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‘Shereen Ratnagar, the professor who
taught us that stones could speak.’
—By Parvinder Singh
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The good of the people is
the greatest law.

— Cicero
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WIidanEXPRERS SIR judgment gets the law right,
RAMNATH GOENKA
AMNATH and the ground reality wrong
BECAUSE THE TRUTH
INVOLVES US AT emmmeGnOpn i comEt oy imdsceCtenaty [P itk prbgrane et yar g il ho Go s eciRod iopenainon

EC mustanswer but SC
givesit free pass & more

first know whose votes may be
counted.” That arresting open-
ing line from CJI Surya Kant’s
124-pagejudgmentin Association for Demo-

cratic Reforms vs Election Commission of

Act. Without this guardrail, the SIR could

have silently become a backdoor NRC. The =

Courtrefused that. =
One more direction deserves appreci-

ation. The ECI has been told to refer, within

ing into the democratic process. The SIR,
as vnhdmed risks svstemauca].ly disen-

non-compliance. Whauftheauﬂmn[ylsun»

abletodeci 3

the people deep-
eningwas meant to reach.
‘Then there is the documentation prob-

tion? Will the againtowait
till the “next election”? A direction without
teethisadirectionin name only.

India, delivered on May 27, setsanappropri- ~ four weeks, all persons whose nameswere  §Y QURAISH] lem. The Court upheld the ECT’s InWest over90lakh names
ately philosophical tone for one of the most deleted from the 2003 Biharroll on citizen- framework as a “considered exercise of ad-  were deleted from the draft rolls. In Tamil
HESUPREME Courtrulingon ial electoral rulings in recent authority — mnlstxanvedxscreuon Butalarge portion  Nadu, nearly74 lakh. The scale of potentially
Special Intenswe Revxsmn oi elecmral mlls spends far memory. It is ajudgment that getsthecon-  and if that authority finds them to be of] wrongful exclusion is not th ical. It has
too many’ - stitutional law largely right — and the citizens, their names shall be restored. On tary proof ofldennty and residk Theone already Thecourt -
able — the Election Commission has a constitutional ground reality almostentirelywrong. Italso  paper, this isa meaningful protection. reliable proof that existed, namely the Elec-  rive after the damage.
mandatetoensure freeand fair polls. And that which isunexcep- mistakes a demolition for a renovation. Now forthe cons—and they are serious. tor’s Photo Identity Card, has been trashed Just 12 days ago, CJ1 Surya Kant — the
tionable — the electoral rolls on which the polls rest must be ac- Let me begin with the credit due. The judgment does not address what is inonestroke. authorofthej 1anguish
curate and reliable. No one, no political party, has 1 _TheCourt hatelectionad-  perhaps the most fundamental objection: Most troubling of all is the remedy the ~ from the bench about lawyers with fake de-
either of the above principles or pieties. There is no doubt rhat known: Cl lecto-  What the current ECI conducted was not a judgment grees and no briefs, “like cockroaches”.
theEC plays aleading rolein me India story, and if m ralrollsare notan icetybut  revisionat al.l It wasade novo collection of Personsdeleted: erroneously may, theCoun ’I‘oday with this 1udgment thelearned Chief
oft inacountry the foundation of democratic legmmacy dat: ling roll says, “assail ionofthe C i heapedabounty on
nishes that story immeasurably. Undoubtedly, too, the periodic Moret leshad Bi- onwhich ECs had labouzed for by way of judicial review”, Picture thevoter ~ them. With crores ot wrongfullv deleted
clean-up of Elector\l rolls is necessary, in light of large-scale mi- har’s last Special Intensive Revision (SIR).  nearly three decades. Through thisisadc : The daily ficial review, the
D'r'mnn rapid |llpsnl cl non- Rapid isation and large-scale migra-  summary revisions, the Commission had inSi i i whohasbeen  sam lawyersacross India will find
‘death Havi id that, how- tion had produced rolls riddled with duplx— achieved about 99 per centaccuracy m the removed from the rolls, possibly without  themselves overwhelmed with work. They
ever, the problem begins. cation, dead voters, and multiple electoral rolls. Electi as knowing it, possibly having neverseenthe  will laugh all the way to the bank. Whether
‘The EC’s conduct of the SIR il in Bihar, and l.hen the manner of of migrant voters. Annual Summary Revi-  the2024 i {uctedon draft roll, centainly withoutalawyer,and al-  the poor voter, whose only power was the
il mWaﬂT ques- it butprob-  theseveryrollswithout challenge. Tothrow most certainly without the time, money,or ~ vote, will find anything to laugh about is
electoral in- lems pers's[ed Tl)eECl'sdecision o under— that work into the dustbin, and to harass 1 legal literacy to file a peuuon before a com-  quiteanother matter.
egrity oterinclusion. There are wi billionvotersjustto fixaresidual inaccuracy, petentcourt. Judicial review de- Thevoterrollisnot icdocu-
concernsthat the EC'saction: il inst the va! 1d as the SChas upheld —even n [he isnot an SIR thhm the meamngot Section signed for citizens with resourcesand time.  ment. Itis, in practice, every citizen’s certifi-
citizen — by shifting the burden of proof onto vulnerable voters; manner of i 21(3).Iti different. The Forthe poor voter, itisnoremedyatall —it  cate of democratic belonging. Every name
by laying down an onerous documentation regime; by setting The Court correctly holds that the SIR is  Courtsimply did not engage with is the law’s way of closingadoor  wrongly struck off is democracy denied —
imeli thevoter ellate pro- traceable 21(3) of the: this distinction. That silence isa Persons deleted erroneously while appearingtoopenit. notbyanenemyofthestate, but by the state
cess, This is what led to nearly 27 lakh being disenf ised in tionof the P Act, read with AmcleSZ4 serious lacuna. ; . . The citizenship referral direc-  itself. The SC has told us the SIR is constitu-
the West Bengal election. Now, the Court does notjust 1d conflictwith The Court upheld the use of Ay, the Courtsays,‘assailthe  tioncarriesasimilarinfirmity. The ~ tional. Whatithasnottold us —and whatno
the EC, it hands it a free pass by giving it the benefit of the doubt imperative of free and fair elections. More the 2003 roll as the reference  decision of the Commission by competent authority under the  judgment can — is whether a democracy
onevery and latitude. Mostdisturb- importantly, it draws an intelligent and  baseline, meaningeveryvoteren-  way of judicial review’, Picture ~ Ci ip Act has no that otersinthe
ingly, evenonthe citizenship is issue, the Court, in effect givesthe necessary lineon cmzenslnp I'he ECIcan ro[led after 2003 must re-verify. the voter thisis addressed to: infrastructuretohandlemillionsof  nameofcleanrollsdeservestocallitselfone.
EC free play, without any The !‘ says the it, but for ofde- fully about who that is: Z ' individual cases. Thejudgmentdi-
Court,i “Jimi " forthe pur- termining inclusion or exclusion from the ~ The young first-time voter, the The daily wage labourer rects completion before “thenext  Quraishii Chief Election C
pose of de[ermuung (he ehglbd.\ty for inclusion in [he electoral electoral roll. Deletion from the voters'list  migrant labourer, the woman removed fromtherolls Parliamentary, Assembly, or Local  of Indi hor of d Wonder
roll: notamounttoac ination of doesnotamount fnon-citi- newly enrolled under SVEEP. Bodyelection, whi isearlier” — The Making of the Great Indian Election

citizenship, which will bedecldedbyu]e “Competent Authority
under the Citizenship Act”. So far so good. But then, even as the
Courtspeaksofthe right tojudici ‘revxewformm

may have deleted, it

ing of due process by directing Lha[ \f the EC is not satisfied that

aperson meetst inclusionin the elec-

toral roll”, it must refer this individual tothe government’sCom-

petent Authority within fourweeks. The SIR isn'tatest for citizen-

s.h.lp but the EC which can only make a “limited euqmrv into
s] mset[hestagefmm it

the currentcitizen-

inWest Bengal hasan-

nounced that those deleted from the electoral rolls would lose

govemmenlbeneﬁls Inatimewhenthe ghuspauluya or} ﬂlegal

of spects anda;

d itics, the Court

ian of the individual’s rights. Going forward, therefore, the EC

will need strongerscrutiny.

Theng

A new Karnataka CM, a
tired Congress script

HE 2023 assembly election result in Karnataka
marked arare triumph for Congress since the waning
ofitselectoral fortunesafter2014. The AHINDA social
coalition resurrected by Siddaramaiah, a campaign
focused on corruption and governance issues and a party or-
ganisation that came together, credit for which was given to D
K Shivakumar — a host of factors came together to give Con-
gress 135 seats in the 224-seat House. Unfortunately, almost
from the very beginning of outgoing Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah’s term, the Karnataka story has been dominated by the
famonal fight wnthm Lhe ruling party. Wth his reﬂgnauun and
thelikely drival inhis
place, Congress’s. challenges inKarnataka are set to grow.
Siddaramaiah is a mass leader with wide appeal among
OBCs, minorities and Dalits. He has taken political ownership
of Congress’s “five guarantees” — cash transfer and welfare
schemes aimed at women and youth, which have, on the one
hand, become a safety net but on the other, shrunk the room
for mpual expendxtum by the government. The Social and Edu-

faultline, by: the
l]ght on [he mnulannn and ic indices of
a-visothers.

Rather than looking for ways to nawgate this changing land-
scape, C bu ing rival factions. On the
governance front, Bengaluru, the hub of innovation and start-
ups, continues to face crumbling infrastructure, even as other
urban centres cry out forattention and investment.

Sub-groups inside large parties can enrich governance
through multiple perspectives. The Karnataka story, though,
speaksofa bmaderpolmcal culturethat remains myopic, even
asC he face of the BJP* Thenew
CM can use the next two years to change this script. Or, it can
be another chapter inastory of an unchecked decline.

Consensus builder,
and abridge

AJA RANDHIR Singh, who dled on Wednwiay aged

hen far

from the spotlight. It was the time before Olympic

edals, corporate backing and shooting academies.

Compeung in five Olympics between 19()8 and 1984, he was

iest international tray

ysfirstAsian G i isci

an't

in1978.

Buthi
to embody a continuity between amateur-era Indian sport and
a more globalised Olympic future. He did so first as an athlete
who understood the sport intimately, and later as a figure who
could represent India within mtermuona] federations.

merelyinmedal

Singhwasnot yreformerin
sense, nordid heculti i fast inistra-
tor.Instead, his valuelay in relati ) i access
\i i fromtl 1l toln-

dia’s Olympic medallists, viewed him as someone who could
quietly get things done.

Bomninto Patialaroyalty, son of former International Olympic
Committee (IOC) member Raja Bhalindra Singh, Singh moved
through international sporting circles with ease. The Olympic
movement h:slancally drew heavﬂy ﬁom dnstocmcy, old insti-
tuti
described himasa ™ buﬂder and figure.
India’s sporting rise owed much to athletes on podiums, but it
alsodepended on figures like Randhir Singh.

India’s West Asia challenge:
Stay agile, stay connected

-
-

SYED
AKBARUDDIN

ARELY IN recent years has

‘West Asia occupied so much

spaceinIndia’s foreign-policy

conversation. Attention, how-

ever, hasnot dlways produced
B

Y
columns have sorted the heroes and vil-
lains. By prime time, TV hosts have turned
the crisis into loyalty tests.

For India, West Asia is not a straight
line. It is a Rubik’s Cube. Every move
shifts another face. There is no single
‘West Asia for New Delhi to align with. Is-
rael, the Gulfand Iran are three principal
faces of the same puzzle. A posture that
protects defence ties with Israel may com-
plicate Gulf sensitivities. A channel that
preserves access to Iran may unsettle
partners elsewhere.

The first is a security and technology-
oriented West Asxa Here, Israel matters.
The i indefence

gethereasily. Each twists differently, creat-
ing pressure elsewhere. Today’s crisis has
fused Gaza, the US confrontation with Iran,
militia activity in Lebanon and pressure on
maritime routes into a layered conflict.
Even within individual theatres, align-
mentsarenot straightforward. In Lebanon,
thestate’sinterest in preventing escalation
can overlap more with Israel’s preference
forstability than with Hezbollah's confron-
tation-driven posture, without making
themallies.

This is where the punch(ry fractures.
O ery Indian or
silence as proof of a tilt towards Israel and
the US. Another wants New Delhi to speak
inalouder moral register. A third mistakes
low visibility for irrelevance. The shallo-
west version treats foreign policy asoptics.

The claim that India has “chosen” one
sideignoresIndia’sdifferent interests. The

procurement, mtelllgence -sharing and
counter-terrorism capabllmes Inacrisis,
these are operational assets. Any serious
Indian policy must account for this layer,
however uncomfortable that may be for
those who prefer a purely moral frame.

The second is an economic and
human West Asia, the Gulf. For India, it
means remittances, oil, gas, investment
flows, food security and the safety of its
workers abroad. Saudi Arabia and the
UAE are both indispensable, but they are
not interchangeable. Riyadh carries the
‘weight of oil markets, Islamic legitimacy
and bargaining in any future regional
settlement. Abu Dhabi’s break with OPEC
discipline underlines how differently it
moves. It is faster, more commercially
wired, less bound by old Gulf caution,
more open with Israel and more wary of
‘Tehran. For India, there is no single Gulf
consensus waiting to be read from one
capital. The Gulf has become a cube
within the cube.

The third sits on the map itself. For
India, Iran is not just a difficult sanctions
problem. It is Chabahar, access to Afghan-
istanand Central Asia, and areminder that
geography keeps its own counsel. A closed
channel with Tehran would make India
less agile.

These three West Asias do not fit to-

For India, West
Asiaisnota
straight line. It
isaRubik’s
Cube. Every
move shifts
another face.
Thereisno
single West
Asiafor New
Delhito
align with

that India should have spoken
more forcefully assumes that voice alone
alters outcomes in a conflict where some
actors can change facts on the ground.
Moral clarity matters. States, however, in-
herit. hat

not. The charge of absence is misleading
too. Visibility and access are not the same.
India has tried to preserve access rather
than spend it onalouder line.

None of this means India has mastered
the moment. The risks are now closer to
home. West Asia enters India through oil
and fertiliser prices, pressure on foreign ex-
change reserves, a weaker rupee and
anxious families. Recent appeals for re-
straint in fuel use, gold purchases and for-
eign travel attest to that.

India has recognised that West Asia is
not a single contest but a tangle of ri-
valries, bargains and anxieties. That
means policy, even when purposeful, will
sometimes appear uneven. Debate and
commentary will continue, as they
should. India’s successin West Asia, how-
ever, will be judged by whether it can pro-
tectits interests, keep channels open and
keep turning the cube without losing sight
of the whole.

The writer is former permanent representative
of India to the United Nations, and dean,
Kautilya School of Public Policy, Hyderabad

Three-hourrule willturn digital
arena into echochamber

NDIA'S DIGITAL landscape has long been a site of pro-
ductive friction —a place where a billion voices coalesce
tosignal democratic collaboration. However, the recent
notification of the Information Technology (Intermedi-
ary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Amend-
ment Rules, 2026, marks a fundamental shift in the state’s re-
lationship with the internet. By tightening the leash on

Divvya “intermediaries” and extending the “broadcasting” tag to in-
MAHEPAL dividual creators, the government is restricting free speech.
MADERNNA At the heart of the commversy is Lhe new “three-hour rule”.

Social-1 slatfor yonfornews
and connection — must remove “unlawful” content within 180
minutes of receiving a government notice. The shrinking of the
comphance wmdow from 36 hours to 180 minutes could end
Forplatformsli Xthat: mil-
lions of upload% per mmute a “three-hour deadline” makes
human reviewi judge
apost's legality msuchashon wmdow To safeguard their “safe
halbou.r
forwhat ost), firms will! Al
driven filters, which are poor at detecnm nuance, satire, or re-
gional irony. A political itique ofalocal
official, which might be perfectly legal underthe reasonable re»
stricti rticle 19(2), botas"i
Another, per partofthe20;
istheg attempt toblur theli
corpomnon The rules aim to treat high-reach influencers and
mdependem cxeamrs as “dxgml news bmadcasters Aprofes-
V-
emmentcodes. Ani creatororacivic-minded citizen
does not. Whenciti i every Vil inion ri i
subjected to the same legal scmtmyasnblg medmhouse thein-
stinct toself-censor
doesn’tjust: itchokesi thought.
Deepfakesarea The introduction of Portal —an gov-
ernment platform that aimsto rapidly remove “unlawful ‘content
tl_lreat toour o E et frd Hi uch take-
socialfabricand
misinformation  ofhigh-level Now, alocal sil
can have deadly tion of “public mischief” or “offensive content” can triggera na-
ol ences, tional blackout of a post. “Truth” could be determined by local
nseq .- sensitivities, not cunsnnmonal smuda.rds
Butthesolution The primary j jon forthi d
cannotbebuilt  isvalid. Deeptak tooursocial fabricand
on fear. True tion can have deadk . But the sol cannotbe
saf li builtonfear. T digital
saletyonlin€ o0y andjudicial ight. If the “three-hour rule” becomes
comesfrom  thenorm, i itscit
transparency, todeliberate noritsjudiciary toadjudicate. The internet’sgreatest
digita.[ memcy‘ value to India was its ability to give the marginalised a voice. If
andudicial that voice can be silenced by abot, our digital arenawmbecome
andjudici; nothing agover -app
oversight

The writer i y. AICC, co-inch; f J&K

40 YE ARS AGO Burglarsloot10lakhfrombank 19, wealthtoresolve thecrisis. The Union Min-
1955 toMay1, 1986 The sxudv undertaken ister of State for Personnel, P Chidambaram,
May 29,1986 BURGLARS MURDERED t at llected reveal that theerI Avi- said that India would notacceptany medi-
- the State Bank of Mysore in Regal BLuldmg at ible for the delay. ferthe Commc
- E— Connaught Placeand looted (he bankof Bunns(ead scme senlor englneers of theln-
aboutRs 10 lakh. Th kidars, Vikram irports yof: (IAAIT)
INDIAN EXPRESi Singh Bhandari (31)ufGarhwaI and Daya quit NR'DOBSIIRchnyfPSUS
P Chand of Ruhtak( while providing THESTAGE has bt for In-
Burglars loot 10 lakh/ wires, the po- tunity to explain. id and
from lkllll bank hnical Indi: blic. :prvfnr

lice sald The murders andloot were dis-
h

the bank,

|
ircleb

1Ci |

T am satiefesd naw: Teipathi

modyog Bhavan, wasto be opened.

Blame forIGl Airportdelay
STARTLING FACTS have come o llghﬂor the

India, Tamllsspum pmsal anNRIfirmin New Vork that w:II holda51per

BOTHTHE Indlan Governmentandthe Sri

Lankan

centshareina paralle[ jointventure ﬂrm in
iLankan Na-

lndla AII h

'|cuna|
1: | for Ge

Minister Lalith

tween the ls|and gcvernmenl and the

dat:
delay

epaper.indianexpress;mm.. .

New Delhi

fthe Common-

of the Indian company, which will also pro-
vide the NRI expertise invarious fields other
thanmanagement.



® WHAT THE OTHERS SAY
Smotrich’s bid for political survival
relies on bribing Israeli settlers.

— Haaretz, Israel

THEINDIAN EXPRESS

Theldeas Page

FRIDAY, MAY 29,2026

READ. THINK. SHARE.
Scan the QR code to
explore curated
editorials and opinions
from leading voices

9

DIS/AGREE |

THEBEST OF BOTHSIDES

A weekly column, which offers not this-versus-that, but the best of both sides, to inform the debate
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What does the virality of the Cockroach Janta Party mean in politics?

CJP frames raw
energy, undercurrent

e =
YOGENDRA YADAV

HE CALCULUS of conven-
tional political analysis does-
n’t get it. For it asks clever,
pointless questions: Who-
dunnit? What's the motive?
What’s the next move? Its attempt at
weighing a shadow reveals nothing but
its own fantasies. Or nightmares. This is
where political minds could learn some-
thing from a poet or a psychologist.

Most reactions to the Cockroach Janta
Party miss a simple truth in plain sight.
‘The CJP is not a party. It is no more and
no less than the public. It is nota commu-
nity. Not even a crowd. It is a stack of
emotions. It is nowhere close to a move-
ment. Itis justa moment.

And that is why it matters. That is why
it must not be dismissed. It is a moment
that offers usa glimpse. Arare glimpse of
an energy that can reclaim the republic
from authoritarian assault. Provided we
recognise that this is not a wave, but an
undercurrent. Provided we can resist the
foolish temptation to capture it. Or the
stubborn reflex to stand in its way.

At firstsight, it fits in with a pattern of
midlife crisis of governments with mass-
ive ‘when protest mo
came up from nowhere to expose the
underbelly of power. The Gujarat and
Bihar movements in 1973-74, Assam

in 1983, Anna
2012 and Kisan Morchain 2021 —all suc-
cessfully challenged seemingly invin-
cible governments, bypassing a lack-
lustre Opposition.

The Narendra Modi government is
poised at a similar stage. While the BJP
scraped back into power in 2024, it did
notretain the kind of dominance or legit-
imacy that it enjoyed for a decade. Over
the past two years, culminating in the
successful conquest of Bengal, the BJP
government has regained dominance,
even ifits legitimacy remains fractured.
Itisnocoincidence that the CJPerupted

litt for real-life political act;

A large majority could be expressing dl‘
verse, unrelated or even contradictory

spectators or curious neophytes thh
tio

grie: i adver-
sary. As per Erneslo Laclau‘ thisis a de-
fining feature of every such popular pro-
test. This is the raw energy powerful
movements are built from.

‘What makes the CJP more special is
the context of growing authoritarianism
and its choice of “dilemma action” to take
iton. Turning the cockroach intoa meme
to take on the system is a textbook
example of what the Serbian thinker-ac-
tivist Srda Popovié has beenarguing, that
humourand playisthe key

Watching, liking,
sharingis notcnough

SHASHWAT

N TODAY'S India, an Instagram ac-
count can become pohucauy in-
fluential fastert] move-

and 35 kilometres and spoke to workers in

several villages. Local political workers
often arranged food. They sat in chaupals,

d.lSCLISSEd ‘migration, delayed wages aud

Their

t.In h, itgained

barely 500 followers. But the participants
did not seemespecially disturbed by that.

And perhaps that is the larger political

question ofourtime: Hasthe algorithmbe-

come the final judge of political relevance?

ment can cross a district on foot or
bicycle, A meme can travel farther

than a manifesto. A reel can reach more
people in an hour than months of ground
ion. That contrast says some-

tonon-violent resistance toauthoritarian

Doesa le st because it
does not trend? Is a movement unsuccess-
fulbecause it cannot become a reel?

The German philosopher Theodor
Adornoonce warned that modern media
could gradua[lv transform politics into

thingi about the political culture

regimes. Prankstersvs. ornell
University Press, 2020) by Popovi¢ and
Sopl-uaAMcClennen spellsout why such
ed whereregular
does not. Such protests put authoritarian
rulersinadilemma: If they permitit, they
appear weak; if they suppress it, they ap-
pear cruel and absurd. Perhaps unwit-
tingly, the CJP offers amodel of dilemma
action that democratic resistance could
learn from.

More than a method of protest, this
moment teaches usto take a clear-eyed
view of the political reality of contempor-
aryIndia. First, no amount of drum-beat-
ingaround electoral hidethe

Last February, in the eastern Uttar Pra-
deshdistrict of Deoria, aGenZ youth named
Jai Maurya was cycling across villages for
MGNREGA workers. Now, social media is
flooded withdiscussionsaround the Cock-
roach Janta Party, an online phenomenon
that rapidly gained visibility among young
Indians. Its follower count grew at an aston-
ishingspeed. (lmngnauonal -security con-
cerms, hasgotitsac-
count on X withheld in India. The two
developments belong to different worlds.
One emerged from the internet, the other
fromthe mad. Yet placmgthern sidebyside

That observation feels
unexpectedly contemporary.

Every political emotion now has to
adapt to the logic of the screen. A slogan
must become visual. A protest must be-
come instantly shareable. Social-media
platforms reward outrage and speed. The
problem is not technology itself. The prob-
lem is when politics becomes entirely
shaped by the logic of visibility.

Following an account begins to feel like
political participation. But democracy
requires more tha.n watching, liking and

haring. It Itrequire:

eve
rifice. A few days after this ymm ended, 14

hift in how politicsis

Gen JNU weresent to Tihar

growing popular disquietand distress, es-
pecially among the youth. Second, if an
all-powerful regime has to invoke na-
tional security to bana meme and deploy
its troll army to discredit a social-media
trend, it must be very weak within. The
greater its conquests, the more vulner-
able it is. Third, the parliamentary op-
position is not quite up to the task. The 23
million or so followers of CJP have a
message for all opposition parties: You
need to get your act together.

Therefore we must find a new way to
react to the Cockroach Janta Paxty away
from the usual political i stra-

increasingly experienced by youngIndians.

‘When Ilater watched Jai’s video, some-
thingstayed with me. The veinsin his neck
werestretched withexhaustion. Hisbreath-
ing was uneven. There was no dramatic
soundtrack, no carefully edited frame, no
influencer-like performance. He was: not
acting forascreen. He was carrying politics

Jail after taking out a march demanding a
safercampus. They werelater released after
courtintervention.

What y i
just anger. It is ideology. This is where in-
equality becomesimportant. Can theson of

building a digital movement? He may not

A promise to Delhi’s

women & gi

rls: No more

silence on menstruation

Education related to menstrual hy-
giene cannot be aimed solely at girls, We
will also reach out to boys [0 help them

ing. Moreover, when mehers understand

it,thehome becomeskinder. When future
and fathers-in-1

it, families will become happier, healthier,

and more supportive. ASHA and Angan-

‘wadiworkers, considered: Lhebackboneof

ucmumeeu:u' distri il

fully avoided in cl
conversations, in homes, and
certainly in Indian public life.
Thatsilence ended on the 74th Indepen-
dence Day, when Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi addressed the nation without
reservation and spoke about menstrual
hygiene. He highlighted the govern-
ment’s efforts to make sanitary pads ac-

Regardmg access, the government
willissue a cleardirective on sanitary pad
vending machines. Our commitment is
not merely to installing new machines
but also to keeping them working, prop-
erly maintained, and regularly refilled.
All sanitary pads will be biodegradable
and compostable.

cessibletoall women anim-
portant yet often-ignored issue into the
national conversation. The Prime Min-
ister using a major occasion to main-

Accordin ,awoman
in India spends close to Rs1lakh on men-
strual products over her lifetime, This isa
tax on her body Lhat she never agreed to.

stream the on hy-  Andevery
giene was refreshing. end Lup in our landfills. The Menstmal
Under the PM Bhartiya H

Suvidk

withoutad-

y

ab]e atjust Rs 1 per pad through Jan Au-
shadhiKendras. So far, over100 crore pads
have been sold through these Kendras
across the nation. For many women and
adolescent gnrls they symhohse freedom
from hesil andun-
safealternatives.

For generations, menstruation has
been treated as something to be endured
silently. Thissilence has cost our girls their
confidence, our women their dignity, and
our society its progress. For too long, that
quiet anxiety has been
treated as her private
burdentocarry. Taking
inspiration from PM
Modi’s initiatives for
women’s empower-
ment, theDelhigovern-
ment is launching the
campaign “Menstrual
Health Matters: Periods
ParrSahi Jaankari, Harr
Beti ki Pehli Taiyaari”.
The right information
about periods is every
daughter’s first and
most basic preparation
for life. The Delhi gov-
ernment will create a modern, future-
ready, and viksit Delhi where every girlcan
attend school during her period without

dingto the mountain of waste,

Twant to tell every woman and girl of
Delhi: Your health matters, your comfort
matters, your dignity matters. You were
never meant to carry this in silence, and
from today, you will not have to. The Men-
strual Health Matters campaign will bene-
fit you all immensely and improve your
quality of life. When menstruation is

rxea[ed asshameful girls n'us school and
R

andc

gounnoticed untilthey
become difficult to
treat. This campaign
will confront these chal-
lenges by starting an
honest, scientifically in-
formed conversation
about menstruation,
one that can take place
within every family
without shame or hesi-
tation. I promise every
girland womaninDelhi
that this will not be a
campaign that spans
9 just one day or uses just
one hashtag. We prom-
ise that the men of this city will be part of
the change, not excused fromit.
Savitribai Phule, the pioneer who first

anxiety, every with-
out fear or embarrassment, and every
family can discuss menstrual health with
scientific understanding.

The heart of this campaign is promot-
ing menstrual health education in Delhi
schools. The Upanishads teach us, “Ta-
maso maa jyotirgamaya (Lead me from
darkness to light).” The stigma around
menstruationisakind of Notof

opened the d f education to the girls
of this land, urged them: “Go, get educa-
tion. Be self-reliant, be industrious.” That
call still stands as knowledge of one’s own
bodyisthe most basiceducation ofall, and
self-reliance begins with the dignity of
understanding what every woman lives
with each month. That freedom begi.ns

on hisbody.
That difference feel. ifi today.  inEnglish-speaki i Hemay
‘The concermisnot that

angry.India expens- Onlythose who can remain vis-

ive education, rising living costs and grow-
ing uncemun[y about the future. Political
he youthis neither sur-

tegic distancing or tactical emb

prising nor i ‘The more impor-

Vinod Kumar Shukla’s best-known poem
invites us to evolve a new grammar of
political solidarity to counter a wide-
spread despair: “Mujhe vah nahinjaanta
tha/mere haath badhaane ko jaanta tha
.. dono ek doosare ko nahin jaante

halnek (Hedid not

just when the ruling party’s st i
over electoral contestations appeared
near total. The NEET cancellation and
the CJI's remarks were the occasion, not
the cause.

Yet this moment is much more and
much less than the other historical par-
allels. For starters, it is not a real ex-
pression of political energy on the
ground. It is one thing to generate syn-
chronised outrage on social media, quite
anotherto convert that into amovement
that has feet on the ground, or take it to-
wards a viable political alternative.

‘Theincipient CJPis nowhere there. It
hasa founder, not necessarily a leader. A
vast number of its followers could just be

know me/ But knew my extended hand
... We did not know each other/But knew
the walking together)”. This is not the
camaraderie of revolutionaries, but a
companionship of strangers. Nota bond
born out of shared identity but one based
onshared vulnerability.

‘These young persons may not know
us. Yet they might recognise our ex-
tended hand. We may not know each
other. But we might learn to walk to-
gether in these dark times.

The writer is member, Swaraj India. and
national convenor, Bharat Jodo Abhiyaan.
Views are personal

tant question is what forms this anger now
takes, what ideological duectmn it, acqmres
and whether digital poli uraging

the body but of ignorance, of inherited
shame, of things left unsaid. We will
launch a campaign in schoo]s on men-

But partsofIndia
remaininvisible, in fields, factories, railway
stations, brick kilns, coaching centres and
rented rooms.

Much of today’s anti-establishment
politics depends on glan( corporate plat-
formslike Metaand X. Political

participation or merely visibility.

Jai belongs to the first educated gener-
ationin hisfamily. His father isawelder. His
mother ran a small general store to pay his
fees. Jai would return from school and help
at the family shop. This is also the story of
caste, class and inherited privilege. Some
inheritconfidence, I
Others inherit labour and

Jai was not alone. Fifteen youngpeople,
all university graduates and all part of Gen
Z,ledthis month-longcycleyatra. Youmay
notknow thateconomist.Jean Dréze cycled
with them for part of the route. You may not
know that these young people travelled
nearly 1,200 kilometres across eastern UP
between January and February 2026, mov-
ing through Chauri Chaura, Gorakhpur,
Deoria, Ballia, Mau, Ghazipur and ﬁna]lv

network:

emotion is shaped through systems driven
by engagement and profit.
This is why difficult political questions
Boncr il i 2

‘What does a movement think about caste?
‘About labour rights? About economic in-
equality? About minorities?

India is too unequal and too socially
complex fordemocracyto survwe only: on-

struationand
emotional well-being, active sugma re-
h

age one sown body without shame. And
that builtby the government
alone;itisbuiltin homes. Thegovernment
can install vending machines, conduct
sessions, and issue orders. But what we also

duction, and, crucially, h
haviour. Itwillensurethat a girl lears not
only what is happening to her body but
that asking for help is normal, safe, and
herright. Additionally, this will be directly
linked to awareness of HPV and cervical
cancer. Cervical cancer remainsone of the
most common cancers among [ndian
‘women, and itisalso one ofthe most pre-
ventable. By ing health

need is a whol, ety to
break the stigma around menstruation.
Today, we must make a collective
promise: To ensure that no girl in Delhi
willbe made to feel ashamed of her body.
Nowoman will bedenied dignity because
of poverty, silence, or neglect. No family
will be allowed to remain trapped in
myths when scleuce care, and com-

to HPV awareness, we treat a gitl's repro-
ductive health holistically.

passion

Thewriteris the Chief Minister of Delhi

line. The internet can spread i
and connect people, but it cannot replace
roads, village meetings, workers’ gatherings
and public conversations.

Becausedemocracyisstill built through
physical effort. Itis: sull buﬂtth.mugh walk—
ing, listening,

road still matters in politics.

The writeris producer, Indlan Express Hindi.

Varanasi. Every day, they

shashwat.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Bloton CBSE

ONCE, THE CBSE was considered
synonymous with quality and com-
1

puted authorship. Even the author-
ship of the Bard of Avon continues
to be debated in some circles. That
said, technology cannot be

petitivenessinsch and
many in the rural population were
envious ofchildren who had ready
ac ha

SUJATA ASHWARYA

MINILATERAL ARRANGEMENTS have
multiplied, butonly afewacquiredurability.
The Quad foreign muusters meeung isa
good occasion to ask wh ha

The quiet work that sustains Quad

tice built since the Quad was revived in 2017.
Leaders’ meetings get headlines. Foreign
ministersgive it political direction. Butmuch
ofthe deeperwork hashappened in working

cal

scale does notautomatically produce trust.

The Quad’s cooperation has developed
in domains that are not purely security-
coded. Vaccine distribution, undersea
cables, critical minerals, cyclone response
and mariti i

eration across practical domains.

Much of contemporary international
politics is transactional. States bargain for
immediate advantage, treat partners as in-
struments, and enter or exit ion as

(‘Exam reform needs patience, pre-
paredness’, IE, May 28). The study
materials, curriculum, and quality of

hasalways
learned to live with scientificand
technological breakthroughs —
with both awe and anxiety.
Nawal Thorat,
ChhatrapatiSambhajinagar

thesystemattracted manytoit, and

gradually CBSE schoolsbecame a c0|0553| lOSS

commonsightalmosteverywherein ~ THE PASSING of Sonny Rollins feels
it ingscenario  likeacolossalloss —asi:

India. Th
of thelapses inthe method of evalu-
ation of answer sheetsisdefinitelya
blotand an indication ofalack of seri-
impetusini -

Adam Smith under-

health, i
clu:nare These have produced modest de-

governments occasions to practise cooper-

but their

Of-

lasted when many remain fragile. India,
Japan, Australia and the US have all had to
respond to China’s assemveness, and the

ficials from the four states have developed
habitsof consultation that no longer require
constant political prompting. They have

a fcnna! alliance. Bux Chma alone does not
explain its endurance. It has held through
political change in Australia and Japan,
shiftsinUSstrategic posture, and India’s bal-
ancing across partnerships. A purely stra-
tegic arrangement would have been more
exposed toelectoral cycles.

understand constraints, and read signals
with the fliiency that comes from repeated
This distinguishes durabl

operation from transactional

ation where the stakes are real but the stra-
tegic temperature is lower. A grouping that
meets only around threats can remain
trapped in immediate calculation. One that
works across a broader agenda has more
room to build habits of trust and restraint.
This is why the New Delhi joint

stood the danger Cooperauon among

parties

legitimate evaluators of their conduct can
restraint, eve it

language of mutual beneﬁl. For India, the

Quad shows what is possible when partner-

ond

h in-

matters. Its emphasis on maritime surveil-
lance, critical minerals, undersea cables.

vest in this capacity are more likely toen-
dure. The Quad S durabxh:y lies not only in
serves,butinth

ingareform flawlessly.
Jiji PanickerK, Alappuzha

Al conundrum

ANUBHA YADAV raises a valid and
timely concern. (‘With Al writers
enter age of permanent suspicion’,
IE, May 18). Questions regarding
legitimacy and authorship,
however, did not begin with artifi-

Several groupings are dependent on im-
mediate interests. When those shift, they

fadeor BRICSistell-

liesin thec

ing: has given it visibility, but

prac-

ism and
tance shows the institutional breadr.h Lha[
now. he Quad.

crete initiatives and tangible benefits con-
firmsthat durability rests on repeated coop-

habits of cooperation that now sustain it.

The writer is professor, Centre for West Asian
Studies, Jamia Millia Islamia

epaper.indianexpress;mm.. .

cial i Literary history
haslong witnessed debates over
plagiarism, ghostwriting, and dis-

New Delhi

the immortal title history itself be-
stowed upon him, the “Saxophone
Colossus” (‘Saxophone colossus, and
aseeker’, IE, May 28). With hisdeath
fades one of the final guardians of an
artistic age when music still carried
moral gravity, spiritual yearning,
and historical memory. Through
masterpieces such as ‘St. Thomas’,
‘Oleo’, ‘Blue 7, and the politically de-
fiant Freedom Suite, Rollins trans-
formed the wounds of segregation,
racial humiliation, and civilisational
unrestintorhythms of astonishing
beauty and resilience. His
saxophone possessed the tempera-
ment ofaliving force of nature.

Vijay Singh Adhikari, Nainital
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Why it is almost
impossible tobring
down bodies from
Everest ‘death zone

Yashee
New Delhi, May 28

]

HYDERABAD RESIDENT Arun Kumar Tiwari fulfilled a
long-standing dream last week — summiting Mount
Everest. He had barely begun his descent, however,
when his health failed and he died. His family has
decided to leave his body there tohonour hislove for the

Fellow andeep Are, 47, also
died on thesame day (May 21). Are’s body was recovered
ashedied lower down on the mountain.

In Tiwari's case, the family made an informed deci-
sion — bringing a body back from Mount Everest is no-
toriously difficult and expensive.

In fact, bodies have lain on the mountain for years,
serving both as warnings and landmarks for climbers
every year. One of the most well-known bodies is simply
called Green Boots. Believed to be that of Ladakhi climber
Tsewang Paljor, it haslain on the Everest route for 30
years, the bright green boots clearly visible. Another is
Sleeping Beauty, the
remains of American
climber Francys Arsentiev
whodiedin1998.

Overthe past few years,
the Nepal government has
launched massive clean-
upoperationsin the Hi-
malayas as more and more
people attempt to climb
Everest, crowding and
cluttering the mountain.
‘While the government has
also brought down some
bodies, over 100 are still

Mt. Everest. wiKiMEDIA COMMONS

THE2PMRULE believed tobe up there.

® More people die climbing .

down Everestthangoingupbe- ~ WhYisitso hard to bring

causethey push themselvesto ~ downabody from Mt

reach the summit. Ev:ﬁﬂk S

@ The 2 pm ruleis that one must Wag p:?t DF;;Z‘;“;:Q?SOH

startclimbing down at that time,

nomatter hoa closetothe sum- managedbyHyderabad-
itth based Boots and

it theyare: Cramponsand Nepal's

® Thistiming is crucial because
weather that high in the moun-
tainis tricky — astorm can
gatherand darkness can fall
very quickly, making the risky
descent much more dangerous.

Pioneer Adventure. Pion-
eer Adventure’s Executive
Director Nivesh Karki told
The Indian Express: “Ti-
wari died around 8,790
metres, just below the
Everestsummit, which
stands at 8,848 metres.
Retrieving abody from that elevation is almost totally
impossible. There are technical and financial challenges,
but the rescuers are also at risk themselves.”

The region above 8,000 metresis known as the “death
zone”. Only about one-third of the oxygen we breathe at
sealevel is available there. People in the death zone can
experience light-headedness, brain swelling (high-alti-
tude cerebral oedema) or fluid buildup in the lungs
(high-altitude pulmonary oedema). The latter two can be
fatal. Rescuers in these areas would, thus, be putting
themselves in serious danger. To add to this, the terrain is
challenging, with steep, slippery rock faces.
Temperatures are freezing and frostbite iscommon.

Whileall this is valid for climbers as well, rescuers face
additional challenges. At that height, abody freezes
quickly. Getting it back down means digging it out of the
icein conditions where tool use is extremely difficult.
Then thereis thetask of carryingdown a heavy load in
tricky terrain with little oxygen. Bodies are heavier in
death and often frozen stiff in unnatural positions.

“You need 8-10 trained sherpas for this. Thebody hasto
bepulled down on a sheet with ropes. Conventional
st ‘tbe used insuch litions. Passages are so
narrow — onlyaround two feet— that one person can
barely stand. The cost of such an operation can gouptoRs1
crore, but as far as T know, almost no one has been brought
down from the height at which Tiwari died,” Karki said.

Everest climbers are supposed to get insurance to pay
for their rescue in case they get stuck orlost. “But noin-
surance provider pays for manual rescue, they only pay
for transportation. And helicopters can barely operate in
the death zone, the airis too thin,” Karki said.

© ENTERTAINMENT

AMlTAB‘H SINHA

LARGE PARTS of western and central Eu-
rope are in the grip of an extraordinary
heatwave phase, with many places regis-
teringtemperatures 10 to 15 degrees Celsius
higher than normal. Both the UK and
France have recorded their highest ever
temperature for May. Other countries, in-
cluding Italy, Germany, Switzerland and
Spain, have also been reporting unusually
high temperatures.

Awarm spell in May is not entirely un-
usual for western Europe, but the average
temperatures during this time usually
hover around 20-22 degrees Celsius. This
week, however, several places have seen
temperatures above 35 degrees Celsius —
unprecedented for this month.

The prevailing heatwave has brought
back uncomfortable memories of the un-
precedented summers of 2022 and 2023
when temperatures in excess of 40 de-
grees Celsius were recorded at many
places in Europe. A large-scaledrought in
2022, the worst in living memory, and the
record-breaking temperatures in both
yearsresulted in the deaths of tens of thou-
sands of people.

Things are not that bad right now, but
this is just the month of May. The core
summer months in Europe happen to be
June and July, and it was in these months
that most of the record-breaking tempera-
tures in 2022 and 2023 were reached.

Incidentally, the extreme European
heat of 2022 coincided with a very strong
La Nifa phase in the equatorial Pacific
Ocean, which tends to have a cooling im-
pact on the planet. This year, an opposite
phenomenon, astrong El Nifio, which has
awarming effect, is taking shape.

El Nifio and La Nifia are two distinet
phases of a large ocean-atmosphere inter-
action over the Pacific region thatinfluence
weather patterns worldwide.

The ‘heat dome’ effect

Theunusual heatin Europe right nowis
beingattributed tothe formation ofa “heat
dome” thatis preventing warmair nearthe
ground from risingand dissipating. This is
leading to an increase in surface tempera-
tures. ‘Heat dome’ is just a fancy way to de-

© SPORT

People seek relief from the heat at a beach in England’s Brighton town. a»

scrlbe how heatwaves normally occur.
India,
azecausedbyme emergenceofhigh-press-
ure air systems in the mid-troposphere,
about 7-10 km above Earth’s surface, that
irnear
They pushd theairand it,in-
creasing the temperature in the process.
This same system aiso prevents cloud
formation and precipitation. Local in-
fluences can then amplify or weaken this
phenomenon. Forexample, the heatdome

ing mcre‘\smg,ly common because of cli-
mate

The ex[reme heat over Europe is ex-
pected to abate soon. Most forecasts sug-

» Highesttemperatures
recordedin Europe this week
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UK I— 351
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COMPILED FROM RESPECTIVE NATIONAL WEATHER AGENCIES

about its peakstrength,” itsaid ina bulletin
earlier this month.

“The strongest EI Nifio events in the his-
torical record are characterized by signifi-
cant ocean-atmosphere coupling through
the summer, and it remains to be seen
whetherthis occursin2026,” it said, adding
that there was only aone-third chancethat
the emerging El Nifio would be a very
strong one, In any case, a stronger El Nifio
does not necessarily mean stronger all-
round impacts, it said. “Stronger El Nifio
events do not ensure strong meacts they
canonly makecertain
it said, emphasising that the relationship

gestthatthe heat pateby

between thec warm-

the , and that would
return close to their normal range withina
few days.

Strong El Niiio

But another threat is looming, not just
for Europe but many other parts of the
world including India.

An El Nifio phase is emerging in the
equatorial Pacific Ocean which is expected
to persnst through the rest of the year,

and its unpact was pro-
bablhsnc and not deterministic.

Less rain, more heat

Still, the emergence of E1Nifio is a worri-
some development for India. Itisexpected
to affect the monsoon and push the mer-
cury higher. It is because of the emerging
El Nifio that the India Meteorological De-

partment (IMD) 110}
rainfall for the upcoming June-September
season.

yearaswell.

Eleo referstoan unusual warming of
the surface waters of the equatorial Pacific
Ocean, off the coast of north-western coast
of South America. It is known to have a
warming effect over the planet. Multiple
forecas[s have :ubgesled that this El Nifio

effect over India often gets aggravated by What

the pre§enc’le of drysoil, the “urban heat i§- Europe is

land effect™ and the movement of hot air N -

blowing from the deserts in the west. The experiencing

urban heat island effect is a phenomenon *Heatdome’:

where urban areas record higher tempera- High-pressure

turest rural :

their concrete traps heat during the day ot systa:ns trap

and radiates it at night warmair near
The formation ofa heatdomeisnotan  the ground and

unusual phenomenon in European increasesurface

summers. This year, however, it has hap- ures.

pened a little early, resulting in an ex-

tremely warm May — possibly the warmest e

May in several places. ‘Cllmate

hinlash™

Interestingly, around the start of this
month, Europe was experiencing below-
normal temperatures. This rapid, extreme
fluctuation in weather — hotand cold, wet
and dry — is sometimes described as “cli-

intooneof! ever.

The Climate Prediction Centre of the
US’s National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, one of the world’s most
authoritative the Pacific

Arapid, extreme
fluctuationin
weather.

Ocean, however, saysitis [oo eatly to make

There is no one-to-one correlation be-
tween the occurrence of an El Nifio and
suppressed monsoon rainfall over India.
Past records, however, show that monsoon
rainfall has remained below normal during
an El Nifo year in 70% of the instances.
This year, the phenomenon is expected to
fully mature by July. So, the IMD is expect-
ingthat August and September rainfall will
be badly affected.

Similarly, thereis astrong link between
the occurrence of El Nifio and the fre-

any reliable iction abou
“While: conﬂdencemthe occurrenceof
EINino has increased since last month

mate whiplash”, thatis becom-

(April), there

quency andseverity of | inIndia.
Ingeneral, thereis agreater chance of pro-
longed and severe heatwaves occurring in
India during an EINifio phase.

The anatomy of a perfect race: Gurindervir’s historic 100m run

Pratyush Raj
New Delhi, May 28

GURINDERVIR SINGH’S 10.09-second
scintillating sprint in Ranchi for creating
the new national record in 100 metres
looked lightning fast. The Punjab sprinter
has been training with his coach, James
Hillier, who said, “Just for that 10.09s race,
we have trained two weeks continuously
and months before that.”

In a chat with The Indian Express, Hil-
lier broke down Gurindervir’s “perfect
race”. “A perfect race can be executed by
training for every phase. We have divided
four phases: the Om to 30m (start and gain
speed), 30m to 60m (hit another gear of
speed), 60m to 80m (maintain speed), 80m
t0100m (minimise deceleration) and since
the start of the year, Guri followed this
model of training,” said Hillier.

Aperfectstart

In his run, Gurindervir had a perfect
startoff the blocks. “We had been working
onhisstart fora verylongtime. In the final
race, he had a perfect start. The first two

steps, where you generate most of the
speed, arecrucial. In that race, it looked like
others had a bad start bu their start was
fine. It was just Guri getting off the blocks
exceptionally well,” said Hillier.

The reason for focusing on this stage,
Hillier said, was that “Earlier, Guri used to
start well but alsolose alot ofenergy, which
resulted in him finishing badly. Now, his
start has become more efficient. He uses

by turning his legs more quickly in the first
few strides.”

He added that the loss of energy early
on would make the race “a 60m dash” for
Gurindervir. Thesprinter won agold medal
at the National Indoor Championships in
the 60m dash with a national record timing
of 6.60s. “At the start of the season, we just
trained for the first 60m. I wanted him to
perfect the first two phases,” Hillier said.

Hitting top gear

The second stretch of 30 to 60m is ex-
tremely important forsomeone like Gurin-
dervir, asthis is where his strength lies. “We
don’t have the splits for the race but Tknow

Scienceof
thesprint
® Thesprinter's
coach, James Hillier,
said the timing was
executed by break-
ingdownthe race
into phases.
® Onthetrack, they
spent hours perfect-
ing every second and
il toim-

Guri hit his top speed in the second phase.
Hewouldstartand accelerate in the first 30
and then just go flying in the second
stretch,” said Hillier.

After the Indoor nationals, when Gur-
indervir participated in the Indian Ath-
letics Series in Delhi, he started the race
well and was in the lead till 60m but faded
atthe end. “Alot of people saw that as a
negative result but we were happy. We had
trained forjust 60m by then... Twas happy,”
said Hillier.

M

prove overall time.

g speed

After the first two phases, the body
needs to ensure that it sustains the speed.
When Gurindervir clocked 10.17s in the
semi-final, he held back on the finish line
and latersaid, “Tjust ran the 80m race.” Hil-
lier clarified, “Him pulling himself back
meant that he was executing the 80m plan
thatday.”

‘While training for this leg, the idea for
Gurindervir was to cover 10m in 0.9s.
“Sometimes, he would ger [it] and some-
times he wouldn’t. His fastest was 10m in
0.87s," Hillier said.

Minimising deceleration

“lalways say the first 30 and the last 20
are the most crucial parts of the race. The
middle takes care of itself. Now, Guri has al-
ways been good at setting up the race but
he would always fade out at the end. That
iswhat we worked on in the last few weeks.
Thefinalstretch,” said Hillier. “Nosprinter
gets fasterin the last 20m, it is about mini-
mising the deceleration.”

In past races, Gurindervir would lose to
Animesh Kujur (current national record
holderin 200m)as the latter would usually
carchupwith him. “Itisall about frequency.
Guri gets tired in the last 20, he lengthens
his strides and his cadence slows down re-
sulting in deceleration,” the coach said.

To minimise deceleration, Hillier
worked on Gurindervir’s posture. “My goal
was to get him more upright and shorten
his stride. When that happened, his fre-
quency of moving both legs increased, re-
sulting in a perfect finish,” said Hillier.

On the clock, it was just a 10.09s race,
but in hindsight, it was meticulously
crafted with hours spent on the track per-
fecting every second and millisecond.

Ranveer Singh-Farhan Akhtar row: How Bollywood treats contracts, exits

Rishika Singh
New Delhi, May 28

THE FEDERATION of Western India Cine
Employees (FWICE) has called upon its
members to not work with actor Ranveer
Singh amid his dispute with Farhan
Akhtar, the producer and directorof Don 3.

Many have criticised the directive as
beyond FWICE’s remit. B N Tiwari, the
president of FWICE, told The Indian Ex-
press: “The federation never wants to go
against a particular individual, this is more
amessage than an outright ban.”

Dan 3was announced in2023 witha

uncer-
Iam wuh Singh leaving the projecta few
lack of a final script. Akhtar and Ritesh
Sidhwani, co-founders of the production

soughtaround Rs45 crore from theactor for

losses, which he reportedly refused to pay.
Singh's representatives have stated that

he did not wish to publicly speak on the

matter and declined to comment when ap-
proached by TheIndian Express. Akhtar, too,
did not respond to a request for comment.

What is FWICE?

FWICE is a 70-year-old trade union
comprising 38 craft associations with more
than 5lakh members. To become a FWICE
member, a film industry worker first joins
any ofthe 38 associations based on their re-
spective profession, such as the Cine and
TV Artistes Association and the Indian
Film & Television Directors’ Association
(IFTDA). These bodies hold elections for
posts such as president, who can join the
FWICE General Council.

Tiwari, who has worked as a sound en-
gineer for over S0 years, outlined its func-
tions: “We manage the disputes or prob-
lems that come our way, but generally, we
workto push for cinema workers’ rights, to
see if these rights are being curtailed.”

In case of a dispute, members first ap-

proach their respective associations. If

there’s no resolution, they can turn to

Ranveer Singh has dropped out of ‘Don 3",

FWICE. “Akhtarwent to [FTDA, but theissue
wasn't solved there, so he came tothe feder-
ation, whichis the motherbody. Itsdecision
must be abided by,” Tiwari claimed.
However, FWICE is not authorised to
ban any individual. Tiwari said the move
was intended to compel the parties in-
volvedtoact, rather than permanently bar
anyone. Singh reportedly did not respond

to calls from FWICE, allegedly saying the
matter did not fall under its jurisdiction.

“Heisa superstar, Iwant m suppon him,
but forboth

ver months.

man
All negouauons should hopefully finishbe-

(say10% or 50% ofthe project).
Anactorwho has worked on several fea-

on

dOTT productionstold TheIn-

ation, ities, etc,” she said.

we have to dosomething,” 'l‘xwan said.

‘When has FWICE acted in the past?
Most recently, FWICE objected to actor
Diljit Dosanjh’s inclusion in Border2 (2026)
for having starred in a film featuring Pak-
istani actor Hania Aamir after Operation
Sindoor. The film’sshooting had begun be-
fore the Pahalgam attack. “T-Series (the
producers of Bordm 2) apologlsed tous,

In the absence of specific obligations
upon termination, “There are default

dian Expressonthe condition ofanonymity
that actors who aren’t A-listers often have
little power. “Once a contract is finalised, it

andyou haveto

ave to pay, which allwor
about fivetimestheamountonewouldhave  engage in soft negotiations if something
" Pal id.Or,  comesup... For anaverage actor, leavinga

they must refund payment with interest.
For a long time, contracts were not es-
sential to an industry where personal rela-

informal ti ork.

project due to a disagreement might be
turned against you... The OTTs make
contmmsmatareveryhardlenemd "hesaid.

Buti in the last five to six years, af(enhe

theysaid the film is about
ifyou don't support us, we will face signifi-
cant losses. So, we do consider the pro-
ducer’sargument as well,” Tiwari said.

How aresuch disputes resolved?
NamrataPahwa,a Delhi-based advocate
who has worked with film and media
clients for over a decade, told The Indian
Expiess that a lot depends on the contract
in question. “Before a contract is signed, it

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .

-1 {emicand with

platforms, mey are becoming the norm.

id: “With abig production, it’s
not just your time or energy involved. In-
credible costs are borne since every stage
involves a lot of money. So, if an actor

deinvarious
stages, given that film productionisalong,
capital-intensive process with many mov-
mgpans Itincludes pre-production (plan-
ning, budgeting, casting), the actual film-
ing, and post-production (dubbing,
marketing, promotions), each step invol-
ving numerous tasks. Fees are paid in
“tranches”, linked to different stages of

New Delhi

wants to leave, it shouldn't be
allowed, save for a legitimate breach of
contract from the production side.”
Alternatives such as mediation and ar-
bitration (a more formal process) are ex-
plored before moving on to litigation, and
even then, issues are generally settled out
of court. Unions and associations can only
adviseand mediate, she said.
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Validating flaws

The Supreme Court should have
scrutinised the SIR’s problematic record
T he Supreme Court’s verdict on Wednes-

day upholding the ECI's SIR of the electo-
ral rolls as “an advancement towards free
and fair elections” arrives long after the SIR be-
came a settled fact in Bihar and the exercise car-
ried out in 12 other States and Union Territories
in phase 2. For months, the Court refused to
weigh in on the constitutionality of the exercise,
in Association for Democratic Reforms vs ECI, and
proceeded instead with administrative and man-
agerial decisions. The impact of an unimpeded
exercise was a net trim of the rolls by more than
10%, with nearly 6.5 crore deletions and, crucial-
ly, an unexplained and curious fall in the gender
ratio in the rolls of most States except Tamil Na-
du. In West Bengal, the flaws of the SIR led to ar-
bitrary deletions and the systematic exclusion of
a large section of minorities and the underprivi-
leged, with statistical exercises indicating that
this influenced poll outcomes in many consti-
tuencies. The Court’s interventions on the SIR re-
mained largely supervisory until Wednesday,
when it delivered a judgment that can only be
called a retrospective validation of the process.
1t has at last decided the constitutional ques-
tion, and decided whether the SIR was propor-
tionate and free of arbitrary exclusion as imple-
mented. But it did not adequately confront the
record of the implementation. Its reasoning en-
gages the SIR in theory rather than its practice.
To the petitioners’ contention that Section 21(3)
of the Representation of the People Act authoris-
es only targeted, constituency-specific revision
and not a State-wide dragnet, the Court held that
the word “any” cannot be read down to “only,”
and that a systemic problem of migration and
churn needed to be remedied systematically. But
it overlooked that Section 21(3) is an exceptional
power that omits the “prescribed manner” safe-
guard binding ordinary roll revisions. On the ob-
jection that requiring crores of already-enrolled
electors to prove their eligibility afresh inverts
the presumption that those electors are valid, the
Court offered a distinction between an “adjudica-
tory” exercise, where that presumption holds,
and an “inquisitorial” one, where it does not. The
prior judgment in Lal Babu Hussein (1995), which
had insisted that any removal be reasoned and in-
dividuated, was confined to its own facts. Yet, the
Court’s assurance that the presumption survives
is not borne out when the SIR requires the elec-
tor to prove an entitlement already held. An accu-
rate roll, as the Court rightly argues, is the foun-
dation of a genuine election. This is why the
potentially wrongful deletion of lawful voters
through a hurried process under a demanding
election-driven deadline hits electoral integrity.

Contradictions within India’s cow protection regime

he recent discovery of hundreds of
cow carcasses at a dumping site in
Jaisalmer, Rajasthan, rightly triggered
an outrage on social media. A few
years ago, a similar incident involving the mass
starvation deaths of cows was reported from
Chhattisgarh. The new Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) government in West Bengal issued a public
notice on May 13, 2026, laying down stringent
conditions for the slaughter of animals under the
West Bengal Animal Slaughter Control Act, 1950.

Last week, a two-judge Bench of the Calcutta
High Court upheld the notice, observing that the
conditions mentioned in the impugned order
were issued in compliance with the High Court’s
order of August 16, 2018. Consequently, no cow,
bull, bullock or even buffalo can be slaughtered
without first obtaining a “certificate of fitness”
from government officials. Despite all the
rhetoric, the notification permitted the slaughter
of cows older than 14 years, which justifiably
annoyed Hindutva supporters.

Over 20 States in India have laws prohibiting
cow slaughter. Only Arunachal Pradesh,
Meghalaya, Nagaland, Sikkim, Tripura, Manipur,
Mizoram and Kerala do not have such laws. But
what is the efficacy of these laws? Have the
stringent provisions and enhanced punishments
introduced over the last 12 years helped preserve
cows, or could such laws ultimately contribute to
their decline? Whether cow reverence constitutes
an essential Hindu practice and whether such
laws violate the right to privacy are issues that
require a ruthlessly objective assessment.

Politics, faith and cows

Cow protection has long been a central Hindutva
issue and which explains the contents of the
Bengal notice. Yet, the Congress too has
historically benefited from cow protection
campaigns. Viceroy Lord Lansdowne famously
observed that the cow protection movement had
transformed the Indian National Congress from
“a foolish debating society into a real political
power”. The cow and calf were the Congress’s
symbols for decades. Whenever the BJP comes to
power in a State, amending cow slaughter
prohibition laws to make them more stringent —
by enhancing punishments, criminalising
possession of beef, and restricting the transport
of cattle within or outside the State — becomes a
priority. The Gujarat law of 2017 even provides
for life imprisonment, and in 2025, three persons
were reportedly sentenced to this extreme
punishment, ordinarily reserved for heinous
offences such as murder, terrorist acts and
dacoity. True, cow reverence among Hindus is
ancient and enjoys near-unanimous acceptance,
though scholars such as D.N. Jha have disputed
this assertion citing scriptural material. He
pointed to instances in Dharmashastric traditions
where Yajnavalkya appears to endorse the

cc ion of beef, and highlj; the

i i ies and polymorphic nature of Indian

Quantum-safe

India must be alive to challenges posed
by advanced encryption algorithms

T he new DST Task Force report on making

India’s digital ecosystems quantum-safe

is a product of contemplating a threat
that is both long-term and urgent. Today, public-
key cryptography underpins online identity pro-
tection and secure communications. Its protec-
tive ability rests on mathematical problems that
conventional computers cannot solve efficiently;
thus, the information is ‘hidden’ behind a lock
whose key is the solution to such a problem. Ho-
wever, a sufficiently capable quantum computer
could use, say, Shor’s algorithm to open this lock
in minutes or hours. Symrnetric cryptography,
such as AES encryption, is less threatened by the
advent of « but the

dietary practices. He also argued that the “holy”
status accorded to the cow was largely a much
later development, and noted that several
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Politics and
sentiment
continue to
overshadow
realities of
cattle
preservation
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prescriptive Hindu texts classified cow slaughter
as a minor sin (upapataka) rather than a major
offence (mahapataka). Strikingly, even the
prominent Hindutva ideologue Vinayak Damodar
Savarkar held views that differed significantly
from those of many present-day Hindutva
activists. Consequently, cow reverence may not
satisfy the parameters of the essential religious
practices test which requires practice to be
mandatory from the time of origin of a religion.

In Mohd. Hanif Quareshi vs State of Bihar
(1958), the Supreme Court of India rightly held
that cow slaughter on Bakr-Eid is not an essential
Islamic practice either. Several Muslim rulers had
also restricted cow slaughter. Babur advised
Humayun to do so in his will, Jahangir’s Edict No.
10 too prohibited animal slaughter on certain
days out of respect for Hindu and Jain sentiments.
The influential Deoband Islamic seminary too
issued multiple fatwas djscou:agmg cow

Even in the Cc bly

debates on November 24, 1948, Muslim members
such as Z.H. Lari and Mohammad Saadullah
insisted that “it is better to come forward and
incorporate a clause in fundamental rights that
cow slaughter is henceforth prohibited, rather
than it being left vague in the directive
principles....”

What cattle census data reveal

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar eventually placed cow
protection within the non-justiciable Directive
Principles under Article 48 of the Constitution,
following which several States enacted laws after
Independence prohibiting cow slaughter. Yet,
cattle census data suggest that the objective of
preserving and increasing the cow population has
not been achieved. West Bengal, for instance, was
among the few States where culling and sale of
cows and bulls were not entirely prohibited. By
conventional logic, its cow population should
therefore have been far lower than that of States

2019. In 1997, the cattle to buffalo ratio was 144:1
but in 2019 it became 295:10. In Uttar Pradesh,
the cattle-to-buffalo ratio fell from 105:100 in 1997
to 56:100 in 2019. West Bengal, despite lacking
stringent prohibitions, witnessed a comparatively
stronger growth in cow population and,
therefore, mere laws will not protect cows.

Cattle populations grow in a compounded
manner because, unlike humans, a cow gives
birth to its first calf at around three years and, to
remain productive, must calve every 14-16
months. Calves born during a census period also
mature and begin reproducing within a few
years. According to growth forecasting models, if
no cattle were culled or slaughtered and all calves
survived except for natural deaths, the cattle
population would increase by 2.5 to three times
within five years — something that has never
occurred in any State. Such growth is
economically unsustainable, as farmers cannot
support such numbers due to fodder scarcity.

Undermining the farmer

When farmers are legally allowed to exercise
their judgment in culling unproductive cattle,
they earn additional income to meet expenses
such as weddings, children’s education and
health care. According to simulation models,
farmers in West Bengal earned nearly 35,000
crore between 2012 and 2019 from the lawful sale
of cattle for slaughter, apart from their dairy
income. Farmers in States with strict prohibition
laws also appear to have sold cattle for slaughter
as is reflected in declining cattle populations, but
likely to have earned far less because of the
illegality of such sales and the possibility of
bribery and middlemen. In effect, these laws do
not penalise butchers or beef consumers, but
farmers themselves. West Bengal appears to have
recognised this reality with Muslim refusal to
purchase cows for Eid slaughter. In India’s
agrosilvopastoral economy, livestock remains a

such as Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh and a

vital ¢ of rural livelihoods.

However, since 1951, the cow population in the
country has grown by only 49.63%, while the
buffalo population has risen by 153.8% and the
female buffalo population by 161.9%. The figures
speak for themselves: cows face the risk of
decline.

Ironically, the unprotected buffalo population
has grown far more rapidly, especially in the
so-called cow-belt States. A comparison of cattle
growth rates shows that West Bengal, despite
lacking stringent cow slaughter laws, has
performed better than States with strict
prohibitions. Even though male cattle are
protected in these States, their population has
declined sharply — by 38.3% in Gujarat, 31.4% in
Maharashtra and 58.27% in Uttar Pradesh. In
contrast, the decline in male cattle population in
West Bengal was only 22.8%. The data also
suggest that stringent prohibition laws may be
pushing farmers in these States towards buffalo
rearing, reflected in the declining cattle-to-buffalo
ratio between 2012 and 2019. In West Bengal, by
contrast, buffaloes remain insignificant in
number and their population sharply declined in

In the privacy judgment of K.S. Puttaswamy
(2017), Justice J. Chelameswar had observed “I do
not think that anybody would like to be told by
the State as to what they should eat or how they
should dress or whom they should be associated
with either in their personal, social or political
life.” Justice Chandrachud said that what one eats
is one’s personal affair and it is a part of privacy
under Article 21, i.e., right to life and personal
liberty In view of the politicisation of the issue,
Muslims in Bengal prudently refrained from cow
slaughter during Eid. One hopes that this will
promote social harmony and counter communal
hate campaigns. Maulana Arshad Madani,
president of the Jamiat Ulama-e-Hind (Arshad
Madani faction), has also called for the cow to be
declared the national animal. The first writer of
this article, though not a veterinary expert,
believes that Muslims across India should support
a central law banning cow slaughter and
imposing stringent punishment, especially on
those who sell cows for slaughter.

The views expressed are personal

Brinkmanship in the age of growing conflict

blockade by the United States of Iranian

ports are among several recent acts of
brinkmanship. A legacy of the Cold War era,
brinkmanship refers to single action or a series of
actions during a conflict or a short-of-war
situation that forces a perilous climb up the
escalation ladder to force the adversary to back
down make concessions, negotiate or even do
irrational that would justify the use of

l ran’s closure of the Strait of Hormuz and the

exposure is nonetheless concentrated in public-
key infrastructure, which secures everything
from HTTPS to telecommunication networks.
The shorter-term problem is the possibility of a
bad actor harvesting encrypted data today and
decrypting them later using quantum compu-
ters. Post-quantum cryptography (PQC) is soft-
ware that can run on conventional computers
but with the added benefit of resisting attacks
from quantum computers. The DST report re-
commends three post-quantum standards final-
ised in 2024 to plan India’s efforts on the post-
quantum effort and that it begin migrating to this
architecture. This prudent advice must be fol-
lowed, especially vis-a-vis critical infrastructure,
financial services, power grids, and defence.
The migration must continue even if “Q-day” —
when quantum computers practically endanger
public-key cryptography — is pushed back from
the report’s expected 2029. Indeed, experts dis-
agree on this point, although the mainstream
view is that both “Q-day” and migration will take
at least a decade. Cryptography is in practice a
set of dependencies often spread across — within,
say, a ministry — databases, legacy hardware,
vendor software, authentication protocols, and
control systems. Thus, the challenges of the
sprawling organisational transition must not be
underestimated. Moreover, since advanced Al
can autonomously compromise the software
layer today and quantum computers threaten the
mathematics of encryption tomorrow, the threat
surface is much larger than what “Q-day” alone
portends. The report recommends the wider
adoption of PQC and, in environments requiring
higher security assurances, the more technically
demanding quantum key distribution (QKD) as
well. For India, that means a new budgetary allo-
cation of at least ¥5,000 crore; upgrading legacy
infrastructure for interoperability; rationalising
vendor dependence; and fostering and retaining
the human capital, as QKD engineers are rare to-
day. India must also periodically reassess its
needs considering the acute trade-off QKD poses
between security and operational efficiency.

uncallbrated or widespread use of force. Coined
by western political scientists in the 1950s and
1960s while analysing crises such as the Berlin
Blockade (1948-49) and the Cuban Missile Crisis
(1962), the term also warned of the risk of
escalation spiralling out of control, particularly in
the nuclear context (Armageddon).

The return of brinkmanship
With the vast spread of the spectrum of conflict in
the post-Cold War era without the disappearance
of the nuclear overhang, brinkmanship has once
again assumed dangerous proportions and merits
some examination in a contemporary context.
Terrorism has emerged as a principal instrument
of brinkmanship, frequently used by non-state
actors to provoke disproportionate state
responses and gain international attention and
sympathy in pursuit of larger goals. Without
debating the dilemma posed by the proposition
that argues, ‘One man’s terrorist is another man’s
freedom fighter’, globally proscribed terrorist
movements have rarely achieved their stated aims
through brinkmanship — al Qaeda and the Islamic
State being among them. A few such as the Irish
Republican Army (IRA) and the FLN (National
Liberation Front) in Algeria did force the more
powerful adversary to make concessions.
Another flavour of brinkmanship that has
emerged in recent decades is proxy
brinkmanship of the kind that Pakistan and Iran
have engaged in for the last four decades against
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The growing
reliance on
brinkmanship
threatens an
already fragile
global order

stronger powers. Using proxies largely designated
as global terrorist outfits, this brand of
asymmetric brinkmanship seeks to erode the
resolve and power of stronger powers and force
them to make concessions over long-festering
issues of statehood and sovereignty. The attacks
by Hamas on Israel on October 23, 2023, are an
example of this kind of brinkmanship. Israel’s
disproportionate counter-bri ip in Gaza

weapons against population centres such as KlEV
by the Russians triggers a brinkmanship

that is hard to control and infuse any semblance
of restraint in the four-year-long conflict.

Ever since China upped its maritime game
since 2006 and laid claims to vast expanses of the
South China Sea and parts of the East China Sea,
it has maslered the art of controlled

in pursuit of destroying Hamas is testimony to the
breakdown of deterrence and the propensity to
climb the escalation ladder at breakneck speed to
achieve difficult strategic outcomes.

Rising geopolitical tensions
Among the larger powers today, the U.S. has
seldom resorted to brinkmanship and prefers
instead to achieve its geopolitical objectives
through the brute and direct application of force
or economic coercion. Frustrated at its inability
to drag Iran to the negotiating table, the U.S. has
resorted to brinkmanship by imposing a blockade
on Iran, hoping to squeeze it economically and
make it come to the negotiating table. Iran, on
the other hand, has resorted to lts own brand of
ric counter-bri hip that has
vielded disproportionate strategic outcomes by
blocking the Strait of Hormuz. Where this will go
is anybody’s guess until both the parties agree to
meet mid-way — such are the complications of the
brinkmanship game.

Russia’s brinkmanship, driven by frustration
over its inability to halt the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization’s eastward despite
Moscow’s takeover of Crimea in 2014, and by
expectations that Ukraine would capitulate after
the advance on Kyiv in February 2022, has
instead resulted in a prolonged war. Russia’s
periodic sabre-rattling over nuclear restraint is
also a legacy of the Cold War that Russian
President Viadmir Putin wants to keep alive. The
indiscriminate use of hypersonic and other area

) against weaker neighbours, daring
Lhem to push back against its attempts to
establish maritime hegemony in the region.
Except for Japan which has pushed back strongly
against Chinese coercion over claims on the
Senkaku Islands, and Taiwan which continues to
stare the People’s Republic of China in the eye, all
other countries with shores along the South
China Sea have been mute to Chinese reclamation
of Islands and claims on territorial waters.

If there is one nation that has perfected the art
of brinkmanship in the 21st century, it is North
Korea. This largely underdeveloped and opaque
country, with its demonstrated missile and
nuclear prowess and nuclear proliferation, has
kept the most powerful power in the world from
forcing it into a ‘rules based world order’, while
also keeping the region on edge.

The displacement of diplomacy

India’s strategic DNA of restraint and
responsibility and its calibrated use of force
eschews any inclination to resort to
brinkmanship even under the gravest
provocation. The fragile global geopolitical
system is now fraught with danger, and
diplomacy no longer seems to be the preferred
choice for conflict resolution. With global
institutions such as the United Nations
mcreasmgly margmahsed coercion,

br and the uncalil use of force
seem to be emerging as preferred options in
settling conflicts of various genres. The world
needs to seriously introspect this.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Top court on SIR deleting the names of illegal
The Supreme Court migrants may help cleanse
upholding the Special the system, there have also

Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls as the
‘Election Commission’s
constitutional duty’ (Front
page, May 28) is along
expected lines. While

electoral rolls. Is the

been reports of genuine
voters missing from the

their franchise?

dispelled.

Balasubramaniam Pavani,

Secunderabad

Election Commission not
answerable for depriving
genuine voters of exercising

Transparency is key, and all
seeds of doubt must be

In any vibrant democracy,
the sanctity of the electoral

process rests upon the
accuracy and integrity of
the voters’ list. Such
periodic scrutiny not only
enhances electoral
transparency but also
fortifies public conﬂdence in
democratic i

must be conducted with
diligence and sensitivity so
that no eligible citizen is
disenfranchised owing to
technical or procedural
shortcomings.
comprehensive public

an effective grievance
redress system are
indispensable to achieving
this objective.
Nagarajamani M.,
Hyderabad
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Nevertheless, the process

verification procedures, and

coin
must carry the postal address.
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Will increasing the strength of the SC solve the pendency problem?
similar cases remain pending before different
[ PARLEY ] - High Courts, and instead of allowing at least one
High Court to conclusively adjudicate the issue,
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move came just days after the Union Cabinet
approved the Supreme Court (Number of
Judges) Amendment Bill, 2026, stating that the
addition of four judges would enable the top
court to facilitate “speedy justice”. On May 27,
the Supreme Court Collegium recommended
the elevation of four High Court Chief Justices
and senior advocate V. Mohana as judges of the
top court. According to the National Judicial
Data Grid, pendency before the SC currently
stands at 93,966 cases. Is increasing the top
court’s strength an effective way to reduce
pendency? Prashant Reddy T. and Swapnil
Tripathi discuss the question in a conversation
moderated by Aaratrika Bhaumik.

Was the ordinance route necessary to
increase the top court’s sanctioned strength?

Prashant Reddy: No. With Parliament set to
convene within weeks, the government could
easily have introduced the proposal through the
ordinary legislative process. In any event,
previous Bills increasing the sanctioned strength
of the top court have often passed with minimal
debate. In fact, in 2009, the government
reportedly introduced a similar measure
through a money Bill owing to its numerical
disadvantage in the Rajya Sabha. Resorting to an
ordinance for a measure of this nature deepens
institutional scepticism and fuels unnecessary
speculation about the motives of the move.

Does the Supreme Court’s willingness to
entertain a large number of Special Leave
Petitions (SLPs) contribute to the pendency?

Swapnil Tripathi: Yes. The Constituent
Assembly envisaged that the Supreme Court
would exercise considerable restraint,
particularly in invoking its extraordinary
jurisdiction under Article 136 of the
Constitution. SLPs were conceived as a remedy
to be exercised sparingly. Over time, however, a
substantial portion of the Supreme Court’s
docket has come to be dominated by SLPs. What
is even more concerning is the court’s persistent
reluctance to formulate clear guidelines
governing the exercise of this jurisdiction. The
absence of any meaningful guidelines has
contributed to the very accumulation of arrears
the institution is now struggling to manage.

PR: The difficulty with Article 136 is that there
has never been a clear consensus, even within

The Supreme Court of India.

the Constituent Assembly, on the precise role
this jurisdiction was intended to perform. In
most other common law jurisdictions, top
courts have evolved institutional filters to
regulate discretionary appeals, mindful of the
finite judicial time available to them. They
generally confine themselves to the most
contentious or jurisprudentially significant
cases. By contrast, as recently as 2016, a
Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court
declined to narrow the scope of Article 136,
observing that no effort should be made to
restrict the court’s powers under the provision.
The result is an increasingly unpredictable
system in which outcomes often appear
contingent on the Bench before which a matter
is listed. This, in turn, fuels allegations of Bench
fixing and corrupt listing practices, eroding the
court’s legitimacy in the eyes of the public.

Should the Court confine itself primarily to
constitutional cases to reduce backlog?

PR: No. Last year, in Vijaya Bank & Anr. versus
Prashant B. Narnaware, a Division Bench of the
Supreme Court was called upon to interpret
Section 27 of the Indian Contract Act. The case
was about the validity of a bond clause; allowing
a public sector bank to recover damages from an
employee who resigned before completing a
mandatory three-year service period. Although
framed as a contract law dispute, the issue went
to the heart of the right to work and carried
significant implications for labour mobility and
market competition. Questions of law with such
far-reaching consequences must engage the top
court’s attention. The real concern is not that
the Court hears such cases, but how it hears
them. Matters involving substantial questions of
law ought to be decided by larger Benches to
ensure doctrinal consistency.

ST: L agree. The Supreme Court was never
envisaged as a constitutional court alone. It was
also designed to function as the country’s final

SWAPNIL TRIPATHI

court of appeal. Over time, however, its
appellate jurisdiction has increasingly
overshadowed its role in deciding constitutional
questions. At the same time, the court must
ensure that the inflow of routine appeals is
reduced and that intervention is reserved for

ST: The government’s litigation strategy often
appears to be driven by a highly result-oriented,
case-to-case approach rather than any coherent
policy. Courts have repeatedly questioned why
the government continues to pursue virtually
every dispute up to the Supreme Court, even in
cases where its position is clearly unsustainable.
There is also a striking lack of institutional

cases where it is warranted. I would,
however, add an important caveat. Where
courts are called upon to decide substantial
questions of law, such matters ought ideally to
be heard by larger Benches to minimise
inconsistencies in interpretation among
coordinate Benches.

Will increasing the Supreme Court’s
sanctioned strength lead to more conflicting
rulings by coordinate Benches?

PR: Yes. An increase in the court’s sanctioned
strength is likely to result in greater doctrinal
inconsistency, particularly when most judges sit
in Division Benches of two. A larger number of
Benches will inevitably result in a greater
number of cases being entertained and,
consequently, more conflicting rulings by
coordinate Benches. Further, once divergent
views emerge among coordinate Benches and
matters require reference to larger Benches for
authoritative resolution, delays are likely to
become even more pronounced.

ST: I think the polyvocality of the Supreme
Court is one of its strengths, but it works as a
strength only when accompanied by judicial
discipline. The two must complement each
other. Judges may arrive at different conclusions
on facts, but the application of legal principles
must remain consistent.

Does the government need a more consistent
litigation policy?

PR: The government was initially expected to
introduce a National Litigation Policy (NLP) to
reduce the overwhelming volume of cases
involving the Union, State governments, and
public sector undertakings that continue to clog
the judicial system. The government eventually
withdrew its assurance to introduce it, leaving
unanswered questions about how decisions
relating to government litigation are actually
taken. There are numerous instances where

consi y. Changes in law officers often lead to
shifts in legal strategy, with successive counsels
sometimes advancing positions entirely contrary
to those taken earlier. Ultimately, it is the
individual litigant, lacking the State’s resources
and institutional capacity, who suffers the most.

What are the institutional reforms required?

ST: The pendency crisis cannot truly be
addressed unless the Supreme Court develops a
more robust mechanism to filter out frivolous
litigation. This is particularly important in the
context of Public Interest Litigations (PIL). The
court must strictly apply the guidelines laid
down in State of Uttaranchal versus Balwant
Singh Chaufal (2010), including ensuring that a
PIL is filed for a genuine public cause and not
driven by personal or political interests. As for
cases already pending before the court, stricter
time allocation for oral arguments is essential.
Greater reliance should also be placed on
written submissions so that judicial time is not
consumed by prolonged hearings.

Is this an opportunity to improve gender
representation on the Bench?

PR: Yes. In my view, these four additional
positions ought ideally to be filled by women.
There must also be greater transparency in the
appointments process.

ST: A common justification offered for not
appointing more women judges is that there are
not enough senior women judges in the High
Courts. But the convention of seniority has often
been relaxed when it comes to appointing male
judges to the Supreme Court.

To listen to the full interview

E Scan the code or go to the link
www.thehindu.com

How plurality and democracy go

A tour of Kerala covering the recent elections revealed how issues of

| NOTEBOOK |

hand in hand

multi-ethnic groups rarely take up space in the State’s conscience

$. Anandan

lection season is usually a time
E when voices subsumed by grand

narratives finally find a register, as
this writer discovered during a trip to Man-
jeshwar in Kerala to cover the recently
concluded State Assembly elections. A re-
porting tour across the length and breadth
of a State such as Kerala shows us how de-
mocracy thrives on plurality.

Manjeshwar, the northernmost As-
sembly constituency in the Kasaragod dis-
trict, is officially counted as Kerala’s first,
but it continues to be a blind spot for the
State’s planners and political leadership.
The dominant poll narrative, as always,
was the constituency’s relative backward-
ness. But behind such a simplistic conten-
tion lay a plethora of factors, ranging from
the historical and geographical to the fami-
lial and cultural. It is a constituency that
borders Dakshina Kannada, with its lin-
guistically diverse populace tracing its li-
neage to that region by way of their family
shrines, relatives, linguistic roots etc.

Therefore, they were pained when the
roads to Karnataka were all blockaded by
the Karnataka government during the in-
itial phase of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Dakshina Kannada is where people go for
education, medical treatment and matri-
monial alliances. “So, they felt cut off from
their roots. It may sound paradoxical for
you when 1 say I'm a Keralite but not a Ma-
layali,” A.K.M. Ashraf, the United Demo-
cratic Front (UDF) candidate from the In-
dian Union Muslim League (IUML), told
this writer. Not surprisingly, Mr. Ashraf, a
polyglot with a degree in Kannada litera-
ture, took the oath as an MLA in the Kerala
Legislative Assembly in Kannada.

The Manjeshwar constituency suffers
from all the ills faced by regions located
along State borders, such as the absence of
infrastructure, educational institutions of
standing, tertiary-care medical facilities,
and employment-generating enterprises.
The impact of the Malayalam Language
Bill on the lives of the people was naturally
a major bone of contention during cam-

CcM
K

paigning. Despite the Bi
linguistic minorities in

II's safeguards for
i d areas,

ings of the people.

fears still abound about the proposed le-
gislation undermining the cultural moor-

Language in a multicultural, federal pol-
ity is fraught. In the first-ever Kerala As-
sembly elections of 1957, Manjeshwar
elected unopposed a candidate, Umesh
Rao, who stood for a pro-Karnataka Samiti
with the backing of the Communist Party
of India. The movement is passé, but the
political questions arising from the distinc-
tive cultural identity of the region have not
really been addressed, despite the consti-
tuency being represented by several polit-
ical formations since. The linguistic angst
never boiled over into balkanisation,
thanks to the State’s embrace of divergent
communities. That said, a subterranean
strain of identity angst persists, palpable
only on occasions such as elections.

Unlike Manjeshwar, the faultline of
Idukki, home to a sizeable population of
Tamils, is not language but land. It is prob-
ably unique to Kerala that campaigning is | a
in Kannada in the Kasaragod region and in
‘Tamil in parts of Idukki. This writer ran in-
to Muniyandi, who, in his 80s, runs a
small-time tea shop at Ellapatti near Vatta-
vada after spending years as a worker in
the plantation sector. Mr. Muniyandi
waxed eloquent about the State’s polity,
showering praise on the late Chief Minister
V.S. Achuthanandan for initiating the allo-
cation of land to landless workers, a pro-
ject that ran into rough weather following
allegations of bureaucratic incongruities.

These communities draw media atten-
tion during elections, but their plight is
swept under the carpet once the frenzy
dies down. The awareness of a society’s
shared realities, such as these groups’ con-
tribution to its cultural, linguistic, and eco-
nomic progress, is paramount in reconcil-
ing with their identities and recognising
therole they play in democratising a multi-
ethnic society. A society advances only
when its groups can engage across silos.

anandan.s@thehindu.co.in

PICTURE OF THE WEEK
Iridescent streak

Sudden flash: Lightning

theskyasa
emerged as one of the most lethal natural hazards in the country. NCRB data showed that India reported over 1 lakh deaths due to lightning between 1975 and 2024. K.R. DEEPAK.

brings in much-needed relief after a hot day in Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh on May 26. Lightning has

FROM THE ARCHIV
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FIFTY YEARS AGO MAY 29, 1976

Red Indian chief’s prevision
of ecological disaster

Bombay, May 28: A Red Indian chief foresaw
over a century ago the ecological disaster the
world would face if it remained content to
make material progress at the expense of
nature. In a moving letter to the then
President of the United States, Mr. Franklin
Pierce, Chief Seathi (later Americanised to
Seattle) of the Suwamish tribe of Red Indians
in Washington State wrote in 1855 “What is
man without beasts? If all the beasts were

o6
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gone, men would die from great loneliness of
the spirit for whatever happens to the beats
also happens to man...”

The letter was discovered by the World
Wildlife Fund among a number of documents
released by the United States Government.

The letter was a reply to the U.S. President’s
“request” to Chief Seathi to “sell” his tribe’s
land to the Government. Chief Seathi began,
“The great chief in Washington sends word
that he wishes to buy our land. The great chief
also sends us words of friendship and
goodwill. This is kind of him since we know
that he has little need of our friendship in
return. But we will consider your offer... for
we know if we do not do so, the white man
may come with guns and take our land.”

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO MAY 29, 1926

Emigration to Malaya

Negapatam, May 27: “Egra” arrived here to-day
with mails and passengers from Malaya, the
passengers being mostly emigrants returning
home after long absence. I understand that
about 500 kanganis or recruiting agents have
also come by that steamer.

Since writing last about the unprecedented
rush of people emigrating through this port, my
attention has been drawn to the treatment
which the people recruited by the Kanganis are
given before they are admitted into the
Federated Malaya States Emigration Deport.
‘They are asked to stand in rows in the station
compound, as soon as they alight here from the
trains which arrive during the hot parts of the
day in the scorching heat of the mid-day sun.

) ANDADE
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Number of people Highway assets France’s prison Children killed in a Increase in China’s
killed in Israeli strikes  identified by NHAI for  population reaches fire in a school dorm  gold imports via Hong
on Lebanon monetisation in FY27  record high in Kenya Kong in April

Lebanon's Health Ministry said
14 on Thursday that Israeli strikes

on the country’s south killed at
least 14 people and wounded 21 others.
The Lebanese military added that a soldier
had been killed in a separate Israeli strike
“while he was driving on the road". s

State-owned NHAI on Thursday
17 said it has identified 17 National
Highways assets with a total
combined length of 1,692.5 km for
under toll-operate-transf
and infrastructure investment trust modes
during the financial year 2026-27. rn

UN experts
SS 14 on torture
’ prevention
urged France to fix “serious” overcrowding
in prisons, saying the conditions violated
detainees’ rights and could be labelled
“inhumane or degrading” treatment. ase

Afire in a girls’ dormitory in
16 Kenya on Thursday killed 16

children and hospitalised 79.
The fire broke out before 1:00 am local
time at Utumishi Girls Academy in Nakuru
County, around 120 kilometres north of the
capital Nairobi, officials said. ar»

in per cent. China's net
Sl 2 gold imports via Hong
o Kong rose 81.2% in
April from the previous month, Hong Kong
Census and Statistics Department data
showed on Thursday. rmi
(COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

The Supreme Court’s May 21 clarification partially revive

Follow us € facebook.com/thehindu ¥ X.com/the hindu () instagram.com/the hindu

A revival of sedition tied to consent

sedition proceedings under Section 124A for consenting accused persons; the direction creates disparity

in the working of Section 124A and leaves accused caught between trial under an undecided law and indefinite limbo

LETTER & SPIRIT

Krishnadas Rajagopal

three-judge Bench headed by

Chief Justice of India Surya

Kant clarified on May 21 that

courts may proceed with trials,
appeals and proceedings under Section
124A of the now-repealed Indian Penal
Code if the accused raise no objection. In
effect, the direction partially revived the
paused colonial-era sedition provision for
those willing to face trial.

The direction came in a special leave
petition filed by a person anxious about
his nearly-decade-old appeal against
conviction under the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act, the Arms Act, and
several provisions of the IPC, including
Section 124A.

He and his co-accused were sentenced
to life imprisonment by a Sessions Court
in Madhya Pradesh in February 2017.
Their appeal before the State High Court
had remained in limbo after the Supreme
Court ordered all ongoing and future
proceedings under Section 124A to be
kept in abeyance in an interim order on
May 1, 2022.

The Supreme Court Bench found that
the High Court “appeared reluctant” to
hear the appeal while the May 2022 order
remained in force. The appellant in this
case, Kamran, submitted that he was
willing to let the High Court hear the
appeal in its entirety, including with
respect to sedition.

The Bench relented by passing a
general direction that sedition
proceedings under Section 124A against
consenting accused persons, like Kamran,
should go ahead. The court’s decision,
apparently, was guided by speedy trial
and closure for the accused and reducing
the burden on the justice administration
system, already groaning under a backlog.

Constitutional questions

However, on the flip side, the Supreme
Court’s clarification has exposed
consenting accused persons to be subject
to a provision which both the court and
the government had considered suspect
in 2022. The challenge to the

constitutionality of Section 124A is
pending in the Supreme Court. Multiple
writ petitions in S.G. Vombatkere versus
Union of India had challenged Section
124A for violating foundational rights.

The pendency of the Vombatkere
petitions raises the question whether
lower courts would pronounce a
judgment on guilt when the
constitutionality of the provision was
itself suspect. Besides, the May 21
clarification was passed in an
unconnected case, Kamran versus State of
Madhya Pradesh, without issuing notice to
or hearing the petitioners in the
Vombatkere group of matters.

Practical problems may also arise for
lower courts if one accused is willing to be
tried under Section 124A while his
co-accused may not. The answer lies in
deciding the petitions challenging the
colonial provision, and not delivering
stopgap clarifications.

The clarification of May 21 further
rebels against the fundamental right of
‘equality before the law’. The interim
order of May 2022 had expressed the
Supreme Court’s “hope and expectation™
that the government would not register
any fresh FIRs, continue investigation or
take coercive measures against people
under Section 124A while the challenge to
the provision was still alive in the apex
court. The order had given affected

GETTY IMAGES.

parties, against whom Section 124A was
invoked, liberty to approach courts for
relief. It had gone to the extent of
directing that adjudication with respect to
connected Sections in such cases would
proceed only if courts were of the opinion
that no prejudice would be caused to the
accused. None of these directions was
modified on May 21.

Unequal consequences

The clarification may lead to a visible
disparity in the working of Section 124A.
Trials and court proceedings would
resume against the accused who may
have consented out of a sense of anguish
or were sure of their innocence, while
others, not so frantic for closure, would
opt to quietly wait it out till the apex court
finally decided on the legality of Section
124A. The Supreme Court’s prolonged
delay on the Vombatkere petitions leaves
vulnerable citizens stranded between a
rock and a hard place: either consent to a
trial under an undecided law, which
carries a life imprisonment, or endure
indefinite limbo.

Again, the May 21 direction would
mean trial and appeals would resume for
consenting accused on a provision which
the apex court and the Centre had agreed
in 2022 was not in tune with the current
social milieu, and was intended for a time
when this country was under the colonial

regime. The Attorney General had, at the
time, shared instances of glaring misuse
of Section 1244, like when an
independent MP and her husband were
booked under Section 124A after they

d to recite the F Chalisa
outside the private residence of a former
Maharashtra Chief Minister.

The offence of sedition has been traced
to the Statute of Westminster 1275, when
the King was considered the holder of the
Divine right. Pre-dating the Constitution,
the provision has been viewed with
suspicion in Independent India. The
country’s first Prime Minister, Jawaharlal
Nehru, had described the Section on the
floor of the Provisional Parliament in 1951
as “highly objectionable and obnoxious™.
In 1962, the Supreme Court in Kedar Nath
Singh versus State of Bihar read it down to
say that a “citizen has a right to say or
write whatever he likes about the
government, or its measures, by way of
criticism or comment, so long as he does
not incite people to violence or with an
intention of creating public disorder”.

Burden on State

Even Section 152 of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita, considered a successor to Section
124A, is under challenge in the Supreme
Court for its ambiguity, cloaking an
immense capacity to have a chilling effect
on free speech and expression.

The current challenges to sedition
provisions urge the Supreme Court to
conform to post-Kedar Nath precedents
like R.C. Cooper, Indira Gandhi versus Raj
Narain and LR. Coelho, which established
that fundamental rights did not reside in
isolated silos or watertight compartments
— a curtailment of free speech brought
about by a charge under Section 124A or
Section 152 would also affect the right to
life and personal liberty. The content of
each fundamental right animates the
others.

The burden is on the State to establish
that a “rights-limiting” sedition provision
is necessary in a democratic society. It
should not be left to affected parties to
consent to sedition proceedings out of
sheer desperation caused by a delay to
decide the constitutionality of Section
124A by none other than the highest court
of the country.

THE GIST
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The May 21 clarification allows
trials, appeals and proceedings
under Section 124A to go
ahead for accused persons
willing to face trial, even as the
challenge to the
constitutionality of the
provision remains pending in
the Supreme Court.

v

The prolonged delay in
deciding the Vombatkere
petitions leaves vulnerable
citizens between consenting to
proceedings under a
colonial-era law carrying life
imprisonment or remaining in
prolonged limbo.

What did the court rule on
Bihar’s SIR of electoral rolls?

What were the four main issues raised by the petitioners against the SIR exercise?

Rangarajan R.

The story so far:
he Supreme Court recently
upheld the powers of the
Election Commission (EC) to
conduct special i i

time, for reasons to be recorded.

In its June 2025 order to carry out the
SIR of Bihar electoral rolls, the EC noted
that there had been large-scale additions
and deletions to the electoral rolls over
the last 20 years due to rapid
urbanisation and migration. This has

revision (SIR) of the electoral rolls in
Bihar. It also upheld the procedure
followed by the EC.

What was SIR?

Article 324 of the Constitution provides
that the superintendence, direction and
control of the preparation of electoral
rolls for the conduct of elections shall vest
with the EC. Section 21 of the
Representation of the People Act, 1950
(RP Act), deals with the preparation and
revision of electoral rolls. It authorises the
EC to carry out a special revision of the
electoral roll, for any constituency at any

~ e »

increased the possibility of duplicate
entries in the electoral roll. The EC stated
that it is also constitutionally obligated to
ensure that only citizens are enrolled in
the electoral rolls. Accordingly, the EC
decided to undertake an SIR exercise for
the entire country, starting with Bihar.

What issues were raised?

The Association for Democratic Reforms
and various other petitioners had
challenged the SIR exercise in the
Supreme Court. The key issues for
consideration in these petitions are
summarised below.

First, whether the EC is empowered to
carry out the SIR exercise. Section 21(3) of
the RP Act authorises the EC to carry out
a special revision of the electoral roll for
‘any’ constituency or part of a
constituency in such manner as it may
think fit. The petitioners argued that this
provision is for special revision of only a
particular constituency and not for a State
as a whole, as envisaged in the SIR
process.

Second, if the SIR is founded on a
legitimate purpose, whether the
measures adopted by the EC are
proportionate to the object being sought
to be achieved. Third, whether the
procedure is violative of provisions of the
RP Act and Registration of Electors Rules,
1960 (RER). The petitioners argued that
enrolment in the electoral roll carries a
presumption of citizenship and eligibility.
Rule 21A of the RER mandates that no

name already entered in the electoral roll
can be deleted without prior notice to the
elector concerned and an opportunity of
hearing. The petitioners argued that
requiring all electors to fill out the
enumeration forms again and deleting the
names of those who fail to submit them
violates these provisions. Fourth, whether
the EC is empowered to scrutinise the
citizenship status of persons seeking
inclusion or continuation in the electoral
roll.

‘What did the court rule?
The court, after hearing the petitioners
and EC, upheld the SIR exercise and
procedure followed. The conclusion of
the court for the four main issues raised
can be summarised as follows. First, the
interpretation of the word ‘any’ in Section
21(3) of the RP Act as ‘only’ for a
particular constituency would be narrow
and restrictive. The EC is well within its
constitutional mandate to carry out SIR
for ‘many’ or “all’ constituencies in a
State. It is an exercise traceable to Section
21(3) read with Article 324 of the
Constitution to fulfil the constitutional
requirement of free and fair elections.
Second, the SIR exercise satisfies the
proportionality requirement. The
measures adopted bear a rational nexus
to the objective sought to be achieved, are
not manifestly excessive, and are
accompanied by sufficient procedural

safeguards to prevent arbitrary exclusion.

Third, while inclusion in the electoral
roll gives rise to a presumption of validity,
it does not impose a blanket prohibition
on the powers of the EC to undertake an
SIR. The safeguards of notice and hearing
under RER are preserved in substance,
and the process adopted by the EC is
within the statutory requirements. The
documentation prescribed by the EC, to
which the Aadhaar card was subsequently
added as per the court’s direction, is
based on intelligible criteria having a
direct nexus with the objective of
ensuring the integrity of the electoral roll.

Fourth, the EC is empowered, in the
exercise of its constitutional mandate, to
undertake a limited enquiry into
citizenship for eligibility for inclusion in
the electoral roll. It does not amount to a
determination of citizenship in the strict
sense and is confined to electoral
consequences alone.

Any deletion of names on account of
the opinion of the EC that they are not
citizens should be referred by the
commission to the competent authority
under the Citizenship Act, 1955, for
adjudication of their citizenship. If the
authority holds that such deleted
individuals are citizens, they shall be
included in the electoral roll.

(Rangarajan R is a former IAS officer and
author of ‘Courseware on Polity Simplified’.
Views expressed are personal.)
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When legal doctrine meets absurdity,
comedy, and courtroom theatrics

Comic undercurrents, institutional peculiarities, and unforgettable characters lie hidden beneath the solemnity of courts and the legal profession;

through judicial excess, courtroom spectacle, ghosts, and Al hallucinations, the stories reveal the human side of the administration of justice

Kartikey Singh

he law and the legal system

form the foundation of societal

order. Their legitimacy rests

upon procedural discipline,
fidelity to constitutional and statutory
frameworks, and the promise that
disputes will be resolved through reason.
Courts are designed to embody this
seriousness, with their elevated benches,
solemn-looking judges, and black robes.

Yet beneath this solemnity lies a less

acknowledged history of the legal
profession, shaped by vanity, wit,
eccentricity, bruised egos, theatricality,
and episodes of absurdity that reveal how
human the administration of justice has
always been. It is this hidden world of law,
with its comic undercurrents, institutional
peculiarities, and unforgettable
characters, that Solicitor General of India
Tushar Mehta writes about in his two
recently released books, The Lawful and
the Awful: Quirky Tales from the World of
Law and The Bench, the Bar, and the
Bizarre: The Unfamiliar, the Curious, and
the Extraordinary in Law. These volumes,
which are about foreign courts and legal
systems rather than the Indian judiciary,
transform humour into a mode of
institutional analysis.

The weight of the robe
The Lawful and the Awful opens with a
chapter titled ‘Bench without Borders’.
Judges, Mr. Mehta writes, are most often
found in the courtroom. Like lions in a
jungle, they are possessive of their
jurisdiction, and when that ]unsdlcuon is
chall d, “various d S
come into play such as unrealistic
expansion of authority, loud
vocalisations, displays of dominance and,

at times, outright aggression”. Beneath
the humour lies a perceptive study of
judicial temperament and the behavioural
instincts that courts so often conceal
beneath procedural complexity. The rest
of the book bears it out, case by case.

The range in the book is extraordinary.
Judge Phantly Roy Bean of Val Verde
County, Texas, who dispensed justice
from his tavern called the Jersey Lilly
Saloon by sitting on a barrel, kept a black
bear named Bruno both as a court
enforcer and his pet. He selec(ed Juries
from among his most regular
customers. He sits in the same chapter as
Lord Chief Justice Jeffreys of the Bloody
Assizes, who in 1685 conducted summary
trials from inn to inn across England,
sentencing hundreds of people to death
‘while, contemporary accounts suggest,
allowing his appetite for fine food and
drink to influence his venue selection.

The centrepiece of The Lawful and the
Awful is “The Court of One: The Inimitable
Justice Scalia’, a long, carefully written
portrait of the American jurist whose
dissents rewrote the possibilities of
judicial prose.

Mr. Mehta’s footnoting is impeccable.
This matters as these are not apocryphal
anecdotes but documented legal history,
which is what gives the comedy its
particular edge. In law as in life, he
observes in the preface, truth is generally
more ridiculous than invention. His
literature endorses this view on almost
every page.

Anxieties of the modern courtroom
The Bench, the Bar, and the Bizarre
engages with an equally fascinating range
of themes. It confronts the present
directly: judicial bullying, the judiciary’s
uneasy encounter with social media, the

supernatural in courtrooms, and the
vertiginous question of Artificial
Intelligence in legal practice. Like its
companion, the tone remains composed,
observant, and frequently funny.

“The Divinity Virus: Bullies on the
Bench’ opens with the account of judge
Talmadge D. Littlejohn of Mississippi’s 1st
Chancery District, who required everyone
present to stand and recite the ‘Pledge of
Allegiance’ before proceedings
commenced. The chapter records that in
October 2010, when a lawyer appearing
in his court declined to participate, he
had to face contempt of court. The pages
then throw a light on judicial excess -
judges unable to restrain their tempers,
repeatedly interrupting counsels,
humiliating lawyers, weaponising
authority through sarcasm and
intimidation, and mistaking institutional
power for personal infallibility. Mr. Mehta
uses these incidents to reveal how quickly
judicial authority, when unchecked, can
slide into spectacle and outright misuse.

‘Law beyond the Living: Demons,
Devils, Ghosts, and God in Court’, which
humorously recounts people taking
celestial beings to court, is the liveliest
and one of the most insightful chapters in
both books. Mr. Mehta revisits the case of
Stambovsky v. Ackley, where a New York
court ruled on the principle of ‘buyer
beware’.

The owner of a house had publicly
claimed in magazines like Reader’s Digest
that the house was haunted. Later, when
a buyer complained during a contract
dispute, the court said the owner could
not suddenly deny the ghosts existed,
since she herself had promoted the house
as haunted. What begins as an absurd
ghost story evolves into a fascinating
example of courts adjudicating questions

seemingly beyond the boundaries of law
itself.

At a time when the Supreme Court has
itself raised concerns over the growing
use of Al in legal drafting, the chapter
“Artificially Intelligent, Legally
Embarrassed: Hallucinations, Fake
Citations, and the Perils of
Robo-Research’ is timely. Mr. Mehta
observes that technology is only as
effective as its users, and the legal
profession, like any other profession, has
its share of both those who work hard and
those who work hardly.

Miscellany-at-Law series

Those who find themselves drawn deeper
into this tradition of legal humour as a
mode of serious inquiry would do well to
turn next to the classic three-volume
Miscellany-at-Law series by Sir Robert
Megarry, an eminent British lawyer,
judge, and legal author, who eventually
rose to serve as the Vice-Chancellor of the
Supreme Court of England and Wales.
Each volume is organised into chapters of
themed material - judicial temperament,
advocacy, absurd statutes and linguistic
oddities of legal drafting.

Much like Mr. Mehta’s excavations, the
range of the Miscellanies is astonishing: a
court in Charleston genuinely considering
whether horses should be required to
‘wear diapers and a court declining to
classify trespassing bees as ‘invitees’,
‘licensees; or ‘trespassers’.

All these stories are documented,
footnoted, and placed within their proper
legal context so that the comedy, rather
than displacing the doctrine, actually
sharpens it.

(Kartikey Singh, lawyer, and currently
working as a Law Clerk-cum-Research
Associate at the Supreme Court of India)
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This was the day that Edmund Hillary and Tenzing Norgay became the first people to

scale Mount Everest in 1953. A quiz on the tallest peak in the world:

Radhika Santhanam

[N

QUESTION 1

Tibetans and Sherpas call
Mt Everest Chomolungma.

What does that mean? to be sacred?
[
QUESTION 2 QUESTION 4

This is a perilous area on Mt
Everest where most
mountaineers struggle to
carry on because the air
contains only about

[N
one-third of the oxygen QUESTION 5

considered the highest peak
in the world? Also, which
State government bans
mountaineering expeditions
from its side on this
mountain, which is believed

She was the first woman to
summit Mt Everest. A

mountain range on Pluto is
named after her. Name her.

Akshaya Padhi

Questions and Answers to the previous day’s daily quiz: 1. Now
powering most EVs (particularly Chinese ones), LFP batteries owe much ol
their commercial viability to the jion cathode din
the late 1980s by Nobel laureate John B. Goodenough and his assouate who
was born in a small village in Tamil Nadu. Ans: Prof. Arumugam Manthiram
2. From one Goodenough associate to another: while the scientist in Q1 laid
the conceptual groundwork, the actual 1997 paper announcing LiFePO: as a
cathode was led by a scientist from Kalahandi, Odisha. Name him. Ans:

3. Named after a Russian mmeraloglst and first found i in the Urals in 1839

identify this crystal structure
4. 1n 1987, a water-well worker in Baumkebougou Mali, accidentally set off a
blue flame that burned for weeks in a borewell. Decades later, the gas was
found to be 98% pure. Name this naturally mined, newest “colour™ of
hydrogen. Ans: Gold or White or natural Hydrogen

. Ans:
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Know your
English

S. Upendran

We talk about a “gaggle of geese”, “a
litter of puppies”, and a “school of
dolphins”. What do you call a group
of peacocks? (A. Ananthan, Chennai)
The collective noun that is used with
peacocks is “muster”. We talk about a
“muster of peacocks”. The “u” is
pronounced like the “u” in ‘must’, ‘bust’,
and “dust”.

Isit correct to say “each and every”?
(T. Balachander, Bangalore)

Itis very common to hear people say, “I
would like to thank each and every one of
you for coming tonight”. It is not only
Indians who use this expression, but
native speakers of English also employ it
quite frequently. Careful users of the
language however frown on this
expression; they argue that it is
redundant to say “each and every”. They
would prefer that you say, “I would like to
thank each one of you for coming
tonight”, or “I would like to thank every
one of you for coming tonight‘ﬂ The
expression “each and every” is however
very commonly used by both native and
non-native speakers of English.

‘What is the origin and meaning of the
expression “to get someone’s goat”?
(G. Sankunthala, Secunderabad)

This is an expression used in informal
contexts, When someone gets your goat,
he/she makes you very annoyed. Here are
a few examples.

Shoba got my goat when she accused me
of being laid-back.

Idon’t know much about Mohan, but
Sunita says he gets her goat. The way Ram
bosses his parents gets my goat.

The idiom I understand comes from
the world of horse racing. Racehorses are
supposed to be highly-strung animals;
they have a lot of nervous energy and it is
abig job trying to keep these animals
calm. In the old days, horse trainers used
to put a goat in the stalls of these animals
in an effort to keep them calm. The two
animals used to bond and very often the
horse became attached to its companion
— the goat. To ensure that a horse did not
perform well in an upcoming race, what
many rival horse owners used to do was
to steal the goat the night before the race.
This used to upset the horse very much
and as a result it would underperform in
the race. So when you say that someone
has got your goat, you are comparing
yourself to the horse rather than the goat
itself.

‘What is the meaning of “Bingo”? (T.
M. U. Geetha Priya, Chennai)

Bingo is a game. What we call “Tambola”
and “Housie” in India, people in the West
refer to as Bingo. When a player finds that
his card contains all the numbers that
have been called out, he usually shouts
“bingo” to indicate that he has won. In
everyday context when someone shouts
*bingo’, what he means to say is that
something rather surprising and pleasant
has happened. This rather informal
expression is also used to indicate that
you have done something successfully.
Here are a few examples.

1 turned the key for the fifth time and
bingo, this time the car started.

Hamsa started to play tennis for
exercise and bingo she was hooked.
Published in The Hindu on October 17,
2000

Word of the day

Galumph:

move around heavily and clumsily

Synonyms: stomp, stumble, trudge

Usage: she galumphed into the room carrying
too many bags.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/galumph

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /gsinmf/
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Before the Great places, microplastics have
Trigonometrical Survey of been found. Name the

India, which peak was deepest point.

»

This man served as Surveyor General of India. He
never saw the Everest but he is associated with it.
Name him.
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Fund of options

Third-party MF payments fine, not salary deductions

nabid to widen market participation, the

Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI)

islooking to relax one of its long-standing rules
governing mutual funds (MFs) — the mandate that
fund houses should not accept third-party payments
towards investments in MFs. Currently, MFs are
allowed to accept only payments that originate from
the verified bank account of the investor in whose
name the scheme will be held, with redemption
proceeds also credited into the same account.

However, SEBI ina recent consultation

— paper, has sought feedback on allowing

— third-party payments for MFs in three
/ special cases. One, allowing listed and

EPFO- (employees provident fund)
registered firms to auto-deduct MF
contributions from employee salaries akin
to EPF and NPS (National Pension System)
deductions. Two, allowing AMCs (asset
management companies) to pay part of their
distributor commissions in the form of
units. Three, allowing investors to nominate
verified organisations for direct donations
out of their MF balances. Stringent
Know-Your-Customer rules and electronic
payment modes have made verification of
money trails quite easy. The risk of mutual
funds being used for money laundering if
third party payments are allowed seems
negligible. Competing products such as
insurance already allow third-party
payments. Therefore, enabling payment of
distributor commissions in kind or setting
up investor donations to third party
beneficiaries is unexceptionable.

However, allowing employers to
auto-deduct sums from employee salaries
towards SIPs (systematic investment
plans), needs more debate. The challenges
that can arise from putting mutual fund
SIPs on the auto-deduct menu can be
fourfold. One, even with EPF deductions,
there is a pervasive problem of smaller firms
failing to deposit employee contributions
with the EPFO. Before allowing employer
organisations to auto-deduct MF SIP
contributions from employee salaries,
safeguards against such defaults need tobe
spelt out. Two, as investment products,
mutual funds are very different from EPF
which is a simple fixed income product.
Investors need guidance on what products
and asset mix they ought to choose. Itis
unclear how employers will provide the
rightadvice. After the initial choice, MF
investments also need periodic course
correction in the case of poor performance,
which the employer organisation will need
to handle.

Three, mutual funds carry market risks.
Therefore, it is desirable that individual
investors make a conscious decision to sign
up, rather than have it embedded
automatically into their employment
contracts. Finally, with EPF contributions
already taking up 10-12 per cent of the
employees’ salaries and the NPS taking off
asaretirement vehicle, it is moot if there is
room for workers to add a third automated
saving to their salary menu. Given the slow
growth in household incomes, too many
such vehicles eating into the monthly pay
cheque can shrink disposable income and
impact consumption.

OTHER VOICES.
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’s suffering: didn’t stop Israeli attacks
Lebanon was an afterthought when Israel and the US were bombing Iran, and
remained one when they stopped. It still appears to be one even as
Washington and Tehran speak of peace. The US has suggested that a deal is
within reach, and Iran’s Revolutionary Guards said on Wednesday that a return
to war was unlikely, though profound differences remain evident. Tehran says
that Lebanon must be part of any agreement. Yet this week, Lebanon’s
supposed ceasefire looks more threadbare than ever, with Israel intensifying its
offensive as Benjamin Netanyahu vowed to “crush” Hezbollah. Israeli strikes
killed 31 people on Tuesday alone, and on Wednesday the military ordered the
evacuation of the entire city of Tyre. Its troops have pushed out of the buffer
zone that it established in the south. wonoon, may27)
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Secessionists’ ‘word game’ belies their anxiety

Recent remarks and actions by the secessionist-minded Democratic
Progressive Party authorities of China’s Taiwan region once again reveal their
persistent attempts to distort history, confuse public understanding and
advance their separatist agenda under various guises. From the repeated claim
that “Taiwan has never been ruled by the People’s Republic of China” to
renewed rhetoric advocating “Taiwan independence”, the essence of these
moves remains unchanged: seeking to undermine the one-China principleand
obstruct the historical trend toward China’s national reunification. At a recent
news conference, Chen Binhua, spokesman for the State Council Taiwan
Affairs Office, reiterated the unequivocal truth that Taiwan has beenan
inseparable part of China since ancient times. @eunc wras)

Poverty, a persistent concern

REALITY CHECK. Poverty is endemic in regions of subsistence agriculture and mineral-rich areas. This should be addressed

RGOPALAN
MC SINGHI

he extent of poverty and its
reduction in India remains a
subject of considerable
debate. After a gap of more
than adecade, the MoSPI
(Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation) conducted two
consumer expenditure surveys in
2022-23 and 2023-24. Poverty line has
not been defined in these two surveys.
Poverty estimates in India post 1973 are
made with reference toa basket of
goods.
‘The Rangarajan Expert Group in
2011-12 recommended monthly per
capita consumer expenditure (MPCE)
0f¥972 in rural areas and 1,407 in
urban areas to be the new poverty lines
attheall-Indialevel.

The MPCE covered primarily food
and some essential non-food items. The
povertyline so estimated was around 68
per centand 54 per cent of the
respective average MPCE, in rural and
urban areas. Poverty should ideally be
considered more dynamically and with
development.

‘We assume poverty line at 68 per cent
of the average all India consumption
expenditure in rural areas and 54 per
centof average per capita consumption
expenditure in urban areas as arrived at
by Rangarajan Committee.

Using consumer expenditure surveys
0f2023-24 and 2024-25, it corresponds
032,802 per capita per month or393.4
per capita per day in rural d
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~ % of population below poverty line (LHS)

Eighty per cent of poor people reside
inthe10 States of Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
Madhya Pradesh, West Bengal,
Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Assam,
Maharashtra, Rajasthan and Jharkhand
and in each of these States poverty
exceeds 20 per cent of their population.

Agriculturally better off northern
States of Punjaband Haryana and
southern States have much lower
poverty ratios.

These States, along with Sikkim,
having a share in population of over 25
per cent, have a share of just 8 per cent in
total BPL persons. Sikkim, Goaand
Tripuraare among the States that have
eliminated poverty.

Povertv is predommant in States of

agriculture (Uttar Pradesh,

33,778 per capita per month or X126 per
capita per day in urban areas.

Using this data, it is observed that
26.8 per cent of total population is under
poverty line; 29 per cent of people in
rural areas and 22 per cent of people in
urban areas.

‘The number of persons below poverty
line, defined as above, works out to 374
million people who need
subsistence-based interventions.

STRUCTURAL AND REGIONAL
Povertyin India is structural and
regional. As the graph indicates, the four
States of Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya
Pradeshand West Bengal have over 48
per cent of persons below the poverty
line, as defined above, though their share
in population is fewer than 40 per cent.
Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh and Odisha
have more than 45 per cent of
population below poverty line.

Bihar and Assam) or mineral rich
(Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,
Jharkhand, Odisha, Rajasthan and West
Bengal). Even in Maharashtraand
Karnataka, poverty concentration is
more inareas which are mineral rich or
of subsistence agriculture

Poverty in these areas is structural in

States is higher at 47 per centas
compared to under 42 per cent in
better-off States. The share of working
persons in poverty-centricareas in

nearby locations in non-agricultural
sectorsare needed.

Emphasis on local initiatives, local
resource endowments, I

industry ( construction),
information, professional services,
banking and public administration and
defenceat 11 per cent is less than half of
that in the better-off States.

The higher poverty rates are not
necessarily because of rising inequality
as the Gini coefficient in Bihar and Uttar
Pradesh in both rural and urban areas is
lower than the average of All-States.
These parameters have not changed
over the years making the issue
structural.

Attempts so far to eradicate poverty
are not designed to overcome the
structural constraints. DMF (District
Mineral Foundation) and other funds in
mineral areas should be used for
upskilling, setting up schools, PHCs
(primary health centres), nutrition
programmes, infrastructure
development, creating incentives toset
up processing industries near

naturewith d thanthe
overall. Despite migration of labourers
to more productive or industrial
townships, poverty has continued tobe
sticky in these pockets.

According to PLFS 2023-24,
dependency ratio in poverty-stricken

It is observed that 26.8
per cent of population is
under poverty line; 29 per
cent in rural areas and 22
per cent in urban areas

d improving diversification of
local economy beyond mining. Better
use of CSR funds must be made.

NOT AN OPTIMAL OPTION
Inareas of subsistence agriculture,
migration is not an optimal option as
migrants tend to suffer from local issues,
including isolation, language issues and
outright apathy.

icultural reforms, land
consolidation, cost effective price
stabilisation, shift to high value
agriculture, increased agricultural
productivity and shift of labour to

hip and targeted time
bound social protection systems should
guide the philosophy of all programmes.

POVERTY LINE

Poverty reduction in India has been
brought about through social and food
securityand universal access to basic
amenities. International Poverty Line
(IPL) defined by World Bank in June
2025 was estimated at $3 a day, adjusted
for the purchasing power of money to
2021 prices. Using this as poverty line,
‘World Bank estimated that 5.3 per cent
of India’s population was below the
threshold of 3 per day (PPP)
corresponding to 360 per person per

d

The Economic Survey and other
studies based on the Tendulkar
committee methodology and World
Bank poverty line indicate a sharp and
broad-based decline in poverty. Between
2011-12and 2023-24, the Survey
estimated poverty to have reduced from
21.9 per cent in 2011-12104.7 per cent
in 2022-23 and further to 2.3 per cent in
2023-24.

This reduction was contributed
mainly by social protection systems
which increased their coverage from 22
per cent of the population in 2016 to
64.3 per cent in 2025. But, overall, the
reality s perhaps more complex.

Gopalanis former Secretary, Economic Affairs, and
Singhils former Senior Economic Advser, Ministry of
Finance. Views expressedare personal

Tata Sons — should it be listed or remain unlisted?

Preserving the present structure best protects Tata Sons’ philosophy of balancing business success with societal responsibilities

g

B MUTHURAMAN

and purpose of industrial enterprises in
society.

The Tata Group and Tata Sons
evolved over more than 165 years with
the belief that business must contribute
not only to economic growth but also to
the larger well-being of society.
Fmanclal performance and operational

T here has recentlv been
whether Tata Sons should
remainunlisted or seeka public listing.
The issue naturally evokes differing

were always regarded as
essential, but as part of awider
institutional purpose that included
ies and national

views because it is not merelya financial
or regulatory question; it also touches
upon the history, philosophy and
institutional character of one of India’s
most respected business groups.

Froma financial and market
perspective, there are understandable
arguments in favour of listing. A listed
structure can potentially enhance
transparency, improve liquidity,
broaden ownership participation and
enable shareholders to realise market
value more fully. These are important
considerations and deserve serious
attention.

At the same time, the issue perhaps
requires a broader reflection on the role

developmcnt.

Over time, this philosophy became
deeply embedded in the culture and
decision-making processes of the Tata
Group. Long before corporate social
responsibility became a formal
expectation, the Group had consciously
attempted to balance commercial
success with wider societal
responsibilities.

During my nearly fifty years with Tata
Steel and the Tata Group, I witnessed
several decisions where broader societal

PHILOSOPHY. Business must contribute
to the larger well-being of society as well

decisions may not have been
immediately visible through
conventional financial measures alone.
Itis in this context that concerns arise
regarding the possible listing of Tata
Sons. Public markets, by their nature,
bring greater scrutiny, accountability
and shareholder expectations. While
these can strengthen governance and

and national iderations were
weighed alongside financial outcomes.
In many cases, the long-term
institutional and societal value of such

, they can also create
pressures towards shorter-term
performance priorities and narrower
financial benchmarks.

Institutions such as Tata Sons have
historically had the ability to take a
wider and longer-term view — balanci
commercial objectives with national
priorities, societal obligations and
institution-building. In a developing
country such as India, where business
institutions continue to playa critical
rolein social and economic
transformation, this ability has
particular significance.

MEANINGFUL COEXISTENCE

India needs credible and responsible
industrial institutions that can serve not
merelyas successful business
enterprises, butalsoas examples of
balanced and purposeful capitalism. The
‘Tata Group has, over generations,
attempted to demonstrate that business
success and societal responsibility can
coexist in a meaningful way.

Preserving the present structure of
Tata Sons would, in my opinion, best
protect this philosophy and allow it to
continue serving asa guiding influence
for Indian industryand society at large.

Thewriter is former Vice Chairman, Tata Steel
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OSM fiasco

The rollout of the On-Screen
Marking (OSM) system by the CBSE
for Class Xl examinations has
exposed several shortcomings in the
country’s push towards rapid
digitisation. While technological
reforms are necessary, digitisation
alone should not be mistaken for
genuine progress. Software systems.
that determine the academic future
of millions of students require

severelyaffect their future
prospects.

MJeyaram
‘Shelavandan, TN

Strikinga chord

This refers to the Pocket cartoon by
Ravikanth (May 28).| congratulate
the cartoonist for so effectively
exposing a serious issue that affects
students like me. The cartoon neatly

phased

conditions and an effective

the examination process. Well done,
Ravikanth, for bringing this to light.
Prajesh Paramasivan

Neslambur, TN

Tax havens cutting back
Apropos ‘Meet the FPIs leading the

The more important regulatory
question is whether unregulated
funds operating through offshore
financial centres warrant closer SEB!
scrutiny. Their ability to move quickly
and in volume creates volatility that
affectsallinvestors, Better

unwritten rule ‘Bail is the rule and jail
is an exception’should be the guiding
principle for the system, with
universal applicability, irrespective of
severity of the sections under which
the cases was booked. [f the High
Courtsand lower courts follow this

sell-off (May 28). The g
breakdown of FPI behaviour is
genuinely reassuringin parts. The
fact that long-term institutional

discl forsuch
entities would serve market stability
without discouraging genuine
long-term foreign investment.

highlights how excuses andlapsesin  investors — pension funds, M Barathi
repeated theC from poor sovereign wealth funds, and large Bengalury
trial runs, stress testing under real p}anmng to last-minute problems, mutual funds — have fargely held
e unfairly their sell-offis il and jail
grievance redressal mechanism. In penallsed The board needs to go notabroadloss of confidencein Apropos A high point in judicial
for higher beyond jtshould  Indi jes. It s primaril history’ (May 28), the fact that the

India, where:

educationand

opportunities is intense,
examinations carry enormous
consequences for students and their
families. Any technical lapse can

security for question
papers enforce stricter timelines
andimprove overallaccountability.
Such practical steps would reduce
uncertainty and help restore faith in

short-term speculative capital from
tax havens rotating towards Al-linked
stocks in Taiwan and South Korea,
combined with rupee depreciation
making valuations less attractive.

Supreme Court has shown that itis
flexible enough to revisit its earlier
decisions and correct them, if
necessary, is highly admirable. The
judgment reinforces that the

h-breaking precedent set by the
Supreme Courtand decide on the
bail pleas of the thousands of
prisoners suffering without trial and
languishingin jail for long, justice will
prevail. However, many of these
prisoners, booked for small crimes,
may not have the wherewithal even
toapply fora bail. As such,
government should take the cue
from this progressive judgment, and
amend the law to prescribe atime
limit for custody of under-trials.
Kosaraju Chandramouli
Hyderabd
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Enforcement with trust

Tweaking the sex determination prevention Act

—
JVR Prasada Rao

ndia’s response to
gender-biased sex selection

has evolved througha

combination of legal, regulatory
and social interventions, from the
PC-PNDT Act to nationwide
campaigns aimed atimproving
the value accorded to the girl
child. At the heart of this
framework lies the regulation of
diagnostic technologies,
particularlyultrasound, alongside
efforts to create awareness among
people on the deeper issue of
gender discrimination and male
preference

Legal architecture has steadily
expanded over time. What began
asalaw to regulate prenatal
diagnostic techniques was later
strengthened toinclude
pre-conception methods and
ultrasound, alongside stricter
requirements for registration,
record-keeping and oversight.

Yet, the effectiveness of any law
lies in its impl. ion. The

FEMALE INFANTICIDE.
Awareness campaign pcounan

‘When compliance becomes
difficult to navigate, unintended
consequences can emerge. In
some cases, practitioners are
‘becoming more cautious about
maintaining ultrasound facilities,
affecting availability of essential
diagnostic services for patients.

But enforcementalone is not
sufficient. Sustained awareness

execution of the Act, largely
driven at the State level, has led to
variations in interpretation and

incentive

and investments in girls’

educationare equally important.
Atthe same time, stricter

enfor across jur

has, in some cases,

Differences in procedural
requirements, approval
mechanisms, and the regulation

pushed illegal practices further
underground, reinforcing the
need for firm and intelligent

of imaging e
introduced ambiguity in how the
law operates on the ground.

This brings into focus a central
tension, how to sustain rigorous
enforcement against a persistent
social evil while ensuring that the
regulatory framework remains
proportionate and does not
impede access to essential
diagnostic services, Striking this
balance is critical to the law’s
credibility and effectiveness.

Given the worsening child sex
ratio, the Act remains a critical
safeguard against sex-selective
practices, which continue to
persist in more covert forms, This
reality underscores why constant
vigilance and rigorous
enforcement are indispensable.

PRACTICAL CHALLENGES

At the same time, variations in
implementation have created
practical challenges. In some
States, the scope of regulated
imaging equipment has been
interpreted more broadly than
intended, while procedural
requirements for registration and
approvals differ across
jurisdictions. Restrictions on the
use of portable ultrasound
devices, sometimes extending
beyond central guidelines, have
limited their deployment for
non-pregnancy-related purposes,
particularly in remote and
underserved areas.

First, a clear distinction must
be made between administrative
lapses and deliberate violations,
with penalties calibrated
accordingly to improve fairness
and compliance.

Second, a transition from
paper-based systems to digital
monitoring. Technology-enabled
audit trails can strengthen
oversight, reduce discretion, and
focus regulatory attention on
patterns that indicate misuse.

Third, a more nuanced
approach to ultrasound usage
across specialities. Not all
applications carry the same risk
profile. Recognising this
distinction can help focus
enforcement where it is most
needed.

The PC-PNDT Act addresses a
social challenge that extends
beyond the healthcare system.
Until deep-rooted gender bias and
attitudes change, the risk of
misuse will persist, and with it,
the need for constant vigilance
and rigorous enforcement.

Atthe same time, the manner
of enforcement must command
trust. The taskis not to dilute
enforcement, but to refine it, to
ensure it remains firm against
violations while being
proportionate and transparent.

Thewriterisa former Health Secretary,

Government of India

thehindubusinessline.
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Al now advises
India. Who

decides it’s safe?

CHECK AND VERIFY. Given the pace at which Al is being adopted,
there is an urgent need to put in place a Consumer Al Safety Code

SANCHIT VIR GOGIA

atching an OTT show

over the weekend, I

caught something

more consequential

than the show itself. It
was the advertising between episodes. In
OpenAl’s campaign, a lawyer leans on
ChatGPT and a UPSC aspirant prepares
smarter. In Google’s, a child asks Gemini
whether a microwave emits radiation,
then uses the answer to correct his
father. Nothing looked dangerous. That
is precisely why it matters.

These ads are not selling software.
They are selling trust, teaching ordinary
users that Al can advise, explain,
fact-check and decide. Whena
probabilistic system becomes a daily
adviser, who is accountable wheniitis
wrong? The honest answer today is:
everyonea little,and no one enough.
Thatis what India must fix. The country
needs a Consumer Al Safety Code: a
practical, risk-based set of rules for
general-purpose Al marketed at
population scale as tutor, adviser and
fact-checker. Not aban. Not alicensing
regime. A code.

Indiais adopting Al faster than it can
govern it. That concern has now
sharpened. The first phase was about
access. The second is about authority. A
bad tool slows you down. A bad
authority misléads you with confidence.

India is unusually exposed. Ttisa
young, mobile-first, exam-obsessed,
multilingual market with uneven digital
literacyand a fast-rising appetite for AL,
wherea first-time internet user may
meet a hallucination before a verified
source.

THE DANGERS

The industry will say users are warned,
and technically theyare. The same
OpenAl whose ad shows a lawyer at

work publishes support material
admitting its system can produce
misleading output and sound confident
even when wrong. Google documents
that Gemini can present inaccurate
information as factual. So the
advertisements say trust the Al while
the fine print says verify it. A disclaimer
that says “Al can make mistakes”is nota
consumer safety framework. Neither is
privacy law: the Digital Personal Data
Protection Act governs how data is
collected and handled, not whethera
system that advises millions can be
trusted to be right.

Consider the child correctinga
parent. Thearbiter is no longera
textbook ora teacher, buta
conversational system, and the child is
using Al to settle what is true. A
fact-checker that can hallucinate is not
useless, butit is not self-certifying
either. Hallucinations do notarrive
wearing clown shoes. They arrive in

carried what people wrote. Al writes it.
There is a quieter version of this risk
inside organisations, one we see
constantlyat Greyhound Research in
our advisory work with large global
companies. It has a name: shadow Al
Employees paste contracts, client data
and source code into consumer chatbots
because the tools are useful and the
friction is low. Where companies do
havea policy, it often continues anyway,
with employees buying their own
subscriptions and running them from
personal laptops, beyond the reach of IT.
Most firms cannot say what proprietary
‘material has already left the building.

HEAVY COST

The cost of getting this wrong is not
hypothetical. Courts in the US have
sanctioned lawyers who filed briefs
citing cases the Al had simply invented.
In Australia, Deloitte had to refund part
of its fee for a government report that

fluent andr .
confidence, and for users with low AT
literacy, Lhey do notlook like mistakes.
Theylook like facts.

India has done a version of this before.

‘Whena cheap, frictionless WhatsApp
outran public literacy, the cost was
counted in rumour, in panic, and in
real-world violence. The lesson was not
that the channel was evil. It was that a
powerful new way to move information
had arrived years before the public
learned to use it safely. Al is the same
arrival, with one difference. WhatsApp

If a tool is marketed for
education, legal, health or
financial decisions, the

advertisement should carry

clear, use-case-specific
disclosure, that MeitY, the
Central Consumer
Protection Authority and
sector regulators must
jointly anchor

d fabricated academic
references and aquote attributed toa
Federal Court judge who never said it.
The pattern holds: the Al never flagged
its error. It presented fiction in the
confident register of fact,anda
professional signed underneath. If
trained lawyers and a global consulting
firm, with every incentive to check,
could not catch the machine inventing
things, what chance does an ordinary
consumer have?

None of this is an argument against
adoption. Al is here and it is useful. But
usefulness is not safety, and adoption is
notreadiness. So what would the
Consumer Al Safety Code require? It
would begin with advertising: if a tool is
marketed for education, legal, health or
financial decisions, the advertisement
should carry clear, use-case-specific
disclosure, a standard the Advertising
Standards Council of India can help
shape but that the Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY), the Central
Consumer Protection Authorityand
sector regulators must jointly anchor.

Ttwould seta standard for

fact-checking claims, so that words like
verify or research assistant carrya
defined meaning: whether the system
cites sources, signals uncertainty, and
performs reliably in Indian languages. It
would require sensitive-data warnings at
the point of risk, not buried ina privacy
policy. It would treat Al literacyas
education policyand draw
sector-specific lines through the bodies
thatalready hold professional
accountability: the Bar Council of India,
the National Medical Commission and
the financial regulators. And it would ask
platforms to publish India-specific
safety transparency reporting.

Technology companies will argue that
regulation must not slow progress. Fair
enough. But governance is not the
opponent of innovation. Itis the
discipline that lets adoption scale
without citizens absorbing the cost of
every error.

Consider the use case the ads never
show. India carries a serious
mental-health burden, with too few
professionals, deep stigma, and millions
who will never see a clinician. Into that
silence steps a free chatbot that listens
patiently at midnight. It will not feel like
software. It will feel like care.

So ask the question personally. If it
were your parent, your child or your
closest friend leaning on an Al system
for support ina hard hour, what would
youwant to be true about it? That it had
been tested for that conversation. That
itwould not improvise. That someone,
somewhere, was accountable for what it
said.

The question is no longer whether
Indians will use AL Theyalready do. Itis
whether India will build the disclosures,
the literacy and the institutions that
trust demands before Al becomes the
voice the country turns to. If Al is going
to advise India, teach India, sell to India,
soothe India and fact-check India, then
India must first decide whether trust
this large can be left to the companies
that profit from it.

The writer is the Chief Analyst at Greyhound Research

Al boom makes China less afraid of strong yuan

TWENTY YEARS AGO TODAY. Bloomberg News d The country economistat Pantheon
onlow-cost manufacturing, with Macroeconomics.
May 29,2006 heglobal Alinvestmentboomis  prod & i Since 2013, China’s exportengine
poweringanewwaveof Chinese  household goods operatingon has expanded dramaticallyas the yuan
Power exchange: NTPC to work out parameters exports and making Beijing razor-thin margins that made fellagainst the dollar. The country’s
NTPC is working out the broad contours of the proposed nationwide Power morecc itha stronger yuan. ‘hang ing; ‘more. trade surplus widened fromaround
Exchange, with the consultants to the project Nord Pool ASA and Crisil - having The tightly: d onsh Now, i idinga $260billionin 2013 torecord levels
submitted their final proposals for setting up electricity pooling mechanism in the currencyis set fora sixth quarter of lucrative wave as demandfor approaching $1.2 trillion last year.
country: against the dollar —astreak not semiconductors, servers and other AT Over that period, the yuan weakened
seensince 2013. In the past, sucha becomes a powerful new 4 7 fromaround 6 per dollar to beyond 7 at
RBI stand on FDI in proprietary firms delays FIPB decisions movewouldhave drawnamoreforceful  exportdriver, easing the pressurea — - - various points. Beijing Xaxgelytolerared
The Reserve Bank of India’s stand regarding investment by NRis and PIOs in response from Beijing, whichisusually  strongeryuanwould traditionallyplace STRONG YUAN. Structuralch —andatt
partnership firms is holding up clearance of applications for fresh investments by waryitcould hurtexp on —currencywealmesswhen the
the Foreign Investment Promotion Board (FIPB). The central bank has been economic Equallystrikinghasbeenthesurgein  dollar. Astronger cuirrency makes train, incl
asked to furnished its “reasoned comments” to enable the Government to take a Butevenas :hevuancllmhed toits xmpons ing exp import: durmgthe 2015 devaluation that
stand on such proposals. trongest level 2023andthe hina buy hi d ‘Whathaschangedlsexportsappear shocked global marketsand the 2018-20
economy looked more fragile, semlconductoreqmpmeut. Deutsche less sensitive to currency moves than uadcwarwn[h the US. The yuanalso

CDMA camp divided over spectrum allocation policymakershave shownlittleurgency ~ Bank AG noted that thelasttwotimes p ght, meaning the  pressure from 2022
The subscriber-linked spectrum allocation policy has divided the CDMA camp tostepin. inbound shij grewmuch faster benefits of cur through 1y 2025 as China’s interest
with Reliance Infocomm joining ranks with the GSM operators in supporting the That’sinlarge partbecause the AT thanoutbound —in2010-11and 2017 morewe:ghtmexchange rate pollcy,” rates fel[belquS levelsand the
Government decision. At a meeting held by the Cll to discuss the controversial investment boomis changing China’s —the yuan strengthened against the said Duncan Wrigley, chief China property downturn deepened.
policy, the other CDMA operator, Tata Teleservices, vehemently opposed the
move by the DoT to allocate spectrum according to the number of subscribers.
© BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2690

EASY NOTSOEASY

ACROSS DOWN ACROSS DOWN

01. Place for getting into 02. Does injury (5) 01. Altering space where one may get into strip (8-4) 02. Does some damage to weapans with hydrogen in the first

other clothing (8-4) 03. Approached (6) 08. Tarais about right to be held back by Ron, he recounts (8)  place (5)

08. One to tell the tale (8)
09. Use spoon (4)
11.Follow (5)

12. Inavacuous way (7)
13, Flower-holder (4)

15. Nought (4)

19. Disgusting to sight or

smell (7) 16. Tooth of
20. Sound system (5) gear-wheel (3)
22.Flag (4) 17.Go back (6)
23.As long as it fasts (8) 18. Fruit (6)
24.Singing birds (12) 21.Impel (5)

04.Smoothed (6)

05. Not indoors (7)

06. Fairground
amusement (5-2-5)

07. Mediation (12)

10. Espionage agent (3)
14. Putting to sea (7)

09. Get olit of bed and cause trouble (4)
11. When only a half, little Susan must come next (5)

12. I'm type to be upset with Latin in a boastful manner (7)
13. Much that’s stalked may be displayed herein (4)

15. Nero's name replaced by last character at end of

countdown (4)

long! (&)

24, Songsters almost providinga hefty blast in the cans (12)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2689

ACROSS 1. Particulars 8. Equation 9. Tour 10. Beast 13. Half 16. Nook 17. Talc 18. Lump 20. Actor 24. Tend 25. Meteoric 26. lllustrated
DOWN 2, Arum 3, Title 4. Cross 5. Aitch 6, Personality 7. Proficiency 11. Arena 12, Twist 14. Away 15, Form 19, Pedal 21, Cheat 22, Opera 23. True

19. A few follow number one, which is repulsive (7)

20. Gaudy tin box, contenits of which make up sound system (5)
22. One will almost get up the rainbow (4)

23. Of the French artist, not one to change, for however

03. Got close to the listener in the wrong end (6)

04. Was pressing part inside, no? Right - turn it up! (6)
05. Not much chance of being abroad with the team (7)
06. On which one is happy to move in circles? (5-2-5)
07. Action of mediator turns into tin? Never! (12)

10. Look where one shouldn't, say, quietly replacing the

centre (3)

14. Going off to sea - even under steam! (7)
16. Get tooth stuck in chewing oca up (3)
17. Being concerned with variety act, send it back (6)

8. Forbid table-talk that could form part of dessert course (6)

21. Plunge right in and take place at the wheel (5)

AND-NDE
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{ OUR TAKE }
The Congress’s
limited win

The party managed the Karnataka CM transition
well. But DK Shivakumar begins his stint with
Siddaramaiah looming large over state politics

e much-anticipated transition of power in
Karnataka must be a red-letter day for the
Congress leadership, which has finally managed
to stave off a brewing rebellion in a state after

successive failures to anticipate the quantum of
resentment in Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh, and losing its government or elections in
all three provinces. In Punjab, the leadership gambled
by pushing out then chief minister (CM) Amarinder
Singh months before the 2022 assembly polls, then
seemed to throw its weight behind Navjot Singh Sidhu,
only to eventually appoint Charanjit Singh Channi, and
saw its campaign come undone in the elections. Which
is why the developments in Karnataka are significant;
the party's leadership appears to have shaken off its
reticence and made a decision, asking CM
Siddaramaiah to step aside in favour of his deputy and
longstanding challenger, DK Shivakumar.

But implementing the decision is only half the battle.
Elections are due in Karnataka in roughly two years,
and the Congress has not won back-to-back assembly
elections in any state since the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) swept to power at the Centre in 2014. After
winning the most impressive mandate in Karnataka in
a generation in 2023, the Congress administration has
been mired in a perennial see-saw of will-he-won't-he
amid speculation that the leadership had brokered a
2.5-year-term-each truce between the two leaders.
Governance and coordination between departments
has been the casualty. Moreover, the Congress will have
to keep Siddaramaiah on board. The 77-year-old
veteran is not just the longest-serving CM of the state
butalso is the man who built a grassroots coalition of
backward classes, Dalits, and Muslims, and went toe-to-
toe with BJP stalwart BS Yeddyurappa. For a party
whose supportis spread evenly across the state —
instead of being concentrated in pockets, an advantage
ina first-past-the-post system — the Congress cannot
afford to allow this social coalition to disintegrate.

Shivakumar has spent years as the party’s main
troubleshooter, poll strategist and financier —a role he
has excelled in. Now, he’s stepping into the most public-
facing role of his career, one that will require him to
build larger coalitions, deepen his hold on his own
Vokkaliga community and steer the party after an
underwhelming three years in power. He will have to
contend with Siddaramaiah —who has declined a
Rajya Sabha berth —looming large over the Congress
and Karnataka politics. After having successfully
resolved one challenge, the Congress will have to
quickly brace for another.

Asia needs to create its
own frameworks for
resilience and growth
rather than remaining
dependent on external
geopolitical cycles. India
and Japan must shape an
Asian agenda

he recentaddress by Japa-

nese Prime Minister (PM)

Sanae Takaichi in Viet-

nam outlining Japan's

evolving approach to the

Free and Open Indo-Pa-
cific (FOIP) may ultimately prove sig-
nificant not only for Japan's regional
strategy, but also for the broader evo-
lution of Asian geopolitics. For much
of the past decade, the strategic dis-
course of the Indo-Pacific has been
shaped largely through responses to
external pressures: The rise of China,
the war in Ukraine, instability in West
Asia, and the broader strategic priori-
ties of the US and Europe.

Asian powers have often found
themselves adapting to agendas
shaped elsewhere rather than articu-
lating a coherent agenda rooted in
Asia’s own long-term interests. Takai-
chi’s speech hinted at something
more consequential — the gradual
emergence of a more autonomous
Asian strategic consciousness. This
does not imply a rejection of partner-

ships with the US or Europe. Nor does
itsuggest disengagement from global
crises, India and Japan both benefit
enormously from stable relations
with the West and share broad inter-
ests with democratic partners across
the Atlantic and the Pacific.
However, Asia’s priorities cannot
remain perpetually subordinated to

Reimagining Asia from
New Delhi and Tokyo

This transition matters because
Asia increasingly requires not only
strategic frameworks, but opera-
tional platforms capable of delivering
tangible outcomes. India and Japan
are uniquely positioned to drive such
an agenda. Japan brings technologi-
cal depth, capital, institutional capac-
ity and decades of development

The pro-
longed conflict in Ukraine and insta-
bility in West Asia continue to con-
sume diplomatic attention, capital
flows, security resources, and strate-
gic bandwidth across the interna-
tional system. Yet for much of Asia,
the central questions are different:
economic resilience, supply chain
diversification, maritime
security, energy transition,

per Asia. India brings
demogmpluc scale, economic dyna-
mism, geopolitical weight, and grow-
ing manufacturing capacity.
Together, they represent one of the
few partnerships capable of shaping
the emerging Asian order in a stable
and inclusive manner.
But this potential has not yet been
fully realised. While political
relations between New Delhi

An Asian agenda need not be anti-western. In fact, a more confidentand
internally resilient Asia would contribute to global stability.

Indo-Pacific economy.

Importantly, this represents more
than infrastructure or trade facilita-
tion. It points toward a broader stra-
tegic idea: Asia creating its own
frameworks for resilience and
growth rather than remaining
dependent on external geopolitical
cycles. Over time, such models of
cooperation could also extend
beyond Asia. For instance, there is
growing scope for India and Japan,
working alongslde other Asian part-
ners, to more closely in

technological competitive- and Tokyo have strengthened
ness, and sustaining growth s:gmﬁcam.ly over Lhe past
amid geopolitical fragmen- decade, i has
tation. These are not sec- often moved more slowly
ondary concerns. They will Mi‘lind a than strategic intent. Bureau-
define the future balance of cratic coordination, financ-

power in the 21st century.
In this context, Japan's
evolving FOIP framework
takes on added importance. Origi-
nally articulated by former PM of
Japan Shinzo Abe and strongly
embraced by PM Narendra Modi, the
Indo-Pacific concept helped reshape
strategic thinking across the world.
‘What PM Takaichi appears to be sig-
nalling is the next stage of that evolu-
tion — a shift from broad strategic
vision toward practical economic and

Moragoda

ing mechanisms, private sec-
tor integration, and institu-
tional follow-through now
require greater urgency on both sides.

The challenge is execution. One
promising example is the India-Sri
Lanka export-oriented industrial cor-
ridor concept proposed by Japan
and now under consideration.
Properly developed, such initiatives
could help create integrated
production and supply chain ecosys-
tems linking South Asia more closely

with Asia and the wider

areas such as connectivity, energy,
supply chains, and capacity-building
across Africa, This is especially rele-
vant as the post-World War IT order
gradually evolves into a more fluid
multipolar system. In such an envi-
ronment, middle and emerging pow-
ers will increasingly seek greater
agency in shaping regional outcomes.
India and Japan are well placed to
lead such an effort — not through
confrontation or bloc politics, but
through practical cooperation
grounded in economic connectivity,
institutional trust, and stability.

As the Quad foreign ministers’
meeting ended in New Delhi earlier

this week without clarity on the next
leaders’ summit, the grouping
appears to be advancing practical
cooperation without yet evolving a
shared strategic vision. India and
Japan could help shape such a frame-
work. Similarly, ahead of the G20
summit in Miami this December,
New Delhi and Tokyo could quietly
coordinate on a more balanced and
constructive agenda.

‘An Asian agenda need not be anti-
western. In fact, a more confident and
internally resilient Asia would ulti-
mately contribute to global stability.
But, for that to happen, Asian powers
must become more proactive in
defining priorities rather than merely
reacting to crises elsewhere. The sig-
nificance of Takaichi's speech lies
partly in recognising this reality. The
Indo-Pacific concept began as a stra-
tegic vision. It now needs to evolve
into a framework through which Asia
increasingly shapes its own future.

Milinda Moragoda s a former Sri
Lankan cabinet minister, diplomat and
founder of the Pathfinder Foundation.
astrategic affairs think tank.

The views expressed are personal

US moonshot in the
new space race

ASA administrator Jared Isaacman’s
Nannouncement this week that the agency will

begin building a permanent moon base — with
near-monthly robotic landings from 2027 and
astronauts potentially living on the lunar surface by
the early 2030s —marks the most concrete
articulation yet of American lunar ambitions. It also
makes the shape of the new space race unmistakable.

China is moving on a parallel track. Its crewed lunar
landing is targeted before 2030, with a permanent
base — partnered with Russia— planned for 2035. In
its hardware pipeline are lander trials scheduled for
2027-28 and an uncrewed mission for 2028-29.
Beijing's chief lunar scientist has said the public
timeline is deliberately conservative.

An analogy with the Cold War era space race is
inevitable. But it only goes so far. Back then, the US-
Soviet contest was bilateral and largely sealed. This
one is structured around competing alliance
frameworks — America’s Artemis Accords, to which
India is a signatory, against China's International
Lunar Research Station partnership with Russia—
drawing in a far larger constellation of nations and
interests. The Moon's resources, from water ice that
could fuel deep-space missions to rare minerals,add a
dimension the 1960s race never had.

That the impulse to explore is elemental to the
human species —from the first migrations out of
Africa to the rovers now on Mars — is not in question.
What is in question is proportion. The same
civilisational energy and capital now headed for the
lunar surface is urgently needed on Earth — the only
home our species has known, the one where climate
breakdown and ecological collapse are not future
scenarios. Our species has always reached beyond its
horizon. The Moon can wait.

Shift in the economy’s tale:
Goldilocks to Cinderella

rowing from the popular fairytale), a

bit of a cliché, But things looked just
right and the cliché seemed apt: The growth
rate was healthy, inflation stood at just 2.1%,
and the external balance was marked by a
low current account deficit. This was against
the backdrop of the Trump tariff tantrums,
making it all the more significant.

However, things have started to change.
The picture today seems more like Cinder-
ella’s tale, of having to retreat after a great
evening. The West Asia crisis casts a shadow
across the world. Many felt Iran would fold
soon after the death of Ayatollah Ali Khame-
nei. But more than two months have passed;
each side is claiming victory and the Strait of
Hormuz remains shut, leaving economies
vulnerable as global fuel and fertiliser
markets reflect the pressure from a choked
commerce route.

Let us look at what this means for us.

First, the growth rate is sure to be affected.
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
forecasts 6.8% for FY27 though talk p:
elsewhere suggests even 6.5% — \
well below the 7.6% recorded in
FY26. While the Purchasing Manag- \
ers’ Index — an indicator of the
health of the manufacturing and
services sector —still looks encour-
aging, this may not translate to
higher growth. There is a base
effectat play here.

Second, RBI projects inflation to rise to
4.6% this year; though within the range of
the monetary policy's inflation target, it is
higher than last year’s and closer to the long-
run average (around 5%).

There are two other factors at play here.
One is the retail prices of petrol and diesel.
With the Brent benchmark now close to
$100/barrel — up from $80-90/barrel
assumed by most for the year —the govern-
ment protected consumers until it had to
hike prices. These hikes will impact trans-
port costs as well as input costs for all pro-
ducing enterprises.

The monsoon is the other factor. While
the India Meteorological Department has
indicated that it will arrive on time, the total
rainfall for the year has been projected at
92% of normal, with El Nifio effects in play in
the second part of the season — not good

he Indian economy in FY26 was
I termed a Goldilocks economy (bor-

The ml pnce hikes will impact transport
costs as well as input costs for all
producing enterprises.

BLOOMBERG

Madan
Sabnavis

augury for food inflation. Any shock here can
have a sharp effect on the headline inflation
number.

Third, with a high inflation threat in all
countries, central banks everywhere have
taken a cautious view on interest rates. This
includes the Federal Reserve, notwithstand-
ing the pressure from the US President to cut
rates. The present outlook in India on infla-
tion is hawkish as there can be an upside to
the 4.6% expected. Therefore, it is reasonable
to assume that the interest rate cut cycle is
over and there will be a prolonged pause on
the repo rate. More likely, at least one, if not
two, hikes to repo rate towards the end of the
year — depcndmg on the data— may not be
a far-f Thisis
different from FY26's aggressive rate cuts.

Fourth, there could be some discomfort on
the budget numbers front, given the oil situa-
tion. The government had projected a fiscal
deficit ratio of 4.3% for the year. The change in
GDP d a slight i
4.4-4.5%. The issue is whether the projection
will hold. The excise cut on petrol
and diesel has led to a revenue loss,
likely in the range of 1.2-1.4 lakh
crore. The gas availability situation
has led to an increase in fertiliser pri-
ces,and the subsidy bill can swell by
over 20%. With oil companies proba-
bly not making significant profits —
or more likely, registering losses —
this year, the tax and dividend they
pay to the Centre will likely fail,
affecting the latter's revenue. Hence, a deficit
slippage looks likely if expenditure outlays
remain unchanged. Fiscal management will
have to be dexterous to balance these odds.

Fifth, the external account situation will
no longer be comfortable. Presently, our
reserves cover 11 months of imports — a good
showing. But going ahead, there are challen-
ges. The trade deficit could widen as import
costs go up due to oil and exports can slow.
down because shipping routes to the Gull
Cooperation Council (GCC) countries are
affected by the war. Remittances from the
Gulf will slow down; given that roughly 35%
of total remittances to India come from this
region, there will be significant challenges
from this front. On the ¢

apital account side, foreign portfolio inves-
tors (FPIs) continue to be bearish on India’s
equity market. With foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI) also being cautious — investors
are looking more at the developed world —
the inflow could, at best, be stable. The high
level of repatriation could continue, affecting
net inflows to the country.

Two engines of growth need to be
observed. The first is consumption. With all
the incentives given by the government in

WANG YI
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It is essential to steadfastly respect
the sovereignty... of all nations, and

to oppose all forms of power politics

and bullying
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Ghost of retrospective
amendments in tax law

Marvel Avengers films, Indian tax law
experimented with it (the Finance Act 2012)
to overcome the Supreme Court’s 2012
Vodafone order. That chapter was later rolled
back, but the ghost of reu'aspecﬂve amend-

II' time travel once belonged to the realm of

if it could otherwise be traced in the system.
The amendments further declared that the
competent officer for issuing reassessment
notices was always intended to be an officer
outside the faceless hierarchy and that approv-
als for reopening assessments were always

‘ments has returned with the Fi Act 2026.
Retrospective taxation has re-emered India’s

fisc

exposed fault lines wm'un the Income Tax Act,

1961. Over the past decade, the tax administra-

tion sought to distance llsell'fmm the percep-

tion of “tax terrorism” and hi

rather than quasi-judicial in

nature. In effect, the law was retrospectively

recast to validate what courts had invalidated.

Similar provisions were also carried into the
new Income Tax Act, 2025.

Taking note of these retrospective amend-

‘ments, i “ourt set aside high court

The Union ministry of Fnance
refol ms almed at rebuilding taxpayer conﬁ»

d granted liberty p: to
challenge the constitutional validity of the

anda

ity. Among the reforms were the

‘The court stayed further assess-
ment ings until these ituti

mandate requiring every income tax notice. and
order to carry a Document Identification Num-
ber (DIN), the transition to faceless assess-
ments, and the extension of the faceless frame-

questions were judicially examined.

The starting point for examining constitu-
tional validity is Shri Prithvi Cotton Mills Ltd. v.
Broach Borough Mumapahry The apex court

work to including
their initiation. The DIN mechanism ensured
that every communication carried the author-
ity and traceability of a centralised
system. The faceless assessment and
reassessment regime, driven through
randomised automated allocation
and dynamic jurisdiction, sought to
eliminate direct interaction between

power toenact ret-

rospective laws but imposed a discipline: The
legislature may remove the defect that led to
invalidation, but it cannot simply

declare a judicial decision wrong
without curing the underlying defect.

The context of Prithvi Cotton Mills

is instructive, The statute lacked a

clear definition of the term “rate™.

axpeanioficth coimdr  flgyark  Tsgmmlaiguy il
The difficultyarose because these ~Mohanka by ively defining
ju the term and thereby filling the vac-

re often

not implemented by the authorities
enforcing them. Notices and orders were
passed wuhoul DIN Reagesimems were initi-

uum. The amendment cured the

defect because the law itself was incomplete.
The present amendments stand on a differ-
ent footing. The earlier framework relating to
DIN, faceless reassessment prmeedmgs and

ated by AOs)
instead of faceless assessing offi icers (FAOs)
ugh th hitect d by

law. Approvals to reopen assessments were
granted mcch:miml]y, As high courts exam-
ined these issues, a pattern of invalidation
emerged Courts trealed DIN compliance asa

2025, it was expected that the
would be maintained. But oil has played
spoilsport, with prices of several products
(paints, pesticides, FMCG goods, electronics)
and services (airfares, restaurants, etc) ris-
ing. With inflation risks, the direction of con-
sumption, especially urban, needs to be
watched. Rural consumption will largely be
contingent on the monsoon prospects.

The other is private investment. Last year,
companies were cautious as the American
tariff tantrums cast a shadow. The war has
exacerbated uncertainty for FY27 and will
warrant a similar approach. With so many
factors at play, the Goldilocks story seems set
to change —and Cinderella’s midnight bells
could chime at some point.

jur and struck down
notices Iackmg avalid !denuﬁcanan number.

approvals requiring

mind was clear and deliberate. Courts did nol

invalidate actions because the law was uncer-

tain; they did so because the law was not fol-

lowed. This distinction forms the core of the
today. Thy -

uona] question now is: Do the amendments

They also notices
|ssued oulede the faceless framework. Simi-

ly remove the defects identified by
courts, or do they merely neutralise judicial

larlv, pp gramcd were

their
The C permits

requir-
mg mdependem application of mind went to
the root of jurisdiction. Courts were not invent-
ing safeguards. They were enforcing safe-
guards embedded within the law itself.

The fiscal impact was enormous, with reas-
sessment and related proceedings involving
substantial revenue stakes getting affected
across the country. It was at this stage that the
legislative response took shape. Instead of
strengthening compliance with these safe-
guards, the Fmance Act 2026 |nsened reu'o-

Madan Sabnavis is chief economist, Bank of
‘Baroda. The views expressed are personal

p ing that
orders would not become invalid merely
because DIN was not mentioned in their body

ring
of defects. It does not permit retrospective
rewriting of clearly expressed law by declaring
thatit always meant something else.

Like the time travel gambit in Avengers: End-
game, revisiting the past to fix present conse-
quences may seem tempting, but when the
rules of time itself are rewritten, the risk is not
merely altering outcomes but disturbing the
certainty, predictability, and trust on which a
fair tax law stands.

Mayank Mohanka is partner, SM Mohanka &
Associates, and founder, TaxAaram India.
The views expressed are personal
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Deepening water stress

Urgent reforms needed in management

Worsening heatwave: arerapidly i sifyi inwatersupply
across India. The temperature remains above 40 degrees Celsius across several
northern cities, while persistently high night-time temperatures are increasing
demand for water and electricity. At the same time, concerns over a possible Super
El Nino-induced disruption in rainfall threaten to worsen the problem. The latest
Central Water Commission data shows that water storage in 166 monitored reser-
voirs declined from 71.08 billion cubic metres (BCM) on April 30 to 63.23 BCM by
May 14 — a fall of nearly 8 BCM in just two weeks. Thirteen major reservoirs have
already dropped below 50 per cent of thelr normal storage leve]s

Theissueis: ldingevenasl dsactivityi i
sectors, including ethanol blending, datacentres, artificial- mte]lrgence infrastruc-
ture, and manufacturing. Besides, many of these investments are increasingly con-
centrated in water d region: raandK: ka, already proneto
recurring drought conditions and groundwater deplenon, connnue to expand
sugarcane cultivation and ethanol producti ngthe
most water-intensive crops. Similarly, states such as Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu,
Telangana and Karnataka are emerging as major data-centre hubs desprte facing
periodic urban water Hyperscale dat: 1 quan-
tities of water for cooling. Theissueis notwhetherthese sectorsshould expand, but
whetherindustrial and energy polici igned with' ical realitie:
Water availability must become a core criterion in selecting industrial sites, urban
planning, and agricultural incentives.

The nces of thebroader crisi: bothruraland
urbanIndia. In Rajasthan’s Barmer district, for instance, the shutdown of alift canal
has left many villages dependent on a single hand pump. In Delhi, low flows and
pollution i in the Yamuna have reduced water-treatment capacity even as demand

th months, ing it to nudge its neighbours for help.
‘The Bengaluru water crisis in 2024 demonstrated how rapidly urban systems can
collapsewhen groundwater reser depleted, lakes hed upon, and
rainwater-harvesting norms remain poorly enforced. The crisis is no longer only
about rain deficiency. Rising temperatures are accelerating evaporation and wor-
sening groundwater depletion. India already extracts around 251 billion cubic
metres of groundwater annually — about a quarter of the global total. Per capita
water availability has fallen from around 5,000 cubic metres in 1950 to 1,486 cubic
metres in 2021 and is projected to decline further. Research by the Council on
Energy, Environment and Water suggests that 11 of India’s 15major river basins are
on the verge of facing severe water stress. Water shortage and stress can also have
‘wider macroeconomic implications. An impact on food production can quickly
feed into inflation with wider policy implications.

Unfortunately, local bodies remain poorly prepared for recurring drinking-
water emergencies. Most cities still lack comprehensive water-security plans
despite rapid urbanisation. Municipal systems continue to rely excessively on
groundwater extraction, supplies thmugh tankers during emergencres, and tem-
porary crisi 15es. Besides, utiliti t ionand distribu-
tion losses, runningupto. 40 percent, 1 ies. Itis vital that. cmes

water ure, enforce har cauu§ln i

ILLUSTRATION: BINAY SINHA

A driver of growth
or its outcome?

Falling equity returns could help reallocate private capital
towards the real economy and even revive foreign inflows

The crisis in West Asia and the resulting supply shock

Code. It wasintroduced in 2016 with the express intent
of bringing in financial discipline while focusing on

ery. Ten years on, the Code hasnudged

forcrude oiland petro abrew-

ing forIndia. Thy risks can

be broken down intoa few A i Certain

supply shock arising from the reduced ility of There initial period of si;

changes in the corporate secior

former could reduce the incentive to invest, while the
latter could increase tt return required for
aninvestment to be viable and attractive.
Tk regulatory
ing of BITSs. After high-pro-
file investor-state disputes, such asWhrte lndustnes
and Vodafone, India uni
BITsin2016. The: subsequen[ 2016 ModelBlTwasulted
towards state investa
exhaustlocal Iudrcral remedresforapenod offiveyears
inter ration.Itcanbe
argued that such a change i in the regu]atory reg\me
Asharp

woul
declineinthe net foreign direct investment (FDI) flows
intoIndia seemsto corroborate such a narrative.

Thought experiment: Should the negative impact
of BIT restructuring manifest as lower net FDI flows or
eveningross FDI flows?Ifthis changed regime implies
a worsening of the mvcsLment cllmate for forergn
investors, the, beaffected. How-
ever, itis worth noting thar gmss FDIinflowsover the
last10 ing2022-24.In
2025-26, gross FDI inflows reached a record level of
$94.53 billion. With sustained gross FDI flows, the
problem appears to be located elsewhere. Another
factor contributing toasharp decline in net FDI flows
is the surge in outward direct investment from India.
‘This component could be viewed as a healthy diver-
sification of interests by Indian investors. Alter-
natively, it could be a reflection of challenges to
domestic investment in India. If so, it could be con-
nected tothe discussion on the IBC.

Athird chang relates
to taxation of capital incomes. Taxation of dividends
as well as capital gains has undergone some changes
inthelast decade. Dividends weretaxablein the hands
of the company at the rate of 20.56 per cent. In 2020,
this regime was abolished and these incomes are now
taxable inthe handsof the investor. On theotherhand,
long-term capital gains tax was re-introduced on listed
securities. During the period from 2004 t0 2018, listed
securities were subject to securities transaction tax
(STT) and were free of long-term capital gains (LTCG)
tax. In 2018, LTCG was reinstated but STT was not
ellmmated These steps taken together could suggest

apital incomes,

inputs, such as fertiliser and petro products; an
adverse monsoon owing to a strong El
Nino; sell-off by foreign investors in
Indian markets, resulting in progress-
ively lower net capital inflows into India,

and ial building: ivel 1wetlands, reduce pi and

observed across the board. The changed regulatory
environment created a shift in corporate
investment behaviour. Investments were
nowsought tobe financed out of retained
earnings, qualified institutional place-

for
mmvrduals with high net worth, including promoters
of companies.

Thought experiment: Would higher taxes discour-
age investment? Some recent literature exploring the
impact of a cut in dividend taxes in the United States
and Sweden suggest a cut in the tax rate does not lead
to any change in aggregate investment, but might

balance-of-payments challenges, and = ments and equity markets, In other

downward pressure on the exchange words, compamesbuﬂlslguﬂcanttreas

rate; and a pre-existing problem of slug- uriesofretai yportdebt

gish investment outlook in the private servicing in uncertain times as well as to

corporate sector. While the first and undertake investment.

second components inthis listneed tobe A thought experiment: The conse-
the country’s long-term quences of this change in investment

expand wastewater recycling. Clearly, India needs a comprehensive and holistic
long-term plan to manage its water resources.

Measuring change

Revised I[P broadens scope of coverage

The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (Mospi) is in the process
of revising important indicators used to gauge the state of the economy. It has thus
far provided a new series for national accounts and the consumer price index. Itis
scheduled to release another one for the index of industrial production (ITP) next
week. These are important changes because new indices reflect the underlying
changes in the economy. The ITP base year is being revised from 2011-12 t0 2022-23.
Industrml activity in India has changed significantly over Lhe past decade with the
ies, and
critical minerals. According to Mospi, the new series includes rare-earth minerals,
mmor mmerals gasand water supply, sewerage & waste management, and drops
sene, sewing machines, and fluorescent tubes. The number of item
groups has increased from 407 t0 463. In manufacturing alone, the count has risen
from 40510453, with 64 item groups removed and 120 added. This broader basket will
make the index more relevant for policymakers, businesses and investors.
Thetechnical advisory committee (TAC) formed for the exercise also attempted
to ise industrial by incorporating methodologlcal improve-
ments and international best i Ad d economies i use

growth prospects depend more on the
third component.

During the last decade, there have beena number
of major; pollcy and regulatory changes. Th

R KAVITA RAO

behaviour. Equity tends to be more
expensivethandebtasasourceof financ-

affect indivil firms In particular, for
h.rms dependent on retamed earnings to finance
notbecru-
cial i ining the level of i decisions.

Taken together, the Indian economy requires some
mechanism for stimulating private investment in the
real economy The wr[hdrawal of foreign portfolio

ing. The risk 1 with equity Is a

higherreturn. Asaresult of thisstr ftinregu-

tant ion in the rate of retum oninvestments in

the i of the and P!

latory i the exp d rate of return on

Code, the restructuring of bilateral investment treaties
(BITs), and changes in the tax treatment of capital
incomes. The present piece attempts to conduct a
thought experiment on the potential adverse transi-
tional impacts of some of these changes.

Let us begin with the Insolvency and Bankruptcy

new ventures would need to be higher for the project
tobe Could this work as a for
mvestment7 Tl-us impact could be further

equitymarkets might serveasamuch-needed impetus
to move the cash-rich corporate sector towards invest-
mentinthe real economy. If this trigger works, it could
also bring back interest of foreign capital

ities of —supplyand demand
slmcks from the Covid-19 pandemic and the robust
returns emanating from the capital markets. The

Theauthor is director, National Institute of Public
Finance and Policy. The views are personal

The promise of Quad’s geoeconomic turn

Earlierthisweek, Quad foreign inDelhi
after a gap of almost a year. Before the meeting,
doubts had been raised regarding the relevance of
Quad. The United States’ renewed focus on the West-
emn i theIran war, and at find-
ing a modus-vivendi with China were three key
reasons behmd Quad losmg steam m Wash.mgton

Quad. More importantly, it sought to focus on geoe-

dynamicindustrial measurement systems, which regularly update weightingsand
production patterns. The TAC report refers to recommendations by the Organisation
for Economic Co-operation and Developmentand the International Recommenda-
tions for the Index of Industrial Production, 2010, of the United Nations Statistics
Division, which support chain-linked indices rather than rigid fixed-base systems.

Such systems reduce substitution bias and prevent industrial weightings from
becoming outdated, especially where old industries decline and new industries
emerge quickly. Yet the overhaul also exposes some gaps. India’s statistical system
still reliesondelayed surveys, uneven reporting fromstates, outdated administrative
systems, and wea.k digital datasystems. A large part of manufacturing also remains
outsidet] 1sector, ioni Il-scale, informal, and difficult
to track. Although the TAC has made a forward-looking recommendation todevelop

indices for the unincorporated sector, it remains to he seen how it’ sworked upon.
Further, activitieslike therepair&i ion of remain
difficulttotrackbecause theyare predommanrlysemc&onented and requiredevel-
oping reliable metrics, which at this current juncture are unavailable.

Si.mjlarly, the inclusion of rare-earth minerals reflects India’s ambitions in
emerging technologies, electronics, and clean energy. Almough Indla holds the
world’sthird-largest reservesof rare-earth mi;
remains limited. Price deflators play an important role in converting value-} based
production data into volume-based output estimates, and in this regard, the
absence of a producer price index (PPI) remains a significant gap. The revised iz
series, therefore, can be viewed as a transition towards a more modern industrial-
i 1t system. The i priority must be to improve data quality,
strengthen digital reporting systems, refine deflators, and develop better methods
to capture informal and fragmented sectors. With sustained institutional reform

domesticy

ic security and prosperity, and
critical and were major themes
of the jointstatement. The Quad countries — the US,
India, Japan and Ausu'aha~ believe that ‘economic
security i " totl

and to the Indo-Pacific region. Theyalso

coercion and non-market policies. Three
pointsstand out.

First, the Quad countries unveiled a
frameworkon the critical mineralinitiat-
ive. Critical minerals have emerged as a
new frontier of great power politics,
Chinaisadominant playerin theirsupply
chain. Last year, in the US-China trade
tussle,
supplies as an instrument to retaliate
against ican tariffs. The i
of diversifying the supply chains for critical minerals
has never been greater. The Quad framework reflects

Beijing deployed rare-earth SANKALPGUR]AR

ment” for d fair critical min-
erals markets. Quad would like to “avoid reliance on
any one country” for critical minerals. They have
identi for fforts: Invest-

toconvene a fuel secunty fnrum aswell.
Third, theQuad in
(he Indo-Pacific reg,ton The forelgn mlmslers meet-

ment and project development, regulatory align-
ment, and recyclingand recovery of critical minerals.
‘More importantly, Quad intends to mobilise private
and public capital of up to$20 billion. Moreover, Quad
considers Pax Silica as “a pillar of our shared econ-
omicsecurity agenda”.

Second, the foreign ministers’ meeting issued a
statement on Indo-Pacificenergy security. Due tothe
Iran war, the Indo-Pacific countries have suffered

severe energy shocks. Countries like
India, Japan, South Korea, Taiwan, Thai-
land, and the Philippines are acutely
dependent on oil and gas supplies from
West Asia. Smaller countries like Sri
Lankahave been worst-hit by the closure
of the Strait of Hormuz and the dis-
ruption in energy supplies. These coun-
tries have had to undertake

ond port in Fiji. This builds on
the Quad Ports of the Future Partnership. The Indo-
Pacific is a maritime region and the role of ports for
economic security is significant. The focus on devel-
oping critical infrastructure, including ports, has
been on the Quad agenda for a while. In 2024, Quad
announced that it would improve regional connectiv-
ity infrastructure. It also expanded the Quad infra-
structure fellowship from 1,300 to more than 2,200
experts. Last October, India hosted a Quad Ports of the
Future Partnership conference. The announcement
of the Fiji port fits into this emerging area of cooper-
ation. It also sends a strategic signal to the Small
Island Developing States — that Quad is willing to
help them build the necessary infrastructure and
reduce China’s attractiveness.
Along with building port infrastructure, Quad
intendstolinkall Pacific Island Forum (PIF) countries

measures to absorb the energy shock.
Their economic growth has been badly
affected by the rising global fuel prices.
The Quad statement on energy
security is an expression of concern as
wellas asignal to the Indo-Pacific region. The chang-

through cables, Ci in areas like
Open Radro Access Network (RAN) drgual supp[y
chain artificial i
ation agriculture, and food security is also deepemng
its focus on geoeconomics.

‘Movingforward, the real challenge for Quad coun-
mesrsrwofcki First, meyneedm deliverontheircom-

ing energy Iandscape and geopuhtrcal

the emermng strateglc concerns and the

f energysecunty
3

d stability. The Quad secur-

uch initi
in previous Quad summits. However, they lost steam
or fizzled out. Second, a more significant challenge is

on the Mineral Security Parmership (MSP)

itywiththe of critical mariti

tomaintainthe and keep the USengaged

in2022. All Quad countries are members of the MSP.
The Quad framework notes that participating
countries will work to build secure supply chains.
Critical minerals are important for developing
advanced technologies, the green transition, econ-
'omic growth, as well as fora resilient industrial base.

infrastructure. The undercurrents of the Iran war,
including the closure of the Strait of Hormuzand the
attacks on energy infrastructure in the Gulf, are hard
to miss here. The statement notes that within the
realm of energy security, Quad will focus on technol-
ogy, management, policy, international market

with Quad. Washington’s shifting priorities and, con-
sequently, its focus diverting away from the Indo-
Pacific will lead to Quad becoming irrelevant. Will the
geoeconomic turn keep Quad relevant?

The author is an assistant professor of geopolitics

and methodological improvement, the ITP can evolve into a more credible and The four Quad countries intend to work togetherto  analysis, and response exercises. It seeks and ics at the Gokhale Institute of
reliable indicator of India’s industrial and economic transformation. “use economic policy tools and i d invest- regional energy resili andps Politics and Economics, Pune
ing organsin the human body, + « cativeand moving. What ure. Abiopsy and more persistent ques-
e Cu t 0 t e O 0 O CtO r and the only one capable of "-LIV er stands out is the empathy tioning revealed how a nutritional sup-
regenerating itself. The book D with which he manages plement she was taking to lose weight

ments that lack rigorous clinical testing,
heisboth widely admired and contro-
versial. Heisalso part of a growing
cohort ofdoctors fighting the good fight

BOOK
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nate hrs new: memorr The LiverDoctor,

unpacks the complex inter-
play between liver injury, liver

fromthe 1 d liver

fhisonli

patients and their families,
goingdeep into their histories
toinvestigare what mlghl

caused severe liver damage. A detailed
paper that Dr Philips and his co-authors
published in a medical journal about her

have caused th

éstowrite Each chapter
and intimate

different liver condition faced

a

when initial testing reveals

fatal liver toxicity
removed, citing “legal reasons” and

NEHA BHATT

“Clinical medicine is not a practice, but
anart; notajob, but curiosity, and
there’s never a dull moment if patients
area physician’s true concern,” writes.
hepatologist Cyriac Abby Philips,
better known as “The Liver Doc”, in
his new memoir.

With hundreds of thousands of fol-
lowers online, the Kochi-based Dr

— not just in the operating room, but
also online, where ¢

bookabout “love, loss and regeneration.”
Itisa of working with

health increasingly take centre stage and
misinformationisrife.

the sickest patients suffering from severe
liver conditions, on the brink of dea(h It

by his patients, and the chal-
lenges of diagnosing and

Hissocial media handle,
doc, isa frequent site of heated debate,
particularly over his critique of Ayurveda
which hedescribesasa

ishistri

medical rare (Uudy, he
writes: humamsm evrdence—based
practi

arguing that its practitioners and the

herbal concoctions they prescribe often
i health

ratherman solve them. It'searned hima

flurry of legal notices and labels. He has

been trolled, called a “Christian mission-

ary and brg Pharma endorser butDr

Philips has becomea advo- m| ionis to: cha.nge

cate of evidence-based public onl i

thelast few years, Equally oulspol\en medrm! myths kuown (ocause ham-r.
about t: etreat- todomi-

The book reveals !hal DrPhilipsdid
notsetout to becomeadoctoratall. He
turned to medicine because he wasn’t
good at math. But there was alwaysa
storyteller in him, and this book brings
the two worlds — writing and medicine
— together to make a poignant and
reflective memoir.

In The Liver Doctor, the herois not
thedoctor, but the liveritself: One of the
least understood yet endlessly fascinat-

nothing. Some don’t makeit,
others recover. Many are

threats from manufac-
turer. In another chapter, he writes about

andafailing

when death is near,

treating them. These are unable to afford the liver the caseof a father and son, thelatter

interwoven with historical The Liver Doctor: they battling -

ac d mythological Stories of Love, Loss require. Some of these liver liver. With meticulous care, he recovered,
offeringabroader  and Regeneration conditions, he writes, stem stayed sober, until alife-changing event

framing of how theliverhas by Dr Cyriac Abby from consumingalternative pulled him back into the disease.

been understood over cen- Philips herbal supplements, others Dr Philips doesn't judge his patients.

turies and in clinical practice ~ Published by fromalcohol abuse, and still Heinstead turns the questions inward,

today. Onetale of theliver’s Harper Collins India others have more mysterious asking how much medicine can truly

supernatural vitality inmyth- 299 pages 3499 causes Notadropofalcoholis  promiseto heal, howadoctor makes

ology tells of how, every ca].ung it

morning, Zeus would send “a socra]ly accepted poison”. and how we can live better lives. He

the Aetos Kaukasios, the Caucasian

In many ways, this book is an attempt to

Eagle, tofeaston P liv

only for it to regenerate by the next day,

and for the ordeal to begin all over again.
The case files of the critically-ill

patients he details in the book are edu-

prevent p
Hewrites, forinstance, ofa husband
who arrived at his clinic with hisailing
wife and young children. At first, there
‘was no obvious reason for her liver fail-

¢

urges: Make good memories while you
areliving.

‘The reviewer isan author and journalist
covering public health, development
policyand culture
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The Al labour fantasy is
fading: automationisn't

The business drive for automation is turning out to be quite bumpy as the actual costs of AI

adoption come into view, globally. But that'’s unlikely to spell a reprieve for human workers

he Alscript until nowwas simple.
Artificial Intelligence was hawked
asinfinitely scalable digital labour
thatis more productive and less
costly than employing humans.
Payrolls not only tend to enlarge
over the years, they entail workspace, training,
insurance and other expenses. Where enter-
prise value rises as overheads fall, Al is hard to
resist. Ifa single model can draft emails, gener-
ate code, analyse data, churn out business plans
and handle customer support 24/7 at a fraction
of the manual cost, automation beckons. Tire-
less ATagents enable much more work done
with far fewer people. This explains why so
many companies, Big Tech firms included, have
cut thousands of jobs over the past two years.
Agentic Al diffusion across an economy, some
reckon, will make space for faster growth with-
out sparking inflation once it overcomes ‘sticky
wages,  which are viewed as an efficiency hitch
fornot letting pay cuts adjust labour markets.
Thisgrand narrative, however, has begun to
weaken. Microsoft, a big backer of AT with bil-
lions invested in OpenAl and Anthropic, said
this week it would cancel internal Claude Code
licences by the end of June. Uber too reportedly
exhausted its entire 2026 budget for Al coding
tools within the first four months 0f2026. Fur-
ther, a senior Nvidia executive admitted that Al
computing costs now exceed those of some
employees using these systems. These are not
isolated cases. McDonald's, Klarna and others
are rethinking Al deployment. Itis turning out
tobe costlier than expected. While inference
costs that vary by usage run high, expenses on
cloud infrastructure, integration and human
oversight also need to be factored in. Al systems
canalso fail at scale, rapidly multiplying costly

VANDANA VASUDEVAN

these da

tis hard to find a railway porter (coolie)
5. Theiconic helpers clad inred

errors. Last week, Starbucks scrapped an
Al-powered inventory tool deployed across
North American stores after workers reported
persistent errors like mislabelled and mis-
counted products. Agentic AT has problems of
safety and reliability, according to a recent
papertitled ‘Agents of Chaos’: Al agents were
found to leak sensitive data, execute harmful
commands, make false claims of task comple-
tion and even obey unauthorized users. US
businesses have shown that Alis a cost-saver
alright, but the calculus shifts once complexity,
the human faculty of judgement and emotional
nuance enter the picture, Meanwhile, even as
the energy and water guzzled by Al infrastruc-
ture imposes climate costs, huge sums invested
in build-ups suggest Al bills must rise sharply
for Al to pay for itself. Bankers are reported to
be alarmed by bill inflation. This hints of high
charges for specialized tasks, while the mass
market uses cheap but commoditized AL

As Big Al players line up outsized public
offers, the buzz over an ATbubble about to burst
hasgrown louder. True or not, it is unsafe to
assume that human labour will be safe. Micro-
soft’smove, for instance, reflects tight cost con-
troland a push forits own ecosystem, rather
thanaretreat from AI. McDonald’s plans to
double down on AL Why would businesses
forgo a productivity boost? This technology
automates repetitive tasks while assisting
humansin need of creativity amid complexity.
Yet, employers know that bulk layoffs could
invite state intervention—as seen in China’s
curbs on axeing jobs. In India, eyebrows have
been raised by headband cameras worn by
workers to record taskflows as Al training feeds.
Willrobots take over? The future may not be as
scary for labour as some fear, but it's hazy.

1EIR

Confront ‘jobless growth’: let us
focus on middle-class expansion

India must reverse widening income and wealth gaps for the sake of sustainable economic growth

is professor, Madras School of Economics

ndia’sgrowth story over the last three

and a half decades has been nothing

short of transformative. Froma bal-
ance-of-payments ¢ n 199110 an
economy on the cusp of $4 trillion,
India has undergone one of the most
signifi ficant struct ural shifts among

markets. This isible

gains in living standards, particularly
forlower-income groups. Access to
basic amenities has improved, financial
inclusion has expanded through digital
publicinfrastructure and welfare deliv-
eryisbetter targeted. These headline
successesare important, but sois the
sobering reality that India’s middle
class, the backbone of its economy, may
actually be shrinking.

Recently released distributional data
for 2024 from World Inequality Lab
shows how stark the divide is: India’s
income Gini coefficient (0 being perfect
equality) has risen from about 0.46 i in
1990 to roughly 0.64in 2024, whileits
wealth Gini has gone from around 0.65
toabout 0.75. These scores represent a
sharp structural widening of inequality,
especially driven by increased wealth
concentration.

The middle 30-70% of earners—an
appropriate proxy for India’s middle
class—accounted forabout 19.7% of total
wealthand 28.9% of total income in
1989. By 2024, those shares had fallen
to13.6% and 18.8%, respectively. A com-
pression of this magnitude isnot an

accidental outcome but a fundamental
redistributive shift: The top 10% now
capture close to 59% of total income and
have about 65% of total wealth, up
sharply from roughly 36% and 50% in
1989, with the top 1% showing a further
skew within this group. These gains
expose aredistribution away from the
country'smiddle band.

Therootsof this divergence lie inthe
structure of India’s gm\vlh often
described as ‘jobless.’ Ex i
sionin the post-lib
has been driven largely by capita
skill-intensive sectors, where returns
accrue disproportionately to owners of
assets. Wealth, unlike wages, com-
pounds over time through equity, real
estateand business ownership, allowing
those at the top to pull further ahead,
while the middle class. dependent pri-
marily on labour income, sees far more
linear and limited gains. This diver-
genceisreinforced by the state of our
labour market. A large share of the
workforce remains trapped in low-pro-
ductivity agricultural and informal jobs,
with only asmall fraction employed in
manufacturing—the sector that ideally
underpins middle-income expansi
Instead, growth has been serv
generating high-skill, high-income
opportunities at the top but too few
stable middle-income jobs in between.

[ B}
QUICK READ

India’s economic emergence
since 1991 has beenimpressive
but this was accompanied by
aconcentration of wealthand
income among the top few while
middle earners got left behind

This segment is deprived of
welfare supportand has few
avenues to moveup. Policy

mustaimat expanding the

middle class, without which the
economy’s growth will be at risk.
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“...the coolies, earth-coloured and mute,
crouched reverently some twenty or thirty
yardsaway

Small mercies that the CarryMan walks
straight and alongside the memsaab i llst
century India, according to the se S
poster. However, the spirit of hyper-conve-
nience for the privileged while the physical

burden

Iz =
)

is a development sector
researcher and author
of 'OTP Please!’

were relied upon to carry heavy luggage
and expertly navigate the chaos of an Indian
railway station. They have largely vanished
since thearrival of wheeled trolleys and esca-
lators. Technology packed them off. Ironi-
st week, technology brought back a
new kind of coolieto Delhi’s Lajpat Nagar. A
new service called CarryMen allows shop-
persto book aman who will hold yourshop-
ping bags. Clad in orange T-shirts, they can
carryup lol 7kgtur’5()m|m|msIord p'l\'mcnt

is passed on to a poorer person
remains the same.

Innovation as aggregation of the jobless:
Some direct-to-consumer (D2C) startu,
employ youngsters and teach them a skill

The argument that ‘at least these compa-

company sends

nies are creating some jobs,” which Loften
see on social media, is hollow. '
sharp distinction between skilling employ-
ees and using them as interchangeable
warm hodies. Whena person is taught a skill,
herlivelihood becomes sustainableand the
worker generates more value over time,
When we settle foran‘at least they are able
to earn’ scenario, we set the bar solow that it
canjustify all kinds of work, including tasks
thatare borderline exploitative.
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that can set them on paths to
livelihoods. To cite a few examples, home
service platforms train people to become
plumbers, electriciansand beauticians. 4
eyewear startup that disrupted the mdrkol
through omnichannel (Ilstnhmmn runs

0f379. Ad
umbrellas, folding-chairs and pow wer banks
sothat consumers canshopand never drop.
It is starkly reminiscent of the punkha-
wallahs, bhishtis and coolies of the British
Raj—the invisible ‘natives’ who pulled fan
strings formemsaabs in hot Indian summers,
carried water in sheep-skin pouches while
running along with the sahib sy entourage or
transported luggage on their heads. In Kim,
Rudyard Kipling’s 1901 novel, he writes
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caste-classdivisions con-
tinue to manifest in the
way many middle-class
folks treat those who
serve them, suchas their

brand trainsits
roasters and baristas.

But thereare various other startupsin the
D2C space that are creating a business
model merely by organizing economically
vulnerable workers for convenience services
withlow entry barriers. Thousands of young,
men are simply dropping off packets, and
now, holding them for clients.
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which  lower-income
groups can pamper the
middle class, we normal-
ize servitude. A startup
founder said in a recent
TV interview that his
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There isalsoa divergence within labour
itself: a rising share of workers in low-
produ self-employmentand
falling real wages at the bottom co-exist
withincome concentrationamong
higher-paid segments, weakening the
inclusiveness of growth. The crisis may
deepen with the rise of Al as it renders
many low-productivity jobs redundant.

Most importantly, India’s education
system has not kept pace. The lack of
quality, broad-based education is likely
to be the key: inter-generational mobil-
ity .n]nnglh(' educational ladder has
been lowand constant since 1991 (Asher
etal,2022). Research also confirms
(Bhartiand Yang, 2024) that educa-
tional inequality explains a quarter of
wage inequality in India. Public policy
has further accentuated this compres
sion. While welfare programmes have
rightly su, ppt)rte(l the bottom 50%, the
middle40% has largely been left out
evenasit facesrising costs of private
healtheare, education and housing. The
result isastructural squeeze, where the
iddleis caught between limited
income growth and cost escalation.

In mostsuccessful development
experier the middle class expands
bothin size and its share ofincome. But
in India, the pattern seems inverted.
Growth has delivered modest gains at
the bottom and disproportionately
large gainsat the top, while the middle
hassteadily lost relative ground. This
has important structural implications.
Unlike the export-oriented growth
pathsseen in East Asia, India’s pos
model has depended on domestic
dynamics characterized by middle-class
consumption driving demand, demand
supportingjob creation and employ-
ment feeding backinto consumption.
That dynamic s losing momentum.

The challenge is not merely to sustain
high growth, but to reshape its compo-
sition'so that these gaps close. Withouta
strong middle, consumption weakens,
lows and inequality
Freinforcing, undermining
the sustainability of growth itself.
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Automationis good,
so long as you know exactly
where to put the machine.
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gigworkers by Primus Partners found that
among gig workers in their 20s who had
already been doing the job for four years,
most saw it asa permanent careerand nota
stepping stone.

‘Decentwork’? According to 