document economic impacts, while par-
ticipatory discussions, community mapping and focused inter-
views can capture experiences that financial measures cannot.
Communities must help identify what has changed and what
they consider important to recover.

The value of integration lies in how this evidence shapes
action. Economic estimates can guide compensation, housing
reconstruction and livelihood restoration. NELD findings can
help ensure that recovery also addresses the loss of commu-
nity spaces, cultural practices, local knowledge and social
support. Rebuilding a house, for example, may restore a phys-
ical asset without restoring a family’s connections to its orig-
inal settlement or its place in community life. Both dimen-
sions must inform decisions about what recovery requires.

Recovery cannot be measured simply by the return of phys-
ical assets or the completion of reconstruction. A household
may regain a dwelling but find that its livelihood, social support
and sense of security remain fragile. Similarly, relocation may
provide safer housing while distancing families from the net-
works, resources and shared spaces on which everyday life
depended. An integrated assessment can bring these less
visible consequences into recovery planning and help iden-
tify what people need to regain stability, agency and mean-
ingful connections with their communities.

Bihar has considerable experience recording flood-affect-
ed populations, distributing relief and estimating physical and
economic damage. These functions remain indispensable.
Integrating household-level economic assessment with
NELD can build on this experience and give government
departments, development partners, civil society organisa-
tions and local institutions a stronger basis for setting prior-
ities, coordinating interventions and assessing recovery. It can
also broaden the understanding of what constitutes a suc-
cessful recovery.

Krity Shrestha’s intervention invites us to reconsider not
only how flood losses are assessed, but also whose experi-
ences inform recovery decisions. In North Bihar, bringing eco-
nomic and non-economic dimensions together can help
ensure that the priorities of affected households and com-
munities are reflected in the decisions that shape their future.
The strength of an integrated approach will ultimately lie in
its ability to make recovery more responsive to the realities
of life on a changing and repeatedly disrupted floodplain.

Beyond economic losses: The unseen
human cost of Bihar’s recurring floods

The writer is Managing Trustee, 
Megh Pyne Abhiyan

Delayed compensation

fails vulnerable victims

Why young couples need preconception care 

During the webinar
Beyond the Breach -
U n d e r s t a n d i n g
Cascading Mountain
Hazards in Nepal and
Building Climate
Resilience, organised
by the Forum for Policy
Dialogues on Water
Conflicts in India on
October 29, 2026, Krity

Shrestha of DCA Nepal spoke about non-economic loss and
damage (NELD). She drew attention to consequences often
overlooked in disaster assessments, including damage to
social relationships, cultural identity, dignity, emotional well-
being and a sense of belonging. These effects shape people’s
lives long after floodwater recedes. Her intervention
brought me back to a question arising from Megh Pyne
Abhiyan’s (MPA) household-level flood loss assessment in
North Bihar. We examined what households lose when
floods affect their homes, land, livelihoods and possessions.
But what do people lose that cannot be priced? And what
happens when those losses recur before communities have
had time to recover?

North Bihar is not a uniformly flooded landscape. Its plains
are crisscrossed by an extensive network of rivers and
drainage channels, including major river systems such as
the Gandak, Burhi Gandak, Bagmati, Kamla-Balan, Kosi and
Mahananda, alongside numerous smaller, often unnamed
rivers and streams. While embankments along some of the
major rivers have altered the movement and spread of flood-
water, the smaller rivers and local drainage channels follow
their own courses, often creating distinct patterns of inun-
dation and waterlogging. The resulting flood dynamics vary
considerably across the region. Some settlements face
sudden inundation following embankment breaches,
while others experience prolonged waterlogging, erosion,
drainage congestion or shifting river channels. In many
places, the effects of one monsoon carry into the next.

For many communities in North Bihar, the end of a flood
does not necessarily mean a return to normal life. The
damage and disruption often continue long after the water
recedes, affecting homes, livelihoods, social relationships
and the local environment. Families may have little time
to rebuild their savings, restore their livelihoods or regain
a sense of security before the next flood arrives. The concern,
therefore, extends beyond the damage recorded each year
to the limited time families may have to restore their lives
and livelihoods before the next flood.

MPA’s assessment covered 2,290 households in 134 wards
and 21 panchayats across seven districts. It documented eco-
nomic losses to land, houses and other assets, as well as
how families managed during and after inundation. Focus
group discussions and participatory flood mapping brought
community experiences into the exercise. These methods
offered insights beyond financial loss, but the assessment
was not designed as a systematic NELD exercise. Bringing
the two approaches together is a logical next step.

Economic assessment remains essential. It establishes
material and financial consequences and can inform
compensation, livelihood support and reconstruction.
But the value of a damaged house cannot tell us what dis-
placement does to family relationships. The cost of repair-
ing a toilet cannot capture the loss of privacy experienced
by women and adolescent girls living on raised roads or
embankments, or the difficulties of managing menstrua-
tion without private spaces, water and sanitation. Nor can
the number of school days missed capture the cumulative
effects of interrupted education on children’s learning, con-
fidence and development. Repeatedly losing classroom time
can leave children behind their peers, limit opportunities
to develop their capabilities and disadvantage them in pur-
suing higher education, skills and employment.

Older people, persons with disabilities and those living
alone may lose independence when familiar surroundings,
support systems and everyday services are disrupted.
Families may become separated, informal care networks
may weaken, and community spaces may become less
accessible. River erosion can take more than homes and
land. It can sever ancestral connections, familiar neighbour-
hood ties and relationships built over generations. Flooding
may also disrupt festivals, customary practices, local
markets and shared spaces. As younger generations
become less connected to traditional understandings of
rivers, soils, seasonal changes and cultivation, communi-
ties risk losing insights and practices developed over gen-
erations of living with the floodplain. These losses affect
autonomy, belonging, cultural continuity and collective iden-

EKLAVYA PRASAD

IN NORTH BIHAR,
BRINGING ECONOMIC
AND NON-ECONOMIC

DIMENSIONS TOGETHER
CAN HELP ENSURE

THAT THE PRIORITIES
OF AFFECTED

HOUSEHOLDS AND
COMMUNITIES ARE
REFLECTED IN THE

DECISIONS THAT SHAPE
THEIR FUTURE. THE
STRENGTH OF AN
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WILL ULTIMATELY LIE IN

ITS ABILITY TO MAKE
RECOVERY MORE
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REALITIES OF LIFE ON A

CHANGING AND
REPEATEDLY
DISRUPTED

FLOODPLAIN

Flood assessments often measure damage to homes, land and livelihoods, but overlook losses that cannot be priced.
In North Bihar, recurring floods also erode dignity, social relationships, cultural identity and community ties.

Integrating economic and non-economic assessments is essential to making recovery more meaningful and inclusive
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A
T a conference on
nuclear non-prolifer-
ation, hosted by the
Strategic Vision
Institute in Islam-

abad on October 20-21, Lt Gen
Khalid Ahmed Kidwai, Adviser
to Pakistan’s Nuclear Command
Authority (NCA), spelt out his
country’s strategic and nuclear
posture after Operation Sindoor.
His remarks should be studied
carefully as they point to certain
important shifts in Pakistan’s
strategic stance, including its
nuclear approach vis-à-vis India.

Kidwai’s rhetoric indicates
that Pakistan’s calculations are
changing in response to a
stronger Chinese commitment
to its defence, as was witnessed
during Op Sindoor, a partial
revival of American patronage
and its role as a mediator in the
ongoing Iran war. This is fur-
ther enhanced by the Makkah
Defence Pact, signed by Pak-
istan, Saudi Arabia and Turkiye
in August. Kidwai cites the pact
as a step towards reinforcing
deterrence against India. This
rhetoric may be self-serving,
but what lies behind it in terms
of geopolitical shifts should be
properly evaluated. Pakistan
has gained a higher geopolitical
profile and greater room for
manoeuvre that India must
acknowledge and respond to.

It is worthwhile to trace the tra-
jectory of Pakistan’s nuclear
strategy since it became an overt
nuclear-armed state, like India,
after a series of nuclear tests in
May 1998. In those early days, it
committed itself to a Credible
Minimum Deterrence (CMD) just
as India did, but unlike the latter,
did not subscribe to a No-First
Use (NFU) posture.

After taking over as the first
Director of the Strategic Plans
Division in December 1998, Kid-
wai envisaged the use of nuclear

weapons only if Pakistan con-
fronted an existential threat. He
stated that Pakistan would con-
sider the use of N-weapons
against India if the latter attacked
and occupied a large part of Pak-
istani territory; destroyed most of
Pakistani military assets; tried to
economically strangle Pakistan;
or instigated widespread internal
political subversion in the coun-
try. These were worst-case sce-
narios, with nuclear weapons
serving as weapons of last resort.
It was his view that nuclear deter-
rence made the prospect of a con-
ventional war between the two
sides unthinkable. 

Kidwai dates the first impor-
tant shift in Pakistan’s nuclear
approach to India’s adoption of
the Cold Start strategy (2004),
which sought to find space for
hitting Pakistan with conven-
tional thrusts across the border
without triggering a nuclear
response. Since then, he has
claimed that Pakistan’s
response has been to acquire
weapons and capabilities to deny
any such space to India. 

Thus, in 2011, the 60-km-range
Nasr tactical nuclear weapon was
deployed to respond to Cold
Start-type operations. India’s
response has been that any use
of nuclear weapons, of any yield
or range, would, under its
nuclear doctrine, invite massive
retaliation; that nuclear

weapons, once used, would trig-
ger an escalatory dynamic result-
ing in an all-out nuclear war. Pak-
istan dismisses this contention.

In 2013, Kidwai formally adopted
the term “Full Spectrum Nuclear
Deterrence” (FSND), though CMD
was not abandoned. In a speech at
the Carnegie Endowment in 2015,
he explained that FSND was
aimed at ensuring that no space
for war below the nuclear level was
available to the adversary. This
was backed by a range of weapons
and a variety of delivery systems.

No target within the Indian land-
mass would be out of range. He
claimed that Shaheen-3 missile
(then newly deployed), with a
range of 2,750 km, could reach
bases in the Andaman and Nico-
bar Islands. In his latest remarks,
he has called India “target-rich”
and said that “there is no place for
India’s strategic weapons to hide.”

Kidwai has claimed that after
Op Sindoor, “new normals” are
“now defined by Pakistan,” that
the Pakistan Air Force is now the
dominant air power in the region
and the “robust combination of
nuclear and conventional forces”
ensures strategic stability. He
referred to Pakistan’s “retaliato-
ry policy of Quid Pro Quo Plus”,
which was “responding with
punishment greater than the
adversary’s original sin.”

Interestingly, this is conven-
tional retaliation and not nuclear,
which implies that Pakistan
believes it has overcome India’s
conventional superiority. Kidwai
then upped the ante to recom-
mend that in the next round,
“retaliatory punishment should
be so severe and unforgiving,
directed at the heart of India’s
vulnerabilities, which are
numerous, that India’s danger-
ous strategy of imposing on Pak-
istan the BJP’s policy of exter-
nalising India’s internal politics
is buried once and for all.” 

This is inflammatory and

provocative language that has
the potential for dangerous over-
reach. One should take the
threat seriously.

Kidwai has interpreted
India’s development and
deployment of sea-based ballis-
tic missiles as a “destabilising”
move. Rather than accept it as a
second-strike capability aimed
at responding to a first strike by
an adversary, he is treating it as
evidence that India is shifting
away from NFU and preparing
for a first strike.

He has warned that Pakistan
would have to respond by devel-
oping its own sea-based strike
capabilities in order to restore
strategic stability in South Asia.
One should expect Pakistan to
seek Chinese assistance to help
neutralise India’s more
advanced capabilities in this
regard. The Babur-3 submarine-
launched cruise missile has
already been announced and the
Ababeel MIRV (multiple inde-
pendently targetable re-entry
vehicles) system is under testing. 

India should also examine the
implications of the consolidation
and centralisation of Pakistan’s
nuclear command and control
structure. The NCA Act was
amended earlier this year to cre-
ate the post of Commander of the
National Strategic Command,
who will also advise the Com-
mander of the Defence Forces,
Field Marshal Syed Asim Munir. 

Taken together, Kidwai’s
remarks and other developments
presage a more assertive, even
intemperate behaviour by Pak-
istan. While reinforcing its own
deterrence capabilities, India
should pursue political engage-
ment with Pakistan that will cre-
ate an opportunity to make a bet-
ter assessment of the situation
and explore confidence-building
measures, even if they are of lim-
ited utility to begin with. 

The nuclear and conventional
balance is shifting in our region
and beyond. We need a better
compass to navigate a more
challenging security terrain.
Minimising the scope for mis-
perception and misinterpreta-
tion of each other’s intent is in
mutual interest.

The writer is former Chairman,
National Security Advisory Board

Pakistan steps up strategic rhetoric

India should examine
the implications of the

consolidation and
centralisation of

Pakistan’s nuclear
command and 

control structure.

SHYAM SARAN 
FORMER FOREIGN SECRETARY

India must respond to geopolitical shifts in the wake of Operation Sindoor 
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Campus horror
Schools can’t afford to let their guard down

T
HE brutal assault by an eight-year-old boy on
a six-year-old girl with special needs in a
Panchkula school is a shocker for all stake-
holders in the field of education. The incident
makes it amply clear that children’s safety on

the campus cannot be taken for granted. The Haryana
Education Department has suspended two teachers,
while the girl’s family has alleged that CCTV cameras
were left unmonitored, teachers were assigned other
duties and the principal had left before school hours end-
ed. These accusations against the school authorities must
be probed in a fair and transparent manner. The disturb-
ing case comes days after a Class-9 boy stabbed a girl in a
Pune school over a dispute regarding social media videos.

Schools cannot claim to provide safety simply
because cameras are installed or staff members are
appointed. Constant supervision, vigilance and prompt
intervention are essential, particularly when kids and
students with special needs are involved. The proposed
safety audit of schools across Haryana must result in
enforceable guidelines, regular inspections, adequate
staffing and operational surveillance systems. At the
same time, the accused (a Class-3 student) must be
treated in accordance with juvenile justice provisions.
Psychological assessment, counselling and an assess-
ment of his family and social environment are essential.
Punishment alone cannot address the underlying caus-
es of aggression and indiscipline among schoolchildren.

Parents expect schools to ensure a secure environ-
ment for their children. The Panchkula and Pune
episodes must serve as a wake-up call: no child should
have to fear for their safety inside or outside the class-
room. A school that cannot protect its students has
failed in its most fundamental duty.

Public hardship
Pollution curbs need practical alternatives

D
ELHI’s latest pollution-control restrictions
raise an important question of fairness:
should citizens who legally purchased vehi-
cles, maintained them responsibly and pos-
sess valid Pollution Under Control (PUC)

certificates be penalised for not owning newer models?
The November 1 restrictions barring non-BS-VI petrol
and diesel vehicles registered outside Delhi have
brought this dilemma into focus. Long queues at various
entry points to Delhi left commuters stranded for hours
as vehicles not meeting BS-VI emission standards were
turned back. The chaos hit thousands of people who com-
mute daily from Haryana and Uttar Pradesh for work,
education and business and from other states like Pun-
jab and Rajasthan for work or catching flights. 

A middle-class family that bought a BS-IV car in
good faith cannot be expected to replace a functioning
vehicle overnight merely because regulations have
changed. For two-wheeler users, small traders and dai-
ly-wage workers, the financial implications could be
even more severe. A valid PUC certificate does not guar-
antee entry into Delhi, exposing the gap between com-
pliance with existing rules and the new restrictions.
Vehicle replacement is not an easy choice for millions of
households. BS-VI cars and electric vehicles entail sub-
stantial expenditure, while loans, fuel costs and mainte-
nance already stretch family budgets. Restrictions that
overlook these realities risk making pollution control
appear punitive rather than participatory.

Before imposing such curbs, authorities must ensure
affordable and dependable alternatives. Better bus con-
nectivity from NCR towns, adequate Metro services and
last-mile transport should precede stringent restrictions.
A clear transition period and targeted relief for vulnera-
ble commuters also deserve consideration. Delhi cannot
clean its air by shifting the burden to neighbouring states
and their residents. Environmental protection must be
equitable and practical. Clean air is a right, not a privilege
reserved for those who can afford a new vehicle.

on this day...100 years ago

Sir O’Dwyer’s article
THOSE who imagined that with the publication of his book on
India, which in the judgment of most competent authorities
was the most audacious misrepresentation of the country in
our time and generation, Sir Michael O’Dwyer would rest on
his oars, and would not take any further trouble to benefit an
ungrateful nation were obviously mistaken. His is the higher
type of benevolence which moves independently of gratitude
or ingratitude in the receiver. That is why not a month, some-
times not a week, passes without his giving some tangible evi-
dence that his love for India is just as strong and active as it was
in the days when he made a famous speech in the Indian Leg-
islative Council for which he had to apologise, or in the still
more eventful days when he evolved a portentous rebellion out
of his imagination to give Punjab some idea of his strength and
the might of the government of which he was an agent. The lat-
est manifestation of his love is in the shape of an article in the
Edinburgh Review for October under the heading “Politics and
Religion in India today,” of which the Editor of the Review has
courteously sent an advanced proof to us, presumably at the
suggestion of Sir O’Dwyer himself. Every page, every para-
graph, every line of this article breathes that great, if somewhat
peculiar, love of India and that anxiety to serve her and help
her forward on the road to that noblest of all goals of national
endeavour, perpetual subjection, with which Sir O’Dwyer
made us so familiar during his administration in this province,
and especially its concluding part.

lahore,wednesday, november 3, 1926 

thought for the day

India needs more satellites
Refer to ‘Booster shot for satellite navigation’;
India's successful launch of NVS-03 marks a sig-
nificant step towards strengthening its indige-
nous navigation system, NavIC (Navigation
with Indian Constellation). The Kargil War high-
lighted the strategic risks of depending on for-
eign navigation systems, particularly when the
US reportedly declined India’s request for GPS-
related information during the conflict. Despite
setbacks caused by faulty imported atomic
clocks and the failure of NVS-02, ISRO has
made notable technological advances. NavIC
can boost national security and benefit fisher-
men, farmers and the aviation sector. However,
since one satellite cannot ensure reliability,
India must expand its constellation to 10-15
satellites to achieve strategic autonomy and a
robust navigation network.

CHANCHAL S MANN, UNA

Need inter-state rivers tribunal
Apropos of ‘Punjab must revisit its water ques-
tion’; in national interest, all inter-state rivers
need to be nationalised and managed by a
national council on the lines of the GST Coun-
cil. Political parties ought to work together to
undo the indecisiveness embedded in the Reor-
ganisation Act. Obsolete provisions must be
deleted for optimising national development
instead of settling political scores. The writer
aptly decries the stark contradiction between
“being strongly Punjabi and strongly Indian”.

LALIT BHARADWAJ, PANCHKULA 

Display factory emission levels 
Refer to ‘Enforce pollution norms fairly’; on
similar lines as AQI (air quality index) boards
set up at major junctions across cities, factory
emission levels in comparison with pre-
scribed norms should also be displayed.
Industrialisation does not necessarily mean
pollution, as factories can operate within
acceptable emission limits. Many heavily
industrialised countries have successfully
controlled pollution. The onus of preventing
pollution should fall on all stakeholders — fac-
tory owners, farmers and the public.

GINISH SHARMA, BHIWANI

Give equal monetary benefits 
Refer to ‘Unequal gains’; despite breaking
barriers in various sectors, women continue
to face persistent gender disparities. Under-
payment undermines the value of their
skills and efficiency.  Genuine recognition
demands tangible progress in fair remuner-
ation, equal pay, full access to institutional
benefits and equal opportunities. True gen-
der equality will remain an illusion until
women’s efforts are recognised through
monetary benefits and professional rewards
they rightfully deserve.

VIJAY LAXMI, AMRITSAR

Dignified standard of living
Refer to ‘Poverty reduction’; statistics alone
do not tell the whole story. India continues to
face serious challenges of malnutrition, child
stunting, unemployment, stagnant real wages
and widening wealth inequality. Crossing the
poverty line does not necessarily mean
achieving economic security or a dignified
standard of living. Credit for progress must
also be shared across successive governments
rather than claimed exclusively by any one
political dispensation. The real measure of
development is not merely how many people
escape extreme poverty, but how many
achieve decent employment, adequate nutri-
tion and lasting economic security.

ADARSH KAUL, PATIALA

People’s voice growing louder 
The massive public gathering at Delhi’s
Ramlila Maidan on the call of the Congress
party and INDIA bloc members shows that
the voice of the people is much louder than
the voice of political leaders in Parliament.
When Parliament becomes a cage, democ-
racy fights for itself in the street. Ramlila
Maidan is not asking for a new party,  it is
asking for the restoration of trust. Not
because the Opposition says so, but
because people are asking for it. Democra-
cy runs on vote; not on deletion of votes. It
runs on people’s voice, not on govern-
ment’s voice in a muted Parliament. 

CAPT AMAR JEET (RETD), KHARAR

Letters to the Editor, typed in double space, should not exceed the 200-word limit. 
These should be cogently written and can be sent by e-mail to: Letters@tribunemail.com

letters to the editor

Gopal Krishan Sharma

RECENTLY, I boarded a long-route bus while travelling
from my native village Aloh in Kangra district to
Solan. The bus had designated stops for picking up

and dropping off passengers. The driver scrupulously stuck
to the schedule. However, when he saw some students of a
government school standing by the roadside and waving to
him, he stopped the bus and allowed them to board. They
were also dropped at places other than the prescribed
points. Such thoughtfulness for schoolchildren brought
back memories of my school days in the late 1970s.

I was a Class-IX student at Government High School,
Hatli. The campus was about 8 km from my home. The con-
necting road was unpaved, and the bus service operated for
barely six months in a year.

My family faced a financial crunch, and even the daily bus
fare was difficult to afford. In those days, student bus conces-
sion passes were issued through the regional manager’s
office at the district headquarters, which was over 40 km
from my native village. Travelling to that office and bearing
the expenses involved in obtaining the pass would have cost
us more than the benefit it offered. Therefore, we did not
make any attempt to obtain it.

When we needed to reach school early in the morning, we
sometimes travelled by a bus plying between Tutroo and
Una. One of its drivers, Gian Singh, was very considerate
towards us. He allowed us to board the bus and instructed
the conductor not to charge us for the ride.

One day, however, the conductor issued tickets to us.
When Gian Singh came to know about it, he stopped the
bus and confronted the conductor. He refused to drive any
further until the money was returned to us. Taking a firm
stand, he put his own job at stake to help schoolchildren
who could barely afford their bus fare.

The considerable distance to the school, the bad road and
the erratic bus service made our daily commute difficult, but
the driver’s support and cooperation made things a bit easi-
er for us. We will always remain indebted to him.

Buses have prescribed routes and stops. However, making
allowances for schoolchildren, particularly in rural areas, can
make a big difference. For many kids, public transport is the
only available means of reaching school.

Children are the future of the country, and ensuring their
access to education is a collective responsibility. Perhaps bus-
es should carry a message for drivers and passengers alike: “A
Small Stop for You, A Big Step Towards Their Education.”

The writer is ex-Asst Registrar, Maharaja Agrasen University, Baddi

A thoughtful gesture
for school kids

QUID PRO QUO PLUS : Lt Gen Khalid Ahmed Kidwai (right), Adviser to Pakistan’s Nuclear Command Authority, 
has spelt out his country’s retaliatory policy. FACEBOOK/STRATEGIC VISION INSTITUTE ISLAMABAD

Our nuclear weapons are meant purely as a deterrent against nuclear adventure by an adversary.— Atal Bihari Vajpayee
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Myth of migrants and politics in Punjab

M
IGRATION
is a human
urge driven
by the pur-
suit of oppor-

tunities and ambitions. It has
always been part of human
history, and it is difficult for
anyone to claim that their
ancestors have lived in the
exact place where they live
today. Yet migration is also
marked by paradoxes, as
migrants' positionalities —
regional, religious, caste-
based and, of course, class-
based — are frequently
questioned. Anti-migrant
sentiment is widespread
across the world, often aris-
ing from the misgovernance
of particular regions, yet the
blame for the resulting
problems is frequently
placed on migrants.

To examine these claims, we
investigated 15 villages and 30
urban wards across three dis-
tricts of Punjab, selected
because of their substantial
migrant populations and the
prevalence of such cases.

Accounts from two villages
reveal a more disturbing reali-
ty. At Dagana Khurd village in
Hoshiarpur district, where a
migrant woman serves as the
sarpanch, she is reportedly the

only migrant in the entire vil-
lage. Upon inquiry, we found
that her own house is in the
city and that her Aadhaar card
was issued using a 'care of'
address in the village. She is
the de jure sarpanch as the seat
was reserved for SC women. 

However, the village's Jat
leaders fielded their housemaid
as the candidate, sidelining a
local Dalit woman who was also
a candidate. This is her second
term, yet she has not been giv-
en any real authority. Instead, a
Jat panchayat member acts as
the de facto sarpanch and
keeps the bank passbook,
muster rolls and official stamp
in her possession. The elected
sarpanch is not involved in vil-
lage development pro-
grammes or informed about
meetings; she is reportedly
misinformed deliberately.

A similar story emerges from
Raowali village in Jalandhar
district, where the sarpanch's
seat was reserved for an SC
candidate. A Jat landowner
allegedly fielded his siri (bond-
ed labourer) as a dummy candi-
date. Here, too, this Jat family
has long dominated village pol-
itics, holding the sarpanch's
position across multiple terms
and exercising considerable
influence over the selection of
successive sarpanches. 

The local SC candidate who
contested against the migrant
sarpanch filed a complaint with
the Deputy Commissioner and
the matter is before the Punjab
and Haryana High Court. She
has alleged that the Jat family
arranged a fake SC certificate
for the migrant sarpanch and

he made a certificate of 'Adh-
Dharmi' — a caste which is not
there in the SC list of Chhattish-
garh, her native state.

These two cases reveal that
the issue is not simply about
migrants. Rather, it concerns
caste hegemony, which has
enabled migrants to become
sarpanches under circum-
stances that undermine the
representation of local Dalits.
These cases also explain how
the Jat dominant caste (Jats)
perceive Dalits as difficult to
control and view migrants as
potential new subordinates. 

This dynamic is also evident
in agricultural labour relations
and wage negotiations in vil-
lages where village Dalits are
choosing not to work for local
landowners and migrant
labourers are replacing the tra-
ditional siri-pali system of
farm labour, associated with
relations of dependence and, in
some cases, bonded labour. 

These cases highlight the
exclusion of marginalised com-
munities and the hollowing out
of their political representation
at the village level.

Another popular misconcep-
tion is that all migrants in Pun-
jab are 'bhaiyas', meaning peo-
ple from eastern Uttar Pradesh
or Bihar. Our research found
that people from across India
migrate to Punjab for work.
Jalandhar has a neighbour-
hood known as Qazi Mandi,
referred to as a 'Madrasi
mohalla', with a councillor of
Tamil origin for a long time.
There is also a Marathi Mohal-
la where migrants from Maha-
rashtra, many of them Dalits
belonging to the Mahar Bud-
dhist community, reside. 

While some migrant commu-
nities experience varying
degrees of residential segrega-
tion and ghettoisation, many
maintain good relations with
Punjabis. Some have even

established matrimonial ties
with local families. 

Similarly, substantial num-
bers of migrants come from
West Bengal, Himachal
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Nepal,
Rajasthan, Haryana, Madhya
Pradesh, Gujarat, Chhattis-
garh, western UP and J&K.
But migrants from eastern UP
and Bihar constitute the
largest migrant groups.

Another misconception is
that migrants in Punjab are pri-
marily associated with the BJP.
While the BJP has made
greater efforts to engage with
these communities through its
Hindi-Hindu-Hindustan politi-
cal framework, migrants' polit-
ical ambitions and affiliations
are not limited to the BJP. 

Notably, Punjab's first
Migrant Welfare Board was
established by the then CM,
Parkash Singh Badal, and some
of the earlier municipal council-
lors from migrant backgrounds
were elected with SAD support.
The Badals have maintained
relations with migrant leaders.
These community leaders are
commonly known as pardhans
— unelected local leaders who
represent particular mohallas.
Many such pardhans are also
associated with the Congress,
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
and the left parties, holding
positions within their respective
party organisations.

In some cities, migrants
contest municipal council
elections, but they tend to win
only in areas where migrant
communities constitute a
numerical majority.

Not surprisingly, migrants in

Punjab also maintain con-
nections with political parties
in their states of origin. The
Lok Janshakti Party (Ram
Vilas) has an active presence
in some urban areas of Pun-
jab and its candidates have
contested elections. Migrants
have also contested elections
under the  RJD and the
JD (U) banners. 

Ludhiana has also seen the
emergence of a party called the
Purvanchal Vikas Party,
though it is currently inactive.

As Punjab approaches the
2027 elections, the question of
migrant voters is becoming
important for political parties.
Concerns raised by Punjabis
about resources and gover-
nance cannot simply be dis-
missed. Punjab is grappling
with agrarian and rural dis-
tress, environmental degrada-
tion, cultural shifts, a political
vacuum and misgovernance.
At the same time, migrants are
equally entitled to rights, digni-
ty and political participation. 

Everyone we spoke to during
our research agreed that no
major economic sector in Pun-
jab could function without
migrant labour, including agri-
culture, industry, construction
and street vending. Given the
interests and concerns of both
local residents and migrant
communities, there is a need for
policies developed through con-
sultation with all stakeholders.
This will address local concerns
without scapegoating migrants
to ensure that their rights and
dignity are protected.

For full article, go to 
www.tribuneindia.com/opinion

Dagana Khurd
village’s Jat leaders

fielded their
housemaid as the

candidate,
sidelining a local

Dalit woman who
was also 

a candidate. 

INDISPENSABLE : No major economic sector in Punjab can function without migrant labour. FILE PHOTO

K
ERALAM Chief Minis-
ter VD Satheesan
stirred a controversy
recently when he
called for a campaign

against unnecessary angioplasty.
He alleged that financial incen-
tives, including commissions,
could influence decisions to per-
form the procedure. The Indian
Medical Association's state chap-
ter objected that such generalisa-
tions could undermine public
trust in doctors. A Kozhikode
Medical College cardiologist sup-
ported his concern.   

Both sides have a point. Emer-
gency angioplasty during a heart
attack saves lives and public distrust
must never delay treatment. Anyone
experiencing possible heart attack
symptoms should seek emergency
hospital care immediately. But what
about angioplasty performed and
stents inserted on patients whose
heart disease is stable?  

The concern about unnecessary
procedures is neither imaginary
nor confined to India. Science
offers answers about when angio-
plasty helps. Consider a patient
undergoing a routine examina-
tion who is told: "You have 70 per
cent blockage in a coronary artery.
We must insert a stent immediate-

ly." The patient, understandably
frightened, agrees. But does the
narrowing itself justify interven-
tion? Not necessarily.  

Opening a narrowed artery can
improve blood flow, but it does not
automatically prevent a future
heart attack or extend life. There
is, however, an essential qualifica-
tion. These trials concern stable
coronary disease, not heart
attacks or unstable angina. Impor-
tant exclusions included signifi-
cant left-main disease, severely
impaired pumping function and
unacceptable chest pain. These
exceptions matter. 

Angioplasty, however, has some
role in relieving persistent angina.
The angioplasty should be recog-
nised as distinct process of bypass
surgery, which offers survival

benefits for selected patients,
including some with complex
multivessel disease, diabetes or
impaired heart function.  

The message is not that stents are
useless. It is that in stable disease,
medication, lifestyle modification and
careful clinical assessment should
generally precede intervention, which
are needed in smaller proportion.  

Another widespread misunder-
standing concerns the relation-
ship between arterial blockage
and heart attack risk. The degree
of narrowing does not directly pre-
dict where the next heart attack
will occur. Protecting overall car-
diovascular health matters more
than mechanically correcting
every visible narrowing. 

Also, popularity of coronary
artery calcium (CAC) is growing.
This CT scan measures calcified
plaque to help estimate future car-
diovascular risk. A zero score gen-
erally indicates lower risk, but
does not exclude disease. Higher
scores may strengthen the case
for preventive measures, includ-
ing cholesterol and blood pressure
control, exercise and healthier
diets. They do not automatically
justify angiography or stenting. 

CAC scoring’s interpretation
varies with age, symptoms and
existing treatment; statins can
also increase plaque calcification
without necessarily increasing
danger. It is not recommended for
people younger than 30 and older
than 70 years. Commercial heart-
health packages may then turn a
risk assessment into a cascade of
investigations, anxiety and
unnecessary interventions, with
little clinical benefit. 

For full article, go to 
www.tribuneindia.com/opinion
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Angioplasty saves lives
during heart attacks,

but in stable heart
disease, medicines and
lifestyle changes often

work just as well. 

Stent not for every blocked artery 

F
OR decades, the stan-
dard response of policy-
makers to catastrophic
mountain disasters has
followed a familiar pat-

tern. An unprecedented flashflood
or hillside collapse strikes an
inhabited valley, emergency teams
are sent in, compensation is paid,
and committees are appointed to
examine the geology. Once the silt
has settled and national attention
has moved on, the heavy machin-
ery returns to the slopes, cutting
deeper tunnels and pouring more
concrete into narrow gorges. 

This year has shown how costly
that cycle has become. Between
June and early September, the
monsoon left 261 people dead in
Himachal Pradesh in rain-related
disasters and road accidents,
with damage estimated at Rs
1,202 crore. In late August, a gla-
cier-linked debris flow tore
through Nepal's Bhote Koshi val-
ley, damaging a key highway to
China and the Rasuwagadhi bor-
der post, according to prelimi-
nary reports. The approach is no
longer merely careless; it has
become unsustainable.

The scientific position is clear.
Asia is warming at twice the global
average, and in the high
Himalayas that warming is turn-
ing the permafrost that once held

the rock together into loose, unsta-
ble material. When surface melt-
water cuts vertical shafts through
glaciers, it gathers at the bedrock,
lubricating large ice masses and
sending them crashing into con-
fined river canyons. No retaining
wall that human engineering can
construct is strong enough to hold
back an entire mountainside once
its thermal foundation has failed. 

Treating high-altitude ecosys-
tems as mechanical corridors for
electricity transmission ignores
the basic fact that a broken moun-
tain cannot be repaired by a corpo-
rate balance sheet. Stopping mega-
dams alone will not stabilise the
Himalayas if policy continues to
overlook the demand side of the
mountain economy. 

A fair objection is that hill states

themselves often champion these
projects. Hydropower royalties and
tourism are among the few large
sources of income they have, and
elected governments in Shimla
and Dehradun cannot be expected
to give them up for nothing. 

That is precisely the point. As
long as destruction pays and con-
servation does not, the incentives
will keep pointing towards the
next tunnel and the next hotel.

If the Himalayan belt is not to
become an uninhabitable hazard
zone, governance must move
beyond engineering prohibitions
and establish genuine ecological
federalism. Mountain states cannot
simply be told to stop development
while being left without a workable
fiscal alternative. The Finance
Commission gives forest cover a
10% weight in tax devolution, and
the 16th Finance Commission has
kept that weight while rewarding
states that expand their forests. But
the formula still largely rewards
standing forest, and Uttarakhand,
whose cover dipped slightly,
receives nothing from the new per-
formance pool. 

The Union government should
go further and create a dedicated
ecological services dividend, chan-
nelled through Finance Commis-
sion allocations, that compensates
hill regions for maintaining their
forests, glacial reserves and river
catchments for the benefit of the
rest of the subcontinent. Once
mountain states receive steady
public revenue for ecological con-
servation rather than resource
extraction, the administrative
incentive to approve dangerous
projects will weaken.

For full article, go to 
www.tribuneindia.com/opinion

No retaining wall is
strong enough to hold

back an entire
mountainside once its

thermal foundation 
has failed.

Hill states don’t need concrete
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ACROSS
1 Uprising (6)
4 To a certain extent (2,1,5)
9 Swamp (6)
10 Vulgarity (3,5)
12 Raised platform (4)
13 Raid (5)
14 Fiasco (4)
17 Noble (12)
20 With total devotion (5,3,4)
23 Genuine (4)
24 Large stringed 

instrument (5)
25 Cunning (4)
28 Put up with (8)
29 Deep blue (6)
30 Obliquely (8)
31 Ill humour (6)

DOWN
1 Designed to cure (8)
2 Eastern US state (8)
3 Hit with whip (4)
5 Twin Canadian-US cities

(7,5)
6 Locate (4)
7 Lie snugly (6)
8 Freed from liability (6)
11 Simultaneously (12)
15 Give expression to (5)
16 A language of India (5)
18 Absolutely convinced (8)
19 Minimise importance of (4,4)
21 Free of charge (6)
22 Legendary (6)
26 Forehead (4)
27 Speak sharply (4)

Yesterday’s Solution
Across: 1 Crawl, 4 Careful, 8 Asp, 9 Chauffeur, 10 Chablis, 11 Alike,
13 Resume, 15 Unfair, 18 Salon, 19 Acclaim, 21 Rigmarole, 23 War,
24 Engrave, 25 Maybe.

Down: 1 Chaucer, 2 Appraisal, 3 Local, 4 Clause, 5 Refrain, 6 Fee, 7
Large, 12 In a bad way, 14 Montana, 16 Remorse, 17 Parole, 18 Surge,
20 Cream, 22 Gag.

NOVEMBER 3, 2026, TUESDAY    
■ Shaka Samvat 1948

■ Kartik Shaka 12

■ Kartik Parvishte 18

■ Hijari 1448

■ Krishna Paksha Tithi 9, up to 11:55 am

■ Shukla Yoga up to 9:54 am

■ Magha Nakshatra up to 3:27 am

■ Moon in Leo sign 

■ Gandmoola up to 3:27 am

calendar

YESTERDAY’S SOLUTION

forecastsu do ku quick crossword

V.HARD

5 4 8 1 6 2 9 3 7

6 9 1 3 8 7 2 5 4

7 3 2 5 4 9 6 8 1

9 5 6 4 3 1 7 2 8

4 1 3 7 2 8 5 9 6

2 8 7 6 9 5 4 1 3

8 6 9 2 7 3 1 4 5

3 7 5 9 1 4 8 6 2

1 2 4 8 5 6 3 7 9

9 1 3
4 7

8 9 4
3 8 7

4 2 9
4 1 9
3 5 6

4 8
2 4 6

CITY MAX MIN
Chandigarh 31 16
New Delhi 29 16
Amritsar 29 16
Bathinda 32 14
Jalandhar 29 15
Ludhiana 30 15
Bhiwani 31 15
Hisar 31 17
Sirsa 30 17
Dharamsala 26 14
Manali 21 05
Shimla 21 12
Srinagar 19 05
Jammu 27 17

Kargil 15 --01
Leh 11 --03

Dehradun 29 16
Mussoorie 23 12

SUNSET: TUESDAY 17:34 HRS
SUNRISE: WEDNESDAY 06:38 HRS

TEMPERATURE IN OC



AI  in  public  service 

Decolonization  and  the  geopolitics  of  legitimacy
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Incorporating and directly descended from 
the Friends of India -founded 1818

The INDIA bloc’s rally at Delhi’s Ramlila Maidan on 
November 1 was more than a protest demanding Chief 
Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar’s resignation. 
It was an attempt to turn the controversy over electoral-roll 

revision into a national political issue and demonstrate that 
opposition parties could mobilise together. The BJP’s 
counter-demonstration showed that it, too, understood the 
importance of controlling the day’s political narrative. 

The presence of Rahul Gandhi, Sonia Gandhi, Mallikarjun 
Kharge, Mamata Banerjee, Akhilesh Yadav and other opposition 
leaders lent the gathering considerable political weight. Their 
unity should not be underestimated. The INDIA bloc comprises 
parties with competing interests, particularly in states where 
they contest against one another. Sharing a platform does not 
resolve those differences, but it demonstrates that a common 
grievance can temporarily overcome them. Whether that cooperation 
survives the immediate controversy remains uncertain. 

The turnout gave the protest a significance that extended 
beyond the leaders on the platform. Ramlila Maidan was packed 
with people, while tens of thousands of other enthusiasts, including 
Delhi residents and visitors from neighbouring states, thronged 
the capital’s streets and the approach roads to the venue. Many 
could not enter the overcrowded ground and had to remain 
outside. The gathering’s scale demonstrated a capacity for 
mobilisation that the opposition will hope to translate into wider 
public engagement.  

Numbers alone, however, cannot establish how far the protest’s 
message resonates beyond those who attended. The dispute 
concerns the Special Intensive Revision of electoral rolls, which 
has resulted in more than 130 million names being removed from 
draft lists. The Election Commission says the exercise is intended 
to eliminate duplicate entries and the names of deceased, relocated 
or otherwise ineligible voters. The opposition fears that eligible 
citizens may also be excluded and alleges that the process could 
benefit the BJP. 

The scale of the exercise demands transparent procedures, 
accessible appeals and credible explanations. Reports of 
disagreements among election commissioners over aspects of 
the revision have added to public concern. The Commission 
cannot restore confidence merely by asserting that its processes 
are sound; it must demonstrate that errors can be identified and 
corrected. The BJP sought to redirect attention by organising a 
march invoking the 1984 anti-Sikh violence and demanding an 
apology from the Congress. The victims’ suffering and the demand 
for justice remain legitimate subjects of public scrutiny. But 
Congress’s historical responsibility and the present controversy 
over electoral rolls are separate questions. Remembering one 
injustice does not settle another. 

The opposition’s opportunity lies in converting mobilisation 
into sustained scrutiny, documenting wrongful exclusions and 
demanding remedies. The Election Commission, meanwhile, 
must show that every eligible citizen’s right to vote is protected. 
Sunday’s contest produced no conclusive victor. The INDIA bloc 
demonstrated its capacity to unite; the BJP showed that it would 
contest the narrative. The decisive test will be whether the political 
spectacle leads to verifiable answers. Electoral confidence cannot 
be secured by competing rallies or slogans. It depends on 
institutions that can explain their decisions, correct their mistakes 
and command public trust.

A citizen visits an office to ask about 
a pension. She carries her papers 
in a plastic folder. She has made 
the journey before. One document 

is missing. She is told to come again. This is 
not a failure of technology at all. It’s a failure 
of a system that simply isn’t designed to be 
easy to reach. Public service is all about the 
small things really. A form you understand. 
A call you return. A file you find. A problem 
you take seriously. They don’t make the 
news. But they’re what actually make up 
the experience of the state. Artificial intelligence 
may help us improve these encounters. It 
can sort information, translate languages, 
identify patterns, and reduce repetitive work. 
It can help public systems see needs sooner 
and respond faster.  

But technology cannot decide what good 
public service means. We must decide that 
first. AI’s possible uses in India are wide. In 
health, it could help organise records, flag 
risks for a doctor to review and guide patients 
towards the right service. In agriculture, it 
could bring local crop advice and pest or 
weather alerts closer to farmers. In education, 
it could help teachers prepare learning 
material and identify where students may 
need support. 

It could make welfare schemes easier to 
navigate. It could help a person understand 
what documents are needed, check an 
application’s progress or find the right office 
for a grievance. In courts and government 
departments, it could organise records and 
help staff manage voluminous files.  

In cities, it could help plan transport and 
maintenance. In disaster response, it could 
help bring together information about 
weather, roads and vulnerable communities. 
These are not promises of a machine that 
can replace a doctor, teacher, field officer or 
public servant. They are possibilities for 
helping people who already carry too  
much work. 

The distinction matters. A system that 
helps a health worker find a relevant record 
can be useful. A system that makes a diagnosis 
without proper clinical oversight is a different 
proposition. An AI tool may help sort 
applications. It should not quietly become 
the final authority on who deserves support. 

There is another risk. People may begin 
to treat a computer-generated answer as 
neutral simply because it looks precise. An 
official who sees a risk score or eligibility 
flag may defer to it, even when the underlying 
information is incomplete. Human oversight 
must therefore mean more than a person 
being present in the process. That person 
needs the authority, time and information 
to question the system. India does not need 
thousands of isolated experiments that 
cannot speak to one another. We need useful 
capabilities that can travel across departments 
and states, while still adapting to local needs. 

Language is one place to begin. A person 

should be able to ask a question about a 
public service in the language they use at 
home, by voice if necessary, and receive an 
answer they can understand. A frontline 
worker should be able to translate a notice, 
find guidance or prepare a routine response 
without spending hours on it. 

There is value, too, in helping the state 
anticipate rather than only react. Earlier 
warnings about a disease outbreak, a pest 
attack or a flood can matter more than a 
faster report after the damage is done. 
Better forecasting can help officials 
prepare staff, medicines, supplies and 
relief. The government has reported 
identifying 762 AI problem statements 
across 62 ministries and departments. 
That is a striking measure of interest. It 
also raises a more important question: 
which of these problems should AI 
actually solve, and how will we know if 
people are better served as a result? 

The first test should be simple. Does 
the tool reduce a person’s effort? Does it 
help a public servant do their work better? 
Does it make a service more reliable? If 
it only produces a new dashboard, or 
shifts the burden from one office to the 
citizen, it has not solved the problem. 

The greatest gains may come from 
shared tools for translation, routine 
queries, document sorting and early warnings. 
These can support many services at once. 
But sharing a tool should not mean using 
the same design everywhere.  

A model that works in a city hospital may 
need different testing before it is used in a 
rural clinic. National scale should make 
useful services easier to extend; it should 
not erase local differences. 

AI depends on information. Public 
information is often scattered across offices, 
held in different formats or missing important 
details. A system trained on poor records 
may produce a confident answer that is still 
wrong. Data is not a neutral mirror of society. 
It can carry the gaps and assumptions of 
the systems that created it. 

If some communities are less likely to 
appear in official records, an AI system may 
learn less about their needs. If past decisions 
reflect unequal treatment, a model can 
repeat those patterns while making them 
harder to see. Testing should ask not only 
whether a tool works overall, but also whether 
it works for people across regions, languages 
and social groups. 

India’s scale is also its challenge. A tool 
that works in a city may fail in a rural district. 
An interface designed for a smartphone 
may not help someone without reliable 
internet access. A model that understands 
standard Hindi or English may misunderstand 
a dialect, a name or a local expression. 

There are practical barriers inside government 

as well. Departments need staff who can 
assess new tools, manage contracts and 
notice when a system is failing. They need 
budgets for maintenance and training, not 
only the initial launch. If every department 
depends on a different vendor, government 
may struggle to compare systems, fix errors 
or move to a better provider. 

Contracts matter because public agencies 
may not be able to inspect a system built by 
a private vendor. They should know what 

data a tool uses, what it is 
designed to do, how its 
performance will be checked 
and how it can be corrected 
or replaced. Public responsibility 
cannot disappear into a 
vendor agreement.  

There is also the risk of 
treating AI as a shortcut for 
deeper administrative problems. 
A model cannot repair an 
unclear process, a vacant 
post or a grievance system 
that does not respond. It can 
even make a bad process 
harder to question by hiding 
it behind a technical answer. 
And when a system is wrong, 
the person affected may not 
know where to turn. A family 

wrongly marked ineligible for a benefit 
cannot be comforted by being told that the 
software made the decision. India has taken 
steps to set the rules for data use and AI.  

The Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 
2023, and the DPDP Rules, 2025, establish 
a framework for digital personal data. MeitY’s 
India AI Governance Guidelines, released 
in November 2025, set out principles and 
recommendations for responsible AI, while 
calling for a review of regulatory gaps and 
legal changes where needed. These are 
important steps.  

But data protection alone cannot answer 
every question raised when an AI system 
influences a public decision. Nor does a 
general set of principles, by itself, tell each 
department what it must disclose, test or 
do when a system harms someone. If a 
person’s access to a benefit, a licence or an 
essential service is affected, will they be 
told that AI played a role? Can they understand 
the reasons? Can they correct the information 
behind the decision? Can they speak to a 
human being with authority to review it?  

And if harm occurs, who is answerable: 
the department that used the tool, the vendor 
that built it, or the official who relied on its 
output? These questions cannot be left to a 
contract or a help page. They concern fairness, 
dignity and the basic relationship between 
a citizen and the state. Rules for procurement 
should require public bodies to know what 
systems they are buying, what data they 

use and how their performance is checked. 
High-impact uses should face stronger testing 
and independent review. People need a clear 
route to challenge mistakes.  

A useful way forward may be a common 
set of safeguards across government, with 
additional rules for sectors where the risks 
are different. A system used to translate a 
public notice does not raise the same concerns 
as one used to influence access to welfare, 
policing or healthcare. The law and oversight 
should reflect that difference. The difficult 
question is how to make responsibility and 
remedies clear when several actors - department, 
developer, data provider and official - have 
shaped the result. 

The best way to bring AI into public 
service is to begin with the problem, not the 
technology. Ask citizens and frontline workers 
what makes a service difficult to access. 
Test a tool in the settings where it will 
actually be used. Include people who speak 
different languages and have different levels 
of digital access. Measure whether the tool 
reduces delays and wrongful exclusions, 
not just how many tasks it completes. 

Other governments have made some of 
these checks part of the process. Canada 
requires departments to assess the likely 
impact of automated decision systems before 
they are put into production, publish the 
assessment and monitor outcomes. The 
UK’s Algorithmic Transparency Recording 
Standard gives public bodies a common 
format to explain what algorithmic tools 
they use and why.  

Under the EU AI Act, certain public bodies 
deploying high-risk AI systems must assess 
potential effects on people’s fundamental 
rights before use. These practices offer India 
practical ideas: assess risks early, make 
public use visible and review high-impact 
systems before and after deployment. 

Some uses can be introduced more widely, 
such as translation, record organisation and 
routine service information. Other uses 
require much greater care, especially where 
the outcome can affect a person’s rights, 
livelihood or access to support. In those 
cases, an official must remain responsible 
and the decision must be open to review. 

AI should strengthen the public servant’s 
ability to serve. It should not become a wall 
between the citizen and the person responsible 
for helping them. The citizen with the folder 
of papers should not have to understand 
artificial intelligence. She should be able to 
ask a question, receive a clear answer and 
know what to do next.   

If the system gets something wrong, she 
should be able to correct it. That is the 
promise worth pursuing. Not a state that 
uses AI everywhere, but one that listens 
better, responds sooner and remains answerable 
to the people it serves.

When the United Nations was 
founded in 1945, the global 
map was dominated by the 
sprawling colors of imperial 

rule. Dozens of territories remained subjugated, 
stripped of self-governance and integrated 
into extractive metropolitan economies.  In 
response to this systemic marginalization, 
the UN established a clear moral, political, 
and legal imperative: decolonization. Through 
historic milestones such as UN General 
Assembly Resolution 1514 (XV) of 1960 ~ 
the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and 

Peoples ~ a sweeping wave of self- determination 
reshaped the geopolitical landscape, 
dismantling classical empires and birthing 
scores of newly sovereign states. 
Yet, as critical scholars of 
international relations and 
postcolonial theory frequently 
argue, history is rarely linear or 
neatly concluded.  The legal 
termination of formal colonial 
administration did not 
automatically erase the deep structural 
inequalities, epistemological hierarchies, 
and geopolitical contestations embedded 

within the international system. Today, the 
remnants of that historical architecture have 
narrowed to 17 territories remaining on the 

Non-Self-Governing Territories (NSGT) 
list under the purview of the UN Special 
Political and Decolonization Committee 
(Fourth Committee). I recently 
participated in the Fourth Committee 
session as a petitioner at UN Headquarters 
in New York. The proceedings once 
again underscored the profound 

complexities of territorial disputes while 
offering a sobering lesson in the fragility of 
procedural discipline and multilateral norms.  

The Federal Reserve’s decision to leave interest rates 
unchanged exposes the dilemma confronting the US 
economy: inflation remains uncomfortably high, yet 
further monetary tightening could weaken growth and 

employment. With midterm elections approaching, the stakes 
extend beyond economic management. The cost of living, 
borrowing costs and public perceptions of economic competence 
have become inseparable from the political fortunes of the 
administration. The decision to maintain the federal funds rate 
at 3.75-4 per cent does not signal that the battle against inflation 
has been won. Rather, it reflects uncertainty about how much 
additional restraint the economy requires. After raising rates in 
September for the first time in three years, the Fed is waiting to 
assess the effects before deciding whether another increase is 
necessary. Monetary policy operates with a lag: changes in 
borrowing costs take time to influence consumption, investment, 
employment and prices. 

The difficulty is that neither course is without risk. Raising 
rates could suppress demand, make mortgages and business 
loans more expensive, and discourage investment. Holding rates 
steady for too long, however, could allow inflationary pressures 
to become entrenched. Households already struggling with 
elevated prices would then face the prospect of a prolonged 
squeeze on purchasing power. A premature reduction in rates 
might provide temporary relief to borrowers but ultimately require 
more aggressive action if inflation surges. The disagreement 
within the Federal Open Market Committee underlines the 
uncertainty. Two of its 12 members favoured another increase, 
suggesting that some policymakers believe the danger of persistent 
inflation outweighs the risks of additional tightening. Their 
position cannot simply be dismissed as excessive caution. Equally, 
the majority's preference for a pause reflects the need to avoid 
tightening monetary conditions beyond what is necessary. 

 The political calendar makes the decision particularly sensitive. 
President Donald Trump has a direct interest in economic 
conditions shaping voters' choices in the midterm elections. High 
prices can erode public confidence even when inflation is slowing, 
because disinflation means prices are rising more slowly, not that 
they are returning to earlier levels. Lower interest rates would 
ease some borrowing costs, but they would not reverse the 
accumulated increase in the cost of living. 

 This creates an institutional test for the Fed. Its credibility 
depends on making decisions according to its economic objectives 
rather than the administration's electoral interests. Political 
pressure for cheaper credit cannot eliminate the underlying 
causes of inflation, just as higher rates cannot resolve every 
supply-side constraint or structural weakness in the economy. 

 The Fed has therefore chosen caution, not certainty. Its next 
move will depend on whether incoming data demonstrate that 
inflation is easing sustainably without an unacceptable loss of 
economic momentum. Neither another increase nor an eventual 
reduction should be ruled out. The real test is whether the central 
bank can restore price stability without inflicting unnecessary 
economic damage. With inflation still unresolved, political demands 
for immediate relief cannot substitute for that judgement.

Optics  and  substance

Monetary  tightrope 

AI should strengthen the public 
servant’s ability to serve. It 
should not become a wall 
between the citizen and the 
person responsible for helping 
them. The citizen with the folder 
of papers should not have to 
understand artificial 
intelligence. She should be able to 
ask a question, receive a clear 
answer and know what to do next
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In fond Memory of Anjali Bose, who 
left us for her heavenly abode on 03-11-2021. 
Her presence in our lives was full of 
enjoyment, experience and respect for 
dignity and values. Her absence felt in 
every passing moment. Remembered 
with love by Bulu, Bachchu, Jhuma, 
Seshadri, Jaideep, Asmita, Tupur, Indranuj, 
Pikai, Arka, Jayatri, Antu, Dolly, Gadai, 
Shibani, Saibal, Sumana, Ipsita, Amit, 
Simanti, Soubhik, Chhaya, Mou, Anu, 
Shampa, Bapan, Rita, Kurchi, Rina, 
Tapati and a host of relatives and friends. 

PERSONAL

A lesson 
 
Sir ,Apropos the report ‘MLC poll  

results show mixed verdict, Cong draws a 
blank’ published today, these results  
reflect a significant and compelling shift in 
voter dynamics. The wipeout of the ruling 
Congress in Karnataka’s Legislative Council 
polls highlights growing anti-incumbency 
and discontent among educated voters, 
teachers, and graduates.  

Securing zero seats in a state where it 
holds power should serve as a strong 
wake-up call for the party leadership to 
re-evaluate its governance and poll strategies.   

On the other hand, the BJP’s defeat in 
Varanasi ~ the Prime Minister’s parliamentary 
constituency ~ demonstrates that traditional 
strongholds can no longer be taken for 

granted. Local voter expectations and 
grassroots issues are increasingly taking 
precedence over national party rhetoric. 

Together, these contrasting outcomes 
prove that Indian voters prioritize accountability 
and performance over political dominance. 
Political parties must take these council 
verdicts seriously and realign their priorities 
to address local public concerns effectively. 

Yours, etc., Sanjay Chopra, 
Mohali, 29 October. 

 

51st state 
Sir, Donald Trump mooted Venezuela 

as the 51st US state at a rally yesterday: a  
notion drawn from old imperial instincts. 
Canada was offered the same choice and 
Greenland was worth acquiring, even by 

force. Kings and emperors of yore conquered 
for territory, treasure and glory. Most of 
them would destroy, few could build. 

 America itself is no stranger to territorial 
acquisition. It bought Louisiana from France, 
Florida from Spain and Alaska from Russia 
in the 1800s. Texas joined through annexation, 
while much of the Southwest came through 
war and ceding of territory by Mexico. 
Expansionism is etched in American history. 

  In this emancipated age, when climate 
change respects no borders and AI threatens 
to redraw the human equilibrium, the vitally 
needed strategy for global well being is 
being mislaid on redrawing maps. The next 
frontier for true progress is not Mars but 
the hunt for real estate among sovereign 
earth nations. 

A merger here, an acquisition there, a 

hostile takeover ~ 
the language of 
corporate boardrooms 
is acquiring  imperial 
tones. The world’s 
dire challenges today 
call for a coalition 
of differences, not 
blind hegemony over 
consolidation of territory.  

But in this new age of hubris and runaway 
ambitions, the travesty of greatness would 
lie in how much of the globe one alone can 
claim, while the planet itself struggles for 
survival. The world desperately needs 
leaders with sagacity and vision, not abject 
short sightedness. 

Yours, etc., R Narayanan,  
Navi Mumbai, 28 October. 



LABOUR SWEEP  
AT THE POLLS 

GAINS IN MUNICIPAL 
ELECTIONS 
(BRITISH OFFICIAL WIRELESS.)  
RUGBY, NOV. 

THE full results of the polling which took 
place yesterday for the election of councillors 
for over 300 county and municipal boroughs 
of England and Wales other than London 
are not yet complete. The returns published 
show net Labour gains numbering 137. 
Conservatives gained 18 and lost 86 and 
the net losses of the Liberals and Independents 
were 48 and 21 respectively. 

 
 
 

COMBINE�S CAPITAL  
OF 56 MILLIONS 

LORD READING 
JOINS CHEMICAL 
TRUST 
(BRITISH OFFICIAL WIRELESS.) 
RUGBY, Nov. 

DETAILS are published to-day of the 
exchange of shares offered to share-holders 
of the four companies—Brunner Mond and 
Co., Nobel Industries, United Alkali and 
British Dyestuffs Corporation—which are 
to form a new combine to be known as the 
Imperial Chemical Industries, Limited. The 
capital amounts to £56,802,000. 

All four companies are engaged either in 
manufacturing similar products or in 
consuming products which the others 
manufacture. 

The fusion will eliminate overlapping, 
the unnecessary expenditure of capital and 
a duplication of stocks. The combine will 
be able to operate as one unit throughout 
the world. 

Sir Alfred Mond is to be chairman of the 
new company and the directors include 
Lord Reading ex-Viceroy of India. 

 
 
 

LEADERS IGNORED 

STOPPAGE IN 
LEICESTER 
ALMOST OVER 
LONDON, NOV. 

DESPITE the visit of the miners’ war 
council, who directed intensive pro-paganda 
at Nottingham, the miners’ council there 
has passed a resolution in favour of a district 
settlement, and has appointed a deputation 
to meet the owners and fix up a local 
agreement. 

The week-end campaign of miners’ leaders 
in Leicestershire failed. Speakers found no 
audience or a mere handful at the arranged 
meetings. 

The stoppage in Leicestershire is almost 
at an end.—Reuter.

HARSHA KAKAR 
 

The statement by the ITBP 
chief, Shatrujeet Kapur, on 
standoffs since July this year 
in Asaphila and Taksing in 

Upper Subansiri district of Arunachal 
Pradesh, opened the doors for targeting 
the government on its ties with China. 
Kapur’s intent was to praise the 
functioning of newly raised Shaurya 
Platoons in the ITBP. The fact that 
these standoffs were on during the 
visit of President Xi Jinping to India 
in September this year for the BRICS 
summit added to the discomfort of 
the ruling dispensation. 

Simultaneously, China has been 
pushing fake narratives and videos 
seeking to discredit the Indian armed 
forces and the current government, 
and cause a divide between the public 
and the army. The Indian Army’s 
fact- checking account has been 
debunking these fake videos. China’s 
policy of issuing stapled visas for 
residents of Arunachal continues, 
which is its way of claiming that 
people from these regions are not 
from India. 

In the recent past, both India and 
China have renamed places in Arunachal 
Pradesh, which Beijing refers to as 
Zangnan or South Tibet. China releases 
Mandarin names for select locations 
in Arunachal which have no link to 
history or reality as Arunachal was 
never directly governed by Lhasa. 
This is being done to add to their 
narrative as part of their three-warfare 
strategy. When questioned on it, their 
spokesperson mentions, “It is entirely 
within China’s sovereignty to standardise 
names of some places.” 

As a counter, India released historical 
names for 27 places and geographical 
features in Arunachal on its Survey 
of India maps, to which the Chinese 
retorted stating the action was ‘illegal, 
null and void.’ The Chinese response 

implied it had never expected India 
to counter them. Not that Beijing’s 
objections matter to New Delhi. The 
message from India was clear, it will 
respond in a similar manner to all 
Chinese actions. The same is the case 
with standoffs. 

Standoffs have been a regular feature 
along the Line of Actual Control 
(LAC). Rarely have there been physical 
clashes. Some have been resolved 
within a short timeframe, while others 
have lingered. Patrols from both sides 
are tasked to monitor select points 
along their claim lines. As the LAC 
remains un-demarcated and disputed, 
claim lines overlap. There are occasions 
when opposing patrols reach their 
planned points simultaneously. Also, 
when intelligence inputs of an opposing 
patrol entering one’s own claimed 
area is received, troops move to block 
them. Both these circumstances lead 
to standoffs. 

Troops from both sides dig in and 
hold their positions, before mutually 
withdrawing after discussions. As 
infrastructure develops and technology 
is inducted in a big way, standoffs 
are likely to increase as movement of 
the adversary is detected in advance 
and troops move rapidly to block 
them. 

It is to prevent infrastructure from 
being built, which could enhance 
connectivity, defence preparedness 
and speed up Indian reactions, that 
China imposes India-specific export 
restrictions for equipment such as 
tunnel boring machines, walking 
excavators and plateau-type wet 
shotcrete machines, all of which are 
essential for developing infrastructure 
in mountainous border regions.  

The MEA spokesperson, in a very 
mature statement over the standoff, 
mentioned, “the situation in the 
India-China border areas gets disturbed 
from time to time when Chinese forces 
diverge from established patrolling 

patterns.” He added, “Both sides 
continue to use existing diplomatic 
and military mechanisms to resolve 
outstanding issues  and avoid 
misunderstanding and miscalculation 
along the LAC.” He also reiterated 
the government’s position which is 
that “maintenance of peace and 
tranquillity in border areas is essential 
for the overall development of bilateral 
relations.” 

The Chinese, on the other hand, 
attempted to justify their actions 
while blaming India, which is nothing 
new. The Chinese spokesperson, Guo 
Jiakun, said that the PLA “strictly 
abides by relevant agreements and 
important understandings between 
the two countries, conducts routine 
patrols and management activities 
in border areas to safeguard territorial 
sovereignty and border stability.” If 
China did so, such incidents would 
never occur. 

The Global Times, the Chinese 
government mouthpiece, published 
an editorial mentioning that the Indian 
statement was ‘unsubstantiated’ and 
more for  ‘domestic  p ol i t ical 
considerations.’ It also mentioned 
that both sides “should continue to 
rely on established diplomatic and 
military communication mechanisms 
to manage differences.” 

The Chinese have always adopted 
a policy of denial for their actions, 
while blaming India for any incident. 
They even hold India responsible for 
the clash at Galwan, whereas the 
reverse is true. All standoffs have 
occurred due to actions by Chinese 
troops, rarely by Indian patrols. Their 
fear over India enhancing its infrastructure 
is such that it bans export of equipment 
needed for the same. This is the same 
China which claims it is competing 
with the US over military power; 
however, it fears a rising India. 

China is aware of Indian military 
power, which is being enhanced to 

counter any future misadventure on 
their part. It would avoid taking any 
action which could escalate into an 
enlarged conflict. It prefers standoffs, 
which are localized incidents, well 
below the level of hostilities, and 
aimed at keeping its claim lines alive. 
Troops though armed do not employ 
weapons as they are banned under 
earlier agreements. 

Added to its actions on the ground 
are the release of fake narratives and 
videos, pushed by a Pakistan-China 
nexus and exploite d by the 
anti-government lobby in India. In 
an era of social media, each incident 
is blown up as part of psychological 
operations launched by Chinese 
handles, generally located outside 
their mainland. 

The most common theme witnessed 
in every case is loss of territory for 
India, whereas it has never been so. 
Intrusions are always temporary. 
Secondly, the government and armed 
forces are blamed for failing in their 

responsibility of ensuring territorial 
integrity. Thirdly, India’s alliances in 
the West, mainly with the US, are 
valueless and finally, China is too 
powerful to be challenged. In recent 
days they have added two new subjects, 
which are Pakistan-China collusion, 
especially since their recently concluded 
joint exercise termed as Karakoram 
2026 and Bangladesh’s tilt towards 
China. 

The end result of each standoff, no 
matter how small, and its accompanying 
information warfare actions, supports 
Chinese viewpoints, while the Indian 
government is questioned on imaginary 
failures. On the contrary, it is the 
Indian Army which comes out on 
top, preventing the PLA from gaining 
any foothold. It is time the government 
concentrates on educating the common 
man on Chinese intent, while exposing 
their fake supporters in India. 

 
The writer is a retired Major-General of the Indian 
Army.

07
New Delhi 

Tuesday, 03 November 2026

Crossword  |  No. 293625

ACROSS 
 
1    Save dose if arm 

wobbles about (5,4) 

6    Wanting bit of 

rumpy-pumpy? 

Pester Mark! (5) 

9    Logic helping the 

French to accept 

answer (9) 

10  Dope and rests 

taken regularly can 

be a help (5) 

11  City were ahead, 

flipping Hearts 

pitiful essentially  

(5) 

12  English staff in a 

foreign capital�s 

airfield (9) 

13  Outgoing old 

coppers brought 

into hearing  

(7) 

15  Stop heroin without 

husband�s support 

(7) 

17  Top record in the 

charts by foremost 

of tenors (7) 

19  Parents down, 

having half usual 

amount of energy 

(7) 

21  Big cheese in cafe 

hit, surprisingly  

(9) 

23  Her Maj put on 

crown for a bit of a 

laugh (5) 

25  Boredom leads to 

earl�s now nightly 

upper intake (5) 

26  A shot sunk in a 

single stroke  

(4,2,3) 

27  Want to get rid of 

bit of dirty mud?  

(5) 

28  Sorry Republican 

felt urge for 

revolution! (9) 

 

DOWN 
 

1    A spanner or clip? 

(7) 

2    Dope popular with 

half-cut teller  

(5) 

3    I�m one mixed up 

with a lot of passion 

(9) 

4    Absolute ecstasy 

drinking a large 

cask-fermented 

beer (4,3) 

5    One known to 

question 

seriousness of court 

official? (7) 

6    Flat British 

countryside (5) 

7    Conversation is 

crude so must be 

changed (9) 

8    Most violent end  

(7) 

14  Old sort of French-

style boarding 

house on Exeter�s 

outskirts (9) 

16  Police officer in bust 

making fellow tense 

initially (9) 

17  Hide classified file at 

base (7) 

18  Sprint to catch red 

coach? (7) 

19  Position of Lord�s 

okay with member 

(4,3) 

20  A ruler�s working 

like a dream (7) 

22  Trust porky 

husband to eat last 

of chilli (5) 

24  Academic must 

collect old evidence 

(5)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10

11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26

27 28

C J H S F
S A Y S O I D Y L L I C
Q S U Y Z Y Y

Q U A T E R N A R Y C O N Y
I N G A I

A N Y O N E J O Y S T I C K
T V Y I C

T Y N E S O F T Y H Y M N
R F A E A

S P I L L W A Y D I R E L Y
O A O A M

P L A Y B A W D Y H O U S E
Y I B H A N E
P E N A L T Y D R Y L Y

G Y S A X

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters  in the  words required.  (By arrangement with The Independent, London)

YesterdayÊs Solution

P E R S P E C T I V E
100 Years Ago

Front page of The Statesman  
dated 03 November 1926

News Items

OCCASIONAL 
NOTE 

ONE of the sporting events of the early 
cold season is the annual contest between 
the patience of the Calcutta public on the 
one hand and the mail delays due to the 
vagaries of the Post Office on the other. 
During the past three or four weeks the 
delivery of the English mail in Calcutta has 
grown steadily later. Last Sunday, when the 
mail was sent round somewhere about one 
o’clock in the afternoon, may be said to have 
been the climax, the limit, or whatever term 
of reprobation may be considered most 
appropriate. The Calcutta public is proverbially 
patient—and no one knows it better than 
the Post Office. But even the worm will 
turn, and if the postal authorities are wise 
they will now cease to amuse themselves at 
our expense and make some slight effort to 
deliver the English letters to time. Even if 
the Nerbudda bridge has gone, that fact 
would not explain or excuse the conduct of 
the postal “special” in waddling into Howrah 
an hour or two later than the B. N. R. express. 

The games China plays

THAJASWINI C B AND ADHIRAJ SAHGAL 
 

When the Supreme Court 
set aside a Rs 71.29 lakh 
penalty against Saudi 
Arabian Airlines recently, 

it settled far more than an old dispute 
over a tax collected between 1994 
and 1997. In its recent ruling in the 
case of Saudi Arabian Airlines v. the 
Union of India, the Court drew a clear 
line between two ideas that fiscal 
authorities have often treated as one 
and the same; failure to pay tax and 
a delay in making such payments. 
The ruling is a timely reminder that 
a modest, explainable delay need not 
be met with the same severity as a 
deliberate default. 

In this case, the court was involved 
in the interpretation of section 38 of 
the Finance Act, 1979. Under Section 
35 of the Finance Act, 1979, Saudi 
Arabian Airlines was required to collect 
Foreign Travel Tax (FTT) from outbound 
international passengers and deposit 
it with the government treasury within 
the time fixed by the Foreign Travel 
Tax Rules, 1979. The appellant airline 
collected the tax from passengers in 
six separate instances and delayed 
depositing the collected amounts with 
the government treasury, ranging from 
a single day to sixty-three days. 

In five out of six cases, the demand 
draft was purchased well before the 
due date, but security restrictions and 

bank processing delays slowed the 
process, and the amounts were deposited 
late. The adjudicating authority, the 
appellate authority and eventually the 
Bombay High Court each treated this 
delay as equivalent to an outright 
“failure to pay” under Section 38(3) of 
the Act, which prescribes a minimum 
penalty of one-fifth of the tax due. 

The core of the Supreme Court’s 
reasoning is a matter of careful 
statutory reading. The Court held 
that in the statutory context of Section 
38(3), ‘failure to pay’ denotes non-payment 
and does not extend to a deposit that 
was made late. Where tax is paid 
even belatedly, the applicable provision 
is Section 38(4) read with the penalty 
framework under the 1979 Rules, 
which addresses procedural breaches 
rather than non-payment itself. 

The apex court went beyond legal 
clarification and asserted the importance 
of discretion within the adjudicatory 
processes involved. The authorities 
at the lower level had argued that the 
moment a deadline is breached, the 
imposition of a penalty becomes an 
automatic and mandatory consequence, 
relying solely on the word “shall” in 
section 38. 

The Supreme Court, however, placed 
reliance on the principle laid down in 
the case of Hindustan Steel Ltd. v. 
State of Orissa (1972) and held that a 
prescribed minimum penalty does not 
remove an adjudicating officer’s discretion 

to consider whether a breach was 
technical or bona fide. Penalty proceedings 
under a fiscal statute remain quasi-criminal 
in nature and officers exercising this 
power are expected to weigh intent 
and circumstance rather than apply a 
fixed formula. Rule 4 of the 1979 Rules 
already gave the authorities room to 
condone a genuine and explained delay 
of this kind. 

Perhaps an important aspect of 
this judgment is its invocation of 
the doctrine against reformatio in 
peius, which means that a person 
who exercises a lawful right to appeal 
must not end up worse off for having 
done so. The airline’s penalty rose 
from Rs 12,000 to over Rs 71 lakh 
after it challenged the original order 
and the matter was sent back for 
fresh adjudication. The Supreme 
Court held this to be a breach of fair 
procedure and natural justice, and 
directed a full refund of any penalty 
paid along with 9 per cent interest 
within three months, along with 
discharge of  the air l ine’s  bank 
guarantee. 

Although this ruling might appear 
as a narrow victory for an airline in a 
prolonged dispute, its true significance 
extends beyond that. Like many service 
industries, aviation relies on banks, 
couriers and clearance processes that 
can sometimes be delayed. A framework 
that distinguishes between a genuine 
isolated mistake and a deliberate 

default helps ensure compliance stays 
strong where needed without escalating 
minor operational issues into financial 
crises, thereby protecting both the 
business and its customers from 
bearing unnecessary costs. 

This judgment offers a subtle 
reassurance that discretion and 
fairness remain essential in applying 
tax law. It assures that businesses 
acting in good faith should not fear 
that honest  delays are seen as 

dishonesty. In an economy that 
increasingly values ease of doing 
business, this message is relevant 
beyond the aviation sector.  Its 
significance is not to endorse delayed 
compliance, but to serve as guidance 
that enforcement should adhere 
closely to the statutory language. 

 
The writers are, respectively, an Advocate, practising 
before the Supreme Court of India, Madras and 
Delhi High Courts, and a law student at National 
University of Studies and Research in Law, Ranchi.

Every delay is not a default
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The Poetics
Of Family Trauma
Abandoning a Cat
By Haruki Murakami
Knopf, 80 pages, $26

BOOKSHELF | By Tara Isabella Burton

The Jimmy Buffett of Self-Help

W henever I feel sorry
for myself about
life’s setbacks, I

think about my friend David
Blake. Dave went into surgery
for a routine ankle operation.
An hour later, he couldn’t
walk, talk or hold himself up.
Doctors gave him less than
six months to live.

That was 11 years ago.
In 2001, Dave started a

Chicago company represent-
ing musicians, actors, come-
dians and so on. I became
friends with Dave working for
the firm as a pianist for cor-
porate events. On Christmas
Eve 2013, Dave slipped on the
ice and broke his ankle. A
week later, he had routine
outpatient surgery to put a
plate in his ankle.

After the procedure, Dave’s
speech was slurred and he
couldn’t stand or sit upright.
The clinic told him his symp-
toms were a reaction to anes-
thesia and would disappear.
They didn’t. In 2015, a lead-
ing medical clinic misdiag-

nosed Dave with amyotrophic
lateral sclerosis and told him
he had five months to live.
Dave and his wife, Lisa, re-
fused to accept the diagnosis.

After dozens of tests and
MRIs, doctors linked Dave’s
symptoms to a recalled pre-
surgery drug, but the cause
was never proven. Dave then

began an intense regimen of
physical therapy. He spent a
year in a wheelchair before
graduating to walking sticks.
During the first six years, he
broke 19 bones from re-
peated falls. He still uses a
mobility scooter for longer
distances and spends two to
three hours daily working on
balance.

In 2016, Dave resumed
work as a certified innovation
trainer speaking to corporate
groups. The Sandy Hook

Promise Group hired him in
2018 as a multistate ambassa-
dor. Dave educated more than
400,000 people about suicide,
bullying and gun violence
over the next several years.

He and Lisa moved to Flor-
ida in 2018 because his body
could no longer tolerate cold
weather. That year, he
launched a business newslet-
ter called the Coconut Chron-
icle and sent it to companies
he’d worked with in Chicago.
Each edition featured a tropi-
cal cocktail recipe as well as
tips on improving business
skills and one’s mindset.

In Florida, he rebranded
himself “The Flip-Flop Philos-
opher” and began giving
speeches on how to turn life’s
most difficult chapters into
opportunities. The name re-
flects his philosophy of flip-
flopping what isn’t working
in your life into what you de-
sire. That breezy attitude has
made him the Jimmy Buffett
of self-improvement. The
company tagline “Disabled by
Fate, Philosopher by Choice,
Life by Design” says it all.

At first, Dave didn’t tell
audiences about his accident.
He told me: “You don’t speak
about it until you can do so
without emotion.” It took him
nine years to reach that
point. Now he weaves his tale
of triumph over life-threaten-
ing trauma into his speeches.

He isn’t done. Dave, 53,
has a book slated for publica-
tion in 2027. “Events by De-
sign: The Roadmap to Ex-
traordinarily Human Events”
will discuss how the hospital-
ity industry can improve ac-
cessibility for people with
disabilities. To celebrate his
recovery, Dave is planning a
110-mile bicycle ride from Mi-
ami to Key West in March
2027.

Whenever things look
grim, I remember that David
Blake, a guy preparing for a
marathon bike trip, not that
long ago couldn’t walk, talk
or even clap his hands. And
then I think to myself, “Now
that’s a flip-flop fairy tale.”

Mr. Opelka is a musical-
theater composer-lyricist.

By Gregg Opelka

My friend Dave Blake
turned adversity into
limitless opportunity.

OPINION

F amily stories often rest on clichés. That people are
mysteries. That our parents are even bigger myster-
ies. That we are, to ourselves, the biggest mysteries

of all. Despite Tolstoy’s claim that unhappy families are
all unique, memoirs about unhappy families risk hitting
too-familiar beats. It takes a fine writer—and a great deal
of narrative specificity—to avoid letting these lessons
become rote.

Haruki Murakami, the author of books such as “The
Wind-Up Bird Chronicle” (1997) and “1Q84” (2011), is the
creator of wildly intricate and often mesmerizing tales.
But in his maddeningly sparse “Abandoning a Cat”—in
which a straightforward account of a bizarre father-son
outing prompts meandering reflections on family trauma
and the darkest corners of Japanese history—the author
seems to make a point of avoiding the telling details that
would give this work a life beyond generalities.

Not quite an essay, not
quite a memoir, “Abandon-
ing a Cat” (translated from
the Japanese by Philip
Gabriel) comes across more
like a transcript of the 77-
year-old Mr. Murakami
regaling a stranger with a
series of interlocking family
histories. “Of course I have a
lot of memories of my
father,” Mr. Murakami writes.
His storytelling proceeds,
simply and conversationally,
from there.

Mr. Murakami has the
authority—and, one assumes,
the readerly trust—to leave

behind such narrative crutches as character-building
detail or precise language. If anything, “Abandoning a
Cat” dares the reader to do without. For example, the
author briefly tells the story of how his father once felt
pressure from his brothers to abandon his scholarly pur-
suits and instead take over their father’s role as the head
priest of the Anyoji Temple in Kyoto. Mr. Murakami
writes that he “can imagine the troubled expression on
my father’s face at this family conclave”—and stops there.

In the early scenes of the book his sparseness works to
Mr. Murakami’s advantage. He is recalling a childhood
event—the day, as the title suggests, that he witnesses
his father try to abandon an unwanted pet. (The attempt
is a failure, as the cat immediately shows up back at the
house.) The narrative’s simplicity places us in the mind of
a bemused child, or of someone approaching second
childhood. (Even as he sets the scene, Mr. Murakami lets
his memory openly falter: “I was in one of the lower
grades in elementary school at the time, I believe, so it
was probably around 1955, or a little later.”)

But as he turns to the story of his father’s past, Mr.
Murakami’s distant, delicate perspective begins to feel
less like a literary device and more like emotional reti-
cence. The elder Murakami, who was devoted to the art
of writing haiku and would eventually become a teacher
of Japanese literature, served as a soldier in the Japanese
army during World War II. Mr. Murakami describes his
long-held fear that his father had been part of one of the
regiments responsible for the 1937 atrocities at Nanjing,
China. With typical understatement, he avoids terms
such as “rape” or “massacre,” writing only that “this par-
ticular regiment’s actions gave it a surprisingly bloody
reputation.”

This is a disingenuous way to describe a monthslong
campaign of sexual violence, torture and murder, during
which Japanese soldiers committed tens of thousands of
rapes and left behind more than 100,000 civilian deaths.
The author eventually learns, to his relief, that his father
was not drafted until the year after the massacre.

Mr. Murakami isn’t required to go into the historical
details of these atrocities. Nor is he required to plumb
the depths of his father’s trauma from his time in the
army. While the elder Murakami was not involved in the
Nanjing massacre, we learn, he nevertheless witnessed,
and may have committed, acts of horrific violence during
the war. “I get the feeling that the experience remained
with him, as a deep emotional scar,” Mr. Murakami
writes. The author remains on the outside, looking in.
“Most people probably have some depressing experience
they can’t quite put into words but also can’t forget,” he
concludes. “They live their entire lives unable to com-
pletely verbalize what they’ve suffered.”

Fair enough—but why tell this story at all, if not to
take on the burden of putting the unsayable into words?
The irony is that the strongest parts of the book are at-
tempts to verbalize what is elsewhere inexpressible. They
are not, however, Mr. Murakami’s words, but his father’s.
The elder Murakami regularly wrote poems during his
time as a soldier. One reflects on a visit by young Nazis
to Japan in 1940: “They call out, singing / to bring the
deer closer / the Hitler Youth.” Another was likely written
while in China: “A soldier, yet a priest / clasping my
hands in prayer / toward the moon.” These verses are the
closest thing this book offers of a real glimpse of any-
one’s interiority.

Despite their shared literary talents, Mr. Murakami
insists that “my father and I were born into different ages
and environments,” with widely divergent worldviews. The
author admits they spent most of his adult life estranged.
“If at a certain point I’d attempted to rebuild our relation-
ship, things might have gone another direction.”

Near the book’s close, Mr. Murakami reveals that he
and his father reconciled on the latter’s deathbed, but
does not share what was said in their conversation. Such
a choice reminds us that “Abandoning a Cat” is as much
about the writer’s propensity for privacy as it is about his
father’s experience. We are left with a frustratingly vague
musing on the unfathomable nature of life: “Imagine rain-
drops falling on a broad stretch of land. Each one of us
is a nameless raindrop among countless drops.” Mr.
Murakami may, after so many literary accomplishments,
be comfortable offering us so little. But what is a writer
for, if not to give things names?

Ms. Burton is the author of the novel “Here in Avalon.”

Haruki Murakami revisits his relationship
with his father, who wrote haiku during his
time as a soldier in the Japanese army.

After seeing
actor Ben
Stiller court-
side at a tele-
vised Knicks
game, I re-
marked to my
son, “I re-
cently read
that Vince
V a u g h n
turned down

$15 million to do ‘Dodgeball
2’ because he said Ben Stiller
was a ‘whiny leftist cry-
baby.’ ” My son thought for a
second and replied, “Yeah, I
don’t know. That doesn’t
sound real to me.” A little
digging proved him right. It
was a made-up quote in a
Facebook post. My son has
honed his rubbish radar.
Mine needs work.

This came to mind after
three hours enjoying Nathan
Fielder’s documentary “You
Can See Everything” about
Elizabeth Holmes—fake voice,
fraud conviction and all. I
left the theater not trusting
anyone involved with the
movie. Actress Amanda Sey-
fried, impersonating Ms.
Holmes as she did in an ad-
mittedly fictionalized Hulu
series, is somehow OK, but
(spoiler alert) Ms. Holmes’s
partner, Billy Evans, imper-
sonating her on her X ac-
count is considered sleazy.
Worse, with the return of
talk about Theranos, I can al-
most feel trust in entrepre-
neurs and startups heading
down again.

Is trust a bust? Most pho-
tos and now videos I see on-
line require a second and

America’s Zero-Trust Reality
third look: Is it real or AI
slop? Everything is suspect.
Get used to this. Muse
agents from Meta try to
make restaurant reserva-
tions with AI-generated
voices. McKinsey is testing
AI-generated avatars in in-
terviews with job applicants.
Pretty soon we won’t be
able to tell the difference:
“Mom, my car broke down
in Sheboygan. Wire money
to this account.” Every fam-
ily should have a code word.
Really. And not “Bosco.”
Maybe the only trusted envi-
ronment left will be face-to-
face interactions.

Can we trust politicians?
Ha ha. Former Labor Secre-
tary Robert Reich com-
plained last week about Elon
Musk, who “represents the
power of oligarchy in Amer-
ica,” saying we should be
“laying the groundwork for
nationalizing Starlink and
SpaceX. Nationalize it.”
Thank you, comrade. In 1964
free-speech activist Jack
Weinberg told the San Fran-
cisco Chronicle that “you
can’t trust anybody over 30.”
Seeing how our youth vote
for socialists, I’d say don’t
trust anyone under 30.

We still can’t trust the
output of artificial-intelli-
gence models because of hal-
lucinations. Catching them
takes a discerning eye—a
new skill. The new armies of
vibe coders have trust issues
as well—their time has
shifted from writing code to
testing code.

Your browser may be a pit
of snakes. Last month

brought news of exploitable
bugs in PHP, the coding lan-
guage of most websites.
Please don’t make me go
back to real stores. AI agents
are even making unauthor-
ized bank requests. Look, it’s
a bit early for agents. Why
would anyone give an agent
his bank credentials, let
alone credit-card info?

Trust in Facebook is down
since it got Donald Trump
elected in 2016. Actually it
didn’t, but perception trumps
reality. Aaron Sorkin has yet
another film taking down
Facebook (obsessed much?),
“The Social Reckoning.” It
even features former chef
Jeremy Allen White as a Wall
Street Journal reporter.

Two weeks ago, a New
Mexico judge hit Facebook
with a $25 billion judgment
for making, the Journal re-
ports, “false promises re-
specting the security and
control of [user] data.” Ouch,
although an editorial on
these pages noted that the
state was “shaking down the
company for failing to sup-
press speech that offends the
left.” So now we can’t trust
judges? I suppose it’s been
that way since Solomon, who
never intended to split the
baby.

Trust in government has
been fading faster than trust
in media. The Trump admin-
istration’s belching bravado
about tariff windfalls was
mostly hot air. Minnesota’s
blind eye toward the Quality
Learing Center fraud was
shameless. Same for Califor-
nia and the billions in hos-
pice-billing fraud. And you
want to trust government
with Medicare for All?

This is all fixable. There
are solutions to regain trust.
In a recent Journal op-ed,
software executive Egon
Rinderer wrote about “zero-
trust network access.” At
federal agencies, devices
“must prove they are autho-
rized during every connec-
tion.” I like that. Much bet-
ter than Ronald Reagan’s
“Trust, but verify.” Let’s call
it “Distrust. Prove me
wrong.”

Until digital trust is fig-
ured out, maybe that’s the
upside of the (supposedly)
job-destroying AI revolution.
There is so much AI slop that
only humans will be
trusted—jobs with warm
bodies as the trust layer.

Meanwhile, be cynical.
You’re being lied to. You’re
being spun. Have guideposts
to catch the baloney. Get
good at spotting fakes—hone
your own “phony” filter. We
all need to train ourselves to
question everything, raise
eyebrows, and employ a dose
of cynicism to survive in our
brave new AI world. If not,
don’t be a crybaby if you get
fooled.

Write to kessler@wsj.com.

We need to raise our
game at spotting
fakes, which seem
to be everywhere.

INSIDE
VIEW
By Andy
Kessler

María Corina
Machado fi-
nally made it
back to Vene-
zuela after 10
months in ex-
ile. After an
arduous four-
day journey
from Panama
City, on Oct.
25 the oppo-

sition leader walked into the
Sanctuary of the Divine Shep-
herdess in the city of Barqui-
simeto. It was her eighth re-
turn attempt since August. To
succeed, she had to overcome
threats from the dictatorship
in Caracas and U.S. attempts
to thwart her homecoming.

After President Trump
used the U.S. military to re-
move dictator Nicolás Ma-
duro from power in January,
Venezuelans expected Wash-
ington to set up new elec-
tions. But the Trump admin-
istration has been dragging
its feet. Ms. Machado’s sud-
den and dramatic appearance
on a Sunday at one of the
most important Catholic
shrines in the country could
change that. It’s the most
hopeful the nation has felt
since Mr. Maduro was carried
away by the Americans to
stand trial for drug traffick-
ing in New York.

Enthusiasm among Venezu-
elans for Mr. Trump waned
this year after he made dep-
uty dictator Delcy Rodríguez
the interim president and be-
gan cutting sweetheart oil
deals with her. He calls her
“terrific,” and the U.S. says

María Corina Brings New Hope to Venezuela
she’s doing what it asks. But
the repression continues and
the regime still holds 322 po-
litical prisoners according to
the nongovernmental organi-
zation Foro Penal. In January
Mr. Trump said Ms. Machado
doesn’t have the “respect”
necessary to lead the nation.
Events of the last week prove
him wrong.

Ms. Machado gets high
marks for her determination.
Her journey home took her
through Colombia and across
the Venezuelan border into
the state of Táchira. Planners
understood that maximum se-
crecy was crucial. A source
confirmed to me that no
planes were used on the trip
despite press reports to the
contrary. In the final phase,
the elite international team
that escorted her had to
dodge Venezuelan security
forces and duck police inspec-
tions at checkpoints as it
smuggled her north.

Noon Mass was about to
begin when Ms. Machado en-
tered the church. A witness to
her arrival told me that it
didn’t take long for parishio-
ners to realize that the popu-
lar politician was in their
midst. Normal protocols were
suspended as supporters
rushed to gather around and
embrace her. Tears of joy
flowed. Euphoria spread
throughout the congregation.
A member of the laity felt it
necessary to remind the faith-
ful from the lectern that they
were in the house of the Lord.

In the hours that followed,
Ms. Machado made her way

to Caracas on highways lined
with ordinary people cheering
her return. In some places the
crowds were so large that
thoroughfares were blocked.
It was the start of a celebra-
tion that rippled throughout
the country for days.

Amid domestic pressure on
the State Department to let
Ms. Machado return, the U.S.
decided last month that while
it wouldn’t bring her back, it
would no longer interfere.

Without admitting the U.S.
had blocked her, a spokes-
woman suddenly announced
that while the U.S. “does not
facilitate the return of opposi-
tion figures,’’ Ms. Machado
had “every right to enter her
country whenever she wants
to return.”

Dictator Delcy sang from
the same hymnal last week,
clearly annoyed by the out-
pouring of love for Ms.
Machado. “The show could
have been avoided,” she told
the press. “The airports are
right here.” Sure.

The U.S. has been supervis-
ing talks between the regime
and the opposition about a
new supreme court and an in-
dependent electoral council
that would oversee the vote.
Those meetings may get more

serious. The whisper date for
the elections is July.

A Machado victory could
throw a wrench into Mr.
Trump’s foreign policy. She
has warned that a democrat-
ically elected Venezuelan
government ought not be
compelled to rubber-stamp
the oil deals that Ms.
Rodríguez has made with
Washington or anyone else.
Ms. Machado is particularly
opposed to the arrangement
between the U.S. and the
Barbados company North
American Blue Energy Part-
ners, which has been granted
rights to 17 oil fields. She
told the New York Times last
month that the company’s
CEO, Alejandro Betancourt,
was behind “obscene corrup-
tion” and that under democ-
racy she didn’t see the deal
surviving. Mr. Betancourt
denies any wrongdoing. At a
minimum, the lack of trans-
parency in what Mr. Trump
described as “the biggest oil
deal in world history” is
troubling.

Unnamed Trump officials
liked to predict that Ms.
Machado’s return would be
destabilizing. But this week
proved that wrong too. As
crowds welcomed her home
she repeated her pledge that
the struggle for freedom for
Venezuela that she leads will
be peaceful. She summed up
her goal in a post on X: “For
the reunification of every
family, for the freedom of ev-
ery political prisoner, for the
freedom of Venezuela.”

Write to O’Grady@wsj.com.

The opposition leader
returns after months
in exile. Elections are
possible in July.

AMERICAS
By Mary
Anastasia
O’Grady
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A Sports Bet by Any Other Name Is Still a Bet
Regarding Tarek Mansour’s op-ed

“When Is a Sports Bet Not a Sports
Bet?” (Oct. 28): Nearly 90% of wagers
on Kalshi, the nation’s largest predic-
tion market, are on sports. This has
prompted dozens of states to sue, ar-
guing that Kalshi is an unlicensed
sportsbook operating in violation of
their laws. The states keep winning
their suits.

Against this, Mr. Mansour, Kalshi’s
CEO, contends that Kalshi is “a mar-
ket, not a casino,” and should be reg-
ulated like any other futures ex-
change—by the Commodity Futures
Trading Commission, and with an
eye to issues like fraud and insider
trading.

But sports gambling isn’t regu-
lated like traditional securities be-
cause its primary risk isn’t fraud,
but addiction and its associated
harms. A mountain of social science
evidence links legal sports gambling
to increased bankruptcy, credit card
delinquency, food instability and
even suicide. Regulation must limit
the extent to which profit seeking
exacerbates this suffering.

Mr. Mansour argues that Kalshi’s
fee-per-transaction model means it
doesn’t make money off of losers, os-

tensibly limiting its incentive to en-
courage addiction. But almost every-
one loses on Kalshi, and the site
profits from the frequency of those
losses.

Kalshi has belatedly fielded “re-
sponsible trading” tools, mostly mod-
eled on the sportsbooks it decries as
less responsible. It has also limited 18-
to-20-year-olds—who can’t gamble in
most states—to betting $30,000 per
year. These are tacit recognitions of
the problem, but not actual solutions.

Kalshi’s preferred regulator, the
CFTC, has neither the competency nor
statutory authority to regulate gam-
bling. The government offers no gam-
bling hotline and funds no gambling
addiction treatment; there is no na-
tional self-exclusion list.

Bad-faith actors sometimes accuse
serious securities markets of being
dressed-up gambling. Mr. Mansour is
doing the same, but in reverse, hiding
his sportsbook behind the respectable
veneer of a real securities exchange.
In reality, if it walks like a sports bet,
and talks like a sports bet, it needs to
be regulated like a sports bet.

CHARLES FAIN LEHMAN
Manhattan Institute

Rockville, Md.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

“We used to live in this house.
Your mother still gets nostalgic
thinking about the interest rate

that we had.”

THEWALL STREET JOURNAL

Letters intended for publication should
be emailed to wsj.ltrs@wsj.com. Please
include your city, state and telephone
number. All letters are subject to
editing, and unpublished letters cannot
be acknowledged.

Ballot Measures to Watch on Tuesday

V oters will have a say Tuesday on nearly
150 state ballot measures. The big eco-
nomic items, such as California’s back-

firing wealth tax, have had
sustained coverage in these
columns, but here’s a glance at
some other proposals worth
watching:

• Election laws: Six states
will consider voter ID rules.
Ohio already requires identification, but Is-
sue 3 would put it in the constitution. Ditto
North Carolina. Arizona’s Prop. 144 would re-
quire mail voters to “show” ID, without speci-
fying how.

Nevada doesn’t ask for photo ID. Question 7
to change that won resoundingly in 2024, and
now a second time is needed to amend the con-
stitution. A bigger test is two blue states. Cali-
fornia’s Prop. 39 would require identification
at polling sites, plus the final digits of an ID
number onmail ballots. Colorado’s Amendment
84 is a similar rule for postal votes.

Several states, from South Dakota to Arkan-
sas, might ban voting by noncitizens. It’s illegal
today for federal races, yet towns in a few states
open local elections to resident aliens. Pre-emp-
tively prohibiting this in red states is fine, but
it won’t stop D.C. or the avant-garde parts of
Vermont, Maryland and California.

Finally, Alaska’s Measure 2 would repeal the
state’s kooky ranked-choice voting system. The
public narrowly retained it in 2024, but Alas-
kans may have seen enough after this year’s
double Dan Sullivan fiasco.

• Transgender questions: Four states have
measures on girls’ sports. Washington’s Initia-
tive 638 would “prohibit biologically male stu-
dents from competing with and against female
students.” Colorado’s Prop. 134 would do the
same, and Prop. 135 would ban transgender sur-
geries on minors. Arizona and Nebraska will
weigh in, too. Perhaps approval in these states
might finally persuade Democrats they are out
of the mainstream on gender.

• Abortion: Virginia has a permissive law al-
lowing abortion until the third trimester, about
27weeks. Question 1 would add a constitutional
“right to reproductive freedom.” In Nevada, it’s

legal until 24 weeks. Question 6 would create
a constitutional right until viability. Opponents
have a point that such constitutional language

invites state judges to nullify,
say, parental notification for
minors.

In Idaho, which is restric-
tive on abortion, Prop. 1 would
permit it until about 24weeks.
Many voters might prefer a

middling option, but one isn’t on offer. This dy-
namic is how Missouri wound up passing an
abortion constitutional right, 52% to 48%, in
2024. Amendment 3 now proposes to repeal
that, while adding an explicit exception to allow
abortion after rape or incest.

• Gerrymandering: Maryland’s Question 3
would free the state to draw zany districts and
an 8-0map, squeezing out GOP Rep. Andy Har-
ris. Missouri’s Prop. A would ratify the GOP’s
new 7-1 map. Colorado’s Amendment 86 would
bar mid-decade partisan gerrymanders.

• DEI: Arizona’s Prop. 142 would stop state
bodies, such as schools, from soliciting “diver-
sity” statements.Wisconsin’s Question 3 would
bar the state from “granting preferential treat-
ment” by race, ethnicity or sex. These would
make state law consistent with the Supreme
Court’s ruling on race discrimination.

• Misc: Wisconsin’s Question 1 would stop
the Governor from using a partial veto to raise
taxes. Gov. Tony Evers rewrote a law on school
taxing limits through “2024-25” to read “2425,”
so it would run for four centuries.

Kentucky’s Amendment 1 would end the Gov-
ernor’s power to issue pardons as a lame duck,
starting 60 days before an election.

Colorado’s Amendment 81 would require po-
lice to notify the feds when charging a violent
crime against an illegal alien or a personwhose
citizenship is unclear.

Arizona’s Prop. 319 would ban new traffic
“photo enforcement systems.” Existing ones
would need to get voter approval.

Colorado’s Amendment 82 would guarantee
a “right to purchase natural gas for cooking or
heating.” This shouldn’t be needed, but it’s pro-
tection against climate policy coercion that is
all too likely. Fire up the barbecue!

Voter ID, transgender
sports, a Frankenstein
veto power, and more.

Haley Stevens Breaks With El-Sayed

A bdul El-Sayed may yet pay a price for
failing to distance himself from the
growing antisemitism in theDemocratic

Party. On Sunday the Demo-
cratic nominee for Senate
from Michigan lost the sup-
port of Haley Stevens, the
Congresswoman who nar-
rowly lost to Mr. El-Sayed in
the primary.

Ms. Stevens had been scheduled to appear
withMr. El-Sayed on Sunday, but the nominee
apparently didn’t like what he heard from her
in advance and he told her to stay away. In-
stead Ms. Stevens appeared on Sunday with
Republican nominee Mike Rogers and en-
dorsed him.

“I do not stand with Hasan Piker, who gets
trafficked on our college campuses,” Ms. Ste-
vens said, referring to Mr. El-Sayed’s joint ap-
pearances with the anti-Israel provocateur on
college campuses during the primary.

“A dear friend ofmine earlier todaywas say-
ing that education is on the ballot, and she’s ab-
solutely right. Andwhat our students see, what
our children see, and who we are as Michigan-
ders is not hate, and it is notwhatwe are getting
out from our Democratic nominee right now,”
Ms. Stevens said.

She’s right. In August,Mr. El-Sayed said “Is-
rael is an affordability issue,” citingU.S. health-
care and schools. “Maybe we should keep our
money here instead of sending it there [Israel]
to drop bombs on people’s schools or their hos-
pitals.” He also refused to denounce an ad by a
supporter that blamed U.S. aid for Israel’s al-
leged “genocide” in Gaza for high grocery
prices. This is the blame-the-Jews-for-every-
thing line that has typified antisemitism
throughout history.

Notably,Ms.StevensappearedwithMr.Rogers
atDetroit’s PerfectingChurchandpraised theRe-
publican’s efforts on behalf of black businesses.

Mr. Rogers has been making a special effort to
courtblackvoters,whomostly sidedwithMs.Ste-
vens over Mr. El-Sayed in the primary.

Mr. El-Sayed has himself to
blame for this party rupture.
He has made little effort to
court Democratswhoopposed
him in the primary, or even to
ease concerns about his nasty
views about Israel and the

American Jewswho support it. His assumption
has been that he can coast into the Senate on a
tide of hostility to Donald Trump, so he doesn’t
need to make any accommodations.

The break byMs. Stevens nonetheless shows
thatmanyDemocrats have real concerns about
the antisemitic drift in their party. Jewish vot-
ers will have cause to wonder if there is any
place for them in a party with Mr. El-Sayed as
a Senator with a national platform.

Not that this seems to concern Chuck
Schumer, the SenateDemocratic leaderwho can
taste becomingMajority Leader after Tuesday.
Mr. Schumer issued a statement after the Ste-
vens-Rogers news on Sunday that shows how
his lust for power has swamped his former anti-
antisemitic principles.

“Senate Democrats are united in our support
for Abdul El-Sayed,”Mr. Schumer said, accusing
Ms. Stevens of a “despicable betrayal,” though
he supported her in the primary. “WeDemocrats
[sic] equally united in our total revulsion at the
racist, Islamophobic, and over-the-top false at-
tacks on Abdul by Republicans.” So criticizing
Mr. El-Sayed is “Islamophobic.” This is an ad-
mission that ifMr. El-Sayedwins, Democrats in
the Senate will bow to his views.

ManyMichiganders have already voted. But
perhaps Ms. Stevens’s brave and principled
standwill causemore Democrats to think twice
about elevating to the Senate amanwho is com-
fortable spreading poison about Israel and its
supporters.

The Democrat said she
can’t support the ‘hate’
in his Senate campaign.

Trump’s Failed Lawsuit Lesson

P resident Trump has long used lawsuits
to intimidate the press, andmost of the
time he ends up losing. He lost again

Saturday, as a federal judge
dismissed his defamation suit
against the Wall Street Jour-
nal—“with prejudice.”

Mr. Trump sued News Corp
and Dow Jones, two Journal
reporters, News Corp CEO
Robert Thomson and Chairman Emeritus Ru-
pert Murdoch last year for $20 billion. He says
the Journal defamed him for reporting on a
birthday letter withMr. Trump’s signature sent
in 2003 to sexual offender Jeffrey Epstein.

Judge Darrin Gayles had tossed the case
once but invited the President to refile and
show evidence that the Journal had acted with
“actual malice” in its reporting. Mr. Trump
filed again, and this time Judge Gayles said the
President failed to meet the legal “malice”
standard a public figure must meet to prove a
defamation claim.

Mr. Trump’s allegations “are conclusory,
vague, sometimes inconsistent with the article,
and often irrelevant” to his malice claim, Judge

Gayles said. The dismissal with prejudicemeans
Mr. Trump cannot file it again, though a spokes-
man for the President said he would appeal

Judge Gayles’s ruling.
The appeal isn’t likely to

succeed. A lettermatching the
Journal’s description was re-
leased by Congressional inves-
tigators. Mr. Trump said he
never wrote or signed the let-

ter, but the Journal never claimed he did. It said
only that the letter with the signature existed,
and the Journal’s stories have always included
Mr. Trump’s denials.

The Journal’s official response was muted
appreciation for the ruling, and this editorial
isn’t meant to spike the football. But we do
want to thank our proprietors, Rupert and
LachlanMurdoch, andMr. Thomson and others
for standing by the Journal’s reporting.

Mr. Trump, like other politicians, uses law-
suits to coerce settlements that he can tout as
legal victories. He failed in this case because the
Journal didn’t roll over. A free press requires
owners who back editors, and we couldn’t do
what we do without that support.

Our reporters had the
crucial support of the
Journal’s owners.

REVIEW & OUTLOOK

OPINION

‘Responsibility’ in an Age of Political Evasion
William Galston is correct that

“Leaders Used to Accept Responsi-
bility,” (Politics & Ideas, Oct. 28),
but he omits two glaring examples
that are analogous to the Israeli in-
telligence, military and political fail-
ures that preceded the Hamas attack
of Oct. 7, 2023.

President Franklin D. Roosevelt,
in his remarks to Congress on Dec.
8, 1941, didn’t accept responsibil-
ity for the sneak attack on Pearl
Harbor and blamed Japan. Presi-
dent George W. Bush, in his ad-
dress to the nation after the ter-
rorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001 or
in his speech to Congress several
weeks later, didn’t accept responsi-
bility for the attacks and blamed
the terrorists. Instead both men
focused on the future, taking the
war to the enemy, and defending
the U.S.

Both men were re-elected after
those catastrophes by electorates
that apparently didn’t castigate
them personally for the failures

and supported their subsequent ef-
forts to defeat the enemy.

RABBI STEVEN PRUZANSKY
Jerusalem Center for Applied Policy

Israel

Is it weak moral character that
keeps politicians from accepting re-
sponsibility, or is it survival in the
blood sport that politics has become?

All of Mr. Galston’s examples of
high character are decades past. To-
day, if a politician takes the blame
for something, imagine the attack
ads that would soon follow: “Trump
acknowledges failure on tariffs and
gas prices.” “Biden admits he caused
border disaster and inflation spike.”
“Obama takes blame for failure of
Affordable Care Act.”

While politics certainly attracts
plenty of people with weak charac-
ter, the system today provides
strong incentives not to accept re-
sponsibility for anything bad.

DANA R. HERMANSON
Marietta, Ga.

Pepper ...
And Salt

Fed Reform Can’t Become an Inflation Excuse
David Malpass’s op-ed (“The Fed

Needs Better Models,” Oct. 27) ar-
gues that the Fed should incorpo-
rate the value of the dollar into its
models of price stability. This is
reasonable, but Mr. Malpass goes
too far in arguing that inflation is
a “flawed guide for setting rates”
and interpreting the dollar’s recent
strength as evidence that mone-
tary conditions are sufficiently
tight.

The dollar has strengthened in
2026, but its ability to purchase
more euros or yen is little comfort
to consumers facing prices that have
risen 3.7% over the past year—and
not just in energy and other supply-
constrained goods. Core inflation,
which excludes food and energy
prices, is running at 2.6%, while ser-
vices inflation, excluding energy ser-
vices, is 3.1%. Persistent underlying
inflation, alongside 8.5% annualized
nominal GDP growth in the second
quarter, suggests that excessive de-
mand is also playing a role. Higher
interest rates and tighter financial
conditions are precisely the tools

needed to cool that demand.
The Fed is overdue for reform,

and the task forces of chairman
Kevin Warsh offer reason for opti-
mism. After five-and-a-half years of
above-target inflation, however, un-
dermining the Fed’s accountability
for getting back to 2% should not be
one of them.

MATTHEW SCHAFFER
Eastern Michigan University

American Institute for Economic
Research’s Sound Money Project

Ypsilanti, Mich.

Don’t Let AI Split Learning
Regarding John Masko’s op-ed “AI

Splits the American University in
Two” (Oct. 22): While I agree with
Mr. Masko that the focus of teaching
needs to change, I disagree with the
suggestion that undergraduate teach-
ing should be separated from re-
search. Research and teaching should
continue to go hand in hand. What
must change is how universities de-
sign curricula and assessments so
that artificial intelligence augments
students’ learning.

As AI lowers the cost of solving
problems, human value shifts from
producing an answer to asking the
right questions and evaluating the
answers generated. In this environ-
ment, strong foundational knowl-
edge of a topic or domain becomes
even more important, as it helps
students identify the right questions
to ask and explain why those ques-
tions matter.

RAKESH MALLIPEDDI
Columbus, Ohio

Psychology’s Missing Debate
Colin Wright and Andrew Hartz’s

“The Inmates Run the Asylum at the
Psychological Association” (op-ed,
Oct. 21) took courage. Few in our
field will put their names on a public
critique of its largest professional
organization.

I can’t evaluate every claim about
the APA’s inner workings, but I would
add one point about the remedy. The
answer isn’t to pretend we are neu-
tral, or to treat our own values as
truths no one may question. It’s to
name our values openly and invite
those who see things differently to
challenge us. Acknowledging values
isn’t permission to impose them.

This requires people willing to
speak. Too many people have told me
that they’re scared to voice differing
views with colleagues, friends or
even family members. We need to en-
gage constructively, ideally with kind-
ness and compassion. If psychology
can’t model respectful disagreement,
what can?

J. RYAN FULLER
Executive director

New York Behavioral Health
New York
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T his year’s midterms invite
comparisons to 2018 and
2006. But what about
1894? That election ush-
ered in a political realign-

ment that fractured both parties and
eventually united nationalist factions
across the aisle in expanding federal
power.

From the 1880s into the 1910s,
technological disruption, economic
stratification, and anxiety over immi-
gration, trade and national identity
fractured party coalitions and fos-
tered unexpected alliances. Partisan
newspapers amplified the turmoil. In
1893 Democrat Grover Cleveland re-
turned to the presidency for a second,
nonconsecutive term after high tariffs
grew more salient in his absence.

Early in his second term, the country
plunged into a depression fueled par-
tially by railroad speculation and
doubts about the U.S. dollar’s con-
vertibility into gold. Cleveland’s re-
peal of the 1890 Sherman Silver Pur-
chase Act curtailed the monetary
expansion that struggling farmers
hoped would ease their debts, frac-
turing congressional Democrats and
forcing the president to rely on con-
servative Republicans.

Then came the devastating 1894
midterms. The economy cratered.
Democrats lost more than 100 House
seats and their Senate majority, ex-
posing a coalition unable to recon-
cile its institutionalists and popu-
lists. What followed was a
reorganization of the parties.

The political parties could
unite around increasing
federal power, the opposite
of what America needs.

The 1894 Midterm Might Have Foretold 2026
Democrats embraced William Jen-

nings Bryan’s moral populism in
1896 and 1900, while Western Silver
Republicans and third-party Popu-
lists forged cross-party alliances.
Bryan lost both elections to William
McKinley, who managed to resolve
the coalition Rubik’s Cube to get
elected.

By the turn of the century, both
parties were made up of economic
populists, institutional conservatives
and nationalist progressives. Progres-
sive Republicans such as Robert La
Follette challenged their party’s es-
tablishment, while reform Democrats
embraced federal solutions to con-
centrated corporate power. Within
Theodore Roosevelt’s muscular na-
tionalism, these agendas advanced
federal regulation amid Republican
divisions over executive authority.
Running as a third-party Progressive
in the 1912 presidential election, Roo-
sevelt challenged his former ally, the
institutionally conservative President
William Howard Taft, splitting the
Republican vote and handing the
presidency to progressive Democrat
Woodrow Wilson.

Progressives across both parties
helped ratify the 16th Amendment,
expanding Washington’s taxing au-
thority, and the 17th Amendment,
stripping state legislatures of their
role in selecting senators and
thereby removing an impetus for
state-level civic engagement. Con-
gress also strengthened the Inter-
state Commerce Commission’s au-
thority over railroad rates. Such
reforms laid the groundwork for a
culture of reflexive policymaking of-
ten captured by industry and de-
tached from the governed.

Today both parties are similarly
splintered between institutionalists,
populists and nationalist technocrats.
These divisions complicate the Sen-
ate’s partisan landscape. Independent
candidacies recall the Populists and
Silver Republicans who challenged

party allegiances in the 1890s. Split-
party Senate delegations have de-
clined below their historical average
and are at a level comparable to that
of the late 19th century.

As in the Gilded Age, winning the
presidency requires reconciling com-
peting factions, as McKinley, Roose-
velt and Wilson discovered. These
presidents faced congressional coali-
tions whose ideological loyalties
didn’t always follow party lines. Re-
gardless of who wins the presidency
in 2028, party leaders are poised to
face similar challenges. Democrats,
having failed to reconcile their race-
and class-conscious factions to re-
vive the Obama coalition, are re-
branding an agenda of redistribution
as “affordability.” Some Democratic
presidential hopefuls endorse expan-
sion of the Supreme Court, the abo-
lition of the Senate filibuster and
the admission of new states in the
name of restoring balance. Republi-
cans, meanwhile, have moved from
merely tolerating President Trump’s
populist insurgency to embracing

fully the expansion of federal and
executive power for economic and
cultural ends.

From these factions could emerge
a uniparty of technocratic Democrats
and nationalist Republicans, or of
populist Democrats and populist Re-
publicans. While they would have
disagreements, they would converge
on expanding executive, if not fed-
eral, power. Such bipartisanship
wouldn’t be an escape from dysfunc-
tion. The resulting concentration of
power in the federal government
would pose greater risks to Ameri-
can democracy than the heated rhet-
oric or election denialism of the past
decade.

Inklings of this uniparty are
emerging. Sens. Mike Lee (R., Utah)
and Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse (D.,
R.I.) have converged on permitting
reform that shifts transmission-sit-
ing authority from state and local
regulators to the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission. Socialist
Sen. Bernie Sanders of Vermont and
Republican Sen. Josh Hawley of Mis-

souri have backed a federal cap on
credit-card interest rates. Sens. Tim
Scott (R., S.C.) and Elizabeth Warren
(D., Mass.) joined forces to advance
a bill that has become law that uses
federal money to meddle in local
land-use policies. Lawmakers could
similarly intervene in local issues
like public education, urban planning
or policing.

Further centralization carries
greater risks given federal authority’s
expansion since the Progressive Era.
Proposals to tamper with settled fed-
eral institutions—like unilaterally ad-
mitting the District of Columbia and
Puerto Rico for partisan gain as Re-
publicans had with Western states af-
ter they retook control in 1888—could
provoke a backlash, pushing an al-
ready strained union toward a break-
ing point amid economic and geopo-
litical uncertainty. Yet unlike the
Gilded Age, Washington faces some
$40 trillion in debt, which is spooking
even liberals, along with enormous
entitlement obligations and costly
commitments abroad. These con-
straints may force a reckoning with
the concentration of power that
helped create them.

Recent debates over data centers,
school choice and the decentralized
Covid-19 pandemic response demon-
strate how states and localities can
settle consequential policy ques-
tions, particularly as Washington
demonstrates its incompetence and
policy ignorance. The remedy for na-
tional political dysfunction isn’t bi-
partisan agreement on concentrating
federal power. It is decentralization
and local control—greater discretion
and resources for institutions Ameri-
cans can directly hold accountable
and already trust far more. The U.S.
needs localism more than ever. His-
tory may not repeat 1894, but the
coming years could rhyme with it.

Mr. Showah writes That Patch-
work, a Substack newsletter.

By Robert Showah
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McKinley takes the oath of office in 1897, with Cleveland to the right.

OPINION

GOPWill Find Prosperity Is More Popular Than ‘Populism’
Have Republicans
lost the plot? You
have to wonder by
the way they have
staked the mid-
terms on appealing
to populist and po-
larizing furies.
Pandering won’t
help Republicans
this Tuesday any
more than Joe Bi-

den’s student loan forgiveness or
“pause” on new liquefied natural
gas exports did Democrats.

Exhibit A is the Trump team’s
deployment of Health and Human
Services Secretary Robert F. Ken-
nedy Jr. This serves more to ad-
vance Mr. Kennedy’s longstanding
ideological crusades against vac-
cines and pesticides than to win
votes for Republicans.

“We have to figure out a way to
grow food without poisoning our
kids, without giving ourselves can-
cer,” Mr. Kennedy declared at a
MAHA rally last week with Zach
Lahn and Joe Mitchell, Republican
nominees for Iowa’s governor and
Second Congressional District. Tak-
ing on Big Ag and corporations, Mr.
Lahn intoned, is a “spiritual battle.”

“For a long time, a select few have
gotten very rich off the backs of the
health of our children.”

Continuing his sermon on the
mount, Mr. Lahn advocated remov-
ing Covid vaccines from the market,
which he described as “a pro-life
mission.” The notion that the Covid
mRNA vaccines are causing mass
death is baseless, and to most vot-
ers it sounds kooky. Pro-life Iowans
probably don’t appreciate Mr.
Lahn’s conflating abortion with life-
saving vaccines.

Waging a war against farmers in
a state whose economic mainstay is
agriculture is even dumber. But
such is the Republican strategy
these days. The thinking seems to
be that candidates can win by ap-
pealing to populist hobby horses
and grievances.

To understand how mistaken
this is, look no further than Texas
GOP Senate nominee Ken Paxton.
The Texas attorney general has
tried to massage issues near and
dear to the MAHA movement by
targeting makers of toothpaste (for
fluoride), cereal (food dyes) and
clothing (chemicals), among other
businesses.

“Too many corners have been cut

by corporations in this country, and
I will continue to hold them ac-
countable,” Mr. Paxton said in a
press release last month announc-
ing an investigation into Hanes and
Fruit of the Loom over—wait for
it—potential “toxic chemicals” in
children’s underwear.

Maybe Mr. Paxton thinks target-
ing business will distract voters
from his personal baggage, includ-
ing impeachment on corruption al-
legations by the GOP-led Texas
House. (The Senate acquitted him.)
As he has amped up his antibusi-
ness campaign, his polling numbers
have slid.

Then there’s Kansas GOP Sen.
Roger Marshall, who has sought to
tap into anger at Wall Street by as-
sailing big banks and credit card
companies as “loan sharks.” He has
backed a 10% cap on credit-card in-

terest rates and sponsored a bill
with Illinois Democrat Dick Durbin
to regulate credit-card payment
networks.

Recent polls show the incumbent
trailing Democrat Adam Hamilton in
a state that hasn’t elected a Demo-
crat to the Senate since 1932 and
that Mr. Trump won by 16 points in
2024. One reason is reports that
while practicing medicine, Mr. Mar-
shall sued patients over unpaid bills
and charged them annual interest
up to 18%. Who’s the loan shark?

Like other Republicans in the
heartland, Mr. Marshall has been
hurt by the Trump tariffs and immi-
gration raids. Taxing imports is un-
popular beyond a thin slice of Re-
publican voters. So is demonizing
and deporting foreign workers who
haven’t committed a crime.

Vice President JD Vance last
month announced a suite of actions
that make it harder for skilled im-
migrants to work legally in the U.S.
He derided these immigrants as “in-
dentured servants.” What happened
to Mr. Trump’s pledge to build a
wall with a “big beautiful door”?
The door that his team is building
goes only one way—out.

The administration has similarly

appealed to a rump faction of isola-
tionists to no good effect. Earlier
this month, Mr. Trump eased sanc-
tions on Russia in return for Vladi-
mir Putin’s agreement to boost die-
sel exports. Diesel prices have
increased by 15 cents a gallon since
the deal was announced. One sus-
pects the real goal of cozying up to
Mr. Putin was to quell critics of the
administration’s foreign interven-
tions, like Tucker Carlson. So, too,
with leaks last week that Mr. Vance
is seeking to revive peace negotia-
tions with Iran. The vice president
desperately seeks a rapprochement
between the administration and iso-
lationists, at the cost of betraying
Ukraine and undermining U.S. im-
peratives in Iran.

Herein lies the root of the GOP’s
midterm problem: Republicans have
lost sight of what ordinary voters
care about in their bid to buy favor
with vocal interest groups and in-
fluencers they imagine are impor-
tant. The Biden team made the
same mistake as it tried to woo
young voters angry about inflation.
The way to win a majority isn’t to
appeal to disparate factions, but to
advance policies that promote
broad-based prosperity.

Their midterm strategy
of appealing to polarizing
furies looks an awful lot
like Joe Biden’s approach.
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Don’t Weaponize Tax Exemptions for Private Schools

A s President Reagan and his
lawyers began their campaign
to reshape American jurispru-

dence, an important early clash in-
volved the tax-exempt status of Bob
Jones University. For what it claimed
were religious reasons, Bob Jones re-
fused to admit blacks, then relented
under legal pressure but prohibited
interracial dating. The Internal Reve-
nue Service determined that these
practices violated the “fundamental
public policy” against race discrimi-
nation, and that Bob Jones therefore
wasn’t entitled to a tax exemption as
an educational institution.

In the Supreme Court, the Justice
Department opposed the IRS: “Con-
gress—not the courts or the Execu-
tive Branch—has exclusive author-
ity” to legislate, the department

wrote. “While we think Congress
should by law authorize the IRS to
deny tax exemptions to racially seg-
regated schools, nowhere in the In-
ternal Revenue Code . . . has it done
so.” So argued department lawyers
W. Bradford Reynolds and Chuck
Cooper, path-breaking opponents of
racial preferences. (They were joined
on the brief by a career government
lawyer who famously informed the
justices, in a footnote, that he dis-
agreed with most of the brief.)

The administration’s argument for
judicial restraint and limited govern-
ment held little appeal for the court
of the time. Only Justice William
Rehnquist dissented in Bob Jones
University v. U.S. (1983). Chief Jus-
tice Warren Burger’s majority opin-
ion, which treats the actual language
of the tax code as but a subordinate
factor in the analysis, is a model of

the dubious interpretative method
then prevailing. The appointment of
Justice Antonin Scalia, who insisted
on adhering to statutory text, was
three years away.

Fast-forward to today, when the
Burger court’s empowerment of IRS
regulation-writers has an unlikely
champion in the Trump administra-
tion. In a rule proposed in Septem-
ber for a public comment period
ending Tuesday, the IRS seeks a vast
expansion of its ability to deny tax
exemption to universities and other
private schools that discriminate
based on race.

Bob Jones’s policies were con-
temptible, open and notorious, and—
in the court’s view—so integral to
the school that they defined the in-
stitution’s “purpose.” A university
with such a wretched purpose, the
court said, lacked the charitable
character necessary for federal tax
exemption.

In part because the court tailored
its decision to Bob Jones’s excep-
tional facts, the IRS has seldom exer-
cised its court-created authority to
deny schools tax exemption based on
discrimination. But the new IRS pro-
posal ignores Burger’s restrictive lan-
guage. It broadly states that a school
isn’t tax exempt if it has “any” prac-
tice, in “any” program, that discrimi-
nates based on race. That language
would unleash IRS agents.

Students for Fair Admissions v.
Harvard (2023), the decision barring
racial preferences in university ad-
missions, is one of the Supreme
Court’s most essential rulings in de-
cades—a clear, powerful repudiation
of discriminatory practices that had
taken hold in elite institutions across

America. The decision catalyzed a re-
evaluation of corporate employment
practices, too, causing many compa-
nies to reassess preference programs
that had no basis in law.

This effort to stop discrimina-
tion can’t end with Fair Admis-
sions. The administration has
rightly assigned it high priority, in-
cluding by enforcing employment
laws enacted for that purpose and
by ending government programs
that encouraged discriminatory
practices, like Lyndon B. Johnson’s
affirmative-action executive order.

As important as that battle is,
other conservative principles must
also guide it. Atop the list is the rule
of law. Commitment to a government
of laws, not men, undergirds conser-
vatives’ emphasis on the text of stat-
utes and the original meaning of the
Constitution. It is why conservative
jurists honor the separation of pow-
ers, resisting innovative intrusions
by the administrative state. It is why
they insist on fair notice of the law’s
requirements and why they believe
in constraining discretionary—and
therefore potentially arbitrary—gov-
ernment action.

Against those principles—and
against the principles articulated in
Bob Jones by conservative legends
Brad Reynolds and Chuck Cooper—

consider this new IRS proposal.
For starters, the proposal is un-

lawful. It blows past the limitations
of Burger’s majority opinion, vastly
expanding an authority that the Rea-
gan administration and Rehnquist
rightly said Congress had never
granted.

The proposal creates endless op-
portunities for IRS mischief. How
will the IRS—a tax authority—deter-
mine when illegal race discrimina-
tion occurred, and how will it judge
when that discrimination is so grave
as to forfeit a school’s tax exemp-
tion? How extensive must that dis-
crimination be, how purposeful, how
central to the school’s publicly de-
clared mission? At Bob Jones, the
initial policy was essentially “no
blacks need apply.” Yet the IRS pro-
posal would deny tax exemption for
“any” discrimination. This would
give IRS agents boundless discretion
to select schools to investigate,
threaten, coerce and disqualify.

A final principle is relevant here,
one of administrative law and of pol-
itics: What goes around comes
around. This administration can’t
govern with an eye only to the next
two years. The legal authorities it as-
serts are loaded guns, to be picked
up and wielded by its successors.

Some in the Trump administra-
tion may have a list of universities
they believe should lose tax exemp-
tion. If this IRS rule is adopted and
withstands judicial scrutiny, the next
Democratic president will arrive with
a list, too.

Mr. Scalia, a Washington lawyer,
served as U.S. labor secretary,
2019-21.

By Eugene Scalia

The new Trump IRS
proposal is unlawful and
creates endless openings
for agency mischief.
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OPINION

By Daniel Delgado
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

Democrats are still searching 
for an immigration agenda that 
transcends the cruelty we’ve seen 
in our communities under Presi-
dent Donald Trump and the chaos 
we witnessed at the border under 
President Joe Biden. Chicago 
U.S. Rep. Delia Ramirez’s recent 
legislative proposal to abolish the 
Department of Homeland Secu-
rity and replace it with a Depart-
ment of Community Safety misses 
the mark.

I spent more than a decade 
at DHS serving under presi-
dents of both parties — includ-
ing, most recently, as the acting 
deputy assistant secretary for 
immigration policy. I can tell you 
from experience that Ramirez’s 
bill, the Reimagining Safety Act, 
which would dismantle DHS and 
replace it with a “new human- 
and community-centered federal 
department that promotes collec-
tive safety,” while simultaneously 
stripping away the government’s 
authority to enforce our immigra-
tion laws, would inevitably lead to 
another migrant crisis such as the 
one that overwhelmed Chicago 
just a few years ago.

Make no mistake. I’m also 
deeply concerned with what has 
happened to DHS under Trump’s 
cruel and reckless direction. I 
grew up in Chicagoland and regu-
larly visited the neighborhoods 
where our Latino brothers and 
sisters were terrorized by masked 
U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement and Border Patrol 
agents in pursuit of senseless 
deportation quotas during Opera-
tion Midway Blitz.

I take these offenses person-
ally — not just as a former DHS 
official, but also as a Latino whose 
brown family could just as easily 
fall victim to these indiscriminate 
attacks.

However, in trying to over-
correct for the sins of the Trump 
administration, Ramirez goes too 
far in suggesting that we simply 
get rid of essential government 
immigration functions.

Her proposal calls for abolish-
ing multiple government agencies 
that are critical to safeguarding 
our national security without 
providing definitive alternatives 
that would ensure their missions 

continue. For example, imagine 
what would happen if we were 
to abolish Customs and Border 
Protection and split its customs 
and immigration functions 
between different departments, as 
Ramirez suggests.

Decentralizing these func-
tions would decimate the govern-
ment’s coordinated inspection 
capacity to manage the flow of 
goods and people through ports of 
entry and, in effect, abolish CBP’s 
Office of Field Operations. The 
OFO, which screens hundreds 
of millions of travelers and their 
cargo annually at land ports of 
entry and airports, would see their 
authorities distributed across 
multiple government agencies — 
essentially re-creating the flawed 
construct that was exploited by 
terrorists to carry out the devas-
tating attacks on Sept. 11, 2001.

Today, OFO officers are charged 
with determining whether 
a noncitizen meets the legal 
requirements to be admitted to 
the United States and whether 
they pose a threat to public safety 
or national security. When some-

one is found to be inadmissible, 
CBP can detain them and initiate 
the removal process.

Ramirez’s bill would also hinder 
the government’s ability to refuse 
entry to noncitizens identified as 
suspected terrorists by rescinding 
the terrorism-specific grounds 
used to find them inadmissible, 
which include terrorist activities, 
associations and the providing of 
material support to designated 
terrorist groups.

Similarly, the government 
would no longer be able to apply 
these grounds as a basis to remove 
somebody already in the United 
States and must terminate all offi-
cial designations of foreign terror-
ist organizations. The bill would 
further impede the government’s 
ability to fund strategic national 
security tools that are used to 
monitor and prevent the travel 
of people whom the government 
reasonably suspects of terrorist 
activity.

Unbelievably, it would also 
require that the removal of any 
noncitizen — including those who 
pose a threat to the American 

public — be initiated by the attor-
ney general or their deputy, and 
then approved by a joint resolu-
tion of Congress.

For perspective, when ICE 
removed about 59,000 people 
from the United States in fiscal 
year 2021 — a historic low as the 
Biden administration prioritized 
detaining those with serious crim-
inal convictions and were still 
navigating operational challenges 
associated with the COVID-19 
pandemic — Congress would 
potentially have needed to debate 
and agree on 59,000 separate 
actions.

Together, these changes would 
produce an almost unimaginable 
result: If a suspected terrorist 
were to arrive at a port of entry 
seeking entry to the United States, 
the government would likely be 
required to allow them into the 
country. The individual could 
not be detained because the bill 
rescinds the authority to hold 
anyone in immigration detention, 
meaning they would ultimately 
be released and free to remain in 
the country until Congress — a 

body notoriously known for grid-
lock that hasn’t passed signifi-
cant immigration legislation in 
decades — voted to authorize their 
removal.

Ramirez is right to call for 
significant changes to rein in the 
Trump administration’s extreme 
nativist policies. I wholeheart-
edly agree with her that we need 
to hold those responsible for these 
atrocities accountable, including 
people such as former Homeland 
Security Secretary Kristi Noem 
and former Border Patrol Cmdr. 
Greg Bovino. I applaud efforts 
of groups such as the Illinois 
Accountability Commission that 
are diligently working to do so. 
But this legislative proposal is not 
the answer and would seriously 
undermine public safety and 
national security.

While this bill has no chance 
of ever becoming law, it sends the 
wrong message to voters about 
the sort of immigration policies 
Democrats want to implement. As 
approval for the president reaches 
historic lows and the public grows 
increasingly wary of his reck-
less pursuit of a xenophobic and 
chaotic immigration agenda, 
Democrats such as Ramirez 
have a rare opportunity to build 
consensus and pursue the kind of 
balanced and sensible reform that 
has the support of the American 
public.

We deserve a functional immi-
gration system that is both firm 
and fair, and that is consistent 
and humane. One that secures 
our border, safeguards public 
safety and national security, and 
welcomes those seeking an oppor-
tunity to enhance American pros-
perity and contribute to the rich 
diversity that makes this country 
great.

We can make this American 
dream a reality, but only if and 
when Congress finds the courage 
to act in a way that aligns with the 
needs and demands of the Ameri-
can people.

Daniel Delgado is a Chicagoland 
native and former acting 
deputy assistant secretary 
for immigration policy at the 
Department of Homeland 
Security. He is currently a senior 
fellow for immigration policy 
at the Searchlight Institute in 
Washington, D.C.

Abolishing DHS doesn’t  
reimagine safety. It undermines it

U.S. Rep. Delia Ramirez speaks at a rally in the Loop on Jan. 25 to protest the Department of Homeland 
Security and Immigration and Customs Enforcement, a day after federal immigration agents killed Alex Pretti 
in Minneapolis. EILEEN T. MESLAR/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

By Kaivan Shroff
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

Ten years ago this November, 
Democratic presidential nominee 
Hillary Clinton lost to Republi-
can Donald Trump. Eerily, almost 
everything she warned about 
him has since happened. She said 
he was Vladimir Putin’s puppet 
— he just recently defied biparti-
san sanctions against the Russian 
dictator. She said he would refuse 
to accept an election he lost — 
then Jan. 6 happened. She said 
a man who could be baited with 
a tweet couldn’t be trusted with 
nuclear weapons and that Trump 
would shred the Iran deal and risk 
war. She said Roe v. Wade would 
be overturned. She even warned 
his tariffs would start a trade war 
with China and drive prices up for 
American consumers.

None of it worked at the time, 
but it all checked out. Many of 
us who were on the campaign 
treat that record as vindication. 
Perhaps it should read as a warn-
ing of its own.

Clinton’s accuracy in describing 
Trump was never the problem. 
But Democrats keep making one 
kind of argument — a verdict on 
Trump — when elections turn on 
the other kind — an explanation of 
why a voter’s own life got harder 
and what will fix it. Ten years 
in, despite being on track for big 
midterms wins, they still seem to 
be missing this lesson.

Trump condemns his oppo-
nents constantly, but he also 
— always — does the thing Demo-
crats most often don’t. He hands 
people a cause or a culprit — and 
a cure. Your plant closed because 
of NAFTA. Your wages stalled 
because of immigrants. Canada 
is the enemy! Almost none of it 
holds up substantively. Still, it 
works because the packaging is 
compelling: It tells a person why 
her life got harder and what to do 
about it.

Stating the obvious — that 
Trump is “temperamentally unfit” 
— does nothing to persuade a 
voter looking for an explanation 
for their problems. It’s a conclu-
sion about somebody else, and 

it asks a voter to care about the 
personality of a man she has most 
likely already made up her mind 
about.

I worked on that campaign’s 
digital team. Every day we put out 
the clip, the quote, the documen-
tary evidence, the contradictory 
video, on a theory nobody ever 
seemed to name — that expo-
sure was the only thing standing 
between a reachable voter and our 
verdict on Trump. What we never 
took seriously was that millions of 
people already knew exactly who 
Trump was and had weighed him 
against something they wanted 
more.

Ironically, Clinton herself 
had already diagnosed the issue. 
During the same September 
2016 speech that produced the 
much-litigated “basket of deplor-
ables” moment, Clinton actu-
ally completed the sentiment 
by describing a less-discussed 
second group of Trump support-
ers, “that other basket of people, 

who are people who feel that 
government has let them down, 
nobody cares about them, nobody 
worries about what happens to 
their lives and their futures, and 
they are just desperate for change. 
It doesn’t really even matter 
where it comes from. They don’t 
buy everything (Trump) says, but 
he seems to hold out some hope 
that their lives will be differ-
ent. They won’t wake up and see 
their jobs disappear, lose a kid to 
heroin, feel like they’re in a dead 
end. Those are people we have to 
understand and empathize with 
as well.”

But notice where she said it. She 
said it at a fundraiser with Barbra 
Streisand to a room full of donors. 
Her solution was to offer kindness 
and compassion — not to name 
an enemy and a fix. Trump spent 
2016 telling those same people 
who had caused their pain and 
what he was going to do to make it 
better. The former is a nice senti-
ment. The latter is an argument, as 

detached from the facts as it may 
be. The first basket was the verdict 
— and that is the one voters most 
heard about during the campaign 
cycle.

To be clear, this isn’t a rehashing 
about one candidate’s weaknesses. 
I continue to believe Clinton was 
one of the most formidable and 
qualified contenders for president 
in the nation’s history. But she ran 
the play the party believed in and 
still seems to.

You can see the shared instinct 
in the numbers. In the final 10 
days of 2016, roughly 9 in 10 
Clinton ads were about Trump’s 
personal failings. This midterms 
cycle, Democrats have spent more 
than $163 million on ads mention-
ing Trump almost 180,000 times 
just since Sept. 1.

Democrats look likely to win 
big, while running that same argu-
ment harder than ever. Here’s 
what shifted — Clinton’s warnings 
have become receipts. Voters now 
have the consequences of his pres-

idency to blame.
Joe Biden, too, ran the purest 

version anyone has run of the 
“focus on Trump” strategy — a 
campaign about the “battle for 
the soul of the nation.” But look 
at the context of that moment: 
A pandemic overseen by Trump 
had killed more than 200,000 
Americans by Election Day 2020, 
the economy had cratered and 
the cost of Trump’s character and 
unfitness had become real. Voters 
didn’t need Biden to warn them of 
what Trump would do — he had 
done it. That made it easy to point 
to him as the cause or culprit. The 
catastrophe did the work.

Four years later, Democrats 
stuck to the focus on Trump, but 
he was no longer in office and 
could no longer be pointed at as 
the cause of Americans’ woes. 
Kamala Harris again warned us. 
She called out Trump’s Proj-
ect 2025 agenda. She warned of 
Trump turning U.S. troops on 
American citizens.  It didn’t land. 
He wasn’t in power and was not a 
credible explanation of the prob-
lems of the day.

The warnings didn’t get better 
in 2020 or 2026. They just became 
reality — the clear cause of the 
problem. Democrats should be 
careful not to mistake Trump’s 
current unpopularity for proof 
that we’ve figured out how to beat 
him or the next version of him. 
If the party still needs voters to 
experience the harm of Republi-
can policies before it can actually 
win them over, we have merely 
learned how to capitalize on disas-
ter — not how to prevent it.

Clinton was right about Trump, 
but our campaign couldn’t 
convince enough Americans 
before it was too late. The next 
Trump won’t come with a decade 
of evidence against him.

If Democrats still can’t 
persuade voters until they’ve 
suffered the consequences, we 
haven’t learned enough.

Kaivan Shroff is a politics and 
culture commentator, attorney 
and former digital organizer for 
Hillary Clinton’s 2016 presidential 
campaign.

Democrats still are missing the lesson from 2016

Democratic presidential nominee Hillary Clinton, right, and Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump 
participate in a town hall debate at Washington University in St. Louis on Oct. 9, 2016.  
RICK WILKING/REUTERS
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OPINION

O’Hare Flyer no panacea
The Tribune Editorial Board’s 

recent defense of the $2.25 billion 
O’Hare Flyer transit project relies 
entirely on a sciolistic premise 
(“Kennedy Expressway mess 
demands approval for the O’Hare 
Flyer,” Oct. 28). In its haste to 
dismiss legitimate suburban 
resistance as mere “NIMBYism,” 
the editorial board employs a 
superficial veneer of public tran-
sit jargon while wholly misinter-
preting the ground reality facing 
Forest Park. Using an acronym 
meant for minor zoning squabbles 
against resistance to a massive, 80 
mph express train slicing through 
dense residential blocks is an 
arrogant posture that completely 
obscures the true nature of this 
unconscionable project.

The O’Hare Flyer is not a public 
transit panacea; it is a privately 
funded luxury corridor built to 
bypass local communities. For 
Forest Park, the consequences of 
this high-speed train are severe. 
Project developers promise a 
sleek, “whisper quiet” 15-minute 
trip between downtown and the 
airport. What they downplay is 
that a train running in both direc-
tions every 15 minutes creates a 
disruptive passing interval every 
seven and a half minutes. Relent-
less transit traffic and low-fre-
quency vibrations will skirt right 
behind residential properties, 
an elementary school and local 
community spaces.

Furthermore, the economic 
case for local residents is a 
complete illusion. This train will 
not ferry the airport’s hardwork-
ing, shift-based employees, who 
rely heavily on affordable public 
mass transit lines. Instead, the 
O’Hare Flyer threatens to siphon 
attention and resources away 
from vital existing public systems 
like the CTA Blue Line and 
Metra, which actually serve our 
neighborhood’s daily commut-
ers. Proponents tout thousands 
of short-term construction jobs 
while remaining completely silent 
on long-term traffic, property 
value, and localized economic and 
environmental impact studies.

To look down from an edito-
rial desk and reduce real anxieties 
over trains and their persistent 
structural vibrations and plum-
meting property values to a simple 
case of “self-interested neighbors” 
is the height of elite pretense. 
Labeling this technology as “whis-
per quiet” is deliberately disin-
genuous, masking the profound 
physical disruption a high-speed 
corridor brings to a tight-knit 

community.
Forest Park is a vibrant residen-

tial space, not an industrial transit 
trench.

True regional planning values 
equitable transit and protects 
local neighborhoods. The O’Hare 
Flyer does neither, and Forest 
Park must refuse to be its pass-
through track.
— Michael Chronopoulos, Forest 
Park 

A lesson on what not to do
The proposed privately funded 

O’Hare Flyer represents exactly 
the kind of development-first 
thinking that has too often sacri-
ficed Illinois communities for 
questionable economic gains. 
Residents in the 11 affected munic-
ipalities are witnessing a blueprint 
for how not to build infrastruc-
ture.

Let’s start with what develop-
ers won’t emphasize: 144 trains 
daily passing through established 
neighborhoods from 4 a.m. to 10 
p.m. means a train every seven 
and a half minutes when count-
ing both directions. Running at 
80 mph through dense residential 
areas including River Grove and 
Franklin Park won’t be “whis-
per-quiet,” despite marketing 
claims. Battery-electric motors 
may be quieter than diesel, but 
wheel-rail noise and aerodynamic 
noise increase dramatically with 
speed. And let’s not forget legally 
required train horns blasting 96 to 
110 decibels at every grade cross-
ing — that’s deafening, not whis-
per-quiet.

More troubling is the envi-
ronmental toll on the Thatcher 
Woods Forest Preserve. No inde-
pendent wildlife study exists. 
How do fenced rail corridors 

cutting through protected land 
align with Cook County’s conser-
vation commitments? The Forest 
Preserve District hasn’t endorsed 
this route, yet construction would 
proceed regardless.

This project also raises 
fundamental equity questions. 
Who benefits? Airport travel-
ers already have the Blue Line 
and Metra options. Meanwhile, 
minimum-wage airport work-
ers depend on reliable, afford-
able transit that the O’Hare Flyer 
ignores entirely. The express 
trains would skip local stops in 
most communities, offering zero 
service to residents along the rail 
line while potentially hurting 
state and federal funding for exist-
ing systems such as the CTA and 
Metra that serve actual commut-
ers.

At least one community — River 
Forest — has formally questioned 
operating details, maximum 
speeds, noise assessments and 
vibration mitigation. These aren’t 
unreasonable requests; they’re 
basic due diligence that should 
precede construction, not follow 
it. Yet critics report little commit-
ment to independent studies or 
binding mitigation measures.

Finally, consider the prece-
dent. If we allow high-speed rail 
through preserved natural areas 
and residential neighborhoods 
without comprehensive envi-
ronmental review and genuine 
community consent, what stops 
future projects from doing the 
same? The “build it and they’ll 
come” mentality has failed cities 
nationwide.

We deserve transportation solu-
tions that serve everyone — not 
just privileged travelers willing 
to pay premium fares while local 

communities absorb the noise, 
congestion and environmental 
damage. Alternatives like expand-
ing Blue Line express service or 
strengthening Metra integration 
would be far more cost-effective 
and equitable.

Tell the O’Hare Flyer to go 
back to the drawing board. Our 
communities aren’t disposable 
rights-of-way.
— Grace Vitale, River Grove

Many unanswered questions
I read the editorial supporting 

the O’Hare Flyer with disbelief. I 
don’t think anyone would argue 
that Chicago doesn’t need better 
transportation to O’Hare Interna-
tional Airport. But how does that 
justify demanding approval of a 
$2.25 billion project with so many 
unanswered questions?

The Tribune Editorial Board 
describes the Flyer as “shov-
el-ready,” yet its developers have 
disclosed only one fundraising 
round, without revealing how 
much they raised. A second round 
reportedly seeks another $18 
million. Major railroad agree-
ments and regulatory approvals 
are still outstanding. That hardly 
sounds shovel-ready.

Then there are the engineering 
challenges. The proposal includes 
a 90-foot-high rail bridge over 
active O’Hare taxiways, new infra-
structure around the airport’s 
terminals and a downtown station 
that has yet to be built. Have these 
plans been independently evalu-
ated? Has anyone established that 
they’re even feasible?

The board also makes much of 
the project’s private financing. 
But privately financed rail proj-
ects have a history of generating 
public costs. Brightline in Florida 
has benefited from hundreds of 
millions in public infrastruc-
ture expenditures, and its parent 
companies recently filed for 
bankruptcy. Taxpayers have good 
reason to ask questions before 
accepting promises that a project 
won’t cost them anything.

As for those of us the board 
has labeled “NIMBYs,” we’re not 
opposed to better public trans-
portation. We’re concerned about 
introducing 144 trains a day, trav-
eling upward of 80 mph, through 
residential neighborhoods. 
Living near existing freight tracks 
doesn’t mean we signed up for 
high-speed passenger trains 

running every seven minutes. 
Where are the independent noise, 
vibration and safety studies? What 
protections will be provided to 
the people living alongside these 
tracks?

I also find it troubling that the 
board has reduced legitimate 
concerns from residents across 
multiple communities to selfish 
obstructionism. We’re talking 
about people’s homes, families, 
safety and quality of life. Eleven 
communities and a forest preserve 
would be affected by the proposed 
route, and residents in each 
deserve a meaningful voice in the 
process.

The Kennedy Expressway is a 
mess. We all know that. But that 
doesn’t make the first ambitious 
proposal that comes along the 
right solution.

Before the Tribune Edito-
rial Board calls on government 
to approve the Flyer, perhaps it 
should investigate whether the 
Flyer’s developers can actually 
deliver what they’re promising.
— Laura Toerner, River Forest

Fare thee well, John Kass
Once upon a time, I was an avid 

follower of John Kass’ regular 
column in the Tribune. He did a 
nice job of emulating the snarky 
style of Mike Royko, although no 
one could be expected to match 
that journalistic brilliance.

Kass was at his best as an 
observer of humanity and as an 
investigative reporter of the many 
shenanigans going on in local 
government. Then something 
happened to him.

Kass would often mention his 
twin boys in his columns, and it 
seemed to me that just about the 
time they went off to college is 
when Kass went feet first right 
down the rabbit hole.

His clever observations veered 
into far-right conspiracy theories, 
and he seemed to relish being a 
point man for the toxic cultural 
wars that the Republican Party 
has bathed itself in for many 
decades now.

I am quite happy to learn that 
his distortions will no longer 
be polluting the minds of his 
subscribers, but saddened to see 
the waste of such a unique talent 
that he had foolishly squandered.

Fare thee well, John. Who 
knows what might have been.
— Thomas Green, Highland Park

Voice of the People

A Forest Park-bound Blue Line CTA train travels away from Chicago on 
March 14, 2025. ANTONIO PEREZ/CHICAGO TRIBUNE
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MAGA influencers got a bit 
worked up last week after former 
President Barack Obama mocked 
President Donald Trump’s gold-
gold-gold-heavy Oval Office.

“I don’t know if you’ve noticed, 
but he seems very focused on 
home renovation,” Obama gibed 
about the questionable redecora-
tion Trump has undertaken at the 
White House.

“He should be on HGTV. … 
There’s gold everywhere. He’s 
got the White House looking 
like Saddam Hussein opened a 
Cheesecake Factory.”

Nailed it.
I know I speak for more than 

just me when I observe that 
Trump has turned the sacred 
space of “the People’s House” into 
a glitzy mess.

Over the years, the White 
House has had its share of renova-
tions, major and minor, as well as 
regular efforts to update its decor. 
Occasionally eyebrows have been 
raised and tongues have clucked, 
as when Nancy Reagan splashed 
out on new china, but a simple and 
sober aesthetic has been main-
tained, as befits a democratic 
republic.

However, Trump has encrusted 
the Oval Office with gilded 
gewgaws and stuffed it with glit-
tering vases, frames, trophies, 
platters and other trappings 
appropriate to the palaces of 
Europe that once housed auto-
crats who ruled by divine right.

I don’t need to remind you, as 
some would like to remind Trump, 
that the Oval Office belongs to all 
of us, and we’re not all thrilled 
with the idea of living in an 
updated version of the Gilded Age, 
as Mark Twain dubbed the late 
19th-century period of extreme 
wealth and political corruption in 

America.
That’s part of the reason why 

Obama’s remark instantly hit a 
nerve in the MAGA universe.

“Sounding more bitter than 
ever,” said an anchorwoman on 
Fox News.

Others chimed in that Obama 
was ”taking cheap shots.” Right-
wing media mogul Ben Shapiro 
said of the ex-president, “He is 
such a jerk!”

The most instinctive line of 
backlash was to call Obama a 
snob, to suggest that his joke was 
intended as a thinly veiled insult 
to the Cheesecake Factory, as well 
as to the innocent customers who 
enjoy eating $20 cheeseburgers 
amid its over-the-top splendor.

Scott Jennings, a longtime 
GOP political strategist and CNN 
fixture, distilled this line of attack 
best in this screed about Obama 
on X:

“Makes speeches for 500k a 
pop. Hasn’t eaten dinner that costs 
less than $250 in years. Has never 
been in a Cheesecake Factory. 
Undefeated at condescend-
ing to regular folks. Will always 
be known for a presidency that 
ushered in the Trump era to begin 
with.”

Mercy. Are we getting off-topic 
or what?

Never mind that Trump could 
outsnob Obama any day of the 
week. He at least has the bucks 
to back it up. He made more than 

$2 billion last year. He earned 
about $1.4 billion from his crypto 
ventures in 2025.

Breaking with the recent tradi-
tion of presidents and Cabinet 
members putting their invest-
ments in blind trusts, Trump has 
openly invested in companies, 
such as Nvidia and Tesla, that 
have much to gain or lose from his 
actions, and he has made public 
statements bolstering them.

Those investments also include 
the Cheesecake Factory, it turns 
out. Trump purchased up to 
$175,000 worth of stock in the 
popular restaurant chain last year, 
the Daily Beast reported Wednes-
day. True to form, Trump made 
sure to praise the company, calling 

it “a very successful business.”
Trump’s notoriety for corrup-

tion may finally be eclipsing his 
populist appeal, and even rheto-
ricians as skilled as Jennings have 
difficulty making a case for him. 
Jennings is mentioned as a top 
candidate to be the next White 
House press secretary, and if he’s 
able to sell that malarkey about 
Obama being “undefeated at 
condescending to regular folks,” 
he deserves it.

But that’s politics, isn’t it? If 
they can’t call you a communist, 
they’ll call you an elitist — or the 
like.

Obama doesn’t have to worry 
about winning elections anymore. 
But the man who occupies the 
newly gilded Oval Office faces 
crashing approval ratings and 
the strong possibility of a greatly 
reduced Republican presence in 
the House and Senate, judging by 
the polls.

At a rally in Georgia, Obama 
nailed a major big reason why 
Trump finds himself in this 
predicament: a failure to focus on 
the bread-and-butter problems 
like inflation and “forever wars” 
that are facing American voters.

Instead, Obama noted, the pres-
ident “was very upset about the 
Cheesecake Factory comment. He 
took great umbrage.”

What Trump and his MAGA 
influencers did not choose to 
respond to, Obama continued, 
was his criticism that Trump was 
“directly responsible for rising 
prices,” that his tariffs were disas-
trous for American consumers, 
that Trump and his cronies were 
“engaging in unprecedented levels 
of corruption.”

In other words, Obama said, 
“They mobilized a whole-of-gov-
ernment response to that joke — 
not to inflation, but to that joke.”

The aura of Trumpism is losing 
its allure, and fast. Is this the end 
of the movement? We’ll see what 
voters have to say on Tuesday.

Email Clarence Page at cptimee@
gmail.com.

How Obama’s ‘Cheesecake Factory’ 
comment reveals state of MAGA

Former President Barack Obama speaks Wednesday in Morrow, Georgia, where he repeated his comparison 
of President Donald Trump’s Oval Office to the Cheesecake Factory. BRYNN ANDERSON/AP
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