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O
peration Trident, a multi-agency crack-
down on an international syndicate op-
erating across the India-Myanmar-Ban-

gladesh corridor, marks a signi�cant step-up in
the government’s campaign against drug tra�ck-
ing. The Union Home Minister, Amit Shah, has
set December 31, 2029, as the deadline to eradi-
cate drug networks across the country. The Oc-
tober 23 raids, which led to 18 people being ar-
rested, were based on NCB investigations
following the arrest of an alleged Myanmar-based
kingpin in Delhi this May. However, the disman-
tling of the entire network would require identi�-
cation of all suppliers in Myanmar and their suc-
cessful prosecution. The government’s strategy,
involving States and Union Territories, over 40
Ministries, central agencies and the pharmaceut-
ical sector, is outlined in the Vision Document on
Drug Control (2026-2029), launched by Mr. Shah
at the Narco-Coordination Centre meeting on
June 26, 2026. It envisages dismantling 100 major
cartels and improving prosecution outcomes.
The broad strategy re�ects the complexity of the
problem and signals a more focused approach.
Data for 2025 also show an increase of over 50%
in arrests and a nearly 53% rise in cases regis-
tered under the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act compared with 2024.

However, the government’s action-plan will
depend on consistent implementation and e�-
cient coordination among agencies, and striking
at the real brains behind it all. In several cases, fo-
reign-based key operatives still remain at large
and big sharks often do not fall in the net. The
2021 Mundra port case in Gujarat, involving the
seizure of about 3,000 kg of heroin, is a case in
point wherein the principal Afghanistan-based
suppliers have yet to be brought to book. Also,
the quantity of drugs seized does not, by itself, in-
dicate whether drug availability or consumption
has declined. Punjab remains a prominent exam-
ple of the continuing public health challenges as-
sociated with drug abuse. The alleged drug-relat-
ed killings of anti-drug activists in Mansa and
Gurdaspur, along with the alleged death by sui-
cide of a father in Sangrur who had raised con-
cerns about the easy availability of synthetic
drugs in his locality, underscore the human cost
of the problem. These incidents also raise ques-
tions about the protection of those who speak out
against drug tra�cking and networks. These con-
cerns lend urgency to the objective of disman-
tling entire networks and apprehending the “big
sharks”, rather than concentrating dispropor-
tionately on individual carriers. The key is to
identify the ultimate bene�ciaries by meticulous-
ly following the money trail and ensuring their
conviction.

Small �sh
While carriers of narcotics are caught in

the net, big sharks operate freely

T
he Supreme Court has pulled up, once
again, the Rajasthan government over in-
dustrial e�uents �owing into the Jojari

river and the deadly risk it poses for the people
depending on it. The problem is decades old —
public interest litigation in the Rajasthan High
Court alerted State machinery to the problem in
2011 — indicating an oversight by the State bor-
dering on the systematic. The Jojari, the Luni,
and the Bandi are seasonal rivers in the State’s
arid western region, �owing through Jodhpur,
Balotra, and Pali districts. This region has also
evolved as a textile-dyeing and steelworking hub,
and untreated or insu�ciently treated e�uents
from these factories have run directly into the riv-
ers and soil, endangering the health of around 20
lakh local residents. The region also su�ers ram-
pant illegal sand mining in riverbeds. The sewage
treatment plants have been able to accommodate
only around half of the sewage generated in the
three urban centres, according to the State’s sub-
missions to the Court in 2025, even as the Court
recorded substantial underutilisation at common
e�uent treatment plants. The combination is
suggestive of industrial sources bypassing treat-
ment facilities, poor connections between the
sources and the facilities, and/or insu�cient ca-
pacity at particular sites or in speci�c periods.

The Court initiated a suo motu writ petition in
2025 and constituted a High-level Ecosystem
Oversight Committee chaired by Justice Sangeet
Lodha to audit the plants and draft a plan to res-
tore the rivers. Based on the committee’s scath-
ing status reports, Justices Vikram Nath and San-
deep Mehta banned construction within 100
metres of the rivers’ edges and hazardous indus-
tries within 500 m of the present path, or of the
�ood lines where available. The Court has also
upbraided local authorities for failing to enforce
pollution norms by citing the Court’s own stay of
a 2022 National Green Tribunal order imposing a
compensation on the Rajasthan State Industrial
Development and Investment Corporation and
the local administration in Jodhpur and Barmer.
The State regulatory apparatus has been dysfunc-
tional: o�cials were aware of illegal mining oper-
ations in some areas, yet they regularised leases
in those areas. Given the dereliction in play, the
Court is correct to treat the possibility of collu-
sion between State o�cials and industrial ma�as
seriously. Justice Mehta’s observation that the
State could be held liable under the ‘polluter
pays’ principle is also a signi�cant indictment of
state failure, through negligence. Now, impor-
tantly, the State still has to restore the Jojari and
attend to its wellbeing, which is relevant to a re-
cent tendency by the Court to substitute itself for
regulators rather than disciplining them into dis-
charging their functions. This needs to change.

Fouled waters
River pollution from industrial e�uents

indicates state failure

T
he Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) summit in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan,
on August 31-September 1, 2026, and
the BRICS summit in New Delhi on

September 12-13, 2026, were remarkable. Iran
received considerably more attention and
support from members of both the groups, far
more than anticipated. More consequential,
however, was the shift in India’s stance on the
United States-Israel war against Iran and Russia’s
war in Ukraine.

Traditionally, the SCO and BRICS summits
have o�ered the three major powers — Russia,
India and China — an opportunity to demonstrate
their mutual solidarity. For Russia, it is a platform
from which it can signal to the West that it is not
isolated and still has powerful allies. The
expansion of the SCO and BRICS under China’s
leadership showcases its growing power to the
West. For India, the SCO and BRICS have been
useful for demonstrating its strategic autonomy.
India has sought to remain welcome in both
western and non-western forums, from the G-7 to
the SCO and BRICS.

A surprise pivot
At Bishkek, however, India sprang two surprises.
First, it endorsed the Bishkek Declaration, which
condemned the attacks on Iran as violations of
international law, rea�rmed Iran’s sovereignty
and territorial integrity, and mourned the killing
of its Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, in
U.S.-Israeli air strikes on February 28, 2026.

Although the declaration did not name the U.S.
or Israel, its meaning was unmistakable. India
rea�rmed its opposition to military strikes on
Iran by endorsing the Bishkek Declaration, which
condemned the attacks and reiterated support for
Iran’s sovereignty and territorial integrity.
Second, Prime Minister Narendra Modi made an
unusually blunt appeal to Russian President
Vladimir Putin to bring Russia’s seemingly
endless war in Ukraine to an end.

India has generally sought to avoid directly
condemning the U.S. or Israel for their military
actions against Iran, even though Iran, like India,
is a member of both the SCO and BRICS. India
had previously avoided explicitly accusing Israel
of genocide in Gaza, although it had supported
UN resolutions calling for a cease�re and
rea�rmed its commitment to Palestinian
statehood. Indeed, New Delhi had emphatically
declared that it stands with Israel, while often
working in multilateral forums to soften language

that is critical of Washington and Tel Aviv. But in
both the Bishkek and Delhi Declarations, India
signed on to very strong criticism of Israel as well
as very strong a�rmation of Palestinian rights
and the two-state solution.

One interpretation of this pivot in policy is that
India may have signed on to the declaration to
avoid alienating Mr. Putin and Chinese President
Xi Jinping, and thereby jeopardising their
attendance at India’s BRICS summit. Without the
two leaders, India’s presidency of BRICS this year
would have been a complete failure. Since
Operation Sindoor (2025), India has faced a
growing perception of diplomatic
marginalisation. Meanwhile, Pakistan has gained
diplomatic prominence through Washington’s
selection of Islamabad as a mediator in the
con�ict with Iran, while several Gulf nations have
sought defence agreements with Pakistan.
Consequently, India needed a successful and
high-pro�le BRICS summit, which it got.

Contradictory shifts
While there is a shift in India’s policy, New Delhi
has not abandoned Washington entirely. Mr.
Modi’s public appeal to Mr. Putin to end the
endless war in Ukraine can therefore be read as a
counter-signal to Washington. Had the message
been intended only for Moscow, it could have
been conveyed privately. Delivering it publicly
suggested that Mr. Modi was also reassuring the
West. India may have joined the SCO and BRICS
consensus on Iran to secure a successful BRICS
summit, but it was now leaning more toward the
western position on Ukraine than before. 

These apparently contradictory shifts reveal
the strain on India’s foreign policy. New Delhi
wants to support Israel while condemning attacks
on Iran; buy Russian oil while aligning more
closely with the West on Ukraine; and remain
central to BRICS and the SCO while assuring
Washington that it is not part of an anti-American
bloc. Multi-alignment is becoming an increasingly
di�cult exercise in this era of change and
turbulence. India’s balancing act is unlikely to sit
comfortably with either Moscow or Beijing. 

Although Mr. Modi and Mr. Xi did not meet
bilaterally at the SCO summit in Bishkek, they
held talks on the sidelines of the BRICS summit in
New Delhi. The meeting preceded Mr. Xi’s
high-pro�le G2 summit with U.S. President
Donald Trump in Washington, which was held in
September 2026. Neither summit declaration
mentioned the war in Ukraine, avoiding criticism

of Moscow even as Mr. Modi publicly urged Mr.
Putin to end the con�ict. India thus endorsed two
declarations accommodating Russia’s position
without fully embracing it.

From Mr. Putin’s perspective, this was the
second time that Mr. Modi had used what might
be called ‘jumla’ (performative) diplomacy at
Russia’s expense. At Samarkand on September 16,
2022, Mr. Modi told Mr. Putin that “today’s era is
not an era of war”. External A�airs Minister S.
Jaishankar subsequently repeated that phrase in
western capitals to demonstrate that India’s
purchase of discounted Russian oil did not signify
political support for Russia’s invasion.

The selectivity of these admonitions is di�cult
to ignore. Mr. Modi has not used comparable
language toward Mr. Netanyahu, even as Israel
has attacked several countries and territories
across West Asia, many on multiple occasions,
and has committed genocide in Gaza. Nor has Mr.
Modi publicly directed the same admonition at
Mr. Trump following American attacks on Iran.
India itself attacked Pakistan during Operation
Sindoor. Mr. Putin may therefore conclude that
Mr. Modi’s declaration that this is “not an era of
war” re�ects neither a consistent principle nor a
universal opposition to war, but diplomatic
messaging designed to reassure the West at
Russia’s expense.

Mr. Modi’s latest appeal — that “endless war”
must give way to an “end of war” — may reinforce
that perception. Would Mr. Modi deliver the same
message to Mr. Trump about the increasingly
prolonged war with Iran — or to Mr. Netanyahu
about his unending campaign of revenge in Gaza?
How is Moscow interpreting this double
standard?

Where ties with Russia stand
Russia, nevertheless, still needs India, at least for
now, as a major purchaser of its oil and military
equipment. At the same time, Moscow can see
that New Delhi has steadily reduced its
dependence on Russian arms by turning
increasingly to France, Israel, and the U.S. The
relationship remains important to both countries,
but it is becoming increasingly transactional —
and vulnerable to their diverging strategic
priorities. 

Russia is now leaning ever more toward its
“trusted partner” — China, while Mr. Modi’s
performative diplomacy designed to stay in the
good books of Washington risks undermining the
long enduring Russia-India friendship.

New Delhi’s ‘balancing act’ risks eroding Russia’s trust
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T
he United Nations Environment
Programme’s (UNEP) recent warning that
the world could cross the 1.5°C warming

threshold within the next few years is likely to
renew calls for faster decarbonisation. India, too,
will face this pressure, but its choices are still
open. Much of the housing, industrial
infrastructure, power networks and urban
development needed for its next phase of growth
is yet to be built.

NITI Aayog estimates that 86% of the building
stock that India will have in 2070 is yet to be built.
Total �oor space will more than double, from
about 18 billion square metres in 2020 to 42
billion by 2070. India’s crude-steel capacity, at
about 200 million tonnes in 2024-25, is targeted
to reach 300 million tonnes by 2030-31. Cement
output is projected to rise from about 427 million
tonnes in 2024 to 660 million tonnes by 2030.

The advantage of choice
The usual reading of these numbers is that India’s
infrastructure de�cit makes decarbonisation
harder. Demand for steel, cement and electricity
will continue to rise even as India tries to reduce
emissions. True, but only partly. The other side of
the development de�cit is that much of India’s
future capital stock remains a choice rather than
an inheritance. Its future emissions will depend
on what it chooses to build now and the
technologies and standards that are embedded in
that investment.

Mature economies face the opposite problem.
The International Energy Agency (IEA) estimates
that around 80% of the building stock that
advanced economies will use in 2050 already
exists. In the European Union, 85% of buildings
predate 2000, around three-quarters perform
poorly in terms of energy e�ciency, and only
about 1% are renovated each year. India has
legacy problems too, but has more room to avoid
creating them. It can build in e�ciency from the
outset and reduce the risks of stranded assets,
premature retirements, or expensive retro�ts

later. In buildings, India need not wait for
technology to catch up. The know-how is there,
and so is the regulatory framework. The gap is in
implementation. 

The Bureau of Energy E�ciency (BEE)’s State
Energy E�ciency Index reports that the Energy
Conservation Building Code (ECBC) 2017 has
been noti�ed by 27 States, but legally
incorporated in only 21. BEE has since issued the
Energy Conservation and Sustainable Building
Code (ECSBC) 2024 for commercial and o�ce
buildings and the Eco-Niwas Samhita (ENS) 2024
for residential buildings. States should embed
these standards in building permits, occupancy
certi�cates, and grid connections, where
non-compliance can carry a cost.

The issue in the power sector
Power presents a di�erent problem. India has
added renewable generation quickly, but the
network to move it has not kept pace. The IEA
estimates that transmission bottlenecks have held
back around 60 GW of renewable capacity. The
Ministry of Power’s plan envisages roughly 590
GW of generation additions between 2023 and
2032. So, an unresolved transmission gap will
become more serious as generation expands. As
transport, cooling and parts of industry electrify,
the gains from cleaner generation will depend on
whether that power can be reliably moved to
where it is needed. Transmission and storage,
therefore, must be planned alongside, and in
some cases ahead of, new generation and
demand.

In steel and cement, the low-carbon transition
is harder. The Ministry of Steel acknowledges that
hydrogen-based green steel is not yet viable in
India, while NITI Aayog places large-scale carbon
capture in cement further down the transition
path. Mandating technologies could raise costs
and, worse, lock �rms into processes that later
prove uneconomic.

Public procurement could be a better
instrument. The Union and State governments,

Indian Railways, the National Highways Authority
of India, and other public agencies buy large
quantities of steel and cement and can help
create an early market for lower-emission
materials.

India already has a green-steel taxonomy, and
the Ministry of Steel has proposed aggregated
procurement through competitive bidding.
Tenders could set emissions-intensity thresholds
without prescribing the production route.
Competitive bidding would then reveal the green
premium while rewarding producers who �nd
the most e�cient ways to meet the thresholds. As
the premium narrows with economies of scale
and technological advances, the thresholds could
be tightened. They could also be aligned with the
emissions-intensity targets under the Carbon
Credit Trading Scheme (CCTS), ensuring
consistent policy signals.

Costs and risks
Finance can also skew these choices. The IEA
estimates that India’s cost of capital for grid-scale
renewables is about 80% higher than in advanced
economies. Since clean infrastructure is
front-loaded in cost, that gap can make an
otherwise viable project uneconomic. Targeted
instruments such as payment-security
mechanisms, partial credit guarantees, or
concessional debt can ease �nancing or o�-taker
risk. But where the technology is still unproven,
cheaper public �nance will simply shift more risk
onto the public balance sheet.

India cannot avoid the investment required to
build the economy it still needs. What matters is
what kind of capital the investment leaves
behind. Where technology is mature, there is
little reason to build ine�ciency into assets that
will last for decades. Where it is still evolving,
preserving �exibility has value. Getting those
choices right now can spare the country costlier
corrections later.

The views expressed are personal

India’s next investment cycle will shape its carbon future
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Brazil’s choice
Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva’s
victory in Brazil’s election
highlights both democracy’s
resilience and the
formidable challenges
facing elected leaders (Page
1, October 27). Democracies
cannot a�ord endless
ideological battles between
the right and the left while
citizens struggle for
employment, a�ordable
health care and peace.
Regardless of who governs,
statesmanship demands
confronting global
economic realities rather
than exploiting public
anxieties for electoral gains.

continues to bear the brunt
of nature’s fury during every
monsoon (October 26 and
October 27). The loss of
greenery, the felling of trees
and an indiscriminate
construction of commercial
complexes, resorts and
lodging houses continue
unabated, aided by faulty
administrative policies and
vested interests. Tourism
must not be promoted at
the cost of environmental
destruction.

V. Johan Dhanakumar,
Chennai

must examine the policies
that permitted land
conversion, who benefited
and what measures were
taken to protect food
security, biodiversity,
groundwater recharge and
flood regulation. Keralam
needs a balanced policy
that protects farmers’
livelihoods and the
environment while
accommodating legitimate
development needs.
T. Ravindranthan,

Chennai

Fragile hill ecosystems
It is deeply shocking that
the pristine Nilgiris district

urbanisation, changing
employment patterns and
the declining viability of
traditional paddy
cultivation. 
The State cannot escape
responsibility. 
Restrictions on land
conversion should have
been accompanied by
measures to make
cultivation economically
sustainable and protect
wetlands. Rising labour
costs, fragmented holdings,
labour shortages and
increasing demand for
housing have made paddy
farming less attractive. A
meaningful assessment

President Donald Trump in
South America. Overall, the
wins in Brazil and Serbia are
signs of change globally.
Ayyasseri Raveendranath,

Aranmula, Keralam

Vanishing paddy fields
The debate over the decline
of Keralam’s paddy fields
must go beyond blaming
the restrictive provisions of
the Kerala Conservation of
Paddy Land and Wetland
Act, 2008, or the
bureaucracy implementing
it. The large-scale
conversion of agricultural
land has been driven by
rising land values,

Victory at the ballot box is
merely the beginning.
Delivering dignity, security
and opportunity is the true
test of leadership. Political
parties worldwide must
introspect.
Brij B. Goyal,
Ludhiana, Punjab

The headwind turned
tailwind win of Luiz Inácio
Lula da Silva is a sure sign
of the sturdy will of people
wedded to democracy to
quell the right-wing wave in
South America. It is also a
strong sign that the wind is
blowing against the
machinations of U.S.
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L
ula da Silva’s reelection as
the President of Brazil on
Sunday was no less than a

historical feat. The 81-year-old,
who defeated his far-right oppo-
nent Flavio Bolsonaro, gained at
least 10 million votes in less than
three weeks (Chart 1).

Much of his victory has been
credited to a campaign strategy fo-
cussing on high voter mobilisation
and populist labour reforms in-
cluding cash payout schemes for
the poor and a new debt relief
package post the �rst round of
elections — in which he trailed be-
hind Bolsonaro. This was unprece-
dented in the country’s elections
as no candidate who had lost the
�rst round in the past had
emerged victorious in the second
(Table 2). His victory carries im-
plications much beyond Brazil. For
much of South America that has
been hit by a conservative right-
wing wave, Mr. Lula’s victory o�-
ers a change (Table 3).

Under Mr. Lula’s third presiden-
tial term, Brazil saw notable eco-
nomic growth, accompanied by in-
creased labour force participation.
The country’s real Gross Domestic
Product grew cumulatively by 9%
between 2023 and 2025, the high-
est among nine other countries in
the region. The share of Brazil’s
working population increased
consistently since 2022. This was
accompanied by a rise in average
monthly earnings (Chart 4).

Meanwhile, the country’s un-
employment rate and poverty de-
clined to its lowest in at least a de-
cade. As of 2024, Brazil recorded
an unemployment rate of 6.8%
and 23% of its population were liv-
ing below poverty, that is $6.85 a
day as per the country’s de�nition
(Chart 5). However, the country’s
household and government debt
have surged to new highs increas-
ing borrowing costs (Chart 6).

The numbers behind Lula’s historic victory
Lula secured an unprecedented fourth term in Brazil due to a campaign strategy focussing on high voter mobilisation and populist labour reforms

Sambavi Parthasarathy 
Gandla Sneha 
Sachin Swaraj
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New Delhi, October 27: Indian Tourism
Development Corporation, world’s second
biggest public sector undertaking of its kind
running a chain of hotels, motels, travellers
lodges, beach resorts and forest lodges in the
country is planning to set up initially about half
a dozen ‘Indian restaurants’ at ‘strategic’ places
in the world.

According to Lt. Gen J.T. Sataravalla,
Chairman and Managing Director of ITDC, now
that the Corporation has already built up the
necessary hotel infrastructure at important
tourist centres within the country, it wants to
popularise the famous Indian dishes to the
foreigners at these restaurants abroad and also
attract them to visit India.

The location of these Indian restaurants
abroad has not yet been �nalised but they will
be set up at some of the important world
capitals. Some of them are likely to be located in
the oil-rich Gulf countries. The managers of
these restaurants will be specially trained in
marketing Indian tourism abroad.

The ITDC, which expects to earn Rs 7 crores
of foreign exchange during 1975-76, has already
entered the �eld in giving technical assistance
abroad in running hotel industry. It is setting up
an Indian restaurant at Prague with Czech
collaboration. 

FIFTY YEARS AGO OCTOBER 28, 1976

ITDC plan to build hotels
abroad

F R O M T H E A R C H I V E S

An “Englishman” correspondent cables under
date London, October 25: Wireless experts are
installing special apparatus on the highest peak
of Mont Blanc and will attempt to communicate
with Mars on Oct. 27.

[To-day Mars comes within 42,000,000 miles
of the earth. An earlier message stated: The
periodical “Popular Wireless” is using a 14 valve
superheterodyne receiver to listen in. It is
pointed out that certain Morse letters and other
mysterious signals are received from time to
time which are not attributable to any earthly
station. Arguments for and against the feasibility
of signalling are revived, but the pro-Martians
say that Mars as a senior planet possesses older
brains on her. In order to open up a
conversation amateurs throughout the world are
invited to listen in.]

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO OCTOBER 28, 1926

Message from Mars?

F
or nearly a month,
Indians across the
country have
courted the ire and

might of the state over a
question no citizen in a
democratic nation should
have to ask. Their anger
stems from the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR)
exercise which has removed
more than 13 crore names
from the rolls since June
2025. Over a quarter were
claimed dead or duplicated,
while most were marked as
absent or shifted. At one
booth in Delhi’s Bela Estate,
o�cials cut 728 out of 729
voters, citing address proof
discrepancies. Who decided
that so many names should
come o� the rolls and on
what basis?

While the political answer
is being debated on the
streets and in Parliament, it
is clear that the SIR has
changed how a voter’s place
on the roll is decided. In
1995, the Supreme Court
held that a name already on
the roll should be presumed
to be there legally. The SIR
replaced that presumption
with a data-matching
exercise. The Election
Commission of India (ECI)
has relied heavily on
software for a public task
where a single error costs a
citizen their vote. 

Rolls from the last
intensive revision (mostly in
2002) were hastily digitised
from Bengali, Kannada, and
other regional languages,
auto-transliterated by the
machine into English, and
matched against new
enumeration forms. Then a
second layer of “logical
discrepancies,” such as a
parent-child age gap of less
than 15 years, was applied.
Among those who failed the
test were twins (age gap less
than nine months), voters of
the Oraon tribal group
whose surname Xalxo was

auto-translated to Khalkho,
and those whose father’s
name was ‘Md.’ in one list
and ‘Mohammed’ in the
other. To reconcile the
record, little logic or
reasoning was applied.
According to the Internet
Freedom Foundation, these
rules �agged 17% of West
Bengal’s electors and 41% of
Madhya Pradesh’s. A system
that suspects four in 10
voters in a State needs to
come under scrutiny. 

Such sweeping
pattern-matching guarantees
false positives. In West
Bengal, 91% of exclusion
appeals decided by the
tribunals were reversed; a
reversal rate that high should
worry whoever designed the
process. And by the time
their eligibility was restored,
these people had already lost
the opportunity to vote in
the 2026 Assembly election. 

Drawing the line
This is why it matters where
the line is drawn for who is
“suspicious”. How many
eligible voters are risked to
remove one ineligible voter?
Legally, Election Registration
O�cers (EROs) determine
where the limit lies. Yet in
the SIR, the ECI has never
revealed what the acceptable
margin of error is or the data
itself. Two of the three
Election Commissioners are
on record objecting to the
centralisation of the database
and the restrictions imposed
on local o�cers’ authority. In
Goa, o�cers heard 97
�agged voters and found all
eligible, but couldn’t restore
them because the software
had no option to reverse the
earlier action. 

The ECI claims that
automation is only meant to
assist human decisions. This
would be true if o�cers
actually had the chance to
evaluate every �agged entry.
In Delhi, each booth-level

o�cer received about 200
notices to verify within a
very tight deadline. When
the queue becomes
practically unmanageable,
the machine’s verdict on an
individual case inevitably
becomes the State’s verdict. 

The citizen then pays to
undo this through hearings
and lost wages, or is forced
to remain disenfranchised if
unable to appeal. In West
Bengal, the damage went
beyond voting when a June
State order marked the
ration cards of SIR-removed
voters as inactive. The SC
has since restored access to
food. India has sold its
digital public infrastructure
to the rest of the world on
the premise of inclusion at
scale. Built on faulty data,
the same architecture
excludes at scale, and an
error in one register follows
a person into the next. 

This doesn’t mean that
the rolls shouldn’t be
cleaned. What must change
is where the risk tolerance
lies. A dead voter left on the
roll is a clerical error. A
living voter who is struck o�
loses their constitutional
right. The ECI should
disclose the matching rules
and error rates and open
itself to an independent
audit. No name should be
struck o� until an o�cer
with actual time and
authority veri�es the real
person behind the data. 

The model is already
travelling. In January, Chief
Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar o�ered the
ECINet platform to help
other countries build their
own versions. In August,
U.S. President Donald
Trump cited India’s photo
ID rules to push for stricter
U.S. voter laws. Whatever
standard the world’s largest
democracy accepts for
electoral error, other
nations will follow. 

The SIR and its error margin 

Nishtha Gupta 
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A dead voter
left on the roll
is a clerical
error. A living
voter who is
struck o� loses
their
constitutional
right

K
eralam Chief
Minister V. D.
Satheesan’s
recent remarks

questioning “unnecessary”
angioplasty procedures have
drawn objections from
medical organisations
concerned that it could
undermine public
con�dence in doctors. But
the Chief Minister’s remarks
demand more than a re�ex
response; it requires a
thoughtful, honest response
built on up-to-date evidence
based on clinical and
research studies.

Percutaneous Coronary
Intervention (PCI), by
balloon angioplasty and
stent placement, has
transformed cardiovascular
care. During an acute heart
attack caused by a suddenly
blocked coronary artery,
prompt angioplasty and
stents can restore blood �ow,
save heart muscle and
improve survival. There is no
debate about this approach
and second opinions are
unnecessary as time is of
essence in such an
emergency. Stents also o�er
substantial relief to selected
patients with persistent
activity-limiting angina
(chest pain caused by lack of
oxygen-rich blood). 

There is a crucial
distinction between stenting
as a life-saving measure in
the above situations to
medical treatment via
stenting because a narrowing
of blood vessels is seen on an
angiogram. A coronary
angiogram shows the
anatomy of the arteries; it
does not, by itself, establish
that a narrowing requires
intervention. The decision to
intervene and how to
intervene must take account
of the patient’s symptoms,
the severity of the blockage,
its e�ect on blood �ow, the
overall pattern of coronary
disease and the expected

bene�t of intervention. 
The landmark ISCHEMIA

trial, published in The New
England Journal of Medicine in
2020, enrolled 5,179 patients
at 320 sites in 37 countries
with stable coronary artery
disease and moderate to
severe ischemia (restricted
blood �ow to the heart). The
patients were assigned either
to an initial invasive strategy —
angiography followed by
angioplasty or coronary
bypass surgery — or to a
conservative strategy of
optimal medical treatment,
with revascularisation
reserved for those who had an
acute event or angina. After a
median follow-up of 3.2 years,
there was no signi�cant
di�erence between the two
groups in composite
outcomes (cardiac arrests,
hospitalisation for unstable
angina or heart failure) and
all-cause and cardiovascular
mortality were similar. After a
follow-up of 5 years, there was
still no signi�cant di�erence
between the two groups in
composite outcome or
mortality. The core lesson is
that most patients with stable
coronary artery disease with
ischemia on optimal medical
treatment would do as well as
those who undergo stenting
or bypass surgery.

Concerning scale
The growing scale of PCI in
India deserves careful
examination. National
Interventional Council �gures
show that annual PCI
procedures rose from
approximately 1,13,000 in
2008 to more than 7,26,000
in 2024 — an increase of more
than six-fold. In contrast, PCI
procedures in the U.S. fell by
about 40% between 2003 and
2016, re�ecting progress in
prevention and treatment.

These �gures do not by
themselves prove that stents
are overused in India
considering its large

population, the substantial
burden of premature
coronary disease, the
socio-economic progress in
the past decades and the
improved access to cardiac
care centres. Nevertheless,
the divergence in trends
between the two countries
raises an important
question: how much of the
increase in PCI is a
re�ection of ful�lling a
genuine clinical need, and
how much of it is a
re�ection of di�erences in
practice patterns, �nancial
incentives and gaps in
knowledge on the e�cacy of
optimal medical treatment? 

Optimal medical therapy,
based on evidence-based
guidelines, is the foundation
of care for all coronary
artery disease patients. The
elements of optimal therapy
include LDL-cholesterol
lowering, appropriate
anti-platelet treatment,
blood-pressure control,
evidence-based diabetes
management and lifestyle
changes. A coronary stent
treats a speci�c narrowing;
it does not cure the
underlying disease of
atherosclerosis or eliminate
the risk of future heart
attacks. Patients remain
vulnerable to disease
elsewhere in the coronary
arteries and must continue
preventive treatment. 

The way forward is
neither condemnation of
cardiologists nor
unquestioning acceptance
of every recommendation
for angioplasty. Most
doctors strive to act in their
patients’ best interests, but
no profession is immune to
inappropriate practice. The
ultimate test of healthcare is
not how many procedures
are performed, but how
many lives are saved and
whether patients receive the
right treatment at the right
time at an a�ordable cost.

Are coronary stents necessary? 

Dr. Enas A. Enas 

Preventive

Cardiologist and

Physician-Scientist,

Founding President of

the CADI Research

Foundation USA

There is a
crucial
distinction
between
stenting as a
life-saving
measure to
medical
treatment via
stenting because
a narrowing of
blood vessels is
seen on an
angiogram

Dr. Basil Varkey

Professor Emeritus of

medicine
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X

QUESTION 1

Lula is a founding member of
the Workers’ Party or the
Partido dos Trabalhadores.
When was it formed?
X

QUESTION 2

After Lula won his third term in
2022, an incident mirroring the
2021 January 6 Capitol hill riots
happened in Brazil where
Brazil’s Congress and Supreme
Court buildings were stormed.
Why?
X

QUESTION 3

Brazil’s top political leaders
were hit by scandal when in
2017 a high-profile
anti-corruption investigation

exposed money laundering and
corruption among the top brass.
It also led to Lula’s arrest on the
same charges in 2018. Name the
anti-corruption probe.
X

QUESTION 4

Campaigns and pictures
routinely feature the number ‘13’
in association with Lula. What is
the significance of the number?
X

QUESTION 5

In 2004, a New York Times article
on President Lula infuriated him
so much that the reporter of the
article had his journalist via
revoked by the Brazilian
government. They said the
article was “o�ensive to the
honour of the President”. Name
the reporter and what the article
said.

Questions and answers to the previous day’s

daily quiz: 1. Name of Pakistan’s Prime Minister
when martial law was proclaimed in October 1958.
Ans: Feroz Khan Noon

2. Mirza abrogated this when he proclaimed martial
law on October 7, 1958. Ans: The Constitution of

1956

3. The system of indirect elections, which was
introduced by Ayub Khan in 1959 as the foundation
of his political structure. Ans: The Basic

Democracies system

4. Ayub Khan relinquish the presidency in this year,
ending his period in power. Ans: 1969

5. Iskander Mirza went into exile to this country after
his removal from o�ice. Ans: The United Kingdom

Visual: This is a front-page report in The Pakistan

Times dated March 10, 1951, announcing arrests in a
conspiracy that preceded Ayub Khan’s military coup
by seven years. State the name by which the
conspiracy is known. Ans: The Rawalpindi

Conspiracy Case

Early birds: KN Viswanathan| Mohan Lal Patel|
Tamal Biswas| Baburam Sapre| Arun Kumar Singh

THE DAILY QUIZ

At the age of 81, Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva has secured an unprecedented fourth term as
the President of Brazil. Here’s a quiz on the veteran leader

X

Visual question: Here, Lula is seen with another global leftist
leader and icon. Name the revolutionary leader. AFP

Please send in your answers to 

dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

Joan Sony Cherian

What is the meaning of “hogwash”?
(Geetha Udaykumar, Mannarkudi)
This is a word, which is normally used in
informal contexts. When somebody says
something and you respond by saying,
“hogwash”, what you are implying is that
as far as you are concerned what the
individual has said is nonsense. Here are a
few examples.

What she told me was hogwash.
I have no time to listen to your

hogwash, Seema.
The word has the same meaning as

“baloney”.
I am not here to listen to your baloney.
His baloney didn’t go down well with

the boss.
Bad food and drink can also be called

“hogwash”.
The stu� that was served at the

wedding was hogwash.
Don’t go to the new restaurant. The

food is hogwash.

Shouldn’t it be World Trade Centre
and not “Center”? (P.P. Hafeez,
Kerala)
The word “Center” has been spelt
correctly. That’s the way the Americans
spell it. A few words, which end in “re” in
British English, the Americans spell it
“er”. Here are a few examples: meter,
center, and theater.

Which of the following sentences is
correct? “He walked into the
apartment” or “He walked in the
apartment”? (B. Abhishek,
Bengaluru)
Both the sentences are grammatically
acceptable, but their meaning is very
di�erent. When someone “walks into” an
apartment he enters it. In other words,
the individual has stepped into the
apartment. He was outside all the while
and now he has stepped inside.

Similarly, when you say that someone
has “moved into” his new apartment,
what you are implying is that he has
shifted to his new apartment. He has
made the new place his home. When you
say that someone “walked in the
apartment” what you are saying is that
the individual walked around inside the
apartment.

Unlike the earlier example, the
individual is not entering the apartment.
He is already inside and he is moving
about. The action takes place within the
apartment.

What is the meaning of the idiom
“sink your teeth into something”?
(P.K. Abu Baker, Calicut)
When you sink your teeth into something,
you undertake to do something; you
perform the task with a great deal of
enthusiasm and interest. Here are a few
examples.

His new role as a villain gave him
something that he could sink his teeth
into.

The new project is really interesting.
Can’t wait to sink my teeth into it.

It is also possible to say “get one’s teeth
into something”. Here are a few
examples.

He just couldn’t get his teeth into his
new role.

My wife has been telling me to get my
teeth into some social work.
Published in The Hindu on May 21, 2002

Know your
English
S. Upendran

FROM THE ARCHIVES

E
arlier in October, U.S. lawmakers
revealed how users of dating
apps were being exposed to
serious �nancial and physical

risks. They pinned this to the outdated AI
stack in these applications.

In an investigation centred around the
Match Group, the lawmakers found that
the algorithm matched U.S. users of
dating apps like Tinder and Hinge with
scammers. 

The report, titled ‘Outmatched: Tinder,
Scammers, and Match Group’s E�orts to
Catch Up’, highlighted that users
connected with nearly 1.5 million
scammers on these two popular dating
applications in the �rst nine months of
2025.

At the core of these disturbing �ndings
were outdated machine learning models
installed to detect bad actors. These had
not been updated in years, according to
the report.

This information came from internal
documents that the Match Group shared
with the committee, led by senator
Maggie Hassan. As the accuracy of scam
detection dropped, Tinder began
depending on other measures that it
knew were often ine�ective.

“In fact, Match Group knew that Tinder
was more likely to show a pro�le if it
belonged to a scammer or other bad actor
rather than a regular user,” stated an

o�cial press release about the report.
However, the investigation

acknowledged that the Match Group later
put in place new safety measures, such as
an AI model in Tinder this year that was
designed to detect scammers and bad
actors.

What kinds of scams were prevalent
on the apps?
The report included statements from
victims who described how romance
scammers cheated them out of tens of
thousands of dollars after building a
relationship with them on the dating
apps. 

A common trend was to cite a major
emergency in order to pressure the victim
into sending over money. Using the
victims’ phone number and/or email ID,
the scammers would proceed to harass
them online until the victim sometimes
paid them in the hopes of de-escalating
their aggression.

Another type of scam involved the
same malicious user operating as di�erent
people on the same dating app, to
ensnare more victims.

The report pointed to an inconsistent
dating app AI strategy, where patchy
machine learning systems led to heavy
caseloads and “overwhelmed” human
moderators who were unable to focus on
visibly risky accounts. As per a document
from the Match Group itself, Tinder could
have better tackled dangerous accounts

by building better AI signals or reducing
its reliance on manual rules.

“In practice, these moderation lapses
meant that bad actors that reached
moderation were not immediately
banned and instead may have continued
to interact with and harm legitimate users
until the platform gathered additional
evidence,” explained the report.

What is the takeaway for Indian
dating app users?
A bouquet of dating apps come under the
Match Group, including Tinder, Hinge,
Match (formerly Match.com), Plenty of
Fish, and more such o�erings, catering to
users in diverse countries and cultural
communities.

In other words, a security lapse in one
app comes with serious implications for
the users of other Match Group-owned
apps. Tinder and Hinge are popular in
India as well, claiming the top ranks in
terms of downloads via app marketplaces.

According to the Match Group, Hinge is
expected to reach $1 billion in revenue in
2027, while Tinder is expanding its
in-person events that are already live in
the U.S. and Europe.

Indian users often register with apps
that suggest pro�les and tout AI-powered
matchmaking as a selling point. However,
as the U.S. committee report noted,
cutting-edge AI tools require constant
upkeep, testing, and upgrades in order to
ensure that customers remain shielded

from emerging threats.
Regulators must also play a larger role

in monitoring dating app services.

How can users avoid scammers on
dating apps?
Dating app users should �rst vet the
platforms they register with, making sure
that they agree with how data is collected
and processed. 

Users should also be aware of the
reporting options they have in case an
online or o�ine interaction turns unsafe.
Customers can research the apps’
founders, investors, and brand
ambassadors, to make sure that there is
an alignment of values.

Dating app users should promptly
report fraudulent user pro�les and cease
interacting with them. AI-generated user
photos and videos, even when posted as a
joke, often violate platform policies.

Another red �ag is a dating app user
who becomes intimate too quickly or is
eager to discuss �nances early on.
Furthermore, scammers often pressure
dating app users to contact them on
external sites, so they can view the user’s
phone number or harvest other personal
details.

Users must withhold personal phone
numbers, email IDs, home addresses,
private social media channels, and
employer information until they meet a
match in-person and feel comfortable
with proceeding.

What did a U.S. investigation uncover
about Tinder’s failure to detect scams?
U.S. lawmakers shared troubling statistics about how dating app users on Tinder and Hinge were matching with scammers, due to outdated AI

protections; the probe also acknowledged that Match Group had introduced new safety measures this year to detect scammers

CACHE

Safety check: Dating app users should first vet the platforms they register with, making sure that they agree with how data is collected and processed. GETTY IMAGES
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D
ecades of psychology have
categorised human
personality into �ve broad
buckets: openness to

experience (curiosity and imagination),
conscientiousness (organisation and
responsibility), extraversion (sociability),
agreeableness (compassion), and
neuroticism (a tendency towards anxiety
and volatility).

In new �ndings published in Nature,
scientists have completed one of the
largest-ever genetic analyses of these ‘big
�ve’ traits, o�ering a more detailed
picture of the genetic architecture of
personality.

“The �nding that genetic signals were
broadly consistent across di�erent
contexts… supports the view that
personality traits such as extraversion and
neuroticism have a biological basis,”
Veena Kumari, professor of Experimental
Psychology at Brunel University London,
said. “However, like most psychological
constructs, personality is a complex
phenotype.” She noted that human
behaviour remains deeply tethered to its
environment and “may not be similarly
expressed, or even measured with the
same precision” across di�erent walks of
life.

Inside the genome
The global team of researchers analysed
data from up to 1.14 million participants
across 46 study cohorts. Participants �rst
completed validated personality
questionnaires, which allowed the
researchers to assign each person a score
for the �ve traits.

The researchers then analysed the
participants’ DNA using a genome-wide
association study (GWAS). That is, they
looked across the genome for tiny genetic
di�erences that tended to occur more
often in people with higher or lower
scores on each personality trait.

“The study identi�ed some 1,250 DNA
[variations] that are associated with
personality traits,” Mani Ramaswami,
professor of neurogenetics at Trinity
College Dublin, said. “It is important to
note that these are tiny changes in the
DNA and not the genes as a whole. Each
one on its own has a minuscule e�ect” on
human behaviour.

The goal of this exercise was not to �nd
a single piece of DNA that determines
whether someone is outgoing or anxious
but to spot patterns spread across the
genome in the form of genetic variants
that, taken together, could be associated
with small di�erences in personality
across a large number of people.

Genes and life
The �ndings reinforced a long-standing
idea in genetics that there is no single
‘personality gene’. The dataset also

directly challenged older theories that
attempted to link traits to particular brain
chemicals. The team found several gene
variants scattered across the DNA, and
tallied them up into a single number
called a polygenic index — a score that
combines the e�ects of the variants, each
associated with speci�c traits.

The researchers then used these scores
to test whether the genetic patterns
associated with personality turned up in
other parts of the people’s lives.
Speci�cally, by comparing these indices
with large publicly available datasets on
health, behaviour, and social outcomes,
they found a range of genetic
connections. For example, genetic
patterns associated with higher
conscientiousness were linked to a lower
body mass index, fewer hospital visits,
and lower substance use. Genetic patterns
associated with neuroticism, on the other
hand, showed strong associations with
anxiety, depression, and other psychiatric
disorders. 

Seeing DNA linked to such serious
health outcomes might make the index
sound like a genetic crystal ball. Michel
Nivard, professor of genetic epidemiology
at the University of Bristol, is quick to
burst that bubble.

“Look, if you want to know more about
your personality, you can take a 3-5
minute online test. It will be highly
predictive,” Dr. Nivard said. For an
individual, he said, the genetic e�ect “is
weak, and adds no information over a 3-5
minute test at all.”

Instead, the breakthrough’s true value
is at the macroscopic level. The genetic
data is “strong enough to do new kinds of

psych-, bio-, and social science of
personality in larger groups,” Dr. Nivard
said, “where we work with averages
across many individuals.”

Beyond correlations
Hemant Tiwari, professor of Biostatistics
at the University of Alabama at
Birmingham, warned against jumping to
conclusions like having a neurotic
personality could cause someone to
become depressed.

He noted that human biology is messy,
and “shared genetic in�uences can a�ect
personality, psychopathology, cognition,
self-regulation, and health
simultaneously.”

In other words, the same genes that
shape our temperament may also trigger
certain health issues, rather than one
causing the other. Because the data
cannot reliably separate the two, Dr.
Tiwari said, “whether personality itself
causally drives downstream outcomes
remains unresolved.”

The genetic correlations extend
beyond health into social behaviour and
residential choices as well. The study
found that by middle age, people with
genetic pro�les associated with higher
openness to experience were more likely
to have moved into cosmopolitan
professional areas. Meanwhile, those with
genetic pro�les associated with higher
conscientiousness were more likely to
have moved away from cosmopolitan
areas and toward a�uent suburban
communities. 

The researchers also tried untangling
nature from nurture by looking at siblings
in their data. Siblings share the same

upbringing but inherit slightly di�erent
combinations of DNA. By comparing
them, the researchers could strip away
the e�ects of the childhood environment
and isolate the direct impact of genetics.

While parents still shape their children
in complex ways, the data show the
environmental transfer of personality is
neither strong nor straightforward. As Dr.
Nivard noted, the �ndings largely exclude
“the possibility that extraverted parents
environmentally cause their kids to be
more extraverted”.

Sequencing within families
Translating these insights into global
clinical practice, however, faces a severe
bottleneck. The genomic databases
powering this research are dominated by
individuals with European-like genomes.
When a polygenic index built on such
data is applied to populations with
di�erent genetic ancestries, prediction
generally becomes less reliable.

Moving forward, Dr. Ramaswami said
DNA sequencing within families
exhibiting extreme behavioural variants
will be far more useful than broad
population studies.

An approach along these lines, he
noted, is already being pioneered in India
for psychiatric conditions through a joint
e�ort by the National Centre for Biological
Sciences (NCBS) and the National Institute
of Mental Health and Neurosciences
(NIMHANS), both in Bengaluru.

(Anirban Mukhopadhyay is a geneticist by
training and science communicator from
New Delhi.
anirban.genetics@south.du.ac.in)

Your DNA says less about your
personality than a short online quiz

The �ndings of new research reinforce a long-standing idea in genetics that there is no single ‘personality gene’; the dataset the researchers used also directly challenged older

theories that attempted to link traits to particular brain chemicals

The study found that genetic correlations extend beyond health into social behaviour and residential choices as well. GETTY IMAGES
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G
laciers ending in lakes, oceans
or ice shelves account for over
3% of the world’s glaciers but

lost 134 billion tonnes of ice annually
between 2000 and 2019, contributing to
more than half of all glacier ice loss, a
new study has found.

Environmental scientists led by the
UK’s University of Birmingham and the
University of Leeds found that glaciers
ending in lakes are generally much
larger than those ending on land,
together covering more than half of the
world’s glacier area.

The findings, published in Nature
Communications, also showed that lake-
and ocean-ending glaciers flow on
average 10% and 44% faster than those
ending on land, respectively, and
lake-ending glaciers lose around 57%
more ice than land-ending glaciers,
relative to their size.

“Glaciers ending in lakes really stand
out -- they’re losing ice particularly
quickly. We don’t yet know exactly why.
It could be the lakes themselves, the
size and shape of the glaciers, or a bit of
both. Untangling that is the next big
question, especially as glacier lakes are
becoming more common in a warming
climate,” said author Joseph Mallalieu.

The researchers explained that lakes
can a�ect glaciers in ways that may

contribute to a higher ice loss.
Lake-ending glaciers can lose large
chunks of ice from the glacier front as
icebergs, a process known as calving,
and lake water can melt the ice below
the waterline, both helping to speed up
ice loss, they said.

Models used for projecting glacier
change do not yet fully account for
glaciers ending in lakes, the researchers
added.

Glaciers ending in lakes
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WHAT IS IT?

Ice melts at the Skuta glacier near Kamnik,

Slovenia. AP 

Press Trust of India

X

Vincenzo Valentini, director of the Center of Excellence for Oncology and Diagnostic Imaging at the Tiberina Island Hospital in Rome, poses in the radiotherapy department,

Rome, October 6, 2026. Through large windows, the clinical space looks directly onto the archaeological remains of an ancient Roman temple, o�ering patients a contemplative

view before their oncology treatments. AFP
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Ethanol in the fast lane

The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways’ decision to allow E100 and E85 

fuels, along with the registration of flex-fuel vehicles, is understandable in the 

light of the geopolitical outlook on oil prices in the foreseeable future and grow-

ing urban pollution, much of which is transport-related. But the wisdom of such 

policy speed may need to be balanced with the anticipated negative externalities 

associated with the ethanol journey. Already, the mandated shift to E20 from E10 

five years ahead of the original schedule, prompted no doubt by prolonged 

supply constraints and the need to meet “Net Zero” targets, has annoyed car 

owners, who have reported a 7-12 per cent drop in fuel eiciency, which some-

what negates the argument of lowering fuel demand. According to the govern-

ment data, however, the country has saved ~1.9 trillion in imports of crude oil 

and substituted 31 million tonnes between April, when the E20 mandate came 

into force, and mid-October, though some analysts have questioned the arith-

metic behind these calculations. 

On the face of it, the drive towards an ethanol-powered automotive future 

has been a win-win. It has reportedly helped stabilise farm incomes, especially 

in Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and Karnataka, by offering a predict-

able market for agri-surpluses and also absorbing damaged foodgrain from the 

system. The fact that ethanol distilleries tend to be located close to agri-hubs also 

plays a role in creating employment opportunities and promotes some measure 

of rural development. But the long-term impacts on food security and ecology 

remain open questions. The impact was evident in the sugar market earlier this 

year, when low opening stocks and production resulted in a sharp rise in sugar 

prices. Meanwhile, the government has rebutted the accusation of larger diver-

sions of the rice stocks, underlining that Food Corporation of India, the govern-

ment procurement agency, only diverted damaged or broken grain for ethanol 

production and did not endanger the food-security programme. 

But over time and given the uncertainties of agri-markets, the rapid expansion 

of the ethanol programme could well incentivise farmers to divert larger tracts of 

land towards sugar or maize cultivation, which raises a fresh set of problems. This 

is exemplified by Brazil, which is regarded as a global success story in the ethanol 

transition. The 25-year transition, which started in 1975, has undoubtedly helped 

bring about  a sharp reduction in greenhouse-gas emission but has had a deleterious 

effect on local ecology. As farmers there started converting more and more arable 

land for maize and sugarcane, they displaced livestock and cattle ranchers, who 

then simply cleared large tracts of the Amazon rainforest to expand. The country 

also faced occasional price and supply asymmetries; when global prices of sugar 

rose, supplies available for the ethanol programme inevitably fell. Equally, the sugar 

crop was diverted to ethanol producers when ethanol prices rose. 

In India, there is also the question of whether promoting water-intensive 

crops like sugarcane on a large scale for the ethanol programme is warranted 

when agri-inputs — fertiliser, water, and electricity — are either heavily subsi-

dised or free. On balance, given the complexities of India’s agricultural policies, 

it may be better to move more gradually on the ethanol transition rather than 

steer abruptly into the fast lane.

A stunning turnaround

The re-election of Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva as President of Brazil has come as a 

shock to both markets and his domestic Opposition. His challenger, Flavio Bol-

sonaro, the son of the controversial former President, Jair Bolsonaro, had taken 

a handy lead in the first round of the presidential elections. This led, perhaps, to 

a certain degree of overconfidence among the right-wing challengers. In the end, 

thanks to an enormous effort to increase the turnout, the incumbent President 

pulled through a second-round victory, which didn’t appear close. This has never 

happened in Brazil’s history. For Mr Lula, who turned 81 on Tuesday, this election 

will no doubt be his last. But it will cement his reputation as South America’s 

most influential democratic left-wing politician of the past century. His story, 

from his beginning as a metal-worker, to his time in the trade unions, to victories 

in presidential elections, will inspire left-wingers across the continent, especially 

because much of the rest of it is dominated by the right. 

President Lula’s last election was marred by what amounted to an abortive 

coup attempt launched by Jair Bolsonaro’s allies. Fortunately, there appears to 

be no such effort in progress on this occasion. The challenges for Mr Lula this 

time will be external. It is not his domestic Opposition but global markets that 

will revolt. And United States President Donald Trump has made no secret of 

his sympathy for Mr Bolsonaro, and has already declared that the election to 

him “looked rigged”. Of these two adversaries, the markets are the more con-

cerning at present. Flavio Bolsonaro, in the course of his campaign, stressed 

the poor macroeconomic situation that Brazil was in. The numbers are, indeed, 

worrying. In the four years since Jair Bolsonaro was ousted in 2022, the 

country’s debt-to-gross domestic product ratio has increased from about 72 per 

cent to about 83 per cent. High interest costs and the left’s spending commit-

ments make debt servicing quite hard; and there is no credible path towards 

consolidation that Mr Lula has laid out. 

Unsurprisingly, the surprise news that he had been re-elected caused mar-

kets to fall. The stock market fell almost 14 per cent in one day, hitting the cir-

cuit breaker. Brazil’s currency, the real, fell more than 8 per cent against the 

dollar, its sharpest one-day drop since 2002. Real-denominated 10-year bond 

yields rose by more than 2 percentage points, hitting around 15 per cent. All of 

this deeply complicates Mr Lula’s attempts at stabilisation. He will not want to 

cut spending or benefits, and indeed plans to increase the wages (and thereby 

affect the path of future pensions, worsening the fiscal situation). But he cannot 

raise taxes easily to compensate because his party does not control the legisla-

ture, which has repeatedly resisted any attempt to raise the effective tax rate 

by closing loopholes. 

It is likely, therefore, that if Mr Lula wants to work on his legacy over this term, 

he will look to geopolitics rather than economics. He may well take on the posi-

tion of primary resister to the new Monroe doctrine that has been espoused by 

Mr Trump’s second administration. If so, India should expect a Brazil even more 

committed to counter-mobilisation against the US, and old-style “third-worl-

dism”, than before.

Lula da Silva has multiple challenges

A slower transition can address unanticipated impacts

In July, AI agents undergoing cybersecurity evalu-
ations at OpenAI circumvented restrictions on inter-
net access and compromised systems belonging to 
Hugging Face, an external artificial intelligence (AI) 
platform. The incident highlighted an emerging 
cybersecurity challenge: Increasingly capable AI sys-
tems can identify and exploit vulnerabilities without 
direct human instructions. 

As AI becomes integrated into critical digital infra-
structure, these developments raise questions about the 
adequacy of existing cybersecurity frameworks. With AI 
enabling faster identification and exploitation of vulner-
abilities, cybersecurity regulations must place greater 
emphasis on operational resilience.  

AI is changing the cybersecurity ecosystem in two 
distinct ways. First, it can strengthen cybersecurity 
through vulnerability detection, net-
work monitoring, and automated 
incident response, while enabling 
malicious actors to identify and 
exploit weaknesses more eiciently. 
Second, AI systems themselves intro-
duce vulnerabilities. Techniques such 
as prompt injection can manipulate 
models through untrusted inputs, 
while autonomous agents can access 
external tools, databases, and oper-
ational systems. Weaknesses in the 
controls governing such access could 
have consequences beyond the AI application itself. 

Recent advisories from India’s Computer Emerg-
ency Response Team (CERT-In) demonstrate the rel-
evance of these concerns. In October, CERT-In reported 
incidents of AI agents undergoing evaluation accessing 
systems belonging to Indian organisations without 
authorisation. The affected organisations had not 
detected the intrusions themselves; the incidents were 
disclosed by AI model providers. CERT-In separately 
reported financially motivated campaigns involving 
agentic AI tools, where automation cut the time between 
initial compromise and impact from days to hours. 

Another incident involving India’s digital certifica-
tion provider eMudhra illustrates these challenges. On 
October 17, an independent researcher identified weak 
cryptographic keys associated with eight intermediate 
certificates, potentially using AI-assisted techniques, 
according to eMudhra. The vulnerabilities could have 
allowed attackers to issue fraudulent certificates and 
impersonate legitimate websites, prompting major 

browser providers to block the affected certificates. Sig-
nificantly, the weaknesses had remained undetected 
despite independent audits.  

These incidents highlight an important distinction. 
Many vulnerabilities remain conventional, including 
exposed credentials and inadequate access controls. 
However, AI can speed up their identification and 
exploitation, leaving organisations less time to respond. 
Cybersecurity approaches relying primarily on periodic 
audits, vulnerability assessments and scheduled 
remediation may, therefore, become insuicient. 

India has an established cybersecurity architecture 
comprising legal, institutional and sector-specific 
mechanisms. The Information Technology Act, 2000, 
provides the legislative foundation, with CERT-In serv-
ing as the national agency for cybersecurity incident 

response and National Critical 
Information Infrastructure Protection 
Centre responsible for protecting criti-
cal information infrastructure. 

 CERT-In’s directions also man-
date reporting specified cybersecurity 
incidents within six hours, while the 
National Cyber Coordination Centre 
facilitates threat-intelligence sharing. 
These mechanisms are comple-
mented by cybersecurity require-
ments introduced by sectoral 
regulators. The challenge is to ensure 

that this architecture remains effective against AI-
related threats, particularly as attacks become faster and 
more sophisticated. CERT-In’s May 2026 blueprint rec-
ommends continuous vulnerability management, AI-
aware monitoring and stronger incident-response 
capabilities. However, operational preparedness 
remains uneven. A 2025 study by the Data Security 
Council of India and Palo Alto Networks found that 
nearly 79 per cent of surveyed respondents planned to 
integrate AI into cybersecurity operations, while only 
around 8 per cent reported full integration. 

India’s financial regulators offer examples of how 
cybersecurity principles can be translated into institu-
tional responsibilities and measurable requirements. 
The Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI) directions on IT gov-
ernance establish board-level responsibility for technol-
ogy risks, information security, and business continuity. 
Its cybersecurity directions for non-bank payment 
system operators also address application security, 
third-party dependencies and incident response. The 

RBI’s FREE-AI Committee report adds recommenda-
tions for responsible AI adoption in finance. 

The Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi) 
has adopted a more measurable approach. Its 2024 
Cybersecurity and Cyber Resilience Framework intro-
duced a Cyber Capability Index based on 23 weighted 
parameters, alongside periodic assessments for larger 
regulated entities. It provides for shared security oper-
ations centres to support smaller institutions. More 
recently, Sebi established a task force in response to 
advanced AI vulnerability-detection tools, to coordinate 
threat intelligence, vulnerability management and 
assessment of third-party risks. As AI changes the nature 
of cyber risks, the challenge is to adapt these arrange-
ments rather than build a parallel regulatory system. 
Four priorities follow.  

First, sectoral regulators should require cybersecur-
ity assessments of AI systems deployed in critical sec-
tors, both before deployment and following significant 
updates. These assessments should cover models, con-
nected applications, credentials and agent permissions, 
including testing for unauthorised access and actions. 
CERT-In could develop common testing protocols, with 
independent evaluations for high-risk deployments. 

Second, regulators should add measurable cyber 
resilience indicators to existing compliance require-
ments. Drawing on Sebi’s Cyber Capability Index, 
assessments could track the time taken to detect intru-
sions, contain compromised systems, revoke unauth-
orised access and restore critical services. These should 
be supported by regular simulation exercises and con-
tinuous vulnerability monitoring.  

Third, CERT-In should establish a formal coordina-
tion mechanism with critical infrastructure authorities 
and sectoral regulators. This mechanism could develop 
common standards for classifying and reporting AI-
related cybersecurity incidents, facilitate timely threat-
intelligence sharing and coordinate responses to 
vulnerabilities affecting multiple organisations. Sectoral 
guidelines should also clarify the responsibilities of AI 
developers, deployers and third-party service providers, 
particularly where incidents arise from autonomous AI 
systems or shared technological infrastructure. 

Fourth, India should prioritise operationalising the 
IndiaAI Safety Institute to strengthen cybersecurity test-
ing and evaluation. The Institute could develop 
common standards for assessing vulnerabilities in AI 
models and autonomous agents, and establish shared 
testing facilities. These assessments could inform 
CERT-In and sectoral regulators in developing measur-
able requirements for AI-related cyber resilience. 

India’s forthcoming consultation on AI regulation 
provides an opportunity to assess these issues.  The 
broader lesson is relevant beyond India. Existing 
cybersecurity regulations remain necessary, but their 
effectiveness will increasingly depend on how well 
they account for the changing speed and scale  of 
cyber threats. As AI becomes embedded in critical 
systems, cybersecurity governance must move 
beyond procedural compliance towards ensuring that 
institutions can anticipate, withstand, contain, and 
recover from emerging risks. 
vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv 
The writers are, respectively, former chairman of Sebi 
and associate fellow at Observer Research Foundation

When tariff walls become a ladder
India is roughly 3 per cent of global gross domestic 
product (GDP) but nearly 20 per cent of its popula-
tion. The arithmetic carries a hard truth: India’s next 
phase of growth cannot rely on the domestic market 
alone. It must win market share abroad by building 
businesses that can dominate internationally. 

Paradoxically, Donald Trump’s trade offensive may, 
in fact, be helping. Corporate India is increasingly 
choosing grit over grievance. Exporters are taking the 
shock on the chin, not treating trade friction as an 
impassable wall, but as a mirror reflecting the need for 
structural reform. This baptism by trade 
fire is accelerating a long-overdue shift 
from cheap volume arbitrage towards 
complex manufacturing, scalar capabil-
ities, research & development (R&D) and 
potentially towards proprietary brands. 

The petroleum-refining sector that 
prompted US Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio to call India a “refining superpower” 
is a case in point. It illustrates resilience 
through scale, sophistication and market 
optionality. With capacity of roughly 258 
million tonnes a year, and output capable 
of running above nameplate capacity, 
India imports crude, adds value through complex refin-
ing, and exports diesel, petrol, aviation fuel and naphtha 
to markets including the EU and even Russia. Redirec-
ting cargoes while meeting domestic demand has 
strengthened energy security, foreign-exchange earn-
ings and India’s ability to absorb geopolitical disruption. 

Pharmaceuticals also show the stakes. Washington’s 
proposed framework — a phased duty of 100 per cent 
on imported generic medicines, escalating to 200 per 
cent  — strikes at the economics of an industry that sells 
41 per cent of its generic-formulation exports to the US 
market. Yet, Indian drugmakers are not abandoning the 
world’s largest health care market. The tariff threat has 
made the shift from commodity generics to high-value 
innovation a corporate imperative.  Sun Pharma’s $11.8-
billion acquisition of Organon; Lupin’s commitment of 
$250 million in Florida to local manufacturing and R&D 

are recent examples. Of about $20.5 billion in US invest-
ment pledges announced by Indian leaders at the Selec-
tUSA summit, $19 billion came from pharma. The 
model is moving from exporting to onshore, high-value 
manufacturing and speciality drugs. 

Clean energy tells a similar story. When the US 
imposed a preliminary 126 per cent countervailing 
duty on Indian solar-cell imports, the companies did 
not shrink capacity. They redirected volumes towards 
Europe and West Asia, while using the production-
linked incentive scheme to move into high-eiciency 

modules. Rather than remain dependent 
on raw cell exports, firms are climbing the 
supply chain through module assembly 
and local manufacturing abroad. 

In the second quarter of 2026-27, 
export performance reinforces the 
broader point. Merchandise exports rose 
18 per cent year-on-year (YoY) to $260 bil-
lion, one of the fastest increases since 
2023, while goods-and-services exports 
increased 14 per cent to $476 billion. 
Petroleum-product exports rose 32 per 
cent YoY in September, keeping up its 
stellar growth rate through first half of the 

year. True, there is an element of higher prices 
accounting for a bulk of this growth, as against volume 
increase. Total exports expanded from $498 billion in 
FY21 to a record $863 billion in FY26, with a significant 
pivot from agricultural commodities, gems and tex-
tiles towards technology-intensive production and 
specialised services.  

Importantly, the export basket now looks 
materially different. Electronics that clocked 70 per 
cent YoY growth in September rose from $11 billion in 
FY21 to $48 billion in FY26, lifting its share in merchan-
dise exports from a low single-digit to 10.8 per cent. 
Engineering goods exceed 26 per cent of shipments, 
helping push non-petroleum exports to $388 billion. 

The $421-billion services sector is moving beyond 
routine IT support into consulting, finance and engin-
eering design. Threats of border taxes on cross-border 

data flows and tightening visa rules are dismantling 
the legacy business model of cheap headcount arbi-
trage. The industry heavyweights are transforming 
offshore delivery centres into specialised hubs dedi-
cated to enterprise AI, Cloud architecture, and 
cybersecurity, embedding themselves deeply into 
global corporate infrastructures.  

 To hedge against single-market regulatory 
shocks, tech giants are simultaneously expanding 
nearshore delivery networks across Latam and East-
ern Europe. EU exports reached $86 billion, with 
deeper reach into France, Italy and the Czech Repub-
lic. New corridors across West Africa and Southern 
Africa are carrying pharmaceuticals, automobiles 
and industrial machinery. Trade deals, commercial 
diplomacy and China+1 realignments are reinforcing 
this shift. Agreements with the EU, the UK, Australia, 
New Zealand and Oman widen preferential access for 
goods and open channels for services. 

But tariffs do not automatically create competitive-
ness. They can destroy margins, displace workers and 
expose weak balance sheets. India must use external 
pressure to accelerate reforms it needed anyway — 
namely, lower logistics costs, predictable regulation, 
reliable infrastructure, deeper skills and patient capital. 

The American tariff offensive was meant to assert 
leverage and pull supply chains home. It is instead has-
tening the growth and industrial evolution of America’s 
most consequential democratic global partner. For 
India, doubling from 3 per cent of global GDP and ulti-
mately to 10 per cent, will require more than merely 
exporting more; it will require creating capabilities and 
franchises the world cannot easily replace.  

Indian enterprise should trade volume for value — 
and policymakers must sustain a diversified, multipo-
lar trade architecture. The ultimate irony will then be 
clear: Protectionism intended as a wall will have 
become a ladder, lifting a more resilient India, even if 
belatedly, towards the centre of global commerce. 
vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv 
The writer is group chief economist, L&T.  
The views are personal 

When we think of the architects of inde-
pendent India, we think of giants such as 
Gandhi, Nehru, Patel and others. But they 
were not the only ones who worked tire-
lessly to ensure that India became a sov-
ereign republic. Josy Joseph’s Birth of a 
Nation: The Twenty-One Days that Made 
India peels back the curtain and gives its 
readers a behind-the-scenes look at one 
of the most important chapters of 
nation-building. In the process, it reveals 
the efforts of those unknown, unsung 

heroes who ensured that India escaped 
the fate of Balkanisation, a real threat 
posed due to the ambitions of some of 
the princely states that ruled over a 
quarter of India’s population. 

 Birth of a Nation is the third book by 
Mr Joseph, an investigative journalist, 
and this time he turns his gaze on the 
three weeks leading up to independence 
when the map of India was a fluid entity. 
Through a deep dive into the records at 
the National Archives in New Delhi along 
with private papers, regional archives 
and records in foreign universities, he 
creates a compelling picture of the 21 
days before August 15 that would define 
the future of the nation. Led by V P 
Menon, the protagonists of this story 
were the “faceless civil servants” of the 
newly created States Department who 
became the “frontline soldiers in the 
brewing battle between the princely 

states and those who dreamt of a demo-
cratic India.” They were aided by spies in 
the royal households who shared the 
same dream. 

The story of these 21 days has all the 
ingredients of a thriller and in the hands 
of Mr Joseph it finds a narrator equal to 
the job. The readers are dropped right in 
the middle of action as we witness K C S 
Mani’s assassination attempt on the 
Dewan of Travancore, Sir C P Ramas-
wamy, on the evening of July 25, 1947. 
Determined to secure an independent 
Travancore, Sir C P was a key player in the 
axis involving the other major princely 
states such as Bhopal and Hyderabad 
with similar ambitions. This assassin-
ation attempt played a key role in turning 
the tide in favour of the Indian Union as 
we know it today. From here, Mr Joseph 
doesn’t always proceed linearly, instead 
choosing to take his readers across time 

and place, sometimes in the 
course of a single chapter. We 
travel from region to region, 
witnessing royal intrigues and 
palace conspiracies. along with 
the spies in these royal house-
holds who ensured that the 
news of every princely move 
and manoeuvre reached the 
right quarters. 

In fact, reading about the 
department simultaneously 
dealing with princely states 
such as Travancore, Juna-
gadh, and Hyderabad, along 
with the many big and small 
political fires raging from 
Kohima to Kathiawar, is akin 
to watching multiple pots boil 
at the same time. This to-and-fro nar-
rative structure mirrors the situation at 
hand and works well to convey the sense 
of gravity and urgency of the States 
Department’s job. Despite being set 
during a crucial historical moment,  
Mr Joseph ensures that the book doesn’t 

become a regurgitation of dry 
facts. He brings his readers 
face to face with the key 
players and chooses episodes 
and anecdotes from their lives 
that sustain the narrative 
interest. For instance, he links 
the Bawla murder case of 1925 
to the then 17-year-old Yesh-
want Rao Holkar becoming 
the ruler of Indore. The thril-
ling encounters he chooses, 
such as The Nawab of Bhopal 
pulling a revolver on his 
daughter or the Maharaja of 
Jodhpur drawing a pen pistol 
at V P Menon during a round 
of tense negotiations, also 
demonstrate the princes’ 

mounting desperation. 
The chapter titles help capture the 

reader’s interest too. For instance, the 
chapter that focuses on Yeshwant Rao’s 
abrupt U-turn and attempts to secure 
Indore’s independence is titled “Someday 
My Prince Will Come”. The title draws on 

Holkar’s long periods of absence from his 
kingdom, noting which the British Resi-
dent “joked that the song ‘Someday my 
prince will come’ should be ‘adopted as 
the state’s new anthem’”. Similarly, “Our 
Man in Hyderabad”, which focuses on the 
constantly developing situation in an 
unwilling Nizam’s kingdom along with 
the secret intelligence provided by Raja 
Bahadur S Aravamudu Aiyangar to the 
States Department echoes Graham 
Greene’s Our Man in Havana. 

Though Mr Joseph devotes a lot of 
time to states such as Bhopal, Hyderabad,  
and Junagadh, the final resolution of the 
crises some of them posed falls beyond 
the scope of the 21 days covered here. As a 
result, the book draws to a close at a time 
when though independent, “the Republic 
was still a distant dream” for India. 
Despite this, with its meticulous research 
and engaging writing, Birth of a Nation 
remains an absorbing read. 
vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv 
The reviewer is an independent writer 
and translator

Unsung heroes of the Union of India
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The new rules of cybersecurity
Beyond compliance, regulations must prioritise speed and 
preparedness in responding to threats in the AI age
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T
his year’s South-West Monsoon, which
brings 70 per cent of India’s precipitation,
has been among the worst in three decades.

The season, thanks to a ‘super strong’ El Nino, ended
with precipitation falling short of the long period
average by 12.6 per cent, with 43 per cent of India’s
740 meteorological districts receiving less than 20
per cent of the LPA; in peninsular India, this deficit
was far higher — ranging from 17-32 per cent.

With the onset of rabi season and El
Nino going strong, northern States could
have a warmer, shorter and drier winter;
southern States should be prepared for
erratic weather. This does not augur well
for kharif and rabi output, as the experience
of 2002, 2009 and 2015 (all El Nino years)
informs us. Paddy, soyabean, maize will be
a�ected (rice output possibly by 10 million
tonnes). A dry October implies that soil
moisture and reservoir levels, both already
low, could impact rabi crops. Nearly half of
316 major reservoirs are dry — across
northern, southern and eastern States.
Wheat sowing so far, at 11,000 hectares,
stands at less than half the level in the
year-ago period. Mustard, lentils (masur)
and chana could face stress. In such
conditions, yields could drop; this is
expected with respect to the kharif crop,
even as sowing caught up later to
near-normal levels.

This situation gives rise to questions
regarding economic impact and the steps
that can be taken to alleviate income
squeeze. There is a view that GDP growth
has ‘decoupled’ from monsoon failures. A
paper cited by the Reserve Bank of India in
its latest Monetary Policy Report says that
monsoon failure certainly hurts
agriculture, but not necessarily the
economy as a whole — this is because
non-farm activity accounts for an equal or
larger share of rural incomes. The data for
FY10 and FY16 (El Nino years) may seem
to bear this out, when GDP growth was in
region of 8 per cent despite negligible farm
sector growth. But it would be a bit risky to
bet on the ‘resilience’ of non-farm activity
alone, as the RBI seems to suggest, as there
are other headwinds at work this time —
such as the Iran and Ukraine wars. The
Centre has done well to manage fertilizer
supplies and prices, but in the process
could run up a subsidy that is in excess of
₹2.5 lakh crore, against the budgeted ₹1.7
lakh crore. Nevertheless, both food and
core inflation are ruling firm on global
forces, the former even more so in rural
India.

The higher share of food in the rural
basket implies lower spending capacity.
FMCG volumes reflect this trend, down 2
per cent year-on-year in Q2, with rural
volumes down 5 per cent. Wholesale
tractor sales in September are 18 per cent
below last year’s levels. It is important to
address the demand constraint, including
drought in southern States. The VB-G RAM
G scheme assumes importance. Drought
relief should not run into the usual red tape.
Crop advisories and procurement should
adapt to the situation. In sum, a
pre-emptive response is imperative.

El Nino woes
Fallout of poor monsoon calls for macro policy response
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The politics of oil
The Rubio-Ambani engagement
signals US geopolitical ambitions
aligning with Reliance’s high
commercial reach, enveloping
refining investments, energy security
and AI infrastructure. While the US
advances its energy priorities,
Reliance gains access to
opportunities under its aegis. That
said, we must distinguish corporate
advantage from national interest. A
private conglomerate’s global
expansion cannot, by itself,
constitute strategic gain for the

country. Our commercial choices
must not yield to geopolitical
pressure. Diversifying away from
Russian crude would be prudent only
if alternatives remain competitive
and supply decisions serve our
energy security, not preferences of
others.
R Narayanan
Navi Mumbai

SME platform
With reference to ‘Unwanted push’
(October 27), the proposed changes
in SME IPO norms by the regulator

appear primarily to exercise control
over the unprecedented rush of
small equity issue o�erings and the
influx of big-trading communities,
resulting in unusual trading activity.
However, reducing the minimum
application size and trading lot may
result in subdued gains for small
investors. From the issuer’s point of
view, increasing the minimum
number of allottees to secure full
subscription may pose a greater risk
in a volatile market scenario. 
Sitaram Popuri
Bengaluru

Anthropic’s IPO
This refers to ‘Anthropic flags
‘existential risks’ in long awaited IPO
filing’ (October 27). 
Anthropic’s IPO filing has highlighted
the potential risks that its AI
technology may pose to humanity —
a scenario in which the servant
becomes the master. By going
through its financial performance
during the first six months in 2026,
Anthropic might have narrowed the
net loss margin as compared to the
same period last year but it has been
striving to achieve positive operating

cash flow amid intense competition
from OpenAI and Google — a
positive signal for potential
investors.
At a time when financial experts are
increasingly talking about AI bubbles,
investors — both institutional and
retail — across the world are keenly
awaiting the debut of Anthropic’s
IPO. A lacklustre debut would not
only pose significant risks to
investors but also serve as a warning
signal for the broader AI industry.
S Lakshminarayanan
Ko Puvanur & Post, TN
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T
o realise the vision of ‘Insurance
for All by 2047’, the Insurance
and Regulatory Development

Authority of India (IRDAI) must align
incentives across the ecosystem —
including the insured, insurers,
intermediaries, actuaries and
re-insurers with predictable and
principles-based interventions to
correct market failures.

The recent IRDAI consultation paper
on recalibrating distribution economics
must pass this test. 

Over the past 25 years, insurance has
broadened as well as deepened, thanks
to re-entry of private players and
increasingly conducive regulations.
However, population-scale
universalisation remains a challenge
with penetration of life insurance at 2.7
per cent and non-life at just 1 per cent.
However, the success in telecom,
banking and payment demonstrates that
it is not impossible to achieve.

Insurance business must deal with
sudden outflows in crisis situations —
the Covid-19 pandemic, for instance —
even as revenues are incremental.
Hence, the regulator must avoid sending
shock waves by proposing to dismantle
the regulatory sca�olding erected just
three years back in 2023 before which

similar, albeit not the same, granular
caps prevailed. Such regulatory flip-flops
only imbue anxiety and uncertainty,
deterring investments both by the
incumbents and the newcomers.

A principles-based regulation allows
flexibility within the broad contours,
thereby fostering choice, competition
and innovation. However, the proposed
regulation is overtly prescriptive and
may lead to the unintended
consequences of picking certain
business models as winners through
asymmetric incentives, while chilling
innovation. Inevitably, it would not only
place disproportionate compliance
burden on the participants but also
overstretch the enforcement
mechanism.

ONE-SIZE DOESN’T FIT ALL

Distribution within the insurance sector
is diverse, not just dispersed. A customer
actively seeking an intermediary for
advice, information, negotiation and
comparative analysis is in a di�erent
boat from someone being o�ered a
bundled insurance alongside a loan or an
investment — the latter being more
susceptible to mis-selling under an
almost captive situation fraught with
conflict of interest.

Hence, precision targeting would
indeed boost consumer welfare, without
inadvertently weakening channels

where the customer is actively seeking
or reaching out for specialist counsel not
just at the time of purchase but, more
importantly, for claims settlement.
Weakening such distribution channels
may inadvertently compromise the very
protection that insurance provides.

The regulator underscores the need
for compensation and incentives for the
distributors even as it hopes for
potential reduction in premium rates on
account of reduced distribution costs.
These assumptions seem premised on a
linear logic without considering that a
deliberate action to press down a
waterbed creates a bulge elsewhere.

The granular caps prior to the 2023
reform had led to complex workarounds
by way of alternative payments.
Considering that the cost of customer

acquisition and service is not a direct
function of the regulatory sub-caps on
distribution payments, it creates
perverse incentives for less transparent
mechanisms that pre-existed — turning
the clock back, well, almost.
Unwittingly, this may slow down the
availability and accessibility in smaller
towns and villages where the gap is
sharpest, as brought out in the recent EY
research proposing pathways for
continuous protection, moving beyond
episodic claims.

Reduction in premium should not
lead to shrinking choices and reduced
value to the customers — including the
corporates who often depend on
specialised advice and help in choice and
negotiation, tailored to their
requirements. Besides IRDAI, there is
CCI to mitigate abuse of dominance and
cartelisation.

Poor earnings prospects for the
distribution would have a deleterious
impact on employment in the sector,
running counter to one of the regulatory
intents.

Universalisation and customer
welfare are important, but the current
proposals have the long-term
implications to create perverse
incentives against value-added
distribution. 

The writer is a public policy expert. Views are personal

Insurance distribution overhaul requires rethink 

Deepak Maheshwari

INSURANCE. Has broadened and
deepened over the yearsGETTY IMAGES

Distribution within the insurance sector is diverse. A one-size-fits-all regulation could hurt consumers
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I
t should serve as a serious
wake-up call that the first alarm
about the security breach did not
come from the Indian
organisations whose systems had

been accessed without authorisation. It
came from the companies whose AI
agents had accessed them. In a critical
advisory issued on October 15, 2026,
CERT-In revealed that AI agents sent
out for research and testing had
exceeded their authorised tasks, reached
live systems and read business records
containing personal data and
confidential information. 

Even before this information got
digested, news emerged on October 21,
when Wiz researchers disclosed
PHP2Shell, a set of critical
vulnerabilities in PHP, the programming
language powering an estimated 70 per
cent of websites worldwide, sending
chills down the spine of cyber ecosystem
worldwide. Meanwhile, in a parallel
world, cybercriminals are using
AI-driven tools to compress attacks that
once took days into a matter of hours.
Are organisations ready to deal with the
emerging challenge?The warning is
stark: the cybersecurity challenge is no
longer just who can break into a system,
but what autonomous software can do
once it gets inside and whether anyone
can stop it in time.

The findings raise questions that
extends beyond technology: first, when
software acts beyond its authorised
purpose, who is accountable; and
second, can the organisation intervene
before the consequences escalate?

The incidents described by CERT-In
involved familiar weaknesses, including
exposed credentials, insecure
application configurations and excessive
cloud permissions. In the research and
evaluation cases disclosed by model
developers, the a�ected organisations
did not independently detect the
unauthorised access. Separately,

CERT-In identified financially
motivated campaigns through forensic
analysis and proactive threat hunting.

Letting an AI agent go beyond its
permissions during testing is not the
same as a criminal deliberately using AI
to break into systems. The intent is
di�erent, and the distinction matters.
But both incidents point to the same
underlying problem: AI can turn a small
security weakness into a serious breach
before anyone has time to respond.

ANTI-AGENT TRISHUL

But here is the interesting fact. The same
AI capabilities that lower the barrier to
exploitation can help defenders uncover
deeply buried flaws and validate fixes
before attackers exploit them. For
India’s digital ecosystem, AI-assisted
security testing must become a routine
defensive capability.

In the malicious campaign examined
by CERT-In, AI helped compress the
journey from breaking into a system to
causing damage from days into hours.
Thus security procedures built around
the assumption that people will have
time to intervene may no longer be
enough.

The answer is not to treat every AI
agent as a threat. These tools can make
organisations more productive and help
security teams do their jobs better. But
the freedom to act must come with clear
limits, e�ective safeguards and a way to
intervene when things go wrong. Here is
where a three-pronged strategy, which
could be called the “Anti-Agent Trishul”,
o�ers a practical way to address this
challenge: accountability, containment
and rapid response.

First, accountability: every AI agent
must have someone answerable for its
actions.

Organisations should know who is
responsible for each agent, what it is
meant to do and where its authority

ends. They should also be able to
establish what the agent accessed, which
actions it took and whether it strayed
beyond its brief. This calls for practical
safeguards: give agents access only to
what they need, use credentials that
expire rather than remain active
indefinitely, and review machine
identities as carefully as those of human
users. If something goes wrong, the
organisation must be able to establish
who authorised the agent, what
permissions it had and what it actually
did.

Second, containment: security rules
must be built into systems, not left in
policy documents.

An instruction telling an AI agent not
to access a sensitive system is not
enough. Organisations must ensure that
the agent cannot reach it in the first
place unless that access is specifically
authorised. AI agents used for research,
experiments and testing should operate
in isolated environments, cut o� from
live systems by default. Real customer
records, sensitive business information
and live access credentials should be
kept out of their reach.

Third, rapid response: organisations
must be able to act as quickly as the
threat.

When an agent behaves suspiciously,
security teams should not have to work
out from scratch how to stop it. There
must be clear procedures to suspend the
agent, revoke its access, isolate a�ected
systems and prevent further activity.
That also means keeping a close watch
on what agents actually do: which
systems they contact, what information
they access, what commands they run
and what changes they make. 

Senior management and boards have
a role here, too. They must decide in
advance who has the authority to shut
down an AI agent immediately when the
risk warrants it. In a fast-moving attack,
waiting for several layers of approval
could be the di�erence between
containing a breach and allowing it to
spread.

The principle behind the Anti-Agent
Trishul is simple: know who controls the
agent, limit what it can reach, and be
ready to stop it. As AI moves from

answering questions to taking action
inside organisational systems, these
three safeguards must become part of
the basic architecture of cybersecurity.

Preparedness must be demonstrated
through exercises, not simply
documented in policies

Fourth, human oversight must be
proportionate to risk. Requiring
approval for every automated action
would undermine the benefits of AI;
granting unrestricted authority would
be equally imprudent. Routine,
reversible tasks may be automated
within defined limits. Significant
financial transfers, production-system
changes and large-scale movement of
sensitive data warrant stronger
authorisation and independent
verification. 

These measures belong within
enterprise risk management,
procurement, internal audit and
business continuity planning.
Cybersecurity can no longer be treated
exclusively as the responsibility of the IT
department.

For India, the implications extend
across finance, telecommunications,
manufacturing, public services and
critical infrastructure. As organisations
become more interconnected, an agent’s
actions may create consequences
beyond the enterprise that deployed it.
Governance must therefore encompass
third-party access, cloud services and
supply-chain dependencies.

This requires collaboration between
industry, regulators and cybersecurity
institutions, building on existing
security requirements rather than
creating fragmented compliance
obligations.

India does not need to choose
between innovation and security. It
must ensure that the authority granted
to autonomous systems is matched by
the ability to observe, constrain and,
when necessary, stop them.

When code begins to govern
operational decisions, the responsibility
to govern that code becomes
indispensable.

The writer, an IPS O�cer, is a Director General of Police
in Tamil Nadu. Views are personal

When AI agents
wreak havoc

For India’s digital
ecosystem, AI-assisted
security testing must
become a routine
defensive capability

COLLABORATIVE ACTION. India’s AI security challenge is no longer
just about protecting systems, but about governing autonomous action

SANDEEP MITTAL
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H
eadline writers are going
to have a di�cult time
on the night of

November 3 as the results of the
mid-terms start coming in. 

Is it going to be a Democratic
comeback, wave, tsunami? Or is
President Donald Trump going
to have the last laugh? 

As the race for Congress gets
into the final stretch, the
contests are becoming tighter,
nastier and downright ugly.

Media reports and
commentaries generally portray
Democrats as being upbeat,
perhaps even a bit smug from a
raft of polls that are showing
their party in an advantageous
position in the House of
Representatives, with perhaps
even a fair shot at getting back
the majority in the Senate. 

In both chambers the Grand
Old Party holds a four-seat
majority — 218 to 214 in the
House with two vacancies, and
53 to 47 in the Senate.

EARLY INDICATIONS

Early voting data indicate some
23 million Americans have
already cast their votes — higher
than in 2018 and 2022 — with
key battleground states putting
out impressive numbers. If
Michigan and Ohio have close to
one million votes cast, Georgia
and North Carolina have topped
the million mark; Florida
accounted for 2.2 million votes,
and Texas close to a staggering 3
million. It is said that registered
Democrats account for 45 per
cent of early ballots cast as
opposed to 30 per cent for
Republicans. And 57 million
Americans have asked for mail-in
voting ballots as opposed to 22
million in 2022.

Democrats are said to be
riding on a 10-point advantage,
nationally driven in part by
concerns of the cost of living and
the economic fallout of the war
with Iran. But this has not
stopped Democrats from
competing with the Republicans
over the last two weeks in a
last-ditch attempt to wrest or
hold on to what they have in the
Senate. 

It is believed that some $300
million has been pumped into
ads for some 10 of the most
competitive seats. 

If in extremely tight races like
Texas, the Republican spending
machine has not hesitated to
throw additional money, it has
not hesitated from pulling back
on spending in places like North
Carolina. 

It is not just Texas where

Democrats are giving
Republicans a run for their
money. Suddenly, the GOP is
showing signs of jitters in Ohio,
Alaska, Maine, Iowa and Kansas,
all deep red states or ones that
Trump won handily in 2024. And
signs of nervousness are
emerging in states like Nebraska,
South Carolina and Mississippi,
as well as in Minnesota where
there was hope of flipping a blue
state. The Democrats are seeing a
tough battle in Georgia and New
Hampshire. 

In Michigan, a nasty campaign
is getting nastier by the day with
the Egyptian American candidate
Abdul El-Sayed fighting o� links
to Osama bin Laden and the
Muslim Brotherhood.

Republicans are also fighting
history in that a President’s party
hardly does well in the mid-terms
with rare exceptions in recent
memory — Presidents Bill
Clinton in his second term and
George Bush in his first held their
ground. But even these two lost
54 seats in 1994 and 30 seats in
2006, respectively. 

President Barack Obama in
2010 lost 63 seats in the House,
described by himself as a
“shellacking”, and President
Trump lost 41 House seats in
2018. 

Hoping for history to be kinder
this time around, Republicans
are said to be bracing for the
worst in the House; and
Democratic leadership’s worries
must be on holding on to their
own in the event of a win.

In the midst of all the
mid-term blues, there is renewed
fear of fresh hostilities breaking
out in the Middle East anytime
with intelligence reports
speaking of Iran preparing for
major attacks on American
interests in the region; and
Trump, after ruling out major
operations until after the
mid-terms are out of the way, is
now talking of a “Mini Epic
Fury”. 

The writer is a senior journalist who has
reported from Washington DC on North
America and United Nations

The mid-term test

Sridhar Krishnaswami

TRUMP. Under pressure REUTERS

It’s advantage Democrats in the US polls

October 28, 2006

Air India, Indian merger may add Rs 1,200 cr to kitty 
The proposed merger of Air India and Indian, which is to be fully completed
within the next 2-3 years, is likely to add around Rs 1,200 crore to the
bottomline of the new entity through synergies between the two airlines. 

Hewlett-Packard drops SEZ plan
The initial enthusiasm among the industry to set up special economic zones
seems to be waning, with many companies now realising that establishing a
zone is not a cakewalk despite tax benefits and other facilities. While the Board
of Approvals for SEZ in the Commerce Ministry has so far formally approved
236 proposals, a few of these companies have come back to the Ministry
expressing their in ability to set up the zones.

Radio Mid-Day moves SC against tribunal ruling
Radio Mid-Day West (India) Ltd said it has filed a petition in the Supreme Court
last Fri day appealing the Telecom Disputes Settlement & Appel late Tribunal’s
(TDSAT) judgment requiring that its radio station shift its broadcast frequency
from 92.5 FM to 94.3 FM in Mumbai. The petition is yet to come up for hearing,
the Courts being on holiday.

thehindubusinessline.

TWENTY YEARS AGO TODAY.

ACROSS

01. Not complicated (6)

04. A kedge or killick (6)

09. Slight hint, intimation (7)

10. Amulet (5)

11. Be acquainted with (4)

12. In good health (4)

13. Laying bird (3)

15. Received; worked, as graft (4)

16. Land measurement (4)

19. Remove stones from olives (3)

21. Classic farewell; valley (4)

22. Nut flavouring a soft drink (4)

24. Let one believe (5)

25. Vermouth; dry cocktail (7)

26. Long harangue (6)

27. To control, direct (6)

DOWN

01. Place beyond which

progress can't be made (8-5)

02. Manage to see (4,3)

03. Beast's lying-place (4)

05. String of pearls, for

example (8)

06. Barren, open country (5)

07. Expostulation, strong

protest (13)

08. To be in harmony (5)

14. Carried, transmitted (8)

17. Likely to arouse 

feelings (7)

18. Visible sign of burning (5)

20. Habitual drinker (5)

23. Group of three (4)

ACROSS

01. An uncomplicated sort of medicinal plant (6)

04. This man, on TV show, should keep one to bed (6)

09. A hint of its link with gin maybe (7)

10. It takes carbon to damage one's power of fascination (5)

11. Be conversant with a king at the present time (4)

12. It is a healthy source of oil (4)

13. At that time there was no time for a layer (3)

15. Accepted, also, by the head of 11 (4)

16. Some land to be taken care of (4)

19. Mine is the place for the theatre musicians (3)

21. How the Romans said farewell to this place of tears (4)

22. Is nuts about making a soft drink (4)

24. Hint that I am to work at my trade (5)

25. Bird one must follow to get a cocktail (7)

26. An angry outburst from one involved in commerce (6)

27. Rule that's finished in German, first and last (6)

DOWN

01. Staying with broken piton if there's no progress

beyond it (8-5)

02. Discern how to get by (4,3)

03. Rail about having a place to hang out (4)

05. Piece of jewellery setting the tyre alight (8)

06. Erica may be seen in the open countryside (5)

07. Making of a strong protest to mariners, 

not to be altered (13)

08. It may suit one to say yes (5)

14. Carried CD, envoy could have used English 

for it (8)

17. Tending to arouse feelings for me, I vote for it (7)

18. Old as the appearance of fire in a previous love (5)

20. Drunkard taking last of carafe 

(port, it could be) (5)

23. Or it might be a piece three can play (4)

EASY

ACROSS 1. Capacity 7. Taiga 8. Lateral 9. Leotard 10. Over 12. Rigidly 14. Precise 17. Eten 18. Plaudit 21. Implant 22. Caste 23. Deflated

DOWN 1. Callow 2. Patience 3. Care 4. Tiller 5. Pica 6. Tawdry 7. Thought 11. Spindle 13. Distrait 14. Papacy 15. Entire 16. United 19. Apse 20. Opal

BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2765

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2764

NOT SO EASY

T
he western Indian port city
of Jamnagar in Gujarat was
recently in the news as US
Secretary of State Marco
Rubio made an

unprecedented visit there.
Rubio’s visit has to do less with India

and more to do with the Trump
administration’s domestic compulsions,
or more precisely, its domestic oil needs.

After meeting Foreign Minister S
Jaishankar and business leaders in
Mumbai, Rubio visited Jamnagar, home
to the giant oil
refinery-cum-petrochemical plant
owned by Reliance Industries Ltd (RIL).

Rubio's visit to Jamnagar is being seen
as a nod to India's refining prowess.
Reliance's 1.4 million barrels a day
complex is the world's largest single-site
refinery.

Analysts see Rubio’s visit as an
example of Trump’s transactional
approach to foreign policy, where deal
making takes precedence. 

However, the reality could be
di�erent. 

US PUMP PRICES

Data indicate that the US’s diesel
inventories are tight, with prices
shooting up before the crucial midterm
elections. Jamnagar exports millions of
tonnes of diesel to the US and Europe.
Hence, any disruption would impact US
pump prices.

After America’s intervention in
Venezuela, the US has a lot of heavy
Venezuelan crude. Only a few refineries
in the world, which includes Jamnagar,
can process it. Besides, Reliance has in
the past turned Venezuelan crude into
refined products.

After threatening India with punitive
sanctions for buying Russian oil, Rubio
has now said that India has made
substantial progress in diversifying its
oil supply sources. 

What has changed is not India’s
stance, but America’s necessity.

How does the Russian and

Venezuelan discounts compare? 
Crude discounts are largely

commercially negotiated and remain
trade-sensitive information, so actual
transaction-level discounts are not
readily available. Moreover, discounts
alone do not determine refining
margins, as freight, crude quality,
processing complexity and product
yields all play an important role.

According to Sumit Ritolia, Senior
Manager – Modelling at Kpler, “In
general, Venezuelan crude has been
among the cheapest feedstocks available
to Indian refiners, followed historically
by discounted Russian barrels and then
other conventional crude grades.”

However, the economics have
changed considerably in recent months,
he said adding Russian crude has now
become one of the more expensive
options on a delivered basis, primarily
due to elevated freight costs, which have

significantly eroded its earlier pricing
advantage.

This shift is encouraging Indian
refiners to increasingly look towards
Middle Eastern grades. Venezuelan
crude, meanwhile, continues to remain
among the cheapest options.

India’s refining competitiveness does
not depend entirely on discounted
crude, but also on its complex refining
infrastructure, ability to process
di�erent crude grades, high utilisation
rates and access to international product
markets. So, the concern is not just the
cost of replacing Russian crude, but
supply security. While refining margins
and crude discounts have gone through
di�erent cycles, Russian barrels have
remained a consistent and significant
part of India's crude import basket.
More importantly, crude procurement is
planned well in advance, with deals
typically concluded 8-12 weeks before
delivery.

REFINERY POLITICS

So India, after being chastised for buying
Russian oil, is now being courted for its
refining prowess. India is the world’s
fourth-largest refiner, heading to 6.66
million barrels a day by 2032, which can

be a crucial leverage. Reliance’s promise
to invest in a new refinery in Texas —
the first in the US in 50 years — is proof
of Indian capital shaping American
energy security.

In IT, India was basically a service
provider. So is India’s refining prowess
elevating it to a ‘superpower’ status
where it can be a price setter? 

India’s refining capacity expansion is
primarily driven by growing domestic
demand, although exports will remain
an important part of its downstream
strategy. India remains one of the
fastest-growing major oil-consuming
economies, with strong demand growth
expected across transportation fuels,
aviation and petrochemicals.

The world wants India to be a refiner.
The West wants India to burn carbon,
handle volatile crude, while it pursues its
clean energy agenda. Also, our net-zero
costs go up, theirs goes down.

Reliance also has to account for
sanctions risks. If Venezuela politics
shifts or Russia sanctions tighten,
Jamnagar can become a pressure point.
And the Texas refinery may become a
white elephant. While geopolitical
debates persist, a more critical question
emerges — if shifts in the US policy
disrupt the global oil supply or trigger
new tari� threats, can public sector
refiners handle the sudden loss of
discounted Russian crude? Or is RIL the
only player agile enough to pivot?

Concurrently, India's role as a major
diesel exporter to the US, Europe, and
Africa faces a looming headwind. The
European Union’s Carbon Border
Adjustment Mechanism, set for full
implementation in 2026–2027,
threatens to turn India's refining
superpower status into a costly liability
if carbon taxes are levied on every
exported barrel.

So the crucial question here is: is the
government’s target of expanding
refining capacity to 450 MMTPA
compatible with its long-term net-zero
commitments, or is the nation
systematically investing in future
stranded assets? Before committing
further capital, Indian policymakers
must address these structural risks to
secure the country's long-term energy
sovereignty.

Is India to be world’s oil refiner? 

OIL STRATEGY. India’s refining capacity makes it a key player in the global oil market

India is the world’s
fourth-largest refiner,
heading to 6.66 million
barrels a day by 2032, which
can be a crucial leverage

Rubio’s visit to Jamnagar was driven by US energy compulsions. But it also raises a few di�cult questions for India

RICHA MISHRA

CAPITAL
IDEAS.
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There is extravagance. And then there is extravagance that

knows precisely when to stop. Sabyasachi Mukherjee’s Diwali

party at New York’s Metropolitan Museum of  Art on Oct 21

belonged to the second category. With Rani Mukerji, Masaba

Gupta and other glittering guests, the Durga Pujo Dashami

celebrations hosted by Kolkata boy Sabyasachi demonstrated

that Indian opulence need neither apologise for itself, nor be-

have like a Big Fat Bollywood wedding.

Sabyasachi’s internationalism comes with Indian character-

istics. His aesthetics organically carries India without packa-

ging it as exotica, or worse, ‘ethnic’. A logical sequel suggests

itself. Having taken Durga Pujo/Diwali to NYC, why not bring

Christmas to Kolkata, the designer’s ho-

metown, this December? And where bet-

ter than the 19th-c. neoclassical expanse of

Marble Palace, built in 1835 by Raja Raj-

endra Mullick, a Bengali merchant with a

penchant for collecting works of  art from

across the world, and whose magnificent

central courtyard, acanthus-topped pil-

lars, and historic thakur dalan (altar) offer a setting that could

make Manhattan’s finest party planners blink?

The mansion embodies what Sabyasachi once described as

maximalism — ‘…the secret to maximalism is restraint. That

tension must be present because true maximalism is not chaos; it

is clarity — a placement with purpose.’ A Christmas tree amid

the mansion’s forest of  classical marble statues, original Rubens,

Renoir and Raja Ravi Varma, chandeliers illuminating with aris-

tocratic splendour, carols jugalbandi-ing with champagne clinks

in the famous jalsaghar (music room), plum pudding fraterni-

sing with nolen gurer sandesh. Even St Nicholas will be obliged

to exchange his regulation red for a Sabyasachi brocade coat.

Sabya, Now Christmas
At Marble Palace?

Satya Nadella recently sought a reset in the safety archi-

tecture for AI because he doesn’t believe the technology

can make itself  safer as it scales. Sam Altman feels the wor-

ld must act before it loses critical control over autonomo-

us agents. Anthropic has warned in a filing for a massive

IPO that advanced AI could pose catastrophic or existen-

tial risks to humanity. AI agents have broken out of  con-

trolled environments, acted as coordinated swarms and

attacked external platforms. All without human authori-

sation. The big fear among tech leaders is that recursive

self-improvement is not being matched by AI’s alignme-

nt with human values despite its superhuman capabiliti-

es. Although not a Frankenstein moment yet, investors

pouring billions of  dollars into the IPOs of  SpaceX, An-

thropic and eventually OpenAI must heed the caution.

The kids in the chemistry lab are asking adults to be arou-

nd. That would mean governments as

well as investors.

Safety protocols are straightforward.

Slow the pace of  development of  front-

ier AI models and have the process au-

dited by external evaluators. And build

a global oversight model like that for

nuclear testing to ensure safety. Neith-

ercourse is easy. Companies building AI models with vast

amounts of  investor money will find it difficult to give up

their competitive advantage. If  the big boys do agree, they

will have to convince governments not to fall behind in

the AI arms race. A global response along the lines of  the

nuclear non-proliferation regime has its limitations. It op-

erates after the genie has left the bottle. Yet, these are the

best defence mechanisms we have for a technology that

poses existential risks. Its development must be supervi-

sed. Voluntary restraint is called for from technology dev-

elopers, lawmakers and investors.

Controlled development of  AI may be less disruptive

for society, which will have a longer time to adapt to its ca-

pabilities. AI will not be left unsupervised, and humans

need time to acquire the required skills.

AI Kids Need Adult
Eyes in the Lab
Slow pace of development of frontier models

Panama City, Panama: In the week
leading up to the second round of
elections on Oct 25, the most popular
hashtag on Brazilian social media was
#LulaVaiVirar, a rallying cry pro-
claiming that ‘Lula will turn things
around’ after trailing in the first round.
This was accompanied by massive
rallies, drawing as many as 3 mn people
across São Paulo’s Avenida Paulista
and Rio de Janeiro’s Copacabana, to
display their support for Luiz Inácio
‘Lula’ da Silva, an octogenarian, 3-time
president running for office yet again.

To many, this last-ditch effort seemed
implausible, as Lula received 2.2 mn
fewer votes than his opponent Flávio
Bolsonaro in the first round on Oct 4.
All major pundits and pollsters fore-
cast a Bolsonaro win. But the massive
swell of  street supporters and social
media traction ultimately made the
difference. Lula has now become the
first-ever Brazilian presidential
candidate to win the run-off  after
trailing in the first round, doing so by
acomfortable margin of  4.4 mn votes.

Lula’s victory is a testament to his
adaptive political spirit. He lost the
first 3 elections he contested in 1989,

1994 and 1998. Since then, he has
moderated and compromised when
necessary, even if  begrudgingly so,
and has been elected president in 2002,
2006, 2022 and 2026. He has evolved
with each election.

In 2022, he partnered a former
opposition candidate he defeated at
the ballot box in 2006, the pro-business
Geraldo Alckmin. In 2026, Lula put his
faith in André Janones, a millennial
congressman from Minas Gerais.
Janones transformed Lula’s digital
communications strategy, epitomised
by the WhatsApp channel ‘Ejército de
Lula’ (Lula’s Army) that amassed 10.7
mn followers in less than 3 weeks.

This complemented the massive
street mobilisations that Lula’s Wor-
kers’ Party (known as ‘PT’ in Portugue-
se) is known for and helped increase
voter turnout. Janones also turned
around Lula’s fortunes in Minas
Gerais, helping him win the state after

trailing by 5% in the first round.
Fittingly, both Alckmin and Janones
were handed the microphone during
Lula’s victory speech, with Alckmin
entrusted yet again with serving as V-P.

Lula’s victory has implications
beyond Planalto, Brazil’s presidential
palace. Notably, Lula can now appoint
4new justices to Brazil’s Supreme
Federal Court. The government’s
power, however, will be kept in check
by the right-wing opposition’s control
of  Brazil’s Congress, where Bolsona-
ro’s Liberal Party has the largest
share in the Chamber of  Deputies and
the Senate. The opposition could stall
reforms or even call for the impeach-
ment of  Lula’s allies in the apex court.

While the opposition will keep the
government on its toes, Brazil has a long
history of  centrist parties (Centrão)
working with both sides of  the aisle to
pass important reforms, and Lula is
known as an effective dealmaker.

The economy poses an additional
challenge: Bolsonaro’s loss has had an
immediate impact on market and
investor sentiment, with the Brazilian
real falling 11% and the stock market
crashing 17% the day after the election.

Outside Brazil, Lula’s victory has
sent ripples globally, particularly in
Latin America. The win represents a
symbolic victory against what some
call a ‘conservative wave’ of  govern-
ments that have been elected in the
region recently.

Right-wing leaders who ideological-
ly oppose Lula, including those in
Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador,

Panama, Paraguay and Peru, all
congratulated him promptly. Only
Argentina’s and El Salvador’s presi-
dents have yet to do so.

Only a couple of  hours after the
results were announced, Narendra
Modi congratulated his ‘dear friend’
Lula on a ‘remarkable re-election
victory’, pledging to ‘further deepen
and expand the multifaceted India-
Brazil Strategic Partnership’.

Although many Indians unfamiliar
with the Latin American region tend
to associate Brazil’s relationship with
New Delhi with BRICS and G20, the
India-Brazil bilateral relationship is
significant and stands on its own.

In fact, India’s exports to Brazil
surpass those to Japan, South Korea,
Russia and Canada. More than 200
Indian companies operate in Brazil,
investing as much as $15 bn. Brazil is
India’s third-largest destination global-
ly for upstream oil investments. Like
most strategic partnerships, India-
Brazil relations will continue to grow
regardless of  the ideology of  the
government in power in either country.

This election will be remembered for
many things. But one fact buried in
the news probably deserves more
attention: a labour politician who
spent half  a century rallying people
behind him finally decided to focus on
the digital world, buying his first-ever
smartphone only last week. This
reminds us that future elections will
likely be won or lost on social media.

The writer is co-founder, Consilium Group

AWin That Defied All Odds

GOAAAAL!

Hari Seshasayee

France’s Undeniable
Right to Riot, & Rest
France has long understood something that lesser civilisa-

tions struggle to grasp — even revolution must respect offi-

ce hours. French rioters may storm barricades, torch cars,

and confront riot police with admirable professional com-

mitment. But expecting them to continue without break

would constitute an intolerable assault on work-life balan-

ce. The republic has standards.

Unlike ordinary protesters, who can ‘leisurely’ wave placar-

ds and shout slogans, rioters perform physically demand-

ing labour. Looting stores, overturning vehicles and main-

taining an adequate supply of  combustible material can be

exhausting. Surely, nobody expects a respectable French ri-

oter to work through lunch? Indeed, occupational risks in-

clude tear gas, bruised knuckles, police batons and setting

fire to one’s own Peugeot. Appropriate hydration breaks sh-

ould be mandatory. There is also the question of  overtime.

Should a riot extend beyond the statutory working day, par-

ticipants deserve compensatory leave. Weekend insurrec-

tions should attract double rates. Night-time arson might

qualify for additional hardship allowances. France’s geni-

us lies in reconciling revolutionary fervour with bourgeois

comfort. The barricades may rise but lunch remains sacro-

sanct. After all, the French did not overthrow the ancien ré-

gime merely to replace it with an unreasonable line manager.

Anarchy need not mean giving up
on inviolable work-life balance

JUST IN JEST

I
s AI crowding out other invest-
ments? Paul Krugman recently
wrote that it is ‘crowding out oth-
er potential uses of  capital’. At
first glance, data appear to sup-

port his argument. US hyperscalers
like Amazon, Google and Microsoft
are pouring unprecedented sums into
AI with capex expected to reach $800
bn in 2026. Yet, overall investment has
barely budged.

A Federal Reserve Bank of  New
York study estimates that gross domes-
tic investment in the US accounted
for 21.3% of  GDP in the 5 yrs befo-
re Covid. Since 2022, when
companies began investing
heavily in AI, the share has
edged up to just 21.5%.

So, to conclude from these
data that AI is crowding out
other investments is misleading.

The argument assumes the econo-
my has a limited pool of  capital and
every dollar invested in AI is a dollar
unavailable to other sectors. For an
open economy like the US, this as-
sumption is highly questionable. Capi-
tal can flow in from abroad, and higher
expected returns can attract additio-
nal financing rather than simply redi-
rect existing funds.

The argument also rests on a dis-
tinction between AI and non-AI invest-
ments that becomes increasingly diffi-
cult to sustain if  AI is, indeed, the
transformative technology its propo-
nents claim it to be. AI is not just anot-
her sector competing with healthcare,
education, manufacturing and agri-
culture for investment dollars. Its pro-
mise lies precisely in its ability to
transform these sectors.

If  AI raises productivity across the
economy, spending on AI cannot be ne-
atly separated from investment in the
industries that benefit from it. The dis-
tinction may make sense in accoun-

ting statements. But it becomes less
useful when assessing the broader eco-
nomic consequences of  that spending.

Consider healthcare. If  AI makes
surgery more precise, reduces medi-
cal errors and enables better diagno-
ses, investment in AI would also be an
investment in healthcare’s productive
capacity. Elon Musk has gone further,

predicting that AI and humanoid
robots will revolutionise me-

dicine, making the best he-
althcare virtually free and
superior to what even world
leaders receive today.

Musk may be exaggerat-
ing. Whether or not his vision material-
ises, the underlying point stands: value
of  AI investment may ultimately be re-
alised in sectors far removed from the
companies developing the technology.

The same applies to education. If  AI
enables personalised instruction and
improves learning outcomes, invest-
ment in AI is also an investment in
education. If  it helps farmers apply

fertiliser more precisely, reducing
waste and raising yields, it is contribu-
ting to agricultural productivity. And
if  it helps manufacturers produce mo-
re with fewer resources, AI spending is
also an investment in manufacturing.

The real question, therefore, is not
whether AI is crowding out non-AI in-
vestment, but whether AI can make in-
vestment across the economy more
productive. If  it does, today’s apparent
trade-off  between AI and other sectors
would be dead wrong. What looks like
adiversion of  investment from health-
care, education or agriculture could,
instead, be the financing of  technolo-
gies that transform those very sectors.

True, an open economy does not eli-
minate crowding out altogether. Even
when capital is available globally, AI
investment will compete for workers,
land, electricity, construction capacity
and other scarce resources. It can also
raise financing costs if  it increases de-
mand for funds faster than the supply
of  savings responds.

Yet, nor does a constant invest-
ment-to-GDP ratio prove that AI

has displaced other investment.
That would require evidence about

what investment would have been in
its absence. But judging AI investment

solely by how much it adds to aggre-
gate investment risks missing the

bigger picture. The ultimate test is not
how much money goes into AI but how
much value it creates beyond AI itself.

What is clearer, however, is that
even if  AI is not crowding out invest-
ment in other sectors, it could leave be-
hind a great deal of  obsolete invest-
ment. If  past investment manias are
any guide, the AI boom may end with

only 3-4 leading companies emerging
as durable winners.

Data centres built by companies
that fail, along with the power-genera-
tion capacity and water infrastructure
constructed to support them, could
prove redundant. Some of  these assets
may find alternative uses. But others
may become stranded or represent
outright waste.

This is not merely a theoretical con-
cern. Bank for International Settle-
ments (BIS), in its 2026 report, warned
that exuberance surrounding AI could
lead to a prolonged investment bust. If
AI fails to deliver on its promises, if  its
benefits accrue to only a narrow set of
industries, or if  its expansion imposes
substantial environmental costs, con-
sequences could be serious.

An investment boom built on exag-

gerated expectations could leave inv-
estors with heavy losses, and the eco-
nomy with underused infrastructure,
wasted resources and an environmen-
tal burden.

Yet, these risks do not negate AI’s
transformative potential. So, the real
question is not simply whether AI is
crowding out non-AI investment. It is
whether the productivity gains AI ulti-
mately delivers will justify the resour-
ces committed to it today. AI may trans-
form the economy even as the AI invest-
ment boom destroys capital and impo-
ses a huge environmental burden. The
technology could be revolutionary, whi-
le the investment cycle surrounding it
turns out to be a costly mistake.

The writer is professor of  social policy,

Columbia University, US

RAIsing Tide, Lift All Boats?
The real test isn’t how much money goes into AI, but how much value it creates across sectors

Not just verticals, but across the horizon

Neeraj Kaushal BRAHMA KUMARI CHAKRADHARI

There are always one or two peo-
ple in our lives whose company
makes us uncomfortable. They
often do things that irritate us.
Instead of  accommodating, we
find ourselves pinched by their
nature and actions, though that
may not be their intention. The
discomfort they create within us
can be harmless if  we simply feel
it and let it go at the outset. Inste-
ad, if  these unpleasant feelings
are allowed to linger in the mind,
they create a cycle of  unhealthy
actions and reactions, causing
our negative vibrations to reach
and affect other persons who, on
receiving our uneasiness, react
in a similar way, unleashing un-
settling vibes, which leads to bur-
densome karmic accounts.

How do we break or end this vi-
cious cycle of  negative energy ex-
change? The first and foremost
way to do this is at the perceptual
and attitudinal levels. The act of
self-transformation is not to react
instantly, but maintain peace and
poise of  mind to respond wisely.

The second, deeper level of  self-
transformation is not reacting,
and sharing my thoughts against
the person any more. These are
the basics of  spiritual wisdom;
by adopting and applying them,
Ican raise my inner strength to
the higher plane.

The third and deepest level of
self-transformation is where I de-
velop the power to check and ch-
ange the quality of  my thoughts
and feelings. Through regular
practice of  divine knowledge and
meditation, I can become emoti-
onally empowered enough to re-
move the flaw in my character
that drives my reactions.

Asimple, safe way to end negati-
ve energy exchange is to realise
that the other person lacks true
love, peace and compassion. A
humble, not hostile, mind needs
to be fostered for Self-realisation.

End Negative
Exchange
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Mandate a Loan
To Be Repaid
Apropos the Edit, ‘Lula’s Extra
Time Goal Sends a Signal’ (Oct
27), Brazilian president Luiz In-
ácio Lula da Silva’s re-election
highlights both democracy’s re-
silience and the formidable chal-
lenges awaiting elected leaders.
Democracies cannot afford end-
less ideological battles between
the right and left while citizens
struggle with employment and
inflation issues, and the desire
for a peaceful life. Irrespective of
who governs, statesmanship de-
mands confronting global econo-
mic realities rather than exploit-
ing public anxieties for electoral
gains. Victory at the ballot box is
merely the beginning, always.
Brij B Goyal

Ludhiana

Chat Room

Twin animators Tom and Tony
Bancroft host The Bancroft
Brothers Animation Podcast,
an engaging show exploring
their Disney legacy, current
industry dynamics and the
future of  animation. In a sta-
ndout episode featuring indie
sensation XrayAlphaChar-
lie, a.k.a. Xierra, the host duo
seamlessly bridges classic stu-
dio craft with modern digital

storytelling.
Xierra, fam-

ous for her
massive You-
Tube follow-
ing and elusi-
ve, face-conce-
aling persona,
pulls back the

curtain on her creative pro-
cess. Tom and Tony facilitate
alight-hearted yet insightful
dialogue about what it truly
takes to succeed as an indep-
endent creator today. They
tackle everything from navi-
gating online mystery to bui-
lding a sustainable audience
without corporate backing.

The charm of  this episode
lies in the hosts’ genuine cu-
riosity and veteran wisdom.
Rather than lingering on nos-
talgic studio anecdotes, the
conversation embraces the de-
mocratisation of  animation,
leaving listeners inspired by
the sheer power of  modern
indie creators.

Inspiring, witty and ground-
ed, this hour-long episode of-
fers an indispensable master-
class for aspiring animators
and fans alike. It is a compel-
ling reminder that indepen-
dent artists are shaping the
medium’s future.

Comic Relief

PEAS IN A 
PODCAST

Berkeley, California:India’s ambi-
tion to become a developed economy
by 2047 rests in part on a dramatic
expansion of  steelmaking. Draft
National Steel Policy Vision 2047,
released on Oct 10, envisages nearly
tripling steelmaking capacity, with
the coal-based blast-furnace route
accounting for 55% of  steel pro-
duction. This pathway could lock in
~$1.5 tn in additional coking coal
imports over the plants’ lifetime.

Coking coal can account for ~40% of
cost of  producing a tonne of  steel,
leaving steelmakers vulnerable to
rising international coal prices and
disruptions to freight. That exposure
creates a direct risk for downstream
industries that use steel.

India imports 92% of  coking coal its
steelmakers need, at prices set in
dollars. Blast furnaces need this coal
to turn iron ore into iron. The policy
projects annual demand more than
tripling from 72 mn tonnes today to 236

mn tonnes by 2047. The coal ministry’s
roadmap would increase domestic
coking coal supply from about 6 mn
tonnes today to 23 mn tonnes by 2030.

If  supply remains at that level there-
after, India will still need to import
about 213 mn tonnes annually by 2047.
At the $236-a-tonne benchmark av-
erage for Jan-July 2026, that represents
about $50 bn a year before freight.
Every $10 increase in coal price would
add another $2.1 bn to the annual bill.

Competition from inexpensive
Chinese steel limits Indian
mills’ ability to pass on
higher costs, squeezing their
margins and potentially
reducing the money available
for expansion. Implications
extend beyond steelworks.
Construction and infrastruc-
ture consume 67% of  India’s
steel. Volatile steel prices
can raise the cost of  public
projects and housing.

Smaller manufacturers buying steel
for machinery and components also
need predictable input costs to price
orders and invest. India’s steel expan-
sion should, therefore, reduce depend-
ence on imported coal and make pro-
duction costs more predictable.

Hydrogen made with domestic RE
can replace coking coal in turning
iron ore into iron. Steelmakers can
contract RE at fixed rupee prices for
25 yrs, inflation-proofing a major

energy input. In March, BPCL an-
nounced a 25-yr green hydrogen (GH)
supply agreement for Numaligarh
Refinery in Assam at ̀̀ 279 a kg. At ̀̀ 96
to the dollar, that’s about $2.90 a kg.
Steel projects will need their own
supply terms. But the award gives
them a domestic benchmark.

If  a hydrogen contract holds its
rupee price fixed and rupee deprecia-
tes by 4% annually, ̀̀ 279 would equal
about $2 a kg after 10 yrs. The Indian
buyer’s rupee payment remains

unchanged. Dollar-priced
coal would, meanwhile,
cost about 48% more in
rupees, even if  its inter-
national price stayed flat.

Our research compares
the cost of  building and
operating new hydrogen-
based and blast-furnace
steel plants over their
lifetimes. In this compari-

son, it was assumed that coal prices
and rupee cost of  a dollar would rise at
only half  their average pace over the
past two decades. Even with those
slower increases, new hydrogen-based
plants can produce steel more cheaply
than new blast furnaces by 2030.

The export opportunity strengthens
this investment case. Steel made with
GH would face lower carbon costs
under Europe’s CBAM than coal-
based steel. With substantial capacity
still to be built, India can choose GH

for new plants, helping its steelma-
kers and manufacturers they supply
compete against countries with large
existing coal-based fleets.

GoI should announce that from 2032,
at least 5% of  steel used in new, cen-
trally-funded infrastructure be made
using GH. Competitive auctions
should award purchase contracts well
before then, giving steelmakers time
to build. The share can rise after a
review of  supply and costs without
any subsidy support.

India should also use the EU-India
trade opening to make green steel
plants cheaper to build and finance.
The EU imported almost 40 mn tonnes
of  steel in 2025. Long-term purchase
contracts with European buyers
would help Indian green steel plants
secure finance to supply this market.

GoI should negotiate long-term
equipment loans backed by European
export-credit agencies to lower borro-
wing costs. It should also establish
green steel SEZs with streamlined
land and environmental clearances,
and set firm deadlines for approvals.

The final policy can help India
replace part of  its $1.5 tn import
exposure with demand for domestic
power and hydrogen.

Jain and Phadke are director, industry and

trade policy, and faculty director, respec-

tively, India Energy & Climate Center,

University of  California, Berkeley, US

India Needs to Steel Itself Green

Turn a new leaf

Neelima Jain &
Amol Phadke

But even if AI is not crowding

out investment in other sectors,

it could leave behind a great

deal of obsolete investment

with only 3-4 leading companies

emerging as durable winners

AI isn’t just another sector

competing with healthcare,

education, manufacturing and

agriculture for investment

dollars. Its promise lies

precisely in its ability to

transform these sectors
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R
ESILIENCE has been

the defining feature

of the global economy

over the past year.

Despite heightened

geopolitical tensions and supply-

side disruptions, economic activ-

ity has consistently outper-

formed expectations.

Reflecting this strength, the

International Monetary Fund

(IMF) raised its global growth

forecast to 3.1% for 2026 and

expects growth to improve to 3.4%

in 2027, while cautioning that

downside risks remain dominant.

India has mirrored this

resilience. Real gross domestic

product (GDP) growth was a

stronger-than-expected 7.7% in

fiscal 2025-26 despite tariff-relat-

ed uncertainty and global volatil-

ity. The economy expanded by

7.8% in the first quarter (April-

June) of the current financial

year, and high-frequency indica-

tors point to sustained momen-

tum in the second quarter.

Not surprisingly, the IMF

has revised India’s growth

forecast upward to 7% from

6.6% for 2026-27.

While growth has remained

resilient, inflation is beginning

to re-emerge as a concern. Glob-

al inflation is projected to rise to

4.7% in 2026 from 4.1% in 2025.

Inflation is expected to exceed

central bank targets in many

inflation-targeting economies.

In India, we expect inflation to

rise to 5.3% this financial year

from 2% in the last fiscal, with

risks tilted to the upside.

Several factors explain the sur-

prising resilience of global

growth. Foremost among them

is the powerful investment cycle

driven by artificial intelligence

(AI) in the US. 

The rapid expansion of AI

infrastructure has stimulated

investment directly while gener-

ating spillovers for economies

supplying semiconductors, elec-

tronics and other critical inputs.

AI-related investments are

expected to account for nearly

3% of US GDP in 2026.

The benefits of this investment

boom, however, have not

accrued evenly. India has gained

little directly because it is not a

significant manufacturer of

inputs used in AI infrastructure.

Instead, economies such as Tai-

wan, South Korea and Vietnam,

which are deeply embedded in

AI-related supply chains, have

emerged as key beneficiaries. 

The relatively modest

increase in crude oil prices

despite severe disruption to

energy infrastructure and the

temporary closure of the Strait

of Hormuz has helped, too.

The energy shock of 2026 is

widely regarded as one of the

largest on record, yet oil prices

have remained well below what

doomsayers anticipated.

For India, the impact was mit-

igated by the diversification of

crude sourcing and timely pol-

icy interventions. Households

were largely shielded from

higher energy costs as the gov-

ernment and oil companies

absorbed a substantial portion

of the increase. 

Global demand dynamics also

helped contain the rise in crude

prices. Significant inventory

drawdowns, particularly in Chi-

na, and rapid electric vehicle

adoption moderated crude oil

demand and prevented a sharp-

er increase in prices. This pro-

vided important relief for India,

which imports more than 85% of

its crude oil requirements.

India’s downstream refining

sector provided an additional

buffer. Higher crude prices were

accompanied by a sharper rise in

refined petroleum product

prices, partly because refinery

disruptions elsewhere curtailed

supply. As a result, petroleum

exports grew strongly in the first

half of this fiscal, easing pres-

sure on oil companies and nar-

rowing the oil trade deficit.

That cushion, however, is

beginning to weaken. Crude oil

prices have moved higher again

as supply disruptions have out-

paced demand moderation and

global inventory buffers have

thinned. As a result, crude oil

prices may remain elevated for

longer, increasing risks.

Global trade has also displayed

remarkable adaptability by

rerouting supply chains and

diversifying export markets,

which has kept trade activity

robust, particularly across Asia.

India’s merchandise exports

saw healthy growth in the first

half of this fiscal (April-Sep-

tember), supported not only by

petroleum products but also

by electronics, engineering

goods and chemicals. This

helped contain the deteriora-

tion in the trade balance.

Domestic demand has also

remained supportive. The impact

of goods and services tax (GST)

rate cuts in 2025 was particularly

visible in the automobile sector,

while income tax relief boosted

household purchasing power.

Passenger vehicle and two-

wheeler sales grew strongly in

the first half of this fiscal, and

credit growth remained in the

high single digits.

Even so, India’s growth is like-

ly to moderate in the second half

of this fiscal as some of the fac-

tors that supported activity

begin to fade and new domestic

headwinds emerge. The boost

from the GST cuts would ease as

firms increasingly pass through

higher input costs to consumers.

Weather-related risks have

become a key concern. The mon-

soon season ended with rainfall

13% below the long-period aver-

age and significant temporal and

spatial imbalances. According to

the India Meteorological Depart-

ment, 40% of India’s districts are

facing deficient rains, raising

concerns about agricultural out-

put and food prices. The risks

extend beyond the kharif season

as a weaker monsoon can reduce

soil moisture and reservoir levels,

affecting rabi production as well.

These domestic risks coin-

cide with a deteriorating global

food outlook. Rising agricultur-

al input costs and an intensify-

ing El Niño are placing upward

pressure on food prices world-

wide and increasing the likeli-

hood of weather-related disrup-

tions to agricultural production

across regions.

For India, this can create a dou-

ble challenge: weaker domestic

farm output and firmer import-

ed food prices. The risks are par-

ticularly acute in edible oils,

where high import dependence

and rising global prices have

already pushed inflation in the

category close to double digits.

Since food accounts for a larg-

er share of expenditure among

lower-income households, sus-

tained food inflation can have a

disproportionate impact on

household budgets and compli-

cate inflation management.

Moreover, inflationary pres-

sures are no longer confined to

food. Alongside rising food

prices, costs of key industrial

inputs such as metals and ener-

gy have also increased sharply.

This is reflected in wholesale

price inflation, which rose to

11.4% in September. When

input costs rise amid healthy

demand, producers tend to pass

them on to consumers, broad-

ening inflationary pressures

across the economy.

Against this backdrop, the

Reserve Bank of India has recal-

ibrated its policy stance to pre-

serve price stability. Following

the 25-basis-point increase in the

repo rate in October, we expect

another increase of similar mag-

nitude in December. 

Unlike the last fiscal, when

policy rates were reduced and

financing conditions remained

accommodative, higher inter-

est rates are likely to raise bor-

rowing costs.

Ultimately, an economy’s

resilience depends on the

strength of its buffers relative

to the magnitude of the shocks

it faces. Those buffers are

beginning to thin. Elevated

crude oil prices, El Niño and a

weak monsoon warrant close

monitoring in the near term.

Over the medium term,

strengthening energy security,

securing supply chains, creating

productive employment oppor-

tunities and advancing structur-

al reforms will be essential for

sustaining higher and more

durable economic growth.

Litmus test of economic resilience

Inflationary pressures
are no longer confined

to food. Costs of key
industrial inputs 

such as metals and
energy have also

increased sharply.

DHARMAKIRTI JOSHI
CHIEF ECONOMIST, CRISIL LIMITED

As buffers thin and inflation broadens, new challenges are arising
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Source security
Ensure journalists can expose wrongdoing

A
journalist’s promise to protect a confidential

source is not merely a professional courtesy; it

is a cornerstone of investigative journalism.

Without that assurance, whistleblowers may

remain silent, evidence of wrongdoing may

never surface and the public may be denied information

vital to democracy. The challenge to India’s Digital Per-

sonal Data Protection (DPDP) Act in the Supreme Court

brings this fundamental concern into sharp focus. The

Digital News Publishers Association has argued that pro-

visions of the law could expose confidential sources and

impede investigations. Its apprehension centres on the

government’s powers to seek information from organisa-

tions handling personal data, potentially compromising

the identity of those who approach journalists in confi-

dence. The court has sought the Centre’s response, with

the matter scheduled for further hearing on November 17.

Privacy protection is undoubtedly essential in an

increasingly digital world. Citizens must be protected

against the misuse of their personal information. Howev-

er, a law intended to safeguard privacy must not inadver-

tently become an instrument for frustrating legitimate

scrutiny. Investigations into corruption, abuse of author-

ity and corporate wrongdoing often depend on insiders

willing to speak at considerable personal risk. If their

identities can be exposed without adequate safeguards,

the chilling effect on journalism could be profound.

At the same time, the right to protect sources is not a

licence for journalists to operate without accountability.

But any exception must be defined, necessary and sub-

ject to independent judicial oversight. Unchecked access

to newsroom records could undermine both source pro-

tection and the public’s right to know. The Supreme

Court must strike a careful balance between privacy and

press freedom. An explicit exemption for bona fide jour-

nalistic activity, alongside safeguards against the disclo-

sure of confidential sources, would help prevent the law

from impeding public-interest reporting.

Ethanol policy
Clarity is a must to facilitate transition 

B
ARELY 24 hours after the Road Transport

Ministry notified changes in the Central

Motor Vehicles Rules to permit flex-fuel vehi-

cles designed for E100 (nearly pure ethanol),

the Petroleum Ministry has stated that there is

no immediate plan to increase ethanol blending beyond

20%. Perhaps the government should think its own

potentially good idea through before manifesting an

embarrassing flip-flop. The E100 move promises reduced

dependence on imported crude oil, but it raises questions

about affordability, infrastructure and the long-term

ethanol policy. Without reliable supplies, car buyers may

find themselves paying for advanced technology that

they cannot conveniently use. Moreover, conventional

petrol vehicles cannot safely use E85 (85% ethanol, 15%

petrol) or E100 unless specifically designed and certified

for these blends. Clear communication and adequate

consumer protection are therefore essential.

The distinction between authorising the use of technol-

ogy and changing the national blending target must be

explained clearly to dispel doubts. Also, ethanol expansion

should not come at the cost of food security. The exclusion

of sugar-based ethanol from the 2026-27 procurement ten-

der reflects concerns over domestic sugar availability.

Greater reliance on maize and rice, meanwhile, demands

careful assessment of food supplies, agricultural prices,

water use and pressure on land resources. Claims of sav-

ings on oil imports must be weighed against these costs.

India should pursue ethanol innovation, but not

treat it as a universal solution. Transparent fuel pricing,

independent vehicle performance assessments and

dependable distribution networks must accompany

regulatory changes. Whether E100 becomes widely ben-

eficial will depend less on what the rules permit than on

how responsibly the policy is implemented and how

effectively public trust is built.

on this day...100 years ago

India and the Empire’s economic problems
AT the Imperial Conference held on the 23rd, several problems

relating to the economic prosperity of the British Empire as a

whole and of the various members individually were discussed.

The main point raised was that there was a great future for the

Empire if only the principle of preferring Empire produce and

Empire goods was better understood and adopted by all con-

cerned. Various examples were given to show how the trade

between the dominions and colonies with Great Britain was

increasing within recent years and how further improvement

could be made by fostering a feeling of Imperial unity and part-

nership. Stanley Bruce, the Australian Prime Minister, was

most eloquent when he said that the position of the British

Empire in the world, its prestige and its authority in the comi-

ty of nations depended more upon its commercial pre-emi-

nence than upon its armed forces or military strength. He said

the unity of the Empire and its progress could best be assured

by adding ties of mutual interest to the intangible ties that

bound them together. Only South African statesmen appear to

have sounded a discordant note in this matter. General Hert-

zog’s speech has been somewhat severely criticised by the

British press for his statement at the opening of the conference

that South Africa did not wish to remain within the Empire. EC

Harmsworth, MP, writing to the Despatch says: “We are at the

parting of the ways. There is an acute crisis in the Empire.”

lahore,thursday, october 28, 1926 

thought for the day

Profound lessons for humanity
Apropos of ‘Learning from the Pan-
chatantra’; written in Sanskrit, the Pan-
chatantra has travelled across languages and

cultures. Though seemingly meant for chil-

dren, its animal fables convey profound les-

sons for humanity. Its ancient wisdom may

hold remarkably relevant answers to contem-

porary economic, political and social chal-

lenges. The real tragedy is that we continue to

revere this treasure of wisdom without sys-

tematically testing its timeless insights

against modern realities. 

VK ANAND, CHANDIGARH

Ensure justice for all 
Refer to ‘The curious case of Umar Khalid’; the

faith of the common man in the judicial dispen-

sation of justice runs deep. However, when this

faith is dimmed by procedural irritants and

avoidable delays, urgent course correction

becomes necessary.  The apex judiciary is under

a constitutional obligation to direct time-bound

trial proceedings rather than adopting a passive

stance. Article 21 mandates that procedures

established by law must be just, fair, and reason-

able under natural justice. National security and

sovereignty are paramount, but justitia
omnibus (justice for all) must be ensured.

ABHYAM SHARMA, PATHANKOT 

Populist appeasement won’t work
Refer to ‘Is anyone crying for me, asks Pun-

jab’; welfare support for the genuinely needy

is essential, but it must never become a substi-

tute for development. Unless corruption is

confronted, drugs are decisively controlled

and young people are offered real opportuni-

ties, Punjab’s decline will continue, threaten-

ing its future. Political slogans and populist

appeasement won’t work.  

VITULL K. GUPTA, BATHINDA

Need upright, competent judges 
Refer to ‘Ex-PM Narasimha was prophetic; Col-

legium system won’t work in longer term : Jus-

tice Kaul’; no system is foolproof; the tragedy

is the wrong people are often in the right posi-

tions. Consequently, litigants continue to suffer

endlessly. Every pending case represents the

affected person in limbo, waiting for closure

and vindication. The administration of justice

would be more effective if judges performed

their duties competently rather than mishan-

dling cases. Upright judges and committed

lawyers can save the day. 

ANIL BHATIA, HISAR

Make stubble mgmt cheaper  
Apropos of ‘Stubble burning’; the uncomfort-

able truth is that burning remains cheaper,

quicker and more convenient for farmers

than the scientific disposal of paddy residue.

This economic reality must change if the

recurring crisis is to be resolved. There is a

need to make scientific residue management

cheaper, easier and more rewarding than

burning. Farmers need practical alternatives,

timely support and economic incentives, not

blame alone. Public expenditure must trans-

late into measurable environmental gains.

MM GOEL, KURUKSHETRA

Blanket ban not in public interest 
Apropos of ‘Patients bear the brunt as Punjab

chemists stop sale of habit-forming drugs’;

while no chemist should face unnecessary

harassment for complying with police and

health orders, a blanket suspension may cause

hardship to patients who genuinely need these

medicines. Instead of halting sales, the authori-

ties should sit with the chemists’ association to

protect honest retailers and safeguard patients’

access to essential medicines.

BALBIR SINGH KAKKAR, JALANDHAR

Letters to the Editor, typed in double space, should not exceed the 200-word limit. 
These should be cogently written and can be sent by e-mail to: Letters@tribunemail.com

letters to the editor

Aadya Ghosh

Iwanted to hug him tightly and inhale that comforting

smell associated with old people. I wanted to hold his

wrinkled hands and talk to him. He looked fragile. In

this bus full of people wearing earphones and headphones,

he sat there looking around, alone. A girl sat in the seat in

front of me, apparently his granddaughter. She was in her

late twenties, older than I was. I wouldn’t have let my

grandpa sit anywhere else except beside me.

I wanted to know about the times he had lived through,

which were surely quite different from mine. What kind of life

had he lived? An urge arose in me to befriend him. Why did I

feel like that? Was it because I was travelling alone and was

desperate to talk? I don’t think so. I loved to travel alone, and

the view of the hills was captivating enough. Never before had

I felt such a pressing need to interact just because I felt lone-

ly. Why was I so desperate? Maybe because I couldn’t bear his

loneliness. Perhaps that was why I put my earbuds back into

their case. I wanted to sit beside him and just be there. I want-

ed him to feel that he had company.

The bus halted in front of a dhaba for us to grab something

to eat. Many passengers got down. He stood up and carefully

made his way down the bus steps. 

Soon, it was time for the bus to leave. The driver got in and

started the engine. The old man had not returned. The girl

began to worry a little, but he climbed back inside quickly, just

in time. He was surprisingly spry for his age. He reached into

his waistcoat pocket and took out a banana he had bought. He

smiled and handed it to his granddaughter.

Why did I grow impatient when he took time to return?

Maybe I saw in him someone I had lost and wanted to tell the

granddaughter, who had her earphones firmly in her ears, that

she should spend some time with him. She didn’t seem to

realise how precious those moments were. 

I lost my own grandfather, so I knew the pain of loss. She, too,

would lose hers one day. I hated to say this, but he might not

have much time left. Then she would regret not having spent

more time with him. Maybe she would also look closely at

someone else’s grandfather and remember her own.

The writer is a student at Panjab University, Chandigarh

Someone else’s
grandfather

BURDEN : Sustained food inflation can have a disproportionate impact on household budgets. PTI

Only a crisis — actual or perceived — produces real change. — Milton Friedman
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The predicament of higher education

S
HOULD higher edu-
cation serve as a civil-
isational compass —
shaping society's
conscience, intellec-

tual horizons and future lead-
ership — or is it merely an
instrument designed to serv-
ice short-term needs? This
central question needs to be
addressed as its answer shapes
higher education as well as the
disposition of the state and the
people towards it. 

The civilisation continues to
be influenced by philosophers,
litterateurs, scientists, engi-
neers and scholars.  It is the
responsibility of the higher
education system to produce
such thinkers and shapers of
society. This philosophy was
kept in mind while setting up
universities post 1947, though
policymakers then were aware
that a large cohort of technical-
ly trained human resource for
development was needed. 

Over the last three decades,
this balance has become
skewed. Under market-driven
neoliberal policies, commer-
cial forces now dictate the
terms of higher education.
Institutions are being pushed
to respond to demand, while

the state abdicates its duty by
treating education as a self-
financing commercial service.
The result is the marginalisa-
tion of public institutions and
higher education falling in pri-
vate hands, who run them as
profit-making commercial
enterprises. 

The last time Punjab hired
regular teachers in govern-
ment colleges was in 1996.
Departments in Guru Nanak
Dev University, Punjabi Uni-
versity and Panjab University,
the three major affiliating uni-
versities, are short of faculty.
Departments that were once
vibrant academic centres are
on the verge of closure. 

Punjabi University's Politi-
cal Science Department has
only two regular faculty
members, GNDU's History
Department three faculty
members and no professor
and Panjab University's
Department of Punjabi has
two regular faculty members.
The situation is appalling. 

Once the continuity of
research is lost, it is almost
impossible to rebuild it; it is
like losing an ecosystem.  The
project of developing the Pun-
jabi language in a way that it
can face the challenges and be
used for every human expres-
sion has been jeopardised.

Another dimension of this
crisis can be seen in the
increase in fees in universi-
ties. Why do government-
funded universities like
GNDU have to charge tuition
fees of over Rs 50,000 per
semester for MSc (physics)
and even higher amounts for

courses like BTech? In 1985,
the tuition fees for MSc
(Physics) was about Rs 300,
which with inflation would
today be around Rs 5,000. 

The third aspect of this crisis
began within the institutions.
The first generation academi-
cians who started various dis-
ciplines in universities were
eminent professionals. But
later, a decline of academic
standards set in primarily
due to inbreeding. The cul-
ture of attracting faculty of
academic excellence waned.
Academic standards further
declined due to the atmos-
phere of terror that prevailed
in Punjab for a decade.

It is surprising that a new fac-
ulty member joining a uni-
versity in Punjab does not get
the full salary for three years
but gets only the basic pay.
Why would any scholar who
has done good research and

worked as a post-doc in an
international centre accept
such treatment? 

The primary driver of the
crisis is the adoption of neolib-
eral economic policies in 1991,
when funding for higher edu-
cation was curtailed and uni-
versities were directed to gen-
erate their own resources.
Universities were forced to
raise tuition fees and freeze
faculty recruitment to balance
their budgets. 

The irony of this situation
becomes obvious when one
weighs the minuscule eco-
nomic savings generated by
this restructuring against the
catastrophic damage inflicted
on academic institutions. In
any case, India spends very lit-
tle on higher education —
barely 1.2% of its GNP -— and
cuts made here yield negligi-
ble fiscal gains even as they are
devastating the sector. We have

never approached the 6% of
GNP target for overall educa-
tion, as recommended by the
Kothari Commission in 1966.

Let us look at the economics
by taking the case of Punjab.
The state's current annual
expenditure on higher educa-
tion is around Rs 1,500 crore.
Even if we were to fill every
vacant teaching post across col-
leges and universities, the out-
lay would not exceed Rs 2,000
crore. In comparison, the annu-
al outlay for a single subsidy —
providing 300 units of free pow-
er to households, a measure
that was not even a sustained
public demand, stands at near-
ly Rs 6,000 crore. That alone
could fund a three-fold expan-
sion of the public higher educa-
tion sector. Why not make high-
er education tuition-free
instead of subsidising power?
Establishing and vibrant edu-
cation system requires the
right political priorities.

Punjab's education system
can be revitalised if the state
invests in its intellectual infra-
structure through the follow-
ing eight strategic policies:

1. Double the budget and end
the recruitment freeze: Double
state outlays for higher educa-
tion over the next fiscal cycle
and launch a transparent
recruitment drive to fill all
vacant regular faculty posts.

2. Overhaul public campus
infrastructure: Modernise
physical facilities across state
institutions by building new
student hostels, technologi-
cally equipped classroom
complexes and advanced sci-
entific laboratories.

3. Restore subsidised public
education: Roll back post-1991
fee hikes and restore nominal
tuition across state colleges
and universities. While the rev-
enue is negligible to the state
exchequer, eliminating fees
makes higher education acces-
sible to rural and underprivi-
leged youth.

4. Nurture foundational 
disciplines: Protect core
departments in humanities,
social sciences and regional
languages to safeguard 
critical inquiry.

5. Establish well-funded
niche research centres: Build
specialised centres of excel-
lence aligned with regional
strengths, spanning frontier
sciences, agrarian ecology,
computational linguistics and
historical studies.

6. Modernise Punjabi lan-
guage: Launch mission-mode
initiatives to develop Punjabi
into an active medium for sci-
ence, law and medicine by
integrating it with artificial
intelligence and natural lan-
guage processing.

7. Upgrade regional centres
into public universities: Con-
solidate regional centres and
constituent colleges to create
at least three autonomous,
full-fledged public universi-
ties, decentralising advanced
education.

8.Foster multi-disciplinarity
and campus democracy:
Introduce porous, interdisci-
plinary curricula across sci-
ences and humanities while
restoring democratic student
union elections and institu-
tional representation.

ARVIND 
PROFESSOR, IISER, MOHALI &

EX-VC, PUNJABI UNIVERSITY

The last time Punjab
hired regular
teachers in

government
colleges was in 1996. 

SUPPORT : Nominal tuition fees should be restored across state colleges and universities.  FILE PHOTO 

T
HE recent statements
about the situation on
the LAC between India
and China by the Direc-
tor General of the ITBP

can at best be described as unusu-
al. Speaking at a felicitation cere-
mony of this force in Alwar, the DG
mentioned about face-offs at sever-
al locations in Arunachal Pradesh
and the stellar role being played by
commando outfits of this force.
Interestingly, he also stated that
"the ITBP was raised as a mountain
guerrilla force" and that now "a spe-
cialised high-altitude mountain
fighting force is being set up, which
will be different from the army."

While making such comments at
an internal event of a uniformed
force to boost morale by hyperbole
may not be uncommon, but ensur-
ing that these reach the media gives
it a different complexion. This state-
ment was put up on the social media
by the ITBP and later pulled out! But
the damage had been done as it
became a political football. The MEA
had to clarify that divergence from
established patrolling patterns by the
PLA disturbs the situation.

Face-offs between the Indian Army
and the PLA and its border guarding
regiments have been taking place for
many years on the 3,488-km LAC.
However, following the large number

of fatalities at Galwan in June 2020,
any such contact draws  attention. We
are faced with an adversary who will
unscrupulously attempt bullying tac-
tics and fisticuffs for seizing dominat-
ing areas. This state of affairs is like-
ly to continue as the PLA will
endeavour to claim positions of
advantage along our borders. 

All this leads to an important issue
about the role and deployment of the
ITBP and its synergy with the army
formations along the LAC. The ITBP,
which is under the Ministry of Home
Affairs, has 64-odd battalions with a
strength of about 90,000. Its primary
role is to patrol the India-China bor-
der. But ITBP units are also deployed
on different type of security duties in
the country that have nothing to do
with border policing.

Further, such a responsibility on
police forces can be viable only along
settled borders, where the primary
role is to check illegal immigration
and smuggling. Even in the case of

the western neighbour, while the
international border has sole deploy-
ment of the BSF, the LoC in J&K,
which is prone to terrorist infiltration,
has an army presence in posts.

The LAC with China is a different
matter. It's an unsettled and live bor-
der with our adversary, where the
threat is of intrusions and encroach-
ments by the PLA, which cannot be
guarded against by border policing.
During recent clashes and standoffs,
army formations have been fully
involved, resulting in their enhanced
deployment all year round.

The ITBP is a fine force with hardy
troops who are located at far-flung
heights, from Arunachal to Ladakh.
However, the deployment pattern is
not suitable for facing the threat from
across the LAC. The HQs are located
too far away  to influence operational
situations that may emerge at short
notice. Its potential thus remains
underutilised.

Perforce, army units deployed well
forward and at places in eyeball con-
tact, have to safeguard the LAC.
Ironically, the ITBP is not under
operational control of the army.
Opposite us, the border defence reg-
iments are under PLA formations in
the region, resulting in seamless
operational functioning. 

The army appears to be fully
stretched at present, not only due to
enhanced deployment, but also troop
shortages due to new recruitment
policies which are now manifesting
in a negative manner. Despite the
clamour for downsizing the army
with more reliance on technology,
the vigil along the unsettled borders
will remain manpower-intensive for
the foreseeable future.

For full article, go to 
www.tribuneindia.com/opinion

LT GEN PRADEEP BALI (RETD)
MILITARY COMMENTATOR

The LAC is a live border
with China, where the
threat is of intrusions 
and encroachments

by the PLA.

ITBP & unsettled borders 

O
N October 10, as the
Delhi Police closed in
on demonstrators
demanding the resig-
nation of the CEC and

an end to the revision of electoral
rolls, some 250 protesters took shel-
ter in Gurdwara Bangla Sahib. The
management, which had offered
them langar and a place to rest, lat-
er voiced concern for the sanctity of
the shrine.  When the police posted
outside asked that the protesters
not be allowed to stay, a bitter con-
troversy followed. Behind it lies a
question as old as religion itself:
what does a house of worship owe
those who seek its protection, and
where must political activity stop? 

To answer it, we must begin with
the compact on which a sanctuary
rests. It is a compact between those
who offer shelter and those who seek
it and it endures only as long as each
side respects its limits. 

Greek temples sheltered fugitives,
the Hebrew Bible sets aside cities of
refuge and in medieval England, a
man who reached a church could stay
under its protection for 40 days before
facing trial. In the 1980s, American
churches sheltered refugees from
Central America against the wishes of
their own government.

The state, as Max Weber put it,
claims the sole right to use legitimate

force. Sanctuary is the old custom
that sets a limit to that claim by offer-
ing shelter to people running away
from the onslaught of the state. Its
moral basis is the refusal to ask,
before helping, what the person's pol-
itics are. A gurdwara, church or tem-
ple need not share the slogans of
those it admits, and it may offer food,
water and safety to people whose
methods it may never endorse.

This principle was put to a test in
April 2017, when nearly 40 students
of Panjab University, Chandigarh,
took refuge in the campus gurdwara
while police waited outside. They
had been protesting against a fee
hike and had been dispersed with
water cannon and tear gas. What they
wanted was safety. They did not ask
the gurdwara to take a position on
tuition. Admitted without regard to
politics, the students cannot turn the
premises into a political base. Slo-
gans and demonstrations inside a
place of worship would be morally

culpable. If this trust breaks, every
shelter would become suspect, and
the price will be paid by the next per-
son who finds the door shut.

The strongest objection comes
from within the Sikh tradition itself.
Guru Hargobind wore two swords,
one for miri, temporal authority,
and one for piri, spiritual authority,
and raised the Akal Takht opposite
the Harmandir Sahib in Amritsar.
The doctrine rejects the notion that
faith may be confined to private
prayer while power and suffering
go on outside the door. A gurdwara
has never been expected to be silent
on justice. On this reading, the
young people at Bangla Sahib had
every claim on the house.   

At the heart of this debate is the idea
that a sanctuary confers no legal
immunity. Whether an entry, a search
or an arrest on religious premises is
lawful depends on the law, and no
institution can place itself outside the
state's jurisdiction. But the authorities
are equally obliged to exercise
restraint when they pursue frightened
young people into a house of worship. 

A religious institution that offers
humanitarian help should not find
the offer treated as defiance merely
because those helped are critics of
the government. It may also decline,
if the circumstances are too danger-
ous or its premises too limited, and it
should not have to justify either
choice as a political act.

The young people at Bangla Sahib,
asked for a night's safety while the
police waited outside. A society is in
good order when a request of that
nature can be made and granted
without anyone needing to explain it
as a political act.

For full article, go to 
www.tribuneindia.com/opinion

What does a house of
worship owe those who
seek its protection, and

where must political
activity stop?

Sanctuary without slogans

SHELLEY WALIA
FORMER PROFESSOR & FELLOW,

ENGLISH & CULTURAL STUDIES, PU

ACROSS
1 Great pain (5)
8 Start shooting (4,4)
9 Book of maps (5)
10 Reveal (8)
11 Punctuation mark (5)
12 Hatchet (3)
16 Small, dark 

plum (6)
17 A bath sponge (6)
18 Barrier restraining 

water (3)
23 Scrutinise (5)
24 Long queue of 

traffic (8)
25 Unanimous (5)
26 Border of a country (8)
27 Carousal (5)

DOWN
2 Exceed accepted limit

(2,3,3)
3 A narrowly avoided

collision (4,4)
4 Egyptian desert statue (6)
5 Particular aptitude (5)
6 Stubbornly intolerant person (5)
7 Intense agitation (5)
12 In addition to (3)
13 A hard, heavy wood (3)
14 Flattery (4,4)
15 Uncompromising policy

(4,4)
19 Toxophilite (6)
20 Inflexible (5)
21 Of secondary importance (5)
22 Grow less (5)

Yesterday’s Solution
Across: 1 Bottomless, 6 Fire, 10 Miami, 11 Competent, 12 Vermouth,
13 All in, 15 Leakage, 17 Wildcat, 19 Awkward, 21 Vertigo, 22 Viper,
24 Sundries, 27 Shortfall, 28 Build, 29 Deft, 30 At variance.

Down: 1 Bump, 2 Trademark, 3 Opium, 4 Lecture, 5 Somehow, 7 Ideal,
8 Extinction, 9 Retailer, 14 Ill-advised, 16 Alacrity, 18 Criterion, 20
Distant, 21 Vanilla, 23 Proof, 25 Rabbi, 26 Idle.

OCTOBER 28, 2026, WEDNESDAY    
■ Shaka Samvat 1948

■ Kartik Shaka 6

■ Kartik Parvishte 12

■ Hijari 1448

■ Krishna Paksha Tithi 3, up to 1:07 am

■ Vyatapata Yoga up to 7:19 am

■ Variyan Yoga up to 3:41 am

■ Kritika Nakshatra up to 1:26 pm

■ Moon in Taurus sign.

calendar

YESTERDAY’S SOLUTION

forecastsu do ku quick crossword

HARD

9 7 3 5 6 1 2 8 4

8 6 4 2 3 7 5 1 9

2 1 5 4 8 9 3 6 7

5 4 7 3 2 8 6 9 1

6 2 1 9 5 4 8 7 3

3 8 9 1 7 6 4 2 5

4 5 6 7 1 2 9 3 8

7 3 2 8 9 5 1 4 6

1 9 8 6 4 3 7 5 2

1 7 4
5 6

9 3 1
9 1 2

2 7 3 9
6 2 7

3 5 7
3 4

4 8 9

CITY MAX MIN
Chandigarh 32 15
New Delhi 30 16
Amritsar 28 16
Bathinda 30 12
Jalandhar 30 15
Ludhiana 32 15
Bhiwani 30 16
Hisar 30 15
Sirsa 29 16
Dharamsala 27 14
Manali 21 08
Shimla 22 12
Srinagar 22 03
Jammu 29 15

Kargil 13 00
Leh 11 --04

Dehradun 30 13
Mussoorie 22 11

SUNSET: WEDNESDAY 17:38 HRS
SUNRISE: THURSDAY 06:35 HRS

TEMPERATURE IN OC
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Yes, whether we realise it or not, anger is a very big
enemy. Lord Krishna has warned about it in many verses
in the Bhagavad Gita, especially in verse 16.21, when He
described it as a door to hell. Anger is that harmful.
Surprisingly, some of us think anger is a necessary tool
to be used on others. It can be, if it is controlled, which
it hardly ever is. The common manifestation is anger
taking possession, with eyes turning red and foul
words streaming out of the mouth. Some of us take pride
in getting angry; how dangerous anger is!

Other characteristics of anger — the ever-present
enemy — include the absence of any warning. It makes
its dreaded appearance, and we are completely helpless
about it. Even people mainly in the mode of goodness
— the highest — are guilty of losing control over them-

selves. The example of Durvasa Muni is a well-known one.
Anger is most difficult to get rid of, even more so than
lust, if that is possible.

There are several causes for anger to appear. The first
one must be inconvenience of some sort. Who wants to
be inconvenienced? Overstress is a close second. One
is likely to get angry when the pressure is high. Then, the
opulence of power makes one use this bad emotion on
others willingly. Anyone or even anything can fall prey
to it. Others also do their part by inciting anger through
unpleasant actions.

There are many harms caused by anger. The first one

must be the loss of peace of mind. Bodily signs appear
besides red eyes and foul words; one is even ready with
threatening gestures. Blood pressure goes up; doctors
warn about it. Acidity is a sure giveaway that anger is
ruling. I check myself as soon as I begin to feel uneasy.
Except in the case of controlled anger with someone near
and dear, there is no benefit in getting angry.

How, then, should we deal with this formidable
enemy? The first step for me is to seek guidance and help
from God — who else? Silent chanting of Krishna, Krishna,
Krishna… follows, or should follow, for me. We are habit-
uated to blaming others for our troubles; we forget that,
out of the three sources of problems, the self is the major
offender. Others and natural forces are distant seconds
in this duhkhalaya (place of misery, 8.15).

I find forgiving to be the best antidote to anger. I have
realised that to forgive is divine. I watch myself because
I don’t wish to create more bad ‘karmaphalas’ (results
of acts) than I already have. I try to be careful to react
in a proper way, though I am quite frequently unsuccess-
ful. This is part of my routine for self-improvement. Isn’t
it wise to control anger? All said and done, my battle
against anger continues. Please get started now, not later;
it is an uphill task to be able to control anger.

OPINION 06NEW DELHI | WEDNESDAY | OCTOBER 28, 2026

fairly and accurately; except for
Congresswoman Pramila Jayapal, no official
has criticised the treatment of student protest-
ers by the police. US Secretary of State Marco
Rubio, in Mumbai on 20 October, said it was
an internal political matter. India’s strategic
autonomy is extremely sensitive to external
interference in internal affairs. None of the vet-
erans’ social media groups has touched on the
student protests, as 12 years of BJP rule have
made them immune to such deviations. This
took me back to the 1970s, when a batchmate
recently recalled the Emergency. He said that,
before going to the US for a course, he was
interviewed by the then Director General of
Military Training, Maj Gen Vir Vohra, who coun-
selled him on how to defend the Emergency.
Then, as now, the military has taken a neutral
position, though it has sworn to defend the
Constitution. He also recalled how, in Bombay,
a friend took him to listen to the socialist and
anti-Emergency activist George Fernandes
speak somewhere near Churchgate, where
Fernandes compared the Emergency to the
‘silence of the graveyard’. Later, he became the
most unlikely defence minister. Every govern-
ment, regardless of its political stance, has
attempted to keep the military under firm civil-
ian control. Any change in army behaviour was
contingent on the personality and military
ethos of its Army Chief. Some stood up,
spoke out and disagreed with government
policy, confined to its unconstitutional use,
rarely for interference in the Army’s internal
affairs. After the inept handling of Blue Star
(Golden Temple), Army Chiefs have kept a dis-
tance from any religious showdown. So, a
Maratha battalion located 1,000 m from
Ayodhya watched helplessly when Babri
Masjid was brought down, though it was duty-
bound to protect public property. The Army
was similarly held back during the Gujarat
riots, though it was ultimately brought in - but
too little, too late. All that has changed in the

last 12 years. All three services, in some way,
participate in functions to celebrate the reli-
gion of the majority community, while many
units have a secular house of worship. An Air
Marshal now heads the Ram Mandir Trust, and
the IAF last week performed its annual air
show across Namo Ghat, Varanasi, the PM’s
constituency, while he was present.

Since 2014, the integrity of most institutions
has been compromised. Despite the state’s
absolute control in Delhi, student protests in
July brought about a minister’s resignation and
now seek the CEC’s removal. This is not any
Gen Z uprising like those in Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh and Nepal. In India, regime
change will happen only through the ballot
box, not through street protests. There was
once the Arab Spring, which led to regime
change. Now, it is Europe’s dark winter, but
no regime change has taken place through the
streets; it has all happened through free and
fair elections. People have lost faith in the
centre-left or centre-right. Instead, they are
looking to the far-right parties, which have
made gains in Germany. Protests are ongoing
in France, Spain, Serbia, Belgium, Portugal, Italy,
Germany, Albania and Greece. But the demo-
cratic order will not change through the
streets, only through the ballot box.

The establishment’s accusation that the
opposition and student protestors are
attempting regime change is fear-mongering.
The students have a legitimate right to carry
out peaceful protests; the state’s denial of this
fundamental right through the use of exces-
sive state violence and preventive law to quell
the voice of youth reflects the poor training
and confidence of the police in internal secu-
rity management. 

The Prakash Singh report on police reforms
must be implemented so that the constitution-
al right to democratic dissent is protected
without the heart of New Delhi resembling a
police state.

Editor’s

With the victory of Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva, 80, Brazil has
once again shown that it does not believe in hollow
nationalism. Lula beat Flávio Bolsonaro with 51.8 per cent of
the vote, a margin of about 4.4 million ballots. Lula’s win has
surprised many, as he was not doing well before the election.

It will be debated for a long time why Lula won. The
economy helped for sure: inflation is tamed and
unemployment sits near record lows. Sovereignty helped
more. Washington’s tariffs and sanctions, which Donald Trump
tied to Jair Bolsonaro’s coup trial, let Lula cast himself as the
defender of national dignity rather than a tired incumbent.
Memory did the rest. Jair Bolsonaro is serving 27 years for
plotting to overturn the 2022 vote, and Flávio’s promise to
secure his father’s amnesty reminded voters what a
restoration might mean. Flávio, himself under corruption
investigation, never escaped that shadow. The protest vote
behind his first-round lead proved softer than expected: every
runoff poll had him ahead, and all underestimated Lula.

For Brazil, this is a reprieve, not a blank cheque. Lula
returns on 5 January, facing a hostile Congress, a narrow
mandate and a rival who says he cannot accept the result and
will ask the courts to annul it. Governing will demand
compromise and fiscal prudence.

Many who backed him did so partly out of fear of the
alternative; they will now expect results on prices, safety and
jobs, not merely a defence of institutions. At 80, Lula must
think about succession; the Workers’ Party cannot remain a
one-man movement.

For Latin America, the result checks a rightward tide. Javier
Milei openly backed Flávio, and Colombia elected the right-
wing Abelardo de la Espriella in June. Lula and Mexico’s Claudia
Sheinbaum now stand as the region’s leading counterweights
to Washington’s pressure, and Brazil’s size gives that resistance
heft. Mercosur trade, climate diplomacy and regional
integration regain their most influential champion. For Trump,
who hailed Flávio’s first-round lead as a “big victory”, this is a
strategic and personal setback: tariffs and pressure failed to
dislodge a leader they may even have strengthened. Expect
hard bargaining, though Lula has kept the door open, phoning
Trump in August to reopen trade talks. The message to the
world is plain. Populist nationalism is not invincible.

Democracies that prosecute coup plotters, run credible
elections and withstand foreign pressure can still command
public trust, and independent courts and electoral bodies, so
often cast as obstacles, proved a safeguard. For the Global
South, including India, Lula’s return preserves a forceful voice
for multipolar diplomacy and for BRICS, as great-power
pressure on middle powers rises.

Yet a margin this narrow leaves no room for triumphalism.
Lula won by defending democracy and sovereignty; he must
now deliver prosperity. Brazil survived the assault of 8
January 2023. It must now show, once more, that its
democracy holds.

Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva’s unprecedented fourth-
term victory offers a reprieve for Brazilian

democracy and checks the region’s rightward drift

Lula makes a 
historic comeback

No one is above the law
The rising number of fatal accidents caused by under-
age drivers in Kerala and across the nation is a matter
of grave concern. Before Kerala could recover from the
heart-wrenching Kochi-Nedumbassery tragedy, in
which an intoxicated 19-year-old driving a Mini Cooper
killed three scooter riders, another life was lost in Kochi’s
Cheranalloor. In this latest incident, a scooterist was
killed by a Mercedes-Benz allegedly driven by a 17-year-
old minor. The minor, the son of an additional sessions
judge, was reportedly taken into custody again only after
intense protests by the victim’s grieving family. Recent
reports state that his father has also been arraigned as
an accused in the case. The incident has sparked public
debate over the leniency often granted to perpetrators
because of their age.

As a society, we must take collective responsibility
for preventing minors from driving. Parents must be held
legally accountable and penalised severely for allow-
ing unlicensed minors to drive their vehicles.
Furthermore, no one’s wealth, position or influence
should provide an escape route from justice. Fatal, reck-
less acts must be dealt with firmly under the law, regard-
less of the perpetrator’s background. Let us not forget
that no one is above the law.

M PRADYU | KANNUR

Political discourse needs decorum
Apropos, “Kharge’s Modi remark sparks BJP protests”,
October 27. AICC president Mallikarjun Kharge’s report-
ed remark, “Modi ka baap bhi jayega”, referring to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi at an event in Patna, reflects
political frustration and crosses the boundaries of
decency and decorum expected from a leader of his
stature. Political differences are natural in a democra-
cy, but personal insults against the Prime Minister under-
mine the dignity of public discourse.

By insulting a leader elected by millions of Indians,
such remarks risk being seen as disrespectful to the
people who have placed their trust in him. Senior politi-
cians must demonstrate maturity, restraint and respon-
sibility in their public statements.

Such name-calling often occurs when leaders shift
their focus from serving the people to politicising issues
for political gain. Instead of resorting to personal attacks,
leaders should offer constructive criticism, credible alter-
natives and solutions to public problems.

Democracy deserves responsible debate, not reckless
rhetoric. Political leaders must remember that their
words carry weight and influence public sentiment.
Maintaining dignity in political discourse is essential to
preserving public trust in democratic institutions.

N SADHASIVA REDDY | BENGALURU 
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People gather at the Golden Temple to pay obeisance on the birth anniversary of
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The curbs on peaceful protests in New Delhi raise troubling questions about democratic dissent, institutional autonomy and
the excessive use of state power. A democracy must protect the right to question authority, not turn its capital 

into a fortress against its own citizens
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Rally should not disrupt Diwali trade
With reference to the news report, “Traders urge Rahul,
INDIA bloc to defer November rally till after Diwali”
(October 27), the proposed rally by the INDIA bloc at Delhi’s
Ramlila Maidan on November 1 has raised serious con-
cerns among traders.

The rally, demanding the removal of Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar over alleged large-scale
electoral roll deletions, could disrupt business just days
before Diwali, potentially causing losses estimated at
`10,000 crore. Ramlila Maidan lies within five kilometres
of several major wholesale and retail markets. Traffic diver-
sions, barricading and possible metro station closures
could prevent customers from reaching these markets.
The Delhi Chamber of Trade and Industry has urged Rahul
Gandhi to postpone the rally until after November 10 to
protect traders’ interests and allow people from Delhi and
neighbouring states to complete their festive 
shopping. November 1 also marks the anniversary of the
1984 anti-Sikh violence following Indira Gandhi’s assas-
sination. Any politicisation of this sensitive issue could
disturb communal harmony.

Considering traders’ concerns, the potential econom-
ic losses and the public’s need to celebrate Diwali
peacefully, why can’t the INDIA bloc postpone the rally?

P VICTOR SELVARAJ | TAMIL NADU

AJIT KUMAR
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On October 19, I attended a seminar at the
Imperial Hotel, which is the epitome of colonial
heritage, a relic the owners have diligently pro-
tected, preserved and promoted, whereas close
by, Delhi Gymkhana Club (DGC), a senior relic, is
under threat of eviction and its administration
taken over by a government structure. Other colo-
nial facilities in the vicinity, like the Race Course,
have been closed down, and the IAF’s golf
course is in the crosshairs. Previously, the secu-
rity of the Prime Minister was cited as the reason
for this. As a first step, the DGC staff living on the
premises had to be relocated. But now, since the
PM’s residence is being relocated, things should
change. The resplendent Rashtrapati Bhawan, the
ultimate symbol of colonial legacy, will stay, as
will North and South Blocks — their innards, once
the nuclear shelter, will become museums.

After the recent protests against the Election
Commission of India at Jantar Mantar and other
places, Roopchand, driver of the Imperial Hotel,
showed me the protest sites and said that, as he
could not access the hotel on his bike during the
protests, he had to take the metro to East Patel
Nagar and then walk the rest of the 10 km to the
hotel. If there was a kind policeman near the bar-
ricades, he might let him pass. Otherwise, he
would have to dodge the police like the protes-
tors, through the by-lanes. He suggested, why not
relocate the ECI? My drive through Jantar Mantar,
Sansad Marg, All India Radio and ECI was eye-
opening. There were at least 20,000 police/para-
military personnel and millions of barricades and
buses neatly lined up along the street to arrest
and relocate protestors. It was an ocean of khaki
and camouflage fabric even on a non-protest day.
On Vijayadashami, the Cockroach Janata Party
(CJP, downgraded by the CJI from a cockroach to
a fly) was ceremonially put to rest by being burnt
along with the effigies of Ravan. But the appar-
ent disenfranchisement of 130mn voters due to
‘logical discrepancies’, with the courts observing
that they can vote the next time, was not extin-
guished. Social media is agog, citing cases of dis-
crepancy/cheating abetted by the ECI. The dispro-
portionate use of force was augmented with
unlawful, undemocratic force multipliers.

UNHRC, Geneva, and several human rights
experts criticised the government for blocking the
constitutional rights to peaceful protests, which
were dutifully rejected by the MEA spokesperson.
Al Jazeera and BBC have portrayed the protests

Anger: Silent enemy, which gains control over us

ASHOK K
MEHTA

A rude child is often telling us something, 
in the only words he or she has.

Our tradition does not ask parents to respond to rudeness with rude-
ness or give in to it. It asks for something wiser, which depends
on the child's age. A verse attributed to Chanakya says: "Lalayet
pancha varshani, dasha varshani tadayet; prapte tu shodashe varshe
putram mitravad acharet." Shower love in the first five years. In the
next ten, guide with firmness, so that the child learns limits. When
the child turns sixteen, treat him or her as a friend. The word
"tadayet" literally means to chastise, but its spirit today is firm and
steady training, not harshness.

The Gita gives parents a rule for every difficult conversation:
"Anudvegakaram vakyam satyam priya-hitam cha yat" (17.15). Speak
so that you do not agitate, speak truthfully, speak pleasantly, and
speak for the listener's good. The Taittiriya Upanishad records a
teacher's farewell words to his students: "Whatever good conduct
you see in us, follow that." Children follow what they see more than
what they are told. If we want gentle speech from them, our own
tone at home is the first lesson. Behind a rude reply there is often
tiredness, fear, shame or a longing to be heard.

Today, when your child is rude, wait for three breaths before answer-
ing. Reply with one sentence that is true, kind and useful, and later,
in a calm moment, ask what was behind the outburst. —DAIV

Understanding the Rude
Child: A Word to Parents



Every democracy
lives by two kinds of
lines. There are the
visible ones that
separate con-
stituencies on a
map. And there are
the invisible ones
that determine who
is allowed to draw
them, under what
rules, and with what
claim to authority.
India has spent

decades arguing about the first. It has barely
begun a serious conversation about the second.

The constitutional freeze on the inter-state allo-
cation of Lok Sabha seats, which continues to
anchor representation to the 1971 population
base, has long outlived the demographic reali-
ties it was meant to stabilise. Differential rates
of population growth across states have produced
a growing divergence between the distribution
of seats and the distribution of citizens. This is not
a new observation. Scholars, political parties, and
federal forums have examined the distributive
consequences in considerable detail — the rel-
ative gains that would accrue to some states, the
relative losses that would fall on others, and the
possible formulas that might soften the impact.
That debate is both legitimate and necessary.

What has received far less sustained attention
is a prior institutional question: once any new
formula is settled, who will translate it into

actual constituency boundaries, under
what constraints, and with what degree
of continuity?

India's settled practice has been to
create a Delimitation Commission by
special statute, assign it a finite task, and
dissolve it once the work is completed. This
pattern has been repeated across succes-
sive exercises. Between commissions, the
institutional capacity itself largely disap-
pears — no standing secretariat, no accu-
mulating body of reasoned decisions, no
continuously refined methodology. Recent
legislative efforts followed the same tem-
plate rather than departing from it.

Although this is not a constitutional
necessity, Article 82 leaves the authority
and manner of readjustment to be determined
by Parliament through ordinary law. In the
Constituent Assembly, BR Ambedkar was clear
that, while the Constitution laid down the
underlying principles, the machinery for drawing
constituencies was deliberately left flexible so
that future legislatures could adapt it to chang-
ing circumstances. The recurring preference for
temporary, single-purpose bodies is therefore a
policy choice, not an inevitable feature of the con-
stitutional design.

Temporary bodies have inherent limitations.
They do not accumulate institutional memory.
They do not refine methods across successive
cycles. They do not leave behind a growing, citable
archive of reasoned decisions against which later
choices can be measured. Recent delimitation

exercises have included public consultation and
the publication of draft orders, which is to their
credit. Yet, without standing numerical bench-
marks and a continuing obligation to justify depar-
tures from them, the process remains less open
to disciplined scrutiny than a body with institu-
tional continuity would allow.

Other parliamentary democracies have made
a different institutional bet. The United Kingdom's
Boundary Commissions are permanent statuto-
ry bodies that review constituencies on a fixed
cycle. Canadian commissions, though constitut-
ed after each census, operate under standing
statutory rules that require published reasons
when they deviate from strict population equal-
ity. Australia links redistribution to statutory trig-
gers and defined thresholds of malapportion-

ment. None of these arrange-
ments has eliminated political
conflict over boundaries. What
they have done is treat the capac-
ity to draw electoral lines as a
continuing public function rather
than an instrument assembled
afresh under conditions of
maximum political pressure.

There is a further difficulty of
sequencing. To construct a per-
manent delimitation authority at
the precise moment when the
distribution of political power
among states is being renegoti-
ated is to build the institution
inside the conflict it will later be

asked to referee. Institutions created under acute
distributive pressure often absorb the anxieties
of that moment into their design. The risk is not
merely technical; it is a risk to the long-run legit-
imacy of the body itself.

An alternative path is available that does not
require the seat-share dispute to be resolved first.
Parliament could, by ordinary legislation, estab-
lish a permanent technical delimitation author-
ity whose initial mandate is limited to maintain-
ing demographic data, developing and publish-
ing methodology, and reporting to Parliament
— without the power to alter any boundary. After
the next census, that authority could conduct a
fully transparent, non-binding technical exercise,
placing its numbers and reasoning in the public
domain for scrutiny. Only after the constitution-

al question of the freeze has been settled
would its substantive powers be activated.

Such sequencing would keep the distributive
decision where it belongs: in the realm of
elected politics, argued openly. It would also
ensure that the technical instrument already
exists, tested and trusted, rather than being
forged in the heat of the next contest.

The disagreement over relative seat shares
among states is real and must be confronted
directly. As Amitabh Kundu, Santosh Mehrotra and
others have carefully shown, the delimitation
question is not a simple contest between democ-
racy and federalism. It concerns the appropriate
balance between two legitimate objectives —
electoral equality and territorial accommodation
within a federal polity. Population should remain
the dominant criterion, but it need not be the sole
criterion. Institutional design does not dissolve
that disagreement. What it offers is a steadier pro-
cedural framework within which the disagree-
ment can be addressed.

The next delimitation, whenever it happens,
will reshape the weight of citizenship and the
balance among regions for a generation. The
numbers on the map will matter. The authori-
ty we grant to those who draw the map may
matter more — precisely because it is the part
of the argument that receives least attention until
it is too late to redesign.

How different was the erstwhile state of Jammu and
Kashmir (presently divided into two Union Territories) from
the rest of the states? This is a vital question that has mul-
tiple answers, each of which is a separate topic of research
and discussion. However, one glaring difference has been
highlighted by the date October 26.

While the rest of the states and Union Territories cel-
ebrate their 'Foundation Day', Jammu and Kashmir cele-
brates it as 'Accession Day' — the day (October 26, 1947)
when the pre-1947 ruler of the state decided to accede
to India. It is not merely a term or description but a strong

symbol encompassing the turbulent history of what was once the sprawling Himalayan
state, which shared borders with four countries. The Partition of India in 1947 and the
subsequent accession of Jammu and Kashmir to India changed the entire geographi-
cal map of the region.

October 26, 2026, marked the 79th 'Accession Day', which is widely celebrated nation-
wide and, of course, in the Union Territories of Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh, which
were once part of the same state. The state had the unique distinction of being a con-
glomerate of three diametrically opposite regions — Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh - rep-
resenting, in true terms, the oft-repeated dictum of 'Unity in Diversity' in the context of
overall national diversity and unity. The regions differ in their geographical and geo-
logical features, religion, language, culture, etc. Still, they survived as a unit, notwith-
standing some inherent differences, until August 5, 2019, when the Narendra Modi gov-
ernment introduced constitutional changes with far-reaching consequences. This result-
ed in the demotion and division of the historic state of Jammu and Kashmir into two
Union Territories through the dilution of Article 370 of the Constitution. Yet 'Accession
Day', despite losing its sheen, has not lost its relevance one bit, as it has become an umbil-
ical cord connecting India and Jammu and Kashmir since its inception and to this day.

This is also because whatever has happened since October 26, 1947, including the devel-
opments of August 5, 2019, has its roots in 'Accession Day'. It paved the way for the erst-
while princely state of Jammu and Kashmir, ruled by the Maharaja, to join the Indian
Union. India has consistently claimed Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) as its rightful
territory, and a unanimous resolution was passed by Parliament in this regard in 1994.
And rightly so. At the time, the then Maharaja of Jammu and Kashmir, Hari Singh, signed
the Instrument of Accession with India for the entire territory of Jammu and Kashmir
governed and controlled by him at that juncture. It was the subsequent Pakistan-engi-
neered attack on the state through 'Kabailis' (tribals) in
1948 that led to this development. The attack took place
against the backdrop of a 'Standstill Agreement' proposed
by the Maharaja to both India and Pakistan on August 12,
1947. Under the agreement, the provision was to main-
tain existing administrative, communication and econom-
ic arrangements after British paramountcy lapsed.
Pakistan readily accepted it, only to violate it immediate-
ly thereafter, whereas India refused to do so, which ulti-
mately led to the signing of the 'Instrument of Accession'.

The then Prime Minister of Jammu and Kashmir,
Janak Singh, sent identical telegrams to India and
Pakistan, proposing that all pre-Partition arrangements,
such as postal, telegraph and transport services, continue unchanged. The ostensible
idea was to make Jammu and Kashmir a buffer state between India and Pakistan. Pakistan
immediately accepted the proposal on August 15, 1947, and intimated by telegram that
the services would continue. Its dubious design had started taking shape from here
onwards. The arrangement with Pakistan collapsed after Pakistan imposed an econom-
ic blockade, going against the spirit of the 'Standstill Agreement'. Subsequently, it con-
ceived and backed 'Operation Gulmarg', allowing tribal forces to invade Jammu and
Kashmir in October 1947. The Pakistan-backed operation led to looting, plunder and the
killing of innocent people across caste and religious lines, bringing immeasurable misery.
Pakistan's backtracking on the 'Standstill Agreement' and its attempt to grab Kashmir
by force left Maharaja Hari Singh with no option but to sign the 'Instrument of Accession'
with India. The route to signing the agreement was not smooth, given the Maharaja's
reservations and the Indian government's steadfast position that he first had to clarify
his intentions in writing before New Delhi signed the agreement and sent the Indian
Army to defend Kashmir. Finally, left with no choice as the marauding Pakistan-backed
tribal forces had almost reached Srinagar, Maharaja Hari Singh came to terms with the
situation. He signed the Instrument of Accession with India on October 26, 1947. And
the rest, as they say, is history. It is another matter that Pakistan has, to this day, refused
to recognise ground realities and has continued targeting Jammu and Kashmir through
wars, both direct and proxy. The lone surviving witness to the events of that time and
son of Maharaja Hari Singh, nonagenarian Dr Karan Singh, who was then the heir appar-
ent of Jammu and Kashmir, aptly described the situation: "Death and destruction were
fast approaching Srinagar; our smug world had collapsed around us…."

After the British left the Indian subcontinent on August 14, 1947, the princely state of
Jammu and Kashmir remained independent for 73 days. Maharaja Hari Singh was already
grappling with internal disturbances, with multiple uprisings against Dogra rule, most
notably in 1924 and 1931. He also faced a formidable challenger in Sheikh Mohammed
Abdullah of the National Conference, who became the symbol of the democratic strug-
gle against the monarchy. The National Conference, earlier called the Muslim
Conference, was influenced by the Reading Room Party of 1931, an anti-Dogra group of
left-wing Muslim intellectuals from the Jammu region.

This was another backdrop to the events of 1947-48. Caught in the crossfire, Maharaja
Hari Singh's indecision ultimately led to the signing of the Instrument of Accession with
India, leaving him with no other option. Experts believe his preferred choice was to remain
an independent principality. The 'Standstill Agreement' was ostensibly intended to secure
recognition of Jammu and Kashmir's suzerainty by both India and Pakistan, with its borders
extending towards China, Tibet, the then USSR and Afghanistan.

Pakistan had accepted the proposal immediately, only to violate the agreement months
later. However, India did not do so and instead asked the Maharaja to send a represen-
tative to New Delhi for further discussions on the 'Standstill Agreement', which never
materialised. 'Accession Day' is now an annual public holiday in the Union Territory of
Jammu and Kashmir. It was officially declared an annual public holiday by the govern-
ment in 2020, but only after the demand had acquired a controversial dimension, leading
to protests and demonstrations. The then Lieutenant Governor's administration, over-
seen by the Union Home Ministry, took time to finally accept the demand. This followed
considerable controversy and rancour generat-
ed by vested political interests seeking to foment
communal and regional divisions.
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income from famous Hindu temples such as Tirupati is spent.
It is noteworthy that, despite Pakistani cricketer Shahid

Afridi having made highly objectionable comments against
India and the Indian Prime Minister, with Pakistani army
personnel standing with him somewhere in Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir (PoK), the Shahid Afridi Foundation's website
continued to display messages of support from Indian
cricket legend and Bharat Ratna Sachin Tendulkar. Later,
Yuvraj Singh and Harbhajan Singh withdrew their support
messages from the website. The Indian Prime Minister also
faced foul and filthy comments on the website, which were
even more dangerous than corona.

Leading cricketers are hesitant to make clear-cut statements
in favour of the BCCI imposing much-needed harsh conditions
on the International Cricket Council (ICC) to expel Pakistan,
which is accused of generating terror, from the ICC. This is
obviously because of the hefty monetary receipts they receive
from the BCCI in the form of annual salary packages, pensions,
match money and award money, amounting to crores of
rupees per cricketer annually. The Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB)
and the ICC are financially dependent on Indian cricket.  The
ICC cannot function without India's membership. . Isolating
Pakistan in every field would practically ruin the country eco-
nomically, which is a better option than war.

Following a CIC verdict, Hockey India revealed that 10,917
complimentary tickets were issued for the 2014 Men’s
Champions Trophy in Bhubaneswar, while 22,935 tickets
remained unsold. It also distributed 6,030 complimentary
tickets each for the semi-final and final matches of the Hockey
India League on 21 and 22 February 2015, respectively.

It is now clear that Hockey India is badly mismanaged in
all aspects, including fund management and the promotion
of hockey to restore India's position as world champion. The
Union Ministry of Sports should instead stop all financial grants
to Hockey India because funds are being spent on payments
to individuals or private companies in the form of legal fees
and commissions rather than on promoting hockey in the
country. Instead, a separate wing could be formed within the
Union Ministry of Sports to promote hockey. It would spend
money on legal fees and commissions according to norms
set by the Union government rather than those decided by
Hockey India's office-bearers.

On the other hand, central and state governments shower
crores of rupees on cricketers, apart from the hefty
annual salaries of up to Rs 7 crore per cricketer and the life-
long pensions paid by the BCCI after their retirement from
cricket. The people of India are also responsible for such
inequality when they prefer talking about and watching
only cricket, resulting in India losing its world championship
in hockey and remaining largely absent from the world's
most popular game, football. 

The central government should ensure that BCCI funds
are utilised for public welfare schemes in the manner in
which income from famous Hindu temples such as
Tirupati is spent, rather than creating a super-rich catego-
ry of people in a country with so much poverty and unem-
ployment. It is good that Indian sports such as kho-kho are
finally being promoted at the international level. 

The Union government should also promote other
Indian sports, especially those played in villages in earlier
times, such as kabaddi, at the international level, giving rural
youth opportunities to participate in international sports,
as has rightly been done in wrestling.

Medals won by Indians at the Asian Games are often won
by youngsters from extremely poor families, but they are
soon forgotten by the government and the people of this
country, much like Budhia, the five-year-old child who
created a record in a 55-km race. Budhia is reportedly now
in poor health due to malnutrition.

Cricket's wealth must not come at
the cost of other sports
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J and K: From princely 
state to Union territory

The missing institution in India's delimitation debate

It is indeed surprising
that the Board of
Control for Cricket in
India (BCCI) is not a
recognised National
Sports Federation, and
that giving salaries
and pensions to crick-
eters is an internal
matter for the BCCI. It
should be declared a
public authority under
the RTI Act, as recom-

mended by the Law Commission following a Supreme Court
verdict. Huge amounts of public money are spent by the
BCCI on salaries and pensions for individual cricketers and
coaches. Vinod Rai, chairperson of the Supreme Court-
appointed Committee of Administrators (CoA), tasked with
ensuring the implementation of the Justice RM Lodha
Committee report on the BCCI, warned on 03.07.2018 that
the then election results of the Delhi and District Cricket
Association (DDCA) could be annulled because of ethical
and constitutional inadequacies. 

He further pointed out that the elections had taken
place without a constitution endorsed by the Supreme
Court and that the DDCA had failed to put in place the
Supreme Court-advocated checks and balances to avert
possible conflicts of interest.

Elections witnessed an extraordinary amount of money
being spent by groups contesting them. The elected DDCA
chairperson had to resign after the unruly Annual General
Meeting (AGM) held on 29.12.2019, with signatories refusing
to sign hefty bills of ̀ 1 crore in legal fees for just one month
and `90 lakh to spruce up marquee stands for a T20
International, against about one-third of the awarded tender. 

For the convenience of candidates and voters, groups con-
testing all posts should be recognised by specific names,
and group candidates may be numbered according to the
alphabetical order of their group names, which should be
placed at the top of the Electronic Voting System. 

Independent candidates can be placed alphabetically after
group candidates. Since voters are mostly literate, even a
system of preferential voting can be implemented to avoid
candidates winning because of a split in votes.

Necessary safeguards should be ensured for future elec-
tions to the DDCA or any other state-level cricket body so
that the use of money power in campaigning may be restrict-
ed. Moreover, for the convenience of candidates and voters,
groups contesting all posts should be recognised, partic-
ularly when many cricketers have annual salary packages
of ` 7 crore (for a cricket coach, it is `10 crore), apart from
hefty match and award money.

All direct and indirect facilities and funding provided
by central and state governments should be given only
to recognised sports federations. As such, these should
be immediately withdrawn from the BCCI and its affili-
ated cricket bodies, which also include some government
bodies apart from state cricket associations. However,
the BCCI remains outside the purview of the RTI Act
because heavyweight politicians cutting across party lines
have deep administrative control over the BCCI and state
cricket associations, despite not having played a single
cricket match in their lifetimes.

The BCCI should totally abolish its policy of paying salaries
and pensions to cricketers. Indian cricketers receive hefty
match and award money, apart from their substantial
income from commercial advertisements. If the BCCI does
not stop the system of salaries and pensions for cricketers
and coaches, the central government should take over the
BCCI as part of the Department of Sports.

Sportspeople performing exceptionally well in other
games have to lead miserable lives because of low
incomes and the inability of their sports bodies to pay as
much as the BCCI does. In no case should any cricketer be
paid a salary or pension exceeding that fixed for the country's
highest-paid bureaucrat. The BCCI must not have the right
to spend funds generated by public enthusiasm on paying
cricketers excessively. 

The chairperson of Maruti once offered a practical sug-
gestion that top managements should avoid paying
obscene salaries to those at the top. Instead, there should
be a formula whereby the highest-paid person in an organ-
isation receives a maximum of 15-20 times the salary of the
lowest-paid staff member. The same formula must apply
to the BCCI. If the BCCI's earnings are the criterion for pay-
ments to cricketers, priests of famous temples could also
demand hefty payments based on temple income. The
central government should ensure that BCCI funds are
utilised for public welfare schemes in the manner in which
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The BCCI's lavish payments to cricketers, coupled with questions over transparency and accountability in sports
administration, highlight India's growing sporting inequality. Reforming cricket governance and redirecting public
support towards neglected disciplines such as hockey are essential to building a more balanced sporting culture



Morality  beyond  the  pledge 

European  media  hail  substantive  Viet Nam-EU  ties

Letters To The Editor e d i t o r @ t h e s t a t e s m a n . c o m

06

Incorporating and directly descended from 
the Friends of India -founded 1818

When governments face dissent, blaming outsiders 
can be more convenient than confronting the 
grievances at home. India’s latest unrest has revived 
this familiar political reflex, with allegations of foreign 

interference being invoked to cast suspicion on protests demanding 
accountability from the authorities. RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat 
has warned of international conspiracies, while BJP leaders have 
accused the opposition of conspiring with foreign forces to 
destabilise the country. The Prime Minister, too, has portrayed 
political opponents as damaging India’s interests. Yet allegations 
of a foreign-directed campaign require evidence of organisation, 
financing or operational control. Political associations, overseas 
travel and expressions of solidarity do not, by themselves, establish 
a conspiracy. Claims of an international network coordinating 
protests across several countries have added to the controversy. 
But connections between organisations, even when genuine, do 
not establish that they created or directed India’s unrest. Allegations 
of foreign interference must be independently verified rather 
than accepted on the strength of political assertions. 

None of this means foreign interference is imaginary. Governments, 
intelligence agencies, political organisations and online networks 
may exploit unrest beyond their borders. But exploitation is not 
authorship. The distinction is hardly new. Indira Gandhi invoked 
the foreign hand amid the political turmoil of the 1970s, when 
inflation, corruption allegations and popular discontent were 
challenging her government. The circumstances today are different, 
but the temptation to explain domestic opposition through 
external machinations remains recognisable. The danger lies in 
allowing suspicion of outsiders to displace scrutiny of the 
government itself. India’s protesters have raised questions about 
educational opportunities, institutional accountability and electoral 
integrity. The allegations surrounding electoral-roll revisions 
remain contested, and they must be investigated through evidence 
and established procedures. They cannot be settled by questioning 
the patriotism of those demanding answers. 

The events in Delhi on October 10 have added another dimension. 
Mass detentions, barricades, restrictions on movement and 
internet curbs became a story in their own right. Authorities may 
invoke public order to justify restrictions, but such measures 
cannot resolve the underlying disputes. In its heavy-handed 
clampdown on protesters, the Delhi Police may have supplied the 
most refined fuel to an already burning fire. Coercion can suppress 
an immediate demonstration while deepening resentment and 
providing a fresh focus for mobilisation. Nor should developments 
in Bangladesh, Nepal or Europe be treated as proof of a single 
international conspiracy. Countries with different political systems 
and histories can experience similar unrest because economic 
insecurity, distrust of institutions and frustration with political 
leadership are hardly confined by national borders. Movements 
may learn from one another without being directed by a common 
command. Pointing towards foreign hands doesn't explain India’s 
discontent. Fires burn within. Outsiders may add fuel to a fire; 
they do not ignite it. A government confident in its institutions 
should back allegations of foreign interference with credible 
evidence while addressing domestic grievances openly. Dissent 
is not proof of disloyalty. Neither is every allegation of conspiracy 
proof of foreign intervention. A democracy must be able to 
distinguish between the two.

In my earlier piece published in these 
columns, Between Heaven and the 
Street, I reflected on the quiet ordeal of 
an ordinary senior citizen fighting 

merely to secure a 100-foot neighbourhood 
stretch free from the menace of stray dogs 
within the framework of the Animal Birth 
Control Rules and judicial directives. In 
another reflection, Should a Senior Citizen 
Celebrate or Complain?, I wrote about the 
sheer disdain with which legitimate pleas 
for a peaceful, dignified existence are routinely 
met by civic authorities ~ where statutory 
obligations are brushed aside, and where 
senior police leadership, amidst grand 
public-relations campaigns, choose to block 
a complainant’s communication rather than 
redress a grievance. 

Now, the Central Vigilance Commission 
has announced the theme for Vigilance 
Awareness Week: “������ �� �����” ~ Probity 
for Prosperity. Though commemorated to 
mark the birth anniversary of Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel on 31 October, the campaign 
spans three long months, from 17 August to 
16 November 2026.  

A permanent fixture on the Commission’s 
portal is an open invitation for citizens to 
take the “Integrity Pledge”. I had taken the 
pledge years ago during the tenure of P. 
Daniel as Secretary, CVC. Visiting the portal 
again recently, where earlier attempts would 
display a prompt that the pledge had already 
been taken, I was allowed on 28 August 
2026 to generate a fresh certificate ~ this 
time carrying my signature alongside the 
full text of the pledge, joining over two crore 
recorded citizens. 

Yet, reading through those familiar tenets 
~ to follow probity, to act in the public 
interest, to lead by example ~ provoked an 
unsettling question: out of the 2,02,30,632 
pledges recorded, a vast majority belong to 
officials across police departments and civic 
bodies who proudly frame these certificates 
on office walls. But have these declarations 
genuinely transformed the everyday life of 
the common citizen? 

As a resource person on service matters 
and as one trained under a collaborative 
initiative of the Department of Personnel 
and Training and the UNDP to facilitate 

sessions on ethics and values, I have always 
maintained that integrity cannot be instilled 
through routine paperwork.  

Whenever invited to address senior officers 
on disciplinary proceedings and departmental 
inquiries at premier national institutions 
like the Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel National 
Police Academy ~ as recently as 2024 ~ I 
have consistently woven the vital ingredient 
of personal integrity into every session 
on rules. I remind them of Para 10.4(n) of 
the Vigilance Manual: preventive vigilance 
exists not to instil administrative dread, 
but to cultivate conscience and enhance 
managerial efficiency. 

Sixty years ago, the historic Santhanam 
Committee presciently observed: “In 
the long run, the fight against corruption 
will succeed only to the extent to which 
a favourable social climate is created. 
When such a climate is created and 
corruption becomes abhorrent to the 
minds of the public and public servants... 
administrative and disciplinary measures 
may become unimportant.” 

Real integrity has never waited for a 
certificate. The people who truly shaped 
my moral universe never logged onto a 
portal: 

1962: My father, supporting a household 
of nine on a meagre CPWD salary, never 
took an Integrity Pledge. When I was nine, 
I slipped away from a crowded stationery 
shop without paying for school notebooks, 
believing I had secured my “first earning”. 
My father did not strike or shout; he firmly 
ordered me back to the shop to return the 
money. The elderly Sikh shopkeeper wept, 
handing me two biscuits as a reward for 
honesty. That quiet correction anchored my 
conscience for life. 

1984: A Class IV employee, whom I had 
transferred from my section for overstepping 
official boundaries, bore no malice. Though 
a private moneylender of means, when the 
Planning Commission Thrift and Credit 
Society faced an acute fund deficit, he 
voluntarily deposited Rs. 35,000 from his 
personal savings solely to protect my 
institutional standing as Secretary. I still 

recall his words with moist eyes: “Chugh 
Sahib, Chaudhary ke hote Chugh Sahib par 
aanch nahin aane doonga.” 

2013: While overseeing administrative 
affairs of a premier national training institution, 
we discovered faculty drawing double the 
permissible training allowance. Supported 

by our Joint Secretary, Mr 
Alok Kumar (who later retired 
as Chief Secretary of Assam), 
we halted the irregular 
withdrawals. Though the 
decision stood unchallenged 
and saved public funds, I 
became an outcast to that 
institution ~ never invited 
again ~ even as premier 
national academies continued 
to seek my sessions. 

2024: On a crowded railway 
platform in Patna, an unknown 
passenger noticed my distress, 
guided me into the coach, 
and unconditionally 
surrendered his seat for a 

three-hour journey to Gaya. He sought 
neither compensation nor recognition, leaving 
behind a lasting bond of friendship and a 
lesson in unprompted human decency. 

2026: During a recent visit to Hyderabad 
(18 to 21 September 2026), my wife inadvertently 
left her handbag ~ containing cash, cards, 
and her mobile phone ~ at the Ganesh 
Butterfly Hotel. Srivelli, the steward, noticed 
the forgotten bag, traced our son’s number 
from the phone, and kept the belongings 
safely in her personal custody until they 
could be collected the next day. When  
offered a monetary token of appreciation, 
she politely declined. 

October brings a calendar rich with solemn 
observances: the International Day for Older 
Persons on 1 October, the birth anniversaries 
of Mahatma Gandhi and Lal Bahadur Shastri 
on 2 October, the anniversary of the Right 
to Information Act on 12 October, and the 
culmination of the vigilance campaign on 
Sardar Patel's birth anniversary on 31 October. 
While Bapu is remembered for refusing to 
preach what he did not first practice, millions 

will take oaths in the name of the Iron Man 
of India. 

High-level seminars will be attended by 
top brass, glossy souvenirs will be released, 
and the sacrifice of martyrs like young 
Satyendra Dubey ~ which led to the  
PIDPI Resolution ~ will be formally invoked. 
The RTI Act will be hailed as a pillar of 
transparency. 

Yet, the irony remains stark. The portal’s 
pledge text itself forces every citizen to 
concede that corruption remains deeply 
entrenched in our national fabric. The central 
public grievance portal, CPGRAMS, records 
nearly a quarter of citizens dissatisfied with 
the mechanical disposal of their plaints. 
Countless elderly citizens wage silent, 
exhausting battles simply to live in peace 
and dignity, while many more swallow their 
grievances in resignation. 

When Sardar Patel addressed the first 
batch of Indian Administrative Service 
officers, he reminded them: “You are the 
pioneers in the Indian Service, and the future 
of this service will depend much upon the 
foundation and traditions that will be laid 
down by you, by your character and abilities 
and by your spirit of service.” 

True character does not need the crutch 
of a digital oath. If we wish to offer genuine 
homage to Sardar Patel, we must remember 
that an authentic SARDAR is defined by 
Sincere Action Required for Doing Authentic 
Rectitude.  

My father, Chaudhary Sahib, the young 
traveller on the Patna platform, and the 
conscientious hotel manager in Hyderabad 
are the real Sardars of our times ~ living 
testimonies to unpledged integrity. 

As this season of anniversaries and 
commemorative pledges rolls in, one can 
only hope that our public servants and civic 
guardians move beyond self-congratulatory 
posters, look within, and learn from those 
who lead quietly by example.  

The ultimate measure of governance is 
not how many pledges we log, but whether 
the vulnerable, the elderly, and the common 
citizen can truly live with dignity and trust 
in the system.

Major European news outlets 
have hailed the outcomes of 
the talks of General Secretary 
of the Communist Party of 

Viet Nam Central Committee and President 
Tô Lâm with President of the European 
Council Antonio Costa and President of 
the European Commission Ursula von 
der Leyen in Brussels as a major step 
forward for Viet Nam-EU ties, which were 
upgraded to a Comprehensive Strategic 
Partnership in January this year. 
International media focused on the joint 
press release, which pointed to concrete 
progress in several areas. 

First, the two sides agreed to deepen 
cooperation in trade, investment and 
strategic raw materials, calling for full 
delivery of the EU-Vietnam Free Trade 
Agreement (EVFTA) and swift ratification 

of the EU-Vietnam Investment Protection 
Agreement (EVIPA). CEO Magazyn Polska 
reported that both sides named strategic 
raw materials, innovation and new 
technologies as priorities.  

Viet Nam holds important mineral 
resources used in batteries, 
electronic equipment and energy 
infrastructure, and closer 
cooperation could help the EU 
diversify its supply chains, 
though the Brussels statement 
announced no specific new 
mining contracts. 

Business news platforms, including The 
Europe Today and IEU Monitoring, zeroed 
in on the key economic aspects, including 
efforts to deliver on the EVFTA, accelerate 
EVIPA ratification, and cooperate in energy, 
critical raw materials, technology and 

commitments under the Just Energy 
Transition Partnership (JETP).  

Specialist media also highlighted Viet 
Nam’s role, noting that EU officials,  
including High Representative for Foreign 
Affairs and Security Policy Kaja Kallas, 

see it as a priority partner in the 
Indo-Pacific. 

Second, the two sides agreed to 
broaden cross-sectoral cooperation, 
tightening links in technology, innovation, 
education, strategic infrastructure and 
green transition.  

Observers noted that Viet Nam 
supplies the European market with electronic 
and electrical products, apparel and footwear, 
while European companies sell machinery, 
chemicals, transport equipment and other 
industrial goods to Viet Nam.  

Stronger investor protection could support 

manufacturing and infrastructure projects. 
Anadolu said Viet Nam needs stable energy 
supplies to sustain its expanding export- 
oriented industries, opening potential 
opportunities for European equipment 
suppliers, infrastructure developers and 
financiers.  

Third, the two sides reaffirmed their 
commitment to security cooperation and 
green transition. They confirmed plans to 
boost investment through the Global 
Gateway initiative and the JETP.  

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio’s visit to Jamnagar 
highlights an emerging reality in India-US relations: 
energy infrastructure has become a source of geopolitical 
influence. As Washington seeks to contain fuel-price 

pressures and diversify oil supplies, India’s refining industry 
offers opportunities that extend beyond commercial transactions. 
The challenge for New Delhi is to convert this interest into lasting 
economic and strategic gains without compromising its national 
interests. Reliance Industries’ Jamnagar complex, capable of 
processing about 1.4 million barrels of crude oil daily, occupies a 
distinctive position in global energy markets. Its ability to handle 
heavy crude, including Venezuelan grades, makes it a potential 
partner for the United States as Washington seeks to expand 
Venezuelan oil supplies and encourage greater purchases of 
American energy. With US midterm elections approaching, fuel 
prices carry immediate political significance for President Donald 
Trump’s administration. For India, cooperation must serve national 
interests rather than Washington’s geopolitical preferences. Russian 
oil became a major source of supply after the invasion of Ukraine 
disrupted global energy flows. Replacing it with American or 
Venezuelan crude makes sense only if the alternatives offer 
competitive prices, reliable supplies and comparable economic 
benefits. Washington’s adjustments to restrictions on Venezuelan 
oil and temporary relief involving Russian petroleum products 
illustrate how domestic economic pressures can reshape foreign 
policy. This underscores the need for India to assess energy 
partnerships on their commercial merits rather than political 
expectations. The commercial opportunity also requires a realistic 
assessment. Processing more Venezuelan crude in India would 
not automatically lower fuel prices for American consumers. The 
outcome would depend on additional volumes, transport costs, 
refining margins and the destination of the finished products. 
Nor does Rubio’s visit establish that Reliance has committed to 
specific purchases or exports. Potential cooperation must be 
distinguished from binding commercial agreements. The proposed 
Texas refinery presents a separate opportunity. Reliance’s 
participation could deepen industrial ties and create a new avenue 
for investment, but any commitment should rest on commercial 
viability, regulatory certainty and expected returns. Diplomatic 
goodwill cannot substitute for a sound business case. Trade 
remains the larger test of the relationship. Cooperation on energy 
could help restore momentum to negotiations, but it will not 
resolve disagreements over tariffs, market access and preferential 
treatment. Indian exporters need predictable rules, while businesses 
on both sides require confidence that agreements will endure 
beyond immediate political pressures. New Delhi should approach 
the emerging partnership with clear priorities: diversify supplies, 
attract productive investment, protect affordable energy access 
and secure improved opportunities for Indian exports. These 
objectives are compatible with closer American engagement, 
provided the benefits are reciprocal. Jamnagar’s significance lies 
in the industrial capacity that has made India relevant to 
Washington’s calculations. Whether that leverage produces lasting 
benefits will depend on the terms negotiated in the months 
ahead. India’s growing strategic importance creates room to 
bargain; disciplined diplomacy must ensure that the resulting 
gains extend beyond a single refinery or a temporary convergence 
of interests.

Foreign  Hand

Energy  Leverage 

The text of the integrity pledge 
text itself forces every citizen to 
concede that corruption 
remains deeply entrenched in 
our national fabric. The central 
public grievance portal records 
nearly a quarter of citizens 
dissatisfied with the mechanical 
disposal of their plaints. 
Countless elderly citizens wage 
silent, exhausting battles simply 
to live in peace and dignity, while 
many more swallow their 
grievances in resignation
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WISHING all devotees of St. Jude a  
very Happy Feast day. — DS. 

PERSONAL

Confused 
 
Sir, Marco Rubio, the US Secretary of 

State has most graciously descended in 
India. Here, he assures that the Indo-US 
trade deal is almost finalised, just some 
words and phrases to be corrected. He 
clarifies that the imposition of tariffs and 
the visa changes are not against India.  

He, of course, does not bring up the 
matter of the dumping of 104 shackled 
Indians in Amritsar. Mr Rubio shares a 
message from President Trump that America 
considers India a dependable friend and a 
valued trade partner.  

We feel highly flattered by Trump’s 
eccentric friendship for India. However, 
just adjacent to this uplifting news is the 
warning by RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat on 
the protests by GenZ against the collapse 
of the education system and that of political 
parties against Gyanesh Kumar, CEC and 

SIR conducted fraudulently. He cautions 
that the ‘regime change’ demand is to 
dismember the country. He likens it with 
protests going on in Albania, France, 
Bangladesh and Nepal and calls it the “storm 
from the West”. 

We are very confused. Is this agent from 
the West here to clandestinely foment 
disturbance in the country? 

Yours, etc., Anil Bagarka, 
Mumbai, 21 October.  

 

Rubio�s visit 
Sir, I refer to “Rubio backs India, calls 

UN experts an Oxymoron”. US Secretary of 
State Marco Rubio met External Affairs 
Minister S. Jaishankar in Mumbai and held 
discussions on trade, energy, defence, 
technology, and people-to-people ties. He 
also met leaders of Tata, Adani, and Reliance 
groups, before touring Reliance’s Jamnagar 
refinery complex.   

The itinerary conveyed that Washington 
sees India not merely as a diplomatic  
partner but as a commercial and energy- 
security partner.  

By engaging directly with Indian business 
groups, the US administration highlighted 
investment, technology access, and energy 
trade as the operational pillars of the 
relationship.  

Rubio’s visit to India is taking place at a 
crucial time, when uncertainty over tariffs, 
differences over Russia’s war in Ukraine, 
and challenges related to energy policy and 
immigration have left India-U.S. relations 
in need of reassurance.  

Although it may improve the immediate 
atmosphere and facilitate a trade agreement, 
it does not resolve the fundamental issues 
of tariff uncertainty, dependence on Russian 
oil, immigration restrictions, and differing 
strategies toward Pakistan. India should 
seek cooperation while maintaining its 
strategic autonomy, especially in matters 

of energy and agriculture.  
Yours, etc., Bal Govind, Noida, 22 October. 
 

Teach English 
Sir, Apropos “Is English foreign to us?”, 

the rationale behind enrolment in 
English-medium schools is the necessity 
of English as the medium of instruction in 
all subjects. This is the first stepping-stone 
on the path to success in advanced studies.  

 West Bengal’s vernacular schools dispensed 
with English at the primary level during 
the Left Front regime which was detrimental 
to the students. It is praiseworthy that the 
present BJP regime of our state is committed 
to ensure academic performance of students 
from Class 1 to 12 in government schools of 
West Bengal. Their academic performance 
in each of the classes needs to lay emphasis 
on studies in English language.  

Yours, etc., Anindya Ghosal,  
Burdwan, 26 October.



FIGHT TO A FINISH

COMMONWEALTH & 
FOREIGN OIL 
COMPANIES 
SYDNEY, OCT. 

OPENING the Country Press Conference, 
Mr. Page, Treasurer of the Commonwealth, 
said that the foreign oil companies had not 
only bled the country white, but were attempting 
to lay down how the country should progress. 
The Federal Government was prepared to 
fight them to a finish. 

Foreign oil companies’ levies greatly 
handicapped the progress of road locomotion 
in Australia and the Federal Government was 
determined that this should not be allowed to 
continue indefinitely. The Commonwealth oil 
refineries formed for the purpose of making 
Australia independent in times of emergency 
would soon demonstrate the exorbitance of 
importers’ prices.—Reuter’s Special Service. 

 

BUYERS AND JOBBERS 
RECOMMENDATION OF 
THE FOOD COUNCIL 
LONDON, OCT. 

IN the House of Commons, replying to 
questions, Sir Phillip Cunliffe-Lister stated that 
the Government had communicated to the Tea 
Brokers’ and Jobbers’ Association the 
recommendation of the Food Council that the 
Association should prohibit its members from 
acting simultaneously as buyers and jobbers. 

The Association had replied that the matter 
was receiving attention.— Reuter’s Special 
Service. 

 

COAL DISPUTE 
EFFORT TO RE-OPEN 
NEGOTIATIONS 

The Prime Minister, accompanied by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer and the Minister 
of Mines, met representatives of the Trades 
Union Congress in the Premier’s room in the 
House of Commons on Tuesday evening at the 
latter’s request, and discussed the coal situation. 

Proceedings were secret, says Reuter, but it 
is believed that the Congress leaders requested 
the summoning of the coalowners’ and miners’ 
representatives. Mr. Baldwin replied that 
Government inter-vention was useless while 
the present attitude was persisted in. 

In addition to the meeting between the 
Trades Union delegates and the Cabinet 
Ministers it is understood that a peace move 
has been initiated by several prominent men, 
notably Lord Derby and the Marquess of 
Londonderry. 

There was a sudden development yesterday, 
and Mr. A. J. Cook has been summoned from 
Walsall to London to meet the Trades Union 
Council. The summoning of Mr. Cook to 
London in a sequel to the decision of the 
Council to ask the Executive of the Miners’ 
Federation to meet them as soon as possible 
to discuss the reopening of negotiations. 

RAMAKRUSHNA BARAL 
AND NEERAJ KUMAR 
 

No thing could b e  more 
damaging to a growing 
department than to neglect 
its library or to give it a 

low priority.” The Kothari Commission 
recognised libraries as intellectual 
engines of higher education. Over 
half a century later, its warning remains 
pertinent. At the 2023 Festival of 
Libraries, President Droupadi Murmu 
described libraries as bridges between 
civilisations and recalled the loss of 
Nalanda’s collections. She urged that 
libraries serve as the “drawing room 
and study” of the community. 

Although India promotes a digital 
knowledge economy and Indian 
Knowle dge Systems (IKS) ,  the 
infrastructure for preserving and 
democratising knowledge remains 
uneven and under-resourced. A 
knowledge economy requires libraries, 
archives, reading rooms, and trained 
professionals alongside bandwidth 
and subscriptions. 

The emphasis on IKS under the 
National Education Policy 2020 offers 
an opportunity to connect traditional 
knowledge with contemporary education. 
However, this depends on preserving 
primary sources. India’s manuscripts, 
recorded on palm leaves, birch bark, 
handmade paper, and copper plates, 
document its intellectual, scientific, 
linguistic, and cultural traditions. 

The National Mission for Manuscripts, 
established in 2003, was subsequently 
restructured under the Gyan Bharatam 
Mission. By 2026, over eight lakh 
manuscripts had been digitised, while 
the National Manuscript Survey had 
identified more than 1.19 crore. This 
gap demonstrates the work remaining. 
The government has committed 
substantial resources to surveying, 
conserving, and digitising manuscripts, 
but the scale remains vast. 

Digitisation alone does not ensure 
preservation. Manuscripts face humidity, 
fungal and insect damage, inadequate 
conservation infrastructure, and illicit 

transfer. Digital collections also require 
effective discovery, interpretation, and 
access. Conservation laboratories, 
trained specialists, cataloguers, metadata 
experts, and reading rooms remain 
essential. India cannot advance IKS 
while neglecting its physical repositories. 

The One Nation One Subscription 
(ONOS) scheme demonstrates India’s 
capacity to prioritise knowledge access. 
With Rs 6,000 crore allocated for 
2025-27, it offers approximately 13,000 
scholarly journals across more than 
6,300 government higher-education 
and central research institutions, 
potentially benefiting nearly 1.8 crore 
students, faculty, and researchers. 

However, ONOS addresses access 
to scholarly literature, rather than 
the condition of public libraries, 
archives, manuscript repositories, 
and community reading spaces. 
Independent researchers, rural students, 
and ordinary citizens may still depend 
on under-resourced district or municipal 
libraries. Digital access and physical 
infrastructure are complementary 
priorities. A university student may 
access thousands of journals while 
others continue to rely on poorly 
equipped local collections. 

A 2024 study in the American 
Economic Journal: Economic Policy 
found that investment in U.S. public 
libraries increased visits, children’s 
programme participation, and circulation 
of children’s materials, alongside 
improvements in reading-test outcomes. 

In India, public-library expenditure 
and infrastructure lack visibility in 
f iscal planning. Dependence on 
competing state and local priorities 
produces uneven provision: some 
libraries have modern catalogues and 
reading rooms, while others face 
inadequate buildings,  outdated 
collections, and staff shortages. 

Public libraries primarily fall under 
the State List. According to the Ministry 
of Culture, 19 states have enacted 
public-library legislation, leaving nine 
states without dedicated statutes. 
Without statutory frameworks, funding 
remains vulnerable to administrative 

priorities. Despite Baroda’s pioneering 
library movement under Maharaja 
Sayajirao Gaekwad III and Ranganathan’s 
advocacy, support remains inconsistent. 

Even earmarked funding faces 
difficulties. Tamil Nadu levies a library 
cess of 10 paise per rupee on property 
tax, but State Finance Commission 
records document delayed transfers 
and outstanding dues. The Delivery 
of Books and Newspapers (Public 
Libraries) Act, 1954, requires publishers 
to deposit publications with designated 
libraries. Yet fines of up to Rs 50, 
alongside publication value in relevant 
cases, are outdated. Legal deposit 
must reflect contemporary publishing, 
including digital publications and 
institutional output. 

The problem is not a shortage of 
recommendations.  The Kothari 
Commission recommended allocating 
approximately 6.5 to 10 per cent of 
university budgets to libraries, depending 
on their developmental stage. The 
National  Mission on Libraries, 
inaugurated in 2014 with Rs 400 
crore during the 12th Plan, included 
a virtual library, model libraries, 
utilisation surveys, and capacity 
building. It targeted 35 State Central 
Libraries, 35 District Libraries, six 
Ministry of Culture libraries, and 
connectivity for 629 district libraries. 

Implementation has been uneven. 
Parliamentary data from late 2023 
showed Rs 77.10 crore sanctioned for 
Model Library initiatives, but only 
Rs 35.59 crore disbursed. Announcements 
require sustained implementation 
and timely funding. The 2011 Census 
recorded 70,817 rural and 4,580 urban 
libraries, but counts reveal little about 
functionality, staffing, automation, 
or service quality. The central concern 
is therefore their condition and capacity, 
rather than their number alone. 

Libraries also face a crisis of 
professional recognition. Librarians 
are often treated as custodians of 
collections and circulation records 
rather than providers of intellectual 
and digital services. They can guide 
users through databases, open-access 

repositories, and discovery systems; 
support conservation and metadata 
creation; and help students assess 
sources, recognise misinformation, 
and use scholarly tools responsibly. 

Public librarians can develop civic 
spaces offering discussions, workshops, 
cultural programmes, competitive- 
examination support, and accessible 
ser vices.  However,  temp orar y 
employment, inadequate professional 
development, and insufficient recognition 
undermine the recruitment and 
retention of expertise. Such services 
can particularly assist first-generation 
learners. Renewal requires investment 
in people alongside infrastructure. 

India needs sustained institutional 
commitment. First, states without 
public-library legislation should establish 
statutory frameworks with predictable, 
transparent funding rather than relying 
solely on discretionary annual allocations. 
Second, the Delivery of Books and 
Newspapers Act should address digital 
publishing, institutional publications, 

and contemporary enforcement. IKS 
funding should support physical 
conservation alongside digitisation. 

Third, ONOS should be complemented 
by investment in district and municipal 
libraries: safe buildings, reliable electricity, 
internet, accessible facilities, updated 
collections, and modern catalogues. 
Librarians must be integral to this 
infrastructure. A society that starves 
its libraries mortgages its intellectual 
future. ONOS demonstrates the resources 
and administrative capacity available 
when knowledge access becomes a 
national priority. The same resolve 
must extend to physical repositories. 
A republic cannot celebrate Nalanda 
while allowing living archives to decay. 
An inclusive knowledge economy must 
invest in both the networks delivering 
knowledge and the libraries preserving 
it. Its intellectual heritage must remain 
available for all future generations. 

 
The writers are, respectively, from the Department 
of Library and Information Science, University of 
Madras, and Assistant Professor, CHRIST (deemed 
to be university), Bengaluru.
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ACROSS 
 
1    Shark tail is seen 

within banks of 

Forth (7) 

5    Bear�s paunch  

(7) 

10  Hands university a 

list of courses  

(4) 

11  Game monarch 

hosting cool queen�s 

band at dinner (6,4) 

12  What workers 

collect almost 

swamps court  

(6) 

13  Sexy Mike�s not into 

improvised soul 

music (8) 

14  Begin introducing a 

medic at Yankee 

pre-match bash  

(4,5) 

16  Story involving very 

rare organ  

(5) 

17  Throw away 

unfinished jam  

(5) 

19  Girl and boy return 

clasping new spring 

flower  

(9) 

23  Meat loaf half  

eaten during flight  

(8) 

24  Police officer gets 

bad review  

(6) 

26  What�s spread 

before spread?  

(5,5) 

27  Like some cakes 

brought in twice 

daily (4) 

28  Red Cross tails 

vehicle heading  

off in fog  

(7) 

29  Cereal producer�s 

large diary kept in 

barrel (7) 

 

DOWN
 

2    Binge before 

opening oxygen 

tank  

(7) 

3    Paper covers nearly 

bankrupt seed 

repository  

(5) 

4    Performed tune 

backwards for drink 

(7) 

6    Long time 

associated with a 

YBA (6) 

7    Die from it, 

shattered and 

humiliated (9) 

8    Tot tucked into ice 

cream that�s put 

away (7) 

9    Reveal how to 

clumsily pod 

legumes?  

(5,3,5) 

15  Greek cross about 

notice left in a V&A 

fish dish  

(9) 

18  Root fool dunked in 

wine  

(7) 

20  Firm to eat and 

drink to get over 

depression  

(2,5) 

21  Gents arranged to 

hide, say, savings 

(4,3) 

22  Officer is swigging 

superior sauce  

(6) 

25  Cook fish maybe in 

Gulf Stream  

(5)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9

10 11

12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21

22

23 24 25

26 27
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F M L S A F A
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K E E L E D O V E R M U R K

G F E D R A
D O R M E R R A S P U T I N

A E Y B S
H E A T H E N S H E B E E N

N C L O E
M A C H I S M O U N R E A L

M P U W S G
S O S O B A R B E D W I R E

U I S E F E E
F R I N G E N E U T E R E D

S T A T L D D

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters  in the  words required.  (By arrangement with The Independent, London)

YesterdayÊs Solution

P E R S P E C T I V E
100 Years Ago

Front page of The Statesman  
dated 28 October 1926

News Items

OCCASIONAL 
NOTE 

Two heavy blows have been struck at Oxford 
this week. The Vice-Chancellor has forbidden 
street-loitering, presiding at open-air meetings, 
visiting hotel bars without permission—a 
pleasant touch—the hiring of a motor car for 
more than an hour, and various other recognized 
undergraduate amusements. He appears to 
have overlooked football, cricket, and the 
collecting of cigarette cards. But he has dared 
to lay down a rule of dress for women students. 
They may wear white blouses, but must wear 
subfusc coats and skirts, and also black 
stockings—almost the last word in tyranny, 
with fashions as they are. The memorandum 
carefully adds that they must wear boots or 
shoes. The other attack came from Mr. Morris, 
the eminent motor car producer, who has 
pronounced university men to be useless for 
business. Not only does the university not 
confer the qualities essential to success, but it  
obliterates them when conferred by  nature. 
The reference is to univer- sites in general, but 
presumably the  Cowley industrialist had his 
eye on the local product. It will depress heads 
of colleges to know that their efforts can 
produce nothing better than bishops and 
statesmen and judges and poets, but they 
may be comforted by the memory that Mr. 
Selfridge, who sells more than one kind-of 
article, has begun to find university men of 
value in his business.

Mortgaging our intellectual future

ARUP MITRA 
 

The relationship between climate 
change, livelihood diversification 
and wellbeing levels are 
important. Research shows 

that households with diversified 
livelihoods are less vulnerable to climate 
change impacts. Strategies which help 
diversify agricultural practices and 
explore additional sources of income, 
usually increase household wealth and 
well-being. 

Rural communities facing climate 
change impacts on agriculture and food 
security have implemented adaptation 
strategies by growing drought-tolerant 
crops, using water harvesting techniques 
and raising domesticated animals with 
a view to pursuing livestock farming. 
The climate change effects threaten 
traditional livelihoods and rural populations’ 
well-being. By understanding these 
dynamics the sustainable development 
policies that enhance resilience can be 
developed. 

The occupational diversification has 
been observed as a vital strategy to 
cope with crisis and seasonal stress in 
both farm and non-farm activities. 
Those dependent on livelihood sources 
that are impacted by seasonal factors 
are vulnerable to climate change effects 
and they are the ones who are likely to 
adopt these tactics of occupational 
diversification. 

However, broadly speaking occupational 
changes can be divided into two types. 
One which includes distress-led moves 
and the other explores various productive 
measures. The former is not innovative 
- in a desperate attempt households 
pick up several marginal activities. 
However, these attempts do not bear 
any certainty about arresting the income 
losses. 

On the other hand, good understanding 
and perception of the climate change 
phenomenon offers insights to diversify 
and pursue productive activities that 
augment incomes. So what determines 
perception is a key question: in other 
words, why one individual is successful 
and another not is an important issue. 
In this context the role of government 
becomes instrumental in providing 
requisite knowledge and guidance about 
climate change and its effects. 

Based on our study in Odisha (study 
sponsored by ICSSR on Climate Change, 
Livelihood Diversification and Wellbeing 
by A. Mitra, S. Das, A. Tripathi, T. Sarangi 
and Thiagu Ranganathan, published 
as Springer Brief, 2021), we analysed 
the inter-temporal data on consumption 
and looked at the possibility of upward 
mobility and the factors influencing 
mobility. This is related to the climate 
change effect and the effectiveness of 
the strategy to cope with the phenomenon. 

Diversification adopted in the face 
of compulsion and in a situation of 

stagnancy without many prospects 
may result in a bunch of residual or low 
productivity activities whereas diversification 
as an attempt to explore newer pathways 
in a vibrant situation to reduce income 
risks and smooth consumption can be 
highly beneficial. Consumption changes 
perceived as a prerequisite of wellbeing 
change seem to be responsive to the 
individual efforts pursued through 
income augmenting/smoothing strategies 
which might have been perceived 
through livelihood diversification. Instead 
of remaining idle in the slack seasons 
the households seem to have explored 
other avenues of earning. 

Though the livelihood diversification 
as an independent factor does not turn 
out to be significant as such, its effect 
is captured through the income variable. 
The responses tend to vary across 
religious and caste categories. Better-off 
households perceived through housing 
conditions seem to respond better 
compared to households with poor 
living conditions. Large households are 
more likely to adopt consumption 
augmenting strategies as for them the 
compulsions could be alarming and 
adoption might have been easier: as 
some members could be deputed to 
the marginal activities, the head can be 
more selective in picking up gainful 
opportunities. Land ownership does 
not turn out to be significant possibly 
because many of the sample households 

do not actually own land to any sizable 
extent. 

The findings have important policy 
implications in terms of employment 
generation and income support programmes 
and also setting up effective strategies 
to disseminate information on climate 

change and its effects. The geographical 
diversity even within a given state 
involves plurality in understanding the 
situation and dealing with its complex 
and varied effects across space.     

 
The writer is Visiting Professor, Faculty of Economics, 
South Asian University, New Delhi.

Climate change and livelihood diversification
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A Rocker Who
Saw the Light
Devil on My Shoulder
By Alice Cooper with Daniel Richler
Da Capo, 464 pages, $32.50

BOOKSHELF | By Dave Shiflett

Slow and Steady Can Defeat Iran

W hatever the wisdom
of President Trump’s
decision to attack

Iran, he has found the least
bad military strategy for the
war going forward: blockading
the Strait of Hormuz while es-
corting friendly shipping
through. This strategy has
kept global oil prices from go-
ing through the roof while
squeezing Iran harder.

Unless Iran escalates first,
Mr. Trump should stick with it.
Time is on America’s side, and
costs, while high, are limited.
A renewed or intensified air
war would be a giant and
fraught roll of the dice.

Air strikes have achieved
impressive results while also
demonstrating clear limits.
Iran’s nuclear program was
stopped in its tracks in one
day last year. Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and
several other top leaders were
killed just as fast on Feb. 28.
Iran’s navy has mostly found
its way to Davy Jones’s locker.
But more than 30,000 addi-
tional U.S. combat sorties, in-

cluding strike missions attack-
ing some 13,000 aim points,
have been less effective
against other targets. Perhaps
one-third to two-thirds of
Iran’s missile force was put
out of action, yet some has
likely been rebuilt. Drone pro-
duction continues apace, even
as U.S. regional allies remain
vulnerable to Iranian attack.

Iran’s deep regime bench
has largely allowed for re-
placement of top echelons of
lost leadership, hunkered
down in places hard for Ameri-
can or Israeli air power to tar-
get. Loyalist soldiers and mili-
tias retain ample capacity to
mow down domestic protest-
ers. If the U.S. and Israel attack
Iranian energy and electricity
infrastructure, that would
cause real pain—but more to

the people than the regime.
In this situation, whatever

Mr. Trump’s understandable
frustrations, and likely GOP
losses in coming midterms,
the best U.S. strategy is to
keep doing what we are doing
now militarily, while thinking
through where we can be
somewhat flexible in negotia-
tions with Iran someday—
maybe next year, maybe in
2028, maybe not until 2029.
There are three reasons for
patience:

First, as Iranian oil invento-
ries on ships around the world
diminish, overland supply
routes are pressured, and
other sources of Iranian re-
gime income are gradually cur-
tailed, it is increasingly likely
that time is on our side in the
economic dimension of the
war, even if the global pain
from the conflict is significant.
One need not support the deci-
sion to start the war to reach
that conclusion. Iranian lead-
ers aren’t like the Taliban; they
like money, pomp and power.
Today they are hurting.

Second, a renewed U.S.-Is-
raeli air war would face ex-

tremely uncertain prospects
given that available target sets
have already been heavily at-
tacked and that air campaigns
rarely achieve decisive results.

Third, a major bombing
campaign would run a near-
certain risk of intensified Ira-
nian retaliation, in the region
and beyond, further depleting
U.S. missile defense interceptor
inventories while running the
risk of much higher fuel prices
and higher casualties, perhaps
even on the home front.

Sometimes in life the most
important choices are between
bad options and resisting the
temptation to swing for the
fences. The U.S. overall isn’t in
a bad place on the Iran war,
compared with other plausible
scenarios—even if the war
might have been a dubious
idea in the first place. Caution
and patience should guide us
going forward.

Mr. O’Hanlon is director of
research for the Brookings In-
stitution’s Foreign Policy Pro-
gram and author of “To Dare
Mighty Things: U.S. Defense
Strategy Since the Revolution.”

By Michael O’Hanlon

Time is on America’s
side, and a renewed or
intensified air war
would be a mistake.

OPINION

A lice Cooper, a master of music, marketing and mas-
cara, has updated the Prodigal Son saga. The legend-
ary shock rocker’s version, told in deep detail in

“Devil on My Shoulder” (with assistance from the pop-
music writer Daniel Richler), is actually more interesting
than the familiar parable from the Gospel of Luke—and
lots longer.

The biblical prodigal simply left home, blew all his money
and took a job as a swineherd before returning to an under-
standing father. Vincent Furnier moved to Los Angeles,
started wearing dresses and executing baby dolls on stage
(topping things off with a theatrical trip to the guillotine),
and eventually toured the world serenading impressionable
ears with “I’m Eighteen” (1970), “Halo of Flies” (1971),

“Under My Wheels” (1971),
“School’s Out” (1972), and
other odes to a highly hetero-
dox lifestyle. He officially
changed his name to Alice
Cooper in 1974. He also drank
enough alcohol to float Noah’s
boat, and Herod’s too.

Then he saw the light. These
days he’s a religious gent and
a shepherd to drifting youth,
a golf addict, sober as a mullah,
and insists his critics have
always taken him far too
seriously. He loves America
and capitalism as much as he
avoids their showboating critics.

“When I see people burning flags or occupying Wall Street I
instinctively march in the other direction.” His overall mes-
sage is deeply Churchillian: Never Give Up.

It’s not quite the greatest story ever told but it does have
its moments.

Born in 1948, young Vincent displayed an early passion
for track and field at his Arizona high school. He had a
religious streak encouraged by his mother and father, the
latter a preacher of the gospel to peyote-friendly Native
Americans. Vincent’s musical dreams were traditional: He
wanted to meet girls and make lots of money. Los Angeles
beckoned.

In Los Angeles, his talent for promotion caught the eye
of Frank Zappa, a cage-rattler first class, who signed Alice
Cooper (at the time it was the name of the band Vincent
fronted) to a three-record contract after a brief audition.
“Stop, stop!” Zappa screamed. “I’ll sign you, fine! Just
stop playing.”

The band’s ascent might be seen as inspirational, if not
providential. Early on, the ferocious fivesome so turned off
audiences that it famously emptied one venue in less than
10 minutes. Its perseverance, when considered in relation to
its musical talent, seems heroic—slightly psychotic, even.
Glory arrived in 1970 with the release of “I’m Eighteen.”
A Missouri DJ named Rusty Sharpe, real name Rush Lim-
baugh, was one of the first to put the single into heavy rota-
tion. Sharpe was far kinder than Billboard, which called
Alice Cooper “a band with a sound as hard as Hitler and
cancerous as the cultural confusion it mirrors to excess.”
Playboy panned the act as a “second to fifth rate talent.”

What do critics know? By 1973 Alice Cooper and Mam-
mon were becoming close associates. The band commanded
the Houston Astrodome’s highest-ever ticket price—$7.50—
and attracted hordes of fans worldwide, including this
writer, to whom fate assigned a spot in the security pit, a
buffer between the band and its fans, during a Virginia per-
formance. I happened to have brought along a rubber Rich-
ard Nixon mask (a popular fashion accessory of the day),
which was tossed onstage midperformance and promptly
worn by the singer. Tricky Dick never looked or sounded
better. Yet the end was near. The band fell apart in 1974,
though the Alice Cooper brand lives on as a solo act.

There’s more to this memoir than music, artistic strug-
gle, serial inebriation and snakes (Mr. Cooper is especially
fond of boa constrictors), including youthful recollections
of shooting tarantulas with a BB gun. Many great names are
dropped, including drinking partners John Lennon, Ringo
Starr and Harry Nilsson, along with Jack Benny, Frank
Sinatra and Groucho Marx, who brought Mae West and
Fred Astaire to a few performances, which they considered
“loud, modern-day vaudeville.”

The author also gives ample ink to his significant host
of personal demons. By his count he downed a case of Bud-
weiser daily for a decade or so, augmented with copious
whiskey. After a successful detox he was introduced to
cocaine, we are told, by Elton John’s collaborator, Bernie
Taupin, which morphed into a freebase cocaine habit
that left the always slender Mr. Cooper looking like he’d
been vacationing in a concentration camp. It also nearly
destroyed his marriage.

On the bright side, his mid-1980s drug decrescendo
landed him fully back in the religious camp. “If you don’t
help me, I’m gonna die,” he told his higher power. This
submission, he tells us, was the “ultimate loss of control
and the sanest thing I ever did.” He had other help, includ-
ing a steadfast, church-going wife, and golf, “an addiction
that wasn’t going to kill me.” As one point he played 36
holes a day.

Peace and harmony resulted. Mr. Cooper, now 78, has
been sober for more than 40 years, married for more than
50, continues to tour—nearly 100 dates in 2025—and insists
that critics of his onstage antics need to find something real
to worry about. “You just can’t take it that seriously,” he
insists. “It’s only rock and roll, right?”

True enough, though at times Mr. Cooper seems to con-
sider himself more than a mere rocker. When a critic called
him “a scapegoat for everybody’s guilts and repressions,” he
proclaimed: “That’s me all over!” He also insists that “God
is using Alice Cooper the same way he used Paul”—as a for-
mer “scourge” repurposed for higher duty.

All of which may qualify as a touch of self-adoration, yet
his Solid Rock Teen Centers, which encourage children to
pursue their musical dreams (on Mr. Cooper’s dime), are
worthy of a celestial pat on the back. His heathen to holy
transformation also brings to mind words from another cul-
tural oracle of the late ’60s: “You’ve come a long way, baby.”

Mr. Shiflett posts his original music and writing at
Daveshiflett.com.

Religious in his youth, Alice Cooper returned
to faith when he got sober. These days his
addiction is not drugs or alcohol but golf.

The earth
moved in Bra-
zil over the
weekend, but
not in the di-
rection Presi-
dent Trump
wanted.

President
Luiz Inácio
“Lula” da
Silva pulled

off an upset Sunday and won
a fourth term. The octogenar-
ian incumbent had been
widely expected to lose, after
trailing Sen. Flávio Bolsonaro
in the first round of the elec-
tion and lagging in polls.

As a result, the second
most important and populous
country in the Western Hemi-
sphere won’t be fully aligned
with the Trump administra-
tion during its final two
years. With right-wing lead-
ers winning elections across
Latin America in recent years,
Team Trump was building a
coalition of countries that
would follow its lead on China
policy, narco-trafficking and
the Middle East. But with
Canada, Mexico and now Bra-
zil in the hands of leaders op-
posed to key elements of Mr.
Trump’s hemispheric vision,
the White House will have to
rethink.

Venezuela may be a par-
ticular sore spot. The re-
moval of Nicolás Maduro
brought back memories of
earlier eras of U.S. meddling
in the region. With opposi-
tion leader María Corina
Machado returning to the
country Sunday to rally her
followers and the govern-

The Common Ground for Lula and Trump
ment of America-backed
Delcy Rodríguez losing popu-
larity, Venezuela’s political
situation is growing more
complex. Coordinating policy
with Brasília would have
been easier if Mr. Bolsonaro
had gotten the big job.

All is not lost for Team
Trump. On key points, like
boosting production from
Brazil’s enormous offshore
oil and gas fields, the Trump
administration and Lula’s
government see eye-to-eye.
Neither Washington nor Bra-
sília wants Venezuela to de-
scend into chaos. And Brazil
wants to bring its critical
minerals to world markets,
which would help break
China’s stranglehold on vital
resources. But in other ways,
Lula is more likely to join Ca-
nadian Prime Minister Mark
Carney in forming coalitions
among middle powers than
to help Mr. Trump make
America great again.

Brazil wasn’t the only
country where a Trump ally
sustained an election defeat
over the weekend. Longtime
Serbian leader Aleksandar
Vucic stood out in Europe for
his interest in using economic
incentives to build ties with
the Trump inner circle. Like
Viktor Orbán last spring, Mr.
Vucic, who conceded Sunday,
learned that warm relations
with Mr. Trump’s White
House don’t always impress
the voters at home.

For the beleaguered
Trump administration, set-
backs in Serbia and Brazil
raise the specter of a grim
winter. If the Trump-en-

dorsed Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu falters
at the polls and American
Republicans get hammered in
next week’s midterms, the
perception that Mr. Trump’s
power is waning could start
to congeal. For a presidency
whose actual power depends
so heavily on the appearance
of power, the consolidation
of the belief that the world
has passed Peak Trump
would be deeply damaging.

The Brazilian election
story may not be over. After
his loss in 2022, Sen. Bol-
sonaro’s father, then-Presi-
dent Jair Bolsonaro, encour-
aged supporters to mount
what many saw as a larger,
more threatening version of
the Jan. 6, 2021, riots on
Capitol Hill.

Could this history repeat?
Flávio Bolsonaro has refused
to recognize the result and
says he will contest it in the
courts. He cited procedural ir-
regularities and alleged bias
by Supreme Court Justice
Cristiano Zanin, who ordered
polls to be kept open for two
more hours across the country
in response to a request from
the Lula campaign. A similar
extension request by the Bol-
sonaro campaign to another
court wasn’t answered. Since

Justice Zanin was Lula’s de-
fense attorney during his
criminal trial and imprison-
ment and is married to the
daughter of one of the presi-
dent’s close associates, many
Bolsonaro supporters are
likely to sympathize. Some
may take to the streets to ex-
press those sympathies.

Claims of fraud in Brazil
will resonate in a U.S. ad-
ministration still angry over
what it claims was the “sto-
len” U.S. election of 2020.
The temptation to throw
Washington’s weight behind
those protesting the out-
come will be real. It should
be resisted.

The perception of American
interference is more likely to
unite Brazilians behind Lula
than to produce any benefit
for the U.S. The wiser course
is to work with his govern-
ment to check Chinese influ-
ence in the hemisphere and to
build, carefully and gingerly,
on the shared interest in a
stable Venezuela.

Time is on Washington’s
side in Brazil. Despite Lula’s
extraordinary come-from-be-
hind victory in the presiden-
tial election, Brazilians are
moving to the right on social
and economic issues. Foreign
interference in Brazil’s politi-
cal process is more likely to
strengthen the left than to
weaken it. In any case, the
Trump administration has
enough on its plate without
turning the Brazilian election
into another world crisis.

Even a presidency as dis-
ruptive as Mr. Trump’s can
benefit from a little calm.

They can agree on
producing more fuel
and protecting
Venezuela from chaos.

GLOBAL
VIEW
By Walter
Russell Mead

Marie Antoi-
nette never
said “Let
them eat
cake,” but
President Em-
manuel Ma-
cron and his
wife were
filmed sitting
in a private
box at a Ce-

line Dion concert in Nanterre
the night before nationwide
protests turned violent.

The protests are ostensibly
driven by the high cost of liv-
ing, young people’s poor job
prospects, and terrible public
schools. The crowd that
stormed the Bastille in 1789
did so because the prison-for-

tress symbolized the ancien
régime. Today Louis Vuitton
stores appear more resilient
than the French government,
with hammer-wielding and
rock-throwing rioters failing
to breach their showroom
windows.

Donald Trump put it this
way: “France is right now
burning down because it
opens its borders to people
who hate it.”

The U.S. president is right.
France has opened its doors

What’s the Matter With France?
to hundreds of thou-
sands of people who
neither share French
values nor aspire to.
But admitting people
who don’t uphold
French values is only
half the problem. The
other half is that the
French themselves
don’t appear to believe
in anything. This is
particularly true in re-
gard to religion, where
the official state policy
since 1905 has been
laïcité. An extreme re-
action to the once-prominent
role of Catholicism in France,
it forbids even the mildest
form of state accommodation
of religion.

Americans may be sur-
prised to learn that many
public expressions of God and
faith we take for granted—in-
vocations, displays, blessings,
the “so help me God” of our
courtroom oaths—would vio-
late the French Constitution.

Which points to a conun-
drum of our age. In the secu-
larist mind, religion is a pre-
modern relic of a less
enlightened time. But never
does this way of thinking ad-
dress a glaring contradiction:
How is the U.S., the most
modern and advanced country
in the world, also one of the
most religious?

The answer lies in how the
American conception of free-
dom embraces not only the
private practice but the public
expression of one’s faith. In
the U.S., freedom of religion

is as important as freedom of
speech and thought. This
breadth of freedom doesn’t
compute in the secular pro-
gressive mind, except as an
obstacle.

In 2025 the U.S. ambassa-
dor to France, Charles Kush-
ner, published an open letter
to Mr. Macron in these pages
saying that antisemitism had
exploded in France since
Hamas’s Oct. 7, 2023, massa-
cre and that France hadn’t
done enough to combat it.

The French responded by
summoning Mr. Kushner to
the Foreign Ministry and issu-
ing a statement rejecting his
accusation. The statement as-
serted that antisemitic acts
were being addressed by a
“total mobilization” of French
authorities.

In addition to its other
problems, France is undergo-
ing a crisis of modernity in
which its hostility to religion
no longer looks enlightened
but passé. The difficulty is

that the French, and
Europe, have replaced
religion with nothing
by making the ques-
tion of truth a wholly
private matter.

It’s fair to ask
whether Islam is com-
patible with moder-
nity, particularly in
light of the French
difficulty in assimilat-
ing its Muslim popu-
lation. But even if un-
assimilated Muslims
are a problem, the
bigger problem is that

post-Enlightenment France
(and to a larger degree Eu-
rope) is built on sand. Yet ad-
herents to its vision believe
that France, not America, is
the model of modernity. It’s
hard for the center to hold
absent a belief in truth.

We are all familiar with the
symbols of modern France.
There is Marianne, the
woman who personifies the
French Republic. The red,
white and blue tricolor that
was adopted as the national
flag. “La Marseillaise,” a war
chant that became the na-
tional anthem.

Add to this one that
emerges from a different pat-
rimony: the rise of Notre-
Dame Cathedral from the
ashes of a devastating fire,
exactly as the people wanted.
Maybe the American model is
a more liberal and workable
order. And maybe France has
been looking for modernity in
all the wrong places.

Write to mcgurn@wsj.com.

It fancies itself the
model of modernity
yet is descending into
atavistic violence.

MAIN
STREET
By William
McGurn

Protesters in Paris, Oct. 24.
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A True Crisis at the Psychological Association
I was both sad and glad to see

Colin Wright and Andrew Hartz’s
op-ed “The Inmates Run the Asylum
at the Psychological Association”
(Oct. 21). Sad because it’s spot-on
about the decline of the American
Psychological Association and glad
that this decline is receiving the
publicity it merits.

I am a member of the American
Psychological Association. In 1947
the APA adopted what was called
the Boulder model of psychology,
emphasizing that both science and
clinical practice should inform the
discipline, so patients in need could
receive effective and ethical treat-
ments. Psychologists held them-
selves to high standards of ethics in
researching and implementing inter-
ventions in the decades that the
Boulder Model held sway.

In recent years the APA has
moved away from the Boulder
model and toward a pastiche of po-
litical activism leavened with woke
balderdash. This in turn has
opened the door to all sorts of
prejudices, chiefly antisemitism as
the discipline now follows the bas-
est trends in our society.

It will take strong measures to af-
fect the course of this organization,
and the possible removal of APA’s
accreditation privileges may be a
good start. In the interim, anyone
seeking assistance from a psycholo-
gist trained in recent years should
ask probing questions about his
training and ideology. Getting com-
petent psychological help is too im-
portant to be left to the ideologues

now running the APA and their stu-
dents brainwashed by them.

DANIEL H. TRIGOBOFF
Williamsville, N.Y.

Mr. Trigoboff is a retired clinical
psychologist.

As president of APA Division 39, the
Society for Psychoanalysis and Psy-
choanalytic Psychology, I take issue
with the characterization of our or-
ganization. A core tenet of psycho-
analysis is the freedom to speak, give
language to difficult emotions and ex-
periences, and examine what is diffi-
cult to acknowledge. It emerged from
a history of marginalization and op-
pression, particularly the persecution
of Jews. The authors’ characterization
of our conference reflects biased as-
sumptions about what belongs in psy-
chological scholarship.

The authors suggest psychother-
apy should be confined to the con-
sulting room. This is a fallacy. Pa-
tients are affected by the systems in
which they live and may be particu-
larly vulnerable to the harms those
systems produce. Therapists must
attend to power dynamics within
and beyond the consulting room.

Our histories and assumptions
shape our perspectives. Acknowledg-
ing subjectivity doesn’t mean aban-
doning rigor; it means examining our
biases. Research and practice are
strengthened when we examine how
our perspectives shape the questions
we ask, the knowledge we produce
and the conclusions we draw.

DANA CHARATAN, PSY.D.
Boulder, Colo.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

“No, this is Neptune, the god.
You want Neptune the planet.”

THEWALL STREET JOURNAL

Letters intended for publication should
be emailed to wsj.ltrs@wsj.com. Please
include your city, state and telephone
number. All letters are subject to
editing, and unpublished letters cannot
be acknowledged.

Anthropic’s Big IPO Gamble

A nthropic onMonday rolled out the pro-
spectus for its long-awaited initial public
offering, and reading all the financial,

regulatory and legal risks
makes us wonder if it’s trying
to scare investors.

There’s never been a public
IPO likeAnthropic,with such a
promising but also risky tech-
nology. The paradox is laced
through itsmore than300-page
prospectusas it repeatedly says
it canbenefit humanityandsolvehumanity’s big-
gest problems.Yet it also saysAImaypose “cata-
strophic or existential risks to humanity.”

This has beenCEODarioAmodei’s public con-
tradiction, and now that he’s selling shares per-
haps he could make up his mind. As a friend
quips, perhaps he should ask Claude.

i i i

Beyond this small existential matter, there
are other risks. The largest iswhetherAnthropic
will ever generate the revenue to cover its soar-
ing costs to stay at theAI frontier. Anthropic re-
ported $16.3 billion in revenue in the first half
of this year, up from$1.2 billion in the same pe-
riod last year.

Anthropicalsosays its customers includemore
thanhalf of theFortune500companies, including
the 10 largest internet firms,nineof the 10 largest
pharma companies, the 10 largest banks, nine of
the 10 largest semiconductorcompaniesandeight
of the 10 largest healthcare firms.

This is all impressive, yet it says a “significant
portion of our customer base consists of start-
ups and technology-oriented enterprises that
may be more sensitive to adverse macroeco-
nomic conditions.” Beware a major economic
slowdown.

The prospectus namesGoogle andOpenAI as
chief competitors on the frontier, while open-
weight andopen-sourceAImodels “may capture
a portion of the market for certain use cases,
which could exert pricing pressure on our offer-
ings or lead certain customers to adopt open-
source alternatives for those use cases.”

Large banks and infrastructure providers
maybe reluctant to useChinesemodels because
of potential security risks. ButNvidia andMeta
are pushing their own open-weight models,
which could be attractive because of lower costs.
Companies needn’tworry about sharing propri-
etary data if they use open models.

A recent report found that open models ac-
count fornearly60%ofAIuse in theU.S., up from
10%ayearago. If open-weightmodelsproliferate,
Anthropic could struggle topay for its computing
build-out. Anthropic estimates it has aminimum

of $417 billion in future payments, mainly owed
for computing and infrastructure.

Then there are regulatory risks. The prospec-
tus says that “recurring narra-
tives concerning the potential
adverse societal impacts of AI,
including that AImay displace
or eliminate jobs,may bemis-
used or otherwise cause harm,
and may pose catastrophic or
existential risks to humanity”
could hurt its reputation and

put off potential customers.
Nomention thatMr. Amodei is a leading pro-

moter of such narratives. The political risk also
isn’t trivial. In June the Commerce Department
imposed worldwide export restrictions on An-
thropic’s Fable 5 andMythos 5models, which in
effect forced the company to disable them.

Thegovernment restrictionswere later lifted,
but “similar export controls could recur, could
remain in place longer, or could extend to addi-
tional models or capabilities,” the company
warns. It omits that the risk ofWashington ex-
panding political control over AI will increase
if Democrats win the White House in 2028.

In an understatement of themodern age, An-
thropic says “we are subject to complex and
evolving laws, regulations, and other legal obli-
gations related to privacy and data protection.”
Chinese AI labs face few of these barriers.

Becoming a public companywill increaseAn-
thropic's legal risks. By now Mr. Amodei must
know that anything he says can andwill be used
against him by regulators and the plaintiff bar.
If an Anthropic agent causes damage, the tort
and securities bars will pounce.

OnFriday the owners of Elvis Presley’smusic
suedAnthropic, alleging it trained itsmodels on
more than 200 of his songswithout permission.
They are seekingmore than $41million in dam-
ages. “Costs of defending against such litigation,
regardless ofmerit, are considerable,” the pro-
spectus says. Yes they are.

i i i

Given such enormous risks,why is Anthropic
going public now?Our guess is it’s trying to take
advantage of theAI boom to let employeeswith
stock options and early investors cashout before
its edge erodes—or before more risks bite.

One underplayed hint of potential trouble is
Anthropic’s insistence on its “public benefit pur-
pose,” which includes ensuring “the hardest
problems facing humanity are not left tomarket
forces alone to solve.” That’smore or less an ad-
mission thatAnthropicwill continue advocating
for a bigger government role in controlling AI.
Investors and taxpayers, take heed.

The company says it
could save humanity or
destroy it. Investors,
place your bets.

Markets Don’t Vote for Lula

L atin America’s political right has been
cleaning up at the ballot box for three
years, but onSunday it suffered a setback

inBrazil. Leftist President Luiz
Inácio “Lula” da Silva of the
Workers’ Party defeated Sena-
tor Flávio Bolsonaro of the
conservative Liberal Party
51.8% to 48.2%.

Mr. Bolsonaro led in the
first voting round, and the socialist’s comeback
victory surprised markets—not least because
Brazil’s $2.6 trillion economy is sputtering and
wages aren’t keeping upwith inflation. But Lula
haswona fourth term, andmaybe there’s justice
in his victory. He now has to clean up the mess
he inherits fromhimself when his new termbe-
gins in January.

Brazil’smain stock index fell 10% at the open-
ingMonday and tradingwas halted.When it re-
sumed the sell off continued. It closed down
nearly 14%. State-owned oil company Petrobras
ADRs lost 14% and ItaúUnibancoADRs fell 20%.
The real lost 8.7% against the dollar. Brazil’s
treasury canceled government bond auctions
scheduled for this week.

Brazilian GDP grew amere 2.3% in 2025 and
this year may not hit 2%. That’s not enough to
reduce povertywhile the rest of theworld runs
ahead. The Workers’ Party has held the presi-
dency for nearly 18 of the last 24 years. In that
time 14 countries have overtaken Brazil in per
capita GDP, including the Dominican Republic,
Guyana and Thailand.

A gusher of government spending after the
first round of voting is a clue to how Lula hung
on. Brazil will end the year with a fiscal deficit
close to 10%ofGDP,whichmeansdeficitswill ex-

ceed 8% each of his last four years. Public debt
is above 82% of GDP and rising.

The memory of hyperinflation that reached
quadruple digits in the 1990s
still haunts the public, and
loose fiscal policy has forced
the central bank to raise over-
night interest rates to 13.75%.
As servicing debt growsmore
expensive, Brazil is caught in a

cycle of rising deficits andborrowing. An adjust-
ment, as Goldman Sachs put it lastweek, “is ur-
gently needed.” It could be painful.

There’s also a rule-of-lawproblem caused by
a Supreme Court stacked with Lula allies who
haven’t hesitated to rule in his favor. On Sunday
JusticeCristianoZanin, Lula’s former lawyer, ex-
tended voting for twohours at the request of the
Lula campaign.

Hemade the decision unilaterally as a justice
of the high court but the electoral tribunalwent
along. This has cast doubt on the legitimacy of
Lula’s victory. Demands for an explanationmay
go unanswered, but investors can see the high
court’s arbitrary use of power.

The opposition didwell in this year’s election
in governor’s races, and the Liberal Party will
have aplurality in both legislative chambers. But
party discipline inBrasilia isweak andambitious
members of Congress are famous for cutting
deals for themselves. In the next four years Lula
is expected to nominate up to four newSupreme
Courtmembers, andpublic hope that the Senate
would demand the court follow the constitution
is already fading.

That leaves the job of enforcing institutional
rules to the markets. On Monday they issued a
decisive early verdict.

Brazil’s stocks, bonds
and currency plunge

after the socialist wins.

Obama Goes Socialist, Scorns Cheesecake

P resident Obama has delivered another
condescending classic. Campaigning for
Democrats in Ohio this weekend, he said

that President Trump’s redecorations have the
White House “looking like Saddam Hussein
opened a Cheesecake Factory.” The same day,
Mr. Obama endorsed a socialist as Florida’s next
U.S. Senator.

Making fun of chain restaurants is quite an
angle for Democrats, who keep insisting that
they haven’t forgotten the workingman inMid-
dle America. The Cheesecake Factory has a cou-
ple of hundred locations, the company says, so
it must be doing something deliciously right.
But to all of those diners in Cleveland, Grand
Rapids, and beyond, here’s Mr. Obama’s mes-
sage: How déclassé.

Meantime, instead of resisting the socialist
takeover of the Democratic Party, Mr. Obama
is throwing in with it. On Saturday he endorsed
the Senate candidacy in Florida of state Rep.
Angie Nixon, who won her primary in an upset

despite—or because of?—her radical socialist
views. She is campaigning on free childcare, a
national rent freeze, and a 5%wealth tax to fund
“direct payments to households earning under
$150,000 a year.”

Yes,Ms. Nixon is explicitly running on having
the federal government seize money from
wealthy people so it can redistribute the loot.
This isn’t bashful socialism, and it would be ec-
onomically destructive, not thatMr. Obama ob-
jects. “Real change starts when regular folks
stand up for what’s right,” he said in an en-
dorsement video. “Angie has spent her career
standing up for you.”

There are no red states and blue states, Mr.
Obama once said, using that rhetoric as cover
for a progressive agenda. But all-out socialism?
As a Democratic elder, not to mention the
party’s last popular President, he could use his
influence to point in a more productive direc-
tion. It’s revealing about his party’s current
state of mind that he isn’t.

REVIEW & OUTLOOK

OPINION

A Majority Isn’t a Blank Check in California
Your editorial “California’s Wealth

Tax Boomerang” (Oct. 22) warns
that Proposition 40 could leave Cali-
fornia with less revenue rather than
more. A recent Manhattan Institute
survey of 1,000 likely voters sug-
gests that Californians are skeptical
themselves. They oppose the pro-
posed billionaire wealth tax by 50%
to 35%. Only half of Democrats sup-
port it. Traders on the prediction
market Kalshi also appear doubtful,
putting the probability that the tax
takes effect below 20%.

The broader appetite for fiscal
accountability is substantial, too.
Seventy-one percent are concerned
about waste, fraud and abuse in
California’s welfare programs. By
53% to 32%, voters prioritize crack-
ing down on those problems over
making benefits easier to obtain.
Fifty-six percent consider California
less business-friendly than other

states; only 14% say it is more.
Nearly two-thirds also support

limiting public-sector union power if
doing so would make it easier to re-
ward good employees, discipline
poor performers and deliver better
services at lower cost. That includes
a majority of Democrats.

Yet the same survey gives the
Democratic gubernatorial nominee a
17-point lead. That is California’s
central contradiction: Voters remain
loyal to the party in power while re-
jecting important elements of its
governing agenda. Democratic elec-
toral dominance shouldn’t be mis-
taken for permission to keep taxing
and spending. There is a constitu-
ency for accountable government.
What’s missing is a durable coali-
tion willing to deliver it.

JESSE ARM
Manhattan Institute

Washington

Immigration Enforcement Hurts the Economy
Having practiced immigration law

for 50-plus years, I have seen first-
hand how policy disconnects hit the
real economy (“Immigration Raids
Hit Housing Market,” U.S. News, Oct.
19). Ignoring moral debates, the fi-
nancial cost of current Immigration
and Customs Enforcement tactics
against long-term, noncriminal immi-
grant family members is arriving im-
mediately in grocery aisles, emer-
gency rooms, construction sites, and
family budgets.

When work authorizations expire,
permit extensions languish unpro-
cessed, longtime workers are de-
tained and supply shocks cascade
across the economy. Farms lose har-
vesters, hospitals lose aides, builders
delay projects and small businesses
cut capacity. Consumers pay through
higher prices and diminished ser-
vices. Beyond the immediate trauma
inflicted on U.S.-citizen children, tax-
payers will shoulder significant state
and local social-safety-net costs as
household incomes vanish overnight.

Highlighting these supply con-
straints isn’t an argument against
enforcement; it is an argument
against ignoring economic realities.

For decades, federal policy has sig-
naled “keep out” at the border while
the market signaled “help wanted.”
Congress has consistently failed to
align legal labor supply with actual
economic demand. Removing essen-
tial labor without functional legal al-
ternatives is not order. It is manu-
factured scarcity, and every
American consumer will now begin
paying the price.

E. VANCE WINNINGHAM
Oklahoma City

Pepper ...
And Salt

Our Test of Naval Endurance
Miad Maleki’s informed analysis

of Iran’s vulnerability perhaps has a
fatal assumption (“A Buyout for
Iran’s ‘Shadow Fleet,’ ” op-ed, Oct.
21). Can the U.S. sustain the block-
ade? The proven sea-power adage of
three ships committed for every one
engaged on a foreign station poses a
severe burden.

The U.S. Navy is already stretched
thin by worldwide responsibilities.
Strong winds and dust can interfere
with equipment and visibility. Auto-
mated systems can mislead people
and bureaucrats who underestimate
the sea and fail to understand the
real dangers. One might wonder if
America is up for such an extensive
challenge.
CAPT. RAYMOND J. BROWN, USCG (RET.)

Londonderry, N.H.

California in the Water Wars
I agree with Peter Volny that Cal-

ifornia needs to develop desalina-
tion plants (“What Can Be Done
About the Colorado River?,” Letters,
Oct. 21).

But California can also build more
reservoirs and stop sending fresh-
water out to sea in an attempt to
save smelt and insects. Good snow
years in the Sierra Mountains
shouldn’t go to waste. The combina-
tion of reservoirs and desalination
plants can heal the Southwest of
perpetual drought, and California
will probably be able to sell excess
water to Arizona, Nevada and
Northern Mexico. The time has
come for the denial to stop concern-
ing water in the West.

JASON OLIPHANT
Chatsworth, Calif.
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T he Federal Reserve’s out-
dated economic models
and board structure are
pushing it toward interest-
rate increases that would

hurt affordability and small busi-
nesses without curbing inflation. This
approach risks keeping bond yields
and mortgage rates higher than nec-
essary while waiting too long to cut
rates. Instead, the Fed should con-
sider broadening its models to in-
clude the value of the dollar as a key
factor in price stability, which would
help deliver low inflation, fast growth
and dollar dominance.

Inflation regularly misses its tar-
get. Chairman Kevin Warsh ad-
dressed the data part of this problem
in an Oct. 16 speech in Bangkok: “It’s
really lag data, it’s about what hap-
pened. . . . We torture data with old-
fashioned models to try to find out
what’s underlying inflation trends.
Not so long from now, it won’t be tor-
ture. We will have access at the fin-

gertips of central banks to all the in-
formation in the world.”
Distinguishing between real-time
data and outdated information will
“fundamentally change the conduct
of monetary policy,” he said.

Better data and analytical tools
will help, but the Fed faces larger
problems. Its old-fashioned models
exclude the dollar even though its
value significantly affects inflation
and price stability. The models also
assume that faster growth and wage
gains cause inflation and that higher
rates are the best tool to slow it.

The central bank can
improve forecasts by
including the value of the
dollar in its modeling.

The Fed Needs Better Models

It is hard to see how. Even with
better data, inflation is a flawed guide
to setting rates. It depends on factors
beyond the Fed’s control, such as gas-
oline and diesel prices, and on liquid-
ity in the economy from asset-price
gains. Inflation also depends on the
dollar and external supply factors
such as energy production, deregula-
tion, wage growth, tariffs, innovation,
tax cuts and China’s pricing decisions.

Perhaps the biggest problem with
the inflation indicators is that bonds
pay interest based on the agreed cou-
pon, not inflation. Targeting inflation
misses the point that investors in U.S.
Treasurys receive fixed-dollar pay-
ments and are highly sensitive to the
dollar’s purchasing power. If inves-
tors had confidence in the dollar’s
long-term value or knew the Fed in-
cluded the dollar in its rate-setting
models, yields would be lower.

Further rate increases aren’t likely
to be effective against the current in-
flation. Higher rates can’t produce
additional diesel or semiconductors
or resolve other supply constraints.
They can suppress spending and hir-
ing, but at a high cost to the invest-
ment and growth needed to increase

production. Unnecessarily high inter-
est rates worsen inequality because
the wealthy keep consuming and
those with savings earn a higher re-
turn at the expense of borrowers
seeking to invest and produce. The
heaviest burden falls on the drivers
of growth—small businesses, new
workers and home buyers.

The September interest rate in-
crease was the highest starting point
for a rate-hiking cycle since the Fed
hiked rates from 4.75% in June 1999
to a high of 6.5% in May 2000. That
pushed the dollar into the strato-
sphere, which harmed manufacturing
jobs, deepened the Asian debt crisis,
and punctured the dot-com bubble.
Having overshot, the Fed then cut
rates to 1% in 2003—a costly seesaw.

The Fed’s September projections
reveal a continuing reliance on the
same output-gap model and labor-
market indicators. Its forecasts last
month warn of growth above poten-
tial through 2028, inflation above the
2% target into 2029 and unemploy-
ment below normal through that year.

These models may cause the Fed
to set rates higher than would be
necessary if it included prices in its

models. Robert E. Hall and Michael
Woodford’s receiving this year’s No-
bel Prize in economics underscores
the need to revise the macroeco-
nomic framework when the evidence
shows it can be improved. Their inno-
vations were important, but mone-
tary policy requires more upgrades to
reflect today’s environment.

As the Fed takes advantage of ad-
vanced price-monitoring technology,
it should consider incorporating gold,
commodity and currency prices in its
rate-setting models. They provide
useful signals about monetary condi-
tions because they trade in real time
and reflect changes in the dollar’s
value. The dollar has strengthened
since President Trump’s Jan. 30 an-
nouncement naming Mr. Warsh as
Fed chair, while gold is down 25%
from its January peak. These factors
should be considered in setting rates.

Bond markets are pricing in pain-
fully high interest rates for the fore-
seeable future because of the Fed’s
models. Hence the rise in bond yields
and mortgage rates contributing to
losses in the equity markets. Higher-
than-necessary rates will also add
significantly to the U.S. budget deficit
given the size and short maturity of
the national debt.

A final point: Including prices and
viewing growth as a positive factor in
the Fed’s models would increase in-
vestor confidence in the dollar’s
value and attractive returns on Trea-
surys. Linking the Fed’s price-stabil-
ity mandate to a stable dollar would
also solidify the dollar’s market share
in the rapid growth of digital curren-
cies and stablecoins. Dollar stability
would, in turn, intensify pressure on
China’s investment portfolio, which is
underweight the dollar and over-
weight zero-yielding gold.

Mr. Malpass served as an under-
secretary of the Treasury (2017-19)
and president of the World Bank
(2019-23). He is vice chairman of
American Global Strategies.

By David Malpass
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OPINION

Regulate
Polls, Not
Prediction
Markets

By Harry Crane
And Koleman Strumpf

Americans have been fascinated
with forecasting elections since
George Washington’s time. For

over a century they turned to predic-
tions from betting markets, the larg-
est one located just outside the New
York Stock Exchange. While these
markets were widely perceived never
to be wrong, there was often a con-
cern that they could be manipulated
to sway voters or that they would
give bettors an incentive to influence
the election directly.

These concerns have returned
with the rise of online prediction
markets like Kalshi and Polymarket.
There has been a push to regulate or
even ban them, with the loudest
voices from state regulators, interest
groups such as Better Markets, and
politicians such as Sens. Elizabeth
Warren and John Curtis.

Missing is any evidence that pre-
diction markets diminish election in-

tegrity. To our knowledge there is no
such example. We recently studied
prediction market traders from 1900
to 2024 and found that these mar-
kets are resilient to political bias de-
spite skewed demographics among
participants. And anyone who has the
means to affect important elections
can make far more money trading in
traditional securities or derivatives.

Curiously, polls, the other leading
forecaster of elections, haven’t re-
ceived anything like this level of
scrutiny. Yet unlike prediction mar-
kets, we now have two examples of
fraudulent polls from the current
election cycle.

Over the summer the pollster Me-
dian Strategies was found to be fabri-
cating polls, most prominently over-
stating the chances of a far-left
candidate in the Democratic primary
for Wisconsin governor. The firm
said it was conducting a “short-term
social experiment” to examine “how
purported polling information could
enter and spread through the politi-
cal information ecosystem without
independent verification.”

Last week Wedgewood Polls ad-
mitted most of its polling numbers
were also an “experiment.” This one
had at least one documented effect in
changing election outcomes. State
Sen. Mallory McMorrow dropped out
of Michigan’s Democratic U.S. Senate
primary when Wedgewood’s fake
numbers showed her lagging. This
led donations to dry up and demoral-
ized staffers. “It killed us,” she wrote
on X. Abdul El-Sayed won the nomi-
nation and is in a tight race for the
seat. Wedgewood’s phony poll may
be one reason why.

Not only politicians are affected.
The New York Times usedWedgewood
numbers in its poll aggregates, as did
the influential polling analyst Nate Sil-
ver. The fake polls seemed to favor
Democrats, and particularly left-lean-
ing ones: They claimed the Republicans
had a very narrow lead in the Missis-
sippi Senate election, which prediction
markets score as 90% likely to be a
GOP win. Wedgewood’s polls have
shaped narratives about the midterm
elections, donor behaviors, and voter
perceptions and perhaps even votes.
All this damage from a polling com-
pany only started over the summer.

Such shenanigans are nothing
new: In 2006 two defendants
pleaded guilty to federal fraud
charges after being charged with de-
frauding campaigns that hired them
to do internal polling.

Fake pollsters, unlike prediction
markets, have a smoking gun of cor-
rupting elections. They have man-
aged to trick an important newspa-
per and a leading polling expert into
using their phony numbers. The
problem could get worse, as mali-
cious actors see the ease and power
of using polls to distort elections.

The polling industry has been un-
able to address these issues on its
own, so lawmakers should consider
imposing regulations on polls. Re-
quire their numbers to be audited.
Make sure they have no undisclosed
ties to vested interests. Impose fi-
nancial penalties for deceptive prac-
tices. The many politicians and advo-
cates who have made such demands
from prediction markets should turn
their attention to the only forecasts
that have proved to damage election
integrity. It is the least we can do to
protect our democracy.

Mr. Crane is a professor of statis-
tics at Rutgers University. Mr.
Strumpf is a professor of economics
at Wake Forest University.

There’s no evidence that
betting harms election
integrity. Fake surveys
have done so this year.
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When Computers First Wrote Poetry

T he warning was stark and un-
ambiguous: “No one is quite
ready to admit computing

machines as full-fledged members
of the human race but let’s face it—
they’re getting closer.”

That was in 1961.
The term “artificial intelligence”

wasn’t in common use, but the Los
Angeles Mirror, a now-defunct af-
ternoon newspaper, was telling
readers about a puzzling develop-
ment at a Southern California com-
puter manufacturing company.

“Believe it or not,” the story said,
“the men who handle the care and
feeding of the electronic monsters
at the Librascope division of Gen-
eral Precision, Inc., in Glendale have

got the darn things writing poetry.”
The poems might not emulate

Robert Frost or Carl Sandburg, the
story said, but that wasn’t the
point: “The poetry kick is a research
project directed toward finding bet-
ter, faster and less expensive ways
of stimulating the machines into in-

telligent reactions. . . . The com-
puter can store more information,
with total recall, than a human, can
correlate more data, and compare a
much larger number of possible an-
swers than a person.”

The implications were clear: If
researchers developed the com-
puter’s capabilities fully enough, it
might surpass humans in thinking,
planning and acting. Most Ameri-
cans were paying attention to
other things in late 1961—the race
to send men to space, the arrival of
color television, the afterglow of
the summerlong Mickey Mantle-
Roger Maris home-run chase—so
the goings-on at the computer lab
in California were mostly regarded
as a curiosity.

But it was conceivable, the Mir-
ror cautioned, that someday “the
machine is likely to come up with
fresh, flexible ideas”—that is, to
think on its own. And in an eerie
precursor to today’s concerns about
AI agents defying their human mas-

ters, the first machine used for the
project “outgrew its electronic
britches”—became so smart that it
required larger hardware.

Some of the machine’s output
was treated as an amusement. One
of its early poems read: “Oh, panic
not to this docile juice / Finally, few
of my jackets did distrust the
goose.” But the Mirror predicted:
“In time, perhaps a computer will
write a book.”

A few days later Tom Horan, an
executive of Bendix Corp., let the
paper know that his company’s
G-15 computer had already done
just that: a 511-page hardcover vol-
ume called “Angular Indexing Ta-
bles” about “dividing a circle into
any number of equal divisions.”
Two employees, he said, had fed
the computer basic information,
and the machine had written the
book in 112 hours. Horan said that
because of its arcane subject mat-
ter “the book will never make the
bestseller list,” but it had already
sold more than 300 copies.

If the machines were someday
to develop enough intelligence, ar-
tificial though it might be, to ren-
der us obsolete, was there any
hope for mere flesh-and-blood
men and women?

Matt Weinstock, a longtime Mir-
ror columnist, offered a glimmer of
optimism: “I get the feeling that if
and when computers are admitted
to the human race they’ll want out.”

Mr. Greene’s books include
“Chevrolet Summers, Dairy Queen
Nights.”

By Bob Greene

These Republicans Could Help the GOP by Losing
James Talarico and
Amy Acton would
surely be terrible
political choices for
their respective
states.

The Democratic
nominee for Senate
in Texas may not ac-
tually believe in six
sexes, that God is
“nonbinary,” or any

of the other crackpot things he has
said. But whatever we make of Mr.
Talarico’s heterodoxies, he has de-
pressingly orthodox ideas on taxes
and handouts, education, immigra-
tion and most other matters.

Ms. Acton’s record is worse. As
Ohio’s health director during Covid,
she evinced a familiar blind faith in
the rigid authority of government to
dictate the way we live. The Demo-
cratic nominee for governor has pre-
dictably left-wing views on just
about everything else.

But for the good of their states,
the country and the Republican
Party, I hope they win next Tuesday.

It’s a bold move to urge a vote for
candidates whose policies you think
are wrong. But sometimes candi-
dates with better policy prescrip-
tions lose the voters’ trust through
their own character.

To say that Ken Paxton, Mr. Talar-
ico’s Republican opponent, is ethi-
cally challenged would be an under-
statement on a par with saying Jack
Kevorkian wasn’t the kind of doctor
you wanted if you were elderly and
feeling a little under the weather.
The Texas attorney general was once
reported to the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation by his own staff for al-
leged corruption and was impeached
by the Republican-dominated Texas
House. (Prosecutors declined to file
charges, and the state Senate acquit-
ted Mr. Paxton.)

In Ohio, Vivek Ramaswamy, in the
final days of his campaign for gover-
nor, has completed the last stage of
his career descent from dynamic
capitalist through thoughtful conser-
vative scourge of progressive lunacy
to craven Trump sycophant and, fi-
nally, to shameless cynic who will do
anything to get ahead. A man who
enlists to his cause the testimony of

a woman who sided with the mon-
ster charged with abusing her own
child has answered the question of
his fitness for office.

The struggle between character
and purpose when making political
choices is often fierce. Few great
statesmen were saints. Both parties
have sinners. But these candidates’
demonstrated unfitness for office
crystallizes neatly the balance of
risks for many conservatives and
quite a few independents as we de-
cide how to vote next week.

Do we express our disgust with
the state of the modern Republican
Party and risk lending new life to a
Democratic Party filling up with dan-
gerous people, bad ideas and terrible
plans? Or do we vote against that
malignity and risk letting our choice
be an endorsement of a Republican
Party that has forfeited just about
the last shred of trust we have in it?

Fortunately, the choice isn’t as
existential as some believe. The
beauty of the pluralistic American
political system and its delicately
balanced powers means we can
vote to punish people who have be-
trayed us without opening the door
to socialist perdition.

I don’t underestimate the capac-
ity of people like Mr. Talarico and

Ms. Acton to try bad and stupid
policies. But we can panic less
knowing their powers are con-
strained. In the unlikely event that
Mr. Talarico proves to be the decid-
ing Senate vote for legislation that
requires Americans to swear an
oath of allegiance to a God with un-
gendered pronouns, we do still have
things like presidential vetoes and
an independent judiciary to save us.

One of the features of Athenian
democracy that Marco Rubio, the
secretary of state, omitted from his
selective invocation of the virtues
of the ancient Greeks earlier this
month was the institution of ostra-
cism. Every year Athenians would
file into the agora and vote on
whether to send a fellow citizen
into exile for 10 years for some
civic infraction. They would place
their little shard of pottery—the os-
tracon—inscribed with their vil-

lain’s name, on a table and the un-
fortunate candidate would be
ejected if the votes added up.

America has improved on Athe-
nian democracy in most respects.
We don’t vote to send people into
exile. But we do vote to cleanse our
republic of people who have no
business being anywhere near
power. More important, we vote to
hold people and parties to account.
When a party has failed us and our
values, a thrashing at the polls is
the necessary route to remedy and
redemption.

The Republican Party is in need
of radical reformation. It has suc-
cumbed eagerly to the whims of an
authoritarian leader. It has abdi-
cated its constitutional responsibili-
ties in Congress, failing to check ad-
ministrative overreach or
investigate corruption on an indus-
trial scale. It has been a cheerleader
to an administration that took us
into a major war without explana-
tion, justification or a plan, and it
stood by meekly when it imposed
policies that have harmed the liveli-
hoods of ordinary Americans.

A thrashing next week would be a
disaster for the Republican Party.
But it might be the start of the road
back for conservatism.

Paxton and Ramaswamy
may have better policies,
but their character ought
to be disqualifying.

EDITOR
AT LARGE
By Gerard
Baker

A 1961 newspaper report
on an early attempt at
artificial intelligence.
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OPINION

AI WEALTH 
COULD RESHAPE 
PHILANTHROPY
ALEX PIGMAN 

A wave of American wealth created by artificial 
intelligence companies could produce some of the 
largest charitable sums since the era of Andrew 
Carnegie and John D Rockefeller, raising questions 
about where the money goes.

Anthropic, the maker of the Claude chatbot, has 
said it would commit 5 per cent of its shares to a 
new Anthropic Public Benefit Fund, a stake that 
could be worth around $100 billion if the company 
reaches the $2 trillion valuation investors are 
eyeing for a stock market debut expected as early as 
November.

Combined with pledges by its seven co-founders 
to give away 80 per cent of their equity and a 
programme matching employees’ donations, 
Anthropic says roughly a fifth of its shares will be 
dedicated to public-benefit purposes.

“This might be one of the biggest stories in 
corporate philanthropy ever,” said Michael Moody, 
a professor of philanthropic studies at Indiana 
University’s Lilly Family School of Philanthropy.

The OpenAI Foundation, the non-profit that 
controls ChatGPT maker OpenAI, holds a 26 per 
cent stake in the company that was valued at about 
$130 billion when it was restructured a year ago, 
more than the endowment of the Gates Foundation.

Nan Ransohoff of payments firm Stripe has 
described the moment as a “third wave” of 
American philanthropy, after the industrial 
fortunes of the late 19th century and the Internet 
billionaires of recent decades.

Carnegie argued in his 1889 essay ‘The Gospel 
of Wealth’ that “the man who dies thus rich dies 
disgraced,” and by his death had given away the 
bulk of his fortune, about $350 million.

Carnegie transferred what remained into a 
trust, which has continued to make grants for 
more than a century. Rockefeller’s money built 
universities and funded medical research and 
public health campaigns around the world.

Railroad magnate Cornelius Vanderbilt gave 
comparatively little, apart from the $1 million that 
founded the university bearing his name.Anthropic 
is setting up its fund as a limited liability company 
that it wholly owns, rather than as a non-profit 
foundation, which must pay out a minimum share 
of its assets each year and file public tax returns.

“The trade-off is that decision-making stays 
with the company and transparency is voluntary,” 
said Sarah Wolfolds, who studies non-profit 
organisations at Cornell University’s SC Johnson 
College of Business. — AFP

A state visit that captured 
global attention, boosts ties

A 
NATION’S future is never measured 
by the resources beneath its soil, but 
by the energy and vision of its young 
people. October 26, Omani Youth Day, is 
an occasion to reflect on a central pillar 

of Oman Vision 2040: youth are not simply 
the beneficiaries of development, but its 
architects and driving force.

Oman is a youthful nation, with more than 
50 per cent of its population considered as 
youth. This demographic reality is not merely 
a statistic; it represents a profound strategic 
advantage. It is a vast reservoir of creativity, 
ambition, and resilience capable of leading the 
Sultanate of Oman into a new era of innovation, 
competitiveness and global engagement.

The true significance of youth in 
contemporary Oman lies in the multifaceted 
roles this generation fulfils. 

One of the most vital is the preservation 
of identity while driving renewal. Omani 
youth stand at a unique intersection of past 
and future. They uphold the enduring values 
of tolerance, generosity, hospitality and 
respect that have defined Omani society for 
generations, yet they are equally fluent in the 
language of technology and globalisation.

This balance between authenticity and 
modernity allows them to protect heritage 
while reimagining it. 

Through digital platforms, e-commerce for 
traditional crafts, film, design and cultural 

content, young Omanis are presenting the 
story of Oman to the world in a contemporary 
voice, ensuring that progress does not come at 
the cost of identity.

Equally important is their role as the engine 
of economic transformation. The transition 
toward a diversified, knowledge-based 
economy is being led by young entrepreneurs, 
innovators and professionals. 

This spirit directly aligns with the objectives 
of Oman Vision 2040, which places human 
capital and talent at the centre of sustainable 
growth.

Realising this potential requires a 
supportive ecosystem that goes beyond 
celebration. It demands education that 
prioritises critical thinking and practical 
skills, accessible financing that understands 
entrepreneurial risk, and a labour market that 
rewards competence and productivity.

Beyond the economy, youth represent 
the social conscience and civic strength of 
the nation. In every wilayat, their presence 
is visible in voluntary work, environmental 
initiatives, health awareness campaigns, and 
participation in community dialogue. 

In moments of challenge, such as adverse 
weather conditions, young volunteers have 
been at the forefront, organising support 
through both digital networks and on-the-
ground action. Their strong sense of civic 
responsibility and environmental awareness 

Omani Youth Day highlights Oman’s young leaders
reflects a generation deeply connected to its 
community.

Furthermore, the modern Omani youth is 
both a national citizen and a global citizen. 
Connected, informed and competitive 
on an international scale, young Omanis 
study abroad, compete in international 
competitions, and represent Oman in diverse 
forums. Investment in their skills and 
capabilities is therefore an investment in the 
nation’s human capital and its soft power.

The celebration of Omani Youth Day 
carries a clear message. The ambitions of a 
prosperous and sustainable Oman cannot 
be achieved for young people; they must be 
achieved by them. This requires continuous 
trust, inclusion in decision-making, and 
genuine platforms for youth to contribute 
ideas and solutions. 

Empowerment is not a one-day event, but 
a sustained partnership throughout the year 
between institutions and the youth they serve.

The history of Oman was built by those who 
dared to venture beyond the horizon, guided 
by courage and knowledge. Today, that same 
spirit resides in its youth. 

Ambitious, skilled, and rooted in their land, 
they carry the responsibility and the privilege 
of shaping what comes next. On the Omani 
Youth Day, the tribute is to every young Omani 
man and woman who holds Oman in their 
heart and builds its future with dedication.

FOR 
THREE days, X seemed 
to belong to Oman. 
Photographs, videos, 
commentary and reposts 
of the historic state visit 

by His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin 
Tarik to the United Kingdom filled 
timelines across the world. 

What began as a carefully 
choreographed diplomatic occasion 
became something far more 
expansive: a global conversation 
about royalty, culture, history, 
courtesy and the extraordinary 
power of social media to bring 
people together. The pomp and 
circumstance were magnificent. 

The carriages, the uniforms, the 
grandeur of Windsor Castle and 
the glittering state banquet offered 
everything admirers of the British 
Royal Family cherish. 

Yet it was the smaller moments that 
captured the imagination of millions. 
The deep curtsey by HRH Catherine, 
Princess of Wales, to His Majesty the 
Sultan became one of the most widely 
circulated images of the visit. The 
warm exchanges between His Majesty 
and King Charles III, including their 
moments of laughter, revealed a more 
relaxed, human dimension to an 
occasion steeped in protocol.

Then there was the fashion. 
The colours, the elegance and the 
apparent coordination of outfits 
among the two delegations prompted 
endless discussion. The ease with 
which HH Sayyid Theyazin bin 
Haitham al Said, Deputy Prime 
Minister for Economic Affairs, 
accompanied the Prince and 
Princess of Wales added another 
layer of fascination. 

Every majestic image seemed to 
invite another conversation. But the 
real story was happening online.

Royal watchers, an enthusiastic 
international community on X, 
began following not only the official 

proceedings but also Omani and Arab 
reactions. They reposted comments, 
photographs and videos, often using 
X’s translation features to engage with 
Arabic-language discussions. 

People who might never otherwise 
have encountered one another were 
suddenly exchanging knowledge, 
asking questions and discovering 
unfamiliar aspects of each other’s 
cultures.

For many Omanis and Arabs, the 
visit was an occasion for immense 
pride. Seeing His Majesty the Sultan 
received with such dignity, courtesy 
and warmth was deeply moving. 

For British Royal enthusiasts, 
meanwhile, the visit offered an 
opportunity to learn about a country 
whose history, traditions and 
contemporary achievements were 
unfamiliar to some. 

The result was an exchange that 
extended far beyond the diplomatic 
and economic objectives of the visit.

History, too, found a new 
audience. Photographs of the 
late Sultan Qaboos bin Said and 
earlier encounters between Omani 
and British royals circulated 
alongside contemporary images. 
The discussions reached further 
back into the nineteenth century, 
including the 1875 visit to London 

by Sayyid Barghash bin Said, 
Sultan of Zanzibar, whose historical 
connections also illuminate the 
intertwined histories of Oman, 
Zanzibar and Britain.

Even the rain became part of the 
story. When His Majesty declined 
to use an umbrella during the rainy 
welcome, online discussions turned 
to the cultural significance of rain. 

For Omanis, rain is associated 
with blessing and goodness. What 
British observers might initially 
have regarded as an inconvenience 
became an opportunity to discover a 
different cultural perspective.

This is what made the visit visually 
historic as well as diplomatically 
significant. A curtsey became a 
discussion of respect. An outfit 
became a conversation about 
symbolism. A rainy afternoon 
became a cultural exchange.

His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin 
Tarik’s immensely successful state 
visit reminds us that diplomacy 
does not end when the cameras 
stop recording. Sometimes, its 
most unexpected legacy emerges 
through ordinary people sharing 
extraordinary moments online.

For three days, the world watched 
Oman. And, through that attention, 
people discovered one another.

The modern Omani 
youth is both a 

national citizen 
and a global 

citizen. Investment 
in their skills 

and capabilities 
is therefore an 

investment in the 
nation’s human 

capital and its soft 
power

The visit was 
visually historic 

as well as 
diplomatically 
significant. X 
did not simply 

distribute official 
photographs; it 
enabled people 
to interpret and 
translate them, 

debate their 
meanings and 

connect them to 
personal memories 

and collective 
histories
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OPINION

From protests to 
power... how Serbia’s 
students triumphed
LAJLA VESELICA

Serbia’s long-running student protest movement 
celebrated a historic win in the country’s election, 
ending 14 years of rule by the country’s right-wing 
populist leader Aleksandar Vucic.

Born out of nearly two years of anti-corruption 
protests sparked by a deadly railway station 
canopy collapse, the Students’ List is now eyeing a 
majority.

On November 1, 2024, a concrete awning at 
the entrance to Novi Sad train station collapsed, 
killing 16 people and sparking outcry over the 
tragedy at the newly renovated station.

Demanding a swift investigation, peaceful 
protests grew over months into some of the 
largest demonstrations recorded since the fall of 
strongman Slobodan Milosevic in 2000.

From the start, university students led the 
protests, blockading faculties and organising 
nationwide rallies.

The movement is deliberately leaderless and 
built around collective decision-making.

Just over a month before the second anniversary 
of the disaster, Vucic announced early elections, 
and the students assembled an electoral list drawn 
largely from academia and professional circles.

They are all deliberately outside any major 
political party. The movement built its campaign 
around opposing Vucic, setting aside issues that 
could divide its supporters.

“In order to win an election, the students needed 
the support of both groups of voters: those who 
are pro-European and those who are Eurosceptic,” 
political analyst Dusan Vucicevic said.

Its campaign focused on corruption, the rule 
of law and attacks on press freedom. Its collective 
decision-making, developed during the protests, 
continued into the campaign.

The movement has repeatedly called for an end 
to the ‘cult of personality’ that has dominated the 
country’s political system for decades.

The movement has not said who would be 
prime minister, leaving open who will lead the 
government, Vucicevic said.

Leading figures include Ilija Srdanovic, a 
cardiologist who headed the electoral list, and 
Radomir Saicic, a chemistry professor prominent 
in the campaign. But Vucicevic stressed that 
Serbia’s prime minister does not have to be a 
member of parliament.

“So they have other people available whom they 
could bring into the government. We will have to 
wait and see.”

The candidates will need to adapt quickly to 
deliver on their broad reform platform, with the 
fight against corruption at its centre.

On foreign policy, the movement has offered 
fewer details. It previously said it would maintain 
Serbia’s refusal to impose sanctions on Russia over 
its war on Ukraine. — AFP

Brazil’s political titan 
defies passage of time

Omani women have always played an 
important role in society but today their 
roles are evolving to be part of the nation’s 
development process. 

Today, society has expectations of them. 
Not to just excel on an individual basis but 
to contribute. In order to achieve this, there 
have been many initiatives that have been 
put forward and what is encouraging are the 
private and public sectors’ partnerships. 

Innovation is the key word. 
Oman’s national economic diversification 

goals actively encourage the participation 
of women in software development, data 
science, engineering, and renewable energy 
sectors to foster long-term innovation.

Then there is ‘SHE STEMS’ Initiative that 
was launched by Oman Cables Industry 
in collaboration with the then Ministry of 
Higher Education, Research and Innovation. 
The objective of the programme is to upskill 
unemployed young Omani women (ages 24–
30) with engineering degrees or diplomas for 
roles in manufacturing, tech, and industrial 
sectors. Now advancing through multiple 
editions, it provides accredited hands-on 
training and career placement support. 

There have been institutional support 
for example through the academic bodies 
such as the Oman Society of Engineers 
and local universities by hosting regular 
Women Engineers Forums and technical 
competitions to bridge the transition from 
education to industrial and tech careers. 

That transition from education to industry 
is most important because the scenario 

changes from a sheltered setting to a 
professional field. This is when one needs 
mentors to guide, but individually we need to 
be a professional in every way and practice 
resilience. It is easy to give up but it takes 
patience to learn and groom ourselves to fit 
in and then create a space for yourself. 

What we studied may not be exactly what 
we are going to do initially. At the same time 
being a woman she will see her role in life 
go through transformations from being a 
daughter (when she is carefree), to a wife, 
a mother and so on. People might say men 
would also have the same responsibilities. 
But the roles vary and the successful ones 
strike the right balance. 

The fact is women with children at times 
find it harder to climb the ladder than men 
with children. It is not in the minds of the 
mothers but in the perception of others. 

It is a competitive world and being 
professional is the only way to survive but 
that does not necessarily mean we have to 
sacrifice empathy. 

A professional performs regardless of their 
mood. 

Just having a degree does not make us a 
professional. It has nothing to do with how 
we dress or the income we earn. 

Professionalism is a mindset incorporated 
with a set of standards that govern how you 
perform and it becomes so strong that it 
becomes part of you. It defines your level of 
performance, handling of responsibilities 
including the quality of social interaction. 

According to the experts, professionalism 

Omani Women’s Day... It is not just a day

Brazil’s President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva gestures as he addresses supporters after his victory in the presidential 
runoff election, at Paulista Avenue, in Sao Paulo, Brazil. — Reuters

can be broken into five fundamental qualities 
— competency and mastery, reliability 
and accountability, integrity and ethics, 
respect and emotional and maturity and 
self - regulation. Self-regulation is when we 
can keep our personal biases or emotions 
from interfering with sound judgement, 
maintaining focus and representing our 
organisation or role effectively.

Once we achieve, then what? 
While we build our career path there is 

also a call to action. 
A significant part is mentorship and 

networking. We have had mentors and years 
later it would be your turn to be a mentor. 

There is definitely a need for experienced 
female leaders lifting up the younger 
generation through mentorship programmes. 
There is nothing as satisfying as sharing your 
experiences and being there for someone 
else who is starting their journey. Obviously, 
we move on too as continuous growth is a 
necessity. The remaining frontiers continue 
to exist for individuals who want to increase 
executive leadership roles, promoting work-
life integration, and expanding technical 
skills for the digital age. At this point, 
we must ensure that we are AI efficient. 
Remember one generation of typists who 
were left behind when computers and 
keyboards arrived. This meant shorthand 
writing and stenography became redundant. 
Then we saw it happen again with mobile 
technology, however this time around 
everyone felt the need to join the movement 
towards technology. 

LAKSHMI 
KOTHANETH

The writer is a 
senior editor of 

Observer

LULA 
DA SILVA, Brazil’s 
President, once likened 
the events of his life to a 
miracle.

The titan of the 
political left made history by 
becoming the first person to win a 
presidential runoff after losing the 
first round in Brazil.

His shock win follows a long and 
storied political career, beginning in 
the bowels of a metalworkers’ trade 
union and even including stints 
behind bars. He charted a rocky 
road to his fourth election victory.

Questions about his ability to 
do the job at almost 81 encouraged 
Lula to do squats and jog along the 
campaign trail to prove that he was 
fitter than ever. Initially startled 
by his second-place finish to Flavio 
Bolsonaro earlier this month, Lula 
dusted himself off and launched 
into an energetic runoff campaign.

He upped his social media game 
at the eleventh hour, posting selfie 
videos and buying a cellphone for 
the first time. The shift highlighted 
a certain disconnect with his 
country’s extremely online, deeply 
polarised population, 14 years after 
he was first elected.

His victory preserves Latin 
America’s largest country as a leftist 
stronghold amid a regional lurch 
to the right championed by US 
President Donald Trump.

Lula, a defining figure in 
Brazilian politics over four decades, 
rose from poverty to the presidency, 
fell into disgrace and was jailed, 
before once again rising from the 
political ashes when he returned 
to power almost four years ago. 
His first-round campaign focused 
heavily on his life story and legacy, 
which critics said was a misreading 
of what weary Brazilians wanted 
to hear. The president grew up in 
deep poverty, the seventh of eight 
children in a family of illiterate 
farmers in the arid northeastern 
state of Pernambuco.

He worked as a shoe-shine boy 
and peanut vendor before becoming 
a metalworker and trade unionist. 
In the 1960s, he lost a finger in a 

workplace accident.
After losing three presidential 

bids, Lula finally entered the 
presidential palace in Brasilia in 
2003 and was re-elected in 2006.

He left office in 2010 as a blue-
collar hero who presided over a 
commodity-based economic boom 
that helped lift 30 million people 
out of poverty. Massive corruption 
scandals haunted Lula and his 
party, fuelling a wave of disgust that 
propelled Jair Bolsonaro into the 
presidency in 2018. Lula was jailed 
before the election until the charges 
were annulled on procedural 
grounds and the lead judge on the 
case was found to be biased. 

However, Lula was not exonerated 
and the scandal contributed to 
enduring polarisation in Brazil.

Bolsonaro’s presidency brought 
more division, and by the 2022 
election, Lula pulled off a dramatic 
comeback by a razor-thin margin.

In his third term, Lula is credited 
with restoring social programmes 
eroded by his predecessor, curbing 
the destruction of the Amazon 
rainforest, and putting Brazil’s 
democracy back on a more secure 
footing. But the father of five still 
triggers fierce rejection among 

voters frustrated by crime and 
corruption. 

He has also faced criticism over 
Brazil’s mounting public debt, 
which, with high interest rates, costs 
the government around $18 billion a 
month in interest alone.

Lula came under fire for an 
election-season spending push, 
including an increase to the Bolsa 
Familia social welfare benefits 
which, launched 20 years ago, 
remains his most significant legacy.

“He has that love for the poor. 
That’s all it is,” fisherman Antonio 
Carlos Lima Ferreira said at his 
home in the interior of Maranhao 
state, recalling times when he had to 
send his son to bed hungry.

“Today, at my table, I can choose 
what I want to eat.”

Lula said recently he did not want 
to be remembered as “just the Bolsa 
Familia president.”

Lula, who has not cultivated a 
potential successor, campaigned on 
a pledge to stop the far right from 
returning to “destroy” the country.

His improbable victory on 
Sunday awed his supporters, many 
of whom feared an erosion of rights 
under a theoretical Flavio Bolsonaro 
presidency.

THOMAS 
MORFIN

The writer is a 
senior journalist 

with AFP

Oman’s national 
economic 

diversification goals 
actively encourage 

participation of 
women in software 

development, 
data science, 
engineering, 

and renewable 
energy sectors to 
foster long-term 

innovation
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Illinois Supreme Court Justice 
Tom Kilbride is on the Nov. 3 
ballot seeking retention for a 
10-year term. His fate lies with 
voters of the court’s third district, 
which includes Will and Kanka-
kee counties and stretches west to 
the Iowa border.

Kilbride’s retention is getting 
a lot of attention in Chicago and 
Cook County, even though those 
voters will have no say in his 
future. Why? He’s House Speaker 
Michael Madigan’s guy.

Kilbride recently took $550,000 
in campaign money from Madi-
gan’s state Democratic Party only 
weeks after vowing he would not 
“accept one penny” associated 
with the speaker. … Madigan has 
denied wrongdoing.

But because of Kilbride’s 
long-standing relationship with 
Madigan and court rulings that 
detractors say are a direct result 
of that relationship, conservative 
forces are waging an expensive 
battle to oust him. On the line is 
the court’s 4-3 Democratic major-
ity, which has held since Kilbride 
joined the bench in 2000, an elec-
tion Madigan also firmly backed 
with millions in donations. …

When we weigh endorsements 
of judges at all levels, this edito-
rial board maintains a high bar for 
ouster. Judges accused of miscon-
duct, abuses of power or incom-

petence generally fall on our radar 
for ejection. …

There are no known complaints 
of incompetence or inappropriate 
conduct involving Kilbride. Oppo-
nents to his retention generalize 
that his rulings are harmful to 
taxpayers and that he is “bought” 
by Madigan, an unprovable claim. 
Republicans also shovel money into 
their chosen Supreme Court candi-
dates’ campaigns. Are they bought? 
Money alone is not a disqualifier.

Do we wish Kilbride’s inter-
pretation of the Illinois Consti-
tution were di�erent? Yes. We 
have loudly disagreed with his 
extremely liberal take on the 
Constitution’s pension clause, 
going so far as to protect what we 
consider abuses of the pension 
statute. We have disagreed with 
the 2016 ruling against remap 
reform. …

But we don’t, as a board, recom-
mend ouster of judges with whom 
we disagree. That is why you will 
see a “yes” to Kilbride’s retention 
on our list of endorsed candidates. 
…

For Kilbride’s retention, third 
district voters will apply their own 
standards for justices. Should he 
stay? Should he go? Voters are 
welcome to make up their own 
minds.

Tribune editorial board,  
Oct. 27, 2020

ON THIS DAY 6 YEARS AGO 

THE CONTROVERSY OVER JUSTICE KILBRIDE

EDITORIAL CARTOON

Collective bargaining agree-
ments for most unionized Cook 
County and city of Chicago work-
ers expire next year. Add that to 
the stakes for Chicago in coming 
municipal elections.

The budgetary backdrop for the 
county and the city has changed 
dramatically since most of the 
existing labor arrangements were 
negotiated in the hyperinflation-
ary period immediately following 
the pandemic.

Do our political leaders actually 
understand that?

For example, city of Chicago 
workers generally will get raises 
exceeding 3% in 2027. Addition-
ally, many of their union contracts 
tie their pay to the consumer price 
index, ensuring city workers’ 
compensation will not fall below 
the rate of inflation.

Unionized county workers, 
meanwhile, will see 4% increases 
in 2027.

Rare of course is the 
private-sector employee who can 
count on a raise each year that at 
least keeps pace with inflation — 
and would well exceed cost-of-
living gains if and when the U.S. 
attains the Federal Reserve’s goal 
of 2% inflation.

Average hourly wage increases 
in the U.S. slowed to 3.0% in 
September, the lowest gain since 
the pandemic, according to Labor 
Department data cited by The 
Wall Street Journal. Meanwhile, 
consumer prices rose 3.4% in 
August.

We met earlier this month with 
Cook County Board President 
Toni Preckwinkle and her team 
to discuss the county’s $9.7 billion 
2027 budget, which Preckwin-

kle described as “the most di�-
cult since I got elected and began 
serving in 2010.” It’s an election 
year, so Preckwinkle has managed 
to balance the budget by cutting 
expenses, tapping reserves and 
taking other one-time measures 
that obviated the need for tax and 
fee increases.

But she o�ered no such prom-
ises for next year, as the county 
confronts the double whammy 
of substantial federal Medicaid 
cuts taking e�ect in 2027 and a 
recent adverse court judgment 
that bars the county from using 
$250 million a year in transporta-
tion-related revenues to support 
arguably related operations like 
tra�c court.

“We’re going to be in a di�-
cult place,” she told us. Asked 
whether that meant there will 
need to be revenue increases next 
year, she replied, “That would be 
my assumption.” Never have we 
heard Preckwinkle so unequiv-
ocal on that question so far in 

advance.
Whether that new revenue 

takes the form of a property tax 
hike at the county level for the 
first time in Preckwinkle’s long 
tenure or other taxes and/or fees 
is a subject for next year (assum-
ing, of course, she’s reelected to a 
fifth term in November). But the 
cold, hard budget realities the 
county faces, particularly in its 
role as Chicago’s primary health-
care provider of last resort, are 
undeniable.

It’s only fair, then, that if 
taxpayers should brace for bad 
news, so too should the 16,125 
county workers represented by 
unions.

Team Preckwinkle understand-
ably didn’t hand us their strategy 
papers for the coming labor nego-
tiations, which they told us will 
start right after the first of next 
year.

But they told us union leaders 
have been given briefings that 
make clear it’s a new and harder 

day.
“They know how di�cult 

things are now and for years to 
come,” Preckwinkle’s smart chief 
of sta�, Lanetta Haynes Turner, 
told us. So, we asked, is it fair to say 
the coming labor pacts won’t be 
as generous as the current ones? 
“It’s fair to say that we will work 
with our labor partners to come 
up with a plan,” she said, side-
stepping the direct question but 
still leading us to that inextricable 
conclusion.

We hope the public-sector 
unions representing county work-
ers get the same memo.

When times get tight at busi-
nesses, workers get lower cost-
of-living raises, if indeed they get 
increases at all. A similar standard 
should apply to the public sector 
now that it’s time again to bargain. 
This is no time for guaranteed 
inflation-beating wage hikes.

It was clear to us in our back-
and-forth that Preckwinkle and 
her team understand their duty to 
taxpayers in the coming negotia-
tions, but what about on the other 
side of City Hall?

Now that the election for 
mayor of Chicago, which takes 
place in February, is heating up, 
voters should understand that 
agreements covering thousands 
of unionized city workers are 
expiring at the end of June next 
year, even sooner than the Nov. 
30, 2027, expiration at the county 
level.

These include workers for the 
Department of Streets and Sani-
tation represented by the Team-
sters, city employees represented 
by the American Federation of 
State, County and Municipal 
Employees, and police o�cers 
represented by the Fraternal 
Order of Police, among others.

Mayor Brandon Johnson, who 
is running for reelection as an 
unpopular incumbent, fashions 
himself a champion for work-

ing people and has been, to put 
it mildly, less than a hard-nosed 
negotiator with unions.

Exhibit A during his tenure is 
the 2024 contract for Chicago 
Public Schools teachers, which 
has them getting raises between 
4% and 5% each year through 
2028. The average CPS teacher 
will make six figures at the end of 
the agreement; the deal’s largesse 
already has CPS begging Spring-
field for a bailout to forestall 
layo�s, furloughs or both in the 
middle of this school year.

In 2023, Johnson was extraor-
dinarily generous with police as 
well, boosting already-agreed-to 
raises to 5% from 2.5% in 2024 
and 2% in 2025. Rank-and-file 
cops get between 3% and 5% hikes 
for the remainder of the contract, 
which runs through June of next 
year.

That’s been Johnson’s modus 
operandi when it comes to orga-
nized labor: pay public workers 
well over market and expect that 
the predictable ensuing deficits 
will force Springfield, the business 
community, billionaires or all of 
the above to ride to the rescue, 
whether they like it or not.

We don’t know how Team 
Johnson plans to approach the 
coming labor negotiations, nor do 
we know if those discussions will 
end up being handled by a di�er-
ent mayor should Johnson fail to 
win reelection.

But we hope, if Johnson does 
indeed hope to complete those 
contract talks by the end of his 
term in May, that he delivers the 
same sort of expectations-setting 
message to organized labor that 
Preckwinkle’s administration has 
— and then follows through.

That’s unlikely based on his 
ideology and his record. Taxpay-
ers ought to think hard about 
who they want on their side of the 
bargaining table when they vote 
for mayor in February.

The days of extraordinary public-sector 
union wage hikes must end

Cook County Board President Toni Preckwinkle arrives for the 

announcement of her 2027 budget proposal during a board meeting 

on Oct. 8. Preckwinkle described the county’s $9.7 billion 2027 budget 

as “the most di�cult since I got elected and began serving in 2010.” 
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Even Halloween candy isn’t 
immune to the a�ordability crisis, 
making one of America’s little 
luxuries just a little more painful 
ahead of this holiday weekend.

Consumer prices for sugary 
treats and chewing gum have 
risen more than 50% since 
September 2019, including 7.7% in 
the past year alone, according to 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Mariano’s this week advertised 
a 140-count bag of mini Hershey’s 
candies, including Reese’s, Kit 
Kats, Twizzlers and Jolly Ranch-
ers, for $34.99.

$34.99! For a bag of candy that 

won’t last very long in rush-hour 
trick-or-treat tra�c.

At 25 cents per piece, it’d cost 
$50 to give one tiny piece of candy 
to 200 kids. In many family-ori-
ented city neighborhoods and 
suburbs, 200 is nowhere near 
enough. And for families who 
leave out the bucket while they 
take their own little hobgoblins 
door to door, we expect the “Take 
2” signs to be crossed out in place 
of “Take 1.”

Or maybe: “Nothing to see or 
eat here, kids. Move on down the 
road, Thomas the Tank Engine.”

As a result of these high costs, 

candy sales are sluggish, falling 
6.7% in the month ending Oct. 
17 compared with the same time 
last year, The Associated Press 
reported. Of course, prices are 
going up for everyday essentials 
like gas and groceries, eating into 
families’ candy budgets. Maybe 
shoppers are simply dragging 
their feet to get their haul, but 
we suspect Halloween candy is 
yet another indicator of financial 
strain in household budgets.

Now, much as budget-conscious 
shoppers hunt for gas stations 
with the best price per gallon, a 
new breed of Halloween candy 

bargain hunters is on the hunt for 
low-priced trick-or-treat supplies.

Another wrinkle in the candy 
story is shrinkflation. BLS noted 
that candy and chewing gum were 
among the products most a�ected 
by “downsizing” — smaller 
portions —in recent years.

Augustus Gloop would be 
beside himself.

In addition to the lighter candy 
bags, exorbitant candy prices 
could also prompt the resurgence 
of apples and toothbrushes (seri-
ously) as treats, or tiny trinkets 
instead of candy. Consider: It’s 
cheaper to buy a 42-count pack-

age of mini Play-Doh on Amazon 
than to buy a bag of chocolate. At 
those prices, why not mix a few 
toys in with the sweets? Dentists 
likely are champing at the bit, 
ready and willing to substitute 
some dental floss for a slab of 
chocolate.

Much like the Whos down in 
Whoville kept the spirit of Christ-
mas alive in spite of the Grinch’s 
gift-stealing gambit, Halloween 
revelers can surely find ways to 
enjoy merriment on Saturday.

But those coveted full-size 
candy bars? Good luck finding 
those this year, kids.

The a�ordability crisis’ latest victim? Halloween candy

Taxpayers are too 
strapped to subsidize 
wage hikes of which 
most can only dream
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OPINION

On Tuesday, Israelis will head 
to the polls for an election that the 
international press has described 
as Israel’s most consequential 
in decades — if not ever. The 
outcome will determine whether 
Israel continues its march to 
the ultraright, in which extrem-
ist political parties increasingly 
serve as kingmakers, or whether 
it reorients to the more balanced 
position that many Israelis in the 
dwindling political left and center 
believe is key to rebuilding the 
country’s international partner-
ships.

Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu, Israel’s longest-serv-
ing premier, has his back against 
the wall. The Oct. 7, 2023, terror-
ist attacks perpetrated by Hamas, 
which killed around 1,200 people, 
occurred on Netanyahu’s watch.

Yet the prime minister has 
dodged all accountability for the 
massive security lapses, refused to 
support an independent commis-
sion of inquiry on that dark day 
and has catapulted Israel into a 
series of wars in the Middle East 
that have eroded its global image 
and at times caused tension with 
the United States, its most import-
ant backer. Israeli troops are now 
deployed in Syria, Lebanon and, of 
course, Gaza, where the 3-year-
old war with Hamas that was 
supposed to end with a ceasefire 
has instead become a perpetual 
Israeli occupation with no end in 
sight.

Netanyahu is feeling the heat, 
pleading with President Donald 
Trump for more support on the 
eve of the election. Trump obliged 
over the weekend, writing directly 
to Israelis that “when you go to 
the Polls please remember that 
Bibi has been an outstanding 
warrior prime minister!”

Netanyahu’s main opponent, 
Gadi Eisenkot, would beg to di�er. 
Eisenkot, a career military man, 
served as Israel’s top general in 
the West Bank during the Second 
Intifada in the early 2000s, and 
later became Israel’s most senior 
o�cer during one of Netanyahu’s 
terms. Even before he plunged 
into politics, the former Israel 
Defense Forces chief of sta� 
lambasted Netanyahu for poor 
wartime leadership bordering on 
incompetence.

This isn’t the opinion of some 
grifter; Eisenkot has firsthand 
experience with how Netanyahu 
makes decisions. Immediately 

after Oct. 7, Netanyahu asked his 
former military chief to join a 
wartime Cabinet for the sake of 
national unity. Eisenkot obliged, 
only to resign less than a year 
later after getting frustrated with 
Netanyahu’s unwillingness to 
elevate a hostage deal over total 
military victory in Gaza.

“My idea was to do the hostage 
deal, and after that, defeat 
Hamas,” Eisenkot commented to a 
Time magazine reporter recently. 
Instead, Netanyahu prioritized 
his political survival above all else 
— at least according to the prime 
minister’s detractors. Although 
all of the surviving hostages were 
eventually released courtesy of 
the Trump administration’s Gaza 
peace plan, a hostage deal could 
have been signed o� on much 
earlier, saving Israeli troops — and 
Israel itself — a lot of trouble.

The state of Israel is at a monu-
mental crossroads. Netanyahu’s 
political power relies on several 
far-right parties that want to ditch 
all peace talks with the Palestin-
ians and formally annex the West 
Bank and Gaza. Despite Trump’s 
Gaza peace plan, peace in Gaza 

remains elusive. To date, Hamas 
has refused to disarm as Trump’s 
deal demands guarantees that 
Israeli troops will pull out of Gaza 
forever. Netanyahu, in turn, wants 
Hamas to disarm first and only 
then will Israeli forces consider 
withdrawing.

As the stando� persists, the 
Israelis continue to expand their 
positions farther east, purportedly 
to pressure Hamas into accept-
ing Israel’s terms and sending a 
message to everyone else that the 
Palestinian enclave will remain 
under Israel’s security control 
until it’s satisfied otherwise.

Netanyahu and Eisenkot, 
former colleagues, are now 
intense political adversaries. But 
they may be more alike than many 
people think. While Eisenkot has 
blamed Netanyahu’s government 
for the exponential rise in violent 
settler attacks against Palestinian 
civilians in the West Bank, calling 
them Jewish terrorism, his overall 
position in the West Bank sounds 
remarkably similar to Netanyahu’s 
own: Under no circumstances can 
there be an independent Palestin-
ian state.

Like Netanyahu, Eisenkot also 
supports building more Israeli 
settlements in the West Bank. 
The only di�erence between the 
two, it seems, is that settlement 
expansion has to be done more 
judiciously.

Regarding the two men’s 
positions on the war in Iran, 
it’s tough to decipher even the 
slightest di�erence. In coopera-
tion with the Trump administra-
tion, Netanyahu has waged two 
wars against Iran in less than two 
years — the first, a 12-day bombing 
campaign against Iran’s nuclear 
infrastructure in June 2025, and 
the second, a weekslong air war 
targeting everything from the 
Iran’s political leadership to its 
missile-manufacturing facilities.

That second attempt, initi-
ated in February, hasn’t ended 
and could even grow in intensity 
after the U.S. midterms. Eisenkot 
has praised both operations and 
Trump’s role in them and argued 
that preventing Iran from acquir-
ing a nuclear weapon is absolutely 
necessary for Israel’s security. 
(Whether Iran was even close 
to acquiring a nuclear weapon is 

another story.)
Trump has made it known 

that he prefers Netanyahu over 
Eisenkot. Part of this likely has 
to do with familiarity. After all, 
Netanyahu is the only Israeli 
prime minister Trump has 
worked with. Eisenkot is a known 
quantity in Israel but is a mystery 
to Trump, who like most leaders 
would rather continue with famil-
iarity than have to form a personal 
relationship with a new leader.

Still, regardless of who is prime 
minister, Israel’s national security 
policy won’t really change. The 
deadlock in Gaza will persist, as 
will the one between Israel and 
Hezbollah in Lebanon, even as a 
Netanyahu or Eisenkot admin-
istration presses the Lebanese 
government to disarm Hezbol-
lah. And the Strait of Hormuz will 
remain bottled up until some kind 
of peace deal between Washing-
ton and Tehran is solidified.

Israel’s immediate future will 
look much like its present.

Daniel DePetris is a fellow at 
Defense Priorities and a foreign 
a�airs columnist for the Tribune.

If Israel gets a new prime minister,  
will anything change?

A poster depicts Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, left, and opposition candidate Gadi Eisenkot, his main rival and leader of the Yashar 

“Straight” party, along a pedestrian path on Monday in Tel Aviv, Israel, ahead of the country’s general election. DAVID GOLDMAN/AP

By Andrew Koppelman

SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

Plenty of criminals are stupid 
and contemptible. Among the 
lowest of the low are the ones who 
hate police o�cers and prosecu-
tors personally. They are too dim 
to comprehend an honest o�cer 
who is just doing his job. And so 
they sometimes seek revenge in 
ways that make no sense even 
from the standpoint of heartless 
self-interest.

President Donald Trump’s 
administration evidently has 
a similar mindset. It has fired 
personnel in the FBI, the Justice 
Department and the military 
who, in previous administra-
tions, followed lawful orders that 
Trump doesn’t like.

America needs trustworthy and 
nonpolitical police, prosecutors 
and military members. An attack 
on the nonpartisanship of these 
institutions is an attack on Amer-
ica.

Republicans in Congress have 
quietly watched this happen 
without so much as complain-
ing, much less trying to interfere. 
It has been a gross dereliction of 
duty. In normal times, members 
do not blindly obey a presi-
dent of the same political party. 
Democrats objected to Lyndon 
B. Johnson’s policies in Vietnam. 
Republicans helped force Richard 
Nixon out of o�ce. Trump has 
faced little of that. If your senator 
or congressman is a Republican 
seeking reelection, you should ask 
them to explain their passivity.

The Republican Party once 
stood for law and order. It could 
again. But that won’t happen until 
it is given a painful lesson at the 
ballot box.

When Trump took classified 
documents home and then tried 

to hide them from investigators, 
he committed a felony. The FBI 
ordered its agents to find out what 
he did. It also investigated his 
e�orts to overturn the 2020 elec-
tion. After Trump was reelected, 
those agents were fired en masse. 
There was no reason to think 
that they had anything against 
Trump. A good many of them no 
doubt voted for him. They had 
not chosen him as a target. They 
followed orders. The FBI Agents 
Association objected: “An Agent 
simply being assigned to an inves-
tigation and conducting it appro-
priately within the law should 
never be grounds for termination.”

In the Justice Department, the 
administration has fired dozens 

of prosecutors who worked on 
the Jan. 6 riots and the special 
counsel investigation of Trump, 
again including those who were 
assigned to that work.

Joe Biden’s administration told 
the military to pursue diversity, 
equity, inclusion and accessibility, 
and those orders were carried out. 
Trump’s defense secretary, Pete 
Hegseth, said before his nomina-
tion that any “general, admiral, 
whatever — that was involved in 
any of the DEI woke s--- has got to 
go.” O�cers who carried out those 
orders were purged.

Columnist and Iraq veteran 
David French reports that one of 
the fired generals told him of his 
fear and writes: “Well, does that 

then set a precedent that if you are 
a general o�cer and you follow 
the orders of an administration, 
that the next administration will 
come in and purge you, replace 
you with general o�cers who 
have to then follow their orders, 
who will then only be purged by 
the next administration?” French 
observes that the administration 
is “setting a precedent that, given 
enough time under the current 
administration, could be cata-
strophic for the idea that merit 
matters as much as political fidel-
ity.”

Any discussion of crimi-
nals who hate cops should also 
mention that more than 130 pris-
oners who had been convicted of 

assaulting police during the Jan. 6, 
2021, insurrection at the U.S. Capi-
tol were released after Trump 
pardoned them or commuted 
their sentences.

This pattern of acting out 
against o�cials for doing their 
jobs is di�erent in kind from 
Trump’s familiar corruption, 
lying, cruelty and incompetence. 
At least all of that exhibited a 
malign cunning, a kind of instru-
mental rationality. Not this.

I once saw a toddler close a door 
on his fingers. He started crying 
and ran away, then came back and 
smacked the door because he was 
angry at it. These purges follow a 
similar logic.

Civilization depends on honest, 
apolitical police, prosecutors 
and military members. Trump’s 
obliviousness to the harm he is 
doing is what we have learned to 
expect from him. So is his making 
of policy on the basis of petty 
spite. The irony is that many of the 
people he got rid of were capable 
professionals who would have 
helped him achieve his goals. But 
what excuse do his enablers in 
Congress have?

After the election, he will 
have two years left in his term. A 
responsible Congress will have 
plenty of damage control on its 
hands. One should at least vote for 
members who will understand 
that that is their job.

Trump has asked that voters act 
as though he were on the ballot 
this November. It might be the 
wisest thing he has ever said.

Andrew Koppelman is the John 
Paul Stevens professor of law 
at Northwestern University 
and author of “Burning Down 
the House: How Libertarian 
Philosophy Was Corrupted by 
Delusion and Greed.”

Trump administration acts out against police for doing their jobs 

Supporters of President Donald Trump clash with police as they try to storm the U.S. Capitol in Washington 

on Jan. 6, 2021. JOSEPH PREZIOSO/GETTY-AFP

Daniel DePetris
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OPINION

O�cials’ shameful denial
Plausible deniability is the abil-

ity of a person or organization to 
deny knowledge of, responsibility 
for or involvement in a controver-
sial action in a manner that cannot 
be conclusively disproved.

A number of years ago, our 
daughter found our grandson 
sitting next to a freshly marked 
wall with a crayon in his hand. She 
started recording the incident. 
She asked: “Logan, did you write 
on the wall?” “No, Ella did it” 
was his reply. This made him an 
Instagram star, and it also became 
a very teachable moment. He has 
been shown this video on numer-
ous occasions, and he sees the 
error of his way.

Plausible deniability can be cute 
when coming from a 2-year-old, 
but when coming from govern-
ment o�cials, it is disgraceful. 
Take the example of the Starshield 
communications system and what 
it means for Ukraine’s defense. 
According to the Guardian, 
Ukraine’s military reported that 
Starlink, “produced by SpaceX but 
managed by the US government, 
was no longer working on termi-
nals moving at speeds greater than 
100mph.” Ukraine’s strike force 
became inoperable behind front 
lines; Russian drones were able 
to hit populated areas, adding to 
Ukraine’s already high civilian 
death toll.

Does SpaceX founder and CEO 
Elon Musk take any responsibil-
ity? Musk said any disruption of 
Starshield was the responsibility 
of the U.S. government.

Marco Rubio is the secretary 
of state. He said: “The important 
point is we cannot direct a private 
company as to the decisions they 
make or do not make.”

President Donald Trump said: 
“I don’t know if it was anybody, 
because it wasn’t me, and I don’t 
think it was Elon.” A very firm and 
resolute answer from the White 
House resident.

When a 2-year-old gets caught 
writing on a wall, it’s something 
that a fresh coat of paint can fix. 
But you can’t bring the dead back 
to life when incompetent adults 
start playing the plausible deni-
ability game.
— Mick Vendel, Elgin

Unconditional surrender
No one wants a “forever war.” 

We therefore need to understand 
what causes a forever war in order 
to avoid it. I believe that forever 

wars are the result of “negoti-
ated” settlements, which are then 
ignored by one or both sides. No 
one has actually won the war, so 
the sides have to continue negoti-
ating/fighting forever.

I am aware of only two wars in 
my 79-year lifetime (in which the 
U.S. participated) that were won 
by someone. The most recent, 
Vietnam, was won by the commu-
nist rebels, and that country is 
stable today. Ho Chi Minh started 
the revolution because he really 
did care about his people; when 
Vietnam eventually realized that 
socialism by itself wasn’t work-
ing, it adopted a hybrid capital-
ist-socialist model. The second 
was World War II. Adolf Hitler’s 
government and Japan were so 
dangerous to the rest of the world 
that nothing but unconditional 
surrender was adequate.

We can’t keep doing the same 
things we’ve been doing for the 
last 40 years and expect di�er-
ent results. Iran and its prox-
ies are just as dangerous to the 
world as Nazi Germany and Japan 
were. The stated goal of Iran 
and its proxies is “death to the 
United States.” Iran has shown 
that it aims to achieve that goal 
given enough time, especially if it 
develops a nuclear weapon. We 
must win the war with Iran and 
its proxies like Hamas and the 

Houthis. Unconditional surren-
der, not a negotiated settlement, 
is needed now as it was then, 
because they have shown that 
they care nothing about their own 
citizens with their unwillingness 
to negotiate in good faith (both 
now and in the last 40 years).

Winning will require boots on 
the ground, but the situation is 
serious enough that it should be a 
price we are willing to pay.

Everyone laughed at Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s talk about 
making Gaza the Riviera of the 
Middle East. But he was, in his 
dumb way, talking about postwar 
assistance with rebuilding Gaza 
into a place where its citizens can 
live a good life. Just like we did in 
Germany and Japan after that war.

My biggest disappointment 
with Trump is that he abandoned 
the strategy of winning and is now 
trying to negotiate with an enemy 
that has no intention of negotiat-
ing in good faith. Iran is even brag-
ging that it is winning this war. 
Well, maybe it is winning.
— Mike Noonan, Elmhurst

Good working relationship?
The letter from Dan Schuchardt 

(“Learn to work with Trump,” 
Oct. 22) states that he doesn’t 
understand the “No Kings” name 
for protests because he hasn’t 
seen a coronation ceremony. He’s 

right, of course, but what he fails 
to grasp is that Donald Trump is 
behaving the way a king would, 
despite being elected by the 
people. Making unilateral deci-
sions contrary to constitutional 
law and the will of Congress is 
king-like behavior.

Secondly, calling Democrats 
“scum,” “vermin,” “animals” and 
“enemies of the people”; doling 
out disaster assistance based on 
loyalty, such as voting for him; 
doing what he can to disenfran-
chise voters; expelling journal-
ists; and siding with Russian 
President Vladimir Putin in the 
war with Ukraine, among other 
things, are all much more serious 
than being “a little more cantan-
kerous,” as Schuchardt describes 
Trump.

For these reasons, I must 
respectfully reject his sugges-
tion that Democrats try to forge a 
working relationship with Trump, 
and I hope that the new Congress 
holds him to account.
— Ronda Schiess, River Forest

Parties vote against the other
I’m having a very hard time 

adjusting to the political situation 

America finds itself in. In another 
lifetime, I was involved in local 
politics for some 37 years. There 
is a reason for political parties 
— di�erent points of view and 
di�erent constituents, for exam-
ple. But their purpose ultimately 
is to provide what is best for the 
folks they represent. This is not 
happening in our country today.

Both parties are at fault. Each 
party votes against the oppos-
ing-party proposal regardless of 
the positive merit of the proposal. 
Each party is blind to the other 
and automatically votes against 
the opposing party simply because 
it is the opposing party. Who is left 
out? Citizens.

Sadly, I see no immediate solu-
tion. Polarization has set in on 
both sides with no compromise on 
the horizon. And this has filtered 
down not only at the state level 
but also at the local level.
— Ed Zabrocki, Orland Park

Census Bureau questions
An Oct. 24 front-page story by 

Robert McCoppin (“Proposals 
for census alarming advocates”) 
reports that President Donald 
Trump’s administration has 
proposed that the 2030 census 
omit questions about citizens’ 
race, ethnicity and sexual orien-
tation. According to McCoppin, 
Trump’s Census Bureau now 
claims the process of data collec-
tion “should be colorblind and not 
be distorted in any way by ques-
tions about immaterial personal 
characteristics.”

Gee, has Defense Secretary 
Pete Hegseth gotten the Census 
Bureau’s memo? He seems to 
think that color, gender and sexual 
orientation are critically import-
ant to the battlefield performance 
of our troops. If those characteris-
tics are immaterial, Trump needs 
to tell Hegseth.

Perhaps Trump can call the 
Census Bureau and the Defense 
Department into a meeting to 
devise a consistent policy.
— F.K. Plous, Chicago

No need for Halloween
I have no need for Halloween 

this year. Having Donald Trump 
as president and the cost of living 
are scary enough for me.
— Nancy Morton, Harvard

Voice of the People

By Nina Vinik
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

Every time a young person 
opens fire at a school, the same 
question follows: Where did they 
get the gun? That question came 
up again after a 16-year-old killed 
three children and an educator at 
Silver Rail Elementary School on 
Oct. 15 in Bend, Oregon.

The answer is predictable, 
because we’ve heard this story 
before. In 2021, a 15-year-old 
killed four classmates at Oxford 
High School in Michigan with 
a gun bought by his parents. In 
2024, a 14-year-old killed two 
students and two teachers at 
Apalachee High School in Georgia 
with a rifle his father gave him. 
In Bend, the shooter used a gun 
purchased by his mother, author-
ities say.

In at least 7 out of 10 school 
shootings in the U.S. since 1999, 
the shooter has been younger than 
18. When the U.S. Secret Service 
studied targeted attacks on K-12 
schools, it found that in about 3 
out of 4 cases involving a firearm, 
the attacker took it from the home 
of a parent or close relative.

Most school shootings don’t 
start with a minor shopping at a 
gun store. They start with a gun 
brought into the home by an adult, 
believing it would make the family 
safer.

After shootings like these, 
calls for gun owners to keep 
their guns locked, unloaded and 
separate from ammunition are 
common. That advice matters, 
and campaigns to promote it are 
worthwhile. But it runs into a 
hard truth: Most people buy a gun 
to protect themselves and their 
family. It is very hard to convince 
someone to keep something 
locked and out of reach when they 
bought it to be ready in an emer-
gency.

That’s why storage habits are 
so stubborn. Most gun owners 
see themselves as responsible, yet 
more than half don’t store all of 
their guns securely. And research 
has found that nearly 40% of 
parents in gun-owning homes 
believe their kids can’t get to a gun 
when the kids say they can.

Despite years of campaigns to 
educate gun owners about secure 
storage, behaviors have barely 
budged. A study published this 
year found that storage practices 
appear to have become less secure 
in recent decades, with 2.1 million 
more children in the U.S. living 
with an unsecured gun today than 
a decade ago.

In Bend, the violence ended 
when a teacher tackled the 
shooter to the ground, allowing a 
dad who’d followed the shooter 
into the school to shoot and kill 
him. It is a relief that it ended 
before more lives were taken. 
But we shouldn’t treat it as a win. 
Three children and an educator 
are dead, and another community 
is left traumatized. No amount 

of gun violence in an elementary 
school is acceptable.

If we want safer schools and 
communities, we have to start 
with understanding the beliefs 
that drive Americans’ decisions 
with guns. The research is consis-
tent: People who live in a home 
with a gun face a higher risk of 
dying by suicide, homicide or 
other gun-related tragedies. The 
gun meant to protect a family is 
far more likely to be used against 
someone inside it.

That is not the story most 
Americans grow up hearing. 
Entertainment, gun industry 
marketing and elected leaders 
of both parties tell us that safety 
comes from being armed.

There is also a well-docu-

mented school safety industry 
rising up, making what was once a 
simple walk into school feel more 
like going through airport secu-
rity. But hardening schools and 
practicing lockdown drills, among 
other steps to reduce school 
shootings, are not making young 
people feel safer.

Meanwhile, little has been 
done to educate young people 
about guns and the risks they pose 
before their attitudes and beliefs 
about gun use have solidified. 
Changing how adults think about 
any polarizing, politicized topic 
is an uphill battle, to say the least. 
But young people are di�erent.

Earlier this year, Project 
Unloaded, a nonprofit I started, 
worked with ISG Research to 

evaluate our campaigns designed 
to educate teens on Snapchat 
on the risks of having a gun. We 
found that teens who saw our 
campaign were 17% more likely to 
believe they were safer unarmed 
and 21% more willing to talk to a 
friend about the risks of having 
a gun. Our community partner 
programs, which have reached 
more than 950 teens in Chicago 
since 2023, produce similar shifts.

It is possible to reach a future 
where school shootings are 
discussed in history lessons, and 
not morning headlines. Getting 
there starts with changing what 
we believe keeps us safe.

Nina Vinik is founder of Project 
Unloaded. She lives in Chicago.

Most school shootings start with a gun 
brought into the home by an adult

Children place flowers at a makeshift memorial outside Silver Rail Elementary in Bend, Oregon, on Oct. 16, a day after a deadly shooting at the 

school. JOE KLINE/AP

For online-exclusive letters, go to www.chicagotribune.com/letters. 
Email your letter submissions, 400 words or less, to letters@chicago 
tribune.com. Include your full name, address and phone number.

Ukrainian soldiers operate a drone over Russian-occupied territory from the Zaporizhzhia region in Ukraine on 

Sept. 14, 2023. LYNSEY ADDARIO/THE NEW YORK TIMES
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